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PREFACHE.

I publiish this short account of the first Kuropean

expedition to the celebrated Jade Mines at the request
of some of my friends.. I am afraid they will find but
little to interest them i_n .itv; and, as it’has been hastily
written, I hope they will excuse the-style in which it
is produced. If it affords them any amusement or in-

struction I shall be satisfied.

C. H. E.- - ADAMSON,

MAJOR.

Oct. 14th, 1889.




A SHORT ACCOUNT

OF. AN

EXPEDITION TO BURMAH.
R

Ox a former occasion (in 1878) I published a “ Narrative of an
Official Visit'to the King of Burmah in March, 1875, giving
an account of a voyage from Rangoon to Mandalay, and of my
reception by the King of Burmah at his capital.

On my return I little thought that my next visit to Mandalay
would be under such different civcumstances. Yet so it turned
out. On my first visit T went as a stranger and a foreigner,
and was received by his Majesty as a representative of the
Government of India with courtesy and civility indeed, but
still with suspicion and distrust as a « Kulla” foreigner, whose
presence in the royal city was merely tolerated owing to the
gracious condescension of the King. On my second visit, which
was just ten years later, viz., in December, 1885, I went as a
ruler in the land, and as one who, instead of being permitted
to visit the royal city as a favour, had not only a right to be
there, but the power to give orders as to who might and who
might not be admitted within the gates of Mandalay.

The change was indeed striking. The British troops, under
Sir ¥ Prendergast, had invaded and conquered the country,
and the son and successor of King Mindoon had been deposed,
and was on his way, a prisoner, to. India.

The town of Mandalay was held by the British troops, and
the Royal Palace, but recently occupied by the King, his wives
and relations, and ministers of state, was now one large barrack.

At the gates of the Golden Palace, recently so carefully
guarded against the intrusion of any but favoured individuals,
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the Englislt sentry now paced up and down, refusing admittance
to nobles and courtiers who but a month before would have
ridiculed the possibility of any one being admitted inside the
gates, save by their instmniental‘ity and under their direction.
All day long in the place of ministers of state and their followers
passing barefooted through the gates, and making obeisance to
the “centre of the universe,” as the dwelling place of the King
was considered, were to be seen British soﬁ?iers, in their heavy
boots, tramping in and out; and in the place of the gilded cars,
conveying members of the royal family, were to be seen strings
of bullock carts, laden with all manner of military and com-
missariat stores.

In the andience chamber itself, where T was formerly received”
by the King in the presence of his nobles and ministers, not
one of whom dared to look on the royal face, were heaped up
in confusion stores of all descriptions, including deal cases, in
which many of the valuables found in the palace had been
hurriedly packed, preparatory to being removed. Everything,
except the military arrangements, was in confusion. - Heaps of
arms and helmets formerly belonging to the King’s soldiers,,
" palm leaf records, lumps of jade, huge mirrors, gilded and’
jewelled chairs, and all sorts of household utensils were scattored
about promiscuously throughout the rooms and passages of the
Royal Palace. ‘

Gilded beds, on which before no person of lower rank than
‘royalty had slept, were now to be scen doing duty as cots for
private soldiers; and the arms and accoutrements of the Sepoys
were hung up against gilded pillars. Even now the work of
Qemolition had begun. Walls and partitions were being re-
moved; floors taken up, and the dirt of years was being removed
from where it had been concealed from sight, though not from
smell, by exquisite carving and gilding.

I will not, however, dwell longer on this theme. Tt is now
an old story. Tt is my intention rather to give a short account
of the first English expedition to the Jade Mines, which, to-
gether with the rest of the property of the King of Burmah,

came into pdssession of the British, in consequence of the
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suceersful operations carried out by our troops during the years
1885 to 1887.

It will be necessary, in the first place, to give some idea of
the locality of the Jade Mines, together with certain facts re-
garding them which were known up to the autumn of 1887.

The territory of Upper Burmah, including the Shan States,
which came into the British possession in 1885, covers about
200,000 square miles. It is bounded on the west and north-
west by Arracan, Chittagong, Assam, and Manipur. On the
north and north-east it is bounded by the Chinese Empire.

But on the whole of this extended frontier there are ranges of

hills, inhabited by Karens, Chins, Kachins, Shans, and other
mountain tribes, whb,pnid but a nominal allegiance either to
the Burmese Kings or to the Chinese Emperors. Some of them
indeed were absolutely independent.

On the first arrival of the Chief Commissioner, Sir Charles
Bernard, at Mandalay, in December, 1885, this new country
was divided into fourteen districts, and I was placed in charge
of the Mandalay district, which included the capital. * After
some nine months I was transferred to the Bhamo district,
which is the most northerly portion of Upper Burmah, and
which is conterminous with the Ghinese Empire in the north
and north-east. In the Bhamo district is the town of Mogoung,
from near which it was known that most of the jade stone was
obtained.

In the spring of 1886 a column had marched from the town
of Bhamo as far as Mogoung. The Deputy-Commissioner,
Major Crawford Cooke, had been well received by the natives,
and he placed one of the local officials, called Moung Kulla,
in authority as the representative of the British Government;,
with orders to see that the jade stone quarries were worked as
usual,

In the Burmese times the workihg of jade stone was a royal
monopoly, and as much as £5,000 used to be received annually
from the jade farmer, who was, as a rule, a Chinaman. The
jade which used to be exported from Rangoon to China, and
which all came from the Burmese jade mines, was valued at
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more than £50,000 per annum. It was very necessary, there-
fore, that the Jade Mines should be brought properly under
our control;-especially as fur some years, owing to the Kachin
rebellion and the Chinese occupatiofteof Blias 10, the trade had
greatly fallen off. $

On arriving to take clirge of the Bhamo distriet I w d‘i,.
among other matters, ordered to dirvect my attention to the re- 2
opening of trade with the Jade Mines, 5

Tn order to get at the mines it was necessary in the first, place
to establish a permanent post at Mogoung. It is true that a
column of British troops had reached that town in the spring of
18806, and had left an official in charge, but this man was soon
afterwards murdered; and though his murderers were seized
and promptly executed by the natives of the place, yet the
official sent in his stead by the Deputy-Commissioner of Bhamo
was not well received, and he deemed it expedient to return to
Bhamo,

A son of the murdered man, by name Poh Saw, was elected
by the people in the place of his father, and he carried on the
Government in the name of the British, but in reality as an_in-
dependent ruler. Owing to disturbances in other parts of ‘the
country no troops could be spared for an expedition to B[Of*oung,
to complete the conquest of that part of the country, until tﬁe
end of 1888. %

In the beginning of 1887, having received a reinforcement of’,
some 500 military police, Lieutenant O’Donnell, under my orders,
established a stockade at a place called Tsenbo,* some seventy
miles higher up the Irrawaddy than Bhamo. This post afters *
wards became a base for our advance on Mogoung and the Jade .
Mines. : :

The information regarding the Jade Mines which I was able
to collect from Chinese merchants and others, together with~
facts gleaned by the former expedition, may be briefly recapitu-
lated as follows :—

The Jade Mines were said to be situated in a north-westerly

* A reforence Lo the map will show the position of Tsenbo and the villages north
of it,
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direction from Bhamo among the Kachin Tlills, and distant from
that town about 300 miles. They were situated somewhere in
the highlands between the sources of the Mogoung and the
Chinwind rivers, which are both tributaries of the Irrawaddy.
The Mogoung river flows into the Tirawaddy about 100 miles
above Bhamo, and the Chindwin is the largest affluent of the
Trrawaddy, which it joins near the town of Mingyan, below
Mandalay.

Jade had been brought to Rangoon by hoth these rivers, but
the largest quantity had always come by way of Mogoung and
Bhamo. There were, therefore, two ways by which the Jade
Mines could be reached; but as the road via Mogoung was said
to be the shorter, and as the town of Mogoung would serve as
a base of operations, it was decided to proceed by the latter
route. Morcover the road, as far as Mogoung, had been once
traversed by our froops, and was thorefore not entirely new
ground. _ S

To Mogoung it was possible to go either by land or by river,
but before reaching it by either way, cortain hills inhabited by
Kachins had to be passed; and these Kachins, or some of them,
were known to be hostile. They had, on several occasions, at-
tacked boats laden with jade on their way down the river,,and
the traders were so much afraid of them that few dared to
venture on the voyage from Mogoung to Bhamo.

From Bhamo to the place where the Mogoung river joins the
TIirawaddy the river runs through a detile among hills, The
scenery is very grand.  Steep hills, covered with dense forest,
come down to the very edge of the river; and the bed of the
river is formed of massive rocks, which in the dry season appear
bare and rugged to 50 or 70 feet above the surface of the water.
At intervals the bed of the river is impeded by huge rocks in
mid channel, which at first sight appear to render navigation
almost impossible for any craft larger than country boats.
During the rainy season, when the river is in flood, and during
a rapid rise, no boat of any description can go up the river,

which rushes with impetuous force throngh the narrow channels,

forming every here and there most dangerous whirlpools. ~As
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there is no road by land during the rainy season, the result is
that sometimes for a month or more at a time communication
between Bhamo and the upper reaches of the river is entirely

“ closed. In the dry scason, however, or when the river is falling,
the river is navigable for boats, which are assisted over the
rapids by inhabitants of villages on the banks, who manage to
add alittle to their scanty earnings by this work. I had proved
during the summer of 1887 that the river was navigable by
steam launches, by taking the Government steam launch “The
Mogoung” safely throvgh the defile to our new fort at Tsenbo,

a station”a short distance below the junction of the Mogoung
and Irrawaddy rivers. : ;
The Mogoung river itself is much smaller than the main ;
Trrawaddy. Tt is full of rapids and sandbanks, and it is with
great difficulty that laden hoats can, durir g the dvy season, get
up the river to Mogoung. It is on these rapids that the Kachins
are in the habit of attacking traders’ boats. Mogoung is the
town to which most of the jade is brought from the mines, and
it is here that it is first disposed of to the merchants, who bring
it to Bhamo. In the King of Burmah’s time the revenue on
jade was largely collected at this place, and in addition to legal
charges it was well known that large fortunes -were made by
the officials of the town by illegal means. Of the road from
Mogoung to the Jade Mines little could be learnt, as those people
who knew the road were almost invariably interested in keeping
the knowledge from us. The Chinese, always suspicious of
Luropeans, were afraid that if Tnglish traders were allowed to
8o to the mines they would lose the monopoly of the jade trade;
thie Bypmese officials knew that they would lose their illegal
gains; and the Kachins, who listened to the stories spread
about by the Chinese and Burmese, were led to believe that the,
English were no better than demons. They were led to believe
that they would be killed or carried off into slay

ery; that their
hills, their cattle, and their wives would

taken from them.
It was therefore but natural that they should not be inclined to

« give us any assistance. The « onsequence of this was that dis-

tances were doubled, dangers magnified, and the difficulties of
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procuring or transporting supplies, were represented as much
wotse than they turned out to be. ;

If any credence had been placed in the difficulties and dan gers
which we were informed had to be faced, it is certain that our
expedition would never have started in the form it did. Even
when a man was met with who was willing to give information,
his information was of but little use. Among people who have
no, idea of distance, as‘computed by miles or any other standard,
it is most difficult to”arrive at any correct estimate of the dis-
tance from one plaée to another. A village may be described
as being distant two days’ Journey for a man and five days’
jowrney for a laden bullock; this being the time in which the
informant may have travelled over the ground perhaps ten years
ago, or the time in which some friend of his had done the
journey. Of course, such a deseription as this is of scarcely
any use when endeavouring to compute the time which it will
take for g column of 500 men, and half as many heavily-laden
mules, to get over the ground. A journey which in March,
when the c‘ouutry is dry, may be done in two days, might be
absolutely impracticable in December, when the water had not
yet sufliciently dried up; and a road which was good three
years before, would, if not frequently used .and kept open, be
absolutely uscless, even if it could be found, at the present time,
I may therefore say that of the road from Mogoung to the Jade
Mines nothing positive was known before we started on our
expedition. The attitude of the Kachins towards us was also
unknown. It was thexefore necessary that we should be pre-
pared for all emergencies; that we should take with us supplies
for the whole time we should be absent from Bhamo; that we
should be prepared to defend ourselves from attacks on the way;
that we should be able to move, as occasion should require,
eit’ v by land or by water; and that we should be ready to
make our own roads and bridges.

In the beginning of 1887, the contract of the man who farmed
the jade under the King of Burmah having expired, the right
of buying jade was re-let by the British Government to a Can-
tonese Chinaman called Loon Pine. 'This man was unpopular
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with the Yunamese Chinamen, who form. the bulk of the mer-
chauts at Bhamo, and who had previously leased the mines.
In consqueyge disputes were very frequent, and as our official
at Mogoung neglected to come to Bhamo, matters remained in
a most unsatisfactory state. It was obvious that until we had
complete control at Mogoung that it would be impossible for us
in any way to regulate the traffic in jade; and throughout the
year I was making arrangements for the advance of a column
to that place, and thence to the district from which the jade
was procured. In December, 1887, all was ready for an ad-
vance. .

