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I was born on March 2, 1949 in Portland, Oregon and spent 
the first 20 years of my life in Vancouver, Washington; just 
across the Columbia River from Portland.  My mother, 
Trudi ‘Osborne’ Gill, was an avid traveler so every summer 
from 1960 - 1969 I would go with her overseas.   We 
traveled all through Japan, Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan 
and the rest of SE Asia.  Then we went to every country in 
Central and South America, followed by West and North 
Africa.  We continued on to most every country in Europe.  
I never met any other travelers in these early days and the 
world was completely different to what it is as we travel 
today.  While visiting 65 or 70 countries I noticed jewelry 
stores and thought to maybe go in that business so I could 
continue traveling as an adult.   



 
My father, Dr. Joseph Howland Gill, MD, an Orthopedic 
Surgeon in private practice and a senior professor at the 
University of Oregon Medical School was always 
interested in learning new things.  He took a course in 
geology and asked me to go sit in on his classes and that 
became a first love for me.  I went to The Oregon Museum 
of Science and Industry, OMSI for 3 weeks at Camp 
Hancock in eastern Oregon during 2 summer sessions, 
where we studied geology.  I graduated with a B.Sc. in 
1970 from Portland State University in both Geology and 
Physical Geography.  Then I took a job for one year at 
Fox’s Gem Shop, a fine jewelry store in Seattle.  I started 
the GIA home courses while in Seattle and that is when I 
started a mad passion for collecting all books and 
publications in English on every aspect of gems and 
jewelry.  I then moved from Seattle to Denver in 1972 
where I took some graduate courses in geology at Colorado 
School of Mines.  I was doing a lot of research at the US 
Geological Survey nearby and there learned about the 
Gemological Association of Great Britain and it’s very 
coveted degree F.G.A..  Usually it is a 2 year intense 
course, where one in five people who take the exams 
manage to pass.  Because of my geology background I 
talked them into letting me take only the second year and 
challenging the first year exam without taking the actual 
course and they said OK.  So I took the GIA final exams 
and the two British exams over a consecutive three days, at 
the USGS Library with a professor acting as proctor.  I 
received my GIA “Gemologist” degree dated Aug. 23, 
1973 and my British degree “Fellow of the Gemmological 



Association of Great Britain” or F.G.A. dated Nov.19, 
1973.  Later in 1975 the American Gem Society AGS gave 
me the “Certified Gemologist” degree. 
  
  

 
Working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their head gemologist 

from 1974 - 1980 
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I am and always have been an information collector.  I did 
my “Gill’s Index” for the GIA in the 1970s, with the 
encouragement of Dick Liddicoat President of the GIA 
among others, as a labor of love.   

I was working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their 
gemologist from 1974 - 1980.  I helped make the single 
biggest sale in the history of this firm to the King of Saudi 



Arabia, by providing an extensive provenance from my 
personal library on gems and jewelry with some 65 pages 
of documentation of ALL references in the English 
language. Both the Nassak Diamond 43.38 carats with GIA 
NY Certificate #23998 “D” “internally Flawless” bought in 
mid 1976 & a unique Gem Burmese Ruby of 35.22 carats 
bought in 1978 with GIA NY Certificate #141093 (soon re-
polished to 34.25 carats) were extensively documented with 
all records coming from my personal library at my home.  
These leather bound documents were done by me without 
any request from DeYoungs, as an effort from their new 
young 24 years old gemologist to show them what I was 
capable of producing.  As the firm’s European salesman 
explained twice after this sale was completed, to all those at 
DeYoung’s, “the King had seen the stones before from our 
business partner and was not impressed.  When shown both 
gems on the second showing he was also given the 2 
leather bound volumes of extensive research on them.  He 
read them for half an hour and then agreed to purchase both 
these fine gems”.   I not only did not receive any 
commission for my critical part in this record making sale 
but not so much as a thanks or that was a good job.  See the 
article by David Federman, editor of “Modern Jeweler” on 
this sale and other interesting background, reproduced 
below. As Richard T. Liddicoat says in the foreword of 
“MODERN JEWELER'S GEM PROFILE, THE 
FIRST 60”, 1988, by David Federman, "No one 
investigates a subject in more depth than Mr. Federman and 
no one writes with greater clarity on the matters that he 
studies so assiduously." (see, GEMS & GEMOLOGY, Fall 
1988, Book Reviews, p. 191 -192 and GEMS & 



GEMOLOGY, Spring 2002, “Richard T. Liddicoat, The 
Ultimate Gemologist”, By Dona M. Dirlam, pp. 2 - 13). For 
the 24 years since this article was first widely circulated 
there has not been one serious objection as to accuracy of 
any of the statements related therein.  I did learn much from 
this significant experience about the importance of good 
research and establishing an extensive provenance on 
historic gems and jewels.  Bob Crowningshield, Vice 
President of GIA & head of the GIA labs in NYC, called 
me in early 1980 as a last resort, concerning the famous 
“The Crown of the Andes”.  I happily supplied him with 
not only extensive documentation but also the current 
owner’s name (see documents below).  Mary Murphy, head 
gemologist at Christies in NYC called me about the same 
time, about a piece they had for auction, “The Green Cross” 
from the Henry Phillip Hope Collection (then owner of the 
famous “Hope Diamond” that is now in the Smithsonian). I 
gladly sent Mary the pictures and the original description of 
this unique green gem.  I had taken these pictures from the 
personal copy of Mr. Henry Thomas Hope’s (signed by 
him), “Henry Phillip Hope Catalogue” that was published 
in London in 1838 and this was now in my library (see 
documents below).  Christies used all this in their jewelry 
sale catalog for Geneva 1980, and I was happy to help them 
on this matter as well as several other instances. 
 

Modern Jeweler by David Federman, Editor 
Jan 1985 



  
 

FOCUS 

Although 0~11 ~er teceived a sin­
gle penny in commtuion tor ~ping 

c·uddle up with Trobot to dose thot' 13.7 mllliOl'l sale ol the 
FrerdcTrouo ~~ lhehmnandlt two stones. he 1t1U c:onsid~s this nl'l> 
definitdy t~.~~s tobots in it. ~·ing thot ma.t tiK- hk)h point of his <Oiorivf aa 
o really Good de$igntt makes use o{ reet. -h pro .. ·ed ll'lc: u,d'ulness or all 
eV1!1)1hfng he sees. Trotto u,.,d this my bibliog111rhlc.tt lnclin~tions," ht: 
no noii \,U'I'llfl d~icc in ;:s unique pt«c: of ~)'$. ".)t:...,·eltf1 ond dci:ll e.-.:~ just don't 
Jewc:lty/$c;utp1ure. His <:!c~nion . .... ·hlch see how irnporlaul the kind of re-
hll: cells Trobot. was des.tgned for thn ~rch l do b In their t:Y~ryday bus!· 
Wilhelm Muller jcv.'elry competillon ness tive"'" 
held In We$1 Germany. Working wllh Trips to hiJi 1Hr•onol hb rary. v.·h i<;h, 
18 kartl yt:llow gold. pJalinum, and e ~mong other thln(p, boasts copies of 
wtrlttyofgcnutonf!S. Trouod~ eve-1}' gc-motogktlt foumill btlc:k lO 
•JR·ebysuitethatformsanc-longtttd 1882. hsve hctptd Gill. 35. many 
body. The ~ ls a ring; the tot50 be tim=s slnce..lnMoy 1980. lot irruar.c:e.. 
~dint: the ~rm.$ .,re e.atrlngs and the 9.-hen he he~ Sotheby Pa;k.c fkot. 
It{)$ form • brKelet. (o~~ !:ntlfi!ly b)' ~t'.s los Angela ~ion galt:~)'. hls 
h!nd, the piece is set "'i th ~r.ratdi, lib~ry pro ... ldtd import~mt back· 
black Jedt. dii:IJTIOnds, a cultured 9round on tt\• '•moos !·lope green 
peari, 0 ' l'IPI,hile and a ruby. cross.. a pc:ndo.nl with s l"' fancy n~tural 

'011a plt<:t would be 110te.vonhy j ll l$.1 green ditunot-.d8 (one of the r~:-rc:s' 
fnr It$ conception. but Trouo hlillti.IC• shades of fc.ney col<>•$ for oe diamond), 
cessfully vttc1.1ted th~ rath!t c:ompll· that lct<:hed o~er USO.OOOOlt., Zurich, 

~- \. Swiuerlar\d sale. 
f;lt:ted I~• tn~o a .st.Ncture tha1 wo•"• Sir'l('e !981, 0111 ,nd hi!S fellow GlA· 
both u • KUlpturt: e:d as ~ky. He g:dlill!e gdnOtogls.t ~~d $hottc.U 
can be '*loUoldcd to p!tt wtth it Sot h...-wvt "'" • au«tUful C'Sl~te ;:-.~try 
0~.000. lie can be foo.,id M AlWin bu:ine!S in S.n f'ranc:lsco c.a!kd Gil 
Gallery In S;m Fnmci:SCO. ~nd Shono:lllJd. Howc:,-cr, <Jill, .e. ptoll-

f---,,_.,..._.._ ___ __. ___ =E:!U1g==·=k=Br.o=u=fr:::':---=======---------= ::-l fie ertlde 11.1IW who has published In 
the likes of Jcux•((!l:!' CIT<:ular-·Key.s:onc 
;.'l ;;.d Ot-m,<~ ltl'ld 0-lhlofogy, n~rn;:.in$ M 
passlorunc: about • ~M!arch as ever. In· 
de!'!d, he hilpe<l us uncovef dozens of 
m~jor OewJ:J)•Pif .,nd m<)gt:.tine ~• li · 

d es on the h1SIOI)' of American di.,_ 
mond w iling, th.t CO'Kf story or lhis 
month's MQdetn .kwckr. 

