
AMERI CA 
HE COMPLETE STORY OF THE CONTINENT 
EOGRAPHY AND RESOURCES + INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE 

PEOPLE AND PLACES + WITH MANY MAPS, FACTS AND FIGURES 
Seeeceeececeeceooeeeececeseceaaceoceseececeeeqce 

PICTURE 
ATLAS 



“eh <= 
a 
w 

+. 
aie = ate 

. 4 so 
es 

e a 

aes.. wi a = oe 

7. 4 ee ee 
x. —P 4 ae ae 

ge My gt 
eee ears 

a 

‘*y 

ke ‘ 
+ 

“ 
Cert ee 4 7% 

7% , 
AA iv all iat en 



=
 

> 

<3
 
t
a
o
 

e
a
e
 

~
 

Ss
 

‘ 
2 

, 
a 

=<
 

- @ 

aw 

®
 

Pn 

ry 

7 
S 

. 
: 

t 

Xx
 

4 
- 

, 

\ \ : 

2 

v3
 

eS * N 

‘ 

‘ 

\ 

\ 
i; 

\ 

\ 



Editor in Chief * PHitt1e BACON 

Professor of Geography 

Teachers College, Columbia University 

Managing Editor « JoANNA ALDENDORFF Picture Researcher « PETER J. GALLAGHER 

Associate Editor « Perer R. Limpurc Cartographer « ViINcENT KoTscHAR 

Picture Editor - Ropert J. GARLOCK Designer « FRANCES GIANNONI 

Staff + Juoy KorMAN, BARBARA VINSON, KATHLEEN SEAGRAVES, JOHANNA GREENWALD 

Special Section of Statistical Maps » RicHarp Epes Harrison 

Covers * Ray PiocH 

Maps on pages 3, 99, 194-5, 292-3, 294-5, 387, 484-5, 

532, 533 are copyrighted by Georg Westermann Verlag. 

They are produced from the Westermann Bildkarten 

Lexicon by arrangement with Georg Westermann Verlag. 

Complete List of Books 

These books tell the exciting story of how people live in all parts 

of the world. You will see how men use the land for farming and 

industry. You will learn about mountains and deserts, oceans 

and rivers, cities and towns—and you will discover how the 

daily life of people in other countries compares with your own. 

BOOK 1 - NORTH AMERICA 

BOOK 2 - SOUTH AMERICA 

BOOK 3a-sEUROPRE 

BOOK 4. ASIA 

BOOK 5 - AFRICA 

BOOK 6 - AUSTRALIA, OCEANIA 

AND*THE POLAR LANDS 

WITH A SPECIAL SECTION OF 

STATISTICAL MAPS AND INDEX 



BOOK 1 

<) NORTH 
AMERICA 
BY ere Pe BACON 

Professor of Geograpby, 

Teachers College, Columbia University 

THE GOLDEN BOOK 

PICTURE ATLAS 
OF THE WORLD 

Illustrated with More than 1,000 Color Photographs and Maps 

@2) GOLDEN PRESS - NEW YORK 
© copyriGHT 1960 BY GOLDEN PRESS, INC. BY ARTISTS AND WRITE 

BY WESTERN PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY. PUBLISHED BY GOLDEN PRESS, INC., ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 



2 NORTH AMERICA 

North America is a huge continent. Only 

Asia and Africa are larger. And only two 

other continents have more people. These 

two continents are Asia and Europe. Today 

more than 250 million people share the 
land of North America. 

Even though North America is smaller 

in size and population than some other 
continents, its people have made great 

progress. This seems especially true when 
you learn that fewer than nine out of every 

100 persons in the world live in North 
America. North America is still a young 
continent insofar as people are concerned. 

North America’s first settlers were the 

ancestors of the Indians. They came from 
Asia, across the Bering Strait, many thou- 

sands of years ago. By the time the first 
white men sailed westward from Europe 
and discovered North America, Indian 

peoples had spread across the continent. 

Courtesy of TWA—Trans World Airlines 

Surf from the Atlantic Ocean washes Maine’s rock-rimmed coast. 

THIS IS NORTH AMERICA 

But even after so many years, the Indians 

were still few in number. 
With the coming of Europeans, North 

America’s population began to grow rapid- 

ly. In time, people from every part of the 
world came to North America. They came 

to find new homes and new opportunities 

in this “New World.” 

As the people from the Old World occu- 
pied North America, they tried to find those 
places best suited to their ways of life. 
Many choices lay open to them. From the 
islands of the Arctic Ocean to the tropical 
waters of the Caribbean Sea, almost every 
kind of climate and landform could be 
found in North America. 

The newcomers landed on a variety of 
coasts, from sandy plains to rocky cliffs. 
Inland they found rolling hills and fertile 
valleys. Beyond the hills rose mountains, 
some old and worn-down, with forests cov- 
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NORTH 
AMERICA 
NATURAL 

VEGETATION 
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ering their slopes, and others young and 

rugged, with barren, rocky peaks. In the 
great central basin of the continent lay the 
prairie, deep in long grass. Further west, 

This is desert country in the southwestern United 
States. Navajo Indians graze their flocks of sheep 
and goats on these dry pastures. 

Royal Lowy—American Indian Archives 

Farm buildings, fields, and highways on the level 

prairies of the North American Midwest form neat 

checkerboard patterns when seen from the air. 

where the land was higher and drier, the 
plains were covered with a carpet of short 

grass, over which the mighty herds of buf- 
falo roamed. There were deserts waiting 

for men to bring water to make the dry 
sands burst into bloom. Tropical rain-for- 
ests covered the warm, wet regions to the 

south, and far to the north lay the frozen 

tundra, home of the musk ox and the 

caribou. 
People from northern Europe found the 

same kinds of trees and wild animals in 
eastern Canada and the United States that 
they had known at home. Ard people from 
Spain found in Mexico and the southwest- 
ern United States a region much like their 
own southern European homeland. 

Almost all of the crops grown in the Old 
World did well in the New World. People 
from northern Europe brought their grains, 

The forested slopes of Vermont’s Green Mountains 

shelter this tiny village. The white spire of the 

village church is a familiar landmark. 
Winston Pote—Shostal 
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In Louisiana, coastal swamplands are called bay- 

ous. This bayou is filled with moss-covered cypress 

trees, an important source of timber. 

Here is the California coast. For more than 1,000 

miles the waters of the blue Pacific Ocean crash 

on California’s shoreline. 

Courtesy of TWA—Trans World Airlines 



6 NORTH AMERICA 

C. R. Twidale 

The Laurentian Upland of Canada is a vast rock-and-water plain. Its ancient and highly mineralized rocks 

cover five sixths of Quebec, Ontario, and Manitoba. 

Forests cover the lower slopes of the Rocky Mountains. Still higher are barren or snow-covered peaks. This 

mountain wall stretches from the southwestern United States northward across Canada into Alaska. 
Frenec Berko—Black Star 



fruit trees, vegetables, and livestock. Span- 

iards brought their grapevines and citrus 

trees. Even plants native to the Far East 

did well in North America. Fine crops of 

rice were planted in low-lying, swampy 

places. And sugar cane made fortunes for 
many a planter in Louisiana and the Carib- 
bean islands. 

As settlers pushed farther and farther 

west in Canada and the United States they 

left the forested lands behind them and 
entered the drier grasslands of the Great 

Plains. Here was a wonderful grazing land. 

Herds of long-horned cattle gradually re- 

placed the buffalo, the “cattle” of the Plains 

Indians. Spanish settlers also opened great 

ranches in the drier regions of Mexico. 

The Indians’ food plants made a very 

important contribution toward helping the 

white man settle North America. Although 

many white men came to North America 

seeking riches in gold and furs, the Indian 

food plants they discovered soon proved 

more valuable than these. From the In- 
dians the newcomers got many plants 
which are still important to every one of us. 

The most important Indian food plant 

was corn. But the Indian also gave the 

white man white and sweet potatoes, toma- 

toes, squash, several kinds of beans, pump- 

kins, and many other foods. Without these, 

many an early settler would have starved. 

Soon they became important in many other 

parts of the world as well. Another impor- 

tant Indian plant was tobacco. 

Courtesy % the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

Year-round warm weather and plenty of rain pro- 

duce dense forests like this one in Puerto Rico. 

Sandy beaches, palm trees, and a warm winter sun 

attract thousands of tourists to Florida. 

Northern North America is covered by thousands of square miles of marshy Arctic tundra. 
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CLIMATE 

If you look carefully at the maps on 
these two pages they will show you that 
North America has many climates. There 

are places that are warm the year around, 
and there are places covered with ice and 

snow where summer never comes. There 

are vast areas of parched desert land, and 
there are also wet places where more than 

100 inches of rain fall each year. 
The two temperature maps show you 

that the southern portions of North Amer- 

ica are warmest. It is warm in January as 

well as July. This should not surprise you. 
These places are closest to the equator. The 
farther north you go, the greater are the 

differences between the temperatures of 

JULY 

Average Rainfall 
(in inches) 

© Copyright 1960 by Map Projects Inc. 
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January and July. And the climate of 

places far to the north is much colder. 

The United States occupies a large area 
in the central portion of the North Ameri- 

can continent. Winters in the northern 
portion of the country are long and cold. 

In the South, winters are much shorter. 

Average temperatures in January are mild. 

Because the northern part of the country 

has such long winters, the growing season 

is quite short. 
In the South the growing season is much 

longer. In fact, in some states it is nine 

months in length. And even farther south, 
in parts of Mexico and Central America, 

average temperatures are high every 

month. The growing season lasts all year. 
The climate of places is affected by other 
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things besides distance from the equator. 
Landforms also affect climate. For exam- 
ple, a great belt of mountainous land 

stretches along the western edge of North 

America, from Alaska south to Panama. 

Some of these mountains are so high that 

snow can be seen on their peaks even in 
summer. Summer days are often bright 

and warm in the mountains, but the nights 

are cold. The growing season is far shorter 

than in the lowlands. 
Oceans also affect climate. Compare 

temperatures along the coasts with those 

deep in the interior of the continent. Win- 

ters are colder in the interior than along the 

coasts, and summers are warmer. 
Rainfall is just as important as tem- 

perature in describing the climate of places. 
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Look at the rainfall maps. It is plain to 

see that parts of the Pacific coast are very 

wet. The high mountains of this region are 
responsible for all this rain. They catch 

the moisture-laden air that blows in from 

the Pacific Ocean. 
To the east, beyond the mountains, there 

is a vast dry region. This dry land extends 

from Canada to Mexico. It is far from any 

ocean. It has little opportunity to capture 

moisture from the air. But still farther east, 

in the southeastern United States, you can 

find another wet region. Here warm, moist 

air blows inland from the Atlantic Ocean 

and the Gulf of Mexico. This air brings 

plenty of rain to the southeastern states. 

The northern states east of the Mississippi 
also receive ample moisture. 
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PEOPLE OF NORTH AMERICA 
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These are the people of North America. 

Two hundred and fifty million strong, they 

have spread themselves across the conti- 

nent. Eskimo, Indian, cowboy, statesman, 

factory worker, great planter, small farmer, 
doctor, fisherman, teacher, shopkeeper, 

miner, and sailor—all have found homes 

in North America. 

People have been coming to this con- 

tinent for thousands of years. A few came 

before the beginning of written history, 

but most have come in the last 400 years. 

And some are stepping off boats and air- 

planes this very day to begin a new life in 

the New World. 

The first white men to make their homes 

in North America came from Spain. At 

the time they crossed the Atlantic Ocean 

from Europe, about five million Indians 

occupied North America. 

Manhattan Island, in New York City, is North America’s most densely populated area. People from every 

part of the world have come here to live. Four and a half million are of foreign origin. 
Van Bucher—Photo Researchers 

noe 
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Royal Lowy—American Indian Archives 

These Sioux Indians represent the 350,000 Indians that live in the United States today. Many more Indians 

live in Canada, Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean, as well as in South America. 

The great majority of the Indians lived 

in the more fertile regions of present-day 

Mexico and Central America. In fact, little 

more than one million of North America’s 

Indians lived on the land that became Can- 

ada and the United States. 

Spanish explorers tramped over a vast 

portion of North America. But in much of 

the land they explored, the Spaniards failed 

to find the treasures of gold and silver they 

were seeking. They soon turned their at- 

tention to Mexico, Central America, and 

the Caribbean islands. 

Meanwhile, settlers from northwestern 

Europe began moving to North America. 

They built their homes in the portions of 

North America now occupied by Canada 

and the United States. 
Frenchmen were Canada’s first settiers. 

French settlers occupied the St. Lawrence 

Valley. They also built outposts on the 

Great Lakes. Eventually they claimed all 

the land drained by the Mississippi River. 

Settlers from England arrived in North 

America after the French began their oc- 

cupation of Canada. At first the English 

settled only on the east coast. People from 

Finland, Sweden, and the Netherlands also 

built settlements on the east coast. 

Each country paid little attention to the 

claims of the others. 
For many years European countries 

struggled to gain possession of North 

America. Englishmen took over the Fin- 

nish, Swedish, and Dutch settlements. 

England fought with France and Spain. 

