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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE
BY

THE TRANSLATOR.

Some yearsago I presented the public with a translation of Frederick *
Schlegel’s Philosophy of History, which may be termed a sort of * Dis.
course on Universal History,” adapted to the actual state and wants
of Catholic Science. I now venture to bring forward a translation of
a work that has been called by a French critic a necessary supplement
to Bossuet’s “ History of the Variations of the Protestant Churches”—
a work well suited also to the present necessities of the Catholic
Church, and fitted for the existing state of controversy between the two
great religious parties in Europe.

The kind reception which my former task experienced from the Brit-
ish public, at a time when all Catholic productions were still viewed

with peculiar distrust and aversion, encourages me to hope that now,
when so happy and so remarkable a change has come over the Protes-
tant mind of England, the same indulgence will not be refused to my
present effort. The work, indeed, whereof a translation is now offered
to the public, enters far more deeply into the discussion of those great
questions, which divide the minds and the hearts of our countrymen.
The moral wound that for three centuries hath disfigured the aspect,
crippled or misapplied the energy, and exhausted the vital forces of our
country, is here probed with a firm and dexterous, though most gentle
hand. Yet Dr. Moehler’s book is more historical, explanatory, andana-
Iytical, than really polemical. And the spirit of eminent charity, which
breathes through his pages—the mild accents wherewith error is re-
buked—the aversion from all exaggeration, that will never push beyond
their legitimate bearing the words of an adversary—the exquisite sense
of justice, that never fails to award to merit, wherever it is found, its
due recognition; that is ever ready to make allowance for human
frailty ; that amid the greatest aberrations of the human mind, points
vith pleasure to the truths which tempered them, as well as to the -
truths which they abused ; tbat even in the most hideous caricatures
of faraticism loves to seek out some trait of the Divine original, which
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that fanaticism strove to realize or restore ;—all these qualities, [ trust,
will not fail to obtain from the author, even from the most prejudiced
Protestant, an impartial and attentive hearing.

A distinguished English Protestant writer once characterized Bos-
suel’s ¢ History of the Variations,” as a book * where a Catholic might
study his religion, and a Protestant learn logic.” The same remark
applies in an equal, perhaps more eminent, degree, to Moehler’s Sym-
bolism ; yet with this difference, that the latter is a work, where a Pro-
testant, too, may study his religion. The Protestant of every denomi-
nalion may here see the tenets of his own religious community on the
controverted points stated and explained according to the most solemn
and unexceptionable of all authorities—the public formularies of that
religious community itself. The declarations of such formularies are
placed in juxta-position with those of the Catholic Church. By this
means, the better understanding of the doctrines of either Church is
promoted ; mutual misconceptions are obviated ; the points of agree-
ment, as well as the points of divergence, are more prominently brought
out ; the means for the reconciliation of religious parties are at once
laid open and facilitated ; and as a clearer knowledge of error leads of
necessity to a better appreciation of truth, the return to the true Church
is thus at once rendered more easy and more certain.

This work, in its apologetical parts, noticing but cursorily or inci-
dentally the historical and traditionary proofs of the Catholic faith, and
confining itself in general to an a priori vindication of our tencts, I re.
commend the Protestant reader, who happens to be totally unacquainted
with writings of Catholic controversy, to consult, prior to the perusal
of the Symbolism, one or more of the approved books of Catholic evi.
dences; where the external, as well as intrinsic, arguments in favour of
our Church are more fully and elaborately entered into. Among these,
I may particularly recommend three excellent works, which, though
differing in their plan, will furnish the Protestant with the proofs- re-
quired. I mean the Right Rev. Dr. Milner's solid and instructive book,
The End of Religious Controversy; Dr. Kirk’s learned work, The
Fuaith of Catholics ; and the ingenious, learned, and eloquent Lectures
on the Principal Doctrines and Practices of the Catholic Church, by my
illustrious friend, the Right Rev. Dr. Wiseman. If| besides one or
other of these works, the Protestant reader has leisure to consult the
history by Bossuet, above referred to, he will then derive from the pe-
rusal of the Symbolism more spiritual advantage and intellectual profit ;
and will find but few passages that will present a difficulty. In the
course of perusal it will be well for him frequently to refer to the decrees
of the Council of Trent.
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The word “ Symbolism,” or, as the Germans say, * Symbolik,” has,
it is proper to observe, a two-fold signification. Sometimes it means
the science, that has for its object to explain the symbol, or outward
signs used in the religions of antiquity ; and in this sense it is em-
ployed by Creuzer, as the title to his celebrated work on that subject.
At other times, the word is used by German divines, Catholic and Pro-
testant, to signify the science of comparative inquiry into the Confes-
sions, or Symbolical writings, of the different Christian Churches ; and
this is the sense it bears in the title to the book here translated.

There is a small, but learned work, entitled Confessions of Faith, by
my lamented friend, the late Mr. Charles Butler, where the reader will
find an interesting literary history of the formularies of the different
Christian communities.

It was my wish that this translation should have appeared two years
ago; but other literary occupations have, contrary to my hope, retarded
its publication. The Protestant mind, however, I flatter myself, is now
better prepared for the reception of the work, than at the period referred
to; and if, in the great moral ferment which now pervades my coun-
try, it should be the means of allaying and reconciling, in any degree,
the agitated elements of religious strife ; if it should extricate but one
spirit from the difficulties, the distractions, and the anguish of doubt,
wherein so many are now involved, and should help him on to the solu-
tion of that great problem, whereon all depends, I shall consider my
labour to be more than sufficiently recompensed. May He, from whom
every good gift descends, shed his blessing on the present undertaking,
and enable all to come to the perusal of the work with the suitable dis-
positions !

Wurzsora, Bavaria,

August, 1843,
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Every book has a two-fold history ; a history before, and a history
after its publication. The first can be described only by the author
himself; and respecting this, the public imposes on him the duty to
make no mystery, and, accordingly, to relate to it partly the outward
occasions that induced him to undertake the composition of his work ;
and partly to assign the more intrinsic reasons, by which he was deter-
mined to the undertaking. Hereupon I have now to communicate to
the indulgent reader the following remarks.

The present work has arisen out of a course of lectures, that for
several years I have delivered on the doctrinal differences between
Catholics and Protestants. On this subject it has been the custom, for
years, in all the Lutheran and Calvinistic universities of Germany, to
deliver lectures to the students of theology ; and highly approving of
this custom, I resolved to transplant it to the Catholic soil, for the fol-
lowing reasons. Certainly those, who are called to take the lead in
theological learning, may be justly expected to acquire a solid and
comprehensive knowledge of the tenets of the religious communities,
that for so long a time have stood opposed to each other in mutual
rivalry, and still endeavour to maintain this their position. Justly are
they required not to rest satisfied by any means with mere general, un.
certain, obscure, vague, and unconnected notions upon the great vital
question, which has not only, for three hundred years, continually
agitated the religious life of Europe, but has in part so deeply and
mightily convulsed it.

If the very notion of scientific culture makes it the duty of the theo-
logian to enter with the utmost possible precision and depth into the
nature of the differences that divide religious parties ; if it imperiously
requires him to set himsell in a condition to render account of, and
asmign the grounds for, the doctrinal peculiarities of the different com-
nunions ; so, regard for his own personal dignity and satisfaction of
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mind, presses the matter on him ; nay, on every well-instructed Chris-
tian, with a still more imperious claim. For what is less consistent with
our own self-respect, than to neglect instituting the most careful and
accurate inquiry into the grounds and foundation of our own religious
belief; and convincing ourselves whether, and how far, we stand on a
firm footing, or whether we have not placed ourselves on some treacher-
ous covering, that conceals beneath it an enormous abyss? How is it
possible to enjoy a true and solid peace of the soul, when in the midst
of great ecclesiastical communities, that all pretend alike to the posses-
sion of the pure and unmutilated truth, we stand almost without reflec-
tion, and without possessing any adequate instruction? There is, in-
deed, in this respect, a quiet, such as they possess, in relation to a future
life, who are utterly heedless whether there be such a state. This is a
quiet that casts deep, indelible disgrace on any being endowed with
reason. Every man, accordingly, owes it to himself, to acquire the
clearest conception of the doctrinal peculiarities, the inward power and
strength, or the inward weakness and untenableness of the religious
community, whereof he acknowledges himself a member ; a conception
which entirely depends on a very accurate and precise knowledge of
the opposite system of belief. There can even be no solid acquisition,
nor confident use of the arguments for any communion, unless they be
conceived in relation to the antagonist system. Nay, a solid acquaint-
ence with any confession, must necessarily include its apology, if at
least that confession make any pretensions to truth. For every edu-
cated Christian possesses such general notions of religion and Chris-
tianity—he possesses such general acquaintance with Holy Writ—that
80 soon as any proposition be presented to him in its true light, and in
its general bearings, he can form a judgment as to its truth, and imme-
diately discern its conformity or its repugnance to the fundamental
doctrines of Christianity.

We are also at a loss to discover, how a practical theologian, especi-
ally in countries where conflicting communions prevail, can adequately
discharge his functions, when he is unable to characterize the distinc-
tive doctrines of those communions. For public homilies, indeed, on mat-
ters of religious controversy, the cycle of Catholic festivals, conformably
to the originand the nature of our Church, happily gives no occasion. All
the festivals established by her have reference only to factsin the life of
Jesus Christ, and to those truths, whereon all our faith and all our hopes
depend ; as well as to the commemoration of those highly meritorious
servants of God, who hold a distinguished place in the history of the
Church, such, in particular, as were instrumental in the general propa-
gation and consolidation of Christianity, and in its special introduction
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into certain countries. For the office of preaching, accordingly, the
Catholic pastor, with the exception of some very rare and peculiar
cases, can make no immediate use of his knowledge of other creeds.
On the other hand, we may hope that his discourses on the doctrines of
the Catholic faith, will be rendered more solid, more comprehensive,
more animated, and more impressive, when those doctrines have been
studied by him, in their opposition to the antagonist confessions in the
strict sense of that word. That the highest class of catechumens
should receive solid instruction, nay, a far more solid one than has
hitherto been given, on the dogmas controverted between Christians ;
nay, that in this instruction, the doctrinal differences should be ex.
plicitly, and as fully as possible attended to, is a matter on which I
entertain not the slightest doubt. Whence proceeds the deplorable
helplessness of many Catholics, when, in their intercourse with Protes-
tants, the concerns of religious faith come under discussion? Whence
the indifference of so meny among them towards their own religion ?
From what other cause, but from their almost total ignorance of the
doctrinal peculiarities of their Church, in respect to other religious
communities? Whence comes it, that whole Catholic parishes are so
easily seduced by the false mysticism of their curates, when these hap-
pen to be secretly averse to the doctrines of the Church? Whence
even the fact, that many curates are so open to the pietistic errors, but
because both, priest and congregation, have never received the adequate,
nay, any instruction at all, respecting the doctrinal differences between
the Churches? How much are Catholics put to shame by the very
great activity which Protestants display in this matter ! It is of course
to be understood, that instruction on these points of controversy must be
imparted with the utmost charity, conciliation, and mildness, with a sin-
cere love of truth, and without any exaggeration, and with constantly
impressing on the minds of men, that however we be bound to reject
errors (for the pure doctrine of Jesus Christ, and the Gospel truth, is the
most sacred -property of man), yet are we required by our Church to
embrace all men with love, for Christ’s sake, and to evince.in their re.
gard all the abundance of Christian virtues, Lastly, it is clear, that
opportune and inopportune questions, consultations, and conferences, on
the doctrines controverted between the Churches, will never fail to oc-
eur ; but, most assuredly, the appropriate reply, the wished-for counsel,
and the instructive refutation, will be wanting, in case the pastor be not
solidly grounded in a knowledge of the respective formularies of the
Christian communities,

But if what I have said justifies the delivery of academic courses, on
the doctrinal peculiarities of the different communions, yet it proves not
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the necessity of their publication, at least as regards their essential sub-
stance. On this subject I will take the liberty of making the following
remarks. In the Protestant Church, for many years, a series of manu-
als, on Symbolism, have been published. The elder Plank, Marheineke
(in two works, a larger and a smaller), Winer, Clausen, and others, have
tried their efforts in this department. The Catholics, indeed, on their
part, have put forth a great multitude of apologetic and such like works,
baving for their object to correct the misrepresentation of our doctrines
as set forth by non-Catholics. But any book containing a scientific
discussion of all the doctrinal peculiarities of the Protestant Churches,
has not fallen within my knowledge. Accordingly, in communicating
to the public the substance of my lectures, I conceived I should fill up
a very perceptible void in Catholic literature.

During my researches into the authorities required by the subject of
my lectures, I thought I had further occasion to observe, that the terri.
tory I had begun to explore, had not by any means received a suffi-
ciently careful cultivation, and that it was yet capable of offering much
useful and desirable produce. This holds good even when we regard
the matter from the mere historical point of view. But it cannot fail
to occur, that by bringing to light data not sufficiently used, because
they were not thoroughly understood, or had been consigned again to
oblivion : the higher scientific judgment, on the mutual relations of the
Christian communities, will be rendered more mature and circumspect.
Whether my inquiries, in either respect, have been attended with any
success, it is for competent judges to decide. Thus much, at least, I
believe I may assert, that my labours will offer to Catholic theologians
especially, many a hint, that their industry would not be unrepaid, if in
this department they were to devote themselves to solid researches. For
several decades, the most splendid talents spend their leisure, nay, give
up their lives, to inquiries into the primitive religions and mythologies,
so remote from us both as to space and time ; but the efforts to make
us better acquainted with ourselves, have evidently been more rare and
less perseverant, in proportion as this problem is a matter of nearer con-
cern than the former. There are not, indeed, wanting a countless
multitude of writings, that dilate in prolix dissertations on the relations
between the different Churches. But alas! their authors too often
possess scarcely the most superficial knowledge of the real state of
facts ; and hereby it not unfrequently comes to pass, that trealises,
which would even perhaps merit the epithet of ingenious, tend only to
render the age more superficial, and to cause the most important ques.
tions that can engage the human mind and heart, to be most frivolously
overlooked. Such sort of writings are entitled “ Considerations ;"
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while, in truth, nothing (objective) was at all considered; but mere
pbantoms of the brain that passed before the writer.

Pacific objects, also, induced me to commit this work to the press;
and these objects I conceived I should be able to attain, by giving the
most precise and the most unreserved description of the doctrinal differ.
ences. I did not, indeed, dream of any peace between the Churches,
deserving the name of a true reunion, as being about to be established
in the present time. For such a peace cannot be looked for in an age,
which is so deeply degraded, that even the guides of the people have
oftentimes so utterly lost sight of the very essence of faith, that they
define it as the adoption of what appears to them probable, or most
probable ; whereas its nature consists in embracing, with undoubting
certainty, the revealed truth, which can be only one. Asmany men
now believe, the heathens also believed ; for they were by no means
devoid of opinions respecting divine things. When in so many quar-
ters there is no faith, a reunion of faith is inconceivable. Hence, only
an union in unbelief could be attained; that is to say, such a one
wherein the right is mutually conceded to think what one will, and
wherein there is therefore a mutual tacit understanding, that the ques-
tion regards mere human opinions, and that it is a matter left undecided,
whether in Christianity God have really revealed Himself or not. For
with the belief in Christ, as a true envoy of the Father of light, it is
by no means consistent, that those who have been taught by him, should
be unable to define in what his revelations on divine things consist, and
what, on the other hand, is in contradiction to his word and his ordi-
nances. All things, not this or that in particular, appear, accordingly,
opposed to a religious union. A real removal, therefore, of the differ-
ences existing between the Christian communities, appears to me to be
still remote. But in the age in which we live, I flattered myself that I
might do something towards bringing about a religious peace, by re-
vealing a true knowledge of the great dispute; in so far as by this
knowledge, men must come to perceive, that that contest sprang out of
the most earnest endeavours of both parties to uphold the truth,—the
pure and genuine Christianity in all its integrity. Ihave made it there-
fore my duty, to define, with the utmost possibld precision, the points
of religious difference ; and, nowhere, and at no time, to cloak and dis-
guise them. The opinion sometimes entertained, that the differences
are not of importance, and affect not the vitals of Christianity, can
conduce only to mutual contempt: for opponents, who are conscious of
not having adequate grounds for opposing each other, and yet do so,
must despise one another. And, certainly, it is this vague feeling, of
being an adversary of this stamp, that has in modern times given rise
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to violent sallies on the part of many Protestants against Catholics, and
vice versd ; for many, by a sort of self-deception, think by these sallie®
to stifle the inward reproaches of their conscience, and mistake the
forced irritation against an opposite communion, for a true pain on ac-
count of the rejection of truth on the part of its adherents. Even the
cir;umstance is not rare, that an ignorance of the true points of differ-
ence leads to the invention of false ones. And this certainly keeps up
a hostile, uncharitable, spirit of opposition between parties, far more than
a just and accurate knowledge of the distinctive doctrines could do;
for nothing wounds and embitters more than unfounded charges. From
the same cause it so frequently happens, that men on both sides charge
each other with obduracy of will, and with a selfish regard to mere
personal and transitory interests, and ascribe to these alone the divisions
in religious life. Protestants are uncommonly apt, without hesitation,
to ascribe to what they denominate hierarchical arrogance and the plan
of obscuration, any resistance in the Catholic Church to the full influx
of Protestant light. Many Catholics, on the other hand, are of opinion,
that, in the same way, as at the commencement of the Reformation,
political interests, and the desire to exercise over the Church an abso-
lute domination, were the sole inducements that engaged princes
to embrace and encourage the Protestant doctrines; and domestic
ease, sensual gratifications, hollow arrogance, and a frivolous love of
independence, were the only motives that brought over Churchmen to
the new opinions; so this is for the most part the case, even at the
present day. These charges, indeed, of pride, arrogance, and the rest,
which parties bring against each other, cannot, alas! be entirely dis-
puted. We know, moreover, from experience, that everywhere there
are very zealous men, who in their conduct towards opposite com-
munions, are not actuated by quite base motives, yet have immediately
in view only the interests of u party, a faction, or a system, and not
the cause of Divine truth, especially in its living manifestation in Christ
Jesus, who should alone be the object of our love, and all else, only in
so far as it is nearly or remotely connected with that love. All this,
indeed, is unquestionably true. Yet it would betoken very great nar-
rowness of mind, if the duration of the mighty religious contest were
not sought for in deeper causes than in those assigned. Under these
circumstances, I conceived it were no small gain, if I should succeed in
drawing back attention entirely to the matter itself, and in establishing
the conviction, that in the conflict between Catholicism and Protest-
tantism, moral interests are defended ; a conviction, which, as it implies
in the adversaries earnestness and sincerity, must lead to more concili-
atory results, and is alone calculated to advance the plan, which, in the
permission of so fearful a strife, Divine Providence had in view.
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Lastly, I must mention also a phenomenon of the age, which, if I
remember right, first inspired me with the thought of committing to the
press my treatises on the distinctive doctrines of the Christian com-
munions. ~For a long time Lutheranism seemed to have entirely
disappearsd from Germany,—at least to possess no voice in public
opinion ; in fact, it was scarcely represented in literature by a single
theologian of any name. In our thoughtful Germany, the gloomier
Calvinism never found itself really at home ; and when it penetrated
into some of its provinces, it was almost always with considerable modi.
fications. Its real home has always been a part of Swilzerland and of
France ; next Holland, England, and Scotland.

Through the great revolution in publie affairs’during our times, the
old erthodox Protestantism has again assumed new life, and not only
finds many adherents among the clergy and laity, but in the number of
its partisans can reckon very able theologians. As was natural to be
expected, it immediately marked out its position relatively to the
Catholic Church, and assailed the latter with all the resources it could
command. The more this party visibly increases, and, partly by its
junction with the Pietistic movement that had previously existed, partly
by the encouragement of one of the most influential cabinets in Ger-
many,* begins again to constitute a power ; the more must Catholics
feel the necessity of taking up their right position in respect to it, and
of clearly diseerning the true nature of the relation wherein they stand
towardsit. This, however, is not so easy, as we might at the first view
imagine. For when from Rationalism and Naturalism we must turn
our thoughts to the old Protestantism as represented in the symbolical
books, we are required to transport ourselves into a totally different re-
ligious world. For while for the last fifty years Catholics bave beea
called upon to defend only the Divine elements in Christianity, the
point of combat is now chasged, and they are required to uphold the
buman element in the Christian religion. We must now march pre-
cisely from one extreme to the other. Yet the Catholic has this advan-
tage, that his religious system embraces as well what eonstitutes an
object of one-sided or exclusive reverence with the rationalist, as what
the orthodox Protestant, with an equally one-sided or exclusive vene-
ration, adheres to in Christianity. In fact, these two contrarieties are in
the Catholic system adjusted, and perfectly reconciled. The Catholic
faith is as much akin to one principle, as to the other ; and the Catholic
can comprehend the two, because his religious system constitutes the

ity of both.

® Prussia is here alluded to.~T'rans.
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The Protestant rationalists are indebted to Luther, only in so far as
he acquired for them the right to profess completely, the reverse of
what he himself, and the religions community he founded, maintained.
And the orthodox Protestants have with the rationalists no tie of con-
nexion, save the saddening conviction, that Luther established a Church,
the very nature whereof must compel it to bear such adversaries with
patience in its bosom, and not even to possess the power of *turning
them away.” The Catholic, on the other hand, has with either party
a moral affinity, inherent in his very doctrines : he stands higher than
either, and therefore overlooks them both. He has alike what distin-
guishes the two, and is therefore free from their one-sided failings. His
religious system is no loose, mechanical patchwork combination of the
two others, for it was anterior to either ; and when it was first reveal-
ed to the Church, organically united the truth, which in the other two
is separated. The adverse parties seceded from the Catholic Church,
breaking up and dividing its doctrine—the one appropriating the human,
the other the divine principle in Christianity ; just as if the indivisible
could be at pleasure divided !

I have further to observe, that German solidity, or German pedantry,
or German distrustfulness, call it by what name we will, appeared to
me to require that I should give the passages I quoted at full length.
The reader is thus enabled to form his own judgment, by the materials
brought before him, or at least is furnished with the means for testing
the judgment of the author. I was bound to suppose, that to by far the
greater number of my readers the symbolical books of the Protestants,
the writings of Luther, Zwinglius, and Calvin, were inaccessible ; and
if I were unable to preserve the true medium between an excessand a
deficiency in quotations, I preferred to offend by the former. He, who
is unable to read the quotations, which are for the most part thrown into
the notes, can easily pass them over. On the other hand, it cannot be
said, that he who would feel desirous to make himself acquainted with
the passages cited, could have easily collected these himself.

Tusivaex, 1832,

AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Frox the attention with which the theological public have been pleased
to favour this work, I have conceived it my duty to endeavour, as much
as the small space of time that intervened between the first and the
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second edition, allowed, to improve and even to enlarge it. In the first
part, there are few sections, which, whether in the language, or whether
by additions or omissions in the texts, or in the notes, have not under-
gone changes advantageous, as I trust, to the work. Under the article
of faith, the seventeenth section has been newly inserted; and the
twenty-seventh section, which contains & more precise definition of the
real distinctive points in the theological systems of Luther and of Zwin-
glius, was not found in the first edition. The article on the Church
has undergone considerable changes ; the addition of the thirty.seventh
section appeared to me peculiarly calculated to render more clear the
theory of the Catholic Church.

