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Foreword to the Fourth Edition

olidays, festivals, and celebrations of the world ... what could be more important? Although

many people are inclined to view holidays and celebrations as fun, at best, and occasions for
unproductive behavior, at worst, this question may seem unusual. However, that is the secret of
holidays—they are much more than they seem.

Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary, 4th edition, includes special occasions of
all kinds, not just official holidays. In fact, many of our most joyful activities are not legal holidays
at all. Halloween, for instance, is widely celebrated throughout the United States and Canada, as
well as in Ireland, and it is growing in popularity throughout Europe. But is not an official holi-
day; we do not receive a day’s rest from employment on October 31. Instead it is a “popular” hol-
iday in the truest sense: people are motivated to celebrate it regardless of the often hostile views
toward it held by both church and state. With its ever-increasing popularity Halloween has, in the
U.S., become the second-largest revenue-producing occasion on the calendar, second only to the
mighty Christmas season. Looking further at Halloween, we can see just how complex such occa-
sions actually are.

Halloween is generally thought by scholars to be derived from an ancient Celtic festival of the
dead and the new year, called “Samhain” (pronounced “sawen”). The American Halloween grew
in popularity in the 19th century with the great influx of Irish immigrants. By the mid-20th centu-
ry Halloween was known primarily as a children’s festival, but since the 1970s it is celebrated
increasingly by people of all ages, often with large, urban costume processions. Halloween pro-
vides an occasion for parody and satire—the foibles and feet of clay of politicians and celebrities
are frequently mocked in costumed display. Moreover, Halloween has become a primary festival
of autumn, with its pumpkins, apples, nuts, squash, and other harvest-seasonal fruits and vegeta-
bles. In turn, these are linked to images of death (skeletons, fake graves, and ghosts), perhaps sug-
gesting that the lives and deaths of people are intimately related to the natural cycle of growth,
harvest, and new life. Further, Halloween is the Eve of All Saints Day and is in this way connect-
ed to Christian ritual. Neo-pagans prefer to relate to it as Samhain, while many devout Christians
condemn the imagery of devils, seeing Halloween as a satanic occasion. So there is no one “right”
interpretation of Halloween, no one “right” way to celebrate it.

Internationally, traditional celebrations of All Saints Day (November 1) and All Souls Day
(November 2), both religious and secular, are quite common. The American-style Halloween is
making inroads, however, due to the influence of television programs imported from the U.S. and
the efforts of such commercial interests as candy manufacturers. While they have had some suc-
cess, there is also frequent resistance to the idea of abandoning the national and traditional cus-
toms of, for instance, France. The government of Mexico, which observes this period as the Days
of the Dead, has actively attempted to stop the American Halloween from crossing the border. In
these cases, Halloween has become a symbol, not of harvest or death, but of cultural imperialism.

Halloween, then, a night of the year that most people view as inconsequential fun, is in fact an
extension of peoples’ religious, regional, or ethnic identities, and has become another area of glob-
alized industrial and cultural contestation.
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Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary, 4th Edition

The holidays and celebrations included in this encyclopedia all have their hidden dimensions:
those of identity, for instance, whether regional, as in community festivals; religious, such as
saints” days; occupational, such as blessings of the fleet, or blessings of tools; or gender and sexu-
ality, such as Gay Pride Day. Holidays are also important markers of season and transition
through the year. Our celebrations are opportunities for people to come together, to share—and to
create—their sense of groupness, of belonging. Holidays and celebrations anchor people in time
and place.

Nor are they all fun and games. Unfortunately, they can exclude people from backgrounds other
than that being celebrated. In Northern Ireland, for instance, with its history of political and sec-
tarian violence related to religion and national heritage, not everyone is Irish on Saint Patrick’s
Day (March 17). Nor are they all British on Orangemen’s Day (July 12). Catholic parades and cel-
ebrations of March 17 have been restricted to local neighborhoods, while the large July 12 parades
dominate the main streets and highways of the cities and towns. As a result, riots have occurred
over parade routes and other public displays. Not all celebrations are greeted with enthusiasm,
and they are often—as in the case of the Pride Day celebrations—the objects of derision and
intense resistance.

Many of our holidays and holy days are derived from the biographies of great leaders. In this way,
the rites of passage of the life cycle becomes institutionalized (e.g. Christmas, or the birthday of
Buddha or Martin Luther King, Jr.). Rituals mark such transitions as birth, marriage, and death, as
well as seasonal, solar, and lunar transitions. The latter are our seasonal holidays and festivals. In
all cases, however, people, families and friends, celebrate with traditions both old and new. The
memories created are among peoples’ most treasured. The holiday materials saved in boxes from
schoolchildren, the family recipes, the photographs—these are what people will run back into the
burning building to save. Holidays and celebrations may be ephemeral, may be fun, may allow
for otherwise disreputable behavior (such as heavy drinking). But fun, and periods of license, are
not unimportant. Setting aside time to acknowledge our collective past, to celebrate our values,
and to have the opportunity to suspend the rules for a while—this is something that only human
beings seem to do. Holidays and celebrations mark moments of life and history that we consider
MOST important, not least. But they disguise their profound purpose with fun.

Holidays, festivals, and celebrations of the world ... what could be more important?
Jack Santino

Department of Popular Culture
Bowling Green State University
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Foreword to the Third Edition

his is the third edition of an indispensable guide to one of the important and enduring subject
areas of everyday life.

The celebration of special days and seasons, both religious and secular, is universal. From prim-
itive times onwards, special rites and festivals have marked the religious mysteries of exis-
tence—the enigma of birth, life, death, and rebirth in the environment and in individual human
experience. Such celebrations fulfilled a deep-seated urge in the human psyche, evoking pro-
found emotions associated with the changing pattern of the year, the promise of spring, the joys
of summer, the harvest, the decline of the year through fall to the rigors of winter, and the prom-
ise of a new spring. The divine source of this mystery was to be acknowledged and propitiated
so that human prosperity and fertility flourished in the struggle for existence throughout the
passing of time.

In individual experience, the day of birth and also of death of oneself and members of the family
and tribe had special meaning. The achievements of gifted men and women of special talents and
deeds who guided and safeguarded tribes and nations were also celebrated in orally transmitted
texts, ballads, and stories, marked by special rites and festivals.

Inevitably such celebrations involved a measurement of time, so that seasonal festivals could take
place at appropriate dates in the cycle of the year. But for thousands of years, primitive and pan-
theistic concepts of the universe inhibited the exact timing of festivals. In the natural division of
time, the solar day is the daily revolution of the earth and the alternation of light and darkness,
the solar year is the circle of seasons of the earth’s revolution around the sun. Months are the divi-
sions resulting from the lunar phases of the moon. But the division of time into hours, days, or
months is more arbitrary, and it was not until early Roman times that the calendar month as such
was formalized for civil convenience; the word “calendar” itself derives from the Latin Kalendae.
By 46 B.C., the time of Julius Caesar, the Roman civil calendar had become three months out of
phase with the true astronomical year. That year was called ultimus annus confusionis, “the last year
of the muddled reckoning.” The Julian calendar reform in the first century B.C., which became the
standard of Western countries, corrected the discrepancy and regularized a calendar based on the
solar cycle. Though far more accurate, the Julian calendar still resulted in a discrepancy, since the
“average” year of 365.25 days—requiring the insertion of an extra leap year day once every four
years—became progressively out of step with the real solar year of 365.242199 days.

In a papal bull of February 24, 1582, Pope Gregory XIII inaugurated the Gregorian calendar, which
required the deletion of ten days from the calendar (to bring it back into phase with the astronom-
ical year) in October 1582, and the occasional adjustment whereby three out of every four “centu-
ry” years are not leap years (1700, 1800 and 1900 were not leap years; the year 2000 was). October
4, 1582, was followed by October 15 in the calendar, much to the confusion of the populace. But
the Gregorian calendar was eventually adopted, at least for civil purposes, throughout the West
and remains a worldwide standard to this day. Meanwhile, of course, other ancient calendars,
such as the Jewish and Islamic, have continued to exist side by side with the Gregorian calendar.
Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary includes a discussion on the history of
ancient and modern calendars and clarifies such complexities.
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Different religions have continued to find common ground in the concept of special days to mark
the supreme mysteries of life. Three of the great world religions—Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam—have all recognized a holy day of rest from the week of toil for special worship. The Sab-
bath of Judaism was moved by Christians from Saturday to Sunday, while for Muslims, “the day
of assembly” in a mosque is Friday.

Many different religions meet in their interpretation of festival times of the year. With the rise of
Christianity in Europe, some of the old pagan festivals were retained by the new Church, although
given different religious associations. Yet behind the feasting and merrymaking of Christmas, one
might still hear dim echoes of ancient winter solstice festivals of light, the Roman Saturnalia, the
Druidic rites with mistletoe, and the strange gods of Saxon mythology.

In addition to religious festivals, the ancient Romans made a distinction between religious and
secular events, and the institution of secular holidays has since proliferated in the countries of the
world. Even so, secular holidays still have their roots in the concept of some special significance
of certain days necessitating a break in the daily toil of normal life. The very word “holiday” is
derived from “holy day.”

Secular holidays excite deep emotions. We love to celebrate the birthdays of family members and
friends with greetings and gifts. So, too, we feel a strong sense of belonging to a social group or nation
observing holidays that unite us in common ties of special interest, ethnicity, or national pride.

In the past, the great festivals and holidays were kept alive by folk memory, or by the many
almanacs sold by peddlers giving the dates of fairs and other events and anniversaries, together
with lunar information, tides, eclipses, and even prophecies, spiced with quaint aphorisms and
proverbs. In 1732, Benjamin Franklin became author-editor-publisher of the Poor Richard series of
almanacs that popularized such pithy folk wisdom as “God helps them that help themselves” and
“Necessity never made a good bargain.” The British counterpart of Poor Richard was the Vox Stel-
larm of Dr. Francis Moore, first published in 1700, descendants of which are still published annu-
ally under the title Old Moore’s Almanack.

In nineteenth-century Britain, antiquaries published various volumes of discursive lore, listing the
significance of days of the calendar, festivals, and holidays, and their history. The best of these was
the delightful work The Book of Days: A Miscellany of Popular Antiquities in Connection with the Cal-
endar, Including Anecdote, Biography & History, Curiosities of Literature, and Oddities of Human Life and
Character, by Robert Chambers (two volumes, 1862-64, reissued by Omnigraphics in 1990). Such
books are fascinating to browse through for their out-of-the-way information and bygone lore, but
although many of the festivals and holidays discussed are still celebrated, there have been scores
of newer holidays in the U.S. and worldwide in the twentieth century.

The range of festivals and secular holidays in the various countries of the world is now vast. In
modern times the proliferation of national and local events has also resulted in scores of special
group days, and even whimsical and bizarre observances, ranging from Buzzard Day in Hinckley,
Ohio, to the Rat’s Wedding Day in China.

Publication of the first edition of Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary in 1994
provided a truly comprehensive annotated reference work giving information on national and
international festivals and holidays, with descriptive entries covering religious, cultural, ethnic,
historical, popular, and sports celebrations from all over the world, with special sections on calen-
dar systems, and tables of state and national public holidays. In addition to a General Index of
people, places, institutions, and other keywords, easy reference was facilitated by special indexes
of Chronological, Religious, and Special Subjects (including Ancient/Pagan, Calendar, Folkloric,
Historical, Pro-motional, and Sporting entries).

The second edition in 1997 was greatly enlarged and updated by hundreds of new entries cover-
ing state, national and legal holidays, and independence, republic, and national days for countries



Foreword to the Third Edition

of the world. There were also special sections of biographical information, annotated bibliogra-
phies, and other valuable additions.

Now the present third edition is even further enlarged and updated. There are more than 400 new
entries, an expanded section on calendar systems, and a perpetual calendar, together with a com-
bining of the Ethnic and Geographic, Religious Groups, Subject, and General (Alphabetical and
Keyword) indexes, while retaining the existing index access. There is also the newer technical
information on web sites, e-mail addresses, and other contacts.

This is a key reference work for general and professional use, for schools and public libraries, but
it is also a multi-purpose dictionary. Ministers of different denominations will find it valuable for
its broad coverage of the festivals of Christianity and those of other world religions. Business peo-
ple planning promotional journeys will find its information of special value when visiting foreign
countries and different states in the U.S. Politicians and other dignitaries will find it useful in
marking the local and national importance of given days. Schoolchildren can learn about the
meaning of individual holidays and the observances of different religions and ethnic groups as
well as the popular fun festivals of various states and countries.

All kinds of travelers will value the listings of public holidays in the U.S. and other countries, and
it will also add special interest to the planning of personal vacations at home and abroad. In addi-
tion to the often spectacular festivals of the world, there are now scores of lighthearted or tongue-
in-cheek popular holiday events, such as the Great American Duck Race in Deming, New Mexi-
co, or the Garlic Festival in Gilroy, California. From state to state and country to country there are
humorous, quaint, and diverting events which have become great tourist attractions. Journalists
will find this an invaluable desk book for news stories on the significance of days.

The wide range of international coverage reflects the history and cultural identity of many coun-
tries. This has special significance for the U.S., which has always been a melting pot of nationali-
ties, each with their own traditions and customs. Side by side with the memory of such ethnic and
cultural identity goes the assimilation of specifically American history and culture. In turn, this
helps to bring harmony and understanding in the host community and towards other countries
and peoples of the world, enhancing pride and pleasure in honouring the great events of world
history and culture, the men and women who brought them about, and sharing the excitement
and happiness of festival days.

Leslie Shepard
Dublin, Ireland
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Preface

his revised and expanded fourth edition of Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dic-

tionary (HFCWD) contains up-to-date information about more than 3,000 holidays, festivals, cel-
ebrations, commemorations, holy days, feasts and fasts, and other observances from all parts of the
world, including more than 500 entries that are new to this edition. Entries include events for which
people come together for a day or periods of up to a few days or (rarely) weeks for special activities,
celebrations, commemorations, or rituals. These events have a story to tell, in that each is significant,
unusual, or somehow remarkable. Holidays and festivals for more than 100 countries, as well as
events specifically observed in every state of the United States, are included.

The entries cover holidays and festivals that are popular, secular, religious, or a combination there-
of. The majority of entries covers events still celebrated or observed, but a few ancient and discon-
tinued events are included because allusions to them still appear in literature or art, or occur in
discourse.

Birth or death anniversaries of famous individuals generally are not included, nor are simple
anniversaries of historical events. But those few such events that are regularly observed with sig-
nificant celebrations or special activities, or that have particular cultural significance, such as
CoLumMBUS DAY, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S BIRTHDAY, MAWLID AL-NABI, or PEARL HARBOR DAY, are
included.

Most entries in HFCWD have national or wide regional significance, but some local events that are
offbeat, colorful, distinctive, or bizarre have also been included, such as the DETROIT ELECTRONIC
MusiC FEsTIVAL, the GREAT FALLS SKI CLUB MANNEQUIN JUMP, the MOBILE-PHONE THROWING WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP, and the WORLD ROCK PAPER SCIsSORS CHAMPIONSHIP. Entries for well-known days of
religious significance, such as CHRISTMAS, ROSH HASHANAH, and RAMADAN, contain information
seldom found in other current reference sources.

Audience

HFCWD is intended for elementary, middle, and high schools, academic and public libraries, as
well as churches, synagogues, mosques, community affairs groups, and others interested in learn-
ing about festive events.

Organization

Main Entries and Alternate Forms

The book is arranged alphabetically by name of holiday. Main entries appear in boldface. All main
entries are numbered, and these numbers are used in the indexes. Well-known alternate names of
the main entry appear in parentheses immediately after the main entry, e.g., Hanukkah
(Chanukah). Common alternate forms appear in boldface within the text of the entry, and cross-
references to other entries in the book appear in SMALL CAPITAL letters.

xiii
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Order of Main Entries

Since people looking for information on a given subject may not know its official title, main entries
have been written with the key words first. Thus, words such as birthday, death of, feast, festa, festi-
val, féte, fiesta, national, and international have been transposed to the end of the main entry, as in
BAB, BIRTH OF THE; BASTILLE, FESTIVAL DE LA; and OLD-TIME FIDDLERS” CONTEST, NATIONAL.

The rationale for organizing events derived from people’s names can be particularly difficult.
Some event names use only the person’s last name, while other events use the first and last. To
simplify the search process for readers, events where a person’s name forms the first part of the
event name are alphabetized under the person’s last name, as in FAWKES (GUY) DAY and PARKER
(CHARLIE) JAZZ FESTIVAL.

Spelling and Forms Used for Main Entries

HFCWD deals with events that relate to many cultures, the original names of which involve a
number of alphabets and non-Roman writing systems. As much as possible, spellings and forms
for main entries were standardized for ease of access. The following were used as guides on
spelling standardization:

¢ For Hindu and Islamic calendars and events: The Encyclopedia of Religion, Mircea Eliade, ed.,
Macmillan, 1987.

* For Jewish calendar and events: The Jewish Holidays: A Guide and Commentary, Michael Strass-
feld, Harper & Row, 1985, as well as The Encyclopedia of Religion by Eliade.