Less than one seventh of the people of the United 

States live on farms. USDA 



Fred and Sara Machetanz 

Eskimos are North America’s northernmost people. 

They live by fishing and hunting. 

When the United States freed itself from 

England, the struggle for control of the 

continent continued. Fortunately, much 

land changed hands by treaty or by pur- 

chase rather than by war. The United 

States thus obtained a vast area west of 

the Mississippi River from France in 1803, 

Over 650 people per square mile crowd Puerto 

Rico. Yet more than half of the people are farmers. 

Courtesy of the Puerto Rico News Service 

Fritz Henle—Photo Researchers 

Over nine tenths of Haiti’s people are Negroes. 

The official language of Haiti is French. 

Florida from Spain in 1819, and Alaska 

from Russia in 1867. 

In the Caribbean islands, and in the land 

that was to become the southern states of 

the United States, large areas had to be 

cleared for farms. Few workers were avail- 
able. At first the white men tried to force 
Indians to clear the forests and cultivate 

the crops. But Indians proved to be poor 

plantation workers. 

To solve this labor problem, great num- 

bers of Negroes were brought to North 

America from Africa. Today Negroes make 

up a large share of the population of many 

Caribbean islands. In the United States 

about one tenth of the population is Negro. 

In Central America many Negroes occupy 

coastal areas where they work on banana 

plantations. But in Mexico and Canada the 

number of Negroes is quite small. 

Who are the people of North America? 

No place on earth has a more varied pop- 

ulation. North America’s people have come 
from every continent on earth except Ant- 

arctica, which had no people to send. Thou- 
sands crossed the ocean from all of the 
countries of Europe. Africa sent the an- 



cestors of North America’s Negroes. And 
Asia, too, sent its people to make new 
homes on the North American continent. 

The people of North America are spread 

unevenly over the continent. Some parts of 
North America are almost empty of people. 

Other parts are only thinly settled—tiny 

communities are separated by miles and 
miles of empty land. And still other places 

in North America seem jammed with 
people. 

Why are some places crowded and other 

places empty? For the most part, the 

people of North America have concentra- 

ted in those places best suited to support 

human life. They have gathered where the 

climate is desirable, or where the soil is 

most fertile, or where the mineral re- 

sources are richest. 

You are probably interested in rockets 

and space travel. Many people are. But all 

of us need to remember that man has been 

earthbound for thousands of years. And 

we need to remember, too, that man still 

gets all of his food, his clothing, and his 

e Latta 

Four fifths of Mexico’s people are at least part 

Indian. Over one fourth are pure Indian. 

shelter from the earth. To get these things 

man has sought out those places best suited 
to provide them. This book will help you 

see the kinds of places man has selected 

in North America. 

Guatemala has Central America’s largest population. Many are descendants of the ancient Mayans. 
Courtesy of the Pan American Coffee Bureau 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The three maps on this page tell today’s 
story of transportation in North America. 
In the thickly settled areas of the eastern 
United States and southern Canada, there is 

a dense network of highways, railroads, and 

air routes. Wherever there are many people 

and cities, an efficient transportation sys- 

tem is needed to keep them supplied with 

goods and carry them to their work. Trans- 

portation will only pay for itself if there are 

plenty of passengers and freight to be 
carried. 

In the relatively empty spaces of northern 

Canada, the western United States, and 

Mexico and Central America, the popula- NORTH AMERICA 
tion is sparse and the land is rugged. Be- Say aie ee 
cause the population is small, there is not 

2,557 miles 

much traffic in passengers or freight. The — PO 

rugged terrain makes construction expen- © Convio 940 by Ma pica ne. SOUTH AMERICAN. 
sive. In these regions it is neither neces- 
sary nor profitable to build a dense net- trains carry over 40 million carloads of 

work of railroads and highways. freight each year. And scheduled airlines 
There are four million miles of highways fly nearly 800 million miles and carry 45 

in North America and 70 million motor million passengers, not counting interna- 

vehicles. In the United States alone, freight tional operations. 
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Ewing Galloway 

Across the Hudson River are the famous skyscrapers of Manhattan Island, the center of New York. In 1626 

the island was purchased from the Indians for $24 worth of trinkets by the West India Company. North 

America’s largest city, New York is visited by millions of tourists each year. 

Four million people in the Los Angeles metropoli- Houston, Texas, is the South’s largest city and the 

tan area make good use of their highways. This is world’s largest inland cotton market. Its port is 
connected by canal to the Gulf of Mexico. one of North America’s fastest-growing cities. 

Ewing Galloway Fred Bond—FPG 



LEADING CITIES 

OF NORTH AMERICA 
North America has some of the world’s 

great cities. We are using the word “great” 

to mean cities with populations of over one 

million. 
Eighteen of the world’s 86 cities with 

more than one million people are in North 

America. Pictures of some of North Amer- 

ica’s great cities are on the following pages. 

The world has had a few great cities for 
many years, but the growth of so many 

great cities is quite recent. It was not pos- 

sible to feed the large number of people 

who now live in big cities until transporta- 

tion facilities had been developed to bring 

food to them. The kind of transportation 

network that you see on page 15 has come 

about only in very recent times. 
In the Old World, cities grew slowly over 

a long period of time. In North America, 
they grew rapidly. In many cases they 

started as wilderness communities. Most 

have grown to great cities in less than 100 

years. 
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Courtesy of TWA—Trans World Airlines 

The capital of the United States is Washington, 

D. C., a city site chosen by George Washington. 

New York, North America’s largest city, 

reached a population of one million in 

1870. It was the first city in North America 

to have a population of one million. Today 
New York, its suburbs, and the nearby 

cities, have a total population of over 14 

million. Nearly one person in every 18 in 

all of North America lives in the New York 
metropolitan area. 

Across the historic Common is the city of Boston, site of many Revolutionary War landmarks. 
Ewing Galloway 
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a 

Courtesy of American Airlines 

Philadelphia is a city rich in history. Its Inde- 

pendence Hall, where the Declaration of Inde- 

pendence was signed, houses the Liberty Bell. 

Chicago, industrial and transportation center of 

the Midwest, is located on Lake Michigan. It is 

also famed for its meat packing industry. 
Ewing Galloway 

Great cities do not grow large without 

reason. First, of course, many towns and 

cities had their beginnings as marketing 

and service centers for the surrounding 

agricultural region. But there are good geo- 

graphic reasons for the location of large 

cities. 

Many large cities came into being where 

natural routes of travel converge, or meet. 

Before the time of railroads and automo- 
biles, large cities almost always were loca- 

ted on navigable water. Navigable water is 

water deep enough for large boats. Places 

along navigable rivers, oceans, and large 

lakes were good sites for cities. 

One part of North America, called the 

American Manufacturing Belt, helps ex- 

plain the growth of cities on this continent. 
The American Manufacturing Belt is the 

great industrial workshop of the United 

States and Canada. It is mainly located in 

the northeastern United States; but it ex- 

tends westward to include the southern 

Great Lakes. It also includes parts of On- 

tario and Quebec in Canada, and extends 

as far south as St. Louis and the Ohio 
River Valley. 



Courtesy of TWA—Trans World Airlines — 

The Golden Gate Bridge spans San Francisco Bay. San Francisco has a fine natural harbor. 

Detroit, Michigan, is a great industrial city famous for its output of automobiles. 
Photographic Survey Corp.—Annan Photo Features 
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Ewing Galloway 

Cleveland, Ohio, on the shores of Lake Erie, is one of the Midwest’s important manufacturing centers. 

Tom Hollyman—Photo Researchers 

Most of North America’s manufacturing 

is concentrated in or near big cities. More 

than 400 cities important for their manu- 

facturing are located in the American 

Manufacturing Belt. Fifty of these cities 

are along the shores of the Atlantic Ocean 

and the southern Great Lakes. Well over 

200 of the cities are on navigable rivers. 

Thirty are on canals that either were or 

are now important. Altogether over three 

out of every four cities in this region are 

on navigable water. Only 70 cities in the 

American Manufacturing Belt have no 

such location, and nearly all of these 70 

cities owe their growth to important sites 

on railroad lines. It is easy to see how very 

important transportation has been to the 

growth of North American cities. 

St. Louis stands just below the meeting place of 

the great Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. 
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G. H. Jarrett—FPG 

Toronto’s harbor and docking facilities on Lake Ontario help make it a manufacturing center. 

In Montreal, Canada’s largest city, both the French and English languages are used. 
Quebec Province—Photo Driscoll 
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Feng ep Seca nent 

C. Perry Weimer—House of Photography 

Havana is Cuba’s capital and the largest city in the Caribbean. The Spanish-Colonial city attracts many 

tourists, especially in winter, because of its fine climate, its ocean beaches, and its gaiety. 

Probably the oldest North American city, Mexico City is the capital of Mexico and one of the world’s largest 
cities. Its wide avenues pass Aztec ruins, old Spanish churches, and ultra-modern buildings. 

Josef Muench 
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This bridge over the St. Lawrence Seaway connects two friendly neighbors—Canada and the United States. 

CANADA, 

LAND OF THE NORTH 

Canada is larger than the United States. 
It is even larger than all of Europe with- 

out the Soviet Union. Only two countries 
in all the world, the Soviet Union and 

China, have more territory than Canada. 

Canada has nearly half the land of 
North America. Yet it has only one fifteenth 

of North America’s people. Much of Can- 

ada is sparsely settled. 

Unlike most countries, Canada has 

oceans on three of its borders. The Atlan- 

tic Ocean is on the east, the Pacific is on 

the west, and the Arctic Ocean is on the 

north. Canada’s southern border meets the 

northern border of the United States. This 

is a friendly border. No forts are needed. 

The people of Canada and the United 
States like and respect each other. 
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Courtesy of the Canadian Government Travel Bureau 

Tiny fishing villages, like this one in Newfoundland, dot the shores of Canada’s Atlantic Provinces. Their 

fishing fleets bring into port thousands of tons of fish each year. 

Salmon have made the North Pacific coast one of 

North America’s most important fishing regions. 

W. D. McKinney—FPG 

Wealth from the Seas 

Fishing was one of Canada’s first indus- 

tries. Fishermen from Europe are believed 

to have pulled great catches of fish from 

the waters off Newfoundland even before 

the first European explorers sighted the 

mainland of North America. These men, 

after crossing the Atlantic, would have 

fished a stormy, foggy area of shallow 

water called the Grand Banks. 
The Grand Banks are still important as 

a source of fish. From southwestern New 

Brunswick to Labrador is a fishing coast 

5,000 miles in length. This long shoreline, 

with its many good harbors and the abun- 

dant fish food found in the cool waters, 

make the ocean off eastern Canada one of 

the world’s finest fishing grounds. Here are 

great schools of cod, herring, halibut, 

mackerel, and haddock. 

Nearly every village along the coast of 

Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and New 

Brunswick has its fleet of fishing vessels. 



The poor soil and the cool climate of this 

region discourage farming. So for years 

men have turned to the sea to earn their 
living. 

The fish resources of these waters are 

plentiful. In a recent year fishermen from 

the Atlantic Provinces of Canada caught 

more than 70 million dollars worth of fish. 

Canada’s Pacific coast is also famous for 

its fisheries. Deep fjords and a shallow 
ledge 50 to 100 miles offshore are fine 

feeding grounds for fish. Today British 
Columbia ranks close to the Atlantic Prov- 

inces in the value of its fish catch. 

Salmon is “king” among fish on the Pa- 
cific coast. The sockeye salmon is especially 

CANADA 25 

important. Although other kinds of salmon 

grow larger than the 3- to 10-pound sock- 

eye, none are more valued by the canning 

industry. 

When the British Columbia salmon fleet 
comes into port, the fish are unloaded 

mechanically. Streams of fresh water wash 

them. Then the salmon are sent to the 

“dressing room.” There a large machine 

cuts off heads, tails, fins, and scales. Next 

the salmon are thoroughly cleaned, sliced 

to proper size, put into cans, and cooked. 

And, finally, off the end of the “assembly 

line,” comes a freshly labeled can of 

salmon ready for the grocer’s shelf, where 
it is bought and taken home for a meal. 

Cod drying in the sun is still a common sight in the Atlantic Provinces of Canada. But today great quan- 

tities of fish are quick-frozen or canned and shipped to all parts of the world. 
E. B. Norwood—FPG 
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Logs come tumbling down swift Canadian streams 
on their way to the sawmill. About 46 percent of 

the land is forested. 

Forestry and Furs 

Few countries of the world have as great 

forest wealth as Canada. Only Canada’s 

agricultural products are more valuable 

than its forest products. 

Sawmills buzz with activity. British Co- 

lumbia ranks first among Canada’s prov- 

inces in the production of sawmill prod- 

ucts. Quebec and Ontario rank second and 

third. These three provinces produce four 
fifths of Canada’s sawmill products. 

Here are the log-sorting ponds and the great saw- 

mills of Victoria, British Columbia. Wood is also 

used in the pulp and paper industries. 

G. H. Jarrett—FPG 
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Camera Clix 

For over three hundred years trappers have taken 
beaver pelts from Canadian forests. Fur trappers 

were among the early explorers of North America. 

