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Note: The author is doing this introduction to “Gill's Historical Index Online” in the hope that young budding gemologists will be inspired to know that they can, with enough determination, make a major difference in our young science. 

I was born on March 2, 1949 in Portland, Oregon and spent the first 20 years of my life in Vancouver, Washington; just across the Columbia River from Portland. My mother, Trudi ‘Osborne’ Gill, was an avid traveler so every summer from 1960 - 1969 I would go with her overseas. We traveled all through Japan, Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan and the rest of SE Asia. Then we went to every country in Central and South America, followed by West and North Africa. We continued on to most every country in Europe. I never met any other travelers in these early days and the world was completely different to what it is as we travel today. While visiting 65 or 70 countries I noticed jewelry stores and thought to maybe go in that business so I could continue traveling as an adult. 
My father, Dr. Joseph Howland Gill, MD, an Orthopedic Surgeon in private practice and a senior professor at the University of Oregon Medical School was always interested in learning new things. He took a course in geology and asked me to go sit in on his classes and that became a first love for me. I went to The Oregon Museum of Science and Industry, OMSI for 3 weeks at Camp Hancock in eastern Oregon during 2 summer sessions, where we studied geology. I graduated with a B.Sc. in 1970 from Portland State University in both Geology and Physical Geography. Then I took a job for one year at Fox’s Gem Shop, a fine jewelry store in Seattle. I started the GIA home courses while in Seattle and that is when I started a mad passion for collecting all books and publications in English on every aspect of gems and jewelry. I then moved from Seattle to Denver in 1972 where I took some graduate courses in geology at Colorado School of Mines. I was doing a lot of research at the US Geological Survey nearby and there learned about the Gemological Association of Great Britain and it’s very coveted degree F.G.A.. Usually it is a 2 year intense course, where one in five people who take the exams manage to pass. Because of my geology background I talked them into letting me take only the second year and challenging the first year exam without taking the actual course and they said OK. So I took the GIA final exams and the two British exams over a consecutive three days, at the USGS Library with a professor acting as proctor. I received my GIA “Gemologist” degree dated Aug. 23, 1973 and my British degree “Fellow of the Gemmological 
Association of Great Britain” or F.G.A. dated Nov.19, 1973. Later in 1975 the American Gem Society AGS gave me the “Certified Gemologist” degree. 

Working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their head gemologist from 1974 - 1980
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Who’s Who - 1979 
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I am and always have been an information collector. I did my “Gill’s Index” for the GIA in the 1970s, with the encouragement of Dick Liddicoat President of the GIA among others, as a labor of love. 
I was working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their gemologist from 1974 - 1980. I helped make the single biggest sale in the history of this firm to the King of Saudi 
Arabia, by providing an extensive provenance from my personal library on gems and jewelry with some 65 pages of documentation of ALL references in the English language. Both the Nassak Diamond 43.38 carats with GIA NY Certificate #23998 “D” “internally Flawless” bought in mid 1976 & a unique Gem Burmese Ruby of 35.22 carats bought in 1978 with GIA NY Certificate #141093 (soon re-polished to 34.25 carats) were extensively documented with all records coming from my personal library at my home. These leather bound documents were done by me without any request from DeYoungs, as an effort from their new young 24 years old gemologist to show them what I was capable of producing. As the firm’s European salesman explained twice after this sale was completed, to all those at DeYoung’s, “the King had seen the stones before from our business partner and was not impressed. When shown both gems on the second showing he was also given the 2 leather bound volumes of extensive research on them. He read them for half an hour and then agreed to purchase both these fine gems”. I not only did not receive any commission for my critical part in this record making sale but not so much as a thanks or that was a good job. See the article by David Federman, editor of “Modern Jeweler” on this sale and other interesting background, reproduced below. As Richard T. Liddicoat says in the foreword of  “MODERN JEWELER'S GEM PROFILE, THE FIRST 60”, 1988, by David Federman, "No one investigates a subject in more depth than Mr. Federman and no one writes with greater clarity on the matters that he studies so assiduously." (see, GEMS & GEMOLOGY, Fall 1988, Book Reviews, p. 191 -192 and GEMS & 
GEMOLOGY, Spring 2002, “Richard T. Liddicoat, The Ultimate Gemologist”, By Dona M. Dirlam, pp. 2 - 13). For the 24 years since this article was first widely circulated there has not been one serious objection as to accuracy of any of the statements related therein. I did learn much from this significant experience about the importance of good research and establishing an extensive provenance on historic gems and jewels. Bob Crowningshield, Vice President of GIA & head of the GIA labs in NYC, called me in early 1980 as a last resort, concerning the famous “The Crown of the Andes”. I happily supplied him with not only extensive documentation but also the current owner’s name (see documents below). Mary Murphy, head gemologist at Christies in NYC called me about the same time, about a piece they had for auction, “The Green Cross” from the Henry Phillip Hope Collection (then owner of the famous “Hope Diamond” that is now in the Smithsonian). I gladly sent Mary the pictures and the original description of this unique green gem. I had taken these pictures from the personal copy of Mr. Henry Thomas Hope’s (signed by him), “Henry Phillip Hope Catalogue” that was published in London in 1838 and this was now in my library (see documents below). Christies used all this in their jewelry sale catalog for Geneva 1980, and I was happy to help them on this matter as well as several other instances. 

