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PREFACE.

Here is nothing
more admira-
ble in thislow-

“erWorld then

Precions Stones , fecing
they are the Starres of
the Earth, and fhine in
in competition with thofe

of the Firmament , diffi{f;

Az ting



 The ‘Preface

ting with them for fplen-
dor , beauty, and glory.
Nature produceth no-
thing more rich, and fuf-
ficiently confefleth it , in
her moft careful laying
them up and hiding them
in her private Cabinets
and Repofitories in the
inner parts of the Earth,
fo that they are not eafie
to be come by ; but their
value and price make
thcm worth the [earching
for 5 even through the

bowels
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bowels of the World.
Amongft thefe the Dia-
mond very well deferveth
the firlt plac.e and furpal-
feth all in brightnels and
hardnels, and cannot be
wrou#l 1t upon but by it
{elf. the Blood of a Goat,

contrary to the Qpinion
of the Ancients , havmg
no power at all over it.
The Ruby , whofe lively
Colour, and whofe Fire,
pierceth the Darkoels of
the Night , comes next

A 3 the



The Preface..

the @:amaﬂd and there
be divers forts of them
The Emerald with its
lovely green delights our
fight : Afterthele come
the Amethyst, the Saphyr,
the Turcoss , Sardﬁnix !
Chryfolite , Hyacinth , O-
pale, and others which
deferve a partlcular e-
{fteem. . The Sea hath
hktwlfe her riches as Well
as the Earth , fhe. gives
11$ ‘Pearl Coral, Ambar-

andTeHow all which

{erve




T he Preface.
ferve for Ornament, and
are of confiderable ufe in
Phyfick. The Beaftallo
do enclofe riches in their
bowels, and the Begoar
for its great commendati-
on ‘1t recewﬂth , may ve-
ry wéll be ‘ranked with
Precious Stones.  Indico,
Stlks, Sal Armoniac, (fmn
Lacca Salperer, and 0=
ther {uch like things, are
mot the leaft 'Caufcs of
Admiration | Metals',

and chlcﬂy (ja!d and’S’fL |
'4. Ver,
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ver-, currant now-a-
- dayesin moft parts of the
World, the repofe and
torment of Mortals, their
evil and welfare do hold
likewife a confiderable
place amongft the Won-
ders of MNature , and
fhould make us fo much
the more admire our
Creator.

We have divers Au-
thers both Anctcnt and
Modern, who have writ-
ten of the nature of all

thefe
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thele things, of their pro-
perties and ufe. Butl
have known none whe
have taken the care to ob-
ferve exacdtly either the
places whence they draw
them , or how they are
difcovered , or their pri-
ces ,- or how they are
prepared by any infalli-
ble Rule; of Diamonds,
Peurls , and Rubies , in
proportion to their qua-
lity and weight,, which
I find in my Opinion ve-

ry
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ry worthy the inquiry of
the Curious : for if we
take delight to obferve
the fituation of the Stars,
and {eek out the fource of
a River, I find no lefs
pleafure to difcover a
Mine, to traceits Veins,
and to know precilely
thofe places of the Earth
where the Diamonds are
found, and where they
filh for Pearl; and this
is that which this Hiftory
doth dif¢over: For in-

deed
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deed the Diamond is only
pmduced in ﬂ[z , and
that but i aliccle corncr
ofit; the Rubyina Kin

dom on the other ﬁ%

Ganges , little frcquentcd
b Eampmm the Emea
m[d in Perna R egion of
America ; the Turcon. in

fperf i 5 the Pearl. gnj)r

ina Few Seas .of the: ,Ecgﬂ

f and VVE{?, the: Cara{ In
i the Jtrc;ﬂbt: . _%14011? xﬁn

L-

-~ ber upon the Coafl; of

Trty,rm ; thetrue Bezoar
only
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only in the Indies , and
{o of thereft. Inall thele
Inquiries | have laboured
upon very good Obfer.
vations and the neareft
Relationsof the moft Fa-
mous Travellers of our
Time ; and this Work
ought {o much the rather
to Be received, by how
much it feems to be fea-
fortable , and f(hews the |
ways to thole precious
Mines of “Afia,” which
hithérto have not been

well



p— .

The Preface.

well known, and of thofe
fertil Regions into which
our moft Powerful King
hath a defire to eftablith
Commerce, for the be-
nefit and glory of his
Subjeés.
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(1)
THE

HISTORY

]ewels

CHAP L
0f DIAMONDS.

=] the Diamond
A rJ_ is the moft rich
TN pmdu&mn of
pserAcZ? Nature | and

moft prcou s of all Jew-
els,




(2)
els . fo 1s it likewile the -
muﬁ Noble of all Com-
modiries. Yet men donot
enough admire it , becaule
they know not the diffi-
culties which muft be in-
countred with indigging it
out of thofe places where
itisformed; and freeing it
from the grofs martter that

covers it. Noman hitherto |

has exaétly difcourfed of %
this matter,or ventured to !
treat of it, but onely upon b‘
relations, uncertain and of ¥
flender credit. But I have
drawn this Hifory from
the moft curious Obferva- !

tions h
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tionsof the moft famous
Travellers of our Age,
whom I have difcourfed
with in divers places, and
who have particularly bu-
fied themfelves in the re-
fearch of the Mines that
afford the Diamonds and
other Stones of colour;
in which to {peak true,
they have omitted no-
thing , but have added
remarks worthy to be
tranimitted co Pofterity.
1. Let me therefore
tell you, That none has
been yet able in all the

World to difcover more
B2 than
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than five places , from
whence the Diamond 15
" brought , viw. two Rivers
and cthree Mines. .

The Firft of the two
Rivers is in the Ifle Bor-
neo, under the AEquator,
on the Eaft of the Cherfo-
nefus of Gold,and iscall'd

Succadan. The Stones |

fetched from thence are
ufually clear and ofagood |
Water 5 and almoft all -
bright and brisk , where- |

of no other reafoncanbe

given, but that they are
found at the bottom of a

River among(t Sand which
1°
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is pure, and hath no mixture
or tincture of other Earth,
asin other places, -

Thele Stones are not dif-
covered till after the Waters
which fall like huge Tor-
rents from the Mountains,
are all pafled, and men have
much to do to attainthem,
fince few perfons go to tra-
fick in this Ifle ; and foraf-
much as the Inhabitants do
fall upon Strangers who
come afhore , unlefs it be
by a parncular favour. Be-
fides that » the Queen does
rarely permit any to tran-
{port them ; "and fo foonas

B3 ever
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ever any one hathfound one - .

of them they are obliged
tobring it toher.  Yet for
all that they pafs up and
down,and now and then the
Hollanders buy themin Ba-
tavia. Some few are found
there , but the largeft do
not exceed five Carats, al-
though in the year 1648,
there was one to be fold in
Batavia of 22 Carats.

I have made mention of
the Queen of Borneo, and
not of the King, becaufe
that the Ifle is alwayes com-
manded by a Woman,
for that People , who wilt

have
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have no Prince but what is
legitimate , would not be o-
therwile aflured of the birth
of Males, but can not doubt
of thofe of the Females,who
are neceffarily of the Blood
Royal on their Mothers
fide , fhe never marrying,
yet having alwayes the
Command.

The fecond River 1s in
the Kingdom of Bewngala ,
and 1s called Nage , by the
Name of a great Town, the
Seat of a Prince,equally di-
ftant from Ougonlin, Fepels,
and Balacor , fifteen dayces
journey from all three, This

B4 Pro-

=
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Province hatha Raja, ora
Duke in our Language,who
is an Idolater , asare all his
Subjelts. This Reja,asallo
the Kings of Vifapour and
Golconda, are Tributaries to
the Great Mogol , and have
been his Subjeds, but took
occafion to revolt from him,
whil’ft they faw him bufied
apainft -the Tartars. ’Tis
from HKence that the threc
Mines of Diamonds where-
of I'fhall fpeak being found
in the Countries of thefe
Princes, are ordinarily faid
to be found in the Territo-

ries of the Great Mogol.

| Thelc
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{ Thefe Diamonds thenare
hdilcovered in the Sand of a
IRiver, at the bottom and
gupon the Banks | after that
jthe great Floods are pafied,

Fjult as in the River ut Bors
fnco.  They are fair, for the
kmoft part pumrcd? brisk,
ghigh | bright and large,
fand what we call now-a-
tdays of the Old Rocl. But
Ithey are hard to come by,
[ becaufe the River affords
| but very few, and the Inha-
bitants hold them at an high
rate; and that which ren-
| ders them (till more rare | s
| the perfidiouinels of thofe
' who
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who fell them , who 8
wait in the Woods for t
Merchants who buy them
and fall upon them. Befide
that, the Prince doth cruell;
tyrannize oOver the poo
people who come to fearc
for them. In theyear 165

he had learned that the Ryj
hadaDiamond of 42 Carats,
he was courteoufly received
by the Prince, who fhewed
it to him and had a mind to
fellic him | upon condition
that L'Efcot would pay for
it in ready money : but the

other
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her having bargained be-
re-hand and defiring they
ould deliver him the
one, and receive the mo-
y for itin any City of the
alm of Bengala, which
¢ Prince fhould h[ie beft,
ere the Hollanders had
ank , the Raje would
t confent thereto, and
e other went his way with-
t buying of it. An Hol-
nder hath fince got it from

unknown hand.
The firft of the three
ines from whence they
tchthe Diamond, 1s in the
and of the King of Vifa-
Pﬂfﬂ"’



powr in the Province of C
natica , eight dayes journ
from Vifapour and five fr
Golconda. °Tis but 2
years fince it was dilcov
ed , and the City rou
about which it liet
is called Raolconda. T
Stones are found in t
ground and on the Ro
Thofe whichare taken fr
the Rock or the pla
thereabouts, are comm
ly of a good water.
for thofe which are tak
from the Earth , their wa
is fomewhat of the Colo
of that Earth where they

fou
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und, fothat if the Earth
eclear and a lictle gravel-
, the Diamonds will be of
good water 5 and if it be
t and black, orof an o-
er Colour , they will like-
ife have fome of the tin-
ure of the fame.

