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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

Ts E firat edition of this Essay contained notices of 
such Coins only as were in my posseaaion, with 
one or two exceptions : it was therefore brief and 
imperfect, as necessarily confined to very limited 
materials. By the kindness of friends, to whose col­
lections I have since had access, I have now con­
siderably enlarged it, and made what appears to me 
to be an exceedingly curious and interesting addition, 
by introducing some of the remains of the Gnostic 
sects, who formed so distinguished and striking a 
feature in the early ages of the Christian church. It 
may 1M; thought that I have given them an im­
portance to which they are not entitled : but I am 
disposed to think that the early ecclesiastical writers 
were competent judges of the state of the Christian 
world when they wrote : and I have not attached 
more consequence to those extraordinary sectarians, 
than I am warranted to do by the writings of their 
contemporaries. 



viii 

I had stated, as a subject of regret, that no one 
bad, I believe, made Christian Coins subservient to 

the details of the spread and progress of Christianity 
among mankind ; and my attention bas since been 
directed more than once to Mr. Taylor's edition of 
Calmet's Dictionary of the Bible. Without at all 
meaning to question the merit of that very learned 
and useful work, or the elucidations the numerous 
Coins there exhibited give to Scriptural allusions 
and biblical interpretations, I presume I had· not as~ 
serted too much. There are but two Christian 
CGins, or rather one, of different sizes among the 
fac-similes there exhibited, and these do not allude 
to any historical event connected with the progreas 
of Christianity : the illustrations which the rest afford 
are directed to other objects. Jn the voluminous and 
learned works, indeed, of Bandurius, Du Cange, 
Vaillant, and others, there are scattered notices of 
some events alluded to by the Coins, and these notices 
I bave availed myself of, and acknowledged. 

' 



AN ESSAY 

OH SOME ANCIENT COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, A8 
ILLUSTRATING THE EARLY PROGRESS 

OF CHRISTIANITY. 

CoiNs, as conn~ted with inscriptions on stone, 
are memorials of historical facta, more certain, 
because more permanent and unalterable, than 
the writings of the historian. There is not now 
in existence a single manuscript that W~¥~ actu­
ally· written by the hand of any author who 
lived a few hundred years ago, except. perhaps 
the· mutilated fragments buried in Hercula­
neum or. the Catacombs of Egypt; but. there 
are many historical documents in metal and 
marble, which have survived the lapse of more 
than two thousand years, and are as legible as 
when they were first published. Such docu-

., ments, therefore, when· known to be genuine, 
are irresistible evideoce which. no future histo­
rian can controvert, because they are not liable 
to the eorruptions and uncertainties introduced 
by copyiata int.o manuscripts, which are of 

B 



2 AN ESSAY ON SOME ANCIENT 

necessity transcribed at intervals, .as the mate­
rials on which the writing was originally made. 
fall into decay. The study, therefore, of coins 
and gems, is recommended to our notice by 
many interesting circumstances ; as displaying 
the most unerring and best preserved monu­
ments of ancient art; as conveying to us the 
dress and manners of the times to which they 
belong; as bringing us acquaint~ with the cha­
racter and features of the persons they repre­
sent; but, above all, &'I illustrating the even• 
to which their fabrication alludes, and 110 be­
coming the standard of history, and the testi­
mony of its truth and falsehood. 

;But while great pains have been taken to 
ilJostrate by their means the histo1ieal facta of 
Pagan Greece, and Rome, there are few who 
have thought it worth their while to make them 
mbserrient to the more interesting detaila of the 
spread and progress of Christianity among man­
kind, as if that circumstance had so deterionUed 
the arts, that no Coin, Medal, or Gem, whicla 
contained any allnsion to it was worthy of the 
slightest notice of the collector. • This a«'ected 

• Pinkerton is particularly test1 .on· thia subject. Coiu of 
the By~antine emperors be calle "utterly barbaroua," and •Y•• 
" •hat the admiAion of a win or 1bst barbarout nad .. , dle J_., 
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QMkt.emp.t. l!u. eo•bled me to make a larger 
collection in the eut than I could hope to 
obtain had I more competitors, and from this I 
shallaelect some, which, with a few othen, may 
aiOrd a brief illustration of 8(Une historical facts 
.in the early ages of Cbristiaoity • 

. The Cninulluded to arct-of ditfere~Jt metalt­
gold, silver, and bronze, and of different diQ!eo­
.aioos, . and the Gems of different materiale : 
these are noticed in the fac similes. 

In speaking of Coins, the obvene means the 
principal face, on which is generally placed tbe 
head of the monarch; the rt'Cer~, the oppolite 
$de, on which is generally some-device .. The 
wlwle surfaee is called the field; letters. on the 

neld are c~Ded the ·~I letten ronnd 
the edge, the l.ge*. The part divided by a 
line at the bettom is ealled the ezerpe : .. letters 
in the eiergue geaeraHy imply the place where 
the coiJl was stamped ; if se¥eral letten form a 

ujudr---a~ to.a ...... .,. dblJ 1Jork. 4Jl 

CoiDa publiahed io E~d ~ore his E .. y, wu ao ia,.Uoaa 
little treatile by the Rn. Dr. leooiop; he ooluckily nOticed 
1C11De lewiah ana Chriatlaa e11b, 1111. Pbtkm.o AJI he wCIIIkl 
·" ~ llim Mer .U. ajlaeJ ~DleA!pt, .aa.he ill ~-.ap ,ntla JewW! 
ahekeb IIDd diY!nity, Ulo @ty boa.acJ to pray !"-Plok.,_ OD 

Medala, YOI. L p. 13. . 

... .,.,.., ~ ol&M .-.. 

o'9""''b,Google 



4 AN ESSAY ON SOME ANCIENT 

~tingle character, it is called a monogram: these 
two 'latter' are very obs~re and imperfectly 
known. Medioharbus and others give them an 
interpretation very complex ; I have rather 
adopted the conjectures which are more obvious 
and simple. In speaking of Gems, I have used 
the term face, or 1ide; there is sometimes but 
one, and if there be two, there is nothing to 
mai:k what would distinguish the principal one. 

The first I shall mention, as probably the 
earliest in point of time; is of Hebrew origin. 
In the year 1812, a peasant in the county of 
Cork, in Ireland, was digging potatoes, accom­
panied by his daughter, who picked them up 
as they were thrown above the ground. Among 
them she found, encrusted with clay, what she 
thought to be a large button, and handing it to 
her father, he rubbed the edge on the sleeve 
of his coat, and in a short time it became bright, 
li£e gold. He now imagined be had gained a 
prize, and proceeded with it to his landlord, 
Mr. ·Corlett, a: gentleman of Cork, of the Society 
of Fri~nds. He further c1eaned it~ and found 
it. to be an. antique .medal of singular struc­
ture and device. On one side was the head of 
our Saviour, and on the other a Hebrew inscrip­
tion; both, however, considerably inj~d by 
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time. Aa the place where the potatoes were 
planted had been the site of a very ancient 
monastery, coeval with the first introduction of 
Christianity into Ireland, but of which even the 
ruins had long since disappeared, • it was ima­
gined, with every probability, that this medal 
had been brought iato Ireland by some of the 
religious community at a 'very early period, and 
as .such, was an object of great interest. Fac­
similes, therefore, were taken from it, and sent 
about, and in a shQrt time it excited in ·no 
slight degree the attention of the learned, and 
various coqjectures were made as to its age and 
origin. About this time a medal of a similar 
kind came into my possession, obtained from a ! ' 
Polish .Jew, at Rostoc, in Germany; and on 
comparing it with that found in Ireland, it ap­
peareci to be an exact counterpart, and struck 
from the same die. As it had not suffered the 
same injuries from attrition and erosion, it was 
in a highly perfect state of preservation, and 
the letters, which were ~uch injured in the 
former, and caused some obscurity in the in­
ecription, were in this sharp and distinct aa 
when they were struck. But the buKt of Christ 

• H1111y nllaloua edifioee In Ireland were datroyecl by tb~ 
.Oanet1 1oq before &be periocl of the Reforma&iou. 
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W'ilk singularly beautiful ! it 'had a pettsive -sub-' 
. limity in its air and character that exactly ac-­

corded with our Ideas of its great proCotype, 
as if he had sat for the picture ; atid the ~ 
cntion denoted it to have been the productian 
of an era when the arts were in the highest 
vigour. It would appear by the testimony of 
different writers, that it was first mentioned by 
Theseus Ambrosius, • and after him had been a 
!object of enquiry by· the learned of Europe for 
more than two centuries ; that it made its first 
appearance in Rome, when the V enos de Medici 
and other long-lcillt productions of ancient art 
were again brought to light ; that inferior copies. 
of it were multiplied, with slight variations, but 
that the original was not a coin, but a tessera, 
or amulet, struck by the first Jewish converts to 
Christianity, and worn by them as a pious me• 
morial of their Master ;t and finally, that the 

• The work of Theaeua Ambrosius Is of great rarity and anti­
quity ; there Ia not a copy of it, I believe, In the Britlah Museum. 

t ..t:llua Lampridius relatea that Ale:under Severus kept 
the repre.entation of Christ with that of Apollonlua, Abraltam, 
Orpbeua, and otherll, on which be make• the followlnc remark. 
At Vll'O Pagano• imaginem Cbriati aliquando conaen-, dla­
dpulo• neglexl1111 horret mlmu1 omnino cogitare multo miDu• 
credere. " The mind ahudden to think, much le• to believe, 
that Pagans should pre1erve a representation of Christ, and his 
dlaciplea neglect it." See Num • ..t:r. Vet. CbriaL Both lrenauulld 
Eu.ebius mentioo tbat ·tlJer bad auch p~ ar ••pr•etattou. 
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date waa indicated by the Hebrew letter aleph 
on the obverse, which then, as well as now, re- t-_, 
presented the nnmeral I, and indicated thaL it WM 

struck in the first year after the resurrectMla. • 
Tbe opinions here hazarded have been much di&­
puted, particularly the supposed date. Nor has 
the use for which it was stzuck been less a sub-
ject of differen<7e. It. mWJt have been intended 
either for a circulating coin, a medal to com­
memorate an interesting event, a relic to gratify 
pious credulity, or an amulet, or charm, to 
protect the wearer against injury or misfor­
tune. .t\}1 these opinions are adopted by dif­
ferent writers; but whatever might have been 
the origin, there is strong evidence that it was 
generally_ applied to the fourth purpose, and 
used as an abrasax, in that class of superstitious 
fabrications which were so highly prized in the 
first ages of Christianity. Such was the opinion 
of the Jew from whom it was purchased, who 
had marked it Christian Talisman, and parted 

• Many learned modern Jews, to whom I shewed the medal, 
concurred in this corjecture. Yean, on coins of that liBra, are 
~y expreased by Greek and Roman leuers, repreeentiug 
numerals ; the regular dales on, Chri1tian coins were not intro. 
duced for several centuries after. On this subject, however, while 
I quote the opinion of othen, my own agrees with the 04mmen­
tuor o£ 1obe:rt, "qpe Ia Yraie IOII&Doa de 181 ~ Nlllnil­
matiques p'est pa encore trou•k"--.Job, ii. 297. 
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with it as a thing highly valuable to a Christian, 
but of no importance to a Jew. Under this 
impression,· the late learned· vice-provost of 
Trinity College, Dublin, ·gave me the. following 
interpretation of . the inscription founded upon 
the mysteries of the Cabala. The letters in the 
lines are purposely placed in the following ar­
rangement and combination, and so differ. from 
the correct mode of Hebrew writing : 

1. 2. 3. 4. 7. 8. 28. 52. 
1. Implied unity or individuality. 

2. 3. -- lucky and unlucky numbers. 

4. 1st square}d t 
8. 1st cube eno e space. 

· eno es me. 7. implies week }d t ti' 

52. -- year 
28. 2nd perfect number. 

The following then would be the influence of 
l 

the amulet : " to the individual who bears this, 
. a 

" in every state of life whether prosperous or 
2 4 8 . 

" adverse, in every part of space, and in every 
7 62 

" portion of time, it will prove a perfect security 
"through the Lord Jesus, ·who, being the Mea­
"11iah, reigns," &c. 

The value annexed · to the medal has also 
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been a subject of much cohtroveny, some hold­
ing it in t~e most extravagant estimation, and 
some rejecting it altogether as unworthy of a 
place in any cabineL But it appears to me 
that both those opiniODi are erroneous. There 
is no certain evidence that it has a claim to the 
high antiquity and interesting origin that some 
a•ign to it ; yet it is, nevertheless, certain that 
it has a respectable claim to the attention of the 
curious. When literature and science began 
to dawn in Europe after the 'darkness of the 
middle ages, and the minds of inquisitive 
men were first directed to search for the re­
mains of ancient art, this medal was discovered. 
It was seen at Rome by Theseus Ambrosius, 
and described as a great curiOIIity in the ponti- , 
ficate of Julius .II. the immediate predecesaor 
of Leo X. the reviver of learning in Europe. 
This proves that it existed at that time, and was 
among the objects of ancient art that then en­
gaged the attention of the learned; but it does not 
prove that it did not exist long before. Indeed 
the very circumstance of its wanting a nimbus of 
glory round the bead, is a presumption amount­
ing almost to a certainty, that it was not fabricated / 
after the 7th century, at which time that symbol 
of sanctity wu adopted aa a distinctive mark of 

B8 
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a'acred pel'Sons, and it was considered impious 
tb depict' them without it. • The very curiam 
·and scarce work of Theseus Ambrosius has been 
but recently found in the library of Trinity 
'College, Dublin, where it had remained {(lr two 
centuries unknown, and bnt f'or this late and 
atcidental discovery his evidence would be want­
ing in the enquiry. How many rare works of 
a similar kind and· earlier date, illustrative of 
the subject may yet be discovered, we cannot 
presUme to say ; but sinee his time the medal 
bas been· noticed ·and described by a series of 
writers down to the present day.t Without 

f On tbl1 •ubject, Julio Bartolocclo de Cellblo, in bJa Bl'b­
loth. Mas. Rabblnlca, 1n 1895, thua iDdJibmtly ~ bim­
~eU: when noticing tbll medal, " Cur autem ea~t Salvatoril diade­
mate non omatur r H lllC injuria Sal•atori illata tolleranda non 
eat 1"-41 Why il not the head ot the' Sa'riour ornaulented 'lritb a 
dlalieiD t This iniult oftllred to · the Sa'l'iou il not to be 
endured!" 

t Among thoee who ha'l'e IUbaequently noticed the 1D1!4al, 
the fbllowing anthon ha'l'e given fac. tllllil .. o( it Ia their warD, 
with aUght Yariat!DDI of the origiDal in the 11veral coplu, via. 
Waaerut de Antiq. Num. Hebrleorum, 1605; Al1tediu• Pnecag­
nlta 'l'heologia, 1816; Hottlngeru1 de Cippla Hebra!ldt, 18118; 
W18*!J8tll Sota, lt17i ; ~en P.lll!IIIIJirlll, lleb. lrllxt. '18118 1 
SurulliiiiWI :Mildma, 1700 ; Rowland !lou Antiqua. 1701. 
One similar to that Co~d at ·Friars Walk, in Cork, wu dil· 
covered In Rowland'• dm~, at the' lllleient' Cirque oC Brili-plll, 
in Walel, and d~~~me4 by thia·IIII'DIIt '&Ddcpuian 10 peM a 
curiOiity, that he sent It to hl1 friend Luld, the keeper of the 

' . 
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myself· deciding. on any of these COJdli.cting 
opinions, I have ·mnoely ·referred to their autho­
rities; :but I think it not too much to assert, 
that what. has been thus an object of interest 
a:nd research to the learned men of Europe for 
nearly three hubdred years, must be of no 
smaU value ·in the. estimation of a cnrious en­
quirer. 

,t 

The metal of whi<lh it is composed is a sin­
gular composition ;• it is much paler than brass, 
does not tarnish by exposure to air, and might 
be mistaken·for-·pwe; gold;· diet.. not ·its exceed­
ing levity immediately detect it. Its weight in 
air ia 262,76 grains, and its loss in water 31,16, 
giving a specific gravity of 8,45. It has another 
remarkable property which distinguishes it; it 
is very sonorous, and it thu.c; seems identified 

with the ~' ~-· of the New Testament, 
which might have been the object of the 
apostle's allusion, as well because it was light, 
as because it was " sounding." 

.Aabmole KlllllliiDI, at Oxford, u a most va!IJ&ble acquiatioa to 
the an:hii!Ologiat. It wu UDfortuaately lost by the way, but he 
hu preserved a fac·limlle of it. After such testimony I can110t 
...Dt, to the pallllitoul Ul'lllllptloa of Jobert, "·~tuoique elle eat 
ptl kre faite par quelque Juif coanrti au. ChriHiaDilme, eat ce­
peadaDt uae de cea medalllea, doat leat curieu ae doivent faUe 
aueun etat."-lab, L 101. · 

,. , ;:. 

, - ./ .. " .· , 

·, I ~ 
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· In the annexed medal, No. I, the obverse re­
presents the head of our Saviour as described in 
the letter said to be sent, by Lentulus to Tiberios; 
his hair divided after the manner of the Naza­
renes, plain to his ears, and w:aving on his 
shoulders ; his beard thick, not long but forked, 
the face beautiful, and the bust fine; over the 
whole the tunic falls in graceful folds. On the 
obverse is the Hebrew letter N aleph, with the 
word"~ the Jewish name of Jesus. On the-.. 
•erse is this inscription, 

., ,., r:::MIIII "'HH cmr.s 10 ,.,., """'· 

The Messiah has reigned ; he came in peace, 
and being made the light of man he livea. 

THE GNOSTICS. 

At the time that Christianity was promul­
gated to mankind, the nations under the domi­
nion of the Romans, that is the larger part of 
the civilized world, were greatly addicted to 

mysterious practices ; supposing that there 
existed in nature certain influences which they 
could control and manage by occult signs ex­
pressed in different ways and on different mate­
rials, .and among the nations moat notorioiJI 
for these opinions, were the Jews and the 
Egyptian~;. As Christianity originated with 



COU~s, MBDALB, .A.:ND GBMS. J)) 

one, and ·many of its earliest professors were 
ilund amongst the other, it is not· surprising 
that they should have brought with them, and 
engrafted on the new religion, such. opinions 
and practices as they had entertained in the 
old. Accordingly we read that very early the 
apostles themselves folUld it necessary to guard 
the disciples against such persons, cautioning 
them to avoid " profane ancl vain babblings 
and oppositions to what is falsely called science ;"• 
and in several pa~~~~&ges of the epistle are evideut 
allusions to similar errors among the first pro­
feRSOrs of Christianity, even in the apostolic 
ages. Nor did the evil cease, as the doctrines 
of the gospel expanded themselves beyond the 
local prepossessions of its early converts: a 
number of persons, in succession, for two cen­
turies afterwards, are recorded as distinguished 
leaders of these wild opinions, which mixed up · 
the sacred truths of the gospel with the fantastic 
imaginations of a visionary science, and n vast 
mnltitnde of disciples all over the then known 
world 'Were foamd to adopt them. 

The first person mentioned as a leader of 
these opinions was Simon, a man of Samaria. 
He had addicted himself to occult practices, 

• Timoth7, 'fl. 20. 

.. 
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and' had so beguiled the understandings of. the 
people, that he persuaded them he was some 
extraordinary person, and they all affirmed that 
"the man was the great power of God."• He, 
with the rest of the people of Samaria, were 
converted by Philip's preaching ; and. having 
become a believer in the Gospel, he was bap-
1:ized ; but his old habits and practices remaitted 
unchanged. He profferred money to the apos­
tles to be endued Jike them with the power of 
conferring the· Holy Spirit, and was severely re­
buked for his impiety; but brought to a sense 
of his base misconceptions of the divine gifts, 
he became penitent, and requested the apostles 
to intercede with God for him. From hence 
he went to Rome, and continued there during 
the time of Nero's persecution, · and taught his 
followers that they might indifferently conform. 
to the worship of idols, and so they escaped 
the cruelties perpetrated upon their more con­
scientious brethren.t It appears that he ·had 
made such a progress in mechanical knowledge, 
that he undertook to fiy in the theatre before 
all the spectators, and actually did support him­
self in the air, as Arnobius says, in a fiery 
chariot, while all the Romans were looking at 

• Acta viii. II, ao&. t Origen contr. Cell, lib. n. 
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him ;• buc: he failed in the atternpt; -&nd was · 
ctttsh~d with the fall, which the·fatlier8 attri~te 
to the intercession of Peter and ·Paul, who were 
at Rome at the time, and witnessed the expe"­
riment : they prayed that the demons who 
supported him should be made to abandon him~ 
and the consequence was that he fell to the . 
ground. ·Many of his opinions- and practices 
are recorded, and form a strange and deformed 
picture of the first Sectarian in the Christian 
church, He brought about ·with him a ~oman 
named Helena, who he affirmed had animated 
formedy'·the body of her who had caused the 
Trojan war, and by variOus • transmigrations 
·bad passed into her present form'; he said she 
was the· first conception of his mind, and by her 
he had himself created angels and archangels ; 
and that by these ·angels the world was after­
wards formed, a fancy which eontinued to be 
cherished by all his followers tlDder ditferent 
·d~O!ninations for several suCCeeding centuries. 
He taught·in Samaria that he Wa'S the Father, 
in'.fod~ea that he was the· Son, ·and among the 
Gentiles that he was the· Holy· Spirit. t His 

• Viclerunt eJiim (Rommi) c:unum Simonia Mqi et quadri· 
pa igneaa. Amob. ad't'. Oent11. lib. ii. 

t IreDIBIII, lib. i. c:. to. ·' BpitJIIan. n. 
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disciples preserved certain representatioil& of 
him under the form ofJupiter, and of his com­

panion under that of Minerva, to which they 
annexed great efficacy and sanctity, and were 
perhaps the first of those Christian amulets 
which afterwards became so numerous ; and 
certain sayings and opinions of his, called Simo­
niani, were the origin of much of that false and 
fantastic science which prevailed to such a 
degree among succeeding sectaries: the prac­
tices C?f his followers, as described by Epipha­
nus, are too foul to particulllrize. 

