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Introduction


      Sometimes, despite the best efforts, mistakes will happen. Perhaps, to err is human; but, to repeat a mistake over-and-over again is testing the limits of humanity. 
      One of the reasons that I found the iconoclastic books of Charles Hoy Fort such a pleasure was his provision of source references. When I began compiling some new indexes for his books, I also began to gather copies of his source references to help identify errors in the texts. 
      Some errors are obvious. For example, (in chapter 6 of The Book of the Damned): "Resinous substance said to have fallen at Kaba, Hungary, April 15, 1887 (Rept. Brit. Assoc., 1860-94)." Fort noted this error, wherein the Kaba meteorite fell in 1857, (not in 1887, after the date of the published report). 
      Other errors are very subtle and difficult to discern. I was once asked where "Ryook Phyoo" was located. Fort merely copied the bizarre spelling in the Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, (in chapter 24 of The Book of the Damned), however, it seems doubtful more than a few of the thousands of readers encountering this report have ever taken the trouble to determine where "Ryook Phyoo" was located. 
      Forteans and others can often be led astray by erroneous references, especially when they are ceaselessly repeated or given considerable attention, (such as the "Greenberry Hill" sequence in Paul Thomas Anderson's film Magnolia). The aim of this section of this site, "Ryook Phyoo," is to provide a collection of Fortean notes, questions, and requests, which may have a very limited audience and which might require a greater effort than is otherwise available. Some odds and ends may not require an article, and some topics might not lend themselves to an easy answer; so, "Ryook Phyoo" might provide a place where they can be found. 
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A Fortean Bibliography


      After examining numerous listings of used books for sale and finding many erroneous references to Fort's works, I am providing the following list of various editions of the books and stories by Charles Hoy Fort to help identify what has been published. German translations of Fort's books are still available from Zweitausendeins, (http://www.zweitausendeins.de), along with Ulrich Magin's biography of Fort; and, Hemus reports that, though their Portuguese translation is out-of-print, O Livro dos Danados may be reprinted early in 2001. 
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Many Parts

. 

X, ed. "Many Parts." Fortean Studies (London), 1994 (v. 1): 8-49. 

Many Parts: Remnants of an Autobiography by Charles Hoy Fort.1998-99. Edited, annotated, and introduction by X. (http://www.resologist.net/parte01.htm). 



The Outcast Manufacturers

. 

New York: B.W. Dodge & Co., (March 31) 1909. Hardback. 

Pearson's Magazine (New York, American edition). 

Washington, D.C.: Printed Heritage Preservation Society, 1988. Foreword by Leonard Leshuk. Reprint of 1909 edition with revised texts from Pearson's Magazine. Softbound. 

The Outcast Manufacturers: A Hypertext Edition of Charles Hoy Fort's Book. 2000. Edited and introduction by X. (http://www.resologist.net/ocmei.htm). 
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New York: Horace Liveright, (December 1) 1919. Hardback. 

Le Livre des Damnés. Paris: Editions des Deux Rives, 1955. First French translation. 

Le Livre des Damnés. Paris: Editions "Le Terrain Vague," 1967. Edited by Eric Losfeld; translated by Robert Benayoun; forward by Tiffany Thayer. Second French edition. 

New York: Ace Books, 1967-73. Preface by Donald A. Wollheim. Paperback. 
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London: Abacus Books, 1973-74. Paperback. 
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London: John Brown Publishing, 1995. First revised edition. Edited by X; introduction by Robert J.M. Rickard; index by Steve Moore. Paperback. 
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Buffalo, New York: Prometheus Books, 1999. Text copied from the Holt edition with an introduction by Fort extracted from the Holt edition's introduction. Catalog information indicates an index, but this edition has no index. Paperback. 
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Collected Works

. 

