
  
    
      
    
  


  
    
      
        
          Einstein in His Own Words: 100+ Quotes

        

      

    


    


    

    

  


  Introduction


  Albert Einstein was born in 1879. By the time of his death in 1955, the world Einstein was born into would be completely foreign to him. Scientific breakthroughs and advancement over the 76 years of his life permanently changed the world.


  While Einstein was regarded as brilliant by both his contemporaries and predecessors, Einstein had a humble assessment of his mental faculties.


  Einstein published his theory of relativity in 1905, at the tender age of 26, and years later it was all but validated by the scientific community at large. Yet, the source of his greatest triumph also lead to his greatest sources of consternation.


  Well beyond Einstein’s foresight, his theory of relativity ultimately lead science down a path which resulted in the splitting of the atom – nuclear fission – and, ultimately, the atomic bomb. Einstein was a lifelong pacifist, although Hitler’s genocide and European rampage forced Einstein to reluctantly accept the use of force against Germany as the only viable option.
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  His letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt in the run-up to World War II, which warned the president of Germany’s likely attempt to create an atomic bomb, was credited for birthing America’s own search for a nuclear bomb. Although Einstein’s theory of relativity lead many people to consider Einstein the father of the atom bomb, he never contributed any work to America’s Manhattan Project, which produced the first atomic bomb. This misunderstanding caused Einstein an enormous amount of pain.


  The theory of quantum mechanics served as Einstein’s other great foible in life, as it contradicted his theory of relativity. He spent much of his life striving for a “unified field theory” that would bring relativity and quantum mechanics into harmony. This search still continues to this day.


  Einstein was a non-believing Jew, a German who renounced his citizenship, an estranged family man, and a lover of solitude. In a way, he belonged nowhere, yet the world embraced him. His life might be considered tragic if he hadn’t held onto his quick humor and reverence until the very end.


  On Knowledge and Education


  “It is just as important to make knowledge live and to keep it alive as to solve specific problems.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section In Honor of Arnold Berliner's Seventieth Birthday.


  “I am only coming to Princeton to research, not to teach. There is too much education altogether, especially in American schools. The only rational way of educating is to be an example – of what to avoid, if one can’t be the other sort.”


  In 1933, Einstein was in California as a visiting professor when Adolf Hitler took power in Germany. Einstein never returned to his former home. Instead, he spent some time in Belgium and England before landing in Princeton New Jersey to work at the university. He stayed associated with the school until his death in 1955.


  “Contact between the intellectual and the masses must not be lost. It is necessary for the elevation of society and no less so for renewing the strength of the intellectual worker; for the flower of science does not grow in the desert.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section “Congratulations Dr. Sold.”


  “The wonderful things you learn in your schools are the work of many generations, produced by enthusiastic effort and infinite labour in every country of the world. All this is put into your hands as your inheritance in order that you may receive it, honor it, add to it, and one day faithfully hand it on to your children. Thus do we mortals achieve immortality in the permanent things which we create in common.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Teachers and Pupils.


  “Preceding generations have presented us, in a highly developed science and mechanical knowledge, with a most valuable gift which carries with it possibilities of making our life free and beautiful such as no previous generation has enjoyed. But this gift also brings with it dangers to our existence as great as any that have ever threatened it.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Teachers and Pupils. This particular quote comes from Einstein’s Address to the Students’ Disarmament Meeting.


  “Most teachers waste their time by asking questions that are intended to discover what a pupil does not know, whereas the true art of questioning is to discover what the pupil does know or is capable of knowing.”


  Einstein highly valued education and learning, but he was known to have critiques on the common methods of education.


  “You should try to remember that a dedicated teacher is a valuable messenger from the past, and can be an escort to your future.”


  Photographer and author Alan Richards quoted Einstein saying this in response to a student complaining about a teacher.


  “Don’t worry about your marks. Just make sure that you keep up with the work and that you don’t have to repeat a year. It is not necessary to have good marks in everything.”


  Einstein said this to his son Hans Albert in 1916. Famously, Einstein was not the best student himself.


  “Failure and deprivation are the best educators and purifiers.”


  Einstein was famously humble and knew that to succeed in any grand way, one had to accept the inevitable failure that would precede it. – 1919


  “It is not so very important for a person to learn facts. For that he does not really need college. He can learn them from books. The value of an education in a liberal arts college is not the learning of many facts, but the training of the mind to think something that cannot be learned from textbooks.”


  From 1921, this quote was part of a response to Thomas Edison saying that college education is worthless.


  “Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world.”


  This was an answer from a 1929 interview with the Saturday Evening Post. Einstein was asked whether he trusted his imagination or his knowledge more.


  “Regarding sex education: no secrets!”


  Here is another quote from Einstein’s address to the World League for Sexual Reform in Berlin, 1929. He saw no point in keeping important information from people.


  “It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.”


  This is the translation of an Einstein quote emblazoned on a small bronze plaque in the astronomy building of Pasadena City College. Einstein dedicated the building’s observatory in 1931.


  “I do not like to state an opinion on a matter unless I know the precise facts.”


  This was Einstein’s response in 1945 to a New York Times question about the progress of a German atomic bomb.


  “The crippling of individuals I consider the worst evil of capitalism. Our whole educational system suffers from this evil. An exaggerated competitive attitude is inculcated into the student, who is trained to worship material success as a preparation for his future career.”


  This quote comes from an Einstein essay titled “Why Socialism?” from 1949.


  “Teaching should be such that what is offered is perceived as a valuable gift and not as a hard duty.”


  This quote comes from a 1952 New York Times interview that was later repurposed as an essay titled “Education for Independent Thought.”


  “I am opposed to examinations—they only deter from the interest in studying. No more than two exams should be given throughout a student’s [college] career. I would hold seminars, and if the young people are interested and listen, I would give them a diploma.”


  Princeton University librarian Hanna Fantova quoted Einstein saying this in 1955.
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  On Science


  “The province of scientifically determined fact has been enormously extended, theoretical knowledge has become vastly more profound in every department of science. But the assimilative power of the human intellect is and remains strictly limited. Hence it was inevitable that the activity of the individual investigator should be confined to a smaller and smaller section of human knowledge. Worse still, as a result of this specialization, it is becoming increasingly difficult for even a rough general grasp of science as a whole, without which the true spirit of research is inevitably handicapped, to keep pace with progress.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section In Honor of Arnold Berliner's Seventieth Birthday.


