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FOREWORD

It always feels good when someona
admiras the jawalry you'ré wearng. It
feels even better when you yoursell are
the artist. What could be more wonder-
ful than handcrafting your very awn |ew-
glry, using authentic Old English designs
and techniques?

Throughout history, the wearing of
costly ornaments has camed great social
significance, revealing powear, stalus,
and weaith, Imagne the Viking chiaftain
and his wife adomed wath armbands,
collars and chains of the purest gold and

silver, while commanars had to be satis-
fied wath amber, glass and clay beads.
Indeed, only a fortunate few could don
costly and finely-crafted chains.

Many anciant Viking treasuras have
been unearthed in Scandinavia, I'm still
fascinated when | see pieces that, in
spite of centuries in the aarth or in a
bog, are still bright and handsome after
just & bil of cleaning.

These histonc treasures are, unforty-
nately, not for us to possess. The good
News is we can maka pur own copies of

them and it’s not as difficult as it looks!
You will need very few tools and all the
materials can be readily purchased. Best
of all you needn’t be as strong as a
Viking warrior to makea these.

Have fun/
Irene From Petersen

Every project is marked according to degree of difficulty:

$ 1 Viking = Very Easy - also suited for children

Q @ 2 Vikings = Easy
& @ & 3 Vikings = A Little Difficult
BEBE v

MATERIALS, OXIDIZING AND POLISHING

All projects in this book have been test-
ed using the directions. Other kinds and
waights of wires can be substtuted, but
to start with, it's safer to follow the
directions closely. In each project
description, materials (and amounts) ara
provided and the necessary tools and
technigues are descnbed the first time
they are ntroduced

Types of wire

Silver: Silver is graded according to the
amount of silvar content and comes in
stitf and soft wire, Soft wire is the most
usaful and the easiast 1o work with, If
you need 1o make a wira stiffar, you can
accomplish this by hitting it with a plas-
tic hammar,

o +

999 silver: This |s pure silver and very
soft. Use this quality only if you ara
skillad in making chains. The wire is diffi-
cult to kesp aven. Available in gauges up
to 32 (0.25 mm)



935 silver: 935 silver is an alloy of 935
arts par 1000 pure silver with about
%1000 copper. This quality wire is the

easiest to work and you can geta hand-

some piece even on your first project.

Comes in gauges up to 24 0.5 mm).If

you have trouble locating 935 silver

wire, fesl free to substitute 8925 daad
soft wire.

925 55: Sterling silver is an alloy of 825
parts silver par 1000 and about ™oop
copper. Be aware that the wire is a little
stiff to work with. Comes in gauges up
to 24 (0.5 mmy),

Silver plated wire: Copper wirg with a
wery thin coating of silver. This wire is
somewhat stiff and isn’t good for knit-
ting, but can be used for both braiding
and twisting.

German silver wire: An alloy of copper,
nickal, and zing, is not recommended for
jewelry making.

Copper wire: Pure copper can be used
for all the technigues here, Comes in
gauges up 1o 32 (0.25 mmi.

Colored copper wire: Copper wire with
a colored surface. It can be used for
braiding and twisting, but not for kmit-
ting, which may cause the colored sur-
face 10 flake off. Comes in 20 and 24
gauge (0.35 mm and 0.5 mm) in many
colors.

Brass wire: An alioy of copper and zinc,
is somewhat harder than silver and cop-

per, Brass wire is best for braiding and
twisting and comes in vanous gauges up
to 32 {0.25 mm).

Bronze wire: an alloy of copper, tin and
a little zinc, is often very difficult to knit
or braid. Comes in gauges up to 28
0.4 mm),

Oxidizing

Ower time, the natural process of oxygen
on metal will "oxidize™ it, turning the
matal a darker shade. One of the aldest
and easiest ways to recreate this
“antiqued"” look is to use liver of sulphur,
which can be found in jewelry and bead
shops, and supply catalogs. (You might
also check with your pharmacist.) This
process adds depth to & piece of jewelry,
emphasizes its design, and remaoves the
new, raw look from the metal.

Submerge a finished piece of silver
jewalry in half a cup of warm water and
enough liver of sulphur to turn the water
dark brown. The longer it remains in the
solution, the darker it will become. Don't
let the jawalry stay in the solution for
more than an hour. Remove the piece,
using plastic tongs and rinse thoraughly,
Mow, using pulverized pumice, or a
nonchlorine abrasive cleanser, you can
remove as much of the oxidation as you
want, to create the look you desire.
Rinse and dry the piece thoroughly.

NOTE: Liver of sulphur smelis nasty
when used and can burn your skin
and clothing, so be carefull

Palishing and care
The most handsome result, without
compare, is 1o tumble polish your siiver
projects. In a tumbler lactually usad for
polishing stones), special stainless steel
balls (bags of assorted sizes are best)
are mixed with a little water and silver
{or copper) polish. The pieces should be
tumbled 30 minutes to an hour, Use a
strainar to empty the tumbler so that
the steel balls are not lost in the nnse
water, Rinse thoroughly with claan
water, and dry with a soft cloth. If one
or two little steal balls are trapped in the
piece, work them loose with a needlie.

Maon-oxidized silver can also be cleaned
by dipping it in sterling silver cleaner
designed for flatware.,

Clean coppar with a cream copper
cleanar, warm water and detergent, or
in the palishing tumbler.

Brass is cleaned with cream cleaners
designed for yellow metais, warm water
and detergent, or in the polishing tum-
bler, Mever tumble brass jewelry with -
oxidized jewalry of other metals.

CAUTION: Never polish chains with a polishing machine!
Should the chain get caught in the machine, your fingers
can be ripped to pieces.

Doritafy
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Knitted, Twisted, and Braided

Wire Jewelry

VIKING KNITTING

Finds in Scandinavia have shown that
the Vikings had the technology 1o make
chains of both fine and somewhat
coarser metal wirg, Chains were assam-
bled from many pieces of wire, without
the use of solder, into handsome and
flexible jewalry.

Matalworking tools recovered from
Viking finds are much like those used
today. The pliers were more crude, and
the drawplates looked more primitive,
but therr functions were identical to our
modenm tools.

Working metal wire with metal tools
makeas it stiffer, more brittle, and more
susceptible 1o breakage. Special equip-
ment is neaded to anneal the wire {warm
it until it glows and becomes saft again)
so it can be worked without breaking,

However, this was not a problem for the
Vikings, and it nead not be for us today!
By working with predominantly wooden,
leather and rubber tools, annealing is
unnecessary. You can copy the old
Viking jewelry with very few tools and
with an ordinary table as a workspace.

The Viking “knitting" presanted here is
structurally a looping technique that pre-
ceded traditional knitting by centurias
and was used by the Vikings not only far
jewelry, but also for woolen clothing.
The technigque consists of backstitching
fiber (in this case, wire) in loops, first
around a starter and then around earlier
rows of stitches, producing something
that resembles twisted knit stitches.

Which wire to use

Silver and copper wires are best for
Viking knitting. The best gauge is 26
(0.5 mm), which will give you regular,
good looking results from the vary
beainning. If you use wire fingr than
28-gauge (0.4 mm), you should place a
wire ar a leather thong inside the chain
to stabilize it.

Wire as heavy as 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
can certainly be used, but requires
strong hands and more skill,

Most important tools
(See photo on page 59, for reference.}

1 pair flat-nose pliars without ridges

1 pair needie-nose pliers

1 small vise

1 hardwood drawplate (a die plate
through which wire is pulled to
reduce its diameter)

Mandirels (an axis. or spindle around
which wire can be bent

Starter kits are available with draw-
plates and mandrels included, but you
can easily make these yourself,

Mandrels

Mandrels can be made of knitting nee-
dles or Allen wrenches in %32, V& and
Y16 inches 2.5, 3.5, and 5 mm),

To make room for the wire when you're
knitting. fila a little notch about %4 of
the way in on the short leg of the Allen
wrench. Polish the notch with emary
paper.

Drawplate

iake the drawplate from a piece of
hardwood, such as oak, maple, or
beech, about 5'2 inches (14 ¢m) long,
2-2 inches (5 em) wide, and 1 inch
{2.54 e thick. Bore holes Y4 inch
0.5 émi-apart, from 1.510 10 mm

in diameter.

You have now made your own draw-
plate, which you will use to draw your
finished knitting even and pliable

Doritafy



GETTING STARTED WITH VIKING KNIT

Startup bundile for single knit,
double-knit, and friple knit

Set the mandrel upright in the vise. The
notch should be 1o the left if you are
right handed, or the opposite if you're
left-handed

It's a good idea to make the startup
bundle in a different color from the
actual knitting. Use, for example, about
16 inches (40 cm) colored copper wire
for the startup bundle and the first few
rows. Change over to the real wire for

the project only whan your stitches
begin to lie avenly. You always discard
the startup bundle and the starting
stitches afterwards, so this will save on
your expansive slivar wira,

1. Starting at one end about 2% inches
(7 cmi in and using colorad wire, wrap
tha wire around a ruler, as many times
a5 you want stitches. 5o, if you want 3
stitches, wind it around 3 times, 4 times
for 4 stitchas, and so forth

2. Slip the wire off the ruler and twist the
loops togather about ¥ inch (1 om) from
the end that doesn't have loose ends. Wiap
the ends around the twist once or twice
until they feal like they won't come logse

3. Spread the loops apart to look like a
daisy and pinch the ends of the loops
together lightly. These are your starfup
loops.

4. Take a piece of the knitting wire
10-12 inches (25-30 cm) and wrap one
end around the twist 10 anchor it

5. Place the “flower™ over the mandrel,
distributing the "petais” evenly 10
encourage the stitchas to lie evenly. The
short leg of the mandrel (Allen wrench]
should point away from your daminant
hand (left if you're right handed, right i
you're left handed),

ook 8 b *

6. Bring the and of the knitting wire
over the notch in the mandrel right to
left behind the two adjacent sides of
two petals, then toward you, drawing
the two sidas together very loosely. The
ioop should be crossed above the two
startup petais, as shown. Hand-crimp
the wire lightly there, then move 1o the
next juncture of petals on the right

7. Turn the next two startup petals
toward you and make another stitch
identical to the first. Tighten the wire a
little between them. Continue this way
until all the startup petals have been
“stitched togather.” Try 10 keep the
spaces batwean sliches aven.

Doritafy



8. When you've gone completaly
around once, loosen all the stitches
carefully with 2 needle (slide the needla
under the stitch and wiggle it carefully)
You can also regulate the distance
between stitches a hittle thes way. There
should be enough space now thal you
can forget about the startup petals and
waork only with the knitted stitches.
Turn the startup in toward you for the
first stitch

9. Push the knitting wire from the back
toward you, going under the entire first
stitch. Give a gentle pinch at the top of
the stitch you just knitted at the same
time you tum the pwece, bringing the
néxt stitch toward you. This pinch will
halp anchor the stitches and keep them
avan. You may pull a litthe here, but it's
best not to pull toco hard at the begin-
ning. As with other knitting, some pec-

ple knit loosely, others tightly. Here it
doasn’'t matter much as long as the
stiches and the spaces between them
look the same

Single knit
If you cantinue as you are knitting now,
the rasult will be single knit. This will be

very open and is best suiteéd to the open,

rope-like knit shown at upper left on
page 11

Double and treble knit

If, after a couple of rounds of single knit,

you count back 2 rounds and string the
wire through there for your stitch, and
continue doing this around, you will be
double knitting. Double knitting is the
most comman knit and produces a
handsome, even, and close chain which
is still pliable

If you count back 3 rounds and knit
through that, you are double-treble knit-
ting. You will knit very closely and firmly
Tha chain will be handsome, but a little
stiff

Crooked stitch distribution

If one stitch is too close to the one
above it, you can even this out by mak-
ing & very lpose stitch, thean tightening
those on either side of it a little more
than usual. This adjustment won't show
aher the chain has been drawn through
the drawplate.

g R

Joining a new wire

When vou run out of wire, clip the wire
where it emerges from behind the stitch
above, about “& inch (3 mm) from the
stitch

Use the point of your pliers 1o push the
stump in under the stitch as i it were a
regular stitch

Take a new piece of wire about 16 inches
{40 erm) long and make a little hook about
4 inch (3 mmil in diameter in one and

Lead the other and through the stitch as
if you ware knitting the same stitch all
over again, fallowing the path of tha
first, cut end, but bring the new wire out
under the first, Then bring the wire over
2 rounds to the front and across the cut-
off end as shown. For double knitting, it
may seem that you are going back three
reunds instead of 2, but just follow the
path of the last stitch. Fasten the little
hook at the far end around the wire fram
the preceding round (as shown) just

Doritafy



whera the cut end of the old wire points
right, so that it is secured to the round
between stitches: There is no overlap.

