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Twenty Identification Groups 

1. Disk-shaped/Colorful 16-43 

Butterflyfishes Angel fishes Spadefishes 

2. Large Ovals 44-59 

Surgeonfishes Rabbitfishes Moorish Idol Scats 

3. Small Ovals- Damselfishes 60-101 

Damselfishes Damselfishes/Anemonefishes 

4. Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 102-121 

Snappers Coral Breams Emperors 



5. Silvery 122-137 

Jacks Milkfishes Barracudas Tunas & Mackerels 

Chubs Mullets Threadfins Snooks 

Grunters Tarpon Diamondfishes Needlefishes 

Archerfishes Mojarras Flagtails 

Pearl Perches Ponyfishes Silvers ides 

6. Slender Schoolers/Colorful 138-151 

Fusiliers Sea Basses/Anthias 

7. Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 152-173 

Groupers Soapfishes Hawkfishes Sweetlips 



8. Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 174-187 

Parrotfishes 

9. Swim with Pectoral Fins - Wrasses 188-237 

Wrasses 

10. Reddish/Big Eyes 238-245 

Soldierfishes Squirrellishes Bigeyes 

11. Cardinalfishes 246-267 

Cardinalfishes 



12. Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 268-279 

Seabasses/Basslets Dottybacks Devilfishes 

Brotulas Cuskeels 

13. Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 280-299 

Dartfishes Wormfishes Sand Divers Signalfishes 

Band fishes Convict Blennies Tilefishes Dragonets 

Sandperches Lizardfishes Pearl Fishes Jawfishes 

14. Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers- Gobies 300-337 

Gobies 



15. Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 338-359 

Blennies 

16. Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 360-389 

Frogfishes Batlishes Sea Moths Gurnards 

Scorpionfishes/Lionfishes Scorpionfishes Stonefishes Waspfishes 

Flatheads Velvetlishes Coral Crouchers 

Stargazers Flounders Soles 



17. Odd -Shaped Swimmers 390-421 

~ ~ ~ 
Boxfishes GoaHishes CorneHishes 

~·- :---3 ~ ~ 
TrumpeHishes Shrimpfishes FlashlighHishes 

~ ~ • Eel-tailed CaHishes Remoras Pineconefishes 

Sweepers Triggerfishes Filefishes 

Puffers Porupinefishes 

Dolphinfishes 
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18. Pipefishes & Seahorses 422-433 

Ghost Pipefishes Sea horses Pipefishes 

19.Eels 434-447 

: J[ 
Morays Snake Eels Conger Eels Conger Eels/Garden Eels 

20.Sharks & Rays 448-447 

Wobbegongs Bamboo Sharks Cat Sharks Whale Sharks 

Zebra Sharks Nurse Sharks Requiem Sharks Hammerhead Sharks 

Wedgefishes Guitarfishes Coffin Rays 

Stingrays Eagle Rays Cownose Rays Manta Rays 
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How To Use This Book 

Identification Groups 
Trying to identify a specific fish from the more than 2,000 tropical Pacific species included in this 

book can be a perplexing task. To help simplify the process, fish families with similar physical or 
behavioral characteristics have been arranged together into one of 20 color-coded and numbered ID 
Groups. This approach varies significantly from the traditional system that orders species 
chronologically by evolutionary development. Although there are a few anomalies, most families, 
genera and species integrate easily into this visually oriented system. 

The ID Groups and their representative families are displayed on the Contents pages. Each 
group's similar characteristics are listed in italic type at the beginning of its ID Group. It is important 
for beginning fish watchers to become familiar with the major families that make-up ID Groups, so 
they can go quickly to the correct section to begin the identification process. Families are scientific 
groupings based on evolutionary sequence and consequently, typically have similar physical 
characteristics. An overview of the family's behavioral and physical characteristics (that are observable 
by divers) is presented at the beginning of each ID Group. The total number of genera and species 
included in this book, along with diagrams of representative family body shapes, is also given. 

Names 
Information about each species begins with its common name (that generally used by the English 

speaking public). Common names are far from standardized and tend to vary from region to region. 
In some cases there were as many as six different common names applied to a single species. The 
common names chosen for this text are, in most cases, those names most frequently used in previously 
published field guides. When this method proved impractical, a name was selected that relates to a 
readily observable physical feature of the fish, or as a translation of the scientific name. Often where 
the common name honored an individual, such as the discoverer of the species, the common name 
was changed to reflect a visually significant feature of the fish in order to help simplify the identification 
process. 

To the right of a species' common name is the species' two-part scientific name printed in italic. 
These names, rooted in Latin and Greek, are highly standardized and used by scientists throughout 
the world. The first word (always capitalized) represents the genus. The genus name is given to a 
group of species, which share a common ancestor, and usually have similar anatomical and 
physiological characteristics. The second word (never capitalized) is the species. A species includes 
only animals that are sexually compatible and produce fertile offspring. Each species usually has a 
combination of visually distinctive features that separates them from all others. 

The common and scientific family names follow. Because of its importance in the identification 
process, the common family name is also printed at the top of left pages where family members appear. 
Like common species names, common family names also vary between regions. In a few cases, when 
a distinctive group of fishes within a family are widely known by an alternate name, both names are 
included together separated by a slash. 

The Use of Multiple Photographs for a Species 
Many species are presented with more than one photograph. This is necessary to demonstrate 

differentiations in color, markings and physical features that occur within the same species. Such 
differentiations are primarily related to one of four categories: 

Variations- Species, particularly those from different geographical regions, occasionally exhibit 
PERMANENT color or marking patterns or physical features distinctly different from the primary 
species illustrated. 

Color and Marking Phases - Often a species may TEMPORARILY alter its color or markings, 
or, in rare instances, physical features to inhance its camouflage, indicate a change of mood, or for 
intraspecies communications, such as courtship. Phases can be adapted instantaneously, or, in a few 
cases, over an extended period of time. 
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Lite Cycle Phases- The juvenile forms {sexually immature individuals) of many species appear 
distinctly different from adults. In the parrotfish and wrasse families life cycle phases are more 
complicated: besides juveniles, {denoted in the text as JP [juvenile phase]), adults display two visually 
distinct phases: the Initial Phase {IP}, which generally includes both sexually mature males and 
females, and the Terminal Phase (TP), which includes only males, that are not only the least abundant, 
but the largest and most colorful individuals of the species. 

Sexes - Males and females of many species display dissimilarity in colors or markings, or 
differences in body size, or the size and shape of anatomical features, such as fins. 

Size 
The size, given both in centimeters and inches and feet, represents the maximum size of a species 

recorded to date. 

Description 
A species' account is given under the heading ID. Although the visual descriptions in this text 

might seem redundant to a species' image printed above, this information is often essential when 
features of an unidentified fish do not exactly match the photograph. In many cases a fish is so 
distinctive that making a comparison with its photograph easily substantiates its identification. 
However, because many genera include "similar-appearing" species the identification process is 
often more complex. Wherever similar-appearing species occur within a genus, every effort has been 
make to place the species together. Likewise, similar-appearing genera within a family, and similar 
families within an ID Group have been grouped whenever possible. 

To help distinguish between similar-appearing species "distinctive features" that visually 
differentiate one species from the other have been highlighted with bold text, and where appropriate, 
an arrow pointing directly to the emphasized characteristic has been superimposed over the 
photograph. 

In some cases the distinctive features emphasized are too small or subtle to establish reliable 
visual identifications with the naked eye underwater. However, this information, which includes such 
things as number of scale rows, spine counts, or nostril position, might be relied upon for making 
identifications from photographic images that can be enlarged and studied in detail. 

Behavioral traits that may be observed by a diver and might help in the identification process 
are also listed under ID following the species' description. This brief information is usually coupled 
with a species' social organization: solitary, in pairs, form groups, or aggregations, followed by the 
species' habitat preference and depth range where it typically occurs. 

Colors- The colors of many species vary considerably from individual to individual. In such 
situations, the description might read: "Reddish brown to olive-brown or gray." This means that the 
fish could be any of the colors or shades between. Many fishes also have an ability to pale, darken, 
and change colors. Because of this, color alone is rarely relied on for identification. 

Markings- The terminology describing markings is defined in the drawings on the following page. 
Anatomy- Anatomical features are often referred to as part of the identification process. The 

features used in this text are pinpointed in the drawings on the following page. 

Species Population Distribution 
A species' distribution is presented last. This section begins with a Broad Population Range 

(highlighted with bold text) followed by a more detailed account. 
The range of this book extends east from the far eastern Indian Ocean (the Andaman Sea just 

west of Thailand, Christmas and Coco-Keeling Islands, far western Indonesia and northwestern 
Australia) to the Pitcairn Island Group in the southeastern Pacific, then south from the tropical 
water of south and southwest Japan to the southern end of the Great Barrier Reef. Whenever a 
species distribution extends outside this vast region, such as to the Red Sea and East Africa in 
the Indian Ocean or to the Hawaiian Islands in north central Pacific, this information is included; 
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Markings 
BAR- Vertical marking 

SPECKLES - Marked 
with fine spots 

BAND- Diagonal marking 

LINES- Thin markings of 
any orientation 

circular marking 

however, no attempt has been made to provide a complete inventory of fishes that inhabit areas 
adjacent to the range of this book. 

Because of the random nature of the pelagic dispersal of larval fishes, a species' distribution 
pattern is, to an extent, in constant flux. This fact coupled with our incomplete knowledge of the 
general distribution of many fishes often limits the accuracy of information given in this section. 

Broad Population Ranges are intended to give readers a quick reference to a species' primary 
distribution pattern. These ranges are quite arbitrary and do not always follow standard geographic 
nomenclature. A given fish population might extend completely across a given range or only 
encompass a significant portion of the area. 

Indo-Pacific- A population extending from any point in the western or central Indian Ocean 
east to the Pacific islands of Hawaii or French Polynesia, and occasionally on to scattered islands east, 
or to the shore of the Western Hemisphere. 

East Indo- The western boundary of this book's range: the Andarnan Sea off western Thailand, 
the Christmas and Coco-Keeling Islands in the eastern Indian Ocean, the shores of western Indonesia 
and northwestern Australia. 

Asian Pacific- A Ciitical region, home to the most bio-diverse population of reef fishes on Earth. 
In this text, a population bordered in the west by the westtern shores of Indonesia, then sweeping 
east well beyond the edge of what is normally considered West Pacific - including the Great Barrier 
Reef, the Coral Sea, the Solomon Islands, New Caledonia and Vanuatu - and on north to New Guinea, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Central and eastern Micronesia, turning northwest to the tropical 
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Anatomy 

Lateral Line 

Dorsal Fin 

Spiny or Fore 

Fin Spin~ ~......r-r-H-........_ 

Pectoral Fin 

Ventral Fin 

Nape 

~ 

' Anal Fin 

Fin lets 

I Scutes 

1-) ) ) ) ) ) ) Snout~ 

Gill Plate Cover 
Base of Tail 

Tail Fin 

Upper Lobe 

\ 
Lower Lobe 

boundaries of Okinawa and the Ryukyu Islands southwest of Japan, and finally completing a crude 
circle by heading back west across the South China Sea to the Gulf of Thailand. 

West Pacific- A population that may include all or part of the Asian Pacific, but also extends 
eastward into the island nations of Fiji, Tonga and Samoa, or north to the Gilbert and Phoenix Islands 
of the Central Pacific. 

Pacific -A population generally extending from Asian and West Pacific east to Hawaii, French 
Polynesia and occasionally beyond to the Pitcairn Island Group and infrequently on to the far eastern 
Pacific shores of the Western Hemisphere. 

Localized - A limited population center that may include a single island or reef system, but 
generally representing a somewhat wider area. 

Circumtropical-A population extending around the circumference of the world's tropical seas. 
Circumglobal- A population extending around the circumference of the world's tropical seas, 

but also spilling north or south into temperate waters. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 1 

Dis -snap t;O or 

This ID Group consists of thin-bodied fishes with basically round shapes. Generany most are quite colorful. 

FAMILY: Buttertlyt1snes- t.,;haetodonuaae 
7 Genera - 79 SoeCies Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape Genus Forcipiger 
Reminiscent of their butterfly namesake, the majority of these small, colorful fishes spend daylight 

hours flitting about the reef in search of food within rather confined home ranges. Members of the family 
are easily identified. Only the closely related angelfishes, once classified in the same family, have the 
same general shape and appearance. However, angelfishes can be easily distinguished by having more 
robust bodies and by the presence of a sharp spine on the lower edge of their gill covers. 

Butterflyfishes typically travel alone, or in pairs, using keen eyesight to spot tiny worms, exposed polyps 
and other marine invertebrates. Although most species inhabit coral-rich reefs, a few butterflyfishes associate 
with silty coastal areas, while others gather in huge shoals high above the reef to feed on drifting plankton. 

FAMILY: JUlgemsnes - t'omacanthillae 
7 Genera- 51 Species Included 

Genus Pomacanthus Genus Centropyge Genus Genicanthus 
Large, colorful and graceful angelfishes from genus Pomacanthus epitomize the classic reef fish 

for many underwater naturalists. However, in the tropical Indo-Pacific the family is dominated in species 
numbers by the small elusive members of genus Centropyge. 

Angellishes are greatly dependent on the shelter of boulders, caves and coral crevices and so 
traditionally inhabit areas of heavy coral growth or high profile rock spills. The food of Centropyge consists 
primarily of algae, while Pomacanthus consume sponge, algae and benthic invertebrates; some species 
of Genicanthus gather in mid-water shoals where they feed on zooplankton, primarily pelagic tunicates. 

l''&IJULY: Spadeflshes \B&tnsheB1- t."plupp1aae 
2 Genera - 6 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Although spadefishes, also commonly known as batfishes, are not closely related to buttertlyfishes 

and angelfishes, this small family is placed in ID Group 1 because of the adults' disk-shaped bodies. 
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Chaeuxfon vaqabrmdus 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 m.) Butterflyfish- CbaetOdonudae 
JD: Yellow1sh wlute w1th chevron panem of narrow lmes, 
narrow black band across rear body does not cover entire 
rear dorsal fin. Usually sobtary or form groups; home rangmg 
Coastal reefs and outer slopes to 30m. 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to Haw au and French Polynesia S W 
Japan to E Ausuaba and Lord Howe L 

SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Butterflyfish - Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellowish white w1th chevron pattern of narrow hnes; 
wide black band across rear body covers rear dorsal fin. 
Usually alone or m pans: home ranging. Rubble or coral-nch 
habits to 30 m. often m turbid condmons. 
Indo-Asian Pacilic: Oman, Malcllves and Andaman Sea to 
E. T1mor m S Indonesia. 

Chaer. !don aunga 
SIZE: to 23 em (9m.) Butterflyfish- CbaetOdonudae 
ID: Poci'K Varicrtion • Wlute With chevron pattern, rear body and 
lail yellow: spot on rear dorsal fin (except Red Sea). dorsal f1D 
usually muls a thread-like filament. SOI!tary. m paJTS or small 
groups. Coastal and outer reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afr1ca to Hawau and French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to E. Australia and Lord Howe I 

D1sk ·shaped/Colorful 

Vagabond Bu«erllyfish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5em(1/o·211l.) 
ID: Sumlar to adult but chevron mar longs famt or absent; black 
spot on rear dorsal fm: tall clear Adults and 1uverules tolerate 
Wide range of ecological condluons mcludmg turbtd water and 
lllfluxes of fresh water near nver mouths 

Chaetodon assanus 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Butterflyf1sh • Chaetodontldae 
ID: Beige with venical rows of dark spots; rear body rimmed 
in brown with narrow wlute margm on rear dorsal and anal 
fins, ocellated spot on rear dorsal fin. Form aggregations. 
Coastal reefs to 40 m. 
Localized: W. Australia from Perth north to Shark Bay 

Nm'IIIH Cllaetodon lllfasoahs 
SIZE: to 18 em (7m.) ButterflyfJSh • CbaetOdontldae 
ID: Wlute WJlb numerous black chevron marlnngs; black tail 
with yellow margin. Temtonal; defend coral patches agamst 
other butterflyfishes Coral-ncb areas to 12 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Indonesia, Philippmes, 
M1cronesta, Haw au and French Polynesta. • S.W. Japan to 
N.W. & E. Australia. 
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Butterflyfishes 

SIZE: 15 em (6 m.) ButterOyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with pau of mde black bars on body; black eye 
bar. dorsal and anal fms broadly rimmed with yellow. fn pairs 
or small groups. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and outer reefs 
m3-15m. 
Localized: Lord Howe and Norfolk rs. off E. Australia. 

Chaetodon selene 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 ''• m.) Butterfly fishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with numerous faint yellow spots arranged in 
diagonal rows, fins yellow (except pectorals); blackish rim 
on rear body. Solitary or m pairs. Rubble or sand bottoms of 
coastal reefs m 8·50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesta to Malaysian Penmsula, Philippmes 
and N. New Guinea.· S.W. Japan and S. China Sea. 

C!Jaetodon melannocus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) ButterOyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White body with many diagonal black lines. black on upper 
back; black saddle on base of tail. Solitary or in pairs; feed on 
live soft and hard corals. Coral-rich areas of lagoons, reef flats 
and seaward reefs in 2·20 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, New 
Guinea and Samoa • S.W. Japan and Philippines to E. Australia. 

10 

SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/, m.) 

Cbaetodon guenthen 
BunerfiyflShes · Chaetodontidae 

ID: Silvery white with numerous dark spots; upper and rear 
body rimmed m yellow. Rocky reefs and coral· rich outer slopes 
m5·40 m. Often near cool upwellings. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, N. Sulawesi and Komodo I. m 
Indonesia, S. New Guinea to Great Barrier Reef. 

Chaetodon acliergascos 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) ButterflyflShes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Whitish with darker gray bands. fins yellow-orange 
(except pectoral); oval-shaped black eye bar, and small black 
spot on nape. Usually in pairs or small groups. Silty inshore 
reefs and clear outer reefs m 3 • 25 rn. 
Asian Pacific: W. Pacific Rim from S.W. Japan, Indonesta, 
Malaystan Peninsula and Philippines to N.W. Australia. 

Chaetodon ocellicaudus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '12 in.) ButterOyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: White body with diagonal black lines: black spot on base 
of tail. Solitary or in pairs. Coral· rich areas of lagoons. reef 
flats and seaward reefs in 3-50 m. Most common on outer 
slopes and in reef crest channels. 
East fndo·Asia Pacific: Andaman Sea to Indonesia, Philippines 
and Papua New Guinea. · Palau to Great Barrier Reef. 



SIZE: to 14 em (5 '" in.) Butterllyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with net pattern, outer tail yellow; broad yellow 
bar across rear body, black eye bar and spot on nape. 
Solitary or m paus. Outer reef slopes and drop-offs, usually 
among rocks or coral in 12·50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Gulf of Thailand. S. Chma Sea, S.W. Japan, 
Malaysian Peninsula. lndones1a and Philippmes. 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterllyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Body roughly triangular ; gray with many chevron 
markings, pale yellow tail. Similar Tnangular Butterflytish 
(next) has dark triangle marking on tail. In pairs. Near 
Acropora plate coral to 10 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Philippines and 
FiJi • S.W. Japan and Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Buttedlyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Pale, becoming bluish toward rear with oblique purplish 
stripes, anal fin and base of tail red; yellow-edged black 
band across base of anal fin. Usually in pairs. Coral-rich 
areas to 20 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa and Bay of Bengal to Bali in Indonesia. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

SIZE: to 12.5 em (5 in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with chevron markings, outer tail yellow to orange; 
broad yellow to orange bar across rear body, black eye bar and 
spot or smudge on nape. Solitary or in pairs. Lagoons and outer 
slopes in 10 ·120 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca, Maldives, Indonesia, Philippines and 
New Gwnea to French Polynes1a • S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

Chaetodon triangulwn 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterllyfishes • Chaetodonodae 
ID: Body roughly triangular; gray With many pale yellow 
chevron markings; dark triangle on tail. Similar Eastern 
Trtangular Butterllyfish (previous) lacks this marking. In pairs. 
Near Acropora plate coral to 10m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Afrtca and Madagascar to Bay of Bengal, 
Andaman Sea to Java in Indonesia . 

.--.--.....---~.,... 

Chaetodon lunulatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Pale with oblique purplish strtpes, anal fin red, base of 
tail pal e; yellow-edged black band across base of anal fin. 
Usually in pairs. Coral-rich areas to 20m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula, Philippines, New 
Guinea, Hawaii to French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to N.W. 
Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Butterflyfishes 

Chaetodon plebews 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Bright yellow with numerous faint stripes; blue patch on 
side, ocellated spot on base of tail and blue-edged eye bar. 
Solitary or in pairs. Shallow coastal waters including lagoons 
and seaward reefs to 10m. 
East Indo· West Pacilic: Andaman Sea to Indonesia, New 
Gumea and Fiji.· S.W. Japan toW. & E. Australia. 

Chaetodon ummaculatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes- Cbaetodontidae 
ID: Wlute with bright yellow dorsal, anal and ventral fins; black 
tear-shaped spot on back; adults develop a large bulbous 
snout. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoons and seaward 
reefs in 10·60 m. 
Pacilic: Indonesia and Philippines to French Polynesia.- S.W. 
Japan and Hawaii to N.W. & E. Australia. 

Cbaecodon bennettt 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Bright yellow; large blue-edged black spot on middle of 
back, pair of diagonal blue lines on lower body. Solitary or in 
pairs. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and on outer reefs in 5·30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa, Maldives, lndonesia, Philippines and 
New Guinea to French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Chaetodon sp. 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Bright yellow with numerous faint stripes; black spot on 
base of tail. Solitary or in pairs. Rock and coral reefs near shore 
and on outer slopes in 10·40 m. An undescribed species 
previously confused with Blue-spot Butterflyfish jpreviousj. 
Indian Ocean: MaldJves, Sn Lanka, Andaman Sea toW. 
Sumatra tn lndones•a. 

Chaetodon mterruptus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
ID: Bnght yellow; black tear-shaped spot on back, thin black 
bar from rear dorsal to rear anal fin; adults develop a large 
bulbous snout. Solitary or fonn small groups. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs in areas of hard and soft corals m 10-40 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Andaman Sea and W. Sumatra in 
lndonesia. 

Chaetodon speculwJJ 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes · Cbaetodontidae 
ID: Bright yellow; large black oval-shaped spot on Dllddle of 
back. Usually solitary or in pairs; shy. Coral-rich reefs in lagoons 
and on outer reefs m 8-30 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula, Philippines, 
New Guinea to Tonga.- S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. AUStralia. 



Chaeuxton Wlebeli 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes · Cbaetodontidae 
ID: Golden with thin reddish brown bands; black eye bar with 
pro min em white bar behind, and black saddle across upper 
nape; tail margin black. Solitary or in pairs. Mixed rock and 
coral reefs in 4-25 m. 
Localized: W. Pacific Rim from Gulf of Thailand to S. W. Japan. 

SIZE: to 24 em (9 '1: in.) 
Chaeuxton semeion 

Butterflyf!Shes • Cbaetodontidae 
ID: Yellow with horizontal rows of small black spots; blue 
marking on rear snout and nape; dorsal fin trails a thread-like 
filament. Usually in pairs. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and 
outer slopes in 2 ·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: SJi Lanka to Indonesia, New Guinea, Philippines, 
Micronesia and Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Chaetodon kleinil 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/, in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Light brown with "dirty" white head and diffuse central 
bar, black lip and ventral firlS. Solitary to large aggregations. 
Rocky reefs and coral-rich areas of lagoons, channels, outer reef 
slopes in 2·61 m, usually below 10m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa and Maldives to Samoa and Hawaii. 
· S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

1 r1 

SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellow-orange, with dusky back and thin dark diagonal 
bands; black eye band with white patch behind, cormected to 
wide black band running to dorsal fin. Solitary, in pairs or 
aggregations. LagooTlS and outer reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Galapagos.· S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

Chaetodon a wipes 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterflytishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Brown to golden brown with numerous thin dark stripes; 
prominent black eye bar with white bar behind. Solitary or 
form aggregations. Rocky reefs w ith some coral and algal 
growth to 30 m. Juveniles in tide pools. 
Localized: W. Pacific Rim from S. China Sea to S. W. Japan. 

Chaetodon ra!Desi 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellow with network of gray lines; broad dark submarginal 
band on soft dorsal fm and tail. Solitary or in pairs. Primarily 
coral-rich areas of sheltered coastal reefs, lagooTlS and outer 
slopes to 15m. 
Indo· Pacific: Sri Lanka to Indonesia, New Guinea and French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Butterflyfishes 

Chaetodon argentatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterfiyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with net pattern; broad black bars or saddle markings 
on rear head and mid-body, black bar across rear body. In pairs 
or small aggregations. Rock or coral reefs in 5-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: W. Pacific Rim from S. Japan including Ryukyu 
and lzu Is., Philippines, S. Chlna and Taiwan. 

Chaetodon onken 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: White wnh munerous dark dots; broad black diagonal area 
across rear of body. Solitary, in pairs or small aggregations. 
Usually shelter in black corals and sea fans on steep slopes 
in 27-160 m. 
Localized: Marshallls., Johnston Atoll and Hawati. 

Cbaetodon decliVJs 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with dark spots, fins yellowish; broad diagonal area 
across rear body gradating orange to black, orange eye bar 
and snout tip. Rocky reef slopes and steep walls adjacent to 
sand bottoms below 20 m. 
Localized: Line ls. in eastern Central Pacific and Marquesas ls. 
in French Polynesia. 

Chaetodon burgessi 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1. in.) Butterfiyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: White; black band from nape to pectoral region, broad 
black diagonal area across rear of body. Solitary or m pairs. 
Vertical or undercut dropoffs on outer reefs in 20 -80 m, 
usually below 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Pllllippines. N. New Guinea to 
Palau and Pohnpei in Micronesia. 

Chaetodon flavocoronatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Butterfiyfishes -Cbaetodontidae 
ID: White with numerous dark dots, yellow tall; broad black 
diagonal area across rear of body, yellow band on nape. 
Solitary or m pairs. Shelter in black corals and sea fans on 
steep slopes in 35-75 m. 
Localized: Known only from Guam (Orote Peninsula) in the 
Mariana Is, Micronesia. 

Chaetodon smithi 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 '!. in.) Butterfiyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: Dark brown head and forebody, yellow rear body and tail. 
Commonly in large mid-water feeding aggregations. Rocky, 
algal-covered reels with scattered coral in 10-30 m. 
Localized: Rapa 1. , Dots de Bass I. (Marotiri) and Pitcairn Is. 
inS. and S.E. French Polynesia. 



Chaetodon trichrous 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Butterflyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: Head and forebody white gradaung to dark brown with 
pale scale centers forming grid pattern, yellow tail; black eye 
bar Sohtary, in pairs or small groups. Pnmarily in sheltered 
lagoons in 3 · 25 m. 
Localized: Society, Marquesas and Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia. 

SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
Chaetodon OaVIJostns 

Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Dark with yellow rim that is most prominem around rear 
edge of body and tail; dark blotch on nape; large adults 
develop hump on forehead. Usually in pairs. Coral and rocky 
reels in 2·20 m. 
Southern Pacific: E. Ausualia to Rapa and Pitcaliil Is. southeast 
of French Polynesia. 

~~~~~~~~------~ 

Chaetodon Jitus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Dusky brownish gray with large whitish patch on back, 
fins dusky brown edged with white. Form aggregations. 
Rocky reefs composed of volcanic boulders with prolific 
growth of brown algae to 25 m. 
Localized: Easter I. in the southeastern Pacific. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

Chaetodon nippon 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Buttertlyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellowish or brassy with dark gray to brownish head and 
rear body; black spot on rear dorsal fin. Solitary, m pairs or 
groups. Rocky coastal reefs in 5·30 m. 
North Asian Pacific: W. Paclfic Rim from S. Korea and S. Japan 
toN. Philippines. 

Chaetodon rellculatus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/, m.) Buttertlyfishes • Chaetodontldae 
ID: Black with pale gray scale centers becoming whitish on 
back and forebody; yellow-edged black eye bar, margin of tail 
yellow with black-edges. Solitary, in pairs or aggregations. 
Exposed outer reefs to 30 m. 
Pacific: N. Sulawesi m Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia to 
Hawaii and French Polynesia. · S. W. Japan toN .E. Australia. 

Chaetodon daedalma 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Blackish with whitish blotch or spot on each scale; rear edge 
of dorsal, anal and tail fins yellow. Form large aggregations; 
forage widely. Rocky reefs in clear water to 7 m. 
Localized: S. Japan and nearby Ryukyu, Ogasawara and Izu Is. 
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Butterflyfishes 

SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Pale yellow to whitish with many rows of faint bluish spots; 
black edge on anal fin. Solitary. in pairs or small groups. 
Moderately exposed (to surf) reef flats and seaward reefs 
usually in 1-3m: rarely to 30m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines and Marquesas 
Is. in French Polynesia -S.W. Japan toN. W. & E. Australia. 

Chaetodon ep/Jippium 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Blue-gray with blue lines on lower body; large white
bordered black patch upper rear body. orange area from 
snout to ventral fins. Solitary or m pairs. Coral-rich areas in 
lagoons and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Sri Lanka to indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia 
and French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to N.W. & N.E. Australia. 

Chaetodon punctatofascJatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Butterflyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellowish tan to yellow; 7 gray bars on upper body and 
rows of dark spots below, orange eye bar and black spot on 
nape. Usually in pairs, sometimes with Dot & Dash Butterflyfish 
!next). Lagoons and outer reefs to 45 m. 
Pacific: Sumatra m Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia to 
Line Is.- Taiwan to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

Chaetodon guttatiSSJDJus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Beige with distinctive brown to purplish speckling; broad 
yellow margin on dorsal fin extends across tail base. Solitary 
or in pairs. Coral reefs, lagoons and seaward slopes in 5-30 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Maldives. Andaman Sea and 
Christmas I. 

Saddled Butterflyfish - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1'1< -2 in.) 
ID: White, rimmed with yellow; large black teardrop-shaped 
patch on rear body, dark eyebar and black spot on base of tail. 
Feed on coral polyps, algae, sponges, fish eggs and assorted 
benthic invertebrates. 

Chaetodon pelewensis 
SIZE: to 12.5 em (5 in_) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellowish tan with diagonal rows of dark spots becoming 
solid bands on upper body; orange eye bar. black spot on 
nape. Usually in pairs; sometimes with Spot-banded 
Butterflyfish (occasionally hybridize). Outer reefs to 30m. 
Indo-Pacific: indonesia, Philippines. M1cronesia to Line Is. m 
eastern Central Pacific.- N. Philippines to N.W. & E. Australia. 



Chaetodon hneolatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with vertical black lines; broad black band rear body, 
wide black eye bar encloses a white spot on nape. The largest 
butterflyfish. Solitary or in pairs. Lagoons and seaward reefs 
from shallows to 171 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa, Red Sea. Maldives to Hawaii and French 
Polynesia- S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: White fore and mid-body, bright yellow rear; pair of diffuse 
dark saddles across back, black spot on tail base. Solitary, in pairs 
or groups. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and seaward reefs to 30m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keelmg Is. to Indonesia, Malaysian 
Peninsula, Philippmes, Micronesia and French Polynes1a. 
· S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

Chaetodon falcula 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes -Chaerodontidae 
ID: White becoming bright yellow on back and rear body; 
pau of black saddles across back, black band on tail base. 
Solitary, in pairs or groups. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and 
seaward reefs to 15m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa. MaldJves and Sri Lanka to Andarnan Is. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

Lined Butterllyfish - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·5 em (1'/• · 2 in.) 
ID: Similar to adults, but vertical dark lines on side much 
fainter. black strip on rear part of body poorly developed, and 
has large black spot on tail base. Feeds primarily on coral 
polyps and anemones. 

Chaetodon oxycephalus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaerodontidae 
ID: Wrute with vertical black lines; broad black band rear 
body, black eye bar with separated black patch on nape. 
Usually solitary or in pairs. Coral-rich areas. including both 
coastal and seaward reefs in 10-40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula 
and New Guinea. · N. Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 

Chaetodon quadrimaculatus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaerodontidae 
ID: Yellow-orange with brown upper body; pair of white 
spots on back. Solitary or in pairs; feed almost exclusively 
on Pocillopora corals. Exposed rocky reefs with scattered 
coral growth in 2-15 m. 
Northern Paci fic : Taiwan and S.W. Japan to Hawaii and 
French Polynesia. 
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Butterflyfishes 

.o 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• m.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Dark gray overall With pale sca.le centers and red tali; white 
"collar" markmg behind eye. Often m pans, but may form large 
aggregations. Rocky shores and coral-ncb outer reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Paci fic : Arabian Peninsula and Maldives to 
E. Indonesia, N. Sulawesi and S. Philippines. 

SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) 
Chaetodon meyers1 

Butterflyfishes · ChaelodontJdae 
ID: White to bluish white: curving black bands convergmg 
near pectoral fin, yellowish rim encircles body. Sctitary or in pail:s. 
Coral-rich areas of clear lagoons and seaward reefs in 2-25 rn. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa, Maldives and Bay of Bengal to 
Indonesia, Phihppines, Micronesia and Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. - S. W. Japan LO Great Barner ReeL 

SIZE: to 12 em (Sm.) Butterflyfishes • Chaelodontidae 
ID: Yellow Variation· Yellow to orange with 8 narrow black bars. 
Shelters among branching corals: feed exclusively on coral 
polyps. Shallow protected lagoons (often turbid/silty) and 
inner reefs with good coral cover in 3 · 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Indonesia, Philippines and 
Solomon Is.· S.W. Japan toN. New Guinea. 

White Collar Bullerflylish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 'I• · 2 in.) 
ID: Brown with similar head markings as adult; also black 
spot on rear dorsal fin ; tall clear. Feeds pnmarily on coral 
polyps and polychaetes but also consume algae. 

SIZE: to 18 em (7m.) 

Chaetodon omatJssmws 
Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 

ID: Bluish white with orange bands; narrow yellow margin 
on dorsal and anal fins. yellow-edged black eye bar. Usually 
in pairs. Coral-rich areas in clear water lagoons and seaward 
reefs to 36 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia 
and French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan LO N.W. & N.E. Australia. 

E.ight·banded Butterflylish · White Variation 
ID: White with 8 narrow black bars. and dark spot at base 
of tail (occasionally faint). 
Asian Pacific: Primarily Palau and N. New Guinea. 



SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Butterfiyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
10: Yellow; pair of broad bluish gray bars with orange 
margms and orange eye bar. Solitary or in paas; easy to 
approach. Coastal and offshore reefs areas of sparse coral 
growth to 15 m. 
Localized: S. Papua New Gwnea to Great Barner Reef. 

SIZE: tO 17 em (6 '/• 111-) 
Chaetodon modestus 

Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
10: Sil•1ery white with pair of broad brown body bars; 
ocellated spot on rear dorsal fm. Deep water from 40-250 m, 
usually below 110m. 
Asian Pacific: A narrow north/south range from S. Japan 
through Philippines, Malaysian Peninsula and Central 
Indonesia. 

SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodonudae 
ID: Alternating black and silver-wlllte bars; yellow hue on 
back. On rocky reefs with some live corals. Typically at least 
50 m, but occasionally shallow. 
Southwestern Pacific: S.E. Australia, Lord Howe and Norfolk Is. 
to N. New Zealand and Kermadec Is. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

b f I' l 

SIZE: to 12.5 ern (5111-) .Butterllyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
10: Grayish body rimmed With bright yellow; orange band 
through eye. Solitary or in pairs; hybridizes With Goldbarred 
Butterfiyfish !previous). Most oommon on silty ooasta1 reefs, 
often near river mouths m 5-15 m. 
Localized: N. Australia and S. Papua New Guinea to Great 
Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) 
PaJachBetodon ocellatus 

Butterfiyfishes -Chaetodontidae 
ID: Silvery wlllte with 5 brown-orange bars across head and 
body; ocellated spot on tail base, and black spot on elevated 
tnangular dorsal fin. Solitary or m paus. Coastal and inner 
reefs littered with sponges in 5 -40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Philippines, New Gumea and FlJt. 
- S. Clllna Sea and S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

HemochtJS smgularius 
SIZE: to 23 ern (9 in.) Butterf!yfiShes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Body and anal fin black, dorsal fin and tail yellow; long 
white dorsal-fin filament; bump on nape, white bar behind eye. 
Solitary or in pairs. Lagoons and outer reefs, often around 
shipwrecks in 2-250 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Philippines, 
Micronesia and Samoa.- S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 
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Butterflyfishes 

Heniochus diplueutes 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes -Cbaetodontidae 
ID: White with pair of black bands, the second band ending at 
tip of anal fin; elongate dorsal fin filament. Form large 
aggregations; solitaiy or groups. Outer reef slopes in 5-21 m. 
lndo- Southwest Paci.fic: Red Sea and E. Africa, Maldives, S. 
Indonesia. -N.W. & E. Australia to Vanuatu and Kermadec Is. 
-Also 2nd narrow range from Japan to Hawaii. 

SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: Rear body and fins yellow: white band runs from dorsal 
fin filament to lower head with dark bar behind; bump on 
nape. Solitary, in pairs or small groups. Lagoons and outer 
reefs with rich coral growth in 2 • 25 m. 
tndo-Pacific: E. Africa, Bay of Bengal to Indonesia, Philippines, 
New Guinea and French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to E. Australia 

Heniochus pleurotaenia 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 ' /• in.) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
ID: White central bar bordered by pair of wide blackish 
bands that become brown and converge on back: pair of 
horns just above eyes; bump on nape. Solitary, in pairs or 
groups. Coral-rich areas to 25m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bay of Bengal and 
Andaman Sea toW. Java in Indonesia. 

Hemochus acummatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Bunerflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with pair of black bands, the second ending behmd 
the tip of the anal fin: elongate' dorsal fin filament: long snout 
compared to similar Schooling Bannerfish [previous]. Lagoons 
and outer reef slopes in 2-75 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, 
and and French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan toW. & E. Australia. 

Hemochus chrysostomus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: White with black band on bead, mid-body and upper rear 
body, yellow upper snout; tallest dorsal spine trails feather-like 
pennant. Solitary or in pairs. Inshore and outer reefs in 3-45m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Indonesia, Philippines, 
Micronesia, Fiji and French Polynesia. -s.w. Japan to N.W. & 
E. Australia. 

Heniochus vafius 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '1: in.) Butterflyfisbes • Cbaetodontidae 
ID: Large brown to black triangular area on body; pair of horns 
just above eyes: bump on nape. Solitary, in pairs or form 
groups: often under ledges. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and 
seaward reef slopes in 2-30 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia and Fiji to Polynesia. 
-S. W. Japan to N.W. & N.E. Australia and New Caledonia. 



Coradion me/anopus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6m.) Buttelflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: White; oceUated spot on rear dorsal and anal fins, pair of 
closely spaced brown bais behind head. and orange-€dged gray 
bar rear body. In pairs; often near barrel sponges. COastal and 
outer reefs in 10·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bah and SulaweSI m Indonesia toN. & S. New 
Gumea, north to Lhe Philippines. 

Coradion al/Jvehs 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Buttelflyfishes · Chaetodontldae 
ID: White with wtde orange bar across rear body mcluding dorsal 
and anal fins; pair of closely spaced brown bars behmd head. 
Resembles Orange-banded Coralfish (preVJOUSJ, but adults lack 
spot on soft dorsal fin. Uncommon. Inshore reefs in 3-15m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Indonesia, PbJiippmes, 
New Guinea and Solomon Is. · S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

Che/mon rostratus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Butterflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Silvery white; three orange body bars and narrow orange 
eye bar; ocellatedspoton rear dorsal fin; long beak-like snout. 
Sobtary or m pairs. Coastal, inner reefs and estuaries, often 
m turbid water to 25 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Indonesia, 
Philippines. Papua New Guinea. · S.W. Japan to E. Austlalia. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Butterflyfishes • ChaetodontJdae 
ID: White with wide orange bar across rear body mcluding 
dorsal and anal fins; pair of closely spaced brown bars behind 
head, oceUated spot on soft dorsal fin. The most common 
Coradion in most areas. Coastal reefs m 3· 60 m 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Indonesia, Philippines. 
New Guinea and Solomon Is. · S.W. Japan toN. & E. Australia. 

Chelmon margmahs 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterf!yfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Silvery wlute; black-edged orange forebody bar and eye 
bar; WJde orange bar across rear body including dorsal and 
anal fins; long snout. Solitary or m parrs. Mainly coastal reefs 
and near shore Islands to 30 m. 
Localized: Tropical N.W. AuStlalia to Cape York and N. Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Chelmon muelleri 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Buttelflyfishes · Chaetodontidae 
ID: Silvery white; three orange-brown body bars and narrow 
orange eye bar; large ocellated spot on rear dorsal fin; short 
beak-like snout. Solitary or in pairs. Shallow coastal reefs 
With sandy silt or mud bottoms in 2-10 m. 
Localized: Tropical N. Australia coast to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Butterflyfishes - Angelfishes 

Forcip1ger /on(Jlrostns 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Butterflyfishes- Chaetodontidae 
ID: Yellow with black upper head and silvery white below: 
extremely elongate snout; black spots on breast, spot on anal 
fin below tail base. Solitary or in pairs. Outer reefs in 5-60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia. Philippmes, Hawau and 
French Polynesia. • S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

ForCJpJger flaVIssimus 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodonridae 
ID: Yellow with black upper head and silvery white below; 
elongate snout (short compared to Btg Longnose Butterflyfish 
lpreviousl): spot on anal fin below tail base. Solitary or in 
pairs. Coastal and outer reefs in 2 ·114 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and C. America. 
- S. W. Japan toN. & E. Australia. 

~-

Hemitaurichthys polylepis 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflytishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White pyramid shape formed by yellow triangular patch 
on upper forebody and rear dorsal fin, head brown, anal fin 
yellow. Form large aggregations: feed on plankton high in 
water column. Outer slopes in 3-60m. 
East lndo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Indonesia, Hawaii and 
Polynesia. - S. China Sea and S. W. Japan to E. Australia. 

, 
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Big Longnose Butterflyfish · Dark Voriolion 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black; intermediates are dusky 
yellowish or yellowish brown. 

Hemitaurichchys thompsom 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Butterflyfishes - Chaetodontidae 
ID: Uniform dark gray; Jacks distmgUJshing marks. Solitary, 
in pairs or groups; feed above bottom on plankton. Deep 
outer reefs in 10 -300 m, occasionally shallow coastal reefs 
and lagoons near deep water. 
Central Pacific: Mariana Is. in Micronesia, Samoa, Hawaii 
and Johnston Atoll to French Polynesia. 

Hemitaurichthys zoster 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• m.) Butterflyfishes • Chaetodontidae 
ID: White pyramid shape formed by dark brown to blackish 
head and rear body. Form large aggregations: feed on plankton 
high in water column. Outer slopes to 40 m. 
lnclian Ocean: E. Africa, Maldives and Bay of Bengal toW. 
Sumatra in Indonesia. 



Apolermchthys mmaculatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Angelfish - Pomacanth!dae 
ID: Bnght yeUow Wlth blue bps, black spot on nape. gray spot 
1ust betund head. broad black margin on anal fin. Soht.aiy or 
m paus Outer reefs. steep slopes or dropoffs mt5-60 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E Alnca to lndones1a, Pbilippmes, New 
GUJDea and Samoa - S W Japan to N W Australia and 
Great Barne1 Reef 

Apolermc!Jthvsxanthopuncrarvf' 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Angelfish- Pomacant.hldae 
ID: Browrush With golden scale centers and blue lips, dorsal, 
anal and tail fins black; black spot on nape. Soht.aiy or form 
small groups. Lagoons. passages and outer slopes m 3-40 m 
North Central Pacific: Micronesia. Gllbert. Pboerux and Lllle Is 
m eastern Central PaCific. 

Apo/eiDJchthys gnitJsr 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m ) Angelfish- Pomacanth!dae 
ID: Gray w1th pale gold spots on s1des; wlute belt broadly 
bordered 10 black along back to ta!l base, black eye bar, 
large spot on nape. Solitary or 10 paus. Steep outer reef 
slopes m 10-60 m. 
Pacific: N.E. Indonesia, E. Papua New Guinea to Solomon, 
Gilbert, Phoenix and Line Is. in eastern Central Pactlic. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

Three-spot Angelfish · Dark Variation 
ID: Occasionally darkish green-yellow to browniSh yellow 
w1th bnght yellow spots on scales 

Golden-spotted Angelfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-7.5 em (l 'h -3m.) 
ID: Brown1sh with wavy golden bands; black eyebar extends 
over nape, large pale-edged black patch on rear back and 
dorsal fin. 

Paracentropyge venusta 
SIZE: to 12 em (Sm.) AngelftSh - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Blue upper head and body, yellow below With large 
mangular extension mvadmg blue Just behind head. Usually 
solitary; secretive, often ups1de down under ledges or in 
caves. Outer reef slopes Ill 15-35 m. 
Localized: W. Pacific Run from Japan's Ryukyus and lzu Is. 
to Taiwan and N. Philippines (N. Luzon). 
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Angelfishes 

Paracenuopyge mulufascmta 
SIZE: tO 10 em (4 m.) Angelfishes - Pomacantludae 
ID: Altemaung black and white or yellow bars; white-edged 
black spot on rear dorsal fm Solitary or form small groups· 
usually m caves or under ledges. frequently swunnung ups1de 
down Steep outer reef slopes m 20-70 m 
East Indo-Pacific: Cooos-Keelmg Is tO Ptubppmes. NewGumea 
and French PolynesJa. -SW. Japan tO Great Barner Reef 

Cenuopyge mulacolor 
SIZE: tO 9 em (3 I Ill.) Angelhshes - Pomacantludae 
ID: White upper body, yellow face and lower body, dark blue 
dorsal and anal fms. yellow tall. blue patch on nape With 
black barrmg. Usually solitary, shy Under ledges on steep 
outer reef dropoffs in 20-90 m 
Central Paci1ic: Micronesia tO Hawati, south to Samoa, FiJI, 
Cook Is. and Society Is. m French Polynesia. 

Cenuopyge mcerruptus 
SIZE: to 15 em (611l.) Angell•shes - Pomacantludae 
ID: Orang1sh red head and forebody With blue spottmg and 
blue behmd, yellow tail. Males have su-onger blue spotting 
on bead and heavy blue lines on cheeks. Rocky shores and 
ooral patches m 15-60 m 
Localized: S.W Japan tO Kure, Midway Is and Hawaii 
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Cemropyge co/Jm 
SIZE: tO 9 em (3 I, m.) Angelfishes -Pomacanlludae 
ID: Pale yellow except for broad patch of blue on upper body 
extending from nape tO soft dorsal fin. Usually sobtary. shy, 
rarely observed Caves and ledges of steep outer reef slopes 
m 25-75m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Cooos-Keebng Is tO C. lndonesJa, 
S Ph1hppmes. Palau, Marshall Is. and FIJI 

Cenuopyge mgnocellus 
SIZE: tO 6 em (2 I Ill.) Angelfisbes - Pomacantludae 
ID: Pale yelloWish or wluush: prommem black spot at base 
of pectoral fln base, ocellated spot on rear dorsal flll . Shy, 
rarely observed Coral rubble areas m lagoons and along outer 
reefs m4-15 m. 
North Central Pacific: Scattered from ManarJa Is. m M1crones1a 
tO Admiralty Is., Samoa, Line Is. and Johnston AtOll 

CenuopygP hotumatua 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 'I• m ) Angelfishes - Pomacantludae 
ID: Yellow-orange head and deep blue to nearly black body, 
yellow-orange tall; blue rmg around eye, small dark spot 
near gtll cover. Solitary or form small aggregations. Rock or 
ooral reefs m 14 -45 m 
Localized: Ausu-al and Rapa Is. m French Polynesia, also 
Pn.caun and Easter Is 



.. 
Centropyge heraldi 

SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Bright yellow; dusky brown patch behind eye. SOlitary 
or form loose aggregations. Lagoons and outer reef slopes 
in areas of mixed coral and rubble in 8-40 m. 
Pacific: S.W. Japan and Taiwan, Micronesia, N. Papua New 
Guinea to Great Barrier Reef and east to French Polynesia. 

Centropygefla~ilnus 

SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/: in.) Angelfishes-Pomacanthidae 
ID: Bright yellow; blue edge on gill cover and usually blue IUJg 
around eye. Usually in harems. Mimicked by juvenile Mimic 
Surgeonfish. Coral-rich lagoons and seaward reefs to 25 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Christmas & Cocos-Keeling Is. to E. 
Philippines, Micronesia (except Palau and Yap), N. Papua 
New Guinea and French Polynesia. 

Centropyge bJco/or 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Bright yellow head and forebody, deep blue behind with 
yellow tail; blue saddle across nape extends to eyes. Solitary, 
m pairs or small groups. Coral-rich and rubble areas of 
seaward reefs and lagoons, usually in 10-25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines, New Guinea to 
Samoa and Phoenix Is.- S.W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

n · sk·shaped/Colorful 

Centropyge woodbeadi 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Angelfishes - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Bright yellow; elongate black patch on rear dorsal fin. 
Species status is controversial because captive specimens 
apparently transform to normal Yellow Pygmy Angelfish 
[previous! coloration. Solitary or form small groups. Rubble 
areas in 9-20 m. 
West Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to Fiji. 

lemonpeel Angelfish -Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 'I• ·2 in.) 
ID: Bright yellow; blue-rimmed black spot on center of side; 
blue edge on gill cover. 

Centropyge tibicen 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Angelfishes • Pomacanthidae 
ID: Dark blue; oval-shaped white spot on side, margin of anal 
fin broadly yellow. Solitary or form small groups. Coral and 
rubble areas of lagoons and seaward reefs in 4-35 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula, W. Pacific Rim, 
Philippines and New Guinea to New Caledonia. -S. W. Japan 
toN. & E. Australia and Lord Howe I. 
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Angelfi.shes 

Centropyge nox 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'1: m.) Angelfishes · Pomacanthidae 
ID: Entirely black. A secretive fish usually alone, occasionally 
in small groups; hide in crevices and ledges. Coral·rich areas 
or rubble bottoms, most commonly on sheltered outer reefs, 
but also lagoons and passes in 10 · 70 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, N. New Gwnea to Vanuatu. 
- S.W. Japan toN. Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Centropyge flavipectoralis 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Angelfishes -Pomacanthidae 
ID: Dark brown with blue· black paired bars, yellow pectoral 
fins. Similar Brown Pygmy Angelfish jnextjlack yellow 
pectoral fins. Solitary. Areas of coral rubble and reef margins 
in 3-20m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives, Sri Lanka and Andaman Sea to 
N.W. Sumatra in Indonesia. 

Centropyge eibli 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Angelfishes · Pomacanthidae 
ID: Pale gray with thin brown to orange bars and black tail 
with blue margin; orange ring around eye, and orange bar 
across base of pectoral fin. Solitary. occasionally in pairs. 
Usually in coral-rich areas in 3 -25 m. 
Indian Ocean: Sri Lanka and Bay of Bengal south through 
S.lndonesia to N.W. Australia. 

Centropygeflavicauda 
SIZE: to 7.6 em (3 in.) Angelfishes -Pomacanthidae 
ID: Dark blue with translucent to white tail; dorsal, anal and 
ventral fins edged in bright bl4e, black marks on rear edge of 
dorsal and anal fins. Solitary or form loose aggregations. Coral 
rubble oflagoons, passages and outer slopes in 10-60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia 
and Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia -S.W. Japan to E. Australia 

Centropyge multispinis 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/:in.) Angelfishes - Pomacanlhidae 
ID: Dark brown with narrow black bars; large black ear 
patch, anal and ventral fins edged in bright blue. Most 
abundant Centropyge in Indian Ocean. Rubble bottoms and 
coral patches to 30m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa. Maldives. Sri Lanka to 
Andarnan Sea. 

Centropyge vroliki 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Angelfishes · Pomacanthidae 
ID: Pale gray head and forebody gradating to black on rear body 
and adjacent fins, tail black with fine blue margin. Solitary or 
loose groups. Sheltered coastal reefs and outer slopes to 25m. 
West Pacific: lndonesia, Philippines and New Guinea to 
Marshall Is. and Vanuatu. - S. W. Japan to E. Australia to Lord 
Howel 



Cenuopyge b1spmosus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 ul) AngelfiShes - Pomacanlludae 
ID: Red-orange underoolor With narrow blue bars, bead and 
fins deep blue to pulJ)Ie, two spmes extend from lower gill 
oover Solitary or form small groups; sby. stay near shelter 
Lagoons and outer reef slopes in 5-45 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Indonesia, Pbilippmes, New Gwnea. 
Mlcrones1a and French Polynesia. - s.w. Japan to E. Australia 

Cenuopyge auranous 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Orange (brown in Sulawesi, Indonesia and Soloman Is.) 
WJth rippled bars; blackish ring around eye. Unusually shy 
species. seldom venture far from coral shel ter. Coral-ncb 
areas in 3-20m. 
West Pacific: N E SUlaweSI m Indonesia, toN. New Gwnea. 
Solomon Is and Samoa.- M1cronesJa 10 N. Great Barner Reef 

Cenuopyge ferrugatus 
SIZE: 10 10 em (4 m.) Angelfishes- Pomacanlludae 
ID: Rusty oolor With numerous brown spots; dorsal and anal 
fins edged With bnght blue. Solitary or form small groups, 
usually dose to reef crevJces. Rocky reefs and rubble m 6-30 m. 
Localized: S.W. Japan south through N. Mmdanau m 
Philippines. - Common at Okmawa. 

Disk ~shaped/Colorful 

Two-spined Angelfish· Voriolion 
ID: The amount of red-orange underoolor or thiS species is 
vanable and occasionally entuely blue. DIStiDguJSbed from 
sii'OJ!ar White-tailed Pygmy Angelfish !opposite page). 
wtucb bas a translucent to wtute tall. 

Cenuopyge loricula 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Ange1!1shes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Brilliant red to red-orange w1th about 5 black bars; blue 
markings on rear edge of dorsal and anal fins. Solitary or form 
small groups; shy. Seaward reefs and lagoons in 5-60 m. 
Central Pacific: W. New Gwnea and M1cronesia to Hawaii 
-Great Barrier Reef to French Polynesia Scattered populanons 
m West Pacific and Indonesia 

Cenuopyge shepaJdJ 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Angelf1shes - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Red-orange with narrow dark bars, rear dorsal and anal 
fins also black. Exposed outer reefs on mixed live and dead 
coral bottoms in 10-56 m. 
Localized: Manana Is. m Micronesia and Bonin Is. north 10 
Japan's Izu National Park. 
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Angelfishes 

Pygopbles dlacamhus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Angelfishes · Pomacantludae 
ID: Yellow-orange w1th 7-8 dark-edged bluiSh-white bars, 
yellow tail, dark patch around eye; blue and orange bands on 
anal hn Solitary or m pans; feed on sponges and rurucates. 
Lagoons and outer reefs to 48 m. 
lndo-Pacilic: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippmes 
and Polynesia · s.w. Japan toN. Australia and New caledonia 

Pomacantlws annulans 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Angellishes • Pomacan~hidae 
ID: Orangish brown with upward curving blue bands. tail 
white; blue nng above pectoral fin, numerous blue markings 
or head. Solitary or in pans. Coastal reefs, frequently m murky 
water, also around caves and wrecks to 60 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to lndonesta, Malaysian Pemnsula, 
Phihppmes and Solomon Is. · W. Pacific Rim to S. W. Japan 

Pomacamhus 111lperalor 
SIZE: to 38 ern (15m.) Angellishes · Pomacantludae 
ID: Vtvid alternatmg blue and yellow stripes and yellow tall; 
blue-edged black eye mask, broad blue-edged black bar 
behmd head. Solitary; make loud drumming sound when 
alarmed. Coral reefs in 6-60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippmes, 
Hawaii and French Polynesia. · s.w. Japan to N. & E. Australia. 

Pomacanthus navarchus 
SIZE: to 25 ern (10 in.) Angelfisbes • Pomacantbidae 
ID: Yellow-orange wuh blue spots and blue lips; deep blue 
broad grrdle wraps body from nape to ventral fins along 
belly and curvmg up to above base or tail. Solitary. Coral 
reefs in 3-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia toW. M1crones1a and Solomon Is. 
· Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 

Blue·ringed Angelfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·8 em (1'/• ·3 '/.tn.) 
ID: Bluish black undercolor with narrow closely-spaced pale 
blue and white bars slightly arched toward head, 2 or 3 are 
usually slightly wider and more intense, tall mainly whitish 
or clear wtthout markings. 

Emperor Angelfish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·8 ern (1'!. ·3m.) 
ID: Blue-black with striking pattern or wlllte concentric circular 
markings, tail transparent. The pattern gradually dissolves 
into adwt coloration between approximately 8-12 em. 



Pomacanthus sell1Jcircu/atus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Greenish brown with blue spotting, pale yellowish lips; 
blue margins on cheek, spine and gill cover, narrow blue 
margins on rear dorsal, an.al and tail fins. Solitary. Sheltered 
tDShore reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, New 
Guinea and Fiji.- S. W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia 

Pomacanthus sexstriatus 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) Angelfishes - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Tan with blue scale centers and 6 dark bars; head dark 
blue with white bar behind eye, blue spotting dorsal, anal 
and tail fins. Solitary or in pairs. Coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs in 3-60m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and New Guinea to 
New Caledonia. -S. W. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

Pomacanthus xanthometopon 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Yellow with large blue spots on scales forming network 
panern, blue head with yellow eye mask; large black spot 
on rear dorsal. Solitary; feed on sponges and tunicates. 
Coral-rich areas in 5-30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Philippines, New 
Guinea and Vanuatu.- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Semicircle Angelfish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-8 em (1 '/• -3 in.) 
ID: Bluish black undercolor with distinctive semicircular 
narrow blue and white markings, becoming more arched 
toward rear body. Color transformation from juvenile to 
adult usually occurs between 8-16 em. 

Six-banded Angelfish· Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-8 em (1 '/• -3 in.) 
ID: Black undercolor with 5-6 prominent white bars 
interspaced with narrower blue bars between. Juveniles 
usually begin color transformation to adult pattern between 
8-15cm. 

Chaetodontoplus septentnonahs 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Brownish orange with bold blue stripes. tail yellow. 
Uncertain status: possibly the female Blue-stripe Angelfish 
or male Orange-faced Angelfish (next!. Rock or coral reefs 
in 5-60 m. 
Asian Pacific: W. Pacific Rim including S. China, Taiwan 
and S. W. Japan. 
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Angelfishes 

Cbaetodontoplus cbzysocepbalus 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Orangish head grading to brown then black toward rear, 
tail yellow; maze of blue markings on head, blue stripes on 
body. Possible male, variant or hybrid of Blue-stripe Angelfish 
[previous]. Coral and rubble in 15-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula, N. Philippines 
and w. Pacific Rim to Sagami Bay, Japan. 

Chaetalontopius meredithi 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Blackish body, head blue (yellow-spotted in male 
[pictured!) with white bar behind; yellow breast and bright 
yellow tail; yellow blotch on nape. Solitary or in pairs. Flat 
bottoms with rocky coral patches in 6-45 m. 
Locali zed: E. Australia from Great Barrier Reef (rare) to 
Sydney area and Lord Howe I. 

Cbaetodontoplus duboulaYJ 
SIZE: to 25 em ( 10 in.) Angelfishes -Pomacanthidae 
ID: Dark blue with yellow snout; broad bar on rear head and 
forebody, yellow stripe under dorsal fin continues to include 
tail. In pairs or small groups; feed on sponges. Coastal reefs 
in 5-20 m. 
Localized: N. W. & N. E. Australia, Aru Is. in Indonesia to 
S. New Guinea . 
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ChaetOOontopJus C8ell.lloopunaatus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1: in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Gray head, body gray gradating to faded bluish brown 
with numerous small blue spo\5, yellow tail Rarely observed. 
Nothing is known about the habits and ecological preferenoes 
of this species. 
Localized: Philippines (most sightings are from Cebu I). 

IJ' 
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Chaetodontoplus personi!er 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Blackish body, blue head (yellow-spotted in male 
[pictured!) with white bar behind, orange breast, tail orange 
with black bar; blotch on nape. Flat bottoms with rocky coral 
patches in 6-30 m. 
Localized: N. W. Australia from Shark Bay toW. edge of Gulf 
of Carpentaria. 

Cbaetodontoplus conspJCillatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Gray body rimmed in black, orange face with blue eye 
nng; bluish white margin on dorsal and anal fins, band of 
orange on pectoral and tail fins. Solitary, in pairs or small 
groups. Outer reefs in 20-40 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: S. Great Barrier Reef to New South 
Wales and New Caledonia, Lord Howe and Norfolk Is. 



Chaecodonwplus melanosoma 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Light gray head and back, dark gray below, dorsal, anal 
and tail fins black with yellow margin; maze of yellow 
markmgs on snout and nape. Solitary or in pairs. Inshore and 
outer rock and coral reefs in 5-30 m. 
Asian Paci fic: Indonesia and Philippines. to S.W. Japan. 
Also Milne Bay area in S.E. Papua New Guinea. 

Chaetodonwplus mesoleucus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: PUiplish gray with white vermiculations, tail yellow or 
gray (possibly two species); white to yellowish patch behind 
bead, black eye bar. Solitary or in pairs. Coral-rich areas of 
mshore reefs r.o 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Malaysian Peninsula, Philippines, 
New Guinea to Solomon Is.- S.W. Japan and toN. Australia. 

Genicanchus bel/us 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male· Light gray; golden orange stripe along base of 
dorsal fin and another on mid-body, borders of tail blue. 
Solitary or form groups; feed on plankton above bottom. 
Outer reefs, 25 -110 m; rare above 50 m. 
Scattered Range: Philippines and scattered east Pacific Is. to 
Mariana and Marshall Is. Also SOciety Is. in French Polynesia. 

Disk-shaped/Colorful 

Chaetodoncoplus dimidiatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Angellisbes - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Light gray head and back, black below, dorsal and anal 
fins black with yellow margin, yellow tail; maze of yellow 
markings on snout and nape. Solitary or in pairs. Inshore and 
outer rock and coral reefs in 5-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines, north to S. W. Japan. 

ChaetodontopltiS baJJinae 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Angelfisbes · Pomacanthidae 
ID: White with black upper body, tail and pectoral fins yellow 
to orange, dark snout tip and triangular eye mask. Solitary or 
form small groups. Coral or rock reef in 10-80 m. 
Localized: N. New South Wales (Coffs Harbor, Ballina. 
Solitary Is.) and Lord Howe I. Generally rare, but common at 
Ball's Pyramid near Lord Howe I. 

Ornate Angelfish • Female 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
ID: Light gray; black eye bar, curved black marking from rear 
head extends length of dorsal fin, another extends diagonally 
from rear bead onto lower tail border, upper tail border black. 
blue patch from behind pectoral fin to lower body. 
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Angelfisbes 

Gem canthus caudovittatus 
SIZE: to 20 ern (8 in.) AngelfJShes - Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male- White with numerous black bars; blackened area 
on middle of dorsal fin. Solitary or in harems; feed on 
zooplankton well above bottom; capable of sex reversal. 
Outer reefs in 15-70 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea (common in the Gulf of Aqaba) and 
E. Africa, Mauritius, Maldives toN. Sumatra in Indonesia. 

GenicanthtiS melanospilos 
SIZE: to 18 ern (7 in.) AngelfJShes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male - White with numerous black bars; gold spots on 
dorsal and tail fins. In pairs or harems; feed on zooplankton 
above bottom. Outer reef slopes in 20-45 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Malay Peninsula, Philippines, New 
Guinea and Solomon Js. to FiiL • S.W. Japan to Great Banier ReeL 

Gemcanthus semicinctus 
SIZE: to 25 ern (10 in.) Angelfishes- Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male· Grayish with black bars that end above yellowish 
belly; light gray bars on chest, spotted tail. Usually form 
groups. Outer reef slopes in 10-50 m. 
Localized: S.W. PaCific at Lord Howe I. and Kermadec Is. 
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Zebra Angelfish · Female 
SIZE: to 15 ern (6 in.) 
ID: Light gray; black bar above eye, and black margins on tail. 

Bla<k·spot Angelfish - Female 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 
ID: Light gray head and lower body becoming yellow on upper 
half; black tail margins; lack bar above eye (compare female 
Zebra Angelfish !previous)). 

Half·bonded Angelfish - Female 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Brown to dark gray head and upper body, white below; 
blue patch between eyes, margins of tail dark. 



Gem canthus lamarck 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Angelfishes • Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male • White with 4 black stnpes; broad black stnpe on 
outer edge of dorsal fin; black speckles on tail. Form groups. 
Outer reefs m 10·50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, MalaysUUl Penmsula, Philippmes, 
New Gumea to Vanuatu. · S. W. Japan toN. Great Barrier ReeL 

Gerucanthus watanabe1 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Angelftshes • PomacanthJdae 
ID: Male • BluiSh head and back wtth alternating black and 
wlute stnpes on remamder of body. Usually form mixed-sex 
feedmg aggregations above reefs. Outer reefs in 12-80 m. 
Pacific: S.W. Japan to Micronesia, E. Australia and French 
Polynesia. Absent Indonesia, Philippines, New Guinea and 
SOlomon Is. 

Gerucanthus semifasCJatus 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Angel!tshes • Pomacanthidae 
ID: Male • White with numerous close-set wavy bars on 
upper body, yellow on head extends into a yellow mid-body 
stnpe; yellow spots on dorsal and tail fins. Usually form 
same-sex groups. Rock or coral reefs in 15·100 m. 
Localized: W. Pacific Rim from S. W. Japan toN. Philippines. 

Disk -shaped/Colorful 

Blackstriped Angelfish • Female 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
lD: White with 4 black stnpes, the upper is thicker and 
angles to lower margin of tall: upper margin of tali also black, 
broad black stripe on outer edge of dorsal fin. 

Pinstriped Angeffish · Female 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 w .) 
ID: Pale blu9iJf8y; short black bar above eye, black margms 
on dorsal, anal and tail fws. 

Japanese Swallow · Female 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) 
ID: Dusky brownish gray becoming white on belly; wlute bar 
with black borders behind eye: black edged swallowtail. 
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Spadefishes 

Platax teua 
SIZE: to 41 em (16m.) Spadefisbes • Eplupp1dae 
ID: Silver· dark to famt bar through eye and a second bar 
!rom front of dorsal fm to ventral fin. large dark blotch 
above rear edge of ventral fin. Usually form groups. Inshore 
and outer reefs m 3·25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Solomon Is 
• S.W. Japan to Great Barner ReeL 

Platax boersn 
SIZE: to 47 em (18 '/. m.) Spadeflshes • Ephippuiae 
ID: Yellowish silver, dark to faint bar through eye and a 
second bar from nape to ventral fins. Very similar C11cular 
Batfish [foUowmgl usually bas scattered black spots on s•des 
Form large schools. Coastal and outer reef dropo{{s m 3·30 m 
Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Indonesia, Ph1hppmes. Palau, 
New Gumea and Solomon Is. north to SW Japan 

Platax orb1culans 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 m.) Spade!JShes • E))hlppJdae 
ID: Stiver; dark to famt eye bar and a second bar from front of 
dorsal to ventral fin, usually few small black spots on sides. 
Very similar Golden Battish jpreviousj lack these spots. In 
parrs or groups. Shoreline and outer reefs in 2·35 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesl8 and 
Polynesia • S.W. Japan to N.E. Australia and New CaledonJa. 

Golden Spadefish • Juvenile 
SIZE: to 12 ern (5 in.) 

Longfin Spadefish 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) 
ID: Juvenile · Silver; 
black eye bar and 
a second bar from 
dorsaJ fm onto 
ventral fins and a 
third bar across 
rear body and fins; 
extremely elongat· 
ed dorsal , anal 
and ventraJ fi ns. 
Occasionally around 
floa tmg objects. 
Often solitary, but 
w1th mcreased size 
form groups. 

ID: Silver, dusky rear body and fins; black eye bar and a second 
bar from nape onto ventral hn; elongate, triangular-shaped 
dorsal and anal fins. Sheltered shoreline reefs. 

Grtvlar Spaclefish 
SIZE: to 8 em (3m.) 

ID: Juvenile • Brown, 
rear half of body 
darker brown; brown 
eye bar and another 
bar through pectoraJ 
and ventral fins. 
Smaller juveniles 
orange brown with 
narrow bar through 
eye. Occasionally lie 
on side, mimicking 
dead leaves. 



Platax bataVJanus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 m ) Spadefishes · Epluppadae 
ID: Silvery, black eye bar and famt broad bar from nape 
through pectOral hns; scattered dark spots often on belly; 
older adults develop hump over eye. Soiltary or form groups 
Inshore reefs m 5-40 m 
Asian Pacific: Malay Perunsula to Papua New GUUlea and 
N Australaa. 

ZabJdius novemaculeaws 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Spadefishes · Epbippadae 
ID: Silver; frunt eye bar and second faint bar through pectoral 
fins; row of pearly white spots just above lateral line; slight 
bump between eyes. Usually form groups. Inshore coral 
reefs. often m turbad water m 2 · 25 m. 
Localized: N. Austraila and S. New Guinea 

P"IIIIICite Spadelish 
SIZE: to 37 em (15m.) 
ID: large JuvenUe • 
With rnatunty a vague 
white bar appears 
on the side begiruung 
behind the pectoral 
fin ; the dorsal and 
anal fins elongate 
and become more 
pointed. 

T'll I 

Batavia Spadefish 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

ID: Jvvenle • Intricate 
pattern of black and 
wh1te bands cover 
small body and 
greally elongate 
dorsal, anal and 
ventral fins. 

Plataxpmnatus 
SIZE: to 37 em (15 m.) Spadehshes • Ephippidae 
ID: Silver; black eye bar and a second bar through pectoral 
and onto ventral fin; distinctive protruding snout. Young 
adults have a smgle wide dusky bar on rear body. Usually 
solitary. Coastal reefs and seaward slopes m2-25 m. 
West Pacifi c: Sumatra m Indonesia to Solomon Is. and 
Vanuatu. · S.W. Japan toN Austra!Ja and New Caledorua 

Pianate Spadefish 
SIZE: to 12 em (Sm.) 
ID: s.al )avenUe • 
SmaD JUVeniles black 
With brilliant orange
red margm around 
body and fms; fins 
have 
a scalloped outline; 
swim WJth an 
exager-ated mot10n; 
the smaller 
JUveniles believed 
to mimic similar· 
appearing 
flatworms. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 2 

Large Ovals 
Su geonfishes - Moorish · o - RabLi .fishes Scats 

This ID Group consists of fishes that are fairly large, thin-bodied, have a basic oval shape, and are generally 
colorful 

FAMILY: Surgeonfiahes- Acanthuridae 
5 Genera- 53 Species Included 

Typical Shape Genus Nasa Genus Nasa 

Surgeonfishes have thin, oval bodies, with relatively long continuous dorsal and anal fins, small 
pointed mouths, and crescent tails. Lateral lines are continuous and scales are not conspicuous. A spine, 
or pair of spines in a few member of genus Naso, as sharp as a surgeon's scalpel and located on each 
side of the body at the base of the tail, is the origin of this family's common name. The formidable blades, 
typically housed within fleshy body grooves, are employed when defending territories, establishing 
social dominance, or as defense against predators. The tail-base spines, formed by modified scales and 
attached posteriorly by ligaments to the spinal column, cannot be voluntarily erected. The convex 
forward-pointing blades slip slightly from their grooves each time the tail flexes. If the exposed point 
happens to snag into something, the spine extends at a right angle from the body. 

Family members are frequently seen reef inhabitants that often mix in loose aggregations. Most 
species pick algae from the bottom during the day, while others feed on detritus or consume plankton 
from the water column. 

FAMILY: Rabbitfishes- Siganidae 
Single Genus- 21 Species Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape 

These moderately sized, oval-shaped fishes have small terminal mouths, continuous lateral lines 
and venomous dorsal, ventral and anal spines, which can inflict extremely painful wounds. Their 
common name is derived from a herbaceous diet of sea grasses and algae and a ravenous appetite. 
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FAMILIES: Moorish Idol- Zanclidae & Scats- Scatophagidae 
Single Genus - Single Species 
2 Genera - 2 Species Included 

Moorish Idol Scats- Typical Shape 

The Moorish Idol is the lone species in its family. Its bold, black, white and yellow bars and a long 
filamentous dorsal fin make the thin-bodied omnivores one of the most conspicuous and easily recognizable 
Indo-Pacific reef species. Scats are a small family of bottom-feeding algae and detritus eaters that receive 
their genus name Scatophagus (feces eaters) from their occasional habit of eating human feces. 

n A G 

SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthwidae 
ID: Light gray head and forebody. dark gray behind; blue
edged elliptical orange band behind upper gill cover. Solitary 
or form groups. Over sand bottoms near reefs in 3 · 45 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Coco-Keeling Is. to Indonesia, Philippines. 
Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to 
Lord Howe I. 

SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Surgeonflshes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark to navy blue; large orange teardrop on rear body, white 
edge on gill cover, and white band at base of dorsal and anal 
fins, middle of tail orange. Solitary; territorial and aggressive. 
Surge zone to 4 m. 
Central Pacific: W. Caroline Is. in Micronesia, New Caledonia 
and Hawaii to Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia 

Orangebond Surgeonlish · Sub-adult 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 
ID: Juvene · Entirely yellow, with age they gradually develop 
an elliptical orange band behind the upper gill cover. Individual 
shown will soon transform into darker adult. 

Acanthums guttaws 
SIZE: to 29 em (12 in.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthwidae 
ID: Darkish with numerous white spots or streaks rear body: 
white bar behind eye and behind pectoral fin, yellowish 
foretail Usually form groups. Surge zone to 4 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Mauritius to Indonesia, Micronesia, Hawaii and 
French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New 
Caledonia. 
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Surgeonfishes 

Acanchuros leucopareius 
SJZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthuridae 
ID: Tan with thin dark stripes; white bar behind eye bordered 
by two dark bars. Fonn schools. Rocky, boulder-strewn areas 
of surge in 0-10 m. 
Pacific: Two separate populations. Nonh of equator: S. Japan 
and Mariana Is. to Hawaii. South of equator: New Caledonia 
to PitcaiiD Is. east of French Polynesia. 

Mimic Swgeonfish · Juvem~ 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) 
ID: Depending on area, mimic one of several Ceotropyge 
angelfishes to avoid predators. Pictured example mimicking 
Pearl-&aled Angelfish, but distinguished by lack of gill cover 
spine found on all angelfish. 

INDIA!- MIMIC SURGEON FISH Acanthurus tristis 
SJZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Gray face and tan to dark brown body; curving black band 
from chin to upper gill cover, black patch above pectoral fin 
base, white margin on tail. Usually solitary. Lagoon and outer 
reefs in 2-30 m. 
Indian Ocean: Seychelles, Chagos, Maldives, Sri Lanka and 
Andamao Sea to Bali in Indonesia. 
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r Acanthuws pyroferus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Surgeonfishes- Acantburidae 
ID: Brown; curving black band from chin to upper edge of gill 
cover; orange patch above ~oral fin base. Usually solitary. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs in 4- 60 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia to French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Mimic Surgeonlish · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) 
ID: Depending on area, mimic one of several Centropyge 
angelfishes to avoid predators. Pictured example mimicking 
Lemonpeel Angelfish, but distinguished by lack of gill cover 
spine found on all angelfish. 

Indian Ocean Mimic Surgeonfish · Juven~e 
SJZE: to 7 em (2'1• in.) 
ID: Depending on area, mimic one of several Centropyge 
angelfishes to avoid predators. Pictured example mimicking 
Eibl's Angelfish Angelfish, but distinguished by lack of gill 
cover spine found on all angelfish. 



Acanthurus nigncans 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 m.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark brown to navy blue or black, white tail with yellow 
bar; white patch below eye, white ring behind moutb, yellow 
bne at base of dorsal and anal fins, yellow tail spine. Solitary or 
form groups. Exposed reefs to 40 m 
East Indo-Pacific: Christmas I. to Indonesia, Micronesia and 
Hawaii.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 

Acanthurus )apomcus 
Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 

ID: Yellowish brown to dark blue beoomes yellow on extreme 
rear body; white patch from lips to eye; white tail. Solitary or 
form small groups. Clear lagoons and outer reef m 2-12m. 
Asian Pacific: Sulawesi in Indonesia to Philippines and S.W. 
Japan. 

ElLOY'ItlliSK )URGEONmH Acanthurus mata 
SIZE: to 50 ern (19'/• in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Slender; pale to dark bluish body with numerous blue and 
dark horizontal lines, upper lip yellowish; yellow band through 
eye. Groups feed on zooplankton. Inshore (often turbid) and 
outer reefs in 5-25 m 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia. -S.W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Large Ovals 

• 0 
SIZE: to 38 ern (15 in.) Surgeonfishes - Acanthuridae 
ID: Black head and blue body, yellow dorsal fin, white ventral 
anal and tail fins; white patch below mouth extending to 
pectoral fin. Form large feeding groups. Inshore and outer reefs 
to 25m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Sumatra and Bali in Indonesia. 

Acanthurus nigrons 
Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 

ID: Dark to pale bluish brown with numerous fine stripes; 
dark spot on rear base of dorsal and anal fins. Solitary or form 
small groups. Clear lagoons and seaward reefs to 90 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Seychelles to Indonesia, Micronesia Hawaii and 
French Polynesia, south to Great Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 45 ern (18 in.) Surgeonfishes - Acanthuridae 
ID: Bluish with numerous blue spots and wavy lines; lower 
head profile rounded (lower head profile is Dattened in most 
surgeonfishes). Solitary or form small groups; feed on 
zooplankton. Steep outer reef slopes in 20-90 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, New Caledonia 
and Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia 
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Surgeonfishes 

Acanthurus xant.hopterus 
SIZE: to 56 em (22 in.) SurgeonflShes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Blue to grayish brown. yellow to yellowish pectoral fins; 
yellow band passes through eye, frequently a white ring 
around tail base. The largest surgeonfish. Solitary or form 
groups. Sandy areas near reefs in 15· 90 m. 
IDdo· Pacific: E. Africa to Menoo. · S.W. Japan to Great Barner 
Reef and New Caledoma 

SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Surgeonflshes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Blutsh to brownish body with horizontal line markings; 
yellow stripe through eye, tail blue With numerous black 
spotS. SOlitary or form small groups. Seaward reefs m 9 -131 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawati and Lme Is. m eastern 
Central Pactfic. • SW. Japan to Great Barner Reef and Lord 
Howe L Absent most of central Pacific. 

SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthuridae 
ID: Gold undercolor With numerous black edged blue stripes 
and blUISh belly, yellow ventral fins; bright blue margins on 
most fms. Solitary; temtonal and aggresstve; tail spine 
venomous. Outer edge of reefs to 6 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesta and Polynesta. 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Acanthurus t.hompsom 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 'I• m.) SurgeonflShes · Acanthundae 
ID: Dark brown changeable to pale bluish gray, white tail base; 
may display stripe pattern: body more slender than most 
surgeonfishes. Form groups; feed on zooplankton high above the 
bottom. Seaward reef slopes and steep drop-<>ffs in 4 · 75 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Mtcronesta. Hawau and French 
Polynesta · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Acanthurus banene 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 m.) Surgeonftshes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown to yelloWish brown with yellow dorsal fin. and wlute 
bps; yellow bar behmd gill cover, round black spot behind eye. 
Solitary or in pairs. Clear seaward reefs m 6 ·50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E Afnca to Solomon Is.· S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef 

Acant.hurus niglicaudus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 m.) Surgeortfishes • Acanthundae 
ID: Pale to dark brown or gray; long black bar behind eye to 
above pectoral fin, thm streak on rear body to tail spine 
Solitary or form small groups. Usually over sand near ooral or 
rock outcrops m 3 · 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to French Polynesta.- S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef. 



SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.} Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Blue head and brownish body; arc-shaped marking 
behind head, heavy black margin encircles tail spine. Solitary 
or m pairs; often graze on algae growing on sponges. Outer 
reef areas in clear water in 10-45 m_ 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

SIZE: to 35 em (14 in-} Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Head brown without spots; body finely lined with purplish 
blue and dark olive brown stripes; orange ring around eye, 
orange border encircles tail spine, dark band behind upper gill 
cover. Form small groups. Lagoons and outer reefs to 20m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia. Philippmes and 
Great Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.} Surgeonfishes- Acanthundae 
ID: Dark blue to brown; narrow blue margins on dorsal, anal 
and tail fins, small orange spot behind eye, often display white 
ling around base of tail. Form schools: graze on algae. Lagoon 
and outer reef in 2 ·15m_ 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Large Ovals 

Acanthurus grammoptilus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.} Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown body with fine wavy blue lines; yellowish band 
through eye, black margin on tail spine, bluish cheek with 
small orange spots. Solitary or form groups. Inshore reefs in 
2-20m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Papua New Guinea and 
N. Australia. 

SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown; pale lips and pale band on chin: yellow sub-border 
on pectoral fin, white tail spine. Solitary. Near dropoffs on 
seaward clearwater reefs in 4-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Philippines and Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. 

SIZE: to 31 em (12 '1• in.} Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Brownish gray; pair of broad black streaks behind upper 
edge of gill cover, blue-edged black oval patch around tail 
spine. margin of tail white. Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Andaman Sea and Bali in Indonesia. 
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Surgeonfishes 

Acanchurus maculiceps 
Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 

ID: Black head with numerous white spots and grayish body; 
black streak behind upper edge of gill oover, black margin on 
tail spine. often a white ring around tail base. Solitary or form 
groups. Outer reefs to 15m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Andaman Sea to Micronesia and Line Is. in 
E. Central Pacific. -S.W. Japan to Samoa and Great Barrier Reef. 

Acantht1l1ls albipectoralis 
SIZE: to 33 ern (13 in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark gray to nearly black, except for white outer half of 
pectoral fin. Solitary or form small groups; feed on plankton 
high above bottom. Steep outer reef slopes in 5-20 m. 
Southwest Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and COral Sea to Tonga. 

PALETTE SURGEONFISH Paracanthurus hepatus 
SIZE: to 31 ern (12 '/• in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Brilliant blue head and body with dramatic black hook
shaped marking, yellow tail with black borders. Solitary or form 
groups. Young hide in branching oorals. Usually on clear. 
current swept outer reefs in 2-25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Samoa, New 
Caledonia and Line I. - S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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SIZE: to 21 ern (8 in.) 
ID: Brown with numerous orange spots on head; black spot 
at rear base of last dorsal and anal fin rays. Common on Indo
Pacific reefs. Form large schools; graze on algae growing on 
rocky surfaces. Inshore and outer reefs to 20m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Polynesia- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Acantht1l1ls tliostegus 
SIZE: to 26 ern (10 ''• in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: White with 5-6 black bars on head and body. Often feed 
in large groups. Usually on shallow reefs to 5 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Hawaii, 
French Polynesia and Panama. -S.W. Japan to N. & E Australia 
and Lord Howe I. 

SIZE: to 21 ern (8 in.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black, white tail spine; protruding 
snout. Solitary or form groups; feed on filamentous algae. 
Lagoons and seaward reels in 3 · 20 m. 
East Central Pacific: Line Is. to French Polynesia and east to 
Pitcairn Is. 



Zebrasoma scopas 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 111 ) Surgeonfishes • Acanthundae 
10: YeUowisb brown gradating to nearly black on the tail; 
daik brusb·hke pau:h of bnstles in front of white tall spme; 1111y 
pale blue dots or lllles on head and body. SOIJtary or form 
groups. Lagoons and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to Indonesia, Philippmes and French 
Polynesl8. • S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef and Lord Howe I 

Zebrasoma ve/Jfemm 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Wlute bars alternate with gray to brown bars, tall white to 
yeUowisb to brown without spots; greatly enlarged dorsal 
and anal fms are dark gray to brown with pale bands. SOlitary 
or form groups. Lagoon and outer reefs to 45 m. 
Pacific: IndonesJa, M1croneaia, Hawaii to French Polynesia 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef and New Caledorua. 

Zebrasoma des}aldmn 
SIZE: to 40 em (16m.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthundae 
ID. Generally gray With pattern of bars and spots on Sides. 
enlarged dorsal and anal fillS marked with pale IJnes; tail dark 
with blue spots. Jvveflile- Similar, but yellow-gold. SOIJtary or 
form groups. Lagoons and outer reefs in 3-30m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Andaman Sea and 
N. Sumatra in Indonesia. 

Brushtail Tang • Juvenile 
SIZE: 5 em (2 in.) 

Large Ovals 

ID: Forebody pale golden brown W1lh gold spots on head, rear 
body dark brown to purple; paued dark bars on body; white 
tall spine. SOlitary. Lagoons and reefs to 50 m. 

PD<ifi< Sailfin Tang • Juvenile 
SIZE: 4 · 7.5 em (1'/• · 3 in.) 
ID: Yellowish with alternating dark and pale bam, taD uanslucent; 
greatly enlarged dorsal and anal fins yellow With IJne markings. 
Solitary. Rocks and coral of lagoons and shallow proteCted reefs, 
occasionally in ttiibid water. 

Zebrasoma Oavescens 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Bnght yeUow with white teU spine; occasionally bave a 
white horizontal line along middle of body. SOlitary or form 
loose groups. Rich coral areas mlagoons and outer reef slopes 
1112·46 m. 
Northwest and Central Pacific: S.W. Japan to Mariana Is .. 
Marshall Is., Marcus I., Wake I. and Hawaii. 
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Surgeonfishes 

SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark brown with numerous orange spots on head and blue 
lines on body; may display a small black spot at rear base of 
dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups; one of most abundant reef 
fishes. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 35m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia. Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Ctenochaetus cyanocheilus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Orange-brown with blue lines on body and small pale 
yellowish spots on head, blue lips; narrow yellow ring 
around eye. Solitary or form groups; graze on algae. Lagoon 
and outer reef slopes to 35 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Samoa · S. Japan toN. Australia. 

HAWAIIAN IR!STUTOOTII Ctenochaetus hawaiJenSJs 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Dark olive-brown with numerous thin pale greenish stripes 
covering head, body, dorsal and anal fins. Solitary. Seaward 
rock and coral reefs in 10-45 m. 
Central Pacific: Palau and Mariana Is. in Micronesia to Hawaii 
and French Polynesia. 
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Lined Bristletooth ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 3· 7 em (1 · 2'1• in.) 
ID: Brilliant blue with gold stripes; blue spot at base of rear 
dorsal fin. 

Bluelipped Bristletooth • Juvenile 
SIZE: tO 6 em (2 '/, in.) 
ID: Yellow except for fine blue margins on dorsal, anal and tail 
fins (similar Yellow Tang (previous page I distinguished by 
white tan spine); only yellow ring around eye remains after 
transformation to adult form. 

Hawaftan Bristletooth ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 6 em (2 •t. in.) 
ID: Orange with dark gray· blue chevron markings. Solitary. 
Seaward rock and coral reefs in 10·45 m. 



Ctenochaetus margwatus 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'1• in.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthuridae 
ID: Head pale brown, body bluish with numerous small white 
spots; white margin on base of anal fin, fins fmely striped, 
except pectorals, which have spots. Solitary or form groups. 
Seaward reef surge zones in 2-10 m. and rarely to 40 m. 
Central Pacific: Caroline Is. in Micronesia to Line Is., French 
Polynesia and Cocos L off Central America 

Rlq .-o 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'1• in.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Orangish brown with orange spots on head and pale blue 
bnes on body; black spot at rear base of dorsal and anal fins. 
Jvve11ile- Yellow tail. Usually solitary. Rubble areas of lagoons 
and seaward reefs in 12-53 m 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. -------. 

SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthurtdae 
ID: Gray to brownish gray, can rapidly change to pattern of 
mdistinct round to vertically elliptical blotches on upper half of 
body; no hom and no dark margin on gill oover. Solitary or form 
aggregations. Outer reefs in 6-60 m. 
Pacific: Micronesia, Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia to 
Hawaii and Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia. 

Large Ovals 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown with paler lower head, outer rear portion of dorsal and 
anal fins yellow orange, white tail Solitary or form small groups. 
Coral-rich areas of lagoons and outer reef slopes in 5-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to Philippines and Palau, south 
to Vanuatu. 

Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Bluish to brownish gray, occasionally yellowish lower 
body, bluish tail; black margin on gill cover; no hom or 
bump on forehead. Usually form aggregations. Outer reef 
slopes in 15-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Papua New Guinea 
and Great Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 65 em (2 'I• ft.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Slender body; bluish gray with numerous small round 
dark gray spots; occasionally displays a large whitish patch 
around pectoral fin. Form groups; feed on zooplankton along 
steep outer reef drop-offs in 20-50 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Papua New Guinea. 
- Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Surgeonfishes - Moorish Idol 

SIZE: to 70 em (2'/• ft.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Gray to olive, tail spines blue; relauvely short forehead 
hom (does not project past mouth)_ Solitary or form groups; 
feed on leafy algae. Lagoons and on outer reefs in 1-80 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Micronesia, Hawaii 
and French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and 
Lord Howe!. 

Naso brevirostris 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown with dark spots on head and vertical rows of spots 
and lines on sides, white tail: a broad-based tapering hom on 
forehead. Usually form small groups. Lagoon and seaward reefs 
in4-46m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Galapagos Is. off Ecuador. 
• S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe L 

SIZE: to 75 em (2'/• ft.) Surgeonfishes • Acanthuridae 
ID: Brown to bluish gray gradating to yellowish lower side (can 
quickly change to pale blue); black band marking and black 
margin on gill cover. Form large schools; feed in mid·water. 
Dropoffs of seaward reefs in 15·135 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 
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Naso brachycentron 
Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 

ID: Olive gray; unusual profile gives "hump·backed" 
appearance, adult males develop long hom on forehead, 
females have only a slight bump. Often form small groups. 
Seaward reef slopes in 8-30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Society and Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan toN. Australia and Vanuatu. 

SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Surgeonfishes · Acanthuridae 
ID: Olive to brown, but capable of rapid change to pale blue· 
gray, white lips, tail darkish with white lin rays; adults have 
long tapering hom on forehead. Form small schools. Steep outer 
reef slopes in 20-60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe l 

II~<KSI'INI UHICORNr'SH Nasominor 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '!. in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Gray body pales on lower sides, blackish lips, tail spine 
and its basal plate black, pectoral and tail fins yellowish. Form 
small to large schools in mid-water. Lagoons and outer reefs 
in 12·40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, Papua 
New Guinea and Great Barrier Reef. 



Nasa thynnaides 
Surgeonfishes - Acanthuridae 

ID: Pale gray; wide yellowish stripe from eye to tail, numerous 
clark bluish gray bars on sides, irregular spots on head. Form 
groups. Lagoons and outer reefs in 2-30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Gilben 
and Solomon Is. and N. Great Barrier Reef, nonh to S.W. Japan. 

Nasa vlamingii 
SIZE: to 50 ern (20 in.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuridae 
ID: Head shades of brown , body brown to blue or gray ; blue 
lips and a blue band in front of eye, blue venicallines and spots 
on sides; can rapidly pale or darken colors and markings. 
Groups feed in mid-water along outer reef slopes in 4-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia., Polynesia and Galapagos. 
-S.W. Japan to S. Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 

SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Surgeonfishes- Acanthuridae 
ID: Brownish gray, yellowish nape, orange tail spines and 
anal fin; yellow-edged black area (rom mouth to eye, broad 
black band on dorsal fin. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoon 
and outer reefs to 70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii, Pitcairn Is. - S.W. 
Japan to S. Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Large Ovals 

ll~u'IIOSE UNICOIINFISH N8SO tu.berosus 
SIZE: to 60 ern (2 ft.) Surgeonfishes -Acanthuiidae 
ID: Gray gradating to pale yellow on lower side; large bulbous 
snout, and hump on back. Often form small groups. Seaward 
reels in 3-20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, Micronesia, Gilben 
and Solomon Is. - S.W. Japan toN. Great Barrier Reef and 
New Caledonia. 

Bignose Unicomlish • Dark Phase 
ID: Head dark brown, body brown to blue with navy blue 
venicallines and spots; blue band in front of eye and blue lips 
displayed in all phases. 

MOORISilll\01 Zane/us comutus 
SIZE: to 16 ern (6 '/• in.) Moorish Idol- Zanclidae 
ID: Three wide black and two pale yellow bars; yellow saddle 
marking on long protruding snout; long trailing dorsal fin 
filament. Solitary, in pairs or groups; feed primarily on sponges. 
Lagoons and outer reefs to 180m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii, Polynesia, 
Mexioo and Galapagos. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Rabbitfishes 

Siganus doliatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Rabbitfishes- Siganidae 
ID: Light blue to whitish with intricate pattern of lhin yellow 
and blue lines; pair of dark bands on head and forebody. May 
hybridize w1th Virgate Rabbitfish lnextj. In pairs or small 
groups. Inshore and outer reefs in 2-15 m. 
West Pacific: Sulawesi in Indonesia to Tonga. -Palau to S. Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 

Siganus puellus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) RabbitfiShes- Siganidae 
ID: Yellow with wavy broken blue lines arranged vertically on 
forebody and horizontal on rear; black bar across eye. In pairs; 
feed on tunicates and sponges. Rich coral areas in 3 -12m. 
East Indo- West Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to S. Micronesia and 
Gilbert Is.- S. China Sea and S.W. Japan to S. Great Barrier Reef 
and New Caledonia. 

Siganus lineatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Rabbitfishes- Siganidae 
ID: Pale gray with wavy orange lines, oocasionally breaking 
into SpOts; large yellow SpOt below rear base of dorsal fin. Form 
large schools. Lagoons, coastal reefs and mangroves to 25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives and Srt Lanka to Vanuatu. - Borin 
Is. inS. Japan to N.W. Australia, S. Great Barrier Reef and 
New Caledonia. 
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r; Siganus virgatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Rabbitfishes- Siganidae 
ID: Yellow upper body with pale blue SpOts, white lower body, 
tail yellow; pair of dark bands-on head and forebody. Form 
small to large groups. Usually inshore coastal reefs, often in 
turbid water to 12 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to Irian Jaya in E. lndonesia.- S.W. 
Japan and Philippines toN. Australia. 

Siganus gultatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Rabbitfishes - Siganidae 
ID: Pale gray with numerous orangish gold spots; large yellow 
spot below rear base of dorsal fin. Form small to large schools. 
Lagoons, coastal reefs and mangroves to 25 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Irian Jaya in E. 
Indonesia, north to S.W. Japan. 

Siganus javus 
SIZE: to 53 em (21 in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Pale gray with numerous bluish white spots and wavy gray 
lines, yellowish head and dorsal and anal fins; large black 
blotch on tail. Solitary or fonn small groups. Coastal reefs. 
occasionally in brackish water mangroves to 15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Vanuatu.- S. Japan and 
Philippines to N.E. Australia. 



S1ganus puelloides 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '/• in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Pale blue undercolor with close-set yellow spots; dark 
marking under chin and dark area around eye are remnants of 
a chin to eye band on juveniles.ln pairs; feed on algae. tunicates 
and sponges. Reef fiats and along dropoffs to 15 m. 
Indian Ocean: Seychelles to Maldives and Andaman Sea. 

Siganus stellatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Whitish underoolor with numerous dose-set black polygonal 
spots forming boneyoomb network; white edging on rear 
dorsal, anal and tail fins. In pairs. Lagoon and seaward reefs 
to 30 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Andarnan Sea and Bali 
m Indonesia. 

Siganus punctatissimus 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Purplish brown and with numerous close-set pale blue to 
brown spots, rear dorsal and anal fins black; deeply forked 
tail with dark edging. In pairs; feed on algae. Lagoons and 
along reef slopes in 3 ·30m. 
West Pacific: Sulawesi m Indonesia, Philippines to Fiji. · S.W. 
Japan to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

Large Ovals 

SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) 
ID: Yellow-orange undercolor with numerous blue spots; 
darkish eye bar, may display pattern of dark smudges on back. 
Juvenile· Form small schools in shallow seagrass beds; adults 
pair in ooral·rich areas to 18m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Seychelles to New Caledonia· S.W. Japan 
to S. Great Barrier Reef. 

Siganus punctatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Pale brown to blue with pattern of close-set dark-edged 
brown to orange spots; may display pale saddle on tail base. 
largedarkspotbehindgilloover. In pairs. COral areas in 1·40 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Cooos·Keeling Is. to Sumatra in Indonesia, 
Micronesia and Samoa · S.W. Japan toW. & E. Australia and 
New Caledonia 

RANDAll ·s r Siganus randalh 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Rabbltfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Brown with a oovering of bluish spots; maze-like markings 
on tail and lower rear body. Form schools. Rubble and sandy 
areas of oorallagoons and bays to 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea to Soloman Is. • Chuuk. 
Pohnpei, Kosrae and Guam in Micronesia 
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Rabbitfishes - Scats 

FOIIKT ~IL RAr BITFISH Siganus argenteus 
SIZE: to 42 em {17 in.) Rabbitfishes • Siganidae 
ID: Blue to bluish gray with numerous small yellow spots and 
lines {change to mottled pattern when resting on bottom): 
deeply forked tail. Usually form groups. Juveniles inshore. 
adults prefer outer reef slopes to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia.· S.W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 

SIZE: to 29 em (12 in.) 
ID: Greenish to yellow-brown with numerous bluish white 
spots (change to mottled pattern when resting on bottom); 
often dark spot behind upper gill opening. Form aggregations. 
Most common on seagrass flats to 4 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf to S. China Sea and Taiwan, 
south to Great Barrier Reef. 

SCRIIBltD ~ABBITFISH Siganus spinus 
SIZE: to 20 em {8 in.) Rabbitfishes · Siganidae 
ID: Whitish undercolor with labyrinth brown broken bands: 
fins pale with dark mottling. Smallest member of family. Form 
small to large schools; graze on algae. Coastal reef flats and 
outer reefs to 6 m. 
Indo-Pacific: India to Society Is. in French Polynesia· S.W.Japan 
to S. Great Barrier Reef. 
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Siganus fuscescens 
SIZE: to 32 em (12'1• in.) Rabbitfishes. Siganidae 
ID: Gray to bluish gray with numerous small gold spots: 
slightly lunate tail. Form feeding schools over grass beds at 
high tide, retreat to deeper lagoons at low tide. Costal reefs, 
inner reefs of deep lagoons and sea grass beds to 4 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Vanuatu and E. 
Micronesia · S.W. Japan toW. & E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

White-spotted Robbitfish ·Color /Marking Phose 
ID: When resting on bottom display mottled pattern of large 
brown blotches and obscure bars; also covered with numerous 
tiny pale brown spots and large whitish spots; often dark blotch 
behind upper gill opening. Forktail JpreviousJ have similar 
color/marking variations. 

Siganus vermiculatus 
SIZE: to 37 em (15 in.) Rabbitfishes · Siganidae 
ID: Bluish white undercolor with maze of wavy yellowish 
brown bands; small dark spots on tail with straight margin. 
Usually form groups. Young occur in shallow brackish areas; 
adults inhabit sheltered reefs to 15m. 
Indo-West Pacific: India to Indonesia, New Guinea and Fiji. 
· Philippines and Guam toN. Great Barrier Reef. 



Siganus unimaculatus 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 '/:in.) Rabbitfishes · Siganidae 
ID: Yellow body with elongate black blotch; white head with 
black band from protruding snout to dorsal fin, black edge on 
gill oover. Solitary or form small groups. Coral-rich areas. often 
shelter in stag hom oorals, to 30m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan and Philippines to N.W. Australian 
Shelf. 

Siganus magniiicus 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Rabbitfishes -Siganidae 
ID: White head, blackish upper body becomes pale below, 
yellow pectoral, anal and tail fins; black band from protruding 
snout to dorsal fin. In pairs. Coral-rich areas in 2-20m. 
East Indian Ocean: Andaman Sea at Sirnilan Is. and W. Thailand 

SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) 
ID: Greenish brown to silvery witb numerous brown to red· 
brown spots. Juveniles have alternating light and dark bars. 
Form aggregations. Sheltered bays, harbors and mangrove 
creeks to 5 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Indonesia, Philippines, New 
Guinea and Fiji. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Large Ovals 

FOXFACE RABBITFISH Siganus vulpinus 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 •t. in.) Rabbitfishes -Siganidae 
ID: Yellow body; white head with black band from protruding 
snout to dorsal fin, black breast marking. Solitary or form 
groups. Coral-rich areas of lagoons and outer reefs, often 
shelter in staghom oorals, to 30 m. 
West Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Gilben ls. - Taiwan to 
Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Siganus uspi 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.} Rabbitfishes · Siganidae 
ID: Chooolate·brown to rear dorsal and anal fin then abruptly 
yellow to tail, yellow pectoral fins; protruding snout. In pairs. 
Coral-rich areas of lagoons and seaward reefs to 8 m. 
Localized: Known only from New Caledonia and Fiji. 

BANDED SCAT Selenotoca multilasciata 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Scat· Scatophagidae 
ID: Silvery; black bars on back form into spots on lower body; 
sharp fin spines and small scales. Usually form groups. Estuaries, 
mangrove creeks and lower reaches of streams to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Australia and s. New Guinea to New Caledonia. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 3 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 
and Damselfishes/ Anemonefishes 

This ID Group consists of small fishes witb oval, perch-like profiles. 

FAMILY: Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
18 Genera- 193 Species Included 

~ I 
Typical Shape Genus Chromis 

These energetic little fishes are an evident part of every coral reef community. Distinctive visual 
family characteristics include a single nostril on each side of the snout, rather than the usual two, a 
continuous dorsal fin, an interrupted lateral line, and a forked or lunate tail. 

Approximately three-quarters of the 321 known species are found in the Indo-West Pacific. 
Damselfishes display remarkable diversity of habitat preference, feeding habits, and behavior. 
Coloration is quite variable, ranging from drab hues of brown, gray, and black to brilliant combinations 
of orange, yellow, and neon-blue. A number of species have juvenile stages characterized by yellow 
bodies with bright blue stripes crossing their upper heads and backs. 

The species in genera PlectroglyplJidodon, Hemiglyphidodon and Stegastes are energetic 
defenders of tiny filamentous algae plots, which they farm as their primary food source. Trespassers, 
including divers, are aggressively chased and if necessary given pesky nips. The family's plankton 
feeders include species of Chromis, Dascyllus, and Lepidozygus. Those species classified in Abudefduf, 
Ghrysiptera, Amblyglyphidodon, Neopomacentrus and Pomachromis feed on a combination of current
borne plankton, filamentous algae and benthic invertebrates. 

All darnselfishes are egg layers. Either the male or both partners clear a nest site on the bottom and 
engage in courtship displays of rapid swimming and fin extension. Males generally tum dark or display broad 
white blotches during nuptial periods. Courtship and spawning usually occurs around daybreak. 

SUBFAMILY: Anemonefishes - Pomacentridae/ Amphiprioninae 
2 Genera- 19 C:necies lncluded 

Typical Shape 
A subfamily of damselfishes (Amphiprioninae), commonly known as anemonefishes or 

clownfishes, have developed the ability to live among the stinging tentacles of large sea anemones. 
About one-third of the anemonefishes inhabit a specific host anemone. However, Clark's Anemonefish, 
the most wide-ranging member of the subfamily, inhabit all ten known host anemone species. 

Anemonefishes live in small social groups with a single large dominant female, a smaller sexually
active male and from two to four even smaller males and juveniles. With the loss of the female, the largest 
male will change sex and become the harem's new matriarch. 

Only three species exhibit a differenoe in color patterns between the sexes; and juveniles in all but three 
species resemble adults. Only the Clark's Anemonefish displays a marked differenoe in color patterns between 
geographic regions. The diet of most anemonefishes consists of current-borne zooplankton, primarily copepods 
and larval tunicates, and occasional bits of algae. 
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IENGA1 SERG£ANT Abudefduf bengalensis 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 'I• in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
!D: Whitish to pale ray with 6-7 black bars; only member of 
genus Abudefduf to have rounded tail lobes. Coastal and 
lagoon reefs to 6m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Pakistan to Great Barrier Reef, north to 
S.W. Japan. 

SCISSORTAil S£RGEAHT Abudefduf sexfasCJatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
!D: Whitish with 5 black bars; bold black borders on tail. 
Usually form groups; feed on plankton in mid-water. Coastal 
and offshore reefs to 15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Rapa I. in S. French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Australia. 

BAN DiD miGIANT Abudefduf septemfasCJattlS 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '1. in.) Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 
!D: Whitish with 6-7 dark grayish bars, upper first 2-3 bars 
often intensely dark. Form small groups. Rocky inshore reefs 
with mild to moderate surge oonditions to 3 m. 
Indo- Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is . and French Polynesia. 
- S. W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

BlACK-TAll SERGEANT Abudefduf /orenZJ 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentndae 
ID: Whitish to yellowish with 5-6 black bars; large black 
blotch on base of tail. Protected coastal areas near shore, 
frequently next to docks or breakwaters in less than 6 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sulawesi and Molucca Is. in Indonesia to 
Philippines, Papua New Guinea and SOlomon Is. 

YUlOWTAIL SlRGlANT Abudefduf notatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
!D: Gray with 5 narrow white bars (including band on tail base); 
yellow tail Usually fotrn schools, but oocasionally solitary. Rocky 
inshore reefs with moderate to strong wave action to 12 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to New Britain east of Papua New 
Guinea, north to S.W. Japan. 

llACKSl'OT SRGEAHl Abudefduf sordid us 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 'h in.) Damselfi.shes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Grayish with 5-6 wide dark gray bars and narrow white 
bars between; small black saddle marking on upper base of 
tail Usually fotrn small groups. Rocky shoreline reefs with mild 
to moderate surge to 3 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn Is. 
east of French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to E. AuStralia. 
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Damselfishes 

INDO_,A<IfiC SERGEANT Abudefduf vaigiensis 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '1> in.) Damsellishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Gray with 5 black to purple or blue bars (including bar at 
tail base); frequently with yellow back. Usually form feeding 
groups in mid-water or guard nests inside rocky crevices. 
Shoreline reefs and outer slopes to 12 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red S.ea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

----

mGHORN DAMSU Amblyglypbidodon curacao 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 '" in.) Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Pale greenish to whitish with tbree wide, dark green bars; 
mid-body may be yellow. Usually form groups. Commonly 
shelter among branches of stag hom Acropora coral on coastal 
reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 15m. 
West Pacific: Singapore to Vanuatu, Samoa and Marshall Is. 
- S.W. Japan to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

BATUHA'~ DAMSU Amblyglypbidodon batunai 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Whitish often with greenish sheen and silvery reflections 
on forehead and back, upper edge of tail base blackish and 
white ventral fins. Solitary or form groups. Sheltered within 
branches of Acropora corals, often silry reefs, in 2-10m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Philippines and 
N.W. Australia. 
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GREEN SfRGEAHT Abudefduf whitleyi 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes -Pornacentridae 
ID: Pale green to yellowish green and blue·green with 4-5 
narrow black bars; tail and ou~er edges of dorsal and anal fins 
blackish. Solitary or form groups. Outer edge of reefs and 
surge gutters to 5 m. 
Southwestern Pacifi.c: Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea and New 
Caledonia. 

TtRNATi DAMSEl 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Amb/yg/yphidodon tematensis 
Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 

ID: Whitish often with yellow hue and silvery reflections on 
forehead and back; upper edge of tail base blackish and 
yellow ventral fins. Usually form groups. Shelter within 
branching corals of protected coastal reefs to 12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, New Guinea, Palau and 
Solomon Is. 

GOLDEN DAMSEL Amb/yglypbidodon aureus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Bright yellow to gold including fins; blue markings around 
eye; long pointed rear dorsal and anal fins. Solitary or in pairs. 
Steep outer reefs slope in 12-35 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Fiji and Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia- S.W. Japan to N.W. Australia and New Caledonia. 



"HIIH£UY DAMSU Amb/yglyphidodon Jeucogaster 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Damselflshes -Pomacenttidae 
ID: Gray with pale scale centers, yellow ventral fins; black edge 
on dorsal, anal and tail fins. Fiji Varialian -Pale gray with yellow 
anal fin and lacks black margin on dorsal and anal. Lagoons 
and outer reefs in 2-45m. 
West Pacific: N. Sumatra in Indonesia to Vanuatu and Samoa. 
-S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

lt.ACK·IlHDED DtMOtSUU Amb/ypomacentrus breviceps 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselflshes- Pomacenttidae 
ID: White; dark eye bar, pair of black bars on upper half of body 
)Oined by dark margin on dorsal fin; slender body, adults have 
filaments on tail lobes; young are yellow to brown on lower 
half. Sand or silt bottoms of coastal reefs and lagoons in 2- 35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and New Guinea to 
Solomon Is. and Great Barrier Reef. 

Sll VIR·STREAK£0 DAMSEl Altnchthys azurehneatus 
SIZE: toG em (2 '!. in.) Damselflshes- Pomacenttidae 
ID: Whitish with narrow silver streak on each scale, joining to 
form narrow lines; black margin on dorsal fin and borders of 
tail. Adults in pairs; guard broods of 20-100 babies; young 
form groups. Sheltered reefs coral in 2-8 m. 
Localized: Calamian Group north of Palawan in Philippines. 

Small Ovals - DamseHishes 

GREIN DAMSEL Amblyglypludodon md!cus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes -Pomacenttidae 
ID: Green upper body gradating to gray or yellowish below; 
narrow dark borders on tail. Long considered a variation of 
White-belly Damsel, but is an undescribed speaes. Solitary or 
form small groups. Near shore and outerreefs in 5-45 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Andaman Sea 

IANGGAI OtMOISEill Amblypomacentrus clams 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacenttidae 
ID: Similar to Black-banded Demoiselle, [previous). but dark 
bars more intense and not joined by dark dorsal fin margin, 
also Jack brownish tones and no yellow on young. Usually 
form small groups. Silty sand bottoms of sheltered bays and 
harbors in 15-30 m. 
Localized: Banggai Is. off central E. Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

GUARDIAN OAMSU Altrichthys curatus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Darnselflshes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Whitish to pale green or olive; narrow silver streak on each 
scale join to form narrow Jines. Adults in pairs; guard broods 
of 20-100 babies; young form groups. Sheltered reefs in 2-10m. 
Localized: Calamian Group and Cuyo Is. north of Palawan 
in Philippines. 
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Damselfishes 

SKUNK AHEMONEfiSH Amphiprion akallopJsos 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Damselfishes · Pomacentndae 
ID: Pinlnsh orange: wh1te m1d·dorsal stripe from head (but 
not lip) to tail. Can be d1stmgu1shed from similar Orange 
Anemonefish [next] by Jocauon. Live with Magnificant and 
Menens' Anemones m 3-25m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Afnca to Sumatra. Java and Bali m lndonesJa 

ID: Pink to orange; narrow white head bar, and white dorsal 
stripe from between eyes to tall. LIVe with 4 anemone species 
but most commonly with the Magnificent Anemone on reefs 
in 3-20 m. 
West Pacific: Indones18 to Marshall Is. in E. Micrones1a- S.W. 
Japan to N.W. Ausuaha and New Caledonia. 

AmphJpnon cbJysopterus 
SIZE: 17 em (6 'I• m.) Damselfisbes - Pomacentndae 
ID: Brown to nearly black: prur of wlllte or pale blwsh bars, 
second bar narrow: dorsal and pectoral fins yellow-orange, tail 
white, ventral and anal !ms yeUow-orange except black m 
Melanesia. Live With 6 anemone speoes to 20m. 
West and Central Pacific: Palau m Micronesia, New Gwnea, 
Great Barrier Reef, Flj1 and French Polynesia. 
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ORAMGE AI1EMONEfiSH Amphipnon sandaracmos 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Orange; wlute mid-dorsal stripe runnmg from at least mid· 
snout and often lip to tail. Live most commonly With Menen's 
Anemone m 3-20 rn. · 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and W Australia to Solomon Is., 
nonh to s. w. Japan. 

SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) DamseU1shes - Pomacentridae 
ro: Orange to light brown; broad white patch on forehead 
tapers toward dorsal fin and smaUer patch at IDld·dorsal fin; 
smgle, usuaUy discontinuous bar behind eye. Live with 
Leathery, Magnificent and Menen's Anemones in 2-12 m. 
Localized: N. Papua New Guinea and Solomon Is. 

SIZE: to 13 ern (5 in.) 
ID: Enurely black to dark brown or w1th vanable amounts of 
yeUow orange; three white or pale blu1sh bars. Smnlar 
Maunuan and SeycbeUes Anemoneftsh d1St1Dgu1shed by 
locauon. Lagoons and outer reefs m 3-40 rn. 
Localized: MarshaU Is. m Micronesia 



GARK'S AN£MONEFISH Amphipnon clarkil 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Damsellishes · Pomacentridae 
!D: Black to entirely orange with pair of white or pale blwsb 
bars, second bar wide; tail white or yellow, usually with abrupt 
boundary if body dark; other fins variably black to yellow
orange. Live with 10 anemone species to 55 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Persian Gulf to Micronesia, New Caledonia 
and Fiji. · S.W. Japan toN. Australia (rare). 

TOMATO ANEMON£ASH AmphJpnon !Jenatus 
SIZE: to 6 ern (2 '/• in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
!D: Male· Orange to reel with a smgle white or pale bluish head 
bar; male considerably smaller than female. Live wuh Bulb· 
Tentacle Anemone on reefs to 12m. 
Localized: S. China Sea, Malaysian Peninsula, Kalimantan 
(Borneo) and W. Indonesia. north to S.W. Japan. 

RED ANO llA<l ANUAONEFISH Amphiprion melanopus 
SIZE: to 13 ern (5 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
!D: Reddish orange WJth variable amounts of black on sides; a 
white to pale bluish bar on head. Young are overall reddish 
orange with 2·3 narrow white bars. Live with 3 anemone 
species in lagoons and outer reefs to 10m. 
Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to Marshall Is., Ftji and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia. · Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 

Small Ovals - Damsellishes 

darit's Anemonefish ·Orange Variation 
ID: Exhibit variable amounts of yellow-orange. Some are 
entirely pale, others, such as the form shown, have a dark 
patch on rear body. Coloration is influenced by the host 
anemone species. 

Tomato Anemonelish - Female 
SIZE: to 14 ern (5 '1: in.) 
lD: Primarily black on sides With red snout, brest, belly and fins; 
white or pale blue head bar. Similar to Northwestern Austra.ltan 
Anemonefish !following] and Black and Reel Anemonefish I next] 
distinguished by location. Juneno1e- 2 · 3 white bars. 

Red and Bla<k Anemonefish - Variation 
!D: Entuely red-orange variation with white head bar oocurs in 
Fiji and French Polynesia and sporadically among populations 
of those with black on sides. Coral Sea populations often lack 
the head bar. Similar Tomato anemonefish male ]previous] 
distinguished by location. 
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Damselfishes 

"' "~~ 
SIZE: 10 12 an (5 m.) Damselfishes -PomacenUldae 
ID: Dark brown 10 bladl wnb whitish snout and tail; white head 
bar does not cross over head Lagooos and rocky shoreline reefs 
Live most commonly With Bulb-Tentacle Anemone m 2-45m. 
Localized: Lord Howe and Norfolk Is. 

SIZE: 10 12 em (5 in.) 
ID: Varying amounts of black to dark brown and yellow· 
orange; white head bar and broad somewhat forward slanung 
rrud-body bar; white edging on black tail Usually w1th 
Haddon's Anemone on sandy botlOms m 2-35m 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a and N. Ausuaha to Solomon Is , 
nonh to S W Japan. 

Amplupnon Jazezonazus 
SIZE: 10 14 em (5 ·t- m.} Damselfishes- PomaoenUldae 
ID: Dark brown to black w1th wide pyramid-shaped white 
area covenng most of s1de; white bar on head and across t.aJl 
base. Live most commonly with Leathery Anemone on rocky 
and inshore reefs in 10-45 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: S. Queensland, Australia, N. New South 
Wales and Lord Howe I. 
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ID: L1ght to dark brown: pau of white or pale blwsh bars. 
head bar often constricted 9r dJSCOntrnuous across top of 
bead. Live with at least 6 anemone spec1es m 3· 25m. 
Southwestern Pacific: Great Barner Reef. Coral Sea. New 
Caledorua and Loyalty Is 

SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/ in.} Oamsellishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Varying amounts of black to dark brown and yellow
orange; white head bar and broad somewhat forward 
slanting mid-body bar; all or some yellow on tail Usually With 
Haddon's Anemone on sand bottoms m 2-25m 
lndian Ocean: Arabian Sea 10 Sumatra and Java m lndonesa 

Amplupnon epluppwm 
SIZE: 10 12 em (5 Ill.) Damselfisbes • Pomaoentndae 
ID: Red 10 reddish orange With vanable amount of black on rear 
body (no bars); young ennrely red-orange exoept a white head 
bar. Live most commonly w1th Bulb-Tentacle Anemone on 
shoreline reefs in 2-15 m. 
East lndian Ocean: Andaman Sea to Sumatra and Java in 
tndones1a. 



10"' 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 I 111.) DamselfJShes- Pomaoenmdae 
ID: Orange wnh 3 wlute bars, mtddle bar has forward-proJectlllg 
bulge; variable amounts of black edgmg on bars and ftns. 
Shoreline reefs to 15 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to N.W Australia, 
CentrallndonesJa and Pluhppines Rare black variaoon around 
Darwin. Austraha: brown variaoon elsewhere. 

SIZE: 10 12 em (5111.) 
ID: Red to orange wtth vanable amounts of black on head and 
body; wlute or pale blUISh head bar (m larger females often 
narrow wtth poorly defined edges). Sunilar Tomato and Black 
and Red Anemonefish I previous I dastmguished by location. 
Live With Bull>tentade Anemone on reefs to 8 m 
Localized: W. AUStralia and the Northern Temtory. 

Spinedteek Anemonefish • Female 
SIZE: 10 16 em (6 '1•111.) 
ID: Several times larger than male Dusky red wtth 3 narrow 
wlute or gray bars; ftns are same color as body. 

Small Ovals - D selfishes 

SIZE: 109em(3'f 111.) 
ID: Orangewnh 3 wlute bars, rmddle bar bas~ 
bulge; variable amounts of black edgmg on bars and fins. 
Sullllar False Clown Jpreviousj dist111gwshed by locaoon. Live 
wtth 3 anemone species to 15m. 
West Pacific: N. New Gwnea, Solomon Is .. Great Barner Reef 
10Vanuatu 

SIZE: to 8 em (3m.) Darnselfashes • Pornaoenmdae 
ID: Malt· Brilliant red to brownish red wtth 3 narrow wlute 10 
gray bars; pau of long sp111es on cheek Live in Bull>tentade 
Anemone to 18m. 
Asian Pacific: IndonesJa and Philippu1es to New Guinea, N. Great 
Barner Reef and Vanuatu. 

'fj 11-DAmEL 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Cheiloprion lab1atus 
Damselfishes • Pornaoentndae 

ID: Brown; large swollen lips. Solitary or loose groups. 
Associated With branctung AClOJX)ra corals on wtuch they feed. 
Sheltered shoreline reefs to 3 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Solomon Is. and 
Vanuatu. - Philipp111es to AUStralia. 
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Damselfishes 

CROSS'S DAMSEL Neoglypbidodon crossi 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark chocolate brown; golden iris. Solitary or loose groups. 
Rocky shorelines and sheltered coral reefs of bays and lagoons 
in 2·12 m. 
Localized: Komodo, Flores, Sulawesi, Moluoca Is. and W. Irian 
Jaya in Indonesia. 

YELLOWTAIL DAMsn Neoglyp!JJdodon nigrons 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentriclae 
ID: Brown gradating to yellow on rear body, tail and adjacent 
fins; dark bar on gill cover, black spot on upper pectoral fin 
base. Solitary or form loose groups. Passes and on outer reef 
slopes in 2 · 23 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Great Barrier Reef, 
Coral Sea and Vanuatu, north to Palau and S.W. Japan. 

Neoglyphidodon carlsom 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Head and body charcoal gray with black scale outlines. 
Juveniles· Similar, but with thin blue streak along back. Solitary. 
Near entrances of caves and ledges; difficult to detect among 
shadows. Fringing reefs and lee side of platform reefs in 1-5m. 
Localized: Known only from Fiji. 
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Cross's Domsel · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·5 em (1 '12 • 2 in.) 
ID: Bright red·orange head, upper body and fins, pale mauve 
lower body; neon· blue stripe extending from snout to rear 
base of dorsal fin. At a length of about 4 • 6 em body gradually 
darkens to adult coloration. 

Yellowtail Damsel- Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4 em (1 '/• · 1 'I• in.) 
ID: Yellow with pair of black stnpes from snout to rear dorsal 
fin base and eye to tail; black spot on upper pectoral fin base. 

O<ULATlD DAMSEL Neoglyphidodon bonaJJg 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Darnselfishes • Pomacentndae 
ID: Dark brown; blue ocellated spot on mid-dorsal fin base and 
a second below last dorsal rays; large adults sometimes lose 
these spots. Among rocks and corals of shorelin.e reefs, often 
in turbid conditions to 20 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka and Andaman Sea to Sumatra. 
Java and Komodo I. in Indonesia. 



ILACK DAMSEL 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Neoglypludodon me/as 
Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 

ID: Jet black; no dJstinctive markings. Similar Javanese 
Damsel [next[ has paler coloration. Solitary. Shoreline reefs, 
lagoons and outer slopes, usually in areas with abundant soft 
oorals to 12m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Vanuatu. -S.W. 
Japan toN. Australia. 

JAVANB£ DAMSU Neoglyphidodon oxyodon 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/• in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Gray with black scale outlines and blackish fins. Similar 
Black Damsel [previous[ has darker ooloration. Solitary or form 
loose groups. Sheltered shoreline reefs, lagoons and reef flats 
to 4m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Ashmore Reef 
(Timor Sea). 

MULTISPINE DAMSEl Neoglyphidodon polyacanthus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1• in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Adult gray-brown with yellowish pectoral fins; sub-adult 
(pictured) blue with dark scale outlines; yellow belly. Solitary 
or form groups. Coral and rocky reefs in 2 · 30 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: S. Great Barner Reef. New Caledonia, 
Lord Howe and Norfolk Is. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Black Damsel · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4 em (1 '1• -1 '1• in.) 
ID: Pale blue with stripe of yellow from snout to rear daiSal fin: 
blue ventral and anal fins with black frontal rnaigin; thin yellow 
borders on tail. Once thought to be separate species until 
intermediates were disoovered. 

Javanese Damsel • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 '/•-2 in.) 
ID: Thin black body; neon-blue lines on head, middle of dorsal 
fin and upper tail base; white to yellow bar near mid-body. 

Multispine Damsel· Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4 em (1 '1• -1 '1• in.) 
ID: Bright yellow; neon-blue line oonnectmg snout with blue 
ocellated spot on middle of dorsal fin. a second smaller blue 
ocellated spot at base of last dorsal rays. Solitary or form 
groups. Coral and rocky reefs in 2-30m. 
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Damselfishes 

SIZE: 10 10 em (4 m.) 
ID: W!eno Variatioft - Blue-gyay; three brown bars on head Wlth 
wlute between, dark spot on upper pectoral fm base. Solitary 
or form loose groups. Sheltered reef slopes and deeper lagoons 
m 15-45m 
Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea and Solomon Is. 

Barhead Damsel - Western Variation 
SIZE: 10 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Dark gray gradating 10 nearly black rear body; dark brown 
head bars with wlute between; black spot on pectoral fin base. 
Solitary or loose groups. Sheltered reef slopes and deeper 
lagoons m 15-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Palau. 

Plectroglyphldodon }Ohnstomanus 
SIZE: 10 9 em (3'1> m.) Damselfishes • Pomacentndae 
ID: Yellowish tan, head often With blUish hue; broad, black bar 
across rear body. Solitary or form loose groups. Often 
assoc1ated With Acropora and PocilJopora branclung corals m 
passages and outer reef slopes in 2-12m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa 10 Hawaii and PitcaJm Is., east of French 
Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 
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ll«heod Damsel • Eastern Juvenile 
SIZE: 34 em (1'/.-1 / m.) 
ID: Pale mauve Wlth yellow ventral and anal fins; three orange 
bars on head, blue oceDated spot on dorsal fin base, dark spot 
on upper peaoraJ fin base. Generally stay closer 10 bottom than 
adults. Sheltered reef slopes and deeper lagoons in 15-45 m. 

Barheod Damsel- Western Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·4 em (1 'I•· 1 'I: m.) 
ID: Whitish forebody, dark rear body, yellow ventral fins ; 
three yellowish brown bars on head, blue oceUated spot on 
dorsal fin base. Generally stay closer 10 bottom than adults. 
Sheltered reef slopes and deeper lagoons m 15-45 m. 

Johnston Damsel - Pale Variation 
ID: Pale yellowish tan body and blUish head; lacks charactensbc 
dark bar across rear body. ApparenUy a color variant that is 
relauvely rare and found among normal populations. 



PHOENIX DAMSEL PlecuoglypbJdodon phoe/lJXensJS 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown With white tail; four narrow wlute to yellowish bars 
and black bar on tail base; may display pale ocellated spot on 
rear dorsal fin. Solitary or form loose groups. Rocky shores and 
reef flats exposed to vigorous wave action to 8 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to S.W. Japan to Johnston!, Line Is. and 
French Polynesia. 

IRIGHTEYE DAMSfl P/ectroglyphidodon imparipennis 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'lz in.) Damsellishes- Pomacenmdae 
ID: Light blue-gray (nearly white). tail base and tail often 
yellow. nape and fore-back may be dusky; black bar across 
middle of eye, iris silvery. Wave-swept shallows to 3m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn Is. east of French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

'VIIIliiAHD D.MSEL PlectroglypbJdodon leucozonus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown with white bar across mid-body; rear edge of gill 
oover often dark, black spot on upper pectoral fin base. Solitary 
or form loose groups. Rocky shores and reef flats exposed to 
wave action tO 4 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and Pitcairn 
Is. east of French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

BIACKBAR DAMSEL Plectrog/ypllJdodoo cbciCll 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Damselfishes - Pnmaamtri<lae 
ID: Tan with fine dark scale margins, white rear body and tail, 
pectoral fins have yellow hue; a narrow black bar across rear 
body. Solitary or form loose groups. Coral-rich areas of lagoons 
and outer reefs to 12m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Lme Is. and French PoiynesJa-S.W 
Japan to Australia. 

JEWEL DAMru Plecr.roglyphidodon Iacrymatus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Darnselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown with black scale margins. often gradating to tan or 
whitish on rear body and tail; small blue spots scattered on 
head and body. Solitary or form loose groups. Lagoons and 
outer reefs in 2-12m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Marshall Is. in Micronesia and French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to E. Australia 

lAGOON OAMi£l HemJglyphldodon p/agiometopon 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown; head occasionally pale gradating to dark rear body; 
no distinctive markings. • Farm • algae; aggressive toward 
intruders. Sheltered shoreline reels and lagoons often in areas 
of silting and turbid water to 20 m. 
East Indo ·Asian Pacific: Andaman sea. Indonesia, Philippines. 
New Guinea, Solomon Is. and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Damselfishes 

SU"c• DE 'OISUU C/uySJpcera brownnggn 
SIZE: to 8.5 an (3'1• m.) Damselfishes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Yellow to yellow-orange; bright neon-blue smpe extends 
from snout to below rear dorsal fin, 2 blue and black spotS on 
upper base of ta!l. Solitary or form groups. Outer reef flats and 
surge channels to 12 m 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to F'lJI and French PolynesJa - S. W. Japan 
to New Caledonia 

ONESPOT OEMOISnLE ChrysJptera ummacu/aca 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Usually pale brown to gray forebody with dark rear body, 
occasionally enurely dark. yellowish pectoral fins; usually dark 
blotch or spot on rear dorsal fin. Solitary or form small groups. 
Wave-exposed reef flats to 2m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to FJJL -S W Japan 
to Australia and the Coral Sea. 

IWWNE D~OISEW ChrysJprera caeruleohneat.1 
SIZE: to 5.5 an (2 '/ m.) Damselfishes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Pale yellow to orange often With pwpiJsh tmts, bnght neon
blue smpe from snout to rear dorsal fin. scattered blue spots 
on head Usually form small groups. Rubble and rock 
outcroppmgs on steep outer slopes in 30- 65 m. 
West Pacific: Rowley Shoals, 260 km west of N.W. Australia to 
Samoa, north to S.W. Japan. 
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Surge DemoiseUe - Brown Voriation 
ID: Dark brown: usually With wlute bar on nud-body and 
another at base of tall, yellowiSh patch or bar on gill cover. 
BasiS for two vartauons. blue-backed Oeucopomus) and brown 
(amabilis) is unknown and IS apparently not related to size. 
geographic locaoon or hab1tat as the two occas1onally nux. 

Onespot Demoiselle - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4 an (1 '/• -1 '1: in.) 
ID: Yellowish; neon-blue stnpe on upper head; blue-ringed 
black ovate spot below nud -dorsal fin; dark spot or spot at rear 
dorsal fin. Solitary or form loose groups. Shallow reef flats and 
shoreline reefs exposed to nuld surge to 2 m. 

Blueline Demoilelle- Rowley Shoals Variation 
SIZE: to 5.5 an (2'1• m.) 

ID: Dark purplish blue, neon-blue stnpe from snout to mid
back; yellow base of tail, ad)llcent fins and taJI Usually on steep 
slopes below 40 m. 
Localized: Rowley Shoals, 260 km west of N.W. Australia. 



ROLLAND'S DEMOISELLE Chrysiptera rollandl 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Damselfisbes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Variable, but most commonly dark bluish upper head and 
back to mid-body, below bluish gray; all varieties have long 
white ventral fins. Protected shoreline reefs, lagoons and outer 
slopes in 2-35m. 
East Indo · Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Coral Sea. north to 
Philippines. 

KING DEMOISEllE Chrys1ptera rex 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Upper head and forebody variable from grayish blue to 
yellow, remainder of body and fins yellowish, ventral fms 
translucent; often tiny blue speckles on head and body. Solitary 
or form groups. Surge channels and outer reefs to 6 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. · S.W. Japan to 
Coral Sea. 

TAl!OT'S DEMOISElli C!Jiysiptera ralboti 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '1> m.) DamselfJShes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Commonly pale mauve but variable (black in Fiji); bright 
yellow area from snout to back, black spot on middle of dorsal 
fin. Solitary or form small groups. Shoreline reefs. lagoons and 
outer slopes in 6·35 m 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Coral Sea and Fiji, 
north to Philippines. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Rolland's Demoiselle- East Coral Sea Variation 
ID: Yellow snout and nape, wide black diagonal area from 
lower head to base of front dorsal fm and white behind; long 
white ventral fins. 
Localized: E. Coral Sea mcluding Vanuatu and New Caledonia. 

YEllOW CROWN DEMOISElli ChrysJpterasp. 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Light gray to whitish with translucent ventral fins ; broad 
yellow wash from snout to mid-back. Solitary or form loose 
groups. Reef tops and surge charmels of fringing and offshore 
reefs in 2·8 m. A recently discovered undescribed speoes. 
Localized: N. Sulawesi in Indonesia including Togean and 
Banggai Is. 

BLEEKER'S DEMOISElLE Chryslptera bleeken 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Blue to purple body with yellow upper head, foreback and 
dorsal fin; ventral fins often yellow. Similar Yellowfin Damsel 
[below[ distinguished by location. Solitary or form loose groups 
close to bottom Sheltered shoreline reefs in 3 -12 m. 
Locallzed: Komodo L to Irian Jaya in E. Indonesia and Phitiwines. 
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Damselfishes 

YEtlOWFIH OEMOIS£UE Cleysiptera llaVJpinnis 
SIZE: 10 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Blue with yellow mid-dorsal stripe running from snout to 
tail, belly; anal and ventral fins yellowish 10 whitish. Similar 
Bleekets Damsel]above] distinguished by location. Rubble and 
dead coral outcroppings in sandy areas in 3-38m. 
Asian Pacific: S.E. Paupa New Guinea, Great Barner Reef and 
Coral Sea 10 Vanuatu. 

SOUTH SEAS DEVIL Chrys1ptera taupou 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes - Pornacentridae 
ID: Blue with a few scattered small white spots; pale patch on 
upper tail base, yellow 10 translucent dorsal, ventral, anal and 
tail fins. belly yellow or white. Female· I pictured] Have black 
spot below rear dorsal fin. Solitary or groups. Lagoons and outer 
reefs to 5 rn. 
West Pacific: N. Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to Samoa. 

GOlDTAit D£MOISEUE Chrysiptera parasema 
SIZE: 10 6 em (2'/: m.) Damselfishes -Pornacentridae 
ID: Brilliant blue head to rear body then yellow including 
adjacent tail and ventral fins. Similar Azure Demoiselle ]next] 
distinguished by yellow belly. Form groups. Shelter within 
branching corals of protecter reefs to 16 m. 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia, Sulawesi in Indonesia. Philippines 
10 E. Papua New and Solomon fs. 
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STARCK'S DEMOISELU Chrysiptera stare/a 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'1. in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Deep blue with broad zone of yellow from snoUL 10 upper 
foreback and most of dorsal fiq, tail translucent yellow, blue 
ventral fins. Solitary or form groups. Rocky outcroppings and 
crevices and sand channels on outer slopes in 25 ·52 m. 
West Pacific: Coral Sea to Fiji, north to S.W. Japan and Taiwan. 

South Seas Oevil- Variation 
ID: The amount of yellow on the fins of this species is highly 
variable. This female variation from Fiji. 

AZURE DlMOlSEW Chrysiptera !Jemicyanea 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 •;, m.) Darnselflshes - Pornacentridae 
ID: Brilliant blue over most of head and body, yellow lower body, 
ventraL anal and tail fins. Similar Goldtail Demoiselle [previous] 
distinguished by blue belly. Form small groups. Shelter witbin 
coral brancbes of seaward reefs and lagoons in 3 · 20 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia Shelf reefs and Moluoca Is. to W.lrian 
Jaya in Indonesia 



llUE DEVM. Ch!ysipcera cyanea 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Mole · Blue with blue dorsal fin and scattered yellow to 
white spots, bright yellow-orange tail (except in some 
Indonesian localities), lips and ventral fins often yellowish. 
Lagoons and sheltered shoreline reels to 10 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Marshall Is. in E. Micronesia and 
Solomon Is. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

TRACEY'S DEM"O!Stlll ChiySJpcera traceyJ 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '1> in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark purplish gray, pale yelloWISh tail base, ventral fins 
blackish; ovate black blotch at base or middle of dorsal fin. Solitary 
or !onn small groups. Lagoons and outer reefs in 5 -30 m. 
Northwestern Pacific: Micronesia and Philippines. 

MI\N£ UY DiMOISill£ CJ1l}'siptera cymatilis 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '1• in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentndae 
ID: Brilliant blue with lighter blue spotting on head and breast; 
"mask" !rom snout to eye, black spot or blotch at base of rear 
dorsal fin. Fonn small groups. Shelter within branching corals 
of protected seaward reefs and lagoons in 3-20 m. 
Localized: Milne Bay Province, E. Papua New Guinea. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Blue Devil • Female 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 
ID: Blue; small black spot at base of rear part of dorsal fin; 
black band from snout to eye (also present on males). Fiji 
variation has white to yellowish belly, ventral, anal and tail fins. 

SPaiNG£R'S D£M01Sfll£ Cllrys1pcera spnngen 
SIZE: to 6 em (2'/, in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Brilliant blue occasiOnally intennixed With black speckling. 
Similar Milne Bay and Sinclair's Demoiselle (next( 
distinguished by location. Fonn small groups. Shelter within 
branching corals of protected reefs and lagoons in 5 · 30 m. 
Localized: Komodo I. to Sulawesi and Irian Jaya in Indonesia 
and Philippines. ,....-........,...-

SINClAIR'S DEMOISEUi Chrysiptera smclaHi 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• m.) Darnselfishes • Pomaoentridae 
ID: Brilliant blue with blue streaks and small blotches on lower 
head and breast. Fonn small groups. Shelter with branching 
corals of protected seaward reels and lagoons to 15m. 
Localized: Bismarck Archipelago, Papua New Guinea from 
Manus I. toN. Solomon Is. 
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Damselfishes 

GRAY DEMOISELLE Chrysiptera glauca 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Pale gray with bluish tint and occasional yellow-olive hue 
on upper hall of head and body. Usually form aggregations. 
Reef flats and near-shore shallows exposed to wave action, 
to 2m. 
Indo · Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and Pitcairn Is. east of French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

BLUESPOT DEMOISEllE Chrystptera oxycephala 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 irt) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Yellowish gray with numerotts tiny blue spots; dttsky 
"mask" from upper lip to eye. Juvent1e • Blue head and upper 
body, grayish to yellowish below. Form small to large groups. 
Sheltered shoreline reefs and lagoons in rich coral areas to 16m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines . Palau and Papua New 
Guinea. 

KUITER'S DEMOISEllE Chrystptera kuiten 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '12 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: White with 3 black bars: 1) on mid-head; 2) forebody 
behind ventral fins; 3) rear body behind anal fin, ventral fins 
white. Solitary or in pairs. Flat or sloping sand bottoms around 
rock or coral outcroppings in 15 -30 m. 
Localized: Sn Lanka and N. Bali. Indonesia. 

76 

Gray Demoiselle· Juvenile 
SIZE: 3· 4.5 em (1 'I• -1'1• in.) 
ID: Sky blue; neon-blue stripe from snout to front of dorsal fin. 
Inhabit wave-swept shallows i.J+cluding tidal pools. 

TWOSPOT DEMOISIW Chrysiptera biocellata 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark grayish brown with pale tail; white mid-body bar. 
Juvenile · Primarily yellow with blue lines on forehead and upper 
side and pair of black spots on dorsal fin. Rubble and rock 
outcroppings in lagoons and shore reefs to 5 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa and Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia· S.W. Japan toN. W. Australia and New Caledonia 

THRUBAND DEMOISEllf ClJfl!siptera tricmcta 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '12 in.) Darnselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: White with 3 black bars: 1) on mid-head; 2) forebody 
extending onto rear hall of ventral fin; 3) rear body extending 
onto rear hall of anal fin, ventral fin half black half white. 
Solitary or in pairs. Sand bottoms around rock or coral 
outcroppings in 10 · 38 m. 