  “E = mc2.”


  An immortalized equation from 1905, it equates to: energy equals mass times the speed of light squared. This is the cornerstone of Einstein’s theory of relativity.


  “A theorist goes astray in two ways: 1) The devil leads him by the nose with a false hypothesis. (For this he deserves our pity.) 2) His arguments are erroneous and sloppy. (For this he deserves a beating.)”


  This 1915 quote reiterates Einstein’s feeling that failure is perfectly acceptable. It’s shoddy work that science won’t tolerate.


  “The truth of a theory can never be proven, for one never knows if future experience will contradict its conclusions.”


  A sophisticated understanding of science must take into account that there can always be further evidence forthcoming in any field of inquiry.


  “After a certain high level of technical skill is achieved, science and art tend to coalesce in esthetics, plasticity, and form. The greatest scientists are artists as well.”


  Einstein told this to University of North Carolina mathematics professor Archibald Henderson in 1923, who then recounted the quote in a Durham Morning Herald article in 1955.


  “The belief in an external world independent of the perceiving subject is the basis of all natural science. Since, however, sense perception only gives information of this external world or of “physical reality” indirectly, we can only grasp the latter by speculative means. It follows from this that our notions of physical reality can never be final.”


  This comes from 1931’s “Maxwell’s Influence on the Evolution of the Idea of Physical Reality.” Although this is an accepted principle, it does put a bit of a damper on the enthusiasm for the search of a unified field theory that bridges relativity and quantum mechanics.


  “Science will stagnate if it is made to serve practical goals.”


  This was an answer to a 1947 question from the Overseas News Agency.


  “Science is a wonderful thing if one does not have to earn a living at it. One should earn one’s living by work of which one is sure one is capable. Only when we do not have to be accountable to anyone can we find joy in scientific endeavor.”


  Einstein said this to a student in California in 1951.


  “For those of us who believe in physics, the distinction between past, present, and future is only a stubbornly persistent illusion.”


  Less than a month before dying in 1955, Einstein wrote this in a letter of condolence to the family of Michele Besso, his longtime friend who had just passed away.


  Einstein’s Humility


  “Thanks to my fortunate idea of introducing the relativity principle into physics, you (and others) now enormously overrate my scientific abilities, to the point where this makes me quite uncomfortable.”


  In 1908, Einstein was still just a 29-year-old wunderkind in the scientific world, who three years earlier has changed everything in theoretical physics with a series of papers that laid out his theory of relativity. This quote was said to Arnold Sommerfeld, a German physicist who received 81 Nobel prize nominations in his lifetime.


  “With fame I become more and more stupid, which of course is a very common phenomenon.”


  This 1919 quote reflects the classic Einstein tendencies to both discount his own intelligence and prefer to be left alone. He thought that people’s overestimation of his intellect lead to an undeserved fame, with people constantly demanding his time and hanging on his every word. He always preferred to be left in solitude to work.


  “It strikes me as unfair, and even in bad taste, to select a few individuals for boundless admiration, attributing superhuman powers of mind and character to them. This has been my fate, and the contrast between the popular assessment of my powers and achievements and the reality is simply grotesque.”


  This comes from Einstein’s essay, “Impressions of the U.S.A.” from 1931. Because Einstein felt his own talents were exaggerated in the public eye, he bemoaned the same thing happening to undeserving world leaders and other public figures.


  “My life is a simple thing that would interest no one. It is a known fact that I was born, and that is all that is necessary.”


  Einstein gave this answer to a Princeton High School reporter in 1935. Speaking from experience, I can say that this is exactly the kind of answer that will cause a high school journalist to panic.


  “Why is it that nobody understands me, yet everybody likes me?”


  Speaking to the New York Times in 1944, this question sums up Einstein’s lifelong bewilderment with his public perception.


  “I have no special talents. I am only passionately curious.”


  In 1952, at the age of 73, Einstein still worked and still had his thirst for knowledge, but his most productive days were far behind him.


  “I hate my pictures. Look at my face. If it weren’t for this [mustache], I’d look like a woman!”


  The date of this quote is not known, but Einstein was talking to photographer Alan Richards sometime during his elderly years. Richards later quoted him in a book.


  On Solitude


  “My passionate sense of social justice and social responsibility has always contrasted oddly with my pronounced freedom from the need for direct contact with other human beings and human communities.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It. Einstein preferred to love his neighbor from afar.


  “I have never lost an obstinate sense of detachment, of the need for solitude—a feeling which increases over the years.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “You are surprised, aren’t you, at the contrast between my fame throughout the world… and the isolation and quiet in which I live here. I wished for this isolation all my life, and now I have finally achieved it here in Princeton.”


  This quote comes from Philipp Frank’s book, Einstein, His Life and Times. Einstein landed a job at Princeton University in 1933, where he stayed until his death in 1955. Once Hitler took control of Germany in 1933, Einstein bounced around Europe for several months before settling in Princeton, New Jersey. He never returned to Germany.


  “I lived in that solitude which is painful in youth, but delicious in maturity.”


  In this written statement from 1936, Einstein again expresses his fondness for living and working in peace and quiet, away from distraction.


  “In the past it never occurred to me that every casual remark of mine would be snatched up and recorded. Otherwise I would have crept further into my shell.”


  Einstein told this to biographer Carl Seelig 1953, near the end of his life.
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  Wit and Humor


  “She knows her way around the family of radioactive substances better than I know the way around my own family.”


  Einstein was Speaking of Austrian physicist Lise Meitner (1878–1968), who was part of a team that discovered nuclear fission. He had also called Meitner the “German Marie Curie.”


  “I’ve been so preoccupied with what would happen in the event of my death that I’m surprised to find myself still alive.”


  Einstein references the estate paperwork for his family’s inheritance, which had preoccupied him in 1918.


  “Like the man in the fairytale who turned everything he touched into gold, so with me everything is turned into newspaper clamor.”


  In speaking to a friend in 1920, Einstein of course was referring to the myth of King Midas. As the legend goes, King Midas eventually hated and cursed his power to turn everything he touched into gold. Einstein himself detested the limelight that his fame brought him.


  “Funny people, these Germans. To them I am a stinking flower, yet they make me into a boutonniere time and time again.”


  This was taken from Einstein’s travel diary in 1925.


  “If A is success in life, then A=x+y+z. Work is x, play is y, and z is keeping your mouth shut.”


