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JEWELS OF FANTASY

Costume Jewellery of the Twentieth Century

Members of the Society of Jewellery Historians and their friends
enjoyed a special evening opening of the Victoria and Albert Museum’s
exhibition “Jewels of Fantasy: Costume Jewellery of the Twentieth
Century” on 3 June. This had been an extremely popular exhibition
atracting well over 100,000 visitors. so the opportunity for a calm.
uncrowded private view was particularly appreciated.
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London by Vivienne Becker and
sponsored by Swarovski, was the
first major exhibition to be held of
twentieth century costume jew-
ellery. It featured approximately
350 extraordinary pieces by a very
wide range of jewellery producers
including Lalique, the Wiener
Werkstatte, Theodor Fahrner,
Chanel, Schiaparelli, Trifari and
contemporary  couturiers.
‘Through the pieces and supporting
photographs it traced the impact of
social, economic and cultural
influences on costume jewellery
design. The exhibition has now
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Broochipendant. Gilt metal and imitation stones. France, 1961. | closed in London, but is due to
Designed for Chanel. (Photo by courtesy of the Victoria and Albert | open in Cologne at the Museum of
Museun.) Applied Arts in October.
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