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Introduction

Remember the Golden Age?

Where were you in the 1960s? If you were a teenaged ‘‘hippie’’ you
may have been strumming your guitar on a street in San Francisco. If you
were a “‘beatnik’’ you may have been reading your poetry in a coffee shop
in Venice, California. But if you were already a true Fortean (a follower
of the 1920s author Charles Fort) you were probably slogging through a
forest in Oregon, searching for the legendary Bigfoot, or sitting in the
dark murk around Loch Ness in Scotland, waiting for Nessie to lift his
saurian head above the waters. If “flying saucers” were your bag, you
might have been lounging on a porch in Hartshorne, Oklahoma, watching
the bobbing lights float by. The 1960s were the Golden Age of Forteana
and wonderful things were happening everywhere. However, if you were
too young or too preoccupied with the anti-war movement and other
serious matters, or too zonked out on drugs in the emerging ‘‘drug
culture,”” you may have simply missed the whole age that changed our
culture forever and completely revised our way of thinking about this
planet and our universe.

Thanks to that wonderful thing known as ‘‘hindsight,”” we can now
review that long, very dramatic decade with a bit more clarity and see the
things that escaped us while we were living it. That was the decade when
we put a man on the moon, the decade that ended with the joyous
celebration called Woodstock, when everyone was altruistically con-
cerned with saving the earth and turning the human race around. Ahead
of us lay Kent State, Watergate, Spiro Agnew, double-digit inflation,
economic chaos, the collapse of the American farm and a thousand other
horrors. Later, the 70s would be called the decade of selfishness, the ‘“Me
Decade,”’ followed by the 1980s, the decade of the real estate boom and
total greed. The hippies would don button-down collars and go to work
on Wall Street. The war in Vietnam would end, not because of the angry
demonstrations and burning of draft cards, but because of ineptness high
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up in the military and the government. The age of selfishness turned into
an era of disgrace. We are still trying to recover from it.

Forteans have gone from a glorious Golden Age to a time when
curiosity and the search for knowledge is condemned and obfuscated by
a malignant conservatism. Mount Everest, once the most remote place on
earth, is now littered with tin cans and trash from a thousand expeditions.
Loch Ness is just another smelly pond. People still see blobs of light
bouncing around the skies in Oklahoma but nobody talks about them
anymore. In many quarters, nobody even cares.

End Times Blues

We are now revving up for the beginning of the end, the millennium
when everything is supposed to reach a shattering climax. This may be
the best time to take a look backwards at the Golden Age. The 1960s
began when astronomers all over the world reported seeing a mysterious
satellite circling the earth in a polar orbit (going from pole to pole). It
wasn’t from Russia or the U.S. The news media labeled it *“‘the Black
Knight”” and reported on its movements for many months. The first
astronauts and cosmonauts were ordered to look for it on their sorties into
space. But it eventually went away as mysteriously as it had appeared.

In 1960, an engineer named Tim Dinsdale also made news when he
shot a few feet of movie film of something 90-feet long swimming in Loch
Ness. Assorted experts, including the RAF, studied the images and
confirmed that there was definitely something there. It looked like the
generations-old mystery of Loch Ness was about to be solved. (It wasn’t.)

A few years later, in 1967, a young man named Roger Patterson
managed to take a short movie of a hairy humanoid in the northwest...the
first and only film strip of the legendary Bigfoot. Scientists are still
arguing over its authenticity.

Exciting things were happening on every level of society. Martin
Luther King was leading the long-overdue Civil Rights Movement. A
band of bright young lady writers started the Feminist Movement...al-
though, according to screenwriter Nora Ephron, their main accomplish-
ment seems to have been the re-invention of the ‘‘Dutch treat.”’ Con-
sciousness Raising became the war cry for the entire younger generation.
The Beatles changed the course of popular music then went off to India
to find a Guru who might help them find themselves. A sexual revolution
caused us to cast off the restraints of centuries of Blue Nose repression.
Bloodier revolutions took place all over the world, from China to France
and throughout Africa. A great wave of change swept the whole planet.
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There were scores of political assassinations even while millions of people
experienced religious rebirth. It was almost as if some mysterious force
was embracing all of us and changing everything.

'From 1964 to 1968, strange lights were zipping around the skies of
every country, generating wonder and leading whole populations to
consider cosmic things they had never even thought about before. Two
major countries, the Soviet Union and the United States, embarked on a
very expensive—and ultimately futile—search for extraterrestrial life.
Dr. Carl Sagan and his cronies founded the shaky science of exobiol-
ogy...the study of life on other planets. Without any actual samples to
examine, it was a very difficult science, indeed, but a very profitable one.

By the end of the decade, a brand-new ‘“New Age’’ blossomed. In the
early 1970s, millions of people were reconsidering their souls as they
toyed with crystals, Tarot cards and meditation mantras. Major universi-
ties were offering courses on witchcraft, UFOs and shamanism. The
newsstands were glutted with New Age publications. Astrologers were
peddling their books for $2,000,000 advances. It looked as if the excite-
ment and intellectual titillation of the 1960s was paying off, that the human
race was changing subtly for the better. How wrong we were! But we tried
again in the mid-1980s when still another “New Age’’ took place. Spirit
mediums became ‘‘channellers’ and an almost unlimited number of new
conspiracies and evil plots were introduced into the battered public
consciousness by assorted cranks and delusionary types.

A Thousand Trojan Horses

It took four years to research and write this book back in the 1960s.
I had to travel all over the United States, interview hundreds of people in
person and thousands of others by mail and telephone. It was necessary
to locate and study countless books, old magazines and obscure newslet-
ters in a massive and very expensive effort to find out what was really
going on. Twenty years of controversy and nonsense generated by science
fiction writers and Hollywood scenarists had yielded no results at all. The
whole subject had, in fact, been totally misrepresented by both the
untrained and uninformed UFO advocates and the various governmental
agencies that had been sucked unwillingly into the fray. The hard facts
were buried in a sea of insane polemics. Sorting it all out drove me to the
brink of bankruptcy.

A major publisher, G. P. Putnam’s, cleverly scheduled the publica-
tion date of Operation Trojan Horse (OTH) to coincide with the great
stock market crash of May 1970.
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Not only had the general public lost interest in the subject after the
awesome waves of the 1960s, they were now too broke to buy the book!

All over the world, hack writers sharpened their pencils, though, and
stole from OTH as if the copyright laws did not exist. It became one of
the most quoted and most plagiarized books in the field. In addition, many
of the people drawn into the New Age of the early 1970s were reaching
conclusions identical to my own. The great flying saucer mystery that had
been whipped up by Ray Palmer, Richard Shaver (Chapter Two) and their
associates in the 1940s had now been solved and explained to the
satisfaction of millions around the world. Thousands of learned articles
and books would follow. The UFO cults would diminish in size in the
early 1970s until no one was left except for a very small group who built
their dark, paranoid personal worlds around the semi-religious concepts
of the contactees of the 1950s and, later, the abductees of the 1980s.

Young academics and fledgling scientists filled the libraries with new
books expanding upon the things discussed in Operation Trojan Horse.
The surviving hard-core UFO cultists (there are fewer than 1,000 in the
U.S.) responded by simply ignoring this vast literature and making fools
of themselves on the tabloid television shows by promoting their now-
archaic extraterrestrial theologies. When all else failed, they desperately
concocted shameful hoaxes, doctored photographs, tales of crashed sau-
cers and endless, mindless feuds and teacup tempests.

When you read this book keep in mind the simple fact that American
ufology is based upon psychological factors that have been well under-
stood for thousands of years and which have led the human race into many
dreary Dark Ages. As this shell-shocked century draws to a close we are
not confronting some splendid extraterrestrial civilization. We are facing
ourselves.

John A. Keel
New York City
1996



Foreword

Any appraisal of the “flying saucer mystery’’ must be all inclusive
and must attempt a study of the apparent hoaxes, as well as an examination
of the many events now generally accepted as being totally authentic. The
data must be reviewed quantitatively, no matter how arduous the task
becomes. There is a natural tendency to concentrate on only those facets
which seem most interesting, or which seem to provide the best evidence.
The phenomenon of unidentified flying objects is a gigantic iceberg, and
the truly important aspects are hidden far beneath the surface. Nearly all
of the UFO literature of the past twenty years has leaned toward the trivia,
the random sightings which are actually irrelevant to the whole, and to
the meaningless side issues of government policy, dissection of personali-
ties, and the conflicts which have arisen within the various factions of the
UFO cultists.

For the past four years I have worked full time, seven days a week,
without a vacation, to investigate and research UFO events in total depth,
hacking my way systematically through all of the myths and beliefs which
surround this fascinating subject. This book is a summation of that effort.
The original manuscript was more than 2,000 pages long. It has been
boiled down and carefully edited to its present length. In the process, a
good deal of documentation and many details have been deleted or heavily
condensed. I had hoped to include full acknowledgment of my many
sources and of the many people who helped me in this task. But that
proved to be impossible.

More than 2,000 books were reviewed in the course of this study, in
addition to uncounted thousands of magazines, newsletters, and newspa-
pers. Since it is not feasible to list them all, I have included a selected
bibliography, listing those works which proved to be the most valid and
useful. Very few of these books deal with the subject of flying saucers
directly. History, psychiatry, religion, and the occult have proven to be
far more important to an understanding of the whole than the many books
which simply recount the endless sightings of aerial anomalies.

I have tried to apply the standard rules of scholarship wherever
possible, going directly to the original sources in most cases instead of
relying upon the distilled and often distorted versions of these events
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which were later published in various media. This involved tracking down
and interviewing, either by phone or in person, the people who had the
experiences or, at least, conferring with the investigators who personally
checked into some cases and were able to supply taped interviews with
the witnesses and other documentation. In the earlier, historical cases I
have tried to accumulate at least three independent published citations for
each event. Many possibly important events were rejected simply because
it proved impossible to uncover satisfactory documentation.

My files include thousands of letters, affidavits, and other materials
encompassing many unpublished cases which correlated with and con-
firmed the events and conclusions discussed in this book. Numerous other
researchers around the world have confirmed may findings through events
in their own areas.

The real problems hidden behind the UFO phenomenon are stagger-
ing and so complex that they will seem almost incomprehensible at first.
The popular beliefs and speculations are largely founded upon biased
reporting, gross misinterpretations, and the inability to see beyond the
limits of any one of many frames of reference. Cunning techniques of
deception and psychological warfare have been employed by the UFO
source to keep us confused and skeptical. Man’s tendency to create a deep
and inflexible belief on the basis of little or no evidence has been
exploited. These beliefs have created tunnel vision and blinded many to
the real nature of the phenomenon, making it necessary for me to examine
and analyze many of these beliefs in this text.

Some readers will be offended and enraged by what I have to say and
how I have chosen to say it. It is not my intention to attack any belief or
frame of reference. Rather, I have tried to demonstrate how all of these
things blend together into a larger whole.

John A. Keel
New York City
1969



One

The Secret War

On Wednesday, October 5, 1960, a formation of unidentified flying
objects was picked up on the sophisticated computerized radar screens of
an early-warning station at Thule, Greenland. Its exact course was quickly
charted. It appeared to be heading toward North America from the
direction of the Soviet Union. Within minutes the red telephones at
Strategic Air Command headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska, were jan-
gling, and the well-trained crews of SAC were galloping to their planes
at airfields all over the world. Atomic-bomb-laden B-52s already in the
air were circling tensely, their crews waiting for the final signal to head
for predetermined targets deep within the Soviet Union.

SAC headquarters broadcast an anxious signal to Thule for further
confirmation. There was no answer. Generals chewed on their cigars
nervously. Had Thule already been hit?

Suddenly the mysterious blips on the radar screens changed course
and disappeared. Later it was learned that “an iceberg had cut the
submarine cable’’ connecting Thule to the United States. It was a very odd
coincidence that the “‘iceberg’’ chose that precise time to strike. But the
mystery of unidentified flying objects is filled with remarkable and
seemingly unrelated coincidences.

World War III did not start that day. But it might have. Weeks later,
when news of the enigmatic radar signals leaked out, three Labor
members of the British House of Commons, Mr. Emrys-Hughes, Mrs.
Hart and Mr. Swingler, stood up and demanded an explanation. The U.S.
Air Force replied that the radar signals had actually bounced off the moon
and had been misinterpreted. The story appeared in the Guardian, a
leading newspaper in Manchester, England, on November 30, and a week
later it was buried on page 71 of the New York Times.