Modern Jeweler by David Federman, Editor Jan 1985 
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I had to make private sales to support my gem book collecting habit. I managed to get a library when these books were still cheap and it included ALL the publications and books published in English that John Sinkankas, famous gemstone writer and gem book collector, had and more on gems and jewelry. I stayed at John’s house in San Diego several times and we were close friends since 1968. I was always proud when I visited John Sinkankas at his home in latter years to see my ”Gill’s Index” on a small shelf of books at his desk, where he did all his writing next to his 14,000 book library. The John Sinkankas Library was purchased by the GIA in 1987 and now makes up the core of the entire GIA’s world class library. 
I did not know how to type so when I did my index I hand wrote each entry on 5 by 8 inch cards about 4 feet thick of them. Each time I read a new sentence I had to look up the right card to make the annotated entry. After 9 years of work I completed a 420 page book with over 14,000 entries. So you can look up France and find that a rough diamond was found there or what gems were found in Antarctica or California or Nigeria or Ghana or Florida or in the oceans or anywhere including from outer space. You can find all the references ever in English from the first book done by Thomas Nicols on gems in 1652 until 2008, near 350 years of all the publication in English on gems along with more than 18 journals on gems and minerals. I went through each sentence of each publication and all was put in this handwritten annotated index. I did my work in my small apartment with my wife typing out the final draft (an 18 month job). This was only the second book ever published by the GIA that was not done by a member of its own staff. See G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 - 368 “Where Have All Our Answers Gone” and on p. 368 - 369 “Gill’s Index” reviewed by Dr. Edward Gubelin. Gubelin says “The idea and concept of Gill’s Index should be taken up by other scientific branches of knowledge. After all, the motto for the expert stands: Not the not-knowing is shameful, but the not-knowing where you could look it up”. Dr. Gubelin did seven different very positive reviews of “Gill’s Index” in four languages and called it “a marvelous index”. Dr. Wendell E. Wilson, editor of The Mineralogical Record in his own full review of “Gill’s Index” agrees with Gubelin by saying “Why has such a comprehensive index not been produced for other important areas of study”, and Wilson continues “Gill’s Index represents an enormous labor of love requiring years of work, significant funds, and a degree of motivation beyond most authors”. G & G Summer 1979 p. 190 “GIA Publishes An Essential Gem Book, GILL’S INDEX, this will be updated every few years” and Richard Liddicoat also proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is proud to announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part of a continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry informed”. I had the opportunity to talk to Dick Liddicoat at his home via phone three months before his passing and he was most enthusiastic about the idea of putting the “Gill’s Index” on the web as “Gill's Historical Index Online” where interested people, including authors, could continually update it. Winter G & G 1979-1980 p. 250 top right reads “GIA’s latest Reference book”, “information is easy to find with Gill’s Index” (see documents below). 