But if there be any Black
r Red Sand among(t the
arth , the Diamond alfo
ill have fome of it. The
tones which are got from
hence are for the moft parc
alques, 1t isnot becaule
they are taken out fo from
the Earth , but it is becaufc
being ftounded by the blow

ot




the Rock , to dig out t
Cravel that is in the Ve
where the Stone is foun
they affume an Ice juft a
Glafs that 1s crackt ; now
remove it and make it cle
they cleave it, and the
are the Stones they
Lafgue Stones ;, or Fl
Stones ; the which the If
dians know better how ¢
, perform than we, efpecia
- lyastothe bufi nefs of cu
ting or cleaving, and findi
. the thread of the Stunf!
Now if there remain aml
fmall poinc, they getit mad

with
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with little foffets , tothe

d that the ftanding out of
¢ foffers may cover the
ife or flaw ; the truthis,
f the Stone be clear they
o no more but polith ica-
veand below ; and (hape
not,for fear of diminifhing
y thing from its weight.
ere arc alwayes more
an an hundred and fifty
lls that work , and they
t not above one Stone

pon each wheel , till fuch
me they have found the
ay of the Stone, they
tf:r it mceﬁ‘antly, and

ben it beginsto run , they
take
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take oil;echeir W heels are of
the bignels of our ordinary
Plates,and each Wheel hath
its Womanto turnic. The
Trafick for Stones s freei
paying two per Cent. toth
King of whatlogyer is fold
and no body dares~do t
lealt wrong to Straniger
You may there fee Chill
- of ten or twelve years.
the Strects with -
Weights at their Girdle§e
pecting the Miners, in ho}p
to buy of them what St

edaway. [ntheEvening
thefe Children meert ¢
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ther ; and [eteipg. the cyerant
price upon . each Stone they
have bought ; do divide the
profic of it amungﬁ them, .and
fell ic all again to the great
Merchants , who by littleand
little rnalce large Colle&ions.
They match the Waters ,’ and
mix therewith alwayes_ fome
Stone that has a point or flaw,
Wthh they. cannot remove.
They put their whole confi-
dence in Strangers, efpecially
the Francks , whereof very
few:come thlthen and place
fuch confidence in their faith;
that they lecave them fomf-

| timee's great qnanuucs of Dia-
- C meonds
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monds of great value fifteen
dayes together, without come-
ing to fee them , and by that
means affording them all the
leafure they can wifh to confi-
der well their marchandile , fo
that it 1s their own faule if they
be cheated mn it.

The fecond Mine is called
Conllowr in the Perfian Lan.
guage  and the Idolaters of
the Countrey call it Gany.
This isa large Town, near a
great: River , and they dig
from the River to a Moun-
tain- about two Leagues from
thence , and in the Moun-
tain it {elf, This Mine hath

been
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been difcovered but within
go-or 6o years; and is the
place where they find the moft
part of the great Stones, where-
' as before that time they rarely
' met with any above twelve
Carrats; but that at this day
fome are to be feen of thtree-
{core, an hundred , and of
two hundred Carrats , Mirgi
mola Chief Minifterof State,
and General of the Armies of
the King of Golconda , a man
of great parts , much believed
of his Mafter , who gave him
the Title of Prince of Princes,
though at length he proveda
Traitor ; preferited the Greéat

€2 Mogdls
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Magel , towhele fide:he turn.
ed, witha vaft Stoneof Nine
hundred Citratsin weighe:yet
being full of flaws, it was re-
duc’d to.'300 by Hortmﬁu.ra
Vengetian-Lapidary , who cut
i, but couldnot do it fo well,
but-there remamed a.flaw in
1t ;- which makes it fomething
unhandfom. .’Tis alfo to be
oblerved , that juft as at. the
Mine of Vifaponr ;- the Stones
inthis alfo-do partake of; che
quality- of - the Earth _ from
whence they are brought s fo
thag if . the Earth be ‘marfhy

and mmﬁ “thg Stone mc]mes
to, biack - JE it be reddilh, the

Stonc
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: Stode igklines, to;be red 31159;
| tromathe Towe, fo the Moun-
Lt ‘e is great, dlﬂaqqmce
| uf?&Mqu!d ,tand upon | the
glﬂ!&lﬁﬂ- part ‘of ‘thefe Stnneg,
after they arccut; there ap-
pearsalwayesas it were a piece
of greafle ,. which 'makes you
everapgd anon puc your hand
to.your Handkerchicf to wipe
it off, 1 We:will obferye by
Lhd(ryw that wlicreas we majsc
wje off, the  day to examine
roygh,Stones , and to jidge
well jof,  their water , .apd .of
the pmnts that 11}1ytbe found
therein; | tll(.‘ Il;tmh'.lbltpnts- 9f
the Couut* cy makeufe of 1the
: C3 I'Il"11f

E |




(22)

night, and in an hole which
they make in the Wall a foor
{quare, where they put a2 Lamp
with a great Match , holding
the Stone in their Fingers be-
tween their Eyes and the
Lamp, they make an eftimate
of the water and clearnefs of
the Diamond. We muftnot
forget that the Celeftial water
(as they call1t) is of all waters
for a Diamond moft unplea-
fing,and that it is impoffible te
know it {o long as the Stone is
rough ; but after that it isa
little difcovered upon the
Wheel, the infallible {ecret to
judge well of its water , is to

| carry




f carry it under a Shady Tree,
 for under its green fhade you
'may eafily difcover if it be
iblew. Formerly there have
been reckoned "at this Mine
 Sixty thoufand Miners and up-
wards, but in the year 660
{there was not a Stone fcarce
worth looking upon , and not
above Three thoufand Labo-
rets in the Mines, all the reft
‘being dead with hunger and
mifery; for each Miner has but
Fwe Crowns a year , and they
are certainly the moft mifera-
ble people upon Earth. The
Land is alfo very barren,and if
it could but produce Pulfe,¢he
o Cs  people
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people would not trouble
themfelves .to.  gather Dia-
monds. Thofle who pay the
Miners , make ;them work as
much as they pleafe , and take
as much as they pleaff of the
Earch: without: fearching it;

bur: after thcy have begun to
fearchintait, they-owe to,the
King a Pagodc which i worth
two. Crowns of our Maney ,
for the whole time n]l thcy
cuafe:ro work.

The Third and laft. Mme
was: difcovered in the - year
1448 , two days journey from
Rdnlcmda and the place i
calb:d G:rz,crpah ; the: Stones

gy there
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here grevery clear andof &
ood dwater , bur. gannot bl
round but witht tlié Stones of
he fame Mine : - Ocherwife; iF
hey fhould make ufc;of Stanes
f anerbe{ Miue ., - thelé laft
would be bruijed « They are;
likewie.apt to breale uponthe
Wheel; and they:who ar€ nog
vers'd, in the keowledge of
Stones:, may eaftly be deteis
ved. i_t; them. - A. Pu;-mgx_aﬁ
retiri)g 1o Venice | was defited;
paﬂillg;hy Le‘gqru_d to {ell'ong
af-thofenStones which hethad,
for which they - offered hlm
Twelye - thoufand Crowns’s

ht‘ would. not past with it af
s that
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that rate, and bringmg it tg
Vewice to get itcut , it broke
upon the Wheel ints fifteen
or twenty pieces. :

Befides thefe two Rivers
and three Mines, there bealfo
{ome other Mines towards the
Cape of Comorin, of which
I will make mention in a few
words. Inthe year 1652 the
Nababe , who is as the Grand|
Vifier in Turkey, the Etmal-
~ doulet in Perfia; and Conftable
m France , and the {ame Mar-
gimola of whom I {poke even
now  was at the Siege of In- |
decote , a very {trong place in
the Province of Carnatica ; by

rca-
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reafon of its fitpation ; which
he took notwithftanding in
{two Moneths time. There
{were fome French in his fer.
vice, yet more Engli(h and
Hollanders , who had deferted
their Colours and come over
to him , all able Gunners;
the poor wretches of .the
Countrey having 'never heard
the noife of thefe anms were
quite {urpried at it | and ren-
dered themfelves forthwith to
their- difcretion.  Indecote ¥
35 days journey from Muffe-
lipatan, -inclining towards the
‘Cape ‘of Comorine., and:-¥6

Ifromf‘Gakonda Th:s is one

of
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of. the fateaftand befd Coun
treys of all the:Indzes., ande
very .where .all the :Countrey
isgreen , full of Rivers and
Lakes ; to water the Land
where need requires. Ikt wa
during this Siege thap ‘they
brought to Nababe ar grex
number of DPjamonds of the
{ix Mices he had canfed t
be digged towards theé Cape
of Comorin : yet thete was
ne're a Stone of ‘a gﬂod water,
they were either yellow or
black : and atter that Nababe
had viewed them , he.forbad
them to dig any mme;: ; .and
gave order that thefeypgaple

ﬂ‘lould
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fhould return-to their labour,

nrkihg in the. ;ques bemg
hey ;found not onc good
onethere. .
AT (TGRS 53 ¢
2, It:ome now to the mam
er of; finding  the Dlamqmshb
nd. el ri'c:ally ‘how' it is per-
orm'.ed in the Mine of Coul-
wr,.' The Miners fink a Pit
of abaut fifteen or twenty
oot-{quare ,. and throw. the
Earth aboul: it; upon a clean
place 5 almoft of the' fame
largene(s , raifing a little wall
of a fnor and half, to keep

L
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up the earth and water whi
they caft in there; after thi
they walh and ftamp a
tread the earth with their fe
in two or three waters ; toth
end that all the fat and mudd
earth may run through th
holes made in the wall ; an
that there remain nothing bu
fand. The fand being dry
they beat it with Peftles
Wood | that they may bett
perceive and difcover the Di
monds ; heretofore they mad
ufe of Infiraments of Stone,
but they lefc them {o foon
ever they were perceived t
¢aufe flaws in the Diamionds.

