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INTRODUCTION

This book shows that weeds can be a useful and integral pan of
your growing system and that, where necessary, they can be
controlled by better management without resorting 1o h-crlnctcle:-
We hate weeds: it's part of our culture. It often takes years io come
to accept that we can co-exist with them

Many languages don't have a word for “weed"”. It
Aboriginal concept. White settlers did not Just bring weeds to
Australia, they brought the idea of weeds. The Aboriginal people
saw their landscape as dynamic harmony. We see it as something
that must be recreated: endless paddocks of the same species,
gardens filled only with what can be bought from local nurseries,

Nowadays “weed control” means using herbicides. Conventional
gardening and farming in Australia has become chemical-reliant;
chemicals have replaced good management for fertility, weed
control, pest control, and disease control, and food has become
more and more doctored. We are losing the joy of growing things;
we are losing our insights and near-instinctive growing strategies.
With the quick-fix solutions of chemicals we no longer need to
know our land; we need only read instruction labels and spraying
calendars and work by rules of thumb.

To use a herbicide you only need to be able to recognise a
weed and read a label. But this is not a book of quick-fix solutions.
This book is for those who choose to know their land, their gardens:
for those who want to work with them, and not douse them in
a chemical blanket.

wasn’t an

What is a weed?

The term “weed" is more of an insult than a precise category. It
describes how people feel about a particular plant, not the plant
itself. There is no such thing as a weed until a plant comes into
conflict with human wishes, for example by invading crop land
Or a garden, by looking ugly or by poisoning stock. Weeds are
plants that shouldn't be growing there: in other situations they may
not be weeds. The couch in our lawn is valued, until it respasses
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into the vegetables. What 1s a weed (0 one person 50t to anor.
| love the “woed" lawn daisies and have worked 1o get e,
my lawn alerson's curse 15 a weed o many graziers, by o,
beekeepers or farmers in a drought It can be a blessing. (Hey,
its other name, salvation Jane. )

There are no special biological features that make a weed o)
the other hand, plants which become regarded as weeds s,
have certain things in common, Weeds are colonisers, the fiy,
invaders of disturbed soil. They are usually tough, able 1o gro.,
on exposed ground, and prolific seeders. Most weeds of econg,
importance in Australia have been imported, though native re-grow
is sometimes called "weed” in grazing areas, and overgrazing o,
other disturbance sometimes makes a problem of a previos)
unaggressive native plant. Native weeds include native pigweed
wood somels, the native form of the sowthistle (there is also an
introduced form). Many weeds were introduced deliberately
garden plants like Paterson's curse, which “escaped” from al leas)
three different gardens, Many weeds, like prickly pear, aren't
problem in their native countries, But because of the different
climate, the lack of plant or animal competition, or soil disturbance
due 10 erosion and land clearing, their growing habits here arc
different and they become weeds,

And then there is the “new wave" of we
becoming weeds because they are re
Weed-resistant kikuyu may be the
that more will develop.

eds: plants that are
sistant 1o various herbicides
worst of these so far; it is likely

Cherish your weeds

Wueds stabilise disturbed soil, They prevent soil loss from rain
and water in ploughed areas, and stop moisture loss wil increagecd

Il.‘fhf cover. The less you distrb your system with repeated digging

xlvldu spacing between plants, high-nitrogen fertilizers, and 801l bar

ol :‘rjaf litter or muleh, the fewer weeds you'll have y
eeds can indicate sojl conditions. Sorr ;

§ _ g 5. el for examp| sa b

acid soil, bracken means nitrogen deficiency, ang |ﬁi:’;|i,ndka"'h

x 5 me

high nitrogen levels,
an bring up leached cleme

an
Deep-rooted weeds ¢
rooted plants can'y reach

in the soll where shallower.
break down these nulrients are re

shallow-rooted plams can use them.
Weeds help c

!Al: from deep
wrned 1o 1he iﬂp l:c:;:r E:r‘:“
e

ntrol pests, A background Weed POpulal
i il

_

on (an

inwoduction 3

ave diverse species in your garden ) can have a drarﬂall;
he number and range ol predators available )f_(eaf-roun
allys o) '” o1 pests, The weeds provide a "home base lor pests
2 altac?( I"%:-It.mljrﬁlst‘:lll|.a!, when pest numbers build up on a planted
i “w"ll,::m numbers rise to match them \
L e p"-:("ﬂ weeds are useful. In my garden they are the main
AXe 'Ir'll,'.mt'!t"‘“!'lll source of slow-acting organic fertiliser;

easy way 1o

source of mu

basis for plant tonics and pest control remedies; and many
¢ basi { ; ’ arl
“:; ¢ uses, which are described in this book: weeds mean a varied
othe 4 '

garden.
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Fowering weeds attract predators |ike
hoverflies, and they in tum help control

presits

Don't use herbicides i :

There are basically three reasons for avoiding ht-'flll‘:'d;-'-"-'. 11".'lr’t?’ffccl
on human health, on the environment, and on garden and farm
management.
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Human health

The effects of herbicides are still relatively unknown. They have
only been used widely for some forty-five years, so data on the,
impact is still accumulating. A herbicide is innocent until proye,
guilty: éven with evidence for carcinogenic, mutagenic, teratogen;,
and other harmful effects on animals, several products contin,
to be assumed “innocent” until their harmful effects on humapn.
have been proven beyond doubt. There are many arguments agains;
particular herbicides (like 245T), but even if they were completel,
harmless to humans there would still be good management reasons
for avoiding their systematic use.

Environmental effects

Any herbicide—directly dangerous to humans or not—may have
hmfu] long-term consequences for the environment through
unintended, spreading phytotoxicity ( herbicides may, for example,

ki_ll mgine plankton), reduced richness of species, changes in plant
diversity, and growing plant resistance o herbicides. In some

situations crops and their “associated” i
weeds are becomin 2
i g more

Management problems

Herbicides redyce the need to rot

) ate itti
continuous monoculture of T L e e

the same crop. This leads in the

nicreased fertiliser and water u
: se
the cropping system,

Herbi_cidee may do enormo

is free. More important ici y
el !]:)o antly, herbicide use makes s 5000 Management
a growing system, The fact g that thow"aluahlt'

i ; Problems

Inroduction 5

are a symptom of bad management, and herbicides are, at best,
a temporary solution,

Natural weed control

When weeds invade disturbed ground, they stabilise it, allowing
other, long:-term plants to grow. Fifteen years ago, when we first
came to Araluen Valley (NSW) most of our land grew weeds: mostly
blackberry, but a good range of others as well. There are still a
lot left, including blackberry, but it's a vast improvement on what
it used to be. Left to itself for a hundred years or so, there would
be very few weeds left in the Valley. Weeds are stabilisers, the
first arm of an invasion force that brings back the bush.

You can see it with the blackberries here. They provide a moist,
dark shelter for the pittosporum seedlings, which eventually grow
into a dark canopy. The pittosporums gradually spread, shading
out the blackberries, and after a few decades there are trees instead
of blackberries.

You can see it with the bracken. It grows on overgrazed flats
and slopes, and nothing much eats it, or even penetrates it to pick
at the grass underneath. Its wide fronds protect the soil from wind
and water erosion, the grass underneath re-seeds and so do tree
seedlings, away from heavy feet and hungry mouths. And eventually,
again, the bush grows back.

You can see it with the thistles. They appeared here when the
land was overgrazed by newly-introduced sheep. Finally, the sheep
were removed, leaving paddocks of thistles almost too thick to
walk through. Yet, just one year later: no sheep, no grazing, and
no thistles. Animals avoid thistley areas, which lets the grass grow
up around the thistles and eventually out-compete them.

Of course, not all weed problems can be solved by leaving them
alone. Land regenerated to bush is usually the last thing a farmer
wants: and in the suburbs there is little bush from which to
recolonise. Still, it is presumptuous to believe that all weed problems
must be solved by active human intervention: the trick is to know
when to leave well enough alone.
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Our home vegetable garden is a mess. It gets two hours' work
a fortnight, it is filled with weeds, plants gone to seed, gj,,
misshapen radish, and cauliflower stalks—first forgotten and 1.,
growing again,

It has none of the neat rows, bare soil, and giant vegies of
“normal” vegetable garden. But it does produce large quantitics
of vegetables at almost no effort or cost.

I weed our vegetable garden once or twice a year, to make roon
for more seedlings to germinate from plants that have gone to seed
the season before. If the weeds get too big, | trample them down
If 1 want to plant a seedling there, I dig a small hole and surround
it with newspaper. | operate on the principle that a healthy plant
will outgrow the weeds—by and large they do.

There are exceptions to this. Firstly, in poor soil—and our soil
was just that for years, whilst it was built up with mulch and
compost—the weeds will outgrow your vegies: they are after all
opportunists. Secondly, the vegies must have a head start, as most
weeds grow faster than they do. Hence the occasional weeding
and the newspaper. Once the plants are about one-third grown,
new weeds hardly aifect them. Thirdly, the vegies must be thickly
planted. (They usually are, provided they are self-sown.) Bare soijl
produces a lot of weeds. and the vegies get choked out.

Weeds take up food and moisture. They also give it back: once
slashed, weeds retum their nutrients to the soil. The |eaf cover
of weeds helps retain soil moisture and protects plants against
too much sun. Weeds also protect your garden against frost. This
year, in among the weeds of our vegetable garden, we had tomatoes
in mid-July; flowering borage; zucchinis in June: and this in
area where lomatoes should be dead by May at the latest, ‘nzm

2 P e
weeds kept the tree tomato cuttings from being frozen: th :
| placed in the weed-free cuttin ¢ Cutlings
S0 g bed not far away were al| ki||
by mid-winter. (On the other hand, we didn't get zucchin: god
late summer: the early plants were shaded out by gyr vehinis unil

! rarely dig the garden, | pull out weeds insteaq The di
soil is perfect for planting seedlings. Thus, | v ed € disturbeq
a bare patch for seedlings, or a bare patch f'm e hen | feed
At about the time the borage, leeks, or tg Y Berminate,
germinating | pull out a patch of weeds;hopefzaloe_s Should pe
around where the Pparent plant went tg ly the igh
A few weeks later, up come the seedlj %0 g Previoyg i

' ings. US vears,

Weeds mean material for mulch and com

weeds before they've gone 10 seed and use m

PN

!f,g:::n"l!nnual
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yegies; perennials or seedy weeds, (and giant woody parsnips),
| compost. Weeds also make an excellent liquid manure. Weeds
store fertility until you need it. Many nutrients are lost in bare ground,
whilst weed mulches release their nutrients slowly and steadily
to feed the plants around them.

Why then are weeds considered a problem? Probably because
a weedy garden requires timing: you need to know when to pull
them out. Also, unless your soil is soft, moist, and full of humus
it is extremely difficult to pull out weeds, As a rule, | believe that
if you can't pull out your weeds by the handful (and then plant
your seedlings in the soft, disturbed ground afterwards), you need
more organic matter in your soil. And weeds are a wonderful, fast
growing source of such organic matter. This way, weeds tell you
how good your soil is: if they are a problem, your soil needs
improving.

Of course, there are weeds and weeds. Heaven protect me from
kikuyu! And couch! Or blackberries! There’s no happy co-existence
with kikuyu, couch, or blackberries in the garden: the only thing
is to keep pulling them out, to keep mulching and close planting,
until your garden is clear of them.

This is where the “good" weeds come in. Even if you have couch,
kikuyu, or blackberries waiting in the wings, waiting to pounce
on your garden patch, a thickly weed-choked bed will protect you.
Weeds are colonisers, invading and stabilising disturbed soil.
Although my vegetable garden is surrounded by couch and kikuyu,
they no longer invade the vegetables: they cannot get a toehold.
There rarely is bare ground to be colonised in the messy patch
that is our garden.

Actually, weed-infested gardens are fun. They're like Christmas
stockings. You never know what you might find in them.

At the time of writing (July) I'm having a weed-hauling-out few
days: mostly so | have room to plant the beans and corn and a
few other things that don't re-seed themselves this spring; and to
make room for the plants that do re-seed themselves—the leeks
I trust will germinate down in the clump by the foliage turnips,
the tomatoes that should spring up among the silverbeel, the
sunflowers wanted down by the compost bin, the purple beans
known to exist under the peas now climbing up the trellis, and
lots of other “'surprises”,

It is exciting to discover exactly what is in the garden. Sweet
peas | thought long-choked have poked their tips above the slender
vetch. | planted those sweet peas, but the ones just starting to flower

=
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near the compost bin are self-sown—they've been comiyg
four years now, tangling round the silverbeet, then ."Tf.qu.h”!‘_. .
the old bit of wire left for them. There's borage, some 0, Hois
lettuces, chinese cabbage, and a broccoli plant gone hy rizont
The latter had sprouted all along its stalk, giving us nine bro,. i
stalks instead of one, all bearing large clumps of broccol; T
year I'll do the same thing deliberately: push the main stalks dow:
till they are horizontal, hoping to get from each plant ten m,,,.'\
as much broccoli as before.

At the moment (early winter) the garden is as bare as wil
ever be, Not even weeds are germinating now. As soon as the \.,,:
heats up I'll bung some seedlings in, and then—and only then
keep the weeds down around them until they are well-established
As | said before: weeds won't reduce your crop as long as the,
grow after your plant is one-third mature. By that time, a health,
plant should “out-compete” the weeds.

What to do with weeds

Most v_meeds can just be let lie, as fresh mulch. Some may re-root,
especially dock, young oats, couch. kikuyu, and anything that grows
fhmrn r;:n:ers or small bulbs. You can toss these onto one big heap
though these heaps tend simply to expand with e
on top of them. i v e
Gradually, | have fallen back on three strategi i
radually, €gies with my
rooting” weeds, First of all, | yse * re-rooting” weeds as rrfulcrl?-
but only on top of several layers of Newspaper so they are ( '
be!ore they touch the soil. Others are iy
This at !eas_l keeps them tidy and recye

Test is thrust back into the bin, * 8erden, and the
Other weeds are thrown into larg,

them with water, and screw the lid bac . fibreglass

Contaj
kontodj Nainer, Cover

?nql[mgs. The water gradually turns slushy-brown. —SEmosquitoes

’}elm iser, perfect for slushing on celery, lettyce eriul liguid

ta::‘ nett)eg something extra to keep them Srowing and othe, plants

al the bottom is seed-free, and also makes ""Oid?;fly The sludge
fe"ﬂ[i&r Th

€r. The

A o
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bin is regularly topped up with weeds and water, to be harvested
as needed

Two other sorts of weeds can be a problem: fruit that might
pe infected with codlin moth or fruit fly, and large quantities of
stalky weeds from commercial vegetable growing areas. One option
is to let animals eal them: hens, or sheep, or horses, That way,
weeds instantly become manure. Infected fruit can also be placed
in plastic garbage bags, sealed, and left in the sun for at least
two months, or until the fruit has decomposed.

The weedy pumpkin crop
The pumpkins were planted in large clumps of compost on a strip
of grass and weeds (until recently these were blackberries, with
a few still peeping through). Sheep, wallabies, and wombats grazed
at will through the crop, though the horses were kept out by a
rough pole fence: | was afraid their feet would crush the pumpkins.

The pumpkins grew strongly. So did the grass and the weeds,
as we kept the area well-watered. The sheep grazed carefully through
the lot, nosing out the lush grass and weeds and ignoring the tougher
pumpkin vines. This kept the grass from competing with the
pumpkins, and also added manure to the area.

| have repeated this several times since, with melons as well
as pumpkins, using sheep and also mowing with a whippersnipper.
The latter was very effective indeed, as the mown grass and weeds
mulched the crop, though whippersnipping is definitely more work
than letting in the sheep.

Corn, weeds, and lucerne

The sheep grazed the area to the ground, the corn was planted
in a scratched trench among the sod, and the lucerne and weeds
were kept in check with a whippersnipper. The corn didn't grow
particularly high, but the harvest was as good as a trial patch
elsewhere, grown in a weedless area: the cobs were just as large
and as numerous. Where we neglected to whippersnip, however,
the cobs were appreciably smaller. Frequent whippersnipping was
crucial, as were fertile soil and steady watering.

Beans in clover, weeds, and lucerne

Again, the clover, weeds, and lucerne were kept down by whipper-
snipping. This was.effective until a rainy week and a dose of the
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flu meant the whippersnipping was neglected. Many beans got bey),

fiy: though those that had been whippersnipped recently and were
c!l;:)ked with tall growth, didn’t The mature beans also started |,
rot, Even when the whippersnipping was resumed the beans dicy

get back to normal. d
Interestingly, the competition didn’t dwarf the beans (which wey,

more than one-third grown) or lessen their crop. On the contrary,
they seemed to shoot up even more in the moist, hot micro-climate
provided by the luceme, dock, etc. It was this heat and moisture
that seemed to be the problem: soft, lush, sap-sucker enticing growth,

and mildew.

Parsnips, carrots, and radish

I have grown all three of these in a closely-mown paddock, with
no previous digging at all. Fresh seed must be used, and a lot
of it. | just shook the seed heads over the ground and made sure
the area was kept moist till germination of couple of weeks later
The radishes germinated first and opened the soil for the carrots
and parsnips. The parsnips grew massive and eventually shaded
out the grass and weeds.

The parsnips grew well: nicely-shaped roots and an excellent
harvest. The carrots didn't germinate as well as the parsnips, but
were also deep-rooted and well-shaped. The radish bolted upwards
and produced excess leaf growth before they rooted. They tended
10 grow as much abaove ground as below: curly, misshapen radishes
we would have been stuck with had we tried to sell them, but
they tasted excellent, and were perfect for home consumption :

All three crops were grown in good soil: humus-rich and moist,

Those that grew in the driveway however—a lot of the seed blew

Italian parsley in weeds

This was a weedy (but not

grassy) patch p .

The parsley went to seed the seeds germ: Ex_l_ 10 a heg bt

tall 1o get to the sunlight, a 8emminateq i, parsley.

nd eventually gyer. . . '€ Weeds, g,
would not have beg, TR Y OVertogl S, g ew
ferte) Lol i the soif gy mbeene wﬁsiér( ThldS

L ' ! an
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celery (all leaf) : |
A celery plant shol 1o seed at the edge of the garden. The seedlings
germinated in the grass. We kept the grass mowed. The celery kept
growing: small, close plants nearly all Icraf,lhu[ the leaves were
sweet and intensely flavoured and were used in soups and stews.

Broad beans (small, weak, and yellow)

My first crop of broad beans in grass were planted in a thin, scratched
row of soil. They grew thin and yellow, and hardly cropped, even
though | kept the grass slashed. The soil wasn't fertile enough to
support the grass and the beans. This year our broad beans were
mostly self-sown in a large patch of weeds. The first | knew of
them was when they poked their heads up over the dock and
parsnips. They cropped excellently, with no work on my part (they
kept the weeds down themselves), but the soil was very ferile
and very moist.

Pumpkins in un-mown clover and lucerne

These were planted, after the lucerne was mown, in small heaps
of compost. They grew wonderfully, even when the lucerne crowded
over them, and kept fruiting late in the season after vines on barer
ground were burnt off,

Potatoes in tyres

Place old tyres on grass or weeds about two or three deep; fork
some compost in the bottom, throw in a potato, throw on more
compost, then water and wait. Even on poor ground the crop should
be excellent and need no digging: just pull out the plant, spuds
and all. Tyre-grown potatoes are relatively frost proof here; the black
tyres absorb heat and the extra height helps take them out of reach
of the frost.



14 Organic Control of Common Weeds

Asparagus in weeds
The asparagus was planted in weed-free ground and kept re|y;,
weed-free for a year. Since then it hasn't been weeded at 4

the patch is filled with weeds. Every winter when the asparay, .

dies down | whippersnip the weeds; these thickly mulch

asparagus and provide the fertiliser for the next crop. | have do,
this for seven years now—no fertilising, no weeding—just one s}«
then pick the asparagus in spring.

Rhubarb in blackberries

The blackberries were trampled by gumboots and slash hooks
thickly-coated with newspapers, then with mulch. The rhubarb was
planted on top. A few blackberry canes straggled through the mulch
but they were yellow and spindly and easily pulled out—especially
as we were in the patch every day, picking the evening's rhubarh
no blackberry shoot had time to grow large. Now, eight years later,

the patch is blackberry- ' seadli
o b?;s ] ckberry-free (except for the odd seedling dropped

Choko over dock and skeleton weed

l‘?he chokf} Was supposed to grow over the dunny but went the

cm:r T\.%ay, gvirrunnmg the patch of weeds that had once grown
< 1€ chokos cropped excess;

the weeds were destroyed. W g

Hops over blackberry and stinking roger

The hops were a nice f
+ 1at root when | planted ;
?ﬂo(tﬂ compost. They overran the blackberries l‘}:‘:m.m.a spade-
at least one metre tall), and clambered anr mzl:jnkmg roger
unny,

Vegetables to choke out weeds
Plant these 1o choke out weeds, or to coy,

when the ground is nead er bare !
3 ed.) Th 8round,
growing, and fast-maturin g ) They are a)| Ia's"ﬂe‘minaljng (‘:’l(.“(k

Border plants (to keep out
weeds and grass)

Chinese mustard

Comfrey

Leaming 1o Live With Weeds 15

Hadish
Raspberries (these will have lo
be thinned every few years)
Rhubarb
Rocket
Thyme (clumps of at least
100 em wide)
Watercress (wet areas only)
Zucching

pahlias (these come up in
summer, when weeds are a
problem)

Foliage turnips

Horseradish

Mint (this will also invade the
garden bul is easier to pull
out than most grasses and
many weeds )

New Zealand spinach

Never leave the edge of a garden bare: make sure it is thickly-
planted to keep out invaders.