The Books of Charles Fort. New York: Henry Holt & Co., (May 5) 1941-1959. Comprised of The Book of the Damned, New Lands, Lo! and Wild Talents. Edited with an introduction by Tiffany Thayer; index by Henry Schlanger. Hardback. 
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Donald A. Wollheim's Preface to The Book of the Damned

      The Ace edition of Charles Hoy Fort's The Book of the Damned included a preface written by Donald Allen Wollheim, who was the editor-in-chief of Ace Books. Wollheim was undoubtedly responsible for the Ace editions of Fort's books. 
      The preface refers obliquely to an early experiment in laser ranging with the Moon. Shining a laser beam directly onto the Moon's irregular surface failed to provide the results for accurate ranging; but, later experiments in laser ranging, by placing reflecting mirrors on the Moon's surface, have succeeded in very detailed distances over a period of decades. 
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Preface

by 

Donald A. Wollheim



      Had you been standing in a certain crater valley on the moon a few months ago, you would have suddenly experienced what people have come to call a "Fortean" phenomenon. For a few seconds, the crater would have been bathed in an inexplicable reddish glow, lighting up the area from no apparent source in a faint but definitely real, eerie, blood-color glow. 
      And had you told the others with you what you had seen they would doubtless have scoffed, pointed out that there was no possible source for such an illumination on the moon--there had been no eruption, no moon-being had turned on a light, nothing had exploded in the sky, and so forth. In short, they would likely have disbelieved you, and filed your observation in their own book of material damned by science for its improbability. 
      Nevertheless you would have been right and the scoffers wrong. For the reddish glow on that lunar scene had actually occurred, and it was not subject to normal lunarian scientific explanation. The origin was a new type of light beam invented on another planet--the third from the sun--and that special type of light projector had been turned on the moon from that other world for a few seconds. 
      To the moon-being, this light baffled respectable conservative scientific analysis; therefore, it would have been best to call it an illusion or just ignore it. 
      Reading The Book of the Damned over forty years after it was compiled, one is forcibly reminded of such strange glows from the sky: there are many such listed as having happened on Earth to Earth people. And in view of what we ourselves can demonstrably do to another planet, we have scarcely any right to doubt it could happen to us. 
      That's one possible explanation. Charles Fort would delight in throwing in a few other possibilities. But to disbelieve anything because for the time being no credible answer can be found is one thing that no one who has read Fort can ever quite do. Because we are beginning to realize now that science is subject to changes internally and externally and that the line between the possible and the impossible is purely arbitrary. It depends on how much your own mind is prepared to bless and how much it too prefers to relegate to the limbo of the forgotten--the damned realms of data ignored by science. 
      Reading Charles Fort was certainly one of the formative influences of my life, as it has been on the lives of countless ten of thousands of others. From the writings of this acidulous compiler of the outré and unexpected, one can only achieve that very necessary widening of the mental boundaries that has become almost vital to stability in this highly unstable age. It is an education in re-education for the intellectually curious, for the person determined to keep out of the rut of complacency and simple-minded acceptance, for the reader who delights in the thrill of finding out in detail what a real whacky wonderful universe we inhabit. 
      Certainly the flotilla of flying saucers seen int he past two decades had their home port in the pages of Fort. Certainly a great part of the science-fiction thinking that dominates both the literature of deliberate fantasy and the indeliberate fantasy of the Atom Age journalism and politics must owe a good deal, consciously and unconsciously, to Fort's relentless plowing through pages of newspapers to bolster up his theme that the only sure attitude for a sane mind is to doubt that which is accepted and to accept only that which is subject to doubt. 
      If this baffled you, it should also serve to intrigue you into reading for yourself The Book of the Damned, the work of the one of the truly original minds of this century, a book from which you cannot emerge as quite the same person you were when you first started its fascinating pages. It is an experience akin to a needle-shower of the mind--exhilarating, exciting, and endlessly stimulating. 