PROfllt 
Joseph Gill: 
One for the books 
Wh~n tht king of ~udi A•,blll "'" 
first of!c:rc<S the .t3.38·catat Nessok 
diamond In 1977, he dis.mi!sed the 
mw:fitld·1h.ped uon= as ugly-de,. 
pile o g~tng report from the' Gemo 
k)g!etl lnstitlJC~ of Ame.-iQ .uallnog It 
~$ Dlf''l•wfess. {Tod.Jy its gr<~inln~ 
wou1d d•S<il•~lify the ston~ from a f14w· 
less Ultjng.) 

Hut whot the stone lacked in ~Uiy 
i l .nor• than mudc up for in hi.Morlcal 
stgnlflcance. 

Thot's ltdlen Joseph Gill, then o 
s.~mologbt with J. & S.S. DeYoung. 
t~ t.n'OUI Boston est;')te good$ fitn\ 
1M( ~ the stOM In paortncrshlp 
wtlh Outo-atf in El,lrOf:e. as~ lOt • 
~ne. toN'--. the sale. tie._..,. 10 hb 
person.ol libu''Y of ~et eoobooks end 
sev.:tcl thOv$0nd artlcles perti:linlng to 
gem.,'i end Jtwelry and tr.1ced the dli't· 
mond b:~ck to the 1830S:. By assembl· 
ino ool..'h •t!fere.nce to the ~ton~;~ ha 
could find In hi$c;olleclion In al~ather· 
bound Ph~!lentatlon book. he !.JO\'e the 
stone: o tormol pro·oenance it Md 
lod< ..... 

-when :hi: king was shcNn the <lo­
mond lew • sec.ond time-~ he prct.ut• 
ed,'" Gill ~fat-. 1hren ll W<)S C:X• 

pl.alntd ttl4t iC ~ g.::~t hi.Stotkal slgo 

•• 

nHicancc ond h~ w-'*" g l\l"ll my te· 
.s~• t::ll . It imptess.ed him so m u<:h he 
decided to boy the i'ilone," 

l"'ol QnJy lhat.. the k lr.g bought ~n 
&CC:Otnpan;•i.ng 3.C.25-arot Bornu 
My for which Gill h.!d .,t1o pt~ 
hbkloc.al Coc:UiliUttation. Hb tf90tl 
lhO'Io.-ed ~t tht steno: had ftnt surtx· 
td \.n Euro~ in 1870 wtl,.n It was 
bought by a London c;utWt from the 
k ing ol 6 urmn. 

"••'••llngly . ...., f oae hod noc 
t'r'l.ade himself pcnono!ty a,aiJeb!e for 
t."lis p.roject, he ~m WO\lkJ have tx:en of 
lnvaluabloe ~sti!AII~. In 1978. Gl>\ 
published his lnd!spcons.,blc: r~f~;:re~ 
book. em·~ ifl<otu 10 Jol.il'n<lts. A.rlio'o::.s 
and Books Ucotlr!lfiQ lo Oems ilnd Jewel· 
f1J. It i:s the ontv Juch index in the fn. 
gUsh language: and, of t(lvf$e. all of its 
IIS>Ungs can be: round in Oil1's own per· 
$0fll)l li bHtl)'. 

Naturally, 0111 i.J qu-ite pr01--d of h!:s 
libn!fy, firt.t be-gun in 1967.t,htee~•$ 
Xlo.~ he re«<V<td • B.S. C~ in 
geolog)' .and OtO(Jf'ephy ffom Pottla.nd 
Sune 6y \91~. he says. hi·Honc:ction 
~s preuy cto1t to Its present ~te ... , 
"""~ an lnutloblc urge to he'•c the 
be~t." he conllde.;~. "That's why mi' li· 
b i<::l)' bet>~mi a kind ol obS<:Ssion with 
me." 

It i.s a mating thot Gill. by 1973 both 
., G. G. oe.nd a fellow of the Gemological 
AuotiatiOn or Orc:~t 6ri1ain, c::o\._.d 
ha\<e found 1~ monty co emass a II· 
brety ol such size ond rmlting. A je..• 
elry sto.fe c..,k ..net then a ~-nmcnt 
,ro~ogtsr. ht ~d to <:c.me up 
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I had to make private sales to support my gem book 
collecting habit.  I managed to get a library when these 
books were still cheap and it included ALL the publications 
and books published in English that John Sinkankas, 
famous gemstone writer and gem book collector, had and 
more on gems and jewelry.  I stayed at John’s house in San 
Diego several times and we were close friends since 1968. 
 I was always proud when I visited John Sinkankas at his 
home in latter years to see my ”Gill’s Index” on a small 
shelf of books at his desk, where he did all his writing next 
to his 14,000 book library.  The John Sinkankas Library 
was purchased by the GIA in 1987 and now makes up the 
core of the entire GIA’s world class library.  

I did not know how to type so when I did my index I hand 
wrote each entry on 5 by 8 inch cards about 4 feet thick of 



them. Each time I read a new sentence I had to look up the 
right card to make the annotated entry.  After 9 years of 
work I completed a 420 page book with over 14,000 
entries.  So you can look up France and find that a rough 
diamond was found there or what gems were found in 
Antarctica or California or Nigeria or Ghana or Florida or 
in the oceans or anywhere including from outer space.  You 
can find all the references ever in English from the first 
book done by Thomas Nicols on gems in 1652 until 2008, 
near 350 years of all the publication in English on gems 
along with more than 18 journals on gems and minerals.  I 
went through each sentence of each publication and all was 
put in this handwritten annotated index.  I did my work in 
my small apartment with my wife typing out the final draft 
(an 18 month job). This was only the second book ever 
published by the GIA that was not done by a member of its 
own staff.  See G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 - 368 “Where 
Have All Our Answers Gone” and on p. 368 - 369 “Gill’s 
Index” reviewed by Dr. Edward Gubelin.  Gubelin says 
“The idea and concept of Gill’s Index should be taken up 
by other scientific branches of knowledge.  After all, the 
motto for the expert stands: Not the not-knowing is 
shameful, but the not-knowing where you could look it up”. 
Dr. Gubelin did seven different very positive reviews of 
“Gill’s Index” in four languages and called it “a marvelous 
index”.  Dr. Wendell E. Wilson, editor of  The 
Mineralogical Record in his own full review of “Gill’s 
Index” agrees with Gubelin by saying “Why has such a 
comprehensive index not been produced for other 
important areas of study”, and Wilson continues “Gill’s 
Index represents an enormous labor of love requiring years 



of work, significant funds, and a degree of motivation 
beyond most authors”.  G & G Summer 1979 p. 190 “GIA 
Publishes An Essential Gem Book, GILL’S INDEX, this 
will be updated every few years” and Richard Liddicoat 
also proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is proud to 
announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part of a 
continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry 
informed”.  I had the opportunity to talk to Dick Liddicoat 
at his home via phone three months before his passing and 
he was most enthusiastic about the idea of  putting the 
“Gill’s Index” on the web as “Gill's Historical Index 
Online” where interested people, including authors, could 
continually update it. Winter G & G 1979-1980 p. 250 top 
right reads “GIA’s latest Reference book”, “information is 
easy to find with Gill’s Index” (see documents below). 

 
“Gill’s Index” was only the 2nd book ever 

published by the GIA that was not written by 
a member of the GIA’s own staff 

 
 
      



  
 

GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 

COMMUN!CAT£ Wfn.l NEW YORK OFFICC 

-, May· zs f l 976 

following letter 
had typed: Just wanted you 

• I 0 

Apri 1 2j; 1976 

J:; . ' 
.; {' • . Manf,.tlianks for ~ending the ,j ade bi bH~graphy which ' i s enclosed. 

' ' ' 
·1 I ,spoke '!'f th ~lr. Li dd f coat who advises that he doesn't be 1 i eve i t 

1s· oece·ssary to get permission for entri es in a bibllogr.aphy. Al so , 
in seeing your bibl fogra h with t he ossi.- · 

It was good to see you at the Conclav•. Congratul ations q~ ~ job 
·'.Yell .. dcine *ith 11Gemo1 oi.Y~ .. ;.;· Pictures· .. ~ ·· ' ~''•·"" · ... 

·'Sjiicei'el v· ,- ;r -- -
Gerno'l og.ifal Insti tu te of .CIJneri.ca ~....., 

-..,-.·~·--

; 

. ..r?:i d --:-· 
( ~·"·' . . I . .. . 

· BertfKraslles · , ,. 
Ass't;. Director-Gem Trade Laboratory 
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G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 – 369 
 



 
 

Where Have All Our Answers Cone? . 
Or ... Let Me Introduce You to Gill's Index 

By JOSEPH 0. GILL, C . G .. F.G.A. 
Sotheby. Parke S.mot. Inc. 

