Old and new references on Gemstones, Diamonds, Jewelry and Fashion

Diamonds

Roughly 15 pre-selected books and chapters on diamonds from our collection. Titles vary from Sir William Crookes scientific work on Diamonds to George Frederick Kunz oevre to works on Diamonds found in different continents as well as Famous Diamonds by Orpen and another book by Streeter which discusses all famous diamonds known in that time. 

On loose diamonds, diamond jewelry, diamond mining and famous stories 

Sapphires:

We have chosen a number of the most important "Sapphire chapters" from books discussing diamonds and gemstones in general. Several older works such as Theophrastus and Agricola are included as well as Tavernier's discussion on the Sapphire findings in Ceylon (Sri-Lanka). Also George Frederick Kunz discusses Sapphires in his book on Gemstones in North America. 

Sapphires, Padparadscha Sapphire, Jewelry, Mining and Lore 

Famous Diamonds, Gemstone, Curative, Talisman Use of Gemstones

A large number of books have great stories about Diamonds, Gemstones, their (at times bloody) history, and tell as much as tale of the stones as they do of the humans that dealt with them: from famous Sultans, Moghuls to the British Crown. From hardship in mining to glamorous jewels. There is more however: ancient works describing precious stones differently: their worth came as much from talismanic use, curative wear and medical applications as it came from their beauty. We have accumulated about 15 books on this topic. 

Rubies

None of the books discuss Rubies uniquely but we have put together the most important parts, discussions and chapters on the Ruby and Ruby jewelry. Moreover Sir Edwin Streeter was heavily involved in Ruby mining in Burma; the most famous of all Ruby localities. (In particular because of the mining of so called "Pigeon Blood" Rubies (which supposedly have the "ideal" colour for Rubies). Both Streeter as well as Tavernier (famous for returning from India with a diamond that was later called the "Blue Hope" (Smithsonian) describe the Burma Ruby mines extensively. 

Emeralds:

We have chosen a number of the most important "Emerald chapters" discussing diamonds and gemstones in general. Several older works such as Theophrastus and Agricola are included but it was less clear if the stones they discuss really were Emeralds. The different chapters describe a multitude of stories, properties as well as provide images. 

Diamonds: history, cut, clarity, other properties and mining: historical references

A.R. Williams: The Diamond Mines of South Africa parts I and II.

   Mr. Williams was a General Manager of De Beers around 1900. He describes the history of the Diamond in different parts of the world as well as in South Africa. He gives a VERY detailed overview of how De Beers accumulated these mines, and gives a complete anthropological and ethnographic overview of the different tribes and the diamond miner communities. Some of it is very politically incorrect in these days, but please remember this was South Africa around 1900.

George Frederick Kunz: Gems and Precious Stones of North America

   An amazing standard work of George Kunz. He provides a detailed overview of all known gemstones found in the different (sometimes now classic) locations in North America. The first chapter deals with Diamonds and is given below

Sir William Crookes: Diamonds

   Sir William Crookes was a famous 19th century scientist, working with the likes of Faraday. He was also the first to experiment with radiation and diamonds, basically diamond treatments. He also describes his contact with the famous Cullinan Diamond which he was able to study in detail before it was cut in Amsterdam. He furthermore gives some cool famous Diamond stories.

Goodchild: Precious Stones

   A reference work on Precious Stones. Diamond chapter gives extensive discussion on occurrence of diamonds in the classical locations such as Brazil, India, South Africa. Also given are drawings of the different crystal forms and shapes.

Edwin Streeter Precious Stones and Gems

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Quite a powerbroker ! Contrary to his other book "Great Diamonds of the World" this book deals with more specific gemological information as well as information on origin, applications etc. A great and extensive chapter on Diamonds. 

US Geological Survey: Mineral Resources in the United States

   The US Geological Survey publishes a report on US mining of the precious metals and precious stones. A number of them have actually been written by George Frederick Kunz (until the early 1900's). These reviews are by far the most extensive ones and discuss imports and mining in other areas of the world as well. We have brought roughly 25 reports online (Gold/Silver, Platinum, Gemstones) and link to the oldest survey. Discusses ARKANSAS DIAMONDS !

Edwin Streeter: The Great Diamonds of the World

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Quite a powerbroker ! This book entails the stories of all the famous diamonds until the early 1900's.. and still many basically copy his text when describing one of these diamonds.