The Pacific mountain area is a land of 
forests. This is a region of softwoods 

(trees which have needles instead of broad 

leaves). Here grows some of the finest tim- 

ber in North America. The most important 

timber tree of the Pacific coast is the giant 

Douglas fir. - 

The climate of the Pacific coast of Cana- 

da is mild even though this region is far to 

the north. Warm, damp air, blowing off the 

Pacific Ocean, gives the area a long grow- 

ing season. Plenty of rain falls. Mild tem- 

peratures and heavy rainfall are ideal for 

rapid tree growth. 

Pulpwood is also an important Canadian 
forest product. Paper is made from wood 
pulp. Canada’s first pulp mill was built less 

than 100 years ago, but the industry has 

grown rapidly. Today more than 100 pulp 

and paper mills are busy at work. 

Pulp and paper production have become 
important in Canada for several reasons. 

First, of course, is the tremendous supply 

of pulpwood available from Canada’s for- 
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Malak—Annan Photo F 

These silver foxes are being raised on a Prince 

Edward Island fur farm. Mink and other animals 

are also raised on fur farms in Canada. 

ests. Canada’s great supply of water power, 

which keeps the mills running, is also im- 

portant. Important, too, is a good market in 

which to sell the product. 

The United States, just south of the Can- 

adian border, is Canada’s best customer. 

The United States buys nearly all of Can- 

ada’s exports of pulpwood. And the United 

States also buys more than four fifths of 

Canada’s newsprint (the kind of paper on 
which newspapers are printed). 

Furs were one of Canada’s earliest prod- 

ucts. Trappers explored much of the Cana- 

dian wilderness. A few trappers still follow 

their traplines through the snow-blanketed 
forests of the north country. But today 

most of Canada’s fur comes from fur 
farms. Fur farming, where fox, mink, 

chinchilla, and martin are raised in cap- 

tivity, started on Prince Edward Island. It 

proved so profitable that it quickly spread 

to the other provinces. Nearly 30 million 

dollars’ worth of furs comes out of Canada 
each year. 

=6 



George Hunter—Shostal 

This mine at Beaverlodge, Saskatchewan, is producing Canada’s exciting new mineral resource—uranium. 

Joe Barnell|—Shostal Canada’s Mineral Riches 

Trapping brought a handful of settlers 
to Canada’s north country. But mineral 

resources brought settlers by the thou- 

sands. Minerals of great value and variety 

are scattered over Canada. Of all the 

minerals discovered, none has created as 

much excitement as gold. It has been 

found from Newfoundland off the east 

coast to the Yukon Territory in the far 

northwest. 

Because gold is so valuable for its 

weight, this precious metal can be mined 

in out-of-the-way places. Wherever a rich 

strike was made, a new mining camp 

sprang up. Shacks and stores were hurried- 

ly built in places where no man had ever 

lived before. Many early mining camps 

were so isolated that they could only be 

reached by boat or by long difficult hikes 
overland. When the gold was mined out, 

The Yellowknife Mine, on Great Slave Lake, pro- 

duces a large share of Canada’s gold. 



the camps were deserted. Where big strikes 
were made, modern towns _ gradually 

replaced the rough-and-tumble mining 

camps. Much the same thing happens 
when gold is discovered today. 

Canada ranks second only to South 

Africa as a producer of gold. Most of Can- 
ada’s gold is mined in an area that reaches 

from central Ontario eastward into Que- 

bec. This area is sometimes called the “Val- 
ley of Gold.” In spite of all the gold that 
has been mined, it is believed that the sur- 

face has barely been scratched. Great quan- 

tities of gold remain in Canada for lucky 
prospectors to discover. 

Sometimes prospectors hunting for gold 

find other valuable mineral resources. And 
sometimes tremendous deposits of min- 

erals are found quite by accident. One of 

the most important of the early mining 

areas was in the vicinity of Sudbury. There, 

in the 1880’s, rocks were being blasted to 

build a railroad. The blasting uncovered 

huge deposits of copper and nickel. Today 

the Sudbury district is still a great mining 

Steep Rock Mine, northwest of Lake Superior, is 
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center. Three fourths of the world’s supply 

of nickel is mined there. Nickel is added to 

steel to make it strong and hard. There is 

enough nickel left in the ground around 

Sudbury to keep the world supplied for 
another 100 years. 

Copper and platinum are mined along 

with nickel at Sudbury. For every pound of 

nickel obtained, there is an added yield of 

two pounds of copper. Half of the world’s 

supply of platinum also comes from the 

Sudbury mines. 

Our growing industries need an ever- 

increasing supply of minerals. The search 

for these minerals is going on this very 

minute in northern Canada. But no longer 

are lonely prospectors combing the wilder- 

ness on foot. Modern mineral explorers, 

called geologists, are doing their prospect- 

ing from the air. The airplane, more than 

anything else, has opened up northern 

Canada. Air transport can carry geologists 

to the most isolated places. And the air- 

plane can keep them supplied during the 

long, bitterly cold northern winter. 

one of Canada’s richest sources of iron ore. 

G. H. Jarrett—FPG 
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Petroleum has fast become the leading mineral 

resource of Canada. 

Malak—Annan Photo Features 

Geologists today are often searching for 

new minerals needed by industry rather 

than for gold. One ore they are seeking is 

pitchblende, the source of radium and ura- 

nium. Pitchblende was first discovered in 
Canada at the eastern end of Great Bear 

Lake. A mining town, Port Radium, was 

built. Port Radium is just 28 miles south 

of the Arctic Circle. 

New discoveries of pitchblende have re- 

cently been made. One important new 

pitchblende mine is at Uranium City, on 

the shores of Lake Athabaska. Uranium 

City has grown from a wilderness to a town 

of several thousand people in a few short 

years. 
Iron ore is one of our most important 

minerals. A huge deposit of iron ore is now 

being mined in Canada. This deposit is in 

the lonely Ungava area on the Quebec- 

Labrador border. Ungava is an Eskimo 

word for “far away.” 

How to get this “far away” iron ore to 

the steel mills was a real problem. So engi- 

neers built a railroad, 360 miles long, from 

the mine to Seven Islands on the Gulf of 

the St. Lawrence. There ore freight ships 

load the iron to take it to the waiting blast 
furnaces of Canada and the United States. 

Canada has huge supplies of coal. But 

Canada’s coal is located in the wrong 
places. The industries that need coal are in 
the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence lowland, but 

three fifths of Canada’s coal comes from 
far to the west in Alberta and British Co- 

lumbia. Most of the rest is mined in the 
Atlantic Provinces. So the industrial low- 

land imports much coal from the United 

States. 

Canada is rich in oil and natural gas. 
Just a few years ago a gigantic field of oil 

was found near Edmonton, Alberta. Oil 

production has grown rapidly. It now ranks 
first in value among Canada’s mineral 

resources. 

Coal is an important source of power for Canada’s 

rapidly growing industries. 



Canada’s Farmlands 

Farming is important to Canadians. 

More people in Canada are employed in 

farming than in any other industry. 

There are two especially important farm 

areas in Canada. One is the Great Lakes 

and St. Lawrence lowland. The other is on 

the prairies of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 

and Alberta. Both of these areas are in 

southern Canada. Farther north the grow- 

ing season is too short for successful farm- 

ing. This means that only a very small 

part of Canada’s total land area can be 

used to produce crops. 

The land in the Great Lakes and St. 

Lawrence lowland is sometimes called Can- 

ada’s “Heartland.” The “Heartland” is less 

than one tenth of Canada’s total land area. 

Yet more than two thirds of the Canadian 
people live there. Four fifths of Canada’s 
manufacturing is done in the “Heartland.” 
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Quebec Province—Photo Driscoll 

Tidy French farms, like this one on the Isle of Orleans, dot the Quebec landscape. 

And it is there that half of Canada’s farm 
products are raised. 

The “Heartland” is important farming 

country for several reasons. Much of the 

area is level and easily tilled. It also has 

warmer summers than any other part of 
this great northern country. And the newly 

completed St. Lawrence Seaway provides 

this region with ain excellent water route to 

the Atlantic Ocean and European markets. 

The lowland along the Great Lakes and 

St. Lawrence River is part of a farm belt 

that also includes the northeastern United 
States. This farm belt is known as the hay 

and dairy region. Much of the land in Can- 

ada’s hay and dairy region is stony. But 

such land often provides good pastures for 

dairy cattle. The summer weather is ideal 

for growing hay and oats. These crops 

make good feed for dairy cattle during the 

winter months when they must be fed in 

barns. 
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Tom Hollyman—Photo Researchers 

A farmer in Alberta harvests wheat, the leading 

crop of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. 

From the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic 
Ocean is a broad area of plains. The Cana- 

dian portion of these plains is a grassland. 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta oc- 

cupy this grassland. Together they are 

known as the Prairie Provinces. 

The Prairie Provinces have been farm- 
ing country ever since the first settlers ar- 

rived. The soil is rich, but the growing 

season is short, and there is often a short- 

age of rain. The choice of crops that can 

be grown under these conditions is very 

limited. 

Wheat is king in the Prairie Provinces. 

More than three-fourths of the cropland is 

in wheat. Farmers grow as much wheat as 

possible. Wheat can get along with little 

rainfall. It will ripen quickly. And Europe 

provides a good market for Canadian 

wheat. 

The rich soil of the Prairie Provinces has made this region the “breadbasket” of Canada. 

G. H. Jarrett—FPG 
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George Hunter—Shostal 

This farm, on the Peace River, belongs to a modern pioneer who is working land never before cultivated. 

In the drier portions of the Prairie Prov- 

inces are Canada’s ranches. These ranches 

are huge. Ranches often have thousands of 

head of cattle in a single herd. A hundred 

farms from the “Heartland” could be placed 
on one prairie cattle ranch. 

Some parts of Canada grow special 

crops. The Annapolis-Cornwallis Valley in 

Nova Scotia is known the world over for 
its fine apples. Harvests of delicious grapes 

and peaches come from the Niagara Penin- 

sula in Ontario. Northwestern New Bruns- 

wick and Prince Edward Island grow huge 

potato crops. 
Only a tiny portion of rugged, forested 

British Columbia is suited for farming. 

Even so, British Columbia’s farmers have 

their special crops—berries, fruit, vege- 

tables, and flowering bulbs. Dairying is 

also important near the larger towns. 

These Hereford cattle are part of a vast herd on 

a ranch in Alberta. 

Most of British Columbia’s farms are 

concentrated near the mouth of the Fraser 

River and in the southern portion of Van- 

couver Island. These locations get abun- 

dant rainfall, and their long growing sea- 
son is another advantage. 

Clemson—Annan Photo Features 



Courtesy of Aluminium Limited, Montreal 

A section of the smelter at the Kitimat plant of the Aluminum Company of Canada, the largest in the world 

Canada’s Growing Industry 

Canada is rapidly becoming one of the 

world’s leading manufacturing nations. 
The center of this manufacturing is the 

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence lowland. 

Here is where the raw materials from the 

rest of Canada flow in to be converted into 

manufactured goods. 

Processing butter in a dairy-products plant 
Malak—Annan Photo Features 

Mineral ore, pulpwood, and timber move 

southward toward this “Heartland” from 

the mines and forests of Ontario and Que- 

bec. From the Prairie Provinces come 

wheat, meat, and oil. And from the Atlan- 

tic Provinces come coal, wood, and food 

products. 

Much of the power that turns the wheels 
of Canada’s industry comes from the 

The paper industry depends on timber resources. 
Malak—Annan Photo Features 



streams that tumble down onto the low- 
land. Niagara Falls also provides great 

quantities of power. This waterpower is 

used to generate electricity. Canadian in- 

dustry uses tremendous quantities of elec- 

tricity. 

Canada’s industrial lowland extends 
from Windsor, just across the border from 
Detroit, through Toronto, Montreal, and 

on to Quebec. Throughout this region a 

dense network of railroads and highways 
provides needed land transportation. In 

addition, the great new St. Lawrence Sea- 

way provides the cheap water transporta- 

tion so necessary for shipping heavy or 

bulky goods. 

What are Canada’s chief manufactures? 
Pulp and paper rank first. Few places in 
the world are better located for the manu- 

facture of pulp and paper than the St. 

Lawrence River Valley. Forests lie to the 

north. Markets in the United States are to 

the south. And the water power so impor- 

tant to this industry-is available in abun- 

dance. 
Water power also helps other Canadian 

industries. It is used by the rapidly-grow- 

ing aluminum industry in both the St. 

Lawrence River valley and in British Co- 

lumbia. The manufacture of newsprint, 

plastics, textiles, and chemicals all require 
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In this plant at Sarnia, Ontario, synthetic rubber is 

manufactured from available raw materials. 

great quantities of water and electricity. 

Iron and steel manufacturing has long 

been a leading Canadian industry. Hamil- 

ton, Ontario, is sometimes called the “Pitts- 

burgh of Canada.” 

Canada is one of the world’s great trad- 

ing nations. Canada buys and sells on a 

world market. Before World War II, the 

United Kingdom was Canada’s best cus- 

tomer. But today, Canada’s neighbor to the 

south, the United States, is its number one 

customer. 