Some rambling weed chokers

These can be planted to ramble over weeds. In good condition
they will smother a clump of blackberries; other, less vehement
weeds can be devastated by them. Try planting them too at the
edge of the garden. With their roots away from other crops they
won't compete for nutrients, but the vines can be trained to smother
weeds.

while they won't choke out
vigorous weeds, | have found
they suppress couch here
and other, soft weeds like
sorrel, dock, and cobblers

Banana passionfruit (these will
tolerate light frosts, unlike
ordinary passionfruit, and
can be grown in a sheltered
place—say among weeds—
through most of Australia) pegs; a barrier of nasturtiums

Chokos keeps kikuyu out of our

Hops garden)

Kiwi fruit (these can be left to Ornamental grapes
ramble over the ground and Pumpkins (1 have found crown
the weeds instead of being prince, jarrahdale, and
trained up a pergola; they are Queensland blue the most
fast-growing and hardy) rampant)

Nasturtiums (these are Wisteria
perennial in warm areas;

Some fast plants to choke out weeds

Plants that grow from roots or bulbs are excellent in reclaiming
weedy areas, as they start with next year's food supply stored in
their roots, which gives them a head start on the weeds. In your
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weed-infested garden, or an area newly mulched over with we.
try big hop root; dahlias; rhubarb; three-year-old asparagus croy,
Jerusalem artichokes: horseradish, and New Zealand vams (..

will crop even in a cold climate: they are different from trqyy;,

yams ).

Green manure to choke out weeds

Green manuring is the growing of a fast, nitrogen-fixing crop whj,

is either dug in or slashed for fertiliser or humus. Green manure.
also help suppress weeds, and a thick green manure can cley,

a weedy patch of ground
The classic green manure crops are nitrogen-fixing, most),
legumes. Although it is actually the associated bacteria that fi

the nitrogen, it is easier 1o refer 1o the crop itself as a nitrogen
fixer. One legume crop can convert 150 kg of nitrogen per hectare

per year from the air to the soil.

A barley crop dug inas green manure greatly increases the uptake
of phospharous in the crop that follows it. while a buckwheat gree
manure is also said to make a greater proportion of “locked up
pho_sphomus available. Deep-rooted green manure crops drav.
nuinents from levels that other, shallow-rooted Crops cannot reagi'”

If these deep-rooted crops are i
. green manured, the ict
would otherwise be lost are recovered, S

Growing green manures

Green manures must grow quickly
Sow them more thickly than normal

Crops for green Mmanuring

Broad beans These are “pj
_ € nitrogen fixers™
ia;nc{lo ol if not Supported, but this is a!?rs s
15 10 suppress weeds. They can be pla ut
umn and dug
N Seed fairly

Ut5 g of seed

ickly, 4 abo
first flowers are falling.

€M just as the
Peas These can be either conve

Usually used for stock food. P, fitiona) g

€4s are pj PEas or fielg peas
trogen ﬁxmg_ Sow them
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in early spring for replanting in December, or sow them in autumn
for spring replanting. Seed should be sown at about 15 g per square

metre; slash al flowering.

Buckwheal This is an extremely fast grower. Plant it in spring
and it will be ready lor slashing six weeks later. It is one of the
best crops for choking out weeds, is attractive to bees for an early
spring flow, and is a traditional crop for o« isening heavy or clayey
soils. It grows on the poorest soils, without additions, and is said
to draw phosphate and calcium from the soil, making them more
readily available to other crops

Buckwheat is the exception to the rule that you must tend your
green manure. Sow it thickly, about 10 g per square metre, rake
it in, and slash it when it flowers.

Mustard This is another quick maturer: six to eight weeks. Sow
in spring or summer at about 1 g per square metre. Mustard helps
control potato eelworm if grown between crops, and has slightly
alkaline root secretions that are good for acid soil. A warning though;
mustard is of the same family as cabbages, caulies, etc. and should
not be grown either before or after them. It may also attract cabbage
white butterflies.

Oats Oats help control root knot eelworm and are one of the
best “natural herbicides", suppressing weed growth and germin-
ation. Sow oats in autumn and slash in spring, or sow in spring
and slash in mid-summer. Sow at about 10 g per square metre,
Slash the oats as the heads start to form

Lupins These are nitrogen-fixing and produce excellent quantities
of organic matter. They grow on acid or alkaline soils as long as
they are well-drained. They are also good for crop rotation and
are said to make phosphorous available for following plants.

Lupins need to be inoculated with the right strain of bacteria
to fix nitrogen, or even to grow well. Buy the inoculants from the
seed company where you buy the seed. If lupins have been grown
in your soil before you may not need to do this, but it's best to
be safe.

Sow lupins in April for the best crop, and dig in spring jus! as
the first flowers are showing. They may also be sown in spring
and dug in mid-summer, but they are more susceptible to weeds
and disease at that time of the year. Sow at about 15 g per square
metre. There are many varieties available and all are suitable for
green manuring.

L
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Rye Rye will grow reasonably well without adding feri); or |,
d;cup-tuuml and good for scavenging leached nutrients. |y produc,
a good quantity of organic matter and is an excellon

ol weeds, including grasses and chickweed, Sow rye
slash in spring, just before any heads appear

b

W autym,

Other green manures
Sunflowers can be sown thickly in spring and slashed while ghil
tender, before flowers form. Borage is a fas grower and an excel|oy
forager of leached nutrients Marigolds ploughed under o slashed
will help control nematodes, Clover is hitrogen-fixing, helps to aeral
the soil and breaks down easily if dug in before it flowers | But
it may be hard to get rid of, and it also needs an inoculant. ) Radis|
can be sown as a Breen manure at any time of the year, depending
on the variety of radish, Plant them between the rows of other
crops that are nearly mature. Slash, or dig both residues in together

CHAPTER 2

Weed
Management

Establishing a weed-free garden
A no-dig garden made from weeds
A weed-[ree garden out of weeds
Raised gardens
Avoiding weeds
Keep weeds oul
Controlling weeds
Twelve steps 1o basic weed control
Lawns
Paving
Flower gardens
Vegetable gardens
Orchards
Berry beds
Pasture
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Establishing a weed-free garden

I vou are establishing a new garden, a new garden bed, or a padde,.,
nlycarrotﬁ iry to start them off weed-free. Three examples of wep,
free gardens are described below.

A no-dig garden made from weeds

Mow or slash grass and weeds as finely as you can, Run the mowe,
over it several times if necessary; lay _dnwn a thick layer of news
papers, overlapping well; cover them with at Fu.‘u‘t 10 ¢m of compos
or wilted comfrey or lucerne hay with a thinner layer of compos;
on top, or even good garden soil after you have sterilised i1 i,
the oven. Don't use “first cut” lucermne which may have weed secds
in it If your hay has weed seeds, try shaking it thoroughly—oy
better still, give it to the chooks for a few days before using it
they will clean up any seeds.

Al one stage when | had no compost, | used sawdust 10 make
my garden. This has practically no available nutrients until it breaks
down, but it was at least weed-free. So | watered it every day with
home-made liquid manure, made by steeping weeds in water 1l
it was pale brown. Every time | took out some water | added more

Later, the gluggy residue at the bottom of the barrel was used for
mulch.

Seaweed is seed free, as is algae
break down quickly and have
to make gardens, with no othe
your seaweed on the newspap
a handspan thick you won't e
suppress the seeds below.

I have made

from dams and rivers, Both
been used for hundreds of years
r major additions at al: just pile
er. If it is going to be more than
ed paper: the weight and heat wil|

« throw on
roken down, the

For many years | used old stable tajljp 3§

in the drought they
Sprout oats and ma
to be used.) Which

SProuted Paterson's o Arden bases, until

ize, but these were gae: & always diq
o ic
Ever material yoy use, m"’:.:g’ml;:Eed out, or |ef
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) w{"Daﬂff"
— weeds

ar
cleZ soif

Ve q_w.syné'pc L —

1 al least six thicknesses of paper over Iram_pled \uu.is.
ot ol ir clean soil, plant in compost
Water well, Use liquid

'y )
Making a no-dig garden, Py s
cover ﬁ‘ue paper with compost, muleh with lucerne <
(.urin pockels of soil or compost) on top of the :‘t;ll t-,k bt i
fertiliser if the mulch is low in nitrogen, to help it bres 5

the thinner your layer of mulch, the Ihfcker.yotjtrl ne;vs;;;;;:a;\r::;st
be: very thick mulch needs no paper, and \ler} “;5- p

no mulch, except where you pial_l to pla'nl t I(tlseeha.v e
try to use weed-free materials (if you da:e_ us,‘mg. ]; ‘ha s
to get rid of some of the seeds; lawn Llljjrlf\,g.:i:)- y

be given to the ‘-‘l“'”kyf first; they cI‘e.uT ul[)ka:I ‘:t:dl.m_ Ml 2
if yEnl are using low-nitrogen materials like :._<m e;réw i
that will take some time to Ihreak d?wn. water = ‘wa[er b
home-made liquid manure, d;lutcd‘ urine, or codmpt‘éd i
is made by suspending compost in water, and us

a weak tea colour).
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Weed-free garden materials or mulches

« campost, bought or home-made (compost is ready whe,
:;‘an no In:;nger discern the original materials )

« seaweed Ak

» green algae from dams or rivers

» sawdust (low in nutrients until it breaks down )

» |ucerne hay (as long as it isn't first-cut most lucerne paddoy
are reasonably weed-free, and lucerne seed from hay does,
germinate too readily) :

+ hen manure (this must be old, no longer heating, and will nee
to be mixed with other materials or it will burn your plants)

* lawnclippings ( from golf courses, ovals, or any other place wher,
the lawns are manicured )

Weedy garden materials

* Most manures; sheep manure is generally very weedy. As a simple
rule, the rougher the pasture the animals have been feeding on
the more weed seeds in the manure. Dairy cows usually have
few weeds in their manure, as do stabled horses, although you
may get oats and maize germinating,

* First-cut hay: this may also collect weeds that were seedi ng. Rough
:ay generally has more weed seeds than pure luceme or oal

ay.

. ia‘_vn c_lippings from any place where the grass is not often mowed

oris high in weeds, like abandoned nature strips,

A weed-free garden out of weeds

Take a very weedy area—preferab|

¥ where th
your head. Mow them down and € weeds are aboye

rake the

id feni_liser as well, until the , fieed to give
nd begins to release it Stored.yp, nmﬂmuich starts

€ils,
Raised gardens

These can be made with weed.f;
: : : v “ITE€ Materiy)
A raised garden s easier 1o . kil lust g,
free |5 8arden g0
WIS can!

b
ENcroach,
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Lrely cut weeds — 7,
ne_w.spé’paf

wesal stecbble— BT I;“" R s,
b A T '-.""o‘-""li
scoif 'a',ﬂ.-,".‘.'».q-‘.v.’.'-ﬂ» el

aking a ‘if"‘h’“ o weeds. Slashed and 1 2y cut weeds are raked up, a layer o
Mak ;. Slashex | linely cut wee .k 1
: e : I.ﬂll on top Lelt for a month you can part the mulch and

paper put down, the weeds |'|>||| paper over the stubble, finely cut weeds on lop,

: 1
plant through the paper. ”:. .
compost over that, putin i n! par
fertillser to help the weeds dece

s

plants, sprinkle with blood and bone, and apply liquid

pose




21 Orgamic Coatrol of Comian Wiseds

fower weed seeds blow onto il from lawns or disused areas
a5 the bed is nearer eve height you can ensily grab any-weed ()

germinates
One of the easiest raised gardens 1S
the tyres from you garage of the local dump, pile them at |
three high with a stake down the middle so they don't fal
Fill them with ordinary garden soil to the top of the second ty
Now fill the rest up with weed-free malerial, and plant
These tyre gardens need good watering: the drainage is excell
which makes them good in poorly drained soil. In many areas th,
will be frost proof: the black absorbs heat and the extra heig}
may take the plants out of frost range. | have potatoes all yea
in black tyres

made from old tyres

Avoiding weeds

The best weed control is avoidance: one of the reasons for Australia's
stringent quarantine regulations is to avoid weed seeds in imports

Most weeds produce large amounts of seed. They can be spread
in a number of ways. E

Wind = An example of this is j ithii
ad X Poppy seed with its explosive, opening
parachutes. Capeweed seeds have been found 150 rnen:espup |:

the air, winged dock s All fly until it i
) ged dock seed will fly until it is caught, or the wind

Birds Birds eat fruit and excrete the s

some pass through undigest
feathers, B e

eeds; they eat seeds, and
ds can gel caught in thejr

Humans We cany i
: arry weeds in bales of hay ; ed
- - 2
grains, and by sowing contaminated seed W};ci C
. (s

in the fur of pets, ¢ ; analso be carrie
Wi + O trouser legs, wide skirts, anq hUShw‘:;(T[:“.i
rs

Cultivation Some weeds ar

1ootlets, like blackberri i
; erries, kikuyu, cou
: v C i

{_m:: ploughed one comirey bush, andhi. ?Xalls o
'fr § can remain dormant for 5 It‘)ng M Ll ok
m:f{? :r;I:ght and warmth sp they qenr-:ie’ ‘

-duce other competition ¢ ily: il

emporarily sg i
1€ Weed

€ scal Cultivati
tered by cultivation that spreads

Keep weeds out

wm]sﬂol“nim" disturbed ground. (You won't find weeds in a forest

anless ithas bee
nd even then the forest will probably, gradually, re
a

weeds are a human problem, caused by our m
soil as little as possible. Leaving ground bare invites

n disturbed by a severe storm or sor ther disaster
m its own )
1anagement
Disturb the
weeds: It may be bare soil around your seedlir
Jawn {which you have mown too short or tha
of water), a newly ploughed area, or an are:
Try no-dig methods, plant thickly, mulch, §
use other ground-covering strategies

a patch in the

lied from lack

t cover crops, and

Controlling weeds
There are two ways to control weeds: by direct action—removing
them or killing them—or by giving the crop an advantage so it
wins the battle for resources with the weeds. Weeds that grow after
the first two-thirds of a crop’s life won't affect the yield of the crop,
though weeds that seed in t period may affect young plants
i the crop to come. But in many cases weed control after the
half-way point in a crop's life is wasted labour

Weeds should be controlled as early as possible: before they
can seed or spread, and while there is little labour or other resources
needed to remove them, and before they can compete with crops
Many weeds—like couch grass—exude root toxins that inhibit the
growth of other plants: the more the weed grows the less the crop
is able to compete with it

Once your crop is growing strongly, however,
tolerant of weeds. Weeds hardly inhibit the amount of food cropped
»ds establish themselves after

you can be more

from your plants provided the wee
the first third of your plants’ life. By then a plant should be strong

enough to suppress the weed by itself

Twelve steps to basic weed control

Dig the ground, wait for weeds to germinate whilst
again three weeks later. Levelling the
a rake will help weed seeds lo germinate

| Digging
watering well, then dig
bed with

9 Green manure Plant a green manure crop as thickly as it will

grow, to choke oul weeds,
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seedling in whole or part of the mulch. If you are piy,

seedlings in mulch, douse them with chamomile tea (o prey,.,,
damping off and add some nitrogen-rich material like 1,

and bone or liquid manure to compensate for the nitrogen lo}

up by the decomposing mulch. With higher nutrient mulch
like comfrey, compost, and green lucerne or a leaf-and-gras,

clipping mixture this shouldn’t be necessary.

4 Grazing Sheep, pigs, hens, goats, and rabbils in cages, place,
over the area you want o clear, will clean up weeds. Try tether

in small areas, a small round fence made from reinforcing mesj
or even electric fences.

6 Companion pfarrring
with comn, The melons
bonus. Plant yourcrops
weeds. Sweet potatoes
Crop planted with co;
vegetables to provide
soil cover.

as lh‘ g S,
(Ckly as possipye; bare ground jnyite

tion i

m. Try D]anting pea:]u'::f SUppressan

a quick weed-supp,essing nf}'- with taller

7 Slola‘n':afion This method clears yun
gna;ns. ll:_nvo‘lv.e.s stretching 3 g P in an
caling it in shallow trenches aty hil “Plastic gye h
; at € Perimey I the soil

"mgen-fixing

3 Mulch Cover the soil—dug or not—with mulch, and |,
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the soil lemperature by several degrees and destroys
M-.lns weeds, many seeds, and soil pathogens like verticulum
wilt that altacks tomato crops.
Bumning This can bt,_’ eﬂecli\'-.:‘. but also leads to a loss of humus
in the soil and to air pnll.ulmn It simply involves burning a
heap of leaves or crop debris on the ground that is to be planted.
Inter-crop weeding is also possible with a hand-held blowtorch

through lines of plants.

8

9 Temporary flooding This is used extensively in rice culture,
where young plants are flooded. It can be used to remove weeds
before land is planted with crops; but unless the terrain is well-
prepared, it can lead to topsoil loss, a loss of oxygen in the
soil, and to other changes in soil structure and micro life

10 Weed mats These are starting to be used extensively. They
effectively control weeds, reduce moisture loss, and often store
or radiate extra heat which promotes plant growth. The only
disadvantage is the initial expense, soon recompensed by
increased plant yield and less labour needed for weeding.

11 Drip irrigation and minimum tiflage Drip irrigation along lines
of crops can cut down weed growth as well as encouraging
the crops to out-compete them. Minimum tillage too can reduce
weed germination: weeds need disturbed soil, and any bare
ground will attract colonisers.
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] i ks s will stop I
shing Regular slashing between crops wi P anny,
2 fgds lfom seeding and, depending on the type of weed.
have, this ma}; be enough for effective weed control. H; Weve,
perennial weeds with runners, like couch, may in g |

encouraged by regular slashing.

Lawns

Regular mowing and good lawn care is usually enough 1o |,
down lawn weeds. Weeds usually grow where grass is thin. ool
after your lawn, and you'll have less trouble with weeds,

Choose the right lawn type for your area. If your lawn die-
incold.heat,ordmught.considerchanging It Treat your lawnmowe
with respect. Lawns should be at least two centimetres high: an,
shorter and they become weak. Summer grasses should be allowe
to grow slightly longer in autumn, or they may not re-grow afie,
mowing, leaving the ground patchy and allowing weeds to colonis.

lawn,
Most grasses and lawn w
eeds i .
sulphate of ammonia, if pee t:ansbe killed with fresh urine o

pread them while the lawn

1 9ay; the remain
} femllsmg the grass. Urilr?g

early summer when the i One in spyi
0= ras - ri
colonising the bymg are:f > 15 growing Strongly, th qﬂicl:ﬁya;:_'

is Wet with dew, but the soil is dry, %;a

Some lawn weeds

Annual grasses Summer(

¢rab) grass i
8rass can be ' vine Yintey,
P controlled by regular Mowing m ?;egma. 9nnual)

: S can't
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Look for light green patches in early winter and use

B:'iﬂna;ﬁo?su]phate of ammonia.

8 - This can be kept in check by vigorous grass: it often
!‘:’IBS a pmblem under trees or where grass 1S mown or grazed

beco

100 C!OseIY'

Paving |
paving is perfect for weeds: warm and. plant free, nothing lo compete
ith, and mowing or digging impossible.

wlM;ke sure all material is weed-free to begin with: weed-free sand
under the pavers, and no weeds ledlernealh. Try planting in the
crevices: creeping thymes, chamomile in cooler areas, yarow, dwarf
lavenders, catnip, marjoram, oregano, dlanlthus. ajuga, even mint.
They won't be able to become too rampant in the paving.

Getting rid of weeds in paving _ :
The easiest method is to chip weeds out w[th a special chl.pger:
a small blade on a long pole. This can be quicker than squirting
them with herbicide. If you don't have a chipping looi. chip t{xem
out with a spade. With practice you can calmg!te the spade along
aving stones and get a good cut. _

lhi'f:tﬁf ;f;rr:)ighly agnd pull them out. If your fingers don l,-do &:1;:
trick make a “weed puller”. I use fuse or copper wire. Tv'n!s.lt :l
around the weed till it's tight—but not too Ilg:h[ or it rr:g}g tthcaun
the plant—and pull. You get more leverage with long wire

you do with your fingers.
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Whip them out with a whippersnipper. This will have |, |
repeated, but with practice it is as easy as mowing the |, "
Whenever | cut the grass with the whippersnipper | go v, the
paving too. It kills some weeds, others just get stubby-ro, ted I”_"'
branch, but this makes them easier to pull out by hand |ate, '

Sprinkle weeds with borax. But be warned: this will kill ;)| othes

plant life around it!
Paint weeds with kerosene. This is smelly, but it works.