Another of those men who had corrupted 
the purity of the Gospel by the admixture of 
Pagan fancies in the Apostolic ages, was Ni­
cholas, one of the seven deacons, a proselyte of 
Antioch.• He is supposed to have been· the 
founder of the sect of the Nicolitai11s, who had 
polluted the church of Asia, particularly that 
of Pergamus, and "hom the evangelist reprovt'll. 
The fathers are greatly divided as to the actual 
guilt of Nicholas himself; some affirming that 
his sole offence was first putting away his wife, 
a very beautiful woman, and then cohabiting 
with her again. But whatever may have been 
the degree of delinquency in the founders of 

• -Acta vi. 1. 
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the sect,· his followers who assumed his name 
were guilty of such flagitious acts as to exceed 
in turpitude every other. They held that plea­
sure was the end and true blessedness of man, 
and that it principally consisted in the promis­
C!JOUS intercourse of the sexes; and what appear­
ed to other Christians a no less heinous offence 
at the time, they indulged their appetites by 
eating; without scruple,. of all meats offered to 
idols. They imagined a number of deities, to 

whom they gave extraordinary sounding names, 
calculated to strike their hearers with awe, such 
as Barbelo, J aldabaoth, Caulauchauch, and 
Meitram ;• and these names are r~cognized on 
many of the amulets which have been dug up 
several ages afterwards ;- and to increase their 
number, every variety of the sect had a different 
tribe of deities. · They did not endure long by 
the name of their founder, but have been dis­
tinguished by di~erent other appellations. 
They were called Philionites, Stratonid, and 
Levitici, according to the variety and shades of 
opinions which prevailed among them ; · but 

• They had adopted tm. practice from the contemporvy 
heathens, whom Lucian ezposea wap«JUY••~ G,u« IJ«p6iltplx« x.u 
Art~JUI &oop«T« x«l •IA»t11111.M./J• " mingling with their rita, barb&­
_rolll and .enaeleu worde of mUiy syllablea." Lucian Nekuom. 
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they were all recognised by thoire who were not 
of their sects, by the COr.ltemptUGUS ·tenn of 
fio~'fl'l'rA~ or muddy, a reproach derived from 
the filth and turpitude of . their practices, in 
ct'lebrating their unhallowed rites. 

Simon and Nicholas were &ucceeded by 
Menander, who lived in the reign af V espasian, 
about seventy...five years after the bir.th of Christ. 
He was like Simon, a Samaritan, practised the 
same arts, and according to Justin Martyr, was 
driven by . the same demons. He held that no 
one could be saved unless he was baptized in 
his name ; and that death could not reach any 
one who was so made his disciple. He had 
many followers at Antioch, who were persuaded 
they would never die.* 

The next person of note who distinguished 
himself as a follower of Simon, and a promul­
gator of similar opinions, was Basilides, who 
eclipsed, by the singularity of his tenets, and the 
success with which he 11pread them, the fame of 
aD his prede('essors. This man was a native of 
Alexaudria, who was particularly distinguished 
in the reign of Hadrian, about one h1mdred and 
twenty years after oui Saviour's birth, for the 
profoundness of his mysteries, and the extra-

• . Tertullian de An'ima, p. 50. 
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vagant ·extent to which he carried· them. • He 
formed a new race of angels, and inYented a~ 
propriate and extraordinary names for them. 
He enjoined the doctrine of silence, like Pytha­
goras, and prescribed it to his disciples for five 
years.t He taught that God hacllletlt his iirst 
born into the world, who was called Cbrillt ; 
that' be appeared as a man, dnd acrornp&hed 
all virtue, but did not suffer death really as w·as 
supposed ; for Simon, the Cyrenean, was sub­
stituted in his place, and the· Jews in error cru­
cified him, while he assumed the form of Simon, 
and stood by uninjured, laughing·at their folly, 
and so ascended into Heaven invisible to them 
all.:f: He declared, therefore, that· he who be· 
lieved that Christ was really crucified, WitS' still 
a slave, and under the power of those who made 
the body ; but he who denied it, was free frotn 
them. His maxim was," Know all, bntlet none 
know you ;" and hence his followers never per­
formed their mysteries openly, or divttlged them 
to the uninitiated. They denied the resu~ 
tion·of the flesh strenuously, and insisted that 
no ptomise was made about the salvation of the 
body.§ They affirmed that all sins were not: 

• Eueebiaa Ecalel. Hist. lib. iv. c. 7. t Ibid. 
~ IrenmUI, lib, L c. 23. · f Tertul. de pms. c. f6. 
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forgiven, but only such ·as were involuntary and 
clone in ignorance.• The opinion they enter­
tained of themselves was most ·extravagant, 
founded on the supposed superiority of their 1 

knowledge and attainments : they esteemed 
1 

themselves only, and the members of their sect, 1 

as men ; and all the rest of the world, including 
all other seets of Christians, as dogs and swine ; 
and it was constantly inculcated by Basilides, 
that his followers shonld hold no com·munica· 
tion with others, and 8o not cast their pearls 
before swine. t In order to give greater weight 
and ·authority to his doctrines, Basilides com­
posed a Gospel, according to the testimony of 
Origen and Ambrosius, which he inscribed with 
his own name. In several of his discourSes he 
affirmed, that it was an indifferent thing wh~ 
ther his disciples acknowledged or denied Christ 
before men, or sacrificed to other deities ; and, 
finally, that there was no punishment for of· 
fences committed in this life, but a transmigra­
tion of souls after deatb.t He died at Alexan­
dria,'in the reign of Hadrian, about the time 
that Barchochebas persecuted the Christians. 
He seems to have been the·most· extraordinary 

• Clemens Alex. Strom. Hb. iv. t Epipbaniua H-. 34. 
l Origen in Math. 



tOINs, Ml!:DALS1 AND GElliS, ft 

and no~rioua of all those who deformed. Chm.. 
ti:anity-with their cnm impurities. He left be­
hind him . a son, named lsidorus, who inhe­
rited all his father's impious follies. He wrote 

what he called a Treatise on Morality, whkh 
the fathers represent as a sink of impurity. • 

Basilidea was immediately followed by Sa~ 
tominus, . or Saturnellus, a native of Ant,iocb, 
who established there a school to teach his 
opinions. He was. a contemporary with St. 
Ignatius when bishop of that see, and circu­
lated h~ opinions among his flock. He maiJl,. 

tained that the world was made by. the .father, 
with the aid of· seven angels, who also made 
man, and that the God of the Jews was one of 
those angels. That the angels formed two races 
of men at that time,.. the one good, and the 
other "wicked ; which latter were assia~d by 
demons in their evil deeds, and that they m~q­
ried and generated with Satan, and it was these 
demons whom Christ -was sent to destroy. Tbat 
he came invisible, and without a body, yet 
seemed a human figure in the eyes of Illankind.t 
This sect are not so notorious as their predecea-- , 
sors or contemporaries for flagitious practices. 
They are not reprobated by St. Ignatius, though 

• Cloaca oJDDium lmpuritatum. t · Ireu~e~~~, 1. I. c. 22. 
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.they ·lit.ed ·in his-.. time. and city. They cCJilli.. 

.cM:red . .self denial i a: ~ue, a..bttaiDed &op. .ani-­
•al food,. and .fmin ail &p.peai;LUce of :rirtue and 
·IU·~on.~ed .uillDY to adopt .thek extra­
VI@Ml~ notiODS.. 

T.o Saturnii:Jus lll.OCeeded Carpocrates, whose 
opinions and practices were 10 wild and Hagiti­
.oue,. that a. writer detailing them says, his mind 
abudders. at the recital as altogether unfit for 
CbriJtian ean, for their portentous and horrible 
·twpitude. • He was born at Alexandria and 
lib Baallides,. engrafted his Christianity on the 
moutrous follies of .Egypt. H~ too a~ed that 
the world was made, not by QQd, bu.t by angels. 
He admitted how~er, that Christ w~ th~ .son 
of Joseph, born like pther men,. and .. distin­
guiahed for his pl'obity; but affi.rmed ~ he 
himaelf.awl hia follow~rs rtlfiem blell hfm in . all 
-things-, and w~re .more ~'tferful, iWJ.&m'Q~h as 
· rJsey had demons boWld. and •ubj.ect to their arJ;, 
to perform whateyer • they assigned theQl . 
. He ~ied several texts of ,SCfiptur.e to. aQ. ~.x­

~dinary pu~, pa,rt~~ly that . of St. 
Mathew., ".Agree wi~b. thiqe a4vf!~ q~y, 
whilst thoa art on t~ way, .lfllt'it M 1 deJjvr,r the~ 

• Ob turpitudinem pGrteD'- Dimlum et honibDtm. ,Jtuoa, 
Ec. Hilt., tom. 1. 
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to the judge."• .This he iDterpreted to JM~ All 

injunction, not to oppose but to comply witA ~ 
Ute. demes and paBSion» of our nat;u.re. He 
taught the transmigration of the aoul, and a£: 
firmed, that those who reaiated their d~ 
would be puuisbed in passing from ODe body to 
uother,; but those who obeyed them, w~ld 
pass imJil.ediately peyond the angels to God the 
~·t The. practices of th~ aect were ~ 
ponden~ .to this dogma, if we are to beli~ve the 
c:ontemporary ancJ other .early writera who .c~eo­

IICI'ibe them, particularly Epipbanius; he aaya, 
" shall I blush only to tell what they· dp llf?t 
bll.l&b. to do ?"t aDd. accolldingly he details mi­
.out.ely a series of ceremonies and actioos, ao 
~ularly foul and fi.agitioua, that it. requhes 
~ . .amall e1fort ~f our belief, to . assent tQ the 
.poa,;ibility, that any .state of the human .~nd 
~d .. be 10._ depraved as to .devise or adopt 
.tbem. I shall notice but one a1 a .speciQlen, 
~4 that .. the least. impure .a11d revolting;­
~y .. took a fcctus, and bav,iog ,pounded it. in 
a ~rtar, #lnd Ulixed. .spice with. it, the cq~ 

• Mat. chap. v. nne 25. 
t ..._.IJJI. L clap. 4. 

l. '~t. ,g,. «r~.~iil ~ Jar.., -.r. 141• ~,.., ; Epi· 
pbao. HlflrCL 28. 



2l& AN BSU Y 0!1 80MB ANCIENT 

pany and their dogs fed on . the mass, calting it 
a paschal (east. 

Carpocrates left a son called Epipheus who 
adopted his father's opinions, and held particu­
larly the tenet, that all women should be alike 
accessible to all men. · He seems to have ac­
quired no small reputation; for his mother who 
was a Cephaloniote, caused a temple to be 
erected in her native island to her son ; in which 
he was worshipped and had divine honours paid 
to him, as a new deity. His votaries met at th~ 
full of the moon to offer sacrifices to him, on an 
altar raised for the purpose. • 

In the reign of Antoniou.~ Pius, about the 
year 146 of the Christian ~era, lived V alentinus. 
He was a native of Phrebos, a maritime town in 
Egypt, was well skilled in Greek and Roman 
Literature, and became a philosopher of the Pla­
tonic school. He afterwards embraced Christ­
ianity, and became a preacher both in the 
Greek and- Latin churches. He had hoped to 

obtain a bishopric, which he thought his ·know­
ledge and his eloquence entitled him· to aspire 
to ; but he was disappointed, and hence he 
adopted, and 11pread new and strange opinions, 
to ensure that celebrity, which as an orthodox 

• Clea. Alex. I, 3. 
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preacher he could not hope to procure. • He 
brought with him all the fanCies of the poetS 
and philosophers of the Grecian school,· and · 
mixed them up with the doctrines· of b~s new -re­
ligion, such as he found it in the gospel of St. 
John, which alone he read and adopted. He 
held that there were thirty GOds, one half of 
which were male and the other female, from 
whose intercoul'l!e many were generated. These 
deities he called lEons, and from them the saviour 
of the world was formed and perfected, with all 
good gifts like the Pandora of Hesiod.t He 
admitted h~ was born of an· earthly virgin, but 
affirmed that he derived nothing from her, 
having merely passed directly from God, through 
a mortal body, as through a canal, bringing with 
him from heaven the very flesh in which he was 
clothed;~ yet he denied the res~tion of that 
same ftesb, ·asserting that another was formed 
for the same purpose, from another su.bstanoe. 
He divided the human race into three classes, 
spiritual, animal, and carnal; the first was al­
ready perfect, and to this clasli b~ and his diS­
ciples belonged, and were saved both body and 

• Tertul. Contr. Valent. eap. 3. t Epipb. Haerea, 3. 

f 'fertul. Aci.Yera. Val. c. 27, 

c 

o'9""''b,Google 
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soul. The second required abstin~, martyr­
doqa, and other sufferings from which his fol­
lowers were exempt, ~ arrive at the first state ; 
they then could save their souls which were 
. married to angels, but their bodies perished. 
Tbe third class was in a hopeless situation, and 
could not by any meritorious exertion or good 
. works emerge from it, or ob~ salvation for 
themselves. The practices of the V alentinians 
were conformable to the professions of men who 
held themselves exempt from the performance 
of aay good work. They said they rendered 
to each part of the human being its proper 
attribute ; to spirit, spiritual ; to the fiesh, fiesbly 
things. They therefore indulged in all carnal 
inclinations without restraint, eating idol-offer­
ings, aad partaking of other feasts of Gentile 
worship ; withdrawing· wives from their hus­
bands, and 'living with women as their sisters, 
till their pregnancy betrayed the illicit inter­
course, and declaring what was sinful in others, 
was to them harmless. " Thus,". said Irerueus, 
" they consider us, who fear to o~end God even 
in word or thought, as idiots~ and without 
knowledge ; but themselves, committing every 
odious and irreligious act, they esteem perfect 
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aod' the ~~ of election."• Contrary to the 
univenal usuage of the early Christian church, 
which wu accessible to all, and its ceremonies 
practised in the open day, the V alentiniaDI 
sought to cover their rites with coocealou:nt, 
like the Eleusinian mysteries ; they were pel':" 
formed in an interior room, in profound silence, 
with many doors and veils interposed betweea 
them and the pu~U~.t Valentinus, .Jike Ba­
silides, composed a gospel, containing circulb• 
stances of the infancy of Christ, and collectmg 
a number of apochryphal translations, wWch 
sustained his own opinions. He also wrote 
epistles ,.ad psalms, with C~QliDeptariea, whic~ 

he <ialled " wisdom ;" in ~' he affirmed tbat 
he wu wiser not only than the Presbyter~ of 
the church, bot than th~ apostles. themselves ; 
for that they mi:x:ed up things of the law with 
the words of Christ; but that he alone knew 
the pure uncorrupted and hidden mystery.;t: 

• 11 li).).r;& N soUt:l fW<1't:&pa. ICt:l.l t:&8£tlo 'Ttpt:&rrlf'Ovr£c' ~,.WI 
,IA11 a. Till f/Jw Toii ~toii t/W).purnf'&Oill ., fU'XI'C lwo4'11( 
x4l )#yw &p.a.Fa..c';, ICt:I.Ta.Tpl-x,ow••• ;, l8111T..,, ""' tm~Bo 
~IC«i""iiill" (q.IJTOIIC '8J t;'lf•~urr11 'I"EMIOUC tl'll'oXCIAoull'l"fC 

""' trtrtpp.a.Ta. ~~c--Iren. L. I. c:. 1. 
t Tertul. adv. Val. c:. 1. 
t lren~~a~, lib. 1U. c. .11. Tertul. de Fll!l. c:. 49. 
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From the school ()f V alentinus I'Oie . Bu­
pbrates, who founded the sect of the: O,l•ites. 
They held that wisdom ·was embodied in tlle· 
serpent; that that wisdom was Christ, who· 
tempted Eve with the ·knowledge of good and 
evil ; and that so knowledge was communicated 
to man. They professed to hold in detestation 
the God of the Jews, who, they said, envied the· 
Jruman . race. They not only worshipped the 
serpent in the abRtract, but for the celebration 
of their rites they nonrisbed a large one; and 
having erected an altar ~ver its den, they in-· 
duced it by the presentation of such things as it. 
was fond of, to .issue from its cavern, and glide 
over the altar, licking and. tasting the food; 
then ·rolling itself about the offering. of bread, it 
broke it in pieces, and presented with its moath 
portions of it to the bystanders, who used it as 
elements in the Eucharist; offered, as they 
affirmed by Christ, who had assumed the form 
of a serpent for that purpose. They then 
saluted him by kissing his mouth, and he re­
tired to his concealment."' This serpent-wonhip 
was not confined to sectaries of the Christian 
church. Alexander, a disciple of the school of 
Apollonius Tyanmus, about the same period, ex-

• AugaatiD de Heru. Eplpbaniua H-. 37. 

D•g""''b,Google 
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·posed a serpent for public adoration·; affirming 
1:hat he was tbe saul of Esculapius, who, by the 
prophecies of the Sybilline books, was again to 
appear in Bythinia. His fame and profit ·were 
.immense.in several countries of the east.• · It 
w-as thus. that Pagan, and Christian, labourilli 
. under the same aberrations of the human oiind, 
adopted the same impious extravagancies; and 
the purity of. the Gospel was mixed up and 

. polluted by the most debasing Gentile practices. 
That nothing might be wanting in this· early 

age to complete the dismal picture of the folly . 
. and depravity of the human mind, aad ·perverse 
·abuse of the sacred- Scriptures; there were· at 
:this time many seots who adopted for their ap­
·.peUations t.he names of persons mentioned in 
the Bible, some of whotn were only notorious 
for their wickedness, and some for the extrava­
gant follies they furnished those men . with a 
-pretext for practising. Prodicus, of the family 
of Carpocrates, founded the sec• of the-Adam­
ites. Their churches are represented as brothels, 
whe~ they resorted naked. They affirmed that 
.they thus restored -man to his primitive inno-

• Lucian, noticing this aect, says, that the impioua, the 
Christian, and the Epicurean, were excluded from its· mysteries. 
Lucian p3endomant. 
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cence and simplicity, and that when they assem­
bled together, they should meet in the same 
state as Adam end Eve in Paradise. They 
held, as doctrine, that the four elements were 
gods, and next" in power to the sun and moon. 
Another sect, called themselves Cainites, from 
their teneration for the character of Cain. 
They asserted that he was the offspring of a 
more powerful efficacy, and therefore su.bdaed 
Abel, .who was derived from a more weak and 
feeble origin. Others took the name of Judas 
Iscariot, and professed to hold his. character in 
the highest resp.ect. They alleged that Christ 
wished to subvert the truth, and it was there­
fore that he was given up by Judas to condign 
pUDishment.t Lastly, a sect of Sodomites was 
established on the same au.thority, who respected 
the opinions, and adopted the practises of those 
1criptural persons. Indeed it should appear, 
that to invert the ordinary notions of right and 
wrong, and so allow a latitude. to the moat. de-

. pra.ved inclinations, was the end of thOle secta­
rians;· and to invent any thing that would con­
follDd the received opinions of good and evil, 
and pollute the sacred source from whence they 

·• Epiphanlue HlllreL 52. Tertul. de Pnea. c.''~'· 
t Ibid. 
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were derived, was sufficient to establish a new 
sect, however impious in profession, or fiagitioUJ 
in practice. The opinions and actions of all 
those sectarians are so abhorrent from the gene-­
ral reason and feeling of mankind, that we 

should be inclined to doubt all the accounts of 
them, were they not handed down to. us by 
contemporaries, of unimpeachable veracity; who· 
had ample means of information; who are above. 
the sUJpicion of intending to deceive others; and. 
who could not be deceived themselves. They 
were eye--Witnesses, and ear. witnesses, and there-

• fore they only detail what they themselves saw 
and heard.• 

It would not accord with the design, or 
intended extent of this essay, to enter into more 
minute details of the shades of opinion which 
marked the varieties of these sects, or !() enu­
merate all the persons who promulgated tJtem. 
Besides those already mentioned, Chrerinthus, 

• Epiphanius ~lmowledges himself to have been a Gnostic 
in early life, seduced, as he saye with great candour and sim­
}Jlicity, by eome women. Ta'"?J 'Y"P '111 &,pc~;, xa1 aiii'O(· 
'll'fPlmiXOII' oywwc ii(Ji,poTaT?J TOA!A11 xaTC&a'lr~Z~IU ~,w.Sc 
;, T'!i llfs< ~fM'lll 'JAIIt~s< opcx,Bfl~f/.1 nnx,cpoVII• Lib. I. tom 2. 
c. 17. Jortin accuees Epiphanius of a propensity to scandal; 
but it il not to be believed that he would misrepresent wilfully 
what he had thus the means hu.lf of eeeing and hearing. 
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Cerdon, Miucian; and· others, were famous., and 
the instruments, particularly the latter, of ex­
tending those extravagant opinions from A~a. 
and Africa, into Europe .. Italy, and the west~rn 
parto; ·of the empire, had hitherto been infested 
with few heretical doctrines ; it was in the east 
only, the pregnant parent of every monstrous 
and absurd imagination, they originated; and 
to the congenial minds of the people they. were 

1 confined; but in the year 167, in the re~gn of. 
V Marcus Aurelius, certain of these .sectaries., 

availing themselves of the pretext of pe~ecu-
. . 

tions then carried , on, came fr~m Pontus., 
Egypt, and the eastern provinces, and obtrUded 
themselves among the Christians at Rome. 
With these came Marcian Ponticus,. and . Cer­
don. They were powerfully assisted by a woma~ 
named Marcellina, who, by her influence and 

. artifice, spread abroad the opinions of the sect, 
and gained so many proselytes, that they no 
longer. covered their mysteries with a veil, but 
openly professed and taught their doctrines.• 
St. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who happened 
at this time to be at Rome, recognised per­
sonally these men, and exposed their flagitious 

• Necdum 1ecrelum facinus sub eorde recluaum 
Passim wlgo loquentes. T-ert111. lib. Iii. 