In the second part, the article on the Methodists has been entirely re-
cast, as I have now been able to procure Dr. Southey’s Life of Wesley.
Clarkson’s Portraiture of Quakerism, which, in despite of many endea-
vours, I bad been unable to obtain in time for the first edition, but which
has since come to hand, has been less useful for my purpose than I had
expected.

In the Introduction, it has appeared to me expedient to enter into
more particulars as to the use, which, in a work like the Symbolism, is
to be made of the private writings of the Reformers. I have deemed
it useful also to point out there the important distinction, which, in all
Symbolical researches, should be observed between the use of the pri-
vate writings of the Reformers, and that of the works of Catholic
theologians.

AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

‘T'un information of my publisher, that the second edition is out of print,
was too sudden to allow me to bestow on this third edition those improve-
ments which I would fain have made, and whereof it stood in so much
need. There is but one article I can name, which has undergone an
important amelioration ; it is the eighth section, on original sin; for in
the former editions, there wore some historical notices, touching the Ca.
tholic views of that doctrine, that much needed correction.

The very ponderous criticism on my Sy:nb'é?isnt, which in the mean.
while Professor Baur has put forth, I will leave unnoticed in the present
work, for the necessary discussions would occupy proportionally too
great a space, to find insertion either in the notes or in the text. Ihave
therefore preferred to write a separate reply, which, please God, will
soon be se:t to press.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

ArTER the publication of the third edition, which appeared at the begin-
ning of the year 1834, I saw myself compelled to compose a defence of
the Symbolism. It has already appeared, under the title, New Investi-
gations, etc. (Neue Untersuchungen.) In this work, many subjects
having reference to the controversy, and which i the Symbolism had
been only lightly, or not at all, touched upon, were more fully treated ;
while not & few articles have been investigated under & new point of
view, others more precisely defined, and several more fully established.
From this book nothing has been tramsferred to the fourth edition of the
Symbolism. I held it to be my duty to make no essential alteration in
the form, under which the present work was originally presented to the
public, and under which it has been favoured with their indulgent atten.
tion. To motice in the body of the work the various writings, treatises,
and reviews, that have been directed against it, I conceived to be in
every way unsuitable ; independently even of the fact, that I was un-
willing to see the pacific tone of the Symbolism converted into an angry
and warlike tone. Yet some things have been amended in this fourth
edition ; others have been added. These are changes which could be
made without any external provocation, and without any alteration of
my orignal plan, and as have formerly been made in every new edi.
tion.

By God's providence the Symbolism has hitherto produced much good
fruit, as from many quarters has been related to me, partly by word of
mouth, and partly by writing. Even Protestant periodicals, as, for ex-
ample, the Evangelical Church Gazette (Evangelische Kirchen Zeitung)
of October, 1834, do not in their peculiar way call this fact in question.
May it be still further attended with the blessing of the Saviour, who
from the beginning hath ever chosen weak and imperfect things for the
instruments of his glorification !

PREFACE OF THE GERMAN EDITOR TO THE
FIFTH EDITION.

pr——

WaiLe the fifth edition of this work was in the press, the Catholic
Church of Germany had the affliction to see its illustrious author snatch.
ed away from her by an untimely death. -If his loss for Catholic litera.
ture be an event so deeply to be deplored, it is so especially in refer-
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ence to the Symbolism. The lamented author had intended to intro-
duce many amendments into this new edition, and so to render it more
complete,—partly by transferring into it several things from his work,
entitled, New Investigations of Doctrinal Differences,—partly by incor-
porating with it the results of new researches. As regards a very con-
siderable part of the work, his intention he has happily been able to
carry into effect. Many articles and sections—as, for example, that on
original sin—have received from him extension or. greater precision, or
have been entirely recast. The like he had designed in respect to the:
articles on the doctrine of the sacraments, and the following sections.
Down to the close of his life, this concern of his heart ever occupied
him; but the final execution of his design was not permitted by Divine
Providence.

May this new edition produce those blessed effects, which had ever
been intended by the author, and that have, doubtless, gained a rich
recompense for him before the throne of God !

Mowicn, 21 June, 1838.
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Mavy of the facts related in the following biographical sketch, rest
on the authority of two short memoirs of the illustrious writer, the one
by Dr. Ruhn, professor of Catholic theology at the university of Ta-
bingen, the other by the anonymous author of the interesting intro-
duction prefixed to the fifth German edition of the Symbolism. For
many other particulars, I have been indebted to the kindness of Dr.
Reithmayr, professor of divinity at the university of Munich, as well as
to that of Dr. Benkert, dean of Warzburg, and of Dr. Dux, rector of
the ecclesiastical seminary in the same city.

The following memoir is preceded by an historical survey of the
state of Protestantism and Catholicism in Germany during the last
hundred years. To enable the English reader the better to understand
the general scope and tendency of the work I have translated, as well
as the many allusions and references it contains to the great changes
that in modern times have occurred in the Protestant theology of Ger-
many, I have endeavoured, according to my humble ability, to take a
rapid historical view of those changes. Though, indeed, only the elder
Protestantism, in its opposition to the Catholic Church, is analyzed in
this work, and the Rationalism, which sprang up in Germany towards
the middle of the eighteenth century,—and which has almost entirely
superseded the old Lutheranism,—is, for the reasons assigned by the
author himself, not here formally investigated ; still, as frequent com-
parisons are instituted between the older and the more modern systems
of German Protestantism, some degree of acquaintance with the latter
is evidently highly useful for the better understanding and appreciation
of the work now translated. But this great revolution in the German
Protestant Church can be comprehended in all its bearings, and esti-
mated in all its results, only through a comparison with the state of
German Catholicism during the same period. Under this impression,
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I have placed, beside the representation of German Protestantism, a
corresponding picture of the Catholic Church. I conceived, too, that
by such an historic portraiture of the latter, the moral and intellectual
influence of the illustrious divine, whose biography I have attempted
to trace, would be better discerned and more fully appreciated.

In drawing up this preliminary historic sketch, the authorities I have
consulted, are, on the Catholic side, Dr. Déllinger’s continuation of
Hortig’s Church History,* the Compendium of Ecclesiastical History,}
by Dr. Alzog, and Gérres’s Historico-political Journal ;1 and on the
Protestant side, the Rev. Mr. Rose’s Lectures on the State of Protestant-
tsm in Germany,§ Professor Tholuck’s essay, entitled, Historic Sketch
of the Revolution, which, since the year 1760, has occurred in German
Theology,|| and the Manual of Church History,¥ by Dr. Hase.

In a work which has recently appeared in Germany, and is attributed
to the pen of an eminent Protestant, we find a passage, where the his-
tory of Gterman Protestantism, from the commencement of the Refor-
mation, down to the middle of the eighteenth century, is traced in a
few brief, vigorous, and masterly strokes. This passage I prefer to cite,
rather than attempt on my part any delineation of the same subject.
“The first fifty years,” says this writer, *“that followed on the out-
break of the Reformation, witnessed incessant wranglings, disputes,
and mutual anathematizings, between the several Protestant parties;
first between Luther and Zwinglius, next between the rigid Lutherans
and the Crypto-Calvinists, and so on. When, after long intrigues, and
tedious negotiations, the Chancellor of Tubingen, James Andrea, suc-
ceeded, about the year 15686, in obtaining acceptance for the so-called
Formulary of Concord, the theological strife receded from the arena of
public life into the school ; and for the whole century that followed, the
Protestant Church was distinguished for a narrow-minded polemical
scholasticiam, and a self-willed, contentious theology. The Lutheran
orthodoxy, in particular, degenerated more and more into a dry, spirit-
less, mechanical formalism, without religious feeling, warmth, and unc-
tion. The same authors of the new faith, that had with so much vio-
lence contested the Church’s prerogative of infallibility and her tradi-

¢ Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte, fortgesetzt von J. Déllinger. Landshut, 1828,

+ Universal.Geschichte der Christlichen Kirche. Mainz, 1841,

{ Historisch-politische Blatter, von Phillips und Garres.

§ Cambridge, 1825.

Il Abriss einer Geschichte der Umwilzung, welche seit 1750 auf dem Gebicte der
Theologie in Deutschland statt gefunden. Vermischte Schriften von Dr. Tholuck.
Hambarg, 1839.

¥ Kirchengeschichte von Dr. Karl Hase. Leipzig, 1841.
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tion, desired now to claim for their own symbolical books a divine
origin, and an exemption from error. They, whose religious commu-
nity was founded in the principle of recognizing Scripture as the sole
standard of faith, now disputed its right to be the exclusive depository
of the Divine Word. They, who had refused to the Catholic Church
infallibility, now pretended to an absolute and immutable possession
of revealed truth.

In opposition to this Protestant orthodoxy, that had fallen away from
the fundamental principle of the Reformation, and therefore clung
with the greater obstinacy to the letter of its symbolical books, Spener
insisted upon a living faith rooted in the regenerate will, and undertook
to revivify religion, that had perished in the stiff forms of a mechanical
orthodoxy. But from his very confined views on philosophy and
speculative theology, from his aversion to all settled and defined re-
ligious notions, from his indifference about dogmas in general, from his
deficiency in a solid ground-work of learning, and an undue propensity
to a false mysticism (whereby he bears a remote affinity to the Qua-
kers, and other sects) ; from all these defects, Spener was unable to
bring about the completion of the Reformation, which he had promised,
although on several leading points be entertained convictions, which
fitted him for reforming the Lutheran doctrines.

The Protestant orthodoxy having succeeded, by anathemas and per-
secution, in reducing to temporary silence the first commotions of the
yet impotent Rationalism, sank into soft repose on its pillow. But, in
the midst of German Protestantism, an alliance had been formed,
which at first appeared to be of little danger, nay, to be even advan-
tageous, but which soon overthrew the whole scaffolding of doctrine,
that the old Protestant orthodoxy had raised up, and precipitated Pro-
testant theology into that course, which has in the present day led it
entirely to subvert all the dogmas of Christianity, and totally to change
the original views of the Reformers.”*

The principle of rationalism is inherent in the very nature of Protes-
tantism ; it manifested itself in the very origin of the Reformation, and
has since, to a greater or less extent, and in every variety of form, re-
vealed its existence in almost every Protestant community. In the less
vigorous constitution of Lutheranism, it had fewer obstacles to eneounter

@ Der Protestantismus in seiner Selbst. Aufldsung. von einem Protestanten. (Pro-
testantism in its Self.dissolution, by & Protestant.) Schaffhausen, 1843, pp. 391-3,
vol. ii. This work, which now excites no inconsidcrable sensation in Germany, was
first attributed to the pen of the illustrious Hurter ; but it is written by another emi-
nent Protestant, who, it is confidently stated, is on the eve of embracing the Catholic
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than in the Calvinistic Churches, and more particularly in the Anglican
establishment. It entered too, undoubtedly, into the designs of Pro-
vidence, that the people, which had been the first to welcome the so-
called Reformation, should be also the first to pay the bitter penalty for
apostacy ; that the land, which had first witnessed the rise of the Pro-
testant heresy, should be likewise the first to behold its lingering, pain-
ful, and humiliating dissolution.

But the several causes, which, towards the middle of the eighteenth
century, brought about this great moral distemper in the Protestant
- Churches of Germany, as well as the forms, which the malady suc-
cessively assumed, I will now endeavour to describe.

It was in the department of biblical exegesis, that this movement of
rationalism first displayed itself. The school of Michaelis, with its
false, over-fastidious, worldly-minded criticism, treated the Scriptures
with levity and even disrespect, denied the inspiration of some portions
of the Bible, and debased and vulgarized its doctrines. The same views
were carried out with much greater boldness and consistency by Semler,
who, abusing the right principle that in the interpretation of Scripture
regard should be had to the language wherein it is written, and to the
history of the times at which it was composed, degraded the dignity of
the Bible, by circumscribing its teaching within mere local and tem-
porary bounds, diluted its doctrines, and attached importance to those
parts only, where a moral tendency was clearly visible. From this
period the Lutheran divines became divided into three classes. There
* were first, those who remained true to the symbolical books; secondly,
those who, like Nosselt and Morus, insisted more particularly on the
ethics of Christianity, and without positively rejecting all its peculiar
dogmas, declared them to be of no essential importance ; and thirdly,
those who, like Reimarus and the elder Eichhorn, systematically pur-
suing the work commenced by Semler, not only assailed the inspiration
of the Bible, but rejected its prophecies, denied most of the miracles it
records, and refused to acknowledge in Christianity aught else than a
mere local and temporary phenomenon. Nay, two celebrated theolo-
gians of Berlin, Teller and Spalding, did not hesitate to enter into a
secret confederacy with professed infidels, like Nicolai, Engel, Sulzer,
and the rest, for the purpose of purifying, as they professed, the doc-
trines of the Christian religion. This confederacy was entitled, ¢ As.
sociation for the diffusion of light and truth.” And this is the place to
say a few words respecting * the popular philosophers,” as they were
called, who openly and recklessly attacked that revelation, which the
theologians I have described were insidiously and covertly under-
mining.
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The writings of the English Deists, in the early part of the eighteenth
century, exercised a very pernicious influence in Protestant Germany ;
and later, the contemporaneous literature of the French infidels, so
much encouraged by Frederic II. excited there a spirit of disastrous
emulation. A society was formed so early as the year 1735, by Knat-
zen and Edelman, for the diffusion of irreligious pamphlets and writ-
ings, in which not only all Christianity was decried, but the most dar-
ing atheism unblushingly avowed. Nicolai, whose name has already
occurred, established, about the year 1765, at Berlin, a literary review,
with the object of propagating the pernicious doctrines of a shallow illu-
minism ; and in that infency of German literature, when this perio-
dical had scarcely a rival to encounter, the influence it exerted was more
extensive, than can at present be even conceived. Bahrdt and Base-
dow, at the same time, in cheap and popular tracts, scattered among the
lower classes the poison of infidelity ; and they, as well as Nicholai,
were in close communication with Weisshaupt, who, in Bavaria, had
founded the order of the Illuminati, for the purpose of undermining the
foundations of the throne and the altar. I may here observe, that in
Catholic countries infidelity assumes a very different aspect, and is
forced to pursue a very different policy, than among Protestant nations.
In the former countries, unbelief, reprobated by the Church, driven from
her communion, finding her on every point a vigilant, unassailable, un-
relaxing, unrelenting ddversary, is compelled to hide its head in secret
societies ; or if it brave the daylight, it then wages fierce, immitigable
warfare with Catholicity. But in Protestant states, such a mode of
warfare, on the part of infidelity, is neither necessary nor expedient for
its purpose.  As it springs out of the very root of Protestantism; as it
i3 but a patural and necessary development of its doctrines; as it differs
from the latter not in essence, but in degree only, it is its policy (and
we see it practise it invariably,) to flatter the Protestant Church, to
court its alliance, to mingle with its teaching, to soften down its own
principles, in order the better to diffuse them, and when threatened with
exclusion, to appeal to Protestant principles, and defy condemnation.

It is objected, that infidelity abounds as much in Catholic as in Pro-
testant countries, and that therefore it cannot be said, that Protestan-
tism is more favourable to its growth than the rival Church. Buta few
remarks will suffice to show the futility of such an objection. In the
first place, it is true that Voltaire, like Luther, went out of the Catholic
Church; but while the Coryph®us of French infidelity extolled the
Reformation, eulogized the Reformers, and boasted that he himself
came to consummate the work they had left incomplete, he waged the
fiercest hostility against the Catholic Church and her ministers. And
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the Deists of England and Protestant Germany, though they came into
less immediate collision with that Church, than Voltaire and his dis-
ciples, well knew where their most powerful and formidable antagonist
was to be found. Secondly, if Protestantism were not more favourable
than Catholicity to the growth of unbelief, how doth it happen that im
those ages, when the Catholic Church exerted the greatest influence
over mind and manners, over public and private life—ages, too, be it
remembered, often distinguished for a boldness, an acuteness, and a
depth of metaphysical inquiry, that have never been surpassed—how
doth it happen, I say, that in those ages, infidelity was a thing so rare,
so obscure, so insignificant? How doth it happen, that it followed so
closely in the wake of the Reformation ; that history makes mention

" of a sect of Deists in Switzerland, at the close of the sixteenth century 3
that in Protestant England, during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, Deism assumed an attitude of such boldness, and attained to
such fearful vigour and expansion, that at the commencement of the
cighteenth century, the Protestant Bayle first introduced it into Catho-
lic France ; that Voltaire and the Encyclopedists confessed they bor-
rowed the weapons for their anti.Christian warfare from the armoury of
the English Deists; and that Rousseau, the most dangerous of the
French infidels, was a Protestant by birth, and only developed the prin-
ciples of Protestantism, and more than once declared, that if the divinity
of the Christian religion could be demonstrated to him, he would not
hesitate to embrace the Catholic faith ? :

Thirdly, it will not be denied, that Socinianism leads by easy grada-
tions to unbelief; that some classes of Unitarians are distinguished
from Deists only by their belief in the general credibility of the Bible ;*
and that therefore any Church, which will show itself indulgent towards
Socinianism—any Church which openly or covertly, in a greater or
less degree, will foster its temets, proves itself thereby favourable to the
propagation of Deism. Now Socinianism, like a poisonous plant, cast
off from the Catholic soil of Italy, took root and flourished in the Pro-
testant communities of Poland, attained during the eighteenth century
to a most rank luxuriance in the Church of Geneva,t and at the same

® A learned prelate of the Established Church, the late Bishop Heber, character-
ized Unitananiem as ** a system which leans on the utmost vergo of Christianity, and
which has been in so many instancee a stepping-stone to simple Deism.” See
Travels of an Irish Gentleman, c. xliv.

+ Rousseau, in his Leltres de la Montagne, says of the Genevese of his time,
s When asked if Jesus Christ is God, they do not dare to snswer. When asked
what mysteries they admit, they still do not dare to answer. A philosopher casts &
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time cast a blighting shade over the Episcopal Establishment of
England :

Fourthly, if any doubt remained as o the intimate connexion between
Protestantism and infidelity, it would be dispelled by the history of the
German Protestant Churches during the last hundred years. There
we see men holding important offices in the Church—pastors of con-
gregations, superintendents of consistories, professors of theology—not
only reject the authority of the symbolical books, and disavow almost
all those Catholic dogmas which the Lutherans and Calvinists had
hitherto retained, but openly assail the Divine inspiration of the Scrip-
tures, deny the integrity and authenticity of large portions of the Old
and the New Testament, allegorize the prophecies, and disbelieve, and
sometimes even ridicule, the miracles recorded in the Bible. These
opinions, professed more or less openly, carried out to a greater or less
extent, were once held by an immense majority of Protestant theologi-
ans, and even in despite of a partial reaction, are still held by the greater
part. Yet they nevertheless retain their functions and dignities in the
Protestant Church ; they are thus enabled to propagate their doctrines
with impunity ; those Protestants, who protest against their opinions,
still communicate with them in sacris : and when any attempt has been
made to deprive them of their offices, it has been invariably unsuccess-
ful. Against their orthodox opponents, they invariably appeal to the
right of free inquiry, which is the fundamental principle of the Refor-
mation ; and on Protestant grounds, the position they take up is per-
fectly impregnable. For if the interpretation of the Bible belong to
private judgment, the previous questions as to its authenticity, integrity,
and inspiration, without the settlement whereof the right of interpreta-
tion becomes nugatory, must be submitted to the decision of individual
reason. Thus has the most insidious and dangerous form of infidelity
grown naturally, immediately, and irresistibly, out of the very root of
Protestantism. The vampire of rationalism, while it cleaves to the
bosom, and sucks the life-blood of the German Protestant Church,
mocks, with a fiend-like sneer, her impotent efforts to throw off the
monster—efforts which will never be attended with success, till the aid
of the old Mother Church be called in. But I have digressed too long,
and must not anticipate.

While obscure writers, like Nicolai, Barhdt, and Basedow, were car-
rying on with the most reckless violence, and with weapons of a most

rapid glance at them, and penetrates them st once; he sees they are Arians or So.
cinians.” A similar account of the Genevese is given by the Protestant wnter,
Grenus.
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shameless ribaldry, the warfare against Christianity, which the Protest~
ant theologians bad insidiously commenced, the great critic, Lessing,
the founder of the modern German literature, lent his powerful support
to the anti-Christian league. While librarian at Wolfenbuttel, he
edited a work exposed by Reymarus, consisting of various irreligious
essays, entitled Fragments of Wolfenbiutel, and which, from the tone
of earnestness, and dialectic acuteness wherein they were written, ex-
erted a very prejudicial influence over public opinion.

The vigorous mind of Lessing could not rest satisfied with the shal-
low illuminism of the eighteenth century, and his irreligious produc-
tions scemed oftener to spring out of a desire to torment the orthodox
Lutherans of his day, than to be the result of his own inmost convic-
tion. Sometimes he pushed his unbelief even to the Pantheism of Spi-
noza ; and sometimes again he took up the Catholic side, and with that
dialectic art, in which he was so great a master, proved the necessity
of tradition for the right interpretation of Seripture.

The name of Lessing leads me naturally to speak of the German
literature of the eighteenth century, in its relation to religion. This
literature, considered as a whole, if not always decidedly hostile, was at
least perfectly alien from the spirit of Christianity. As the Protestant
theology of the day was fast reviving the doctrines and morality of pa-.
ganism: so thisliterature, consciously or unconsciously, strove to awaken
an exclusive enthusiasm in behalf of the moral and social institutions,
the manners, the customs, the feelings, and modes of thinking of the
heathen world. We all know what injurious effects the sudden revival
and too partial cultivation of the old classical literature produced in the
fifteenth century ! Yet if in an age, when, in despite of the growing lax-
ity and corruption of manners, the tone of society was still eminently Ca-
tholic, and the Church yet held such an immense sway over the minds
and conduct of men, an ill-directed classical enthusiasm was attended
with such mischief and danger ; what must be the result, at a time when
Christianity was almost entirely obliterated from the minds of many
when the Protestant Church of the day, instead of checking, encour-
aged the advances of heathenism ; and when the new Hellenic enthu-
siasts called up the genius of paganism, not timidly, but openly and
boldly,—not in mere translations and commentaries as heretofore, but
in the popular poetry, in the drama, the romance, the critical essay,
and the philosophic dialogue? And when the evocators were endued
with that power of seduction, those irresistible magical spells, that be-
longed to the genius of a Lessing, a Herder, a Schiller, a Schelling,
and a Gothe?

Thus the new literature, which was a child of the new Protestant
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theology, tended much to confirm its authority, and extend its in-
fluence.