A
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At length they it them down
all on a-row upon the earth
in the pofture ot Taylors, and
k out wich all acuratenels
the Stones amongft the fand.
Whil'ft they be at this exer-
cife , feveral Commiffioners
ftand up with their eyes fixed
upon the Workmen, for fear
leaft when they find a Stone,
they fhould {wallow it cun-
ningly down. When a Miner
has found a big one, herun-
neth to the Mafter, who fet
him on work, to receive his re-
ward for it, which s ordinan-
ly a piece of Linnen of a
Crown value.

3. We
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- 3. We are now to toud
upon the price of Diamond;
in proportion to their weight
which is not: the leaft confide.
rable article of this Chapter,
and although fome have wri
copioufly of this Subject, an
{et down what Rulesoughtt
-be obferved , yet here I all
prefent a very eafie and mof
certain one in favour of th
-CUr1ous.

Some imagine that the Indi
ans and Merchants who em
ploy. Workmen in the D
“mond Mmes are 1gnorant o
thefe Rules "as alfo of all A
richmetick , but without rea

fon
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forj; for on the contraryjthey
are fo experienced therein,that
having - the Rules alwayes in
their. head , there 1s not:;the
Jeaft young 'boy of Affteen
yearsiof age wholis not;able to
give anaccount on the {udden,
without Pen.or Paper , . of the
moft difficule queftion that can
beputtohim...,; ., Y
.., Befides, .35 #-is more diffi-
cult to judge of -the water of 2
Stone , and of - the pojats; and
flaws that may. be. found-shere-
in, when it is roughithagshen
it.is.wrought  thefe, Indians
fhew, themfe]lves.. much more
knowing thap wey.to know

-, D ; the
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the price of any Stone what.
foever s whichheyare able to
tell prefently | by calculating
with' themfelves withoiié: Pen
or Chalk ; whichis enougli to
make their fagamt td be'ad-
‘mired 5 ¢his is then-ehe Rille
theytmake fe-of as well as
we ;' They take 2 Stene of
1o Carats, whieh thcy-mﬂu
ply by:the numher of 16/ the
Pdodudt whereofis 1oo. Af-
teswatds * they -confider ™ the
Stenc!, whether it be clean |
‘and pi !FE& or if there be a-
ny *defc& in ity if ic be per-
felk| fay.they | if we had one
‘&mc pcrﬁ:& of one Carat
oncly




)

onely in weight; it would be
worth for exdmple according
to its perfeltion., from 40 to
6o Crowns: If the water of
it be not ggod-; - or if there be
any flaw or ice’, ih a Stope of
bne Crat of . thie faftie Hadure,
it wbiita”riﬂt' Lié vrorthfot ex-
amplé ‘above frof’ 1o ? "
Crowns; then they’ miilti
again the aforefald produd of
ioo , by fo”"much as they
judge the Cara¢ worth; and
that which is the produ& o
this, is the price of the Stone
propofed. Let thisthen be the
example of a perfeft Stone of
toCarats ; at- the.rate of 60
Qrpwns the Catat. Thi‘ﬁ -
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. The Indians have the fame
ERulc s onely they trdn(pofe the
‘multiplication ; for they mul-
\tiply firlk of all the price of a
{Carat of the Stone propound-
ed by the number of Caracsit
iweighs , and the produét a-
ain by the number of the a-
forefaid Carats. Let this be the
Example following; |

10
- 60..
600,
o
e
6ocoa
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4. For thé fatisfa&ion of
fuch a5 would g to the Mins,
we muft fpeak alfo fomething
of the ways that lead to them
which modern relations, fome
what fabulous, make fo dan
A5 g ] gerou



1ith gers, L}‘mm, ahd Grus
Mc:y but Travellers have
sund the contrar X eepr-
ontly fome V&rtld Bealts,
he Inhabicants being ourte.
sto Strangers. As for Gol-
nda,, he: muft ‘be vety litle
cquuhtcd with the Map who
nows not the fituation of it;
t from ‘Golivmds to tha
ines , the way islefs knawn,
ieafisce - the ‘ways there
j the Gos, one Gos lmkma
ur Prench L
bey rtckon ﬁ'om Gﬁkﬂﬁf"

g ! D 4 From
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me Cdm!pmr to Pargad

Gos 2%,
Fnom P:trquel to Caqnerm!
i ... Gost.

From Cagueuol to Canol-Con.
donors . . Gos 3,
From. .Canol-Condonir to Fet|
\soponr,.. . .- Gos i
Prum j‘emponr to thé River,
. Gos

Thxs R:m 15 upon the
Frontiers of . the Kingdoms o
Golconds and Vifaponr.

me the R.wer to A!p.mr

, Gos 2 &
From Alponr to Canol Go.r 3
From. Canal ;.10 Rdolcanda

: where the Mineis, Gos2 +
gins v S
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So.that in all from Golcon-
da. tothe Mine, it is about 15
Gosswhich comesto go'French
Leagues. ,

.. From Golconds tothe Mine
of Conllonr or Gani, by the
fame Gos,they count'Gos 134,

which is 55 Frenﬁh Leagues ;
this isthe way, -

From Golconda to Almafpinde,
; Gos 3.
F rom A[mafﬁmde to deer
: Gos 2.
From Kaper to Monteconr.
el ¢ :t—-
Frum MO?JIFCOIH‘ to Nagkpnr,

Gos 2-

Ermp
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From Nasgleper to Eligads
Gt
From E!igdda to Sarvaron
. Gos 1.
From Sarwaren to Mellazeron,
Gos 1.
From Mellzzeror to Ponoconr,
~ Gos x +.
From Ponocour to Coxllonr or
Gany, there is onely the Ri-

ver to pafs.

g. It remains to (peak of
the Pieces which are currant
in' India, with which the Dia-
monds are bought , wix. .Rox-
pies and Pagodes 5 a Roupie is
worth twenty eight pence of

our
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ouf Money ;' as for the pa-
goded thiere beé two' forts. of
 thedt § the .new and theald;
'thé new.'are wosth three Ron-
pits-anid 3n half " and the old
a Roapie more.  Inthe Reglm
of Bengala, ip the Countrey
of the Raje . being they are
Tributaties ta the Grand Mo-
gol, Payments are made in Kox-
pits. At thetwd Mines that
are upon the .Lands of :the
King of Pifapour , about Ra-
dleonda, payment is made in
new Pagodesy which the King
gers Ramped becaufe althongh
he' be ributary to the Grest

] he caufeth his own mo-
Mogaf, & cauleth his ow .
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ney to be coyned; a Priviledge
which he hath above the Ki
of Golconda, of which I (ha
{peak _ hereafter. Thele Pps
godes rileand fall according to
the courle of Trade , and ac
cording as the Merchants do
bargain with the Princes'and
Governors. At the Mine of
Coullonr or Ganmi , which. be-
longs tothe King of Golconda,
payment is made after the
{ame manner in new Pagodes,
which are valued as thofe of
the King of Vifapour ; but they
muft  {ometimes be bought
from 1 ta 4 per Cent. more, the
reafon is becaufe they are of

3 the
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the beft Gold ; and they will
have none but fuch. Thefe
Pagodes are coyn'd by the Eg-
dilh: and Hollanders , whe
have had the Priviledge {rom
theKing by grant-or by forcs,
Lknow/not ; nowithofe of the
Hollanders being fairer than
thofe of: the Englith, the Mi-
ners love them better than the
athers 5 which is. the. reafop
why they-are bought; for more
by 1 or 2 per Cent, -yet being
the- Merchants are: aware;of
this falfe opinion they areim-
pofed upon by, and becaule
thele:people 4t the Mines are

rude and favage, and that at
- the
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the beft the ways are fom
what danigerous from Goleon
to the Mine, they ftayco
. monly at Galcandd ‘wheret
‘Merchants who caufc themt
dig , have their Cotrefpo
dcnce and whither they ufu
a]ly fcnd the Dmn!dnds
which arée to be paid for :
fuch time in old Pagode
pt long ' fince with th

Coyn of divers Princes w
reigned in the Indies beforet
Mahametans took. . footi
thete. Now -thefe 6ld p
godes are worth as (1{zid) foi
‘Ronpies and an half | a;Roupi
inorc than the new 5 whic
com