Flower gardens
Flower beds have their own weed competition: the flowers, Kep. D
flowers growing strongly: feed with compost or good mulch, wate,
them when needed, choose appropriate varieties, and contro| ;_:m-'.
and they should out-compete the weeds, as long as you avoid |'.'|r'.u.?
.bare areas. Try lo have a cover of flowers all the time: plant seedlings
instead o_l' seeds, and fill up spaces with white alyssum, a ni:-.-
strawberries, lawn thyme or chamomile, or some other eas .xu :‘ ’
gr%und _gaver that will keep out weeds, o
onsider an i
o graslle::d ;EL rg?:‘ﬁvzgelisar:e:s ?l stone, concrete, or metal
ut of flower beds, Alternatively,

5 boxes before
Y ean long yeey
t¥forweeds,
Your soil: add my| and or with
If your bed isuvgr;ﬁ‘fl‘:;;ter. S OF moisture
and Fah + Conside ;

plant the tgl;l;sl{mfmg the bed using yeeq c-ahr:;uuy Wting the fioyye
. I the ﬂOWE{’s are larse : I?mquﬁg mer\]'ver.s
0 be . re-
+ Consider

b or put th;
i 1 ick
Thés Wil be ugly
lnl] Elter, use
@ thin Strips

s
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{\'"f —

Keep perennials upright by placing
re-infarcing mesh over the garden
on a few bricks and training the
plants through it. The foliage will
soon cover the mesh, but weeds
can be easily reached.

and arrange them around the beds. The latter allows the plastic
to be used again. This method will germinate and kill weed seeds,
as well as killing weeds. Putting up with an ugly garden for three

weeks will produce a flourishing one.

A temporary clear plastic
mulch round Howers will
kill weeds. Cut the plastic
into strips to fit easily
round the flowers.
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weils do not ge .
s wi weed control, make sure weeds e
Ich. Perennials should bt‘dug up and Composte
as mulch,

inij ffort flower bank ‘
Sk 00 I planted flowers and herbs directly into 4 Qrasg,
ﬁivim'll‘ﬁmi:agggered along, weak and stunted, fo; three ye,
Gr:dimilv iowever they outgrew the grass and (he weeds, N,
five years later, the flowers have won, and ! have a Barden |},
with minimum effort,

Vegetable gardens :
Weeds should be seen as a valuable resource in vegeta!_:h- areas
As long as they don't compete with your Crops—and this ooy

stabilise the soil, and help provide diversity in your garden (o he|
control pests and disease,

My vegetable garden is full of weeds, The only weed-free are, .
are where seeds or seedling have been planted recently, Weeds
are kept down here by mulching (byt not near tender stalks ip
case they rot) ar by layers of Newspaper around them, Mostly, 1he
seedlings are planted on bare grounq where another Crop has jus

been pulled ouy: radish especially, thickly planted, chokes oy weed
Healthy vegelables—grown in compost, well-m
—will out-compete weeds, and once p

ulched anq watere(

Weeds shoylg Never p
Instead, they shoy|q be made 10 work for you, P Vegetahle garder,

Contro|
Apan from the twelye basic we COntry
. - Nirg| Po
Which muylcpin TaIs, solarisatigp, a 1 listeq before (o

Particularly rele\:ant 0 vegetap) ! dhip i
should pay o 8etable areqq)” Ty Oﬂierg on are

v a "moving rubbish heap"”.
gatd?n. Toss the Weeds op 1o
They'll kij) them, 8radually

si be pulled oy and ..
y Annual weeds can simply Iseq
in your garden. Annu

s to keep down weeds. Consider intercropping:
3 rawling plants to keej
3 Usesp
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ee be
at have gone 1o seed need to
I Weeds that
fertility, (

‘udcn" ade into green manure, see chapter |.) Weeds
sted or m laced on paper,
Id be placec
compos re-root shou

may ‘onsi anti : al their
: sty Consider planting crops al t.
'rg swongly. Z 2, will be less susceptible
ep plants 8 Late beans, for example, wi
m hme.

: | 2 vigorous| , allowing
optimy ks from bean fly and will grow more vig y
ac

el > ‘ 4 2arly will be
0§ i weeds, Crops planted oo e arly

\ I pete with we

(8] con

them

5 Ma ulgrow them,
ke o and weeds 1 Y Oulg
(0 lake fl
ow |

ike in, even chokos grown on the g\rl(;u'nrl,
try vine croph"H“ki Lt};‘:'nl];-l::lla;la passionfruit grnwn' ail |hu;1-. l.\::dlrl-.‘er:rl
e, etc. 0‘}: steal nutrients from your \Ia:egv!ah t"s J’l bl
the garden won ;_lSBd as living mulch, Think nf_ ias,ivmd‘iusmn
B . be pulled out as more prudurln_f(: (r?fj]. i
e th Ca".' be slashed to provide mulch 'IJEIW(_LI_ itk
10 By CFOPB'“}: of (.'irwer (excellent with brasicas l‘{i ;l:“a ;
o Cr?'lplse :::3 Cabl‘;age moth caterpillars), lucerne, foliag
cabbage whi

{urnips, or young sunflowers,

QT SPraw 3 wi keep weeds down
pra JIIIH ]‘Jldlﬂ I help eep we ed
i}

Grow pumpkins round your <

round tall plants.
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4 Make sure you control undes[fable'wtn!(la Weeds like .,
kikuyu, etc, won't co-exist with vegies. Pu:f mll}fft-mm.,n-. b
they seed; slash annuals: cover them “’”"_’_'“I‘ ch or use ,,
the twelve basic weed control measures. Try not 1 introd,,,
new weeds with mulch or an your clothes: grass seeqs | |
eyes, cobbler's pegs, etc. stick to your clothes—that js their
of expanding their territory,

5 Try barriers around your garden to keep oul grass an Othes
unwanted species: either solid barriers like sleepers, com
or old tyres, or a living barrier like thick, deep-rooted copyf,, |
| prefer comfrey: its deep roots bring up leached nutrients 4,4
the leaves are an excellent mulch and fertiliser for the garden

6 Plant thickly: mueh thicker than recommended rates ON seod
packets. Thicker planting means no bare ground for weeds |
colonise. Excess seedlings can be pulled out. Tiny carrots ar.
sweeter than big anes, young beetroot leaves can be Cooked
like spinach, liny lettuce leaves can be tossed in salads, Map,

Plants will be stunted by their more vigorouys neighbours, the;,
Stant 1o grow when these haye been cropped. | find i,

cauliflowers, red mignonette lettuce, carots, beetroot, eeks
Many other vegetables thay the smal

Nt wal 1

and
ler plants wil| stlay dorman,

drls

Under <rops like pojag eese may
ave seen pigs (:les, €omn, melong, py Breen wee
Sent in i ic:;il'(:o.enl{l;Ii .I"I o i Iween Crop"
Over the soil. The ne‘;r:ﬂ up vegetab|e debris and__"Op Ploughers.
without any further NOu:ﬁ:,;s Planted iy the -ﬂe'\fl)kn:v and iy
Other usefy) aids are | B Ured gre

down WS and pof Ong strips of weed .

+ u i I
L‘l.:li'lﬂ"l(:r(.'.lill'ly). and long sir{::-sa:)gl'a::r e s umtan -
185¢ Will byrn Weeds off,)

Y of |
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! cellent strategy: a quick-growing crop like
IM‘— pulch s 27 'exs that is sown between slower vegetables
"gi:iﬂ“sge kA a weed blanketing mulch after three or

djsh ©F rovide ; : e as it
- top » used in this way, as long as i
M'ngen lucerne can be used

; This need nol reduce your cropping area as

Imf o in smPSl- ter expand over the "companion” crop, .

rlj’xl efables canili:iig up weeds, so avoid this option if you can;
hoe wi

for when your plants are young and vulnerable,

al least time it ds later when the vegies can compete with
ee t f

simply $1ashing
(hem.

4 i ' ‘hards: though
smetic blem in orcha
ly a cosmetic pro ) ore
v usualé);:;t;;e they are associated with bad husbal;lliz
¢ thev are ¢ C :
l[)ohey "::)yl:(: lra“l;(:)ut weeds in orchards unless th;y ;are.lalt)ert:ts -
n'l e = v s0il lr‘”‘lq up leached eler : ;

stabilise soil, bring . ey

i ma)(( uslflf(l;snybracken nettles, ete.) add to plant diversity

nitrogen (wattles, .

heg} pelsl lf;;onglrrlo:i.'pare ground washes or blows aw?y» "’?Z’;argsls(;tﬁf

| Don't plough. ing disturbs roots and enco = el
and invites weeds. Plougzmﬁiﬂlzl;:fr :;reﬂla"-’rs without harmh:ES
and a ?Oa"ng 2 dus{cn:ley Often, changing to a nr}n-Pm:egs 100
pests like San ]os:; bn:-«_ltlt‘ decrease in pests. S”"?e Y rowth
s o Cra u‘(h grass, for example, mledslelﬁf;# trees.
are bfld for lrge:?. ('}tL‘ 'Iha‘ stunts the roots n! Swe-rdd g
inhibitor from its roo 5 and compete for nutrients an hevsy
Kikuyub?]ag ChOkeI::::Sh‘(-lwoen your trees, preferably on

Establish a pas = p

, is
e alove icerne. Lucerne
: nent like clover orl Iu i
a nitrogen-fixing compo as it is mown very

3 ses, as long onds
excellent below fruit ‘T.L—: grass species. Mown ucetne r;‘;ﬂixing
You can use lucerne like “sward. It is perennial, mlm% reputed
v 1 d = . I ~tert n
like grass by forming it with the correct bacteria), a o
(you need to innoculate It whilst the roots will continue iz
10 encourage “'ﬂrmwurm:} | have known them 10 e:;leé‘ sward

ar after yearl. e or graze
e veur ::ckv ):vell site. A thick-mown or g
melres down a rock) o e / .
| ia will keep oul W‘ - be gl'd?.ed in winter if the‘ Ir :
Silucer ture under treés can | Z grown out of the animals
The pasture he trees have 2ot
i ; when the se, hens or Suffolk sheep;
are deciduous; nals like geese, ind that
small animails % reachthe branchessd din
reach; by sms .o they can’t reac
sred so they onee on the grass
by goats mml'{:;ig“ure the trees and concentrate 8
s Wi :
even horses

ds.




T MRS LSRN Wi s

’ or luceme if they are only let into the

orchard fo
at a time—and provided there is pler

18n aniy
1 however, may soon learn that trees are (o their taste '
'Ilr Animals wmnmonlykeepdown lhegmss. they will adq n

i (rich in micro-organisms that help fertility), ang they “,JIW

Arbour pests (like
§ Powdery Mildey

. 8razed orchards are healthier. '
| 2 Weeds and 8rass need to be kept down
| Mow regularly, graze with Small animals jjke

| Or guinea pigs in hutches, yse a whipy
ing i AX

around Young
geese, hens, r;

\ .lHn,-r\-
YISNipper LCarefy,

5.8 Sheg
Of years
Weeds

g Space around the trunk
Out as far a5 the drip |'r'r|4.

Unless you
ould be

alsp

fenewed yey, .

out of Your freeg with

1O even o) .,
Or kikuyy forming

h
Wolgrass, Hunor, " oy |

LT
Ligy

[reae

Weed Managemem 37

young, to keep down grass competition:
spn (heY 2 to retain warmth in the soil: :
o In late SUMMEL frost-prone areas; this will keep the soil colder,
1 m];wwinlt:r. 1ill' hu;itiing so leaves and flowers are delayed
ant! e h?irusls; :
L fruit, with a low-nitrogen mulch; this will mean
ghsbelore ey ‘tarvlatiun for the fruit, giving it a better colour
i n“mg&j" :'13(* capacity: as the mulch breaks down the
aﬂd‘lon?eril?‘:g‘air; be available for the tree; _
e wf ding them with artificial fertilisers—one or two
y insle‘ad _ﬂf TBE f good mulch is sufficient for most trees: lr.';r
apptc?ill;“;:;rr?eq simply mowing the grass under them is
some, o]
e e me\yfz::;‘iifil:ﬂf;g:::::‘nw soft, sappy growth: easily
bulj!;?h(-)rl‘;"l;}feflros!, susceptible to posh illll.l d:s:;;.sls!esl_] ;{r::j
| ft, pest-prone fruit that doesn't store .l‘h %
PTUdUC'“B e sriment by feeding one tree with a mule :
= f:ixp?le next to it with artificial fertiliser, for two
e, 5 g(mm the pests, the diseased Ieave‘s. t{le amt.)uln.l
0; lil:orzf zzzrl;:ge and note the quality of the fruit. 'Ihlt(;(;e:au ts
:re dramatic, but usually need to be :?tim m,:):;t]:t:riﬂams o
Try growing “living mulches: comfrey, dm.oq;,}:e thernan
can be slashed for mulch. Lucerne and ij;::i\r: ;L;pop ol
sl can'be g up(l}cc){ :1;25':]::::::::”” trees. t)nF' year i plfler;l:;i
iy ke trees. The bean/tree combination HB .
ok Y‘:jlf“l:‘. than either on its own, but I got bﬂ”li dt:au.l
m(z;ir::steirna?:efizniggﬁpace with less effort, and the worke
an < : i
beans were wondlerlul Iﬂ‘?\"fgzm up to the trunl_{: the war;?:h] ;nj
mowimmg DT1‘1:'t:::rl;;0 (.‘.(;“i-lf rot or other disease, althoug
Isture may € age

sistant.
ﬂ'lul(:hed tree is of course more resisia

Orchard carpets

i ont plants underneath
are established, consider per‘ma}nf.:n :‘;w ks B
= i ck sep out weeds and t'.|ll'l1|l'ld‘£‘ s
them. This will kt ;lt;wing down a central zu:.!ie ;l:\q e
. : ] ats, dry ¢ s
around the "_‘{'l‘ . can be forked around lhi?ae p a‘| 15, 4o compam
o [emthhlﬁ.rw::r them or placed outside the drig
can be sprinkled ¢ ;
: wth. e
tree to encourage root 8: are not just weed controllers. Many plﬂ:][:;
“orchard carpets” are | ers:Many plan
These (m.l_'l‘:.r([y';,rmw, nettles, parsley, and borage are rep
like chamomile,

> .
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to be “growth promoters”, Try thickly-planted buckwhe
reputed to make phosphorous more available
is also a wonderful predator attractor), or “natu
pumpkin, poppies, rve, and oats if you want to
lough weeds.

Nitrogen fixers will also improve plant grow
of the ground cover under the trees: clover, et
woad, lupins, beans, peas, or even a climbj ng
which will also attract predators,

Try vellow and orange-flowered nasturtiums unde
they repel pests like aphids and w
clues they use 1o find their food
aphids flying over the
repellents in the vege

Other usefy] | Carpets” inelyde lavenders, feverfey |
o, sy (2 O it pennyroyal,

: v a1y (bush ang Prostrate): a)| ,
will help repel pests. Beware of some
Mugwort: ﬂ!‘-‘ypmduce toxinsin
around them,

Shallows
A ma orsr:::ve:erﬁubairsb o tall and slengey under fryit trees
broken light ypcjey Y Pf?dol;c;:ve, ond Strawberries prefe, the
especially usefy] i atracting hipg o NS Naliv

al (this

o your Plants an
ral ht‘rlm'ul.-a i,,l,
control espe; 3l

th. They can be pay
es, lucerne, Peanys |
circle of sweey Peas I

I your n.-...__ }

hitefly by disrupting the visual |

Prostrate
€avily-scented they
: Slrongly-scenled pPlants |ike
theirleaves that Mmay supregg growth

3 € plan ]
g bird apg P pred;msls shoulc
Useful .
An abundany Variety
N Jose sca) 3Ppears 1o reduc
Caterpillars ;}n oy i 8phids, ang . bb ; ‘he_number %
a USSels sproys; d bean g mes “hite Buttertl,
gr;;:-el’:a’?e;g poe o Vineyards g {0 req .
wasps, Ppers by lﬂCl‘Easing a!lematjve ;;;sﬂle MUmber f
R0 for paragiiic
though iﬁ:ﬁ; P odice ethyle Your fr;
owers ma L
Earlier. This effect w]y n;: fast long*‘ﬂndffu?:s b M earljar
astill, warm : ted to pgy, 0 sl
are ajsg g o will be Bcted by Wy Your Ehtly
< .an:o %;a!:ll Mg up g :smeh:;-% ;?o,l]i
Dandejig, delion g, "edd
x re on R eEpd
50il conditig, "ePuted to ¢ co : 'deGOmp?:;S '
ang iMproy,
: e
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like dill is associated with greatly reduced
| 5 ass

. ellifera | o
Flowen” ![”:(zﬂi“ moth in apple orchards.

50 s 2
pumber ds control a range of nematodes,

& e sociatod hanteatant
msml’dwe ] from the air ( or their associated bmju r :r:i\:t:l
Neltles fix mlmg::j to attract earthworms and enhance the g

also repu
ey are

of plants around them.

tes minula)
g roef(Tage T small,
m;mgfepguivided jeaves dndh btﬂ;i)' the plant can be smelled
wit and on a ho o .ctive insecl
nt an . an effective in
leaves are Pu.“%:nce awav. Stinking roger _"" 1-“11(1(' repel certain
b e Cis Iso be used as a companion plant to
tcan a
rgpel!&l‘lt. I

root knot nematodes.

This is a tall weed, up to 2 metres
long, yellow flowers. The

ntrol et

O‘rchard e 40 per cent or more of d?}\rf]’::nl slug, aphids,
Biiiean clean up of pests like pear and ¢ . houediia
Gl svginable prfedalol’fh etc. include a range of W\;o]; Iaduli forms
(R diie e codin mg r;':set flies, and lar:msw:ngs-. la]’-fOUnd supply
R :ctar not insects, and a ye
of predat_ors [eefé Onng clovers may supply “;esmulpply for predators,
ot oiesing i e tive habitats and foo ts these will be the

i provide allemﬁemqelves harbour pi‘fs redators. Predators
R here they | t ‘regulamr}' range o ﬁ n the pests aren't
[y for a constan 'ppi\«‘ to feed them “‘d‘;r.- mite that move
need a year-round _foot,j s:en pests like “red spi ufficient alternative
g plants. Besldz::‘f not do so if there 15 S
from weeds to trees may

ground cover.