Of Herder, Frederic Schlegel, in his history of literature, says, *in
bis earlier life he had pursued a better path, and sought to find in the
primitive revelation the clue to all traditions, to all sagas, to all philoso-
phy and mythology ; and so we must the more regret, that in his later
years he should have abandoned that light, and at last have totally
sunk down into the fashionable ways of a mere shallow and insipid illu-
minism.” ®

Schiller was one possessed of high imtellectual endowments, and
noble qualities of heart, which, in a more genial clime, and under
kindlier influences, would have, doubtless, produced far different fruits :
but, as it is, we see a generous plant, whose foliage was too often nip-
ped and blighted by the icy breath of a rationalist theology. The most
pernicious influence, however, over the public mind, was exerted by the
mighty genius of Géthe. His cold, worldly-minded egotism—his epi-
curean aversion to all energetic patriotism and self-devoted heroism—
his subtle, disguised sensuality—his utter indifference for all religious
belief—and, on the other hand, bis false idolatry for art, and his heathen-
ish enthusiasm, arrayed in all the charms of the most seductive poetry,
were most fatal to the cause of Christianity, and of all public and pri-
vate virtue. Yet Gothe, too, had occasional glimpses of the truth. In
his autobiography we find an interesting description of the extraordi-
nary love for the Catholic liturgy and ceremonial, that had captivated
his heart in boyhood. And even in later years this feeling had not
entirely died away ; for the same work contains some splendid pages
on the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church, where their mutual
connexion, and their exquisite adaptation to the wants of the human
heart, and the necessities of human life, are set forth with a depth

of thought, and a beauty of diction, not surpassed by any Catholic
divine, 1

'H‘uorv of Literature (in German,) vol. ii. p. 284. Vienna, 1822.

t There 'is just above Bingen, on the Rhine, a beautiful jittle Catholic church
dedicated to 8t. Roch, commanding a superb view of the river, and where the scene
2bounds with the most glorious recollections in the ecclesiastical and civil history of
Germany. To this church, which Gthe several times visitcd, he presented an altar.
Piece; and on one occasion he said, * Whenever I enter this church I always wish I
were & Catholic priest.” This great poet was also a fervent admirer of the old
German Catholic schools of painting, of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. That
eminent convert, Dr. William von Schiltz, relates the following remarkable observa.
tion which Gothe once made to him on this subject. On contemplating a painting
of the old German school, Gothe observed, ** Down to the period of the Roformation,



a2 MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

But if the polite literature of this period was so propitious to the
growth and spread of Rationalism, the remark applies with far greater
force to the systems of philosophy that exerted so great an influence
in the latter half of the eighteenth century, and the early part of the
present. “The new philosophic systems,” says Dr. Déllinger, * con-
ceived, born, and bred in Protestantism, aided and promoted the pro-
gress of Rationalism. The Kantian philosophy declares the religion
of reason to be the only true one. The ecclesiastical faith, that is to
say, faith in the truths of a positive revelation, is there opposed to
the religious faith whose purport may be derived from every man’s
own reason. Revealed religion, according to this system, can and
ought to be nought else, but a mere vehicle for the easier introduction of’
rational religion : the ecclesiastical faith will by degrees become ex-
tinct, and give place to a pure religion of reason, alike evident to all
the world. In conformity with these principles, a new rule was set up
for the interpretation of Scripture: to wit, that nothing was to be
looked for in the Bible, save the mere religion of reason, and that every
thing clse was to be regarded as a mere veil, or as an accommodation
to the popular notion of the time, or as the private opinion of the sacred
writer, All these theories perfectly harmonized with the favourite opin-
ions of the day ; and hence we may account for the extraordinary ap-
probation which this philosophic system received on the part of so many
Protestant theologians. By the side of the Kantian philosophy, the
rival system of Jacobi found its partisans among the Protestant divines ;
and this philosophy was no less incompatible with the Christian religion
than that of Kant. According to Jacobi, religion, like all philosophic
science, depends on a natural immediate faith—an indemonstrable per-
ception of the true and the spiritual ; and any other revelation besides
this inward one doth not exist. “To the true religion,” says he,
in his work on Divine things, “ no outward form can be ascribed, as
the sole and nccessary shape of its substance ; on the contrary, the
utter absence of all forms is characteristic of its very essence. As the
glory of God lay hidden in Christ, so it lies hidden in every man.”
Lastly, as regards the philosophy of identity,* “ Some of its disciples,
especially the theologian Daub, have, doubtless, more justly appreciated
the speculative value of some Christian dogmas. But none have suc-

® spirit of indescribable swoectness, solace and hope, secms to live and breathe in all |
these paintings—every thing in them scems to announce the kingdom of heaven.
But,” he added, * since the Reformation, something painful, desolate, almost evil,
characterizes works of art; and, instead of faith, scepticism is often transparent.”—
Katholische Stimmen, p. 83.

® This is the name given to the pantheistic philosophy of Schelling.
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teeded in demonstrating the compatibility of the general principles
of this philosophic system with the fundamental doctrines of Chris-
tianity ; on the contrary, the followers of this philosophy put forth
assertions, which are at open variance with the primary dogmas of that
religion. Among these we may include the doctrine, that it is only in
history the absolute first becomes personally conscious of himself, and
that all things divided will finally return to identity: a doctrine which
annihilates all personality.” *

Emboldened and confirmed by these philosophical speculations, the
theological Rationalism assumed a more decided tone, and pursued a
more daring course. Wegscheider, De Wette, Schott, Paulus, Bret-
schneider, Rohr, and others, successively arose, who denied the inspira-
tion of the Bible, disputed the authenticity of many books of the Old
and New Testament, explained away the Prophecies, rejected and
ridiculed the miracles recorded in the Scriptures, threw out imputations
on the intentions of the apostles, arraigned the wisdom of the Divine
Baviour himself; and lastly, contested the necessity, and even possi-
bility of a supernatural revelation. The game of the old Gnostic
sects was revived. On the most arbitrary assumptions and frivolous
hypotheses, entire books of Scripture were rejected ; the genuineness
of the most important passages of the Bible was disputed ; even the
authenticity of one or other of the Gospels was assailed; till at last,
as Reinhard once observed, “whoever wished to obtain the applause of
the critical journals, was obliged to declare some Scripture spurious, or
attack some established doctrine.” But between these Rationalists
and the early heretics, with whom I have compared them, there is an
important difference to be observed. The latter called in question the
genuineness and authenticity of various portions of Holy Writ, not on
critical grounds, but from polemical motives; they were led on to these
assaults on the Scripture by an impassioned fancy, heated with strange,
extravagant and perverse, though often ingenious systems of philosophy.
Among their modern imitators, on the other hand, it was the cold, cri-
tical understanding, directed by a mere negative hostility to the Chris-.
tian religion, which engaged in these attacks on the Bible.

The men who treated the Scriptures, that they still affected to con-
sider as the sole source and standard of faith, with such audacious irre-
verence—such atrocious profanity—could not be expected to pay much
regard to the doctrines they taught, not even to those for which the
elder Protestants, while they tore them from all living connexion with
dther Christian dogmas, had professed such exclusive attachment.

* 8ee Dollinger, Eirchcngecchichte. pp. 3934,
8
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Accordingly. we find the great doctrines of the Trinity, the Divinity
of our Saviour, original sin, Christ’s atonement and satisfaction, justis
fication, grace, and the efficacy of the sacraments, cven of the two
retained by the old Lutheran church—baptisma and the I.ord’s Supper
—positively rejected, or explained away, or debased to the lowest point
of insignificance, by these Rationalist divines. Even the dogma of
the resurrection of the flesh passed for a mere figurative representation
of the idea of immortality ; and the eternity of future torments was
pronounced to be a mere chimera.

There is always the closest connexion between the doctrinal and
the ethical system of any sect. In conformity with their frightful du-
alism, we see the ancient Gnostics alternate between the most extrava-
gant asceticism and the wildest lust. The Arians, by denying the
-divinity of the Redeemer, had narrowed and choked up all the chan-
nels of grace, and were accordingly ever remarkable for a low tone of
morality. The Reformers of the sixteenth century, with their doctrine
of justification, swore eternal enmity to all the heroic virtues of Chris-
tianity, and effectually dried up that mighty stream of charity, which
had fertilized and embellished our European soil, and covered it with
countless institutions, formed to glorify God, and solace, sustain, and
exalt humanity. The Rationalists, who so far outran the early Re.
formers in extravagance and blasphemy of teaching, outstripped them,
too, in the licentiousness of their moral code ; for what was more natu-
ral than that they, who had revived the principles of Paganism, should
revive her morals also? Accordingly, the theologians, Déderlein and
Caunabich, among other things, roundly assert, that fornication is
blameless, and is not interdicted by the precepts of the Gospel.* Every
branch of theological learning was subjected by degrees to the potent
dissolvents of these subtle chemists; till at last, after the process of
evaporation, a substance less Christian than Mohammedanism was
found as the residuum.

These doctrines of unbelief, taught by the immense majority of the
Protestant clergy, penetrated by degrees among all classes of the laity,
and led to the general neglect of Divine service, to the perversion of
youth in the establishments of education, to the desecration of the Sab-
bath, the fearful multiplication of divorce, and to general demoraliza.
tion,

Yet a system so void, so absurd, so repugnant to Christian sentiment,
could not long subsist without provoking a powerful reaction, especial-

-~ @ See this fact stated in Dollinger's Cauuuwuum of Hortig’s Church History (in
German,) p. 935, Landshut, 1828,
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ty among = people like the Germans, so remarkable for deep feeling
and inquisitive intellect. This coarse and vulgar Rationalism, whose
flourishing era was from the year 1790 to 1810, now met with vigor-
ous opponents in the Theologians, Reinhard, Storr, Flatt, Kleuker,
Tittman, and, more recently, Neander, Tholuck, Hengstenberg, and
several others; who, in the various departments of dogmatic theology,
exegesis, and Church history, have, with comsiderable learning and
wbility, striven to infuse more Christian ptinciples into the minds of
their fellow religionists. In the ranks of these more otthodox divines,
however, it is vain to look for uriformity of docttine among themselves,
or concurrence with the formalaries of the old Lutheran Church. The
articles of that Church on original sin, on the atonement, on the impu~
tation of Christ’s righteousness, on the real presence in the Lord’s Sup~
per, and on the eternity of future torments, are in part rejected by some
of their namber. Schleiermacher, and after him Neander, have re-
vived the heresy of Sabellius; and Tholuck has declared the Trinity to
be no fundamental article of the Christian religion, but a later invention
of the schoolmen.* So we see those, who at Berlin pass for High
Church divines, would at Oxford, and even at Cambridge, be looked
apon as low, very low, Churchmen.

A small party, called *Old Lutherans,” and headed by a fiery
preacher named Claudius Harms, is the only one now existing which up-
holds in all its vigour, the Lutheran orthodoxy. It is in the province
of Silesia, only, that these religionists appear to have taken deep root.
They are strenuous opponents of the union between the Lutheran and
Calvinistic Churches, brought about, in 1817, by the late King of Prus.
sin, as well as to the new litargy, which, in consequence of that union,
the same monarch enforced on all the Protestant Churches in his do-
minions. Refusing to hold communion with the new mongrel Church,
on which his Prussian majesty had bestowed the pompous epithet of
« Evangelical,” these old Lutherans resorted for worship to secret con-
venticles, which were often broken up by the military and police.
Their ministers were sometimes thrown into prison, smetimes com-
pelled to emigrate to America, and, on the whole, a very resolute con-
test was carried on by them with the Prussian government, until, on the
mccession to the throne of the present enlightened sovercign of that
country, the men whom Luther, could he return to Germany, would
elone recognize as his true spiritual sons, were admitted to the blessings
of full religious toleration.

The late King of Prussia had long cherished the darling project of

© 8¢e Déllinger, ibid. p. 942,
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< " uniting the Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches. Looking at the mat-
NI BN ter with the eye of a soldier, he thought the junction of two such pow-
) N i A erful bodies would present a bolder front to the Roman adversary ; and
. \ he therefore seized the opportunity offered by the celebration of the
RN tricentenary festival of the Reformation, to carry his scheme inte exe-
O ™ cution, His majesty had also, during his stay at Vienna, in 1814, been
z h much impressed with the beauty, the majesty, and the touching holiness
v ¢ of the Catholic liturgy. He therefore conceived, that by the introduc.
L > tion of some of its forms and ceremonies into the Protestant service,
s N that service would then possess greater attractions for its followers: the
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churches, in consequence, would be better attended ; and a new barrier
thus raised up against the progress of irreligion. This was the origin
of the new liturgy he devised for what has since been called * the
Evangelical Church.”

The union between the Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, begun
in Prussia in the year 1817, was adopted in Rhenish Bavaria in 1819,
in the kingdom of Wartemberg in 1820, and in the Grand Duchy of
Baden in 1821.

Yet the success of this royal work was more than problematical.
The more violent Lutherans, as we have seen, refusing assent to the
new ecclesiastical arrangements, seceded from the Established Church
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.\‘ \',"' N of Prussia, and held separate conventicles. Even some of those, how-

L o . ever, who adhered to the Evangelical Church, took exceptions to seve-
oo s ™+ ral forms and ceremonies introduced inte the new liturgy, as being of
Y S % a too Popish character ;” and thus, as regards public worship, the de-

N« %\ sired uni ormity was but imperfectly attained. The wish, so credita-
T v Q‘, ‘ble to the honest, but sadly misguided sovereign, who lately swayed
“ N, \\ the Prussian sceptre, to infuse, by an imitation of parts of the Catho.

NI ) ’; - lic ceremonial, more dignity and unction into the public service of his
INY

o v, \, pwn religious community, was still more fallacious. The Catholic
NS~ understands the secret spring whence flows that unction—that sacred
\ | charm—that awe and majesty in his worship, which rivet the senses

,‘{ ~ \ | and win the hearts of all beholders. He knows that it i» the great
\i\j .\ dogmma of the Eucharistic sacrifice that gives life, and significaney, and

SR y N importance, to all, even the minutest forms of his public liturgy.

o X S 3 But such an appreciation of things je impervious to the Protestant,
f-/; *-«_ ~ . undmostof all to the Calvimist (for the late King of Prussia was by
SRR NN \\: birth and education a Calvinist) ; and, therefore, that a certain set of

forms and ceremonies, when detached from their natural connexion,
and separated from the doctrine that alone imparted to them meaning
and efficacy, should not produce the same fruits in the Protestant as in
the Catholic worship, was te him an incomprehensible mystery.
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If from the consideration of worship we proceed to that of doctrine,
we shall find that the “ union ” was attended with even far less happy
results. ¢ The Calvinists, in Germany at least,” says Dr. Déllinger,
“ no longer attached importance to their founder’s doctrine of absolate
predestination ; and the Lutherans had for the most part given up the
old Lutheran doctrine of the real presence in the Eucharist, and had
adopted the Zwinglian theory. The authority of the symbolical books
was at an end ; and therefore, as regarded dogmas, no important obsta-
cle appeared in the way of the desired union. Hence, under the influ-
ence of the King of Prussia, the conjunction of the two communions,
the Lutheran and the Calvinistic, was, in the year 1817, brought about
without any difficulty. The differences of belief in regard to the
Lord’s Supper, that still prevailed ameng the people, might in the opin-
ion of the theologians be still allowed to continue under the pnion. In
the reception of the outward Eucharistic signs, every individual was
allowed to think what he pleased. Thus, according to this new theory,
signs are the thing essential, but what should be understood by those
signs is a matter of no importance. The union was made to consist
in the mere declaration, that the members were united ; and the new
community was decorated with the title of the Evangelical Church.”®
Thus in our times was brought about the union of two communities,
differing on the most important and fundamental doctrines of Christi-
anity—an union which, whenever proposed in the age of the Reforma-~
tion, was stigmatized as an abomination by Luther and his early fol-
lowers. As the very principle and constitution of such an alliance
presupposes religious indifference, so it is eminently calculated to con-
firm and diffuse it ; and what the late King of Prussia and his coun-
sellors devised as an instrument for checking the progress of irxeligion,
has conduced to its further spread among all classes of the people.

But the principal element of hope in Protestant Germany is, un-
doubtedly, Pietism. The great reform, which, towards the close of the
seventeenth century, Spener attempted, and to a certain extent brought
about, in the Lutheran Church, has been ably described in the second
volume of the work now translated. It was the aim of Spener to in.
fuse into that Church more of the ethical element, in opposition to the
dry and steril dogmatism of its symbolical books; to insist on the in-
ward, moral, and spiritual regeneration of man ; and to reform discipline
and morals in his own religious community. He was the first tounder-
mine the authority of the Lutheran formularies; and thereby he
unconsciously prepared the way for that great revolution of Rationalism,

© Hanbuch der Kirchengeschichte, fortgesetzt von Dallinger, p 906-7.
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which, as we have seen, has shattered to pieces the fabric of Lutheran
orthodoxy. In the eighteenth century, Spener’s disciples united with
those of Zinzendorf, and assumed ever more and more a scctarian char-
acter; but though discountenanced and reprobated by the orthedox
Lutherans, they form, in the words of Moehler, * the true salt of their
Church.”

In the general shipwreck of Protestantism, visible in our time, this
party appeared to many to offer the only plank of safety. And hence
their numbers have been swelled, and their influence and importance
vastly augmented, by the accession of the most able and learned Pro-
testant theologians, who, in their war against Rationalism, bhave put
forward the Pietists as the vanguard. This party, as now constituted,
is united rather by a general conviction of the truth of Christianity and
a sense of piety, than by any defined set of doctrines. The belief in
a supernatural revelation, in the authenticity and inspiration of Holy
Writ, and in the prophecies and miracles it relates, seems to be the
only bond of union ; for as to special dogmas there is much division of
opinion ;* and there are even some Pietists who call in question our
Lord’s divinity.

Like some of our own Methodists, they are distinguished for a more
careful culture of the religious feclings, than the bulk of Protestants;
they are assiduous in prayer and in Bible-reading, active in the dis-
semination of religious tracts, and liberal in pecuniary contributions
towards missionary objects ; and though mueh less numerous than the
Rationalists, they make up for that deficiency, by superiority of learning
and talents, greater energy of zcal, and higher moral worth. Though,
like the English sectaries with whom I have compared them, they
often evince a bitter sectarian hostility to the Church ; yet, like them,
whenever they wish to excite a devotional feeling among their followers,
they are obliged to have recourse to the works of our great divines and
ascetical writers. The writings of Taulerus, the great mystic of the

* In the interesting German work I bave already quoted, entitled * Protestantism
in its Self.Dissolution,” the divisions among the Pictist theologians are thus pointed
out. * The union between the Protestant theology, and the belief of congregations,
is purely illusive, and the clergy have for the most part become utterly unfit for their
calling. How can they preach up to their parishioners a faith, which they do not
themselves posscss 7 And when even they have one, where is the bond of unity to
keep them together? Docs not Neander teach very differently from Tholuck 7 And
Tholuck differently from Hengstenberg? And Hengstenberg differently from
Krummacher? And Krummacher differently from Driiseke? Aund Drireke differ-
ently from Harms? And Harms differently from Ullmen? And Ullman differently
from Licke? And Licke differently from Olshausen? And so forth. We
are wont to speak of a Protestant Church; but where is it I
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fifteenth century, the treatises of Thomas & Kempis, the Pensées of
Pascal, and the sermons of Massillon, are held by them in great esti-
mation. On the whole, in the desolate waste of German Protestantism,
this religious party is like a rivulet, which, harsh, bitter, and brackish,
though its waters often be, yet is cheering and refreshing to the eye of
the Christian observer.

Yet among these new religionists the same phenomenon has oc-
carred, which the bhistory of heretical sects has so often exhibited,
where religious enthusiasm degenerates after a time into the darkest,
most fearful fanaticism, and an ill-directed asceticism sinks into the
most undisguised sensuality.

In Konigsberg a fanatical sect sprang out of this pietistic movement,
and which under the name of Muckers, held errors not unlike those of
some ancient Gnostics, and perpetrated the most shameless mysteries.
These scandalous scenes, in which together with others, two Lutheran
pastors and several persons of rank were engaged, drew down a long
Jjudicial investigation. In Saxony a fanatical pietistic party, headed by
the pastor Stephan, was forced to emigrate to America, where after he
had exercised over his followers the most unbounded despotism in spiri-
tual and temporal matters, and ebused his ecclesiastical authority to
the gratification of his personal lusts, the rcligious community was
broken up.

Swabia during the present century has brought forth several singular
sects,* many members whereof, on emigrating to North America—that
El Dorado of all false religious enthusiasts—have boldly proclaimed and
carried out their monstrous opinions, preaching up, among other things,
the community of goods and community of wives.}

¢ See Hase Kirchengeschichte, p. 520.

t In the year 1823, and in a part of German and Protestant Switzerland under
the influence of the Swabian pictists, a scene of dreadful religious fanaticism occurred,
which since the seventeenth century is perfectly unparalleled. The following account
of it is taken from the Church History of a Protestant divine, Dr. Hase of Leipmck.
** Margaret Peter,” says he, * the daughter of a peasant at Wildenspuch, in the can-
ton of Zurich, had by intercourse with the Herrn.hutters and with Madame de
Kriidener, been prep d with the idea, that she was exclusively charged with the
spiritual salvation of the world. Her tone of spiritual authority and decisiveness
caused the pious folks of the neighbourhood to revereher as a saint ; and though she
even fell into the crime of adultery, her faith in her own mission remained unshaken.
In this feeling of her importance, she together with her disciples combated against
Satan with carnal weapons ; she caused her spiritual sisters to be slain ; and pretend.
ing to have received a divine command to sacrifice Christ anew in her own person,
she let herself with wonderful endurance be crucificd, in order to redcem many thou-
sand souls.”"—FHase, Kirchengeschichte, page 530.
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Yet while the pscudo-mysticism of Protestantism had run into such
fearful aberrations, Rationalism still pursued her destructive career. In
the year 1834, a teacher of theology at Tubingen, Dr. Strauss, pub-
lished a book entitled “ Life of Jesus,” which, written with consi-
derable learning and ingenuity, and composed in a tone of dogmatic
assurance and imperturbable phlegm, concentrated in one focus, and
raised to the most intense degree of extravagance, all the monstrous
hypotheses and blasphemous sophisms put forth by preceding Rational-
ists. Deeply sunk as religious feeling and principle are in Protestant
Germany, yet it is gratifying to observe, that as the celebrated Catholic
biblical scholar, Flug, observes, this work has encountered the most
formidable opposition among Protestant theologians, and that not a sin-
gle eminent individual of their number has entirely subscribed to its
doctrines. Yet this infamous book, for which Rationalists of a less de-
cided stamp had prepared the way, has wrought immense mischief, and
precipitated many, especially among the Protestant laity, into the
depths of total unbelief.*

* The theory of Strauss is as follows : without absolutely calling in question the
cxistence of our Saviour, he asserts that the Gospels we now p , were not com.
posed before the close of the second century ; and that the life, ministry, and miracles
of Jesus Christ, as therc recorded, were purely fictitious representations, traced ac-
cording to that ideal of the Messiah prevalent among the Jews.

In reply to this monstrous theory, let a few observations suffice. In thefirst place,
it supposes that the writings of all the Apostolic Fathers, contemporaries or imme-.
diate successors of the Apostles, and which contain such clear and numerous quota.
tions from the Gospels, and other scriptures of the Ncw Testament, were forgerics
of the third century. Secondly, it supposes, that the writings of St. Justin Martyr,
Ireneeus, and others still more abounding in such quotations, were also forgeries of a
like, or even later date. Thirdly, that the heretical literature of the former half of
the second century, numerous fragments whereof survive in the pages of the carly
Fathers, and which furnishes such cogent, irrefragable, testimony in favour of the
authenticity, the genuinencss, and sometimes the Divine authority of the Four Gospels
and other New Testament scriptures ;—that this heretical literature, I say, was also an
orthodox fabrication of the eame period.  Fourthly, that the work written against the
Christian religion by the Pagan philosopher Celsus, about the ycar 176 of our ers,
which admits the miracles of our Divine Lord as matters of incontestable notoriety,
aund refers to the narratives of supernatural events, contained in the historical books
of Christians, with such distinctness and accuracy, as to establish their identity with
the Gospels we now possess ;—that this work, 1 say, composed by an acute, but ma.
lignant enemy of our faith, was a Christian production of a subsequent age. Fifthly,
that the Jewish Mishna, compiled in the secund century of the Christian era, and
which, while it sceks to ascribe to fantastic causes the miracles of Christ, unequivo-
cally admits their reality ; (miracles, be it observed, the knowledge whercof came
down to the Jews of that age by a channel of tradition totally independent of Chris-
tians) that the Jewish Mishna was likcwise a Christian fabrication. Sixthly, that not
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Strauss, deprived of his place of private teacher of Protestant divinity
in the University of Tabingen, was offered a few years ago, by the
revolutionary government of Zurich in Switzerland, a theological chair ;
bat an armed insurrection of the sounder portion of the Protestant popu-’
lation prevented this outrage on Christianity. In Halle, two years ago,
a hundred and fifty students presented a petition to the government, that
a professorship should be bestowed on this infidel. In Holstein, a party
called “ Philalethes,” and in Berlin, another denominated “ Freemen,”
have severally formed leagues to renounce all show of outward commu-
nion with any Christian Church whatsoever.

