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.OUR FLAG.

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS

OF THE

Flay of the dlnited States of Jmerica,

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY ACCOQUNT

OF THE

SYMBOLS, STANDARDS, BANNERS AND FLAGS
OF ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS,

BY

GEO. HENRY PREBLE, U. S. N.

¢¢ When the standard of the Union is raiscd and waves over my head — the stand-
ard which Washington planted on the ramparts of the Constitution, God forbid that
I should enquire whom the people have commissioned to unfurl it, and bear it up; I
only ask in what manner, as an humble individual, I can best discharge my duty in
defending it,”’— DANIEL WEBSTER.

¢ There is but one other emblem so significant as a flag, viz: the cross.”

ALBANY:
JOEL MUNSELL.
1872,
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¢ This is a maxim which I have received by hereditary tradition, not only from
my father, but also from my grandfather and his ancestors, that after what I owe to
God, nothing should be more dear or sacred than the love and respect I owe to my
country,”— DeTHov.

¢ Land of my birth! thy glorious stars
Float over shore and sea,

Made sacred by a thousand scars
They were not born to flee ;

Oh may that flag forever wave

Where dwell the patriot and the brave
Till all the earth be free:

Yet still the shrine be here as now

Where freeman, pilgrim like, shall bow."”

¢ There is the national flag! He must be cold, indeed, who can look upon its
folds rippling in the breeze without pride of country. If he be in a foreign land the
flag is companionship, and country itself with all its endearments. Who as he sees
it can think of astate merely? Whose eye once fastened upon its radiant trophies
can fail to recognize the image of the whole nation ? It has been called ¢ a floating
piece of poetry;’ and yet I know not if it have any intrinsic beauty beyond other
ensigns, Its highest beauty is in what it symbolizes. It is because it represents all
that all gaze at it with delight and reverence. It is a piece of bunting lifted in the
air ; but it speaks sublimely and every part has a-voice. Its stripes of alternate red
and white proclaim the original union of thirteen states to maintain the declaration of
independence, Itsstars, white on a field of blue, proclaim that union of states constitut-
ing our national constellation which receives a new star with every new state. The
two together signify union, past and present. The very colors have a language which
was officially recognized by our fathers. White is for purity; red for valor; blue,
for justice; and all together, bunting, stripes, stars and colors, blazing in the sky,
make the flag of our country, to be cherished by all our hearts, to be upheld by all
our hands.”—CHARLES SUMNER.



PREFACE.

Proudhon the French socialist had a peculiar man-
ner of proceeding in the composition of a work which
is thus stated.

¢ When an idea struck him, he would write it out
at length, generally in the shape of a newspaper arti-
cle; then he would put itin an envelope and whenever
a new idea occurred to him, or he obtained additional
information, he would write it on a piece of paper,
and add it to the envelope. When a sufficient quan-
tity of material was assembled he would write an article
for some review or magazine. This article he would
place in a larger envelope, and add thoughts and in-
formation until, at last, the article became a book;
and the day after the publication of his book, he
would place it in a pasteboard box, and add thoughts
and additional information as he came into possession
of them.”

Very much in the same way have these memoirs
grown to the size of this volume. More than twenty
years since their compiler became interested in tracing
out the first display of Our Starry Flag on foreign
seas, and the notes he then gathered resulted in the
preparation of an article entitled *“ The First Appear-
ance of the Flag of the Free,” which was published in
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the Portland Daily Advertiser, and thence exten-
sively copied into other journals. Around that article
from time to time became concreted numerous addi-
tional facts which were embodied in another and longer
newspaper article on the same topic. His interest in
the subject grew with the increase of knowledge. New
facts were accumulated and sought for wherever to be
obtained. The war of the rebellion added a fresh
impulse to his inquiries, and new and interesting inci-
dents. The result is the present volume of memoirs
which, if not rendered interesting by the graces of a
practised authorship, can claim to be a faithful record
of facts.

Following the idea of Proudhon, the writer would
say, he will be glad to receive from his readers any
added facts and incidents, or corrections that will ena-
ble him to complete his memorial of our grand old
flag, and help to perpetuate it as the chosen emblem of
Liberty and Union,

Collected as these memoirs were chiefly for his
own amusement and instruction, in committing them
to the public, the compiler hopes they may in-
terest and amuse others as much as the collecting
them has himself. If they serve to revive and pre-
serve in the smallest degree, a patriotic sentiment
for our starry banner, his ambition will be accomplished,
his end attained.

Among the many books examined, and to which
due credit should be given for many facts, have been
the volumes of the Historical Magazine, 1st and 2d
series, 18 vols. ; the Massachusetts Hist. Coll. ; Sparks’s
Life and Writings of Washington and Franklin; the N. E.
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Hist. and Gen. Register, 25 vols; the Life and Works
of Fobn Adams; Hamilton’s and Sarmiento’s Historiesof
the Flag; Savage’s Lectures, 1853 ; the Gentleman's
Magazine, 150 vols; the London Magazine ; the Ame-
rican Archives; / Cooper’s Hist. U. §. Navy; Clark’s
Hist. U. S. Navy ; Boynton’s Hist. U. 8. Navy; U. §.
Nawval Chronicle ; the Naval Monument ; the Naval
Temple ; Botta’s Am. Revolution ; Life of Elbridge Gerry ;
Smith’s Hist. Newburyport ; the U. §. Statutes ; Froth-
ingham’s Siege of Boston and Life of Warren ; the Penny
Cyclopedia ; the American Cyclopedia; Kitto’s Bible Cy-
clopedia ; the London News, and Brewster’s and Cham-
bers’s Encyclopedias; the Encyclopédia Americana and
Britannica; Benton’s Debates; the Army and Navy
Regulations ; Bancroft’s Hist. of the U. §.; the Army
and Navy Chronicle, 1835 to 1841; London Notes and
Queries, 40 vols; the United Service Magazine, go vols. ;
the British Naval Chronicle, 40 vols.; Army and Navy
Fournal, g vols. ; United States Ser. Magazine, § vols.;
Chambers’s Book of Days; Fairholt’s Dict. of Terms
of Art; Various books of Heraldry,etc.; James’s, En-
tick’s, Lediard’s, Burchet’'s Nava/ Histories; Sir
Nicolas Harris’s Hist. Royal Navy, 2 vols; Brunet’s
Regal Armorie ; Westcott’s History of Philadelphia, etc.,
eic., etc.

More than a thousand volumes have been examined
in the preparation of these memoirs, and an extensive
correspondence has been a necessity. I may, therefore,
say to my readers as Montesquieu remarked to a friend
concerning a particular part of his writings: “ You will
read it in a few hours, but I assure you it has cost
me so much labor that it has whitened my hair.”
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I would express my obligations to Messrs. John
A. McAllister, Wm. J. Canby, Wm. D. Gemmill,
and Chas. J. Lukens of Philadelphia, and Messrs. B.
J. Lossing and Chas. J. Bushnell of New York, for
valuable suggestions and facts, and particularly to Mr.
John A. McAllister, who has been unwearied in search-
ing for and completing evidences of facts which were
otherwise beyond my reach. There are other friends
too numerous to mention, who have given me their
assistance, who will please accept my silent acknowledg-
ments.

In 1864 the manuscript of this book, in its then
incomplete state, was forwarded from abroad to the ma-
nagers of the National Sailors’ Fair at Boston, as a con-
tribution to that charity, which resulted in the esta-
blishment of the National Sailor’s Home at Quincy,
Mass. It arrived, however, too late to be printed for
its benefit.

Naval Rendezvous, Navy Yard,
Charlestown, Mass.

September 1oth, 1872,
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PART 1.

THE STANDARDS, FLAGS, BANNERS, ETC., OF
ANCIENT AND MODERN NATIONS,
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ORIGIN AND PROGRESS

OF THE

Flag of the dlnited States of Jmevica,

I WIS P

OF NATIONAL STANDARDS, FLAGS, BANNERS, SYMBOLS,
DEVICES, ETC.

Symbols and colors enabling nations to distinguish themselves
from each other, have from the most remote periods exercised
a very powerful influence upon mankind. That a standard or
ensign was borne in the armies of all nations from the most
distant era, is a fact too well established both by sacred and pro-
fane history to admit of the slightest doubt. A colored banner
was one of the earliest, as it was the simplest of military ensigns,
and as tribes and nations multiplied, these banners naturally
became particolored by stripes and other linear divisions, and
then emblazoned with the devices of the several chieftains.
Thus these symbols, which during peaceful times seem but
trivial ornaments, became in political or religious disturbances,
a lever like unto that of Archimedes and convulsed the world.
Before commencing the memoir of the particular flag which
this volume commemorates, I propose to briefly notice some of
the standards and banners of other nations.

History has, in general, failed to appreciate the value of these
symbols, which have often given ascendancy to party, and lead
armies on to victory with more certainty and dispatch than the
combinations of tactics and the most disinterested valor.

We talk of the wars of the white and red roses, of the
contest between the crescent and the cross, and of the.cagles
of the Romans; of the meteor flag of England, and of the
cross of St. George ; of the white plume and banner of Henry,
and lilies and tri-color of France, and of our own starry banner
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which, said Edward Everett (May 27, 1861), speaks for itself.
Its mute eloquence needs no aid to interpret its significance.
Fidelity to the Union blazes from its stars, allegiance to the
government beneath which we live is wrapped in its folds.”

OF FLacs..

Frac. Swed. flake, Teutonic and old French flacke, Bel.
Alack, flak, derived from the early use of rushes for streamers, is
defined by the London Encyclopedia as “a small banner of
distinction used in the army, and stuck in a baggage wagon, to
distinguish the baggage of one brigade from another, and of one
batallion from another,” but is most properly used to denote
the colors worn at the mastheads of national vessels to mark
the rank or quality of the person commanding a squadron or
fleet. The admiral of a squadron or fleet is commonly styled
the flag officer or flag, from the square flag hoisted at one of
the mastheads of the vessel on which he is embarked, and
which denotes to the rest of the fleet his presence there, and
causes his ship to be designated as the flag ship. E

In common parlance, hotvever, under the generic name of flag
is included, standards, ancients or ensigns, banners, bannerolls,
colors, streamers, pennons, pennoncelles, gonfanons, guidons,
coronetts or coronells (hence the title of colonel), and the like.

The first flag of Great Britain (see plate 1) is generally known
as the Royal standard; that is, a banner or square flag blazoned
with the arms of the United Kingdom which is hoisted at the
masthead, whenever the sovereign of the realm, or any mem-
ber of the royal family is embarked on board a vessel, or is
hoisted on the flag-staff over their residence wherever they may
be on shore. The royal salute for this flag is twenty-one guns.

The second flag is that of the lord high admiral or of the
commissioners performing the duties of that high office. This
flag is ““a crimson banner,” with ““ an anchor argent gorged in
the arm with a coronet and a cable through the ring fretted in
a true lover’s knot with the ends pendant.” (Plate m).