It was determined, after much deliberation, that we should
march up the Irrawaddy river by the left bank as far as we
could, and then cross the river to our fort at Tsenbo. From
Tsenbo we were to march to Mogoung, and there to establish a
military post, to serve as our hase while we proceeded to find
our way to the Jade Mines. : ;

After much persuasion the head man of Mogoung had been
induced to come to meet me at Tsenbo, B

It was very important that this man should be really, and
not only in name, our official. Ifis name was Poh Saw. He
was a man of great influence among the Kachins, whose hills
occupy a large part of the Mogoung district. Fle was also
directly descended from one of the old noble families of Mogoung,
He was a Shan, and one the race who had ruled in' the Shan
kingdom, of which Mogoung was the capital hefore the Burmese
had taken the country. I wasg, thel'eforé, very pleased when I
heard that he was coming to meet me. When he came to
Fsenhg he tvas ac mpanied by many of the chief Shan residents
of Mogoung and by numerous influential Chinese merchants,
and T had a satisfactory interview with him inside of our new
fort. e promised to obey all ordérs of the English Govern-
ment, to govern in accordance with instructions he should from
time to time receive from the Deputy-Commissioner Bhamo,
In return T appointed him Myoke of Mogoun in the place of
his father, who had been murdered in our service. I gave him
a large sum as arrears of pay for some months, and I sent him
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.

back to Mogoung with orders to have the roads cut and provi-
siohs ready for our troops, who would soon be marching to tl.le
Jade Mines. & was also ordered to call in all the Kachin
chiefs who were connected with the Jade Mines, in order that
I might inform them of. the intentions of the British Govern-
ment. All this he promised to do, and I returned to Bhamo
well pleased with the result of my negotiations.
On the 26th December everything was in readiness for our

start.  The column consisted of the following troops :—

50 Rifles Cheshire Regiment,.

100 Ritles Kelat i Gilzais.

25 Mounted Infantry.
500 Military Pélice.
2 Guns Mounted Battery.

There were also some 350 baggage mules with their drivers,
2 elephants, 3 steam launches, and 33 large country boats. In
addition we had a surveying party to map out the country as
we proceeded.

Licut. Pasley commanded the Artillery.

Capt. Armstrong commanded the Cheshire.

Licut. Morton was in command of the Native Infantry.

Licut. O’Donnell commanded the Military Police.

The whole were under the command of Capt, Triscott, R.A.,
who was an old friend of mine, with Lieut. Williams, R.A., as
his staft officer.

We were, morcover, accompanied by Capt. Clements as
Commissiariat officer, and other officcr, together with a Roman
Catholic missionary, Father Cadoux, who could if occasion re-
quired act as Kachin and Shan interpreter.

Early on the morning of the 27th we marched out of Bhamo
and as the column passed out of the north gate of the town it
made a great impression on the assembled natives. I doubt
whether such a formidable expedition had ever started from

Bhamo hefore. 'The baggage mules in single file and the

artillery and infantry marching one hehind the other made a
line which extended for about two miles. The whole of the
first day was oceupied in crossing the Taiping river, a tributary
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of the Irrawaddy which joins it a few miles above Bhamo, This
river is about a quarter of a mile broad with an island of sand
in the middler All the baggage had to be taken off the mules
and conveyed to the sandpank by boats, it had then to be carried
across the island and again put into hoats before the other side
was reached.

We encamped for the night on the north bank of the Taiping
river. On the 28th a short march brought us to the Molé
Stream, another tributary of the Trrawaddy. This stream is
narrow but deep. A number of canoes and boats were collected
from a village in the neighbourhood and a bridge of boats was
constructed. The animald were all unloaded and the baggage
was earried across the stream by means of the bridge. The
animals were then all swum across, a movement which was
managed very successfully, In the evbning we encamped on
the north of the Molé Stream, at the village® of Thabanbing.
Next morning I started early in front of the column, and about
2 p.m. I reached the village of Thabyaybing with my own men
and baggage. The road was very hilly with some steep ascents,
In the evening I received a message from Capt. Triscott saying
that the column could not reach the village to which T had gone
on and that he had ordered a halt. T remajned where I was,
and in the morning I returned to meet the column which I

found in camp. After three days’ hard marching it was con-

sidered advisable to give the baggage animals a day’s rest, and
numerous alterations had to be effected, as experience had shown
where deficiencies existed in the transport and where bettor
arrangement could be made. On Saturday, the 31st, we con-
tinued our march along the jungle on the edge of the river and
we reached thc village of Thamangyee in good time. We
encamped for the night on a sandbank about a mile higher up
the river, just at the end of the first defile,

On the morning of Sunday; the 1st January, 1888, our real
work began, We saw in front of us a 1‘1(7;;'0 of lxills, over which
we were told we would have to climb. Before getting to this
ridge the road lay straight up and down two :maller ridges,

The highest ridge is called the Shaitzaboo Hill. The rear guard
.-
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Lere we rested for the night.  The inhabitants is village
o all ¢ Pwons.”  They resemble Shans, but v totally

veached the village of Nansouk about half-past £ o’clock,
i \

‘e formerly {he valle
Terent language. They were formerly numer he valley

of the upper Irrawaddy, but they appear to b out or to
losing their national characteristics. In thi lage T was
visited by a Iachin chief from the other side of the river. He,

1

like all Wachins we subsequently met, was mych impressed by
the orderly way in which our men encamped, and the ease with
hich tlhuy were all put in motion again without any confusion.
AMoenday, 2nd January.—The advance guard left the camp at
seven o'clock this morning. T followed with the rear guard,
which did not leave till nine o’clock, it having taken just two
Jours to file out of camp. After starting we progressed at
snail’s pace, and about two hours were occupied in covering the
first mile. Being with the rear guard I did not know what was
delaying the front of the column, but as we got forward the
telay was explained.  We found that the road passed over a
sion of small streams emptying their waters into the
Trrawaddy. DBetween cach stream was a ridge of hills. The
lescents to and the ascents from these streams were very steep,
ond a great deal of jungle clearing and road making had to be
done hefore the baggage mules to get over the ground. The
native foot-track which here ran over the hills was absolutely

impassable for laden mules and ponies. The slopes were some-

times as much as 38°, and zigzag paths had to be cut to make
them practicable. At seyen in the evening I arrived with the
rear guard at the village of Nanti, where we -encamped for the
night. The surveying party made out that we had barely
marched five miles during the day, and as we had calculated
that we should march ten miles daily, including halting days,
it was evident that we would take much longer to reach
Mcgoung than we had intended. Nanti village is on the river
bunls, and consists of fifteen huts, all inhabited by Pwons.
They ave very poor, and the village could produce nothing in
the way of food but a very few fowls and eggs, which were
cagerly bought up at high prices. There was a good sandy
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landing place below-this village, and here we met the two steam
launches and our flect of thirty-three boats laden with com-
missariat stores. :

Tuesday, 3rd January.—We here got rid of the elephants
which had so far accompanied us. We found that instcad of
being any assistance they only caused delay. Their drivers,
whether intentionally or otherwise I know not, secmed unable
to manage them, and one of them had already got a sore back.
As I had letters to write and office work to do, and as our next
halting place, Loung/pu, was on the river bank, I arranged to
travel to-day in one of the steam launches. I arrived at
Loungpu at 11 a.m., and about 3 p.m. the advadced guard of
the colummn reached the village.

Wednesday, 4th January.—In the morning we left Loungpu
village, and after crossing the Manaymana stream we arrived
at the village of Lehma, Beyond Lehma there was no road,
not even a track, with the exception of one that T had caused
to be cut a few days previously. Our road now passed along
the side of a gorge, where the hills on both sides come close to
the river, leaving only a very narrow channel for the passage
of the water. It is heve that there is the drveaded whirlpool of
“Pashio;” and along the side of the hills above this whirlpool
our road was made. Owing to the scanty soil covering the
rocks there was less rank vegetation than in most places, and
with the exception of the numberless beds of dry streams which
had to be passed over, on either side of which we had to cut
ramps, there was not much to delay our march. After passing
this gorge we emerged on some sandy level ground close to the
edge of the water., This level ground extended for about a
mile and a half to the village of Nanhé, where we were obliged
to halt preparatory to crossing the Trrawaddy. I was now at
the head of the column, and it was a pretty sight to see it
emerging from the green forest in single file, and extending in
a tortuous line along the edge of the river from this point to
our halting ground. It was the first time we had had an oppor-
tunity of seeing more than about 100 men of the column on the
march at one time. IHere I was met by the Karine Ope, or
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ad man of Tsenbo village, with about eighty men and between

| N (
‘ ety and thirty boats, which I had ordered to be in readiness
to assist in crossing the river.

Thursdoy, dth.—It was determined by Captain Triscott that
no forward move beyond crossing the river should be made
to-day, so {hat the men and animals should have a partial rest.
At 7 aam. the column began to cross the river, and by half-
past 3 p.m. the last man had crossed over. The river at this
point is about 300 yards wide at this season of the year, and
the current flows at the rate of two miles an hour. On either
side, below the steep-banks of sand or masses of water-worn
rocks forming the bed of the river, extend broad sloping banks
of sand and gravel, making <capital places for embarking and

mbarking. The bed of the river itself is gravelly, and for
onsiderable distance from’one bank the water is shallow,’
“ril.\t on the other side the gradient is steeper. At places,
wwever, the water is deep enough for the steam launches to
1e alongside to be loaded. All the artillery and infantry,
together with their guns, arms, and ammunition were first
conveyed across the river in the two launches, “ Mogoung” and
‘Thamollah,” and then the mules and ponies were made to
swim over the river in batches of four or five at a time. The
method employed was the following: A. canoe with one Bur-'
mese boatman in the bow was drawn up alonside the bank with,
its bow pointing up stream. Then four or five men, each one -

§

leading an animal, passed round the stern and seated themselves a2

in the canoce; after being seated a second Burmese boatman ¢
took his place in the stern, and the bow of the canoe being

pushed off from the bank, was guided across the river by means
of long poles used by the two boatmen. "As the canoe crossed
the river all the animals were down stream, so that they were
not liable to be forced by the current against or under the
canoes, The crossing was effected most successfully, not one
animal being drowned or hurt.  All having crossed carly, and
the'camp having been reformed on the west side of the Irra-
“.'~.':H’J,\' the men had nothing to do for the rest of the day.

Some of the officers amused themsclves by fishing, and Captain
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Armstrong was successful in catching a very fine fish with
large scales weighing about sixteen pounds. This fish was a
very welcome addition to our larder. i
Friday, the 6th.—This morning I started at seven o’clock
with the advanced guard. Our way for about a mile ran along
the margin of the river and presented no obstacles with the
exception of a few rocks which had to be removed to allow the
laden mules to pass, but beyond this, as it was rendered i impass-
able by perpendicular rocks, we had to ascend the steep bank
of the river and again take to forest paths. The ascent was
very steep but it was short, and as both mules and their drivers
had now become much more accustomed to hill work they easily
managed the very severe though short ascent. A fter a march
of about two miles through forest we emergcd on an extensive
open plain which stretched westward apparently for about two
miles, and beyond this we saw the Kachin Hills, wh1ch appeared
to be considerably cultivated. :

‘We then marched northwards, and at about half-past 2 p.m.
-we reached the village of Tsenbo, where Capt. O’Donnell of the
military police had about a year before built a stockwde and
garrisoned it with his Goorkhas.

A large parade ground had been cleared of trees and jungle,
and on our men arriving they had nothing to do but pitch their
tents on the open ground.  All our boats and the steam launches
had arrived here before us, but Mr. Warr y of the Chinese con-
sular service, who had been ordered to accompany us, had
already gone on in advance. with his boat.

At Tsenbo great quantities of rice, paddy, and other pro-
visions had already arrived, and were stored in the stockade.
The commissariat and transport officers had therefore much
work to do in arranging how all these stores had to be carvied
to. Mogoung.

.- The two launches were. unable to proceed further owing to

the shallowness of the water, and they were sent back to Bhamo
as they could be of no further use.
At this village we met a party of 75 Chinese Shans who were

going to seek work at the Jade Mines. 'We offered them eight
« s
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1as ! (! < y I g bllt
1 y to carrvy a por tloll Of our l)d,_”gdgc tO JIOOOung,
innas a @

M tl t first appeared only too glad to get the money
] rh t - at first appes )
thongh they o
o 4 fterwards hung back, and we could only get about
they afterwards { S S
1 y The reports we receivec
half-a-dozen to accompany us. The reports we 1« e
e i tory. ¢ gh L le
Mogoung appeared to be satisfactory, and thoug g
B T oads cut for us
oke Poh Saw had not had the voads cut
that the Myoke ! oy o e
ling to promise, yet I was willing to believe th o
aceord ‘..l:,} O A i ‘ e s,
i t been able to find labour, as the inhabitants between
not peen av
: ar and far between,
and Mogoung are few anc T
3th.—All arrangements having been mz
Sunday, 8th.—All « g : : i
Tsenbo for Mogoung. We carried with us a
Bl IA i the rest of the supplies to come on by the
rovisions, leaving s s : g v
’l ts. We also left Capt. O'Donnell and his military pol .
s 7 i g The roa
behind us with instructions to follow the next dlxy.b i
we &
i near the bank o ;
‘ stance along open ground .
lay for some distance g RS 00 5
river and then struck inland across a grassy plain pax ty !
e 7e airiv stream in
wted with rice. About three o’clock we airived at a 1101 :
vate CC. g r’. . B
the middle of thick bamboo and rattan jungle, and as t dﬂt
C ul - U - - 4 ‘ F 0
-as reported to be a long way off we determine
stream was reportec : gl
here for the night. There were not twenty sq
s 2 g had therefore very hard
yards of clear ground, and our men had the
il : i com-
tk in clearing a camping place sufficiently large to ac :
Wwork > =
i ir s, however, a
modate all the animals and their loads. It was, ho? b :
% i WOl ners proving mos
last accompliched, the swords of the gun pl i
useful in cutting down the bamboos and thick brushwood. -
l/'\[ nday, the 9th.—At the commencement of the mare
Monday, — by i
7, we passed through some fine forcst where there wi
0708y, TS, fee v We crossed a largish
i : k trees. We crossed a larg
a considerable number of tea ; e
tream about four miles from our starting point, anc 11
stream ¢ '
i ngle
entered on some plains which extended, with patches of ju g.
: t eight miles. These plains had evi-
here and there, for about eig il
i S rears ag e bunds for
dently been cultivated some years ago, as th . it
in the water for 1ice cultivation were apparent in many places.