  Einstein was living in Berlin when he said this, which was published in the New York Times in 1929. He frequently talked about keeping one’s mouth shut.


  “I have now been promoted to an “evil monster” in Germany, and all my money has been taken away from me. But I console myself with the thought that the latter would soon be gone, anyway.”


  From 1933, the year German authorities seized Einstein’s bank account.


  “I’m doing just fine, considering that I have triumphantly survived Nazism and two wives.”


  Einstein always cherished humor no matter how he felt or what was going on in the world. – 1952


  “I have reached an age when, if someone tells me to wear socks, I don’t have to.”


  Einstein’s neighbor, the physicist Allen Shenstone, recounted this quote sometime after Shenstone returned to the Princeton Department of Physics in 1945.


  On Wealth and Money


  “The ordinary object of human endeavor—property, outward success, luxury—have always seemed to me contemptible.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “I was originally supposed to become an engineer, but the thought of having to expend my creative energy on things that make practical everyday life even more refined, with a loathsome capital gain as the goal, was unbearable to me.”


  From 1918, this quote again reflects Einstein’s distaste for pursuit of money as a motivating factor. He did believe that financial gain made the world better or people happier.


  “I am absolutely convinced that no wealth in the world can help humanity forward, even in the hands of the most devoted worker in this cause. The example of great and pure characters is the only thing that can produce fine ideas and noble deeds. Money only appeals to selfishness and always tempts its owners irresistibly to abuse it.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Of Wealth.


  “Try to become not a man of success, but try rather to become a man of value.”


  Einstein was probably speaking of financial success in the Life Magazine article that came out just days after his death in 1955. He held notable disdain for the pursuit of money.


  On God, Religion, and Philosophy


  “I cannot conceive of a God who rewards and punishes his creatures, or has a will of the type of which we are conscious in ourselves. An individual who should survive his physical death is also beyond my comprehension, no do I wish it otherwise; such notions are for the fears or absurd egoism of feeble souls. Enough for me the mystery of the eternity of life, and the inkling of the marvellous structure of reality, together with the single-hearted endeavour to comprehend a portion, be it never so tiny, of the reason that manifests itself in nature.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “The Jew who abandons his faith (in the formal sense of the word) is in a position similar to a snail that abandons its shell. He remains a Jew.”


  Einstein here offers further explanation for why he still identified as a Jew for his entire life, even though he disavowed the religious portion of being Jewish relatively early on.


  “The scientist is possessed by a sense of universal causation… His religious feeling takes the form of a rapturous amazement at the harmony of natural law, which reveals an intelligence of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection… It is beyond question closely akin to that which has possessed the religious geniuses of all ages.”


  Like many great thinkers before him – Socrates being perhaps the most famous example – Einstein realized that the more questions he and humanity answered, the more new questions arose. Essentially, the more we know, the more we understand how little we know.


  “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.”


  “Isn’t all of philosophy like writing in honey? It looks wonderful at first sight, but when you look again it is all gone. Only the smear is left.”


  This quote manages to convey a complicated sentiment with vivid imagery.


  “I see only with deep regret that God punishes so many of his children for their numerous stupidities, for which only he himself can be held responsible; in my opinion, only his nonexistence could excuse him.”


  This comes quoted from a colleague in 1915. As with his feelings on pacifism and Israel, Einstein’s views on God are not easily summed up. Suffice it to say he was not a believer in any established religion.


  “Upon reading books on philosophy, I learned that I stood there like a blind man in front of a painting… the works of speculative philosophy are beyond my reach.”


  Einstein wrote this in 1917 to the philosopher Eduard Hartmann, with whom he corresponded regularly.


  “In every true searcher of Nature there is a kind of religious reverence, for he finds it impossible to imagine that he is the first to have thought out the exceedingly delicate threads that connect his perceptions.”


  German author Alexander Moszkowski had many conversations with Einstein, which he eventually made into a book. This snippet comes from 1920.


  “The word “Jewish” has two meanings: It has to do with (1) nationality and descent; (2) religion. I am a Jew in the first sense but not in the second.”


  When Einstein addressed Berlin’s Jewish Community in 1921, this was part of his message. He didn’t believe in the religion of Judaism, yet he identified as a Jew.


  “I believe in Spinoza’s God, Who reveals Himself in the lawful harmony of the world, not in a God who concerns himself with the fate and the doings of mankind.”


  This was part of an answer to Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein in 1929. Spinoza’s believed that God was inseparable from the material world, and so to become closer to God, a person should better understand the workings of the Universe. Elsewhere, Einstein stated explicitly that he was not an atheist.


  “If one purges all subsequent additions from the original teachings of the Prophets and Christianity, especially those of the priests, one is left with a doctrine that is capable of curing all the social ills of humankind.”


  This 1933 statement comes from the Jewish publication Renasterea Noastra, of Romania.


  On Power, Authority, and Government


  “Blind obedience to authority is the greatest enemy of the truth.”


  Einstein said this to one of his teachers in 1901. He was talking about a professor who he considered closed-minded, but the statement holds true of Einstein’s feelings on all types of authority figures throughout his life.


  “If my theory of relativity is proven successful, Germany will claim me as a German and France will declare that I am a citizen of the world. Should my theory prove untrue, France will say that I am a German and Germany will declare that I am a Jew.”


  Einstein addressed the French Philosophical Society in 1922 and included this quote. It’s an example of his negative feelings on Nationalism, which he believed manipulated people into false pride.


  “To punish me for my contempt of authority, Fate has made me an authority myself.”


  Spoken to a friend in 1930. Einstein always looked upon authority suspiciously, and probably wished all of those who sought his knowledge and opinions would do the same with him.


  “Individual freedom provides a better basis for productive labor than any form of tyranny.”


  When Einstein visited the United States in 1930, his arrival in the port of New York was a big deal. This quote comes from a broadcast with Einstein after he deboarded his ship.


  “The State exists for man, not man for the State… I believe that the most important mission of the State is to protect the individual and make it possible for him to develop into a creative personality. The State should be our servant; we should not be slaves of the State. The State violates this precept when it forces us to perform military service.”


  This comes from a 1931 article in the New York Times Magazine called “The Road to Peace.”


  “As long as I have any choice, I will stay only in a country where political liberty, toleration, and equality of all citizens before the law are the rule.”


  In 1933, Einstein was visiting the United States when Adolf Hitler took power in Germany. Einstein never returned to his old home.