The Dominion Foundry and Steel plant at Hamilton, Ontario, one of Canada’s large steel mills 
G. H. Jarrett—FPG 
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USDA 

Under the shadow of the majestic Rocky Mountains, a herd of fine beef cattle grazes in a high meadow 

in Wyoming. Note the winding pattern of the stream that carries away water from melting snow. 

THIS IS THE U.S.A. 

Ask someone to measure a mile for you. 

Then imagine a square, one mile on each 

side. Three and a half million of these 

squares could fit in the United States of 

America. And 180 million men, women, 

boys, and girls share this land. 

Just 350 years ago the first settlers ar- The first settlers landed on the East 

rived from Europe. And less than 200 years Coast. They began clearing the forests and 

ago the United States became a free and plowing the soil. Settlers moved westward, 
independent country. Since that time great ever seeking better land and greater op- 

progress has been made. portunities. In this way the frontier moved 
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Cy La Tour—Photo Library 

Half a million workers use 140 million tons of iron ore each year to produce steel. 
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across the United States, from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific. 

It was slow work opening up the eastern 
third of the country. This eastern portion 

of the United States was covered with a 

great forest—one of the largest and dens- 
est in all the world. The land had to be 

cleared for cultivation. This hard work 
had to be done by hand. These early set- 
tlers had no bulldozers or tractors. They 

did not even have steel plows, but used 
plows that were made of wood. 

The Appalachian Highlands also acted 

as a barrier to slow the westward move- 
ment of settlers. But once across the High- 
lands, a great fertile land of prairies and 

plains invited rapid settlement. 

The large number of European immi- 
grants who flocked to the United States 

furnished a steady stream of settlers to 

open these new lands. The government also 

helped by making free land available and 

by furnishing aid in building railroads, 

roads, and canals. 

Farmers of the United States grow more 

food on less land than ever before. And it 
takes fewer farmers to grow this food. Bet- 

ter seed and fertilizer, mechanical equip- 

ment, and new methods of cultivating have 
all brought about these changes. 

Rich deposits of iron ore and coal helped 

the United States develop a huge iron and 
steel industry. This iron and steel industry, 

in turn, formed the basis for much of the 

country’s industrial development. A great 

variety of natural resources has made it 

possible for the United States to maintain 

ever-expanding industries. 

Because of its climate, fertile soils, and 

variety of mineral and fuel resources, the 
people of the United States have long en- 
joyed great prosperity as compared with 

many of the countries of the world. The 

United States has only five per cent of the 

world’s land area and less than seven per 

cent of the world’s people. Yet the people 

of the United States consume nearly half 

of all that the world produces. 
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Frank Donato—Photo Researchers 

The Slater Textile Mill, in Pawtucket, R. I., was 

America’s earliest factory. 

THE NORTHEAST 
It is hard to think of an industry that is 

not found in the northeastern states. Here 

is the greatest concentration of manufac- 

turing in the United States. The factories 
of the Northeast turn out goods as varied 

as giant locomotives and delicate scientific 

instruments. Textiles ranging from the 

finest silk to the heaviest canvas are woven 

in northeastern mills. Paper and pens; air- 

planes and atomic submarines; shirts and 

shoes; guns and gasoline; chocolate and 

cement; rockets and radios; watches and 

woolens—all these products and many 

more are manufactured in the Northeast. 
The Northeast is where American manu- 

facturing began. The first factories were 

in New England. They produced cotton 

cloth. Why did this industry begin in New 

England? Here are some of the reasons: 

Pittsburgh, at the junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, is North America’s steel center. 

USDA 



Courtesy of the Great Northern Paper Company 

Forests of the Northeast and Canada provide the raw material for this paper mill in Maine. 

1. New England had plenty of water- 

power to turn the mill wheels. 

2. New England’s damp air kept fibers 

from twisting and snarling during 

spinning. 

3. There was a good supply of labor in 

this most densely settled part of the 

United States. 

4. Because so many people lived in the 

Northeast, a good market was avail- 

able. 
The last two reasons have helped the 

Northeast keep its lead as the country’s 

manufacturing center. 

Power and raw materials are the basic 

ingredients of industry. Both are available 

in the northeastern states. Coal, natural 

gas, oil, and, of course, water power have 

long kept the Northeast well supplied with 

power. 
A tremendous variety of raw materials 

is available—both hard and soft wood for 
furniture, paper, and pulp; fruits and vege- 

tables for canning; fish for food and fer- 

tilizer; clay for pottery and bricks; shale 

and limestone for cement; and granite and 

marble for building stone. 

But some of the Northeast’s greatest in- 

dustries depend on raw materials that 

must be imported. Almost all of the cotton, 

wool, silk, iron, copper, lead, zinc, rub- 

ber, and leather that flow into the North- 

east’s mills and factories are shipped into 
this region. This means that the Northeast 

has to have a good transportation system. 

Railroads, highways, and the sea lanes of 

the Atlantic Ocean all serve the industrial 

Northeast. 

New York’s crowded harbor serves the world’s busi- 

est port. It handles 400 ships a day. 

The Port of New York Authorit 

Fad 
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Arthur Griffin—FPG 

Two New England lobstermen unload their catch taken from the cold Atlantic Ocean waters. 

Francis Pfotenhauer—Shostal 

Northeastern Fisheries 

Fishermen came first to North America. 

They charted the course across the North 

Atlantic Ocean that was followed by thou- 

sands of settlers. And fish was among the 
first resources of North America used by 

Europeans. 

The first recorded fishing voyage off the 

coast of the northeastern United States was 

made in 1602, 18 years before the Pilgrims 

came to Massachusetts. The skipper of 

that first fishing ship, Captain Gosnold, 

had good luck. He named Cape Cod for 
the fish he caught near its shore. 

Fishing has been important in the North- 

east ever since the days of Captain Gos- 
nold. Many a town on the New England 
coast began as a fishing community. Bos- 

ton, Portland, New Bedford, and Glouces- 

ter all were early fishing centers. 

Oysters are raised like a farm crop in Chesapeake 
Bay. Here they are being harvested by dredging. 



Fish is prepared for market in modern, sanitary 

packing plants like this one. 

Gloucester is still almost completely a 

fishing town. There you will see fishing 
boats tied so closely together that you can 

walk from the deck of one boat to the next. 
Nets are drying in the sun. And packing 

and freezing plants crowd together around 
the harbor. 

The ways of fishing are changing. Trim 

fishing schooners are being replaced by 
steam trawlers that actually scoop fish 

from the sea. The hard work of pulling in 

the nets is now done by heavy machinery. 

This machinery has replaced crew mem- 

bers, too. Fishing boats today carry a crew 

of seven. They used to carry 15 to 20 men. 

Sound waves are sent out by depth find- 
ers from the trawler. These sound waves 

John |. Grifin—American Museum of Natural History 

bounce off schools of fish. They tell the 
fishermen the exact location of the fish. 

There is little guesswork in modern fish- 

ing. The crew keeps in close touch with 

their home port. Radio telephones and ra- 
dio receivers aboard the trawlers give the 

captain and crew the latest market infor- 
mation and weather reports. 

Colorful fishing boats crowd the docks at New Bedford, Mass., once the world’s greatest whaling port. 
Carl Sherman—Photo Researchers 
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Unusually fertile soils plus careful farming methods have made southeastern Pennsylvania one of the 
United States’ most prosperous agricultural regions. Farmers have tilled this soil for 250 years. 

Farming in the Northeast 

Many people live in the Northeast. It 
takes a lot of food to feed them. Some of 

the food comes from other parts of the 
United States. Some even comes from other 

countries. But some of it comes from north- 

eastern farms. 

This Maine potato farmer is spraying his plants. 
Maine produces more potatoes than any other state. 

E. J. Cyr—Shostal 

my 

The Northeast is usually thought of as 
a great industrial workshop. Sometimes we 
forget about its farms. 

Here is a northeastern states Sunday 

dinner. It will help remind you of some of 
the good food that comes from northeast- 
ern farms. 

Tomato juice from Maryland 
Frying chicken from Delaware, or 
Roasting chicken from Rhode Island, or 
Lamb from New Hampshire 
Potatoes from Maine 

Fresh frozen vegetables from New Jersey 
Mushrooms from Pennsylvania 
Cranberries from Massachusetts 
Milk from Vermont 

and 
Apples, peaches, and grapes from New 
York. 



Massachusetts cranberry bogs glow red at harvest 
time. This state leads in cranberry production. 

Much of New England’s land is rough 
and stony. The growing season is short. 

So many farmers raise dairy cattle. Green 

pastures, fields of hay, and red barns make 

a typical New England farm scene. 

There is one area of the Northeast where 
many crops are grown. That is a narrow 

strip of land along the Atlantic coast, 
which stretches south from Long Island 

through Delaware and Maryland. 

The sandy soil of this plain is easy to 

cultivate. There is plenty of rain. The 

growing season lasts at least six months. 
Huge fields of garden vegetables dot the 

landscape. Some of the vegetables are 
rushed from the fields in fast trucks to the 
markets of nearby cities. Some of them go 

to large canneries. But today many vege- 

tables are carried fresh from the fields to 
freezing plants, where they are washed, 

packaged, and frozen within minutes of 
the time they are picked. 

_New Jersey specializes in raising vegetables for 

nearby cities. Here onions are bagged for sale. 

These snowy-white Long Island ducks will provide 

good eating for people all over the United States. 
Paul! Hogan—Shostal 
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In Illinois broad fields of corn provide farmers with their most valued cash crop. 

DEE NEL DW E:S J: 

No other farm region in the world equals 

the Midwest in food production or in the 

prosperity of its farmers. More people in 

the Midwest work in factories than on 
farms. But farming is certainly the Mid- 
west’s leading industry. With their large 

farms, and with machinery, midwestern 

farmers are more than able to meet the 

food needs of the country. 
Here is just part of the share of the 

United States’ farm products that are 

grown in the Midwest—nine tenths of the 

soybeans, three fifths of the wheat, four 

fifths of the corn, seven eighths of the 

swine, and three fifths of all livestock. 

The eastern portion of the Midwest is 
corn country. This region is often called 

the Corn Belt. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 

Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri are lead- 

ing Corn Belt states. 
Corn is the pioneer American crop. It 

was certainly one of the first crops grown 

Feeder farms for beef cattle, like these Hereford 

steers, are a specialty of the Corn Belt. 

on American farms. The Indians taught 
the early settlers how to grow it. 

As pioneers began to move westward, 

corn moved with them. In the Midwest 
these pioneers found an ideal climate for 

growing corn. 

USDA 
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These pigs are turning corn into meat. 

Corn likes hot summer days. It likes hot 

nights too. Corn also likes plenty of sum- 

mer rain. If the weather is hot, and the 

rains fall, corn will sometimes grow an 
inch or more in a day. 

Midwestern corn often goes to market 

“on the hoof.” Some farmers sell their corn 
in town, but most feed it to hogs and cat- 

tle. Farmers can make more money from 

fat hogs and fat cattle than they can from 

selling their corn directly. 
Corn is not the only crop grown in the 

Corn Belt. Actually it is grown on less than 

half of the cropland. More than half of 

the cropland is used for hay, soybeans, 

oats, and wheat. But, like corn, these are 

crops that can be fed to livestock. 
USDA 

clearly in this aerial view of typical midwestern farming country. 

USDA 



Well-managed dairy farms like this make Wisconsin’s farmers prosperous. 

The northern portion of the Midwest is 

a hay and dairy region. Here the long, cold 

winters and cool, moist summers discour- 

age the growing of corn. But these condi- 
tions are just right for growing hay. And 

hay makes fine feed for dairy cattle. 

Wisconsin is the leading dairy state. 

Most of Wisconsin’s milk is made into 

cheese and butter. Nearly half of the 

cheese made in the United States comes 

from Wisconsin. 

The drier western portions of the Mid- 

west are wheat lands. From the Dakotas 

southward to Oklahoma is wheat country. 

Here farms are huge, and there are few 

towns. You can drive for miles and see 

nothing but wheat, wheat, and more 

wheat. 

Feed, oil, and plastics are but a few of the varied 

products yielded by soybeans. 

A. M. Wettach—Shostal 

<2 
Chester Kronfeld—FPG 
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Edward Gra my 

To Buffalo’s busy harbor, lake ships bring heavy 

cargoes of midwestern grain and ore. 

Industry in the Midwest 

The Midwest has what it takes to be a 

great manufacturing center. What are 

these requirements for manufacturing? 
First, there must be a big supply of 

power. The Midwest has tremendous quan- 

tities of coal. Oil and natural gas are avail- 

able, too. 

Secondly, there must be a good supply 
and variety of raw materials. The Midwest 

Dick Hanley—Photo Researchers 
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Courtesy of General Mills Co., Inc. 

Grain is stored in huge elevators at flour mills of 

General Mills in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

has them—iron ore, livestock, wheat, and 

timber are just a few. 

There must be plenty of workers. Money 

has to be available to build factories. There 
must be a good transportation network. 

And, finally, there must be a good market 

for the products. The Midwest has no 
trouble meeting all of these requirements. 