Los Angeles, California 

WlH'I t 1,~ a Gill'$ lndtJ,:? Gifl:f /11(/(>x 
is the ;:uidcbool; to nil Eng)il>h lan­
guap:- lilmuu."t" on the su.ti;e:ca of scms 
;md je\\'dr) .•. the bringing top:thcr 
and tht" mapping out ofth:•~ vast body 
of publi,hOO. knu" led JOe on thil ~>Pt!· 
cializ.ed ~1.1bjcct. "I hi) is the f)J")t cime 
an efft>n of this kind N;, been ~~e ••• 
and effort it voasl 

Owr l\ period of 12 rcers I hswc­
bem «lllect~ 2 libr&l) of all book.~o. 
pap<'~ :o\nd JOOm21$ 1n tl'.x= fn;bsh 
language on gems artdjc-wetry. FM the 
l'il"$t live )'tars I ~nt l)lll want -l i:.t ~ to 
O\-~ 300 fine boOl: de1krs ;:II ewer the 
•odd and '4TotC' a minimu::n of 10 
letten each da)'. It Wll): •• '"bEukrieg 
anack~ tO crea;e a complete r~('IU itt 

hbrnl)' u roo~pidly .1s pu))iblc. h "'''"' 
my inttntiOn to fmd t\"t:l)' ;;a~ and old 
book S\O'III.•blc on the market ru .... ins 
reference tn gems. Sin(le I otd)' read 
£nglish .tnd) wanred ll u~b)e f($CiJrcll 

libr.uy, llk ->I'll!' timsation I p!:ln:d on 
my colf.I:Clmg was lh:u aU publi¢:uioru. 
had to be in the l!ngli$h lan_gUilge. I 
5UI'Ched tk bibliography of Cleh new 
aequ::siticln for other rda:taJ pubb· 
catiOrl~ on ~~:m.s. s nd lOiter round m~t 
Qf ;ho~ ICICrcn-cd 

FALL 1930 

Jvurn:!l collecting proved lO be 1hc 
ll\~t cha1krt$,lng. It wa) like: as.scmb• 
hf!.S * pu1'J'.le-trying U) p1~ together 
tht hur.dmh M odd issuCl nttdcd to 
con~p letc each ~et o f jour n3ls. 
Throu~h lhC COUrte$)' ()f f:C:\'C:I<Il I}Cin 
inuilulcs.. m)' l'lecd.s we-re mJdc known 
throuJ.h tb:u pubicatio"!".$, Thi.~ 'las 
dnr..c <1'! 3 l:indnh) ::nd l deeply 
:wprcd.a t~ itll tliC:lr dforh. Uhimatel)'. 
futl ).Cl.\ o! aU 1he major and m:u1y ol 
l!t<- mmOI' joui"Mb •-erccol«:ca,l. The 
a.nidc~ in the jOmfl::th were uma:tirtA 
in that tht<)' CO\'ttc:d m d-:.ptl1 ~o many 
rare :md unique subjects, One oon· 
«ntrltcd on bpedat). anocbe£ on 
loc.rtions.. and )CI another on Itch· 
nie.'ll gcmoiOS)' or Jewelr)' Myles. Of 
the journals I oollcctcd. the cattien 
com~ pubKalion in ISU ~11(1 
~'er•t continue to tho: pr~c:nt da}·. so 
ir 1.• po~~ib!.:: 10 witnc:>~ on I he spot I he 
devd up1>'1Ctl1 n( lhe seienec: uf g-:m· 
oiOI) 

These journal• togeth<r "ere llke an 
imm~nse volunw of knowlcd~ hut 
wilh no i•'dex or luble of eontt:.nl$. I 
had accompln.t.ccs my goal of col• 
lecuR_J a cornprthe-n~lvc mesrch 
libmry only to lind that it wM of littk 
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Lapidary Journal - Dec. 1979 

GIA Publishes an 
Essential Gem Book 

De yoo know '"'he:re-oo t¢ad about the SUpjcr 
Ui;em<.md (:1 di:m11)1ld within :1 di• mc.md)?Or 
do you know lhm there h3Ve bxn ltundteds 
Qf :1rtich:$ wrilltn <m Oi;:.mvnd Synthesis 
ami Cobt ircatmC!lt alone? For ru.y s.\icky 
gem <tt:ts!ic.>n, Gilf s l rtd<'X ;q J~n'lafs. Ar­
!ides am! 890k.\· Rr.lwing w C.-m.y m:d 
iti·:Wry i$ tht.IIOSWef. This 420 pa..,c.e ¢0n1· 
prchcBsiVC tcfC!C1lCC boo):' ~ives !>00~ for 
gc:mol(!gic::=l infcmnution f~Vm liS c.1riy as 
16.$2. 

Jos..-opb 0 . Gill. CO, is a g~:mnlos,iss for 
J . & S .S. De YQ1.1£1g: Qf ~lon. MasMI· 
c.buscns. a well-known AGS .wpplltr. 
J~eph (~ill bus 1.1.scd b.ils )'¢iiNOf e:.;pc-riMce 
in dlc jewell}' !nd i.IY.r)' to m~h"!nd ·eom· 

pile this cssen;ial refetem:>e book. A1'fidt$ 
on ovcr250 g.cm ~erbll::u-< li~tell, <U weU 
ss Olhel' w~U·knqwn ¥tmological tCXl· 
boob. A ~on oojewelry inc-ludes infol'· 
mntion on appraisals :-md inve:nmr:aL E~· 
tensi\•e liuing,'l roc ttemology and @(m lest· 
in~ wiiJ r-rovidea four.da.tioo !'w sny ·~of 
go!"n'IOiosk:sl ~~nn:-h . Also, a l isting of 
gcro~one.s Oy country provides on~ llf the 
f~w c.ompli:hen:;ive listings of ~¢m!>lon-e­
souroes available.. 

While il ls ledioos to flip through 3 y~ ·s: 
m~azinesubsctiplion 1{1 lind o11e ;ntj.,;Je, it 
is~uito!" shrtpl~: •o fu,d1his snme infom,atiM 
iQGill's lndtx. As a basic s.o-~r-.-e for info;­
ma!jon O!'l :sny <J!!Cl>lion of ~emology. 
Gi.'ls's indiX belon~s oo ew('/ jewc:k r '1> 
reference shelf. TJu: GJA is pro;;<,i to nn­
noUil~ dte publil:~1iqo ofOiil's htfkx as~ 
pa.• of our oontinl!ins effo:t 11, keep tbe 
jewi:!l)' in&!u.~l:ry iofo.rmed .. 

Appraisal 
Standards Vote 
Lacks Quorum 
Firm Principals Urged ft) 
Send Ballm 
A .Sf>:; quon;m has 001 yellxeo reacllcd on 
tbe \'O!C for ~-cept."tnoe of tlie p.ro;'XJ.S«< ~p­
pr.!i ~!.ll standards. Appmhal Committee 
O!aimlatl Co~; Allob¢Ui bas ~~!! :s l&:lh:N<.' 
Oi!e prirtdpod in e~b mtmber tlrm. He 
•rrgc.s those wlto hi ve 0\'erlook-:::d this W)(i: 
10 s~nd in their b11Uot fl!hl :~way. If <~nyooe 
does llQt r¢me.T.:bet v..hetlter ( l; i)Ot the bai!OE 
wa~ rerumed. ilt l'ld in a second ropy. The 
AGS Qft:..;c wiU «<SHitot:k h. 

The AGS olli.:,:e tokes the. btsn11: tin lbe 
confU$»n in this siru:uiQn. The ballot W:l$ 

m~kd with the Cccod ,we imtc ofOUII..DS 
300 rn~ have beco overl~X~iced in tbe l~e 
pa:ket. 

Ot!ct- a quon;m has been re:11:hod1 the 
vo1es will be t.elliod. A 7 5% affltmsth•nol:: 
is ne.zesNii)' for J)IUSSge of lbe $Ullldards. 

Message to Young 
Titleholders 
from Robert Spraiford, CG 
Ccmt:/(we Committee Clwirm(m 
I ~~your help. As you <A'Cll know, the 
Cond~\'CS b:~~ve aJw:<ys bei:n import::rtl 
hnppenings fo;lhe mernbeJs of (he Arneri­
can Gem Sociel)'. lome past s.e\-c-ral yean, 
they f1:!!1o<t: bei:«n~ !arser :md mon::. itnpCH· 
t3n.t. Part ( If thi,; SllC.Ct.~S i,; dt:< II) bet!er 
instn.tC!ots a.."'d more intc.re>tin~. Ccne:lfl\'e 
d tid:. Mv~ lind mt)rt <11' 1he membc:r,: use 
th; Conclm·:: J~s ~oombinntion ...,'Qd: ~ian 
U~diamiJy vsention. This is~oodbccause it 
brinss tlte wives ~nd you.ns pi:<lple l!!to d)C 
Sociely. ~Jilro' ()( the people .ll tile Y91.."ll8 
t:ilkOoldets lunch stancd coming, to Coo­
eluve:s at an e-nrly age wi;b thc~r p••rcnll>. 

1'!te C'And:wt.t b~ve ~~e l::.~e r. :snd 
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sJmllarly n Iorge assortment of item.,, 
nnsins rrom ~ndJesticks to lovina 
cups, Crom snuff boxes to bell$, rrom 
inkstands to tablewart. The jewelry 
henu rc:\ture neclclatts.., broocb!1, pcn­
danu., cone.hts, buckles, and C'~tD a 
hi;Shl)' contemporary agate occ;klace. 

