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RHODONITE, THULITE

Rhodonite (A) is a translucent pink to red brown mineral.
It finds wide use as an ornamental stone and for beads, buttons,
etc. The specimen illustrated here is a fine example of the rose
colored material from Sweden. The blue crystals at (B) are
cyprine, a variety of idocrase, while the pink material associated
with it is thulite. The pleasing color and hardness (6 - 6r/z)
of both of thebe minerals makes them very desirable as orna-
mental stones. The pink specimen at (C) is a polished slab
of thulite. Both (B) and (C) are from Norway. Specimens from
the collection of British Museum (Natural History), London.
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PERIDOT
(Olivine and Chrysolite)

The names olivine, chrysolite and peridot have been used
by geologists. mineralogists, and gemologists respectively to
denote the same species. However, in gemology olivine applies
to the dark olive green to brown stones, chrysolite to the color-
less to yellow to yellow green, while peridots are the olive to
light yellow, green, brownish, or grayish varieties. Figure (A)
shows olivine in basalt, Arizona. The fashioned yellowish
gem (B) in chrysolite and (C) is peridot. The large crystal
(D) is an olivine crystal from St. John's Island, Red Sea. Speci-
mens from the collection of British Museum (Natural History),
London.
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