In the year 1841, a licentiate of Protestant theology at the university
of Bonn, Bruno Bauer, published a work entitled, “ Criticism on the
Evangelical History of the Synoptics;” a work which in licentious im-
piety surpassed even that of Strauss. The pantheistic views of Hegel,
insinuated in Strauss’s book, are distinctly avowed by Bauer ; the iden-
tity of the Divine and the human consciousness openly proclaimed—
and the personal existence of God and the immortality of the human
soul denied. The author then, absolutely and without restriction, re-
jects the authenticity and the credibility of the whole Gospel History.

The Prussian Government, naturally conceiving it most absurd and
dangerous that a man holding such principles should be allowed to re-
main a teacher of divinity, proposed to the several Protestant theologi-
cal faculties within its dominions the two following questions : “ What
point of view does the author of the above-mentioned work hold in re-
gard to Christianity,” and ¢ whether the licentia docendi should be grant-
ed to him ?”’ In reply to the two questions proposed, the several facul-
ties of Berlin, Bonn, Halle, Breslau, Griefswalde, and Kenigsberg,
bave published their opinions ; and no documents that have ever appear-
ed throw so clear and withal so fearful a light on the present state of
German Protestantism. That Bauer’s book is in opposition to Chris-
tianity is the opinion of the Faculty of Berlin with one exception, of the
entire Faculty of Bonn, of that of Breslau with one exception, and of
one half the members in the Faculties of Griefswalde and Keenigsberg.

enly did the whole Christian world at the close of the second age receive as authen.
tic and divine, Scriptures which were spurious, but also believe them to have been in
universal circulation for one hundred and fifty years before. Lastly, that the Chris.
tian Charch antedated her own existence by a century and a half, and succeeded in
enlisting in behalf of this imposture the unanimous assent not only of her own mem-
bers, bat of the heterodox, the Jews, and the Gentiles.

Sach are the preliminary difficulties that encounter Mr. Strauss ; and when he has
been clever enough to overcome these, his most arduous task remains; for the main
evidences of Christianity would still remain unshaken.
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That the work is compatible with the essence of Christianity, though
opposed only to its ecclesiastical development, is the opinion of Professor
Marheincke of Berlin, Professor Middledorpf of Breslau, and one half
the members in the Faculties of Griefswalde and Kcenigsberg. As to
the second question, whether the licentia docendi should be granted to
the author, the opposition to Bauer was not quite so strong as on the
first question. ‘The Faculty of Bonn, which passes for the most ortho-
dox in Protestant Germany, made the disgraceful remark, that if Bauer
were permitted to teach theology, there would be no hindrance to any
member of the Evangelical Church inculcating the doctrines of invoca-
tion of saints and the papal supremacy! This, doubtless, would be a
great misfortune! But a greater misfortune it is, the candid Protes-
tant Christian will confess, to see a theological faculty, calling itself
Christian, and Evangelical to boot, place doctrines held by the immense’
majority of Christians on the same level with the grossest Pan-
theism ! 1”*

Had the Prussian government proposed the aforesaid questions to

some other Protestant faculty, like that of Tubingen for example, it
would have found the majority of members probably pronounce a decla-
ration in favour of Bauer’s infamous book ; for the majority are there
pantheistic. These dreadful doctrines have obtained alarming currency
among the junior members of the theological, as well as philosophical
faculties at several Protestant universities.
. Thus have I tracked the restless spirit of negation through all its la-
byrinths for the last hundred years. We have secn it first question the
genuineness of certain passages and books of Scripture ; next reject the
theory of Divine inspiration ; then deny the authenticity of several of
the Apostolic Epistles, and even Gospels ; and afterwards subvert, one
after another, all the Christian dogmas that the elder Protestantism had
retained ; till at last it has reached the ultimate term of folly and wick-
edness, and proclaimed the essential identity of the Divine and the hu-
man consciousness.

As the old orthodox Lutherans gave way to the Rationalists of the
school of Semler, and these again to the Rationalists represented by
Wegscheider and Paulus, so the latter are now, by many of the rising
generation, forsaken for the Mythic divines, as Strauss and his followers
are denominated.

Melancholy as is the picture which has here been drawn of the state
of religion in Protestant Germany, let not the rcader suppose, that all

® See * Gutachten der Evangelisch theologischen Facultiten der Preussichen
Universititen iiber Bruno Bauer.” Berlin, 1842.
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hopes of a religious regeneration there are utterly extinct. The remark-
able reaction, headed by her most distinguished spirits, in favour of more
Christian views, he has already had occasion to observe. A far more -
favourable sign, is that never intermitting stream of conversions, that
for the last forty years has set in towards the Catholic Church, and
which every - year sees flow on with a more rapid tide, and in a more
expansive course.

If among the rfiddle and the lower ranks of society, conversions be
not near so numerous, relatively to the population, as in Holland and
in our own country, yet in the upper and more cultivated classes, they
were, until very lately, of much more frequent occurrence. Germany
is peculiarly circamstanced. There are vast districts in the north,
where a Catholic priest and Catholic chapel are objects as rare as in
North Wales ; and unfortunately, in several of those provinces, like
Wurtemberg and Baden, where the two Churches come in contact, the
loose opinions and disedifying conduct, which until very lately were
very generally prevalent among the Cathelic clergy, were not of course
calculated to raise their Church in the estimation of Protestants. In
other parts, like the Rhenish province, Westphalia, Bavaria, Silesia, and
parts of Austria—districts where new elements of religious life are fer-
menting through the whole Catholic population, conversions are exceed-
ingly numerous, and are annually on the increase.*

But the solution of the great problem that perplexes Protestant Ger-
many—the return to a higher religious life, whereof she seems to have
adim anticipation—and whereof so many noble individual examples
seem to be the necessary forerunners—the solution of this great pro-
blem, I say, mainly depends on the moral regeneration of Catholic Ger-
many herself ; and this leads me to the second part of this historical
sketch, wherein I propose briefly to describe the destinies of the Ger-
man Catholic Church for the last hundred years.

Catholic Germany, that, in the latter part of the sixteenth century,
bad opposed with so much energy the progress of the Reformation, sank
after the great convulsions of the Thirty Years’ War into a state of
moral and intellectual languor, that lasted for the period of a hundred
years, Under the auspices of Catholic prelates, however, many lauda.
ble attempts were made in that interval to bring about a reunion of Pro-
testants with the Catholic Church ; and Protestant princes, such as the
Landgrave Ernest of Hesse, Frederick of Brunswick, Duke of Hanover,

® For instance, in the hereditary states of Austria, exclusive of Hungary, though
the Protestant population lies thinly scattercd, five hundred and forty.eight persons of
various ranks were in the year 1840 converted to the Catholic Church.
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Frederick Augustus, Elector of Saxony, and Alexander, Duke of Wur-
temberg, were successively admitted into her communion.

The number of ecclesiastical principalities in Germany, though on
the whole conducive to the temporal welfare of the people, were in a
gpiritual point of view attended with great disadvantages. The pre-
lates, too exclusively engaged with cares of state, often entirely aban-
doned to their coadjutors the spiritual administration of their dioceses ;
and there were instances in the last century, where the character of the
bishop seemed entirely merged in that of the prince.*

That a certain share of political power and influence is necessary to
the episcopacy, for the better protection of the interests of religion and

\ morality, as well as of the Church’s proprietary rights—for the conser-
vation of order, and the promotion of popular freedom, cannot for a
moment be doubted. That, moreover, the temporal sovereignty enjoy-
ed by the Holy See was a means devised by Divine Providence for pre-
serving intact its spiritual independence, the most superficial glance
over the page of history may suffice to convince us. But whether in
bishoprics, where independence is not of the same vital |mportance H
which pessess not the same promise of indefectibility and Divine assis-
tance, and consequently are devoid of the same guarantees against the
abuses and dangers attendant on the possession of secular power, such
extensive political jurisdiction be conducive to the interests of religion,
is a matter exceedingly questionable.

It was not so much, however, the temporal sovereignty of the pre-
lates, as the too exclusively aristocratic composition of the capitular
bodies, that operated so prejudicially to the well-being of the Church.
The priesthood, as it holds the office of mediator between all ranks of
gociety, should itself represent the blending of all classes ; and as nobi-
lity is calculated to infuse into it moderation of temper and dignity of
habits, so the commonalty pours into it & perpetual stream of energy,
talent, and popular sympathy. In this, as in so many other instances,
the noblest example has ever been set by Rome, whose Sacred College

® An anecdote, illustrative of the observation in the text, is related of one of the
electors of Mayence in the last century. Passing in his carriage one day through the
étreets of his capital, he saw & man taken suddenly very ill. He stopped his carriage,
and bade his footman fetch a clergyman from a neighbouring church; and seemed
totally to forget that he himself was invested with powers to render the poor man
spiritual aid.

Yet there were other ecclesiastical potentates (and among these the Prince-bishops
of Witizburg,) who to the last remained true to the spirit of their eacred profesaion,
and spent their ample revenues in promoting the interests of religion, and the moral
and temporal well-being of their subjeots,
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has in every age been open to virlue and merit, in the humblest, as well
as in the highest ranks of life ; and where it has so often happened, as
even at this moment is the case, that the son of a peasant sits clad in
the Roman purple by the side of & brother of the first Christian
emperor.

The members of the German Chapters, thus exclusively composed,
were too often listless and given up to ease, indifferent to literature,
little concerned about the great objects and interests of the Church, and
evincing activity only in the obscure intrigues that preceded and ac.
companied the election of a bishop.

If we except the laudable labours of the Benedictines, and the ex-
cellent writings of the Brothers Walenburg, ihe theological literature
of that ptriod was mostly confined to petty polemical skirmishes ; while
in the schools, divinity, finding few able expositors, was taught in the
most dry, tasteless, and mechanical manner.

But in the reign of the excellent Empress Maria Theresa, a better
spirit arose. Popular education was considerably extended, the theolo-
gical schools underwent great improvements § and the method of in-
struction then adopted has been found so excellent, as to be ever singe
retained. Towards the close of this reign, however, the Jansenists
became active and influential ; a spirit of unworthy distrust towards
the Holy See began to display itself; the odious placet on all papal
bulls was, in imitation of France, established ; and the evil genius, that
80 often blighted all salutary reforms in the eighteenth century, here
again exerted its baneful influence.

Those principles of hostility to papal and episcopal power, which
characterized the French Jansenists of the eighteenth century, and
distracted and convulsed the Gallican Church, at the moment when she
needed all her combined energies and resources in order to resist un-
belief, found their way into Catholic Germany ; where the relaxation
of discipline, and the growing lukewarmness among a large portion ef
the clergy and laity, presented a too favourable soil to the growth of
such principles. They found an organ and defender in John Nicholas
von Hontheim, suffragan bishop to the Elector of Treves, who under
the name of Febronius, published, in the year 1763, a work against the
authority of the Holy See, under the pretepce that by the depression
of prerogatives peculiarly odious to Protestants, the return of the latter
to the Catholic Church might be mgye easily brought about. ¢ Hence
he asserted,” says Dr. Dbllinger, *that the constitution of the Church
‘is not monarchical, that it was not Christ, but the, Church, that had con
ferred on the Roman pontifis the supremacy; that the pope has,
indeed, an authority over all Churches, but oper jurisdiction ; that
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his superiority among bishops is no more than the precedency allotted
to the president or speaker of a parliament; and that he can indeed
make laws, but that they receive a binding force only through ths
unanimous adhesion of all bishops.””® The author, moreover, counselled
princes to hold back the papal bulls, in order to impede the intercourse
of their Churches with Rome, and thereby to force the latter into con-
cessions} and also, with the advice of their prelates, to take in hand
the reform of those national Churches. This work, condemned by the
Holy See, and proscribed by several German bishops, called forth able
replies from several distinguished divines of Germany and Italy. Yet
the principles it inculcated, exercised for a long time a most fatal influ
ence over public opinion, passed into the teaching of the theological
schools, furnished the secular power with most formidable weapons
against the liberties of the Church, and led to the degradation and
oppression of the German clergy.

While such principles were leading minds ustrey, e prince arose,
who was destined to enforce them in public life, and, by his great
power, give to them the most fatal extension and diffusion. Imbued
with the maxims of this insidious Jansenism, as well as with many of
the false principles of Illuminism ; vain, frivolous, and egotistical, yet
not devoid of benevolent feelings, the perverted philanthropy of the
emperor Joseph was the curse of his subjects. While with the view
of improving the happiness of his people, he ventured on crude, pre-
cipitate, violent political reforms, that often infringed on their liberties,
violated their ancient customs, and were repugnant to their feelings :
his ecclesiastical reforms, that originated likewise in a true or affected
zeal for the advancement of piety, were still more unsuccessful. True
to the counsels of Febronius, he prescribed by ordinance the royal placet
as a necessary condition to the reception of all papal bulls, whether of a
doctrinal or a disciplinary kind, forbade recurrence to Rome in all mat-
ters, and took upon himself to transfer the right of giving dispensations,
in matrimonial cases, from the Holy See to the bishops of his own do-
minions. He next cut off all communication between the heads of
religious houses within his states and their superiors at Rome ; pro-
scribed all the contemplative orders, and tolerated none but those dedi-
cated to the care of souls, attendance on the sick, and the instruction
of youth ; and at last, with few exceptions, dissolved all the monasteries,
confiscated their property, and applied it to the endowment of parishes,
the foundation of schools, and the building of barracks. His reforming
zeal was then exerted on the public liturgy and worship, where the

* Dollinger's Continuation of Hortig's Church History (in German,) p. 871,
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innovations he introduced attested at once the littleness of his mind
and his reckless arrogance. The numerous confraternities devoted to
exercises of piety, and the spiritual and corporal works of mercy, this
ruthless enemy of the Churchabolished also. The education of clerical
students was withdrawn from the eye of the bishops; episcopal autho-
rity was everywhere invaded; those prelates who resisted the impious
innovations of the emperor, were, by his agents, held up to odium and
contempt ; and writings more or less openly directed against the dis.
cipline, the constitution, and the dogmas of the Catholic Church, were
encouraged and circulated by the government. He proclaimed the
dissolubility of the nuptial tie, before the civil tribunals ; and while he
thus undermined the constitution of the family, as established by
Christianity, he thereby, to a certain extent, severed the connexion
between Church and State. Tiie cclibacy of the clergy he would fain
bave abolished, but was cempelled to yield to the remonstrances of the
Austrian prelutes,

The venerable pontiff Pius VI. crosses the Alps to check the giddy,
infatuated emperor in his headlong course. His remonstrances, ex-
hortations, and prayers are unavailing; till the loud murmurs of
Austria, the menacing attitude of Hungary, and the open revolt of
Flanders, rouse the monarch from his illusion. He lived to see, in
part, the futility of his efforts; but his career was terminated before he
could consummate the schism in Austria.

The ecclesiastical policy of this imperial revolutionist well deserves
our consideration, because it has heen the main source of all the evils
that for the last fifty years have afflicted the German Church. Those
prelates who had encouraged this monarch in his encroachments on
the papal power, lived to become the victims of that policy ;—the blow
levelled at a higher authority recoiled on themselves ; their jurisdiction
was soon infringed, trampled on, and despised ; and experience proved
on this, as on so many former occasions, that the safest bulwark of na-
tional Churches, against the assaults of the secular power, is in their
firm adherence to the Apostolic See. In the suppression of monas-
teries, Joseph II. was doubtless an unconscious instrument in the hands
of a high retributive Justice, for the chastisement of declining piety and
relaxing zeal. Yet here, as elsewhere, the abolition of those institutes
left an irreparable void in society. In directing their first attacks
against the contemplative orders, the revolutionists of the last, as of the
present century, struck at the very root of the monastic life. For all
outward energy,—all zealous manifestations of love for God and our
peighbour,—all heroic exercises of works of mercy, spiritual and cor.
poral,—have their foundation in prayer and heavenly contemplation,
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which form the basis of all religious communities, though in some the
exercise be more rigidly prescribed, and more prominently practised,
than in others. -

The fountains of education were now often poisoned : the instruction
of youth, wrested from the hands of the vigilant guardians of virtue,
was entrusted to men devoid of the same guarantees, or even the
avowed partisans of schismatical and irreligious principles; while in
the duties of the sacred ministry, in the care of the infirm, and in the
relief and education of the poor, the secular clergy lost often zealous
co-operators, and admirable models in the path of virtue.

The suppression of the religious confraternities was also & most fatal
blow to the cause of public virtue. These admirable sodalities foster
faith and piety among their members, inspire deeds of benevolence,
keep up a holy concord among citizens of all classes, and are to laymen
(even such as are not therein enrolled) what religious orders are to the
secular clergy,—perpetual incentives to the practice of the higher vir-
tues. The destruction of these pious brotherhoods was followed, in
Vienna, by the establishment of various societies for the promotion of
worldly gaicties and profane amusements. 8o indestructible is the
gpirit of association in the mind of man !

The elaborate despotism which Joseph had contrived for the oppreg-

_sion of the Church, though modified by his successors, has long con-
tinued to enervate episcopal authority, to check the zeal of the inferigr

xcl_ctgy, to thwart the efforts and weaken the influence of those religious
. orders that wera originally retained, or have since been restored, and to
dry up, among the people, many springs of spiritual life.

The spirit of distrust and alienation towards the Holy See, inspired
by the writings of Febronius, and encouraged by the legislation of
Joseph 1L, finds still, unhappily, its adherents among a portion of the
Austrian priesthoed, and a large body of the civil functionaries; while
in some other parts of Germany, that spirit terminated in the open pre-
fession of schismatical principles.

Lastly, the sacrilegious spoliation of monastic property on the part
of this emperor, as well as the encouragement he gave. to a licentious,
irreligious press, coupled with his avowed contempt for all ancient cus-
toms, popular franchises and liberties, and the prescriptive rights of civil
eorporations, led to the loss of his Belgian provinces, facilitated the
triumph of the arms and the principles of French Jacobinism, and the
consequent dismemberment of the Germaunic empire, and brought about
that long train of calamities, disgraces, and humiliations, that Austria
was destined to endure.

While the head of the empire was thus waging war against the
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Church, she received severe blows from those who were her natural
protectors and defenders. The extensive jurisdiction, which for two
centuries the papal nuncios had exercised in Germany, and which had
been conferred on them in order to check the progress of the Reforma-
tion, now irritated the jealousy of some’German prelates, and rendered
them, in the general religious laxity of the age, but too well disposed to
lend a willing ear to the doctrines of Febronius. Imbued to a certain
extent with those opinions, and spurred on by the counscls and example
of Jaseph, the three ecclesiastical electors of Mayence, Treves, and
Cologne, accompanied by the archbishop of Salzburg, met in the year
1786, at the baths of Ems, and there framed a series of articles, called
the twenty-six points, insulting to the dignity, and derogatory to the
rights, of the Holy See. They were to the effect, that episcopal juris-
diction should be freed from those restraints, whereby recurrence to
Rome is rendered necessary ; that the right of dispensation in matri-
monial cases, down to the second degree, belonged of right to bishops ;
that all papal bulls and breves must first be sanctioned by the accept.
ance of the bishops ; that annats and dues for the reception of palliums
be abolished, and an equitable tax substituted ; that in cases of appeal
the pope must select judices in partibus, or leave them to the deter-
mination of a provincial council; and that the prelates, when restored
to the possession of their original rights, would undertake a reform of
ecclesiastical discipline.

These articles, some whereof struck at the essential rights of the
papal power, others at long-established usages, sanctioned by the autho-
rity or practice of the Church, were strenuously resisted by several
German prelates, as well as the Pope’s nuncio at Cologne. The next
year, the parties themselves, who had been implicated in these proceed-
ings, revoked, in a formal address to the pope, the obnoxious articles;
but it would be an error to suppose that the scandal and mischief of
such declarations are immediately removed by a retractation.

At the moment when these attempts were made to introduce disor-
ganizing principles into the German Church, infidelity was not behind
in the concoction of her own schemes. Weishaupt, a professor at the
Bavarian university of Ingolstadt, entered, as I before observed, into
close communication and confederacy with Nicolai, who, in the north
of Germany, was actively diffusing the principles of irreligion. The
former founded, in the year 1776, the order of the Illuminati, which
was destined to propagate the atheistic and antisocial principles of the
French Encyclopedists, through the mysterious forms and agency of
masonic lodges. The founder and first members of this destructive
order were even more systematic in their schemes, and more crafty

4



50 MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER,

in the execution of them, than the infidels of France. A well-infornfed
eye-witness of the time says : * The illuminati undertake to give eccle-
siastics to the Church, counsellors to sovereigns, tutors to princes,
teachers to universities, nay, even commanders to the imperial
fortresses.” This formidable association was, indeed, broken up by
the energy of the elector, Carl Theodore ; but its principles to a certaim
extent survived, and wrought great mischief in Bavaria and other parts
of Catholic Germany.

In this state of things did the French revolution surprise the inhabit.
ants of Catholic Germauy. A clergy partly relaxed in discipline, and
tainted with Febronian doctrines,~=its better members often thwarted
by the despotic control of the state, in their zealous efforts for the
maintenance of fhith and piety ; a nobility in part corrupted by the
irreligious literature of France and the rationalist philosophy of Nor-
thern Germany ; a third estate in many instances perverted by doc-
trines openly proeclaimed from many university-chairs, or secretly in-
culcated in the lodges of the illuminati ;—all these were social elements
ill calculated to encounter the shock of the moral and physical energies
of revolutionary France.

To these causes of moral debility, others of & political nature must be
added.

The political absolutisnz, which from the reign of Lewis XIV. had
become so predominant in France, in Spain, and Portugal, and, to &
less extent, in Germany (for bere many remmants of ancient freedom
survived), powerfully contributed to bring about the great popular com-
motion which now shook Europe te its centre. In the first place, by
detaching the nobles from the sphere of their local power and influence,
this political system drew them into the vortex of dissipation, se often
incident to a court life, and thereby rendered them more obnoxious to
the irreligious philosophy of the day, that ministered te sensuality.
Secondly, by excluding them as a body from a participation in the con-
duct of public affairs, it rendered them frivolous, inexperienced, ready
to concer in any hollow sophism, or adopt any rash, crude espedient,
suggested or put forth by political innovators. Thirdly, it exposed the
aristocracy to the jealousy and envy of the middle classes, who were at
a loss to understand the meaning of surviving distinctions and privi-
leges, when they no longer beheld the corresponding exercise of power.