  “Nationalism is, in my opinion, nothing more than an idealistic rationalization for militarism and aggression.”


  By October 1933, when Einstein gave a speech in London’s Royal Albert Hall including this quote, he was already an exile from Hitler’s Germany, where nationalism was almost like the national religion.


  “Freedom, in any case, is only possible by constantly struggling for it. A citizenry that is politically indifferent will always end up enslaved no matter what form its constitution and legal institutions take.”


  Here Einstein makes the case that unchecked power and authority always will move to strengthen itself with more power and authority, whether it exists inside a democracy or not.


  “The conscientious objector is a revolutionary. In deciding to disobey the law he sacrifices his personal interests to the most important cause of working for the betterment of society.”


  Einstein advocated refusing military service, as well as other disobedience, on moral grounds.


  “In the case of political, and even of religious, leaders, it is often very doubtful whether they have done more good or harm.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Good and Evil.


  “The only justifiable purpose of political institutions is to assure the unhindered development of the individual… That is why I consider myself to be particularly fortunate to be an American.”


  Einstein became an American citizen in 1940. When Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in 1933, Einstein was visiting America, and he decided to stay for good.


  “A forced faithfulness is a bitter fruit for all concerned.”


  It is thought that in this quote Einstein was talking about the faithfulness between a husband and wife.


  “The attempt to combine wisdom and power has only rarely been successful, and then only for a short while.”


  Einstein’s belief in human fallibility meant he didn’t think too few people should ever be entrusted with too much power.


  “Any government is in itself an evil insofar as it carries within it the tendency to deteriorate into tyranny.”


  Just like individual people, Einstein is saying that all governments have the potential to do harm as well as good. The system of government itself will never make that untrue.
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  “There is no other salvation for civilization and even for the human race than in the creation of a world government, with the security of nations founded upon law. As long as there are sovereign states with their separate armaments and armament secrets, new world wars cannot be avoided.”


  Einstein said this in a 1945 New York Times interview. Following World War II, he became an activist for world government and nuclear disarmament.


  “He who is untrue to his own cause cannot command the respect of others.”


  This 1945 Einstein quote suggests that he may not be surprised by the link between hypocrisy and the disapproval ratings of modern politicians.


  “Thus I came… to a deep religiosity, which, however, found an abrupt ending at the age of 12. Through the reading of popular scientific books I soon reached the conviction that much in the stories of the Bible could not be true… Suspicion against every kind of authority grew out of this experience—an attitude which has never again left me.”


  Another excerpt from “Autobiographical Notes” in 1946, this touches on the origin of Einstein’s lifelong religious views and distrust of authority. Also, it’s the kind of insight that makes Einstein buffs wish that he’d written a full autobiography.


  “I hardly ever felt as alienated from people as I do right now… The worst is that nowhere is there anything with which one can identify. Brutality and lies are everywhere.”


  This quote comes from 1950, duing the time period in which Eugene McCarthy’s Communist witch-hunt era was firing up. Einstein was considered a political dissident by some for his support of socialism, civil rights, and nuclear disarmament.


  “The German calamity of years ago repeats itself: people acquiesce without resistance and align themselves with the forces of evil.”


  From 1951, Einstein again regarded America’s McCarthyist paranoia. He was a target himself. The FBI had a file on him that ballooned to more than 1,500 pages.


  “If I were to be president, sometimes I would have to say to the Israeli people things they would not like to hear.”


  In the 1950s, Einstein was offered the presidency of Israel, but he denied the position.


  “The Nuremberg Trial of the German war criminals was tacitly based on the recognition of the principle: Criminal actions cannot be excused if committed on government orders; conscience supersedes the authority of the law of the state.”


  In 1953, the Chicago Decalogue Society of Lawyers granted Einstein an award for contributions to human rights. His response, called “Human Rights,” was played at the ceremony and included this quote.


  “America is incomparably less endangered by its own Communists than by the hysterical hunt for the few Communists that are here.”


  Einstein believed that the McCarthy era Communist witch hunts, of which he was a target, were damaging to the strength of American democracy. – 1954


  “Whoever is careless with the truth in small matters cannot be trusted in important affairs.”


  This comes from an unfinished and undelivered speech that Einstein intended to address the Arab-Israeli conflict in April 1955. However, Einstein died on April 18 before completing it.


  War and Peace


  “Force always attracts men of low morality, and I believe it to be an invariable rule that tyrants of genius are succeeded by scoundrels.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “The psychological roots of war are, in my opinion, biologically rooted in the aggressive nature of the male creature… Some animals—the bull and the rooster—surpass us in this regard.”


  This comes from Einstein’s 1915 essay “My Opinion on the War,” written for the Goethebund of Berlin (Berlin Goethe Society).


  “I know people in Germany whose private lives are guided by virtually unbounded altruism, but who were awaiting the declaration of unlimited submarine warfare with the greatest impatience… These people must be shown that it is necessary to have consideration for non-Germans as worthy equals, that it is essential to earn the trust of foreign countries, in order to be able to exist, that the goals that one sets for oneself cannot be achieved through force and treachery.”


  From 1917, this quote reflects Einstein’s constant frustration with intelligent people who still succumbed to nationalism and supported war. Einstein was a pacifist and always believed that war and nationalism were counterproductive for humanity.


  “War seems to me a mean, contemptible thing: I would rather be hacked in pieces that take part in such an abominable business.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “He who cherishes the values of culture cannot fail to be a pacifist.”


  In 1922, Einstein contributed a piece to a German-language collection that translates to The Peace Movement. He was a devout pacifist until Nazi Germany forced him to admit that military retaliation was needed. Later, he maintained his pacifist status and became an activist for disarmament.


  “No person has the right to call himself a Christian or Jew so long as he is prepared to engage in systematic murder at the command of an authority, or allow himself to be used in any way in the service of war or the preparation for it.”


  Einstein’s 1928 contribution to “Pax Mundi: Livre d’or de la paix,” an anthology from Switzerland of quotes from notable people on world peace.


  “I would absolutely refuse any direct or indirect war service and would try to persuade my friends to do the same, regardless of the reasons for the cause of a war.”


  In 1929, this quote came from Einstein’s contribution to the publication of Die Wahrheit


  (The Truth). He staunchly opposed required military service.