Tho tex.t r· .. -e:s the reader a rW lp­
precillion o tbe plaee of sih-er in OUI 
country and in our culture. Tbe black 
and white picrure:s are exceptionallo de­
tnil nnd qunlity. ll might have lx:en 
adviuble to have limited the illuslrll· 
tions 10 black and white, since the silver 
lneU looks every bit a.c; exquisite In 
these photos. Most of the color photos 
h D,\'C no color except the background, 
which Is hardly a vaUd reallion fo r the 
llddhlonal expense. An eighteenth cen­
tury covered cup by Jacob Hurd i.s just 
as cracdu! end dramatic pictured la 
black and white on page 9? as it is with 
a blue baetc.round lo tbe lrootispiecc. 

Since this book is a catalog o( the 
collection. it will be of e .. "tn gre.at~r in· 
ttrc:." to those who take the opportunity 
to view the coUeclion on tour. E\•tn 
without seeing these lo\·cJy items which 
ar~ so well desc-ribed and iltu.Slratcd, 
the rc:ldcr will e njoy the book. JCZ 

GILL'S INDEX TO JOURNAI.S, A R· 
TICLES AND BOOKS RELATING 
TO OEMS AND JEWELRY, by Jostph 
0 . Gill. F.G.A .• C.O., 0.0 .. publish<d 
by Gtmolotical lnstitwe of Amtrlco. 
SD.nta Monko. C4lijomi.a, 1919. Hord­
bound. Black and white. j~H z &~H. 
410 /HlZ~.t. Pric~ $24.$0. 

ticles from msguines other than the 
selec-ted group, a.mong them minina ond 
engineering magazines, and such mta:t· 
zincs as Fort~. lewder's Circular Key-. 
stone, Tlt~t MiMraiozictU Rteotd. the 
AmerictUS Minuologist and ochers. 

Pa.n One under lbe table. of tubiccts 
is "'Gems and Gem Maccrials." Sut.. 
jccts which b&\"e been used for a lars.e 
number of articles, and [or which a 
great deal of information is avail1ble, 
such 3$ diamonds, have been runher 
outlined with subtitles such as Diamond, 
Diamond gemology, Diamond inclu· 
sions. Group gem descriptions include 
both natural and synthetic gems. 

Next, the gem species and varietie-s 
are Usted. Tbere are o~r 80, starling 
with octinolitt: and coding with :oi.tl'te, 
and including organic gems Uke CfJr41, 
common gems sucb as qWJrtz. rare &erM 
such a.s tatJffniu, old gems such as ruby, 
new gems S\leb as tsavoritc &arncts and 
liddicoarire lOurmaline. and precious 
metals such as sib·~r and gold. 

Part n of the bool:: i$ Gtm Locati'OIU, 
l\ section which bas three useful divi­
siOilS: "World Production,"' In alpha .. 
betic:allist or CQuntrics and the ser.ar:He 
states or the United States, and 'Oems 
From Space." 

Part Th.tee .is on Gemology. Sturtins, 
with aJumbled JtOne$ and .:nding wilh 
gem trnde associations, thiJ soctlon is 
run or subjocts which are ollen frustrQt· 
ing to look fOr. Along with opcical 
phenomena and chemical tcsdl)~. thcrt 
are listings of i""...m frauds, min1ng K.o 
CO\'tt)' methods, noc.able peOple in ltm· 
olozy, and gemological mcctinJ,t and 

This ftne book hes been de.spcrately exposJ~ions.. 
nteded for a IORJ time by rc:$earc:hctl, The last major division of this book 
writers, gemo1ogJsts, jev.-eJers, artists, is Jewelry. Co\'e:ed are antique and 
students ttnd hobbyists. It does an ex· 1 
eellent job of organi-z.ing, listing, and historical gems and jewels, in\'OStment n 
elasslfyint• the literature about gems and #ems, notable collections, appraisals, 
• Q nnd more. Jewelry publi.shed in English in this cen-
tury, particularly the yearS (rom J9JJ.. Although. articlcsiLc;tcd give d:ucs nnd 
1978. Numerous periocljc:als have been pas,e numbers, the authors arc not listed 
Indexed includi.ng Tf:~ G~mologlst, most of the time, although some of the 
Ctms ami Oem4logy, Th4 Journal of better known writers are named !rom 
Gtmoloty, Tltt A.usuiJ!ian Gtmmol· time: to time. especially when articles 
ologiJt, and Tit~ UJpidllry Jo.urnal. The arc part of 2 series.. The author eon· 
IJJpidDTy Journol is the onJy ma&uine Siders this boot primarily a subject in· 
for the a.mtteu.r to be included in this dex. 
prestigious group. Gem and F~-elry Surprisin-Jy. e\-en v.ith no piclurc:s or 
anlelc:s of rh~ LApidary Jow~tt~.l Cor the d iauam(, and no formal artkles, the 
)'cnrs or 1947 through J978 are listed book is so fascinating it is ditncull '0 
thronolugicnll)' and alphabcticaUy br. put down. Much intcrcstjng 11nd pcnl~ 
Subject. For example, under buy , ncnt information about gem• c.un be 
Vthich i!l preceded by bt'nitoire and fol.. - leaned just from reading the titleJ, for 
lowed by heryllonite, tb~ first Lapidary mstonee, ' 'First fluorite inclusion stc:n 
l oumal liscing is April l947, "A 56 in an emerald," ''PaJe yeiJow labradorite 
Pound t'lquamarine from Brazil,'' and R 
the l ttJtli~ting is the Allgust L917 article round in Australia," "Ro5S(r CCVf:S 
on "Ocryl (rom Georgia."' ruby, t38.7 caw.s, a.t the S1nithsonian,'" 

Fo11owing, the indexed periodicals on :lf'ld "A one too boulder of jad~ found 
~P«'ific .:cnu is a G<:m library Biblio,- near Rib Ri"·er. Michigan." 
f1phy which ineludes U. S. Geoloa-ical E\tt)'Ont interested in gems will ~~o·d· 
su,ey p;l(IC:I'$.. Scate infonnation cu~ come lhis book 3nd wonder how they 
C:Uiars-. Unl\~niry theses, boob. an~ ap c-.·er got along v.ithout it. JCl 
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11r. Joso ph 0 . Gill. B. Sc., 
22 rle!une Stree t 
QU!I;CY , Mas• . 02169 

USA 

y..,..,, 

Dear Mr . Gill, 

\t, ul EG/111..1 ~ April lJrd . 2~80/mu 

You ~ill be h•ppy to learn that I nuv~ composud two different 
tex~s o f a re view o f your marve llous index a nd 1 arn h a ppy to 
for~ard the two ~•nuscripts here ~nclo•ed . The longer o ne will ba 
puolishsd in tne next issue of th~ journol of the German genmolog ical 
association •hile the shoiter will •opeer in tne German ~old5~iths 
j ournal. A~ soon as these raviews oppeor I shall seno yo~ photo•tat 
copies of tnam . Shortly i shall co~poae a tnird version to be puol ish8d 
in the Swi& l journal of horoloqy , jewellery a nd ~emmology . 

Hop in g that ~ou w1ll be plecseo wit h th•c introduction vf your 
ou tstanding work amoog the:: 6~rman apee.k i ng countr ies of Euroou , I r emain 
~ith all ~oad wi~hes and kindest regard• 

yours most sincerely 

C:ncl : 

P.s. 1 heord rumcur""S thot you have left l~essrs. Oe Young. 
Is it tru•? If so wher~ do you work now? 
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CIJI's llldtx ro Jouma!s, A.rtfrlts and booJr.s 
Nl'lu!ing t() l;em~· u.nc/ lc>t'ttlrJ~ l1y J•J.."" Jlh O. 
Gill. Publishrd (1918) b )' the. Gemoloi lcal 
ln.sli tutc o f America, 1660 Stc·wan Street, 
Santa Monica, C3liiomi2 90404; 420 p3a_e;, 
5~ br 3'h Inches, h11rdco .. ·er: S24.S(l. 

A number of wcU knowo periodical~ deal· 
i.ng V~itb $o!fllS h2ve ne\<er been tooexed , :1nd 
(llh~n~ ha\'c been inde.~ed o nly poorly. Gfll'.s 
Index anempts to fiU this g;ap by providi!lS a 
subj.:ct inc.le~ for Mir.;:IY:is Yt't>rbook (1882-
197S) (cltapeer-s on g.es-nsc()iles only). Tf.c 
(iemm"lt>gl$1 (193 1 - 1962)~ Gtm'J & Grm· 
otov· (193~1971}. 71:-? Journal oj Gem· 
tno!t>g)' (1947-1978), U:tpir/ury JQ:m:ul 
(1947- 1978), omd Th<' t lll.SLI'!ffitm Ormmolr.r 
Rist (19>8-1977), Uodcr .severaJ subj~t 

llC3ding.~ there 3ft 3l1o li>ting.~ emitted (;l!m 
Lil;ror:; Bibliograplly, wherein ma}· be fo-..nd 
many booi;s (inl3nglish onJ)·} Oil the. subject 
dating as far bacl: as 1652. Finally. there is :1 

section li$1ing. articles •;.'bkb have comprc­
ltensh·e b!bliogr3phics t! .. ::msdv~?S. 