Could modern military radar really convert the moon into a formation
of flying saucers? I have excellent reasons for doubting it. In May 1967,
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I toured a secret radar installation in New Jersey at the Air Force’s own
invitation, and I was extremely impressed by the complexity and effi-
ciency of the equipment there. By pressing a few buttons, the radar
operators can not only instantly detect every aircraft within range, but
giant computers also provide complete and instant information on the
speed, altitude, direction and ETA (estimated time of arrival) of each
plane. Even the aircraft’s flight number appears on the radar screen!
Unknown objects can be immediately picked out in the maze of air traffic,
and a routine procedure is followed to identify them quickly. If these
procedures fail, jet fighters are scrambled to take a look. It is improbable,
if not impossible altogether, for the moon or any other distant celestial
object to fool this elaborate system.

There have been frequent radar sightings of UFOs for the past twenty
years, not only on military radar but on the sets of weather bureaus and
airports. Often in these cases ground witnesses have also reported seeing
the objects visually. When the Federal Aviation Agency tower at the
Greensboro-High Point Airport in Greensboro, North Carolina, picked up
an unidentified flying object early on the morning of July 27, 1966,
several police officers in the High Point-Randolph County area also
reported seeing unidentifiable objects buzzing the vicinity. They said the
objects appeared to be at an altitude of 500 feet and described them as
being round, brilliant red-green, and appeared to be emitting flashes of
light.

The government’s official position toward flying saucers has been
totally negative since 1953, although a great deal of attention has been
paid to the subject behind the scenes. Obviously any phenomenon that
could possibly trigger World War III accidentally has to be taken seri-
ously.

An extensive flying saucer ‘“‘flap’’ (numerous sightings occurring
simultaneously in many widely scattered areas) broke in March 1966, and
the then-Secretary of Defense, Robert S. McNamara, had been well
briefed by the Air Force before the subject was interjected into a hearing
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee on March 30, 1966. Repre-
sentative Cornelius E. Gallagher of New Jersey, a state where scores of
UFO sightings had been reported that month, asked Secretary McNamara
if he thought there was “‘anything at all”’ to the flying saucer mystery.

“I think not,”” McNamara replied. “‘I have talked to the Secretary of
the Air Force and the Air Force Director of Research and Engineering,
and neither of them places any credence in the reports we have received
to date.”
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Ironically, at 8 A.M. that very day, C. Phillip Lambert and Donny
Russell Rose, both stable men with good reputations, were driving to
work outside of Charleston, South Carolina, when they reportedly noticed
a strange circular object spinning in the clear sky above the Southern
Trucking Company terminal on Meeting Street Road. They stopped their
car and watched the object for about eight minutes.

“It looked like a sterling-silver disk,”” Lambert said. ‘It was about
fourteen feet tall and twenty feet in diameter. We just happened to look
up into the sky; it was such a pretty day. I know we saw it; we were both
wide awake, and neither of us drinks.”

A veteran of eight years in the airborne infantry, Lambert estimated
that the object was 800 or 900 feet above the ground when they first saw
it. It appeared to be spinning rapidly and was constantly shifting from one
position to another.

This was what ufologists call a Type I sighting—a low-level object
observed and reported by reliable witnesses. March 30, 1966, was a flap
date, and local newspapers from coast to coast carried dozens of other
Type I sightings that day. Many of them involved police officers, pilots
and other above-average witnesses. Weeks later, when all of the clippings
and reports for that day had been collected by the author, we found that
extensive sightings had also been reported in the following states: Michi-
gan, New York (Long Island), Ohio, New Jersey, Wisconsin, lowa, and
other sections of South Carolina. This was a typical minor flap, and like
most flaps, it received no national publicity, and none of the sightings was
published outside of its place of origin.

While all of this was going on, Secretary McNamara was blithely
repeating the long-established Air Force line behind the closed doors at
the House hearing.

“People are beginning to attach significance to this matter,”” Repre-
sentative Gallagher told the Secretary that day.

“There is no indication that they are anything other than illusions,”
McNamara responded blandly.

How do you suppose those two men in South Carolina responded
when they read that statement? For years now thousands of witnesses have
been reacting with anger and bewilderment to the official pronouncements
and explanations. The governmental attitude has succeeded in maintaining
skepticism among those who have never seen a UFO and has helped foster
the general disinterest of the press in the subject. As a result, most of the
reported UFO activity has gone unnoticed, and the alarming scope of the
phenomenon is unknown except to the relatively small handful of organi-
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zations and individuals who have tried to keep tabs on the sightings.

When 1 first decided to look into these matters in March 1966, 1
subscribed to several newspaper clipping services, and I was stunned by
the results. I often received as many as 150 clippings for a single day! My
immediate reaction, of course, was one of disbelief. I thought that all of
the newspapers in the country had thrown objectivity out the window and
were participating in some kind of gigantic put-on. It seemed impossible
that so many unidentifiable things were flying around our sacred skies
without being seriously noticed by both the military and the scientific
community.

Reliability of Reports

My firsttask, therefore, was to determine just how reliable all of these
reports were. I began by placing frequent long-distance calls to the
reporters and editors of some of the newspapers that seemed to be carrying
UFO stories week after week. Not only did they sound like reasonable
people, but they all assured me that they were only publishing the more
interesting or best-validated stories that were being reported to them.
Many were concentrating only on those sightings reported by police
officers and local officials. It quickly became clear that literally thousands
of sightings were being reported by ordinary citizens but were going
completely unpublished. The published sightings represented only a
fraction of the whole!

I also called many of the witnesses in the published accounts and
learned, to my further dismay, that the newspaper stories had only
outlined a part of their total experiences. Some of them claimed the objects
had pursued their cars, had landed briefly beside the road near them, or
had even reappeared later over their homes. Innumerable witnesses
complained that their eyes had become red and swollen after their sighting
and had remained that way for days afterward. Others said they had
experienced peculiar tingling sensations or waves of heat as the objects
passed over. I must admit that I experienced an emotional reaction to all
of this at first, trying to convince myself that the phenomenon was more
hysterical in nature than physical, but the more I heard the more I was
forced to realize that all of these people were coming up with the same
incredible details.

It became apparent that the only way to properly investigate this
situation was to travel to the various flap areas personally and interview
the witnesses in depth, applying the standard journalistic techniques that
I had learned from being a reporter and writer for two long decades. So
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in the spring of 1966 I began a long series of treks that eventually took
me through twenty states, where I interviewed thousands of people,
hundreds of them in depth. Occasionally I encountered a publicity seeker
or an outright liar like an aspiring science fiction writer in Maryland
named Thomas Monteleone, but such people were easy to spot. The
majority of the people I met were ordinary, honest human beings. Many
were reluctant to discuss their experiences with me at all until I had won
their confidence and assured them that I was not going to ridicule or
slander them. Some had had such unusual and unbelievable sightings that
they were afraid to recount them until they were certain that I would give
them a sincere hearing. In my typical reporter fashion I only extracted
information and gave little or none in return. I seldom let the witnesses
know that other people in other sections of the country had told me
identical stories which seemed to corroborate their own experiences. The
details of many of these stories were unpublished and unknown to even
hard-core UFO buffs. By maintaining this secrecy, I was able to make
unique correlations that might not otherwise have been possible.

As I traveled, I naturally visited local newspapers and spent time with
the editors and reporters who had been handling the UFO reports in their
areas. They were all competent newsmen, many with years of experience
behind them, and when I met the witnesses whose stories they had written
and published, I realized what a skillful and objective job they had done.
So I developed a new respect for the clippings that were pouring into my
mailbox. Most newspaper stories were reliable sources for basic informa-
tion.

Likewise, I found that most of the material being published by the
various civilian UFO organizations had been carefully sifted and investi-
gated to the best of their ability, even though some of these organizations
did tend to over interpret their material, over speculate, and add the
coloring of their own beliefs. They also had an exasperating tendency to
delete reported details that they felt were objectionable or detracted from
their “‘cause.”

Sadly, this is even more true today than it was in the 1960s. The few
remaining UFO groups have become cults with strong religious over-
tones, far more concerned with their petty feuds and vendettas than with
the UFOs themselves. However, the witnesses, I concluded, have been
giving honest descriptions of what they have seen, and their local
newspapers have been giving objective accounts of what they reported.
The nature and the meaning of what they saw is another matter. And the
answer could not be found in newspaper clippings. However, it was
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possible that those clippings could supply some broad data about the
overall phenomenon. None of the UFO organizations had made any effort
at all to extract such data. The U.S. Air Force had tried in the early 1950s
but had apparently given up in despair. So my next job was to translate
the seemingly random clippings and reports of investigated cases into
some form of statistical information.

Patterns in the Phenomenon

More than 10,000 clippings and reports reached me in 1966 (in
contrast with the 1,060 reports allegedly received by the Air Force during
that same period). I had checked out many of these cases personally and
had become convinced of their validity. Throughout 1967, I devoted my
spare time to sorting this great mass of material, categorizing it, and
boiling it down into valid statistical form. It was an enormous job, and I
had to do it alone. I threw out most of the “lights in the sky’’ types of
reports and concentrated on the Type I cases. I obtained astronomical data
on meteors, etc., for the year, and from the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration I obtained information on all of the year’s rocket
launches. By checking the UFO reports against this data, I was able to sift
out the possible or probable misinterpretations that were bound to occur.

My first interest was to uncover whatever patterns or cycles that might
exist in the flap dates. I ended up with two files: one containing the Type
I sightings (730 in all, or 7.3 percent of the total); and the other, the best
of the Type II sightings (high-altitude objects performing in a controlled
manner and distinct from normal aircraft and natural phenomena). There
were 2,600 reports in the second group. Thus I was working with 33.3
percent of the total. (Radio and TV surveys that rule the industry work on
a far smaller sampling, claiming that a survey of 1,500 TV viewers
represents the viewing habits of the whole country.)

As soon as I had organized the sightings by dates, the first significant
pattern became apparent. This was that sightings tended to collect around
specific days of the week. Wednesday had the greatest number of sight-
ings, and these were usually reported between the hours of 8 to 11 P.M.

Day Percentage of Total Reports
Wednesday 20.5
Thursday 17.5
Friday 155

Saturday 15.0
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Monday 13.5
Sunday _ 11.0
Tuesday 7.0

Of the sampling used, .5 percent were not dated.

If the UFO phenomenon had a purely psychological basis, then there
should be more sightings on Saturday night when more people are out of
doors, traveling to and from entertainments, etc. Instead we find that the
greatest number of sightings are reported on Wednesday, and then they
slowly taper off through the rest of week. The lowest number occurs on
Tuesday. This inexplicable ‘“Wednesday phenomenon” proved very valid
and was repeated throughout 1967 and 1968. It was later found to be
valid, with minor variations, in other countries.

This does not mean that flying saucers are out in force every
Wednesday night. But when there is a large flap, it nearly always takes
place on Wednesday. The one notable exception is the flap of August 16,
1966, a Tuesday night, in which thousands of people in five states
witnessed unusual aerial phenomena.

By carefully studying the geographical locations of the reported
sightings during these flaps, we came upon another puzzling factor. The
reports seemed to cluster within the boundaries of specific states. For
example, during the flap of August 16 there were hundreds of sightings
in Arkansas. These seemed to be concentrated into two belts which ran
the length of the state from north to south. Yet we did not receive a single
report from the neighboring states of Oklahoma, Mississippi, Tennessee,
or Louisiana that night. Minnesota and Wisconsin, both far to the north
of Arkansas, participated in that same flap. But the majority of the
sightings seemed to be concentrated in Minnesota, and the UFOs seemed
to confine their activities within the political boundaries of that state, too.
Random sightings were also reported in distant New Jersey that night, and
a few sightings were reported in South Dakota, right on the border with
Minnesota.