Berry beds

These are permane “a
establishing a perm e
berry bed should only

e
or twice a year and prun

o eded. ‘this can be
or other fertilising sh""'drg::; the bed like comfrey (this
r o L ior a
d barrie
Plant a wee

T ncrete
| ) or use Old SleepEI. stone, O1 CO
1),

on your Iree.

for many years. It is wonhyv]:llelz
0
' A well-desig
trol regime.
e tf: rrllan'ested and mu!tr:hed eec:jr:g:
ild t:)thinned if necessary. No w
0

t beds, fruiting

used as mulch as W€ ith a good mulch like compost,
ies a : th
o mulch around beme:’e\::eln old newspaper is better than
Always

| Ssibi :
l rne, or Conﬁfey ,I'! po e
uce '




or a low
of the many
compele with strawberri
when shaded by raspberries, Currants, efc.

nothing. This mulch will
Consider interplanting the berries with
won't compete, and may even help your berry cr.
-growing thyme (not th -
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€s, msterries elc

both feed the berrj(..‘.‘ ar

low

r pu

- Whi

Co e 3 Exra f
B P sl g,
g‘em'lfna?g will kil 3 . ; k -taﬁon
e%ul' » Wmmmmwhy still,
Comb;v:;mn the finep tilth nuﬂhins'
QRCQumge ‘:’“h CUIﬁya - b the m% ;
| weed oo 08 inage. cloge weeds il
Ontro| weed:mlrol Mus SR
weeds y,, . 1Y i fact maggrr. U Ong,
8 in e‘he IEIh

Ops; Jay
yme e bushy cylip
Ca!penng. thymes). White o

wd II-.'!-f-j b e

- Wr
_k,f[h\:“_‘_. plan:
dWn ch-

Ay thymea &

ple alys

Pasture
Most weeds
Uﬂfﬂﬂp::attnle o - nted by 800d pastyre
) in me."- this Isnt a[h’ays POSs:b!e t‘.(OU,;d IL I:l.i:‘:.:\', r
il skj:gquh;,:m Wi:'h stock taken gy, ;:_:J"_ Outhen
d“owma::"ﬁmnallhgend of the drough:_!d‘éﬁ?bl,tb" and prope |,
COmpetition ol for 3 long time, gen.nf:;fd SCT‘LI:\ f€Ma
brings them 0 e “fl.fains. or when ploygh; g only e,
conditions. Herentweeds o, . 8 OF distur;
ini : S€Minate yndey ;/
Minimum tijjage v for examp) . ot dilferen
tch thisyle e Ple, Proliferate
Pasture. Ty Teduceq
s ma;yhfck su % l:loz;al least five ¥ears of thicy, phalaris
Ploughing Eliminayeg wi;g! . that dislikep So0tol skeletor yee,
Tertility, an e 2K Stinkyy roots,
LR : be
St Oughj Suppressg
MOP“% ng kil cape tyip,
rom o1 2722€ heayi, before
Weeds thay
an't siop Starting % and Make gj)
€an be ¢q from Seeding . ced. Note 48€ or compost
If nlrolle;:]_ ng, me)‘w o hOW:el.r‘erl that if you
@ decade €It undg 'hate befoye they

the soi] for
€never spij|
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points for pasture weed control
weeds—how they spread, when they germinate—so you
Know yOUr how to control them. Ask your state Department of
til.'CidEm“r pamphlets on weeds in your area | |
Agriculture pare soil: don't overgraze, and check out fast-growing
o ' re instead of leaving soil fallow.
for your area. Green manu :

e nly for a few weeks. Watch where weeds spring up in
oren odo)::k say under trees, along road sides, near dams. This
B n'::gn these areas are getting overused

may

se from time to time. Certain cropping systems
Ch?ngiehﬁ:zrf:viur specific weeds. A change in growing methods
C|ramfm\.w ars may mean a marked decline in weeds.
im;;a :vcyr:)pS' thickly-planted crops can force out weeds, and the
chanr:e in CIOI;ping systemn may help your pas!uri Ia:f:'{.T i;T:En;Tba?;
rop must be thickly planted and the ground Tu: i
:arllrofv even for a few weeks. As a very rough guide annual -e_e_v.
can usually be controlled by thick spring sowing of weed-competitive
e i i I le, and
pa;?t;ugh: winter ploughing will g;l.l cape :U]lqu?; e]:a]inlg i’izler
spring ploughing will kill wild artichoke. Ploughing i

o = a.g |”
I u ]l [.g al roselte s e W
CF CaDEHEEd [10“1 re SeE‘de. p C g

control (though not eliminate) Parersof‘lf‘ :' Always either graze
vilnerable times for the weeds in your pa:.t?ﬂ-é‘s setting seed.
or mow heavily before you plolugh [to jr:*lcu;;\%f:res like lucerne and
competitive, long-'e " -infestation
Phgmsestﬁldas shc];n-term ones. Thes? will prev et:rl‘ ifki?fsncugh.
'JYcompZting for moisture and sunlight ‘f-‘ro,lfl 22‘1\; over. Ask your
X : ils another wi : . <
U es so if one fai 9 itive species suited
s;?ep[?:;;ﬁmrr:; of Agriculture for wee_d*-df::r'ier::::; lznd drought
: 3 mp]e_ 15 i
t Phalaris, for exa srother wesds:
TZS?;T:I:{a\:?:h good spring grOW[h that .helPasntdomis heavy grazing
It ithstand extremely heavy grazing; ularly without
f:]:mhallsolzm Sk out weeds. It can also be cut regularly
will help knoc /

thinning out. her excellent weed choker, also deep-roolled.
is €F EX- i can also
e one s dm;::;th annuals and perennials. Lucemfiml o
;gmpeuns w"hze 4 reguarly, and this too will help to con :
mown or gra ?
-sed areas: ; .
Reduce stressed drnd shelter belts so animals don’t congregate
* plant more trees @
; eas; : . .
in a few sﬂalloireledric fencing around dams, so that animals
e mc;:'a:g;?ng cormridors to get to the water, or pipe the water
have cha i
to movable troue
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* think about establishing other species on much used 4
if they aren't pasture species: a small area lost to g,
be worth it if it means losing a fesenvoir of weeds

Woody weeds

Em:m‘ng Many pasture “weeds" are simply wood re.
native s{rrubs. and the best control for these js burni;

with pasture. Small, localj

'

Ie a8, yp

f
.-_IJ/.H|L: May
dy

Srowth from
18. Unfopyyy,
sed bums —~in

autumn when grass

=
=1
=
=
oa
)
o

Goats wi)| eat |
ther lves o Woody shrubs, as Jon a

lu . hg as they haven't lived 3|
e edt:erne and stud miy, Small- i 0

: electri aro
:::stbecambinedwi G fgnces
P g

clion in grazing Pressure so the grass

scale 8razing presse

€Ver, orby 3 Subsequen
Seed Naturally,

v—f

an in Spring—. I

Weed Management 43

ilver grass, Wimmera, ryegrass, barley grass, brome
alike f rass, and crab grass are all annual grasses. Mosl
I summeer?OI SIIEed. Silver grass for example sets up to 80,000
i uare metre, (This corresponds with 15-25 grass plants
seedhngsasqetre) However, the seed rarely persists for more than
P s tl"le main control for these grasses is to stop them
gt 1 is ¢ done by heavy grazing, slashing,
tting seed. This can be done by : ashi
e ight time, If you can do this for two years,
owing at the right time. e for o Y58y
.0 b der control. But good timing is essential:
roblem should be un g s esseilig
o i i ass, for example, you only have
with grasses like s:lver’gr SS, e,
ten days between flowering and seed setting.

Renovating a weedy paddock . A 1
A weedy saddock may have a couple of "“”“(:]’_e"é i‘j[ﬁ’?ail ;?ie
seed per hectare. It will have to be “cleaned i ic e
than one season. Plough and sow the paddock ”:a?; a1
weeds go to seed. Sow a thick crop like tur‘ﬂlpiatspﬁ;al iy
The following autumn, sow a cereal Cfop hir:jation'), The second
heavily grazed (oats will also inhibit weed Sel"m R
spring sow pasture. Turnips, rape and mll;m It is the ploughing
3 autumn oats in smothering a weed pmblecr;rflllhe weed cleaning;
that is needed to grow them that does mos

the crops are simply sources Oivt":dc‘,a(s in autumn, graze heavily,
Altematively, sow a cereal li o, and sow pasture. Oalts, wnnlzr
Plough again the second autum 'heavy grazing, cold, and drought
wheat, and barley can all stand very wrnips can also be sown, bul
and can be sown early. Fiiape (\:ell as oats or wheat or I-llhf‘.' Ol:l;i
e " weeds as WET 9= - 1l, but they m
Ihey don't smothtt]?j; best smothering cmpbofmz time the weather
grains. Oats are 1o be well-established by th uickly in early
be sown early enouszee s area problemfgfo‘;'niq Barley starts
CO(:fls down. If early ats take off—try gmw,ng aIthg;‘ early weeds;
Sfowing earlier in SPriNE ' " | o in the season. e
Pulitisn't as effecive 2% U0 erops as thickly as i n.?: “your
Always sow weeqjg le. The more weed seed you b=
as heavily as pos.slore- weeds) the more pasFure see wylﬁ ka of
paddock (i.e. tht?r"; good competition. Even if you so Rode v
in order to estab :ectare. thistles and other weeds may
crop seed in per

sown 100 kg per hectare!

e —




sow pas'ure Only when [here is sll"h‘“"” I'HHI.\‘IIM it the 5
for the seed to germinate quickly: many wee seeds g !
less moisture than do pasture seeds,

i'l'r|J._|,_||I "
Always combine general weed copro With spe, ific
measures aimed at individual weeds.

Follow-up Remember. Rood pasture keeps oy weeds
there is no point in having bad pastur
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and, hegig
€. Pastyre reng n,..ri.-,;,"l.l_ll'
getrid of your weeds, but not al] of them, To mae Sure yo
ave a weed build-up a8ain when next Your pastyre i« Sirescad
for example by droughi, continue to be vigilant: ,
ean up the feMaining weeds with a hoe, or slash them refer |
10 the individyal weeds for the easiest removya| method
n't L any weeds build Up to become 3 problem
E3SIEr o attack (e

it's much §

M early than (o re-estab)
. W_alch YOUT pasture: if il starts 1o thin oyt
‘ Probably be dope al'leasl Every five Years anywa V. I
mk{hﬂwm& Stock 3y have favoyrite Spots in 4 |
c becamgove:g;azed. Try dividing the Paddocks it
p or electrie fencing 1o
ef!in:tenlly.

Manage Your pastyre more

ish pasture

oversow. This should

RSWIe 1S wel| fog,

Use groung rock phosphate
|

and trace Clements Where neede. Pasture |
Weedg,

|

Poisonous weed:‘q
i 1
Nitrate poisoning :
Plants causing delayed death

Oxalic poisoning T
(i oxz:ﬁpherbicides and their side effects
ommon her

Biological control
Nﬁ%!u;r@das
Herbicide mulches .
Natural herbicides to avoic
_!rﬁbi@;’_l_r_ees .
Home-made herbicides
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4 Organic Control of Common Weeds

This chapter is one of extremes: aggressive plang.

ane

peaple. The first part looks at poisonous weeds, (he. ‘l{""“\-,l,ﬂ isoning the animal breathes deeply, moves away
plants to watch out for, as they l"tll? be harmiul to Anime|s "I"\Il fighy i e twitches and is dead within a few hours, The mouth
The second part first takes a quick look ap the I Pegy others ad of pink. The following weeds are mostly

Sicle Cllees. {1

few common herbicides, used by so many
accommodate diversity, who have not learned

: ; 'Ibrowl‘l insie i :
US whe Ny ||M'§f':_a,|ew days after herbicide spraying:

o live with ank
Wog

It then suggests a few less harmiul alternatives o B, osts
' B::::;fg Ihiﬁﬂl' (_'{f'.{yfmm maricnum )
Pol.onou. weed. : :ﬁnl.\\!ecd (salvia reflexa)

Sor_nn plants—but not many—are toxic at
toxic at certain times or under certain cong
may be poisonous in large quantities,

all times Others it

s causing delayed death
litions. Some

p(ii.hillllllh Death or symploms can be

only 5 Plamk

times weqg, are less obviously

but there These . 1 oc fler the plant has
them to be harmfyl : 1Ere are tog fo,, . several days, or many only occur alter P
like Noogoora Whli‘c'hsl?me p]i'ams are POIsonous at a certain “Jh b deloyed bﬁ repeatedly. Sometimes no symptoms may occur at all
5 a high cyanide conten lage B ppenieale are usually a lack of appetite, or pain

at seed|ing 4 { poisoning
§ B Slage rst signs o pois g |
dic, for EXxam; | 'ml:l:nb'q tongue ( Chenopodium atriplicinum)—young
e " [ s 1 .
e S Cobal ici f e Weathey N Nﬁiive parsnip or carrot weed (Didiscus glaucifolius)
t deficien Red leafed cotton bush ( Asclepias crassavica)
. . : . |
« larkspurs and delphiniums ( Delphinium sp)

stage only

can also alier ¢ m ; o g 25 Jye i
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have only a moderate toxicity. As with all pey, ’
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ps to avoid
i bracken, Of paspalum under [ruit trees: they
wih, Even used as mulch they have an inhibitory
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Edible weeds

Bracken

Young shoots are edible, and good stir fried, especiqy, .
almonds and a-tauch of honey. Too many however ;... . >t
don't eat them more than once aweek Bracken thizomes ..

to be good baked. but those ['ve tried have be

=l lough ang ¢

Burdock

A cultivated, improved form of burdock is called gob,
rools can be eaten |ike young parsnips, by they '
about three months. I Is worthwhile
SOwing in spring.
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collecting birg, ek

Burdock root in cider
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el srh with
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unpleasant. Fat hen can-|dil::“—'"“ It is better .d.fj""‘ \Iu‘u!i‘i |‘[l.{al“!_la]\\l.r
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Mistletoes also stood for fertility. A traditiona) Austrian

is to hide mistletoes in the bedroom of honeymooners T Ustap,

A . ; - 12 Jap
Aino believed that eating mistletoe cured inferjle WOmer Pang

anclent Rome women camied mistletoe to help them con X
Another legend has it that Christ’s cross was made of ml”""t-n.,
and as a punishment mistletoe was forbidden 1o roo n the ',\ll"'”"
Mistletoe was once called Herbe de la Croix. 8
According to the great herbalist Nicholas Culpepper. (. o
“is good for the grief of the sinew, itch, sores, af tooth “-rr.
bighting of mad dogs and venomous beasts”. Modern, 1.
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Mistletoe fruit
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Bar ]
; gf cold \'l?a taste, Boil
OVer iceq

again till the liquid sets 1,
and use whep cold—e; ;
through whipped Cream

ellv-1;i . 'y
lhelrlyo?lkg ™ @ saucer

read, o ter, Bottle
¥ a i ttle,

M, or stirred

| In

eloe

e juice from the nettle
o ﬂlbs'o'me bracken st

L
lear yellow through pink to red. Every
ple;: some have been delicious; and
subtle enough o cause ( omment

L e from cle
B e'been edi

resting and .
i '-ﬁb;s;gser\fed with whipped cream
jelly i
il SP} i to have in the garden unless you
s 10 he UIE & £
i ) lp,asal‘ll "“"g e . inoing leaves If '.|]*.‘_'-'
[ Q‘e'unp i gh against their singing i \
w no one Wl“ brus g stem on the rash o relieve 1l

n 1o need a

em juice.) But if you happs pecig
at on hand), try bolling 2 handfu
a cup of water jor IWEl

* ok (without any me ;
el § .-_ul;e(gloves o pick them) in

Joiled nettles can be

"&“g:(The taste is similar to beel Bl E mouth. Use young

minul%“ 5 vegelab'*e'- they won't sting your il :I]-‘ ‘L‘W‘; -
asaB_feelhe older ones are sringy. Boiled nettie !

es for 115, leaves. Some people like them

jie boiled nettle

New Zealand spinach

This is & spinach substitute: 4
e e "9 *bd in packe
femperatures. You can buy see

neans, but
< delicate by any mmn:w.I =
S 1| tolerate very s

able that W : -
fble 1 ts or find it growing wild.
o U s

E._ eed (PORTULACA OLERACEA) - weeds: the one in your
3 T and immdm:t‘d pI&Y dll;'L‘(]. pigweed has

fiere are both nafiv L]\ 15 1!m[mhl_\' ntro . 1r.giﬂ“ and yellow

p sy, - d e ¥, S 2

garden, green and]_ “}"J\jm“micd with darker mars

Iiangular leaves, slght.

i bare. often hot Or &

s in bare. O o olad.

flowers. It gquew Iﬂgm.‘t_ti r-c: B Bt

’ g on;}?d pigweed 15 mml-t ::lde(l to stews of

or said he did. ¢ -hopped and aCCEE L cept gree
leaves can be finely L'<| ay don't add much € E

e

: i ) , noticeable. ottt
greens in omelettes re is mrnculd:rl-”_n delicious. The tiny seeds
the taste nor the

iy grmmd.
The cre
h the

ator enjoyed 1t—
stems and the
even 1o mixed
n bulk: neither

ed a

56 like poppy
. , are ripe. | use them
Sﬁpigweed e ot when S B er buttered pasta. The
e Shukl‘ll‘ ‘ s OF scattered 0\,; ke cakes They make
s b & e ca - ; ; y: % ‘
eds in pread ‘:”quil“i them ”“0, flour to
Ah By s sed 10 B : _ ki
01'1'8"'-};&: ::':ml. very high in pre
a rich, o1ty

.

4
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] o true saffron, but is often used as a

and colouring. It is a thistle, closely related
d the stigma of these, picked jus! at the stan

g be used as a salffron substitute
alsu

& Organic Control of Common Weeds

The fruit is good, red, and sweet: so are the Young s
once the skin and prickles are removed. They can pe J'“ :'f]' 10ingg
even better—crystallised. and used instead of angelic, f,,, ”.J.'_"‘! Or<,
ete. Try pickling prickly pear stems (peeled) in vinegar I"-I'*- Cakpg
and ginger. Simply bring the stems and vinegar 10 the boil " hongy
for three minutes, then battle and seal and leave i, the rr \Jm””"'

Fldge foe

three weeks.

: sheep sorrel is smaller and stronger };'.1!.]1'.5! as edible
1 sorrel. Sorrel is a perennial, preferring alr:-uli soil
but make a lovely sauce, especially with fish, ar-.r?
Rose]ﬁps agr‘e good in salads. Add it to a white sauce or 10
Wa‘h_ T : few leaves can be added to salads for piquancy,
* o0 bnars are a common roadside and paddock weed
single flowers in spring. Make sure they haven't b, .l.”' With pink
with herbicide, or lead accumulated by the S of hu:-:.-r;; J:_n ;mm.-d
= clls

Rose honey
Take 100 g rose hips, “tail" i
Ps, "@il” them, boil in a ;
steel sa A PRI A cup of water in a gigip).
ogPan for 20 minutes. Strain the pylp mmugp: s
d SIE_“_'(J

’o:onel leaves in a clear chicken or onion stock; puree, and
Er:;rash of cream and black pepper-

re is a nalive as well

Warm 500 g of hon
. Y, 8dd 10 the rose hine b-:
five minutes, place in clean jars, and ss: {195, bring (o the o for thistle
it htp;am —sqw;f_”_;le argument as 1o whether the which
ail” the rose hips, and boil wi There is- 50 f sow thistle. It has yellow Howe
tender. Push the py ! With an equal vojyme of w : 15 an introduced form of SOW ilky latex, and hollow stems.
for every cup of plu P through 3 sieve, add half water until open only once in the morning—MHIA t Th.e'dandelion has only
of misture, Bojp g . 1€ ice of a lemg, f St Of sugar S Cometimes misnamed dandelion e veral
£ iLtill it serg like fam ; —HO0IOr every two (|, S 15.50. ile the sOW thistle has S€ : P
e 03 little cold water. e, ,; f deflowerper head while delicious to anyone who I
e - Seal and The leaves of sow thistles are in the same way. | prefer
Li el endive, and can be cooked or €aten r;i“ buds can also be dipped
hipe._. LS dish with shortepyey liem eooked like silverbeet. The YOURR T b as soon as the
orp:r;;?f 952 hips are excellen 31% . and bake ping Take bi iibalter and deep-fried. They get 10 g
T ones jf T k2 g g : ar.
open them ang clle:: U don't ming fiddlingan'¥ large hip wij do— flower colour starts to apP€
With a toych ot Suga?u:‘;: s, Stew th, oﬁland il the hips,
Ve with cream b SO, place AVery little water SN i
or ginger, Oryoghun, with an ﬂpliong]m; xure in ghe l'i:t Wandenng jew 4 and eaten; they are bland bu_t quite
Ankl. , art. = iled a e juice.
BARKIE Of cinnamo Young shoots cat;l bf vi’;‘;im sauce or garlic and lemon
I Stir-fry ther ¥
$6fﬁ_'on ﬂ'lfsﬂe pleasant. Stir-Iry
True Saffron co; '
Ton comes fy, .
bulb Crocye wnye . TOM the drigq W, acinth : d eaten; however,
s sativus, The falke' 5 S;/i’grqas of fhe i __gt_gr_hy ~ anibe boiled or deep-!ni?| an
eXican gape CF"S of the Very young 'ea"”f;i"gv and don't taste of much.
arthamys they tend to be S
! .
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'?W 0 Jd' m (ONALIS CORNICIILATA
TR e sallets in threes, slight o

heartshaped lea : Bhtly ¢lgy,
& Mo SRR fre petale. . SOl [ 1
The ?(J‘r"edd e inlérésliﬂﬂ tang to salads. | have used jp ;. e
S?L:re::lchﬂsunel for sorrel sauce with fish ang ire| ¢
8 X

stock—fish or ‘-"Ht'kl-
" sorrel to a good stock—fis B
E;?;;ﬁgﬁgﬁ? Blend if a smooth, pale-green soy P is wanteq

Drinks

Coffee and tea

Dandelion coffee is made from ground dandelion root
scrubbed, dried, chopped, then slow-roasted til| it js brittle, it .
a thick, dark flavourful drink, rather like Turkish coffee Always
use the freshly-roasted rool, if possible, for the best flavoy,
Dandelion coffee is made in the same way as ordinary coffee
Dandelions 8row almost anywhere. They are Perennial, wit ,
long tap rool and yellow flowers in spring and summer. The
are also edible, byt dandelion should be 8IOWn as an annya| with
the seed sown in spring, if it is 1o be eaten fresh, otherwise the
leaves are bitter. Older plants give fleshier roots, Allemaijw-l_\-', the
leaves can pe blancheq by coverin
box for al?out 3 week before picking,
Dandelioncoffee Is reputed 1 stimulate the appetite, be 3

r(;!f::‘m:e and anti-theymatic, gn excellent tonjc, ang very mild
dlive, \

dug,
1kes

leaves

'E;Mm’y ale cither added tq colfee or drynk o, its own, Chicory

zo;fepelftsq IU heha i iy l‘ax alive ang diuretic. Tq make chicory

s .I ig t;p_t € 1ot at any time of fhe «though iy is Sweetest

o ol LAl 9 v
; " n 3

pestle, or gring it 0itha blender, Pulverise jy With a mortar and

Rose hip teq

is high in yita; .
the h|p‘l_' from min ¢

ild bri and s napyry, Sather
wild briays, though oy i ds’ Swec;t. (.Jam(. ;
90 much Jead. Pick them wh + 45 there (hey

swollen, €Y are red and

Nettle toq

lastes rather like b,
winter. Pjc ol b

your netles using gloves, E,m;:mrhol drink for
n

EW leaves,

g with mulch or an old fmu_

Using Weeds 63

3 y Nty
i 'm0 the boil. Simmer twenty
bring them bt
gRaer il!'l_(:1 Reheat and drink warm. A little garlic
raimn.
and st

s nettle tea.