For many years the processing of food 

products ranked first among the Midwest’s 
manufactures. But today machinery, metal 

products, and automobiles have taken the 
lead. However, meat packing and flour mill- 
ing are still big midwestern businesses. 

Years ago almost all slaughtering and 

meat packing was done on the farms where 
the livestock was raised. But fast trans- 
portation and refrigeration now bring the 

animals to huge packing plants in large 

midwestern cities. These meat packers find 

a use for almost every part of the animal. 
One packer in Chicago says he uses every 
part of the pig except the squeal. 

In the refrigeration rooms of meat-packing plants, 

government inspectors grade the meat. 



The steel industry's demand for iron ore created 
this large mine in Minnesota’s Mesabi range. 

Good transportation is important in flour 

milling, as well. Railroads deliver tons of 

wheat to mills in Minneapolis, Kansas City, 

St. Louis, and Wichita. Buffalo, at the east- 

ern end of Lake Erie in New York State, 

is an even greater milling center. It is 

cheaper to transport goods by water than 
by rail; so every year huge grain ships de- 

liver their cargoes of midwestern wheat to 

the flour mills of Buffalo. 
Cheap water transportation made pos- 

sible the growth of an important iron and 

steel industry along the shores of the lower 

Great Lakes. Specially-built boats carry 

iron ore hundreds of miles from the mines 
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, and northern 

Michigan to the steel mills of such cities 

as Gary, Indiana. At night the sky glows 

red from the huge blast furnaces. Coal and 

limestone, also needed for producing iron 

and steel, come from nearby mines and 

quarries. 

The iron and steel industry of the lower 

Great Lakes will probably become even 

more important since the United States 

and Canada have completed the St. Law- 

rence Seaway. Now ocean-going ships can 

sail 2,347 miles—all the way from the 

UNITED STATES 55 

Ewing Galloway 

Gulf of the St. Lawrence on the Atlantic 

Ocean, to Duluth, at the western end of 

Lake Superior. This means that ships can 

bring huge loads of iron ore from the rich 

new mines in Labrador to the blast fur- 

naces of the Midwest. 

An ore boat arrives at the unloading docks of the U.S. Steel plant at Gary, Indiana. 

sgeuet eet 

Van Bucher—Photo Researchers 
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Detroit’s automobile factories operate night and day. The automobile industry is the largest steel user. 

When you hear “Detroit,” you think of motor vehicles and equipment made in the 

automobiles. It is the center of the Mid- United States come from the Midwest. And 

west’s greatest industry. Over half the over two fifths come from Michigan alone. 

Workmen place the body shell on an automobile chassis in this River Rouge, Michigan, factory. 
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; Courtesy of the Florida State News Bureau 

Mild winters and abundant sunshine and rainfall make Florida a great citrus-growing state. 

Agee UU EL 

Most of the South is a land of long, hot 

summers. Winters are short and cool. 

There is abundant rainfall. This combina- 
tion gives the South a long growing season. 

And the long growing season has helped 

make the South a great farming region. 

In the past the story of southern farm- 
ing has been the story of three crops—cot- 

Early fruit production is a southern specialty. 

George Pace—Monkmeyer 

ton, tobacco, and corn. Cotton and tobacco 

were the cash crops. This means that the 

farmer grew them to sell. Corn was raised 

to provide food for the farmer’s family and 
his livestock. 

Cotton, tobacco, and corn hurt southern 

farmers. All three are row crops—planted 
in straight lines. All of the weeds have to 

Tobacco is dried before being further processed. 

USDA 
x 
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Mechanical cotton-pickers are replacing hand labor 
in the cottonfields of the South. 

be cleared between the rows. This means 
that no vegetation is left to hold the soil 

in place during heavy rains. And the South 

does have heavy rains. 

During a summer thundershower, rain- 

water rushed across open fields, carrying 

away tons of good soil. In some places this 

washing away of the soil caused great gul- 

lies to form. When this happened the farm- 

land had to be abandoned. 
Big changes are taking place on south- 

ern farms. Farmers are working hard to 

improve their soil. Plenty of fertilizer is 
being used. And the farmers are plowing 

their fields in ways that help keep the soil 
in place. 

Cotton, tobacco, and corn have not been 

forgotten. But other crops have been added 

to the southern farm scene. Peanuts and 
soybeans are both important southern cash 

crops now. And they are crops that help 

to improve the soil as well as to add cash 

to the farmer’s pockets. 

USDA 

The greatest change in southern farming 

is the growth of the beef-cattle industry. 

Abandoned cotton land has been changed 

to ranch land. Some southern ranches are 
larger than those in the West. The mild 

southern winters mean year-round green 
pastures. The South is fast becoming the 

new home of the cowboy. 

Texas, long famous for cowpunchers and cattle, still leads the United States in livestock production. 

Pin 
Bob Taylor—FPG 
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Josef Muench 

Closeness to raw materials, abundant and cheap fuel supplies, and a good location on the Gulf Coast .. . 

all these combine to make Houston a North American leader in the processing and shipping of chemicals. 

The South’s Growing Industries 

The South is rich in natural resources. 

This natural wealth is helping to build new 

industries in a land where farming has 

always ruled. Here is some of the natural 

wealth that is available in the South: 

Think first about minerals. 

Sulfur and salt are found in great domes 

along the western Gulf Coast in Louisiana 

and Texas. Seven tenths of the world’s sup- 

ply of sulfur, and the entire United States 
supply, comes from this region. There are 

enormous quantities of salt, too. Sulfur 

and salt form the basis for a growing south- 

ern chemical industry. 

Phosphate rock is another important 

southern mineral. Phosphate is used in 

making fertilizer. Most plants need large 

quantities of phosphate fertilizer to grow 

well. Most of the phosphate mined in the 

United States comes from the Gulf side 
of central Florida. Some comes from Ten- 

nessee. The Florida phosphate mines alone 

can keep the farmers of the United States 

supplied for the next 4,000 years. 

Phosphate rock is mined in Florida. The rock is blasted loose by high-pressure jets of water. 

Robert Leahey—Shostal 

Migeece 
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Bauxite, the ore of aluminum, is widely 

scattered over the South. More than nine 

tenths of the bauxite mined in the United 

States comes from central Arkansas. 

There are great supplies of iron ore in 

the South, although it is mined only in a 
few places. Most of the iron ore is mined 

near Birmingham, Alabama. One moun- 
tain there has a seam of iron ore more 

than 25 miles in length. This ore has 

helped make Birmingham an important 

producer of iron and steel. 

Think now of power resources — coal, 

oil, natural gas, and water power. 

Billions of barrels of oil lie under South- 

ern plains and swamps, and there are bil- 

lions more under the waters of the Gulf 

of Mexico. At least one third of the natural 
gas reserves and one fourth of the oil re- 

serves in the United States are in the South. 

Oil and natural gas are helping a great new 

refinery and chemical industry to develop 

in the South. 

Oilfields, like these, produce crude oil which must 

then be processed at a refinery. 

Fred Bond—FPG 
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B. A. Lang, Sr.—Shostal 

Refining petroleum is one of the leading industries 

in the South. Huge oil refineries dotting the land- 

scape are a common sight. 

Sulfur from nearby Gulf Coast mines is loaded onto 

a ship in Galveston harbor. 

Frank E. Meitz—Shostal 
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Herbert Lanks—Black Star 

Granite quarries like this are abundant in Georgia. 

What about coal? Southern coal mines 
produce two fifths of the United States’ 
coal. Most of it is shipped to the northern 

states. Southern industry uses more nat- 

ural gas and electricity than coal to supply 

its power. 

The South has what is needed for water 
power—mountains down which streams 
can pour, and plenty of rainfall. The south- 
ern highlands are a major source of the 

Sap from southern pines is used to make such 
products as tar and turpentine. 

Jerry Cooke—Photo Researchers 

Birmingham is the South’s leading steel producer. 

water power of the United States. Many 

dams have been built to convert southern 

water power to electricity. 

Finally, think about timber. 

More than half of the southern land- 

scape is covered with forests. Two fifths 

of the country’s timber comes from the 

South. More than half of the pulp and one 
third of the paper of the United States 
come out of the southern states. With its 

long growing season and heavy rainfall, 
the South has an ideal forest climate. The 
future looks bright for southern industries 

that depend upon forest products. 

Robert Thomas—Camera Clix 



Spaniards planted the first wheat in California. 

Today it occupies a large portion of the cropland. 

Ripening oranges cover the neatly spaced trees of 
this scientifically managed California grove. 

63 
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Few places in the world have such a 

variety of ways of using the land as the 

West. Water often determines how the 

land will be used. In only a few portions 

of the West is water available in quanti- 

ties large enough for farming. 

There are vast areas of desert. But there 

are places where enough rain falls to al- 

low scrub plants to grow. There huge live- 

stock ranches are found. The natural veg- 

etation is so sparse that it may take more 

than 120 acres just to support one steer. 

In country like that some ranches have 

more than half a million acres. 
Sheep ranchers also use the dry lands. 

Sheep can browse on leaves, weeds, and 

woody plants which cattle will not eat. So 

sheep can live on parts of the western land 
where cattle cannot get along. 

Josef Muench 
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In the spring, sheep are driven high into western mountains to seek fresh, green pastures. 

The opposite of the huge western ranch 
is the small irrigated farm. Where water 

is available, green patches appear on the 

brown desert. These green patches are val- 

uable. On them are grown fine crops of 

vegetables, melons, and fruit. 

The three states of the West Coast— 
California, Oregon, and Washington — 

have important farm lands. But there is 

a great difference in the kinds of crops 
produced in central and southern Califor- 

nia and the farm lands to the north. 
Spaniards and Mexicans were Califor- 

nia’s first farmers. They used the land to 

graze great herds of cattle. 

California became part of the United 

States in 1845. When gold was discovered 

four years later, California’s population 

grew rapidly, and more food was needed. 

The huge ranches of the old days were 
divided into smaller farms. Wheat soon 
became the chief crop. Rice and barley 

became important too. Today four fifths 

This cotton was grown near Tucson, Arizona. Irri- 

gation turned desert into fertile farmland. 

Idaho is famous for its potatoes. Modern methods 

of irrigation ensure a good crop every year. 

Hal Strong—Shostal 
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Cattle branding is a busy time on western ranches. Brands help distinguish cattle from different herds. 

of California’s cropland is still used for 

grazing and for grains. But other more 

specialized crops produce nine tenths of 
USDA 

pS, AES te ae : 

eh 
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the value of California’s farm products. 
These crops are cotton, vegetables, fruits, 

nuts, and dairy products. 
California is now the country’s second 

most important cotton-producing state. 

Only Texas grows more cotton. And Cali- 

fornia farmers also grow half of the coun- 

try’s fruits and vegetables. 
Farms of western Washington and Ore- 

gon have no water shortage problem. 

Plenty of rain falls there. This is also a 

region with mild winters and cool sum- 

mers. It is ideal dairy country. More than 

four fifths of the cropland is used for hay, 

grains for feed, and pasture. 

Poultry and eggs are also important in 

the northwestern portion of the United 
States. And nearly all of the country’s flax 

used for fiber is grown in Oregon’s Willa- 
mette Valley. Flax fiber is used in making 

linen cloth. 

Washington and Oregon are large fruit-growing 

states. This is a Washington cherry orchard. 



The Industrial West 

In the western mountain states no in- 

dustry is more important than mining. 
More than half of the workers of this re- 

gion earn their living in the mineral in- 
dustries. 

Mining began in the mountain country 

I1oo years ago. At first miners were inter- 

ested only in gold and silver. They had little 
use for the copper, lead, and zinc that they 
found with the gold and silver ore. Copper, 

lead, and zinc did not seem valuable 

enough to go to the expense of processing 

the ore. Then scientists found less expen- 

sive methods of processing these ores. To- 

day copper, lead, and zinc are more im- 

portant than gold and silver in the moun- 

tain states. 

The West Coast is growing fast. By 1970 

California will probably have more people 

than any of the 50 states. Thousands of 

families are also moving to Washington 
and Oregon. 

Plenty of jobs are waiting for skilled 

workers in modern west coast factories. 

The center of west coast manufacturing is 

the Los Angeles area. Only New York, Chi- 

D. Horter—FPG 

In the Pacific Northwest, salmon rank first in value 

among the fish resources. 

cago, Detroit, and Philadelphia have more 
industrial workers than Los Angeles. 

Seventy years ago Los Angeles was a 

farm community. Then oil was discovered. 

Oil brought manufacturing to this region. 

Arizona is famous for its mineral resources. Its production of copper leads all the other states’. 

Bill Sears—Black Star 
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Hollywood has been the world’s motion-picture 

capital for more than half a century. 

Courtesy of the Boeing Airplane Company 

Huge aircraft factories in California and Washing- 

ton produce modern jet airplanes. 

Gene Larmon 

Ralph Luce—Shostal 

Fruit and vegetable packing is a major California 

industry. These workers are grading strawberries. 

In 1909 the first movie studio opened in 

Los Angeles. Today the whole world looks 

to the Los Angeles suburb, Hollywood, for 

movies. In recent years it also has be- 

come a television center. 
But it was World War II that really made 

Los Angeles a great manufacturing center. 