-~~-------· 
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"Practices, with ·which he was well acquainted. • 
By his exhortation and reproof; many were 
reclaimed from the errors they inculcated, and 
even the leaders themselv5 requested to be 
admitted again into the church, from whence 
they had been excommunicated. Notwith­
standing this temporary semblance of contrition, 
they still continued to· maintain and propagate 
their doctrines, and were unfortunately so suc­
cessful, that multitudes of the orthodox eccle­
siastics themselves ~ere infected ; and the Geq­
tiles made no distinction between those who 
had embraced them, and those who had not; 
but included the whole Christian community in 
the censure, and reprobation which justly attach­
ed to these sectarians, who had now e'Xpanded 
themselves beyond the provincial limits to which 
they were at first confined ; and mingled with, 
and tainted every Christian community where-
ever the Gospel had extended itself. ' 

Whatever were the shades of difference by 
which they were distinguished from each other, 
as taught by a · particular leader, there were 
certain general dogmata in which all the sects 
seemed to agree : they look~ upon all other 
Christians, who interpreted the Scriptures in their 

• Euseblua from Irenlllua, lib. iv. c. 13. 
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plain . and obviolls sense, as simple; and weak; 
and affirmed, that they alone were capable of 
comprehending the true and occult meaning. 
Hence they denominated themselves, exclu­
sively, Gnostics, aa being the only Christians 
who had attained to true knowledge.• They 
generally founded their interpretation of Scrip­
ture on the opinions of Plato and Pythagoras, 
distorted by Egyptian and Asiatic fancies. They 
imagined that the rational soul was imprisoned 
in corrupt matter, contrary to the Supreme will: 
they expected from the general impresaions 
left by· the prophetic writings of the east, and 
from the supposed necessity of the circumstance, 

. that God would send some peJSon into the 
world to liberate the soul from this b.ondage, 
and instruct mankind more fully in the know­
ledge of his dealing with hu~an nature, and 
that Christ was that person : that when he 
came he did deliver mankind from the po~er 
of evil genii, or spirits, to which the world was 
subject, as well as the soul from the dominion 
of corrupt matter ; and they interpreted all the 
parts of Scripture, so as to accord with these 
notions. They h!lted the Jews and the books 

. of Moses, because they opposed their favourite 

• A Y"""''• ecientia, knowledge. Irenllelll. H~ c. .24. 
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opunon that ·the world was made by inferior 
angels. They taught that all evil resolved itself 
into matter ; they therefore treated the body 
with contempt, and denied its resurrection or 
reunion with the soul after its separation. They 
discouraged marriage, as a connexion of minds 
polluted by carnal feelings ; and they partook 
of sensual pleasures, with the grossest and most 
unrestrained indulgence, because they divested 
it of all sentiment or mental association. . But 
their most remarkable tenet was that malevolen~ 
spirits ruled the world, presided over all nature, 
and cauaed diseases and human sufferings; but 
that by knowledge and science, these spirits 
could be ·controlled, their power suspended, 
aad even their malevolence rendered subser­
vient to the use and service of man. This 
science they thought they had themselves ex­
clusively attained, and that it principally con­
sisted in the efiicacy of numbers, and certain 
mysterious hieroglyphics adopted from the 
Egyptians. HeQce they made systems of mo­
nads, triad.e, and decads ; and formed figures of 
Anubis, Serapis, and other idols. This com­
position _of certain abstruse words and myste­
rious figures, was engraved on ·gems and stones 
of~erent kinds and qualities; and they af-

o'9""''b,Google 
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fimled that whoever bore· one of the8e on hU. 
penon, was secured by it from . the particular 
evil it was made to guard againsL These . 
images and figures of different materials are 
mentioned by Ireru~us, and some of the mys~ 
rious words engraven on them are described 
and explained by contemporary historians. • 
They were called Amulets from their supposed 
efficacy in. allaying evil.t Amulets, against· 
disease, were formed of materials, having an 
imaginary connection with the distemper; 
red against all morbid affections of a fiery or 
febrile character, cbrystal or glass against those 
that were watery or dropsical, and so of others •. 
The immense number and variety of these Ta- . 
Jismans that have been, and are still found in 
many places very remote from each other, at· 
once attest the accuracy of the ecclesiastical 
historians who have described theBe sects and 
their opinions, and the great encouragement 
and reception thos'e opinions met with in diffe­
rent parts of the world. They are found not 

• Ireneua, Heres. c. 24. Hieron. c. ill, 1. 
t Amuletum quod malum amolitur. Some derive it from' 

amula,. a email ve .. el of luatral water, carried about by the 
Romao1. It ia a term uacd by Pliny; and the practice of DilDY 
such things waa univenal, oot only among the .Greekl 1111d 
Romana, llut the Egyptians and Orientals. · 
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only in the east where travellers procure them 
without much difficulty; but in the· WeRt they 
are continually dug up on the banks of the 
Rhine and Garonne, ~nd in different paris of 
Spain, Italy, and other western counties, where 
Marcian and the founders apd followers of the 
Gn01tic sects, distributed them ; proving, a8 
Montfaucon justly . observes, that no super­
stition was more widely spread or universally 
adopted, and affording a hope that by their 
means the more secret mysteries of those sec­
tarians may be elucidated.• 

To appreciate duly, the extent of this sect 
and their perverse fe2cundity of invention, it 
wi11 be only necessary to mention that Mont­
faucoil alone has given three hundred fac­
similes of gems, with different devic~ and in­
scriptions. Those that I propose to exhibit are 
not to be found either in .M.ontfaucon, or 
Kircher, or any other writer whom I have con­
sulted ; though many have that resemblance 

• Nulla unquam aupentldo latlue m1111.vlt, ut t.l lnJend. 
uumero lapillorum h~uemodi, qui quoddle eruuntur, arguere 
licet. Hll!c 1upentitio lati ~oenapta e.t per Oalliu, HilpBDiam, 
ltaliam, c:111teruque Europll! regions. Tot tantaque huJuemodi 
iudlet n tenebrla ernuntur, ut eperandum lit fore ut eonun ad­
minlculil HeretiCIII'Um veterum aecretiora m7aterla revelentur..­
Kontfaucon, Supplem. tom. U. ant. nplaD. 
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which at once establishes their similar origin. It 
. is to be presumed, therefore, that they are·new 

discoveries, and now, fot the first, time, pub­
lished. Many that are equally curious I have, 
with reluctance, rejected, not being able to 

ascertain that they belonged to the Gnostic 
heretics; though the singular combination of 
emblematic devices indicated that they were 
the invention of some other sect equally myste­
rious and extraordinary. 

In order that a clear view may be had of 
the subject, 1 shall endeavour to accompany 
each fac-simile with a reference of its device 
to the practices and opinions of the sect to 
which it is supposed to belong : I regret that,. 
notwithstanding the anticipation of Mont­
faucon, so much yet remains to be explained. 
I have hardly preaull\ed on any conjecture 
myself, where it has ·not been founded upon 
the already published opinions of learned men; 
where they are silent, or have declared their 
inability to elucidate an inscription or an em­
blem, I have scarcely ventured to attempt it. 

The first Gem here exhibited is in the· col­
lection of Viscount Strangford. . It is a beau­
tiful chrysophrase, and the execution of the 
sculpture superior to th~t found on most others, 

l 
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which is, in general, very rude, indicating a 
great decline of the arts, or great inexpert­
ness in the particular artist. It is of an oval 
form, convex on both sides, and both the sur­
face of the· stone and the impressions of the 
sculpture, highly polished.-No. 2. 

On one side is represented a right line 
crossed by three curved ones, a figure very 
common on Gnol!tic gem.s, but its meaning has 
not been ascertained. This is surrounded by 
the legend ABPACAS IA(t} words also of very com-
mon use, and which are to be found either by 
themselves, or accompanied by every variety of 
figure, but most particularly from those that 
have rays issuing from the head. The word 
Abrasax, sometimes spelled Abraxas, with a ~>· 

, slight transposition o( the letters, was the great 
mystery of the Gnostics, and bas been noticed 
and expounded by most of the contemporary 
Christian writers. Without quoting the parti­
cular passages from each, I shall give the sub-: 
stance of what they have all said on the subject. 
The supreme deity and omnipotent god of the 
Gnostics was the Abrasax, which contained 
within it the mystic number, 365. He it was 
that created the N!SC or intellectual mind, from 
whence proceeded the LOI'OC or word : from 
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the word emanated providence ; from provi­
dence, virtue and wisdom ; and from these 
principalities, powers and angels, who finalJy 
created the 365 heavens. '(.he least of all these 
was the Jehovah, or God of the Jews, the deity 
of the law and the prophets, whom they reject 
as a supreme divinity, but admit as a creating 
angel. Abrasax was the same as Meithras, the 
mn of the Gentiles ; both their names in Greek 
characters, representing the same number 365, 
the annual solar circle, and the de~ty of the 
sun himself. The mysteries of Meithras were 
accompanied by Christian ceremonies. - The 
novice was initiated by the rite of baptism, 
pouring water and making a sign en the fore­
head, and so it was considered an ablution 
which purified and cleansed from sin ; he then 
part~k of the eucharist of bread and wine. • 
They adored Christ under the form of the sun, 
which Meithras signifies and considered, that 

. the visible material luminary was himself. The 
identity of Abrasax and Meithras is evinced in 
the following table :-

• Irenmua, lib. i. c. 24. Tertul. de Prllller. Hieron. Com. in 
Am01o August, vol, viii. p. 6. Juatin Martyr, Apol. pro. Christ. 2. 
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A 1 M 40 
B 2 E ·5 
p 100 I 10 
A 1 ~ 9 

.C . 200 p 100 
A 1 A 1 
!I 60 c . 200 

365 365 

The word IAAJ, in a variety of modifications, 
is also found on most of the gems of the 
Gnostics; and next to Abrasax, seems to have 
been the most portentous and mysterious. It is 
generally supposed to be a corruption of the 
tetragrammaton nm•, or Jehovah, that name of 
four letters to which the Jews attached so awful 
an importance, and in which Christians have 
discerned the elements of the trinity. I shall 
venture, however, to suggest another meaning. 
lrenmus gives the following form of initiation 
into the mysteries of the sect:-" Some," said 
he, " express their redemption, and introduce . 
the secret name which Jesus of Nazareth as· 
sumed, in thio; mann~r, ' Messia ouraphen na­
mempsaiman Chaldaian motomedaea akphraina 
psaioua Jesou Nazaria,' the. interpretation of 
which is, 'I do not sep~rate the spirit, the heart, 

-
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the super-celestial and compassionate power. I 
'will enjoy thy name, Saviour of truth.' When 
the initiators have thus spoken, th.e initiated re­

plies, ' I have been confirmed, and I redeem my 
soul from this lEon, and from all that shall pro­
ceed from it in the name ofiAw.' "• Here seems 
a strong affirmation of, and allusion to the name, 
by which the divine character of Christ was 
expressed; as if the A(A) was intended to be the 
alpha and omega of the Revelations, and the 
characters IAAI stood for Jesus the "RedeeJner, 
the first and the last." An interpretation so o~ 
thodox, some of the early fathers, or the later 
ecclesiastical writers who represent these secta­
rians, and justly, perhaps, in such odious colours, 
would not be disposed to admit; yet I see no 
reason why they might not on this occasion as 

• I eubjoiD the original of this 1:nrioUI passage : lJ.Mo• at 
•GW'11 .,;jr Akpt»a"n' 1-r:w-yoiirrw ollTa~~, -r& Zrof'C' -r~ clft!UX­
f'lfA~ 3 ln8w~Z-ro 'lfrroii~ N*~~~~ :1'0[14 -r& .n;, UT~Ztr­
<rGWeOi(' fAftrtrM& wpa4>& 111Zf4ff4~f'O xaMCUIZI' f4GTG ~a 
czx4'pt~.1llfl,l "'I.UGIII& l'}trOV N~tZpfiZ" x.aJ 'rGVTMll ae lp,.~n•a 
" J N " ~ • - I. " , " EfTT'f TU.IIT\'j OU aWUp&J 'rQ 'lniEUf""> T'Jll Xl&pa•t~.Y1 IUZI 'r'Jll U7tff 

oupar<Oll 8rf!11Zf1.111 n!11 :IKT1pfi.0111Z" :llalfl.fll -roii tliG!M¥TO~ ITOV 

rrMn!p lJ.>..~9£it.4". Kaf TaiiTa ,.,.,,. 1'1t1Af1oV<m g, llvro• T£Aoiir 

'rf'" S& -rnt'A£trf1.tllo, lJ.wow.p•11ha•. 'E~p•')'fl.tu x.aJ AI'Avrpti 
fM" ~ ~ ,..tv /J.wo ToV ~161110; TOVTOV x.aJ 'lri/.IIT/;11 T;;, 

•'¥' &vrov lr Tf wo,d.T• TGU IAa~.-Inm. Jib. IL c. 13. 
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they did on others, mix up some truth. with 
much f~sehood. The interpretation is coun­
tenanoed by the circumstance, that the first 
Christian Byzantine emperors, a little after,placed 
the AtJJ on their coins, in characters exactly 
formed after the letters of the gems, and in the 
same sense as I have ventured to give them. 

In a gem given by Kircher, with•the similar 
figure of a serpent accompanying ~e legend, is 
the word XN DTMICPI, which he affirms is a name 
for Christ, indicating it by the sauae equiyalent 
characters in numbers, as ABPACAJi indicated 
God.• 

X 600 X 600 
N 50 p 100 
0 70 I 10 
T 400 c 200 
M 40 T 300 
I 10 0 70 
c 200 c 200 
p 100 

10 1480 

1480 

The recognition of the Saviour by numeral 
transposition is another presumption that it was 

• Kircher, Mqia. Hieroglypb. tom. II. cap. vii. cla11. xvi. 
p. 469. 
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done so by less occult characters ; and the as­
similation of these sectarians in some instances 
to the pure spirit of Christianity, migbt have 
been among the principal causes, why the whole 
of the Christian church was at this time iden· 
tified with them, and 11uffered the obloquy at· 1 

tached to their character, and the punishment 1 

d11e to their offences. 
On the other face of this gem is represented 

a aerpent, coiled into a knot, surmounted with 
a lion's head and mane, having rays issuing 
from the head. The serpent was uuiversally 
adopted, not only by the Greek and Roman, 
but by the oriental and Egyptian Gentiles. By 
the first it was consecrated to E'!Culapius, who 
was worshipped at Epidaurus under that form ;• 
and on sundry coins and sculptured remains, 
the aerpent is seen twining round a staff, with 
a legend l:OTHP, or the Savionr; by the latter 
it was one of the numerous emblems to repre­
sent the sun, and it was called AI'A80AAIMON, 

or the good genius. .lElius Lampridius, in 
speaking of the Emperor Heliogabalus, ·says, 
that " be kept at Rome serpents, that were 
called their go«>P demQns by the Egyptians. "t 

• PliDJ, Ub. :uiL c:. f. Pauaniua, Ub. i. c. iS. 
t Emt101 Draconea Rom• habuit qu01 llll Agathodmmonrs 

.oe&llt. 
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Hence this reptile was adopted by the Gnostics : 
one of their sects is known to have worshipped 
it, and to have been called Ophites from the 
name of their deity, as we have already seen ; 
and it is to be found in every form and modi­
fication on their gems, either by itself, or at­
tached to other bodies ; and the .members o£ 
other bodies frequently attached to it. Here 
we ·see the head of a lion. The lion was the 
emblem of the tribe of Judah,_conferred upon 
him by his father, and indicated that strength 
and superiority which Jacob had predicted. 
should be attached to it.• The Jews also in 
the superstitious Cabala found many reasons 
why Adam imposed the name :"MN; arieh, on 
that. animal, which resolves itself into a number 
of terrific properties which characterize it.t 
The Gnostics adopted it therefore as a mystic 
emblem, and represented under its form Christ, 
the rays issuing from its head indicating his 
divinity. Thus, then, in this first gem, appear 
to be combined the fundamental doctrines of 
Christiamty, mixed up and confounded with the 
absurd and extravagant fictions of heathen su­
perstition. 

• Gen. cap. zl. b:. ver, 8, 9. 
t Kircher, <Edip. Egypt. tom. ii. c!ISI. ii. cap. 2. p. 57 • 

. El.Lamp. 



46 AN BSIAY ON SOME ANCIEJIIT 

The indent.incation of Christ with the ser­
pent seems to be evident from the gem which 
follows. The Ophites were known to maintain, 
that the person of one ·was embodied in that of 
the other ; and they even preferred the ser­
pentine form, becau.se1 as they asserted,. he had 

/ the knowledge of good and evil. • That it was 
in virtue of this p:rerogative, ~oses set np the 
brazen serpent, in order that all who looked on 
it might recover their health; and that Christ 
merely imitated this power, when be said that 
as Moses lifted up the serpent, so should the 
eon of man be exalted. The sculpture on the 
gem seems to represent this. On one face are 
~erpeDts twining round posts fixed in the gronnd, 
intimating the brazen one erected by Moses; 
between them is a cup of health or sah·ation, 
out of which they are stretching to drink, ac-­
companied by two stars, usual emblems of 
divinity on the coins of that period : behind are 
serpents in the form of bows. On the other 
face are two large serpents at each end, inclu­
ding between them two naked figures on horse­
back, having crowns ; one trampling on a dead 
body, and the other beside one, apparently ex­
postulating with him : between is the figme of a 

• TheodDret. Hena. Fab. lib. i. Tertul, de pr- cap. (7. 

o'9""''b,Google 
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ma.D on his knees, and behind are guardS ; above 
are emblems of the sun and moon, accompanied 
by stars. The allusion of all this to the sanative ~ 
effects of the serpent raised in the wilderness ; 
death and the other figure on horseback, the 
crown, the bow, the dead, the sun, moon, and 
falling stars mentioned in Exodus and Revela­
tion, • are so 11triking aa not to be mistaken ; 
while the dog, the beetle, the ibis, and other 
Egyptian emblems, afford a curious display of 
that my~>terious mixture of Christianity and 
Heathenism ~n· which those sectarians delighted. 
In the gem which follows is also the figure of a 
serpent having the legend 1Alt1 CABA~J, for sa­
baoth, round it ; and ~n the other face the 
word MOl'CH, for Moses, which confirms the 
allusion of the former.t-No. 3. 4. 

Sometimes the serpent was placed by itself, 
unaccompanied by any . other emblematical 
figure. It is then generally represented, either 
as a circle, ·.or an ellipse, holding its tail in its 
mouth. This appears to have been the common 
emblem of eternity, as having no end; and also 

• Numbers, cb. xxi. Rev. ch. vi. 
t Montfaucon, Antiq. Expli. tom. ii. part ii. plate clvi. 

These Gems alone I have borrewed from Montfaucon to illustrate 
the former. 
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the Egyptian representation .of the solar cird 
the year revolving into itsel£ The ooe her 
exhibited is in the collection of VisCount Sb'ang 
ford ; it is made of an agate, of the size repre 
aented in the file-simile, and . nnusually large 
On one face is a serpent forining a ring~ ami 
oootainiug inside it a long ir.scription IRU'I'Ounded 
by mysterious characters. The inscription con­
sists entirely of vowels, among which the word 
1Al&1 appean in various transpositions. On the 
other face are similar strange characters, of a 
very occult and barbarous appearance, sunuund· 
ing also an inscription of vowels, involved and 
mixed together; the whole encircled, not by a 
serpent, but by a ring .of letters. This gem j; 

remarkably and satisfactorily illustrated by a 
p8888.ge of lreneus. The vowels were held in 

'\ high estimation by the Gnostics; their number 
.even they imagined had the powers of the seven 
virtues in animating the world, and was the soul 
of all we see, and represented the seven celestial 
abodes. The fust heaven emits the &ound of.~, 
the next of E, the third of H, the fourth and 
midst of the seven heavens enunciated the letter 
r, the fifth o, the sixth T, and the seventh and 
fourth from the centre proclaims the letter o. · 
But when these powers are involved and mixed 1 

I 

i 
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together, they resout•d-and glorify him by whom 
they tl'ere projected ;~ and the glory of the 
sound is sent to the original father, and then 
home to the earth to become that which moulds 
and produces every thing upon it." It should 
appear from this strange and mystic . passage; 
that ~ amulet so-constructed with the · seven 
vowels . mingled together, had a mysterious 
power of extraordinary efficacy. · There is none 
of .this structure at all noticed either-in Kitcber 
or MQntfaucon.-No. 5. ' 

The next class is that where the serpent 
forms a part of some other figure. The fac­
simile her-e given represents it as forming ,the 
legs of a human body, surmounted with a cock's 
head .. The gem from which it i~ copied, is a 
blood-stone in· the collection ofViscount Strang­
ford, who has others of the same kind; and indeed 
it so .frequently occurs as a Gnostic emblem, that 
it seems to have been considered as a represen­
tation of the God of the Christians, and as we 

shall see was placed on the coins of the Roman 
emperors as the image of Christianity. The 
cock in Greek and Roman mythology was the 

• "A•Tmt!N>«p.u; Spoii t~~~'' rr&viiJ ;,, tiM~?. .. , •up7r'Aiu<a•vaJ, 
~x.ouo-• "'" a.; .. rouv .. ox~~>o• iit' ou "F'IIA~6~v..,, x. ,.. •.-Iren. 
lib. i. cap. x. sect. x. 

D 
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bird sacred to the silO and moo.o, and_ this opinion 
was introduced by Pythagoiae who had studied 
for twenty years in Egypt, and leat"ued the 
mysteries of the priests. In the fourteenth· sym· 
bol he directs that the cock should be nourished, 
not sacrificed, for it was sacred to the suo and 
moon. The vigilance and announcement of 
the approach of the sun by. this bird,· intimated 
a connection, and the comb and gills· suggested 

a fanciful resemblance of rays isslliog from the 
head. In one hand he holds a scourge as 
urging on the steeds, and in the other a shield 
as repraentiog the disk. The cock was also de­
dicated to Mars, and in 1t0me Gems the head 
is surmounted by that warrior issuing from it, 
indicatiQ8 that be was the deity intended. These 
figures are accompanied by a variety of legends, 
&ametimes the names of the. seven angels who 
were sup~· to have created the world, and 
sometimes IA(&JAHA, which is interpreted "the 
angel of the Lofd." In the Gem here exhibited 
the mystic word IAt.J is seeo between the serpent­
like feet. On the opposite face are the seven 
vowels, forming the elements of a fig·ure which 
obtained great celebrity for its supposed efficacy. 
By dropping a Jetter in each succeeding word, 
at very repetition of the· vowels, 1;1n equilateral 
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triangle or cone is formed,. to w hicll they atr 
nexed potent medical virtues. This secret the 
Gnostics wrapped up in the letters of tlreir in­
scription ; but Quia tuB SerenQI Sam()O~, a 
learned physician of the school of Basilidee, wu 
more explicit. • He coostmcted. from it· his cele-/ 
brated Amulet ·of Abracadabra agaimt Tel'dan 
Ague, and gives directions for formiQs it by 
abstracting a. letter from. every line, 

Donee in augtlltum redlgatur litera connm. 

The elem~~ts of this abracadabra. I have 
only met on the Gem here given, nor is it to be 
found in Mootfaucon, Kircher, or any other 
writer whom I have consulted.-No. :i.t 

A F. H·l 0 Y W 
EHIOYW 
HI 0 Y W 

I 0 Y W 
OYW 
YW 
.w 

ABPACADA.BPA 
BPACA.DABPA. 
PACADABPA 
ACADABPA 
CADABPA 

kDABPA 
DABPA 
A.BPA 

BPA. 
. p A 

A. 

A second figure of this kind, also in the col· 

• Seren.na Samollicua Uyed in the mp ot Gordiaa, and "• 
.... A. •A Gerdlan junior. He wu killed lllo111 with many other• 

··"'• left IIIIIIUf dlncdou lor 111iJtr thew Gem1o 
- t of the e11pwr them U't two aWIIbeno 11. 
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lection of Vi'iCount Strangford; is here exhibited; 
it is sculptured on a blood stone. Instead of 
a shield it holds in its left hand .a serpent, lUld 
instead of the IAtv between the feet, there is sus­
pended a triangle and a circle, in each of which 
many mystic allusions were enclosed. By the 
triangle, in general, the triple emanation of the 
Deity was indicated ; by the equilateral his 
process through the corporeal world ; by the 
lsoceles through the starry ; and by the Sca­
Ienum with unequal sides, the various elemen­
tary mutations. By the circle was expressed 
the simple undivided nature of God, in which 
all things were included and identified ; and it 
was held a most sacred emblem for its various 
extraordinary properties, both by Greeks and 
Egyptians, and hence adopted by the Gnostics. 
Round the figure is the imperfect legend HHHMr. 

