
















“Missouri Approves Fishing with Bare Hands” (Int.) ! Known variously
as noodling or hogging, handfishing has long been a misdemeanor
punishable by fines, because state officials fear it depletes breeding-
age catfish.

noofter n. a homosexual. Derogatory. Sexuality. Slang. United King-
dom. [Popularized by the British television program “Only Fools
and Horses,” first broadcast in 1981. Possibly a blend of nance
or nancy and poofter.]
1992 Independent (U.K.) (Dec. 19) “After the Courses, the Horses,”
p. 14 ! For “Only Fools and Horses,” John Sullivan replaced the
expletives of south London with a rich invented argot. Jason reveled
in it, and, in a neat example of reality reflecting art, made words such
as dipstick, noofter and lovely jubbly part of a real-life wide boy’s
vocabulary. 2001 Usenet: alt.sailing.asa (June 17) “Re: Unless You
Live Aboard” ! If I’m a “plonker” then you are a “pukka noofter”!
2001 Frank O’Donnell Scotsman (Scotland) (June 21) “Hearts Acts to
Have Bigoted Web site Shut” ! There was also a section on the web
site called Noofters, which was said to stand for “Nasty Odur (sic)
Obese Fenian Timmy Eejit Rubbish Scum.” 2003 [Jeef]
OfficialSpin.com (Nov. 13) “Re: Is Prince Charles Gay?” (Int.) ! Prince
charle is noofter and should not be alowed within a mile of the brit-
tish throne. 2004 Tom Lappin Scotsman (Scotland) (Aug. 2) “Getting
Old Can Be a Bit of a Drama” (Int.) ! Ray asks him pretty soon after
they meet whether Jim is a “noofter.”...Jim thinks he rather might be,
but the writer’s deft plot spine concentrates on Ray gradually coming
around to the idea that he might be as well. A homosexual affair
between a couple of geriatrics across the class barrier isn’t entirely
easy territory for any dramatist.

nuclear option n. especially in politics, an action of last resort;
in recent years in the United States, an extreme method of over-
coming a filibuster related to the confirmation of judicial nomi-
nees. Politics. This term was not coined by U.S. Senator Trent Lott.
According to William Safire, the term goes at least back to the
Richard Nixon presidency, when he heard it for the first time from
Nixon’s Chief of Staff, Bob Haldeman.
1986 Richard Thomson Times (London, Eng.) (Nov. 12) “Collier Case
Seen as Shot Across Bows of Would-Be Rule Breakers” ! Morgan
Grenfell chose the “nuclear option” and asked Mr. Collier to resign.
There is, of course, a range of lesser sanctions appropriate to lesser
misdemeanors. 1998 Liam Halligan Financial Times (U.K.) (Mar. 10)
“MPs Propose Abolition of Ancient Commons Rituals,” p. 8 ! One
Conservative MP, fresh from helping to “talk out” a bill to outlaw fox-
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hunting last Friday, said the convention was only one of a number of
ways to “filibuster” legislation. “ ‘I spy’ is the nuclear option,” he said.
“But members intent on frustrating a bill can still deliberately table
numerous amendments, or shuffle extremely slowly through the vot-
ing lobbies.” 2003 Charles Hurt Washington Times (D.C.) (Mar. 28)
“Senate Panel OKs Owen for Judgeship,” p. A6 ! Republicans have
hinted ominously to some “nuclear” option for breaking the judicial
logjam some time after Easter. 2004 James D. Besser Jewish Week
(N.Y.) (Dec. 31) “Judicial Wars Redux” (Int.) ! The nuclear option is
Washington parlance for the threat by Senate Republican leaders to
change the rules to prevent filibusters on judicial nominations.

numptorium n. the building used by the Scottish Parliament at
Holyrood, or by extension, the parliament itself. Politics. Scotland.
[Scots numpty ‘a stupid person’ + Latin -orium ‘a building or place
where an activity occurs or a (type of) thing is located.’]
2004 Scotsman (Scotland) (Oct. 18) “Hickey; Hickey,” p. 17 ! A prize
of a year’s supply of the full proceedings of the Scottish Parliament is
on offer for the best term for the Holyrood Reichstag. So far, I can
reveal two short-listed terms “Auld Drearie” and “The Numptorium.”
My old chum, Sir Taggart Kilbirnie of that Ilk, suggests that the latter
would make the present regime a “Numptocracy”! 2004 Jason
Allardyce Sunday Times (London, Eng.) (Nov. 7) “Holyrood ‘Numpties
Are Worse Than Cuba,’ ” p. 13 ! A leading British economist has dis-
missed the Scottish parliament as a glorified town hall that promotes
policies which are more zealously socialist than those of the hardline
communist government of Cuba. John Blundell, director-general of
the Institute of Economic Affairs, says that Holyrood is a “numpto-
rium” that should be converted into a museum. 2005 George Kere-
van Scotsman (Scotland) (Jan. 1) “Word of the Week” (Int.) ! My
nomination for new word of 2004 goes to “numptorium,” coined by
our own Peter Clarke, and meaning “a political assembly or parlia-
ment building staffed by politicians of a low average IQ, or possessed
of venal interests.”

nut up v. to become bold, courageous, or forthright; to SACK UP,
man up. Slang.
1999 Usenet: alt.tv.angel (Nov. 25) “Re: Last Night’s Ep—Is this Angel
or Star Trek?” ! Who ripped off who? Did anyone complain? Nut up
or shut up. 1999 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling (Nov. 26) “Re: New
Here...” ! That’s quite a while to lurk...why’d you decide to nut up
now? 2004 Craigslist (Oct. 4) “Warning: This Post Could Piss You Off”
(in San Francisco) (Int.) ! Children: Nut up, get out on the blacktop,
and throw that dodgeball back at that little shit harder than he threw
it at you.
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olf n. a scientific measure of indoor odor intensity. Science. [olfac-
tion unit. Coined by Danish scientist P.O. Fanger in 1987.]
1991 Jonathan M. Samet Indoor Air Pollution (June 1), p. 360 ! Using
an odor panel as a subjective instrument, Fanger (1987) defined the
olf (abbreviation for olfaction unit) as the emission rate of bioefflu-
ents from a standard sedentary person in thermal comfort. 2002
Jeremy Colls Air Pollution (Oct. 1), p. 341 ! A smoker has been
reported as being about six olf even when not actually smoking.

on (one’s) bicycle adj. in boxing, constantly moving around a ring
(to avoid an opponent). Sports.
1979 Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (Nov. 26) “Weaver Defeats
LeDoux” (in Bloomington, Minn.), p. S20 ! We came out here (in the
12th) and Weaver was on his bicycle, dancing around. 1996 W.H.
Stickney, Jr. Houston Chronicle (June 24) “Nunn Takes His Time,
Defeats Armenta,” p. 11 ! Capitalizing on the expansive 18-foot ring,
Sullivan got on her bicycle for the entire fight to avoid the power and
hand speed of Zamarron, who trains in the same Austin gym. 2003
Tim Smith N.Y. Daily News (Sept. 21) “Win Despite Boo Byrds,” p. 81
! In the 12th round it looked like Oquendo had hit Byrd with a clean
right and knocked him to the canvas, but referee Eddie Cotton ruled
it a slip. Perhaps thinking he had the bout sewn up, Oquendo got on
his bicycle briefly. 2004 Jim Kernaghan London Free Press (Ontario,
Can.) (Sept. 11) “Lady Boxer Will Hang Up Her Gloves” (Int.) ! She
never got on her bicycle, as they say in ring parlance about excessively
defensive fighters, during her boxing career.

187 n. a homicide. California. Jargon. Police. Slang. United States.
[From section 187-199 of the California penal code, which relates
to murder.] Also attrib.
1993 Jeff Schnaufer L.A. Times (May 13) “Police See Deadly Message
in T-Shirt,” p. 3 ! While the literal translation of the shirt is the police
code for homicide (“187”) followed by gang slang for police
(“hudda”), many Valley police, school officials and gang experts see it
another way: “Murder a Cop.” 2004 Ryan Wolf KGBT-TV (Harlingen,
Tex.) (Apr. 29) “School Fights Lead to Arrest of Students” (Int.) ! She
later added, the students in question write “187” about him. It’s street
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lingo for a homicide. *2004 Janene Rae National Alliance of Gang
Investigator Associations “The Newspaper of the Streets” (Int.) ! The
number 187 is frequently used in gang graffiti around the United
States, and represents the number of the California Penal Code for
homicide. Graffiti which includes 187 is literally making a death
threat. 2005 Kathy Steele Tampa Tribune (Fla.) (Jan. 6) “Graffiti Iden-
tifies Gang Activity” (Int.) ! They use graffiti to mark territory but
also to send messages. In some cases, threats are made as when the
number “187,” a gang’s name and an individual’s name appear. “That
is a call to kill the person,” McDaniel said.

open (up) daylight v. phr. especially in horse racing, to out-
distance a competitor. Sports.
1882 Bismarck Tribune (Dakota Territory) (July 7) “The Fourth’s
Furore,” p. 2 ! Before the Girl got down to business again the Maid
opened daylight between them, but losing her grip before reaching
the home stretch on the first half mile, the Girl gathered her in and
showed her heels to the pacer to the finish. 1936 Syracuse Herald
(N.Y.) (Jan. 26) “Gratton Colt Is Surprise as He Takes Derby Trial” (in
Hialeah Park, Fla.), p. 3 ! The speedy Baby Bubble quickly outfoot
that gelding and opened up daylight over Grog. 1978 Beverley Smith
Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (June 20) “Mat Hanover Winner in 2:03
2/5 at Mohawk in First Betting Outing,” p. P36 ! He quickly opened
up daylight on the field, and coasted home by four lengths. 1984
Globe and Mail (Sept. 24) “Birdies Win for January” (in Concord,
Mass.), p. S10 ! Then January opened daylight with birdies on the
third, fourth and fifth holes. 1986 Gary Reinmuth Chicago Tribune
(June 6) “Spence: USFL Rejected Offers,” p. C2 ! With Boston open-
ing up daylight in the American League East, New York Yankees
owner George Steinbrenner now says trading Don Baylor to the Red
Sox might have been a mistake. 1993 Peter Byrne @ Bailbao, Spain
Irish Times (Dublin, Ireland) (Mar. 29) “McKiernan’s Silver Lining,” p. 1
(suppl) ! Strong and composed, she showed no outward sign of
weakening under the pressure and when she decided to go for home,
1 190 metres from the finish, she quickly opened up daylight between
herself and the Irish girl. 2000 Ed Fountaine N.Y. Post (June 9) “Go
for the Global Goodie; Long Shot Is Primed for Belmont Stunner,” p.
104 ! In the last 20 years, just four favorites have won the Belmont
Stakes. That trend will continue tomorrow when a big long shot,
Globalize, scoots to the lead on the far turn, opens daylight and out-
lasts the favorite, Aptitude, in the 132nd Test of the Champions.
2005 Kat Thompson SportsFan Magazine (Apr. 14) “Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, Start Your Equines” (Int.) ! Bellamy Road, who not only
opened up daylight (that’s equine parlance for “a can of whoop-ass”)
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on his rivals at last weekend’s Wood Memorial (huh, you said...Oh,
shut it) but also broke a 13-year-old stakes record in the process.

open the kimono v. phr. to expose or reveal secrets or propri-
etary information.
[1959 U.A. Casal Folklore Studies “The Goblin Fox and Badger and
Other Witch Animals of Japan,” vol. 18, p. 84 ! It was believed that the
wolf was shameful of sexual things, having no strong sexual instincts.
He would never disclose his organ, but hide it behind his hanging tail.
Should a person perchance see his sexual act, he or she would have to
open the kimono and disclose his or her own organ, so as not to
shame the wolf.] 1979 Jennifer Clough Evening Capital (Annapolis,
Md.) (May 9) “Pledged Projects Get Axed,” p. 8 ! We started four
years ago with opening the kimono (budget book) and now we’re
caught without our underwear. 1999 Paul Freiberger Fire in the Valley
(Dec. 9), p. 308 ! “I went down to Xerox Development Corporation,”
[Steve] Jobs said,...“and I said, ‘Look, I will let you invest a million
dollars in Apple if you will sort of open the kimono at Xerox PARC.’ ”
2005 Scott Adams @ comic Dilbert (June 16) (Int.) ! Don’t open the
kimono until you ping the change agent for a brain dump and drill
down to your core competencies.

Orange Curtain n. the characteristics, real or imagined, that dif-
ferentiate Orange County from Los Angeles County and the rest
of California. California.
1984 Reginald Dale, Paul Taylor @ Orange County, Calif. Financial
Times (U.K.) (Sept. 4) “Reagan Promises Peace from Behind Califor-
nia’s Orange Curtain,” p. 4 ! Roughly halfway between Los Angeles
and San Diego, it is a place to which people tired of city life are
reputed to retreat—to surround themselves with the locally renowned
“Orange Curtain,” as if with a security blanket. 1986 Barry Koltnow
Orange County Register (Calif.) (Oct. 27) “Police vs. Clubs Conflict
Closing Curtain on OC Music Scene,” p. D1 ! They began scheduling
concerts and it looked like original music was making a serious come-
back behind the Orange Curtain. 1986 Jeannine Stein L.A. Times
(Oct. 27) “Orange County Opulence at Two Store-Opening Galas,” p. 1
! What of the stereotype of the unsophisticated shopper who lives
“behind the Orange curtain”? 1990 Mike Davis City of Quartz: Exca-
vating the Future in Los Angeles (Nov. 1), p. 139 ! Tom Johnson, iron-
ically an L.B.J. protégé, was brought in from a Texas farm team in
1980 to become Times publisher with the specific mission of pene-
trating the Orange curtain. 1991 Ann Rule If You Really Loved Me
(May 15), p. 5 ! Los Angeles County is bigger, glitzier, smoggier, and
its meaner streets are statistically more dangerous. The stargazers and
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the starlets, the baby moguls and the legends, live there, clawing for
fame and fortune, at least according to those south of the “Orange
Curtain.” Conversely, Orange County residents are deemed priggish,
plastic, conservative—even “nerdy” by some of the more urbane Los
Angelenos. 2003 Paige Penland Lonely Planet Road Trip California
Highway 1 (Oct. 1), p. 51 ! Orange County gets no respect. But
behind the Orange Curtain lie treasures worth exploring. 2005 OC
Weekly (Calif.) (Apr. 1) “Can’t We All Just Get Along?” (Int.) ! We real
Orange Countians could pull out those dusty Don’t Tread on Me flags
we have stowed in the garage.... For one thing, war never solves any-
thing. For another, they outnumber us, 6 to 1. And it’d seem as if we
here behind the fabled “Orange Curtain” (coined in LA, no doubt)
suffered from a major inferiority complex.

otherkin n.pl. people who believe themselves to be, at least in part,
something other than human. Also singular. Animals. Biology.
1995 Usenet: alt.vampyres (Feb. 6) “Re: Vampyr and Elves” !

Vampyres quickly learned NOT to sup on most otherkin. Fae blood
can do really nasty things to a vampyre. 2001 Nick Mamatas Village
Voice (NYC) (Feb. 20) “Elven Like Me” ! As kids, many say, they felt
out of place in this world, even insisting to their parents that they
were adopted. By their late teens, most Otherkin were involved in
paganism, fantasy fiction, the Internet, or past-life regression. 2003
Lorne L. Dawson Cults and New Religious Movements (May 1), p. 290
! The Otherkin believe they are reincarnated elves, dwarfs, and other
mythical and mystical creatures. 2004 [Tirl Windtree] Otherkin.net
(Feb. 5) “What Is an Otherkin?” (Int.) ! Otherkin are essentially people
who consider themselves to be not entirely (or not at all) human, for
some reason.
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paint n. a tattoo or tattoos. Slang.
1995 Usenet: rec.sport.basketball.college (Mar. 2)
“Re: Stackhouse (Murphy)” ! What do you like
his tattoo or something? Player of the year is not
given for some paint on your arm. 1997 Usenet:
rec.music.artists.kiss (Nov. 19) “Re: Stop the Bull-
shit on This News Group!!” ! I am a KISS fan, the
forever lasting paint on my arm tells the story.
2004 Frank Myers One Soldier’s Journal (Bagh-
dad, Iraq) (Aug. 29) “Week Seven—Iba Sina Hospital (Rated M for
Mature)” (Int.) ! His exposed upper body showed a muscular man in
his mid-twenties, well painted. For the un-hip, paint is a slang word
for tattoos.

paleoconservative n. a holder of outdated or old-fashioned con-
servative beliefs; a long-standing conservative. Also adj. Politics. 
1984 The Nation (NYC) (Oct. 20) “Willing Goodness,” vol. 239, no. 12,
p. 396 ! A few paleoconservative economists in academia have made
careers in this numbers racket. 1987 Tim Appelo Seattle Times
(Wash.) (Sept. 11) “Historical Musical Captures the Sense of the
Moment,” p. 7 ! Scenes like the “High Society Cake Walk” produc-
tion number and FDR’s spat with his haughty paleoconservative
mother after his conversion to Eleanor’s liberal way of thinking pro-
voked spontaneous applause. 2004 Robin Abcarian Baltimore Sun
(Md.) (May 30) “Conservative Pundits Can’t Agree on Iraq War” (Int.)
! “Paleoconservatives,” as he calls them—along with libertarians and
such anti-interventionists as Patrick Buchanan—have opposed the
invasion of Iraq since the beginning.

paper airplane n. in aeronautics and aerospace, a flying machine
that is strictly theoretical. Jargon. The adjectival form paper, refer-
ring to something that exists only in print or writing but not as a
physical object, is fairly common. Here it connotes an actual toy-
sized folded paper plane, carrying with it derogatory and jocular
undertones.
1981 Eric Pace N.Y. Times (July 19) “Jostling to Power Up the Next
Jets,” p. 3-1 ! The jetliner makers are just “throwing paper airplanes
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at each other,” Wolfgang H. Demisch, aerospace analyst at Morgan
Stanley, said last week. He suggested that none of the proposed air-
craft may reach the market because “the airlines currently have diffi-
culty getting two nickels to rub together.” 1981 Richard Halloran N.Y.
Times (July 23) “Air Force Chief Calls the Stealth a ‘Paper Plane’ Far
from Reality,” p. 1 ! The Secretary of the Air Force, Verne Orr, has
asserted that the Stealth plane, which Secretary of Defense Caspar W.
Weinberger is seriously considering as the nation’s next long-range
bomber, is “a paper airplane” that is far from development. 1985
Lawrence Ingrassia @ London, England Wall Street Journal (July 10)
“Airbus Buoyed by Hefty Order Book for New Passenger Plane” ! Air-
bus so far has failed to win over British Airways, a loyal Boeing cus-
tomer. BA declined to place an order for A-320s two years ago, saying
it didn’t want to order a “paper” airplane. 1999 (M2 Presswire)
(Nov. 8) “X-43 Hypersonic Flight Research Vehicle Delivered” ! The
world’s first hypersonic air-breathing free-flight vehicle is no longer
just a paper airplane. 2000 James Wallace Seattle Post-Intelligencer
(Jan. 10) “Boeing, Airbus Battling Over Biggest Commercial Jet Ever,”
p. C1 ! So far, it’s only a paper airplane. But the Airbus A3XX has
already generated a war of words commensurate with its size on both
sides of the Atlantic between Boeing and its archrival. 2004 Bob Cox
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Tex.) (July 21) “Boeing Officials Report Solid
Base of Commitments to Launch 7E7 Dreamliner” ! The much-touted
Boeing 7E7 Dreamliner is still just a paper airplane, but that’s likely to
change soon. 2005 Dave Brooks Nashua Telegraph (N.H.) (Apr. 6)
“Founder of Firm Creating ‘Cheap’ Jet to Speak at DWC” (Int.) ! Avia-
tion has a long history of what people call “paper airplanes”—some
guy comes along who’s going to build a new plane that goes 1,000
miles an hour and only costs $200 to fly, and he raises money and is
never heard from again.

papi store n. especially in urban areas with a large Latino popu-
lation, a small market; a bodega. Slang. Spanish. United States.
[Perhaps from the Spanish “mami y papi store” ‘mom and pop
store.’]
1999 Originoo Gun Clapaz M-Pire Shrikez Back (Aug. 17) “Boot Camp
MFC Eastern Conference” ! I was throw in papi store down wit the
tape duct gat. 2004 [Yigga] @ Atlanta, Ga. Pikhasso.com (Sept. 23)
“Why I’m the Way I Am...My Random Thoughts” (Int.) ! In the souf
you cant just sit on the poach or go to the corner or slang roks on da
blok or go to papi store. 2005 Michael Hinkelman Philadelphia Daily
News (Pa.) (Apr. 4) “Trapped in a Cycle of Poverty” (Int.) ! Since mov-
ing into the neighborhood in 2002, Candi Brown said she’s noticed a
lot more “poppy stores”—street slang for bodegas—have turned up
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on street corners. Some of these stores attract unsavory types. “You
see guys hanging out on the corner all the time, drug dealers, guys
trying to recruit kids,” she said.

past-poster n. a gambler who places a (surreptitious or illegal)
bet on a game or race after its outcome has been determined.
Crime & Prisons. Gambling.
[1947 Lawrence J. Skiddy Syracuse Herald-Journal (N.Y.) (Jan. 30)
“Two Stories as Regards Horse Rooms,” p. 36 ! The judge’s story is
that Alvin Kaiser, Houma third baseman, admitted he had clipped the
bookie for $185 through the ruse of the past posting and the turned
back clock. He said he didn’t have anything to do with the clock turn-
ing, himself.] 1958 Washington Post, Times Herald (Apr. 24) “Atlas’
Record Aired for PUC,” p. A19 ! “He (Atlas) is well known in New
Jersey as a man who bets with bookmakers after the horse is in the
barn,” Kitzler testified further. This type of bettor, the detective said,
is known as a “past-poster”—a man who bets with unsuspecting
bookmakers after he learns the results of a race. 1994 Iver Peterson
N.Y. Times (May 4) “Cheating 101: Police and Other Officials Learn to
Spot Those Who Break the Rules of the Game,” p. B1 ! At the roulette
table the subject is the “team past post,” a deft system that accom-
plices use to slip a huge bet onto the table after the ball has dropped
on the winning number. The best past-posters distract the dealers
with a clumsy simultaneous attempt that is caught and thrown back.
2004 Richard Marcus American Roulette (Nov. 25) “Happy Thanksgiv-
ing” (Int.) ! The casino industry’s first coordinated counterattack
aimed at roulette past posters, those plastic cylinders were invented by
an ex-cheater working in surveillance for the Sands. Its purpose was
to deny past posters access to the winning chips underneath, as well
as prevent the laying down of naked cappers.

Patel shot n. a candid photograph with a person in the foreground
and a place or object of interest (such as a tourist destination or
landmark) in the background. India. This term appears to be com-
mon among Anglophone Indians. The “Patel shot” as character-
ized in the 2001 and first 2004 citations is used by only a small
number of closely associated filmmakers.
1993 Usenet: soc.culture.indian (Nov. 24) “:-) Desi Romeo’s Guide
Book—Fall 1993 Edition” ! Carefully documents his summer vacation
with the photos taken in front of prominent landmarks, including
uncle Chunnibhai’s motel in Bakersfield. These photos are commonly
referred to as “Patel-Shots.” His approach is not “u have to see to
believe it,” it’s more like “look at this foto, yaar, I have been there”
showing a patel shot. [2001 Meena Menon Business Line (Sept. 3)
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“Breaking a Silence” (Int.) ! In a film, “Sangham Shot,” featuring the
women of Zaheerabad mandal, Narsamma from Pastapur village,
explains how in mainstream films, the camera looks down on rural
people. She calls this the “Patel Shot.”] [2004 Meenakshi Shedde
Times of India (Feb. 7) “Dalit Women’s Films Bring Drama to Their
Lives” ! A low angle shot looking up is a “Patel shot.”] 2004 Satyen
Kale Satyen Kale @ Princeton U. (June 14) “San Diego-LA trip 001r”
(Int.) ! Ok, here’s me with the Hollywood sign in the background—a
“Patel shot,” as Indraneel calls it ;) 2005 Madhu Venkatesan Me,
Myself and Madhu (Chicago) (Jan. 18) “Patel Shots and the Mystery
Around It...” (Int.) ! Well here we go i decided to write something
about patel shots. Well by definition this means that when you go to a
new place you stand right in front of it and take a picture of yourself
with “that thing” at the back. by that thing i mean...say you to agra
you take a picture of yourself with the taj in the backdrop. It’s one of
the lamest ever photographs that one can take. Well i guess the word
was coined by some english people who observed the patel families of
india who did this. 2005 [Sunayana] TheEnchantedPileOfThatLonely-
Bird (Jan. 27) “Patel Shot” (Int.) ! Patel Shot.at Times Square. *2005
[N. Nachiappan (Nachi)] Nachi’s Home Page (Feb. 2) “Get-Togethers in
US” (Int.) ! Stopped in the middle of nowhere to have a photo-session
near a lake, there you go, with all the patel shot (single guys looking
for photos to send to brides with neat dress, bandha pose near car
etc) guys becoming active.

peachalorum n. an attractive or excellent person or thing. United
States. [Perhaps influenced by cockalorum ‘a self-important little
man.’] This word is rare. The second citation is known to have
been written by Henry M. Hyde.
1900 George Ade Washington Post (Dec. 2) “Modern Fables,” p. 33
! If you don’t know how to get away with this Job, you ought not to
go against it. You are what Charles Francis Adams would call a
Peachalorum. 1901 Chicago Daily Tribune (June 18) “Confessions of
the Reformed Messenger Boy: A Reform that Failed,” p. 12 ! In comes
a regular honeycooler. Say, de minute I git my lamps on her I knows
it was all over wid Ag an’ all de rest of my daisies. She was one, two,
t’ree. De rest of ’em was also rans. “Sally,” laughs de old daisy to de
peachalorum, “will you loan me a quarter?”

pen down strike n. a labor protest in which workers are present
at their jobs but do no work. Employment. India.
1981 Michael T. Kaufman @ New Delhi, India N.Y. Times (Apr. 23) “In
India, There’s a Demonstration for Any Occasion” ! Pen down strike—
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In this protest workers come to the office but do nothing. 2005
News Today (Chennai, India) (June 29) “Tragically Funny” (Int.) !

Bandhs, hartals, pen-down strike, work-to-rule agitation...the Left has
a huge list of euphemisms for simply not working.

perfumed prince n. a man who is seen as bureaucratic or
careerist; a man who is said to be effete, feminine, ineffectual,
vacillating, or cowardly; (hence) a member of the U.S. military
leadership (at the Pentagon); top brass. Military. Politics.
1987 David H. Hackworth Washington Post (June 7) “Bring Back
Blood-and-Guts Patton!” p. B2 ! He should send the corporate gener-
als and admirals packing quicksmart to industry where their
brilliance would be well used, and replace these perfumed princes
with colorful, knowledgeable warriors who will return our armed
forces to the winner’s circle. 1996 David Broder @ Sarajevo, Bosnia
San Antonio Express News (Tex.) (Jan. 13) “In Bosnia, One Decisive
American Leader” ! I’m not sure that his biggest problems here won’t
be with the politically correct Washington crowd and the top-ranking
perfumed princes. 1998 Joe R. Richardson @ Fairview Cincinnati Post
(Ohio) (Dec. 30) “If You Don’t Have Stomach for War, Don’t Start
One,” p. *A ! These Defense Department do-gooders and their Penta-
gon Perfumed Princes are asking our military personnel to go to war
and to kill for their country, but they must do it in a nice way. If they
show their warrior spirit in the least, they will be reprimanded and
admonished. 1999 Las Vegas Review-Journal (Nev.) (July 23) “The
Lines Are Drawn,” p. 20B ! The only souls who would benefit from
their current plans are the Perfumed Princes of the Beltway. Maybe
they should call it “The Party of the Bureaucrat.” 2002 Robert Coram
Boyd: The Fighter Pilot Who Changed the Art of War (December), p. 299
! Boyd was usually late to work, was slovenly, and disobeyed orders.
He referred to generals as “perfumed princes” or “weak dicks” who
would put their lives on the line for their country but not their jobs.
2003 Charley Reese Grand Rapids Press (Mich.) (Sept. 30) “Is Wes
Clark Just a Perfumed Prince?” p. A13 ! My friend says that Clark is
“the last guy in the world you want to see in the White House.” He
describes him as a “perfumed prince” who is so conceited he never
admits he’s wrong and treats subordinates like dirt. 2005 W. Thomas
Smith, Jr. Seattle Post-Intelligencer (Wash.) (May 12) “David Hackworth:
Unforgettable Soldier” (Int.) ! Where Hack and I did—and I still do—
agree was in our disdain for ticket-punching senior military officers,
who were more concerned about their own careers than they were
about the individual soldiers under their commands. Hack referred to
them as “perfumed princes,” and he wanted them out of the defense
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establishment just as soon as they showed their cards and before they
could make decisions affecting the lives of soldiers, sailors, airmen,
Marines and Coast Guardsmen.

phish v. to acquire passwords or other private information (of an
individual, an account, a web site, software, etc.) via a ruse. Crime
& Prisons. Technology.
1996 Usenet: alt.2600 (Jan. 1) “AOL for Free?” ! Does anyone know
of a way to get an account other than phishing? 1998 Usenet:
news.admin.net-abuse.email (Feb. 22) “A Day in the Life of a Spammer”
! Start up the backbone and phish newbies for passwords. 2004 Tim-
othy C. Barmann Providence Journal (R.I.) (Apr. 27) “Fleet Customers
Join Preferred Prey of E-Scammers” (Int.) ! Phishing attacks are typi-
cally sent by e-mail directing the recipients to a phony Web site and
asking them to enter private financial information, such as credit
card, Social Security and bank account numbers. The information is
then used to commit identify theft and credit card fraud.

pipe v. to embellish, fabricate, or invent (information for a news-
paper article). Media. Slang.
1991 Robert Lipsyte Columbia Journalism Review (NYC) (Nov. 1)
“Damon Runyon,” vol. 30, no. 4, p. 83 ! Jiggs Bluster may have piped
quotes and gilded scum in his time, but in the long run Jimmy Breslin
offered this city a gift: he made it clear that the true experts on life
are not officials and academics, but those who live it every day. 1998
Claudia Kalb, Richard Turner Newsweek (Aug. 17) “What Was He Think-
ing? Another Boston Columnist Runs into Trouble,” p. 57 ! He writes
in the style of the metro column, a genre that has included some of
the best newspaper writing ever, but also its share of “piping,” making
stuff up in the tradition of Damon Runyon, who wrote fiction. (One
columnist calls such fabrications “Danny Boys,” as in “Danny Boy, the
pipes are calling.”) 2004 Howard Raines The Atlantic (May) “My
Times” (Int.) ! Jim Roberts’s research also established the likelihood of
inaccuracies, plagiarism, piped quotes, and faked datelines in many
other Blair stories. 2004 David Kipen San Francisco Chronicle
(May 11) “In the End, Hollywood Story Works” (Int.) ! It anticipated
the whole Jayson Blair imbroglio by a good 15 years with a thriller
about a reporter who gets burned making up—or “piping,” in David
Freeman’s parlance—a New York magazine article about a pimp.

pipes n.pl. the biceps or upper arms, especially large ones. Slang.
A more common slang synonym is guns.
1994 Usenet: alt.sex.motss (May 28) “A Guy ’s Second Erotica Post”
! Jeff was the body builder and got a big kick out of showing off his
“pipes” to us at school. 1996 Andy Baggot Wisconsin State Journal
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(Madison) (Nov. 15) “Wiersma Coming on Strong UW Sophomore
Builds a More Robust Outlook,” p. 1B ! Wiersma said she has not
given into the temptation to flex her pipes in front of the mirror
mainly because there is more to this equation than muscle mass.
[1997 Marty Gallagher Muscle & Fitness (Aug. 1) “Designing Delts,”
vol. 58, no. 8, p. 114 ! Over the subsequent years, Melissa started to
fill out with lean muscle; her young, male training partners started
calling her “Pipes,” a begrudgingly respectful nickname that pays
homage to her rock-hard guns and true training grit.] 2002 Lara
McGlashan Muscle & Fitness (Nov. 1) “Best Bi’s,” vol. 63, no. 11,
p. 108-13 ! I like to think of hardcore stuff when I’m training biceps,
powerful words like “steel” and “iron”! I also like to envision power-
ful characters when I look at my pipes, like the Hulk and Wolverine.
It fires me up! 2005 Robert Trigaux St. Petersburg Times (Fla.)
(Mar. 30) “H&K’s Handling Sets a Troubling Standard” (Int.) ! Com-
plaints allege Wright routinely asked some of the firm’s young associ-
ate women to “feel his pipes” or “feel his guns”—sexually suggestive
slang for feeling his biceps.

pirata n. an unlicensed taxi; a gypsy cab. Automotive. California.
Mexico. Spanish. United States. [Spanish pirata ‘pirate.’] This term
is common throughout the Spanish-speaking world but is
recorded here because of its entrance into the everyday vernac-
ular of Los Angeles and other communities.
2000 Leo Flores The News (Mexico City, D.F.) (Feb. 15) “Media Slant
Erodes D.F. Image, the News” ! Robles accused the media of siding
with pirata drivers and giving the public “the false impression that the
D.F. government wants to harm the poor. They (cab drivers) are por-
trayed as the victims.” 2003 Richard Marosi L.A. Times (Oct. 16) “For
Working Poor, Rides Are a Lifeline,” p. B1 ! Using a taxi pirata—illegal
taxi—is out of the question. The 10-mile ride would cost her more
than her daily earnings of $50. 2003 Kenneth Noble Newsday
(Nov. 9) “Worker Unsolidarity,” p. A30 ! Some employers have sent
minivans to pick up domestics stuck at home or at bus stops. Many
bus and rail commuters have turned to taxi pirata. 2004 Caitlin Liu
L.A. Times (Nov. 22) “Illegal Taxis Keep on Rolling” (Int.) ! Also known
as bandit taxis, gypsy cabs or piratas—Spanish for “pirates”—they
take business away from licensed cabbies, depress bus ridership and
pose safety risks for passengers, officials say.

pissdale n. on a ship, a scupper for urination; a urinal. Now his-
torical. [The etymological information given in the cite from The
Sailor’s Hornbook is likely correct.]
1707 Ned Ward Wooden World in The Pirate Hunter (June, 2002)
Richard Zacks, p. 25 ! Ned Ward in his satiric Wooden World
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described the sailor’s morning ritual: “he crawls...to the pissdale
where he manages his whipstaff with one hand and scratches his poop
with the other.” 1778-83 Encyclopedia Britannica “Ship,” vol. 10,
p. 8134 ! Explanation of Plate CCLXIV...82, The piss dale. 1799 A
Vocabulary of Sea Phrases and Terms of Art Used in Seamanship and
Naval Architecture (in London), vol. 2, p. 152 ! Piss-dale. f. Urinoire.
2004 J.E. Fender Our Lives, Our Fortunes (Apr. 1), p. 76 ! Men
selected to follow Frost and Struan Ferguson formed lines at the heads
and the lead-lined pissdales amidships to ease bowels and bladders
before taking their places in the long boats. 2004 Patrick O’Brian 21:
The Final Unfinished Voyage of Jack Aubrey (Oct. 30), p. 52 ! During
this anxious night, with so many of his shipmates scouring pissdales
or musket-cocks...he sat in the remarkably well-lit space. 2004 David
O’Neal The Sailor’s Hornbook (Nov. 16), p. 78 ! Pissdale. Compound
word for a place on deck where the crew formerly “went”; a special
scupper for that purpose. “Piss” is an Old French word, originally not
offensive; “dale” is from Old Norse “dael” and means “hole.” 2005
Patricia Smith Daily News (Jacksonville, N.C.) (May 23) “QAR Dive Pro-
duces Interesting Artifacts” (Int.) ! It’s a pissdale; it’s essentially a uri-
nal.

pitching n. selling illegal drugs (on the street). Crime & Prisons.
Drugs. United States. [Directly related to several long-standing
meanings of to pitch, including ‘to place or lay out (wares) in a
fixed place for sale’ and ‘to make a bid or offer for business.’] Tran-
sitive and intransitive.
1989 Philippe Bourgois N.Y. Times Mag. (Nov. 12) “Just Another Night
on Crack Street,” p. 53 ! Most likely a hail of whistles and shouts will
accompany the stroller’s arrival as the lookouts warn those “pitching”
the drugs that a potential undercover is on the scene. 2001 Kathryn
Gordon Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
(Pa.) (Jan. 14) “Independence Mall Vigil for Peace Report #86” (Int.)
! The teens who leave, more often than not before they graduate, are
like the unsafe factory walls, only instead of demolition the state rem-
edy for them is prison, and instead of stray bricks to walk around on
the sidewalks there are young men pitching crack or heroine, and
young women selling what they have to sell in order to buy it. 2002
[Gotti Damu] The Infamous Freestyle Board (May 9) “B-day!” (Int.)
! I’m on da block and I’m constantly pitching/see da jakes and I’m
constantly dippin. 2004 Matt Barone AllHipHop.com (July) “Tony
Yayo: O.G. (Original Guerilla)” (Int.) ! All of that in one day, cuz there
is no plan B for me man. If this rap s**t don’t work, I’m right back
on the corner pitching rocks. *2004 [Siens] Simplyhood.com (East
Walpole, Mass.) (Aug. 4) “Simply Hood” (Int.) ! I’m in the hood,

pitching

264



man/pitching and bagging/and burning/exclusive tropic. *2004 Kash-
Murda Official Site of All Money Is Legal (Dec. 24) “All Money Is Legal
Interview with DOI Questions” (Int.) ! If it wasn’t for that building
out in Queens that had almost all the best eastcoast indy’s stars in
it...I would probably be working a good job or on the corner pitching
to the pot heads! 2004 Ellis Close Newsweek (Dec. 27) “Does Cosby
Help?” (Int.) ! April, a 16-year-old Latina from the Bronx, scoffed at
the notion that poor mothers were buying $500 shoes. The only peo-
ple she knew with such pricey sneakers were those “on the block
pitching [dealing drugs].”

plastax n. a per-unit fee levied on the use of plastic bags. Money
& Finance. United Kingdom. [plastic + tax]
2002 Chris Parkin Sunday Mirror (U.K.) (Mar. 3) “Shoppers Face Tax-
ing Time Over Bag Charge” ! Information about the “plastax” has
been passed on to the public through a television advertising and bill-
board campaign. 2005 James Reynolds Scotsman (Scotland)
(June 21) “Bid to Bag New Tax from Shoppers” (Int.) ! He said there
was evidence in Ireland that the “plastax,” as it is known, has led to a
90 per cent reduction in plastic-bag use, significantly benefiting land-
fill sites, where the bags take up to 100 years to break down.

plusing n. the act of continuously improving something; adding
detail and tweaks to something already satisfactory. Also plus-ing,
plussing. Jargon. United States.
1987 Leonard Berry American Banker (Jan. 21) “Top US Retailers Stay
That Way by Stressing Customer Service,” vol. 151, no. 14, p. 4 ! Mr.
Vernon refers to these and myriad other actions as “plussing the busi-
ness.” No one has ever been more successful than Mr. Vernon in giv-
ing a food store the ambiance of an upscale department store. 1990
Jim Smiley @ Council Bluffs, Iowa Omaha World-Herald (Neb.)
(Sept. 27) “We’ll Be Nation’s Best by 2001, ISU Extension Director
Promises” ! The agency will be marked, he said, “by what Disney
called ‘plusing.’ When a client comes to us he will have certain expec-
tations. If we ‘plus’ that, when he leaves he will say, ‘Boy, I got more
from that than I thought I would.’ That’s plusing.” 2001 Jim Poisant
Creating and Sustaining a Superior Customer Service Organization
(Oct. 30), pp. 92-93 ! Plusing the Show: The term refers to simply
making something better than it is. I have a vivid memory of “Plusing
the Show” at Disney. My peers would give me their recommendations
as to how they could improve my presentations.... After every presen-
tation, no matter how successful, I would review my performance (the
show) to see how I could “plus it.” 2004 Austin Bunn Wired (June)
“Welcome to Planet Pixar” (Int.) ! Everything after the story reel is
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just plus-ing, like the clever labels added to cereal boxes in Wazowski’s
apartment in Monsters.

Plyboo n. a layered building material made of bamboo. Architec-
ture. [plywood + bamboo] This word is a trade name of a prod-
uct manufactured by Smith & Fong; however, it appears to be
quickly becoming generified.
1995 Timothy O. Bakke Home Mechanix (July 1) “Walking on Bam-
boo; Interior Storm Windows,” vol. 91, no. 797, p. 80 ! Smith & Fong,
a California-based company, has developed a tongue-and-groove
flooring product made from bamboo. Called Plyboo ($5 per sq. ft.),
the flooring is attractive, wears well and can be sanded and refinished.
1996 Tom Neven Washington Post (Apr. 4) “For a Hardwood Floor,
Plyboo Is One Tough Grass,” p. T5 ! The bamboo used to make ply-
boo is grown in managed forests in China, so there is no impact on
wild stands used by pandas as food. 2004 David Lidsky Fast Company
(Nov.) “Fast Forward 2005,” no. 88, p. 69 (Int.) ! Based on a steel
frame, her homes use plyboo (a bamboo product) and plastic instead
of plywood and glass.

plyometrics n. a type of fast exercise in which the muscles are not
allowed to fully contract after being extended, typically involving
jumping and bouncing. Health. Sports.
1982 Michael Wilbon Washington Post (Aug. 14) “It ’s All New Under
Maryland Sun,” p. D1 ! He set up the entire workout for the football
team before the summer, introducing the players to plyometrics, a
weight-training concept he learned from the Soviets that emphasizes
muscle speed and quickness. 1985 Connie Yori Omaha World-Herald
(Neb.) (June 21) “Power Called the Key Quality for Athlete” ! Coaches
are taught how to make the most out of an athlete through the devel-
opment of speed, correct weight lifting techniques, nutrition, and
plyometrics, a bounding technique to increase speed and power, he
said. 2004 Brady Aymond Advertiser (Lafayette, La.) (June 27) “How I
Spent My Summer Vacation” (Int.) ! Plyometrics found its way into
the American vernacular in the late 80s when it was discovered that it
was the secret to the Russians’ success in the Olympics.

pocho n. an Americanized person or thing of Mexican origin, includ-
ing Americanized Mexican Spanish. Also adj. Mexico. Slang. Spang-
lish. Spanish. United States.
[1946 William E. Wilson Modern Language Journal (Oct.) “A Note on
‘Pochismo,’ ” vol. 30, no. 6, p. 345 ! Pochismo, derived from pocho, an
adjective which originally meant discolored, has now come to mean a
type of popular slang in Mexico. In the evergrowing list of pocho
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expressions are many hybrid words, artificial combinations of English
and Spanish.] 1970 Mansfield Journal (Ohio) (Oct. 30) “ ‘Name of
Game’ Episode Set in Cuba” ! Hey, Gringo—Hey, Pocho...Tonight, it’s
Nielsen’s scenes with Ricardo Montalban...playing a Mexican-Ameri-
can actor. 1985 Frank del Olmo Newsweek (Nov. 7) “Two Men Who
Were More Than Hyphens in a Hyphenated Melting Pot,” p. 7 ! Pocho
is a derogatory term that Mexicans use to denigrate Mexican-Ameri-
cans who put on gringo airs, and the article described the cultural
trauma that Lopez faced as a young man when he tried to return to
Mexico after attending Harvard Law School. 2004 Rachel Uranga
Albuquerque Tribune (Ariz.) (Apr. 26) “Spanish-Speaking Politicians Find
Favor” (Int.) ! His Spanish is admittedly a work in progress—or, as he
calls it, “pocho,” referring to the hybrid Spanglish developed by sec-
ond- and third-generation Hispanics.

politicide n. political suicide. politi + suicide. Politics.
1972 S. Abdullah Schleifer Journal of Palestine Studies (Winter)
“Fedayeen Through Israeli Eyes,” vol. 1, no. 2, p. 99 (Int.) ! The insis-
tence by the guerrillas that they are struggling to destroy the Zionist
state and the Zionist-structured society that generates such a state is
turned by Harkabi into a concept of “politicide” (an impressive-
sounding concept applicable to the aims of any valid liberation move-
ment, e.g. against Rhodesia and South Africa). 1975 Irving Spiegel
N.Y. Times (Oct. 20) “Criticism in U.S.,” p. 6 ! Rabbi Alexand M.
Schindler...said that the Arab and third-world nations voting for the
resolution “made a fateful and ominous decision to take the road of
rhetoric, politicide and bigotry rather than the road of needed eco-
nomic and social change which can come only through consensus,
cooperation and decency.” 2004 Lindsay Talmud openDemocracy (Apr.
27) “From the Sublime to the Ridiculous” (Int.) ! The overall plan—
now the most fundamental element in Israeli government policy and
viewed by many Israelis as a legitimate attempt by their government
to reconcile the irreconcilable demands of security, the settlers and
democracy—is perceived by the Palestinians as “politicide”—a term
Baruch Kimmerling coined to describe “a gradual but systematic
attempt to cause their annihilation as an independent political and
social entity.” It is bound to be resisted, fiercely.

po-po n. the police. Also po-poo,
po. Hip-Hop. Police. Slang.
1990 Usenet: soc.college (Apr. 29)
“Poly Royal” ! Mr. Po-po decided
that they were not going to be sta-
tionary targets for these idiots and 
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decided to mobilize. Right towards the bottle-throwing dickheads. At
a run. You’ve probably seen film clips of cops beating the shit out of
people. [1990 Candace Sutton Sun Herald (Australia) (Dec. 30) “Back
Page,” p. 100 ! A disillusioned member of the State’s thin blue line
has written to police journal Police News suggesting a new name for
officers who think they have been unfairly treated when promotions
crop up. “PO-PO. Passed Over, Pissed Off,” the unhappy walloper
wrote.] 1993 Usenet: alt.rap (May 12) “Lyrics: Raw Fusion: Throw Yo
Hands in the Air!” ! i guess i couldn’t hear the sirens yeah it was po-
po an that’s oh pee dee for those who don’t know. 2001 Usenet:
rec.audio.car (May 10) “Re: OT Kinda: Experience with Window Tint-
ing?” ! One wonders if an ignorant po-po [police officer] wielding a
razor blade could damage one’s windows themselves trying to be
smug and strip the tint off.... 2001 Usenet: alt.rap (July 5) “MidWest/
Philly...Confessions 2001 *rane of terror & redemption*” ! Guess I got
knocked for what slipped past the cop’s vision/whenever I felt like po
would throw on the bracelet/I thought, damn, they already let me go
on probation. 2001 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Nov. 28) “Re: It ’s a Pig.
Strat Peep My Story” ! all of a sudden the po poo came thru and my
boy twan was like “dam...there go officer woopty woop.” 2004
Usenet: alt.drugs.ecstasy (Aug. 3) “Re: Mixing Ecstasy with
Antipsychotics” ! If your son has a little problems with common sense
and self-control, then he isn’t exactly Mr. Right for MDMA. Or if he
can’t hide his use from the po-po (police, if you didn’t know) or law.
2004 Boing Boing (Aug. 22) “Constitutional Rights for RNC Protesters
Fact Sheet” (Int.) ! At her site, lawcollective.org, there’s the pamphlet
and tons of other info about how to not lose your rights when dealing
with the po. 2004 Eric K. Arnold East Bay Express (Calif.) (Nov. 10)
“Requiem for a Mac” (Int.) ! His notoriety meant he was constantly
sweated by the V-town po-pos. 2005 [Tree Herder (treeherder)] Wel-
come to My Nightmare (Crawfordsville, Ind.) (Jan. 10) “...and It ’s Been
a While...“ (Int.) ! Oh yea, that’s right, karate. it’ll help out tons when i
get to be a po-po, to use the parlance of our times, and it will give me
a lot of confidence and keep me in shape and disciplined.

potato n. in professional wrestling, a real hit that injures, as
opposed to an orchestrated, harmless one. Also attrib. v. Enter-
tainment. Slang. Sports. United States.
1990 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling (July 17) “Wrestling Glossary”
! potato v.t. To injure or knock another wrestler unconscious by hit-
ting him on the head. 1992 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling (May 12)
“Japanese TV” ! Stan Hansen pinned Kenta Kobashi in a stiff brawl
that appeared to have a potato bust open Kobashi’s nose. 1992
Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling (Oct. 5) “[AAA] Triple-A Report 10/5” !
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Fishman took what looked like a potato chair shot from Santos (right
on the skull, with nothing intervening). 1992 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-
wrestling (Oct. 27) “Re: WCW/WWF Happenings” ! Flair received the
injury after UW hit him with a potato shot in a match a couple weeks
ago. 1993 Chris Dufresne L.A. Times (Feb. 22) “Requiem for a Giant:
There Was No One Bigger in Wrestling Than Andre Rousimoff,” p. 1
! Funk, who estimates he wrestled him 15 times, said Andre could
hurt you without trying. Wrestlers were grateful that The Giant was
graceful enough to land very few accidental “potato” punches. 1997
John Kelso Austin American-Statesman (Tex.) (May 12) “Cult Songs,
Wrestling and Deer, Oh My,” p. B1 ! If a wrestler is accidentally
injured in a match due to a blow that was ill-timed, he was potatoed.
2000 Terry Gross Fresh Air (NPR) (Apr. 24) “Interview with Bret Hart”
! In wrestling, there’s a thing called—they’re referred to as potatoes,
is when you accidentally hurt somebody for real. And, you know, it—
one potato’s OK, two potatoes is crossing the line, and the third one,
you usually give what they call a receipt, which is you give one right
back. 2000 New Straits Times (Malaysia) (July 2) “Chyna—The Ninth
Wonder of the World,” p. 74 ! Potato—To injure a wrestler by hitting
him on the head or causing him to hit his head on something.

potpourri fishing n. a type of fishing that offers a variety of (in-
season) species or in which more than one method can be used.
Sports.
1997 John Adams Press Democrat (Santa Rosa, Calif.) (Sept. 11)
“Cruising Exotic Species Caught Off Pacific Waters,” p. C7 ! At Fort
Bragg, Martin Scribner at the North Coast Angler says marlin have
been hooked and lost. Bottom fishing is great on non-windy days. The
albacore bite is picking up again after three windy days. And a com-
mercial boat took 45 salmon Tuesday trolling deep. Is this potpourri
fishing or what? 2004 Ned Kehde Topeka Capital-Journal (Kan.)
(May 2) “April Anglers Enjoy Potpourri Fishing” (Int.) ! Potpourri time
is a colloquialism for the great and enchanting spell when anglers can
tangle with vast numbers of fish and a variety of species by plying the
many miles of rock-laden shorelines that grace Coffey, Melvern and
Milford lakes. 2004 Ken Jones @ Crescent City, Calif. Pierfishing.com
“Pier Fishing in California” (Int.) ! One night I visited the pier for a
little potpourri fishing and was startled to see crab pots tied every
7-10 feet around the entire end of the pier.

power hour n. celebratory or recreational drinking in which a shot
of alcohol is taken each minute for 60 minutes. Food & Drink.
1991 Ellen Uzelac, Joel McCord Baltimore Sun (Md.) (Aug. 18) “Alco-
hol’s Escape, Thrills Snaring Younger Teens: Heavy Drinking Starts as
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Early as 9 or 10,” p. 1A ! Frequently, party entertainment includes
games such as “power hour,” in which players drink a shot of beer
every minute for an hour. 1998 Usenet: alt.beer (Aug. 6) “Re: Power
Hour” ! I used to do power hour every nite in college. It’s not that
hard. Can u reach the century club? thats 100 shots in hundred min-
utes. I puked on the 100th shot. 1998 Alan Scher Zagier News &
Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) (Dec. 13) “Binge Drinking: On Campus, Why
Does One Drink Lead to Another...and Another?” p. A25 ! Games like
“hall crawl,” where partygoers sample a different drink in each room
of a dorm or fraternity house. Or “power hour,” which requires
ingesting a shot of beer each minute for 60 minutes. 2005 Kate
Zernike @ Fargo, N.D. N.Y. Times (Mar. 12) “Drinking Game Can Be a
Deadly Rite of Passage” (Int.) ! The tradition is “power hour,” or “21
for 21,” as it is known in some other places across the country: 21-
year-olds go to a bar at midnight on their birthdays, flash newly legal
identification and then try to down 21 shots in the hour or so before
the bar closes, or as fast as possible.