The Gem Ui:mlry lliblic>g;;•phy .$«lions 
include more than rderenccs to books. 
Spi:\.ializcd geological publications . . col!e,ge 
th~es. museum public~1tions. a.;d articles in 
()l l~ l)l:riodk:otb bi•v~ ~n gleomed for in· 
dus.ion. Gem a.nd jC'\\'d ty·rd:ucd ~rticlcs sre 
in;;l\lded from jounw•ls such a~ n1.- Am<"ri· 
om Mim•rologist, No.r!tl'~. Sciemlflc Momh· 
ly, Seiem.'e. Minerol /Jige.st. t(.·(m(Jmic: (k()l• 

OJ:J', j'rfinrralogical Record, Lift, Hotp~n. 
Jtw-:-!~I'S · Cirro!ar-Kcysu.m.-. &gb:rering 

tuu! Mining JQ'.Jmal, R<J<-J.: tmd G.-m, Til<' 

Ca!!adlon Mlnetologls;. Rock:umd Mineral'>. 
Th.,- Min.-rufogist, Amrric'tm Journal of 
Sdet.-ce, Joutxaf of lit~ Am~rlcart Chemicol 

SOt:it!l)'. Mim!rul()gir;ot Muga~im:, ;~nd 
others. 

To quote from the au!hor's imr<ld~ction :' 
"In compiling this index I found son:c oi the 

120 

ankle titles I<> c~ <Jbscme >Jnd wmetif'n~ 

C'\'en unrciE:tcd to thea«u.1l subject ofthe IU'· 

tiel~. Si m.:~it i~ my Obj eclh-e IC)~~•e :tn effi. 
d enl <lnd uStful SII I>}~Ct inde>:,ll<)< :t bibliog: 
raphy. it $~~m«i n<.o:-l'S<lry 10 use lk:tnse 31'1d 
;o paraphrase lh~e litks in <>:tier 10 cbril'y 
lh~ 411bjdCI C(II'IU:tU. M 31l)' of t1te attick.> 
oove'r more 1han one major subj~t ;,nd, in 
!lte>e C-3.~. titles hsd (0 be construC1¢d: for 
~11th s~ti;ljt!!.=l· ~{il l!)' ;s_nic;l~~ l:¥;kl(c,1 1itle$C()Iil· 

pletel)' in wh!th case I provided 3 brief an· 
ootation. 
"TI~ authors• names haw bttn climi· 

ruucd from m;,ny ;ttti;;I<!:S 1;«.;\\t,.e I felt tltem 
to be unneces;ary in a subject ir.dex.!• 

·n •e l.ttdct do..>s not i:t~dlcate the ease,; 
whae Gill i ~wented ~new title, or when: the 
tide is as or\iinaUy publi:hed, so o;~e mwt 
look , ,P !he :t~u31 :wide 10 lind both the 
tide s.,d tlt>C 3Uthor. At 420 pa:ges. the index 
is too~ enough w that ooe can unders!<md 
Gill's re3S<ln.., t'o ~ n<lt includint 1he original 
lille :tJong wilh :m :lilnl)l.:lliOn • .. tlt31 :l.ddi· 
tioo ~; ba\'C incre-ased tl>e Jen.~h of the 
book by 4> pen:~n l l)r ll'll)ro::. :\nd it 4 lf\1~ 
th::lt m:any article titJe: 3re to.<ally mi$k:~d in~ 
as to <he content or tltc article iuclf. so the 
"new" tit!C'.s will uneoubtcdly be a boon to 
u~tl'll o t t he intlex. Ftnlhcrmor~. !lie n~w 
titles indicated some;hlng. re-markable-: Gill 
mu~t 3etually IY.I\'t teld 3!1 of lhi: :tr!id~ i !l• 
d~xed ! For lhal ;ti'On: he d~c;vcs kudos. 

Nearly all gem me!tt'ials art elso minerals. 
of course • .so this index can h3•·e great \•alue 
to min;r~log:il.1:s and mine:al coUectors as 
well 3$ senl fa..ndeN. ·n.c:. lr:l"it~ ~tctiOI'I o f 
1he book (211 pages) co.,.ers gew.s alpbabcti· 
c:.>IJy a<X:Ot'dill£ 10 Sptdl:)" IISil!t (:lr<>u.nd 135 
v;tlid mir,.(lr;tl :,;p;cies), and oountlcss intcrC'.;t­
in£ 3rticlel may be essUy fc>mld. To;nt;wite, 
for example (<!te bh.1c~m vsriety <>f 1.C)iSite), 
h of acute interest <O mineral colkctors. and 

this book mot)· be th~ only pl:u:~ whete Ottc 
can find ~ thorough bibliography of sons. 
New ~sis prc)vk!~ to rmblished m:ucrial 
on many such topic.s dear to 11te min~rnl col· · 
lcc<ot. ln rw. man)· tine Min~ro!Qgkul 
R<'<Y)f(l ;t.nicJ~·~ QOuld be l:l.1uttChed with a 
l~:ldsurt on the llter:uure search provided 
by Gill's Jr.d-tx. 

n te ntXI l:tr~ S=<:l il1tl ( J 18 psgcs) liY.s ar­
ticle,; ar.d boob brcounuy astd stat"(ror tlte 
l M i.). ThOUih perit;'!pS: SOrlte wh:tl less likcl}· 
to be used than thespedei index, thiS$ectioa 
~o bas its rcma:kable areas. Uocler hid!~, 
fo :: ~:tample. the Gem Library Dibli0£13tlh}' 
$.Xtlon iiSI$ Zl booM cJ;•ling ba<:k :t.S far as 
Jl567 whkh deal ·~o·itb the ~em minerals of 
lmd i;t. 

The. third pan lists $Ubjec:ts howi11;g, tO do 
d.il'l."'':tl}' with gemo!O$)', $UCb as oolor, 
C<Iystals, lluo:csoence, fraud. iJtch•siO•~$, 

rnin.iog recov~ry m<:~h¢ds, nQ;nel'ld~rurc, 
n.<>l~bl< people, phOIOgrilphy, spectroscop}'. 
snd tl~rctk:IJ scmo!ogy. T!te finaJ section 
ConJy 2l pag~) deals with ao1iq11e gi:m$ lltld 
jewel!)'. jewelry fasl~ions. museum collcv 
t i(lns ~fld lolpid:lry. 

The author hls a BS degree in gcoloi)'l 
minesaJogy, iss certified ~.ernologist (having 
trained under 1be Oemolos,icaJ ln.~titute of 
.-\.mcriea), and a. fcliOI\' of thcC.cmmological 
.~socia;ion of Grtat Britain. He bas 
amassed Ol'le of tl~ I:U.gel\1 f.nglil>h·lan.guage 
g.;-ntology libril!ics in l~e world, ciTM.:ient 
wili.uuion of which was th~ driving for~;. for 
til~ oompllation of this indC)(. 

Oim; !r.d1.w rcp:~<:eJtl$ iUl cilormous labor 
o-f love rt~Qilirini ye.'lrs of work, $i~lf~Cant 
funds. and a degce of motiv31ion beyond 
mlil:iC ;suthctr.~. (Why h:.lS l;tJth :: cOmpn!bCtl· 
:.i•·e i~td¢X no• bcten i)i'Oducetl for otha im• 
p-o-na:u are~1s of study'?) No one colJI deny 
th :H!he book will pro~t e>:lretnely useful aod 
mu(b nttdcd. Anyone who lik¢s to read 
r~gul."'rly $hould OY.1l a copy. 

Wendcll E. Wilson 

OTHER TITLES RECEIVED 
lnl'tmtaUt:. Mint:rul•IKiq ue rltt lu />iun r:e no. 9: 
5./j- MQrbihtm, by R. Pierro!, L. Cb:mri's, 
C. LaFurrt and F. Pillard. Poblishtd (1980! 
undltltd) by tbe Burt11u de R('(btrd'~ Ceo· 
ktgiqn~ c( Minie~ (B.R.G.M.), $ertke 
£d1Uons et Veute, H.l•. 6009. JS06(l Ortraru 
(~! !';.'(, fmnre; 315 ~ge.s. 1 br 9lh ind!~. 

.wftro,w. Sll.3S (9S.OOF). 
1'h!s is tJtc mo~t r«:<:nt hl 3 scri~5 of 

freocb publications i:l\·emoning the miner· 
al<:>!)· or various ptovirn:es, Mo:billiul in thi$ 
co.M. M31l)' I<X'.Siity m::p~ :ue htcluded for 
the SS ~itics in Morbih:an which are 
di~us~J. Olh~rp:~blic;,li<>ns in t l~e .serieute 
as follows: (no. l) Cantal, (no. 2) H;~utes­
Alpcs, (no. 3) F i!ll>tere, (no. 4) Alpcs­
~iaritimes. (no. 5) Cotes-du-Nord. (no. 6) 
Tam, (oo. 7) Ave; Ton. a.1d (no. 8) Hautt· 
Ci>'lr<>nn~. 