N ¢
We were told that this land had formerly produced excellent X *p

i L DR R =

crops of paddy, but owing to fear of Kachin raiders it was :

. addy,

longer tilled. Here were thousands and thousands of acres o

i j i ¢ raiting to
rered with nothing but short grass, waiting

excellent land, covered with nothing g :
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be cultivated. On this march I put.up a woo

deock (the only
one I saw during this expedition), and T shot

some snipe which
got up among*dry grass. 'We also saw abandant { races of pig,
deer, and elephant ; but, though we adv
these plains with the advance gu

not see anything larger than a peacock. Towards evening we
again reached the forest, which clearly showed that we were
approaching a stream or river, and before long we arrived at

the village of Noungkan, consisting of about twelve houses.

There was no suitable place for encamping 1

nere; and as we
learnt that about two miles further on we should Teach an
exten

've sandbank in the hed of the Mogoun:
tinued our way.

anced over some of
ard in skirmishing order, T did

; river, we con-
, who were alveady
ade from the sun on the
ossed in the middle of the day, we
y forest on the broad bed of the
Mogoung river, Here tents were quickly pitched, though it
was dark before the rear guard arrived. About 8 o’clock, as
we were having dinner, Captain O’Donnell and his Goorkhas
marched into camp, having done the ty
Tsenbo in one day.

After what seemed a long march to us
tired owing to the absence of all sh

- extensive plains we had er
cmerged from the gloom

enty-five miles from
It had taken our column two d
the distance, but wo had to make brid

road, whereas the Goorkhas h
to attend to. However,

ays to cover
ges and portions of the

ad nothing but their marching

twenty-five miles was a good day’s

march, and we congratulated O’Donnell on the gameness of hig

men, not one of whom had fallen out during the day. At the

same time My, Palmer, Deputy Conservator of Forests, who
. \

shad been ordered to accompany the column to report on the

teak, india-rubber, and other forest produce, arrived. !

After dinner in the evening, as was frequently the case

during the march, the soldiers of the Cheshire Regiment made
a large bonfire on the sand, round which they
themselves by singing songs; They invited the officers to come
and join them and an hour or two was Pleasantly spent in this
way, some of tlie officers joining in the singing. T remember

one song, “The Tarmer's Boy.” This was a great fayourite,

sat and amused
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and was sung by a man from Cheshire, who had a mo§t powc.r-
ful hase voice, and who sang in-an exceedingly good Cheshire
i It was on this march, too, that I first heard that
ar music hall song, “Two lovely black eycs,”' This way
of spinding the evenings was very popular, a..nd it gave the
men something to do during the long dark cvonmg,js. .
January 10th.—To-day was to be spent in crossing the river,
15 the U‘;{r:k to Mogoung was on the other side. As it‘ was.not
proposed to ¢v more than reach the opposite bank in a day
there was no necessity to make an early start; so several _Of the
officers went out with their guns, but, with t‘uo. exception of
some jungle fowl and a Kalege pheasant, nothing was shot.
After breakfast the work of crossing began. The sandbank on
which we encamped ran right out into the 1'ive}', and the water
was shallow till close under the opposite bank, which rose
..x!;rnp:ly out of the water, Some large rafts of teak. were
lying on the sandbank, and with these we spent some time in
2‘1-\ l to form a floating bridge across the river; but the cui-
ront was 50 strong that our ropes broke and the rafts float®d
away.  We managed to get three or four boats from a village
o mil up the river, and having made one or two rafts, we

ome

were enabled by their means to get the guns and commissariat
stores to the other side. The mules and ponies had to be driven
into the water in droves, as we had not sufficient boats to tow

them aeross. It was exeiting work and several had Very Narrow -

cseapes.  They had great difficulty in getting out of the water
n to the opposite bank as it was steep and the bottom very
muddy at the landing place. The head rope of one mule became
u.nl:m;;'lcd in a sunken tree and it was drowned, but the rest
were all landed safely, though some were in a very exhausted
condition, ;
There were some very fine teak trees growing on the west
ide of the river near Noungkan village; but the finest had
evidently been cut down as many stumps were to be seen, and
several large trees which had been girdled some years ago were
till standing dead and bare in the forest.. Here we learnt from
the head man of the village that the Myoke Poh Saw had given
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no .orders about clearing the road, and that he had not even
informed the villsgers that our troops were coming up. As we
had now entered upon a part of the country of which we knew
nothing, and as we had not with us any local official, we were
obliged to be very much on the alert, lest we should be surprised
by the enemy. I was much disconcerted when I found that the
Myoke had done nothing to prepare the people for our arrival,
and I was not altogether sure that he might not be playing
us false. Extra precautions were heneeforth taken to guard
against any enemy who might appear.

Wednesday, ITth.—Early this morning Mr, Warry arrived
in his boats, he had left Tsenbo before we reached it, but
his Chinese boatmen absolutely refused to enter the Mogoung
river until they knew that our expedition had preceded them.
ITe had amused himself about the mouth of the river by
shooting pea. fowl, teal, and other birds, which were very
plentiful. e elected to continue his journey by water,
As. Capt. O’Donnell’s boats with rations for his men had
not arrived we continued our march, leaving him and his
Goorkhas to follow. Our road for some distance followed
the course of the river till we reached the village of Namyat.
This used to he a large and flourishing village, of from fifty
to sixty houses, well situated on some elevated ground on
the bank of the river. There are now only four inhabited
houses in the village, and it is under the'pro'tcction of the Kachin
Sanbwa of Tokat. T must here explain what is meant by
being under the protection of a Kachin Saubwa. Each Kachin
hill or group of hills is reigned over by a Saubwa, or petty king,
who has absolute power among his own people. These Saubwas
are co\ntinuully at war with each other; and they constantly
made predatory excursions against the Burmese and Shan
villages on the plains, In consequence of these predatory ex-
cursions most of the Burmese and Shans have left their - illages,
and those that remain purchase the protection of some neigh-
bouring Kachin chief, who, in return for oceasional presents,
undertakes to protect them from other Kachin tribes, Thus,
before the arrival of the British, the wretched inhabitants of

-
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)0 villages had to pay not only taxes to tlie B.m'mcsv;lc f‘os‘]il\::;

., n mct also a much heavier tax to the Kachins, whose ! ‘t]liq
\ ve in fact though not in name. The 11(.::1(1 man o
;’AI“:: ,‘:. t'{»r there is a head man, although the village only ct?;“-’;
: l x A'.w of four houses, acted as our guide to the n.ext camp1\ s
y The early part of the march was easy, but': in the af:;;;

‘:-n we came to very thick forest intersected with Tml{lzthcr
teep ravines. The road had to be cleared of banlb@ (m‘( :

: ; s we went along, and we made very slow progress.
underwood as we wen 8 . i 1
At 5 pm. we arrived at a halting place in the river r‘ i
Yinbat Sekkan. This halting place wns.most c(_»n(.lnc( ,stee:g
a narrow slip of ground between the river andl :;olelefOI' t}t (;
jungle-covered hills. All thé ground ha'd to be cleared A
4':11:1\, and it was quite dark hefore this wa? done‘).t B ::1::-
dangerous to go outside of one’s ’cm}t after (1:1} {i as 11“; ‘.VhiCh
possible to move about without running up against mu LL,l :
were tied up in all directions close to the tents. I a‘nl( :1?,1:(1
other officers endeavoured to find our way to the man' g :1
to get our tots of rum, but after falling over ropes and -11;111?11;1{
:lv;nut stumps of trees which had been cut 'down, w(‘: re l‘n(r;e
t':um our search without having accomplished 01{1 p}up Cd

During the night a party of Chinese Shans came avm tel;cmzpflt

close to ns.  As we did not know what they wanted, w (t
once put sentries over them till morning. We t]lcll-fo;l,l:;;“‘;
that they were some of the men whom we had seen in : s uc};
and who had refused to carry our ‘)::;Tjguge. As we “;;310‘ n:“cn
in want of labour to clear the wood tu.l' us, we mad? ; Ic.lsc 2
accompany us under escort and do this \\'01'1'(, fo.l.'u:\ ::ct(l) h,wi
were afterward paid. T think they were quite wi mf, ! i{e(l
worked for us, but they were afraid ’dfat \\'f: should buat :ce
and that they would be killed for having given us assistange,

[I ‘sday l‘)i ._.\& C nt[n"()(l T march t - n l on -
1 ou al 1 0 dﬂvy, and
urs l.l\ ) . ¢ Cco d

the way I met the Kachin Saubwa of'I[okut 1'iding with ‘(::;e
follower. e was returnings to his hill from M,ogutmg. e
was the first man from whom we had heard anything abt;t;'f
what was going on in Mogoung since we l'md stzujﬁfd.t ! :;
s the startling intelligence that Loon Pine, the Cantones

Have i
o
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Chinaman who held the jade monopoly, had been murdered in
his house, and that a’European captain who was with him had
been shot at. T could not make out who the Turopean could
be, as to the best of my belief there had been no European in
Mosoung for about two years. Tt afterwards turned out that
the Furopean was one of the captains of the Lirawaddy Flotilla
Company, who had goie up the Irrawaddy a short time previ-
ously to look at the viver in the interests of his employers,”
The Saubwa also stated that no Preparations were bcing made
to receive us, but that neither had he heard of any preparations
to oppose our march to Mogoung, To-day’s road was (e_asy,
and it was early when we ¢ terged from the forest again oppo-
site to the village of Tapaw. The river is here about 150 yards
broad ; for the greater portion of its width it is about breast-
deep at this time of the year, but for short distance close
under the bank, on the Tapaw side, it is from eight to ten feet
deep.  As there were only one or two small boats at Tapaw, it
was impossible for us to cross the river to-day, so we encamped
for the night where we were, T sent for the head man of
Tapaw, who came evidently in a state of great alarm. QOn my
asking why preparations had not been made for our crossing,
he said that he hadq received no orders on the subject. There
were no boats in his village, but there w

ere plenty inl\[ogoung,
which could bhe sent down so as to be

at Tapaw to-morrow,
By land it was only a-few miles to Mogoung, and after we had
crossed the river, an easy march, he s.-n'd,' would take us to
Mogoung, This head man was very civil, and offered to do
everything he could for us.  After consideration Ca ptain Tris-
cott and T came to the conclusion that the be

st thing to do was
E
to sendnto Mogoung, and crder

the Myoke to come to us at
once and bring with Lim a number of hoats, Ag the -fact of
the murder of the Chinaman was confirmed, as v

fact that o European in his boat had passe
all haste, and as the Myoke had made no

as also the
d down the river in
preparation to mect
us, it was quite evident that something wag wrong. ‘We had
with us ag interpreter an Indian Mussalman n

amed Suffey Ally,
e had previously, some years

before, been g jade merchant
=
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MU (el 23 oo/
¥0" THE.-JADE MINES IN/UPPER BURMAH. and swamps which intercepted the road to Mogoung. On our

Jade Mines. e spoke Burmese, Shan, way we had met Suffer Ally returning from Mogoung. He
i ade Mines. e - 5

m }\! ad visited the Jade as very woll known in Mogoung brought us news that the Myoke Poh Saw had run away, and
[{achin, and Hindostanee, and was very well know S

D

1§ St

Miaks - He teatod ta Ravain - that it was thought that he intended to raise the Kachins
. ol fs. © seeme { . ¢
d also to some of the Kachin chie ‘ . agamnst us; that Loon Pine’s murder was thought to be the
sl -y important place, and to he on good terms with ; ! itast e 5
wile in every Imports ll’ A t of the country. He volua- ‘ Immediate cause of his disappearance. He, however, said that
. . 5 e ¢ V. X 3.3 |
t all the people in this part of th £ ‘ ¢ ) £ : g
' disy ~1 l\r 12, if we would send some man w.o | the boats had been sent from Mogoung as I had ordered, and
3 o Moooune B i e 3 .
e Sl S hi 1 take a letter to the that the other officials would come out and meet me in the
Y b an mm, and aKe g | s
L o U e RCLOUH]« ‘.)’ ] ,] i of what was going course of the day. On our return we found that the boats had
. . ara: ¢ als ring back news /114 bt~ el - S 4 ¢ . ;
officials there, and also to b {,l l‘ t off with an order arrived, and that the whole force had been brought from the
- fer was accepted, and he was sen a ! :
te offer was accepted, dl. . .‘1 s S At T other side, and v encamped round Tapaw village. . In the
70 1 us officials to co i Hce ¢ i . S S
to the Myoke and course of the afternoon the second in authority in Mogoung,
whose title was ““the Nakan,” accompanied by some Kyoung-