pow-pow n. powder snow. Sports.
1990 Usenet: rec.skiing (Dec. 11) “Re: Help!! Which Is the ‘Better’
Ski??” ! They make great pow pow skis, cut up the Mt. Hood mash
potatoes (wet heavy deep) and are more enjoyable on the pack. 2002
Usenet: rec.skiing.snowboard (July 1) “Re: Where to Go in October?”
! The only powder to get high on, falls from the sky.... Snowboarding
the world’s pow pow. 2004 Sacramento Bee (Calif.) (Dec. 30) “The
Terms of Terrainment” (Int.) ! Pow-pow: Deep, fresh powder, also
known as freshies.

praise sandwich n. criticism prefaced by and followed by com-
pliments.
1987 Julia Duin Houston Chronicle (Tex.) (Sept. 21) “Distractions
Often Obscured Purpose of Papal Visit,” p. 9 ! He may not have
cracked the whip this time. Rather he pulled on the reins. He came up
with a “praise sandwich,” criticism buffered by layers of affirmation.
2000 Rick Wolff Coaching Kids for Dummies (Mar. 7), p. 46 ! A slice
of praise.... A slice of constructive criticism.... Note that even the crit-
icism is still covered in praise. You want the youngster to really absorb
what you have just said.... The final bit of praise.... And that’s the
praise sandwich. 2005 Max Mignon Tricks of the Trade (Jan. 24) “Cor-
porate Middle Manager” (Int.) ! When giving constructive criticism to
an employee, open with some comments about something the
employee has done well recently. Then address the bad stuff, but
make it quick and to the point, like a shot. Close with another posi-
tive item. The employee leaves feeling better about the meeting than if
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you just gave them the criticism, and you’ve done your job of being
the benevolent task master. In the trade, this is known as a “praise
sandwich.”

pre-sick adj. having behaviors or characteristics that could lead
to disease or illness. Also n. Jargon. Medical.
1985 Clement G. Martin Low Blood Sugar (Apr. 1), p. 104 ! Through-
out Europe, many countries are sponsoring regular physical fitness
programs for all of their “healthy inhabitants” because too many of
them are “pre-sick” due to the current living habits we all have. 1996
Abigail Trafford Washington Post (Apr. 16) “Ethics and Genetics,” p. Z06
! The line between having a bad gene and having a bad disease is
blurred. Even though you have no symptoms of illness, you may be
treated by your health insurance company as though you do. In short,
you are genetically “pre-sick.” 2002 Fitzhugh Mullan Big Doctoring in
America (Oct. 7), p. 71 ! Wellness care means dealing with the “pre-
sick” who have yet-to-be-determined diseases. 2005 John Dorschner
Miami Herald (Fla.) (May 26) “UM, Humana to Test ‘Pre-sick’ ” (Int.)
! The underlying concept is that once patients have chronic condi-
tions and enter disease management programs, they are already quite
sick and inevitably will be costly patients. Better to identify and help
the “pre-sick” patient before they have chronic problems.

princess disease n. said of a woman, one or more characteris-
tics ascribed to a princess, such as having a high opinion of one’s
self, imperious or haughty behavior, eating disorders, or, in South
Korea, a desire for wealth, material goods, or a financially secure
marriage. This term is often jocular or derogatory and is reminis-
cent of Jewish American princess. The term prince disease is also
sometimes used, but it is less common.
1998 Usenet: soc.culture.korean (Feb. 10) “Re: Are There Any Good
Korean Girls Out There?” ! The yoohaksaeng girls have this Princess
Disease about graduating from a Western college and going back to
Korea to meet rich successful Korean businessmen whose family may
be impressed enough with her education to allow their son to marry
her (a sort of “I’m as powerful as my husband” mentality). 1999
Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling.moderated (Feb. 11) “[WWF] The Netcop
RAW Rant for Feb. 9 /99” ! Some real backstage heat between the
two, mainly over Sunny’s “Princess disease” (as people would say here
in Korea ie. gongjoo-byung for those of you who speak Korean).
2003 Lara Mills Ottawa Citizen (Can.) (Feb. 8) “Princess Bride” ! In
the end, we knew it was not to be, and realized that the sight of me in
that dress had left us both in full grip of the princess disease. The
result was an ache that only Belgian waffles with whipped cream and
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strawberries could dull. 2003 emi3680’s Home Page (Japan)
(Feb. 15) “Freakin’ Aye” (Int.) ! Princess Disease: I’m the best If you
don’t understand my feelings, you are simply a cocky person and plus
ur selfish. Listen to meeh and only meeh Lick my toes (yuck!) I am
the rule-book. 2004 [cl0serr (terro)] cl0serr (Dec. 8) (Int.) ! Girls
who think the world owes them something (princess disease). 2005
Sandra Richardson Taos Daily & Horse Fly (N.Mex.) (Jan. 15) “Taos
Style: Artful Eccentricity” (Int.) ! Inger feels the media brainwashing
leads to “the insanity of being unacceptable,” which can manifest in
overeating or more serious problems, like the Princess Disease
(bulimia) and the Secret Disease (anorexia). 2005 El Diario Montañés
(Cantabria, Spain) (Mar. 3) “Letizia y ‘el mal de las princesas’ ” (Int.)
! Cronistas y periodistas del corazón han acuñado recientemente el
término “mal de las princesas” para referirse a la anorexia.

protein spill n. vomit or the act of vomiting.
1985 John Masters Toronto Star (Can.) (Dec. 21) “Look! Up in the
Sky! Is It a Bird? a Plane? No, It ’s Skytrain, and What a Way to Go!,”
p. G3 ! At other amusement parks they would simply throw up, but
not at Expo. Here, the staff are learning how to respond to “protein
spills.” 1990 Usenet: rec.humor (Feb. 25) “How About Some Puke
Synonyms?” ! I wrote last year, asking people to write any puke syn-
onyms they’ve heard of lately...protein spill. 1997 Bill Hybels Fit to Be
Tied (July 13), p. 47 ! I noticed some of the guys were looking a little
green.... All I can say is that they both experienced “unplanned pro-
tein spills.” 2003 Jeffrey Epstein Queens in the Kingdom (Apr. 15), p.
73 ! It’s only a rumor, but we hear that Disney had to install a floor
that it could “power clean” because they anticipate the zero-gravity
simulation may cause some people to produce, uh, protein spills.
2005 Mike Schneider @ Lake Buena Vista Bradenton Herald (Fla.)
(Apr. 18) “Chinese Workers Learn Disney Lingo” (Int.) ! Virginia Li
Yuk Wing, 24, a college graduate in marketing who is working as a
custodian at Disney-MGM Studios before moving to the Hong Kong
park, learned the euphemism for the mess created by queasy visitors
after an intense ride: protein spill.

puck bunny n. a female fan of hockey or hockey players; a hockey
groupie, especially one who has casual sexual relations with play-
ers. Sports. This term is sometimes derogatory. It is similar to
BUCKLE BUNNY.
1992 Linda Yglesias Sunday Patriot-News (Harrisburg, Pa.) (Jan. 26)
“After the Game: Even as AIDS Rages, Athlete-Groupie Subculture
Flourishes” ! The groupie subculture has an argot of its own. There
are “hockey whores” and “puck bunnies.” 1998 Celia Brackenridge
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Gender and Sport: A Reader “Men Loving Me Hating Women: The Crisis
of Masculinity and Violence to Women in Sport,” p. 262 ! In the rape
culture of the [ice] hockey locker room,...females are referred to as
“groupies,” “puck bunnies,” “pucks” and “dirties” among the players.
2005 Jon Tevlin Star Tribune (Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.) (Mar. 20)
“Unchecked Passion for Hockey Leads Fan on Lively Trek to Sweden”
(Int.) ! Coaxed by Swedish hockey fans on Internet chat boards, the
Minnesota Wild fanatic followed her favorite player, Manny Fernan-
dez, to the small city of Luleå, Sweden, where he was tending goal
during the NHL lockout.... She acknowledges that such dedication
could have been seen as odd, but Pergakis insists she’s no “puck
bunny.”

pudding ring n. facial hair made
up of a moustache and a goatee.
Slang. United States.
2003 [Jacob] Fujichia (Worcester,
Mass.) (Nov. 10) (Int.) ! My beard,
now a week and a day old, is very
heavy in the pudding ring area, weak
on the left side, and weaker on the
right, and approximately ⅜ of an inch
long. 2004 Bad News Hughes (Fla.) 
(July 5) “Independence Day Fun” (Int.) ! He was also rocking a swank
“pudding ring” (moustache-goatee combo) back then, and looked like
a hip cross between the dude from Soundgarden and Cousin It.

puffer n. an automobile left unattended and running in cold
weather. Automotive. Colorado. Police. This term appears to be spe-
cific to Colorado.
2000 Kevin Vaughan Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Colo.) (Dec. 19)
“Cars Left Running Easy Prey for Thieves: Police Say Don’t Leave Keys
in Car’s Ignition,” p. 5A ! The youngsters, a 15-year-old boy and a
13-year-old girl, were arrested Friday in a traffic stop and accused of
stealing a “puffer”—a car left running on a cold morning to warm up.
2001 Kieran Nicholson Denver Post (Colo.) (Dec. 23) “Jefferson
County Bulletin,” p. B2 ! “Puffer” is the term police use to describe
cars that are left running and unattended to warm up during cold
weather. 2004 Sean Kelly, Ann Schrader Denver Post (Colo.) (Nov. 30)
“Commuters Contend with Storm’s Icy Aftermath,” p. B1 ! Police
Chief Gerry Whitman said officers also will be on the lookout for
“puffers”—unattended cars puffing exhaust while warming up. The
cars often are stolen for joy rides or wind up being used in crimes.
Anyone who leaves a car running unattended faces a traffic citation
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and a fine. Ironically, on the same day Denver police issued the puffer
warning to motorists, an unmarked police car was stolen while warm-
ing up. 2005 Amanda C. Sutterer Broomfield Enterprise (Colo.)
(Jan. 19) “Puff and It ’s Gone: Running Cars Equal Trouble” (Int.) ! The
police call them “puffers,” most likely because the little clouds of
exhaust they exude during the cold, wintry months resemble puffs of
smoke. The police term refers to cars left running while owners wipe
off snow, scrape frost and head back inside for one last cup of coffee
before heading to work.

pump head n. a loss of mental acuity after surgery. Health. Medical.
1999 Jerome Groopman New Yorker (Jan. 11) “Heart Surgery,
Unplugged: Coronary Bypass Without Stopping the Heart,” p. 43 (Int.)
! From thirty to fifty per cent of patients will experience a syndrome
Cohn calls “pump head,” in which they suffer significant cognitive
deficits: memory loss, inability to concentrate, difficulties in recogniz-
ing patterns, and an inability to perform basic calculations. 2000
Sandeep Jauhar N.Y. Times (Sept. 19) “Saving the Heart Can Some-
times Mean Losing the Memory,” p. F1 ! The syndrome is so pervasive
that heart surgeons and cardiologists have coined a term for it: pump
head. Some even go so far as to encourage some patients to seek other
remedies for their heart disease. 2004 L.A. Times (Oct. 4) “Heal the
Heart, Hurt the Mind?” (Int.) ! Clinton stands a good chance of fully
rebounding from the bypass surgery, in which doctors replace clogged
arteries to the heart with veins and arteries taken from elsewhere in
the body. But many people who undergo the procedure...find that
their brains don’t function as well as they did before.... In the medical
world, this effect is commonly referred to as “pump head,” reflecting
the widespread, though unproven, belief that the condition is caused
by the heart-lung machine.

punch list n. a to-do list (of items requiring immediate attention);
any list of significance. Architecture. This term is strongly associ-
ated with building construction.
1961 Goodman A. Sarachan N.Y. Times (June 30) “Text of Statement
on School-Construction Hearings,” p. 15 ! The innumerable reports,
punch lists and letters of complaint written by principals, custodians
and teachers taken from board files and introduced here serve to
emphasize that most of these problems were brought to the attention
of board officials over and over again without effective response or
correction. 1965 Press-Gazette (Hillsboro, Ohio) (Nov. 5) “School
Board Gets Report on Construction,” p. 1 ! Architects met with the
board to go over what they term “punch-list items,” the checking and
double-checking of numerous interior details. 1978 Peter G. Miller
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Washington Post (Mar. 11) “Tips for New Home Buyers,” p. E6 ! Find
out what obligations a builder has to complete work listed on the pre-
inspection (punch) list. 1984 Darrel Rippeteau Washington Post
(Nov. 8) “Working with an Architect” ! This is the stage of the project
called “substantial completion”; the architect makes his final list of
corrections, or “punch list,” which the contractor must satisfy before
receiving final payment. 1991 David Ferrell L.A. Times (Sept. 30) “Gag
Man Tosses Schtick by Fax,” p. 1 ! Shipper faxes it to New York along
with a “punch list”—a checklist of news stories and other topics to be
talked about during the four-hour show. 2004 Chattanoogan (Tenn.)
(Sept. 9) “Weekly Road Construction Report” (Int.) ! This project is
complete pending the contractor addressing the final punch list items.
2004 Lynn Stanton (Telecommunications Reports) (Sept. 15) “Lawmak-
ers See Problems in Justice’s Request for FCC to Ensure Electronic
Wiretap Capabilities” ! It has run into problems with some companies
that have not developed the “punch list” of digital-age surveillance
capabilities requested by law enforcement approved by the FCC under
CALEA.

purple adj. associated with or concerning all branches of the mil-
itary. Military. Purple is often used in the names of joint or inter-
service exercises or task forces. A purple-suiter is someone who
works on behalf of a joint service operation or task force.
1967 L.A. Times (July 16) “Defense News Policy Passes on
Unmourned,” p. F7 ! The Pentagon nickname for the new breed is
“purple-suiter,” indicating an officer wears no particular uniform’s
bias. 1986 Charles Stafford St. Petersburg Times (Fla.) (Sept. 18)
“Congress Gives Final Approval to Pentagon’s Reorganization,” p. 3A
! If you combine the colors of the uniforms of the four services, you
come up with the color purple. Thus officers who do joint duty,
working on projects that cross service lines, are called purple-suiters.
1993 Jeff Gauger Omaha World-Herald (June 9) “Navy, Air Force Set
Aside Rivalry to Run StratCom,” p. 1 ! Behind his desk at U.S. Strate-
gic Command, Rear Adm. Ralph Tindal keeps a purple military hat.
On the front of the hat is a patch of Velcro, where the service emblem
normally would be. Tindal has Navy and Air Force emblems, and he
can attach one or both. In the past, purple was bad news to military
people. It represented a blending of the four services and the loss of
identity for each. 1998 Alexander J. Hindle Jr. (United States Naval
Institute: Proceedings) (Dec. 1) “Coast Guard Is Joint,” vol. 124, no. 12,
p. 30 ! It must accept the idea that a cost of jointness is the assign-
ment of personnel to action-officer status who will do “purple work”
that may have no direct connection to day-to-day Coast Guard busi-
ness. 2001 Maryann Lawlor Signal (Apr. 1) “Using Information Man-
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dates a Military on One,” vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 19-21 ! Information does
not distinguish between military uniforms or service ranks. It is not
limited by borders drawn on a map. It can be deployed and employed
to coordinate a battle or deliver humanitarian aid. Information is
truly purple. The U.S. armed services recognize that, when fighting as
a joint force, information is a powerful common denominator. 2003
Charles Heyman (NPR) (U.S.) (Mar. 17) “Talk of the Nation: Military
Leadership in Possible War with Iraq” ! I’m quite surprised sometimes
when I come to America and I find the interservice rivalry still sur-
prises me in many ways. It doesn’t happen here because we are so
much smaller as far as armed forces go than the Americans. And
nearly all of the senior officer education, senior officer posts are what
we call purple. By the time you get to be a brigadier general, you start
to be very, very purple and you start to be very, very triservice. 2003
James Dunnigan Strategy Page (July 22) “The Purple Headquarters
Eater” (Int.) ! But since the 1980s, the Department of Defense has
been pushing real hard for everyone to think “Purple” (what was
good for everyone) than just concentrate on what was best for their
particular service. 2005 (PR Newswire) (Apr. 7) “Nationwide Registra-
tion for Operation Purple Summer Camps Begins April 15” (Int.)
! Operation Purple is the only summer camp program that focuses
on helping kids deal with deployment-related issues and is open to
children of personnel from all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces
(“purple” is a military term representing inclusion of all branches).

put in blue v. in the United Nations, to settle on the draft of a
resolution before it is presented for a vote. Jargon. Politics.
1996 Colin Keating Global Policy Forum (June 5) “Statement to the
General Assembly Working Group on the Security Council” (Int.) ! We
think there is an opportunity to utilise modern technology with email
and fax to advise all member states of the UN, at a designated point
of contact, when texts of resolutions are put in “blue.” 1997 Patrick
Connole @ NYC (Reuters) (Sept. 11) “U.S. Envoy to UN Says Iraq Vote
Likely Friday” ! We are very close to an agreement on the Iraq resolu-
tion. A draft resolution is being put in blue for a probable vote by the
Security Council tomorrow. 2002 Philip T. Reeker @ NYC (U.S. Dept.
of State) (Oct. 28) “Briefing for New York Foreign Media” (Int.)
! Question: “Is there any indication that if the discussions within the
whole Security Council now won’t bear fruit, that the United States
might be willing to force a vote to sort of change that text of the res-
olution to what I believe they call in the United Nations the blue text,
printing it on blue paper, and thereby forcing a vote?”...Mr. Reeker:
“...We continue to work, as you said, from the US-UK-sponsored res-
olution, which was put in blue, as your colleague mentioned. And
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I still haven’t quite figured that out. It is because it’s on blue paper
or—” Question: “On blue paper (inaudible).” Mr. Reeker: “Blue
paper. Anyway, the text was set down and it’s an operating text that
you’ve all seen and has been distributed.” 2004 Xinhuanet (China)
(June 8) “US Makes New Changes to UN Draft on Iraq” (in United
Nations) (Int.) ! U.S. Ambassador to the UN John Negroponte told
reporters that the new draft, the second in one day, would be put “in
blue” Monday night, a UN parlance which means it would be ready
for a vote.
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qualoid n. a newspaper format roughly the size of a traditional tab-
loid, but with content similar to that of a broadsheet. Also adj. Jar-
gon. Media. [quality + tab(l)oid]
1990 Campaign (U.K.) (Sept. 28) “Sunday Correspondent; Advertising
Must Grab Readers” ! The “qualoid” form may just be enough differ-
entiation to help the Corrie escape the continuing broadsheet print
warfare. 2002 Svenska Dagbladet (Sweden) (Oct. 25) “Tunga
nomineringar för SvD,” p. 64 ! Lena K. Samuelsson nomineras “för att
hon lett den journalistiska förnyelsen när SvD utvecklas från miss-
modig broadsheet till själfull qualoid.” 2004 Steve Johnson Kansas
City Star (Kan., Mo.) (Nov. 12) “For U.S. Newspapers, Future May Be in
Tabloid Size” (Int.) ! The roughly 18 1/2-by-12 1/2-inch size is also
known as the “European midi” (France’s Le Monde uses it) or, really
grimly, as “qualoid,” as in quality tabloid.

quinceañera n. a coming-out party held for a girl’s 15th birthday;
a debutante ball or cotillion. Spanish. [Spanish quinceañera, which
also means “a fifteen-year-old girl.” The Spanish pronunciation is
similar to keen-say-ah-NYAIR-ah.]
1978 Lou Cannon @ L.A. Washington Post (Mar. 26) “Latin Influence
Mounts Throughout Southwest,” p. A1 ! Well-off Mexican-Americans
have adopted the Mexican custom, following a tradition of 16th-
century Spain, of presenting their 15-year-old daughters to society at
events known as Quinceañera balls. 1984 Benjamin Forgey Washing-
ton Post (June 14) “Galleries” ! The work is a shrine-like assortment
of elements from the real world—Cuban and American flags, a strik-
ing white gown of the kind a 15-year-old Cuban girl (a “quince-
añera”) might wear to her coming-out celebration. 1997 Charlene C.
Giannetti The Rollercoaster Years (Aug. 4), p. 23 ! Cuban Americans
mark their daughter’s turning fifteen with an elaborate party, called a
quince. The “sweet fifteen bash,” which has evolved from the Hispanic
quinceañera, is a Latino debutante ball, complete with feasting and
choreography of mambo and conga dancing. 2005 Thomas E. Frank-
lin Record (N.J.) (June 13) “Picture This: ‘Quinceañera’ ” (Int.) ! Tradi-
tionally, a quinceañera is a young Latina woman’s celebration of her
15th birthday—when a girl is symbolically transformed into a
woman.
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racino n. a racetrack that offers other forms of gambling in addi-
tion to betting on races. Gambling. Sports. United States. [race track
+ casino]
1995 Jamie Wayne Financial Post (Toronto, Can.) (July 20) “Green-
wood’s Glory Reduced to Simulcasts,” p. 43 ! In Chicago, the owner
of Arlington Park talks of turning his track into a “racino,” by putting
in black jack, crap tables et al. 2004 Dan Ahrens Investing in Vice
(Feb. 1), p. 54 ! At least seventeen states allow either full-scale gam-
bling or what are called “racinos,” tracks with slot machine parlors
attached. 2004 James Drew Toledo Blade (Ohio) (May 30) “Gambling
Surrounds Ohio Video Slots Likely to Get Another Vote” (Int.) ! West
Virginia and New York allow “racinos,” horse tracks with video gam-
bling machines, also known as electronic slots.

radcon n. a radical conservative. Also RadCon. Politics.
1997 Usenet: alt.fan.rush-limbaugh (Apr. 1) “Re: Clinton Is a Pansy—
Bush to Parachute with White Knights” ! “Radcon? What does that
mean?” “radical conservative. Glad to be of assistance!” 1997 Usenet:
talk.abortion (July 26) “Re: So Many Idiots (LIBERALS)—So Few
Coments” ! Presumably, “RadCon” is short for radical conservative.
2004 Steve Weinberg San Francisco Chronicle (Calif.) (May 16)
“Reich’s Optimistic Strategy to Get Democrats Back in Power” (Int.)
! Why are so many of these angry workers, who can barely pay their
family’s bills, voting for radical conservative (“Radcon,” in Reich’s
parlance) Republicans instead of Democrats? Because, Reich answers,
the Radcons have “exploited these workers’ anger and channeled it
toward those familiar targets they want to blame—poor blacks and
Latinos, welfare recipients, affirmative action, immigrants, women,
Washington bureaucrats, Hillary and Bill and, of course, liberals.
Anger is a potent political force. Radcons have been remarkably, and
tragically, effective at their scapegoating.”

Rafia n. a derogatory name for the Provisional Irish Republican
Army, a paramilitary and political group seeking the reunification
of Ireland. Ireland. Military. Politics. United Kingdom. [Republican
Army + mafia ‘the Italian mob; a criminal organization.’]
2004 Suzanne Breen Belfast News Letter (Ireland) (Oct. 21) “Ulster—
Sicily Without the Sun,” p. 15 ! Forget romantic notions of the Provos
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as a liberation army, says McDonald. They’re [sic] leadership and lieu-
tenants are “the Rafia.” 2005 Thomas Harding @ London, England
Sydney Morning Herald (Australia) (Feb. 22) “Sinn Fein Chiefs ‘Sitting
at IRA’s Top Table’ ” (Int.) ! The Provisional IRA, once regarded as a
staunch defender of the Catholic community, is rapidly losing all
credibility over allegations of money laundering, theft and murder. It
is already being referred to in some Catholic areas as the “Rafia,” in
reference to the organised crime that has generated millions to
bankroll Sinn Fein’s political ambitions. 2005 Ben English @ London,
England Herald Sun (Australia) (Mar. 5) “Brave Siblings Stand Up to
IRA” (Int.) ! Previously unheard of graffiti of “IRA scum out”
emerged on Belfast’s streets while a new expression was adopted for
the paramilitary force: Rafia—a hybrid of the street word for the Pro-
visionals “Ra” and the Mafia.

rail n. a line of powdered drugs intended to be inhaled. Drugs.
Slang.
1995 Usenet: alt.bigfoot (Feb. 7) “Moose in Manhattan” ! He discos
about, raving throughout his kingdom/and lowers his head to snort a
rail. 1997 Usenet: alt.drugs.hard (Dec. 6) “Re: Crank and Coke Com-
parison—Question” ! After a biker-rail of meth, i wanna do
something. after a biker-rail of blow, i wanna do more blow. 2000
Mark Ames, Matt Taibbi, Edward Limonov The Exile: Sex, Drugs, and
Libel in the New Russia (Apr. 1), p. 119 ! He pulled out a wad of
cocaine and poured it onto a mirror. He pulled out two credit cards
and started to chop and divide like a Benihana chef, cutting some of
the hugest rails I’d ever seen. 2000 Anthony Bourdain Kitchen Confi-
dential (May 22), p. 124 ! When the restaurant closed, we’d take over
the bar, drinking Cristal—which we’d buy at cost—and running fat
rails of coke from one end of the bar to the other, then crawling
along all fours to snort them. 2002 [aryan_soldat] EliteFitness.com
(May 14) “My Fuckin Life Is Over!” (Int.) ! Fernando has an 8-ball of
coke laid out on the bathroom counter, and he is like, “blow a rail,
holmes!” I’d never done coke before.

rake v. in baseball, to hit well. Jargon. Sports. United States. Prob-
ably related to to rake ‘to sweep or traverse with shot’ and influ-
enced by to rake ‘to win at gambling’ and rake ‘money earned
from gambling.’
1990 Larry Whiteside Boston Globe (Mass.) (May 29) “Go East, Young
Man...and Return in a Powerful Way—That Was Cecil Fielder’s Route,”
p. 43 ! He rakes pitches like that because he’s a low-ball hitter. His
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power is to right and right-center. They can come inside, but he has
the strength like Jim Rice to fight it off. And if they make a
mistake.... 1992 Rick Hummel @ Atlanta, Ga. St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(Mo.) (Aug. 22) “Atlanta—One of the Great Mysteries In,” p. 1C ! Jose
didn’t exactly rake the ball but he sent his single over the infield, rais-
ing his righthanded average to .404. 1996 Tim Keown San Francisco
Chronicle (Calif.) (Apr. 6) “For a Big Star, Barry Was Bush League,”
p. B2 ! One guy who can really rake: Scott Brosius. 1996 Jim Street
Seattle Post-Intelligencer (Wash.) (May 15) “Gooden Enough! Outcast
Pitcher Tosses No-Hitter,” p. C1 ! You have to tip your hat to Doc. To
no-hit a team that can flat-out rake the ball is pretty unbelievable.
2002 Howard Bryant Record (N.J.) (Feb. 20) “The Yanks 2002 Edition
Gets a Workout,” p. S3 ! “He can really rake that ball to right field,”
[Joe] Torre said. “He’s got a swing that’s tough to teach. To cover the
ball and yank it to right field is something, and we have a very invit-
ing right field.” 2003 Todd Wills Dallas Morning News (Tex.) (June 9)
“Here’s What Scouts Look for When They Grade Prospects and Their
‘Tools,’ ” p. 18 ! It’s as big a part of Baseball 101 vernacular as “that
outfielder has a hose” (a strong throwing arm), “the kid can really
rake” (swing that bat) and “he can mash the ball” (hit for power).
2004 Tim Sullivan @ St. Louis, Mo. San Diego Union-Tribune (Calif.)
(Oct. 28) “Boston’s Long Wait Finally Comes to an End” (Int.) ! After
almost a century in which anguish has accumulated like autumn
leaves, New England wakes up this morning toasting a team that, in
the current baseball parlance, really “rakes.”

rat n. a precisely targeted legislative amendment or bill proposed
as a political favor. Connecticut. Politics. United States. Appears to
be specific to Connecticut.
1993 Christopher Keating Hartford Courant (Conn.) (June 13) “Special
Deals Have Some Legislators on ‘Rat’ Patrol,” p. A1 ! State officials
who are seeking to find pork-filled amendments say they are
currently on “rat patrol.” Legislators sometimes disagree whether a
bill is a rat or simply represents an effort to help someone who has
been genuinely wronged by the system. 1998 Hartford Courant
(Conn.) (Oct. 20) “While the Cats Were Away...,” p. A16 ! A rat, in the
parlance of Connecticut state legislators, is a bill or an amendment
slipped in quietly to favor a friend or a special interest. Two Hartford
City Council members recently schemed to sneak through a rat. They
had the audacity to think they could get away with it. 2004 Mark
Pazniokas Hartford Courant (Conn.) (May 12) “Lawmakers OK Borrow-
ing Boost” (Int.) ! The Senate passed it only after Democratic leaders
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agreed to repeal the special favor for Pawelkiewicz—known in legisla-
tive parlance as a “rat”—in a separate bill at a future date. 2004
Michele Jacklin Hartford Courant (Conn.) (May 26) “Legislative Stalling
Becomes a Matter of Degrees” (Int.) ! The measure was a “rat,”
which, in legislative parlance, is a favor-bestowing amendment that
supporters sneak through when (wink, wink, nod, nod) no one is
looking.

rat line n. a covert path or itinerary used for smuggling, escape,
or supply. Crime & Prisons. Jargon. Military. [This term derives from
the tendency of rats to create routes that are out of sight as much
as possible, following perimeters and the bases of obstructions.]
1950 Bob Deindorfer @ Vienna, Austria L.A. Times (Oct. 15) “Escapes
for Sale,” p. G9 ! I remember a ratline operator helping my nephew
escape just after Christmas for two thousand dollars. 1982 William
Safire N.Y. Times (Dec. 17) “Did Andropov Plot to Intimidate Vatican?”
p. P7 ! The Bulgarian secret service, which follows KGB orders with-
out question and which had long-established “rat lines” smuggling
spies and arms into Italy and Turkey, was the obvious choice. 1983
Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (July 5) “U.S. Agents Felt ‘No Great
Pangs’ After Helping Barbie Flee Europe,” p. P11 ! The former CIC
colonel said hundreds of Nazis were brought out of Germany by the
same route and “everybody that went through the Rat Line was per-
sonally accompanied to the ship by a member of our organization.”
2004 Richard Lloyd Parry @ Basra, Iraq Scotsman (Scotland) (Oct. 31)
“Shells Land Near Black Watch Base” (Int.) ! The British troops will
be supported by US helicopters and unmanned reconnaissance drones
which will scan the desert looking for tracks indicating “rat lines”—
military jargon for the routes used by the resistance to transport
fighters, arms and money.

rat-racing n. a playful form of high-speed flying in which airplanes
pursue or attempt to outmaneuver each other, similar to a game
of cat-and-mouse. Military.
1955 Joseph A. Dear @ Germany Michigan Evening Sentinel (Holland,
Mich.) (Nov. 15) “Remote Radar Stations Keep Air Force ‘Cocked,’ ”
p. 10 ! Some of our pilots satisfy their nostalgia by rat racing with
Canadian[s]...from another base. 1961 Mansfield News-Journal (Ohio)
(Apr. 15) “Model Club to Compete,” p. 8 ! The Mansfield Thunder-
birds model plane club expects to send about 20 members to compete
in stunt and rat-racing events to be sponsored in Cleveland May 7 by
the Cleveland Stunt Men. 1977 John Saar Washington Post (June 10)
“American ‘Rat Racers’ Train Hard to Defend South Korea,” p. A18 !
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They call it “rat-racing”—high G-turns that crunch the pilots down
in their seats, blasts of afterburner acceleration, simulated missile fir-
ings, electronic games of tag staged in the skies five miles up over
South Korea. 1991 Jeffrey L. Ethell Fighter Command (July 1), p. 12 !

A pilot’s first taste of “rat racing” in trail, leader trying to shake those
following, came with the Texan. 1991 Robert J. Goebel Mustang Ace:
Memoirs of a P-51 Fighter Pilot (Oct. 1), p. 64 ! I’ve forgotten what we
were doing—probably rat-racing, a kind of follow-the-leader in line
astern where we chased each other all over the sky. 2000 U.S. Depart-
ment of Air Force @ Kelly Air Force Base, Texas (FDCH Regulatory Intel-
ligence Database) (Aug. 2) “U.S. Pilots, Planes Travel to ‘Olympics of
the Air’ Aboard Air Force C- 5” ! She says the experience of “rat-rac-
ing around at 150 to 200 knots” in her G-300 is comparable to what
she experiences in the SR-71.

rat spill n. the accidental importation of rats to a rat-free island (or,
rarely, to any rat-free piece of land). Animals. Environment.
1991 (AP) (Oct. 10) “Federal Biologist Warns of ‘Rat Spill’ ” (in
Anchorage, Alaska) (title). 1999 (AP) (Jan. 18) “Pribilofs Raise Rodent
Defense” (in Anchorage, Alaska) ! The agency and local officials have
also set up a rat spill-response team to spring into action when there’s
a shipwreck. 2000 (U.S. Department of the Interior National Park Ser-
vice) (Nov. 17) “Final Environmental Impact Statement for Anacapa
Island Restoration Plan...Record of Decision,” p. 4 (Int.) ! Reacting to a
“rat-spill” from a shipwreck or some other introduction requires a
rapid response, as does any appearance on Anacapa Island following
eradication, or on Prince, Sutil and Santa Barbara Islands. 2004
Sarah Kershaw @ St. Paul, Alaska N.Y. Times (Dec. 28) “In Alaskan
Islands, Fearing a Spill That Comes on Legs” (Int.) ! But worse than an
oil spill, in the view of wildlife biologists working furiously to protect
millions of exotic animals, the freighter, if it got close enough, could
cause an even greater environmental calamity: a rat spill.... Scientists
say they now fear rat spills more than oil spills, which can eventually
be cleaned up.

rebate shop n. a gambling broker that guarantees to return a per-
centage of every bet to a bettor. Gambling. Jargon.
2001 Andrew Beyer Washington Post (Feb. 1) “Rebates Knock Betting
Off Track,” p. D2 ! Laurel Vice President Jim Mango traced the bet to
the island of St. Kitts, site of a suspected rebate shop. 2004 Chris
Young Toronto Star (Can.) (Apr. 17) “Complex Betting World,” p. E8
! Rebate shops have no such overhead to cover and give most of it
back to their customers. Typically, that amounts to between 3 and 12
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per cent of the amounts bet, even as high as 18 per cent on some
exotic bets. 2004 Joe Drape N.Y. Times (Apr. 26) “Horse Racing’s
Biggest Bettors Are Reaping Richest Rewards” (Int.) ! He bets through
what are called rebate shops, which are off-shore, on Indian reserva-
tions or in states with fewer regulations. Rebate shops offer from 4
percent to 10 percent back on every dollar wagered—win or lose.

receipt n. in professional wrestling, a payback, score-settling, or
revenge taken for true physical injury or insult. Entertainment. Jar-
gon. United States.
1996 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling.fantasy (Apr. 25) “DEWF Thursday
Thunder for 4/25/96!!! (Part One)” ! This match, as Joey might put it,
was a “receipt” for Awesome throwing Vader out of the Extreme
Rumble for the DEWF Heavyweight Title. Really. It was gruesome.
2000 John Leland Newsweek (Feb. 7) “Our Man Goes to the Mat,”
p. 54 ! If you hurt your opponent for real, he might “get a receipt,”
or return the favor. “It’s like a waltz,” yells Ed, counting off a one-
two-three rhythm. “Your opponent is really your partner.” 2000
Terry Gross Fresh Air (NPR) (Apr. 24) “Interview with Bret Hart” ! In
wrestling, there’s a thing called—they’re referred to as potatoes, is
when you accidentally hurt somebody for real. And, you know, it—
one potato’s OK, two potatoes is crossing the line, and the third one,
you usually give what they call a receipt, which is you give one right
back. 2004 Mike Mooneyham Post and Courier (Charleston, S.C.)
(July 18) “Bret Hart Has Something to Say About Flair’s Book” (Int.)
! “Personally,” Flair says in his book, “I never saw dollar signs on
Bret Hart.” According to Flair, Hart was too protective of his own
image. “(Bret) could have been the president of his own fan
club.”...That Flair finally issued what in wrestling parlance is known
as a “receipt” should have come as no surprise to Hart or his fans.

refi n. a refinancing of a mortgage or loan. Money & Finance. [Clip-
ping of refinance.]
1986 Robert Guenther Wall Street Journal (Apr. 2) “Mortgage-Hunt-
ing? Be Ready for Delays and Waiting Lists” ! “It’s refi-mania,” says
Felix Beck, chairman of Margaretten & Co., a New Jersey-based mort-
gage banker. 2003 John Rubino How to Profit from the Coming Real
Estate Bust (Sept. 20), p. 106 ! The 407,000 mortgage brokers/bank-
ers...were busy processing refi applications at the end of 2002. 2005
Moneyweb (S. Africa) (June 21) “Rudolf Gouws: Chief Economist, Rand
Merchant Bank” (Int.) ! If you look elsewhere in the world, house
prices rise, consumers then draw more on their bonds, they do “refis”
as they call them in the United States.
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reflectoporn n. a sexual fetish involving the display of nudity in
reflective surfaces. Sexuality.
2003 Graham Brough Mirror (U.K.) (Sept. 9) “Get Your Bids Out for
the eBays,” p. 18 ! Reflectoporn—the way exhibitionists get their
nude bodies seen by millions around the world—swept America first
and has now spread to the UK. 2004 Fleshbot (May 14) “eBay Item of
the Week” (Int.) ! Reflectoporn might have been the big eBay porn
craze that wasn’t, but we’ve been seeing a lot of otherwise ordinary
auction items modeled by some very extraordinary looking women
lately, like this perfectly hideous men’s jacket which showed up on
eBay Germany last week. 2004 NewYorkish (Apr. 8) “The Department
of Sad, Sad Hobbies” (Int.) ! This new “craze” is called reflectoporn
and here’s another explanation: “Sellers take a photo of the object
they’re auctioning in the nude and their naked body is reflected in its
polished surface.”

rehat v. to outfit military personnel in different uniforms in order
to show a change of allegiance or authority. Military. Politics.
1995 (Agence France-Presse) (Dec. 19) “US Troop Deployment Lags in
Bosnia” ! “The French and British had two advantages we did not
have. They had substantial numbers of troops on the ground already.
They would just rehat their people.” He said referring to the switch
from UN blue helmets to NATO equipment. 2000 Nancy Soderberg
(Africa News) (Feb. 7) “Soderberg Remarks to UNSC on Sierra Leone
Peacekeeping Force” ! The United States supports the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s recommendation to expand the mandate of UNAMSIL to take
on the function of the departing ECOMOG forces, and we will vote
for the resolution before us today. To ensure there is no gap in secu-
rity, we support the “rehatting” of two battalions of Nigerian ECO-
MOG troops remaining in Sierra Leone. 2004 Samantha Power @
Sudan New Yorker (Aug. 23) “Dying in Darfur” (Int.) ! One policeman,
riding a camel, was wearing the navy-blue trousers of the Sudanese
police and the green camouflage top of the Sudanese Army. Others
were loitering in the Kas market wearing crisp blue police uniforms,
but their turbans, the rifles slung over their shoulders, and their flip-
flops gave them away as former janjaweed. In the local parlance, they
had been “re-hatted.”

relo n. a move from one home to another; a person making such
a move. [Clipping of relocation.]
1981 Alan S. Oser N.Y. Times (Apr. 24) “Sluggish Resale Market for
Houses Shown in Employee Relocation Data” ! Such insight was not
available when corporations left their employees to handle their own
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moves, since the figures were too fragmented to collect. To some
extent, “relo” services have now become a clearinghouse for resale
data. 2002 Emma McLaughlin, Nicola Kraus The Nanny Diaries
(Mar. 13), p. 244 (March 2003) ! The Wall Street kids all get relo
money from their companies. You want to beat them out you gotta
pay up front. 2005 Peter T. Kilborn N.Y. Times (June 1) “The Five-
Bedroom, Six-Figure Rootless Life” (Int.) ! A rookie “relo,” she decides,
someone newly relocated to Alpharetta and to its traffic.

renderwall n. a bank or cluster of computers devoted to creating
animation. Entertainment. Jargon. Technology.
1996 Usenet: comp.unix.solaris (July 30) “Newsletter Selections”
! Remember the movie Toy Story? Well, when Pixar did the rendering
on that, they created their own supercomputer to do it. The super-
computer in question was dozens of rack-mounted Sun workstations
sans monitors and with their cpus replaced by Ross hyperSPARCs.
They called it the RenderWall. 2001 Onfilm (New Zealand) (July 30)
“Going Postal,” p. 15 ! We have also added a render wall for our
effects and animation. 2001 Usenet: alt.slack (Dec. 21) “Re: Oh. My.
Bob. LOTR. SPOILER&helllip; But Not Much of a Spoiler” ! I was kind
of hoping that the CG would be something like “Meet the Feebles” on
acid. But there might still be some hope for the Compaq
“RenderWall” clusterphuk, if they can hook it up to a ukulele and a
kazoo. 2003 Jennifer Hillner Wired (Dec.) “The Wall of Fame” (Int.)
! Churning out scenes like the destruction of Barad-dûr and the Bat-
tle of Pelennor Fields (with thousands of bloodthirsty CG Orcs) took
3,200 processors running at teraflop speeds through 10-gig pipes—
that’s one epic renderwall.

respeaker n. in broadcasting, a person who renarrates, summa-
rizes, or describes a television program for recording in prepara-
tion for subtitling. Media. Television.
2002 NHK-TV (Japan) (Feb.) “First ‘Kohaku Utagassen’ Closed Cap-
tioning Service” (Int.) ! A “re-speaker,” listening to the performer’s
speech during the program, utters the content of that speech into the
speech recognizer, which automatically produces a caption script.
2003 M.J. Evans BBC (U.K.) (July) “Speech Recognition in Assisted
and Live Subtitling for Television” (Int.) ! Script Capture supplements
this with a re-speak system—using recognition trained to the re-
speaker’s voice—to produce transcripts for programmes for which
none exists. *2004 BBC (U.K.) (June 6) “Job Specification” (Int.) ! A
Day in the Life of a Respeaker. 2004 Yomiuri Shimbun (Japan)
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(Aug. 13) “NHK to Add Closed Captions to Olympics” (Int.) ! In live
closed-captioned broadcasts, staffers called respeakers translate the
original audio content into speech-recognition software that creates
the closed captions.

resume on a rope n. a backstage pass.
Entertainment. Music. Slang. United States.
[Ref. to the laminated cards on cords worn
around the neck that authorize the wearer
to have access to restricted areas at con-
certs.]
2000 Foo Fighters Artist Rider (Feb. 25), p. 4
(Int.) in Smoking Gun (2004) “Backstage Pass”
! Any retarded house or venue passes are null
and void. The old “resume on a rope” is not 
permitted. 2003 [Kevin] NadaBlog (Sept. 14) “Beloit College Show”
(Int.) ! Ah but Layne, with your “Resume on a Rope” (backstage
pass), you could have run of the place.

retcon v. to retroactively revise (a plot, storyline, character, event,
history, etc.), usually by reinterpreting past events, or by theoriz-
ing how the present would be different if past events had not hap-
pened or had happened differently. Also n. Arts. Entertainment. Jar-
gon. [retroactive + continuity] Long common in comic books, but
now used in historical fiction.
1989 Usenet: rec.arts.sf-lovers (Aug. 16) “Re: A New Star Wars Film?”
! I’ll confirm that: Lucas retconned the opening credits after the
release of TESB, once it was clear that the films were doing well
enough that the first set would be completed. Had SW bombed, no
one would have known the plans for a set of nine. 1989 Usenet:
rec.arts.comics (Dec. 22) “Re: Infinite Earths” ! “Crisis on Infinite
Earths” solved a DC crisis all right, but it wasn’t the problem of hav-
ing multiple earths. It was the problem of 50 years of continuity com-
plicating their existing characters.... “Crisis” let DC have good reason
to retcon characters to whatever extent needed—heck, it practically
demanded it. 2003 David Kipen San Francisco Chronicle (Calif.)
(Aug. 10) “How Representational Work Was Overshadowed by Abstract
Art” (Int.) ! In the useful and fast-spreading parlance of comic book
fans, Dijkstra has boldly “retconned” most of 20th century American
art history. That is, he’s given it a new “retroactive continuity,” rewrit-
ten it so that a discarded early movement suddenly becomes the con-
summation of everything that came before and a martyr to just about
everything after.
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reverse cowgirl n. a sexual position in which a man lies on his
back while his partner faces his feet to straddle him. Sexuality.
Slang.
1993 Usenet: alt.sex.movies (Nov. 23) “Nina Hartley ‘DP’ and Some
More Ramblings on Euro-porn” ! Nice, “open” shots are preferred,
reverse cowgirl being a favourite, particularly for anals.... It is a tiring
position, particularly bad for the thighs; only really light or athletic
women, like Candie Evans or Erica Boyer, perform it. 1997 Usenet:
alt.sex.wizards (June 23) “Position Names?” ! Reverse cowgirl Gal on
top, facing away from guy. 2004 [Disco Dirge] DVD Talk (June 26)
“Wild on These” (Int.) ! Next, the pair performs an act often referred
to in the slang jargon as “reverse cowgirl,” which seems very funny
since there is not a horse in sight.

reward car n. an (extravagant, frivolous, or impractical) automo-
bile purchased as a gift to oneself when financial or personal goals
have been achieved. Automotive.
1995 Usenet: rec.autos.driving (Mar. 9) “Re: Questions: Merkur XR4TI”
! I have made engine refinement a top priority when I buy my post
grad-school reward car. 1996 Mark Savage Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel (Wisc.) (May 8) “Automakers Play ‘Can You Top This?’ Convert-
ibles Still Stir Competitive Juices,” p. 1 ! Our feeling is that Boomers
are still in the market for a reward car and there will be a long, stable
market for convertibles. 2005 Alex Williams N.Y. Times (June 10)
“What Women Want: More Horses” (Int.) ! There is no single category
of female “reward car,” as some in the auto industry call such pur-
chases. But analysts see increases in the number of middle-aged
women buying all sorts of nonfamily cars.

rexing n. organized or competitive rollerskating to dance music;
roller disco; (hence) a leg-scissoring movement in skating sports.
Sports.
1980 Andrea Kamin Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (May 22) “Snap-
ping Feet to the Downbeat at the Rink,” p. T1 ! He says the term
roller disco is hard to define because different regions have different
styles of roller disco. In the United States, skaters call it jammin’, in
the West it is called rexing, and in other parts of Canada it’s called
boogie. 2000 Audrey Bakewell Get the Edge (Jan. 1), p. 81 ! The
Rexing movement will help to develop agility and increase foot aware-
ness. Rexing is an in-line skating term. It is a combination of In and
Out and the Crossover Tuck. With both blades on the ice, push out
then glide together, moving into the crossover tuck position. 2005
John Tanasychuk Sun-Sentinel (Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.) (July 9) “Jam on a
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Roll” (Int.) ! Sometimes called “rexing” or “bounce skating,” jam
skating is to roller skating as snowboarding was once to skiing.

rice bowl n. in the military, a jealously protected program, pro-
ject, department, or budget; a fiefdom. Military. [Perhaps related
to the Chinese concept of the rice bowl as a metaphor for the basic
elements required to live, as seen, for example, in the iron rice
bowl, employment that is guaranteed for life.]
1982 Richard Halloran @ Washington, D.C. N.Y. Times (Nov. 23) “How
Hornet Was Stripped of Values It Began With” ! But some also comes
from an institutional, bureaucratic drive to have more airplanes and a
bigger share of Navy and Defense Department budgets. “The air-
systems people saw that whole program as a gigantic rice bowl they
could put their hands into,” a critic in the Pentagon said. 1990 Fred
Kaplan @ Washington, D.C. Boston Globe (Mass.) (July 29) “In House,
Bipartisan Drive Is Growing to Slash Defense,” p. 2 ! Gingrich pledged
“to cooperate in any way I can on a bipartisan basis in really rethink-
ing all of this” because the effort is “going to require not only reshap-
ing the rice bowls at the Pentagon but breaking a few of them.” 1994
Defense Daily (Sept. 15) “Army Seeks Moral High Ground in Briefing to
Roles Panel,” vol. 184, no. 53 ! Attempting to take the moral high
ground in a debate that in the past has been characterized by high
emotions as each service sought to protect its own “rice bowls,” the
Army leadership avoided suggesting to the commission ways that the
functions the military services perform could be restructured. 1997
Hal Gerhanoff Journal of Electronic Defense (Feb. 1) “Empty Rice
Bowls,” vol. 20, no. 2, p. 10 ! The composition of QDR architects is
likely to produce another rubber-stamp picture of where spending
priorities should remain, thus protecting the iron rice bowls of tacti-
cal air supremacy aircraft, carriers and subs, stealth platforms and
those other expensive systems better suited to fight the last war than
the next one. 2001 Scott C. Truver (United States Naval Institute: Pro-
ceedings) (Oct. 1) “Where Is the All-Electric Navy?” vol. 127, no. 10,
p. 99 ! To be sure, there remain hotbeds—maybe “rice bowls” is
more apt—of interest in IED and IPS in and out of the Navy.... Sev-
eral government officials conclude that Secretary Danzig’s corporate
approach cannot work unless the service overcomes its penchant for
rice bowls, and a single agency has the responsibility and authority to
make decisions and allocate resources. 2005 Matt Wickenheiser Port-
land Press (Maine) (May 20) “Strategy X Looks at the Big Picture” (Int.)
! But funding was sparse, and everyone had their own “rice bowl,” he
said—a military term describing jurisdictional jealousy.
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ridonkulous adj. (very) ridiculous. Also ridonculous, redoncu-
lous, redonkulous, redonculus, redonkulus, ridonculus,
ridonkulus, redunculous, redunkulous, ridunkulous, riduncu-
lous, ridunkulus, redunkulus, redunkulus, ridunkulus. Slang.
This word is different from ridorkulous, ‘extremely dorky.’
1998 Usenet: alt.fan.backstreet.boys (Aug. 20) “Another Huge One!!”
! Phrases Or Words: ferociously redonculous, and KTBPA. 2000
Usenet: alt.video.dvd (Dec. 18) “Re: Smoking Pot and Watching DVD
Movies” ! I just finished a well-conceived brainstorm that concluded
this thread is ridonkulous only if you continue to read. 2001 St. Paul
Pioneer Press (Minn.) (July 20) “How Cold Is It? Oh, Look at That Poor,
Shivering Dog!” p. E3 ! The other driver’s insurance company is
claiming they have to determine liability...which, to me, is a bit
redonkulous (to steal a word from my brother), seeing as how I was
nowhere near my car. 2004 Telegraph (U.K.) (Oct. 16) “Guide to OC
Vocabulary” (Int.) ! Ridonkulous—Deserving or inspiring the highest
level of ridicule, as in: “Dude, I cannot believe you live in a
penthouse, man. This place is ridonkulous”—(Seth to Oliver).

rinse n. in New Zealand, the drug Gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, also
known as GHB. Crime & Prisons. Drugs. New Zealand.
2002 Usenet: nz.general (N.Z.) (Oct. 29) “Does Anyone Know What
Drugs Make Up ‘Rinse’??” (title). 2003 [Gargoyle] Twisted (N.Z.)
(Feb. 4) (Int.) ! I’ve heard that a regular hit of “rinse” (GHB) in
wellington is something like 30ml. 2003 Dominion Post (N.Z.)
(Aug. 6) “Coroner Condemns Fatal Fantasy Drug,” p. 6 ! Some of the
people at Mr. Ferretti’s home that night said he had previously sup-
plied them with drugs, including Rinse, a form of Fantasy. 2004
Dominion Post (N.Z.) (June 8) “New Leads in Nightclub Drug Overdose
Case” (Int.) ! Fantasy is a class B drug also known as Rinse, GBH or
GHB, after its chemical name gammahydroxybutyric acid.

