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Symbols stand for bigger 

things, like mountains, streets, 

Or even streams. 
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Symbols are so very small. 





Maps and globes can’t 

show it all. 
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Look in the corner to find the 

key, a handy tool to explain 

what you see. 
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Maps can show us lots of 

things, like giant rivers or 

parks with swings. 





Just use the symbols and 

the key, reading maps is fun 

and easy! 





GLOSSARY 

city (SIT-ee): A city is a very large town 

with lots of people living in it. 
~ Cities have lots of streets, buildings, 

and stores. 

globes (GLOHBS): Globes are round 
spheres that show the entire Earth. 
Globes contain symbols and colors that 
stand tor bigger things. 

key (KEE): A key shows what the 
WW ior symbols stand for on a map. You can 

usually find the key in one of the 
bottom corners on a map. Sometimes 
a key is called a legend. 

>> Street 

= Stream 



= map (MAP): A map is a flat drawing of 
i an area. There are maps of streets, 

' towns, cities, the world, and much more. 

~ “41 Maps contain symbols and colors, which 

-_ all stand for something larger. 

mountains (MOUN-tuhns): Mountains 
are parts of the land that are very high. 
Some mountains were created by 

- glaciers or volcanoes. 

symbols (SIM-buhls): Symbols are little 
pictures on a map that stand for bigger 
things. An airplane symbol stands for an 
airport, and blue lines show rivers. 
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Websites to Visit 
www.maps4kids.com 

www.tedstats.gov/kids/mapstats/ 

htto://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 

About the Author 
Meg Greve lives in Chicago with her 
husband, daughter, and son. She loves to 

study maps and imagines traveling to 
new and different places. 
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Rourke's Little World Geography series introduces 

emergent readers to basic geography concepts. Children 

learn about maps, globes, directions, and the Earth's 

features. Simple text supported by clear photos encourage 
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about the world around them. : | 
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