  “My pacifism is an instinctive feeling, a feeling that possesses me because the murder of people is disgusting. My attitude is not derived from any intellectual theory but is based on my deepest antipathy to every kind of cruelty and hatred.”


  In 1929 Christian Century published in an interview with Einstein that contained this quote.


  “Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding. You cannot subjugate a nation forcibly unless you wipe out every man, woman, and child. Unless you wish to use such drastic measures, you must find a way of settling your disputes without resort to arms.”


  Einstein believed that violence begets more violence, and so it is never a viable long-term solution to problems. This 1931 quote comes from “Notes on Pacifism.”


  “War is not a parlor game in which the players obediently stick to the rules. Where life and death are at stake, rules and obligations go by the board. Only the absolute repudiation of all war can be of any use here.”


  Einstein proclaimed this in a speech to California university students in 1932. Later it was published in the New York Times.


  “In two weeks the sheep-like masses can be worked up by the newspapers into such a state of excited fury that the men are prepared to put on uniform and kill and be killed, for the sake of the worthless aims of a few interested parties. Compulsory military service seems to me the most disgraceful symptom of that deficiency in personal dignity from which civilized mankind is suffering today.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Society and Personality.


  “I cannot understand the passive response of the whole civilized world to this modern barbarism. Doesn’t the world see that Hitler is aiming for war?”


  A Viennese reporter quoted Einstein saying this in 1933. If feels eerie now to think that Einstein and certainly others like him foresaw Hitler’s military aggression, yet not enough was being done to stop it.


  “I am the same ardent pacifist I was before. But I believe that the tool of refusing military service can be advocated again in Europe only when the military threat from aggressive dictatorships toward democratic countries has ceased to exist.”


  By 1934, Einstein has eased up on his opposition to required military service ever so slightly. He said this to Rabbi Philip Bernstein, who helped up to 200,000 displaced Jews relocate after World War II.


  “It is unworthy of a great nation to stand idly by while small countries of great culture are being destroyed with a cynical contempt for justice.”


  Einstein delivered this message as part of a speech during a peace meeting in New York’s Madison Square Garden in 1938.


  “Organized power can be opposed only by organized power. Much as I regret this, there is no other way.”


  Einstein told this to a pacifist student in 1941. A 62-year-old Einstein had finally come to a pragmatic support of US involvement in World War II.


  “People are living now just as they were before… and it is clear that they have learned nothing from the horrors they have had to deal with. The little intrigues with which they had complicated their lives before are again taking up most of their thoughts. What a strange species we are.”


  Einstein gave his thoughts on post-World War II life in December, 1945.


  “The bombing of civilian centers was initiated by the Germans and adopted by the Japanese. To it, the Allies responded in kind—as it turned out, with greater effectiveness—and they were morally justified in doing so.”


  This was part of a 1947 Atlantic Monthly series “Einstein on the Atomic Bomb.”


  “The crime of the Germans is truly the most abominable ever to be recorded in the history of the so-called civilized nations. The conduct of the German intellectuals—seen as a group—was no better than that of the mob.”


  Again, Einstein sees no reason to let the intelligentsia off the hook for the actions of their governments. This quote comes from 1949, and Einstein never forgave Germany or the Germans for the Holocaust and World War II.


  “I believe that the killing of human beings in a war is no better than common murder.”


  Einstein told this to Japanese magazine Kaizo in 1952.


  “The more a country makes military weapons, the more insecure it becomes: if you have weapons, you become a target for attack.”


  This comes from a 1953 interview, with an aging Einstein becoming increasingly wary of the arms race that characterized the Cold War.


  “I am a dedicated but not an absolute pacifist; this means that I am opposed to the use of force under any circumstances except when confronted by an enemy who pursues the destruction of life as an end in itself.”


  Here was Einstein explaining in 1953 the reason he had to relent and support the use of force against the Nazis.


  “My participation in the production of the atomic bomb consisted of one single act: I signed a letter to President Roosevelt in which I emphasized the necessity of conducting large-scale experimentation with regard to the feasibility of producing an atom bomb… I felt impelled to take the step because it seemed probable that the Germans might be working on the same problem with every prospect of success. I had no alternative to act as I did, although I have always been a convinced pacifist.”


  The letter that Einstein referenced here he sent in 1939, and for the rest of his life, the popular misperception that he was the “father of the atomic bomb” haunted Einstein. The Roosevelt letter was a significant factor in the launching of a nuclear program to try to beat the Nazis to the technology.


  “Real progress has never been possible without sacrifices… As long as nations systematically continue to prepare for war, fear, distrust and selfish ambitions will lead to war again.”


  Einstein believe that achieve world peace, nations would have to give up some of their sovereignty to a world government. That’s the sacrifice he mentioned here.


  “May the conscience and the common sense of the people be awakened, so that we may reach a new stage in the life of nations, where people will look back on war as an incomprehensible aberration of their forefathers!”


  Sadly, we’re still waiting for Einstein’s wish to be fulfilled, almost 60 years after his death. To many, a world without war remains incomprehensible.


  “I am not saying the U.S. should not manufacture and stockpile the bomb, for I believe that it must do so; it must be able to deter another nation from making an atomic attack.”


  The complexity of nuclear weapons entering the geopolitical scene caused thinking pacifists like Einstein to run their logic in circles. While Einstein unequivocally supported nuclear disarmament, such an undertaking would have to be agreed to on all sides for it to be practical.


  “Striving for peace and preparing for war are incompatible with each other… Arms must be entrusted only to an international authority.”


  Again, Einstein reiterates that armed nations will eventually find an excuse to use those arms. However, the idea of nations turning over all their weapons to an international authority has proved to be about as popular are government representatives voting to reduce their own pay.


  Great Scott! Einstein on the Future


  “A happy man is too satisfied with the present to think too much about the future.”


  Einstein was just 17 when he wrote this in a school essay called “My Future Plans.”


  “We will hope that future historians will explain the morbid symptoms of present-day society as the childhood ailments of an aspiring humanity, due entirely to the excessive speed at which civilization was advancing.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Society and Personality.


  “I never think of the future. It comes soon enough.”


  This quote from 1930 shows that a 50-year-old Einstein still felt about the future much the same as his 17-year-old schoolboy self.


  “Japan is now like a great kettle without a safety valve. It does not have enough land to enable its population to exist and develop. The situation must somehow be remedied if we are to avoid a terrible conflict.”


  This comes from a New York Times article in 1925. Japan invaded China a few years later, beginning a long struggle.