The )etters H are supposed, by Scaliger, to be 
a r£>petition of the correspondent Hebrew ;,, 
and a contraction of the tetragrammatom nm•, 
or name for Jehovah,• and the letters Mr for 
MEfA:t, and so the inscription would imply " the 
great God." On the opposite face are the letters 

lor medical purposes, tying them with catskin, and mixing the 
eoloura-

Coralium atq : crocum corio connectite feli.&, 
Ne dubites illic virides miscere amaragdo. 

• Scallger, Epiwt. ad Vazet. 
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COYMAPTA CMAPBACKAPBA, and other character& 
which are very rude and imperfect. The first 
word formed is soum~rta, which _frequently pc­

curs, and is Sltpposed to be the name of one of 
the 365 angels in Gnostic· mythology. In the 
others, it seem.s joined to the abrasax, transposed 
and twice repeated.-No. 6. 

· . I shall mention ·another of ibis device, 
rendered still more curiQus . from the circum­
sta_nces connected with it, which 'were ·commu­
nicated to me by Colonel' Belford, ·in whose 
posseuion the Gem now is, and who had it from 
his· father. Immediately· after the battle· of 
Culloden,. 'the ·baggage of Prince Charles. Ed­
ward feU into the banda-of the Duke· of Cum:.. 
b~rland'll ·army, and many· private and curious 
articles in his cabinet catoe· into the possession 
of the ·Iat~ General Belford, who·took it: Among 
the r~t was a stone set· in silver attached to a 
ring\\' hie h. (>roved to be a Gnostic amulet; It is 
highly ·probable that· the superstitious prince . 
had ·obtained it on the continent, as a charm, 
and carried it as a protection · in the hazardous 
enterprise in which he was engaged. It is a 

~lood-stone : · ob. one face is the figtue :re4 
d on the former; h~ving the serpentine 

d both to the same side as the shield, and: 
form. evidently·threate.ning hostility, 
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a position and expressiea wbicla is very anasuaJ, 
and which occun bot onee in fac...siiiJiiles of 
Kircher and Mootfaucon. In this attitude of 
Di"euce it represcoted, :oot the san, bat JdaJS; 

and so 9ftJDI an appropriate emblem JOr the 
GCC&tion.on wlaicb it was used. Beside the figme 
is the inscription lAt./. On the otber face iB a 
female naked figme, probably Isis, with the in­
ICI'ipboa .&TI TL-No. 7. 

The nest belongs to cltat~lass called ,_ f'¥'1'•· 
or those with ·hawks' beads. The hawk, aceord­
iug to Ensebias, was a11other emblem of the 
son; and the Egyptian d~ity, Osiris, is oftea 
represented with the head of that bird. Among 
the Gn011tic remains it was pla:ced on a \'ariety 
ef figurea. Here it is set on a m~ with wings, 
and from the ioACription he appears to be in· 
tended for an angel ; and that angel Michael, 
laaving the legend MIXAHA over his head. He 
holds in his hands two implements, which haTe 
the forma of triangles, similar to one held i 
tbe hand of Iaia, in the Egyptian planetarium, 
where abe ia represented aR the earth. On the 
opposite face are the words ~VNAMrE MfXARA, 

" the might or power o'f ichael." These c~ 
cumatances seem to allud t the extraordinary 
powen aDd function• 1f r d on aov · · 
the dUferent Onoatk r 
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dowriwardi. They all held, as 1re h"ve seen, 
that angels were the fabricaton or architects of 
the uaiverse, aad Cherinthua affirmed they were 
superior to Christ himaelf; and this opiliion was 
so early .entertained, that the apa~tle .Paul 
thought it necessary to warn the ColOIIIiaal 
againat the sed.uctioas of thoae who " came in 
the religion of the. angela,''• ~aating, as Tenul· 
lian says, " that the angels were the art.Uiceis 
of nature."t They further said, as Theodoret 
affir~ that the law was. given by. them, and 
no.One~ad.ao<iesl.to G~ ex~t through them.: 
Hence we fiad, oJi the Gnostic gem, ~e name. 
of n~ben of ~ ugels. On one are those 
of MichaiU, Gabriel, Uriel, Raphai;I, Ananael, 
Pioeorael, and ChabaaeJ, who, accordi~g to the 
Egyptians, governed the sevendaya in tht week, 
and the seven planets; and who, according to 
Saturninua, were the. seven angels who made 
the world, and governed it each in succession 
for thre.e huudred yean. ·Besides those names 
which are found in Scripture, they invented 
a multitude of others which are also met with 
on ~eir gems. But the chief and most highly 
venerated was Michael, the archangel; in~ 

• Epilt. to Col011. eh. x. Yer, 18. 
t Tertul. cle Pre1o c:. 48. l Theod. Ep. IlL CoL 
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much so, .that Oratories were erected to him in 
Asia Minor, where divine hononrs weie paid to 
·him. Nor was it .confuied to him alone, but 
some of the ancient churches at this day attest 
the high respect paid to angels. · In the city of 
Nicam, the only remaining edifice of that for­
merly magnificent town, is a very ancient Chris­
tian cliurch. It appeared to me from an inscrip­
tion in the Narthex, to have been repaired by · 
Cooatantine·when be held there the'celebrated 
oouncil. · The outside is · still· more recent, and 
fitted up in· a modern way·; but the bOdy of the 

. church; particularly the roof, bean ·marks of 
great antiquity . . The ceiliilg· is ·arched, and 
cavered with figures· in Mosaic,· among wliieh 
are ntany angels, distinguished by the. inacrip­
tiooa · fJiiOTCifKTPiafmc . APXfATNAMIC. The 
last .appellation no doubt had the same refe­
rence as the ATNAYIC MIXAHA of the Gem • ..:.. 
No.8. 

The Gem which follows belongs to the 
class of ~" or those with dog's beads. · · It 
is in the collection of Viaoount Strangford. The 
stone is basalt, and smaller than usual. It re­
presents figures on both faces, which very...,;_ 
quentJy occur on the Gnostic remains. The 
first is the Egyptian deity, Anubis, who was 

o'9""''b,Google 
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worshipped with a dog's head in a variety of 
forms, and his name inscribed on a number of 
different figures, which have .no apparent CGn­
nectioo with a dog. He was the keeper of the 
temples, and' the --guardian of the great princi­
ples' of ·hear, humidity, ·and' frecuodity. He 
·was · sometimes designated · by the · symbol· of 
Capritornus,-wh6se goat's horns represented the 
rays of heat; and whose· &by tail implied uioie­
ture. In an ancient sculpture given by Mont­
faucon, he is depicted with his foot on a croco­
dile, surmounted with a star ; intimating his 
connection with the Nile; and with the coDsteJ­
lation of Syrius. - He was therefore considered 
as · the· symbol 'of the Nile's fertility, which 
begins to swell when the dog-star rises. ·He 
wa.i also supposed to keep guard at the tropics, 
and -to prevent the suo from passing· beyond 
them. His worship. was so celebrated, 'that a_ 
city was built in Egypt, and dedicated to his 
divinity, and called after. him Cyoopolis. NOI' 
was his worship corifioed to that country : he 
was- considered by the Greeks and Ro~s the 
·same as Mercury, and is therefore :Called by 
Plutarch Hermaoubis. He is for this .reason 

r 

represented with the symbol~;-.~- as .performing 
the functions of Mercury, holding a caduceus, 

o3 ' 

o'9""''b,Google 
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with a torch. He is here depicted sitting, ~ 
if resting from his active labours. He has all 
the aymbols of Mercury about him ; his winged 
cap and buskins, and his cadoceos; bot what 
particularly ·distinguishes bim ·is his three legs, 
ClDe of which is without a winged · bo.skio, indi­
cating that it belongs to his other form. Three 
h.ead.t are frequent embJematic representations, 
but this is the only· figure I have met with 
baving three legs. Folgen.tius says ·that legs 
were· under the particular guardianship of Mer­
cuiy.• He is here identified with Anubis, by 
the initial letters AN in the legend.-No. 10. 

Tbenext ie a representation of Anubis and Mer­
cury united, and exhibited together in the same 
body under a double form. The Gem is a blood 
stone in the collection of Viscount Strangford. It 
iK deeply cut, gives an impression in very bold 
relief, and the sculpture is. superior to ~e usual 
style of the Gooetic arti&ts. The figure is repre­
sented sitting, having the lower· part of his·body 
and limbe that of a dog, and the upper that 
of a ~ with two heads. In one hand he 
holds a caduceus, the ·symbol of Mercury; in 
the other a club, the symbol of Anubis, with 
which he wu sometimes furnished as the guar-

• Pulgendu• Plac. Jib. iii. 



COINS, )1.6DALS1 AND GEllliJ. 61 

dian of Iais. and Osiris.· On the o.pposite face 
are the letters CAABAAAxAMBPH • ...;.No. 11. 

The Gem which follows is a representation o.f 
Jupite~, according to the unmixed mythology of 
the Greeks. and Rom.ans. It is in my ooJJecrion ; 
the sculpture is rude, and. the stone is chalcedony. 
It appears that they placed among their in-

. fluential beings, the gods of Greece and Rome, 
as wen as those ·of Egypt, and· mixed with them 
scriptural names. On this stone the figure is 
armed with a. spear and shield in one haod, and 
in the other he holds a victory, common on the 
coins of that period: beneath are the eagle and 
thunderbolt, the exclusive symbols of Jupiter. 
We have seen that Simon Magus was repre­
sented by his disciples under the form of this 
god, and it is highly probable that this Gem 
was fabricated by his particular followers. 
Montfaucon gives one or two with a similar 
figure ~n different attitudes, one in a sitting 
p<lsition with the legend ZVPP IDOR ;• but it does 
not seem to have }>een a frequent representa­
tion, at least but few have come down to us. 

• He reaclll this backwards, and supposes it was RODIPPVZ, 
the name or the artist who made it, or the person Cor whom it wa 
made; but it Ia clearly inteRded Cor Jupiter, such barbal'OIU.and 
incorrect orthography being characteristic oC GI!OStie •~Pture· 

.. 
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The lleCt of Si'lllOD, u they were the earliest, 110 

probably they were the fewest in number, and 
wae sopeneded by otllen who adopted difFerent 
devices. On the opposite side is a Yery curioos 
iD&eiiptiou, and the only one existing, I belieYe, 
jOund in that form. The letten are arranged 
so as to represent the con of a eerpent; and , 
though the figure of the reptile is omitted his 
image is preserved in the inscription, which is 
as follows: ZABBPBBBEPBIBACACIPACIPBPIHI8-

CBIIBCIAAK.-No. Ill. 
The Gem which follows is a beautiful one 

in the collection of Vi9COunt Strangford. It is 
scnlptwed in a superior manner, on an ame­
thyst, highly convex on both sides, and repre-­
sents an anp;el guiding a crocodile with two 

beads. The crocodile, like sundry other animals, 
was converted by the Egyptians into an emblem 
to represent the sun ; and this arose, perhaps, 
from the fanciful idea, that the animal has 865 
teeth, the number of days in the year, and so 
indicating a solar revolution. • Eosebins de­
scribes the manner in which the Egyptians dis­
played this imaginary connection. A figure of 
the sun was placed in a boat, which was carried 

• Th11 waa the opinion ot Achilles Tatius, a Greek writer of 
the thlnl eimtnry. 
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on tbe back of a croeodile. The bead and tail of 
the airianal alao intimated the east and west, the 
extiemities of the sttri's courses. In an lEgypiian 
idOl given by Montt"ancon, an tmage whic'h 'he 
flopp<>Ses to be Osiris, is standing on two croco­
diles, whos~ heads are turned in these diB'erent 
directions. It was further supposed, that during 
the feast of Apis the crocodile never injored, 
and that it so respected the papyrus,· that those 
litho sailed in a boat of that substance were safe 
from its attacks. From these circumstances the 
crocodile was held in high respect ; some were 
kept as sacred, and buried in the labyrinth, and 
a city was built in honour of them, called the 
city of ~rocodiles. In the Gem annexed the 
crOcodile has two heads, neither of which natu­
rally belongs to it ; one is that of a hawk which 
we have seen was al80 a bird representing tbe 
sU'D. The winged figure on its back, with a 
similar. head, see01s one of the Gnostic angels; 
the architects· of the universe, directing the solar 
cou~, and so guiding the world. On tl!e op­
poSite fl"gute is the inscription IAPBAftA J'PAMNH 

•IHt.JXNH DiU.-No. 13. 
The Gem which follows is of an unusual 

form. It is a corneliao, and in my collection. 
The scarabaeus, or ~tie, is k11own to have 



I 
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·been among the comiJ)onest emblems of Egyp­
tian hieroglyphics, a representation of the solar 
:influence in the sidereal, and of the regal power 
in the political system. · It is found in all their 
pillars, sarcophagi, and other remains of ancient 
art, and the enormous beetle seen in the British 
· Musreum is a proof of the respect in which they 
held· the· form, by the immense siZe in w~ich 
they represented it. It is consequently found 
on the Gems of the Gnostics, with different 
figures and inscriptions accompanying it. On 
one is .the word +PH,. the ·cop tic name for sun ; 
on another is a beetle, with Isis on the opposite 
side, holding in her arms two children, the em­
blem of maternal frecundity. On the Gem here 
presented the insect is not cut on the .stone, 
but the stone is formed into the shape of·the 
insect ; and on the convex back is represented 
Isis; or the Egyptian Ceres reclined beside the 
.Nile, with two vases of Egyptian corn; the em­
blem of vegetable frecundity, naturalJy expressed 
by symbols of the sun's · rays and· the Nile: 
from the. head issues the lotus, and in one hand 
is held a Niloineter,• and in the other a vase of 

• Perhaps a spade. . It .is the uact form of tbit agrl• "' • 
instrUment as used at thla day In the East. A poi n 
with a Step in the hMulle OYCf it (or· the foot tO prd! 0 
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com. An amulet of Isis was held iD great 
sanctity : the wearer hoped to obtain by it, ac­
cording to Kircher, every thing that related to 

~he earth, as fertilized by the Nile-an abund­
ance of earthly goods. This stone is without an 
in8cription.-No. 14. 

The one that follows is also without an in­
scription. It is a Rosso antico, and iD my col­
lection. It represents the union of two personi, 
for whose protection and-happiness the amnlet 
was intended; and consists of real and emble· 
matic figures. The first are designated by two 
heads or busts, one of a male, and the other· of 
a female: Beside them are peace, with her olive­
branch, holding up a garland, and plenty, with 
her comueopi~e. Between them is the figure of 
a lion, indicating here the Constellation Leo, 
during· whose ascendant, and under whose in­
fluence the happy union took place. •-No.la. 

Tbe two which follow are probably medical 
amulets.· The _fir&t ·is engraved on a convex 
piece of schist, in a very rude and inexpert 
manner; it is in the collection of Dr. Adam 
Clarke. It represents an ibis standing beside 

• I ibould not include this in the present collection, but I 
have seen· &e'feral with similar figurea which are accompanied b;, 
undoubted G noslic chal'll(;ten. · 



00 ANEUAYONSOMEAN~RNT 

an altar, surmounted with coarse and unintt~ 
ligible characters : below it the well known IAIL'. 

The ibis, which is seen in all Egyptian scoJp­
tures, was held in high veneration by the people, 
insomuch so that it was made a capital oB'ena 
to kill it, and it was always avenged by the 
death of the perpetrator, even though the act 

was not intentional. • A111-ong the causes as­
signed for this veneration, some are fanciful and 
some are real. When it rested with its head 
under im wi.Dg, it was supposed tn resemble a 
human heart ;t it rendered · essential service 
by destroying serpents and other noxious rep­
tiles engendered in the mud of the Nile, and 
so it ~as among the benefactors of Egypt, and 
is usaally represented. with a serpent at its beak; 
it was peculiar to the soil and ·climate, and 
when removed elsewhere, it pined and. died. 
Hence it was worshipped with dbine honours, 
and its head was placed on different Egyptian 
deities, particularly on Isis, who presided over the 
Nile.t Among the benefits conferred by it on 
mankind was one veay singular ; it was supposed 
to administer to itself an injection, whenever 
nature pointed out its necessity ; and the pecu-

• Herodot. Euterpe. eap. 81. t JEUu. Hiat • .Anlm.llb: L c. 29. 
l Clem. Ales:aud. Strom. "'· p. 6'71. 
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liar shape of the bird, with its long curved beak, 
was favourable to the operation, and hence the 
salutary practice was taught to man. For all 
lhese qualities, it was adopted by the Gnostics 
a.<J oDe: of the emblematic figures ; and the amu­
let of the ibis ·was used in different diseases, 
particulafty againat affections of the head, •­
No.l6. 

The next is a comelian in the collection of 
Viscooat Strangfotd. It represents, well sculp­
tured, a combination of three heads ; that of an 
elephant. joined to human faces. The elephan• 
tiasis was at this period a very loathaome and 
mortal-distemper. It was ao ·called, beeaose the 
limbs swelled into shapeless masses, divided by 
contracted rings 1 and the body, bat particularly 
the face, were covered with blotches and papule 
like tb01e of the elephant. Quintus Serenus, 
the Baailidian physician, who describes the 
disetue, also prescribes the cure, which he says 
is the juice of the bark of the cedar-tree.t In 
Moatfaocon is given a Gem, represebtiug an 

• Kirch. t. c. 4. p. 871. 
t Eet Elephu morbu.e trilti quoque nomiDe diru1, 

Non solum turpaua in&ndia ora papilli1, 
Sed cita pnedpitans funesto fata veneno ; 
Hulc erit advenu.e cedrl de cortice 1aecua, 
Varios de ungere &ontes,-

"'tciem-Sic redde saiutel'.lo 

o'9""''b,Google 
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elephAnt approaching a tree, supposed to bt 
intended for a cedar. He gives another of a 
man holding an elephant's head in his hands; 
and it is well known, that touching a represen­
tation baviog any suppoSed connection with tht 
ailment, WRS formerly a general mode of cure. 
Hali Ebn Rodan, an Arabian physician,· bad a 
scorpion engraved on his ring, which cured by a 
touch every person .bi-tten. • In the Gem. here 
presented is the head of an ·elephant, holding in 
his proboscis the branch of a tree, whose foliage 
exacdy resembles that of a cedar, which seems 
tn allude to the disease and mode of ·cure ; and 
the faces annexed are intended to represent 
those of the patient, when diseased, and when 
cured of the remedy.-No'. 17. 

The last I shall mention is one which seems 
to be· highly characteristic of the' Gnoiltic.sects, 
as they were depicted by contemporary wai~rs. 
It is a eomelian7 but in the form of a seal-ring, 
and probably worn as such. It js in the collec­
tion of Dr. Adam Clarke; and was obtained 
by him from a soldier who brought it from 
Egypt, on the return of the English army" from 
that country. The surface is covered with 
Gnostic figures and characters, interspersed with 

• Scaliger. Ep. ad Vuet. 
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priapi, phalli, and other emblems, which I do 
not undertake to explain •. It is, however, a 
highly valuable relique, as confirming all the 
Christian historians have written on the ob­
cenity of these impure and mysterious Chri&.­
tians, who in the words of the Apostle, "crept 
in unawares, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness. •-No. 18. 

Besides these gems which I have here exhi­
bited, there is an infinite variety of others, in 
which not ouly· the figures and inscriptions here 
given are altered and varied in different ways; so 
as to afford a general resemblance, and indicate 
that they .all belong to the same class, and have 
originated jn the same superstitions; but new 
ones of other devices occur, mingling toge­
ther Grecian, Egyptian, and Chri~>tian em~ 

blems and inscriptions. Sphinxes and apes with 
deities ·of Greece and Rome, having for legenda 
words taken from the Sacred Scripture. On one 
is Diana with her bow and crescent, ~ith the 
legend rABPIHA ; on another is Hercules with 
his club, striking the Nemamn, Lion, accompa­
nied by the Hebrew word .UlDNAI Lord ; and on 
a third is ex, supposed to stand for Ekt( Xp'rrr~, 

Gorl C.hr\st, as on ·some of the coins of the lower 

• Epist. Gen. Jude. 'fer. 4. 
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empire, aanexed to a figure holdiog a c.-up, 
and seeming to have a reference to tbe Eucha­
rist. The use and object of many of them are 
also pointed out by their interiptioos. Some it 
is obvious are intended to protect the wearer from 

spiritual evils, as that with the following words, 
ABPACAS A6tDNAI AI'ION ONOMA. AIUUAI. ~TNA 
MEC •TAASATB OTBIAN fiATAINAN .AIIO IIAN11 

KA.KOT AAINONOC. " Lord, Abrasax, holy name 
propitious powers, protect Vivia Paulina from 

every evil spirit." Anothea· was a remedy or 
prophylactic against a partic~lar physical evil, aa 
the following inscription indicates: ftAA!iWN 

TI'EIH C'l'OMUON fiPOKAO'I'. " Keep the sto­
mach of Procles healthy." The dogmata also, 
of the different GQOStic sect,s w.:e alluded to, and 
seem to refer the fabrication of the gem to those 
who held the · particular opiniqn intimated by 
the figure or inscription. Besides the Ophites 
indicated by the serpent, the Simonites by Jupi­
ter, awl others which I have noted; some are 
found with the legend IOTAAC, seemingly the 
workmanship of th011e who made this traitor the 
object of their veneration; and a very remark­
able one exhibits the figure of Apollo with 
a star or suo on one side, and on the other 
the inscription IECTC XPICTTC, thus connecting 
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Christ w~th Apollo, $»d iodeotifyiog him w~th 
the suo, according to the opiniooa of those who. 
thought him to be that visible luminary. Fmally, 
great numbers of them exhibit figures of mOll• 
keys as Priapi, naked women in indecent atti• 
tudes, and other obscenities, indicatiog, as well u 
the one I have exhibited, the 8fOS& and seDIIU8l 
indulgences of the people for whom they were 
fabricatedJ and coinciding in a remarkable degree 
with the opinipns ~d practices of those polluted 
Christiaoa, as they are ~presented by the eady 
fathers of tb~ church. These figures ~4 many 
others will be f~uod in Kirch~r and MontiaucoQ, 
particqlarly tl:ae lattet. • 

It is to be regretted that so much rem~ 
yet to ~~v~red in the interpretation of these 
singu)ar reoaains,; y~ it is to he expectf.!4 thjLt 
they sh9Qld be v~ry unioteUiphle ; where siWJJ~ 
and secrecy were strictly ,ojoioed to. the dia(:i­
ples, myst.e1y ..W. obscurity oaturally follol'{ed. 
Tbe.very essence of the gem .was its mysticism, 
and its efficncy was 110pposed to be lost w.he.n it» 
meaoing was generally known. The greater 
nom~ of the words were fabricated by tUID· 
selves, and had no meaning in ao.y language ex• 

• ~ <Edip. .&gyptiae. foL tom. IL Jlcnad'aucoa Aatiq. 
E:aplic. folio, tom. B. aDd Sapp~t, to.. IL 
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cept that mysterious one wbich they themselves 
annexed to them. Had it not been for lrenreus 
and other contemporary writers, we should in vain 
have conjectnred what their common Abrasax 
stood for. Such terms of new invention and 
barbarous sound, as are not so explained by 
those who had an opportunity of being informed 
at the time they were used, must be now and 
continue to be exceedingly obscure and uncer­
tain. It has been suggested that many are 
Hebrew and Oriental words, corrupted and dis­
guised in Greek characters, and that many more 
are the names of the 365 angels who presided 
over the world, and who were invoked by the 
amulet; and certainly in some instances such a 
conjecture seems borne out by the inscription: 
yet much remains still to . be accomplished. 
Having adopted in the account of these gems 
which I have exhibited, the opinions of the 
learned, where they. have thrown any light on 
the subject, and with diffidence hazarded a few 
opinions of my own when they have not; I leave 
them to tho&e of more ability and opportunity 
than myself, to clear up the obscurity that re­
mains. 

l 
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It was the particular fate of Christianity, atid 
it adds another proof of the miraculous inter­
ference of Providence in its preservation, that 
its first promulgation should be accompanied 
with ~prioos so extravagant and conduct so 
flagitious as that of some of the sects in the first 
ages; and that it had to overcome, not only the 
persecutions of its enemies, but the evil reports 
caused by its friends. The Heathens not knowing 
otherwise, or wjlfully seeking occasion to excite 
prejudice against the " New Faith," did not fail 
to impute the extravagance of the Gnostics ge­
nerally to all Christians; and unfortunately the 
sect met with such acceptance, and its wild opi­
nionsandlicentiouspractices, weresocongenial to 
the understanding and temperament of tbe p~ 
ple among whom they were circulated, that they 
became in a short time numerous enough to afford 
a plausible pretext for confounding the sacred 
mysteries of the Gospel with the gross and fan­
tastic perversion of them, and identifying the 
open and pious Christian with the obscure and 
impious Gnostic. • We know that this prejudice 
was very early and very generally excited. 