West Pacific: S. Japan to Coral Sea, Fiji and Samoa. 



YHLOW·TAIL(D DAS<YllUS Dascyllus flavicaudus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• m.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Medium brown to dark brown, rear dorsal and tail fins 
slightly yeUow to transparent; black spot on upper pectoral fin 
base. Form groups near coral heads or anemones in 3-40m. 
Eastern Central Pacific: Society, Tuamotu and Rapa Is. in 
French Polynesia, also Pitcairn Is. 

Three-spot Dos<yllus - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 ' /•- 2 in.) 

ID: Black with large white spot on forehead and another on 
middle of upper back (both white spots gradually reduced m 
size With increased growth); occasionally a suffusion of yellow 
or orange on head and breast. Often near and m anemones, 
mixing With anemonefishes. 

HUMBUG DASCYUUS Dascyllus aruanus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentndae 
ID: White with 3 black bars, black ventral fin; large white spot 
between eyes. Form groups: shelter among branching corals 
when threatened. inshore and lagoon reefs to 12m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and E. French 
Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

THREE-SPOT DASCYUUS Dascyllusmmaculatus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5'h in.) Damselfishes- Prnnaamtridae 
ID: Gray with black scale edges, fins dark except rear dorsal; 
occasionally a suffusion of yellow or orange on head andbmast. 
Usually form groups. Coral and rocky reefs to 55 m. 
Indo-Pacifi c: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia (absent Hawaii and Marquesas Is.) 

ORANG£f1N OASCYUUS Dascyllus aunpmrus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Bnght orange ventral, anal, and tail fins, and yellow orange 
hue on lower body. Usually form groups near anemones. Coral 
and rocky reefs m 3-45 m. 
Localized: Line and Phoenix Is. in Central Pacific. 

IIJCI!·TAilED DASCYUUS Dascy/lus melanuros 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes -Pomacentrldae 
ID: White with 3 black bars; large white spot between eyes 
extends to lips; black rear half of tail Form groups; shelter 
within branching corals when threatened. Inshore and 
lagoon reefs to 12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines toN. Great Barrier Reef 
and Coral Sea, also E. Caroline Is. in Micronesia. 
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Damselfishes 

INDIAN DASCYLLUS DascyJlus cameus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• m.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Tan head, white body with diffuse black bar between; 
broad black margin on dorsal fin Form groups; shelter within 
branching corals when threatened. Inshore and outer reefs 
m5-35m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Afnca to Andaman Sea and Java Sea m 
Indonesia. 

WHITlDAMm DischJscodus perspJCillatus 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 'I• in.) Darnselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: White; highly var1able markmgs mclude 2 or 3 black to 
dusky spots, saddles or bars on forehead, rrud-back and rear 
back. Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and inshore reefs with 
sand, silt and seagrass bottoms to 10 IIL 

East Indo-West Pacific: Andarnan Sea to N.W. Australia, Great 
Banier Reef and Vanuatu, north to Palau and Philippines. 

SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Darnselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: White with broad brown area on upper head and forebody; 
dark brown patch on belly; large pale spots on gill cover. 
Solitary. Lagoon and inshore coral reefs to 10 IIL 

Asian Pacific: fndonesia to Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea, 
north to S.W. Japan. 
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IETI<UI..mD OASCYLWS DascyJlus reticulatus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: White to tan With diffuse black bar behind head, often rear 
body and tail dusky; usually s,mall blue spots on head; black 
margin on dorsal fin. Shelter within branching corals on inshore 
and outer reefs to 50 IIL 

fndo -Pacific: Cooos-Keehng Is. to Indonesia, Samoa and Line Is. 
in eastern Central Pacific.· s.w. Japan to N.W. and E. Australia. 

White Damsel ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 '/•·2 in.) 
ID: YelloWish white with pair of black bars behind head and 
on mid-body; ventral fins yellow. Rocky outcroppings in sandy 
or weedy areas. 

SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Darnselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Golden brown with wide white bar on mid-body and white 
tail ; black blotch below front dorsal fin. Solitary or form loose 
groups. Lagoon and inshore reefs with sand and silt bottoms 
to 12 IlL 

East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andantan Sea to Great Barrier Reef 
and Coral Sea, north to Philippines. 



PAUSPOT D..MSEL D1schistodus chrysopoeCJlus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Damselfishes · Pornacentridae 
ID: Dark brown; pale bar across nape, yellowish line and spots 
on bead; white spot on middle of upper back. Nest-guarding 
males (shown here) display light gray head, forebody and tail. 
SOlitary or fonn loose groups to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippmes to Palau, New Gumea 
and SOlomon Is. 

I IONAIIO! DAMSEL DJsclllszodus pseudochrysopoecilus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 'I• in.) Darnsellishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark brown (almost black) with blue streak on each scale; 
blue lines and spots on bead, wlute spot on middle of upper 
back. Coral thickets mterspersed w1th open sand or dead 
coral to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, New Guinea, Great 
Barrier Reef and Coral Sea. 

SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Darnselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Pale with dark bar through eye; wide brown body bar. 
Shoreline and lagoon reefs with silt and sand bottoms to 8 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Palespot Damsel· Juven~e 
SIZE: 3·5 em (1 '/•·2 in.) 
ID: Dark brown with pair of white bars ending near mid-body; 
ocellated spot on middle of dorsal fin, blue to yellow sneaks and 
spots on cheek and gill cover. Sand and silt bottoms of sbellered 
reefs m sea grass or arowtd rocky outcroppings to 5 m. 

Monarch Damsel • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·5 em (1 '/•·2 in.) 
ID: Brown With pale blue streak on each scale; pair of white 
bars on side extends to belly; large pale ocellated spot on 
middle of dorsal fin ; blue streaks and spots on cheek and 
gill cover. 

SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Damselfisbes • Pomacerundae 
ID: White with five brown bars; often yellowish. upper head 
and back. Coral or rock outcroppings on sh.eltered shoreline 
reefs with silt and sand bottoms to 8 m. 
Localized: N.W. Cape, W. Austraha to Gulf of Carpentaria, 
Queensland. 
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Damselfishes 

SIZE: 10 9 an (3 I m.) 
ID: Brown wnh blui.sb area on breast and lower head; no 
markings except a prommem black spot covermg pectOral 
fm base. Soln.ary or form groups. Rocky shore or outer reefs 
m 3·56 m 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Hawail and Pltcalm Is. • M1crones1a 
to Great Barner Reef and New Caledonia. 

WEST AUSTRAUAN CHAOMIS Chrom1s wesuwscrahs 
SIZE: 10 10 em (4 ln.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown: dark borders on l.ail; black spot at base or pectoral 
hn, fine blue margin on dorsal, anal and tail fins, 
dtstmgwshed from sllllllar Yellow-spotted Chroffi!S [prev1ousj 
by locauon Usually form aggregations. someumes m the 
hundreds Coral or rocky reefs m 2 · 75 m. 
Localized: West Austraha from North West Cape south 10 Albany 

SIZE: 10 10 an (4 tn.) 
ID: Gray-brown with bluish lower pan.s; small black spot 
on upper pectoral fin base. may have small yellow spots on 
body. Solitary or form groups. Commonly on steep outer reel 
slopes m 18·95 m. 
Pacific: lndonesJa, Plulippmes. New Gumea 10 French Polynes1a. 
· Micronesia to N.W. and N.E. Australia and New Caledorua. 
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ru.OW·SPOTTtD <HRO,IIIS 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 ID.) 

Chrorrus navomaculata 
Damselfishes · Pomacentndae 

ID: Gray to brown; prolDIDent black spot covermg pectoral fin 
base; yellow 10 pale yellow SJ:~Qt at rear base of dorsal fin. fine 
blue margins on fins. Form large schools. Coastal reefs. 
lagoons and outer slopes m 6·40 m 
Asian Pacific: Two populauons • S.W. Japan to Phi!Jppmes; 
E. Australia and Coral sea. 

PEARLSPOT CHROMIS Chrorrus notaca 
SIZE: to 16 em (6'/• ln.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark gray to brown; white spot at rear base of dorsal 
fin, (distmguished from s1m1lar Smokey Chromis [following 
page[ by body colorauon) large black spot on pectoral fm 
base. Usually form groups. Coastal and offshore rocky reefs 
or scanered coral areas m 2 ·15 m 
Localized: Islands from Truwan 10 s Japan. 

SIZE: 10 18 em (7 m.) Damselfishes • Pomacentndae 
ID: Brown with pale scale centers; whitish rear margins of 
dorsal, anal and tail fins. Solitary or form groups. Steep slopes 
and rocky bonoms, mamly on offshore reefs. m 3 ·56 m. 
Localized: Islands of S. and S.W. Japan. 



PHILII'PINES CHROMIS Chromis scotochiloptera 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Golden brown gradating to bluish gray on lower body; 
black margin on front of anal fin and borders of tail. Usually 
form groups. Upper edge of drop-offs in 5-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a and Philippines. 

T£RNAH CHROMIS Chrorms tematenSJs 
SIZE: to 7 em (2•/, in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown with slivery white to bluish lower parts; black 
borders on tail. Indian Ocean vanation has yellow hue on back. 
Large schools in areas of Acropora corals in 2-15m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa.-s.w. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

BWE-GREEN CHROMIS 
SIZE: to 8 ern (3m.) 

Chromis viridis 
Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 

ID: Blue to pale green with no markings. Form large schools 
above coral thickets. Coastal reefs and lagoons in 2- 20 m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas and 
Society Is. in French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

AMBON CHROMIS Chrorms am.ba!netlSIS 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Darnselfishes - Polll8N!mndae 
ID: Light gray-brown; orange spot on upper pectoral fin base; 
dark borders on rear dorsal and anal fins and tail. Solitary or 
loose groups. Lagoons and outer reefs in 5·65 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Cocos· Keeling Is. to Indonesia, 
Samoa and Mariana Is. in N. Micronesia. 

SMOKY CHROMIS Chrorms fumea 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) DamselfJShes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Golden brown upper head and body, blue to gray below; 
white spot rear base of dorsal fin, broad dark borders on tail, 
black spot on pectoral fin base. Form mid-water feedmg 
aggregations over rock or coral reefs in 3·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula, Komodo I. in Indonesia. 
W. and E. Australia.- S.W. Japan to New Zealand. 

BLACK·AXIl CHROMIS ChromiS atripecteralis 
SIZE: to 10 ern (4m.) Darnselfishes • Pomacentnctae 
ID: Blue to pale green; black spot on axil of pectoral fin. 
Form large schools; feed in mid-water above ooral thickets. 
Lagoons and outer reefs in 2 -15 m. 
Indo · Pacific: Mascarene and Seychelles fs. to Pitcairn Is. 
east of French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef 
and Lord Howe I. 
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Damselfishes 

YEUOW·AXII. <HROMIS C/Jrorrus xanthoc/Jira 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• in.) Damselfishes - Pornacentridae 
ID: Bluish to greenish or olive with dark scale margins; blackish 
borders on tail, yellow blotch at base of pectoral fin. SOlitary 
or form groups. Outer reef slopes in 10-48 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippmes to SOlomon Is. and 
Great Barner Reef. 

MAlAYAN <HROMJS C/Jrorrus flaVJpeccoralis 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) Damselfishes - Pornacentridae 
ID: Golden brown with white rear body including tail and rear 
dorsal and anal fins, white ventral fin, yellow-orange base of 
pectoral fin. SOlitary or form loose aggregations. Shoreline reefs 
and seaward reef slopes in 2·16 rn 
Indian Ocean: Maldives and Andaman Sea to Java Sea in 
Indonesia. 

PACIFIC HALF·AHD-HAU CHROMIS Chromis iomelas 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark brown to black head and forebody, white rear body 
and tail. Distinguished from Indian Half-and-Half Chromis 
[next! by location. Solitary or form groups. Outer reef areas in 
3-35m. 
SOuthwestern Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to Fiji. 
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DARI<FIN <HROMIS 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) 

Chrorrus atnpes 
Darnselfishes · Pomacentridae 

ID: Light brown with dark edge on anal and rear dorsal fin; 
small dark spot on upper pe~ral fin base. Solitary or form 
loose aggregations. Steep outer reef slopes and deeper 
patch reefs in 10· 35 m. 
West Pacific: lndonesJa to Marshall Is. and Gilbert Is. · S.W. 
Japan to N.W. and N.E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

OVATE CHROMIS Chrorrus ovatifonnes 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'lz in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Light yellow-brown with white tail including base; rear 
dorsal and anal fins whitish or clear; a small black spot on 
upper pectoral fin base. SOlitary or form small scattered 
groups. Outer reefs on ooral or rocky bottoms in 10· 40 rn 
Asian Pacific: N. Kalimantan (Borneo) m Indonesia and 
Philippines to Izu Is. in S.W. Japan. 

______ ........, __ 

IKDIAN HALF-AND-HAlF CHIIOMIS Chrorrus dimidiata 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1• in.) Darnselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark brown to black head and forebody, white rear body 
and tail. Distinguished from Pacific Half-and-Half Cbromis 
[previous] by location. Solitary or form groups. Cornmon near 
shore and on seaward reef slopes in 2-20m. 
lndian Ocean: Red Sea, E. Africa and Christmas I. to Sumatra 
and Java in lndonesia 



BlUHlll CHROMIS ChromJS caudah's 
SIZE: 10 9 em (3 'I• in.) Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark gray 10 brown with wlute tail including base, rear 
dorsal and anal fins whitish or clear; blue spot covering 
pectoral fin base. Solitary or form small groups. Steep outer 
reef slopes in 20-50 m 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. 

II COLOR CHROMIS Chrol111s marganllfer 
SIZE: 10 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark brown 10 black with white rear body including tail and 
rear dorsal and anal fins ; black spot covers pectoral fin base. 
Solitary or form groups. Coastal and offshore reefs in 2-20 m 
Indo· Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Micronesia, Line Is. and 
E. French Polynesia · S.W. Japan 10 N.W. and N.E. Australia 
and New Caledonia. 

PALHAIL CHROMIS ChromJS xantb!IJa 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark charcoal-gray 10 blackish with white tail including 
base, but not rear dorsal and anal fins. Usually form groups. 
Outer reef slopes in 3-40m. 
Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Indonesia, Line Is. and 
Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan 10 N.W. and 
N.E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

STOUT·BOOY CKROMIS 
SIZE: 10 16 em (6 '/• in.) Darnselfishes · Pomaoemndae 
ID: Brown with darker spot on each scale, white rear body 
including tail and rear dorsal and anal fins; pearly stripe below 
eye. Groups usually swim well above bottom. Outer coral and 
rocky reefs in 6-30 m. 
Localized: Three populations: Mauritius and Reunion Is. in 
W. Indian Ocean; Taiwan and S.W. Japan; Coral Sea and Fiji. 

MIDGET CHROMIS Chromis acares 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) Damselfish -Pomacentridae 
ID: Blue-gray to light purple; yellow area from eye 10 pectoral 
fin, black rear anal fin, and broad yellow borders on tail Form 
aggregations above coral heads. Clear lagoons and channels 
and exposed seaward reefs in 2-37 m. 
West and Central Pacific: Mariana Is. in Micronesia 10 Hawaii, 
Vanuatu and Society Is. in French Polynesia 

Pale-tail Chromis • Juvem1e 
SIZE: 3·6 em (1 '1•· 2 'h in.) 
ID: Slate-gray to bright blue with yellow dorsal and anal fins 
and borders of tail. Often shelter in soft corals. 
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Damselfishes 

DEEP R££f CHROMIS Chronus delta 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 ·t. m.) Damselfishes • Pomacenmdae 
ID: Gray; wlute band around base of tail, tail pale to translucent. 
black spot oovers pectOral fin base. Solitary or form smaD groups. 
Sleep outer reef slopes m 10.80 m. 
West Pacific: IndoneSia to Fiji.· Taiwan toN. Great Barner Reef. 

ALLEN'S <HROMIS Pomacentrus allem 
SIZE: to 8 em (3ln.) DarnselfiShes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Cinnanon-brown; white band around tail base, pale tail. 
Prominent black spot covers pectoral fin base. Solitary or form 
groups. COral reefs and shorelines in 11· 30 m. 
Localized: Truwan to Bonm Is south of Japan. 

GRHN CHROMIS Chronus cme1ascens 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Damselfishes · Pomacentndae 
ID: Dusky gray-green With yellow tintS on lower forebody, 
ventral fins white. Nest-guarding fish sometlDles white With 
large Irregular brown botches. Form large schools. Silty coastal 
reefs in 3·15 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to N.W. Australia, north to 
Hong Kong. 
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WHm·TAIL£0 CHROMIS Chronus leuCU£a 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 ·/ m.) Damselhshes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark blue gray With yellow venual fins and wtute tail; 
black edge marking extends trom rear dorsal fin to rear anal 
fm. black spot covers pectoral fm base. SOht.ary or form small 
groups. Around deep boulders or scattered coral in 16·119 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maunuus and Reumon Is. toN. Sumatra m 
Indonesia, S.W. Japan, Hawaii and French Polynesia. 

TWINSPOT CHROMIS Chromis ele18e 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• m.) Darnselfisbes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown; two white spotS, one each at base of rear dorsal 
and anal fin rays. Form small groups. Caves, ledges and black 
coral ttucketS. usually on steep slopes in 12 · 70 m. 
Indo · West Pacific: MaldiVes to Fiji and Guam in Micronesm. 
• Tarwan to Ausuaha. 

SCAlY CHROMIS 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Chromis lepJdolep!s 
Damselfishes- Pomacentndae 

ID: Gray to brown; dark ups on tail fin lobes, and dark 
blotch middle edge of anal fin, black tips on dorsal fin rays. 
Usually form groups. Shorelme reefs, lagoons and outer 
slopes in 2 · 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Line Is. in eastern Central 
Pacific.-S.W. Japan to N.W. Ausuaha and New Caledoma. 



LINED CHROMIS 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Chromis lineata 
Damselfishes -Pomacentridae 

ID: Yellowish brown undercolor with blue scale rows fonning 
stripes on body: fine blue margins on dorsal, anal and ventral 
fins. Usually form groups or aggregations above outer reef 
slopes in 2-10m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Christmas l to Indonesia and Solomon Is. 
· Pbilippines to Great Barrier Reef. 

YEllOW CHROMIS ChJoDJJS analis 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfisbes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Bright yellow to brownish yellow with bright yellow fins. 
Dusky band at base of dorsal fin. Solitary or form large groups. 
Steep outer reef slopes and rocky bottoms in 10-70 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Australia and Fiji.-S.W. Japan and 
Mariana Is. in Micronesia to New Caledonia 

OOUBLE8AR CHROMIS Cbromis opercularis 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 'I• in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Charcoal-gray with pale scale centers; narrow black bar 
on gill cover, and broad black bar from rear upper comer of 
gill cover to pectoral fin base. Form groups. Outer reef slopes 
in 10·40m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Andaman Sea and Seribu Is. of! 
Java, Indonesia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

VANDERBILT'S <HROMIS 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '" in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Yellowish brown undercolor with blue scale rows tonrung 
stripes on body: lower border of tail and anal fin black. 
Usually form aggregations above prominent coral heads on 
exposed seaward reefs in 2·20 m. 
Pacific: N.W. Australia to Hawaii and French Polynesia. · S.W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Yellow Chromis • Phose 
ID: OccasiOnally display whitish blotches. 

WEBfR'S CHROMIS ChJOIDJS weben 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown with dark margins on scales; daik brown bar on giD 
cover, and another from upper edge of giD oover to pectoral fin 
base; black tips on tail lobes. Coastal and outer reefs in 3 ·25m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and Pitcairn 
Is. east of French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia and 
New Caledonia. 
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Damselfishes 

BARRIER REEF <HROMIS Chrolllls mtida 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'1• m.) DamselfJShes -Pomacentridae 
ID: White; black bordered brown "skull-cap" runs from snout 
10 lllld-dorsal fin. black borders on tall and anal fin. Usually form 
groups. Lagoons and outer reefs m ooral areas m 5-25 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: Cenual and S Great Barrier Reef. south 
10 Sydney and Lord Howe L 

SIZE: t.O 13 em (5 m.) 

ID: VLSUaiiD nearly unposslble due t.O lughly vanable color and 
markings depending on geograpluc location. SuniJar m shape 
t.O Cllromis darnselfishes, but much larger than most. Usually 
m paus. Shoreline, lagoon and outer reefs to 65 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Ph1lippmes toN. Australia and 
SOlomon Is. 

Spiny Chromi.s • Vcwiotion 
ID: With over 15 different color and marking variation, 
sometimes separated by only 20-30 lan. pos1tive ID can only be 
established by dorsal fin spines, 17 instead of the 12-14 in other 
Chrorrus. This variation is one of several at Great Barrier Reef. 
Localized: N. Fergusson Land Goodenough I. m theN. Great 
Barrier Reef and Paupa New Gumea. 
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BtACKBAR CHROMIS ChronlJS retrofascJata 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) Darnselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Yellow!sh tan Wlth wlutiSh tall; dark band above eye, black 
bar across rear edge of body. Solitary or form groups. Stay near 
bottom of lagoons and on outer reefs in 5-65 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines t.0 Great Barner Reef 
and Fiji 

Spiny Chronis· VCI'iotion 
ID: One of only a few fish speaes laclwlg a pelagJc larval stage. 
wluch acoounts for the localiZed range of many vanauons 
Although all vartauons appear t.O be physically idenucal (except 
for color/markmgs) recent DNA testing reveals that several 
species may makeup the Spmy Chromis Complex. 
Localized: N. Coral Sea off N.E. Australia 

Spiny Chronis • VCI'iotion 
ID: Pairs guard bab1es as well as eggs. Two large adults 
tending many young can be a clue t.O identilication. 
Localized: Hardman Lin Mili1e Bay Province, Papua New Guinea 



Spiny Chromis - Variation 
ID: This entirely dark variation and similar forms are 
widespread throughout the Philippines and Indonesia. 
Localized: N.W. shelf offW. Australia. 

Pomachromis guamensis 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Grayish head and belly, light blue-green body gradating 
to yellow rear body and tail; a small black spot on upper 
pectoral fin base. Feed in groups on plankton 1-2 m. above 
bottom. Exposed seaward reefs in 3-33 m. 
Localized: Mariana Is. in Micronesia. 

OliHESE OEMDISRU Neopomacentms bankieri 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) Darnselfishes- Pomaoentridae 
ID: Gray with yellow rear dorsal and tail fins: small black spot 
on upper pectoral fin base. Form schools. Coral and rock 
outcroppings or debris on sand and silt bottoms in 3-12 m. 
Asian Pacific: South China, Java Seas and Great Barrier Reef. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

FUSiliER DAMSEL Lepidozygus tapeinosoma 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 1/: in.) Darnselfishes- Pomaoentridae 
ID: Elongate body; greenish brown to yellowish upper body, 
bluish to pink below; usually a yellow spot at base of last dorsal 
fin rays. Form feeding aggregations high above bottom. Often 
in areas of strong current in 5-25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and E. French Polynesia. -
S. W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea. 

RICHARDSON'S RUF-oAMSU Pomach!omis nchardsoni 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 'I• in.) Darnselfishes - Pomaoentridae 
ID: Light brown upper bead gradating to light blue-gray 
with dark scale margins on upper body; black streak on 
upper tail base, black tail borders. Form groups. Exposed 
reefs in 10-20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Rewlion and Mawitius Is. to New Caledonia, 
Fiji and Samoa. -Taiwan and S.W. Japan to Great Banier Reef. 

YEllOWTAIL DtMOJSEllE Neopomacentrus azysron 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Darnselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Blue-gray with yellow rear dorsal and tail fins; dark "ear" 
spot, black spot on upper pectoral lin base. Form schools. 
Deeper surge channels or near ledges to 12 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Melanesia Islands (absent Fiji). 
-Taiwan to Australia. 
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Damselfishes 

SIZE: to 8 an (3 m.) 
ID: Blue-qray With yeUow rear dorsal, anal and tall fms; small 
dark "ear" spot, and another on upper pectoral fm base. blue 
dot on each scale of tall base. Silty inshore reefs and lagoons 
to 10m. 
Asian Pacific: Indones1a, Pluhppines, Palau, New Gumea, 
Solomon Is. and Vanuatu. 

RtGAl DEMOISEUI Neopomacemrus cyanomos 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1• in.) Damselfishes -Pomaoentrldae 
ID: Dark brown, rear dorsal fin yellow with yellow or wlute spol 
a1 base, rear uul yellowish; black "ear" spot. Form groups. 
More common on sheltered inshore reefs, bm also found on 
outer reefs m 5 -18 m. 
Indo-West Asian: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Vanuatu -S.W 
Japan to Austraha. 

SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) 
ID: Brown With dark scale margins and yellow tall With dark 
borders: yellow edge on rear edge of dorsal and anal fms. Form 
small groups. Mangroves, lower reaches of freshwater streams 
and bays w1th freshwater discharge to 3 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and New Gwnea. 
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VIOUT Dti\OISEW Neopomacentrus VJO!ascens 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1 m.) Darnselfishes -Pomaoentndae 
ID: Brown With yellow tali and rear dorsal fin: large black 
"ear" spot, and another at base of pectoral fin. Inshore reefs 
on soft bottoms around coral or rock outcroppings, wharf 
plimgs and wreckage m 5-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Plullppmes, New Gwnea, Solomon Is. 
and Vanuatu. 

Regal DemoiseUe ·H. Sumatran Variation 
ID: Similar to typical variation, bullacks yellow markings and 
upper lobe of tail is white. Sheltered mshore reefs around large 
coral formations or wreckage. 
Localized: Northern tip of Sumatra. 

SIZE: to 8 an (3 m.) Damselfl.shes - Pomaoentndae 
ID: Gray-brown, rear dorsal and tall hns abruptly clear: 
narrow blue margin on most fins. Soft bottoms of lagoons and 
inshore reefs also around coral and rock outcroppings or 
wreckage in 5 -12 m. 
East Indo- Asian Pacific: Andaman SeatoN. Australia and 
Coral Sea, nonh to Philippines. 



Neopomacenrrus aquadulCJS 
SIZE: t.o tO em (4 m.) Damselfishes · Pomacentndae 
ID: Charcoal-gray, l!ns (except pectOrals) have hne blue 
margms, pectOral hn base dark; broadly rounded tail lobes 
Nupual males display wlute margm on tail lobes Fonn small 
groups. Tldal reaches or freshwater streams t.o 2 m 
Localized: S.E Papua New Gumea from Morobe coast to 
Milne Bay 

AMBONDAMSU Pomacenrrus ambomens1s 
SIZE: t.o tO em (4 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentndae 
ID: Body color vanable according t.o locality but most commonly 
yellow; pale pink t.o blue blotches and markl!lgs on lower head 
Juvenile • Black spot on rear dorsal fin persists on adults m 
Andaman Sea. Sandy areas 1n 2 · 40 m. 
East Indo· West Paciflc: Andaman Sea to Fiji and Marshall is. 
in Mlcronesm. • S.W Japan t.o Australia 

Pomacenrrus albunaculus 
SIZE: t.o 9 em (3 '/, !D.) Damselfishes • Pomacentndae 
ID: Gray t.o brown With dark scaJe outlines; wlute saddle on 
upper tail base. Solitary or Conn groups. Rocky outcropp~ngs 
and debris of sandy IDShoreareas in 10-20 m. 
Localized: Reliably known only from the Madang reg~on of 
Papua New Guinea. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

COUH'S DAMSEL Pomacenrrus oo/mJ 
SIZE: t.o 9 em (3 'f. in.) Darnselfisbes • Pnmaamrridae 
ID: Gray With darker scaJe outlines and large white patCh oo 
upper rear body extending ont.o dorsal fin. Sohtary or fam loose 
groups. Shoreline reefs and lagoons 1n I 0 • t 8 m. 
Localized: S.E. Papua New Guinea from Port Moresby to 
Milne Bay 

SPOnED·CHElK DAMSElFISH Pomacentrus spilotoceps 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Reddish brown to purplish gray; dark "ear" spot, black 
spot on upper pectOral base, pale orange t.o pinkish blue SJlOIS 
on gill cover, and sometimes with yellow belly m Marshall 
Islands. Solitary or loose groups. Sheltered reefs in 2· 15 m. 
West Pacific: Tonga and FIJI, north t.o Marshall Is. 

SIZE: t.o 8 em (3 in.) Damselfisbes • Pomac e ID •lae 

ID: Brown with darker scaJe margiDS; blue ms wnh Ibm mner 
yellow ring. J""etile • ReddiSh unge on back a.od blue-edged 
black spot on dorsaJ f'tn. Solitary or form groups. Rock or 
boulder-strewn shorelines t.o 5 m. 
Localized: Known only from Komodo l, lndooesia. 
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DamseHishes 

IROWN DAMSEL Pomacentrus op1slhoscigma 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damsel!ishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: E. Hew Guinea Variation · Color variable from dark brown to 
yellowish tan; most consistent identification feature on all 
variations is small dark wedge-shaped mark on upper 
pectOral fin base. Solitary. Turbid shores with coral in 3 ·12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippmes and New Guinea. This variation 
from Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea. 

Brown Domsel· Philippine Variation 
ID: Purplish brown with whitish tail; wedge-shape mark is 
extended to form bar across entire pectoral lin base. 
Localized: Calamian Is. north of Palawan, Philippines. 

Burrough's Damsel · E. Sulawesi Variation 
ID: Same as typical variation, except lack pale blotch on base 
of rear dorsal fin. 
Localized: Togean and Banggai Is. off E. Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
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Brown Damsel · W. New Guinea Variation 
ID: Brown; whitish blotch on rear dorsal fin, small wedge
shaped dark mark on upper pectOral fin base. 
Localized: Misool 1.. Irian Jaya, Indonesia. 

dURROUGH'S DAMSEL Pomacemms bUIJoug/JJ 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Reddish brown: pale yellow blotch on base of rear dorsal 
fin, black "ear" spot. Solitary or form loose groups. Sheltered 
shoreline and lagoon reefs, usually in silty areas in 2 ·16 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java in Indonesia to New Guinea and Solomon 
Is., north to Palau and Philippines. 

Burrough's Domsel · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4.5 em (1'/•·1 'I• in.) 
ID: Dark gray, nearly black with royal blue spots on bead and 
scare streaks on back, tail pale to translucent; ocellated spot on 
rear dorsal fin. 



COLOMBO DAM!Il Pomacentms proteus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Damselflshes- Pomacentndae 
ID: YellOWlSh brown With blue spots or Sl!eaks on most scales: 
blue line markings from snout to foreback, a blue-edged black 
spot on rear dorsal lin. Soluary or form loose groups. Silty 
shorelines on DUXed rubble and coral reefs m 2-10 m. 
Indian Ocean: Sn Lanka and Andaman Sea 

SIZE: to9cm(3 'h m.) Damselfi.shes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Gray With dark scale outllnes, !me blue margms on most 
fins. Sohtary or form loose groups. Mamly shoreline reefs With 
dead coral. rubble or weeds to 6 m. 
Localized: W. and N. Australia from Perth area to Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

Pomacenm1s anmllatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• m .) Darnselhshes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Purplish brown with whitish tail, and yellowish pectoral fin; 
ocellated spot on rear dorsal. black "ear" spot. Solitary or form 
small groups. Sheltered shoreline reefs in silty areas with 
scattered corals in 8-12 m. 
Localized: N. Kahmantan (Borneo) m lndonesl8 and Philippmes. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Colombo Damsel - Juvenne 
SIZE: 3·6 em (1 '/. • 2 '/ m.) 
ID: Blue on head and back gradatlllg to yellow below. oeoo
blue line markings on upper head and blue spowng below. 
black spot edged in neon· blue on rear dorsal lin. Dlstillgu.ilbed 
from similar Millier's Damsel juvenile (below) by location. 

MiUer' s Damsel - Juvenile 
SIZE:3-4.5cm (l /• -l '/lll.) 

ID: BluiSh upper head and back gradatlllg to yellow below 
neon-blue lines on upper head. and blue spotnng below, black 
spot edged in blue on rear dorsal fin. Distinguished from 
similar Colo.mbo Damsel juvenile Iabove) by location. 

El Pomarenaus poly:;pnus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselfisbes -Pomlll"•aidae 
ID: Gray with dark scale outlines, blue lines on snout and 
forehead. ocellated spot on rear dorsal fin and may display 
small black "ear" spot. Solitary or form groups. Shoreline 
and lagoon reefs in 3-10m. 
Localized: E. Andaman Sea 
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Damselfishes 

BWE DAMSEL Pomacentrus pavo 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Light blue to light green with vertical dark streaks on 
scales, rear tail yellowish; scattered blue spotS on head, black 
"ear" spot. Form groups. Shoreline and lagoon reef coral 
patches surrounded by sand to 16 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia and French Polynes1a. 
• Taiwan to E. Australia. 

NEON DAMSEl Pomacentrus coelestis 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/, in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
lD: Neon-blue with yellow to whitish (most common) to clear 
anal and tail fins. Usually form groups. Rubble areas to 12m. 
Indo· Pacific: Sri Lanka and Andaman Sea to Line Is. and 
French Polynesia, north to S.W. Japan. 

SIMWDAMSfl Pomacentrus similis 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Damselfishes · Pomaoentridae 
ID: Deep blue (generally lacking brightness of other neon-blue 
damsels), pale yellowish tail and blackish ventral fins. Solitary 
or form groups. Rubble or sand and silt areas around rock 
outcroppings or debris to I 5 m. 
East Indian Ooean: Sri Lanka and Andaman Sea. 
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Blue Damsel· Andamon Sea Variation 
ID: Both variations can vary between light blue to light green 
(green variation pictured): this variation distinguished by dark 
rruu;gin on dorsal and anal fins : ~ther markings san1e as typical 
vanauon. 
Localized: Andaman Sea in E. Indian Ocean. 

ANDAMAN DAMSEl PomacentruS alleni 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Neon·blue with yellow anal fin: blackstreak along lower 
edge of tail. Usually in groups. Rubble and dead reef areas, 
both near shore and on outer slopes in 3·15 m. 
East Indian Ooean: Andaman Sea and Indian Ocean coasts of 
Sumatra and Java in Indonesia 

GOLOBEUY DAMSU Pomacentrus auriventris 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'/• in.) DamseUishes · Pomaoentridae 
lD: Neon-blue head and upper body, yellow lower and rear 
body, anal and tail fins. Solitary or form groups; often mix with 
Neon Damsels [previous). Mainly on rubble slopes in 2·15 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Chlistn1as I. toW. Bali and E. Kalimantan 
(Borneo) in Indonesia and Caroline Is. in E. Micronesia. 



MUDDY DAMSEL Pomacentrus limosus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Pale gray (nearly white) with scattered blue spots on head 
and blue streak on most body scales; black tips on dorsal 
spines. Solitary or form loose groups. Coastal and offshore 
reefs, usually in turbid silty areas in 6-12 m. 
Localized: Kimberley coast of far N.W. Australia. 

SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Darnselfishes -Pomacentridae 
ID: Light blue-gray (nearly white) with blue spot or streak on 
scales of upper forebody. Solitary or form loose groups. Mainly 
offshore coral reefs in 5-30 m. 
Localized: E. Andaman Sea andSeribu Is. in Java Sea. Indonesia 

lWINSPOT DAMSEL Pomacentrus gemmospilus 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Light blue-gray with darker scale ouUines; blue spots and 
blotches on cheek and gill cover. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sheltered shoreline reefs and lagoons on sloping silty bottoms 
arouod coral and rock outcroppings in 3 -15 m. 
Localized: N. Kalimantan (Borneo) and Palawan Province. 
Philippines. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

AUSTRALIAN DAMSEL 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Darnselfisbes -Pnrnaammdae 
ID: Bluish gray upper head and back, remainder bgb1 gi8Y 10 
white; vertical blue streak on scales of back. Large Adlllts are 
blue on upper body and white below. Solitary or form groups. 
Coral rock outcroppings in sand or rubble areas in 5-35 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef to Sydney, Australia 

REID'S DAMSEL Pomacentrus reufi 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/dn.) Darnselfisbes - Pomacentndae 
ID: Light gray; blue spots and streaks on cheek and gill oover. 
pale blue streak on each body scale, small black spot on upper 
pectoral fin base. Solitary and form groups. Outer reef slopes 
and deep lagoons in 12 -70 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Palau and New Guinea 
to Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea. 

Twinspot Damsel- Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4.5 em (1 '/•-1 '/• in.) 
ID: Light blue-gray with pair of ooellated SJXKS, cce oo rear 
dorsal fin and another across upper tail base. 
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Damselfishes 

I'RINCf5S DAMSH Pomacemrus vawh 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselfishes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Blue w1th yellow-orange area on upper head and back; blue 
lines extends from snout onto back and dorsal fin, ocellated 
spot rear dorsal fin, black "ear" spot. Solitary or form loose 
aggregations. Lagoons and outer reef slopes in 3 ·45 m. 
West Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to Micronesia and Samoa. 
• s.w. Japan to Australia. 

Princess Damsel- Rowley Shoals Variation 
ID: Lacks yellow-orange area on upper head and body; blue 
spotting on body scales, black tips on tail fin lobes; other 
markings same as typical variation. 
Localized: Rowley Shoals, 260 km west of N.W. Australia. 

JAVA DAMSR Pomacentrus javanicus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Damselfishes · Pornaoentridae 
ID: Two-tone light yellowish brown upper body and whitish or 
light gray below; black tips on dorsal fin spines. Solitary or 
form loose groups. Heavily silted reefs of lagoons and outer 
slopes in 10·18 m. 
Localized: Java Sea, presently known only from Seribu Is. 
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Princess Damsel • Bali Variation 
ID: Orange-brown; markings same as typical variation. 
Localized: Bali in Indonesia. 

OBSCURE DAMSll Pomacentrus adelus 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/• in.) Damselfishes · Pomaoentridae 
ID: Gray-brown; golden iris, ocellated spot on rear of dorsal fin 
(sometimes absent), dark "ear" spot. Juvenile· Gray-blue with 
blue lines on forehead and spot at rear of dorsal fin. Inshore and 
outer reefs to 8 m. 
East Indo · Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Great Barrier Reef 
and Coral Sea, north to Philippines. 

llACKSPOT DAMSEL Pomacentrus stigma 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Damselfishes • Pomaoentridae 
ID: Light gray with black blotch on rear anal fin. Solitary or 
loose groups. Shoreline, lagoon and outer reefs in 2 ·10m. 
Localized: N. Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia and Philippines. 



SI"KIU£0 DAMSEL Pomacentrus bankanensis 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselfishes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Variable, but commonly orange-brown with blue lines from 
snout onto back, white tail; ocellated spot on rear dorsal fin, 
black "ear" spot and black spot on base of pectoral fin. 
Shoreline, lagoon and outer reefs to 12m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Vanuatu and Fiji. 
- S.W. Japan to Australia and Coral Sea . ..,....,...,......,.........,,...,....,.----, ... 

Spe<kled Damsel· Variation 
ID: Orange-brown body with only faint blue lines from snout 
onto back; other markings same as typical variation. 

WHITETAIL DAMSEL Pomacentrus ch!ysurus 
SIZE: to 9 ern {3 '/, in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Gray-brown with white tail, often lighter gray on upper back 
and dorsal fin; upper rim of eye orange. Solitary or form loose 
groups. Sandy areas of shoreline reefs and lagoons to 3 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives and Sri Lanka to Australia and 
New Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

Small Ovals - DamseHishes 

Spe<kled Damsel- Variation 
ID: Yellow-brown body with only faint blue Jines from SDOIIl 
onto back; all variations have white tail, ocellated spot ou 
rear dorsal fin, black "ear" spot and black spot on base of 
pectoral fin. 

SAKSONO'S DAMSEL Pomacentrus sakson01 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'1> in.) DarnselfJShes -Pomac:entndae 
ID: Pale gray to nearly white; wedge-shaped brownish mark 
on upper pectoral fin base. Silty coral reefs in 8 -15m. 
Localized: Seribu Is. in Java Sea and Sangihe Is. inN. SUlawesi. 
Indonesia. 

Whitetan Damsel- Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4.5 em {1 '1• -1'1• in.) 
ID: Gray with white tail; broad dorsal stripe of orange hom 
snout to rear dorsal fin, oceUated spot on rear dorsal fin. 
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Damselfishes 

Pomacentrus mgromargmatus 
SIZE: 10 9 em (3 '/ m.) Damselfishes • Pomaoentndae 
ID: Pale 10 dark gray, often (but not always) With yellow on rear 
body, dorsal. anal and tall fins; black margin on tail, black spot 
covenng pectoral ftn base. Solitary. Steep outer reef slopes 
around coral and rock outcroppmgs m 20-50 m. 
West Pacific: Phthppmes and E. Indonesta • SW Japan to 
N.W. and E. Australia, Coral Sea and FiJL 

SCALY DAMSEL Pomacencms lepidogenys 
SIZE: 10 9 ern (3 '1• in.) DamselfJShes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Pale blue-gray With yellow dorsal fin and tail base. Vanation 
from Melanesta and Tonga are light gray with hu.Je or no 
yellow Shorehne, lagoon and outer reefs 1012 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea 10 Philippmes. Palau. 
Great Banner Reef. COral Sea. Fiji and Tonga 

SIZE: 10 10 ern (4 m.) Damselfishes • Pomaoentndae 
ID: Gray head and body With black scale margms gradaung 
to tan tat!; gold uis, large black spot covenng pectoral fm 
base. Solitary or form groups. Usually seen on outer reef 
slopes m 2·15 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: Coral Sea to Rotuma I. m N. F1j1. 
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PHlUPPINE DAMSEL Pomacentrus pbilippmus 
SIZE: to 10 ern (4 m.} Damselfishes- Pomaoentridae 
ID: Dark gray to purple With black scale marglllS: black spot on 
pectOral fin base. So!Jtary or f~ groups. Passages and ourer 
reefs, usually m shadows of cliffs and ledges to 12m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Great Banner Reef, Coral Sea 
and Fiji, north to S.W. Japan. 

GOLDBACK DAMSEL Pomacemrus mgromanus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/a in.) DanJSelfJShes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Gray head and forebody gradatmg to bright yellow on rear 
body, dorsal and tat! fins; large black spot on pectoral fin base, 
black margin on anal firL Sohtary or form groups. Lagoons and 
outer slopes m 6-60 m. 
West Pacific: Ph1hppmes and E. Indonesia to New Guinea, 
Solomon Is. and Vanuatu 

NAGASAKI DAMSEL Pomacentrus nagasalaeflSJS 
SIZE: to 12 ern (5 m.) DarnselfJShes- Pomaoenmdae 
ID: Dark gray With black scale margms; numerous blue hnes 
and spotS on head: black dorsal spme tips, large black spot on 
pectoral fin base; tail whitish with faint wavy lines. Sandy 
areas arotmd rock outcroppmgs m 5-30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives 10 Palau and Vanuatu.- S.W. Japan 
10 N.W. AUStralia and New Caledonia. 



WEDGESPOT DAMSEL Pomacentrus CWJeatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1> in.) Damselfishes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Gray wiLh darker scale margins; wedge-shaped black mark 
at upper pectoral fin base, blue tips on dorsal spines, black 
"ear" spot. SOlitary or form loose groups. Shoreline reefs. often 
in turbid silty areas to 6 m. 
Localized: Singapore, Java Sea, Komodo L and W. !nan Jaya in 
Indonesia. 

ILIJESPOl DAMSR 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 'I• in.) 

Pomacentrus grammorhynchus 
Darnselfishes - Pomacentridae 

ID: Dark brown to yellow-tan; blue to lavender spots and 
markings on cheek and gill cover; may have dark "ear" spot, 
neon-blue saddle spot over upper tail base. Tail orange in 
Java Sea. Shoreline and lagoon reefs in 2 · 12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java Sea, E. Kalimantan (Borneo) to Micronesia 
and SOlomon Is. -Taiwan to N.W. and N.E. Australia. 

CHARCOAl DAMSEL Pomacentms brachiahs 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentridae 
ID: Charcoal-gray to black; large black spot covering base of 
pectoral fin. Usually feed in groups in mid-water a short 
distance above reef. Passages and outer reef slopes in 6-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Great Barrier Reef, 
Coral Sea and Fiji, north to S.W. Japan. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

Wedgespot Damsel · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·4.5 em (1 '/• -1 'I• in.) 
ID: Yellow with blue lines and bands from snout to rear dorsal 
fin ending at an ocellated spot. 

Bluespot Damsel • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·4.5 em (1 '/• · 1 'I• in.) 
ID: Blue-gray gradating to yellow over most of lower and rear 
body and adjacent fins; neon-blue lines on upper head and 
upper back, blue spot on upper tail base. Adults and juveniles 
usually around branching corals. 

AUXANOER'S DAMSEl Pomacenaus alexanderae 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• in.) Damselfishes • Pomaoentridae 
ID: Gray; black spot covering pectOral fin base, tips of dorsal 
spines black. Usually form groups; a common species. 
Shoreline, lagoon and outer reefs m 5-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Pemnsula to Moluoca Is. m lndonesJa, 
north to S. W. Japan. 
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DamseHishes 

W'\ON DA~U Pomacentrus moluccens1s 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) DamselfJShes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Bnght yellow; usually display small black spot at upper 
pectOral fin base, nny dark ·ear· spot.. fine black margin on 
anal fin. Usually form groups around bve coral patches 
Sboreline, lagoon and outer reefs to 14m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Palau and Ft)t 
• S.W. Japan to N.W. and E. Australta and Coral Sea. 

I 

SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/. m.) Damselfi.shes • Pomacenmdae 
ID: Yellow With blue upper head and back; pale spotS on cheek 
and gill cover, usually blue lines on forehead. Solitary or form 
groups. Stlty shoreline reefs and lagoons around coral and rock 
outcroppmgs to 10m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippmes, Palau to Solomon Is. and 
Vanuatu • S. W. Japan to Australia. 

SIZE: to 10 ern (4 in.) DanJSelfishes · Pomacentndae 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black with yellowtsh tail; often with 
neon-blue markings on upper head and rear dorsal fin. Solitary 
or form loose groups. Mangrove areas and lower reaches or 
freshwater Streams to 4 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philtppmes and New Gumea. north 
to T&wan and S.W. Japan. 

Lemon Damsel· Fiji/Tonga Variation 
ID: Often purplish brown rather than plain yellow: markings 
same as typical variauon. Tonga fish are very dark, except for 
the yellow tail 
Localized: FIJI and Tonga 

Blvebodt Damsel • Juve~~~1e 
SIZE: J.4 em (1 I · 1 I tn.) 

ID: Yellow With blue upper head and back; neon-blue lines 
extend from snout to back, a large blue-edged black spot on 
rear dorsal fin. 

Brackish Damsel · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3 ·4.5 em (1'/• ·1 'I• m.) 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black undercolor with brilliant 
neon-blue lines and dot rows and orange tail; ocellated spot 
on rear dorsal fin. 



SMOKYDAMSU 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Pomacentrus littoralis 
DamselfJShes · Pomacentridae 

ID: Dark charcoal-gray; green "ear" spot. Variations from 
Indonesia and Philippines usually have orange upper rim on 
eye. Solitary or form loose groups. Silty shoreline reefs to 4 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Philippines and N. Australia. 

INDONESIAN DAMSEl Pomacentrus melanocll1r 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/, in.) Damselfishes · Pomacem.ridae 
ID: Dark charooal-gray with variable arnotmts of blue on scales; 
small orange spot on upper pectoral fin base. Usually form 
groups. Shoreline reefs on rubble slopes, typically where 
currents are periodically strong to 8 m. 
Localized: Bali, Flores, Timor and Molucca Is. in Indonesia. 

SMITH'S DAMSEl Pomacentrus smit!lJ 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 ''• in.) Damselflshes • Pomacentridae 
ID: Light gray with pale yellow wash over nape and upper back 
and a few blue spots; bright yellow iris. Form large busy 
schools over patches of branching oorals. Silty coastal reefs and 
lagoons in 2·14 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

WARD'S DAMS£1. 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselflshes - Pomaumudae 
ID: Brown with no distinctive markings. Juvenile- Yellow Wllh 
blue lines on upper head, large ocellated spot on doiSal. fin. 
Solitary or form loose groups. COastal and offshore reefs 10 20m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef and E. Australian ooast south 10 
Sydney area. 

THRtESPOl DAMSEl Pomacentrus tnpunctatus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Damselflshes · Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark gray-brown, black spot or saddle on upper tall base. 
Juvenile -Similar, but with ocellated spot on rear dorsal fin. 
Usually form groups. Mainly along dead shoreline reefs to 3 m, 
but typically less than 1 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka and Andarnan Sea to 
Australia and Vanuatu, north to Philippines. 

GOLDHEAD DAMSEL EbmaC811trus aUiilrons 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Darnselfishes · Pomacerrtridae 
ID: Yellow on snout, forehead, and base of anterior dorsal 
spines. Form groups. among sponge, soft oorals, and branching 
hard corals. Coastal reefs in 2-14m. 
Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea, Solomon Is. and Vanuatu. 
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Damselfishes 

SIZE: to 15 em (6m.) 
ID: Brown wtth dark scale margms; black spot or blotch on 
front dorsal fin .. Solitary or form loose groups. Shoreline and 
lagoon reefs tn 2-6 m. 
East Indo- Asian Pacific: Continental margins from India to 
N.W. Australia, north to S.W. Japan. 

PACIFIC GREGORY Stegastes fascJOiatus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Damselfishes- PomacenUidae 
ID: Dark brown with blackish scale margins; dusky stripe 
below lower lip, violet streak below eye and scanered VIOlet 
spots on lower bead and body. Rock and coral reefs exposed 
to surge to 5 m 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca, M1crones1a to Haw8JJ and Easter I tn 
eastern PacfJC. - S.W Japan to and Austraba and Lord Howe L 

COI.U SIA GkEGOIY 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 tn.) 

Stegasces gascoyne1 
Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 

ID: Brown. dark scale edges form venical lines on side, 
yeUow lower body and fins, golden ins; sman black spot on 
upper pectoral fin base. Solitary or form loose groups. Coral and 
rocky reefs tn 2-30 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to 
N. New Zealand. 
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West em Gregory • Juvenile 
SIZE:3-4.5cm(1 / -1 /• tn .) 

ID: YelloWISh gold With nanow dark scale margms; blue spotS 
on heacl,large black spot With yellow edgtng on front of dorsal 
fin. 

Pacific Gregory - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-4.5 em (1 '1•-1 'It tn.) 

ID: Dark gray to brown with yeUow tail; yeUow-edged black 
spot on front of dorsal lin. Adults and 1uverules variable, 
depending on location, adults from W lnd1an Ocean have 
yeDow rear of body and ad1acent tms. 

GOLDEN Gf!EGORY Stegastes aureus 
SIZE: to 11 ern (4 t. m.) Darnselfishes- Pomacentndae 
ID: Bnght yelloWISh-orange With dusky blue bps; black saddle 
on tail base, sman black spot on upper pectoral fin base. 
Solitary or form loose groups. Reef flats. lagoons and outer reefs 
to5m. 
Pacific: New Caledorua, Gilben, Samoa, Phoenix, Line and 
Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. 



8lUNTSNOUT GREGORY 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Stegastes livid us 
Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 

ID: Brown; large black blotch on base of rear dorsal fin and 
adjacent back (pale-edged black spot in Indian Ocean). 
Form groups; "farm" algae; aggressive toward intruders. 
Shelter in dead staghorn corals to 5 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. -S. W. Japan to Australia, New Caledonia and Tonga 

JAPAHBE GREGORY Scegasr.es altus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Damselfisbes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Brown with darker scale margins; black blotch on front 
dorsal fin (not apparent in photo); lips whitish. Solitary or form 
loose groups. Among boulders of shoreline reefs in 5-20 m. 
Localized: S. and S. W. Japan. 

WHITEBAR GRIGORY Stegastes albifasciatus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '!. in.) Damselfishes - Pomacentridae 
ID: Dark gray to brown; often white bar across rear body. large 
blackand white spot on rear base of dorsal fin, black spot on 
base of pectoral fin. Solitary or form loose groups. Rubble and 
boulder areas exposed to wave action to 2 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Line Is. and French 
Polynesia -S. W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 

Small Ovals - Damselfishes 

DUSKY GREGORY Stegastes nigncans 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/. in.) Damselfishes- Pomaoenttidae 
ID: Variable from light brown or gray to nearly black; dark spot 
at base of rear dorsal fin, purplish streak below eye. Form 
groups; "Farm" algae; aggressive toward intruders. Shelter in 
branching corals to 10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia -S.W. Japan to AUStlalia, New Caledonia and Tonga 

AUSTRALIAN GREGORY 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

Stegastes apicalis 
Damselfishes - Pornacentridae 

ID: Brown with darker scale margins; yellow iris; red-orange 
margin on rear dorsal fin and upper lobe of tail. Usually sohtary. 
Coastal reefs and inner partS of Great Barrier Reef to 5 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef and E. Australian coast to 
Sydney area 

GULF DAMSEL 
SIZE: to 10 ern (4 in.) Darnselfisbes- Poma<:entndae 
ID: Light gray to whitish undercolor with blue spot on each 
scale, oocasionally a yellowish to greenish wash an upper head 
and back. Form groups. Flat sand or rubble bottoms around 
coral or rock outcroppings in 5·80 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian GulftoS.W.Japan and E. Australia, 
mainly continental margins. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 4 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 
Snappers - Coral Breams - Emperors - Seabreams 

This ID Group consists of fishes that have what can best be described as a basic "fish-like" shape with 
relatively large mouths and notched tails. 

FAMILY: Snappers- Lutjanidae 
8 Genera - 36 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Snappers are medium-sized, oblong fishes with triangular heads. All have shallow, notched 
tails, and a single, continuous dorsal fin that is often higher in the front. They also have slightly 
upturned snouts, large mouths, and prominent canine teeth near the front of both jaws. Most species 
are active, nocturnal predators that primarily feed on fishes, but they also consume cephalopods, 
gastropods and crustaceans. The two smaller family members in genus Pinjalo pick drifting 
zooplankton from the currents. Most snappers inhabit shallow to medium depths; however, a few 
species live along ledges several hundred feet below the surface. 

FAMILY: Coral Breams - Nemipteridae 
4 Genera- 25 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Coral Breams are small- to medium-sized inhabitants of reefs and surrounding sand and rubble 
areas. All have small terminal mouths that never extend past the eyes, a single unnotched dorsal fin, 
and indented or forked tails. Although Coral Breams occasionally form groups, most are solitary. The 
alert, opportunistic bottom-feeders hover just above the sand between short, aggressive dashes 
in search of food. 
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FAMILY: Emperors - Lethrinidae 
4 Genera - 26 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Emperors, close kin to snappers and sweetlips, are common, medium- to large-sized fishes. Most 
species inhabit the reef's fringes where they feed primarily on sand-dwelling invertebrates. A few 
species are nocturnal predators and larger species occasionally feed on fishes. Most members of genus 
Lethrinus have the ability to rapidly switch on and off dark mottled patterns, bars or spots. 

HUMPBACK SNAPPER Lutjanusgibbus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Snappers- Lutjanidae 
ID: Shades of red to gray: maroon forked tail with rounded 
lobes, high arching nape and foreback: orange around base of 
pectoral fin. Solitary or form schools. Lagoons, passages and 
outer reef slopes in 1-150 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Line Is. and 
French Polynesia -S.W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia 

MAlABAR SNAPPER Lutjanus malabaricus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Snappers - Lutjanidae 
ID: Juvde- Reddish with narrow dusky stripes; black band from 
lip through eye to dorsal fin, white-edged black spot covering 
tail base. Adult- Red in deep water, not on reefs. Solitary. Coastal 
and outer reefs in 10- 40 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Palau and Fiji. -Taiwan and 
S. W. Japan to S.E. Australia 

o' -. ~ , 

.~~ L, 
~ • • 

RED EMPEROR SNAPPER Lutjanus sebae 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Snappers - Lutjanidae 
ID: Juvenile/Sub-adult - White with red-brown mid-body bar; 
band from lip to nape, 2nd band mid-dorsal fin to lower tail. 
Adult- Solid red. Solitary. Typically deep, sandy bottoms to 
100m. Juveniles associate with sea urchins. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Aus tralia and 
Papua New Guinea, nonh to S. Japan. 

TIMOR SNAPPER Lutjanus timorensis 
SIZE: to 50 em {20 in.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Red; black spot on base of pectoral fin. Young have 
diagonal dark bar through eye and pearl-white spot on upper 
tail base I Pictured!. Coastal reef slopes, often on sand with 
scattered reef or log debris in 10·130 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Samoa, north to 
Philippines. 
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Snappers 

tONGSPOT SNAPPER Lutjanus fuJVJ!lamma 
SIZE: 10 35 an (14m.) Snappers· LutJarudae 
ID: Whitish underoolor Wllh yellow stripes of equal width 
below lateral line, yellow tail and anal f.n; long oval to 
rectangular spot on lateral hne below nud-dorsal f.n. Usually 
form groups. Estuanes, ooastaJ reefs and outer slopes ID 3 ·35m 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa 10 Samoa and Tonga 
· Truwan to S.W. & S.E. Australta and Lord Howe I. 

BLUESTRIPE SNAPPER Luqanus kasrmra 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Snappers · Lutjamdae 
ID: Bright yellow upper body with 4 neon-blue stripes; whiLe 
belly with frunt gray stripes. Usually congregate around ooral 
oua:roppmgs. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes m1·265 m 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to MicroneSia. Hawau 
(.nuoctuced) and Polynesia.- s.w. Japan 10 S.E. Australta 

BENGAL SNAPPER Lut]anus bengalmlSlS 
SIZE: to 30 an (121D) Snappers· Luqarudae 
ID: Yellow upper hall of body With 4 neon-blue stripes; white 
\lllDUU'ked lower body immediately below 4th stripe. Small 
groups congregate around outcroppings. Coastal reefs, lagoons 
and outer slopes m10-30 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Molucca Is. ln 
E. Indonesia. 
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BtACXSPOT SNAPPER Lut]anus ehrenber{liJ 
SIZE: to 35 ern (14 lll.) Snappers· Lutjarudae 
ID: Whitish uncleroolor With 5 thin yellow stripes below lateral 
line, yellowish tall and anal fiDS. large round black spot on 
lateral Jme below mid-dorsal fm. Usually form groups. Coastal 
reefs and estuanes ln 1· 20 m 
Indo ·Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to E. Carohne Is. and 
Palau in Micronesia.· S.W. Japan toN. Great Barrier Reef. 

FIVE-LINED SNAPPER l.U!J8IlUS qwnquehneaws 
SIZE: to 39 em (15'/•in.) Snappers· Lutjanidae 
ID: Yellow with 5 blue stripes, bottom stripe on yellow belly; 
usually black spot or smudge on rear back. Frequently form 
groups. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer reef slopes m 2 · 40 m. 
lndo-WestPacilic: Arabian Gull to FlJL ·S.W.Japan to Australia 

SPAHISH FLAG Lutjanus caJPOnOtatuS 
SIZE: to 40 ern (16lll.) Snappers- Lutjarudae 
ID: GraYISh to wlute unclercolor With 5-9 yellow to golden brown 
stripes; black spot on base of pectoral fin. Sohtary or foJID groups. 
Turbid ooastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes ID 1-35m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to Papua New Guinea.· S. China to 
N. Australia and Great Barner Reef. 



GOLDEN·LINED SNAPPER 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) 

Lut]anus rufolineacus 
Snappers -Lutjanidae 

ID: Pale reddish undercolor with narrow yellow stripes on side, 
yellow tail; often a small dark spot on rear upper back. Usually 
form large aggregations; hover above reefs. Steep coastal 
slopes and outer reefs in 10 • 50 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Palau, Samoa and Tonga. -S.W. Japan 
to N. Australia. 

BIGEYE SNAPPER Lut]anus lut]anus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Snappers- Lutjanidae 
ID: Silvery with yellow or yellow-brown stripe from eye to 
yellow tail with several narrower stripes below; small gap 
between large eye and lip. Form large drifting aggregations. 
Coastal reefs and outer slopes in 10-90 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Solomon Is.- S.W. 
Japan to Australia. 

ONESPOT SNAPPER Lutjanus monosogma 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Silver to reddish or yellowish silver with yellow fins; may 
display a horizontally elongate black spot on rear back. Solitary 
or form small groups. Outer reef areas in 5-60 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia. Line Is. , 
Tuamotu and Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. -S. W. Japan 
to Australia and New Caledonia. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

TWO-SPOT SNAPPER Lutjanus blguttaws 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Snappers· Lutjanjdae 
ID: Slender; brownish gray back with 2-3 white spots, reddish 
brown belly; wide reddish brown stripe from snout to tail and 
wide white stripe from mouth to tail. Form small to large 
groups. Coastal reefs, lagoons and seaward slopes in 5·30 m. 
fndo- West Pacific: Maldives to Fiji.- Philippines to Great 
Barrier Reef. 

INDIAN SNAPPER Lutjanus madras 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Snappers - Lutjanidae 
ID: Similar to Bigeye Snapper (next), but wider gap between 
eye and lip. Form small to large aggregations. Congregate 
around coral or rock outcroppings on ooastal reefs and outer 
slopes in 5 · 90 m. 
fndo- Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia and Philippines. 

BUTTON SNAPPER Luqanusbouum 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Snappers Lutjanidae 
ID: Dusky reddish brown, often yellow-orange lower body; 
deep notch in gill oover; lack distinctive madlmgs. Solitary or 
form loose aggregations. Coastal reefs. lagoons and outer 
slopes in 3-20m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines, IndonesJa and Papua New Guinea. 
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Snappers 

LUNARTAIL SNAPPER Lutjanus lunulatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Snappers- Lutjanidae 
ID: Reddish pink with yellow belly, pecroxal, ventral and anal 
fins; wide dark crescent on forerail. Solitary or form small 
groups. Coastal reefs and seaward slopes in 10-30 m. 
Indo-AsianPacific: Pakistan to Philippines, Papua New Guinea 
and Vanuatu. 

BROWNSTRIPE SNAPPER Lutjanus VItta 

SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Whitish with diagonal brownish lines above lateral line and 
horizontal below; yellow to brown or black stripe from eye to 
base of tail. Solirary or form groups. Coastal and offshore reefs 
in 10-72m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Seychelles and W. India to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia and Gilbert Is. - S. W. to Australia 

MANGROVE RED SNAPPER Lutjanus argentimaculatus 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Grayish with tints of red, green and brown, darkish fins; 
darkish scale centers. Juven~1e • 8 white bars and pair of blue 
streaks across cheek. Solitary or form loose aggregations. 
Mangrove coasts to steep outer reefs in 1·120 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa and Line Is. in 
eastern Central Pacific - S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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PYGMY SNAPPER Lutjanus maxweberi 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Snappers- Lutjanidae 
ID: White with 4 black stripes. A rare, poorly known, species. 
Occurs in small groups. Appare{ltlY restricted to lower reaches 
of freshwater streams, brackish estuaries and mangrove-lined 
inlets in 3-4 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 

BLACKTAIL SNAPPER Lutjanus fulvus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Snappers -Lutjanidae 
ID: Silvery white to pale yellow to yellow or tan with black tail, 
yellow pectoral, ventral and anal fins. Solitary or form loose 
aggregations. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes in 1 · 75 m 
Indo · Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia. Tuamotu 
and Marquesas and Rapa Is. in French Polynesia. -S.W. Japan 
to S.E. Australia and Norfolk Is. 

DARK-TAILED SNAPPER Lutjanus lemniscatus 
SIZE: to 65 em (2 '/• ft.) Snappers -Lutjanidae 
ID: Gray-brown to olive, silvery or reddish with black tail; 
pectoral, ventral and anal fins match color of body (never 
yellow). Juvenile - Broad black stripe on side. Solitary or form 
groups. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes in 2-80m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India and Sri Lanka to S. Papua New 
Guinea and N. Australia including Great Barrier Reef. 



RED SNAPPER LuC}anus bohar 
SIZE: to 75 an (2 'I. fL) Snappers · Luqarudae 
ID: Red to reddish gray: large robust body; pronounced groove 
in front of eyes, upper edge of peaorallin dark. Sobtary or form 
groups. Lagoons and outer reefs in 5-150 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Tuamotu Is Ill French 
Polynes1a. · s.w. Japan to Australia 

RUSSELL'S SNAPPER Luqanus russelb 
SIZE: to 28 em (11m.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Silvery white with pll1kish hue, yellow ventral and anal fillS; 
black pectoral fin base, frequently black spot or blotch on rear 
back. Solitary or form groups. Estuaries and coastal reefs to 80 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to FIJI. • S W. Japan 
to Australia 

BLACK·IANDED SNAPPER Luqanus senucmcrus 
SIZE: to 35 an (14 Ill.) Snappers· LutJ8!Udae 
ID: Olive back. wlute below: 7 black bars on upper half of body. 
large black spot covenng tail base. Solitary or form smaU 
groups. Lagoons and seaward reefs in 5-35 m. 
West Pacific: Phillppmes and Molucca Is. in lndones1a to 
Great Barrier Reef (rare), New Caledonia, Fiji and Caroline Is. 
in Micronesia. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

Reel Snapper • Juvenile 
SIZE: 5-t5an (2·6 Ill.) 

ID: GraYISh brown With two wlute spots on back JUSl bEiJw S1lllt 
and end of soft dorsal fin; translucent tail With dark lxxtlas. 

Russell' s Snapper· Juvenile 
SIZE: 5·10 em (2-4 in.) 
ID: White with brown stnpes; often With pale-edged black 
spot on rear body (lack spot m northwestern PaCific 
populations). Frequentm brackiSh mangrove estuanes and 
lower reaches of streams. 

CHECKERED SNAPPER 
SIZE: to 30 an (12 Ill.) Sllappels • IJJtJanJdae 
ID: Wlute undercolor With 6 brown SUJP8S body and 6· 7 dark 
bars across back formmg netted penem oo upper body; black 
spot on base of tail. Solltary or form groups. Coastal reefs. 
lagoons and outer slopes tn 5·35 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: lndla toW Papua New Gumea, nonh to 
S.W.Japan. 
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Snappers 

BLACK SNAPPER 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) 

Macolor niger 
Snappers · Lutjanidae 

ID: Gray to gray-brown with numerous indistinct blotches; 
no blue lines or spots on head; large eye with dull gold iris. 
Solitary or form schools. Steep slopes of lagoons, passes and 
outer reefs in 3 · 90 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and 
Samoa· S.W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 

MIDNIGHT SNAPPER Macolor macu/ans 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Snappers · Lutjanidae 
ID: Black with pale line markings in scales; blue line and spot 
markings on head; large eye with bright gold iris. Solitary or 
form groups. Edge of steep slopes of lagoons. passes and outer 
reefs in 5-50 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Solomon Is.· S.W. Japan to 
N. Australia and New Caledonia. 

Midnight Snapper ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 4·15 em (1 1/z · 6 in.) 
ID: Distinctive black and white pattern. tips of tail lobes clear; 
white stripe through center of tail, very long ventral fins. 
Solitary; swims with jerky motion. Upper edge of steep slopes 
in5-15m. 
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Black Snapper - Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-15em(l 'h· 6 in.) 
ID: Distinctive black and white pattern; tips of tail Jobes 
white. Solitary; swim with jerl{y motion. Upper edge of steep 
slopes in 5-15 m. 

Midnight Snapper • Intermediate 
SIZE: 15-25em (6 -10in.) 
ID: Body color and head markings same as adults, but have 
several white spots on back and mid-lateral; white stripe from 
behind pectOral fin onto tail. Both adults and intermediates 
often have gold undercolor on lower head that extends under 
pectOral fins. 

PINJALO SNAPPER Pinjalo pinjalo 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Snappers- Lutjarudae 
ID: Variable shades from reddish gray to red that can quickly 
intensify or pale, yellow ventral fins; more robust than similar 
Slender Pinjalo !next). Form schools. Coastal reefs and outer 
slopes in 15-100 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Taiwan and Papua New 
Guinea. 



SUNDER PINJALO Pinjalo Jewis1 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Snappers- Lutjanidae 
ID: Variable shades from grayish red to bright red that can 
quickly intensify or pale; may display pale spot on upper base 
of tail. Similar Pinjalo Snapper [previous[ distinguished by 
yellow ventral fins. Form schools. Outer reefs in 20-100 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Laccadive Is. (offS.W. IndJa) to S.W. Japan 
and Fiji. 

SAILfiN SNAPPER 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) 

Symphoricbthys spilurus 
Snappers -Lutjanidae 

ID: Undercolor shades of yellow with numerous blue stripes 
from head to tail; blackocellatedspoton tail base, dark saddle 
bar behind head; young adults trail long filaments from dorsal 
and anal fins. Form schools. Mixed sand and coral to 60 m. 
West Pacific: Philippines and Molucca Is. in E. Indonesia. 
- S.W. Japan toN. Australia and New Caledonia. 

YELLOWTAIL FALSE FUSILIER Paracaesio xanthura 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Snappers - Lutjanidae 
ID: Blue with yellow area on back extending from forehead to 
tail; similar Yellowback Fusilier distinguished by a black 
spot on pectoral fin base. Form schools. Below diver depths 
in tropics, but 10-50 min subtropics. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to S. W. Japan, Papua New Guinea 
and Samoa. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

CHINAMANFISH 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 '/• ft.) 

Symphorus nema!.)Jlbacus 
Snappers -Lu~Jamdae 

ID: Undercolor shades of yellow-brown to brown toobve wub 
numerous blue stripes from head to tail; often filaments aall 
from fore rays of dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. Coastal 
reefs to 50 m. Can cause ciguatera poisoning (banned from 
sale in Australia). 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan toN. Australia and New Caledonia 

Sailfin Snapper - Older Adult 
ID: With age adults lose the long trailing dorsal and anal 
fm filaments and develop a steep snout (almost squared off 
head profile). 

FALSE FUSILIER Paracaesio sordida 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Snappe15 - Luljanidae 
ID: Purplish brown to blue with faint dark stripeS, lower lobe 
of tail red (dark brown underwater); slender elongate body 
with deeply forked tail similar to fusilier family (Caesionidae). 
Form schools. Steep outer reefs in 30-200 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to S.W. Japan, Papua New Guinea 
and Samoa. 
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Snappers - Coral Breams 

SMALLTOOTH JOBFISH Aphareus !urea 
SIZE: 10 40 an (16 111) Snappers • Lut)a!Udae 
ID: Blue-gray: slender body With large mouth and strongly 
forked tail, pectoral fins long; dark outline on rear edge and bar 
on gill cover. Sohtary or form small groups. Lagoons and 
seaward reefs 10 5 ·100m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Panama • SW Japan 
10 Australia. 

DOUBLE WHIPTAIL Pentapodus emery11 
SIZE: to 35 em {14 in.) Coral Breams · Nem1ptendae 
ID: Blue back grading to whitish lower body w1th thm 
yellowiSh strtpe on back and wider mid-lateral stripe; slender 
With po10ted snout and elongate filament on each tall lobe 
Sohtary or form small groups. Silty coastal reefs ID 2·35 m 
Asian Pacific: N.W Austraha W. Indonesia and Plu!Jpp10es 

YEUOW·STRIPED WHIPTAIL Pentapodus aureo!asctatus 
SIZE: 10 25 an {10 10.) Coral Breams· Nerruptendae 
ID: BluiSh back and white belly; creamy yellow mid-lateral 
stnpe and yellowish streak on back A common but undescnlled 
species. Sohtary or m pairs. Mid-water over sand near reefs 
inS-20m. 
West Pacific: E. Indonesia and Plulippmes to Samoa, north 
to Taiwan. 
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GREEN JOBFISH Aprion wescens 
SIZE: 10 100 an {3 I ft.) Srl3ppers- Lut]arudae 
ID: Dark green 10 blue 10 bluiSh gray; slender cylmdiical body 
With strongly forked tall, ~raJ fms short; no disuncuve 
marlnngs. Usually sohtary. Lagoons. reef passes and outer 
slopes in 5-150 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca 10 Mlcrones13, Hawau and 
French Polynes1a. - S.W. Japan to AuStralia and Lord Howe I. 

Double Whiptoil· Juvenile 
SIZE: 4 -8 em {1'!.- 3'/• m.) 
ID: Deep blue to purple with yellow to gold Stripe on back and 
a somewhat wider yellow to gold mid-lateral stripe. 

Yellow-~ Whiptoil· Juvenilt 
SIZE: 4-7 an {1 !.- 2 '/ m.) 
ID: Blue body with equal width bright yellow stripes on back 
and side. Usually solitary. Rubble areas. 



PARADISE WHIPTAIL Pentapodus paracliseus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Coral Breams · Nemipteridae 
ID: Gray; white stripe bordered by dark gray stripe from eye 
to tail joins white V ·shaped mark and small black spot on tail 
base. Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reefs in 10 · 70 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Papua New Guinea. Solomon Is. and Great 
Barrier Reef. 

BUnERFLY WHIPTAIL Pentapodus setosus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams· Nemipteridae 
ID: Light gray; gold to yeUow stripe from eye to upper base 
of tail joins a pale lower stripe to form a V with oentral dark 
spot; adults have filament extending from upper tail lobe. 
Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reefs in 5 · 50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula, Singapore.Indonesia and 
Philippines. 

SMALL-TOOTHED WHIPTAIL Pentapodus caninus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams· Nemipteridae 
ID: Greenish gray to bluish gray back gradating to wllltish 
lower body; broad yellowish stripe from eye to base of tail; no 
dark band between eyes. Solitary or form small groups. Silty 
coastal reefs and deep lagoons in 2-35 m. 
West Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula to Gilben Is.· S.W. Japan 
to New Caledonia. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

Paradise Whiptail • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 '/•·2 in.) 
ID: Dark back and white lower body; broad yellow smpean 
side bordered by black stripe below. Solitary. Coastal reefs in 
10·70 m. 

NORTHWEST AUSTRALIAN WHIPTAIL Pentapodus porosus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Coral Breams· Nemiptenclae 
ID: Light gray; pair of orange stripes on head, blue V-sbapecl 
mark and black spot at tail base. thin blue stripe along base of 
dorsal fin. Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reels in 5·50 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia and S. Papua New Guinea 

JAPANESE WHIPTAIL Pentapodus nagasalriensis 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams · NErmlple[Jdae 
ID: Brownish back gradating to whitish lower body· wh:re 
stripe bordered with wide yellow to gold diffuse stripes from 
snout through lower eye to tail; slender with pointed snout. 
Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reels in 20·100 m. 
Asian Padfic: S.W. Japan and centtaJ l:ndooesia toN W Ausualia 
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Coral Breams 

THREE·STRIPED WHIPTAIL Pentapodus tnVJLtatus 
SIZE: 10 30 em (12m.) Coral Breams· Nenuptendae 
ID: Gray, undersrde of head and body wlute; pale saddles 
and stnpe on back. wlute rrud-body blotch gradates mto 
smpe tOward tall. Solitary or m paus. Coastal reefs and 
lagoons m 2·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malayslllll Peninsula 10 Phihppmes, E. Carohne Is. 
in Micronesia and Solomon Is. 

WHITE·SHOULDERED WHIPTAIL Pentapodus bJfBSCJBWS 
SIZE: 10 20 em (8 in.) Coral Breams · Nenupteridae 
ID: Brown 10 dark gray on upper sides with 3 white stripes; white 
marking on upper rear edge of gill rover; slender wrlh pomted 
snoul Solitary or form groups. Silty ooastaJ reefs in 2 · 20 m 
Asian Pacific: Smgapore, Malaysian Perunsula, W Indonesra 
and Plul!ppmes 

<ORAL WHIPTAIL ScaeVJUS miJJJ 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Coral Breams· Nerruptendae 
ID: E1ght altemaung wlute 10 light blue and dark gray stnpes 
on upper body, bottom stripe connected with slanting dark 
lines; small dark spot on upper tail base. Solitary or form small 
groups. Coastal reefs m 3·40 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia 
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Three-striped Wliptail· Variation 
ID: Pale gray with bright yellow patch on side below rear 
dorsal fin. 
Localized: N.E. Sulawesr. lndonesra mcludmg Togean and 
Banggai Is. 

FORK·TAIUD THREADFIN BREAM Nemipterus furcosus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Coral Breams· Nenupteridae 
ID: Pinkish red Wllh dusky saddles on back, lower edge of tail 
whitish; elongate body Wllh deeply forked tail. Seldom on reefs, 
usually lnhabrt featureless sand bottoms in 3 ·100m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka 10 S. W. Japan, Palau, N. Australia 
and New Caledorua 

STRIPED WHIPTAIL ScaeVJUS VJtta 
SIZE: 10 30 em (12m.) Coral Breams - Nemipt.eridae 
ID: Lrgbt gray; dark rrud-lateral stnpe wrth diffuse wlute 
borders, often a broad dusky 10 blaclosb area along upper edge 
of belly. Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reefs in 1· 30m. 
Localized: W. Australia. 



RAINBOW MONOCLE BREAM Scolopsis temporahs 
SIZE: to40 em (16 in.) Coral Breams· Nemipteridae 
ID: Gray back with pale blue to white stripe and wider bright 
stripe below; pair of blue bands between eyes, darkish spot 
behind upper rear eye, narrow orange line on cheek. Solitary 
or form groups. Mixed sand of ooasta1 and lagoon reefs to 35 m. 
West Pacific: E. Sulawesi and Molucca Is. in Indonesia to 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Is., Vanuatu and Fiji. 

Bridled Monode Bream - Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-5em(1 '1•·2in.) 
ID: Alternating black and yellow stripes on upper body, 
whitish below. Juveniles in Fiji entirely yellow; an effective 
mimic of the Fijian variation of the Bicolor Fangblenny. Sand 
and rubble fringe of reefs to 25 m. 

THREE-LINED MONOCLE BREAM Scolopsis trilineatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams- Nemipteridae 
ID: Shades of gray; 3 white to yellowish curving lines extend 
from eye to back and base of dorsal fin, dark band between 
eyes with bluish band above. Solitary or form groups. Sheltered 
ooasta1 reefs and lagoons in 1 -10 m. 
West Pacific: Central Indonesia to Samoa -Philippines to Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

BRIDLED MONO<LE BREAM Scolopsis bibneaws 
SIZE: to 25 ern (10 in.) Coral Breams - Nerrupteridae 
ID: Dark gray to yellow upper body, white below; black-edged 
white band runs from below eye to rear of dorsal fin. 3 yellow 
stripes on upper head. Solitary or fmm small groups. Sand and 
rubble fringe of reefs to 25 m. 
lndo-West Pacific: Maldives to Fiji.- S.W. Japan to Australia 
and New Caledonia. 

Bridled Monode Breom - Juvenile Variation 
SIZE: 3-5 em (1 '/•-2 in.) 
ID: White to light gray with broad black stripe along back. 
Effectively mimics Smith's Fangblenny and Imposter Fangblenny. 
Sand and rubble fringe of reefs to 25 m. 
Localized: Andarnan Sea. 

LAmCE MONOCLE BREAM Scolopsis taenioptems 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Coral Breams - Nemipteridae 
ID: Yellowish gray upper body and white below; dark mid
lateral stripe; red spot on pectoral fin base, bluish stripe or 
patch on snout extends between eyes. Solitary or form groups; 
shy. Sandy fringe of reefs or muddy estuaries in 2-25m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Papua New Guinea 
· Taiwan to Australia 
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Coral Breams 

Sco/opsJs marganulei 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Coral Breams· NeiDiptendae 
ID: Pearly shades of gray; frequently 2-31ongJtudll1al rows of 
yellow spotS on stde and yellow pectOral fin base, twO narrow 
wtullSh bais below rear dorsal fin. Sohtary or form groups Sand 
and rubble fnnge of coastal reefs and lagoons m 2 · 25m 
West Pacific: Sumatra mlndonesia to Palau and Vanuatu 
-Truwan toN. Austraha. 

WHITESTREAK MONOCLE BREAM ScolopsJs ciiiatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams -NeiDipteridae 
ID: Pale gray body; 2-4 longitudinal rows of orange spot.s on 
side, white streak below base of dorsal fin. Solitary or form 
groups. Sandy fringe of coastal and lagoon reefs in2-25 m 
Frequent sllty areas. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman sea to Solomon Is and 
Vanuatu, nonh to SW Japan. 

SIZE: to 25 em {10m.) Coral Breams · NeiDiptendae 
ID: Altemaung pale gray to black and white stnpes on upper 
body and white below with rows of black spot.s. Solitary or 
form small groups. Coastal reefs and lagoons in 2 • 25 m 
lndian Ocean: Red Sea, E. Africa and Arabtan Gull to 
Andaman Sea. 
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Pearly Monode Breom - J11Venile 
SIZE:4-6cm (t ·h- 2 1 Ill.) 
ID: White upper body bordered With paJC of black snipes and 
yeUow below: black spot on front of dorsal fin. SolitaJry or 
form groups. Sand and rubble fnnge of coastal reefs and 
lagoons in 2 · 25 m. 

Whitestreak Monode Bream - Soli Variation 
ID: Datk gray above and lighter below with thin white stripe 
below dorsal fin base and white streak along middle of side. 
Solitary or form groups. Coastal reefs in 8-25 m. 
Localized: Black sand slopes of N. Bali. 

Arabian Monode Bream - Pale Gray Variation 
ID: Alternating narrow gray and white stnpes on back, rows 
of darlosh spots below 



PALE MONOCLE BREAM ScolopsJS affmis 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Coral Breams- Nemipteridae 
ID: Pale gray body with yellowish tail; 3· 4 rows of black dots 
on upper back. Solitary or form small groups. Sandy bottoms of 
lagoons and coastal reefs in 5-35 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Anclaman Sea to Solomon Is. · s.w. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

MONOGRAM MONOCLE BREAM Scolopsis monogramma 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Coral Breams - Nemipteridae 
ID: Pale gray lO whitish body: blue band between eyes and 
margin on yellowish tail; often display elongate brown blotch 
on side with adjacent yellowish areas. Solitary or form small 
groups. Sandy fringe of coastal reefs lagoons in 2-50m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Papua New Guinea. 
· S.W. Japan lO E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

STRIPED MONO<lE BREAM Scolopsis lineatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams · Nemipteridae 
ID: Dark gray to blackish upper body with 2·3 white stripes 
and irregular whitish bars, white below. Solitary or form 
groups. Sandy fringe of ooastal reefs, lagoons and seaward 
slopes in 1-20m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Vanuatu and Gilben Is. 
· S.W. Japan lO Great Barrier Reef. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

Pale Monode Bream • Juvem1e 
SIZE: 4·7 em (1 '12 · 2'1• in.) 
ID: White with two dusky stripes on back and wide black l!lld· 
lateral stripe. Solitary or form small groups. Sandy boUoms ar 
lagoons and ooastal reefs in 5-35 m. 

Monogram Mona<le Breom · Pale Phase 
ID: Pale grayish when brown blotch and yellowish areas are 
not displayed; blue hand between eyes and blue margin on 
yellowish tail; older adults have a long filament extending from 
upper tail lobe. 

PEARL ·STREAKED MONOClE BREAM Scolopsis xenochrous 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Coral Breams- Nemipteridae 
ID: Brownish body with pale underside; brown-edged diagonal 
blue streak be.hind head followed by a series of brown spots 
and elongate pearly streak. Solitary or form groups. Rubble 
areas of ooasta1 reefs, lagoons and outer slopes in 5·50 m. 
Indo · Asian Pacific: Maldives to Solomon Is. - Taiwan to 
Australia. 
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Coral Breams - Emperors 

WHITICHEEK MONOCLE BREAII Sco/OPSJS vosmen 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Coral Breams- Nellllptendae 
m: Deeper bodied than ID05t memlleiS of the f811llly: purphsh 
brown With dark scale centeiS; broad white bar on head 
behind eye. Solitary or form small groups. Sand and rubble 
bottoms of coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa toN. Austral.la, north 
to S.W. Japan. 

STRIPED LARGE-EYE BREAM Gnalhodentex aureohneatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (121n.) Emperors -Lethrinidae 
ID: Silvery gray to brown; dark scale rows on back. 4-5 brown 
to gold stripes on Sides, yellow-orange blotch below rear dorsal 
fin Solitary to large aggregations. Shallow coastal reefs, 
lagoons and out.er slopes m 3 -20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to Micronesia. Llne Is. and French 
Polyne818 -SW Japan to S.E. Australia and Norfolk Is. 

Humpnose Bigeye Breom • Sub-odult 
SIZE: 20-35 em (8-14 m.) 
ID: Black to gray to brown back gradating to pale underside; 
4 bars of )UVerules !next] fade with age. head and rear bar fade 
fiiSt, llllddle bars also disappear on large adults: black spot on 
base of pectoral !tn. 
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YELLOWSTRIPE MONOCLE BREAM ScoloPSJS auratus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Coral Breams- Nemipteridae 
ID: YellOWISh to greerush to blUISh pale gray upper body and 
wluush beDy; broad yellow DlJd.lat.eral smpe, dark diffuse band 
between eyes. Sohtary or form small groups. Sandy bottoms of 
lagoons and coastal reefs m 1-30 m. 
East Indian Ocean: Maldives, Sn Lanka, Andaman Sea to 
W. Sumatra and S. Java. 

HUMPNOSE BIGEYE BREAM Monotaxis gmndoculis 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Emperors - Lethrtnidae 
ID: Black to gray, silver or brown back gradating to pale 
underside, often yellowish tints on head; black spot on base of 
pectoral fin. Solitary or form groups. Coastal reefs, lagoons and 
outer slopes to 100m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red sea and E. Afnca to M!crones13, Hawaii and 
French Polynes1a - S.W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia 

Humpaose Big-eye Bream ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-10 em (1'/z -4 m.) 
ID: Black to gray to brown back gradallng to pale underside 
with 4 white bars, the first and last lost With marurity; yellowish 
tail lobes; more slender body than adults. 



GRAY LARGHYE BREAM Gymnocramusgriseus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Emperors- Lethrinidae 
ID: Silvery gray with several irregular dark bars on head and 
body. Young have heavily blotched pattern with eye bar, and 
bar across pectoral fins. Solitary or form small groups. Sand or 
rubble bottOms of ooastal reefs in 15 · 80 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Malaysian Peninsula, 
Indonesia, nonh to S.W. Japan. 

BLUESPOnED LARGE-EYE BREAM Gymnocromus microdon 
SIZE: to 41 em (16m.) Emperors- Lethrirudae 
ID: Silvery gray with dark scale centers on back; darkish bar 
through and below eye, pale blue spots on head; tail lobes 
pointed. Solitary or form small groups. Sand or rubble bottOms 
near reefs and on outer slopes in 20-50 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Fiji. nonh to MicronesJa 
and S.W. Japan. 

BLUE-LINED LARGE-EYE BREAM Gymnocranius grandocuhs 
SIZE: to 80 em (2'1• ft.) Emperors -Lethrinidae 
ID: Juvenle -Silvery gray; several faint thin bars on side, eye bar. 
AdW- Umnarked exoept wavy blue lines on cheek: no yellowish 
tint on snout. Solitary or form small groups. Sand or rubble 
bottoms in 15-100 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tuamotu Is. m French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to N.W. & S.E. Australia. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

BLACKNAPE LARG£-EYE BREAM Gymnocranius sp 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Emperors - Letluinidae 
ID: Silvery gray with dark scale oenters on back; darkish bar 
through and below eye; tail lobes rounded. Solitary or fonn 
small groups. Open sand or rubble bottoms of coastal reefs, 
lagoons and outer slopes in 15-50m. 
West Pacific: S.W. Japan to N. Papua New Guinea, Great Barrier 
Reef, Coral Sea and New Caledonia. 

YELLOWSNOUT LARGHYE BREAM 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) 

Gymnocranius frenattls 
Emperors · Lethrinidae 

ID: Silvery gray: yellowish tint between eyes and on snout, 
3 wavy blue lines below eye. Solitary or form small groups. 
Open sand or rubble bottoms of ooastal reefs and lagoons m 
20-80 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula, Philippmes and Indones1a 
to S. China Sea 

JAPANESE LARGE-EYE BREAM Gymnocranius euanus 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Emperors - Let.hrinidae 
ID: Silvery gray with scattered small black spots. Solitary or 
form small groups. Open sand or rubble bottoms near reefs in 
lagoons and on outer slopes in 15 -50 m. 
West Pacific: Philippines, Micronesia and Papua New Guinea 
to Tonga. - S. China Sea and S.W. Japan to E. Australia and 
Norfolk Is. 
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Emperors - Seabreams 

LOHGFACE EMPEROR Lechnnus ohvaceus 
SIZE: to 100em (3 '1• ft.) Emperors -Lethrinidae 
ID: Elongate body with long pointed snout; gray to olive with 
no dlsunctive markings: often display mottled pattem Largest 
speces m family. Solitary or form groups; highly aebve and fast 
SWilllllllllg. Sand bottoms a lagoons and outer slopes m 1-185 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Samoa · S. W. Japan 
and Mlaonesia to Australia and New Caledorua 

SPOTCHEEK EMPEROR Lethnnus rubnopercularus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Emperors- Lethrinidae 
ID: Bnght silver to brownish silver With diffuse stnpe and bar 
markings on lower body; reddish brown spot on rear edge of 
gill cover. Solitary or form small groups. Sand and rubble 
bottoms of coastal reefs and outer slopes to 40 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Solomon Is. -S.W. Japan and 
Micronesia to AustraiJa and New Caledorua. 

THUMBPRINT EMPEROR Lethnnus harak 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Emperors - Lethrinidae 
ID: Pale gray with elongate dark blotch on nuddle of s1de. 
(lncban Ocean variallOn has dark blotch surrounded by orange 
halo.) Solitary or form groups. Sandy shallows next to shore. 
coastal reefs and lagoons to 20 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Samoa. · S.W. Japan 
and Micronesia toN. Australia and New Caledonia 
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SPANGLED EMPEROR Lethnnus nebulosus 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 '/• ft.) Emperors- Lethrinidae 
ID: Elongate pointed snout; pale gray With blue to white scale 
centers ; blue streaks on cheek. Solitary to large groups. Flat 
sand bottoms in the v1ciruty of reefs to 75 m; also fiequent 
seagrass beds and mangrove areas. 
West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa. -S.W. Japan to 
Australia 

YELLOWLIP EMPEROR Lethnnus xanthochilus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Emperors · Lethrinldae 
ID: Elongate body; unmarJ!ed silvery pale gray to olive, also 
mottled and blotched pattern; yellow upper lip, yellow to 
orange spot on base of peaoraJ fin. Sohwy or form smaD groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms near reefs in 5-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. -S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledorua. 

Thumbprint Emperor · Phase 
ID: Has the ability to rapidly fade and mtenslfy dark mid-body 
spot. Two riarrOW lines below eye are distinctive when spot 
is faded. 



PINKEAR EMPEROR Lethnnus Jentjan 
SIZE: to 50 em {20 in.) Emperors · Lethrinidae 
ID: Pale silvery gray; bright red streak on rear edge of gill 
cover. Solitary or form groups. Sandy areas of coastal reefs, 
lagoons and outer slopes in 10 ·50 m. 
lndo·West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tonga · S.W. Japan 
toN. Australia and New Caledonia 

ORANGE-STRIPED EMPEROR Lethlinus obsoletus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Emperors -Lethrinidae 
ID: Pale gray; yellow stripe from base of pectoral fin to tail. 
Solitary or form small groups. Seagrass beds and sand and 
rubble areas of ooastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 30m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tonga and Samoa 
-S.W. Japan and Micronesia to Australia and New Caledonia. 

SMALLTOOTH EMPEROR Lethrinus microdon 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Emperors - Lethrinidae 
ID: Long pointed snout; silvery gray; dark streaks radiate from 
fore lower quarter of eye. Solitary or form groups. Coastal 
reefs, lagoons and outer slopes in 10-80 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Papua New Guinea. 
-S.W. Japan toN. Australia. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

Pinkeor Emperor - Mottled Phose 
ID: May camouflage by changmg to mottled and blotched 
shades of brown especially when resting on bottom at night, 
but still distinguished by bright red streak on rear edge of gill 
cover. Most species of emperors can quickly change to a similar 
mottled pattern. 

Orange-striped Emperor - Blotched Phose 
ID: May quickly camouflage to mottled and blotched shades of 
brown especially when sheltering in seagrass, branching 
gorgonians or corals also at night, but still distinguished by 
yellow stripe from base of pectoral fin to tail. Most emperors 
can quickly change to a similar mottled pattern. 

Smolltooth Emperor - Mottled Phose 
ID: May camouflage by changing to mottled and blotched 
shades of brown, especially at night, but still distinguished by 
dark streaks radiating from fore lower quarter of eye. Most 
species of emperors can quickly change to a similar mottled 
pattern primarily when near bottom. 
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E~perors-Seabrea~s 

YELLOWFIN EMPEROR Lethnnus erythracamhus 
SIZE: to 70 em (2'/• ft.) Emperors· Lethrinidae 
ID: Dark blu1sh head and dark gray body wath yellow fms. 
Easily dlsllngwshed from roost emperors by large SJZe. SolitaiY 
Deep lagoons and outer reef slopes m 15 -120 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to MiaonesJa and Tuamotu Is. m French 
Polynes1a • S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef. 

Lethnnus genlVIU.atus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Emperors- Lethnrudae 
ID: Silvery brown wath brown bars, spotS and mottbng, seoond 
spine of dorsal fin longest (often much longer). Solitary. Grass 
beds, estuanes, mangroves and shallow areas of sand around 
ooastal reefs. 
Asian Pacllic: S.W. Japan and Indonesia to New Caledonia 
(absent Great Barner ReeO. 

GRASS EIIPEROR Lethnnus Jaucaudis 
SIZE: to 56 em (22 in.) Emperors • Lethnrudae 
ID: Pale silvery gray; often marked with diffuse dark blotches 
and megular bars, blue line markings radiate from lower 
edge of eye and pale blue spots on cheek. Solitary or form 
groups Sandy areas near reefs m 5-35 m 
Asian Pacific: Lesser SUnda Is m lndonesJa. N. Au.straha, Papua 
New Gumea to Solomon Is. 
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Yellowfin Emperor • Juvenile 
SIZE: 5·10 em (2·4 m.) 
ID: Gray head, yellowish body wath several narrow wtute 
stnpes or broken bnes on s1de. ~taJY. Deep lagoons and outer 
reef slopes an 15 ·120m 

SIZE: to 29 em (12m.) Emperors· Lethnrudae 
ID: Slender body; reddtsh upper body gradanng to gray below, 
UJaY have yelloWISh head. short dusky band behind gill cover, 
can rapidly intenstfy or fade large dark mid-body blotch below 
2nd dorsal fin. SolitaJY. Sandy reef fiats and lagoons 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Vanuatu. -S.W. Japan, Palau 
and Marshall Is. in Micronesia to Great Banier Reef. 

SWEETLIP EMPEROR Lethnnus rrumatus 
SIZE: to 90 em (3ft.) Emperors · Lethnrudae 
ID: Long pointed snout; gray, dark centers on scales of back. 
reddish brown upper head, tips often red; base of pectoral fins 
bright red: may cttsplay alternating light and dark bars. SobtaiY 
or form groups. Sand and rubble between reefs m 5 ·35 m. 
Southwest Pacific: N Australia, Coral Sea and New Caledorua 



Al\IBON EMPEROR Lethnnus ambomneJJSJS 
SIZE: to 57 em (23m.) Emperors- Lethruudae 
ID: Ltghtto dark mottled and spotted greerush brown w1lh 
slivery oms; snout from lip to eye slightly convex (most 
members of genus have a slightly concave snout). Solitary 
Rubble and sand areas of lagoons and reefs 
Pacific: S W. Japan, lndones.a and Micronesia to Marquesas Is. 
m French Polynesia 

SlENDER EMPEROI Lethnnus vanegacus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Emperors - Let.hrimdae 
ID: small elongate body; mottled shades or green to brown 
IDIXed w1lh wlut.e; Wide darlosh nud-lat.eral stnpe, pale spots 
on fms. Usually form groups. Seagrass beds and sandy areas 
near coral reefs to 15 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to New Caledonia 
-S. W. Japan, Micronesia toN W Australia and Great Barner Reef 

Lethnnus allansom 
SIZE: to 41 em (16 m ) Emperors -Lethruudae 
ID: Silvery to slivery blue or olive-brown. yellow lail and base, 
dtffuse yellow area may extend from pectoral fill to lail base, 
yellow around upper eye. Solitary. Outer reef slopes, sandy 
areas of lagoons and sea grass beds m 2-25 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynes1a • S.W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Sloping Heads/Tapered Bodies 

lOHGfiH EMPEROR Let.hnnus eryriJToJJ<erus 
SIZE: to 50 ern (20 in.) Emperors- I,erhrinidae 

ID: Red to yellow-brown. often With famt bars; Jl8il ct pele tO 
bnght wbne bars on base of lail Solitary or form sman grtlUJlS 
Coastal reefs. lagoons and outer slopes 10 2-25m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to Pluhppmes, PaJA18 New Guinea. 
Solomon Is., Palau and Caroline Is. m MlcronesJa. 

ORNATE EMPEROR Lethnnl/S omatl/S 
SIZE: to 40 ern (16 in.) Emperors -Lethrinidae 
ID: Silvery: red marg~n on cheek and gill cover, broad yelloWISh 
stnpes on s1des. Solitary or form small groups. Seagrass beds 
and sand and rubble areas of coastal reefs and lagoons tO 30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Papua New Gumea. -s.w. Jai;an 
to Great Barrier Reef 

AcanlhqJagrus beida 
SIZE: to 50 ern (20 10.) Seabreams -Sparidae 
ID: Silvery gray to black or olive brown With brassy rellecoons, 
lighter gray to wluush on belly and chm Solitary or form 
groups. COastal reefs and muddy estuanes, oocas10nally enter 
freshwater streams. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red See and E Afnca to Solomon Is.· S.W. 
Japan to Australia. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 5 

Silvery 
Jacks - Barracudas - Tunas & Mackerels - Others 

This ID Group consists of fishes that are silver to gray in color, and are generally unpattemed; however, 
several species have bluish, yellowish or greenish tints and occasional markings. All have forked tails. 

FAMILY: Jacks (Trevallys)- Carangidae 
14 Genera- 30 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Jacks, also commonly known as trevallys, are strong open-water swimmers that on occasion form 

large schools that roam for great distances. Although primarily pelagic, solitary jacks often feed along 
the fringes of outer reef slopes. These voracious predators of fishes, and in a few cases crustaceans, are 
generally silvery, have laterally compressed or torpedo-shaped bodies with deeply sloping heads, large 
eyes and mouths, slender tail bases and widely forked tails. On many species, scales at the rear of their 
single, continuous lateral line form a series of short spiny structures called scutes. Jacks vary greatly in 
size from the small, aggregation-oriented, plankton-feeding scads, to the Giant Trevally, which can reach 
a length of 165 em (5 '/a ft.) . The wide geographic distribution of most species indicates a lengthy pelagic 
larval stage. 

FAMILY: Barracudas- Sphyraenidae 
Single Genus- 6 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Barracudas are relatively large, silvery, elongate fishes with long jaws filled with an awesome array 

of pointed teeth. They have two, low, widely separated dorsal fins and widely forked tails indicative of 
their typically pelagic existence. These rapacious fish predators appear quite frightening; however, they 
present little or no threat to divers. The few substantiated attacks on humans involved spearfishing or 
fish feeding activities. A few species form large spiraling schools that occasionally allow a cautious diver 
to enter their midst. The Great Barracuda, the largest family member reaching a length of 180 em (6ft.), 
are typically solitary reef inhabitants that often approach divers out of curiosity not menace. 
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FAMILY: Tunas & Mackerels- Scombridae 
Single Genus - 6 Species Included 

Typical Shape 



Tunas are streamlined, spindle-shaped open-water fishes with two dorsal fins that fold into grooves 
and finlets between the second dorsal and their deeply forked or lunate tails. At least two small keels 
extend from each side of the narrow tail base. Their upper bodies vary between shades of silvery 
iridescent blues and greens with countershadings of white on the belly. Pelagic species. built for speed 
and endurance are rapacious predators of squids and fishes in the near-swface zone of the open ocean. 

FAMILY: Others 

Milkfishes- Chanidae Chubs - Kyphosidae Mullets - Mugilidae 

Threadfins- Polynemidae Snooks - Centropomidae Grunters- Teraponlidae 

Tarpons- Megalopidae Diamondfishes - Monodactylidae Needlefishes -Belonidae 

~ ~ ~ 
Archerlishes - Toxolidae Mojarras -Gerreidae Flagtails- Kuhliidae 

~ ~ 
Pearl Perches- Glaucosomatidae Ponytishes -leiognathidae Silvers ides- Atherinidae 
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Jacks 

SIZE: to 130 em (4 '/• fL.) Jacks -Carangidae 
ID: Silver, often have bluish or greenish tints; deep body 
with steep head profile and deeply forked tail; scales not 
obvious. Young form schools, large adults often solitary. 
Pelagic; often near dropoffs to 100m. 
Circum tropical 

Afri<on Pompano - JuvenUe 
SIZE: body to 13 em (5 m.) 
ID: Diamond-shaped juveniles trail long thread-like filaments 
from dorsal and anal fins; as fish mature filaments become 
progressively shorter. disappearing in large adults. 

Garango1des fu/voguttatus 
SIZE: to 130 em (4 '/• ft.) Jacks -Carangidae 
ID: Slivery with many small golden or brassy spots; often 5 
faint darkish bars on side; large adults have 3 or 4 dark blotches 
along middle of side. Solitary or form schools. Coastal reefs. 
lagoons and outer slopes to 100m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa toN. Australia, 
nonh S.W. Japan. 
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Afri<an Pompano- Young Adult 
SIZE: to 90 ern (3 ft.) 
ID: Fore lobes of rear dorsal and anal fins of young trail long 
filamentous rays that are lost wi.th age. 

Carangoides gynmostethus 
SIZE: to 90 em (3 ft.) Jacks -CarangJdae 
10: Silvery with a few brown or yellow spots scattered on 
sides. Juveniles and young adults form schools, adults usually 
solitary. Sheltered coasts and over deeper offshore reefs to at 
least 70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa toN. Australia, 
nonh to S.W. Japan. 



BARCHEEK TREVALL Y Carangoides plagiotaenia 
SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.) Jacks- Carangidae 
ID: Silvery; narrow dark bar on gill cover. Solitary or form 
small groups. Most common along edge of steep outer reef 
slopes in 2 • 200 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tonga. -S.W. Japan 
and Marshall Is. in Micronesia to AUStralia. 

Orange-spotted T rev ally - Variation 
ID: Yellow-orange head, body and fms. 

COACHWHIP TREVALLY CarangoJdes oblongus 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silvery, lower lobe of tail anal and pectoral fins oocasionally 
yellowiSh; fore lobe of rear dorsal fin elongate. Solitary or form 
small schools. Coastal reefs and lagoons, usually over sandy 
bottoms to 50 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji. - S.W. Japan to AUStralia. 

ORANGE·SPOTTED TREVALI Y 
SIZE: to 61 em (2 ft.) 

Silvery 

Carangoides bajad 
Jacks - Carangidae 

ID: Brassy silver to yellow-orange with many small orange 
spots on sides. Solitary or form small groups. Coastal reefs and 
outer slopes to 70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Papua New Guinea, north to 
S.W. Japan. 

Orange-spotted Trevally- Variation 
ID: MIXed silver and yellow-orange head, body and fins. 

YELLOW-SPOTTED TREVALLY Carangoides ortbogrammus 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Jacks- Carangidae 
ID: Silvery with elliptical yellow spots or blotches on sides, 
bluish fins; occasionally faint darkish bars on side. Solitary or 
form small schools. Commorlly over sand in lagoons, passes 
and around outer reefs in 3-160 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Revillagigeo Is. in far eastern Pacific. 
• S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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Jacks 

BLUE TREVAllY CarangOJdes ferdau 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Jacks· Carangidae 
ID: Silvery; rear dorsal, anal and tail fins tinted yellowish green; 
usually dJ.splay 5· 7 chevron bars. Form schools. Lagoons and 
outer reefs, often over sandy areas to 60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to HawaiL • S.W. Japan to 
New Caledonia. 

BLACK JACK Camnx Jugubris 
SIZE: to 74 em (2 'h ft.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silvery gray to brown to nearly black; small dark spot at 
upper end of gill cover: scutes, rear dorsal, anal and rear of tail 
fins dark. Solitary or form small schools. Mainly offshore reefs 
in20-70m. 
Circumtropical. 

BRASSY TREVAU Y Caranx papuensis 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 't. ft.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silver, often with bronze to greenish tints, lower tail lobe 
yellowish with white margin; dark speckles above lateral 
line; white spot behind upper edge of gill rover. Solitary or form 
schools. Over lagoon to seaward reefs to 30m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Airica to French Polynesia.· s.w. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef, New Caledonia and Samoa. 
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WHITETONGUE JAC~ UraspJs helvola 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silver; football-shaped with low inronspicuous dorsal fin; 
adults unmarked, sub-adults, have 6-7 broad darkish bars; 
tongue and floor of mouth white. Form schools. Pelagic and 
around offshore pinnacles and reefs in 25 -130 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa · S.W. Japan 
to Australia 

BLUEFIN TR£VAU Y Caranx melampygus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silvery indescent blue to green with dense spotting on 
upper two-thirds of body, blue to bluish fins. Solitary or form 
schools. Inhabit a variety of reef habitats, but most rommon on 
outer reefs to 190m; can be locally abundant. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to far eastern Pacific. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

BIG£Y£TREVAll Y Caranx sexfasciatus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silver (males tum black when rourting); small black spot on 
upper end of gill rover. white tip on fore lobe of rear dorsal fin; 
relatively large eye. Form large schools. Most rommon on clear 
outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to far eastern Pacific. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia. 



Caranx 1gnobihs 
SIZE: to 165 em (5 '/ , ft.) Jacks · Carangidae 
ID: Silvery with numerous scattered srnaU black spots; small 
black area on upper base of pectoral fin; steep forehead 
profile. Usually solitary. Most common on seaward reef slopes 
to 80 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa tO Hawaii and Marquesas Is. 
m French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia 

SIZE: to 193 em (6 '/ • ft. ) Jacks - Carangidae 
ID: Elongate; silvery with a bronze to yellow suipe along midrlle 
of side to tail, yellowish to yellow tail. Form large schools. 
Usually offshore, but occasionally over reefs in 5-60 m. 
Circumglobal: Primarily in subtropical seas. 

AlMACOJACk Seriola rivoliana 
SIZE: to 90 em (3ft.) Jacks -Carangidae 
ID: Silvery: high back profile; dark band runs from lip across 
eye to front of dorsal fin. Form schools. Pelagic, but occasionally 
over reefs; often around floating objects. 
Circumglobal: In tropical and subtropical seas. 

Silvery 

SILVER TREVAllY Pseudocaranx deruex 
SIZE: to 94 em (3 '/• ft.) Jacks·~ 

ID: Bluish silver with mid-body yellowish stripe to tail and 
yellowish edge below rear dorsal and anal fins tO tail; b!ac& 
spot on rear gill cover. Pairs or form srnaU schools. Deep boaom 
feeders to 200m: shallower in oool water. 
Pacific: Indonesia to Hawaii, French Polynesia and Easter L 

AMBERJACK Sertola dumenlJ 
SIZE: to 188 em (6 '/a ft.) Jacks - Carangidae 
ID: Elongate: silvery; dark band runs from lip, across eye, 
to origin of dorsal fin, oocasionally an amber stripe from gill 
cover to tail. Usually solitary, occasionally form srnaU schools. 
Pelagic, but oocasionally over reefs. 
Circum tropical. 

RAINBOW RUNNER Elagatis bipjnnulatus 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Jacks - Carangidae 
ID: Silvery olive-blue; long slender body with pair of light blue 
stripes on sides, often with broader olive or yellowish stripe 
between. Form schools. Most common on outer reefs to 150 m. 
Circumtropical. 
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Jacks - Milkfishes 

SIZE: to 54 em (21 'I• m.) Jacks · Carangldae 
ID: Silver; blum broadly rounded snout, fore lobes of rear dorsal 
and anal fins elongate, long Widely forked tail lobes: I · 5 small 
black spots on rrnddle of side. Coastal waters: often tn surge 
zones along sandy beaches. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marshall Is. and Line Is. 
Ill eastern Cenual Pacific. · s.w. Japan to Australia. 

SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Jacks · Carangldae 
ID: Silver wtth single row of large dark spots on upper body. 
Sobtary or form groups. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes 
to 25m. 
Indo·Aslan PacUic: Red Sea and E. Africa to New Gutnea. 
• S W Japan to Australia. 

GOl.. Gnathanodon speciosus 
SIZE: to 140 em (4 •f. ft.) Jacks· Carang!dae 
ID: ~/YoqWts · Bnght yellowtosilverWllh 7·11 black 
bars are replaced by a few black patches or spots on adults; 
fins yellow. SmaU groups of JUVeniles to 5 em often accompany 
large pelagic ftshes. Tiny juveniles often With jellyfishes. 
Coastal, lagoons and outer reefs. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea to far eastern Pacific. 

l.Go 

SIZE: to 65 em (2'/• ft.) Jacks· Carangidae 
ID: Silver, pecroral and anal fins frequently yellow or orange; 
blunt broadly rounded snout; fore lobes of rear dorsal and anal 
fins elongate, long Widely forked tall lobes. Solitary or form 
schools. Coral and rocky reefs tn 10·50 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa ·S.W. Japan 
to AUStralia 

DOUBLE·SPOnED QUEEHF' ScombeTOides Jysan 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Jacks· Carangidae 
ID: Silver With double row of 6· 8 dusky round blotches on side; 
black spot on tip of fore lobe of rear dorsal fin. Often form small 
schools. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 100 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to Hawau. • S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

Naucrates ductor 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 t. ft.) Jacks· Carangtdae 
ID: Silver with 5-7 wide black bars Closely asSOCiated with 
pelagic sharks and rays Form schools near front of host. 
Juveniles occasionally associate With 1eUyf1Shes. 
Circumtropical. 



Selaroides leptolepis 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'1• in.) Jacks- Carangidae 
ID: Silvery with broad pale to bright yellow stripe from eye to 
tail; dark spot on rear edge of gill cover; narrow row of scutes 
from mid-body to tail. Form large schools. Often mill around 
wharf pilings or reef edges to 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arab!ail GulftoS.W. Japan and N. Australia. 

Selar crumenopht!Jahnus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Jacks - Carangidae 
ID: Silvery, often with yellow stripe on side; deep-body 
(compare with more slender body of Russell's Mackerel scad 
!next]); large eye (diameter greater than snout length), scutes 
only on rear lateral line. Form schools. coastal reef and lagoons 
to 170m. 
Circumtropical. 

Decamerus macarellus 
SIZE: to35em (14 in.) Jacks- Carangidae 
ID: Silvery; very slender, nearly cylindrical in cross section; 
small mouth, jaw does not extend below eye; black spot on 
edge of gill cover. Form large schools. Coastal, lagoons and 
outer reefs to 360m. 
Circum tropical. 

Silvery 

oxm~CAD Selarboops 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'1• in.) Jacks- Carang~dae 
ID: Silvery with broad pale to bright yellow stripe from eye to 
tail; dark spot on rear edge of gill cover; wide row of scutes 
from mid-body to tail, large eye. Form large schools. Coastal 
reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 170 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Australia, Vanuatu 
and Caroline Is. in central Micronesia 

(u Decaptemsmsselh 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Jacks- Carangidae 
ID: Silvery, tail translucent to dusky yellow; slender, nearly 
cylindrical in cross section; large mouth, jaw extends to below 
fore-eye; dusky spot on edge of gill cover; scutes only on rear 
lateral line. Form schools. Coastal reefs to 300 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Australia and New 
Caledonia, north to S. W. Japan. 

SIZE: to 180 em (6 ft.) Milkflshes- Chanidae 
ID: Silvery gradating to bluish green on back; single dorsal 
fin, large dark deeply forked tail, ventral fins at mid-body 
below dorsal fin. Form schools. Near surface of lagoons and 
seaward reefs. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Central America. 
- S. W. Japan to Australia. 
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Barracuda - Tunas & Mackerels 

YEllOWTAIL BARRACUDA Sphyraena tlavicauda 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Barracudas -Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery, yellowish to yellow tail; long cylindrical body with 
underslung jaw and pointed teeth; a pair of diffuse brownish 
stripes on side. Fonn schools. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer 
slopes to 20m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa -S.W. Japan 
to Australia 

BIGEY£ BARRACUDA Sphyraena forsten 
SIZE: to 65 em (2 ft.) Barracudas -Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery; long cylindrical body and large underslung jaw 
with pointed teeth; rear dorsal fin dusky with white tip, 
blackish spot behind base of pectoral fin. Form schools. Reefs 
and outer reef slopes to 300 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S.W. Japan to New Caledonia. 

PICKKANDLE BARRACUDA Sphyraena je/Jo 
SIZE: to 150 em (5 ft.) Barracudas- Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery with yellowish tail; long cylindrical body and large 
underslung jaw with pointed teeth; about 20 wavy bars 
primarily on upper half of the body. Fonn schools. Coastal, 
lagoons and outer reefs to about 60 m. 
IDdo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji.- S.W. Japan to AuStralia. 
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BRASS STRIPED BARRACUDA Sphyraena he/Jeri 
SIZE: to 85 em (3ft.) Barracudas- Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery; long cylindrical body and large underslung jaw with 
pointed teeth: pair of thin br3¥Y stripes on sides. Form large 
daytime schools; disperse to feed at night. Coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs to 60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn I. east of French 
Polynesia. -S. W. Japan to Australia. 

GREAT BARRACUDA Sphyraena barracuda 
SIZE: to 180 em (6ft.) Barracudas- Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery; long cylindrical body and large underslung jaw 
with pointed teeth; usually has a few scattered dark blotches. 
Can display barred or mottled pattern when resting near 
bottom. Solitary or form small groups. Reefs, usually in relatively 
shaliow water to 15 m. 

Circum tropical. 

BLACKFIN BARRACUDA Sphyraena qenie 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 'I• ft.) Barracudas - Sphyraenidae 
ID: Silvery with dusky to dark tail with dark margin; long 
cylindrical body and large underslung jaw with pointed 
teeth; about 18-22 chevron-shaped dark markings on sides. 
Form large schools. Seaward reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Panama.- S.W. Japan 
to AuStralia. 



WAHOO Acanlhocybium solandii 
SIZE: to 210 em (7ft.) Tunas & Mackerels • Scombridae 
ID: Silver; long slender body with dorsal and anal finlets and 
elongate pointed snout; occasionally display wavy-bar pattern. 
Solitary or in pairs. Pelagic, but occasionally pass near reefs. 
Circumtropical. 

DOUBLE·LINED MACKEREl Grammatorcynus bilineatus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3'/• ft.) Tunas & Mackerels· Scombridae 
ID: Silver; long slender unmarked body with dorsal and anal 
finlets; 2laterallines, one on upper the other on lower side. 
Lagoon, outer reefs and around dropoffs and steep pinnacles 
to 15m 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. · S. W. Japan to Australia 

YELLOWFIN TUNA Thunnus albacares 
SIZE: to 210 em (7ft.) Tunas & Mackerels· Scombridae 
ID: Silver, yellow dorsal and anal fins; large deep body; long 
dark pectoral fins. Form large schools. Pelagic, occasionally 
individuals or schools may pass by outer reef drop-offs. 
Circumglobal: In tropical and temperate seas. 

Silvery 

SIZE: to 235 em (7 '/t ft.) Tunas & M.ackerels- Smmbnade 
ID: Silvery; long slender body with dorsal and aua1 finlets; 
display numerous thin wavy-bars. Sohlary Pelagic, but 
occasionally pass near or over reefs. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea tO Australla and New Caledonia, 
north tO S. W. Japan. 

DOGTOOTH TUNA Gymna;an:fa llllioolor 
SIZE: to 180 em (6 ft.) Tunas & Mackerels-SoomMdae 
ID: Silver; long somewhat stocky l1llliiiiiked body with dorsal 
and anal finlets; pale tips on rear dorsal and aua1 fins; smgJe 
lateral line. Most oornmon tuna on ooraJ reefs. Deepalagoolls, 
passes and outer reef slopes to 60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Maiquesas Is. m Frenc:b 
Polynesia · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

ORIENTAL BONITO Sarda orientalis 
SIZE: to 102 em (3 '/• ft.) Tunas & Mackerels· Scombridae 
ID: Silvery; torpedo-like body with closely spaoed dorsal fins 
and dorsal and anal finlets; num.erous narrow black stripes on 
back. Form schools. Pelagic, occasionally in the viCinity of reefs. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Airica to Central America. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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Tunas & Mackerels - Chubs - Mullets 

SIZE: 10 35 an (14m.) 
ID: Silvery. ramt spottulg on upper back With narrow stnpes 
below, black spot under pectoral fm. Form tightly bunched 
scllools, feed on plankton With Widely opened mouths. Coastal. 
lagoons and seaward reefs, often m turbtd water to 90 m 
IDdo ·West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa 10 Samoa • S. W. Japan 
10 Australia. 

Kyphosus VBJgJenSJs 
SIZE: 10 45 em (18 in.) Chubs · Kyphosidae 
ID: Slivery gray With narrow bronzy stripes; rear dorsal ftn 
not elevated: outer edge of anal fin aligns with outer edge 
of upper tail lobe. Form smalliO large groups. Rocky shores, 
reef Oats, lagoons and outer reefs 10 25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Hawan and French 
Polynesia 

.. Kyphosus btglbbus 
SIZE: 10 70 an (2 '/• ft.) Chubs · Kyphosidae 
ID: Silvery gray Wlth narrow bronzy smpes; roay display large 
wlute spotS; rear dorsal fin not elevated; rear edge of anal fin 
allgns forward of front edge of upper tail lobe. Form groups. 
Seaward reefs 10 25m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia. 
· s.w. Japan 10 Great Barrier Reef and N. New Zealand. 
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Kyphosus cinerascens 
SIZE: 1045an(18 in.) Chubs· Kyphosidae 
ID: Silvery gray With thll\ dark honzontal IIDes on stde; rear 
dorsal fin distinctly elevated (higher than tallest dorsal 
spmes). Fonn small10 large groups. Rocky shores, reef Dats, 
lagoons and outer reefs 10 25 m 

Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. · S. W. Japan to Australia. 

lowfin Drummer · Phose 
ID: Can change rapidly to pattern with numerous white spots. 

Gray Drummer · Y elow Variation 
ID: Qa:asionally tills speoes IS wufomlly yellow a1XI rarely albino. 



w ~m" D~UMMER Kyphasus comelii 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Chubs- Kyphosidae 
ID: Silvery gTay with broad brown streak along upper and 
lower margins of tail. Usually form schools. Rock or coral 
reefs to 20 IlL 

Localized: W. Australia between Cape Leeuwin and Coral Bay. 

Cremmugil cremlab1s 
SIZE: to 40 ern (16 in.) Mullets -Mugilidae 
ID: Silvery with narrow gray stripe on each scale row; black 