¢ For Asian and African holidays and events no single standard was used. The form used is that
appearing most often in the sources consulted. For many Hindu, Islamic, and Asian terms, dia-
criticals unfamiliar to the non-specialist were omitted.

* General sources consulted were Encyclopedia Britannica (15th edition, 1995), Columbia Encyclo-
pedia (fifth edition, 1993), Merriam-Webster's Biographical Dictionary (1995), and Merriam-Web-
ster’s Geographical Dictionary (third edition, 1997).

Dates

On the line below the main entry, the date of celebration or observance is given in italics. For those
entries whose date is based on a lunar calendar, we have shown the approximate date in the Gre-
gorian calendar followed by the lunar date. The exception is for events based on the strictly lunar
Islamic calendar, where only the Islamic month and day are given. See appendix 2, Calendars
throughout History: An Overview of Calendar Systems around the World, for a detailed explanation of
the Islamic calendar.

Religious Holidays

For the most part, entries for religious holidays are spelled and described in terms of the major
religion that observes them. If only some followers of a major religion observe a holiday, or if dif-
ferent branches or sects commemorate something different (or nothing at all) on a given holiday,
the entry specifies the practice of the particular group. ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S DAy, for instance, is
recognized by most Christians, and so is described (and indexed) as “Christian,” despite the fact
that some Christians do not venerate saints. The holy day of ASHURA is observed quite differently
by Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims, and so both practices are described.

Christian Denominations

For Christianity, references to the West or Western Church generally include the Roman Catholic
Church, the branches of the Anglican Communion, and major Protestant denominations. Refer-
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ences to the East or Eastern Church include Orthodox Christians, such as Greek and Russian
Orthodox; “separated” churches, such as the Nestorian Church, the Syrian churches, the Coptic
Orthodox Church in Egypt, the Armenian Orthodox Church, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church;
and the Uniate churches, or Eastern Catholics, including the Malabar Church in India and the Mel-
chite and Maronite churches.

Sources

Abbreviated reference source titles are provided for entries as applicable, followed by the relevant
page number(s) where one can find information in that source. A key to the abbreviations appears
on the inside front and back covers of the book. For a complete bibliographic listing of all sources
used, see the Bibliography in the Appendices.

Contact Information

Names, addresses, phone and fax numbers, and web sites (when available) are included for entries
on contemporary public festivals and other events. In some cases, the organization(s) listed are
actual sponsors. In others, an embassy or tourist office is given; such agencies are not necessarily
responsible for the event, but they are provided as likely sources of information about the event. In
a few cases, entries discuss events in several locations, but we have maintained a limit of no more
than three contacts per entry. Generally excluded are such religious or contemplative holidays as
EASTER, HANUKKAH, KARWACHOTH, and LAYLAT AL-MIRAJ—for which the obvious contact would be
a local church, synagogue, temple, or mosque, although in some cases, web sites of churches and
religious organizations do provide additional information—as well as holidays that tend to be pri-
vate or domestic observances, such as MOTHER’S DAY and APRIL FOOLS” DAY. More general contact
information is provided in Appendix 8, Tourism Information Sources for the U.S. States and North
America, and Appendix 12, Tourism Information Sources for Countries around the World.

New Entries

More than 500 new entries have been added to this edition. They include independence days,
national days, republic days, and liberation days around the world. More religious holidays
appear in this edition, and more celebrations of Native North Americans. There are dozens of new
entries on holidays and festivals in many countries, such as Azerbaijan, Czechoslovakia, Croatia,
Eritrea, Liberia, Malawi, Moldova, Myanmar, North and South Korea, Palau, Rwanda, Timor-
Leste, and more. Coverage of festivals in the United States has been expanded as well, ranging
from those celebrating American heritage (such as the KUNTA KINTE HERITAGE FESTIVAL in Mary-
land) to the offbeat (NATIONAL MANLY MAN FESTIVAL AND SPAM COOK-OFF in Washington), the dis-
gusting (TARANTULA FEST AND BARBECUE in California), the nostalgic (WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE in
Michigan), and the solemn (PATRIOT DAY /SEPTEMBER 11 DAy in New York).

Special Features New to This Edition

As well as adding more than 500 new entries to this new edition, we have also updated 10 appen-
dices and three indexes. In addition, three new appendices have been added that further expand
understanding of world holidays: Appendix 4, Phases of the Moon from 2009 to 2020; Appendix 5,
Overview of the World’s Major Religions; and Appendix 10, Facts about Countries around the World. A
full list of the book’s appendices is included below.

Appendices

1. Glossary of Words Relating to Time
This section includes a descriptive listing of words relating to periods of time.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

. Calendars throughout History: An Overview of Calendar Systems around the World

This section includes an overview of the evolution of calendar systems throughout history
and throughout the world.

Comparative Table of Calendar Systems
This section shows the relationship among various calendar systems, including Gregorian,
Jewish, Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, Sikh, and Burmese calendars.

. Phases of the Moon from 2009 to 2020 Given in Eastern Standard Time (NEW!)

This section explains the importance of the moon to the world’s religions and includes charts
that show the phases of the moon.

Overview of the World's Major Religions (NEW!)

This section provides basic information about the world’s major religions, including when
and where originated, founder(s), theological orientation, major sacred texts, denominations
and sects, estimated number of adherents around the world, and a listing of the main holidays
in chronological order by the religion’s calendar.

Facts about the U.S. States and Territories
This section includes a range of information for each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. territories.

Legal Holidays by State
This section lists legal public holidays in each of the states, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, and the U.S. territories.

Tourism Information Sources for the U.S. States and North America
This section includes tourism information sources for the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

Facts about the U.S. Presidents

This section lists all U.S. presidents in the order in which they held office, includes basic bio-
graphical information, and lists notable landmarks commemorating them, along with contact
information and web sites.

Facts about Countries around the World (NEW!)

This section provides basic information about the independent nations of the world: official
name (in English); capital city; internet country code; flag description; national anthem, motto,
and symbols (when available); geographical description of location; total area; brief climate
description; proper terms for nationality; population numbers; languages spoken; and infor-
mation on ethnic groups and religions.

Legal Holidays by Country
This section lists legal public holidays around the world in alphabetical order by country.

Tourism Information Sources for Countries around the World

This section includes tourism information sources for countries around the world, except the
United States, Canada, and Mexico (see Appendix 8). The listings are in alphabetical order by
name of the country.

Bibliography
This section includes an annotated listing of sources cited or consulted in HFCWD, as well as
other sources for further reading.

Indexes
Several indexes provide reference to entries (as appropriate) for each of the following categories.
In all indexes in this edition, references to entries are given by entry numbers, not page numbers.

1.

Chronological Index—Fixed Days and Events
Indexes events that are celebrated at a specific time.
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2. Chronological Index—Movable Days
Indexes events whose date of celebration is not fixed, particularly those that are observed
according to non-Gregorian calendars and those that depend on the date of Easter.

3. Special Subject Index
Divides events into six categories:

Ancient/Pagan—Indexes events rooted in ancient times.

Calendar—Indexes events that deal specifically with the calendar.

Folkloric—Indexes events rooted in folklore and tradition.

Historic—Indexes commemorations of specific events in history.
Promotional—Indexes festivals that promote something, such as a location or activity.
Sporting—Indexes events that are based on or revolve around sports, games, etc.

Some events may be categorized in more than one of the above special subjects. For instance,
ST. PATRICK’S DAY is listed under the Historic Index, because it commemorates a historical per-
son, and the Folkloric Index, for all the folk legends and traditions associated with St. Patrick
and his feast day.

4. General Index
Lists names of festivals and holidays by keyword, religious groups, ethnic groups, geograph-
ic locations, names of individuals, institutions, and other items of significance appearing with-
in the text of the entries. For example, foods, animals, music, customs, and activities closely
associated with an event are indexed—both those that are the subject of an observance and
those that play significant roles in observances. Also indexed are celebratory elements com-
mon to various cultures.
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4 0001 ¢ Aban Parab
February, March, October; 10th day of Aban, the
eighth Zoroastrian month

In the Zoroastrian calendar, each of the 30 days of the month
bears the name of the yazata, or spiritual being, who is
believed to preside over that day. Similarly, each of the 12
months bears the name of the yazata who rules over that
month. When the day and the month both share the same
name, as they do on the 10th of Aban, it is considered a name-
day feast. The yazata of the month of Aban is the female
waters. On name-feast days Zoroastrians attend services in a
fire temple, a meeting hall, or a private home.

Because of discrepancies in the calendars used by widely
separated Zoroastrian communities around the world, there
are now three different calendars in use, and the 10th of Aban
can fall either in October, March, or February according to
the Gregorian calendar.

Followers of the Zoroastrian religion, which was founded by
the prophet Zoroaster (or Zarathushtra, who is believed to
have lived around 1200 B.C.E.), today live primarily in Iran and
northwestern India, although smaller communities exist in
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Canada, the U.S., England, and Australia.

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, p. 68

4 0002 ¢ Abbey Road on the River
Memorial Day Weekend

Even decades after the final Beatles recording, the music of
the Fab Four from Liverpool, England, is still compelling
enough to draw thousands of rock fans together for a single
Beatles event. Abbey Road on the River, which takes place
along the banks of the Ohio River in Louisville, Ky, is the
largest celebration of the band’s music in North America. As
many as 25,000 town residents attend—along with Beatles
fans from all over the world—to see dozens of tribute bands
perform on six stages.

The first Abbey Road on the River, in 2002, took place along
the banks of the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland, Ohio. The fes-
tivities were moved to their present location in 2006. Once a

three-day affair, the festival has expanded to five days, with
performances by more than 40 bands at the four outdoor
venues of the Riverfront Plaza Belvedere as well as in two
indoor theaters in town.

Festival highlights include shows of complete albums,
including a 30-member performance of the White Album. In
addition to the live music, the event also offers a film festival,
lectures, and vendors selling a variety of merchandise, col-
lectibles, and artwork.

CONTACTS:

Abbey Road on the River

2673 Green Rd.

Shaker Heights, OH 44122
216-378-1980
www.abbeyroadontheriver.com

4 0003 ¢ Abbotsford International Air Show
August

Widely recognized as Canada’s national air show, this three-
day event is an opportunity for the aviation industry to dis-
play the latest developments in civilian aircraft. Since the first
show was held in 1962, it has included aerobatic performan-
ces by the Canadian Armed Forces, the Royal Air Force, the
Snowbirds Jet Team, and the U.S. Air Force’s Thunderbirds.
Aviation-related equipment is on display, and there is a large
banquet featuring well-known personalities in the aviation
and aerospace fields. The show is held at the airport in
Abbotsford, British Columbia, and is regularly attended by
upwards of 200,000 people.

CONTACTS:

Abbotsford International Airshow Society
1276 Tower St., Unit 4

Abbotsford, BC V2T 6H5 Canada
604-852-8511; fax: 604-852-6093
www.abbotsfordairshow.com

SOURCES:
GdWorldFest-1985, p. 31

4 0004 ¢ Abdu’l-Baha, Ascension of
November 28
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The Ascension of Abdul’l-Baha is a holy day in the Baha'i
religion that commemorates the death of Abbas Effendi,
known as Abdu’l-Baha, in 1921 in Haifa, Palestine (now
Israel). The eldest son of Mirza Husayn Ali, known as
Baha'u’llah, the prophet-founder of the Baha'i faith, he was
named the leader of the Baha'i community in his father’s
will, which also appointed him to interpret Baha'i writings.
In turn, Abdu’l-Baha appointed his eldest grandson, Shoghi
Effendi (1896-1957) as his successor and Guardian of the
Cause. Today the affairs of the worldwide Baha’i community
are administered by the Universal House of Justice, a body
that meets in Haifa and is elected every five years.

CONTACTS:

Bahai National Center

1233 Central St.

Evanston, IL 60201

800-228-6483 or 847-733-3400; fax: 847-733-3578
www.us.bahai.org

Bahai International Community
866 United Nations PI., Ste. 120
New York, NY 10017
212-803-2500; fax: 212-803-2566
www.bahai.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 197
ConEncyBahai-2000, p. 14
RelHolCal-2004, p. 157

4 0005 ¢ Abdullah’s (King) Birthday in Jordan
January 30

Since 1999, the year Abdullah II bin al-Hussein succeeded his
father, King Hussein, as national monarch, Jordan has cele-
brated the king’s birthday. It is typical on this date for the
Royal Hashemite Court of Jordan to publish various well-
wishes that arrive from Arab leaders, Western leaders, and
other international dignitaries.

Before 2007, the country also observed the day as an official
national holiday by closing all its banks and stores. Howev-
er, that year King Abdullah announced that in order to help
“boost productivity and dedication,” banks and businesses
would remain open on his birthday. He also asked citizens
to do the same on the birthday of his late father, another
public holiday.

CONTACTS:

Jordan Embassy

3504 International Dr. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

202-265-1606; fax: 202-667-0777
HKJEmbassyDC@jordanembassyus.org

4 0006 ¢ Abha Festival
Six weeks in July-August

Situated in the mountains and blessed with mild weather in
an otherwise harsh climate, the city of Adha, Saudi Arabia, is
also a popular tourist attraction that boasts amusement
parks, a shopping district, and a hotel industry. The Abha

Festival, which lasts about six weeks, was established in 1998
to help sustain the city’s appeal among tourists. In past years,
over 1.5 million visitors have traveled to the city and attend-
ed the festival’s sports competitions, religious activities, and
concerts featuring Arab pop stars. The concert series, which
has the distinction of being Saudi Arabia’s first public music
event, first took place during the inaugural Adha Festival.

The summer festival’s main event has consistently been the
music program. Its performers cater to younger Saudis, who
have been the target audience over the years. Other youth-
oriented activities include sailing competitions, horse racing,
and soccetr.

Addressing general anxieties about the negative impact of
popular culture on young festival-goers, organizers ensure
the program maintains moral standards by coordinating
with officials of the Commission for the Promotion of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice.

CONTACTS:

Saudi Arabia Embassy

601 New Hampshire Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
202-337-4076; fax: 202-944-5983
www.saudiembassy.net

4 0007 ¢ Aboakyer Festival
April or May

The Effutu people of Winneba, Ghana, celebrate the Deer-
Hunting Festival by making an offering to the god Penkye
Otu. Two groups known as the Asafo companies, each con-
sisting of about 150 people ranging in age from young boys
to grandfathers, compete in a deer hunt that begins at dawn
with the pounding of drums and the ringing of bells. When
the first deer is caught, the victorious company brings it back
alive and presents it proudly to their chief. Then the animal
is taken back to the village, where dancing and drumming
continue in an effort to placate Penkye Otu so that he will
bring them a bountiful year.

CONTACTS:

Ghana Tourist Board

P.O. Box 4386

Accra, Ghana

233-21-666314; fax: 233-21-244611
www.touringghana.com

SOURCES:
FestGhana-1970, p. 33
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 272

4 0008 ¢ Aboriginal Day, National
June 21

To foster respect and appreciation for the traditions and cul-
tures of Canada’s indigenous peoples, the government in
1996 designated the summer solstice as National Aboriginal
Day. Long before the national holiday was established, this
day of the year had been observed by Canada’s Inuit, Métis,
and First Nations peoples as a summer celebration commem-
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orating Aboriginal heritage. Coordinating with National
Aboriginal organizations, the Canadian government made
June 21 an official holiday with the objective of including all
citizens in the observance.

Celebrations take place throughout Canada’s provinces and
territories and are organized by the regional offices of Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada and Canadian Heritage. Some
festivities are modest celebrations like summer barbecues
and picnics, while others exhibit a stronger focus on culture
and tradition by holding canoe races, powwows, and aware-
ness events.

Since becoming an official holiday, National Aboriginal Day
has been designated the opening day of Celebrate Canada!
This 11-day celebration also includes St-Jean Baptiste Day,
Canadian Multiculturalism Day, and CANADA DAy.

CONTACTS:

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
Ottawa, ON K1A 0H4 Canada
www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/index-eng.asp

4 0009 ¢ Abu Simbel Festival
February 22 and October 22

This festival celebrates the two days of the year on which the
light of the rising sun can reach the 180-foot deep innermost
chambers of Abu Simbel, the great temple of Ramses II, in
Egypt. The temple was designed so that only on these two
days in February and October does the sun shine on the four
gods in the sanctuary: Ptah, Amen-Re, Ramses, and Re-
Horakhty. This temple, the most colossal in Egypt, was built
by Ramses II between 1300 and 1233 B.C.E., and is famous for
its four 65-foot statues of the seated Ramses. It is actually two
temples—one for Ramses and one for queen Nefertiti—and is
extraordinary for its grandeur, beauty, and history. It was
unknown to the European world until Swiss explorer Johann
Burckhardt found it in 1812. The Italian Giovanni Belzoni
excavated the entrance and explored the temple in 1816. In
1964, when the new Aswan Dam was to be built, creating a
lake that would have drowned the temple, it was cut into 2,000
pieces and reassembled at a site about 180 feet higher. It is not
as perfect as it was at the foot of the cliff—but it was saved.