Thus it was carried by the Earl of Southampton in the reign
of Henry VIII; by the Earl of Lincoln in the time of Mary,
except that he bore the stem and flukes of the anchor argent,
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the ring and stock or, and the cable azure. The Duke of
Buckingham used the anchor cable entwined, all or, much
as it now is. In the reign of Charles II, the Duke of York
placed his arms on an anchor surmounted by his coronet. The
only account we have of the flag of the lord high admiral
being carried a¢ sez by an individual, is in the Memoirs of Sir
John Leake, which say ¢ The Earl of Berkeley being then
(21st March, 1719), vice admiral of Great Britain, and first
lord commissioner of the admiralty, endeavored to come as near
the lord high admiral as possible both in power and state ; by a
particular warrant from the crown he hoisted the lord high
admiral’s flag as it is called — the first time I believe it was ever
worn in command at sea — and had three captains appointed
under him as lord high admiral ; Littleton then vice admiral of
the White being his first captain. The Earl of Berkeley was
one of fortune’s favorites. As lord Dursley at the age of
twenty he commanded the Lichfield, fifty, his second com-
mand. When twenty-three he commanded the Boyne, 8o,
at twenty-seven was vice admiral of the Blue,and a few months
afterward vice admiral of the White, and in the following year
being then only twenty-eight, vice admiral of the Red. At the
age of thirty-eight he hoisted his flag, on the Dorsetshire as lord
high admiral, being then actually vice admiral of England and
first lord of the admiralty. He died near Rochelle in France,
August 17, 1736, aged fifty-five.

The lord high admirals flag is entitled to a salute of nineteen
guns. ;

‘The third flag is that of the lord lieutenant of Ireland, which is
the Union Jack having in the centre of the crosses a blue shield _
emblazoned with agolden harp. (Platerr). Thisflag is worn at
the main top gallant mast-head of any ship in which his excel-
lency may embark within the Irish waters or in St. George’s
channel, and is entitled to the same salute as that of the lord high
admiral. :

The fourth flag is the Union or Union Jack, as itis called, in
which are blended the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew and
St. Patrick, emblematic of the United Kingdom of England, Scot-
Tand, and Ireland, and appropriated to the admiral of the fleet of -
the United Kingdom ; it is worn at the main, and is entitled to
a salute of seventeen guns.
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Next and fifthinrank is the cross of St. George, a white flag
with a red cross, the sign of the old crusaders, which is wornby
the admirals of the royal navy at the main by vice admirals at the
fore, and by rear admirals at the mizzen mastheads of their re-
spective ships. Until 1864, Great Britain had admirals, and vice,
and rear admirals of the red, white and blue. By act of parlia-
ment that year, the red ensign was wholly givenup to the use of the
merchant marine. The blue ensigns assigned to merchant and
packet ships commanded by the officers of the newly organized
naval reserve or naval militia, and the white ensign, alonereserved
for the royal navy. (Plate II). The salute of an admiralis 15, of
a vice admiral 13, and of a rear admiral 11 guns in the royal navy.

Merchant vessels frequently carry small flags at their mast-
heads, bearing the arms, monograms, or other devices of their
owners or commanders, or designating the province or port to
which the vessel may belong.

The flag of the president of the United States, hoisted at
the main, to denote his presence on board a ship or vessel of
war is appropriately the National Ensign, the flag of the sove-
reign people of whom he is only the popular representative, and
from whom he derives power and authority.

The vice president and members of the cabinet (the secretary
of the navy excepted), are also designated by the national flag
worn at the fore during their presence on board a vessel of war,
and it always floats at the Capitol over-the senate chamber and
house of representatives whenever those bodies are in session, a
custom which is followed in most of the states of the Union,
whenever their legislative bodies are in session.

A special mark of the secretary of the navy, established in 1866,
was a square blue flag having a white foul anchor placed verti-
cally in the centre with four white stars surrounding it, one in
each corner of the flag. By an order dated 186q, this flag be-
came obsolete, and the union jack was substituted and established
as his designating flag, to be hoisted at the main when he is
embarked on board a vessel of the navy.

The first rear admiral’s flag in our navy, was the plain, blue
flag which had been used by the rank of flag officer established
before the introduction-of admirals to the service. This flag to
be worn at the main by the three senior rear admirals, at the fore
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by the next three in seniority, and at the mizzen by the three
junior rear admirals, was first hoisted at the main on board the
Hartford, in 1862, by Rear Admiral Farragut, who had previously
as flag officer, carried it at the fore. The absurdity of a rear
admiral wearing his flag at the fore or main was so apparent and
so contrary to the custom of other nations,that at the suggestion
" of Hon. R. H. Dana, Jr., the following congress repealed the
law, after which a square flag, blue, red or white, hoisted at the
mizzen, according to the seniority of the officer was adopted.
Next after the introduction of the grades of admiral, and vice
admiral, the device adopted for the admiral was four white
stars arranged as a diamond in a blue field to be hoisted at the
main (the flag of Farragut). For the vice admiral three white
five pointed stars arranged as an equilateral triangle on a blue
field to be hoisted at the fore. For rear admirals a square blue,
red or white flag at the mizzen according to their seniority with
two stars placed vertically in the centre of the flag. The color
of the stars, to be white when the flag was blue or red, and blue
when the flag was white. The commodore’s broad pennants
were swallow-tailed flags or banners, the same in color accord-
ing to their seniority as the rear admiral’s flags,and until the regu-
lation of 1866, were studded with a constellation of stars equal
in number to the statés of the Union, but by the regulations then
established, only one star in the centre, was emblazoned on their
field.

In 1869, another radical change was made in the designating
flags of admirals and commodores ; square flags with thirteen
alternate red and white stripes, were then prescribed for all the
grades of admirals, their position on the fore main or mizzen mast
showing the grade of the officer whether admiral, vice, or rear ; and
if two rear admirals should happen to meet in the same port in
command, then the junior is directed while in the presence of the
senior to wear two red stars perpendicular in a white canton on
the upper luff of the flag, The commodore’s pendant is swallow-
tailed, but otherwise like the admiral’s flag, and worn at the main
fore or according to seniority when more than one are in port
together. '

Each of the states of our Union and most of the territories has
a flag of its own, generally of one color, white, blue, or red, and
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blazoned with the arms of the state. This flag is carried by the
state militia into battle or on parade side by side with the national
standard. ‘The state flag of Vermont has thirteen stripes like
those on the national flag, and a blue union with onelarge white
star, bearing in its centre the state arms. The national standard
of Texas, in 1836, previous to its admission into our Union, was
a blue flag bearing a golden star in its centre. Its national flag
had a blue perpendicular stripe its whole width next the staff
bearing a white star, and the fly of the flag divided into two
equal horizontal stripes, white and red, white uppermost. The
naval flag of Texas was the same as our national flag, except
that the Union had but one white star. Since her admission to the
Union, Texas has legalized no other flag.

In answer to a letter of inquiry, the secretary of the state of
Towa in 1866, wrote me : “The state has no state flag other than
the stars and stripes, a large interest in which she claims ;” and
Brigham Young, in reply to a similar inquiry respecting Utah,
said, ¢ We have no territorial flag, our flag is that of the nation,
the stars and stripes.”

An interesting relic of the period of the revolution of 1776 is
the banner or flag of Count Pulaski, presented to him by the
Moravian sisters of Bethlehem, Penn.

Count Pulaski was appointed a brigadier in the Continental
army onthe 15th of Sept., 1777, just after the battle of the Brandy
wine, and was given the command of the cavalry.

He resigned the command in a few months, and obtained from
congress permission to raise and command an independent corps
to consist of 68 horse and 200 foot, which was chiefly raised and
fully organized in Baltimore in 1778. Pulaski visited Lafayette
while wounded and a recipient of the care and hospitality of the
Moravian sisters at Bethlehem, Penn. His presence, and event-
ful history made a deep impression upon the minds of that
community, and when informed that he was organizing a corps
of cavalry, they prepared a banner of crimson silk, with de-
signs beautifully wrought with the needle by their own hands
and sent it to Pulaski with their blessing. The memory of this
event has been embalmed in beautiful verse by Longfellow.

Pulaski received the banner with grateful acknowledgments,
and bore it gallantly through many a martial scene, until he fell
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in conflict at Savannah, in the autumn of 1779. His banner
was saved by his first lieutenant (who received fourteen wounds),
and delivered to Captain Bentalon, who on retiring from the
army, took the banner home with him to Baltimore. It was
used in the procession that welcomed Lafayette to that city in
1824, and was then deposited in- Peale’s Museum, where it was
ceremoniously received by several young ladies. Mr. Edmund
Peale presented it to the Maryland Historical Society, in 1844,
where it is now carefully preserved in a glass case. Little of
its former beauty remains. It is composed of double silk, now
faded to a dull brownish red. ' The designs on each side are
embroidered with yellow silk, the letters shaded with green, and a
deep bullion fringe ornaments the edge. The size of the banner
is twenty inches square. It was attached to a lance when borne
in the field.

On one side of the banner are the letters U. S., and in a circle
around them, the words Unrras VirTus Forcior — Union
makes valor stronger. The letter C in the last word is incor-
rect, it should be T. On the other side in the centre, is the all-
seeing eye, with the words Non Arius ReciT — No other
governs.

.

Pulaski’s Banner,

One of the most interesting of our Revolutionary flags is
the flag of Washington’s Life Guard which is preserved in the
Museum of Alexandria, Va. It is of white silk on which the de-
vice is neatly painted. One of the guard is holding a horse,
and in the act of receiving a flag from the Genius of Liberty per-
sonified as a woman leaning upon the Union shield, near which
is an American eagle. The motto of the corps, CONQUER OR

3
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Dik, is on a ribbon over the device. This Life Guard was a
distinct corps of mounted men, attached to the person of Wash-
ington, but never spared in battle. It was organized in 1776,
soon after the siege of Boston,
while the American army wasen-
camped near the city of New
York. It consisted of a major’s "
command, one hundred and eighty
men, and its chief bore the title
of captain commandant. The
uniform of the guard consisted
ofa blue coat with white facings,
white waistcoat and breeches,
blue half gaiters,and acocked hat
with a white plume. They
q carried muskets, and occasion-
ally side arms. Care was taken to have all the states, from which
the Continental army was supplied with troops, represented in
this corps.

Flag of the Washington Life Guards.

BANNERS, BANDEROLES, GUIDONS, PENNONS,
ENSIGNS, ETC.

BANNERs.

BANNER ; Dutch, Baniere ; French, Banniere ; German, Ban-
nier ; ltalian, Banda, Bandiera; Swedish, Baner.

A flag the bond-roll or bond sign, the sign of union, the flag
or standard under which men were united or bound for some
common purpose.