. 2 litres of dandelion flowers
i one hour: 2 i

e Bm‘hlct’lrae rinds of two oranges and two lu.muu!;

e o | till tepid, add the juice of the uw.ugn.xu ::11:;‘

i 'C‘m; and two tablespoons ol fresh yeast or

g of raisin

o5 50 for 24 hours, strain and bottle; u.‘-,pl“- .1,.,\..:;:
Hmnp;‘ oalant, Lﬁave (8] : s finished—this mav be a mon
fied €1 " hen fermentation has finis

' L=
opsonly W
(e 10PS
of mores Y
ind beer <

ha"?waler with 500 g of tr s .

fires © it is blood heat. C | an s
e st when it les every day to release ex
de“ed yea L ays if the weather is warm,

- ol ink after three days | e
b | Ly e the beer in the fridge I pos
gBS.-OTl:dﬁﬁk’a week if it's cool. I(u_|_3 S
aﬂsl': n't keep it for more than two wee
and do

'- leaves in

i -up of chopped horehound lea i
L sacle, Strain, cool, add a teaspoc

Rt O a clean tea-towel.

a Use. The
'edlCinal weeds angerous for home home
- js are too dange imented with at
& pedds o : -

Manyy jicdjcinal weubiv safe to be exper

: asonably $

wing are re =
{zll?ninogr ailments and tonic

/A .-l.-\'.\‘Ei\‘.’.-\'H'UU“H b
f or produces pair
o to bruises and

i i ACAEN

Bidgee widgee (/ )

= 1 v und
dentification This wiry 80

g l\"

t s and apph
ves for five [‘Illl}lﬂt:‘ﬂy) tonic.

Use Boil the :{“ﬁ o general (anc

ink as a }

wounds or drir

ICOSUS)
{CTice ol
a restorative, a "
2 ,r‘or urinary tract m!el(‘.eﬁ o
N and mouth ulcers a
ts a St bagk a8

: the
S FR sspecially for
SLIBLS FR esy oRE N
B___la(ikben')' ¢ held 1o Irl.;I
Y v 1S g . oe
.Use Blﬂ(‘khl’ ”_-‘1 L-Ilrl“"‘-' dl‘"‘:(\rf‘ throa s
digestive lmrl ¢ a gargle for s Either the leaves 0
can be usec

as a b - thrush.
1 douc
a5 a warmn

he fo
: 4

bk
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GIDENS PILOSA)
s are the narrow-spined fruit that stick to
past his tall, annual weed. '

Make sure that any blackb
sorayed with herbicide. ¥l (eaue

S You us
15€¢ ave -
0 r}
o
o

of the flowerheads can be used for diarrhoea
- flowers can be chewed against toothache .

Burdock (Arcrium .4ppa)
Burdock root eintment or leaf poultices can be

applied o

pimples, inflammation
A of 0 :
the hair and scalp. It can belzi:; ikm‘ problems, or 4 . Ulcers
to infection. RKas a tea to incre }\.\ < lonje rul
ASE resist.
N '"Ir_‘p

Thisisa climbing parasite with twining yellow stems
|t draws nourishment from its host plant,

of common dodder has been used for liver and

Castor oil plant ricwes communis)
4 decoction

Identification A
large shrub wi
b with lobed leaves, sorme tae
m},édﬂiplai“ts and as a laxative.

Use The seed
s are poi
castor oil. paONaus,

times reddish

b [u]e Exl]a‘ [ed (]” IS l | Xat e
[} the dXaljy

Couch grass (CYNODON DACTYLON)

This is a common lawn grass with underground

9“1——-*____‘__* weed (STELLARU WEpL)
[dentification

Identificati
o Soft
smal . prostrate weed wi | e
Il white stary flowers, with downy opposite |e [UANErS.
aves
= Je A decoction of couch grass root has been used for urinary
ut. It must be boiled

d kidney stones, and go

nd has been associated with cyanic

problems like cystitis an
hefore use or it is poisonous 2

acid poisoning.

Dandelion (TaRAxACUM OFFICINAEES

Cleavers
—OVELS (GALIUM
——APRAINE) B - s of th
ther the dried root or the |eaves :
is reputed to improv

e dandelion aré used as
e digestion and

ThE_SQ
€ are traditio,
na T ]
boiling water oye, lly used as gy _ a diuretic and liver tonic It
Itis also r the flowering <. roiC and mj -
reputed to gij ng plant arg 9 Mild laxati appetite.
10 lightly fouer .21 INfuse tll pale.copo
Coast I 15 and blog ppa!e‘cc"OUred_
=2 Morning g} i Dill ¢ LENS)
——2"1118 glory Dill cANETHUM GRAVEOLEN: .
/i Fial I SNY (IFOMoE, Sl
S‘:f:gi:fcanon This m;!;lbe ' ' ldentification This tall feathery. dark-green plant smells of anise.
€nt, prostra ¢ of T B O babies for colic; feed
shaped flowers, '€ coastal plang :II;x:mmlnﬂ 8l Use Drink dill e i q|g8:r":§{n%;‘i’i:2 in?:rfl,-ise milk yield.
tUse The ”“Mmﬁ family is o lactating mothers—human ¢
Iple trumpet-

for skin luice can pe

I imritations Jike bolgls:dbasl.a laxative 4o
 Uruises, ang haandthﬁ heated Dock (RUMEX CRISPLS

g ; leaves = - oce are mOSHY found in damp areas; green leaves,

Emem‘u 4 '
: Identification " form a basal rosette.

A growing up 10 60 ¢!
1 S
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rool is reputed to stimulate digestio, anc 5 GLAUCESCENS )

[t is also high in iron. A tea made
. used s a gargle for sore throats. Apply a poultice ("
fo stop bleeding or to areas infected with skj;, of thy Al
ringworm. The stewed leaves can be used as 4 | Parasitag I“’
complaints. SESNIe or [, Jlke
Iy

‘weak anaesthetic: apply it 1o your skin against
es, pluebottle stings, grazes, or sunburn

NTAGO MAJOR or LANCEOLA )

. Rosette of stalked leaves to 30 cm, with spikes of
ars on long stems.

are antibacterial and promote blood clotting: rub
gs, add powdered leaves 10 ointments
promole

Horehound (sarruaium vuLGARE )
:dengﬁmﬁo{: !lounded grey furry soft leaves,
bushy perennial, up to one metre in height.

Use i

‘water m@lsgﬁugoz;?}d £ 3.c0ugh remedy. Poy
ter on th Syrup; candy the si.

'm“esol'ddd ﬂ'IEhOI'EhDund tea to [ogee_ nd} the stems for :_Tllugh

with a white ]
1€ ”"W(‘r- o leaves _

attle or insect stin
e and iritations, and on healing wounds 10

e. Plantain tea can also be taken for diamrhoea

r h:rl]jng

Mullein
Muleh corson s pickly pear (OPUNTIA)
Identification The first year' == 3 o ' her by itself
all stem with yellow ﬂgmwe,; fOS€lte of leaves later deye The thick juice can be used as a cough mixture, either by i15€
: Which grows up to two metum ¢ orwith additions.
_ I€s in i
the leaves in po,
. il
mullein oil for has siuus,"e‘fc"’ﬁslzf;nd inhale the steam fo Rose hips
the leavec 1. 1Or haemorrhoids, a gargle for laryngitys . itamins, iron and
0 the o Place them i a jay Nappy rash, and bryij S These are high in vitamin C as well as some B vitamins, °
il the a jar and : ruises: chop e bleeding gums. fluid retention, and
a for E ild laxative (use

copper. Drink rosehip t€

The leaves can be used as @ mi

sun and ol '
shake every day or wl:éekr: with olive oil; leave

as a kidney tonic kin irritations.

Nettles (uemouss et i te2) or a5 poultces on' ¢
ldentificario
n Tall
them, ; ’gmel'landhm
i 1. they stin ! y \ BURSA PASTORIS)
At 0 { 1 se ((,‘.PSEU/ g ‘
:a:e Patients wit, ey 8Y0u when you brush M? _purl — member of the mustard fai“!'lll}' has
or '"ES- ke eaiean i Iraditi !dena'ﬁcan‘on lpd C(’m":r toolhEd leaves and small white four-
255 of appetite; the dm“k‘“sﬂ-ta' “Honally floggeq i a basal rosette of coarsely-
o sprains, N . (1€ bofled feageq Aic* ESPECialy for anomin petalled flowers |
nk net) lh?memes Ioseﬂ‘ai.;caq_ used J;sor anaer!ﬂ;, : e made into a tea 10 hel? Cg(t]llTOL
beeding; Sweeten “‘: reduce nose blwﬁw,3'wh9ﬂ bﬁileda poultice Use Shephcr‘d'S pl{r::i\;illl{- Simmer 20 g of !resh.\eaves in Sb\. ?;‘e
Or use as a hair rinseuz, honey 10 fesgan oo XCessive internal b\eedlﬂ_ﬂ‘j"; v one-third: Strain and drink w;{medih E
= s u ol fonic. Ny, a“rl"':'“’ﬂ'ls BB el of water \ill mdml(hu{lrs until excessive rnem_’-tn.lal . e gse
€ the pain Of'néltle'wﬁ;u.'“- from ?]: i cupful every M1 1 oaked in this (€3 then dipped in the nose,
ragh, 2SN e stem ) reduced. Cotton WO 5

Stops nose bleed™

! A
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Sa_ 'El_(r\’!._élﬁ_ll_'m:mlg_,
Mdentification Lo,
- ng amow. A
tasting. 8 ow-shaped leaves pale gree,
Y Ve

Lise g
eal th Apply plﬂpt‘d h-ﬂ\u'l;'s o skin Con
€ leaves for fevers. plaings

drink
e

W
00d sorrel (oxus copmicy, TA)

Rub the stems
: on warts and coms
for skin rashes ang prickly heat i

move them; yse ]
5, 2] |“|-('f'

u: that l(::ur:ct flecessarily a bad thin
in ; » o €I natura| pest comroﬂer?;
fed Upply Of food. This may not
IVersity of weeds may éean
thus more natur}ul pest

s

_especia!ly whep winter—:lamd e il
; lld-up of pegts like thrips,

into Your spri
: pri flow, 5 g o
BrS like fry: die ¢ d
li fruit thsso *off an the lhrips move

15 not g ?
ﬂ(lwerjn 8¢t rid of the m
8 groun, and roses, The answer

d W
weeds die Coverg_ = {{ ma

. Off, Som Weedy or othe, .sure You have more
: 'ia:l 5 trap, cr:p:hfn the annual
eeds can son €995 on the altump as Or pests: our
example, fange oo USBuise yo, ' Dssicag " Cabbage.white

if the plany js » “:;1 a plant, ..m;;ffdp;. The éab
Plants wijy confuse jy ~elying Pnnlyt::lmu": !5 fe

. Cabhag

bage roo

=Eroot fly, for

rows but ' '

VS MUSt be ghe, they must g abuy, ﬂfe'hsce "
e Rg

Mmoves on
Companion

50% recp 20 € size, and
. : , anc
ction j, d;?:Ce I8 given to a

A e this rate

,I
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depending on the proportion of companion plants
: act as companion plants, increasing |

mr them Nettles, for example, “fix’ ',’,l_r,',gt.sl (or
bacteria do). Their leaves break down quickly and
1o the soil; they are reputed to encourage earthworms

e

ﬂw'\:o msmil some as yet unspecified "tonic properties

pi‘I’l,wl'ﬂ‘ih seem 10 work: plants grown with netiles really do
y ess ne 1o pests and disease and o grow better
nee is another nitrogen fixer, as is bracken. Don't forget either,
I n where seeds don't “fix" nitrogen, they will lock up any
inuﬁlus pitrogen in the soil that might otherwise be washed away
4 cop of thistles may be a nuisance, but they will rot down and
elease their stored fertility. | )
DGEP'I'ONEd weeds like chicory and (‘jarld{'ilf}f'i.‘s. will benefit
smllowmmd plants: the deep roots will forage nutrients leached
deep down, and as the leaves of the deep rooters decompose, the
qutrients will be made available to the shallow-rooted plants.

Broom (CYTISUS SCOPARIS)

llse  Crush the twigs and heat in.r)il
and use against lice or other parasites.

till near boiling point; cool,

el insects that sense their
e been marketed

repellent

Castor oil plant
i Il rep

is plant wi ]
The scented leaves of this P oil leaves hav

. dered castor :
JEEE by smell. Pow mosquito and general insect

in'the USA as an organic MO _ = G
The seeds can be pressed 07 2% iime of the year, dry them

; : aves . - '
~ Pick the castor oil plant le and crumble to 2 powder. They
in the sun or ina ¢ s they are fragrant

ool as long @ £
%an be used for at leas | insect repellent, sod
If you want to use the le

persona ; ;
: y spol, shaking
the fresh leaves in Ol for three

ayves as a ;
2 ks in @ sunn

wee

the inside of your wrist first to make
| on ;

Every day Test the oi tive 10 it
Sure that you mrg'-n'l sensill

; JARE)
Horehound (" " it as a hedge around the garden
ey .| insec i i
Horehound will n‘l);[| :;Im“’”";' or with tomato bushes', : will also
or plant it under @ s long 8 {here aren’t too many of them.

; yers, &

repel grasshoPt

RRUBIAN ML JLC
5; use
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Lantana

Lantana s, :
ra i .
Rtk o?wgléfieﬁedwe against aphids. Roj| =
PR B S inutes. S > 5ol 500 g
tana is a well-kn 5. Strain and s B of
plant something f"faphi?gw"' troublesome we¢ -"‘llr.l\.
but if you control, use someth; 2
you already have lantana o .lm thing |j
Y as well ma

Eave

If you jng

ke w B
Vi

W Mwyg 0

NE![!B.Rpm

b o }l can bf uged

th : o co

rips, aphids and other soft. ":E; lq;_)l(;wdw}.
d Sd ) Stl(”k('r,'

Stinging nettle spray s

g It 3 I | I
CQUEI ni "les Wi || waler 'ea\fe f[" [IH(’(“. W(‘('k\ ) unti I
~ I ll] ht" | Ui
| id

Is pale bl‘O‘M]
o
and ' 10 green. This c. .
an Excs;? against aphids. It js :T be diluted with tw
enttonic for 15 dIS0 a valuable foliz O parts wate
your plants: use it free e foliar fertiliser ld'r
ely. Ser an

Nutgrass
— (CYPERUS
e S ROTUNDIS)
I'fl't‘.'aﬂon ccmmo —
n

Use Nu 8rass weed wi
18755 ol is ap ¢ With underground nus

faetin
eclive insecy repellent

hung in ¢
the drieq ¥s to !
can alsg b:‘a tore lbeélifs and may e:l' Traditionally it was
nematode ed as a ¢q 85 and oy S€S were stuffed wi :
Mpanion B s o ed with
plant 1 repel cs' Stinking roger
Tea‘_ ke ertain root knot
The scent of [;:; —Y UM)
ree leaye

of other

plants, s .
and other ingerc? e ol fan mask the
used

it El)’ eifec i
tive
o . Bray
repel cockroache: A

nts
i 1es, :
B e U0,
en't f :
allyd L3 GITTY ound
Elers € are
a hup, eputed
gry one

Dest-al_tracling sce

e8]
=
i mustard

: t geeretion
pcuding the worst

S0

! Iy

ke lise gf it i~

mildew or 1 cont
ru]
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cs are pest repellent, but they are probably too much
mél'ﬂsel"es 1o be deliberately grown in the necessary

5 of mustard will inhibit harmful nematodes,

Australian pest species.

fertiliser

nace the weeds in
wd place the lid on to kee
darts 1o turn pale-brown, use
your plants (it is especially go

a lidded barrel or buckel; cover with water,
p out mosquitoes, When the liquid

it as liquid fertiliser; watered into
d for pot-plants that are hard to

nulch) or sprayed as a foliage spray onto rees or larger plants.
Keep topping up the bucket with water. The decomposing muck
in the bottom of the bucket can also be used as mulch: by this
ime there will be no chance of it re-growing.

perennials that

Mulch

As long as the weeds arc
giow from bulblets of rool

ground, you can simply use as mulrh v
up. If you fear they may \ake root again: k "th :
inder them, This will 500" Jreak down. PY

will no longer be viable.

n't setting seed, or are nial
divisions that might set again in the
any weeds you slash or pull
a sheet of newspaper

by then the weeds

minerals from deep in
h. These minerals are

ecompose the minerals
used by other
g your weeds

ps keep them

Slashed weeds - chietd

De s bring up Jeache!
ep-rooted weeds MC oot can't reac

the soil where sle\!lﬂl“;t.rwm and as they d
. L weel eavi-h

Iransferred to t_ht [_“: of the soil where they can be

tetum to the SUT2°" | orate this process by slashin

plants. You eding and hel

ill

an at 3 30

regularly. It will als@ stop them bonae
ularly. :

in check.
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Compost
Weeds make excellent compost: to be

air, nitrogen, and moisture. An easy
- . - = “‘I
shredding all ingredients finely with the

successfuyl e TLTe
fast Compost |

et . man urine at a p;
P { You aren't prepared to put in the efl’?:”mh
¥s rot eventually; and when it does, th ot
-, e

But well-made com e c
. post has n sithe T
keeping your plants healthy an;pii??:é{f”hﬂ Sal

d wWéed
1 pile

‘erliser o

mower, adding e

e r e e o o s s
Alternatively, just i!e‘m day; it should be ready i, thes, . "
a-hall metres high—p edup- . T-Cds—00. more ”wh
o mam_:: water-in some liguid ma_m.,l.”!'“"J"'"I'
. even hy T O high

~ Fennel

“Five-spined saltbush
Goosefoot

::;oo ~_ Flat weed
burr Great mullein
fidgee widgee ~ Hedge mustard
Hndil eyes Horehou nd
Sndweed Ink weed
Biou bush —  Kikuyu grass
Hackberry e l:‘:\mb'gu tail
Bracken
Bnar rose =
Surdock X
Cape broom
&Ww —— I .s.‘;t__ 1) I
Soereed Scotch thistle

Casioroil plant
Gafsear

g_

Crabgrass
Creeping buttercup
Crofton weed
E&lion

Bock _

Dodder

English couch

Fat hen

Slender thistle %
Soldier thistle i
Sowthistle
Spear thistle

“Starthistle

il

sthiste
Variegated thistle
Treeofheaven
Veich = —
“Wanderingjew
~Water hyacinth
Waxtree
Wildcammot
~ Wildwmip
—— Wood somel
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AARON'S ROD, see GREAT MULLEIN

AFRICAN BOXTHORN (| Lycium férbi‘fsshnunU

Identification  Perennial. tall, ragged shrub wWith rounde
leaves and red, oval berries with yellow patches and white
purple flowers hanging from thin stems, Native |
mostly a pest in high rainfall areas.

d, Oval
10 pale.
0 South Africa

Control  African boxthorn can be winched out with
tractor or four-wheel drive vehicle: circle jt with a rope and py|
Alternatively, cut it back with a brushhook and chainsaw, then chop
atthe roots, | have found that while roots do re-grow, if yoy conlinye
to whippersnip the re-growth regularly the plant will eventyally die:
but you must be rigorous with the re-growth and attack j b_w--n»

i after the initia)
you. Try burning
diesel for a ho
n as the ground
1ol is long term: tall, wide umbrel|a-
ture, woody weeds)

o Taw o NN

Algae-infested Water can poison the
make it offensive to them, Algae are
108 of bluestone to 8000 litres of
stop it from Spreading, Calculate the
and spray a slightly stronger solutio

a4 rope and

stoek that drink it, or at Jeast
Very sensitiye to copper, and
water will kij the algae and
amount gf water in your dam

1 Over the gy, Ly
C€. This small
COpper This sm:

algae. Only yse Copper when absolute] nPDisoning but will kil
it can build up i

N0t as a regular Preventative, as Sary however, and

il the soj),
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ials man food (for example,

food, butiding [T«:?f:e;:‘:clisl.ﬁ:::lIIJ‘:n coffee ). Some hambqnﬁ

ahoots,barm o B s-:lckering, by cultings, or by spreading

Jiend ooty o p, is the most common ormamental

';Bambusfl U'Uf!fﬂ-"itve&‘ the most trouble, as o.rnamemal

in Aus'[m::t]:i‘erat[;l(&.il\gintel‘nded. It originated in Asia and can
o o fu

' -onditions. It is most
oL igh, depending on con ‘
Mptgom B e :qglo spread down gullies and waterways.

it begi
e e wheﬂ i ! Y -
L ust be thoroughly cut out—this t5|uﬁ§“ybe
frol faiiboo mnd re-growth must be (j"'mlm'”Edl'lll' Hi:e”e
job for @ m:jl'“o(':kglg ?n a deep bamboo “fence”, aboul hall a
jwhile diggin
thwhl

deep, lo StOP it from spreading.