roadblock n. a program broadcast simultaneously on more than
one television channel. Entertainment. Jargon. Media.
1984 Tom Shales Washington Post (Oct. 3) “Panning the Reagan Show
TV Privileges Abroad, House Democrats Charge on the Air” ! The great
advantage Reagan enjoys is the three-network whammy, what
Matthews calls a “roadblock.” When Reagan speaks on all three net-
works at once, he is making it very difficult for viewers to avoid him,
but the Democrats rarely enjoy this advantage when they finally get
air time to make their responses. 2004 Electronic Urban Report
(Apr. 27) “Headlines” (Int.) ! The Minnesota Music Man and his
newest label affiliation, Columbia Records, has hooked up with five
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Viacom music properties that will conduct what’s known in broadcast
parlance as a roadblock. MTV, MTV2, BET, VH1 and VH1 Classic
will simultaneously broadcast a 30-minute Prince concert special.

road diet n. the reduction of a roadway’s width or lanes, intended
to change traffic patterns. Architecture. Automotive. Jargon.
1999 Dan Burden, Peter Lagerwey Road Diets: Fixing the Big Roads,
p. 3 (Int.) ! The Road Diet. “Road dieting” is a new term applied to
“skinnying up” patients (streets) into leaner, more productive mem-
bers of society. 2000 Dan Hulbert Atlanta Journal and Constitution
(Ga.) (May 19) “Bicycling Advocate Dennis Hoffarth Leads the Cam-
paign to Make Atlanta More Bike-Friendly,” p. 1C ! DeKalb County
says it will convert a section of North Decatur Road from four car
lanes to three car and two bicycle lanes, the first “road diet” project
of its kind in the metro area. 2001 Rai Demopoulos London Free
Press (Ontario, Can.) (Apr. 2) “Road Growth Not Always the Answer,”
p. A13 ! When roads were actually closed, or their capacity severely
reduced, 20 per cent to 60 per cent of the former traffic disappears
entirely. It isn’t even siphoned off onto other roads. People just travel
less. Some experts scoff, but cases of accidental or deliberate “road
diets” prove the point. 2004 Jessica Vanegeren Post and Courier
(Charleston, S.C.) (Nov. 13) “Why Did the Shopper Cross the Road?”
(Int.) ! The concept of dropping lanes to improve pedestrian safety,
which also tends to benefit street-side businesses, is known as a road
diet.

road to Damascus n. a religious conversion; a revelation, espe-
cially about one’s self; in other figurative uses, denoting a change
in attitude, perspective, or belief. Also road to Damascus expe-
rience. From the biblical story of St. Paul, who converted from
Judaism to Christianity while traveling on the road to Damascus.
1899 Chicago Daily Tribune (June 17) “Delay in Arbitration Plan” (in
The Hague), p. 2 ! The correspondent of the Daily News at The
Hague, who asks whether the Kaiser has found his road to Damascus,
says: “A cabinet messenger arrived here this morning from Berlin with
fresh instructions to Count Munster. They were of such a nature that
several delegates remarked that a new situation had been created
thereby and they must write home for fresh instructions.” 1910 State
Journal (Lincoln, Neb.) (Aug. 21), p. 5 ! Mr. Roosevelt has always
been a progressive, but never an insurgent. Is he now on the road to
Damascus? 1979 H.W. Somerville Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.)
(Nov. 21) “Parizeau Profile,” p. P7 ! There is nowhere any mention
that on his Road to Damascus, from federalist to separatist, Mr.
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Parizeau was defeated as a Progressive Conservative candidate. 1993
Peter Davies Modern Homosexualities (Nov. 1) “The Role of Disclosure
in Coming Out Among Gay Men,” p. 75 ! There are those who regard
coming out as a “road to Damascus” experience, a single moment of
recognition of one’s “true” self, a gestalt shift in which the label of the
derided other is applied to one’s self. 1995 Dan T. Carter The Politics
of Rage (Oct. 27), p. 254 ! The Washington summit did not prove a
road-to-Damascus experience. Within twenty-four hours, Wallace,
back on CBS’s Face the Nation, once again attacked the media for its
use of “unmitigated falsehood” to slander the people of Alabama.
2005 Steven Church News Journal (Del.) (Apr. 24) “Big Money, Big
Speakers, Big Sound” (Int.) ! I refer to it as a “road to Damascus”
experience.... When they hear that sound, they realize they have never
heard anything like it before, and it absolutely changes their life.

roasting n. group sex involving one woman and more than one
man. Sexuality. United Kingdom.
2003 Daily Star (U.K.) (Oct. 5) “It ’s Called ‘Roasting,’ ” p. 4 ! Top
young footballers driven by lust regularly lure young girls for group
sex—and they call their sick post match sex games “roasting.”...“It’s
not unusual for a girl to s**g all of us,” said Meikle, who explained
that the game gets its name from roasting a chicken. “It gets stuffed.”
2005 Alex Peake Sun (U.K.) (Apr. 11) “Dyer Fury at Web Sex Slur”
(Int.) ! The term “roasting” is slang for group sex between a woman
and several men.

robo-call n. an automated (telemarketing) phone call. Technol-
ogy. Robo, from robot, is a long-standing prefix used to indicate
automation or mechanization.
1991 Usenet: comp.org.eff.talk (Apr. 13) “Re: Retaliate Against Robot
Salesmen (Update)” ! Last time I got robocalled, the discussion went
something like: “Would you like blah blah blah insurance informa-
tion...?” 1994 Usenet: comp.society.privacy (July 9) “Re: Question
About CallerID” ! If they continue to call (or if it’s a robo-call) then
(don’t know about availability in other states) start hitting *57 (call
trace) which logs the number with the phone company as a harassing
call. 1995 Laura Brooks Arizona Daily Star (Sept. 14) “Voice Mail Is a
Boon to Some, But a Hang-Up for Others,” p. 1B ! Cochrane’s
employer recently turned to Robo-call. Last month, Montgomery
Ward’s credit department switched on an automated...number—and
immediately heard the wrath of its customers. 2004 Alexandra Pelosi
@ Napoleon, Ohio Sneaking into the Flying Circus (Oct. 31), p. 264
(May 3, 2005) ! These women actually believed that a campaign
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robocall was Arnold himself calling, and from the excitement that her
story generated it was clear that people love getting woken up by
celebrities. 2005 Justin Fenton Baltimore Sun (Md.) (July 27) “Nation
in Grip of Record Hot Spell” (Int.) ! In the city, an automated message
from Mayor Martin O’Malley—a “robo call,” his office termed it—
alerted seniors to their options regarding relief from the heat.

robotripping n. the recreational use of over-the-counter cough
syrup for its narcotic effects. Also roboing. Drugs. This is also
known as dexing and tussing, the latter from the cough syrup
brand name “Robitussin.”
1991 Usenet: alt.drugs (Dec. 22) “Acid and Robitussin” ! I have found
robotripping to be VERY much like tripping on acid. 1992 Usenet:
alt.drugs (Feb. 12) “Dextromethorphan Hydrobromide (Delsym)” ! I
first became interested in the articles about Roboing. I have been
doing Robo for about six months. 1992 Usenet: alt.drugs (Aug. 26)
“Re: Robo” ! Drink robo only if you can’t get any acid. I’ve roboed
about 20 times in the last six months or so, and I hope I don’t ever
have to do it again. 1996 Usenet: alt.drugs.pot (Aug. 10) “Need
Answers on ‘Robotrip’ ” ! Anyone who has exact information about
Robotripping, could you please e-mail me immediately? I’m curious
to its required dosage. 1997 Peggy Fletcher Salt Lake Tribune (Utah)
(May 4) “U Too Need Jesus, Christian Rockers Say; Concert Rocks for
Jesus Christ,” p. B1 ! He mesmerized the audience with tales of being
shot 13 times and attacking opponents while “roboing”—being high
on the cough syrup Robitussin. 2005 Sheryl Ubelacker London Free
Press (Ontario, Can.) (Feb. 28) “Syrup Heads” (Int.) ! In fact, the
growing use in North America of these drug-store stalwarts has
spawned a whole new lexicon, including “robotripping” and popping
“Skittles,” “Red Devils” and “Triple Cs,” the latter the street term for
Coricidin Cough and Cold. Those who take them for a high are called
“syrup heads.”

rocket surgery n. a task requiring intelligence or higher educa-
tion; a difficult undertaking. [A blend of rocket science and brain
surgery.] Often used jocularly in negative constructions similar to
“It’s not rocket surgery.”
1994 Usenet: alt.prose (Jan. 29) “Twins” ! He usually mutes or
ignores the commercials, but one day he finds himself drawn in,
watching people do the things he’d always imagined he would do:
trapeze artistry, rocket surgery, paleo-indian lifestyles. 1994 Francis
X. Clines N.Y. Times (Aug. 7) “On Sunday in Boot Camp, Rough Drafts
Get Fit to Film,” p. 35 ! “In a way, movie making is rocket surgery,”
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Mr. Gordon says of the Hollywood mélange that beguiles him so. “It’s
a very quirky art form that intersects with business.” 2005 Jim
Sullinger @ Topeka, Kan. Kansas City Star (Kan., Mo.) (July 3) “Legisla-
tive Lingo” (Int.) ! One legislator, mixing metaphors in referring to a
simple concept, called it “rocket surgery.”

rocking chair job n. an occupation or employment that requires
little work; a sinecure. Employment. The Dictionary of American
Regional English includes the term rocking-chair money, ‘unem-
ployment compensation or another benefit paid to someone who
is not working.’ The first 2000 citation probably refers to a job with
a great retirement plan.
1919 N.Y. Times (Oct. 2) “Urge Pay Increase Before Aldermen,” p. 36
! One way to finance a rise in wages, he said, would be to get rid of
secretaries to secretaries, rocking chair jobs and jobs that overlapped.
1925 Washington Post (Feb. 17) “Batting ’Em Out in the Hot Stove
League,” p. 21 ! It will be no rocking-chair job for whoever does the
catching for the St. Louis Browns next season. 1934 Syracuse Herald
(N.Y.) (Feb. 22) “Draft Dodger Bergdoll Denies Bribery in Escape” (in
Philadelphia), p. 2 ! I could easily have bribed myself into a rocking
chair job in the Army or Navy during the war and would have
avoided all the trouble I had. 1951 Edwin Schallert L.A. Times (Oct. 7)
“In Movie Field, Gene Kelly Proves a Quintuple Threat,” p. D10 ! I
could even welcome just a straight lead for a change, because that’s
really a rocking-chair job. 1988 Joe Donnelly Newsday (Long Island,
N.Y.) (Oct. 12) “Meanwhile...A’s Wait Pitchers Get in Their Cuts in
Workout,” p. 138 ! Most people seem to think the American League
manager has a rocking chair job. That’s ridiculous. A manager always
has to make a decision on his pitcher. 2000 Rudolph Daniels Trains
Across the Continent (Dec. 1), 2 ed., p. 219 ! Rocking Chair. Retire on
a pension. Rocking Chair Job. Working on a diesel switcher. 2005
Winston Ross Register-Guard (Eugene, Ore.) (May 30) “Coastal Towns
Seek Formula for Success” (Int.) ! A lot of timber workers referred to
it as the “rocking chair” industry, because timber workers spent a lot
of time on their porches in rocking chairs during the bust time.

roforofo fight n. a political battle in which no participant is unsul-
lied; a mud-slinging contest. Nigeria. Politics. [This was popularized
by, if not originated by, the 1972 song “Roforofo Fight” by Niger-
ian musician Fela Anikulapo Kuti. The first part of the term is
apparently the reduplicated Yoruba word rofo ‘mud.’]
2000 Mideno Bayagbon Vanguard Daily (Lagos, Nigeria) (June 21)
“13% Derivation War Coming” ! The war gongs are already primed,
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trenches are being dug, and the various troops are moving into posi-
tions. Nothing, it seems can stop this fight that promises to be what
the late Afro beat musician, Fela Anikulapo Kuti, described as a rofo-
rofo fight. 2000 Sufuyan Ojeifo @ Abuja Vanguard Daily (Lagos, Nige-
ria) (Nov. 5) “Na’Abba vs. Obasanjo: The Lingering Blackmail” !

Nigeria’s Lower Legislative Chamber is involved in what the Yoruba
call roforofo fight with the Executive arm of government headed by
President Olusegun Obasanjo. Participants in such a fight cannot
escape being badly messed up or roundly stained. 2001 [Aiyekooto]
Tempo (Nigeria) (Feb. 15) “Of Under 50s and Veterans” ! I just love
reading them—I mean the young ones lambasting the old ones and
the old ones almost raining curses on the young ones. That is the
politicians and aspiring politicians.... The genesis of this rofo-rofo
fight, to my mind, is simply frustration. 2003 Trevor Schoonmaker
Fela: From West Africa to West Broadway (July 4), p. 192 ! In Roforofo
Fight (1972), Fela Anikulapo-Kuti sings about a very angry friend
who, against all the remonstrations of his colleagues, engages in a
nasty brawl in a pool of mud with an unspecified assailant. Conse-
quently, the mud (roforofo) claims both assailant and defender as the
two brawlers come to “look like twins,” their separate identities indis-
tinguishable in their grotesque, muddied appearance. 2005 Funke
Aboyade This Day (Lagos, Nigeria) (June 23) “An Ill Wind...” (Int.) !

They are taking no prisoners and what is known in local parlance as a
roforofo fight is the only way they know.

rollator n. a wheeled walker used by the infirm to increase mobil-
ity. Health.
1996 Linda S. Mlynarek, Linda C. Mondoux Nursing Homes (Sept.)
“Pulling Together for Restraint Reduction” (Int.) ! To improve this resi-
dent’s gait, staff worked closely with him, helping him ambulate more
regularly. Therapy staff taught him how to use a rollator walker.
1998 Thomas Petzinger Jr. @ Pittsburgh, Pa. Wall Street Journal (B1)
(Oct. 2) “A New Rolling Walker to Get the Frail Moving Lacks Market
Traction” ! Unlike a conventional “clomp and stomp” walker, a rolla-
tor glides over pavement, carpet, thresholds and grass on large rubber
wheels—much like a shopping cart with brakes, but without a big
basket. 1998 Jamal Roomi, Abebaw M. Yohannes, Martin J. Connolly
Age and Ageing (Oxford, Eng.) (Nov.) “The Effect of Walking Aids on
Exercise Capacity and Oxygenation in Elderly Patients with Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease,” vol. 27, no. 6, p. 703 ! We have
assessed the effect of Zimmer, rollator and gutter frames on 6-min
walking distance and on arterial oxygenation during exercise in
elderly patients with COPD. 2004 Semantic Compositions (Sept. 28)
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“Mechanical Ineptitude” (Int.) ! In order to facilitate a day of traipsing
around malls, Mom SC therefore decided to surprise MGSC with a
device she mistakenly believed to be a wheelchair. In fact, it is some-
thing called a “rollator,” or a wheeled walker.

rosh katan n. an attitude of avoiding responsibility, of extreme
self-interest, or of strict adherence to rules to the point of obstruc-
tion or absurdity; a person with such an attitude; in British English,
a jobsworth. Hebrew. Israel. The Hebrew is ‘small head.’
The term seems to have originated in the Israeli military.
1985 David Bernstein Times (London, Eng.) (Aug. 10) “Israel: Exodus
from a Land of Lost Promise,” p. P9 ! This is all part of the phenome-
non Israelis call Rosh Katan, literally “small head,” an increasing con-
cern with one’s own personal life. 1986 Reuven Gal Portrait of the
Israeli Soldier (Aug. 18), p. 132 ! This attitude was known among
Israeli troops as “small head” (in Hebrew, “Rosh Katan”), meaning
someone who avoids taking responsibility, initiating actions, or divert-
ing from proscribed procedures and instead maintains a “low profile.”
1990 Bradley Burston Jerusalem Post (Nov. 30) “The Making of the
Next CGS,” p. 5 ! Senior commanders have suggested recently that the
demoralization and the Rosh Katan (anti-involvement) doctrine of
anti-volunteerism have been potentiated by cuts in training time due
to pressures of budget and border/territories patrol priorities. 2004
Tamar Nitzan Joel on Software (NYC) (Dec.) (Int.) ! As for the expres-
sions (pronounced “rosh katan”—little head, vs. “rosh gadol”—big
head). This expression comes from the IDF, and as most military lan-
guage, doesn’t quite translate into normal language. A “rosh katan”
(literally “little head,” and I actually think it is the original expression
which derived most likely from “pinhead,” the contrast later came in
as a complement) is someone that does exactly what he’s told. For
instance, someone might be told to clean the barrel of their rifle. A
“rosh katan” will strictly clean the barrel, perhaps leaving it useless
because the trigger mechanism has sand in it, whereas a “rosh gadol”
will clean the entire rifle and lubricate it so it’s ready for use and
doesn’t rust. 2005 Ben Rothschild Neria The Fool’s Page (Kfar Vradim,
Israel) (Jan. 23) “Terms in the Israeli Mind” (Int.) ! When someone is
“Rosh Katan,” it means that he won’t do anything unless told to. It
means that he won’t care for anything unless it hurts him.

rowback n. a reversal (of opinion, policy, or stated fact), esp. when
intended to be surreptitious.
1963 Frank Johnson Nevada State Journal (Reno) (July 3) “Journalistic
‘Rowback’ Art He Hasn’t Mastered,” p. 9 ! A “rowback” is an impor-
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tant if little-known tool of the journalistic trade. It is the reporter’s
artgum eraser. If used skillfully enough, the readers will not even
realize he has made a correction. 1988 Wilbur G. Landrey St. Peters-
burg Times (Fla.) (June 12) “Kinnock Thinks Again About Nukes,” p. 5D
! A week ago, Kinnock began a famous rowback.... He still wanted to
get rid of the Trident submarine missile systems contracted by Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, he said in a television interview, “but the
fact is that it does not have to be something for nothing. The fact is
now that it can be something for something.” 2003 Mark Hennessy
Irish Times (Dublin, Ireland) (Oct. 1) “FF Lobby for Deal on Smoking
Ban Grows,” p. 7 ! The smoking ban, due to come into force in Janu-
ary, yesterday dominated nearly two hours of debate at the weekly
Fianna Fail parliamentary party meeting. However, Mr. Martin
rejected all calls for a rowback and insisted that the Government had
no option but to go ahead with the ban. 2004 William Powers
National Journal (Apr. 10) “Our Man Dan” ! Have you read Okrent on
that “squirrelly journalistic dance step known to old-timers as a ‘row-
back’ ”? That’s when a news outlet tries to cover up an erroneous story
with a new story that conveniently neglects to mention the first one.

rubber ear n. an attitude or instance of rejection, refusal, or unre-
sponsiveness; the cold shoulder. Also v., to reject, refuse, or ignore.
Scotland. Sometimes constructed similar to give (someone) the
rubber ear or get the rubber ear. Although the first cite is from
an American author, the term is far more common among Scots.
1981 William Diehl Chameleon, p. 88 ! Mooney was getting a rubber
ear from listening to all the complaints and excuses, and the phone
rang and Mooney snatched it up and snapped, “Forget it!” 1990
Usenet: eunet.jokes (Nov. 28) “Translators” ! It’s helluva difficult tae
try an type wi a Scottish accent, so any choobish flames wull just be
rubber-eared. 1992 Tom Shields @ Washington, D.C. Herald (Glasgow,
Scotland) (Feb. 11) “Sutch and Such as Those,” p. 12 ! Predictably
the Democratic Party election organisers are giving Curly a rubber
ear. Equally predictably Curly is suing the Democratic Party. 1994
Stephen Mcginty Herald (Glasgow, Scotland) (May 21) “Stood Up and
Counted,” p. 25 ! There can be no greater put-down than a stand-up.
A dissy, a rubber ear, or cold shoulder, only the names are changed to
protect the guilty.... Can you imagine the stench in the streets if every
guy or girl rubber-eared on a date, decided to wait until their dates
came to their senses? 1998 Denise Mina Garnethill (May 1), p. 12 !

She was conducting a campaign to have the funding reinstated and
was getting the rubber ear everywhere. 2004 Steven Rattray Scottish
Daily Record (Glasgow, Scotland) (Dec. 8) “Football: Lossie Put the

rubber ear

297



Shutters Up at Last” ! Steven came up and spoke to me before the
game saying he was not feeling too well but I gave him the rubber ear
and told him he was playing and to get on with it. 2005 Hugh Reilly
Scotsman (Glasgow, Scotland) (Apr. 20) “New Scheme with That Sink-
ing Feeling” (Int.) ! It has called for the first module fee of £600 to be
paid for by the taxpayer to raise morale among teaching’s minions but
the Executive has rubber-eared (oops, slipped into Glasgow patois)
this request.

Rummy’s Dummies n. a derogatory name for the U.S. military
under the leadership of Secretary of Defense Donald Rums-
feld. Derogatory. Military. Politics. “Rummy” is a nickname for Mr.
Rumsfeld.
2001 NY Transfer News Collective (NYC) (Dec. 21) “Mullah Omar,
Entire Taliban Leadership Safe” (Int.) ! It’s only the tribal leaders
“loyal to the new Afghan government of Karzai” who are getting
wiped out at the moment, thanks to the Taliban’s superior counterin-
telligence convincing Rummy’s Dummies to bomb them on...the
Road to Kabul. Good title for a movie. 2004 Usenet: soc.sexuality
.spanking (May 9) “Re: Another Paddling Cop” ! Love that “unautho-
rized photography” charge. It’s probably all that will happen to
Rummy’s Dummies. 2004 Richard Kiefer @ Golden, Colo. Rocky
Mountain News (Denver, Colo.) (May 26) “Letters” ! Just what did
Rummy’s dummies think Saddam and his cronies were doing while
they were “fighting” a token war against “coalition” forces—knitting
prayer shawls? 2005 Tim Appelo Seattle Weekly (Wash.) (Mar. 9) “A
Rap on War” (Int.) ! The sharpest blow to Rummy’s Dummies is a
scene, shot long before the recent Rumsfeld press-conference debacle,
wherein a gunner in mock-TV-news tones explains how safe he feels.

Rumtopf n. a dessert of fruit, rum, and sugar. Food & Drink. Ger-
man. United States. [Ger. ‘rum pot.’]
1962 Washington Post, Times Herald (Aug. 9) “Old-Time Recipe Still
Scores Hits,” p. C16 ! A fine way to preserve summer fruits is the
century-old method called potpourri or rumtopf or fruit crock. It’s
an assortment of fruits mellowed in liquor and sugar in a stone crock
for several months to “ripen.” 1972 Lillian Mackesy Post-Crescent
(Appleton, Wisc.) (Nov. 19) “Holiday Menu,” p. C1 ! The Rumtopf
(fruit melange...) and Quiche...are easily made, but the lovely
meringue and cranberry cream Vacherin...takes a little more loving
care. 2004 Marlene Parrish Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio) (June 2)
“Yum! Rum and Berries Create a Syrupy Treat Come Winter” (Int.) ! If
it’s late spring, it’s time to start a Rumtopf, the German word for rum
pot. You store it for fall or winter use.
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run the traps v. phr. to investigate or pursue all possible options.
Also run the trap line. Politics. This term is especially common
in politics. There is an American football term of the same name
that refers to a type of offensive play.
1983 William Safire N.Y. Times Mag. (Feb. 27) “Right Stuff in the Bully
Pulpit,” p. 19 ! I ran the traps around the lexical trade, even asked my
brother, who assured me it wasn’t Robert Louis Stevenson. 1984
Allan Cromley Sunday Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (Dec. 2) “Tip’s Slips
Won’t Stop Re-Election” ! Jones said he is “running the traps” to
determine whether he has the votes to seek a rules change when the
Democrats caucus. If successful, he then would have to beat out
Panetta, which would be a tough fight. 1991 Rebecca Boren Seattle
Post-Intelligencer (Wash.) (Nov. 27) “GOP Strategist Reveals He Has
AIDS” ! I ran the trap line to see how the votes were, and there just
weren’t enough votes. 1998 Bonny L. Herman L.A. Times (May 4)
“First a Plan, Then a Solution to Transportation Problems,” p. B15
! The Valley Industry and Commerce Assn. (VICA) recently sent a
delegation of local business executives to Washington, D.C., to build
relationships with—and, we hope, influence—the nation’s key legisla-
tive decision makers. In so doing, VICA ran the traps, meeting with
the administration, Welfare to Work and the Department of Labor,
among others. 2000 Duncan Hunter (Political Transcripts by Federal
Document Clearing House) (Mar. 2) “House Armed Services Committee
Holds Hearing on Implementation of Department of Energy Reorgani-
zation” ! When somebody down in the...operational area wants to
affect a change or doesn’t want to go along with the policy, they can
run the trap line and go up through the back door and try to get
somebody in your office to change it. 2001 Jim Barnett Oregonian
(Portland, Ore.) (Feb. 19) “Wu Tries to Revive Tech Visa Idea,” p. D1
! In early 2000, Wu began “running the trap lines” of potential oppo-
sition. 2004 Ron Suskind The Price of Loyalty (Jan. 13), p. 44 ! The
need to really “run the traps” on every potential presidential move
was more important for this Bush than for his father or Gerald Ford,
both of whom had vast experience in the federal government.

rusticle n. a stalactite-like underwater accretion formed by cas-
cading rust on sunken iron ships. Science. [rust + icicle] Nearly all
citations found are associated with the RMS Titanic.
1999 Ken F. Jarrell, Douglas P. Bayley, Jason D. Correia, Nikhil A.
Thomas BioScience (July 1) “Recent Excitement About the Archaea,”
vol. 49, no. 7, p. 530 ! Although iron bacteria are of primary impor-
tance in extracting the iron that forms the rusticle, the rusticles are
composed of a community of perhaps dozens of microbial species.
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2003 William J. Broad Chicago Tribune (Aug. 10) “Rust and Visitors
Join Iceberg as Foes of Doomed Titanic,” p. 15 ! Gaping holes have
opened up in the Titanic’s decks, metal walls have slumped and rivers
of rust known as rusticles, which look like brownish icicles hanging
from the ship’s iron plates, have multiplied so fast that in some places
they cover the hull.
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sack up v. to become bold, courageous, or forthright; to NUT UP,
man up. Slang.
1994 Usenet: alt.romance.chat (Mar. 11) “Re: Love and Death” ! My
only response to diablo is to sack up and grow a pair. 1998 Usenet:
alt.sport.lasertag (Dec. 2) “Re: You Should Not Assume Anything” ! I
have the balls to jump into the fire instead of letting it fizzle to a
spark before stomping on it. When you learn this and sack up maybe,
just maybe you’ll get some respect for your mediocre smack talent.
2000 Usenet: misc.fitness.weights (May 23) “Butch Up Heard in
Movie” ! I heard the term “butch up” while watching “Die Hard with
a Vengeance” last night.... I have transgressed the term to be more
encompassing to be used more like “grow some balls,” “sack up,”
“have some integrity,” etc. 2004 [Rob] My “Other” Blog (Aug. 10)
(Int.) ! I should probably just sack up and be honest with myself and
with her.

sag wagon n. at a bicycling event, the vehicle that carries bicyclists
who have withdrawn from the event (due to injury, bicycle mal-
function, tiredness, etc.). Sports.
1967 Commonwealth Reporter (Fond du Lac, Wisc.) (June 16) “State
Plans New Event on Bikeway,” p. 8 ! A “sag wagon” will follow the
riders to pick up any who have mechanical difficulty or find the ride
too strenuous. 1978 James T. Yenckel Washington Post (Aug. 27)
“Wheeling Away the Days,” p. H9 ! The van became very important to
us during the week.... Because it picked up weary cyclists unable to
finish the day’s route, it was dubbed the “sag wagon.” 1994 Usenet:
dc.biking (Aug. 24) “PPTC Sep 1994 Ride Schedule” ! Non-cycling
jobs at Club events (registration, sag wagon, etc.). 2004 Doug Harlow
Morning Sentinel (Waterville, Maine) (Sept. 16) “Cyclists Visit Waterville
En Route to Key West” (Int.) ! The cyclists said they carry about 10
pounds of weight with them when they ride. The rest of their equip-
ment and belongings travel with Barrett in the support vehicle or
“sag” wagon, as they call it.

sale-manageback n. a financial arrangement in which a prop-
erty is sold, then managed by its former owner for a cut of the
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profits. Also attrib. Business. Jargon. Money & Finance. This is sim-
ilar to a sale-leaseback.
1994 Lloyd’s List (U.K.) (Apr. 29) “One Ship Line,” p. 5 ! Vard,
Kloster’s parent, is planning a wholesale sell-off of assets to tackle its
mountain of debt. What is more saignificant [sic] is that Kloster will
keep operational management of the ship for a two-year period,
which may well be extended if things go well. A sort of “sale and
manage back” arrangement into which some industry majors might
be tempted for their older tonnage. 1999 Business Wire (Nov. 15)
“Regent Assisted Living, Inc. Announces 1999 Third Quarter Financials”
(in Portland, Ore.) ! During September 1999, Regent sold to its Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer its 108-bed Scottsdale, Arizona,
community under a sale-manageback arrangement. As a result of the
sale, Regent generated approximately $1.2 million of cash available for
general working capital requirements.... Regent continues to manage
the community pursuant to a long-term agreement. 2005 Martin
Flanagan Scotsman (Glasgow, Scotland) (Mar. 15) “Finance Directors
Calculate Odds on Further Change” (Int.) ! The group has decided
that the inelegant neologism “sale and manageback” will create less
value for shareholders than the more straightforward “get-shot-of-
and-no-mistake.”

salvage v. to kill or assassinate. Crime & Prisons. Philippines. This
meaning appears to be specific to the Philippines.
1983 Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (Sept. 22) “Church Leads Way as
Filipinos Urge Political Reforms,” p. P17 ! According to the task force
report, 1,082 Filipinos were “extra-legally executed or salvaged (a
euphemism for assassinations)” between 1975 and 1983. During the
same period, 266 others “disappeared.” 2003 Manila Standard (Philip-
pines) (Sept. 9) “Use Arnold in a Sentence” ! Ping is quoted as saying
it would be “ridiculous for me to execute my own witness.” The
three-syllable word “execute” shows a marked improvement over that
two-syllable Pinoy colloquialism, “salvage.” Four-syllable words
“assassinate,” “exterminate” and “annihilate” cannot be that far
behind. 2004 Patricio P. Diaz Minda News (Mindanao, Philippines)
(July 13) “On Regrettables” (Int.) ! During martial law, “salvage”
came into use in the Philippines to mean “to execute or dispose of a
person summarily and secretly.” Filipino journalists use it that way
without regret. I wonder if it will ever be entered into reputable
English dictionaries.

sandbox n. the Middle East; a country in that region. Military. Usu-
ally constructed with the definite article: the sandbox.
1990 Jim Klobuchar Star Tribune (Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.)
(Sept. 22) “Maps from St. Paul Should Help,” p. 1B ! The sergeant
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isn’t excited about war in the desert, but he isn’t sure that peace in the
desert is a whole lot safer.... He had just three days to do laundry and
convalesce before heading back into the sandbox. 1990 David Evans
Chicago Tribune (Oct. 7) “For GIs, Fun Helps Battle Isolation in ‘the
Sandbox,’ ” p. 5 ! So what’s there to do in what American soldiers
here call “the sandbox”?...The Saudi Arabian desert is “the sandbox.”
(“The only thing missing are swing sets,” said one Seabee) and the
nomadic local residents are known collectively, and rather affection-
ately, as “Bedouin Bob.” 2003 Amy Schlesing Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette (June 20) “Arkansas Answers 9/11 Call,” p. 1 ! More than 150
U.S. troops died in the war with Iraq.... Every soldier, sailor, airman
and Marine who has worked and fought in the “sandbox” has a story
to tell. 2004 Malcolm Garcia Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (Sept. 20)
“War Reopens Old Wounds for Families” (Int.) ! Despite the proud
family tradition, Edmonds, who suffers from post-traumatic stress
disorder, had difficulty accepting Matthew’s deployment to the “sand
box,” as he calls Iraq. 2005 Jonathan Allen Fort Mill Times (S.C.)
(Mar. 3) “Soldier Writes Home While on Duty in Iraq” (Int.) ! More
than four months in the Middle East—the “sandbox” as some soldiers
call it—hasn’t dampened his spirits any.

scanlation n. the translation of digitally scanned pages (of manga,
a style of Japanese comic book, cartoon, and graphic novel); the
translated works themselves. Arts. Entertainment. Technology. [scan
+ translation]
2001 [Metamia] Part Time Pimp Seven (Nov. 12) (Int.) ! ^_^ Lots of
pretty fanarts to drool over. I also added some scanlations links.
2004 Jeff Yang SF Gate (San Francisco) (June 14) “Manga Nation”
(Int.) ! Would “Fruits Basket”...have been picked up for U.S. release
without its overwhelming popularity on scanlation sites? Possibly—
but the built-in fan base scanlators provided has helped turn the
series into one of TokyoPop’s best-selling titles.

scarlet letter n. a license plate that indicates the automobile’s
owner has been convicted of driving while drunk. Automotive.
Crime & Prisons. [This is a more specific sense of scarlet letter ‘a
badge or symbol worn to indicate the bearer has committed a
crime,’ often used figuratively. It originated in Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s 1850 book The Scarlet Letter, in which a scarlet-
colored A was worn as punishment for adultery.]
1983 Susan Chira @ Albany, N.Y. N.Y. Times (May 3) “Further Mea-
sures to Curb Drunken Driving Studied in Albany” ! The two propos-
als...call for a study of the possible issuing of “scarlet letter” license
plates to people convicted of drunken driving and the possible seizure
of cars of people arrested on a charge of drunken driving. 1993 Jim
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Massie @ Circleville, Ohio Columbus Dispatch (Ohio) (Sept. 2) “Court
of Appeal; Fun-Loving Yet Serious Circleville Judge Makes an Impres-
sion,” p. 1E ! The court became the first in Ohio to immobilize the
vehicles of repeat OMVI offenders. Adkins also began ordering repeat
offenders to put yellow license tags on their automobiles as “scarlet
letters,” he said. 2005 Amanda Erickson @ Albany, N.Y. Press & Sun-
Bulletin (Binghamton, N.Y.) (June 17) “DWI Plates Would ID Offenders”
(Int.) ! Two senators unveiled a measure Thursday that would require
drivers convicted of three drunken-driving offenses in a five-year
period, or four within 10 years, to purchase license plates with a
number code that police could use to identify them as convicted
drunken drivers.... In Ohio, the plates are known as “scarlet letters.”

schmoopiness n. behavior that is excessively cutesy, precious, or
adoring. This word—and the noun schmoopy ‘a term of affection
for one who is adored; a person who exhibits schmoopiness’ and
the adjective schmoopy ‘(excessively) cutesy or adoring’—was pop-
ularized by, if not coined for, episode 116 of the television pro-
gram “Seinfeld,” first broadcast Nov. 25, 1995. The words are also
frequently spelled with shmoop-. Despite the show’s setting in
New York City and the nebbishness of the character George Con-
stanza, there’s no evidence that this word is derived from a real
Yiddish word.
1997 Usenet: alt.tv.x-files (Dec. 1) “Re: An Assessment of PMP” ! I
never want to see kissing or any such schmoopiness going on between
Mulder and Scully. 1999 Rod Dreher N.Y. Post (Sept. 17) “Little Love
for ‘Game’: Costner’s Latest Is Way Off Base,” p. 43 ! “For Love of the
Game” is another two-hours-plus Kevin Costner strikeout, a gassy
baseball elegy suffocating in Lite-Rock schmoopiness and Costnerian
self-regard. 2001 Tom Hill TV Land to Go (Dec. 4), p. 209 ! This
episode is just as rich and thick as the Soup Nazi’s mulligatawny, and
we didn’t even try to include the entire subplot in which George deals
with Sheila and her “schmoopiness.” 2005 Johns Hopkins News-Letter
(Baltimore, Md.) (Apr. 15) “Hot at Hopkins” (Int.) ! Betsy likes a man
who doesn’t mind cuddling—or schmoopiness, as she calls it. And
after all that schmooping, you’d better not be disrespectful, because
disrespect is her pet peeve.

scraper n. an automobile, esp. a large passenger vehicle without
prestige or current style. Automotive. California. Slang. United
States. [Despite the obvious suggestion of scraper, automobiles
called by this term do not seem to be low-riders or lead sleds.]
This term appears to originate in and be specific to northern Cal-
ifornia, especially the San Francisco Bay area.
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*2003 [ozzie94] @ Oakland, Calif. CarDomain.com (Dec. 10) “Ozzie’s
Oldsmobile: ‘The Scraper’ ” (Int.) ! I got rid of the dubbs on my white
scraper cause they rubbed too much so i slapped on the 17! wit
vouges from my other scraper. 2004 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop
(Jan. 31) “What’s Your Area (in Regards to Hip-Hop)?” ! Basically just
smashed around with my boy and some other folx in his 77 nova
scraper (red, white top, red tints, spinners, man it’s clean). 2004
[ototpnoy4o8] @ Sacramento, Calif. Xanga.com (Mar. 17) (Int.) ! I
found out AK got locked up...at least that’s what DT told me...he got
caught ridin in his scraper guess and he didnt have his “L’s.” 2004
[Afgoutlaw510@yahoo.com] @ Fremont/Union City, Calif. Craigslist
(Nov. 6) “1988 Chrysler Dynasty !!!!SCRAPER!!!!!!!!!80k miles only—
$1500” (Int.) (title). 2004 Shaheem Reid MTVNews.com (Nov. 8)
“Hyphy: Crunk, Northern-California Style” (Int.) ! Minutes later, a vin-
tage Buick—or, as they call them in the Bay, a Scraper—pulls up and
all four doors pop open.

scrumtrelescent adj. excellent, fabulous, great. Also scrumtriles-
cent. Slang. [This word was popularized by the actor Will Ferrell
on the television show “Saturday Night Live” in a skit parodying
television presenter James Lipton, host of “Inside the Actor’s
Studio.”]
2001 Saturday Night Live (Apr. 7) “Inside the Actor’s Studio” (Int.)
! That show was delightful. No. No. It was brilliant. No, no, no, no.
There is no word to describe its perfection, so I am forced to make
one up. And I’m going to do so right now. Scrumtrilescent. 2003
Usenet: rec.music.phish (Nov. 13) “Re: Virgin Islands Question?” ! My
wife and i honeymooned there after getting married on the beach at
st. john. This was in mid-to-late May, and the weather was nothing
short of scrumtrelescent. 2004 Usenet: rec.sport.pro-wrestling
(Feb. 25) “Re: Victoria Is Skugly” ! She is not skugly, she’s Scrumtre-
lescent! 2004 Charles McGrath N.Y. Times (Dec. 31) “Gentlemen, Start
Your TV Sets” (Int.) ! In Act 2, the crew at West Coast Customs, a Los
Angeles shop, filmed sometimes at fast-forward speed, strips the vehi-
cle to bare metal and then renders it “scrumptulescent,” as Xzibit
would say.

seat of ease n. aboard a ship, a board overhanging water for defe-
cation or urination; a toilet.
1869 Richard W. Meade A Treatise on Naval Architecture and Ship-
Building (Philadelphia, Pa.), 2 ed., p. 467 (Int.) ! False Rail.—A rail
fayed down upon the upper side of the main or upper rail of the
head. It is to strengthen the head-rail, and forms the seat of ease at
the after end next to the bow. 1992 Patrick O’Brian The Truelove
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(May 1), p. 16 (July 1, 1993) ! Taking medicine meant swallowing
improbable quantities of calomel, sulphur, Turkey rhubarb (often
added to their own surgeon’s prescription) and spending the whole of
the next day on the seat of ease, gasping, straining, sweating, ruining
their lower alimentary tract. 2005 Patricia Smith Daily News (Jack-
sonville, N.C.) (May 23) “QAR Dive Produces Interesting Artifacts” (Int.)
! It’s a pissdale; it’s essentially a urinal.... Basically it’s just a tapered
lead tube that leads from the “seat of ease” as they called it out into
the water.

security theater n. highly visible but ineffective antiterrorism or
other protection and precaution measures. Police. Politics. A secu-
rity theater is also a geopolitical area of military operations (a
theater of operations) or a local area, such as in a company or
home, under protection and surveillance. This term was popular-
ized by, if not coined by, Bruce Schneier, a security expert.
2003 Tyler Hamilton Toronto Star (Can.) (Sept. 1) “Security-as-Theatre
Intrusive, Ineffective; Smoke and Mirrors Security Fails,” p. D4 ! Secu-
rity expert Bruce Schneier likes to call it “security theatre.” “Elected
government officials are concerned about re-election and need to be
seen by the public as doing something to improve security.” 2004
Spy Blog (U.K.) (Dec. 8) “Hammersmith Bus Station Metal Detector
Trial—More Ineffective ‘Security Theatre’?” (Int.) ! Refusal to go
through the detector seems to trigger a “you must have something to
hide” response, tempered by the usual “ethnic” and “yoof” issues,
which leads to a “normal stop and search” by the attendant Police
Officers (a rare sight, normally). Yesterday, there were reports of false
positives from mobile phones. Is this simply more security theatre?
2004 Seth David Schoen Vitanuova (Dec. 16) “In the Superior Court
of California, County of San Mateo” (Int.) ! Many aspects of aviation
security practice are still stupid and pointless, or, to be more polite
and precise, they are security theater.

segotia n. good friend, mate, buddy, pal. Also segocia, segosha.
Ireland. United Kingdom. [The historical information in the 2004
cite is plausible but unconfirmed.] The 1966 citation refers to the
name of a racehorse.
1966 Times (London, Eng.) (Jan. 7) “Grand National Entries,” p. 4
! Me Oul Segocia. 1992 Dick Walsh Irish Times (Dec. 5) “Politicians
Living in Terror of Real Change,” p. 10 ! It’s no longer the place where
safely returned deputies spend their days, cracking jokes with old
segocias before shuffling once more into the back benches for the
start of the new Dail. 1999 Kenneth Wright Herald (Glasgow, Scot-
land) (Apr. 21) “Doctor Ross! I Think We’re Losing You!” p. 36 ! After
tonight’s brush with the rules and regs...even his old segocia Carol
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won’t back him up this time. 2002 Jamie O’Neill At Swim, Two Boys
(Mar. 27) (Int.) ! “There was a day, Arthur, and you was pal o’ me
heart,” said he, “me fond segotia.” 2004 Diarmaid Ó Muirithe A Glos-
sary of Irish Slang (Mar. 4), p. 118 ! Me segotia, or me oul’ segotia are
phrases as Dublin as they come.... Mr. Paddy O’Neill...was right when
he glossed it as a Dublin Fusilier’s word. Me segotia, Mr. O’Neill
claimed, was originally said to children only, which is very important,
as it confirms his theory that it was a corruption of some phrase like
mon cher gosse, my dear child.

set it down v. to crash a motor-
cycle while riding it by dropping
from a vertical attitude into a
horizontal slide. Automotive.
1991 Usenet: alt.drugs (May 13)
“Driving Under the Influence” !

You are not only more likely to set
your bike down, but you are more
likely to die when you set it down than to just lose some skin.
2004 Greg Lewis OpinionEditorials.com (May 12) “Kerry Redux” (Int.)
! While he was out riding said $6K bike over the weekend, he, in
motorcycle parlance, set it down. Which is to say, he crashed it.

shack n. a direct hit on a target by a bomb or missile. Jargon. Mil-
itary. [Perhaps from the actual shacks—’rude cabins or huts’—used
in live-fire target practice.]
[1998 Russell Watson Newsweek (Feb. 16) “Battle Stations: Plans
Take Shape for an Air War on Iraq, But Success May Be Elusive,” p. 38
! Nearly all of them “hit the shack,” meaning they came within 20
feet of the targets.] 1999 Ross Roberts (United States Naval Institute:
Proceedings) (Apr. 1) “Desert Fox: The Third Night,” vol. 125, no. 4,
p. 36 ! I could see the bombs fly to the target on the FLIR...one sec-
ond.... Direct hit. “Shack!!!” I shouted over the radio. (That’s one
term we picked up from our Air Force friends.) 2001 Steve Vogel @
Aboard the USS Carl Vinson Washington Post (Oct. 29) “Over Afghani-
stan, Gantlets in the Sky,” p. A1 ! The operative on the ground
radioed confirmation: “That’s a shack,” slang for a direct hit. 2003
Dave Goldiner N.Y. Daily News (Jan. 16) “Doubts Before Bombing.” p. 7
! Schmidt: “Shack” [jargon for direct hit].

shearography n. a method of detecting surface defects using
lasers. Jargon. This is most common in the aerospace industries.
1986 Tom Drozda et al. Tool and Manufacturing Engineers Handbook
(Vol. 4: Quality Control and Assembly) (June 1), 4 ed., p. 340 ! In
shearography, the part being tested is illuminated by an expanding
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laser beam, and its image is taken with an image-shearing camera....
Two images are taken. One image is made of the part in the unde-
formed state, and a second image is made after deformation. The
processed film produces a fringe pattern that depicts the gradient of
the surface displacements due to the deformation. 1988 William B.
Scott Aviation Week & Space Technology (Dec. 5) “B-2 Bomber Devel-
opment New Design, Production Tools Will Play Key Role in B-2 Cost,”
vol. 129, no. 23, p. 18 ! Skin-to-core bonding problems can be
detected by the shearography technique through laser interferometry
techniques. 2005 Rosemarie Bernardo Star Bulletin (Honolulu,
Hawaii) (July 31) “Damien Grad Aids Effort to Fix Shuttle Tank Foam”
(Int.) ! In the second project, Davis and his team developed a tech-
nique called “shearography” to ensure that foam will not come off
the tank during launch and ascent. Shearography uses a laser to detect
defects.

sheisty adj. dishonest, shady, shifty, suspicious. Also shysty, shi-
esty. Derogatory. Slang. United States. [From shyster, a dishonest
person, esp. a lawyer.]
1993 Usenet: alt.rap (July 8) “Re: Pharcyde Show” ! The problem is
they let EVERYBODY in! I saw kids there where probably no more
than 16 years old. Once again, 7-Oasis does some shiesty shit. 1995
Usenet: rec.arts.comics.misc (Mar. 29) “why i quit collecting before i got
started. hhhrrmmpphh!” ! i’ll leave the actual collecting to shysty
business men who take advantage of everyone they can. [1999 Mark
Whicker Orange County Register (Calif.) (Mar. 7) “Holyfield Becomes
Champion Talker, Too,” p. C1 ! “Bean’s a shiesty fighter,” he said. Shi-
esty? “He didn’t know what he was doing. So how did I know what he
would do?”] 2000 Andrea Comer Hartford Courant (Conn.) (Apr. 2)
“Outsider’s View of Hip-Hop,” p. G3 ! Their travails, the baby-mama
drama, the “sheisty” record execs, the violence that comes closer than
most of us will ever experience, are all documented in “Westside.”
2003 Derek J. Moore Press Democrat (Santa Rosa, Calif.) (Mar. 4)
“Lance Salazar Series: Where Are They Now?” p. D8 ! Playing in pool
halls left him with the impression that most people are “shiesty” and
hard to trust. 2004 Curbed (NYC) (Aug. 20) “Curbed Readers Report”
(Int.) ! Regarding yesterday’s rant against an unsavory real estate bro-
ker, a savory broker emails, “It’s too bad that shiesty brokers like the
one in the FSBO story ruin the reputation for good, ethical brokers in
NYC.” 2005 Paul Light Ultrablog (Orange County, Calif.) (Jan. 18)
“Shiesty?” (Int.) ! I’ve seen several bloggers use the term in different
ways. In one case it seemed to mean “crappy,” which makes sense if
it’s from the German “sheisse” (shit), but otter peeps don’t use it like
that. “She got shiesty on me,” one blogger wrote, and in context it
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seemed to mean “weird” or possibly “suspicious.” Definitely not
“shitty.”

shelf shout n. the attention-grabbing aspects of a product’s
appearance. Advertising.
1991 Amanda Burnside Marketing (Jan. 31) “Marketing Services
Reports on the Creative Packaging Exhibition,” p. 25 ! The level of
interest expressed by the marketing world in the new exhibition is
indicative of packaging’s growing profile in the marketing mix. As
advertising revenues rise and the recession bites, so the need for a
point of difference, for competitive edge, for “shelf shout” has never
been greater. 2002 Graeme Kennedy New Zealand Business (Sept.)
“Special Printing, Packaging and Design Report,” p. 40 ! Graphic
design is vital for companies seeking “shelf-shout” for a new product
or a striking public face that will reflect the company’s quality and
integrity through a business card or letterhead.

shi-shi n. urine or urination. Also v., make shi-shi or go shi-shi
to urinate. Hawaii. Reduplicated shi, from the Japanese shiko
‘urine.’ Also imitative of the sound of streaming water.
1992 Usenet: soc.culture.japan (Nov. 17) “Re: Hayari Kotoba (Fad
Expressions)” ! In Hawaii there is a similar thing. When people (esp.
old women) have to go to the bathroom they will say “I gotta five-
four-four.” Say “5-4-4” in Japanese and it’s “go shi-shi.” 1995 Kath-
leen Tyau A Little Too Much Is Enough (July 1), p. 42 ! One day while
we were playing in the empty lot next to the sugar-cane fields, I saw
Bobby make shi-shi behind a boulder. 2002 Jocko Weyland The
Answer Is Never (Sept. 1), p. 224 ! In the cell next to mine, a husky
Samoan girl yelled abuse at the cops, demanding to be taken to the
hospital, then informing me she had to go shi-shi (piss). 2005
McAvoy Layne Bonanza (Incline Village, Nev.) (July 15) “Joe Rides with
Lance for a Day in France, or Not,” (Int.) ! Long about Silver City I
realized I had to “make shishi,” as they say in the Islands.

shit sheet n. a flyer, letter, or other document containing nega-
tive or false information about a politician or political organiza-
tion. Australia. Politics. Slang. This term appears to be specific to
Australia.
1995 Craig Cooper Portside Messenger (Adelaide, Australia) (May 24)
“Anger Over Anonymous Pamphlet’s ‘Libel’ of Councillors” ! Spence
described the pamphlet as a “shit sheet,” but said he was not hurt by
the comments it made about him. 1999 Janelle Miles @ Gold Coast,
Queensland (AAP Newsfeed) (Australia) (Feb. 8) ! I won’t say who
they are (but) they were distributing shit sheets amongst our members
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which said: “The AWU’s finished. Join us.” 2002 Kate Legge
Australian (June 22) “Sleepers, Awake!” ! There have been two
defamation actions, including one over a “shit sheet” of alleged indis-
cretions by Feeney’s rivals. 2004 Steve Lewis Australian (Sydney, Aus-
tralia) (Sept. 20) “Coalition Rolls Out Latham Bogeyman” (Int.) ! But
this was no ordinary anti-Green rant from the party of free
enterprise. In election parlance, Morrison’s four-page glossy is known
as a “shit sheet.”

shmen n. a (college or university) freshman. Also plural. Educa-
tion. This term is usually gender-neutral.
1985 William Safire N.Y. Times Mag. (Sept. 22) “T’sup on Campus,”
p. 14 ! Let us assume that “wench” is a current sexist way of making
a masculine or neuter noun apply to women. We can hypothesize that
“shwench” is a feminine form of “shmen.” From this breakthrough,
we can then ask: What word used frequently by sophomores has
“shmen” as its last syllable? 1987 Orange County Register (Calif.)
(Nov. 26) “Sports People,” p. C2 ! His best wide receiver was out for
the season after injuring a shmen, a sophomore and a converted quar-
terback to run the deep routes. 2004 Megan Peck The Dartmouth
(Hanover, Conn.) (Sept. 10) “Storied Dartmouth Traditions Stand Test
of Time” (Int.) ! The College now officially calls all new students
“first-years” in order to be more inclusive and politically correct.
However, the unique Dartmouth slang “shmen,” which describes all
new students, is still part of the common Dartmouth student’s lexi-
con.

shoot a fair one v. phr. to have a weaponless physical fight
between two people. Slang. Fair one, meaning ‘a fight,’ dates to
at least as early as 1958.
[1994 Gang Starr Hard to Earn (Mar. 8) “Suckas Need Bodyguards” !