• Euaebiua and the earlier eccleaiaatical writen afBnn tb:it it 

waa 10 '"If lf 411Ti»~ fwlll-'1' l•s np TOll T~»'~'Of XpwT~" 
l9nll( I.OC'lh!p IIATCI:t.fO~. Eue. Ecc. Hiat. lib. jy, c. 7. 

E 
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When St. Paul arrived at Rome after his t~hip­
wreck, !the first character he heard of Christia­
nity was, that " every where it was spoken 
against!'• This account of the evangelists is 
confirmed by the Gentile hi'ltorians. Snetonios 
calls the Christians men of a strange and . mali­
cious superstition.t Tacitus says .their deadly 
superstition was repressed by the death of their 
leader; but it soon· broke out again not only in 
Judea ·but· in the city where every thing atro­
cious arid sbamefui flows together, and here they 
were convicted of a hatred to the human race, 
and detested for their flagitious conduct. Arno­
bius affirms that the Gentiles believed Christ to 
have been a magician, and that all Christians 
equally practised magic. 

· Nor were these reports confined to the Gen­
tiles, the Jews were no less industrious in circu­
lating them; they ·asserted that Christians eat 

• Acts :~::nviii. 20. 
t Christiani, genus hominum superstitionis novm et maletic:e 

-Seut011. Nerci. lib. 16. 
l Reprusaque in pr~na e:r.itialiJ Supentitio, 1"l1l"8Ua erum­

pebat non modo per Judmam, sed per urbem quo cuncta undique 
atrocia et pudenda contluunt.-Christiani odio humani generia 
convicti.-Tacit. An. lib. 15. No doubt these oplniona of the hia­
torlana were taken up from the practices of the Gnostics. Simon 
Magus we know came to Rome at tbil time, where it ia probable 
be gained more eelebrity than the apottlea. 

_\ 
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their own children at their hidden mysteries, • a~d 
we have seen that the practice of the GnQ&p~ 
sanctioned this imputation ; that they considered 
women to be common to all men, a tenet openJ.y 
avowed by Epiphanes, .son of Carpo.cJ:S,tes;t.a~ 
that they mixed in promiacuous inter:eoQ111e a~ 
their secret fea.'its, a custom.which we koow w~ 
common to all the Gnostic. sects.t Hence on~ 
of the eloquent advocates for. the cause of-Chris­
tianity in the earliest ages complain.~ tha,t .t~ey 
were charged with three oifences-ID).piety. tQ 
God; Suppers ofTbyestes; and .the Concubinag~ 
of <Edipus.§ But the account given by .N(:inu~ 
tius Fwlix of. the charges bwught against the 
whole Christian church, is.notconfined to vag«J.C 
and general rumours, bat it is .so minute and 
particular that it seems to carry with it a convic­
tion that it was as true as it was detestable. ''When 
a novice," said his adversary, "is to be introduced 
into a participation of Christian rites, an in· 
fant covered with meal or flour is placed hf:for~: 
him. The novice, not knowing what was beneath, 
is desired to strike, which he does till he, kills 

• Origen Contr. Cels. lib. ri. 
t Clem. AleJand. Strom. lib. iii. 
t EU8ebiua, lib. iv. cap. 7. 
§ "P'" ,.,.,4>~,u•Couco.., ~JA'• oyxA~J"''T•• diOTliT•, fu,,,;tx&.,,,.,, 

01!uroa.-, ...,;uf.-Athenagoras p.ro Cbriatiauis, p. 30. 
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the child. It is then drawn forth, the blood 
licked, and the dismembered limb& eaten by all 
present, in order that the cooscioumess of guilt 
might bind together the novice and the initiated 

to silence and secrecy, by a common participa­
tion in an atrocious act. A day is then set apart 
for a general celebration of their mysteries, and 
at the appointed time they assemble together; 
sisters, parents, children, relatives of all degrees, 
and of all ages and sexes. After the feast and 
wine had caused an excitement in the comprany, 
a hungry dog is tied to the only cand~abrum in 
the room ; he is offered meat by some of the 
company, and springing forward to seize i~ he 
upsets the light and the company are left in the 
dark. "• The remainder of the passage is not 
fit to translate, though it is given in the lan­
guage of one who ~as sincerely a Christian, and 
as chaste as he was pure in his life and writings; 
but who was compelled to pollute his pages with 
the foul charges of his adversaries, in onler to 
refute them. 

When the charges against the early CJuia. 
tians were so distinctly specified, and the whole 
body was thus identified with those widely 
spread sectarians, it does riot appear to me that 

• llloudua Fllllz ID Octa'riau. 
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the fatal conseque~ces of the doctrines arid prac" 
tices of the latter; and the dreadful injuries they 
inflicted on the cause of Christianity have been 
sufficiently insisted on,• nor the additional proof 
it affords of ·divine interposition to preserve it. 
The final triumph of the religion of" the gospel 
over all the efforts of the Heathens to extinguish 
it, is no doubt a strong proof of superhuman 
support ; but surely the argument for divine in­
terposition is much strengthened when we add 
to the persecutions of its enemies, what it' had 
to encounter from the perverseness of its friends; 
had it been of human fancy or device, from the 
monstrous corruptions and perversions which 
their vice and folly introduced into it, no doubt 
"it would have come to nought :"but we discem 
with astonishment a small but pure flame burn­
ing bright, and with an inextinguishable blaze, 
under all the ashes which for two centuries had 
been heaped upon it by its professors; we see a 
clear stream flowing on undefiled and uncor­
rupted by the torrents of pollution they had been 

• Hammond, indeed, in hia learned Commentary on the New 
Testament, baa given to thia sect the eonaideration they merited. 
He rei:n many pauagea of the Eplades, not to the Gentiles, bat 
to ~I ,.nicularly that in the lint chapter of Romani, which 10 

exactly characterizes them, "Who though they knew God," 
&c. 

D•g""''b,Google 
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poured into it, by thoee who professed to drink of 
its waters: and now at the end of eighteen centu­
ries we are witnesses of that flame illumining the 
remotest parts of the earth, and that stream 
flowing through the most distant lands, and 
affording the waters of life to the whole of the 
civilized world. 

The Heathens availing themselves of the 
odium excited by the conduct of the Gnostics, 
epeedily commenced a persecution against the 
whole Christian community. It was in uin 
that the early fathers exposed the opinions and 
practices of these sectarians, and endeavoured 
to disentangle themselves from all connexion 
with them, · by contrasting their conduct and 
opinions with the pure doctrines and blameless 
Jives of real Ch~tians. It was in vain (bat Ter­
tullian, Athenagoras, and lren~eus, pointed out 
the corrnptions and vices of those pretended 
followers of the Gospel, and detailed the tenets 
and duties which they themselves and all ~ho 
founded their faith on the pure word of God, 
thought themselves bound to believe and to do. 
" If," said Athenagoras in his energetic. address 
to Aurelius Antoninus, " the crimes objected to 
us be really true and we are capable of conunit­
ting them, spare none of us of either sex, but 

' 
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slay us and our. wives and children, till you 
eradicate a race of hi,UDan beings who live after 
the manner of beasts. But if ·these charges 
against as are unfounded rumours and empty 
calumnies, it is your duty to .institute an inquiry 
and ascertain what our lives and opinions really 
are. "• These and similar appeals were disre­
garded or disbelieved ; and the Heathens pre­
tended that they were not merely jostified but 
called upon to extirpate a race, that besides 
being disaffected to the government, were of a 
natur~ too gross and tlagitions to be suffered to 
live. As Christianity therefore expanded itself 
it soon began to suffer those persecutions which 
bad been predicted by its divine author. The 
fust commenced under Nero, and was renewed 

• Athen1110ras wu an Atbeaian philoaopber ol the __. 
c:eDtary. He was ooe ol thOle wbo blld entertaiDecl 'biba' ,... 
judices api.nst the Christi~~~&, and blld prepued a wOJk to~ 
their enormities ; but being con'rinced that they were calumniated, 
and the mmes of a 'sect imputed to the whole body, he became 
a coavert to their doctrine, and wrote his Apology in tJaeir de­
feace. As it is not generally quoted, and is cooaidered a pd. 
example of the Attic style of that period, I 1hall subjoin here the 
original of the above puaage as a 11JM!Cimen. AM' b ,.'b ~ 
TM .. p~3 .. ot y .. ot qli10'110"f1• nr .,...a.~1 a.l W.llfl ·1'¥~ ........ 
&,.«<C'Jir«Te, il yl Tlr ..ue~.;;, r. Uoi• e.,~101r-i/ ~ ~ 
T«iiT« x.!. 3.~/3oAaJ .;,,.,_,.fOr u,W. '-0,.... ;~..-&,.,. •lilt,.,.,, 
f3,. loy,...n;. .-1.-Athe~. Apol. pro Cbri1tiau. Edit. ReidJem.. 
burgii. p. 30. 
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with varioUB degrees of severity till at length an 
e1fort was made to extirpate the teligion of 
Christ, so extensive and persevering, that nothing 
lefls than a divine interposition seemed to have 
preserved it from total extinction. 

DIOCLETUN AND MAXIMIAN. 

Diocletian was hom in Dalmatia, in the 
year of Christ 245, and an the death of Nume­
rianus, was saluted emperor by the army at 

Cbalcmdon, near Constantinople, in 284. He 
was himself a man of mild, philosophic cha­
racter, but was instigated by his colleague in 
the empire, Galerius Maximianus. This atro­
cious man was hom in Dacia : his father was 
unknown, but he himself gave out, that his 
mother conceived on the bank~> of the Danube 
by Mars, in the shs-pe of a serpent. Among 
other observances by which the Christians were 
now distinguished, was their abstaining from 
meats offered to idols. This so. offended the 
~other of Galerius, that she made it a pretext 
for urging her son to prosecute them, who was 
before greatly inclined to it, and availed bim­
seif of the first favourable opportunity to effect. 
his purpose. He bad been successful in the Per-
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sian war, and was passing the winter with Dio­
cletian, in his palace at Nicomedia, where the 
subject of their secret con venation was the fate 
of Christianity. Dioclet.ian, from the innate 
mederation and humanity of his disposition and 
his studious and contemplative habits, was both 
by aature and education averse from measures of 
cruelty ; he consented at first to exclude Chril­
tians from offices in the state, hoping that such 
a concession wonld exempt him from proceed­
ings of more severity. But Galerio.s obtained 
permission to summbll a coullcil of the most dis­
tin~isbed military and civil officers, and submit 
to them the question : meaatime the Christians, 
apprised of what was in agitation, waited in 
silent and aaxions expectation for the terrible 
result, which was to put to death every man 
living whG professed the religion of the Gospel, . 
aRd so at once extirpate Christianity. The 
couacil met ; they agreed in opinion with Gale­
nus, and Diocletian at length consented to issue 
those exterminating decrees which have justly 
stigmatized for ever the character of that em­
peror. It is to be regretted that those most So­
lemn and important edicts have not been banded 
down to us in a whole and perfect form, as some 
of minor consequence have been. The parti.:.. 

£3 
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sible mountains, where they endeavoured to find 
refuge and concealment, during this dismal 
period. Many of the saints and martyrs recog­
nized by the Greek church perished on this 
·occasion, and they still shew in the church of 
St. Euphemia at Chalcredon, the implements of 

· torture by which she and numbers of her friends 
were put to death. In this way historiaDS assert 
that in one province alone 150,000 Christians 
perished by various kinds of cruel deaths ;• and 
so complete was supposed to be the extirpation 
of the sect,. that ·coins were struck and the fol­
lowing inscriptions set up,. recording the fut 
that the Christian superstition was now utterly 
exterminated, and the worship of the gods re­
stored by Diocletian, who assumed the name of 
Jupiter; and Maximian,who took that of Her­
cules. 

• Gibbon calculates that 2000 persons only were put to death 
in ten years I though Eusebius, who lived at the time, .mrm. 
that from 60 to 100 a day were executed in the province of The· 

baia alone: w'AElovr.w ~ EfExovra-IC...l 'll't:z'Aill EXt:zTov & ~I'EPS' ,..;. 
Euseb. Ec. Hiat. 1. 8', c. iv. In a book of the Roman pontifti, 
quoted by Baronius, the number of martyrs is stated at 17,000 U. 
a month ; nor is it to be supposed that the persecution relued 
afterwards, when it was the avowed intention-Cbristianam Re· 
ligionem a medio tollere penitus, radicitusq : convellere Bar. 
Hist. Eccles. tom. ii. p; ?66. 
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DIOCLETIANVS IOVIVB ET 

MAXIMIAN : HERCVLEVS 

C..£8: AVG: 

AMPLIFICATO PER ORIENTEJI BT OCCIDBNTEJI 

IMP: ROM: 

ET 

NOM : CHRISTIANORVH 

DELETO QVI 

REl\IP : EVER 

TEBANT 

DIOCLETIAN : C..£8 ; 

AVG: GALERIO IN ORI 

ENTE SVPERS 

TITIONE CHRIST : 

VBIQVE DELETA ET CVL 

TV' DEOR: PROPAGATO 

" Diocletian Jove and Maximian Hercules, 
August Cresars, having encreased the Roman 
empire in the east and west, and extirpated the 
name of Christians who were overturning the 
R~public." 

" To Diocletian Cresar and Augustus 'Gale­
riu8 in the east, having every where extirpated 
the Christian superstition and restored the wor­
~hip of the gods."• 

• Thue in8CI'iptions were found on beautifal col'ilmna at 
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The Christian writers do not fail to record 
many marks of divine anger displayed on this 
occasion. The palace of the emperor was stmck 
~th lightning and immediately consumed, which 
so atfected him, that he continually saw flashes 
of fire before his eyes, ·and he was seized with a 
dangerous fever, from which he with difficulty 
recovered. He soon after abandoned the em­
pire to· his colleague, and retired to a private 
station, in which he died of grief and absti­
nence, having obstinately refused all aliment; 
while his more atrocious colleague, Galerius, 
having exercised against all his subjects, that 
avarice and cruelty which he began by prac­
tising on the Christians, was wasted away with 
a consuming and loathsome disease, and died 

Clunia, in Hlspania Taraconenaia. They are preserved in Baro· 
niua, Occo, and Gruterus, p. 280. n. 3, 4. It is remarkable that 
Gibbon who quotes Gruterus for other inscriptions, takes no notice 
of these. Similar pillars were said to be erected by Nero, and one 
wu found in Spain, the inscription of which ia preserved; but 
ome doubt has been thrown upon the authenticity of thi a, and 
with reason; for It ia well known that his persecution extended 
onlr to the Christian~ at Rome, who were accused of having set 
the city on fire, a crime which the rest wu never charged with 
participa~ng in ; but the decree of Diocletian extended to the 
whole empire, and It was known to have been executed in Spain 
with rigour by Datianus, the govel'lior. Many of these pillan 
were probably erected on the occasion in other places ; but when 
Christianity was rettored, the · Chriatian Iconoclaatl destroyed 
them with other iuuagea, u odious ad horrid memorial& 
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with great horror. Without having recow&e to 
supernatural interposition, we may easily mp­
pose that such would be the natural eif'ects of 
refiection and remorse on men whose conscience 
was burthened with the cruelties they had per­
petrated. 

In the annexed coin, No.l9, the obverse re­
presents the head of the Emperor Diocletian, 
crowned with laurel, and his shoulders covered 
with a robe, with the legend, DIOCLETIANVS 
PEllPETvvs FELIX AVGvnvs.-" Diocletian, 
perpetual, happy, august." On the reverse is 
Jupiter holding in his raised hand a thunder­
bolt, and trampling a kneeling figure, with ser­
pent-like feet, having the legend IOVI FVLG:E. 
RATORI-" To Jupiter the thunderer." The 
prostrate figure designates Christianity, and the 
figure of Jupiter brandishing his thunderbolt, is 
taken probably from Ovid's description ;• he is 

• "Qao centlmanum dejeeerat igna TyphiJIIL" OT. Met. 
III. 30,, Vaillant adda the rollowiDg remark: Diocletianum 
nhibere •oluiue anum Jovem Mmina vibrantem In Chrlsdanoe 
Teind ollm ll.nxere poeta in gigantea, quum Chriatianl bella 
llllml'ent In Jovam, inq: reHquam deorum turbam.-Num. Imp' 
Rom. Col. tom. Iii. p. 51. Tbia highly lntereeting coin Ia DOt 

amoag the DiocletiaDa In my poueuion ; it Is deacribed by Bau­
duriua and other~, and there is one In the collection of the king of 
Fraace, from which I had the anDUed copy taken. 
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da.'>hing down the Christians with the same fire 
as be burled down the Titans, who had equally 
~ut vainly tried to dispossess bitn of heaven. 
T\le figure of this coin is very remarkable, and 
bas a resemblance so strong as to identify it 
with the A brasax on the Gnostic gems, with 
serpent-like feet, supposed to be the god of the 
Christians. • We see him here then disarmed 
of his weapons, the very being which the Chris­
tians were supposed to adore, and this single 
sect and its impure idol bringing destruction on 
the whole of the Christian church. In the 
exergue, PECVNIA RolLE "the money of Rome." 

A coin similar to that of Diocleti&n was 
struck by his colleague, Maximian, to <:om­
memorate an event in which he bad acted so 
dis.tinguisbed a part. 

In the annexed coin, No. 20, the obverse 
represents the naked bust of the emperor, crown­
ed with a wreath of laurel, having the legend 
MAXIMIANVS PERPETvvs A VGusTus. On . . 
the reverse is the figure of Jupiter Tonans, in 
near(y the same attitude, and with the same le­
gend as the former, but having his head covered. 

• See No. 5, 6, 7, 18. Besides these here exhibited Mont· 
faucon gives thirty-eight fac-1imilea with this figure, which seems 
to have been the univei'SIIl representation of their deity. 

o'9''"'' by Go ogle 
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[n the prostrate figure the serpentine part of the 
egs is not distinct, and it was on the whole 
more of a human form. It may be that Dio­
:!letian wished to represent only the depraved 
and corrupt sectarians of which his figure is 
the embl~m; and that his more atrocious col­
league, careless of distinction, exhibited . the 
genius of Christianity under any form as equally 
the object of his persecution. • 

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 

But while, to all human calculation, Chris­
tianity was now abolished in the world, the 
hand of Providence was vio;ibly stretched out 
for its preservation. " Mankind immediately after 
saw with astonishment, that it became more 
vigorous and flourishing than ever; and the 
head of the mighty Roman empire adopted its 
tenets from a conviction of its truth, at the ti~e 
that his predecessors were boasting of its total 
destruction on account of its falsehood. 

C'.JOnstantine, son of Constantius Chlorus 
whQ governed Britain, and Helena, a woman 
of obscure birth, who had embraced Christianity, 
was born in the year 27 4, and was early instructed 
by his mother in her own doctrines.t For some 

• See Taninl Supp: to Bandurim, tab. iii. 
t Some usert that the mother was instructed and converted 

by thuon. Eus: Vit: Const. cap. 47. 
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time after he· came to the imperial throne he 
still adhered to the rites of heathenism, and aU 
his early coins bear the .impl'eS!i and inscription 
of heathen worship, being frequently dedicated 
JOVI coNs&BVATORJ, " to Jupiter the Preser­
ver," and other deities ofheathenmythqlogy. He 
was, however, completely converted in the year 
of our Lord 312; and according to ecclesiastical 
writel'!l, his conversion was effected, like that of 
St. Paul, by a sensible miracle, while he was 
performing a journey on a public road. He 
was opposed after his elevation to the imperial 
purple by Ma:xentius, a man of furious passions, 
gross and sensual habits, and a cruel persecutor 
of the Christians. Constantine was in Gaul, 
and having heard of the opposition of his rival, 
who was in possession of Rome, he immediately 
crossed the Alps and proceeded against him. 
When near Verona, on his march, and medi­
tating on the difficulties of his situation, he was 
roruw;d from deep thought by a bright light 
which suddenly illumined the sky, and looking 
np, he saw the sun, which was in its meridian, 
surmounted by a cross of fire, and beneath it 

this inscription Tovrf ~"'"' " in this conquer."• 

• Et~~elllut aaerts, that the emperor laimll{f declared to him 
1 

th\1 cimmlatance, and conftrmed it with a 10lemn oath ; aud ht 

o;g;t,ectb,Google· 
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He immediately adopted the cross as his ensign, 
and formed on the spot the celebrated Labarum, 
or Christian standard, w~ich was ever after sub­
stituted for the Roman eagle~ This, as Euse­
bius describes it, was a spear crossed by an 
arrow, on which was susp~nded a velum, having 
inscribed on it the monogram ;:tt, formed by 
the Greek letters Chi and Rho, the initials of 
the name of Christ~ Under this he marched 
forward, and rapidly triumphed over all his 
enemies ; and, struck with the preternatural 
warning he had received, and its !='?nsequencea, 
he now publicly embraced the doctrines of that 
religion under whose banner he had conquered. 
Shortly after he removed the seat of empire 
from Rome to Byzantium, which was thence­
forward called after him Constantinople. Here 
he struck upon his future coins an impress and 
legend alluding to the extraordinary events of 
his conversion, and no more traces are ·to be 
found on them of Pagan emblems. 