R

fromn me

assist us. - :
4 . 1q " o wWe com-
3th January.—From an early hour this morning i { 7 J
130 sy I‘101.1 : ’ithy such boats as we had and tagas and Payantagas, t.e., builders of monasteries and pagodas,
Lol e wver w SUC BAR b 3 )2
menced crossing the river i came from Mogoung to the camp. I was very angry with them
Thig,village has now S °

forming owr camp necar Tapau village. e
: ; em fairly w ult.
ee irty ; 1ses, some of them fairly well bu : ;
JotRent tlmt') aln-d fmlt)ylll-l o 't’ consisted of more than sixty They excused themselves and laid all the blame on the Myoke
Jefore the Iachin rebellion i S

cbansive rics nlathr s bt i who had run away. I gave orders to them at once to collect
13w seteonndel W C‘\t(m:) i 1.1-L,0 Pl‘ 1"lnst been - ~ men and make the road from Tapaw village to Mogoung pass-
s et aw able, and I told them I should march into Mogoung next day
and that they must accompany me. It was evident that they
were in extreme fear, and that they were frightened to do
anything for fear of offending the Myoke, of whom they
appeared to be in great awe, and of whose whereabonts and

for not having had everything ready for us on our arrival,

houses.
now it shows signs of prosperity. he ficld
‘ : ras lying out in the fields
harvested, and a large quantity was l}m_" lentiful in
where it had been thrashed. Towls and rice were plentifu
YA v ¢ .
the village, and our men bought a large number of the follmbl,
> <o - . .
Sk e + about
which they were uncommonly glad to get after living for :b X
. . 4 Lo l
. . of varied oceasionally with some toug! ; : h . !
a fortnight on tinned beef ‘]mtml ](1 herd (irf bullocks with us intentions they professed complete ignorance. In the eveéning
v I 1w, ‘ K a sma = > . . . . - . .
fresh beef, for we had brought a sm: My, Warry arrived in his hoat having met Capt. Rimmer going
down the river with the Chinaman who was insensible but still
2 alive. . From the account of en by Capt. Rimmer thines in
s 1 myself, together with a party of mounted infantry, ¥ Wi LIRS e
i o i b0 show i the Fokil, starkad l\I.Ogoung seemed to be. in an alarming state, and Toon Pine
. . ; , sho e road, Starvel ; . s
taking with us some villagers to R seemedto have heen in oveat fear of his life a day or two
2 ‘We had first : : t 3
before it was really atteapted. The news of the murder of
Loon Pine and of the flight of the Myoke were most serions
matters to me; for if (le Myoke were fo raise the Kachins
against us we should in al] probability have to fight them
before we could reach the Jade Mines. I had been reckoning
on the Myoke's influence with the Kachins to ¢

i asi av ange from salt
so that the men might occasionally have a chang

meat. While the troops were crossing the river, Captain

our ponies to reconnoitre the road to Mogoung. ‘ :
to cross a large vice plain intersected with muddy ditches,
> 1S B e ¥

which though easily enough crossed by men on ponies \'vcfmld.
prove a serious obstacle to a long column of mules; ﬂ.f'tCI om-
or five miles of plain we came to the foot of somc.hllls over
which we had to pass, and ab the foot of' t‘hcsc hills was a:
veritable morass through which with great difficulty we got 01:1
ponies, After going a little further we mturncq to camI;,' als it
was necessary to make arrangements for crossing the ditches

nable us to
arrange matters with them on asatisfactory footing. My

(o
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arrangements were completely overthrown, and I 1:;1(11 to wa{;t‘
to »\w‘ what would turn up before any fresh pla-us coulc.l he ma,.( ;

Saturday, 14.—We started for Mogoung this morning ta,klt]]lg
with us the BDurmese officials who had c.omc to meet 1}:51’ vli
previous day.  The march across the plain was .made W'lt Ai'\u1
difficulty as bridges had been made over the ditches we I .

seen before.  The swamp at the bottom of the hill delayed us
considerably, but, at last, the whole column managed to pftsls
over on a bridge made principally of elephimt grass, which
grew in abundance all round the place. This grass when cut
:;«)\\'11 and spread abundantly on the surface of the swamp
males a very fair road; though, after a large number of
animals have passed over, it-becomes trcachermts, n.nd. the legs
of animals are apt to slip through. Afber crossing this s.wump
we had to climb a low range of - hills from the top of.whlch we
had our first view of Mogoung. It appeared to be dfstant two
or three miles from where we were; but only the splf'cs of the
pagodas and monasteries were visible, n.s the rest of the houses
were hidden by the trees which grew in and ‘about the town.
It appeared to be in the middle of a large plzun.surf'ounclicil 01;
sides by hills, and through the centre of the plain we could, a
intervals, see the river winding its course. i g "
The highest hills appeared to be to the north-east, -w‘hm‘c tlle
Shwé Doung Hill was conspicuous. .From the s‘tummt oﬁ t‘vle
ridge, where we were, we descended th the plain, and for 'a
short time we lost sight of Mogoung. We passed one'or two
small and poor looking villages, from which .the t‘lllugers
looked at us suspiciously. On entering the plain Wh.lcl'l sur-
rounds Mogoung we came upon a number of people sitting (:n
the road side. These were introduced to me as the head resi-
dents of Mogoung, who had come to meet us and to assure us
of their submission. I continued to march on and told th.ese
people to follow till we arrived at the lower gatc. of the city,
where a halt was called. Irom this place parties of troops
were sent into the town to reconnoitre and to fix on a place for
the camp. While this was being done I held zu.l in "ormal con-
ference with the Mogoung elders. They were in a great state
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of alarm at the conduct of the Myoke in running away. They
were afraid he had gone to raise the Kachins against us, and
they were alarmed lest he should come and set fire to and loot
Mogoung. T think really that many of them were glad that
our troops had arrived, especially when I informed them that
the town would neyer again be left without a Turopean officer
and a sufficient number of troops to protect them against Kachin
raids. One of my first acts was to denounce the murder of
Loon Pine the Chinaman, and to offer a reward of 1,000 rupees
for information which would lead to the arrest of his murderers.
I declared that if the murderer could beo discovered, wlhicther he
was a high official or the lowest coolie, that he would be tried
for his life. I exhorted them not to be afraid of the British
soldiers, who I assured them would do them no harm; and I
promised that if the Myoke returned to his duty, he would be
forgiven for his negligenice and confirmed in hig appointment
so long as he should continue loyally to obey orders. By this
time a site for the camp had heen selected on a sand bank
adjoining the upper end of the town; and on the order to
advance being given, the entire column marched through the
main street of the town from one end to the other, thus afford-
ing an opportunity to all present to see the whole strength of
the force. ;

A short deseription of Mogoung town will not be out of place
here. i i

Mogoung was at at one time the capital of a Shan kingdom,
and was then a large and flourishing city. Tt has since seen
many changes, and at present does not consist of more than
200 or 300 houses. Tt is built on the bank of the rviver at the
junction® of the Namhong and Namyin streams, and is sur-
rounded by water on two sides, On the other two sides it is
surrounded by a teak palisade, which has Been allowed to
become so dilapidated as to be of little use for purposes of
defence. Inside of ihis palisade the town is laid out in
squares, ecach square being swrrounded by ‘brick made roads
at right angles to cach oth #, while one main hrick road runs
the whole length of the town, Inside the walls and also

w
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Hng tll(nl at tllC ul’ er dlld 10“(31 lndS are numerous
o 4

das, monasteries, and other sacred b :"tlin;;.\’: 'l‘hcnti?-
‘ ave substantial stroctures of brick, some of them ) g
..l»f;(‘.(‘.l. while some of the monasteries are large and h;m}a;l::;
: k- buildings. Mogoung is the headquarters of a-l) ! : :he
~ shop, who has his jurisdiction throughout t'hc whole f o
northern part of the Bhamo district, and who is a man o y
great influence. ;
thllt !lhc centre of the town are. some very gocd'le)usf:s,ta::l {:t
the upper end is the Chinese quarter and the Cln.ncztl: e o[:u-
The Chinese form a large and important element in § 10 pﬂlleir
lation of Mogoung. Nearly all the trade of th? pl;a‘ct.} 15.'1111(3:““l
hands, and it is they who do the la.rgv?st business 11? ]‘a( :rhe
india rubber—the two principal producZions of the pl:l;;). - .
Chinese quarter is like the Cl1i11§se' quarter of 01;.11'611 mn(:zld
towns, very dirty and crowded. 1"1'011.1 nearly every ® 1;1) (;: o
be smelt the odour of arrack, which is cx%enswely coo-\e : :':nd
sold by the Chinamen ; and the usual quantity of pork, mI\:l ‘the
cooked, was exposed for sale in front of the hou‘ses. Ghw
streets and about the Zayats or rest hf)uses, of which ¢ (1;}10 are
a great number in Mogoung, we noticed very many I_;H:;SG
Shans. These men annually come in large 111.111x}301.'s fro.m o ;Ja,
Latha, and other Chinese Shan states to gain a hztlf;;l(;ne])—riny
working at the Jade Mines. T!my are strzmgcf wild- ;)0 ;lg
people, as a rule rather short in size, but often strong and wiry.

i s in a blue cotton jacket and loose
They are invarably dressed in a blue je

blue (hinese trousers, and they wear their hu‘i.r.in a sort of lon-g
tail behind, more or less after the fashion of Chinese, '_F‘lrley are
cach armed with a long sword, and, as a rule, each egriics a bag
in which he keeps his eating utensils, food., and blanket. i
In front of the town of Mogoung is an island, and ulongsu'o
of it were drawn up some score of hoats anfl Cfxllocs. It Ts
to this island that all supplies of jade and india-rubber m:;
brought from up country, and here also bou’ts from ma.l:-' .zlm
the Trrawaddy, bringing up all soi'ts of {m._:c?llansoui ar m.es-,
congregate on their arrival. The 15:1&11(1 is joined tri t 1cll-nan(1)f
land by a small bamboo bridge —it is looked upon as a place
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safety in the event of the Kachins attacking the town, Many
of the villagers keep their valuableg in boats for protection, and
some women and childyen 8o nightly to sleep in the boats where
they consider they ave safer than iy their houses. The troops
were not long in settling down comfortably on the sand bank,
and, sentries having been placed at intervals round the camp to
Prevent the entrance of an ¥ natives unprovided with Passes, the
men were at liberty to moye about aud amuge themselvyes,
One thing to be guarded against was the sale of spirits to the
soldiers. T have already stated that liquor was to be ‘bought in
any quantity in the Chinese quarter. At the request of Captain
Triscott T issued a Proclamation forbidding the sale of liquor to
the troops, Chinamen had already been scen lurking about
the outskirts of the camp with supplies of liquor., They were
warned against selling it, but at fipst they did not Pay much
attention to the order, One man was caught in the act of
selling. e was taken before the military authorities and
sentenced to a flogging, which was at once carried out in the
sight of all the natives on the sand bank in front of the camp.
This had an excellent effect, and, during our stay in Mogoung,
there were no more cases of selling liquor to the soldiers,

It was on this day that T first met with a man called Shup¢
Gya* He had been g trader and vesident in Mogoung for
many years. His father and mother were a Kachin and a
native of Assam respectively, but in lmbits,'rcligion, and Iress,
he was not to be distinguished from the Burmese 8 .4 of
Mogoung, When Major Cooke-had heen in Bhamo in 13886,
he found this man most useful. Ife had been a soldier at
one time, and was well versed in Kachin tactics, Trom the
commencement he realized the power of the English ang un-
reservedly threw in his lot vi thus, He was appointed a Nakan 3
or subordinate official, hy Major Cooke, but had suhscquontly
asked to he velieved, as he could not gét on with the Myoke.
I now sent for this than and he came to me, T gt once took g
great liking to him, and he was my right hand man as long as T
remained in the Mogoung district, From him I by d o8
* This man has since be 1 foully murdered by some Kachins in his own hougso,

-
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arnt all that had been going on in Mogoung for the last two -
ats, and when he had overcome his shyness and modrsty I
ind him simply invaluable. :
As it was essential that all’ persons wishing to speak to me
uld have at all times free and unrestrained access, and as
Lis could not Le granted in the middle of the camp, I took up

my quarters in a rest house inside of the town; and I procured

from Captain Triscott a small Furopean guard for my protection,
s it was not considered safe for e to go about without an
ct. At night Captain O’Donnell with his police arrived, so

the whole force was now assembled in Mogoung.

Sunday, the 15th.—I received information to~day that the
Myoke had been prevailed on to return. T was much relieved
at hearing this, and I appointed an h&ur in the morning when
I would receive him. I determined to hold a sort of Durbar,
at which I would be able publicly to explain the objects of the
Expedition and the views of the British Government. I ordered
all the elders and notables of the place to assemble in a certain
monastery enclosure at half-past ten o’clock, and I arranged
with Capt. Triscott that all the officers of the Expedition should
attend, and that an European guard of honour should be present.
Punctually at the time Capt. Triscott and myself entered the
enclosure, and were received by the guard with a general salute.
The Myoke was then presented to me, and was drdered to take
his seat. I made along specch to the people. I informed them
that the British troops had now finally entered Mogoung, and
would never again leave it, That we wished to be at peace
with all our neighbours and to cncourage trade. I promised
pardon to all persons for all offences committed against the
British Government prior to my arrival in Mogoung, save and
except those persons who had been engaged in or abetted the
murder of the Chinaman, Loon Pine. T censured the Myoke
for his breach of promise made to me at T'senbo, and ealled
upon him to - <plain his absence and neglect. The Myoke, who
was evidently very ill at ease, excused himself by saying that
he had been so fiightened that we would punish him on account
of the murder of the Chinaman having taken place in his
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jurisdiction that he had thought it best to run away. He,
however, said that now his fears had been removed, and that
he would continue to serve the British Government faithfully,
ITe was evidently a weak man, and though I doubted much
that he would ever make a trustworthy servant, yet I was
bound by my promise and accepted his statement. I then
continued to explain to the people that I had pardoned Poh
Saw and that he was to remain Myoke, and I ordered them to
obey all orders received from him in my name.

I further informed the assembly of the power of the British,
and of the absolute inutility of any resistance to their authority;
I told them of my intention to take the British troops to
the Jade Mines, in order that T might see and understand
how they were worked, and I gave the Myoke to understand
that he would have to accompany me. I then dismissed the
assembly. During the day Captain O’Donnell and myself fixed
on a place for the erection of a fort. It was on a piece of
vacant ground in the middle of the town, bounded on one side
by the river, of which the banks were very steep, forming a
natural defence in this direction.

Monday, 16th.—The mornings were very cold and fogay,
the thermometer going down as low as 45 or 50°, Though as
soon as the fog cleared, generally about 9 o’clock, the sun came
out and the weather was delightful, To-day was employed in
writing and despatching letters to the various Kachin chiefs
whom il:c Myoke had neglected to call in. . In the afternoon
we held a council of war, and it was determined that we should
remain at Mogoung ten days to give time for the Kachius to
arrive Ind for negotiations to be carvied out. Mr, W arry, on
behalf of the Chinese, strongly advocated this delay. The
military were Father opposed to it, as they would be consuming
their stores, and as it would give time for the Kachins to colloct
and oppose us if they intended to do so. But the arguments in
favour of delay prevailed, especially as we knew nothing of the
road, and as we found we could procure from the villages in the
ncighhmw‘hnod supplies of grain to feed our transport animals.