“Gill’s Index” was the first book ever published by the GIA that was not written by a member of the GIA’s own staff 
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G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 – 369

[image: ]  

[image: ]  [image: ]
 
American Gem Society – Guilds Aug-Sept 1979
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Lapidary Journal - Dec. 1979 
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The Mineralogical Record March-April 1981
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Yes, I was crazy and poor and naive in my 20’s, but I had my heroes calling and writing me for information regularly like John Sinkankas, Frederick H. Pough, Edward Gubelin, Robert Webster and Basil William Anderson, Vince Manson (who kindly asked me to speak at the 1981 LA GIA Symposium), Robert M. Shipley, A. E. Alexander “Doc”, Richard T. Liddicoat, Robert Crowningshield, George Switzer, Paul Desautels, Clifford Frondel & Cornelius S. Hurlbut at Harvard, Dr. Strong of General Electric and many more (see documents below). You can search “Gill's Historical Index Online” and get detailed information on all these people and several hundred other notable people in the history of Gemology, while you will also find articles authored by them. That was what I enjoyed, not the money. If I had the 4 inch thick file of correspondence from these wonderful people 1964 - 1985 I would have gladly sent it to the GIA Library as memorabilia (SEE G & G, Summer 1977 p. 307, bottom left). 

"ORIGINS OF GEMOLOGY IN PICTURES" by Joseph Gill 1976
 
(Presented to attendees at the Bicentennial 1976 American Gem Society AGS Conclave held in Boston)
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Some other works by Joseph Gill
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John Merion, the President of Sotheby’s, NYC called me at DeYoung’s in February 1980 and offered me a directorship over all jewelry sales in the western U.S.A. based in Los Angeles (see documents below). I knew it was time to move on so I stopped collecting books and started collecting gems and jewelry for them. In my first year of unbelievable effort in LA I brought their business up nearly 400 percent from 3.5 million to near 15 million dollars and did 80% of the profit for LA Sotheby’s according to a letter of review from their president. 

Joseph Gill Is Asked to Direct Jewelry Sales For Sotheby’s, 
Over the Western USA
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From Boston to Beverly Hills
Notes from the East & West GIA About 
“Gill’s Index” and Sotheby’s 
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The First International Gemological Symposium 
held by the GIA in 1981
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I started my own business in San Francisco, September 6 1981, brokering people’s jewelry and making 10 to 15% commission. I did well from my first month and was VERY happy after earning the first money in my life worth talking about. I saved nearly 90% of what I made, lived in a stylish small apartment and continued to drive my 1976 Honda Civic till 1990. I was out doing it for myself the first time in my life. 

Gill & Shortell, Ltd started September 6, 1981 
& Retired September 6, 1988
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In 1981 Dick Liddicoat called and asked me if I might be interested in heading up the GIA. I told him I was happy working for myself but many thanks for thinking of me. 
I sold my extensive gem library via Christies, famous auction house in New York City on Madison Avenue, "THE GILL COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL GEM BOOKS". 1st sale: Wednesday, October 21, 1987; 2nd sale: Tuesday, December 2, 1987; 3rd sale: Wednesday, April 20, 1988 & the last, 4th and final, single owner sale: Tuesday, June 7 1988. These book sales were part of Christie’s catalog, “Magnificent Jewelry”, each having sales of over 20 million dollars in jewels and gems (see documents below). The Introduction to this book sale is written by Neil Letson of Anniston, Alabama, a very noted writer for Christies, as well as The Smithsonian Magazine, Connoisseur, The Saturday Evening Post, The Atlantic Monthly, etcetera. This Introduction covers the origins of this unique book collection and is reproduced below. To date, 2009, this is the largest and most important public auction of a book collection on this subject, which has ever been sold, worldwide. The four different Christie’s catalogs entitled, “The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books”, contain an excellent bibliography of books and publications on the subject of gems, gemology and jewelry in English and are much sought after by collectors. 
Christies had difficulties in both their Antique Book Department and Jewelry Department to find someone qualified to actually do the cataloging and pricing. With my own background at auction with Sotheby's and an expert on the books in my own collection it was decided I 
was the most qualified. For the first time that I know, since Christies origins in the early 1700's, the consigner did both catalogue and put price estimates. I did this for the entire four catalogues. 