V. Ball: Diamonds, Gold and Coal of India.

   Mr. Ball was an Indian Geologist and published this book in 1881. It gives a great overview of the locations and histories of the Indian Diamonds that were so prevalent and famous before all the South African finds. Many famous Indian Diamonds such as the Hope Diamond (presently in the Smithsonian) and the Koh-I-Noor (part of the British Crown Jewels) are from India.

Oliver Farrington: Gems and Gem Minerals

   Oliver Farrington was the curator of Geology of Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History between 1894-1904. He was also a lecturer in Mineralogy at the University of Chicago. This book gives a scientific description of the different gemstones which includes a chapter on Diamonds. 

Goddard Orpen: Stories about Famous Precious Stones

   A reference which is often cited. Mrs. Orpen accumulated a number of stories about the famous diamonds (mostly, though you will find one story about a famous Ruby and two more stories about famous pieces of jewelry) of her time

Tavernier, Travels into India

   Tavernier was one of the leading gem and diamond dealers of the past few centuries. These two parts describe all his travels to India in particular, meetings with the moghuls etc. He also dedicates a few chapters and appendices to famous diamonds (he brought back the Hope Diamond (presently in the Smithsonian) and discusses extensively the Koh-I-Noor) as well as other gems. Links point to most important chapters only.

Harry Emanuel: Diamonds and Precious Stones

   One of the standard works on Diamonds and Precious Stones which had up to Sinkankas and an earlier 1907 French publication the most complete list of references. Emanuel has an extensive chapter on Diamonds, Famous Diamonds, Diamond cutting, polishing, splitting and more.

Famous Diamonds and Gemstones; Curative and Talismanic Use of Stones

George Frederick Kunz: Curious Lore of Precious Stones.

   Probably the most famous book on Gemstone Lore and the standard work often quoted by most jewelry websites and other published references. George Frederick Kunz was a self-taught gemologist and was appointed vice president of Tiffany's at the age of 23. One of his most important customers was J.P. Morgan, after which he named "Morganite" when it was discovered. Kunz has been given a gemstone name of his own: Kunzite.

Edwin Streeter: The Great Diamonds of the World

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Quite a powerbroker ! This book entails the stories of all the famous diamonds until the early 1900's.. and still many basically copy his text when describing one of these diamonds.

Sir William Crookes: Diamond

   Sir William Crookes was a famous 19th century scientist, working with the likes of Faraday. He was also the first to experiment with radiation and diamonds, basically diamond treatments. He also describes his contact with the famous Cullinan Diamond which he was able to study in detail before it was cut in Amsterdam. He furthermore gives some cool famous Diamond stories.

Theophrastus: On Stones (translated from Greek)

   A native of Erressos in Lesbos he was a successor of Aristotle. He lived in the 3th century BC, and his work "On Stones" is one of the earliest available works on the different "gemstones". Ofcourse these were defined in a completely different way than the stones we consider gemstones today. Magical, Curative and Aesthetic values all coincided.

Biruni: Book of Stones

Al Biruni's Book on Stones (gemstones and minerals)

   Abu Raihan Mohammad Ibn Ahmad al-Biruni was one of the well-known figures associated with the court of King Mahmood Ghaznawi, who was one of the famous Muslim kings of the 11th century A.D. Biruni was known to dedicate himself completely to science and sometimes not eat for days and live a secluded life for months. His works range from ancient history, geometry to geography. His other scientific contributions include the accurate determination of the densities of 18 different stones. He furthermore discusses talismanic, medical and curative powers of different stones.

He's considered the foremost Islamic scientist and one of the great scientists of all time.

Harry Emanuel: Diamonds and Precious Stones

   One of the standard works on Diamonds and Precious Stones which had up to Sinkankas and an earlier 1907 French publication the most complete list of references. Emanuel has a chapter on Gemstone-lore which includes a discussion of the High priest's Breast plate.

Mrs. Goddard Orpen: Stories about Famous Precious Stones

   A reference which is often cited. Mrs. Orpen accumulated a number of stories about the famous diamonds (mostly, though you will find one story about a famous Ruby and two more stories about famous pieces of jewelry) of her time

Oliver Farrington: Gems and Gem Minerals

   Oliver Farrington was the curator of Geology of Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History between 1894-1904. He was also a lecturer in Mineralogy at the University of Chicago. This book gives a scientific description of the different gemstones which includes a chapter on Gemstone superstitions as well as Birthstones.