17th Junuary.—~Ehere was nothing particular for me to do
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to-lay, so, h:u'ing given orders that carpenters and labx:nu'gl's
ut be provided to build the fort and that supplies of timber
and bamboo must be collected, I went out with my gun to see :
vhiat was to be found in the neighbourhood. = T §\'zmdcred about

r some time on the plain without secing anything to shoot,
but at last coming to a small swamp I bagged a snipe and
two common teal (duck and drake). In the evening, as I was
advised by Shwé Gya that it would not be safe for me to sleep
separate from the camp, I removed from the Zayat I ha'd sle!)t
in last night, and for the rest of our stay in Mogoung I lived in
my tent in camp on the sand bank.

‘l\\‘th to 21st.—During these days nothing of importance
cecurred.  The stockade for the military police who were to
garrison  Mogoung was rapidly pushed forward under the
Llircution of Capt. O’Donnell. Fouses for the Assistant Com-
missioner, Commandant of Military Police, and the Doctor
were also commenced. Stores of paddy were collected from
the neighbouring villages, surveys of the surrounding coun.try
were made, information as to roads, =illages, and supplies,
collected and tabulated, and generally all things done pre-
paratory to an advanc: to the Jade Mines on the ‘li.'th' January.
Although T was daily expecting some Kachin chicfs to c<'>1ne
into Mogoung yet none arrived. One or two men of no 11.11-
portance used to come in every day, but they had no authority
from their chiefs to make any arrangements with us. They
appeared merely to gome in to look on and see what we were

doing. I took every opportunity of shewing them our large -

>
guns so a5 to impress them with our strength, and I always

gave them friendly letters to their chiefs. T also sent letters by
men who came to sce the Roman Catholic missionary and by

others, so that if some letters miscarried, some at least might
tind their way to their destination. ,
One Kachin, who had come in from the south, brought us

news of the defeat of some rebels at Mawln by our troops.
This I knc.v to be true, having received ncws of it officially.
e further said that our troops were at Mohnyin and were
advancing on Mogoung from the south, and that they would
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airive on the 27th. e said he had seen their camp fires him-
self on a hill only four or five marches from Mogoung. During
these days I had frequent interviews with the Myoke, and
the more I saw of him the less I liked him. TTe always put
difficulties in the way of doing anything, and though he pre-
tended to be working for us, T never could make out exactly
what he did except those things which I absolutely ordered him
to do. e pretended to be using his influence to call in the
Kachins, but it all came to nothing as they did not come. ITe

- was continually urging me to delay our start; he did not wish

to accompany us to the mines as the Kachins had not had time
to consult, and would be sure to attack us if we started without
their consent. If we removed troops from Mogoung the town
would be burnt during our absence. These and many other
reasons were adyanced in order to persuade me to delay our
start. I was determined, and he at last saw that further
remonstrance on his part was futile. He then endeavoured to
get the Chinamen to persuade me to delay, or at any rate to’
leave him behind when we went, but the Chinamen refused to
interfere.

Sunday, 22nd.—This morning, about nine o’clock, news was
brought to me by Shwé G ya that the Myoke had not been seen
since the previous night, and that there was no doubt that he
had again run away. There was no use in“hesitating longer.
I determined, if possible, to capture him, and keep him a
prisoner. 'We had reason to believe that he had gone to the
village of Mohnoung, where it was known bis chief adherents
resided.’ T at once took fifty men and some mounted police,
Underthe command of Capt. Armstrong, Cheshire Regiment,
and hurried to the village, .which was about five miles distant,
We swrrounded the village unperceived and searched every
house without, howey cry finding the Myoke. Several men
attempted to escape from the village and these were arrested,
We took about a dozen muskets and a riumber of spears and
swords from the houscs. Of the men captured all were allowed
to go free with the exception of two, one, who was recognised
as a slave belonging to the Myoke, and another, who had
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resisted capture and in whose house three guns and a number
of -swords were found. This man afterwards turned out to be
Boh Tee, one of the Myoke’s strongest adherents and a bold
and dangerous fellow. I considered myself very "-n:tunate to
have captured him. By the flight of the Myoke al.’my plans
were again upset. It was possible, nay more, it was almost
certain that he had been treacherously working against us all
the time, and that instead of- using his influence with the
Kachins in our favour he had been using it against us. This
would at once account for the fact that no Kachin chiefs of any
importance had come in to visit us. I had to consider what
was best to be done under the circumstances. I should have
liked to have appointed Shwé Gya to be Myoke, but as he
was not a Shan such an appointment would have been most
unpopular. The Nakan who had come to meet me was a man
of small authority and with nothing to recommend him. But
the runaway Myoke had a cousin, the son of the elder brother
of the murdered Moung Kulla. This man had the first here-
ditary claim and he had not been on good *wrms with his cousin.
tle had also been among the men who had come to meet me
when his cousin had previously bolted. I determined therefore
to make him nominal Myoke, while the real power would be in
the hands of Shwé Gya. I discussed his appointment with
several of the head men of the town and with the Chinese
merchants, who were all agreeable to his being made Myoke.

Monday, 23rd.—I held a meeting of the Loogyis (elders) to-
day, when I informed them that in consequence of the Myoke
having run away a second time I could no longer trust him, and
that T had deposed him and appointed his cousin in his place
with Shwé Gya as Nakan,

In the afternoon letters were brought in from three Kachin
Saubwas residing on the hills between this and the Jade Mines.
They professed friendship and promiseds to meet md at the
village of Kamine on the way to the Jade Mines with presents.
Now that the Myoke had been depoged the people became less
afraid of speaking about him, and I had soon good reason for

supposing that he had been implicated in the murder of the

C

’
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Chinaman, and that Boh Tee, the man whom I had captured at
Mohnoung, was one of the actual murderers. I also heard many
stories of the greed and oppression of the Myoke, and of the
insolent way in which he had been in the habit of speaking of
the British. There is no doubt that he was a true type of the
Burmese official—cringing and obsequious in the presence of
his superiors—bullying and rapacious to his inferiors—a liar,
a braggard, a bully, and a coward. He had alwdys at his
disposition a number of bravoes who did not scruple at any
deed of violence which promised to be profitable to them. Most
of these bravoes had run av ay with him, but one or two still
remained in the town. One of them, by name Oung Bwing,
who had been appointed head man of a ilcigthuting village
was still present. T had him arrvested.,

24th January.—This day passed as the previous days; nothing
positive could be learnt of the late Myoke’s proceedings except
that he had gone to the hills to raise the Kachins against us, I
had now to send letters to the latter warning them that Poh
Saw was no longer Myoke, and cautioning them against being
tempted by him to do anything hostile towards us. Two officers
with some mounted infantry started to-day to explore the road
as far as Kamine, and to bring baclk trustworthy intelligence
from that place.

25th J: nnnary.'.——I informed Shwé Gya and the Myoke that I
should require them to accompany me to the Jade Mines, so
that they could make necessary preparations; and I further
arranged to leave My, Tworney, Assistant Commissioner, who
had accbmp:micd me from Bhamo, in' charge of Mogoung until
Ty retwn., Wit him T lof t Captain O’Donnell and all the mili-
tary police with the exception of seventy-five Goorkhas. The
fort in which they were to remain had been rapidly pushed on
and was now surrounded by a substantial bamboo palisade. I
gave orders that the Boh Tee and the ofher prisoner had to be
sent down to Bahmo, as T was afraid that an attempt might be
made to rescue them if they were loft in the insccure stockade
in Mogoung. TLate at night Lieutenant Maule, Cheshire Regi-
ment, who was @i ¢ the officers who had ridden to Kamine
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the previous day, returned to camp. Ie had spent the whole

day from daylight in coming down the river from Kamine in a »
small canoe. His report was satisfactory. It was thirty-three -

miles'by land to ¥Tumine, and the party had not been in any
way interfered with by the Kachins. The road, however, \ s
reported to be very difficult, requiring a great deal of jungle
cutting and repairing before it would be passable for our trans-
port animals,

26th January.—We moved our camp to-day to the opposite
side of the river, so that we might make an carly start next
morning. In the afternoon the rest of the party arrived in
safety from Kamine by land. The Shan guides of the party,
who had been farnished with transport ponies, not being accus-
tomed to such a long ride, were very much exhausted and were
terribly galled by the saddles. After dark a subordinate®
official belonging to a village ncar Mogoung, and who on Shwé
Gya’s recommendation I had taken about with me once or twice
out shooting as a guide, came to my tent, and after a good deal
of hesitation made a statement to me clearly implicating the
late Myoke, Boh Tee, our prisoner, and about four other people
in the murder of Loon Pine. As T had to start early in the
morning I gave him a letter to the Assistant Commissioner,
with a request that he would fully investi gate the matter. |

27th January.—This morning at an early hour the whole
camp was astir, and the bustle and excitement consequent on a
rencwal of the march, after a ten day’s halt, was great. The
column which left Mogoung for the Jade Mines consisted of
100 Rifles 12th Kelat-i-Gilzais, 75 Goorkhas, 60 Europeans of
the Cheshire Regiment, and two guns of the mountain battery.
‘As before, we were accompanied by Mr, Warry, of the Chinese
Consular Service, a survey party, a forest officer, a Roman
Catholic clergyman, a Field Hospital Under Surgeon, Major
Barron, and large quantity of commissariat stores and transport

* This man turned out very well, and after the murder of Shwé Gya and the ristng
in Mogoung hie was nominated to he Myoke,

t This information afterwards turned out to be correct, and the informer was
handsomely rewarded,
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animals. In addition, T had with me Shwé Gya, Poh Myabh,
the new Myoke, and some dozen of their armed followers,
‘We took with us provisions for, seven days only, as we should
meet our boats at Kamine in the course of a few days. The
men were in high spirits ; and the idea of entering an absolutely
new and unknown country, with the additional excitement of
the chance of having a fight, added much to the charm of the
march we were comme'ncing. The road for the first mile and
a half ran up the bank of the river through elephant grass,
which 11?1(1 been burnt to allow us to p‘1~s This grass, which
had been from eight to twelye feet high before being set on
fire, now consisted of tall stalks blackened and charred by the
flame. Aswe had to force our way through these, and as there
was a heavy fog, the faces and clothes of the whole column
were speedily as black as if they had been down a coal mine,
This country, together with all the plain round about Mogoung,
and the greater part of Mogoung itself, is all under water
when the river is in flood. At present it is some twenty feet
ahove the water level.

After leaving the bank of the river, the track led in a north-
west direction to a small stream known by the name of the
Nwémi Choung.®* We followed the course of this stream for
the rest of the day, and we crossed and re-crossed it on several
occasions. During the march we were generally in a’ forest,
but in one or two places we came upon small Kachin clearances
where rice and opium were cultivated, and whére a couple of
huts marked the tem.pomry residences of the cultivators. About
3.p.m, we reached a place where wo halted, and commenced
clearing the ground for a camping place. The camp at this
place was very confined, but there was a good stream, and
quantities of bamboo to serve as fodder for the mules. Tvery
night our camp was carefully guarded against any attack
being made under cover of darkness; but the forest at this
camping place was so dense that it appeared impossible that it
could be reached except by the narrow path running through it.
This path was the remains of the main road which formerly

e O
* Choung is the Burmese name for stream,
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Yed from Mogoung to Kamine; but for several years it had not
. been used, all traders preferring to go by ter, which was
considered to be the safer route. g
28th January.—This morning we made an early start, and
continued our march. Soon the morning fog turned t¢ rain,
and we had a prospect of a wet day. We followed a track
which was fairly well beaten, but which led through very dense
forest, sometimes leading us straight over spurs of steep hills
and sometimes following for 100 yards or more the rocky
bed of a mountain stream. I was riding with Shwé Gya
and the Myoke somewhere about the middle of the column.
The former once or twice made remarks that he did not
remember portions of the road, and that it seemed to him
-to be unfamiliar. "We paszed one or two old Kachin stockades,
which had evidently been built at convenient points on the
road so as to command it. I saw that Shwé Gya was be-
coming more and more uncasy, especially when he began to
ascend a very steep hill. Here, luckily, we met three or four
Kachins onthe road, and after stopping and speaking to them,
Shwé Gya informed me that we had mistaken the road, and
that we- were marching along the main road to the Thama
Kachin’s chief town. As the Thama Saubwa had made no
signs of friendship, and as he was known to bé a great friend
of the deposed Myoke, I at once caused a halt to be sounded,
and endeavoured to get to the front of the column. This was

no easy business, as the path was barely sufficient for the mules

to pass along in single file, and the jungle on either side was
very dense. After getting to the top of the hill the road im-
proved, and as the advanced guard had got some mile or more
dhead on comparatively open ground, I had some difficulty in
overtaking them. When the whole column had been stopped
we held a consultation, the result of which was that we came
to the conclusion to return to the place where we had spent
the previous night. This order had to bhe communicated to
the vear guard, who were obliged to vetire before the rest
of the column could move. ,To do this was a matter of some
difficulty, and involved considerable delay; but at length the
L4
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whole force had faced about, and were retracing their steps.
In the meantime a heavy rain had come on, and every one was
wet “rough. 'We had marched about five miles before find-
ing out our mistake, so when we arrived at the place whence
we had started in the morning we had already marched ten

1 Q T, d v 31+ Q -4 3
.miles, Under these circumstances we determined to halt again

in last night’s camp. We repaired the old huts as well as we
were able; but as the whole place was dirty and muddy, and
as the rain continued to fall, we spent a very uncomfortable
night. 'We discovered that from the camping place there were
two small pathways leading out in the same direction, and that
owing to some mistake the advance guard at starting had
taken the wrong path, and the whole of the column had very
naturally followed the advance guard.

Sunday, 29th.-—In the morning the rain had ceased, but we
ourselves, the soldiers and followers, were all wet through and
presented a most draggled appearance. The forest too and
grass through which we had to march were all as wet as pos-
sible. 'The road all day lay through thick forest with hills on
either side. ' We could not at any time see the configuration of
the country; in fact we could seldom sce fitty yards in any
divection; and the path was occasionally wholly obliterated by
large trees having fallen across it.