spot at upper pectoral fin base; rear margin or lunate tail dusky. 
Form schools. Often near coral reefs to 10m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. -S. W. Japan to Australia. 

Liza vrugiens1s 
SIZE: to 52 ern (20 '/• in.) Mullets- Mugilidae 
ID: Silvery with large diamond-shaped scales, black pectOral 
fins, yeUowish tan square-cut tail. Form schools. Protected 
sandy shorelines of lagoons and reef flats to 10m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia.-S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

Silvery 

SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) 
ID: White to yeUow undercolor with 5-6 black stnpes_ Solitary 
or form small or dense aggTegations. Lagoons, rocky areas 
and shallow coral reefs. 
Localized: Isolated populations in E. and W. Australia, 
N. New Caledonia, Taiwan, S.W. Japan and Hawaa 

DWAP.r •• u Valamugil engeli 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Mullets -Mugilidae 
ID: Small; silvery without distinctive markings. Form schools. 
Shallow protected areas of sand, algae and mud in lagoons and 
around shallow reef flats to 8 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. 

Neomyxus Jeuciscus 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) Mullets- Mugilidae 
ID: Silvery with yellow spot on base of pectoral fin. Form 
schools. Lagoons and around seaward reefs to 10 IlL 

Pacific: S. Japan, Micronesia, Hawaii, Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. 
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Grunters - Tarpons - Needlefishes - Halfbeaks - Archerfish 

SIX FEELER THREADFIN Po/ydactylus sexfilJs 
SIZE: 10 25 em (10m.) Threadfins • Polynelllldae 
ID: Silver; under-slung J8W, 6 elongate rays extend from lower 
peaoral fins. Rays extend 10 scour sand when feeding. Sohtary 
or form small groups. Sand, mudflats and mangroves. 
Indo· Pacific: Inc!Ja 10 Micronesia. Hawaii and PltcaliTlls. east 
of French Polynesia. • S. Japan to Austtalia. 

CRESCENT ·BANDED GRUNTER Terapon JBibua 
SIZE: 10 32 em (13 in.) Grunters· Terapont.idae 
ID: Silvery with pattern of curved darkish bands on body; 
stnped tail. Form schools. Estuaries, stream mouths and along 
sandy beaches in areas of brackish water in 20 • 290 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea 10 Samoa · S.W. Japan to Ausuaba. 

Tarpons · Megalop1dae 
ID: Silver; large promment scales, pectOral fins low on body, 
ventral hns on belly below dorsal fin, deeply forked tail. 
Solitary or form small groups. Inner bays, river mouths and 
mangroves 10 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red SeatoN. Micronesia and French Polynesia. 
· s. Korea to S.E. Ausualia. 
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SAND BASS Psammoperca waigiensis 
SIZE: 10 47 em (18 '1• m.) Snooks . Cenuopomidae 
ID: Slivery gray to brown, eyes have glassy appearance. 
Solitary or small groups; nocturnal. Often m dark recesses 
around weedy areas in 3·12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesll! to Phibppmes. ·China 10 N. Australia. 

SILVER GRUNTER Mesopnstes argenteus 
SIZE: 10 30 em (12 in.) Grunters· Terapontidae 
ID: Silvery gray with white belly; white first spine on venual 
and anal fins, yellow ins. Smal Juvenles • White with 4 or 5 black 
stripes and yellow fins. Solitary or form groups. Estuaries and 
stream mouths, occasionally near reefs to 3 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Ph1hppmes. New Guinea and 
Solomon Is. 10 Cape York m N.E. Australia. 

DIW!iOiiDFISH MonodactyUS argenteus 
SIZE: to 27 em (10'/• lll.) Dwnondfishes · Monodactylidae 
ID: Silver. dorsal and tail fins yellowiSh 10 yellow; round 
laterally oompressed body with promment tnangular dorsal 
and anal fins. Form schools. Estuanes, harbors and silty inshore 
reefs to 10 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Mariana Is. in 
Micronesia. · s.w. Japan 10 Australia. 



CROCODIU NEEDLEFISH Tylosurus CTocodllU$ 

SIZE: to 150 em (5 fl..) Needlefishes • Belorudae 
ID: Silvery; extremely slender with elongate upper and lower 
JCIWS and numerous needle-bke teeth; forked tail with larger 
lower lobe end black keel on base. Solitary or form small 
groups. Near surface of lagoons end inshore reefs. 
Circum tropical. 

REEF NEEDLEFISH Strongylura mCJsa 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/ • ft.) Needlefishes • Belonidae 
ID: Silvery; extremely slender with elongate upper and lower 
Jaws and numerous needle-like teeth; tail margin wavy with 
larger lower lobe; no keel on tail base. Solitary or form small 
groups. Near surface of lagoons and inshore reefs. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan and Micronesia to Great Barner Reef. 

Hyporhamphus dusswruen 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Halfbeaks · Hemirampludae 
ID: Silvery; slender body w1th very short upper jaw end 
elongate sword-like lower jaw; tail forked With lower lobe 
longer then upper. Form schools. Near surface oflagoons end 
seaward reefs. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to 
Australia. 

Silvery 

KEEL TAIL NEIDLEFISH 
SIZE: to 37 em (15 in.) Needlefisbes • Belamdae 
ID: Silvery; extremely slender With elongate upper and lal'fer 
)aws; forked tail with lobes of nearly equal size and black 
keel on base. Solitary or small form groups. Near smface ci 
lagoons and inshore reefs. 
Circum tropical 

ESTUARINE HALF BEAK Zenarchopterus dJspar 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Halfbeaks • Hemiramphidae 
ID: Silvery; slender body with very short upper jaw and~ 
sword-like lower jaw; margin of tail straight (not forked). 
Common in estuaries, but oocasionally at surface above IXll8l 
reefs and near mangroves. 
Indo· West Pacific: Sn Lanka to Samoa. • Manarta Is. m N. 
Micronesia to New Caledorua 

BANDED ARCHERFISH Tax«es jacu}arnx 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Artbedisbes - Tetmbdae 
ID: Silvery white With 4 or 5 wedge-shaped black bars on 
upper hall of sides; dorsal fm weD beck 011 rear body. Swun 
near surface; • shoot" down msea prey With JE1t ci water from 
mouth. Coral reefs ad)acent to mangiOV8S. 

Indo-Asian Pacific: Indla to Inctonesu1. New Gumea and 
Australia. 
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Mojarras - Flagtails - Ponyfishes - Silversides 

SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.} Mojarras · Gerreidae 
ID: Silver with dusky bars and darkish tail, yellow ventral 
t'lns. Form loose groups to small schools. Sand flats and 
slopes to 40 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Maldives to S. W. Japan, Palau and Yap in 
Mlcronesia 

[[ 

SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.} Mojarras · Gerreidae 
ID: Silver with ovular spots forming broken stnpes. Solitary or 
form loose groups. Sandy areas near reefs. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. -S.W. Japan to New 
Caledonia. 

BARRED FLAG TAIL KuhlJa mugll 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 'I• in.) Flagtails · Kuhliidae 
ID: Silvery, perch-like fish With stnped pattern on tat!. 
Frequently form schools . Rocky surf zones. Juveniles often 
mhabit rocky tide pools. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Central America.· S.W. Japan to 
Australia 
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Mojarras · Gerreidae 
ID: Silver With obvious scales; several rows of dusky (usually 
oval) markings on sides; young have 7-8 dusky bars. Solitary 
or form loose groups. Sandy areas near reefs to 12 IlL 

Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

A " " Gerres oyena 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.} Mojarras · Gerreidae 
ID: SilverWJth obvious scales; unmarked except for a blackish 
margin on dorsal fin (more intense at front}. Solitary or form 
small groups. Common along sandy beaches and sand bottoms 
near reefs to 10 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Mariana Is. in 
Micronesia · S. W. Japan to Australia. 

H Kuhha petlt 
SIZE: to 25 em (9 '/• in.) Flagtails · Kuhliidae 
ID: Silvery wtth no distinguishing markings; may m1x with 
Barred Flagtail, but lack of bold markings on tail. Form 
aggregations in surf zone of rocky shores or in tide pools. 
Central Pacific: Phoenix Is. in Central Pacific and Marquesas Is. 
in French Polynesia. 



Glaucosoma magmficum 
Pearl Perches - Glaucosomatidae 

ID: Compressed oval body; silver with greenish mottling on 
rear body; brown eye bar, white spot below rear dorsal fin; 
filament trails from fore lobe of rear dorsal fin. Usually form 
schools. Coastal reefs and trawling grounds in 10-30 m. 
Localized: S. New Guinea to N. Australia. 

Gazza mmuta 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1• in.) Ponyfishes • Leiognathidae 
ID: Silvery gray With bold maze-like pattern of dark markings 
on back. Usually form aggregations. Silty coastal reefs to 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Silversides -Atherinidae 
ID: Robust body; greenish silver often with blue reflections 
on gill cover; two dorsal fins with ventrals below and behind 
pectorals: narrow silver mid-body stripe. Form schools. Near 
surface in sheltered waters of mangroves and coastal reefs. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia to SOlomon Is. 
-Philippines and Palau to Great Barrier ReeL 

Silvery 

Le10gnalhus biDdus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '1• in.) Ponyfishes • Leiognatludae 
ID: Silvery gray with subtle maze-like pattern on back; deep 
body; orange spot at front of dorsal fin. Usually form scbools. 
Coastal rock and coral reefs mixed with sand bottoms 10 40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India and Sri Lanka to S.W. Japan and 
Australia. 

SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Silversides -Atherirudae 
ID: Thin body (compare With Robust Stlverside lnextiJ: 
greemsh silver; bright narrow stripe from upper eye to tail, 
broad stripe below running from gill cover to near origin of 
anal fin. Fonn large schools. Lagoons and along shore lines. 
Indo-WestPacific: E. Africa toN.E. Australia. FijiandN. Cook Is. 

l ftL )IL ''ER.IDL 
SIZE: to 10 em ( 4 in.) Silversides • Atherirudae 
ID: Silvery; slender Wlth two dorsal fins and ventrals below 
and behind pectorals; several longitudinal rows of small dark 
spots on s1des. Form schools. Usually at surface in sheltered 
waters of mangroves and coastal reefs. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia to SOlomon Is. 
-Philippines and Palau to Great Barrier Reef. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 6 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 
Fusiliers - Anthias 

Tbis ID Group consists of slender bodied, fast-moving fishes that gather in large numbers in mid-water 
to feed on current-borne zooplankton. 

FAMILY: Fusiliers- Caesionidae 
4 Genera - 17 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Fusiliers, close relatives of snappers, are a small family of fishes confined to the tropical waters of 

the Indo-Pacific. Family members typically have slender torpedo-shaped bodies, small terminal mouths 
with protrusible upper jaws, and deeply forked tails. Fusiliers typically congregate in large, fast
swimming zooplankton-feeding aggregations in mid-water along outer reef slopes. Such schools often 
consist of mixed species. During the day small assemblies from aggregations approach the reef where 
they mill about in loose groups and often attend cleaning stations. While near the reef several species 
develop rusty brown complexions. Fusiliers also seek the reefs' protection to sleep at night. 

SUBFAMILY: Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
4 Genera- 38 Species Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape 

Anthias, small sea basses classified in the subfamily Anthiinae, spend much of the day feeding 
on zooplankton just above the reefs protection. On many current-swept outer reef slopes in the tropical 
Pacific pulsating clouds of the small, brightly colored plankton-pickers represent the largest and most 
visually dramatic concentrations of fish life. The huge feeding aggregations, often numbering in the 
hundreds or even thousands, are made up of many small coexisting social units known as harems. 
Each harem consists of a single dominant male, a few lesser males and a cluster of females and 
juveniles. 

Like other sea basses, anthias are sequential hermaphrodites that begin life as females, and later, 
influenced by social or environmental cues change into males. A few males eventually rise through a strictly 
controlled pecking order to gain exclusive dominance of a harem. These typically larger, more brilliantly 
colored individuals, which often display filamentous fin streamers, constantly defend their social position 
and bevy of females by aggressively challenging neighboring males and lesser males under their control. 
At dusk a colony's dominant males begin frenzied up and down, zigzagging courtship dances culminating 
in side-by-side spawning rushes with individual females in their harems. 

138 



BLUESTREAK FUSILIER P!erocaesio tile 
SIZE: to 25 em (9'!. in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue: several dark scale row stripes on back, wider 
dark stripe below, iridescent blue stripe from gill cover to tail, 
black streak on tail lobes. Form aggregations, often mix wilh 
olher fusiliers. Clear water slopes and reefs to 60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Rapa L in French Polynesia -S.W. Japan 
to New Caledonia 

RUDDY FUSILIER Pterocaes10 p!S8Ilg 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 '/, in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Vary from a solid color to combinations of blue to blue-green 
to silvery red; red to black tail tips, straight thin black lateral 
line. Form aggregations. often mix wilh other fusiliers. Steep 
slopes and shallow coastal and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to reefs offshore N .W. Australia, 
Philippines and Fiji. 

THREESTRIPE FUSILIER Pterocaesio llilineata 
SIZE: to 20 em {8 in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery; three yellowish to brownish stripes alternate witb 
three bluish stripes on back; dark tail tips. Form aggregations, 
often mix with other fusillers. Steep slopes, shallow coastal, 
lagoon and seaward reefs to 30m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji, Line Is. and French Polynesia. 
-S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

Bluestreal! Fusilier • Red Phose 
ID: Most fusiliers have lhe ability to change their typical open
water colors to reddish brown shades, esped.ally on the lower 
body, when they associate wilh reefs for sanctuary to anend 
cleaning stations or to sleep at night 

TWINSTRIPE FUSILIER P!erocaesio marri 
SIZE: to 35 em (13 •;, in.) Fusillers · Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue to blue-green; yellow stripe on side coveiS 
lateral line except on tail base, a second stripe on back, dark 
tail tips. Form aggregations, often mix with other fusillers. 
Steep slopes and coastal, lagoons and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to samoa and French Polynesia -S. Japan 
and Micronesia to New Guinea. 

DOUBLHINED FUSILIER Pterocaesiodigramma 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 '/• in.) Fusiliers • Caesionictae 
ID: Silvery blue to blue-green; thin yellow stripe on side 
below lateral line except above on tail base and anolher on 
back; dark tail tips. Form aggregations, often mix with other 
fusiliers. Steep slopes, patch reefs and seaward reefs to 30m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Malaysian Peninsula and S.W. Japan to 
Australia and New Caledonia 
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Fusiliers 

RANDALL'S FUSILIER Pterocaesio randalh. 
SJZE: to 25 em (9 'I• m.) Fusiliers - Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue to reddish blue or blue-green; large elongate 
yellow blotch on forebody, black to reddish tail tips. Form 
aggregations, often mix with other fusiliers. Steep slopes and 
coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
East Indo- Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Molucca Is. in 
Indonesia and S. Pbilippmes 

NARROWSTRIPE fUSIUER Pterocaesw tesse/lata 
SJZE: to 25 em (9'1• in.) Fusiliers - Caesionidae 
ID: Bluish green back with reddish to white below; narrow 
yellow stripe covers lateral line except on tail base, dark tail 
ops. Form aggregations. Most commonly on steep slopes, also 
coastal and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: E. India and Sri Lanka to Philippines, 
Palau and Vanuatu. 

SUNDER FUSILIER Gymnocaesio gymnoptera 
SJZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Fusiliers- Caesionidae 
ID: Bluish green back, silvery pink to reddish below; 2-3 diffuse 
wavy stripes on back and narrow yellow to brown stripe below, 
dark tail tips. Form aggregations, often mix with other fusiliers. 
COral reefs in 2-20 m. 
Indo- West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Fiji, north to 
Pbilippmes. 
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GOLD BAND FUSILIER Pterocaesio chrysozona 
SJZE: to 21 em (8 '1• m.) Fusil!ers- Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery brownish blue to green back and pale lower body; 
wide yellow stripe from eye

1
tapers toward tail base. dark 

tail tips. Form aggregations. Coastal, lagoons and outer 
reefs in 2-25 m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Papua New Guinea. 
- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

WIDE-BAND FUSILIER Pterocaesw latJVJttata 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Fusiliers - Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue; yellow stripe from eye bulges above pectoral 
fin and tapers toward tail base, dark tail tips. Form 
aggregations, often mix with other fusiliers. Most common on 
steep slopes and deep passes, also coastal. lagoons and 
seaward reefs m 10- 50m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: Maldives to N.E. Papua New Guinea. 

MOTTLED FUSILIER Diprerygonatus balteatus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/:in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Brownish to bronze back, silvery below; pair of thin darll 
wavy stripes on back and pale tan stripe below, dark tail tips. 
Form aggregations, often mix with other fusiliers. Coastal, 
lagoons and seaward reefs to 20 m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: Gulf of Aden and SOmalia to Solomon Is. 
- Taiwan to Australia 



YELLOWTAIL FUSILIER Caesio cunmg 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue to blue-green with yellow forked tail; deeper 
body than other fusiliers. Form large aggregauons. Upper edge 
of steep slopes and around coastal patch reefs. often in silty 
areas with reduced visibility to 30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. India and Sli Lanka to Vanuatu. · S.W. 
Japan to Palau, N. W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

YELLOWBA<K FUSILIER Caesio xanthonota 
SIZE: to 40 ern (16 in.) Fusiliers · Caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue with yellow nape, back and tail. Form large 
aggregations often mix with other fusiliers. Upper edge of 
steep slopes and around coastal patch reefs and seaward 
reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia. 

VARIABLE-LINED FUSILIER Caesio vanlineata 
SIZE: to 40 ern (16 in.) Fusiliers- caesionidae 
ID: Silvery blue with 2-6 yellow stripes; black streak near 
tip of each tail lobe. Form aggregations, often mix with other 
!usiliers. Upper edge of steep slopes and around coastal 
patch reefs and outer reefs in 2-25m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to N.W. Sumatra in 
Indonesia. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

BlUE AND YELLOW FUSILIER Gaeslo ceres 
SIZE: to 40 em (1 'I• ft.) Fusiliers - Caesiorudae 
ID: Silvery blue, yellow from back to lower tail base and tail, 
black pectoral fin base. Form large aggregations, often IIIIX 
with other !usiliers. Upper edge of steep slopes and around 
coastal patch reefs and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Aflica to Micronesia, Samoa and Line Is. in 
eastern Central Pacific. - S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

lUNAR FUSILIER 
SIZE: to40crn(16in.) 

Caesio Iunans 
Fusiliers - Caes1onidae 

ID: Silvery blue; black tip on tail lobes, row of black dashes 
on arching lateral line. Young· Yellow tail with black tips. Form 
large aggregations, often mix with other fusiliers. Upper edge 
of steep slopes, coastal patch and seaward reefs to 30m. 
Indo- West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Solomon Is. and Fijt 
-S. W. Japan to Palau and Great Barrier Reef. 

SCISSORTAIL FUSILIER Caesro caerulaurea 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Fusiliers - CaesJOnidae 
ID: Silvery blue; yellow stripe on side from bead to tail, dark 
streak on each lobe of forked tail Form large aggregations, 
often mix with other fusiliers. Upper edge of steep slopes and 
around costal patch reefs and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa · S.W. Japan 
to Micronesia and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Anthias 

RED SUNDER ANTHIAS Luzonichthys earlei 
SIZE: to 4.4 em {1 '/, in.) Anthias • Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Red often with some dark speckling and markings on 
back; 2 separate dorsal fins and small mouth. Form plankton
feeding aggregations 1· 3 m above substrate, often mix with 
other anthias species. Steep outer reef slopes in 15· 205 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maldives to Marshall Is. in Micronesia, Hawaii 
and Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

YILLOWNOSE SLENDER ANTHIAS Luzonichtbys whitleyi 
SIZE: to 6 em {2 '1. in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Red to pink with yellow to orange upper bead and back, 
body color continues onto ta.il; 2 separate dorsal tins . Form 
plankton-feeding aggregations 1· 3 m above substrate, often 
mix with other anthias species. Steep slopes of outer reefs 
in 15·50 m. 
East Indo· Pacific: East Indian Ocean to Phoenix and Line Is. 

YELLOWBACK ANTHIAS Pseudanthias evansi 
SIZE: to 10 em {4 in.) Anthias • Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male · Violet with bright yellow back from nape diagonally 
to lower tail; scattered yellow spots on body, pale band through 
eye. Form large plankton-feeding aggregations 1·3 m above 
substrate of outer reefs slopes to 40 m. 
Indian Ooean: East Africa and Mauritius to Christmas I. and 
Andaman Sea. 
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MAGENTA SLENDER ANTHIAS Luzonichthys waite! 
SIZE: to 7 em {2 'I• in.) Anthias · Serranidae/ Anthiinae 
ID: Magenta with yellow to orange upper head and on back; 
deep violet to yellow on taill;>orders; 2 separate dorsal tins. 
Form huge schools, often mix with other anthias species. 
Steep outer reef slopes to 35 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Aldabra to New Caledonia and Fiji. · S.W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

BARTLffi'S ANTHIAS Pseudanthias baitlettorum 
SIZE: to 9 em {3 '/. in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Lavender with yellow upper head, back, dorsal and tail 
fins; violet tail borders; long 2nd dorsal fin spine. Female· Similar, 
lack long fin spine. Form plankton-feeding aggregations above 
substrate. Steep outer reef slopes in 4-30 m. 
Pacific: Papua New Guinea, Palau, Caroline and S. Marshall Is. 
in Micronesia to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

Yellowbock Anthias · Female 
ID: Violet with bright yellow back from nape diagonally to lower 
tail; orange band through eye. Aggregations may number in 
the hundreds and contain far more females than males. 



LONGfiN AHTHIAS PSeudantluasvenuahs 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• lll.) Amhias- Senarudae/Anthunae 
ID: Mae- Lavender Wlth variable amounts of yellow on upper 
head. back and tat! base, yellow fins, except red often m 
dorsal; random magenta stripes and spots on back. long 
ventral fins. Form small groups on outer reefs m 26-68 m 
Pacific: Great Barner Reef to PitcaJm l east of French PolynesJa, 
north to Manana Is. m M1crones1a 

TWOSPOT ANTHIAS Pseudanlllias b1maculatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• m.) Antluas- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male • Shades or red or orange with lavender to purple 
scribble markings; 2 orange to yellow bands bordered with 
lavender to purple extend from eye to pectoral fin. tips of tall 
lobes blwsh. Form small plankton-feeding aggregations 1-3m 
above reefs and steep slopes m 20-60 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to Java and Bali in lndones1a 

SQUARE SPOT ANTHIAS PSeudantluas pleuroroema 
SIZE: to 20 em (8lll.) Anthias - Senarudae/Anthunae 
ID: Mae- OrangJSh red to magenta; large square VIOlet spot on 
side; long 3rd dorsal spme. Form loose groups oontallllllg far 
more females than males. Steep seaward slopes m 10-180 m, 
usually below 25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Samoa- s.w. Japan and Micronesia 
to N. W. Australia and New Caledonia. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

longfin Anthia.s - Female 
ID: Shades or lavender Wlth yellow back and fins. 

Twospot Anthios - Female 
ID: Red to orange or magenta head and forebody gradatmg 
to bright yellow back. tail base and dorsal, anal and tail fins. 
Turbid ooasta1 reefs and clear outer reefs. 

Squarespot Anthios • Female 
ID: Orange with yellow fins; pair of violet stripes run from 
eye to tail base (oompare sllllllar female Shen's and SCalefin 
Anthias !following!). Form harems with dommant males. 
Socially dominant female capable or sex change over period 
of2-3 weeks. 
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Anthias 

SHEN'S ANTHIAS Pseudanthias shem 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Anthias • Serranidae/ Anthilnae 
ID: Male· Orangish red to magenta or violet; 3rd dorsal spine 
of male elongate. Groups contain numerous females and 
several males. Form plankton-feeding aggregations 1· 3m 
above outer reef slopes in 20 ·55 m. 
Localized: Offshore reefs of N.W. Australia. 

DOIDBACK AHTHIAS Pseudanthias venacor 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Anthias • Serranidae/ Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Reddish orange with yeUow1sh Jughl!ghts; small 
dark spots on upper body, yellowish tail borders. Form small 
groups. Lurk around caves and ledges on steep outer reef 
slopes in 20-50 m. 
North Asian Pacific: Philippines to S.W. Japan. 

BARRIER REEF AHTHIAS Pseudanthias engelhardi 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Pale lavender-pink with pale yellowish to orangish 
tint on head and forebody; pale band below eye; 3rd dorsal 
spine slightly elongate. Form plankton-feeding aggregations 
1· 3 m. above outer reefs in 50· 70 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef and Milne Bay Province of S.E. 
Papua New Guinea. 
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Shen' s Anthias · Female 
ID: Orange with yellow fins; pau of violet stripes run from 
eye to tail base. Form harems with dominant males. Socially 
dominant female capable of sex change over period of 2 • 3 
weeks. Essentially identica\ to female Squarespot Anthias 
!previous), distinguish by association with male of same 
species. 

BICOLOR ANTHlAS Pseudantlllas bicolor 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Orange upper body, lavender to pale pink below; long 
2nd and 3rd dorsal fin spines with yellow tips. Female· Similar, 
but spines shorter and Jack yellow tips. Form schools. Ledges 
and outcroppings oflagoon and outerreefs in 5-68 m. 
Indo· Pacifi~ Mauritius to Hawaii and Line Is. in eastern Central 
Pacific. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Barrier Reef Anthias • Female 
ID: Pale lavender pink with yellow tint on head. 



PAINTED ANTHIAS Pseudanth.tas p1ctilis 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Mole - Variable shading from lavender to red, tail red with 
broad yellowish white bar at base; yellow line from eye to 
base of pectoral hn. Form aggregations above outer reef 
slopes in 10-40 m, usually below 20m. 

Southwestern Pacific: Coral Sea, Great Barrier Reef, New 
Caledonia and Lord Howe I. 

REOFIN ANTHIAS Pseudanthias d1spar 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 '1• m.) Anthias - Serrarudae!Anthiinae 
ID: Male - Orange to yellow body, lavender to pink head and 
bright red dorsal fin, translucent tail Form plankton-feeding 
aggregations 1-3m above substrate; males erect dorsal fin 
during courtship. Upper edge of steep slopes to 15m. 
East Indo- Pacific: Christmas L to Line Is. m eastern Central 
Pactfic. - S.W. Japan and Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 

PURPLE QUEEN Pseudamhias pascalus 
SIZE: to 17 em (5'/• in.) Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male- Purple With numerous small dark blue to orange 
spots; yellowish snout forming fleshy protuberance and pale 
chin. Form plankton-feeding aggregations high above outer 
reef slopes in 5-60 m. 
Pacific: N. Sulawesi in lndones1a and Micronesia to French 
Polynesia.- Taiwan and S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

FLAME ANTHIAS Pseudanthias igrutus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Anthias- Serranidae!Anthiinae 
ID: Male- Orange to yellow body, lavender to pmk head and 
bright red dorsal fin ; red borders on tail. Form plankton
feeding aggregations above upper edges of steep slopes m 
10-30 m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives and Andaman SeatoN. Sumarra in 
Indonesia. 

Redlin Anthias - Female 
ID: Orange to peach upper head, body and fins, lower head 
pale; 2 narrow violet to lavender or yellowish baJs extend 
from eye to pectoral fin base. Form schools, females far 
outnumber males. 

Purple Queen - Female 
ID: Purple to purplish red; red to orange stripe from eye to 
edge of gill cover. Aggregations contain far more females 
than males. 
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Anthias 

PURPlE AHTHIAS Pseudanthias tuka 
SIZE: to 12 em (4'1• in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male · Purple; yellow to yellowish chin and dark purple 
b lotch on rear dorsal fin. Fonn plankton feeding-aggregations 
1·3 mabove outer reef slopes, but also coastal reefs in 2·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Solomon Is. · S.W. Japan, Palau 
to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

THREADFIN AHTHIAS Pseudanthias hucho 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 '1• in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male · Lavender-gray to yellowish gray; bright red stripe 
from eye to pectoral fin base, red border on ventral fins; long 
3rd dorsal spine. Solitary or fonn small plankton· feeding groups 
around outcroppings of clear outer reef slopes in 4 ·20m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines. Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Is., Vanuatu and Great Barrier Reef. 

STOCKY AHTHIAS Pseudamhias hypselosoma 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '12 in.) Anthias • Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Pinkish with extensive red area on upper head and 
foreback, red spot on dorsal fin; rounded tail, elongate ventral 
fins and large anal fin. Fonn schools above coral outcroppings 
on sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons to 35m. 
East Indo · West Pacific: Maldives to Samoa.· S.W. Japan tO 
Palau and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Purple Anthios · Female 
ID: Purple to lavender; yellow stripe along back to tip or 
upper tail lobe, yellow border lower tail lobe. Aggregations 
contain far more females th~ males. 

Threadfln Anthias · Female 
ID: Dull yellow or greenish yellow; bright yellow borders on 
tail. Groups contain far more females than males. 

StO<ky Anthias - Female 
ID: Orange with pinkish lavender tints; s lightly forked tail 
with red tips on lobes, thin lavender line from eye to pectOral 
fin lobe. In groups females far outnumber males. 



S<ALIFIN ANTHIAS Pseudanthfas squamipinnis 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male/ Red Variation· Shades of red with yellow spots on 
body scales; purple blotch on outer pectoral fin; long 3rd dorsal 
spine. Form small to huge plankton-feeding aggregations 
above shallow coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 2-20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Solomon Is. and Fiji. 
-S.W. Japan to Palau and E. Australia. 

·--~-

S1alefin Anthias · Female 
ID: Orange; violet-edged orange stripe runs from eye to 
pectoral fin base Compare similar female Squarespot and 
Shen's Anthias (previous). In groups or aggregations females 
greatly outnumber males. 

Randall's Anthias - Male/Striped Variation 
ID: Males often develop wide violet stripe markings. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

Scolefin Anthias- Male/PUI'ple Variation 
ID: Shades of purple, body may have tints of yeDow or green; 
purple blotch on outer pectoral fin on all male variations; long 
3rd dorsal spine. Feed on plankton in strong currents high 
above the substrate. Often the most common anthias species 
on shallow reefs. 

RANDAll'S AHTHIAS Pseudanthias randalli 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Anthias -Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male -Red to lavender; fins red with variable violet markings; 
elongate 3rd dorsal spine. Femme -Similar, but have yellowish 
dorsal and tail fins. Form small groups. Lurk near caves and 
ledges on steep dropoffs in 15-120 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Marshall Is. in 
E. Micronesia, north to S.W. Japan. 

RandaH's Anthias - Mole/ Lavender Variation 
ID: Lavender males often develop wide red stripe markings. 
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Anthias 

GOLDEN ANTHIAS Pseudantbias aUIUlentus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'h in.) Anthias - Serranidae/ Anthiinae 
ID: Mole - Orangish; pair of bright red stripes with white 
stripe between on upper body; long 3rd spine of dorsal fin. 
Form small groups above rubble and boulder areas on outer 
reef slopes in 40-60 m. 
Localized: Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

WHinSPOmD ANTHIAS Pseudanthias hutomoi 
SIZE: tO 12 em (4 '/• in.) Anthias - Serranidae/Antluinae 
ID: Mole - Pinkish to lavender; reddish band with violet 
borders from eye to pectoral fin, 2 white spots on back and 
whitish blotch on rear body and upper tail base. Form small 
schools. Cluster around rocky outcroppings on coastal reefs 
in 30-70 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

OUVE ANTHIAS PseudanUlias olivaceus 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 'I• in.) Anthias - Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Mole- Olive to dark gray; yellow spots on scales of lower 
body may align to form bars. yellow stripe behind eye. Form 
small plankton-feeding aggregations around rock and coral 
formations of seaward reefs to 34 m. 
Central Pacific: Cook and Austral Is. to French Polynesia, 
north to Line Is. 
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LUZON ANTHIAS Pseudanthias luzonensJs 
SIZE: to 14.5cm (5 '/• in.) Anthias- serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Mole - Peach to pinkish with reddish snout; red to orange 
band across nape divides into three narrow wavy stripes to 
tail, wide red margin on tail. Female - Pale peach without 
distinctive markings. Outer reef s lopes in 20-60 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Papua New Guinea 
-Taiwan to Palau and Great Barrier Reef. 

Whitespotted Anthias - Female 
ID: Pinkish with reddish scale margms and yellowish brown 
upper head; wide orangish band from eye to pectoral fin, 
3 -4 small white spots on back and upper tail base. 

Olive Anthios - Female 
ID: Purple or reddish gray With bright yellow tail; red border 
on dorsal fin. SOmetimes associated with Fusilier Damselfish 
which apparently mimics anthias. 



SILVERSTREAK ANTHIAS Pseudanthias cooperi 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Anthias • Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male · Red to orange to pale pink with red tail; silver-white 
streak below eye, red pat.ch or bar on mid-side (may be intense 
or faint). Form small plankton-feeding aggregations above 
substrate of current swept outer reefs and drop-offs in 15-60 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa and Lme Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. · S.W. Japan to Micronesia and Australia. 

REDBAR ANTHIAS Pseudanthias rubrizonatus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Anthias • Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male/Pink Variation- Peach on head gradating to pale pink 
on rear body; pale stripe below eye and red bar on side. Form 
clusters around coral outcroppings, sometimes in turbid 
water. Coastal and seaward reefs in 10·58 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andarnan Sea to Solomon Is. · S. W. 
Japan to Palau, N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

SUNSET ANTHIAS Pseudanthias parvirostris 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 1ft in.) Anthias · Serranidae/ Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Yellow with purple dorsal fin and borders on tail; purple 
line markings on head. ReddiSh with white dorsal fin and tail 
borders in Indian Ocean. Form small aggregations near pat.cb 
reefs and coral out.croppings of deep outer slopes in 30 · 65 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Mauritius and Maldives to Philippines. 
Palau and Solomon Is .. north to S. Japan. 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

S~verstreak Anthios · Female 
SIZE: to 11 em (4'1• in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Olive upper body gradating to reddiSh head and lavender 
belly; reddish band from eye to pectoral fin; red dorsal and 
tail fins. 

Redbar Anthios ·Mole/ Yellow Variation 
ID: Peach on bead gradatmg to yellow on rear body, 
occasionally enurely yellow; pale stripe below eye and red 
bar on side. Fem<~le · Light red with yellow mark on each scale 
except belly where whitish, a narrow violet band from below 
eye to lower pectoral base. red tipped tail lobes. 

Sunset Anthias · Female 
ID: Pinkish undercolor with yellow spots on scales to solid 
bright yellow; violet line markings on snout and top of bead. 
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Anthias 

LOAI'S ANTHIAS Pseudantlllas Jon 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 '/• m.} Antlllas- Serrarudae/ Am.lwnae 
ID: Lavender to red underoolor with orangish spots on body 
scales; 3-5 bnght red bars on back, bright red stnpe on 
upper tail base. tail lobes reddish. Steep outer reef slopes 
and drop-offs m 25 • 60 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Chnstmas L to Philippines, Fiit and French 
Polyne5la. • S.W. Japan to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

PRINCESS ANTHIAS PseudanclJJas smithvanlZJ 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 '/ • in.} Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Malt · Lavender undercolor with orangish spots on body 
scales; red to reddish upper head and back, pwple tail borders. 
Form small groups, sometimes mix with Lori's Anthias 
I preVIous!. Steep ouw reef slopes in 6-70 m. 
East Indo-West Pacitic: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Palau and 
Marshall Is. m Micronesta • S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef 

REDSTRIPE ANTHIAS Pseudanr.Juas tasaatus 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 /o m.) Anthlas • Serranidae/Anthnnae 
ID: Female · Orange to peach; red stripe from gill cover to tail. 
Male · Dtstmguished by long tall lobes. SOlitary or form small 
groups. Most commonly in caves (may orient upstde down 
to ceiling} of deep outer reefs and steep slopes 20-68 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Papua New Guinea- S.W. Japan 
to Palau and Great Barrier ReeL 
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YHLOWSPOTTED ANTHIAS 
SIZE: to 11 em (4'/• m.} 

Pseudanr.Jus flavogutrEtus 
Anthlas • Serrarudae/ Anthiinae 

ID: Lavender to red underoolor wllh yeUow spots on scales; 
alternating bright red and willie bars on back and tall base, 
yeUow tail lobes. Form small schools. Lurk near ledges and 
caves of deep outer reef slopes and dropoffs below 30 m. 
North Asian Pacific: S. Japan to Palau. 

Princess Anthia.s • Female 
ID: Lavender underoolor with orangish spots on body scales; 
white to pale blue stripe on back continues into white to pale 
blue tall with red borders. 

HAWK ANTHIAS SerranocmbJtus latus 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.} Antluas · Serrarudae/ Antbiinae 
ID: Deep pmk to orang15h With yeUow spot on scales of upper 
body; large bright yellow spoc on upper gill oover. yeUow bands 
racllate from eye. SOlitary or form small groups. Lurk under 
ledges or near recesses m outer reef dropoffs m 15-70 m. 
West Pacitic: Indonesia to Ftii. · S.W. Japan to Palau, Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 



PAIIffiD PERCH LET Pseudanthias pictilis 
SIZE: to 13.5 em (5 '1• in.) Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Male· Reddish lavender; violet bar edged with orange 
below middle of soft dorsal fin, pale oval-shaped mark on 
tail. Form mid-water aggregations above seaward reef 
slopes in 20·40 m. 
Southwest Pacific: S. Great Barrier Reef, New Caledonia and 
Lord Howe!. 

DWARF PERCHLET 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Plectranthias nan us 
Anthias - Serranidael Anthiinae 

ID: White to tan undercolor with irregular reddish brown 
blotches and spots; diagonal bar below eye, dark spot on 
upper and lower tail base. Solitary. Crevices and recesses 
of ooastal. lagoon and outer reefs in 6-55 m. 
East Indo· Pacific: Christmas I. to Philippines, Hawaii, Line Is. 
and Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia. (Only around islands.) 

CHEQUERED PERCHLET Plectranthias inemlis 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (l 'h in.) Anthias- Serranidae/Anthiinae 
ID: Whitish undercolor; large square red blotches align to 
form bars; first three dorsal spines yellowish; fins 
translucent or lightly spotted. Solitary. Base of steep slopes 
in rubble or in crevices of seaward slopes in 14-65 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Christmas l to Molua:a Is. in Indonesia, 
Philippines and New Guinea 

Slender Schoolers/Colorful 

Painted Perchlet · Female 
ID: Violet-pink sides and belly gradating to yellow upper 
back, dorsal and tail fins. Form mid-water aggregations, 
usually far more abundant than males. 

LONGFIN PERCH LET Plectrantbias Jongimanus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (l'h in.) Anthias -Serranidael Anthiinae 
ID: White to tan underoolor; irregular reddish brown blotches, 
diagonal brown bar below eye, white spot on upper and 
lower tail base and behind dorsal fin. Solitary. Crevices and 
recesses of reefs in 6 -73 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Afrtca to Fiji. • S. W. Japan to Great Barrier 
Reef. Primarily from continental margins and large islands. 

REDBLOTCH PERCHLET Plectrantbias winmeiJSlS 
SIZE: to 4.8 em (1 'I• in.) Anthias · Serranidae/Antluinae 
ID: YeDowishorangetoyeDowishbrown; reddishbotcbmgootail 
base, small pale spot on back between 1st and 2nd dorsal fins. 
Solitary; cryptic crevice dwellers. Outer reef slopes in 23-58 m 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea to Hawaii and Pitcaim Is. east of Frencb 
Polynesia. · Marshall ls. in Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef 
and New Caledonia. 

151 



IDENTIFICATION GROUP 7 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 
Groupers - Soapfishes - Hawkfishes - Sweetlips 

This ID Group consists of fishes with beavy, robust bodies. 

FAMILY: Sea Basses- Serranidae 
As a group members of family Serranidae are difficult to define, but can be distinguished by three 

spines on their gill covers, a long, continuous dorsal fin, a complete lateral line, large mouths with more 
than one row of teeth, and typically rounded tail fins. Serranids, which include the species-rich grouper 
complex, has undergone dramatic alterations in recent years. For example, anthias, presented in ID 
Group 6, were previously classified in family Anthiidae, but are now included in Serranidae as subfamily 
Anthiinae; likewise soapfishes once classified in family Grammistidae are now considered members 
of the sea bass family in subfamily Gramrnistinae. Also, a small group of diminutive sea basses in 
subfamily Liopropomatinae are presented in ID Group 11 because of their cryptic nature. Most sea 
basses are hermaphroditic beginning life as females and later changing into males. A few species, 
however, develop both male and female gonads simultaneously. 

FAMILY: Sea Basses/Groupers
Serranidae 

6 Genera - 57 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Groupers, the most recognizable members of the sea bass family, are also locally known as rockcods, 
cads, hinds, and trouts. All have strong, stout bodies and large mouths filled with more than one row of 
teeth. In the Indo-Pacific, they vary in size from the Giant Grouper reaching a length of 231 em (7 'lz ft.) 
to the Blacktip Grouper attaining less than 40 em (16 in.). Smaller groupers mature in one year, while 
larger species take many years to reach sexual maturity. Spawning is seasonal and controlled by moon 
phase. Many of the larger species travel from miles around, at precise times, to spawn in mass 
aggregations at traditional sites. 

Groupers, subject to regular infestations of external parasites, spend significant amounts of time 
at preferred cleaning stations within their home ranges where larger individuals establish proprietary 
claims. Groupers are solitary carnivores that hunt near the bottom. Although awkward in appearance, 
groupers can cover short distances quickly. Fishes or crustaceans are drawn into their gullets by a 
powerful suction created when they rapidly open cavernous mouths. Held securely by hundreds of small, 
rasplike teeth that cover the jaws, tongue and palate, the prey is swallowed whole. 
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SUBFAMILY: Soapfishes- Serranidae/Grammistinae 
5 Genera- 6 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

The small group of fishes, known as soapfishes, exhibit a mixed bag of body shapes, but all have 
the unique ability to exude a soapy skin toxin (grammistin), which makes them unpalatable to 
predators. Soapfishes typically have upturned mouths, protruding lower jaws, and rounded tail fins. 
They generally inhabit shallow waters, and are solitary night-hunters that tend to lie on the bottom 
or hide inside crevices during the day. 

FAMILY: Hawkfishes- Cirrhitidae 
7 Genera - 15 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Hawkfishes are a family of small, stout-bodied bottom fishes, without swim bladders, that 
typically establish territories within the branches of soft and hard corals. Initially curious, the 
picturesque fishes perch in an exposed position until closely approached before darting into protect 
areas where their thick lower pectoral fins can be used to wedge themselves in place. A series of 
cirri attached near the tips of their dorsal fin spines easily and reliably identifies family members. 
The sequential hermaphrodites live in small harems. All, except the plankton-feeding Lyretail 
Hawkfish, are lie-in-wait predators of small fishes and crustaceans. 

FAMILY: Sweetlips (Grunts)- Haemulidae 
2 Genera- 14 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Sweetlips are closely related to and resemble snappers, but are not quite as large, have smaller 
mouths, more prominent lips, and lack the snappers' canine teeth. The fishes are known in many 
regions as grunts because of a "grunting" sound produced by rubbing flat teeth plates together, which 
is amplified by adjacent air bladders. The nocturnal predators of bottom-dwelling crustaceans spend 
daylight hours hovering alone or in groups near the reef's structure. Boldly patterned and erratic 
swimming juveniles only vaguely resemble their adult forms. 

153 



Groupers 

SL£NDER GROUPER Anyperodon Jeucogrammicus 
SIZE: to 52 em (20'1• in.} Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Slender body; greenish to brownish gray with red
orange spots covering head and body; usually 3-4 pale 
stripes of variable intensity depending on mood. Solitary; 
fish predators. Sheltered coastal and outer reefs in 5-80 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia and Samoa. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

PfACOCK GROUPER Cephalopholis argus 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.} Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Brown; oovered with small black-edged blue spots, broad 
blue borders on rear dorsal, anal, pecroral and tail fins. Solitary 
or form groups of up to 12 including a single dominant male. 
Variable habitats from tide pools to outer reef slopes in 1-15m_ 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to E. French Polynesia. 
-S.W. Japan to Australia. 

BLUES POTTED GROUPER Cephalopholis cyanostigma 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.} Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Brown to reddish brown, often lightly mottled; oovered 
with numerous black-edged blue spots. Solitary. Coastal, 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 1- 50 m. 
Asian-Pacific: E. Malaysian Peninsula, Philippines and 
Papua New Guinea to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Slender Grouper · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 '1• in.} 
ID: Gold underoolor with dark edged pale blue stripes; blue
edged black spot on base of t<¥J and another on base of rear 
dorsal fin. Mimic similar appearing wrasse allowing a close 
approach to fish prey. 

Peacodt Grouper - Pale Phase 
ID: Can pale or darken rapidly. Frequently display 5-6 pale 
bars on rear body in both the dark and pale phases. 

Bluespotted Grouper - Juvenile 
SIZE: 5-12 em (2-5 in.} 
ID: Dark gray to brown with yellow fins. It was once 
described as a separate species, C. xanthopterus, but 
transitional specimens revealed its true identity. Like other 
genus members feed on crustaceans and fishes. 



BLUELINED GROUPER Cephalopholis formosa 
SIZE: to 34 em (13'1• in.) Groupers · Serranidae 
ID: Dark brown to yellowish brown with dark blue, primarily 
horizontal, lines on head, body and fins. Solitary. Dead silty 
reefs in sheltered waters and coastal reefs in 1-15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India and Maldives to N.W. Australia, 
north to S.W. Japan. 

CHOCOLATE GROUPER Cephalopholis boenak 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Brown; usually display 7 • 8 dark bars on side, tail with 
dark corners edged in blue. Solitary; feed primarily on 
crustaceans. Dead silty reefs in sheltered waters and coastal 
reefs in 4-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and New Caledonia, 
north to S.W. Japan. 

FLAGTAIL GROUPER Cephalopholis urodeta 
SIZE: to 27 em (10'1• in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Brown to reddish, darker toward tail; occasionally display 
faint pale bars, diagonal white lines across comers of tail. 
Indian ocean variation lacks these lines and has a dark spot on 
upper gill cover. Solitary. Variable reef habitats in 1· 60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to 
Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

HARLIQUIN GROUPER Cephalopholis poDeni 
SIZE: to43 em (17 in.) Groupers · Serranidae 
ID: Yellow to greenish yellow: bright blue or violet stripes 
on head, body and fins. Solitary. Clear water of outer reefs 
and steep slopes, seldom in less than 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: S.E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific, 
north to S.W. Japan. 

LEOPARD GROUPER Cephalopholis /eopardus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Mottled reddish brown with numerous red-orange to 
pinkish red spots ; dark brown saddle on tail base, dark 
brown streak on upper corner of tail, less intense streak 
below. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 35m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

STRAWBERRY GROUPER Cephalopbolis spiloparaea 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Red to pale reddish orange with dark red to brownish 
red mottling; commonly covered with faint pale spots, blue 
to pale submarginal outline on taiL Solitary. Common on 
steep outer slopes in 15 · 108m. 
Indo · Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to 
Australia. 
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CORAL GROUPER Cephalopholis miniata 
SIZE: to 41 em (16 in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Orange-red to reddish brown with numerous dark-edged 
blue spots; a narrow blue margin on all fins exoept pectOrals, 
occasionally display pale bars. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 2-150 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central 
Pacific. -SW. Japan to Australia 

SADDLE GROUPER Cephalopholis sexmaculata 
SIZE: to 48 em (19 in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Orange-red with numerous small blue spots; often lines 
on head, 6-7 pale saddles on back that commonly extend 
into bars on sides. Solitary or form groups. Caves on outer 
reef slopes in 10-150 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. -SW. Japan to 
Australia. 

TOMATO GROUPER Cephalopbolis sonnerad 
SIZE: to 57 em (23 in.) Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Orange-red to reddish brown with dense network of red 
spots on head; more loosely scattered, fainter spots on body 
and fins. Solitary; frequent shrimp cleaning stations. Lagoon 
and outer reefs in 10-150 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 
-S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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Coral Grouper · Small Juvenile 
SIZE: 5-12 em (2-5 in.) 
ID: Orange-red with scattering blue-gray spots on head, 
body and fins. Inhabit caves i!Dd crevices, rarely in open. 

Saddle Grouper -Juvenile 
SIZE: to48cm (19 in.) 
ID: Similar to adults, but with black saddles between pale 
bars, sparser blue spottmg and blue lines on head. Inhabit 
deep caves and recesses, rarely in open. 

Tomaro Grouper- Voriolion 
ID: Blotchy shades of red-orange to brown often forming 
6 · 7 bars; scattering of small white spots on fins. Solitary. 
Patch reefs below 20 m. 



FRECKLED GROUPER Cephalopholis rmcropnon 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 'h in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Completely dark brown or display whitiSh area covenng 
much of body; dark-edged blue spots cover head and breast. 
Solitary. Dead silty reefs in sheltered coastal waters m 2 · 20 m. 
West Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and Philippines to Great 
Barrier Reef and Fiji. 

Masked Grouper· Juvenile 
SIZE: 5-12 em (2·5 in.) 
ID: Dark violet to lavender with bright red margins on 
dorsal, anal and tail fins. Solitary. Outer reefs in 2-20m. 

INDONESIAN GROUPER Epmephelus waanders1 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Groupers· Senanidae 
ID: Whitish to bright wlute body, grayish head and 
yellowish gray fins covered with small brown spots 
(frequently obscured by bright white areas); large dark 
blotches form broken bars. Solitary. Coastal reefs in 3-25m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

MASKED GROUPER Gracila albomargmata 
SIZE: to 50 em (2'/: ft.) Groupers -Serrarudae 
ID: Olive head gradating to nearly black on body; large wlute 
square on mid-body, mid-lateral row of short narrow darkba!s, 
line markings on head, dark spot on white tail base. Solitary; 
hover in mid-water. Steep outer reef slopes in 15-120 m. 
Indo- Pacific: E. Afnca to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynes1a. 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

BROWN-SPOTTED GROUPER Epmephelus chlorostigma 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 'It ft.) Groupers • Senanidae 
ID: Shades of brown covered with numerous small close-set 
brown spots; tail slightly concave (tails rounded on most 
grouper species). Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs 
and mud bottoms in 4-280 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa. north to 
S.W. Japan. 

SURGE GROUPER Epinephelus sociahs 
SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.) Groupers • Senarudae 
ID: Shades of brown to olive with numerous small close-set 
brown spots; scattered white spots, dark margin on tail, 
rear dorsal and anal fins. Solitary. SUrge areas of reef flats. 
rocky rubble and deep tide pools to 3 m. 
Central Pacific: Insular areas from S. Japan to Samoa, Lme 
Is. and Rapa I. in French Polynesia. 
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SPE<KLED GROUPER 
SIZE: to 120 em (4 ft.) 

Epinephelus cyanopodus 
Groupers -Serranidae 

ID: Pale bluish gray: profuse small black spots on head. body 
and fins. Juveniles and sub-adults (picrured) have black 
margin on tail and black ventral fin tips. Solitary. Lagoons and 
outer reefs over sand bottoms near patch reefs to 150 m. 
West Pacific: S. China Sea and Marshall Is. in Micronesia to Fiji 
-S.W. Japan to Australia 

PALIMARGIN GROUPER Epinepbelus bontoides 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Gray-brown with scattered reddish brown to black spots; 
fins dark gray with narrow pale margins. Solitary. Sheltered 
coastal reefs over mud, rock or cobble bottoms in 2-30m_ 
Asian Pacific: Taiwan, Indonesia and Philippines to New 
Britain east of Papua New Guinea. 

DUSKYTAIL GROUPER Epinephelus bleeken 
SIZE: to 75 ern (2 '/oft.) Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Whitish undercolor with numerous orange to reddish or 
dark brown spots on head and body, spots on fins less weU 
defined: often display several faint dark bars on body, white 
margin on spotless tail. Solitary. Silty coastal reefs to 50 m. 
Indo -Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf to N.W. Australia, north to 
Taiwan. 
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LONGSPINE GROUPER Epinephelus longispinis 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Grayish brown with paler blotches; brown spots on head 
and diagonally-elongate SP<l.ts on body, pair of large dark 
blotches on dorsal fins. Solitary. Coastal reefs in 1-70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Lesser Sunda Is. in Indonesia. 

CORAL ROCK GROUPER Epinephelus corallicola 
SIZE: to 49 ern (19'/• m.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Blotchy dirty white to pale brown with small widely spaoed 
black spots on head, body and fins; darkish saddles on back, 
no distinct margin on rear dorsal, anal and tail fins. Solitary or 
form small groups. Silty coastal reefs and estuaries in 5-20 m_ 

Asian Pacific: W. Malaysian Peninsula to Solomon Is. -Taiwan 
to Australia. 

SNUB NOSE GROUPER Epinephelus macrospilos 
SIZE: to 43 em (17 in.) Groupers -Serranidae 
!D: Dirty white with large polygon-shaped brown spots 
covering head, body and fins; white margin on dorsal, anal 
and rounded tail fin. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs in 3-44 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. 
-S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 



BLA<KSADDL£ GROUPER Epinephelus howlandi 
SIZE: to 44 em {17 •t. in.) Groupers · Serranidae 
ID: Blotched pale gray and brownish gray with brownish 
black spots on head, body and fins: dark saddles on back and 
upper tail base, white margins on dorsal, anal and tail fins. 
Solitary. Lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 37 m. 
West Pacific: S. China Sea to Samoa. · S.W. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef. 

AREOLATE GROUPER Epinephelus Bieolatus 
SIZE: to 40 em {16 in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Gray to whitish with numerous large dose-set brown spots 
that become smaller and more numerous with maturity; 
narrow white straight margin on tail {tails rounded on most 
grouper species). Solitary. Fine sediment bottoms to 200m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Fiji. · S.W. Japan 
to N.W. Australia. 

LONGfiN GROUPER Epinephelus quoyanus 
SIZE: to 38 em {15 in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Whitish undercolor with closely set polygonal spots in 
varying shades of brown; brown diagonal band across breast, 
broad dark margin on anal fin, two darkish bands on throat 
under gill cover. Solitary. Silty coastal reefs in 1· 50 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Papua New Guinea 
• S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

GREASY Gf!OUPER Epinephelus tauvina 
SIZE: to 75 em {2 '/a ft.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Blotchy dirty white to pale brown with reddish brown 
spots on head, body and fins; darkish saddles on back, series 
of black spots form dark margin on rear dorsal, anal and tail 
fins. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in t-20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

TWINSPOT GROUPER Epinephelus bilobatus 
SIZE: to 33 em {13 in.) Groupers· Senanidae 
ID: Light gray undercolor with polygonal spots in varying 
shades of brown: brilliant white strip on back, pair of blackish 
bi-lobed spots at base of dorsal fin. Solitary. Coastal reefs with 
weed bottoms and scattered coral patches in 4-50 m. 
Asian Pacifi.c: N.W. Australia and islands just west of Irian Jaya 
in Indonesia 

HONEYCOMB GROUPER Epinephelus merra 
SIZE: to 32 em {13 in.) Groupers · Serranidae 
ID: White undercolor with polygonal spots in varying 
shades of brown; no distinctive markings. Solitary. Coastal, 
lagoon and sheltered outer reefs in 1-50m, but usually less 
than 20m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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FOURSADDLE GROUPER Epinephelus spilotoceps 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 'I• in.) Groupers- Serrarudae 
ID: Whitish undercolor with closely packed polygonal spots in 
varying shades of brown; merging spots on back form 4 dark 
saddles. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 1-20m. 
Indo- Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 
- S. China Sea to offshore reefs of W. Australia. 

CAMOUFlAGE GROUPER Epmephelus po/yphekaclion 
SIZE: to 61 em (2ft.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Brown with dirty white blotches, especially on upper 
body; numerous small dark brown spots covermg head, 
body and fins, dark saddle on tail base. Solitary. Clear 
water of lagoons and outer reefs in 1-46 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Australia 

N£TFIN GROUPER Epinephelus miliaris 
SIZE: to 53 em (21 in.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Undercolor white with irregular gray blotches and covered 
with closely packed polygonal brown spots. SOlitary; young 
inhabit mangroves and seagrass beds, adults in deeper 
water. Coastal reefs and outer slopes in 1-180 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa, north to S.W. Japan. 
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HEXAGON GROUPER Epmephelus hexagonatus 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Whitish undercolor with closely packed polygonal spots 
in varying shades or brown~spots on upper body often pale 
and poorly defined, merging dark polygons on back form 
5 dark saddles. Solitary. Outer reefs exposed to surge. 
Indo · Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Pitcairn Is. east of 
French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

ONE-BLOTCH GROUPER Epmephelus melanostJgma 
SIZE: to 33 em (13 in.) Groupers· serranidae 
ID: Bluish white undercolor with closely packed polygonal 
spots in varying shades or brown; merging spots on back 
form dark saddle under mid-dorsal fin. Solitary. Lagoons, 
reef flats and seaward slopes to 10 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa, north to S.W. Japan. 

CLOUDY GROUPER Epmephelus erytluurus 
SIZE: to 43 em (17 in.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Dark gray with irregular pale spots and blotches 
randomly joined to form maze-like pattern. Solitary. Turbid 
harbours and estuaries with muddy or silty-sand bottoms in 
1· 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Pakistan, Laccadive Is. off India to 
Malaysian Peninsula and W. Indonesia. 



HIGHFIN GROUPER 
SIZE: 1.0 60 em (2 ft.) 

Epinephelus maculatus 
Groupers -Serrarudae 

ID: Browmsh gray to brown covered wuh dark brown 
polygonal spots; pair of prominent white saddles on 
forehead and middle of back. Solitary. Often on open sand 
at base of reefs m coastal, lagoon and outer reefs m 2-100 m 
Indo-West Paciflc: E. Africa to Samoa, nonh 1.0 S. W. Japan 

WHITIBLOTCHED GROUPER Epmephelus multmotatus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 'I• ft.) Groupers- Serrarudae 
ID: Dark gray w1th scattered m egular whitish spots and 
blotches on head, body and fins; rear edge of tail straight or 
slightly ooncave. Solitary; juveniles more oommon near shore, 
adults usually m deep water. Coastal reefs m 10-90 m 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa and Arabian Gulf 1.0 W. Australia. 

WHITISTREAKED GROUPER Epmephelus angus 
SIZE: 1.0 35 em (14m.) Groupers- Serrarudae 
ID: Brown With large white blotches; numerous small pale 
spots on head. body and fins, the spots JOtn to form wavy 
stnpes on larger md.IVIduals. Solitary and crypuc. Near caves 
and ledges of coastal and lagoon reefs m 5-25 m. 
Indo-West Paciflc: E. Africa to Fiji.- S.W. Japan 1.0 Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Highfill Grouper • JuvenUe 
SIZE: 5-12 em (2-5 in.) 

ID: Dark brown With some yelloWISh tmt. especaJiy on fins· 
Widely spaced large blacktsh and white spots, white saddles 
on nape (largest), m1d-back and taJI base. Young are found 
close to ooral outcroppmgs and debns. 

WHITES POTTED GROUPER Epmephelus caeruleopunctatus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Groupers -Serranidae 
ID: Browrush gray 1.0 charcoal with whlte spots and blotches: 
pectoral. anal and convex tail fins black; only grouper to 
have underlying netted pattern. Solltary.lns1de or near caves 
of coastal. lagoon and seaward reefs in 4-65 m. 
Indo- West Pacific: E Africa and Arabian Gulf to Fiji-S.W.Japan 
1.0 E. Australia 

Whitestrealted Grouper ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 5·12em (2-5m.) 
ID: Dark brown With numerous small white spotS on head. 
body and fms. Solitary. Shelter under ledges or close 1.0 coral 
outcropprngs of coastal, lagoon and outer reef slopes m 1-20m. 
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MALABAR GROUPER Epmepllelus ma/abancus 
SIZE: to 234 em (7 '/, ft.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Large, barred or mottled shades or gray to brown to ollve 
With smau whitish spots and blotches; covered w1th 
numerous smaU dark spots. Solltary. Protected areas of reefs. 
lagoons and estuanes to 100m 
fndo-West Pacific: Red Sea to FIJI and Tonga.· S.W. Japan to 
Great Barr1er Reef and New Caledorua. 

ORANGE·SPOTTED GROUPER Epmephelus 00101des 
SIZE: to 95 em (3'/• ft.) Groupers · Serrarudae 
ID: Tan to dark gray-brown with numerous orang~sb spots 
on head. body and fins; four irregular ladder or H·shaped 
dark bars and 3·4 blackish saddles on back. Solitary. Tutb1d 
coastal reefs and estuaries 10 1-100 m. 
fndo -West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Abica to samoa -s.w. Japan 
to Australia. 

GIANT GROUPER Epmephelus lanceolacus 
SIZE: to 234 em (7 '/ • ft.) Groupers • Serranidae 
ID: Huge; mottled shades or dark gray to dark brown With 
small whitish spots and blotches. Largest Indo-Pacific 
grouper attaining a weight or at least 288 kg. (635 lbs.). 
Solltary. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes in 3-100 m 
fndo -Pacific: S. Red Sea and E. Afnca to Pitcairn Is. east or 
French Polynes1a -S.W. Japan to Ausualia 
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BROWN·MARBL£0 GROUPER 
SIZE: to 100cm(3'/• ft.) 

Epmephelus fuscoguttatus 
Groupers • Serramdae 

ID: Pale yeUowJSh brown With numerous close-set small 
brown spots of vanable m~ns1ty ; five vertical senes or 
uregular dark brown blotches. small black saddle tail base. 
Solltary. Coastal. lagoon and outer reef slopes m 1·60 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa · S W. Japan 
to Australia 

POTATO GROUPER Epmephelus wku/a 
SIZE: to 200 em (6 'I ft.) Groupers • Serrarudae 
ID: Huge; pale graYJsh With large round to ovate dark gray 
or blackish blotches on body; dark gray bands and blotches 
on head. spoke· like markmgs radiating from eye. Solitary. 
Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs in 5·150 m. 
fndo·Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Great Barner 
Reef, north to S.W. Japan. 

WAVY-LINID GROUPER Epmephelus undulosus 
SIZE: to 50 em (2 '/• ft.) Groupers · Serrarudae 
ID: Pale gray to reddish gray: small dark spots on head, dark 
wavy lines and spots on body, fins bluish on smaller fish. 
Sohtary. Coastal reefs. usually on open sand bottoms near 
low coral or rock outcroppings m 15· 90 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca and Arab1an Sea to Papua New 
Gumea, north to T8Jwan 



BLACKTIP GROUPER Epinephelus fasciatus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Groupers · Serranidae 
10: Highly variable from pale to medium greenish gray, 
reddish yellow or brown and scarlet; often with 5-6 dark 
bars of variable intensity, black tips on spinous dorsal fin. 
Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs in 3·160 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Pitcairn Is. east of 
French Polynesia · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

HALfMOON GROUPER Epmephelus nvulatus 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Reddish brown head, mottled pale brown body with 5·6 
megular dark brown bars; dark brown tail with pale 
speckling. Solitary. Coastal reefs, often in weedy areas in 
10·150m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and New Caledonia. 
· S.W. Japan toN. New Zealand. 

BARRAMUNDI Cromileptes altivelis 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 'I• ft.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Pale greenish white to light greenish brown with large 
widely spaced black spots ; compressed body with long 
sloping nape and concave profile above eyes. Solitary and 
reclusive. Usually on dead, silty reefs in 1· 30 m. 
West Pacific: E. Malaysian Peninsula to Australia and New 
Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Blocktip Grouper · Variation 
ID: Dark reddish brown with dark body bars; top of head 
reddish brown with 2 pale bands across nape, black tips on 
dorsal fin spines (source of common name) are not always 
present. 

REDMOUTH GROUPER Aethaloperca rogaa 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Groupers· Serranidae 
ID: Dark brown to black, occasionally with orangish cast; 
frequently with pale bar across abdomen; inside mouth red. 
Solitary. Usually inside or near caves or under ledges in coral· 
rich areas of seaward reefs in 3 ·50 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Fiji. · S.W. Japan 
to Australia 

Barromundi • Juvenile 
SIZE: 4 · 8 em (1 'lz · 3 in.) 
ID: White with fewer and larger black spots on head, body 
and tins than adult. Reclusive, hide near or in reef crevices 
and caves. Swim with unusual undulating motion similar to 
juvenile Sweetlips. 
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Groupers - Soapfishes 

YEUOW-EDG£0 LYRETAIL Vanolalouu 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 m.) Groupers - Serrarudae 
ID: Vtolet to orange-red to brown with violet tO blue spots on 
head, body and ltns; lyre-shaped tail with yellow margin. 
Solitary. Clear waters of lagoons and outer reels m 3-240 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to French Polynesta -
S.W. Japan to Australia. 

WHITt-EDGED LYRETAIL Vanola alb1margmata 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Brownish orange with vtolet spots on head. body and 
fins ; lyre-shaped tall with white margin. Solitary Coastal 
reefs, lagoons and outer reefs in 4-200 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa- S.W. Japan toAusuaha 

SPOntD CORAL GROUPER Plecuopomus maculatus 
SIZE: to 125 em (41t.) Groupers - Serrarudae 
ID: Red, pale gray or ohve to dark brown with numerous 
small blue spots on body and fins; elongate blue spots on 
head, blue margin on tail, blue ring around eye. Solitary. 
Silty coastal reels in 5-50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and Philippines to 
Papua New Guinea and Aust ralia. 
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Yelow-edged lyretoi • Juven~e 
SIZE: 5-12 em (2·5 m.) 
ID: Reddish brown back and upper head. wlute below with 
broad black smpe between. ~all blue spots on back and 
upper head, white stnpe from rruddle of forehead to snout. 

HIGHFIN CORAL GROUPER Plectropomus ohgacanthus 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 'I. ft.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Red to reddish brown to lavender-brown with blue hnes 
on head; blue spots on body and fms w1th some that jom 
to form vertical hnes on mtd-side. Solitary. Steep slopes m 
5-147 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Phthppme and Marshall Is. in 
Mlcronesia to Australia 

UOPARD CORAL GROUPER Plecuopomus leopardus 
SIZE: to 70em (2 '/ fl) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Red, pale gray or olive to dark brown w1th small blue 
spots on head, body and hns. blue margm on tail, nng 
around eye, may display bars. Solitary. Coastal and lagoon 
reefs in 3-100 m. 
West Pacific: South Chma Sea and S.W. Japan to Australia 
and Fiji. 



BLACKSADDLE CORAL GROUPER Plectropomus laevis 
SIZE: to 125 em (4ft.) Groupers - Serranidae 
ID: Pale Variation -Whitish with 4 black saddles on body and 
black band above eye, fins yeUow. GeneraUy smaller than 
the dark form and is possibly restricted to juveniles and 
females. Solitary. Lagoons and seaward reefs in 4-90 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Tuamoutus Is. in French Polynesia 
• S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

SQUARETAIL CORAL GROUPER Plectropomus areolatus 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 '/ , ft.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Whitish to pale gray with numerous small dark-edged 
blue spots on head, body and fins ; frequently with 4-5 dark 
blotches forming saddles on back. Solitary. Coastal reefs, 
lagoons and outer reefs in 2-20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa and Phoenix Is.· S.W. 
Japan to Australia. 

ARROWHEAD SOAPFISH Belonoperca chabanaudJ 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Soapfishes -Serranidae 
ID: Long slender body and elongate pointed head; dark bluish 
gray with black speckling; yeUow spot on tail base, blue
rimmed black blotches on dorsal and ventral fins. Solitary. 
Caves and crevices on steep outer reef slopes in 4-50 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Bladtsaddle Coral Grouper· Dark Variation 
ID: Dark gray to olive head, light gray to olive body with 3-4 
dark bars or saddles; small dark-edged blue spots on head 
body and fins. This variation is possibly restricted to males, but 
no conclusive evidence. Feeds on a variety of larger reef fishes. 

ROVING CORAL GROUPER Plectropomus pessuliferus 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Groupers- Serranidae 
ID: Brown to orange-red or olive with numerous small dark· 
edged round and vertically elongate blue spots; may 
display 5 · 6 dark bars on upper body. Solitary. Coastal, 
platform and outer reefs in 10 -14 7 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Sumatra in lndonesta, 
but one individual recorded from Fiji in the Pacific. 

DOUBLEBANDED SOAPFISH Diploprion bifasciatum 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Soapftshes · Serranidae 
ID: Yellow head, body and fins ; dark brown to black eye bar 
and broad bar from mid-dorsal fin to anal fin. Solitary or form 
small groups. Coastal reefs, often in turbid water in 1·18 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India and Maldives to Papua New Guinea. 
• S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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Soapfishes - Hawkfishes 

SPOTTID SOAPfiSH Pogonoperca punctat.a 
SIZE: 10 35 em (14m.) Soapfishes · Serrarudae 
ID: Brown wtth dense covermg of small white spotS; 5 black 
saddles on head, back and tail base; skin flap on dun Sobtary 
or in parrs. Clear waters of outer reef slopes in 20 · 120 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan and Indonesia 10 New Caledorua. 

OCILLA TID SOAPFISH Grammistops ocellatus 
SIZE: 10 13 em (5 in.) Soapfishes • Serranidae 
ID: Brown with large pale-edged dark brown 10 blaclash spot 
on gill cover. Sinular Mottled Soapfish (next] has larger scales 
and is mottled. Sobtary or m pairs; cryptic. Deep ms1de caves 
and creVIces of lagoons and outer slopes m 8 · 30 m 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
· SW 10 Australia. 

FAlSE S<ORPIONFISH Centrogenys VaigJe!IS/S 
SIZE: 10 15 em (6 m.) False Scorpionfishes • Cenuogen~~dae 
ID: Mottled brown wtth numerous dark blotches; dark bands 
on fms except dorsal winch has spots and long spmes. also 
vanauon with nearly solid orange body and white fms. 
Resembles a scorpiOnfish, possibly 10 discourage predators. 
Solitary or groups. Estuanes and silty coastal reefs in 2 · 1 0 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India 10 N.W. Australia, north toS.W. Japan. 
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SIX·UNED SOAPFISH 
SIZE: 10 27 em (10'/• lll.) 

Gramrmstes sexhneatus 
Soaplisbes - 5erranidae 

ID: Black with 6·9 wh1te to gold stnpes. Solitary. Under 
ledges or in recesses of lagoons, reef Oats or seaward reefs 
to 20m. 
lndo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Marquesas Is. in 
French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

MOnLED SOAPFISH Psettdogramma polyacanthttm 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Soapfishes • Serranidae 
ID: Mottled brown: large pale-edged dark spot on gill cover. 
Similar Ocellated Soaplish (previous! has much smaller 
scales and is not mottled. Solitary and cryptic. Caves and 
crevices of coral reefs m 1·61 m 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca 10 PltcaJm Is. east of French Polynesia. 
• S.W. Japan 10 Australia 

........--.......,~ 

LONGNOSE HAWKFISH 
SIZE: 10 13 em (5 tn.) 

Oxyocrhltes typtts 
Hawkfishes • Cirrhiudae 

lD: Long "needle-nosed" snout; wtute With red bars and 
stripes forrnmg netted pattern of squares Solitary. Perch 
among branches of black coral and gorgonian sea fans on 
steep outer reef slopes in 12-100 m. usually below 25m. 
lndo·Pacific: Red Sea to Hawaii and Panama.· S.W. Japan 
to Great Barner Reef. 



TWINSPOT HAWKFISH Amb/ycl!Thltus bimacu/a 
SlZE: to 8.5 em (3 'I• in.) Hawkfishes -Cirrhitidae 
ID: Whitish underoolor with irregular brown bars: pale-edged 
black spots under rear dorsal fin and on gill cover. Solitary 
and cryptic. Caves and crevices of seaward reefs in 2-20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and French Polynesia. 
-Taiwan to Australia. 

THREADFIN HAWKFISH 
SlZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Cilrhitichtbys aprinus 
Hawktishes -Cirrhitidae 

ID: White undercolor with irregular red to brown bars and 
blotches: pale-edged dark brown spot on gill oover. Solitary 
or form small groups. Coastal and seaward reefs in 5-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and S. W. Japan to Papua 
New Guinea and Australia. 

PIXY HAWKFISH 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3'1• in.) 

Cirrhitichthys oxycephalus 
Hawktishes - Cirrhitidae 

ID: White undercolor w ith irregular red-brown spots on 
body and fins . Similar Threadfin Hawkfish (above] has 
occelated spot on gill cover. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Panama. - Mariana 
Is. in Micronesia to Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

GOLDEN HAWKFISH Cintutichtbys aureus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Hawktishes- Cirrhitidae 
ID: Yellow to orange to pale brown underoolor ; may display 
darkish blotches, pale-edged dark spot on gill oover. Solitary. 
Outer reef drop-offs, often on sponges, usually below 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to S.W. Japan. 

DWARF HAWKFISH Ci.rrhitichthys fa/co 
SlZE: to 7 em (2'1• in) Hawktishes- Cirrhitidae 
ID: White with a pair reddish brown saddles on forebody; 
small red-brown blotches on rear body often align as bars, 
pair of reddish bars below eye. Solitary. Near ooral heads 
on seaward reefs in 4-46 m. 
Indo-Northwest Pacific: Maldives to Caroline Is. in Micronesia 
-S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Pixy Howkfish- Red Variation 
ID: Color pattern variable acoording to locality and depth. 
Individuals from deeper water frequently have a pinkish 
undercolor with more closely-set, irregular red to maroon 
spots. Pictured individual from N. Sulawesi, Indonesia. All 
variations Jack the bars under eye of similar Threadfin 
Hawkfish and Dwarf Hawkfish I above]. 
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Hawkfishes 

SPlfNDID HAWKfiSH 
SIZE: to 23 em (9m.) 

Cm1utichthys splendens 
Hawkfishes • CIJTluudae 

!D: White undercolor With dark brown body blotches, red 
spots on head are elongate on nape. spotted tall Solitary 
Seaward reefs m 5·30 m 
Southwest Pacific: N. New South Wales, Lord Howe, Norfolk 
and Kermadec Is 

LYRETAIL HAWKFISH Cypnnocrrrillces polyactiS 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Hawkfishes • Cirrlutidae 
!D: Orange-brown w1th faint brown freckling: forked tail. 
Solitary or form groups. Unlike other hawkfishes. wluch feed 
on the bottom. hover m mtd-water feeding on plankton over 
steep slopes and coral outcroppings in 10·132 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to Australta. north to SW. Japan. 

ARC·ffi HAWKfiSH ParaCIITillces arcacus 
SIZE: to 13 em (5m.) Hawkfishes • CIJTluudae 
!D: Shades of brown: arc-shaped marking of orange, red and 
blue lines behind eye, 3 orange dashes on lower edge of gill 
cover, broad white stnpe on side to tail. Solitary. Perch on 
coral heads of coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs in 1·35 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Alrica to Hawaii and French Polynesia. 
• S.W. Japan to Australia. 

168 

MARBl£0 HAWKFISH Curlntus pinnulacus 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Hawkfishes · CIIThttidae 
!D: Blotchy brown With wlute spots on body. One of the 
larger hawkfishes. Solitary ~award reefs m wave-affected 
areas to3 m. 
Indo-Pacilic: Red Sea and E. Alnca to Rapa and Marquesas 
Is. m French Polynesta. • S.W. Japan to Australia 

FLAME HAWKFISH Neocurillcus armatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '11 in.) Hawkfishes • Cirrhitidae 
!D: Bnlliant red: broad zone of black on back, also black ring 
around eye. Solitary and wary. Perch among branches of 
Pocillopora and Stylophora branching corals. Clear seaward 
reefs m 1·10 m. 
West Pacific: Phthppmes. Sunda Is. m Indonesta to Samoa. 
• S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef. 

NISUS HAWKFISH Pa!aCIITillteS ll/SUS 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Hawkfishes · Cirrhittdae 
!D: : Lower edge of eliptical marking behind eye extends 
across cheek to lip, broad wh1te stnpe on rear body 
bordered with wide black bands. Solitary or in pairs. Among 
Pocillopora coral on exposed outer reefs in 3-25 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Phoerux ls.in Central Pacific and Tuamotu Is. 
tn French Polynesia. 



HALfSPOTTED HAWKFISH Parac!IThites hemistlctus 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Hawkfishes- Cirrhitidae 
ID: Pale Variation - Brown to yellowish brown or gmy on head 
and body; wrute mid-lateral stripe with yellow below, 
numerous dark spots on upper body. Solitary. Perch in corals 
on clear. exposed seaward reefs in 1-18m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling I. to Marquesas Is. m 
French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

YEUOW HAWKFISH Paracirrhites xanthus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Hawkfishes -Cirrhitidae 
ID: Yellow; short diagonal black line belllnd eye. Solitary. 
Perch among branches of POCillopora coral on exposed outer 
reefs in 3-25m. 
Central Pacific: Phoenix Is. and Tuamotu and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia. 

Fre<kled Hawkfish ·Variation 
ID: Brown head and forebody and at a variable point on rear 
body becomes yellow continuing onto ta11 base and tail. 
Most commonly perch on branching corals including 
Acropora, Pocillopoca and Stylophora. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Halfspotted Hawkfish- Dark Variation 
ID: Dark brown to dark gray; numerous dark spots cover 
enure body, single small white spot on mid-body. 

FRECKLED HAWKFISH Paracirrhit.es torsten 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '1• in.) Hawkfishes- Cirrllltidae 
ID: Colors quite variable, most commonly shades of brown; 
numerous small spots "freckles " on head and forebody. 
brown striped area toward rear of body. Solitary. Perch on 
corals in coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs in 1-35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas Is. in 
French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Freckled Hawklish ·Variation 
ID: Red to dark brown on upper half of body becoming black 
on rear with wrute lower body; yellow stripe on back: 
"freckles" on bead is key to identification of all variations. 
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Sweetlips 

GOLDSTRIPED SWEETUPS Plectorhinchus chrysotaenia 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Sweetlips · Haemulidae 
ID: Silvery-blue with numerous yellow stripes. bright yellow 
fins. Solitary or form groups. Coral· rich areas of coastal reefs 
and lagoons in 6 · 70 m. Formerly classified as P. celebicus. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan and Molucca Is. in Indonesia the 
Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

DIAGONAL-BANDED SWEETLIPS Plectorhinchus lineatus 
SIZE: to 48 em (19 in.) Sweetlips · Haemulidae 
ID: White with black body bands and white belly; lips and 
fins yellow; spotted dorsal. anal and tail fins. Solitary or form 
small groups; generally nocturnal but drift in the open during 
the day. Coastal reefs, lagoons and seaward reefs to 35 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Great Barrier Reef 
and New Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

Oriental Sweetlips ·Lorge JuvenUe/Sub·adult 
SIZE: 10· 15 em (4·6 in.) 
ID: White with yellowish head; irregular pattern of broad 
black stripes, bands and spots on head, body and fins. 
Solitary; remain close to shelter. 
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MANY-LINED SWEffiiPS PlectorhinchtlS multivittatum 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Sweetlips • Haemulidae 
ID: Pale bluish gray with bright yellow fins; wavy yellow llnes 
on head, diagonal rows of ~roken yellow lines on body. 
Solitary or form small groups; nocturnally active, drift in 
sheltered areas during day. Mainly coastal reefs in 3 · 20 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 

ORIENTAL SWEETLIPS Plectorhinchus vittaws 
SIZE: to 85 em (3ft.) Sweellips • Haemulidae 
ID: White with black stripes, lips and fins yellow; spotted 
dorsal, anal and tail fins . Solitary or form small groups; 
nocturnal, but drift in open during the day. Coastal reefs, 
lagoons and seaward reefs in 2 ·25m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and Samoa, north 
to S.W. Japan. 

Oriental Sweetr.ps · Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-8 em (1 '1>·3 in.) 
ID: Dark brown with several large irregular white spots 
bordered with pale yellow. Solitary; remain close to shelter. 
Swim with peculiar undulating motion. 



STRIPED SWEffiiPS 
SJZE: 48 em (19m.) 

Plecwrhmchus lesso1l11 
Sweetlips- Haemulidae 

ID: Whne With 4-5 brown stnpes on upper body, whi te 
unmarked lower body, yellow lips; broken lines on head. 
spots on yellOWISh dorsal. anal and tail fins. Solitary Coastal 
reefs. lagoons and seaward reefs to 35 m. 
West Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and S.W. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

RIBBON SWEETLIPS Plectorhmchus polytaeroa 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Sweetlips • Haemubdae 
ID: Bright yellow with bold pattern of black-edged pale blue 
stripes running from head to tail. SOlitary or may form small 
resting groups during the day; actively forage at night on 
smaU invenebrates. Coastal and seaward reefs m 5· 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippmes to Papua New 
Guinea and N.W. Australia. 

GIANT SWEffiiPS Plectorhmchus albovucatus 
SJZE: to 100cm (3'/.tl) Sweethps - Haemulldae 
ID: Dusky gray mottled body; faint wide dark bar bebmd 
pectOral fm; black ventral fins and black edges on dorsal. anal 
and trul fins. Solitary. Lagoon and seaward reefs m 2·50 m 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to FiJI. - S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Striped Sweetlips - Juvenile 
SJZE: 5-12 em (2-5m.) 
ID: Yellow tO pale yellow underoolor; black stripe runs from 
above eye ontO soft dorsal hn. and w1de black stripe from 
eye through tail, pectOral hns dark w1th pale yellow borders 
(sunilar Giant Sweethps, JUvenile (below) pectoral fins 
translucent yellow) . 

GOLD-SPOTIED SWEffiiPS Plectorhmchus Oavomaculatus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Sweetlips - Haemulidae 
ID: Gray with orange and blue stripes on head and small 
orange spots on upper body extending onto dorsal and tail 
fins. Solitary or form small groups. Sheltered coastal reefs 
and lagoons in 2-25m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca tO Papua New Guinea 
• S.W. Japan t0 Australia 

Giant Sweetips- Juvenile 
SJZE: 7-15 em (3·6 m.) 
ID: Yellow undercolor w1th black stnpe from above eye tO 
base or soft dorsal fin; wtde black stripe from eye tO tail base; 
pectoral fins translucent yellow. Smular Striped Sweetlips, 
JUvenile (above) pectoral fms dark w1th pale yellow borders. 
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Sweetlips 

DOTTED SWEETLIPS Plectorhinchus PlCI.IS 

SIZE: to 85 em (3 ft.) Sweetlips • Haemulidae 
ID: Whitish with profuse small black spots covering head, body 
and fins, unmarked white belly: black margin on rear edge of 
giU cover (similar Many-spotted Sweetlips [below] lack this 
marking. Solitary. Clear outer reefs and lagoons in 5-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Seychelles and Mauritius Is. in Indian Ocean to 
Society Is. in French Polynesia.- s.w. Japan to Australia. 

SOMBER SWEETLIPS Plectorlnncbus l.lllico/or 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 '1• ft.) Sweetlips- Haemulidae 
ID: Uniform dark slivery gray, black ventral and pectoral fins; 
white spine on fore ventral fin, black edge on gill cover 
above pectoral fin base. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sheltered areas of reefs. 
Localized: Papua New Guinea to Queensland and the Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Many-Spotted Sweetlips · large Juvenile/Sub-adult 
SIZE: 8-20 em (3-8 in.) 
ID: White undercolor, occasionally with yellowish or 
greenish tinting on back: pattern of numerous brown spots 
that encircle several large white spots. Usually among corals 
of sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons in 1-12 m. 
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Dotted Sweetlips ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 8-20em(3-10in.) 
ID: Black with broad white area on lower parts, white snout: 
pair of white saddles on back, white ring around base of tail; 
tail has black center with broad white outer margin. Solitary; 
swim with peculiar undulating motion. 

MANY -SPOTTED SWEnuPS Plectorhmchi.IS chaetodonoides 
SIZE: to 72 em (2'1• ft.) Sweetlips - Haemulidae 
ID: Whitish to yellowish or greenish undercolor, unmarked 
whitish belly; profuse dark brown spots on head. body and 
fins. Usually solitary. Often near ledges of coastal reefs, 
lagoons and seaward slopes in 2-30m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Fiji.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Many-Spotted Sweetfips · Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-10 em (1 'I• -4 in.) 
ID: Brown with large white spots with dark borders. 
Solitary; remain close to shelter. Swim with peculiar 
undulating motion. Very small individuals possibly mimic 
toxic flatworms. 



BLUBBERUP Plectorhinchus gibbosus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Sweetlips • Haemulidae 
ID: Gray to brown with charcoal-gray head; black margin on 
cheek and gill cover, dark outlines around scales, may display 
dusky wide bar on back and forebody; high back profile. 
Solitary. Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 25m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa.· S.W. Japan 
to AuStralia. 

!INDONESIAN SWEETLIPS DJagiammasp. 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Sweetlips • Haemulidae 
ID: Gray with brown spotting on body. larger blackish spots 
on yellow dorsal and tail fins, black ventral and anal fins. 
Large juveniles have combination of stripes and longitudinal 
rows of spots. Solitary or form groups over sand bottoms. 
Coastal reefs and lagoon in 3 · 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula, Indonesia and Philippines. 

Silver Sw~tfips • Sub·odult 
SIZE: to 30·60 em (1· 2ft.) 
ID: Silvery gray with yellow to dusky spots. 

Heavy Bodies/Large Lips 

Blubberlip · Lorge Juvenile 
SIZE: 6·20 em (2 'h ·8 in.) 
ID: Brown with large pale blotches. Small juveniles are solid 
or nearly solid brown. Often venture into fresh water. 

SILV£R SWEETLIPS 
SIZE: to 94 em (3 'I• ft.) 

D1agramma pictum 
Sweetlips · Haemulidae 

ID: Unmarked silvery gray except dark spotting on dorsal 
and tail fins. Solitary or form group. Sand bottoms of coastal 
reefs and lagoon in 5 · 40 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Vanuatu. · S.W. 
Japan to Australia and New Caledonia 

saver sw~tr!ps • Juvenlle 
SIZE: 5·10 em (2·4 in.) 
ID: White undercolor with pair of broad back stripes on 
upper body, lower head and body yellow; large black 
marking on dorsal fin; with age a narrow broken stripe forms 
between and another below large stripes. Solitary; swim 
with vigorous side·to·side motion. Sandy areas around rock 
outcroppings or debris. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 8 

Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 
This ID Group consists of fishes that primarily use their pectoral fins to swim. (Besides the closely related 
Wrasses [next ID Group), few other fishes swim primarily witl1 their pectoral fins.) 

FAMILY: Parrotfishes- Scaridae 
7 Genera- 41 Species Included 

Terminal Phase- Typical Shape Initial Phase - Typical Shape 

Virtually every reef in the Indo-Pacific is home to a bustling community of parrotfishes. These 
robust assemblies are typified by foraging herds of nondescript, two- to six-inch females, and large, 
solitary, brightly colored males, which spend their day methodically taking bite after bite of algae 
from the bottom. Parrotfishes share many traits with their close relatives and forerunners , the 
wrasses. Members of both families swim primarily with their pectoral fins, change sex from females 
to males, generally exhibit two or more color patterns within the same species, and have complex 
social and mating systems. However, unlike wrasses, which use conspicuous canines to capture 
hard-shelled crustaceans, the teeth of parrotfishes have fused into powerful beaks capable of rasping 
fi!an1entous algae from the porous external skeletons of dead coral. In the process, large quantities 
of the reef's structure - calcium carbonate- are routinely consumed. On average, nearly 75 percent 
of the gut content of parrotfishes is composed of inorganic sediment. Broad, bony teeth plates, known 
as the pharyngeal mill grind the grit into tiny bits, and a long, specialized alimentary tract, without 
a true stomach, extracts food, leaving the remains with nowhere to go but back to the reef as sand. 
In fact, the family's copious processing system generates much of the sand associated with tropical 
reefs and beaches. It has been estimated that large parrotfishes deposit more than 5,000 pounds of 
sediment annually. 

Contrary to the territorial nature of many reef fishes, that partition and defend limited food 
supplies, parrotfishes specialize in a plentiful and rapidly renewable plant food source, allowing several 
species to share overlapping feeding grounds harmoniously. The average parrotfish diet also includes 
the tender, uncalcified tips of algal bushes, sea grass blades, occasional crustaceans and, now and 
again, a bite or two of sponge. A few of the larger Indo-Pacific species feed in part on living coral. 

During maturation most parrotfishes go through a series of changes that dramatically alter their 
colors, markings and body shapes. These transformations are marked by a JUVENILE PHASE (JP), 
INITIAL PHASE (IP) and TERMINAL PHASE (TP), which represents the largest, brightest, most 
aggressive and least numerous individuals. IP typically consists of females and, in some species, may 
also include males. Most parrotfishes are hermaphroditic and go through a sex change to become TP, 
while the IP males of other species simply mature into TP without changing sex. TP, always males, 
have reached the apex of sexual maturity and experience the greatest reproductive success. 

Most parrotfishes live in harems with a single dominant TP, and from two to seven female IP with 
which they exclusively mate. All species are pelagic spawners that typically release gametes in paired 
male/female spawning rushes daily at traditional times and locations. A strict, size-related pecking 
order governs social rank within harems. Such hierarchies allow the largest IP in a harem to transform 
into a terminal male after the disappearance of the harem's previous TP. These two- to three-week 
metamorphoses reorder the gonads from ovaries to testes and confer a bright new coat on the recently 
transformed females. 
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Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

BLEEKER'S PARROTFISH 
SIZE: to 48 em ( 19 in.) 

Chlorums bleeken 
Parrotfishes - Scaridae 

ID: TP · Green with pink to lavender scale edges; large pale 
yellowish to greenish patch on cheek with green border, dark 
green margin and borders on tail. Sheltered coastal reefs. 
lagoons and outer slopes in 3-35m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Vanuatu and Fiji.- Philippines and 
Marshall Is. in Micronesia to E. Australia. 

GREENHEAO PARRROTFISH Chlorurus troschelil 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Parrotfishes - Scaridae 
ID: TP · Green with pink to lavender scale edges gradating 
to bluish on lower body; large pale patch on cheek extends 
to lower bead, dark band from snout to eye. Solitary. Clear 
waters of seaward reefs in 5-25 m. 
East Indian Ocean: E. A.ndaman Sea to Sumatra and Java in 
Indonesia. 

INDIAN PARROTFISH Chlorums capisuatOJdes 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) Parrotfishes - Scaridae 
ID: TP · Green back with rosy pink streak on each scale, pale 
below and yellowish pectoral region; green bands around 
mouth and eye. Form groups. Inner and outer reef crests. 
usually m shallow surge zone. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa, Mauritius. Seychelles and Andaman 
Sea to Sumatra and Bali in Indonesia. 

Bleeker' s Parratfish • IP 
SIZE: to 39 em (15 '1> in.) 
ID: Dark brown with 3-4 faint pale whitish bars. 

Greenhead Porrrotfish • IP 
SIZE: to30em(ll 'I• in.) 
ID: Dark gray-brown to black with 3-4 pale yellowish bars. 

Indian Porrotfish • IP 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) 

ID: Dark gray with pale pinkish snout and tail; 4 · 5 whitish bars 
and yellowish outer margin on pectOral fin. 
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Parrotfishes 

BULL£THEAD PARROTFISH Chlorurus sordidus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP ·Highly variable shades of green With lavender scale 
edges, pale green tail base, pale yellowish cheek: blue to 
lavender to pale green patch on snout. Solitary. Coral reefs and 
adjacent rubble to 30m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Ducie Is. 
east of French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia 

Bulletheod Porrotfish · IP 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) 
ID: Light reddish brown head and forebody gradating to dark 
rear body with 3·4 veltical rows of small white spots (spots can 
rapidly fade or intensify). Often form small to large groups. 

Bullethead Parrotfish · JP 
SIZE: 5·6cm (2·2'h in.) 
ID: Alternating black and white stripes of equal width, 3 each, 
from head to tail. 
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Bulletheod Parrotfish · TP Variation 
ID: Pale green tail base, pale yellowish cheek and blue to 
lavender to green snout patch are the most consistent 
markings of this highly variable species. A square cut tail 
also distinguishes the Bullethead Parrotfish from many 
similar appearing species. This variation Jacks the bright 
green band from head to pectoral region like the previously 
pictured variation. 

Bulletheod Parrotfish · IP / JP 
ID: Light reddish brown head and forebody gradating to dark 
rear body; white tail and base with large centted spot. Large 
JP and small lP display this marking pattern: with maturity, lP 
take on the marking of the previous pictured lP. 

BOWER'S PARROTFISH Chlomms bowersi 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Parrotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP · Green with rosy pink streak on scales; broad lavender 
patch on snout. large triangular orange patch on forebody. 
Usually solitary. Coral-rich areas of lagoons or upper edge of 
channels in 2·20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Palau, north to S.W. 
Japan. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

STEEPHEAD PARROTFISH Clllorurus microrhmos 
SIZE: LO 80 em (2'/• ft.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: Blunt forehead profile; shades of green to blue-green With 
lavender-pmk scale edges, blue snout and pale lower head 
IP · Similar to TP. Solitary. Sheltered reefs to 50 m. 
Pacific: Ball m Indonesia and Ph1!Jppmes to Line Is. and 
Pncallllls east of French PolynesJa · SW. Japan to Austra!Ja 

Steephead Parrotfish • JP 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) 

ID: Black to dark brown with 3·4 yellow to pale smpes. 

Roundheod Parrotfish · TP Red Variation 
ID: Steep forehead; reel with blue or green scale margms and 
yelloWish tail. dark green back. red below; some have light 
green heads. Similar Steephead Parrotfish red variation (above( 
can be distinguished by location. 

Steephead Panotfish • Red Variation 
SIZE: to 49 em (19 1/• in.) 
ID: Blunt forehead profile; redclish upper two-tlurds of head 
and body, yellow or whiush below, yellow fins. Red vanatJon 
JS gen.erally rare. Both vanauons can be either TP or lP 
West Pacific: Great Barner Reef and S. PaCific Is 

ROUNDHEAD PARROTFISH Chlorurus suongycephalus 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/ ft.) Parrotfishes • Scandae 
ID: TP · Steep forehead, green to greenish blue With lavender
pmk streak on body scales and extensi ve yellow area on 
cheek. Solitary or With smaller females. Coastal. lagoon and 
outer reefs in 2-35 m 
Indian Ocean: E. Afnca to Andaman Sea and Cocos-Keeling Is. 
to S.W. lndonesia. 

Rounclhead Parrotfish · IP 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) 

ID: Yellow-green upper half of head. back and tail, red to dark 
brown or greenish below; dark green around mouth. blue· 
green margin and borders on tail. 
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JAPANESE PARROTFISH Chlomms japanenSJS 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Parrotfishes- Scaridae 
ID: TP- Light green with broad purple band from forehead to 
belly; lavender patch on snout. IP- Dark brown; red-orange tail 
with dark margin. Solitary. Sheltered seaward and lagoon reefs 
to 20 IlL 

West Pacific: Sulawesi in Indonesia and Philippines to Sarnoa. 
-S.W. Japan to E. Australia 

MARBL£0 PARROTFISH Leptoscams vaig~ensis 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Parrotfishes -Scaridae 
ID: IP- Well camouflaged. Green or olive to greenish brown, 
often mottled and speckled, two horizontal rows of widely 
spaced white spots on upper side. TP- Similar, but with white 
stripe on mid·side. Form groups. Seagrass beds to 10m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Easter Is. in southeast 
Pacific.- S.W. Japan toN. New Zealand. 

STAREYE PARROTFISH Calotomus carolinus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Parrotfishes -Scaridae 
ID: TP- Blue-green with orange-pink bands radiating from eye. 
Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and seaward reefs on coral, 
rubble, weed and seagrass bottoms in 2-30 IlL 

Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Pitcairn fs. east of French Polynesia 
and Mexico. -s. Japan to Australia. 
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TAN-FACED PARROTFISH Clllorurus frontahs 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Parrotfishes -Scaridae 
ID: TP /IP- Green with tan patch and markings on upper head; 
pale green base of tail. large TP - Develop near vertical head 
profile and elongate tail lobes. Form groups. Exposed reef flats 
and seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Pacific: S.W. Japan and Great Barrier Reef to Line Is. and 
Ducte Is. east of French Polynesia 

RAGGEDTOOTH PARROTFISH Calotomus spmidens 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '1• in.) Parrotfishes - Scaridae 
ID: TP / IP- Small; brown or greenish brown; broken stripe of 
rose spots runs below dorsal fin. Usually form groups; often 
camouflaged. Seagrass beds and dense patches of sea weed 
to 25m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji and Tonga. - S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

Stareye Panotfish - IP 
SIZE: to 39 em (15'/• in.) 
ID: Mottled brown with whitish patches on back; spoke-like 
bands radiate from eye. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

BICOLOR PARROTFISH CeiOSC8.11JS btcolor 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 't.ft.) Parrotfishes • Scandae 
ID: TP · Green With pmlosh red spots and lines on head, band 
from mouth to belly, stripes or bands on bns. Usually With 
groupo! IP. Lagoon and seaward reels to 30 m. 
lndo·Pacilic: Red Sea and E. Afuca to Tuamoru Is. m French 
Polynesia. • S. Japan to Australia. 

Bi<olor Porroriish • JP 
SIZE: 5·9 em (2 ·3 '/• m.) 
ID: White with broad orange bar encircling head !rom eye to 
rear gill cover; large orange-edged black spot on dorsal !m, 
orange out.er run on tail. Solitary. 

PAOFI< LONGNOSE PARROTfiSH Hipposcarus Jongu:eps 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Parrotfishes • Scandae 
ID: IP • Long snout, pale yelloWtsb gray With pale verucal 
streaks on scales, yellow tail base; shon tail lobes. TP • Surular, 
but lack yellow tail base. Lagoons and seaward reels on sand 
bottoms near reels m 2 · 40 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia to Line Is. and Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Australia 

Bi<olor ParTotfish • IP 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) 
ID: Pale yelloWISh back With pale greenish scale markings 
fonrung netted patt.em over black undercolor, gray head with 
golden iris. Solitary or m harems With other IP 

LONGNOSE PARROTFJSH Hlpposcams hand 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 '" ft.) Parrotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP · Long snout; pale yellow to green with venical blue 
streaks on scales, blue tail; elongate tail lobes. IP · Similar, but 
lack elongate tail lobes. Form aggregations. Sheltered areas, 
usually on sand bottoms near reefs to 25 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Andaman Sea and Java 
mlndonesia. 

PIKifi< longnose ParTotfish · JP 
SIZE: to 10cm(4 m.) 

ID: Pearly whit.e With orange smpe from eye to tail; black spot 
at end of stripe on tail base. 
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Parrotfishes 

YEUOWFIN PARROTFISH Scams flavipectoralis 
SIZE: to 41 em (16 in.) Parrotfishes - Scaridae 
ID: TP • Blue to green, bicolored with light head and forebody 
and dark behind; green band from snout to rear gill cover, 
yellowish patch on tail base. Solitary or foDD gToups. Coastal, 
lagoon and outer reefs in 8-40 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Solomon Is.· Marshall 
Is. in Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 

YEUOW·BARRIO PARROTFISH Scams dimidiatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Parrotfis.hes • Scaridae 
ID: TP · Dark bluish to gTeenish gray with large blue-green to 
gTeen area over nape and upper forebody; dark and pale band 
from eye to pectoral fin. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Samoa. • S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

OARK-<APPEO PARROTFISH Scams oviceps 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '/a in.) Parrotfishes -Scaridae 
ID: TP • BlueiJieen with narrow pink scale margins, lime gTeen 
and dark blue-green pectoral fin; upper head and forebody 
darker shade of purple. Solitary. Reef flats, lagoons and outer 
slopes to 20 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Line Is. and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia. • S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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Yellowfin Porrotfish • lP 
SIZE: to 26 ern (10 in.) 
ID: Pale yellowish green to light gray with dark gTay tail, bright 
yellow pectoral tin. Usually fon;n groups. 

Yellow·barred Parrotfish • lP 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'/• in.) 
ID: Yellowish with gray head and 3 gray saddle-bars on back; 
may have whitish stripe from eye to tail. 

Oark·capped Parrotlish • IP 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) 
ID: Light gray with dark gray "cap• on upper head and 
forebody; 1-2 yellow bands behind; white or yellowish cheek. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

BLUEPATCH PARROTFISH Scams forsteni 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) P81Iotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP · Green with pink scale edges; darkish "cap" on upper 
head, wide green band aroWJd mouth, occasionally pink area 
on central body. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 3·30 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Ducie I. east of French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

CHAMELEON PARROTFISH Scarus cllameleon 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 'I• in.) P81Iotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP · Blue to green; broad area of pale salmon behind pectoral 
fin. blue-green band Unks eyes and narrow green band around 
mouth. Can quickly alter or intensify color. Coral· rich areas of 
lagoon and seaward reefs to 35 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Fiji. · S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

BRIDL£0 PARROTFISH Scams trenatus 
SIZE: to 47 em (18 'I• m.) P81Iotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green, abrupt transition from dark to light 
green on tail base; pale green bands around mouth. Usually 
solitary. Seaward slopes and reef crests to 25 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and Ducie Is. east 
of French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to AuStralia. 

Bluepatd! Parrotfish ·IP 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 'I• in.) 
ID: Reddish brown; blue patch centered with green to blue
green on mid-side behind gill cover, may display a white spot 
above the blue patch. Solitary. 

Otomeleon Porrolfish · IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 

ID: Brown. often with abruptly white belly. Can quickly change 
or intensify color. 

Bridled Porrolfish · IP 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 '/do.) 
ID: Gray to red with broad blackish stripes (sometimes broken 
into sertes of diamond-shaped marks) on sides; dorsal, anal and 
ventral fins frequently bright red. Solitary or form small groups. 
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Parrotfishes 

EAST INDIES PARROTFISH Scarus hypselopterus 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '1> in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP ·Body salmon to green-brown, green tail base and blue 
tail, green head with reddish worm markings radiating from 
eye and green stripe from eye to behind pectOral fin. Solitary. 
Coral and rubble areas in 10 • 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan to Indonesia and Vanuatu. 

BLUE·BARRED PARROTFISH Scams ghobban 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 '/. ft.) Parrotfishes · SCaridae 
ID: TP ·Yellow to yellowish brown underoolor with large blue
green scale markings; blue-green band markings around 
mouth and borders of tail Solitary. Sheltered silty inshore reefs 
and areas of sand and rubble in 2 · 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia. 
Galapagos, Gulf of California and Panama· S. Japan to Australia. 

GREENTHROAT PARROTFISH Scarus prasiognathos 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• lt.) Parrotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP · Dark green with yellowish upper head and green 
below; broad green band across snout. Often form large 
aggregations. Reef flats and seaward slopes in 3 ·25m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Seychelles and Maldives to New Ireland 
east of Papua New Guinea, north to S.W. Japan. 
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East Indies Parratfish · IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Gray to brown with two white stripes and white belly: 
black spot in forward anal fin. Solitary or fonn small groups. 

Blue·barTed ParTotfish · IP 
SIZE: to 62 em (2 ft.) 
ID: Yellow to yellow-brown with 4·5 diffuse blue bars 
(sometimes broken into spots) on side; blue bands around 
mouth and eye and blue tail borders. Solitary. 

Greenthrool Parrotlish · IP 
SIZE: to40 em (15'/• in.) 
ID: Reddish brown with some scattered white speckling. 
Compare with similar IP Filament-fin Parrotfish. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

VIOLET·UN£0 PARROTFISH Scarusglob1ceps 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 1. m.) Parrotlishes · Scandae 
ID: TP · Small: shades of green and blue wnh salmon-pmk scale 
margms; numerous green broken lines and spots on upper 
head and pale lower head, 2 · 3 violet stripes on belly. Solitary 
Reef Hats, lagoons and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Alnca to Line Is. and French Polynesia • S.W. 
Japan to AustralJa 

PALENOSE PARROTFISH Scams psmacus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Parrotfishes · Scandae 
ID: TP • Yellow to green with salmon-pmk scale margms, 
lavender-gray snout and bluish tail. Form groups. Reef nats, 
lagoons and seaward slopes in 2·25 m. 
Indo ·Pacific: Red Sea to Hawaii and French Polynes18. · S. Japan 
to S.E. AustralJa and Lord Howe l 

SURF PARROTFISH Scarus nvulaws 
SIZE: to 40 em (16m ) Parrotfishes · Scandae 
ID: TP · Green to blue body, bright green pectoral fins; orange 
patch on gill cover, wavy green bands11ines on head Form 
schools. Silty coastal reefs. lagoons and seaward reefs to 20 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Australia and 
New Caledonia, nonh to s.w. Japan. 

V'tolet·ined PIITolfish • IP 
ID: GraYISh brown With 3 thm wlute stnpes on belly, may 
d!splay several pale curved bars on Sides and tail base. 

Polenose Parrotfish • IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 

ID: Reddish brown to gray with pale snout. Feed in large mixed· 
species schools. 

Surl PIITotfish · IP 
ID: Gray or gray-brown With 2 pale stnpes on belly 
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Parrotfishes 

YELLOWBAR PARROTFISH Scams schlegeli 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP ·Dark green to blue except lighter on upper head and 
foreback; short bright yellow bar on mid-back oontinues as pale 
bar below. SOlitary or groups. Coral-rich areas of coastal, lagoon 
and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Pacific: E. Indonesia to French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to 
Australia. 

EaiPSE PARROTFISH Scan1s russellii 
SIZE: to 51 em (20 in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP ·Blue to purple to purplish green head and forebody and 
abruptly green rear body with pmk scale streaks, reddish 
pectoral fins, yellowish cheek; bands on head. Solitary. Mamly 
on outer reef slopes m 6 ·15 m. 
lndian Ocean: E. Africa to India and Andarnan Sea. 

GREENSNOUT PARROTFISH Scarus spin us 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Parrotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP- Small; green to blue body, green snout and nape and 
yellow to yellow-green cheek/gill cover. SOlitary. Outer reefs 
in 2-25m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Samoa. · S.W. Japan 
to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Y ellowbar Parrotfish - IP 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
ID: Grayish brown with 5-6 whitish bars. Sometimes form large 
feeding aggregations in areas,rich with soft and stoney oorals. 

Eclipse Parrotfish - IP 
SIZE: to 51 em (20 in.) 
ID: Dark reddish brown head and forebody and abruptly pale 
rear body with faint darkish bars. Usually form groups. 

Pygmy Parrotfish - IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black with q faint pale bars or 
vertical rows of whitish spots on side. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

TRICOLOR PARROTASH Scarus cncolor 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green, often with strong tints of pink or yellow 
on s1des; green bands around mouth; dorsal and anal fUJS and 
long, pointed lobes of tail lavender-pink with dark margins. 
Solitary. Outer slopes in 10·40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Palau, Papua New Guinea. Na\UU and 
Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

REDLIP PARROTfiSH Scarus rubroviolaceus 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Parrotfishes . Scaridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green, often bicolor with darker forebody; 
green to blue band on upper lip and double bands on ch.in, 
numerous blue to blue-green stripes on tail. Solitary or in pairs. 
Outer reef slopes to 30m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawa11, Tuamotu Is. m French 
Polynesia. Galapagos and Panama. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

RED PARROTfiSH Scants xanthopleura 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) Parrotfishes · Scaridae 
ID: TP • Green with pink scale margins, dark green lips; 
irregular dark green patch on lower cheek and chin, faint 
banding or spotting on head. Solitary. Clearwater lagoons and 
seaward reefs in 3·30 m. 
East Indo · Asian Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Indonesia, 
S.W. Japan and MarshaU ls. in Micronesia. 

Tricolor Parrotfish · IP 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) 
ID: Dark gray to blackish head and upper back shading to blue
green or blue on lower side witb blackish margms on scales, 
red tail, yeUow-orange anal fin, dusky orange or yeUowis.h 
ventral fins. 

Redlip Parrotlish • IP 
SIZE: to 48 em (19 in.) 
ID: Shades of red to reddish brown to gray with small black spots 
and irregular lines on scales, often bicolor with darker forebody, 
fins and usually lips red. Frequently acoompany large males. 

Red Parrotfish • IP 
SIZE: to 33 em (13 in.) 
ID: Bright red with 3·4 faint pale bars on side. Rare. Solitary or 
form smaU groups. 
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Parrotfishes 
~ 

FII.AMENT·FIN PARROTFISH Scarus a/upmms 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Parrotfishes -Scandae 
ID: TP - Green With scales edged in salmon-plllk; dark bands 
around mouth; short filamentous extension at middle of dorsal 
fin. Form large aggregatiOns. Shallow proteaed reefs and outer 
slopes 10 30 m 
Pacific: S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea, to 
Line Is. and Ducie I. east of French Polynesia. 

Filament-fin Parrotlish • JP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Grayish white with yellowish snout; two black stnpes and 
broken black stnpe on dorsal fin. With marurity grayiSh white 
underoolor darkens and stnpes diSappear. 

Swartlty PIII'Tolfish · IP 
SIZE: to 26 em (10m.) 
ID: Red head, belly and fms except tall; wavy black and 
white Stnpes on body 10 foretail, dark bands around mouth 
and eye. Coral-nch areas of ooastal reefs, lagoons and outer 
slopes to 20 m. 
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Facnnent-fin Parrotfish · IP 
SIZE: to 37 em (15 in.) 

ID: Red-brown with scales edged m darker shade; a few smaD 
white spotS often ahgn 10 form 3-4 verucal rows. Compare With 
smular IP Greenthroat Parrotfish. 

SWARTHY PARROTFISH Scarus niger 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Parrotfishes- Scaridae 
ID: TP · Dark reddish brown beooming purplish green with size, 
red lips; yellow to green spot or Streak behind eye, dark bands 
around mouth. Solitary exoept dunng oourtShip. Coral- rich 
areas to 20m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca 10 Society Is. in French 
Polynes1a. - S. W. Japan 10 Austraha. 

Swarthy Parrotfish • JP 
SIZE: 4-9 em (1 h -3 'Inn.) 
ID: Black to red-brown With numerous smaU white spots, tail 
transluoent; often diSplay white bar across tail base. Usually 
Ln smaU groups on rubble bottoms near reefs. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Parrotfishes 

FESTIVE PARROTFISH Scams festivus 
SIZE: to 43 em (17 in.) Parrotfishes • Scartdae 
ID: TP /IP ·Blunt forehead; green with orange to violet scale 
edges, large yellow-green spot on tail base, green bands 
around mouth and radiating from eye. Solitary and rare. Lagoon 
and seaward reefs in 3 ·30m. 
lndo· Pacific: E. Africa to S.W. Japan and Tuamotu Is. in 
French Polynesia. 

MARQUESAN PARROTFISH ScaJUs koputea 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '!. in.) Parrottishes · Scartdae 
ID: TP ·Gray head and body with black scale margins; yellow
green tail base and white stripe on side of snout. IP · Shades 
of red with black scale margins; white patch on lower side 
and white stripe on anal fin base. Inner bays and outer reef 
slopes to 18 m. 
Localized: Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. 

HIGHFIN PARROTFISH Scams Jongipinnis 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Parrotfishes. Scaridae 
ID: TP · Purple with wide pale bar on forebody; green band runs 
from eye to pectoral fin: high rounded yellow dorsal fin, 
elongate tail lobes. IP · Light brownish orange, often with dark 
bars. Clear outer slopes and atoll reefs in 10· 55 m. 
Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to Pitcairn Is. east of 
French Polynesia. 

GREENUP PARROTFISH Scarus virdifucatus 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 in.) Parrotfishes • Scaridae 
IO: TP • Shades of green to blue to purplish: blue-green 
cheek/gill cover with variable mark behind mouth, blue borders 
on dorsal, anal and tail fins. IP • Dark brown. Solitary. Coastal, 
lagoon and outer reefs to 15 m. 
Indian Ooean: E. Africa, Aldabra, seycheDes, Maldives to SUmatra 
and Bali in Indonesia 

QUOY'S PARROTFISH ScanJs quoyi 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Parrotfishes • SCartdae 
ID: TP ·Small; shades of green to pinkish gray; lime green saddle 
on upper tail base, green "moustache" and cheek. Solitary or 
form small groups. Sheltered inshore reefs, occasionally on outer 
slopes in 2 -18 m. 
lndo·Asian Pacific: India to Vanuatu. · S.W. Japan to New 
Caledonia. 

BUMPHEAD PARROTfiSH Bulbometopon muricatum 
SIZE: to 126 em (4 '/• ft.) Parrotfisnes • Scaridae 
ID: TP · Huge, with large hump on forehead; greenish gray. 
JP • Brownish to green with 5 vertical rows of wtlitistl spots 
on side. Form small groups. Uses !lead to break coral. 
Lagoons and seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 9 

Swim with Pectoral Fins - Wrasses 
Wrasses/Tuskfishes, Hogfishes & Razorfishes 

Tllis ID Group consists of fishes that primarily use their pectoral fiJ1s to swim. (Besides the closely related 
parrotfishes {previous ID Group/, few ot11er fishes primarily use their pectoral fins to swinl.) 

FAMILY: Wrasses- Labridae 
32 Genera- 185 Species Included 

Humphead Wrasse Wrasses(f uskfishes Flasher Wrasses 

~ ~ c~ 
Typical Shape Typical Shape Cigar Wrasse 

~ ~ ~ 
Wrasses/Hogfishes Wrasses/Razorfishes Cleaner Wrasses 

Like the closely related parrotfishes, wrasses have large, noticeable scales, swim primarily with 
their pectoral fins, are often quite colorful, and have the ability to change sex from female to male 
when certain age, growth or social criteria are met. But unlike parrotfishes, which scrape algae from 
rocks with fused beaks, most wrasses feed on hard-shelled invertebrates including crabs, shrimps, 
brittle stars and small gastropods. When discovered, the delicacies are seized or scissored free with 
a prominent set of protruding canines and crushed with powerful pharyngeal teeth. 

In the Indo-Pacific, only gobies (Gobiidae) outnumber wrasses in quantity of species. Wrasses 
vary greatly in both body shape and size. Whether small or large, slender or deep-bodied, all wrasses 
have terminal mouths, usually displaying prominent canines, thick lips, and a single, continuous 
dorsal fin. Because wrasses are relatively small, common, and constantly on the go, underwater 
observers often fail to take note of their fascinating behaviors and exquisite beauty. By day, most 
wrasses swim busily in loose, often mixed feeding groups just about the bottom. At dusk, they are 
the first fishes to bed down and the last to rise after daybreak; smaller species typically dive beneath 
the sand to sleep, others wedge themselves in reef recesses. 

During maturation most wrasses go through a series of changes that dramatically alter their 
colors, markings and body shapes. These transformations are marked by a JUVENILE PHASE (JP), 