Agricola: Textbook of Mineralogy (translated from Latin)

   Original book was written in Greek by Georg Agricola, who was a German scholar and scientist of the 16th century and generally called the "father of mineralogy". His most famous book is "De Re Metallica" which is the "mining encyclopedia" of the middle ages. His other standard work which you will find here is an overview of all mineralogical knowledge up to that date. Since in those times, science was different than in present days, much scientific knowledge is focused on all types of medical, magical etc effects several stones could have. Some minerals have different names than they have now.

Fernie Precious Stones for Curative Wear

   In an old book review Hildburgh (Folklore magazine 1908) writes: "The author who is clearly a medical man has brought together a great deal of matter interesting to the student of charms, and many tit-bits of folklore not directly related to the subject. For example in his discourse on jasper, he strays to medicinal uses of blood, then black pudding, then butter and finally cheese before he returns to the bloodstone."

Albertus Magnus: Virtue of Stones (Saint: 1193 (?)-1280)

   This book is a scanned *image* reproduction of original text. On the virtue of Herbs, Stones and certain Beatles. Stones clearly had a different function in the middle ages, and were often discussed in the context of its curative powers, just like herbs and certain animals. (Not unlike natural medicine and its (perceived) curative powers that still play a role in several cultures up to this day).

Sapphire, Sapphires history, cut, clarity, other properties and mining: historical references

Edwin Streeter Precious Stones and Gems

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Quite a powerbroker ! Contrary to his other book Great Diamonds of the World this book deals with more specific gemological information as well as information on origin, applications etc. of gems. Find below the Chapter on Sapphires.

Tavernier, Travels into India

   Tavernier was one of the leading gem and diamond dealers of the past few centuries. These two parts describe all his travels to India in particular, meetings with the moghuls etc. He also dedicates a few chapters and appendices to famous diamonds (he brought back the Hope Diamond (presently in the Smithsonian) and famous rubies from the Orient. Appendix deals with Sapphire mines in Ceylon (Sri-Lanka). Tavernier on Sapphire washings in Ceylon (Sri Lanka)  

Oliver Farrington: Gems and Gem Minerals

   Oliver Farrington was the curator of Geology of Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History between 1894-1904. He was also a lecturer in Mineralogy at the University of Chicago. This book gives a scientific description of the different gemstones which includes a chapter on Corundum and Sapphires.

Castellani, Gems

   Castellani was a famous Italian jeweler in the 19th century with an extensive gem collection of his own. His book serves as a reference on different gemstones. He dedicates a separate chapter to the Sapphire

Castellani's Gems: chapter on the Sapphire  

George Frederick Kunz: Gems and Precious Stones of North America

   An amazing standard work of George Kunz. He provides a detailed overview of all known gemstones found in the different (sometimes now classic) locations in North America. The following chapter describes North American Corundum such as the Sapphire.

Agricola: Textbook of Mineralogy (translated from Latin)

   Original book was written in Greek by Georg Agricola, who was a German scholar and scientist of the 16th century and generally called the "father of mineralogy". This book is an overview of all mineralogical knowledge up to that date. Below he discusses the sapphire which is split into a "masculine" (dark coloured) and "feminine" (light coloured) Sapphire... a different approach to gemstones than we find today...

Theophrastus: On Stones (translated from Greek)

   A native of Erressos in Lesbos he was a successor of Aristotle. He lived in the 3th century BC, and his work "On Stones" is one of the earliest available works on the different "gemstones". Many gemstones were identified with the same name, but were in fact a totally different gemstone or mineral. Here is what the famous Greek wrote about Sapphires:

.  

US Geological Survey: Gemstones, Gold, Silver, Platinum

   The US Geological Survey publishes a report on US mining of the precious metals and precious stones. A number of them have actually been written by George Frederick Kunz (until the early 1900's). These reviews are by far the most extensive ones and discuss imports and mining in other areas of the world as well. We have brought roughly 25 reports online (Gold/Silver, Platinum, Gemstones) and link to the oldest survey.

Ruby, Rubies history, cut, clarity, other properties and mining: historical references

Mrs. Goddard Orpen: Stories about Famous Precious Stones 

   A reference which is often cited. Mrs. Orpen accumulated a number of stories about the famous diamonds (mostly, though you will find one story about a famous Ruby and two more stories about famous pieces of jewelry) of her time Famous Rubies: Orpen on the Black Prince's Ruby  

Edwin Streeter Precious Stones and Gems

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Three links are given discussing Rubies, Ruby Mines in Burma, and his personal relationship with these mines. Burma being the most famous location for Rubies of all times.