It is thought that there must have been ritual celebrations
in ancient times on the days when the sun penetrated the
sanctuary. Today, television covers the event, and people
gather to see the sunrise and to meditate. The sun now
shines on the sanctuary a day earlier than it did before the
temple was moved.

CONTACTS:

State Information Service, Egypt Ministry of Information
3 Al Estad Al Bahary St.

Nasr City, Cairo Egypt

20-2261-7304; fax: 20-2261-7308

www.sis.gov.eg

4 0010 ¢ Academy Awards Ceremony
Late February or March

The glamour and glitz of Hollywood is on full display at the
annual movie awards known as the Oscars or the Academy
Awards. Presented every year since 1929 by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, these awards are present-
ed for outstanding achievements in filmmaking during the
preceding year.

Some of the best star-gazing occurs before the actual awards
ceremony. That's when some of the film industry’s best-
known actors and actresses arrive in limousines, wearing
everything from tuxedos and designer evening gowns to far
less conventional outfits. After the awards—which include
Oscars for Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Director, and Best
Picture—are handed out, numerous after-show parties are
held at various Los Angeles homes and restaurants.

CONTACTS:

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
8949 Wilshire Blvd.

Beverly Hills, CA 90211

310-247-3000; fax: 310-859-9619
WWW.0Scars.org

SOURCES:
FunAlsoRises-1998, p. 87

4 0011 ¢ Acadian Day
Two weeks in August

The original Acadians were 17th-century French colonists
who settled in the area known as Acadia, which covered
what is now Nova Scotia as well as Prince Edward Island,
and parts of northern Maine and Quebec. Their French-
speaking descendants in the Maritime Provinces continue to
honor their heritage by holding many local Acadian Day cel-
ebrations, usually during the summer months.

Fifty thousand people attend the Acadian Festival in Cara-
quet, New Brunswick, the largest of these celebrations. The
festival takes place for 14 days in August each year and
includes Acadian dance performances, cabaret, and concerts
as well as sporting contests and a blessing of the fleet. The
highlight of the festival is “L’Acadie en Féte,” a huge celebra-
tion involving Acadian musicians, singers, artists, and actors.

CONTACTS:

Festival acadien de Caraquet

220 Boul St-Pierre Ouest, Bureau 312
Caraquet, NB EIW 1A5 Canada
506-727-2787; fax: 506-727-1995
www.festivalacadien.ca/contenu.cfm?id=108

Tourism New Brunswick

P.O. Box 6000

Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1 Canada
www.tourismnbcanada.com

SOURCES:
DictDays-1988, p. 1
GdWrldFest-1985, p. 37

4 0012 ¢ Acadian Festival
Length varies, usually three-four days at the end

of June
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The Madawaska Territory, which at one time ran along the
Canadian border between Maine and New Brunswick, was
settled by a small group of farmers who were chased out of
Acadia by the English in the late 18th century. As the settle-
ments grew, they were separated into Canadian and Ameri-
can communities, with Edmundston on the Canadian side
and Madawaska and St. David on the American side of the
St. John River.

In 1978 the local historical society in Madawaska proclaimed
June 28 as Acadian Day in the state of Maine, and since that
time it has been the site of an Acadian (or French-Canadian)
festival lasting anywhere from one day to a week. Regular
events include French music and dancing, an Acadian Sup-
per featuring pot en pot and fougere, a parade with bands and
marching units from both Maine and Canada, and an Acadi-
an mass followed by a procession to the white marble cross
that marks the site of the original Acadian settlement. The
festival usually coincides with a reunion of the original 13
families who settled here.

CONTACTS:

The Acadian Festival Committee
328 St. Thomas St.

Madawaska, ME 04756
207-728-6055; fax: 207-728-3611
www.acadianfestival.com

4 0013 ¢ Acadiens, Festivals
Third weekend in September

A combination of several festivals (food, music, crafts, and
more) to celebrate Cajun culture in Lafayette, La., known as
the capital of French Louisiana. When they were expelled
from Nova Scotia by the British in the 1770s, the French Aca-
dian farmers settled in the area around Lafayette in a region
of 22 parishes that came to be known as Acadiana. The word
“Cajun” comes from Acadian.

One part of the celebration is the Bayou Food Festival, which
offers a range of Cajun cooking from crawfish gumbo to alli-
gator sausage to corn maque-chou. The Louisiana Crafts Fes-
tival features handmade Cajun crafts and demonstrations by
blacksmiths, decoy carvers, alligator skinners, and story-
tellers. The Festival de Musique Acadienne features cen-
turies-old music sung in French. Modern crafts are also on
exhibit, and lectures and workshops on the Acadian lan-
guage and history are part of the weekend.

CONTACTS:

Lafayette Convention & Visitors Commission
1400 N.W. Evangeline Trwy.

Lafayette, LA 70501

800-346-1958 or 337-232-3737; fax: 337-232-0161
www.festivalsacadiens.com

4 0014 ¢ Accession of H.H. Sheikh Zayed as Ruler
of Abu Dhabi
August 6

On August 6, 1966, His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan overthrew his brother, Sheikh Shakhbut Bin-Sultan

Al Nahyan, in a bloodless palace coup in the Persian Gulf
country of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Sheikh Zayed
became the ruler of Abu Dhabi, the country’s principal city.
In 1971, Sheikh Zayad was appointed president of the coun-
try and held that post until his death in 2004. Sheikh Zayed'’s
family had been rulers in the UAE for many years: his grand-
father ruled the UAE from 1855 to 1909, and his father ruled
from 1922 to 1926.

Sheikh Zayed's reign was marked by reform and the develop-
ment of a modern, liberalized state. He used his nation’s oil
wealth to better the lives of his people. Education was his top
priority, and many schools and colleges were built under his
direction. He promoted sports among young people, both
men and women, and built stadiums, training facilities, and a
number of youth hostels and centers. Sheikh Zayed also built
a modern army with state-of-the-art equipment and training.
The troops have participated in UN peacekeeping activities,
including the construction of an airport in Kosovo. Unusual
in a Muslim nation, the media were allowed a large measure
of freedom, although they could not directly criticize Sheikh
Zayed or his family. Speaking of his policies, Sheikh Zayed
was quoted as saying, “What is the benefit of wealth if it is not
utilized to raise the standard of the people of the country?”

The day of Sheikh Zayed’s accession to power is celebrated
with a parade featuring floats carrying posters with Sheikh
Zayed’s portrait and pictures showing the development that
the UAE has enjoyed due to his reign. A caravan of camels
and other animals follows the floats. Other activities have
included an opera concerning the ruler’s life.

CONTACTS:

Embassy of the United Arab Emirates
3522 International Ct. N.W.,, Ste. 400
Washington, D.C. 20008

800-823-6911; fax: 202-243-2432

4 0015 ¢ Adae-Kese
January

This is the highlight of the ceremonial year among the
Ashanti people in Ghana. Adae-Kese commemorates the day
on which priest Okomfo Anokye called down from heaven
the Ashantis” Golden Stool. Elaborate stools are important
fixtures in Ashanti culture. When someone passes away, that
person’s stool is treasured by his or her survivors and hon-
ored periodically. The Golden Stool is that of King Osei Tutu,
the founder of the Ashanti kingdom.

During the Adae-Kese festival, people clean their ancestral
stools and offer food to the gods and ancestors. The current
king and the Golden Stool sit in state, while people from the
community and, often, the president of Ghana pay homage
to him. All of this takes place in Kumasi, where the king’s
palace is located. The museum there houses a second, copy-
cat golden stool used to deceive the British, who demanded
that the stool be turned over to them after hearing that it was
the source of the Ashanti king’s powers.

The Adae festival is held every 40 days throughout the year,
but the January celebration is the largest and most important.
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CONTACTS:

Ghana Tourist Board

P.O. Box 4386

Accra, Ghana

233-21-666314; fax: 233-21-244611
www.touringghana.com

SOURCES:
FestGhana-1970, p. 7
WildPlanet-1995, p. 183

4 0016 ¢ Adam’s Peak, Pilgrimage to
December-April

A footprint preserved in stone is a sacred site at the top of a
mountain in Dalhousie, Sri Lanka. Depending on one’s reli-
gious tradition, the footprint belongs to Adam (Muslim), the
Buddha, St. Thomas (Christian), or Lord Shiva (Hindu). Pil-
grims have made the climb for over 1,000 years.

There are two routes to the summit of Adam’s Peak, one of
which takes about three hours while the other takes seven
hours. Though the terrain is rugged, many pilgrims make the
ascent by the light of lanterns so they can arrive at the break
of dawn and catch a spectacular view of the western coast-
line. According to local tradition, a woman who reaches the
top will be reincarnated as a man.

CONTACTS:

Living Heritage Trust of Sri Lanka

1 Horton Terrace

Colombo, 7 Sri Lanka
94-11-269-1685; fax: 94-11-722-88177
www.sripada.org

SOURCES:
Wild Planet-1995, p. 290

4 0017 ¢ Adar Parab
March, April, November; ninth day of Adar, the
ninth Zoroastrian month

Adar Parab is one of the “sacred name days” in the Zororas-
trian calendar, where the name of the day and the name of
the month coincide. Adar, the spiritual being or yazata for
whom both the day and the month are named, presides over
fire and is associated with light and warmth. Parsis—as the
Zoroastrians living in India are called—traditionally give
their household fires a rest on this day by not cooking and by
offering special prayers. It is also customary to recite the por-
tion of the Avesta (Zoroastrian sacred writings) known as the
Atash Niyayesh, “Fire Litany.”

Fire is the most important symbol for the followers of
Zoroaster (also known as Zarathushtra), a Persian religious
leader believed to have lived around 1200 B.C.E. They have
fire temples where fires burn constantly, as well as fires that
are kindled in prayer halls and private homes for special
services performed outside the temple.

The Zoroastrian calendar has 12 months of 30 days each, plus
five extra days at the end of the year. Because of discrepan-
cies in the calendars used by widely separated Zoroastrian

communities around the world, there are now three different
calendars in use, and the 9th of Adar can fall either in March,
April, or November.

SOURCES:
DictWrldRel-1989, p. 829
RelHolCal-2004, p. 68

4 0018 ¢ Adelaide Festival
Two weeks in February-March in even-numbered
years

Adelaide, South Australia, metamorphosed from an isolated,
culturally deprived city to a major center of art and culture
worldwide, thanks to a group of visionary businessmen who
originated this biennial festival of the arts in 1960. In 2004 the
Adelaide Festival program included more than 50 perform-
ances, exhibitions, and workshops in dance, music, film, the-
ater, opera, and the visual arts, featuring artists from all over
the world. A writers” week is also featured. Events in the fes-
tival take place in the Festival Theatre, parks, churches, the
Adelaide Town Hall, and other locations.

See also ADELAIDE FRINGE FESTIVAL

CONTACTS:

Adelaide Festival

Level 9, 33 King William St.

P.O. Box 8221 Sta Arcade
Adelaide, SA 5000 Australia
61-8-8216-4444; fax: 61-8-8216-4455
www.adelaidefestival.org.au

SOURCES:
GAdWrldFest-1985, p. 8
IntlThFolk-1979, pp. 19, 21

4 0019 ¢ Adelaide Fringe Festival
Three weeks in February-March during even-
numbered years

Originating in the 1970s as an innovative, cutting-edge alter-
native to the established ADELAIDE FEsTIVAL, the Adelaide
Fringe Festival today enjoys a synergistic relationship with
its sister event, contributing to the vibrant atmosphere of this
Australian city during the autumn months. Held biennially
for a three-week period, the Fringe features the latest in the
underground and experimental arts created by independent
artists from Australia, Europe, and the United States. The
program includes comedy, dance, film, music, physical the-
ater, dramatic theater, and visual arts. Audience attendance
in 2002 was nearly 200,000, making the Adelaide Fringe one
of the largest and most popular arts festivals in the world.

CONTACTS:

Adelaide Fringe Inc.

105 Hindley St.

P.O. Box 3242

Adelaide, SA 5000 Australia
61-8-8100-2000; fax: 61-8-8100-2020
www.adelaidefringe.com.au
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4 0020 ¢ Administrative Professionals Week
Last full week of April

Professional Secretaries Week was started in 1952 by Profes-
sional Secretaries International—now called the Internation-
al Association of Administrative Professionals (IAAP)—an
organization devoted to the education and professional
development of secretaries, executive assistants, information
specialists, and office managers. It takes place during the last
full week in April, with Administrative Professionals Day
observed on Wednesday. Many IAAP chapters sponsor spe-
cial events throughout the week—such as educational semi-
nars or luncheons with guest speakers for secretaries and
their bosses—but Wednesday is the day when managers and
executives are supposed to give their office support staff a
special token of their appreciation.

How do secretaries want to be recognized on this day?
According to the 2001 IAAP survey, most of them want com-
pany-wide special events or training and educational ses-
sions. What do they get? Lunch is the most common form of
recognition, followed by flowers or other gifts.

CONTACTS:

International Association of Administrative Professionals
10502 N.W. Ambassador Dr.

P.O. Box 20404

Kansas City, MO 64195

816-891-6600; fax: 816-891-9118

www.iaap-hq.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 72
DictDays-1988, p. 109

4 0021 ¢ Admission Day
Varies from state to state

Many American states celebrate the anniversary of their
admission to the Union by observing a public holiday on or
near the actual day. Sometimes the day is referred to by the
name of the state—as in Colorado Day, Indiana Day, Nevada
Day, or WEST VIRGINIA DAY—and is marked by special cele-
brations. Other states let the anniversary of their admission
pass unnoticed. In Vermont, Admission Day coincides with
TOWN MEETING DAY.

For a listing of all states, see Appendix.

4 0022 ¢ Advent
From the Sunday closest to November 30 to
December 24 in the West; from November 15 to
December 24 in the East

The Advent season marks the beginning of the Christian
year in Western Christianity. Its length varies from 22 to 28
days, beginning on the Sunday nearest St. Andrew’s Day
and encompassing the next three Sundays, ending on
CHRISTMAS EVE.

In the Roman Catholic Church and those of the Anglican
Communion the third Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday,

from the first word of the introit, “Rejoice.” Rose-colored
vestments may replace the purple, and flowers may be on the
altar. Originally a period of reflection and penitence in prepa-
ration for CHRISTMAS—in much the same way that LENT is in
preparation for EASTER—Advent has sometimes been
referred to as the Winter Lent. But over time the restrictions
of Advent have become greatly relaxed. Today it is usually
associated with the Advent calendars that parents give their
children to help them count the days until Christmas.

In Orthodox (Eastern) Christianity, the church year begins on
September 1, and Advent begins on November 15. The
Advent fast is called the Little Lent, because it’s shorter than
the Great Lent preceding Easter.

SOURCES:

AmerBkDays-2000, p. 802
BkFestHolWrld-1970, p. 127
DaysCustFaith-1957, p. 302
DictWrldRel-1989, pp. 5, 154, 175
EncyChristmas-2003, pp. 3,7, 8,10
EncyRel-1987, v. 3, p. 441
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 680
HolSymbols-2009, p.7
OxYear-1999, p. 598
RelHolCal-2004, pp. 83, 115
SaintFestCh-1904, p. xiii

4 0023 ¢ Advent (Germany)
Sunday nearest November 30 through December 24

Many German households observe Advent with an Advent
wreath. Traditionally fashioned from a fir branch entwined
with gold and silver ribbons or bits of red thread, the wreaths
also contain holders for four candles. German families dis-
play the wreath on a tabletop or suspend it from the ceiling.
One candle is lit on each of the Sundays in Advent. An old
Roman Catholic tradition called for lighting the candles on
Saturday instead. Many German households light a “Star of
Seven,” a seven-branched candelabrum, on CHRISTMAS EVE,
and at midnight carry the lit “star” though the dark to the vil-
lage church for the Christmas Eve service.

SOURCES:

BkFestHolWrld-1970, p. 128
EncyChristmas-2003, pp. 3, 6, 7, 10, 276
FestWestEur-1958, p. 79
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 680
OxYear-1999, p. 598

4 0024 ¢ AFC Asian Cup
Every four years

Since 1956, the Asian Football Confederation has held the
AFC Asian Cup tournament every four years to determine
the best soccer team in Asia. The winner of the contest goes
on to compete for the FIFA Confederations” World Cup, the
soccer world’s highest honor. To avoid conflict over audience
with the Olympic Games, which are also held every four
years, the Asian Football Confederation held their most
recent competition in 2007 and will hold future tournaments
every four years from that date forward.



Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary, 4th Edition

In 2007, 25 national teams vied for the AFC Asian Cup, with
that number whittled down to 16 in the preliminary rounds.
Over the years, several national teams have dominated the
competition. Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Iran have won the AFC
Asian Cup three times. South Korea has won twice. Iran’s
team boasts the best overall numbers for tournament play.

The 2007 winner was Iraq, which defeated Saudi Arabia by a
score of 1-0. It was the first time that Iraq had won the covet-
ed sports prize. Many Iraqis saw the soccer win in larger
terms, pointing out that the team was composed of Kurd,
Sunni, and Shiite players who were able to work together to
win a victory. They hoped it foreshadowed a spirit of cooper-
ation in national politics as well.

