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F A L L ,  1 9 4 1

ale further separated by half-division marks. The scale may be said to
cover the same terms as were cove|ed by grades from River (colorless)

to yel low. The half-division of the scale above zero is absolutely color-
less. A lery sl ight t inge of colol appears in the next half-division.
V nearly corlesponds to what some diamond men cal l  a Cape; others a
Top Cape. This is a very rough comparison, fol in general the grades be-
tween 0 and VI are not comparable to the old terms as the new divisions
are simply mechanical.  Betrveen each one of the seven divisions is a half
n-rark,  thus recording t lvelve color  grades betrveen the

faintest  b lue and yel low. The instrument a lso grade-s

qua r te r  d i v i s i ons  (no t  ma rked  on  t hc  sca le ) .

The 1941 Conclaves of  the American Gem Society

recommended the use of  the Color imeter scale as the

standard.  and the Gemological  Inst i tute is  now grading

a ser ies of  key or  master  stones for  A.G.S. members

rvhich they rv i l l  use as compafators in g lading their  d ia-

monds,  but  no membcrrv i l l  be al lou 'ed to sel l  key stones

as having been gladed by the American Gem Society.

Using stones graded on the G.I .A.  Color imeter as ke) '

compar ison stones in connect ion s ' i th the Diamol i te,  the
diamond man can determine grades dos'n to at  least  the

hal f  d iv is ion.  Unl ike the infrequent ly used key sei ' ies of

the past ,  any stone sold f rom a key sel ies graded on the

Color imeter may be replaced by a stone of  the exact  color .

I t  wi l l  be not iced on the scale (Fig.  5)  that  the zero

div is ion could be considered to extend to I  and the next
div is ion f ron.r  I  to I I .  Working on th is idea,  the fo l lorv ing
symbols can be envis ioned. Suppose the stone l 'as in a
posi t ion on the scale equal  to the hal f  mark betu 'een one
and  t u ' o .  Th i s  can  be  ma l kcd  by  t he  symbo l  { ,  sh i ch  i s ,
of  course,  the symbol  "one" crossed in the middle by a
dash.  Thus,  verbal ly ,  the symbols would mean nothing
to a customer,  but  among A.G.S. members could be cal led
" l ine one dash" instead of  grade one and a hal f ,  thus
avoiding the use of  a numeral .  When grading on the
Color imeter,  i f  the stone i -s found to be approxin iate ly
betrveen *  and I I  (one and a hai f  and tu.o)  . " r 'h ich rvould
be one and three-quarters,  i t  could be marked in th is
rnanner,  J.  Simi lar  markings could be fo l lorved on each
of the other d iv is ions.  This system of  symbols has been
adopted and is  being appl ied to the diamond papers in
the ser ies of  master '  (key) -st6ns5 norv being graded by
the  G . I .A .  on  i t s  Co lo r ime te r  f o r  A .G .S .  members .

Thus,  the problen-r  of  the i 'e lat ive color  of  the gracles seems to have been
largely soh'ed for  the je 'vc le 'who has a ser ies of  key stones graded on the
"yardst ick"  and rvho does nl l  of  h is ou'n color  gr .adinE under the consrantr
l isht  ot '  the Diamol i te.

167
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An Internqtioncl Stqndqrd Established

Nolv,  fo l  the l i ls t  t ime, a standard for  the colot  grading of  d iamonds
has been establ ished in the Uni ted States and Canada. Tr ' " 'o  A.G.S. ntembers
r .vho have had ident ical  ser ies of  master  stones graded on the Color imeter ' ,
and ' lvho use them as comparators rvhen grading in the Diamol i te,  are,  in
ef fect ,  compar ing thei l  purchases against  the same master stones,  under
the same l ight ,  and in the same room I

ARKANSAS DIAMOND MINE CHANGES HANDS
The Alkansas Diarnond Corporat ion sold i ts  "p ipe" mine in Pike

County to a Chicago syndicate.  The increased demand for  industr ia l  d ia-
monds,  together lv i th the high rvart ime pl ices,  has evident ly  led the buyer ' - .

to the bel ief  that  development on a commelcia l  basis mav soon be possib le.

ANDERSON'S THEORY OF THE CAUSE OF
SIIK SUPPONTED

The latest leport on the si lk in corundum adds rveight to B. W. Ander.-
son's f indings that indicated the cause to be lut i le. Conclusions drawn by
Lala Penha, C.G., in an address given in l lalch, 1941, before the Eastei 'n
Conclaves of the A.G.S. and iater appearing in the September,, 1941, issue
of Jewelers Circular Keystone show that her f indings lend support to those
of  Anderson.
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