INITIAL PHASE (IP) and the TERMINAL PHASE (TP), which represents the largest, brightest, most 
aggressive and least numerous individuals. Some species even display additional color patterns, 
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INTERMEDIATE, between the primary phases. IP consists of sexually mature females and, in some 
species, immature but sexually active males. Most wrasses are hermaphroditic and go through a sex 
change to become TP, while the males of other species simply mature into TP without changing sex. 
TP, always males, have reached the apex of sexual maturity and generally experience the greatest 
reproductive success. 

Wrasses are all pelagic spawners that typically release gametes daily at traditional times and 
locations. The TP of many species protect and patrol the boundaries of home ranges encompassing 
the territories of from three to six feeding herds of IP females with which they attempt to exclusively 
mate. Chases of encroaching TP and IP males, which occur throughout the day and require costly 
energy, increase as spawning time approaches. In large populations of certain species young IP males 
become the dominant reproducers, spawning in mass with passing females while TP, unable to 
control the competitors, are forced to the periphery of the spawning grounds. 

DOUBLE HEADER Goris bulbikons 
SIZE: to 140 ern (4 't. ft.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Blue-gray to greenish; distinctive hump on forehead. 
IP · Black with irregular white stripes. dashes and broken lines. 
Solitary. Rocky reefs and coral areas in 5 · 30 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: New South Wales in S.E. Australia 
and Lord Howe I. 

Yellowtail (oris • IP 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) 
ID: Reddish head, green body with blue rear body and base of 
tail, red dorsal and anal fins. yellow tail; brilliant blue spots rear 
body and base of tail, spike-like first dorsal fin spine on both IP 
andTP. 

YELLOWTAIL COR IS Goris gaimard 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP ·Variable from shades of blue to green and red with 
yellow tail; bright yellow to green mid-body bar, brilliant blue 
spots rear body and tail base. Solitary. Sand and rubble 
bottoms adjacent to coral reefs in 3·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Indonesia to Micronesia, Hawaii and French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

Y ellowtm1 Caris • JP 
SIZE: to 10 ern (4 in.) 
ID: Bright red-orange; 5 black-edged white saddles across head 
and back. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms at base of ree.fs. 
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CLOWN <ORIS Corisaygula 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: IP- A white bar separates light gray head and forebody 
from dark gray rear body. TP- Large (to 4ft.) with humped 
head; shades of gray, often with whitiSh body bar. Solitary. 
Sand and rubble patches near reefs in 2-30m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afiica to Micronesia, Line Is., French Polynesia 
and east to Ducie I. -S. Japan to S.E. Australia and Lord Howe L 

WESTERN KING WRASSE Cons aWJcuJans 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP- Shades of red to maroon with white chin; wlute bar 
followed by scarlet bar behind pectoral fin, dark spot on rear 
gill cover, dark upper margin on pectoral fm. Solitary. Rocky 
reefs or coral areas in 2 · 40 m. 
Localized: Abrolhos Is. south of Coral Bay in W. Australia. 

PALE-BARRED <ORIS Coo's dorsomacula 
SIZE: to 20 em (B in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP- Brown to green with narrow pale body bars; red to 
green markings on head, black spot on base of rear dorsal fin 
and upper gill cover, red to green streak extends from rear gill 
cover. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms in 5-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan, Indonesia, Philippines, Palau and 
Papua New Guinea. 
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Clown {oris - JP 
SIZE: to B em (3 in.) 
ID: White head and forebody with black spots and pale gray 
rear body; 2 white-ringed black spots on dorsal fin, orange 
semicircles below on back. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms 
of reef Oats, lagoons and outer reefs to 35 m. 

Western King Wrasse- IP 
ID: White with fine red to brown stripes and darkiSh brown to 
red back; broad dark stripe from snout tbrough eye and along 
lateral line. Solitary or fonn groups, often in weedy areas. 

Pale-barred {oris - IP 
ID: White with darkiSh back; dark stripe extends from snout 
through eye to tail, narrow white bars on back extend across 
stripe, dark spot on base of rear dorsa.! fin, often display 
another dark spot on upper gill cover. Sand and rubble 
bottoms typically llllxed with algae clumps in 5 -25 m. 
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BATU CORIS Cons batuensis 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 '/• in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP- Whitish to pale green; several dark bars and narrow 
white bars on upper body, pale-rimmed black spot on mid
dorsal fin. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms surround!ng 
reefs of lagoons and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
West Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia and Tonga. -S. Japan to 
S.E. Australia. 

PIXIE COR IS Goris PlCtOldes 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Black to dark brown upper body, white below, fins pale; 
thin white line from top of eye to end of dorsal fin. Solitary 
or form small groups. Sand and rubble bottoms near coral 
reefs in 10-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines to Australia. 

GOLDUNE COR IS Goris aurilineaca 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 '/.in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Alternating yellow and pale blue-green to green 
stripes; oceUated (usually black) spot on upper base of tail. 
IP -Similar with large oceUated spot on mid-dorsal fin. Rubble 
and sand bottoms with algae to 25 m. 
Localized: S. Great Barrier Reef to New South Wales in S.E. 
Australia. 

Botu (oris - JP 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'I• m.) 
ID: Whitish to pale green with darkish back; several dark bars 
and narrow white bars on upper body, scattered dark spots 
on mid and lower body, 3 pale-rimmed black spots on dorsal 
fin. Solitary or form small groups. Usually on sand bottoms 
near reefs. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC <ORIS Co1is cenr.ralis 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: TP / IP -Whitish with brownish mid-lateral stripe that 1s 
usually broken into separate blotches. TP- Usually with a 
seoond row of blotches above (pictured). SOlitary. Commonly 
over sand and rubble bottoms of outer reefs in 5-46 m. 
Central Pacific: Phoenix and Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

SPOTTAIL <ORIS Cons caudimacula 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- White undercolor; 6-7 green to brown bars on back 
intersected by pale lateral line, black spot on front of dorsal fin, 
often dark spot on tail base. Solitary. Sand, rubble and weed
covered bottoms around ooastaJ, lagoon and outer reefs to 25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to N.W. Australia 
and Indonesia. 
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RUST-BANDED WliASSE Pseudocons auranaofaSCJatus 
SIZE: to 20 an (8 Ill.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP • Dark biU81JICIY: several nanow black bars Just behmd 
pectoral fin (may have orange bars between). narrow wlute bar 
across rear body. Fonn groups. Outer reef slopes tn 25-50 m. 
Pacific: S. Japan and Indonesia to Tuamotu Is 10 French 
Polynes1a. 

REDSPOT WRASSE Psetrdocons yamasluror 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green with white belly; black spots and 
blotches on green areas, black borders on tall. Fonn 
aggregauons above bottom. Edge of reef slopes tn 5·30 m 
Indo· West Pacific: E Afnca to Australia and Samoa • S. Japan 
to Kermadec Is. 

TRIPL£TAIL WRASSE Chelhnus Ullobatus 
SIZE: to 45 an (18 tn.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP • Shades of green; ornate pauem of ptnk hnes and spotS 
cover head. two wlute to wlutisb bars on tall base; rounded 
tall hn wu.h protruding upper and lower lobes. Solllary and 
wary Lagoons, passes and outer reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia and Tuamotu Is. tn French 
Polynes1a. · s.w. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 
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PHIUPPIHE WRASSE 
SIZE: to 15 an (6 in.) 

Pseudocons bleeken 
Wrasses • Labridae 

ID: TP • Green with combtnaliOn of dark bars; elongate spotS 
and saddles. yellow patch on middle of side. IP · Light brown 
With pale belly; black blotch on rear gill cover and upper tall 
base. Rubble and coral slopes of seaward reefs tn 10·30 m 
Asian Pacific: Ball to Moluccan Is. tn E. Indonesia, Philippines 
and S.W. Japan. 

Redspot Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 15 ern (6 in.) 
ID: Lavender-gray With wavy lmes; pair of silver-white 
stripes on head above and below eye; reddish spot on 
pectoral fin base. Fonn large plankton-feeding aggregations 
w1th IP greatly outnumbenng TP. 

Tripletail Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 45 an (18m.) 

ID: Whitish undercolor With greeniSh brown head and 4 Wide 
browrush bars on body; lack elongate lobes of TP. 
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RORAL WRASSE Cheilinus chlorourus 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 '/• in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Highly variable from orange-brown to green-brown; usually 
prominent horizontal rows of pink or white dots. often white 
to whitish blotches on back and tail. Solitary. Mixed sand, 
rubble and coral areas of lagoons and coastal reefs in 2-30 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Micrones1a and Tuamotu, Marquesas 
and Rapa Is. m French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

HUMPHEAD WRASSE Cheilinus undulatus 
SIZE: to 229 ern (7 '/' ft.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Bll'~ head with maze-like markings. green body with 
dark vertical streaks; pronounced hump above eyes. Solitary or 
occasionally in pairs; wary. Lagoon and outer reefs in to 60 rn. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to Australia 
and New Caledonia. 

Humphead Wrasse- JP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Pale brown to yellowish green with longitudinal rows of 
vertically elongate brown spots; 4-5 narrow white bars. 
diagonal line markings through eye. Unlike adults, JP are shy 
and inconspicuous. Shelter among dense stands of branching 
corals. gorgonians and sea grasses. 

REDBREASTED WRASSE Cheilinus fasciatus 
SIZE: to 36 ern (14 '/• in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Red-orange rear head and forebody; alternating white 
and blackish bars on body and taiL Solitary. Mixed sand, 
rubble and coral areas of lagoons and outer reefs in 3-40 m. 
lndo-WestPacific: Red Sea to Micronesia and Samoa- S.W. 
Japan to E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

Humphead Wrasse - IP 
ID: Olive to bluish or greenish gray with dark vertical 
streaks on body; dark diagonal streak extends from front of 
lower eye, 2 dark lines extend from rear eye. An endangered 
species in many areas due to overfishing. Also commonly 
known as Napoleon Wrasse. 

SNOOTY WRASSE Cheilinus oxycephalus 
SIZE: to 17 ern (6 '1• in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Variable from greenfsh brown to red; black spot on front 
of dorsal fin, often a trio of small black spots on tail base, may 
have some red or white spots and/or whitish bars . Solitary or 
in pairs; secretive. Corals of lagoons and outer reefs to 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. · Taiwan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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HARUQUIN TUSKFISH ClJOerodon fasc1atus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: White undercolor. rear body becomes dark with age; 6-9 
blue edged orange bars extend from head to tail base, tail 
white with orangish margin. Solitary. territorial and often in 
caves. Coastal outer reefs to 15m. 
Localized: Two separate ranges - Taiwan and S.W. Japan to 
Palau. Also Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

GRAPHIC TUSKFISH Choerodon graphicus 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Tan to yellow undercolor; dark irregular spoke-like 
markings radiating from eye, dark inter-connected bars on 
sides. SOlitary. Sand and rubble patches of coastal. lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 2 · 30 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

WDCHIN TUSKFISH Choerodon rubescens 
SIZE: to 90 em (3ft.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Gray with white chin; white patch on pectoral fin base. 
SOlitary or form small groups. Coral and weed-covered rocky 
reefs in 3-40m. 
Localized: W. Australia between Geographe Bay and North 
west cape. 
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Harlequin Tuskfish- JP 
SIZE: 3-6 em (1 '/•- 2 '1• in.) 
ID: Pale brown undercolor with 7-9 blue edged orangish 
brown bars, blue ringed blac4 spots on front of dorsal. rear 
dorsal and anal fins ; dark blotch on ventral fin. 

BlUE TUSKFISH Choerodon cyanodus 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/. ft.) Wrasses- Labridae 
JD: Shades of gray often with yellowish or greenish tints; 
white chin and white spot on rear back, frequently display 
4-5 faint bars on back. Solitary. Sand and rubble areas near 
coastal reefs in 2-35m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Sri Lanka to Papua New Guinea -S.W. Japan 
to Australia and New Caledonia. 

BLACKSPOT TUSKFISH Choerodon schoenleinii 
SIZE: to 90 em (3ft.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Greenish gray with vertical blue streaks on body; small 
dark spot on base of mid-dorsal fin. Solitary. Sand, rubble 
and weedy areas on flat bottoms of lagoons and seaward 
reefs in 10-60 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Papua New Guinea. - S. W. Japan 
toN. Australia 
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BLACKWEDGE TUSKFISH Choerodon jordam 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 'I• in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Gray; blackish wedge-shaped mark surrounds large 
white spot below rear dorsal fin. Solitary or fonn small groups. 
Sand and rubble areas near reefs in passes and on outer 
s lopes in 20-40 rn. 
West Pacific: S. Japan, Philippines . Australia and New 
Caledonia to Samoa. 

ANCHOR TUSKFISH Choerodon anchorago 
SIZE: to 38 ern (15 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Gray head, lower body white to darkish gray; rectangular 
black marking on back surrounded by pearly white areas. 
Solitary. Mixed seagrass. sand, rubble and coral areas of 
coastal reefs. shallow flats and lagoons to 25 rn. 
Indo-West Pacific: India to Palau and Yap in Micronesia and 
New Guinea.- S.W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 

SINGAPORE TUSKFISH 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) 

Choerodon oligacanthus 
Wrasses - Labridae 

ID: Tan; pale yellow stripes on lower body, elongate white 
patch on middle of back. small black spot on tail base. 
Solitary or in pairs. Sand and rubble bottoms next to coastal 
reefs in 2 -15 rn. 
Asian Pacific: Singapore. Malaysian Penin.sula. Indonesia 
and Philippines. 

OARKSTRIPE TUSKFISH Choerodon zosterophorus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Gray upper body, yellowish mid-body, white below; 
dark edged white band from pectoral to rear dorsal with 
black blotch behind. Solitary or fonn small groups. Sand and 
rubble areas near coastal and lagoon reefs in 10-40 rn. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula. Indonesia and Philippines. 

WHmSPOT TUSKFISH Choerodon monostigma 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Greenish back gradating to yellow below; black spot on 
back, large white spot below rear dorsal fin. Solitary or form 
small groups. Sand and rubble bottoms in 10-40 rn. 
Localized: N. Australia and New Guinea. 

DARKSTRIPE TUSKFISH Clloerodon Vitta 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Light gray to yellowish w ith yellow head : dark mid
lateral stripe. dark spot on tail base. Solitary or form small 
groups. Flat sand and rubble bottoms in vicillity of coastal 
reefs in 10-40 m. 
Localized: Aru Is. in Indonesia. New Guinea and N. Australia. 
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BLUESIDED WRASSE C1rrhilabrus cyanopleura 
SJZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Blue to blue-green upper head and forebody, orange 
to brown to green rear body, pale belly. Solitary or form 
aggregations. Mixed coral and rubble areas of lagoons and 
seaward slopes in 2·25 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Papua New Guinea 
• S.W. Japan to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 

Bluesided Wrasse · IP 
ID: Dark green to red with white to tight blue lower head and 
lower body; may display pale fine spotting, spot on upper 
tail base. 

Badlstriped Wrasse · Variation 
ID: Shades of green upper head and back, orange to red 
mid-body, pale underside. blue dorsal and anal fins with 
lavender borders. 

196 

Bluesided Wrasse · TP Variation 
ID: A few TP develop bright orange patch on lower forebody 
and bluish belly. 

BACKSTRIPED WRASSE Cirrhilabrus katherinae 
SIZE: to 9 m (3 '/, in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Reddish to greenish brown with greemsh stripe 
centered on back, pale belly; blue dorsal and anal fins with 
lavender borders. Solitary or form aggregations. Patch reels 
on outer reef slopes and in clear lagoons in 10·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Micronesia from Palau to Pohnpei and Ryukyu 
and Izu Is. south of Japan. 

Ba<kstripe Wrosse · IP 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) 
ID: Reddish brown with pale stripe centered on back, pale 
underside. 
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PENNANT WRASSE Cirrlnlabms ]oanallenae 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP • Red upper head and body darkemng toward rear, 
white below, blue tail; elongate 1st dorsal spine, large black 
ventral fins. Solitary or form small groups. Rubble bottoms 
m 12-25m. 
Localized: N. Sumatra in Indonesia. 

REDBACK WRASSE Clf(hi/abms condei 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Bright red upper body, white below; broad black outer 
margin on dorsal fin; older TP develop long filamentous 
ventral fins. Solitary or form small groups. Mixed coral and 
rubble areas of seaward slopes in 5-70 m. 
Localized: Papua New Gumea and N. Great Barrier Reef. 

IRIAN JAYA WR.ASSE Cirrhilabms conozukaJ 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'h in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP · Red upper body, white below with short filament 
extends from mid-dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. Rubble 
areas near seaward reefs in 15-40 m. 
Localized: Gulf of Tomini on E. Sulawesi and Irian Jaya in 
Indonesia. 

Pennant Wrasse· IP 
ID: Red upper head and body, white below, reddish tail; 
4 • 5 thin stripes or rows of spots from head to tail. 

JAVAN WRASSE Cirrhilabms mamentosus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP · Red upper body, white below, bluish throat; rounded 
blue tail, long filament extends from mid-dorsal fin. IP- Red 
with small black spot at upper tail base. Flat rubble bottoms 
next to coral patches in 10-35 m. 
Localized: Java, Bal1 and Lesser Sunda Is. in Indonesia 

YEllOWBAND WRASSE Cirrhilabms luteovittatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP ·Variable with maroon to red head and upper body, red 
to violet belly; broad pale red to yellow stripe from pectoral fin 
to tail base, black wedge-shaped mark below pectoral fin base. 
Form aggregations. Rubble around lagoon patch reefs in 7-30 m 
Localized: E. Caroline and Marshall Is. in Micronesia (rare at 
Johnston Atoll). 
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CORAL SEA WRASSE Cirrhllabrus sp 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 ·/. m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP ·Red upper body. yeUowish to wtute below; purpi.J.sh 
dorsal fm With broad black border and black blotch on front 
Undescnbed spec1es. Form aggregations over rubble 
bottoms. Outer reefs an 5-30 m. 
Localized: Coral Sea. off N.E. Australia 

REDFIN WRASSE Cirrhilabnts rubripmms 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 an.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP ·Brownish red with pale red to white beUy, bnlliant 
scarlet dorsal, anal and ventral fins. IP • Similar, but less vivid; 
black saddle on tail base. Form groups. Rubble and coral 
areas at base or ooastal reef s.lopes in 20 · 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) and N Sulawesi m 
lndones1a and Ptu.IJppmes. 

RED-MARGINED WRASSE CUrllllabrus ntbmnBigmatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP • Blue to lavender to pink; fine yeUow lines on head, 
often rows of red spots on body, broad red margan on tall and 
rear hal! or dorsal fin. IP · Similar, but lack red tail margan. Form 
small groups. Sand and rubble with patch reefs an 25-52 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Palau to Fiji and Tonga, north 
to S.W. Japan. 
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SAMOA WRASSE Curtulabrus wa1slu 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP • Blotchy orange-red With yellOWISh underside 
yeUoWISh dorsal fan and red uul With wtute spoued. borders 
Form aggregations over rubble bottoms. Seaward reefs m 
5-30m. 
Localized: Known only from Samoa. 

MAGENTA-STREAKED WRASSE 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) 

Cirrhilabrus laboutei 
Wrasses -Labridae 

ID: TP • Pattern of curved red and yellow-orange lines on 
upper body, white below; diagonal magenta band at pectoral 
fin base. Solitary or form sman groups. Rubble bottoms near 
coral reefs in 8-55 m. 
Localized: Coral Sea, New Caledorua ancludlng Loyalty Is. 

YWOWFIN FAIRY FLASHER Clnbilabros Oavianalis 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP ·White to pinkish with red upper head; 2 wide red bars 
on forebody, broad yeUow margin on dorsal fin. IP • Red; smaU 
black spot on upper tail base. Rubble bottoms among coral 
patches in 12-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Phllippmes. 
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EXQUISITE WRASSE Cirrhilabms exquisitus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green; bright red margins on dorsal and 
anal fins, narrow blue stripe from mid-body to tail, large black 
spot on upper tail base, 2·3 blue line markings on head. 
Solitary. Seaward reefs in areas of current in 5-35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to the Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
• S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

ORANGEBA<K WRASSE Cl!Ihilabrus lubbocki 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Orange to yellow upper head, back and dorsal fin, 
purplish white below; row of maroon to purple spots on back 
and another on middle of tail base with white stripe between. 
Solitary or form groups. Rubble bottoms next to seaward coral 
reefs in 4-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

oomOWRASSE Cirrhilabrus punctatus 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP · Gray to blue-green with numerous light blue body 
spots; dark bar on base of pectoral fin, darkstripe along base 
of dorsal and anal fins; very long ventral fins. Solitary or from 
small groups. Rubble areas next to reels in lagoons and on 
seaward slopes in 2-32m. 
West Pacific: Papua New Guinea and E. Australia to Tonga. 

Exquisite Wrasse - IP 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1. in.) 
ID: Shades of brown; large black spot on upper tail base. 

Orongeback Wrasse- TP Variation 
ID: Bright yellow to orange upper head, back and dorsal fin, 
red to purple below; both variations have yellow pectoral 
fins. IP • Both variations have red area with small black spot 
on upper tail base. 

Dotted Wrasse- IP 
ID: Red to reddish brown with numerous light blue body 
spots; black bar on base of pectoral fin and on front of dorsal 
fin. When transforming into a TP ventral fins elongate first 
alter which colors change Juvenile - Red, but body spots of 
IP absent or less prominent: dark spot on base of pectoral 
another on tore dorsal fin and a 3rd on upper base of tail. 
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REDTAlLED WRASSE Cmhllabms scottorum 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Shades of green with pale yellow to reddish 
underside; red to reddish tail, red to yellow dorsal fin and 
dark blue anal fin; black speckles on upper forebody. Solitary 
or form groups. Coral or rubble of outer slopes in 3-40m. 
South Pacific: Coral Sea to Society and Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia and east to Pitcairn Is. 

Redta~ed Wrasse · Variation 
ID: Shades of green with brilliant red mid-body patch on 
side, black speckles on upper forebody. 

WAllNDl WRASSE Cmhllabms walindJ 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'h m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Pink with yellow wash on back; dorsal , anal and 
ventral fins yellowish with blue or magenta borders, two 
black blotches on dorsal fin. Solitary or form small groups. 
Rubble bottoms next to coral patches on seaward slopes in 
10-65 m. 
Localized: Papua New Guinea and Solomon Is. 
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Redtailed Wra.sse ·Variation 
ID: Shades of dark blue·green with large brilliant red patch 
covering most of side, all variations have black speckles 
on upper forebody. 

PEACOCK WRASSE CJrrhilabms temminclai 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: IP- Shades of brown to red, whitiSh beUy; two narrow blue 
to green body stripes, red dorsal and anal fins with blackish 
bases, blue spots on tail. TP · Similar, but stripes tlunner. Form 
groups with a few males. Rubble of seaward reefs in 6-20 m. 
Asian Pacilic: Indonesia to Papua New Guinea.- S. Japan to 
W. Australia. 

Walindi Wrasse· IP 
ID: Salmon to pinkish; small black spot on upper tail base. 
Form groups, often accompanied by a single male. 
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MORRISON'S WRASSE CIIThilabrus momsom 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP ·Reddish to purple-brown upper body, white below, 
black dorsal, anal and ventral fins; long heavy 1st dorsal 
spine. Form small groups. Rubble and Halimeda algae beds 
at base of seaward slopes in 20-40 m 
Localized: Hlberrua Reef off N.W. Australia. 

ORANGEBACK WRASSE Cinhilabrus aurantidorsalis 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: IP • Bright orange upper body and violet to blue lower body. 
TP • Develop long filamentous ventral fins. Form groups. 
Rubble bottoms and adjacent coral reefs of lagoons and 
seaward slopes in 10-25 m. 
Localized: Togean Is. in Tomini Bay, E. Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

Solor Wrasse • TP Nuptial Phose 
ID: When couning females TP can rapidly display yellow 
snout, orange nape, dark purple to blackish back and blue to 
blue-green body with white belly ; broad black "chin strap". 
In some geographical locations TPs display this phase 
virtually all the time. 

Morrison' s Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/, in.) 
ID: Red body, white belly; pair of narrow white or light blue 
lines on upper head and adjacent body. Usually form small 
groups accompanied by 1· 2 males. 

SOLOR WRASSE Cinhilabrus solorensis 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP • Upper body orange in highly vanable amounts, head 
and lower body violet to lavender. Solitary or with several 
females. Rubble areas near coral reefs in 5-35 m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

Solor Wrosse • IP 
ID: Red to maroon upper bead and forebody abruptly changing 
to orange behind, white belly. 
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PURPU·UNED WRASSE Cirrhllabrus hneaws 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP · Pale purple to magenta body; dorsal, anal and taJI fins 
yeDow to orange With blue spots; bright blue bnes and spots 
on head and forebody. IP • Surular, but Jess VIvid. Solitary or 
form groups. Rubble bonoms near reefs in 8-55 m 
Localized: Great Barner Reef, Coral Sea, New Caledoma and 
Loyalty Is. 

RANDALL'S WRASSE Cmhilabnts randalh 
SIZE: to 11 em (4'/• in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Blue head with magenta back, violet belly and tail; broad 
yellow-orange stnpe on side; rounded taiL Solitary or form 
groups Rubble bottoms of lagoons and outerreefs in 10 · 40 m. 
Localized: Offshore reels of N.W. Australia. 

FILAM£NT£D FLASHER Paracheilinus filamencosus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP • Orange-red With pink to violet stnpes, 5·6 long 
filaments extend from dorsal fin rays; deep lunate tail with 
filamentous lobes. Form small to large aggregations. 
Rubble areas of fringing reefs and outer slopes in 6·35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Ball in Indonesia, Philippines, Papua New 
Guinea and Solomon Is. 
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RHOMBOID WRASSE Cmhilabrus rhomboidalis 
SIZE: to 8.5 an (3 '/, m.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: TP- Yellow-orange body; blue wavy bnes and thin stripes 
on head and forebody. IP • Stllltlar markmgs, but base color 
salmon pink. Form groups Sand and rubble patches of outer 
reefs in 35-50 m. 
Localized: Kwajalem Atollm Marshall Is., M1cronesia. 

BLUE FLASHER 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) 

ParacheJlmus cyaneus 
Wrasses - Labridae 

ID: TP- Red with blue smpes; numerous blue spots on nape 
and back; 8-9 long filaments extend from dorsal fin rays, 
long filaments also extend from lunate tail lobes. Form 
aggregations. Rubble bottoms near coral reefs m6-20 m. 
Localized: N.E. Kalimantan (Borneo) and N. Slilawesi to 
!nan Jaya mlndones1a 

Filamented Flasher · IP 
SIZE: to 8 em (3m.) 
ID: Red with tlun purple stnpes and occasionally pale 
blotches; lack dorsal fm filaments, nearly straight tail 
margin. Form aggregations w1th one or more TP. When 
courting, all TP Flashers Wrasse exhlblt spectaclilar displays 
with intensified colors and extended fms. 
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HYBRID FLASHER Paracheilmus sp 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Probably a hybnd or undescribed spe<:Jes Closely 
resembles Fllamented Flasher JpreVJousJ but lacks long uuJ 
filaments and has pink spots on anal fin; tail smular to Angular 
F1asher !below nghtJ. 
Localized: N. Sulawes1m Indonesia 

MCCOSKER'S FLASHER Parachelhnus mccosken 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 't. m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP- Orange-red or yellowish with violet to blue stripes, 
outer half of anal fin red: long filament extends from central 
dorsal fin, round tali. IP- Similar to Yellowfm Flasher lbelowJ. 
Form aggregauons. Rubble and weedy bottoms m 6-50 m. 
Indian Ocean: Comoro. Maldives and Andaman Sea to N.W 
SUmatra 

YELLOWfiN FLASHER Parachelhnus flaVJanabs 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I· m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP - Orange-red or yelloWish with violet to blue stnpes, 
anal fin yellow; long red filament extends from central 
dorsal fin, round tail. Form aggregations. Rubble or weedy 
bottoms and base of seaward slopes in 6·35 m. 
Localized: N. Sulawesi to Scott and Hibernia Reefs in the 
Timor Sea. Indonesia. 

PINK FLASHER Parachelhnus carpenten 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP - Pink to reddish orange With magenta stripes; 4 -61ong 
filaments extend from dorsal fm rays, elongate dark patch 
on base of rear dorsal ; rounded tail. Form aggregations 
Rubble bottoms at base of SteeP outer reef slopes in 12 ·40 m. 
Localized: Phllippmes. 

ANGULAR FLASHER Parachelhnus angulatus 
SlZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Red with magenta stripes: elongate rear dorsal and 
anal fins give an angular profile. Form aggregations. Rubble 
bottoms of seaward reefs and lagoons in 10·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: N.E. Kalimantan (Borneo) m Indonesia and 
Philippines. 

I. 

KUITER'S WRASSE Macropbaryngodon kwten 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP- Whitish With orange scale margm.s: pale-edged black 
spot on rear gill cover: green bands on head. IP- Similar, but 
lack head bands. Sohtary or form small groups. Base of 
dropoffs in deeper water. 

Southwestern Pacific: S. Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 
to New South Wales 1n S.E. Australia. 
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LfOPARD WRASSE Macropharyngodon meleagns 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP - Dull orange-red to pUJPle or green underoolor with black 
or blue-edged green spot on each body scale; blue-edged green 
bands on head, small black spot above pectoral Solitary or form 
small groups. Coral and rubble bottoms in 2·30 m. 
East Indo · Pacific: Cooos-Keeling Is. to Micronesta, Line and 
Pitcairn Is. (absent Indonesia). · S. Japan and S.E. Australia. 

BLACK WRASSE Macropharyngodon negrosens1s 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP- Black with translucent tail that may have dark borders; 
several pale saddle blotches on back and band markings on 
head. Solitary or form small groups. Mixed sand, rubble and 
coral areas in 8-32 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Phihppines and 
Samoa. -S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

CHOAT'S WRASSE 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Macropharyngodon ciJOati 
Wrasses · Labridae 

ID: TP- White with red blotches and red stripes on lower 
head; large dark spot surrounded by yellow on gill cover. 
Solitary or small groups. Lagoons, passes and seaward reefs 
in6-28m. 
Localized: S. Great Barner Reef toN. New South Wales in 
Australia 
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leopard Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Wh.ite with leopard-like pattern of close-set brown to 
black spots; irregular red bands on front of head. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs in areas of mixed sand, rubble and coraL 

Blatk Wrasse • IP 
ID: Black with numerous smau wh.ite spots. pale dorsal fin, 
translucent tail. 

ORNATE WRASSE Macropharyngodon omatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP- Black body with blue spot on each scale; head and 
fins orange with dark-edged blue bands. IP- Similar, but 
head pink.ish and breast yellowish. Solitary or form smau 
groups. Sand and rubble bortoms of coral reefs in 3-30 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Samoa.· S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 
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WHITE·SPOmD WRASSE Anampses melanurus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP ·Black with rows of bluish wlute spots, yellow foretail; 
broad yellow irregular stripe extends from pectoral fin to tail. 
Solitary or in pairs; bury in sand at night. Outer reefs and 
lagoons, most common in shallow but oocasionally to 30m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, S. Micronesia to French Polynesia and 
Easter Is. in southeastern Pacific. -S.W. Japan to Australia. 

White-spotted Wrasse · JP 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) 
ID: Golden with dark worm-like markings; ragged white 
band behind gill cover. Swim with an erratic motion. 

YELLOWTAIL WRASSE Anampses meleagrides 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '1• in.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: TP · Reddish to greenish brown with vertical blue streak on 
each scale; bluish crescent followed by white margin on tail. 
Usually solitary or form small groups with females. Solitary or 
small groups. Coral, rubble and sand of seaward reefs in 4-60m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and Tuamotu 
Is. in French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

White-spotted Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Black with white spots or horizontal lines on sides, 
yellow foretail ; black spot behind upper gill cover (also 
present on TP). 

UNED WRASSE 
SIZE: to 12 ern (5 in.) 

Anampses lineatus 
Wrasses - Labridae 

ID: TP - Black with white spots or horizontal lines on sides; 
white bar across base of black tail. IP - White bar across base 
of red tail. Solitary or form small groups; bury in sand at 
night. Outer reefs and lagoons in 20 ·45 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Bali in Indonesia. 

Yellowtail Wrasse· IP 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) 
ID: Black with horizontal rows of white spots, yellow tail; 
white ringed spots on rear dorsal and anal fins. 
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FEMININE WRASSE Anampses fernininus 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Dusky yellow to greenish brown body with blue 
linemarkings on scales, dark tail witb blue markings, dark 
head with blue stripes. Form small groups. Coral and rocky 
reefs in 10-30 m. 
Southern Pacific: S. Pacific from S.E. Australia to Easter I. in 
southeastern Pacific. 

BLUE-SPOTTED WRASSE Anampses caeruleopunctatus 
SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP ·Green to brownish green with blue to blue-green vertical 
streak on each scale; yellow to lime-green bar on forebody. 
Solltary or with one or more females. Solitary or in pairs: bury 
in sand at night Shallow coral or rocky reefs to 30m 
Indo· Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Easter Is. in southeastern 
Pacific. 

YEllOW-BREASTED WRASSE Anampses twistiJ 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Purplish brown with horizontal rows of small white 
spots, yellow lower head and forebody; ragged yellow bar 
on mid-side. Solitary or in pairs. Lagoons and outer reefs in 
3-30m. 
lndo-Pacifi c: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 
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Feminine Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 in.) 
ID: YeUow-orange becoming blue on tail base and tail; brilliant 
blue stripes on head and bo~y. Named femininus because 
female more beautiful than male, an unusual characte.ristic 
in wrasses. 

Blue-spotted Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.) 
ID: Green to brownish green with horizontal rows or blue spots 
on side; blue bands on head, blue margms on fins. JP · Similar, 
but spots rather than bands on head. 

Yellow-breasted Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 14 em (5'/t in.) 
ID: Purpllsh brown with honzontal rows of small white 
spots, yellow lower head and forebody; twin spots on rear 
of dorsal and anal fins. 
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GOLDSTRIPPED WRASSE Anampses Jennard1 
SlZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: IP · Blue with yellow-gold occasionally broken stripes 
and markings; blue margins on fins. TP • Blue with diffuse 
yellowish area above pectoral fin. Solitary. in pairs or small 
groups. Coastal reefs in 3-24 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 

NEW GUINEA WRASSE 
SIZE: to17 em (6 '/• in.) 

Anampses neogwnaicus 
Wrasses - La.bridae 

ID: TP · Yellowish white with pale blue vertical lines on 
scales; upper head dark with blue line markings, salmon, 
blue and black spot behind edge of upper gill oover. Solitary. 
Coral-rich seaward slopes in 4-30 m. 
West Pacific: E. Indonesia, Philippines and Palau in Mictonesia 
to Fiji.- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

GEOGRAPHIC WRASSE Anampes geographicus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses- La.bridae 
ID: TP • Brown to olive with thin dark bluish outlines on scales: 
line markings on head, narrow bluish borders on dorsal, anal 
and tail fins. Solitary. Mix with algae and soft oorals on reef 
tops and slopes to 25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Mauritius and S.W. Australia to Caroline Is. 
in Micronesia and Fiji.· S.W. Japan tO S.E. Australia 

ELEGANT WRASSE Anampses elegans 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: IP ·Yellowish brown upper body with horizontal rows of 
small blue spots. abruptly white below. TP · Pale brown with 
blue streak on each scale and trio of broad blue stripes on 
head. Form small groups. Coral or rocky reefs in 10-40 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: New South Wales, Lord Howe l. and 
N. New Zealand. 

New Guineo Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 
ID: Yellowish white with pale blue vertical lines or spots on 
scales and black back, dorsal and anal fins: blue ringed 
black spot behind upper edge of gill oover and on rear dorsal 
and anal fins. 

Geographic Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
ID: Brown to olive with darkish outlines on scales; pale ringed 
black spot on rear dorsal and anal fins. 
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SUNGJAW WRASSE EpJbulus insidiator 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP-Deep body; white head and dark body with orange back 
from head to mid-body; diffuse yellow mid-body bar. black 
outline around scales, black streak through eye. Solitary. Coral· 
rich areas of lagoons and outer or seaward reefs to 42 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii 
and Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia - S. Japan to Australia. 

Slingjaw Wrasse - IP Yellow Phose 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) 
ID: Bright yellow head, body and fins. 

BARRED THICKLIP HemigymnllS fascJatllS 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP / IP- Black body with 5 narrow white bars ; green head 
with pink bands; thick lips. Solitary or form small groups. 
Mixed sand, rubble and coral areas of lagoons, passes and 
outer slopes to 25 m, more common on sheltered reefs. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Line Is. and 
Ducie I. east of French Polynesia. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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Slingjow Wrasse - IP Brawn Phose 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) 
ID: Shades of pale to dark brown: black outline around scales. 

BLACK EYE THICK LIP Hemigymnus me/apterus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Gray head and forebody, black rear body with pale 
streak or spot on most scales; often large dusky spot behind 
eye; large lips. JP- Similar, but with yellow tail. Solitary. 
Mixed sand, rubble and coral areas to 30 m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. -s.w. Japan to S.E. Australia and Lord Howe I. 

Barred Thicklip - JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/, in.) 
ID: Light green head and brownish to dark green body; 5-6 
narrow pale bars. Solitary. Among branching corals of 
lagoons and outer reefs. 
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BIRD WRASSE Gomphosus van us 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 m.) Wrasses Labndae 
ID: TP • Slender body w1th greatly elongate snout , blue· 
green head, green body; dark streak on pectoral fin. Sobwy 
Coral-rich areas of lagoons and seaward reefs to 35m 
Pacific: lndones1a to Hawau, Marquesas and Rapa Is. m 
French Polynesia • S. Japan to Australia. 

WHITEBANDED PYGMY WRASSE Weanorella albofasciBUl 
SIZE: tO 6 em (2 'I• m.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: Brown; pair of mward slanting white bands on mid·side, 
pair of white bands radiate from eye, thin white bar on tall 
base, black spots on dorsal anal and ventral fms. Solitary. 
Crevices and recesses of lagoon and seaward reefs m 8-42 m 
lndo·Pacilic: E. Alnca tO Hawau and SoCiety Is. m French 
Polynesl8 S. Japan tO Australia. 

SHOULDERSPOT WRASSE LeptDJuhS cyanopleura 
SIZE: to 13 em (Sm.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP • Green tO blue-green; dilfuse yellowish blotch above 
pectoral fin, blue-edged orange bands on head and tall. 
Form aggregauons; feed on planktOn 1·2 m above substrate. 
Sand and rubble areas and reels in 6·45 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Gull of Oman to Philippmes and Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Bird Wrasse · IP 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) 
ID: Slender body With greaUy elongate orangrsh snout; 
whitiSh head and breast, body gray gradatmg to a nearly 
black. tail base. S1mllar appeanng lnd1an Ocean Bird 
Wrasse. G. caeru/eus, m Indian Ooean. mcludmg Andarnan 
and Java Seas. 

SHARPNOSE WRASSE Wetmorella mgropmnata 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
lO: Red to browmsh; yellow bar behmd eye and another 
across tail base, white-edged black spot on ventral, rear dorsal 
and anal fins. Solitary. Recesses. caves and crevices oflagoon 
and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to Marquesas Is. and 
PltcaJID Is. east of French Polynes1a • S. W Japan to Australia. 

Shoulclerspot Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) 

ID: White with pa1r of brown stnpes Form aggregations 
llllXed With a few TP. 
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OGARWRASSE Cheilio inermis 
SIZE: LO 50 em (20 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP- Elongate; shades of green with several white spots 
along back. Solitary or with several females; often shadowed 
by other fish predaLOrs. Usually in weedy areas or seagrass 
beds of lagoons, reef flats and coastal reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa LO Hawaii and Easter I. 
in southeastern Pacific.- S.W. Japan lO S.E. Australia. 

Ggar Wra.sse · IP Variation 
ID: Elongate; green with black and white bicolor mid-lateral 
stripe extends from head LO tail. 

RING WRASSE Hologymnosus annulatus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Wrasses- Lahridae 
ID: TP · Elongate; dark green LO greenish blue with purplish 
thin bars. IP • Narrow dark brown bars. Solitary. Seaward 
reef slopes in 8-40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and Pitcairn Is. 
east of French Polynesia. • S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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Ggar Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: lO 50 em (20 in.) 
ID: Elongate. Often unmarked green to yellow or brown; 
occasionally with dark mid·l'!teral stripe. 

CANDYSTRIPE WRASSE Conmella a pterygia 
SIZE: LO 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP · White and red stripes; unique among wrasses in lacking 
ventral fins. Solitary or form groups of up to 10 individuals. 
Rubble bottoms with scattered coral heads on outer reefs in 
25·50m. 
Localized: Offshore reefs of N.W. Australia. 

Ring Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 
ID: Elongate; pale yellowish upper body, dark brown below; 
narrow dark brown stripe along back from between eyes to 
upper tail base. Solitary. Sand and rubble areas. 
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PASTEL RING WRASSE Hologymnosus doliatus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Elongate; light green; blue and green markings on 
head, numerous blue body bars, wide pale bar with blue 
borders on fore body, bicolor spot on edge of gill cover. 
Solitary. Mixed sand, rubble and coral areas to 30m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Samoa and Lme Is. in 
eastern Central Pacific. · S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

Pastel Ring Wrasse · Intermediate JP /IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Elongate; whitish to pale green; 3 reddish stripes or rows 
of spots and thin bars on side. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms. 

REDBACK RING WRASSE Hologymnosus c!Jodonotus 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: IP · Elongate; white with 3·4 red stripes beooming yellow 
towards tail, white belly; dark "ear" spot. TP · Solid red upper 
half, white below. Solitary or form groups. Mixed rubble, coral 
and Halimeda algae in 15·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Hibernia Reef. Timor Sea in Indonesia, 
Philippines to S.W. Japan. 

Pastel Ring Wrasse · IP 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) 
ID: Elongate; pale green; blue and green markings on head, 
numerous blue body bars (Jack pale bar with blue borders 
of TP). bicolor spot on upper edge of gill cover. 

Pastel Ring Wra.sse • JP 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/da) 
ID: Elongate; yellowish with 3 red stripes. Frequently form 
small groups. Sand and rubble bottoms. 

Redbock Ring Wra.sse • JP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Elongate; white with 5 red to orange stripes, yellowish tail 
TP • Often solitary, but JP/TP usually form groups of up to 20 
individuals. 
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CANARY WRASSE Hahchoeres chrysus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: IP • Bnght golden yellow; 2·3 black spolS on dorsal fm 
TP -Surular. but with only one black spot on from of dorsal 
fin and famt orange bands on bead. breasl and medlan fms 
Form smaU groups. sand and rubble edges of reefs to 60 m 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Christmas I. to !ndones1a and 
Micronesia. · S. Japan to N.W. & E. Australia. 

CANARYTOP WRASSE Halichoeres Ieucoxamhus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• m.) Wrasses· Labrtdae 
ID: TP • Bright golden-yellow upper body, white below. 
IP- Similar. but w1th 3 black spolS on dorsal fin. Form small 
groups. Sand and rubble fnnges of coral reefs in 20-40 m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives and Andaman Sea to Bali 

Pa.stel-green Wroue - IP 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) 
ID: Yellow to green, usually With horizontal rows of small 
black spots, may dJSplay a large dark oval blotch on s1de. 
Commonly form small groups. 

212 

Canary Wro55e - JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 m.) 
ID: Bnght golden-yellow With 3 pale-runmed black spolS on 
dorsal fm. Form small groups, Sand and rubble bonoms on 
steep slopes of deep lagoons and outer reefs m 15-20 m. 

PASTEL-GREEN WRASSE Hahchoeres cbloropr.ems 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '12 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP - Pastel green With lavender scale spots; lavender 
markings on head, may display small yellow patch behind 
eye. Solitary. Protected, Silty reefs of lagoons, sheltered 
C08SlS and adjacent sand and rubble bottoms to 10m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra m !ndonesum, Micronesia to Solomon Is. 
- Plubppines to Great Barner Reef 

Pastel-green Wraue • JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 ·/. m.) 
ID: White with 3-4 dark green or brown stripes; often 
honzontal rows of small black spots are evident, whlch 
persist mto the sub-adult and fP stages. Form aggreganons. 
Sand and rubble fringes of reefs. 
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PINSTRIPED WRASSE 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Halichoeres me/anums 
Wrasses -Labridae 

ID: TP ·Alternating green to blue-green and orange stripes; 
3-6 narrow blue-green bars on upper side, large yellow spot 
on pectoral fin base, black tail tip. Solitary or form small 
groups. Sheltered reefs to 15 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia. Micronesia to Samoa. - S. W. Japan 
1.0 Great Barrier Reef. 

TAILSPOT WRASSE Hahchoeres Iichmondi 
SIZE: 1.0 19 em (7 '1z in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP • Pale yelloWISh green; blue stripes on head, blue-green 
stripes on body, pec1.0ral fin base yellow, margin of tail blue. 
Solitary or form small groups. Sheltered reefs of lagoons, 
channels and shorelines to 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Marshall Is. in Micronesia, Indonesia, 
Philippines and Papua New Guinea 

CHAIN·UNED WRASSE Hahchoeres leucuros 
SIZE: to 12 ern (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP ·Green with reddish spots on body scales; pink to 
orange bands on head, blue submarginal band on tail, red spot 
on rear base of pectoral fin, may display blue blotch behind 
peCI.Oral fin. Solitary or in pairs. Silty coastal reefs to 15m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippmes, Palau and Solomon Is. 

Pinstriped Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: 1.0 11 ern (4 'I• in.) 
ID: Alternating yellow to orange and blue stripes; small black 
spot on front dorsal fin, large blue-edged black spot on mid· 
dorsal fin, similar but slighUy smaller marking on upper tail 
base. IP Chain-lined Wrasse and Tailspot Wrasse j followingj 
are nearly identical and are best distinguished by presence 
of nearby males of same species. 

Tailspot Wrasse - IP 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 
ID: Alternating orange to brown with blue stripes; 
somewhat elongate and pointed snout; large blue-edged 
black spot on mid-dorsal fin, similar but slightly smaller 
marking on upper tail base. IP Chain-lined Wrasse and 
Pinstriped Wrasse are nearly identical and are best 
distinguished by presence of nearby males. 

Chain-lined Wrasse - IP 
SIZE: 1.0 11 ern (4 'I• in.) 
ID: Alternating green to blue and orange stripes from head 
to tail; pale-rimmed black spot on mid-dorsal fin, similar but 
smaller spot on upper tail base. IP Pinstripe Wrasse and 
Tailspot Wasse jabovej are nearly identical and may be best 
distinguished by presence of nearby males of same species. 
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YIUOWFACE WRASSE Hahchoeres solorellSJS 
SIZE: 10 18 em (7 m.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP ·Mauve 10 gray 10 nearly black body. yelloWish head 
With pmk bands; black spot on pettoral fin base, yellow-nnged 
black spot on front of dorsal fin. Coral-nch areas of shoreline, 
lagoon and seaward reefs m 10·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

INDIAN PINSTRIPED WRASSE Hahchoeres vrolikn 
SIZE: 10 13 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP • I..1ght green With darker green stripes of linked spots; 
3-4 narrow greenish white bars on back, green and pmk 
bands on head. yellow pectoral fin base. Solitary. Coral reefs 
in 2· 20 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: MaldJves and Andarnan Sea 10 Moluocan 
Is m E lndonesm. 

GOLDS TRIPE WRASSE 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) 

Hahchoeres zeylorucus 
Wrasses • Labridae 

ID: TP ·Green; broad stnpe of mauve gradatmg to orange, 
bnght yellow markmg around base of pectoral fin Form small 
groups. Sand and rubble bottOms near reefs m 10·40 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and Arabian Gulf to Samoa. 
· S. Japan to Australia. 
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GREEN·HEADED WRASSE Hahchoeres chlorocephalus 
SIZE: 109 em (3 '!. in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: IP • Purple With narrow orange stnpes. TP • Dark purple 
With orange stripes on tune-green bead. Form small groups. 
Silty lagoon and coastal reefs m 15·30 m. 
Localized: Togean Is. in Tomm1 Bay, E. SUlawesi. Indonesia. 
Also Palawan in Philippines and Papua New Guinea 

lndion Pinstriped Wrasse · IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Bluish with yellow 10greenish yellow stripes; blue-ringed 
black spot on front of dorsal fin and another on rear dorsal fin. 

Galdstripe Wra.sse · IP 
SIZE: 10 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Pinkish upper body, whmsh below; broad yellow Stripe 
from eye to tail base. Sohtary or form small groups. Some 
authors consider Pacific populatiOns as separate species: 
Halichoeres hartfe/dil. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Wrasses 

ZJGZAG WRASSE Hahchoeres scapulans 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 ID.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP - Pale green With blue to lavender scale malglllS; blue 
tO lavender bands on bead, large black diffuse spot on 
forebody. Solitary or form groups. Sand and rubble bottoms 
and seagrass beds near reefs to 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Papua New Gumea 
and Vanuatu. -S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

THREESPOT WRASSE Hahchoeres tnmaculaws 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 '/• m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP - Pale yeUowish green with lavender vertical streak on 
most scales: lavender bands on head, black spot on upper tail 
base and dusty to black spot on forebody. Solitary or form 
groups. Sand and rubble with isolated coral heads to 18 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Chnstmas I. to Mlcronesta, Lme Is. and 
French Polynesm -S. Japan to Austtalia and Lord Howe L 

BlACK-EARED WRASSE Hahcboeres melasmapomus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 ·/. m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP - Lavender body and red tail, green head w1th blue
edged orange bands; large blue-edged black spot be lund eye, 
smaller spot on upper tail base. SOlitary or form small groups. 
Steep outer reefs slopes m 10-56 m. 
East lndo-Pacif.ic: Chnstmas I. to N.W. Australia, Pluhppmes, 
S. Japan, Micronesia and French Polynesia. 

Zigzog Wrasse - IP I JP 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
ID: Whitish or pale green w1th contmuous or interrupted 
Zipper-like black stnpe from head to tail base. Form groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms or m weedy areas. 

Threespot Wrasse - IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: White to pale green to pinkish scales with bluish 
markings, indistinct to green or lavender band markings on 
head, dark spot on upper tail base. Form aggregations. Sand 
and rubble areas. 

REDHEAD WRASSE Hahcboeres rubricephalus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP- Bngbt red bead, blu1sh black body. IP- Numerous 
orange stnpes on side, pau of black spots on dorsal fm. 
Solitary or form small groups. Coastal patch reefs in 15-35 m. 
Localized: Known only from Maumere area of Flores I. m 
Indonesia. 
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AXILSPOT WRASSE Hahchoeres podostigma 
SIZE: 1.0 19 em (7 '1> in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP - Pale brown upper head, white below and white tail 
base; black scales on body with contrasting yellow-brown 
margms; black spot on pectoral fm base and ventral fins. 
Solitary. Coastal and lagoon reefs in 2·12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Sabah inN. Borneo and Philippines. 

TWOTONE WRASSE Hahchoeres prosopeion 
SIZE: 1.0 13 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP - Purplish bead and forebody gradating to yellow rear 
body; black spot on front of dorsal fin. IP - Similar in 
appearance. Solitary or form groups. Coral-rich areas of 
lagoons, patch reels and outer slopes in 2·40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Palau to Samoa. · S.W. Japan 
to S.E. Australia. 

ARGUS WRASSE Hahchoeres argus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP- Mauve with pale polygon on each scale and green 
back; intricate pattern of curved pink, red, orange and green 
markings on head. Usually form groups. Seagrass and weed
covered reefs near shore to 5 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Sri Lanka to Fiji. - Taiwan to Australia. 
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Axilspot Wrasse - JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Green with black-edged white stripes on head and 
forebody; black spot on pectoral fin base and ventral fins 
Sobtary. Sand and rubble fringe of coral reefs in 2-12 m. 

Twotone Wrasse- JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: White with 4 black stripes interspersed between faint 
brown stripes; large black spot on front of dorsal fin. Sand and 
rubble fringe of ooral reefs. 

Argus Wra.sse - JP / IP 
SIZE: 1.0 11 em (4 '/• in.) 
ID: Dark green to greenish brown; white spots on scales, 
about 4 indistinct wide dark bars on sides. Form aggregations. 
Weedy areas or seagrass beds to 5 m. 
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GREENBACK WRASSE Hahchoeres nigrescens 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1• in.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: TP · Dark green upper body, pale below; 4-6 narrow pale 
bars, purple or reddish bands on head, stripes on upper 
forebody, bars on taiL Usually form groups. Silty or weedy 
reefs near shore to 10 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia, nonh to S. Japan. 

Greenbock Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Whitish With pair of dark brown stripes (may be broken 
mto closely-linked spots) on back and side. Solitary or form 
smau groups. Sand and mbble fringe of reefs. 

DUSKY WRASSE Halichoeres marginatus 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 '/• in.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: TP • Green to brownish, tail green with ornate central 
bar; narrow blue bands on head. stripes of joined dark blue 
spots on body. Solitary or form smau groups. Coral-rich areas 
of lagoons and outer reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Line Is. and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. • S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

Gt-eenbo<k Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Dark greenish brown with several white spots along 
mid-body. Form aggregations. Shauow weedy reefs. 

NEBULOUS WRASSE Hahchoeres nebulosus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP ·Shades of green: variable mauve markings including 
large blotch on mid-body, ocellated spot on mid-dorsal fin, 
boomerang-shaped pink marking below eye. Form groups. 
Shaliow weedy areas near reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Papua New 
Guinea. - s. Japan to Australia. 

BLACK WRASSE Hahchoeres melanochir 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: IP · Purple with black spots and black scale margins on side; 
prominent black spot covering pectoral fin base. TP- Similar, 
but with yellow tail fin. Solitary or in pairs or smau groups. 
Sand and rubble fringe of coral reefs in 5-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. - Taiwan toW. 
Australia. 
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PAUWRASSE Halichoeres pallidus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Pink with yellow tail base, large black spot on front 
of dorsal fin. IP /JP ·Similar, but with 3 pale-rimmed black 
spots on dorsal fin. Form small groups. Steep outer reef 
slopes in 30 • 70 m. 
Pacific: E. Indonesia to Line Is . in eastem Central Pacific. 

CHECKERBOARD WRASSE Halichoeres hortulanus 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 '/• in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP ·Green with blue bar on each scale; mauve or orange 
bands on bead, pale green area bettind head, yellow spot 
below front of dorsal fin. Solitary. Sand patches of lagoons 
and seaward reefs to 35 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Micronesia, Line Is. 
and French Polynesia. • S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

Che<kerboord Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Starting with white snout, wide alternating black and 
white bars encircle body, yellowish tail; gold ringed black 
spot on mid-dorsal fin. Solitary. Sand patches of lagoons and 
seaward reefs to 35 m. 
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THREE-BLOTCH WRASSE Halichoeies tnspilus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '12 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Pink; 2·3 white stripes through eye, 3 white-edged 
black spots on dorsal fin. also 2·3 small black spots on 
upper tail base. Solitary or form groups. Sand and rubble 
patches below overhanging reefs in 15·50 m. 
Indian Ocean: S. Africa, Mauritius and Maldives to Java in 
Indonesia. 

Che<kerboard Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Bluish white body with blue bar on each scale, yellow 
tail; green and mauve or pink bars on head, 2-3 yellow 
saddle spots on back, black patch under front of dorsal fin. 
Solitary. Sand patches of lagoons and seaward reefs to 35m. 

WEEDY SURGE WRASSE Halichoeres margaritaceus 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP · Shades of green with mauve scale spots forming a 
series of blotches along sides; pink diagonal band on cheek. 
IP I JP • Similar in appearance. Form groups. Reef flats, shallow 
tOps of patch reefs in areas exposed to surge to 3 m. 
East Indo· Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Micronesia, Line Is. 
and Pitcairn Is. · S. Japan to N.W. & S.E. Australia. 
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COSMETIC WRASSE Habchoeres cosmews 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP - Pale greerush Wllll 6-7 bright orange smpes. IP -Sunl1ar 
with paJr or pale runmed black spotS on dorsal tin. Solitary or 
form small loose groups. Lagoons and outer slopes m nuxed 
ooral and rubble areas to 30 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Afnca to Andarnan Sea and N.W Sumatra 
m lndones1a. 

WISATA WRASSE Habchoeres bmotopSJS 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses - Labrldae 
ID: TP - Light green with 4-5 squarish dark bars on back; red 
stripes on lower side, bands on head and tall. Solitary or 
form small groups. Coral-ncb areas of coastal reefs and 
lagoons in 2·8 m 
Localized: Bali to Papua New Gumea 

ORNATE WRASSE Habchoeres omauSSimus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP / IP- GreeniSh With lattice of mter-linked rose stnpes 
and bars; irregular rose and green bands on head; small dark 
spot behmd eye. IP - Less than 10 em and have spot on rrudclle 
dorsal fin. Solitary. Lagoon and seaward reefs m 10·40 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, Palau and Mariana Is. in Micronesia, 
Hawaii and French Polynesia. • S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Cosmeti< Wrasse - JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Pale greenish With trregular orange spots and horizontal 
bands; black line behmd eye, pal! of pale-runmed black spots 
on dorsal fin and another on upper tall base. 

TWOSPOT WRASSE Halichoeres biocellatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Alternating red and green stnpes on head fade onto 
forebody, darkish toward rear with 4 wide dusky bars. 
IP I JP - Similar, with two pale-ringed dark spots on dorsal 
fin. Form small groups. Seaward reefs m 6-35 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Phillppmes and Micronesia to Fiji. 
· T81wan to N.W. AuStraha and S. Great Barner Reef 

SEAGRASS WRASSE Habchoeres paplbonaceus 
SIZE: to 10 em {4 in.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP- Shades of green with vanable mauve bar or blotch 
markings on back; pmk bands on head, black tail margin. 
Form aggregations. Sea grass beds and weedy areas to 4 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Malays1an Penmsula, Philippmes, 
Palau and Papua New Guinea. 
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GUlES WRASSE 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 m.) 

Oxychellmus celebJcus 
Wrasses - Labndae 

ID: Vanegated shades of brown with several dark blotches 
on rear body. pmk to orange lines radJatmg from eye, 
elongate snout. Solitary Coral-ncb areas on slopes of lagoon 
and seaward reefs m3-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: S Japan, Kalunantan (Borneo) m Indonesia 
to Solomon Is. 

TWOS POT WRASSE Oxyche1hnus bzmaculatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Vanable from shades of red to brown to green; dark spot 
bordered m red on front of dorsal fin, black m1d-body spot, 
yellow base of pectOral; unusual tail shape. Form small groups. 
Rubble and weedy areas around rocky outcrops m 2-100 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Mx:ronesJa. Hawau and Ma!quesa Is 
m French Polynesa -s. Japan to S.E. Ausnalia and Lord Howe L 

l..iMd<heeked Wraue- Variation 
ID: Red body vanauon Without dark bar markings on scales. 
Other vanauons display m<!Jsunct white stnpes from head to 
tail, both With or Without bars. All variations can be identified 
by the diagonal lines on lower gill cover. 
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ORIENTAL WRASSE Oxycheilmus rhodoch!ous 
SIZE: to 20 em (8m.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: Vanegated shades of brown. diffuse dark stripe from 
snout to tail base with adjacent whitish stripes, wavy 
chagonal dark lines on lower edge or gill cover, red spot on 
ventral fm. Solitary. Steep seaward slopes m 10-45 m. 
lndo-WestPacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa- S.W. Japan 
to E. Australia and New Caledorua. 

LINEDCHEEKED WRASSE Oxychellmus dJgrammus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Variable color and markmgs; most commonly shades of 
brown. green and red with w1de bar markings on back and 
dark bar markings on each scale; diagonal lines on lower gill 
cover. Solitary. COral-ncb lagoons and seaward reefs in 3-00m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to M1crones1a, 
Samoa and F1ji. -S.W. Japan to New Caledoma. 

l..iMd<heeked Wrasse - Variation 
ID: Brilliant red vananon With bnght highlights. 
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RINGTAIL WRASSE Oxycheilinus unifasc1atus 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Shades of green to brown with white belly (capable of 
rapid and intense color change); white band with red borders 
from eye to gill cover, white bar across taiL Solitary. Lagoon 
and outer reefs to 60 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Christmas I. to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Maiquesas Is. in French Polynesia- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

ARENATUS WRASSE Oxycheilinus arenatus 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 'I• in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Salmon to brown; dark stripe from eye to tail, orange 
base of pectoral fin; may change to white below daik stripe. 
Solitary and cryptic. Hide inside caves, recesses and 
protected areas of outer reefs and dropoffs in 25-46 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa, nonh to Philippines 
and Micronesia. 

BLACKMARGINED WRASSE Oxycheilinus sp 

SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Slender red-brown body; 5 thin white bars on upper body, 
white spotting on belly and black tail margin. Solitary. 
Rubble bottoms, frequently with soft corals in 8-16 m. A 
scientifically undescribed species. 
Localized: Java, Bali and Sulawesi in Indonesia. 

Ringtan Wrasse - IP 
SIZE: to 28 em (11ln.) 
ID: Purplish brown; wide band with red borders from eye 
to over gill cover, pink or redclish bands on head, white bai 
across tail base, dark patch on ventral fins. 

SLENDER WRASSE Oxycheilinus onentalis 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 '/c in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Slender body; salmon to brown; several pale, somewhat 
indistinct, ragged body bais. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sand, rubble and aieas of dense algae in lagoons and aiOund 
reefs in 18·70 m. 
West Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) tnlndonesia to Samoa. 
- S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

JANSEN'S WRASSE Thalassoma jansenii 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP /IP • Laige black patch from snout to behind pectoral 
fin followed by 2 wide black bais with white or yellow 
between, yellow on tail base; underside of head and 
forebelly white to green. Form groups. Coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs to 10 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Malclives to Fiji. · S. Japan to E. Australia. 
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LADDER WRASSE Thalassoma tlilobatum 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP • Salmon-pink to orange: two stripes formed by 
vertically elongate green to blue-green rectangles. Solitary 
or in pursuit of females. Shallow reefs and rocky shores 
exposed to wave action. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Pitcairn Is. east of French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

SUNSET WRASSE Thalassoma lutescens 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Pink head with green bands, bluish green forebody, 
green rear and yellow-green tail, yellow pectoral fin with 
blue outer edge. Form groups. Sand, rubble and coral 
patches of lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Airica to Hawail, French Polynesia and 
Panama. · S. Japan to Kermadec Is. 

FIVESTRIPE WRASSE Thalassoma ([Uinquevittatum 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 'I• in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP - Purple head with green bands, green upper body, 
yellow below: pair of purple wavy-edged stripes on upper 
body, purple tail borders. Form aggregations. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 18 m, often in surge channels less than 5 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia and Lord Howe I. 
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Ladder Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Greenish gray to pale green to green with 5·6 distinct 
or diffuse dark saddles on bpck: 2 distinct to diffuse dark 
stripes on side, dark vertical line markings on scales, line 
and spot markings on head, but lack the V·shaped mark on 
snout of similar Surge Wrasse IP !next page]. Form small 
fast-swimming groups. 

Sunset Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Yellow head with red bands and light green body. 
JP / SmalllP • Yellow. Both TP and IP have taint vertical lines 
on scales. 

Fivestripe Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 
ID: Green with purple and green bands on head, upper body 
and belly; pair of violet stripes on upper body, 3 · 4 taint 
white diagonal bars; red curving band extends from lower 
eye to gill cover edge. Form groups, frequently accompanied 
by a male. 
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SURGE WRASSE Tllalassoma purpuieum 
SIZE: to 43 em (17 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP • Green to blue ; pink to lavender bands on head, 
irregular purple stripe on back and pair of reddish stripes 
on s ide. Form groups. Old TP may lose stripe markings. 
Surge zone of reef Oats and rocky coasts to 5 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Easter I. 
111 the southeast Pacific. · S. Japan to Australia. 

SIXBAR WRASSE Thalassoma haidwicke 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP /IP · Pale green to whitish with 5·6 black saddles that 
gradually decrease in size towards tail ; pink bands on head, 
purPle to black band on rear edge of gill cover. Form groups. 
Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 15 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is .. Austral and Tuamotu Is. 
111 French Polynesia. · S. Japan to E. Australia. 

TWO· TONE WRASSE Thalassoma amblycephalum 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP • Blue to green head, light greenish to yellowish 
"collar," bluish to red body with vertical green lines on scales; 
two lines under eye; forked tail. Form groups. Upper edge of 
lagoon and seaward reefs to 15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Chagos to Marquesas and Tuamotu Is. in 
French Polynesia.· S. Japan to Australia and N. New Zealand. 

Surge Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) 
ID: Light green with 5·6 distinct or diffuse dark saddles on 
back; 2 distinct to diffuse dark stripes on side, dark vertical 
line markings on scales, line and spot markings on head 
with V-shaped mark on side of snout distinguishing this 
species from the similar Ladder Wrasse IP !previous page!. 

<RES<EHT WRASSE Thalassoma lunaie 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: TP • Blue to blue -green; lavender to green bands on 
head, lavender pectoral fins with blue margin; deep lunate 
tail with yellow center. IP • Similar, but more green. Solitary 
or form groups. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. · S. Japan to Australia and N. New Zealand. 

Two·tone Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

ID: Pale green back with broad dark brown mid-lateral stripe, 
white belly. Form harems consisting of a single TP and 
numerous IP. Commonly seen spawning above reef at dusk. 
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REDSHOULDER WRASSE StelhojuliS bandanens/s 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/dn.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP · Green to browmsh gray upper body, pale belly; 
bright red-orange patch above pectoral fin, blue to green 
smpe markmgs rad1ate from eye. Form groups. Reef flats 
and coastal shallows to 20 m, but usually less than 3 m. 
East l ndo-Pacillc: E. Andaman Sea and W Australia to 
Tuamotu Is. m French Polynesia • S Japan to E. Australia. 

lliR££-llNE WRASSE S!elhojulis stligiventer 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '" m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP · Green back, pale belly With dark green to yellow mid· 
body stripe bordered with thin blue stripes and another on 
back, black spot on rear gill cover, another on tail base. Form 
groups. Sand !lllXed with seagrass or algae or reef Oats to 3m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S. Japan to Australia. 

FOURUNE WRASSE S!etho]ulis tnhneata 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: TP ·Shades of green with red dorsal fm; yellow-orange 
around pectoral fin and occasionally on back ; 4 blue stripes, 
3 from head to tail and one from snout to above pectoral 
Solitary Shallow reefs to 8 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Austra!Ja and samoa. north 
to S. Japan 
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Redshovlder Wrasse · IP 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) 
ID: Dark gray w1th small white dots on upper body; 
markings on scales of lower body form diamond-like netted 
pattern. often pall' of wlutlsh stnpes extend from head onto 
body, small bnght red-orange patch above pectoral fin base. 
Form groups. 

Three-rme Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 /. m ) 
ID: Pale blue to dark ohve upper body w1th wh1te stnpes 
below; pale smpe under eye from snout tip to edge of gtll 
cover, black spot on rear dorsal ltn JP · White stnpe from 
above eye to upper tail base. 

Fourline Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) 
ID: Dark gray With small wlute dots on upper body, pale gray 
low er body; white stripe below eye merges into a salmon 
stripe with a mid-row of black spots from pectoral fm to lower 
tail base 
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CUTRIBBON WRASSE Stetho]uhs mterrupta 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: lP • Orangisb rust upper body, green below; P8lf of blue 
to green stnpes, one on back. other extends from snout to 
tail usually uuerrupted on forebody Form groups Reef flats 
and coastal shallows to 18m, but usually less than 3 m 
East Indo-Pacific: E Andaman Sea and W. Austraha to 
Tuamoru Is. In French Polynesia. · S. Japan to E Australia 

SOUTHERN WRASSE Srelhntuhs no11ahs 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: lP • Green back gradating to pale underside with line 
dark reticulations: broad yellow str1pe from upper head to 
upper tail base. TP ·Similar but with 4 dark bars on mld·side. 
Small groups Mixed bottoms or sand. rubble, weeds. and 
coral. usually less than 6 m. 
West Pacific: FIJI , New Caledonia and Norfolk I 

EIGHTSTRIPE WRASSE Pseudocheilmus octotaema 
SIZE: to 13 5 em (5 I m) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP • Pale to dark red to orange with light to dark purple 
stnpes. sometimes With yellow stripes berween Sohtary 
Coral or rubble patches on seaward reefs in 2-50m 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawau and Duc1e I. east of French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Cutn'bbon Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) 
ID: Green to yellow upper body With pale spots. wlme 
below with dark1sb spots, thm wlute stnpe from snout 
passes below eye and onto fore body 

TAILSPOT WRASSE Pseudocheilmus ocellatus 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/ • m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP • Magenta to red body: often display thin vertical 
wlute lines on side, white-ringed black ocellated spot on tail 
base, curved magenta spot surrounded by yellow markings 
below eye. Soluary. Outer reel areas m 20-60 m. 
Pacific: S. W Japan, Palau and Coral Sea to P1tcaun Is. east 
or French Polynesia 

DISAPPEARING WRASSE 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Pseudocheilmus evarudus 
Wrasses • Labnctae 

ID: TP • Red to orange w1th thm wh1te lmes on Side, wbtte 
band under eye, bluish vemcal streak on cheek, frequently 
w1th 5·6 diffuse pale bars. Solitary and cryptic. Rubble and 
coral patches on seaward slopes m 6·40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E A Inca to Hawau and French 
Polynesia. - Izu Is. in S. Japan to Australia. 
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SIXSTRIPE WRASSE PseudocheJhnus hexacaema 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3m.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP • V1olet w1th 6 orange stripes on s1de; small black 
spot on upper tail base. Sohtary or form small groups: 
cryptic, tude among coral branches. Lagoons and seaward 
reefs m 2-35m 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afiica to Tuamotu Is. m French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia 

MIDGET WRASSE 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 i n.) 

Pseudoc!Jeilmops ataema 
Wrasses • Labridae 

ID: TP · Red w ith 7-8 rose to orange stripes; blue on ventral 
fin. Form small groups: cryptic, stay close to shelter Rubble 
and coral patches on protected reefs in 5 · 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sulawesi and Flores in Indonesia, Pluhppmes, 
Palau and Papua New Gwnea 

TORPEDO WRASSE Pseudocons heceroptera 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 10.) Wrasses • Labndae 
ID: TP • Blue-green head and forebody with alternating 
yellow and blackish bars behind; dark patch behind eye. 
Form groups well above bottom. Mixed sand, rubble and 
coral areas With periodic strong currents in 15·24 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Chagos to S. Japan and Papua New 
Guinea. 
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FOUR STRIPE WRASSE 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3m.) 

Pseudocheilmus tetiacaema 
Wrasses · Labridae 

ID: TP • Four orange to green stripes alternate WJth 3 blue 
stnpes on back: blu1sb to greemsh to brownish belly 
Sohtary: cryptic, hide m small recesses of coral or rubble 
Seaward reefs in 6 · 44 m 
Pacific: Boom Is. m S. Japan to Palau, Hawau and French 
Polynesia. 

Midget Wrasse· IP 
ID: Rose to plllk with whitJSh lower head and beUy; 7 ·81avender 
stnpes, darkish spot on ventral fin and bnght yellow iris. 

Torpedo Wrasse ·IP 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• m ) 
ID: Dark greenish brown, red anal fm; row or pale spots in 
dorsal rm, dark tail borders. 
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SMALLTAIL WRASSE Pseudojuloides cerasmus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
10: TP ·Green upper body, blue below; bioolor blue and yellow 
mid-body stripe, wide black tail margin. Fonn small groups. 
Rubble, weed and ooral areas of lagoon and seaward reefs to 
61 m, usually over 20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa and Hawaii. · S. Japan 
to Australla. 

KALEIDIOS WRASSE Pseudojuloides kale1dios 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
10: TP ·Green to bluish; broad blackish stripe on upper side 
and narrower blue stripe immediately below; bright blue 
snout followed by salmon stripe down back. Solitary or with 
groups of IP. Rubble bottoms in 15 · 40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia. 

ROYAL WRASSE Pseudojuloides sevemsi 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
10: TP · Large dark patch from eyes to mid-body, blue, green 
and yellow behind; violet snout joins violet stripe below eye 
to beyond pectoral base, blue margins on tail. IP · Pink. Sand 
and rubble bottoms in 20-40 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Indonesia and Philippines, 
north to S.W. Japan. 

Smalltail Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
10: Red to pink without markings. 

Kaleidios Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Red upper body, yellow to whitish below; dark reddish 
upper head. Fonn groups on rubble bottoms, often 
aooompanied by at least one TP. 

ATAVIA WRASSE Pseudojuloides atavai 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: IP · Upper head and back reddish brown. white below 
separated by bicolor black and pale blue stripe. TP • Pink 
forebody with orange spots or vertical streaks and bands on 
head, gray rear body and tail with white triangular rear 
margin. Solitary or groups. Outer reefs in 12-31 m. 
South Central Pacific: French Polynesia to Pitcairn Is . 
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CRYI'TI< WRASSE Pteragogus crypcus 
SIZE: 10 9.5 em (3 f, m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP / IP- MOttled shades of red-brown wtth scattered dark 
spots: white stripe from upper eye 10 above pectoral, pale 
ocellated spot on gill cover. Solitary. Crypuc, branchmg 
stony corals, soft corals and weeds to 67 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa. 
- Philtppines and Manana Is. in Micronesia to Australia 

FLAGFIN WRASSE Pteragogus flagelhfer 
SIZE: 10 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses - l..abridae 
ID: TP /IP · Shades of green to yellow-orange with graYISh scale 
spots; yellow-green Ups and purplish markings on cheek; deep 
body TP • 1st 2 dorsal spmes wtth long filaments. Solitary and 
cryptiC. Among branches of soft ooraJ or weedy areas m2 -30 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Papua New Gumea.- S Japan 
10 Great Barner Reef. 

AXIlSPOT HOGFISH BodJanus axJ/Jans 
SIZE: 10 20 em (8 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Purplish brown bead and forebody, whtte rear body; 
large black spot on base of pectoral fin and on rear dorsal 
and anal fins. Solitary, rarely form small groups. Clear water 
lagoons and outer reefs m2-40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Pitcairn Is. east of French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 
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CO<KERU WRASSE Pteragogus enneacanthus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP/ IP · Mottled shades ofred·brown; dark spOtS on lateral 
line (may JOin to form thm stnpe); ocellated brown spot on 
gill cover. TP • Filaments on 1st two dorsal rays. Solitary and 
crypuc. Among stOny and soft corals and weeds m 3-25m 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Australia and Coral Sea, north 
to Mariana Is. in Micronesta. 

NEILL'S HOGFISH Bodianus ne1lh 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Reddish brown head and upper forebody, white lower 
and rear body; large blacktsh and red blotch on middle of 
dorsal and anal fins. Solitary. Coastal reefs m 2-15 m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldtves to Andaman Sea. 

Ampot Hogfi.sh • JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• m.) 
ID: Black; double row or large white spots and wlute snout. 
Sohtary; occasionally act as cleaners. Shelter instde caves 
and crevices. 
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BLACKBELT HOGFISH Bodianus mesothorax 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '/, in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Purplish brown head with wide black band on forebody, 
white to yellowish rear body; black spot on pectoral fin base. 
Lack black spots like similar Axilspot Hagfish !previous). 
Solitary or small groups. Outer reef slopes and passes in 5 -30 m. 
East Indian- Asian Pacific: Christmas I. to Papua New Guinea. 
- S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

SADDLEBACK HOGFISH 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) 

Bodianus bilunulatus 
Wrasses - Labridae 

ID: TP - Pale undercolor with numerous dark reddish to 
greenish or grayish brown thin stripes; large dark or pale 
spot below rear dorsal fin. Solitary: feed on benthic 
invertebrates. Lagoons and outer reef slopes in 8-108 m. 
Indo -Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn Is. east of 
French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Ausualia. 

Sodd~bodt Hagfish • JP 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 
ID: Yellow upper head and forebody, white below with thin 
red stripes, black rear body and white tail base. Solitary; 
occasional act as cleaners. 

Blackbeh Hagfish · JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) 
ID: Purple to nearly black; double row of large black-edged 
yellow spots. Solitary. Shelter in caves and under ledges. 

Soddlebock Hagfish • IP 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) 
ID: White undercolor with thin red stripes on upper head 
and along sides, yellow to translucent tail; large black spot 
below rear dorsal fm. 

BLACKFIN HOGFISH BodJanus loxozonus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Red tO yellow upper head and back, pale below; numerous 
pale thin stripes run from head to tail, large diagonal black 
area across tail base: ventral fin and border of anal fin black. 
Solitary. Lagoon and seaward reef slopes in 3-40m. 
Pacific: Vietnam to French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to E. 
Australia. 
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DIANA'S HOGFISH BodJanus chana 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Purple to red bead and back, yeUow to whitish below; 
4-5 wlute spots on back, large black spots on ventral and 
anal fms Solitary or in pairs. Outer reef slopes in 6-25 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to Samoa - S. Japan 
to E. Australia and New Caledoma 

LONGNOSE HOGFISH BodJanus prognathus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Red upper body, paler below, 4-5 wlute spots on back 
and several pale spots on body; black spots on many scales. 
elongate snout. Solitary. Outer reefs m 7-20 m, 1uvemles 
usuauy below 30 m. 
Localized: Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

TWOSPOT SUNDER HOGFISH BodJanus bimaculatus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 ill.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: Smau and slender; vanable from yellowiSh upper body and 
pink below to pink upper body and white below; may have thin 
red stripes, black spot on rear gill cover and often another on 
tail base. Fonn small groups. Steep outer reef slopes m 30-60 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Mawitius to Papua New Gwnea. -S. Japan 
to Great Barner Reef. 
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Diona's Hogfish - JP 
SIZE: to 7.6 em (3 in.) 
ID: Maroon undercolor watb md!Stmct stripes formed by 
numerous wlute spots and blotches: black spots on ventral 
and anal fins. Solitary. Conunonly around black coral or 
gorgornan fans. 

LYRETAIL HOGFISH BodJanus anth1o1des 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Brown head and forebody, wlute rear body; scattered 
brown spots on wh1te areas; deeply forked tail Solitary; 
feed on benthic mvertebrates. Steep outer slopes. often 
adJacent to dropoffs in 6-25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Line Is. and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia. 

GOLDS POT HOGFISH BodJanus perchoo 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Wrasses -Labridae 
ID: JP - Yellow; large black patch on rear back preceded by 
white bar. TP- Reddish; same markings as JP except bar is 
yellowish, to 80 em (2'1• ft.). Sohtary. Sand and rubble patches 
of seaward reefs m 13- 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Haw an and PitcaJm Is. east of French 
Polynesia- S. Japan to AUSU'alia. 
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R£DSTRIPE HOGFISH Bodianus opeiCl1lans 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Wrasses · Labridae 
ID: Slender body; bold red and white candy-stripe pattern: 
black spot on rear edge of gill cover. Solitary or form small 
g roups. Rubble bottoms on or adjacent to s teep outer reef 
s lopes in 35-70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Palau and Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia. 

ROCKMOVER WRASSE Novaculichthys taenioums 
SIZE: to 27 em (10'1• in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP /IP · Pale gray head, dark brown to black body with 
pale spot on each scale; wbite bar on tail base, may display 
lines radiating from eye. Solitary; turn over rocks in search 
of prey. Rubble bottoms next to reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii, 
French Polynesia and Panama. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

SEAGRASS RAZORFISH Novaculichthys macrolepJdotus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Bright green with dark band and lines radiating from 
eye; several black spots usually jUSt before tail base. IP · Similar, 
with dark mid-lateral stripe. Form aggregations in seagrass 
and weed beds. Lagoons and ooastal areas to 5 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and 
New Guinea. · S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia and Lord Howe I. 

CRESCENT-TAIL HOGFISH 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in) 

Bodianussp. 
Wrasses · Labridae 

ID: Red with white belly; 2 narrow wbite stripes from snout 
to tail, large black spot on tail base extends onto tail and is 
bordered by crescents of yellow, red and black, black spot on 
upper rear gill oover. Undescribed species. Deep reefs in 20-60m. 
Localized: Known from scattered locations in Indonesia and at 
Christmas I. in the Central Pacific. 

Rotkmover Wrasse- JP 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 
ID: "Antlers " at front of dorsal fin; green to brown to 
maroon body with white irregular spots and 3 black bars: 
white banded head. Effecrively mimic bits of drifting weed 
with "to and fro" swimming motion. 

KNIFE RAZORFISH 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 

Cymolutes praetextatus 
Wrasses · Labridae 

ID: Blunt snout; wbite, often with green to brown tint; faint 
irregular brown bars with white line running down back, 
may display broad yellow stripe. Solitary; dive into sar1d 
when a larmed and to sleep at night. Extensive sand or 
weedy areas near reefs or lagoons in 2-10m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. 
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COLlARED RAZORFISH 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) 

Cymo/utes wrquarus 
Wrasses · Labndae 

ID: TP • Blunt snout, pale green to brown with numerous thm 
body bars. slanung dark bars Just above pectOral fm "collar" 
Sollt.ary dive mto sand when alarmed and tO sleep at rught 
ExtensiVe sand bottoms near reefs or lagoons m 2 ·15 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. A!nca tO Papua New Gumea • S Japan 
tO Australia 

WHITEPATCH RAZOR FISH lnnstJus aneuens1s 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 ln.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Steep blunt snout; pale gray; large while patch on 
lower forebody, may d1splay 3·4 dusky bars. D1ve lnto sand 
when alarmed and tO sleep at night. Open sand areas near 
reefs m 12·92 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Chagos Is. to Hawau. • S W. Japan and 
M1crones1a to Ausualla 

Whitepcrtch R01orlish · JP Variation 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• m.) 
ID: Green or pale yeUow w1thout dlsunctlve markmgs 
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Collared Razorfish • Variation 
ID: Shades of brown With numerous narrow dusky brown 
bars. dark "coUar" bar blends 10 w1th other bars. 

Whitepatth Razorfish • JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) 
ID: Pale gray; 3 dark body bars and another behind eye, 
dark foret.ail, single or double spots on rear dorsal fin above 
two rear bars; some elongauon of spmous dorsal fin forms 
·nag" when raised. Dive mto sand when alarmed and to 
sleep at night. 

Whitepatch Razorlish • JP Variation 
SIZE: tO 6 em (2 ·/ m.) 

ID: Dark brown to black Without dlstmcuve marlongs. 
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FIVEfiNGER RAZORFISH lruJStJus pencadacty/us 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP- Greenish gray; 4·5 overlapping red spots (appear 
dark underwater) above pectoral fin , often whitish area 
followed by a dark blotch on forebody ; steep blunt head. 
Solitary or form loose groups. Sand to mud slopes to 30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Australia and 
Papua New Guinea, north to S. Japan. 

PEACOCK RAZOR FISH Innstius pavo 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: TP · Steep blunt head; light gray; whitish patch on lower 
forebody with one or two black spots above. may display 
dusky bars. Solitary; dive into sand when alarmed and to 
sleep at night Open sand areas near reefs in 20 · 1 00 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii. French Polynesia 
and Central America. · S. Japan to Australia. 

Peo<o<k Razorlish - JP Variation 
SIZE: 4·8 em (1 '/z -3 in.) 
ID: Long 1st dorsal fin spines, steep blunt head; whitish 
with 3 -4 brown bars on head and body; black ooellated 
spots on foreback, mid and rear dorsal fin. Solitary or form 
loose groups. Young mimic drifting plant debris. Open sand 
near reefs in 2 · 20 m. 

fivefinger Ra.zorlish • IP 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 
ID: Steep blunt head; greeni sh gray; large white patch 
above belly with red-edged scal es. Similar TP Whitepatch 
Razorfish !previous page! lack these markings. Solltary or 
form loose groups. Both TP/lP dive into sand or mud bottom 
when alarmed and to sleep at night. 

Pea<o<k Razorlish - Sub-adult 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 
ID: Long 1st dorsal spines, steep blunt head; whitish; white 
patch on lower forebody with dark spot above, faint bars, 
dark spots on mid and rear dorsal fin. Solitary or form loose 
groups. Open sand areas near reefs in 2 · 20 m. 

Pea<o<k Razorlish • JP Variation 
SIZE: 3-6 em (1 'I• · 2'1• in.) 
ID: Long 1st dorsal fin spmes, steep blunt head; entirely 
olive to dark brown or with some whitish areas. Solitary or 
form loose groups. Open sand areas near reefs in 2·20 m. 
Mimic drifting plant debris. 
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BlACKBARRED RAZOR FISH inJJstJus teuazona 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: IP -While w1th 4-5 dark bars or blotches. 1st 2 dorsal 
rays form small separated pennant. large TP - Lack bars, 
black spot above nud·laterallme. JP- Yellow, green or while 
With 2 oceUated spotS on dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. 
Coastal sand slopes to 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: indonesia to Philippines. 

CHISEL TOOTH WRASSE Pseudodax mollucanus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses- Labridae 
ID: TP- Blue-green undercolor with dark spots on scales. 
orange-red to rust wash on forebody and back, yellow upper 
!Jp, pale yellow bar on tail base. Solitary Seaward reefs, 
mcludmg steep outer slopes in 3-40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia 
- S. Japan to Australia 

TUBEUP WRASSE Labnchchys urubnt:!aiUS 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/. m.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: TP- Dark olive with numerous thm blue smpes; broad 
yelloWISh bar betund head. IP - Sunilar, but have yellow lips 
and lack yelloWISh bar. Solitary or form smaU groups: feed on 
coral polyps. Sheltered reefs with rich coral growth to 20 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to samoa -S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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aUBES RAZORFISH Im1snus celebiC!ls 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Wrasses - Labridae 
ID: TP - Pale gray back and wtute below; large black patch 
on nud-forebody, honzonlally elongate black streak on tail 
base. Solitary or form loose groups. Open over sand areas 
near reefs m 5-20 Ill 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Ph1hppmes to Taiwan and 
Marshall Is. in Micronesia. 

Chiseltooth Wrasse - JP 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) 
ID: Bluish green undercolor with dark scale row stripes; 
blue stripe from snout runs on back to near tai l, another 
stripe on lower head and belly, pale bar across tail base. Act 
as cleaners. 

T ubelip Wrasse- JP 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in ) 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black w1th thm white stripe from 
snout to tail; smau Juveniles have an additional stnpe along 
lower edge of body. Forage around branching coral patches. 
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YElLOWTAil TUBELIP Dlproccacamhus xanehUJlJS 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 Ill.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP / IP • Wlut.e WJth yeUow tail; dark brown smpe on back. 
black stnpe from snout through eye to tail. JP • SuruJar, but 
black tail, aetas deaners. Solitary. Sheltered reefs m3-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndonesta, Philippmes and Papua New Gumea 
to Great Barrier Reef 

Wedge-tailed Wrasse • IP 
SIZE: 5·8 em (2·3 in.) 
ID: Blu1sh gray to brown with orangish spot on each scale. 
yellow upper back and dorsal fin; bluish spot on from of 
dorsal; tall slightly forked with rounded corners 

AWN'S TUBEUP LabropsJSallt!ro 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 Ill.) Wrasses · Labndae 
ID: TP · Slender; brown head. yellow green m1d·body, wlute 
rear and tad; large ocellated spot at pectoral base, small 
black spot on from of dorsal fin and rear beUy. Solitary or Ill 
paus. Steep slopes of lagoon and seaward reefs m 4 ·52 m 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a and Philippines to Solomon Is. and 
Marshall Is. in Micronesia 

WEDGE· TAILED WRASSE LabrOPSJS xanlhonora 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP • BluiSh gray to brown With yellow spot on eacb scale; 
blue markings on head, yellow edge on gill cover, white 
triangular marlong centered on tail Solitary. Coral-rich areas 
of clear lagoons to seaward reefs m 7 ·55 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Afnca to Samoa.· S.W. Japan to Great 
Barner Reef. 

Wedge·ta"ed Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: 2·4 em (1· 1 'h in.) 
ID: Dark blue to black with numerous thin bluish white stripes 
and yellow dorsal fin; tail rounded with w1de black margm. 

Alen's Tubelp · JP 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I· in.) 
ID: Slender; brown head. yeUow green rrud-body, white rear 
body and tail; large pale-edged black spot at pectoral base 
and on front of dorsal fin and rear beUy, pau of yellow stripes 
from snout to tail base. 
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MICRONESIAN TUBELIP LabropsJs nucTomesJca 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP • Orange-brown With dark scale margins, gray to blue· 
gray head wtth whtte hps, black taH wtth whtte margm 
Solitary. occastonally act a cleaners. Clear lagoon or seaward 
reefs m 7 -33 m 
Localized: Palau and Marshall Is. in Micronesta 

SOUTHERN TUBELIP Labrops1s australis 
SIZE: to 10.5 em (4 m.) Wrasses· Labridae 
ID: Dark gray head and tail, golden-brown to orange body: 
pale fleshy lips, black spot on pectoral fm base. Solitary or 
occastonally m paus. Coral-ncb areas of lagoons, outer reefs 
and passes m 2 ·55 m. 
West Pacific: Great Barner Reef and Solomon Is to FtJt and 
Samoa 

NORTHERN TUBELIP LabTOpsJS manabeJ 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Wrasses· Labndae 
ID: TP · Dark gray head, brown body, blue l!ps: large yellow 
patch at base of blue tall, black spot on pectoral fm base. 
JP / IP • Sunilar to Sou them Tubehp )below). Sohtary or form 
small groups. Coral-nch areas m 15·30. 
Asian Pacific: Hibernia Reef in Timor Sea, E. Indonesia and 
Papua New Guinea, north to s.w. Japan. 
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Micronesian Tubelip • JP 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 I 111 ) 

ID: Wlute with three dark brown to black stnpes from snout 
to black tail IP • Retam smpes, but head and body become 
gray to brownish. JP and IP best dJstmgwshed from slDlllar 
Northern and Southern Tubehps Jprevtous) by locauon 
Juven!les act as cleaners 

Southern T ubelip · J P 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: White wtth three dark brown to black stripes from snout 
to black tail. IP · Retain stripes but head and body gray to 
browntSh. Juveniles act as cleaners. 

REDUP CUAN£R WRASSE LabTOides rubrolabialus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 I m .) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Vanable from yellow to white head and brown body, black 
tall With blue borders: dark stnpe from snout onto body and 
nanower smpe from head to dorsal fm base. Solitary cleaner: 
SWJm with jerky motton to attract cltents. Coral reefs in 2·25 m. 
Central Pacific: Fiji to Line Is. and Ducte 1. east of French 
Polynesia. 



Swim with Pectoral Fins - Wrasses 

BICOLOR CLEANER WRASSE Labroides bu:olor 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 I 111.) Wrasses- Labndae 
ID: Slender. blue bps gradaung to black forebody, pale 
yellow to wh1te rear body and tail; blue crescent on tall 
Sohuuy or m pans. cleaner. swun with Jerky mouon to 
attract clients. Coral reefs m 2-25m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Micronesia, Lme Is and French 
Polynes1a -S Japan to east Australia and L. Howe I 

BLACKSPOT CLEANER WRASSE Labroides pecrorabs 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Wrasses - Labndae 
ID: Yellow head and back, white belly; dark stnpe from 
snout becomes progressively wider toward tad, black spot 
below pectoral fin. Sob13Iy cleaner; swun With )erky mouon 
to attract clients Coral reefs m 2-28 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Chnstmas L to Lme Is. and P1tca1m Is. 
east of French Polynesia. - Borun Is. m S. Japan to Australia. 

Bluestreak Cleaner Wrasse · IP 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 I 111.) 
ID: Shades of brown to yellow; narrow dark stnpe from 
snout beoomes progressively WJder toward tad, blue borders 
on uul P1ctured specunen cleaning a Twinstnpe Fusder. 

Bkolor Cleaner Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: to 8 an (3 m. 
ID: Black with yeDow suipe rum:!Ilg from SilOUl to top of 
tail; tail pale. Wrth matumy pale allcl: ~WI expands onto 
body and stripe disappears. 

BLUESTREAK CL£ANER WRASSE 
SIZE: to 11.6 em (4 '1• m.) WtoiS81 - Lat:olae 
ID: TP • White to yeUoWJSh head and fort!bocly beames biUlsh 
toward tail; stripe from snout beoomes p:og: I!$S!'Ielf Wider 
toward tail. Solitary or m pairs; eslalJiisb ~ 5tii:DIS. swun 
wtth Jerky motion to attract cbents Ccnl reefs m 2-40m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to Ducie 1 east d French 
Polynes1a. - S. Japan to Australia. 

Blues1reok Cleaner Wrasse • JP 
SIZE: to 5 em (2m.) 

-------· 

ID: Navy blue; neon blue stnpe from snout to upper border 
of tail, also neon blue lower tail border. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 10 

Reddish/Big Eyes 
Soldierfishes & Squirreliishes - Bigeyes 

This ID Group consists of moderate-sized, predominantly reddish fishes with large eyes. 

FAMILY: Soldierfishes & Squirrelfishes - Holocentridae 
4 Genera - 32 Species Included 

Soldierfishes - Typical Shape Squirrelfishes- Typical Shape 

As their reddish color and large eyes indicate, family members are nocturnal feeders that 
typically lurk near or just inside reef pockets or branching corals during the day. Large squirrel-like 
eyes and a tall upright second dorsal fin reminiscent of a squirrel's tail provide squirrelfishes with 
their common name. Soldierfishes, represented by two genera in this book, can be distinguished 
from squirrelfishes by blunter snouts and the lack of a prominent pre-gill cover spine that are 
venomous in a few species. Although spine wounds can be quite painful they are not believed to 
be life threatening. 

Soldierf1shes feed in the water column after dark on large zooplar!kton, including crab larvae, 
while squirrelfishes forage the sea floor primarily in search of crabs, shrimps and small fishes. 
Soldierfishes in the genus Myripristis are ma1or sound producers. However, virtually all their 
vocalizations, including pops, grunts and clicks, believed to function as intraspecies communications, 
are of such a low frequency that they are maudible to divers. 

FAMILY: Bigeyes - Priacanthidae 
3 Genera - 4 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Big eyes have deep, compressed bodies, large upturned mouths with projecting lower jaws and 
large ventral fins connected to the belly by a membrane. Like soldierfishes, bigeyes are also nocturnal 
zooplankton feeders that move out and away from the reef after sunset to dine m open water on small 
squids and octopuses and a variety of crabs, shrimps, fishes and polychaete worm larvae. Primarily 
red by day as they shelter near the reef's base, they change to a pale or blotched pattern at night. 
Occasionally, during daylight hours, they acqwre these alternate patterns, which can be switched 
on and off quite rapidly. 
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ROUGHSCALE SOLDIER FISH Plecnypops lima 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/, in.) Squirrelfishes • Holocentndae 
ID: Bright red with clearish to reddish fins; small scales 
compared to other soldierfishes: no dark margin on rear gill 
cover or white margins on fins. Sotitaiy; hide in deep reoesses. 
Outer reef slopes in 5-40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Easter I. in southeastern 
Pacific. -S. Japan to E. Australia. 

WHITtTIP SOLDIERFISH 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) 

Mynpriscts vittata 
Squirrelfishes -Holocentridae 

ID: Orange-red; white tips on dorsal fin spines, narrow 
white margms on fins. slightly darkened margin on gill cover. 
Commonly form groups. Steep outer reef slopes in 15-80 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Seychelles to Hawaii and French Polynesia. -S.W. 
Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 

SCARLET SOLDIERFISH Myripristis pcalinia 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Squirrelfishes -Holocentridae 
ID: Red back s.hading to silvery on side with red scale margins 
and silver breast; red fins with narrow white margins, brown 
margin confined to upper gill cover. Coastal. lagoon and outer 
reefs in 2 ·40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific and 
French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Reddish/Big Eyes 

EAST INDIAN SOLDIERFISH 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Myripristis trachyaccon 
Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 

ID: Shades of red; reddish fins with narrow white margins, 
blackish tips on rear lobes of dorsal, anal and tail fins, only 
slight dusky margin on gill cover. Outer reef slopes in 3-50m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Papua New Guinea and 
Solomon Is. 

DOUBLHOOTH SOLDIER FISH 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 

Myriplistis llexagona 
Squirrelfishes - Holocentndae 

ID: Red with broad pink scale margins, pale reddish fins 
have no white margins: broad dark red band on rear margin 
of gill cover. Coastal reefs and seaward slopes, often in turbid 
areas in 3-40m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa Philippines to Australia 
and New Caledonia. 

YEUOWFIN SOLDIERFISH Myripristis chryseres 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Squirrellishes · Holocentridae 
ID: Red with darkish scale margins; all fins (except pectorals) 
bright yellow, dark brown rear margin on gill cover. Solitary 
or form groups. Seaward reef slopes in 30·200 m, rarely to 12 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Samoa. · S. W. 
Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Squirrelfishes 

EPAULETTE SOLDIERFISH 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) 

Mynpnsus kuncee 
Squinelfishes - Holocentn<lae 

ID: Orange-red w1th pearly scale centers; scales small 
compared with other soldierlishes, red fins wtth narrow wlute 
margms, dusky brown band along rear gill cover Form loose 
groups. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs m 2-35 Ill-
Indo-Pacific: Seychelles to Hawaii and French Polynesia - S. W 
Japan to Australla. 

BLOTCHEYE SOLDIER FISH MynpnslJS murd)an 
SIZE: to 27 em (10'1• m.) Squinelfishes - Holocentridae 
ID: Pink to silvery white with red scale margins; red spiny 
dorsal fin, narrow white margins on all fins (except pectorals), 
gill cover with brown margin. Solitary: hide tns1de caves 
durmg day. Coastal. lagoon and outer reefs m 2 · 40 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa.- S W Japan 
to Australia 

BRICK SOLDIERFISH Mynpnsus amat~na 
SIZE: to 32 em ( 13 m.) Squinelfishes - Holocentndae 
ID: Red wtth dark scale margms, red dorsal, anal and tail fins 
without white margins; dark margm on rear g1ll cover. 
Dunng day often form large aggregations under ledges or 
mside caves. Lagoons and outer slopes in 2-52 m. 
Paciiic: Mtcrones1a to Hawaii and French Polynesia.- S.W. 
Japan to New CaledorLia. 
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SPUNDlD SOLDIERFISH Mynpnsos botche 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Sqwrrelflshes- Holocentndae 
ID: White wtth red scale margms. red dorsal, artaJ and tail fins 
with dark lobe tips and narrew wlute margms, dark brown 
edge on gill cover Bonom of slopes, dead reef areas and 
ISolated coral formations m 20-65 Ill-
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca toW Austraha, north to S. Japan's 
BorLin Is. 

VIOLET SOLDIERFISH Myripristis vio/acea 
SIZE: to 20 em (Sm.) Squirrelhshes- Holocentridae 
ID: Silvery with violet sheen and promment dark scale margins: 
fms red with narrow wlute margms (except pectorals). light 
red band along margin of gill oove.r. Coastal. lagoon and outer 
reefs in 3-30m. 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to J..me Is m eastern Central Pacific 
and French Polynesia - SW. Japan to Australia. 

SHADOWFIN SOLDIER FISH Mynpi1S11S adusca 
SIZE: to 32 em (13m.) Sqwrrelfishes- Holocentndae 
ID: Pale satmon-pmk wtth dark scale margms: black margin on 
rear dorsal and tail fins, black spot on rear gill cover. Solitary 
or form small groups. Coastal. lagoon and outer reefs to 25 Ill
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and French Polynesia.· S.W. 
Japan to New Caledoma 



BIG·S<AU SOLDIERFISH 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) 

MyripnstJs bemdo 
Squirrelfishes - Holocentridae 

ID: White with reddish tints and red scale margins; yeUow 
spiny dorsal fin, narrow white margins on all fins (except 
pectorals), dark margin on rear gill cover. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 3 ·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to E. Australia and Kermadec Is. 

WHITESPOT SOLDIERFISH MyripnstJs woods! 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 
ID: Reddish with red scale margu1s; white spot above base 
of pectoral fin, red fins With white margins (except pectoral). 
red-brown band on rear margin of gill cover to rear pectoraL 
Reef flats. lagoons and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Northwest to South Central Pacific: Japan's Bonin and 
Marcus Is. and Micronesia to Line Is. and French Polynesia. 

SPOTFIN SQUIRRE1FISH Neomphon sammara 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 in.) Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 
ID: Silvery with thin dark red to blackish stripes; reddish 
spiny dorsal fin with large black spot at front. white spine 
tips and white spots along base. Solitary. Most common 
among staghom ooral patches in 3·40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Comoro Is. to Micronesia, Hawaii and French 
Polynesia· S. W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe L 

Reddish/Big Eyes 

EARll'S SOLDIERFISH MynpiiSIJs earlei 
SIZE: to 30 em {12 in.) Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 
ID: YeUow dorsal fin; red margms on whitish body scales, 
dark margm on rear gill oover. Usually m groups that shelter 
m caves and under ledges during day. Seaward reefs slopes 
in 10·20m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Phoenix Is.in Central Pacific and 
Marquesas ls.in French Polynesia. 

BLACKFIN SQUIRRELFISH Neomphon opercularis 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Squirrelfishes · Holocentridae 
ID: Silvery with dark red to blackish scale spots; black spiny 
dorsal fin with white tips and white marks along base. Solitary 
or form small groups. Often within branches of stag hom oorals 
in 3·25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 

<LEARFIN SQUIRRELFISH Neoniphon argenteus 
SIZE: to !9 em (7 '/o in.) Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 
ID: Silvery with thin dark red to blackish stripes; translucent 
spiny dorsal fm. Solitary; oornmonly among branches of large 
staghom oorals. Coral-rich areas of reef flats. lagoons and 
sheltered seaward reefs to 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to S.W. Japan, Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. 
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Squirrelfishes 

GOLD·UNED SOUIRR£LfiSH Neomphon aurohnt:aws 
SIZE: 10 25 em (1 0 lll.) Sqmrrelfishes • Holocentndae 
ID: Slivery wtute 10 plllla.sh With yellow stnpes between scale 
rows, yeUow pectoral 1m base. red bar across nape and gill 
cover. Sohtary or form small groups. Steep outer reef slopes 
m30·160m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Comoro Is. 10 Hawaii.· S.W Japan to 
Great Barner Reef 

THREE·SPOT SOUIRRELfiSH Sargocentron comutum 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Squirrelfishes · Holocentridae 
ID: Altemaung red and white stripes; black spot on middle 
tail base, black streak on outer front edge of anal fin. Solitary 
or form small groups. Dropoffs and outer slopes m 6 · 40 m 
Asian Pacific: W Australia and Java mlndonesta 10 Solomon Is 
- Philippines 10 Great Barner Reef. 

SAMURAI SOUIRRELfiSH Sa!gocentron modai 
SIZE: 1017 em (6 '/, lll.) Sqmrrelfishes • Holocentndae 
ID: Altematlllg red and white stnpes; red spiny dorsal fin with 
row of white spots through middle. Solitary or form groups 
Outer reef slopes in 5· 70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Comoro Is. to French Polynes1a · S.W. Japan 
to E. Australia. 
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BLACKSPOT SOUIRRELFISH Sa!gocentron melanospilos 
SIZE: 10 25 em (10m.) Sqwrrelftsbes- Holocentridae 
ID: Pale golden 10 slivery wlute with orange scale margins; 
black spot at base of rear dorsal, rear anal, pectOral base 
and on tail fins; pau of tlun white bars bebmd eye. Seaward 
slopes in 10·35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Comoro Is. to Samoa • SW. Japan to 
E. Australia and New Caledoma 

CROWN SOUIRRELfiSH Sargocentron diadema 
SIZE: to 17 em (7 m.) Squmelftsbes -Holocentridae 
ID: Altematmg red and wlute stnpes; dark red to black spiny 
dorsal fin With wlute spme ups and wlute streak through 
IDlddle. Solitary or form small groups. T1dal flats and deeper 
areas of lagoon and seaward reefs 10 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca 10 Hawau and Pitcaun I 
east of French Polynes1a. · S W Japan 10 Australia. 

SMAI.lhiOlfTH SOUIRRUfiSH Sargocentron nucroswma 
SIZE: 1019 em (7 '/. lll) Sqwrrelhshes- Holocentndae 
ID: AJtemanng red and wlute smpes, black markings on front 
of 1st dorsal fin and very long wtute margm on anal fin spme. 
Solitary or form loose groups. Reef flats and deeper coastal 
reefs, lagoons and outer slopes m 2·183 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maldives 10 Line Is. m eastern Central Pacific and 
French Polynesia. -Philippmes to Australia. 



PEPPERED SOUIRRELFJSH Sargocentron punctaussimum 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Squirrelfishes - Holocentridae 
ID: Pink gradating to silvery belly with fine spotting and 
indistinct stripes; spiny dorsal fin with white t ips, red 
border and row of white spots below. Solitary or form groups. 
Tide pools, reef flats and sub-tidal reefs to 30m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Easter I. 
m southeastern Pacific. -S. Japan to Australia. 

PINK SOUIRRELFISH Sargocentron tiereoides 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 'I• in.} Squirrelfishes - Holooentridae 
ID: Alternating silvery pink and red stripes; bright red spiny 
dorsal fin with white spine tips, other fins mainly transparent 
to pinkish. Solitary or form small groups. Seaward and lagoon 
reefs in 6-45 m, usually below 15m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific 
and French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to E. Australia. 

TAHITIAN SOUJRRELFISH 
SIZE: to 33 em (13 in.} 

Sargocentron tiere 
Squirrelfishes -Holooentridae 

ID: Red with iridescent blue stripes (more evident on lower 
side); red spiny dorsal fin with while tips and white streaks 
on mid-lin. Solitary; hide inside caves and crevices duting day. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs to 183m. 
Indo-Pacific: Comoro ls. to Hawaii and Pitcairn Least of French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Reddish/Big Eyes 

Y£UOW-STRIPED SOUIRRELfiSH Sargocentron enslferum 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.} Squirrelfishes- Holocentridae 
ID: Red with narrow yellow stripes dorsally and white stripes 
ventrally, yeUow spiny dorsal fin with red margin. Solitary or 
form groups. Usually on seaward coral reefs or rocky bottoms 
in 18-50 m. 
Pacific: Taiwan and S.W. Japan south to New Caledorua and 
Samoa; west to Hawaii and Pitcairn l. east of French Polynesia 

DWARF SOUIRRELFISH 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Sargocentron iota 
Squmelfishes - Holooentridae 

ID: Red without distinctive markings; tail lobes rounded, 
scales with serrated edges. Solitary and cryptic; lurk in caves 
and recesses. Steep outer reef slopes to 34 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: Christmas I. to Indonesia, Palau. Papua 
New Guinea, New Caledonia, Fiji and Hawaii. 

TAILSPOT SQUIRRELFISH Sargocentron caudimaculatum 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.} Squirrelfishes- Holooentridae 
ID: Red with variable amount of silvery white on rear body and 
tail base; silver-white streak above upper edge of gill cover. 
Solitary or form loose groups. Coral-rich areas of outer reefs, 
frequently on steep dropoffs in 6-40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia. -S. Japan 
to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Squirrelfishes - Bigeyes 

VIOLET SQUIRRELFISH Sargocenrron V!Olaceum 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Sqwrrelfishes • Holocentndae 
ID: Red head. body purplish to browrusb red With ven.cal 
blu!sh streak on each scale: rear maiglll of gill cover blackish. 
COral-nch clear water lagoons and seaward reefs to 25 m 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to Vanuatu, Samoa, Line Is m eastern 
Central PacifiC · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

REIXOAT SOUIRRELFISH Sargocentron rubrum 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 '1• in.) Squirrelfishes • Holocentridae 
ID: Altematmg reddish brown and white stripes; often dark 
streak on tall base and on bases of rear dorsal and anal fins. 
Solitary or form small groups. Frequently on silty reefs and 
wrecks m lagoons. bays and harbors to 84 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to S.W. Japan. 
south to Australia, New Caledonia and Vanuatu 

GtASSEYE Heteropnacamhus cruentalUS 
SIZE: to 32 em (13m.) Bigeyes · Pna<:antludae 
ID: Vanable red to slivery w1th distinct to obscure bars or 
blotches; fins lightly SPOtted or mottled; tail slightly rounded. 
Solitary or form small groups; dnft next to coral heads during 
day. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 3·20 m. 
Circum tropical. 
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SABRE SQUIRRElfiSH Sargocenuon spl111ferum 
SIZE: to 45 em (18m.) SqwrrelfJshes · Holocenmdae 
ID: Large; red WJth verucal slivery streak on each scale. anal 
and ventral fms often yelloWI6h; prominent cheek spine. 
Solitary or m paus; often ms1de caves and ledges. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 122 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Mlcronesia, Hawcu1 
and French Polynesia. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

WHITEBAR BIGEYE Pnstigenys nipboma 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 m.) Bigeyes • Priacanlbidae 
ID: Bright red rounded body With 5 narrow wlute bars, white 
dorsal spines; huge eye. Solitary. Rare w1thin safe diving 
depths; normally on steep outer reef slopes in 70-100 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Papua New Guinea 
- S. Japan to Australia 

Glasseye • Dark Phose 
ID: Dark red With silvery unts and narrow bars. Have ability 
to rap1dly mteoslfy or dmuru.sh color and m.arkmgs. Tend to be 
around islands rather than contmental coastlines. 



BLO<H'S BIGEYE Pnacanthus bloclw 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Bigeyes • Priacanthidae 
ID: Variable red to silvery with red blotches; fins generally 
plain without spots or mottling; slightly rounded tail. SOlitary 
or form small groups. Under ledges or hover next to coral heads 
during day. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 15·30 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Gulf of Aden to Samoa. · Philippines to 
Australia 

Bloch's Bigeye • Blotched Phase 
ID: Silvery blotched pattern. Have ability to rapidly int~nsify 
or diminish color and markings. 

(resent-taU Bigeye • Barred Phase 
ID: Pinkish sliver with red bar under eye. Have ability to rapidly 
intensify or diminish color and markings. 

Reddish/Big Eyes 

Bloch's Bigeye • Pale Phase 
ID: All sliver except some reddish tinting on upper head and 
back. Have ability to rapidly intensify or fade color and markings. 