At Madison Square I shot a fair one/so many niggaz knew me that the
kid wouldn’t dare run.] 1998 Juan Azize (Aug. 20) in Things Get Hec-
tic Geoffrey Canada, p. 23 ! There was this time, last year, when my
boy Duzer was supposed to shoot a fair one with another kid in
school, so my little crew got together to keep it a fair fight. 1999
Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (June 22) “Bitch Moves...” ! Niggas that
NEVER wanna shoot the fair one. Always got an excuse though,
“Nah, I dont do that one on one shit no more, I dont got time.”
Whats so scary about a head-up fight? 2000 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop
(Dec. 28) “Re: What Ever Happened to Gangs?” ! I always preferred to
shoot the fair one ’cause I knew I’d win, but I didn’t blame any kid
that couldn’t fight and said “Fuck that, I’m just gonna shoot your
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ass,” ’cause if I was a dude that couldn’t fight I probably would be like
that too. 2004 Caroline McGill A Dollar Outta Fifteen Cent (Nov. 14),
p. 252 ! Portia set it off on Michelle, the one who was fucking
Wayne, and Simone backed her friends down with the gun so they
could shoot a fair one. 2005 Andrew Wolfe Nashua Telegraph (N.H.)
(Apr. 19) “Man Charged in Murder” (Int.) ! The woman said Davis
offered to fight Pineda man to man, using a slang term “shoot the
fair,” after their first scuffle, but Pineda declined.

short eats n.pl. small snacks, especially meat or vegetable pastries,
eaten in variety in a fashion similar to dim sum or tapas. Food &
Drink. Sri Lanka. While this term is most common in Sri Lanka, it
is also used in southern India and other parts of Asia. It dates back
at least to the 1960s.
1986 Patricia Stamp, Stephen Katz Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.)
(Apr. 23) “It ’s Lush Eating in Sri Lanka,” p. E1 ! Order “short eats,” a
lovely collective noun for various snacks, such as small patties, spring
rolls, samosas, fritters, and small desserts of spiced flours, coconut
and cashew nuts. 1993 Usenet: rec.travel (Sept. 28) “Sri Lanka Travel-
ogue 1993” ! Go into a “short-eats” shop, and talk to people there!
1998 The Hindu (Sept. 21) “Fragrance and Food” ! The small, attrac-
tive vegetarian pantry at the entrance serves south Indian short eats
like idlis, vadas and different varieties of dosas. 2001 Robert Brad-
nock Footprint Sri Lanka Handbook (Apr. 1), 3 ed., p. 341 ! “Short
eats” a selection of meat and vegetable snacks (in pastry or crumbled
and fried) charged as eaten. 2005 Wasantha Ramanayake Daily News
(Sri Lanka) (Mar. 3) “Intruding Cop Busts Shorteat Vendor’s Ears for
Saying ‘Hello’ ” (Int.) ! The Supreme Court decided to hold a full
inquiry into the alleged Police assault on a “shorteats” vendor, who
had been found fault for saying “hello” to a Police Sergeant lingering
in the vendor’s compound in the wee hours.

shoulder peak n. a period that precedes or follows regular peaks
of heavy use or service, such as in television viewing or electric-
ity consumption. Also shoulder. Jargon. Media. Television.
1976 Herald-Times-Reporter (Manitowoc/Two Rivers, Wisc.) (Feb. 27)
“Electricity Rates Must Be Stabilized” ! Different rates would be
charged electric power users during “super peak hours,” “shoulder
peak hours,” and “off peak hours.” 1991 Ian Tinker Media Week (20)
(June 28) “Vimto Expands into Holiday Market” ! Shoulder peak/early
peak—returning from the day out and preparing to go out for the
evening. This segment also covers the popular soaps. 1999 Guardian
(U.K.) (July 12) “Was It Worth It?” p. 6 ! With better forward-
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planning and more experimentation, those early successes can per-
haps be consolidated with a wider range of programmes into “shoul-
der peak” as 11 o’clock is now fashionably known. 2004 Oliver
Bennet Independent (U.K.) (June 28) “Never Judge a Book by Its Club-
bers” (Int.) ! The show aired at 5pm on a Wednesday, a daytime slot
called “shoulder peak” in TV jargon.

shrimp v. to suck (toes). Sexuality.
1998 Usenet: alt.showbiz.gossip (Feb. 1) “Re: Monica’s a Psycho?”
! No, she did not shrimp my toes.... 2002 Usenet: alt.discordia
(May 1) “My Date with Eris” ! My offer to shrimp her toes was turned
down on the grounds that one either knew how to lick webbing or
one didn’t, and she wasn’t going to teach me on the first date. 2004
Richard Ben Cramer How Israel Lost (May 4) (Int.) in MSNBC (June 16,
2004) “Should Israel Leave the West Bank?” ! Even the quieter
monied Jews of Wall Street look like homeless next to Bush’s pals in
the oil bidness—pals who would just as soon see Israel go away so
they could more comfortably shrimp the toes of the Arabs.

shut in n. in the petroleum industry, a production cap set lower
than the available output (of an oil producing site). Also attrib., v.
Jargon.
1887 N.Y. Times (Nov. 2) “A Big Deal in Oil” (in Pittsburg, Pa.), p. 3
! The most important deal ever consummated in the history of the
oil business was brought to a head at a late hour last night.... The
great shut-down movement was completed in every detail, and the
shut-down or shut-in will go into effect to-day. 1899 L.A. Times (July
24) “In the Oil Fields,” p. 10 ! No. 16 flowed 10,000 barrels, which
went to waste, before it could be “shut in.” 1978 Thomas Kennedy
Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (Mar. 1) “Oil Supply Held Precarious,
Gas Reserves Just Adequate,” p. B1 ! About 300,000 barrels a day of
wellhead capacity, representing about 70 per cent of Western Canada’s
potential production, is shut in. 2004 Stewart Yerton Times-Picayune
(Baton Rouge, La.) (Sept. 21) “Dozens of Gulf Oil Platforms Idle” (Int.)
! Oil and gas producers moved workers from offshore rigs and plat-
forms located throughout the central and eastern Gulf. This caused a
hiatus in production, known as a “shut-in” in industry parlance.

shutter man n. in South Korea, a man who makes less money than
his wife. South Korea. [So-called because the husband’s only
responsibility is said to be the raising and lowering of the shut-
ters of his wife’s shop.]
2004 Antti Leppänen Hunjangûi karûch’im (S. Korea) (May 7) “(Social
Categories) Paeksu Thoughts” (Int.) ! One of the funniest versions of
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paeksu husbands are the so-called shutter men ( ), men who only
need to raise and lower the shutter of the shop of their wives. 2005
Shannon Turk @ S. Korea Hey, I’m in Korea (Chicago) (Feb. 4) “Korean
Is a Language” (Int.) ! When a guy is married to a woman who makes
more money than him, he is called a “Shutter Man” because all he has
to do in the relationship is close the shutter, or rolling metal door, to
the shop. This is equivalent to the american slang “Sugar
Momma”...ha ha.

silo other attributively silo and as an adjective siloed, kept sepa-
rate from similar items, especially in the case of funds, a budget
line item, a department, etc.; noun, something that is kept sepa-
rate or compartmentalized; v., to keep separate, to STOVE PIPE. Busi-
ness. Jargon. Money & Finance.
1989 Keki R. Bhote National Productivity Review (Sept. 22) “Motorola’s
Long March to the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award,” p. 365
! Integrating related functions to break down artificial department
walls and overcome the “vertical silo” syndrome. 1993 John H. Sheri-
dan Industry Week (Oct. 4) “A New Breed of M.B.A.,” p. 11 ! Part of
the problem, critics contend, is that B-schools have suffered from a
variation of the “functional-silo syndrome” that has hindered many
companies’ ability to quickly develop integrated responses to change.
1996 Laura Liebeck @ Troy, Mich. Discount Store News (Aug. 19)
“Kmart Stakes Future on Team Buying,” p. 1 ! The traditional “silo”
approach to buying merchandise at Kmart is being dismantled,
replaced by a team-buying concept. 2000 Managed Medicare & Med-
icaid (Feb. 21) “Medicare, Medicaid Rx Cost Survival Tied to Keeping
Eye on FDA Pipeline,” vol. 6, no. 7 ! Come budget time, however,
HMO managers and executives may not feel that way as they tend to
“silo budget,” set a drug budget in isolation of a medical budget, for
example. 2000 Barry Holman, Michael Brostek (Congressional Testi-
mony by Federal Document Clearing House) (Mar. 9) “Civilian Person-
nel Readiness” ! Structures and work arrangements must be
fashioned to avoid “stovepiping” (or “siloing”) and draw upon the
strengths of the various organizational components. 2003 Eric
Chabrow FSI (Mar. 4) “State CIOs Losing Faith in Bush Administration
Promises” (Int.) ! Gerry Washington told conference attendees that
federal grants to pay for a health-alert network prevent its use by
public-safety authorities, which requires the states to build a duplicate
network, wasting taxes. “That’s a real problem,” Washington said.
“We’ve got to get out of the silo-funding mode.” 2003 Usenet:
talk.politics.medicine (Apr. 28) “Re: Universal Health Care for Iraq But
Not for the USA?” ! Under a managed care concept the incentives for
comprehensive and continuous care override silo budget approaches
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common in Medicare and Medicaid systems. 2004 Nottingham Eve-
ning Post (U.K.) (Mar. 4) “Faith, Hope—No Charity Handouts” ! But
they don’t just dole out money and tell communities where to spend
it. “That’s what you call silo funding—pour money in at the top and
let it just come out at the bottom.” 2004 Richard S. Whitt Federal
Communications Law Journal (May 1) “A Horizontal Leap Forward: For-
mulating a New Communications Public Policy Framework Based on
the Network Layers Model,” vol. 56, no. 3, p. 587 ! The Telecommu-
nications Act of 1996, while largely sticking to the legacy regulatory
“silo” regime, took a small step towards the horizontally layered engi-
neering world in several respects. 2004 LGCnet (U.K.) (July 29) “Com-
ment—Grip on Purse Strings Starts to Slip” ! There is still conflict
between the aim of a joined up approach to children’s services, and
silo funding of schools. 2005 AME Info FN (Jan. 23) “Integration and
the Customer Data Hub” (Int.) ! This information is not—and often
simply cannot be—shared across the company, so it is referred to as
the “silo” approach. 2005 Madan Sheina ComputerWire News
(Feb. 11) “CXO Dashboard Breaks Siloed Approach to Risk Manage-
ment” ! Risk management software firm CXO Systems Inc. has
launched a new executive dashboard system that it claims will break
traditional “siloed” approaches to risk management.

singjay n. a reggae performer who disc-jockeys and sings. Enter-
tainment. Jamaica. Music. [singer + dee-jay]
1984 Richard Harrington Washington Post (May 18) “The Startling
Eek-a-Mouse,” p. 44 ! He’s a prime practitioner of a reggae style that’s
come to be known as “sing-jay,” combining toasting (Jamaican-style
rap) and singing in an elastic scat format that encourages a lot of
rhythmically compelling and texturally impressive vocal embellish-
ments. 1998 Usenet: rec.music.reggae (Mar. 17) “Re: Peter Metro”
! Good early 80’s DJ stylee album, a little sing-jay style i would say,
check his sweet version on the rougher yet riddim. 2003 Shanel
Odum Vibe Online (Sept. 2) “Don’t Sleep on the Bedroom Brits” (Int.)
! I like to speak on music—I’m a sing jay. I’m playing with the
freestyle thing right now. 2003 Lady English New Times Broward-Palm
Beach (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.) (Dec. 11) “Field Marshall” (Int.) ! Wayne
Marshall is known in Jamaica as a singjay. The term comes from his
ability to croon and DJ on a single track. 2004 Dave Stelfox Indepen-
dent (U.K.) (Sept. 21) “Queens of Dancehall” (Int.) ! On songs such as
“Turn the Other Cheek” and “What a Day” her “sing-jay” style—a
blend of bouncy chatting and silken, soulful melody—proves the per-
fect vehicle for social commentary.
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sitzprobe n. a first, rough rehearsal of an opera with singers and
musicians, but without acting, scenery, or costumes. Entertain-
ment. German. Music. [German for ‘seated test’ or ‘sitting trial.’]
1966 Reinhard Gerlach Archiv für Musikwissenschaft “Richard Strauss:
Prinzipien seiner Kompositionstechnik (mit einem Brief von Strauss),”
p. 287 ! Eine Separatorchesterprobe, eine Sitzprobe, eine Arrangir-
probe mit Klavier, 3 Gesammtproben! 1988 Sydney Morning Herald
(Australia) (May 19) “Half a Mo Won’t Do for the Colonel,” p. 18 ! I
looked at the schedule and said, “What’s a sitzprobe?” And they said,
“Don’t you know? Oh dear, you are ignorant.” It’s a German word
which means sitting down and singing with the orchestra. First band-
call, I would have called it. 2005 Jesse Green N.Y. Times (Feb. 27)
“No Greasepaint, Just the Roar of the Cast” (Int.) ! The sitzprobe—
the German word originally came into musical theater from the world
of opera and literally means “sitting trial”—is actually the rehearsal at
which cast and musicians assemble to play through a score for the
first time and hear the combined results of their separate endeavors.

skidiot n. an unsophisticated or unskilled self-styled black-hat
hacker or cracker who uses computer- and network-intrusion
software made by others; a script kiddie. Also skiddiot. Technol-
ogy. [script kiddie + idiot]
2001 Usenet: rec.games.mame (Feb. 25) “Re: What’s the Name of This
Game?” ! I unreservedly apologise for even trying to engage this
“Skidiot” in even the simplest *reasoning process.* 2003 [method]
Zeropaid (May 18) “Safest p2p Program” (Int.) ! The reason BayTSP
can get on KaZaA is because there’s a few skiddiot projects already
out there for the FastTrack protocol. 2004 [Alistair Tonner
Alistair@nerdnet.ca] Netfilter mail list (Apr. 18) “TARPIT Question (More
Info)” (Int.) ! You could TARPIT them there, thus managing to mini-
mize the use of resources on your box, whilst frustrating the scan-
ner/skiddiot/twit on the other end.

skull v. in golf, to hit a ball too low and too far, usually the result
of striking it above its center. Sports.
1950 Charles Curtis L.A. Times (Jan. 15) “Smiley Quick, Marty Furgol
Fire 69s to Tie with Snead,” p. 36 ! Howard (Curley) Schmidt...holed
out a 6-iron for an eagle 3 at the 18th today. He admitted he had
skulled a couple of woods before hitting that one. 1977 Dave Kindred
Washington Post (Aug. 13) “Pebble Beach Gives Swift Kick to Fragile
Dream,” p. C1 ! Kelly Childs hit his tee shot out of bounds. Later, he
hit into a trap and skulled his escape across the green. 2001 Bob
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Rotella Putting Out of Your Mind (June 5), p. 159 ! Many amateurs, I
know, worry about skulling or chili-dipping their short shots, particu-
larly from tight lies. 2004 Jeff Potrykus Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
(Wisc.) (Nov. 11) “Kicking It Up a Notch” (Int.) ! In golf parlance,
Allen “skulled” both efforts. His right foot hit the ground several
inches before the target and he basically hit the top of the ball.

skunk eye n. a facial expression of distrust or dislike; STINK EYE.
This term seems to have been popularized by American talk show
host David Letterman. It is often used with the definite article:
the skunk eye.
1994 Frazier Moore Salt Lake Tribune (Utah) (Nov. 19) “Letterman
Heads for Prime Time in First CBS Special,” p. C7 ! “I came very
close,” says Dave [Letterman], flashing a skunk-eye in the direction of
CBS headquarters. 1996 Usenet: alt.fan.letterman (Jan. 14) “Re: Skunk
Eye” ! “Could someone please be so kind as to explain exactly what a
skunk eye is?” “It’s kind of an exaggerated, disapproving wink that
implies ‘I’m skeptical.’ ” 2000 John Limon Stand-Up Comedy in The-
ory, Or, Abjection in America (Nov. 1), p. 70 ! [David Letterman] is
also oddly physical: he does facial shtick (the old skunk eye, for
example); he plays with his suit; he imposes his body even as far as
the camera. 2005 Rodney Rothman Early Bird (Apr. 26), p. 193 ! The
strippers give you the skunk eye because they think you brought the
pervert.

sleeve v. to decorate an arm with tattoos. Fashion. [Directly related
to a sleeve tattoo, which covers the same arm surface a shirt sleeve
might.]
1992 Tom Berg Orange County Register (Calif.) (Nov. 26) “Tattoos Are
No Longer Just for Bikers and Felons as They Become a Fashion Acces-
sory,” p. O15 ! Aficionados prefer murals. They’ll get “sleeved”—an
entire arm’s length of tattoos—or go for a chest panel or backpiece.
1995 Usenet: rec.arts.bodyart (Mar. 15) “Re: Return of ‘Thematic Tat-
toos’ ” ! I’m also thinking about sleeving in an oriental style. 2002
Usenet: alt.gothic.fashion (May 19) “Tattoos for Women Magazine, Help
:)” ! I am completely sleeved and my back is totally done now. 2004
[misterbeanz (Jay)] Jay’s Journal (Oct. 31) “A Selfish Weekend Without
Bria: Time with the Groove Fam” (Int.) ! I used to know a Kiwi tattoo
artist back when I was getting sleeved.

slob n. a derogatory name for members of the Bloods gang, usu-
ally used by members of the Crips. Crime & Prisons. Derogatory.
Slang. United States.
1993 Usenet: alt.rap (Dec. 3) “Heard the 5deuce Mob?” ! Theyz the
hardest Bay Area shit ta ever come out, bar none. Although I only

skunk eye

316



heard a few songs (East Side Red Rag, Fuck a Slob, Gang Related),
theyz the shit.... They’re shit iz on the Bloods&Crips tip. 1997
Usenet: rec.games.video.sega (Feb. 21) “Re: Street Fighter 3 to be a
Saturn EXCLUSIVE!!!” ! You’re a fucking Slob!!! BK for life
motherfucker! This is a crazy CRIPS WORLD!!! 2004 John Steven-
son Herald-Sun (Durham, N.C.) (June 18) “Terrorized Witnesses Worry
DAs” (Int.) ! “Slob” is a derogatory street term for Bloods members.

slow elk n. stolen cattle butchered for food. Animals. Food & Drink.
1931 Paul Jensen American Speech (Dec.) “Desert Rats’ Word-List
from Eastern Idaho,” vol. 7, no. 2, p. 120 ! A slow elk is the cattle
rustler’s (cattle thief ’s) term for a calf. 1938-39 LOTJ “Cow Punchers’
Slang and Jargon” (in Utah, Tex., Ore., S.D., Colo., Ariz., Mont.), p. 17
! Slow elk. Beef butchered without owners’ consent. 1943 William
MacLeod Raine Chicago Daily Tribune (Nov. 14) “Courage Stout,” p. 22
! Some were homesteaders, decent enough citizens, even if they
might at times under the pressure of hunger eat slow elk. That’s what
they called rustled beef. 1979 A.A. Dornfeld @ Ill. Chicago Tribune
(May 20) “Tow and Tell with Capt. Pete,” p. 41 ! Someone else men-
tioned an unprincipled captain back in the lean ’30s who was said to
have sent a task force armed with shotguns ashore at rural stretches
on dark nights to hunt “slow elk.” If successful, the men returned
bowed under the weight of beef steaks and roasts. 1989 Edward
Hoagland N.Y. Times (May 7) “Edward Abbey: Standing Tough in the
Desert,” p. 7-44 ! The potluck stew was from two “slow elk,” as he
liked to call beef cattle poached from particularly greedy entrepre-
neurs on the public’s wildlands.

slump buster n. an unattractive woman sought by a man for sex-
ual relations in order to improve his sports-playing abilities or his
involuntarily inactive sex life. Offensive. Sexuality. Slang. Sports.
[This is a very specific sense of the more general slump buster
‘something perceived to stop a losing streak, improve sports per-
formance, or to increase sexual activity.’ This sense’s recent pop-
ularity stems from a 1998 interview on Jim Rome’s syndicated
sports talk show with Mark Grace, former first baseman for the
Chicago Cubs, although the term is older than that.]
1994 Usenet: rec.sport.football.college (July 11) “A Midsummer’s
Night’s Dream” ! I tried to be cordial to her and tell her that I’m sure
she was mistaken...was she one that I may have spent some “quality’
time with after 2 six-paks during a spring break trip of long ago?
Maybe...she was what we used to call a slump-buster? 1998 Usenet:
alt.fan.jim-rome (July 12) “Re: Get Ready for a Beating” ! Are you a
slump-buster? Anyone jump on a grenade for the boys, with you
lately? 2001 Robert Lipsyte N.Y. Times (Oct. 7) “Spoiled Athletes Have
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Syndrome All Their Own,” p. 15 ! Their husbands entertain us with
their games and themselves with their “slump-buster” groupies. 2003
Dan Mcgraw Hamilton Spectator (Ontario, Can.) (Aug. 7) “All in the
Game,” p. B1 ! Arizona Diamondbacks first baseman Mark Grace
commented a few years ago on Jim Rome’s sports radio show about
the concept of the “slump buster.” When a batter is going through a
hitting slump, Grace said the player must find an ugly (and preferably
fat) woman. Sleep with her, toss her aside and, voilà, the slump is
over. It’s called “diving on a live grenade,” Grace joked. 2005 Mau-
reen Dowd International Herald Tribune (Feb. 21) “Back to Beauty and
the Beast” (Int.) ! “God, I’m 0-for-20. I’m going to get the ugliest girl
I can find and have sex with her.”...Many of his fellow athletes did
seek out “slump busters.”...“It could mean the woman was big, or
ugly, or a combination of both,” Canseco explains.

smearing n. a climbing technique in which the soles of the shoes
are used flat against the surface being climbed. Sports.
1984 David Wilck @ Moose, Wyo. Christian Science Monitor (Aug. 29)
“Facing Down Fears and Scaling Peaks in the Grand Tetons,” p. 19
! Bridwell demonstrates the two types of foot holds: smearing, in
which the foot is flat to the rock, and edging, where the boot is used
to wedge into the rock. 1984 Jennifer Meadows Dallas Morning News
(Tex.) (Nov. 2) “Novice Discovers the Pain, Pleasure and Danger of
Rock Climbing in Nearby Wichita Mountains,” p. 20B ! The trick, Sut-
ton explained, to climbing a friction slab, is a motion called “smear-
ing.”...With his rump high in the air so that his weight is distributed
evenly over the smear spots, the climber spider-walks up the surface.
1990 Climbing Magazine (Feb.-Mar.) “DNB: Direct North Buttress,
Middle Cathedral Rock, Yosemite Valley” in Usenet: rec.climbing (Oct.
2, 1992) Tim Schneider “The DNB” ! The most exciting sections entail
steep edging and smearing, plus a knack for finding the easiest line.
2005 News & Star (Carlisle, Eng.) (Apr. 2) “My Rocky Horror Show”
(Int.) ! To make progress you have to use a technique called smear-
ing, where you push your foot into the rock and lever yourself up for
a handhold.

smile n. a line, graphed on a parabolic or bowl-shaped curve, that
represents a risk or return relationship in investment markets.
Money & Finance.
*1999 Gary L. Gastineau, Mark P. Kritzman Dictionary of Financial Risk
Management (Int.) in IFCI Risk Institute “Glossary” ! A reference to
the common shape of a graph of at- or out-of-the-money put and call
implied volatilities for options with a common expiration date. The
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name comes from the fact that the furthest out of the money options
generally have the highest implied volatilities, causing the ends of the
graph to turn up. 2003 Jean-Philippe Bouchaud, Marc Potters Theory
of Financial Risk and Derivative Pricing (Dec. 11), p. 70 ! This has
direct consequences for the dynamics of the volatility smile observed
on option markets. *2004 riskglossary.com “Volatility Skew” (Int.)
! Either the term “volatility smile” or “volatility skew” (or simply
skew) may be used to refer to the general phenomena of volatilities
varying by strike. Indeed, you may even hear of “volatility smirks” or
“volatility sneers,” but such names are often as much whimsical as
they are descriptive of any particular volatility pattern. 2004 Aus-
tralian Financial Review (May 28) “How to Go Bust in a State of Bliss”
(Int.) ! Hardly a line of David’s trading argot will be intelligible to
ordinary mortals, being riddled with references to gamma smiles.

smirting n. using smoking as a pretense to flirt. [smoking+ flirt-
ing] This word has signs of being factitious: the first appearance
of the word so far found is in a press release, and nearly all uses
of the word found anywhere in print talk about the word as a phe-
nomenon in itself, whereas a naturally occurring and propagated
word would more often be used without explanation.
2003 (PR Newswire) (Dec. 3) “Euro RSCG Unveils 15 Global Pop Cul-
ture Sightings in a Time of Unease, a Planetwide Outbreak of Pleasure
Seeking” (in NYC) ! From flash picnics to psychedelic mushrooms,
raunchy fashion to “smirting” (smoking and flirting) on sidewalks, we
see the quest for personal pleasure moving toward the extremes,
where the fun and feeling are most intense, raw, and authentic. 2005
Rachel Tiffen New Zealand Herald (July 3) “Smoke Laws Fan Flames of
Passion” (Int.) ! Indulged in a bit of smirting lately? Yes, that’s right,
smirting. It’s the new phenomenon of smokers ducking outside the
pub or workplace and engaging in a bit of good old-fashioned flirting.

smitty n. a type of automobile muffler known for its (powerful or
resonant) sound. Automotive. United States. [Probably from the
“Smithy” muffler brand.]
1965 Daily Northwestern (Oshkosh, Wisc.) (May 11) (in classifieds)
! For Sale. Smitty muffler, $2. 1998 Usenet: rec.autos.rod-n-custom
(Jan. 8) “Re: Soup Up Ideas for All” ! I particularly like the sound of a
$15 glasspack! You really don’t get to hear them very often anymore.
It would be different. But as long as we’ve got a period theme going,
why not some “smitty’s”? 1999 Usenet: rec.outdoors.rv-travel (Apr. 3)
“Re: Banks Exhaust Systems” ! My preferred method of quieting an
engine is to use a short “turbo” type muffler just behind the engine.
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This is followed by a crossover pipe connecting the two banks
together and then a “smitty” to bring the remaining tone down.
2004 Mark Davis Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Ga.) (June 24) “Hey,
Daddy-O, Dig Those Terms” (Int.) ! A smitty, he e-mailed, was a “par-
ticularly loud, virtually straight-through muffler used by many hot
rodders.”

smoker’s face n. a physiognomy deteriorated by habitual tobacco
smoking. Health. Medical. Slang. [Coined by Dr. Douglas Model.]
1985 Robert Glass (AP) (Dec. 20) “Doctor Says Cigarettes Can Cause
‘Smoker’s Face’ ” ! Cigarette smoking can lead to “smoker’s face,” a
wrinkled, weary, haggard look. 1996 Jane E. Brody N.Y. Times
(June 19) “Smoker’s Face: Another Reason to Quit the Habit,” p. C9
! Her face was etched with wrinkles, her features gaunt-looking with
prominent underlying bones and her skin shriveled and gray with
purplish blotches. Diagnosis: smoker’s face. 2004 Business Times
(Singapore) (May 15) “Eat Your Way to Healthier Skin” (Int.) ! The
term “smoker’s face” was coined in the mid-80s, when studies showed
that smokers tend to have similar facial characteristics: Prominent
lines and wrinkles from the corners of the eyes (“crow’s feet”);
sunken cheeks; wrinkle lines perpendicular to the lips; drawn, taut
skin that has lost its elasticity; a mottled, slightly reddened, orange
and purple complexion or a grey, unnatural pallor.

smoke (someone) up v. phr. to share marijuana as a friendly ges-
ture; to enable someone to get high. Drugs. Constructed similarly
as to chat (someone) up ‘to flirt (with someone); to make a roman-
tic or sexual play (for someone),’ though the latter term is not
common in North America.
1993 Usenet: alt.drugs (Feb. 14) “Re: Hash” ! There was lots of hash
around, more or less for free. No one would *sell* us any, but they
just loved to smoke us up and send us on our ways with a gram or
three in our pockets. 1994 Usenet: rec.music.gdead (Jan. 18) “Buck-
eye/1st Show” ! some dude smoked me up and invited me to his van
later to party, i dosed real hard. 2004 [phoxylady] Cannabis.com
(May 8) “Are There Many Girls Who Smoke Pot?” (Int.) ! im a girl and
i smoke, but the best thing about is that its always with my guy
friends and they always smoke me up with whatever (weed, salvia,
etc.) for free! 2005 [MC Chris] Slashdot (Mar. 22) “MC Chris Answers
Your Questions” (Int.) ! I smoke too much weed which is bad for my
vocal chords. but after every show kids try to smoke me up. Any blue
blooded stoner would love this charity.
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smurfing n. the making of a series of small transactions to escape
the regulatory notice a single larger transaction might attract.
Crime & Prisons. Drugs. Money & Finance. United States.
1985 Business Week (NYC) (March 18) “Money Laundering—Who’s
Involved, How It Works, and Where It ’s Spreading,” p. 74 ! To be more
efficient, smurfs target areas where several banks are close to each
other and, like most people, they avoid busy banks. “There is very
little smurfing in New York City,” says Charles Saphos, an Assistant
U.S. Attorney in Florida, “because the lines are too long.” 1992 Tom
Rouillard Herald (Rock Hill, S.C.) (Oct. 23) “Nightclub Owner Faces 32
Counts of Dodging IRS” ! Quinn said investigators call “hopping from
bank to bank” with cash amounts just under the $10,000 limit
“smurfing,” after the children’s cartoon in which little blue characters
hop around. 1994 Michael Grunwald Boston Globe (Mass.) (Oct. 13)
“Former Representative Fined for Funds Scheme,” p. 55 ! By splitting
up the transaction—also known as “structuring” or “smurfing”—
Marotta evaded regulations requiring banks to file currency transac-
tion reports for withdrawals over $10,000. 1998 Kevin McDermott @
Springfield, Ill. St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Mo.) (Jan. 7) “Illinois Finds
Record Number of Labs in ’97” p. A1 ! Missourians had been caught
in Illinois on several occasions “smurfing”—that is, buying anhydrous
ammonia, iodine crystals, ether and other ingredients from various
sources, far from their labs, to avoid raising suspicion. 2004 Jamie
Fetty Tribune-Star (Terre Haute, Ind.) (July 29) “Two Men Arraigned in
Indy After Allegedly Selling Cold Pills” (Int.) ! Sometimes meth cooks
can get around these regulations by what McClintock referred to as
“smurfing,” stopping from one store to another to pick up one or two
packages until they have enough to work with.

snag n. in firefighting, a standing dead or burned tree. Firefighting.
[This is directly related to two older senses: ‘a branch stump on
a trunk’ and ‘a dead tree or branch, in the bottom of a body of
water, that interferes with navigation or recreation.’]
1987 Seattle Times (Wash.) (May 17) “Forest-Fire Death Spurs State
Review” (in Spokane), p. B5 ! Cash L. Hopkins, 25, an inmate from
the Indian Ridge Corrections Center in Snohomish County, was killed
Aug. 18 at the Ace Creek fire when a burning snag fell on him. 2000
Oregonian (Aug. 18) “Forest Fire Fighters,” p. A2 ! Marty Vanausdol
cuts down a burned tree—a snag in fire crew parlance—to clear a
safe path along a fire line in West Yellowstone, Mont. 2004 Eric Bai-
ley @ Sacramento, Calif. L.A. Times (Oct. 5) “Firefighter Crushed to
Death as Part of Tree Topples” (Int.) ! A few other team members
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approached a tree known in forestry parlance as a “snag”—dead or
dying timber that poses a threat of falling.

snakebite v. to bring (someone) bad luck; to ruin or spoil (a shot,
a deal, a game, etc.); n. bad luck; unluckiness; a curse. Sports.
The adjectival forms, snakebitten and snakebit unlucky or cursed,
are common.
1962 Ralph Bernstein @ Philadelphia Gettysburg Times (Pa.) (Nov. 9)
“Pitt Picked to Lose, Yale to Take Penn” ! Temple over Toledo—Hard
luck Owls shake the snakebite. 1968 Charles E. Taylor @ Boca Raton,
Fla. Chronicle-Telegram (Elyria, Ohio) (Jan. 13) “Raiders Respect Green
Bay Legend,” p. 20 ! Even Vince Lombardi—who many say puts the
mental snakebite on opponents by being the Green Bay coach—isn’t
convinced. 1982 Randy Minkoff @ Chicago (UPI) (June 22) “Deals
Still Possible After Trade Deadline” ! He just smiled and recalled that
if you snakebite somebody’s waiver deal at one time, the time may
come when you will want someone and another team will snakebite
you. 1984 Edmund Lawler @ Chicago (AP) (Sept. 12) ! Eckersley’s
latest bout with snakebite was Tuesday when he limited the Philadel-
phia Phillies to two runs on five hits. He struck out nine hitters in the
eight innings he worked, but it wasn’t good enough for his ninth win.
1988 Pohla Smith @ Pittsburgh, Pa. (UPI) (Apr. 4) ! Philadelphia
stranded 11 baserunners, giving them a total of 28 left on base in
three games. “Home runs continue to snake bite us,” said Manager
Lee Eli. 2001 Jeff Barnard San Diego Union-Tribune (Calif.) (Jan. 29)
“Criminal Past Returns to Haunt Sickly Ex-Con, 70, After 27 Years; Cali-
fornia Wants Him to Finish Term,” p. A3 ! Though his two accomplices
have long since been paroled, and a past Oregon governor decided
Burns was rehabilitated, California wants Burns to serve out the rest
of his life sentence for the 1963 slaying of an officer after a bank rob-
bery. “After 27 years, I couldn’t believe California would snake-bite
me again,” Burns said.

snooker clause n. an (undebated) provision or rider covertly
attached to legislation, or such legislation itself. Also snooker bill.
Politics. United States. [From snooker ‘to place in an impossible
position; to stymie,’ from tactics used in the billiards-like sport
of the same name.]
1975 Francis X. Clines N.Y. Times (Feb. 18) “Judgeship Battle at Hand
for Albany Democrats,” p. 21 ! This is a “snooker” clause—Albany
parlance for a deceitful contrivance—according to Assemblymen
Edward H. Lehner of Manhattant and G. Oliver Koppell of the Bronx.
1996 (PR Newswire) (Mar. 5) “Support of Veto Override Is a Matter of
Principle” (in Tallahassee, Fla.) ! Widely known as the “snooker bill,”
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the law was snuck past legislators in the closing hours of the 1994
session. 2004 N.Y. Times (Nov. 24) “Snookering the Taxpayers,” p. A22
(Int.) ! It is called a “snooker clause” in legislative parlance—a last-
minute insert into a dense and hurried midnight bill.

snotty n. a glass pipe used for smoking marijuana. Drugs.
1995 Usenet: alt.hemp (Jan. 5) “Re: How Do U Smoke Pot?” ! Any-
one who smokes pot knows the many advantages to smoking a
“Snotty Pipe,” nothing beats a cool glass bowl. 1995 Usenet:
alt.drugs.pot (Mar. 23) “Re: Bong, Pipe, or Joint?” ! Glass pipes are the
way to go, I think. Especially something with a carb, that changes
colour when you smoke, like a Snotty, or something. 2004 Cigarette
Smoking Man from the X-Files (Oct. 9) “Punk Church” (in Minneapolis-
St. Paul, Minn.) (Int.) ! Yeah, snotties. They’re like a pipe but they
have water in it like a bong.

snowflake baby n. a child grown and born from a frozen embryo.
Medical. [The term probably is derived from Snowflakes, an
embryo-adoption agency affiliated with Focus on the Family, a
conservative Christian organization founded by James Dobson,
who is the author of the 2004 citation.]
2003 Suzanne Smalley Newsweek (Mar. 24) “A New Baby Debate,”
p. 53 ! Snowflakes, the first embryo-adoption program in the coun-
try, began matching donor embryos to infertile women in 1997 with
the help of the conservative Christian group Focus on the Family.
2004 James Dobson CBS-TV (June 13) “Face the Nation” ! They’re
called snowflake babies, that come from those frozen embryos.
2005 Democratic Underground (June 6) “The Top 10 Conservative
Idiots” (Int.) ! There are currently about 400,000 frozen embryos
in storage, and about 9,000 of the 400,000 frozen embryos are avail-
able for “adoption” by other people. People who adopt these embryos
can get them implanted and attempt to have a so-called “snowflake”
baby.

soapedy n. a television show that combines elements of a daytime
drama and a comedy. Entertainment. Media. Television. [soap opera
+ comedy]
1999 (PR Newswire) (Sept. 7) “Silly Valley Soapedy Continues: ‘The
Powers That Be’ Pondered This Week” (in Palo Alto, Calif.) (title).
2004 Vinay Menon Toronto Star (Can.) (May 5) “Why The O.C.
Became a Hit” (Int.) ! Since premiering in August, the dramedy (or,
“soapedy,” to use creator Josh Schwartz’s neologism) has welcomed
millions of weekly viewers to Orange County, Calif., by punching up
the ridiculous.
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socks and knocks n.pl. the oxides of sulfur and nitrogen com-
monly found in pollution. Environment. Science. [A literal pro-
nunciation of the characters that make up the chemical notations
SOX, representing various oxides of sulfur, and NOX, representing
various oxides of nitrogen. A third related term, ROX, is explained
in the 2001 citation.]
1997 Lucille Van Ommering @ Sacramento, Calif. (Meeting Before the
California Air Resources Board ) (May 22), pp. 30-31 (Int.) ! That
reclaim program is effective for both emissions of knocks and socks.
1997 John D. Dunlap (Meeting Before the California Air Resources
Board ) (Dec. 11), p. 114 (Int.) ! Dr. Pitts lecturing some students on
the videotape and it is rock, socks and knocks. 2001 Harold H.
Schobert Energy and Society: An Introduction (Oct. 1), pp. 432-33
! Sulfur is capable of forming more than one oxide..., conveniently
lumped together with the symbol SOx. Similarly, nitrogen can pro-
duce more than one oxide; they are lumped together as NOx.... Some-
times the generic symbol R is used to represent the metallic elements
(such as silicon, aluminum, and iron) present in the various
constituents of ash. Then the notation ROx can be taken as a symbol
for ash. It’s then possible to refer to the potential pollutants as socks,
knocks, and rocks. 2002 Mike Bull @ Research Department of the
Minnesota House of Representatives House Research Short Subjects
(St. Paul, Minn.) (Oct.) “Air Quality Regulation in Minnesota,” p. 1
(Int.) ! The seven criteria pollutants are carbon monoxide (CO); lead;
sulphur dioxide (SOx) and nitrogen oxide (NOx) (often called “socks
and knocks”). 2004 Doug Abra, Ed Wojczynski Manitoba Clean Envi-
ronment Commission Verbatim Transcript (Can.) (Mar. 2) “Hearing:
Wuskwatim Generation and Transmission Project,” vol. 2, pp. 506-8
(Int.) ! Determining the life cycle socks and knocks is not something
that we use at a screening level. 2005 Bill Paul Motley Fool (Apr. 21)
“Cleaning Up with ‘Socks and Knocks’ ” (Int.) ! Readers should under-
stand clearly that if the power industry prevails in its court challenges
to the initiative, the huge amount of money expected to be spent pri-
marily on reducing what the industry commonly calls “socks and
knocks” might not get spent.

somaticizer n. a person whose physical illnesses are caused by
neurosis. Medical. A somaticizer will have genuine physical symp-
toms of illness whereas a hypochondriac will not.
1988 Alan Wofelt Death and Grief (Mar. 1), p. 118 ! The somaticizer
is the person who converts his or her feelings into physical symptoms.
1995 Nick Cummings Focused Psychotherapy (Aug. 1), p. 21 ! The
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HMO physicians were persuaded to use a less pejorative term, and the
designation “somatizer” was substituted to refer to persons who were
displacing emotional problems into physical symptoms. 1996 (U.S.
Court of Appeals for 5th Circuit, Western District of Louisiana) (June 11)
“No. 94-40691: Guilbeau v. W.W. Henry Co., et al.” (Int.) ! The results
and Friedberg’s analysis indicated that Guilbeau was a somaticizer,
meaning that he complained of physical ailments without physical
cause.

sonic branding n. the association of a piece of music with a prod-
uct, company, or broadcast program. Advertising. Music.
1998 Nick Coleman Independent (U.K.) (May 1) “Music: The Tune
That Hooked a Generation,” p. 14 ! “The Wizard” served as the tech-
nical model for subsequent efforts at TOTP sonic branding: Tony Gib-
ber’s “Get Out of That” in 1991 and, more recently, Vince Clark’s
“Red Pop Head.” Remember how they went? Me neither. [1999 Mar-
tin Croft Marketing Week (U.K.) (Feb. 4) “Why Jingles No Longer Jan-
gle,” p. 40 ! The RAB which obviously has something of a vested
interest in the issue is attempting to update the use of sounds in
advertising, and has even come up with an alternative name to the
slightly downmarket jingle sonic brand triggers.] 2004 Alice Fisher
Telegraph (U.K.) (Dec. 29) “Tills Are Alive with the Sound of Music”
(Int.) ! Johnson says writing brand scores is his favourite part of sonic
branding. “Writing a sonic logo for a massive company, that’s scary.”

sonker n. a type of berry pie or cobbler. Food & Drink. North Car-
olina. United States. [Perh. fr. Sc./Brit. Eng. songle, singill, single,
‘a handful of grain or gleanings,’ or from Sc. sonker ‘to simmer,
to boil slightly.’] This appears to be specific to the area near Mount
Airy, N.C.
1987 James J. Kilpatrick @ Mount Airy, N.C. Chicago Sun-Times
(Sept. 6) “What Makes Sonker a Sonker After Being Songle or Sonkle?”
p. 14 ! There is nothing very distinctive about the sonker itself—it
may be made with either flour or breadcrumbs—except for this: The
filling is whatever’s handy at the time. 2004 Richard Creed Winston-
Salem Journal (N.C.) (May 29) “Berry Good: Granny ’s Definition Works”
(Int.) ! I have often wondered why a deep-dish fruit pie is called a
cobbler. My online etymological dictionary suggests it is related to a
14th-century word for wooden bowl, cobeler. What is apparently the
same dish is called zonker (or sonker) in Surry County.

soup bunch n. a bundle of vegetables and herbs used in the prepa-
ration of soup. Food & Drink. [The English soup bunch is probably
a calque of the German term suppenbund. The word suppebund
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in the 2005 citation is a misspelling. (Thanks to Margaret Marks
for the information.)]
1883 Waukesha Freeman (Wisc.) (Feb. 1) “Hermann and the Huck-
sters,” p. 12 ! “How do you sell these soup bunches?” said he, picking
up a peck measure full of herbs. 1909 Laurel Ledger (Miss.) (July 8)
“Recipes,” p. 3 ! Vegetable Soup—One-half can tomatoes, cupful of
navy beans, one onion, one soup bunch. 1925 Harry Harrison Kroll A
Comparative Study of Upper and Lower Southern Folk Speech (George
Peabody College for Teachers, Tenn.) (Aug.) ! Soup bunch. Bundle of
vegetables. 1992 J.M. Taylor Hoppin’ John’s Lowcountry Cooking
(Apr. 1), p. 202 ! Some cooks throw a “soup bunch” into the pot
while the shank boils. Sold in predominately black neighborhood gro-
cery stores, the bunch is an elaborate bouquet garni of mixed vegeta-
bles and aromatics for the soup pot. A typical soup bunch includes a
carrot, celery, thyme, cabbage, and turnips with their greens. 2003
W.W. Weaver Country Scrapple (Sept. 1), p. 99 ! Since much of the
flavor of rice scrapple is in the boiling stock, you might consider
using a traditional Charleston soup bunch. This is a bouquet of herbs
and vegetables tied up with string, consisting of parsley, a slice or two
of squash, some spring onions or small leeks, a few bay leaves on the
stem, and a small parsnip. It is removed when the stock is strained.
2005 Andre Lariviere Georgia Straight (Vancouver, B.C., Can.) (Feb. 3)
“Chefs Share Passion for the Ugly But Delectable Celery Root” (Int.)
! “I still hope it’ll become a kitchen staple the way it is in Europe,”
he says, noting that produce markets in Germany offer a popular
bundle of celery root, carrots, and onions as a suppebund, or “soup
bunch.”

sousveillance n. the watching of the watchers by the watched;
countersurveillance by people not in positions of power or author-
ity. Technology. [sous French ‘under’ + surveillance. The word was
popularized by, if not coined by, Steve Mann, a professor at the
University of Chicago.]
2001 Pauline Tam @ Toronto Ottawa Citizen (Can.) (Nov. 19) “Is the
Life of a Our Path to Liberation?” p. B6 ! You get into a taxi cab,
you’re under surveillance. There’s a camera taking pictures of you. If
you were to photograph the cab driver, that would be what I call
sousveillance. If you walked into a department store and photo-
graphed the clerk, that’s a form of sousveillance. 2001 Usenet:
flora.mai-not (Dec. 24) “FW: ‘World Sousveillance Day ’ Today—Watching
the Watchers” ! An international coalition that includes artists, scien-
tists, engineers, scholars, and others is declaring December 24, to be
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“World Sousveillance Day,” or “World Subjectrights Day”. 2002
Patrick Di Justo Wired News (Nov. 28) “Record the Lens That Records
You” (Int.) ! Sousveillance means “to view from below.”

spadia n. a page wrapped around the spine of a periodical or one
of its sections so as to appear as a narrow flap or partial page.
Also spadea. Media. The 1993 citation has it right: a gatefold and
a spadia are not the same thing. The word is pronounced spay-
dee-uh.
1989 Drug Store News (Nov. 6) “Harco Drug Targets an Incentive-
Driven Private-Label Strategy” (in Northport, Ala.), vol. 11, no. 21,
p. 20 ! The ad, called a “spadia,” was the equivalent of a full page,
folded over the regular circular so that half showed on the front and
half on the back. The private-label page pulled off to reveal more pri-
vate-label items on the reverse side. 1993 Michael R. Fancher Seattle
Times (Wash.) (Mar. 28) “New ‘Gatefold’ Ad Not Funny to Readers of
Sunday Funnies,” p. A2 ! It’s a variation on the partial-page ad that
wraps around the comics, which is called a spadea (pronounced spay-
dee-uh). The gatefold is different. 1996 Mark Fitzgerald Editor & Pub-
lisher (Mar. 16) “Featherbedding: Fact or Fiction?” p. 12 ! He notes
that some of the inserts that gave union mailers their biggest
headaches on the new equipment—such as a Montgomery Ward
product and the spadia on double Sunday comics sections—have been
eliminated since the strike began. 1999 Jeanie Enyart Presstime (Oct.)
“What Have Been the Most Significant Industry Events and Develop-
ments in the Past 20 Years?” p. 33 ! Advertisers now want to reach
specific customer groups. Part of the result is the creation of numer-
ous products, including Neighbors editions, Homes magazines, Post-It
notes, Comics spadias, TV Book pop-outs and wraps, TV shows and
job fairs. 2002 James T. Campbell Houston Chronicle (Tex.) (July 29)
“What’s a Reader Representative, Anyway?” p. A22 ! I’ve learned more
about the Chronilog, comics (that fold that covers half of the Sunday
comics is called a “spadia”) and the weather page in a little over a
month as reader representative than in my entire 14 years at the
Chronicle. 2004 Gazette (Colorado Springs, Colo.) (June 4) “Advertis-
ers Enthusiastic About Color Ads on Sunday Comics” ! About 15 years
ago, in response to advertiser requests, comic section printers began
using the smaller sheet of newsprint to wrap around the comics sec-
tion. In the newspaper business this sheet is known as a spadia or
gatefold. 2004 Ta-Nehisi Coates Village Voice (NYC) (Aug. 17) “Press
Clips” (Int.) ! A lucky smattering of folks who picked up the N.Y.
Times on Monday were treated to a spadia—a strip just wider than a
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column, overlapping the front page, that announced the day’s high-
lights.... As it happens, the spadia also creates room for what amounts
to an ad on page one. If you turned back the flap on Monday’s run,
you found a full-color pitch from Macy’s, right alongside the news
from Iraq. The wrap also pushed the hallowed editorial page from its
traditional position, instead finishing the front section with a spread
of advertising.

spawny adj. lucky. Scotland.
1992 Usenet: rec.sport.soccer (Feb. 7) “Re: Bring Back the Attractive-
ness in World Cup” ! They qualified for the semis by kicking
Maradona off the pitch (so when he retaliated he got sent off ) and a
spawny Rossi hatrick based on defensive errors by Brazil when Italy
were getting pissed on. 1994 Irvine Welsh Trainspotting (July 11),
p. 96 (May 1, 1996) ! —Two fuckin aces!—Spawny bastard! You
spawny fuckin cunt Renton. 1997 Bill Lecki Scottish Daily Record
(Jan. 3) “Mbes Aye, Mbes Naw,” p. 74 ! After his lucky, flukey,
jammy, spawny, poxy save against us at Wembley, those initials can
only stand for one thing. 1997 Mark Hodkinson Times (London, Eng.)
(Apr. 21) “Bassett ’s Petrified Forest Seem Resigned to Their Fate,”
p. 30 ! Many defenders do not a great defence make, as Forest dis-
covered when Bart-Williams sliced a ball against his own post. Deane
gleefully poked it into the waiting net as it rebounded along the goal
line. Dave Bassett, the Forest general manager, afterwards dubbed the
goal “spawny” and the epithet was accurate. 2003 Charlotte Hindle
Lonely Planet Gap Year Book (Sept. 1), p. 133 ! Only spawny gappers
find any paid work in the region other than teaching English.

speed table n. a flat, raised road surface intended to slow traffic.
Architecture. Automotive. A speed table is longer and flatter than
a speed bump. It sometimes is a part of, or does double-duty as,
a raised crosswalk.
1990 Surveyor (Feb. 7) “Traffic Management,” p. 18 ! Bus operators
prefer the occasional speed table, not a lengthy series of humps.
2005 Jill R. Goodman @ West Valley, Ariz. Newzap.com (Mar. 28)
“Speeders Irk Phase I Residents; ‘Speed Tables,’ Private Security, Radar
Signs Are Options” (Int.) ! A second traffic mitigation option would
be to install a set of elongated speed humps, what transportation offi-
cials refer to as “speed tables,” which would gradually rise up over six
feet until it is three inches high. Then drivers would ride straight
along the plateau for about 10 feet and then gradually lower back to
street level.
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spiedie n. a food dish of marinated meat chunks, usually cooked
on a skewer and sometimes eaten as a sandwich. Also spiedi.
Food & Drink. New York. United States. [Probably from the Italian
spiedino ‘a skewer’ or spiedo ‘a spit.’] This word in the United
States appears to be special to New York State near Binghamton
and Syracuse.
1971 Syracuse Herald-Journal (N.Y.) (July 9) (in advert.), p. 16
! Spiedi. Marinated Chunks of Meat on a Skewer 55¢. 1981 Syracuse
Herald-Journal (June 23) (in advert.), p. 6 ! State Fair Spiedie Sauce 8
oz. Btl. 89¢. 1983 Fred David Syracuse Herald-Journal (N.Y.) (Sept. 2)
“State Sets Fall Park Schedule,” p. D5 ! Spiedie sandwiches—a South-
ern Tier delight consisting of marinated beef chunks—are $1.50 and
difficult to pass up. 2004 Wayne Hansen Press & Sun-Bulletin (Bing-
hamton, N.Y.) (Aug. 8) “Local Specialty Puzzling to Some at Fest” (Int.)
! What’s a Spiedie? It’s a tasty treat of marinated meat char-broiled ’n
fed on Italian bread.

spin v. in horse racing, to renege on an agreement to have a jockey
ride a racehorse. Sports.
1993 Liz Hafalia San Francisco Chronicle (Calif.) (Aug. 27) “The Agent:
The Need to Talk a Good Game,” p. E2 ! To keep the fewest people
irate at any one time, Barsotti, who has been an agent for seven years,
has rules: “Don’t make commitments early, don’t spin late.” Spin, at
the track, means renege on a deal. 1999 Rachel Blount Star Tribune
(Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.) (Aug. 20) “On the Right Track,” p. 5C !