/'he Mineru.'fl;;kul H.fflJrJ. Mureh-Aprll. /981 



 
 
Yes, I was crazy and poor and naive in my 20’s, but I had 
my heroes calling and writing me for information regularly 
like John Sinkankas, Frederick H. Pough, Edward Gubelin, 
Robert Webster and Basil William Anderson, Vince 
Manson (who kindly asked me to speak at the 1981 LA 
GIA Symposium), Robert M. Shipley, A. E. Alexander 
“Doc”, Richard T. Liddicoat, Robert Crowningshield, 
George Switzer, Paul Desautels, Clifford Frondel & 
Cornelius S. Hurlbut at Harvard, Dr. Strong of General 
Electric and many more (see documents below).  You can 
search “Gill's Historical Index Online” and get detailed 
information on all these people and several hundred other 
notable people in the history of Gemology, while you will 
also find articles authored by them. That was what I 
enjoyed, not the money. If I had the 4 inch thick file of 
correspondence from these wonderful people 1964 - 1985 I 
would have gladly sent it to the GIA Library as 
memorabilia (SEE G & G, Summer 1977 p. 307, bottom 
left).  
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• J.& S.S.DEYOUNG,INC. 
~-'?"~ c;;,.,,,«l~ 

Si~CE lA~~ 373 W~KlN"OT01'0 STR.tET 
BOSTO}.', MASS.\CJ!US£11'S O~iOO 

Ant...C()" "' (ol'7 <~6$0·16~0 
c ..... ~ .. !J .. vou~o 

April 10, 1976 

We of J. & S. S. DeYoung, Inc., welcome you to Boston on 
the occasi.on of the 1976 Conclave of the Amel:i can Cem Society. 

In this our country's biceotenn~al year, while rediscover• 
ing t he beginnings of this great democracy, we felt it would 
be appropriate to ~lso trace the beg innings of semotogy 
through h.i.storic black-and -whlte prints as presented in this 
CO..'llpi.htion. 

This publtcatlon has been prepared with consider~ble 
thought and effort by Jos~ph 0. Gill, gemologist of our flrm, 
from his e.xcensi.vc libra ry oi se.verttl thousand publications 
exclusive ly on gems, including rnre books dating ft<~m 165-2 
when t he firs t book on gems in English was published . Mr. Gill 
lw.s selected some of the rarest and most noteworthy prints. 
from bis Library and wi th his accompanying text has uniquely 
describ~d the origins of our Industry. 

"'e know you will flnd it. both enlightening and enter­
tainin&• 

' 



 
 Some other works by Joseph Gill 

 



  
  

~ASI~UDYOF~ 
COIDRED DIAlVI:ONDS 

Colored diamonds may be natural, painted, 
foiled, treated or synthetic. This first of 

a three-pan ser ies looks at natural diamonds 

by Joseph O. Gill. C. G., F.G.A. 
Gemotogisl 01 J V S S DeYoung Inc .. Boston. M assaohuseus 
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We an 3dmite t.he tl>l()l" of ruby, 

sapphire and emerald geme. We alro 
admir~ t he high hl"illi:;;nO!'., ha:rdnc;;s 
:'l.nd gre:!t (ll.l rit.y or the diamond 'fh~: 
only s tone tbat combines all these 
qualitie3 ill the f3.1te~· oolored di:'l.· 
mond 

Gen(lra.lh', ftt.ney ooiored dhll'rtond-:> 
ha>e a l»dy r.olor SL'"'Qng en<~ugh * be 
at.tra.e-th·a-not just a Jigbt!~· t.inted 
o!i-tolo:-. As. e3!"lf ~!I 1499, Sir .John 
M:and¢vill~ in hi~> t;ra..,d book, <l«:tu:cs 
Ute diamond o! taking "plea;~ure in 
fl!s;!;tJnli.nl! in turn5 thc oolor prop~tr-to 
othet· gem;~!' Abbie H:tU:y, in the 
l'i()(}.;. dc::cribcd ~ml> <11> tltc flow~rs 
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of th~: mineral kingdom a.'\d the fancy 
(}()lored diamol'ld t<i; the orebid. 
Tod~y. thrct-quarters of the dia· 

monds found are tinged widt on lor I.Q 
S<lme degN!e. Half ot tbo:;C di;unonds 
~l!c good for iodu~>trial use only (thL<t 
lowe~n grade or ditamond is c<tlled 
bort); a quarter of them are off·oolor 
to color!~.t!;S fine white gems; s.noth~r 
quatter are. c.inwd yellow, brown and 
lc..o:.s ofWn J.'Tl'(lD-all fair to good gem 
color. 
Appro~irnately t\1-·o Pl•recnt of all 

these tinted di:.mon(f4 qualir~· ;lS J(ln­
e!-' eolort!d diamonds. 

tndu!\trial usel"$ compete with ool-

l:l • 
• 

~~ 
~ f:. ' 

• .:J' 
' 

ored di:~.moud deat-11n; Cor co!ored dia­
monds because <:hey ge"er:tlly :1r.; 
less: expen -s ivt: th;:n wbit.t: st.oncs.. 
Type H~ diamond); are f l'lur times 
morf.: heat condued\'e th::n ¢Opper 
(wllicl1 is the second best oomluctor of 
hc~t). 'l':>'Pe lib dismond!l :u-e 3lso i11 
t!:rtat demand bceau~>c ot' their l' lt·c· 
u·<>·eonduet.jvitr (whid1 i.s aPJ>rox.i • 
maMy equal ro ·that of cop~r). Un­
Hke IJ1e abr~c;h·c cli l"tmond lodu_str;.', 
the wi re industry and. more im­
port.antly, the eleetroniM indu:;lr y, 
jewelry users expect to paf' high 
pr!~ i(J't U:twle:s,; W nc<tr-flawlcss 
stoncl;.. T.'le fol!owing chart pr(wide!l 

.. 
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DEMANTOID­
THE COIVIPLETE STORY 

811 }oaeplt. 0. t;iitt, B.Sc., e. q., 7-t;J.o'l. 

A jeweler reall)' never anticipates 
1\CCillg. ~ deuHmtoid garnet in his srorc, 
but the demantbid h ilS a way of show­
ing up unelCpcc~:¢dly. Tbey ~·ppeur in 
3ppra.isats or in lots of other gems such 
as peridot, P,.rcen sappbirt. or green 
chrysoberyl. '"1'hey are mol(t !lcncr;)IJ)• 
!ouod in estate or semia.ntique jewelrv. 

Sc\•cral y;e-'n; ago, when 1 W:t$ work~ 
in_g at a fine retail jewdrv store in tbc 
Northwcs<, :;. l:"tdy came U) with a rather 
seedy Jot of jewelry for appraisal. I 
fully li.~tcd each item with ber, and up­
Oil fjnishing she pulled an old tissue 
from her 1>Urse in which was wrnppcd a 
soLiH.\ire green stone riog. She stated 
that sh~ bad shown this ring (0 \"illOlber 
jeweler and that he had 1Qld her t.he 
~_reen Slone 'vas ~li!Ss. She. wanted 10 
};.nO\y i f she should throw it awny as 
1be Jewele-r hsd suggested. 

Afl.et a :;hort Ioupe cx:~n\inttllon of 
the cushion em !iiOile. I found it to be 
a tine gem damantoid. 1t weig}ted 6!.-i 
canns und w:t" very worn. We had the 
stooc tepolished after wb.ich it" weighed 
6!14 c11r:us. Tite d::.mantoid w;;s no'w a 
' 'ery brigh;: emerald green and wouh 
about S 1200 per c.!lr:u. h w-a! uodoubt-

cdly Ol)t of the finest dcmantoids !iccn 
of such 11. large. sii".e. bu~ jj had l:ome 
dn.ngcrow:Jy do:>e to being discarded. 

More re~tly, a t the-firut i11 wbich I 
now WOI'k. I had occasion to review rhc 
stock in our old sMe. It's ulwuys an ad­
venture for a gc motogisl 10 look' 
1hroug.b p;,~perl. tliat h:m:m•t hccn ill• 
spected for ruaoy year-S. While going 
thr¢\lgh a large lot of olivincs (pctidot) 
[ noticed a much brighter -Slone. Upon 
exan~iuation it proved to be a dem~m· 
roid lhal weighed 1.04 Ctlra.ts. We had 
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the stone repO!i:;hed and thal resulted 
in a. ,.e1y beauli(ul eulera!U-grtt:n rom;d 
brilliant of .90 car:=t with o ni)' a i;1in1 
tone o( rhe e''er·pie-St.nl yellow. 

Demantoid is the purest vsrict)' of 
1he species: a ndn:ditc £Mf'I CI, ;'I calci\un 
iro•' silicate-, ca,FEj(StO.), . It i.s char­
octcrbtcd hv. t1 yellowish-e:ce~n to 
brownbh-.grtX:.n to emer.t~ ld -grCcn oo!o•'. 
The iron is •'esponsibfe for the ever­
present yellowish u:me while the bright 
l!tee•l is due tu t• truce of chromium. 

'fhe rc.fr~eti\'e index <1i dcmar11oid is 
1.88R - I .'889, •be hi,gbest in the garnet 
fmnily, and its. dispcr.siol) is 0 .057 for 
dte B·G inteova1. The. high dispersion 
is somewhm uu\:;ked bv the intense 
bod}' colot· but. ne.~·trilit!less, in fine 
tr<~.ns~arent stoncs. the demantoid can 
easily look like a grecm d iamond. The 
name, dcmantoid, is. de;i\•ed hom the 
Dutch word ''dt.uiant. .. meaning dia­
mond, became of i t~ d!smond·tike high 
dispetsion. ii.rt. Md its subadamantinc 
luster. Dcmantoid is \ ltLfortun;,telv the 
softest of garnc.ts " tith a hard11eSs oi 
6\ti Molts: ~Jld although If has no 
ckavego. it i!i quite brinte, with an un­
e-ve-u to cond:oida1 frecturc. {I i!i in 
the cubic S\'J; tent and bas <.t. sp~-ifk 
gruvity of 3.82. 