Aircraft manufacturing became the chief 

industry. Automobile assembly plants, tire 

manufacturing, and the sewing of sport 

clothes also employ thousands of workers 

in the Los Angeles area. 

Another great west coast manufacturing 

center is the San Francisco Bay area. The 

fine harbor and port facilities have attract- 

ed many industries. Food processing and 

oil refining have long been important in 
this area. And now electronics is an im- 

portant new industry. 

The Pacific Northwest is the third west 

coast manufacturing center. Seattle, Taco- 

ma, and Portland are the chief cities. The 

Northwest’s natural wealth—timber, fish, 

and wheat—is processed and shipped to 
markets around the world. 

This northern California sawmill is representa- 

tive of the Pacific Coast’s great lumber industry. 



HAWATI 

Here is the “Paradise of the Pacific.” Per- 

haps you know it better as the state of Ha- 

waii. But the pleasant climate, blue Pacific 

Ocean, towering green mountains, and fine 

beaches make the Hawaiian Islands seem 
like “paradise” to many a visitor. 

Honolulu, Hawaii’s capital, is at the 

“crossroads of the Pacific Ocean.” Many 

ships, sailing between Asia and North 
America stop at Honolulu’s fine harbor. 
And airplanes heading for Japan, China, 

the Philippine Islands, Australia, and New 

Zealand stop at Honolulu’s airport to re- 

fuel. If you look at a map of the Pacific 
Ocean you will see why Honolulu is at the 

“crossroads of the Pacific.” 

Hawaii's first settlers were brown- 
skinned Polynesian people. They sailed 
their outrigger canoes northward from the 

islands of the South Pacific hundreds of 

years before the first white men sailed 

those waters. 

Today there are few pure-blooded Poly- 

nesians left in the Hawaiian Islands. Peo- 

ple from all over the world have flocked to 

the islands—Japanese, Chinese, Koreans, 

Filipinos, Puerto Ricans, Europeans, and 

people from the mainland United States. 

UNITED STATES 69 
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Few places in the world have a population 

with such a variety of races living happily 

together. 
Hawaii has two main industries—grow- 

ing sugar cane and pineapples. These two 

crops use more than nine tenths of the 
Hawaiian Islands’ ¢ropland. 

No crops in the world are grown more 

scientifically than Hawaiian sugar cane 
and pineapples. Skilled scientists are al- 

ways at work seeking better ways of pro- 

ducing these crops. 

Hawaii's “third industry” is taking care 

of tourists. Fine hotels line the famous: 
beaches. Mountain scenery and active vol- 

canoes are exciting attractions. The Ha- 

waii National Park is famed for its fiery 

volcano Mauna Loa. And the year-round 

warm waters and sunny climate have spe- 

cial tourist appeal. 

Lumahai Beach, on the island of Kauai, shows why Hawaii is a popular vacation land. 
Ray Atkeson 
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Charles C. Ray—Shostal 

Where prospectors once panned for gold, today 

large dredges scoop up gold-bearing gravel from 
the Yukon River basin near Fairbanks. 

Alaskan king crabs, like these taken from the cold 

waters of the Bering Sea, sometimes measure four 

feet across and are considered a great delicacy. 
Bob and Ira Spring 

so 

ALASKA 

One hundred years ago Alaska was Rus- 

sian territory. The United States purchased 

Alaska from Russia in 1867. The price was 

less than two cents an acre. But even at 

that price many people thought that the 

United States had been cheated. They 

thought of Alaska as a land suited only for 

Eskimos. 
We know better today. Each year enough 

gold is mined in Alaska to more than pay 

the price given to the Russians. And the 

value of the fish caught in Alaskan waters 
is even greater than the value of Alaska’s 
gold. There are great stores of oil and tim- 

ber in Alaska that have scarcely been 

touched. 

But even if Alaska had no natural wealth 

at all, it would still be important to the 
United States. Look at Alaska’s position on 
a globe. Alaska is only a few miles from 

the Soviet Union. Fairbanks is almost as 

close to Moscow as it is to Chicago. Military 

men say that Alaska has a strategic loca- 

tion. This means that its position is impor- 

tant in defending the rest of the United 
States. The Armed Forces have many men, 

airplanes, and ships in Alaska. 

Alaska is an air-age state. A larger por- 

tion of people fly and own planes than in 

any other state. A look at the map or the 
globe again tells why Alaska is huge. There 
are few roads or railroads. Places are far 

apart. If you want to travel anyplace in 
Alaska except along the coast, you fly. 



Otto Mayer—Shostal 

Snow-capped Mt. Popocatepetl rises nearly 18,000 feet above sea level. It is Mexico’s second-highest moun- 

tain. Once an active volcano, it still at times emits vast clouds of smoke. 

MEXICO, LAND 

Mexico has something of almost every- 
thing. Think first about the land. Two thirds 
of Mexico is mountainous. Slopes are so 

steep that the people do not think of east, 

west, north, or south when they travel. They 

think of “up” and “down.” 

The other one third of Mexico is a low- 

land. Here are narrow valleys, broad basins, 

swampy coasts, and a wide limestone plain 
with underground rivers. 

Or think about climate. To the south 

there is a wet Mexico. Part of this region is 

a land of tropical rain forests. But to the 
north there are deserts. 

Parts of Mexico are so high that even the 

summers are cool. But in the lowlands peo- 
ple swelter in the summer heat. 

OF CONTRASTS 

Think about people. There is an empty 

Mexico. You might travel for miles across 

the dry lands and never see a person or a 

house, But there is also a crowded Mexico. 

Most of Mexico’s people live in the central 
highland around Mexico City. Mexico City 
is one of the largest cities in the world. 

Only eight other cities, including Tokyo, 

London, and New York are larger. 

Or think about the past. Few countries 

have a more exciting history. 

In 1519 the first European landed on the 

Mexican coast. He was Hernando Cortés. 

Cortés led his men to the capital city of the 
ruling Indians, the Aztecs. 

The Aztec capital was Mexico City. Here 

was no mere Indian village. This was a real 
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This ancient pyramid is in the Central Valley of Mexico, where most of Mexico’s population lives today. 

city. There were fine palaces for the rulers. 

And, even more wonderful, there were 

beautiful temples and huge stone pyramids. 

The Aztecs were the ruling Indians of 

Mexico. When they conquered Mexico 200 

years before Cortés arrived, two other pow- 
erful tribes lived in Mexico. They were the 

Toltecs and the Mayans. These tribes, too, 

built temples of stone. They also wove cloth 

from cotton and made ornaments and tools 

of gold, silver, and copper. 

Aztec, Toltec, and Mayan ruins can still 

be seen in Mexico. The glory of their works 

rivals the pyramids of ancient Egypt. Many 

of the people of Mexico today are descend- 
ants of the Indians who built these wonders. 

This luxuriant tropical forest is in the state of Nayarit, on Mexico’s Pacific coast. 
Otto Done—FPG 
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Much of the world’s supply of silver comes from mines like this one in the Mexican highlands. 

__ Edward M. Edwin—Monkmeyer 

Mexican Mines and Manufacturing 

Dreams of gold and silver brought the 
first explorers to Mexico. These explorers 

came from Spain. They tramped over moun- 
tains, plains, and deserts searching for min- 

eral wealth. For some of the lucky ones their 

dreams came true. 

Few countries of the world are so rich in 

mineral wealth as Mexico. Coal and oil are 

found along the slopes and coastal low- 

lands. Metal-producing minerals are found 

in the mountain and plateau areas. 

In 1525 the great silver vein of Guana- 

juato was discovered. For four hundred 

years the mines of Guanajuato alone fur- 

nished from one fifth to two fifths of the 

silver in the entire world. More than one 

and a half billion dollars worth of silver 
has poured out of these fabulous mines. 
Even today Mexico produces more than 

half of the world’s supply of silver. 
Almost every mineral known to man is 

found in Mexico. In addition to silver, gold, 

Mexican oil is refined at modern plants like this 

one at Salamanca, over a mile above sea level. 



Mexican craftsmen are famous for their gaily- 
decorated pottery, like this huge jar at right. 

copper, and iron ore, Mexico’s mines pro- 

duce lead, zinc, mercury, graphite, man- 

ganese, and many, many more. 

Mining is Mexico’s most important in- 

dustry. But the Mexican people have ben- 

efited little from their country’s mineral 

wealth. More than nine tenths of Mexico’s 

mines are owned by people who live out- 

side the country. 

Mexico’s oil is owned by the people of 

Mexico. All of the oil production is carried 

on by Pemex, a government-controlled 
company. 

Oil was discovered in Mexico near Tam- 

pico in 1go1. A few years later one of the 

greatest gushers ever known was struck. 

It produced 60,000 to 75,000 barrels of oil 

a day. So much oil flowed from the well 

that dirt reservoirs had to be hurriedly built 

to hold it. Today Mexico has some huge oil 

refineries. And near Mexico City gasoline 

is produced for use throughout the country. 

Mexico has excellent possibilities for de- 

veloping manufacturing. There are plenty 

of raw materials. For power resources, 

Mexico has a plentiful supply of oil, and 

some coal and water power. 

But for many years there were few large 

or modern factories in Mexico. Most manu- 

facturing was done in homes or small 

shops. 
Leather goods, baskets, pottery, and sil- 

ver jewelry—most of it produced in home 

workshops—remain important in Mexico. 

Nevertheless, changes are taking place. 

New cotton mills have been built in the 
textile centers of Puebla and Orizaba. Mon- 

terrey, long the iron and steel center of 
Mexico, has added new blast furnaces. 

Many companies from the United States 

have built branch manufacturing plants in 
Mexico. These plants turn out machinery, 

Mexican jewelry is a popular item with tourists. 

This jeweler is at work in his studio in Acapulco. 

MEXICO 75 

John Strohm 

drugs, radios, chemicals, and a great vari- 

ety of other manufactured products. Most 
of these new plants are located in Mexico 
City. 

Mexico is still importing many manufac- 

tured goods. But it is working hard to be- 

come less dependent on outside sources. 

More than three fourths of Mexico’s im- 
ports come from the United States. And, 

in return, nearly three fourths of Mexico’s 

exports are shipped to the United States. 

David Forber t—Shostal 
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Village Life in Mexico 

How do the people of Mexico live outside 

of Mexico City and the other large cities? 

What kind of homes do they have? How do 

they use their land? What foods do they 

eat? And what kind of clothes do they wear? 

To find the answers to these questions, 

imagine that you have gone to visit a Mexi- 
can farm village. This village is in the high- 

lands, not far from Mexico City. Most of 

the people of Mexico live in this central 

highland. And two thirds of Mexico’s peo- 

ple are farmers. Here is what you would see. 
About 100 houses cluster around an 

open square. This square is called a plaza. 

It is no easy job to count each house for 

they are close together, and in front of 

them is a high wall. The only clues that 

there are houses behind the wall are the 
doors that open onto small courtyards. 

These courtyards are a part of nearly all 

Mexican homes. 

The wall and the houses are made of 
adobe. Adobe is a Spanish word meaning 

sun-dried brick. The adobe walls are thick. 

They keep the houses cool in summer and 

they keep out the cold wind in winter. 

The houses are simple. Many have only 

one room. It is the living room and the bed- 

room for the entire family. Few of the 

houses have windows. There is only the 

door to let in light and fresh air. 

Nearly all Mexican farmers live in vil- 

lages. Indian farmers before the coming of 
the Spaniards also lived in villages. During 

Indian times all of the cropland belonged 

to the tribe. No individual owned land. 
When the Spanish conquered Mexico, 

they took the land away from the tribes. 

Traditional ways of life change slowly in Mexican 
villages like the one at top left. 

A Tarahumara Indian girl (center) grinds corn 

into flour with her metate and rubbing stone. 

An adobe brick-maker plies his ancient craft at 

Valle de Guadalupe in central Mexico (bottom). 



The king of Spain then gave this land to 

his followers. In this way a few thousand 

Spaniards soon owned almost all of Mex- 

ico’s cropland. 

These large estates became known as 

haciendas. Hacienda is a Spanish word 
which means a large farm, worked by ten- 

ants and laborers instead of by the owner. 

Most farm villages used to be part of haci- 
endas. But a few years ago the Mexican 

government began to buy the large hacien- 

das. The government then gave this land 

back to the Mexican farmers. 
Today, in some farm villages, the people 

work the land together. They share the 

work of plowing, planting, and harvesting, 

and they also share the profits. In other 
farm villages, each farmer has his own 

fields which he works himself. In all of the 

farm villages the Mexican government is 

trying to help the farmers by showing them Mexican women do their washing at the commu- 
how to grow better crops by using good nity laundry as a farmer hoes his corn in the back- 
seed and fertilizer. ground. Corn is Mexico’s chief food crop. 

Ray Manley—Shostal 

Jane mea 

Colorful piles of fruits and vegetables are displayed 
at the weekly market in Taxco. 
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C. W. Herbert—Photo Researchers 

This irrigation project at Culiacan, in western Mexico, provides water for a booming farming region. 

Tortillas and frijoles — corn pancakes 

and beans—tell the story of food. Corn is 

Mexico’s most important food. Indian 

farmers grew corn long before the Span- 

iards arrived, and it is still grown on more 

than two thirds of Mexico’s cropland. 