CONTACTS:

Asian Football Confederation

AFC House, Jalan 1/155B, Bukit Jalil
Kuala Lumpur 57000 Malaysia
www.the-afc.com/eng/index.jsp.html

4 0025 ¢ Africa Industrialization Day
November 20

In 1989 the UNITED NATIONS designated November 20 as Africa
Industrialization Day. Observances center around mustering
international support for the industrialization of Africa.

CONTACTS:

United Nations

Dept. of Public Information, Ste. S-1070L
New York, NY 10017

212-963-6842; fax: 212-963-6914
WWW.Un.org

4 0026 ¢ Africa Malaria Day
April 25

Africa Malaria Day is sponsored by an international organi-
zation called Roll Back Malaria, whose members include rep-
resentatives from the World Health Organization, UNICEF,
the UNITED NATIONS, the World Bank, and various member
countries, organizations, and agencies. The goal of this
organization is to reduce the worldwide number of malaria
cases by one-half by the year 2010.

Malaria kills about 3,000 people a day, which adds up to
about 1,000,000 people per year. Most of these people are chil-
dren, and nine out of ten of them live in sub-Saharan Africa.

Africa Malaria Day is a day dedicated to raising public aware-
ness about malaria prevention and treatment, as well as the
economic and social toll the disease takes on poor countries.
Activities include special media campaigns, demonstrations
of the proper use of treated mosquito netting, lectures about
the disease, and other educational events. Roll Back Malaria
chose April 25 as the date of their newly created holiday in
order to commemorate the April 25, 2000, Summit on Malar-
ia, held in Abuja, Nigeria. The first Africa Malaria Day was
held the following year in 2001. The United Nations has
declared 2001-2010 as the Decade to Roll Back Malaria.

CONTACTS:

World Health Organization

Ave. Appia 20

Geneva, 1211 Switzerland
41-22-791-2111; fax: 41-22-791-4824
www.rbm.who.int

4 0027 ¢ African American Day Parade
Last Sunday in September

The African American Day parade is the largest black parade
in the United States and attracts a crowd of approximately
900,000 annually. Held on the last Sunday of September in
the Harlem neighborhood of New York City, the parade pro-
gresses up Adam Clayton Powell Boulevard from 111th
Street to 142nd Street. The African American Day parade has
been held annually since 1969 to promote unity, justice, and
economic empowerment. It features many African-American
business, social, and political leaders, as well as performers,
marchers, and floats representing more than 300 organiza-
tions, including a wide range of colleges and bands from
throughout the region. Among the participants are step
dancers, drum and bugle corps, service organizations, pro-
fessional associations, philanthropic organizations, cultural
heritage groups, and social clubs. The parade celebrates
African heritage and black achievement in all areas, and past
grand marshals include such luminaries as congressional
representative Shirley Chisholm, New York mayor David
Dinkins, filmmaker Spike Lee, Reverend Al Sharpton, and
actor Denzel Washington.

CONTACTS:

African American Day Parade, Inc.
P.O. Box 501

College Station

New York, NY 10030

212-348-3080
www.africanamericandayparade.org

SOURCES:
AAH-2007, p. 3

4 0028 ¢ African American Women in Cinema
International Film Festival
Late October or early November

The African American Women in Cinema International Film
Festival is a three-day event held in New York City since 1998.
The festival celebrates the accomplishments of black and
other minority women in the film industry and seeks to
expand their professional opportunities. Sponsored by
African American Women in Cinema, Inc., a nonprofit organ-
ization that works to support minority women filmmakers,
the festival takes place in late October or early November and
includes film screenings (short and long films), social events,
acting workshops, and panel discussions on a variety of sub-
jects in cinema and entertainment. Workshop and discussion
forums include such topics as audition techniques, the film
editing process, understanding film financing, empowering
women through movies, and selecting film music. Events take
place at several venues throughout the city. The festival con-
cludes with a brunch and award ceremony on Sunday:.
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CONTACTS:

African-American Women in Cinema Organization, Inc.
545 Eighth Ave., Ste. 401

New York, NY 10018

212-769-7949; fax: 212-871-2074

aawic.org

SOURCES:
AAH-2007, p. 21

4 0029 ¢ African/Caribbean International Festival
of Life
Independence Day weekend

Introduced in 1993, the African/Caribbean International Fes-
tival of Life (IFOL) is a music and culture celebration held in
Washington Park in Chicago during the first week of July.
The family-oriented festival draws more than 150,000 atten-
dees over a four-day period extending from Thursday
through Sunday of Independence Day weekend. IFOL show-
cases reggae, calypso, world beat, R&B, hip-hop, jazz, blues,
and Latin music. In addition, it features dance performances,
food, clothing, arts, crafts, and a variety of activities and
games designed for family entertainment. IFOL organizers
sponsor the event to promote peace, love, and unity among
nations, stressing the dual themes of “Bringing nations
together” and “Living together as one.” Festivalgoers can
purchase a one-day pass or a festival pass good for all four
days. A portion of the proceeds from the festival is donated
to charity to support programs for children in crisis.

CONTACTS:

African/Caribbean International Festival of Life
Martin’s International Culture, Inc.

1325 S. Wabash Ave., Ste. 307

Chicago, IL 60605-2536

312-427-0266 or 877-973-4423; fax: 312-427-0268
www.festivaloflife.com

SOURCES:
AAH-2007, p. 24

4 0030 ¢ African Liberation Day
May 25

While other holidays seek to commemorate the events and
achievements of the past, African Liberation Day focuses
attention on a goal that has not yet been fully realized: the lib-
eration of all African people. The observance of this day can
be traced back to April 15, 1958, when the Conference of
Independent African States was held in Accra, Ghana. Atten-
dees declared April 15 African Freedom Day, and between
1958 and 1963 this observance was supported by leaders
worldwide, including President John F. Kennedy, MALCOLM
X, and Senator Hubert Humphrey in the United States.

As British and European colonies in Africa continued to win
their independence during the 1950s and 60s, and as the civil
rights movement in the United States began to achieve some
success, 31 independent African countries met on May 25,
1963, to form the Organization of African Unity. They
changed the name and the date of what now became African
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Liberation Day. In 1999 the group reorganized into the
African Union.

Today, observances worldwide include marches, parades,
rallies, and conferences. These events focus on celebrating
freedom from colonialism, educating people about the
progress of the African liberation movement, and speaking
out against oppression. There are also sporting contests and
tribal dances, particularly in Chad, Zambia, and other
African states where it is a public holiday.

CONTACTS:

African Union

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

251-1-151-7700; fax: 251-1-151-7844
www.africa-union.org/root/au/index/index.ht

SOURCES:
AfrAmerHol-1991, p. 43

4 0031 ¢ African Methodist Quarterly Meeting
Day
Last Saturday in August

The Big August Quarterly of the African Union Methodist
Protestant Church takes place annually in Wilmington,
Delaware. It honors the establishment of the A.U.M.P. Church
in 1813 as the “Mother Church” for African Americans. The
first independent black congregation in Wilmington was
started by an influential black religious leader named Peter
Spencer, who, along with 41 like-minded African Americans,
left the town’s Asbury Methodist Church in 1805 because its
white members refused to let them participate fully in the
services. In the years before the Civil War the Big August
Quarterly drew slaves from all around, who obtained special
passes permitting them to attend the weekend of gospel
music, impassioned preaching, and family get-togethers.

Its founders modeled the Big August Quarterly on the quar-
terly meetings held by Quakers. Many thousands of people
from Delaware and its neighboring states came to these stir-
ring religious festivals. Although it no longer draws the
crowds it used to, the Big August Quarterly has undergone a
resurgence in recent years. It features soul food, musical
entertainment, and an opportunity for people to reminisce
about the Big August Quarterlies of the past.

SOURCES:

AAH-2007, p. 29
FolkAmerHol-1999, p. 350
RelHolCal-2004, p. 100

4 0032 ¢ African World Festival
Third weekend in August

The African World Festival is a cultural festival held annual-
ly on the third weekend of August in Detroit, Mich. With
more than one million visitors each year, it is one of the
largest ethnic festivals in the United States. Sponsored by the
Charles H. Wright Museum of African-American History, the
festival has been in existence since 1983.
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The African World Festival is held at Hart Plaza overlooking
the Detroit River and includes entertainment, arts, education,
and cultural exhibits. Festival events take place over a three-
day weekend, operating from Friday through Sunday. Tradi-
tional African dancers and drummers perform, and musi-
cians entertain audiences in the plaza’s amphitheater with
various styles of African-influenced music, including such
genres as reggae, blues, gospel, and jazz. An annual Greek
step show features sorority and fraternity dance teams.
African and world goods are available from more than 150
vendors in the marketplace, and the Taste of the Diaspora
food court offers cuisine ranging from African specialties to
all-American favorites. The African Family Village offers arts,
crafts, games, spoken word performances, and music for
families with children.

CONTACTS:

Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History
315 East Warren

Detroit, MI 48201

313-494-5800; fax: 313-494-5855

www.maah-detroit.org

SOURCES:
AAH-2007, p. 36

4 0033 ¢ Agonalia
January 9

In Roman mythology, Janus is the god of beginnings and of
doorways. The worship of Janus is believed to have been
started by Romulus, one of the legendary founders of Rome.
Usually depicted with two faces, one looking forward to the
future and the other looking back to the past, his image
appeared on an early Roman coin with a ship’s prow on the
reverse side. Roman boys used to toss these coins, calling out
“heads or ships” just as youngsters today play “heads or
tails.” During the festival in honor of Janus known as the
Agonalia, the rex sacrorum or officiating priest sacrificed a
ram. Offerings of barley, incense, wine, and cakes called Jan-
uae were also common.

Numa Pompilius, the legendary second king of Rome, hon-
ored Janus by dedicating the famous Ianus geminus, the
arcade at the northeast end of the Roman Forum, to him. It
was believed that passing through this arcade brought luck
to soldiers on their way to war.

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 1
DictFolkMyth-1984, p. 539
DictRomRel-1996, p. 4
FestRom-1981, p. 60
OxYear-1999, p. 29

4 0034 ¢ Agriculture Fair at Santarém, National
10 days beginning first Friday in June

The most important agricultural fair in Portugal is held for 10
days in June each year at Santarém, capital of the rich agricul-
tural province of Ribatejo. Although the focus of the Ribate-
jo Fair is on farming and livestock breeding, there is also a
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colorful program of bullfighting, folk singing, and dancing,
as well as a procession of campinos, or bull-herders. Many
other European countries exhibit farm animals and machin-
ery at the Feira Nacional de Agricultura. Santarém is also the
site of an annual gastronomy festival in October, which
focuses on traditional cooking from all over the country.

CONTACTS:

Ribatejo Tourist Office

Campo Emilio Infante da Camara

Casa do Campino

Santarem, 2000-014 Portugal

043-33-33-18
www.ribatejo.com/ecos/linguas/english.html

SOURCES:
IntlThFolk-1979, p. 312

4 0035 ¢ Agua, La Fiesta de
First Sunday in October

A festival held in San Pedro de Casta, Lima Department,
Peru, the Water Festival accompanies the annual cleaning
and maintaining of the river canals. The town mayor goes to
the cave where Pariapunko, a deity of water, is believed to
reside and implores him to flood the community with fresh
water. Then La Toma, the gate that holds back the Carhuayu-
mac River, is opened and the water is allowed to course
through the newly repaired canals. A procession of horsemen
follows the path of the water as it makes its way to the gorge
of Carhuayumac.

SOURCES:
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 589

4 0036 ¢ Agwunsi Festival
August-September

Agwunsi, or Agwu, is the god of healing and divination
among the Igbo people of Nigeria. He is also the patron of
doctors, because he gives herbs and other medicines their
power to cure. On Agwunsi feast day, patients who have
been healed send animals as a token of gratitude to the doc-
tors who cured them.

SOURCES:
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 550

4 0037 ¢ Air Races and Air Show, National
Championship
September, four days ending on second weekend
after Labor Day

The National Championship Air Races and Air Show is a four-
day nostalgia trip for air buffs, held since 1964 in Reno, Nev.
About 95 to 100 aircraft are generally registered for the races,
providing some 180,000 spectators with the sight and sound of
piston-engine planes flying around closed-pylon race courses.
The planes entered include such World War II planes as the
powerful P-51 Mustang and the bent-wing Chance-Vought
F2G Corsair; the eerie sound the Corsair made was called
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“whistling death” by the Japanese of World War II. The race is
the only one in the world that covers all four classes: Unlimit-
ed (vintage and modified warbirds and homebuilt racers), AT-
6 (World War II pilot trainers), Formula One (super-midget
planes), and Biplane (double-winged barn stormers). Air
shows of military demonstrations, parachuting exhibits, and
military fly-bys are also some of the events.

CONTACTS:

Reno Air Racing Association
14501 Mt. Anderson St.

Reno, NV 89505

775-972-6663; fax: 775-972-6429
www.airrace.org

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 115

4 0038 ¢ Airing the Classics
Sixth day of sixth lunar month

In China the Double Sixth is the day when Buddhist monas-
teries examine the books in their library collections to make
sure that they haven’t been damaged. It commemorates the
time when the boat carrying the Buddhist scriptures from
India was upset at a river crossing, and all the books had to
be spread out to dry. Also known as Tiankuang Jie, or Heav-
en’s Gift Day, it is traditional in some regions to set linens
and books, as well as bath water, out in the sun. Setting aside
a special day for “Airing the Classics” is especially important
in hot, wet climates, where books are more vulnerable to
mold and insects.

SOURCES:
EncyRel-1987, v. 3, p. 326
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 415
OxYear-1999, p. 702

4 0039 ¢ AirVenture
Late July-early August

Begun in 1953 as a part of the Milwaukee Air Pageant, the Air-
Venture has grown to become one of the largest conventions
of any kind in the world. Sponsored by the Experimental Air-
craft Association, the annual event draws together enthusiasts
of homemade flying craft, designers of more serious craft, and
a host of individuals, companies, and government agencies
involved in the aviation and aeronautics industries.

Some 10,000 aircraft of all kinds are on display at the conven-
tion. Included in this number are homebuilt airplanes,
antique planes, classics, military craft, ultralight flying vehi-
cles, and rotorcraft. In addition, over 500 forums are conduct-
ed by aviation leaders, NASA researchers, Federal Aviation
Agency personnel, and aircraft designers. Some 800
exhibitors set up booths covering some one million square
feet to display their aviation products and services. Work-
shops explain the details of constructing your own working
aircraft. In the afternoon, there is a three-hour air show. In the
evening, live entertainment performances feature NASA
astronauts, test pilots, and leading aviation personalities. An
estimated 750,000 people attend the convention every year.
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CONTACTS:

Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center

3000 Poberezny Rd.

Oshkosh, WI 54902

920-426-4800

www.airventure.org

4 0040 ¢ Aizu Byakko Matsuri
September 22-24

Aizu was at one time the sturdiest castle in northeast Japan,
but it was destroyed in the battle between the Emperor’s
forces and the Shogun’s forces known as Boshin-no-eki in
1868. The Byakkotai, or White Tiger Band, a band of young
men who vowed to lay down their lives in defense of the cas-
tle, saw what they thought was fire rising from the walls.
Thinking it had fallen into enemy hands, they kept their vow
and killed themselves. To commemorate their courage, there
is a procession of 500 warriors, led by the highly selective
Byakkotai corps, and a lantern procession through the streets
of Aizu Wakamatsu, where the original members of the
White Tiger Band are buried.

CONTACTS:

International Relations Section of City

City of Aizu Wakamatsu Hall

3-46 Higashi Sakae-machi

Aizu Wakamatsu-shi, Fukushima-ken 965-8601 Japan
81-2-4239-1201; fax: 81-2-4239-1400
www.city.aizuwakamatsu.fukushima.jp

SOURCES:
IliFestjapan-1993, p. 111
JapanFest-1965, p. 191

4 0041 ¢ Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock Exposition and
Rodeo
September

Billed as the “World’s Largest 4-H Livestock Show,” the Ak-
Sar-Ben (“Nebraska” spelled backwards) Livestock Exposition
and Rodeo in Omaha dates back to 1928, when its purpose
was to get the state’s young people interested in livestock
breeding. It started out as a nationwide breed show, but thor-
oughbred racing became an important part of the event when,
during the 1930s, parimutuel racing became legal—as long as
it was administered by nonprofit organizations.

The exposition lasts five days and features a World Champi-
onship Rodeo, a Catch-a-Calf contest, and entertainment by
well-known country and western stars. But the show’s main
purpose historically has been to showcase 4-H activities.

CONTACTS:

Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben Foundation
302 S. 36th St., Ste. 800

Omaha, NE 68131

402-554-9600; fax: 402-554-9609
www.aksarben.org

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 111
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4 0042 ¢ Akshya Tritiya
April-May; third day of the waxing half of the
Hindu month of Vaisakha

The Hindu observance of Akshya Tritiya in India combines
fasting and festivities. Akshya means “exempt from decay,”
and the devotions performed on this day are believed to last
forever. Hindus fast and worship Vishnu, along with his con-
sort Lakshmi, with holy Ganges water, fulsi or basil leaves,
incense, flowers, lamps, and new clothes. Bathing in the
Ganges River is a popular way to demonstrate one’s devo-
tion. This is also the day on which the mountain passes of Sri
Badrinarain in the Himalayas open again after the long,
snowy winter.

