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Preface

I have always been intrigued with the tailings from the
mine of science. I mean those facts that do not fit the mold,
those anomalies that should not exist, those wild points
that lie far off the curve. One of my hobbies is collecting
and organizing these homeless facts. These waifs are cu-
rious and most intriguing. Either they are all false, or
science still has much fundamental work to do. But I leave
such probems to the reader; I advance no pet theories. All
I have done is collect, categorize, and reproduce this
anomalous information. Perhaps you, the reader, can make
something out of it. At the very least, I hope you will be
excited about the vast unknown territory that still lies
ahead.

The vehicle I have selected for presenting these curious
tidbits is the “Sourcebook,” in which original reports and
articles from a wide spectrum of sources are reprinted. I
have taken a conservative and “responsible” approach by
choosing the majority of the reports directly from the scien-
tific literature. By design I have concentrated on reported
facts and avoided articles that advocate sensational hypoth-
eses, such as ancient astronauts and colliding planets. The
reader will find, however, that the data I have admitted
are very strange indeed and may well support even stranger
theories. The cosmos seems a most complex and subtle
organism.

To carry on the work of collecting anomalous scientific
data from over 200 years of literature, I have formed the
Sourcebook Project. The object is to prepare a separate
series of sourcebooks in each major field of science. These
collections of unexplained and difficult-to-explain data can
then be analyzed and cross-correlated to try and make
sense out of the disparate data. To my knowledge, this is
the first modern, science-wide attempt to collect and or-
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ganize data that “don’t fit.” Work is progressing well, and
Sourcebooks have already been published in the fields of
astronomy, biology, geology, geophysics, and archeology.
The present Bantam paperback is a selection of reports
from Sourcebooks already published directly by the Scurce-
book Project. Further information about the Sourcebook
Project and its publications may be obtained by writing
the Sourcebook Project, Glen Arm, MD 21057. :

£ William R. Corliss
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Fossil Human Footprints

Geologists have no problem visualizing dinosaurs
treading ponderously over a sandbar, leaving in their
wakes footprints that are ultimately silted in, petri-
fied, and preserved for men-yet-to-evolve to wonder

‘at. But human footprints in rocks many millions of

years old? Impossible!

The word “impossible” is apt because if human
footprints in ancient rocks are genuine, either men
existed long before evolution stipulates they should
or our geological dating schemes are seriously in
error. When ostensibly human footprints are dis-
covered in very old sedimentary rocks there are two
ways out: (1) declare the footprints to be the dis-
torted tracks of animals; or (2) claim that the tracks
were engraved by Indians of yore. The Indian theory
has a good deal going for it because ancient man did
engrave handprints in abundance plus some finger-
prints and footprints on rock walls. The Indian theory
collapses, of course, when the prints are found only
after the removal of overlying rock strata.

In the accounts that follow, both of the above
theories have been introduced in way of explanation.
One case, that of the Nicaragua footprints, may be
legitimate because man probably did occupy the land
in question during the period of recent lava flows.
Most of the footprints described here are in much
older rock. Furthermore, they represent only a small
fraction of the data available. The evidence is so
prolific that we may have to face up to some serious

3



4 ARCHAEOLOGY

inconsistencies in the now-standardized histories of
the earth and man.

" The prevailing theories of earth and man are based
upon seemingly overwhelming, interlocking evidence.
But so were Ptolemy’s theory of planetary motion
and the dogma of fixed continents and ocean basins.
Fossil human footprints, the butt of ridicule of geol-
ogists and archeologists, may represent but a hairline.
crack in our Temple of Science. All who appreciate
anomalies must therefore welcome fossil human foot-
prints to the arsenal—the more trivial the evidence
seems, the bigger the crash when a false edifice top-
ples. y

REMARKS ON THE PRINTS OF HUMAN FEET,

OBSERVED IN THE SECONDARY LIMESTONE OF THE
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

Schoolcraft, Henry R.; American Journal of Science, 1:5:223=
230, 1822

I now'send you a drawing of two curious prints of
the human foot in limestone rock, observed by me last
summer, in a detached slab of secondary formation, at
Harmony, on the Wabash; together with a letter of Col.
Thos. H. Genton, a senator in Congress from Missouri, on
the same subject. The slab of stone containing these im-
pressions, was originally quarried on the west bank of the
Mississippi river, at St. Louis, and belongs to the elder
floetz range of limestone, which pervades that country to
a very great extent.