Agents often make early commitments to more than one horse in a
race, figuring that the field will thin out by the time post positions
are drawn. But if both horses enter, one of the trainers will be jilted.
Jockeys also can back out of a commitment if they get an offer to ride
a better horse in another race or at another track. Conversely, trainers
sometimes promise a mount to a jockey and then dump him at the
last minute for someone else. Those practices, called “spinning,” cre-
ate a daily litany of hard feelings, broken hearts and promises of
revenge. 1999 Bob Fortus New Orleans Times-Picayune (La.) (Dec. 23)
“Jockey Agents Always on Alert ‘Spinning’ Causes Backstretch Agony,”
p. D1 ! “Spinning” is the racetrack term for maneuvering by which
agents change mounts shortly before entries are taken, or trainers
change riders. 2004 Chicago Sun-Times (Aug. 15) “Dettori Gets Long
Shot Home in Beverly D” (Int.) ! Prado also earned the ire of Million-
winning trainer Michael Matz, who continued to insist that the deter-
mined West Coast reinsman had given him a commitment to ride
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Kicken Kris in the Million. Instead, Matz insisted, Prado and agent
Bob Fries reneged—”spun,” in the parlance of the backstretch—six
days before the Arlington centerpiece.

spinner n. a decorative automobile hubcap or rim that spins inde-
pendently of the wheel to which it is attached. Automotive. Jargon.
1985 Boyd Burchard Seattle Times (Wash.) (June 22), p. C1 ! Few of
the original Mustang spinner hub caps are available, but Lincoln has
some used ones priced at $75. 2004 Denny Lee N.Y. Times (Apr. 23)
“The Dub Generation: Gearheads Go Hip-Hop” (Int.) ! It’s Dub, a
niche car magazine with a tiny paid circulation that has nevertheless
become the bible of the urban automotive subculture devoted to 20-
inch-plus spinners—the outrageously flashy oversize wheels that pop
up in nearly every MTV rap video—and the hip-hop attitude they
connote.

spit game v. to flirt with, hit on, or try to pick up (a woman). Slang.
United States.
1991 N.W.A. Niggaz4life (May 27) “Findum, Fuckum & Flee” ! Yo,
every bitch I know they wanna get with me/The mothafuckin’ notori-
ous D-R-E/Spit game at a bitch while a nigga’s around/And you know
most hos knows not to clown. 1992 Prince and the New Power Gen-
eration “Sexy M.F.” ! Packing an ass as tight as a grape/I want to spit
some game but I said to myself/hmmm.... Just conversate (Yeah!).
1992 Usenet: rec.music.funky (July 7) “Go-Go” ! The basement was
packed w/ a local go-go band and the brothers were working out! The
place was packed and everyone was just jumping up and down. Could
really spit game and ask a chic to dance...just jump next to her ;-)
WILD. 2004 [Ian would say] MonkeyFilter (July 9) “Let’s Be Friends”
(Int.) ! I’m entirely comfortable around females; I can’t spit game, but
I can talk to a stranger in a bar with the same degree of comfort as I
have around old friends.

spizerinctum n. energy, vigor, or vitality. Also spizerinktum,
spizzerinktum, spizzerinctum, spizarinctum, pizzeringtum,
spizzer inktum, etc. Health. United States. [As Merriam-Webster
editors pointed out in their May 2005 newsletter, it has been spec-
ulated “that the word derives in whole from Latin specie rectum,
literally, ‘the right kind’—but that etymology appears to be a mis-
guided attempt to make something more of good old American
slang than is warranted.”] The ladies club mentioned in the cites
seems to have taken its name from the term, which has existed
in one spelling or another since at least as early as 1845.
1891 Chicago Daily Tribune (May 18), p. 4 ! Jove sits enthroned upon
his brow, his head crammed with knowledge; he’ll graduate a few
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weeks hence from Spizzerinctum College. [1907 Chicago Daily Tri-
bune (Jan. 20) “In a Minor Key. The Mayor’s Dream,” p. B4 ! The
mayor had a vision,/In his slumbers he was troubled,/Dreamed he saw
a huge petition/Signed by more than 80,000/Of the people of they
city,/Praying for a referendum./...It was signed by Cephas Wojjers,/
Calthumpian Magruder,/ Garibaldi Mantilini,/...Ananias Spizzerinc-
tum.] 1908 Charles Frederic Goss Daily News (Frederick, Md.) (Mar.
18) “On Top,” p. 3 ! Letting down the bars, he stuck his thumb into
the lean ribs of the donkey and when that resentful creature reared
and kicked, chuckled with a boundless joy. “You’re [sic] spizzerinktum
hasn’t all burned up yet, eh old man?” 1914 Lincoln Daily Star (Neb.)
(July 9) “Be a Spizzerinktum: It ’s a Brand New Word, But It Means a
Lot—Here Is Its Meaning,” p. 7 ! “What is a spizzerinktum? I have just
been called that and I want to know.”...“A spizzerinktum is a person
who possesses initiative, vim, vigor, efficiency, intelligent persistency
and an overmastering will to succeed,” comes the explanation. 1915
Lincoln Sunday Star (Neb.) (Feb. 7) “Social Calendar,” p. 17 ! La
Spizzer Inktum will entertain their husbands at dinner Friday evening
at 6:30 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. G. I. Smith, 2701 O Street. 1922
Mexia Evening News (Tex.) (Oct. 13), p. 2 ! Although a live wire, the
dengue took much of the spizerinktum out of his being for the time
being only, we know. 1936 Jack Wright, Frank Rogers Morning News
(Florence, S.C.) (May 25) “Kiwanis Club,” p. 8 ! “On to Washington”
will be the next keynote of the program next Thursday with old reli-
able Kiwanian Frank Key furnishing the “spizerinktum.” 1940 Chron-
icle-Telegram (Elyria, Ohio) (Jan. 20) “How Would You Like to Be the
Postman Now?” p. 8 ! It may be a letter from Aunt Mehetibelle, a bill
for the new car, or an for Spizerinctum’s Kill or Cure, but the mail
must go through. 1946 Walla Walla Bulletin (Wash.) (Mar. 12) “Mrs.
J. J. Hamley Dies Sunday in Pendleton,” p. 10 ! She was a member of
the...Spizzerinctum club. 1947 G.C. Graham Statesville Daily Record
(Feb. 7) “Letters to the Editor,” p. P2 ! It seems that some of the
“dry” leaders of the state are in danger of jeopardizing the cause of
sobriety by their weak-knee statements. And, of course, they are
being ably assisted by certain headline writer desk men who are most
prayerful for the “wet” side. The former gentlemen need a shot of
spizerinctum and the latter need the darkness [put] out of their
minds. 1956 Independent (Pasadena, Calif.) (May 11) “TV Makes Ike
‘Look Old’ ” (in Washington, D.C.) ! “I think the country is entitled to
know he is young, vigorous, and full of spizerinctum.” [Sen. Alexan-
der Wiley (R) Wisc.] said spizerinctum was a word coined by an old
banker in his town of Chippewa Falls, Wis., to describe someone full
of pep and vitality. 1958 Independent (Hawarden, Iowa) (Sept. 25)
“Anonymously Yours...,” p. 7 ! Scientists have concocted a new drug

spizerinctum

331



out of rocket fuel, which they claim will give a man renewed energy,
like turpentine does a cat.... I’m looking forward to national distribu-
tion of this new spizzerinctum builder. 1961 Evening Sentinel (Hol-
land, Mich.) (Oct. 13) “Publishers Told Power by Educator” (in
Chicago), p. 7 ! For the explosive substance in the bomb hydrogen, he
substituted knowledge, and for uranium, the fuse, spizzerinctum.
This he defined as “energy ambition and the will to succeed.” 2004
[Cee Cee] @ Mahtomedi, Minn. Pioneer Press (Minneapolis-St. Paul,
Minn.) (Oct. 17) “In the Realm of the Coined” (Int.) ! Spizerinctum is
invisible—an essence or energy of sorts. When beer has lost its foam,
soda has lost its fizz or a balloon deflates, it has lost its spizerinctum.
I suppose you would say that throughout the wedding preparations
and busy weekend, I was overflowing with spizerinctum, but as things
are winding down now, I think it has flown the coop for a while.

SPUI n. a single point urban interchange, a type of highway
exchange. Also spui. Acronym. Architecture. Jargon. United States.
1995 Karl Cates Deseret News (Utah) (Nov. 30) “Life in the Slow
Lane,” p. A23 ! SPUI uses only 2 traffic signals where 4 were previ-
ously needed. North and southbound vehicles enter simultaneously.
Vehicles also exit to cross street together. 2001 Michael Squires Las
Vegas Review-Journal (Nev.) (2001) “Planners Say SPUI on Cloverleafs,”
p. 2B ! To increase capacity and avoid such problems, engineers have
created a variation on the diamond design known as a single-point
urban interchange, or SPUI (pronounced spew-ee).

squadrol n. a police vehicle that serves the purposes of both a
patrol wagon and squad car. Automotive. Police. [squad + patrol ]
1948 Chicago Daily Tribune (Feb. 14) “Mail Truck Damages New
Police Car; Driver Held,” p. A7 ! A mail truck driver...was arrested
after his truck struck a Deering police station “squadrol,” a new com-
bination squad car and patrol wagon, in service a week. The squadrol
was damaged. 1952 Pat Englehart Daily Herald (Chicago) (June 27)
“Reporter ‘Taken for a Ride,’ ” p. 13 ! On a recent eight-hour shift, we
rode the squadrol with Deputies Joe Lewis and Frank Matz. 1958
South Bend Tribune (Ind.) (Mar. 9) “Dick Tracy” (in comic), p. 14
! We’ll need an ambulance—and a squadrol. 1972 Tom Hall Chicago
Tribune (Mar. 12) “Vice in Chicago,” p. G43A ! As the squadrol was
coming to take the prisoners downtown...Sgt. Williams abruptly
called for quiet.... The squadrol arrived with its crew of two mildly
curious uniformed policemen. 2005 Chicago Sun-Times (Apr. 19)
“Metro Briefs: Man Shot, Killed by Police,” p. 66 ! A man who led
police on a chase through Chicago’s Southwest Side Monday night
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died after hitting several parked cars, even striking a police squadrol
and pointing a gun at officers.

squick v. to disturb, unsettle, make uneasy; to cause disgust or
revulsion; to gross (someone) out; to freak (someone) out. Also
noun, something that causes disgust, revulsion, or uneasiness, or
the disgust, revulsion, or uneasiness itself. Also squick (someone)
out. [There is inconclusive evidence this term may have originated
among practitioners of sexual bondage or sadomasochism.]
[1991 Usenet: alt.sex.bondage (Apr. 12) “Squick Was Ten Good Non-
Consensual” ! There are some things too repulsive to discuss in a
public forum—squicking is one of them. I’ve only been squicked
once, and if someone wants me to be a squick-top, they’ll have to beg
FAR more than for anything else I can think of (though it’s not clear
that I _could_ bring myself _to_ squick, even consensually).] [1991
Usenet: rec.pets (May 23) “Golden Geysers” ! Kit’n Hook, who was
my youngest feline till we got Rhiannon, seems to think that express-
ing his affections to people is best done by squicking them—he comes
over for affection, and if I don’t put down my book fast enough or
pet him intensely enough, he starts licking, and sucking, and licking,
and licking, and while, in certain contexts (see alt.sex.bondage for
more info) I quite enjoy being tickled, stimulated, and otherwise
driven crazy I simply cannot DEAL with being abraded by a cat.]
1991 Usenet: alt.sex.bondage (June 17) “Squicking Resux” ! More
generally, squicking is “that which the bottom cannot endure,
whether at that time or in general.” Whatever gets a safeword, is
squicking. 1991 Usenet: alt.sex.bondage (Oct. 25) “Re: Fear of Anger”
! What I do in the scene I do because it turns me on, or, because it’s
something that turns my partner on and doesn’t squick me. 1992
Usenet: alt.peeves (Aug. 7) “Re: Random Peeve” ! I’ve seen it used as
“what tom and ned did with that gopher really squicked me.” 1994
Kristin Tillotson Star Tribune (Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.) (Sept. 11)
“No Holes Barred,” p. 1E ! Don’t get squicked (freaked out). 1996
Usenet: soc.singles (Jan. 27) “Re: Gorgeous Women: Flesh and Peec-
tures” ! My squick, I should point out, wasn’t a directly personal one
(as in, “Oh no, is that evil, nasty man entertaining naughty thoughts
about poor, pristine little *me*?”).... The squick came more from the
idea that this is now a perfectly acceptable way to treat others. 1997
Usenet: soc.subculture.bondage-bdsm (Dec. 16) “Re: The New 128
Basic Slave Rules Are Finally Released!” ! If I *really* wanted to get
over my squick about, oh, Wonder Bread—and found a dom who was
interested in such a scene, and agreed to a no-safeword scene in
which I’d be force-fed Wonder Bread until I’d eaten twelve loaves, and
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decided half-way through that this was *really* too much. 2000
Internet Complete (Aug.) “Internet Dictionary,” p. 931 ! Squick (v) To
exceed someone’s threshold for violent or tasteless imagery. 2001 Jon
Carroll San Francisco Chronicle (Calif.) (Jan. 23) “Thinking Seriously
About Latex,” p. FP ! I do hate moralizing about people’s private lives.
I say that because I am about to do that, sort of, and I acknowledge in
front the large squick factor. 2002 Andrew Vachss Only Child (Oct. 8),
p. 171 ! There’s all that “upskirt” squick, too.... Little perverts walk-
ing around with minicams in their briefcases. 2003 Kevin Bentley
Boyfriends from Hell (Jan. 1), p. 128 ! Clearly, doing a diaper scene
with a young boy on crack doesn’t qualify as “safe,” at least not in the
minds of normal people. Maybe it even squicks you. 2004 Mistress
Matisse (July 4) in The Mammoth Book of Sex Diaries (Mar. 12, 2005)
Maxim Jakubowski, p. 27 ! If you squick easily, you should skip this
next paragraph. A sound is a medical instrument, a long slender metal
rod that’s designed to be inserted into the male urethra. 2005 [agre-
goli] Ask Metafilter (June 22) “How Do You Know You Can Mentally
Deal with Pregnancy?” (Int.) ! I worry that I’ll get pregnant and then
be so squicked out from having another being moving around in my
body that I’ll go crazy.

stagette n. an unmarried or unbetrothed woman; any woman or
girl unaccompanied by a man, especially when socializing as part
of a group of women or girls; (hence) especially in Canada, a
pre-wedding party given for a bride; a bachelorette party. Also
staggette; attrib. Canada. United States. [stag ‘bachelor’ + -ette,
a diminutive or feminine suffix from Old French.]
1920 Fayetteville Democrat (Ark.) (July 14) “Social and Personal,” p. 4
! Following an informal “stagette” dance a midnight feast of ices and
cakes was served. 1944 Lethbridge Herald (Alberta, Can.) (Feb. 28)
“ ‘First Niter’ Dance on Friday Night,” p. 9 ! Meet the Stagettes! This is
the city’s latest service club organization and it is composed of an
energetic group of young ladies who announce their “First Niter”
Dance Friday night. 1968 Tri-City Herald (Pasco, Kennewick, Richland,
Wash.) (Nov. 4) “Dolly Hello’s It,” p. 5 ! Mrs. Ed (Mary Lou)
Critchlow, right, sat atop the piano alongside chorus girl Mrs. Frank
(Millie) Swanberg, at Tri-City Country club which Thursday night
will turn itself into a suffragette party at women’s division
“Staggette.” 1983 Salem Alaton Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.)
(May 21) “Joining the Brotherhood of Married Man,” p. F7 ! The old
bridal shower is being joined by the stagette. The proceedings are
mainly a mimicry of the male event, with an emphasis on drinking
and rough talk and a male stripper is becoming mandatory.
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staledate v. intransitive, to expire; to be unused or unredeemed
before a certain date; transitive, to set a termination, use-by, or
expiration date on something.
1943 Reno Evening Gazette (Nev.) (Sept. 9) “Mineral County Grand
Jury Files Investigation Report” (in Hawthorne), p. 9 ! The general
manager should...realize cash wherever possible for all stale-dated and
other checks. 1978 Roger C. Gibson Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.)
(Apr. 22) “Incorporating a Small Business Could Mean Saving in Tax
Dollars,” p. B1 ! If the loss cannot be fully utilized to reduce income
of the corporation in other years (the previous year and the five sub-
sequent years if it is a non-capital loss) the loss will become stale-
dated. 1986 Pat Fenner St. Petersburg Times (Fla.) (Dec. 18) “Series:
Times Action,” p. 2 ! However, that check has stale-dated, and
another check for $15 will be issued to the provider on a priority
basis 1995 Steven Alfano Corporate Cashflow Mag. (Aug. 1) “The Re-
Engineered Treasury: The Pros and Cons of Outsourcing Check
Issuance,” vol. 16, no. 8, p. 24 ! “Stale dating.” (Checks are returned
unpaid if outstanding beyond a specified number of days.) 1996 Joey
Slinger Toronto Star (Can.) (July 18) “Eggs-actly! It ’s Just Big
Brotherism,” p. A2 ! Isn’t stale-dating each individual egg an extreme
indication of how regulation-happy we’re getting? 1999 Business Wire
(Sept. 22) “Zydacron and Tokyo Broadcasting System Revolutionize
Live Broadcasting” (in Manchester, N.H.) ! TBS hoped to reduce or
eliminate the high cost of remote satellite broadcasts and to avoid the
stale dating inherent in studio weather information. 2005 Cory Doc-
torow Boing Boing (Jan. 25) “Why do Newspapers Charge for Yester-
day ’s News?” (Int.) ! The NYT often does an extraordinary job of
covering the facts, but it doesn’t matter a whit to posterity if a link to
that job will staledate in a month.

standfirst n. in British journalism, introductory or summary infor-
mation above a newspaper article; a kicker (United States); a pré-
cis. Jargon. Media. United Kingdom. Sometimes wrongly used as
a synonym with lead (or lede), which is part of the article whereas
a standfirst is not. The content of the May 6, 2003, citation is made
of in-house editing notes that ordinarily would not pass through
the editorial process onto the news wires.
1990 Jonathan Croall @ Somerset, Eng. Guardian (U.K.) (Nov. 6) “Poll
Tax Is Further Threatening the Already Much Depleted School Dinner
Service” ! Standfirst matter: The abolition of school meals is looming
for more authorities as they grapple with the effects of the poll tax.
Jonathan Croall reports on the struggle to save the service in Somer-
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set. 1996 Mary Edwards Guardian (U.K.) (Apr. 16) “Primary: Writing
Made Simple,” p. 13 ! Each article has a headline printed in large
bold letters, followed by a brief description, called a standfirst, and a
byline, which is the reporter’s name. 2003 Jerry Frank Lloyd’s List
(U.K.) (May 6), p. 2 ! Xxxxxxx—Please write four decks of headline
thanks. Please write a standfirst. 2003 Rachel Cooke Observer (U.K.)
(Sept. 7) “It Will Fit in Your Handbag, But Is Bigger Than Cosmo,” p. 9
! Midway through a communications degree, she landed a job on the
Oz teen bible, Dolly, and gave up “spending six weeks learning how to
write a standfirst” in favour of doing the job for real.

stashing n. in American football, the placing of an uninjured player
on the injured reserve list to preserve rights to the player. Jar-
gon. Sports. United States.
1976 N.Y. Times (Mar. 20) “Csonka, 2 Mates Made Free Agents,” p. 21
! Under the old rules, a club could conceivably maintain valuable
trading rights to a player by concealing him or placing him on the
injured reserve list. The new rule permits only three injured reservists
protection on the list. “This accomplishes the original intent of the
1975 rule to prevent clubs from stashing players on the injured
reserve for possible use next year.” 1978 Globe and Mail (Toronto,
Can.) (Mar. 17) “O.J.’s $700,000 No Secret,” p. P35 ! They want to get
to the Super Bowl in some cases too hard, which is why we have fines
for playing games (hiding injuries, etc.) with players and stashing and
all. 2004 EPSN.com (Oct. 29) “Officials Concerned with IR Increase”
(Int.) ! “Stashing” is a term from the past that Tagliabue and his top
lieutenants don’t want to see become a part of the modern-day NFL
lexicon.... For the most part, after all, players on injured reserve are
there with legitimate maladies. And for the most part, coaches would
rather have those players on the field instead of in treatment.

sticky rice n. an East Asian who prefers romantic partners of the
same race. Also attrib. Sexuality. This term is often derogatory.
1991 Usenet: soc.motss (July 10) “Toronto motss.con: A Retrospective”
! He also mentioned a term for an Asian who likes Asians and a
White who likes Whites (“sticky rice” and “mashed potato”). [1995
Richard Lloyd Parry Independent (U.K.) (May 30) “Sayonara to Tokyo’s
Camp Followers,” p. 18 ! The young Office Ladies found the city’s gay
men so cute, they latched on to their club scene. But now the “sticky
rice girls” have come unstuck.... A new phenomenon emerged: the
okoge. The closest English translation is fag hag, but this doesn’t do
justice to the expression. Okoge is a culinary term, referring to those
irritating grains of rice that stubbornly glue themselves to the bottom
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of the pot.] *1996 Au Waipang Yawning Bread (Singapore) (Dec.)
“Rice and Potatoes” (Int.) ! There are some who are “international
buffet,” most of the rest are “sticky-rice,” i.e., East Asians who go for
East Asians. They too can be quite specific about their tastes, and
even if they think hard about it, they can rarely explain why they find
fellow Asians a lot more attractive 1997 Usenet: bit.listserv.gaynet
(Oct. 4) “Re: Writing Like Idiots Was Re: Living Like Animals” ! “Sticky
rice” is a gentle joke, and I can tell you with some authority that
Asians who date their own race are not considered to be “settling” for
something less than a White Man. 2000 Amy Sonnie Revolutionary
Voices (Oct. 1), p. 48 ! Here they have terms like...sticky rice.... Gay
American culture insists that I am rice and my boyfriend should be a
potato. My skin should be smooth, brown, and hairless, and his
should resemble that of Wonder bread. If I go against this, I am
labeled sticky rice and condemned as going against the natural way.

stiffs n.pl. in soccer, a reserve or second-string team or its play-
ers; a league, figurative or real, of such teams. Sports. United King-
dom. [This is directly related to stiff ‘an ordinary man or sports-
man.’] Usually constructed with the definite article: the stiffs,
similar to baseball’s the minors.
1993 Phil Daniels Independent (U.K.) (Mar. 10) “Steeped in The Stiffs”
! They call them The Stiffs. You know, the superstars who can’t even
make the bench on match days, the would-bes, will-bes, used-to-bes,
wannabes and never-will-bes. They are the reserves. 1995 Andrew
Longmore Times (London, Eng.) (Sept. 14) “Nelson the Author of His
Own Misfortunes” ! Anything to lighten the prospect of playing in
the Stiffs, the reserve team, again. 1996 Glenn Moore Irish Times
(Apr. 6) “Sellars Moves in a Buyer’s Market,” p. 16 ! With the increase
in squads and wages at the big clubs there are plenty of experienced
players in the stiffs. 2004 Iain King Sun (U.K.) (Mar. 31) “Stephen
Won’t Have Cald Feat,” p. 52 ! Once you have played first-team you
never want to go back to the reserves. We had reserve teams with the
likes of myself, Hugo Viana, Titus Bramble and Shola Ameobi in
there. At times we had Pounds 60m worth of talent playing in the
stiffs. 2005 Bill Urban United States National Soccer Players Associa-
tion (May 16) “Urban Opinion: Say What?” (Int.) ! Having the threat of
being forced to play “in the stiffs,” “with the B-Team,” or “with the
scrubs,” pick your pejorative, is surely a powerful motivating factor
for any modern athlete.

stigmergy n. a process via which unorganized actions of individ-
uals serve as stimuli to the actions of other individuals, and, in
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sum, result in a single outcome; a group of individuals who col-
lectively behave as a sole entity. Science.
1959 Pierre-Paul Grassé Insectes Sociaux “La reconstruction du nid et
les coordinations inter-individuelles chez Belicositermes natalensis et
Cubitermes sp. La théorie de la Stigmergie: Essai d,” pp. 41-80 ! La
coordination des tâches, la régulation des constructions ne dépendent
pas directement des ouvriers, mais des constructions elles-mêmes.
L’ouvrier ne dirige pas son travail, il est guidé par lui. C’est à cette
stimulation d’un type particulier que nous donnons le nom de stig-
mergie (stigma: piqûre, ergon : travail, oeuvre = oeuvre stimulante.
1967 M. Earl Balis, Irwin H. Krakoff, Peter H. Berman, Joseph Dancis
Science (May 26) “Urinary Metabolites in Congenital Hyperuricosuria,”
vol. 156, no. 3778, p. 1123 (Int.) ! His hypothesis of “stigmergy” is
that building behavior is at first uncoordinated...; when the construc-
tion at any one point reaches a certain critical density it attracts other
termites topochemically. These focuses of the building material deter-
mine where the new pellets of earth used in the building are to be
deposited. The constructions built thus act as new determinant stim-
uli for further construction. 2002 Joe Gregorio BitWorking (Dec. 30)
“Stigmergy and the World Wide Web” (Int.) ! The World Wide Web is
human stigmergy. The Web and its ability to let anyone read anything
and also to write back to that environment allows stigmeric commu-
nication between humans. Some of the most powerful forces on the
Web today, Google and weblogs are fundamentally driven by
stigmeric communication and their behaviour follows similar natural
systems like Ant Trails and Nest Building that are accomplished using
stigmergy.

sting jet n. a weather formation characterized by high, damaging
winds, caused by rapidly descending cool, dry air in contact with
warm, moist air. Jargon. [As indicated in the citations, Keith Brown-
ing, Peter Clark, and Tim Hewson coined the word, based upon
the scorpion-tail-like shape of the weather formation when viewed
from above.]
2003 Roger Highfield Daily Telegraph (U.K.) (June 18) “A Sting in the
Tale of the Great Storm,” p. 14 ! Dubbed the Sting Jet, it is the source
of the most damaging winds that scour Britain in winter, uprooting
trees, damaging property and taking lives. The name was inspired by
an expression first used by Norwegian meteorologists four decades
ago.... They talked of the “poisonous tail of the bent-back weather
front.” Prof. Keith Browning at the University of Reading and Peter
Clark and Tim Hewson of the Met Office have found the sting in the
tip of this tail and coined the evocative phrase Sting Jet to describe
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the extraordinary gales that it spawns. 2003 Robert Muir-Wood Rein-
surance (U.K.) (Sept. 1) “Risk—Weather Models—a Brighter Forecast,”
p. 53 ! As with many innovations in the understanding of extra-trop-
ical cyclone behaviour, the origins of the “sting-jet” start with the
insights of Norwegian weather forecasters. Norwegian meteorologist
Sigbjorn Gronas has related how he was told by an experienced fore-
caster in the 1960s that the most fearsome storms were those that had
developed a “bent-back occlusion” in which the warm front, and its
associated cloud-head, curl three quarters of an anticlockwise revolu-
tion to lie immediately to the south of the cyclone centre—like the
first twist of cream on a stirred cup of coffee. Mr. Gronas termed this
signature the “scorpion’s tail.”...it turned out the low-level “sting-jet”
was separate and related to intense, small-scale pulses of slantwise
convection at the layered interface between the warm moist ascending
air—the end of which forms the scorpion’s tail—protruding into the
“dry intrusion” of air from around the jet stream level that gives the
characteristic dry slot at the centre of an intense extra-tropical storm.
2005 Roger Highfield Telegraph (U.K.) (Jan. 13) “ ‘Sting Jet’ Blamed
for Winds” (Int.) ! Research by the Met Office and Prof. Keith Brown-
ing, of the University of Reading, discovered the phenomenon and
coined the phrase. Sting jets occur in cyclones when there is a dra-
matic fall in the barometric pressure.

stink eye n. a facial expression of doubt, distrust, or dislike; a
dirty look; SKUNK EYE, the hairy eyeball. Slang. [There is inconclu-
sive evidence that this term originated in Hawaii and spread
through beach sports such as surfing and volleyball. In Hawaiian
stink eye would translate as maka pilau, which, according to the
Hawaiian Dictionary at the Hawaiian Electronic Library, exists as
a term meaning ‘rotten eyes, one with rotten eyes, a ghost.’]
1962 Dennis R. Dean English Journal (May) “Slang Is Language Too!,”
vol. 51, no. 5, p. 324 ! A dirty look is a stink eye. 1987 John Dreyfuss
L.A. Times (Sept. 27) “ ‘Auntie Louise’: Liveliest Living Legend in
Hawaii,” p. 3 ! You know when you’re out of favor if she doesn’t give
you a peck on the cheek after work.... If she doesn’t like you, she gives
you the stink eye. 1991 Michael Hiestand USA Today (Aug. 22) “ABC’s
Jackson Not Shy About Expressing Opinion,” p. 3C ! Chris Marlowe
expects to see some “stink eyes” Saturday. The TV volleyball analyst,
working NBC’s U.S. championships this weekend, says that piece of
beach volleyball lingo—translation: menacing glares—will apply if
teams led by Sinjin Smith and Karch Kiraly meet in the Saturday
final. “They really hate each other,” says Marlowe. 1992 Usenet:
alt.surfing (Jan. 30) “Re: Only Surfing” ! There had been a family of
seven or eight dolphins cruising up and down the local beaches.... I
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paddled towards them (nothing violent or sudden, just an easy paddle
out towards ’em).... The Lead Dude (Bull?) stopped his up and down
swimming style, and slowed down a bit, spearing me with stink-eye,
and staying on the surface until the rest of the family went by. 1994
David Farber The 60’s: From Memory to History (Sept. 1), p. 299 ! The
protestors seemed to give the same “stink eye” to both production
and consumption, to the old virtues and the new values. 1995 Bill
Adler Growing Up Asian American (Jan. 1), p. 82 ! Mrs. Vincente stud-
ies Joseph with what we called the “stink eye,” but he still didn’t catch
on. She must have considered his behavior insubordinate. 2005
Julian E. Barnes @ Fallujah, Iraq U.S. News & World Report (June 18)
“Iraq Journal: Filtering Language in Fallujah” (Int.) ! The patrol had
halted in a particularly unfriendly part of the city where the marines
say they get “the stinkeye” a lot.

Stokes basket n. a rigid body-sized platform in which a stretcher
or litter can be secured for transporting patients, usually in pre-
carious environments. Also Stokes stretcher, Stokes litter,
Stokes. Jargon. Medical.
1909 Washington Post (July 16) “His Grit Saves Read,” p. 5 ! When
he was taken out under the trees on the Stokes stretcher he tried to
promote a setto between the two young marines at which should have
the lighter end to carry. 1941 Sheboygan Press (Wisc.) (Sept. 8)
“Liner Iroquois Now Hospital Ship,” p. 4 ! The former liner
Iroquois...is now being refitted as the Navy’s first hospital ship since
World War I, bearing the name U.S.S. Solace. Injured men are brought
aboard the vessel in Stokes basket. 1988 Dennis Smith Firefighters:
Their Lives in Their Own Words (July 1), p. 156 ! They got the Stokes
basket down there, a kind of wire basket moulded to the shape of the
body, and they floated me on that, then lifted me up and out. 2005
Mindy Blake KOLD-TV (Tucson, Ariz.) (May 3) “Man Suffers Severe Tar
Burns” (Int.) ! They attached what’s called a stokes basket to the lad-
der, and using control ropes above and below, they lowered Gamez to
the ground.

stooper n. at a racetrack, a person who picks up discarded bet tick-
ets in search of those that represent unclaimed winnings. Gam-
bling. Sports.
1940 Damon Runyon Zanesville Signal (Ohio) (Apr. 16) “The Brighter
Side,” p. 14 ! This is the stooper. He gets his name from his occupa-
tion. He goes around the racing yard between races picking up and
examining parimutuel tickets that have been discarded as worthless
by the original purchasers. 1985 Hugh A. Mulligan (AP) (May 10)
“Professional Track Prognosticators Have Uncanny Ability” ! “The
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Stooper never had a losing day,” says Lacombe in ill-concealed envy.
“He comes here broke, and the worst he can do is break even. Lots of
win tickets go astray. Last year this track turned back $280,000 in
uncashed tickets to the state.” 2004 John Holl N.Y. Times (Aug. 2) “At
the Track, Fewer Stoop for the Payoff” (Int.) ! The man, who declined
to be interviewed, is part of a horse racing subculture made up of
people known as stoopers. Much like people who spend afternoons
wandering the beaches with metal detectors searching for treasure in
the sand, stoopers spend their day at the track hoping to discover a
discarded winning ticket.

stooshie n. a fight; a fuss, commotion, or to-do. Scotland. Scots.
[According to the Dictionary of the Scots Language, under the
spelling stashie this term dates to at least as early as 1824.]
1988 Maev Kennedy Guardian (U.K.) (Aug. 15) “Barbara Cartland’s
‘Pink Monstrosity ’ Enrages Scots” ! There seems to have been a little
bit of a stooshie (a mild altercation, to those South of the Border) on
the subject of Barbara Cartland. 1993 Paul Harris, Diana Wildman
Daily Mail (London, Eng.) (Feb. 4) “Anne’s Middle Class Move” ! I
don’t think people are getting terribly excited about it. Where I come
from in Scotland they would say there hasn’t been a great stooshy.
1997 Duncan McLean Bunker Man (May 1), p. 98 ! Frizzell panicked,
lashed out, kicked at the boy’s shin. Next thing he kens the boy’s on
the floor screaming, and the police are interviewing him on an assault
charge.... The union had to fight like billy-oh on that one.... It was a
right stooshie. In the papers and everything. 2005 Adrian Turpin
Financial Times (U.K.) (July 1) “On Dangerous Ground” (Int.)
! Another great Scottish word is stooshie, meaning fight. By contest-
ing the received wisdom of the Clearances, Fry has created an
almighty stooshie.

stove pipe v. to develop, or be developed, in an isolated envi-
ronment; to solve narrow goals or meet specific needs in a way
not readily compatible with other systems. Also attrib. Business.
Jargon. United States.
[1987 Brad Bass Government Computer News (June 5) “A Review Is
Last Hurdle for BASIS,” vol. 6, no. 11, p. 1 ! “There are a lot of data
processing systems out on Navy bases and stations,” he said. “But
they’re, for lack of a better word, stove-pipe systems that found one
specific application and solved that problem very efficiently.”] 1993
Sally Atkins Open Systems Today (Sept. 20) “In the New Era of Systems
Architecture, Apple Is Mr. (Frank Lloyd) Wright,” no. 133, p. 88 ! In
short, Apple had the sort of confusion present at most older organiza-
tions, where databases grew up with stove-piped or isolated islands of
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proprietary automation. 1994 Linda Taft Telemarketing (Feb. 1)
“Technology Upgrades That Are Essential for Outstanding Customer
Service,” vol. 12, no. 8, p. 59 ! Each of these systems is supplied by
different manufacturers with particular and typically focused disci-
plines. The various systems get “stove piped” and opportunities
resolved within their discipline and sphere of control only. These sys-
tems were typically conceived within the vacuum of their own partic-
ular discipline and tend not to easily interface with each other. 2004
Keith Cowing SpaceRef.com (June 24) “NASA Begins to Transform
Itself” (Int.) ! The net result was what came to be called “stove pip-
ing” where all centers began dueling fiefdoms—all intent on having
their own min-NASA complete with efforts which unabashedly dupli-
cated those resident at other centers.

streetism n. the living of homeless or unmonitored children on the
street, especially when related to drugs, disease, crime, or delin-
quency. Ghana. Zimbabwe. This term appears to be specific to
Anglophone Africa.
1996 Catherine Bush @ Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Globe and Mail
(Toronto, Can.) (Aug. 6) “Circus Mania in Ethiopia,” p. C1 ! While Cir-
cus Ethiopia has sometimes been described as a street-kids circus,
Lachance is careful to point out that this is not quite the case.
Although the connection to the street is very strong, “you could say
that the circus is a preventative measure against streetism,” Lachance
says. 1997 Agnes Banda @ Lusaka Times of Zimbabwe (Aug. 19)
“Zambia—70,000 Street Kids—A Day in the Life of One of Them” ! It
was estimated that there were 35,000 street children in 1991 and that
a further 315,000 were at risk of becoming drawn into streetism.
2002 Accra Mail (Accra, Ghana) (July 24) “People Should Vote Wisely”
! About sixty percent of the youth in the metropolis are unemployed
due to lack of skills and the result is “streetism,” drug and substance
abuse, immorality and armed robbery. 2004 I.K. Gyasi Ghanaian
Chronicle (Accra, Ghana) (Sept. 13) “Which Way for Education?” (Int.)
! Uncontrolled pregnancies outside the marriage circle have led to a
flood of births, with the mothers unable to trace the men responsible.
The result is what has come to be known in Ghanaian parlance as
“streetism.”

stripping n. a programming technique of broadcasting the same
television show, or type of show, in the same time slot on suc-
cessive nights. Entertainment. Jargon. Media.
1989 Broadcast (U.K.) (Feb. 10) “Broadcast Looks at the Commercial
Stations’ Use of Programme Stripping,” p. 7 ! Roger Laughton, BBC
head of co-productions and former head of daytime programming,
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agreed that stripping produced “more bums on seats but a lower
reach.” 1991 Georgina Henry Guardian (U.K.) “The Shape of Things to
Come at ITV,” p. 23 ! Stripping [specific programmes in the same
slots across the week] is fine in the early evening, though we should
stop transmitting Australian soaps then, and develop our own home-
grown drama. 2002 Steve Pratt Newsquest Media Group (U.K.)
(Aug. 31) “In the Picture: I’m an ITV boss...Get Me Out of Here” ! Her
scheduling adopted the US method of stripping programmes, show-
ing the same type of show at the same time every night so viewers
always knew what was on.

stunt up v. to enhance or improve with special (eye-catching,
flashy) additions. Slang.
1991 Georgina Henry Guardian (U.K.) “The Shape of Things to Come
at ITV,” p. 23 ! Stripping will continue, but not much more than we
have already. But there will also be “stunting up the schedule”: times
when we break out of stripping with a one-off movie or event. 1992
Sheena McDonald Guardian (U.K.) (Aug. 17) “Scud-FM Goes Critical—
BBC Gears Up for Round-the-Clock News Service,” p. 25 ! Sceptics
recall the reality of Gulf coverage as wastes of half-informed specula-
tion by retired military men, punctuated by theatrical press confer-
ences stunted up by the US military, complete with video inserts and
the wit and wisdom of Stormin’ Norman. 1995 Jim Bawden Toronto
Star (Can.) (July 22) “Mean Streets,” p. SW32 ! I found 90 per cent
had never pulled a gun in their careers. And of those who did, only
1 per cent ever fired, because you go through a three-stage process of
verbal warning, taking the gun out of the holster, clicking it, then,
and only then, aiming. On NYPD Blue they blast in every episode.
But we’re reality—we don’t do it to stunt up ratings. 2004 Dick Jones
Dick Jones’ Patteran Pages (May 3) “Business as Usual” (Int.) ! If the
pictures were posed—“stunted up,” in the parlance—it merely high-
lights one relatively mild stage in a consistent pattern of gross behav-
iour on the part of a small number of soldiers. The progress from
“stunting up” apparent persecution sessions for the amusement of self
& others to actually engaging in acts ranging from ritual humiliation
through to torturing a victim to death is steady & logical, & for some
the movement across the spectrum will be inexorable.

submarine patent n. a patent that, when issued, forces compa-
nies already using the newly patented technology to pay retroac-
tive licensing or rights fees. Business. Jargon. United States.
1993 James W. Crowley Dispatch (Columbus, Ohio) (Dec. 12) “OSU
Could Lose Out in World of Patents,” p. 4B ! A man fought with the
Patent Office for 15 years while lots of different laser products were
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being developed. Eventually, makers of laser products were forced to
pay him. “We call those ‘submarine patents,’ ” Nickey said. “When he
came to the surface, he made a lot of money.” 1994 Andrew Pollack
@ Tokyo N.Y. Times (Jan. 24) “U.S. Agrees to Alter Patents’ Period of
Coverage,” p. D2 ! Occasionally, patents take a decade or two to be
granted because they are held up in appeals and amendments in the
Patent Office. When this happens under the existing system, an
inventor can obtain a 17-year monopoly on an invention made long
ago and demand payments from companies that have long been using
the technology on the assumption that it was not protected by
patents. Because these patents remain hidden for a long time and sud-
denly surface, they have been called “submarine patents.” 2004 Robin
Bloor Register (U.K.) (July 2) “Patents and the Threat to Open Source”
(Int.) ! Acacia is one of a number of companies that are making a
good living by sitting on patents that are actually very general in their
application. Individuals can register such patents, with no ability to
develop associated product, wait for infringing products to appear,
then get a good lawyer and go hunting. Such patents are sometimes
referred to as submarine patents.

sub-penny quoting n. the practice of offering a decimal of a cent
higher than a stock’s asking price or another buy order. Also sub-
penny pricing, sub-penny trading. Jargon. Money & Finance.
2000 Judith Burns (Dow Jones News Service) (Oct. 26) “NYSE’s Grasso
Sees Securities Modernization Bill in 2001” ! Sub-penny pricing could
well occur if some are “tempted to split Mr. Lincoln into further
pieces,” Grasso warned. He said “that would be tantamount to a neu-
tron bomb” for U.S. markets and could hurt investors if it causes
widespread execution problems. 2001 Judith Burns (Dow Jones News
Service) (May 24) “SEC” ! It would be Nasdaq’s preference that we
don’t move to sub-penny quoting. 2004 Sam Ali, Susan Todd (New-
house News Service) (Apr. 26) “SEC Proposals Mean More Than Chump
Change to Investors” (Int.) ! While the practice of sub-penny quoting
is largely invisible, it has led to prevalent cutting, or “stepping ahead”
as they call it in the markets.

supermarionation n. a form of puppetry using semi-animated
doll-like marionettes. Entertainment. United States.
1968 Post (Frederick, Md.) (Nov. 7) (in advert.), p. D7 ! Thunder-
birds Are Go.... Supermarionation. Technicolor. 1988 Richard K.
Shull Record (N.J.) (Mar. 6) “Ask TV Record,” p. 4 ! I’m trying to
remember a children’s show called “Fireball XL-5.” What can you tell
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me about it? A. NBC had that show from October 1963 through Sep-
tember 1965 for 39 episodes. The show was done with marionettes
and a process called “Supermarionation.” 2004 Alan Niester Globe
and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (July 30) “Thunderbirds Are a No-Go,” p. R9
(Int.) ! A cheesy puppet show that was filmed in what was laughingly
referred to as “supermarionation,” the show has mysteriously become
something of a cult hit. Despite the fact that the special effects
amounted largely to giant puffballs of smoke and cardboard rockets
hung from string, the show has managed to remain in syndication
these last forty years.

Susmaryosep n. an exclamation of surprise, disbelief, or empha-
sis. Philippines. [From Spanish Jesus, Mary, Joseph.]
1991 Usenet: soc.culture.filipino (Apr. 14) “Philippine Environment III:
Several Polluting Firms Ordered Closed” ! According to officials,
SANCANCO had been discharging effluent by 3400 mg/l exceeding
the allowable 80 mg/l. Susmaryosep! DENR also said that
SANCANCO has been operating without a permit. 1999 Alex L. Lac-
son BusinessWorld (Jan. 27) “Taxing the Underground Economy,” p. 4
! In the words of one vendor, who loudly remonstrated that what she
earned was not even enough to cover the debts she accumulated as
puhunan: “Susmaryosep!” 2004 [Paulemeric] To Live Without Thinking
(Manila, Philippines) (June 30) “From Acceptable to Exceeds Expecta-
tions” (Int.) ! There are times when she is very funny because she
even translates Filipino terms like “Susmaryosep.”

swangaz n.pl. spoked automobile tire rims. Automotive. Hip-Hop.
1999 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (July 15) “Re: RapCity: UnderHouston”
! H-town is the city of the vehicle fashion show, we got the carfreaks,
hoppers, and the boppers 4REAL. You’ll some shit you aint seen
before i garawn-tee. From candied ‘Lacs on swangaz & vogyes to the
foreign big- bodies with 4 tv’s in the headrests. 2001 Usenet:rec.music
.hip-hop (Oct. 23) “Re: Balls on a Cadillac Brougham?” ! “Bars on a
Cadillac Brougham”...“Also known as swangaz...the first spokes the
precursors to Daytons.” 2005 Kristie Rieken @ Houston Star-
Telegram (Dallas-Fort Worth, Tex.) (July 2) “Texan Paul Wall Shines in
Sea of Rappers” (Int.) ! The rapper, whose real last name is Slayton,
relies on a dizzying array of local vernacular to describe everything
from attractive females (honey dips) to rims (swangaz) and tires
(vogues).

swankienda n. a mansion or large house. Architecture. Texas.
United States. [swanky + Sp. hacienda. Journalist Maxine Mesinger
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is often credited with the
coinage.] This term appears to
be special to the Houston,
Texas, area, but has also spread
elsewhere.
1968 John Ayres Port Arthur News
(Tex.) (July 9) “Supper Tagle Talk,”
p. 4 ! High court judges were a
dime a dozen at the sumptuous 
cocktail-buffet tossed by the law partners Marian Rosen (ex of P.A.)
and Clyde Woody at the Rosen’s swankienda in Houston during the
Texas bar convention last week. 1985 Maxine Mesinger Houston
Chronicle (Tex.) (Mar. 10) “Big City Beat,” p. 5 ! The Malibu
swankienda was still under construction when Tommy lost his battle
with cancer more than two years ago, so he never got to enjoy it.
1989 Late Night with David Letterman (July 25) “Top 10 Names for
the Letterman Estate” in Usenet: alt.fan.letterman (July 6, 2002) (mark
lee) “Top Ten 1989 Pt1”: 2. The Swankienda. 1990 Usenet:
rec.arts.tv.soaps (Nov. 17) “AMC: Just an Observation” ! She had it on
at her swankienda confronting Adamo, and then bopping about Pine
Valley! 2001 Clifford Pugh Houston Chronicle (Tex.) (Jan. 20) “ ‘Miss
Moonlight’ Dies at 75; Columnist Kept Tabs on Celebrities for More
Than 4 Decades,” p. 3 ! In February 1965, the Houston-born colum-
nist landed a rare, exclusive interview with Burt Lancaster (top, left)
in Dallas. Later that year, she and celebrity pal Judy Garland (bottom,
left) were spied sharing a ride on the way to an undisclosed
“swankienda.” 2004 Ken Hoffman, Ben Levine Houston Chronicle
(Nov. 13) “Coined Word Is Reminder of Columnist, Her Colorful Lan-
guage” (Int.) ! I appreciated your “swankienda” reference last week.
Maxine Mesinger was my cousin, and it’s nice to see that her “phrase”
has not been forgotten.

swardspeak n. a cant spoken by Filipino gay and transvestite men.
Philippines. Sexuality. Swardspeak is a mix of Tagalog (Pilipino),
Spanish, English, and other languages spoken in the Philippines
and dates back to at least as early as the 1970s. Swardspeak is
pronounced by Filipinos similar to swards-PEH-ahk.
1990 Donn V. Hart, Harriet Hart Crossroads “Visayan Swardspeak: The
Language of a Gay Community in the Philippines,” vol. 5, no. 2, p. 27
(title). 1995 Anjie Blardony Ureta BusinessWorld (Philippines)
(Oct. 12) “Agot’s Got It,” p. 24 ! It would help if Ms. Isidro toned
down on the swardspeak. It can get a little disconcerting coming from
such a pretty face. 1996 Emily Noelle Ignacio Contemporary Sociology
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(Jan.) “Social Hierarchies,” vol. 25, no. 1, p. 41 ! Marginalization is
further described in Martin Manalansan’s ethnography of baklas
(loosely translated, male transvestites) in Manhattan. Here, he
describes how the appropriation of Spanish, Tagalog, and English into
swardspeak (the bakla language) illustrates that the bakla are neither
on the “inside” nor “outside.” 2003 Jana Evans Braziel Theorizing
Diaspora (Jan. 1), p. 220 ! The swardspeak term ladlad ng kapa
(which literally means “unfurling the cape” and has been unproblem-
atically translated as “coming out”) belies how identity is something
“worn” and not always “declared.” 2005 Bakla. Bakla. Baket Ka
Ginawa? (May 13) “Gay Speaks on ‘Swardspeak’ ” (Int.) ! Isa pa
marahil sa naging dahilan ng pagkalat ng swardspeak “nung sixties at
seventies eh ang pagpapatungkol nito sa isang luluki na feeling ng
“swardspeaker” eh bading din pero hindi aminado: kamiembro ng
federasyon, kafatid sa fananampalataya, among others na learn naman
nating hanggang ngayon eh No. 1 hobby pa ren ng mga “out” na bad-
ing. Ito ang nagpapatunay sa kung gano kahalaga ang “self-identifica-
tion” o paglantad sa mga vading. 2005 Ayn Veronica L. de Jesus
Manila Times (Philippines) (Aug. 1) “The ‘Jologsification’ of
Shakespeare” (Int.) ! Set in the slums of Barangay Verona, Manila
where the jologs culture thrives, the production takes a totally fresh
look at the romance of the star-crossed lovers and their warring
households, dressed in the latest ukay fashion, uttering sonnets pep-
pered with Filipino “swardspeak.”

sweethearting n. the granting of special favors or privileges, espe-
cially to friends or family; in retail, the giving of unauthorized dis-
counts or the abetting of shoplifting or other theft; the giving of
a sweetheart deal. Business. Crime & Prisons. [This is a natural out-
growth from existing uses of the attributive and adjectival sweet-
heart ‘privileged, exclusive, or preferential’ such as in sweetheart
deal ‘a special, exclusive offer or arrangement.’] A more estab-
lished sense of sweethearting is ‘courting or wooing.’
1965 Jerry Landauer Wall Street Journal (Sept. 23) “Coal
‘Sweethearts’: UMW Tolerates Pay, Royalties Below Scale in More Small
Mines,” p. 1 ! In the classic “sweetheart” situation, corrupt union
leaders accept or extort payoffs from employers in exchange for assur-
ing labor peace or winking at contract violations.... [p. 14] The num-
ber of employers paying remarkably low sums into the pension fund
yields one indication of how many pensions “sweethearting” may
threaten. 1987 Paul Moloney Toronto Star (Can.) (Jan. 26) “Chairman
Vows to Expose Thefts at Liquor Stores,” p. A7 ! People come into the
store and buy a bottle at a certain price and the cashier rings up a
different product at a much lower price. They call that sweethearting
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in the trade, and that goes on. 2001 Security (Feb. 1) “Monitoring
System,” vol. 38, no. 2, p. 42 ! POS/EM Plus helps eliminate
employee theft at up to four registers per unit by detecting,
documenting and deterring fraud, collusion, sweethearting, coupon
misredemption and cash theft. 2001 Mike Hendry Smart Card Security
and Applications (Apr. 1), 2 ed., p. 255 ! Insiders, typically employees
of the card issuer or scheme operator, have opportunities to copy,
analyze, or steal data and hardware, or to give special privileges or
benefits to their friends (sweethearting). 2002 David D. Perlmutter
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pa.) (July 10) “The Culture of ‘Unethics,’ ”
p. A9 ! I’m sure he thinks of himself as an honorable man. And so do
they all, big and small:...Bernard Ebbers of WorldCom (suspected of
sweethearting himself a $366 million loan). 2005 Jeff Morris Multi-
channel Merchant (June 1) “Minding the Store,” vol. 22, no. 6, p. 44
! One of the primary methods used by employees is “sweethearting,”
theft carried out by collusion between an employee and a customer. It
is so named because it most often occurs between a cashier and his
family members or friends. With sweethearting, a cashier may fail to
charge the customer for some items or may ring up only one item of a
multiple purchase.

swellbow n. a swollen elbow. Medical. [swell + elbow]
1990 David Rowan Guardian (U.K.) (May 19) “Lingua Franca: Monkey
Business” ! If you fall off your board, you might receive a...swellbow
(a swollen elbow). 2002 Scott Sandell L.A. Times (F36) (May 9) “The
Xs and the Ohs: Athletes’ Expertise Was Needed to Turn Action Sports
Thrills into an IMAX Ride” ! Burnquist has broken 19 bones over the
years and endured countless cases of “swellbow,” from smacking his
elbows. *2005 Med Ad News (June 16) “11th Annual Report on DTC”
(Int.) ! When they skate, they keep falling on their elbows, and there’s
a name for it called swellbow. So we give tip cards that explain what
swellbow is physiologically and what’s happening to their body
anatomically, and then how they can treat it.

swivel chair job n. a desk job; a sinecure or patronage position;
a ROCKING CHAIR JOB. Employment. Often derogatory, especially in
the military.
1911 Lincoln Evening News (Neb.) (Jan. 2) “A Miracle of Re-Birth,”
p. 8B ! Other dilated sarcastically on the difference between a swivel
chair job at the city hall and one which kept the holder thereof on his
feet all day between counters or in factories under conditions calcu-
lated to endow the worker with sore feet, bunions, corns and rheuma-
tism. 1915 Chicago Daily Tribune (June 29) “Twelfth St.
Condemnation Cases Before Court Today,” p. 16 ! For such a citizen

swellbow

348



out of work, the cases offer a swivel chair job at $3 a day. 1920
Gettysburg Times (Pa.) (Dec. 15) “Says Youth Did Not Fire Shot,” p. 3
! Last year a hero, who had had some swivel-chair job during the
war, came up here crowing about his valor. 1927 Syracuse Herald
(N.Y.) (Feb. 27), p. 8 ! Jay F. Gould, Minnesota Game Commissioner,
shows his is no swivel chair job. 1943 N.Y. Times (June 28) “Senator
Assails Big U.S. Payrolls,” p. 27 ! Senator William Langer...charged
yesterday that there are “three-quarters of a million young fellows of
draft age now holding down swivel chair jobs instead of being in the
armed services where they belong.” These young men holding down
“cinch jobs”...are “mostly of rather wealthy parentage and of families
of rather great influence.” 1962 Hal Wood Western Kansas Press (Oct.
6) “Tebbetts to New Cleveland Post,” p. 5 ! Tebbetts subsequently
went with the Braves as a vice president in 1959 and remained there
in that capacity until September of 1961 when he stepped out of that
swivel-chair job to return to the bench as Milwaukee manager.