Cantiriue as before, but take care that
tha hook doesn't slip loose in the first
round. If it should pop loose, sert it back
in place before drawing the chain

Drawing

Securs the drawplate in the vise

Ahen the chain is as long a3 you want it
it will gan 20 percent by being drawn),
legve g B-mch (15 cm) piece of the knit-
ting wire hanging. Use this if you find
you ve macde the chain too short: you

can force a small mandrel inte the chain
again, then a larger ane until you have
the right size and continue to knit.

(NOTE: This is extremely difficult and
a huge bother, so it's better to knit too
fong, than too short!)

Check all cut ends and beginning hooks
to maka sure avenything is well secured.
It anything is loose, push it into place
with a needle

If your knitting 1s very uneven, slide a
knitting needle through it, as thick a
ong as possible, and roll the chain back
and forth on & flat surface between two
lavers of leather. Do this before draw-
ing the piece. See page 19 for this
procedure,

Now you work magic!

Remave the mandrel. Put the bound-
together end of your startup loops
through the hole in the drawplate that is
just the least bit tight, and using flat-
nose pliers and gripping only the startup
piece, pull the chain through the hole.

Rapeat this in a smaller hole, and small-
ar again. Opticnally, pull it through the
same hole a couple of times.

When yau feel that the chain has stayed
firm after being pulled through the same
hole twice, it's finished, if it's a necklace.
1Fyou pull it through again, you will risk
twisting it, and this 15 nearly impossible
to get out again. Bracelets are not as
delicate in this respect.

To soften up the knit and make it more

pliable, you can run it around a dewel or
rod, or old table leg and pull it back and
farth a few timas. Careful nat to scratch
the table leg!

To put the knit on a leather thong or a
stabilizing wire, remember to insert this
into the chain before you draw it, and
pull them through together. It's mora dif-
ficult to put this in later.

Finishing

To finish, nip off the startup and any
irrgguilar rounds at the baginning. Work
in the cut ends and discard any lobse
bits, 5o that only one wire remains at
each end

Mow your knitted piece is ready to be
mounted with end caps and & clasp

Twisted knit chain and earmings p. 20

Knirted braceler on a leather cord p. 12
Twisted knit ring and twisted knit bracelet p. 20
Long chamn with eross and col ends p. 13

Oxidized silvar bracelet with coil ends p. 14

Aing with silver end beads p. 16

Knitted necklace wisiver congs p. 12 and ring with sifver cones p
Flar braceler in oxigized silver p. 13
Bracalet in oxidized siver p. 13

Twisted knit braceler and nng p. 20
Hoap sarrings with knit chains p. 16

Do







Bracelet on a
leather cord

8%

MATERIALS:

3 4'%" (1 meter) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

16" (40 cm) leather cord

Photo: page 11

On 3 stitches and & 3.5 mm mandrel,
double-knit until the wire is used up.
Thread the leather cord through the knit
and center tha wire knitting on the cord
before pulling it through the drawplate
Draw both through at the same tima,
holding only the startup bundle to avoid
damaging the cord, Draw it as many
times as you reasonably can

Nip off tha startup bundle and bend loose
ends naatly into the knit using the round-
nose pliers. Tie the cord with a slip knot

Leather slipknol

El

Allow 6 inches (16 cm) of cord for

each knot

Cross the 2 ends at the point whare ths
knot will ba when the bracelet is its
largest, exactly opposite the center of
the knitting, allowing & inches (15 cml
on each cut end. Study the drawing of
the knot above: Wrap the end over itsalf
and the other end 3 times, working
away from tha cross point, and stick the
end through the wraps. Make an ident-
cal knot (going in the opposite direction)
wath the other end. The length of the
bracalet can now be changed by pulling
the knots apart or togather.

Necklace with cones

&8

FINISHED LENGTH: 16'2" (42 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

50° 7" (15 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mmj
935 silver wira

1"8" (0.5 m| 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silvar conas, 15 mm

1 silver clasp, 13 mm

2 sliver jump rings far the clasp

Photo: page 11

Start with 4 stitches mounted on a
Yyg-inch {5 mm) mandrel and double-knit
14 inches (35 cm) total. When drawing
through the drawplate, don't overdo it
or the knit will bagin 1o twist

Mount the cones and findings

For a matching bracelet of the same

thickness, use about 16° 10'2" (& m)
of 26-gauge (0.5 mm) .935 silver wire.

Mounting the cones
without glue

s

1. Pinch the ends of the knit together
carefully 8o that the cones fit down
over the ancds. Wark 2 hole into the kmit
Y inch (.5 cm) from the end, wide
gnough 1o allow a 20-gauge silver wire
o pass through

# o 12 b 4

2. Put the 20-gauge wire through and
bend it up against the and of the chain,
s0 the cone can slide down and cover it.
Slide the cone over the wire and the end
of the chain and press the cone on firmiy.

3. Place a No. 3 knitting needie agamnst
the end ol the cona. Band the wire
around the needle, then around itself
once as close to the cone as possibie
Nip off the reamaining wire and press the
end in place with pliers. Straighten the
loop up wath round-nose phers

Maount a cona on the other end the
same way

Mount a jump ring through each loop
and a clasp In one of the rings.

Doritafy
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Oxidized bracelet

8%

FINISHED LENGTH: 6" (15 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

16" 104" (5 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
835 sihver wire

2 silver end caps, 4.2 mm 1D (inside
diameter)

1 silver glasp, 11 mm

2 jump rings for the catch

Photo: page 11

Start with 4 stitches on a “-inch

(3.5 mm) mandrel and double-knit about
§inches (12.5 cm.)

Pull through the drawplate. Check
length. Glue on the end caps.

Qxidiza, then polish in a drum tumblar,
isee page 6],

Mounting end caps with glue

A 2-part thick epoxy is best for gluing
metal to metal.

Finish the knit completely and pinch the
ends together lightly where the and
caps will ba, A tight fit is best.

Mix the glue according to the directions
on the package and dip the ends of the
knit in the glue. There should be a lot of
glue as some of it will be lost in the knit
itself, Put a Iittle glue in the end caps as
well. Slide them on and tum them so
they face the same way and won't twist
when the clasp is fastened later.
Immediately wipe off excess glue. Let
the glue dry complataely before mounting
the jump rings and clasp and oxidizing
the piece (sea page &)

Flat bracelet in
oxidized silver

588

FINISHED LENGTH: 6% (17 cm)
without findings

MATERIALS:

16' 10%" (5 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

2 silver end caps with 2 & mm D (inside
diameter)

1 spring catch, 8 mm

Photo: page 11

Starting with 4 stitches on a Ye-inch

(3.5 mm} mandrel, double-knit 5% inch-
es (14 em). Draw through the drawplate
until the chain is tight and the right
langth.

Lay the knit on a piece of soft leather.
Naw pound it softly with a rubber or
plastic hammar. Try to hit consistently
along the top of two lengthwise lines of
stitches. With a careful hand and a guiet
mind, pound the entire length of the
piece, then turn it over, and pound the
back the same way. Finally, pound it
gently along the sides to even it out,
The results are well worth taking the
time to do this process patienthy and
gently. Optionally, flatten the end caps a
littte to match the chain.

Glue on the end caps. Wait until the glue
is completaly dry before oxidizing the
bracelet {ses page 6.

+ o 13 % +

Long chain with cross
and coil ends

2%

FINISHED LENGTH: 274" (70 cmi)

MATERIALS:

57" 3" 117 mi 26-gauge (0.5 mm]
35 silver wira

13'%2" (0.3 m) 16-gauge (1.5 mm] silver
wire for coil ends

1 jumip ring of 16-gauge (1.5 mm)
Silver wire

1 cross (We used.a museum
repraduction)

Photo: paga 11

Start with 3 stitches an a Y-inch (3.5
mm} mandrel and double-knit for 232
inches (60 cm). Draw through the draw-
plate at most twice through the hole
where you really have to pull to get it
through. It's & shame if the chain begins
to twist from being drawn too energeti-
cally, so do this firmly and carefully.
Coils are a useful way of ending a chain.
The text and-the 2 drawings on page 14
shewy how to mount coils on a chain,
Mount the coil ends. When they are n
place, join them with one jump ring.
Oiidize the chain (see directions, page 6).
Finally, mount the cross.
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Oxidized silver bracelet
with coil ends

B R
e
FINISHED LENGTH: &~ 115 cmi

iy 1 4

MATERIALS:

13" 4 m) 26

35 silver
13%%" (0.3 m) 16-gaupge (1.5

silver wire for the coil ends
1 silver clagp 13 mm

Photo: page 11

mimi

Start with 3 stitches an a s-inch
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Hoop earrings

8%

MATERIALS:

3" 42" (1 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
235 silver wire

1 pair hoop earrings, 44 mm diameter

Photo: page 11

Start with 2 stitches on a Y&-inch

i3.5 mm) mandrel. Double-knit until the
wire is used up:

Full through the drawplate until the knit
i5 firm. Okidize and nip off the startup
bundie.

Cut the knitting in two equal lengths and
thread onto the heaps, You may have to
widen the knit a little with & needle if
there isn't enough room for the hoops,
When the knitting is in place, tidy up by
bending the loose wire ends inta the knit.

Ring with end beads

L

MATERIALS:

4' 10%:" (1.5 m 2B-gauge (0.4 mm)
889 silver wire

47 (10 em) 20-gauge (1.0 mm) silver
wyire

2 silver end beads with rings (file off
the rings)

Photo: page 11

Start with 3 stitches on a_lhz-in:h man-
drel and double-knit 2% inches {7 cm).
Place the 20-gauge wire inside and pull
the whole assembly through the draw-
plate, until it's as tight as possible.

Nip off the startup bundle and farm inta
a8 ring around a mandrel, dowel, or the
handle of a wooden spoan.

Prepare the end beads by nipping off the
rings. File the raw edges with a file, then
with fine emery paper. then polish ina
drum tumbler. Cut the 20-gauge wire to
size, insert and glue on the end beads.

Ring with cones

28

MATERIALS:

4'10%" (1.5 m} 28-gauge (0.4 mm)
999 silver wire

4% (12 em} 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silver cones, B mm

Photo: page 11

Start with 2 stitches on a ¥az-nch mans
drel and knit 234 inches (7 cm) In dou-
ble-knitting. Slide the 20-gauge wire
through the knit lengthwise and pull the
whaole assembly through the drawplate,
making it as tight as possible,

Nip off the startup bundle, but not the
Eﬂgaufe wire, which should stick out
about *&-inch (1.5 cm) on each end.
Farm the ring around a mandral, dowel
or the handle of a8 wooden spoon.
Check the langth, but don't trim the
heavy wire yet.