Svetambaras Jains also fast on the third day of the waxing
half of Vaisakha. They call this day Aksaya Tritiya, and it
commemorates the fast observed by the first Tirthankara,
whose name was Risabha and who was given some sugar
cane juice to break his fast. The Svetambaras or “white-clad”
Jains are the dominant group in northern India, and they are
called this because they believe that monks should be
clothed. The other major Jain sect, the Digambaras or “sky-
clad” sect, believe that total nudity is required of monks,
although Indian law requires that Digambara monks wear a
loincloth in public.

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, pp. 168, 195

4 0043 ¢ Akwambo (Path-Clearing Festival)
Date varies

How and when the Akwambo Festival is observed by the Fante
people, particularly in the Agona and Gomoa regions of
Ghana, varies from place to place. It was first observed by the
migrant ancestors of these people, whose primary task when
they arrived in a new place was clearing paths to the rivers and
other watering places. A day was set aside for this purpose, and
for clearing the paths leading to farms and other communal
places as well. Everyone who used these routes was expected
to attend and help in the work or contribute financially.

In some places, path clearing is no longer necessary because
there are paved roads. But the festival is still observed, espe-
cially at Agona Nkum, where it is part of a week-long celebra-
tion. A traditional part of the festivities is the parade of the
Asafo groups. Each town has a number of Asafo companies
which, during colonial times, functioned as militias. The liter-
al translation of asafo is “people of war.” Today they are com-
munity associations which together include representatives
from nearly every family in town, but the military influence is
still seen in the flags and weapons carried by members.

On path-clearing day in Agona Nkum the Asafo companies
lead a procession beyond the town’s borders where they
pay homage to Oburata Kofi, the god of the well. Then,
amid firing guns, dancing, and drumming, the procession
returns to town, where community members meet with the
town chief and other leaders to discuss town laws and other
communal matters.
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CONTACTS:

Ghana Embassy

3512 International Dr. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-686-4520; fax: 202-686-4527
www.ghanaembassy.org

SOURCES:
FestGhana-1970, p. 40

4 0044 ¢ Al Bustan International Festival of
Music and the Arts
February and March

The Al Bustan International Festival of Beirut, Lebanon,
annually presents a program of music dance, marionettes,
and theater, usually centered on a specific theme. Past events
have been devoted to the culture of a particular country or
city, or to a special subject.

The festival was founded in 1994 to help revive Lebanon’s
cultural life after 17 years of war. While chamber music dom-
inates the program, the festival also includes works of opera,
orchestral music, and choral music. Each year, the festival
offers more than 30 performances over the five-week festival
period in February and March. During the festival, partici-
pating artists offer master classes and workshops at the
National Conservatoire in Beirut and other institutions
throughout Lebanon. A visual arts exhibition accompanies
every festival, and it has commissioned musical works by
such contemporary composers as John Taverner.

CONTACTS:

Al Bustan Festival

Mail Box 343

56 Gloucester Rd.

London SW7 4UB UK
www.albustanfestival.com

Lebanon Embassy
Washington, DC 20008
202-939-6300; fax: 202-939-6324
lebanonembassyus.org

4 0045 ¢ Alabama Blueberry Festival
Third Saturday in June

The Alabama Blueberry Festival is a one-day celebration of
the blueberry in Brewton, which is in the only area of Ala-
bama still shipping blueberries commercially. The celebration,
dedicated to Dr. W. T. Brightwell, whose improved varieties
of the Rabbiteye blueberry were introduced here in 1961, fea-
tures tours of the local blueberry farms. Events include live
entertainment, children’s rides, arts and crafts, an antique car
show, a food contest, and food booths selling all kinds of
locally prepared blueberry dishes, among them cobbler, waf-
fles, ice cream and cakes. Attendance is about 28,000.

CONTACTS:

Greater Brewton Area Chamber of Commerce
1010-B Douglas Ave.

Brewton, AL 36426

251-867-3224; fax: 251-809-1793
www.brewtonchamber.com
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4 0046 ¢ Alahamady Be
First new moon in March

Alahamady Be is NEw YEAR’S DAY in Madagascar, the fourth
largest island in the world, located off the southeastern
coast of Africa. The Malagasy new year traditionally begins
in March. Alahamady Be is celebrated with the appearance
of the year’s first new moon. Festivities last for two days.
People put on their best clothes, feast, give presents, and
sing religious songs. The celebration is particularly festive
in the capital city of Antananarivo, which means “town of a
thousand warriors.” The townspeople make their way to
the sacred royal hill known as Ambohimanga, meeting at
what was once the site of the queen’s palace to offer prayers
to the departed. When these devotions are completed it’s
time to eat.

A favorite food is romazava, which is made from meat and
herbs and eaten with rice. Sausages, vegetables, and wine
made from rice or cane sugar often round out the meal. The
feasting is an opportunity for families and friends to get
together and wish each other luck in the coming year.
Because it is not unusual in Madagascar for Christian beliefs
to be combined with traditional customs and practices,
Christian hymns are often sung on New Year’s Day.

CONTACTS:

Madagascar Embassy

2374 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-265-5525; fax: 202-483-7603
www.madagascar-consulate.org

SOURCES:
FestWrld: Madag-1999, p. 8

4 0047 ¢ Alamo Day
March 6

The cry “Remember the Alamo!” has particular significance
for the natives of Texas, which was once part of Mexico. In
1836 a garrison of Texans took a stand against the Mexican
army at a Franciscan mission in San Antonio named after the
grove of cottonwood trees (alamo in Spanish) that surround-
ed it. Led by Lieutenant William Barret Travis, the band of
187 volunteers, including border heroes Davy Crockett and
James Bowie, was besieged for 13 days by 3,000-5,000 Mexi-
cans under the leadership of General Antonio L6pez de Santa
Anna. Travis refused to surrender and the Alamo was over-
run by the opposing army on the morning of March 6. Only
women and children among the defenders survived.

The heroic action at the Alamo gave the Texans time to organ-
ize the forces necessary to save their independence move-
ment. Six weeks after the Alamo’s fall, General Sam Houston
defeated and captured Santa Anna at the battle of San Jacin-
to (see SAN JACINTO DAY), forcing him to sign a treaty recog-
nizing Texas” independence. Since 1897, this day has been
celebrated as Texas Heroes’ Day.

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT) have managed
the Alamo since 1905. DRT is an organization founded by
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daughters of Texas veterans in 1891 to promote the study and
celebration of Texas history.

CONTACTS:

Daughters of the Republic of Texas
P.O. Box 2599

San Antonio, TX 78299
210-225-1391; fax: 210-229-1343
www.thealamo.org

San Antonio Living History Association
5310 San Pedro Ave.

San Antonio, TX 78212

210-273-1730
www.sanantoniolivinghistory.org
Library of Congress

101 Independence Ave. S.E.
Washington, DC 20540

202-707-5000; fax: 202-707-8366
www.loc.gov

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 187
AnnivHol-2000, p. 40
DaysCustFaith-1957, p. 97
DictDays-1988, p. 2

4 0048 ¢ Alasitas Fair
January 24

Each year on January 24 a large marketplace in La Paz,
Bolivia, is full of merchants who traditionally call out, “Ala-
sitas,” an Aymara word meaning “buy from me,” to potential
buyers of their miniature wares. Shoppers can find tiny repli-
cas of just about every kind of object—cars, houses, foods,
furniture, clothes, tools, household goods, and, especially,
money—and seek those which represent items they would
like to have in the coming year. After purchasing the minia-
ture object of one’s desire, the next step is to take it to church
to have it blessed.

Presiding over all this downsized commerce is Ekeko, an
Aymara god of material wealth, fertility, and good luck.
Ekeko is represented as a portly little man who wears a back-
pack full of goods and whose arms are stretched out, as if in
an attitude of acquisition. Many people keep ceramic figures
of Ekeko in their homes for good luck.

CONTACTS:

Bolivian Embassy

3014 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-483-4410; fax: 202-328-3712
www.bolivia-usa.org

SOURCES:

AnnivHol-2000, p. 14
BkFestHolWrld-1970, p. 17
BkHolWrld-1986, p. Jan 24
DictFolkMyth-1984, pp. 33, 342
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 46

4 0049 ¢ Alaska Day
October 18
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An official holiday in America’s 49th and largest state, Alaska
Day commemorates the formal transfer of Alaska from Russia
to the United States on October 18, 1867. The event, which
took place at Sitka, was a sad one for the Russian colonists
who had already made Alaska their home, and it must have
seemed that Mother Nature was conspiring against them. A
strong wind caught the Russian flag during the transfer cere-
mony, tangling it in the halyards. The seaman who was final-
ly hoisted up to free it dropped the flag by mistake, and
another gust swept it into a group of Russian bayonets. The
tattered remains were presented to the weeping wife of Prince
Dmitri Maksoutsoff, the last Russian governor.

Today the lowering of the Russian flag and the raising of the
Stars and Stripes is reenacted every year as part of this five-
day festival in Sitka. Other events include a parade and a
period costume ball.

After the transfer, Alaska was eventually organized as a ter-
ritory and maintained this status until it became a state on
January 3, 1959 (see also Appendix).

CONTACTS:

Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau
524 W. 4th Ave.

Anchorage, AZ 99501

800-478-1255 or 907-276-4118
www.travelalaska.com

Sitka Convention and Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 1226

Sitka, AK 99835

907-747-5940; fax: 907-747-3739
www.sitka.org

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 717
AnnivHol-2000, pp. 3, 174
DictDays-1988, p. 3

4 0050 ¢ Albania Independence Day
November 28

The Albanian people proclaimed their independence from
the Turks on this day in 1912. The Turks had first invaded
this part of Europe around 1400, but under the leadership of
a brave chief named Skanderbeg, the Albanians held them off
for more than 20 years. After his death, however, the Turks
conquered Albania, and they continued to rule the country
for more than 400 years. It wasn’t until the end of the Balkan
War that Turkish rule was abolished and a proclamation of
independence was issued on November 28, 1912.

Independence Day is a public holiday observed throughout
Albania and is marked by a festive parade in Tirana, the cap-
ital. It is closely followed by Liberation Day on November 29,
the day on which the invasions of German and Italian troops
during World War II were terminated in 1944.

CONTACTS:

Albanian Embassy

2100 S. St. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008
202-223-4942; fax: 202-628-7342
www.embassyofalbania.org
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SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 196
NatlHolWrld-1968, p. 210

4 0051 ¢ Albania Republic Day
January 11

Republic Day was a national holiday in Albania, also known
as Anniversary Day, which commemorated the founding of
the Communist government on January 11, 1946, until April
15, 1991, when the first Parliament since the fall of the Soviet
Union convened.

CONTACTS:

Albanian Embassy

2100 S St. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008
202-223-4942; fax: 202-628-7342
www.embassyofalbania.org

4 0052 ¢ Alberta Heritage Day
First Monday in August

The province of Alberta, Canada, celebrates its cultural her-
itage on the first Monday of August. The Legislative Assem-
bly of Alberta made this day an official provincial holiday by
passing the Heritage Act of 1974, which also decreed that the
observance can occur on the preceding Saturday or Sunday.

The holiday’s date differs from that of other Canadian her-
itage celebrations, which are usually held on the third Mon-
day of February. Despite continuous attempts by the Her-
itage Canada Foundation to make Heritage Day a national
holiday, Alberta has maintained its own calendar date.

A notable annual event scheduled just before Alberta Her-
itage Day is the Crowsnest Pass Doors Open and Heritage
Festival. Held since 2006, this tourist-friendly event takes
place in the Canadian Rockies and includes heritage hikes,
storytelling, and tours of historical sites and local architecture.

CONTACTS:

Heritage Community Foundation
Ste. 54

9912-106 St.

Edmonton, AB T5K 1C5 Canada
www.heritagecanada.org

4 0053 ¢ Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta
First full week in October

The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is one of the
world’s largest gatherings of hot-air balloonists. More than
1,000 balloons, some more than six-stories high, present
dizzying colors and designs in the skies of New Mexico for a
nine-day fiesta that attracts nearly a million spectators.
Besides the daytime ascensions, illuminated balloons light
up the night skies. The fiesta also boasts fireworks and food
of all sorts.

See also HOT AIR BALLOON CLASSIC
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CONTACTS:

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta Inc.
4401 Alameda N.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87113

888-422-7277 or 505-821-1000; fax: 505-828-2887
www.balloonfiesta.com

4 0054 ¢ Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the Arts
June

The English fishing village of Aldeburgh, located on the North
Sea about 100 miles from London, may seem an unlikely place
for an international music festival. But it was here that English
composer Benjamin Britten, singer Peter Pears, and writer-pro-
ducer Eric Crozier—who together led a touring opera compa-
ny, the English Opera Group—founded the Aldeburgh Festi-
val in 1948. Then as now, the festival embraced the community
as both audience member and participant, and sought to bring
together established and new artists. Britten and other com-
posers often premiered their works at the festival, many of
which were inspired by the people and landscape of Alde-
burgh. When the festival grew out of its performance spaces, a
new venue, the Snapes Maltings Concert Hall, was built in
1967 on the site of a former malt brewery barn.

Today, in addition to the 17-day festival, activities continue
year-round through Aldeburgh Productions and include
classical, folk and jazz concerts; opera; contemporary dance;
the Britten-Pears School for Advanced Musical Studies; the
Snape Proms; and the Easter Festival.

CONTACTS:

Aldeburgh Productions

Snape Maltings Concert Hall

Snape, Suffolk IP17 1SP United Kingdom
44-17-2868-7110; fax: 44-17-2868-7120
www.aldeburgh.co.uk

SOURCES:
GdWrldFest-1985, p. 89
IntlThFolk-1979, p. 155
MusFestEurBrit-1980, p. 42
MusFestWrld-1963, p. 21

4 0055 ¢ Aldersgate Experience
Sunday nearest May 24

On the evening of May 24, 1738, John Wesley (1703-1791), co-
founder of the Methodist Church, visited a house on Alders-
gate Street, London, to join a group reading of Martin
Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. At about quarter
to nine, just as they were reading Luther’s description of the
change that God works in man’s heart, Wesley underwent a
conversion experience. “I felt my heart strangely warmed,”
he says in his account of the evening. From that time until his
death in 1791, Wesley considered it his mission in life to tell
people about his experience and to invite them to share his
beliefs. The anniversary of this event is commemorated by
the Methodist Church on the Sunday nearest May 24.

SOURCES:
DaysCustFaith-1957, p. 127
EncyRel-1987, v. 15, p. 370
RelHolCal-2004, p. 96
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4 0056 ¢ Alexandra Rose Day
June; Saturday

Sometimes called Alexandra Day or simply Rose Day, this
day commemorates the arrival of Queen Alexandra (1844-
1925), wife of the English king, Edward VII, in England on
June 26, 1862. In 1902 the much-loved queen founded the
Imperial Military Nursing Service, and in 1912 she started
Alexandra Rose Day. The Danish-born queen died 13 years
later, but the day is still celebrated by selling rose emblems to
raise money for hospitals.

See also HosPITAL WEEK, NATIONAL

SOURCES:
DictDays-1988, p. 3

4 0057 ¢ Algeria Independence Day
July 5

On this day in 1962, more than 100 years of French rule in
Algeria came to an end as France officially recognized a ref-
erendum for independence that was passed by a vote of the
Algerian people on July 1. Algerians had struggled for inde-
pendence, or at least equality with the French occupants of
their land, with organized movements for revolution since
the end of World War I. Independence Day is a legal holiday
in Algeria.

Another important celebration takes place on ALGERIA
NATIONAL DAY, which commemorates the day the successful
revolution against the French began.

CONTACTS:

Algerian Embassy

2118 Kalorama Rd. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-265-2800; fax: 202-667-2174
www.algeria-us.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 112

4 0058 # Algeria National Day
November 1

This national holiday, also known as Revolution Day, com-
memorates the day in 1954 Algerians began their revolution
against the French, who had ruled since 1830. Huge crowds
of people celebrate in the capital city of Algiers on the
Mediterranean coast.

CONTACTS:

Algerian Embassy

2118 Kalorama Rd. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-265-2800; fax: 202-667-2174
www.algeria-us.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 183
NatlHolWrld-1968, p. 198
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4 0059 ¢ All-American Soap Box Derby
First Saturday in August

The Soap Box Derby is a youth racing program that has been
run nationally since 1934. The idea came from an Ohio journal-
ist named Myron Scott, who was assigned to cover a race of
gravity-propelled cars built by young boys in his hometown of
Dayton and was so impressed by the event that he began to
develop a similar program on a nationwide scale. In 1935 the
race was moved to Akron because of its hilly terrain, and the
following year a permanent track was constructed through the
efforts of the Works Progress Administration (WPA).