These prints appear to have been noticed by the French
soon after they penetrated into that country from - the
Canadas, and during the progress of settlement at St. Louis,
were frequently resorted to as a phenomenon in the works
of nature. But no person appears to have entertained the
idea of raising them from the quarry with a view to
preservation, until Mr. Rappe visited that place five or six
years ago. He immediately determined to remove the stone
containing them to his village of Harmony, then recently
transferred from Butler county in Pennsylvania, to the
banks of the Wabash; but this determination was no sooner
k.nown than popular sentiment began to arraign his mo-
tives, and people were ready to attribute to religious fanati- -
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cism or arch deception, what was, more probably, a mere
act of momentary caprice, or settled taste. His followers,
it was said, were to regard these prints as the sacred im-
press of the feet of our Saviour. Few persons thought of
interposing a charitable remark in favour of religious
tenets, of which we can judge only by the peaceful, indus-
trious, and devotional lives; the neat and cleanly appear-
ance; and the inoffensive manners of those who profess
them. Still less could be conceded in favour of a personal
taste for objects of natural history or curiosity, of which
this act is, at least, a proof. Be this as it may, Mr. Rappe
contracted with a stone mason to cut out the block with
the impressions, paying him at the same -time a liberal
price for his labour, and ordered it to be transported by
water to his residence in Posy county, Indiana. Visiting
this place during the last summer, in the suite of Governor
Cass, Mr. Rappe conducted us to see this curiosity, which
has been placed upon mason work in a paved area between
his dwelling house and garden. The slab of stone thus
preserved, forms a parallelogram of eight feet in length,
by three and a half in breadth, and has a thickness of eight
inches, which appears to be the natural thickness of the
stratum of limestone rock, of which it is a part. This lime-
stone possesses a firm and compact structure, of the pe-
culiar greyish blue tint common to the calcareous rocks of
the Mississippi valley, and contains fossil encrinites, and
some analogous remains, very plentifully imbedded. It is
quarried at St. Louis, both for the purposes of building
stone, and for quicklime. It becomes beautifully white on
parting with its carbonic acid and water, and those who
have used it, observe, that it makes a good cement, with
the usual proportion of sand.

The prints are those of a man standing erect, with his
heels drawn in, and his toes turned outward, which is
the most natural position. The distance between the heels,
by accurate measurement, is 6% inches, and between the
toes, 13% inches; but it will be perceived, that these are
not the impressions of feet accustomed to a close shoe, the
toes being very much spread, and the foot flattened in a
manner that happens to those who have been habituated
to go a great length of time without shoes. Notwithstand-
ing this circumstance, the prints are strikingly natural, ex-
hibiting every muscular impression, and swell of the heel
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f

Impressions of human feet in limestone rock.

and toes, with a precision and faithfulness to nature, which
I have not been able to copy, with perfect exactness, in the
present drawing. The length of each foot, as indicated by
the prints, is 10%2 inches, and the width across the spread
of the toes, 4 inches, which diminishes to 2% inches, at the
swell of the heels, indicating, as it is thought, a stature of
the common size.

This rock presents a plain and smooth surface, having
acquired a polish from the sand and water, to which its
original position periodically subjected it. Upon this
smooth surface, commencing in front of the tracks, there
is a kind of scroll, which is two feet and a half in length.
The shape of this is very irregular, and not equally plain
and perfect in all parts, and would convey to the observer
the idea of man idly marking with his fingers, or with a
smooth stick, fanciful figures upon a soft surface. Some

I S S T———
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pretend to observe in this scroll, the figure of an Indian
bow, but this inference did not appear, to any of our party,
to be justified.

Every appearance will warrant the conclusion that these
impressions were made at a time when the rock was soft
enough to receive them by pressure, and that the marks of
feet are natural and genuine. Such was the opinion of Gov.
Cass and myself, formed upon the spot, and there is noth-
ing that I have subsequently seen to alter this view; on the
contrary, there are some corroborating facts calculated to
strengthen and confirm it.* But it will be observed by a let-
ter which is transmitted with these remarks, that Col.
Benton entertains a different opinion, and supposes them to
be the result of human labour, at the same period of time
when those enigmatical mounds upon the American Bot-
tom, and above the town of St. Louis, were constructed.
The reasons which have induced him to reject the opinion
of their being organic impressions are these:

“l. The hardness of the rock.

“2. The want of tracks leading to and from them.