SWMBO n. a woman in authority; a wife. Acronym. [She who must
be obeyed. The information in the 2004 cite is likely correct as
to the popularization and pronunciation of this term, but the ear-
liest use and probable origin is in the H. Rider Haggard novel She.]
1986 Geoffrey Kenihan Advertiser (Adelaide, Australia) (Oct. 17)
“L’Epicurien Advertising Supplement” ! But to business. She Who Must
Be Obeyed began with Soupe de Poisson Bretonne.... SWMBO and I
can rarely agree about anything these days, so we settled for peaceful
co-existence and a half bottle each to accompany our main courses.
1990 Toronto Star (Apr. 9) “Judi Salem, 52, Managed Law Office,”
p. A11 ! Judi Salem was affectionately known as SWMBO—She Who
Must Be Obeyed. 2004 [Grung] SWIMBO (Canberra, Australia) (July 1)
“Idj’s SWMBO” (Int.) ! SWMBO. It’s pronounced “swimbo.” While we
might be able to take credit for the initialism and pronunciation, the
phrase is actually a phrase Idj first heard and read in the John Mor-
timer series “Rumpole of the Bailey.” In it, Rumpole refers to his wife
as “She Who Must Be Obeyed,” and, yes, you can hear the capitaliza-
tion just as Idj wrote it.
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taco v. especially in cycling, to
bend or fold (a wheel) in the
middle. Sports.
1988 Tom Cuthbertson Anybody’s
Bike Book (June 1), p. 122 ! If the
rim is sprung out of round, so the
wheel looks like a potato chip
(some people say it’s pretzeled,
others say tacoed). 1991 Usenet:
rec.boats.paddle (Oct. 3) “Inflatable Kayaks” ! Flaccid material means
you can’t brace, and you get tacoed in the smallest of holes. 1995
Charles Walbridge Whitewater Rescue Manual (July 1), p. 66 ! When a
canoe or kayak is caught horizontally against two obstructions...if the
current is powerful enough, the boat will be “tacoed,” or folded at the
center and pushed through the opening. 1997 Orange County Register
(Mar. 30) “Hot Bike Trails,” p. K7 ! A little over a year ago, I hit a rock
or something, I went flipping over, I scraped up my face and tacoed
my front rim. 1997 Scott Steepleton L.A. Times (June 13) “Patrol Car
Batters Bike; Rider Upset,” p. B3 ! He ran over the bike and just kept
going.... It tacoed my rims, bent my sprocket and it may have bent the
frame. 2005 Ventura County Star (Calif.) (July 4) “Cycling Through the
Lingo” (Int.) ! Taco: To bend a wheel over on itself into the shape of a
taco.

—tacular suffix in the forming of nouns, ‘an exciting or extrava-
gant event’ associated with the root; in the forming of adjectives,
an intensifier of the root, ‘a lot, great, large, extravagant, exces-
sive.’ [From a resegmenting of spectacular, in which the syllable
tacular splinters off of spec and becomes a combining form. This
true segmenting of the word would ordinarily be spectacul, from
the Latin spectacul-um ‘a show, spectacle, something worth
observing’ and the Latin suffix -ar ‘of a kind; belonging to.’] Terms
created with —tacular tend to be jocular one-offs, though some,
like spooktacular and craptacular, appear to have more endurance.
1958 Lethbridge Herald (Alberta, Can.) (Oct. 28) (in advert.), p. 14
! We’ve scared up a spook-tacular selection of grand buys. 1962
Lima News (Ohio) (Apr. 10) “ ‘Spring-Tacular’ at Bath Friday,” p. 5
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! The Bath High School band...will present its annual “pops” concert,
a “Spring-Tacular.” 1970 Chronic Telegram (Elyria, Ohio) (Nov. 29) (in
advert.), p. 10 ! May’s Christmas Sports-Tacular. 1971 Reno Evening
Gazette (Nev.) (May 18) (in advert.), p. 32 ! Wards Splash-Tacular
30x15# “Leisure Life” Pool with Deluxe Features. 1992 News Record
(North Hills, Pa.) (Aug. 2) “1992 Pittsburgh Three Rivers Regatta
Schedule” ! Digital Music Express Water Ski Tacular. 1994 Usenet:
rec.folk-dancing (Mar. 18) “NEFFA 1994—New England Folk Festival
Schedule” ! Spud-tacular Contras. 1994 Usenet: alt.music.hardcore
(Mar. 23) “GWARs Tour Dates 94” ! Spew-tacular. 1995 Usenet:
rec.arts.comics.misc (Aug. 3) “CBG Price Guide: Threat or Menace”
! Sabrina’s Halloween Spook-tacular. 1996 Usenet: rec.sport.paintball
(Apr. 3) “Re: Which Paint Tastes Best?” ! I like the taste of purple pre-
mium myself. One time, my friend’s brother shot me in the goggles
(Scott Intruders) and it squeezed through the little hole in the cheek.
Dripped to my mouth. Tast-tacular! 1997 Usenet: alt.tv.simpsons
(Dec. 22) “ ‘G’ Rated Simpsons” ! Although the strangling of Bart is
harmless (and VERY old at this point)...the use of the word “craptac-
ular” and the references in Bart’s dream raise a flag or two with the
rating. 1999 Usenet: alt.tv.real-world (June 7) “Re: [RW Ass All-Stars]”
! Miami was Ass-Tacular! 2004 Varsity Online (Nov. 26) “Varsity ’s
End-of-Year List-Tacular” (Int.) (title).

takeout n. the amount of each bet deducted by a horse-racing
track to cover expenses. Gambling. Jargon.
1978 James Golla Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (Jan. 17)
“Backstretch Bookmaking at Racetrack, OPP Charge,” p. P35 ! The
OJC receives 9.5 cents per dollar wagered through the mutuels and
turns back approximately 50 per cent of its takeout to the horsemen
in purses. 2004 Joe Drape N.Y. Times (Apr. 26) “Horse Racing’s
Biggest Bettors Are Reaping Richest Rewards” (Int.) ! In the Kentucky
Derby on Saturday, for example, Churchill Downs will return to
bettors at the track about 82 cents of every dollar wagered in the
form of winnings. The remaining 18 cents, known as the takeout,
will be used to pay for expenses like racing purses, state taxes and
track maintenance.

talent bucket n. especially in sports, a team or pool of skilled
labor; a person’s skill set. Sports.
1985 Volney Meece Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (Jan. 26) “Lemons:
OCU Should Be a ‘Cakewalk’ for Loyola” ! Chieftain personnel wasn’t
too awe-inspiring to start with but OCU was at least competitive until
12 days ago. That’s when the bottom started dropping out of the tal-
ent bucket. 1997 Jennifer Ezzy Daily Telegraph (Sydney, Australia)
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(Mar. 12) “Crime Squads in Talent ‘Bucket,’ ” p. 4 ! The minutes reveal
that some of the 700 detectives will be placed in a “bucket” of talent
and handpicked to work in special “strike forces” according to their
rank and skill. “The organised crime task force program will operate
as a bucket with all staff in it and ‘strike forces’ will be formed from
that bucket.” 1999 Usenet: aus.sport.rugby-league (Aug. 12) “Re: Dr
Who’s Who’s Who of the NG” ! Ted had just about everything the tal-
ent bucket could provide, but he wasted most of it. He’s my pick for
the best natural footballing talent I’ve ever seen. 2000 Robyn Bryson
Orange County Register (Calif.) (July 17) “Reventon Super Estrella
Rocks the Pond,” p. F5 ! The stink bomb of the concert was Paulina
Rubio. Other than attempting to look sexy with a backdrop of
dancers, her talent bucket was empty. 2001 Cathy Fishel Print
(Sept. 1) “The Midwest,” vol. 55, no. 5 ! It’s common knowledge here
that the relatively warmer climes of destinations like San Francisco or
Seattle have poked holes in the Midwestern talent bucket for years.
2005 Joe Strauss St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Mo.) (June 11) “Cards
Insider: Team Shifts Draft Focus, Zero in on Prep Players” (Int.)
! When Cardinals vice president of player procurement Jeff Luhnow
cites the organization’s line of prospects, he refers to the club’s “player
portfolio.” Asked about the team’s board for last week’s player draft,
Luhnow refers to “talent buckets.”

talker n. a much-discussed topic. Media. Politics.
1995 (AP) (Oct. 3) “Kansans Watch as Innocent Verdict Comes in for
Simpson” ! It’s a talker. And people are saying it’s the trial of the cen-
tury. 2001 Jason Carroll CNN (June 29) “Inside Politics: Vice President
Cheney to Undergo Another Heart Procedure” ! Ridiculous? Yes.
Thought-provoking? No, but it’s definitely...a talker in this town.
2002 Bob Longino Atlanta Journal-Constitution (Ga.) (Aug. 23) “At the
Movies: Neo-Nazi Jew Shocks in ‘Believer’ ” ! It’s a talker of a film in
that it can arrest the eyes. A shocker, as some might say. 2004 Betty
Nguyen CNN (Dec. 4) “Saturday Morning: Bush, Musharraf Talk Terror
War” ! It’s a talker, and there are new revelations in the steroid scan-
dal looming over major league baseball. 2005 Trip Jennings @ Hart-
ford, Conn. Republican American (Waterbury, Conn.) (June 18) “Some
Legislators Fish for Votes; Others Are Just Blowing Smoke” (Int.) ! A
small easy-to-overlook bill suddenly became potentially controversial.
In State Capitol parlance, it was a “talker,” which can be a kiss of
death toward the end of the legislative session, when state lawmakers
are trying to ram through hundreds of bills and the threat of a time-
consuming debate can hurt a bill’s shot at success.
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tap-tap n. a truck or van used as an independently operated taxi.
Automotive. French-based Creole. Haiti.
1972 Herbert Gold N.Y. Times Mag. (Mar. 12) “Progress in Haiti: Leop-
ards in Sneakers Instead of Tonton Macoutes,” p. 34 ! I was cheering
them on when a tap-tap, the gaily painted bus, careened into the
crowd and knocked a paper mask flying. 1977 Brigitte Weeks Wash-
ington Post (Apr. 3) “The Haitian Vacation,” p. M1 ! Strange little
buses called “tap-taps,” constructed on flatbed trucks and decorated
over every inch with paintings of flowers, animals, Bible stories and
proverbs, ply along the Avenue des Salines. 1985 Paul Shell Daily
Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (Mar. 13) “Haiti Teaches of Death, Life”
! Once on the road to Aux Cayes we passed a tap-tap (a small pickup
truck) wreck and there was a man laying in the road dead. 2004
Mary McCarty @ Leogane, Haiti Dayton Daily News (Ohio) (Aug. 4)
“Faith Abounds” (Int.) ! She leaves the house at 4 a.m. to catch the
“tap-tap,” one of the privately-owned vans, buses, and trucks that
serve as Haiti’s equivalent of public transportation. The always
crowded tap-taps—coined for the two-tap system for signaling
boarding and exiting—are painted in carnival colors and emblazoned
with hopeful messages such as “God is merciful” and “Love is Eter-
nal.”

teamgym n. a form of group gymnastics that includes trampette,
tumbling, and a choreographed floor routine. Also TeamGym,
Team Gym. Sports.
1999 Nottingham Evening Post (U.K.) (Mar. 24) “Sportsline” ! The
1999 Teamgym Championships take place at Harvey Hadden Sports
Centre this weekend. 2002 Gordon Scott Edinburgh Evening News
(Scotland) (Apr. 18) “Donor’s Cash Is a Boost for Scots,” p. 46 ! Team
Gym involves teams of gymnasts, aged 16 and over, competing in
floor, tumbling and trampette events. *2004 Croydon School of Gym-
nastics (South Croydon, U.K.) (Feb. 28) “Teamgym” (Int.) ! TeamGym
is a relatively new form of gymnastics and has only been in Great
Britain since 1998, when the first British TeamGym Championships
were held in Aldershot.

teeth arm n. a military ’s fighting troops, such as infantry, cavalry,
and armored divisions. Military. United Kingdom. Troops not in the
teeth arm have supporting roles in technical, logistic, and admin-
istrative arms.
1981 A.J. Trythall Journal of Contemporary History (July) “The Downfall
of Leslie Hore-Belisha,” vol. 16, no. 3, p. 395 ! Teeth Arm regiments
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and corps were of course very powerful. For instance, from 1904 to
present, all Army Councillors (or Board Members) have been
Infantry, Cavalry, Tanks, Gunners or Sappers. 1991 Independent
(U.K.) (June 10) “Army’s System No Longer Suited to Today ’s Battle-
fields” ! The six main “teeth” arm units were augmented by soldiers
from 10 other regiments. 1992 Gary Gore (Dec. 15) (Int.) in Morrow
Project Journal (May 24, 1993), vol. 1, no. 1 ! Teeth arm units are an
Armoured Regiment (8th Canadian Hussars), an Infantry Battalion
(1st Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment) and the Canadian Airborne
Regiment. 2003 James Gray (United Kingdom Parliament) (Oct. 16)
“House of Commons Hansard Debates” ! The Royal Logistics Corps
and the Signals also relied significantly on the T[erritorial] A[rmy].
There were lots of other teeth arm people out there—infantry people
and special forces—and all of them were from the TA. 2004 Nowa
Omoigui Omogui.com (Sept. 20) “Who Is General AO Ogomudia” (Int.)
! Signals is a “teeth” arm (in British parlance).... To be a Service
Commander in Nigeria requires that one have the right type of
commission (regular combatant) and belong to a “teeth arm” (i.e.,
Infantry, Artillery, Armour, Combat Engineers, Intelligence, or
Signals).

telltale n. on an automobile’s instrument panel, an indicator that
relays information about the vehicle to the driver. Automotive.
Jargon.
1989 Ralph Ong Electronic Design (Aug. 4) “Design a Minimum-Space
Auto-Instrument Module,” p. 53 ! The telltales for gas, oil, tempera-
ture, and battery voltage—standard, fixed icons that don’t change in
real time—reside in the PROM memory. 1989 Bill Robinson Atlanta
Journal-Constitution (Ga.) (Oct. 15) “Studdard’s Ambition Burns On: At
Age 51, SCCA Driver Wants to Try NASCAR,” p. E26 ! They’ve got a
“tell-tale” tracking needle on the tachometer. Shows you the highest
RPM a driver just reached on the track. 1995 Usenet: rec.autos
.marketplace (Apr. 7) “Re: Reprogramming Digital Odometers” ! The
replacement part turns on a little telltale next to the odometer display
indicating that the part has been replaced. *2004 Bob Wallace Vette
(Aug. 2) “Driving the C6 Shows It Exceeds Expectations” (Int.)
! There’s less clutter on the faces of the tach and speedo since the
idiot lights (Chevrolet refers to them as “telltales”) have been moved
to a space between the two major gauges.

tent pole n. something, such as a commercial undertaking, a story
franchise, or a fictional character, that serves as primary support
(for a company, television program, etc.), especially a blockbuster
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movie that compensates for a studio’s flops. Entertainment. Media.
United States.
1986 Gina Mallet Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (Mar. 27) “As Strat-
ford’s World Turns,” p. P58 ! As the only major industry in town, it is
the tent pole of Stratford’s economy. 1987 Aljean Harmetz @ Holly-
wood (June 4) “Figuring Out the Fates of ‘Cop II’ and ‘Ishtar’ ” ! Mr.
Mancuso describes “Beverly Hills Cop II” as a “tent pole” movie.
Each year Paramount makes several high-budget films “that because
of content, star value or storyline have immediate want-to-see and are
strong enough to support your entire schedule,” he said. “Ishtar” had
none of the strengths of a tent pole. 2003 Hilary Kramer N.Y. Post
(Aug. 10) “H’Wood Mulls Big-Flick Costs” (Int.) ! It’s easy to see how
big movies—called “tent poles” in industry parlance—can be big
risks. “You can’t afford too many tent poles in a year.” 2004 Jennie
Punter Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (May 31) “Studios Scurry to
Make Movies with International Legs,” p. R1 (Int.) ! The industry term
for a movie (usually but not always a franchise flick) that a major
studio expects will be a blockbuster (but often isn’t), “tent pole” is a
particularly evocative buzzword to toss around these days, especially
for those brushing up on ancient texts or history in preparation for a
pitch meeting with a major studio. 2004 Jon Gertner N.Y. Times
(Nov. 14) “Box Office in a Box” (Int.) ! A studio like Fox usually
works on dozens of DVDs at a time—from minor television shows to
$100 million-plus “tent poles” meant to draw everyone in and that
entail a marketing blitz mapped out long beforehand. 2005 Patrick D.
Healy N.Y. Times (Feb. 24) “After Coming Out, a Soap Opera Heroine
Moves On” (Int.) ! She was most astonished that fans elevated Bianca
into one of the serial’s “tent poles”—soap parlance for characters who
hold enormous sway with viewers.

terminal wean n. the intentional reduction of medical life-support,
especially mechanical or supplemental respiration, that permits
a patient to die. Medical.
1992 Robert Zussman Intensive Care: Medical Ethics and the Medical
Profession (July 15), p. 109 ! In twelve cases they performed a proce-
dure called, in only mildly obscurantist language, a “terminal wean.”
(Although neither doctors nor nurses literally “pull the plug,” the pro-
cess is dramatic enough. After a doctor or, more often, a nurse turns
down the respirator setting, death usually follows quickly, most often
in an hour or two.) 1995 Dean Gianakos Chest (Nov. 1) “Terminal
Weaning (from Ventilator Therapy),” vol. 108, no. 5, p. 1405 ! Physi-
cians often withdraw patients from mechanical ventilators when ther-
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apy has been judged futile or the patient requests discontinuation.
Withdrawal occurs in two ways: physicians either extubate patients
immediately or wean them over a period of hours (terminal weaning).
1997 John M. Luce Western Journal of Medicine (Dec. 1) “Withholding
and Withdrawal of Life Support from Critically Ill Patients,” vol. 167,
no. 6, p. 411 ! Of physicians who withdrew ventilators, 33%
preferred the gradual withdrawal of supplemental oxygen and positive
end-expiratory pressure treatment before removing the ventilator, a
process called terminal weaning. 2004 Nell Boyce U.S. News & World
Report (Jan. 12) “Science Calls at the Deathbed,” vol. 136, no. 1, p. 50
! They cover studies on both brain-dead people and “terminal wean”
patients, who still have brain function but will die soon after being
taken off life support. 2005 Marc Lallanilla ABC News (U.S.) (Mar. 21)
“Most End-of-Life Cases Avoid Courtrooms” (Int.) ! Ending the care of
a patient—also known as “terminal wean”—is a decision made daily
in most hospitals.

terp n. an interpreter.
1992 Usenet: bit.listserv.deaf-l (Nov. 25) “Re: Question for All of
You...” ! One of the most pleasant and rewarding contacts we (hus-
band and I) had with deaf signers was at a lunch where one of the
other hearing people who signed (actually a terp, but off duty) was
willing to both sign and voice interpret back and forth for us. 2002
David Zucchino @ Sardak, Afghanistan L.A Times (Oct. 13) “The Untold
War,” p. A1 ! With the help of a helmeted “terp”—an Afghan inter-
preter—the lieutenant explained that he had come to search for Al
Qaeda and Taliban gunmen and weapons. 2004 Linda Robinson U.S.
News & World Report (May 10) “The War in the Shadows,” vol. 136,
no. 16, p. 38 ! The “terp,” as the grunts call their Afghan interpreter,
sums up the atmosphere. 2004 Sabrina Tavernise @ Baghdad, Iraq
Times Argus (Barre, Vt.) (Sept. 19) “Hit Men Target Iraqis Working for
Americans” (Int.) ! Interpreters are referred to as “terps” and are
replaced in a seemingly endless flow of manpower as soon as they are
killed.

therapism n. a culture or an ideal of mental therapy, empathy, or
sharing of feelings, especially as a cure. Health. This term was pop-
ularized, although probably not coined by, novelist Fay Weldon.
1986 Janice G. Raymond A Passion for Friends, pp. 155-56 in Women
Without Men (May 1, 1993) Donald J. Greiner, p. 112 ! Therapism is
an overvaluation of feeling. In a real sense, it is a tyranny of feelings
where women have come to believe that what really counts in their
life is their “psychology.”...We might say that therapism promotes a
psychological hypochondria with women as the major seekers of
emotional health. 1995 Susan C. Jarratt (May 18) “In Excess: Radical
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Extensions of Neopragmatism” in Rhetoric, Sophistry, Pragmatism
Steven Mailloux, p. 216 ! Some are put off by the New Age rhetoric of
crystals, spiritualism, and therapism. 1997 Fay Weldon Guardian
(U.K.) (Jan. 11) “Mind at the End of Its Tether” ! Once we saw our-
selves as serving God, then science, then the state: now we turn
inwards and serve ourselves, worship our individuality. This is what I
mean by Therapism. It is a religion which began a hundred years ago
in the consulting rooms of psychotherapists, and which now, in its
wider social and political context, sweeps all before it. 1998 Fay Wel-
don Harper’s Magazine (May 1) “Where Women Are Women and So
Are Men,” vol. 296, no. 1776, p. 65 ! The first step that women took
in their emancipation was to adopt traditional male roles: to insist on
their right to wear trousers, not to placate, not to smile, not to be
decorative. The first step men have taken in their self-defense is to
adopt the language of Therapism: a profoundly female notion this—
that all things can be cured by talk. 2005 Andrew Ferguson
Bloomberg.com (June 21) “Can U.S. Companies End Emotional Correct-
ness?” (Int.) ! “Therapism,” they write, is a doctrine that “valorizes
openness, emotional self-absorption and the sharing of feelings.”

386 generation n. the age group of South Koreans who were born
in the 1960s, attended university in the 1980s, and are now serv-
ing in positions of power. South Korea.
1999 Korea Herald (Seoul, S. Korea) (Jan. 6) “1999—The Sideways
Year” ! The “386 generation” of people born in the 1960s and the
“shinsedae” of people born in the 1970s will demand changes in tra-
ditional top-down decision making in Korean organizations. 1999
Korea Times (Seoul, S. Korea) (June 11) “Student Activists in 1980s
Gear Up for New Social Movement” ! Many of them were imprisoned
while staging anti-government and unification activities in the 1980s.
They belong to the so-called “386 Generation.” 2004 Kim So-young
Korea Herald (Seoul, S. Korea) (Aug. 19) “Minister Preaches Market
Economy to Lawmakers” (Int.) ! The 386 generation refers to those
who were in their thirties when the term was coined, attended college
in the 1980s and were born in the 1960s. 2004 Kim Gi-hyeon @
Moscow Dong-A Ilbo Daily (Seoul, S. Korea) (Aug. 24) “The Long-Lost
Civilian Revolution” ! The so-called “386-generation” members who
had once led the movement for democracy are now in several govern-
ment positions.

thrillionaire n. a rich person who pursues expensive and dan-
gerous pastimes. Money & Finance. [thrill + millionaire]
[1997 David Gordois News of the World (Apr. 6) “Carole Is Butlin
Thrillionaire!” p. 60 (title).] 1998 Michael Corcoran Austin American-
Statesman (Tex.) (Sept. 19) “Austinites Peek into the Remains of
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Titanic Wreck,” p. E1 ! Thrillionaire Richard Garriott and a handful of
others defied a court order and toured the wreckage of the Titanic last
week. The 37-year-old Origin Systems co-founder paid a reported
$65,000 for the trip. 2005 John Schwartz N.Y. Times (June 14) “Thril-
lionaires: The New Space Capitalists” (Int.) ! The SpaceShipOne flight
made him the best-known member of a growing club of high-tech
thrillionaires, including the Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, who find
themselves with money enough to fulfill their childhood fascination
with space.

throw down n. evidence, especially a weapon, planted by police
on a suspect or at a crime scene. Crime & Prisons. Police. Slang.
A more common meaning of throw down is “a fight.”
1985 Baton Rouge Morning Advocate (La.) (Mar. 20) “Settlement
Approved,” p. 5B ! A Louisiana woman who sued the city because a
“throw-down” gun was planted near her son after he was fatally shot
by police. 1993 Usenet: talk.politics.misc (Mar. 5) “Re: What the Media
Isn’t Saying About Events in Waco” ! This has been a major embar-
rassment for the BATF. They would need to prove what they claim
just to save face. Just like a cop carrying a “throw-down.” 1996 New
Orleans Times-Picayune (La.) (Apr. 21) “Accused Cop Has Record of
Larceny,” p. B1 ! It’s a Saturday night special, judge.... It’s not a mys-
tery that a gun with no serial numbers is used by criminals. It’s used
as a throw-down. 1997 Sydney P. Freedberg Miami Herald (Oct. 3)
“Third Cop Arrested in Miami Gun Case,” p. B1 ! Police in Miami
arrest narcotics Detective Jorge Castello, third officer connected with
“throw down” case, on charges of lying about shooting of homeless
man Daniel Hoban who allegedly pointed gun at officers. 2000 David
Klinger (NPR) (Feb. 15) “Talk of the Nation: Analysis: Growing Problem
of Police Misconduct and Its Impact on Effective Policing” ! Nobody
had a throw-down gun.... if you don’t know the difference between a
backup gun and a throw-down, you have no business talking on this
show, sir. 2002 Stefano Esposito News Tribune (Tacoma, Wash.)
(July 5) “Controversy Dogs Ruston Police Chief” ! He also said Rein-
hold showed some city employees a handgun he called a “throw-
down piece,” a weapon he would plant at the scene if an officer shot
an unarmed suspect. 2004 Lise Olsen Houston Chronicle (Tex.)
(Nov. 13) “Lawyers Claim Officer Planted Gun on Victim,” p. 1 ! Kalli-
nen contends the deputy may have planted an untraceable “throw-
down gun” and emptied Romero’s pockets of other items, including
his cell phone. 2005 William C. Lhotka St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Mo.)
(Mar. 4) “Ex-Officer Is Sentenced in Shooting” (Int.) ! Prosecutor John
Quarenghi hinted throughout the trial that Zeigler had the dope in
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the black bag to use as a “throw down”—street language for planting
evidence on a suspect.

throw red meat v. to appease, satisfy, rally, or excite one’s (polit-
ical) supporters. Politics. United States. Usually transitive: throw
read meat to the lions, the wolves, the sharks, etc.
1958 Salisbury Times (Md.) (Oct. 17) “All They Need Is Red Meat,”
p. 6 ! Will it finally penetrate even the thick heads of rabble-rousers
who have been throwing red meat to lions and hyenas that rabble-
rousers, themselves, can be turned into red meat? 1973 Nick
Thimmesch Sheboygan Press (Wisc.) (Jan. 4) “Spiro Agnew Goes Low
Key,” p. 38 ! His immediate strategy is to cut down the number of
speaking engagements, particularly those fund-raising affairs where
he is obligated to throw red meat out for Republicans hungry to feast
on those no-good Democrats and other bad guys. 1986 Jack W. Ger-
mond, Jules Witcover Seattle Times (Wash.) (Apr. 28) “Linking Libya,
Nicaragua—Bad History, Bad Politics,” p. A8 ! Throwing red meat the
other night to members of the Heritage Foundation, the conservative
think tank, Reagan said: “I hope every member of Congress will
reflect on the fact that the Sandinistas have been training, supporting
and directing as well as sheltering terrorists.” 2004 Stephen Koff
Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio) (July 11) “Senate Debates Gay Marriage
Ban This Week” (Int.) ! The gay-marriage issue could create a minor
sideshow to Kerry’s formal nomination and keep the conservative
Republican base energized during a time when the national political
spotlight will be on Kerry, not Bush. Congressional aides have referred
to it as throwing “red meat” to the base.

thulp v. to overcome in a contest, sport, or fight; to beat, drub, or
subdue; to finish off or exhaust. India. [Often said to be a blend
of “thump to a pulp.”] Usually transitive: to thulp someone or some-
thing.
1991 Usenet: soc.culture.indian (Apr. 20) “Politics & Religion” ! Most
have expressed fervent hopes that the BJP would get badly thulped in
the forthcoming elections. 1992 Usenet: soc.culture.indian (Aug. 22)
“Kaduk’s Revenge” ! He would capture this or the other miscreants
and punish them by “thulping” them and breaking their bones. 1999
New Zealand in India (India) (Oct.-Nov.) “Kiwi Nets, Lost in the City
and Small Town Fame” (Int.) ! I made my bad throat worse by thulp-
ing mint and coffee ice cream. 2001 [phunti] Tulleeho.com (New
Delhi, India) (Oct. 23) “Off Beat Places to Get Smashed In” (Int.)
! Talking of kashmir, one of the best places to get thulped is a house-
boat on dal lake.... you let the houseboat owner know what you
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wanted to eat in the next meal and they made it. being a veg had
some downsides but still they rose magnificently to the task. liquor is
freely available in the valley. 2002 Vinay Kamat Times of India
(June 1) “The Serial Killer Waits to Draw First Blood” ! In Italy,
unknown Cameroon thulped Maradona’s boys 12 years ago in the
World Cup opener. *2004 Saras 97—IIT Madras (Apr. 4) “IIT M Slang”
(in IIT Madras, India) (Int.) ! Thulp—Comes from “THUmp into
puLP.” To beat the shit out of something. 2004 [lakesidey] Coffee
Time (India) (Oct. 11) “Strenuous Sunday” (Int.) ! I went for a quiz
(and was thulped in embarrassing fashion after making the finals
with inordinate ease). *2004 Ganga Hostel IIT Madras (Dec. 20)
“Lingo...and All That ‘Fart ’ ” (in Madras, India) (Int.) ! Thulp: extremely
widely connotative word—from physically beat to mentally exhaust
with everything in between. 2005 Usenet: comp.dsp (May 5) “Really
OT: Ann Coulter Heckler Responds!” ! Basically this was a story of
University of Texas student Ajay Raaj heckling Ann Coulter during a
Q/A session and getting thulped by cops.

thumper n. a grenade launcher; (hence) a gun known more for
its power or noise than for its precision; any gun. United States.
[1986 Joe Doggett Houston Chronicle (Tex.) (Nov. 20) “Is the .270
Caliber the ‘Top Gun’ of Texas?” p. 10 ! The .243 has excellent accu-
racy, minimal recoil, and surprising clout (with a 100-grain factory
bullet), making it a good choice for a light-framed youngster or lady,
or any shooter skittish of “kick.” But it’s not the buck-thumper that
the bigger guns are.] 1989 Barbara Reynolds USA Today (Jan. 27)
“Fear Is Knowing an AK-47 Owner,” p. 11A ! I’ve had to join the arms
race and get a “thumper,” a 40 mm over-the-shoulder grenade
launcher. 1992 Peter Hernon St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Mo.) (June 2)
“Gang Slang Police Compile New Glossary of Street Talk,” p. 1A ! That
banger’s thumper is a double-deuce, and he packs a gauge. Transla-
tion: That gang member’s pistol is a .22, and he carries a shotgun.
1994 Usenet: rec.guns (Apr. 7) “Re: Charter Arms Bulldog 44spl.” ! To
make things even more out of balance, the Ruger has a .449! bore. It
is a real shooter tho when .455! bullets are used and I use it for my
“thumper” loads. 1995 Usenet: rec.games.mecha (Oct. 18) “New Cap-
pellan Mech!” ! Originally the designers wanted to mount a “long
tom” or a “thumper” as the mech’s “main gun” but these proved far
too “large” so they settled for the Schlong 2,000 Large Pulse Laser.
1996 Usenet: rec.guns (June 16) “Re: HARD KICKING 45-70’s & 444
Marlins” ! The key to shooting any powerful gun, and especially a
thumper, is to roll with it, not fight it. 2004 [Mugzi AKA Mugzilla]
Raptalk.net (June 30) “Re: i guess i’ll be tha first...” (Int.) ! what is
30/30? what do that mean? well it’s a protector a pumkin buster a
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thumper a wig splitter meaning a Heater. 2004 Matt O’Connor, David
Heinzmann Chicago Tribune (Aug. 7) “Patterson Virulently Answers
Charges” (Int.) ! Aaron Patterson brokered a heroin deal and talked of
his need to acquire “thumpers,” street slang for guns, federal prosecu-
tors alleged Friday.

thunder run n. a high-speed military convoy using offensive tac-
tics and heavy weaponry to reach a destination; generally, a route
or trip involving extreme effort or danger. Military. [The etymo-
logical information in the 2001 citation is unverified. There is a
theatrical device also called a thunder run, a trough down which
cannonballs are rolled in order to simulate the sound of thun-
der.] This term dates from at least as early as the Vietnam War.
1971 Lima News (Lima, Ohio) (Nov. 27) “Bugle Notes: Limalanders in
Service,” p. 10 ! He participated in Operation Thunder Run in which
the company set the tonnage mile and maintenance record in running
two truck convoys from its home base at Frankfurt, Germany, to
Alconbury and Warrington in England. 1986 Michael Precker
(Aug. 4) “Bush, Entourage Visit Sinai Peacekeepers,” p. 1A ! Another
pastime is provided by the base’s 14 bars, including at least one oper-
ated by each national contingent. “When you hit them all in one
night, they call it the Thunder Run,” said Sutton, a truck driver who
delivers supplies to remote outposts in the desert. 1991 Rich Roberts
L.A. Times (June 19) “The Other Side of the Kern ‘March Miracle’
Means Plenty of Water, But Plenty of Water Means Danger,” p. 6 ! The
Kern is designated a national “Wild and Scenic River.”...That is fol-
lowed by the Upper Kern, a series of several defined runs. The last
takeout is at Riverside Park in town. The sections vary from Class III
to IV, with one Class V portion—Thunder Run. 2001 Kregg P. Jor-
genson Very Crazy, G.I.! (Jan. 30), p. 205 ! They were called Thunder
Runs, high-speed gauntlet races by the mechanized infantry units of
the army’s 1st Infantry Division along Highway 13, northwest of
Saigon. The tactic was used to throw off the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese Army units, which had frequently staged ambushes along
the remote highway and the secondary roads that fed into it. The
name Thunder Run came from the Big Red One’s fire support
bases—named Thunder One, Thunder Two, and Thunder Three—
that dotted the route from Quan Loi south to Lai Khe. 2003 Ralph
Kinney Bennett Tech Central Station (May 13) “Tanks for the Memory”
(Int.) ! One of the enduring images of the recent war in Iraq is a col-
umn of M-1A1 Abrams tanks barreling down the streets of Baghdad
on a “thunder run,” deep into the city. 2004 Simon Dunstan Vietnam
Tracks (Mar. 1), rev. ed., p. 84 ! At night the outposts scattered along
the route, consisting of a few vehicles and an infantry squad, were
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vulnerable to attack, so continuous patrols known as “thunder runs”
were maintained. A run involved AFV’s moving in column with tanks
in the van and other vehicles at close intervals, moving at high speed
and undertaking “reconnaissance by fire” along the roadsides to trig-
ger potential ambushes.... As in all operations in Vietnam, it was
essential to avoid establishing a pattern while “thunder running.”
2004 John Kifner N.Y. Times (May 11) “The Marines Enter Falluja, with
Peace Their Aim” (Int.) ! The plan for the convoy had gone through a
number of permutations. At first it was seen by planners as a show of
strength, with preparations worthy of a major invasion, including
tank support and air cover—a “thunder run,” as they called it, into
the city. 2004 Tommy Franks American Soldier (July 1), p. 517
! “Looks to me like a ‘Thunder Run,’ ” I said, recalling
reconnaissance-in-force operations of that name I’d seen near the Y
Bridge in Vietnam in 1968.... A “Thunder Run” was a unit of armor
and mechanized infantry moving at high speed through a built-up
area like a city. The purpose was to either catch the enemy off guard
or overwhelm him with force. 2005 Sean D. Naylor DefenseNews.com
(U.S.) (Mar. 21) “Making the Best Tank Better” (Int.) ! Tucker cited an
Abrams with the 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) that took part
in the first “thunder run” into Baghdad as an example.

tick-tacker n. at a horse track, a person (often a tout) who com-
municates information to others by hand signals. Slang. Sports.
[1926 Bert E. Collyer Washington Post (Aug. 6) “Collyer Gives Sprinter
Chance,” p. 14 ! The lads who fondle the ticktack clocks—when most
of us are warming feathers—slip me this as the “best sprinter at
Coney Island.”] 1988 Steve Crawley Sun Herald (Sydney, Australia)
(May 1) “How Two Fingers Strode the Turf,” p. 110 ! They were the
days of meat pies and trams, of the Flat and the Leger. Tick-tackers.
“You could sit on the sidelines and watch forever,” said Bert. 1995
Max Presnell Sydney Morning Herald (Australia) (June 23) “Just Like a
Day at Manchester, and Look What Happened To It,” p. 60 ! Perhaps
the tick-tackers—sharp little blokes with white gloves who conveyed
betting information with their hands from vantage points—and a few
other key ingredients were missing, but the feel was similar.... Tick-
tackers were tolerated on British tracks long after being barred in
Australia because the racing over there needed the custom. 2004 Max
Presnell Sydney Morning Herald (Australia) (June 24) “Randwick’s Last
Tout: Nine Tips But None the Winner” (Int.) ! Tick-tackers lasted
longer. Usually wearing white gloves for better visibility, tick-tackers
conveyed prices from one enclosure to another by hand signals.
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tie-down n. one of a series of questions that encourage a customer
to agree to a purchase. Business.
1985 Washington Post (Oct. 15) “The Pitch” ! The Tie-Down. The
“don’t you agree?” or “isn’t that so?” attached to a statement: “You can
change your life, don’t you agree?” It softens the presumptuousness of
a statement, and builds agreement. 1990 Dennis McCann The Art and
Science of Resort Sales (July 1), p. 33 ! When making your presenta-
tion you can keep guests involved with the use of “tie downs.” Finish
statements with, isn’t it? doesn’t it? wouldn’t you? The tie down
requires an answer from your guests. 2005 Mike Adams Self SEO
(July 2) “An Internet Marketing Secret: Using Tie Downs to Increase
Sales” (Int.) ! One very old direct sales principle is to get people to
say yes to multiple little questions. This gets them agreeing with you
and also gets them used to saying yes. Psychologically, they will then
be more likely to say yes when you ask for the sale. One sales tech-
nique for achieving that is the tie-down.

tiger kidnapping n. the abduction or holding of a hostage to
persuade another person to aid in a crime. Crime & Prisons.
1995 Grania Langdon-Down Financial Times (U.K.) (Apr. 8) “On the
Trail of the Fraudsters,” p. II ! In western Europe the threat is more
from “tiger” kidnaps, in which, for example, the wife of a bank man-
ager is held hostage to force him to open the safe. 1999 Tony Thomp-
son Observer (U.K.) (Nov. 14) “Gangs Bring Wave of Kidnaps to
Britain,” p. 12 ! More than 80 per cent of “tiger” kidnappings involve
ethnic minorities. There has been a particular problem with Chinese
nationals who have entered the country illegally. They are often
snatched by gangs linked to the Triads and then their families in
China are pressured into paying a ransom. 2002 Mo Hayder The
Treatment (Feb. 19), p. 5 ! “It isn’t a custody kidnap. He’s their
child—no exes involved.” “A tiger then?” “Not a tiger either.” Tiger
kidnaps meant ransom demands and the Peaches were not in an
extortionist’s financial league. 2002 Ruth O’Callaghan Sunday Times
(London, Eng.) (Dec. 22) “Tiger Kidnapping—the New Threat—Small
Business” ! Gardai call such incidents, where a hostage is taken and
forced to help thieves, tiger kidnapping. 2005 Jonathan McCambridge
Belfast Telegraph (N. Ireland) (Jan. 12) “Anatomy of a Bank Robbery”
(Int.) ! Police intelligence reports and underworld crime gangs share
the same use of terminology—a tiger kidnapping is what they both
call a crime where a hostage is held to force the victim to take part in
a robbery.... The origins of the tiger kidnapping spread back well over
two decades. The term was first used in London for a particular type
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of crime against illegal immigrants, usually from the Middle East.
When these immigrants reached London they were kidnapped by
armed gangs who told their families back home that their relatives
would be killed unless large ransoms were paid.

time famine n. across a society, a lack of free or leisure time. Busi-
ness. Jargon.
1986 Jolie Solomon Wall Street Journal (Apr. 21) “Working at Relax-
ation: In Spite of Unprecedented Affluence, Americans Labor to Find
the Time for Leisure Pursuits” ! “Time famine,” as some sociologists
call it, is an extraordinary paradox. Despite shorter workdays, the
proliferation of labor-saving devices and unmatched financial
resources, true leisure remains elusive. 2004 Carol Kleiman Houston
Chronicle (Tex.) (July 2) “Flexibility Is Cure for ‘Time Famine’ ” (Int.)
! In the institute’s study, a new phrase is referred to what seems to
reflect the condition of many working people: It’s “time famine.” The
research shows that “67 percent of employed parents say they don’t
have enough time with their husbands or wives—up from 50
percent in 1992—and 55 percent say they don’t have enough time
for themselves.”

tiny heart syndrome n. cowardice; reluctance to fight or to fully
commit (to an undertaking or challenge). Military.
2000 Usenet: alt.sport.weightlifting (July 14) “Re: OT—Endurance Train-
ing” ! The only people who don’t are mostly people who aren’t trying.
They called it THS, or tiny heart syndrome when I was in basic.
2004 [Whitey] MilitaryForums.co.uk (Mar. 28) “Bush Takes Heat for
WMD Jokes” (Int.) ! They found the WMD. Saddam had them in his
arse. No I thought the joke could have been made funnier. In bad
taste? Well if you are a queer with teeny tiny heart syndrome. Our
military bitched for 12 years for a war, they got one, a good one too,
so I don’t think it was a bad joke. 2005 John F. Burns @ Baghdad,
Iraq N.Y. Times (Mar. 21) “There Are Signs the Tide May Be Turning on
Iraq’s Street of Fear” (Int.) ! The complaints among American officers
about “tiny heart syndrome”—a caustic reference to some Iraqi units’
unwillingness to expose themselves to combat—have diminished.

tip drill n. an unattractive person, male or female, esp. one who
is used for sex or money. Derogatory. Hip-Hop. Sexuality. United
States. [There are two supposed etymologies circulating. Neither
can be verified. One says tip drill refers to a practice routine by
the same name in basketball or football, in which the ball is
quickly passed, bounced, or rebounded from player to player. The
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other says it refers to the power tool of the same name, which
has a twisted head but a smooth shaft or body. The latter may
be influenced by tool, a derogatory name for someone who is
dense, easily taken advantage of, or otherwise operating at a sub-
par capacity.]
2003 Nelly Da Derrty Versions: The Reinvention (Nov. 25) “E. I. [Tip-
drill Remix]” (Int.) ! I said it must be ya ass cause it ain’t ya face/I
need a tip drill, I need a tip drill.... It must be ya money, cause it ain’t
ya face/You a tip drill, nigga you a tip drill. 2004 [Dr. Jo Koster’s
WRIT 102 Class] @ Winthrop Univ. Winthrop Slang Dictionary Spring
2004 (Rock Hill, S.C.) (Int.) ! tip drill A girl or boy that is unattractive
from the neck up but is good enough to have sexual intercourse with.
Used by African Americans and appropriated by some whites. 2004
[GullyNotRude] FromTheHeart (May 11) “This Not Beef This Turkey”
(Int.) ! My dumb ass friend told ugly boy I like him I think I’m like
hell the fuck naw, so I wrote ugly a letter telling his dumb ass why I’m
looking at him and hes not cute to me. He took it to the heart, hey
who could blame him, I called him a TIP DRILL. 2004 Nick Kiewik
The Productivity Vortex (Lexington, Va.) (May 15) “Hate the Player, Not
the Game” (Int.) ! How can he really respect those guys when he
knows they’re all hung like frightened hamsters? Obviously Condol is
not “hung” in any fashion, but yo that tip drill can eat a.... 2004
Ytasha Womack Chicago Tribune (May 26) “The Beat Goes On” (Int.)
! “If you take offense, it’s like you’re saying you are a tip drill,” a
street term for a woman in whom men only have a sexual interest.

tip-on n. a promotional item, such as a magnet or game piece,
affixed to the cover of a publication. Advertising. Jargon.
1993 Susan Hovey Folio (Mar. 1) “Special Promotions Boost Local
Newsstand Sales,” p. 15 ! One tactic is the tip-on, a small paper
square affixed to the cover that highlights an article of interest to
readers in that area. 1998 Mary Cowlett PR Week (June 19) “A Clean
Start for Pore Perfect,” p. 8 ! Attenborough also distributed postcards
with tip-on samples in cinemas and used the Clothes Show Live in
December and the Cosmopolitan Show in April to demonstrate the
product to the public. 2001 Lee Hammel Worcester Telegram &
Gazette (U.K.) (Apr. 6) “Phone Book Advertisers Reach Out in New
Ways,” p. A1 ! Bell Atlantic, which merged with GTE to form Verizon
last summer, began offering what Verizon Information Services calls a
“magnetic tip-on” on the front cover of the phone book about a year
and a half ago, according to spokeswoman Heidi Jaquish. 2004
Richard Prior Financial News & Daily Record (Jacksonville, Fla.)
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(Aug. 11) “Attorneys Favor High-Visibility Advertising” (Int.) ! One firm
has taken the whole back page; another is featured on the spine. A
refrigerator magnet—or “tip-on,” in BellSouth parlance—is adhered
to the front.