CRESCENT-TAIL BIGEYE Pnacanthus hamrur 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) B1geyes · Priacanthidae 
ID: Variable red to silvery oocasionally with about 6 red bars 
or large spots; fins without spots or mottling; crescent tail. 
SOlitary. Hover under ledges or next to coral heads during day. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs in 15·250 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Gulf of Aden to Samoa. · Philippines to 
E. Australia and Lord Howe !. 

Cresent·taU Bigeye • Pale Phase 
ID: Silver with red bars and dark borders on dorsal, anal and tail 
fins. Have ability to rapidly intensify or fade color and markings. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 11 

Cardinalfishes 
and Glassfishes 

This ID Group consists of cardinalfishes and a small family known as glassfishes. 

FAMILY: Cardinalfishes - Apogonidae 
13 Genera - 109 Species Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape Typical Shape 

Cardinalfishes are relatively small (from 5 to 15 em 12 to 6 in. I), compared to most families of reef 
fishes, have large eyes, short snouts, moderately large oblique mouths, two short, widely separated dorsal 
fins, and double-edged preopercula. The family received its common name from the reddish color common 
to many species, however, shades of black, white, brown, silver and yellow are well represented. By day 
cardinalfishes shelter in the protection of corals, undercuts and crevices; a few associate with urchins, 
sea anemones, and gorgonian branches. Although typically solitaiy, in parrs or loose clusters, species in 
genus Rhabdamia occur in dense aggregations over isolated coral bommies. At dusk cardinalfishes leave 
their daytime refuges to feed throughout the night on zooplankton and small, bottom-dwelling crustaceans. 

Male cardinalfishes are known for the unusual behavior of incubating egg masses inside their 
mouths. During the few days before hatching, broodmg males can be recognized by their expanded 
jaws. Often their mouths are so engorged that the egg masses are clearly visible between open lips. 
At intervals brooding males shift their mouthfuls allowing the masses to aerate more evenly. 

Glassfishes are a small family of small fishes that resemble semitransparent cardinalfishes, except 
for their larger more obvious scales. They often form large, closely packed aggregations above structures 
and among mangroves in the shallow water of estuaries. 

CAPRICORN CAIIDINAlfiSH 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 Ul.) 

Apogon capncofllJS 
Cardinalfishes • Apogorudae 

ID: Yellowtsh undercolor, pmk to blue scale margins form 
wavy vertical lines, pau of blue stripes from eye, black spot 
on tail base. In pairs or small groups. Coral and rocky reefs 
m 2-20m 
Southwestern Pacific: S. Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to 
S. New South Wales, Australia. 
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SPOTNAPE CARDINAlfiSH Apogon nocarus 
SIZE: to lOcm (4 III.) Cardmalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Purplish brown; black stnpe from snout through eye and 
another on base of dorsal fm. black spot on side of nape and 
larger black spot on tail Form aggregations. Coastal, lagoon 
and seaward reefs m 8-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Bali and Komodo Lin Indonesia. 
Papua New Guinea to Great Barrier Reef. 



ODDSCAlE CARDINAlFISH Apogon evermanm 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonidae 
ID: Red with hint of 3-4 broad pale bars on side; dark stripe 
from snout to gill cover edge, dark-edged white spot at base 
of last dorsal rays. Solitary or in pairs; cryptic. Shelter inside 
caves of outer slopes in 5-70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and French Polynesia. Also 
m western AtlantiC. 

REDSTRIPED CARDINAlFISH Apogon margantophorus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• irL) CardinalfJShes- Apogonidae 
ID: Red with white belly; broad white mid-lateral stripe 
with 2 narrower stripes above and fragmented stripe below. 
Form aggregations. Around rocks and crevices of weedy 
areas in coastal reefs and lagoons to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Solomon Is. , north to 
Philippines. 

RUBY CARDINAlFISH Apogon crassiceps 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Reddish, translucent; may display diffuse dusky mid-lateral 
stripe. Solitary and cryptic; rarely in open except at night. 
Coastal and offshore reefs in 1 • 20 m. 
Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula to French Polynesia and east to 
Easter l. - S. Japan to Australia. 

Cardinalfishes 

TAlBOT'S CARDINAlFISH Apogon tal.boti 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 irL) Cardinalfishes · Apogorudae 
ID: Bright red with dusky brownish scale margins and no 
distinctive markings. Solitary and cryptic. Inside deep caves 
and crevices of seaward reef slopes and dropoffs in 8-35 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and Solomon Is., 
north to S.W. Japan. 

OBLIQUEBANDED CARDINAlFISH Apogon semiomatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '" irL) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pinkish, translucent; broad reddJSh to dark brown and 
whitish bicolor band from eye to anus, broad brownish stripe 
on rear body. Solitary and cryptic. Inside caves and recesses of 
coastal reefs and seaward slopes in 3-30m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to N. Australia, 
north to S. Japan . 

. Xtl~ 

SEVENSTRIPE CARDINAlFISH Apogon novemfasCJatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• in.) Cardmalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Alternating dark and light stripes; dark mid-lateral stripe 
extends onto tail and dark stripes immediately above and 
below diagonal extends onto tail. Form small groups. Reef 
flats and lagoons to 4 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling fs. to Samoa and Line Is. 
in eastern Central Pacific. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Cardinalfishes 

SPLIT-BANDED CARDINALFISH Apogon compressus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Cardinalf1shes - Apogonidae 
ID: PlnJosh With reddish brown stnpes and blue eye, short stripe 
from upper eye to above pectoral lin. Form aggregauons 
Shelter Wlthm branclung corals or tns1de creVIces of protected 
lagoon and seaward reefs to 10 m 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Perunsula to Solomon Is.- sw. Japan 
to E. Australia 

ILACKSTRIPE CARDINALFISH Apogon mgrofasctaws 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) Cardtnalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Alternatmg black and yeUow stnpes, dark mid-lateral 
smpe does not extend onto tall. Solitary or 10 paus. Under 
ledges or mside caves of lagoon and seaward reefs and along 
steep dropoffs 10 3-50 m. 
lndo·Pacific: Red Sea to Tuamotu and Rapa Is. in French 
Polynesia. • S. W. Japan to E. Australia 

STRIPED CARDINALFISH Apogon angustacus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/o in.) Cardtnallishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Wlute with 5 dark brown stripes: dark mid-lateral stripe 
enlarges into black spot on tail base. Solitary or form smaU 
groups. lns1de caves and crevices of clear water seaward 
reefs m 5·65 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Lme and Garnb1er Is. 
m eastern Central Pacific. • TaJwan to Australia 
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Split-banded Cardinalfish • Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2m.) 
ID: Wlute With 4 black stnpes. yellow t.aJ! base With centered 
black spot. Form groups. Effec{IJVe murucs of cardmalf1shes 
belongrng to the genus Cheliodlvwus 

Blodtstripe Caramolfish • Variation 
ID: Alternatmg black and wlute stnpes. GeneraUy as coaunon 
as yellow-striped vanauon, but the two vanauons usually 
not together. 

REEF-FLAT CARDINALFISH Apogon taeroophoms 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Cardinallishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Alternating dark and light stnpes; dark mid-lateral stripe 
does not extend onto tail. Habitat useful in distinguishing 
from Blackstripe Cardinalfish Iabove!. Shallow reef flats, 
usuaUy in surge areas to 3 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Maunuus to Lllle and Pitcairn Is. east of French 
Polynesl8. • S.W. Japan to S E Australia 



SHORTSTRIPE CARDINALFISH Apogon cooki 1 

SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Cardinalfishes -Apogonidae 
ID: Altemanng dark and white stnpes; dark mid-lateral 
stripe enlarges in black spot on tail base. shon stripe from 
upper eye to mid-body. Solitary or form small groups. Shallow 
inshore reefs and protected lagoons to 10 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to E. AUStralia, north toS.W. Japan. 

SIXSTRIPE <ARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '" in.) 

Apogon endekataenia 
Cardinalfishes - Apogonidae 

ID: Whitish; 6 red-brown stripes with incomplete stripes or 
rows of spots between, large black spot on tail base. Form 
small to large aggregations. Sheltered inshore reefs, often in 
silty areas, to 15m. 
Asian Pacific: Singapore, Malaysian Peninsula and E. Indonesia 

MANYLINED CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Apogon mu/tilineatus 
CardinalfiShes - Apogonidae 

ID: Brown head with white stripes. whitish body with 
numerous narrow dark brown stripes: may have faint dark 
spot on tail base. Solitary or form small groups. Around large 
coral heads of coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-25m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Solomon Is., north to 
Philippines. 

Cardinalfishes 

COPPER STRIPED <ARDINALFISH Apogon !JO!otaema 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pinkish: 6 copper-brown stripes, mid-lateral stripe extends 
onto tail, short stripe from upper eye to mid-body; row of 
pearly spots on lower head and belly. Form aggregations. 
Coastal reefs and silty areas in 15-35 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Gulf of Tomini, Sulawesi 
in Indonesia. 

NARROWSTRIPE CARDINALFISH Apogon doederlemi 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonidae 
ID: Whitish with 4 narrow black stripes: pupil-sized black spot 
on mid-tail base. In pairs or small groups. Sheltered coastal 
reefs and kelp beds in 3-30 m. 
Localized: S. Japan between Chiba and Nagasaki. 

Manylined (ardinalfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: White with alternating wide and narrow dark stripes; 
black spot on mid-tail base. Solitary or form small groups. 
Shelter at night under ledges or inside crevices; feed over 
adjacent sand patches. 
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Cardinalfishes 

YEUOWUNED CARDINALJISH Apogon chrysotaema 
SIZE: tO 10 em (4 10.) Cardinalfishes · Apogomdae 
ID: Ptnk1sh yellow w1th mdistmct bronze smpes; pan of 
slivery streaks through eye, blue stripe across lower cheek; 
very tall 2nd dorsal fuJ. Solitary. Reef fiats. lagoons and outer 
slopes to 10m 

Asian Pacific: N. W. Australia. Komodo L 10 Indones~atO Papua 
NewGu10ea 

WASSINK! CARDINALfiSH Apogon wassmkl 
SIZE: to 7 ern (2 'I• m.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Dusky yellow orange; 5 silver-gray stnpes, lower stripe 
extends from head onto lower body. Solitary, in pa!IS or small 
groups . Coastal reefs m 2·15 m. often m silty conditions. 
Asian Pacific: N.W Australia, Indonesia and Ph!hpp10es. 

YEUOWSTRIPED WOINALfiSH Apogon cyanosoma 
SIZE: tO 8 em (3 10.) Cardmalfishes · Apogorudae 
ID: Blwsh sliver to mauve tO pinkish white; 6 orange-yellow 
stripes (stripe behind eye short). Solitary, tn pa1rs or 
aggregations. Around coral heads of sheltered coastal and 
lagoon reefs and seagrass beds to 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali and Komodo Is. m Indonesia to Great 
Barrier Reef and Coral Sea, north to S.W. Japan. 
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Y ellowined Cardinaffish • Juvende 
SIZE: to 5 em (2m.) 
ID: Well defined brown stnpes of vanable Width, parr of 
pearl-white stnpes from snou~ through eye, blue stripe on 
lower cheek, and darkish spot at nud·trul base 

CORAL CARDINALfiSH Apogon properupca 
SIZE: tO 7.5 em (3m.) Cardinalf1shes · Apogomdae 
ID: Yellow orange; 5 narrow pale gray stripes, lower stripe 
only on head. In pairs. Sheltered rocky areas and coral reefs 
to 14 m, often in silty conditions. 
Indo · Asian Pacific: Maldives tO Indoneslll. Papua New Gwnea 
and E. Ausualia. 

CAVffi WDINALJISH Apogon cavlCiellSlS 
SIZE: tO 8 em (3 in.) Cardlnalfi.shes · Apogorudae 
ID: Pmkish; bronze mid-lateral suipe with silvery white 
margins and narrow yellow stope on back. small dark spot 
on front Dllddle of tall. Solitary or form small groups. Silty 
coastal reefs to 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: J ava and W. Australia to N.E. Queensland, 
north to Philippines. 



RINGTAILED CARDINALFISH Apogon aureus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) CardinalfJShes · Apogonidae 
ID: Yellow-orange gradating to pale upper back and tail base; 
pair of blue stripes through eye, black bar on tail base narrows 
in middle. Fonn aggregatioTJS. Sheltered coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Tonga.· S.W. Japan to E. 
Australia. 

KOMODO CARDINALFISH Apogon komodoenSJs 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Golden yellow gradatmg to ooppery brown on back and 
rear body; pair of blue-whtte stnpes through eye, red streak 
on upper gill-cover margin. Form groups. Sheltered reefs 
with rich ooral in 5·12 m. 
Localized: Komodo Is. in Indonesia. 

YEllOW CARDINALFISH Apogon Juteus 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Yellow-orange With 1·2 somewhat indisti.nct dusky 
stripes on back; pair of silver-blue stripes through eye. Form 
aggregations. Hide under ledges, inside holes or among sea 
urchin spines in sheltered lagoon and seaward reefs in 1-50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Palau to Marshall Is. in Micronesia. north to 
Bonin Is. in S. Japan. 

Cardinalfishes 

FLOWER CARDINALFISH Apogon Oeurieu 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Yellow-orange gradating to pale upper back and tail 
base; pair of blue stripes through eye, black bar on tail base 
maintains uniform width. Form aggregations. Sheltered 
ooastal. lagoon and outer reefs to 30m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Solomon Is, north 
to Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

GOLDBEllY CARDINALFISH Apogon apogomdes 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Carclinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Mauve back gradating to yellow-orange below; scattered 
blue spots on side. Form aggregattons. Shelter among 
branching oorals of ooastal reefs and outer slopes m 3 ·40 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Great Barrier Reef and Coral 
Sea, north to Izu Is. in S. Japan. 

FROSTFIN CARDINALFISH Apogon boevenn 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pale yellowish brown head and mauve body; white-edged 
1st dorsal fin, small white spot below base oflast dorsal ray. 
Form groups. Shelter near corals, weeds and sea urchins of 
sheltered reef slopes to 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan and Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia 
to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Cardinalfishes 

SPOTGill CARDIHALFISH Apogon chrysopomus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/ m.) cardmalfishes • Apogomdae 
ID: Pale yellow: pa1r of brown stnpes on upper s1de, small 
dark spor on rrud·tall base. yellow spots on lower gill oover. 
Form aggregauons Often shelter among branching oorals of 
protected reefs m 2·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java and Kahmantan (Borneo) m Indonesia to 
Solomon Is . nonh to Ptu!Jppmes. 

ORAHGESPOT CARDINALFISH Apogon mbnmacula 
SIZE: to 8 em (3m.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Bluish silver to mauve to pinkish white; 5·6 orange-yellow 
stripes (strlpe behind upper eye short); orange spot on rrud·t.ail 
base displayed at rught. Form groups. Clear water lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 33 m 
West Pacific: Papua New Gwnea. Solomon Is., Vanuatu and 
New caledorua. 

MOlUCCAN CARDINALFISH Apogon molucce!IS1S 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 •t. Ul.) Cardmalfishes • Apogomdae 
ID: Reddish brown; pau of pearl-white suipes through eye 
and white stripes on upper head, often narrow white to brown 
bars on lower Side. SOlitary. Sheltered reefs in 1·25 m. 
West Pacific: Sumatra mlndonesia to Papua New Guinea and 
Solomon Is., nonh to Philippines. 
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BARGIU CARDINALFISH Apogon seale 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 ·/ m.) Cardmalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Pale yellow. pau of thm brown stripes on upper side. small 
dark spot on mJd·taJI base, 2 short orange bars in bluish 
white patch on gill oover. Form aggregations; shelter among 
branches of Acropora oorals Protected reefs m 2·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Ptu!Jppmes and T~mor Sea reefs off 
N.W. Australia. 

RIFLE CARDINALFISH Apogon klens1s 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/, in.) Cardinalflshes • Apogonidae 
ID: Slivery white; pa1r or narrow dark stripes and adjacent 
wlute stripes on upper body. the mld·lateral stripe extends 
onto tail. Solitary or form small groups. Sandy slopes of 
coastal reefs and lagoons in 8 • 39 m. 
Indo·Asian Pacific: E Afnca and Red Sea to Australia and 
Papua New Guinea, nonh to S Japan 

FOURUNED CARDIHALFISH Apogon quadnfasciarus 
SIZE: to tO em (4m.) C3rdmalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Pink to whitish: brown rrud-lateral stnpe darkens and 
extends onto tail and another on back. both bordered by thin 
white lines, wlute spots and marks lower body. Sand/mud 
bottoms, sometimes far from reefs m8·80 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa toN. Australia, 
north to Indonesia and Philippines. 



SIMILAR <ARDINALFISH Apogon sp 
SJZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Brown with 7 · 8 thin pale bars; wedge-shaped dark mark 
below eye, whitish tail base with dark bar. Form aggregations 
among branching corals of protected coastal reefs and 
lagoons in 1·15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Komodo l. in lndones1a and Papua New Guinea. 
north to S. Japan. 

BANDA <ARDINALFISH Apogon bandanellSlS 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Cardinaifishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Brown with 3 • 4 narrow indistinct bars, wedge-shaped 
dark mark below eye, whitish tail base with dark bar. Solitary 
or form small groups. Shelter among branching corals of 
protected reefs to 12 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Caroline Is. in 
Micronesia and Samoa.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

SAMOAN <ARDINALFISH Apogon fuscus 
SJZE: to 10 em (4 in) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Brown, darker on back, usually with coppery or silvery 
reflections; wedge-shaped bar below eye, dark saddle on 
upper tail base. Form aggregations. Often shelter within 
stag hom corals of protected seaward slopes to 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea to Line Is. and Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to E. Aust.ralia 

Cardinalfishes 

Similar Cardinalfish • Variation 
ID: Fins with yellow margins. 

HOOK FIN <ARDINALFISH Apogon gnfflru 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/• in.) Cardinaifishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Golden brown head, pinkish to purpbsh mid-body with 
dark scale margins and pale tail base, orange to yellowish 
fins; first rays of 2nd dorsal fin elongate. Around rock and 
weed areas with scattered coral to 10m. 
Localized: Philippines and N. Borneo. 

GUAM <ARDINALFISH Apogon guamenSJS 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Cardinalfisbes • Apogonidae 
ID: Pale brown; narrow dark band below eye, may display 
dark bar on tail base. Solitary or in pairs; cryptic, ventures in 
the open at night. Reef flats and shallow lagoons to 3 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Samoa. · S.W. Japan 
to Aust.ralia. 
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Cardinalfishes 

HARROWSTRIPE CARDIHALFISH Apogon exostigma 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '1• in.) Cardinalfish.es- Apogonidae 
ID: Pinkish; tapering solid mid-lateral stripe, dark spot centered 
above ffild-tail base. Lack yellow leading edge on first dorsal 
fin like Iridescent Cardinalfish )next]. Solitary or groups. Near 
coral heads and ledges of lagoon and seaward reefs in 3 · 20 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea to Line Is. and French Polynesta. 
·Australia to S.W. Japan. 

Harrowstripe Cardinollish • Hight Phose 
ID: Faint mid-lateral stnpe bordered below wtth iridescent 
pale stripe, famt spot centered above mid-tail base, and 
indescent yellow first dorsal fin. Feed at night over open sand 
bottoms next to reefs. 

UHESPOT CARDIHALfiSH Apogon /ineomaculattts 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '" in.) Cardinalfishes -Apogonidae 
ID: Pinkish sliver; thin dark stripe from eye to black spot on tail 
base with pearly white leading edge, black tip on 1st dorsal fin. 
Solitary or form small groups in crevices: ventures over open 
sand at night. Seaward slopes in 8-32 m. 
Localized: Between Bali and Flores in Indonesia. 
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Narrowstripe Cardinolfish • Variation 
ID: Same as "normal" pattern, except lack spot on tail base 
or spot is very faint. Formerly believed to be separate species, 
A. abrogramma. 

IRIDESCENT CARDIHALFISH Apogon kallopterus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pale pinkish brown: dark mid-lateral stripe of uniform 
width, black spot centered above mid· tail base, yellow leading 
edge on first dorsal fin. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoon 
and seaward reefs in 3-45m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn L 
east of French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia. 

WHITESPOT CARDIHALFISH Apogon dispar 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pinkish silver, translucent; thin reddish brown mid-lateral 
stripe, brown spot on mid-tail base witb white spot above. 
Form aggregations. Shelter inside black coral thickets on 
steep outer reef slopes in 15-50 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Fiji, north to 
Yaeyarna Is. in S.W. Japan. 



SPURCHEEK CARDINALFISH Apogon fraenatus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'l• m.) Cardmalfishes · Apongonidae 
ID: Pinkish silver; tapering solid mid-lateral stripe, dark spot 
centered on tail base. SOlitary or form groups. Near base of ooral 
heads or under ledges oflagoon and seaward reefs in 3-25m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Lme Is. and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

MANGROVE CARDINALFISH Apogon ceramensis 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardinalfishes -Apogonidae 
ID: Semitransparent with silver to gold sheen; black spot on mid· 
tail base. Form aggregations in mangroves to 3 m. DlStinguished 
from silrular Coastal Cardinalfish jnext] by habitat. Form 
aggregations. Mangroves and sheltered bays to 3 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java and Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia to 
Papua New Guinea, north to Philippines. 

AMBON CARDINALFISH Apogon amboinenSIS 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Light brown; dark mid-lateral stope and thin dark stripe 
following lateral line, dark leading edge on first dorsal fin, 
black spot on tail base. Rarely on reefs, usually in fresh or 
brackish water of river mouths to 3 m. 
Asian Pacific: Singapore to Papua New Guinea. 

Cardinalfishes 

GORGONIAN CARDINALFISH Apogon cladophilus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Whitish to translucent; tapering dark brown often 
fragmented mid-lateral stripe, large black spot on tail base. 
Form groups. Shelter among urchin spines, black ooral and 
gorgonian branches of protected reefs in 20-35 m. 
West Pacific: Flores L mlndonesia to Great Barrier Reef and 
New Caledonia. 

COASTAL CARDINALFISH Apogon Jateralis 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Semitransparent with silvery reflections; narrow dark 
mid-lateral stripe, small spot on mid·tail base. Form 
aggregations. Coastal reefs to 15m. Distinguished from 
similar Mangrove Cardinalfish jprevious] by reef habitat. 
Form aggregations. Coastal reefs to 15 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa, north to Taiwan. 
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BANDSPOT CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) 

Apogon selas 
Cardinalfishes -Apogonidae 

ID: Mauve-back; brown mid-lateral stripe with yellowish 
borders and dusky to reddish belly with speckles, large black 
spot on tail base. Form small groups. Inside or near caves 
and crevices of sheltered ooastal reefs in 3·45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to Papua New Guinea, north 
to Philippines and S. Japan. 
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Cardinalfishes 

lARVAL CARDINALfiSH Apogon neotes 
SIZE: 1.0 3 em (1 '/ • in.) Cardlnallishes • Apogomdae 
ID: Silvery mauve, translucent; black stripe intermittenlly 
bordered WJth yellow or sliver runs from above eye to black 
spot on mld-tatl base. Form aggregations. Shelter Ill soft oorals 
and sea fans of ooastal, lagoon and seaward reefs Ill 15 • 25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Flores I m lndonesta to Papua New Guinea. 
nonh 1.0 PbJ!Jppmes 

REDSPOT CARDINALFISH Apogon paJVU]us 
SIZE: 1.0 8 em (3 m.) Cardinatnshes • Apogonidae 
ID: Stlvery, translucent; thin dark mid-lateral stnpe often 
bordered wtth silvery or golden streaks, bright red spot on 
mld·tall base. Commonly form large nud-water aggregaoons. 
Coastal and lagoon reefs m 2 • 12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) to !nan Jaya m E. Indonesta. 
nonh to s. Japan. 

FAINTBANDED CARDINALFISH Apogon franssedai 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3m.) Cardinalftshes • Apogonidae 
ID: Pmlnsh. translucent: 3 dark stripes on head, t.1un brown 
nud·lateral stripe black spot on nud·tall base, may display an 
add!uonal thin stnpe on upper back. Form groups. Inside 
crevtces and caves of seaward reefs in 12·40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldtves to Indonesta and Papua New 
Guinea. 
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TINY CARDINAUISH Apogon nanus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/. lll.) Cardmalftshes • Apogonidae 
ID: Slivery mauve, translucent to golden brown, mid-lateral 
stripe extends onto tall Wllh Jl!lailY whlle stnpe below. Fonn 
nud·water aggregauons Sheltered areas of stlty ooasta1 reefs 
and lagoons m 5 · 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra m Indonesta to Papua New Gumea, 
nonh 1.0 Philippines 

FRAGILE <ARDINALfiSH Apogon fra{JiliS 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 'I• m.) Cardinalftshes • Apogoniclae 
ID: Translucent Wlth slivery rellecuons: scattered blue spots 
and markmgs on head and front of body, small black spot on 
rmd-tall base, often black spot on ops of tall lobes. Solitary 
or m paus. Sheltered reefs 1.0 15 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E Afnca to Samoa and Marshall Is. m 
Micronesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef. 

TAILSPOT <ARDINALFISH Apogon oce/licaudus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/J m.) Cardlnalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Ptnk!sb, translucent: narrow brown, orange or yellow 
rmd·lateral stripe, white-edged black spot on mid-tail base. 
ln p8Jls or small groups. Under ledges or around coral 
outcroppmgs of sheltered ooastal reefs m15·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: R1au Is. m Indonesia 1.0 Papua New Guinea, 
nonh 1.0 Philippmes. 



HARTZFELD'S CARDINALFISH Apogon hartzfeldii 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Purplish brown; pair of silver-white stripes through eye 
and thJn white stripes on upper head and back, black spot on 
mid-tail base. Form small groups. Shelter among sea urchin 
spines on coastal reefs and lagoons to 12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali and Komodo Is. in Indonesia to Papua New 
Guinea, north to Philippines. 

THREISPOT CARDINALfiSH Apogon trimaculatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Pale with darkish scale centers; darkish spot on gill cover 
and 2 more on fore and rear tail base, ragged band below 1st 
and 2nd dorsal fins with saddle between. Solitary or in pairs. 
Lagoons and outer slopes in 3-15m. 
West Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula to Samoa. • S. W. Japan 
to Australia. 

FALSE THREESPOT CARDINALFISH Apogon rhodopterus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Pale with darkish scale centers: spot on rear tail base 
(lack spot on gill cover) ; ragged band below 1st and 2nd 
dorsal fins often with saddle between. Solitary. Crevices of 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 8-25 m. 
West Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and Indonesia to Marshall Is. 
m Micronesia and Solomon Is., north to S. W. Japan. 

Cardinalfishes 

Hortzfeld' s Cordinolfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Brown; pair of white eye stripes continue onto body and 
white stripe on upper head and back, black spot on mid-tail 
base. Shelter among sea urchJn spines or under rocky ledges 
of shallow reef flats in areas of mixed sand, weed and coral. 

Threespot (ordinoHish -Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Whitish to pale gray; markings similar to those of adult, 
but much darker and bars extend farther down side. Solitary. 
Both adults and juveniles feed at night over sand or rubble 
near reefs; lurk inside reef recesses durmg day. 

Folse Threespol Cardinalfish - Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Pale brown; markings similar to adults, but much darker 
and bars extend farther down side. Solitary. Both adults and 
juveniles feed at night over sand or rubble near reefs; lurk 
inside reef recesses during day. 
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Cardinalfishes 

SANG! CARDINALIISH Apogon Lhennabs 
SIZE: 1.0 8 em (3 m.) Card!nalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Brown except pale lower head and beUy; broad black 
Slil)Je through eye, black leadmg edge on first dorsal fin, 3 uny 
black spots along dorsal-fin base. Form aggregations 
Sheltered. sllty coastal reefs to 12m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and Vanuatu, north 
1.0 s.w. Japan. 

HUMPBACKED CARDINAlfiSH Apogon hyalosoma 
SIZE: 1.0 20 em (8 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Whitish 1.0 light plll!nsh brown; black leading edge on lirsl 
dorsal fin, black spot on tall base. Form aggregations. Mangrove 
shores, estuaries and stteam mouths 1.0 3 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra m lndonesta to E. Austraha and 
Solomon Is., north to S. Japan. 

NOfiFOLJ( CARDINALIISH Apogon norfolcensJs 
SIZE: 1.010 em (4 m.) Cardinalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Brown wtth darker scale margins; s!lvery stnpe through 
eye, faint bar on side, black spot on mid·taH base; taU 2nd 
dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and outer reefs 
in 3·25 m. 
Localized: Norfolk!., Lord Howe!. and New Caledoma east 
of Australia. 
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Sangi Cardinallish • JuvenHe 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 ·t in.) 
ID: Brownish, translucent, markmgs sumlar 1.0 those of adults, 
large black spot on mtd·tall base Form small to large 
aggregations. Hover close above coral heads adjacent to 
mangroves or in seagrass habitat. 

YELLOWIYED CARDINALFISH Apogon monosp!lus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardmalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Reddish brown, yellow iris; pair of pearl-white stripes 
through eye and bluish stripe below eye.ln pairs or groups. 
Weedy areas of sheltered coastal reefs 1.0 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) m lndonesm to Philippines, 
Papua New Gumea and N. AUStralia 

GOBBLEGUTS Apogon roeppellJI 
SIZE: 1.0 12 em (5 m.) Cardmalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Light silvery brown to mauve; row of dark spots along 
lateral line and another row on second dorsal fin, narrow 
brown band below eye. Form aggregations. In weedy areas 
of coastal reefs and estuaries 1.0 1 0 m. 
Localized: W. Australia to S. Papua New Guinea. 



GILBERT'S CARDINALJISH Apogon gzlbertJ 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• m.) Cardmalfishes • Apogorudae 
ID: Pale brown to mauve with bluish belly: blue spots on 
bead and front of body, often black marks on tiPS of tall 
lobes. Form large aggregations. Shelter among branchmg 
corals of protected reefs m 2 · 10 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Pbilippines and Timor sea reefs of 
N.W. Australia. 

PEARLY CARDINALFISH Apogon perht!ls 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogomdae 
ID: Light brown with blue and yellow belly: blackish stnpe 
along anal fm base, dusky area and small spot on tail base. 
Form aggregations. Shel ter among branching corals of 
protected reefs in 3·12 m. 
Asian Pacific: Jndones1a, Pbilippines, Palau, Tunor sea reefs 
of N.W. Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

BLACK CARDINALJISH Apogon me/as 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Cardmalfishes • Apogonldae 
ID: Dark brown; tall rounded dorsal and anal fins and broad 
rounded taJ!Iobes; black ocellated spot on base of second 
dorsal fin. Sollwy. Sheltered coastal reefs and bays to 15 m 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Cocos·Keeling Is. and N.W. Australia. 
• S.W. Japan to Palau and Papua New Guinea. 

Cardinalfishes 

THREADFIN CARDINALJISH Apogon /ept.acanthus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'h in.) Cardmalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Whitish, translucent wtth frosty Iridescence on back, 
blue ltlS; yellow-edged blue bands and bars on rear bead 
and front of body; long first dorsal-fin tip. Form groups. 
Shelter among bran clung corals of protected reefs m 2-12 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and EastAfnca to Samoa. · S.W. 
Japan to New Caledoma 

Pearly Corclinalfish • Variation 
ID: Pale gray, translucent: small black spot on mid·tail base. 
Localized: N.W. Sumatra utlndonesta. 

OOLLATED CARDINALJISH Apogomchthys cx::eDat!IS 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (l 'h m.) Cardmalfisbes • Apogonldae 
ID: Dark brown; 3 dark brown bands radiate from rear eye, 
large ooellated black spot on first dorsal fin. Solitary and 
ayptic. Exposed reef flats and sheltered lagoons to 3 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas and Rapa Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 
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Cardinalfishes 

TIMOR CARDINALFISH Apogon timorens1s 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) CardinalfiShes- Apogonidae 
ID: Shades of brown, fins yelloWISh; shon pale band behind 
eye with dark borders, usually dark brown bar extends 
below 1st dorsal fln and another below 2nd dorsal fm. 
Solitary. Shallow reef flats and sea grass beds to 12m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red sea and East Afnca toN. Australia 
and Great Barrier Reef, nonh to Japan. 

TWINSPOT CARDINAlfiSH Archanua b1gu1tata 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '" m.) CardinalfiShes - Apogonidae 
ID: Mauve to ptnkiSh brown wtth narrow orange bars; black 
spot above upper edge of gill cover and on mid-tail base; 
black bar under eye. Form aggregatJOTIS. Shelter inside caves 
and creVIces of protected coastal reefs and lagooriS in 3-18 m. 
West Pacific: Sumatta in Indonesia to Samoa, north to S.W. Japan. 

NARROWUNED CARDINALFISH Archamia fucara 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonldae 
ID: Mauve undercolor with orange head; numerous narrow 
orange bars, pair of blue stnpes through eye, black spot on 
tall base. Form aggregatioriS. lns1de caves or above branching 
corals of coastal and lagoon reefs in 2 • 60 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red sea and East Afnca to Samoa · S.W. 
Japan to New Caledonia. 
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ONESPOT CARDINALFISH Apogon uninotatus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonldae 
ID: Pale pinkish brown: famt spoke-like marks rad1ate from 
rear balf of eye, large dark brown spot on mid-body. Solitary 
Dead reefs and mangrove fnnged estuanes and brackish 
lakes to 10m. 
Localized: Philippines 

BlACKSPOT CARDINAlfiSH Archanua melasma 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h m.) Cardinalfishes- Apogomdae 
ID: Mauve to pinlnsh wtth narrow orange bars; black spot 
above upper edge of gill cover with diffuse bar below, 
dusky bar under eye. Form small aggregations. Shelter 
among branching corals of protected coastal reefs in 2·12 m. 
often in silty areas. 
Localized: N.W. Australia and S. Papua New Guinea 

DUSKYTAIUD CARDINAlfiSH Archamia macroptera 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) CardinalfJShes- Apogorudae 
ID: Pale gray with numerous close-set narrow orange bars: 
blackish tail base. Form dense aggregations. Hover above 
beds of Porites or other branching corals of sheltered coastal 
reefs and lagooriS m 2-20m 
West Pacific: Sumatta m Indonesia to Samoa. north ro S.W Japan. 



GIRDLED CARDINALFISH Arcblli11Ja zosterophora 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Pale gray; pair of narrow reddish bars on gill cover, 
broad dark-brown bar on mid-side, small black spot on mid-tail 
base. Form aggregations. Shelter among branching corals of 
protected bays and lagoons in 2·15 m. 
West Pacific: Java Sea and Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia 
to New Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

YELLOWMOUTH CARDINALFISH Archamia goni 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonidae 
ID: Whitish with silvery reflections, translucent, yeUowish 
snout; black spot on mid-tail base. Form aggregations. 
Hover above rocky outcroppings of coastal reefs in 10-30 m, 
typically in silty areas. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra to F1ores in Indonesia, north to Taiwan. 

SOLITARY CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/, in.) 

Cercamia eremia 
Cardinaltishes -Apogonidae 

ID: Slender; whitish, translucent with silvery reflections; 
pinkish brown gill cover. Solitary. During day shelter 
inside deep caves and crevices or clear water seaward reefs 
in 2·40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Palau and Great Barrier Reef. 

Cardinalfishes 

Girdled CardinaHish · Variation 
ID: Pale gray; pair of narrow reddish bars on gill cover and 
hint of broad mid-body bar formed by pepper-like dark spots, 
small black spot on mid-tail base. 

BELTED CARDINALFISH Acl1amia lem 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardinalfishes - Apogonidae 
ID: Mauve to brown to olive often with heavy yellowish tan 
speckling; 3 to 5 bars, the widest and most distinct below 
2nd dorsal fin, pair of white stripes from snout through eye. 
Solitary. Shallow coastal and lagoon reefs to 15m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea to New Caledonia. 

ALLEN'S CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus allem 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinaltishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Silvery gray with 8 red to brown stripes; black upper half 
of first dorsal fin. Solitary. Hover inside entrances of caves 
and under ledges of seaward reef slopes in 10·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia to Papua 
New Guinea, north to Philippines. 
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Cardinalfishes 

TIGER CARDINALfiSH Cbeilodipterus macrodon 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pale undercolor with 8 red-brown stripes; whitish tail base 
with dark to dusky bar: large prominent pointed teeth. 
SOlitary; male shown mouth brooding eggs. Hover inside caves 
and under ledges of coastal, lagoon and outer reels to 40 m. 
l.ndo-Pacific: Red Sea to Pitcairn I. east of French Polynesia. -
S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reel and Lord Howe I. 

ftger Cardinallish - Small Juvenile 
SIZE: to4 em (1 '12 in.) 
ID: Yellow head gradating to whitish translucent rear body; 
4 black stripes and large black spot covers entire tail base. 

WOLf CARDINALfiSH Cheilodipterus artus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinalfishes - Apogonidae 
ID: Pale undercolor with about 8 reddish brown stripes: 
black tail base. Form loose aggregations. Hover inside 
caves or just above coral branches of sheltered bays and 
lagoons in 3-25m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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ftger Cardinallish - Sub-adult 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '12 in.) 
ID: Pale undercolor with 8 alternating pale red-brown and 
dark brown s tripes, frequently \Yellow wash on head; white 
tail base surrounds faint black spot. Large Juvenile- Red-brown 
stripes are narrow, pale and not well defined, become wider 
darker and better defined with maturity. 

INTERMEDIATE CARDINALfiSH Cbeilodipterus intermedius 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Cardinalfishes - Apogonidae 
ID: Slender: pale undercolor with 8 stripes; w hite tail base 
with no hint of a bar. SOlitary or form small groups. Sheltered 
coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 2·15 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. China Sea and S.W. Japan to Coral Sea and 
Solomon Is. 

Wolf (ardinallish - Phase 
ID: Whltish to bluish undercolor with about 8 reddish brown 
stripes; black spot on yellow tail base. Adults capable of 
quick change from black tail base phase to yellow tail base 
variation. Young similar to yellow tail base variation but with 
larger black spot. 



FIVELINED CARDINAlfiSH Cheilodipterus qwnquelineatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Light gray to whitish with 5 b lack stripes; yellow tail 
base with black spot in line with mid-lateral stripe; Jack 
canine teeth at front of lower jaw. Form aggregations. 
Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Rapa I. in French 
Polynesia. • S. Japan to E. Australia. 

TOOTHY CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus isostigmus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 irt) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Light gray to whitish with 5 black stripes ; yellow tail base 
with blac.k spot slightly above line of mid-lateral stripe; 
canine teeth at front of lower jaw. Form groups. Hover among 
branching oorals of sheltered reefs in 4 ·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. China Sea, Philippines, Marshall Is . in 
Micronesia to Vanuatu. 

MIMIC CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus parazonatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 ' /• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Light gray to whitish with white-edged black stripe from 
snout to tail base. Solitary or in pairs ; swim with quick darting 
motion mimicking Blackstripe Fangbleru1y. Coastal reefs and 
sheltered lagoons in 2·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea. Solomon Is . and Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Cardinalfishes 

SINGAPORE CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus singapUiensis 
SIZE: to 17.5 em (7 irt) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pale undercolor with 5 dark stripes w ith diffuse edges; 
small black spot at mid· tail base, small white spot below last 
dorsal tin ray. Solitary; nocturnal feeder. Sheltered coastal 
and lagoon reefs in 2 ·1 0 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Philippines. Papua New 
Guinea and Marsball Is. in Micronesia. 

BLACKSTRIPED CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus nigrotaeniatus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Yellow head and white body with 4 black stripes; often 
broken lines or black spots on tail base. Solitary or in pairs; 
swim with quick daning motion mimicking St riped 
Fangblenny. Sheltered reefs in 2·25 m. 
Localized: Philippines and Sulu Sea. 

YELLOWBELLY CARDINALFISH Cheilodipterus zonatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Gray back and yellow belly; white stripe above black mid· 
lateral stripe snout to tail. Solitary or in pairs; swim with quick 
darting motion mimicking Twin Fangbleruw. Coastal reefs and 
sheltered lagoons in 2 · 25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula. Philippines and Solomon Is. 
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Cardinalfishes 

VARIEGATlD CARDINALFISH Fowleria variegata 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogoniclae 
ID: Variegated shades of brown; wide pale bands radiate from 
rear eye, may display faint dark bars on side, dark ocellated 
spot on gill cover. Solitary or form small groups. Seagrass 
beds, mangroves and coastal reefs to 27 m. 
Indo · West Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Mariana Is. in 
Micronesia and Samoa. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

BARRED CARDINALFISH Fowleria marmorata 
SIZE: to4.5 em (1 ''• in.) Cardma!flshes · Apogonidae 
ID: Pale reddish brown with about 5·8 dusky reddish brown 
bars on side; thin dark bands radiate from rear eye, large 
ocellated black spot on gill cover. Solitary and cryptic. Hide in 
crevices and corals of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Line Is. and Marquesas 
Is. in French Polynesia · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

wt£DY CARDINALFISH Foafo 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/J in.) Cardma!flshes · Apogonidae 
ID: Brown with numerous white blotches: whitish irregular 
area on leading edge of dorsal and ventral fins. Solitary or 
form small groups. Seagrass beds, weed, sand and rubble 
areas to 15m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maldives to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
• S. Japan to Australia. 
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SPOTL£55 CARDINALFISH Fowleria vaiulae 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogonidae 
ID: Variegated shades of brown; often display alternating dark 
and light bars, alternating ligh' and dark bands radiate from 
rear eye, no gill cover spot. Solitary. Sheltered coastal reefs 
and lagoons in 3 ·15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Marshall Is. in Micronesia and Society 
Is. in French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

HYAUNE CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Foa Iwalina 
Cardina!flshes · Apogonidae 

ID: Pinkish to mauve; red-brown bands radiate from eye, 
several red-brown bars of irregular width on front of body. 
Solitary. Shelter among Sinularia leather corals of coastal and 
lagoon reefs in 2 ·15 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Philippines, Palau and Papua 
New Guinea. 

EIGHTSPINE CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Neamia octospina 
Cardinalfishes . Apogonidae 

ID: Whitish to pinkish or beige, translucent; 3 short brown 
bands radiating from rear eye. Solitary and cryptic. Hide 
deep inside crevices of sheltered reefs in 3 · 5 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and East Africa to Palau and Papua 
New Guinea · Philippines to Australia 



PINSTRIPE CARDINAlfiSH PseudamJa hayashn 
SIZE: to 7.5 (3 Ill.) Cardinalfishes - Apogorudae 
ID: Slender body,long tail base, rounded tail; reddish brown 
with pmstnpes formed by rows of tiny dark spots. Solllary 
and nocturnal Coast.al. lagoon and outer reefs m 2-64 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Gulf of Aden lO Vanuatll and samoa-S Japan 
to N. Australia 

PADDLEFIN CARDINALFISH PseudamJa zonata 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/t in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogorudae 
ID: Slender body, long tail base, large fan-shaped tail, 2nd 
dorsal and anal fins; patr of broad black bars on side and 
narrower bar on tail base. Solitary. Lurk inside caves and 
crevtces of seaward reef slopes in 10-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Ballm lndonesta to Solomon Is. and Vanuatu, 
north to s.w Japan. 

SLENDER CARDINAlfiSH RhabdamJa graCJhs 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I m.) Cardinalfishes- Apogorudae 
ID: TratlSiucent body With sliver sheen on head and beUy; 
usuaUy display smaU black spot on lower tail base and ups of 
tail lobes. Form aggregations. Sheltered coastal. lagoon and 
outer reefs m2-15 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to MarshaU Is. m Micronesia and 
FtJi. - S. Japan to Australia. 

Cardinalfishes 

GElATINOUS CARDINALFISH PseudaJTIJa gelatmosa 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Cardmalfishes - Apogorudae 
ID: Very slender body,long tail base and large rounded tail; 
shades of mauve to pmk With stnpes formed by rows of smaU 
dark spots; dusky spot on tall base. Solitary and nocturnal 
Lagoons and sheltered coastal reefs m I -40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and East Afnca to Lme Is. and Rapa I. 
in French Polynesia. - S Japan to Australia 

BLACK-NOSED CA.RDINALFISH Rhabdmma cypselurus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Cardinalfishes -Apogonidae 
ID: TratlSlucent body wtth yellowish sheen on head and belly; 
black spot or short stripe on snout, darkish margins on tail. 
Form aggregations. Hover above coral patches and mstde 
caves of sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons m2 -15 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and Arabtan Gull lO MarshaU Is 
m Micronesia- S.W Japan to Australia 

GlASSY CARDINAlfiSH RhabdamJa spllota 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 f, IlL) Cardmalfishes - Apogorudae 
ID: Translucent body With sliver sheen on head and beUy; 
small dark spot above pecroral fln base: 1-2 famt browrush 
smpes on side or front of body. Form smaU groups. Seaward 
reefs in 17-45 m. 
Localized: Indonesia from Bali to Flores. north to Sulawesi. 
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Cardinalfishes - Glassfishes 

SAILfiN CARDINALFISH Pterapogon mirifica 
SIZE: to 14 em (5'/• in.) CardinalfJShes · Apogonidae 
ID: Dark gray to blackish with whtte tall, pale gray head; 
saddles displayed orlly at night: enlarged 2nd dorsal and 
ventral fins. SOlitary. Hide under ledges or large rocks m 
weedy areas of coastal reefs m 2 ·12 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 

PAJAMA CARDINALFISH 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 UL) 

Sphaerarma nematop!era 
Cardmalfishes · Apogorudae 

ID: White With yeUow wash on head. red iris; dark nud-body 
bar and purple spots on rear body; elongate 2nd dorsaJ.fm 
up. Form aggregations. Shelter among branching coral 
tluckets of protected bays and lagoons in 1-14 m. 
West Pacific: Java in Indonesia to Palau and Pohnpe1 in 
Micronesia and Fiji.· S.W. Japan tO Great Barner Reef. 

ORBICUlAR CARDINALFISH Sphaerarma orbiet!lans 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 'h in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonidae 
ID: Pale gray with silvery reflections: narrow dark mid-body 
bar and variable-sized dark spots on rear body. Form 
aggregauons. Around mangroves. debns and under wharves 
of sheltered bays and shoreline reefs to 3 m. 
Indo· Pacific: ll Africa to Klnbau m Central Paafic. • S.W. Japan 
to New Caledonia 
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BANGGAI CARDINALFISH Pterapogon kauderni 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2'/• in.) Cardinalfishes- Apogorudae 
ID: White to cream with wlute spotting; 3 wlute-edged black 
bars through eye, I st dorsal to. venual fin and 2nd dorsal to 
anal fm: black tall lobes bordered with white spots. Form 
aggregauons. Shelter among urchm spines or anemones in 
protected rubble areas to 16 m. 
Localized: Banggai Is. and Lembeh Strait, SU!awes1, LndoneSJa 

Pajama Cardinalfish • Night Phose 
ID: At rught the purple spots on rear body are not diSplayed 
prommently. 

CORAL CARDINALFISH Sipharma coralhcola 
SIZE: to 3.8 em (1'/: m.) Cardinalfishes- Apogonidae 
ID: Silvery underoolor with large red-brown blotChes: hint of 
large darkish spot on tail base. Form loose aggregations. 
Commorlly shelter among thm branched coral colonies, 
Seriatopora hysrrix. Lagoons and coastal inlets in 6 · 22 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Kalimantan (Borneo) and Sabah to Papua 
NewGumea. 



TUBED SIPHONFISH SJphamJa tub1fer 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/ m.) Cardinalfishes · Apogorudae 
ID: Allema~ silver·wlute and blackish smpes. twO upper black 
stnpes about equal Width of wlute, lower black stripe IUUlOW. 
Fonn groups. Shelter among Dladema and Astbenosoma urclun 
spmes on sheltered reefs m 1· 20 m 
Asian Pacific: Reliably known only from lndones1a and 
Papua New Guinea. 

URCHIN SIPHON FISH SipbamJa verSICOlOr 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/• in.) Cardinaillshes · Apogonidae 
ID: Silver-white with 3 narrow black stripes, transparent 
fms: can rapidly change to black. Form groups. Shelter among 
Diadema and Astbenosoma urchin spines on sheltered reefs 
to 18m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Gulf of Oman to Indon9Sia and Plubppmes, 
north to S. Japan 

ELONGATE SIPHON FISH SJpbamJa elongaca 
SIZE: to 3.8 em (1 '/ in.) Cardinalfishes · Apogorudae 
ID: SJ!very undercolor with large red-brown blotches: lunt of 
large darkish spot on tall base; more elongate than s1mllar 
Coral Cardinalf1sh (opposite). Fonn aggregations. Sheltered 
lagoon and coastal reefs in 5 · 25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali and Kalimantan (Borneo), north to Plubppmes. 

Cardinalfishes 

Tubed Siphonfish • Dark Phase 
ID: can rapidly change !rom stnped phase to dark brown to 
black with transparent fins; small white dot at rear of each 
dorsal fin. 

DUSKYLINED SIPHONFISH Siphamia fuscolilleata 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 ' h in.) Cardinalfishes • Apogonidae 
ID: Alternating dark and silver-white stripes of equal width, 
transparent fins; can rapidly change to black. Form groups. 
Shelter among Diadema urchin spines on sheltered reefs to 18 m. 
Asian Pacific: Phllippmes and Papua New Guinea to Marsballls. 
m Micronesia, north to S. Japart 

LARGESPINED GLASSFISH Ambassis macracanchus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Glassfishes • Ambassidae 
ID: Translucent With narrow dark scale margms and silvery 
reflections on head and belly reg1on. Form aggregations. 
Near stream mouths of coastal waters to 4 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra tn Indonesia toN. Papua New Guinea 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 12 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 
Basslets - Dottybacks - Devilfishes -

Brotulas - Cuskeels 
This ID Group consists of secretive fisbes that live primarily within tbe confines of the reefs structure. 

SUBFAMILY: Basslets- Serranidae/Liopropomatinae 
Single Genus- 4 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

This small family of slender, diminutive seldom-sighted sea basses live secretive lives within 
recesses of the reef. Reddish coloration and large eyes indicate the shadowed existence of these 
small, invertebrate-eating carnivores. The shallow-water species mcluded have distinctly separate 
two-part dorsal fins and pinstriped bodies. Several additional members of the subfamily have been 
collected from depths below 100 meters. Unlike most sea basses, basslets are believed to remain 
the same sex throughout life, although their gonad structure indicates a hermaphroditic heritage. 

FAMILY: Dottybacks - Pseudochromidae 
6 Genera - 32 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

These, small, elongate, and often brightly colored, crevice-dwellers only venture into the open 
momentarily from their cryptic haunts inside the reef's structure. The color of dottybacks is often 
variable within a species, which is frequently believed to relate to an individual's sex. Their diet 
consists of small crustaceans including zooplankton and polychaete worms. Sex reversal appears to 
be a common family trait. Females lay adhesive egg masses, which are guarded and regularly picked 
up in the mouths of the males to mix and aerate. 

The Carpet Eel Blenny, Congrogadus subducens, a secretive cave and rocky crevice dweller, 
formedy classified in family Congrogad1dae, has recently been placed in subfamily Congrogadinae 
and merged into Pseudochromidae. 
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FAMILY: Devilfishes (Longfins) - Plesiopidae 
5 Genera - 7 Species Included 

Typical Shape Comet 
Devilfishes, also commonly known as longfins, are typically an unfamiliar family because of a limited 

number of family representitives and their secretive nature. Family members are characterized by a 
single, long dorsal fin, often with deeply indented membrane between the spines, and elongate ventral 
fins. Those in genus Assessor commonly swim upside down orienting their bellies to the ceiling of caves 
and overhangs, and the males incubate egg bundles inside their mouths (a behavior possibly common 
to other members of the family). Probably the most recognizable and sought-after member of the family 
is the elegant Comet, which is occasionally glimpsed gliding through crevices on walls and dropoffs. 
Comets are known for their ability to mimic the white-spotted head of the Whitemouth Moray, 
Gymnothorax meleagris, by inserting their heads inside crevices when frightened This ploy leaves their 
elongate rear bodies and fins, which bear a prominent false eye-spot, exposed The Comet's adhesive 
eggs are deposited on the ceiling of a crevice where they are attended by the male until hatching. 

FAMll.Y: Viviparous Brotulas - Bythitidae 
Single Genus - Single Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Brotulas are one of the few families of bony fishes known to be viviparous (bearing live offspring). 

The 85 species of these curious little fishes inhabit a variety of habitats worldwide, including 
freshwater caves, estuaries, reefs and the deep sea. Brotulas swim by undulating fins that encircle 
the length of their bodies. The males' copulatory organs, located behind the anus and surrounded 
by two pairs of pseudoclaspers, are apparently derived from the anal fin. Embryos, closely packed 
like cordwood, develop inside the females' ovaries. It is not known whether the offspring disperse 
in the currents or remain near their birthplace. 

FAMILY: Cuskeels- Ophidiidae 
Single Genus - 2 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
These cryptic fishes have eel-like bodies with long dorsal and anal fins that join at the tail to 

encircle the body. Ventral fins are absent or consist of one or two filamentous rays. Some species 
have barbels extending from around their mouths. Unlike the similar-appearing members of family 
Bythitidae, cuskeels lay eggs. At night they occasionally leave the confines of the reef's nooks and 
crannies to hunt for crabs and fishes. 
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Basslets - Dottybacks 

REDSTRIPED BASSLET IJopropoma tonstrinum 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2'/, in.) Basslets- Liopropomatinae 
ID: Pale reddish to yellowish head; two wide red stripes 
from head to tail with narrower white stripes between and 
on back. Solitary and cryptic. Caves and recesses of steep 
outerreef slopes in 11-50 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Christmas I. to Palau. Caroline and 
Marshall Is. in Micronesia to Fiji and Samoa. 

MANYLINE BASSLET IJopropoma multiliiJeatum 
SIZE: to 7.6 em (3 ilL) Basslets- Liopropomatinae 
ID: Pink head, yellowish body and red tail base; red 
longitudinal lines on scale rows and central white stripe below 
mid-rear dorsal and anal fins to tail. Solitary and cryptic. Caves 
and recesses of steep outer reef slopes in 20-46 m. 
West Pacific: Rowley Shoals, 260 km west of N.W. Australia 
to Coral Sea and Fiji, north to Philippines. 

LINED DOTTYBACK Labracinus lineatus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Orange-brown head, pinkish front of body gradating to 
gray on body and fins; numerous blue scale row stripes and 
spots on body, blue markings on head. Solitary. Coral 
patches or near ledges in coastal reefs in 2-15m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 
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BLACKSTRIPED BASSLET IJopropoma latifasciatum 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Basslets- Liopropomatinae 
ID: Yellow back and tail, pale below; black stripe from snout 
to tail. Solitary and cryptic deep-water dweller. Caves and 
recesses of outer slopes and dropoffs below 30 m. 
North Asian Pacific: S. Japan and S. Korea to Palau. 

STRIPED BASSLET Uopropoma susumi 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '" in.) Basslets- Liopropomatinae 
ID: Brownish gray to pale reddish with eight yellowish 
brown stripes. Solitary and cryptic. Caves and recesses in 
lagoon and outer reefs in 2-34 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa and Line Is. in 
eastern Central Pacific.- S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

WHITEBAR DOTTYBACK Labracinussp. 
SIZE: to 20 em (7 'I• in.) Dottybacks - Pseudochromidae 
ID: Blue-gray diagonal lines on head and front of body, 
orangish mid-body followed by several light and dark bars, 
greenish tail. Possibly another variant of the Firetaillnextl. 
Solitary. near reef crevices. Sheltered bays and lagoons in 
3-15m. 
Localized: Raja Ampat Is. in Indonesia. 



FIRETAIL DOrnBACK Labracmus cyclophthalmus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Dottybacks · Pseudochromidae 
ID: Highly variable, this variation has bright red body and fins; 
dark blotch on middle of 1st dorsal fm; all variations have 
blue-gray diagonal lines on head and front of body. SOlitary 
or in loose pairs. Coastal. lagoon and outer reefs to 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Indonesia and Philippines to 
N.W. Australia. 

Firetail Dottyback · Variation 
ID: Brick red with bright red fins ; about 10 narrow black 
stripes; all variations, blue-gray diagonal lines on head and 
front of body. 
Localized: Indonesia, Sabah and Philippines. 

Oblique-lined Dattyback · Female 
ID: Bluish gray on head and front of body gradating to pale 
orange-yellow behind; fine blue scale margins form diagonal 
lines on body; yellow patch on gill cover. 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 

Firetoil Dottyback · Variation 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black with large reddish patch on 
belly and mid·side; 1·2 pale bars under front of dorsal fin, 
blue-gray diagonal lines on head and front of body. Lurk 
near crevices and recesses in reefs. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Indonesia and Philippines to 
N.W. Australia. 

OBLIQUE·UNED DOrnBACK Cypbo PlliPIJiaScens 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Mole · Red; fine blue scale margins form diagonal lines 
on body, may have one or two ocellated spots on dorsal fin. 
Solitary or in pairs. Coral reefs in 5·35 m. 
West Pacific: Papua New Guinea to Great Barrier Reef, 
Coral Sea and Vanuatu . 

Oblique-lined Dottybock · Variation 
ID: Males from N. New Britain resemble females with blue· 
gray head and yellowish body, but females distinguished 
by yellow patches on cheek and gill cover. 
Localized: New Britain 1., east of Papua New Guinea. 
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Dotty backs 

MULTICOLORED DOrnBACK Ogilbyma novaebo/Jandiae 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male • Red head with olive body gradating to gray: blue 
lines below eye, and thin blue margin on fins. Solitary or in 
pairs. Lurk near protective holes lagoon and seaward reefs 
in 5-20 m. 
Localized: S. Great Barrier Reef. 

QUEENSLAND DOrnBACK Ogilbyina queenslandiae 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Dotty backs • Pseudocbromidae 

ID: Male · Reddish on head and front of body and purplish 
behind w ith bluish dorsal, anal and tail fins. Solitary or form 
small groups. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 10·20 m. 

Localized: Great Barrier Reef. 

SAilfiN DOrnBACK Ogilbyina velifera 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Dottybacks- PseudochrOirudae 

ID: Male · Pale gray to yellowish or reddish with bluish upper 
head and pale yellow anal and tail fins; blue botch on front 
of dorsal fin; large and long pointed tail. Solitary or form 
small groups. Lurk near and inside crevices and recesses in 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 12·35 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef. 
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Multi<olored Dottybadt • Female 
ID: Usually reddish, uncommonly dark gray to black with 
red belly; bright blue lines below eye. 

Queensland Dottyba<k • Female 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 
ID: Brownish to grayish head, yellow-orange mid-body and 
reddish behind; 5-6 brown bars on upper front of body. 
Solitary or form small groups. 

Sailfin Dottyba<k • Young/Female 
ID: Light mauve to pinkish with yellowish top of head 
extends to front of dorsal fin. bluish rear dorsal, anal and tail 
fins. 



SURG£ DOTTYBACK Pseudochrol1lls cyanotaema 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/, in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male · Blue with yellow area lower head to pectoral fin; 
yellow stripe on front lateral line, may display light blue bars 
on lower side. Female· Reddish gray, orange tail with yellow 
margm. Solitary or in pa1rs. Shallow wave-washed areas of 
outer reef flats and slopes to 10m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Fij i. · S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

ANOAMAN DOTTYBACK Pseudochromis andamanens1s 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/• in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Yellowish brown head and front of body gradating to blue 
or purplish behind. Solitary and cryptic ; often orient upside 
down to cave ceilings and the underside of ledge overhangs. 
Caves, and ledges of ooastal, lagoon and seaward reefs to 25m. 
East Indian Ocean: E. Andaman Sea to offshore reefs of 
N.W. Australia. 

RAJA DOTTYBA<K Pseudochromis sp 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male· Whitish to light gray with bluish gray upper bead 
and yellowish brown back; faint blue spot on most scales 
and dark mark behind eye (also on females). Solitary. Coral 
outcroppings on fringing reefs in 15-45 m. 
Localized: Raja Ampat Is., lndonesia and Papua New Guinea. 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 

Surge Dollybock · Male Variation 
ID: Dark to navy blue body. Both male and female may 
display thin light blue to pale bars on side. 

WHITHAIUD DOTTYBA<K Labracinus atrofasciatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Dark brown with white tail base and pale tail; black spot 
on rear dorsal fin. Solitary. Silty coastal reefs in 1·8 m. 
Localized: Calaminanes Is., N. Palawan Province, Philippines. 

Raja Oottyback · Female 
ID: Bluish gray upper body, white below; dark gray to 
yellowish brown stripe from gill cover to tail base, yellow 
stripe on belly, dark mark behind eye. Solitary. Coral 
outcroppings of fringing reefs in 15-45 m. 

273 



Dotty backs 

PURPLETOP OOTTYBA<K Pseudochromis diadema 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'h in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Bright yellow with magenta band from snout to end of 
dorsal fin. Solitary or small groups. Base of cliffs or inside 
crevices and caves on steep slopes and coastal and seaward 
reefs in 10-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Malaysian Peninsula, N. Borneo in Indonesia 
and Philippines. 

MAGENTA OOTTYBA()( Pseudoc/Jiomis porp/Jyreus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Magenta. Solitary or form small. loosely scattered 
groups. Base of steep dropoffs or in caves and crevices in 
steep slopes and coastal and outer reefs in 5 to 40 m. usually 
below15 m. 
West Pacific: S.W. Japan, Philippmes, Molucca Is. m 
Indonesia, Palau, N.W. Papua New Guinea to Samoa. 

YELLOWTAIL DOTTYBACK Pseudochromis llammicauda 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Dottyback- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male· Tan to orange-red head, bluish gray body and 
yellow-orange tail. Juvenile/Female - Dark gray brown with no 
distinctive markings. Solitary or in pairs. Lurk near ctevices 
and holes in lagoon and seaward reefs in 3 -10 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef. 
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ROYALDOTTYBA<K FSeudochromispaccagnellae 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Dotty backs - Pseudochromidae 
ID: Magenta head and front of body, yellow behind. SOlitary 
or form small, loosely scattered groups. Base of steep 
dropoffs or in caves and r~cesses on steep slopes and 
coastal and outer reefs in 5 to 40 m. usually below 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Papua New Guinea and Australia. 

YELLQWFIN DOTTYBACK Pseudocbromis wilsoni 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male· Blue to purplish: yellow and red iris. Female- Blue to 
brownish, lower hall of dorsal fin yellow; yellow submarginal 
stripes on tail. Solitary. Inshore coastal reefs to 15 m. 
Localized: N. Australia. 

DOUBLESTRIPED DOTTYBACK PseudociJiomis bitaeniatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Bluish gray to brown with yellowish brown head; broad 
pale to white stripe from gill cover to end of tail. Solitary. 
Crevices and caves in steep slopes and coastal and seaward 
reefs in 1-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines to Papua New Guinea 
and Solomon Is. 



DUSKY DOrnBACK FSeudochronlis/Uscus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '!. in.) Dottybacks - Pseudochromidae 
ID: Dark Variation - Dark brown with white to translucent tail; 
blue spots on scales form stripes. Solitary. Lurk near crevices 
and recesses in coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs in 1-30m. 
Indo -Asian Pacific: India to Solomon Is. -Taiwan to Australia. 

THINSTRJPEJ) DOrnBACK FSeudochrolJJJs howsoni 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Donybacks - Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male - Orange-brown on head and front of body gradating 
to dark gray on rear body; spots on scales of upper front 
body form scale row stripes, dark spot on rear gill cover. 
SOlitary or pair with females. Lurk near recesses in low coral 
outcroppings and rubble of seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Localized: Ashmore Reef (Timor Sea). 

STEENE'S DOrnBACK PseudochrolJJJs stameJ 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Male · Pinkish orange head and front of body w ith brown 
scale spots gradating to dark brown rear body; narrow 
white bar behind eye. Solitary or pair with females. Lurk 
near recesses in coral outcroppings and coastal reef slopes 
m 15-IOOm. 
Localized: Bali to Flores. Indones.ia. 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 

Dusky Dottyba<k - Yellow Variotion 
ID: Pale tan to brilliant yellow; blue spots on scales form stripes. 

Thinstriped Dattyback - Female 
ID: Dark brown; black spot on rear edge of gill cover. 
Commonly pair with mal.e. 

Steene's Dottyba<k - Female 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black with yellow tail; narrow 
white bar behind eye, faint whitish patch on gill cover. 
Commonly pair with males. 
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Dotty backs 

YEllOW DOTTYBACK Pseudochronus moore1 
SIZE: to 10 em {4 m.) Donybacks · Pseudocluolllldae 
ID: ~We · Yellow-orange With da.!k spotoncenual body scales, 
dark spot at rear comer of gill cover. ftmalt • Dark brown 
Solitary. Sand and rubble and low rocky outcroppmgs on 
ooasta1 reefs m 12·25 m. 
Localized: Ptuhppmes. 

BLACKSTRIPE DOIDBACK Pseudochrorms perspJclllatus 
SIZE: to 12 em {5 in.) Dottybacks · Pseudocluomidae 
ID: White to slightly yellowish; dark gray to black stnpe 
from snout tip to below beginning of dorsal fin . Solitary. 
Coral outcroppmgs m sand and rubble areas of coastal reefs 
m3·18m. 
Asian Pacific: lndonesta, Philippines and Papua New Guinea 

BORNEO DOIDBACK Pseudochronus aDem 
SIZE: to 7 em {2 '/o m.) Dottybacks • Pseudocluonudae 
ID: Pale yellow Wlth dark gray upper head gradatmg to bluiSh 
back and dorsal fm: wtute scale row streak extends from gill 
cover onto back. Solitary and cryptic. Caves, recesses and 
under ledges of coastal fringing reefs in 15·30 m. 
Localized: N. Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia. 
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MIDNIGHT DOTTYBACK Pseudochrorms paranox 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• m.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Black with no distlllcuve marlangs. F1are dorsal and anal 
tms to mimic Pygmy Angelf!lih, Centropyge nox, the two 
speaes always occur in same area. So!Jtary. Lurk near reoesses 
and crevices in ooasta1 slopes m 5-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea to Solomon Is. and Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Blod!stripe Dottyback · Variation 
ID: Pale yellowish with dusky gray to brown upper head and 
back; black stripe from snout tip to below beginning of dorsal 
lin maybe nearly concealed in the dark upper head and back, 
line formed by yellow spot on each lateral line scale 
becoming progressively smaller and less vivid toward rear. 

ORANGESPOTTED DOIDBACK Pseudochromis marshallellS1s 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 f, in.) Dottybacks • Pseudocbromidae 
10: Brown to browntsb gray or blwsh gray wttb yellowish 
tail: pale orange spotS on scales fomung scale row stnpes. 
Solitary and cryptic. Caves, recesses and under ledges of 
coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs m 1·15 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia and Vanuatu. • S. Japan to New Caledonia. 



lONGFIN DOrnBACK 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Pseudochromis polynemus 
Oottybacks - Pseudochromidae 

ID: Brown to gray-brown with pale spots on scales forming 
scale row stripes; triangular orange mark below eye, orange 
blotch at base of ventral fins, black margins on dorsal and 
anal fins. Solitary. Outer slopes in 5·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Molucca Is. and Sulawesi in Indonesia, 
Philippines and Palau. 

BROWN BACK DOrnBACK 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Pseudochromis ransonneti 
Dottybacks - Pseudochromidae 

ID: Dull gray-brown with cream on lower head and lower front 
body; no distinctive markings. Solitary or form small groups. 
Silty coastal reefs in 1-12m. 
Localized: Gulf of Thailand and Singapore to Seribu Is. nonh 
of Jakarta on Java, Indonesia. 

PINK DOrnBACK Pseudoplesiops multisquamatus 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Dottybacks- Pseudochromidae 
ID: Red, pink or reddish brown; fins clearish except tail 
which is yellow with wide clearish margin. Solitary. Caves 
and crevices along outer reef walls to 25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Micronesia and Great Barrier Reef. 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 

SPLENDID DOrnBACK 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

Pseudochromis splendens 
Dottybacks • Pseudocbromidae 

ID: Gray undercolor with orange to yellow spots on scales 
forming scale row stripes, yellow tail, pale snout; black eye 
bar. Solitary. Lurk near recesses and tubular sponges on 
steep reef slopes in 5 • 40 m. 
Localized: E. Indonesia and offshore reefs of N.W. Australia 

ElONGATE DOrnBACK Pseudochromis elongatus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '" in.) Dottybacks • Pseudocbromidae 
ID: Shades of brown to purple; rounded tail with yellow 
margin. Solitary. Caves or around rock outcroppings of 
coastal and seaward reefs in 5· 60 m. 
Localized : E. Indonesia. 

BEARDED DOrnBACK Pseudoplesiopssp. 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudocbromidae 
ID: Greenish yellow to bright yellow; skin flap extends 
from chin. Solitary and cryptic. Holes and recesses of 
seaward reefs to 15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives to Great Barrier Reef and 
Coral Sea. 
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Dottybacks - Devilfishes - Brotulas& Cuskeels 

CARPET EEL BLEHNY DOrnBACK Congrogadus subducens 
SIZE: to 45 em (18 in.) Dottybacks • Pseudochromidae 
ID: Shades of brown with numerous pale blotches and 
saddle markings, white tail base and pale tail; black spot on 
rear dorsal fm. Solitary and cryptic. Caves, crevices and deep 
recesses of silty coastal reefs in 1·8 m. 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian Peninsula and Philippines to 
Australia. 

RANDALL'S DEVILFISH Assessor randalli 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/, in.) Devilfishes • Plesiopidae 
ID: Dark blue to bluish green; forked tail. Form small cryptic 
groups; often swim upside down orienting to the ceiling of 
caves; brood eggs in mouth. Caves, recesses and under 
ledges of coastal reefs and outer slopes in 5 · 25 m. 
Localized: Ryukyu Is. in S.W. Japan. 

REI). TIPPED LONGFIN Plesiops coeruleolineatus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Devilfishes · Plesiopidae 
ID: Brown; blue-edged black stripe on dorsal fin, red dorsal 
spine tips, dark line below eye and pair of dark spots behind 
eye. Solitary and cryptic. Crevices and recesses in outer reef 
areas to 23 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa · S.W. Japan 
to Australia 
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BLUE DEVILFISH Assessor macneilli 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '" in.) Devilfishes · Plesiopidae 
ID: Dark blue; forked tail. Form small cryptic groups; often 
swim upside down orienting 10 the ceiling of caves; brood 
eggs in mouth. Caves, recesses and under ledges of coastal 
reefs and outer slopes in 5-20 m. 
West Pacific: Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea and New Caledonia. 

YELLOW DEVIlFISH Assessor Oavissimus 
SIZE: to 5.5 ern (2'1• in.) Devilfishes · Plesiopidae 
ID: Bright yellow to brownish yellow; forked tail Form small 
cryptic groups; often swim upside down orienting to the 
ceiling of caves; brood eggs in mouth. Caves, recesses and 
under ledges of coastal reefs and outer slopes in 5 ·20m. 
Localized: N. Great Barrier Reef and S.E. Papua New Guinea. 

BANDED SPINY BASSLET Belonepterygium fasciolatum 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Devilfishes · Plesiopidae 
ID: Shades of brown with pale lower head; about 15 thin 
dark bars on body, broad white stripe from lip to under 
front of dorsal fin, pale-edged dark spot on gill cover. 
Solitary and cryptic. Caves and crevices in coastal reefs and 
lagoons to 10m. 
Localized: Australia and Lord Howe I. 



COMET CalloplesJOps altivelis 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Devilfishes- Plesiopidae 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black; head, body and fins covered 
with small white spots. white ringed black spot on dorsal 
fin. Solitary and cryptic. Crevices on outer reefs in 3-45m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. - S. W. Japan to Australia. 

SPOTGilllONGFIN Plesiops cora/licola 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Devilfishes- Plesiopidae 
ID: Dark brown under color with numerous small blue spots 
on head, body and fins; pale-edged dark spot on gill cover. 
Solitary and cryptic. Crevices and recesses of outer reef 
areas in 1-23m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andarnan Sea and Cocos-Keeling Is. 
to Tonga. -Taiwan to Australia 

WEST AUSTRAUAH <USKm Ogilbiasp. 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Brotulas- Ophidiidae 
ID: Reddish orange; bulbous head; very long dorsal and anal 
fins and thread-like ventral fins. Solitary; common, but cryptic. 
Deep inside crevices and caves of coastal reefs in 3-20m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 

Cryptic Crevice Dwellers 

Comet 
ID: Egg guarding male. Appearance of rear body with 
prominent eye spot is believed to mimic head of 
Whitespotted Moray. 

BEARDED BROTULA Brotu!a mu!t.Jbarbata 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Brotulas- Opludiidae 
ID: Shades of gray to brownish gray; eel-like body with 
barbels "whiskers" around mouth; thread-like ventral fins. 
Solitary and cryptic; occasionally m open at night. Deep 
recesses and caves in coastal and outer reefs to 220 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Christmas I. to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Pitca.im Is. east of French Polynesia. • S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

vruow CUSKEEl OgJ!bia sp. 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Brotulas- Ophidiidae 
ID: Yellow to orange body; bulbous head; very long dorsal 
and anal fins and thread-like ventral ftns. Solitary; common. 
but cryptic. Deep inside crevices and caves of coastal reefs 
in 1·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Papua New Guinea 
and Australia. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 13 

Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 
Dartfishes - Tilefishes - Dragonets - Sandperches -

Lizardfishes - Others 
This ID Group consists of fishes that typically inhabit sandy bottoms and often live in burrows. Shrimp 
gobies and sand gobies. which also live on tbe sand and in burrows, are presented in the next ID Group. 

FAMILY: Dartfishes - Ptereleotridae 
5 Genera- 18 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Dartfishes are elegant little, elongate fishes with two-part dorsal fins, long anal fins and small 

upturned mouths. They generally hover alone, in pairs or small groups just above the bottom where 
they feed on water-borne zooplankton. When approached, they dart into burrows or under rocks. 

FAMILY: Tilefishes - Malacanthidae 
2 Genera - 9 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Tilefishes, also known as sand tilefishes, are moderate-sized fishes with long, continuous, 

unnotched dorsal fins. They commonly occur in pairs on outer sand or rubble reef slopes. Those in genus 
Hoplolatilus pick plankton from the current a few feet above their bottom shelters where they dive for 
protection when threatened. The Flagtail Blanquillo, Malacanthus brevimstris, lives in rock mounds of 
their own construction. 

FAMILY: Dragonets - Callionymidae 
5 Genera - 17 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Dragonets are small, charismatic bottom-dwelling fishes with two-part dorsal fins, somewhat 

flattened heads and bodies, and protrusible mouths used for snapping up tiny benthic invertebrates. 
Although generally cryptically patterned, several species are quite colorful. Males often display a slightly 
different pattern from the smaller females. The males also have taller, more elaborate first dorsal fins 
that are erected intermittently as they dart over the bottom and during evening courtship that 
culminates just after sunset in a brief spawning rise. 
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FAMILY: Sandperches - Pinguipedidae 
Single Genus - 15 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
These elongate sand and rubble dwellers live in small harems with single dominant, territorial 

males. A few species have proven to be hermaphroditic, changing from females to males with age. The 
appealing fishes are easily approached and often perch near divers watching their activities. 

FAMILY: Lizardfishes- Synodontidae 
3 Genera - 8 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Lizardfishes are voracious lie-in-wait predators with large, tooth-filled mouths. They have pointed 

snouts and long, cylindrical bodies bearing small, high first dorsal fins followed by tiny rear dorsal fins 
toward the tail. Experts at camouflage, pairs and solitary individuals rest motionless on the bottom, 
blending with their surroundings. Some species bury in the sand with only their heads protruding as 
they wait for unsuspecting prey. At times they attack quite large prey and are capable of taking fishes 
several meters above the bottom with lightning-fast strikes. Because they are similar in color and 
markings, especially in their pale phases, lizardfishes can be difficult to identify to species. 

FAMILY: Others 

C:Z 

Wormfishes -Microdesmidae Sand Divers -Trichonotidae Signalfishes - Percophididae 

Bandfishes -Cepol idae Convict Blennies - Pholidichthyidae 

..... 

Pearl fishes - Carapidae Jawfishes - Opistognathidae 
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Dartfishes 

DECORA TID DARTfiSH Nemateleotris decora 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3'/• in.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: White head and front body gradating to pwplish rear body; 
violet snout and stripe to dorsal fin, violet and red marked fins; 
long 1st dorsal fin. Solitary or in pairs: shelter in sandy burrows. 
Sand and rubble patches at base of reefs in 28-68 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Mauritius to Marshall Is. in Micronesia, 
New Caledonia and samoa, north to S.W. Japan. 

FIRE DARTFISH Nemazeleotris magnifica 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Yellow head, white front body gradating to reddish 
brown rear body, dark brown tail ; very long 1st dorsal fin. 
Sol!tary or in pairs. Hover above burrows on patches of sand 
and rubble on outer reef slopes in 6·60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn I. east of French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to New Caledonia. 

TWOTONE DARTFISH Ptereleotns evides 
SIZE: to 13.5 em (5 '/• in.) Dartfishes • Ptereleotridae 
ID: Pale bluish gray head and front of body abruptly gradate 
to black rear body; pale forked tail with dark borders, 
iridescent blue markings on gill cover. Pairs share sandy 
burrows. Exposed lagoon and outer reef slopes in 2 · 25 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Rapa l in French Polynesia. 
· S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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HELfRICH'S DARTFISH Nemateleotris helhiclll 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h in.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Yellow head and lavender body, yellowish rear dorsal, 
anal and tail fins: violet stripe1on top of head, black ventral 
fin t ips, long whitish and red 1st dorsal fin. Solitary or in 
pairs. Steep outer reef slopes in 25 · 70 m. 
Pacific: S.W. Japan, Palau and Marshall Is. in Micronesia, 
Samoa to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 

UNED DARTFISH Ptereleotris grammica 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Pale blue-gray with greenish highlights; orange and blue 
stripes on body and fins; first dorsal fin relatively high and 
fan-shaped. Solitary or in pairs that share burrows. Sand and 
rubble slopes in 36 · 60 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea 
· S. Japan to N. Great Banier Reef. 

Twotone Oartfish ·Juvenile/Young Adult 
SIZE: 3·6cm(1·2'/tin.) 
ID: Silvery gray with yellow-green wash; dark border on 2nd 
dorsal and anal fins and margins of tail, black spot on tail 
base. Pairs share sandy burrows. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

THREADFIN DARTFISH 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Prereleotris hanae 
Dartfishes -PtereleoUidae 

ID: Pale bluish gray to bluish green upper body and darker 
blue below; tail of larger adults traill -6 filaments. Solitary or 
in pairs. Shelter under rocks or inside burrows shared with 
shrimp gobies. Sand and rubble bottoms near reefs in 3-50m. 
Pacific: Pbilippines to Samoa and Line Is. in east Central Pacific. 
-Taiwan and S. Japan to N. Australia 

SPOTIAIL DARTFISH 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Prereleotris heteroptera 
Dartflshes - Ptereleotridae 

ID: Pale blue to bluish gray with iridescent blue marks on 
bead; yellow to bluish tail with large black spot on center. 
Solitary, in pairs or colonies. Shelter in burrows on sand and 
rubble near reels in 7- 46 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red sea and Mauritius to Hawaii and Marquesas 
Is. in French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

MONOFIN DARTfiSH Ptereleotris monoptera 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Dartflshes • Ptereleotridae 
ID: Pale blue to green to yellow with wash of blue over belly; 
broad blackish bar below eye; tail of adults trail filaments 
from upper and lower lobes. Form loose colonies. Shelter in 
burrows on sand and rubble or hard bottoms in 6-15 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Seychelles to Line ls. and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

BANDT AIL DARTFISH Prereleotris uroditaenia 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Dartfishes • Ptereleotridae 
ID: Pale blue; iridescent blue markings on head, stripe along 
base of dorsal fin, pair of black bands with yellow between 
on tail. Solitary or form small groups. Sand and rubble areas 
in 18-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Solomon Is. and Great Barrier Reef. 

Spottail Oartflsh • Variation 
ID: The tail of this species may vary from blue I Pictured] to 
a dirty yellow to bright yellow Jprevious]. 

PEARLY DARTFISH Prereleotiis microlepis 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) DartfiShes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Pale bluish to pinkish gray; usually several iridescent bluish 
snipes on head, narrow black bar on base of pectoral fin, 
numerous indistinct body bars. Form small to large colonies. 
Shelter in burrows on sand and rubble near reefs to 22m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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Dartfishes - Wormfishes 

ZEBRA DARTFISH PlereleoUJS zebra 
SIZE: r.o 12 em (5 m.) Dartfishes- Ptereleomdae 
ID: Green to greeniSh gray w1th about20 nanow orange to 
pmk bars edged With blue: darkish bar below eye and 
across pectoral fin base. Usually form aggregauons over 
hard bottoms. Exposed areas affected by surge in 2-10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and Seychelles to Line Is. and Marquesas 
Is. in French Polyneslll. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reel. 

YEUOW-STRIPED OARTFISH Palioglossus formosus 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '1> 111.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Broad yellOWISh stripe from snout to tail wedged 
between P8li of dark brown to blackiSh stripes that converge 
to form pomt on tall. Form dense aggregauons near surface. 
Sheltered bays, mangroves and marine lakes. 
West Pacific: Jndones1a, Philippines, Papua New Gumea, 
Great Barner Reef. Vanuatu and Fiji, north to S. W Japan. 

NAKED OARTFISH 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 m.) 

Panoglossus nudus 
Dartfishes · Ptereleotndae 

ID: Translucent with llght orange-brown mid-lateral stnpe 
and white belly; slightly concave taiL Form aggregations. 
Sheltered coastal reels in 5-35 m. 
West Pacillc: Philippines, Indonesia, Palau in Micronesia, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Is. to Fiji. 
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MINI DARTFISH 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 -J, m.) 

A1oliops megasrigma 
DartfJShes • Ptereleotndae 

ID: Yellowish bead. mauve back and brown lower side, 
blUISh beUy; black stnpe along back and large black spot on 
tall. Form groups that hover over coral thickets. Sheltered 
shoreline and lagoon reels m 2·10 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Phlhppmes and Papua New Guinea. 

INTERRUPTED OARTFISH 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) 

Panoglossus interruptus 
Dartfishes • Ptereleotridae 

ID: Brownish with white belly; yellow mid-lateral stripe, 
tlun blackish stnpe extends along lower body to black 
marking on tail. Fonns aggregauons near the surface. Marine 
lakes. tidal streams and mangrove swamps. 
Asian Pacific: Indoneslll, Plullppmes and Papua New Guinea. 
north to S. Japan. 

RAO'S DARTFISH Panoglossus iclOI 

SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) DanflShes • Ptereleotridae 
ID: Light brown; yellow nud-lateral stnpe, dark brown to 
blackish stripe extends diagonally from eye to light brown 
belly and along lower body to taU base. Form aggregations 
near surface. Sheltered rocky shorellnes and mangroves. 
Indo· West Pacific: Arabian Gull to Indonesia, Micronesia, 
Fiji, north to S.W. Japan. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

ROBUST RIBBONGOBY Oxymetopon compressus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Dartfishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Laterally compressed body; light blue-gray, dusky lower 
body and blackish lower tail ; faint blue diagonal body 
bands, widely scattered blue markings on head. Form small 
groups. Shelter in burrows on mud bottoms in 15·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. China, Indonesia and Philippines. 

CURIOUS WORMFISH Gunnelichthys cunosus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Wormfishes · Microdesmidae 
ID: Elongate worm-like body; bluish white with broad 
orange stripe from snout to tail base; black spot on tajl. 
Solitary or in pairs. Hover or swim with undulating motion 
just above sand and rubble at base of outer slopes in 9·60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Madagascar and Seychelles to Great Barrier 
Reef, Hawaij and Society Is. in French Polynesia. 

ONESTRIPE WORMFISH Gunnelichthys pleurotaenia 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/: in.) Wormfishes · Microdesmidae 
ID: Elongate worm-like body; pale gray to yellow-white with 
narrow orange-brown to black stripe from snout to tail base. 
SOlitary or in pairs. Hover or swim with undulating motion just 
above sand bottoms oflagoons and sheltered reefs in 3·15 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Samoa· S.W. Japan 
and Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 

BLUE·BARRED RIBBONGOBY Oxymetopon cyanoctenosum 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Darttishes · Ptereleotridae 
ID: Light blue-gray with wavy body bands, pale yellowish 
gill cover and lower belly; blue markings on head. SOlitary 
or form small groups. Shelter in bwrows on silt or mud slopes 
in 20-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and 
N. Australia. 

ONESPOT WORMFISH Gunnelichthys monosiJgma 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Wormflshes · Microdesmidae 
ID: Elongate worm-like body; light blue to tan ; small dark 
spot on rear gill cover of head, blue semkircle under eye. 
Solitary or in pairs. Hover or swim with undulating motion 
just above sand and rubble bottoms of lagoons in 6·20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: East Africa to Micronesia and Marquesas and 
Society Is. in French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan toN. Australia. 

ORANGESTRIPE WORMFISH Gunnelichthys viridescens 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Wormfishes · Microdesmidae 
ID: Elongate worm-like body; orange-brown to salmon with 
pearly mid-lateral stripe, orange lips, orange stripe through eye, 
bright orange stripe on mid·tail. SOlitary or pairs. Hover or swim 
with undulating motion above sand and rubble slopes m 3·50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Gulf and Seychelles to Marshall 
Is. and Palau in Micronesia and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Sand Divers - Bandfishes - Convict Blennies - Tilefishes 

THREADFIN SAND DIVER Trichonotus elegans 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Sand Divers- Trichonotidae 
ID: Male- Pale brown to gray with horizontal rows of spots, 
large whitish to yellow ventral fins; 3-4 very long spotted rays 
extend from darkish spot on front of dorsal fin . Loose 
aggregations form just above sand; bury in sand when 
alarmed. Sand slopes to 40 m. 
West Pacific: S.W. Japan. Indonesia. Coral Sea to FijL 

GOLDBAR SAND DIVER 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Trichonotus halstead 
Sand Divers - Trichonotidae 

ID: Mole- Tan with numerous white to gold spots on body 
and fins; 8-9 brown bars across back, black shaded ventral 
fins, 1-2large ocellated spots on dorsal fin, 5-6long rays 
dorsal fin rays. Sand slopes in 12-35 m. 
Localized: Sulawesi in Indonesia to Papua New Guinea. 

SPOTTED SAND DIVER 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Tricbonotus setiger 
Sand Divers - Trichonotidae 

ID: Tan with numerous white spots; 10-11 brown body bars; 
dorsal fin translucent with white spots on rays; males have 
long front dorsal rays. Form loose aggregations just above 
sand; bury when alarmed. Sandy bottoms in 1-20m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Persian Gulf to Great Barrier Reef, Coral 
Sea and New Caledonia 

286 

Threodfin Sand Diver- Female 
ID: Pale brown to gray with horizontal rows of spots; short 
black spot with white margin on front of dorsal fin . Rest 
on sand when not swimming; bury at n ight or w hen 
threatened. 

Goldbor Sand Diver • Female 
ID: Similar to males, but with white ventral fins and Jack the 
dramatic dorsal fin markings and long rays. 

PEARLY SIGNALFISH Not classified 
SIZE: to 3 em {1'1• in.) Signalfishes- Percophididae 
ID: Male· Silvery to pinkish brown; row of white spots on back 
with row of blue dashes below; very tall 1st dorsal fin. Female· 
Similar, but with much shorter black 1st dorsal fin. Both sexes 
rest on long ventral fins. Sand slopes in 30-50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 
YELLOW·SPOTTEO 
BANDFISH 
Acanthocepola 
breviata 
SIZE: to 20 em 
(8 in.) Bandfishes -
Cepolidae 
ID: Eel·like body 
with shon ventral 
fins ; red to red
brown with narrow 
yellow to orange 
bars. Form colonies 
in separate burrows 
on mud or silt 
bottoms in 10-40 m. 
Localized: Indonesia 

CHLUPATY'S TIL!FISH Hoplolatilus chlupatyJ 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Tilefishes- Malacanthidae 
ID: Sky blue with pair of darker blue stripes on cheek: 
yellow bar on iris , occasionally broad yellow area on back 
or with narrow yellow area on base of dorsal fin. Solitary. 
Rubble slopes in 30-55 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

PALE TllEFISH Hoplolatilus cuniculus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Tilefishes- Malacanthidae 
ID: Pale gray to yellowish with fine blue margin on dorsal 
and anal fins. Solitary, in pairs or loose colonies; shy, quickly 
retreat to burrows when threatened. Rubble slopes on outer 
reefs in 25-115 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marshall is. and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

CONVlCT BLENNY Pholidichthys Jeuootaenia 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Convict Blennies- Pholidicbthyidae 
ID: Juvenie -Blackish with whitish stripe from eye to rear body. 
Adults· Black saddles and white bars, to 34 em (14 in.). Form 
large schools that feed over sand and rubble bottoms; mimic 
Stripped Catfish. Coastal reefs in 3-30 IlL 

Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and Seychelles to Line Is. and Ma.rquesas 
Is. in French Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

STOCKY TILEFISH Hoplolatilus tronticinctus 
SIZE: to 17 em (6'/• in.) Tilefishes • Malacanthidae 
ID: Pale blue to green with long blue patch from end of rear 
dorsal fin to tail; stout/deep body compared to other 
tilefishes. Groups hover above huge constructed mounds of 
sand and rubble on deep sand and rubble slopes in 35-70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Mauritius and India to Philippines and 
Solomon Is. 

YELLOW TILEFISH Hoplolatilus /uteus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Tilefishes · Malacanthidae 
ID: Yellow with whitish breast and belly; blue marking 
above eye, black spot on upper gill cover. Solitary or form 
small groups. Flat mud or fine silt bottoms well away from 
reefs in 30-40 m. 
Localized: Known only from Maumere Bay, Flores !. in Indonesia 
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Tilefishes - Dragonets 

BLUEHEAD TILEFISH Hoplolatilus starcla 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Tilefishes · Malacantbidae 
ID: Yellowish tan with bright blue head and bright yellow tail. 
Juve~~ne - Sky blue without marking. Similar to Purple Queen 
Anthias; often mix with antbias. Usually in pairs. Hover above 
burrows of sand and rubble on outer reef slopes in 20·105 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Micronesia to 
N. Australia and Fiji. 

REDLIN ED TILEFISH 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) 

Hoplolatilus marcosi 
Tilefishes - Malacantbidae 

ID: White with vivid arching red stripe that narrows on rear 
body before widening on tail. Solitary or form small groups; 
shy, retreat to sandy burrow when threatened. Sand and 
rubble slopes of seaward reefs in 18·60 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippmes, Palau in Micronesia, 
New Guinea and Solomon Is. 

BLUE BLANQUILLO Malacanthus IatoVJttatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Tilefishes - Malacantbidae 
ID: Blue head with blue to blue-green back and pale 
underside; broad black mid-lateral stripe extends onto tail. 
Solitary or in pairs; swim away when threatened rather than 
retreating to burrows. Sand and rubble areas in 5·30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to E. Africa and to Cook Is. and Line Is. 
in east Central Pacific. • S. Japan to New Caledonia. 
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PURPL£ Tll£FISH 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Hoplolatilus pwpureus 
Tilefishes • Malacantbidae 

ID: Lavender with broad dark red to black upper and lower 
borders on tail. Solitary or form small groups; shy, retreating 
to sandy burrow when threatened. Sand and rubble slopes 
of seaward reefs in 18 ·80 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines and Solomon Is. 

FLAGTAIL BLANOUILLO Malacanthus breVJJostris 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Tilefishes · Malacantbidae 
ID: Pale yellow head and pale blue body; palr of black stripes 
on tail, vague body bars. Usually in pairs; hover with 
unduJating motion near sandy burrows typically constructed 
under rocks. Sand and rubble or seaward reefs in 14·45 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Haw ail and Panama. 
- S. Japan to E. Australia. 

Blue Blonqudlo - Juvenile 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 
ID: Primarily black with white stripe on back that extends onto 
upper edge of tail; with increased growth white areas expands 
and the black area is reduoed to a thin mid-lateral stripe. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

FINGERED DRAGONET Dactylopus dacty/opus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Dragonets- Callionymidae 
ID: Male · Spotted in shades of brown; separated 1st ray of 
ventral fin used for "walking" ; 1st dorsal fin with long 
filmentous rays and blue spot between 1st and 2nd rays. 
Solitary or in pails on sandy bottoms in 3-55m. 
Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Indonesia and Philippines. 
- Taiwan and S. W. Japan to N. Australia. 

ORANGE & BLACK DRAGONET Dactylopus kuiten 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Dragonets - Callionymidae 
ID: Spotted in shades of brown; very long 1st dorsal fin Wlth 
large ocellated spot near rear base, (Similar Finger Dragonet 
female )previous 1 has shorter 1st dorsal.) ; bright blue spots 
on anal fin. Solitary or m pairs. Sand bottoms to 40 m. 
Localized: Bali to Flores and N. Sulawesi in Indonesia. 

PIUURESQUE DRAGONET Synchiropus pictllratus 
SIZE: to 6 ern (2 '/• in.) Dragonets • Callionymidae 
ID: Light brown to greenish covered with large dark spots 
ringed with orange and green. blue-green band markings 
around eye. Form small loose groups. Rubble patches near 
living corals of coastal reefs in 2-10 m. 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia, Indonesia and Philippines. 

Fingered Dragone! - Female 
ID: Spotted in shades of brown; alternating dark and light 
bands on tail, black ocellated spot on lower rear of long 1st 
dorsal fin and dark horizontal streaks on 2nd dorsal fin. 

Orange & Black Dragone! -Juvenile 
ID: Juvenile · White with black and orange marked dorsal tins, 
with maturity become females. Female • Body spotted in 
shades of brown and mostly yellow tail except dark margin. 
Male • Lose yellow in tail. All have orange lips. 

MANDARINFISH Synchiropus splendidus 
SIZE: to 6 ern (2 '/• in.) Dragonets - Callionymidae 
ID: Orange with ornate pattern of dark-edged green and blue 
bands and spots and a few yeUow line markings on lower head. 
Small groups shelter among coral rubble. Come out of hiding 
at dusk to spawn. Sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons to 18m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Indonesia, Philippines, E. Caroline Is. 
in Micronesia and New Caledonia. 
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Dragonets 

MORRISON'S DRAGONET Synchnopus momsoru 
SIZE: 10 4.5 an (1 1· m.) Dragonets • calbonynudae 
ID: Male · Red to pmk w1th random black blotches, large 
black blotch at pectoral fin base; vemcal smpes on tall 1st 
dorsal hn. Solitary, m paus or small groups. Algal-turf rocks 
of seaward reefs m 10 · 33 m. 
West Pacific: S. Japan, Micronesia, W. Australia, Fiji and Samoa. 

MOfrison' s Dragone! • Juvenile 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 m.) 

ID: Tan to whitish head and back and gray or charcoal on 
lower side With wlute spots of various sizes. Young fish 
generally solitary on algal-covered rocks. 

Moyer's llfagonet • Femole 
ID: Wlunsh w1th red to reddish brown blotches: small fan
shaped dorsal fin marked with dark brown to blackish 
bands, pair of dark •eye" spots. Solitary or form small groups 
dominated by a single large male. 
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Morrison's llfagonel • Female 
ID: Red to pink w1th random dark blotches. especially 
toward rear body; large dark blotch at pectOral base; dusky 
fan-shaped first dorsal lin with vertical streaks. 

MOYER'S DRAGONET Synchiropus moyeri 
SIZE: 10 7.5 em (3 in.) Dragonets · Callionymidae 
ID: Melle · Whitish Wldercolor with reddish brown blotches: large 
fan-shaped dorsal fin marked with concennic bands and pair of 
dark •eye" spots. Solitary or form small groups dominated by a 
smgle large male. Algae covered rocks 111 3 · 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan. Indonesia. Palau m Micronesia, 
N.W. Australia and Great Barner Reef 

Moyer's llfagonet • SIIICII Juvenile 
SIZE: to 1.5 em ('!. ID.) 
ID: Red to pink undercolor w1th large wlute spots; red 
bands around eyes. black fltSt dorsal fin with pair of orange 
streaks. Solitary on algae covered rocks. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

BARTELS' DRAGONET Synchiropus baltlesi 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 'I• in.) Dragonets - Callionymldae 
ID: Mole -Shades of brown to red; row of white mid-lateral 
spots with black semicircular edge on upper portion of 
each spot; tall dorsal fin. Solitary or in pairs. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 6-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

OCEUATlD DRAGONET Synchiiopus ocellatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'I• in.) Dragonets- Callionymidae 
ID: Dark greenish brown to golden brown with irregular 
whitish saddles and blotches; blue dots on head. Male • Large 
fan-shaped dorsal fin with concentric bands and pair of dark 
oceDated spots. SOlitary or in small groups. Sandy areas to 30m 
Pacific: Vietnam and Micronesia to Pitcairn I. east of French 
Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

STARRY DRAGONET Synchiropus stellatus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2'/• in.) Dragonets- Callionymidae 
ID: Male • Red with white and black blotches and saddles, 
yellowish snout tip; blue spots and lines on head; tall 
dorsal fin ornately banded with pale-edged spot in middle. 
SOlitary or form small groups. Sandy areas in 5-20 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa to Andaman Sea and Sumatra in 
lndonesia. 

Bartels' Drogonet • Female/Red Phose 
ID: Adults in all phases have tiny blue ocellated spots on back 
and the mid-lateral semicircular markings. Note low first 
dorsal fin characteristic of female. 

O<elloted Dragnet • Smoll Juven~e 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 in.) 
ID: White with dark brown to blackish areas, large area on mid
side with 2large white spots; both the juvenile and female 
have dark 1st dorsal fin except for clearisb outer margin. 
Rubble and algal-covered turf in 2-18m. 

Storry Drogonet · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) 
ID: White with red blotches; red bands on 2nd dorsal and 
anal fin, red bands around eye, short black first dorsal fin. 
Female • Similar, but red blotches more extens ive. 
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Dragonets - Sandperches 

UAFY DRAGONET Anaora cemaculata 
SIZE: 10 4 5 em (I 'I• m.) Dragonets • Callionyrrudae 
ID: Mottled and S)JOIIed shades of brown and gray; numerous 
small skin flaps on side of body. Solitary, expen at camouflage 
Sand, rubble and weedy bottoms near ooa.stal, lagoon and outer 
reefs in I· 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Philippines. Palau and Yap 10 
Micronesl8 and Papua New Guinea. 

lONG FilAMENT DRAGONET Callionymus keeleYJ 
SIZE: 10 6 em (2 '/• 10.) Dragonets- callionymidae 
ID: Mottled shades of brown; wavy dark bands on dorsal 
hns, blue spots and lines on head; 1st 2 dorsal fin spmes 
trail long filamentous. Solitary or form small groups. Sand 
and rubble bottoms near reefs of coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs m 5·60 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. lndonesJa. Pbil!ppines and Papua New Gwnea. 

FLOWERY DRAGONET Calhonymussp 
SIZE: 10 6 em (2 '/• m.) Dragonets • Calhonynudae 
ID: Mole· Shades of brown; pair of dark bars below eye, 
flower-like marktngs on upper s1de, irregular dark markmgs 
on side and numerous vertical pale lines. Solitary or form small 
groups. Sand and rubble bottoms near coastal reefs m 5·20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and N. Australia. 

292 

SUPERB DRAGONET Callionymus superbus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6m.) Dragonets- Callionymidae 
ID: Fe~M!ie · Blotchy brown WJth numerous small pale spots of 
vanable SlZE!; 1st dorsal fin low and triangular. AWe· Similar, 
but WJth long filamentous rays on 1st dorsal fin. Solitary or in 
pcurs. Sand and rubble 10 2-15 m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

liTTLE SAND DRAGONET Gallionymus parvus 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 'I• m.) Dragonets • Callionymidae 
ID: AWe· Spotted shades of brown; ornately marked 1st dorsal 
fin has elongate orange rear edge. In pairs or small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms near coastal reefs 10 10 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan, Phil!ppmes, lndonesJa and N. Austtalia. 

BLUE-SPOTTED DRAGONET Callionymussp 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2'/• in.) Dragonets • callionymidae 
ID: Gray with dark and wlute spots and blotches; short dark 
band on side of snout, blue spots or lines on cheek, gill 
cover, lower sides and fins. Solitary, m parrs or small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms pnmanly of coastal reefs in 3 -15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

GORAM ORA GONET Diplogrammus goramensis 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Dragonets- Callionymidae 
ID: Shades of brown with flower like spots: blue-edged brown 
bars on cheek, irregular blue marking on gill cover; distinct 
horizontal ridge on lower side. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms of lagoon and seaward reefs in 5-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Marshall Is. in Micronesia and 
Cook Is. · China to Great Barrier Reef. 

LA meED SANDPERCH Paiapercis clathrata 
SIZE: to 17.5 em (7 in.) Sandperches · Pinguipedidae 
ID: Male· Grayish tan back with darkish blotches, white below 
with row of black centered orangish brown bars or spots on 
lower body; dark oceDated spotabovegillcover. Solitary or small 
groups. Sand and rubble of lagoon and seaward reefs in 3 ·50 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Phoenix Is. and 
Samoa. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

SPECKLED SANDPERCH Paiapercis hexophtllalma 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Sandperches · Pinguipedidae 
ID: Female· White with grayish back; numerous dark lines, 
spots and speckles, large black spot on tail. Male· Dark wavy 
lines on cheek. Solitary or form small loose groups. Sand or 
rubble bottoms of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 8-25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Aflica and to Marshall Is. 
in Micronesia and Samoa. · S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

NORTHERN DRAGONET Diplogrammus xenicus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'h in.) Dragonets • Callionymidae 
ID: Shades of brown with irregular bands on body; blue 
scribble markings on snout and cheek; horizontal ridge on 
lower side marked with alternating black and white bars. 
Solitary or in pairs. Sand and rubble bottoms in 2-30m. 
Localized: W. Australia and Okinawa to mainland Japan. 

latti<ed Sandperch ·Female 
ID: Similar to male, but lack ocellated spot; both have tiny 
black spots on cheek and white or yellow streak in tail. 

Speckled Sandperch ·Variation 
ID: Brown with narrow pale bars on back; row or large 
white spots on mid-side with central dark spot, row of dark 
spots on upper edge of white beUy, large black spot on tail 
(the consistent marking on all variations) . Male· Wavy 
yellow lines on cheek. 
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Sandperches 

HARLEQUIN SAHDPERCH ParaperCls maClllatus 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Sandperches · Pinguipedidae 
ID: Reddish to gray-brown back and whitish below; 6large 
megular dark reddish brown body bars, curved blue lines 
on cheek. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms of ooastal reefs 
m 5-25 m. 
lndo-Nonh Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Oman to Hong Kong, 
T81wan and Japan. 

RETICULATED SANDPERCH ParapetCIS tetracantha 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) Sandperches · Plnguipedidae 
ID: Wtut!Sh with 7-8 SQU8IlSh saddles on back connected to 
bars on lower body; black blotches through lips and under 
eye, 3 rows of black spots on dorsal fin. Solitary or form small 
groups Sand and rubble bottoms near reefs 10 12·25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Bay of Bengal to Papua New Guinea. 
nonh to S. Japan. 

PHOENIX SANDPERCH Parapercis sp 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 '/• in.) Sandperches · Plngwpedidae 
ID: WhitiSh with about 9 narrow gray bars from rear head 
to tall base; dark band below eye, scattered small dark spots 
on top of head front of body. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms of seaward reefs 10 8·35 m. 
Localized: Phoenix and L10e Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 
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SPOTTED SANDPERCH ParaperClS milhpunctaca 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 m.) Sandperches · Pinguipedidae 
ID: Pale undercolor with intermingled dark and light brown 
blotches on back; double row of large brown to blackish 
spots on mid-side and lower side, wlute streak on tall. 
Solitary or small groups Sand and rubble near reefs in 4-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maunuus and Maldives to P1tcaim I. east of 
French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to AllStraba. 

SHARPNOSE SANDPERCH Parapercis cylindnca 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 m.) Sand perches · PinguipedJdae 
ID: Whitish undercolor. about 8 dark squansh bars on back and 
about 8 dark bars on lower body aligned between bars on back. 
narrow dark bar below eye. Solitary or form small groups 
Silty sand. rubble and weedy bottoms to 20m. 
West Pacific: Gulf of Thailand to Marshall Is. 10 Micronesia 
and Fiji. - S. Japan to Australia. 

RED-BARRED SANDPERCH Parapercis multiplicaca 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) Sandperches · Plngwpedidae 
ID: Whitish With 8 narrow red bars below back each 
cont.alrUilg a P8lf of small dark spots red or black spot on 
belly above ventral fin base. Solitary or form small groups. 
Sand and rubble bottoms of clear water reefs m 25 -40 m. 
Pacific: S.W. Japan lndonesia. N. AllStraba. Papua New GUIDea. 
New Caledonia to Pitcalm L east of French Polynesia. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

RED-SPOnED SANDPERCH ParapercJS schawnslandJ 
SlZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Sandperches- Pinguipedidae 
ID: White with 8·9 red to brownish bars or pairs of large spots, 
red 1st dorsal fin and pair of small dark spots on tail base; 
lunate tail. Solitary or form groups. Sand and rubble bottoms 
of seaward reef slopes in 10-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Guam and Palau in Micronesia, Hawaii 
and Pitcairn I. in east Pacific.-S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

NOSESTRIPE SANDPERCH Parapercis lineopunctata 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Sandperches- Pinguipedidae 
ID: White with darkish saddles on back and narrow bars 
aligned between saddles on sides; black stripe from snout 
through eye. Solitary or form small groups. Usually on clean 
sand near reefs in 5-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

JAVA SANDPERCH Parapercis xanthozona 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Sand perches -Pinguipedidae 
ID: Mottled shades of reddish brown on back. white below 
with 10 red body bars each marked with central black spot; 
3 bars on lower head, yellowish streaks on tail. Solitary or 
form small groups. Sand and rubble bottoms near coastal 
reefs in 2-20 m. 
Localized: Known only from Java and Bali m Indonesia. 

Red-spotted Sondperch · Voria1ion 
ID: Individuals below 15 m frequently exhibit pinkish hue. 
Unlike most sandperches that remain on the bottom, this 
species frequently hovers in mid-water feeding on zooplankton. 

Nosestripe Sandperch · Juvenile 
SlZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: White with narrow black stripe from snout through eye and 
on back to tail base, a 2nd narrow stripe below from eye to mid· 
body. This marking pattern occasionally occuts on adults. 

YELLOWTAIL SANDPERCH Parapercissp 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '12 in.) Sandperches -Pinguipedidae 
ID: White undercolor: irregular dark markings on back with 
9 gray to black bars on side with 2 rows of black spots 
between; yellow to greenjsh yellow tail. Solitary or form 
small loose groups. Sand and rubble bottoms near coastal 
reefs in 3-20m. 
Localized: Bali and eastward in lndonesaa. 
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Sandperches - Lizardfishes 

BLACKFIN SANDPERCH Parapercis snyden 
SIZE:~ 11 em (4 '1• in.) Sandperches • Pinguipecl!clae 
ID: Whitish to reddish or pmk undercolor with 5 brown ~ 
reddtsh brown saddles on back and 8·9 darkish bars on 
stde, dark margm on tail, black 1st dorsal fm. Sand and 
rubble bottoms near reefs in 10 · 40 m 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan, Korea, lndonesta, Papua New Gwnea 
and Great Barner Reef. 

WHimTRIPE SANDPERCH .ParaperCJSSP 
SIZE: ~ 23 em (9ul.) Sand perches • Pinguipecl!clae 
ID: Mole· WhitiSh~ brownish; about 6 U·shaped dark saddles 
on back and about 10 bars on lower side: wlut!Sh stripe from 
pectOral fm ~upper tail base, orange bands on cheek. Solitary 
or form small groups. Silty bo~ms near reefs in 10-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Singapore, Philipp10es, Indonesia and Palau 
m Micronesia. 

CLOUDED UZARDFISH Saurida nebulosa 
SJZE: ~ 20 em (8 m.) Ltzardf1shes • Synodonudae 
ID: Very similar to Slender Lizardfish !previousJ, but 
distinguished by its shorter pectoral fins, rear edge does 
not extend to above ventral fin base or 4·6 scales from 1st 
dorsal fin Solitary. Sand and silt bo~rns m 2·60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Mawitius ~ Manana Is and Palau in Micronesta. 
Hawau and French Polynesia and Great Barner Reef. 
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Blo<klin Sandperdt ·Variation 
ID: Occastonally only fa10t bars on lower s1de and diSplay a 
cluster of pearl y spots on lower gill cover and belly. All 
vanauons have a pearly line ~~;~arking in front and another 
under the eye. 

SLENDER UZARDJISH 
SJZE: ~ 28 em (11m.) 

Saunda graCihs 
~dfishes-Synodonudae 

ID: Mottled gray ~ brown; 3 dark or dHfuse bars on rear 
body; lme pattern on bps and VIS!ble teeth when mouth closed. 
So!Jtary. Sand or silty bot~ms near protected reefs~ 12 rn. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Marquesas 
ls. in French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Cl£ARFIN UZARDFISH Synodus dermacogenys 
SIZE: ~ 20 em {8 10.) Lizardfishes · Synodontidae 
ID: Mottled gray to brown; 6 saddles across back, 8 ·9 dark 
diamond-shaped spots frequently with pale centers along 
mid-side. dUSter of 6 dark spots on snout tip. Solitary, 10 paus 
or small groups. Sand or rubble bo~rns to 70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa and to Hawau and 
Marquesas Is. 10 French Polynesia. · S. W. Japan ~ Australia. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

lWOSPOT UZARDFISH Synodus bmotatus 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 f, Ill.) Lizardlishes -Synodonudae 
ID: MouJed gray to brown; parr of dark spots on np of snout, 
severaii!Tegular brown to red bars on side and row of blotches 
on lower side. Solitary or m pairs. Rubble or hVJng coral of 
seaward reefs m1 -30 m, but usually less than 10m. 
Indo -Pacific: Gull of Aden to and Haw au. Truwan to Great 
Barner Reef. 

REEF UZARDFISH Synodus vanegatus 
SIZE: to 24 em (9\n.) Lizardlishes -Synodonudae 
ID: Gray to brown to red with about 6 blotchy saddles; darkish 
strip interspersed with pale blotches on mid-side, white 
stripe below interspersed with dark rectangular markings. 
Solitary or in paus. Usually on coral or rock bottoms m 5-60 m 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and DuCie I 
east of French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to A usualla. 

REDMARBl£0 LIZARDFISH Synodus rubromannoracus 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/• Ln.) Lizardfishes -Synoclonudae 
ID: Relauvely small compared to other lizardftshes: reddish 
brown Wtth red or pmk head markings. series of irregular 
hourglass-shaped red body saddles. Solitary or form small 
groups. Sand and rubble, mainly near seaward reefs in 5-50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Taiwan, Indonesia. Philippmes, Guam m 
Micronesia, New Gumea. Solomon Is. and Great Barrier Reef. 

BLACKBLOTCH LIZARDFISH Synodus jaculum 
SIZE: to 14 em (5'/z m.) Llzardfishes -Synodonudae 
ID: Mottled gray to brown With bars across back and diamond
shaped spotS on sides, distinguished by black band around 
tail base. Solitary, in paus or small groups.; oocasionally SWJm 
high above bottom Sand and rubble bottoms in 2-88 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E Afnca and to Line ls and 
Society Is. in French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia 

Reef Lizordfish - Phase 
ID: Often pale or darken markings. 

SNAK£FISH 
SIZE: to25cm(10m.) 

Trachmocephalus myops 
Llzardlishes - Synodonudae 

ID: Brown to brownish yellow stripes alternate with pale 
blue stripes; dark to vague bars, black spot on upper rear 
gill opening; short rounded and upturned snout. Solitary, 
often buried except for eyes. Sand bottoms in 3-400 m. 
Circumtropical: Absent m E. Paciftc. 
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Pearlfishes - Jawfishes 

SllVIR PEARLFISH 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• in.) 

Encheliophis homei 
Pearlfishes · Carapidae 

ID: Translucent with silvery head, dark body organs and 
backbone; elongate tapering body. Live in body cavity of 
large sea cucumbers, entering through anus, leave host to 
feed at night. Sand and rubble areas to 30 m. 
Indo · Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Society Is . 
m French Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Ausualia. 

PAPUAN JAWFISH OpislOgllathus papuensis 
SIZE: to 45 em (17'/• in.) Jawfishes • Opistognathidae 
ID: Pale brown to light gray with black round and elongate 
spots. Solitary. Inhabit rock-lined burrows on sand and 
rubble bottoms near reefs in 5-60 m. 
Localized: N. Australia a nd New Guinea. 

SOLOR JAWFISH Opistognathus solorensis 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Jawfishes • Opistognathidae 
ID: Mottled in shades of tan to yellow-brown to red-brown; 
1 or 2 dark oblong spots on front of dorsal fin, 4·5 white 
spots below dorsal fin, 2 faint bars on upper lip extent into 
upper mouth. Solitary.lnbabit rock-lined burrows on sand and 
rubble bottoms in 10·45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Taiwan, Philippines and Indonesia 
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DARWIN JAWFISH 
OpislOgllathllS 
darwiniensis 
SIZE: 45em(17'/dn.) 
Jawfishes · 
Opistognathidae 
ID: Tan with small 
brown spots and 
blotches; yellowish 
fins with prominent 
bands or spots, pale
rimmed black spot 
on front of dorsal 
fin. Solitary. lnbabit 
rock-lined burrows 
on tidal flats and 
coastal reefs to 10 m. 
Localized: N. W. 
Australia to Gulf 
of Carpentaria, 
Queensland in 
Australia. 

WASS'S JAWFISH Opistognathussp. 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Jawfishes · Opistognatbidae 
ID: Red brown; white blotches on head and double row 
of large white blotches on body, prominent wlute-edged black 
spot on front of dorsal fin. Solitary. Inhabit rock-lined burrows 
on sand and rubble bottoms in 10· 45 m. 
West Pacific: Philippines, Indonesia. Papua New Guinea. 
Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea and Fiji. 

