GEORGE FREDRERICE KUNZ

; b hen George Frederick

Kunz died, he remained one of the
“giants”” in the field of mineralogy,
gemology and collecting. Born a New
Yorker in 1856, he was educated in
the public schoaolz of Mew York and
Mew Jersey. In 1B36 the family of
Dr. Kunz moved (o0 Hoboken whers
at an 2arly age the young Mr, Kunz
was collecting and selling mineral
specimens discovered near his
family’s home in an excavation at
Bergen Hill. Intelligent and ambiticus
at gge 14, Kunz began sending
specimens of minerals abroad for
exchange. It was withoul doubt this
imteresl mm mineral collecting which
shaped the career of this remarkahlz
man. Largely self-taught. his
knowledge of mincralogy was
remarkahle,

In 1879, he joined the firm of
Tiffeny and Company as a gem
cxpert, this being in all probability,
the first instance of employment of &
minerzlogist in this capacity in the
jewelry industry. While with Tiffany,
he travelled widely in Morth America
inve 51ig.:l.[jnﬁ1 sources of supply of
gem minerals 1 the rough, and
eathering the infarmation which he
published in 1890 in the Cfemstones
af North America. It was also during
the eight vears from 1881 1o 1859 tha:
he gathered together the wonderful
collection, representing the American
gems in all their phases, that hrought
American Dems mito prominence at
the Puris Exposition of 1889, This
collection was baught by I. Pierpont
Morgan and presented o the
American Museum of Nalural
History. A beawtiful lilac colored
transparent zem spodumene was
discoverad in Southern California in
1902 and was named Kunzite in
honor of Mr, Kunz, The American
Museum in 1904, recoonizing his
ahilitics as a specialist, appointed him
honorary Curator of Gems, He held
this post for 14 vears. Like
Tavernier, Dr. Kunz returned from

(I856-1932)

hiz travellings in many lands with &
wialth of anecdotes and incidents
which highlight his works. In 1383 he
began o contribuie 1o the *'Mineral
Fesources of the United States™ and
to wrile for the Government report
until 1906 when he began writing the
vearly chaptors on precious stonss
for the migeral industry. Dr. Kunz
became a fellow of the New York
Academy of Sciences in 1914 and
was elected president of this body. In
[836 ke founded the Mew York
Mineralogical Club and was its first
secretary (at this time the ¢lub lad
na president.) He was alwavs aclive
in the affairs of the orzanization
T;E;Eg g5 005 president from 1914 (o

From 1892 to 1899, Dir. Kunx
served as special commissioner on
American pearls for the United
States Fish Commissicner, and in
WM he produced with Charles H,
Stevenson, “The Book of the Pearl,™
a monumental work on this subject.
Always & man of unsurpassing
energy. this voluminous writer
displayed & lively interest in zem lore
and magic and described the falls of
melsorles.

Prominent in the American
Institute of Mining and Metallurgical
Engincers, Kunz served as
Vice-President from 1899 10 1900, Dr.
Kunz was Keenly interested in
infroducing the melric system inio
the Unmed States, and was President
of the Amcrican Metric Association.
Amang his other inlerests were the
development of the uses of radium,
on hehalf of which he served as
commissionar o Lthe St Louis
Exposition in 1904,

He served as President of the
Armerican Scenic and Historical
Preservation Socicty and was o
research associale on gems on the
slall of the American Museum of
Matvral History. Dr. Kunz slso wes a



Moot oy,

Tounder and pest president of the
Muscum of Scicnce and Industry. Ie
received the honorary degree of
mester of Arts (Columbia Universily,
1898} Doctor of Philosophy
rUmiversity of Marburg. 19068) and
Doctor of Science (Knox University,
19071, He was also decorated as an
Oificer of the Legion of Honor

(Francc}, Kn[gh[ of the Order of St.

Olaf (Norway), and Officer of the

Rising Sun (lapan), This greal weallh

of knowledge and expericnce is

preserved by the legacy of his

writings. Dr. Kunz 15 the father of

mirdern gemology, Coincidentally the

sple of these wrilings fall on the

150th Anniversary of Tiffany and Company.
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