Lastly, the middle classes themselves, deprived of their old, sound,
historical, legitimate liberties, were the more prene teo run after the illu-
sive meteor of a false, pernicious, abstract freedom. In a word, the
solitary celumn of royalty, unaided by the pilasters of nebility, and the
strong buttresses of democracy, was found incapable of sustaining the
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vhole weight of the social edifice. Such were some of the evils that
the modern system of political absolutism brought on Church and
Btate : and though by no means the chief, it was certainly one of the
great concurrent causes of that mighty revolution, which darkened and
convulsed the close of the eighteenth century, and the last shocks
whereof we are ever and anon doomed to feel.

The divine Nemesis now stretched forth His hand against devoted
Germany, and chastised her rulers and her people for the sins and trans-
gressions of many successive generations. Like those wild sons of the
desert, whom, in the seventh century, heaven let loose to punish the de-
generate Christians of the east, the new Islamite hordes of revolutionary
France were permitted by Divine Providence to spread through Ger-
many, as through almost every country in Europe, terror and desolation.
What shall I say of the endless evils that accompanied and followed
the march of her armies? The desolation of provinces,—the plunder
of cities,—the spoliation of Church property,—the desecration of altars,
—the proscription of the virtuous,—the exaltation of the unworthy
wembers of society,~the horrid mummeries of irreligion practised in
many of the conquered cities,~—the degradation of life,~and the profa-
Bation of death ;—such were the calamities that marked the course of
these devastating hosts. And yet the evils inflicted by Jacobin France
were less intense and less permanent, than those exercised by her le-
gilation. In politics, the expulsion of the old ecclesiastical electors,
who, if they had sometimes given in to the false spirit of the age, had
ever been the mildest and most benevolent of rulers,—the proscription
of a nobility, that had ever lived in the kindliest relations with its te-
nantry,—and on the ruins of old aristocratic and municipal institutions,
that bad long guarded and sustained popular freedom, a coarse, levelling
tyranny, sometimes democratic, sometimes imperial, established ;—in
the Church, the oppression of the priesthood,~~a heartless religious in-
differentism, undignified even by attempts at philosophic speculation,
propagated and encouraged ;—and through the poisoned channels of
education, the taint of infidelity transmitted to generations yet unborn ;
=such were the evils that followed the establishment of the French
domination in the conquered provinces of Germany. Doubtless,
through the all-wise dispensations of that Providence, who bringeth
good oat of evil, this fearful revolution has partly become, and will yet
ferther become, the occasion of the moral and social regeneration of
Europe. It was thus Protestantism gave occasion to the reform of
manners instituted by the Council of Trent. In both instances, the
regeneration was brought about in utter opposition to the principles of
the revolution that furnished occasion for reform.
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By the treaty of Luneville, in 1801, and a corresponding decree of the
imperial diet, in 1803, the left bank of the Rhine was ceded to France. In
order to indemnify the secular princes,who thereby lost their territorial pos-
sessions, all the ecclesiastical electorates, principalities, and landed pro-
perty of bishoprics, abbies, convents, chapters, and other ecclesiastical cor.
porations throughout the greater part of Germany, were given up to them.
Thus did all the secular pomp and temporal grandeur of the German
Church perish with that holy Roman empire, which had risen, and for so
many ages grown up, under her auspices, and which had imparted to her,
in turn, so much power and dignity. The monasteries and convents
were almost everywhere suppressed, their estates confiscated, and their
inmates reduced to a paltry pittance, which was often but irregularly
paid. The chapters also were despoiled, their promised endowments
withheld ; and while their members died one after the other, the bishops
were left without advisers and co-operators. The episcopal sees them-
selves were arbitrarily broken up, contracted, or extended in their di.
mensions ; and as their occupants died off, or resigned, from age or
other circumstances, they were replaced by vicars apostolic, who, with-
out the same influence or authority, were incapable of repressing the
abuses, or coping with the evils of the time. Every impediment was
opposed to a free intercourse between the episcopacy and the Holy
See; and the jurisdiction of the former was subjected to the odious
shackles of a jealous legislation. Ecclesiastical seminaries were, with
few exceptions, not restored ; and thus one of the most efficient means
for training up a pious priesthood was neglected. Altars and churches
were despoiled, and pious and charitable foundations misapplied or
squandered away.* Principles of irreligion, propagated by the press, or
from the university-chair, met with secret encouragement or passive
connivance from several governments; the popular and grammar
schools were often entrusted to teachers totally devoid of religion ; and
in Bavaria especially, the profligate ministry of Count von Mongelas
left no measure untried, in order to obliterate religion from the hearts
of a most Catholic people.

To these calamities, under which the Church of Germany groaned,
we must add the many and various evils attendant on the campaigns of
Napoleon,—that often partook of the sacrilegious and atrocious charac-
ter of the first revolutionary wars ; the general prostration of moral and
intellectual energy, that foreign dominion engenders; and the demo-
ralizing effects that follow the arbitrary transfer of countries or provin.

® See Alzog's Church History (in German), p. 659 ; sce also the Protestant ITase's
Church History, p. 505.
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ces from one ruler to another ; the dissolution of the sacred ties of
nationality, and the breaking up of old hereditary attachments.

Yet the hour of liberation for Germany and Europe at last sounded.
“That mighty hunter before the Lord,” as Gorres once called Napo-
leon, who had been raised up by Divine Providence to chastise (in the
words of Dryden) “a lubrique and adulterate generation,” had now
accomplished his mission of terror, and amid the exultations of the civi-
lized world, was himself caught in the toils which his ambition bad leid
for others.

On the restoration of general peace, in 1814, the several German
governments saw the necessity of co-operating with the Holy See, for
the establishment of a new ecclesiastical organization. In the year
1817, Bavaria entered into a concordat with the Pope; and, after long
negotiations, Prussia, Hanover, Wirtemberg, Baden, and the other minor
states, followed her example. The stipulations in these several concor-
dats were tolerably favourable to the Church; but in a very few in-
stances only were they honestly carried out. The virtuous Emperor of
Austria, Francis, strove to negotiate with the Papal See a concordat,
whereby the many evils engendered by Joseph’s policy might be rc-
moved : but owing to the fatal influence of a dignitary of the Church,
this godly work was not aecomplished.

It was the great merit of the Emperor Francis, that he relaxed the
severity of his predecessor’s legislation in regard to the Church; dis-
countenanced impiety ; restored several religious orders, and mitigated
the harsh, despotic Jaws respecting the spiritual government and tem-
poral administration of others, that had been retained ; placed every
department of education in closer connexion with the Church; and
generally nominated to the episcopal dignity, and other ecclesiastical
functions, men of orthodoxy, zeal, and learning. In Bavaria, the
Church languished in a miserable condition, until the year 1825, when
the present enlightened sovereign ascended the throne. He has made
it his duty to heal his country’s wounds, by restoring to religion her
salutary influence. He has appointed men of eminent learning and
piety to the episcopal sees ; reformed the establishments of public edu-
cation ; revived several religious orders of cither sex; encouraged all
institutions of piety and charity ; and laboured to bring about a holy

/.
union between the Church and art and science. /Under his auspices, 5* J s
Catholic science has reached a magnificent pitch'of development ; and . /.
religious art—and especially painting—has achieved wonders umex-* = - '
ampled since the days of Perugino, Leonardo da Vinci, and Raphael. y ¢+, - © . 7/

In Prussia, and the other German states ruling over a Catholic popt-
lation, the Church, after the so-called restoration of 1814, had to encoun-



54 MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

ter a long succession of secret intrigues, odious machinations, and vexa-
tious oppressions. At times, the independence of canonical clection
was violated ; at others, bishoprics were kept vacant; and almost al-
ways, by the influence of the state, men noted for subserviency of cha-
racter, or labouring under the infirmities of age, were promoted to the
episcopal office. Papal bulls, even on doctrinal matters, were for ycars
held back by many of these governments : episcopal authority, in Wr-
temberg more especially, was, and is still, shackled by the most humi-
liating fetters ; and in general every favour was evinced towards those
churchmen who were most unmindful of their dutics. Every attempt
was made to Protestantize, or rather to uncatholicize the Catholic popu-
lation, partly by the Protestant or irreligious teachers appointed to the
schools, as well as by the professors nominated to the university-chairs,
and partly by the instrumentality of the press, under government influ-
ence. Every disfavour was manifested towards zealous Catholics, lay
as well as clerical ; and every encouragement given to mixed marriages,
contracted under such circumstances, and with such conditions, as
were calculated to promote a considerable increase in the Protestant
population. ,

But the web, which a cunning tyranny had spun for years, the me-
morable night of the 20th of November, 1837, saw the courageous wis-
dom of one man suddenly unravel. The venerable Archbishop of
Cologne, Count von Droste-Vischering, forced the Prussian government
out of its labyrinth of secret machinationsinto the path of open violence.
Hereby its hypocrisy was exposed, its flatterers were put to shame, and
the vigilance, energy, and religious zeal of Catholic Germany were
aroused. It is here unnecessary to do more, than briefly advert to recent
transactions, that must be still fresh in the reader’s mind, and which I
have not space to recount. The example of the illustrious Archbishop
of Cologne was followed by that of the distinguished prelate who occu-
pied the archiepiscopal see of Posen. The sovereign pontiff denounced
the gross injustice of the Prussian government, in its imprisonment of
the two archbishops, and applauded the. firmness, prudence, and self-
devotedness of the latter ; while backed by that high authority, the
other prelates within the Prussian dominions united in strenuous resist-
ance against the encroachments of the secular power. This was the
dawn of a new epoch on Catholic Germany. From the banks of the
Rhine down to the frontiers of Hungary, a new spirit hath breathed
over the German Church. A warmer, more filial attachment—the re-
sult at once of gratitude and conviction—hath sprung up towards the
Holy See; the inferior clergy have rallied round their bishops; and
churchmen, formerly timid and lukewarm. are row hannma fovvant gnd
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courageous. Among the laity many have been reclaimed from tepidity,
and even unbelief ; the duties of religion are prosecuted with greater
fervour ; pious and charitable confraternities have multiplied; and a
zeal to diffuse the blessed truths of religion, to defend the doctrines of
the Church against the calumnies of the press, and her liberties against
the oppressions of the state, has become more and more manifest.

But before I close this account of the German Catholic Church, it is my
duty to notice two parties, that disturbed her peace, and were even seve-
rally converted by Protestant Governments into instruments for her an-
noyance and oppression. The first is the party of the so-called Liberals,
or anti-Celibates ; a fraction that carries to the most violent excess the
principles of the old Febronians. Headed by Wessenberg, Alexander
Maller, Carové, and others, it prevails chiefly in Baden, Wartemberg
and Silesia. Distinguished for a strong semi-rationalistic tone in their
general doctrines, its members clamour for a German National Church,
witha mere nominal dependence on the Pope; they demand (doubtless
with the view of better diffusing their peculiar opinions) the celebration
of the liturgy, and the administration of the sacraments in the verna-
cular tongue; and insist with peculiar force on the abolition of the irk-
some law of celibacy. While in politics they profess an ardent liber-
alism, they are noted in ecclesiastical matters for their mean subservi-
ency to the State, which finds in them ready tools for the accom-
plishment of any clandestine or open act of tyranny agsinst that
Church, whereof they profess themselves members. In the earlier part of
the present century, when so many episcopal sees were vacant, when the
secular power ventured on so many encroachments upon ecclesiastical
jurisdiction, this party wrought much mischief, spread pernicious doc-
trines among the people, suppressed many practices of devotion, and
pot unfrequently set the example of a scandalous violation of their sa-
cred vows. Several of its members have gone over to Protestantism ;
others have been suspended for immoral conduct, or the profession of
false doctrines. It is remarkable that, as in former times, schismatics
generally ended by falling into heresy ; so in the present age, when, on
the Continent especially, heresy has little or no vitality, schism gene-
rally terminates in the profession of total unbelief. Such was the case
with the old constitutional ecclesiastics of France; such is the case
with their successors, the Abbé Chatel and his followers ; such, too, is
the case with the German clerical faction I am now describing ; and
examples still more melancholy might be adduced. Stigmatized by
episcopal authority, reprobated by the sounder portion of laics, unsup-
ported by a single writer of eminence, and combated, moreover, by
distinguished theologians, and, among others, by the subject of this
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memoir, this schismatical faction, though still powerful in the Grand
Duchy of Baden, is, in Wartemberg and elsewhere, rapldly sinking
into msngmﬁcance and before the day-.star which hath arisen above
the German horizon, these impure and turbulent mnovators. like birds
of night, will doubtless soon disappear.

But while this party was truckling to the state, in its iniquitous inva-
sion of ecclesiastical rights, and disturbing the Church by its endea-
vours to subvert an apostolic, and most salutary, and necessary ordi-
nance of discipline, another party arose, which attempted to form a de-
grading alliance with Rationalism. By adopting Luther’s fundamental
principle of private judgment, the late Dr. Hermes, a professor of Ca-
tholic theology at the university of Bonn, deemed he could better
succeed in undermining Luther’s theological doctrines. Like Descartes,
he proclaimed that methodical doubt was the only path to wisdom ;
but whereas the French philosopher had expressly limited this method
of doubt to scientific objects only, Hermes extended it to all the truths
of revelation, even the existence of God, the immortality of the soul,
and the distinction between right and wrong.

‘ This method of doubt,” says the celebrated Klee, “is the worst
system that can be devised. It is a sin against the object, which sus-
pended in its rights on our belief, is declared to have no existence for
us; it is a sin against the authority of Christ, of the apostles, and
the Church, whose existence and character are hereby called in ques-
tion—with whom we place our own private reason on a level, and
whom we summon to the bar of our own judgment ; it is a sin against
God, as we hereby destroy faith, which is God's work in man, and then
presume by our own energies to reconstruct it. It isa sin against the
subject, who is dragged from his state of faith, which is for him a want
and a duty per eminentiam, and transported into a state of scepticism,
from which the escape is to many a matter extremely arduous and pro-
blematical. To conjure up the demon of scepticism is no difficult
task; but to exorcise him again into his gloomy regions is a matter that
may baffle the art of the conjurer.”*

This radically false and vicious method naturally led the author into
many doctrinal errors more or less grievous, and which, as enumerated
by the sovereign pontiff in his bull of condemnation, regard the nature
of faith; the essence, the holiness, the justice,and the liberty of God ;
the ends which the Most High proposed to Himself in the creation ;
the proofs whereby the existence of God should be established ; reve-
lation ; the motives for belief; the Scriptures; the tradition and minis-

# See Klec's Dogmatik, vol. i. p. 344. Mainz, 1839,
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try of the Church, us the depository and judge of faith; the state of
our first parents ; original sin ; the faculties of fallen man; the neces-
sity and the distribution of Divine grace ; and the rewards of merit and
the infliction of punishments. .

These errors, and the method which led to them, were, after a long
and careful investigation, condemned by the Holy See. This system,
though it numbered among its partisans no inconsiderable portion of the,
Rhenish and Westphalian clergy, and was countenanced by Count von
Spiegel, the former archbishop of Cologne, found not many supporters
among the laity, and was not upheld by any theologian of eminent
talent. Had this system, however, been broached forty years ago,
when the ecclesiastical disorganization was so great, when the Kanti-
an philosophy exerted such sway over the public mind, and before
the great regeneration of religious life and of theological science had
taken place in Catholic Germany, the results would have been far more
fatal. Thanks to the decision of the Holy See, and the firmness of
Count von Droste, archbishop of Cologne, as well as his present able
coadjutor, these pernicious doctrines, which caused some young men to
make a shipwreck of the faith, have sunk into utter discredit. Many,
on the other hand, who had innocently imbibed these opinions, have
bowed to the sentence of the sovereign pontiff, and recanted ; others
(and they constitute the smaller number) have been abashed into
silence ; not a single work, or even pamphlet, has for the last two years
been put forth in behalf of the system ; the stronghold of the party, the
University of Bonn—has lately been cleared of those professors who
were its most obstinate defenders, and the error may be considered as
all but defunct. In conclusion, it is necessary to say a few words on
the relation which the literature of the present age has borne to the
Catholic Church ; and here the task is far more pleasing than when I
had to trace the destructive consequences of the alliance between Ra-
tionalism and the literature of the eighteenth century.

The illustrious Count Stolberg, at the commencement of the present
age, gave the first impulse to Catholic literature, and commenced that
series of eminent writers, who have since adorned Catholic Germany.
Deeply imbued with the spirit of Hellenic antiquity, Stolberg had in his
youth published spirited translations from some of the old Greek drama-
tists,—while his own lyrical poems breathed a noble, chivalric spirit.
After his conversion to the Catholic Church, he consecrated his genius
to her exclusive service; and certainly no man ever rendered his clas-
sical acquirements more serviceable to the cause of Christianity. His
great work, the History of the Christian Religion, from the origin of
the world down to the fifth century, is written with considerable learn-
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ing, great elegance of diction, brilliancy of fancy, and much amenity
of feeling. Indeed the work may be called a noble epos of history,
where the narrative is from time to time intermingled with lyrical
effusions of the author’s own pure and exalted feelings. At the same
time arose the romantic school. The object of this school, established
by the two Schlegels, Novalis, and Tieck, was, as is well known, to
revive a love for Christian art and literature, and to explain the prin-
ciples whercon they are founded. The founders of this school were
at first, indeed, exclusively Protestant, and their aim, apparently, was
purely @sthetic; yet were their labours most useful in dispelling many
prejudices of their fellow-religionists, and in pointing out the ennobling
influences of Catholicity on the human mind. Nor is it true, as has some-
times been asserted, that a mere literary dilettantism, and no earnest reli-
gious thoughts, were at the bottom of this remarkable intellectual move-
ment. The great poet, Tieck, was so earnest in the matter, as to induce
his wife to become Catholic ; and she and her daughter are pious mem-
bers of our church. And that the great writer himself never took the step
he had recommended, is only a proof of that sad discrepancy between the
intelligence and the will, which is one of the melancholy consequences
of the fall. The eminent piety of Novalis, and his attachment to the
Catholic Church, breathe through all his writings ; and those possessing
the best opportunities of forming an opinion, declare,* that but for his
untimely death, he would have sought a refuge in that Church which is
the native home of all lofty intelligences, as well as the asylum of all
bruised hearts. His illustrious friend, Frederic Schlegel, the deepest
thinker of all, embraced at a mature period of life the Catholic faith ;
and the sincerity of that conversion, as well as the piety which subse-
quently characterized him, was proved, in a memoir I published several
years ago, to the satisfaction of my English Protestant critics. Several
of his disciples, like Adam Maller, Baron d’Eckstein, and othcrs, were
led, partly by ssthetic studies, partly by historical researches and philo-
sophic speculations, to follow the noble example which Schlegel had
set. “As the avenues that led to the old Egyptian tcmples, were bor-
dered on either side by representations of the mysterious’ sphinx, so it
was through a mystical art, poetry and philosophy, many spirits were
thén conducted to the sanctuary of the true Church> I am, however,
far from pretending to assert, that all the followers of the romantic

® A friend of mine, a distinguished German writer, who saw the private corre.
"spondence that once passcd between Novalis and Frederic Schlegel, has assured me
that in that correspondence, the Catholic scntiments of the former are still more
clearly evinced than in his published writings.
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school were equally earnest, or that the admiration professed by many
among them for the Catholic Church, went beyond a mere enthusiasm
for the music of Pergolesi, the paintings of Raphael, and the poetry of
Dante.

The heathenish fanaticism which Goethe had called up, and which
was exercising such destructive sway, Frederic Schlegel opposed by a
noble Christian enthusiasm. This was the aim of all his labours—this
was the task of his life, and which he so gloriously accomplished. And
whether we behold him pouring forth the religious effusions of his earn-
est, reflective muse ; or displaying in comparative philology his ad-
mirable analytic skill ; or unfolding with such marvellous depth the
peculiar genius of ancient and modern literatures ; or tracing on the
map of the world’s history, the workings of God’s providential dispensa-
tions ; or throwing out in metaphysics his rapid, searching, intuitive
perceptions ; or, before an audience of celebrated painters, like Scho-
dow, Veit, Cornelius, and Overbeck, revealing the fountains of artistic
inspiration,—we are lost in wonder at a mind of such depth and uni.
versality. It is no exaggeration to say, that the whole modern art,
literature, and science of Catholic Germany, sprang, kindled up by the
fire which this Promethean spirit stole from heaven.

Of the genius of Novalis, who was cut off at the premature age of
twenty-nine, it is impossible to speak with the same confidence; but it
may be asserted, that if inferior to his illustrious friend in solidity of
judgment, he was endowed with nearly the same depth of understand-
- ing, and with even higher poectical imagination. His writings in prose
and in poetry exhibit a mind instinctively Catholic, wrestling with the
prejudices imbibed from a *Protestant education. Ilis tender piety,
which among other things frequently exhibited itself in an extraordi-
nary devotion to the glorious Mother of God, unique, perhaps, among
Protestant writers, stamped on all his poetical conceptions a character
of indescribable purity. And had his brilliant career not been so
speedily terminated, he would, under the patronage of that powerful
advocate, have in all probability reached the temple, after which he
bad so fondly yearned. Asin the cloudless atmosphere of the south,
the stars of heaven shine with greater effulgence, so those lights of hu-
man existence—love, friendship, patriotism—that beam along the im-
mortal verse of Novalis, receive, as it were, a more magical glow from
the exquisite purity of his devotional feelings.

The genius of Gérres exhibits the same wondrous combination of
deep, comprehensive understanding and lofty imagination, though not
in the same beautiful harmony as we find developed in Frederic Schle-
gel, and as, in an immature state, was perceptible in Novalis. This
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combination is the rare privilege of the most favoured sons of genius;
and when, as in the case of Gorres, it is consecrated to the service of
truth, it becomes indeed the most potent instrument of good. Gdrres,
who devoted his energetic youth and manhood chiefly to political and
historical literature, wherein he combated at once the absolutists of de-
mocracy and the revolutionists of absolutism, has in the evening of life
gone into the sanctuary of the mystic theology ; as, after the fatigues
and agitations of the day, men love to retire into the secret oratory.

The other great thinkers of Catholic Germany, like Molitor, Windisch-
mann, Ganther, and others, have in the several departments of Jewish
traditions, Oriental philosophy, and speculative theology, displayed
great extent of erudition and depth of understanding, and rendered emi-
nent services to the Church.

In this rapid survey I can notice only the most celebrated men in the
most important departments ; but it may be asserted, without fear of
contradiction, that in almost every branch of literature and sciences
Catholic Germany has in our times produced most distinguished men,
and has nobly redeemed herself from the reproach of intellectual sloth,
that once deservedly attached to her.

The historical school, founded by the eminent Protestant John von
Maller, and continued by the Protestants Voight, Leo, and Hurter, is
more or less distinguished for impartiality, extensive research, and a
noble appreciation of the social influence of the Catholic Church.
"This school, when we look to its general tone and spirit, particularly in
its most distinguished ornament, Hurter, belongs certainly more to
Catholic than to Protestant literature. And certainly in no department
bave German learning. genius, and rectitude, shone to greater advan-
tage, or been attended with more beneficial results.

If the department of special history has not been cultivated by the
Catholic party with such brilliant success as by the Protestant, the for-
mer, on the other hand, has produced the most celebrated men in pub-
lic and constitutional law ; and, among these, Haller, Adam Maller,
Jarcke, and Phillips, hold the most conspicuous place.