~~~~---.... 

ANOAMAN JAWFISH OpJStognatlws sp. 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Jawfishes • Opistognatbidae 
ID: Dark brown head with blue spots, yellow-brown front 
body gradating to blue rear body and yellow tail. Solitary. 
Inhabit rock-lined burrows on sand and rubble bottoms 
near reefs in 5-25 m. 
Localized: E. Andaman Sea off Sumatra, Malaysia, and 
Thailand. 



Elongate Sand & Burrow Dwellers 

YULOWBARRED JAWFISH Opistognat.hus sp. 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 '1• in.) Jawfishes · Opistognathidae 
ID: Dark brown upper head and white body; 8·10 pale yellow 
to orange body bars, bright yellow mark on front of upper 
iris , yellowish dorsal, anal and tail fins, black spot on front 
of dorsal fin. Inhabit rock-lined burrows on sand and rubble 
bottoms near reefs in 5·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Borneo, Indonesia and Philippines. 

VARIABLE JAWFISH 
Opistogant.hus sp 
SIZE : to 10 em 
(4 in.) Jawfishes · 
Opistoganthus 
ID : Whitish , but 
during courtship 
males turn blue 
Jpictured l and 
females orange ; 
8 evenly spaced 
double spots to 
blotches on lower 
dorsal fin and 7-8 
darkish mid-lateral 
blotches. Solitary. 
Inhabit rock-lined 
burrows on sand and 
rubble bottom. 
Asian Pacific: 
Indonesia, 
Philippines and 
Palau in Micronesia. 

BROWNBLOTCH JAWFISH Opiscognat.hus sp 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Jawfishes · Opistognathidae 
ID: Whitish with brown mottling on upper head; row of 
large brown mid-lateral blotches or spots , darkish 
dorsal fin with whitish marks on spines. Solitary. Inhabit 
rock-lined burrows on sand and rubble bottoms. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Taiwan, Sulawesi 
and Waigeo I. in Indonesia. 

Yellowbarred Jawlish ·Male 
ID: This species can be identified when only their heads 
protrude from burrows by the bright yellow mark on front 
of upper iris. Males mouthbrood clutches of eggs for five to 
seven days. 

CHESTNUT JAWFISH 
Op1stognathus sp. 
SIZE : to to em 
(4 in.) Jawfishes • 
Opistognathidae 
ID: Nearly uniform 
chesmut to yellowish 
brown; bluish lower 
jaw, dorsal and 
ventral fins . 
Solitary. Inhabit 
rock-lined burrows 
on sand and rubble 
bottoms. 
Asian Pacific: 
Indonesia, Philippines 
and Vanuatu. 

DENDRITIC JAWFISH Opistognatbus dendritJcus 
SIZE: to 25 em (9' /• in.) Jawfishes · Opistognathidae 
ID: Large; yellowish brown with dark brown spots and 
branching blotches; brown " mask" through eye, narrow 
white margin on dorsal fin and black blotch between 3rd and 
5th spines. Solitary. lnhabit rock-lined burrows on sand and 
rubble bottoms near reefs in 2 • 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sabah inN. Borneo and Philippines. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 14 

Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 
Tbis ID Group consists of small, elongate, typically bottom-dwelling species in the family Gobiidae. 

Typical Shape 

FAMILY: Gobies - Gobiidae 
45 Genera- 191 Species Included 

Typical Shape Genus Gobiodon 

Gobies are the largest family of marine fishes with more than 1,600 species in 220 genera currently 
classified. Approximately 500 species in 212 genera inhabit the Indo-Pacific region; however, numerous 
species still remain undescribed. 

Most of the small carnivores live on bottom habitats varying from coral reefs to sand flats. Gobies 
feed on tiny crustaceans, including shrimps, copepods, worms, sponges and mollusks. A few species 
dine on drifting plankton just above the bottom. Gobies have distinct two-part dorsal fins and ventral 
fins that join, or nearly join, beneath the body forming cup-shaped discs. 

A large group of gobies live on the open sand. Because of the danger from roving predators, a 
few species excavate subterranean dwellings ; however, a large number of species, known as shrimp 
gobies, survive by sharing burrows with snapping shrimps from genus Alpbeus. The nearly-blind 
shrimps need the sharp-eyed gobies to warn of danger, while the gobies need a ready-made place 
to hide. Throughout the day the shrimps industriously maintain extensive winding tunnels connecting 
two or three enlarged chambers by continually hauling dirt up from below. Passages are typically 
one inch in diameter, two to four feet long and run a few inches beneath the surface. The instability 
of shifting sands in the upper sections requires constant maintenance and new burrow openings 
must be dug frequently. While the shrimps toil, the gobies perch near the burrow openings acting 
as sentinels, except, now and again, when they dart a few inches away to grab a mouthful of sand 
that is filtered for food . When the shrimps appear above ground, they nearly always keep at least 
one antenna in contact with the gobies' bodies, usually near their tails. Warning signals range from 
a slight tail twitch, indicating caution, to a thrash for alarm. Once the warning is given, the time it 
takes for the duo to disappear can be measured in tenths of a second. 

Because of their vigilant nature, the burrowmates are difficult, but not impossible, to approach 
closely. Once a goby is sighted, remain still for a minute or two before moving slowly in its direction. 
To get a good view of the shrimps bulldozing their entranceways is worth the effort. They battle the 
shifting sands like power robots - heaving and hoisting, poking and plowing. Using their single 
enlarged snapping claws, the mini-titans lift shell fragments twice their weight, often to have the 
tunnel collapse for their efforts. 
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Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

MAGNIFICINT SHRIMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 

Flabelligobius sp. 
Gobies- Gobiidae 

ID: Dark body with pale spots and bars; huge orang ish or 
gray fan-shaped 1st dorsal fin with dark mosaic markings 
and huge orange fan-shaped tail with blue lines radiating 
fTo m tail base. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand 
bottoms in 15-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan to Bali in Indonesia. 

flAGTAil 
SHRIMPGOBY 
Amblyeleotlis yano1 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) 
Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: White with Slight 
brown diliuse bars, 
yellow and orange 
tail with blue line 
markings and blue 
stripes on 2nd dorsal 
and anal fins; dark 
bar markings on 
white iris. Share 
burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Lagoon and 
seaward reef s lopes 
in 3-35m 
Asian Pacific: Bali in 
Indonesia to Palau 
and Papua New 
Guinea, noltb to S. W. 
Japan. 

AURORA SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotris aurora 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Wrute with 5 brown bands with diffuse margins. yellow 
tail with red markings; oblique redd.ish brown band a t 
rear comer of mouth. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. 
Sandy slopes of lagoons and seaward reefs in 5-40 m. 
Indian Ocean: East Airica and Aldabra to Maldives and 
Andaman Sea. 

~ 
RANDAU'S SHRIMPGOIY Amblyeleotns randalh 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/a in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: White with 6-7 orange bars on head and body; tall 1st 
dorsal fin w ith pale-edged black spot. Share burrow w ith 
alpheid shrimp. Under overhangs and shallow caves on 
steep outer reef slopes and dropoffs in 15-48 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Fiji, nonh to S. W. 
Japan. 

flagtail Shrimpgoby · Variation 
ID: Brownish yellow narrow bars between wide diffuse 
brown bars. All variations may have a yellow tail t.hat lacks 
the dramatic markings seen to left. 

SPOTlll> SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotris guttar.a 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: White ; bright orange spots on head and body, dark band 
under rear head and another on belly, whitish iris with black 
markings. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sandy bottoJns 
of lagoons and seaward reef slopes in 4 · 35 m. 
West Pacific: Philippines and Indonesia to Samoa. · S.W. Japan 
to Australia 
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Gobies 

SliiNITZ' SHRIMPGOBY Amblye/eotris sceim!ZJ 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: White w ith 5 brown bars on head and body; dark iris , 
t iny yellow spots on both dorsal fins , narrow orange bars 
betw een dark body bars. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. 
Lagoon and outer reef slopes in 6-35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Great Barrier Reef and Samoa, 
north to Micronesia and S. W. Japan. 

REDBARRED SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotris sp. 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Tan with 5 reddish brown bars, yellowish tail ; black 
band behind eye with blue line borders, orange spots on 
dorsal fins. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand bottoms 
of lagoons and sheltered coastal reefs in 12 -35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 

ltAIIEDH£AD SHRIMPGOBY Amb/yeleotris gymnocephala 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Tan with 5 brown diffuse bars on side; dark markings 
on back between bars, may display dark brown stripe 
behind eye and thin brown bar below eye. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Lagoons and seaward slopes in 5-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia and N .w. Australia to Marshall Is. 
in Micronesia. 
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Steinitz' Shrimpgoby - Variation 
ID: Brown bars sligllUy narrower and no narrow orange bars ; 
dark to black iris in all variations. 

SLAHTBAR SHRIMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1• in.) 

Amb/ye/eotris diagona/is 
Gobles - Gobiidae 

ID: White with 5 brown bands on side and 2 narrow bands 
on head, yellow anal fin with blue margin. Share burrow 
with alpheid sluimp. Sandy slope of lagoon and seaward reef 
slopes in 6-30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Solomon Is. and 
Great Barrier Reef. 

EYEBROW SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotris sp. 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 ' /dn.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale tan with 5 reddish brown bars ; brown spotting on 
pale spaces, dark bar or blotch above and behind eye, red 
edge and spots on dorsal fins, red border on anal fin. Share 
burrow with alpheid shrimp. Coastal sand slopes in 7-25 m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

ARCFIN SHRIMPGOBT Amblyeleocris arcupinna 
SIZE: to 8 5 em (3 'I• in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Tan with 5 brown bars with diffuse edges: arc-shaped 
mark on first dorsal fin, dark wedge-shaped mark below eye, 
often dark brown speckling on back. Share burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Sand bottoms of lagoons and sheltered reefs in 10 · 30 m. 

Asian Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to New Britain and Milne Bay 
Province in E. Papua New Guinea. 

~-

GIANT SHRIMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 17 em(6'1• in.) 

Amblyeleocris fontanesil 
Gobies- Gobiidae 

ID: Large, about twice the length of similar species; white 
with 5 brown bars ; small orange spots on head. Share 
burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand bottoms of lagoons and 
sheltered reefs in 5 · 30m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in W. Indonesia to Palau and Papua 
New Guinea, north to S. W. Japan. 

RED-MARGIN SHRIMPOOBY Amblyeleocris sp. 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/, in.} Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale brown with 5·61ight brown bars and dark speckles on 
back: upper iris and head behind eyes dark brown. red margin 
on dorsal fins and upper tail. Share burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Coastal bays and estuaries in 2-20 m. 
Localized: Currently known only from Bali in Indonesia. 

FRECKLED SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotiissp. 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/• in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Tan with 6 red-brown bars: orange spots on head, pale
edged reddish spots on dorsal fins, blue stripes on anal 
fin. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Coastal sand slopes 
in 8-28 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

FIVE-BAR ~HRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotnssp 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '1. in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Tan With 5 dark brown bars with pale borders ; dark 
wedge-shaped bar below eye, black spot on base of first 
dorsal fin. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Possibly 
juvenile A. fontanesii. Sandy lagoons in 5-40 m. 
Localized: N. Papua New Guinea, including New Britain. 

BROAD-BANDED SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotiis periophthalma 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.} Gobles - Gobiidae 
ID: Tan with six dark brown bars on head and side; irregular 
brown blotches between bars, dark-ringed orange spots on 
head. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand bottoms of 
lagoons and seaward slopes in 3 ·35m. 
East Indo · West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Samoa. - S. W. Japan 
to Great Barrier Reef. 
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SIZE: to 8 an (3 m.) 
ID: Whitish Wllh 7 relatively narrow reddish bars. mcludmg 
through eye and on tall base: yellow spots on head and front 
of body. Share burrow Wllh alpheid shrimp. Patches of coarse 
sand in lagoons and on outer slopes m 5-25 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Christmas I. to Great Barrier Reef 
and Samoa, north to Manana Is. in Micronesta. 

GORGEOUS SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotns wheeleri 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Gobtes • Gobtidae 
ID: Stx dark red bars with yeUowish spaces between: 
scattered red spots on head and blue spots on body, blue
edged red stnpe on anal fin. Share burrow wllh alpheid 
shrimp. Lagoon and outer reef slopes in 2-28 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E Afnca and Red Sea to N.W. Australia 
and Great Barner Reef. north to Marsball Is. and S. Japan 

ILUE-S f(KL£0 SHRIHPGOBY Cryprocencrus caemlPomacuJarus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3m.) Gobtes • Gobudae 
ID: About 8 lrregular greerush brown bars with narrow pale 
spaces between: tiny blue spots and pmk to reddtsh 
markmgs on head and body. Share burrow With alpheld 
shnmp. Lagoon and sheltered reefs to 6 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to N.W. Australia and Great 
Barrier Reef, north to Martana Is. in Micronesia and S. Japan. 
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VOLCANO SHRlMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Ambyeleotns rhyax 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: White with 3 or more reddtsh brown body bars: rear 
slannng reddish brown band below eye, yellow spots on head 
and body. Share burrow Wllh alphetd shnmp. Rubble and sand 
m caves and canyons of seaward reefs and slopes in 30-45 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines, Palau and New Britain east of 
Papua New Guinea to Great Barner Reef. 

WIDt·BARRfD SHRIMPGOBY Amblyeleotlis Jati!asciata 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Gobtes- Gobiidae 
ID: Brown, may have 3-4 broad dark bars: bluish spots on 
head. orange spots on body, pale-edged orange spots on 1st 
dorsal fm and on tips of 2nd. Share burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Sand bortoms of lagoons and seaward reefs in 5-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Malaystan Penmsula and Pbilippines. 

Blue-spe<kled Shrimpgoby - Variation 
ID: Greenish dorsal fms wtth reddJsh markings, body bars 
dJffuse and indistinct. Both vanauons have tiny blue spots 
and pink to red markmgs on head and body and darkish bars 
on anal fin. 
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BANDED SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus Cinctus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/z in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Yellow to gold with white to blue spotting on head, upper 
body and dorsal fins ; may display faint bars. Share burrow 
with alpheid shrimp. Sheltered sand and mud bottoms in 2 · 
15m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Australia, north to 
Palau and Chuuk in Micronesia and S. W. Japan. 

Banded Shrimpgoby · Variation 
ID: Pale with 4·5 dark bars, occasionaUy with pale narrow 
bars between; white to blue spotting on head, dorsal, 
pectoral and ventral fins. Commonly in pairs of the same 
variation, bu t occasionaUy pair with other variations. 

BARRED SHRIMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Cryptocentrus !asCJatus 
Gobies. Gobiidae 

ID: Pale with 4 brown occasionaUy irregular bars ; white or 
bluish streaks and spots on head, ventral and anal fins, 
unmarked dorsal fins. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. 
Sheltered sand and mud bottoms to 15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Solomon Is. and 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Banded Shrimpgoby · 
Variation 
ID: Dark brown; 
white spotting 
on head, pectoral, 
ventral and dorsal 
fins. All variations 
usuaUy with one of 
two shrimp species: 
Alpheus djeddensis 
or A. ochrostriatus; 
shrimp commonly 
in pairs. 

LAGOON SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus cyanotaenia 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Gobles· Gobiidae 
ID: Gray with 14· 15 narrow white bars; white line and spot 
markings on head, yellow margin on 1st dorsal fin, blue 
streaks on 2nd dorsal, anal and tail fins. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Sheltered reefs to 10 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java in Indonesia to Palau and Papua New Guinea. 

Barred Shrimpgoby · Variation 
ID: Dark brown with several whitish saddles on top of head and 
along back; small white or blue spots or streaks on head ventral 
and anal fins: wunarked dorsal fins. 
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IN!XPUCAJLE SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus mexphcatus 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Grayish with several dark bars on side; 3-4 black spots 
on rear edge of gill cover, irregular dark markings on top of 
head (someumes cheek) and upper body. Share burrow With 
alphe1d shnmp. Sheltered reefs to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Ph1hppmes and Palau, north to 
S.W. Japan. 

SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Gob1es -Gobudae 
ID: Pale brown w1th 6-7 browmsh body bars; pmk to red 
spots and smaller white spots on head, back and dorsal fms. 
Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sheltered sand and mud 
bottoms to 10 m, often near mangroves. 
Asian Pacific: W. Australia and Indonesia to New Caledonia, 
north to S. W. Japan. 

BLUE TAilED SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus pavomo1des 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '11 in.) Gobles- Gobiidae 
ID: Brown with faint narrow yellow body bars, yellow anal 
fin; wh1te to blue spots on head, blue streaks on tail, black 
spot nea.r tip or 1st dorsal fin . Share burrow with alpheld 
shnmp. Lagoon and outer reef slopes to 15m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to lndonesta. Plullppmes and South 
ChmaSea 
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AUSTRAliAN SHRIMilGOIV 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Cryptocem.rus IJJS!gnitus 
Gobles - Gobiidae 

ID: Pale brown With white spottmg; several irregular brown 
bars or saddles on body, Jarg11 ocellated spot on 1st dorsal 
hn Share burrow With alphe1d shrunp. Sheltered sand and 
mud bottoms in 4-35 m. 
Localized: N.W. Australla. from Kunberleycoast to DarWin area 

ID: Pale brown with broad rrregular brown bands, several 
black spots on mid-side, 1st bordered with white spots. 
Share burrow With alphe1d shrimp. Lagoon and shallow 
shoreline reefs to 10 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Afnca to Australia and Samoa, north 
to Marshall Is. in Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

BtACKTIP SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus po/yophthalmus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• m.) Gobles - Gobtidae 
ID: Pale gray with about5 dark bands or rrtid-lateral blotches; 
dark brown bar below eye, brown spotting on back, oceUated 
spot on 1st dorsal fin. Share burrow with alpheid shnmp. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs m 2-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a and Papua New Gumea, mcludmg 
NewBntam. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

BLUESPOT SHRIMPGOBY 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) 

Cryptocentrus sp. 
Gobles - Gobiidae 

lD: Two Variations- Both brown w ith pale upper head and 
blue spots. Variation 1 - About 8 narrow whitish body bars. 
Variation 2- Lack bars; 2 pale saddles below 1st dorsal fin. 
Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand areas to 16m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Sabah inN. Borneo, Philippines and 
Palau, north to S.W. Japan. 

~=-----------~----~ 

VINTRAI.-BARRlD SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrus sp 
SIZE: to 10.5 em (4 in.) Gobles- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale with dark brown bars (may run from back to belly or 
only on back) ; pair of brown spots behind mouth and on gill 
cover, bar on upper pectoral fin base. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Lagoon and shoreline reefs in 2 • 20 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andarnan Sea to Palau in Micronesia 
and Papua New Guinea, north to S.W. Japan. 

SADDL!D SHRIMPGOBY Cryptocent!lls Jeucostictus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/ • in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Dark brown with white lips, snout and top of head; 
several white saddles on back. Share burrow with a large 
undescribed alpheid shrimp. Sand bottoms of lagoons and 
seaward reefs in 2-25 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Australia, Samoa 
and Tonga, north to S.W. Japan. 

YEllOW SHRIMPGOIY Cryptocentrussp. 
SIZE: to 7.5 ern (3 in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Yellow, including fins; lack distinguishing marks. Share 
burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand areas of lagoons and 
coastal reefs in 5-25 m. 
Localized: N. Papua New Guinea. 

Ventral-barred Shrimpgoby- Variation 
ID: Yellow to yellowish with blue spots on head, pale to yellow 
fins with no spots: often have fainter bars of previous 
variation; all variations have pair of brown spots behind 
mouth and another on gill cover. 

HACK SKRIMPGOBY Cryptocentrussp 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/ • in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Black with tiny blue spots on head and body: yellowish 
or white outer half of 1st dorsal fin. large black spots on pale 
2nd dorsal fi n. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand 
areas of sheltered lagoons in 6-15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Palau in Micronesia, New Guinea and Vanuatu. 
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SIZE: to 55 an (2'/• IlL) 
ID: Pale gray w1tb diffuse dusky blotches and numerous 
orange lines and spots; wlute spot on upper pectoral hn 
base and another on 1m. Sbare burrow witb alpbe1d sbnmp. 
Lagoon and seaward reef slopes in 2·20 m. 
West Pacific: lndonesta and Pbilippines to Samoa. nonh to 
S.W. Japan. 

S~ND SHRIMPGOIY Ctenogob10ps feroculus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) Gobles· Gobiidae 
ID: Whitish with dusky elliptical spots encircled by uny blue 
spotS; 1st dorsal ray elongate in adults, white spot on pectOral fin; 
lack orange spots on bead of similar Silverspot Shrimpgoby 
{previous). Lagoon and ooasta1 reefs in 1· 10 m 
Asian Pacific: Red Sea to New Caledonia, nonh to Guam m 
Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

TAHG~RO~ SHRIMPGOIY CtenogobJOps tangaroaJ 
SIZE: to 6 em (2'1• IlL) Gob1es • Gobudae 
ID: Wlutish w1th orange spots interspersed with tmy wlute 
or bluish spots; white spot on pectoral fin base; very tall 1st 
dorsal fin. Share burrow with alpbeid sbnmp. Lagoon and 
outer reef slopes in 2-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Pbilippines to E. Australia and 
Samoa, nonh to S.W. Japan. 
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SILVERSPOT SHRIMPGOIY Ctenogob10ps crocmeus 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Wluusb wttb dusky elllpucal spots encucled by tiny blue 
spots; tiny orange spots be bind eye, wlute spot on pectoral 
fm. Sbare burrow With alpheld shrimp. Coarse sand and 
rubble areas of lagoons and coastal reefs to 15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Palau and Great Barrier Reef, 
nonh to S.W. Japan. 

GOLD·SPICIUED SHRIMPGOBY Ctenogob10ps pomasdcws 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Whitish with brown elliptical spots encircled by tiny blue 
spots; white spot on pectoral fm, small orange spot between 
elliptical spots on mid-side. Share burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Sheltered reefs m 2 • 25 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. AUStralia to Solomon Is., nonh to Mariana Is. 
m Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

WHITECAP SHRI~PGOBY LotJlia graciliosa 
SIZE: to 4.5 an (1 'I• m.) Gobtes · Gobtidae 
ID: Dark brown with white band from snout to dorsal tin; 
ocellated spot on 1st dorsal hn, clear pectoral and tail fins 
wtth large brown spots. Share burrow with alpbeid shrimp. 
Sand bottoms of lagoon and coastal reefs m 5-40 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea to Great Barrier Reef and Fijl, 
north to s. w. Japan. 
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FLAGFIN SHRIMPGOBY MalJJdoha mystaCina 
S!ZE: to 7 an (2 '/· m.) Gobles· Gobudae 
ID: Male · Yellow to gray Wlth dark body bands; tall pomted 
1st dorsal fm Wlth several dark spots on margms. Share 
burrow w1th alphe1d shnmp. Fine silt bottoms of lagoon and 
seaward reef slopes m 5-25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Society ls. in French Polynes1a. 
· s. Japan to Australia. 

Flaglin Shrimpgaby • Female Variation 
ID: Gray to brown with dark body bands; large sall·like 1st dorsal 
fin WJUJ band markings. 

BlUEFlN SHRIMPGOBY MyeTS11Ullarsonae 
S!ZE: to 6 an (2 '/dn.) Gob1es • Goblldae 
ID: Gray; blue band or row of spots behmd eye and llun blue 
mid-lateral smpe: tall blue 1st dorsal ftn w1th red streaks 
and blue stripes in 2nd dorsal. anal and tall fins. Share 
burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sheltered reefs in 20·40 m. 
LocaJJzed: Kimberley coast of N.W. Australla. 

Flogfin Shmnpgoby • Female Variation 
ID: Yellow-gold Wlth dark body bands: large sail-like 1st dorsal 
fin with several band rnarktngs. 

BLACKLINE SHRIMPGOBY MyerSina mgrivirgata 
SJZE: to 10 an (4 in.) Gobies · Gobtidae 
ID: Whitish to pale gray to pale brown or bright yellow; 
darkish brown to blackish stripe from eye to tail base, 
orange or white spots on head. Share burrow with alpheid 
shrimp. Sheltered bays and lagoons in 2·20 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a and Philippmes. north to S. Japan. 

BLUE SHRIMPGOBY MyelS1Il8 sp 
S!ZE: to 5 an (2 m.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Brilliant blue m natural bght: several filaments extend from 
spine of 1st dorsal fin. blue margins on fins. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Mud bottoms and estuaries in 3·20 m. 
Localized: Bali to N. Sulawesi in Indonesia. 
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llACl SPEAR SHRIMPGOIY Myersina lachnen 
SIZE: 1.0 5 em (Z in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Gra}'lSh brown; very tall dark 1st dorsal spme with back 
front edge; pale stripe from eye 1.0 upper tall base, blue edge 
on 2nd dorsal and upper tall fins Share burrow with alpheid 
shrunp. Sand and silt bottoms of sheltered reefs in 2·10 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bah m Indonesia 1.0 Papua New GIWlea. includ!ng 
New Bntal!l. 

SIZE: 1.0 6 em (2 'I• m.) 
ID: Wlute to pale brown With yellow snout and 4 pale edged 
black bands; tall black-edged 1st dorsal spine. Share burrow 
With alpheid shrimp. Lagoon and outer reef slopes in 5 ·25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippmes to E. Australia and 
Samoa, north 1.0 s.w. Japan. 

SIZE: to 6 em (Z 'I• in.) 
10: White with red stripes; tall 1st dorsal fin spine with 
triangular black spot on middle of fin, remaining fins 
yellowish or with yellow spotting. Share burrow with alpheid 
shnmp. Seaward sand slopes m 15·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia 1.0 Coral Sea, nonh to S. Japan. 
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WHITE-EYE SHRIMPOOBY 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Myersina sp. 
Gobies · Gobildae 

ID: Brown to gray with several dark saddles along back; 
white upper eye, blue streaks on anal and tall fins. Genenc 
classification uncertam. Share burrow w1th alpheid shrunp. 
Sand bottoms near ooastal reefs m 2·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

SIZE: 1.0 6 em (2 ·/· m.) 
ID: White With yellow snout and 4 black bands, sall·hke 
1st dorsal fln, often with black rear border extendmg from 
2nd band. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sand slopes of 
seaward reefs in 15 · 25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Great Barrier Reef and Fiji, north 
1.0 S. Japan. 

SIZE: 1.0 6cm(2 '/• m.) 
10: White with yellow snout and nape; arching dark brown 
to blackish marking from gill cover to above pectoral fin 
base. row of dark spots along back. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Seaward sand slopes in 20·40 m. 
Localized: Marquesas Is m French Polynesia. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

MONStER SHRIMPGOIT Tomiyamichthys olli 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Male • White with numerous large blackish blotches and 
small brown spots; tall rounded 1st dorsal fin with pale· 
edged black spot. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. 
Sheltered sand slopes in 10 · 30 m. 
East lndo ·Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Indonesia and 
Palau, north to s. Japan. 

YEUOWfiN SHRIMPGOBY To1111yaauchthys sp. 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Male· Several wide body bars, tall filamentous first dorsal 
fin, yellow pectoral fins. female· Same as male but tall 1st 
dorsal fin not filamented. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. 
Sheltered sand slopes in 15-40 m. 
Localized: Known only from Indonesia. 

IATED SHRIMPGOIT Tomiyamichthys sp. 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Gobles · Gobiidae 
ID: Mottled dark brown front body and pale brown blotched 
rear; fan-shaped 1st dorsal fin with protruding filaments and 
blue spot. Status of genus Tomiyamichtllysquestionable. Share 
burrow with alpheid stuimp. Sand and rubble bottoms in 3· 20 m. 
Localized: Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia and Sabah in 
N. Borneo. 

Monster Shrimpgoby • Female 
ID: White with scattering of large brown blotches and small 
spots; dark band extends from lower eye; tall triangular 1st 
dorsal fin with small black and white spot. 

RIGHriN SHRlMPGOJY Tomiyamichchyssp 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Irregular brown saddles on upper body, white below 
with black blotches and brown bars; short filaments and 
pair of black spots on 1st dorsal fin. Share burrow with 
alpheid shrimp. Sheltered sand slopes in 15·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, north to S. Japan. 

REDffill 5Kl!IMI'GOJT Not Classified 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '12 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Pale with diffuse bars on side; dense dark blotches on 
head and 1st dorsal fin, red pupil; elongate 1st dorsal spine 
and elongate nostril tubes. Status of genus and species 
uncertain. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Coastal sand 
slopes in 15-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 
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SIZE: to 6 em (2 /, m.) 

ID: Wluush w1th 4 tapenng brown saddles; numerous dark 
edged orange spots on bead and body. Share burrow With 
alphe1d shrimp. Sand and rubble areas m 5 ·18 m. 
Asian Pacific: Plultppmes to S. Japan. 

SPANGL£0 SHRIMPGOIY Vanderhorsaa sp 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1. ln.) Gobies • Oobiidae 
ID: Male · Pale blUish covered with yellow and blue spots; 
neon-blue smpe from snout to 1st dorsal fin; large 1st dorsal 
fin. Share burrow With alpheid shnmp. Estuaries and 
sheltered reefs in 5-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: !ndones1a and Philippines to S. Japan 

SIZE: to 7 em (2 'h m.) 
ID: Male· Yellowtsh upper body, wlunsb below; neon stnpe 
from snout to 1st dorsal, blue stripe on upper body breaks 
into spots on rear; tall 1st dorsal fin; Share burrow With 
alphe1d shnmp. Sheltered sand or silt bottoms m 5-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 
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SIZE: to 4 em (1 'h in.) Gobles • Gobudae 
ID: Pale mauve; yellow mid-lateral stnpe, thinner yellow 
stnpe on back and metalllc bl\le stnpe at base of dorsal fm, 
yellow spots on head. Share burrow Wltb alpbe1d shrimp. 
Seaward sand slopes m 20·40 m 
Localized: Currently known only from Papua New Gumea, 

NewBntam. 

Spangled Shrimpgoby • Female 
ID: Pale bluish covered with yellow and blue spots; taU large 
dorsal im marked with yellow streaks and dark blotch. 

Majestic Shrimpgoby · Female 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/: m.) Gobles · Goblidae 
ID: Pale yellowish back and wluttsh below; neon-blue stnpe 
[rom snout to 1st dorsal fm; tall 1st dorsal fin With dark 
brown marking; both sexes have blue and orange scribble 
markings on lower head and gill cover. 
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IANCEOLAT£ SfiRIMPGOilY Vanderhorstia Ianceolaza 
SIZE: to 5 em {2 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray to whitish; large brown blotches on mid-side, 
light brown spotting on back; tall 1st first dorsal fin with 
pair of pale-edged black spots. Share bUirow with alpheid 
shrimp. Lagoons and sheltered bays in 10-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Palau, north to S. 
Japan. 

AMBARORO SKRIIIWGOBY Vanderhorstia ambanoro 
SIZE: to 12 em {5 in.) Gob1es- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray or whitish; mid-lateral row of large black spots, 
smaller black spots and blotches on back, blue bordered dark 
stripe on 2nd dorsal fin extents onto tail. Share bUirow 
with alpheid shrimp. Lagoon and seaward slopes in 4-25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Barrier Reef and Samoa, north 
to S.W. Japan. ..,... __ _ 

PADANG GOBY Bathygobius padangensis 
SIZE: to 5 em {2 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Blotchy tan with brown spotting concentrated on snout; 
pa ir of dark brown bars on upper body, mid-lateral row of 
horizontally-elongate brown blotches. Intertidal reef Oats 
and exposed rocky shores to 2 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Samoa. - S. W. Japan to 
Australia. 

ORNATE SHRIMPGOIY 
SIZE: to 6 em {2 '/• in.) 

Vanderhorstia omatiSSJma 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Pale brown with blue-edged brown blotches; scattered 
blue spots on head and ventral fins; filamentous 1st dorsal 
fin. Share burrow with alpheid shrimp. Sandy shores, often 
in sea grass beds in 2 -10 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and Samoa, north 
to S. W. Japan. 

CH££K·STR£AKED GOBY 
SIZE: to 12 em {5 in.) 

Echinogobws hayashil 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Elongate; whitish body with brownish spots and blotches; 
light blue or pearly lines/streaks on head and front of 
body, blue rimmed spots on tail. Solitary on open sand or 
live in burrow without shrimp. Sheltered waters in 3-18m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: East Africa and Seychelles to Indonesia 
and Papua New Guinea. north to S.W. Japan. 

COCOS GOBY 
SIZE: to 5 em {2 in.) 

- - --....... 

Bathygobius cocosensis 
Gobies- Gobiidae 

ID: Brown with numerous white blotches; bulbous cheeks. 
Intertidal reef flats and exposed rocky shores to 2 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn I. east of French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to Australia. 
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YEUOWSTRIPE GOBY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Amblygobws hectori 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: Dark brown with 4 bright yellow stripes; black spot on 
1st dorsal fin. yellow-edged black spot on 2nd dorsal fin and 
black spot on upper tail base. Solitary. Sand bottoms near 
base of reef formations in 3-30m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and Aldabra to Indonesia and 
Palau, north to S.W. Japan. 

CaOSSHATCH GOBY Amblygobius decussatus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Pale bluish gray; about 9 orange body bars intersect 
about 5 orange stripes, 2 of the stripes extend onto head 
with dark borders. orange spot on tail base. Silt and mud and 
fine-sand bottoms of lagoons and sheltered bays in 3 · 25 m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Australia and 
New Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

HOCTURN GOBY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Amblygobws nocrumus 
Gobies • Gobiidae 

ID: Pale gray with orangish stripe from snout through eye 
and fading onto body. Solitary or in pairs. Silt and mud and 
fine-sand bottoms of lagoons and sheltered bays in 3 · 25 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Arabian Gulf to Rapa and Tuamoru Is. in French 
Polynesia. · Australia to S. W. Japan. 
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OLD GLORY Amblygobius rainfordJ 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Charcoal-gray; 5 orange stripes, row of white spots on 
upper back, yellow-edged black spot on 2nd dorsal fin and 
black spot on upper tail base. ~olitary or form small groups. 
Sand bottoms near base or reef formations in 3-30 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Fiji. · Marshall Is. 
in Micronesia to Australia. 

BUlN GOBT Amblygobius buanensis 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 'I• in.) Gobles· Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray with 3 reddish to dark stripes on upper body; 
5 diffuse dark gray blotches on mid to lower side, pair of 
white spots on tail base. Solitary or in pairs. Silty shores, 
often near mangroves to 3 ·25m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Palau in Micronesia and Papua 
New Guinea. 

Nodurn Goby · Variation 
ID: Pale gray with 2 reddish to orange stripes extending from 
head onto body and fading toward tail; small dark saddles on 
back. This variation most common in areas of black sand. 
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SP~YNX GOBY Amblygobws sphynx 
SIZE: to 16.5 em (6 '/ • in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Yellowish or greenish brown; 5·6 dark brown bars 
interspersed with white bar-like markings. Solitary or in 
pairs. Sheltered sand bottoms or seagrass beds in 1· 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Papua New Guinea and 
E. Australia, north to s. w. Japan. 

tANmll GOBY Amb/ygobius phalaena 
SIZE: to 13.5 em (5 '/• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray; greenish brown stripes on head and front of 
body, 5 white-edged gray body bars, black spot on 1st 
dorsal lin. Solitary or in pairs. Sand and rubble bottoms of 
reel fiats and sheltered shores to 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Cocos· Keeling Is. to Marquesas and Tuamotu Is. 
m French Polynesia.- Australia to S.W. Japan. 

FI!EOtL£11 OOIY Amb/ygobius bynoensis 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Tan: 3 white-edged black stripes on head, several short 
black bar-like markings on back, black spot on tail base. 
Solitary or in pairs. Silty shores, often in turbid water to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Australia, Singapore and Indonesia to Australia. 

HAlf·UND£11 GOBY Amblygobius semicinctus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Dark greeriish brown; 6 black-edged white bars on belly, 
irregular white spots on cheek and body, dark spot on upper 
tail base; filamentous 1st dorsal fin. Sand and rubble 
bottoms of reef flats and sheltered shores in 1· 20 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Africa and Seychelles to Andaman Sea. 

Banded Goby · Variation 
ID: Dark brown with only vague stripes on head and front of 
body and bars on body; black area on 1st dorsal fin. Both 
phases may display a black spot behind upper rear gill cover 
and another on upper tail near base. This variation most 
common in areas of black sand. 

SNOUTSPOT GOBY 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '/, in.) 

Amblygobius esakiae 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: Dull brownish to blue-gray; dark spots on snout, broken 
black stripe behind eye and another from gill cover through 
pectoral base onto body. In pairs . Silt or sand bottoms of 
estuaries and sheltered bays in 2-15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Indonesia, Palau in Micronesia 
and Papua New Guinea. 
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STRIPED GOBY Asterropteryx stiiatus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/• in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Brown upper body and white below; diffuse datk brown 
to blackish stripe from eye to tail, several rows of small blue 
spots on side. Solitary or form small groups. Rubble bottoms 
of sheltered coastal reefs in 10-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Palau in Micronesia and 
Papua New Guinea. 

BWEDOTGOBY Asterropteryx ensiferus 
SIZE: to 3.5 ern (1'h in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Datk brown (appeats blackish underwater) with rows of 
smaU blue spots. Commonly form latge aggregations that 
perch on, or hover above, extensive areas of rubble. Slopes 
exposed to currents on seawatd reefs in 6-40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

MANGROVE GOBY Acentrogobms Janthinopterus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'h in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Li ght gray-brown with dark brown spots and gold 
flecks; sub-matginal band on tail. Male· Elongate 1st dorsal 
fin filaments. Solitaty. Estuaries and brackish lakes, often in 
mangroves to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Australia, 
north to S.W. Japan. 
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STARRY GOBY Asterropteryx semipunctaws 
SIZE: to 6 ern (2 '/• in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Greenish brown; dark brown blotches and scribbling, 
especially on back; rows of Sjllall blue spots on head, body 
and anal lin. Solitary or form small groups. Algal-covered 
rocks and rubble of sheltered inshore reefs to 15m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Hawaii and Rapa I. in 
French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

TWINSPOT GOBY Asterropteryx bipunctatus 
SIZE: to 4 ern (1 '/• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Dusky pink with bright orange spots; white-edged datk 
blotch at base of 1st dorsal and another on tail base. 
Solitary. Sandy ledges on steep lagoon and seaward reef 
slopes in 4 ·32m. 
lndo-West Pacific: Chagos Is. to Papua New Guinea and Samoa, 
north to S.W. Japan 

CRESTED GOBY 
SIZE: to 7.5 ern (3 in.) 

Cnstatagobms Jophius 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Alternating gray and yellow body bats; cluster of white 
spots above pectoral fin, broad blackish matgin on anal fin; 
thin flap of elevated skin on top of head. Solitary. Mangrove 
estuaries and brackish lakes to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia and Philippines 
toS. Japan 
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BANDED flAP·HEAD GOBY Gallogobius hasseltii 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Tan to light brown; 3 brown bands: behind pectoral fin, 
under 2nd dorsal and on base of tail; large brown spot on belly, 
black spot upper front of tail Solitary. Sand and rubble areas 
of lagoons and inshore reefs to 12m, also tide pools. 

Indo· West Pacific: India to Fiji. · S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

SPIKEFIN GOBY Discordipinna griessingen 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: White with dark spots on head; wide, spotted red upper 
borders on dorsal and anal fins and red border on pectoral tin; 
elongate red spike· like 1st dorsal fin. Solitary. Mixed coral. 
sand and rubble bottoms in 5·30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Great Barrier Reef, Marquesas and 
Gambier Is. in French Polynesia. 

PEPPER FIN PYGMYGOBY Eviota prasina 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with rows of dark spots and narrow brown 
scale margins; tail and dorsal fins "peppered" with dark spots, 
black "ear" spot. Lack spots on pectoral base like Queensland 
Pygmygoby [next]. Solitary. Sheltered seaward reefs to 6 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea to S. Japan. south to Great Barrier 
Reef and Lord Howe I. 

SADDL£D GOBY 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 '/, in.) 

Ca/logobJUs clitellus 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: Whitish; brown stripe from snout to bar behind head, 
brown bar below 1st dorsal fin, band from 2nd dorsal fin to 
anal fin; skin ridges on head. Solitary; bide in crevices and 
rubble. Coastal and seaward reefs in 3 · 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Philippines, Palau, Papua New Guinea and 
Solomon Is. 

STORTHYNK GOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

Eviota storthynx 
Gobies • Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent with dark brown belly area with white spots; 
red to brown spotting and blotches, 1 or 2 black "ear" spots, 
small dark spot at tail base. Solitary. Sand or rubble of 
sheltered reefs to 2 m. 
Asian Pacific: W. Australia to Java in Indonesia, Palau and 
Yap in Micronesia, north to S. Japan. 

QUEENSLAND PYGMYGOBY Eviota queenslandica 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with rows of dark spots and narrow brown 
scale margins, pair of black spots on pectoral fin base, 
black "ear" spot. Solitary or form small groups. Rubble 
bottoms of sheltered reefs to 6 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Vanuatu.· S. Taiwan 
to Great Barrier Reef. 
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SIZE: to 2 3 em (I m.) 

ID: Translucent body, reddish belly and wlute head; 2 black 
•ear" spots, red eyes With gold scribble markings Solitary. 
Tide pools to exposed seaward reefs to 15m 
West Pacific: Guam and Marshall Is. to Samoa. • S. W. Japan 
to Norfolk I. 

SIGillATA PYGMYGOIY EviOta SlgJllata 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 ln.) Gobies · Goblidae 
ID: Translucent, brown belly with large white spots; white 
and brown dash marks alternate on spinal column, white 
stripe on pectoral 1m base. Solitaiy or form groups. Sand or 
rubble of sheltered reefs m 3 • 20 m. 
lndo·Asian Pacific: Seychelles to Papua New Gumea and 
Aust.ralla. north to Caro!Ule Is. m Micronesia. 

SIZE: to 2.5 em (I Ul.) Gobtes • Gobudae 
ID: Brown With pale underside; red ins, row of small wlute 
spots on upper back, several white spots mtd·laterally on 
front of body, blackish spot on tail base. Sotitaiy or form small 
groups In crevices. Silty Inshore reefs to 15m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia to Papua New Gumea, north to 
Guam in Micronesia and s.w. Japan. 
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MElASMA I'YGMYGOBY Ev!ota melasma 
SIZE: to 3.2 em (I '/• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent With 8·9 browrusb bars and narrow white 
spaces between, parr of dark brown •ear· spots, gold ornate 
markings on iris. Solitaiy. Sponges or corals of seaward reefs 
slopes in4-15 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Cocos-Keeling Is. to Samoa .• s. Japan 
to Australia 

STRIPED PYGMYGOIY Eviota sebree! 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent. dark brown to blackish mid-lateral stripe with 
row of white marks on top, silvery iris. Usually form small 
groups; rest on surface of large Pontes coral heads. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 20 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. - S.W. Japan and 
Marshall Is. in Micronesta to Austraba. 

SIZE:to2cm(1 m.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent wtth 6·7 broad brown bars or blotches on 
stde (narrow white bars may also be evident); red bars or 
bands on head. Solitary. Exposed coastal reefs and outer 
slopes in 4-25 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Chnstmas I. to Komodo l. in Indonesia 
and Gilbert Is., north to S.W. Japan. 
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NEON PYGMYGOBY Eviota pellueida 
SIZE: to 2.5 ern (1 in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Red mid-body and translucent back and underside; pair 
of bright yellow stripes behind eye to mid-body. Solitary 
or form small groups; often in shady spots near corals. 
Sheltered lagoon and coastal reefs in 3-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Australia. 
north to Guam in Micronesia and Bonin Is. in S. Japan. 

RED & WHITtSPOTT!D PYGMYGOBY Eviota prasites 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Red with translucent back and underside; white spots 
and dashes on body, red spots on back. Form small groups. 
Rubble bottoms of lagoon and coastal reefs in 5-20 m. 
West Pacific: E. Indonesia to Samoa. - Bonin Is. inS. Japan to 
Australia and New Caledonia. 

SQUAREIJILLY PYGMYGOIY 
SIZE: to 2 ern (1 in.) 

Eviota puncculata 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent with reddish brown to green diffuse bars; 
3 large rectangular markings on belly, pale stripe behind eye, 
yellowish markings on red i.ris. Solitary. Coral, rubble and 
algae of sheltered reefs to 20 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Great Barrier Reef and Fiji, north 
to Philippines and Pohnpei and Palau in Micronesia. 

Y£UOW & WHiillTRif'EI) PYGMYGOBY Eviota ll1llaae 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with reddish head and mid-front of body, 
bright yellow mid-lateral stripe with thinner white stripes 
above and below. Usually form groups resting on live and 
dead coral formations. Lagoons and seaward reefs in 6-25 
m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives to Andarnan Sea. 

RfDSPOmo PYGMYGOBY Eviota albolineata 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '1• in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with fine red spotting; 2-3 red or red-brown 
bars on side of belly, dashed white line along spinal column. 
Solitary or form small groups. Lagoons and seaward reef 
channels and slopes to 8 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Ducie Least of French Polynesia. 
• S. Japan to Australia. 

WHITBTRIPED PYGMYGOBY Eviota guttata 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent; white stripe from eye to rear belly; 3 red bars 
separated by pale bars on belly and white band on pectoral fin 
base, black and yellowish markings on red iris, peppered "ear" 
spot.. Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 15 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red sea to Samoa -S. Japan and Mariana Is. 
in Micronesia to Australia 
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ILACKilUY PYGII\YGOIY Ev!oUJ mgnvenms 
SJZE: to 2.5 em (1 ut) Gobies - Gobudae 
!D: Red to dark brown stdes with white to pale green back 
and belly , black blotch on tail base, black hps, pale upper 
ms. Form groups among branches of Acropora corals 
Sheltered reefs m 4-20 m. 
West Pacific: Java m Indonesia to Fijt. - Phihppmes to 
Austraha and New Caledonia. 

TWOSTRIPE PYGMYGOBY EVJoUJ blfasciata 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 'I• in.) Gobtes - Oobiidae 
!D: Translucent; pair of red stripes border white mid·lateral 
stnpe, blackish blotch on lower tail base and white stnpe 
on mid·snout. Form groups. Hover above branching corals 
of sheltered ooastal reefs to 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Java m E. Indonesia, Pbilippmes and Papua 
New Gumea to Great Barner Reef. 

PUNTAHG GOBY Exynas pun tang 
SJZE: to 13 5 em (5 /• m.) Gobtes - Gobudae 
!D: Molt- Ltght brown Wtth diffuse dark brown bars and 
scattered white spots; large filamentous 1st dorsal bn with 
dark dashes. Solitary or form groups. Mud and algal bottoms 
of mangrove shores, estuaries and brackish lakes to 6 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Sri Lanka to New Caledonia and Vanuatu, 
north to S.W. Japan. 
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8la<kbelly Pygmygoby - Juvenile 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 in.) 
ID: Black lower two·thuds of body, pale lavender back; 
reddish upper iris. Form small groups among Acropora coral 
branches or on plate corals 

FERRARIS' GOBY Exynas ferrans1 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 '1• in.) Oobies- Gobiictae 
!D: Brown to gray with brown spotting and lines; dark brown 
" ear" spot, 4 l arge dark blotches on side; tall sail·like 
1st dorsal fin. Solitary or in paus. Sllty msbore reefs in 1-8m. 
Asian Pacific: Java and Bah m Indonesia, north to Philippines. 

Puntang Goby - Female 
ID: Dark brown With scattered dark brown and white spots; 
tall filamentous 1st dorsal fm. 
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BEAUTIFUL GOBY 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

Exyrias bellisimus 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Brown with row of dark diffuse spots on side and another 
on back. large dorsal fins with dash line and spot markings. 
Solitary or form groups. Mud bottoms of silty coastal reefs 
and lagoons to 30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa. - S.W. Japan and 
Micronesia to Australia. 

FII.MUNTtD GOIY Exyriassp. 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Tan; narrow orange stripes, row of double brown spots 
on side, orange spots on fins; tall large filamentous 1st dorsal 
fin. Solitary. Sand and light rubble areas near corals of 
sheltered reefs in 3-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

TWOS POT GOBY Coryphoptems duospilus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with numerous orangish brown spots of 
varying size; palr of black dash markings on 1st dorsal fin; 
triangular shaped snout. Solitary. Clean sand and rubble 
bottoms of seaward reefs to 42 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

Beautiful Goby · Variation 
ID: With a greenish tent. 

THlllAOflN GOIY 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 'I• in.) 

Papj}Jogobius reiclleJ 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Elongate, thread-like filament extends from 1st 
dorsal fin; light tan with brown and white spotting. Usually 
form small groups. Sandy shores of protected bays and 
lagoons to 5 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: E. Africa to Vanuatu, north to S. Japan. 

NIOPHrn GOIY Coryphopterus neophyws 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '!. in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with numerous reddish brown s pots of 
varying size; short slanting bands below dorsal tins. 
Solitary or form small groups. Sand and rubble areas oJ 
coastal reefs and lagoons to 10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas and Tuamotu Is. in 
French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to Australia. 
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SIZE: to 7 5 em (3 m.) 
ID: Wlutlsh w1lh orangJSh spots; black dash on tst dorsal 
spine of rounded dorsal fin, row of tiny white spots centered 
oo back. tnang\llar·shaped snout. Sohtary Sand at base of oorals 
of seaward reels m S.25 m. 
East lndo·Asian Pacific: Andaman Sea to Papua New Gumea, 
norlh to Pluhppmes. 

BLOTCHED GOIY Coryphopterus mframaculaws 
SIZE: to 7.5 ern (3 in.) Gob1es • Gobildae 
ID: Male· Translucent w1th smau orange spots; 4 ·S large 
internal blackish blotches, white dash followed by black 
spot on tail base; long 1st dorsal spine. Solitary. Sand at 
base of ooral overhangs of seaward reels in 5-25 m 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Great Barner Reef, norlh to Guam 
m M1crones1a and Tlllwan. 

SIZE: to 3 em (1 l•tn.) 
ID: Translucent w1th tmy brown spots; red·brown ms, 
red· brown to dark marking on t st dorsal fin ; tnangular· 
shaped snout. Solitary. Sand at base of ooral formations of 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 3·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Great Barrier Reef, norlh to Guam 
m Micronesia and Philippines. 
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Goldenspol Goby • Variotioa 
ID: Translucent Wllh pale orange spots: black dash on 1st 
dorsal spine. 

Blot<hed Goby · Female 
ID: Similar markings as male, but lack t11e long 1st dorsal spine. 

SIZE: to 4.5 em (1'1• m.) Gobles· Gobiidae 
ID: Wlute with numerous honzontal rows of small close-set 
spots and blotches; lh1ck bar through eye, small orange 
"shoulder" spot. Solitary or form small groups. Sand 
bottoms near rocky outcrops of sheltered reefs in 3 ·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawa1i and Pitcairn east of French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to New Caledonia. 
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ETEBAR GO IT Gnatholep1s anjerensis 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: White with numerous horizontal rows of small spots and 
blotches: thin bar through eye, spotted dorsal and tail fins. 
Solitary or form groups. On sand of lagoons and seaward 
reefs to 46 m. 

Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to New Caledonia. 

ORANG£TIP GOBY Not Classified 

SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 'I• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: ~·Pale with brown spots and blotches; black markings 
on upper iris; tip of 1st dorsal fin orange with elongate dark 
mark and white filamentous extension. Solitary. Hide in coral 
crevices of lagoon and seaward reefs in 8-25 m. 
Localized: Known from Bali in Indonesia to Papua New Guinea. 

SANDGOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

Heteroplopomus barbatllS 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent with brown and white spotting including 
paired brown spots interspersed with white spots on rear 
lower side. Identification tentative. Solitary. Sand of 
sheltered reefs in 2-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to S. Japan. 

PAPillA GOBY Not ClasS1lied 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Elongate body with protruding lower jaw; translucent 
with numerous irregular brown bars; white speckles; tiny 
skin flaps (papillae) on cheek, back and lower body. Solitary. 
Open sand bottoms of sheltered coastal reefs in 4 ·10m. 
Localized: Known only from Bali in Indonesia. 

Orangetip Goby · Female 
ID: Pale with brown spots and blotches; 4 large rectangular 
blotches on lower rear body (also on male); filamentous 
extension on 3rd dorsal spine, 1st dorsal fin marked w ith 
white and orange dashes. 

SHORT·WHISKEREO GOBY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Gobipsis exigua 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Elongate body; whitish with brown saddles on back and 
row of brown spots along lower side. Solitary and cryptic. 
Hide in coral crevices of seaward reefs in 4 -25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Co mores and Amirante Is. to Fiji and 
Gilbert Is. in Central Pacific. 
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SIZE: 105.5 cm (2 '/• m.) Gob1es - Gobudae 
ID: Yellow. pall of blue bars lhrough eye and 2nd pall across 
rear head. Solitary Usually rest on branching Acropora corals 
such as A noblhs 10 sheltered lagoons to 15 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. - S. Japan to Great 
Barner Reef. 

SIZE: 10 3.8 em (1 '1• m.) Gobies • Gobildae 
!D: Pale 10 medium brown without markings; long fllamentous 
1st dorsal spine. Perch among branches of Pontes branching 
corals of shallow protected reef areas 10 5 m. 
Locali.zed: Known only from Palau. 