“3. The difficulty of supposing a change so instantaneous

and apropos, as must have taken place in the formation

of the rock, if impressed when soft enough to receive
such deep and distinct tracks.”

To those who are familiar With the facts of the existence

*The following are the facts referred to. At the town of Her-
culaneum in Jefferson county, Missouri, two supposed tracks of
the human foot were observed by the workmen engaged in quarry-
ing stone in the year 1817. These impressions, at the time, attracted
the general notice of the inhabitants, and were considered so curious
and interesting that the workmen who were employed in building a
stone chimney for John W. Honey, Esq. of that place, were directed
to place the two blocks of stone containing these marks, in the out-
ward wall, so as to be capable of being examined at all times. It is
well known to those who have visited that section of country, that
the custom of building the back walls and the pipe of the chimney,
in such a manner as to project beyond the body of the house, is
prevalent among the French and other inhabitants; and consequent-
ly, the above arrangement, while it completely preserves, at the same
time exposes the prints to observation, in the most satisfactory
manner. I examined them in that position on my first visit to Mis-
souri, in 1818, and afterwards in 1821, when I took drawings of both
the prints. They are however the impressions of feet covered with
the Indian shoe, and are not so perfect and exquisitely natural as
those at Harmony. They were situated in the same range of sec-
ondary limestone, and distant from St. Louis 30 miles.

v
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of sea and fresh water shells, ferns, madrepores, and other
fossil organic remains, in the hardest sandstones and lime-
stones of our continent, the hardness of the rock, and the
supposed rapidity of its consolidation, will not present ob-
jections of that force, which the writer supposes. But the
want of tracks leading to and from them, presents a diffi-
culty, which cannot, perhaps be so readily obviated. We
should certainly suppose such tracks to exist, unless it
could be ascertained that the toes of the prints, when in
situ, pointed inland, in which case we should be at liberty
to conjecture, that the person making them, had landed
from the Mississippi, and proceeded no further into the
interior. But no enquiry has enabled me to ascertain this
fact, the circumstance not being recollected by Col. Ben-
ton; and others, who have often visited this curiosity while
it remained in its natural position at St. Louis.

‘The following considerations, it will be seen, are stated
by Col. Benton, as capable of being urged in opposition to
his theory of their being of factitious origin.

“1. The exquisiteness of the workmanship.

“2. The difficulty of working such hard material without

steel or iron.”

The strikingly natural appearance of these prints, has al-
ways appeared to me, to be one of the best evidences of
their being genuine; for I cannot suppose that there is any
artist now in America possessed of the skill necessary to
produce such perfect and masterly pieces of sculpture: yet,
what are we to say of the skill of that people, who
are supposed to have been capable of producing such
finished pieces of art, without the aid of iron tools? For,
let it constantly be borne in mind, that the antiquity of
these prints can be traced back to the earliest discovery of
the country, and consequently to the introduction of iron
tools and weapons among the aborigines. There are none
of our Indian tribes who have made any proficiency in
sculpture, even since the iron hatchet and knive, have been
exchanged for those of flint, and of obsidian. All their at-
tempts in this way are grotesque, and exhibit a lamentable
want of proportions, the same which was seen in the paint-
1ings, and in the figured vases and pottery of the Asteecks of
Mexico, when their towns and temples were first visited by
the Spanish conqueror.
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HUMAN FOOTPRINTS IN NICARAGUA
Flint, Earl; American Antiquarian, 6:112-113, 1884

In a recent trip to Managua for the Peabody Museum,
to examine the human footprints found there in one of
the quarries, now being worked for building purposes, I
uncovered six rows of impressions, breaking through a
layer. of rock seven inches thick, over a space of six yards
by two. Under this was a layer of black sand with an aver-
age thickness of one inch, resting on a layer of friable rock
from one and one-half to two inches thick, covering the
surface of the lowest layer of rock found in the quarry.
Below this thin layer was a thin deposit of volcanic sand
and gravel, filling up the inequalities caused by the im-
pressions, with an average of one inch in thickness, as
seen in the side cuttings.

The rock seems to owe its formation to a volcanic
detritus, and ash brought down after the first volcanic
eruption. I cannot account in any other way, for its origi-
nal plasticity, as but little clay could reach the surface, if
the eruption covered the neighborhood with rock and ash
—evidenced in many places of a large district where this
kind of rock occurs. Impressions of leaves and stems occur
on the under surface, denoting an absence of forest at the
point worked. The upper surface is nearly level, with a
barely perceptible dip toward the lake shore—distant
some 300 yards, and whose waters must have formerly oc-
cupied—or overflowed at times of high water, as some of
the aquatic plants, common in the marshy districts, are
among the impressions preserved.