Various opinionsare entertained as to the etymology of the name.
Some derive it from the Latin bandum, a band or flag, others
from the German ban, a rallying point, a field, a tenement, be-
cause only landed men were allowed a banner. Others again’
believe it a corruption of panniere from pannus cloth, because
banners were originally made of cloth. The Germans are said

1 Shakespeare uses colors to denote military flags.
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to have fastened a streamer to a lance, which the duke carried
in front of the army, and which was called band, afterwards
a large cloth was used, ornamented with emblems and inscrip-
tions.

Knights wore a pointed flag, pennant, or streamer. Banner-
ets, or little banner men, were of a rank above a simple knight,
and yet below that of a baron. They were usually created on
a battle-field, when the candidate presented his pennon to the king
or general, who cut off the train of it, and thus making it square,
returned it to the danneret as the symbol of his increased rank.
From these customs may be traced the broad pennants worn by
commodores and the square flags of our admirals.

The form of the banner has been made to assume almost every
shape so small a parallelogram could be converted into, though
as a general rule in banners of cognizance or individual escutch-
eons, its size bore relation to the respective rank of the parties
thus the banner of an earl would be larger than that of a baron,
and his still larger than that of a banneret. Anciently banners
were plain, and of several colors, but they were early ornamented
with devices of men and animals, and finally used as a flying
shield to display the blazonry of the bearer, the symbols of a
nation, or the heraldry of a particular order, ora department of the
state. :

The banner, says Burke in his Heraldic Register for 1849-50,
is coeval with the introduction of heraldry, and dates conse-
quently from the 12th century. Itwas of nearly a square form,
and served as a rallying point of the several divisions of which
the army was composed. To judge from the siege of Carle-
verock,® it would seem that early in the 14th century there was
a banner to every twenty-five or thirty men at arms, and that
thus the battle array was marshaled. At that period the Eng-
lish forces comprised the tenants iz capite of the crown, with
their followers ; and it appears that such tenants were entitled
to lead their contingent under a banner of their arms; but the
precise number so furnished which conferred the privilege, has

! The siege of Carleverock is the title of a poem descriptive of the banners of the
peers and knights of the English army who were present at the seige of Carleverock
castle in Scotland, in Feb., 1301. A fine copy of this work has been rezently added
to the Boston Public Library.
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not been ascertained. When the tenant iz capite was unable to
attend in person from illness or other cause, he nevertheless sent
his quota of soldiers and archers the tenure of his lands en-
joined, and his banner was committed to the charge of a deputy
of equal rank to his own. Thus at Carleverock, the Bishop of
Durham sent one hundred and sixty of his men at arms, with
his banner, entrusted to John de Hastings ; and the good Edmund
Lord d’Eyncourt, who could not attend himself, ¢ ses deux bon
filz en son lieu mist,” sent his two brave sons in his stead with
his banner of blue billetée of gold, with a dancettée over all.
The right to bear a banner was confined to bannerets and per-
sons of higher rank. In 1361, Edward III granted to Sir Guy
de Bryan two hundred marks a year for having discreetly borne
the king’s banner at the siege of Calais, in 1347, and Thomas
Strickland, the esquire, who so gallantly sustained Henry’s banner
at Agincourt, urged the service as worthy of remuneration from
Henry VI. In Scotland the representative of the great house
of Scrymgsour still enjoys the honor of being hereditary banner
bearer of the queen, an office which by special grant Alex-
ander I, in 1107, appointed a member of the Carron family, and
gave him the title Scrimgeour, for his valor in a sharp fight.

Two manuscripts in the British Museum, not older in date
than the reign of Henry VIII, afford us the most authentic in-
formation as to the sizes of banners, standards and pennons ;
extracts from them are printed in an article on banners which
appeared in the Retrospective Review, in 1827. ‘That valuable
work, Excerpta Historica, has many interesting details on the
subject.

Everard, a correspondent of the Gentleman’s Magazine in
1792, is authority for stating that bannerets ¢ were feudal lords
who, possessing several large fees led their vassals to battle under
their own flag or banner when summoned thereto by the king,
whereas the bachlarius eques or little knights in contradistinction
to bannerets who were great knights, followed that of another.”
To be qualified for a banneret, one must have been a gentleman of
family, and must have had the power to raise a certain number of
armed men, with an estate enough to subsist twenty-eight or thirty

! Retrospective Rewiew, 2d series, vol. 1, page 113.
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men. This must have been very considerable in those days ; be-
cause each man, besides his servants, had two horsemen to wait on
him armed, the one with a cross bow, the other with a bow and
hatchet.

As noonewasallowedto be a baron who had not above thirteen
knights’ fees, so no one was admitted to be a banneret if he had
less than ten.

Some have it that bannerets were originally persons who had
some portions of a barony assigned them and enjoyed it under
the title aro proximus. Some again find the origin of bannerets
in France, others in Brittany ; others in England. These last
attribute the institution of bannerets to Conan, lieutenant of
Maximus, who commanded the Roman legions in England under
theempire of Gratian,in A.D. 383. This general, they say, re-
volting, divided England into forty cantons, and in the cantons
distributed forty knights, to whom he gave a power of assembling
on occasion under their several banners, as many of the effective
men as were found in their respective districts ; whencethey are
called bannerets. However this may be, Froissart says that
anciently such of the military men as were rich enough to raise
and subsist a company of armed men, and had a right to do so
were called bannerets. Not, however, that these qualifications
rendered them knights, but only bannerets; the appellation of
knights being only added thereto because they were simple
knights before. John Chandos is said to have been made a
banneret by the Black Prince, and the king of Castile at Najara,
April 3, 1367.

Bannerets in England were second to none but knights of the
garter. 'They were reputed the next degree below nobility, and
were allowed to bear arms with supporters ; which none else
could under a baron. 1n France the dignity was hereditary, but
in England it died with the person that gained it. The order
dwindled after the institution of baronets, or hereditary knight-
hood by King James I, in 1611, and at last became extinct in
England.* The last person created a banneret, was Sir John

S oy,

! The first baronet was Sir Nicolas Bacon, created May 22, 1611 5 baronets of Ire-
land, were created 1629 ; of Nova Scotia, 1625 ; all baronets created since the Irish
union 1801, are of the United Kingdom.
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Smith, who received the dignity after the Edge Hill fight for his
gallantry in rescuing the standard of Charles I (Oct. 23, 1642).
George III, however, revived it in 1764, and made Sir William
Erskine a banneret.

The banners of the knights of the garter, blazoned with their
arms, hang over their stalls or seats in Sir George’s Chapel at
Windsor. Those of the knights of the bath over their stalls
in Henry VID’s chapel, Westminster Abbey. In Roman Catholic
countries, banners form an important feature in religious services,
processions, etc. Before the reformation, all the monasteries in
England had banners preserved in their wardrobes, from which
they were brought, onanniversaries, festivals, and on’other import-
ant occasions, and sometimes displayed in battle. EdwardI paid
eight and a half pence per day to one of the priests of Beverley
for carrying in his army the banner of St. John, and one penny
per day while taking it back to his monastery.

The union jack of Great Britain is a religious banner, being
composed of the crosses of St. George, St. Andrew, and St.
Patrick. In former times, the corporations had their banners,
and the several trading companies — the livery companies of
London—still retain them for public occasions as do the St.
Patrick, St. Andrew, and other societies of the United States.
No political procession or demonstration, would be considered
complete in the United States without a display of banners.
The study of this subject is of the greatest importance to the
historical painter, and but few sources of information are available,

Drayton, in his Battle of Agincourt, says :

A silver town Dorset’s red banner bears,
The Cornishmen two wrestlers had for theirs.

All the great nobles of England and Scotland carried banners
blazoned with their family arms, thus:

Beauchamp, had a bear and ragged staff.

Fitzalan, The white horse of Arundel.

Vere, The blue boar.

Percy, The crescent and manacle, etc., etc., etc.

John of Dreux, Earl of Richmond, in the reign of Edward I,
bore a banner charged with the chequey coat of Dreux surrounded
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by a bordure of England and a cantonof Bretagne. The bordure
of England is described as ‘a red orle with yellow leopards.”
The banner of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, is thus
(see cut) simply represented on a window in
the Cathedral at Chartres, while on his shield
he carries a lion rampant. Banners and banner-
ols were usually carried at the funerals of the
great in England, from the 11th to the 16th
century. They consisted usually of the ban-
ners of the arms of the individual and of the
families to which he was allied ; but upon some
occasions ecclesiastical banners were displayed.
De Montfort’s In 1388, John Lord Montecute, brother of
Eanpess the Earl of Salisbury, ordered in his will that
no painting should be placed about his hearse, excepting one
banner of the arms of England, two charged with that of Mon-
tecute and two with the arms of Monthermer. It was custom-
ary in the 14th century for those who were either descended from
or nearly connected by marriage to the royal family, to use the
royal arms in some way or other in conjunction with their own.
Isabel, Countess of Suffolk, in 1416, and the Earl of Huntington,
in 1380, forbade any banners to be borne at their funerals, but
Richard, Earl of Salisbury, in 1458, ordered that at his interment
¢ there be banners, standards and other accoutrements according
as was usual to a person of his degree.” At the ceremony of
exposing the body of Richard II, in St. Paul’s Cathedral 1400,
four banners were affixed to the carriage or bier that supported
it ; of which two contained the arms of St. George, and the other
two the arms of Edward the Confessor. In 1542, Sir Gilbert
Talbot, of Grafton, desired that four banners should be carried
at his funeral, one of the Trinity, one of the Annunciation of
Our Lady, one of St. Johnthe Evangelist,and oneof St. Anthony;
and Sir David Owen, who died the same year, ordered by his will,
a dated 1529, that his body should be buried after the degree of
banneret, that is with helmet and sword, his coat armor, his banner,
his standard, and his pendant, and set over all a banner of the
Holy Trinity, one of Our Lady, and another of St. George, borne
after the order of a man of his degree ; and that the same should
be placed over his tomb in the priory of Essebourne.
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During the reigns of Edward VI, Mary, and Elizabeth, and
even later, care was observed that the proper banners should be
carried at the funerals of persons of rank.

The banderole or banmersl, was a small banner about a
yard square, several of which were carried at funerals. They
generally displayed the arms and the matches of thie deceased’s
ancestors, especially of those which
brought honor or estate into the
family. Thesearms filled the entire
flag, which is on some occasions
fringed with the principla metaland
color of the arms of the deceased.
The bannerol which was placed at
the head of Cromwell at his mag-
nificent funeral, exhibited his arms,
viz: Sable, a lion rampart argent;

Oliver Cromwell’s Funeral impaling Stuart or,on a fess CheekYa

Bannerol. argent and azure. An escutcheon
argent debruised with a bend fretty, or. At the restoration,
Cromwell’s body and those of some of his associates were dug
up, suspended on Tyburn gallows for a whole day, and then
buried under it. The head of Cromwell was taken off, carried
to Westminster Hall and fixed there, where it remained some time ;
but the great tempest at the commencement of 18th century blew
it down, when it was picked up by the great-grandfather of its
present possessor, a citizen of London — a significant commen-
tary on earthly greatness. ¢ The body of Cromwell, carried to
his burial in royal state, only a few years after his interment is
rudely torn from its last resting place, and the half decayed car-
cass, dragged by the heels through the mud and mire of London,
is hanged upon Tyburn tree, the head afterwards torn off and
placed so that.in grinning horror it ever looked towards the spot
where King Charles was executed.”