Gluing on the cones

Try sliding the cones over the ends of
the kritting. If they don't fit, use flat-
rose pliers 1o pinch the knit in a little,
When the cones fit, mix epoxy (see page
13), and remove the cones, Be generous
with glue on the ends of the knit, and
replace the cones. Push in hard so that
the cones sit tightly, with the 20-gauge
wire sticking through at both ends. Bend
the ends of the 20-gauge wire over. so
that the cones are held in place under
tension, while the glue dries.

When the glue is completely dry, nip off
the 20-gauge wire as close as possible
1o the tip of the cone, then file it off.

Fine silver chain
with pendant

2888

FINISHED LENGTH: 142" (37 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

40%2" (12 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

2 silver cones with wire spirals, 16 mm
isee page 12)

1 clasp, 11 mm

| purchased pendant |

1 jump ring

Photo: page 15

Start with 3 stitches on a 3z-inch man-
drel and double-treble knit.

Wheen your work is 13% inches (34 cm)
lormg, pull it through the drawplate. In
this case, you can draw as much as vou
wish, because it's so tightly knit and
short that it can't twist. (On the other
hand, the knit won't change much
because it Is so tight already.} Pull the
chain back and forth across a rod, dowel
or the leg of a wocden table to make
the knit more plishle, Mount the pen-
dant on & jump ring large enough to
slide loosely on the chain.

Mount the cones and clasp (see page 12
for directions).
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Fine silver bracelet

%

FINISHED LENGTH: 7'2" (18 cmi
excluding findings

13" (4 ml 26-gauge (0.6 mm) 935 silver
wire

2 silver cones, 6 mm

1 silver clasp, 9 mm

Photo: page 16

Start with 3 stitches on a ¥2-<inch man-
dral and double-knit.

When work measuras about 4% inches
12 em), pull it through the drawplate as
much 88 you can.

Mount cones on the ends (see page 12,

Corkscrew earrings

e

FINISHED LENGTH: 2'%2" (8 cm)

MATERIALS:

9 9" (3 ml 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

10" (26 em) 20-gauge (1.0 mmi
silvar wira

4 silver cones, 6 mm

2 silver ear wires

2 silver jumip rings

Photo: page 18

Start with 3 stitches on a Ya2-inch man-
drel and knit about 6 inches (16 om) in
double-knit. This piece will make both
2amngs

Slip the 20-gauge wire through the
tength of the knit and pull the whole
assemblage through the drawplate, until
it can’t be tighter. Be careful not to
squeaza the 20-gauge wire out of the
knit whan drawing

Nip oft the startup bundle, but not the
20-paupe wire,

Tug the 20-gauge wire until the knitting
is canterad on it

Dnnde the knitting in two equal pieces,
allowing the heavier wire (o protrude
from one end of each piece.

Wrap the pieces around a knitting nee-
die, or use your fingars to create a
“corkscraw” shape.

Giue the cones in place with the 20-
gauge wire poking through the ends.
When the glue is completely dry, use
round-nose pliers to bend the 20-gauge
wire into a little eye at the top of each
earring (see photo, page 12). Mount &
jump ring in each eye and the ear wires
into the rings.

Heavy silver bracelet

2288

FINISHED LENGTH: 744" (19 cmi
excluding findings

26" 37 (B m} 935 silver wira

2 large silver end caps

1 large silver ring clasp, 20 mm
Photo: page 15

This bracelet needs a little extra length
because of its thickness.

Start with 5 stitches on a *e-inch (5 mm)
mandrel and double-knit. The stitchas
are very lightly packed. Be sure they lie
densely and evenly from the very begin-
ning of there won't be room around the
mandrel.

When the work measures about 6%
inches (17 cm), slide a knitting needie
{U.S. No. 8] through the knitting. Lay this
assemblage on a piece

o 17 % #

of soft leather, fold the |leather over the
top and roll the work back and forth
inside the leather. You should apply some
SErious energy to this (see page 19).
When the knitting looks even, remove
the knitting naedle and pull the knitting
through the drawplate’s very largest
hole once or twice. Don't use a smalier
hole. If you wish, you can now oxidize
the piece and ghie on the end caps
afterwards, Remember to be generous
with glue, The end caps and the
bracelet should be stabilized while the
glug 15 drying,

Heavy silver necklace

588%

FINISHED LENGTH: 16'2" (42 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

65" (20 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mmi
935 silver wirg

2 large silver end caps

Photo: page 15

Start with 5 stitches on a8 Y1e-inch

15 mm) mandrel and double-knit.

Read directions above for the heawy
bracelet.

Whan the work measures 15'% Inches
(39 em), follow finishing directions for
the heavy bracelal, above.
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Twisted knitting is opan, single knitting

=
1S never pulled through a drawplate, st
8B e

t must be the finishad length wi

ated

FRTIRO 1S FRTI
g 1> COAME

Be very meticulous whan starting a new

piace of wire

What weight wire?
The best gauge 15 26 or 24 (05 or

& mmi Fir

s~ awe B ania
aces and bracelets

gt for nngs and aarmnn

How to even out the twisted
viking knit

Hamove the

- =l e
k all vwaire

rarrek o

Ship a U.S, No. B knitting needle (tha
largast that can fit) through the knit
lengthwise, With the needls inside. mll

the work batween two layers of soft

aather as showr antar}, while press it
i ce. The obiact
Oln &g &ven

 TWISTED OPEN VIKING KNIT

Rolling smoath (]

How fo twist the twisted knit
Find the middle of the knitting and grasp

the middie, twist one hand forward, the
ather back

mchas (4. ml an aach sida of

Change to a U.5. No. 7 knitting neadle

51 (in the same directions as

12 inches (4 cml out from

c ad J =
SINED (e Quarg p. 25
e o iy iy PR

o el X8y gD &

Braided ring p. 22

Braided bracelet p. 22

= | - 1 -y >
Hraded nng p. 22

Sinnet earrings p. 28

Twisting

Continue changing to a smaller knitting
needle aach 1'2 inches (4 cm) until you

reach the ands

This method results in a gentle 1aper

toward the ends, which complemants

this kind of knitting. Of vourse, vou can

wasl the entre cham around the samea
necoe, Iy

51 g ou hke. (See
papge 58 for knitting neadle conversions.)

Copper and silver brarded bangle p, 22

Heavy sinner bangle in silver and copper p. 27

Sinnet pendant on leather cord p. 28
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Twisted chain

2%

FINISHED LENGTH: 187 145 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

32'%" (10 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

20" (0.5 m) 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silver cones, 15 mm

1 clasp

2 jump rings for clasp

Photo: page 11

Start with 4 stitches on a #é-inch

15 mm) mandrel and single knit.

Be very careful when starting and
anding wiras.

When the work is 18 inches (45 cm,
plus a little extra, twist as described
onp. 18,

Mount cones and clasp (see page 12
for heipl.

Twisted bracelet

2%

FINISHED LENGTH: 745" (18 em)
axcluding findings

MATERIALS:

13’ {4 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm) copper
or 935 silvar wire

20" (0.5 m) 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silver cones, 16 mm

1 silver clasp, 11 mm

2 silvar jump rings for clasp

Photo: page 11

Start with 4 stitches on a ¥1e-inch (5 mm)
mandrel and singla knit.

Knit until the work measures the finished
length plus a bit extra, then finish as
described on page 19.

Mount cones and clasp (see page 12).

if you wish to oxidize the bracelet, do

so before mounting the cones and

the clasp.

Twisted earrings

58 %

MATERIALS:

9'9" {3 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
silver wira

2 ear wiras

4 jump rings of silver wire,1 mm

Photo: page 11

Start with 3 stitches on a “B-inch

(3.5 mm| mandrel and single-knit until
work measures about 6 inches (15 cml.
Save about 20 inches (2 m) of wire to
“saw” with,

+ % 20 + +

Cut the work in two equal pieces and
twist each piece around a U.S. No. 2
knitting needle. "Sew" the ends togeth-
er 50 they feel firm and push loose ends
into the knit. Shape the earrings with
your fingers into teardrops or circles.

In order for the ornaments 1o dangle
well, string them on 2 jump rings each,
then mount the ear wires through the
1op ones.

Twisted ring

B

MATERIALS:

3 42" (1 m) 28-gauge (0.4 mm)
999 silver wire or copper wire

47 (10 cm) 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
sivar wire

2 silver conas, 6 mm

Photo: page 11

Start with 3 stitches on a ¥3z2-inch man-
drel and single-knit about 4% inches

{11 em). Follow finishing directions on
p. 19, but twist the knit around a darning
needie or a U.S. No. 00 knitting needle.
Slip the 20-gauge wire through the knit-
ting lengthwise, latting it stick out 3%
inch {1 cm) a1 @ach and. Pinch the
knitting together at the ends until it fits
smoathly into the conas. Finish by glu-
ing the cones, as described on page 16.
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BRAIDS

Silver, copper, colored copper, silvered
wire, and brass wie can all be used for
the technigues balow. Usa 22 to 28
gauge (0.35 10 0.8 mm). Heavier wire
can be used o you are strong enough
1o work it!

Note: Wires cannot be added as you

proceed, 50 be sure you have the
right length to start.

Braiding technique

1. Twist the wires together &t one end
and fastan tham firmly in the vise
Arrange the wires with an equal number
on both sides of the heavier middia
wire, Band the wires forward so they
paent toward you, paraliel to the floor

2. Take the outermaost left wire, carry it
up over the central wire plus two right-
hand wires. Bring it down in the center
of the night side betweean 2 wires, then
back under 3 wires (including the central
wirg), It will still ba on the left, but will
now be the innarmaost wire, next to the
central wire

3. Now take the outarmost right wira
and do the opposite: ovar the cenler wire
plus two left-hand wires, under the two
left-hand wires and the center wire, end-
ing with it as the innarmast nght wira

+ o4 21

e o

4, Repeat steps 2 and 3 until you have
used all the wires once

Now, take all the right wires in your right
hand and all the laft wires in your lef
hand and pull them firmly away from the
center. From now on do this after each
wire is braided. This assures you a firm
and regular braid

Variation

Try the same braid using two wires as
gach strand. There will then be two
outside wires used in each link of braid-
ing. and the 8 wiras will be used as tour
double strands, but using the same
technique. This uses exactly the same
amount of wire if you use 26-gauge
0.5 mm) wire. Continue in the sama
way uniil you are satisfied with the
length

Finishing braid

Remawve tha braid from the vise and lay
it on & piece of leather. Pound it lightly
with a plastic hammer on all 4 sides until
the braid is completely even. You can
also pull the braid through the drawplate
you used for Viking knit,

Mip off the twist at the start and any
surplus wires, but don't cut through tha
central wire [ you plan 1o mount the
braid with cones, without using glue
{see page 12)
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Copper and silver
braided bangle

8%

MATERIALS:

B (2.4 m) 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
COppEr wire

8 (2.4 m) 22-gauge (0.8 mm}
835 silver wire

1 silver tube, 1% inch (3 em) long.
with a 7 mm inside diameter

Fhoto: page 18

There is no cantar wire in this project
Divide the wires into 3 copper and 3
siiver wires each 32 inches (80 cmi long
Bend them n half ’
Mount these in the visa with 6 copper
one side and 6 siver on thea

ip off the ends so they don't

other
b o
SCrancy

[ NFETAY,
PRy

wilh no center wire

When finished, p

| r"-'-'.')".ng"l N araw-
||i;-:r'l:! n Yyou Wish
of the tube so they slant

oward each other

rFilg fhe enos

Measure the ¢

laxing cane nat tne

Over the thickast part of ye
oe THXIF POXY QILe. r
that all the w an il insid

Braided bracelet

% %

FINISHED LENGTH: 5'2" (14 cmi
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

62" 12 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm) wire

935 silve

this can be asither al

or hall sdver and
.:2 {3 L) | I;Jr'
suwvar whrg
? silver congs, B 11 mn

Siver Ciasp
£ Siver jJump nngs

Phalo page 18

Cut the 26-gauge wire in 4 pieces, sach
20 inches 150 cm). Bend these in half

Knit bracelat p. 26

AT Choker with Deag

s0 you have 8 ands. Mount thesa in the

n the cen

vise with the 20-gauge wire |

Braided ring

b

FINISHED LENGTH: 4" (10 cml

MATERIALS:

3'4'%" 1 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm
rul"ﬂl..rl Siver wirg

5" (12

cm) 20-gauga (1.0 mim)

and braid as descnbed an
IMISh and glueé on thé conas

(see page 16)

p. 26
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KNIT ON 3 NAILS

Chains knittad on nails look more knitted
than those made with Viking knit. While
they aren't as lirm or strong as Viking
knitted chains, the technique has other
possibilities. You can, for example, make
chains with a greater circumference. On
the othar hand, if you make a bracelst
with this technigue, it must be support-
ed inside to keep it from being flattened
whean worn,

Which wire is best?

