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A FAIR EXCHANGE 

In 1986 the well known collec­
tor of ancient art, George Ortiz, 
was approached by Dr Mikhail 
Treister from the Pushkin Museum 
in Moscow and invited to exhibit 
part of his collection in 
Moscow. Following 
much negotiation 
a grand 
e x c h a n g e  ' 
was finally 
w o r k e d  
0 U t 
Almost 
3 0 0 
objects 
f r o m
t h e 
0 r t  i z 
c o l  l ec ­
tion will 
be exhibit-

H e r m i t a g e  
Museum, St 'c4il-.:IP� 
Petersburg until 11 
April 1993 (and after-
wards in London, Japan and possi­
bly Copenhagen). In return, Mr 
Ortiz selected works of art from 
various museums in the former 
Soviet Union for exhibition in the 
west. This exhibition 'From the 
Treasuries of Eurasia', at the 
Kunsthaus, Zurich, until 2 May 
1993, includes many works of art 
ranging from Egyptian sculpture to 
Byzantine ivories. Among the 
Scythian and other ancient gold­
work on show are recent finds 
from the Ukraine including a gold 

helmet with repousse decoration 
and a gold vessel decorated with 
horse heads. A splendid catalogue 
is available. 

The photograph shown here is 
one of a pair of gold 

bracelets with twist­
ed hoop ending 

in tenninals in 
the form of 

w i n g e d
sphinxes. 
T h e s e
date to 
the 4th 
centu­
ry BC 

a n d 
w e r e

, f o u n d

are now in the 
State Hermitage 

Museum, St Petersburg. 
The workmanship and details are 
quite extraordinary. As is usual for 
goldwork of this period, the object 
is formed mainly in sheet gold. In 
the case of the hoop this is over a 
bronze support. The two sphinxes 
are finely chased - even the ear­
rings and necklets they wear are 
clearly defined. The hoop and the 
collars that join the sphinxes to the 
hoop are decorated with beaded 
wire and other filigree and the col­
lars still bear traces of the original 
enamel. 
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