In the afternoon we reached the Nampoung* Choung, where
there was a clearance made by the Kachins for growing paddy.
On the edge of this was a Kachin house, in which were residing
one or two families; including women and ‘childven. This was
avery sure sign that no attack would be made on us at that
place. ITad the Kachins had any intention of fighting us, the
women and children would have been removed to a place of
safety. On the plain the sun was shining brightly, so that we
determined to halt to allow of the men’s kits and bedding being
dried in the sun. The Kachins in the hou-o were very much
interested in our proceedings, and they supplied us with some
vegetables. A large Kachin clearance was visible on a hill

* 3 0T cate gener
Nam is the Shan w %d for water, and is generally preflxed to the name of rivers
and streams,
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about half a mile distant, and it was proposed to have some
practice with the mountain gung to shew the Kachins how far
our guns would carry ; but, as we thought we might alarm the
neighbourhood, 211 as there was reported to be o large Kachin
village over the brow of the hill, it was thought 1ore advisable
not to fire them. :
Monday, 30th.—At six this morning I left the camp with
the advance guard, and marched generally in a westerly di-
rection. The marching was ecasy, being almost entirely over a
large grass-covered plain, where the track was easily dis-
cernible. After advancing about six miles without meeting with
any serious obstacle we reached a d ep stream, with high banks,
called the Namping. This s'-cam could not be crossed except
by making a bridge. As it was only about fifty fect broad we
halted the advance guard and set to work to make one. We
first utilized the trunk of a large tree, which we found stuck in
the bed of the river, as a foundation on which to erect a super-
structure. Then with the trunks of trees, cut down from
the adjacent forest and lashed to the original foundation, we
constructed the framework of a bridge. Between the trunks
thus fastened together we inserted smaller pieces of wood com-
posed of the branches of the cut down trees, and then, with the
twigs and bundles of elephant grass laid cros8wise over the logs
and covered with earth, we had a bridge sufficiently strong and
compact to allow the laden mules to cross. About three hours
were occupied in making tI's bridge, during which time the
men who were not workiing and the animals had had a good
rest. Having crossed this stream the march towards Kamine
was continued, and afterJme two miles had been covered, we
found ourselves on the banks of the Namhong river. ITalf-an-
hour’s march down stream brought us to the point where the
Namhong and Endaw streams unite and form the Mogoung
river. Fxactly at the junction of these two streams is the
village of Kamine, to which we had beén directing our steps
since we left Mogoung, 10st at the same time that we
arrived opposite the villlage the boats with commissariat stores,
ete,, which had been sent by river, arrived in sight and were
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available to assist us in crossing the river. By three o’clock
the whole of the column had arrived and encamped outside the
village on some open ground. )

The Thoogyee or head man of the village, called Shwé Yan,
was very friendly and gave us all the assistance in his power.
Kamine* is splendidly situated on a small hill close to the
river, at the point where its two main branches unite—the
larger branch, the Nampoung, coming from the north, and the
smaller branch coming from the Endaugyi Take in the south-
west. In former times it was a flouvishing village, bei ng about
half way between the rice-producing plains of Endaw and the
town of Mogoung. It was also a depdt to which the Kaching
used to come to exchange india-rubber, amber, and other hill
Iroduce for such articles as came by river from Mandalay and
Rangoon. In the Kachin Rebellion, however, it shared the
fate of other towns on the river bank, and had been ravaged
and destroyed. Out of about 150 houses, of which the village
used to consist, there are now only. twenty-five, and these are
of the poorest description. There are, however, pagodas and
monasteries which bear witness to its former wealth. But
although monasteries remain there are no priests ; the last one
died some six months ago, and the inhabitants up to this time
have not been able to induce another to take his place. There
is even 1ow a little trade in the village, There are some half-
dozcn shops where cotton and silk handkerchiefs and other
Manchester cotton goods can be bought, together with -alt, salt
fish, and other articles in daily use alﬁong the 1 mese them-
selves or among their Shan and Kachin neighbours,

* Cowptry spirits and opium were also for sale here, and one
f)r two Chinamen had established themselves as petty traders
in jade and other country produce. In the evening I received
letters from Kansi Noung and Kansi Hla, the two brothers who
rule over the Kach#a hills where the jade ‘quarries are situated.
the most powerful of the Saubwas in this
'n‘eig'lﬂ)onrhmnl, and I had 'cen most anxious to hear from them:
Pheir letters were re 51 i, but they were evidently written

* A fort has since been built at this place,

These two men are
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with the view of inducing us to remain at Mogoung. Th?y
acknowledged the receipt of my letter, but advised me to remain
where I was until they could make arrangements to meet me
with all the other Saubwas with whom, they wrote, they had
not yet had time to communicate. As soon as I got this _Ietter
I wrote a veply that I had alveady left Mogoung and that I was
encamped at Kamine, which place I should leave next morning
to continue my march to the fade Mines; and that I hoped they
would meet me on my arrival. I reiterated my former message
that the Britislr troops were coming up as friends unless they
were opposed on the road, when they would then know how to
act. 'This letter, which was written in Burmese in my name
and sealed with the stamp of the Deputy Commissioner of
Bhamo, was accompanied by another to the same effect signed
by the Myoke and by the Nakan, and stamped with 1 clephant.
This elephant stamp had been invariably used by the rulers
of Mogoung in their communications with the Kachins, and I
was informed by Shwé Gya that unless a document was stamped
with this stamp, it would not be considered by the Kachins as
an official document. I borrowed two ponies from Captain
Triscott and sent off native messengers with orders to go. with
all haste and deliver these letters to the Saubwa and return at
once with his answer.

The price of salt at this village I learnt was four annas per
viss, or, at the present rate of exchange (1s. 4d. per rupee),
equivalent to about'fourpence for three po_unds. Paddy was
100 rupees per 100 baskets, and rice four rupees per basket.
Fresh fish at this time of the year is plentiful and good.

At Kamine we were able to get more approximately than
heretofore correct news regarding the route to the Jade Mines.
From the village of Kamine there are two roads to them—the
first route partly by water and the remainder by land;. the
second entirely b._y land. By the first route hoats would have to
be_ taken up the Iindaw river till the mouth of the Namyah
stream was reached, thence the Namyah stream would have to

i H " e, .
be ascended to a place called Namyah Kyoukseip.® From

* Or the stone wharf on the Namyah.
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Namyah “youkseip the remainder of the journey would bhe by
land. By the alternative route the road lay inland nearly due
west until we hit of the Endaw river above the mouth of the
Namyah stream. The Endaw river had then to he crossed,
after which a hill path led direct to the Uru river on which the
Jade Mines were being worked. The boats which accompanied
us were too large to ascend the Namyah stream, which is only
navigable at this time of the year by canoes; and the way by
water would 10 oceupy a longer time, so it was decided that
we chould move up our whole force to the point where the
Endaw river would have to be crossed, and that, having estab-
lished a temporary stockade there, we should leave our boats,
tents, extra commissariat supplies, tohgethcr with a sufficient
guard, whilst a small fighting column pressed on to the Jade
Mines. :

January 31st.—Our march to-day, on leaving Kamine, lay
for two or three miles over a plain, parts of which were exceed-
ingly swampy, with long elephant grass on each side. The
path was perfectly passable for men, and half-a-dozen ponies
might have got along without much difficulty; but it was quite
impracticable for a long line of laden animals. Tor about a
mile every bit of the road had to be made by cutting down
“quantities of elephant grass and spreading it over the surface
of the swamp. Livery available man was employed in this
work, and after a great deal of trouble, during which two or
three mules were nearly bogged, we amanaged to pass the ob-
stacle. The whole of the road was through long grass, but at
length'we again struck the river, which here flowed betiveen
steep banks, and which varied from three to eight feet in depth.
Here we had to form.a camp, which would contain all our
extra mules and stores, together with a sufficient garrison to
defend it whilst we should be away at the Jade Mines. The
ground was entivel}: covered with grass some eight or ten feet
high, which was so thick that a man could barely force hig way
through it." The way wo cleared this grass was by making a
party of men form up in close order, and then by marching

forward and throwing their weight against it the grass was
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sradually pushed down on the ground, where it lay, and was

ol
soon trampled into a sort of very rough carpet. This carpet,
however, had afterwards to be all cleaved away tln'ough fear of
it catching fire. On this the tents were pitched, and the
transport animals tethered. On the other side of the river, at
the distance of about a mile, hills rose from the plain, and on
these hills we could make out some Kachin villages. Suffer
Ally, the Kachin interpreter, told us there was a Shan village,
called Sckaw, at the edge of the plain, and he voluntcered to
go zcross to this village and see the head man. He accordingly
went, and soon returned with two or threc men from the Shan
village and with some Kachins, The latter belonged to the
Merip family, to which family also belonged Kansi Noung and
Kansi Hla,; the Saubwas of the Jade Mines.
February 1st.—Halted to-day, in order to build a defcnslblc
post for the accommodation of those who are to remain here.
During the day the Kachin Suabwa of Sekaw, with a following
of about twenty men, came into camp, bringing with him a
pair of elephant’s tusks as a present, and as a sign of friendship
to the British. In return he was presented with a blanket, a
hanging lamp, and a looking glass, avith which he expressed
himself much pleased. Ile was very anxious to see and handle
our guns and revolvers, and he was shewn a little practice,
which pleased him much., The Martini-Henry rifles with which
all our men were armed especially interested him. One of the
officers had with him a small Martini-Henry carbine, and with
this he took a shot at a large kite sitting on a tree at the oppo-
site side of the river, about a hundred yavds distant. 'To the
surprise of us all, and especially to:that of the Saubwa and the
Kachins who were with him, the kite was knocked over. 'The
effect of this shot was so good that we refused further experi-
ments at the time, lest the good opinion he had formed of our
sheoting powers should be lessened. To-day also another
Saubwa, belonging to the Lephaie tribe, came into camp. e
was on his way to Kndaugyi, so I gave him some small prescits
and sent letters by him to the Endaugyi Saubwas telling them
to expeet our arrival at that place. The survey party to-day
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climbed a hill in ke neighbourhood, and obtained a glimpse of
the great Endaugsi lake. They estimated its distance, as the
crow flies, at abous fwenty-five miles only.

February 2nd.—At my request Captain Triscott agreed to
another day’s halt. 25 I was anxious, if possible, to hear from
the Jade Mines’ Sunbwa before leaving this place. The halt
also gave more fimz to complete the defences of the camp.
During the day, a:ompanied by Captain Triscott and some of
the officers, I paid a return visit to the Sekaw Saubwa. His
village lies in thz forest on some high ground just on the
borders of the On the plain the paddy had been all cut,
and on the stubll: we saw many jungle fowl and some very
large cranes. Frem the plain a foot path follows the course of
a small runner whizh emerges from the hills and leads into the
village. Before entering the village on the sides of the path
are the usual woodzx posts to which buffaloes ave fastened when
they ave sacrificed. Near the posts were numerous skulls and
other bones of buffzlses.  After passing these posts we were in
the village. Tt is a very straggling place, and the houses were
all some distance from each other. Lots of pigs and fowls were
running about. Tke house of the Saubwa stood by itself about
the centre of the village. It was the largest house and was
conspicuous from having in front a number of logs of wood of
very great girth supporting the roof.  As the roof merely con-
sisted of thatch it was evident that these enormous posts were
for show and not for nse. I at first'thought they must be teak,

- but on closer inspection I saw that they belonged to some much

. sof:‘\r tree. 'We entered at one end of the long house by steps,
-and walked the whele length along a passage near the left side _
of the house. On the rizht hand side of this passage were
numerous doors opening into separate rooms or compar tmcnt<
When we reached the far end of the passage there was a sort
of public room with a fireplace in the middle. Round this fire-
place were spread mats on which we sat down. Before long
the Sanbwa and two or three followers appeared. The former
-.Qll.b down near us and we had a long conversation, which was
interpreted for ¥ by Father Cadoux, who formed one of the
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/i i ; alf-an-hour, and
party. We conversed with him for about half-an-hour,

he produced some native spirit in hollow bamboos which we
drank with him before taking our departure. '
Some men of the column had been gent forward to-day \.v1th
guides to cut the road for to-morrow’s advance. The guides,
?vho were Kachins, shewed the road and assisted to cut jungle
as far as their boundary, which was only some four miles alon.g
the road, but nothing would induce them to go beyond this
" boundary. They said that beyond was the property of another
Saubwa, and that if they shewed the way to tr.oops., or made a
road without the other Saubwa’s consent, that it might cause a
feud between them. :
This was not quite satisfactory as regarded our progress, dnd
it shewed that all the Kachins were not at present favourable
to our advance. However nothing more could be done, so all
the troops who were to advance on the morrow were moved
across the river, so as to be able to make an early st;u't-: Il.l-
structions were given to the officer who 1'enmim-3d behind in
charge of the camp, and all precautions taken against the camp
being surprised during our absence. : ‘ 5
February 3rd.—This morning we. mdrched at dnyhght. with
our reduced column in light fighting order: ‘We took \v1th.us
125 mules carrying seven days’ provisions, and the 131011 carried
two days’ rations in addition with them. ; We h‘-;b our tents
behind us at the camp, and took nothing with us .l)m what was
absolutely necessary. After passing 0\'0-1" the plain wc' reached
the village of the Saubwa whom I had visited the previous day.
Ho and all his villagers were on the alert to see us pass, and I
think that they really wished that we should have a successful
nm(;lhicuving the village we at once began to ascend the' hills,
under the shade of dense jungle, which effectually shut 111.01}1'
view. After marchis ; three or four miles we cam‘c to the limit
of the hill owned by the Saubya through whose village we h.ad
passed. Up to this point we had marched over gmun(} which
had been cleared of jungle, but heneeforth all the ::1‘0;11'1'ng m}d
road making had to be done as we advanced. The Kachin
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- guides who accompanied us refused to proceed further, and we
were now dependent on a Shan whom T had induced to accom-
pany us from the village of Sekaw. Tu the evening we halted
at a halting place in some dense jungle near a stream. Every
morsel of the ground had to be cleared before we could com-
mence to build our huts. The Goorkhas built me a most com-
fortalle hut of cane and leaves, which I shaved with Captain
Triscott; and they continucd to do this every night until we
returned to where we had left our tents,