The coin annexed, No. 21, represents on the 
obverse "the naked bust of the emperor, crowned 

adds, " who after this will doubt the truth of the narrative ?" 
Avrov a~ Toii l'IX'l')Toii BatnAJ&I, lEa'Y')'EIMJTo,, gpKGV TE 

't<l;~trti<f-E~Gif T~ Abyol'' Tf, 1,, tliMf>•fJaMI /'-~ 0~%1 'lriS"fVuC<I 

T9i 1i•'lfrifU&T' ;-Eu. Yit. Constant. lib. i. 

! 
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wilh a laurel wreath, and surrounded with the 
legend FLAvtvs VALERIVS CONSTAN­
TINVS, PERPETvvs, ·FELIX, A VGvsTVs­
" Flavius Valerius Constantine, perpetual, 
happy, august." On the reverse is the whole 
length figure of the emperor in armour~ covered 
with a helmet, standing on the prow of a galley :• 
in his right hand he holds a globe, surmounted 
by a rayed phamix, the adopted emblem of his 
family, to intimate the renovation of his empire; 
in his left is the Labarum, inscribed with the 
monogram :it ; behind is the angel of victory, 
directing his course ; round is the appropriate 
legend, FELix TEMPORVM REPARATIO­
" the happy reformation of the times." In the 
exergue are the letters, "PECVNIA TREVERo­
RVM," '~ the money of Triers." 

The last event of Constantine's life was a 
circumstance as remarkable as it was fnteresting 
in the early history of Christianity. He bad 
deferred his baptism till the warnings of sick­
ness and debility reminded him of its necessity. 
He had been in a declining state of health, and 

• A ship was the common emblem or the state among the 
Romans, as in Horace's Ode; "0 Navis;" and Grey adopts the 
clasBBic mataphor in his bard. 

" In gallant trim the gilded vessel goes." 
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proceeded to the warm baths of Heleno~ a 
town in the Gulf of Nicomedia/which he had 
called after his mothe~in the \ope that they 
would restore him. After some time passed there 
in vain trials of their efficacy, he caused himself 
to be removed to the pleasant suburbs of Nico­
media ; and as the feast of the Pentecost was 
now at hand, he expressed a strong desire to 
have this important ceremony performed. He 
therefore called the Christian bishops round his 
conch, and made to them an affe_cting address. 
" The time now," said he, " demands that I 
should partake· in this seal of salvation. It 
had been mirie ·intention to have proceeded to 
Bethabara, and receive this solemn rite in the 
waters of the Jordan, in public imitation of 
my Lord; but God best knows what is expe­
dient, and let his will be done."• Every prepa­
tion was therefore made for the ceremony, and 
it was performed by the Bishop of Nicomedia. 
It is to be regretted that Eusebius, who gives a 
simple but .affecting account of the circum­
stances attending this ceremony, and even the 

e :pa. TOVrOII vtfn'Jpiou <TfMHTP.ti.TO' p.fTIUrJ,.ID' t"'' ptl9pa 
Iop3a.l'011 wpoTc£ p.ou TOIIT' lnHIIp.n 'lrOIIJfTCU, 9f" ·a-8-pa To 

nJMPI~ ZJi.i,, fnE'iiBo ~ TWriihl ~ cU£0,,-E~~~ebiua vita. 
CODito lib. iv, 63. · 
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discourses of. Constantine, should not have re­
corded also the manner in which it was per· 
formed. It appears from him and other autho­
rities, that it was the usual practice for thost 
who could command the opportunity to proceed 
to Palestine, and be immersed in the waters of 
the Jordan, as he himself had intended ; it is pro­
bable therefore that it was done at Nicomedia 
as it would have been at Bathabara, by im· 
mersion. · He appeared deeply impressed with 
the ceremony, and caused himself to be clad 
in a white robe, · as emblematic of the purity 
it conferred, which he never laid aside to re­
sume the purple, and in this robe he died ; a 
circumstance in the life of the emperor so 
very remarkable and detailed with particular 
notice of the ecclesiastical historian, it is not 
likely would be passed over unnoticed on the 
coins ofthe empire when so many events ofless 
importance have been commemorated ; accord­
ingly we find that a coin was struck, probably 
after his death, a1Iuding to the circumstance. 
It appears also to have been struck in Brittain, 
the government of his father, and as some say 
the birth-place of himself and of his mother, 
and where Christianity had already made a con­
siderable progress, and a deep interest would be 
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naturally felt in an event ~ important in the 
life of the emperor. He died soon after the 
ceremony, in the year 337, at the hour of mid- / 
day, at the 'feast of the Pentecost, after a reign 
of· thirty years, having been,. as Eusebius re­
marks, the first Christian sovereign who had 
ever received the regeneration of hap~. 

The annexed coin, No. 22, represen~ on the 
obve~ the emp~r in his robes, crowned ·with 
a wreath of laurel, having the legend l~PEBA­
tor CONSTANTINVS PIUs FELIX AvousTUs. 
On the reverse is a full length figure of the Em­
peror cloaked, holding in his outstretched right 
hand a globe on which the cross bad not yet 
been placed, and in his left a rod or wand­
the legend, CONSTANTINO P1o AvousTo 
BAPTISMATE NATo. "To Constantine the 
Pius, August, born, or regenerate, in bap­
tism." In the Exergue PEcUNIA LoNDINI CuBA; 
" money coined at London. "• 

• I have given tbla highly intereatiag colD on the retpeetable 
authorities of Occo, Bergerua, .Mediobarbui, 1111d D11 Cllllfr', who 
all concur in the above reading and interpretation. It bu baeD 
howner diJp'lll:ed by Hardllin, and after him by Jobert and 
othen, and JOme or the re1110111 they auip -m ID me ID be very 
frivolo1111 ht, bec:anH 1111other coin ia found ha'ring in the legend 
BRP NAT wkiah ia interpreted bono reipublice Nato, "hom for 
the good of the republic," and thereioft it iJ inferred that the A in 

D•g""''b,Google 
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CONSTANTIUS. 

Flavius Julius Constantius was the son of 
Fausta, the second wife of Constantine ; he was 
born in Pannonia in 317, and was the favourite 
son of his father. He is charg(!d with conniving 
at the murder of all his kindred, who were, with 
the exception of two, Gallus and Julian, put to 
death by the soldiery after his father's decease. 
As soon as he assumed the purple he was opposed 
by· Magnentius, the tyrant of the west, aided by 

the fonner is not an A, but loteolled for an R as in the lauu! 
2dly, Because the letters PAVG standing for Pater A.ugusti, the 
father of Augustus, cannot stand for Constantine the great, be­

cause none of his sons at the time of his baptism had receind the 
title of Augustus: but PAVG do not stand for Pater Augusti, 
but for Pius Augustus, epithets very common in other coins, and 
on this very appropriate. 3dly, Because the !etten in the exer­
cue refer neither ID Nicomedia,where the Greek write111, «to Rome 
where the Latins say he was baptized; but letters in the exergut 
·are acknowledged to be very obscure and imperfectly understood. 
If they do stand for the initiala of towns where money waa stl'llck, 
I presume the meaning I have ventured tD give, and the re&IOilS, 

are at least as probable as any other. A great many of the coins 
of his father Constantius Chlorus have in the exergue PL, and 
not a few of Constantiue himaelf; but the letters are rarely met with 
on those of any other Emperor who would not be aupposed to ha'ft 

the same interest in the place. Jobert reads PL where ever it 
oc:curs, pecunia Lugduni," the money of Lyona," but his com­
mentator, pecunia Londini, the" money of London,·• aad adds 

very justly; il n'eat pu douteux que dans 1e Bu Empire on n'ait 
battu dans Ia Grande Bretaigne, dea monnoyea au .coin de~ Empc­
reun.-8c:ience da Med. tom. ii. p. 104. 
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V eteranio; but he detached the latter, a very 
aged man, by his address, and having deposed 
him he proceeded against. Magnentins. Both 
armies met at Mursa in Pannonia, the present 
Essek; and while they were engaged, Constan­
tius passed the whole day in the church of the 
martyrs under the walls of . the. city. On this 
occasion the ecclesiastical writers rel~te a cU.. 
cumstance which, according to them, had ,an 
important influence on tbe fate of the battle. 
Cyril, the bishop of Jerusalem, was celebrating 
divine service about the time of the. Pentecost, 
when suddenly there appeared a splendid cross 
in the sky, extending from the Mount of Olives 
to Mount Calvary, about 15 stadia in length, 
and this miracle was the occasion of converting 
maqy Jews and Gentiles. They further add that 
this sple~did meteor was seen as far as M ursa in 
Pannonia on the day o( the battle, and so terri­
fied Magnentius that _he and his army fled at the 
sight .of it. • The Emperor was made acquair;ned 

• Zozomene, lib • .iv. cap. 5. Gibbon saya that Nicephoraa 
also, who could not refuse a tale of a miracle eYen from an Arian 
enemy, relates this story after Cyril ; but I cannot find that 
Nieephoraa relates any such thing. He tells, indeed, an extra­
ordinarJ e:Yent, but of a dilll!rent kind; Magnentius bad mounted 
a high throne, and called on his aoldien to salute him, but instead 
of doing 10, they "saluted ancl called for _Coaatl\lltiu.s.-Niceph. 
lib. jj, c. 28. 
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with the circumstance both ·by report aDd by 
·Jetter from Cyril, and be seems to have comm~ 
·inorated it on his coins. His father bad fonned 
the Labamm from an 'impression of a similar 
event on him, but be bad omitted the inscrip­
tion which was said to accompany it, which his 
'son for the iint time impressed as ·a -legend oo . 
1rls coins. 

·In the annexed com, :No. W, 'the rBmperor 
·is represented in bit robes tlfith lhe :Jegend Do­
'JnNus CONSTANTIV~ PnPETnw .FELIX 
A VGvsns. • ·On the re9er&e is victury -erown­
ing the emperor, who holds the Labarnm with 
the monogram of .:It depicted on it,.and round 
it is the legend HOC SIGNO VICTOR 
ERIS ; " in this sign you will be victorious.'' 
In the exergue A, for Pa!MVM -SIScEK&I'fll, 
" the first tribute of Siscia," a town in· Croatia. 

Julian, the -only survivor of his family, was 
now rising into reputation with the army, ·which 
alarmed the timid and suspicious mind of Om­
stantius. He therefore sent for a large body of 
forces, under the pretext of strengthening his 
own army in the war he was waging against 
the Persians, but in reality to weaken that o: 

• On the &eld ia D. which ia Aid to atuld for the lour'.: 
mint. 

o'9""''b,Google 
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JuUan; the spldien, however, instead of obey­
ing ~e ~ ... pf -~ emperor, prpclaimed their 
fav®rite ;J ul~, .an!l conferre.d on him the title 
of .A~g~tqs. Whep. PoP.s~t~us heard of this 
he ,i,JWD~tely re,t:urned froq1 .Mesopotamia, 
~11 b,as~ne.d tp suppr~ ~be revolt ; but he was 
o.v~~n .with sickness at Tarsus, where be 
di~d. of a {ev~ in th,e 45th year of his age, and 
.tb~.J,ith.of,bis.reign. · 

.'l'he piety .of Constantius and his sincere 
:&tt#J,«;hmeqt to the Christian faith, are not to be 
d<w.bted; but he is charged with having adopted 
heterodo.x opinions; and as they were then the 
subject of acrimonious discussion in the church, 
the ~cclesiastical historians of the adverse party 
have been severe in their censurea. The coun-
cil of Nicma bad been called by his father to / 

-•~tle some disputes, and they had decided on 
~e doctriue of the Trinity, the identity and 
ooet~mity of the son with the father.• It is 
~rt,ain that . Constantius, recalled St. A thana­
siDe,, the great BDpport~r of this opinion, whom 
.bis C.ther had banished, and on more than one 
-oc~ had. afforded him protection ; but the 
~pates of the Arians with this rigid and un-

• The words ot Zozomepe are ~~ U: omtt.~i'a~ tn~ 
' iJ"' ... ., 'lft.I'Tf•-z-. lib. i. c. 15 •• 

D•g""''b,Google 
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compromising defender of the trinity, and the 
infirm purpose of Constantius in giYing way to 
them, have stigmatized his name also as being 
an opponent of the orthodox opinion ; a rumour, 
of which subsequent writers have not failed to 
avail themselves. Whatever might have been 
his private opinions, however, he certainly 
thought it right to announce ·publicly his ac­
quiescence with the decrees of the council of 
Nicrea on the subject, for he has impressed upon 
his coins a large cross, with alpha and omega 
at each side, intimating in characters not to be 
mistaken his conviction of the eternity of Christ's 
character. 

In the annexed coin, No. 24, the obverse 
displays the bust of the emperor, crowned with 
a diadem of jewels, and his shoulders covered 
with the imperial robe with the legend Do­
MINvs CONSTANTIVS PERPETvvs FELix 
A VGvsTvs. On the reverse is a large mono­
gram of .:it, having on one side A, and -an· 
other a,, by which Christ is designated in the 
Revelations as the beginning and end, the first 
and the last. The legend is appropriate, 
SALVS A VGvsTI, " the salvation of Augus­
tus." In the exergue_ 1R:evERls 0BSIGNATA, 

" coined at Trierli." 
··' ,·. ,• ... ' : . j. 

o,g;,,ed,,Google 
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MAGNENTJUS. 

Magnus Magnentius was said by some au­
thors to have been a Briton, and by others a 
German captive. He was enrolled in the Roman 
army, and served under the emperor Constans, 
who was so attached to him, that be saved his 
life in battle by covering him with his military 
cloak. This signal service he repaid by de­
priving Constans of his life and crown by a 
stratagem. . Marcellinus, the prefect of the 
royal treasury, invited to a feast he had given 
t.o celebrate his birth-day, the senior officers of 
the army; and during the entertainment when 
the reason of the company was obscured by 
wine, he introduced Magnentius dressed in the 
imperial robes; and persuaded his guests, who 
were taken by surprise, and not in a state to ex­
ercise their understanding, to swear allegiance to 
the new sovereign. . The soldiers, corrupted by 
the treasures which Marcellinus had at his com­
mand, followed the example of the officers, and 
.Magnentius was recognised emperor by the 
army at Augustodunam, now the · town of 
Autun, in· Burgundy. When Constans heard 
of this, he. hastened. into Spain with a few 
.followers, but was·~ to. ~ the l'yre-
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nrean mountains, and slain by a Frank soldier. 
Magnentius was then crowned emperor, and 
sticceeded to that part of the· enipire atlotted 
to Constans. He now sent afi emba!'IBy to: Con­
stantius, the brother of Constans, to propose a 
diviSion of the· empire. This Walt agreed· tn; 
and to ratify the compact an itltermarriage took 
place. Constantius gave hili sister, and· he took 
the danghter of Magnentius• l'n' a sllbrt time; 
however, these anangemenu Welle dieregafded, 
and a war ensued between~ dtlem. He 1faf 

fill'lllly defeated, arid! Ms army deeno~d· idi the 
Cottian Alps,· in the ~:fi &3, fl'OIIt l'fhence he 
ft~ to I.yons1- whe~~e he- diM tiy bia own• hand, 
ilt tli~ 50th year- Of -his· age,. afttll a · 1'eign of 
three: y~lin and ~en· ~lit. . 

M~gnentius was• a- nuui· imb•td' witit.- lite­
rattue and· of considerable . t~ratorical powers, 
bnt- of it timid diSp<>sitioii, and excaedin~ eru-el 
w·heri Ms fe:ars- w~~·alarl!tied.. He RS, Ol' pro­
fessed to be, a-n orthodox: b~er in tile· doe­
irine of the trinity ; and like his rital,. €:on­
st'antius, adopted the alpha and omega eD Iris 
coin. It is a favourite theme· with Gibbon and 
the writers of his clllSS to engg.erate the schisms 
which· divided the church at this time, od ~ 
represent the Arian her~y as· exce-e4ingty pre-
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valent among all ranks. It should appear from 
the coias of the rival emperol'll that thia was not 
the case. .As$umiog that they were indifferent 
to the doctrine themselves, it· is a pre~~umption 
that others were not 110. Indeed sue~ a cha­
racter as Macoentius could uot be supposed to 
have any serious religious impressions ; yet his 
as~umption of the emblem of the trinity on his 
coin is a. proof that it was the universal belief; 
for as be relied entirely for .bill support on pgblic 
opinion, he would not ha~ publicly adopte4 
and avowed. wh• was opposed to it. 

The coio. anuexed, No. 25, repzeseJ;l.ts on the 
obverse the emperor's bust, bare headed, in his. 
imperial robes, with the lege~~d Do)nNvs· 
MAGNENTIVS P.nP&Tuvs Fu1x A VGus­
Tus. On the reverse is the large monogram of 
Christ, between A aPCi (61, as in the prececiing 
coio7 with the legend SALVS DDo.atiNORVM 
NNos'lRQ.Itv.M AVGvsToau• ET CAESARV.M, 
alludi.Qg to Ctmstan.tilU IJild his brother Decen­
tius, who were joined with him in the empire .. 
In. the e.xergue, AuGUSTODVMI MONETA. n, for 
s&CUNDO •»No REGII'I. "The money of Autun 
in the 2d year." • 

• Mediebubua Ia JatJser douhdbl of die lignification of the 
let ten in tile e:nrpe, ad •J•• fbrte Ambimi. 1 bave ventue,. 

./ 
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DECENTIUS. 

Decentius was the brother of Magrtentins, 
and was created Cresar by him in the year 351, 
when he undertook to manage for him the go­
vernment of Gaul. He was, however, expelled 
from thence by Chrodomarius, King of the 
Germans, and took refuge in the city of Triers. 
Being driven from this also, and finding his 
brother's affairs growing desperate, he, like him, 
put an end to his own existence, having enjoyed 
the dignity of Cresar for two years. 

Among the few coins which he shuck, which 
have come down to us, the most remarkable is 
the one which recognizes the doctrine of the 
Trinity. I give it here as another proof, if any 
was wanting, that it was then the received opi­
nion of every part of the Roman empire. 

[n the annexed coin, No. 26, the emperor 
is repreiented in the obverse as in the former, 
bare-headed, in his robes, with the legend 
DoMxNvs DECENTIVS FORTxs CAESAR. 
On the reverse are the same monogram and le­
gend, accompanied by alpha and omega. In 
the exergue TREvERlS SIGNATA, " coined at 
Triers." 
on· the above interpretation from its being the place where he 
flnt assumed the purple, and probably the pla~e where he lint 
struck a coin 
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JULIAN THE APOSTATE, 

The sons of Constantine were succeeded by 
his nephew Flavius Claudius Julianus, the son 
of Julius Constantius, half-brother to Constan­
tine. He was born at Constantinople in 331, 
but having lost his father early, he was delivered 
by his uncle to Eusebius, of Nicomedia, to be 
.educated in doctrines of Christianity; and with 
him he passed his youth in a castle of Cappa-
4ocia. Liberated from thence at an adult age, 
he afterwards associated with the philosophers 
of Asia, and soon abandoned the principles in 
which he had been educated.• When called 
to the empire by the death of Constantius, he 
openly deserted the cause of Christianity, and 
perpetuated the memory of his apostacy by 
abolishing the Christian emblems on the coins 
of the empire, and replacing not only the 
heathen emblems of former emperors, but 
adding sundry others, borrowed from Egyp­
tian superstitions. Some of these coins re­
present him as an Egyptian deity., and his 
wife Helena as Isis, holding a sistrum, with . 

• He bad even taken orders in the Christian church, IUid 
read the Scriptures publicly to the people : concei'fi.Dg that piety 
waa hil greatest omament...-Greg. Naz. p. 58. 

F3 
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the legend Isxs FARIA ; others display bulls, 
and dogs, and reptiles, and similar abomina­
tions of Egyptian worShip, " cha'ttgmg the 
gldry of the irJ.Corr!iptible God into air murgt 
matle like to c6rtuJ)tible man; and te birds, 
dnd fuur..;footed beasts, anlt creeping things.',. 
While sacrificing tfi one Of his ioois1 Mares, a 
'V~n@table Btslwp of Constantinople, blind witi 
_ag~, #lUlled by the h&dlt t{) the heathen altar, 
-and there t~bltked the emperor openly for his 
a:b'antloiittlent of Ghriit. " Will yoa.r GaJ~ 

• Ep. to the Romana, i. 23. The Romans in the time of 
Auguittts do not &eein to liave as yet adopted imy Egyptian goa.. 
vtrtll teprelieni; them .. set In oppomtibn to tho4e of kamejllli 
ealls them monsten-" omlligendmq:. de6m IIIODitra," ..E~~o 
lib. iii. 698. " monstrous deities or all kinds." Several indi· 
..:!dual I ha:d atodlftereilt tiln~s attempted til introduce this wcinhip; 
but in the TOO year ot the city; a decree wa1 promulpted by tM 
senate that the fanea or l>ia and Osiris, which they bad erected, 
ebould be tom down, and the worship abolished ; and afterwards 
ll tlecree was issued by A uguatus, that the ritea perfonited m 
the pomlllrium ahould be inhibited.-Dion. Hist. Rom. lib. :U. 41 
Tiberius proceeded further ; be ordered all the statues to bt 

east into the 1'yber, and the priests to be erueified.-Tacit. An. 
t'.b. ii. Sueton: cap. 36. In the days of St. Paul and .lu'fRil, 
boweter, their worship wll introi:lueed; the gods to whom llllo­
ration was paid were cats, doge, apes, oxen, beetles, oaiOAS, 
leeks, and other veget.lbles, which occasioned the satiriat to 
exclaim, 

Oh sarietas gentes, qhlbua hme nucuiltur in hortia 
Kutnina. Sat. n. 1. 10. 
" Ob sacred pe'oplle, whose gods grOw fu their gardena." 
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God," said Julian, mockingly, "restore you 
your sight?"-" He bas taken it from me in 
mercy," said Mares, " that I might not see 
your apostacy." He was at length Jed into~ 
expedition again5t the Penians, and being be­
trayed by a guide whom he trusted, on the 
bank' of the river Euphrates, he was attacked 
and m~rtally wounded with an arrow. Beipg 
removed to his tent from the field of battle, 
covered with blood, and perceiving death ap­
proaching, the horrors of his apostacy rushed 
upon his mind ; and throwing about his blood 
in the agony of death, be exclaimed, as 110we 
authors assert, • " Vicisti Galil.ee !''-''thou bast 
conquered, 0 Galil.ean !" and soon after ex­
pired, in the year 363, aged 32, having reigned 
only one year and eight months. 