The World Championship finals held at Derby Downs in
Akron consist of three racing divisions: the Stock Division for
girls and boys ages 9-16 competing in simplified cars built
from kits; the Kit Car Division for youngsters competing in
more advanced models, although still using standardized
kits and shells; and the Masters Division for girls and boys
ages 11-16 who want to test their creativity and design skills.
They can build a car from scratch or purchase and assemble
a Masters Kit and shell.

Competitors arrive on the Monday before the race and spend
the week working on their cars, participating in trial runs,
and relaxing before the big race on Saturday. The home-built
cars used in the derby today bear little resemblance to derby
cars in the 1930s, many of which were actually built out of
soap boxes.

CONTACTS:

All-American Soap Box Derby
1000 George Washington Blvd.
P.O. Box 7225

Akron, OH 44312
330-733-8723; fax: 330-733-1370
www.aasbd.com

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 147
GdUSFest-1984, p. 137

4 0060 ¢ All Saints” Day
November 1 in the West; first Sunday after
Pentecost in the East

In Roman Catholic, Anglican, and many Protestant churches,
the first day of November is a celebration of all the Christian
saints—particularly those who have no special feast days of
their own. Also known as All-Hallomas or All Hallows’ Day,
the idea for this holy day goes back to the fourth century,
when the Greek Christians kept a festival on the first Sunday
after PENTECOST (in late May or early June) in honor of all mar-
tyrs and saints. When the Pantheon at Rome was converted
into a Christian place of worship in the seventh century, Pope
Boniface IV dedicated it to the Virgin and all the martyrs, and
the anniversary of this event was celebrated on May 1.

CONTACTS:

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia
221 Dorcas St.

South Melbourne, VIC 3205 Australia
61-3-9696-2488; fax: 61-3-9696-3583
www.greekorthodox.org.au
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SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 745
BkDays-1864, vol. II, p. 520
DictFolkMyth-1984, pp. 36, 181, 573, 1056
FestSaintDays-1915, p. 197
FestWestEur-1958, pp. 17, 47
FolkAmerHol-1999, p. 427
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 632
OxYear-1999, pp. 440, 441
RelHolCal-2004, pp. 105, 123
SaintFestCh-1904, p. 470

4 0061 ¢ All Saints’ Day (France)
November 1

Both All Saints” Day, La Toussaint, and ALL SOULS” DAy, Le
Jour des Morts, are widely observed in France. All Saints” Day
is, in fact, a legal holiday in France. Church services in mem-
ory of all the saints are held on November 1, but by evening
the focus turns toward the dead. Cemeteries everywhere are
crowded with people who come to clean and decorate the
family graves. All Souls” Day, November 2, is dedicated to
prayers for the dead who are not yet glorified. Church serv-
ices are often followed by visits to the churchyard, and fami-
lies get together to pay homage to the deceased.

In Brittany, pancakes and cider are set out for the dead on the
eve of All Souls’ Day, and children play practical jokes in the
cemeteries—such as placing lit candles inside skulls, or rat-
tling bones in empty pails—to frighten visitors.

SOURCES:
DictFolkMyth-1984, p. 842
FestWestEur-1958, p. 47

4 0062 ¢ All Saints” Day (Louisiana)
November 1

ALL SAINTS” DAY is celebrated in many areas of the United
States where there are large Roman Catholic populations. In
New Orleans, for example, it is a legal holiday on which
Catholics gather in local cemeteries and decorate the graves
with flowers. The descendants of the French Canadian (also
known as Acadian or Cajun) settlers around St. Mar-
tinsville, Louisiana, observe this day in the traditional
French manner by laying wreaths and bouquets on even the
most obscure graves and, as darkness falls, by lighting can-
dles throughout the cemeteries in anticipation of ALL SOULS’
DAY on November 2.

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 746
DictDays-1988, p. 3

4 0063 ¢ All Saints” Day and All Souls” Day
(Guatemala)
October 31-November 2

Throughout Latin America, ALL SAINTS’ DAY, November 1,
and ALL SouLs’ DAY, November 2, are treated like a single
holiday. In Guatemala, the Indian villagers of Todos Santos
(which means “All Saints”) stretch these celebrations honor-
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ing the dead into a three-day-long affair by adding October
31. Families pay homage to the dead on All Souls” Day by
decorating the graves of their loved ones and offering flow-
ers, corn, squash, and orange slices at church. They position
them on the floor of the church, pour some coffee into the
flower blossoms, and then shake droplets of brandy over the
whole display.

These solemn offerings are in stark contrast to the highlight
of the festival, wild horse races, in which many of the riders
have been drinking since the previous night. In the town of
Santiago Sacatepequez people fly huge kites in the graveyard
and many attach prayers and notes to their deceased loved
ones to the kites’ tails.

CONTACTS:

Guatemalan Tourist Board

7A Avenida

Zona 4, Centro Civico 1-17 Guatemala
502-2421-2810; fax: 502-2421-2891
www.visitguatemala.com/nuevo/mainE.asp

SOURCES:
FiestaTime-1965, p. 163

4 0064 ¢ All Saints” Day and All Souls” Day (Peru)
November 1-2

In parts of Peru, the normally solemn celebration of ALL SAINTS’
DAy and ALL SOULS” DAY gives way to some lively courtship rit-
uals. In Arequipa and Cuzco, for example, many of the young
men deliver cakes in the form of a baby, decorated with colored
candies to their sweetheart’s home. There they hold a mock
baptismal ceremony in which they play the role of godfather.
This entering into the ritual relationship of compadrazgo, or god-
fathership, often paves the way for marriage later on. On
November 2 the young men of Tomaiquiche village visit their
girlfriends” homes at dawn to sing to them. The girls reward
their suitors by opening a window or door and dousing them
with drops of urine. Although this may not seem like a tradi-
tional token of love, urine is kept in a closed container in some
homes because it is believed to have curative powers.

CONTACTS:

Commission on the Promotion of Peru
Calle Uno Oeste No. 50, piso 13th
Urb. Corpac

Lima, 27 Peru

51-1-4224-3131; fax: 51-1-224-7134
www.promperu.gob.pe

SOURCES:
FiestaTime-1965, p. 163

4 0065 ¢ All Souls’ Day
November 2 in the West; second Saturday prior to
Lent and the day before Pentecost in the East

People held festivals for the dead long before Christianity. It
was St. Odilo, the abbot of Cluny in France, who in the 10th
century proposed that the day after ALL SAINTS” DAY be set
aside in honor of the departed—particularly those whose
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souls were still in purgatory. Today, the souls of all the faith-
ful departed are commemorated. Although All Souls’ Day is
observed informally by some Protestants, it is primarily a
Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Orthodox holy day.

In many Catholic countries, people attend churches, which
are appropriately draped in black, and visit family graves on
this day to honor their ancestors. In Shropshire and Cheshire,
England, children still go out “souling” from house to house,
although they are no longer given the traditional “soul
cakes” that were supposed to rescue souls from purgatory.
The evening of November 1 is often called All Souls’ Eve and
is a time to decorate graveyards and light candles in memo-
ry of the dead.

Orthodox Christians commemorate the dead on the second
Saturday before Lent begins and on the day before Pentecost.

In Mexico, it is a national holiday called the DiA DE LOS MUER-
TOS (or Day of the Dead). In the United States, Dia de los
Muertos is celebrated in areas where there is a large Mexican-
American population.

In Portugal, November 2 is known as Dia dos Finados (All
Souls’ Day), and the day is observed with special masses and
processions to cemeteries. Similar celebrations are held for
All Souls” Day in Ecuador, El Salvador, the French West
Indies, Macao, and Uruguay.

In Italy II Giorno dei Morti begins at dawn with a solemn
Requiem for the dead. Church bells toll and people decorate
the graves of their family members with flowers and candles.
But Il Giorno dei Morti is not entirely a somber occasion. In
Sicily the children who have prayed for the morti, souls of the
departed, leave their shoes outside doors and windows,
where they are filled with gifts. In Rome, it is customary for
young people to announce their engagements on All Souls’
Day. The man sends the engagement ring to his fiancée in a
small white box, which in turn is packed in an oval contain-
er filled with fave dei morti, “beans of the dead”—little bean-
shaped cakes made of ground almonds and sugar combined
with eggs, butter, and flour.

SOURCES:
DaysCustFaith-1957, p. 282
DictFolkMyth-1984, p. 38, 184, 842, 1051, 1052
FestSaintDays-1915, p. 200
FestWestEur-1958, pp. 17, 47, 100
FolkAmerHol-1999, p. 427
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 635
HolSymbols-2009, p. 19
OxYear-1999, p. 441
RelHolCal-2004, p. 105
SaintFestCh-1904, p. 472

4 0066 ¢ All Souls’ Day (Cochiti Pueblo)
November 2

The Cochiti Pueblo Indians, who occupy the northernmost of
the Keresan-speaking pueblos along the Rio Grande west of
Santa Fe, refer to this day as “Their Grandfathers Arrive
from the West Feast” (or “Their Grandfathers Arrive from
the Dead Feast”). Converted to Catholicism by Spanish mis-
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sionaries in the late 17th century, the Cochiti Indians regard
ALL SouLs” DAY as an opportunity to persuade the visiting
spirits of the departed that they have not been forgotten and
that their kin are prospering. Each family fasts, setting out
bowls of food in the corner of the house and leaving the door
open for the returning spirits. The family’s material goods—
in the form of blankets, shawls, and jewelry—are displayed
on the walls, and candles are lit so that the dead can find their
way to their former homes. The men congregate in the kiva,
or ceremonial chamber, where they spend the night singing
and cutting up small pieces of food as offerings for the dead.

Similar ceremonies are held at other Indian pueblos in New
Mexico. At Taos Pueblo, for example, the church bell rings all
night while candles burn and food is brought to the graves in
the churchyard. At the Zuni Pueblo around this same time,
Grandmothers” Day is celebrated by making offerings of
food to the dead. The men and boys spend the day going
from house to house singing and receiving food.

CONTACTS:

Pueblo Cultural Center

2401 12th St. N.W.

Albuquerque, NM 87104

866-855-7902 or 505-843-7270; fax: 505-842-6959
www.indianpueblo.org

4 0067 ¢ Allen (Richard), Birthday of
February 14

The son of two slaves, Richard Allen (1760-1831) was born in
Philadelphia on this day. By the time he was 26 years old, he
had saved enough money to buy his way out of slavery, and
soon after that he established an African-American congrega-
tion that met on Sunday afternoons in St. George’s Methodist
Church. Because he didn’t want his church to exist solely as an
arm of a European-American church, Allen bought some land
and set up America’s first African-American church in an old
blacksmith shop. His followers were known as Allenites.

A new church building, completed in 1794, was dedicated by
Francis Asbury, America’s first Methodist bishop. Allen’s
work among African Americans expanded at such a rapid
rate that in 1816 he had to expand the organization of his
church nationwide. Members of the African Methodist Epis-
copal (AME) Church commemorate the birth of their founder
and first bishop on this day.

CONTACTS:

First Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church

3801 Market St., Ste. 300

First District Plaza

Philadelphia, PA 19104

215-662-0506; fax: 215-662-0199

www.1stdistrict-ame.org

African Methodist Episcopal Church
500 8th Ave. S

Nashville, TN 37203

615-254-0911; fax: 615-254-0912
www.ame-church.com

SOURCES:
EncyRel-1987, v. 1, pp. 97, 211
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4 0068 ¢ Alma Highland Festival and Games
May, Memorial Day weekend

Like other American cities and towns founded or settled pri-
marily by Scots, Alma, Michigan, celebrates its Scottish her-
itage by holding a traditional Highland Festival for three
days in late May each year. The festival was originated by a
local resident who attended the Scottish games in Boston in
1962 and decided that a similar event should be held in
Alma, a city founded by Scots and with a Scottish name.

Activities include Scottish athletic events, border collie
demonstrations, fiddling contests, an arts and crafts show,
piping, drumming, and highland dancing. Participants come
from all over the United States and Canada, and some even
come from Scotland. The food served at the festival includes
meat pies, haggis (a traditional Scottish dish made from the
heart, liver, etc. of a sheep or calf, minced with suet and oat-
meal, seasoned, and boiled in the stomach of the animal), bri-
dies (hot sausage or meat rolls), and shortbread.

See also GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN HIGHLAND GAMES AND
GATHERING OF SCOTTISH CLANS; HIGHLAND GAMES; and VIR-
GINIA SCOTTISH GAMES

CONTACTS:

Alma Highland Festival

110 W. Superior St.

Alma, MI 48801

989-463-8979; fax: 989-463-6588
www.almahighlandfestival.com

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 91

4 0069 ¢ Almabtrieb
September

The Return from the Mountain Pasture is an autumn festi-
val that takes place around Salzburg, Austria, and other areas
in the German Alps on the day that the cattle are driven
down from the mountain pastures to their winter shelter. The
cattle are decorated with flowers and the Senmnerinnen, or
herding girls, who lead them wear traditional costumes that
vary from place to place. Sometimes the cattle are brought to
their final destination on flower-decked boats that ferry them
across the mountain lakes. Once the cattle are safely in for the
winter, the farmers hold welcome-home feasts which are fol-
lowed by music, dancing, and singing.

See also ALPAUFZUG and Cow FIGHTS

CONTACTS:

National Park Administration Salzburg
Neukirchen am Grv. 306

Salzburg, A-5741 Austria
43-656-2408-4933
www.salzburg.gv.at/en/en-index

SOURCES:
FestWestEur-1958, p. 70

4 0070 ¢ Aloha Festivals
September-October
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Aloha Festivals is a celebration of Hawaiian culture. Once a
week-long event called Aloha Week, it's now a two-month
affair with 300 events that starts in Honolulu in early Septem-
ber and runs through the end of October, with a week of fes-
tivities on every island of Hawaii. The celebrations include
canoe races between the islands of Molokai and Oahu, coro-
nations of royal courts as commemorations of the former
Hawaiian monarchy, street parties, cultural events, parades,
and pageantry.

CONTACTS:

Aloha Festivals

P.O. Box 15945

Honolulu, HI 96830

800-852-7690 or 808-589-1771; fax: 808-589-1770
www.alohafestivals.com

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 41

4 0071 ¢ Alpaufzug
May or June

Also known as Alpine Cattle Drive, an old custom in
Switzerland is this springtime “ascent to the mountains,”
when goats and cows are driven to higher pasture. In the
cantons of Appenzell in eastern Switzerland and also in the
Alpine canton of Valais, there are picturesque festivals, with
herders and their families dressing in traditional costume
(the Appenzell men wear red vests and yellow knicker-type
pants) and everyone enjoying the cattle show and Cow
FIGHTS that establish the leader of the herd. In August and
September, bringing the herds back down to the valleys,
known as Alpabfahrten, also prompts festivals, and the cow
that has been the greatest milk producer is feted and decked
with flowers.

See also ALMABTRIEB

CONTACTS:

Appenzellerland Tourismus Al
Hauptgasse 4

Appenzell, 9050 Switzerland
41-71-788-9641; fax: 41-71-788-9650
www.appenzell.ch/en

SOURCES:
BkHolWrld-1986, Apr 17
FestWestEur-1958, p. 229

4 0072 ¢ Alpenfest
Third week in July

At an altitude of 1,348 feet, Gaylord is one of the highest
incorporated communities in Michigan. Five rivers rise near-
by and flow in different directions. Gaylord receives nearly
150 inches of snow each year and the town’s main streets are
lined with Swiss-style architecture. The annual Alpenfest is
basically a celebration of summer.

A highlight of the festival is the “Burning of the Boog.” Peo-
ple write their troubles on slips of paper and place them in the
Boog—a 300-pound, 10-foot-high monster—which is then
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burned, giving spectators a chance to watch their troubles lit-
erally go up in smoke. The festival also boasts a number of
outdoor cafes which host “the World’s Largest Coffee Break.”

CONTACTS:

Gaylord/Otsego Chamber of Commerce Information Center
101 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 513

Gaylord, MI 49734

800-345-8621 or 989-732-6333; fax: 989-732-7990
www.gaylordchamber.com

4 0073 ¢ Amalaka Ekadashi
February-March; 11th day of waxing half of
Hindu month of Phalguna

Among Hindus, who respect all animate and inanimate
things because they are manifestations of the Universal Spir-
it, this is a day for worshipping the Alma tree (Amalaka),
where Vishnu is believed to live. An Amalaka tree is ceremo-
nially bathed and watered, a fast is observed, and Brahmans
are given gifts.

Amalaka Ekadashi also marks the beginning of the HoLI or
spring festival in India, where people splash each other with
colored water and red powder (an aphrodisiac), indulge in
eating and drinking, and generally behave in an uninhibited
manner.

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, p. 183

4 0074 ¢ Amalgamated Order of Real Bearded
Santas International Conference
Third Sunday in January

The Amalgamated Order of Real Bearded Santas (AORBS) is
an international organization “dedicated to training Santas
and enhancing their portrayal of Santa Claus for the benefit
of your family and community.” To be a member of AORBS,
one must be a gentleman who has a real beard and has por-
trayed Santa Claus at least once, in any venue—from playing
the role of Santa for his own kids on Christmas Day to play-
ing Santa throughout the year.