The guydon or guidon Fr. (derived from guide-honores), resem-
bled a banner in form and emblazonment, but was one-third
less in size, and frequently had the end rounded off. It was
the standard of a company of soldiers and borne by their cornet.

1 Fairkolt’s Dictionary of Terms of Art. ? Anonymou .



FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 25

“ The Guydhome must be two yards and a half, or three
yards longe, and therein shall no armes be putt, but only the
mans crest, cognizance & devyce, and from that, from his stand-
ard and streamer, a man may flee, but not from his banner or
pennon bearinge his armes.” :

¢ Place under the Guidhome fifty men, by the conduct of an
Esquire or gentleman.”*

Every guidon carried in chief, a cross, of St. George.

The Pexnon (Fr)., was a small*banner or streamer half the
size of the guidon, of a swallow-tailed form attached to the
handle of a spear or lance, such as the lancers of the present day
carry. Afterwards it became by increase
in length and breadth a military ensign,
and was charged with the crest badge, or
war cry of the knight: his arms being
emblazoned on his banner. The pennon
charged with a cross, is borne by St.
George, St. Michael, and St. Ursula : that
of John the Baptist is simply inscribed with
his words announcing the coming of
Christ: Ecce Agnus Dei. The illustra-
tion represents a pennon of the earliest form, and is copied from
one held by the figure of Sir John Daubernoun (1277), as repre-
sented on his monumental brass in the church of Stoke D’Au-
bernoun, Surrey.

A manuscript, giving the size of banners, etc., in the 15thcen-
tury says, * Every knight may have his pennon, if he be chiefe
captaineand init sett his armes ; andif he be made a Banneret by
the King or the Lieutenant, shall make a slitte in the end of the
pennon, and the heraldes shall raze it oute: and when a knight
is made a Banneret the heralds shall bringe him to his tente,
and receive for their fees, three pounds, eleven shillingsand four
pence for every bachelor knight, and the trumpetter twenty
shillings.”

EnsioN. Wal. insigna, Spa. ensena, Lat. insigne, Fre. en-
signe, also in English antient or ancient, applied both to the flag

!Manuscripts, British Museum.

4
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and its bearer. Edward the Black Prince commanded his * an-
cient” bearer, Sir Walter Woodland, to march forward.* King
Richard took with him on his crusade the standard and ensigns
of his kingdom.* Of late years, the national flag borne by
vessels whether of war or merchant ships have been known as
ensigns, and a grade of junior officers have been introduced into
the United States navy, who are styled ensigns, though their
duties do not necessarily have any connection with the colors.
The French also have a class of officers in their navy styled
ensigns de vasseausx.,

That celebrated piece of royal embroidery, the Bayeux ta-
pestry, said to be the handiwork of Matilda, the consort of
William the Conqueror, exhibits a complete display of the military
ensigns in use at the period of the conquest by both the Norman
invaders and the Saxon occupants of England.* The opposite
examples taken from it afford an idea of the shape and devices of
the ensigns of the military chieftains of the r1th century.

The Bayeux tapestry is #ineteen inches wide, and two hundred
and fourteen feet long, and is divided into compartments showing
the events from Harold’s visit to the Norman court, to his death
at Hastings ; it is now preserved in the public library at Bayeux,
near Caen, Normandy. A copy drawn by C. Stothard, and
colored after the originals, was published by the Society of Anti-
quaries in 1821-3. It has been recently announced that a fac
simile in chromo-lithograph, the full size of the original, is to be
published.

Gonranons. Dr. Myrick considersthe small pennon attached
to a lance in the hand of William the Conqueror on his great
seal as a gonfanon, differing from a banner in this respect ; he says
that instead of being square, and fastened to a tronsure bar, the
gonfanon though of the same figure was fixed in a frame, made
to turn like a modern ship’s vane, with two or three streamers or
tails. The object of the gonfanon was principally to render great
people mare conspicuous to their followers, and to terrify the
horses of their adversaries, hence the gonfanon became a mark
of dignity. From the Bayeux tapestry it would appear that a
kind of standard was borne near the person of the commander

1 Boutells Heraldry. 2 Stow. ¥ Hakluyt.
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in chief, and which is described by the writer of the period as a -
gonfanon. Wace says:

The barons had gonfanons,

The knights had pennons.

The Conqueror’s gonfanonas depicted on the Bayeux tapestry *
has three tails, and is white within a blue border charged with a
Ccross, or.

Tue EArLY USE OF ENsiGNs AND COLORS ON BOARD SHIPS.

According to Wilkinson and Bonomi there are no flags de-
picted upon either Egyptian or Assyrian representations of vessels ;
but in lieu of a flag, certain devices are embroidered on the sail,
such as a phenix, flowers, etc., whence the sails bearing the
device was called zes or ensign.

The utility of vanes and pennons must have been soon sug-
gested, as a means of ascertaining the direction of the wind.
The blazoning them with the arms of the owner, or the name
ofthe vessel naturally followed. Livy mentions that Scipio(B. C.
202), was met by a ship of the Carthaginians * garnished with
infules, ribbands and white flags of peace,
and beset with branches of olives, etc,
A medal of thetime of Antiochus VII,
king of Syria, B. C. 123, shows a
galley without mast or sail having a
swallow-tailed flag, not slung upon a
spreader but hoisted on an ensign staff
abaft. The prophet Ezekiel, whose
prophecies date some 600 years B.C., when metaphorically com-
paring the maritime city of Tyre to one of the ships by which
they carried on their commerce, speaksof her banner as made of
fine linen.

The illuminated copies of Froissart’s Chronicles in the British
Museum present many curious illustrations of the manner of
carrying the flags at sea. Some of the vessels have a man at
arms in the top holding on a staff the banner of the nation to
which it belongs. One of the illuminations of the time of Henry

1 Retrospective Rewview.
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VI, (1430-61), represents a ship with shields slung along her
topsides, a very ancient practice, which was continued by painting
the arms and devices on the bulwarks, and from whence come
the figure heads and stern carvings of modern ships. In some
instances the banners of ships were consecrated. Baldwin, Earl
of Flanders (1204), had one of thisdescription, and William the
Conqueror, when he invaded England (1066), hoisted at the mast-
head of the Asra,* the ship that conveyed him to its shores, a
square white banner. ‘This banner was charged with a gold
cross within a blue border, surmounted by another cross of gold
consecrated by Pope Alexander II, expressly for the occasion.

A variety of colors were borne by ships in the fourteenth
century. Besides the national banner of St. George and the
banner of the king’s army, which, after the year 1340, consisted
of three lions of England quartered with the arms of France —
azure semée of gold fleur-de-lys —every ship had pennoncels
with the arms of St. George and two streamers charged with
the image of the saint after whom she was called, but if she had
not a Christian name, the streamers contained other charges.
About 1346, one hundred and sixty pennoncels, with” the
arms of St. George, were made for ships. The standards of St.
George had sometimes a leopard, 7. ¢., the lion of England, in
chief.

In 1337, the St. Botolph and the Nicholas carried streamers
with the images of the saints of those names. These streamers
were from fourteen to thirty-two ells long, and from three to
five in breadth.  Before the battle of Espagnols sur Mer, in 1350,
two standards and two streamers were issued to all the king’s
ships, those called after saints having their effigies. Some of
the other streamers were peculiar. That of the Jerusalem
was white and red, and contained white dragons, green lozenges,
and leopards’ heads. That of the Edward had the king’s arms
with an E, and the streamer and banner of the ship appointed for
the king’s wardrobe, was charged:- with his arms and a dlack
key. 'T'wo gonfanons are stated to have once been supplied to

‘Her name, The Mira or Mora, is supposed to mean Mansion. She was presented
to the Conqueror by his Dutchess Matilda as a parting gift. A picture of her is
preserved on the Bayeux tapestry., Her sail is painted in three stripes,viz: red or
brown, yellow, and red. All the ships of William’s fleet were painted in horizontal
stripes differently colored. The Mora was painted alternately brown and blue.
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ships, probably to distinguish the vessels that bore them from
other vessels. Also a streamer charged with a dragon.

STREAMERs were considered ‘warlike ensigns, for one of the
requisitions made to the mayor of Lynn on the part of the
French ambassadors appointed to carry the treaty of Montreuil
into effect, was, that the masters of ships belonging to Lynn,
who were going to those ambassadors in Hainault, should be
forbidden to bear unusual streamers, or other signs of mortal
war, until commanded to do so by the king, to avoid incurring
the dangers mentioned in the eighth article of a convention
agreed to before Pope Boniface the Eighth, for settling some
disputes between the French and the inhabitants of Lynn, and
of other maritime towns of England and Gascony.

The banner of the admiral of a fleet was hoisted on board
his ship ; and when any eminent person was passenger, his
banner seems also to have been displayed. In 1337, Sir John
Roos, admiral of the northern fleet, was sent to convey the
bishop of Lincoln and the earls of Salisbury and Huntingdon, on
their return to England from a foreign mission; and the
Christopher was furnished with banners of the arms of Sir
John Roos, of the bishop of Lincoln, and of the earl of Salis-
bury. These banners were one ell and three-quarters long, and
two cloths wide. The Christopher also received a banner
of the king’s arms, and two worsted standards, which were nine
ells long and three cloths wide.

Besides streamers containing a representation of the saint
after whom a ship was named, his image seems to have been
likewise sent onboard. When Edward the Third embarked in
his cog, the T'homas, in 18 50, before the battle with the Spaniards,
an image of St. Thomas appears to have been made for that
vessel ; and an image of our lady which had been captured in
a ship at sea by John de Ryngeborne, was carefully conveyed
from Westminster to Eltham, and there delivered té the king,
in February, 1376. Targets and pavises, or large shields, great
numbers of which were placed on every ship, were sometimes
painted with the arms of St. George, and at others with an es-
cutcheon of the king’s arms within the garter.*

1 Sir N. Harris Nicolas’s History of the Royal Nawy, vol. 1.
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On a manuscript relating the principal events in the life of
Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, written by John Rous, a
chanting priest of Guy’s CIliff, there is a representation of a ship
having amain and mizzen mast
with the sail braced up for sail-
ing on a wind, contrary to the
earlier practice of sailing al-
ways before the wind. The
streamer does not fly in ac-
cordance with the angle of the
sail ; but this anomaly by the
priestly artist may be supposed
to have arisen from his desire
to make the best display of
the armorial bearings on the streamer, which it appears from
the following bill copied from the original preserved in Dug-
dale’s WWarwickshire, was made in 1437, viz:

“These be the parcells that Will Seburg, citizen and peyn-
tour of London, hath delivered in the month of Juyn (July) the
xv yeer of the reign of King Harry Sext (1437) to John Ray,
taillour of the same city, for the use and stuff of my Lord
Warwick.