  “Hitler is living—or shall I say sitting—on the empty stomach of Germany. As soon as economic conditions improve, Hitler will sink into oblivion.”


  This 1931 prediction did not come true for Einstein.


  “As long as nations demand unrestricted sovereignty we shall undoubtedly be faced with still bigger wars, fought with bigger and technologically more advanced weapons.”


  As the United Nations was forming in 1945, Einstein was a vocal proponent of world government. He advocated national disarmament and world courts.


  “Creation of a United States of Europe is an economic and political necessity. Whether it would contribute to the stabilization of international peace is hardly predictable. I believe yes.”


  Einstein scores one for his envisioning of a kind of European Union, decades before the Maastricht Treaty formed the European Union of today in 1993. Of course, to say whether or not the European Union has been good for international peace or not would be pure speculation.
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  “The proposed militarization of the nation not only immediately threatens us with war, it will also slowly but surely undermine the democratic spirit and the dignity of the individual in our land.”


  Einstein’s predictions here ring true particularly in the United States, where various laws of the past decade have all but negated the individual rights promised in the Bill of Rights.


  “I do not believe that civilization will be wiped out in a war fought with the atomic bomb. Perhaps two-thirds of the people on Earth would be killed, but enough men capable of thinking, and enough books, would be left to start out again, and civilization would be restored.”


  We can all be thankful that this rather grim assessment from Einstein has not been put to the test.


  “I also believe that capitalism or, we should say, the system of free enterprise will prove unable to check unemployment, which will become increasingly chronic because of technological progress, and unable to maintain a healthy balance between production and the purchasing power of the people.”


  Technological progress and unemployment: two things we have in great supply today. Will Einstein be correct that the free enterprise system will not keep unemployment under control?


  “The unified field theory has been put into retirement. It is so difficult to employ mathematically that I have not been able to verify it somehow, in spite of all my efforts. This state of affairs will no doubt last many more years, mostly because physicists have little understanding of logical-philosophical arguments.”


  This comes from correspondence with Romanian philosopher and mathematician Maurice Solovine in 1951. Einstein was correct that the search would take many more years, as it’s still being worked on today.


  “The discovery of a nuclear chain reaction need not bring about the destruction of mankind any more than the discovery of matches.”


  Einstein said this for the 1952 Canadian Education Week. So far, so good.


  Words of Wisdom


  “Life is a great tapestry. The individual is only an insignificant thread in an immense and miraculous pattern.”


  Einstein often spoke or wrote about the individual’s place in a greater societal effort, rather than individuals putting their own interests first.


  “I believe that all creatures who can have young ones together are very much the same.”


  It may not be comfortable to people who don’t like to think of humans as animals, but Einstein did think that way. For him, that viewpoint leant itself naturally to a belief in equality of all people.


  “One should keep in mind that on average the moral qualities of people do not differ much from country to country.”


  This 1919 quote underscores Einstein’s well-known sentiment that people all belonged to one human family. He was an advocate of world government and of people’s disassociating themselves with national identity.


  “Children don’t heed the life experiences of their parents, and nations ignore history. Bad lessons always have to be learned anew.”


  This 1923 Einstein quote sounds like a paraphrase of the famous 1905 quote from Spanish author George Santayana: “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”


  “Great men are simply men and are not to be considered from the point of view of nationality, nor should the environment in which they were brought up be taken into account.”


  This quote comes from the New York Times in April 1926.


  “Homosexuality should not be punishable except to protect children.”


  This was part of Einstein’s message to the World League for Sexual Reform in Berlin, 1929.


  “Sometimes one pays most for things one gets for nothing.”


  This comes from a 1929 interview in the Saturday Evening Post.


  “Race is a fraud. All modern people are a conglomeration of so many ethnic mixtures that no pure race remains.”


  This comes from a 1929 issue of the Saturday Evening Post and shows that Einstein was ahead of his own times in the ways in which he assessed the differences that caused rifts between people.


  “When one looks at humankind today, one notices with regret that quantity does not make up for quality. If quantity could only substitute for quality, we would be in better circumstances now than was Ancient Greece.”


  Einstein in 1937 noticed that a great explosion in population was not accompanied with a great explosion in peace and prosperity, which people universally profess to desire.


  “It is better for people to be like the beasts… They should be more intuitive; they should not be too conscious of what they are doing while they are doing it.”


  Einstein told this to Algernon Black, the leader of the New York society for Ethical Culture in 1940. Einstein did not want the conversation published, but it still came to light.


  “Autobiographies mostly arise out of narcissism or negative feelings toward others. Biographies from the pen of another person tend in their psychological traits to reflect the intellectual and spiritual nature of the writer more than that of the person portrayed.”


  This quote from 1942 would end up in the forward of Philipp Frank’s Einstein biography. The scientist never wrote an autobiography.


  “I admit that thoughts influence the body.”


  Coming from an interview in 1943, this viewpoint is just recently being accepted across the board.


  “Life is short, and the boulder against which one pushes with all one’s might moves from its spot only with long intermissions.”


  This 1947 musing reflects the pity that even if long-term progress is consistently moving forward, a person only gets to witness a small amount of it in a lifetime.


  “One is born into a herd of buffaloes and must be glad if one is not trampled underfoot before one’s time.”


  Einstein said this to Hungarian mathematician and physicist Cornelius Lanczos in 1952, who earlier in life had served as Einstein’s assistant and did important supplemental work on Einstein’s relativity theory.


  “It is difficult to say what truth is, but sometimes it is so easy to recognize a falsehood.”


  By the time of this quote in 1953, the 74-year-old Einstein had spent a long life mired in theoretical physics, where the idea of truth was tenuous, subject to verification, and always under scrutiny.


  “Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong attempt to acquire it.”


  So spoke Einstein in 1954 at the age of 75. Though he was still very busy, his work by that time had moved away from science and toward dispense that hard-earned wisdom to friends, colleagues, writers, government officials, etc.


  “A life directed chiefly toward the fulfillment of personal desires will sooner or later always lead to bitter disappointment.”


  Spoken in 1954 at the age of 75 and close to his death, Einstein felt this way for his whole life. While his life was certainly not all happy, he seemed to avoid that bitter disappointment for the most part.


  “Fear or stupidity has always been the basis of most human actions.”


  Nearing the end of his life at 75 in 1954, Einstein might have been labeled a grumpy old man. In truth, this sentiment did not come on at an old age, and it does not reflect an overall grumpiness, just what Einstein would determine an accurate assessment.