The AORBS formed in August 1994 when 10 men were
selected to play the role of Santa in a commercial for a Ger-
man mail-order company named OTTO. Over the course of
the approximately 14 hours of filming, the men quickly
became friends. They decided to meet for lunch at a future
date. They chose to meet in January because all of them
would be very busy through December.

The Santas met for their first lunch on January 15, 1995. At
the end of the meeting, they decided they would meet every
year on the third Sunday of January. It was during this meet-
ing that they also decided on the name for their group.

Over the years, membership in this group grew to the point
that they decided to hold a convention. In July 2006, AORBS
held the first Discover Santa Convention. Nearly 300 Santas
and 200 Mrs. Clauses from countries around the world (Scan-
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dinavia, Germany, Russia, the United States, and Japan)
attended the three-day convention in Branson, Mo. The con-
vention received lots of media attention, which led to an
increase in AORBS membership. By 2007, the organization
had over 1,300 member Santas.

AORBS organizes events in various locations throughout the
year, but they continue to meet every January. Because there
are now so many AORBS members, many of the annual lunch-
es have grown to more than just a simple lunch gathering.

CONTACTS:

Amalgamated Order of Real Bearded Santas, Inc. (AORBS)
c/o Nicholas Trolli

1100 Newportville Rd.

Apt. 803

Croydon, PA 19021

www.aorbsinc.com

4 0075 ¢ Amarnath Yatra
July-August; full moon of Hindu month of
Sravana

Amarnath Yatra is a pilgrimage to the Amarnath cave, high in
the Kashmir Himalayas, near Pahalgam in northern India. This
cave holds a natural ice lingam, the Hindu phallic symbol of
Lord Shiva. The trek to the cave, at an altitude of about 12,700
feet, is along narrow, winding mountain trails. The thousands
of pilgrims who make this trip include everyone from sadhus
(holy men) walking barefoot over the stones and snow to
wealthy people being carried by coolies. People can make the
yatra, or pilgrimage, for a few months during the year when
the paths are accessible, but the full moon day of Sravana has
special significance to the devout, since tradition holds that
Shiva first made himself manifest in the lingam on this day.

CONTACTS:

Directorate of Information, Jammu and Kashmir Government
Opposite Pratap Park, Abhi Guzar Lal Chowk

Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir 190 001 India

91-194-2452294; fax: 91-194-2452227
www.jammukashmir.nic.in

4 0076 ¢ Amazon & Galapagos Day
February 12

Two significant events happened in Ecuadoran history on the
same date: the discovery of the Amazon River headwaters by
Spanish explorer Francisco de Orellana in 1542 and the incor-
poration of the Galapagos Islands in 1832. The country estab-
lished the Amazon & Galapagos Day holiday during the
presidency of Jaime Roldés Aguilera (1979-1981). Festivities
typically focus more attention on the Amazon story and the
biodiversity of that region than on Ecuador’s inclusion of the
Galapagos.

According to legend, Orellana and his exploration party of
Spaniards and native peoples successfully arrived from the
city of Quito to the grand river’s headwaters only after
defeating a group of warrior women known as “the Ama-
zons.” Following their discovery of the river, they sailed its
course to where it emptied into the Atlantic Ocean. The alter-
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native name for the holiday, Dia del Oriente (Orient Day), is
a reference to the eastward destination of the explorers.

In observance of the anniversary, Ecuadoran presidents have
visited the Amazon and paid homage to the historic expedi-
tion of 1542. Other activities include traditional dances, the
presentation of folklore, and other cultural festivities.

CONTACTS:

Ecuador Embassy

2535 15th St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
202-234-7200; fax: 202-667-3482

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 26

4 0077 ¢ American Birkebeiner
Last weekend in February

The Birkie started in 1973 as a 55-kilometer cross-country ski
race from Hayward, Wis., to Telemark Resort in the neigh-
boring town of Cable, with only 35 skiers competing. Now it
is the largest and most prestigious cross-country ski race in
North America, an event that attracts top cross-country
skiers from all over the world. In addition to the 55-kilome-
ter Birkie, there is also the Kortelopet or “short race” of 23
kilometers, which is open to competitors ages 13 and up.
Other races held during the three-day festival include the
Barnebirkie (for children) and the 10K Family Fun Ski.

The American Birkebeiner is part of the Worldloppet, an
international series of 12 marathon races held in Japan,
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, France, Germany, Austria,
Finland, Italy, Canada, Australia, and the United States.

The American race was patterned after the Birkebeiner Ren-
net in Lillehammer, Norway. During the 13th century, a for-
eign invader was about to capture Norway’s infant prince
and heir to the throne. He was saved by two Viking war-
riors—called “Birkebeiners” for the birch-bark leggings they
wore. These men took the child and skied 55 kilometers to
safety. The baby eventually became the great Norwegian
king, Haakon Haakonsson.

See also VASALOPPET

CONTACTS:

American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation

10527 Main St.

P.O. Box 911

Hayward, WI 54843

800-872-2753 or 715-634-5025; fax: 715-634-5663
www.birkie.com

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 210

4 0078 ¢ American Folklife, Festival of
Last weekend in June to first weekend in July

Since 1967 the Festival of American Folklife has been held on
the National Mall in Washington, D.C., to celebrate the rich-
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ness and diversity of American and world cultures. Since
that time the Festival has presented more than 15,000 musi-
cians, craftspeople, storytellers, cooks, workers, performers,
and other cultural specialists from every region of the United
States and from more than 45 other nations. Recent festival
programs have included musicians from the former Soviet
Union, demonstrations of African-American coil basketry
and Italian-American stone-carving, the performance of a
Japanese rice-planting ritual, and exhibits illustrating the
occupational cultures of working people—taxicab drivers,
firefighters, waiters, and railway workers.

The Festival is designed to expose visitors to people and cul-
tures who would not ordinarily be heard in a national setting.
It emphasizes folk, tribal, ethnic, and regional traditions in
communities throughout the U.S. and abroad. Each year the
festival features a particular state (or region) and country. One
year, for example, the featured region was “Family Farming
in the Heartland.” More than 100 farmers from 12 Midwest-
ern states came to the nation’s capital to talk to visitors about
changes in farming methods and farm life, and to demon-
strate both modern and traditional farming skills. The fea-
tured country was Indonesia, and there were demonstrations
of Buginese boat-building and traditional mask carving, in
addition to an all-night Indonesian shadow-puppet show.

CONTACTS:

Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage Capital Gallery
600 Maryland Ave. S.W., Ste. 2001 MRC 520

Washington, D.C. 20024

202-633-6440; fax: 202-633-6474

www.folklife.si.edu

SOURCES:
MusFestAmer-1990, p. 219

4 0079 ¢ American Indian Heritage Month
November

In 1914 Red Fox James of the Blackfeet tribe rode a pony 4,000
miles to present his request—endorsed by the governors of
24 states—that a day be set aside in honor of American Indi-
ans, or Native Americans, a name many prefer. The first gen-
eral American Indian Day was observed on the second Satur-
day in May 1916, but throughout the 20th century, the
observance and its date were left to the individual states, and
they have varied widely. Since 1995 the month of November
has been observed as American Indian Heritage Month.

Few would argue that the plight of American Indians today
is not a grim one, with unemployment, illiteracy, and high
school drop-out rates among the highest in the country.
Although the largest Indian populations can be found in
Oklahoma, Arizona, California, New Mexico, and North Car-
olina, many other states have come up with ways to draw
attention to their unique contribution to American culture
and to the need for improving their condition. Most celebra-
tions focus on educational and promotional events, displays
of Native American art and dance, and agricultural fairs.

CONTACTS:
Indian Health Service Heritage Committee
801 Thompson Ave., Ste. 400
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Rockville, MD 20852
301-443-7261; fax: 301-480-3192
www.ihs.gov

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, pp. 164, 181
BkFest-1937, p. 204

4 0080 ¢ American Royal Livestock, Horse Show
and Rodeo
October-November

Also known as the American Royal, or simply the Royal, this
is the oldest and one of the largest livestock shows and rodeos
in the United States. It dates back to the period just after the
Civil War, when Texans returning from the battlefield discov-
ered that their cattle herds had multiplied unchecked. They
were forced to conduct massive roundups that reached as far
west as Kansas City, Missouri, which soon became a center for
the consignment of cattle. Meat packers started building plants
there to accommodate the supply, and breeders began to show
their stock. The National Hereford Show, held in the Kansas
City Stockyards in 1899, is now considered the first American
Royal. Over the years the Hereford breeders were joined by
breeders of other cattle as well as sheep, swine, and poultry.
Draft and carriage horses were first shown at the Royal in 1903.

Although the Royal has suffered some setbacks over the
years—including a fire that nearly destroyed the American
Royal Building in 1922 and a serious flood in 1951—it has
continued to expand and now draws more than 300,000 visi-
tors. Beginning in June, there are special tours and instruc-
tion for school children, 20,000 of whom come to the show to
learn more about agribusiness. The main events occur in
October and November. The American Royal Rodeo is the
final rodeo of the season on the professional circuit, featuring
over 700 professional riders and offering more than $100,000
in prize money. There are also livestock auctions, horse and
livestock shows, country music concerts, barbecue competi-
tions, and a parade through downtown Kansas City that has
been called America’s largest hometown parade.

CONTACTS:

American Royal

1701 American Royal Ct.
Kansas City, MO 64102
816-221-9800; fax: 816-221-8189
www.americanroyal.com

4 0081 ¢ American West, Festival of the
July-August

This eight-day festival was started in 1972 by Glen L. Taggart,
president of Utah State University in Logan, and takes place
from late July to early August. Designed to educate people
about America’s pioneer and Indian cultures at the close of the
19th century, the festival includes a multimedia historical pag-
eant; a cowboy poetry gathering; an exhibit of Western art,
photographs, and engravings; a display of vintage steam trac-
tors; an Old West parade of antique horse-drawn wagons; and
demonstrations of pioneer cooking. Various celebrities—
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including actors Robert Redford, Peter Strauss, and James
Drury—have participated in past festivals, and Jimmy Stewart
did the taped narration that still accompanies festival events.

Proceeds from the yearly festival have been used to establish
a center for the Outlaw-Lawman History Association at Utah
State University, a Western Writers’ Conference, and two
Western magazines. The events are held on the USU campus
and in surrounding areas.

CONTACTS:

American West Heritage Center

4025 S. Hwy. 89-91

Wellsville, UT 84339

800-225-3378 or 435-245-6050; fax: 435-245-6052

SOURCES:
GdUSFest-1984, p. 189

4 0082 ¢ America’s Cup
Held whenever the Cup is challenged, usually
every 3-4 years

The America’s Cup races are the world’s longest-running
international sporting event. The event is named for the tro-
phy, originally called the Hundred Guinea Cup by the Royal
Yacht Squadron of Great Britain, that was won by the 100-foot
schooner America in a race around the Isle of Wight in 1851.
The Cup was given by the schooner’s owner, ]. C. Stevens, to
the New York Yacht Club, which successfully defended it
against international challenges for 130 years. In 1984, the
challenger Australia II defeated the American defender Coura-
geous in races off Newport, Rhode Island, marking the end of
the longest winning streak in international sports. In 1987, the
American challenger Stars & Stripes, sailing for the San Diego
Yacht Club, regained the Cup in races off Perth, Australia.
Stars & Stripes successfully defended the cup in 1988 against
New Zealand, and in 1992 AmericaS retained the Cup for the
United States by defeating the Italian boat four races to one.

The race is usually held every three to four years, with chal-
lengers coming from England, Canada, France, Sweden,
Italy, New Zealand, Australia, Japan, and other countries.
The rules require that the defenders and challengers sail in
closely matched boats built to the same general specifica-
tions, but designs have varied over the years as sailing tech-
nology has grown more sophisticated. A new class of boats,
the America’s Cup class, was introduced in 1991.

The New Zealand team won the Cup in 1995 and again in
2000. The Swiss team took the Cup in 2003 and 2007. The
2007 event was held in Spain, the first time since 1951 that it
was held in Europe.

CONTACTS:

America’s Cup

P.O. Box 2500

Olympic Valley, CA 96146
530-386-2190
www.americascup.com

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 601
HolSymbols-2009, p. 23
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4 0083 ¢ Amherstburg Heritage Homecoming
September

During the period of slavery in America, a secret network of
people was established to help slaves escape to freedom. This
network became known as the Underground Railroad. The
Underground Railroad used several routes, with one route
ending in Amherstburg, Ontario.

In 1793, Upper Canada passed the Anti-slave Law, which
ended the importation of slaves into Upper Canada. It also
granted freedom to all born after that date when they reached
the age of 25. This made Upper Canada a safe place for slaves
hoping to escape the tyranny of American slave owners.
Ambherstburg could easily be reached by crossing the Detroit
River, which runs between Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, so
this became the destination of many escaped slaves.

Ambherstburg became a main center in the history and devel-
opment of the community of black Canadians. Blacks partic-
ipated in all aspects of business and community life. They
were innkeepers, grocers, tobacconists, millers, and shoe-
makers. The core of the black community was the church.
Nazery African Methodist Episcopal Church (now the site of
The North American Black Museum) was established in
1848, and the First Baptist Church was established in 1849.

The Amherstburg Heritage Homecoming is an annual multi-
family reunion for the families and friends of those whose
ancestors found freedom in Amherstburg, and the descen-
dants of those who aided, supported, and welcomed them as
citizens and neighbors.

The idea of having a multi-family reunion came up during
various family reunions around town. In September 2002,
several families got together at the First Baptist Church in
Ambherstburg to discuss the multi-family reunion idea. Dur-
ing this meeting, the group decided that, if possible, the
event should occur on the historic EMANCIPATION DAy date.

Within a few months of this first meeting, an Executive Com-
mittee was formed, and many more families became
involved. Over the next year, many people worked to make
the reunion a reality. This was to be an event where the chil-
dren could share with pride their heritage and a day where
they could remember the sacrifices made by their ancestors
to implement an important and positive change.

During the Amherstburg Heritage Homecoming weekend,
activities include a re-enactment of the slave crossing, a
parade, music, religious services, picnics, arts and crafts, and
other fair-type festivities.

CONTACTS:

Ambherstburg Heritage Homecoming
519-736-2340
www.uwindsor.ca/users/e/ernest/main.nsf

4 0084 ¢ Amurdad, Feast of
July, November, December; seventh day of
Amurdad, the fifth Zoroastrian month

The Feast of Amurdad is one of the “sacred name days” in
the Zoroastrian religion, where both the day and the month
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share the name of the same yazata or spiritual being—in this
case Amurdad, who presides over plants and is represented
by fruits and flowers. Amurdad also stands for immortality.

The Zoroastrian calendar has 12 months of 30 days each, plus
five extra days at the end of the year. Because of discrepan-
cies in the calendars used by widely separated Zoroastrian
communities around the world, there are now three different
calendars in use, and the 7th of Amurdad can fall either in
July, November, or December.

Followers of the Zoroastrian religion, which was founded by
the prophet Zoroaster (also known as Zarathushtra, who is
believed to have lived around 1200 B.C.E.), today live prima-
rily in Iran and northwestern India, although smaller com-
munities exist in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Canada, the U.S., Eng-
land, and Australia.

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, p. 67

4 0085 ¢ An tOireachtas
Early November

The original Oireachtas, or “Assembly,” dates back to the
ancient kingdoms of seventh-century Ireland. In 1897 Conradh
na Gaeilge revived the tradition of assembly and discussion
that had begun centuries earlier by founding what is now Ire-
land’s oldest annual cultural festival. An tOireachtas is a 10-
day celebration of Irish culture and language, and it includes
lectures, debates, literary and stage competitions, concerts, art
exhibitions, storytelling, and performances of traditional Irish
song, music, and dance. A highlight of the festival is the sean-
nds, or traditional singing in the Irish language. The sean-nés
singing competitions culminate in the Corn Uf Riada, the final
competition for the coveted O Riada Trophy.

Sponsored by the Gaelic League, the festival is held in a dif-
ferent venue each year. It is similar to the EISTEDDFOD in Wales
and the GAELIC MoOD in Scotland.

CONTACTS:

Tourism Ireland

345 Park Ave., 17th Fl.

New York, NY 10154

800-223-6470 or 212-418-0800; fax: 212-371-9052
www.antoireachtas.ie

SOURCES:
IntlThFolk-1979, p. 237

4 0086 ¢ Anant Chaturdashi
August-September; 14th day of waxing half of
Hindu month of Bhadrapada

Among Hindus, this is a day for worshipping and meditating
on the god Vishnu. A day-long fast is observed, with offerings
of fruits, sweets, and flowers to Vishnu. A thread colored in
turmeric paste and having 14 knots is tied on the upper right
arm while meditating in the belief that it will protect the wor-
shipper from evil and bring prosperity and happiness. The
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Pandava princes in exile observed this fast on the advice of Sri
Krishna and as a result, they defeated the Kauravas and
regained their lost kingdom (see BHISHMA ASHTAMI).