Beans are important to Mexicans too. 

Beans are Mexico’s second most important 

food crop. They are valued because they are 

rich in protein. Many people get their pro- 

tein from meat. But most Mexican farmers 

Indian fishermen of Lake Patzcuaro are famous for 

their butterfly-shaped nets. 

Wolfe Worldwide Films, Los Angeles 24, Calif. 

are too poor to afford much meat. So beans 
usually take the place of meat in Mexican 

meals. 

Mexican cowboys, like cowboys in the 

United States and Canada, like broad- 

brimmed hats. The Mexican calls his hat 
a sombrero. The sombrero is worn by Mex- 

ican farmers as well as by cowboys. 

A sombrero protects the farmer and the 

cowboy from the hot sun and the rain. Hav- 

ing a sombrero is like having an extra 
pocket. Mexicans use the curled-up brims 
of their sombreros to carry things. 

Mexican farmers wear cotton clothing. 
Almost all of this clothing is made at home. 

Men and boys wear loose-fitting white 
trousers and shirts. Women and girls wear 

white blouses and gaily colored skirts. 

Because it gets cold in the highlands in 

winter, and after the sun has set at night, 

cotton clothing is not warm enough. The 

women wrap shawls over their heads and 
shoulders. Serapes keep the men and boys 

warm. A serape is a hand-woven blanket. 

It has a slit in the center. The farmer puts 
his head through the slit and drapes the 



serape over him. As the sun gets higher in 
the sky, and the day becomes warmer, the 
farmer removes his serape. He folds it and 
slings it over his shoulder. At night when 
he goes to bed, the serape becomes the 
farmer’s blanket. 

If corn and beans are the main food 
crops, what else do Mexican farmers grow? 
First, it is important to know that Mexico 

has only a small amount of cropland. Much 
of Mexico is too rugged or too dry for farm- 

ing. Less than one twentieth of Mexico’s 

total land area is used for growing crops. 

But the great variety of landforms and cli- 

mates in Mexico has given its farmers an 

opportunity to produce a variety of crops. 
The dry northern portion of Mexico is 

ranch country. Some ranches are huge. In 

the olden days several ranches had more 

than a million acres. 

Because the range is dry, many cattle 

are shipped to other parts of Mexico to be 

fattened before slaughtering. Most of the 

scrawny, tough range cattle are sold only 

for their hides and tallow. No one could 

chew the meat! 

If you could fly over northern Mexico, 

here and there you would see patches of 

green on the brown desert below you. 

Green on the desert means that irrigation 

water is available. The government is busy 

building dams and reservoirs to increase 

Mexico’s irrigated lands. 

Mexico’s largest irrigation project is 

called Laguna, a Spanish word meaning 

lake. The Laguna district is near the city 

of Torreon. More than half of the Laguna 

cropland is used for cotton, which is now 

Mexico’s leading export. 

Crops of central Mexico include wheat 

and corn in the cool highlands; coffee on 

the slopes; and bananas, sugar cane, and 

coconuts on the hot coastal plain. Each ele- 

vation has its own crops. This shows the 

effect of altitude on temperature. 

‘From the Yucatan Peninsula come two 

important products. Orie is raised on plan- 

tations in the drier north. The other is 

MEXICO 79 

Otto Done—FPG 

A Mexican laborer dressed in traditional white 

clothing spreads coffee berries to dry in the sun. 

gathered in the dense rain forests to the 

south. The plantation crop is henequen. Its 

strong fibers are used in making binding 

cord. Years ago the entire world’s supply 

of henequen fiber came from Yucatan, but 

today increasing amounts are being grown 

in East Africa. Mexican leaders are wor- 

ried about the future of their henequen 

industry. 

If you like to chew gum you should be 

interested in Yucatan’s other product. It is 
chicle. Chicle puts the “chew” in chewing 

gum. It comes from the sap of the sapodilla 

tree which grows wild in the rain forests. 

After drying on racks, henequen fibers are gathered 

into huge bales for export to world markets. 

Robert Leahey—Shostal 
Sk cot 
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CENTRAL AMERICA, 

BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO CONTINENTS 

A land bridge connects North and South 

America. South of Mexico this land bridge 

is called Central America. Six independent 
countries occupy this Central American 
land bridge. There is also a British colony. 

None of these countries, or the colony, is 

larger than a small state in the United 
States. 

Start at the southern border of Mexico. 

Here is the way the countries of Central 
America are located as you travel south: 

Guatemala British Honduras 

El Salvador Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa Rica 

Panama 

Christopher Columbus was the first Eu- 
ropean to sight Central America. He sailed 

along the coast of Honduras in 1502. 

All of Central America came under the 
control of Spain. In 1821 Mexico and Cen- 
tral America broke away from Spain. For 

Lake Atitlan, completely surrounded by volcanoes, 

is in the highlands of Guatemala. 
David Forbert—Alpha 

David Forbert—Alpha 

A modern highway winds through the Potrero 

Cerrado Valley of Costa Rica. 

a short time all of the countries of Central 

America except Panama became a part of 

Mexico. But this did not last long. Central 

American leaders decided to form one large 

country, which they called the Federation 

of Central America. 

These women are taking great loads of flowers to 

a village market in Honduras. 

David Forbert—Alpha 
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Pierre M. Martinot 

Ruins of the ancient Mayan civilization are found in both Mexico and Guatemala. Where clearings are not 

maintained, the jungle completely hides the ruins. 

But most of Central America is moun- 
tainous, and there are dense tropical for- 

ests on the lowlands along the coasts. It 

is still difficult to travel by land from coun- 
try to country. During the time of the 

Federation, more than 100 years ago, it 

Tortillas, made of ground corn, are a basic food. 
Girls learn how to make them at an early age. 

John Strohm 

was almost impossible. When each coun- 
try wanted its own independence, the gov- 

ernment of the Federation could not hold 
the various parts of the region together. By 

1842 the map of Central America looked 

as it does today. 

Guatemalan children in their classroom. There are 

not yet enough schools for all. 

Tom Hol lyman—Photo Researchers 
oes 
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Many people in Central America have 

Indian ancestors. Guatemala is the most 
Indian of all the Central American coun- 

tries. There, three fifths of the population 
are pure Indian. These Indians are descen- 
dants of the Mayans. 

Some Central American Indians have 
kept the ways of their ancestors. They live 

in small villages. Each village has its own 

customs and beliefs, and even its own style 

of clothing. If you spend a great deal of 

time in Guatemala, you will come to learn 

what part of the highland an Indian comes 

from by his costume. 

Indians look forward to market day. 

They travel for miles to the village that is 

holding a market. They carry pottery, 

cloth, and boxes of vegetables and chick- 

ens stacked high on their heads. They hope 
John Strohm 

Chichicastenango is a famous Indian market vil- 

to sell these goods at the market. But the lage in the highlands of Guatemala. 
market is more than a place to buy and 

sell goods. It is also a place to meet friends Indians gather around a pottery seller in a Guate- 

and exchange gossip. malan market village. 
Herbert Lanks—Shostal 
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Courtesy of the Pan American Coffee Bureau 

Tropical Plantations 

— Coffee and Bananas 

Central America is tropical. The low- 
lands are hot. So most of the people, nearly 
all of the important cities, and most of the 

roads, railroads, airports, and cropland are 

found in the highlands. In some of the 

countries more than three fourths of the 

people live in the highlands. 

Coffee is the chief highland crop. It was 
first planted in Costa Rica more than 150 

years ago. Today coffee is grown in all of 

the Central American countries except 
Panama. Central American coffee is noted 

for its fine flavor. Most of it is grown be- 

tween 2,000 and 4,500 feet above the sea. 

Careful picking of only the ripe berries makes Cen- 

tral American coffee especially valuable. 

Courtesy of the Pan American Coffee Bureau 

Plantations like this one in Costa Rica produce 

exceptionally fine-flavored coffee. 

This is the “mountain grown coffee” that 

you hear about in radio and _ television 

commercials. 

Men and nature work closely together 

in Central America to produce fine coffee. 

The men give their coffee trees special 

care. Coffee trees are often planted in the 

shade of taller trees. Shade-grown coffee 

has an especially delicious flavor. 

Owners of coffee plantations see that 
harvesting is done carefully. At harvest 

time the trees are covered with coffee ber- 

ries. Some berries are green, some are 
bright red, and some are dark red. Only the 

dark red berries are picked. 
The coffee pickers return to the same 

tree over and over. Each time they pick 

only the ripe berries. This is slow work. 

But their careful efforts have made Central 
American coffee especially valuable. 

Nature has helped, too. The soil in the 

coffee highlands is deep and rich. This soil 
has been made from volcanic ash. Volcanic 
ash produces the finest of all coffee soils. 

The Central American coffee highlands 

have an ideal climate. They are high 

These workmen are unloading a car of ripe coffee 
berries in El Salvador. 

Courtesy of the Pan American Coffee Bureau 
* 



Spraying operations are carried on regularly to 

prevent the spread of banana diseases. 

enough so that it never gets very hot. Yet 
they are not so high that there is ever 
danger from frost. The 50 to 60 inches of 

rainfall and the dry harvest season are per- 
fect for growing coffee. 

While coffee rules the highlands, bana- 

nas dominate the lowlands. Bananas thrive 

on hot weather, and they like plenty of 

rainfall. Both are available in abundance 
in the Central American lowlands. 

Growing bananas is big business. First 

the dense vegetation has to be cleared. 

Then engineers have to build drainage sys- 

tems to keep the flat land from flooding. 

Railroad tracks must be laid throughout 

the plantation, and more tracks are laid 

to the port on the coast where the bananas 

are loaded on ships. Even towns have to be 

built to house the workers. Some banana 

plantations have thousands of workers. 

A few years ago a serious disease almost 

ruined the Central American banana plan- 

tations. Some plantations were moved 

from the Caribbean coast to the Pacific 
coast in the hope that they might escape 
the disease, but it followed them. 

Bananas are picked while green to prevent their 

spoiling before reaching northern markets. 
Courtesy of the United Fruit Company 

/ [| / / / 
[|] / if 

Courtesy of the United Fruit Company 

Scientists finally saved the plantations. 

They discovered that they could control 

the disease by spraying the banana plants. 

Pipelines were quickly laid on the fields. 

These pipelines carry chemicals, which are 

sprayed on the banana plants every few 

days. The spraying must be repeated often, 

for the heavy rains of the lowlands soon 
wash off the chemicals. 

Bananas make up more than three fifths of the total 

value of Panama’s exports. 

Courtesy of the United Fruit Company 
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Herbert Lanks—Shostal 

This ship is sailing through the Gaillard Cut, one of the highest points on the Panama Canal. 

The Panama Canal 

The Panama Canal was opened to ships 

less than 50 years ago. But how important 

it has become! Think of a ship sailing from 

New York to Hawaii. Before the canal was 
built, it took weeks of extra time and thou- 

sands of extra miles to make the long trip 
around South America. 

The United States controls a strip of land 

five miles on either side of the canal. This 
strip of land is called the Canal Zone. It 
cuts across the center of the country of 

Panama. The United States pays Panama 

a yearly rent for use of the Canal Zone. 

The Panama Canal is one of the world’s 
great engineering projects. At its highest 

point, Gatun Lake, the canal is 85 feet 

above sea level. To raise ships to this height 
and bring them back down again, huge 

locks were built. 
Tom Hollyman—Photo Researchers 

CARIBBEAN SEA | 
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When a ship moves into a lock, a gate 
is closed behind it. Then water is pumped 
into the lock. In this way the level of the 

water, and the ship, is raised. When the 

ship leaves this lock it is at the level of the 

next lock. In this way it finally reaches 

Gatun Lake. Then, another series of locks 

lowers the ship to sea level. 

It takes a ship seven to eight hours to 

pass through the canal. In some years more 

than 8,000 large commercial ships use the 

canal. In addition, many small vessels, as 

well as Navy ships, make use of this short- 
cut from ocean to ocean. 

The Miraflores Locks lower ships from the Gaillard 

Cut to the Pacific Ocean. 
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To the east of the Yucatan Peninsula Passengers wait for a bus in Haiti, part of the 

and Central America, between North and Caribbean island of Hispaniola. 
Fritz Henle—Photo Researchers 

South America, is a vast expanse of water. 

This is the Caribbean Sea. In a great curve 

across the Caribbean, from Florida to the 

northern coast of South America, is a chain 

of islands. We call them the Caribbean 

islands. 
These Caribbean islands are the tops of 

mountain ranges that rise above the sea. 

Some are as large as an average sized 

state in the United States, but others are 

no bigger than a city lot. 

People live on more than 50 of the Carib- 

bean islands. But there are thousands of 

tiny islands, rocks, and reefs that are too 

small to support human life. 

| Many flags fly over the islands of the 

| Caribbean Sea. Among the islands there 

| are three independent countries — Cuba, 

Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. 



Courtesy of Pan American World Airways 

Here is the sheltered harbor of St. George’s, the chief port and trading center of Grenada. The island, 
discovered by Christopher Columbus, is covered by rugged, forested mountains. 