“The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books” 
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Modern Jeweler 1987
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1910, Catalogue of the Collection of Jewels and Precious Works of Art, the Property of James Pierpont Morgan, by G. C. Williamson, London, 183pp.
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1839, A Catalogue of the Collection of Pearls and Precious Stones Formed 
by H. P. Hope, by Bram Hertz, London, 112pp.
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The Six Voyages of Jean Baptiste Tavernier, Baron of Aubonne, Through Turkey 
into Persia and the East Indies For a Space of Forty Years, 1677
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1813, A Treatise on Diamonds and Precious Stones, Including their history-natural and commercial, by John Mawe, London, 166pp. 
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On September 6 1988, seven years to the day from starting my own business, at the age of 39, I closed the doors and that was that. 
One year later, on September 6 1989, I moved to the big island of Hawaii and lived there from 1989 till 2003. I then sold my house, which I had built myself, and my new wife Nancy and I started an extended trip overseas. We have been traveling over 6 years now and you can read about our adventures each month at www.worldglobetrotters.com . 
Joseph Gill today in his 6th year of continuous travel overseas,
 (2003- ) on a 25 year adventure. 
See more about this at www.worldglobetrotters.com 
Joseph in Tibet
[image: ] 
Papua New Guinea
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Sumatra Orangutan
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Gobi Desert in western China
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Joseph and Nancy on their 25 year adventure 2007 
Two healthy vegans at dinner 
[image: ]
I hope you have enjoyed the diverse documentation and story covering the evolution of “Gills Index”; and on my work history included herein. I hope that this autobiography will show young gemology students that when you have enough persistence and a love for your subject, the only limits you will have are those that you make for yourself. This idea has been a central part of my life and it has never failed me. I will not be coming back into the gem business but am confident that my contributions will live on with “Gill's Historical Index Online”. 
I am freely offering to resurrect “Gill’s Index” into “Gill's Historical Index Online” a much more useable electronic media that can be updated as time moves on. “Gill's Historical Index Online”, is a complete ‘redo’ effort of the much harder to use printed “Gill’s Index”. The index has been updated as much as possible with resources that were made available to me via the internet, while traveling overseas. Anyone wanting to help update any part of this index is asked by the author to please contact me offering your ideas or help. You may choose to make updates for any of the separate journals, or a special gem or locality. If you see any glaring errors in the texts or missing books, don’t panic, just send me an email and then you can be helping in this project. I have already done the first 350 years of this effort. 
It is good to remember that “Gill’s Index” was originally a GIA publication, following Richard Liddicoat’s passionate ideals, when he proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is proud to announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part of a continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry informed”. 
The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily and instantly searchable (ctrl + F) for any gem writer, teacher, gemology student or interested newcomer. Search for any name, key word, famous gems, year, or whatever you desire. Read the first part of “Gill's Historical Index Online” to learn more about how to use it and its origin’s. 
The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily downloaded with a total size of 8 megabytes and totally useable off line. 

I would invite any of your questions or comments. 
A Fellow Gemologist 

Joseph O. Gill, BSC, GG, FGA 
Email: gilljoseph1949@yahoo.com 
Website: www.worldglobetrotters.com
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In the last decades of the 20th Century, one of the most vigorous and successful
collectors of the literature of gems and jewelry has been Joseph O. Gill, B.Sc., G.G.,
F.G.A. and Christie’s is privileged to offer his outstanding collection.

‘The rich panoply of books and papers in this collection not only represents the
paradigm of a great jewelry history library, but also has the added distinction of being
the best of its kind in America.

The volumes offered in this sale, and in subsequent jewelry sales to be conducted by
Christie’s in December of this year and in April and June of next year, were assembled
before the collecting of early works on gems and jewelry assumed the almost frenzied
proportions recent sale-room prices have reached today. The care and discernment
shown in bringing this collection together has insured that the volumes offered have
merit and eclat, and the connoisseurship shown by the collcctor has resulted in the
dazzling array of material offered in this sale.

Joseph O. Gill assembled this major collection in a relatively short span of years—less
than twenty all told. His purpose was simple and straight-forward, to put together a
usable research library in English of all books. papers and journals on gems and jewelry.
What he has achieved is akin Lo the formation of the great libraries of the Rennaissance,
and it has evolved both in quantity and quality far beyond the collector's original intent.

What is being offered in this and subsequent sales of the Gill Collection is by far the
finest and most complete body of gemological and jewelry literature and ephemera in
America, possibly the world. The dispersal of this collection will establish the ben-
chmark in specialized library sales for years to come and will refresh and nourish both
private and institutional libraries around the world.

Many of the items offered are unique. Most are extremely rare, museum-quality
volumes. All are of a level of distinction and interest to astonish cvery literate person—
gemological bibliophile or not—by its range and depth

In forming his library. Mr. Gill brought both professional expertisc and dogged
persistence into play. He was fortunate in that he had the splendid combination of
opportunity to discover and means to acquire; surely the best possible situation for a
collector. More importantly, his knowledge of the field and his facility for sclf-control
(rare in a collector of anything) assured that he accepted only the best, the rarestand the
most desirable.