Like all garnets. demantoid shows oo 
reaction to ''lttt~.Yiolet light o r X·rays; 
bul because oi its chromi\un content. it 

shows from a bright orange. in yellow­
green J;loncs, to a deep rtd in btighr 
emer~!d-green stones under the color 
filter. Tbe two best ltsts for kleutify .. 
ing, lhe dermmtoid are with the micro­
scope a.nd the spectroscope. M~~nific::~· 
~iO•l of lOX will show, in 99 p<-i<:ent of 
demantoids tested, 1hc cllaract.aristic 
diil~nos.tic byssolite variety of actinolite 
asbc.stos which is il d~p·goldtn btOWll 
ootor. The byssolitc. fibc.rs ofte n 3rc 
hunched toge:~ber at oue tnd und spray 
out a t the other. eausin~ them 10 be 
called chsr~ctCri S:tic "ltol'se tail'' i.nclu· 
s ions. (See Figure 1 and F.ig:urc 2.} 
At the bum:h~d end the.re is usually a 
$ingle ~ i f}}' tnetaUie- cb.romile nystal. 
Lei'> often the byssoUte IibefS dot~·t 
bunch but run generally parallel in a 
w3vy pauei'J), (See Fi_gure 3.) T heSe 
b_ys:SQlitc fibers · are said to be ".syn-

figure J. 
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John Merion, the President of Sotheby’s, NYC called me at 
DeYoung’s in February 1980 and offered me a directorship 
over all jewelry sales in the western U.S.A. based in Los 
Angeles (see documents below).  I knew it was time to 
move on so I stopped collecting books and started 
collecting gems and jewelry for them.  In my first year of 
unbelievable effort in LA I brought their business up nearly 
400 percent from 3.5 million to near 15 million dollars and 
did 80% of the profit for LA Sotheby’s according to a 
letter of review from their president. 

 
Joseph Gill Is Asked to Direct Jewelry Sales 

For Sotheby’s, Over the Western USA 
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JOSEPH .GILL . 

is probably oni or· the few people in the world who enrolled simult~eously 

in tbs correspondence courses in gemology of£eted by the Gemological Institute 

of ;.:merica and tb& Gam::JX)logical Association of Gxeat Britain. In l973 hs 

received botb the C.I.A. Gemologist Diploma and the B.r1t1sb ti'tlt:J, Follow 

o£ the Gemmological· Association or Gi'~at Britain (F.C .. A.} bacom!.ng one ·of · - . 
tbe youngest persons t:o hold both IUgh awards. Ill 1975 be becams a cert!~J.ed 

Gemologist, t:he highest t.itle awarded by t:be A:::lc)r1C4n Gem Society. For. tbe 

~st five JiS4.!'S b~ WAS chief gemologist for the wJJOlesale '&i.rrrt of J . & S.S. ~ y.;, 

Inc • .tn Boston, one of the largest gem wholesltle fJ..rr:-..s 1n the world. Be has 

written articles ror Gems and Gemol~;y, Je~elers' Circular Koustone an~ . . 

La::>idary Journal aJJd is the author.o£ G_IU'S INDEX, recently published by the· 

Gemological Institute of Ameiiaa (G.~~A . ), a co~prebensive ~~rk whicb includes 

til& Mt:ire English spaa.T~o.i.ng literature about gems and jes..·t~lry . '!'he Ill!>EX 

g~ew out oL his personal naed to organize his library, one of ehe largest 

of its kJr.d J.n the wo~ld ;.,.hicb contains viz:tually all the .important books and 

p~pers ever wrjtt~, en the $ubject of gems and jewelry including full · sets 

of the major jouznals and pet1odic4ls . 



  
  



   
     



 
 

From Boston to Beverly Hills 
Notes from the East & West GIA About 

“Gill’s Index” and Sotheby’s 
 



    
         

ROBERT CROWNINGSHIELD 
Vice-President 2.-/ > nf]d 



   
 
 

The First International Gemological 
Symposium held by the GIA in 1981 

 



  
 

  
 



 
 

I started my own business in San Francisco, September 6 
1981, brokering people’s jewelry and making 10 to 15% 
commission.   I did well from my first month and was 
VERY happy after earning the first money in my life worth 
talking about. I saved nearly 90% of what I made, lived in a 
stylish small apartment and continued to drive my 1976 
Honda Civic till 1990.  I was out doing it for myself the 
first time in my life.   

 
Gill & Shortell, Ltd started September 6, 

1981 & Retired September 6, 1988 
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GILL & SHORTELL LTD. 
210 POST STREET, SUITE 612 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108 

(415) 986-6556 
JOSEPH 0 . GILL RICHARD SHORTELL 

APPRAtS~fiS. ~ & BUYERS OF FINE JEWElRY, 
16 vesrt 1n tho bu,inn,. Wo invlte you co 
compar~ our ctede•uillb: Gradu11to GemoiOCl~t, 
of tho GomoJo;iC*I lo\Siituto of Amorieo~~ (G,I.A .•• 
•n otoctod Follow of the Socloty of J owolry 
Hi4tor lq,n; 01 tho Briti'h Mvte\lm, f•llow of tho 
Gomolo9icel M&ocladon of Gro.ot 8 rit8il'l. 
suth<W or two sunderd books 01\ gemf, ono o f tho 
1orgos1 rofonmc$ libraries on 'SOms in tho world. 
fo-:mor Head of Joworry ot Sotlleby P&fko 
Bornot .lind oviH 1800 cllftnts wetrldwido. 

MEYISfR 8H1(1liU.J!•I/I.'ESS 8UAEAU. 

Bell System 
Yellov.:P&g$ 

LOs ~.nge les Times 
San f':~;an. Chronicle 
Jl rs . Circul ar Keys t one 
Nat iona l J 'eweler 
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Haine An tique.. Diges t 

SERVI CES 
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EXPERTS 

• • 

open 
Jewelry Firm to 
m San Francisco 

SAN FRANCl SCO _. 
J()Stph 0. Gill, having recent· 
Jy resiJttl~d \IS h~\1(1 of the 
jewelr~y dc:.pa rlmCnl ;~t 
Sothcby Parke. Bc:oncl lA$ 
Angeles, has announl'cd the 
formation of a new company 
in pal'tnershi~ wilh his 
(or mer Sothehy eo-worker. 
Richard ShorleU. Th~ ,;eoA• 
rirm. specializing in the ap· 
p!'>liSing and bu}·ing of fine 
jeweh'y, will be known as Gill 
& Shortdl Ltd. 

Mr GiJJ, in the year be wa!i 
whh Sothe.by's., m(lre than 
doubled lhe net jt>h·ctry s.alcs 
for lhe Los Angelffl gallery. 
Duriug that time he Orgaolt· 
cd the thr('C largest je\'.·elry 
suetion sales ever held in the 
western United States. fn· 
eluded itl his Jun~. 1931, ssle 
wa..~ an ei,ght-carat blue d:ia· 
mond wh!Ch sold for more 
pl.~r caral than any gem eve1· 
sold by Sotheby's in its 
hisrory (S96,51.10 per carat). 

Mr Gill came to Sothl'bv's 
from the wholes.ate firm ol .J. 
& S.S. DeY()ung. Inc, UO$ton

1 where hl' served t~.S ehie 
gf!mologist for five yearS. In 
19i5 Gill bel'ame a certifi<'d 
gemologi$ t with ttte 
.~merican Gem Society. lie 1s 
a(so a gr.'ldu~\le gemologisl 
from the G.l.A., :)!'! elected 
FeJlow of th~ Sociefy of 
Jc.:•.~.·ctry Histori~nll at the 

Brlt~h Museum, and .:1 
Fdtow of the til·mmologic.al 
Association of Grea( Bnt.'lin 
<f'.G.A.l -

I I e. iS lhe ;)UUIOr (If 1•,1,'0 
books on gems. includillg 
Gill's Indi.'X. published by lh~ 
G.l.A. The Index is a -com· 
prehcr::sive work which in· 
dudes the entire En~ish ,_ 
spe3~lng literature ~T>out .,... 
gems and jcv.•clry. Gill has 
also written artkh.'S which • 
have :;:ppe:;:red in Gems & 
Cremo/ogy, Jeweler$' Cir· 
l'u!ar F KcySlonc. Natfoual 
Jeweler and l .. :;pidary 
Journal. 

ilichard Shorten. a coer· 
i.iiied gemologist with the 
A. G.S. and \1 graduate 
gerrtologisl from the G.I.A., 
assisted Gill in Or)(tlni~ing 
and developing Je.werrv sales 
in L¢S A!lge1es . .Prior~ join· 
ing Solbel:iv's. Shortell sen·· 

11 ecffor four'ye:;:rs .:t.s head dia· 
mood salesman with 1he fi1·m 
ot Sl\revt, Crump & Low 
Company, Boston. • J ULY- 19Bl 

I 
.__ ... 



In 1981 Dick Liddicoat called and asked me if I might be 
interested in heading up the GIA.  I told him I was happy 
working for myself but many thanks for thinking of me.  