There are also two self-governing com- 

monwealths. One is the Commonwealth of 

Puerto Rico, which is associated with the 

United States. The other is the British 

Caribbean Federation. It is best known 

as The West Indies. Trinidad is its cap- 

ital. All of the British islands in the 

Caribbean, except the Bahamas and the 
British Virgin Islands, are members of the 

Federation. 

In addition to all of these, the flags of 

the United States, France, the Netherlands, 

and Venezuela fly over islands in the Carib- 

bean Sea. 

The Caribbean islands have a truly “tem- 
perate” climate. The islands are bathed by 
warm ocean currents. Gentle trade winds 

blow in off the open ocean. 

Trade winds blow from the northeast. 
As the air blows in off the ocean it strikes 
the northern and eastern slopes of the 
mountains. The air is forced to rise to get 
over the mountains. As it rises, the air be- 

gins to cool. Rain falls from this cooled air. 
The windward sides of the islands, those 

sides that face the wind, are wet. The lee- 

ward sides, these facing away from the 
wind, are often quite dry. San Juan, on 
the windward coast of Puerto Rico, receives 

over 60 inches of rain each year. Ponce, on 

the leeward coast, receives only 36 inches. 

Some of the highest islands get soaked. On 
the windward side of the Blue Mountains 

in Jamaica one weather station receives an 

average of 222 inches of rain each year. 
Yet at Kingston, just 30 miles away on the 



leeward side of Jamaica, the average yearly 

rainfall is only about 29 inches. 
On the eastern side of the islands the 

trade winds bring high waves on shore. 
This made it dangerous for sailing ships 

in the early days. The western sides of the 

islands afforded safer anchorages. For this 
reason almost all of the chief towns on the 
islands are on the leeward sides. 

Many countries have interests in the 

Caribbean islands. The people of these 
islands have come from every part of the 

world. People of all races live on the 

islands. Nevertheless, the ways of living 

are similar throughout the Caribbean. 

The Caribbean islands are in the tropics. 

Days throughout the year are warm. The 
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year-round average temperature in Ha- 

vana, for example, is 77 degrees. There is 

little difference in temperature from win- 

ter to summer. At Bridgetown, in Barbados, 

there is a difference of only four degrees 

between the warmest and the coldest 
months of the year. 

This tropical climate makes it possible 
for the islanders to grow highly valuable, 
warmth-loving plants. Sugar cane ranks at 

the top of the list of these tropical plants 
in the Caribbean. On almost every island 

where there is any farming at all, some 

sugar cane is sure to be grown, and to some 
islands, no crop could be more important. 

Cuba is sometimes called a giant sugar 

bowl. 

St. Lucia, a beautiful tropical island, is a member of the British Caribbean Federation. Its fertile valleys 

and narrow coastal plains are mainly used in producing sugar cane, St. Lucia’s chief product. 

Courtesy of Pan American World Airways 
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Fritz Henle—Photo Researchers 

These men, on St. Lucia, are hollowing logs to be 

used for fishing canoes. 

The catch taken by these Grenada fishermen will 

be sold fresh in local markets. 
George Leavens—Photo Researchers 

The real contrasts in ways of living are 

not from island to island, but between the 

lowlands and the highlands on each island. 
The lowlands are densely settled. Only 

those places on the leeward sides of islands 

that are too dry for farming have few peo- 

ple. The natural landscape of the lowlands 

has been completely changed by man. For- 

ests have been cleared, brushland has been 

burned over time after time, and grass- 

lands have been plowed. This land has 

been changed so that crops could be plant- 

ed and cities, towns, and villages could 

be built. 
The choicest portions of the lowlands 

are usually reserved for sugar cane. Much 

of this land is owned by large sugar com- 

panies or by wealthy planters. 

Farmers who live on the plantations 

plant the cane in the early spring. But 

they do not have to replant each year, for 



new plants will grow from the stalks of 

old sugar cane. Some plantations use ma- 

chinery to plant and to cultivate the sugar 

cane land. But on most of the islands the 
work is still done by hand. 

The summer and autumn months are 

spent cultivating the cane. Only a few 

workers are needed for this job. Many peo- 

ple in the islands find it difficult to get 

work in the summer and fall months and 
the unemployment rate is high. 

But the harvest season is a different 
story. From December to June thousands 

of workers are needed in the cane fields. 

At that time of year no one has trouble 

finding a job. The cane is cut by hand. 

It is then quickly carried to the mill in ox- 

carts, trucks, or railroad cars. At the mill 

the cane is cut into pieces, which are then 

crushed by huge rollers to squeeze out the 

juice. Finally the juice is boiled until it 

forms hard crystals of sugar. 

Courtesy of the Puerto Rico News Service 

Huge fields of sugar cane occupy Puerto Rico’s 

fertile valleys. 

Much of the hard work of cutting sugar cane is 

still done by hand in Cuba. 

Courtesy of the United Fruit Company 
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Courtesy of the Puerto Rico News Service 

Most island farms grow bananas for home use. 

Bananas for export are grown on plantations. 

George Leavens—Photo Researchers 
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Courtesy of the Puerto Rico News Service 

Mangoes are a favorite fruit in the Caribbean. 

They are also exported to the United States. 

Although sugar cane is by far the most 

important crop of the lowlands, many 

other crops are grown. Some of these are 

pineapples, winter-grown vegetables, coco- 

nuts, citrus fruits, cacao, and bananas. 

Most of these crops are exported to the 

United States and Canada, or across the 

Atlantic to Europe. 

The way of life is quite different in the 

highlands of the Caribbean islands. Be- 

cause slopes in the highlands are generally 

steep, and the soil is often thin, there are 

few areas where large-scale farming is 
found. 

In some few places, particularly western 

Cuba, Haiti, interior Puerto Rico, and east- 

ern Jamaica, special highland crops such 

as coffee and tobacco are grown. But in 

most parts of the highlands, there are no 

signs of plantation farming. 

These women, in the highlands of Grenada, are 

preparing coffee berries for drying. The berries 
must be carefully dried to ensure a good flavor. 

2 
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The highlands are thinly settled. Farm- 

ers who live in the highlands grow only 

subsistence crops. This means that they 

grow crops for their own use, rather than 

to sell. Patches of bananas, corn, yams, 

beans, and squash can be seen clinging to 
mountain slopes. 

Because the slopes are so steep, it is 

impossible to use farm machinery in the 

highlands. All of the work of clearing the 

land, plowing, and cultivating is done by 

hand. Great care must be taken to keep the 

soil from washing away. 

Tiny villages of crude huts huddle to- 

gether in narrow mountain valleys, or even 

on the steep slopes of the mountains them- 

selves. Few real roads lead into the heart 

of the island mountain country. Only nar- 

row trails wind through the forests and 

over the ridges. Such trails are meant for 

mules or burros, not for automobiles. 
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Courtesy of the Puerto Rico News Service 

Above, many Puerto Rican farmers use tiny hillside patches like this one to produce tobacco. 

Space for houses is limited in the mountainous regions of the Caribbean islands (below). 
Slide Library—American Museum of Natural History 
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NORTH AMERICAS FUTURE 

It was just a little over 450 years ago 

that Christopher Columbus and his men 

sailed their ships into the waters off the 

North American continent. At that time 

the world did not even know that North 

America existed. 

Think of all that has happened in those 

450 years. But what of the years that are 

yet to come? 

The people of the countries of the north- 

ern two thirds of the continent, Canada 

and the United States, have much in com- 

mon. The climate and landforms of south- 

ern Canada, where most Canadians live, 

and of the northern United States, where 

most Americans live, are similar. The ways 

of earning a living, the language, and the 

customs of these two countries are much 

alike. Neither the Canadian nor the citizen 

of the United States is considered a for- 

eigner in the other’s country. These are 

things that will not change. 

Friendly co-operation between Canada 
and the United States will be essential for 

Camera Clix 
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William Eymann—FPG 

A great network of new super-highways will link 

the people of North America more closely. 

the future welfare of each. The St. Law- 
rence Seaway is one example of recent co- 

operation. The co-operative development of 
the northland, shared by both countries, is 

essential too. This is a region of great stra- 

tegic importance. The defense of the entire 
North American continent depends upon — 

the watchfulness of military outposts in 
the northlands. 

What of Mexico, Central America, and 

the Caribbean islands? They seem differ- 

ent from the countries that lie to the north. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway is opening a new sea 
lane from the ocean to the interior of the continent. 



Languages, customs, foods, and ways 
of living are unfamiliar to people from 
Canada and the United States. Yet the 
lives of the people of these more southern 
lands are tied closely with the lives of their 
neighbors to the north. 

Much of the exports of Mexico, Central 

America, and the Caribbean islands will 

continue to move northward. In return, 

goods from Canada and the United States 

will flow southward, as before. 

The people of all of North America will 

feel closer in the future. This closeness will 

involve more than just trade. Trade goods 
are not the only things that cross borders 

between countries. Ideas travel too. 

Art, music, books, movies, inventions, 

and knowledge of all kinds are the kind 

of ideas that can travel. There will be a 

greater exchange of these “ideas” in the 

future. People will be able to travel faster, 

farther, and more often in the years to 

come. The exchange of goods, people, and 

ideas will surely do much to bind more 

closely together all of the people who share 

the North American continent. | 

This Bevatron is a vital key in atomic research. 

Pet of California—Photo Researchers 
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Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

This Thor-Able rocket is emblematic of a new age 

of scientific discovery and exploration. Soon man 

will be able to travel in outer space. 

Education for all North American boys and girls is 

the promise of the continent’s future. Someday 

education will be available to everyone. 

Lew Merrim—Monkmeyer 
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NORTH AMERICA— FACTS AND FIGURES 

COUNTRIES: AREA AND POPULATION 

Area in 
Country sq. miles 

Canada Sool,11sS 

U.S.A. 3,557,098 

Mexico 160,373 

Nicaragua 57,145 

Cuba 44,206 

Honduras 43,227 

Guatemala 42,042 

Panama 23,071 

Costa Rica 23,421 

Dominican 

Republic 19,333 

Haiti 10,714 

British Honduras 8,867 

El Salvador 8,259 

Population 
(est. 1960) 

17,606,000 

181,306,000 

34,530,000 

1,458,000 

6,727,000 

1,928,000 

3,689,000 

1,061,000 

1,138,000 

2,989,000 

3,590,000 

94,000 

2,962,000 

LARGE CITIES AND THEIR POPULATION 

City and Country (or State) 

New York, New York 

Chicago, Illinois 

Mexico City, Mexico 

Los Angeles, California 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Detroit, Michigan 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Montreal, Canada 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Houston, Texas 

Havana, Cuba 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Washington, D.C. 

San Francisco, California 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Toronto, Canada 

HIGHEST MOUNTAINS 

AND THEIR ELEVATIONS 

Mountain and Country (or State ) 

McKinley, Alaska 
Logan, Canada 

Orizaba, Mexico 

St. Elias, Alaska-Canada 

Population 

(est. 1960) 

7,886,900 

3,811,400 

3,301,760 

2,472,000 

2,183,500 

1,914,900 

1,455,400 

1,172,000 

952,700 

950,000 

900,000 

870,100 

830,000 

790,700 

765,900 

743,000 

686,600 

685,000 

Height 
in feet 

r 20,270 

19,850 

18,700 

18,008 

Mountain and Country (or State) 

Popocatepetl, Mexico 

Ixtacihuatl, Mexico 

Foraker, Alaska 

Lucania, Canada 

King, Canada 

Steele, Canada 

Bona, Alaska 

Sanford, Alaska 

Blackburn, Alaska 

Wood, Canada 

Height 
in feet 

L780¢ 

17,342 

17,280 

17,150 

17,130 

16,439 

16,420 

16,208 

16,140 

15,880 

Whitney, California (21st in size) 14,495 

LARGEST LAKES AND THEIR AREAS 

Lake and Country 

Superior, Canada-U.S.A. 

Huron, Canada-U.S.A. 

Michigan, U.S.A. 

Great Bear, Canada 

Great Slave, Canada 

Erie, Canada-U.S.A. 

Winnipeg, Canada 

Ontario, Canada-U.S.A. 

Nicaragua, Nicaragua 

Athabaska, Canada 

Winnipegosis, Canada 
Manitoba, Canada 

Area in 
sq. miles 

31,820 

23,010 

22,400 

12,000 

Liie 

9,940 

9,398 

7,940 

3,100 

3,058 

2,086 

Lie 

LONGEST RIVERS AND THEIR LENGTH 

River and Country 

Missouri, U.S.A. 

Mackenzie, Canada 

Mississippi, U.S.A. 
St. Lawrence, Canada-U.S.A. 

Yukon, Canada-U.S.A. 

Rio Grande, U.S.A.-Mexico 

Arkansas, U.S.A. 

Colorado, U.S.A.-Mexico 

Ohio, U.S.A. 

Red, U.S.A. 

Saskatchewan, Canada 

Columbia, U.S.A. 

Peace, Canada 

Snake, U.S.A. 

Length 
in miles 

2,714 

2,514 

2,350 

Pande | 

1,979 

1,800 

1,450 

1,400 

1,306 

1,300 

1,205 

1,200 

1,054 

1.038 
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