)
éomes toi fix pence of our mo-
néy 'more  thifi- 2 Duéat,
though there be no more Gold
inthem than in the new ones,
arid weigh no more : the which
mighe ;adminifter - caufe - of
wonder ; #f we did not know
thereafon, whiéhiéthis, that
thie Cherdfs or Money-Changers,
o ‘obligeé the King not to get
hemicoyngg over again , give
tin 2 gred¥ fum yearly | be-
tfe they draw from thence a
onfiderable benefit ; for 'the
erchants do not reccive-any
f thele Pagodes , without ha-
ing onc of thele Money-
hangers to examine them,
fome
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fome of them being defaced,
others of low .rate, .oth
which are not weight'; 2
there ought to be allowed :
quarter per cent. for what the
want. When you pay t
Miners , they receive not yo
..Pagade: but in prefencgalfoo
the Changer, who. certifi
‘them of whqt is good or: bal
and he again allo s his quart
per cent.  But g lfp;ttch )
fooner ‘when they woul

_f derable , as a thoufand
two thoufand Pagodes ,
Cbanger n. allomng him h
right, puts them up ina it
_ " Ba
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, with a Bill of itsmark ,
d when you would pay the
iner, you carry them to the
heraf, together with the Bag,
nd findifg its mark entire,
e affures the Miner that he
th examined the whole,
nd that he will be refponfible
or what is not good. Now
for Roupies, they take indif-
rently thole of'the Greas Mo-
ol , and thofe of the King of
solconda, becaule thofe which
he King caules to be ftamped,
e to be acecording to the
eat Mogol's Coyn, asis a-
reed upon between them.

nd to fhew you that thefe
E Indians
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Indians have more wit and
mere fubtilty. than any one
would think , the Pagodes be.
ing lieele 1eccs of thick Gold,
of the blgnefs onely of th
nail of the little finger , andr
beifig upon-that account im
poflible to elip them , they
havé the art to make litt
holes in them round abou,
from whence they may g
two" or three pence of the
powder of Gold , after which
they beat them down again
handfnmcly, that it may no
appear that any one has touch
edthem. Moreover , when
you buy any th:ng na V:]lage

ef
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o when you pafs a"lm'é, GF
yougive thens 3Ronpy; chicy
prefently kindle'a fire ;' and
having caft it into it , ii'f_it
cometh out.white , they take
it ; if iv cometh out black,
they reftore it to you again’;
for all the Coyn in the Indies
is without Alldy , and if any
of it be brought thither ouit
of Evrope , it muft be carried
to tlie Mint to be new coyn-
ed. Wemuft adde, that thof&
people are deceived, who do
magine that it fufficeth to car=
ry Looking-Glaffes to the
Mines | or Tobacco and fuch

lik‘f:‘TGycs 5 Ff;}gtruck Th‘;_z
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for Diamonds ; our Travel-
lers find the quite contrary,
and they defire: there the bcﬁ'
and faireft Gold. |

Befides, it is a thing unde-
niable , that as Gold is the
moft heavy and richeft of al
Metals, fo isthe Diamond the
moft hatd and moft precious
of allStones; and itisa Vulga
Error of Ancient Authors, to
believe that che Diamond_
may be foftened by she Blood
of a Bull 5 which 1s contrary
to the experience of Lap:
daries.

To conclude , and to for:
get nothing in this Chapter,

115
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'tis to be obferved , That the
Diamond in .th& Miners Lan-

age is called Irj , and in
gl:ll‘%ﬂfh Perflai: ‘Jsﬁ:ii Arhbi-
an, ’tis called A!Mtﬂ' but in
all the Langirages of Esigpe
there is no other IName befides
Diamand.. 1 -come 'to Co-
loured Stonesiy -and  partigus
larly to the: R&Hy and the
Emerauld,which hold amongft
Jewels a very conﬁdmblq
place.. ) %y

' j-::‘fé.;

R 5 T Rk
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CHAFII
’ JOf G:Iom'd Stoaer.

C1 30

-aHure arg’ dlfcovercd but
-Q > ewo places in the In-
¢ dies:from whencethey
brisg /C oleured Stones , wit.
inithe: Realm ‘of Pegie and in
thig Ifland of Ceylan. The fult
i9<4eom ‘2 Mountain/abdut 12
dayes journey from Ava,anclr
ning to the N.Eaft , which
they call Capelan, and it is the
Mine - from whence they
bring the greateft quantities of
Rubies and Efpinelles , other-

wile




ife Mother of Rubies , gl
Topazes , Blew and White
aphires , and other Stones of
ifferent Colours , amopngft
hich they find alfo fome of
wvers Colours , yet -very ten-
er , - which they eall Basan in.
hat Countrey Language , §¢-
ren is the City where the. King
of Pegn hath his Refidence,
nd Ava is the Port to. his
Countrey ; from Awa to Siyen
they go up the River in greac
Flat-bottomed Boats,in which
Voyage they. fpend at leaf
thirty dayes.. They cannot
go. thither by Liand , becaufe

of the thick Waods full of
Ly E a Lions,
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Lions, Tygers, and Elephant,
and ina word it is one of the
pooreft Countreys in the
World. Nothing comes thence
but Rubies, and not in fo great
quantities as is believed , fee-
-ing that every year there
comes not out to the value of
an hundred thoufand Crowns,
and amongft them youll very
rarely find a Stone of fouror
five Carrats that isfair; confr
dering the Prohibition againft
exporting any parcels which
the King hath not feen, who
keepeth the good ones , if he
findeth any; fo that thereisa
confiderable -profit in ‘bring:

ing
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mg one of them out of Europe
into Aﬁ.c from whence we

may judge whither the relat
on of Vingent le Blane be true,
wherein he boafts to have lr:cn
fome as he entered into the
Countrey of the bignefs ‘of

Egos.

2. The price of Rubies,
which cometh next the Dlil-
mond in dignity,goes thus :

Thcy weigh them by the
Rdt: ,'"and onc” Rati maketh
i-ofour Carrat.

' ARHB at the Mine of tbc
Wﬁghtof onc Rati, hathbeen
bought for old Pagodﬂ 23{
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Of 2 Rat: Pagod 1oo.
Of 3 Rati Pagod 1230.
Of 4 Rati Pagod 500,
- Of g Rat: Pagod goo.
Of 6 Rat: Pagod 1500.

Of 7 Rat: Pagod 2 300.
Of 12 Rat: Pafgad I 2000,

The fecond place of the
Indies from whence they bring
Stones of Colour, is inagreat
River of the Ifle Ceylon ; they
are found in the fand atlow
water , three or four moneths
after the rains have paft, and
the poor people are employed
in feeking for them. . The
Stones which they -ordinarilg

fin
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fiod there are dear , more
fively than thofe of Pegn, and
of avery highcelonr , elpeci-
aly: che Tepax, As for Gra:
nats a0d: Chry@al ¢hey. find a
great «quantity .of Ihc:n At
(uch time:asDon.Philippo Maf-
carsn: was Govérpour of thofe
placeswhigh the King of Portus
de/hadinthe lﬂr;afCe lon, the
Chuefiof -which was Cnlumba
he #thon(ince was Vice-Roy of
Gog phe caufed all ithe-Move-
wblesof ¥ Chamber to be made
of Chry6ial,  wiz. Bed, Chairs,
Tabw@abmet, e . v
+"Tis ‘drie chat® in E""P‘

ﬁﬂmc al{é two other Plﬂ“S
from
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from which they bring Stone;
of Colour , that.is to fay,
from Bobeviia and Hungaria;
from this they bring Opales,
and in the other there be Ra-
bies , which they take out of
the middle of certain Flint
after they be broken ; thele
Flints are like to the Stones of
Fire:locks inclininig towards
red , fome as big as the fift
fome lels; but many of then
may be broken before you
find one Rubie. - When the
Son of the Emperour Ferd:
nand 2. was crowned King
Bobemia , General W allefteir
prefented the Governour
Rat
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Raab at Prague with a great
Basket full ot thefe Flints, to
the pumber of above two
handred: Tlhis Lord caufed
fome of thefe to be broken,
but not finding more than
one {mall Ruby of the weight
of half-a Carrat , he made
them leave the others unbro-
ken. | .
The cusious Reader will aot
find it tedious , to know fur-
ther from whence they fetch
the Lapis and Granate , I can-
ot tel| the reafon why they
bave given the Name of Syries
to this | feeing it was never

found in Syria, bur far from
- thence
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thence thirty days journey
from Labor to the North Eaft,
in the Countrey of a Kaje,
who depends neither of the
Great Mogol nor of the Tartar,
in 2 Mountain ; the Sotchers
part whereof produr:Eth Gold;
that which refpeéts the North,
produces the Granat , and the
Eaft part affordeth the Lapis
Lawuli , for the Turkoife eve.
ry one knoweth that it &'
found in Perfia in the Pro-
vince of Chamaguay , the chlfl
place whereof is Mafchec , t

the North of Hifpaban: , to-
wards Candabar. There are
there two Mines, onc they call

“the
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the- Old Rock , the other the
New; thofe of the New are
but of a bad blew , inclining
to white , and little efteemed,
and 1t is free for any man to
take as many of them as he
pleafeth. But the King of
Pevfia fome years fince forbad
the digging in the 0/ for any
befides himfelf, becaufe ha-
ving ne Gold{miths but fuch
who work in thread, and are
wholly ignorant how to ena-
mel upon Gold , as people
who know neither the defign
nor manner of it, they make
ufe for the garnifhing of their

Swords and Ponyvards and
other
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other Works of thefe Turko:
fes, inftead of enamel, and
caufe them tobe cutand ferin
the Bearit of Rings, according
to the Flowers and other Fi.
gures that do beft pleafe him.
This fheweth well enough and
is claboratc but without any
curious Dcﬁgn