Certainly if the UFOs were meteors or other natural phenomena, they
would also be reported in adjoining states. Cross-state sightings are not as
common as the skeptics would like to believe. In addition, the objects
often linger for hours in one area. At Fort Smith, Arkansas, newsman
John Garner took his KFSA microphone into the streets and broadcast a
description of the strange multicolored lights that cavorted over the city
for hours as great crowds of people watched. Another newsman, Ken
Bock of KDRS, Paragould, Arkansas, did the same that night.
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In my studies of several other flaps I have discovered this same
baffling geographical factor. If the UFOs are actually machines of some
sort, their pilots seem to be familiar not only with our calendar but also
with the political boundaries of our states. They not only concentrate their
activities on Wednesday nights, they also carefully explore our states
methodically from border to border.

Does this sound like the work of Martians or extraterrestrial strang-
ers? Or does it sound like the work of someone who is using our maps
and our calendars and may, therefore, know a great deal about us, even
though we know little about “‘them”?

The skeptics try to explain away the published UFO stories by saying
that a mass hysteria builds up in flap areas and that everyone starts seeing
the things once a few reports have been published. This is patently untrue.
Nearly all the published reports of flap dates appear on the same day.
There is no time lag, no building up of reports. Random individuals in
widely separated areas all apparently see unidentifiable objects on the
same night and dutifully report their observations to their local police or
newspapers, seldom realizing that anyone else has seen something that
night. The next day the newspapers in several areas, or even several
different states, carry the reports. The flap has come and gone in a single
day. Even then, people reading the Arkansas Gazette never learn that
other papers in other states have been filled with UFO accounts on that
same day. Most UFO buffs, who depend upon one another and assorted
friends for clippings, are never aware of the full extent of the flap. With
the exception of the North American Newspaper Alliance, no news
service assigns men to keep track of these things and tabulate them. So
while an occasional sighting may be sent out by a wire service, data on
the overall situation are simply not available.

Anatomy of a Flap

In March-April 1967, the published UFO sightings outstripped all
previous years. I received more than 2,000 clippings and reports in March
alone and was able to investigate many of them firsthand. Yet the major
news media ignored this flap, perhaps because none of the editors realized
it was happening. Instead of the mythical censorship so lovingly ex-
pounded in some cultist circles, we have a lack of communication and a
complete lack of research. The indifference so long fostered by the official
government position has resulted in a general indifference.

The biggest flap in March 1967 occurred on Wednesday, March 8.
Let’s review briefly some of the sightings reported on that day:
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1. Minnesota: “‘A strange object in the sky hovering around above our
homes here is giving some of us folks the shivers. It’s becoming such a
mysterious light or flying saucer that we can almost work our imagina-
tions into seeing it land some green men from outer space into our
backyard. The thing moves with a gliding motion with brilliant light and
sometimes just hovering and sometimes moving with utmost speed. It
appears each night at 8 o’clock and stays for about one hour before it fades
away.”” (Floodwood, Minnesota, Rural Forum, March 9, 1967.)

2. Michigan: ‘“Police said they received eight reports that a UFO
hovered over Liggett School about 8 P.M. Wednesday.” The Air Force
and Grosse Pointe Woods police were investigating reports of a ‘‘burning
orange oval” that had been photographed by two persons that week.
“There was definitely something out there,”’ said Major Raymond Nyls,
Selfridge Air Force Base operations officer. ‘“Too many people saw it.”
(Detroit, Michigan, Free Press, March 11, 1967.)

3. Oklahoma: At 8:45 P.M. on Wednesday night Mrs. Homer Smith
stepped onto her back porch and “‘was astounded to see a twirling object
with colored lights”’ going over Ninth Street headed south. She called her
ten-year-old son, and he saw it, too. She said the UFO was traveling and
twirling so fast that it was difficult to count the lights on it, but they were
colored, and what she believed to be the rear of the ship had what looked
like “spits of fire coming from it.”” (Henryetta, Oklahoma, Daily Free
Lance, March 19, 1967.)

4. Arkansas: Mrs. Ned Warnock of Brinkley, Arkansas, viewed an
object from her kitchen window that night. ‘It was a reddish orange,” she
said. “And it changed to a silver-white color just before it took off. It was
round and pretty large. It was real low but gained height and speed as it
took off. It was moving too fast for a star.”” She alerted her neighbors,
Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Folkerts, and they also saw the object. (Clarendon,
Arkansas, The Monroe County Sun, March 16, 1967.)

5. Maryland: Two residents and a police officer observed an object
that appeared circular, with “‘a shiny gold bottom.”” When it hovered, the
top glowed red. It flew an oval-shaped path, going back and forth from
Fort Meade to Laurel three times before taking off. (Laurel, Maryland,
Prince George’s County News, March 16, 1967.)

6. Montana: Mr. Richard Haagland of Stevensville, Montana, re-
ported to the Missoula County sheriff’s office that he had seen a circular
flying object which ‘“‘dropped three balls of fire before disappearing at
8:20 P.M. Wednesday night.”” (Missoula, Montana, Missoulian-Sentinel,
March 9, 1967.)
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7. Montana: ‘“‘Many people have seen unidentified flying objects in
the Ekalaka, Lame Jones, and Willard areas. The report is that they seem
to hover about a mile from the ground, ‘fly’ up and down, or in any
direction that seems to pleasure them. They are lit up with red and green
lights and are apt to be seen in the early night.

“The report to the Times office by Mrs. Harry Hanson of Willard
relates that Stanley Ketchum has seen them at what seems to be a closer
range than most, and any attempt at trying to get close to them makes them
literally disappear into thin air.” (Baker, Montana, Fallon County Times,
March 9, 1967.)

8. Missouri: Mr. J. Sloan Muir of Caledonia, Missouri, observed a
flashing light from his kitchen window at 7:15 P.M. last Wednesday and
called his wife. They said it was ‘‘a shiny, metal, oblong globe, shaped
something like a watermelon. Around the perimeter were many beautiful
multicolored lights—green and red mostly, but also white, blue, and
yellow, running into orange.”” They estimated that it was about 35 feet
long and said they watched it for fifteen or twenty minutes before it flew
out of sight. (Bardstown, Kentucky, Kentucky Standard, March 16,
1967.)

9. Missouri: “In the past two-and-one-half weeks 75 to 100 persons
have reported sightings in the Osage Beach and Linn Creek areas.”
(Versailles, Missouri, Versailles Leader-Statesman, March 16, 1967.)

10. Missouri: Mrs. Phyllis Rowles of Bunceton, Missouri, reported
seeing a multicolored object at 8 P.M., Wednesday. She described it as
having flashing blue, green and white lights. It hovered for two hours,
moving in an up-and-down motion. Many others in the area had similar
sightings, including Leo Case, a newsman for station KRMS. (Boonville,
Missouri, Daily News, March 9, 1967.)

11. Illinois: Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Davis were driving on Route 30
around noon when ‘‘they saw a beam of light come from a wide-open area
south of them.”” They stopped and observed a strange object for three or
four minutes. ‘It was very brilliant,” Mrs. Davis said. ‘““And cast a red
and blue color. It was circle-shaped. It seemed to come toward us but
gained height until it went in back of a small cloud. We watched for about
ten minutes more, but it never appeared again.”

Ronald Kolberg of Aurora, Illinois, said he and other residents of his
neighborhood ‘‘have noticed an unusual light in the sky west of their area
every night for a few months.”’ (Aurora, Illinois, Beacon-News, March
9, 1967.)

12. Illinois: Several witnesses in Pontiac, Illinois, reported sightings
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to the state police on Wednesday. They said a white light flashed
occasionally with a less frequent red light and a periodic green light. The
object appeared between 10 P.M. and midnight and moved up and down
slowly. “More than a dozen people have seen the object this week.”
(Pontiac, Illinois, Leader, March 10, 1967.)

13. Illinois: Knox County Deputy Sheriff Frank Courson and twenty
other persons watched a pulsating white and red circular object for several
hours on Wednesday night. The object resembled an upside-down bowl
and appeared to be about 2,000 feet off the ground. Deputy Courson
added that ‘“‘a similar object crossed over his car Monday as he drove
along Interstate 74 near Galesburg, Illinois, but he was scared to tell
anyone about it then.”

There were also reports of UFO sightings Wednesday night in Warren
and Henry counties, west of Galesburg. (Associated Press story, widely
circulated, March 10, 1967.)

14. Illinois: State police and scores of others watched UFOs near
Flanagan, Illinois, on Wednesday night. A state trooper named Kennedy
said he had followed the object to U.S. 51 where he met two Woodford
County deputies who had been watching it approach Minonk from the
east. The object was a brilliant bluish-white and red. (Bloomington,
Illinois, Pantagraph, March 10, 1967.)

15. Illinois: “Flying saucer reports, one of them from a veteran
policeman and pilot, flooded the Knox County sheriff’s office in Gales-
burg Thursday. Dozens of similar reports poured into police departments
in Moline, Illinois.” (Chicago, Illinois, News, March 9, 1967.)

16. Iowa: “On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday nights of last week
unidentified flying objects were reported by several persons ...including
Dr. and Mrs. W.G. Tietz, Connie Dagit and her younger brother, Jack
Chadwick, and John Kiwala. The UFOs west of Eldora were all reported
at approximately the same time nightly, at about 8:30 P.M. UFOs have
also been reported in the Steamboat Rock area.” (Eldora, Iowa, Herald-
Ledger, March 14, 1967.)

17. Iowa: A “‘saucer-shaped blue light”” was observed Wednesday
night hovering above Dam 18 north of Burlington, Iowa. Deputy Sheriff
Homer Dickson said he thought it might have been a “‘reflection of a
spotlight on the ice.” ‘“Wednesday’s sighting was the latest of several
reported in the Burlington area the past two weeks.” (Burlington, Iowa,
newspaper. Name obliterated. March 9, 1967.)

18. Iowa: Mrs. L. E. Koppenhaver reported seeing ‘““a big red ball”’
sailing over her house at 9:45 P.M., Wednesday. ‘“You know how the
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setting sun gets a red glow on it?”’ she said. “Well, that was what this
thing looked like. Only this object was very mobile, moving almost out
of sight, the bright glow diminishing to a small light. I’ve seen satellites
before, but this was nothing like them. It moved so fast and maneuvered
so quickly.” Her father, Walter Engstrom, said he also saw the same
object. (Boone, Iowa, News-Republican, March 10, 1967.)

19. Kansas: Mr. Jake Jansonius of Prairie View, Kansas, was driving
home about 10 P.M. Wednesday night ‘““‘when the sky lit up and a bright
blue object of some kind appeared.”” While he was watching it, it shot
straight up in the air, and half of it turned fiery red as “‘three blazing tails
reached toward the ground.’” It moved to the west and then dropped down,
out of his line of vision. He drove a short distance when ‘‘the sky lit up
poof in one big flash, and immediately ahead of me the saucer-shaped
object began to spread apart—one half still blue, the other fiery red. As
the distance widened between the two parts, a connecting band which
appeared to be about one and a half feet thick formed, and while I
watched, the object broke up and disappeared in a flash.” (Phillipsburg,
Kansas, Review, March 16, 1967.)

20. Kansas: Several police officers in Marion, Kansas, watched an
unidentified flying object Wednesday night between 8:00 and 8:30 P.M.
Marion police dispatcher Sterling Frame and others viewed it through
binoculars and stated it changed color: red, green and yellow. “They all
agree they saw it. There’s no question about that.”” (Marion, Kansas,
Marion County Record, March 9, 1967.)

21. Kansas: “Around 9:00 Wednesday night, several Towanda youths
were parked along the road northwest of town when they observed
revolving red, white and blue lights flashing in the sky above the Wilson
field in the vicinity of a city water well.”” The boys fetched City Marshal
Virgil Osborne, and he went with them to the area and viewed the lights
himself. Osborne said, ‘““The trees along the river were lighted up from
the reflection as the mysterious object moved over them.’’ A line of cars
led by Osborne followed the object as it continued its course without
changing direction or altitude until it was out of sight. (Whitewater,
Kansas, Independent, March 9, 1967.)

22. Kansas: Sheriff G. L. Sullivan and Police Chief Al Kisner
watched a hovering object for more than an hour on Wednesday evening
near Goodland, Kansas. They said the thing resembled a sphere from 12
to 14 feet long with an object attached to the bottom which appeared to
be about 12 feet in diameter. There were three lights on it—red, green
and amber.
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A Goodland policeman, Ron Weehunt, reported seeing an oval-
shaped, domed object about fifty feet long that same evening. He said it
flew over the city at moderate speed and appeared at an altitude of 1,000
to 1,500 feet. (Norton, Kansas, Telegram, March 14, 1967.)