Yet theology, the queen of sciences, was still unrepresented in the
high circles of intelligence. In the last century the Jesuit Stattler,*
and the Augustinian Klapfel, and in the present age, Zimmer, Dob-
mayer, Bishop Sailer, Liebermann, and Breuner, had treated dogmatic
theology with remarkable acuteness and learning, and some of them
with great taste and elegance of diction, and clearness of method. But

® In the theology of Stattler, however, there were a few erroneous propositions,
that were censured by the Holy See.
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v high creative spirit was still wanting. Divine Providence took com.
passion on that afflicted German Church, and at the right moment sent
her the aid she most needed. It was in the beautiful province of Swa.
bia that (through the whole Middle Age, and down to recent times, has
ever furnished Church and State, art and science, with the most dis-
tinguished men) this great luminary arose; and this leads me to the
great subject of my biography.

Joun Apax Moenrer was born the 8th of May, 1796, at Igersheim,
near Mergentheim, on the confines of Franconia and Swabia, about
twenty miles from Warzburg. His father, who was a substantial inne
keeper of the place, resolved to give his son the benefit of a liberal edu-
cation.

In his twelfth year, Mochler began to attend the Gymmasium at
Mergentheim, a town two miles distant from the place of his birth, and
every evening he was obliged to return home. During his four years’
attendance at this school, he was distinguisbed as well for a peculiar
gentleness of disposition, and blameless conduct, as for bis diligence and
love of study. Yet his mental powers were but of slow development,
and gave no earnest of the intellectual eminence he was destined one
day to reach. In most branches of study he was surpassed by some of
his fellow-students ; although the strong predilection for history, which
he evinced even at this early period, and the keen interest he took in
the events of the day, are well worthy of attention. Such a love for
historic lore wasalso a characteristic trait in the boyhood of Gibbon.

It was Moehler’s happiness to receive a religious education from his
virtuous parents ; for in Germany, more than in any other country, the
task of education, in the strict sense of the word, devolves on parents
far more than on the heads and teachers of schools. Under the modern
system of Gymnasial instruction, which for the last fifty or sixty years
has there prevailed, the students of all the schools, whether elementary,
commercial, or Latin, are mere day-scholars, who after the prescribed
hours of study must return to the paternal roof. With the exception
of the catechetical instruction, which in many parts of Catholic Ger-
many is now most solid and excellent, and with exception of the fixed
hours for attendance at mass, and the frequentation of the sacraments,
the moral training of the pupil, the culture of his religious feelings, and
‘the superintendence of his moral conduct, devolve on his parent or
guardian. The defects of this system, in most instances, are obvious,
and are deeply deplored by the most eminent Catholics of Germany,

\
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Yet it cannot be denied that where, as in the case of the subject of this
memoir, the parents are very religious, it may be attended with ad-
vantages.

Mo:hler had the misfortunc to lose his mother very early, and his
father, though a most worthy and excellent man, treated him with a
certain degree of harshness, On his return from school, he would
sometimes conpel him to perform the household duties, and, during the
vacations, to labour in the field. On one occasion a friend of his
youthful days came to his house, and saw him pouring out wine for his
father’s customers, while on the table lay a grammar, which at every
spare interval he would take up and study.

Alter attending the Gymnasium of Mergentheim for four years,
Mochler repaired, in 1814, to the Lyceum, in the Swabian city of
Ellwangen, in order to prepare for the study of theology. After re-
maining there some time, he began to entertain serious doubts whether
he were equal to the discharge of the arduous and awful duties of the
priesthood, and already revolved in his mind the project of embracing
another of the learned professions. For this end the consent of his
father was to be obtained ; and the conduct of that father on this occa.
sion, harsh and injudicious as it undoubtedly was, and perilous as it
might have been, was, under the mysterious guidance of Providence,
the means of giving a great teacher to the Church, and a most edify-
ing ministet to her altars. On his son’s soliciting his approbation and
support in a new professional career, the father replied, that the most
fervent wish of his heart was to see his son a worthy Catholic priest ;
but that if he felt not a call from heaven to that state, he might give up
his studies and return to the parcntal roof, where he would meet with
kindness, and find occupation. “ But,” said he, * as regards any other
of the liberal professions, I can never give my consent to your embrac-
ing one of them.” When subsequently censured for his conduct, the
father replied to a friend, “I could not possibly see my son take to the
study of the law, for I have sccn so many young men at the universi-
ties make a shipwreck of their faith, and lose the heritage of eternal
life.” When we consider the state of the German universities at that
period, the pernicious doctrines which were then inculcated from so
mauy professional chairs, the unbelief and immorality of so many of the
students, we may well understand the apprehensions of this honcst and
simple-minded* man, however we may feel disposed to condemn his
severity.

But Moehler, whose talents by this time were quickly and vigorously
developing, felt an irrcsistible attraction to learned pursuits, and, after
some consideration, he returned to the study of theology. In the fol-
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lowing year he repaired to the University of Tabingen, whete the theo .
logical faculty numbered among its members distinguished professors
like Drey, Herbst, and Hirscher. Here he entered the ecclesiastical
seminary, and after passing four years in the study of divinity, under
the guidance of these distinguished masters, he was ordained priest on
the 18th of September, 1819, and thus reached the term of all his la«
bours, and obtained the most ardent desire of his heart.

The first fruits of sacerdotal grage he wished to offer up to God by
devoting himself to the pastoral ministry, and accordingly, in the fols
lowing year, he officiated as assistant vicar in the successive parishes
of Walderstadt and Reidlingen, in Wartemberg.

I shall here take the liberty of citing the testimony, so honourable to
both parties, which his principal in the lastsnamed parish, the now canon
Strobele, has given respecting the life and ministry of the subject of
this memoir, during the period in question. “ His pastoral career was
characterized by such an amiable, modest, and, in every respect worthy,
deportment, joined to such holy earnestness in all his functions and in-
tercourse with men, that he won in an eminent degree the love and
veneration of the whole congregation, and especially of the young
scholars, whom he had to catechize. His style of preaching, simple
and fceling, addressed itself more particularly to the hearts of his
hearers, and thus atoned for defects in delivery. The inhabitants of
Riedlingen boasted of their vicar, whose name even now is mentioned
among them with love and respect. The half-vear which he spent by
my side, was to my friend, the then chaplain Ehinger, and myself, &
period of cordial mutual co.operation. But even then his desire, I
might almost say his destination, for learned pursuits, was so decided,
that every hour he could devote to them was precious to him ; and there+
fore the official writing which, as my assistant in the rural deanery,
he was obliged to go through, he felt as an irksome duty. To lighten
this burden as much as possible, my {riend Ehinger and myself under.
took a portion of his task, and said to him in jest, that we expected he
would give us in return some fruits of his learned labours: 1 must here
make mention of a visit, which at this time the venerable and celes
brated Bishop Sailer honoured me with. Moehler made on the mind
of this prelate a deep impression; and the manner in which he fixed
his eyes on him, threw our modest vicar into great embarrassment. This
amiable bishop made particular inquiries respecting this interesting young
man, as be termed him, and testified the great hopes he entertained of
him, which the latter afterwards so well justified. That, moreoves,
Mochler’s way of thinking had not then the same turn, which it after.
wards took, i8 notorious ; and I well remember that on weeing some



64 MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

essays he had delivered at several ecclesiastical conferences, the vene
rable and learncd curate Haass expressed with apprehension a hope,
that this young man, for whom he entertained such sincere affection,
might regain the path of strict orthodoxy ; and the old curate Bertsch
once said on a similar occasion ¢ “ Well, well, it is allowable for such a
learned young man to believe a little differently from us old men; but
he will later recur to our way of thinking.”—Kuhn, Biography in the
Quarterly Theological Review of Tubingen, p. 578, 580.

The pernicious influence that the Neologists had excrted over public
opinion in Southern Germany, particularly in Baden and Wartemberg,
1 have already described. The theological faculty in the university of
Tiabingen, at which Moehler had studied, was, to a certain extent, and
in some of its professors, infected with those doctrines ; and even Hir
scher, who bas since become so eminent a divine, then gave in to many
of those false opinions. It was not to be expected that a young man,
like Moehler, should have escaped totally free from the contagion of
doctrines, often put forth with seductive eloquence and learning, and
then held by so many fellow-students, and the majority of the Swabian
clergy. “The Church,” says his friend Professor Ruhn, *had not
yet won all the affections of his heart, and the objects of his enthusiasm
lay, in part, beyond her circle : his views did not entirely harmonise
with all her doctrines, nor agree with all her disciplinary institutions.
Yet, from the outset of his career he was a conscientious priest, and
preserved intact the sanctity of the sacerdotal character, and most as-
suredly he was devoid of all perfidy towards the Church, whose minister
he had become.”— Tubinger Quartal-Schrift, p. 580, 1838.

His passion for learning was too irresistible to keep him long aloof
from the university life. After passing a year in the pastoral office, he
returned on the 31st October, 1820, to the University of Tibingen,
where he was soon nominated to the place of tutor in the Gymnbasial
Institute, connected with the Convictorium, or ecclesiastical seminary
of that town. During the two years he filled this place, be devoted
himself with uncommon ardour and astonishing success to the study of
the ancient classics, particularly the Greek philosophers and historians.
The study of these ancient masters of human eloquence and specula-
tion, brought out and developed all those faculties, wherewith nature
had so richly endowed him. In this school he acquired that delicacy
of taste~—that solidity of judgment—that vigour and dexterity of ratio-
cination—that clearness and precision of language, which afterwards
so eminently characterized him. The insight, too, which he hereby
obtained into the nature of Paganism, as well as the acquaintance he
formed with the various systems of ancient philosophy, was of the
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greatest service to the future speculative divine, and learned Church-
historian. And in allusion to the importance of these preparatory studies
for his subsequent career, Moehler used to speak jestingly “of the times
when he lived in heathenisnr.”

So strong was his love for ancient literature, that in 1822 he drew
up a petition to the Wartemberg government, soliciting the nomination
to a place, that had just become vacant in the philological faculty.
And there is no doubt, that had he pursued this career, he would have
reached the highest eminence. But Providence had reserved far higher
destinies for him. While he was on the point of forwarding this peti-
tion to the government, the theological faculty, that had long observed
his great talents, transmitted to him, with unauimous consent, a written
invitation to accept the place of private teacher in theology—a place
which is always sure in time to conduct to a professorship. Moehler
hesitated not a moment—gave up his cherished plan—accepted the
offer that had been so graciously made him, and thus became bound
by new and more intimate ties to the interests of the Church.

His appointment to this place was, on the 22nd of September 1822,
confirmed by the government, which at the same time furnished him
with pecuniary means for undertaking a great literary journey through
Nosthern and Southern Germany, in order that by visiting the most
celebrated seats of learning, and conversing with distinguished profes-
sors. he might the better qualify himself for the important office he was
about to enter on.

He began his journey in the autumn of 1822, and visited succes-
sively the universities of Jena, Leipzig, Halle, Berlin, Gottingen ; and
on his return visited those of Prague, Vienna, and Landshut. The
conversation and literary advice of so many distinguished scholars and
theologians, whether Catholic or Protestant, whom he met with on his
Jjourney, were, doubtless, of the greatest service to the future develop-
ment of his mind ; and there was one individual, in particular, from
whom Moehler received lasting benefit. The celebrated Plank, Pro-
testant professor of theology at Gottingen, had been the first to revive
~—I had better, perhaps, have said introduce—the study of the fathers
in Protestant Germany. By his profound study of Christian antiquity,
he had been led to approximate very closely to the doctrines of the
Catholic Church; and it was said that more than one member of his
family evinced no little inclination to embrace its faith. With Plank,
Moehler held much conversation on the subject of the fathers, and of
Church-history ; and the result was, that several Neological opinions,
which the latter had imbibed in the school of Tabingen, were dispelled
by this learned and enlightened Protestant. Plank urged him also to

[
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prosecute with diligence the study of the fatbers ;~—a study which, in
the school of Hermes, and in that of the Wartemberg and Baden Neolos
gists, had been, from their strong leaning to heretical and semi-ratio
nalistic opinions, as well as from a conceited contempt for all former
ages, grossly neglected. .

The nearer insight into the essence of Rationalism, which, from his
visit to Protestant Germany, Moebler had obtaincd=~the perception of
the dreadful moral ravages it had occasioned—its dry and heartless
worship—its churches vacant, even during the sermons of the most
celebrated preachers—the unbelief that bad spread from the upper to
the lower classes of society—the sight of all these evils, I say, tended
heartily to disgust the subject of this memoir with all these sickly off-
shoots of Rationalism, that the Swabian innovators were endeavouring
by degrees to engraft on the Catholic Church.

On his return to Tubingen, Moehler took Warzburg in his way, and
called on his friend Dr. Benkert, then rector of the seminary, and who
has since succeeded him in the deanery of that city. Dr. Benkert af-
firms, that he found Moehler vastly improved by this journey, and a
more decided Catholic tone pervading all his theological views,

Having arrived at Tabingen in the summer of 1823, Moehler opened
his theological course with lectures on Church-history, and occasionally
on canon-law. Here he devoted himself with his characteristic ardour
and untiring perseverance to the study of the fathers, and of ecclesiase
tical history. The first fruit of his labours was the work entited
4 Unity in the Church, or the Principle of Catholicism,” 18256. This
work is now out of print, nor have I been able anywhere to procure a
copy of it. * In this book,” says one of his biographers, * there was
much which in his riper years he no longer approved of, yet it must ever
be regarded as a noble proof of his originality of mind, as well as of
the depth of his feelings, and gave earnest of his future eminence in
theological literature. The reputation which it soon acquired for the
author, induced the Baden government to make him the following year
the offer of a theological chair at the University of Freyburg in Breisgau.
This honourable offer Moehler declined; but was thereupon immedi-
ately raised to the dignity of professor extraordinary at his own
university.

In the year 1827, a more important work, entitled * Athanasius the
Great, or the Church of his time in her struggle with Arianism,” tended
vastly to extend Moehler's reputation. There were many reasons,
which induced him to make the Arian controversy, and the illustrious
saint who played so salutary and glorious a part in that religious dis.
pute, the subject of special inveéstigation and description. Now, as in
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the age of Constantius, the cardinal mystery of Christianity, that the
elder Protestantism, in its destructive mar¢h, had yet respected, was
assailed with a subtlety and a violence, that even Arianism itself had
never displayed. Those rationalizing views of the whole system of
Christianity, but timidly put forth by the heretics of the fourth century,
were developed and proclaimed with an unblushing effrontery and a
recklessness of impiety, that would have startled and shocked the ex»
tremest Arian. Now, as in the former period, lukewarmness and
timidity, not to say cowardice, characterised a great proportion of
Catholics ; while the oppression of the German Church by the secular
power, if less open and violent than in the age of the son of Censtan.
tine, was far more insidious, refined, and systematic. And what more
glorious model could be presented to many of the degenerate Church-
men of Germany, than that illustrious saint, who combines in himsel
the characters of the learned and profound theologian, the prudent and
indefatigable prelate, the holy ascetic, and the intrepid confessor?

The work is divided into six books. In the first we find a very clear,
learned, and elaborate dissertation on the doctrine of the ante-Nicene
fathers, respecting the divinity of out Lord, snd the Trinity in
generah

The following five books are taken up with the public history of St.
Athanasius, with a copious analysis of his various works against the
heathens, the Arians, and the Apollinarists, and with a very full ac.
count of the Arian hercsy, from its rise, down to the death of St.
Athanasius, in the year 373.

The author, by giving copious extracts from contemporary histo-
rians, and also from the letters of St. Athanasius and the other de.
fenders of the Catholic cause, as well as from those of theit Arian
opponents, completely transports us into the age he describes. It is,
however, to be regretted, that the narrative of events is too often inter-
rupted by doctrinal dissertations, and analytic expositions of writings;
and this defect renders the perusal of this valuable work sometimes
irksome.

All the personages, who took part in this mighty conflict, ate por-
trayed with much truth, life, and interest. In the hostile camp, we find
the false-hearted, double-tongued Arius—the crafty Eusebius of Nico.
media—~tbe hypocritical Valens and Ursacius—the audacious Aé&tius-=—
the weak and tyrannical Emperor Co nstantius—and, lastly, the pagan
enthusiast, Julian, who hangs over the Church like a dark, beding, but,
happily, passing, thunder-cloud. On the side of the combatants for
truth, the firmness of Pope Julius—the noble-minded character of his
waccessor, Liberius—the intrepid fortitude of the venerable Osius—the
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burning zeal of Marcellus of Ancyra—the high courage, but harsh and
intemperate zeal of Lucifer of Cagliari—the genius, the eloquence, the
mild virtues, and unshaken constancy, of Hilary of Poictiers—and,
lastly, the lofty genius and majestic character of the great Athanasius,
alternately challenge our admiration, and enlist our sympathy.

Much as all Catholics are taught, from childhood, to revere the
character of this great confessor, yet none can rise from the perusal of
Moehler’s work, without feeling increased admiration for his genius,
and increased love and veneration for his virtues. In the writings of
Athanasius, what marvellous acuteness of dialectic, what prodigious
depth of observation, do we discover l—what intuitive insight into the
mind of Scripture'!—what dexterity in the application of its texts!—
what knowledge in the tradition of the fathers, and what instinctive
adberence to the spirit of the Church! In his life, what magnanimous
intrepidity in the defence of truth !—what unwearied perseverance in
the path of duty !—what unbroken constancy under persecution |—
what presence of mind in the face of danger!—what sagacious insight
into the wiles and machinations of heretics I—what generosity towards
his enemies! How temperate, too, is his zeal, and what a spirit of cen-
ciliation, where compromise is possnble, and where concession is safe
What activity and what wisdom in the government of his vast patri--
archate! Watch him through all the phases of his various destinies!
See him now surrounded by the love and sympathy of his Alexandrians
—now confronting hostile synods—now undertaking long and perilous
journeys, to defend his character from calumny, and to unmask before
the head of the Church the arts of heresy—now fearlessly proclaiming
the truth at the court of the tyrannical Constantius—-and now banished,
time after time, from his diocese, his country, his friends; encom-
passed by perils from false bretbren, perils from the sea, perils from the
wilderness ; and, while surrounded by the lions of the Lybian desert,
writing those immortal letters and treatises, where he consoles the per-
secuted sons of the Church, confirms her wavering members, and
refutes the elated heretics ;—productions that to the end of time will be
the solace and the glory of the Church !

Behold him now, at the close of his glorious career, after forty years’
incessant toil, hardship, and suffering ; with a frame unbent, and a mind
unsubdued by age, sfill ready to fight new battles for the Lord : spared
by Heaven to see the great adversary he had so long combated—the
adversary of Christ—the monster Arianism—gasping and bleeding
from his death-wound. Behold the veteran warrior now honoured by
that degenerate court, which had so long persecuted him—consoled by
the respeet and sympathy of the Christian world—consulted on all
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important affairs by the diguitaries of the Church, near or remotc—
and nerving the courage, and directing the counsels, of that young,
hopeful band of Christ’s soldiers—the Basils, the Nazianzens, and tho
Nyssas, who were destined to follow up the victory he had achieved,
and annihilate the great antagonist of the Church.

But Athanasius attained to this great authority ¢n the Church, only
because he had been most obedient and most faithful to the authority
of the Church. It was not by his personal genius, learning, and sanc-
tity alone, that he obtained such a prodigious ascendancy over the
minds of his contemporaries, but also by the weight he derived from
the sanction of the Church and its visible head.

What a glorious part doth not the holy Roman See act in this Arian
contest ! While orthodox prelates are driven from their sees; while
some quail before triumphant heresy, and others are incautiously en-
trapped into the acceptance of ambiguous formularies ; while the faith-
ful are distracted by the conflicting decisions of hostile synods, and
doctrine is undermined, and discipline subverted, by intruded heretical
bishops, the Roman pontiffs ever uphold the authority of the Nicene
Council, quash the decrees of heretical provincial synods, restore to
their churches the banished prelates, condemn their adversaries, every-
where enforce canonical discipline, and sometimes overawe the hostile
potentates of the earth.*

® The inerrancy of the Holy See during this dreadful contest, which witncesed
the confusion, or the fall, of so many other Christian Churches, is an historical fact
that has excited the admiration of enlightened Protestants themsclves.  The history
of the great ecclesiastical disputes of this period,” says Engelhardt, 2 German
Protestant Church historian of our day, * will show how much the authority of the
Boman See increased from the circumstance, that its bishops, almost without ex.
ception, upheld with undeviating perseverance their doctrinal views, and that thcse
views ever bore off the final victory.”* An elegant writer in the British Critic, after
asserting ** that Rome was the only apostolical see in the west, and thereby had a
patural claim to the homage of those which were less distinguished,” proeeeds to
sy, “ that ¢his pre-eminence was Aeightened by her inflexible orthodozy amid the
doctrinal controversies in which the eastern sees had successively erved, and by the
office of arbitrator and reforee, which she held amid their rivalries and quarrels.”—
British Critic, No. Lvii.  April, 1841, p. 396.

Very many ages before the two Protestant writers made the remarks cited in the
text, the Emperor Justinian said, ¢ the bishops of ancient Rome having in all things
followed the apostolic tradition, have never disagreed among themselves, but down
to our days have preserved the sound and true doctrine.” * Oi yep mesic 7ac
wperforigac "Piuns 71 ameronmy N2 warrey dencwdirarre wussdiou oudizers weic
danirovs dnporneay, dArd Tay Sgdur xai danduviv uexel edueger dmgirafay difw —
Adv. Monophys. in Mai. tom. vii. par. i. p. 304.

@ Engelhardt Kirchen-Geschichte, vol. i. p. 312.
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The approbation which this work universally received—the spirit
of zealous orthodoxy that pervaded its pages—the immense patristic
and historical learning it displayed—end the original and profound
views with which it abounded, drew more and more the attention of
Protestant as well as Catholic Germany towards its illustrious author.

He now began to deliver lectures on the doctrinal differences be-
tween Catholics and Protestants. The errors of his time, as I before
observed—the struggles the Catholic Church had to encounter, and the
oppression she had to endure, by rendering her position very analogous
to her state in the age of the great Athanasius, had first induced
Moehler to compose the work that has just been described. But now
he resolved to grapple more closely and directly with the errors of his
age. Judging that the most effectual method to bring about the returm
of our erring brethren to the Catholic Church, as well as to awaken
many Catholics themselves from their state of torpor, was to set forth
with accuracy the paints of doctrine which divide the Churches, e
commenced a thorough investigation into the public formularies of the
various Protestant communities, as well as the private writings of the
Reformers, and their most eminent disciples. This was a field which
had been but partially tilled by preceding labourers, and which offered
much to reward the industry of a new cultivator. The course of lec-
tures which, in the year 1828, Moehler opened on this important sub-
ject, soon attracted a crowded auditory ; and every year they were
received by the students with increasing interest and attention. The
fame of these lectures getting abroad, the Prussian government made
to Moehler the offer of a theological professorship at the University of
Breslau in Silesia—an offer which he immediately declined. The
Wirtemberg government now nominated him professor ordinary of
theology at the University of Tobingen—a nomination that was con-

Before Justinian, the great 8t. Leo had spoken of those privileged bishops, his pre-
decessors, * who for so many ages, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, had been
preserved from the defilements of heresy.” * Quos per tot secula docente Spirite
Sancto nulls heresis violavit.”—Serm. xc. viii. ¢. iii.

And long before St. Leo, the great tcacher and martyr of the third century, St.
Cyprian, had extolled that Roman Church, * which was inaccessible to false faith.”
‘* Ad quos (Romanus) perfidia habere non potest sum."—Ep. lv.