*Tis an ancient error of ma-

ny to believe that the Ewme.
raxld is found in the Eaft, and
becaufe before the d:fcover}r
of the WeSt Indies none could
guels otherwile of it fiill to
this day the greateﬁ part of
Jewellers and ‘Goldfmiths , fo
~ foon asever they fpy an Eee
ranld
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rald of an high colour inclis

ning to black , are wont to

fay it isan Oriental Emerald;
wherein they are altogether

miftaken, fince that the Eqft
never . produced any fuch. I
grant - that before the difco-
vety: of Americz . the Eme-
yalds .were brought from the
Eaft - but they.came from the
{oacce of the Weft-Indies ,
from the Realm of pers. For
thefe people before we knew
them, did traffick in all-the
Moluiéo Iflands , whitherthey
bronght Gold and Silver ; - yet
more Silver than Gold ,; being
that there ismoré profit inthe
: F one
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one thanin the other, by rea-
fonof the Gold Mines-thatare
found in the Eaftern Parts
Stll to this day the fame
Trade continues , and thofe
of Rern pafs yearly to the Phi-
lippine Ifles with two or three
Veﬂiels . whuher they: bring
nothmg but Gold and a {mall
quantity of Emeralds 5 -and
as for. the Emeralds., within
this few yearsthey have lef
carrying any thicher, - butfend
themvall into Ewrope. In the
yeir- 1660 . they - afforded
them in the Eaft for more than
twenty. per Cent. cheaptfr than
theywere valued at in France.
Thefe
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Thele : Aueriéans being con
athanecin the Philzppines, thofe
of Bengals = Aravhar,. Pegn
Goa;- and orhcr plnccs bring
‘lutherzﬂ fortsof Lmncn anid
a number of Cut Stones i
Diamonds and Rabies , togél
therwith' divers kas dl
Gold y Scuffs o£ Sllk and' Per
fian. T apefiry. . 0

But tisto hélobfcrvd Hm
tht'jl sogn {ell mothiing du'e&l{,'
to thofeof Perw: o but to’ fuch
who ‘refide in “Hmﬂd they
can: g-iiand’ thefle. ‘again- ree:nl
ﬁﬂﬂ to the Asrericans ; 1iay i
any one obtain ‘permiffioi ‘ta

return from God to Spain , by
| the
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the way of the South Sea , he
will be forc'd to put out his
money tointereft at fourfcore|
oran hundred per Cent. to the
Philippines , -without - being
able to buy any thing, andto
do, with it after the fameiman-
ner from the Philippines to
New Spain. Now this was the
way of trafficking for. Em:
ralds.“before- the Weft Indiu
wete . found our | they came
o Europe opely by this way
and vaft compals. W/ hatlo-
ever;was not good remained
i that Countrey , and what
was fair paffed into 4.

The!
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‘The Holy Scripture makes
mentiottof the Emerald, as of
1 pretious Jewel , ard placeth
tamongft the rich Stones that
the High-PriefR wore in his
Ephod , and thole which a-
dorned the Walls of the New
Hierufalem. Heretofore the
Emerald has been had in great
efteem , and came after the
Pearl :  Now-a-dayes nene
makes fo much account of it, in
regard of the great quanti-
ties are brought every year
from the Indies. 'The truthis
men fo much account of rare
things , that they quite under-
value fuch as they perceive

' EF 3 com-
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the way of the South Sea , he
will be forc'd to put out his
money tointereft at fourfcore

or an hundred per Cent. to the
Philippines , without being
able to buy any thing, .‘andto
do.with it afcer ‘the fameman-
ner. from the Philzppines to
New Spain. - Now this was the
way of trafficking for. Em:
ralds.“beforé- the Weft Indic
wete found eur , they.came
into Europe opely by this way
and vaft compals. W hatlo-
ever:was not good remained
1 that Countrey , and what
was fair paffed into Afra.

The
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‘The Holy Scripture makes
mentiof:of tthgﬂerdd,'l as:]t;
a pretious Jewel , arid plac
iif.-'amngﬁjtb'c rich Stones thag
the High-Prieft wore in his
Ephod ., and thole which a-
dorned the Walls of the New
Hiernfalem:  Heretofore the
Emerald has been had in great
efteem , and came after the
Pearl. :  Now-a-dayes nene
makes fo much account of it, in
regard of the great quanti-
ties are brought every year
from the Indies. The truthis
men {o much account of rare
things , that they quite under-
value fuch as they perceive

F 3 com-
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coshmon ; and I will relate to
you. a Story upon this ac-
i:mnt. & E : N
- At the beginning of the dif-
covery of the Iudies, a Spa
niard ‘was in Italy , and de-
manding of a Lapidary the
price of an Emerald ,; which he
fhewed him , he confidering
it very well | and finding ita
goodly one, told him it was
worth a' hundred: Dacats:
Whereupon the Spaniard be:
mg very glad,carried him to his
Lodgings, and fhewed hima
Cabinet foll ofthem. Thelta:
Jian,who faw {o great a number
ot'thele Emeralds,told himthat

a3
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25. for thole they were well
worth Crowns apiece. Thus it
fares wiith all things which the
abundance makes cheap , and
whereto rarity adds a price,
Pliny amongft divers excellen~
cies of the Emerald,, {ays, that
thereis nothing more delightful
nor recreative to the fight ; and
reporteth that Lelia 2 Roman
Dame had Head-Cloaths and
a Gown embroidered with
Pearls and Emeralds | in which
fhe laid out to the yalue of
Four hundred thoufand Du-
cats. But fhe might have had
as many now-a-dayes for lefs
than half the Money. = Many
. F 4 are
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are found in feveral places of
America , and the Kings of
Mexico, who efteemed them
very much, were ufually wont
to pierce their Noftrils | and
there to hang an excellent
Emerald; they put them allo
upon the Faces of their Idols.
The places where they have
found them, and where ftil
to thisday they find the great.
abundance , 1s the New King-
don of Granada and Pern,
near to Manta and Pormel
there is towards that place 2
Territory called , The Land
of Emeralds , by reafon of the
great numbcr known to be
found
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found there ; but hitherto this
Region hias not been fully con-
quered. ‘ i

The Emerald is bred in
Quarries, juft as the Chryftal,
and runsalong , asit were ma-
king a Vein, and grows finer
and finer, or thicker and thick-
ery by degrees.

‘We {ee fome half white
and half green, fome all white,
fome quite® green and moft
perfelt; fome we may fee of
the bignefs of a Nut and big-
ger , yet none come near the
bignefs and figure of the Plate
or Jewel which is at Genona 5
unlefs we believe Tbeﬂpb*'ffﬂ’;’: ’

who
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whe allows four Ells inlength
and three in breadth to the
Emerald , which the King of
Babylon prefented to the King
of Agypt : And who doth fur-
ther report that there was in
the Temple of Fupiter an 4-
guglia Needle or Pyramid,l
made of four Stones of E-
merald , forty Cubits long,
and in {fome places four Cu-
bits broad ; and thdt at his time
there wasat Tyre inthe Tem-
ple of Hercules a great Pillar
of Emerald , perhaps it was
nothing elfe buca Green Stone
that was a Baftard Emerald, to
which they gave this Name

falfly:
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Glly: As {ome-fay thatcer-
tain Pillars of the Cathedral
Church of Cordona are of E-
merald Stones, and were put
there fince the time it {erved
inftead of a Mosk to the
Kings of ¢the Moors , who
reigned in thofe places. In
the Fleet which came from the
the Indies in the year 1537,
there were two great Chefts
of Emeralds, from whencelwe
mayjudge of the great quan-
tity - which is found in Awerica.
Inaword, asthere isnothing
but. the rarity that gives value
to things , {o the prce of the
Emerald would be much en=
A hanced,
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hanced, if it* were as rareas
the Diamond. -

CHAP. 1IL
Of PEARLS.

He Pearl hath been at

all times fo much e

fteemed , that the Go-
fpel does not difdain by this
to reprefent to us the Bxcel-
lency of the Kingdome of
Heaven, and it belonged for-
merly onely to Royal Perfons
to wear them ; without di
fpute 'tis one of the richeft

P
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prododtions of Nature, -and
if ‘we believe -the Natl;ra-
lifts , . Pearl is ingendred of the
dew of heaven inv thofe parts
of the Earth where it is moft
pure and ferene :'. And the
Cockleopening at the firft
Rayes: of the Sun to e~
ceive.'thole’ precious drops;
plungeth into the Sea withits
booty , .and conceives in - its
Shel. che Pearl which refem-
bles thie heavens, and imita
teth its clearnefs thls adinira-
ble Pearl, which men feek
with fo much induftsy : fo: that
heavenidoes vifibly contnbu“'
toits generation, and impre

the
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the moft Celeftial Vertues and
Qualities ‘which Phyfick was
ever able to boaft of, and
whereof fhe makes ufe for 3
Sovereign Remedy : yet for
all thac all the World doss
fiot agree as to this with the
Ancient Naturalifts, and the|
fequel of this lecoulfe will
make appear that they are de
nmcd in fome things. .