  “Whoever undertakes to set himself up as a judge of Truth and Knowledge is shipwrecked by the laughter of the gods.”


  This 1954 quote comes from Einstein’s contribution to a collection of essays given to the rabbi Leo Baeck for his 80th birthday. Leo Baeck was a prominent leader in the Jewish community of Hitler’s Germany.


  Einstein's Meaning of Life


  “The man who regards his own life and that of his fellow-creatures as meaningless is not merely unfortunate but almost disqualified for life.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The Meaning of Life.


  “A man’s value to the community depends primarily on how far his feelings, thoughts, and actions are directed towards promoting the good of his fellows.”


  “We have to do the best we are capable of. This is our sacred human responsibility.”


  Einstein often spoke of deriving motivation from the innumerable ways in which all people’s present lives were enriched from the past labors of others. He felt responsible to contribute to the progress of the species because of those who had already progressed it.


  “A hundred times every day I remind myself that my inner and outer life depend on the


  labors of other men, living and dead, and that I must exert myself in order to give in the same measure as I have received and am still receiving.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section The World As I See It.


  “Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.”


  In 1932, Einstein spoke to the journal of Young Israel in New York. This quote comes from that interview and also appeared in the New York Times.


  “When we survey our lives and endeavours we soon observe that almost the whole of our actions and desires are bound up with the existence of other human beings. We see that our whole nature resembles that of the social animals. We eat food that others have grown, wear clothes that others have made, live in houses that others have built. The greater part of our knowledge and beliefs has been communicated to us by other people through the medium of a language which others have created. Without language our mental capacities would be poor indeed, comparable to those of the higher animals; we have, therefore, to admit that we owe our principal advantage over the beasts to the fact of living in human society. The individual, if left alone from birth would remain primitive and beast-like in his thoughts and feelings to a degree that we can hardly conceive.”


  This quote is from the book The World As I See It, under the section Society and Personality.


  Finale – Parting Words


  “I have firmly resolved to bite the dust, when my time comes, with a minimum of medical assistance, and up to then I will sin to my wicked heart’s content.”


  At the young age of 34, Einstein already set the terms for his life and death. He said this to Elsa Löwenthal in 1913, who became Elsa Einstein when they married in 1919.


  “I want to be cremated so people won’t come to worship at my bones.”


  This is Einstein’s wish as quoted by Abraham Pais, an Einstein biographer and friend, in 1994.


  “Every reminiscence is colored by today’s being what it is, and therefore by a deceptive point of view.”


  Although Einstein never wrote an autobiography, he did pen “Autobiographical Notes” in 1946, though this excerpt betrays what he thought of autobiographies.


  “I am content in my later years. I have kept my good humor and take neither myself nor the next person seriously.”


  From 1950, this quote emphasizes what Einstein thought was important in life. It’s good insight to his personality, as many people in their later years may not find contentedness in not taking anything too seriously.


  “All of one’s contemporaries and aging friends are living in a delicate balance, and one feels that one’s own consciousness is no longer as brightly lit as it once was. But then, twilight with its more subdued colors has its charms as well.”


  At the age of 73 in 1952, Einstein was winding down his life, spending less time working and more time reflecting.


  “I feel like an egg, of which only the shell remains; at 75 years old, one can’t expect anything else. One should prepare a person for his death.”


  This was quoted by Hanna Fantova in 1954. Fantova was a Princeton University librarian who became a close friend of Einstein’s beginning in 1945.


  “In one’s youth every person and every event appear to be unique. With age, one becomes much more aware that similar events recur. Later on, one is less often delighted or surprised, but also less disappointed.”


  Einstein said this to Queen Elisabeth of Belgium in 1954.


  “I want to go when I want. It is tasteless to prolong life artificially. I have done my share; it is time to go. I will do it elegantly.”


  Helen Dukas quoted Einstein in an April 1955 letter to Einstein biographer Abraham Pais. It may not be an exact quote.


  “I have finished my task here.”


  These are considered Einstein’s last words from 1955. His last words have also been paraphrased differently in other places, such as “my work here is done,” but the basic, simple message of his last words is accepted.


  Bonus Quotes: Others on Einstein, and Einstein on Others


  Dropping Science: Others on Einstein


  “You are the only sort of man in whose existence I see much hope for in this deplorable world.”


  This comes a postcard from Irish playwright and author George Bernard Shaw in 1924.


  “It is not ideal to be the wife of a genius. Your life does not belong to you. It seems to belong to everyone else. Nearly every minute of the day I give to my husband, and that means to the public.”


  From Elsa Einstein, Albert’s second wife, in 1936, the same year that she died a painful death from heart and kidney problems.


  “When something struck him as funny, his eyes twinkled merrily and he laughed with his whole being… He was ready for humor.”


  From Algernon Black, the leader of the New York society for Ethical Culture, in 1940.


  “Anyone who advises Americans to keep secret information which they may have about spies and saboteurs is himself an enemy of America.”


  Senator Eugene Joseph McCarthy said this when Einstein declined to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee, 1953.


  “A powerful searchlight of the human mind, piercing by its rays the darkness of the unknown, has suddenly been extinguished. The world has lost its foremost genius and the Jewish people its most illustrious son in the present generation.”


  Israel Prime Minister Moishe Sharrett, said this after Einstein’s death in 1955. In 1952, Israel then Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion offered Einstein the largely ceremonial position of President of Israel. Einstein declined.


  “He knew, as did Socrates, that we know nothing.”


  German-British physicist and mathematician Max Born said this of Einstein following his death in 1955. Born had been a key researcher into quantum mechanics.


  “Probably the only project he ever gave up on was me. He tried to give me advice, but he


  soon discovered that I was too stubborn and that he was just wasting his time.”


  Einstein’s son Hans Albert Einstein told this to the New York Times in 1973.


  “Nobody in football should be called a genius. A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein. “


  Former NFL quarterback and football commentator Joe Theisman has never been mistaken for a genius.


  The following quotes originate from the 1979 PBS television documentary, Albert Einstein: How I See the World:


  “He loved Jewish jokes. I have told him many, and the thing I wish most is that I would have a record in which I could capture Einstein's laughter when he heard a good Jewish joke. His laughter sounded something like the bark of a contented seal. It was a very strange sound.”