‘Jtem, for a grete Stremour for the ship of xI yerds
lenght, and vij. yerdesinbrede, with a grete Bear and
Gryfon holding a ragged staff, poudrid full of ragged
staves, and for a grete crosse of St. George, for the
lymming and portraying 1. 6. 8.

Item, for a guiton for the shippe, of viij. yerdes long,
poudrid full of ragged staves, for the lymming and
workmanship 0. 2. 0.

“Item, iij. Pennons of satyn entreteyned with
ragged staves, for the lymming full of ragged staves,
price the piece, ijs, R B o

The gryfor mentioned in this account, does not appear on
the streamer; but probably it was painted on the side that is
not seen ; and with this exception, the streamer of the ship is
identified with that described in the bill, and shows that the
ship was equipped July, 1437. The use of streamers was
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confined to ships, and $till exists in the narrow pennant or
coach whip pennants of modern ships of war.

When Eustace, the monk, in 1217 put to sea from Calais with
a fleet of eighty ships besides galleys and smaller craft intending
to proceed up the Thames to London, and was descried off the
coast of England, a writer of the time says, some one exclaimed
“Is there any one among you who is this day ready to die for
England,” and was answered by another ¢ Here am 1. When
the first speaker observed, ¢ T'ake with thee an axe and when thou
seest us engaging the tyrant’s ship, climb up the mast, and cut
down the banner, that the other vessels may be dispersed for the
want of a leader.”” From this we may infer that the French
commander of a fleet carried a distinguishing banner.  Yet nothing
can be found showing that the English admiral in the reign of
Edward II, bore any distinguishing ensign by day ; but as the
admiral and his vice admiral certainly carried distinguishing lights
by night, it is extremely probable that his ship should have been
indicated by having his banner at the mast head, and which
agrees with the fact that vessels were supplied with the banner
of the admiral who sailed in them. In 1346, on an expedition
against Normandy, Froissart says Edward took the ensign from
the admiral, the Earl of Warwick, and declared that he himself
would be admiral on the voyage, and running ahead, led the fleet.

On a rose noble of Edward III, the king is represented as stand-
ing on a ship which carries at its mast head a pennon of St.
George.* On a rose noble of Queen Elizabeth, her majesty is
seated in the ship, which is charged witha Tudorrgse and carries
at the bow a banner bearing an initial letter—a gothic E.

In 1520, Henry VII, ordered built a great ship such as had
never been seen in England, which was called the Harry Grace
de Dieu, or Great Harry. A drawing of her, preserved in the
Pepsian collection at Cambridge, England, shows her at anchor
profusely decorated with twenty-five flags and standards. The
ship has four masts and the high poop and forecastle of those

!For a description of this rose noble,see The American Fournal of Numismatics for
Jan. 1872, also Entick’s Nawal History, published 1757. It was coined to assert
King Edward’s dominion of the sea, title to France, and to commemorate his
Naval victory over the French fleetin 1340 ; the greatest that had ever been obtained
at sea by the English, and the first wherein a king of England had commanded in
person, wherein the French are said to have lost 30,000 men.
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times. Each of her round tops at her lower and topmast’s heads,
and the bowsprit end (nine in all), are furnished with a streamer
or standard bearing a cross of St. George at the luff, with theends
divided longitudinally by a red and white stripe, the red in chief.
At three of the mastheads are St. George ensigns, and on the
principal mast a flag or standard blazoned with the royal arms,
and having a St. George cross in the fly. The poop, waist, and
forecastle show a line of flags or banners, two of which are St.
George flags with a blue fly bearing a fleur de lis, and oze bear-
ing a rose, also fwo plain blue flags charged with a fleur de lis and
rose. Fourarestriped horizontally red and white, and four striped
horizontally yellow and white.

A drawing of the same ship under sail given by Allen exhibits
a banner with theroyal arms at the main masthead, a blue banner
bearing a rose on the mast next abaft it and St, George flags
white witha red cross atboth the foreand mizzen mast-heads. A
large royal standard on the ensign staff at poop, and seven stream-
ers or standards of various colors and devices, scattered about
the rigging. ;

An engraving prefixed to Heywood’s description of the Sove-
reign of the Seas, built in 1637 by Charles I, and which ¢ was
just as many tons burthen as the year of our Lord in which she
was built,” shows that famous ship with four masts. A white
ensign cantoned with a St. George’s cross flies from a staff on a
bowsprit, and a St. George flag or jack at the fore. A banner
blazoned with the royal armsis at the main,and the unionjack of
1606 at the mast next abaft.

A better picture of the same ship painted by Vanderveldt ex-
hibits her with only three masts, and under sail, with a union
jack at the bowsprit. A banner bearing the royal arms and
supporters is on the ensignstaff, and flags at the fore and mizzen
mastheads, are blazoned with the crown and royal cypher sur-
rounded by the garter and mottoes on ribbons.

A ship on the tapestry of the house of lords, which has since
been destroyed by fire, exhibited the royal standard at the main,
swallow tailed banners at the fore and mizzen, and a St. George
ensign.

In a very old representation of the fight with the Spanish
armada on the coast of England, which has been engraved, all
the ships wear ensigns, flags and streamers.

Eali
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The Venetian galleys of the 14th century carried blue
banners and ensigns, blazoned with the winged lion and book
of St. Mark, or.

A manuscript in the British Museum ofthe time of Henry VIII,
assigning directions relative to the size of banners, standards,
etc., says, * A streamer shall stand in the toppe of a shippe, or
in the fore castle, and therein be putt no armes, but in mans
conceit or device, and may be of the lengthe of twenty, thirty,
forty or sixty yardes, and it is slitte as well as a guyd homme or
standarde, and that may a gentler man or any other have and
beare.” This answers to the description of the modern coach
ship pennant used to denote the commander of a single ship of
war.

When William, Prince of Orange,sailed for England on the
21st Oct., 1688, with five hundred sail, he carried the flag of
England, and his own arms with this motto : * I will maintain
the Protestant Religion and the Liberties of England.”

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SEA.— STRIKING FLAGS.

As early asthe reign of King John (A. D. 1200 - 13), England
claimed the sovereignty of the narrow seas, surrounding her
bright little isle, and it was enacted that if any commanders of
the fleets should meet with those of foreign nations at sea, the
masters of which refused to strike to the English flag, such ships
or vessels, if taken, should be deemed good and lawful prizes,
though the state to which they belonged was at peace with
England.*

In the reign of Mary, 1554, a Spanish fleet of one hundred
and sixty sail, baving Philip their king on board to espouse
Queen Mary, fell in with that of England under the command
of Lord Wm. Howard, lord high admiral in the narrow seas,
consisting of twenty-eight sail. Philip had the fag of Spain
flying at the main topmast head, and would have passed the
English fleet without paying the customary honors, had not the
English admiral fired a shot at the Spanish admiral, and forced
the whole fleet to strike their colorsy and lower their topsails as an

! Kent’s Biog. Nau., vol. 1.
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homage to the English flag before he would permit his squadron
to salute the Spanish prince.

In the reign of James I, in 1604, a dispute having arisen be-
tween the English and Dutch with respect to the compliment of
the flag, a fleet was sent to sea under the command of Sir Wm.
Monson who on his arrival in the Downs for Calais discovered
a squadron of Dutch men of war, whose admiral, on Sir William
Monson’s passing their squadron, struck his flag three times.
This Englishadmiral, not satisfied with the compliment, persisted
in his keeping it struck during his cruise on the English coast.

Nov. 1625. Sir Robert Mansell fell in with six French men
of war on the coast of Spain, and obliged their admiral to strike
his flag, and pay him the usual compliments.

In 1629, the various disputes constantly arising respecting
the honor of the flag, which the English claimed, induced the
famous Hugo Gratius to writea treatise called Mare Liberum, on
the futility of the English title to the dominion of the sea, which
he considered was a gift from God common to all nations.

In 1634, Mr. Selden wrote a treatise in answer, called Mare
Clausem, in which he asserts that Britons ¢ have an hereditary
and uninterrupted right to the sovereignty of their seas conveyed
to them from their ancestors, in trust for their latest posterity.”
A copy of this book was ordered by the king “ to be kept in the
Court of Admiralty, there to remain as a just evidence of our
dominion of the sea.” A proclamation was published the same
year asserting thé sovereignty of the sea, and to regulate the
manner of wearing the flag.

In 1635, the combined fleets of France and Holland vaunt-
ingly gave out that they intended to assert their own independ-
ence and to dispute that prerogative which the English claimed
in the narrow seas ; but as soon as they were informed an English
fleet of forty ships was at sea, and in search of them, they quitted
the English coast and returned to their own.

On the 20th of Aug., 1636, the Dutch vice admiral, Van Dorp,
saluted the English admiral, the Earl of Northumberland, by
lowering his topsails, striking his flag, and firing of guns; and the
same year on the earl’s return to the Downs, he discovered
twenty-six sail of Spaniards bound to Dunkirk, who upon his
approach paid him like marks of respect.



36 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE

On the 4th of April, 1654, a peace was concluded between
England and Holland, by which the Dutch, in one of their
articles, consented to acknowledge the sovereignty of the sea
to the English.

¢« That the ships of the Dutch, as well ships of war as others,
meeting any of the ships of war-of the English commonwealth’
in the British seas, shall strike their flags, and lower their top-
sail, in such manner as hath ever been at any time heretofore
practiced under any forms of government.”

This appears to be the first instance of England’s establishing
her right by a formal treaty.*

In 1673, an order was issued to all the commanders of his
majesty’s ships of war, that in future they were not to require from
the ships of war of France the striking of the flag or topsail, or
salute ; neither were they to give any salute to those of the
Christian king.?

On the gth Feb., 1764, another treaty was made with Holland,
in which it was stipulated, that any Dutch ships of war or others
meeting those of the king of Great Britain, ‘“in any of the seas
from Cape Finnisterre to the middle point of the land Van
Staten in Norway, shall strike their topsail and lower their flag,
in the same manner, and with the like testimony of respect, as
has been usually paid at any time or place heretofore by the
Dutch ships, to those of the king or his ancestors.”