TMPMITW n. the president of the United States of America. Acro-
nym. Politics. Slang. United States. [the most powerful man in the
world]
2002 Ben Domenech The Ben File (Oct. 10) “The Real West Wing”
(Int.) ! Outside of the occasional state visit, there’s really only bustle
when POTUS or VPOTUS (TMPMITW) walk through. It’s good
when you don’t hear anything—that means nothing’s wrong. 2004
Spectre AWOL (Apr. 7) “Yousa Tinkin Yousa People Gonna DIE?” (Int.)
! As an added bonus, Jar Jar McClellan has a way of distilling the
complex philosophies and intellectual reasonings of TMPMITW (The
Most Powerful Man in the World) into digestible bites while still con-
veying the nuance and thoughtfulness underneath. 2004 Joseph Curl
Wonkette (Washington, D.C.) (May 5) “WH Pool Report: The President
Never Did Get His Morning Papers Edition” (Int.) ! As your pool stood
around in the parking lot of the Somerset Inn on W. Big Beaver Road,
waiting for TMPMITW, Scott McClellan got an early-morning brief-
ing about the news from yeoman Josh Deckard, who pointed out
important passages as he handed the press secretary a ream of paper.

toe-popper n. a small antipersonnel land mine that tends to
wound the feet and legs. Military.
1967 L.A. Times (Dec. 14) “Booby Traps Taking Toll in Vietnam” (in
Washington, D.C.), p. F4 ! “Toe-popper wounds”—in which toes are
explosively amputated—are a typical result of ingenious booby traps
used by the Viet Cong in Vietnam. 2002 David H. Hackworth Steel
My Soldiers’ Hearts (May 7), p. 17 ! The VC use anything and every-
thing to build their devil’s devices. There were toe poppers—normally
a single bullet no bigger than a pencil, set on top of a nail; step on it,
and the bullet is pushed down into the nail and fired through your
foot. 2003 Capital (Annapolis, Md.) (Mar. 23) “Afghan Air Base Heav-
ily Mined, Hazardous” (in Bagram, Afghanistan), p. A2 ! Nearly a quar-
ter-century of fighting has left Bagram littered with mines and
unexploded ordnance, from the tiny, flesh-shredding toe-popper land
mines to rusting 500-pound Soviet bombs sticking out of the fields
just beyond the runway. 2005 Potomac News (Woodbridge, Va.)
(May 16) “Lane Ranger” (Int.) ! The practice mines were not fully
charged and most were defused, Hall said. “The army referred to
them as ‘toe poppers.’ ”
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toe-touch n. a trip taken by a reporter merely to acquire the proper
dateline on a story, even though all reporting is done somewhere
else or by someone else. Jargon. Media.
2003 Jack Shafer Slate (May 23) “Rick Bragg’s ‘Dateline Toe-Touch’ ”
(Int.) ! Visiting a scene just long enough to claim a dateline for an
article based on somebody else’s uncredited reporting—let’s call it a
“dateline toe-touch”—may not be as egregious as writing stories date-
lined Palestine, W.Va., without leaving your Brooklyn apartment, as
Jayson Blair did. 2003 N.Y. Times Co. Siegal Committee Report
(July 30), p. 28 (Int.) ! When a correspondent travels, it should be to
report for the newspaper. If deadline constraints mean that the
reporter will make no significant contribution to someone else’s work,
we should skip the trip—the “toe touch” that serves only to justify a
dateline artificially beneath the byline. 2004 Greg Mitchell, Joe
Strupp @ NYC Editor & Publisher (Mar. 9) “ ‘E&P’ Puts Readers’ Ques-
tions to Jayson Blair” (Int.) ! You talk a lot about the practice back
then of the “toe-touch”—someone reporting a story from their home
desk and then traveling only briefly to the city where the story is set
just to “get the dateline.” You say editors “often” ordered that to be
done.

tomato can n. an inferior boxer. Slang. Sports. United States.
1955 Jack Gregson N.Y. Herald Tribune (Nov. 6) “A Glossary of Fight
Terms for TV Fans,” p. 23 (Int.) in ADS-L (Dec. 10, 2001) Barry Popik
“War on Poverty (1955); The Way It Is; Fight Terms” ! “Tomato
Can”—an inferior fighter. This reference is generally made by one
manager describing another manager’s fighter. [1983 Globe and Mail
(Toronto, Can.) (Feb. 11) “Boxer Cannot Find His Size,” p. P19 ! I’ve
learned my lesson the hard way. I don’t want to end up looking like a
tomato can when my career is over.] 1987 Jack Fiske San Francisco
Chronicle (Calif.) (Aug. 5) “Now Everyone Wants to Take a Shot at
Foreman,” p. 61 ! Carlos DeLeon’s one-round KO of a tomato can,
who quit after a hook to the body, on the Tyson-Tony Tucker card,
was not conclusive enough to showcase him as a future opponent for
Tyson. 2004 Dave Hackenberg Toledo Blade (Ohio) (May 4) “Nonde-
script Heavies Make Tyson Interesting” (Int.) ! McBride is, to be gra-
cious, a journeyman. In boxing parlance he is a tomato can. He hasn’t
fought anyone, to speak of, yet has kissed plenty of canvas.

tom-walkers n.pl. stilts.
1921 Paul Stevenson Atlanta Constitution (Ga.) (Aug. 6) “ ‘Tom Walker’
Fad Hits Oakland City; Kids Stepping High,” p. 4 ! What are “Tom
walkers,” you say? Why, bless your heart, don’t go talking about
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“stilts” out there in Oakland City. They are “Tom walkers” to every-
body and every kid. 1925 Harry Harrison Kroll A Comparative Study of
Upper and Lower Southern Folk Speech (George Peabody College for
Teachers, Tenn.) (Aug.), p. 77 ! Tom-walkers. Stilts. “We been walking
on Tom-walkers to-day.” 1961 Jim Baker Coshocton Tribune (Ohio)
(Apr. 29) “The American Journal,” p. 6 ! “Tin Can Tom Walkers.”
Time was when tin cans were as useful after being emptied as they
were before. Yesterday’s children used cans for many playthings—
things like “tom walkers.” A good “tromp” collapsed the can firmly
around the heel, where it clung tightly until kicked off against a curb-
stone. 1974 Daily Times-News (Burlington, N.C.) (Apr. 19), p. B15
! Kenneth klops around on stilts, or some people still call them Tom-
walkers.

toolie n. in Australia, an older man who preys on or interferes with
teenagers celebrating the end of final year secondary school
exams. Australia. Derogatory. Education. Slang. [Perhaps related to
tool ‘a stupid person’ by comparison with schoolie ‘a student cel-
ebrating the end of final year exams.’ Alternately, it could be influ-
enced by tool v., ‘to drive (an automobile); to cruise (around),’ par-
ticularly given the predatory undertones of toolie.]
2002 Tracey Gibbons Sunday Mail (Queensland, Australia) (Nov. 24)
“Teenagers Blame ‘Toolies,’ ” p. 4 ! Schoolies say the violence on the
Gold Coast in the past week has been caused by “toolies”—the name
they use for the older gatecrashers ruining their party. 2003 (AAP)
(Australia) (May 11) “State Government to Crack Down on Schoolies”
(in Brisbane) ! “The big problem is the sleazy predators who try to
take advantage of our kids—‘toolies,’ as the schoolies call them. I
don’t need to spell out that teenage girls are particularly vulnerable to
these creeps.” 2004 CBC (Canada) (Nov. 27) “Australia’s ‘Schoolies’
Warned About Drinking” (in Sydney, Australia) (Int.) ! About half of
those arrested have been people referred to as “toolies,” older men
who take advantage of the Schoolies Week celebrations.

tools of ignorance n. a baseball catcher’s mask, shin guards, and
chest padding. Sports. United States.
1936 Arcadia Tribune (Calif.) (May 2) “Breadmen to Face Locals,” p. 1
! Leroy Zimmerman, star local high school graduate, will perform on
the mound for the Corpe squad with Max Purcell donning the tools
of ignorance to handle his slants. 1937 Bob Ray L.A. Times (Mar. 27)
“The Sports X-Ray,” p. A11 (Int.) in ADS-L (June 3, 2004) Barry Popik
“Sometimes you eat the bear...” (1904); ‘Tools of Ignorance’ ” ! Ball
players call a catcher’s paraphernalia “the tools of ignorance.” 2003
Vince Staten Why Is the Foul Pole Fair? (Apr. 1), p. 266 ! Bresnahan’s
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shin guards were the final pieces of the “tools of ignorance,” that
great descriptive phrase for the catcher’s equipment. There are con-
flicting stories about who came up with that wonderful moniker:
Some sources credit Herold “Muddy” Ruel, a Senators catcher who
caught for Walter Johnson and later became a lawyer. The more
likely—and earlier—story, from the “Diamond Jargon” column in the
August 1939 issue of Baseball Magazine accepts Yankee catcher Bill
Dickey as the true author. Dickey supposedly coined the term while
donning his gear and brooding over why anyone would want to be a
catcher in July heat. I like the Dickey story because it was published
sixteen years before the Ruel claim.

top-hatting n. in roulette and casino gambling, the surreptitious
placing of a bet after the outcome has been decided; PAST-POSTING.
Gambling.
1990 Oliver Gillie Independent (U.K.) (July 9) “Self-Delusion Keeps
the Chips Going Down,” p. 4 ! The most common form of cheating is
top-hatting. One of a team creates a diversion during the pay-off in
roulette while another member of the team slips a late bet on the
winning number. [1992 Mark Honigsbaum Guardian (U.K.) (Jan. 4)
“Lingua Franca Poker-Faced Diplomats” ! The sages at Binion’s say the
fastest way to make a buck is by top-hatting, or marking the back of
the cards with your fingernails.] 2000 Tefo Mothibeli Business Day
(S. Africa) (Apr. 27) “Stopping Illegal Gambling May Net Gauteng Mil-
lions” ! The long-term goal of the unit is to be involved in the han-
dling of crimes peculiar to the gambling industry as a whole.
Examples of these would be late betting, top hatting, theft of credit
cards from slot machines and theft of jackpot cups. 2005 Justin Dav-
enport Scotsman (Glasgow, Scotland) (Aug. 9) “Gang Guilty of Swin-
dling Casinos with ‘Top Hatting’ Deception” (Int.) ! The film, which
played a part in all three men pleading guilty, showed “top hatting”—
dropping chips onto a gaming table a split second after the roulette
ball has dropped—in slow motion. The deception relies on the dealer,
casino inspector, security staff and other players all being distracted
at the vital point when the ball drops.

totopo n. a baked corn tortilla. Food & Drink. Mexico. Spanish. United
States.
1986 Toronto Star (Can.) (Oct. 4) “Let Hot Bean Soup Kick Off Fiesta”
(recipe) ! 8 totopo (corn chips) crumbled. *2004 [Ricardo J.
Salvador] Culture and Society of México FAQ “What Is the Recipe for the
Tortilla?” (Int.) ! A totopo is a tortilla that is made with salt in the
dough and is then baked dry, rather than pliable. This toasted tortilla
was made specifically for travellers, as it keeps without spoiling.
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*2004 [Marcela Coronado Malagón] Unidad de Estudios Sobre Empre-
sas, Migración y Empleo en el Campo (UESEMEC) (Universitaria, Méx-
ico) “La Guerra del Totopo” (Int.) ! El totopo es una especie de tortilla
tostada de maíz de diversos tamaños, elaborado con masa de maíz
preferentemente de la variedad zapalote, maíz criollo de la región.

totty shot n. a picture or brief broadcast of a (nude, semi-nude,
or attractive) woman, used to appeal to male readers or view-
ers. Entertainment. Media. United Kingdom. [totty ‘girl or woman,
esp. one who is loose, or a prostitute.’]
1998 Stephen Plaice Guardian (U.K.) (Oct. 24) “Through the
Spyhole,” p. 4 ! Soft-porn totty-shots happily co-exist on cell walls
with baby-snaps and postcards. 2003 Andrew McGuinness Campaign
(U.K.) (Apr. 25) “Dad—An Expert’s View,” p. 10 ! I was particularly
impressed that they even managed to get the lads’ mags stalwart of a
naked “totty shot” in, even if it was rather worthily dressed up in an
advice column from a midwife. 2004 Mark Campanarios
Football365.com (U.K.) (June 11) “Euro 2004: Reasons It ’s Going to Be
Ace” (Int.) ! The Totty Shots. Lest I be accused of sexism here, that is
the unofficial slang term for the shot of a woman in the crowd used
to spice up TV coverage.

trace v. to swear or to curse (at someone or something). English-
based Creole. Jamaica.
2001 Barbara Blake Hannah Jamaica Observer (Kingston, Jamaica)
(Aug. 22) “Memories of a Summer Music Festival” (Int.) ! As that
genre of Jamaican music has increased in popularity, the style has
become one of tenement-yard-style tracing, and those Jamaicans who
are accustomed to a daily life in which such “tracing matches” are
commonplace, applaud the winners who act out their hate battles on
the dance hall stage. 2001 Jamaica Gleaner (Kingston, Jamaica)
(Aug. 23) “Montel Talk!” (Int.) ! Tracing war. A who upset
CeCile?...Massa all under the hair dryer she a cuss and carry on.
2002 [Mad Bull] The Mad Bull’s Blog (Sept. 5) “A Happy Ending!”
(Int.) ! She got a warning that she’d be evicted if she didn’t pay her
rent within a certain time. She had paid her rent, however, and checks
with her bank indicated that the cheque had been encashed fairly
promptly too. She therefore wrote her landlord a letter “tracing him
off” as we say here...(cussing him out). 2002 Peach @ Brooklyn, N.Y.
Brown Angel Dancehall Heaven (Oct. 2) (Int.) ! I know I went over-
board and went against my own rules for dissing that little “punk”
but I had to get those jokes off my chest. See how the “punk” just
knew it was me who banned his narrow minded butt and it wasn’t
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even me. I informed Capone to never take a post off if a person is
tracing me. 2004 Lloyd B. Smith Jamaica Observer (Kingston,
Jamaica) (May 18) “What’s in a Word?” (Int.) ! Then again, Jamaicans
love to “trace” (verbally attack someone) and there is no other way to
win this war of words than to resort to the use of bad words.

trapo n. a traditional politician believed to be corrupt. Derogatory.
Philippines. Politics. Tagalog. [< Tgl. ‘dirty rag, old rag’ < Span.
‘cleaning cloth.’]
1990 Economist (U.K.) (June 16) “Philippines; At Arm’s Length” (in
Manila), p. 37 ! In theory, at least, Mrs. Aquino has declared her
political debts either paid or cancelled: Kabisig can now provide a
platform for cleaner forms of political ambition than those of the
trapos. 1991 Henry F. Carey Christian Science Monitor (Boston, Mass.)
(Aug. 19) “Aquino’s Challenge: Electoral Reform,” p. 18 ! In the 1987
legislative elections, the National Movement for Free Elections (NAM-
FREL)—which exposed President Ferdinand Marcos’s attempts to rig
the 1986 elections—did not contest the election of many traditional
politicians, derogatorily called trapos (Tagalog for “dirty rag”). 2004
Dean Jorge Bocobo Philippine Commentary (Philippines) (May 31)
“Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak No Evil” (Int.) ! The very term
“trapo” must have been invented because of Jose de Venecia. A trapo
through and through even before trapo entered the lexicon, he was
already a trapo in Ferdinand Marcos’s Batasang Pambansa, the mar-
tial law era “parliament.”

Trashcanistan n. Afghanistan; any poor Middle Eastern country
or central Asian republic. Politics. Slang.
1994 Usenet: alt.folklore.urban (Apr. 6) “Re: Laser Tattoo=NPR Hoax?
Gotta Be...” ! The story from 1992 was unprecedented strife in an
obscure republic in Central Asia, “Trashcanistan.” 2000 Michael Sivy
Money Magazine (Jan. 1) “Forecast 2000 Profits Are Strong. Inflation Is
Tame. Are We in a New Era? Sure. But You Still Need a Smart Strategy
to Cash In,” pp. 63+ ! Be sure to have exposure to international econ-
omies. You don’t have to buy shares in the Trashcanistan Fund to be a
global investor. 2003 Scott Baldauf The Nation (NYC) (Apr. 28) “Letter
from Afghanistan,” p. 24 ! Outside the wire surrounding their bases,
soldiers jokingly trade names for their temporary home: Trashcan-
istan, Asscrackistan. 2003 Robert Kirby Salt Lake Tribune (Utah) (Dec.
1) “Make It a Bloodless Christmas,” p. C1 ! Mail early. If it has to be
in Trashcanistan by Christmas, even overnight express won’t get there
in time if you mail it Christmas Eve. 2004 Australian (Apr. 28) “See
You Later, Succour” (Int.) ! Stephen Kotkin, director of Russian Stud-
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ies at Princeton University, has coined the term Trashcanistan to
describe the tin-pot kleptocracies and autocracies that emerged out of
the debris of the Soviet Union.

trout pout n. prominent lips resulting from
cosmetic surgery. Medical.
2002 Sharon Marshall News of the World
(U.K.) (Dec. 15) “From Beauty to Old Trout” !

[Leslie Ash,] the new star of BBC1’s Mersey-
beat police drama admits fins haven’t been
the same since surgery to plump up her lips
left her with what she describes as “my trout
pout.” 2003 The Age (Australia) (Feb. 6)
“ ‘Trout Pout’ Surgery Warning” (Int.) ! Actress 
Leslie Ash has warned women to beware the perils of cosmetic
surgery after her lip enhancement procedure went disastrously wrong.
The Merseybeat star said she had been through hell since implants left
her with an over-sized “trout pout.” 2003 Leigh Purves, Nadia
Brooks, Amy Watts Daily Star (U.K.) (May 18) “Lovely Liz Bares All,”
p. 16 ! Trout-pout Liz is desperate to rival screen siren Sharon Stone,
who whipped fans into a frenzy with her infamous no-knickers scene
in smash hit thriller “Basic Instinct.” 2004 Jeremy Clarkson Times
(London, Eng.) (May 2) “You’re All on Probation, This Is the British
Nation,” p. 15 ! I’m a celebrity and I want to get out, have your face
altered, get a trout pout, be famous for doing nothing at all. [2004
Derby Evening Telegraph (U.K.) (Sept. 3) “New v50 Is a More Sporting
Estate,” p. 56 ! “It’s good to see Volvo has moved away from the boxy
models of the past,” he said. He described the grille as a “trout pout.”]

trufan n. a dedicated and loyal follower (of an entertainer, cult,
credo, hobby, pastime, genre, etc.). Entertainment. Slang. Tech-
nology.
1978 Patricia Byrd American Speech (Spring) “Star Trek Lives: Trekker
Slang,” vol. 53, no. 1, p. 55 (Int.) ! 1976 Fisher Strekfan’s Glossary 6
“Trufan: The total fan, one who embraces every aspect of fandom.
This has another meaning in SFandom but the single definition has
been prevalent in STrekdom so far.” 1983 Usenet: net.sf-lovers
(Jan. 7) “Re: Cursing Ministers” ! I repeat my contention that absence
of critical sense is one of the marks of the fringefan, and introduce
the corollary (observable from the earliest days of anything recogniz-
able as fandom) that argumentativeness is one of the common
denominators of the [trufan] (I hate that term but it carries a useful
sense). 1989 Usenet: rec.music.misc (May 14) “Re: Toyah” ! “Are there
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any fans of Toyah out there?”...“A Scottish friend of mine claims to
have felt her breasts in concert (is that a tru-fan or a lecher? no need
to answer).” 2003 Cory Doctorow Boing Boing (Sept. 18) “New
Haunted Mansion Book Probably *Won’t* Suck” (Int.) ! Jeff Baham
has interviewed the author, who appears to be a real Mansion trufan
who set out to write a comprehensive historical document about the
bestest ride the Imagineers ever built.

tsori n. a problem, trouble, worry. Also tsouri. Yiddish.
1948 in The Naked and the Dead (May 1, 1998) Norman Mailer, p. 54
! We’re supposed to be the chosen people.... Chosen! Chosen for
tsoris! 1989 Judy Blume Wifey (July 15), p. 28 ! You don’t know how
lucky you are to have girls instead of boys. With boys you wind up
with tsouris. 2005 Michael Lee Washington Post (June 19) “Brown
May Remain in Detroit” (Int.) ! “This has been phenomenal for me. I
mean, I don’t have too many left, and I’ve had tsoris my whole life.
I’m doing exactly what I want to do,” Brown said, using a Yiddish
word for problems. 2005 Whitney McKnight @ Marlton, N.J. Christian
Science Monitor (July 25) “Swearing Got Me Hired—and Fired” (Int.)
! Very satisfying if you are venting about how much agita and tsuriss
(pain and trouble) your schlumperdick pischk (big fat mouth) causes
you.

tumshie n. a stupid or foolish person. Derogatory. Scotland. Slang.
United Kingdom. [Originally jocular or colloquial Scots for ‘turnip.’
Common insult tumshie-head and other comparisons of a head to
a turnip probably preceded the stand-alone tumshie.]
[1947 Dictionary of the Scots Language (Int.) ! A jocular or colloq.
name for a turnip.] 1993 Mary Lockhart Herald (Glasgow, Scotland)
(Mar. 23) “Eggs and the Oaf,” p. 16 ! We are given a blustering blun-
dering tumshie, jingling keys and flapping his arms against his sides
like a penguin on ecstasy. 1996 Charles Duncan Scottish Daily Record
(Scotland) (May 22) “The Voice of Scotland,” p. 14 ! While doing my
weekly shopping in our local supermarket, I was choosing a turnip
and was appalled at the price of one—70-90p depending on size and
they were tiny!...You’d be a right “tumshie” to pay that much for a
neep! 1996 M. C. Beaton (June 1) “Death of a Macho Man,” 1997
reissue ed., p. 3 ! Now we all hae tae listen tae that big tumshie,
blethering on and on and on. 1996 Usenet: rec.arts.drwho (Dec. 2)
“Re: Kill Files” ! Whit ur ye bluhtherung aboot ya tumshie. 1999
Usenet: rec.audio.opinion (Dec. 26) “Re: The Great LP vs CD
Debate/War” ! Och, ye muckle tumshie, hae ye nae sense avah? 1999
Usenet: soc.culture.scottish (Dec. 29) “Re: Bye for Now, You Losers”
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! Well good riddance you auld tumshie. 2000 Usenet: uk.rec.climbing
(July 19) “Re: Wh&s Run Amok” ! No an insult would be if I called
you a “richt sasenach Tumshie, wi a heid the’ size o’ ben macduhi.”
Then you would have every right to be offended. 2004 Simon Pia
Scotsman (Scotland) (Nov. 3) “Yes, Folks, Tumshie Is the New Numpty”
(Int.) ! Forget about these two tumshies, Bush and Kerry.... Indeed,
the Diary even prefers the term “tumshie” to “numpty.”...We are
assured, a great afternoon for anyone feeling depressed—if Bush
wins—at a tumshie as leader of the free world.

tuner car n. a stock or factory-default automobile with, or suit-
able for, aftermarket modifications (to enhance speed, power, or
style). Automotive. A tuner is someone who makes special mod-
ifications to a car.
1993 Usenet: rec.autos (July 21) “Monster Miata” ! I saw a little blurb
on a tuner car called the Monster Miata. It’s a Miata with a Ford 302
dropped-in and, optionally, some “looks” packages. 1995 John M.
Clor AutoWeek (Mar. 13) “Ex Post Factory: Tuners Can Give You a Lift
Over Stock, But You Need to Do Some Homework,” p. 15 ! If you’re
dropping $100K on a tuner car, a warranty may not worry you too
much. 1996 Usenet: rec.autos.driving (Oct. 28) “Re: Modern American
Muscle Cars VS Ferraris” ! At least in ten to twenty years I can still get
money back out of the Porsche where the “tuner car” will have lost
nearly all of its value. 1999 Matt Nauman Knight Ridder Tribune Busi-
ness News (Mar. 26) “Accessories Help Owners Personalize Their Cam-
rys” ! Although the Camry certainly isn’t as popular as a tuner car as
the Honda Civic, Acura Integra or Mitsubishi Eclipse with young,
male drivers, magazine editor Nosek expects that it will become a
popular platform for modification. [1999 Usenet: rec.autos.market
place (Oct. 20) “17” Icw Racing Tuner Rims” ! Sweet ooking skinny 9
spoke, tuner style, you can change the color of the center cap, the
center caps are chrome right now.] 2003 Thos. L. Bryant Road &
Track: Ford Mustang Portfolio 1994-2002 (Jan. 1), p. 2 ! Steve Saleen
stresses that his cars are not tuner cars.... S351s are sold only as entire
cars, not a bunch of pieces. And though they are certainly modified
Ford Mustangs, they are production cars, not one-offs with specially
ported and polished heads and other tweaks that might help the car
eke out a few extra mph. 2005 Steve Spalding Detroit Free Press
(Mich.) (Jan. 13) “Cobo’s Basement Is a Tuner Wonderland” (Int.) !

Loosely and somewhat inaccurately, this is called the tuner car sec-
tion, so designated because of the displays of sport or tuner versions
of Subaru, Scion and Honda compact cars.
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turkey n. a pet project funded via pork barrel politics. Florida. Pol-
itics. United States. This appears to be specific to Florida.
[1982 Denise Gamino Daily Oklahoman (Okla.) (Nov. 23) “Skiatook
Project Labeled One of 12 Turkeys of the Year” ! The country’s major
environmental groups Monday declared open season on a $112 mil-
lion Oklahoma water project they say is one of 12 “Turkeys of the
Year” that should be bagged by Congress.] 1998 Florida Times-Union
(May 1) “Pork and Turkey,” p. A12 ! The Legislature marred an other-
wise good session by producing a record number of “turkeys,” which
are a Florida term for projects that have been inserted by legislative
prerogative. In many cases, they involve spending state dollars for
projects local governments should fund.... Another type of turkey is
one that was not recommended by a state agency through the normal
process. 2004 Linda Kleindienst, Mark Hollis Sun-Sentinel (Fla.)
(May 1) “Late-Night Flurry of Bills Breaks Florida House Logjam” (Int.)
! While generally pleased with the budget, Bush acknowledged that it
does contain several special projects known in legislative parlance as
“turkeys.”

turkey bacon n. a private security guard or offi-
cer; a rent-a-cop. Also plural. Police. Slang.
2001 [Dwarf Invasion (braindamage)] Dance Party
(Winterpark, Fla.) (Oct. 20) “The Mall with Alicia and
Julia” (Int.) ! The turkey bacon security guard yelled
at us. 2002 Max Dobberstein Irate Weirdos (Sept. 19)
“Turkey Bacon” (Int.) ! My fellow weirdos, you must
join me in my quest to expand our language just
slightly. From now on, I ask that you now refer to all
rent-a-cops as turkey bacon. For those who don’t
know, turkey bacon is processed, smoked turkey meat
cut into strips that resemble, but only barely function 
as, bacon. 2002 [Eleanor] Black Skulls, Pink Ruffles—Goth vs Martha
Stewart (Oct. 30) “Introducing...Gothmommy” (Int.) ! A nice security
guard stops them, and I stopped calling security guards “Turkey
bacon rent-a-cops.” 2003 [Wesoby] Michael Buffington (Portland,
Ore.) (Mar. 5) “Stupidity Is Not Patriotism” (Int.) ! i agree, this man
was treated screwed. turkey bacon (rent-a-cops) suck ass. they’re all a
bunch of wannabes who couldn’t cut it as real cops. as for the police,
come on, i’m sure they could’ve handled that a lot better. damn pig-
gies. [2003 “Early Show” CBS-TV (Dec. 4) “Slang Dictionary to the
Rescue” (in Calif.) (Int.) ! Another word a girl offered was: “turkey
bacon.” She explained, “Undercover police. ‘Put that away! I think
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those guys are turkey bacon.’ ”] 2004 [firegeek] Nu Fud Friday
(Feb. 10) “I Laugh in the Face of Security!!!! *Still Laughing*” (Int.) !

That young security guard!! Trying to be all bad...especially when he
knows he’s just turkey bacon!!

twidget n. a soldier or other military individual whose job primarily
involves using or maintaining electronics. Military. United States.
1995 P.T. Deutermann Edge of Honor (May 1), p. 110 ! A twidget was
anybody who wasn’t an engineer, and therefore, according to the
snipes, not a real man. 1996 Alex Lee Force Recon Command: 3D
Force Recon Company in Vietnam, 1969-70 (Nov. 1), p. 152 ! As the
Marines laughingly said, once they had become fans of the use of
sensors, “If you want it done right, keep the ‘twidgets’ out of the
field!” 2002 Douglas Morgan Tiger Cruise (Mar. 1), p. 63 ! At this
evening’s muster, ET2 Fred Larousse, one of Cushing’s twidgets—
electronic technicians—and the senior man on the BAF, was holding
forth on the subject of security alerts. 2004 Peter Hall Express-Times
(N.J.) (June 20) “Cullen ‘Kind of an Oddball’ in Navy” (Int.) ! Cullen
was a “twidget”—someone who made fine adjustments to computers
rather than turning a wrench to fix the ship’s heavy equipment.

two-spirited adj. homosexual, transgendered, or transsexual. Gay.
Native American. Sexuality. United States. [Claimed to be derived
from Native American usage.]
1991 Usenet: rec.arts.comics.strips (Apr. 1) “Re: FBOFW” ! The aborig-
inal people considered us “Mystics.” They call us “two spirited”—
meaning that we’re blessed with both female and male spirits!! 1996
Ellen Lewin Women Writing Culture (Jan.) “Writing Lesbian Ethnogra-
phy,” p. 329 ! Issues of similarity and difference are played out in a
different way in Sabine Lang’s account of the difficulties she faced
trying to carry out research among Native American “two-spirited”
women. 2004 Sheila Mullowney Newport Daily News (R.I.) (May 17)
“ ‘Queer’ Label Still Raises Questions” (Int.) ! It can be used to
describe both gender identity and sexual orientation and increasingly
is being used in a new, wide-ranging alphabet soup...transgender,
transsexual, two-spirited (a Native American reference), queer and
questioning.
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unass v. to dismount or disembark (a vehicle); to get off of (some-
thing); to unseat (someone); to leave (somewhere). Military.
Slang. This term dates back to at least the 1960s and the Viet-
nam War. It is especially associated with the military, from where
it has spread to politics and aeronautics.
1989 Richard West Independent (U.K.) (Nov. 29) “Misfortunes of War:
‘About Face’—David H. Hackworth & Julie Sherman” ! Airmobile
assaults were both exciting and frightening. Each one was a gut-
churning event not dissimilar to the moment before you unassed a
plane with a parachute on your back. 1990 Usenet: rec.autos.driving
(Nov. 15) “Re: Getting Rear Ended” ! “I’ll take ‘un-assing the A.O.’ to
mean ‘helping up the arresting officer.’ ”...“Get a clue. The phrase is
Army slang for ‘leaving the area of operations.’ ” 1992 Usenet: sci
.military (Dec. 30) “Re: Sheridan” ! The crew felt they would be more
useful elsewhere and dismounted the tank in record time. (We called
it “Unassed the vehicle.”) 1993 Usenet: sci.space (Aug. 14) “Re:
Engine Failures and Safety” ! There have been numerous cases of the
plane making an acceptable touchdown while significant passenger
casualties are taken before they can un-ass the aircraft. 1993 Usenet:
alt.war (Oct. 13) “Re: Barefooted Warriors in Somalia” ! Un-ass the
place and leave them to fight over the food and die! 1997 Usenet:
soc.culture.african.american (Dec. 20) “Re: The National Debt to Slav-
ery” ! But all these kinte-cloth pillbox hat mumia fans aren’t going to
get two feet trying to convince anyone to un-ass several BILLION
dollars, with the weak shit I’ve seen bandied about here. 1999
Usenet: alt.war.vietnam (Dec. 16) “Re: Vietnam F.A.Q.” ! Move it. Move
it. Move it! Unass my chow line. 2004 Usenet: rec.outdoors.rv-travel
(Sept. 23) “Re: OT—Should We Remain in the UN” ! Trying to unass
the 3rd world leader of it because we don’t like him sure would be
“sending a message” to the rest of the world “community,” wouldn’t
it? 2004 Argghhh! (Nov. 14) “Monteith Provides This Dope About the
Ferret” (Int.) ! The Saracen swapped the engine from the rear to front
for reasons of easy debussing (dismounting, “un-assing” in US mili-
tary parlance) by the PBI (Poor Bloody Infantry) carried in the back
area.
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unblind v. to reveal the identity of a subject involved in a blind
study, in which the subject is ordinarily anonymous. Science.
1982 Science (Jan. 29) “Harvard Delays in Reporting Fraud,” vol. 215,
no. 4532, p. 480 (Int.) ! Late in September 1981, the Harvard team
sent its portion of the AMPIM data to the NIGH in preparation for a
group meeting in Bethesda at which the participants would, for the
first time, discuss unblinded results. 1988 Medical World News
(Feb. 8), vol. 29, no. 3, p. 76 ! I know you’re on the research end of
things, not economic policy, but if at two years you unblind the study
and the drug is having a positive effect, at some point those patients
will have to start paying for it themselves, and at current prices it
would be prohibitively expensive for many. 2004 Izzle Pfaff (Apr. 22)
“Dreamlike Occurrences That Were Not Actually Dreams” (Int.) !

When a patient is on a double-blind study, there are certain times
when the doctor needs to “unblind” them, which is just revealing
whatever crap the patient was getting: drug or placebo, etc.

unk-unk n. especially in engineering, something, such as a prob-
lem, that has not been and could not have been imagined or antic-
ipated; an unknown unknown. Science. The Barnhart Dictionary
of New English Since 1963 (Barnhart/Harper & Row, New York,
1973) gives this term as a plural and defines it as “a series of
unknowns, especially of inexplicable calamities.” The term is now
common as a singular and has spread from the aerospace engi-
neering business to be used in military, government, and corpo-
rate environments. The two letter Ks are not silent as they would
be in unknown, but are audible and hard, as in the end of drunk.
1969 Harold B. Jyers Fortune (Aug.) “For Lockheed Everything’s Com-
ing Up Unk-Unks,” p. 77 in Urban Establishment (Mar. 1, 1982) Frederic
Cople Jaher, p. 703 (title). 1970 Time (Mar. 9) “Aerospace: End of the
Gravy Years,” p. 63 (Int.) ! Aerospace-men have come down with a
severe case of what they call the “unk-unks”—the “unknown
unknowns.” 1980 N.Y. Times (Dec. 17) “The Vague General Haig,”
p. A34 ! There is an old Navy term for the truly imponderable: UNK-
UNK for unknown-unknown. Of the ten men Mr. Reagan has nomi-
nated so far, Mr. Donovan stands out as the “UNK-UNK” of the
team. This is not to say that he cannot do a good job—only that he
lacks evident qualifications. 1985 U.S. News & World Report (Dec. 9)
“ ‘Unk-Unks’ and ‘Golden Arches’: The New Lingo of Star Wars,” p. 49
! Many phrases, in fact, were culled from books and movies that
depict imaginary space battles and often describe “unk-unks”—the
“unknown unknowns” that no one can predict but seem likely to
occur. 1994 Robert J. Thomas What Machines Can’t Do (Mar. 1),
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p. 149 ! What caused most apprehension, however, was what aircraft
designers refer to as the “unk-unks,” the unknown-unknowns, the
problems you cannot anticipate because you don’t even know they
exist. 2002 Alexander Kossiakoff Systems Engineering (Nov. 15), p. 82
! Many unknowns are evident at the beginning, and may be called
“known unknowns.” These are identified early as potential problem
areas and are therefore singled out for examination and resolution....
However, many other problem areas are only identified later when
they are discovered during system development. These unanticipated
problems are often identified as “unknown unknowns” are “unk-
unks” to distinguish them from the group of “known unknowns” that
were recognized at the outset and dealt with.

Utah claw n. a female hairstyle typified by
bangs projecting outward from the fore-
head. Fashion. Slang. United States.
1994 Usenet: alt.usage.english (Mar. 7) “Re:
‘Bad Hair Day ’ ” ! “It was often used in refer-
ence to something I came to refer to as the
“stiffened frontal bang facade,” a hair tiara set
in place with blow drier, hair spray and teasing
comb. The heights these can sometimes reach
is quite ridiculous.”...“I grew up in an area of
West Virginia where such hairstyles are quite popular. We always used
to refer to the tall, teased bangs as ‘joke-catchers’ (kept the joke from
going over one’s head). A friend from Idaho whom I met in college
informed me that her circle of high school friends had dubbed the
style of bangs the ‘Utah Claw.’ ” 1999 Usenet: alt.radio.talk.dr-laura
(Nov. 16) ! “Very proud to say she has never had a spiral perm nor
big, crunchy bangs.”...“Around here we call it the Utah Claw.” 2000
Usenet: alt.tv.sopranos (Mar. 17) “Re: Application to Live in New Jer-
sey” ! Do you have the equivalent of what we know here as the Utah
Claw—long straight hair styled down with the bangs flipped up defy-
ing gravity and lacquered with hair spray to withstand hurricane
winds? 2001 Anne Marie Cruz @ NYC ESPN The Magazine (July 27)
“Splits and Giggles” (Int.) ! “We have great theme parties. The last one
was the white trash party. I had my hair like this,” she says, as she
forces her bangs into a four-inch clump off her forehead. “The Utah
claw!” exclaims Nicole in recognition. You could practically smell the
hairspray. 2003 Jesse McKinley N.Y. Times (Mar. 2) “A Night Out with
Tiffani Thiessen,” p. 9-4 (Int.) ! “She had the Utah claw,” Mr. Siming-
ton explained, describing bangs that shot up toward the heavens.
2003 [Dandle] CTcentral.com (Conn.) (Oct. 10) “Town Talk: Should
Humans Be Playing with Tigers?” (Int.) ! Actually, it was a “Utah
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Claw” that led to Roy Horn’s injury. According to the owner of the
Mirage, the tiger became distracted by a woman with big hair in the
front row. (I can sympathize; I also can’t help but stare at a white-
trash woman with a hairdo that she hasn’t changed in 20 years.)
2004 [Jessica] Very Mom (Murray, Utah) (Aug. 4) “The Fartkeeper”
(Int.) ! I never did perfect the “Utah Claw” it always fell over by 2nd
period—but oh, I tried. Me and Aqua Net, we tried!

utzy adj. uncomfortable, bothered, uneasy. United States. Yiddish.
[Probably from the Yiddish utz ‘to tease, bother, nag,’ related to
the German uzen ‘to tease, to kid,’ and perhaps reinforced by
antsy.]
1989 Nina J. Easton L.A. Times (Jan. 30) “ ‘Rain Man’ Sends a Global
Message” ! Shelley Long, wearing more fabric on her shoulders than
on her legs: “I get a little utzy.” (Translation: She misses the constant
work of a TV series.) 2003 Usenet: alt.pagan (Aug. 10) “Re: The
Pagan Way” ! Getting all utzy due to non-perfected English seems a
little passive-aggressive to me. 2003 Usenet: rec.arts.sf.fandom
(Aug. 12) “Re: Going to Torcon” ! Plus these are the same people who
had to go to a strange hospital when the grandmother who was with
them at a convention slipped and broke her wrist, so they’re under-
standably “utzy” about travel in general. 2004 Susan Dominus N.Y.
Times (Aug. 29) “What Women Want to Watch” (Int.) ! Mr. Graff, now
53, thought he had retired back in 1999 when he sold Spice to Play-
boy TV for a neat $100 million, moved to a small town near the Berk-
shires and took over an old country store. “I sliced bologna, sold mice
traps, penny candy,” he says. “It was my Norman Rockwell moment.”
And then? “I got utzy,” he says. “I got bored.”
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vacation diplomacy n. the use of a non-state trip by a politi-
cian or diplomat to show friendliness with the nation being vis-
ited. China. Politics.
1993 Kyodo News International (June 6) “China Warns U.S. of Taiwan
Leader’s Visit” (in Beijing) ! The Chinese spokesman accused Taiwan
authorities of using “transit diplomacy” and “vacation diplomacy” as
a way to create “two Chinas” or “one China, one Taiwan,” Xinhua
said. 1994 Xinhua News Agency (China) (Sept. 17) “Commentary
Exposes Taiwan’s ‘Sports Diplomacy ’ ” (in Beijing) ! Xinhua news
agency today carries a commentary titled, “What are the Taiwan
authorities up to while going in for ‘sports diplomacy’?” which reads
as follows: Over the past few years, the Taiwan authorities have pur-
sued their so-called “substantial diplomacy” and “pragmatic diplo-
macy” as well as “vacation diplomacy,” “transit diplomacy,”
“ceremony diplomacy” and “money diplomacy.” 2004 Wang Jianmin
China Daily (Beijing, China) (July 23) “Taiwan Trip Tightens Tension”
(Int.) ! In 1990, Hao Po-tsun, then “president of Executive Yuan,”
visited Singapore on vacation, which set the precedent for what later
came to be called “vacation diplomacy.”

Vanna White veto n. a form of line-item veto that permits an
elected official to strike single letters in legislation. Politics. Wis-
consin. [Vanna White is hostess for the TV game show “Wheel of
Fortune,” where she is responsible for revealing letters on a large
board at the direction of contestants.] This term is specific to Wis-
consin, where this type of veto—also called a pick-a-letter veto and
similar to the digit veto, which allowed the striking of single
numerals—is no longer permitted by state law.
1990 Craig Gilbert Milwaukee Journal (Wisc.) (Mar. 25) “Vote to
Decide on Use of Partial Veto,” p. 1 ! The power is the governor’s
partial veto, which includes the unusual ability to take a bill and
change its meaning by vetoing the individual letters of words. The
result can be the creation of whole new words and a whole new law.
Democrats have dubbed the practice the “Vanna White veto.” 2005
David Callender Capital Times (Madison, Wisc.) (Aug. 6) “Doyle Detects
New Love: The Veto” (Int.) ! The governor also used to be able to
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strike individual letters to create new words—the so-called “Vanna
White veto,” named after the letter-turner on “Wheel of Fortune”—
but those powers were reined in under a 1990 constitutional
amendment.

veisalgia n. a hangover. Health. Medical. [Norwegian kveis ‘uneasi-
ness following debauchery’ + Greek algia ‘pain.’ This word was
coined by the authors of the first cite. There may be a double-
entendre in the word kveis, as it is also a word for a parasitic worm
found in fish.]
2000 Jeffrey G. Wiese; Michael G. Shlipak; Warren S. Browner Annals
of Internal Medicine (June 6) “The Alcohol Hangover,” vol. 132, no. 11,
pp. 897-902 (Int.) ! Perhaps the most alarming feature of veisalgia is
its high prevalence. 2004 Rita Rubin USA Today (June 28) “Hangover
Helper: An Extract of Prickly Pear Cactus” (Int.) ! In a 2000 journal
article, Wiese and co-authors coined a term for such hangovers:
veisalgia, from the Norwegian word kveis, meaning “uneasiness fol-
lowing debauchery,” and algia, Greek for “pain.”

vernac adj. provincial; culturally backwards, unfashionable, or unre-
fined. Also n. India. [From vernacular ‘typical of a place or of a
people, especially everyday language,’ which is sometimes collo-
quially abbreviated as vernac.] The derogatory uses of this term
are closely tied to the ongoing debate over the role and use of
English in India.
1997 Vikram Chandra Love and Longing in Bombay (Mar. 1), p. 120
! They had argued and talked and laughed about what to call their
parts, she hated lund and chut, how vernac and crude and vulgar she
said. 1997 Economic Times (India) (Dec. 7) “What Are Ken and Barbie
Watching Tonight?” ! “There is the image, that to be successful, you
have to speak English, wear a certain kind of clothes, frequent certain
kind of places. Says 14-year-old Rachna: “I can’t think of mixing with
the vernac types. What do we talk about. And how?” 1998 Kishore
Singh Business Standard (India) (Oct. 24) “Sponsorship for the Theatre
of the Absurd” ! “They wanted a famous name from Mumbai to put
on the marquee. I even organised that,” she said. “I got them a star
performer, but they didn’t like him, said he was too vernac.” “Mean-
ing what?” “Meaning he did serious theatre and gave interviews in
Hindi and Marathi. They dumped him, and got me someone else
instead.” 2000 Monojit Lahiri Statesman (India) (Aug. 11) “Khan +
Kaushik = Magic” ! I remember with anger and frustration, the long
hours I spent pleading with some sponsors to consider my produc-
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tions, to no avail. Any other language apart from English, is consid-
ered infra dig and vernac! English, no matter how dumb the produc-
tion is, remains cool! 2001 Saisuresh Sivaswamy Rediff (India)
(Feb. 13) “Tears for Fears” (Int.) ! It is often said if you want to sam-
ple true creative talent in India—or in any other multi-linguistic
country—you have to go vernacular. “Vernac” may be pejorative to us
English-speaking elite, but just as true writing flourishes in the local
milieu, so does cartooning. 2003 Usenet: rec.sport.cricket (Jan. 26)
“Re: India vs. Pak WC 03” ! You mean to say “The Indian team morale
IS down”...you PAKI vernac!!! 2003 Leela Prasad South Asian Folklore
(Mar. 1) “Character Stereotypes,” p. 109 ! Through their circulation
among a fluent English-speaking, often convent-educated community,
these joking questions highlight the processes of insider/outsider
demarcation common to stereotyping in general. They characterize,
for instance, the Tamilian or the Gujarati as having pronounced
regional accents when speaking English (creating thus the figure of
“the vernac”). *2004 Donna Rubinoff @ University of Colorado-
Boulder Education and “Human Capital” (June 23) (Int.) ! English
Medium Schools in India: alienation from families and common peo-
ple? Non English mediums school kids called “vernacs” or HMT’s
(Hindi Medium Type = Hindustan Machine Tools). *2004 Philip
Lutgendorf @ University of Iowa Who Wants to Be a Goddess? (July 13)
(Int.) ! By the 1970s mythological movies were seen as downmarket
and vernac, suitable only for films made in other ethnic Indian lan-
guages. (Vernac is short for vernacular. It is a common Indian English
word for a person of an ethnic Indian background without much edu-
cation, English or sophistication who speaks only a local “vernacular”
language. The equivalent of a country bumpkin or backwoods bozo.)

Verwaltungsvereinfachungsmassnahmen n. an anti-bureau-
cratese, anti-bafflegab campaign. Austria. Business. German. Ger-
many. Jargon. Politics. Ger. Verwaltungs ‘administration’ + verein-
fachungs ‘reduction’ + massnahmen ‘measures.’
2000 CDU/CSU Fraktion (Germany) (Oct. 12) “Verbesserung des
“Meister-BAfoeG” dringend erforderlich” (in Berlin) ! Verwaltungsvere-
infachungsmassnahmen sollen ebenfalls zu einem Zulauf an Antrag-
stellern und damit potentiellen Existenzgruendern fuehren. Es bleibt
abzuwarten, ob die bisher untaetige Bundesregierung aufgrund dieses
Vorstosses der Opposition aus ihrer Lethargie erwacht. 2004 Don Hill
@ Prague, Czech Republic Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (June 9)
“Writing Campaigns Encouraging Bureaucrats to Come in from the Fog”
(Int.) ! They’ve assigned the effort to rid their writing of fogginess a
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name. It is Verwaltungsvereinfachungsmassnahmen—that is, “simpli-
fied administrative procedures.”

vineyard seating n. terraced rows of seats very close to a per-
formance stage or platform. Architecture. Entertainment.
1996 Building (U.K.) (Aug. 6) “Sound System: Bridgewater Concert
Hall Open to Public,” p. 8 ! The 2,400-seat auditorium, home of the
Halle Orchestra, is designed to combine the acoustic advantages of
the standard “shoebox” and terraced “vineyard” seating arrange-
ments. 2002 Pierre Ruhe @ Philadelphia, Pa. Atlanta Journal-
Constitution (Ga.) (Jan. 13) “A Sound Space: Philadelphia’s New
Kimmel Center Holds Lessons for Atlanta,” p. 1L ! There’s also talk
that the ASO will ask for a “vineyard seating” hall, where the audi-
ence can sit behind and to the sides of the stage on shallow terraces—
a cozier arrangement for the audience, but a trickier job for the
acoustician. 2004 Charles Ward Houston Chronicle (Tex.) (June 13)
“Symphony Reaches Out to Audience” (Int.) ! Designers of new
venues, such as Los Angeles’ Walt Disney Concert Hall, surround the
stage with terraces of seats that get listeners as close to the players as
possible. The buzzword is “vineyard” seating.

vinyl village n. a neighborhood or town of plain or cheaply made
buildings. Architecture.
1992 Richard N. Gambrill @ Columbia Baltimore Sun (Md.) (Mar. 29)
“Don’t Cut Education,” p. 13 ! It doesn’t take a sharp eye to also see
great blue heron, Canada geese, mallards and barred owls. Red fox are
also not uncommon. These creatures inhabit the heart of our vinyl
village and appear to be doing quite well in spite of us! 1996 D.R.
Burgoyne Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, Va.) (Dec. 6) “Chesapeake Clipper:
Letters to the Editor—Chesapeake,” p. 2 ! “Vinyl villages” (a term I
borrowed from a friend) line Cedar Road, where builders are more
concerned with making money than making homes aesthetically
appealing or by saving the trees that will take another generation to
grow back. 2001 Kenneth B. Hall, Gerald A. Porterfield Community by
Design (Mar. 12), p. 78 ! There are so many barriers to producing
good design solutions that the path of least resistance has led us to
vinyl villages of franchised architecture surrounded by seas of asphalt.
2005 Stuart A. Hirsch Indianapolis Star (Ind.) (Mar. 17) “Development
Plan Criticized” (Int.) ! Other opponents called it a “vinyl village,” a
pejorative term opponents of building projects often use, implying
that homes with vinyl siding are built with substandard materials and
would eventually blight the landscape.

visibility whip n. a worker responsible for precisely orchestrat-
ing the presentation of placards, chants, and other demonstrations
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of support among delegates at a political convention, especially
during speeches. Politics. United States.
1988 Omaha World-Herald (Neb.) (July 19) “ ‘Dukakis Can Talk State
Issues’ Kerrey Backs National Ticket” ! Beatty Brasch of Omaha said
her assignment at the Democratic National Convention is “visibility
whip,” or cheerleader, of the Nebraska delegation. “It is extremely
important that we demonstrate at the right time and that we are
spontaneous,” she told the delegation. 1996 Brad Cain (AP) (Aug. 29)
“Week’s Worth of Politicking Just the Ticket for Delegate Couple” !

Eymann is the state delegation’s “visibility whip.” It’s her job to coor-
dinate which slogans the delegates chant, or the signs that they hold
up at the right moment. On Wednesday night, it was her job to make
sure delegates held up large cardboard pictures of salmon, fir trees
and wheat when it came time for the Oregon delegation to cast its
votes to nominate President Clinton. 2004 National Journal (July 27)
“Convention Dispatches: Definitely Thinkin’ About Tomorrow...” (Int.) !