The fall, real or pretended, of Pope hbenm, forms no exception from the truth
of these remarks. In the first place, from the silence of many contemporary his.
torians, the lapes of this pontiffis doubtful. Secondly, it is very generally agreed, that
the formulary he is said to have subscribed, was susceptible of a Catholic interpreta-
tion. Thirdly, he was under personal restraint; and consequently, as Cardinal Orm
observes, he could not in that state be considered the argan and representative
of his See.
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firmed by the theological faculty, which, at the same time, conferred
on him the honour of doctor of divinity.

At length, in the year 1832, the great work, whose fame the public
bad long anticipated, issued from the press, under the title, “ Symbol-
ism, or Exposition of the Doctrinal Differences between Catholics and
Protestants, as evidenced by their Symbolical Writings.” The sensation
it produced throughout all Germany, Protestants as well as Catholic,
was prodigious ; perhaps unparalleled in the history of modern theolo-
gical literature. Hailed by Catholics with joy and exultation, its
transcendant merits were openly acknowledged by the most eminent
and estimable Protestants. The celebrated Protestant theologian and
philosopher, Schleiemracher, declared it to be the severest blow ever
given to Protestantism. Another very distinguished Protestant pro-
fessor of philosophy at Bonn, candidly confessed, that none of the
Protestant replies at all came up to it in force of reasoning.

“ Germany,” says a French journal of high merit, ¢ so parcelled out
into different states, so divided in religious belief—Germany, where
opinion is not centralized in a single city, but where the taste of Vienna
is checked by the critics of Géottingen, Munich, or Berlin,—~Germany
with one voice extols the merits of Moehler's ¢ Symbolism.’ ”—L’ Uni-

versité Catholigue, p. 75, vol. xi.

- That this testimony is not exaggerated, the rapid sale of the work
will show ; for in the course of six years it passed through five editions,
each consisting of from three to four thousand copies, which were
nearly as much sought for in Protestant as in Catholic Germany. It
was adopted by several universities as a text-book, was translated into
Latin and Italian by the papal nuncio of Switzerland, and into French
by M. Lachat.

The same French critic, as was before observed, termed the Symbol-
ism “an indispensable complement to Bossuet’s immortal History of
the Variations.”* This has suggested to me a parallel between the
two works. Looking to the plan and the matter of the two books,
I may call the work of the illustrious French prelate a more external—
that of the German theologian, a more internal, history of Protestantism.
In the first place, the bishop of Meaux points out with admirable skill
the endless variations and inconsistencies of Protestantism; so does
the German professor ; yet the inconsistencies and variations, which,
in the pages of the former, appear isolated, unconnected, accidental
phenomena, the latter shows to be bound by the ties of & necessary,
though secret, connexion. In a word, Moehler, not content with
proving the many mutations and self-contradictions of Protestantism,

® L'Université Catholique, tom. il. p. 75.
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and its repugnance to reason and revelation, sets forth its consistency
also—I mean the filiation of its doctrine, and the concatenation of its
errors. Secondly, the French prelate confines his attention to the two
leading sects of the Reformation—the Lutheran and the Calvinistic,
and expressly informs us in the preface to his work, that his intention
is “not to speak of the Socinians, nor of the several communities of
Anabaptists, nor of so many different sects, which in England and
elsewhere have sprung up in the bosom of the Reformation ;” a reso-
lution, that was the more to be regretted, as the description of these
sects would not only have lent a fresh charm to his historic narrative,
but have vastly increased the weight, and extended the compass, of his
argument. And that sagacious mind, which, in the funeral oration on
Queen Henrietta, had cast such an intuitive glance into the history
of our domestic troubles, would, doubtless, have given an admirable
portraiture of the various and multitudinous sects of the Cromwellian
era. Yet we must remember that, in the course of his work, Bossuet
had more particularly in view the Calvinists of his own country. This
void is supplied in the Symbolism, where the history and the dogmas
of the minor sects of Protestantism are fully analysed and described :
a portion of the work, which is certainly not the least important, and, to
the English reader, perhaps the most interesting and attractive.
Thirdly, Bossuet, who lived at a period when Protestantism had just
entered on the second stage of its existence, not only with the most
masterly skill traced its progressive development, from its birth down
to his own days, but foretold the course of its future destinies.

From his lofty eyrie, the eagle of Meaux beheld the whole coming
history of Protestantism ; he snuffed from afar the tempestuous clouds
of irreligion, that were to spring from its already agitated waters, and
the whirlwind of impiety that was to convulse Christianity to its
centre.*

+ In an immortal passage of the Variations, Bossuet has recorded the moral and
social evils, which the Reformation, up to his own day, had already brought forth,
and the still greater ones wherewith it was pregnant. After noticing the prophetic
words of Melancthon, * Good God! what tragedies will posterity witness, if one day
men shall begin to stir thoso questions, whether the Word, whether the Holy Ghoet,
be a person,” the eloquent prelate exclaims : * On commenga de son temps A remuer
©cs matidres : mais il jugea bien, que cc n'était encore qu'un faible commencement
car il voyuit les esprits s'enhardir insensiblement contre les doctrines établiee, et
contre l'autorité des décisions ecclésiastiques. Que servit.ce #'il avoi vu lcs autres
suites pernicieuses des doutes, que la Réforme avoite exités? tout I'ordre de la disci.
pline renversé publiquement par les uns, et I'indépendance établie, c'est-a-dire sous
un nom spécieux et qui flatte la liberté, I'anarchie avec tous ses maux; la puissance
spirituelle mise par les autres entre les mains des princes; le doctrine Chrétienne
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Moehler, on the other hand, cannot be said to bring the history
of the Reformation down to his own times; for with the excep-
tion of the Herrnhutters, the Methodists, and the Swedenborgians, the
sects whose doctrines he has examined were not posterior to the age of
Bossuet. The new and prodigious forms, which, within the last sixty
years, Protestantism, in Germany especially, has assumed, the doctrines
of Rationalism and Pietism, that, as the reader has already seen, have
quite superseded those of the elder Protestantism, are, as was before
stated, for the reasons assigned in the work itself, left unnoticed by the
author of the Symbolism. It may at first sight appear singular, that
a work which has excited so prodigious a sensation throughout Ger-
many, which has been read by Protestants as well as Catholics, with
an avidity that proves it responded to a want generally felt, should
have left untouched the existing forms of Protestantism, and been ex-
clusively engaged with the refutation of those antiquated doctrines
that, though in certain Protestant countries they may still retain some
influence and authority, can count in Protestant Germany but a small
number of adherents. How is this fact to be accounted for? I must
observe that, although the Symbolism abstains from investigating
the modern systems of Protestantism, yet it presupposes through-
out their existence ; and the work itself could never have appeared, if
Protestantism had not attained its ultimate term of development. The
present forms of Protestantism, moreover, being only a necessary de-
velopment of its earlier errors, a solid and vigorous refutation of the
latter must needs overthrow thé former. But there is yet another and
more special reason, which, in despite of first appearances, rendered
this work eminently opportune. A-portion of the German Protestants,
as we have seen, recoiling from the abyss, to which Rationalism was
fast conducting them, sought a refuge in falling back on the old sym-
bolical books of the Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, whose author-

combattue en tous ses points; des Chrétiens nier Pouvrage de la création et celui
de la redemption du genre humain; anéantir Penfer ; abolir Timmortalité de Pame;
dépouiller le Christianisme de tous ses mystéres, et le changer en une secte de philo-

phie, toule dée aux sens; de ld naitre Pindifférence des religions, et ce
qui suit naturellement, le fonds méme de la religion attaqué ; Décriture directement
combattue ; le voie ouverte au Déisme, c’est-d-dire d un Athéisme deguisé, et los
livres o&s seroient écrites ces doctrines prodigieuses, sortir du sein de la Réforme, et
des lieuz, ois elle domine. Qu'aurait dit Mélancton, #'il avait prévu tous ces maux,
et quelles auraient ét6 ses lamentations 7 Il en avait assez vu pour en étre troublé
toute sa vie. Les disputes de son temps et de eon parti suffisaient pour lui faire dire,
Yu'a moins d*un miracle visible, toute a religion allait étre dissipée.”—vol. i. pp. 215-
16. ed. Venise, 1738. .
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ity for upwards of sixty years had been totally disregarded. This
movement of minds was seconded by some Protestant princes, particu-
larly by the late King of Prussia, who had learned, from bitter expe-
rience, the disastrous political consequences which the doctrines of
Rationalism are calculated to produce. This sovereign, who was as
skilful an ecclesiastical, as he was a military tactician, in order to
escape from the two enemies, Catholicism and Rationalism, who were
galling his flanks, sounded the trumpet for retreat, and, assisted by an
able staff’ of theologians, was making a rapid retrograde march on the
old formularies—the bulwarks of Protestant orthodoxy, which, for
more than half a century neglected and dilapidated, had remained
utterly untenanted. Moehler watched his moment—fell with terrific
onslaught on the retreating forces—blew up the old Protestant strong-
holds—compelled the enemy to retrace his steps, and brought him at
last into such straits, that he must now either make an unconditional
surrender to the Church, or be swept down the abyss of Pantheism.
This is the origin and the meaning of the present book—this is in part
the cause of its prodigious success. Thus, it not only pre-supposes the
extinction of the elder, more orthodox Protestantism, but #n so far as any
human production can accomplish such a thing, it effectually will prevent

Fourthly, if we look to the form of these two remarkable productions
of the buman mind, which I have ventured to compare, the History of
the Variations is characterized in an eminent degree by logical perspi-
cuity ; the Symbolism, at least equal to it in dialectic force, is vastly
superior in philosophic depth. The learning displayed in the former
work is quite sufficient for its purpose; and when we consider the
period at which it was written, the comparative paucity of materials
accessible to its illustrious author, and the then state of historical
researches, we are astonished at the extent and the critical soundness
of the learning there exhibited. Mr. Hallam, however, in his History
of Literature, complains that Bossuet had not given his citations from
Lauther in the Latin original ; so that he himself had often been unable
to verify his quotations. This complaint at least he will be unable to
prefer against the Symbolism, where the Latin citations from Luther
and the other patriarchs of the Reformation, are given with a fulness
and an exactness that must satisfy—perhaps rather more than satisfy—
our fastidious critic. The erudition displayed in the Symbolism is
admitted on all hands to be most extensive and profound. Its style is
clear, forcible and dignified ; but in point of ecloquence the Bishop of
Meaux ever remains the unrivalled master.

The Symbolism called forth many replies from Protestant theolo-
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gians, such as Nitzch, Marbeineke, and Dr. Baur of Tabingen. The
work of the latter, which was the longest and most elaborate, was
entitled, % Opposition between Catholicism and Protestantism, accord-
ing to the leading dogmas of the two religious systems, with special
reference to Moehler’s Symbolism,” Tubingen, 1833. Of this work, a
writer in the Conversations-Lexicon,* thus speaks: “ That Protestant
writers should stand up in defence of a Church, to which Moehler denies
every right, save that of political existence, was very natural. But it is
equally certain, that in an inquiry, wherein the symbelical writings only
of the different Churches possess a decisive authority, an Hegelian,}
with his subjective views, and the attempt to enforce these as the doc-
trine of the Evangelical Church, could play no brilliant part. Yet in
this false position we find Dr. Baur, whose writing, moreover, is not
exempt from personal attacks against his adversary.”

Moehler replied without delay, and in a tone of suitable dignity, in a
work entitled, Vew Investigations into the doctrinal differences between
Catholics and Protestants : Mayence, 1834. This work will be found
a most valuable appendix to the Symbolism ; although no inconsiderable
portion of it has been incorporated into the edition from which the pre-
sent translation has been made.

The persomal acrimony, which Dr. Baur had infused into his contro.
versy with the subject of this memoir, as well as the intrigues set on
foot to alienate the Wartemberg government from the latter, who was
represented as a disturber of religious peace, rendered his abode at Ta-
bingen daily more unpleasant and irksome. 'The Prussian govern-
ment, probably apprised of this state of things, renewed negotiations
vith Moehler, in the view of obtaining his services for one of its univer-
sities. Yet these megotiations, creditable to the prudence and discern-
ment of the Prussian government, a second time failed, through the

® Conversations- Lexicon, p. 699. Leipzig, 1840.

tThe system of Hegel is that of a logical Pantheism. His leading doctrine is,
that the Deity is the impersonal Reason, and in the buman mind only attains to self-
consciousness. He and his earlier disciples affected to re-establish the union‘between
faith and science, and employed the language of the Bible and the Church in a sense
totally different from what was meant by either. But the younger Hegelians have
rjected the hypocritical artifices of their master, and proclaimed, in the most cyni.
cal language, the most undisguised Pantheism. It is just, however, to observe, that
there are some, though tho number 18 small, who combine Christian views with this
fystem of philosophy.

As to Dr. Baur of Tiibingen, he has, since his controversy with Moehler, shown
himeelf a decided Pantheist. Yet this is the man whom the Wiirtemberg govern.
ment decorated with orders, while it loaded Moehler with affronts, that forced him
toleave the country. Ex uno disce omnes.
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opposition of the Hermesian party. This party had already a most
formidable opponent to encounter in the celebrated Klee, professor of
Theology at Bonn; and it was evident that the accession of Moehler
to that theological faculty, or, indeed, to any other in the Prussian
states, would be most detrimental to the influence, and adverse to the
projects, of the party. Count Von Spiegel, then Archbishop of Cologne,
and predecessor to that illustrious confessor, whose humiliation prepared
the triumph of the German Church, and whose captivity was the pre-
lude to her liberation—Count Von Spiegel, I say, a worldly-minded
courtier, little acquainted with theology, was alternately the tool of the
Hermesians and the Prussian government, His sanction, as Arch-
bishop of Cologne, was necessary for the confirmation of Moehler’s
appointment to a theological chair at Bonn. To the latter he ad-
dressed a letter, requiring as the condition to such a sanction, the
public retractation of the work entitled, Unity of the Church; just as if
Moehler, with Hermesian obstinacy, had continued to defend in the
face of the Church, and as the doctrine of the Church, what its highest
tribunal had formally and solemnly condemned. He wrote back to the
Archbishop of Cologne, that the mistakes, such as they were, in his
first work, were entirely rectified in his subsequent productions : and it
may be added, that he had never been called upon by the competent
authorities to make a public recantation of any opinions therein con-
tained. It was indeed truly ridiculous, that, while purity of doctrine
and glowing love for the Church, as well as profound genius, were
claiming for the illustrious author of Athanasius and the Symbolisms
the respect and admiration of Germany and Europe, the organ of a
party that had for years broached pernicious doctrines, evinced a -
marked disrespect for ecclesiastical tradition, and subsequently dis«
played a most obstinate resistance to the authority of the Church,
should, forsooth, take exceptions to Moehler’s orthodoxy !

Here it may be proper to make a few remarks on the position which
he had taken up in relation to this party. It has sometimes been
asked why he did not appear in the lists against the Hermesians?
Many reasons may be assigned for his not taking an active part in this
controversy. In the first place, his opposition would have been ascribed
to motives of personal resentment against a body of men, through
whose intrigues he had been twice thwarted in the attainment of an
honourable and lucrative professorship. Secondly, the Hermesian sys-
tem, unsupported by a single theologian of eminence, had been pros-
trated by the vigorous arm of Klee. Thirdly, the Holy See having
pronounced a solemn sentence of condemnation, the view which all
Catholics were to take of this system, could no lenger be problematic.
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Fourthly, the utterly disgraceful part that the Hermesians had played
in the tyrannical proceedings of the Prussian government against
Count Von Droste Vischering, the venerable Archbishop of Cologne,
drew down upon them the general odium of Catholic Germany. Lastly,
the tactics of this party was to avoid an open, dispassionate, scientific
discussion of principles ; and to drag into the controversy matters of
personal dispute, and even of ecclesiastical administration—a course
of warfare, where even victory was somewhat ignoble, and whiebh,
above all things, was abhorrent to the gentle disposition and elevated
feelings of Moehler.

But there was another patty in the Church, with whom he came into
more immediate contact—the so-called Liberals of Catholic Germany,
whom I have already had occasion to describe. This party, whose
principal seat was in Baden and Wirtemberg, had, as has been
already observed, exerted some influence over the youthful mind of
Moehler ; and the last faint tinge of their principles is traceable in his
first production, Unity of the Church. But his maturer genius-—his
more extended acquaintance with ecclesiastical antiquity—and, above
all, his advances in piety, had revealed to him the hollow prétensions
and dangerous tendencies of this party. In the year 1827, he pub-
lished his celebrated essay on “sacerdoral celibacy,” that inflicted on
this party & wound, from which it has never since recovered. In this
masterly production he proves the apostolic antiquity of clerical celi
bacy ; its conformity with reason, and with the most ancient traditions
of nations ; its close connexion with the most sacred dogmas and essen-
tial institutions of the Church, as well as the occasions that led to a
partial deviation from the law ; and, after showing why the enemies of
sacerdotal celibacy, must necessarily be the foes to ecclesiastical inde.
pendence and the papal supremacy, he stigmatizes the Baden church-
men for their shallow theolugical learning, in despite of all their high
pretensions to general knowledge-—for their carnal-minded tendencies,
their often profligate habits, and their political harlotries with the
secular power. This essay was, in the year 1829, followed up by
another, entitled, “ Fragments on the False Decretals;” where, with
much skill and learning, the author wrested from the enemies of the
pepal authority, one of their most favourite weapons of attack. The
rage of the anti.celibates was, as we may suppose, wound up to the
highest pitch ; Moehler was denounced as an apostate, an ultra-mon-
tanist, a Roman obscurantist ; and his fame, which grew from year to
year, served only to embitter the animosity, and stimulate the assaults,
of this paltry faction. While the great genius of the illustrious author
of Athanasius and the Symbolism was hailed with joy by Catholic,and
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recognized with respect by Protestant Germany, these false brethren
had discovered, that he was devoid of talent and erudition ; they openly
gave the palm of victory to his Protestant opponent, Dr. Baur 3 and, in
one of their periodicals,* were shameless enough, while they denomis
nated the Symbolism a violation of religious peace, to avow their satiss
faction with the mythical theory of the blasphemots Strauss,saa proof,
if further were wanting, how utterly many of these so-called “ Libe.
rals” had apostatized from the principles of that Church, whose commu-
nion they still so audaciously profaned !

It was not, however, by his writings only that this excellent man
opposed the progress, and defeated the projects, of a dangerous faction.
By his amiable disposition and engaging manners, as well as by his
great reputation, he had gained an extraordinary influence over the
minds of his pupils ; and this influence he employed to inspire these
young theologians with a seal for the cause and interests of the Church,
—a deep veneration for the I{oly See,~a love for the duties of their
future calling~—and a noble passion for learning. Nor was the
beneficial influence of his example and exhortations confined to his
pupils alone. During the ten years he filled the professorial chair at
Téabingen, a complete change came over the Catholic theological fas
culty of that university. Such of its members as bad hitherto been
sound in doctrine, but timid in its avowal, like Dr. Drey, took courage
by Moehler’s example : and such who, like Hirscher, had been to some
extent led away by Neological doctrines, were now, partly through that
example, partly by their own researches, gradually reclaimed. The
evidence of this change is afforded by the Theological Quarterly Review
of Tiibingen, which, from the year 1828, breathes a very different
spirit, and which, supported as it was by Moehler and his most distin»
guished colleagues and disciples, has remained, down to the present
day, by its orthodoxy, its learning, and its philosophic spirit, an orna
ment to literature and the Church. The noble attitude which, in the
present struggle for the liberties of their Church, the younger members
of the Swabian clergy have taken-—the zeal and courage wherewith
they defend their spiritual rights, and rally the people round that sacred
standard-the talent and learning they evince in defence of their res
ligion, are all, according to a recent public acknowledgment of the prime
minister of Wartemberg in the assembled states, mainly attributable to
the influence of Moehler.

Yet, the spot which was dear to him from so many early associa.

St s

® « Die Freim{thige Blatter.”
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tions==where the Liord had blessed his labours—where he had won so
many brilliant victories over the enemies of the faith—he was now, for
the reasons above adverted to, about to quit. At the commencement of
the year 1835, a theological chair at Munich became vacant ; and the
King of Bavaria, with thaf enlightened zeal which makes him ever at-
tentive to the promotion of the interests of the Church, and the ad-
vancement of Catholic learning, solicited, on this occasion, the services
of Mochler. To this proposal the latter immediately acceded ; and,
deeply regretted by his friends, his colleagues, and the academic youth,
he quitted Tubingen, and arrived at Munich in the spring of the same
year. Warmly welcomed by his friends in the Bavarian capital, and
enthusiastically greeted by its students, he immediately opened a course
of lectures on 8t. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, which was soon fol-
lowed up by others on Church-history, patrology, as well as commenta.
ries on various epistles of St. Paul,

This seems to me the most proper place to speak of the various theo.
logical and historical essays, that Moehler contributed to periodical pub.
lications, and especially to the Theological Quarterly Review of T ubin.
gen. These essays have since his death been collected by his friend,
Dr. Déllinger, and published in two volumes. They are as follows : —
1. An investigation of the dispute between St. Jerome and St. Augus.
tine, on the fourteenth verse of the second chapter of Galatians. 11. A
critical inquiry into the period of publication of the Epistle to Diognes
tos, usually attributed to St. Justin, and an analysis of its contents,
m1. An bistorical sketch of St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, and
his times. 1v. Anessay on clerical celibacy. v. Short considerations
on the historical relation of Universities to the State. vi. Fragments
on the false decretals. vir. An essay on the relation of Islam to the
Gospel. vim. An essay on the origin of Gnosticism. The second
volume contains the following :—1. Considerations on the state of the
Church, during the fifteenth, and at the commencement of the sixteenth
century. 1L An essay on St. Bimonianism. m. Fragmentary
sketches on the abolition of slavery. 1v. Letter to the Abbé Bautaur
of Strasburg, on his system of philosophy. v. Rise and first period of
Monasticism : a fragment. vi. Two articles on the imprisonment of
the Archbishop of Cologne.

It does not enter into the plan of this memoir to give an analysis of
these collected essays, which certainly furnish new evidence of the
suthor’s great historical, as well as theological learning; his critical
acuteness, his depth of observation, and elegance of style.

The most remarkable pieces in this miscellaneous collection, are the
already noticed essay on clerical celibacy, that on Gnosticism, the
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o .
beautiful fragment on the. early history of monasticism, which was to
form part of a large work on the monastic orders of the west, and the
essay on Islam, that has received its due meed of praise from one of
our own Protestant critics. ¢ This essay of Moehler’s,” says a writer
in a number of the Quarterly Review, that appeared two years ago,
“ was composed with an express view towards the progress of Chris.
tianity in the east, and the question how it might be offered in the most
commanding and persuasive manner to Mahometans. It is written
with so much learning, judgment, and moderation, that it might be well
worthy of translation in some of our religious journals,”

The lectures which Dr. Moehler delivered on patristic literature, have
since his death been collected and edited by his friend Dr. Reithmayr,
Professor of Theology at the University of Munich. Of this work,
three parts only have as yet appeared, embracing the first three centu.
ries of the Church, and containing nearly a thousand pages of print in
small octavo. After some very interesting and profound preliminary
reflections on the Greek and Roman languages and literatures, and
their relation to Christianity, and some general views on the nature of
patristic literature ; the author, in the first part, treats of the lives and
writings of the Apostolic Fathers, from Pope St. Clement, down to
Papias. In the second part, thelives and writings of the Fathers of the
second century, from St. Justin martyr, down to Pantenus ; and in the
third, the lives and writings of the fathers of the third century, from
St. Clemens Alexandrinus down to Lactantius, are described, analyzed,
and appreciated.