T .
— ST RURR (Xanthium spinosum)
URR (Xan
BATHURST B

ded leaves, while undemeath,

oz ith shiny, divi . The hairy,
iefntion Anpfil:::ls“:l the base of each leaf stalk
and with three s

: ica, Bathurst burr
i South Africa, : o
i ines. Native to S0F e burr is carri
e haz ;:ig;;iides or near sheep yards. Th
is often foun

in wool.
1 0
Control Bathurst burr is 2 Pr

wi
good grass cover to comgeclea[so :
il back before seed sets. (5€€

i il and needs
{ disturbed sol
btltfnill UDig it out by hand or chop

hapter 2, Pasture)

inifolia)

anseri
g ct flowering stems,
head burrs stick to

B 00
BIDGEE WIDGEE (

ia] toot
Identification Pertf::::;z':i flow
le ro
green to purp
clothes. (ore seed sets.

Control Dig out b

hed leaves, €r€
ers. The flower

y hand be
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BINDII EYES (Solvia spp.)

Identification  You wi o
spring, when its s#l:rglsfgsbmd“ eye barbs in late v
bindii eye palches among a(rje produced. Look for "Illw, carly
the leaves look a bit like lo;:our arker green lawn ip ¢ '8N greey
-growing carrot tops "”"“nq”,rti]} Winter
-0 I gragg

Control Po
ur on sul o
water in the area :hfhnag,oé ammonia in the early mo;n:
with kerosene. ay), chop them out o : ning (ang
+ OF paint they,

]

.
BINDWEED ( Convolvulus arvensis ) g

Hanimor s
identification Perennial herb with trum

bindweed wj

with small

suchas er flowers. Th rative
trong grower, and is rarely aerxess‘[ems don't twine, it s :::atr

animals searchi nse grazing wi
ing for f : 8 with gpa

810und cover is planted op g, cleciive, s long o ) oo
i a dense

€pending on th
2 € soil; thic
ck stems; Jeayes va,y&::r ;]ne"es high,
v With b Shape;
ard bfaep fruit, yﬁg:::;

Control :
=t Removing the surface rogt

bitoy by
. < h. USQ 'u“ s
-stre| 't System
See also chapter 2: Pas ngth old yripe o IS enough 1o i
ture, woody w I;O on il kill the
B bushes.
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lion Blackberries are a problem in a temperate climate,
' areas they are dormant for a large part of the year, and
pus e rampant. (They can also be burnt when the foliage dies
o) ﬁlmkbﬁfﬁes don't thrive in hot areas sither. Round here

' NSW) they grow unchecked for nine months of the year,
wite dying off in winter; there is no time you can get a

i -
i ood bumn going to get rid of them.
Asia. and North Africa. They

glackberries are native to Europe,
can ramble almost flat over the ground or, more often, form great
' res high. The stems and leaves are prickly. They

then fruit that turns from green
nd has bright red juice. They spread from seed (usually
or from rooting branches that seem 10 leap up
d burrow down before

of blackberry aren't a P
you spray-

clumps up to 3 met
produce white flowers in spring,
o purple, @
camied by birds)
out of the bush an
Small amounts
the local weeds inspector insists

you've realised it.
roblem. (Except where
) Blackberries can form

ey
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a stock-proof hedge, and the berries are a lovely fryi with .
on your part. But once they get away they cap cover man,
kilametres of grazing land, cover creek banks ang gullies, 4y,
houses even. Itis a myth that blackberrivs llnh invade
disturbed by people: a flood down a creek, a falling tree
rainforest, and blackberries can invade quickly,
Control  Choking them out can be done
reduces the light and moisture availab
deliberately, with chokos, pumpkins, hops
Blackberries often grow on disturbed |

10 Work

Ve
-L!”'lfhrj

in ”h-

naturally, 44 tree coye
le to blackbe '
»and other fierce Browers
and that likes the Stabiljpy,
and in particular Around
W on the old (lhilllljlu:r"]

and disturbed with
and has hl’l'n Over
" or erode after he

; ad of the bare ground
| : S It peering out of the
here mostly pittosporum undu i

Mes or

Jt\}

ackberry
it reaches the top of the
ranches out ing the blackberry
» Starved for light ang

choking out black-
: : hibit the growth of
€ same i attles
ee““twas'ﬂotas.tomp]eta appen with black wattles,
v IMitated by SIOWing banana passionfruit

eethlumps: the blackberries
—rtheweight anqg their growth
50 | was ab| es, bup!umpkl:lwnes' Years ago. The vines
) Able to throy i Squash the |ar. clumps
them and plan, rhubarblmck Wads g E

' On top msle;;‘BWSDapEr Over them, mulch
Chopping
The fastest

Iaekberry mnual =
with fro, 15 done g
into 2 h'éifa'"ir'.?ﬁi" e blackbenie w;n? e ldozer or tractor
immediately 5oy rans o> 1 Quick ang P UProoteq, oo

; Or anothep thicl . Ellective as lop
Patches, The blackberries ick groy, 8 as you
they are OPPortunists, jke algl Weel:;: e in the firet or IN the bare

. ! place |
colonlslng. the dislufb:: as:;sif

I secretions that in
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i gel a grass cover there soon you will have only
R __-.--ﬂo_nl sd for another weed invasion,
pie i hop out blackberries by hand, staslh them down
. Qnuchooset:::i:t: Izuuk ora wlli|1p(fr3|'1ipger, hauling dlowgl:he
nmﬁ-‘ﬂe oA This method is easiest with two people. ‘Op
anes with alrake. roois or stock the area intensively with gtc:d\s,
out the remalniﬂg‘ mo‘i.l animals will eat small, new blackberry
e : o .Ihe ground. Blackberries usually shoot Irm_n
i ClOSt.I- round. The root must be cut below IZ:;.
b:lm:u:ewyogu follow each cane in case it has rooted,
e

g]‘lO&‘s [‘hal

a swelllng

swelling: ma ill re-grow. . t

because !’he :0(:5«;\;?:1 sogme re-growth, Whl(_'h. can bebch;il:‘:dev‘;;
dan wlllv; wgr);-zed or whipper-snipped. This mi:ls‘;t

agai‘f:.ol':.fi?le foots will just get bigger and more pe :

wee

< . i hot
Burning itself, but only if the fire was

' ing to work by itsell, is may mean
B8 Bnown 3:;?oygmost of the blackbery bush. T e
eanngh o uns or a spray of diesel if the ¢ umsl:'lhle blackberries
e “amT gk\::f.'rries often are. Again, as bogn iuauy follow-up is
place, as blac cover must be planted, and u e shinofs thal
are burnt som;: the season, digging up new blac ting animals like
e thfﬁug ots or stocking with biSCKDESTY %

rise from the ro

goats.

(Grazing

most of their
i n be magic. Friends have cleared
Animal grazing ca

lashing

: ving them every fgwdays,s g

creekflats with u?mered %t?:r:f‘ F;oreagh. then sownng'l,ngr.'al.:sis‘a\sa llt:n

e fOrnolh.er area that needs clea?:hegc,l el

. e o I?is beautiful Iovgly loexm.d.ﬂ-.zngc'od eyt

e ar.ad goat droppings, an e T

e her stock (even wal |flbies ea E;' e
et myacee 0 is either trodde

re-growth i --ue he circled each
ShOO‘S). so any blﬂCkbeJrin even faster technique: he s vl bag
An old neighbour ha fence and tossed in some pig

tri R ting for the
clump with an Eieltrifctime the pigs had finished rooting

el M B}’ 2
Df plg nuts

- were finished 100:
perries were
nuts the black

1 be mare or less
Sheet mulching -kberries near the house can will gradually
Small clumps of blac be reached by lawn-mower

{ can

i d; any tha 1636
Idgizglr;:aear after a few MOWINg:
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My asparagus bed
itdown a bt . used to be a blackberr.
. ;]w:th my boots and a hfu-«]-;‘]- . TT‘ Clumy
ﬂ'lll‘llshmg smuh:h 10 plant the aspar ‘-"‘-’-‘- firew oy,
the next ve aragus, pulled

A ar—and that was tha! R, »
MMW_ 15 a one-off operation 2o
4 i

follow-up, and .

. a certain leve] of tech:

0 el of dedication ni
become pant of your on-goir ICation. Blackber.

Paints to remember

Meaw‘hww blackberme
. 23 ’yuu I scon be back whe
.__ bu\z;u ollow up blackberry cont
[ ::ilhan a clump in thy
mﬁm&a@l land with 8rass or ¢
) i IS clegred P

Etmwhem c::;tr: uf’biackbem’es IS rarely ¢
3 “ackberries is easy- ¥ e
Controy Y- YOu are after

S on the ground
e you started
rol- a small shoot e

. -
€2 years' ime

Dther ground

fand as we)) 4as control a weed £ 1)

mm‘ -
:h. i spreads oy

hs M% I&I!}' where land has been overgraz

Wide frc IE:' IS associated bacteria
out the ' nothing MUs to the soil. T
10 eat T 2 stock xmken- The wide fronds
’%atbmvee ST un]‘::;um into a :sram'l. :
e 88 Ol oo 270 Pressed. This
"‘F“‘_""Wihy In one O'Cha:?,i,n bracken stands
B hﬁh‘ A ere the fruit and

Cleared aregs, w&&hﬂm:u&w by Wa!:;h':e\t
m_ d. and choke ; €an algy | 2 Brazier or gardener

Ur rabbits, may

10 stabiliga dthe g, s = Toot i
the g5 Surface System
the morg. g CECOMeES

: ents are

. - Common Weeds 3]

 where the shallow grass roots cant get
wn the more the bracken thrives,

_[.iummadupll .
=5 ass compelti
md“ bracken establishes itself. the land begins to recover: there

heavy feet compactung it. there is less grass to lempt

animals among it, and there is less
remains. Don't be in too much

wken; it may sernve a

grazing pressure on the grass
of a hurry to get nd of your

useful purpose!

Repeated <lashing or mowing will get rid of brac ken llna'.-:-‘;'i;und
around here that four slashes usually get rid 0i it a5 long as you
don't leave 100 much time between them
o0l System inCreases
akg‘:t‘l‘::‘)a::?tgi. ::eg:)od b;edding for stock, excel .-ieﬁp I;_tte.r 1?r
chooks, and it can be used as mulch. Although Dr& ken I](:':s have
a minor growth retarding impact.on plants. I've found that bracken-
mulched plants do much better than those :
It can of course also be composted (it 15 0

which there will be no gmwm-retardirzg effect left

1. 1f vou leave Ihe bracken

llent

h no mulch at all
in potash), after

gh
eft.

Bending

i ' is 5 them
Just wound the plants. don't cut them This seems to -5;1-0 =
back even more than cutting: two bendings fna\ be e.nc;uie ;p
the bracken, as long as You bend them soon after they €0 ;
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Pigs and hens

Pigs both eat bracken and root it up; hens scratch up the |y,
Try pigs in small electric enclosures moved from bracken Pty
to bracken patch

Trees

Alternatively, let your bracken areas go back to trees. The ..
will shade the bracken and eventually kill it, whilst the bracl,.,
will protect the trees when they are young. If you don't want
bush regenerating on your land, try orchard trees or stock feedi;,
trees like kurrajongs, paulonias, leucaneas, elc :

BRIAR ROSE (Rosa rubiginosa)

Identification A perennial with several stems up to three metres
high, with thorns and small rose-like leaves. It has small pink and
white single rose flowers in spring, followed by large red hips.

Control  Briars reproduce from their stems if slashed. and from
segd-—lhough this can take three years or more to germinate. Usually
briars are a problem of overgrazed or disturbed pasture, and
especially of roadsides. They can be dug out, and the re-growth
also needs to be dug once or twice. Alternatively, graft another
rose on to the briar, for beauty if not praductivity.

BURDOCK (Articum lappa)

Identification ‘This is an erect
high, with alternate heart-sha
in summer,

biennial herb, often over one metre
ped leaves, and round purple flowers

control efforts,

Common Weeds B

CAPE BROOM (Genista monspessulana)
. S H hrm‘ metres h.lll,-H. “"”Ki-lipln:'li
worion.  Perennial, up 10 | :
Heﬂf'f;ﬁ:mes pea-shaped yellow flowers from September through
]r?:f;.:aber flat silky pods containing five to eight seeds. It may
pe toxic to stock if heavily grazed.

ol Broom used o be the material for making brooms (hence
'Conname) because it won't burn. Around here ( southern NSW ),
‘t:soorn Ohlen becomes a nuisance after blackbernes are burnt: the
[r~k ol competition after burning allows the broom 1o |;emme
:‘r'npam The seeds are carried by wind and water. In one striking
rexample around here, broom has taken over a COMer of an
overgrazed orchard, but hasn't advanced at all into the undisturbed
bush behind. - g s

Repeated ploughing will get rid of broom. Try slashing |l_“hlp|,;er
) 5 it & : > a wedge

ippi th as soon as it appears. Or drive' a g
snipping the new grow Dr clyanes
i 3 has been cut off, and pour ac
into the stem after the top beer . nd pourCiE
borax solution. Broom doesn't like its roots disturbed, so even

incomplete digging is often successful.
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CAPE IVY (Senecio mikanioides )

Mentification A very dense, twining ground cover or ¢
can cover large areas. The leaves are five o seven lobed. .
leaves may be edged with fine white hairs. It has many sma)
flowers from autumn to spring with feathery wind-dispersed \

Control vy is hard to remove: it roots at every node on 1t

S0 the whole stem must be pulled up. Once this is done howe...
it shouldn't re-grow: the roots are small and don't persist. Reo ;
whippersnipping or mowing—which chops the stems—is ‘..-\.
effective, but will probably take at least a year of persistent wo,

CAPEWEED (Arctotheca calendula )_ R

Identification An annual which forms rounded clumps of vellow
flowers with black centres, the leaves are divided into lobes
fmely\ haired undemeath. The seed is woolly and will wu
clothing. Capeweed grows in pasture, footpaths, and other di\t'u“\-'-;.-
ground. It can taint milk, though it isn't poisonous to stock. e

Control Chop capeweed out before it S€ts seed. Tough, competing
grass cover may be enoug_h to control it naturally. Try lowering
grazing pressure in late winter and SPIiNg, Or re-sow grass with
a tougher variety. ‘ &

CASTOR-OIL PLANT (Ricinus communis)

Identification This is a
: tall plant of over twi
leaves with serrated edges and spiky, pink ﬂng

Control Dig it out

CATS EAR or FLAT WEED (Fypochogr o

Identification  Often mistaken for oens radicata)

. ? - .
like dandelion clocks and the flow dandez"’ﬂ-—lhe seed heads are

seve ers bright g
ral flowers per stem (unlike da“delign Vt?\li?:h:cm S'ear has
S only one),

and coarsely-toothed dandelion-like |es y fl
OWer most of

the year. Cat's ear is native to Europe, M::ssrl:dn;?-
G ica,

saala

metres with large
rs.
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l'. )
\|/ #/¢

i
/

I
by
o

-~
By

W/ 2%

N —
.-‘.\ :
N
v \

.

= Upl.lt'l II.[!”O! the tap rool. II! “lulchl“g
d = L = a 3

ar AZIng: C \‘Il‘k“\ .ﬂlllll' h‘ll 5 ()\E(al B
dnd ht’qu?l“ 1[10“”53 a“d iL’l[l!lS'.l!g

Control Digout atleast th
repeated whi ppersnipping. of
gar. It is mostly a lawn weed, | p
of the grass will probably eradicate it.

-
_____——-———'_'_'_._'_._:_——_._..—-—'_
CHICKWEED (Stellaria media)
annual with
tly in high rainfall

intering oval leaves andtsl:l;
An overwintering < e
flowers, it grows mos
to Europe-

Identification

shaped white . g

areas. Chickweed is native - 2O
; R o Sy

C | The root system is thin and easily broke

“ontro e

is easily removed.
PRI ST T e

CTCORY (Cichorium intybus)
CHICORY (L€ p tap root and tall ste

A perennial with a dee

ms of

ldentification
blue flowers.

Al
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CAPE IVY (Senecio mikanioides)

Identification A very dense, twining ground cover or climber, it
ean cover large areas. The leaves are five 10 seven lobed; young
leaves may be edged with fine white hairs. It has many small yellow
flowers from autumn o spring with feathery wind-dispersed seed

Control vy is hard to remave: it roots at every node on the stem,
so the whole stem must be pulled up. Once this is done however
it shouldn't re-grow: the roots are small and don't persist. Regular
whippersnipping or mowing—which chops the stems—is also
effective, but will probably 1ake at least a year of persistent work

CAPEWEED (Arctotheca calendula)

Identification An annual which forms rounded clumps of yellow
flowers with black centres, the leaves are divided into lobes, and
finely haired undemeath. The seed is woolly and will stick to
clothing. Capeweed grows in pasture, footpaths, and other disturbed
ground. It can taint milk, though it isn't poisonous to stock.

Control Chop capeweed out before it sets seed. Tough, competing
grass cover may be enough to control it naturally. Try lowering
grazing pressure in late winter and spring, or re-sow grass with
a lougher variety,

CASTOR-OIL PLANT (Ricinus communis)

Identification This is a tall
leaves with serrated edges an

Control Dig it out.

plar_ll of over two metres with large
d spiky, pink flowers,

CAT'S EAR or FLAT WEED (Hypochoeris radicata)

Identification Often mistaken for a dandelion—

like dandelion clocks and the flowers bright yellﬂo.l:fgglgeads :re
several flowers per stem (unlike dandelion which has onlear 5
an_d coarsely-toothed dandelion-like leaves. [t may flower Lol
the year. Cat's ear is native to Europe, Asia, and Africa. g

.
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Control Dig out at least the upper half of the tap root. Try mulching,
repeated whippersnipping, or grazing: chooks and rabbits love cat's
ear. It is mostly a lawn weed, and frequent mowing and fertilising
of the grass will probably eradicate it

CHICKWEED (Stellaria media)

Identification An overwintering annual with oval leaves and star-
shaped white flowers, it grows mostly in high rainfall or watered
areas. Chickweed is native to Europe.

Control The root system is thin and easily broken, and chickweed
is easily removed.

CHICORY (Cichorium intybus)
Identification A perennial with a deep tap root and tall stems of
blue flowers.

4%
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Common Weeds a7

Conwro!  Dig it out with a mattock if you must; in well.c

ultivate B —————————
or undisturbed ground it is rarely a problem. COTTON BUSH (Asclepias spp.)

Identification  These shrubs are about two metres high, and have

drooping white flowers, :
CLEAVERS (Gabum aparine) 8 Control Though poisonous, cotton bush is not attractive 1o stock,
v B . : and provided other feed is available they won't touch it. It should
Identification An annual scrambling weed of high rainfall areas. be controlled like other woody weeds; see chapter 2: Pasture, woody
it has square prickly stems, and tiny white flowers. weeds. '

Control Provided you wear gloves, this is easy to pull out. As

itis an annual, one year's control with one year's follow-up should
be sufficient.

COREOPSIS (Coreopsis lanceolata)

Identification Coreopsis grows up to one metre tall, and is thin-

. — stemmed with small hairs and ridges. Most leaves are divided, but
COBBLER'S PEGS (Bidens pilosa) not the upper ones. It has bright yellow flowers with darker centres
ificati is i r0SS | spring and . Coreopsis is native
Idemrﬁ_canon This is a slender herb of up to two metres, with ?:ﬁgn?]i%:;;?b Ilate sDRAE AN summer: Coreopals i nal
a reddish stem and long, fragrant, serrated leaves and tiny yellow '
flowers followed by characteristic, long * pegs” that catch on clothes Control Chop out the upper tap root, or mow repeatedly.

or skin as you pass. It is native to Europe.

g:;ﬂ"of EaSi.ly pulled from moist ground. Be careful not to spread
seeds which can get caught on socks, etc. It can be covered

i : COUCH (Cynodon dactylon)
:;:;:;glsh' ami although it re-grows more thickly when mown, (

with'a whippersnipper will finally kill it. ldentification A perennial, common lawn grass with four spiked
seed heads, very slightly purple in colour.

Control See English couch.




Control Dig it out with a mattc
or undisturbed ground it is rarely a prot -

co‘[’l’ON BUSH (Asclepias spp. )

fdentification
drooping white [0

CLEAVERS (Galium apanne; oo
Conirn wough

€ — = ;
Kentificatic An annual - ling weed of hig . and provided ot
it has square prnickly stems, and tiny white flowers e controlled like other

weeds

COREOPSIS ( Co oreopsm fanr:euiata )

[dentification Coreopsis
COBBLER'S PEGS (Bidens pilosa) zfﬁmt_rf:‘jjp‘;: i
3 .l e
ide;rfr:(a.-w-“. This is a slender herb of up o two metres witl aboul 6 cm across ir
reddish stem and long, fragrant, serra : S to North Americ
flowers followed by characteristic, long ' :

‘pegs” that catch on clothe ot the upper tap root, or mow repeated
or skin as you pass. It is native 10 Eur,.r: ; ROt e P e e o 0

;onrra! Easily pulled from moist ground. Be carefu

e seeds whic - R > i —af to sprea

withs s __“h‘r“ can get caught on socks, etc. It car = e e e
% mulch, and although it re-grows more thickly \ S COUCH (Cynodon dactylon)

repeated damage w =i &
age with 2 whippersnipper will finall; Identification A perennial. common lawn g
seed heads, very slightly purple in colour.