In 1704, a dispute arose at Lisbon respecting the ceremony
of the flag, in which the English admiral Sir George Rooke, the
king of Spain, and the king of Portugal, were participators. The
king of Portugal required that on his coming on board the ad-
miral’s ship in his barge of state, and striking his standard, the
English flag might be struck at the same time ; and that when
his catholic majesty, with himself, should go off from the ship,
his standard might be hoisted, and the admiral’s flag continued
struck until they were on shore. This proposition was made
from the king of Portugal to the king of Spain. The admiral
replied, ““that his majesty so long as he should be on board,
might command the flag to be struck when he pleased ; but that
whenever he left the ship, he was himself admiral, and obliged

L Anderson’s Origin of Commerce, vol. 1. * Memoirs Relating to the Navy.
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to execute his commission by immediately hoisting his flag.” “So
the flag of England was no longer struck than the standard of
Portugal.”’*

As late as 1769, a French frigate anchored in the Downs,
without paying the customary salute, and Capt. John Hollwell
of the Apollofrigate sentan officer on board to demand it. The
French captain refused to comply ; upon which Capt. H. ordered
the Hawke sloop of war to fire two shots over her, when he
thought proper to strike his colors and salute.

Falconer’s Dictionary, published the same year, giving the prin-
cipal regulations in the royal navy with regard to salutes, says :
¢¢ All foreign ships of war are expected to takein their flag and strike
their topsails in acknowledgment of his majesty’ssovereignty in his
majesty’s seas, and, if they refuse, it is enjoined to all flag officers
and commanders to use their utmost endeavors to compel them
thereto, and not suffer any dishonor to be done his majesty.*”
“ And it is to be observed in his majesty’s seas his majesty’s
ships are in no wise to strike to any ; and that in other parts, no
ship is to strike her flag or topsail to any foreigner, unless such
foreign ship shall have first struck or at the same time strike her
flag or topsail to his majesty’s ship.” '

Instances of former British arrrogance in claiming this sove-
reignty of the narrow seas, so called, could be multiplied.

The present rule for ships of the United States meeting the
flag ships of war of other nations at sea, or in foreign parts, is for
the United States vessel to salute the foreign ship first if she be
commanded by an officer his superior in rank, and he receives
assurance that he will receive gun for gun in return. The
national flag of the vessel saluted is displayed at the fore and the
jib hoisted at the first gun and hauled down at the last.

¢ No vessel of the navy is to lower her sails or dip her colors
to another vessel of the navy ; but should a foreign vessel or
merchant vessel of the United States dip her colors or lower
her sails to any vessel of the navy, the compliment shall be in-
stantly returned.”

1 Campbell’s Lives of the Admirals, vol. 1m1. Fames’s Naval History; Lediards
ditto; Entick’sditto; Burchet's ditto 5 Harris's Hist. Royal Nawy ; Scomberg’s Naval Chro-
nology, etc.
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MASONIC STANDARDS. — STANDARD OF THE KNIGHTS
TEMPLAR.

Masonic Stanparps. The standard designated as the
principal or general standard of symbolic masonry, is described as
follows :

The escutcheon or shicld on the banner is divided into four
compartments or quarters by a green cross, over which a nar-
rower one of the same length of limb, and of a yellow color, is
placed, forming what is called a cross wvert, voided or ; each of
the compartments formed by the limits of the cross is occupied
by a different device. In the first quarter, is placed a golden
lion in a field of blue, to represent the standard of the tribe of
Judah ; inthe second, a black ox on a field of gold to represent
Ephraim ; in the third,a man in a field of gold to represent
Reuben, and in the fourth, a golden eagle, on a blue ground to
represent Dan.  Over all is placed on a crest, an ark of the
covenant, and the motto is ¢ Holiness to the Lord.” Besides
this, there are six other standards proper to be borne in proces-
sions, the material of which must be white bordered with a blue
fringe, or ribbon, and on each of which is incribed one of the
following words: Fartu, Hope, CHARITY, W1sDOM, STRENGTH,
BeavuTy.

In the royal arch degree, as recognized in the United States,
there are five standards :

' The royal arch captain carries a white standard emblematic
of purity of heart and rectitude of conduct.

The standard of the master of the third vail is scarlet,
emblematic of fervency and zeal, and is the appropriate color
of the royal arch degree.  °

The standard of the master of the second vail is purple
which is emblematic of union, being a due mixture of blue and
scarlet, the appropriate colors of the symbolic and royal arch
degrees ; and this teaches to cultivate the spirit of harmony and
love between brethren of the symbolic and companions of the
sublime degrees which should ever distinguish the members of
a society founded upon the principle of everlasting truthand uni-
versal philanthropy.
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The standard of the master of the first vail is blue, the
peculiar color of the ancient craft, or symbolic degrees, which is
emblematic of universal friendship and benevolence.

In the royal arch degrees, as practiced inthe chapters of Eng-
land, twelve standards are used illustrating the twelve tribes of
Israel, which are as follows :

1 Judah, scarlet, a lion couchant. 7 Ephraim, green, an ox.

2 Issachar, blue, an ass. 8 Manasseh, flesh color, a
3 Zebulon, purple, a ship. vine by theside of a wall.
4 Reuben, red, a man. 9 Benjamin, green, a wolf.
5 Simeon, yellow, a sword. 10 Dan, green, an eagle.
6 Gad, white, a troop of horse- 11 Asher, purple, a cup.

men. 12 Naphtali, blue, a hind.

The banner, or grand standard, of masonic knighthood is of
white silk, six feet in height, and five feet in width, made tripar-
tite at the bottom, fastened at the top, to the cross bar by nine
rings. In the centre of the standard, a blood red passion cross
edged with gold over which is the motto * fr boc signo vinces” and
under *“ Non nobis Dominiy non nobis sed nomini tuo da Gloriam I”’
The cross is four feet long, and both upright, and is seven
inches wide. On the topof the staffis a gilded ball or globe four
inches in diameter surmounted by a patriarchal cross twelve
inches in height. , s

The grand standard of the ancient and accepted Scottish rite
is of silk three and a half feet long by two and a half wide,
edged with gold, gold fringe and tassels. ,In the centre a double
headed eagle under which on a blue scroll the motto ¢ DEus
MEeumQuE Jus.” In the upper part of a triangle irradiated over
the crowned heads of the eagle, are the figures 33 in the centre.”

Kn~i1GuTs TEMPLAR originated in the piety of nine French
knights, who in 1118 followed Godfrey de Bouillon to the Cru-
sades. They were suppressed March 22, 1312.

St. Bernard thus described the Knights T'emplar in their early
days : ““They lived without anything they could call their own.

Y Macoy’s Cyclopedia of Masonry.
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Not even their fair will : they are generally simply dressed,
and covered with dust, their faces embrowned with the burning
sun, and a fixed, severe expression. On the eve of battle, they
arm themselves with faith within and steel without ; these are
their only decoration, and they use them with valor, in the
greatest perils fearing neither the number nor the strength of the
barbarians. = Their whole confidence is placed in the God of
armies, and fighting for his cause they seek death. Oh, happy
way of life, in which they can await death without fear, desire
it with joy, and receive it with assurance!”” The oath they
took on their entrance, was found in the archives of the Abbey
of Accobaga, in Aragon ; it isas follows:

] swear to consecrate my words, my arms, my strength and
my life to the defense of the mysteries of the faith ; and that of
the unity of God. I also promise to be submissive and obe-
dient to the grand master of the order. Whenever it is needful
I will cross seas to fight. I will give help against all infidel
kings and princes ; and in the presence of three enemies, I will
not fly, but fight, if they are infidels.”

The Knights Templar, instituted A. D. 1118 by Baldwin
II, of Jerusalem, carried at their head their celebrated standard,
called the beauceant or
seant, which bore the
motto:  “ Non nobis
Domine, non nobis sed
nomini tuo da gloriam ;7
and after this they
marched to battlerecit-
ing prayers, having first
receivedthe holy sacra-
ment. Itwasin 1237,
that the knight who
carried the beauceant
in an action when the
Mussulmans had the
advantage, held it raised
above his head until his conquerors, with redoubled blows, had
pierced his whole body and cut off both his hands.

Knights Templar Standards,
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The beauceant was of woolen or silk stuff six feet in height
and five feet in width, and tripartite at the bottom, fastened at the
top to the cross bar by ninerings. 'The upper half of the stand-
ard is black, and the lower half white. The illustration of this
standard is as it is represented in the Temple church at London.
They also displayed above their formidable lance, a second
banner of their own colors, white, charged
with the cross of the order of eight points.

In 1309, the Knights Templar were

suppressed, and by a papal bull, dated April
3, 1312, their order wasabolished. Num-
bers of the order were tried, condemned
and burnt alive or hanged 1308-10, and
it suffered great persecutions throughout
Europe : eighty-eight were burnt at Paris,
1310. The grand master De Molay was
| burnt alive at Paris, March, 1314.
i The banner of the Hospitallers of St.
John of Jerusalem was charged with a
white or silver cross of eight points. They
were also called Knights of St. John and Knights of Rhodes, and
finally Knights of Malta. The order was founded about 1099
and confirmed by the pope, 1113. The Emperor Paul of
Russia, declared himself grand master of the order, June, 1799,
and the Czar of Russia has continued to be the grand master
and patron of the order to the present time.

Hospitaller’s Standard.

ANCIENT MILITARY STANDARDS. THE EGYPTIAN, GRE-
CIAN, HEBREW, ASSYRIAN, PERSIAN STANDARDS.

OF STANDARDS.

The ancient military standards consisted of a symbol carried
ona pole. In more modern times they were the largest and
most important flags borne. Fixed on the tops of towers or
elevated places, or on platforms, and always the rallying point in
battle, they obtained the name of standards from being stationary.
Ducange derives the name from standarum or stantarum, stan-
dardum, standate, used in corrupt Latin to signify the principal
flag in an army. Menage derives it fromthe German stander, or
English stand.
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The EcypT1ANs, according to Diodorus, carried an animal at
the end of a spear as their standard. Sir G. Wilkinson in his

=

T

Egyptian Standards, from Wilkinson.

work on the ancient Egyptians, speaking of their armies says
(1, 294), “Each battalion and indeed each company had its

Standards of Pharaoh.

particular standard which represented
a sacred subject, a king’s name, a
sacred boat, an animal or some em-"
blematical device.” Among the
Egyptian sculptures and paintings
there also appear standards which
either resemble at top a rounded
headed table-knife, or an expanded
semi-circular fan. Another of their
ancient standards wasan eagle stripped
of its feathers — the emblem of the
Nile. The illustration represents a

group of Egyptian standards as they were used in the army in

the time of Pharaoh.?

1 Ten Thousand Wonderful Things.
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The GREEKs set up a piece of armor at the end of a spear
as a rallying signal, though Homer makes Agamemnon after-
wards use a purple vail with which to rally his men. The Athe-
nians bore an owl, the emblem of Minerva, and the olive fora
standard.  Other nations the effigies of their tutelary gods, or
their particular symbols at the end of a spear. Thus: the Co-
rinthians bore a winged horse or Pegasus on theirs. The Mes-
senians, the letter /4. The Lacedemonians the letter L, in
Greek A. Alexander, called the Great, when he began to
claim for himself a divine origin, caused a standard to be pre-
pared, inscribed with the title of Soz of° Ammon, and planted it
near the image of Hercules, which as that of his tutelary deity
was the ensign of the Grecian host.