The footprints are from one-half to three inches in
depth, consequently not made, as some had judged, by a
people, fleeing from an inundation. In those exposed there
is no length of stride to indicate it, and in the many re-
moved by the owner of the quarry, none exceeded eighteen
inches. Some of the impressions are nearly closed, the soft
surface falling back into the impression, and a crevice
about two inches in width is all one sees, and my first
glance at some parallel to one less deep, gave me an idea
that the owner of the latter was using a stave to assist him
in walking. In some of the substance flowed outward, leav-
ing a ridge around it—seen in one secured for the museum;

Pt  aWC



10 ARCHAEOLOGY

the stride is variable, owing to size of person, and the
changing nature of surface passed over. The longest one
uncovered was seventeen inches, length of foot ten inches,
and width four inches, feet arched, steps in a right line,
measured from center of heel to center of great toe over
three steps. The people making them were going both ways
in a direction consonant to that of the present lake shore
E. and W. more or less. The nearly level surface extending
around the neighborhood of the quarry prevented me from
judging as to the nature of or mode of arrival other than
that mentioned. As far as worked out, the thickness varied
but little from twenty-eight to thirty inches. Following the
inequalities of the primitive soil, the perpendicular cuttings
on the southern and eastern faces of the quarry above the
layers mentioned, show in only one place a barely percepti-
ble dip to the east. The layer removed was covered by one
of hard clay, with streaks of white pumice stone beneath
and mingled with its lower surface—thickness seen in the
cutting twelve inches; above this was a layer of ash, slate
colored, very hard, seen in the cuttings along the Masaya
road, and also between Granada and Jinotepe—west of
latter place, 15 feet in thickness, under 15 feet of loam. In
the location worked was only 14 inches, mixed with stems
of plants and leaves on and near its under surface. Above
this ashy formation are four successive layers.of rock, simi-
lar to the lower one and are being used for building. The
lowest averages 28 inches; the others from 17 to 20 inches.
The detritus separating the layers is insignificant. Saw many
blocks, and found cavities formerly occupied by stems of
plants, but none have leaves like the lowest layer. I think
these layers were the results of different eruptions. The
clay deposit one of repose.

The depth from the surface of the impressions was 14
feet 10 inches—not counting the surface soil, the strides
from 11 to 17 inches. I would mention that later, the pur-
chaser of those remaining uncovered, intends removing
them to Europe and will be able to give a correct estimate
of each. He kindly gave me permission to remove two. Had
he not purchased the site, only the story of their occur-
rence could be relied on to prove man’s antiquity here.

It is useless to speculate on the lapse of time that has

,p_assed since their occurrence. Experts in geology may
give approximate dates.

N
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FOSSI. HUMAN FOOTPRINTS 11

Before examining them I was inclined to believe they
were coeval with those at San Rafael, but am now con-
vinced that they are in an entirely different formation.
The former occurs on sedimentary rock of that locality.
One human footprint associated with those of a tiger on
hard volcanic rock, on the banks of Grand river, at Pinon,
west of Jinotepe is now easily explained. I went in
May to cut it out and found the place covered by water,
but intend visiting San Rafael to procure specimens from
them. Unlike those at Nevada the people of this region
needed no covering to protect their feet from a rigorous
climate. The discovery is unique and worth recording.

7
THE PRE-ADAMITE TRACK
McA., A.; American Antiquarian, 7:364-367, 1885

In the last issue of your always deeply interesting and in-
structive journal, I read an article from the pen of Mr.
Flint, which aroused some thoughts to which I now take
the liberty of giving free expression.

It appears that Mr. Flint, among some really valuable
discoveries, came across what he believed to be two im-
pressions of the human foot on a rock in Nicaragua. Find-
ing that the rock contained fossils of a remote era, he has
assigned the origin of the “imprints” to a “date” ranging
anywhere from 50,000 to 200,000 years ago.

Now, what I desire to say is, that it appears to me to be
an error to assume that “footprints” found on the surface
of rocks are as old as the fossils beneath. Some of the so-
called pre-Adamite tracks are manifestly the work of
sculptors, and utterly useless as data by which to calculate
the antiquity of our race on this planet.