035 silver wire and copper wire, starting
a1l 28 gauge (0.4 mm). Again, the best is
26-gauge 0.5 mmi

A wooden block with 3 nails

A crochet hook, metnc number 1 or 1.25

A wooden drawplate like the one used
for Viking knit (see pages 7 and 10.)

How fo make your jig, a block

with 3 nails

a block of wood, preferably hardwood,
about 2 x 4" (4 x 8 cm). Scraps are
fine.

3 small bracls

2 componant epoxy

Measure a tmangle on the block as
shown, with ¥1a inch (4 mm) separating
the points. Bore holes at each point with
a 1 mm bit, straight down, Mix 2-par
epaxy and sgueeaze some into the holes
Tap in the brads. Wipe away excess glue
immediately. When the glue is entirely
dry, nip off the heads and file them
smoath, so they don't scratch or snag.

It iz on these nalls that the knit stitches
are farmed.

Gefting started

2. Spread out the loops to form a daisy.

3. Haolding onto the fastened and, use
the crochet hook 1o form an eye at the
end of each loop by inserting the cro-
chet hook wall into a loop, then twisting
it in the lnop two tums, (Mare tumns
could braak the ‘wira.)

The stariup bundle and the first few
stitches are always discarded, so save
your silver wire for the real thing

1. Use a plece of colored copper wire

sbout 404" (1 m) long. Starting a little

ways into the length, wind B loops over
a ruler. (These will be on the side away
from the ends of the wire.)

Wiggle the copper wire off the ruler,
give the “back end™ a solid twist, and
wrap the loose ends firmly around the
bundie

 od 24 % + Doritafy



Stitching

MNow take your kEnitting wire (of a practice
pigce) and your nall block. Starting from
the left about 4 inches (10 em) in from
ong end of the wire, bring the wire over
the lefl nail, under the canter nail and
gver the nght nail. Lift this off and shift
the wiré to tha left, putting what was on
thie right nall on the lalt nail and running
the wire undar and up again. Try making
about 24 stitches. When you have done
thus, you will simply continue the same
way, making more on the same wire

Now, wrap the knitting wire around the
twisted ayes of the startup bundie, so
that the stitchas are ouiside the eyes.

Push the crochet hook through an aye Chunging wires
and catch a stitch. Pull it through the
aye and up a little so that the stitch is
incked in place. Turn tha work 1o the left
{counterciockwise) to the next suitch ang
fepeat. The first round of stitches may
pop out a little, but just put tham back

in again

¥hen you have 8 stitches knitted, shape
them into a circle. Knit the next stitch
into the first stitch of tha first round
Catch a new stitch through the old first
stitch and continug around in this way

H you run out of wire, add & new one

Let about *4 inch (2 cmi of the old wire
drop down inside the knit. Maka a row of
stitches on a new wire, also about 3¢ inch
(2 cmi from the end. Start 2 stilches
before the end of the old wire, sliding 2%
inch (2 cmi) of the new wire under the knit
as shown above, and overiapping the ferst
2 stitches of the new wire over tha last 2
suiches of the old ware. This won't show
much on the finished object. Loose ands
are not tnmmed closely, and up 10 34 inch
{1 emi can hang down insicle the knit

When the chain is complatad {about
' less length than the finished mea-
surement), check the points where
you changed wires to be sure they
are firm and le mcely. Now moun
tha drawplata in this visa, Use flat-
nosed pliers (o pull and ahwvays pull
only on the starup bundla

If wou have knitted a wide piace with

Drawing

15 or more stitches, you will have to
bore larger holas (15 - 20 mmi in the
drawplate

First pull the work through the large
hole once or twice, thén through a
hole a hittle smaller. This stabilizes
the knit. Don’t draw it through too
many holes, howavar, or the knitting
will become too stft
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S-catch

A big S-catch works well for necklaces,
but not as well for bracelets.

S-catches can be purchased, but you can
easily make a handsome one yourself.
For a 1% inch (3 cm) long S-catch, use
4 inches (10 cm) 16-gauge (1.5 mm)
silver wira,

With round-nose pliers, bend down one-
third of its length,

Band down the other end in the oppo-
site direction so that the bends are the
same length.

File the ands a little to make the wire
Narrower,

With fine round-nose pllers, bend a little
curl in each and to finish,

Now 1o harden the metal, lay the caich
in a piece of leather and pound it with a
plastic hammer.

Polish the catch with metal palish or put
it in @ drum tumbler with steel balls. See
page & for more detail

Knit necklace

888

FINISHED LENGTH: 20" (51 cm)
exluding findings

MATERIALS:

50' 7" 1156 m] 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
9365 silver wire

20" {0.5 m) 20-gauge (1 mmi silver wire

2 gilvar conaes, 15 mm

6 (15 cm) 16-gauge (1.5 mm) silver
wire for S-catch

Photo: page 23

Start with 8 stitches and knit 162 inch-
&5 (42 cm) using the basic pattermn on
pages 24-25,

Pull the work carefully through the
drawplate using only the largest holes.
Draw until the chain is even and smooth.
It should be drawn only until the knit can
no longer be pushed together sasily. Cut
off the startup bundle and mount the
cones as described on page 12. Make
and attach an S-catch

Knit choker with bead

289

FINISHED LENGTH: 16" (40 cml
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

404" (12 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm)
935 silver wire

20" (0.5 m) 20-gauge (1 mm) silver wire

2 silver cones, 15 mm

4" (10 em) 16-gauge (1.5 mm) silver
wire for S-catch

1 purchased bead

Photo: page 23

+ o 26 & o+

Start with 8 stitches and knit about 15
inches (38 cm) using the basic psttemn
on pages 24-25,

Pull through the drawplate until the knit
is firm enough.

Slide the bead on first, than mount the
cones (see page 12). Make and attach
an S-catch.

Knit bracelet

588

FINISHED LENGTH: 6 (15 em)

MATERIALS:

16’ 102" (6 m) 26-gauge (0.5 mm) 935
silvar wire

6" (15 em) 14-gauge (2.0 mm)
silver wire

6%" {17 cm) clear plastic tubing
(aguarium supplias, etc.) about
14 inch (0.5 cm) outside diameter.

2 cup style end caps with 7 mm inside
diameter (ID)

Photo: page 23

Start with 8 stitches and knit § inches
{13 em) using the basic pattern on
pages 24-25,

Slide the plastic tubing Into the knit and
pull the whole assemblage thraugh the
drawplate, until it is smooth and even.
MNow, shape the heavy 14-gauge

(2.0 mm) wire around a8 mandral or a
wooden table leg to the shape you want
the finished bracelst to have. When it's
the right shape, hammer it with a plastic
hammer to maka it harder, so it will
keep its shape inside the finished
bracelet. Now, work the wire into the
plastic tubing, which is coated with the
silver knit. This can be a little tricky, s0
work patienthy,

Cut off the startup bundie now.

Cut the plastic tubing, the knit, and the
thick wire so thay are all the same
length, pinch the ands a little until the
and caps will fit on nicaly, Mix 2-part
epoxy and glue an the end caps.
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CROWN SINNET BRAIDING

For this tachnique, you can use the
same kinds and weights of wire used for
reguiar brachng

You can braid 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 wiles
together into a sinnet

1. Measure wirgs in the given lengths,
twist them together to secure them,
and wrap them around a knitting nes-
dle, as shown

Secure thae knitting neadle and the wires
together in & vise. You will work up the
neadle. Spread the wires around the
neadle as shown

2. Starting with any wire, bring it in a
counterclockwise direction over 2 other
wares. Bend it down a little at a diagonal,
as close as possible to the knitting needie.

3. Now take the wire directly behind
the one you just moved and bring it over
the nexi two wireés (including the one
you just moved). Repaat this step until
you are finished

Finishing

Roll the sinnat in a piece of leather while
pressing down on the work surface (see
page 19 Keep the knitting needle inside
as you do this

o 27 b

If the sinnet still seems uneven, pound 1t
a little with a plastic hammer, still with-
out removing the knitting needle. You
may have trouble getting the knitting
neadle oul again, but wrapping a piece
of leather around the sinnet will halp you
get a better gnp

Meaasure the amount you need, then
cut off the startup twists first, measure
again, and cut off the ather and. Turn
the cut ends into the sinnet using small
round-nose pliers, so they won't snag or
scratch

Heavy sinnet bangle

8%

MATERIALS:

B’ (2.4 m} 22-gauge (D.E mm) copper
wira |3 pieces aach 327 (BO cm))

i0' 8" (3.2 m) 22-gauge (0.8 mm) 836
silver wire (4 pieces each 32" (B0 cmll

1 curved silver tube with 10 mm inside
diamatar

1 U.S. No 10.5 knitting needle

Photo: page 18

Braid around the needle as descnbad
on this page until the wire is used up or
the bangle is long anough. Finish the
mece

Check the length, remambering that the
widest part of your hand must be able
to pass through. (The finished bangle
doesn't open.) Glue on the tubing, tak-
ing care that the sinnet meets in the
middle of the tube. Stabilize the bangle
while the glue dries. When the glue is
completely dry, shape the bangle to its
final form
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Earrings and sinnet
pendant

8%

Two earrings

MATERIALS:

3 42" (1 m) 28-gauge (0.4 mmj
999 silver wire (Cut 4 pisces sach
8" (20 c¢ml leng and save the rest
for sewing |

2 silver jump rings, 1 mm

2 silver ear wires

Photo:. page 18

Pendant on leather cord

MATERIALS:

40'2" (1 m) 28-gauge (0.4 mm)
999 silver wire (Cut 4 pieces, each
8" (20 cm) long. Save remainder
for sewing.)

404" {1 m) leather cord

Photo: page 18

Twist the wira around & hatpin or other
fine long pin and secure the assem-
blage in a vise.

Braid as described on page 27

When the sinnet is finished, cut it in
two for sarrings, (keep |t whole for the
pandant] and twrn in the ands.

Put the ramaining wire through the sin-
net lengthwise and secure it by sewing
into one end. Nip off the wire at one and
and bend it into the sinnet so it doesn’t
scratch or snag. At the other and form a
litthe eye around a needle, as you did
when mounting cones without glus
{Sea page 12).

For the pandant, when shaping the eye,
remamber that the lscing must be sble
to pass through it loasely. Knot the
ends of the laces as shown onp. 12.
For the aarrings, mount the jump rings
in the two ayes. then the ear wires in
the jump rings.

Sinnet tie guard
%
MATERIALS:

4'2" 1.25 m) 2B-gauge (0.4 mmi
999 silver wire (pure silver)

Cut 5 piaces 10" (256 em).