Take, for example, the “America’s Future” signs brought out for Presi-
dent Clinton’s speech Monday night. Hotline sources report that
DNCC “visibility whips” were under strict orders not to pass them
out even one second before New York Sen. Hillary Clinton finished
her introduction.

visquene n. a kind of airproof and waterproof plastic sheeting.
1989 Don Hamilton Oregonian (Portland, Ore.) (Nov. 27) “Add Ice,
the Skaters and Swirl,” p. 1 ! Here are the layers of the rink itself:—
The vapor barrier. This is placed directly on the stage. It’s actually a
sheet of a material called visquene and is designed to protect the
wooden stage from the cold and wet. 1991 Bob Lancaster Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette (Little Rock) (July 17) “Forget What Clinton Says,
He’s Running Until He’s Not Running” ! This vision of the Clinton
presidency is still under construction in his mind, with, scaffolding
and tarps and visquene still scattered about. 2004 Stan Maddux South
Bend Tribune (Ind.) (Dec. 14) “Experts to Look at Severed Leg” (Int.)
! A crew installing new water and electrical lines at Swan Lake
Memorial Gardens uncovered the leg wrapped in heavy plastic or a
material commonly referred to as visquene.

vog n. volcanic smog. Environment.
1987 John Edward Young Christian Science Monitor (Boston, Mass.)
(Jan. 9) “Peering into Kilauea’s Caldron,” p. B4 ! Clouds of acrid vol-
canic smoke begin to mix with Hilo’s humid fog. It’s a mixture
referred to as “vog” around these parts. 1988 Charles Petit San Fran-
cisco Chronicle (Calif.) (Jan. 13) “Hawaiians Determined to Save Bit of
Paradise,” p. 1/Z1 ! With the exception of places on the Big Island
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where “vog,” or volcanic smog, occasionally smarts the eyes, air pollu-
tion is almost nonexistent, thanks to trade winds and thousands of
miles of surrounding ocean. 2005 Corvallis, Ore. ScienceDaily
(Mar. 16) “Long-Spewing Hawaiian Volcano May Be Health Risk” (Int.)
! The island of Hawaii does have a monitoring system and a Vog
index, the researchers point out, but it is measured only along the
Kona Coast, not in Kau. This “volcano-smog” index—Vog is a locally
coined term—also is based on aerosol visibility, not SO2.

vogue n. a tire. Automotive. Hip-Hop. [From the automobile tire
brand Vogue, usually sold as whitewalls and often used on Cadil-
lacs and other town cars.] Usually plural: vogues.
*1994 (Apr. 1) in Usenet: alt.rap Malcolm D. Moore “Re: Unnaground
Bay Shit” ! Iz all about the playahz in the 9quad—playin them hoes
and rollin on Vogues. 1996 Outkast ATLiens (song) (Aug. 27) “Eleva-
tors (Me & You)” ! Rollin’ down the strip on Vogues/comin’ up slam-
min’ Cadillac doors. 1999 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (July 15) “Re:
RapCity: UnderHouston” ! H-town is the city of the vehicle fashion
show, we got the carfreaks, hoppers, and the boppers 4REAL. You’ll
some shit you aint seen before i garawn-tee. From candied ’Lacs on
swangaz & vogyes to the foreign big- bodies with 4 tv’s in the head-
rests. 2001 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Oct. 24) “Re: Balls on a Cadillac
Brougham?” ! I mean, those stock hubs are practically rims, and most
years look saucy as fuck. And they’re hard to take off, even without
the locks! That and some vogues and you’re set. 2005 Kristie Rieken
@ Houston Star-Telegram (Dallas-Fort Worth) (July 2) “Texan Paul Wall
Shines in Sea of Rappers” (Int.) ! The rapper, whose real last name is
Slayton, relies on a dizzying array of local vernacular to describe
everything from attractive females (honey dips) to rims (swangaz)
and tires (vogues).

voodoo poll n. an opinion-tallying system whose results are eas-
ily manipulated or are otherwise untrustworthy. Politics.
1990 David Zizzo Sunday Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (July 29) “2
Republican Candidates for Governor Battle Over Poll,” p. 16 ! Cole
previously had called a Hargis poll showing Hargis leading in Tulsa “a
shell game.” Hunter said this week’s poll for Price was a “voodoo
poll.” 1995 Economist (U.K.) (June 17) “Special—Democracy and Tech-
nology—Electioneering” ! The telephone has made opinion polling
vastly easier and faster. It has encouraged not only the carefully struc-
tured poll, which confronts a large random sample with a well-
designed question, but what Robert Worcester, head of MORI,
Britain’s largest polling firm, calls the “voodoo poll,” whereby news-
paper readers or television viewers are encouraged to telephone with
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their opinions on some burning issue of the day. Charging a premium
rate for the call makes money, too. 1995 Robert M. Worcester Inde-
pendent (U.K.) (July 23) “Condon and the Voodoo Poll,” p. 22 ! To
test the system, I rang nine times in the two minutes given to register
a “yes” vote (although I would not normally participate in such a
“voodoo” poll). 2005 [Anthony Wells] UK Polling Report (Feb. 24)
“Voodoo Polling Corner” (Int.) ! “Voodoo polls” is a term coined by
Sir Bob Worcester to refer to phone-in, click-on or “press-the-red-
button” polls, the sort of thing you see on Sky News, the AOL home-
page or in the tabloid press. These polls have no statistical validity
whatsoever, they do not attempt to be representative of the popula-
tion, they are entirely self-selecting and they are spectacularly easy to
fix by getting partisan supporters to repeatedly ring them. No one
should mistake them for a worthwhile indication of public opinion.

vuzvuz n. a derogatory name for an Ashkenazic Jew. Also adj.;
vusvus. Derogatory. Hebrew. Religion. This term is usually used
within the religion, especially by Sephardic Jews. The etymologi-
cal information in the 1998 and 2005 citations is unverified.
1984 Usenet: net.religion.jewish (July 17) “Re: Test for Jewishness”
! Yet another mindless leftist VusVus cosmopolitan stupidity. Humans
have slaughtered each other for universalistic reasons (as in revolu-
tionary France, Russia or China) as least as often as they have slaugh-
tered each for narrow tribal reasons. Groveling cosmopolitan
VusVusim were stunned when the Nazis came for them. 1998 A.J.
Gilboa Mendele: Yiddish Literature and Language (July 22) “Frenk”
(Int.) ! Speaking of pejoratives, have you heard the term “vuzvuz”
applied to Ashkenazim? Apparently derived from the frequent use of
“vus? vus?” in Yiddish. I am not sure that there is any real insult
attached to this, though. I often say to people who ask about my ori-
gins: Ani? Ani vuzvuz. For that matter, some of my Sephardic friends
and colleagues often refer to themselves as frenkim. Perhaps the insult
has worn off and all that is left is the wry humour? 2000 [María] The
Jewish Palestinian Encounter (Nov. 20) (Int.) ! And now, since when
Iraq is the Mediterranean, no disrespect intended? since when Ovadia
is a Med? Again the Ashkenaziut showing its ear! “Anything not
vuzvuz is the Med, ya’ani Sefardim, Españolim, the lot.” 2005
[Danya] Jerusalem Syndrome (Jan. 29) “Today ’s Hebrew Lesson” (Int.)
! I have a new favorite word. It’s slang, but not (as it was explained to
me, though it’d be useful to know if someone else out there disagrees)
derogatory, for an Ashkenazi person. The word is “vuzvuz,” ie “That
vuzvuz over there by the bus stop....” Why that word, you might ask?
Because the Askenazim always asking, “Vus is dis? Vus is dat?” I’m
not kidding. That’s really the reason.
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wab n. a Mexican. Also v., wab or wab out to dress or behave like
a stereotypical Mexican. Derogatory. [Usually said to be a short-
ening of wetback, perhaps from the abbreviation w.b.] This term
appears to be most common in California.
1998 William Finnegan Cold New World (May 12), p. 216 (June 7,
1999) ! “I just hope Victoria doesn’t look like a little wab.” Wab—
short for wetback—was, I had already discovered, the single most
popular local youth insult. “Whenever my mom has Victoria for more
than a couple of hours, she’s totally wabbed out—ribbons everywhere,
little sandals, frilly socks.” 2001 Gustavo Arellano OC Weekly (Calif.)
(Feb. 2) “The Mexican-American War, Every Sunday in Anaheim” ! You
half-baked beaners should learn English, damn it! You fat, piss-drunk,
chicharron-eating wabs! None of you belong here! I see a lot of
wasted space in my country [gesturing at his own muscular chest]
occupied by you wabs jabbing his finger at the audience! All of you
Mexicans can kiss my great white ass! 2001 Theresa Walker Orange
County Register (Calif.) (May 15) “The Sounds of ‘Silence’ Series:
Teens,” p. 1 ! I hate being called “wab,” it’s a slur for Mexicans, like
wetback. 2005 Gustavo Arellano OC Weekly (Calif.) (July 22) “¡Ask a
Mexican!” (Int.) ! “Wab” is a slur that assimilated Mexicans use to
describe and deride recently arrived Mexicans.... The etymology of
wab is unknown—could either be a mongrelization of “wetback” or
“wop.”

wad v. to crash (a motorcycle). Automotive. Slang. [Perhaps from
the crumpled vehicle that can result from such a wreck.]
1998 Usenet: rec.motorcycles.dirt (Sept. 7) “XR400 Used for Furniture
Repair” ! All of the sudden, I dropped into “the zone” and found
myself riding a perfect 15MPH constant-speed balanced wheelie.
After about 100-150 ft. on the back wheel, I got nervous and set it
down. (I panicked—figured something was bound to happen that
would cause me to wad if I didn’t get back on two wheels!) 1999
[TrackDude] Motorcycle Online’s Reader Feedback BBS (Feb. 26) “Feb-
ruary 1999 600cc Shootout BBS, Archive One” (Int.) ! I know the R1
gets your wheaties but she’s a handful for inexperienced riders. Be
careful and try not to wad that expensive little toy. 2001 Mark
Pittman Utah Sport Bike Association (Nov.) “Dave Palazzolo” (Int.) ! All
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it is going to take is one senator’s son to wad his R1 (or something) at
160 mph and kill himself or the congressman’s daughter goes for a
ride with a squid on a GSX-R1000 who target fixates into a rock wall
and bam! 2002 [joe c] @ Baltimore, Md. Caferacer.net Forum (Nov. 3)
“How Much Do You Like That 550/4” (Int.) ! ehhh...just buy that bike
for 7500, that way we can have another really expensive honda to wad
next year.

wags n. the wives and girlfriends of an all-male sports team. Acro-
nym. Sports. United Kingdom.
2004 Niamh Bugler IC Wales (June 24) “Telly Gets a Sporting
Makeover” (Int.) ! She’s got plenty of time to become as polished,
pretty and vacant as the WAGs (wives and girlfriends) of the rest of
the England squad—why make her clone up any faster than she needs
to? 2004 Lousie France Guardian (U.K.) (Oct. 3) “Success Isn’t All It ’s
Cracked Up to Be” (Int.) ! Pictures of the wives and girlfriends (or
Wags as the FA’s acronym calls them) of the Euro 2004 England team,
or of the wives and girlfriends of the 1999 US Ryder Cup team, for
instance, show a classic feminine look where every woman is tanned,
polished, thin.... She is not allowed to complain or to step out of line.
If she does—such as Posh Spice’s decision not to move to Madrid—
she’s criticised or ostracized (witness the glee when Mrs. Beckham
missed the boat on booking into the same hotel as the other Wags in
Portugal because it was full).

waps n.pl. a woman’s breasts. Sexuality. Slang. United Kingdom.
1998 Usenet: alt.music.black-sabbath (Apr. 16) “Re: Rock n Roll Doc-
tor and No Bone Movies” ! Close with the flaps meaning titties, they
are waps. 2000 Usenet: alt.sports.soccer.manchester.united.scum-haters
(June 25) “At the End of the Day 227” ! We never get to see much
during a streak, do we? There’s always some copper there with his
fucking helmet, sticking it over the fanny, and some doddering old get
dressed in Union Jack clothes to put his coat over her waps. 2004
Annabel Crabb @ London, England Sydney Morning Herald (Australia)
(July 3) “Gag Denied in ‘Sexism in City ’ Case” (Int.) ! A preliminary
hearing into her sexual discrimination case against the international
finance giant heard that senior colleague Nathaniel Norgren indeed
congratulated her on her waps—British slang for breasts—at an office
Christmas lunch last year.

watermelon n. a communist masquerading as an environmental
activist. Derogatory. Politics. Slang. United States.
1983 Oakland Ross Globe and Mail (Toronto, Can.) (June 4) “El Sal-
vador: Election Just a Sideshow to Real Fight,” p. P9 ! Major Robert
D’Aubuisson, leader of the ultra right Nationalist Republican Alliance
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(ARENA), likes to compare the Christian Democrats to a watermelon.
“Green (the Christian Democrats’ official color) on the outside,” he
says, “and red on the inside.” 1991 Harry Vaughn San Francisco
Chronicle (Calif.) (Mar. 25) “Letters to the Editor: ‘Hate Campaign,’ ”
p. A20 ! The keynote speaker, William H. Holms, presented a talk
entitled, “Wimps, Weirdos and Watermelons,” in which he stated
environmentalists were just a bunch of unemployed welfare-leeching
Communists. He suggested that the timber industry should join forces
with the farming and mining (oil) industries and mount a “hate cam-
paign” against the environmental community, which he portrayed as
“green on the outside and red on the inside.” 2004 [Dean Esmay]
Dean’s World (Apr. 25) “Fun with Political Hate Speech” (Int.) ! We
have one for the greens—”watermelons” (green on the outside, red on
the inside, i.e. closet commies).

wear one v. phr. in baseball, to be hit by a pitch. Sports.
2001 Todd Jones Sporting News (St. Louis, Mo.) (Sept. 3) “The
Closer,” p. 18 ! From Day One, you are taught how to send a message
to the other team. You work on the beanball.... It’s totally barbaric,
and it’s hard to explain, but it is crucial for your hitters to know that
you will protect them if the other team starts hitting your guys. No
one likes to talk about it, but it is something that has to be done.
After you do it, the first guy to tell you thanks is the hitter on your
team who had to wear one. 2003 Teddy Greenstein Chicago Tribune
(May 16) “Colon Earns Teammates’ Respect; Shuts Down O’s, Answers
Plunking,” p. 1 ! Baltimore reliever Jorge Julio plunked Magglio
Ordonez in the back. Now it was Colon’s turn.... “When the best
player on your team keeps getting hit, whether it’s accidental or not,
someone’s going to have to wear one.”...Colon’s decision to retaliate
could help unify a team that’s already on the rise. 2005 [capeleague]
Royal Rooters of Redsoxnation.net (Feb. 19) “Wells Takes His Shots at
CFY” (Int.) ! Regardless if Unit hits someone or not, I say Schilling
makes Sheffield “wear one” on his first at bat. 2005 Troy E. Renck @
L.A. Denver Post (Colo.) (May 2) “Rockies Take Hit in More Than L Col-
umn” (Int.) ! They expected someone to “wear one”—baseball par-
lance for getting plunked—after their pitchers hit seven Dodgers
batters in their previous series, but took exemption to the 24-year-
old’s timing.

wedgie n. jocularly, a standard bicycle. Sports. [So-called because
a rider astride a standard bicycle is likely to have a wedgie, where
underpants ride up into the crack of the buttocks.]
1993 Usenet: rec.bicycles.soc (July 19) “Re: Recumbents (was: Is Tour-
ing Dying?)” ! Great bikes (for “wedgie riders”) if you enjoy riding a
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bike where the leather encased saddle is wedged between the cheeks
of your butt giving you that wonderful pain in your backside. 1996
Stephanie Dunnewind Columbian (Vancouver, Wash.) (Oct. 15) “Sit
Back & Enjoy the Ride” ! The way recumbent riders make it sound,
traditional bikes are just one step up from the torture rack. One com-
mon name is “wedgie bike.” 2005 Sharon Tummins Daily News
(Galveston County, Tex.) (July 17) “The View from a Different Angle”
(Int.) ! Last year I converted from a road bike (fondly called a
“wedgie”) to a recumbent (proudly called a “bent”).

weeded adj. busy, swamped, in the weeds. Food & Drink. This term
appears to be specific to the restaurant business.
1995 Usenet: alt.games.marathon (Feb. 17) “Re: Top Ten Signs You’ve
Been Playing Marathon Too Long” ! I’m a waiter at TGI Friday’s.
“Weeded” is jargon for being so busy you can’t even think of what
you came into the kitchen to get. As in “in the weeds” like you’re
“swimming” (another useful bit of nomenclature for the same thing)
in a lake, and being tangled in seaweed. 1997 Usenet: alt.food.waffle-
house (May 14) “Closest W.H. to D.C.” ! The poor old waitress was
getting weeded with only 3 tables including me; she was at the end of
a double shift I think. 2000 Anthony Bourdain Kitchen Confidential
(May 22), p. 223 ! Weeded means “in the weeds.” 2002 [Jina] @
Houston, Texas B4-U-Eat (July 24) “Cheddar’s” (Int.) ! I have been to
this restaurant several times. Service is not always great, but they are
so incredibly busy that I am pretty forgiving. However, my most
recent visit was incredibly frustrating. The waiter was severely
“weeded.” He spent a lot of time in the kitchen and was rarely to be
seen on the floor.

wet n. a recreational drug made of marijuana, PCP, and formalde-
hyde. Crime & Prisons. Drugs. Slang. United States.
1995 James F. McCarty Cleveland Plain Dealer (Ohio) (Apr. 30) “The
Self-Destruction of David Allen,” p. 8 ! Allen was “running with a
crowd doing a lot of drugs”: marijuana, crack, PCP and a potent con-
coction called “Wet,” which is marijuana laced with formaldehyde.
2002 Lewis Goldfrank, et al. Goldfrank’s Toxicologic Emergencies
(Apr. 26), p. 1036 ! PCP was infrequently incorporated into mari-
juana cigarettes.... These are being sold on the street under varying
names such as “Illy” in Connecticut, “Hydro” in New York City,
“Dip” in New Jersey, “Wet” in Philadelphia, and “Fry” in Texas. The
cigarettes are treated with “embalming fluid,” allegedly to enhance
the drug’s euphoric effects. Embalming fluid, which contains formalin
(formaldehyde in methanol), is used as a medium to ease a uniform
distribution of PCP in these cigarettes. 2004 David Hunt Daily
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Courier (Connellsville, Pa.) (May 7) “Fayette County: Edwards Claims
Police Coerced Confession” (Int.) ! According to court documents,
Edwards and Larry Sr. were locked in a dispute over a drug called
“wet,” the slang term for a mixture of PCP and formaldehyde. It is
used to lace marijuana or other smoking materials to enhance the
high they produce.

whale n. a serious, heavily funded bettor;
a high roller. Gambling. Slang.
1990 Robert Johnson Wall Street Journal
(June 28), p. A1 ! In the parlance of the
casino industry, a huge bettor like Mr. Kashi-
wagi is a “whale,” which surely makes Mr.
Trump his Ahab. 2004 Joe Drape N.Y. Times
(Apr. 26) “Horse Racing’s Biggest Bettors Are
Reaping Richest Rewards” (Int.) ! In horse-
playing parlance, Maury Wolff is a whale, 
one of the thousand or so professional bettors who collectively wager
as much as $1.5 billion a year on thoroughbred races in the United
States. He will not attend the Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs on
Saturday. In fact, he and the other whales rarely set foot in a
racetrack. 2005 Adam Levy, Jeannine DeFoe Bloomberg.com (Mar. 2)
“Harrah’s, MGM Mirage Duel for Supremacy on the Las Vegas Strip”
(Int.) ! Lanni courts the casino’s best clients—“whales,” in industry
parlance—taking semiannual trips to Hong Kong, Taipei, Shanghai
and Singapore, where he hosts as many as three dinners in one night.
2005 Suzette Parmley @ Atlantic City, N.J. Philadelphia Inquirer (Pa.)
(Mar. 11) “Upping the Ante in Atlantic City” (Int.) ! Anthony Patrone,
president of marketing at Resorts, said the range of available funds for
players at the blackjack tournament last weekend was from $25,000 to
$300,000. “Mini-whales,” as he calls them. Whales is casino slang for
gamblers who can lose millions.

whickerbill n. 1. (the foreskin of) a penis; 2. an unsophisticated
person or rustic; 3. a thin, raised edge on an airfoil or fan blade
that adds downward force. Also wicker bill, whickerbill, wicker-
bill. Similar synonyms for the first two senses are peckerhead and
peckerwood, both in a literal definition ‘(a part of) a penis’ and
in a more derogatory one, ‘an unsophisticated person; a redneck.’
Another synonym for the second sense is scissorbill.
1925 Harry Harrison Kroll A Comparative Study of Upper and Lower
Southern Folk Speech (George Peabody College for Teachers, Tenn.)
(Aug.), p. 82 ! Whicker bill. A rustic, servant, poor white trash. Miss.
1939 J.C. Short @ Galena, Mo. Down in the Holler (Oct.) in Pissing in
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the Snow and Other Ozark Folktales (Jan. 1, 1987) Vance Randolph,
p. 91 ! “Does whickerbills count?” says he. The boys argued awhile,
but there ain’t no denying that a whickerbill is part of a man’s prick....
Jack pulled out the God-awfullest tool you ever seen, only on a jack-
ass.... Randolph notes that “whickerbill” is the Ozark word for pre-
puce. 1948 Bill Pucker Independent (Murphysboro, Ill.) (Jan. 28), p. 7
! News from Our Whickerbill Correspondent. Goat Gap, Illinois,
Speshul to Interdependent. It if twernt for Nudge Squat sayin what
Nudge said to the Thumpit twins, Nudge would soon be at his spring
plowin. [1960 Cliff Farrell Evening Sentinel (Holland, Mich.) (Aug. 19)
“The Lean Rider,” p. 14 ! “If a little thing like that’ll cold-chill you,
then you jest naturally won’t tolerate what I’m going to do to this
whicker-bill next.”...He moved to the steer and pressed down the hot
curved end of the iron, forming an insignia. The steer bawled mourn-
fully.] 1971 Albert Murray South to a Very Old Place, p. 172 in Making
Mark Twain Work in the Classroom (May 1, 1999) J. S. Leonard, p. 172
! As for the part about being a nigger, the most obvious thing about
that was that you were not a whicker-bill different like them old peck-
erwoods were. 1984 David B. Kalinich Surviving in Corrections
(Sept. 1), p. 173 ! Wicker Bill or Hillbilly—Person from the South.
1998 Usenet: rec.org.mensa (Mar. 11) “Re: Circumcision” ! The
biggest advantage of being uncircumcised is that with practice, you
can jerk on your wickerbill and cause it to emit a quacking sound.
You can be the life of the party. 1998 Usenet: ca.politics (Dec. 16)
“Re: Nazi’s Were/Tim Starr Can’t Clean the Poop Off His Shoes or Out
of His Mind” ! Since you’ve read Dr Sooos, does this mean you drib-
ble in your cornflakes, and fondle your whickerbill at dusk on full
moon evenings, or what? 2002 Ralph Wiley ESPN.com (May 22) “A
One-Man Rainbow Coalition” (Int.) ! Asian-Americans feel a sense of
pride, accomplishment, even of authorship of Tiger Woods at work.
Everyone does. Bony whicker-bill ranchers out in West Texas eating
chicken-fried steak do, too. 2002 William S. Webster @ South Geor-
gia College Webster’s Home Page (Douglas, Ga.) (Nov. 12) “Dirty Joke”
(Int.) ! He and my father’s nickname for penis was “wickerbill,”
which made sex seem ridiculous, like it was a misshapen bird beak in
your pants that you sometimes dangled into the dark holes of
outhouses, something funnier even than a big nose or butt and a lot
less reliable. [2002 Usenet: alt.politics.democrats (Dec. 30) “Re: Why I
Want Hillary for President?” ! A Wickerbill is a bird that pecks his
own shit!] 2003 Bobby Unser Winners Are Driven (Feb. 14), p. 15
! Dan hand-cut and shaped a couple of pieces of sheet metal that
looked like angle-irons—just 90 degree bent pieces of aluminum. He
had us mount them on the back edges of the rear wing of the car....
His simple “wicker-bill” invention—also known as the Gurney Flap—
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had given us another four miles per hour. 2003 [6 shot] SDH Water-
fowl Forums (Aug. 28) “Duckin” (Int.) ! I think it is up to the guide to
show good judgement and decide based on talking if this is a duck
hunter or some wickerbill. 2003 Shawn Brouse Daily Item (Sunbury,
Pa.) (Sept. 26) “World of Outlaws Invade Mid-State Next Week” (Int.)
! The only thing that could temper this review is the reintroduction
of the allowance of wickerbills on the top wings for the locals in the
Open. A wickerbill produces a downforce or dragging effect on the
car, planting it to the speedway surface. 2004 [Le D’Nah] Petlovers
forum (May 21) “Hello Everyone!” (Int.) ! Let the “good ol’ boys” pull
each others’ wickerbill, the internet is a big place and there is room
for all kinds. 2004 Sterling Johnson Watch Your F*cking Language
(Nov. 3), p. 83 ! In Arkansas, whickerbill is a common term for the
foreskin.

whip n. an automobile. Black English. Hip-Hop. Slang. United States.
1997 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Nov. 19) “Re: You Know You Ghetto
When...” ! When you start your whip with a screwdriver. 2000
Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Dec. 29) “Re: OTP: Subway Trains v. Your
Whip” ! Trains and walking when it comes to the daily grind. Whips
when it’s free time. I can understand the appeal of pushing your own
whip ’round town though. I brought a car back in March and I’ve
gone overboard putting money into it. 2004 Denny Lee N.Y. Times
(Apr. 23) “The Dub Generation: Gearheads Go Hip-Hop” (Int.) ! “It has
some of the hottest whips on the planet,” she added, using the current
East Coast slang for car.

white knowledge n. information acquired without conscious
effort. [This term originated in science fiction writing and is asso-
ciated with author Terry Pratchett, who probably coined it.]
1995 Usenet: alt.fan.pratchett (Feb. 12) “Re: IT Annotations (Spoiler)”
! I think it’s just a joke; the storming of the winter palace in the Rus-
sian Revolution is far more ingrained into people’s “white knowl-
edge.” 1997 Neil Gaiman Neverwhere (July 1), p. 9 ! He continued,
slowly, by a process of osmosis and white knowledge (which is like
white noise, only more useful) to comprehend the city, a process that
accelerated when he realized that the actual City of London itself was
no bigger than a square mile. 1999 Usenet: rec.arts.sf.written.robert-
jordan (Mar. 13) “Re: More on Verin” ! _Why_ must you use the
Socratic method to introduce the Old Testament? I mean, granted,
most of your students will have absorbed the basics in a white knowl-
edge sort of manner—I did, and I’ve never read it. 2000 [Cassady
Toles] (Unknown Armies RPG Mailing List) (Sept. 25) “Pacific NW Clio
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Sites” (Int.) ! My friend Alexai describes the existence of a certain
white knowledge that everyone has, but doesn’t know where they got
it. 2004 Priti Trivedi @ Toms River, N.J. Fractured Blog (Oct. 15) “See
How Busy We Are?” (Int.) ! The production team is slowly picking up
the lingo, so that last night when Chad asked for a “Half apple” I
actually knew 1. what he was talking about 2. where it was and 3.
where he needed to put it. That’s amazing! Okay, so maybe apple
boxes was a bad example, but the amount of “white knowledge” we’re
all picking up on this movie is what keeps us going when the going
gets tough. Or cold.

white space n. an underserved business market or undeveloped
product category. Business. Jargon.
1989 Computing (U.K.) (July 27) “Resellers Feel Pinch as DEC Tight-
ens Belt,” p. 11 ! “Hamilton and ADL have provided extra competi-
tion, while Snergy has gone for niche markets,” he said. DEC’s green
and white space policy meant that Rapid had to move into a different
market area. “We were strong in green space,” Dunne explained, “so
we had to cut a market in white space which has taken us a long
time.” 1993 Christopher Lorenz Financial Times (U.K.) (Oct. 15) “Man-
agement—Avoiding the IBM Trap,” p. 18 ! A group of 150 people were
handpicked for what he and Alberthal call “their ability to think out-
side the box.”...They were broken into five “waves” of 30, focusing on
different issues...a search for “white space” (uncontested new compet-
itive areas). 2004 Diane Stafford Kansas City Star (Kan., Mo.)
(Nov. 23) “Increased Pay Gets Devoured by Inflation” (Int.) ! White
space—a high-growth or unserved market or outside-the-box busi-
ness opportunity. 2004 Mary Lou Roberts iSeries Network (U.S.)
(Dec. 7) “Will Pennsylvania Casinos Gamble on the iSeries?” (Int.)
! Just about everyone in the iSeries community agrees that the key to
survival of the platform is growth in new business opportunities—the
“white space” as the hardware vendors refer to it. Let’s hope that the
iSeries ISVs and resellers will fill that white space with slot machines.

whoadie n. a casual, familiar form of address for a friend. Also
wodie, wody. Black English. Hip-Hop. Louisiana. United States.
[< wardie ‘resident of a political ward.’] This term appears to orig-
inate in the hip-hop scene of New Orleans, La.
1997 Usenet: neworleans.general (Nov. 23) “Re: N.O.L.A. Slang...peep
it out” ! wodie. 1997 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Nov. 23) “Re: SOUTH
SLANG...peep it out” ! “wodie”—just like dog or bruh.... Whazzatnin
wodie. [1998 Usenet: rec.music.hip-hop (Jan. 8) “Re: Regional Slang”
! wody (long O).] 2000 Usenet: alt.sport.qzar (Feb. 26) “Re: 2’s
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Results in Pleasanton...” ! My block hot baby my block burn. My
block on fire whoadie what about yerz? 2000 UBB Developer’s Net-
work (Dec.) “Spotlight” (Int.) ! A “wodie” is basically a New Orleans
slang for “associate” or “homie,” and it’s pronounced WHOA-DEE.
2001 Bryant Gumbel, Alonzo Westbrook “CBS News: The Early Show”
(Feb. 19) “Staying in Step with Slang” ! GUMBEL: What about a
whoadie. WESTBROOK: A term of familiar address from male to
male or female to female. 2004 Yahoo! Finance (June 22) “Cash
Money Records Dominates the Radio Airwaves” (in New York) (Int.) !

Cash Money introduced a number of words like “bling bling” and
“Whoadie” into the hip hop lexicon.

winker n. the anus; the posterior or buttocks. A similar term is
brown eye.
1995 Usenet: alt.tasteless (Mar. 27) “Processed Cheeze” ! When I
finally got the *really hard part* past my winker (marvelous emana-
tions from my prostate noted in the process) the second half was
much softer. 2001 Emma Tom Australian (Feb. 3) “Gettin’ It Down
Pat, Italian Style,” p. 13 ! Whackin’ a young lady on the winker-
stinker should only be illegal if she isn’t a looker. 2003 Roshan
McArthur @ L.A. Sunday Mirror (U.K.) (June 1) “Down-There Hair Care,”
p. 23 ! She says, “Cindee, will you wax my butt?” I flipped her over
on her hands and knees and slapped her winker with wax and—yank,
yank—she was clean as a whistle. 2005 Tristan Taormino Village Voice
(NYC) (July 11) “Britesmile for Bungholes” (Int.) ! We’ve been bleach-
ing lots of Texan winkers.... Anal bleaching is based on the idea that
there is one perfect shade of ass.

witches’ knickers n.pl. plastic
bags that have caught in trees
or bushes. Environment. Slang.
United Kingdom.
2000 Katharine Blake Irish Times
(Dec. 23) “Degradable Witches’
Knickers,” p. 66 ! Two-thirds of
this is plastic carrier bags, which
end up in landfill or blowing about
in trees and hedges (now known 
colloquially as “witches knickers”). 2004 [T. Feran] Plain Dealer
(Cleveland, Ohio) (May 2) “Writer Branches Out to Snagging Bags”
(Int.) ! A woman told them that in Ireland bags in trees are called
witches’ knickers. 2004 Margie Wylie Times-Picayune (New Orleans,
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La.) (Oct. 21) “Blight of Bags Bringing Bans,” p. 1 ! Alaskans call
them “tundra ghosts” and “landfill snowbirds.” In China, they’re
“white pollution.” South Africans have sarcastically dubbed them
their “national flower.” Snagged in treetops in Ireland, they become
“witches’ knickers.”

wizzo n. among military aircraft personnel, a weapons systems
operator. Acronym. Jargon. Military. Technology. United States. [Pro-
nunciation of the first letters of weapons systems operator or
officer.]
1986 Russel Watson, John Barry, John Walcott Newsweek (Apr. 28)
“Reagan’s Raiders,” p. 26 ! A skilled “Wizzo”—weapons-systems
operator—can achieve good accuracy with only one aiming device,
but the planners established the “double lock” rule to make sure the
right targets were hit. 1991 Tulsa Tribune (Okla.) (Jan. 18) “Combat
Beginner Says Strike Awesome,” p. 17A ! His “wizzo” weapons system
officer, Maj. Billy Wilhite, 36, of Monroe, La., said, “Nobody has ever
shot at us before.” 2004 Michael Shinabery Alamogordo News
(N.Mex.) (Dec. 16) “American F-4s Future Is Mothballed” (Int.) ! Lt.
Col. Mark Buccigrossi’s the back-seat wizzo—vernacular for the acro-
nym WSO, or weapons system officer/navigator—in the F-4 Phantom.

woobie n. a security blanket; a blankie; a favorite toy or object.
Also wooby. Colloquial. United States.
1989 Usenet: rec.arts.movies (Dec. 2) “Batman (Spoiler)” ! The scene
where he was trying to tell Vicky Vale that he was really Batman
reminded me of Mr. Mom where Keaton is trying to explain to his
son that he’ll get him another “wooby.” 1999 Rita Kempley Washing-
ton Post (Oct. 1) “ ‘Grouchland’: Everything’s A-Okay,” p. C5 ! The resi-
dent villain, Huxley (Mandy Patinkin, suitably silly in a
scenery-chewing turn), steals Elmo’s “wooby”—his word for the blan-
ket—thus forcing the littlest Muppet on a perilous quest to retrieve it.
1999 Times-Picayune (New Orleans, La.) (Dec. 5) “Myers’ Family
Comes Together to Help Heal Grief” (in Cincinnati, Ohio) ! In the
same way that each member of the family chose something that rep-
resented them and placed it in Chip’s casket, Adam and Holly and
their children chose Connor’s pacifier and Janie’s “woobie.” 2004
Gwen Schmidt Library Squirrel (Can.) (Nov. 20) “The Woobie” (Int.)
! I don’t actually even know how to spell the word “woobie.” All I
know is that the Engineer always used it to mean “a shirt that is really
warm and comfortable, but that is in such bad shape that you could
never wear it outside your house.”

woobie

397



woo-woo adj. concerned with emotions, mysticism, or spiritual-
ism; other than rational or scientific; mysterious; new agey. Also
n., a person who has mystical or new age beliefs.
1986 Carol M. Ostrom Seattle Times (Wash.) (June 20) “In the Spirit—
New Age Adherents Follow a Personal Path,” p. E1 ! Of course, not
everyone who thinks that science doesn’t tell all would think it’s rea-
sonable to believe, as Gibson does, that one can program crystals with
thought energy. But Gibson says there is ample evidence—both scien-
tific and subjective—that crystals can help in healing and transforma-
tion. “You can say it’s woo-woo,” she says with a laugh. “But it works.
I go with what works.” 1990 Usenet: ran.ragforum (May 28)
“Thoughts on the Bombing” ! My thoughts on this past weekend...
(emotional but not too woo woo). There is no logic to the outrage,
the helplessness, the constant frustration, and the relentless struggle

that we as activists feel on an ongoing basis and for this particular
event in our lives. 1992 Howie Movshovitz Denver Post (Colo.)

(May 29) “Muddled ‘Poison Ivy ’ Implies More Than It Delivers,” p. 6F
! The movie jumbles Cooper’s occasional poor insights with some-
thing like a bad book on adolescent psychology, a worse self-help
book and a thoroughly unoriginal horror story. You can see the movie
reaching for importance and a kind of woo-woo seriousness. 1995
Sean Mitchell L.A. Times (Dec. 31) “Following Her Instincts,” p. 10
! I didn’t give a good audition either. I’ve always felt that [the late]
Jean Rosenthal, who was the real Ginger, helped me get the part. That
sounds kind of woo-woo, but we’re in L.A., so what the hell. 1996
Usenet: bit.listserv.dorothyl (Mar. 22) “Theater/Blanche/Starving/Mr.
Moto” ! Some of the spirituality stuff was a bit “woo woo la la” for
my tastes, but not so much so that it was a problem. 1999 Lee Caroll,
Jan Tober Indigo Children (May 1), p. 131 ! She considers my meta-
physical matters rather woo-woo. 2001 Julia McCord Omaha World-
Herald (Neb.) (July 22) “Charity Event Rubs Donors the Right Way,”
p. 5B ! When a friend suggested 10 years ago that Deb Oetken get a
massage, she scoffed. “Yeah, right!” she thought to herself. “What
kind of woo-woo stuff is that?” 2002 Eric Mortenson Oregonian
(Portland) (Mar. 22) “Gresham’s 2002-03 Budget Draft Balances with
Whacks and Freezes,” p. C2 ! Not to get too woo-woo about symbol-
ism, but the boiler broke down at Gresham City Hall on Thursday,
providing an appropriately chilly atmosphere as interim City Manager
Rob Fussell prepared his budget message. 2003 Usenet: rec.arts
.mystery (Apr. 9) “Re: Connolly, _White Road_” ! To be a proper woo-
woo, you must follow these rules:...Never look for the simplest, most
obvious cause of something.... Always favor the conspiracy angle over
the boring angle.... Don’t accept mainstream science.... Memorize all
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the sci-babble terms used in the Star Trek series.... Always claim that
the other guy is “closed-minded.” 2004 David Ramsdale Red Hot
Tantra (Mar. 1), p. 118 ! Leave it to his kooky sister to think that sit-
ting around with a bunch of woo-woos was going to get him a date.
2005 [Mimi Smartypants] Mimi Smartypants (Chicago) (Apr. 6) (Int.)
! I am curious how they handle this particular song, since surely our
slightly woo-woo preschool, which decorated paper Easter eggs for
“spring” while seemingly making an effort not to actually mention
Easter, does not sing the “Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say your prayers”
line that I learned back in the jump rope days.

worm poll n. a continuous survey taken of a live audience to mea-
sure reactions to a political speech or debate. Media. Politics.
[1996 San Antonio Express-News (Tex.) (June 5) “A Worm Poll: Sorry,
Dennis Rodman: Many Respondents to an Online Poll Say They Want
You in a Bulls Uniform Next Season, But Not at a $10 Million Price
Tag” (title).] 1996 Ruth Laugesen Dominion (New Zealand) (Oct. 8)
“Clark Wins ‘Worm’ Poll,” p. 1 ! Labour leader Helen Clark was last
night judged a two-time winner by undecided voters operating an
electronic “worm” in the final TVNZ leaders’ debate, with Alliance
leader Jim Anderton close on her heels. 2002 Alister Browne Evening
Standard (New Zealand) (July 23) “Worm Poll Cannot Be Trusted,” p. 3
! The poll of 696 people showed 27 percent remained undecided.
Similarly with the “worm” TV studio audience, there was no way of
figuring who people were going to vote for or whether their
emotional reactions would turn into a solid preference. 2004 (AAP
Bulletins) (Australia) (Sept. 12) “The Worm Turns for Latham in
Debate” (in Canberra) ! Opposition Leader Mark Latham was the
runaway winner in tonight’s live televised debate with Prime Minister
John Howard, the “worm” poll of audience members showed. 2005
David Rowan Times (London, Eng.) (Apr. 9) “A Guide to...Election-
speak” (Int.) ! The swingometer, meanwhile, has been surpassed by
on-screen worm polls, tracking audience reaction to speeches in real
time. 2005 Guardian (U.K.) (Apr. 11) “Breaking the Code,” p. 8
! Those who like nothing better than an evening watching “The West
Wing” know the format. Voters turn a dial to say if they are pleased,
indifferent or hostile as they listen to a speech. A “worm poll”
describes the lines which slither across the screen to record their
instant reaction.

worm poll

399



yampee n. the crust of mucous that
forms in the corner of the eye. Trinidad
& Tobago.
1992 Usenet: soc.culture.caribbean
(Feb. 20) “Trini Words for the WEEK”
! YAMPEE—Mucus, found in the corner
of the eyes after a sleep. 2003 Kevin
Baldeosingh Kevin Baldeosingh—Caribbean
Writer, Author, Journalist, Trinidad and
Tobago (Nov. 7) “Freudian Slips” (Int.) 
! You en see all dem Creole eye have yampee in em! 2004 [Hook]
UrlUnknown (Apr. 18) “Ever Been Talking to a Hot Guy and...“ (Int.) !

U trying to tell me that some sweaty, pimple-faced jackass with snat
running down dey nose, yampee in dey eyes and headflakes all over
dey clothes will have a chance with u?! 2004 [imusic]
CaribbeanCricket.com (Sept. 25) “England and Vaughn—Chokers!!!!!”
(Int.) ! Belittlin de opposition doh take away de yampee in we own
eye. 2005 Roger James TnTisland.com (Trinidad & Tobago) (Jan. 5)
“Trini Xmas Special #5: Parang! Parang!” (Int.) ! So wash dem glasses
and bring out de rum. Before yuh blink and wipe de yampee out yuh
eye, Dem boys go be in front we gate singing “Cy, Cy,Cy.”

Yankee dime n. a (perfunctory) kiss. Slang. United States. This term
appears to originate in the South.
1900 Landmark (Statesville, N.C.) (Aug. 28) “A Great Day at
Troutman’s,” p. 3 ! When the boys and girls husked corn together and
the boys hustled like the very mischief to get the first red ear—won-
der why?—and then attended the girls home from these husking bees
and night singings, bidding them good-night in the moonlight at the
front gate and going home with a bran[d]-new Yankee dime, feeling
prouder and more independent than any of the present generation.
1928 Indiana Weekly Messenger (Pa.) (June 7) “Colloquial,” p. 6
! “Yankee dime” is a slang term used in some sections of the United
States, particularly in the South, to denote a kiss, just as “Dutch quar-
ter” is used to mean a hug. In some sections “Quaker nickel” is
employed in the same sense as “Yankee Dime.” 2004 Merle Kessler
DBMT (San Francisco) (Sept. 29) “Yankee Dime” (Int.) ! Yankee
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Dime—This is Texas slang, apparently (I read it in the Lone Star
Iconoclast!) for an insincere kiss. President Bush sure knows how to
spend those.

yard sale n. especially in skiing
or other snow-based sports, a
fall or spill; a wipeout. Slang.
Sports. [Perhaps from the ap-
pearance of “sporting goods
spread out all over the yard.”]
1988 Bob MacDonald Boston
Globe (Mass.) (Jan. 31) “A Turn for
the Better After a Year Off the
Slopes, a Skier Bravely Undergoes
Six Days of Basic Training,” p. 18 
! responded to her praise with a “face plant” and “yard sale”—falling
flat while my skis and poles went in four directions. It might have
hurt if we both hadn’t been laughing so hard. 1991 Usenet: rec.skiing
(Jan. 3) “Re: Ski Goggles” ! On the other hand, goggles can be a pain,
tend to fog up at the wrong moments and are just another piece of
hardware to recover after a “yard sale” type fall. 1997 Usenet:
alt.magick (Oct. 21) “Re: T’ai-Chi Skiing: The Dance of the Cosmos”
! The “yard sale” resulted completely from the fact that I was going
too fast, given the fact that I was coming down from an easy slope
where all the folks around me were going waaaay slower, and doing
occasional panic stops. 2004 Tamara Miller @ Vail Mountain Vail Daily
(Colo.) (Nov. 27) “Skiers and Boarders Unite in Battle Against the Fall”
(Int.) ! A good fall always makes for a good story. But boarders and
skiers agreed that wearing a helmet is essential for making your aver-
age yard sale nothing more than a goofy tale to tell your friends.
2005 Ventura County Star (Calif.) (July 4) “Cycling Through the Lingo”
(Int.) ! Yard sale: A horrendous crash that leaves all of your belong-
ings scattered as if on display for sale. Also a skiing term.

yips n. nervousness that interferes with precision playing, especially
in golf; a case of nerves; the jitters. Sports. [Golfer Sam Snead
has been credited with coining this word, but while he certainly
used it, no evidence has been found to support the claim.] Usu.
with the definite article: the yips.
1937 Bill Braucher @ New York Hammond Times (Ind.) (July 3) “Tales
in Tidbits,” p. 9 ! Carl Hubbell says he got the “yips” so bad during
his recent slump that he was walking into closed doors. 1940 Hutt
Martin Nevada State Journal (Reno) (Aug. 11) “It ’s Well Worth While to
Practice on Getting Out of Golfing Trouble,” p. 14 ! The grass between
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the ball and the blade will cause a bit of run so allow for it and prac-
tice this shot at least twenty times the next time you go out, not that
you will perfect it that quickly but having practiced it—it won’t give
you those mental yips the next time you’re in that spot. 1984 Jim
Lassiter Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) (June 15) “Moody a Winner
on Seniors Tour Moody Finds New Life on Seniors Tour” ! He had
what they call the “yips.”...If you’re a golfer and you have the “yips,”
you don’t have to be told what they are. You also don’t have to be told
you’re in trouble. 2004 Barry Horn Dallas Morning News (Tex.)
(July 3) “Rangers’ Bierbrodt Tries to Put Shooting Behind Him” (Int.) !

After winning his first game against the Mariners on June 23, pitching
six encouraging innings, Bierbrodt’s control looked lost again. In 1
2/3 innings Monday, he walked five batters. Once more, some misses
could be measured in feet. In baseball, such misfiring is referred to as
“yips.” They cost one-time Pittsburgh star Steve Blass his career. Most
recently, St. Louis pitcher Rick Ankiel was afflicted with the yips in
2000.

Yuma n. In Cuba, a nickname for the United States; an American.
Cuba. Spanish. [The etymological information in the 1996 cite and
last 2004 cite is unverified. Another claim that it comes from a
corrupted pronunciation by Cubans of the English words “united
states” is less likely.] In Spanish, the word is used with the defi-
nite article: La Yuma.
1991 Don Rosen Orange County Register (Calif.) (May 19) “After
Treacherous Voyage, Refugees Seek Fresh Start in Irvine,” p. H9 ! For
years they dreamed of coming to “la yuma,” as the United States is
known in Cuba. 1996 Usenet: soc.culture.cuba (Jan. 21) “Re: What
Does Gusano Mean?” ! Tu si te las sabes todas, desde el Rosita de
Hornedo hasta lo de la Yuma. Efectivamente, no se si te recuerdas, se
trataba de una pelicula de Glenn Ford, “The 3:10 to Yuma” Asi creo
que se llamaba. Esta pelicula cuando la echaron formo tremendo
revuelo, pues en los cines en esos dias lo que estaban “echando” era
pura bazofia del campo socialista. Se formaron tremendas colas y la
gente comenzo a popularizar y asociar Yuma con USA. 2004 Anita
Snow @ Cojimar, Cuba Miami Herald (Fla.) (Aug. 11) “Repeat of ’94
‘Rafter’ Crisis Less” (Int.) ! The upheaval of 1994 began when thou-
sands of Cubans crowded Havana’s sea wall to cheer on the latest of
many ferry hijackings by passengers bent on reaching “La Yuma”—
slang for the United States. *2004 Tom Miller Traveler’s Tales
(Aug. 12) “Cuba: Introduction” (Int.) ! In Cuban street slang, yuma
means a foreigner, more specifically, someone from a non-Spanish
speaking European or North American country, and most particu-
larly, from the United States. When someone asks my brother-in-law
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where his sister went, he might say, “Se fue pa’ la yuma.” She went to
the United States. Or an American tourist strolling down Havana’s
Prado might hear, “¡Oye, yuma! ¡Ven acá!” Hey ‘merican, com’ere!
Yuma is a word unknown in Mexico or any other Spanish-speaking
country that I know of.... The Cuban street-slang yuma derives
directly from the film 3:10 to Yuma.

yumptious adj. delicious. Food & Drink. [yummy + scrumptious]
1957 Nancy and Temple Fielding Syracuse Herald-American (N.Y.)
(Aug. 4) “Next Time You’re in Belgium Try This Pint-Size Restaurant”
! The other chose, as usual, the “Sabayon Fielding”—a yumptious
creation which the inventor was kind enough to name in our honor
several years ago. 1980 William Safire N.Y. Times Mag. (Sept. 21) “On
Language: Living in Synonymy,” p. 16 ! This scholarly, no-frills
econiche for neologisms makes yumptious reading from here to
Bosnywash. 1990 Usenet: soc.singles (Apr. 11) “Re: A Stupid Poll for
the Ages” ! Fresh ground, mornings, with Oatmeal, brown sugar,
nuts, yumptious. 1991 Tom Shales Dallas Morning News (Tex.)
(Dec. 8) “TV Is a Weighty Problem When You’re on a Diet,” p. 4C
! One of the newest cereals is made in the shape of yumptious,
scrumptious cinnamon minibuns. 2005 St. Paul Pioneer Press (Minn.)
(Feb. 15) “Anyone Got the Dope on Humbums?” (Int.) ! You could
slaver them with butter or powdered sugar or jam.... Humbums were
yumptious.
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zeitgeber n. a naturally occurring cue, such as light or tempera-
ture, that regulates biological rhythms; something that influences
or regulates the timing or rhythm of something else. Biology. Ger-
man. Germany. Jargon. Science. [zeit ‘time’ + geber ‘giver.’ Coined
by scientist Jürgen Aschoff, ca. 1954.]
1958 Colin Pittendrigh, Victor Bruce, Peter Kaus (Proceedings of the
Natl. Acad. of Sciences) (U.S.) (Sept. 15) “On the Significance of Tran-
sients in Daily Rhythms,” vol. 44, no. 9, p. 966 (Int.) ! Light and tem-
perature are the only periodic or quasi-periodic environmental
variables to which endogenous oscillation can be coupled: in nature
they entrain the endogenous oscillation, thereby controlling period
and establishing appropriate phase. They are, to use Aschoff ’s phrase,
the principal Zeitgeber. 1962 Miklos D. F. Udvardy American Midland
Naturalist (Apr.) “Biology and Comparative Physiology of Birds,”
vol. 67, no. 2, pp. 507-8 (Int.) ! No reference is made to diurnal activ-
ity, Orstreue, Zeitgeber, and other terms of the last thirty years. 2003
Franz Halberg Journal of Circadian Rhythms (Sept. 24) “Transdiscipli-
nary Unifying Implications of Circadian Findings in the 1950s” (Int.)
! All three of us redefined our terms, they a zeitgeber and I a
synchronizer (as primary or secondary), respectively, as an external
agent, usually a cycle that does not “give” time and merely synchro-
nizes existing body time with its own. 2004 Alison Stein Wellner
Inc.com (NYC) (June) “The Time Trap,” p. 42 (Int.) ! These “external
pacers” are known among academics as zeitgebers—German for “time
givers” and they exert tremendous influence on your company. Zeit-
gebers can include anything from the fiscal year to the production
schedule of a supplier to the school calendar in your community, and
every company possesses a unique set of them.

zhing-zhong n. merchandise made in Asia; cheaply made, inex-
pensive, or substandard goods. Business. Slang. Zimbabwe.
*2004 [The Woodpecker] Standard (Zimbabwe) (July 22) “Christmas
Comes Early for People of Tsholotsho” (Int.) ! Shavings can only
advise that, judging from what we hear, the “Zhing Zhong” condoms
may not be that protective to Zimbabweans, many of whom are of
bigger built than your average Chinese man. 2004 Financial Gazette
(Harare, Zimbabwe) (July 29) “Save Us from ‘Zhing-Zhongs,’ Say
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Leather Industry Players” (Int.) ! A deluge of cheap counterfeits, nick-
named “zhing-zhongs,” imported mainly from Asia, has threatened
the viability of the country’s leather industry. 2004 Vincent Kahiya
Zimbabwe Independent (Harare) (July 30) “Locals Exposed” (Int.)
! Zhing-zhong is the street lingo for products from Asia—mainly
China—which have hit the country.

ziatype n. a photo-printing process that uses palladium and plat-
inum and does not require developer fluid. Arts. [The process was
created by photographer Richard Sullivan of Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico. Technical details of ziatype can be found at his web site,
bostick-sullivan.com/ziatype.htm, where it is explained that “the
Ziatype was named for the ancient New Mexico Anasazi pueblo
people’s symbol for the sun. The Zia is the familiar circular image
with 4 sets of 4 rays seen on the flag of New Mexico.”]
1997 Usenet: Paul Romaniuk (Oct. 2) “Paper Negatives” ! I’m getting
interested in trying some alternative processes like kallitype and
ziatype. For this, I’ll need to convert 35 mm negs and positives to
8X10, 11X14 etc. paper negatives for the contact printing. 1998
Richard Farber Historic Photographic Processes (Oct. 1), p. 112
! Richard Sullivan announced a palladium and gold POP (and
developing-out) process in 1996 called the Ziatype. Lithium
chloropalladite is used for cool tones and the addition of sodium
tungstate to give warm brown to sepia tones. 1998 Sil Horwitz PSA
Journal (Nov. 1) “Tools for Photographers” ! Continuing with “alter-
native” photography, Richard Sullivan and Carl Weese are the authors
of a new definitive work, The New Platinum Print.... This covers the
complete field of chemical and procedural controls of color and con-
trast for expressive photographic printing in platinum, palladium, and
gold, introducing the new Ziatype process, while explaining in detail
the traditional methods. 2005 Robert McFarlane Sydney Morning Her-
ald (Australia) (May 17) “From the Mean Streets to Silent Meadows”
(Int.) ! Kersey uses several processes for printing his pictures, from
traditional silver gelatin prints to a mysterious, little-known technique
called a ziatype.
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For Further Information
One place where some of today’s English-language professionals,
amateurs, and gadabouts hash out the serious and frivolous ques-
tions of modern language is on the e-mail list of the American
Dialect Society (ADS).

ADS, founded in 1889 at Harvard University, has always had
on its member roster a comfortable mixture of professionals and
amateurs. Although such language greats as Sir William Craigie (the
third editor of the Oxford English Dictionary and chief editor of
the Dictionary of American English) sat on the ADS advisory board
and although the society included writers such as H. L. Mencken
(among other works, author of The American Language, last edition
published 1948, and editor of the journal The American Mercury),
in the 1930s and 1940s the pages of the ADS journal American
Speech were heavy with the names of now-forgotten contributors
and commentators who by their own admission were dilettantes.

The pages of the journal are now held to much stricter acade-
mic standards; the e-mail list (ADS-L), however, is its egalitarian
counterweight. Even more than the society, ADS-L subscribers rep-
resent all facets and professions of English usage and study: lexi-
cographers, etymologists, editors, reporters, professors, students,
linguists, grammarians, and interested nonscholarly observers and
word-lovers. Now going on its fifteenth year, membership to the
e-mail list continues to be freely open and includes participants
from around the world.

The content of the list—whose daily messages can measure in
the hundreds—has an excellent signal to noise ratio, meaning that
idle chatter, spam, or flame wars are kept to a minimum. Many of
the messages contain antedatings—recently found citations that
prove a lexical item existed before the dates currently given in dic-
tionaries. (Most often, these dates are compared against the Oxford
English Dictionary, which is simultaneously the most-lauded and
most-corrected dictionary in English.) Other messages discuss
catchphrases, odd usages, pet peeves and bugaboos, comments on
the language of public figures, memories of favorite family words,
and, every couple of years, a fresh outbreak of the coke vs. soda vs.
pop debate. And, of course, it’s not just lexicons and vocabularies

411



that get attention: changes in the sound and structure of Ameri-
can language are a constant topic.

That kind of collaborative atmosphere, where the professional
and the amateur can mingle, brings together all sorts of personal-
ities. Any new member to the list will note in particular the word-
hunters, the men and women who hunt down new language and
post their results to the e-mail list. They share many traits: a bit of
obsessiveness, a drive for truth and accuracy, an eagerness to defy
conventional wisdom and overturn popular beliefs, and a good level
of computer aptitude. They also do not limit themselves to fun and
quirky new words but recognize the value of researching humdrum
everyday words, too. Their collegiality means they collaborate by
sharing their findings freely, but their competitive spirit compels
them to search just a bit harder for the antedatings, or look a bit
deeper for new words and changing language, so they can have
“eureka” moments.

You can join the society or subscribe to its e-mail list at
americandialect.org.
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