That sculptors passed through Nicaragua during some
period in the remote past is perfectly evident from the im-
ages which have been found by travelers. Squier in his
admirable book of travels through this region presents us
with pictures of chiseled forms in stone that could only
bave been wrought by masters of the art. Some of the
figures represent human bodies with heads of beasts. They
are executed with marvelous skill, and nothing is clearer
than that those sculptors could, if they pleased, have
caused the representation of a footprint on rock.

If the tracks in Nicaragua were made when the rock on
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which they appear was in as soft condition as-that sea
beach on which the startled Crusoe beheld the footprint,
then it would be correct to attribute those “footprints in
the sand of time” to some pre-Adamite wanderer. But, on
the other hand, if the tracks are the work of sculptors,
they were, of course, carved after the matter in which they
appear had become hard stone; and it would, be absurd
- and misleading to say that the artist was the contemporary
of the fossils found in the sculptured rock. Suppose we
find a statue or shell clearly referable to the Tertiary pe-
riod, would it be wise to conclude that the workman be-
longed to the same remote era?

I notice that your learned and ingenious correspondent
speaks about writings which he has observed on the roofs
of caves in the same section of country as that to which
the “footprints” belong. It is highly probable that those
who carved the tracks also cut the inscriptions. Bradford
says: “The most singular of these sculptors [he is telling
about the imprints of feet observed in Asia and America]
has been discovered on the banks of the Mississippi, near
St. Louis. This is a tabular mass of lime stone bearing
the impression of two human feet. The rock is compact
limestone of grayish-blue color, containing the encrinite,
echinite, and other fossils. The feet are quite flattened, but
the muscular marks are delineated with great precision.
Immediately before the feet lies a scroll sculptured in
similar style. The opinion sometimes entertained, that these
are actual impressions of the human feet, made upon a
soft substance subsequently indurated, is incorrect; on the
contrary, they are undoubtedly the result of art.”—Am.
Antiquities, p. 25.

On the other hand Priest in his work on “American
Antiquities” takes substantially the same ground as Mr.

Flint. He says, [speaking of the impressions at St. Louis], -

“Directly before the prints of these feet, within a few
inches, is a well impressed and deep mark, having some
resemblance to a scroll, or roll of parchment, two feet
long, by a foot in width. To account for these appearances,
two theories are advanced; one is, that they were sculp-
tured there by the ancient nations; the other that they
were impressed there at a time when the rock was in a
plastic state; both theories have their difficulties, but we in-
cline to the latter, because the impressions are strikingly

U ) e e
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natural, and Mr. Schoolcraft, exhibiting even the muscular
marks of the foot, with great precision and faithfulness to
nature, and, on this account, weakens, in his opinion, the
doctrine of their being sculptured by the ancient nations.
But why there are no others going to and from these, is
unaccountable, unless we may suppose the rest of this rock,
at that time, was buried by earth, brush, grass, or some
kind of covering. If they were sculptured, why not other
specimens appear; this one isolated effort of the kind,
‘would seem unnatural.”

Why doesn’t Mr. Priest give us a dozen pictures of the
rock at St. Louis? His answer is, because one drawing suf-
fices; and in like manner, a single pair of sculptured
“imprints” of feet—indicating that certain people had
passed that way—served even better than a great number.
A multitude of tracks might possibly be mistaken for gen-
uine impressions of the feet of wayfarers belonging to a
remote epoch; but a single isolated pair with no trail
leading to or from them could not but arrest attention.
The perfection of the workmanship merely demonstrates
the skill of the artist. And what about the carved scroll?
Is it too a fossil? ¥ so it may be a leaf out of the pre-
Adamite library.

On page 151 of his profound work, Mr. Priest says: “A
few miles south of Braystown, which is at the head wa-
ters of the Tennessee river, are found impressed on the
surface of the solid rock, a great number of tracks, as tur-
keys, bears, horses, and human beings, as perfect as they
could be made on snow or sand. The human tracks are
remarkable for having uniformly six toes each, like the
Anakims of Scripture; one only excepted, which appears
to be the print of a negro’s foot. One, among those tracks,
is distinguished from the rest, by its monstrousness,
being of no less dimensions than sixteen inches in length,
across the toes thirteen inches, behind the toes, where the
foot narrows toward the instep, seven inches, and the heel
ball five inches.”