These twenty-two reports are a mere sampling, but they provide an
idea of what happened on a single Wednesday night in March 1967. This
was not an exceptional flap. It was, in fact, a rather ordinary one, and
none of these incidents is of special interest. There were seventy-four flap
dates in 1966, many of them much larger than that of March 8, 1967.

The flap of March 8 seemed to be largely concentrated in the states
of Kansas and Illinois. In fact, much of the UFO activity in recent years
has been focused on the Midwestern states. Until the fall of 1967, a simple
pattern seems to have emerged: less densely populated areas had a higher
ratio of sightings than heavily populated sections. The Air Force discov-
ered this odd fact back in the late 1940s. If this were a purely psychologi-
cal phenomenon, then there should be more reports in the more densely
populated areas. Instead, the reverse has been true. The objects still
apparently prefer remote sectors such as hill country, deserts, forested
areas, swamplands and places where the risk of being observed is the
least. As you will note from the sample cases mentioned previously, the
majority of the sightings were made between 7:30 and 9:30 P.M. But
throughout rural America, most of the population is at home and planted
in front of the TV sets at that hour, particularly on weekday nights. In
other studies we have determined that the majority of the reported
landings occur very late at night in very isolated locales, where the
chances of being observed are very slight. In most farming areas, the
people are early risers, and therefore most of the population is in bed
before 10 P.M. It is after 10 P.M. that the unidentified flying objects cut
loose. When they do happen to be observed on the ground, it is either by
accident or design. And usually they take off the moment they have been
discovered, or they inexplicably disappear into thin air!

Already we can arrive at one disturbing conclusion based upon these
basic factors of behavior. If these lights are actually machines operated
by intelligent entities, they obviously don’t want to be caught. They come
in the dead of night, operating in areas where the risks of being observed
are slight. They pick the middle of the week for their peak activities, and
they confine themselves rather methodically to the political boundaries of
specific states at specific times. All of this smacks uneasily of a covert
military operation, a secret build-up in remote areas.

Unfortunately, it is not all this simple. The first major UFO flap in
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the Midwest took place in 1897. There’s something else going on here. If
secrecy is “‘their’ goal, then both our newspaper wire services and our
government have happily been obliging them. What are the reasons? And,
more important, what are the pitfalls? If strange unidentified flying
machines are operating freely in our midst, I wonder if we can really
accept what Secretary of Defense McNamara told the House Committee
on Foreign Affairs on March 30, 1966: “I think that every report so far
has been investigated,”” he said. ““And in every instance we have found a
more reasonable explanation than that it represents an object from outer
space or a potential threat to our security.”

The newspapers of March 9, 1967, quoted Dr. J. Allen Hynek as
dismissing a number of the March 8 sightings as being the planet Venus.
But I worry about the report of two Erie, Pennsylvania, policemen,
William Rutledge and Donald Peck, who said they watched a strange light
over Lake Erie for two hours on Wednesday, August 3, 1966. It appeared
as a bright light when they first noticed it at 4:45 A.M. It moved east,
they said, stopped, turned red, and disappeared. A moment later it
reappeared and was now a bluish white. They watched it until 6:55 A.M.
As the sun came up and dawn flooded the sky, the object ceased to be a
mere light. It became a definite silvery object, possibly metallic, and
finally it headed north toward Canada and disappeared.

Could all of these other strange lights in the sky also be silver metallic
objects when viewed in daylight? If so, then we can forget about all of the
theories of swamp gas, meteors, plasma and natural phenomena that have
been bandied about by the skeptics for the past forty years.

It took many years to collect and tabulate all the sightings of the
1960s. The great wave ran from 1964 to 1968 and involved nearly every
country on earth! Many millions of people were directly affected. Thou-
sands of photographs were taken (most of them were of meaningless
blobs). There’s no way to count the many books that were inspired by the
wave and published in every language. Innumerable songs were written
about the coming of the UFOs. Some became huge hits. Scores of
expensive motion pictures on the subject were inflicted on movie audi-
ences for years after. Flying saucers have become a part of our culture.
Several countries such as Japan, France, Great Britain, Spain and Argen-
tina, have regular glossy magazines devoted to UFOs and the many myths
and legends they have inspired. Presidents and Prime Ministers are listed
among the witnesses, along with most of the British Royal family. It is
even fashionable to be a UFO percipient today.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, a number of
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Russian scientists and military men appeared on western television to
reveal how Soviet planes have been alerted more than once when
formations of mysterious objects came over the North Pole and seemed
headed straight for Mother Russia. In the 1980s the Soviet Union
experienced a massive influx of UFOs, which included landings, appear-
ances of strange beings and all the other peculiar manifestations that
visited the U.S. decades earlier.

None of this has abated in the 1990s. There is still something out
there. It has always been there. It has driven many people bananas and
caused many nervous breakdowns and suicides. The last big U.S. wave
was in 1975 (not 1973, as some cultists contend), but there have been
many minor ones since. The real answer(s) to all this have been under our
noses for generations, but we have been too obsessed with looking for
ETs to notice.



Two

To Hell with the Answer!
What’s the Question?

At 8 P.M. on Wednesday, October 4, 1967, I was driving a rented
car along the Long Island Expressway about twenty miles outside of New
York City when I noticed a large brilliant sphere of light bouncing through
the sky on a course parallel to my own. It caught my eye because I had
seen many such lights in many places for the preceding two years. There
was something special and very familiar about the crystallike purity of its
whiteness, and it was brighter than any star in the sky. On top of it I could
make out a second light, a smaller fiercely red glow that flickered slightly
in contrast with the steadiness of the larger sphere beneath it. Although
Kennedy Airport was nearby, I knew that this was not the bright strobe
landing light of an airplane. I’ve seen many of those, too, in my travels.

When I reached Huntington, Long Island, that night, I found cars
parked along the roads and scores of people, including several police
officers, standing in the fields staring at the sky in wonder. The enigmatic
light that had “‘followed’” me was joining four others overhead. All were
low, hovering silently, slowly bobbing and weaving like illuminated
yo-yos tethered to invisible strings.

“What do you think they are?” one elderly gentleman asked me.

“I’ve never seen anything like it before,”” the man muttered, marvel-
ing that such things could be. ‘I always thought they were just so much
nonsense.”’

I nodded and got back into my car. I had a long way to go that night
and many problems on my mind. I seem to have had nothing but problems
since I got into the flying saucer business.

A few miles south of Huntington, in the tiny hamlet of Melville,
another man had problems. The night before, on October 3, 1967, Phillip
Burkhardt, an aerospace computer systems engineer who holds a bachelor
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of science degree in mathematics and a masters in philosophy, was alerted
by two teenagers, Shawn Kearns, thirteen, and Donald Burkhardt, four-
teen, his son. They called him outside his home on Roundtree Drive to
look at an odd machine hovering just above the trees a few yards away.

“It was disk-shaped,”” Burkhardt said later. ‘It was silvery or metallic
white in color and seemed to be illuminated by lights—a set of rectangu-
lar-shaped lights that blinked on and off and seemed to be revolving across
the lower portion of the object, from left to right. Another light emanated
from the top but was not blinking. There was no noise such as an engine
would make.”

The object dropped down behind the crest of a ridge, and Burkhardt
returned to his house to get a pair of binoculars. Then he and several
others set out to find the thing again. They drove to a nearby road, spotted
it and watched it as it flew out of sight. Burkhardt tried to determine if the
object was running the legally required red and green lights that even
experimental craft must display. If it did, he couldn’t see them.

After phoning the Suffolk Air Force Base in Westhampton Beach,
Long Island, and answering questions for half an hour, the scientist and
the two boys returned to the area of the sighting and examined the ground
with flashlights.

“We detected a peculiar odor,” Mr. Burkhardt noted. “It was
comparable to burning chemicals or electrical wiring and confined to the
immediate area... a sand and gravel-covered clearing.”

Because this sighting was not made public until a month later, few
people outside of the immediate vicinity lnew of it. But within days after
the incident, Mrs. Burkhardt told me, they began to receive a series of
peculiar phone calls. The phone would ring, but there would be no one
on the other end. Sometimes the phone would continue to ring even after
the receiver was picked up. Also, the Burkhardt phone bill began to show
a puzzling increase over the previous monthly average.

Melville, we might note, had frequent and inexplicable power failures
throughout 1967, as did Huntington. For Phillip Burkhardt, unidentified
flying objects are no longer a controversial subject or a matter of belief
or disbelief. He knows they exist.

How Long Has This Been Going On?

History prefers fantasy to fact. Legend endures while truth coughs up
blood, which dries and fades. We prefer to teach our children that
Christopher Columbus was a hero and have buried his glaring faults. We
choose to pass on the nonsense that the Great Chicago Fire of October 8,



28 / Operation Trojan Horse

1871, was ignited when Mrs. O‘Leary’s discontented cow kicked over a
lantern, and we forget that that fire was actually caused by a gigantic still
unexplained fireball that swept low across the skies of several states,
destroying dozens of communities and creating a kind of death and havoc
which would not be seen again until the great fire raids of World War II.*

A thousand years from now Hitler may be remembered as a somewhat
eccentric manufacturer of soap. And man’s clumsy, stiff-legged attempt
to leap into space may merely supplement the older tale of Icarus flying
too close to the sun on wings of wax.

We are more enthralled with our interpretations of great events than
with the events themselves, and we gingerly alter the facts generation after
generation until history reads the way we think it should read.

If you want to believe the fancy-ridden scribes who have painstakingly
recorded their versions of man’s long history, you may be ready to accept
the fact that unidentified flying objects have always been up there.
Certainly the histories and legends of every country and every race,
including the isolated Eskimos, are filled with stories of inexplicable
aerial happenings.

How valid is our history, and where is the point that history and myth
intermingle and become one?

Several great religions have been founded on the contents of the Holy
Bible. Millions of people have accepted it as truth—as the Gospel—for
the past 2,000 years. Yet the Bible gives us several different and
contradictory versions of the same events, including the life and death of
Christ, all purportedly written by eyewitnesses and all of them different
in many significant details. Which is the true account? The devout accept
them all. Few believers would reject the existence of Christ because of
these differences.

Unlike most UFO researchers, I have read the Bible carefully several
times. In view of what we now know-—or suspect—about flying saucers,
many of the Biblical accounts of things in the sky take on a new meaning
and even corroborate some of the things happening today. They were
given a religious interpretation in those ancient days when all natural

* In Chapter Four of his book Mysterious Fires and Lights, researcher Vincent H. Gaddis
documented the spectacular and disastrous fires that swept across lowa, Minnesota, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin and the Dakotas. Wisconsin suffered the greatest loss of life, with 1,500
deaths recorded in Green Bay alone on that horrible night. Four times as many people were killed
in Peshtigo, Wisconsin, as in Chicago.
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phenomena and all catastrophes were blamed on a Superior Being.

Today we kneel before the altar of science, and our scientific
ignorance receives the blame for what we do not know or cannot
understand. The game’s the same, only the rules have changed slightly.

We no longer run to the temple when we see a strange, unearthly
object in the sky. We run to the Air Force or to the learned astronomers.
In ancient times the priests would tell us that we had sinned, and therefore
God was showing us signs in the sky. Today our learned leaders simply
tell us that we are mistaken—or crazy—or both. The next time we see
something in the sky, we keep it to ourselves.

But the damnable things keep coming back anyway. Maybe they
never went away.

The first photograph of an unidentified flying object was taken back
in 1883 by a Mexican astronomer named Jose Bonilla. He had been
observing the sun from his observatory at Zacatecas on August 12 of that
year when he was taken aback by the sudden appearance of a long parade
of circular objects that slowly flitted across the solar disk. Altogether he
counted 143 of the things, and because his telescope was equipped with a
newfangled gadget called a camera, he shot some pictures of them. When
developed, the film showed a series of cigar- and spindle-shaped objects
which were obviously solid and noncelestial. Professor Bonilla dutifully
wrote up a scholarly report of the event filled with mathematical calcula-
tions (he estimated that the objects had actually passed over the earth at
an altitude of about 200,000 miles), attached copies of his pictures and
sent the whole thing off to the French journal L’Astronomie. His col-
leagues no doubt read it with chagrin, and because they could not explain
what he had seen, they forgot about the whole business and turned to more
fruitful pursuits—such as counting the rings of Saturn.