Control See English couch.
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CRAB GRASS (Digitaria sanquinalis )
Mdentification Crab grass spikelets can be seen in your lawn wa,
their hairy, slightly darkish tops above the grass

Control Crab grass can be controlled by regular mowing wh
prevents it from going to seed. After one year's mowing it sho
disappear the following winter. Your lawn may also need re-sow
with perennial grasses or clover, to choke it out

CREEPING BUTTERCUP (Ranunculus repens )

Identification An attractive, creeping vellow-flowered herb with
bright yellow flowers about 3 cm wide, usually with five petals
Native to Europe and Asia. Creeping buttercup will inhibit clover
and nitrogen-fixing bacteria in pasture.

Control The stem produced many nodes; these must all be

removed or they will re-grow. Try frequent whippersnipping (not
mowing ), mulching, solarisation, or heavy-footed grazing; or place
a mobile hen vard over the problem area.

CROFTON WEED (Ageration adophora)

(dgmiﬂcanon This perennial 8rows up to three metres high, though
it is usually smaller, with a thin stem covered with reddish hairs,
tnangular leaves, and heads of tiny white flowers in September.

Control Dig out the main ToOt system, or slash and blanket mulch.

DANDELION (Taraxacum officinale)
Identification A perennial wi
flowers, and. pulf-bal] secd heads, Trete Of leaves, large yellow

0 j flower heads are hollo
with white sap, and canry only one flower any time of the year. w

Control them in your lawn, if you must, by regular mowing or dabbing
with urine, borax, or sulphate of ammonia
¥

DOCK (Rumex spp.)

; o = have
Identification There are many docks in Australia. They have
strongly-veined leaves, and sticky seeds on long stems

long

Control Dock is impossible to pull out, and it grows again irom
isati ' e leaves with

the roots. Mulch over it; try solarisation; paint the .dne; with

kerosene; dig it out completely with a spade: never iet il Seec
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DODDER (Cuscuta spp.)

Identification These annuals are parasitic on other plants. Ty,
remnants form "roly polys"” that gather around fences.

Control Dodders can't be pulled out, so use a mattock before
they seed. Dodders are a worse problem in the drought when grass
COVET i$ poor,

ENGLISH COUCH (Agropyron repens)

Identification: A perennial, native to Europe and Asia, and wide-
spread throughout cold to subtropical Australia, it has dull greep,
leaves and erect seed spikelets.

Control  Couch grows either from seed or—more often—from
runners. Couch gets worse where the ground is frequently cultivated,
like gardens, or areas around trees that you want to keep clear
The rhizomes can spread a long way underground—across paths
Emlibsunder barriers—and will even Penelrate potatoes or flower

uiDs.

| have managed to get rid of couch by covering it from early
Spring onwards with Newspaper or mulch of at least 20 cm thick,
or with black plastic. Later efforts don't work as well, and the mulch
may have to be re-newed as the couch re-grows 1o the surface.

ed. It takes about two

electric fences,

I found with oy garden that the best way o

was o dig the whole bed
Sow very thickly with radish and parspi i
the early re-growth, the Parsnips ?whiclll:s' e iy o

. ca Y i
for aver a year if you let them seed) edgeq ou?t;::afa;:r e %:?und

%

Common Weeds m

Disposing of couch .
Never leave couch grass you have '!“‘:'. out on bare soil or on the
top of a slow compost heap: it will resroot. Place it o 4 few sheets
of newspaper if you plan 1o use it at once for I11I1|('.h_ or in the
middle of a hot compost heap. Better still, *;uin.k I a bucket
of water [or three weeks, then use the slush, liquid and all as
a combination mulch and fertiliser

Keeping couch out of the garden :

Couch invades any bare soil. K(%(':p it out of vegetable and flower
gardens with a permanent udgmg_nf wood or concrete r;:_;_]{_z-t[e:
still, thickly-planted comfrey (which can h_ra cut for m'u '--t! ‘d.ﬂf.‘
fertiliser and will bring up (|l."t’[3-ll’_'fjl’lll_‘d rmln.r_.\ms ), Thygn}‘:kt HLl:Jr)
or even a thick-sown row of radish or turnips. Aln). t[nf.l m.liTLti:i
or deep-rooted plant will help keep out couch, but comfrey is alme

infallible.

FAT HEN (Chenopodium album)

i ne metre
Identification An annual, with an erect green stem:p_to:rl;:: e
high in good soil, though much shorter in poorer, dryer :
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upper leaves are triangular, the lower leaves more rounde e
the edges of both are slightly toothed. Fat hen forms cluste GREAT MULLEIN or AARON'S ROD
small greyish green flowers. Native to Europe, it is now wides,, ('Va-bascum thapsus)

throughout Australia on most waste land or disturbed groun
TTII.‘- |r|l=lll1l.|| 11"|1: {forms a lrnw"r.llq PyT

Identification
hairy grey-green leaves topped with yellow stalks of | !
- . s - P I
native 10 F"‘””i)'-’ and Asia |V—'|H1-',‘.-' mullein ( Verbascum virgat
is similar, but smaller, though it can grow as high (2 5 metres

Control  Dig, mulch, or use solarisation. Grow plants thickly
it and fat hen should ¢ease to be a problem.

and is also biennial

FENNEL (FOH]!.CHIUH'I Wl‘gam) Control Mullein can be mattocked out: it is easier to remove

b el : its height would suggest Mulching and other common wes
Identification Biennial, erect, and tall 1w:th f(‘(lﬂll'l}_‘ leaves an rechniques are also effective. Otherwise, just letit ,Ir,H__!,-___,._,_ ts
mnlsh-}-ellow umbrel'la‘-sha]:ﬁil_ o .Uf ﬂmwlf' janel is slashing the seed ht"i.id I.z-fprv seed sels and making s
REYME 20 Europe and Western Asia, and a common weed in bar qmuud around them isn'l disturbed, so they cannol germinate
areas. =

Control Cut fennel before it seeds, or at least before the see
heads shatter,

FIVI-I-S_P!NED SALTBUSH or BLACK ROLY POLY
(Bassia quinquecuspis)

Identification A perennial, small, native shrub with long, thin

branches and leaves tapering at the base. It has single flowers and
five-spined fruit

Canfmf Fi\:'e-spinesl sall?}ush is usually only a problem of over-
gr:;u.zmg. as it colonises disturbed soil. Don't root it out until after
pasture and ground cover is re-established: it helps prevent the

wind and rain eroding the soil, See i i 4
o I woody weeds under “Pasture

GOOSEFOOT (Chenopodium spp.)

ldentification  Goosefoot are a small bush weed of pastoral areas

Control Goosefoot can

A
Pasture, woody weeds, easily chopped out. See chapter 2

FLAT WEED, see CAT'S E_AE—___‘__‘___“_———
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HEDGE MUSTARD (Sisymbrium officinale)

Identification. This is an annual, hairy and long-stemmed (16, )
high), with rosette leaves at the base and tiny yellow flowe,s
is closely related to Indian hedge mustard, the biennials S orepy,,
and S irio, and the annual London rocket: treat these all the 54,
way

Control  Although these can be slashed, they usually grow ag,
thicker at the stem and bushier If possible, leave them 1il]
after flowering then slash before they set seed. They will die natural,
and if the ground is well-planted around them no more shoyl
appear

If you need to remove them at once, try digging them oul, thoug
they are deep-rooted and usually need a spade even in soit so
A better method is to trample them flat and cover them with news
paper and mulch and plant on top of them. Alternatively, just keep
mowing them. This may not kill them but will improve the
appearance of the ground till they die naturally

HOREHOUND (Marrubium vulgare)

Identification A perennial u i 1

al up to one metre high with rounded.
;ale—grey hairy leaves \-'mh depressed veins and scalloped leaf
: argins, and small, white flowers, Horehound can form a wide
straggling bush. It is native to Europe. E

sssgfoutiz;e;zir:d h_?s ahthick. short root and is easily dug or
SOils; though be careful that the seed 1

‘ s
fall for more plants to germinate. Cutting horehound off at the ?:;2(:

just makes it branch more: the root must be removed, or al |east

dist ; i
urbed. They are easily pulled out: You may be surprised how

small a root even a very large bush will haye.

INK WEED (Phytolacca Octandra)

ldentification This ial i
¢ 7 Perennial is up to two metres hi i ;
]t;r::u%u;edhmsh stem and long leaves, linged resdhi]ghaﬁilma b
amgwhit ;: lea Q.f dark purple berries that stain bright red ll:smn, ghd
re wh O pink between August and December, It‘ fetvers
digestive or skin problems in stock and people VSR Buse

Y

Inkbush grows on disturbed ground and i\lr.'ft"[\'-.‘-l‘.-.'u‘:.e
ees and can twine up through branches
The roots are thick and long
| sprout from the laterals,

However, a few
main plant: make

Control
itis a real problem under tr
though it will also grow in full sun. T
and if a bush is slashed new growth wil
so that the growth is more luxurianll the:n ever
slashes at the root with a mattock will kill the e
sure to follow this up by slashing new plants for one 1.‘| wo '\.{;;,;.
afterwards. Re-sow grass or other ground covers as .~.u;=!‘1 :L\mn.]
inkbush is dragged away; it bears much seed and unless the grc

is planted, more will grow.

KIKUYU GRASS (Pennisetum villosum)
ldentification This is a coarse, thick-stem med grass. |
fodder, but can choke out trees, gardens, and bush

) summer or apply .
{ 20 c¢m thick to have

Lis excellent

z a weed
Control Dig it oul; try solarisation if

mat for one month. Muleh must be at leas
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hance of smothering it, and even, then it may invae
lTlg edges Ploughing large areas is suceessful only i
weeklyintervals (kikuyu grows fasy) forseveral mopgh ar

by planting a vigorous €rop. Pigs or chooks i Moveah|.
c:n also be successfyl. See also chapter |, Green Manuyre

Irom aroy

I'1'i-.-_|r,.,:

“WWW VINE
cordifolia)

I—more usu.‘:iiy~—-:1rlun!u-f
i ite flower Sprays ip
Juveniles are
IS on the stem ang

Controt All'tubers need to he removed o ¢

he plant Will re-groy,
For this T83son blankey mulch

ing is noi Successfy| unless yoy are

Ve vears or S0: the tubers can s

‘ rout whep close 1g the Surface, Frequent whipper-

Shipping howeyer, Which alse damages e tubers, wijl pe successfy|
Tepared arly for 4 least 5 Vear.

fambling, Prickly ¢ 4 :
Eheadsofﬂow.ys__ ¥ shry has slmngl_%ame“mg

: Ted, pink. o Yellow—ith black
rr’:]'_‘l]a; 31:15’ tim m: h:-'rgear. Native 1, South A €rica an Widesprea
for blagipe rowss: £ i ; Probe, Where jt is 00 warm
O Wet gy om d ilway em bankments
Controy Like p, ackberrjeg |
call syt e
3 remg ‘ hey wi) oot ang ) g brd;}‘;ﬂfﬁ L
[ contr u 8razing o , M) tar e
Pelitors try chok mpkij g v/

ave died ¢ ), and : HE ek

1d fi Ml owy

= o0 T jor)
—— lantago maj
R AIN (P : larger, with fewer
LAR.GE PLAN'IT is similar to ribwort, but it is larg ks
. This is ¢
ification
ldenti

all flower stal
eins and tall flow
istinct long veins a
as distine > | ZlUNSTA

5, and ha 2urope and Central Asia
jong aval ‘E’a‘\’(\; native to Europe and

jal, it 1s né

nnial,

s damaged
‘oniro Plainta das a ; is badly damage
: l ‘ h',rg{‘ lfl‘}r{“ )1 'Jll] i: t‘]i;’:t ‘\1u.‘
aintain hz arge ke e |
g le ! : : lIl'J!'d”\-’ removed ) the pla
it need not be 3
(it nee

1y (Bellis perennis) e
e ellis P ~en leaves narr
LAWN DAISY (B ial with long, bright, green leav
A perennia

=lightly
aves and slightiy
e leaves -entre.
x er than th llow cer
er stalks long )
flower s

Py * =]
faeqtification ith hite flower with a ye
at the base, “"]k carries a bright w

< = [t %
in. Each sta
hairy. E

rass.
Lawn daisy clusters through g
atsy alus

awn dais




88 Organic Controt of Commeon Weeds

Conrol  This is a "weed" | have gone to some 10,
in my own garden: it is hardy and beautifyl .,]l:”‘!'“ ;
mown. If you need o eradicate ir, dig it up .n R reral
and thick and easily dug when the soil is wer 1 o0ts
each of the charactenstic leaves you should remoy, AU dig
tht:}ugr! seedlings will have 1o be dug up for a fey ye, . "
= ndzlute?i day-old urine(or sulphate of ammo BArS as w,
sy, as will a cover of mulch. 2 Will

MGNONEHEVINE,seem.STAHS__

\

Identification Th;
is
creep along the Smu?dnua! feeb has whorls of blue flowers |
H]nm i or grow up to about h owers. [t
& common poison of stock. alfa met

tweed is easily
ily pulled oyt Even where it appe
drs |1ke

afewma}orrog;m_wh

ek
e-growth one month laer. MBI areas, then pull oy (1

oo

ldentificar;
alion M;
thei Sl 1sﬂemes 4

Sir Very existence d are mimics, gy

0 popular ¢ on thei
: Onception they their ability ¢
are n 0 lure birg
true : s. Contrany
tes =

istletpes
el g o faod by p =
- However. thew 1. PTEY ON thej thes;j
none hg *. they aj| take B thex hosts; Oﬂte;s!s_ Some don't
plant farsum\,;,ljr S System and minera)s make.a” their
me mistieg 2:?5‘_'3’» they sd‘:,":nall d I:nm[fllr. hosts
cathery leaves ang m'; lhsir host's 5 In stiff, | o br?r:c?}m[
mrSIl'e;omm&E avg no [Eams nce; me have s es
e the resi of the 5Y 1o pick Out: the | all. Eyeq the ick
ir hosy tree, ang ves 3 camo
T her!: ‘;‘Suauy thicker
they join
onto

re in heighy

e al 5
H0Ng & moist bank, there may only 1.

There are at least 76 native mistletoes and even mare intre
specics Some of Australia’s native mistletoes have «
Australia was still part of Gondwana Land. joined to 2

How to get mistletoe

you don't plant mistletoes They come u
by birds, though some mistletoes have expl
the air. The birds eal the sticky fruit and dep
branches where they attach and grow. Birds also

One of the best carriers of mistletoe |s

bird almost exclusively eats mistletoe be

outer layer and a slimy, coated seed that is raf
mistletoe to be successful it has to be excreted on
the ground, and the mistletoe bird twists wi
the seed lands on the branch beside it anc
down. Mistletoe birds don't fly far, so mis
often in clumps. There are no mistletoes or m

Tasmania.
Of course, many other birds also eat mistiétoe bemes Mistletoes

flower irregularly, though some have distinct seasons
all flower for an extremely long time—six mor
providing a regular and abundant source of food f
fruiting also extended to six months or more. Most flowe

=

when other nectar sources for birds are scarce. Some Species v
fruit and flower all year round in the wetter coastal areas of southern

Australia.
Thirty-three species of birds have been recorded feeding on mi

toe berries. They include honeyeaters (especially the New He
honeyeater that mostly feeds on mistletoe nectar), wallle
silvereyes, orioles, parrols, cockatoos, and currawongs—all
numbers of fruit or feed on the nectar.
Mistletoe attracts more than birds. Many nectar-seeking insect
also feed on mistletoe beries. They include valu
predators like hoverflies, and lacewings, and predatory tac
“flies” which help clear up pests like aphids, pear and cherry slus
and scale. (The ntrol
Bees, wasps, moths,

and possums feed on them
If no bird has spread mistletoe into your garden

i there yourself. Find a mistletoe-infected plar
den: banksia, fruit tree, or eucalypt. If it

$ir
T

birds too, will, of course, help keep these in cOl

bemes

and butterflies also take nectar from the

s 10O

o plant 1
already in your gar

45
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1 moch, haul down a loop of mistletoe with |,
with o nall on the end (same botanists with good e,
down specimens). Take one of the ripe berries, e .
ane (o be found at any time of year. Stick the berry o, -
or, better stll, in & moiat crevice between two branches,

Control Mistletoe (like any good parasite) hardly evee §
host trise in a natura) sluation unless the tree is stressed for ey, 1.
by drought or clearing. In fact, If the tree s stressed by .,
ihe misiletoe usually dies before the free because its 1oy
& Ior igher rile of water loss. Mistletoes usually only kill ..,
when people have interfered with the surrounding land. For ex.,,
il there are only a few frees around, these become the taryo
the mistletoe birds and, through seeding, the trees get overload,
with several mistleioes insiead ol just one or two

The best mistletoe clearers are possums, Early this century i),
toes stared 1o increase while possum numbers were dwindlig
and in New Zealand mistletoe started to decrease wher thi
Australian possuim was introduced

If you have & mistletoe in your tree don't Just assume that it
:riill“:::: ::x“:rwlr;mﬂmmly alfect its vigour, l)‘llf‘.“t..‘ you have two
poiwns'um rer, there mnybcn!?efi for concemn. There are varions

will Kill mistletoe if injected into the tree, or you can

lop off the “host™ branch, | have / al sprayi
Aol Rl ound thal spraying the leaves

T
MORNING GLORY (Ipomoea indica )

Identifie ini
rmm-m;.:::,;n b;:‘ ’t\rnung ground cover or ¢limber with alternate
caves and long, deep-blue flowers like opencd

trumpets, It usually |jkes
s, el ¥ damp soil, and semi shade under trees

Conlrol Morning #lory is difficun

slem node. All pleces ¢

% of stem muy |

;Jrrmawing with a whippmnnip;mr lhcnlﬁ g e
* keptup for three years,

0. remove a5 it can root

at any

ly,
anket mulehing, this mu:l

NETTLES (Urtica spp.)

Urtica urens

] incisa and

small annual nettle,
all have small green

5 a
and p--r-.‘nnml
s that sting

Identification
U/ dioica are larger, coar .flr
flowers and indented hairy el

Y ) I ywing or \ o i ng
| i n ‘-!rl‘\hlilﬂ C ntrols nettle
1 haye It llI:I.TI edu al 4

will sting your bare legs.
bing them nettles are rt-pula_‘l
ynts near them; the bactena
are reputed 10
ant tonic and
and

Control
Unless they are
however, think
1o be a growth
associated with

in a place where they

again aboul distur
> 1
stimulalor for pli .
fix nitrogen; and they

e liquid fertiliser 1S a plant t
is both a pesticide

their rOols

fi 5, Nett
o carthworms 0
rag sistance; and netle lea

apter 4, Lsing Weeds

encou
may help |
a mild fungicide

48

rost e
See ch
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NT}'I‘_GE;\S_S ( E)pér_us rotundus )

ientification A perennial, common 1awn weed wi, gra
Ieaves and triangular flower Stems bearing PUIDIY-broyy,, s

flowers

d the eas < H inwanted oxalis in
AsIEST W of controlling i 2 C

agt ay f I Wl ) al

F, o i ”“"“ g daisy or grevillea bushes over

1d“‘ (llntlk o I ' and could be

lly competed with the o
o xalis is
ok of years. 50 I oxalis i

have foun
{awn is 10°P ;
pge SUCCESS o
& ; ' e
- ed ool LUUI]J y new variety of lawn o comg
v
may nee
pfy you
gard

Controt Nutgrass is hard to get nid of: the thizomes 4, Very to
and wiry, and any small pieces broken off by lir_x{x,'lu-.__' cCont,
o graw. In addition, the roots develop tiny tubers that 45, e
with digging Dig in early spring or Jate winter, at the old by,
exhaustion stage, just ay they start 1o make new Browth, ¢,
dig to fork depth; shake oyt the soil so the f00Is do ngp |, "
from thvhufbl‘l‘l.ﬁ.flmlynr.n:.'mswrh--m.m-rmf rh.nmn»m-.. Move|
Dig them oyt fepeatedly ar this slage and wih luck any Bulbo
left will be ton small to survive Mnirhiug must he deep 1 1,
effective—gat least 20 EM—and muyst he maintained tor at Jeae
Year, as the bulblets provide long food Supply for the plant. Ty,
Mulching thickly, then plant directly into the mulch 1o choke ¢
a1y new growth tha may emerge Repeated Cultivation should ge
rid of nuigrass,

When vou dig out nutgrass it is best to take 45 much soj with = =1 ™
it as ;;u[:isil}uie.— leave !hesr_ulunderwalc-r for three weeks, and replac, — ‘(‘_ E dE’r-'}; selloana)
W with fresh sojj in the hole. e . . S (Corta %k .athery tops up 1o
PMAS GR:Ss is a tall L!-rflﬁkj..lmrrl I.T:111‘;1::“:;1“[[-‘ Itis na!_:‘-'f-‘
Identification  Thi n rigid stems. The s pest in gardens
three metres ]'”.g.l;uwt'u'-n it escapes, It C2IL 0

South Americ

:)c: i:):ilr’::lll; sunny places

Cut down the pl

\HH\“‘__H-““.——_H—-B____
OXALIS ¢ Oxalis |5 tifolia)
Identificatio, A Perennial, oxajis has bright-gree, Slimns of

r_-!;m:r:llke leaves, and jis flowers a6 Usually pink 1 Purple, by Control _ { the base.
WA and dark red forms exig, (though these are Usually less of hook, then dig ou

-1 1 I o b blll.l
5 h awh PP rsnipper or sh
rst willl ¢ 1Pt

ant I

-}ptu.f)fem_i. Oxalis jg 4 weed of Cultivated or disturbeq ground, e 4 e

Especially i Bardens a5 moist, shadeq Spots, , dilatu _)

- ~ (Paspal | m

Contral Oxalis has Spreadin >ASPALUI e -
s Spre unideroy. : - . . - SPc ing grass, ENCINS

e R e 8 Undergroy ;g stems ang Mmany tiny PASPALUM (Pd P erennial malling Gmes

16 prodyce another plant, Thu.-»:.