We can produce no such feet now-a-days. What be-
comes of the doctrine of evolution in the light of this
revelation? Think of feet sixteen inches in length, and
bodies and brains in proportion! But I take refuge in the
belief that the “imprints” are all carved. True, in Tennessee
as in Nicaragua, the tracks of animals are represented. But



14 ARCHAEOLOGY

we know for a fact that the tracks of turkeys, for instance,
have been found upon the precipitous rocks, and on the
sides of caves. Are we to suppose that the gobblers actual-
ly walked up the cliffs at a time when the substance of
which the rocks are composed was in a plastic state? And
if certain people went to the trouble of representing tur-
key tracks and letters on vertical rocks, may they not have
carved similar impressions and a scroll upon level stones?

Mr. Priest informs us that in addition to the feet of
turkeys are those of “bears, horses and human beings.”
Was it a circus?

“That these are the real tracks of the ammals they
represent, appears from the circumstance of this horse’s
foot having slipped several inches, and recovered again;
the figures have all the same direction, like the trail of a
company on a journey.” It must have astonished the natives.

It is interesting to be assured that there were horses in
America away back in ancient times. This supports the
Danish legend about Bjorn Asbjorndson having been seen on
horseback by Snorre Sturluson. Moreover, the exiled chief
was in command of a troop of horse. And in support’ of
this view we have Priest’s testimony: “One also among
the tracks of the animals, is distinguished for its great
size; it is the track of a horse, measuring eight by ten
inches; perhaps the horse which the great warrior led
when passing this mountain with his army.”

You will note that this hero, whose foot was sixteen
inches long, led his horse while crossing the mountain.
Had he mounted the animal it would probably have gone
right through the crust of the earth. Fortunately the im-
mensity of the hoofs of this horse which so admirably
matched its master, sustained it above ground while travel-
ing with the show.

The horse was a genuine curiosity. Hoofs ten inches
long! It was the only horse in the company, but in
quality it atoned for quantity. Mr. Priest even endeavors to
belittle it, so anxious is he not to offend our prejudices on
the subject of natural history. But let the full truth be told.
The track left by the horse is several inches over the ten
just mentioned! We are informed that the foot “slipped
several inches and recovered again.” How does any one
know that it slipped? Isn’t the track of the monster at least
thirteen inches long? What kind of a horse have we here?
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Mr. Priest next tells us about the mountains of South
America, on whose smooth and perpendicular sides “are
engraven [mark the word], at a surprising distance from
the base, the figures of animals; also the sun, moon and
stars, with other hieroglyphic signs.” The thoughtful au-
thor concludes that “the stones were once so soft and
plastic, that men could easily trace marks on them with
their fingers, or with sticks!”

Isn’t it much more likely that the sun, moon and stars
passed that way, during the procession of the equinox, and
left those impressions of their visit on the towering cliffs?
To concede that they are mere sculptures opens the door
to a world of possibilities which we will not contemplate.

Cannot the slab of Nicaragua be removed north? It is real-
ly an interesting object whether viewed as the work of man’s
hands or feet. Connected with it there is an amazing story.

ON THE SUPPOSED HUMAN FOOT-PRINTS RECENTLY
FOUND IN NEVADA

Marsh, O. C.; American Journal of Science, 3:26:139-140,
1883

During the past summer, various accounts have been
published of the discovery of human foot-prints in sand-
stone near Carson, Nevada. The locality is in the yard of
the State prison, and the tracks were uncovered in quarry-
ing stone for building purposes. Many different kinds of
tracks were found, some of which were made by an animal
allied to the elephant; some resembled those of the horse
and the deer; others were apparently made by a wolf.
There were-also tracks made by large birds.

The foot-prints occur in series, and are all nearly in the
same horizon. Some of the smaller tracks are sharp and
distinct, but most of the impressions are indefinite in out-
line, owing apparently to the fact that the exact surface’
on which they were made is not usually exposed.

The supposed human foot-prints are in six series, each
with alternate right and left tracks. The stride is from two
and one-half to over three feet in extent. The individual
foot prints are from eighteen to twenty inches in length,
and about eight inches wide. The distance between the
line of right hand and left hand tracks, or the straddle, is
eighteen to nineteen inches.
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The Nevada “human” footprints—typical sample from
the several series.

The form and general appearance of the supposed hu-
man tracks is shown in the figure, which is a reduced copy
of one of the impressions represented by Dr. W. H. Hark-
ness, in his paper before the California Academy of Sci-
ences, August 7th, 1882. The shaded portion was restored
by him from other foot-prints of the series. A copy of this
impression was given, also, by Professor Joseph LeConte,
in his paper before the same society, August 27th, 1882.