Five years before Professor Bonilla’s embarrassing observation, a
farmer in Texas reported seeing a large circular object pass overhead at
high speed. His name was John Martin, and when he told a reporter from
the Dennison, Texas, Daily News about it, he made history of sorts by
describing it as a ‘‘saucer.” The date of his sighting was Thursday,
January 24, 1878. His neighbors probably called him Crazy John after
that, never realizing that he was not the first, and certainly would not be
the last, to see what had been up there all along.

In April 1897, thousands of people throughout the United States were
seeing huge ‘‘airships’ over their towns and farms. Scores of witnesses
even claimed to have met and talked with the pilots. According to the New
York Herald, Monday, April 12, 1897, a news dealer in Rogers Park,
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Illinois, took two photographs of a cigar-shaped craft. “‘I had read for
some days about the airship,”” the news dealer, Walter McCann, was
quoted as saying. ‘‘But I thought it must be a fake.”

Because so many people were coming up with airship stories, and
many of them were even signing affidavits swearing to the truth of what
they had seen, newspapermen naturally turned to the greatest scientific
authority of the time, Thomas Alva Edison.

“You can take it from me that it is a pure fake,”” Edison declared on
April 22, 1897. “I have no doubt that airships will be successfully
constructed in the near future but. .. it is absolutely impossible to imagine
that a man could construct a successful airship and keep the matter a
secret. When I was young, we used to construct big colored paper
balloons, inflate them with gas, and they would float about for days. I
guess someone has been up to that fine game out west.

“Whenever an airship is made, it will not be in the form of a balloon.
It will be a mechanical contrivance, which will be raised by means of a
powerful motor, which must be made of a very light weight. At present
no one has discovered such a motor, but we never know what will happen.
We may wake up tomorrow morning and hear of some invention which
sets us all eagerly to work within a few hours, as was the case with the
Roentgen rays. Then success may come. I am not, however, figuring on
inventing an airship. I prefer to devote my time to objects which have
some commercial value. At the best, airships would only be toys.”’

Forty-one years later, however, a young man named Orson Welles
disagreed with Edison. The opening lines of his historic “War of the
Worlds” broadcast on October 30, 1938, were almost prophetic: “We
know now that in the early years of the twentieth century this world was
being watched closely by intelligences greater than man’s and yet as
mortal as his own,”” Welles’ sonorous voice declared. “We know now
that as human beings busied themselves about their various concerns they
were scrutinized and studied, perhaps almost as narrowly as a man with
a microscope might scrutinize the transient creatures that swarm and
multiply in a drop of water. With infinite complacence people went to and
fro over the earth about their little affairs, serene in the assurance of their
dominion over this small spinning fragment of solar driftwood, which by
chance or design man has inherited out of the dark mystery of time and
space. Yet across an immense ethereal gulf, minds that are to our minds
as ours are to the beasts in the jungle, intellects vast, cool, and unsympa-
thetic, regarded this earth with envious eyes and slowly and surely drew
their plans against us.”
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Until the last few years no real effort was made to dig out and examine
the many published accounts of those 1897 ““airships.”” And even now the
work is being done by a small, dedicated band of ufologists. There are
great lessons to be learned from those early incidents, and many interest-
ing clues scattered among the accounts. Ufology is just now beginning to
come into being as an inexact science, and the field is a disorganized
bedlam of egos and controversies and divergent opinions.

The most popular theory is that the flying saucers are born and bred
on some other planet and that they visit us occasionally to drink our water
and bask in our sun. But all of the available evidence and all of the patterns
indicated in the now-massive sighting data tend to negate this charming
theory.

The Lightning and the Thunder

When a bolt of lightning lashes across the sky, it exists for only a
fraction of a second, but it is often followed by a deep rumble that can
persist for several seconds. We know that the lightning produced the
thunder, and we do not separate the two. However, during the nearly fifty
years of the UFO controversy there has been a tendency to pay more
attention to the thunder than to the sightings that precipitated the noise. In
a way, the thunder has drowned out and obscured the cause. For years
scientists and skeptics questioned the reliability of the witnesses, forcing
the UFO researchers to expend inordinate effort trying to prove that the
witnesses did, indeed, see something instead of trying to ascertain exactly
what it was that was seen.

The problem was escalated by the fact that the witnesses to seemingly
solid (‘“*hard”) objects rarely produced details which could be matched
with other ‘‘hard” sightings. Thus the basic data—the descriptions of the
objects seen—were filled with puzzling contradictions that weakened
rather than supported the popular explanations and hypotheses. But there
are actually definite hidden correlations within those contradictions, and
we will be dealing with them at length in future chapters.

In Chapter 1 we outlined twenty-two typical reports. Most of these
were of luminous objects that behaved in peculiar, unnatural ways. The
great majority of all sightings throughout history have been of ‘‘soft”
luminous objects, or objects that were transparent, translucent, changed
size and shape, or appeared and disappeared suddenly. Sightings of
seemingly solid metallic objects have always been quite rare. The “‘soft”
sightings, being more numerous, comprise the real phenomenon and
deserve the most study. The scope, frequency and distribution of the
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sightings make the popular extraterrestrial (interplanetary) hypothesis
completely untenable. These important negative factors will also be
explored in depth further on.

Apparently the U.S. Air Force intelligence teams realized early in the
game (1947-49) that it would be logistically impossible for any foreign
power, Or even any extraterrestrial source, to maintain such a huge force
of flying machines in the Western Hemisphere without suffering an
accident that would expose the whole operation, or without producing
patterns which would reveal their bases. There was never any real
question about the reliability of the witnesses. Pilots, top military men,
and whole crews of ships had seen unidentified flying objects during
World War II and had submitted excellent technical reports to military
intelligence.

The real problem remained: What had these people seen? The general
behavior of the objects clearly indicated that they were paraphysical (i.e.,
not composed of solid matter). They were clocked at incredible speeds
within the atmosphere but did not produce sonic booms. They performed
impossible maneuvers that defied the laws of inertia. They appeared and
disappeared suddenly, like ghosts. Because there was no way in which
their paraphysicality could be supported and explained scientifically, the
‘Air Force specialists were obliged to settle upon an alternate hypothesis
that could be accepted by the public and the scientific community. Dr. J.
Allen Hynek, an astronomer and AF consultant, suggested the ‘‘natural
phenomena’’ explanation after finding they could successfully fit most of
the sighting descriptions into explanations of meteors, swamp gas,
weather balloons and the like, to everyone’s satisfaction—except the
original witnesses. This left them with only a small residue of inexplicable
“hard” sightings, which they shelved with a shrug.

Captain Edward Ruppelt, head of the Air Force’s Project Blue Book
in the early 1950s, wrote a book, Report on Unidentified Flying Objects,
in which he freely discussed all of this. That book, published in 1956, still
stands as the best standard reference on the subject.

The explosion of public interest in the UFO phenomenon in 1947
attracted many highly qualified professional scientists, researchers and
authors. Working independently, they quietly assessed the incoming
cvidence and slowly evolved complex theories that accounted for the
paraphysicality of the objects. Unfortunately for them, the idea of extra-
terrestrial visitants had very strong emotional appeal, and the many
amateur enthusiasts who were drawn to the subject quickly accepted the
11" hypothesis on the strength of superficial, circumstantial evidence and
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pseudoscientific speculation. (The UFO buffs have never distinguished
themselves with their intellectual prowess. Most of them are sucked into
the subject for purely emotional—repeat—emotional reasons.) Their
growing beliefs were augmented by the appearance of the “‘contactees”—
people who professed that they had actually met the UFO pilots and had
even flown to other planets aboard the objects.

Ironically, the UFO enthusiasts divided into factions over the contac-
tee issue. Some accepted the contactees totally, while others rejected such
stories and concentrated on trying to prove the reliability of witnesses and
on the search for some kind of solid physical evidence that the UFOs were
machines representing ‘‘a superior intelligence with an advanced technol-
ogy.”’ Friction between these factions increased over the years and added
to the burgeoning controversy.

In the early years the Air Force was relatively free with UFO
information, and Captain Ruppelt lent considerable support to Donald E.
Keyhoe, a retired Marine Corps major-turned-author, providing him with
many official reports for his books and magazine articles. The Pentagon
spokesman for Project Blue Book, Albert M. Chop, even went so far as
to write the cover blurb for a Keyhoe book in 1953, stating:

We in the Air Force recognize Major Keyhoe as a responsible,
accurate reporter. His long association and cooperation with the Air
Force, in our study of unidentified flying objects, qualifies him as a
leading civilian authority on this investigation.

All the sighting reports and other information he has listed have
been cleared and made available to Major Keyhoe from Air Technical
Intelligence records, at his request.

The Air Force, and its investigating agency, Project Blue Book, is
aware of Major Keyhoe’s conclusion that the *“flying saucers’’ are from
another planet. The Air Force has never denied that this possibility
exists. Some of the personnel believe that there may be some strange
natural phenomena completely unknown to us, but that if the apparently
controlled maneuvers reported by competent observers are correct, then
the only remaining explanation is the interplanetary answer.

The Man Who Invented Flying Saucers

Ruppelt’s book describes how the Air Force investigators made a
strenuous effort to fit their evidence into an extraterrestrial framework. In
January 1953, a panel of top scientists and CIA officials reviewed this
evidence and rejected it. Instead of grandly announcing that flying saucers
from another planet were visiting us, the panel suggested that the public
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be re-educated to believe that the sightings were inspired by natural
phenomena, misinterpretations of known objects, and so on. The Air
Force files were buttoned up, and an order was issued to forbid Air Force
personnel from discussing UFO data. The move inspired the cry of “UFO
censorship!” that persists to this day.

There was even division within the government on the true nature of
the phenomenon!

On the West Coast, a brilliant man named Dr. Meade Layne had
launched his own UFO study in 1947, and he was soon exploring the then
little-known contactee aspects. By 1950, he was issuing privately publish-
ed books explaining and defining the paraphysical nature of the objects
and the parapsychological elements of the contactee syndrome. The ET
believers rejected his theories and continued their fruitless search for
physical evidence.

In England, the RAF had established a wartime UFO study project in
1943 under the direction of Lieutenant General Massey, but the results of
that effort were never released. In 1944, a Chicago editor named Ray
Palmer started to publish UFO-oriented fiction in his magazine Amazing
Stories, and he was quickly inundated with thousands of letters from
people who claimed to have seen the objects or had some kind of close
experience with them. Palmer was later the cofounder of Fate magazine
and devoted his life to the subject. Captain Ruppelt even accused him of
“inventing” flying saucers. He almost certainly did. [See ‘‘The Man Who
Invented Flying Saucers,”” by John A. Keel in The Fringes of Reason,
edited by Ted Schultz, Harmony Books, 1989.]

Other thoroughgoing researchers started to move toward the para-
physical concept in the early 1950s. The British science writer Gerald
Heard published Is Another World Watching? in 1950, in which he
examined the extraterrestrial theory pro and con and postulated his ‘‘bee’
concept, suggesting that the objects might represent a mindless order
organized by some larger intelligence. Another famous English science
writer, Arthur C. Clarke, turned his attention to UFOs in 1953 and wrote
articles pointing out that the general data suggested the objects were
paraphysical and not too likely to be extraterrestrial.

If there was an actual turning point in ufology, it occurred in 1955.
‘I'hat year the “secret” was widely and repeatedly published by many
superbly qualified investigators. Many UFO students reviewed this well-
documented material and quietly abandoned the subject, feeling that the
mystery had been competently solved. A few held on until they were able
to confirm the published evidence to their own satisfaction. Then they
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dropped out, leaving a vacuum in the field that was erratically filled by
cultists and the emotionally disturbed types who were attracted more by
the cloak-and-dagger aspects arid the anarchistic possibilities of the
allegations of official censorship.