20" (0.5 m) 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silver cones, 6 mm

g fine (U.S. No. 00} knitting needle

Photo: page 18

Tie guard hanger

Using round-nose pliers and the 20-
gauge wire, form the hanger following
the drawing below, Nip off the excess.
Lay the hanger inside a piece of leather
and pound it lightly with a plastic ham-
mer to make it stiffer

Braiding the sinnet

Piace the five wires, twisted together at
the bottom, around a fine knitting nee-
die, clamp in & vise and braid as shown
on page 27. Thread the rest of the 20-
gauge wire through lengthwise. Adjust
the length of the sinnet. Mount a cone
on each end following directions an p. 12

Tighten the sinnet so that it curves a lit-

tle, mount it an the hanger, and finally
shape it to perfection with your fingers.

o 28 8

Sinnet key ring

g

MATERIALS:

4 2° 11.25 m) colored copper wire
(5 pleces each 10" 25 cmi)

1 heavy leather lace

1 key nng

1 U.5. No. 4 knitting needle

Photo: page 18

Follow the genaral directions on p. 27
to brald the sinnet

Remaove the knitting needle and thread
the leather through the sinnet.

Mip off parts at either end that look
meassy. Use round-nose phers to turm all
ends into the sinnet, so thay don't snag
ot scratch.

Tie an overhand knot in ong énd of the
lace. Put the key ring on the lace and
tie a singla laather knol as shown on
page 12



Jewelry from Rings

MAKING AND JOINING RINGS

In Viking times, chains were made of
fings in simple 2-in-2 or 3-n-3 pattems
Viking chain mail is the model for today’s
flat chain mail jewelry, We don't know
axactly where all the other pattarns
come from, but we do know that they
coma from many different paople, who
each discovered a new paftam, athar
on puipose of by accidenl. Thay are all
axtramealy handsome!

It's easy to get started
You won't nead many tools, only

2 small flat-nose pliers without ridges

| helping needis—darning neadla or
the like

1 ptece of string or wire as a holder—
26-gauge (0.5 mm) copper wwe 5 fine

a lot of rings and some caiches or clasps
(Catches and Clasps are mounted
directly on the chains, without end
caps or glue.)

This is all you actually need to make
these wonderiul chains

Maost of the drawings show the rings in
two different colors. It will be easier to
follow the directions i, the first time you
make a pattarn, you use rings in two dil-
ferant metals

Jump fings can be purchased in a variety
of sizes in copper. brass, and silver. Be
aware, however, that thare s an impor-
fant relationship betwaen pattam, wire
gauge, and the intarnal diameter (ID) of
the rings. In other words, you can't use
the sama rings for everything

The degres of difficulty markad on the
pattams is figured, in part, according 1o
whetheér you make your own fings of
use purchased rings. Making your own
Hngs 1s a little more work and 15
descnbed later in this section, Also,
you'll find information on how 1o adapt
our pattarns to differant wire gauges
and nng Sizes

What wire to use?

925 or 935 silver wire, copper. brass,
and bronze wire in waights from 26 to
14-gauge (0.5 to 2 mm|. Heavier wire is
vary difficult to work with. The most
commaonly used is 20-gauga (1.0 mml
wire, Also, check the chart on page 58

Finishing

You can find information on fimshing
metal jewelry on page 6. You will want
to polish thesea ringed chains in a drum
tumbler, which smoothes out any
unevenness in assembling and sawing.

Assembling the rings

Learning to close and assemble the
rings properly s extremely important,
path (o prevent scrafches and to kesep
them from popping open again in use

1. Take hold of the nng between two
pliers. Gently pull the ends in the dirsc-
tion of the arrows. Open only as much
8% 18 nacassary and never pull the ends
apart horizontally

2. To close the ring again, bring the ends
toward the middle, just past closed, then
back, (so that the two ends meet with
some pressurel. Wiggle them back and
forth until the ring is complately and
naally closed.

Never pinch the ring across its diameter. This
will anly force it out of shape and make it oval.
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Key Numbers
& Inside Diameters

All chains have a redationship between
the pattern used, the gauge of the wire,
and the inside diameter (ID) of the rings.
The mandrel {the spindle around which
the rings are formed) determines the
inside diametar of the rings.

The relation between the gauge of the
wire and the (ID) inside diameter is
called the “key number”,

You won't need key numbers if you are
working with one of this book's many
pre-calculated patterns, However, by
using differant key numbers you can
create finer or more robust chains from
the same patterns. |1 you want to change
the wire gauge of a project, refer 1o the
chart on page 58.

Making your own rings

Manufactured rings are available in many

sizas, but why not laarn 1o saw your

OW MiNgs.

Tools

1 mandrel in the size that matches your

project (Mandrel = 1D). Metal knitting

neadlas make great mandrels. See

page 60 for Knitting Meadle Coversion

Chart.

hand drill; the “egg beater” variety

is best.

bench vise

1 saw==spaciglly designed for wark
with silver

Hacksaw blades for metal. Buy a few;
they break easily,

1 saw board

1 Cclamp

—

1. Secure the drill handle in the wse.
Insert one end of the wire you're using
luse about 20 inches) and the mandrel
together in the drill's chuck.

2. Very carefully turn the drill, which will
turn the mandral. Hold the wire taut
below the mandrel, so that a very tight
spiral of wire winds onto the mandrel
Be careful of your fingers toward the
and. The wire will try 1o whip back when
you let go.

There are advantages to winding the
spiral with 2 wires simultaneously—the
nngs will be open when thay're sawed
off. but winding evenly and tightly with
two is a little harder

+ 4 30 3

Sawing the spiral

3. Make a sawing board: In & board
about 8 Inches (20 em) long, 3" inches
{8 cm) wide and about ¥ inch (2 em)
thick, bore & couple of holes the spirals
will fit through. Cut a natch in from the
edge 10 each hole. Clamp the board to
a work surface with the C-clamp, with
the holas extending over the edoe of
the table.

%

N X

4. Place a blade in the saw. The 1eeth
should point in the direction shown in
the drawing. Secure the saw (in tha
vise, for examplel while you tighten the
blade. If it's set properly, the biade
should make a chnging sound when
plucked with a finger



5. Push the spiral up through the hole in
the sawing bioard until the end is level
with the board. Hold the saw so0 that you
can make evan, soft, completely vertical
strokes. Try not 1o slip and scratch the
matal. This will take some time, so focus
your attention and be patient

Twisted rings

Twisted rings look particularly attractive
when mixed with Smooth nngs
Howewver, avoid putting them alone near
the clasp, as they lack the strength of
smooth Nngs

Mount & hook in the drill chuck and
sacura the dnll in the vise as shown
Loop about 40 inches (1 m) of wire over
the hook. Turn the drill, while holding the
two ends of the wire lirm and straight
with flat-nose pliers. (This will be much
easier if you have someona help you.)
It's imparative that the wire ba held
guite taut while being twistad. Turn until
the wire snaps, which will happen near
the hook

Mow use the twisted wire to make a
spiral and saw the spiral into rings

CROSS-LINKED CHAIN

Key number: 3or 3.5

1. Join the rings in pairs, for example
20 rings joined 2 by 2

o?

2. Lay tham out on the work surface so
that the top ring of each pair is turned in
the same direction

ait B

(V.

3. Now link the pairs logether into a
chain using single rings of the same
size.
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Necklace with cross ﬂﬁ{ﬁﬂ;ﬁlf;

¥ 4 mm (D
i'ﬂ'ﬁ o 1 clasp
-

1 pendant (This is & replica of 8 cross

Photo, page 33
1 B-gauge (1.2 mm) wire,
Assemble the chain according to the
diractions for a Cross-linked Chain on
the precading page

frarm around 1000 AD from the

FINISHED LENGTH: 162" (42 cm)
excluding clasp

Mational Museum in Copenhagen),
with a jump ring, which will be hung

directly from the clasp.

3-IN-3 CHAIN

Key number: &

This chain—minus the twisted center
nngs—is modeled after one from 1500
A.D. made of brass wire and hanging in
Mational Mussum in {:unenhagan

1. Naatly close 1 twisted and 2 smooth
nnos.

2. String these on string or wire haolder
with the twisted ring in the center

3. Into thase rings, st the next 3 nings,
ongce more with a twisted rng in the
center, and canlinue

Cross-inked neck chain with cross p. 32

Single fiower chain bracelet p. 34

Hoop earnings wirh double flowers p. 358

Brass double flower chain necklace p. 35

Bracalet with elephant clasp—3-n-3 chain p. 34

Copper double flower dangle earrings p. 35

Copper neck chain with double flawers p. 35
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Bracelet with
elephant clasp

FINISHED LENGTH: 6%" (17 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

11 g silver rings made of 22-gaugs
0.8 mm) wire, 3.5 mm ID

3 g silvar twisted rings made of
26-gauge 0.5 mm) wire, 2 mm D

1 elephant clasp, which will be mounted
directly on 3 rings.

Photo: page 33

Assembie according to the basic 3-in<3
chain pattemn an page 32

SINGLE FLOWER CHAIN

Key number; 3.5

The flower
1. Open one ring slightly and put a
closed ning into it.

2. Place them on your work surface,

as close together as possible. Put one
maore fing through both of these rings.
Whan the 3 assembled rings are pushed
together on the table, they look a little
like a 3-petaled flower,

3. Make about 10 of these flowers.

Assembling the flower chain
QOpen a couple more rings. Place the
flowers on the work surface so the rings
face the same way and join the rings
with a single ring the same size

Single flower chain
bracelet

FINISHED LENGTH: 6'2" (16 cm)
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

16 g silver jump rings of 18-gauge
11.2 mm} wire, 4 mm |D

1 heart clasp
Photo: page 33

Assemble following the basic pattern
above

Doritafy



DOUBLE FLOWER CHAIN

Key number: 5

Use the same procedure as the single
flower chain, but when making the
flowers, use 2 nngs avery time you
used 1 in the single chain. The flowers
are still inked by single rings, however,

Brass necklace

888

FINISHED LENGTH: 162" (42 cm)
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

35 g brass rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire witha 5§ mm ID

1 brass clasp, 13 mm

Photo: page 33

Assemble the chain following the double
flower chain pattern described above

Hoop earrings

2%

MATERIALS:

| pair silver hoop earrings about 27 mm
in diameter

14 brass rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mmj
wire, 5 mm ID

Assemble 2 double flowers
String 1 ning through each flower and
suspend the flower from the eaming.

Copper necklace

&8

FINISHED LENGTH: 18" (45 cm)
axcluding clasp

MATERIALS:

35 g rings in 20-gauge (1.0 mm} wire,
EmmID

1 copper clasp, 13 mm

Fhoto: page 33

Assemble 11 double flowers and lay
them on the work surface, ready to use

1. Set plain rings together 2-in-2 nine-
teen times (38 ringsl and put a double
flower on the last 2 nngs

2. After the tlower, 7 times (14 rings)
2-in-2, then the next flower. Repeat this
siep two morg tmas

3. After the last Hower of step 2, link
3 times {6 ringsl 2-in-2, then a flower.
Repeat this step two mora timeas

4. The middla af the chain is batween
the last 2 flowars, Hang a pendant hare
of 5 timas 2-in-2 nings with a double
flower at the bottom

+ 4 35 & +

5. Reverse direction, repeating Step 2.
then Step 1. Mount the clasp on the
last 2 rings

Copper dangle
earrings

8%

MATERIALS:

2 silvar @ar wires

28 copper nngs of 20-gauge (1.0 mm
wirg with 5 mm 1D

Photo. page 33

Assambie 2 double fiowers
To each flower, attach four 2-in-2 rings
Mount the eaar wires in the last 2 rings.
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FLAT CHAIN MAIL

Key number: 3.5

This linkage pattern is the same as that
used far genuine chain mail armar. Look
for it the next time you visit 8 museum
with medieval exhibits.