The size of these foot-prints, and especially the width be-
tween the right and left series are strong evidence that they
were not made by men, as has been so generally supposed.

A more probable explanation is that the impressions are
the tracks of a large Sloth, either Mylodon or Morotheri-
um, remains of which have been found in essentially the
same horizon. In support of this view it may be said that
the foot-prints are almost exactly what these animals would
make, if the hind feet covered the impressions of those in
front. In size, in stride, and in width between the right and
left series of impressions, the foot-prints agree closely with
what we should expect Mylodon or Morotherium to make.

The geological horizon of these interesting foot-prints is
near the junction of the Pliocene and Quaternary. The evi-
dence, at present, appears to point to the Equus beds of
the upper Pliocene as the nearest equivalent.

Since the above communication was read, the writer
has had an opportunity of examining photographs and
casts of the Carson foot-prints, and is confirmed in his
opinion that the supposed human tracks were made by
large Edentates. The important fact has recently been de-
termined that some of these tracks show impressions of
the fore feet. The latter are somewhat outside of the

large foot-prints, as would naturally be the case; if the
animal changed its course.
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The Mexican Messiah

This is one of the two one-article chapters of the
book. This is not because there is not abundant ma-
terial available but rather because Daly’s contribution
is so fascinating that it cannot be cut to less than
chapter size. It is a superb summary of legends and
history regarding Quetzalcoatl and pre-Columbian
American messiahs.

The mystery of these irrepressible tales of the white
messiahs of pre-Columbian days can be solved in sev-
eral ways: (1) by attributing the legends to an actual
pre-Columbian contact from Europe, such as St.
Brendan (Daly’s theory); (2) by denying that the
Quezalcoatl stories are anything more than the bab-
bling of primitive peoples; (3) by asserting that
Quetzalcoatl was merely a particularly wise native
American and that his achievements have been em-
bellished by fictitious near-miraculous happenings;
and (4) by going to the extraterrestrial extreme and
proclaiming that Quetzalcoatl was the equivalent of
a modern, UFO-riding “space brother” who dispersed
the same platitudes that messiahs have for many cen-
turies all over the world. Take your choice or con-
struct your own explanation. '

THE MEXICAN MESSIAH
Daly, Dominick; American Antiquarian, 11:14-30, 1889

There are few more puzzling characters to be found in
the pages of history than Quetzatcoatl, the wandering
stranger whom the early Mexicans adopted as the Air-God

17
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of their mythology. That he was a real personage; that
he was a white man from this side of the Atlantic, who
lived and taught in Mexico centuries before Columbus;
that what he taught was Christianity and Christian man-
ners and morals—all these are plausible inferences from
facts and circumstances so peculiar as to render other
conclusion well-nigh impossible.

When, in 1519, Cortez and his 600 compamons landed
in Mexico they were astonished at their coming being
hailed as the realization of an ancient native tradition,
which ran in this wise: Many centuries previously a white
man had come to Mexico from across the sea (the Atlan-
tic) in a boat with wings (sails) like those of the Spanish
vessels. He stayed many years in the country and taught
the people a system of religion, instructed them in princi-
ples of government, and imparted to them a knowledge of
many industrial arts. He won their esteem and venera-
tion by his piety, his many virtues, his great wisdom and
his knowledge of divine things. His stay was a kind of
golden age for Mexico. The seasons were uniformly favor-
able and the earth gave forth its produce almost spon-
taneously and in miraculous abundance and variety. In
those days a single head of maize was a load for a man,
the cotton trees produced quantities of cotton already
tinted in many brilliant hues; flowers filled the air with de-
licious perfumes; birds of magnificent plumage incessantly
poured forth the most exquisite melody. Under the auspices
of this good white man, or god, peace, plenty and happiness
prevailed throughout the land. The Mexicans knew him as
Quetzatcoatl, or the green serpent, the word green in this
language being a term for a rare and precious thing.
Through some malign influence—brought about by the
enmity of a rival deity—Quetzatcoatl was induced or
~ obliged to quit the country. On his way to the coast he
stayed for a time at the city of Cholula, where subsequently
a great pyramidal mound surmounted by a temple was
erected in his honor. On the shores of the gulf of Mexico
he took leave of his followers, soothing their sorrow at his
departure with the assurance tha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>