SOURCES:
BkFest-1937, p. 160
RelHolCal-2004, p. 174

4 0087 ¢ Anastenaria
May 21-23

Anastenaria is a firewalking ceremony in Greece, in the com-
munes of Agia Eleni near Serres and of Langada near Thes-
salonike. Men and women, some holding red kerchiefs and
some carrying icons of St. Constantine and St. Helen—in
whose honor the ceremonies are held—dance barefooted on
red-hot coals while folk musicians play. The custom is sup-
posed to have originated in an ancient form of worship that
was brought by travelers from Kosti in Eastern Thrace and
adapted to Christian beliefs.

Firewalking has been practiced in many parts of the world
and has been thought at times to ensure a good harvest and
at other times to purify the participants.

CONTACTS:

Greek National Tourist Organization
645 Fifth Ave., 9th Fl.

New York, NY 10022

212-421-5777; fax: 212-826-6940
www.visitgreece.gr

SOURCES:
OxYear-1999, p. 215

4 0088 ¢ Anchorage Festival of Music
June

A major cultural event in Alaska, the Anchorage Festival of
Music was established in 1956 by Mary Hale, an arts patron
who lived in the city, and Robert Shaw, the world-famous
maestro of choral music. Since its inception, this classical
music festival has brought local, national, and international
orchestral and choral musicians together to perform in cham-
ber recitals and concerts during the month of June. The festi-
val also has an educational component in its Summer Music
Conservatory, cosponsored by the Anchorage Festival of
Music and the University of Alaska at Anchorage, a program
for musicians ages 11-18 with prior instrumental and/or
vocal experience. In addition to featuring such works as
those of Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827), Wolfgang
Amadeus MOzART (1756-1791), and Gioacchino Rossini
(1792-1868), the festival presents some contemporary clas-
sics—hit songs from popular Broadway shows.

CONTACTS:

Anchorage Festival of Music

550 W. 7th Ave.

P.O. Box 103251

Anchorage, AK 99510
907-276-2465; fax: 907-276-2540
www.anchoragefestivalmusic.com
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SOURCES:
MusFestAmer-1990, p. 21
MusFestWrld-1963, p. 285

4 0089 ¢ Anchorage Fur Rendezvous
Begins on the second Friday in February

The Anchorage Fur Rendezvous, also called the Rondy and
sometimes the Mardi Gras of the North, is a 10-day city-wide
celebration held in Anchorage, Alaska. The Rondy has its ori-
gins in the days when fur trappers, joined by miners, capped
off a season of trapping by carousing in Anchorage; this annu-
al rendezvous was formalized as a winter carnival in 1936.

Highlighting the celebration is the World Championship Sled
Dog Race, a 75-mile race run in three 25-mile legs on three
successive days, starting and ending in Anchorage. Contest-
ants come from throughout the United States. Among the
scores of other events and exhibits are parades, the Miners
and Trappers Ball, Eskimo blanket tossing, Eskimo dances, a
snowshoe baseball game, wristwrestling matches, and per-
formances of an old-time melodrama. Special Alaskan foods
sold include sourdough pancakes.

See also IDITAROD TRAIL SLED DOG RACE

CONTACTS:

Greater Anchorage, Inc.

400 D St., Ste. 200

Anchorage, AK 99501
907-274-1177; fax: 907-277-2199
www.furrondy.net

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 138

4 0090 ¢ Andersen (Hans Christian) Festival
Mid-June through July

Since 1965, the city of Odense, where Danish author Hans
Christian Andersen (1805-1875) lived as a child, has honored
its native son with festival activities during the summer. Each
year, the Hans Christian Andersen Festival presents a chore-
ographed musical production of one of Andersen’s fairy tales
at the Funen Village outdoor amphitheater. The play is per-
formed once a day, with a cast of about 85 children and
young adults. Past performances have included “The Tinder
Box,” “The Ugly Duckling,” “Little Claus and Big Claus,”
and “Simple Simon.” From mid-June through July, the fairy
tale castle in the garden behind the Hans Christian Andersen
Museum is the site of the Hans Christian Andersen Parade,
with 30-minute shows three times a day. Playing the roles of
35 favorite Andersen characters, the troupe performs scenes
from the writer’s most popular fairy tales.

See also CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY, INTERNATIONAL

CONTACTS:

Odense Tourist Bureau

Radhuset

Odense C, DK-5000 Denmark
45-66-12-75-20; fax: 45-66-12-75-86
museum.odense.dk/?lang=en
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H. C. Andersen Festspillenes Sekretariatet
Sct. Knuds Kirkestraede 9, 2

Odense C, DK-5000 Denmark
45-70-27-40-77; fax: 45-70-27-40-78

SOURCES:
GdWrldFest-1985, p. 73

4 0091 ¢ Andorra National Day
September 8

The Principality of Andorra, located in the Pyrénées Moun-
tains between France and Spain, was founded by the Emper-
or Charlemagne, who recovered the region from the Muslims
in 803. (See also ST. CHARLEMAGNE’S DAY.) His son later grant-
ed part of his empire to the Spanish bishop of Urgell, and by
the late 13th century the citizens of Andorra were ruled by
two princes, one in Spain and one in France. Until recently,
the principality had been governed jointly by the bishop of
Urgell and the king, and, later, the president of France.

On September 8, 1278, Andorra’s first constitutional docu-
ment, known as the “Pareatges,” was signed. Among other
things, it stated that each of the co-rulers would receive a
token tribute each year known as the Questia. Originally, the
French king received $2 biennially; the bishop $8, plus six
hams, six cheeses, and 12 hens in alternate years. On March
14, 1993, the people of Andorra voted to abandon this mode
of government and institute a parliamentary system.

The people of Andorra celebrate their National Day by honor-
ing Jungfrau von Meritxell, their patron saint. Pilgrims climb
to her hilltop sanctuary near the villages of Encamp and
Canillo, where her statue was found by a shepherd under an
almond tree (some say a rose bush) blooming out of season.
The pilgrims stop to refresh themselves with drinks that have
been cooled in the nearby springs, and after the sermon they
celebrate by dancing and eating lamb grilled on slabs of slate.

CONTACTS:

Ministry of Tourism

C/ Prat de la Creu, 62-64

Andorra la Vella, AD500 Andorra
376-875-700; fax: 376-860-184
www.andorra.ad/en-US/Pages/default.aspx

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 151

4 0092 ¢ Angam Day
October 26

Nauru is an island in the Pacific, about 2,200 miles northeast
of Sydney, Australia, and 2,400 miles southwest of Honolulu.
Over the past 100 years, the existence of Nauruans has been
threatened a number of times—by tribal disputes in the
1870s, which reduced the population to fewer than 1,000, and
by an influenza epidemic in 1919. During World War II, two-
thirds of the population was deported by the Japanese to the
Caroline Islands to build airstrips.

Although the population has increased substantially since
then, it is still a cause for concern. Angam Day (angam means
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“hope”) on October 26 commemorates the various occasions
when the Nauruan population has reached 1,500, which is
considered the minimum number necessary for survival.

CONTACTS:

Nauru Mission to the UN
800 Second Ave., Ste. 400D
New York, NY 10017
212-937-0074

www.un.int

4 0093 ¢ Angelitos, Los
October 30

For the Mayan Indians living near Canctin in southeastern
Mexico, October 30 was a day devoted to children who had
died, the angelitos, or “little angels.” It was customary for fam-
ilies to put flowers on their doors and to cook up treats for the
angelitos who would visit them that night. Los Angelitos
marked the beginning of the period during which all the dead
were commemorated. Mexicans celebrate the Day of the Dead,
or DiA DE LOS MUERTOS, on ALL SOULS” DAY, November 2.

SOURCES:
BkHolWrld-1986, Oct 30

4 0094 ¢ Angkor Photography Festival
Late November

The first annual photography event in Southeast Asia, the
Angkor Photography Festival takes place in Siem Reap, a
town in northwestern Cambodia near the ancient ruins of
Angkor. The photographic selections of this exhibition typi-
cally focus on the regions of South Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Far East, although the festival welcomes submissions
from all over the world.

The festival caters to two genres in the field—humanistic (or
concerned) documentary photography and fine art photog-
raphy. Festivalgoers view works in print exhibitions and out-
door projections set up in different Siem Reap locations.

The festival was co-founded by journalist Gary Knight, pho-
tographer Christophe Loviny, and gallerist Jean-Yves Navel
in 2005. Their mission—beyond displaying excellent photo-
graphs—was to pool the resources of compassionate artists
to serve Cambodia’s marginalized groups. Each festival,
which lasts roughly 10 days, offers youths free workshops
led by established photographers. One such workshop
offered in 2007 festival used photography to empower
women with HIV to document their situation.

CONTACTS:

Ankor Photography Festival Center
Carnets d’Asie

333 Sivatha St.

Siem Reap, Kambodscha Cambodia
www.angkorphotofestival.com

4 0095 ¢ Angola Independence Day
November 11
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This national holiday commemorates Angola’s formal inde-
pendence from Portugal on this day in 1975, after battling for
autonomy since the beginning of the 20th century.

CONTACTS:

Angola Embassy

2100-2108 16th St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
202-785-1156; fax: 202-822-9049
www.angola.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 189

4 0096 ¢ Angola National Heroes Day
September 17

National Heroes Day in Angola is celebrated on the birthday
of the man considered to be the nation’s founder, Antonio
Agostinho Neto. Born in 1922 in the Bengo province and edu-
cated as a doctor, Neto was a powerful force in Angolan his-
tory, as well as one of the country’s foremost poets. He led the
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (PMLA) in
the fight for Angola’s independence from Portugal. Neto con-
tinued to lead that group through years of civil war that raged
in Angola after Portugal withdrew and various nationalist
groups struggled for power. He also served as Angola’s first
president, holding office from 1975 until his death in 1979.

National Heroes Day honors Neto, his ideals for his country,
and his accomplishments, as well as those who lost their lives
in the struggle for Angolan independence. In addition to cer-
emonies and speeches, special sports events are often held on
this day, including competitions in basketball, cycling, foot-
ball, chess, swimming, volleyball, and other athletics.

CONTACTS:

Angolan Embassy

2100-2108 16th St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
202-785-1156; fax: 202-822-9049
www.angola.org

4 0097 ¢ Anjou Festival
July

Every summer the Festival d’Anjou, a celebration of the per-
forming and visual arts held in Angers, France, gives young
artists an opportunity to work with and learn from profession-
als in their fields through the educational workshops offered
during the festival. Some of the world’s best-known dance and
theatrical groups have come to perform at the festival since its
founding in 1975. Most of these performances are held either
outdoors or inside abbeys, castles, and churches.

CONTACTS:

French Government Tourist Office

444 Madison Ave., 16th Fl.

New York, NY 10022

800-391-4909 or 212-838-7800; fax: 212-838-7855
martinique.org

Association du Festival d’Anjou
1, rue des Arenes
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Angers, 49100 France
33-2-4124-8877; fax: 33-2-4124-8878
festivaldanjou.com

SOURCES:
IntlThFolk-1979, p. 98

4 0098 ¢ Anna Parenna Festival
March 15

Anna Parenna was a Roman goddess who represented the cir-
cle or ring of the year—Anna being the feminine form of
annus (meaning “year”) and March, the month her festival
was observed, being the first month of the Roman calendar.
Anna was usually depicted as the old woman of the year that
had just passed, while Mars was the god of the first month of
the new year. According to legend, in 494 B.C.E. the ancient
Roman plebs, or common citizens, fled the city to put political
pressure on the patricians (aristocracy), who needed the plebs
for the army. They took refuge on the Mons Sacer, a mountain
near Rome. They began to run out of food and suffer starva-
tion. Anna, an old woman from Bovillae, brought them cakes
every day. When peace was reestablished, the people made
her one of their deities and added Parenna (meaning “endur-
ing” or “lasting throughout the year”) to her name.

On the day of her festival, the plebs of Rome went to the
Campus Martius, a large field outside the walls of the city,
and lay about on the grass, often pitching tents or construct-
ing simple huts out of stakes and branches with togas
stretched across the top. They spent the day drinking, danc-
ing, and singing, returning to the city at night in a state of
deep intoxication. As they drank, they often prayed to Anna
to let them live as many years as the number of cups of wine
they had swallowed.

SOURCES:
ClassDict-1984, p. 48
DictRomRel-1996, p. 9
FestRom-1981, p. 90

4 0099 ¢ Annakut Festival
October-November; first day of waxing half of
Hindu month of Kartika

This Hindu festival is observed on the day following DEWALI
in northern India. It celebrates an event in Krishna's life in
which he lifted the Govardhan Mountain on his little finger
for seven days, to protect the cows and people of Vrindavana
(now in the state of Uttar Pradesh) against the deluge of rain
sent by Indra, god of the heavens and rains. People come to
the nearby town of Vrindavan from all over India to visit and
worship at Mount Govardhan on this day. Those who cannot
make the trip worship at home and give gifts to Brahmans.
Hindus all over the world celebrate this day by preparing
hundreds of different food dishes and taking them to temples
to offer to the gods.

CONTACTS:

India Tourist Office

1270 Avenue of the Americas, Ste. 1808
New York, NY 10020

27

800-953-9399 or 212-751-6840; fax: 212-582-3274
www.tourisminindia.com

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, p. 177

4 0100 ¢ Annapolis Valley Apple Blossom
Festival
Five or six days beginning last week in May

Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley is widely known for its apple
orchards, which begin to flower in late May or early June.
The area’s first Apple Blossom Festival was held in 1933 in
the town of Kentville, but since that time it has grown into a
nearly week-long celebration whose events are held through-
out the 60 towns and villages of the Annapolis Valley. In
addition to a children’s parade, sporting events, tours to
view the apple blossoms, apple pie baking and eating con-
tests, and a cooking competition, the festival includes the
crowning of “Queen Annapolisa,” who is chosen from
among 18 local princesses.

The festival is also designed to draw attention to the area’s
historic background as “The Land of Evangeline,” the hero-
ine of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s long narrative poem
about the expulsion of a group of Acadians and their subse-
quent settlement in Louisiana.

CONTACTS:

Apple Blossom Festival Committee
217 Belcher St.

Kentville, NS B4N 1E2 Canada
902-678-8322; fax: 902-678-3710
www.appleblossom.com

SOURCES:
GdWrldFest-1985, p. 44

4 0101 ¢ Annual Lantern Ceremony
Eve of Patriots’ Day (the third Monday in April)

The Annual Lantern Ceremony takes place every year on the
eve of Patriots” Day, a public holiday observed in Massachu-
setts and Maine on the third Monday in April. Patriots” Day
commemorates the American Revolutionary War battles of
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775. The ceremony is
held at the Old North Church in Boston (formal name: Christ
Church in the City of Boston), which was built in 1723 and is
the oldest standing church building in the city. It permanent-
ly entered the American history books on the evening of
April 18, 1775. That night, the church sexton, Robert New-
man, displayed two lanterns from the church steeple, signal-
ing Paul Revere’s fateful message that the British would
come to Lexington and Concord “by sea” (i.e., across the
Charles River), not by land.

The Annual Lantern Ceremony commemorates the lighting
of the two lamps that launched a remarkable episode in U.S.
history. The centerpiece of the ceremony each year is a
keynote address by a notable leader of the Boston area or
beyond. Notable past speakers have included President Ger-
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ald Ford, Chief Justice Margaret Marshall, and journalist
Nina Totenberg.

CONTACTS:

Old North Church

193 Salem St.

Boston, MA 02113
617-523-6676; fax: 617-725-0559

4 0102 ¢ Annual Session of the National Baptist
Convention, USA
First Week in September

The Annual Session of the National Baptist Convention,
USA, which convenes during the first week of each Septem-
ber in a designated U.S. city, is the major business meeting of
the group’s boards, auxiliaries, and member churches. It lasts
for five days and can attract up to 40,000 delegates. Each
annual session typically has a theme, such as “Christian
Music for the 21st Century,” “The Call to Faithfulness in the
Gospel Ministry,” or “The Heavenly Vision and the Morals of
the Church.” During the annual session, delegates deal with
business issues. However, they also share Christian fellow-
ship and, through a series of forums, explore such issues as
health and wellness, social justice, and empowerment, often
with emphasis on their impact on the African-American
community. Delegates also hear a keynote speech by the con-
vention’s national president and by such guest speakers as
Barack Obama.

The National Baptist Convention, USA, founded in 1886, is
the country’s largest and oldest African-American religious
convention, with about 7.5 million members. The group
marked its 127th annual session in 2007.

CONTACTS:

National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

1700 Baptist World Center Dr.

Nashville, TN 37207

866-531-3054 or 215-895-4094; fax: 215-895-4094
www.nationalbaptist.com

4 0103 ¢ Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Feast of the (Belgium)
March 25

The Feast of the Annunication or LADY DAY is known in Bel-
gium as Notre Dame de la Prospérité, due to a folk belief
that seeds planted on this feast day will certainly sprout. This
day is also associated with weather lore: traditional Belgian
belief has it that a clear, starry sky before sunri