Haturday, 4th.—After leaving our camp this morning we had
to pass over one small range of hills, and then we travelled for
about a mile down the bed of a stream. In places we were
absolutely in the stream, and at places among the densest
deseription of rattan and other canes, which grew abundantly
in the swamp near its bed. This part of the march was most
trying both to men and animals, for, although the weather was
cool, yet the hard work in deep mud, from which all sorts
of noxious vapours rose, caused the men to perspire to a véry
great degree, and was most enervating. After following this
stream for some distance we arrived, about the middle of the
day, on an open plain where a quantity of paddy had been
grown. This was the paddy land belonging to some Lephaie
Kachins who lived at the village of Namnooyan, in the imme-
diate neighbourhood. 'We had held no communication with the
Kachins from this village, who lelonged to an entirely different
tribe from those with whom we had made friends yesterday,
and we were unaware whether they were hostile or friendly.
We saw about a dozen men on the far side of the plain, who
on sgeing us disappeared into‘the jungle. 'We therefore caused
the front of our column to halt to allow the main body and rear-

guard to come up, and a vest for dinner was made on the open
ground. During this halt T went with Shwé Gya and a few
Burmese to indwse the Kachins to enter into communication
with us. They were very frightened at first, but gradually
their shyness wore off. From them we learnt that their village
Namnooyan was on the Namyah stream, and that the main
road from the Jade Mines to Namyah Kyoukseip, where the




TO THE JADE MINES OF UPPER BURMAHM. 47

jade was put into boats, ran near it. The distance to Nam.yah
Kyoukseip we calculated would be between three and-four miles.
The villagers said that their head man had heard of our a.pproa.ch
and, thinking that we would have come by Namyah Kym}kselp,
had gone to that place to meet us. I did not believe this, and
[ had no doubt that he, being afraid to commit himself one way
or the other, had kept out of our way. We engaged here some
men to cut the road for us for about two miles through the
jungle on to the main road. This they did, and we paid them
for their trouble. At about three in the afternoon we reached
what they told us was the main road to the Jade Mines. After
what they said I expected t6 have found something of a good
road, but there was little more of a road than the one by which
we had travelled so far. It was rather more marked owing to
more people having used it, but that was all. Soon after getting
on to the road we met some Kachins carrying down loads of
jade tq the river. This was the first we had seen. Some were
carrying the jade in baskets slung over their foreheads, and
others were carrying it slung on bamboos, which two or more
men carried between them. These men said that this was the
third day since they had left the jade quarries. They also told
us that there was no talk of opposing our progress, and that the
place was in its usnal state. We encamped for the night in
thick jungle, at a place called Lacoon Sekkan.

Sunday, 5th.—On the road to-day I was much pleased at
hearing from Kansi Noung and Kansi Hla, the Saubwas at the
Jade Mines. The two messengers I had sent from Kamine
met us with letters. The letters were to the effect that the
Saubwas hoped that we would halt at the Sekkan* on the Uru
river, where there was plenty of grass and good water, and that
they would meet us there. They wrote that they wished to be
friendly with the Dritish, as they had alivays been with the
rulers at Mogoung; but they stated that, though they were
anxious to be friends, yet they could not be responsible for what
some bad men might do. Shwé Gya agreed with me that
this letter was most satisfactory, and we considercd that our

¥ Sekkan means halting-place,

.
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peaceable advance to the Jade Mines was assured. The early
part of the march to-day was very trying. It was almost
entirely up hill. The jungle consisted of ry large forest
trees, and the undergrowth was composed in many places
entirely of bamboo. We came across endless varieties of ferns
and creepers, and crossed several streams. On each stream
there was a halting-place, and often a small hut, for the con-
venience of the Kachins bringing down jade.  'We met several
men again to-day who were thus employed. These halting-
pPlaces are all named after the small mountain stream on
which they are situate. We passed in succession the Nat-
linban, the Sinbwéoon, and the Nantine halting-places. From

+  the latter the ascent was long, but having accomplished it we

reached a sort of table land, which went by ‘“e name of
Kawapoon. This was the watershed between the Trrawaddy
and the Chindwin rivers, and from where we were we could
see the hills extending to the west, beyond the valley of the
Nantine stream. :

During the course of this march we passed a path leading to
some salt springs on the Nantine stream. Shwé Gya informed
me that in the year 1228 B.E.,, during the previous war with the
British, when salt could not be imported from Lower Burmah,
he had manufactured salt from these springs. Tle worked for
two months with three cooking pots, and made 500 viss of salt,
which he sold at 1 rupee 8 annas a viss, equivalent to about one
shilling a pound. After the peace, when salt could he again
brought up the river, it did not pay to continue the manu-

, facture. The spring from which the salt is obtained is said to
be @spring of warm water,

There were a considerable quantity of large trees about here, -
but only two species, the Gungaw and Lekyoh, were said to be
hard and durable snd were used for timber. Here, too, we saw,
for the first time, the india-rubber tree growing in its natural
state. The india-rubber tree, as is well known, is a species of
banyan or fig tree. A seed is dropped by bivds or otherwise
deposited on some tice. Gradually the plant swrrounds the
main stem of the tree on which it grows with its roots. In
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time the oviginal tree is killed, and in its-place the india- ubber
mw the orig

tree remains. i .
.The way in which india-rubber is extracted from the tree {s
as follows. At a certain time of the yem-,. \'vj n the sap is
rising, cuts, each in the shape of a 'V, about six inches long and
half an inch deep, are made in the bark of the t.rces. F.rom
the point of the V the sap exudes, and forms a kind of sticky
substance, whitish at first, but rapidly changing to a dull brown.
This substance thus exuded is gathered by the Kachins, who
roll it into balls, each about the size of a very large orange, and
send it to market in this form. I bought one of these balls for
one rupee. The incisions i the bark must not be made too
near the root of the tree; if they are so made, a greater .quafl-
tity of the rubber is obtained at the time, but the tree will die.
- The Kachins well knowing this are very careful not to tap the
trees too low. : bt
The right of gathering india-rubber on certain hills is a
ﬁ'uitfui source of quarrels among the Kachin tribes. Tt is one
of the most valuable productions of the forests. In 1887-88
the right of buying india-rubber from the Kachins was s'old
to a Chinaman for one lac of rupees. This monopoly, which
was one of the legacies we received from the late Burmese
Government, has now been abolished, a tax on the amo_unt
of india~rubber brought into the town of Bhamo being estab-
lished instead. This measure will be very popular with the
Kachin Saubwas. On some hills the indin-1ubber tree is czu'tf-
fully planted =nd looked after by the inhabitants. It.ls especi-
ally grown in this way in the necighbourhood of the vlllage.s.
About 2 p.m. we reached a plain, having «1csccn.dcd consulef'-
ably from the Kawapoon plateau. It was dohg.htful again
getting into open ground, out of the dense :m(l. dismal forest
* through which our to-day’s march of seven miles had been.
Ifrom 7 a.m. till 2 p.m. we had heen steadily marching, but 'we
had only been able to accomplish seven miles. The plain which
we were now on was about one mile long by half a mile broad,
and had been cultivated with paddy. A portion of it was very
wet and swampy, but a portion was quite dry. On the drvy
D
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part we halted, and preparod to encamp for the night., On the
edge of the plain was one Kachin house. This was carefully
shut vp, and without inhabitants, so we did not disturb it, but
all eamped out on the middle of the plain,  The elephant grass
and bamboos which grew on the edge of the plain, together
with the paddy straw from which the paddy had been thrashed,
afforded abundance of material for building and roofing huts.
This plain-was situated on the Namyu stream which joins the
Ury, which is a tributary of the Chindwin river. During the
night there was a sharp thunderstorm, which wet us all, and
converted the field on which we were encamped into something
like a bog.

February 6th.—TLeft our camp at 7 a.m. The first part of
the road was very wet, the mud and water reaching, on the
road, up to the bellies of our mules, and in places forcing us to
leave the path and cut a new way for ourselves thr ugh the
forest.  After soveral ascents and descents we veached the
Gungaw hill, so called from its being covered by trees of that
name, A road through a rocky gorge, where great masses of
white marble-like stone projected here and there,brought us to
the Namthein stream at about nine o’clock. This stream we
crossed and recrossed several times, the water being, as a rule,
about up to our knees, and the bed of the stroam being about
fifty yards broad.

At about twelve o’clock we reached the point where the
Namthein joins the Uru. and here we considered that our
journey was for the present at an end. 'Wo had arrived within
the jade district. After reconnoitring the place we crossed
thé"Namthein once more, and took up cur position on a tongue
of land at the junction of the Namtl_in and Ury, having thé
Uru on the south-west and the Namthein on the =outh-east of
our camp.  Only9n the north could we be approached by land.

Our camp was on a lovely spot. It faced southwards and
commanded a view of the junction of the two streams,  On our
right was the Uru, a beautiful stream of from 75 to 100 yards
from bank to bauk, as clear as crystal and alive with fish,
which kept rising to the surface in the evening like trout in an
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linglish stream. The bed was generally rocky, full of large
* rworn boulders, but for a short distance above our‘ camp
there was a very deep pool under the opposite bquk, while the
shore on our side was sandy and gravelly, and sloped VOI“Y
gradually towards the deep part.  On our left was the Nznntl}cu}
.:trcmn which was much smaller, with the banks on both sides
densely wooded. 'The spot which we selected fol: a camp was a
beautiful triangular piece of ground, covered with short grass
and a fei bushes on the northern portion, and with a long
tongue of shingle and sand strctching soutlf\vards io. the place
where the streams met. It was evident that in the rainy son.s.on
the whole of our encampifig ground would be co-vered with
water. To the south we could sce a considerable distance, l-mt
on the other sides our view was bounded by jungle-covered hills
close at hand. TLooking up the Ury river one saw a l:zmge of
highish hills, on which we were told were the Jade Mines, I
was disappointed at finding no K{uzhins here to 11}cet us as.they
promised, so I sent off some four Burmese to a vﬂlng(f, which I
vas told was distant less than a mile, on the other side of th(?
Uru river, T'rom them I received another letter from Kansi
Noung, saying that he had given orders to all Sz}ubwus to treat
us well, and that he would come and see me, with presents, on
the Uru stream. As we had arrived at such a pleasant place
nobody was averse to halting where we were for one day.
Several Kachins from the village visited us to-day, and ap-
peared very friendly! ‘ A

7th February.—Waited the whole day in anticipation of
Kansi Noung coming in. In the morning some of our ofﬁi:ers,
who apparently wished to be the first to see the Ja.dff Mme.s,
rendered too confident perhaps by the assurances of friendship
sent by Kansi Noung, set oft for a walk in their direction.
They were not well received by the pmplef and were warned
not to go forward. However, they persisted, and \'vcro at
length met by a number of armed men, when they quite pro-
perly thought diseretion the better part of valour and 1‘ctul."ned
to the camp. They were most indignant, and would h:w.c hk'cd
at once to take an armed party and have forced their way
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fhrough. I, however, explained to them that these men had
committed no hostile act, and that they were most probably
right in refusing to let Eui‘opeans go to the Jade Mines beforo
the consent of their chief had been obtained. About four o’clock
mr.:f'séngers from Kansi Noung came in to say that he had
reached the village of Niensi on his way to meet me, but that
he had been seized with dysentery, and had been obliged to
halt. T at once despatched messengers to him asking him to
hurry on, or to send us permission to go to the mines withount
him. I pointed out to him that we had a large number of

ules, and that it was most difficult for us to get fodder for
them. I did not believe in the dysentery of the Sauby a, and
Shwé Gya, who up to this time had heen quite positive that he
would come to meet us, began to have his doubts that all was
not right. I noticed, too, that fewer Kachins visited the camp
to-day, and that no men carrying jade had passed through.
Though most anxious not to waste time, yet T folt obliged to
give Kansi Noung a chance to come in; I therefora induced
Capt. Triscott, much against his will, to halt for another day.

8th February.—This was a most anxious day with me, All
depended on Kansi Noung’s answer whether we should arrive
at the Jade Mines without bloodshed, or whether we should
have to fight our way there, and be harassed the whole way
on our return journey. I was confident, snd so were all the

ficers who formed the column, that we. could fight our way
to the mines and overcome all opposition, but we were well
aware that we would suffer severe loss, There was no doubt
that Kansi Noung could have collected a considerable force to
oppose us, and from his thorough knowledge of the country we
would be under great disadvantages. I learnt to-day that
messengers from the deposed Myoke of Mogoung: .Qgcthcr with
several hostile Fachin chiefs, 1 1 arrived, and that they were
using their utmost influence to induce Kansi Noung to resist
us, The friendship of Kansi Noung was at this time a matter
of the greatest importance, Ile was the head of the Merip
Kachins, and as such could compel the submission of many in-
ferior Merip Saubwas. I had reason to believe at this time
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that the Lephaies, the other most important tribe in the neigh-
bourhood, had promised to support the - osed Myoke. If the
Merips were also to go against us, we should be fairly in the
midst of a hostile country. The whole day was spent in uncer-
tainty. About twelve o’clock I learnt that Kansi Noung had
arrived in the village on the other side of the river, about half
a mile from our camp, but still he did not come in. I asked
Shwé Gya if he would go over to ‘lie camp, but he told me he
dave not go. e had information that some Kachins had come

down with the intention of murdering him, and were only

waiting till they found him unguarded to carry <ut their pur-
pose. He asked me if he‘might send out some of his men to
kill the would-be assassins, and he was very sorry when I in-
formed him that I could not give my sanction to such a pro-
ceeding.  (Poor man he has since been murdered in his ovwn
house at Mogoung; probably by the same men.) TUp to

time Shwé Gya had been most happy and cheery, full of asuc-
s
dotes, and confident of success. Now, owing to the failuyeo:

Kansi Noung to come in, according to his promise, he was ses b
despondent, thinking that I would lose confidence in him, gud
that, as he expressed it, his face would be blackened befot 4wt
I tried to cheer him up, but it was of no avail. As he lgd [an
better means than I had of knowing what was going on T wgs
very much disturbed, and T thought things looked very serious.