... But before we fpcali'lof the
manner how they fifh for
Pearl and of  'their different
Quihities , we muft make re
port: of dhe divers places of

the World: | where they are
found.; ' - -

Firft
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«wFirft of all then- they have
ddcovered four Fithing Placks ,
forBedfl in the Eaff ; the niof
confiderable is- performc& i
the Hle of Babven in the Pert
\iGolph 5 the which apper-
to- the Sephy of Perfia,
who .redeives thehce a- gfeat
lmnucl‘* ‘While/ the Pored-
-wiere: Mafters ' of Ovmms
d  Mifeati - every Viffel
vhich werit to fifh was obliged

itakke: 2 Palsport from theéth
adear rate ; and they main-
tained: alwayes five or fix fenall
Gaﬂcys. n the Gulph, to fink
thofk " Batks Which tool{* ‘HD
Pafpies ; but ac prefentehey

have




thofe Coafts., -and each Fifher
payeth to the King of Perfi
‘ot above one third of wha
.shey gave to the Portugals.
- The - fecond Fifhing _is
ver againft Babren upmn th
_Coa[’c of - Arabiz Felix.,
to-the City of Catif , whm
—,belongeth to an , Arabia
‘Prince who commandeth th
Province. ;- ‘The moft parto
the; Pearl,r which are ﬁfhedt
thele two places, are casit
into, India becaufe that t
_-,ngdlans are:not fo hard; bu
give a. better price for "the
-Ihﬂ,n we 5 -they are: therefor
; cart
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cried: thither ;the Unequal,
as well as the round ; the yel:
loiwas well as the white ;1iéve-
?dnc according to its tate
ome'iof them ‘alfo are fold at
Balfera.; and thofe' which ‘are
tranfported into Perfia -apd
Mofcowy ; are fold at Bandar:
congue two dayes journey from
Ormus.. They filk twiceina
year inrthe Moneths of Mareh
and April  and in the Moneths
of Auguft and Septentber ; the
depth where they fifh is from
four to twelve fathoms , and
the deeper the Oifter isfo'lmf':‘
l the Pearls are the whiter be-

canfe the water is not fo e
G ther€ ;
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there, the Sun not beirg able
to penetrate (o deep.

The third fifhing is by the

Hleof Ceylon, at a place which
is called Manar ; the Pearls
which are found there, are of
a.good water but fmall, and
the greateft domot furpafs two
Garrats 5, and it is feldom that
they are found of that weight,
but.'in recompence of this
thiere-isi gredt quantity of Seed
Pearl fit to powder. -

L!IJ‘hC‘. fOI.irtjl ﬂ.nd Iaﬁ Fiﬂﬂng
in-the Eof is at-Fapan ; the
Pgarls: there are of a water
‘white enoighand heavy , but
unéqual: thefe of Fapan fell

them
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them all to the Holland Tt~
pany; for they make 16+ ace
count , as I (hall let ym&lknow
in ordcr of any Jewel!l

< In thc West -ave diftovered
five Pearl Fifhings , “vhe firft'is
in the Ifland Margarita tWBand
twenty leagues from: the- firm
fand 5 this Ifle s -thietyf | fige
leagues about and hath a Eﬂoﬂ
Haven cowards the Notch; it
the: Eaft pomnt it #sall’ cﬁddm—
paffed with rocks: i’ 1s fruit-
ful enough , but-there is want
of water.and the mhabmm 4
tp info the Gountrey" o'
nifi themfelves with it yﬂf
thc‘re are great ftore df‘Cattcl

G 2 an
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and it beareth Maize and other
things neceflary for thofe whe
live there.

The fecond. Fithing was dif-
covered in the year 1496, by
the Hle of Cubagua, aleague
from the former, in the Gulph
of Mexico; itisinten degrees
and an half of Northern Lau-
tude , an hundred and three-
fcore Leagues from St. Do-
mingo_in Hifpaniodla , and an
hundred from Santa Cruz, one
of the Carechy Iflands | and
four Leagues from the Pro-
vince .of Ariz, whichis part
of the Continent ; it is much
lels than Margarita , without

Cartel
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Cattel’ or any-other: ching
which: may {erve for the fufte-
nanée of man 5 particulatlyit
mmath water, but theinhabi-
tants ace fufnifhied from the
Cobtinent , from.a River cal-
led: Ewaun "{even: Léaguts
from: New Cadis. This Iflind
Cibiagna was rdifcovered - by,
that famous Genduefe Chrifto~
beh 'Gﬂfumbﬂd' 9 who haiﬁng
perceived a fmall Boat with
{fome Fifhersinit-);anda Wo-
man who had three:rows of
faic Pear! about her (Neck,
faid to his Companions ;. That
he thanked God he. hadi mowt

dlfcovm‘d the -~ mofk: :ﬂd'
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Countrey in:the World. . He
brokd an Eatthen Plate: of di-
vers! Coloursy and for a piece
ortwixof'it thls Woman gave
hilh weoy: villingly:a row of
thete: Pedrls ; and fov another
Plate hd rcceived many athers,
and Maened of the Indizisithe
pldcel, andmbnner of ex;;h'eir
Fifhidg for Rearks. -
uiiine thacdis ae Cmmha; near
the Contudent. ! . | -

-"The fourth is: called Cnm

dﬁ ¥ twelv_g !..eagues from

-t he ﬁfdt wdd Jaft B et Hu:
Mleofu5t. Marrhio, | threefcore

buguebtﬁom the lelaﬁ
P A
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Al the. Pearlsiof thefefive
Eiﬂnngsuare of ;.ai white was
ter yweale, diy,’ fainty milky,
ardeady 3 not but.that they
find fome fair ones ; busi 'they
hava ot fo live:.ai; water: as
thofé of the Exff; in recomr
pence they are great ones /i
weight!from’ eighteen to forty
two Carrats , and ace aldoft
allofa:heﬂ:a eofa Peay. v 1

s Thiefe ! Eﬁr& Fiih s:10f
'WhICh I have'fpoken ., araa!l
in'the Nw-rh Seagbut: theyl find
al{o’ great: quantises : vthe
Gmh;SmI nearr to.! Panawss
tlieyi ave :long asher: ehm

sound | but ot folair  asvhe
G 4 ﬂt]'ll'.'l',
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other , - and .ordinarily are:
{omewhat black ; for the Ir.
dzanis, opened the Oyfter by
Fire ; till: Vafgques Nugnm
raught the Cacique to open
them without it 5. and fince
they find the- Pearls whiter.
Experience .teacheth 'us that
Oyfters change their places as
wimll as other Fifh ;:and that
they . pafs fametlms :to . one
fide. of the Hland and fome
{imes t_othcmhcr,l N
Sailt.as 182 confiderable ciirio-
ity to know how they.fifh for
Pearls, feven, cight.;..or nine
€D aﬁ -moft go:in one Bark,
swoof  which defcend 'to the
bot:
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attorty of the Sea, fix, nine,
otwelve fathoms doep. ‘A-
bouvehie Ifles of Margarita a8
Gabagna - the water is very
cold, but the greateft difficul-
gpoin fithing ,- is holding the
breath under water, fometimes
4.quatter of ah‘hour orfong- .
ep5cand that: thele poor Slaves -
inay the bette endureit ; they
feedthem wich dry meats and
ina liwtle quantity | avarice
Pﬂt!ﬁng-‘fthﬂm—upon--thc‘fe'abﬁi-
Qences’; -but befides this, they
ufe-other expedients , they
put upon their Nofe- lictle Pin-
cers ‘made  of Buffale’s Hern
_‘which ftoppeth theit Noftrils®

_ they
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they fluffe = their Ears with
Cottan Waol.  Others hold
‘©jl in their Mouths, efpecial:
ly thofe who cannot hold their
bxearh long.  Others hold
thiic Mouth ungjer their Arm-
pits. , -and after that: manner
brﬁath twg or-three times un
der, water. There is a . Sack
of Stones or Sand tied ta each
of their Feet', . to make .them

fink, ftrait to ;h& bottom, and
another Bag: tied. abom ither
Waﬁe to put their; Oyfiers

5 there is a Card faftened
under their Asm-pits, heldby
them: whe temain in theBoat,
a“d "J‘ﬁ}' undex!water hold an-

_ other
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gther Cord in “their hands,
which: they draw , to give ng-
tice to:thole in the Baat, thag
they can now hold their breach
nolonger ; and that they muf
draw them up quickly. :

 When -they have. found § .
thonfand or two of thefe Oy-
fiers;; they fell them at ad-
verture ,  without knowing
what is within them , the Meat
&f the Oyfter is without relith,
and of very ill digeftion; and
|16 fo far. from being fo goad
to eat as-the meat of our Oy-
fters of Spain , or. thofe.iof
England,. that the very Fifher-

men difdain them, and feldom
eat
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eat any of them. Aecofta in
the Fourth Book of his Hifto-
Iy, glonéth that he had eat
of the’ Oyfters;, and found
Pearls in the middle of them.
When the night cometh, the
Fifhermen retire tothe Iﬂand
and cbrry the Oyfters hometo
him who fmployeth them.
Upon the opemng they find in
{omenone, in others from one
to fix Pearls more or lef: , and
in fome great number of
gratns, which we call Seed:
pearl.  Thefe Oyfter-fhels are
within of a lively colour to-
wards an Azure. , they make
Spoons of them and other
Tays,
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Toyss fuch as we call Mother
of Pearl.
+ The Pearls are of very dif-
ferent forms, bignefs, figure,
colour, and polith, and differ
alfo much in their price.