In this work, the plan of the author is to prefix to each century ge-
neral views on its ecclesiastical and literary character; then under a
special section devoted to each particular father, to trace a short sketch
of his life, where the materials for such exist; next to give an analysis
of his various works, accompanied with a critical inquiry into the age,
or the authenticity of such writings as have been disputed ; then to fur-
nish a summary of the father’s doctrine, and lastly to pronounce judg-
ment on his literary merits. To each biographical section, the editor
has appended notices of the best editions of the works of the father. It
should be added, that the account of the fathers of the second century
is closed with a notice of the most celebrated martyrologies; and that
of the fathers of the third century with a short disscrtation on the spu-
rious gospels, and a more lengthened one on the sybils.

A more useful, as well as more engaging introduction to the study of

® See No. cxxxvi. p. 410, Murrey, London. 1841,
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petristic literature, cannot be, perbaps, recommended than the present
work. The author's prodigious knowledge in ecclesiastical history, as
well as in the writings of the fathers ; his power of clear exposition and
acute analysis ; and his depth and originality of genius, which enabled
him easily to enter into, and duly to appreciate, the conceptions of the
great thinkers of Christian antiquity, eminently qualified him for the
execution of this task. And although the work be posthumous, and
did not therefore receive a careful revisal from its author, yet its every
page evinces the band of the master. Among the various dissertations
I may notice those on St. Justin martyr, St. Irensus, Origen, and 8t.
‘Cyprian, as peculiarly able and elaborate. From its posthumous cha-
racter, there were, of course, many gaps and omissions in it, which the
talented editor has, in the true spirit of the author, endeavoured to fill
up; supplying biographical notices of those ecclesiastical writers whose
works have perished, and carefully citing the authorities for statements
and assertions in the text, as well as making various other additions.

Everything contributed to render Moehler’s abode at Munich most
agreeable. Surrounded by the distinguished Catholic professors, whom
the king had assembled in that capital ; living amid a people that in
despite of all the efforts made during the late reign to pervert it, was
still eminently Catholic ; in a city, too, where the theological faculty
was undisturbed by the opposition of any rival; where the Catholic
Church could unfold all her salutary influences, and all her pomp of wor-
ship, and where art was making the noblest efforts to minister to the
splendour of that worship ;—Moenler might eonfidently look for still
more blessed results from his literary labours. And during .the first
eighteen montbs of his residence in the Bavarian capital, the content-
ment he enjoyed, had, in despite of the severe climate of the place, re-
established his health, which of late years had been much impaired.

At length, in the autumn of 1836, came that dreadful scourge, the
cholera, that for six months, without intermission, exercised the most
dreadful ravages at Munich. Though the prevailing epidemic affected
Moehler but in a slight degree, yet he experienced a general debility,
that incapacitated him from prosecuting his public duties.

This indisposition was succeeded in the following spring by an at-
tack of influenza, that confined him for two months to his bed ; and
did not quit him, without leaving behind most dangerous symptoms of
disease on the lungs. On rising from the bed of sickness, he was not
permitted by his physicians to pursue his ordinary duties ; but on their
urgent advice, he took a journey to southern Tyrol, where the genial
climate of Meran, the use of whey, and the cheering society of the
Benedictines of that place, whose learning and piety he made a con-

6
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stant theme of eulogy to his friends, soon produced the most bene.
ficial effects on his health. After passing the whole summer of 1837
in that beautiful country, he returned in the autumn to Munich, to re-
sume his public functions. But the hopes which his friends had enter.
tained of his complete recovery, were soon to undergo a bitter disap-
pointment. On the first of November his indisposition returned, and
symptoms of a decided pulmonary complaint became even more mani-
fest. Again, to his grief, and to the regret of his numerous auditors,
his promised course of lectures must be put off. The bleak climate of
the Bavarian capital was, at that season especially, little propitious to
one labouring under such a disorder ; and most unfortunately, towards
the close of the month a calamitous event occurred, which, while it
threw the whole German church into mourning, and convulsed West-
phalia and the Rhenish provinces to their centre, filled the soul of
Moehler with a disquietude and dismay, that operated most prejudi-
ciously on his health—the imprisonment of the venerable Archbishop of
Cologne, on the 20th of November, 1837, is the event to which I
allude.

This act of reckless and violent tyranny, which put the seal to that
long series of intrigues, machinations, and oppressions, that for five-and-
twenty years had been directed against the Catholic Church in Prussia,
Moehler appreciated in all its vast importance. He saw the evils with
which it was fraught, the fearful and general persecution against the
German Church, that it seemed to portend ; and yet with a prophetic
eye he discerned the good that Providence would one day bring out of
that evil-—the triumph and regeneration of that Church, so long be.
trayed, insulted, and oppressed. These apprehensions and these hopes
he has recorded in two remarkable essays, which he published in Feb-
ruary, 1838, in the Universal Gazette, of Augsburg; the last which be
ever wrote—the last effusions of that heart, which, amid the languor of
sickness, yet beat quick and strong to all that concerned the glory of
its God.

At this time, the Prussian commissary, Bruggemann, who was sent
to Rome on a diplomatic mission from the court of Berlin, received in-
structions to hold an interview with Moehler, on his passage through
Munich, and to tender to him, in the name of his sovereign, a preben-
dal stall in the cathedral of Cologne, and if he pleased, a professorship
at Bonn. The reader will observe, that this was the third attempt made
by the Prussian government to enlist the professorial services of Moeh-
ler. What could be the meaning of these repeated endeavours on the
part of a hostile government, to obtain for one of its universities the
greatest theologian of Germany?! How do these attempts agree with
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the well-known policy of a government, that by every species of intrigue,
wachination, encroachment, and crafty tyranny, had endeavoured to
Protestantize its Catholic subjects, and which in some parts of its domi-
nions, ltke Silesia, had too well succeeded in its endeavours——and that
at the very moment when it made this proposal to Moehler, had torn
from his diocese, and plunged into prison, an illustrious prelate, for hav-
ing' courageously unmasked and defeated its designs? To the honour
of the Prussian government, it must be said, that it was its pride and
boast to fill its universities with eminent men; and that hostile as it
was to Catholicism, its respect and love for learning exceeded that hos-
tility. Thus in the very heyday of Hermesianism, it appointed its great
antagonist Klee, to a theological chair at Bonn ; and in its conflict with
the Archbishop of Cologne, it artfully pointed to the nomination of this
eminent divine, as a proof that it wished to give no exclusive encou-
ragement to any particular school of theology.

But at the conjuncture at which we have arrived, the Prussian go.
vernment had a peculiar inducement to make the proposal whereof I
speak. The general discontent that reigned in its Cathoelic provinces,
the ever-growing indignation of Catholic Germamy at the treatment
they had experienced, and the precarious relations wherein Prussia
stood with Belgium and France—neighbours to whom her fatal policy
bad unbarred her own weakness and disunion; this state of things ren-
dered the redress of public wrongs, and the allaying of public irritation
in her Catholic dominions, a matter of the most imperious necessity.

In this posture of affairs, as a professor of theology must needs exer-
cise great influence over the rising members of the priesthood, and in
an ecclesiastical question over the lay members also of the university, a
sort of political importance now attached to a theological chair at Bonn.
And unless the Prussian government were prepared to close the door
irrevocably against all justice and conciliation, it could not have select-
ed a man, who by his high reputation and zealous attachment to the in-
terests of the Church, as well as by his amiable and conciliatory dispo-
sition, was fitter than the subject of this memoir to be the medium of
any safe and henourable negotiation.

The offer of M. Braggeman, Moehler, however, immediately declin-
ed. This refusal was dictated not only by the precarious state of his
health, as well as by the distracted condition of affairs in the Rhenish
province, but also by a feeling of attachment to Bavaria. This feel-
ing his Bavarian majesty delicately appreciated, by conferring on him
the knightly order of St. Michael.

His health seemed to rally for a while, 8o as to enable him for a few
weeks to resume the delivery of his lectures ; but towards the end of
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January e violent catarrh ensued, which soon terminated in inflamma.
tion of the chest.

The following account of his last illness is from the pen of an eye-
witness, and friend ; and the tone of mournful earnestness, wherein it
is written, must challenge the sympathy of every reader.

“The experience of late years,” says the anonymous biographer,
« convinced the physicians that the injurious influence of the Munich
climate, combined with the arduous duties of the professorial charge,
afforded no certain prospect of the preservation of Moehler's life ; and
that it was only by changing his abode for some milder climate, any
chance for his recovery existed. The King of Bavaria, informed of the
condition of the illustrious patient, and anxious to preserve a life so
valuable to Church and State, nominated Moehler, by a decree dated
March, 1838, to the just vacant dignity of Dean in Wirzburg. Moehler
was deeply affected by this mark of his sovereign’s delicate attention
and forethought ; yet his joy was not unalloyed. He had entered with
uncommon ardour on the professorial career, for which heaven had fa-
voured him with the highest qualifications, and wherein his efforts bad
been blessed with the most signal success. The very idea of the aban-
donment of that career, had inspired him with the deepest melancholy.
He anticipated something more than a mere change of employment.
To a friend, who congratulated him on the promotion to his new dig-
nity, he expressed himself in the following remarkable words : ‘I have
often observed in history,” said he, ¢ that men whom God hath highly
favoured in life, He often on the eve of their separation from this world,
invested with the glimmer of some temporal honour. I cannot, with-
out being guilty of great ingratitude, deny that Providence hath loaded
me with many favours ; but the prognostic which I here advert to, may
now be realized in me also.” This anticipation, alas| was teo soon
verified ; that very day the fever relurned ; a week later, suddenly at
night, catarrh and the critical symptom of hoarseness ensued, and then
a few days afterwards the physicians observed all the signs of a violent
hectic fever. His nights especially, were attended with great suffering;
on the seventh of April, he felt himself again better, and desired that
for his entertainment a favourite book of travels should be read to him.
This was done, not without a fearful presentiment, that that wish was
the prelude to another and a more distant journey, and so it happened.
At the beginning of Holy Week, the fever assumed the character of ty-
phus, and the mind of the patient from time te time slightly wandered
in delirium. Feeling his end approach, he again, en the tenth of April,
prepared by the reception of the sacraments for appearing before his
Almighty Judge. The sacraments appeared to exert a beneficial influ-
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ence on his health, for on the following day he felt much relieved, and
bope began to revive in the bosom of his friends. But he no longer
looked forward to recovery, and on the same day he made his last tes-
tamentary arrangements in regard to his temporal concerns. The fol-
lowing night dispelied all hopes of a change for the better. On the
morning of the twelfth of April, he felt great oppression at his chest, he
became somewhat restless; the heavy ice-cold sweat-drops gathered
about his brow and temples; the last struggle had come on. His con-
fessor, Dr. Aloysius Buchner, (now a prebendary at Passau,) never left
his side. At one o’clock in the afternoon, he awoke from a gentle
slumber, clasped both hands to his head, and exclaimed, *Ah! now I
bave seen it—now I know it—now I would like to write a book,—this
must be written down,—but now it is gone.” He then laid himself
calmly down, a look of serene and winning love passed again over his
countenance, as if the soul were evidently making an effort gently to
sever the last bonds of life. He then gasped violently three times, and
the soul bursting her fetters, sprang upwards to her God. The sad
event took place on Maundy Thursday, the 12th of April, 1888, at half
past two o’clock in the afternoon. His remains were interred on Holy
Saturday, the 14th day of April; and bis death was mourned by his
king, deeply bewailed by his friends, and regretted by all.”®

Thus died this celebrated man, in the midst of his career, at a crisis
so eventful for religion, and at a moment when he could be so ill spared
by the Church and by his country. His career, though brief, had been
eminently useful as well as brilliant ; and his life, though not full of
years, had been replete with good works. He might, at the close of his
course, exclaim with the great apostle, “ Bonum certamen certavi, cur-
son consummavi, fidem servavi, reposita est mihi corona justiti.”
« Happy, saith the Scripture, are they who die in the Lord!” And
bappy, thrice happy, we may add, are they, who die, before the ememy
bath snatched from their hands the fruit of their morning’s toil ! And
when we are tempted to lament the untimely end of this great luminary
of the Church, we should assuage our sorrow with the reflection, how
infinitely more enviable was his fate, than that of his celebrated con-
temporary—the once great Gamaliel in the Church of France. For,
whereas death, we may confidently hope, brought to one the garland of
eternal life, existence hath cast over the other, the blight and desolation
of death. In abandoning the glorious mansions of the Church for those
bleak and desolate regions, where the grisly phantoms of erring fancy

& See memoir by anonymous biographer, p. 87.
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dwell, that unhappy spirit hath abandoned, too, the sweet recollections
of early days, and the sacred ties of friendship, and the merit and the
glory of all his victories over heresy and unbelief, and the inestimable
peace of the soul; in a word, all the earthly charms, and all the hea-
venly hopes, that cheer and sustein existence, and solace and sweeten
death. And as a great writer once said, that the fall of the rebel arch-
angel cast a sadness over all creation, whereof the traces are even now
perceptible; so the fall of this mighty spirit hath saddened the Church,
in this the morning of her reviving hope and joy.

Moehler's countenance, deportment, and manner, were perfectly indi-
cative of his moral and intellectual qualities. The perfect barmony or
equilibrium of his mental powers was expressed in the serenity of his
countenance, in the modulations of a most pleasing voice, and in the
dignity of his carriage. The same exquisite sense of justice—the same
aversion from all exaggeration, which characterized his writings, were
perceptible in his conversation. Yes, though endowed with this natural
benignity of temper, which, in him, was exalted and sanctified by mo-
tives of Christian charity, he was not slow to the perception of defects
of character; and whenever the meaner passions erossed his path, his
instinctive abhorrence would find vent in the sallies of a subdued, yet
pungent satire.

His personal appearance has thus been described by one of his bio-
graphers : « Tall in stature, he was of a slight and delicate frame ; his
outward bearing was most decorous and dignified : his features were
delicate, regular, and prepossessing; in his large, dark eye, beamed &
gentle fire, which shed over a pallid countenance an indescribable charm.
His voice, like his bodily frame, was weak and slender, yet harmonious;
his pronunciation was pure, without the alloy of any peculiar dialect.
Whoever, therefore, saw him for the first time, was ever most agreea-
bly prepossessed with his general appearance.”*

During the first years of his professorship, and before he bad quite
thrown off some of the lax opinions already adverted to, he was mot so
assiduous in prayer, nor se diligent in the celebration of the holy sacri~
fice, as might be desired. Then too exclusively occupied with sciencer
he did not seek out with sufficient ardour that heavenly wisdom, with-
out which, all human learning, like the grass of the field without the re-
freshing dew, will soon become arid and unprofitable.

A friend concluded at that time all his letters to him with an earnest
exhortation to the habit of frequent prayer. These exhortations, as well

® Lebensskizze, p. 28.
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as the diligent perusal of the writings of the holy fathers, which are no
leas powerful in cherishing the feelings of piety, than in confirming and
enlivening faith, wrought, under the Divine blessing, the happiest change
in Moehler’s devotional exercises ; for, in subsequent years, he never
let a day pass without celebrating the holy sacrifice, and with a tender-
ness of devotion, that excited universal edification.

With the laborious duties of the professorial office, he combined, to
some extent, the functions of the sacred ministry ; and to many of the
academic youth he acted as spiritual director.

Not content with personally discharging the obligations of his sacred
calling with the strictest fidelity, and an irreproachable purity of con-
duct, he strove by example and conversation, as well as by his writings
and his lectures, to stem the tide of corruption that had burst into the
Swabian Church, and was, it is confidently asserted, the means of guard-
ing many a young clergyman against the evil counsels and evil prac-
tises of the anti-celibate party.

His zeal for the glory of God and the interests of His Church, while
it was the animating and sustaining principle of all his intellectual ex-
ertions, often communicated itself with electrical effect to his youthful
auditors. Yet that zeal, which consumed him for the house of his Lord,
was exceeded, if possible, by & spirit of mildness, modesty, and humi.
lity—qualities which, while they endeared him to Heaven, made him,
too, the favourite with men.

Adorned with all the sacerdotal virlues, he possessed at the same time
a winning amiability of manner, that caused his society to be courted
by men of various ranks and professions, and even of the most opposite
religious and political principles. Protestants as well as Catholics, lay-
men as well as churchmen, consulted him personally or by letter on
every variety of subject,—religious, political, literary, or domestic ; and
had his life been prolonged, he would probably have become one of the
most influential men in Germany.

Having thus briefly described the moral character of this remarkable
man, it remains for me to sum up his intellectual qualities.

He was distinguished for an uncommon clearness, precision, and
vigour of ratiocination, that shows how well he had profited by the ex-
ample of those Attic masters, to whom his youth had been so sedulously
devoted. His plan is to let his adversary bring forward his strongest
arguments, and dispose them in the most advantageous order; then,
without stopping to refute him in detail, he wrings from him some re.
luctant concession, or forces him unconsciously into some false position,
whereby he is enabled at a single stroke to shake or overthrow the whole
system of Bis antagonist’s reasoning.
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In depth of reflection and comprehensive grasp of generalization, he
equals Frederic Schlegel; and if inferior to him in the fervour of a
poetic imagination, he yet possesses, partly from nature, partly from the
severer training of theological discipline, a superior force and precision
of reasoning. Like the great writer to whom I have compared him,
" Mochler was eminently endowed with the faculty called by critics dia-
thesis—the faculty of seizing on the main points of his subject, divesting
it of its subordinate or accessory parts, and in a few bold strokes trac-
ing a perfect outline. ’

The learning of Moehler was most profound and various. Though
he died at the premature age of forty-three, he yet had mastered every
branch of theological science ; and in patristic literature and the writ-
ings of the schoolmen, as also in the works of the Reformers, and the
later Protestant divines of various sects, he was pre-eminently versed.
His acquaintance with profane history and modern literature was most
extensive ; and his acquirements in classical philology were so great,
as to call forth the astonishment and admiration of the most learned
professors in that faculty.

His style reflects the calm, equable dignity of his soul; clear, flow-
ing, and stately : if it seldom rises to'eloquence, it never sinks into dry-
ness, or loses itself in obscurity.

Yet all these high intellectual endowments were rendered still more
effective, because, as was above said, they were tempered, chastened,
exalted, and sanctified by an amiable modesty, a deep, unaffected hu-
mility, a glowing zeal, and a piety serenely bright, that like a light
within a beautiful vase, brought out all those mental ornaments into
bolder relief.*

4 As it may be interesting to the reader to bear the opinion entertained of this re.
markable man, by those who are far more competent than myself to pronounce a
judgment on his merits, I will here subjoin the following critical remarks from some
of the ablest literary and theological periodicale in Germany. My own opinion, it is
just to premise, was formed before I had seep the passages in question.

From the Historisch-politische Blatter.
¢« Agin life he was full of the most tender-hearted mildness and forbearance, full
of an unpretending modesty and kindliness of feeling, which won him the hearts ofall
men ; so his moraFchamctor was reflected in his literary labours. Free from the arro-
gance and cold-heartedness of an_idle science, his bosom glowed with a pure and
mild enthusiasm, and the calm and unruffled clearness of his spirit was evinced, as
with the eye of thoughtful sensibility, he contemplated the agitated scenes of history,
and their chequered phenomena, so celculated to mislead and confuse the judgment.
Gifted with an untiring industry, and with a penetrative mind, that, amid the mass of
details, never lost sight of the whole, he yet, in his humble modesty, never forgot the
deficiencies and the narrowness of all human science. All one-sided exaggeration—all
ionate attacks, grated on him as a discord ; and all merit he d ecknow-
re'(ge, and present to it with a cheerful brow and feeling heart, the homage of his
praise.”—vol. x. p. 564-5.
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In a communication which Dr. Reithmayr has had the kindness to
make to me, he writes as follows: “ Brief as was the period of Moeh-
ler’s laubours in Munich, yet it is difficult to describe the good he
wrought, and the seed for still greater good which he sowed. Power-
ful as his influence over Southern Germany had become, great as was
his authority, honoured as was his name, and mighty as was the impulse
he had given to the public mind, hg was yet far from entertaining the
thought of wishing to form a school, in so far as we thereby under-
stand a certain peculiar theological system, whether its nature consist
in a special theoretical method, or in the adoption and more precise de-
velopment of certain opinions. His faith was of a much too positive
kind; he was too removed from all hollow speculation ; and his whole
intellectual cultivation was too strongly historical, and he was withal
too modest, to wish to bring his own person thus prominently forward,
or to stamp upon other minds the impress of his own individual con-
ceptions. If anything can be said to characterize, or distinguish in
any degree his auditors and admirers, it is a certain idealism in the
treatment of science, an enthusiasm for the institutes and interests of
the Church, abhorrence of all seetarianism, and a closer attachment to
the mother Church of Rome.”

The new school of German Catholic divines is characterized by the
union of great patristic learning and high philosophic speculation ; by
severe orthodoxy and warm attachment to the Church, coupled with a
singular spirit of conciliation and tenderness in the treatment of con-
troversy towards the erring brethren. This spirit is of course modified
according to the peculiar temper and genius of different individuals;
but such is the general characteristic of the new school.

The more celebrated theological contemporaries of Moehler were
Klee, Dollinger, Drey, Hirscher, and Veith ; and among his scholars,

From the Conversations-Lexicon.

“ If we combine in a single focus all the particular traits of this remarkable man,
we shall find that his most eminent peculiarity consisted in the utter abandonment
of that pretension, after which so many strive, to be the head of a sect, or even a
school. Moehler devoted his faculties purely and entirely to the objective and divinely-
established institution of the Church. To this service he gave up his whole being—
his high natural endowments—his penetration of intellect—his often overpowerﬁg
logic, and his great erudition. And as he made it the business of his life, to sct fo
the Church in all her truth and beauty, so the Church, in her turn, transfigured his
whole existence, and made him that model of purity, humility, and conscientiousness,
~—that mirror ofall human and sacerdotal virtues, which called forth the enthusiastic
sdmiration of all, who had the good fortune to come into nearer or remoter inter-
m with him.”~-No xxi, p. 700, vol. iii. Supplement to Eighth Edition. Leipzick.
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Staudenmaier, Ruhn, Hefele, and Reithmayr, have attained to great
eminence.

Klee has treated every branch of theology. His works are charac-
terized by vast erudition, great metaphysical depth, and a consummate
power of dialectic. This very acute thinker and eminently learned man,
will ever exercise the greatest influence in the school ; but as he” was
deficient in grace of style and power of imagination, his influence will
be less perceptible in the great republic of letters.* Dollinger, whose
excellent Church History is known to the English reader from Dr.
Cox’s elegant translation, combines extraordinary learning in theology
and canon law, with great historical research, critical acumen, and
clearness of method and style. Drey has proved himself a very learn.
ed and philosophic apologist for Christianity. Of Hirscher I can speak
with less confidence, as I possess but little acquaintance with his writ-
ings. He cultivates chiefly moral theology, and unites, it is said, un.
common unction of feeling to originality of thought and extent of learn.
ing. Some prejudices, however, which he has still retained, tend some-
what to impair the influence his genius and piety would otherwise com-
mand. Veith has distinguished himself more particularly in pastoral
theology, and combines in an eminent degree eloquence, deep thought,
and high asceticism. Ruhn is distinguished for great depth of philoso-
phic speculation ; and Staudenmaier displays great fertility of ideas
and amenity of feeling. Hefele and Reith