In the first annexed coin, No. 27, the ob­
verse represents the bust of the emperor in his 
robes, his head bound by a diadem of pearls, 
and having a long beard, t with this legend 

• This ia the ICCOIUlt of Christian writer& ; that of the P~~~PD 
il nry diJferenL 

t The coiDI of the lower empire are valuable for preterviug 
likenessea. In his extraordinary work, the Miaopogon, be him­
..U clacribes this beard : &vro( 'llp6adEixa. ,.&~ fJ&.8tn! TOVTDl'J 
-~lZ--a,t&8EGn6!11 ~Of<UU ,.;, 4>8Eip0111 r.>tnEp ~~ MXP!I ,.;;;;, 
e.,,,;,. " I have added this long beard, and I pennit 1111imaJs 
(p8~Jptw pediculorun) to run about in it like beasts in a thickeL" 
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-Do:r.trNvs FLAvrvs CLAvnrvs JVLIANVS, 
PERPETvvs, Prus, AVGvsTvs. On the re­

verse is the Egyptian deity Api&, who was 
worshipped under the form of a bull, • · sur­

mounted with stars representing his divinity, 
with the legend SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAE 
-" the Security of the Republic." In the 
exergue, CONSTANTINOPOLE&is PEcUNIA, u the 
money of ConStantinople." 

In the second, No. 28, the obverse repre-

The Abbe de Ia Bleterie, who translated the work, aaya that 
his friends entreated-que je supprimasse 1otalement l'idee que 
presente ici Julien ; but he very properly adds,-!a delicate!ae 
Francaise ira-t-elle jusqu : au falsifier les auteurs !-Hist. Jov. 
tom. ii. p. 96. In soll)e coins of Julian in my possesaion he is 
without a beard, which he did not cherish till he became ambi­
tious of the reputation of a philosopher. 

• The Israelites first adopted this idol in their escape from 
Egypt, carrying with them many of the abominations of the 
people with whom they had lived so long. f.xod. ch. :uxii . .,.. 4. 
They were frequent! y rebuked for it afterwards by the pro­
phets, " changing their glory into the similitude of a calf, that 
eateth hay," Psalm cvi. 20. The inhabitants of Antioch, at a 
1ubsequent period, reproached Julian for the same offence. They 
had received (as Theodoret says, lib. iii. c. 22.) their Chrimamty 
frOm the greatest apostles, Peter and Paul, and were proud of 
the distinction that in their city the followers of Jesus were first 
called Christians. They were indignant that Julian not onl;r 
adopted the worship of this Egyptian animal, but that he com­
memorated his folly, putting ·it on his coin-Tfi ro,dv,-n 
&IIToii l-xlw -r&upov, 81 -r~v xMfC4" &,"-rETpa.p8tM-'' He pla.c:e4 
the bull upon his coin, and he overturned the univene." 
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~ents the Egyptian deity SerapU-, crowned with 
~ oiodius or com measure, and rays issuing 
f"'rom his head; with tile legend DEO SARA­
PIDI-u to the God Sarapis,'" On the re­
verse is Anubis, whom the Egyptians wor­
shipped under the form of a man with a dog's 
head, holding in 'his right band a sistrum, and 
in his left a caduceus, the legend VOTA PVB­
LICA-" the prayers of the public."• · 

IOVIAN. 

The family of Constantine ·terminated with 
Julian; an«l as the first had endeavoured to 
establish Christianity, so the last bad endea­
voured· to extinguish it. His successor, how­
ever, immediately repaired the injuries he had 
inflicted. Jovianus was hom in Pannonia, in 
331. He was with Julian's army at the time 

• The Egyptian deity Anubis is .supposed to have been t1ae 
aame as the Mercury, and hence he ia repr-esented with the cadu­
eeua, u before noted. Lucian, in derilioD, calla him ~' 
" dog's head," and Virgil, LP.trator Anubia, " Anubi1 barking 
lilr.e a dog." Gibbon praiaea the " phil08ophic character" of 
Julian : to han rejected Chri1tianity might have entitled him to 
the name of philolopher in the modem acceptation of the word ; . 
bot sorely that man could not deserve it, who adopted in exchBDp 
the most bate and revolting mperstitions that ever degraded t1ae 
human mind. In the wordl of the historian-'O "fAP ~ 
{3cw!M11( tro'AI!aofTt8adJWif trl!lfe'X}i, B.kn 'It~ 'rOI' /3/,~ -r;lf 
f~X.. Soe. Eccla. Hiat. lib. iii. c. 27 .-" For the king beinc 
nceedlngly afraid of dlemom, wu ro~~~tandy aacriAcing on the 
altars of their ido'IJ." 

-- • .:i 
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of his defeat, and after his death, with great 
prudence and management extricated it from 
its perilous situation, f<'f which occasion he 
w11s declared emperor. As he had been 

edueated in the principles of Christianity, he 
firmly adhered to its doctrines, and on hD 
march to return to Constantinople, displayed 
the Labarum,-which Julian had laid aside 
and prohibited-made a public profession of his 
faith, and enforced it to his subjects; allowing, 
however, a certain toleration to thase who fol· 
lowed heathen rites. excepting only such as 
practised magic. He then applied hiDJSelf to 

repair the injuries Julian had infiicted on ftli. 
gion, by rebuilding Christian church~ and re­
moving from them the heathen idols of his 
predecessor. On the island of Corfu is still 
standing one of the temples he erected, with 
a very perfect inscription on a tablet in the 
friete ~ver the gate, which I copied, intimating 
what he had done:-

lliCTIN EXWNBACI~IAN£MCONME:N£WNCYN£Pl00N 
COIMAKAP'<i'IM£A.ONTONAIGPON£KTICA rqHON 
HUJINWNTtMENHKAI BWMOYCE:iMMrltUAC 
~DCAI10YII4ANHCIOBJANOC &4NONANAKTI 

" I, Jovian, having powerful faith as tht 
Mxiliary of my attempts, have built this sacred 
temple to thee, blessed Ruler on high !-over­
turning the heathen altars and Jbrines of the 
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Greeks,· I present this O"ffering t0 thee, 0 King ! 
with an unworthy hand. "• 

The Brit coins he struck aUtfded tb the same 
ete&1i, the re-establishment of Christianity. 

In the anDexed eoin, No. 29, the obYerae 
represents tlie bust of the emperor in his robe~, 
his chest remarkably thiek and clllDlly, and hia 
head bound with a diamond of pearls ; tlae 
legend, JOVIANVS PEBPilnvs FBLa AV • 
Gvs'ivs. The rnene represents the emperor 
in armour on honehack ; before him is a 101-
dier bearing tbe l.aba.rum, aurmonnted by a 
cl'OIII, which the emperor ia anxioll8ly point· 
-ing to, and following as his guide ; behind him 
is an angelt with an olive branch in one hand, 
and in the ather a crown, which she is strellf:b.· 
ing to place on the bare head of the emperor. 
The legend, ADVENTVS AVGVSTI, " the 
eoining of Augustin," in the exergoe, ROMA, 
when it was coined. 

Nor was Jovian le11 distinguished for hia 

• I have pre&nd to thla eMay a .tew of tbe tempkl a. it 
a&aDda at preaent. I cannot ftnd a notice either of the temple or 
the inlc:ription in any author 1 have cotllulted ; and I imagine 
they are now Cor the lint tiine publiahed. They are curious, •• 
Wag oue ot the earliest .a- perllilpa eretted npreaaly lor 
ChrittiM wan1dp, lllld the only ~lion ~Stant which com­
meiiUII"&te the circumatance. 
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zeal in re-establishing ·christianity than for the 
opinion which he espoused concerning it. When 
he arrived at Aritioeh, he shewed his attach­
ment to the orthodox faith, by restoring all the 
-churches to the adherents of the council of 
.Nicrea, invited Athanasius to visit h-im there, 
:arid obtained from him a rule of faith to regu­
late his belief. During his short reign he had 
but litt1e opportunity cif striking i:hat immense 
number and variety of coins which both his 
-predece8sor8 ' and successors have · left behind 
them. The few, however, that have come down 
to us; are generally impressed with Christian 
emblems, and one contains the expression of his 
belief in the doctrine of the Trinity ; having 
the large monogram of Christ occupying the 
whole field of the reverse, with alpha and omega 
·at each side. Jovian seems to have been the last 
who adopted this device and inscription. The 
point of doctrine was now nearly settled in the 
Christian church; the disputes to which it had 
given rise, had ceased to agitate the public 
mind, and future emperors did not think it 
necessary to impress on their coins their con­
viction of an article of faith which was no longer 
called in question. Jovian died at a small 
town near Nicrea, in the year 364, having 
reigned but eight months. He was found dead 



COINS, MEDALS, AND GEMS, 113 

,in his bed, supposed to have been soft'ocated by /..,­
the vapour of charcoal. 

In the· annexed coin, No. 30, the obverse 
contains the head_ of the emperor, and legend 
as in the former-the reverse and legend u in 
that of Constantius. • 

GB.ATIANUS. 

Flavius Gratianus was the son of Valeo­
tianus, and his first wife, Severa, born in 369. 
His early disposition was very good, and it was 
predicted of him that he would equal the best 
princes. Indeed it is creditable to his character, 
that his immoderate love of hunting was ob­
jected to him as a fault by a Pagan writer, u it 
is a presumption, he had no other which could 
be made a subject of reproach. On the death 
of his falher, his brother, V alentini&oos, by a 
second marriage, wu elected Augustus by the 

• The coins or Jmm are c:uriOIU, • preaerriuc, Hb many 
or the lower empire; perwoaal marta by wblch tbe man wu tlil­
tiJiguiahed.. He Ia deacribetl by Ammianu Kareellinu, u a . 
tall diUilly man, wbo walked with a heuy galt; iDcedebat 
autem, motu corporis gravi, 'ft.lta proceritate et ardua, lib. DY. 

cap. 10. Cedrenu adds, that be wu of aueb a lise that none of 
the JOyal gannenta would lit him ; T~• TE T., ~IUI.V fv~tJ' 
.;, ~3f :, TMr fJ-INUif 'fp.a.T,;n tlPf.U•~f'i'lf tJvr.,, lib, n, 
The .Ablle Bleterie dlnns, that be was round-shouldered, aacl 
10 depicted Oil hit coioc ; il avoit les epaulet TOuteel, c:omme on le 
voit anal l1lr HI metl8illes.-Hilt. de JOY . p. 10. 

o'9""''b,Google 
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army, a choice to w~h he acceded without 
opposition, though he was the elder; but be­
cause the new Augustus was yet aa infant7 he 
managed for him the affairs. of the west, with 
great prudence and valour, though himself a 
very young man. Here he had severaL en· 
counters with the barbarians of Germany, par­
ticularly with a natiCln called the Senstioni, who 
crossed the Rhine into the province of Gaul, 
inhabited ad cultiYated by the RoliUUIS : 18ar 
swarms ef barbariaur c:rowdi.Dg inte the Roman 
tlmitories, ad carrying with them dest:roction 
ud desolation, be tcDt.ally defeated,. like another 
Mariua, and killed in one day 30,000; To 
the st.n'ViYOrs. lle allotted lands, and taught the 
fierce robbe.rs to prefer cultivating the ans of 
peace and agriculture, to the state of predatory 
•ar in which they had hitherto lived. As hii 
:presence, however, was amfined to the west, 
the eastern parts of the empire, under the 
infant minority of the emperor, waa greaily dis­
turbed, particularly Thrace, the region of the 
capital. Conscious, therefore, of his youth and 
inexperience at the age of twenty to manage 
such weighty and embarrassing affairs, he sent 
for the celebrated Theodosius, who had already 
acquired such reputation in Spain, and confided 
to his care the management of the eastern part 
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of the empire, about the year 379. From thj10 

time be devoted himself to the arts of peace, itl 
framing excellent laws,.and in extending t~ 
belief and practice of the doctl'ines and duties 
of Christianity. His conviction of the benefits 
derived to ruankind from its promulgation and 
adoption, by the sovereigns of. the world, he 
impressed on his coins, calling the time ia. which. 
he lived,. a new age, of which Christianity was ~ 
the glory, and this was the first public recog- y--- -- ­

nition of it, as an epocha. While engaged in 
promoting tnese excellent objects, Maximus, 
who governed Britain, revolted; and having 
passed over into Gaul~ seduced from their alle-
giance many of the native states, 4nd advanced 
to Lutetia or Paris. Gratianus, no·\\" devoted 
to the arts of peace, was· unprepared to meet 
this sudden attack, and was compelled to s-eek 
his safety by a precipitate retreat tcr l.agdunum: 
or Lyons. Here, a\mndoocd lay inany of his 
adherents, be was overtaken &y his enemies, 
and aasassinated by the periidity of Andragethes 
in the year 884, ift the 25th year of his age, 
having reigned from the death of his father, 
seven years and seven months. 

The annexed coin, No. 31, represents the 
Emperor in his robes having on his bead a di-
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adem of pearls, with the legend DoMINvs GRA­
TIANVVS AGvsTo GzNITVs AVGvsTvs, u I.ord 

Gratian Augustus the Son of Augustus." On 
theobverse GLORIA NOVI SAECVLI, "The 
glory of a new age.',. On the field OFFICINA III. 
"Coined at the third mint.'' In the exergue 
CONsTANTINOOPLEaJS oBsiGNATA, or, accord­
ing to others, CxviTATVM OaiENTis NEGOCIA­
TORVM B, for SECVNDvM TRIBvTv:M, " The 
second tribute of the merchants of the east. 

'I'HEODOSIUS THE GREAT. 
From the reign of Jovian, Christianity. was 

established as the accredited religion of the vast 
Roman empire, without any attempt made by 
a succeeding emperor to extinguish it, notwith­
standing efforts on the part of the people to re­
vive heathenism. Theodosius was hom in Spain, 
in the year 346. He was appointed by Gratian 

. • Thia coin has been Hke othen, subject to a 't'ariety of COD· 

jecturea u to the reading and meaning of the legends, both fJi 
the obvene and revene. I have adopted that whlch seema 14 

ine moat simple and suitable, agreeing with the conelu.sioo of 
Jobert, that though,-oll ne peut au temps de Gratien, troum 

aucune raison de dire qu'on commence un nouveau Siecle, par 
rapport a aucune autre Epoque; on ne acauroit rien tronver plus 
raiaonabile, que de dire que c' est le commencement du SecoDC 
Siede, auquel on a eu le bonheur d'avoir dea Princes Chretieas: 
a qui l' on peut frapper des medaillea avec le nom de Jeaua Cluill 
-La Science dea. Med. tom ii. p. 324. 

o,g""•db,Google 
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to avenge the death of V alens, who had been 
slain by the Goths, and conducted himself with 
such prudence, that he .was called to the impe­
rial throne. Here he was a strenuous supporter 
of Christianity. He issued many decrees 
against the Arian heresy, still professed, and 
established the orthodox faith in the Trinity, 
as de<:reed at the Council of Nicrea. Som:e 
attempts were made in his reign to revive 
the heathen superstitions at Rome · and in 
the provinces, but he effectually prevented 
them. The senate at Rome, who still had a 
tendency to their ancient rites, requested that 
they might be permitted to re-erect the altar to 
VICTORY, which had been removed; this he 
strictly prohibited, and about the same time he 
totally abolished in Egypt the worship of Se­
rapis and other gods, issuing the memorable 
decree, that no one should presume in t~e Ro­
man dominions '' to worship an idol by sacri­
fice." It was on thi" occasion that he sur­
mounted the globe with a cross, as is seen on 
his coins. The globe had been a favourite 
emblem of the Roman emperors, some of whom 
surmounted it with the Roman eagle ; some 
with the figure of Victory; and the family of 
Constantine with a phreuix : but Theodosius 
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placed on it the cross, intimating tbe triumph 
of Christianity over the whole earth. The: 
-originator of this device has been a matter of 
.dispute with Antiquarians. 1>u Cange affirm­
ing, that V alentinian was the fint who aaed 
it, and Bandurius, that a globe surlllOD8ted 
by a crou is to be found on a coin of Jcniat 
The coins alluded io, however, .are aaid to !J.: 

very mre, and are not memioned by Mcdis..,. 
barbus, &c. If the device had been used bef~ 
it seems to ·have been forgotten or neglectfi 
till Theodosius gave it currency and. celebrity: 
on two gold coins of different sizes in my co!· 

lection it is to be found, and I have not:seeni: 
on any (!arlier. ·Before the time of Theodosiw 
a Victo"Y surmounting a .cross was .universaL 

} after this time it disappeared, and the aoo 
r was always seen in ita place. He . seems there­

·,fore 10 have first established the use of t.hat 
emblem, which other Christian mooarclt.s, a; 
well P..S our own, bear at this day at their coro­
nation.· ·From this period heathen mytho.log; 
sunk-into general contempt, and forsaking dlt 
cities, where the inquisitive minds.of culti:rattd 
men had detected and exposed its ab&llrditie;. 
it retired among the remote 'Pagi;' or villagts. 
where it continued ~o hger a little Jeoger, and 
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its professors were denominated 'Pagani,'• or 
'Pagans;' and the superstition itself' Paganism,' 
an appellation which it retains to this day. 
Theodosius divided his empire between his sons 
Arcadius and Honorius, giving to the former 
the East, of which Constantinople was the 
capital; and to the latter the West, of which 
Rome was the capital. The ·Christian world 
was thus divided into two empires .and two 
churches ; the first distinction has been long / 
since obliterated, but the second yet subsists. t 
He died in 396, after a reign of sixteen years, 
having justly acquired the appellation of the 
Gnat. 

The annexed coin, No. 32, represents the 
emperor in armour, with a spear and shield : 
the "legend, DoMINvs THEODOSIVS, PBR­
PETVVs, FELIX, A VGvsTvs. The reverse re­
presents him in armour, holding in his right 
hand the Labarum, and in his left the globe, 
surmounted by a cross ; beside him is a star,:f: 

• Quod Religio Christiana in urbes recepta, Pagani gentiles 

rltu1 diu retinuerunt. 
t The teparation ·of' the cburc:hea did not entirely take· place 

till 188, when Basiliua, by the influence of Photiua, completely 
eft'ected it. 

t The 11t11r wu plaeed on the coiu of I ulius Cesar in allusion 

to hisanptioled··-ntfrltm v.-. and it aeems to have been 
hence adopted by 1ucoeeding emperors. 
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with the legend, GLORIA ORVIS for ORBIS 
TERRARvM-" the Glory of the earth." In 

. the exergue the letters THESsALONONIC.IE OB-
SIGNA'l'A, "coined at Thessalonica/' 

JUSTINIAN. 

For two centuries nothing very memorable 
· occurred in the eastern empire, nor did any of 
the emperors distinguish themselves till the 
reign of Justinian. Jus tin ian . was born in 
Thrace, and was raised to the imperial purple 

. in 5Zi, being 45 years old, though some of his 
coins represent him as a younger man. He 
was of a very religious turn ; nevertheless he 
married Theodora, an actress of a very pro­
fligate life, who gained great influence over 
him in persecuting heretics. The laws of the 
empire were at this time in grt;at confusion, and 
be engaged Trebonius, an eminent lawyer, to 
prepare a compilation of them; then a digest 

. or pandect; aud finally, institutes, or an ele­
mentary treatise. The Code, Pandects, and 
Institutes of Justinian, form the great body of 
civil jurisprudence recognized at this day. He 
was also the first who introduced the silk from 
Persia, and so it has passed into Europe. His 
piety was displayed on several occasions : be 
re-edified many churches, and among the rest 
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that of Sancta Sophia, as it uow exists at Con­
stantinople. He erected a statue ill the An­
gusteicn~, to which he ga~e the globe and cross 
whicll othels had confined to their coins :• he 
seemed ambitious of distinction in minor points; 
he modified the form of the cross into that which 
atill ~ntinues, in the eastem church, to be pecu­
liarly called the Greek cross,t and he beut , 
down the tiara, so as to give it the shape of the 
modem crown surmOWlted by a cross, as used 
at present by Christian monarchs. These clr­
<nUDStaDces are commemocated on his coins. 

The annexed coin, No. 33, represents oP 

the Qbverse the emperor robed, his head covered 
with a cross-bearing crowo of his new conatruc­
t.icm, .and holding in h.is right hand the cross­
bearing globe. The legend, in very rude cha­
racters: DOMINVS JVSTINIANVS, PEB• 

• Tlds 11tatue in the 'Augosc:eioa il thu1 diiiCribei by two 

w,ilarl: -l 'r'l 11M ~14 xeipl ftpfl rnpaipaJI. f'f'II"'}'B'f.ytw~ 
Toii rrc&pou f', GIVTlJ· " And in hi• left hand he holds a globe 
with a eroes il1ed on lt.'' Suidu Ledcon. art. lovS'"Ilr~. 
E~i'~ oe-r. Eu;o, ~f llo!IJI""''~ fll1f ~rill~ ~At.lvo!:au, &u.. 
fTTGIU/'0( &vrf nn -roii troMv f':,!UihGII. " He holds in his hand 
neither 1worcl nor spear, nor any other weapon but a croaa at&lld· 
bag oa • &1cJbe-Procop : de .£dille : I Ullin. lib. i. .c. 2. 

t In ,.U the II10ilm1 Gf!lek etaudartb I have 1e~, die figure 
or thU c:rou ..... exactly preeerved by the ineurgent& It repre· 
ll!lltl the three c:rouea at the c:mc:iflxloa ; that of Cbrkt ie ill the 
........ ol.-~ at ttllh.aide. 

G 
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PETvvs, Ptvs, AvGvsTVs. On the reverse is the 
Greek <.TOSS, ·standing on a pedestal of steps. 
The legend, rude and imperfect, VICTORIA 
AVGVST1;. in ~he · exergue, CONsTANTINo­
POLEttiS OBsiGNATA, " coined at Constanti· 
nople." 