Anchor text: Edwin Streeter on Rubies

Edwin Streeter on Ruby Mines from Burma

Edwin Streeter's connection with Ruby Mines  

Oliver Farrington: Gems and Gem Minerals

   Oliver Farrington was the curator of Geology of Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History between 1894-1904. He was also a lecturer in Mineralogy at the University of Chicago. This book gives a scientific description of the different gemstones which includes a chapter on Corundum (Rubies, Sapphire). Oliver Farrington on Rubies, Sapphire and other Corundum  

George Frederick Kunz: Gems and Precious Stones of North America

   An amazing standard work of George Kunz. He provides a detailed overview of all known gemstones found in the different (sometimes now classic) locations in North America. The following chapter describes North American Corundum such as Rubies. George Kunz in Gems of North America on Rubies, Ruby  

Tavernier, Travels into India

   Tavernier was one of the leading gem and diamond dealers of the past few centuries. These two parts describe all his travels to India in particular, meetings with the moghuls etc. He also dedicates a few chapters and appendices to famous diamonds (he brought back the Hope Diamond (presently in the Smithsonian) and famous rubies from the Orient.

Tavernier on famous Rubies and Diamonds from the Orient 

Tavernier on Ruby Mines in Burma  

US Geological Survey: Mineral Resources in the United States

   The US Geological Survey publishes a report on US mining of the precious metals and precious stones. A number of them have actually been written by George Frederick Kunz (until the early 1900's). These reviews are by far the most extensive ones and discuss imports and mining in other areas of the world as well. We have brought roughly 25 reports online (Gold/Silver, Platinum, Gemstones) and link to the oldest survey. US Geological Survey: Gemstones, Gold, Silver, Platinum
Emeralds: history, cut, clarity, other properties and mining: historical references

Edwin Streeter Precious Stones and Gems

   Edwin Streeter was one of the more famous Victorian jewelers in London. He hired his own vessel (and sailed it himself !) to go pearl fishing in the Pacific seas. He also led a consortium again Baron Rothschild for the Ruby mines in Burma. Quite a powerbroker ! Contrary to his other book "Great Diamonds of the World" this book deals with more specific gemological information as well as information on origin, applications etc. A great and extensive chapter on Emeralds and other Beryls. Edwin Streeter: Gemstones, Emerald chapter  

Oliver Farrington: Gems and Gem Minerals 

   Oliver Farrington was the curator of Geology of Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History between 1894-1904. He was also a lecturer in Mineralogy at the University of Chicago. This book gives a scientific description of the different gemstones which includes a chapter on Emeralds and other Beryls. Farrington Gems and Gem Minerals: Emeralds  

George Frederick Kunz History of Gems found in North Carolina

   A complete and thorough overview of all gemstones found in North Carolina (such as world famous Aquamarines, Hiddenite: Exquisite specimens have recently been found again and were shown at the main Tucson show in 2005). George Kunz on gemstones in North Carolina, Emeralds  

Theophrastus: On Stones (translated from Greek) 

   A native of Erressos in Lesbos he was a successor of Aristotle. He lived in the 3th century BC, and his work "On Stones" is one of the earliest available works on the different "gemstones". Ofcourse these were defined in a completely different way than the stones we consider gemstones today. Link below points to commentary on Theophrastus reference to emeralds, and on treatments and lore of that time.

Theophrastus on Emerald treatments, color and other green stones 

George Frederick Kunz: Gems and Precious Stones of North America

   An amazing standard work of George Kunz. He provides a detailed overview of all known gemstones found in the different (sometimes now classic) locations in North America. The following chapter describes North American Emeralds and other Beryls: George Frederick Kunz Gems of North America, on Beryls and Emeralds  

Castellani, Gems

   Castellani was a famous Italian jeweler in the 19th century with an extensive gem collection of his own. His book serves as a reference on different gemstones. He dedicates a separate chapter to Emeralds. Castellani Gems, Emerald Chapters  

Goodchild: Precious Stones 

   A reference work on Precious Stones. The link below points to a page discussing origins of emeralds, but is part of a larger chapter on Beryls in general and Emeralds in particular. Goodchild on ancient findings and origins of emeralds  

US Geological Survey: Mineral Resources in the United States

   The US Geological Survey publishes a report on US mining of the precious metals and precious stones. A number of them have actually been written by George Frederick Kunz (until the early 1900's). These reviews are by far the most extensive ones and discuss imports and mining in other areas of the world as well. We have brought roughly 25 reports online (Gold/Silver, Platinum, Gemstones) and link to the oldest survey. 
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