The HeBrEws in the time of Moses had their emblems.
We find in the second of Numbers, 1491 B.C., 1st chap., 52d
verse, the children of Israel directed to *¢ pitch their tents every
man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard
throughout the hosts,” and 2d chapter 2d verse, every man was
““to pitch by his own standard of their father’s house far off about
the tabernacle.”

In the wilderness, says Adam Clarke, they were marshalled
according to their tribes, each tribe being subdivided into families.
Every head of a subdivision or thousand was furnished with an
ensign or standard under which his followers arranged themselves
according to a preconcerted plan, both when in camp and when
on the march ; and thus all confusion was prevented how hastily
soever the order might be given to proceed or halt and pitch
their tents. Thefour leading divisions, viz : Reuben, Ephraim,
Judah and Dan, were designated by the component parts of the
cherubim and seraphim, a man, an ox, a lion, and an eagle.
According to the Talmudists, the standard of Judah had on
it a lion painted with this inscription ¢ Rise, Lord, let thine ene-
mies be dispersed, and let those that hate thee flee before thee,” They
gave to Iscachar, an ass ; to Zebulon, a ship ; to Reuben, a river
and sometimesthe figure of a man ; to Simeon, a sword ; to Gad,
a lion ; to Manasseh, an ox ; to’ Benjamin, a-wolf ; to Dan, a
serpent or an eagle. The ensign of Asher was a handful of
corn, and that of Naphtali a stag.

!See pages 38, 39.



44 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE

Allusions to standards, banners, and ensigns are frequent in
the Holy Scriptures. The post of standard bearer was atall times
of the greatest importance, and none but officers of approved
valor were ever chosen for such service ; hence Jehovah, de-
scribing the ruin and discomfiture which he was about to bring
on the haughty king of Assyria, says, “ And they shall be as
when 2 standard bearer fainteth.”

AssyRIAN STaNDARDs. Among the sculptures of Nineveh,
which Layard brought to light, are representations of the

2y standards of the Assyri-
ans carried by charioteers.
These sculptures have only
two devices: One of a
figure standing on a bull
and drawing a bow; the
other two bulls running in
opposite directions, sup-
posed the symbols of peace
and war.

PERSIAN  STANDARDS.
The standard of ancient
Persia, adopted by Cyrus,
according to Herodotus, and Xenophon, and perpetuated, was
a golden eagle with outstretched wings painted on a white flag.

The standard of Koah, the sacred standard of the Persians,
was originally the leathern apron of the blacksmith, Kairah or
Koah, which he reared as a banner B. C. 8oo, when he aroused
the people and delivered Persia from the tyranny of Sohek or
Bivar, surnamed Deh-ak (ten vices). It was embroidered with
gold, and enlarged from time to time with costly silk, until it
was twenty-two feet long, and fifteen broad ; and was decorated
with gems of inestimable value. With this standard the fate
of the kingdom was believed by superstitious Persians to be
connected. i

This standard was victorious over the Moslems at the battle
of Elliser, or the battle of the bridge, A. D. 634, and was cap-
tured by them two years later at the battle of Kadesir, which the
Persians call, of Armath; the Moslems, * The day of succor

Assyrian Standards.
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from the timely arrival of reenforcements.” To the soldier who
captured it thirty thousand pieces of gold was paid by command
of Saad, and the jewels with which it was studded were put with
the other booty. In this battle, which is as famous among the
Arabs as Arbela among the Greeks, thirty thousand Persians
are said to have fallen, and seven thousand Moslems.* Thus
after 1434 years service this standard was destroyed.

THE ROMAN STANDARDS.

Each legion of the Roman army was divided into ten cohorts,
each cohort into three maniples, each maniple into two centurions,
which would give sixty centurions to a legion, the regular force
of which was therefore 6,000 ; but sometimes the number of men
in a legion varied, and in the time of Polybius, a legion had but
* four thousand two hundred.

When the army came near a place of encampment, some of the
tribunes and centurions, with proper persons appointed for that
service, were sent to mark out the ground, and assigned to each
his proper quarters which they did by erecting flags (vexillas) of
different colors. The place for the general’s tent was marked
with a white flag.

Each century,or at least each maniple, had its proper standard
and standard bearer. Thestandard of a manipulus in the time of
Romuluswas abundle of hay tiedtoapole. Afterwardsa spear with
a cross piece of wood on the top, sometimes the figure of a hand
above, probably in allusion to the word manipulus, and below
a small round or oval shield on which were represented the images
of warlike deities, as Mars or Minerva, and in later times of the
emperors or of their favorites. Hence the standards were
called nusmeria legionum and worshiped with religious adoration.
There were also standards of the cohorts. The standards of
the different divisions of the army had certain letters inscribed on
them, to distinguish the one from the other. The standard of
the cavalry was called vexillum (a flag or banner) from being a
square piece of cloth fixed on the end of a spear, and Czsar
mentions it as used by the foot particularly by the veterans who

M rving's Successors of Makomet.
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had served out their time ; but under the emperors were still
retained in the army, and fought in bodies distinct from the
legion and under a particular standard of their own, Hence
these veterans were called vexillarii.

To lose the standard was always disgraceful, particularly to
the standard bearer, and was at times a capital crime. To ani-
mate the soldiers their standards were sometimes thrown among
the enemy. After a time a horse, a
bear, and other animals, were substituted
for the bundle of hay, open hand, etc.
In the second year of the consulate of
Marius, 87 B.C., a silver eagle, with
expanded wings, on the top of a spear
with the thunderbolt in its claws the
emblem of Jove, signifying might and
power, with the figure of a small chapel
above it, was assumed as the common

standard of the legion, hence aguita is

Bronse borse one half the sie y )

oftheriginal proserved often put for legion. The. place for th1§
standard was near the ordinary place of
the general, in the centre of the army. When a general after
having consulted the auspices, had determined to lead forth his
troops against the enemy, a red flag was displayed on a spear from
the top of the pretorium as a signal to prepare for battle. The
standard of Augustus was a globe to indicate his conquest of the
globe. Roman standards were also ornamented with dragons
and silver bells as a trophy, after Trajan’s conquest of the -
Dacians, A.D. 106, as shown on Trajan’s column. From the
Roman standard is derived the numerous brood of white, black,
and red eagles with single or double heads which are borne on
so many of the standards of modern Europe. The countries
they represent claim to be fragmentsor descendants of the great
Roman empire. The various changes of the Roman standard
marked the epoch of their conquests, first of the Greeks then of
the barbarians. The double headed eagle of Russia marks the
marriage of Ivan I, with a Grecian heiress the princess of the
Eastern empire. That of Austria the investiture of the emperors
of Germany with the title of Roman emperor.

Roman Standard.
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The labarum or imperial standard of Constantine the Great,
which he caused to be formed in commemoration of his vision of a
shining cross in the heavens two miles long, is described as a
long pike intersected by a transverse beam surmounted by agolden
crown, which enclosed the mysterious monogram, at once ex-
pressive of the figure of the cross, and the two initial letters
(X and P), of the name of Christ. The purple
silken banner, which hung down from the beam
was adorned with precious stones, and at first was
embroidered with the images of Constantine or of
the reigning monarch and his children, but after-
wards the figure or emblem of Christ woven in
gold was substituted, and it bore the motto /n hac
“Imperial Standrd $ign0 vinces—1In this sign _thou shalt conquer.

of Constantine. The labarum is engraved on some of the me-

dals of Constantine with the famous inscription ENTOTQNIKA.

The labarum is believed to have been the first military stand-
ard emblazoned with the cross. It was preserved for a con-
siderable time, and brought
forward at the head of the
armies of the emperor onimport-
ant occasions as the palla-
dium of the empire. With it
Constantine advanced to Rome,
where he vanquished Maxen-
tius, 27 Oct., 312.

The safety of the labarum
was entrusted to fifty guardsof
approved valor and fidelity.
Their station was marked by
honors and emoluments; and
some fortunate accidents soon
introduced an opinion that as
long as the guard of the la-
barum were engaged in the
execution of the office, they were secure and invulnerable among
the darts of the enemy. In the second civil war Licinius felt
and dreaded the power of this consecrated banner, the sight of
whichin the distress of battle,animated thesoldiers of Constantine

()
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Roman Imperial Standards.
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with an invincible enthusiasm, and scattered terror and dismay
through the adverse legions. Eusebius introduces the labarum
before the Italian expedition of Constantine ; but his narrative
seems to indicate that it was never shown at the head of an
army till Constantine, above ten years afterward declared him-
self the enemy of Licinius and the deliverer of the church. The
Christian emperors who respected the example of Constantine,
displayedin all their military expeditions the'standard of the cross ;
but when the degenerate successors of Theodosius had ceased
to appear at the head of their armies, the labarum was deposited
as a venerable but useless relic in the palace of Constantinople.

The etymology of its name has given rise to many conflicting
opinions. Some derive it from /abar; others from the Greek
for reverence, others from the same #o fake, and others for the
Greek for spoils. A writer in the Classical Fournal makes la-
barum to be like S. P. Q. R., only a combination of initials to
represent an equal number of terms, and thus L. A. B. A. R.
V. M., will stand for Legionum aquila Byzantium antiqué Roma,
urbe matavit. ‘The form of the labarum and its monogram is
preserved as the medal of the Flavian family.

The hand appearing on the top of the Roman standard was
probably an ancient symbol perhaps of oriental or Phenician
origin. It is found as a symbol in ancient Mexico.

Casar has recorded that when he attempted to land his
Roman forces on the shores of Great Britain, meeting a warmer
reception than was anticipated, considerable hesitation arose
among his troops ; but the standard bearer of the Tenth legion
with the Roman eagle in his hand, invoking the gods, plunged
into the waves, called on his comrades to follow him, and
do their duty to their general and to the republic, and so the
whole army made good their landing.

The bronze or silver eagle of the Roman standards must have
been of small size not larger than the eagles on the color poles
of modern ensigns,* since a standard bearer under Julius Cesar
is said in circumstances of danger, to have wrenched the eagle
from its staff, and concealed it in the folds of his girdle, and the

1The cut of the horse (page 46), which is one-half the size of the original, is con-
firmatory of this.
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bronze horse preserved in the collection at Goodrich Court is
equally small. Another figure used as a standard by the Ro-
mans was a ball supposed to have been emblematic of the do-
winion of Rome over the world.

STANDARDS, ETC., OF THE TURKS AND MOSLEMS.