A new UFO wave over England in 1950 inspired a new RAF
investigation that was continued behind the scenes for five years. On April
24, 1955, an RAF spokesman told the press that the UFO study was
completed but that the findings would be withheld from the public because
they would only create more controversy and could not be adequately
explained without revealing ‘‘certain top secrets.”” This enigmatic state-
ment hardly satisfied anyone, but soon afterward RAF Air Marshal Lord
Dowding, the man who had directed the Battle of Britain in 1940, gave a
public lecture in which he openly discussed the paraphysical aspects of
the phenomenon and declared the UFO occupants were immortal, could
render themselves invisible to human eyes, and could even take on human
form and walk and work among us unnoticed. This was very strong stuff
in 1955, and the UFO enthusiasts didn’t quite know what to make of it.
The cultists still circulate his earlier pro-extraterrestrial statements made
before he reached the paraphysical stage.

Still another excellent British researcher and reputable author, Harold
T. Wilkins, stressed the paraphysical aspects in his 1955 book, Flying
Saucers Uncensored. In the earlier stages of his research he had concluded
that much of the evidence pointed to hostile intent, but later, as he
developed a better understanding of the paraphysical factors, he modified
this conclusion.

An astrophysicist, Morris K. Jessup, published a series of books from
1954 to 1957, filled with historical correlations and mind-bending theories
about the paraphysical side of the phenomenon. R. De Witt Miller, a
columnist for Coronet magazine, also spent years studying the subject and
drawing upon the testimony submitted by thousands of his readers. He
produced a well-documented summary of his paraphysical conclusions in
a 1955 book called You Do Take It with You. An unfortunate title,
perhaps, but the book is a fine examination of the implications of the main
phenomenon.

The U.S. Air Force made its major contribution to the subject in 1955
with the publication of Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14. This was
undoubtedly the most important single contribution to the UFO problem.
It was a statistical survey and computer study prepared for the Air Force
by the Battelle Memorial Institute, containing 240 charts and graphs
detailing the geographical distribution of sightings and other vital data. It
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was the only quantitative study ever produced by anyone. Many dismissed
Special Report No. 14 as “‘another whitewash,’’ because the basic conclu-
sion of the study was that there was no evidence of extraterrestrial origin
and no suggestion that an advanced technology was involved. When I
carried out my own statistical studies using thousands of reports from the
1960s, I was startled to discover that my findings merely verified the
material in Special Report No. 14. It was embarrassing, at first, to realize
that an objective examination of the evidence proved that the UFO
enthusiasts were wrong and the Air Force was right.

Sensible research must be dictated by this basic precept: Any accept-
able theory must offer an explanation for all the data. The paraphysical
hypothesis meets this criterion. The extraterrestrial hypothesis does not.
The UFO enthusiasts have solved this problem by selecting only those
sightings and events that seem to fit the extraterrestrial thesis. They have
rejected a major portion of the real evidence for this reason and, in many
cases, have actually suppressed (by ignoring and not publishing) events
events that point to some other conclusion. Once this process of selection
began, the problem became more confusing and the mystery more
mysterious. The UFO publications were filled with selected sightings, and
professional writers preparing books and magazine articles sifted out the
best of those sightings, unaware that a major part of the real data was
being deliberately ignored.

After the 1955 explosion of paraphysical information, ufology slipped
into a Dark Age of confusion and bewildering misrepresentation. The Air
Force paid only token attention to the phenomenon, explaining it away
successfully for years as natural phenomena. The UFO enthusiasts be-
came convinced of “‘Air Force suppression of the truth’” (which had been
started by Ray Palmer in an 1946 editorial which contended that “‘the
governments of the world” were consciously suppressing information
about the “‘arrival of space ships’’), and a considerable part of the UFO
literature published after 1955 was devoted to wild-eyed speculations
about why the government was trying to keep UFOs a secret from the
public. Because the professional writers and researchers had deserted the
subject, the general quality of UFO literature hit a new low, most of it
filled with pseudoscience and amateurish speculation. The factions within
the UFO camp spent most of their efforts on feuding and fussing with the
Air Force and with one another. There was very little actual research into
UFO matters at all between 1955 and 1966.

As part of the hype for Ruppelt’s 1956 book, the Intelligence Com-
munity in Washington, D.C. held a well-publicized symposium for four
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days in June 1956. Everybody attended: most of the top CIA officials, the
German rocket scientists who would later achieve great fame with our
NASA program, and leading aviation industrialists such as William Lear
of Lear Jets. They decided to establish a civilian UFO organization to be
called the National Investigation Committees on Aerial Phenomena (NI-
CAP). A physicist named Townsend Brown was named to head it. Charter
memberships cost $100, a great deal of money in 1956. It seemed as if
something was finally going to be done.

There are other examples of sensible researchers who tried to pene-
trate the thunder of the UFO enthusiasts and reach the lightning. In 1954,
Wilbert B. Smith, superintendent of Radio Regulations Engineering,
Department of Transport, Ottawa, Canada, became the head of a semi-
official Canadian UFO study dubbed Project Magnet. Smith had fine
credentials, and the UFO enthusiasts were thrilled with the an-
nouncement. But as the years passed, Smith began to realize that the
quickest way to the source of the problem was through a study of the
contactees. In some cases the UFO “‘entities”” had actually passed on
scientific information that Smith was able to check and confirm in his
laboratory. Toward the end of his life (he died of cancer on December 27,
1962), he gave lectures and wrote papers about what he had learned.

“I began for the first time in my life to realize the basic oneness of
the universe—science, philosophy, and all that is in it,”” he remarked in
1958. ““Substance and energy are all facets of the same jewel, and before
any one facet can be appreciated, the form of the jewel itself must be
perceived.”

As usual, the extraterrestrial believers thought their scientist had gone
crackers. They didn’t want to hear about philosophy and energy. They
wanted to discuss Venusians and the Air Force plot to hide the truth. It is
unfortunate that a large part of Smith’s papers and findings are still
unpublished and undiscussed.

Another engineer, a graduate of Yale and the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, became interested in flying saucers in 1953. Upon his
retirement in 1954, he and his wife toured the country interviewing UFO
witnesses and, inevitably, contactee claimants. His name is Bryant Reeve.
Like the rest of us he began with the hope and expectation of finding
evidence for the extraterrestrial hypothesis. He thought in the same
physical terms of all engineers and scientists. But as he plunged deeper
and deeper into this complex subject, he reached into philosophy and
metaphysics just as Smith had. Finally, in 1965, he published a book
called The Advent of the Cosmic Viewpoint. After long and careful
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investigation, he had concluded that the UFO sightings themselves were
actually irrelevant and were merely part of the larger paraphysical
phenomenon.

Kenneth Arnold, the private pilot whose sighting on June 24, 1947,
set off the first modern flying saucer scare, quietly investigated UFOs in
depth for years, and then in 1955 he, too, issued public statements
expressing his belief that the objects were actually some form of living
energy and were not necessarily marvelous spaceships.

In 1957, Ray Palmer started a new magazine called Flying Saucers.
In the early issues he titillated his readers by hinting that he knew the
secret. Then, in 1958, he published his conclusion that UFOs were not
from some other planet, offering as an alternative a complex theory about
secret civilizations with paraphysical or psychic ties to the human race.
(As early as 1949, he had editorialized that saucers were extra-dimen-
sional not extra-terrestrial.) He stubbornly stuck to his guns and published
a number of small magazines devoted largely to the psychical aspects of
the phenomenon. After a twelve-year struggle, his Flying Saucers had
managed to build up a meager readership of only 4,000 paid subscribers
and 6,000 newsstand sales despite nationwide distribution. It should be
noted that Palmer completely dominated the tiny American UFO hobby
for the first twenty years, publishing features designed to lure teenagers
into the fold and keep the subject alive during the long, dull periods. He
was a prolific writer and undoubtedly wrote more about the subject than
anyone else. However, soon after his death in 1977 he was purged from
the UFO history by the fanatical ‘“‘nuts and bolts” ET believers.

Dr. Leon Davidson, a physicist who worked on the atomic bomb
project, became interested in UFOs in the early 1950s. Because of his
status, the Air Force permitted him to view official UFO photos and
movies. Eventually he turned to investigating the bewildering contactee
cases, and his trained mind soon detected a hoax. Like other objective
researchers, he conceded that the controversial contactees were telling the
truth as they knew it. He recognized that these people were being tricked
through some hypnotic process, but he was unable to accept any para-
physical explanation. Instead, he finally evolved a theory pointing the
finger of guilt at the CIA. He speculated that the CIA was deliberately
creating these events as a diversionary tactic in the Cold War. A very
small proportion of the data did seem to fit this conclusion, but ultimately
it proved to be insupportable.

The organization launched by the CIA, NICAP, went broke in 1957
beeause Townsend Brown blew the treasury on experiments in hypotheti-
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cal UFO propulsion. Donald Keyhoe volunteered to take it over and run
it at his own expense. He quickly turned NICAP into another deranged
hobbyist cult. Ray Palmer continued as the undisputed big cheese of
American ufology, though, serving as the ruling force for over twenty
years. For many years Al Chop, an Air Force information officer, lent
his name to the board of governors of NICAP. But in 1966, he withdrew
his name, and in personal correspondence and in appearances on radio
programs he declared that he no longer accepted the idea that flying
saucers were real, physical machines. He explained the turn of mind with
the wry statement, ‘I used to believe in Santa Claus, too.”

Many other early UFO investigators, most of them far above average
in education and intellectual capacity, arrived at similar negative conclu-
sions after long and careful independent study, usually adopting Sir Victor
Goddard’s position (see below). Some, such as Dr. Donald Menzel, a
Harvard astronomer, recognized that people were seeing something and
had tried to explain the phenomenon within the restrictions of their own
scientific disciplines. Dr. Menzel argued convincingly for a mirage and
air-inversion theory.

Two authorities well known to the UFO field, Ivan T. Sanderson, a
noted biologist and anthropologist, and Dr. Jacques Vallee, a NASA
astronomer and computer expert, studied the extraterrestrial theory for
years and finally turned toward the paraphysical hypothesis.

What exactly is the paraphysical hypothesis? It is the central theme of
this book. It can best be summarized by the remarks of RAF Air Marshal
Sir Victor Goddard, KCB, CBE, MA, a very high-ranking member of the
British government. On May 3, 1969, he gave a public lecture at Caxton
Hall in London, in which he cited these main points:

That while it may be that some operators of UFO are normally the
paraphysical denizens of a planet other than Earth, there is no logical
need for this to be so. For, if the materiality of UFO is paraphysical (and
consequently normally invisible), UFO could more plausibly be
creations of an invisible world coincident with the space of our physical
Earth planet than creations in the paraphysical realms of any other
physical planet in the solar system.... Given that real UFO are
paraphysical, capable of reflecting light like ghosts; and given also that
(according to many observers) they remain visible as they change
position at ultrahigh speeds from one point to another, it follows that
those that remain visible in transition do not dematerialize for that swift
transition, and therefore, their mass must be of a diaphanous (very
diffuse) nature, and their substance relatively etheric.... The observed
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validity of this supports the paraphysical assertion and makes the
likelihood of UFO being Earth-created greater than the likelihood of
their creation on another planet.... The astral world of illusion, which
(on psychical evidence) is greatly inhabited by illusion-prone spirits, is
well known for its multifarious imaginative activities and exhortations.
Seemingly some of its denizens are eager to exemplify principalities and
powers. Others pronounce upon morality, spirituality, Deity, etc. All of
these astral exponents who invoke human consciousness may be sincere,
but many of their theses may be framed to propagate some special
phantasm, perhaps of an earlier incarnation, or to indulge an inveterate
and continuing technological urge toward materialistic progress, or
simply to astonish and disturb the gullible for the devil of it.

This speech was a blockbuster in England. In two hours, Sir Victor
summed up all that was known about UFOs, their sources and causes.
Many of those who attended gave up the subject forever. The mystery
seemed to be thoroughly solved. Unfortunately, for the unlearned and the
emotionally hamstrung, Sir Victor’s remarks were, admittedly, even
harder to believe than the claims of the various UFO cults. If you are not
familiar with the massive, well-documented occult and religious litera-
ture, his words may be incomprehensible to you. In essence, he means
that the UFO phenomenon is actually a staggering cosmic put-on: a joke
perpetrated by invisible entities who have always delighted in frightening,
confusing and misleading the human race. The activities of these entities
have been carefully recorded throughout history, and we will be leaning
heavily on those historical records in this book.