About four o’clock two men from Kansi Noung came into
camp. One was a Kachin, 21.d the other was a man whom I
had previously known at Mogoung. He was well disposed to
us, and had been formerly a trader in jade. He had started
from Mogoung some days before us, and had promised me to
act on our behalf with Kansi Noung. Te had not taken any
letters from me, as he said he should have more influence] and
would be more trusted in his capacity as a jade merchant than
as an envoy of the British. These men came with a message
to the effect that Kansi Noung was still conferring with the
other Saubwas, but that he would come in to-morrow, The
man I had previously known also told me privately that, owing
to the intrigues of the deposed Myoke, Kansi Noung was very
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undecided. There were many strangers from a distance in his
camp who were urging him to hostilities. Kansi Noung him-
self was inclined to peace; he had told > men from a distance
that it was all very well for them to advocate war, as they
were comparatively safe, while he would have to bear the whole
brunt of an encounter with our forces. T made up-mny mind af
once what to do. I told the messengers in front of the camp,
8o that all present should hear it, that if Kansi Noung was not
in my camp before 10 o’clock in the morning, that I would
order the column to adva ice, by force if necessary, on the Jade
Mines; and that if any sort of disturbance took place, whether
owing to the fault of his tribe or to the fault of. any person at
the mines, that I should hold him responsible.

‘When the messengers left the camp there was no longer any
uncertainty as to what we would do to-morrow. The military
were busy making all prepartions for a fight if necessary. I
still hoped that Kansi Noung would come in, but T was not
sanguine. I think that this ultimatum, which T sent to Kansi
Noung, decided the fate of the Expedition. It was a bold
stroke, and though the risk was great, I considered that by
delay our danger would only increase, whereas no possible
advantage would accrue from it. Our Kachin interpreter,
Suffer Ally, again did good service. e volunteered to go
over to the camp of the possible enemy and use his influence
on our behalf, and also to find out what was going on. I gladly
accepted his offer.

February Oth.—Everything was ready for a start this moi; g
for the Jade Mines. Captain Triscott had fixed the advancing
fored at 100 rifles and one gun, the rest of the force being
requived for the -defence of the camp while we were away.
When Suffer Ally reburned, he said that Kans® woung would
come in, but that 19 o’clock was too early for him, Our only
reply was to continue preparations for our advance, and by
9 o’clock the men had fallen in ready to start. Just at this
time we saw a large party of armed men on the olﬂposite side
of the river, who kept advancing towards the camp. We
made out that i was a f riendly party, as we could see & man
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in front carrying a fine pair of elephant’s tusks, It turned out
to be Kansi Noung and twelve Saubwas, together with about
100 followers, coming to pay me a fricndly visit. I have never

0 1
in my life experienced such a feeling of velief as when T inade

out what was happening. It was no light thing to be respon-
sible for the loss of life which must have occurred in fovcibly
veaching the Jado Mines; and yet to have returned to Bhamo
without having achicved the object of our expedition would
have been worse. It would have given the Kachins such over-
weening confidence that any future expedition would have had
a much more difficult task. As it was, and as it has been in
all our dealings with natifes in India and Burmah, ¢ brag”
carried the day. If it were not for “brag” I do not know how
we could have conquered India. “Brag” on the part of the
leaders, which is bred of confidence in the pluck of the soldiers,
had in this case proved successful, and Kansi Noung had not
dared to oppose us when he saw that we were determined to go
in spite of him. I think the military were disappointed when
they saw the approach of the Saubwa. I do not mean Captain
Triscotb—for he knew as well as I did what a risk we were
running with our small force—but the rank and file, \vho were
anxious to have a fight, in hopes of gaining distinction and
the Burmah Medal. The troops, who were ready to make a ,
start, were now drawn up in a square round my hut, and the
Saubwa and his followers were allowed to come into the camp
between two lines of soldiers. A strict watch was also kept all
round the camp to xprovc{xt any attempt at treachery.

All the officers attended the reception, Captain Triccott and
myself sitting in front of our hut door, and all the Kachin
Saubwas on the ‘ground in front of us. Then, on behalf of Kansi
Noung, a very fine pair of elephant’s tusks was presented to me
as a token of friendship. All the Merip Saubwas were present

and joined in the submission, I then addressed them through -
Shwd Cya, and informed them distinctly that all their rights
in the Jade Mines would be respected; that while the British
would undertake the responsibility of keeping the water-way
open to traders, the responsibility for the safcty of the traders,
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through the Rachin Hills must rest with the Kachin Saubwas
and I infm‘{nswl them that the late Mogoung Myoke was a .‘ubel’
by whom they 1115t not be led astray. I then gave p‘rosent;
to all the Saubwas. Kansi Noung was presented vith a fine
mule, a blanket, a looking-glass, and some other things while
each of the lower Saubwas received a suitable pres’oit.’ One
Saubwa, a Tephaie Kachin, from Namyah Kyoukseip, was not
present. As T knew he had been in the camp of Kansi Noung
I concluded that he was not favourable to our advance. 7
After this T dismissed the Saubwas, and at once the troops,
as alveady told off, made a start. We crossed the Uru river
mn‘; ‘ter about half a mile we reached the Sanka stream OVCI,‘
which \V(') found a temporary bamhoo bridge; along thi,s the
f;ﬁglg,u';;?:: ::31 :1\;*?3:):1 )(:f zhc'z;rtillm:y, were able to march,
land formed by the bend lo(fnth]:(ll'i(vejra'?]ic(lmcn'tum’ and"on o
This is the last village until the quarr ]bl ?0 WH(}ge O'f i
. arry where the jade is worked
ls.rcnchcd. The road here leaves the stream, nor is any wator.
\V:lﬂl the exception of one small mountain torrent, to he me;.
'VVlﬂl on the way. Tn consequence of this Sanka is,a. village of
Importance, and a few Shan traders have settled here. '.icso
mmm:gc to make a scanty livelihood by selling rice and by
carrying water to the people who come to quarry jade. Close
to the village we saw one or two small quarries being worked
but we did not see any jade, 2 :
Leaving the village we again crossed the Sanka stream, an
n‘O‘.'.'-commcuccd a steady ascent. On. the way we saw on the
i sides of the road, now aluiost hidden by brushwood and creepers
n.unrarous holes resembling old wells. These had all at 011(;
time been jade workings. 'We continued our ascent for about
three or four miles, and reached an altitude of abe £ 1,500 feet
abovc. our camp. <On the road up we met several parties of
Kachins, but nothing worthy of notice occmrred, At last wo
came to an open space in the jungle from which <11 trees h:;d
been cleaved. This was pointed out to me as the site of tilc
bazaar of the mines. VWhen work is going briskly forward
that is in ordinaxy years from Febtuar btill M rJ i e
) y ay or June, this
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clearance is covered with huts of people who come up from
Mogoung and other villages, and who make . .living by sup-
plying the workmen with food, tobacco, spirits, and other
necessaries. At present the jungle, which had grown over the
clearance during the last vainy season, had not been cut, nor

was a single hut erected. Ahbout 200 yards beyond this we

came upon the dry bed of a stream, where we saw a collection

of about fifty houses and what appeared to be a large qua.rr )

while all over the place were blocks of white stone of all sizes,

some of which were tinged and streaked witl green. Wc‘had

arrived at the famous Jade Mine, known by the name of Maw-

thit or the “New Mine.” ~ 'With the exception of Lieutenant

Bayfield, who about the year 1838 had managed to reach 01‘19‘
of the mines, 1o Iluropean had ever heen allowed t? see them.

‘We were absolutely looking at those mines which, to the

Chinese, have from time immemorial been c\“.'-:éidc‘l'f.:d to be the

most valuable possession in the world=—we were looking at them,

not in the position of persons who were permitted by favm.u' to

such a high privilege, but as thoss who were there by right,

and who had come to take possession of their treasures for and
in the name of the British people.

Tt may not be out of place to give a short ac.co.unt of the
country where the jade stoneis met with and how it is generally
worked. ; e

The jade producing hills lie generally to the north-west o

¥

the Uru river, between that river and the Chin A in, of which
it is a tributary. They extend over a consider: .“area, and at
different periods jade has been worked at places toul: and f-ive
days’ journey apart. I think T shall not be wrong -in saying
that the country where jade has been found extends over a belt
from twenty to thirty miles in length, and {vom one to thrc’(,s
miles broad. The mines are known by the name of “DMaws,

and they ave divided into Upper and Lower Maws with rcfc')rence
to thch: position on the Ui river. The mines ave all in the
Kachin Hills, and no mine can be opened w -'.:‘:-.::.'.t the consent
of the Kachin 'aubwa of the hill on whicl, it is [H'OPOSO(} to
work, Many small mines are opened each yvar, but when jade

58 A SHORYT ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION:

of a valuable quality has been discovered in one neighbourhood,
nearly all the scarchers are attracted to this spot. There are
several reasons for this. In the first place there is always safety
in numbers ; secondly, there is the extreme difficulty of procur-
ing supplies of food and watel, except where enough persons are
congregated together to render it profitable for traders to come
up from the plains; and thirdly, the rich Chinese traders all
come with money to the market where the best stone is pro-
cured. The best jade used to bhe procured from the Lower
Maws, where it was often found in large water-worn blocks ;
but at the present time the best is procured from the ¢ Thit
Maw” or “New Mine” to which we had marched. We saw
the jade being worked. The quarry is entirely composed of a
very hard white stone. This is worked by lighting fires under
masses of the rock, and thus causing it to split into large frag-
ments, ‘When the stone has thus bheen split, the fragments are
examined to see if they shew traces of the valuable green shade,
It they do they ave preserved, but if not they are thrown away.
The amount thus thrown away is scattered in tons around the

neighbourhood of the quarry, causing the whole place to look
white and glistening in the sunshine,

As T have mentioned before, the
himself the owner of the mines;
profitless to him unless he is

is no outlet for it except throu

Kachin Saubwa considered
but as the jade was absolutely
able to dispose of it, and as there

gh Burmese ter itory, he was com-
pelled by force of circumstances to se

11 it to Burmese subjects.
As far as I could learn it h

ad been the custom from time imme-

, morial for ¥ Saubwa to take 10 per cent. of all jade quarried

by Xachins; Chinese Shan
same conditions as Kachins;

8 were allowed to work under the
but Burmese or Shans weve allowed
to work without paying this perconta ge. Chines
at the mines theivselves; but they advanced

Kachins «nd other hill people
When a large block of jade had been quarried, and it wag
necessary to break the block in order to remove it, the Saubwa
had his choice of the fragments, Half the price of this frag-
ment was considered the share of the Burmese official,

lid not work
money to the
and took repayment in jade.

who
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s appointed by the Burmese Government to superintend the

de Mines, and the other half went to the Saubwa himself.
[n addition to this the Saubwa used to make money by sn-p;
ing coolies and guards for removing the stone to the river. We

ol
end

avoured to buy some picces of jade as mementos of the
oceasion, but it was evident that the people distrusted us and
had hidden all the valuable pieces. However, nearly all the
soldicrs managed to secure some picces of stone with traces of
green in (hem, bub most of them being valueless were thrown
away on the march to camp. We did not remain long at the
mines, as there was no water and we had no rations with us
for the men. Our downward march to the camp was quickly
and safely accomplished without incident.

February 10th, 11th, and 12th.—On thesc three da}s we.
marched baek by the road, by which we had come, to the camp
ab Sekaw on the Fndau river. Our progress was much quicker,
as we had no roads to make and no jungle-clearing to do at our
halting-places. The first day of our rcturn journey was very
rainy, and the ground became so slippery that our mules were
continually sliding down the steep hills, some of them not being
able to recover themselves till they had reached the bottom and
had deposited their loads in the water there. 'We were all wet
to the skin and so was much of the hedding before we reached
our camp.

On the 11th T made a detour and visited the village of Nam-
yah Kyoukseip, with a small party of European soldiers for an
escort. The Saubwa was absent, but lis brother, on his behalf,
brought a spear and a peacock’s tail as a sign of friendship.

At this village there were two quarters—a Kachin quarter and:

a quarter inhabited by Shans. In the latter quarter there were
several petty shops, and no doubt at times considerable trade

.
must be carried on at the place. It was, however, ab the plescnt/(
time in anything but a flourishing condition. At I\amy'lhfn

Kyoukseip news reached me of Moung Poh Saw’s proceedings. >

During our absence from l[osmmg ho had collected some
Kachins and attacked our camp there, but he had been driven
off with loss. In marching through the village of Sekaw the

60 A SHORT ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION

Saubwn, who had been so friendly when we started, appeared
grave and anxious, and very distwrbing accounts of what was
going on at Mogoung reached me.

On arriving at our camp on the Endaw river we found every-
thing in proper order, and I received some letters from Mogoung
confirming the news of an attack on the camp there. I wrote
letters of warning to the Ithi and Thama Saubwas, and also to
the Shan villagers of Toungni and Nyoungbintha, who were
said to be harbouring the deposed Myoke.

On the 13th we halted at Sekaw, cparatory to starting for
the Endaw lake; and on the mo: ing of the 14th, leaving all
our mules and animals behind us in the camp, we started in
boats to explore the Endaw lake and river.

Three and a half days were occupied in poling up the Endaw
river. On the first day we had to pass two rapids, but after
that the water became deep, and the stream twisted its way
through a large plain completely overgrown with rank elephant
grass. During the first day we did not pass any village on the
banks of the river; but on the second day we passed the deserted -
site of one which had been burnt by the Burmese after the
Kachin rebellion, and which had not been rebuilt. On the
second day, too, we met four or five rafts, laden with balls of
raw india-rubber, being taken down the river by Kachins. The
third day’s scenery was exactly similar to the second : we passed
one ratt laden with india-rub