Lay the chain out flat an & work surface
while assembling it 50 you can ses that
all the rings face the right way.

1. Jon 2 red + 1 blue + 2 red + 1 bile
+ 2 redl. Spread this out on the work sur-
face as shown

2. Link 1 blue through sach of the lower
pairs of red rings. Lay the woark out on
the work surface.

3. Link the 2 lowear blues with one red
in the center, and 1 red through each
blue on the sides.

4, Repeat steps 2 and 3.

Silver necklace
with pendant

8%

FINISHED LENGTH: 16" (40 cmi
excluding clasp and pendant

MATERIALS:

68 g silver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wirg, 3.5 mm |D

1 purchased opal pendari

1 clasp, 9 mm

Photo: page 29

Assembile according to the basic patterm
at left. Marrow each end of the necklace
o @ single jump ring. Attach the opal
pendant to one of the single rings. On
the other single ring, attach the clasp.
You can now “lock” your neckiace.

Heavy silver bracelet

28%

FINISHED LENGTH: 64" (17 emi
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

100 g silver nings of 14:gauge (2.0 mm)
wirg, 7 mm 1D

1 silver ring clasp, 20 mm

Photo: page 39

Assemble according to the basic pat-
tern, ending with 2 rings, and then a
single ring, 5o there 15 & single fng to
link ta the clasp

-r

i
&
-i«

Silver earrings

B8%

FIMISHED LENGTH: 19:" (4 cm)

MATERIALS:

9 ¢ silver rings of 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
wire, 2.8 mm 1D,

2 silver ear studs

Fhoto: page 39

Assemble accarding ta the basic pattern
at left.

Start in the middle (of the sidel and
build one side &t a time
Join1+241424+142+1+2+
+2 4 +2+l—2-1+2+1rings.,
laying the chain out as you work. Be
sure everything's panting the rnight way:.
With the chain laid out correctly on the
table, work along one adge: whare two
rings lie over each other, connect them
with another ring, matching the direc-
tion to the ring beside it in the same
row. Each edge ring will gat 2 new rings
cannacting it to the ring above and the
ring below. Continua 1o do this along
one side, going back and forth, with one
less ring in @ach row, until you reach a
pointywith anly 1 ring.

Repeat this on the other side, then set
a single ring and the sar stud in the
point on a lengthwise end.
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ROUND CHAIN MAIL

Key numbear: 3.5

1. Connect 2 red rings to 1 blue 1o 2
red to 1 blue 10 2 red nngs. and connect
the 2 sides with 1 blue ring. All the
rings of the sama color will lie in tha
samea direction

2. Lay them out on your work surface
Thraad a piece of wire loosely through
the top 3 fed nngs. Hold anto the wire
and tum upside down

3. Mow gathar the (new) top set of 3
red rings from inside the blue nngs and
ink them with 3 blue nngs where they
meat

4., Gathar the blue rings from outside
the red rings and link them with red
rings whera they meat

Repeat steps 3 and 4 10 make the chan

Mew rings are always inserted into the
nngs most recently addad

Silver bracelet

28%

FINISHED LENGTH: 72"
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

41 g nngs of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire
and 3.5 mm 1D

1 ring clasp, 16 mm

2 jump rngs in 16-gauge (1.5 mmi] wire
5 mm ID

Photo: page 39

{18 cmi)

Assamble according 1o the basic pattern
Join the last 3 nngs at each end 10 2
rings and then 1o the heaavier nng, 1o
which the clasp is attached

Doritafy




OPEN ROUND CHAIN MAIL

Key number; 4

- o T P
Ii- <L) & L 2!- Lay thar ﬂ}'ﬁ on -
o2 & i and thraad a sthng of w il

v
3 nngs hanging farthes:
nk them 2 by 2. where they

that all tha thnougn the uppe

thé same way
3 red MAgS

Repeat stép 3 continuously
Always link the nngs most recently
added

——— Round chain maril siiver bracefet p. 37

Open round chain mai bracelet p. 40

Silver flat chain mail neckiace with pendant p. 36

Siver flat chain mad earmngs p. 36

R VR e e TR MR T e
Long Llueen s CNas GxXTeg Suver p. «

Haavy fiar chain mail bracelal in silver p. 36

Silver, open round cham mail chp-back earmngs p. 40

Queen’s chain silver bracelet p, 41

—  Segmented Queen’s chain bracelet in oxidized silver p. 41
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Silver bracelet

g

FINISHED LENGTH: 772" {18 crm)
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

22 g silver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire with 4 mm 1D

1 clasp

Photo: page 39

Assemble sccording 10 the basic pattern
on page 38

Join the final rings of the pattern with 2
rings, then with 1, and attach the clasp
to that.

Silver clip-back
earrings

5588

MATERIALS:

2 purchased silver hoop earrings
idesigned for pierced ears. They will
be hidden inside the ring.)

2 purchased silver chpback eamings
with room for the chain in the decora-
tive portion.)

20 g rings of 22-gauge (0.8 mm) wire
with 3 mm inside diameter

Phota: page 39

Assambile following basic pattern on
page 38

Assemble a chain long enough to cover
the hoop earmng. Open the hoop earring
antd wark the chain anta it. Close the
garring and work the chaln a lintle,

If the chain doesn't reach, add maore
links until it does. Connect the chain
togather &t the end so that the pattem
matches all the way around.

Make anather.



QUEEN'S CHAIN

Key numbar: 4

1. Close two red rings and thread a
wire or string through them

Attach 2 blua, then 2 red to these
a5 shown

2. Turn the two last rad rings backward
and out of the way, Part the two blue

rings and insert 2 blue rings in batwesn
them

3. In the 2 blue rings. put 2 red nngs.
Repeat steps 2 and 3

You will always ba placing rings in the
most recently added rings.

NOTE: This particular chain has a ten-
dancy fo twist. t's helpful to lay it on
your work surface and flatten with
your fingers, as neadad.

Silver bracelet

8%

FINISHED LENGTH: 72" (18 cmi)

MATERIALS:

26 g rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire,
4mm D

! clasp, 13 mm, set directly on the
final rings

Photo: page 39

Assemble following the pattern at lefi

Long chain in
oxidized silver

%

FINISHED LENGTH: 23" (58 cmi
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

55 g silver nings in 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
wirg, 3.5 mm ID

1 ring in 14-gauge (2.0 mm) wire,
7mm ID

Phoio: page 39

Assemble according to the basic pattem
at left

Try not to be too rough on the rings.
Attach the twao ends of the finished
chain together with the heavier ring.
Finally, oxidize the chain (see page 6

bk A1

Segmented bracelet in
oxidized silver

Key number 3.75
(NOTE: This is not the original key
number and can only be used when

the chain is divided into segments,
as here.)

FINISHED LENGTH: 7'%" (18 em|
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

35 a silver .-ings of 1E-gauga (1.2 mmi
wire with 4.5 mm ID

20 twisted rings made from 3' 4'4"
1 mi of 24-gauge (0.6 mm) wire
twisted, then wound onto a 4.5 mm
mandrel (see pagas 30-31)

1 silvar clasp, 11 mm

Photo: page 39

A segment |8 compnsed of 14 nngs
assembled according to the basic pattern

Assemble 10 sagments

Connect the segments with 2 twisted
and 1 smoath rings. End with a twisted
and a smooth in each end

Mount tha clasp on ona of the smooth
rngs

Oxidize the bracelet (see page 6)
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CRISS-CROSS CHAIN

Keyv number: 4

1. Close 1 red ring and place iton a
giring or wire. In this ring, place & blue
ring and anothar red ring through beth,
at nght angles 1o both

2. 581 a blue ring through the cross and
through the first red ring—that is to say,
through all 3 rings.

MATERIALS:

17 g siver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mml
wire, 4 mm 1D

2 rings of 18-gauge (1.2 mm] wirs,
4 mm D to support the clasp

1 silver ball clasp

Phota: page 43

Assambie accarding 1o the basic pattern
at ieft

3. Lay the chain flat and tum it a half

turn in toward yourself so the last 2

rings appear cross and the first blue ring HECIV}I" silver bracelet

pops up. Set the next ring through these

last three rings ‘% :E %
v v v

Repeat step 3.
FINISHED LENGTH: 774" (19 cmil

z exciuding clasp
Silver bracelet with MATERIALS:
72 g rings of 14-gauge (2.0 rmm) wire,
ball clasp Ll
‘ﬁ ‘ i 1 silver ring clasp, 20 mm
"-.'ﬂvr % ‘% Photo: page 43
R Assamble according 1o the basic patterm
FITL&#’EﬁLEﬁgﬁH- Sl s The clasp fastens 1o the last ring on
ol i each end.

Silver Jens Pind braceler p, 48
Heawy silver criss-cross bracelet p. 42

Silver criss-cross braceler with ball clasp p. 42

Silver Jens Pind dangle earrings p. 48

Silver rope chain bracalet p, 44

Lang rope chain neckiace in coppar and siver p. 44

Conper double rope chain bracelet p, 45

Silver and copper cross chain necklace p. 47
Sitver and copper cross chain bracelet p. 47
Silvar and copper cross chain earnings g. 47
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ROPE CHAIN

Key numbaer; 4

To maintain its twist, single rope chain
must be re-twisted every time you wear
it, or assambled without aclasp in a
closed circle

1. Close | red ring and place & string of
wire in it

Place a blue ring in it. Lay them flat on
your fingar overlapping, so that there is
a space between them (as shown). Put
a red ring in that space.

2. Hold onto the string and turn the top
ring so that a handsome, flat pattem
emerges

Set 1 blue ring in the [ast two rings
Continue 1o put 1 ring in the last two
rings, fotating the chain as you work 1o
maintain the pattern

Assembling the chain

with no clasp

Rotate (twist) the chain so that tha
pattarn shows throughout the length,
lay the ands almost butted up to each
other

Open 1 ring in each end and connect
them in a continuation of the pattemn.

o 44 B+

Silver bracelet

88

FINISHED LENGTH: 64" (17 cm)
axcluding clasp

MATERIALS:

12 g silver rings. 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wirg, 4 mm D

1 silver clasp, 11 mm, to be mounted
directly on tha chain

Photo: page 43

Assemble accordingly.

Long necklace in
copper and silver

%

FINISHED LENGTH: 23'4" (G0 cm) joined
without clasp

MATERIALS:

21 g silver rings and 21 g copper rings.
both 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire and
4 mm D

Photo: page 43

Start with 7 silver rings assembled
according to tha basic pattarn on this
page. Alternate 7 silver and 7 copper
rings until you reach the desired length.

When jomning the two ends, take care

that the color and the pattern match
perfectly
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DOUBLE ROPE CHAIN

Key number: 5

This rope chamn holds its twist guite weall
without constant re=twisting

Follow tha ditections for the basic rope
chain (page 44), but use 2 nngs instead

Q‘ Tm aach nk

Copper bracelet

FINISHED LENGTH: 7'%" (18 el
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

20 g copper rings, 20-gauge (1.0 mm)|
wira, 5 mm 1D

1 clasp, 13 mm
Photo: page 43

Assemble this according to the basic
pattern for Double Rope chan

Doritafy



CROSS CHAIN

Key number: 3.5

1. Close 2 red rings and put them on
& wire or piece of string.

Jaoin on 2 blue rings, and in thess,

2 red rings.