Mr. Gill's contributions to the body of literature on gems and jewelry have not been
limited to the formation of a magnificent library. His own book, Gill’s Index, is a
comprehensive and invaluable source of gem information which provides a cumlative
index to the world's leading journals and books on gemology, mineralogy. jewelry and
the lapidary arts. It is the only book of its kind to be published by the Gemological
Institute of America, and along with his numerous contributions Lo jewelry trade
publications, has established him as a leader in the field of gemological research

As Chief Gemologist for a leading Boston firm, and later as the head of the jewelry
department of Sotheby’s in Los Angeles and presently as the senior partnerin the firmof
Gill & Shortell in San Francisco, he stands on the cutting edge of a highly competitive
and constantly changing profession. His success in the active day-to-day buying and
selling of precious stones of the magnitude offered in this sale adds a perspective (o his
writing and professional opinions which can be matched by few individuals anywhere in
America,

There is always some natural curiosity about why such a lovingly and pains-takingly
assembled library should be sold ar ail. In Mr. Gill's case it is purely a developing
interest in other more technical and esoteric aspects of gemology, of other goals to
achieve, other mountains to climb. Whatever his reasons. the jewelry and gemological
community are better off for his having demonstrated the perspicacity and zeal coupled
with scholarship and erudition to bring together the remarkable library we see offered
here today.

Neil Letson

Neil Letson is an author, gemologist and jewelry historian. As a freelance journalist his
articles have appeared in a wide range of magazines including Connosisseur, Smithso-
nian, The Saturday Evening Post, Antique Monthly and Gems & Gemology. Mr. Letson
has served as a consultant on many international expeditions and lectures widely on
various subjects related to gems and the history of jewelry.
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tensive contacts among connoisseurs,
Curiel long knew of the whereabouts
of some of the stones placed in the up-
coming auction. But he refrained from
going after them until he felt the time
was just right. Others like the
64.83-carat D-flawless came un-
solicited because of Christie’s
astonishing success with the red dia-
| mond last April. Even so, landing this
stone for the sale took months of
skillful negotiations. Although it is this
stone that has dominated news
coverage of the upcoming sale, Curiel
is proud of the auction’s entire
assemblage. “We've got a Merle
Oberon bracelet and some other nice
Deco pieces, plus a collection of ex-
tremely rare gem and jewelry books,”
he says. “Because our clientele is so
diverse, we must have items that ap-
peal to each palette. For this sale, |
think the mix is very good.”

David Federman

The fruits of
an obsession

In 1967, gemologist Joe Gill, only 21
and new to the rare books scene, vow-
ed to build the most distinguished

The Catalogue of the Collection of
Jewels and Precious Works of Art: The
Property of J. Pierpont Morgan, one of
the 800 volumes on jewelry and gem-
stones in Joseph Gill's library

English-language collection of gem
and jewelry books ever known. To
catch up to and pass collectors far old-
er than him who had been pursuing
the same goal for decades, Gill resort-
ed to what he calls “disciplined
desperation.”

Every day, seven days a week, for
four years, the fledgling bibliophile
posted 25 hand-written letters to the

world’s leading antiquarian book deal-
ers listing the volumes he wanted. “Af-
ter a while, they'd write me back beg-

| ging me to stop deluging them with |

mail,” Gill recalls. “I'd get notes saying
things like ‘Please be assured, Mr. Gill,
we are aware of your needs and are
making every attempt to fill them.’ In
short, don't write us, we'll write you.”

But Gill didn't cease his day-in/day-

out postal bombardment until he had |

sent some 35,000 inquiries, which
may be a record for the kind of plead-
ing, pestering correspondence used
book dealers commonly receive from
what might be termed bibliomaniacs.
“| was like a drug addict,” Gill confess-
es. “Every book | bought just made the
addiction worse.”

By the time he eased up on letter
writing, Gill was already well on his
way to becoming the English-speaking
world's leading authority on gem and
jewelry books and periodicals (which
fact the Gemological Institute of
America later recognized by, publish-
ing Gill's Index to Journals, Articles and
Books Relating to Gems and Jewelry in
1978). What's more, his budding li-
brary already sparkled with trea-
sures—for instance, the only known
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