  – Abraham Pais, Einstein’s friend, colleague, and biographer.


  “He never forgave the Germans for what they had done. Never. On the other hand he was deeply rooted in the German culture. We always spoke German together, because that was the best way I could follow the nuance of his personality. German was the language in which he was free to modulate and to express himself.”


  – Abraham Pais, Einstein’s friend, colleague, and biographer.


  “If Einstein has stopped doing physics in the year 1925 and gone fishing, he would be just as beloved, just as great, and it would not have made a damn bit of difference.”


  – Abraham Pais, Einstein’s friend, colleague, and biographer.


  “He said he would be willing to subscribe to the idea to resist force with force. Because he said otherwise it's like trying to cure a sick tribe of people. You try to cure them, in a way it is too slow. By the time you cure them with pacifism, they're all dead. That's not very efficient.”


  – Abraham Pais, Einstein’s friend, colleague, and biographer.


  “At the very end, when they said to him, we could try to operate on you as a last resort. He didn't want to be operated on. He said ‘I want to go when I am ready, and I will do it in an elegant way.’”


  – Abraham Pais, Einstein’s friend, colleague, and biographer.


  “Ptolemy made a universe, which lasted 1400 years. Newton also made a universe, which


  lasted 300 years. Einstein has made a universe, and I can’t tell you how long that will last.


  – George Bernard Shaw, playwright and author.


  “Although he knew who he was; although he was aware of his celebrity, he always took it with humor and always laughed at it and at himself.”


  – Thomas Lee Bucky, family friend.


  “When the Nazis came into power, Einstein I think was faced with a dilemma. Should he continue with his pacifism, or should he do what he could to resist the Nazis in their effort to get control of the whole world?”


  – Linus Pauling, Einstein colleague.


  Frank and Blunt: Einstein on Others


  On Marie Curie (1867–1934)


  “I do not believe Mme. Curie is power-hungry or hungry for whatever. She is an unpretentious, honest person with more than her share of responsibilities and burdens. She has a sparkling intelligence, but despite her passionate nature she is not attractive enough to present a danger to anyone.”


  In 1911, French-Polish physicist Marie Curie alledgedly had an affair with French physicist Paul Langevin, who was already married. This is what Einstein said about the Nobel laureate Curie.


  On George Bernard Shaw (1856–1950)


  “Shaw is undoubtedly one of the world’s greatest figures. I once said of him that his plays remind me of Mozart. There is not one superfluous word in Shaw’s prose, just as there is not one superfluous note in Mozart’s" music.”


  Einstein thus praised Nobel Prize-winning playwright and author George Bernard Shaw in 1931.


  On or to Sigmund Freud (1856–1939)


  “You, who have gotten under the skin of so many people and, indeed, of humanity, have had no occasion to slip under mine.”


  In 1929, Einstein turned 50, and Viennese psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud wrote a letter to Einstein calling him a “happy one.” This was part of Einstein’s reply.


  “I understand Jung’s vague, imprecise notions, but I consider them worthless—a lot of talk without any clear direction. If there has to be a psychiatrist, I should prefer Freud. I do not believe in him, but I love very much his concise style and his original, although rather extravagant, mind.”


  This comes from an Einstein diary entry from December 1931. In a letter to Freud in 1936, Einstein even said that Freud’s ideas were “in harmony with reality.”


  On Vladimir Ilyich Lenin (1870–1924) and Friedrich Engels (1820–1895)


  “I respect Lenin as a man who gave all his energy, at a total sacrifice of his personal life, to dedicating himself to the realization of socialist justice. I don’t consider his methods appropriate. But one thing is certain: Men such as he are the guardians and renewers of mankind’s conscience.”


  After Lenin’s death in January 1929, Einstein gave a statement to the League of Human Rights, from which this quote comes.


  “Outside Russia, Lenin and Engels are of course not valued as scientific thinkers and no one would be interested in refuting them as such. The same might also be the case in Russia, except there one doesn’t dare say so.”


  From 1932, Einstein was making a point about the dangers of government suppression leading to an ill-informed populace.


  On Adolf Hitler (1889–1945)


  “Hitler appeared, a man with limited intellectual abilities and unfit for any useful work, bursting with envy and bitterness against all whom circumstance and nature had favored over him… He picked up this human flotsam on the streets and in the taverns and organized them around himself. This is the way he launched his political career.”


  This comes from a 1935 writing that went unpublished until much later but now appears in several Einstein anthologies.


  On Arturo Toscanini (1867–1957)


  “Only one who devotes himself to a cause with his whole strength and soul can be a true master. For this reason, mastery demands the whole person. Toscanini demonstrates this in every manifestation of his life.”


  From 1938, on the Italian musician and conductor Arturo Toscanini when he given an American Hebrew Medal. Like Einstein, Toscanini abhorred fascism and was exiled to the United States in the 1930s.


  On Woodrow Wilson (1856–1924)


  “At first glance, his greatest contribution, the League of Nations, appears to have failed. Still, despite the fact that the League was crippled by his contemporaries and rejected by his own country, I have no doubt that Wilson’s work will one day emerge in more effective form.”


  Einstein made this assessment of Woodrow Wilson (US President 1913-1921) and the League of Nations in 1940. It proved to be a bit prophetic when the United Nations was founded in 1945.


  On Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948)


  “I believe that Gandhi’s views were the most enlightened among all of the political men of our time. We should strive to do things in his spirit; not to use violence in fighting for our cause, but by nonparticipation in what we believe is evil.”


  This comes from a United Nations radio interview recorded in Einstein’s New Jersey home in 1950.


  Conclusion


  Nearly 60 years after his death, Albert Einstein’s hopes and fears still apply, and his musings still impart wisdom onto our present-day situations. He valued above all else human freedom and harmony—the ability for individuals to pursue their greatest creative potential in a global community that treated everyone as equal citizens of the world.


  What would Einstein have made of the Internet? This global communication system has the extraordinary power to bring people together, and to strip away the false boundaries of nationality, race, and religion that greatly frustrated the great thinker. When all people can communicate on a level field through the Internet, we have the potential to realize the true separation between people as Einstein saw it: the gap between the powerful and the powerless.


  Yet we still have so far to go. Einstein’s messages, of which only a fraction are presented here, continue to provide inspiration and guidance for how every person can create a beautiful life devoted to service to others, focus on one’s potential, and the constant enjoyment of being part of this amazing, mysterious universe.
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