One of the great and laudable laboms of 
Justinian, was the reparation of such cities as 
had. been destroyed either by the violence of 
the enemy or the convulsions of nature. · The 
towns of Syria had suffered greatly in both 
ways, particularly Antioch . .. This city had 
been rendered famous in the early annals of , 
Christianity, as the place where its doctrines 
met with the earliest reception, and its pro­
fessors were first called Christians, and where 
St. Peter established · the first Christian see. 
It was for these reasons held in high respect . by 
the early Christians, and we have seen . with 
what ~etermination the inhabitants had di&- 1 

sented from, and exposed the apostacy of Julian. 
This city the pious Justinian took under his 
especial csre, fie turned the river Orontes, so 
as to bring it to .the walls of the town: he 
paved the streets with immense blocks, so large, 
that Procopius says, each of them was a burthen 
for a four horse c11rt r be repaired the parts 
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bat had been bUrnt : he re-edi6ed the whole 
own after i~ had been shattered with an earth~ 
1uake : 1lnd he adorned it with two splendid 
:emples, one to ·the Deipara, or the Virgin 
111other of God, and the other to the arch angel 
Michael~• Having done all this he changed 
the name from Antioch, by which it was known 
md recognized on the roins of all his pre­
decessors, to e-w, " the city of G~ ;t" ~nd 
to commemorate the fact, his coins of that city 
are matked'CHE'IP' and so the practice was 
continued ·generally by his successor. . He died 
in the year ·565, in the .83d year of his age, 
worn out with cares and anxieties. 

The annexed coin, No. :U, represents on the 
obverse, the emperor with a crested crown, hold­
ing in one band a globe-bearing· cross, and. on 
the arm of· the other a shield ; the legend .as 
before. On the reY~ are the letters ANNO 
xxxr, the year of his reign, and the Greek 
~pital I, suppoaed by Jobert to staud for 10, 

~~~~de lEdiC: Judnlalli; lib. IL c. 10, EYII'. H •. E 

~~w, .nj, t41 TO~, fr•r fE 'AniOX"''( fAUa TJII 

• ..JI.. J!- ltx~,IIII<»>OIo " TheopoU., a city of the 

v JUitian, imtetld of Andoch, aftn the 
ID$ : de urblb111. w : tft~. 
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the number of small coins for wllicb it was ex­
changed. In the exergue is THET for ~~ 
the name he had conferred on Antioch. 

FOCA.S. 

Flavius Focas was only a oentarion. Ia 
the year 602 the Emperor Maurie$& directed 
the army in the Autumn to pass the 1st~, &Del 
ta~e up their winter quarters on the other side; 
they matinecl at this order, and placed .at their 
~jld Focas. Under hi~ tkq mamhell Oil 

Cobstaatinople, ~red aod took the city,· ancl 
thea elected ··their leader Eat~ f9l' his· e&­

vices. Maurioins, despairing of safety, .fiecl 
aci'OIJS the Bosphorns to Chalc2edon, wherehe_lras 
seitled with· his children, and hi11 whole falnily 
was put to death, by order of ·the new emperor, 
with the exception of one pemo~a. ChOID:'Oel, 
the Persian king, wishing to avenge lhe death 
of his friend Mamioius, totally defeated. the 
Roman armies, and carried -devastation into 
the eastern provinces. When their gene~ 
Narcet~s, returned to Constantinople, he ordered 
hiiJl to be burned alive in the market;..plt~ce. 
The army became now discontented at the pro­
gress of the Persian war, and the Praetorian 
guard bul'!t into ·open mutiny, tM~tting ~ to 
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the emperor'11 palace, opening the prisons, and 
liberatiag the malefactors. But they were sub-
dned; many were beheaded, many were cast . 
into the sea, and the rest were disbanded. A 
fresh insurrection, however, broke out at Alex­
andria, where Heraclius commanded; and he 
having advanced from Africa, entered Con­
s~tinople, seized the person of the tyrant whom 
he immediately slew ; and having cut off his 
head, ordel'(d it to be carried into the city, and 
hi& body to be burned in the cattle-market. He 
reigned seven years and seven months, leaving 
behind him a very atrocious character. His 
coins generally represent him as he was, a man 
of a truculent aspect, indicative of the unrelent-
ing' ferocity of his mind. Yet at the same time 
he was careful of minute observances, and they 
all exaibit some emblem of Christianity, in 
whieh, like Justinian, he seemed fond of dis­
playing tlis piety. It .had been the custom of 
the emperon; preceding him, to bear in their 
hand a wand, flattened at the top, for a sceptre; 
ar.ad dais. custom was very ancient among the 
Gl'eeks. Tbe sceptre was called N"'pB-r,E, because J 
it was made of the stem of a plant of that name, ..;. · / 
called by the Romaqs, Ferula ; and hence the 
empP"Ora themselve$ were called Narthecophoroi. 
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There is an island named Oxia, in the· sea of 
Marmora, at a short distance from Constan­
tinople, where the Greek emperors had a palace 
and made it their summer residence. It is re­

markable that this island abounds this day with 
this plant~ which supplied the sovereigns with 
sceptre&, nor is it to be fonnd any where else that 
J know of, in the country about Contantinople. 
From the time of Theodosius, this sceptre was 
·usually superseded on the coins by a ball sur-, 
mounted by a long cross ; bnt Focas was the 
first who substituted a cross, without a globe, 
for his sceptre ; and this atrocious man seemed 
to have taken particular care to have emblems 
of Christianity displayed in every form about 
his person. 

The annexed coin, No. 35, represents on 

the obverse the emperor with a full_ front in his 
robes ; his head covered with a cra.bearing 
crown, and in his right hand his newly devised 
cross-bearing sceptre. The legend Do111N vs 
FOCAS PERPETvvs AVGvsTvs. On the ~ 
verse is an angel, holding in one hand a cross, 
surmounted with a P, the monogram -of the 
emperor's name, which in Greek was always, 
and in Latin sometimes spelled with a PH-; in 
the other a cross-bearing globe. The legend, 
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with a mixture of Gothic letters, VICTORIA 
.A, VGUSTJ. In the exergue CONsTANTINo­
POl..:u.1s OBsiGNATA. 

JUSTINIAN RHINOJrlBTUS. 

The introductiOn of images and pictures 
into the Grecian churehes had now become 
very prevalent, and the emperors commemo­
rated the practice by impressiog similar ones 
an their coins. Justinianus, son of Constanrinus 
Pogonatus, was called to the imperial throne in 
685. . He was a man of cruel and implacable 
character, and was attacked and ~en prisoner 
by LeontiWl, who mutilated him by·cutting off ' 
his nose, and from thence he was called Rhino­
mdus. He wu aftei:Wards 9vertaken by a storm 
at sea, and his confessor directed him to pray 
for and promise forgiveneos to his enemies. His 
prayer was, " May I dow perish if I spare one 
of them!" which deteimhiation 'he religiously 
kept when r~tored to the crown. He affected, 
notwithstanding, much piety, and was the first 
to introduce upon his coins the image of ow· \1 
Saviour, copied, it should appear, from a brazen 
statue of him over one of the churches, which 
was afterwards the cause · of much tumult. 
Justinian died in the year 711, leaving behind 
him a very atrocious character. 

o,g""•db,Google 
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lo the annexed coin, No. 36, the ob'fene 
represents the bust of Christ, holding in his left 
hand the Gospel, or perhaps the Prophets, wbiclk 
he seems to be explaining by the pointed finger 
of his right band ; his head is crowned with rays. 
The legend, with a mixture of Greek and Go-­
thic letter, JESUS CHRISTVS, REX REG­
NANTIVM-" Jesus Christ, the King of 
kings/' On the reverse the empe~or is rq>N-­
sented in bamd vestments, hit head surmounted 
with a common cross, and holding in 1lis right 
hand the cr0911 of J u'tinian. The lege11.d, Do. 
MxNvs JVSTINIANVS SERVVS CHRISTI 
-" Lord Justinian, servant of Christ." In the 
exergue CO NOB, as in the former. 

LEO AND CONSTANTINE. 

The excess of images and pictures, now in­
troduced into the Christian church, excited m 
no small degree the concern of those who 
thought them inimical to pure worship. and a 
violation of the commands of God; a refor­
mation, therefore, commenced in the eastem 
church, similar to that which many centuries 
after took place in the western; which was 
warmly supported by the Emperor Leo. 

Leo II. called lsaurus, from the place of his 



birth in Asia Minor, was originally named Conon; 
.but took the appellation of Leo when crowned 
;emperor in 71'1. He began his reformation by 
1 asaembliog a collDcil of bishops and senators, 
:who both concurred with him in the propriety 
1 of removing all images, from the altars and 
sanctuaries of Christian churches. In this re­

; formation be was violently opposed by Ore­
gory II. pope of Rome, who excited the Latin 

; people to revolt against him, and "inflnenced 
Germanus, the patriarch of Constantinople, to 
resist his authority. He exiled Germanus, and 
sent a fleet to reduce his revolted subjects in 
Italy; but the fleet was lost in a storm in the 
Adriatic, and an earthquake at the same ti10e 
devastated Coostantiple :, these two circum­
stances were assigned by his opponents as evi­
dence of God's anger against him. A sect of 
Christians at this time started up, who were 

called Iconoclasts or image-breakers. They 
entered the churches, and like Knox's reformen, 
and Cromwell's puritans, defaced or destroyed 
every jmage they met. The b 
ministers were snpposed to 

whose zeal often carried 
of discretion. • There 
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principal churches, an image of Christ, held in 
high respect by the people. Not content with 
destroying the images of saints, they tore down 
this also, as an idolatrous exhibition. The 
Latin writers, as may be supposed, were loud in 
their condemnation of this impiety. They as­
serted ·that Leo had secret connection with the 
Arabs· and Jews, and with· an atrocious sect 
called Maniehmans, prevalent in the part of 
Asia Minor where he was born, and that he 
acted with a view to extirpate .Christianity al­
together. He, however, persevered in hi$ refor­
mation till his death, which happened in .the 
year741. 

He was succeeded by his son Constantine 
Copronymus, called so in derision, because,. as 
the Latin writers assert, he defiled· the· font. at 
his baptism, no vain omen . of his impiety, • a 
token that he would pollute and defile the 
church hereafter. He persevered in the same 
course as his father had begun, till he had era­
dicated the traces of supel'l!tition, and r~ored 

"Icraupou wo>.Nl. 6~a.p.a.Te& I¥D?G..;a sa.p•>,.~u lUll ..,_.. 
lrTB,icra.~~ a,a Tri 'lr<IIITfMio uJ..t,y,,.~ tWToii-" Under Leo the 
Isaurian many ancient statues were destroyed, and disappeared 
through hia extreme folly." The exceeding scarcity of sculptuml 
remains of ancient art in Constantinople at the present day, is 
attributable 81 much to thia cause 81 to the rav8ges of the TW'ks 
and Cnuaden. 

• Haud vanum impietatis omen. 
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't.he worship of the church to its primitive purity 
and simplicity. That their obj~t was not to 

abolish Christianity, but to purify it, appears 
f'rom their inscriptions and coins. They erased 
all irgpressions of the Virgin, and even of our 
Saviour • as idolatrous ; .but they retained every 
where the great .sign of salvation, the cross •. 

. There stood till·very lately in Constantinople, 
an inscription over the great gate of the palace · 
called Chalces, strongly expressing their senti­
ments on this subject, and indicating that their 
hostility wu not directed· against a sacred em­
blem, but against. the unwQrthy and degrading 
representation of the living God, by an idol of 
lifeless matter. Under a large cross sculptured 
over the entrance of the palace were the foilow­
ing words:-

A•ONONEI~Ol:KAifiNOHl:ESHPMENON 
X~NrPA+EI8AIMH+BPONO~El:DOTH% 
TAHI'EHPATAil:rPA+AU:DATOTMENH. 
AECiNITNTIOTONEOKONl:TANTINO 
::ETATPO~XAPATTEITONTPil:OABIONTrDON 
KATXHM.lllll:TONENDT.AA.Il:ANAKTOPON 

• A coin with out Savioilr'a image, not having tbe name of 
aDJ emperor, b attributed to him by Du Cup, but 'R!rf properlJ 
rejected by Bauduriua, u altogether lnCOIIIiattut with hb tuown 
ebancter and couduc:t. Another with a llimiW rnene, aud 
hanag Leo's name on· the obYene, ia jllltlJIIIw-ci by Pellerin, 
te beloaa 10 Leo VI., called the Sap. 
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" The emperor cannot endure that Christ 
should be sculptured, a mute and lifeless image 

\ / graven on earthly materials. But Leo and· his 
v son, young Constantine, have at their gates en-

graved the thrice blessed representation of the 
cross, the glory of believing monarchs.'' 

Copronymus died in the year 776. 
The annexed coin, No. 87, from which the 

image of Christ is excluded, and replaced by 
that of the reigning monarch, exhibits on the 
obverse, the emperor Leo ; his head covered 
with the crown of Justinian surmounted with a 
cross. His body is clothed in biUTed vestments, 
and in his right hand he holds the Greek cross. 
The legend, in rude characters, CoNsTANTINO 
LEON Pus ANNOs MVLTos-H to Constan­
tine and Leo the Pious, many years.• On the 
reverse are both Leo and his son Constantine, 
crowned and clothed as in the obverse, with 
a Greek legend, expressed in rude Latin letters, 
CONSTANTINOS SuN LEON 0 NEOS­
u young Constantine with Leo." 

• Khell in his supplement to V alllant nplaln• thla legend, 
and nya it alludes to the destruction he meditated for the Catholic 
religion. In antica IIDnos multos eharactere barbara ei conpre­
eantur civea et monetarii ; quibus Totis ad !~frniclem quidem reli­
gioni• Catholic• nentua atis commode respondit.-Sup : Vall : 
4to. p. 303. 
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JOHANNBS ZEJIISCEII. 

The reformation in the Greek church con­
tinued with various mccess for more than two 
eenturies. Leo V. called Armenus, was so 
eager to effect it, thut he is strongly reprobated 
by the Latin writers, who say-" he raged with 
every kind of atroeity against the sacred Ca. 
tholic images. "• He was assassinated at the 
altar, with the cross in his hand. MichAel 
BJllbus, however, allowed, in 820, the worship 
of images to every man's conscience, but strictly 
prohibited their- restoration in churches ; till at 
length Theodora, during the minority of her 
son Michael III. replaced them-exhibiting, as 
the Latin historian say-" a singular exam­
ple of a woman who restored the worship of 
imagea."t 

The zeal of the reformers now abated, the 
coostant reclamation of the clergy of the Latin 
church prevailed, and images were again gene­
rally introduced. Johannes Zemisces slew the 
emperor Nicephoras Phocas in his palace, and 
was himself saluted emperor by his adherents, 

• In IICr8l bnaginet Catholicaa omol atroc:itate baacpt111 eat. 
t Siogulare e11emplwa bmine que aacrarum imaginum 

ftillll radllllt. 

' 

) 
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in the year 969 ; but the patriarch refused to con­
firm their choice till he had expiated his guilt. 
He therefore bestowed all his goods to feed 
the poor, and performed other penar.ces, when 
·he was· at length accepted of. Among other 
acts of piety recorded of him, is the restitution 
of the statue of the Virgin. He had defeated 
the Bulgarians, who had made an inroad into 
the territories of the empire, and' found among· 
their spoils a chariot~ on which he placed an 
image of the Virgin of great· reputed sanctity, 
and made with her a triumphal entry into the 
city. This he· deposited with great solemnity 
in the principal church, where it was kept like 
that of Minerva, as the great palladium of the 
state. This image he has repre8ented on his 
coins, and was _the first who introduced the 
practice. He.also restored the image of Christ, 
being the first who devoted both the obverse_ 
and reverse to his image and inscription. He 
died by p<>iKOn in the year 975. 

The annexed coin, No. 38, exhibits on the 
obverse the image of our Saviour, with a book, 
his head circled with glory-on each side is 

IC,XC, the Greek initials and termination of 
Jesus Christ; without a legend. The obvene 
represents the Virgin, her hands expanded, and 

•· 
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her head ~undE'd with a nimbus, • with ~e 
letten MP, 8T M'I'"Jp ew., " the mother of God." 

From this time till the destruction of the 
lower empire by the Turks, the coins that have 
been found are very irregular and imperfect ; 
they either have no legend to designate to whom 
they belong, or they are wrapped up in. an ob­
scure and uncertain monogram, that at, best is 
but a subject of mere conjecture; . few coins 
of the great families of the Comneni an~ the 
Paleologi are to be found ; and one known to 
belong to the last Constantine, has not yet, I 
believe, been discovered.t .The image of the 
Virgin, still held her pla~e on the coins, though 
a compromise was made with the churches, 
which continues at the present day. The 
Greeks, moreover, in their contests, succeeded 
in establishing many points of doctrine and dis-

• Tbe DimbUI or slory which. Jl!l" eDdrclea tbe beada or 
sainbl only, wu in the lower empire a.mark oCrepl diatinction. 
It II aeea I'OWld the heads of Constantine, Mauritiua, Focu, and .I 

othen 1 md appean to have bem a modlAcatioa ol the rayed. 
--oC tbe Rcnnaia emperon. Bat 6om tbe time of lohannes 
z-s-., uti lastinlaD RhlaOIQetaa it wu e~llliYely conflnecl 
to Christ, the Virgin, St. DemetriUI md other saiataln the Greek 
cllara, ud so It baa been adopted md -dnued in tbe Latin. 

t Da Cup uhlbita alarp medal ollolm PaleolOIIJI.. Be 
a1ao p.a a coin ol :Miehael Palealopa, though DO. IIIICriptioD 
l8lldloae tbe CODjeclure. Mlonaet JDeDtioal one of Constantine 
PaJeolltU, bat reJects it u apaJioi1a. 
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} cipline, approximating to those which the Pro­
. testants adopted at the Reformation. They 

v 
reject the infallibility of any individual in 
their church. They do not bold as canonical 
the Apochrycal books. They do not believe 

' in an intermediate state, where sins are purged 
by fire or other means.• They use leavened 
bread formed into a loaf at the Eucharist. t 
They give the elements of both kinds to the 
laity. Their secular priests may . be married 
men.~ ·All statues or sculptured representations 
are excluded from theiJ.' churches ; but their 
place is supplied by abundance of pictures, 
which are no less the objects of their respect 
and devotion. The Greeks, with their usual 
refinement, adhere to the letter of the law and 
reject all graven images; but it seems a strange 
anomaly that those who profess to feel a horror 
at bowing to wood and stone, should kneel with­
out scruple to paint and canvass. 

• Pqrgatory, or ra place 'lfhere •il• i• purged by fire, or otber 
mean•, w~ ellowecl by Origen, but coaclelllJlecl by the 2nd couacil 
eC Coaatantinople. 

t The bread II a.o* 11 ~a. loaf, but aw4e for die pu,_ ; 
lla'ting oa. it the !etten fioua.c1 on the coim ; \£ It~ X,~ 
~IIUI, " .lesa~ Cbrilt tqnqWIJI." • 

t They may lie ..med wheu ordained, but c:aaDOt m&lTJ 
afterwards. 



ADDENDA. 

It may not be irre1evant to conclude the ac­
:ount of amulets by a brief notice of the opinions 
till entertained in the East on the same subjeet. 
\. conviction of the prophylactic efficacy of ce~ 
:ain words or symbols, in averting evil; is stiU 
:be universal notion entertained by every class 
[ have met, either Tu.rks, Jews, or Chris~ans. 
Fbe former sell these charms publicly at their 
mosques, and I have caused to be purchased for 
me at the mosque of Santa Sophia, several writ­
ten amulets, composed of verses from the Koraa 
and the 99 Epithets of Alia, accompanied with 
ati aseurance that whoever wore them were pro-­
tected against all the evils moral and physical 
therein specified. 

Some of these evils are enumerated as follow, 
for all which I have obtained talismans or am uleta. 
The malignity of demons, serpents, scorpions, 
and venemoua animals; fraud, calumny, sudden 
death, sword and lance; 77 and 366 diaea• 

( . 
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Many of them are particularized, such as the 
worm of hell (tape worm) colic, head-ache, sore 
eyes, lumbago, any affections of the head, teeth, 
eyes, throat, neck, shoulders, ears, breast, navel, 
belly, hands, and feet. One talisman promises 
to protect the wearer, if stones rained ·down from 
the sky ; another assures him it will cause his 
word to be always respected, and a third affirllli 
that the angel Gabriel has promised Mahomet 
that the bearer of it shall enter Paradise looking 
in the face of two beautiful damsels, one on his 
right hand and the other on his left. But the 
evil most dreaded, and the pregnant source of all 
the rest, is an evil eye. This is a superstition 
perhaps the earliest entertained in the world, and 
the must widely diffused, and which yet con­
tinues in the East in its full force, firmly fixed 

. in the minds of every class and denomination oi 
the people, who evince an extraordinary solici­
tuqe to evade its effects, which are not confined 
to any particular injury, but extend to every 
misfortune which a man can sustain in his per­
son, property, or destiny. One of these is very 
remarkable, and the Turks in particular are mOS! 
anxious to avert it. When a wedding take; 

place they imagine . that some person in th~ 
company _may, by a glance of the eye, at once 
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. estroy their connubial happineSs, and stories of 
his kind are every day toid and believed. One 
,f the janissaries of the English palace commu­
:.icated to me a case of this kind which bad just 
£J.appened to his son-in-law, a fine young man, 
who lay under this influence but was afterwards 
restored by the efficacy of some charms made 
for him by a dervish. Imagination had probably 
a powerful effect in causing and -curing the­
malady. To avert these and .similar conse­
q uences various talismans are devised : the most 
common is a little figure ,of blue beads or glass, 
in various shapes, su.~pended to the thing to be 
protected. It.is imagined that-this .conspicuous 
object will attract the first glance of the evil eye, 
and so its malignity will be expended on it. 

This is universally attached, not only to 

animate but inanimate objects. Horses and 
buffaloes, ships and houses, are equally guarded 
in this way. When a child is to be shielded from 
harm, amulets of blue china or glass in the form 
of a human band are hung on the head. This 
is called Kef Marjam on the " hand of Mary, "• 

t Then II a beautiCul1111d-fragnmt lhrub very common in all 
the baDb of the riven in the Eut--tbe Vite:a Agnua Cutua. 
Tbe cUgltate leuet of this resembfuJg a band, the Turb abo 'eall 
Kef Jlujam,.IDCI. attribute to it the virtuet of an amulet. 
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and supposed to be the Virgin's hand held over 
the infant, and it is generally used by the Arm~ 
nians. But besides these and similar <!Des, tbe 
Greeks have sculptured gems. inscribed and osed 
as those of the Gnostics, and differing only iD 
the better infiuence under which they are su~ 
posed to act. One of these in my collecticm 
is cut on a comelian, to which the p~ at· 

tributed great virtue. It contains an inscriptiOD 
surmounted by a cross, and terminated by the 
date. The inscription is Despinoo Thanasi, the 
ume of the person who is put under the pro­
tection of the cross. Many Gnostic amuletB bear 
the name of the person in a similar manner. 

___ __,__ 
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