2. Tumn the last 2 red rings back, and
divide the 2 blue rings. Set 2 blue nngs
on the turned back red rings and spread
them apart

3. Set 2 red tings in each of the last
blue nings and 1 blue in each red pair.

4. Open a blue ring. Pivot the last 2
blug rings back on the red rings
Separate each pair of red rings and, lay-
ing the open blus ring flat betweaen
them, catch the inside of each of the 2
blue rings. This is the center of the
cross figura

5. Pinch the gross in the middle to
make sura the rings are aligned. Put a
blue ring in each side through the top 2
red rings, then 2 red rings wogather
through these and 2 blue through the
rect. Fold these (bluel back, open the lat-
est 2 reds and set 2 red rings through
the blug, as shown.

One cross figure consists of 23 rings
MNOTE: Cross chain is so named

because it forms a cross in each
segment,

Doritafy



Silver and copper
necklace

5888

FINISHED LENGTH: 16"4" (42 cn)
excludmg clasp

MATERIALS:

26 g copper rings in 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire, 4 mm ID

12 g silvar rings, 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire, 4 mm ID

| copper clasp, 13 mm

2 copper rings, 18-gauge (1.2 mm) wire,
4 mm 1D, for mounting the clasp

Photo! page 43

Assemble according 10 the basic pattern
on the facing page

1. Make one copper cross and link it 1o
& 2-in-2 chain, 9 links long, Lise altermat-
g peirs of copper and silver rings. Keep
all the copper nngs on the same side.

Repeat step 1 three times

2. Now you've reached the center of
the chain at B'4 inches (20.5 cm). Maks
another chain lika it,

3. Lay the 2 chains next 1o each other
and determine that they are the same
length

4, Make another cross, this time in sil-
ver, and join it to the 2 chains with 2
rings on each side at the top of cross

5. Set the heavier copper rings in each
end of the chain and mount the clasp
o ONe.

Silver and copper
bracelet

58589

FINISHED LENGTH: 72" (18 el
exciuding clasp

MATERIALS:

12 g copper rings and 12 g silver rings,
both of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire and
35mmiD

1 copper clasp, 13 mrm

2 coppar nings, 1B-pauge (1.2 mm) wira,
4 mm ID 1o mount the clasp

Photo; page 43

Assemble according to tha basic pattemn
on facing page

The bracelet consists of alternating cop-
per and silver crosses—10 in all. VWhen
changing metals, use the last 2 rings of
the existing cross as the first 2 rings in
the new cross. End the chain with a
heavy ring at both ends. Set the clasp in
one of thase.

oo 47 B %

Silver and copper
earrings

88588

MATERIALS:

2 silver ear wires

7 g silver rings and 2 g copper rings,
20-gauge (1.0 mm} wire, 3.6 mm ID

Photo: page 43

Assemble according 1o the basic pattern
en the facing page.

Make 1 cross in silver. Continue with
2-in-2 chain with 1 copper and 1 silver
ring in each link, in all B links. Mount
the ear wire in the last one

The other earming is identical



JENS PIND’S LINKAGE

Key number: 3

1. Close 1 red ring and thread a string
ar wire through it

Set | blue ring in the first link, then 1
rad through both, turming the last one
Crossywise

2. In the crossing thai appears with the
ast 2 nngs, seta blue nng. Lay the
chain fiat

P

3. Aotate the chain a half turn and set a
red ring inside the last 2 rings

[

Repaat step 3

Dangle earrings

288

FINISHED LENGTH: 2" 5 em)

MATERIALS:

2 ciosed silver ear wires

14 g rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire, 3
mm 1D

Photo! page 43

save 2 rings at the end

Assamble two chains 2 inches (b cm)
iong and two chains 1%k inches (@ cm)
long in the basic pattermn

Join one chain of 158 inch (4 cm) and
aneé 2 mch (5 em) chain with one of the
remaining rings and mount it-on the ear
wire. Do the same with the remaining
twio chaimns

Silver bracelet

888

FINISHED LENGTH: 7" (1B cmi
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

57 g rings of 14-gauge (2.0 mm) wire,
& mm D

1 silver watch chain fastener, 26 mm

Photo. page 43

401N MNGS N the Dasic pattem until you
reach the correct length. Mount the fas-
tener directly on the last rings

Doritafy



SNAKE CHAIN

Key number: 5

This chain is very difficult to start, but
easy once it gets going. Particularly for
this pattern, it's a good idea to start out
with two different metals until you gat
the fesl of it

Until the first 12 rings are on the chain,
use your left thumb and index finger 1o
hold onto the rings. Close the rings with
your left thumb and index finger and the
halp of pliers hald in your right hand

left index
finger

1. Open 6 blue and B red rings so
they're ready o use

Close 1 red ring and thread it onto @
String or & wire

Set a blue ring through it

Set a red ring into the first two. Close
this ring. Turn it crosswise 10 the two
first nings. If you drop them, you will
have to star over

Fight side
of snake

2. Set 1 blue ring into the nght from the
backside into the 2 red rings (but not in
the blue, which lies batween). Hold on
tight! Close the blue ring. Flip it in over
the rings so the chain looks “flat”. Keep
holding on and turn the chain completely
over

b 49 & #

left side
of snake

3. From the back on the left side, set 1
red ring in the top biue rings {but not in
the red one that hes batween them), Flip
it in over the rings so the chain looks
fiat. Keep a good hold on everything and
tum the chain over again

Repeat steps 2 and 3

Tip: Always put new rings in ring num-
bers 1 and 3 from thae right, and always
in the opposite color,

The snake chain pattern davelops very
clearly when tha chain is laid flat. When
12 nngs are in place, stop and tidy up
the ring closures with pliars.
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Silver necklace with
heart clasp

5588

FIMISHED LEMGTH: 167" 142 cm)
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

42 g silver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire, 5 mm 1D

| large, silver heart clasp

2 silver rings of 1B-gauge (1.2 mm) wirs,
4 mm |0, 1o attach the clasp

Photo: page 51

Aszemble following thie basic pattern for
Snake Chain on page 45,

Silver bracelet with
heart clasp

5558

FINISHED LENGTH: 7 "

excluding clasg

(18-cm)

MATERIALS:

40 g silver nings. 16-gauge (1.5 mm|
wirg with 7.5 mm ID

1 large silver heart clasp attached by
1 'i"-E-' on each &nd

Photo: page 51

Assgmble sccording to the basic pattem
for Snake Chain on page 43,

Silver and copper
bracelet

5585

FIMISHED LENGTH: 62" (17 cm
sxcluding clesp

MATERIALS:

9 g coppef rings and 9 g silver rings,
both af 20-gauge (1.0 mml wire
with 5 mm D

1 silver heart clasp

2 silver nngs of 18-gauge (1.2 mml wirg
4 mm D 1o attach the clasp

Photo; page bl

Assemble according 1o the basic pattern
for Snake Chain on preceding page.

The pattern appears when you use 1
silver ring placed in 2 copper rings, and
| coppar ring placed in 2 silver nngs.

Heavy silver bracelet

5558

FINISHED LENGTH: 7247 (19 cmi
excluding clasp

MATERIALS:

73 g rings of 14-gauge (2.0'mm)| wire
with 10 mm 1D

1 oval nng clasp, which will be attached
1o the last ring on gach end of the
chain

Fhoto: page 51

Assemble following the basic pattern far
Snake Chain on preceding peoe.

Silver snake naecklace with heart -:I'.:I':U.? p. 50
Heaw silvar srake braceiat p. 50

Silvar snake bracelet with heart clasp p. 50
Silver and copper snake bracelet p. 50

Oxidizad foxtal neckliace with siver beads p. 53

Foxtail earrings with silver beads p, 53

Fira foxtail neckiace with silver beads p. 53

Foxtail necklace with bead clesp p, 52
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FOXTAIL

Key number: 5 or 5.2

Faor this pattern, you'll need the help of a
needle.

1. Close 2 red rings and put them on a
string or wire holder, set in the 2 red
rings, 2 blue rings and in thie blug; 2 red,
2-in-2. Open 2 blue rings.

2. Keeping & firm hold on the first red
rings, pull both the blue and rad rings t©
the left, sliding the second red rings to
the outside of the first.

3. MNow shide the needle into the haole
under one red ring, making it stand
upright. Then separate the 2 blue nings,
slip the neadle under the 2 first red rings
(with the blue rings still separated), and
then under the |ast red ring. which is
also upright

Leave the needle in place whilg you
insert one blue ring, as shown above

Remove the needle. and place another
blue ring in the same place.

ok

n

%]
:

4. Put 2 red rings in the last blue rings on
the outside of the second set of red rings.

Repeat steps 3 and 4

Necklace with bead
clasp

FIMISHED LENGTH: 17" (43 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

62 g rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire,
52 mm D

1 silver bead clasp

Photo: page 51

Aszamble the chain following the basic
pattern on this page
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Oxidized necklace
with silver beads

885

FINISHED LENGTH: 174" (45 cm|
excluding findings

MATERIALS;

53 g silver rings in 20-gauge (1.0 mm]|
wirg with 5 mm 1D

G oval 10 mm corrugated silver beads

794" 118 cm) 20-gatige (1.0 mm)
silver wire

2 silvar rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire,

3.5 mm ID for mounting clasp
1 aval matte silver bead clasp, 3 mm
Photo: page 51

With the rings, assemble 7 segments.
each 2 inches 15 cmi lang, following the
basic Foxtail pattarn on the facing page.
Cut the 7% inch {18 cm) silver wire into
1%-Inch (3 cmi pieces,

Fut each bead on & piece of wire and
use round-nose phers to form an eye on
gach end. The Foxtaill segments will be
mounted on these

Jain the 7 segments with beads. End
with a single ring in each end of the
chain. Mount the bead clasp and when
fimshed, oxidize the nacklace (see
page 6]

Fine necklace with
silver beads

288

FINISHED LENGTH: 162" (41 cml
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

30 g stiver rings of 22-gauge (0.8 mm)|
wire, 4 mm D

1 silver hall clasp

B8 corrugated silver beads, 7 mm

9% (24 cm) 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
silver wire

2 nngs in 20-gauge (1.0 mm) wire,
35mm D

Fhoto: page 51

Assemble 9 segments, each 1'% inch (3
cml long, fellowing the basic pattern for
Foxtail on facing page.

Cut the silver wire into 1-inch (2.5 cm)
pieces.

String these pleces through the beads
and make a little eye at each end (sea
drawing to left),

Assemble beads and Foxtall segments.

Maunt the clasp with 1 ring an each side.

4

+ 4 53 &

Earrings with silver
beads

888

MATERIALS:

15 g silver rings in 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
wire with 4 mm 1D

2 corrugated siver beads, 7 mm

29" {6 cm) 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
silvar wire

2 silver gar wires

Photo: page 51

Assemble a 2% inch (7 cmi chain follow-
ing the basic Foxtall pattern an the fac-
ing page.

Cut wire in half, and mount 1 bead on
each wirg, bending the wirg into eyes at
gach end. Mount the chain on one eye
and the ear wire on the ather.

Make another.
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BYZANTINE CHAIN

Key number: 3.5

In Byzanting chain, you always build on
the last 2 nngs inserted

Y. Close 2 red nngs and put them on 3
wire or sting holder

2. Put 2 blue in the 2 first red rings and
then 2 rad in the blua, 2-in-2

3. Flip the last 2 red rings back so they
i@ aganst the first red rnings

Separate the blue rings

Push the flippad red rings forward and

sel 2 blue nngs in the red nngs between

the blug

4. Put 2 red rings on the blue rings, then
2 blue on those. Flip the 2 blue backward
and up, then dwide the red, and push the
2 blue forward a little

5. Put 2 red rings between the parted
red rings and into the flipped back blus
rings. The first segment is fimshed

If the chamn is 1o be a single piece
repeal steps 2 through §

Silver necklace

FINISHED LENGTH: 16'2" (42 cm)
axcluding findings

MATERIALS:

46 g silver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)
wire with 3.5 mm 1D

1 siver glasp, 11 mm
Photo: page 57

Assemble accordingly

Necklace with clasp

888

FINISHED LENGTH: 15" 338 cmi
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

30 g siver rings of 22-gauge (0.8 mm)
wire with 3 mm ID

I silver haarn clasp

Photo: page 57

Assamble according 1o the basic pattern
for Byzanting chain on this page
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Silver roll-on chain
bracelet

8%

FINISHED LENGTH: 575" (21 cmil
MATERIALS:

35 g silver rings of 16-gauge (1.5 mmi
wire, 5 mm ID

7 silver rings (7 gl in 1d-gauge (2.0 mmi
wirg, 7 mm 1D
Photo: page 54

Assamble the small nngs into 6 seg-
ments of Byzantine chaln following the
basic pattarn on paga 54,

Use the large nings to join the segmenis.