Recently the U.S. Government Printing Office issued a publication
compiled by the Library of Congress for the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research: UFOs and Related Subjects: An Annotated Bibliography. In
preparing this work, the senior bibliographer, Miss Lynn E. Catoe,
actually read thousands of UFO articles, books and publications. In her
preface to this 400-page book she states:

A large part of the available UFO literature is closely linked with
mysticism and the metaphysical. It deals with subjects like mental
telepathy, automatic writing, and invisible entities, as well as
phenomena like poltergeist manifestations and possession...Many of the
UFO reports now being published in the popular press recount alleged
incidents that are strikingly similar to demoniac possession and psychic
phenomena which has long been known to theologians and
parapsychologists.
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Dr. Edward U. Condon, the physicist who headed Colorado Univer-
sity’s Air Force-financed two-year UFO study, has been criticized be-
cause he devoted part of his time to examining the claims of the
controversial contactees. He earned the undying wrath of the cultists when
his final report was published in January 1969, and he stressed an
anti-extraterrestrial conclusion. He asserted that his scientific teams had
failed to find any evidence of extraterrestrial origin or of serious UFO
censorship on the part of the government. But both of these myths have
been implanted too deeply in the UFO literature to be killed off so easily.
The Library of Congress’ objective bibliography even had sections
devoted to news management, censorship and CIA plots. Was all of this
just another government whitewash, as the cultists contend?

In April 1969, Dr. Condon delivered a speech before the American
Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, in which he was gently derisive of
the popular UFO beliefs: ‘“‘Some UFOs may be such [extraterrestrial]
visitors, it may be postulated,” Dr. Condon said, ‘‘and some writers go
so far as to say that they actually are. To discover clear, unambiguous
evidence on this point would be a scientific discovery of the first
magnitude, one which I would be quite happy to make. We found no such
evidence, and so state in our report.... We concluded that it is not
worthwhile to carry on a continuing study of UFOs in the manner which
has been done so far: that of going out into the field to interview persons
who say they have seen something peculiar. The difficulty about using
objective means of study lies in the rarity of the apparitions, their short
duration, and the tendency of observers not to report their experience until
long after it has ended.... These difficulties led us to conclude that it is
quite unproductive of results of scientific value to study UFOs in the
traditional manner. But, contrary to popular belief, we do not rule out all
future study.

“Perhaps we need a National Magic Agency (pronounced ‘enema’)
to make a large and expensive study of all these matters, including the
future scientific study of UFOs, if any,” he concluded.

The real UFO story must encompass all of the many manifestations
being observed. It is a story of ghosts and phantoms and strange mental
aberrations; of an invisible world that surrounds us and occasionally
engulfs us; of prophets and prophecies, and gods and demons. It is a world
of illusion and hallucination where the unreal seems very real, and where
reality itself is distorted by strange forces which can seemingly manipulate
space, time and physical matter—forces that are almost entirely beyond
our powers of comprehension.
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Nearly all of those who have finally come to an understanding of the
true nature of the phenomenon have quietly abandoned the subject because
they found it impossible to articulate their findings and make the incred-
ible credible. They were not silenced by the Air Force or the CIA, as the
cultists believe. They were rendered mute by the awesome and over-
whelming realization that man is not alone; that the human race is merely
a trifling part of something much bigger.

That something is at the core of all human beliefs, ranging from the
ancient myths of Greece, India and China to the modern myths of the
friendly Venusians.

Whatever “it” is, it is often inimical to the human race, and the
manifestations range from childish mischief to acts of horrifying destruc-
tion. The phenomenon has driven many people mad; but it has also
produced miraculous cures. A cosmic system of checks and balances
seems to be an actual fact. There are now well-documented cases of
people being seriously injured, even killed, by flying saucers. But there
are equally well-documented events in which the mysterious objects and
their enterprising occupants have interceded directly in human affairs and
thwarted disaster.

Many flying saucers seem to be nothing more than a disguise for some
hidden phenomenon. They are like Trojan horses descending into our
forests and farm fields, promising salvation and offering us the splendor
of some great supercivilization in the sky. But while the statuesque
long-haired ‘“Venusians’’ have been chatting benignly with isolated trav-
eling salesmen and farm wives, a multitude of shimmering lights and
metallic disks have been silently busying themselves in the forests of
Canada, the Outback country of Australia, and the swamps of Michigan.

Before we can find any answers, we must first find the right questions
to ask. We must understand the exact nature of these visitors, and of
ourselves.



Three

The World of Illusion

There have been hundreds of incidents in which electromagnetic
effects, such as the stalling of automobile engines and power failures,
have been noted and documented. Early ufologists were already aware of
the fact that electromagnetism played a large role in many UFO events.
The late Frank Scully, a reporter for Variety, wrote a contactee-oriented
book in 1950, Behind the Flying Saucers, which contained a long chapter
on electromagnetism,

Now we have enough data to properly interpret the overall meaning
of this force in the phenomenon. We will try to simplify it here, going a
step at a time, before we outline the material that verifies these conclu-
sions.

Radio beams are waves of electromagnetic energy. They vibrate at
various frequencies, and we separate them or tune them by adjusting the
length of the waves with coils and condensers. Your local radio station is
broadcasting a signal of electrical pulses, each pulse adjusted to a specific
length. When you tune your radio to the station, you move a series of
metal plates which sort out the various wavelengths and enable your radio
to pick up and amplify only the signal coming in at a certain point—or
frequency—of the electromagnetic spectrum.

Your eyes are also receivers tuned to very specific wavelengths of the
spectrum, and they turn the signals from those wavelengths into pulses,
which are fed to your brain. Your brain, in turn, is also a very sophisti-
cated, little-understood receiver, and it is tuned to wavelengths far beyond
the receiving capabilities of manufactured electronic instruments. Most
people are running around with crude biological ‘“‘crystal sets” in their
heads and are not consciously receiving any of the sophisticated signals.
However, about one-third of the world’s population possesses a more
finely tuned instrument. These people experience telepathy, prophetic
dreams and other bizarre signals from some central source. If you are one



44 / Operation Trojan Horse

of that 30 percent, you know precisely what I mean. If you belong to the
larger, ungifted two-thirds, you probably regard all this as nonsense, and
we may never be able to convince you otherwise.

Now let’s try to define this whole process.

When moving electrons pass through a wire, a small magnetic field
is created around the wire. If the current fluctuates, or vibrates, this
fluctuation will also appear in the magnetic field. A voice speaking
through a telephone mouthpiece (or microphone) causes the current
flowing through the phone to fluctuate, or oscillate. Your voice thus
causes a flow of electrons to vibrate. At the other end, a magnet in the
receiver responds to this fluctuation, and the minute vibrations are
magnified. A thin piece of metal in the earpiece is vibrated in turn by the
magnet, and these vibrations oscillate the air in the form of sound waves,
which can be sensed by your ears and auditory system.

Technicians are undoubtedly gnashing their teeth over my explana-
tions here, but again, I am trying to oversimplify these things. It is
necessary to understand elemental electronics before we can move on to
our next point.

Your voice causes the electricity in your telephone to vibrate at a very
specific frequency. When that metal plate (diaphragm) at the other end
responds to the magnet, it vibrates at this same frequency and duplicates
your voice almost exactly. A part of you—your individual voice—has
been transformed into electrical waves, transferred to a distant point, and
then reassembled into sound waves that duplicate exactly every inflection
and nuance in your voice. This is a very primitive form of teleportation.

The wire carrying your voice is surrounded by a magnetic field that
is also vibrating at your own personal frequency. If there are, say, twenty
telephone wires on a pole, all conducting signals, we now have the
technology to tune in a device to your personal frequency and intercept
your telephone conversation instantly without cutting into any wires or
tapping any lines. In other words, a panel truck carrying the necessary
equipment need only park near a telephone pole bearing a wire hooked up
to your phone. The operator can then tune in to your line (your personal
frequency) in the same way that you tune into your favorite radio program
by adjusting a condenser which cuts out all other frequencies.

This method for tapping telephones is absolutely indetectable. It does
not produce any clicks or noises on the phone at either end. However, the
process can be reversed, and an operator can tune into the frequency of
your telephone line and talk to you by radio waves vibrating at the very
low frequency of the telephone current. Or, if he so desires, he can insert
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static, strange sounds, etc., onto your line. He can even place phone calls
through the telephone system using your line (and you will be billed for
them).

The equipment needed for this kind of tampering is most complicated
and expensive. It is highly unlikely that any ordinary practical joker would
be able to obtain and operate such equipment. But my studies, investiga-
tions and nationwide polls prove that somebody is using such equipment
or is exploiting these principles.

The telephone companies themselves now utilize high frequency radio
for long-distance telephone calls. Microwave relay towers now dot the
countryside. Telephone signals are stepped up to high-frequency radio
waves and projected from tower to tower across the country. In the past
few years there have been thousands of reports of low-level UFOs
hovering directly above these microwave relay towers. Some researchers,
such as Ivan T. Sanderson, have perused similar reports and suggested
that perhaps the objects were tapping the power from power lines and
telephone systems for their own purposes. I do not feel this is a valid
theory.

Rather, I now believe that the UFO phenomenon is primarily electro-
magnetic in origin and that it possesses the ability to adjust beams of
electromagnetic energy to any given frequency, ranging from ultrahigh-
frequencies (UHF) radio signals like those of the astronauts, to very low
frequencies (VLF) which can be picked up only by special equipment, to
very, very low frequencies identical to the magnetic fields surrounding
telephone wires or the outputs of public address systems in schools and
churches.

I also believe that this same phenomenon is flexible to an unbelievable
degree. It can create and manipulate matter through electromagnetic fields
above and below the range of our perceptions and our own technical
equipment.

The phenomenon is mostly invisible to us because it consists of energy
rather than solid earthly matter. It is guided by a great intelligence and
has concentrated itself in the areas of magnetic faults throughout history.
It makes itself visible to us from time to time by manipulating patterns of
frequency. It can take any form it desires, ranging from the shapes of
airplanes to gigantic cylindrical spaceships. It can manifest itself into
seemingly living entities ranging from little green men to awesome
one-eyed giants. But none of these configurations is its true form.

The UFO sighting data confirm this theory, but we lack the necessary
technology to prove it conclusively.
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Energy and lllusion

Any high school student of physics can tell you that our reality is an
illusion. The occultists have been saying this same thing for centuries. All
matter is composed of confined energy. Tiny moving electrons and energy
particles form atoms of varying weights and densities. These atoms are
joined together to form molecules of specific substances. They are so tiny
that the atom remained only a theory for many years. We cannot perceive
the atom but now can prove scientifically that it exists and that it is made
up of energy.

Atoms and molecules form larger structures, even though they do not
touch. If we could reduce ourselves to the size of an electron in an atom,
the next nearest atom would seem like a distant star. We are so much
larger than the atom that a collection of atoms seems to form solid matter
to us. This page seems solid to you, but it is made up of billions of atoms.
So are you. If you try to poke your finger through this page, you will tear
it. But you can easily poke your finger into a cloud of cigarette smoke
because its molecules are farther apart.

We learned to reshape molecules long ago through chemical and
physical manipulation. We can melt a bar of steel and mold it into a sword
or a plowshare. We can cut down a tree and build a chair out of it—or a
piece of paper. Such manipulations are primitive processes. But our
industries and sciences have been built around them.

Now we are beginning to learn how to manipulate energy itself. We
started by finding ways to peel electrons off atoms and release the basic
energy hidden in the atom. We naturally applied this important discovery
to melting cities and disintegrating human beings.

The chair you sit in is composed of billions and billions of molecules
made up of atoms. Each cell of your body is also composed of millions
of atoms. If the energy patterns or frequencies of the atoms of your body
were radically different from the atoms of your chair, it is conceivable
that they would intermix and you would sink right through the chair
somewhat in the same way that your finger passes through a cloud of
cigarette smoke.