The Talking Mongoose

by Mark Henson
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      During the 1930s, on the Isle of Man, a family called the Irvings, who lived in a small farmhouse, were to witness a particularly bizarre case of events. 
      In the September of 1931, James Irving, his wife Margaret and their daughter Voirrey, started to hear strange noises like a wild animal, which emanated from the attic of the farmhouse. Curiously the "voice" behind these noises started to develop. In a similar way to a baby learning to speak, the cries started to turn into the words spoken by James Irving and were repeated parrot fashion by the unseen creature. In a very short space of time, the being had effectively learned to speak a good level of English! 
      Soon the creature, apparently a mongoose by the name of Gef, introduced itself to the Irving family. He told them that he had been born on June 7, 1852, in Delhi, India. 
      As well as talking, Gef, the mongoose, also developed a talent for singing. He knew the words to a good many popular songs and was also a bit of a joker, providing the family with an interesting source of entertainment, except for the time, when the Gef pretended to have been poisoned, which the family did not find in the least bit amusing. 
      Gef insisted on remaining hidden to the family, being seldom seen except for the daughter Voirrey. The mongoose apparently resided within the walls of the house or would perhaps hide in the garden. The only evidences that the creature existed were the sound of its voice and a few other strange happenings, such as objects being moved and thrown about the house. 
      What sort of temperament did Gef have? The evidence available shows him to be of a benevolent and sensitive nature, but perhaps a little frisky and accident prone. Gef demonstrated his caring nature, during at least one occasion, when Margaret Irving managed to make contact with Gef. Margaret got to stroke the creatures fur, but unfortunately she cut her finger on Gef's sharp teeth in the process. Showing concern for the well-being of Margaret, Gef immediately instructed her to go and put ointment on the wound. On another occasion, Gef again showed his sensitive side. When the antics of the mongoose finally proved to be particularly annoying to the family, they threatened to move out of their house and leave him. This greatly upset Gef, who loved their company and was afraid that he would be left on his own. When the family decided to stay, Gef became much more obedient. 
      Frequently Gef would venture out of the house and journey around the Isle. His exceptional elusiveness was used to great effect, when he would spy on other people and report back to the Irvings with his tales of what was happening locally. Occasionally, some of the locals reported hearing the odd sounds of an invisible creature, which they believed to be the Irving's "pet" mongoose. 
      It is interesting to note at this point, that, on the Isle of Man in approximately 1912, a farmer who apparently owned some mongooses let them loose into his fields with the intention that they would kill the rabbits, which were proving to be quite a nuisance on his farmland. Could some of these mongooses have continued to have lived and bred on the Isle of Man? 
      Of course, it was only a matter of time before the story started to spread away from the Isle of Man, with many more people getting to hear about it. The story was a great favourite with the British press, with many journalists flocking to the Irving household, to try and catch a glimpse of this so elusive creature. 
      At about this time, the story was to capture the attention of a famous paranormal investigator of the time, named Harry Price. 
      Price set out to conduct a proper scientific study of the Irving's farmhouse, to try an obtain conclusive evidence of the existence of the mongoose. He got together a team of investigators and scientists, with which to try and accomplish this task. 
      The research itself was very unsuccessful. Price himself never even managed to catch so much as a glimpse of the animal, during his stay on the Isle. The resulting evidence produced was weak indeed, consisting of a few blurry photographs of something roaming outside, in the fields around the farmhouse. The best picture apparently bore quite a resemblance to a cat. Plus some hairs, which were found, were remarkably similar to those belonging to the Irving's dog, Mona. 
      The British Natural History Museum, also studied some of the evidence and discredited the alleged paw print casts, which the Irvings claimed, were made by Gef. 
      There was also a suggestion made that the voice of Gef was in actual fact made by the Irving's daughter Voirrey. 
      Price's own probable conclusion to these events was that Gef was a fantasy which provided entertainment and interest for the Irving family. 
      Well, you are probably wondering, what eventually became of Gef, if he did at all exist? The Irving family themselves finally moved out of the farmhouse in 1937. Later in 1947, the new owner of the farm claimed that he had shot a "strange looking mongoose like animal," which had been roaming around the property. Although some say that this may well have been Gef, the majority of people on the Isle of Man at the time were sure that Gef left the farmhouse along with the Irving family. When you consider how fond Gef was of the family, this makes for rather a pleasant end to the tale. 
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To many the Isle of Man is known for the TT Motorcycle races in June. Its many tales of folklore, such as Gef the Talking Mongoose, the Moddy Dhoo and many others besides are also popular. Gef was once featured, in the Isle of Man's pubs on a beer mat! 