- It was an error of the Anci-
ents , as of Ifidorus and Al
bertns Magnus , ta believe that
the Pearl was bred by the
dew of heaven, fecing that
they are fifhed out of the Sea
[o deep, astwelve fathoms.; as
alfo to think that there isbut
one found in an Oyfter , fee-
ing that in {fome there are five
or fix , inwhich Pliny alfo dil-
agreeth with them , while he.

relateth
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-telateth what &Elins Stilo wii
teth ; how that in the war ¢
Jugurtha they gave the Nam
of “Uniones to all great Peals;
and that he had {een four
five in one Oyfter. It istrue
that feldom two of the fam
form , greatnels, and colour
are found in the fame Oyfter,
and for this reafon, asthe {am
Pliny writeth -, the Roman
called them Uniones.  Wh
it happeneth that two a
found which refemble one a
other perfectly , it encrealeth
their price very much'; andi
may be thofe two famous one
of the Queen Cleopatra .‘Wfﬁ
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of this fort 3 each of which
wete: valued at an hundred
thaufand Ducats : with one
of thele that prodigal Princefle
won the wager fhe laid with
Mark, Anthony , that fhe would
fpend above an hundred thou-
fand Ducats at one Supper;
the diffolved it in Vinegar and
dranlk it off at the latter end
of Supper the other was cut
into two pieces and carrie8 to
Rome to the Pantheon , toa:

dorn the Statua of V. em:.r. '
- The Pearls of thofe Oyfters
which ftick to the Rocks, aré
ereater than thofe whichiare

n-the Sand or Mudde ; and
thofe
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thofe which are found in the
Mudde incline fomewhat toz
dark colour; for the reft; a
the Pearl {eemeth to depend
on the air as well as the water,
if in that time when the Oy
fter breedeth the Pearl | the
air becloudy , it inclineth to
be black ; if the sky be clear,
it is the whiter. The Pearls
grow by little and little in an
OyRer ; as the Eggs in a Pul.
let , {othat the greateft come
forward towards the orificeor
opening , while the {mall ones
remain at the bottom , until
they are brought to perfect:
en. And laftly, the Pearl
. | gra'w
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grow old and wrinkled, and
by confequence become lefs
beaitiful , by lofing of eheit
luftre.

Scotland allo  produceth

fome Pearls, but fuchasare
not of the value and beauty of
the Oriental Pearls. '
- One curious and intelligent
in thefe matters , furnithed me
with the following Rule for
the pricé of Pearls according
to their weight.

A Pearl weighing
1 Grain , s worth & Crowb.

2. 4
9
2 ' o 4
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A Pearl weighing
Carrat is worth 16 Crowns.
F s
H - 58
v 49
Carats, - 64

= 381
%: iQo
i 128
Cariass, 144
-:; 196

v 228
Carars, 256
bl 289
';-“ 3241
3 361

-*++4wmmmppuuuuuj
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A Pearl weighiyg
5 Cﬂrrat.r, 400
5+ - 4T
5 = 484
5% 529
6 Carrats; 576
6.5 625
b.r ‘675
6.%:1...  igag
7 Carrats; 784
75 841
o 960
7% 960
8 Carvats,

1024

CHAP.
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CH_AP. 1V
0f CORALL,

Lthough that Corall and
Tellow Amber are not
ranked amongft Few-

els, yet they very well deferve
a place in this Hiftory, becaufe
both of them have fomething
admirable in them , and ferve
for Ornament, nay fome Na-
tions have the fame efteem for
thefe as we have for Pearls
and Digmonds. There will
then be three things to confi
der inithis Chapter, the Places

where




(re1)
where they fith for the Coral,
‘the manner how they fith ; and
the Countreys where it is
fold at the beft rates. _

Firft, Thereare three Fifh-
‘ingsfor Coral upon the Coafts
of Corfica and Sardinia , one
called Argueil , which is'the
beft and faireft; the fecond
called Baza, the third isnear
to the Ifland of S Peter. That
which groweth upon the Coaft
of Corfica is of the faireft co-
lour and longeft. Upon the
Coaft of Africa there aretwo
other Fifhings, chat near to the
Baftion of France and that of
Tabarca. The Coral of this is
| H 3 big
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big-enoughand long, but ofa
pale colour. .. Thereis another
Fifhing upon the Coalt of S:-
cily , near to Drepannm the
Caral of which is {fmall, but
of a very good colour. An-
other on the Coaft of Catania,
by Cape Quiers, where the
Coral is thick and of an excels
lent colour , but the Branches
are very fhort. There is alla
another; Fifhing in the Ifle of
Majorca, where the Coral is of
the fame natare with that of
Carfica , {othat the Coral, if
not. gnely ;. 15 chiefly found in
the Mediterranean Sea.
, _

Let
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Let us noWw come te. the
manner of Fithing forit: The
Ceral groweth under hollgw
Rocks, at the foot of which
the Sea is deep, fo that the
Eifhers proceed thus: They
faften crofs-wile two great
Pieces of Timber, and ‘place
a great Piece of Lead it the
middle, to make them fink;
afterwards they tic Hemp- 2
bout the Timber, and wreath
it about negligently to- the
thicknefs of anlInch ; they tie
to the Wood two Ropes, one
hangeth at the Prow and the
other at the Poop of the Vel-
fel ; and {0 as they rumalong

H 4 by
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by the Rocks’, they let go the
Wood , and the Hemp wind-
cth ‘it {elf about the Cordl.
There is need many times of
fifteen or twenty Boats to
draw up the Pieces of Tim-
ber, but by plucking up the
Coral thus by force , there
falleth as much into the Sea as
can be drawn out ; and the
bottom bemg ordinarily of
Oufe or Mudde , the Coral is
corroded continually , asif it
were worm-caten ; {o that the
fooner it isdrawn up, the lefs
wafte is made of it &« fome
think - Coral to be foft under
water , though it be really

' hard;
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hard 5 yettrueit is that at cet-
tain moneths of the year there
is drawn from theend of the
branch by prefling it, akind
of Milk , like that out of a
Womans Breaft, which may
very well be the feed of the
Coral , the which falling upon
fomething or other in the Sea,
accidentally produceth ano-
ther branch of Coral , as it
hath been really found upona
Skull and upon the Blade of 2
Sword. -

The Fifhing of Coral is per-
formed from the beginning of
April to theend of Fuly, and

commonly two hundred Barks .
and
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andupwards are employed to
that effe | feven men anda
boy in each. They are built
all along the Coalt of Gema,
are very light , and bear {o
great fail , that no Men of
War can bear up with them
and it is by chis means they e-
{cape the Corfairs. The Filh-
ing is performed forty miles a-
long the Shore | over againft
certain Capes that jet out;
where they prefume there is
Rocks under water, There
was lately to befeen at Mar
Jeilles ; in a Shop where they
deal in Coral , a piece of the
bignefs of ones Fift, which

they
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they cut in two, becaule it
wag, jpmewhat worm-caten,,
and there was fognd withn it
2 Worm which ftirred , and
lived’ fome , moneths ; bemng
put again into its hole. “Tis
obfervable that round about
fome branches of Coral there
Is bred asit wereaSponge res
lembling Cells, wherein there
lie {imall Worms like Bees , {o
much Nature pleafes her felfin
the diverfity of her produdti-
ons. . =

We muft fini(h this Chap-
ter by a precty curious Obfer-
vation: Thole of Fapan contra-
1y toall the reft of the Weorld,

make
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make no account of Pearlsor
Precious Stones, and aH their
Jewels confift ina grain of Co-
ral. Now as they carry by
their fidesagreat Bag, fuch as
our Mechanicks wear , fois
he the beft man, that haththe
biggeft grdfn of Coral to flip
in hisPurfe String of Silk ; and
to him who can bring them
oneof the bignefsof an Egge,
they will not onely give 2
thoufand Crowns, but fifteen’
or twenty thoufand , o
whatfoever he fhall de
mand. Moreover , through-
out all Afia ; and elpecially to
wards the North in the Grest

Mogol's
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Mogol's Dominions , and be-
yond the Mountains of Tarts-
ria , part of which hath late-
ly corquered China ; the bra-
very of the Common fort of
Peopleis of Coral , and they
wear it as well about their
Necks asupon their Armsand
and Leggs ; and fo much for
Coral. g

i e -

CHAP, V.

Of Yellow Amber.

* Ellow and White Amber
{ are found no where in

abundance , but only upon
the
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the Banks of Pruffzz, the Sei
throwing it 'up time after time
at certain Winds. The Ele-
&or of Brandenbonrghlets out’
all thefe Coafts , and the Far-
mers do there  maintain
Guards , who lie all along the
Coaft , totheé end none may

take it away:, which isvery
~ Criminal ; the Sea cafts up the
Amber fometimes on one fide
{ometimes on the other.

As 1 have-made an Obfer-
“vation of Coral,, in relped of
Fapan, fo I muft make ano-
ther of Amber in refpe& of
China. \When any great Lord
tnakes a-confiderable Feaft,

4,
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to fhew his magnificence and
fplendour , at the clofe of the
Feaft they bring into the Hall
three or four Perfuming Pots,
upon which they throw a large
quantity of Amber, fometimes
to the value of a thoufand
Crowns and upwards; feeing
the more there isbarnt of it,
fo much the greater {plendor
it adds to him who treats.
Befides they make ufe of it
after this manner , becaufe
mber thrown into the Fire,
iveth a certain Smell which
s not unpleafant , and becaufe
the Flame excels all other

lames. Hence it is that Amber
15
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isone of the beft Merchand:-
ces that ope can bring into
China, and whereof the Hol-
land Company does referve to
themfelves - the | particular
Commerce ; the Chinefes co-
ming to buy of them in Ba|
tayia.

T leave to Naturalifts to
treat of the Proprieties of Tl
low Amber , which i not the
Subje&t of our Difcourfe.