I sold my extensive gem library via Christies, famous 
auction house in New York City on Madison Avenue, 
"THE GILL COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL GEM 
BOOKS".  1st sale: Wednesday, October 21, 1987; 2nd 
sale: Tuesday, December 2, 1987; 3rd sale: Wednesday, 
April 20, 1988 & the last, 4th and final, single owner sale: 
Tuesday, June 7 1988.  These book sales were part of 
Christie’s catalog, “Magnificent Jewelry”, each having 
sales of over 20 million dollars in jewels and gems (see 
documents below).   The Introduction to this book sale is 
written by Neil Letson of Anniston, Alabama, a very noted 
writer for Christies, as well as The Smithsonian Magazine, 
Connoisseur, The Saturday Evening Post, The Atlantic 
Monthly, etcetera.  This Introduction covers the origins of 
this unique book collection and is reproduced below. To 
date, 2009, this is the largest and most important public 
auction of a book collection on this subject, which has ever 
been sold, worldwide. The four different Christie’s catalogs 
entitled, “The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books”, 
contain an excellent bibliography of books and publications 
on the subject of gems, gemology and jewelry in English 
and are much sought after by collectors. 

Christies had difficulties in both their Antique Book 
Department and Jewelry Department to find someone 
qualified to actually do the cataloging and pricing.  With 
my own background at auction with Sotheby's and an 
expert on the books in my own collection it was decided I 



was the most qualified.  For the first time that I know, since 
Christies origins in the early 1700's, the consigner did both 
catalogue and put price estimates.  I did this for the entire 
four catalogues.  

 
 

“The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books” 
                                                             



   
 

Introduction:  



 

In the last decades of the 20th Century, one of the most vigorous and successful 
collectors of the literature of gems and jewelry has been Joseph 0 . Gill , B.Sc., G.G., 
F.G.A. and Christie's is privileged to offer his outstanding collection. 

The rich panoply of books and papers in this collection not only represents the 
paradigm of a great jewelry history library, but also has the added distinction of being 
the best of its kind in America. 

The volumes offered in this sale, and in subsequent jewelry sales to be conducted by 
Christie's in December of this year and in April and June of next year, were assembled 
before the collecting of early works on gems and jewelry assumed the almost frenzied 
proportions recent sale-room prices have reached today. The care and discernment 
shown in bringing this collection together has insured that the volumes offered have 
merit and eclat, and the connoisseurship shown by the collector has resulted in the 
dazzling array of material offered in this sale. 

Joseph 0 . Gill assembled this major collection in a relatively short span of years-less 
than twenty all told. His purpose was simple and st raight-forward, to put together a 
usable research library in English of all books, papers andjournals on gems and jewelry . 
What he has achieved is akin to the formation of the great libraries of the Rennaissance, 
and it has evolved both in quantity and quality far beyond the collector's original intent. 

What is being offered in this and subsequent sales of the Gill Collection is by fa r the 
finest and most complete body of gemological and jewelry literature and ephemera in 
America, possibly the world. The dispersal of this collection will establish the ben­
chmark in specialized library sales for years to come and will refresh and nourish both 
private and institutional libraries around the world. 

Many of the items offered are unique. Most are extremely rare, museum-quality 
volumes. All are of a level of distinction and interest to astonish every literate person­
gemological bibliophile or not- by its range and depth . 

In forming his library, Mr. Gill brought both professional expertise and dogged 
persistence into play. He was fortunate in that he had the splendid combination of 
opportunity to discover and means to acquire; surely the best possible situation for a 
collector. Mme importantly, his knowledge of the field and his facility for self-control 
(rare in a collector of anything) assured that he accepted only the best, the rarest and the 
most desirable. 

Mr. Gill 's contributions to the body of literature on gems and jewelry have not been 
limited to the formation of a magnificent library. His own book, Gill's Index, is a 
comprehensive and invaluable source of gem information which provides a cumlative 
index to the world's leading journals and books on gemology, mineralogy,jewelry and 
the lapidary arts . It is the only book of its kind to be published by the Gemological 
Institute of America, and along with his numerous contributions to jewelry trade 
publications, has established him as a leader in the field of gemological research. 

As Chief Gemologist for a leading Boston firm, and later as the head of the jewelry 
department of Sotheby's in Los Angeles and presently as the senior partner in the firm of 
Gill & Shortell in San Francisco, he stands on the cutting edge of a highly competitive 
and constantly changing profession. His success in the active day-to-day buying and 
selling of precious stones of the magnitude offered in this sale adds a perspective to his 
writing and professional opinions which can be matched by few individuals anywhere in 
America. 

There is always some natural curiosity about why such a lovingly and pains-takingly 
assembled library should be sold m all. In Mr. Gill's case it is purely a developing 
interest in other more technical and esoteric aspects of gemology , of other goals to 
achieve, other mountains to climb. Whatever his reasons, the jewelry and gemological 
community are better off for his having demonstrated the perspicacity and zeal coupled 
with scholarship and erudition to bring together the remarkable library we see offered 
here today. 

Neil Letson 

Neil Letson is· an author, gemologist andjcwelry hislorian. As afl"eelance journalist h is 
articles have appeared in a wide range of magazines including Connosisseur, Smithso­
nian, The Saturday E vening Post, Antique Monthly ond Gems & Gemology . ;VIr. Letson 
has served as a consultant on many international expeditions and lectures widely on 
various subjects related to gems and the history ofjewelry. 
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1910, Catalogue of the Collection of Jewels and Precious Works of Art, the Property 
of James Pierpont Morgan, by G. C. Williamson, London, 183pp. 

    



         
 
 

1839, A Catalogue of the Collection of Pearls and Precious Stones 
Formed by H. P. Hope, by Bram Hertz, London, 112pp. 

Joseph
Text Box
1839, A Catalogue of the Collection of Pearls and Precious Stones Formed by H. P. Hope, by Bram Hertz, London, 112pp.




 

 
 
 



The Six Voyages of Jean Baptiste Tavernier, Baron of Aubonne, 
Through Turkey into Persia and the East Indies For a Space of Forty 

Years, 
 1677, first English edition by John Phillips, pub. Dr. Daniel Cox, 

London. (read on line at www.Farlang.com)  
 

  
 
 

 1813, A Treatise on Diamonds and Precious Stones, Including their 
history-natural and commercial, by John Mawe, London, 166pp. 

 

http://www.farlang.com/


   

 
 
 
 

On September 6 1988, seven years to the day from starting 
my own business, at the age of 39, I closed the doors and 
that was that.   
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METHOD OF.CUTTING AND POLISHING THEM 



One year later, on September 6 1989, I moved to the big 
island of Hawaii and lived there from 1989 till 2003.  I then 
sold my house, which I had built myself, and my new wife 
Nancy and I started an extended trip overseas. We have 
been traveling over 6 years now and you can read about our 
adventures each month at www.worldglobetrotters.com . 

 

Joseph Gill today in his 6th year of continuous 
travel overseas, (2003- ) on a 25 year 

adventure. 

See more about this at 
www.worldglobetrotters.com 

 

Joseph in Tibet  

http://www.worldglobetrotters.com/
http://www.worldglobetrotters.com/


  

 

Papua New Guinea  



   

 

Sumatra Orangutan 



 

Gobi Desert in western China 



 

 

Joseph and Nancy on their 25 year adventure 2007 

Two healthy vegans at dinner 



 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed the diverse documentation and 
story covering the evolution of “Gills Index”; and on my 
work history included herein.  I hope that this 
autobiography will show young gemology students that 
when you have enough persistence and a love for your 
subject, the only limits you will have are those that you 
make for yourself.  This idea has been a central part of my 
life and it has never failed me.  I will not be coming back 
into the gem business but am confident that my 
contributions will live on with “Gill's Historical Index 
Online”.  



I am freely offering to resurrect “Gill’s Index” into “Gill's 
Historical Index Online” a much more useable electronic 
media that can be updated as time moves on.  “Gill's 
Historical Index Online”, is a complete ‘redo’ effort of the 
much harder to use printed “Gill’s Index”.  The index has 
been updated as much as possible with resources that were 
made available to me via the internet, while traveling 
overseas. Anyone wanting to help update any part of this 
index is asked by the author to please contact me offering 
your ideas or help.  You may choose to make updates for 
any of the separate journals, or a special gem or locality. If 
you see any glaring errors in the texts or missing books, 
don’t panic, just send me an email and then you can be 
helping in this project.  I have already done the first 350 
years of this effort. 
 
It is good to remember that “Gill’s Index” was originally a 
GIA publication, following Richard Liddicoat’s passionate 
ideals, when he proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is 
proud to announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part 
of a continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry 
informed”.  
 
The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily and instantly 
searchable (ctrl + F) for any gem writer, teacher, gemology 
student or interested newcomer. Search for any name, key 
word, famous gems, year, or whatever you desire. Read the 
first part of “Gill's Historical Index Online” to learn more 
about how to use it and its origin’s.  
 



The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily downloaded 
with a total size of 8 megabytes and totally useable off line. 
 
I would invite any of your questions or comments. 
 
A Fellow Gemologist 
   
Joseph O. Gill, BSC, GG, FGA 
Email:  gilljoseph1949@yahoo.com 
Website: www.worldglobetrotters.com 
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