Our reality is based entirely upon what we can perceive with our
physical senses. If we can touch something and feel it, we say that it is
real and exists. If we can see it, smell it, hear it and taste it, then we know
definitely that it exists. But actually you may be sensing only a small
portion of the existing universe. At this very moment you are surrounded
by a wall of electromagnetic waves from dozens of radio and television
transimitters. You cannot see or sense these waves, but you can transform
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them into movements of air with a radio receiver. You have the instru-
mentation necessary to perceive waves that exist beyond the limitations of
your sensual perceptions. There are other waves around you that you can’t
detect.

There are thousands of microscopic life forms in a drop of water. You
can’t see them, feel them or taste them because they are too small. A
teenaged boy with a cheap microscope can peer into that drop of water
and invade the privacy of those microbes. But the microbes don’t know
he is there. They swim about in their liquid environment totally unaware
that their tiny world is actually an insignificant part of a much larger, and
very different, whole.

Our world may also be part of something bigger, something beyond
our senses and abilities to comprehend.

That bigger something is undoubtedly made of energies, too. But
energies of a different frequency, forming atoms radically different from
the atoms of our own world. These energies could coexist with us and
even share the same space without our becoming acutely aware of them.

The evidence we have outlined in this book does clearly point to this
unperceived coexistence, and now we must come to terms with ““it” or
“them’” or the Great Whatzit in the sky.

Secrets of the Spectrums

For thousands of years the occultists, spiritualists and religionists have
talked about and written about auras, frequencies, vibrations and other
planes of existence. Each group developed its own complex vocabulary
for explaining and defining these things. Each tried to fit its theories into
its own particular frame of reference. Thus, these ‘‘other planes™ became
the Valhalla where worthy spirits ascend upon death. The casual browser
leafing through this mountain of literature is usually repelled by the
nonsensical terminology and the abstract theories, yet, underneath all of
the belief-ridden folderol, there lies a thread of truth that is now being
verified by the many manifestations surrounding the UFO phenomenon.

I will try to demonstrate that the UFO entities are directly related to
the entities and manifestations involved in religious miracles and spiritual
seances. There are many thousands of published messages from both the
ufonauts and the spirits, all of which employ the same techniques for
burying information deep in simple-minded descriptions about life on
other planets or other planes. One of the most important correlations is
that many of these messages have discussed in depth the existence of
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another reality that is formed by energies operating on another frequency,
or vibrationary level.

There has also been a great deal of discussion about light and rays of
light. The lore of the “‘seven rays’’ goes back to the most ancient of times.
The Bible’s Book of Revelation repeats the number seven in many ways,
and the Seven Sisters, or the Pleiades (seven stars in the sky), form an
important part of this ancient lore. The color spectrum is also most
important in the context of the overall picture painted by religion and
occultism. God and Christ are ‘“The Light” in most of this literature.

The “‘source’” has made repeated attempts to explain all of this in
terms that we might understand. On January 8, 1968, ‘“Mr. Orlon,”” of
the Ashtar Intergalactic Command, passed this message along to a
contactee: ‘““The saucers which you speak of as such are in reality the
space bodies of certain aggregates of consciousness. They exist duodi-
mensionally; that is, they penetrate both the third and fourth dimensions
simultaneously or can, if they wish, confine themselves to either one of
these. Their purpose has been, and still is, for the time being, to interlace
these two realms of consciousness which are seemingly separate. How-
ever, the time quickly comes when the veil is torn aside and what is One
is perceived as One. It is at this moment that the saucers seen by the few
will be seen by the many. It will appear that they have suddenly arrived
in your skies in great number. In reality this is untrue. For in reality they
are where they have always been, but man sees with new eyes.”

Man’s old eyes aren’t very good. We can actually see only a very
small part of the electromagnetic spectrum. Light waves are really visible
vibrations of the spectrum, somewhat akin to radio waves. The different
frequencies register as different colors on the cones in our eyes. You could
say that our visual apparatus really consists of thousands of tiny radio
receivers carefully tuned to a minute portion of the electromagnetic
spectrum. We really can’t see very much at all, but we can see enough to
cope adequately with our immediate environment.

The accompanying chart is a rough outline of the basic electromag-
netic spectrum. Cosmic rays—high-intensity, high-frequency rays of
energy that radiate throughout the universe—occupy one end of the
spectrum. They are followed by potent gamma rays, the energy forms that
do so much damage when we set off our atomic bombs. Next we have
x-rays, short waves which penetrate matter, ionize gases and cloud up
photographic film. These blend in with gamma rays on our scale.
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Ultraviolet rays come next, and they are tremendously important to
the UFO phenomenon. These are also invisible but can burn the flesh and
the eyes. A neglected part of the UFO evidence consists of the hundreds
of sightings in which the witnesses suffered all of the symptoms of klieg
conjunctivitis afterward. Actors performing on movie sets brightly illumi-
nated by arc lights sometimes experience these same symptoms. The eyes
redden, itch and feel sore. This is caused by the ultraviolet radiation (also
called actinic rays). These same rays give you a sunburn on the beach. If
youdon’tcover your eyes when lying on the sand, you can burn your eyes
from the sun’s rays.

The many cases of skin burn and conjunctivitis following nighttime
UFO sightings give absolute proof that ultraviolet waves are radiating
from some of the objects. Stars, space satellites, and other natural or
man-made aerial objects could not possibly produce this effect. I have
interviewed many people shortly after their sightings when their eyes were
still swollen and reddish from conjunctivitis. I suffered this ailment myself
after a close sighting in 1967.

Visible light is sandwiched in between -5 and -6 on our scale. This is
the only portion of the spectrum that we can see and utilize. These visible
rays are divided into the basic frequencies of blue, yellow and red. When
combined, they form white.

Beyond red there is infrared, the visible rays radiated by heat. Many
UFO witnesses have complained of feeling oppressive waves of heat, even
when the objects seemed to be many yards away. Concentrated infrared
can also hurt the eyes. Infrared rays are shorter than microwave radio
signals and longer than the waves of visible light. Man-made radio signals
are last on the scale. These range from microwaves to UHF (ultrahigh
frequencies) on one end, to VLF (very low frequencies) on the other.

The Van Allen belt, a belt of radiation circling the earth, and the
atmosphere strain out most of the cosmic rays that are constantly bom-
barding us. The ultraviolet and infrared rays of the sun penetrate this
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barrier, fortunately, and plant and animal life have adjusted to absorb and
utilize these energies.

Visible Light (Color Spectrum)

ULTRAVIOLET (Invisible)
Can burn skin and eyes.

VIOLET o UFO ENTRY FIELD
BLUE —

CYAN (Bluish Green)

GREEN —

YELLOW —

RED

MAGENTA (Purplish Red)—~4 UFO DEPARTURE FIELD

INFRARED (INVISIBLE)

HEAT WAVES

RADIO WAVES

If our eyes were tuned to see beyond the infrared rays, we could look
at a telephone microwave relay tower and see a steady stream of brilliant
reddish light pouring from it. If we were tuned in visually to the longer
radio waves, we would see ourselves bathed in multicolored light (because
of the many different frequencies), and it would be like living in the end
of a rainbow.

We are surrounded by energies we cannot see. It is possible that some
of these energies form objects, entities and even worlds that we can’t see,
either. But just because we can’t see, hear, feel or taste them doesn’t mean
that they aren’t there.

l.et’s recap this basic lesson in physics. (1) All solid matter in our
environment (or reality) is composed of energy. (2) All energies are of an
clectromagnetic nature. (3) The human eye can perceive only a very small
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portion of the electromagnetic spectrum. (4) Electromagnetic waves of
many different frequencies permeate the known universe. We live in a sea
of such radiations, and the space through which our planet travels is an
ocean of radiation.

In recent years, specially equipped satellites, and our radio telescopes,
have discovered that space is filled with infrared rays of unknown origin.
Invisible stars have now been detected with infrared devices. They are
invisible because they do not issue rays within the limited frequencies of
the visible light spectrum. Instead, their energies are being radiated in the
higher frequencies of X-rays and the lower frequencies of radio waves.
Thanks to the excellent work now being done by radio telescopes all over
the world, we are rapidly learning more about these invisible objects. It
is extremely unlikely that these radio signals are being deliberately
broadcast to us by a superior intelligence.

Somewhere in this tangled mass of electromagnetic frequencies there
lies an omnipotent intelligence, however. This intelligence is able to
manipulate energy. It can, quite literally, manipulate any kind of object
into existence on our plane. For centuries the occultists and religionists
have called this process transmutation or transmogrification. Thousands
of books have been published on this process, many of them serving as
secret texts for alchemists and sorcerers. The early occultists understood,
at least partially, that energy was the key to the whole. Because fire has
always been a basic source of energy, many of their rites centered around
candle flames and bonfires. Early religious rites involved the offering of
sacrifices by fire to the unseen gods. In Biblical times, animals were
consigned to the flames as offerings. In other cultures, human beings were
sacrificed on pyres.

Essentially, fire breaks down the molecules of the substance being
burned, freeing some of the energy contained therein and producing
intense infrared radiation.

One well-known, heavily documented type of poltergeist (noisy
ghost) manifestation produces mysterious fires. ‘‘Haunted’” houses often
burn to the ground eventually. Fires of undetermined origin erupt sud-
denly throughout UFO flap areas. Many pyromaniacs set fires because “‘a
voice” in their head told them to do so.

Although I have had neither the means nor the time to study ade-
quately and confirm this fire factor, my experiences in flap areas have led
ime to believe that the energies of these mysterious conflagrations are
being utilized by the UFO phenomenon. There may be a definite relation-
ship between the numbers of fires and the numbers of UFOs seen in a
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specific sector. A community suddenly beset with fifteen or twenty major
fires within the short span of a week or two seems to produce more UFO
sightings in that same period than a place with no fires. Either the UFOs
are somehow indirectly causing these fires, or they are directly feasting
upon the energies produced by the flames.

The Mystery of the Aura

You are a chemical machine made up of electromagnetic energy.
Your brain is actually an electrical computer connected toall parts of your
body by a wiring system of nerves. Constant chemical reactions are taking
place throughout your body. The food you eat is being burned off
continuously in the form of heat and energy. Although you can'’t see it,
your body is surrounded by self-generated fields of radiation. The
occultists have always called this radiation the aura. There have been
many people—mediums and sensitives—who have claimed that they
could actually see this human aura. Some amazing demonstrations and
tests have been performed before large groups of witnesses in which
sensitives were able to look at a stranger’s aura, and by supposedly noting
various shadings in that aura, they could accurately announce, ‘“You have
a scar on your abdomen, and there’s a black cloud over your liver. You’ve
been having liver trouble.”

Special eyeglasses have been on the market for years so that almost
anyone could see the aura. Because the human body does radiate infrared
rays, the glasses do work!

In recent years, science has begun to take the aura seriously. The
Albert Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia has been conducting
experiments with infrared devices for some time, with surprising results.
They have, for example, photographed a man’s arms and hands with the
devices before and after he smoked a cigarette. The “‘after’” shot showed
how his arms had darkened because the nicotine had constricted the blood
vessels and lowered the temperature in his limbs. Tumors and other
disorders readily show up in these thermogram photos. (See Scientific
American, February 1967.) These studies have confirmed the wild claims
of the occult aura watchers.

The Biomedical Engineering Center at Northwestern University’s
Technological Institute has also been experimenting with an ultrasound
system, which has produced similar results. A hand dipped in water
agitated by a special sound transducer device reveals blood vessels as
green, blue or orange lines. It even works with metal. A spot of defective
welding appears in varying colors, while a good weld is uniformn.
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What has the aura got to do with flying saucers? Perhaps a good deal.
Many contactees have been told that they were selected because of their
aura. Occultists have long claimed that each person is surrounded by an
aura that reveals his spiritual state. An evil person has a black aura. A
saintly type has a golden radiation. There are supposed to be blue auras,
and white ones also, all with their own meaning. Here, again, the
literature on auras is massive, and not all of it is nonsense.

A milkman was walking along a beach south of Sydney, Australia,
early one morning in the summer of 1960 when he came upon a strange
metal disk surrounded by a violet light and making a whining sound. Two
men suddenly appeared, both dressed in space suits complete with
transparent helmets. Their eyes were blue and had an Oriental slant. They
allegedly addressed the milkman in perfect English, although their lips did
not move. He said their voices seemed to come from square boxes on their
belts. After warning the milkman that entities from Orion were prep