CHAP
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CHAP, VI
Of Metals, ﬂ?nﬁer-gm
Bezoar ,  Indico, and

other rich Produttions
of the Eaft .md Weﬁ'

Lthough nathmg that
appears in this Ticle

may .come into the Lift of
Jewels,: any more than Tellow
Amber:or Coral ; yet 1 may
totich upon chiemn 2s things the
mifaft; precious which wereceive
from thc Eaffand West. .
Merals are:like Plants hid-
depin the Bowels:bf the'Earth,
I and
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and there is fome refemblance
Zcrmen‘t &m the manner

their ion.. Minerals.
have. brgrncﬁ_es*and }1 {?uﬂt:k
from whence'they grow', and
great and {mall Veins, “which
arq;bond, roggeher ,‘and do
feem to imuate Vegetables.
THele Minerals:are produced
by the vertue and force of  the
Suniahd: the other Planets,
and in 2 léng fpace of time are
increafed and ‘multiplied” in
theleiabfcure: Caverns 5 “but
there-is this difference ip ‘the
Earth ‘which  brings:férth
Plarits:;: afid-dsat which produ-
ceth: Minerals |- that thisis far

and
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ind fertile , - for ‘the noutifh:
fhient of that- which it fendeth
forch ' bue on the contrary the
other is rude and barren'; fike
the 'miteer which it generates
within. Metals wete créated
fortheufe of Phyfick , for A«
griculture, and for the Defenice
and:Ornament of Man, not to
fpeak of the Species of Gold
and'Silver, {oneceflary to the
entértaining of Sotciety- and
Commerce : Upon whi¢h one
iinderftanding -enough faid,
Thit as a F ather giveth a great
Portion to his Danghter, by that
means to provisle ber a more ad-
vantageons Mateh, fo God bath

| I » giyen
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given to the Earth great riches
in Mines | to the end that Men
ntight enquire into ber with the
greater care. Iron, Lead, Cop
per, and Tinne | are found in
{o. many placcs of the Earth,
that the Americans , who have
divers Mines of. them m:gle&
to dig them;. I will nor give
thefe. therefore. any place in
this difcourfe, and will content
my {elf to fay onely this.,, that
there is great quantity of Cop-
per:in Sweden., that the belt
Tinneis bmught peutof Cornwal
in the Weft of England ; and
that the Perwvians make ufe
of no other Lead, Iron, or Cop-

per,
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per , but what is brought them
out of Europe , although they
have Mines of their own. |
will fpeak therefore onely of
Gold 'and Silver which al‘ethc
molft pretious of all Metals;and
of Quickfilyer ,. which ferveth
to refine them both. Gold 15
the richeft of all Metals ; the
heavielt and moft malleab]e

that is to fay, that (affersit felf
to . be extended the moft uns
~der the Hammer ,  and.from
all time Men have fought and
loved the enjoyment of -it! It
is found in Afi2 in the'Sand of
divers Rivers, and for this Gaz-

ger and PaSolus have:been
I3  rendred
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rendved’ famaus in' . Hiffory ;
and ngt to fpeak of Tagus and
other Riversof Exropé, ‘which
carry Gold ; the Arwe, which
falleth from the Mountains of
Sawoy, and joyneth with the

near' Geneve, furnifheth
Goald enough 'to. recompence
the painsof thole who fearch
fordn ;. 'but the abundance of
Gold js. found in Mines , and
thefe: Mines aré not every-
where ;, we have difcovered
but few in Europe ; Seotland
hath{ome;and Silefis and Hun-
garia.; - byt they do not very
much enrich their Mafters - let
uscanfider therefose the Mine;
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of - Ethiepia and India, and
pacticulasly of the Ifle of S
matra, which the Ancients cal-
led the: Cherfonefus of Gald,
W e may mention alfo the: fa
mous;:Mines of Potofi , which
celebrate: Perz above all the
Regiony of the Edrth , and
where:fa many Slaves areem-
ployed:; for the Mines of Sils
ver there are divers of them in
Enrope , rand particularly - in
Saxony 5 there arciofichem alfo
in Afiz ;- but the Mines which
ate ¢he moft famousof allare
in a Mountain of Pers , - tn-
known to the Tuc4's before the
asrival of the Spariards.  This

I 4 Mine
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Mine is {o rich that the Mine
which Hannibal found in the
Pyrenean Hills, ontof which,
as Rhnyreports, every day was
drawn three hundred pounds
of Silver, cannot be compared
toit; thedelcription ofthisat
large isto be feen in Fofephus
Acofta his Natural Hiftory of
the Iudies ; and for the manner
of refining Metals, fo many
have written, that I may be ex-
- culed from defcribing it : there
refteth theérefore no more but
Quickfilver, whichis found ina
certain. Vermillion Stone,
great quantity of it cometh
from the Mountain of Guan-

2 gavilea,
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gavilca , near to the City of
‘Guamagua in Perr ; out of
which they draw every year
eight thoufand Quintals of
Quickfilyer ; there are allo di-
vers Mines of Gold and Silver
in Spain , buc the Inhabitants
negle& to work them, con-
“tenting themfelves with thole

which they have in the Indies.
Amber-gris is a Medicinal
Liquor , full as odoriferous as
the true Balme, but thicker na-
turally ; and is brought intoa
Pafte of a hot and good Per-
fome , which may be applicd
to wounds ; it cometh not
onely out of the Eaft-Indics
but
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but New Spairn doth alfo pro-
duce it , and the Sea caltethit
up upon the Coalt of England
and freland.

Bexoar that famous Stone fo
well known in Phyfick,is found
five dayes journey from Gol-
conda , towards the Eaft of
Summer in the Province of
Renguery ; and is ingendred in
the Paunch of Goats , fome of
which have rwelve Stones n
them. The Inhabitants of the
Countrey eafily know how
many.Stanes the Goat hath m
his' body by this means , they
ftroak the belly of the Goat
with their hands and rub it, till

the
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the Bexoars comeall to the hot-
tom of .the Paunch , and then
they may be felc and-counted
likelittle Stones in a Bag. They
{ell them by weight, the bigger
the Stone the dearer. In the
year 1660 there were fold of
them -to the value of an hun-
dred thoufand Francks, and
the greateft part fell to the En-
glith 5 there come allo Bexoar
Stones from the Kingdom of
Macaffar in the Hle of Celcbes,
at fivedegrees of Southern La-
tirade, near the Molicka’s, but
they are found in the bodies of
Apes, and are not fo large as

thofe of Golconda.
Indico
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Indico , which is made ufe of
for the molft rich Colours , co-
meth from a Tree which is
planted every year after the
rains are paffed , and when it
is grown to the height of be-
tween two and three foot,they
cat it at half a foot from the
ground , and then take that
which is cut and put it into
great Pits with Lime , which
becometh {o hard , that the
Pits {eem to be but one piece
of Marble. Thefe Pits are
ordinarily about fourfcore Pa-
ces about , they fill them half
or a little more wich water, and
then continue to fill them with

the
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the green of this Tree, and every day
ftir thewhole till ic fettleth and be-
- cometh like to mudde or clay, or
clay mixed with water; afterwards
- they let the whole find for {fome
~ dayes , and then letout the warer of
the Pits, When-allthe water s our,
they take the mudde or fettlement
intheir hands , and having fteeped it
inQil, they form greac or fmall piéa
ces , according to their fancy , and
drie them in the Sun. To deceive
the Merchant , they fet. them (ome-
times . to dry upon the fand , thatfo
the fand fticking to them , they'may
weighthe heaviers but they paywell
for it, when this deceic cometh to
the knowledge of the Governour,
This Tree is cut three times , but
the oftneritis cat the Izdico becom-
ethof lefs value ; and there ismore
than twenty in the hundred diffe-
rence in the price , thelatcer giving

not
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ot fomuch coloar as the firft, The
beftindico cometh from Bigms ; from
Indopa , a0d from €orfa , three Vil
lages at aday or aday and halfs jour-
ney from Agra ; and it is that 'which
is- made vp meo.Balls,”  Eight dayes
from Swrat and twoQ leagues
roax Amaedabas.there is a Village cal-
led Sarguefie ; from whence the flar
dicqg ¢bmeth 5: there groweth alfo In-
wico of the fame nature with che laR,
anid near the fame price, inthe King-
dame ot Gakconda: it is alfo broaghe
ous.of the Weft 5 from the- fles
of catmeslles 5 where they miakeir ve-
ty.much afeér the fame m!u:kr asin
thelEafl. -

qhh’ﬁcrtuﬁitth in grchquahtuy
feoft_4gr4 and Pirena , from whence

ie:isobrought ‘twenty dayes journey
dows:the Gaages , to a plice where
thiti Englifh and Holland Mﬂchants
gome to lade,

Ll Greas
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- Great- quantity of Sk -ometh
- from' Bengals and thereabouts, which
is thebeft Countrey of India , there
cometh ‘alflo grear abundance from
the Province of Gillen or ancieht
Hircapiain Perfis, and from Sicily,
- Gumsme Lacca is broaghe from the
Kingdom of Besgals , but thebef®:
cometh out of Pegs, - A fortof Ames
can! thisGumme and faften ic 2boup
wild' Shrabs , from whence-is made
gréat quantity of Wax,: -~
- Sab' Armoniac cometh from Ams-
dabat , one of the greateft places: of
Traffick in, the Indies , for Stuffs of
Gold and:silk , as alfo Tapiftry -and
other Works as beautiful ‘as in Per<
ffu,  buestheir Colours hold not fo-
long, :‘There cometh alfo from
thunceﬂf_‘eat quantity of Linnen ; of
Painted Cottons, which are cartied
into Perfia, Arabis, to the Abif-
fines , to the Red Sea , to the Iﬂe? |
0
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