Silver pendant on
leather cord

$&

MATERIALS:

18 sliver rings labout 3 gl of 18-gauge
11.2 mmb wire with 4 mm 1D

31%" (80 cm) 2 mm black leather cord

Photo: page §7

Assemble following the basic Byzantina
chain pattern on page 54

Make 1 segment of 14 rings and set the
last fing in one end. Thread the leather
through this ring and tie shiding knots
{see page 12).

Silver brooch and tie
guard

888

MATERIALS:

7 g silver rings of 20-gauge (1.0 mmj
wire, 3.5 mm ID

Brooch: 1 silvered stickpin, with
hook 180 mm

Tie guard: about 6'4" (16 cm)
20-gauge (1.0 mm) silver wire

Photo! page &7

The chain:

Assemble according 1o the Byzanting
chain directions on page 54,

Make 4 segments

Join the segments with 1 ring batween.
Place a single ring in each end of the

finished chain to attach to the pn or hie
guard

=

d
. —

Make the pin with round-nose
pliers

1. Tum the hook at the head of the pin
up a1 a nght angle with the pliers and
miake a little eye around the tip of the
pliers

2. Measure 2% inches (7 em) from the

point and bend the pin around the plers.,

s0 that the pin looks like a V., with one
side 2% inches (7 cm) long

* % Q90 B

3. Keep banding the side with the head
until it forms a spring eye and touches
the other leg.

Tie guard hanger
Form the hanger with round-nose pliers
as described on page 28

Oxidized bracelet
with twisted rings

888

FINISHED LENGTH: 674" (17 cm)
excluding findings

MATERIALS:;

25 g silver rings of 18-gauge (1.2 mm|
wira, 4 mm ID

24 twisted rings made from 3" 4’2"
1 mi of 24-gauge 0.6 mm) wire on
& 4 mm mandre! see pages 30-31)

1 clasp

Photo: page 57

Assemble according to the basic pattemn
for Byzantine chain on preceding page.

1. Close 2 smooth rings and set 2
smoath rings into them, 2-in-2.

2. Set Into these 1 smooth and 1 twist-
ed ring.

3. Flip the last 2 rings and set in them 1
smooth and 1 twisted ring.

4. Into this set 1 smooth and 1 twisted
ring.

5. Set 2 smooth rings into this. Flip
them and finish with 2 smooth rings (fol-
lowing the basic pattern all the way}
Keep the twisted rings on the same side
throughout

&. Assemble 8 segments like this, con-
nect them with smooth rings, and end
with & smooth ring in eagh end. Mount
the clasp on one and
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Tapered silver
necklace

8%

FINISHED LENGTH: 11" {28 crml
excluding findings

MATERIALS:

1 silvar ring clasp, 20 mm

A: 234 silver rings (24 gl of 20-gauge
(1.0 mim) wire, 3.6 mm 1D

B: 38 rings {9 o of 18:gauge (1.2 mm)
wire, 4 mm 1D

C: 28 rings (8 g} of 16-gauge 1.5 mm|
wire, 5 mm ID

D: 10 rings (10 gl in 14-gauge (2.0 mm)
wire, 7 mim L

Photo: page 57

Assembla according 1o the basic
Byzantine chain pattern on page 54

Assamble 14 segments with A rings

Link them together with B rings into 2
chains, each 7 segments long, and end
with-a B ring

Following the basic pattern, build from
this B nng to make the center sechion,
using, in this order

14 A nings
12 B rings
12 C nings
10 D rings
12 C nngs
12 B rings
14 A rings

Set a B ring in the last link and join it to
the second 7-segment section

End the chain with a C ring at each end
and insert the ring clasp in thesea

Tapered dangle
earrings

MATERIALS:

2 gilver ear wires

A: 26 rings (4 g) of 20-gauge (1.0 mm)|
wire, 3.5 mm 1D

B: 28 rings (6 gl of 18-gauge (1.2 mmy)
wire, 4 mm 1D

Fhoto: page 57

Assemble according to the basic
Byzantine chain pattern on page 54.

Assemble a segment of B rings, then
continue with 12 A rings and end with 1

A ring. Set the ear wire in the tast A ring

ake anather just like it

Tapered Byzanting siver necklace p. 56
Silvar Byzantine pandant on leathar cord p. 55

Silver Byzanting necklace p, 54
Tapered Byzanting dangle earmings p. 56
Lilvar rall-on Bracelat in Byzantine chain p. 55

Oxidized Byzanting bracefet with twisiad rings p. 55
Silver Byzanting brooch p. 55
Silvey Byzantine chain neckface with heart clasp p. 54

- Silviar Byzanting tie guard p. 55
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INSIDE DIAMETERS (ID)

The key number times the WIRE
metric gauge of the wire KEY 24-gouge 22-gauge 20-gouge 18-gouge lé-gauge 14-gouge
vields the mandral size NUMBER | 0.6 mm 0.8 mm 1.0 mm 1.2 mm 1.5 mm 2.0 mm
{rounded off in the chart)

30 20 25 3.0 as 4.5 &.0

35 20 3.0 3.5 40 50 7.0

40 unuitable 3.0 4.0 50 &0 8.0

5.0 unuitable 4.0 5.0 &.0 7.5 100

52 usulloble 4.5 5.2/5.5 6.5 80 10,8
Knitting Needle U.S. SIZE ‘ 0 ‘ 43 ‘ 3 | 4|s5|a|l7]|8 | 9 ‘ m[m.s‘
Metric Conversions METRIC SIZE (mm) | 2 |225|25| 3 |35|375| 4 |425| 5 |55| &6 | 7

Mandgral holding Viking knit proyect
Mir-vise

Drawplate

Fila

Nippers (nght) and

roung-nose phers (ert)

Copper wirg
Vernier gauge (for measuringl

Hang grill
Siver wire

Mangdral with spiral of copper wire

Flat-nose pliers &-companent epaxy giie

Plastic hammer

Jig for knitting on 3 nails,
with knithing

Jeweler's saw

# & 58 Doritafy






Numbears in {) indicate pictures

Assembhing nings 29
Braiding 21 (18]
Brags wire B
Brooch 55
Byzantine chain 54 (57)
Chain mall chains 36, 37, 38,
(29
Changing wirgs
—\iking knit 9
=Knit on 3 nails 25
Cones, mounting without
glue 12
Copper polish 6
Copper wire, colored B
Copper wirg, gauges 6
Criss-cross chaim 42 (43
Crochet hook, using in
knitting 24
Crooked stitches (Viking
knitting] 9
Crass chain 46 (43}
Cross-linked chain 31 (33}
Degree of difficulty key &
Drawirig 10, 25
Drawplate, making 7
Drum tumbler
=palishing 6

Double
~flower ghain 35,
~Criss-Cross 42 (43)
—rope chaing 45 (431
-spirals for making jump
rings 20
=\iking kit 9
End caps, gluing 13
End coils 14
Epoxy, 13
Evaning out, knit 19
Finishing knitting 10
Flat chain rmail 26 (39)
Flower chain 34, 35
Foxtail chain 52 (51)
German silver wire &
1D linside diarmeter) 30
Jens Find's linkage 48 (43)
Jig for knitting on 3 nails 24, 53
Jaoining new wire, Viking knit 8
—Knit on 3 nails 25
way numbers 30, 60
Knil
-softening 10
-on 3 naifs 24 (23}
Knitting needles, as mandrals
27.30
Leathar cord slipknot 12
Liver of sulphur 6,

INDEX

Mandrel 7, 30
Materials, suppliers 58
Mounting
—cones without glue 12
—end caps with glue 13, 38
39
MNeedle, using in chain making 52
Mew wire, starting, joining 9. 25
Micke! silver wire B
Mumbers, key 30, 60
Dpen Viking knit, twisted 18
Dxidizing B
Polish, silver &
Palishing, drum tumbler &
Pumice, pulvenzed &,
Quean’s Chain 42 (39]
Rings 29
—-assambiing 29
=making your own 30
-agpening and closing 29
-twisted, making your own 30
Rope chains 44, 45 [43)
Round cham mail 37 (39
—apen round chain mail
S-catch, how 1o make 28
Sawing nings from spiral 30
Silver-plated wire 6
Silver beads with eyes 53
Silver cleanar 6

A NOTE ABOUT SUPPLIERS

Silver wire 5
~grades of, 5, 6

Single
~flowear chan 34 (33)

—fope chain 44 (43)
=Viking knit 9, 19111)

Snake chain 49 {51)

Spirals for making rings 30

Starting
-Viking knit 8
~knitting on 3 nals 24

Stick pin, making into pinback &5

Thrae-in-three chain 32 (33)

Threa nails, knitting on 24 [23)

Tie guard wire 28

Tools 7, 29 (59

Tumbler polishing &

Twisted rings. making 31

Twisted open Viking krit 19

Twisting knitting (Viking] 19
-around a knitting naadle 27
(18]

Viking knitting 8 (11, 15
—open, twisted 19 {11)
—knitting wire 8, 24'(11, 15, 22

Wire, gauges and types 5

Usually, the supplies you nead for making the projects in Lark books can be found at your local craft supply store,
discount mart, home improvement center, or retail shop relevant to the topic of the book, Occasionally, howevar,
you may need to buy materfals or wools from specialty suppliers. In order 1o provide you with the most up-to-data
information, we have created a listing of suppliers on our Website, which we update on a regular basis. Visit us at
www. larkbooks.cam, click on “Craft Supply Sources,” and then click on the relevant topic. You will find numaraus
companies listad with their web address andfor mailing address and phons number.
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$14.95
Crafts/Jewelry Can. §22.95

magine creating beautiful jewelry using only wire, jump rings, and a few
basic tools. IV's frue! Both beginners and experienced jewelry mokers

will appreciale the ingenious yel simple lechnigues used to broid, twist, and knil silver,
copper, and brass wire into
stunning bracelets, neckioces,
earrings and more. These lech-
niques, first used by the Vikings,
allow even novices o moke great-
looking jewelry, without using
solder or expensive eguipment.

The book features more than
70 projects, each fully llustrated
with color pholo-graphs and step-
by-step dio-grams. Each project is
rated by difficulty; some of the
designs are easy encugh for
children to do. In addition, once
you have leorned the basic lechniques, you con start creafing your own designs.

S0 gel ready to be impressed by whal you can make, whether you start with o
knit ring with silver end beads...iwisted earrings...a copper and silver braided ban-
gle.,.or a bross double flower chain necklace, There ore patterns and styles certain te

oppeal lo everyone!

“you'll be delighted with this litfle book...each lechnique... clearty
explained with slep-by-ilep diawings and dmple lexl”
Beod & Bulfon Mogazine

“Meiging the arfful elegonce ol an ancient croft with o cleor how-lo’ leemal,

this bool iy vselul and inspling fo wireworken of all level ol expedience.”
Be-nctwork AT

= sylloble lor geneval crofh collectionm.”

Loy Journol

s
LARK BGDKS

A Division of Sterling Publishing Co., Inc..
New York

B
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