#H, s g z ne
oxalis jg very diffieuly eradicate. Dig the bulbs =i

i s Jrasses.
; : : sntification less vigorous g T
or laie Inter, at the old | 2 1 N early Spring Iden lover and le : o
. ', lb's ey, g Ly = : ut clov ardy 50 it ca . w‘ L
Ith nutgrags. lauslion Stage, ang Proceed ag crowd o ro!_-‘.u!urli_\m”w R e
ants @ .

Mow and feed grass

i |
jive any |ms;h|hm1 |
Li £

c L L~ Iy
ene, or po 1} . U
I Ir on \lli]llhlll‘ ol ammonia \n the earyy
1 - i Nmoni I th
2NE,

Solarisation s Tives : - /
for & ‘::[I;ial;ejn :;. erreucw., but the plastie must by kept on the axalis ¢ .,J,.,,::;“m'
lakes o !”P( O monthg, not a fay €eks as for Most weas It |1.\.~|‘w.|h kerosene; Lt
akes g “ng time for the Plastic o Exhaug the 2 them washing it in the

ing, wis :

the bulbs; firs by Stimulating Browth, thep killing j _ i
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i £ mﬂgum_ which is blue 0 purple; E italicum
.-oﬂ’““'“. paterson’s Curse found mostly in South Australia.
s 2 piok s curse 1S an erect biennial with large. oval hairy leaves
‘:‘“’su ple flowers (though sometimes white forms are seen)
e gre usually 60 t© 90 cm high, depen n soil and
infall. 10 jemperate areas + can flower any time Of the vear

s curse 15 @ “en year ptant once you have it on€ year,
it for ten years. | jmported it IN'T alch during the dlﬂjght.

rapidly through the

and has 1o |

cears late, the odd plant still springs up anc
qu,ckh- pefore the seeds spread and we have aCres of it
Thick pasture around it will help choke it out
Control Cultivation will have to be repeal
may be dormant in the soil. Try to culliv®
This can be difficult as you ma¥ ® pl
any time of the year, flowering and seiifl
pwo cultivations are necessary-
Paterson's curse at roselte stag
a spade of mattock or even your |

e is

10 dislodge the roots. The plants he left wi
the ground without risk of re-footing. YoU &= hip a lot in a da¥.
4 of dealing with Paterson’s Curse

This is probably the best method Of
before it spreads.
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Hea
s '\;]yesheep or goat grazing will e
e m exclusively on it or f‘t
St ‘:?!rhdamage. Make su.ré th(:
iy mrp;‘r:nniaf grasses, Iuc;r
n

beg.,m . Seedexl few years an

iological cont :
rol h
_!he French moth Digy,
infested areas in NSW

r loo [:mk:. bec ;
I aluse

N Or oate &
ats. Ke
* ACEPD an e
LS

out any Othey '
SEe

as been controve

ctica scalari |
a scalariella was rele Much coyp 4.,

PIGF.
ACE (MesembIJ’an themn

Identification

Control Althou
out. Don't leave

m aequilaterun,

15 1 ros -

Sa

”I p “a[e “'eed of L(Iasla, Id
dnd s

ves and pinky-purple

8h this weed s
itin a heap, or

preads rapid[y
I ITIB}-‘ re-root. .

it is easily pulled
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pull plgweed out of moist ground; cultivate, blanket mulch;
) 2\ other und COVers. Tall plants will shade it out As it
o P"‘“ g around it should prevent it becoming

a0 annuals thick plantin

o problem
/’
VINE (Rumex sagittatus)

pOTATO

dentification

S

crambler, though not
\ate leaves varying
flowers, and three-
YW, papery

round cover and s
a ridged stem, altert
o almost oval, tiny
long, green at first then bre
o South Africa

atch its name: They must
w. and the interlinking stems

g must be kept up for several
problem. Heavy-footed

A rampant g
greal height. It has
from triangular to three-lobed t

winged paper fruit about 1 cm
with a single three-sided seed. Native t

Control  Potato yine produces tubers

all be removed or the plant will re-gro
must also be removed. Blanket mulchin

years; digging or ploughing just increases the
grazing can be effective.

lom

PRICKLY PEAR ( Opuntia SPpP- )
-+ and flowers at

Identification Round-leafed cactus wit
fine, piercing prickles are hard

the top of the leaves; IS small, pri¢ _
brush against it. Several species

to pull out of your skin if you

oceur round Australia.
Control Prickly pear once covered millions of heciares.'Tt_\e ca_cto-
\ rols it 1N mosl areas, though it 15 snll_ a
i - a few blows with

blastis beetle now cont it |
1 c over, 1L 18 )
gonsiderable pes. e . is enough to kill a bush.

the mattock, partia ing the roots, 15 3 :
Around here [l)hc udi:‘l push fruits year after year wuf‘lom 2 preading
jing land is overgrazed oOF otherwise disturbed.

unless the surrount

Jucidum)
mall tree with hairless stems and
many small white

rple black fruit in

PRIVET ( Ligustrum

Identificalion AI qurgne 5:2315}
RS o T Lo L cm, Pe

e UF “l- er jollowed

or s
underneath. It has
by clusters of pu
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winter. It is mostly a problem in gardens . along (.,
- !!‘l‘smgmens. Native to China and lapan K

Control  Privet is resistant to most herbicides orga;
buming only encourages more stems fr.nm the roois =
the bush grows back up to five years after herbicide. ; |
used on it. The whole plant and at least the Major roq

dug out Look out for seedlings.

PURPLE VERBENA or PURPLE TOp
(Verbena bonariensis )

Mentification A hairy, long-leafed Perennial with blye 1 Dur
hairy Quadrangular stems, and long, stiff roughish lea,
heads of purple flowers can cover 3 whole padd
It was introdyced rom Europe, North ang South America .,
Western Asia A native form (Vv Officinalis) is similar but no; -
Spmding_and the leaves are joined to the stern by a slender sta)L
Verbena | sunny places and disturbed or OVergrazed so;
after fire,

tap root, or chop it a couple
not re-grow. Tn

Sdarisamnarealsoﬁecﬁm o pigs. A R cove

aﬂd%t\ﬁbwﬂmmsv o fough foots fosettes of leay: fise above
Controy Bruise the Aindncal
T Plants i el
'smn“!mmﬁmaha"tupofm)w hx;sp:‘;;:ash them tn Sprf:r
lpltage L allergic
Control :
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ROLY POLY (Salsola kali)

Identification  An
: s annual roundish .
leaves on rigid stems and brancheqwced' withsmall pricy
e ICK ¢
PO
infeg

Coatrol R
oly poly ca
_seeding. Asilis 3,{3112”?:'? l_iug out, or whippersni
increase competition with r improved pasture or cpp,.. """
ith roly poly seedlings, th ) l':"‘wr..,;. G}
-~ o] ere ,.\. I.l‘l]l_. .‘ 10

problem,

bef
for

SALVATION JANE,
s SCE PATERSON’S =
CURSE

SERRATED
TUSSOCK
(Nassella trichotoma)

Identificati

i cqni?'n A perennial with s

weeddmopof g seed heads. Itis
Overgrazed pasture. eg -

Cmm’ -
: Dig it
and leave th out by hand;
e the tussocks 1o deéol:np;:d it 50 the roots
i e in the are expose
paddock Al nsed,
- Alternatively

€al serrateq ;
. el i re-sow thj,
i~ i ickly. Goats and camel
s will

for short peri e
hort periods (any longer ; : :
: SE€: ly tethering them

grazing by pi
e 13 DY Pigs and chooks il of oo

ppin : ooks wi to th . :
out. Don't ﬁ;hgm with 3 will of coyrse € animal). Intensive

com s
Petition from the S

ho

iver}(.)lggg?hliaves. tall seed
! u merj i

pecially after droughif g

spikes,
Serious

» liny scat
e
Ted stem Jeayes 0y tangleq

Control Sk ope, . and ﬁ".Vyeli firm
grows very El_e:On Woagll: ow il
quic&]y fro
Bl latera

gebing e disgifnr; i

n

but flexi
ible
OWers, Native

. ro - and th
ly stimulates r:’eEh wind-b 0_"_ Plants sprea
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st be dug out for its
bined with improved
less opportunity
n weed;
ehicles

ystem mu
be com
plants have
hokes out skeleto
ed by feet or v
hing on the other
p for at

on weed root S
ve, and this must
it so that new
d very thick cloverc
ed or compact
t. Blanket mule
put that must be kept U

roots. All the skelet
removal to be effecti
ground cover around
to develop. | have foun
but where the clover is graz
the skeleton wee
hand removes it
least a year. Try P

TCH (Vicia teh'aSperm<a)

SLENDER VE
Identification A small, soft ground cover or climber, with ridged
1 small, long |eaves and purple pea-like flowers. The fruit

stem and ST :
¢ seeds ative to EUrope.

glender vetch 18

d soon oultgrows i
eﬁectivel)-'.

quite
g on top of it

lantin

Jrisn
easily pulled out of can be whipper

isance | find that it does keep other
that aren’t as easily rernoved when

has fou

control
snipped:
B of the gardeu—-ones

weeds oul
[ need the ground_

yn
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SMALL-LEAFED PRIVET (Ligustrum sinense.)

ldentification This is more common than large-leaved |

has a smaller bush and leaves than ordinary prive wm-““"'r I

hairy young leaves, It flowers in spring, not summer .“,|'|;”u|
LS 1e

droops more. Native to Japan and China.

itly
frujy
Control Like ordinary privet, small-leafed privet just re.g, g

» 448 I
slashed or burnt or poisoned. The larger roots at least n. Sl
be removed, need to

SORREL (Rumex acetosella)

Iigenfmcanon A spreading prostrate plant with tender pale-greer

Eul:'f; o IIow:l! leaves, and reddish to yellowish flowers. N;:s'in- uI,
Lurope. It can be eaten by stock and humans but in large amounts
It can cause oxalate poisoning. i

Cont i

addir;lancéoz:m%aordenf care (_a_ddujg organic matter, reducing

Ifyoua're < don no l_he §ml) will gradually get rid of sorre|

e dn-yl;y pulling it out, (Though the roots are extensive

b );I lg.t oroughly you won't remove them all. ) MUI('hir".‘.
cellently: the added organic matter helps control fmu;;

outbreaks. Chooks low i
o € somel and will peck it in preference to

erican co i ; \African
asts, spiny rush s very salt tolerant ang agﬂrgwsou_rh
5 In

disturbed
ground. It can easi]
J ¥ be confused wi
(. Polyanthemos or toad rush, J by fonis), C:}:‘r‘r’olc?:'lgon rush
€ same,

Control  These rushes have a shallow root

4. .

DGER (Tagates minuta)
gﬂlwan nual has opposite, compound leaves.
sn Th

is tall ar . with a very rharaﬂleristic

(fication gllow flowers W O o (e ndis
wﬁdﬂs » haﬁlﬁn':;:le}’“ It is sometimes Mistaken for Indian
it people [
| some
55"'-““0
e

Thick grollﬂd c
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' e tinking roger. ILis
i1l choke out stinking :
o el soil. One slash

- { of w
even pulled ou e
o the seed sets, 15 also effective.

et chopped o

.-.1'SI; 4 whippersnipper: just before
wi

\.\ \ -4
w\\ \ wﬁ"

Y ox brownil) _
SWAMP DOCK (Rumex br: whorls of flowers that sucl;
508 leave
[ Slender-ﬂ?’lﬁ;ir galks have long, oval
[dentificalio” you pass:

deep for it mdbe
-k can be sha I
: ation. Swamp doc &
5 Solzn‘s\atlls{:n some planis usuagb::::
- it .
110 ﬁ: with an even more severe p
ay en

Ub(_l‘. .
central VeI 1o
dock out: the

to your 1o

! - are 100
with a thic pte

k
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THISTLES

Thistles are mainly (though not always) a problem of hjg)
Add supuphos.phaie and sub clover to vour paddock I :[. S
you get high nitrogen levels in animal camps, and \..l: S
ya:h."’" made perﬁec: conditions for a thistle invasion e
istles are z_zlther annuals, biennials, or ;wrwnnﬂr A
xpletellheir life cycle in a year. They can germin :-‘ i
: \ * ! ale at ar i
usually flower in early spring to summer, though this ...
prolonged by early slashing B
g \ ing. Annual thistles can be controlled 1.
slashing, just as the seed is settin d by B v
Biennials complete their lif L
s He in two years—I{lowering and prody
seed second year—though they ¢ ik o
o e ek , g €y can behave like a;
fillials in some circumstances. Biennials e i
oy it - Biennials are more difficy|
S b e ering or seeding at different times
may just prolong their life. Slashi i
ekt life. ashing perennial th
s and increase the problem,

renovatior

Iais

isties

: :
Canadian or creeping thistle (crsim arvenss)

idenriﬁcarfon Perennial: fall.
a‘“':tnclvemeale‘_m.‘ leaves which are
Miapa purple flowers on to

wi iny

qo:]h ?h'") h_eaves that are woolly

;;of lfehnme:s winged down the stem
e plant. Native 1o Europe a;ni.

WU a

ta thistle (CENTAUREA MELITENSIS
Annual, stiff and upright to one metre; hairy almost
cal alternate 1eaves and stems; globular flower heads with o
low flowers surrounded by dark spines from September 10 March
Native to the Mediteranean, Asia and Africa

Nodding thistle (CARDUUS NUTANS
.'—denfiﬁran'on Perennial; tall, erect—up 10
hin leaves and a rounded, pale-red flower

dertification

7 metres—with sharp,

gt Barnaby’s thistle (CENTAUREA 5 LSTITIALIS}
(2 0

Identification Annual, st
greenish-white from 30 1o

March. Native to central Europe

ff. erect, thin-stemmed and leafed, grey
e cm: vellow flowers from October to

Associated with p isoned horses

ATUS

Saffron thistle (CARTHAMUS LAY
oatio p to 80 cm, erect and often branching with
s, no stalk, and single pale-yellow flowers

on dry land weed. especially in wheal

Identification Annual, u
long, narrow, spiny leave
Saffron thistle is a comm
areas.

Scotch thistle (ONOPORDUM ACANTHIUM)
This annual 1S grey-white
afy, bladed stems, and purple
“ruary. Possibly, this is the

and grows up 10 two
wubular flowers from

Identification
heraldic thistle of

metres. It has le
December 1O Febru
Scotland.
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Slender thistle (carouus PYCNOCEPHALUS)

lﬁe::gaaéﬁnmg]le;ger’ l!us_lle can be annual or bienniy| |
thistle (C tenuiflorus ?" ‘M_!-m.! pale-purple flowers, “'”'t;v l
ey« oo Is similar, but with continuous w
e i U'r.:: r:umerous flowers on each ..\'I;‘m "
T overgrazed paddocks and roadsides

Srows
d slendg,
Igs .tla,“q
“H[h are
and both

Soldier thistle (corsm acarya)

ldentification An

i Annual grey-gre '

o grey-green thistle w

il ple flowers are surrounded wi
ember to February, &

ith white hairs, 1o

3 ae ! 8
1;. as Irldgvs down the
th spikes, and bloop,

Sow thistle (sovcius overaceys)
’d > . ._

entification A bright green annual with
ndelion (which it is so
ral ﬁo“fer heads and d

mye;l'low flowers forming
an; |Imes called), though
€lion only one, Native

s and

Spear or i
“or black thistle (crsim VULGARE)

Identificatio
= n  Often incorre
clly called Scq
1 tch thistle

biennial
+ Erect an
d branched thistle. It has = this is a

Star thi
u__t_m_sy_‘?_(‘-}”_?ﬁym CALCITRAPA)

fdenffﬁcaﬁon An )
ushy, slight|
y

with rl'[any pale
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thistle (ONOPORDUM ACAULON)
geness

gentlfication
iddie, it St2YS
mdilertanean itis
it to death with a whippersnipper, or slash the centre with a spade

and pour som

A rounded, grey spiny clump with flowers in the
low down and has no stems, Native to the
mainly a pest of drier areas. Dig it out, whip

e borax solution down the gash

V@gﬂfﬁ_teﬂ thistle (SILYBUM MARIANUM)
Annual: tall and purple headed to 2.5 metres in good
as. The leaves are large, shiny, and
urs near manure piles, stock
rably fertile. It will poison
mostly avoid it

|dentification
<oil, much smaller in poor are

mottled with white veins. It mostly occ

rds, streams and other damp places, prefe
stock, though unless stressed for fo d they
\ariegated thistle consu mption can lead to nitrate poisoning, weak
limbs, convulsions, and finally death.

tissima)
n China and planted on
.d. It grows to 20 metres

bark, feathery tips with
flowers which

B 2
TREE OF HEAVEN (Ailanthus al
originally frof
covere
1, brown
{ tiny grevu-while
- 1 sucker readily.

The winged seeds are

Identification Perennial:
graves so they would alw
in good soil, and has sligh
opposite leaves on young wood,
form from November 10 January.
It ean cause dermatitis and stoc
spread by the wind.

Control Don't choP thes
roots must be dug P col
fractor in large aréd™

ays be
[]I\- r(lllg!
anc
Tree of Heaver

k deaths.

e down; don't—you'll only get more! The
ground with @

npletely. Try ripping the

e —

— . sativa)
w{ 1a _ﬁ(]“
VETCH ( ,nnual climber or rambler with purple pea-

Identificatio”
shaped flowers: ,
retch 15 easily pull

Control I\lfl |I'“ i muleh.
and 1€¢

ed out or can be whippersnipped_ Stamp

on il
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WATER HYACINTH (Eichhornia crassipes)

Identification A floating, blue-flowered weed with bladder-like

“waterwings -
ive bi ical controls for water hyacinth
re are effective blologfca !
i E‘onetro:;ur'r:tzte Department of Agriculture). You can also rake it
05:: a:d useitas a high-nutrient mulch.

wi lh a ﬂeshy

-- strongly-n
. Sometimes with hgirys a?ct:fd stem, alternate dark-green shiny leaves, TREE (Rhus succedanea)
Native to South i ¢ base, and small, green to white flowers WAX r
(i, ' . tion Atall shrubto 3 metres with long, dark green leaves
Contro) W_andering jew i "'d,"”ﬂfﬁgr undersides that turn deep red in autumn. Small yellow
?pdﬂ.l'anﬂ the stem is bri‘lstl:aard dlo femove as it roots at each stem wrthei::in spring and brownish clusters of fruit in winter.
i ol n : el
"-‘”P.*__ many . ] Haall o v T e oful when chopping out the wax tree: the sap can

Y remain—on| : Be car s i
or hea.w-footed JA¥2 abrout agsin. Repeated Canx’-"ﬂikin irritations or even severe swelling in sensitive people.

‘Mulching or solarisation grazing will remove it; so will :Na”:f gloves. The main root needs to be dug up or it will re-grow.
* e
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wu___.[_)__CA—R_mT_{ Daucus carota)

Ientification  This biennial looks like a tall carrot wiy
shaped umbels of white llowers

Control  Pull it out or slash it just as it starts to flower
the seeds set. Early slashing may mean more seed
until the flowers have formed

T
neads

WILD TURNIP (Brassica spp.)

Mdentificaion  There are several wild tumips in Australi;
or biennials, with charactenstic vellow flowers on thin tough
and long pale green leaves wider at the bases. Introduc:
Europe they are a common weed in overgrazed or dist
and along the road where seeds have dropped from passi
or hay trucks

Control Wild tumnip taproots are long and tough, some
tuberous, and always hard to dig out They mav re-grow a
incomplete digging, and if mown they just become more wood;
It is best o mow them only if they are an aesthetic problem
Otherwise, let them live out their allotted time and slash them or

as they are selting seed so that more don't germinate. With

87ass or other cover you should then get very little growth the

SOIeR eq
hracken, stir-fried &

11
hroccoll, high yield 1

burdock root in cider 6

i
]

SEason Tis

_l1 brassica weeds are a problem in cultivated areas vou can
dig them out or mulch over them. The latter is very effective. D
bather to slash them first: just jump on them, so they lay flat enough
1o be covered with several layers of newspaper, ‘then pile on
least 10 cm of mulch Re-apply paper to any sharp bits that break
through. Leave this mulch for a month before planting,
ba:msslca weeds (brought in with a load of hay) used to be
mickp:ﬂ;:n in one of my gardens. but one muvlchtng and then

18 Was enough 1o solve the problem.

WOOD SORREL, see OXALIS
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