TurkisH AND MosLeM STaANDARDs. The Basarac or Sand-
schaki sheriff, or cheriff, the green standard which was borne by
Mahomet, and believed by his devout followers to have been
brought down from Heaven by the angel Gabriel is preserved
with the greatest veneration. It is enveloped in four coverings of
green taffeta enclosed in a case of green cloth, and is carefully
preserved in the seraglio in a case built into the wall on the
right hand side as you enter the chamber in which is the grand
signior’s summer bed. The standard is twelve feet high and the
golden ornament, a closed hand, which surmounts it, holds a
copy of the Koran written by the Calif Osman III. Intimes of
peace this banner is guarded in the hall of the Noble Vestiment
as the dress which was worn by the prophet is styled. In the
same hall are preserved the sacred teeth, the holy beard, the
sacred stirrup, the sabre and the bow of Mahomet. Every time
this standard is displayed, by a custom which has become law,
all who have attained the age of seventeen who profess the
Mahometan faith are obliged to take up arms, those who refuse
being regarded as infidels unworthy the title of Mussulmans or
True Believers. The unfurling of this standard is supposed to
ensure success to the Ottoman_arms, and despite the many tar-
nishes its honor has suffered, the Turks continue to rally around
it with implicit belief in its sanctity, and so jealously is it watched
over, that none but emirs may touch it. Emirs are its guard,
and the chief of the emirs is- alone privileged to carry it.
Mussulmans are alone permitted to see this holy trophy, which if
touched by other hands would be defiled, and if seen in other hands
profaned. The ceremony of presenting the banner is called
alay, a Turkish word, signifying triumph. The ceremonies
consist of an open air masquerade. All the trades, professions
and occupations of the inhabitants, seated in gaudy carriages
are paraded in front of the assembled army, each trade per-

7
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forming in dumb show the mechanical manipulations of its art:
The carpenter pretends to saw ; the ploughman to drive his
oxen; the smith to wield his hammer, etc. After these have
passed, the sandschaki cheriff is brought out with great veneration
from the seraglio, and solemnly carried along and presented to
the army.* The blessed banner having been presented to the
admiring and adoring eyes of the true believers, is carried back to
its depository, and the troops, supposed to be inspired with confi-
dence and victory, set forth on their march to death and glory.
The observance of this ceremony in the war between Turkey and
Russia in 1768, was the occasion of some frightful outrages upon
the Christians. So long a period had elapsed since the last
demonstration, that much of the sanctity of the occasion had been
forgotten, and the Christians expressing a wish to observe the
ceremony found the Turks ready and eager to let windows and
housetops at high prices to unbelievers whoaccordingly mustered
strong to gratify their curiosity, on the line of the procession.
A few minutes, however, before the starting of the banner, an
emir appeared in the streets crying : ¢ Let no infidel dare to pro-
fane with his presence the holy standard of the prophet, and let
every Mussulman, if he sees an unbeliever, instantly make it
known on pain of punishment.”” At this, a sudden madness
seized upon the people, and those who had let their premises to the
greatest advantage became the most furious in their bigoted zeal,
rushing among the amazed Christians, and with blows and furious
violence tearing them from their houses, and casting them into
the streets among the infuriated soldiery. No respect was paid
to age, sex, or condition. Women in the last stages of maternity
were dragged about by the hair and treated with atrocious out-
rage. Every description of insult, barbarity and torture was in-
flicted upon the unoffending Christians, the usual gravity of the
Turk having on the instant given way to a fanaticism more in
accordance with fiends than men. The whdle city as one man
was seized with the same furor and if a victim managed to escape
from one band of miscreants he was certain to fall inta the hands
of others equally savage and remorseless.> According to aniother
account, this sacred standard of Mahomet is not green but black;
and was instituted in direct contradistinction to the great white

! Dictionary of Useful Knowledge. * Baron Toll’s Memoirs of his own Times.
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banner of the Koraishites, as well as from the appellation
okab (black eagle) which the prophet bestowed upon it. Ma-
homet’s earliest standard was the white cloth forming the turban
which he captured from Boreide ;- but he adopted subsequently
for his distinguishing banner the sable curtain which hung before
the chamber of his wife Ayesha, and it is this standard which it
is said is so saeredly preserved and so jealously guarded from infidel
sight. It descended first to the followers of Omar, at Damas-
cus, and thence to the Abassides, at Bagdad and Cairo, from
whom it fell to the share of the bloodhound Selim 1st, and subse-
quently found its way into Europe under Amurath 3d. The
device upon it is Nasrum min Allah, the help of God.

Besides their sacred standard the Turks have the sanjak, which
is a red banner. The alem, a broad standard, which instead of a
spear head has in the middle a silver plate of a crescent shape.
And the tugconsisting of one, two, or more horsetails, the num-
ber varying with the rank of the person who bears it. The
sultan having seven, and the grand vizier three, and so on.

In the time of Omar the General Mesiera Ibu Mesroud was
given a black flag inscribed ¢ There is no God but God.
Mabomet is the Messenger of God.” *

At the battle of Yermouk, Abu Obeidah, a Moslem general,
erected for his standard a yellow flag given him by Abu Beker
Mahomet’s immediate successor, being the same which Maho-
met had displayed in the battle of Khaibab. One of Mahomet’s
standards was a black eagle.> When Monwyah rebelled against
Ali, the bloody garment of Othman was raised in the mosque at
Damascus as the standard of rebellion.

The standard with the star and crescent upon it (Plate 1),
was first hoisted by Mahomet II, after the capture of Constanti-
nople, A. D. 1453. Prior to that event the sign was ‘very
common on the arms of English knights and esquires, but fell
into disuse when it became the device of Mahometans. The
star and crescent were selected by Mahomet II from their being
the device of Diana Byzantina, the patroness of Byzantium.
The history of the device belongs to the Grecian, if not the
more extensive sphere of the Aryan mythology.3

Y Burkhardt's Notes on the Bedouins. 2 Irving’s Successors of Mahomet,
® Notes and Queries, 4th series, Vol. vi, 1870, pp.405.
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The great standard won by the king of Poland from the
infidels in 1683, at the affair of Kalemberg, was about eight feet
in breadth shaped thus > and of a green and crimson stuff, of
silk and gold tissue mixed, bearing a device in arabesque
characters signifying ¢ There is no God but God, and Mahomet
is his Prophet.” The ball on the top of the staff, about the size
of a man’s joined fists, is of brassgilt. This standard wassent by
the king of Poland to the pope who caused it tobe suspended from
the roof of St. Peter’s by the side of another standard taken from
the infidels at the battle of Ohotzen. Irving (Life of Mabomet),
mentions that the General always carried the standard into battle.

The piratesof Algiers and of the coast of Barbary are the only
people who ever bore an hexagonal flag or standard. Theirs
was a red flag, with a Moorish head coifed with its turban, etc.,
designed as the portrait of Hali, the son-in-law of Mahomet, who
ordered his effigy expressed on the standards of his followers,
which these Africans were, believing himself so formidable to
Christians that the bare sight of his image would carry undoubted
victory over them. This device was the more remarkable
as the Koran expressly forbids the making of any image or
representation of any man, for they who make it will be obliged
at the day of judgment to find souls for them or be them-
selves damned. This superstition has been so modified that
within the last few years Muley Abbas, the brother of the em-
peror of Morocco, has sat for his photograph, and the present
sultan has allowed his portrait to be painted at the request of
the foreign embassadors to his court.

The fashion of pointed, or triangular flags, we are informed,
came from the Mahometan Arabs or Saracens, upon their
seizure of Spain, A. D. 712, before which time all the ensigns
of war were square and stretched or extended on cross pieces of
wood or yards like church banners, on which account they were
called vexilla.

SLAVONIC STANDARDS AND ENSIGNS — DRAGON
' STANDARDS.

Tue BanNers AND NaTionar Corors oF PoLAND, ETc.
In our research concerning the religious and military en-
signs, standards and flags of all nations, ancient and modern, one
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family of them, the Slavonic, mighty in renown for great
achievement, has in a measure disappointed our exertions.
Ancient Greek writers knew them not by .any name that can
be positively brought home, and the Romans felt them more
than they have described them. It remains a question whether
they were in full or in part, or at all included in the antique de-~
nomination of Scythians. The surpassing military achievements
of the Jazyges, Dacians, Sarmatians, and many others of the
Slavonic race of later date, we find in the Roman bas-reliefs of
Roman triuniphs over these barbarians.  The civilized sedentary
nations have always shown most anxiety to commemorate vic-
tories over enemies they could not subdue. The Egyptian
victories of Thosmes II and III, or of Sesostris over nations
probably of Slavonic stock, painted on the walls of Thebes, are
of this description. The columnsof Trajan and Antonine show
imperfectly the Slavonic cavalry, and give representation of the
ensigns which those riding and migratory nations were obliged
to adopt for convenience of carrying on horseback, before the
stirrup was invented. In China, Japan and Tartary to the west
of ancient Germany, dragon-shaped symbols all resolvable into
some sort of flag, were adopted for the military ensigns, from
the earliest age to the present. In ancient times the southern
and western nations had originally all effigy standards, consist-
ing of statues or sculptured objects without cloth beneaththem,
or at most a knotted shawl or cloth. These dragon standards
consisted of a metal or wooden head, representing the supposed
figure of a dragon, with the mouth open, and perforated at the
neck, to which a long bag in the shape of a serpent was fas-
tened ; the lower jaw was also bored through for the purpose of
receiving the point of a spindle whereon it turned according
to the wind which blowing in at the open month, dilated the
pendulous bag, and gave it the appearance of a twisting snake.
There were instances when in the mouth tow and burning ma-
terials were placed in order to give the dragon an appearance
of breathing fire. Indications of this practice occur in early
Chinese works, and in the Tartar armies that invaded Eu-
rope. In the Teutonic armies they are numerous, it appearing
that one dragon standard belonged to about every thousand men.
In a letter of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, he states his camp
is invested by a German force of seventy-four dragons, forming
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an army of seventy-nine thousand men. Now when this form
of ensign was adopted over so vast a territory, was so long in use,
and so multiplied, it is evident in order that friend and foe might
descriminate one from another, that all the minor differences of
form, color and adjunctive ornament must have been resorted
to. Black, golden, and silver dragons were most common in
the far east. White, red, and green were more general colors
among the Celt, and the last in particular was held in high re-
spect by the Scandinavians, and Slavonic nations caused their.
dragons to appear therein, or at last to introduce it in stripes, bands
or in additional ribbons and part of their ensigns. All these
modifications may be traced on the dragon ensigns of the Sar-
matians and Daci of the Trajan column at Rome.

As the Slavonic nations still numbered among them many
pagan tribes to the middle of the thirteenth century, the solar
worship typified by Thor, or the bull god, originated effigies of
the bull, his head, skull or horns as national ensigns, others
adopted the skull or figure of the horse. The Moxian’s
national ensign was a stuffed horse skin. =~ The skull of a horse,
with the tail hung behind it, was borne in the religious proces-
sions of the Rugii, and was well known in Sweden as an attribute
of Odin. There was a tribe in the palatinate of Bielsk, which
had for a standard a white bear skin. Another carried a pair of
urus horns. The Ostii the head of a wild boar. The Jazyges
carried horse tails. All these ensigns preceded Christianity