~-. DGO 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 •/ 10.) Gobles- Gobudae 
!D: Dark brown body and lighter brown to reddish head With 
5 pale blue vertical lines. Juvenile· Verncallmes on body 
Solitary or m pairs. Among branches of Acropora corals of 
lagoons and sheltered seaward reefs in 1-15 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Society Is. m French 
Polynesia. • S. Japan 10 Australia 
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Lemon Coralgoby • Variation 
!D: Variable from yeUow to yeUoWJSh green, brown or black, 
au vanations have pair of blue bars through eye, second pall 
across rear head; often a blue.stnpe along dorsal fin base, 
small dark spot on upper pectoral base 

YElLOW CORALGOIY Gobu:xton okmawae 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/• in.) Gobles -Gobtidae 
ID: Bright yeUow; whitish patch under eye. Usually form 
smau groups. Ftequently perch on outer surface of corals such 
as tabletop Acroporas rather than among coral branches, like 
other species of Gobux1on. Sheltered reefs in 2-15 nt 

East Indo· Asian Pacific: Cocos-Keelmg Is. 10 Great Barrier 
Reef, north to Mars haD Is m M1crones1a and S. Japan. 

SIZE: 10 3.5 em (1 '/ in ) 
!D: Juvenile· White With a pall of black stnpes, black spots on 
head and tall. Adult • Blackish Without markings. Solitary or 
form groups. On WJde vanety of corals of sheltered lagoons 
and coastal reefs in 3-20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sn Lanka to Papua New Guinea and 
Great Barrier Reef, nonh to S.W. Japan. 
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CERAM CORALGOBY Gobiodon ceramensis 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1'1• in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Black without distinctive markings. Solitary or in pairs. 
Among coral branches (frequently Stylophora pistillata) in 
lagoons and sheltered ooastal reefs in 2 -15 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines. Papua New Guinea and 
Great Barrier Reef. 

REDHEAD CORALGOBY Paragobiodon ecbmocephalus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 'I• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Black to green body; green to pink to reddish head oovered 
with tiny reddish bristles and may have light blue spotS. Usually 
in smaJI groups among branches of Pocillopora. Seiiatopora. and 
Stylophora oorals of lagoon and seaward reefs in 1-10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to E. Africa and to Marquesas Is. In 
French Polyenesia. - S. W. Japan to Australia. 

DECORATED GOBY Istigobius decoratus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '!. in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Whitish to pale tan with faint brown lines and several 
rows of small brown spots, row of brown streaks link paired 
white spots on lower side. Solitary. Clean white to black 
sand of lagoon and seaward reefs to 25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Samoa.- Taiwan 
and Mariana Is. in Micronesia to Australia. 

BROADBARRED GOBY GobJodon histrio 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 'I> in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Greenish underoolor with 4-5 brown to black bars on head 
and about 7 stripes often broken or formed of spot rows. 
Solitary among branches of Acropora oorals. Reefs in 1-15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. -S. Japan Great Barrier Reef. 

ORANGESPOmD GOBY lstigobius rigilius 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent-whitish with numerous small orangish brown 
and white spots, mid-lateral row of slightly larger orangish 
brown double spots. Solitary. Clean sand and rubble bottoms 
of lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Fiji. - Marshallls. 
in Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 

De<orated Goby- Dark Variation 
ID: Similar to pale variety, but display distinct thin brown 
margins on scales. This variation oocurs in black sand habitats. 
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SIZE: to 9 an (3 / ID.) 
ID: Pale gray upper body with white below; numerous black 
streaks arranged m honzontal rows on side, yelloWish up 
on 1st dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. Silt or mud bottoms 
of mangroves and protected bays to 2 m. 
Indo-West Pac.ific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Flj1. · T&wan and 
S. Japan to Australia. 

SPINECHEEK GOIY Oplopomus oplopomus 
SIZE: to 7.6 ern (3 in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Mole · Whitish with blue spots, streaks and dashes and 
orange spots; blue-edged black spot on rear of 1st dorsal hn. 
blue stnpes on anal fin. Solitary or in pairs. Fine sand and silt 
bottoms of sheltered coasts to 12 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea to Society Is. in French Polynes1a. • S. W. 
Japan and Micronesia to Australia 

SIZE: to 6 ern (2 '1• m.) 
ID: Grayish With tmy white and orange spots; widely 
spaced black spots on back, row of joined black spots/and 
or shon dashes behind pectoral fin with small white spots 
between. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms in 10·25 m. 
lndo·Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa and toN. Australia, 
Indones1a and Philippines. 
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lARG£TOOTH GOIY 
SIZE: to 6.5 ern (2 h ID.) 

Macrodontogobws wilbun 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: Transluoent to pale tan With dense netwOrk of small brown 
spots, several pairs of large brown spots m !llld·lateral row, 
brown patch below eye. Sohtary. Lagoons and sheltered 
coastal reefs to 10 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Seychelles to LUJe Is. m eastern Central Pacific. 
· S.W. Japan and Marshall Is. m M1cronesia to Australia. 

Spine<heek Goby • Female 
ID: Transluoent to brownish with tmy white and orange spots; 
widely-spaced brown spots on back, row or joined black 
spots and/or dashes behind pectOral fin with large darkish 
bordered white spots between. 

ATHERIHOID GOBY Oplo.oomops alhennOides 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 'I ID.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent With peppenng of brown and wlute spots. 
Solitary or form small groups, blend well into sandy 
surroundings. Sand and rubble bottoms in 3 ·15 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Afnca to Canton l.m the central Pacific, 
north to S. Japan. 
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DWARF GOIY Pandaka pusilla 
SIZE: to 1.2 em ( 'I• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent with scattered dark brown and white blotches; 
dark spot on upper pectoral fin base, often pepper-like spots 
on body. Male -Very tall dorsal fin pennant. Small groups among 
mangrove roots to 2 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

GOLDEN GOBY Pnolepis aureovmd!s 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Greenish gold with faint thin bars. SOlitary, inhabit caves, 
crevices and recesses; may onent upside down on cave and 
recess ceilings. Shallow seaward reefs to 10m. 
Localized: Caroline Is. in Micronesia to Hawaii. 

CONVICT GOBY Priolepis cincta 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Brown with narrow dark-edged whitish bars; brown 
spotting on dorsal and tail tins. Solitary. Rocky crevices or 
among corals of coastal and outer reefs to 70 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Great Barrier Reef, nonh to 
Micronesia and S. Japan. 

BLACK-BARRIO GOB'r Priolepis noctuma 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '1• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Gray with black bars; semicircles of white spots on both 
dorsal tins and upper edge of tail. Solitary and cryptic. Hide 
inside coral crevices of seaward reef slopes in 8-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Aldabra to Indonesia, Philippines, New Guinea 
and Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia 

BRICK GOIY 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '1• in.) 

Priolepis inhaca 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Shades of brown; dark scale edges form netted pattern, 
pale bands on head form interconnected pattern, narrow pale 
bars encircle body. SOlitary and cryptic. Hide in reef crevices 
in lagoon and outer reefs in 5-20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: East Africa to Great Barrier Reef. nonh 
to S.W. Japan. 

ORANGE CONVICT GOBY 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1• in.) 

Pnolepissp. 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Orange-brown w ith narrow white bars; brownish or 
yellowish fins, white margin on tail. Mole - Dark spot at base 
of first dorsal fin. SOlitary or in pairs. Silty mud substrates in 
river discharge debris of coastal waters in 2-15m. 
Localized: N.E. Sulawesi in Indonesia. 
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FROGFACE SWPERGOBY Oxyurichthys papuensJs 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Mole · Brown to gray; large mouth, eyes on top of head; 
brown marking on pectoral fin base, 4 brown bars and 
blackish spot on tail base. Solitary. Silt or mud bottoms of 
sheltered shorelines and estuaries to 50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to New Caledonia, north to 
Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

DUSKY SlEEPERGOBY Oxyurichtbys sp 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/• in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Shades of gray to brown; large black spot on rear of 1st dorsal 
fin, large diffuse brown blotches on side with blue streaks 
between, bluish above anal fin. Solitary. Soft bottoms of 
sheltered bays and estuaries in 5-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, including 
New Britain. 

SHAOOWGOBY 
SIZE: to 16 em (6'/, in.) 

Yongeichtbys nebulosus 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Brownish to grayish with brown "scribble" markings; 
3large dark brown blotches on side and tail base; filaments 
extend from 1st dorsal fin. Solitary; toxic skin. Sand or mud 
bottoms of coastal reefs and estuaries to 10 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to N.W. Australia and 
Great Barrier Reef, north to Chuuk and Palau and S.W. Japan_ 
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Frogfoce Sleepergoby · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Brown to gray with scattered dark brown spots, row of 
dark brown spots behind pec<toral fin base. Dive into soft 
sand, silt or mud bottoms to avoid danger. 

SIGNAl GOB't Sigmgobius bwcellatus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '/o in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Tan \'lith brown blotches; twin "eye" spots on dorsal fins, 
brown bar below eye, blue-spotted black ventral and anal 
fins. SOlitary or in pairs that share sand burrows. Silt or sand 
bottoms of sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines. Palau, Great Barri.er Reef 
and Vanuatu. 

SKJNSPOT OWARFGOBY 'I'Iimma halonevum 
SIZE: to 2.8 em (1 in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Light to dark salmon; mid-lateral row of tiny dark brown 
spots, a few scattered darkish spots on head and front of body. 
Solitary or form small groups. Sheltered coastal reefs and 
seaward slopes to 45 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Maldives to Indonesia, Philippines, Micronesia 
and Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
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RINGEYE DWARfGOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em {1 in.) 

'llimma benjamini 
Gobies- Gobiidae 

ID: Red to orange with translucent fins; thin white to 
lavender line encircling eye often extends below eye 
across cheek. Solitary; rest on rocky bottoms. Steep seaward 
reef slopes in 5-50 m. 

West Pacific: E. Indonesia to Australia, New Caledonia and 
Tonga, north to Marshall Is. in Micronesia. 

OKINAWA DWARFGOIY 
SIZE: to 2.8 em (1 in.) 

nimma okinawae 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Darkish undercolor with dense red to orange blotchy 
spotting; lack red spot s on pectoral fin base of Bigeye 
Dwarfgoby (previous[ . Form small groups. Inside caves and 
under ledges of seaward reef s lopes in 8-35 m. 
West Pacific: N. W. Australia and Great Barrier Reef to Rotuma L 
inN. Fiji, north to Marshall Is. in Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

BlACKSPOT DWARfGOBY 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 in.) 

Tiimmasp. 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Purplish head with pair of red bars below eye, reddish to 
golden to yellowish brown body; white-edged black spot 
on 1st dorsal fin. Solitary. Caves and ledges of steep outer 
reef s lopes in 10-40 m. 

Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 

BIGEYE DWARFGOIY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

Tiimma macrophthalma 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Darkish undercolor w ith dense red to orange spott ing; 
pair of large red spots on pectoral fin base. Small groups 
in caves and under ledges. Seaward reef slopes in 5 -35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji. - S. Japan to Australia . 

STRIPEHW DWARFGOBY 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 1/: in.) 

Thmma striata 
Gobies- Gobiidae 

ID: Maroon bead and front of body with red-orange stripes 
gradating to red mid-body to tail; pale yellow spotting on 
2nd dorsal and tail fins. Solitary or form small groups. Rest on 
bottom of rockycrevioesoflagoon and seaward reefs in 10-30 m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Maldives to Great Barrier Reef. north to 
Papua New Guinea, Palau and Philippines. 

YEllOWSTRIPE DWARFGOBY 'liimmasp_ 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 'I• in.) Gobies - Gobiidae 
ID: Reddish back, darker red mid-laterally and whitish 
below; blue-green stripes below and between eyes, may 
display yellow stripe from eye to tail base. Solitary or form 
small groups. On coral boulders inside sheltered coastal reefs 
in 25-40 m 
Asian Pacific: N. Sulawesi in Indonesia and Philippines. 
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RED-SPOnED DWARFGOIY 1hmma rubromaculatus 
SIZE: to 2.2 em (1 m) Gobles· Gobudae 
ID: Pmlosh w1th red spotS and blotches; dotted w1th several 
wlute spotS and streaks and wlute stnpe on center of snout 
Usually form groups. Rest on rubble at base of steep lagoon 
and seaward slopes m 20·35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Cumea. 

<ANDYCANE DWARFGOBY Tnmma sp. 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Cobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Whitish or hght gray with 6·7 bright red to orange bars 
encirclmg head and body. Solitary or form small groups. Perch 
on surface of hard corals. Steep outer reef slopes in 12 to 35 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndonesJa, Palau and Papua New Gumea 

OWIGESPOTTtD GOIY 
SIZE: w 2 5 em (lm.) 

Tnmmasp 
Cob1es • Gobudae 

ID: Pale mauve undercolor w1tb numerous orange spotS that 
my JOin to form areas of orange. Solitary. Reef and areas of 
rubble. 
West Pacific: W1de spread in West Pacific. 
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WSIURA DWARFGOBY Thmma caesJUia 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Cobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Red·orange With pmklsh head; double row of megular 
wlute blotches on Side, network of gray line markings on 
bead. Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms of caves and under 
ledges of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs m 5·30 m. 
West Pacific: New Gumea and Great Barner Reef to Samoa, 
north to Marshall and Mariana Is. m Micronesia. 

RUIBlf DWARfGOBY Trimma naudei 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) Gob1es · Cobiidae 
ID: White with scattered to heavy red to orange to yellow 
spotS, blotches and marlongs. Solitary. Rest on sand or rubble 
bottoms of caves and under ledges of coastal. lagoon and 
outer reefs in 3·30 m 
Indo· West Pacific: Aldabra and Seychelles to Loyalty Is. JUSt 
west of New Caledorua, north to MlcronesJa and S.W. Japan. 

BlUHIRIP:ED DWARFGOBY Thmma tevegae 
SIZE: to 4 em (1'/: m.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Colden brown; blue to bluish eye stripe extends to tail, 
large dark botch at tail base, elongate filament on 1st dorsal 
fin. Form hovermg aggregauons ms1de caves and under ledges 
of steep dropoffs of lagoons and outer slopes in 8·40 m. 
Indo·Asian Pacific: Red Sea to N.W. Australia and Great Barrier 
Reef, north to Palau and Guam in Micronesia and S. Japan. 
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REDHEAD DWARFGOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

Trimmasp. 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent with reddish head and mid-body; blue to lilac 
stripes and streaks on fins, large dark spot at tail base; 
elongate filament on 1st dorsal fin. Form hovering aggregations 
m caves and under ledges of steep outer reef slopes in 15-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Great Barrier Reef, 
New Caledoneia and Fiji. 

CAVE OWARFGOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

'Ihmma taylori 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Reddish orange with violet highlights; yellow band 
markings on red iris. Male- Elongate dorsal ray and yeUow 
spotting on dorsal and anal fins_ Form hovering aggregations 
in caves; mix with other Trimma. Along dropoffs in 15-50 m. 
Indo-Northern Pacific: Red Sea to Guam and Palau in 
Micronesia and Hawaii, north to S. Japan. 

FORKTAIL DWARFGOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

'llimma boesei 
Gobies - Gobtidae 

ID: Pinkish orange with lavender or magenta markings on 
back and fins; forked tail. In pairs or form small groups. 
Swim upside-down under ledges and inside caves of steep 
outer reef slopes in 15-45 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Chagos Is. to Indonesia, Papua New Guinea 
and Great Barrier Reef. 

LONG-RAY DWARFGOBT 7iimma gri!Jithsi 
SIZE: to 2.3 em {l in.) Gobies -Gobtidae 
ID: Translucent with reddish head and mid-body; silvery 
stripe on upper iris; elongate filament extends from 1st 
dorsal fin. Form hovering aggregations in caves and under 
ledges. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 15-40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Chagos Is. to Indonesia, Philippines and 
Papua New Guinea 

PALE DWARFGOBY 
SIZE: to 2 em (lin.) 

llimma anauna 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent with flesh colored hue; black stripe across 
top of each iris. Solitary. Rest on or hover just above bottom 
of outer reef dropoffs in 3-35m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Co mores, Maldives and W. Australia to 
Fiji, north to Caroline Is. in Micronesia and Philippines. 

YULOWHEAD DWARFGOBY Trimma stobbsi 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 in.) Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Yellow head, mauve to grayish body; smaU dark "ear" spot 
on upper rear comer of gill coveL Solitary or form smaU groups. 
Inside caves and ledges of steep seaward slopes in 10-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 
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BlllfSTREAK GOBY ValenCJennea strigata 
SIZE: to 15.5 em (6 in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: White to pale gray with yellow snout and cheeks; bright 
blue stripe under eye and blue spots and/or bands below. 
Usually in pairs that share burrows. Sand and rubble areas 
on reef tops or sloping bottoms to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia. · Micronesia to S.E. Australia. 

Y£LLOW FilAMENT GOIY Valenciennes bella 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray with yellowish snout; 2·3 blue stripes on cheek; 
yellow filaments on 1st dorsal fin. Mole • Black throat. 
Solitary or in pairs. Mixed rubble and sand bottoms of coastal 
reefs in 12·35 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia and Philippines, north to S. W. 
Japan. 

TWOSTRIPE GOBY Valenciennes helsdingenii 
SIZE: to 14.5 em (5 '/• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray with broad white mid-lateral stripe bordered 
by pair of black stripes; large black spot on first dorsal fin 
and forked tail. Usually in pairs. Mixed sand and rubble 
bottoms. at base of outer reef dropoffs. in 5·40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Marquesas ls. in 
French Polynesia. · S. Japan to E. Australia. 
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GREENSAND GOBY Valenciennes randalh 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '!. in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray to pale mauve; brilliant blue-green stripe below 
eye edged with orange and faint orange stripe along lower 
side to tail. Usually solitary. Silty bottoms of lagoons and 
sheltered seaward reefs in 8·35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Singapore to Great Barrier Reef and New 
Caledonia, north to S.W. Japan. 

Yellow Filomenl Goby • Juvenile 
SIZE: to 4.5 em {1 '1• in.) 
ID: Dark mauve body, yellowish fins and yellow filament on 
1st dorsal fin; yellow lower head with blue stripe under eye 
and blue streaks and/or spots below. 

LONG·FINNED GOBY 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Valenciennes longJpinnis 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: White to pale gray; mid-lateral row of about 5 widely 
space spots, pair of stripes on cheek and gill cover, several 
faint darkish stripes down back. ln pairs. Fine sand of 
protected lagoons and coastal reefs to 6 m. 
West Pacific: W. indonesia to Tonga. · S.W. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

MURAl GOBT Valenciennea muralis 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 'h in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Pale yellowish gradating to blotchy gray on back and top 
of head; pair of pinkish red stripes from head to tail, black 
spot on rear 1st dorsal fin. Usually in pairs. Fine sand or 
silt bottoms of sheltered bays and lagoons to 15m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Indonesia, 
Micronesia and Solomon ls. · Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 

MUDGOBY 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) 

Valenczennea limJCola 
Gobies · Gobiidae 

ID: Mauve to gray with pair of bright orange stnpes from 
eye and mouth to tail ; white streak below eye, orange 
streaks on rounded tail. Solitary or in pairs. Fine sand or 
mud bottoms of coastal reefs in 5-30 m. 
West Pacific: Gulf of Thailand and Indonesia to Fiji. 

ORANG£-DASHED GOBY 
SIZE: to 15.5 em (6 in.) 

Valenciennea puellaris 
Gobies - Gobiidae 

ID: Pale gray with double row of large orange spots on side; 
smaller orange spots on back and blue streaks or spots on 
head. Usually in pairs. Sand bottoms in 8-25 m. 
Indo · West Pacific: Red Sea and Madagascar to Indonesia 
and Samoa. -S. Japan to Australia. 

IMMACULATE GOBY 
SIZE: to 10.5em(4in.) 

Valenciennea immaculata 
Gobies -Gobiidae 

ID: Yellowish white to pale mauve; pair of blue-edged 
orange stripes from snout and upper lip to tail base, and a 
3rd stripe on back; pointed lower lobe of tail. Usually in 
pairs. Fine sand or mud bottoms of coastal reefs to 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Australia, Indonesia. Philippines, China and 
Taiwan. 

PARVA GOIY ValenCJennea parva 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'I• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: White to pale gray; pair of narrow orange stripes from 
head to tail, blue/white stnpe below eye, may display famt 
diffuse bars. In pairs or small groups. Clean sand around 
coral heads on coastal reefs to 20 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Seychelles to Samoa. - S. W. Japan to 
Australia. 

Orange-Dashed Goby · Juven~e 
ID: Pale blue-gray; blue spots and dashes on lower head and 
gill cover and occasionally orange stripe from corner of 
mouth to edge of gill cover, narrow orange bars on body join 
orange stripe on lower body. 
Indian Ocean: This variety known from Red Sea and 
Madagascar to Andaman Sea. 
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SIXSPOT ~ IBY ValenCJennea sexgut/313 
SIZE: 10 1l5an(4'/ m.) Gobles- Gobudae 
ID: White 10 gray: 6 or more blue 10 blmsh spotS on cheek. 
black up on 1st dorsal fin. Often m paJIS. Share burrows under 
rocks of hne sand bottOms of shorehne reefs 10 10 m 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca and Red Sea 10 Mlcronesia and l.tne 
Is. in eastern Central Pacific. · S. W. Japan to Great Bruner 
Reef, F111 and Tonga. 

WID£1ARR£0 GOIY Valenc1ennea warcli1 
SIZE: 1010 em (4 m.) Gob1es -Gobtidae 
ID: Pale gray to whitish: 3 wide brown bars on s1de, blue 
band below eye, black "eye spot" on 1st dorsal fin, narrow 
brown bar on tail base, brown outer hall of tail. In pairs Silty 
bottoms m 12-35 m 
Indo-Asian Pacillc: Red Sea and E. Africa 10 Australia, north 
ws Japan 

SIZE: 10 2.5 an (1m.) 
ID: Transluoent body wtth blwsh head and yelloWISh belly tO 
above anal hn; brilliant lavender tO red eyes. Form groups 
that hover a short distance above Acropora oorals in 12-25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Cook Is. - S.W. Japan and 
Mlcronesia 10 Great Barrier Reef. 
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SIZE: tO 8.5 em (3 '/& in.) Gobles- Gobiidae 
ID: Pale gray: pair of blue-edged orange stnpes on head. the 
lower stripe extending 10 taJI base, black up on first dorsal 
fin. Solnary or m paus Shelter m sand burrows under rocks 
or silty coastal reefs m 2· tOm 
Localized: N. Australia from Shruk Bay m the west to N.E 
Queensland. 

DARTFISH GOBY TlyssogobJUS colim 
SIZE: tO 5 ern (2 in.) Gobles • Gobiidae 
ID: Similar 10 members or dartfish family in appearance; pale 
gray 10 yellowish gray: pair of mdesoent stripes through eye, 
tall 1st dorsal fm w1th blue leadmg edge and blue-edged 
orange stnpe at base. Seaward sand slopes m 25-65 m. 
Asian Pacillc: Ball m lndones1a to New Guinea. Palau and 
S.W.Japan. 

SIZE: tO 2 em ( •/, m.) 
ID: Translucent graYJsh w1th druk speckles. red and wlute 
Iris. On branching forms of fue ooral, branching and massive 
forms of Polities. Shallow lagoons and protected reefs in 1· 10 m. 
lndo-Pacillc: Red Sea tO Samoa.- S.W. Japan tO Great Barner 
Reef. 
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LARGE WHIP GOBY 
Bryaninops amp/us 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
Gobies -Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent 
redd ish , blend m 
well with host 
gorgonian when 
viewed from above; 
iris has red outer and 
gold to white inner 
ring. On gorgonian 
sea whips and fans 
in areas of strong 
current in 5-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific : 
Madagascar to 
Hawaii. -S. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef. 

LOKI WHIP GOBY 
Bryaninops loki 
SIZE: 3 em (1 'I• in.) 
Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Color variable 
according to host 
gorgonian, but 
usually with darkish 
spot on lower tail 
b a se. Found on 
gorgonian fans and 
whips including 
Junceella, Ellisella 
and Subergogia in 
6-45m. 
Indo-West Pacific: 
Chagos Is. to Great 
Barrier Reef. New 
Caledonia and 
Samoa. 

lUCK CORAL GOIY Bryaninops tigris 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Gobies · Gobiidae 
ID: Elongate; translucent body with red to dark brown 
stripe (may be interrupted by white) from snout to lower tail 
base. Solitary. Only on branches of black coral Antipatbes 
m 15-53 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Oman and Chagos to Palau. Solomon Is. and 
Hawaii. Gulf of Thailand to Great Barrier Reef. 

Lorge Whip Goby · 
Variation 
ID: Translucent with 
faint reddish bars 
and white markings 
between and along 
spinal column. 

Loki Whip Goby • 
Variation 
ID: Brown lower 
lxx!y and white bars, 
possibly associated 
with egg-guarding or 
other nuptial activity. 
Note identifying 
spot on lower tall 
base. 

WIRE CORAl GOBY Bryaninops yongei 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/• in.) Gobies • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent upper body and brownish lower body, usually 
with a few diffuse bars. Solitary, only on the wire coral, 
Cirripatbes anguina. Seaward and lagoon reefs in 3-45m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Hawaii, Rapa and Marquesas Is. in 
French Polynesia. -S. Japan and Palau to Great Barrier. 
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Gobies - Sleepers 

SIZE: 10 3.5 em (1'/ ID.) 
ID: Elongate; translucent body with dense covenng of 
pepper·lil<e spotS; prominent snout overhangs lower jaw. 
Solitary On sponges, espec~ally Pbyllospongut follascens. 10 
tOm. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa 10 Papua New Gwnea, 
Great Barrier Reef and FIJi. 

SIZE: 10 3.5 em (1 ·t m.) 

SOFT CORAL 
GHOSTGOBY 
Pleuros1cya 
boldinghi 
SIZE: 3.5em (1'1• in.) 
Gobies • Gobtidae 
ID: High body and 
pig-like snout profile; 
uanslucent tmted 
wuh color of host 
soft ooral. Solitary or 
occas1onal m paus. 
On Dendronepbtbya 
sottoomls m15-45 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: 
E. Africa to New 
Guinea. • S. Japan 
and Micronesia to 
S.E. Australia and 
New Caledoma 

ID: Elongate flattened body, large upper lip; dusky With 
peppenng of small brown spots. Usually m groups Rest m 
channels on outer surface of large barrel sponges, 
XestospongJatestudmana, in 5-35 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Indonesia, Phillppmes and 
Great Barrier Reef. 
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flAJHIAO GOBY 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

Phyllogobws platycepbalops 
Gobies • Gobiidae 

ID: Translucent With scattered wlute flecks; wide flattened 
body. Usually in small group~. on and under nat leaf-like 
sponges. includmg Pbyllospongia, m 2 -18 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to Solomon Is. - Philippines to 
Great Barrier Reef. 

ELONGATE GHOSTGOIY PleurOSJcya elongaUJ 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 'I• m.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Elongate with protruding snout (smlilar to Wollsnout 
Goby )previous); translucent body wtth tints similar to host 
sponge. fan-shaped Ianthella basta; usually dark spot and 
dash markmgs. Reefs m 10-40 m 
Asian Pacific: Indones~a. Ashmore Reef, Papua New Gwnea 
and Great Barrier Reef 

PleurOSJcya 11llcheh 
SIZE: 10 2.5 em (1 m.) Gob1es • Gobiidae 
ID: Translucent wtth reddiSh brown rmd-lateral stripe and 
wh1te markmgs along spmal column. Solitary. On wtde 
variety of hard corals of coral-nell reefs m 10-50 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: Seychelles to Hawan.- S.W. Japan to 
New Caledonia and Tonga. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Gobies 

COMMON GHOSTGOBT Pleurosicya mossamb1ca 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (l 'h in.) Gobies- Gobiidae 
ID: Highly variable markings and color from brown to red, 
greenish and translucent; consistently display dark speckling, 
often white dash markings along spinal column. Solitary. 
Seagrass beds to coral reefs m 2-30m. 

Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa and to Fiji and French 
Polynesia - S. Japan to Australia. 

Common Ghostgoby · Variation 

Common Ghostgoby -
Variation 
ID: Not all variations 
display white dash 
markings along 
spinal column. 

ID: Red saddles on back, reddish on lower half of sides and 
scattered white flecks. Note consistent dark speckling and 
white dash markings along spinal column. 

Common Ghostgoby · Variation 
ID: Brown with dark grayish saddles and diffuse white 
blotches and markings. Note consistent dark speckling and 
white dash markings along spinal column. 

DEEP·R£EF GUDGEON 
SIZE: to 2.3 em (1 in.) 

Common Ghostgoby · 
Variation 
ID: All variations 
may perch on algae, 
seagrasses, tuni
cates, sea pens, soft 
and hard corals and 
giant clams. 

Calumia profunda 
Sleepers - Eleotridae 

ID: Goby-like, but has 2 separate pairs of ventral fins; 
grayish with orange spots and markings, 5 body bars and 
pair of black spots on tail base. Solitary and cryptic. Hide in 
crevices and fissures of steep outer slopes in 30- 60 m. 

Asian Pacific: Papua New Guinea, Solomon Is. and Vanuatu. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 15 

Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 
This ID Group consists of small, elongate, typically bottom-dwelling species in family Blenniidae. 

FAMILY: Blennies- Blenniidae 
21 Genera - 107 Species Included 

Fangblennies Typical Shape 

Genus Ecsenius Triplefins 

Because of similar elongate bodies and small stze, species in the blenny and goby families, 
Gobiidae (previous ID Group), are often confused With one another. Blennies can be easily distinguished 
from gobies by noting their single, long continuous dorsal fins (except for a small group known as 
triplefins), ventral fins situated clearly in front of their pectoral fins, and their habit of resting on the 
bottom with curved bodies. Gobies have distinct, two-part dorsal fins and ordinarily perch with straight 
bodies. 

Typical bottom-dwelling blennies also have blunt heads, long anal fins and fleshy, often branching 
appendages on their head,lmown as cirri. Most of these blennies have numerous, tiny comb-like teeth 
used for feeding on algae. Blennies classified in genera Alticus, Entomacrodus and Istiblennius, 
commonly known as rockskippers, inhabit tidal zones where they have the ability to jump between 
tide pools. Species in the rather large genus Ecsenius, generally inhabitants of coral-rich areas, are 
atypical for their members' limited distribution ranges. Possibly the most curious m~mber of the blermy 
family is the Snake Blenny, Xipbasia setifer, whose length can approach 50 em (20 in.), resulting in an 
appearance more characteristic of eels rather than blennies. 

The Indo-Pacific is home to a large contingent of blennies, known as fangblennies, that spend 
much of their day swimming above the sea floor. This group, also commonly called sabretooth blennies, 
have two large, curved canine teeth in the front of their lower jaws which are used for defense. 
Members of genus Plagiotremus utilize their imposing canines to sever flesh from the fins of fishes 
for food. The Mimic Blenny, Aspidontus taeniatus, skillfully impersonates the Bluestreak Cleaner 
Wrasse, Labroides dimidiatus, allowing it to closely approach unsuspecting fishes before darting in 
to take a nip. The violent reactions of victims, who often vigorously chase the offending fangblermies, 
attest to the painful nature of these encounters. Members of genus Meiacanthus have venom glands 
associated with their canines. This defensive adaptation allows virtually unmolested access to open 
water where they feed on planktonic worms and crustaceans. When not feeding in the water column 
or on benthic crustaceans, fangblennies rest in wormholes with only their heads exposed. 
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Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 

SUNDER SABRETOOTH BLENNY Aspidontus dussumien 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 '/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: White with broad black stripe (sometimes segmented) 
on upper body, yellow dorsal and anal fins. Solitary and shy, 
re treat to salety of abandoned worm tubes when threatened. 
Lagoon and outer reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa.and Red Sea to the Tuamotu Is. in 
French Polynesia. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia 

YEUOWTAIL FANGBLINNY Meiacanthus atrodorsahs 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Blue-gray head and front of body grading to pale yellow 
behind; blue-edged black band from eye to front of dorsal 
fin. Mimic the Bicolor Fangblenny. Solitary or in pairs. 
Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
West Pacific: S.W. Japan, Pllilippines, Bali in Indonesia to N.W. 
Australia. S. Great Barrier Reef, New Caledorua and Samoa. 

TWIN FANGBLENNY Meiacanthusgeminatus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '!t in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Gray back and dorsal fin and yellow belly; white stripe 
above black mid-lateral stripe. Mimic the Yellowbelly 
Cardinalfish. Solitary. Sheltered coastal reefs in 1-15 m. 
Localized: Sabah inN. Borneo and Sulu Archipelago to 
Philippines. 

FALSE CLIANERFISH Aspidontus taeniatus 
SIZE: to 11.5 em (4 'h in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: White to light blue, may d isplay yellowish upper body; 
black stripe enlarges from snout to tail. Solitary; mimic cleaner 
wrasse both as adult and juvenile to salely approach fish to 
feed on skin and scales. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 25m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Marquesas and 
Tuamotu Is. m French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

SMITH'S FANGBLENNY Meiacanthus smithi 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 '/• in.) Blemlies - Blenniidae 
rD: Pale gray; black line from eye to dorsal fin where it 
joins broad black stripe. Mimic Imposter Fangblenny and 
young of Two-lined Monocle Bream. Solitary or in pairs. 
Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 10 m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives and India to Sumatra and Java Sea 
in W. Indonesia. 

BLACKSTRIPE FANGBLENNY Meiacanthus vittatus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '1> in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Pale gray upper body and whitish below with black nlid
lateral stripe. Mimic juvenile Pearly Monocle Bream and 
Mimic Cardinalfish. Mainly lagoon reefs in 1-20m. 
Localized: Papua New Guinea including the island of New 
Britain. 
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TAILSPOT FANGBLINNY 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) 

Me1acanthus urostigmus 
Blennies -Blenniidae 

ID: Whitish to pale gray: narrow black mid-lateral stripe 
enlarges on yellow tail base. Mimic Five-lined Cardinalfish. 
Form small to large aggregations around coral outcroppings. 
COastal reefs to 8 m. 
Localized: Similan Is. in northeastern Indian Ooean toN. Swnatra 

KAMOHARA'S FAHGBlfNNY Me1acanthus kamoharai 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/• in.) Blennies -Blenniidae 
ID: Black with white stripe on upper head and body, 2 white 
stripes on lower head, light gray tail base. Solitary or in pairs. 
Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs to 20 m. 
Localized: Japan southwest to Ryukyu Is. 

OOUBLIPORf FANGBlfNNY 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h in.) 

Meiacanthus ditrema 
Blennies -Blenniidae 

ID: White with silver reflections; 2 narrow black st.ripes, the 
lowermost splits on head. Form aggregations among 
branches of gorgonians or black coral. Sheltered coastal 
reefs in 3-20m. 
West Pacific: E. Indonesia and Philippines to Samoa -S.W. Japan 
toN. Australia and Great Barrier Reef. 
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BUNDOON FANGBLENNY Meiacanthus bundoon 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 '/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Brown to gray to black; tapering yellowish green to 
yellow or tan stripe from head to tail base, black tail borders. 
Solitary or in pairs. Coral reefs\n 5-20 m. 
Localized: Philippines and Fiji. 

SULAWESI FANGBLENNY Meiacanthus vicmus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: White with pair of black stripes on upper head and body. 
Solitary or in pairs. Sheltered coastal, lagoon and outer reefs 
to 10m. 
Localized: Southern half of Sulawesi and nearby Banggai Is. 
in Indonesia. 

SULU FANGBL£NNY Me1acanthus abditus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 '/: in.) Blennies -Blenniidae 
ID: White with 3 black stripes and blackish dorsal fin. Form 
aggregations among gorgonians and black coral. Coastal 
reefs and steep s lopes in 5-40 m. 
Localized: Sabah inN. Borneo and Sulu Archipelago to 
Philippines 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 

HAIRYTAIL FANGBLfNNY MeJacaiichus cnmtus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 ·I m.) Blenrues- Blennudae 
ID: White wnb 3 black stripes and narrow black edge on 
dorsal fm Solitary or m patrs; possibly mmuc young of 
Tbree-strtped Wluptall. Sheltered coastal reefs to 20 m 
Localized: Known only from the Raja Ampat Is. off the western 
tip of New Oumea • 

STRIPED FANGBLINNY Meiacanchus graimrnsles 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) Blenrues- Blennudae 
ID: Wbite with yellowish head and upper body with 3 black 
stnpes; black edges on dorsal and anal fins, black spots on tall 
Mimic Shonbead Fangblenny [below[. Solitary or in paJIS. 
Coastal, lagoon and outer slopes to 20 m. 
Asian Pacitic: S. China Sea, S.W. Japan, Indones1a. Palau, New 
Gwnea toN.W. Australia to Great Barner Reel 

SHORTHEAD FANGBLfNNY PetrOSCIItes breVIceps 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Blenrues- Blennudae 
ID: Vanable, oommonly wbite to yellow with 3 blackish stnpes. 
Solitary or pa1rs; mimic Striped Fangblenny Iabove[. Shelter 
and nest in abandoned worm tubes, shells or small-necked 
bottles. Coastal and lagoon reefs, weed and sand areas to 15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: East Africa to Papua New Guinea. 
- S.W. Japan to N.W. Australia and New Caledoma. 

FRESHWATER FANGBLENNY Me1acanchus anema 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 1/ m.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: White with 3 black stllpes and narrow golden stripe on 
back. Solitary or m patrs. Fresh or braclosh water in lower 
reaches of streams that flush onto coastal reefs. 
Asian Pacific: lndonesta, Pluiippmes, Papua New Gumea, 
Solomon Is. and Vanuatu 

LINED FANGBLENNY Meiacanchus lineatus 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3'/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Bright yellow with wbite belly; 3 black stripes on bead 
and body, black sub-marginal stripe on dorsal fin. Mimic 
Deceiver Blenny (next pageJ, wh1ch lacks dorsal fin stripe. 
Solitary or in pairs. Lagoons and seaward reefs in 3-18m. 
Localized: Great Barner Reef 

Shortheod Fangblenny • Variotion 
ID: Light gray or whitiSh With bold black mid-lateral stripe 
and faint dark stnpe above and below. Possibly mimic 
Blackstripe Fangblenny. 
Localized: Known only from Papua New Guinea. 
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DECEIVER FANGBLENNY Peuoscirtes fallax 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 '1• in.) Blennies · Bleruuidae 
ID: Whlte with 3 black slripes. yellowiSh dorsal fin. Solitary 
or With Lined Fangblenny lpreVJOUS page!. which they mimic. 
Lagoon and ooastaJ reefs in 1· 12 m 
Localized: Great Barner Reef (south of 17- degrees S) and 
New South Wales. 

VARIABLE FAHGBLENNY 
SIZE: to 7.5 an (311L) 

Peuoscmes vanablhs 
Blenrues -Blenrwdae 

ID: Vanable, commonly olive to greerush upper body and 
whitiSh to pale greenish yellow below: densely mottled and 
spotted, often large dark blotches on back. Solitary. Weedy 
areas or coastal and lagoon reefs to 5 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Sri Lanka to FiJI. - S.W. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef. 

SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
ID: Pale gray with black submarginal stripe on dorsal hn. 
Sohtary; mimic Smith's Fangblenny, but lack line from eye 
to dorsal fin. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 1 o m. 
Indian Ocean: Maldives and Sn Lanka to Andaman Sea, 
south to N W Sumatra m lndones1a. 
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HIGHFIN FANGBLENNY 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Perroscmes nutratus 
Blennies- Blenruidae 

ID: Mottled shades of greenish brown: taU front dorsal fm. 
Solitary or small groups. Weedy habitats mcludmg beds of 
Sargassum algae in coastal and lagoon reefs to 5 m 
Indo-West Pacific: E A!nca and Red Sea toW Australia, 
Samoa and Tonga - SW Japan to Great Barner Reef and 
New Caledorua. 

SMOOTH FANGBLENNY PeUOSCJrtes Xestus 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 'I m ) Blenrues -Bleruwdae 
ID: Wlute; densely mottled and spotted, megular pearl and 
dark brown stnpe from eye to tall base. Solitary Sand, coral 
rubble and weed Oats to 5 m. 
Indo-Pacific: East Africa to Lme Is. and Society Is. m French 
Polynesia. -Micronesia to Great Barrier Reel. 

PIANO FAHGBLINNY 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

PlagJOtremus capemosoma 
Blennies - Blennildae 

ID: White; wide black stripe from snout to tall base often 
formed by numerous short bars. Solitary; feed on skin and 
scales of other fishes. wluch they aggress1vely attack. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs m 1· 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. A!nca 10 Line Is. and French 
Polynesia.- S. Japan 10 Great Barner Reef and N. New zealand 
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BICOLOR FANGBLINNY Plagiotremus laudandus 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Blennies . Blenniidae 
ID: Blue-gray head and front of body gradating to yellow 
body and tail; dark border on dorsal fin. Solitary; mimic 
Yellowtail Fangblenny !previous!. but l ack bar tro.m eye to 
dorsal !in. Coastal, lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
West Pacific: N. W. Australia, E.Indones1a, Philippmes and 
Micronesia to Gilben Is. - S. Japan to E. Australia. 

BLUESTRIPED FANGBLENNY PlagJOtremus rbmorhynchos 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 'I• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Dartt Variation- Variable from black to dark orange to orange; 
pair of neon-blue stripes from snout to tail. Solitary; young 
mimic Cleaner Wrasse. Coastal, lagoon and reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa and to Micronesia, Line Is .. Marquesas 
and Society Is. in French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Great Barner 
Reef and Lord Howe I. 

SNAKE BLENNY Xiphasia setifer 
SIZE: to 53 em (21 in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Greatly elongate, resemble an eel with a prominent 
dorsal fin ; alternating dark and light brown bands. Solitary. 
Sand or mud bottoms near reefs in 2-20m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia, New Caledonia and Vanuatu. 

Bi<alor fansi*-Y · fi Variatioll 
ID: Yellow Witb greerush unts on dorsal and anal fins. Very 
sunilar to yeli:Jw vanailiJ!l of Midas Blenny, distinguished by 
laige eye locaud toward the extteme front of bead. Classified 
as P. Iaudandns flavus. 
Localized: f<JII!IId Tooga 

Bluestriped Fangblenny · Orange Variation 
ID: Orange with pair of neon-blue to white strJpes from snout 
to tail All variations are commonly in tlle sa.me geogmphica.l 
area. Feed on skin and scales of other fishes. which they 
aggressively attack. Occasionally bite dlveis. 

Snake Blenny 
ID : Nocturnal ; 
burrow during day, 
often with their 
beads exposed. 
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MANGROVE OYSTER BUNNY Omobranchus obliquus 
SJZE: to 7 em (2 '1• in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Whtte to pale brown or gray undercolor with narrow 
brown bars across throat and slanting brown bands and 
chevron markings on side. Solitary or small groups. Coral, rock 
and rubble bottoms of coastal reefs and estuaries to 2 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Nicobar Is. to Samoa, and New 
Caledonia to Mariana and Caroline Is. 

FOUR-FINGERED BLENNY Andamia tetradactylus 
SJZE: to 6.5 em (2' h in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Gray with clusters of small white spots forming about 
10 bars; whitish band below eye; lower lip forms sucking 
device. Rocky shores exposed to wave action. Occasionally 
cling to rocks just above water line. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

BLUEDASHED ROCKSKIPPER Blenniella paula 
SJZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Pale to medium gray, olive or brown; 8 H-shaped dark bars 
each containing one or more pale blue dark edged dashes or 
spots. Solitary; rest on bottom or in holes with only head 
protruding. Intertidal reef flats with cracks and reefs to 5 m. 
Pacific: S. Sulawesi in Indonesia to French Polynesia. 
- Micronesia to Great Barrier Reef. 
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ELONGATE OYSTER BLENNY Omobranchus elongatus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Blennies - Blennidae 
ID: Gray; white diagonal line behind eye, spots on throat, 
dark oceUated spot on rear ~Jill cover, dark bars on side 
separated by white lines. Solitary or form small groups. 
Rocky reefs and estuaries that support oyster growth to 2 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Persian Gulf and S. Africa to Solomon Is. 
- S. Japan to Australia. 

DASHED-LINE BLENNY Blenniella incerrupta 
SIZE: to 8 em (3'/• in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Pale to medium gray, olive or brown; A- or H-shaped 
dark bars and dark maroon dash lines on side, dark maroon 
line markings on upper bead. Solitary or form groups. 
Rocky shores and intertidal flats to 2 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Bali, Palau and Philippines to Vanuatu, 
north to Taiwan. 

PICTURE ROCKSKIPPER Blenniella gibbifrons 
SJZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Pale to medium gray, olive or brown; H-shaped dark bars 
on side, numerous dark outlined white spots form netted 
pattern on bead and front body. Solitary; rest on bottom. 
InterTidal reef flats and areas of sand and algae to 5 m. 
Northern Pacific: Marianas and Marcus Is. n Micronesia to 
Midway 1., Hawaii and French Polynesia. 
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REDSPOTIED BLENNY Blenniella periophthalmus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '1. in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Tan; red spots on head, dark brown "ear" spot, H-shaped 
bars on side with double row of silvery-blue streaks or spots. 
Solitary or form woups; rest on bottom or in holes with only 
heads exposed. Rocky shores and intertidal flats with waves. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: R~ Sea and E. Africa and W. Australia 
to Solomon Is .. north to S. W. Japan. 

BROWN CORAL BLENNY Atrosalarias fuscus holomelas 
SIZE: to 14.5 em (5 '1• in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Juvenile- Yellow to orange; to 4.5 em (1'/• in.). Adult- Dark 
brown, except Great Barrier Reef population has yellow tail. 
Solitary; among branching corals. Lagoons and sheltered 
outer reel slopes in 2-12 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Micronesia, Tonga and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia. - s.w. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia 
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BARRED BLENNY Cirripectes polyzona 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 '/, in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Gray head and front of body gTadating to dark brown; 
reddish brown reticulations and bands on head, about 12 
brown body bars. Solitary. Algal ridges and reef crests i n 
surge channels of outer reels to 3 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Gull of Aden to Samoa and Line Is. in eastern 
Central Pacific. - S. Japan to Great Barrier Reel. 

Redspotted Blenny- Variation 
ID: Red spots can be brilliant red to muted orange and oover 
only head or extend over haJf the body, double H-shaped 
bars may be wide and bold or narrow and lack H-crossbar, 
often double bar saddles on back and underside: can fade 
or intensify oolor and markings. 

EAR£0 BLENNY Cimpectes auntus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/a in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Brown to pinkish red; black "ear" spot and small dark 
spots on side; fringe-like cirri on nape. Solitary. Coastal 
fringing reefs and outer slopes, usualJy less than 10m, but 
may reach 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Taiwan, Philippines, Palau and 
Line Is. in eastern Central Pacific. 

Borred Blenny - Juvem1e 
SIZE: to 4 em (l 'h in.) 
ID: Dark gTay back and pale gray below with dark mid-lateral 
stripe between; white spot above eye and white bar below. 
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OlESNUT BUNNY Cimpectes castaneus 
SIZE: to 12.5 ern (5 in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Gray to reddish brown; reddish brown bands on head 
and bars on body, ocellated "ear" spot; fringe-like cirri on 
nape. Solitary or in pairs. Surge zone of outer reef crests to 
about 3 m depth. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tonga. -S. Japan 
to Australia and Nodolk I. 

FILAMENTOUS BLENNY 
SIZE: to9cm(3 'h in.) 

CirripecteS filamentosus 
Blemues -Blenn.i.ldae 

ID: Dark brown; small red spots on cheek, llnes on snout; 
gold iris. reddish ring around eye; fringe-like cirri on nape. 
Solitary or form small loose groups. Coral and rocky reefs to 
16m. but usually Jess than 7 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: S. Red Sea. E. Africa and W. Australia to 
Great Barrier Reef. Solomon Is .• north to Taiwan. 

RED-SPECKLED BIIHNY Cirripectes vanolosus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Blemues • Blenniidae 
ID: Male · Dark reddish brown with bright red spots and short 
dash markings on head; dark around eye with silver iris, 
fringe-like cirri on nape. Solitary; often seek shelter in holes. 
fissures. Living corals on exposed seaward reefs to 5 m. 
Pacific: Bonin Is. InS. Japan to Palau m Micronesia, Johnston 
Atoll and French Polynesia. 
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LADY MUSGRAVE BUNNY Cimpectes chelomatus 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 'I• in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Dark brown with fine red dots on head and body; dark iris; 
fringe-like cirri on nape. Solitary or form small groups. Surge 
zone of outer reef crests to 3 m. 
West Pacific: S.E. Papua New Gumea and Great Barner Reef 
to Tonga and Fiji. 

SPRINGER'S BUNNY CJmpectes springen 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 '/• m.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Dark brown with small bright red spots on head and 
body; gold iris, bright red ring around eye; fringe-like cirri 
on nape. Solitary or small loose groups. Upper edge of outer 
reef slopes to 18m, but usually less than 10m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Philippines. Papua New Guinea. 
and Solomon Is. 

Red-spe<kled Blenny · Female 
ID: Grayish brown without markings except for a few pale 
spots and dashes on head; silver iris. 
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RED-STREAKED ILENNY CunpeaessugmatJcus 
SIZE: 10 13 em (5 m.) Blenrues - Blennudae 
ID: Melle -Dark brown, red 10 brown network of bnes on head, 
scattered red lules and spots on body, gold Iris; frmge-llke 
ClfTI on nape. Solitary or small loose groups. Upper edge of 
seaward reef slopes 10 20 m. but usually less than t 0 m 
Indo-West Pacific: E. ~ca 10 Samoa.- Micronesia to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledorua 

AUSTRAUAN BLENNY Ecsenws austra!Janus 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blenrues- BleMlidae 
ID: Reddish brown: dark brown stripe with pale margms 
behind eye, double row of narrow rectangular white 
markings on side. SOLitary or form small groups. Coral areas 
m lagoons and on outer slopes in 3-22m. 
Localized: S.E. Papua New Gumea. N Great Barner Reef and 
Coral Sea 

MONO<L£ BLENNY Ecsemus monoculus 
SIZE: 10 6 em (2 I m.) Blenrues- Blenrwdae 
ID: Pale brown underoo!or With darker bars, bnght yellow ms, 
pale yellow 10 wh1te spots on s1de, black saddle on tail base. 
SOlitary or small, loose groups. Algal-covered, steep-walled 
gutters m 2-10m 
Asian Pacific: Molucca Is. m E. Indonesia, north to Philippines 
and S. Chma Sea. 

Red-streaked Blemy · Female 
ID: Brown to reddish brown With dark brown reticulated 
pattern covenng head and body, fnnge-llke cun on nape 

LUBBOCK'S BLENNY Ec:semus lubbockJ 
SIZE: to 4 ern (1 '/J m.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Shades of brown w1th dark bars and pale stripes; bright 
gold iris, row of wlute streaks on back. Solitary or in pairs. 
Coastal reefs encrusted wtth corallme algae m 3-12m. 
East Indian Ocean: E Andaman Sea and N W. Sumatra m 
Indonesia. 

SPOffiD-ROW BUNNY Ecsemus co/Jette1 
SIZE: to 4 ern (1 I: in.) Blenrues- Blenruidae 
ID: Brown 10 gray-brown: double row of black spots on sides 
and often another at base of dorsal !m, yellow marks on iris. 
Solitary or form small groups on coral outcroppmgs. Silty 
coastal reefs and lagoons 10 1 0 m. 
Localized: N. Papua New Gumea. 
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TIGER BLENNY Ecsenius tigris 
SIZE: 1.0 4 em (1 '12 in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Tan; narrow black bars or spots on upper body and row 
of black spots behind belly, row of white spots on back, 
white dash lines on mid-side. Solitary or form small groups. 
Lagoon reefs and channels to 10m. 
Localized: Coral Sea off E. Australia, including Osprey Reef. 

FIJI CLOWN BLENNY Ecsenius lijiensis 
SIZE: 4 em (1 '/, in.) Blennies- Blennidae 
ID: Pale reddish brown front body gradating to yellow mid
body to tail; short white stripe above eye and another below, 
about 8 dark tear-shaped spot bars from mid-body to tail base. 
Solitary, perch on coral outcroppings. Coral reefs in 3-25m. 
Localized: Known only from Fiji 

CLOWN BLENNY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Ecsenius axelrodi 
Blenrues - Blenniidae 

ID: Orange wi th dark upper head; ocettated spot above 
pectoral fin base, 10-12 spots on back become bars toward 
rear body, 2 pale body stripes. Solitary or small groups perch 
on coral outcroppings. Outer reef slopes in 8-30 m. 
Localized: Sulawesi and Irian Jaya in Indonesia, Papua New 
Guinea and Solomon Is. 
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AllEN'S BLENNY Ecsenius allem 
SIZE: to 8.5 em (3 'h in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Shades of brown with white underside; ocettated spot 
at pectoral fin base, 10-12 n<~fiOW black saddles on back. 
brown bars on sides. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoon 
and outer reefs and isolated outcroppings 1.0 15m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia, including Rowley Shoals, Scott 
and Ashmore Reefs. 

COMICAL BUNNY Ecsenius opsifrontalis 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Reddish brown; brown stripe behind eye, double row of 
rectangular to rounded white spots. Distinguished from 
similar Australian Blenny (previous page] by location. Solitary 
or from small groups. Coral areas in lagoons and on outer 
slopes in 3-22 m. 
West Pacific: Micronesia to Samoa. 

Clown Blenny- Groy Variation 
ID: Gray with yellow head and pair of yellow stripes through 
eye; 3 black stripes and dusky spots on side. Also a yellow 
variation which may display striped or barred pattern. All 
variations have distinctive ocellated spot and orange strip 
on pectoral fin base. 
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BATH'S BLENNY Ecsenius bath1 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/ • in.) Blennies • Blenntidae 
ID: Gray with yellow head; pair of yellow stripes through eye, 
3 black body stripes. Solitary or form small groups on coral 
outcroppings, commonly around sponges and tunicates. 
Coastal reefs and outer slopes in 3·25 m. 
Localized: Kalimantan (Borneo) to Irian Jaya in E. Indonesia. 

PHILIPPINES BLENNY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Ecsenius dilemma 
Blennies - Blenniidae 

ID: Alternating orange and gray stripes are intersected by 
narrow brown bars forming rectangular "windows •; narrow 
dark bars on back. Also has black striped variation same as 
Bath's Blenny (previous(. Coral reefs to 34 m, usually below 10 m 
Localized: Philippines. (Does not overlap range of Bath's 
Blenny (previous}). 

TWINSPOT BLENNY Ecsenius bimaculatus 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 1!. in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Shades or brown with pale lower head and belly; pair of 
black spots on the upper belly, pair of white stripes through 
eye, white mid-lateral stripe from eye to mid-body. Solitary or 
form small groups. Coastal reefs and outer slopes in 1·15 m. 
Localized: Sabah inN. Borneo to Philippines. 

Bath's Blenny · Orange-striped Variation 
ID: Alternating orange and gray stripes are intersected by 
narrow brown bars forming rectangular "windows"; pair of 
white stripes through eye. 
Local.ized: Kalimantan (Borneo) to Irian Jaya in E. Indonesia. 
Does not overlap range of Philippines Blenny [next(. 

THREE-LINED BLENNY Ecsenius trilineatus 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/• in.) Blennies- Blennidae 
ID: Shades of brown; 3 narrow dark brown body stripes with 
double row of white spots between, yellow-rimmed pupil 
with "spoke" marks on iris. Solitary or form small. Sheltered 
and seaward reefs in 2-10m. 
Localized: Molucca Is. in Indonesia to Papua New Guinea 
and Solomon Is. 

BANDA BlfNNY Ecsenius bandanus 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/o in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Light brown with pale lower head and belly; pair of yellow 
stripes through eye, white mid-lateral stripe from eye to mid· 
body. Solitary or form small groups on coral outcroppings. 
Coastal reefs and outer slopes in 2-15 m. 
Localized: Java Sea to Irian Jaya in E. Indonesia. 
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BICOLOR BUNNY Ecsemus bicolor 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: The most oommon variation of this highly variable species 
has dark gray bead and front body and bright yellow-orange 
rear body; long straight cirri. Solitary; often use abandoned 
worm tubes for burrows. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 25m. 
Indo-Central Pacific: Maldives to Micronesia, Phoenix Is. in 
Central Pacific and FijL · S.W. Japan to S. Great Barrier Reef. 

Bicolor Blenny - Brown Variation 
ID: Entirely medium brown with reddish bead and front body 
!Pictured! to entirely dusky black are also common variations. 
The different variations can often be identified by the 
presence of an orangish arched line behind and below the 
eye. 

EYESPOT BLENNY Ec:semus ops 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 'I. in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Blue-gray head, brown body; white to bluish white line 
below eye; brilliant gold iris ; small black spot behind eye. 
Solitary or form small groups. Sheltered ooastal reefs to 15m. 
Localized: Java Sea to Flores, north to Banggai Is. E. of Sulawesi 
in Indonesia. 
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Bicolor Blenny - White·belty Variation 
ID: Dark gray upper front body abruptly gradating to yellow 
toward rear; white belly. Also an all brown variation. 

BLACKSPOT BLENNY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Ecsenius lividanalis 
Blennies · Bleruliidae 

ID: Variable from entirely yellow-orange to purplish gray-brown 
front body and yellow-orange behind; dark spot around 
anus (not visible in photo). Form small groups. Lagoons and 
sheltered ooastal reefs to 12m. 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia to E. Indonesia, Papua New 
Guinea and Solomon Is. 

Eyespot Blenny - Bicolor Variation 
ID: Blue-gray upper head and brown upper body, pale tan to 
nearly white lower body; white to bluish white line below 
eye, brilliant gold iris, small black spot behind eye. 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 

MIDAS BLENNY Ecsenius midas 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Highly variable m both color and pattern, but commonly 
in shades of yellow/gold, mauve and/or brown, colors may be 
mixed or uniform; occasionally display irregular bars. dark 
spot in front of anus in all variations. Seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea aad E. Africa and to Marquesas Is. in 
French Polynesia. ·Philippines to N.E. Australia. 

Midas Blenny - Variation 
ID: Occasionally display IITegular bars. All commonly have long 
tips on tail lobes; also commonly known as Lyre-tail Blenny. 

WHITE·LINED BLENNY Ecsenius taeniatus 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 'I• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Dark gray to black with white belly; narrow white stripe 
on back and wider mid-lateral white stripe, pair of yellow 
stripes on iris. Solitary or form small groups. Fringing reefs 
to8 m. 
Localized: Milne Bay in S.E. Papua New Guinea. including 
D'Entrecasteaux Is. 

Midas Blenny - Variation 
ID: All variations have the ability to rapidly change color and 
patterns; often uniformly gold (source of common name) or 
brown. Very similar to yellow variation of Bicolor Fangblenny 
distinguished by smaller eye located further back on mid-head. 
Form plankton feeding aggregations, often mixing with 
Anthias adopting their color pattern Seaward reefs in 2-30 rn 

EYEliNED BLENNY Ecsenius melarchus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '1> in.) Blennies • blenniidae 
ID: Light brown head, dark brown body, bright gold iris; 
black-edged pale gray to white stripe from lower eye to 
pectoral fin base with orange stripe just below. Solitary or 
form small groups. Sheltered coastal reefs in 1-30 rn. 
Localized: Java Sea in Indonesia, north to Sabah in N .E. Borneo 
and W. Philippines. 

TRICOLOR BLENNY Ecsenius tricolor 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Blue-gray front body, yellow-orange rear body; white 
stripe from below eye to mid-side, stripe on head is edged 
with blue above and orange below. Small loose groups. 
Seaward and sheltered reefs in 5-30 rn. 
Localized: Sabah inN. Borneo and Palawan and Calarnianes 
Is. in W. Philippines. 
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SADDLE BLENNY 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 ' /• in.) 

Ec:semus selhfer 
Blennies -Blenniidae 

ID: Brown; several ocellated spots on upper rear body, 
several pale narrow stripes, black marks on edge of gill cover. 
Solitary or form small groups. Fringing reefs to depth of 8 m. 
Localized: Palau, Trobriand ls. off S.E. Papua New Guinea 
to Solomon Is. 

UNED BLENNY Ecsenius lineatus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Gray gradating to dirty yellow upper body and light blue
gray below; black stripe from eye to tail composed of 
rectangular segments. SOlitary or form small groups. Seaward 
reef slopes to 28 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Mauritius and Reunion Is. toW. Australia, 
and north to S.W. Japan. 

TAILSPOT BUNNY Ecsemus stigmatura 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/. in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Shades of brown with pale lower head; white-edged black 
spot on tail base, yellow iris with outer rim of orange, white 
dark-edged line below eye. Solitary or form small groups. 
Coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-30 m. 
Localized: Molucca and Raja Ampat Is. in Indonesia and 
Philippines. 
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OCULAR BUNNY Ecsemus oculus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '12 in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Brown with dark brown bars; several ocellated spots on 
rear body, several pale, wavy broken stripes. Solitary or form 
small groups. Coastal and lagoon reefs to 15m. 
Asian Pacific: Molucca ls. in Indonesia to Philippines and 
South China Sea. 

FOURSTRIPE BLENNY Ecsenius kurti 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 '/, in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Pale brown; 4 thin black stripes break into spots on rear 
body, dark streaks on iris. Solitary or form small groups on 
coral outcroppings, often on species of Porites. Coastal 
fringing reefs and lagoons to 10 m. 
Localized: Cuyo and Calamianes Is. in W. Philippines. 

STRIPED BLENNY Ecsenius prooculis 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Pale brown to pale gray with 3 black stripes; bright 
yellow marks on iris. Solitary or small loose groups. Sheltered 
lagoon reefs to 10 m. 
Localized: N. Papua New Guinea lO Solomon Is. 
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SPOKE·EYE BLENNY 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 

Ecsemus schroeden 
Blennies · Blenniidae 

ID: Pale brown to gray with wide dusky bars; white stripe 
from eye to above pectoral fin where it continues as a row of 
elongated spots; 3 thin dark body stripes. Solitary. Sheltered 
coastal and lagoon reefs in 2·12 m. 
Localized: Outer sbe!I reefs of N.W. Australia to Molucca Is. 
in E. Indonesia. 

SPOTTED 8LENNY Ecsenius siJctus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '/• in.) Blennies · Blenniidae 
ID: Light gray; faint white mid-lateral stripe with dark borders, 
several rows of faint dark lines and spots, "Y" marking 
on pectoral fin base. dark margin on gill cover. Solitary. Reef 
flats and lagoons to 8 m. 
Localized: Great Barrier Reef. 

YELLOWTAIL BLENNY Ecsemus namiyei 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Blotchy brown to charcoal with either pale gray or yellow 
tail. Solitary and shy, perch on sponges and corals, commonly 
on isolated outcroppings. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 30m. 
Asian Pacific: Molucca Is. in E. Indonesia, Philippines to 
Solomon Is .• north to Taiwan. 

YAEYAMA BLENNY Ecsenius yaeyamaensis 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Shades of brown; 2 dark dashed-lines behind eye, black 
margin on cheek. "Y" marking on pectoral fin base, numerous 
white spots and blotches on side. Solitary or small groups. 
Boulder habitats in 2 ·15m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka and W. Australia to S.W. Japan 
and Vanuatu. 

PICTUS BLENNY Ecsenius picws 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Pale brown head, dark brown body, yellowish tail base; 
numerous thin white stripes with white spots on upper stripe 
and mid·lateral stripe. Solitary or in pairs. Coastal and outer 
reef slopes in 11·40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Molucca Is. m Indonesia and Philippines to 
Solomon Is. 

Yellowtail Blenny • Variation 
ID: Charcoal to nearly black with pale gray tail. 
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DEll <ATE BLENNY Glyploparus delicatulus 
SlZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Blenrues -Blennudae 
ID: Femole ·Tan to pale gray; covered w1th scattered white 
spots and rows of brown spots on body; brown to green bar 
wraps under chin and 2 elongate markings behind. In paus 
or form small groups. Dead reefs w1th algal turf m 2-8 m 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Afnca to F111 • S.W. Japan tn Great 
Barner Reef. 

TRIPLESPOT BLENNY 
SlZE: to 8.5 em (3 •f, m.) 

Crossosalanas macrospilus 
Blenrues · Blennudae 

ID: Shades of brown w1th numerous spots and ovals, m1d· 
lateral stnpe formed by dark brown rectangular blotches, 
large brown spot in front or dorsal lin, 2 ocellated spots on 
throat. Solitary. Lagoon and outer reefs to 25 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia and Palau to Tonga.· S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef. 

BEAUTlFUL ROCKSKIPPER Jstlblenmus bell us 
SlZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Male· Charcoal-gray with alternating light and dark bars; 
large sail· like skin flap on top or bead, 2 unbranched cirri 
Solitary. Rocky shores and intertidal Oats exposed to strong 
waves to 3m. 
Scattered: E. Afnca to Chnstmas I m JndJan Ocean; Marquesas 
Is .. Polynes1a: Vanuatu to samoa and N Tonga 
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Delicate Blenny · Male 
ID: Tan to pale gray; covered with scattered white spots and 
rows of brown spots on body, brown to green bar wraps 
under chin and 2 elongated markmgs behind. several narrow 
brown bars on snout 

LEOPARD BLENNY Exalbas breVIS 
SlZE: to 14.5 em (5 •t. m.) Blenrues • Blennudae 
ID: Large with high arched back; pale gray to red undercolor 
Wltb netted pattern of brown to red spots; branched Clifl 
above eye and tnnge·l!.ke CliT1 across nape. Solitary; commonly 
among branches of Pocrllopora corals. Coral-nch reefs 3·20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia and F1ji. 

Beautiful RO<kskipper • Female 
ID: Gray upper body, pale gray below; numerous small black 
spots, may display several gray bars on rear body. 
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STREAKY ROCKSKIPPER 
SIZE: to 12.5 em (5 in.) 

Istiblenmus dussumJen 
Blennies - Blenniidae 

ID: Pale gray with series of gray rectangular markings and 
vertical lines oombine to form unaligned bars; black spots 
on forebody; branched tentacle above eye. Solitary or form 
groups. Sheltered rocky shores to 1 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji. -Taiwan to E. Australia 
and Norfolk Is. 

LINED ROCKSKIPPER Istiblennius lineatus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: Female- Gray with vertical black lines on head and horizontal 
gray to black lines on sides. Male - Skin Clap on top of head. 
Usually in groups that graze algae from rocks. Rocky shores 
and intertidal zone exposed to waves to 2 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Laccadive Is. and Maldives to Pitcairn I. east of 
French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

WHITE-SPOTTED BLENNY Salarias alboguttatus 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 't. in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Grayish with numerous scattered white spots on head; 
rows of white spots and dash lines on side, 7-8 irregular 
dusky bars; unbranched tentacle above eye. Solitary. Lagoon 
and sheltered coastal reefs to 8 m. 
West Pacific: Philippines and Palau to Great Barrier Reef 
and Samoa. 

RIPPLED ROCKSKIPPER Jstiblemuus edentulus 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 '/• in.) Blennies- Blenniidae 
ID: Female- White underoolor; about 6 paired unaligned bars 
with gray blotches between along lateral line; unbranched 
cirri above eye. Mole · Skin Clap on top of head. From groups. 
Rocky shores exposed to waves to 1 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line Is. and Pitcaun I. 
east of French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia. 

AMBON BUNNY 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Paralticus amboinensis 
Blennies -Blenniidae 

ID: White undercolor covered with clusters of gray-brown 
spots; broad, leaf-like tentacle above eye; gray bars below 
eye. Solitary. Shoreline reefs or among mangroves, often on 
submerged logs to 1 m. 
Localized: Sabah in N.E. Borneo to Biak 1. north of Irian Jay a 
in Indonesia. 

FINE-SPOTTED BLENNY Salarias guttatus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'I• in.) Blennies • Blenniidae 
ID: Grayish underoolor oovered with network of lines fonning 
spots of unequal size; 3 horizontal rows of darkish blotches, 
1·21arge white spots in front of pectOral base. Solitary on dead 
ooral. Sheltered reefs to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 
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PATZNER'S BlENNY Salarias patznen 
SIZE: 1.0 5 em (2 in.) Blennies- Blennildae 
ID: Covered With numerous white spotS of unequal size; 8 paus 
of liTegular olive-brown bars, large white spot on breast; 
unbranched am above eye. Solitary. perch on corals. Sheltered 
shoreline reefs t.o 5 m. 
Asian Pacltic: Indonesia, Plulippmes and Papua New Gwnea. 

JEWEllED BUNNY saJanas fasclacus 
SIZE: t.o 14 em (5 h in.) Blenrues - Blennudae 
ID: White undercolor; 8 greerush brown liTegular bars With 
wh1te oval spots between. wavy dark lines on mid-front 
body. Solitary, on rock or coral outcroppings or among weeds. 
Coastal, lagoon, and outer reefs 1.0 8 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Samoa. - S.W. Japan and 
M1crones1a t.o Great Barrier Reef 

STARRY BlENNY 
SIZE: t.o 5 em (2 in.) 

Salarias ramosus 
Blenrues -Blennildae 

!D: Shades of brown, covered with numerous small wh1te 
spots; highly branched tentacle above eye. Solitary; on rock 
or ooral outcroppings. Sheltered areas With mixed sand and 
weed bottoms t.o 5 m. 
Asian Pacltic: N.W. Australia, Indonesaa and Phihppmes. 
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CUEBES BlENNY Salarias celebicus 
SIZE: 1.0 6.5 em (2 '" in.) Blennies • Blenruidae 
!D: Grayish mottled undercolor with 7 gray-brown bars; 
unbranched (or spilt near tiP) fentacle above eye. Solltary; 
commonly on dead coral Sheltered reefs 1.0 6 m 
Localized: Sulawesi and nearby 1slands mE. Jndones1a. 

OBSCURE BUNNY 
SIZE: t.o 13 em (5 Ul.) 

Salanas obscurus 
Blenrues - Blenrwdae 

ID: Dark brown except mottled llght gray on snout and nape; 
indistinct dark wavy lmes on s1de; branched cun above eye. 
Solitary; perch on corals. Sheltered shoreline reefs. frequently 
ln turbid water to 6 m. 
Localized: Palawan Province in W. Philippines. including 
Cuyo and Calarruanes Is. 

Starry Blenny • Juvem1e 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 m.) 
!D: Dark brown head and front body gradating to orange or 
yellow rear body; numerous white spots of varymg s1ze 
oover head and body, honzontal rows of dark dash markings 
on body. 
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Salaiias sp. GRAY ·BARRED BLENNY 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 in.) Blennies -Blenniidae 
ID: Gray with white spots on head; several narrow white 
bars on body; large black-edged white spot in front of 
pectoral fin base. Solitary; perch on dead coral surfaces . 
Sheltered shoreline reefs to 8 m. 
Localized: Milne Bay in S.E. Papua New Guinea 

SEGMENTED BLENNY Salarias segmentatus 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Blennies- Blenni.idae 
ID: Whitish underoolor, darkish head with white spots; 3 rows 
of large spots form 13-14 bars, several large white spots in 
front of pectoral fin. Solitary; on coral outcroppings. Sheltered 
reefs, often in turbid water to 8 m. 
Asian Pacific: Kalimantan (Borneo) and Sulawesi in Indonesia 
to Palau and Solomon Is. 

HELEN'S TRIPLEFIN Ceratobregma helenae 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1'/• in.) Triplefins- Tripterygiidae 
ID: Reddish brown head; 14-16 dark bands on side (poorly 
defined in photo), orange scale margins. Solitary. Lagoon and 
outer reef slopes to 40 m. 
East lndo-West Pacific: Christmas L to Philippines and Samoa. 
-s.w. Japan to S.E. Australia and New Caledonia. 

FRINGEUP BLENNY Salarias SJilUOSUS 
SIZE: to 6 an (2'/• in.) Blennies - Blenniidae 
ID: White underoolor; double row of brownish rectangular 
markings with pale spot in center, large dark-edged white 
spot below pecwral-fin base. Solitary. Dead reefs covered 
With algal growth to 5 m. 
Indo-West Paafic: Sl!Lanlm IOTonga -S.W. Japan to Australia 

SEYCHELLES BLENNY 
SIZE: to 3.3 em (1'/• in.) 

Scanulus seychellensis 
Blennies -Blenniidae 

ID: Light gray to olive with brown lines forming a netted 
pattern over body; tiny unbranched tentacle above eye. 
Solitary, pairs or form small groups. Coastal reef flats and 
outer reef areas exposed to surge to 8 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Seychelles to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
- Taiwan to Great Barrier Reef. 

YELLOWEYE TRIPLEFIN Enneapterygius Uavoccipitis 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '/a in.) Triplefins -Tripterygiidae 
ID: Female- Reddish with fine speckling; 6-7 darkish bars 
(may be poorly defined), last bar black, white saddle on tail 
base, yellow-orange iris. ~·Black. Solitary or pairs. Lagoon 
and outer reefs to 25 m. 
As ian Pacific: W. Australia and Java in Indonesia to New 
Caledonia, nonh to S.W. Japan. 
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Triplefins 

MIRACLE TRIPLEFIN Enneapterygws 11J118blhs 
SIZE: tO 3.5 em (1 '/: in.) Tnplefins- Tripteryglidae 
ID: Translucent w1th 2-4 reddish brown pyramid-shaped 
bars, 1st dorsal fin tall. Sohtary Commonly on outer reef 
slopes 111 8-37 m. 
Localized: E. Indonesia, Papua New GUIIlea. N.E. Queensland 
tO Vanuatu. 

PHIUPPINE TRIPWIN Enneapterygws phihppmus 
SIZE: tO 3.5 em (1 t. in.) Tnplefins- Tnpterygudae 
ID: Malt · Green with black head; black dorsal and anal fins 
Female • L1ght green; dorsal flns translucent without black 
p1gment. Sohtary or in pairs. Reef flats and tide pools tO 4 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Seychelles and Mascarene Is. tO S.W. Japan, 
New Caledonia and Samoa. 

BLACKSPOTTRIPLEFIN Enneapterygwssp 
SIZE: tO 3 em (1'1• in.) Triplefins- Tripterygiidae 
ID: Translucent with darkish upper head and belly; reddish 
blotches on dorsal fins and black spot in 2nd. Solitary. 
Lagoons and outer slopes in 2-10 m. 
Localized: Known only from Suktlll L. Flores Sea in Indonesia. 
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PALE-SPOTTED TRIPLEFIN Enneapterygws pallJdoserialis 
SIZE: tO 3.5 em (1 '1• m.) Triplefins - Tnpterygridae 
ID: Female· Translucent; dark brown saddles With dashes and 
blotches below; several wlute spots and streaks. Malt· Dark 
brown or black. Sohtary or in paus. Coral reefs tO 8 m 
West Pacific: S. Japan, Phibppmes tO Chuuk (Truk) m Micronesia 
tO Vanuatu. 

HIGHHAT TRIPLEFIN Enneapterygws tutwlae 
SIZE: tO 3 em (1 /, Ill.) Tnplefins • Tnpterygudae 
ID: Female· Greerush translucent with white blotches or bars. 
MGie • Lune green; white bar be lund 2nd and 3rd dorsal fms; 
1st dorsal fin taiL Solitary or srnaJJioose groups. T1de pools tO 
outer slopes to 32 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and Madagascar tO Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - Taiwan to Australia. 

AN DAMAN TRIPLEFIN He/cogrsmma sp 
SIZE: to 3.5 em (1 '11 m.) Triplefins - Tripterygiidae 
ID: Translucent with reddish spots and white necks on 
body; silvery white lower head and belly, white iris. Solitary. 
Perch on dead, algal-covered coastal reefs to 8 m. 
Localized: Andaman Sea 



Small, Elongate Bottom Dwellers - Blennies 

RHINOCEROS TRIPLEFIN Helcogramma rhmoceros 
SIZE: to4 em (1 '1> in.) Triplefins · Tripterygiidae 
ID: Males · Translucent w ith reddish speckling and black 
lower body; blue stripe below eye; long fleshy extension 
from upper lip. Females • Lack enlarged lip and black color. 
Solitary or pairs. Coastal reefs to 5 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific~West ooast of Thailand to Indonesia, 
Philippines and Vanuatu. 

VULCAN TRIPLEFIN He/cogramma vulcanum 
SIZE: to 4 em (1 '/ ' in.) Triplefins · Tripterygiidae 
ID: Male · Reddish brown: lower head black with blue stripe 
under eye, spots on pectoral fin base, 5 pairs of darkish bars 
on side, red iris. Solitary or with male partner. Rock bottoms 
exposed surge to 4 m. 
Localized: Bali and Banda Sea in Indonesia. 

REDFIN TRIPLEFIN Helcogramma gymnauchen 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 'I• in.) Triplefins · Tripterygiidae 
ID: Grayish translucent: 5·6 pairs of reddish brown bars on 
side; dorsal fins witb reddish bands; large lips, shon 1st 
dorsal fin. Solitary. Reef flats, lagoons and outer reefs to 8 m. 
Localized: E. Indonesia, N. Australla and Papua New Guinea. 

STRIPED TRIPLEFIN Helcogramma stnatum 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Triplefins · Tripterygiidae 
ID: Red with whitish lower body; 3 white or bluish white 
stripes, bright yellow iris. Solitary or small groups. Coastal, 
lagoon, and outer reefs to 20 m. 
East Indo· West Pacific: Andaman Sea to Kiribati in Central 
Pacific. · S. Japan to Australia. 

Vulcan Triplefin - Female 
ID: Translucent with 5 pairs of bars on side; red iris. Similar 
Redfin Triplefin (next] distinguished by reddish bands on 
dorsal fin. 

LARGEMOUTH TRIPLEFIN Ucla xenogrammus 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) Triplefins · Tripterygiidae 
ID: Translucent with 10-12 diffuse bars of fine red spots on 
side; pointed snout and protruding lower jaw. Solitary. Perch 
on ooral heads in lagoon and outer reefs in 2 · 40 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Andaman Sea to Micronesia and Samoa 
to Rapa I. inS. French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia 
and New Caledonia. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 16 

Odd-shaped Bottom Dwellers 
Frogfishes - Scorpionfishes & Lionfishes - Stonefishes -

Waspfishes - Flatheads - Flounders & Soles - Others 
This ID Group oonsists of fishes tbat normally rest on the bottom and do not have typical fish-like shapes. 

FAMILY: Frogfishes (Anglerfishes) - Antennariidae 
5 Genera- 16 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Frogfishes, also known as anglerfishes, are globular in shape with large, extremely upturned 
mouths which can be opened to the width of their bodies to engulf prey. Their pectoral and ventral fins 
have evolved into webbed, hand-like appendages, which they use to grasp, perch or "walk." The small 
circular gill openings are located behind and/or below the pectoral fins. The first dorsal spine, located 
on the snout, has evolved into a thin, stalk-like structure (illicium) tipped with a lure (esca), which is 
wiggled energetically, much like a casting rod, to attract prey. Escas vary from realistic fish-like and 
shrimp-like shapes to nondescript tufts. Masters at camouflage, frogfishes can slowly change colors to 
match various backgrounds. At rest they often look like sponges or clumps of algae making the 
stationary, ambush predators difficult to sight. Subtle differences in body markings of several similar
appearing frogfishes often make identification difficult. 

FAMILY: Scorpionfishes & Lionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
13 Genera - 37 Species Included 

Scorpionfishes - Typical Shape Lionlishes- Typical Shape 

Scorpionfishes derived their name from venomous fin spines common to most species. Poison is 
produced by glands embedded in long grooves on both sides of the spines. The pain from wounds varies 
from uncomfortable to intense, and occasionally requires medical attention. Immersing the affected 
area in hot water offers some relief. Many of these solitary, ambush predators have stout bodies adorned 
with skin flaps and tassels that augment their abilities to change colors for better camouflage. 

The visually flamboyant group of scorpionfishes, commonly known as lionfishes, are renown for 
their dramatically elongate, feather-like pectoral and dorsal fins. Lionfishes typically hover just above 
the bottom or nestle in crevices during the day. At night they become active hunters searching the 
bottom for crustaceans and small fishes. Most species of lionfishes can be easily identified; however, 
several of the similar-appearing, bottom-dwelling soorpionfishes present quite a problem differentiating 
between species. 
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FAMILY: Stonefishes - Synanceiidae 
5 Genera - 9 Species Included 

Stonefishes Genus lnimicus 

The two stonefishes, in genus Synanceia, produce the most deadly fish venom known. The 
neurotoxin produced in glands at the base of the dorsal fin is injected through hollow spines. The deadly 
pair have poorly defined globular bodies that can exceed a foot in length. Most victims are shoeless 
waders in shallow tropical waters who fail to see the motionless fishes expertly camouflaged as algae
covered stones. 

All fins and spines with bulging eyes and upturned snouts, members of genus Inimicus, commonly 
known as devilfishes, are among the most bizarre fishes inhabiting shallow seas. The bottom-oriented 
predators, also producers of powerful, but much less potent venom, spend much of the time buried 
beneath the sand. The three similar-appearing species are best distinguished by the patterns displayed 
on the inner surface of their spread pectoral fins. 

FAMILY: Waspfishes- Tetrarogidae 
4 Genera - 7 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Waspfishes can be distinguished from the similar-appearing Leaf Fishes in the scorpionfish family 
by dorsal fins that begin above or in front of the eyes. The small ambush predators sway back and forth 
on the sand mimicking leaf debris as they wait for unsuspecting fish and crustaceans to venture close. 

FAMILY: Flatheads - Platycephalidae 
6 Genera - 11 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Flatheads are close relatives of scorpionfishes with dorsally-compressed bodies, two separate 
dorsal fins, and as their name implies, flattened heads. While resting on the bottom the ambush 
predators resemble miniature crocodiles. Their distinctive eyes are draped with an elaborate curtain 
of tassels that expand or contract as the intensity of sunlight dictates. The tasseled-structure also helps 
disguise the eyes' location from prey. 
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FAMILY: Flounders - Bothidae/Pleuronectidae/Paralichthyidae 
& Soles - Soleidae 

12 Genera- 16 Species Included 

Flounders- Typical Shape Soles- Typical Shape 

Members of the Order Pleuronectiformes, the flatfishes, include flounders, soles and several other 
flat forms of fishes from temperate climes. Flatfishes have been placed in their respective families 
primarily by the location of their eyes. Bothidae are mainly shallow-water tropical species with both 
eyes on their left sides; righteye flounders, Pleuronectidae, typically live in temperate or deep waters, 
and Soleidae, the soles, have eyes on their left sides and slightly out of alignment. A few species from 
both families have "reversed" individuals whose eyes are located on the contrasting side. 

To acquire their flattened bodies, flatfishes pull off one of the animal kingdom's most astonishing 
feats of developmental biology. While adrift in their pelagic larval stage, flounders have typical bilateral 
fish-shaped bodies, properly aligned fins and pigmented eyes - one on each side of the head. Weeks later, 
sometime before settling to the sea floor, muscles, skin, blood vessels and bones inexorably shift into the 
flattened shape of thumbnail-sized benthic juveniles. During the metamorphosis, one eye migrates across 
the head until next to the other, swirnbladders disappear, the dorsal and anal fins line oval bodies, and a 
lone pectoral fin, often quite long on the males, extends from the center of their backs. The thin, pancake 
profile not only hides them from predators and prey but also allows them to bury quickly in the sand, 
leaving only their stalked, independently functioning, 180-degree-rotating, periscopic eyes exposed. But, 
without question, the tropical flounders' best defensive strategy is rapid adaptive camouflage. Once 
settled, after moving to a new location, visual cues from the immediate surroundings are transmitted via 
nerves to thousands of irregular-shaped cells in the skin, !mown as chromatophores, which change body 
patterns within seconds to match their environment. 

FAMILY: Others 

Toadfishes- Batrachoididae Batfishes- Ogcocephalidae Sea Moths- Pegasidae 

Flying Gurnards- Oactylopteridae Velvetfishes- Aploactinidae Coral Crouchers - Caracanthidae 

Stargazers - Uranoscopidae Clingfishes- Gobiesocidae 
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GIANT FROGFISH Antennanus commersoni 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Frogfishes · Antennariidae 
ID: Large with few wany projections; highly vanable often 
acquiring color of surroundings. Solitary, frequently on 
sponges. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and C. America. 
· S. Japan to Australia • 

Giant Frogfish - White Phase 
ID: in all phases may develop scab-like patches. 

BRACKISH FROGFISH Antennarius biocellatus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Frogfishes · Antennariidae 
ID: Extremely variable from tan or yellowish to nearly black; 
pale-edged black spot on base of rear dorsal fin rays; short 
lure (shorter than adjacent dorsal lin ray) ; flat body profile 
with high back. Solitary. Brackish and fresh water to 10m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Solomon Is .. north to 
S.W.Japan. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Giant Frogfish - Brown Mottled Phase 

Giant Froglish -
Yellow P~ose 
ID: Most oommonly 
in shades of tan and 
brown, but yellow, 
orange, pink, red , 
green, white and 
black individuals have 
all been reported. 
Color change can take 
from a few days to 
several weeks. May 
display pepper like 
spots and vague 
variably-sized spots. 

ID: Occasionally acquire mottled oolors with scab-like patches 
and a few warts. May develop fringe-like proJections further 
enhancing their camouflage. 

OCEllATED FROGFISH Antennanussp. 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Frogfishes · Antennariidae 
ID: Black to brown with large pale to orange-edged black 
spot on base of rear dorsal tin rays that extends onto back; 
rod-shaped lure about same height as 2nd dorsal fin. Solitary. 
Sand and rubble areas to 30 m. 
Localized: Unidentified, possibly undescribed species known 
only from Lembah Straits, Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
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Frogfishes 

PAINTED FROGFISH Antennarius pictus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Frogfishes - Antennariidae 
ID: Similar to Warty Frogfish (previous), but warts generally 
less pronounced and absent in juveniles. Color and marking 
patterns highly variable, most have spots of varying size. 
Solitary. Variety of reef habitats to 73 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawati and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

Painted Frogfish - Cream Phase 
ID: Species often develop large scab-like patches on body. 

Painted Frogfish - Block Phase 
ID: The black phase is most oommonly enoountered in areas 
of black volcanic sand. 
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Pointed Frogfish - Small Juveru1e 
ID: Small individuals oommonly display ornate marking and 
color pattern of black with scattered orange spots and blue 
fin borders. 

Painted Froglish - Pink Phase 
ID: Lure long, about twice the length of 2nd dorsal spine with 
fllamentous tip that may resemble a small fish or shrimp. Note 
how the color matches almost perfectly the color of the 
background sponge. 

Pointed Frogfish - Red Phase 
ID: This species has the ability to change almost any color 
including white, black, red, pink, orange, yellow and brown. 



WARTY FROGFISH Antennanus maculatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Frogfishes- Antennariidae 
ID: Smallish with numerous knob-Uke warts; variable oolor 
usually with reddish brown saddles and blotches; oommonly 
display darkish spots with pale borders. Solitary. Frequently 
among algae, sponges and soft corals of ooastal reefs to 15m. 
lndo-Pacific: Mauritius-to Hawaii. -S. W. Japan to Australia. 

Warty Frogfish • Brown Phase 
ID: Note numerous large knob-like warts. 

BANDT AIL FROGFISH Antennalius dorehensis 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Frogfishes- Antennariidae 
ID: Small; color highly variable, but usually drab shades; 
often bands on tail. Solitary and cryptic. Wedge in cracks 
and crevices of sheltered reefs. usually in less than 1 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afrtca to C. America.· S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

' .... .,. 
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Warty Fragfish • Small Juvenile 
SIZE: to 2 em (1 in.) 

ID: Frequently white with red-brown saddle and orange 
borders of rear dorsal and tall fins. Often in open on sand. 

Warty Frogfish • Pink Phase 
ID: Color phases mclude wlute. pink, red. yellow. greenish 
yellow. many shades of brown and black; may display yellow 
or orange spots. 

HISPID FROG FISH Antennarius hispidus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Frogfishes - Antermariidae 
ID: Pom-pom Uke tip on lure and scattered filamentous skin 
appendages; variable beige, yellow, orange, white or black, 
often display zebra-like banding. Solitary. Often among leaf 
debris of ooastal reefs to 69 m. 
lndo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji. - Taiwan to Australia. 
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Frogfishes 

SPOTFIN FROGFISH Antennalius nummifer 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) FrogfiShes- Antennariidae 
ID: Short angling rod, definite peduncle "stem" between dorsal 
and tail fins; variable coloration depending on background; 
pale-ringed dark spot at base of rear dorsal fin. Solitary; 
wedge in reef crevices. Inshore and offshore reefs to 176 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to C. America.-S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

FRECKLED FROGFISH Antennalius coccineus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Frogfishes - Antennariidae 
ID: Lack tail base (dorsal and anal fins end at start of tail), 
short lure half height of adjacent dorsal ray; highly variable 
color from drab shades to red. Solitary and cryptic. Reef crevices 
or among rubble of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 75 m 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to C. America. - S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

STRIPED FROGFISH Antennalius striatus 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Frogfishes - Antennariidae 
JD: Long lure with worm-like tip ; highly variable coloration 
usually with dark zebra-like banding and often with 
filamentous skin appendages. SOlitary. Frequently on sand 
or mud bottoms in depths to 218 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Society Is. 
in French Polynesia. -Japan to New Zealand. 
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Spotlin Frogfish • Red Phase 
ID: May display only the pale-ringed dark spot at base of 
posterior, but often display a scattering of additional spots 
of varying size. 

Freckled Frogfish • Phase 
ID: Usually display a faint to distinct ooellated spot on back 
under rear dorsal fin; commonly have a scattering of small 
warts with shon filaments. 

Striped Frogfish · Hairy Variation 
ID: Filamentous skin appendages are extremely well 
developed in some individuals. Usually produced on 
individuals living in areas with filamentous algae. Note 
extended worm-like lure. 



RANDALL'S FROGFISH Antennarius randalh 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (P/. In.) Frogfishes · Antennariidae 
ID: Small; highly variable m shades of yellow to red to brown 
and black; consistently marked with small white spot 
behind eye, another above pectoral fin and a 3nd on upper 
edge of tail. Solitary. Seaward reefs in 8·30 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Marshall Is. in Micronesia, 
Hawaii and Easter I. in southeastern Pacific. 

Rundall's Frogfish · Tan Phase 
ID: Often display a dark spot on lower mid -dorsal fin 
extending onto back. A secretive species usuaUy under 
ledges and reef recesses, rarely sits in the open. 

CRYPTIC FROGFISH Histiophryne cryptacanthus 
SIZE: to 8.5 om (3 '/• In.) Frogfishes • Antennariidae 
ID: Lure inconspicuous, dorsal spines embedded in fleshy 
hump; highly variable coloration that blends with 
su rrou ndings. Solitary. Often on sponges in reef crevices 
of coastal reefs in 4-130 m. 
Asian Pacific: Taiwan, Indonesia and Philippines to Australia. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Randall's Frogfish • Dark Phase 
ID: Color changeable to match surroundings. This dark 
individual photographed on black sand at Bali, Indonesia. 
Note consistent white spot markings, commonly a 2nd white 
spot on lower edge of tail opposite the upper spot. 

BANDFIN FROGFISH Antennatus tuberosus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 In.) Frogfishes • Antennariidae 
ID: Small; tan to brownish with reticulum of dark lines, may 
display patches of color to enhance camouflage, dark bar on 
pectoral and tail fins. Solitary. Stony coral branches in coral 
reefs to 73 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii. French Polynesia and 
Pitcairn Is. 

SARGASSUMFISH Histrio histrio 
SIZE: to 14 em (6 '1> in.) Frogfishes · Antennariidae 
ID: Shades of b rown to yellow with skin Oaps, random lines, 
spots and dusky blotches. Usually solitary; several individuals 
may inhabit same float of 8argassum seaweed. In 8argassum 
or other algae patches near surface near shore to open ocean. 
Circurntropical: AU tropical seas except E. Pacific. 
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Frogfishes - Toadfishes - Batfishes - Sea Moths - Lionfishes 

SPOT·TAIL FROGFISH Lophiocharon tnsignatus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Frogfishes-Antennarildae 
ID: Shades of brown to green; curved lure; darkish reticulations 
on head, dark-edged white spots on tail. Large (2 mm) eggs 
attach to side of males (pictured). Solitary. Often Wlder wharf 
pilings or among debris of coastal reefs in 2-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, Philippines 
and Papua New Guinea. 

BANDED TOADFISH 
SIZE: to 26 em (10 in.) 

Halophyme diemensis 
Toadfishes -Batrachoididae 

ID: Brown to gray w1th dark bands; scorpioniish-like body, 
but soft scaleless appearance and few spines and skin flaps 
on head. Solitary. Wedge in reef crevices , often in open at 
night, to 20m. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Andaman Sea to Papua New Guinea 
and N.E. Queensland m Australia. 

DRAGON SEA MOTH EUJ'fl)e(Jasus dracoms 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 '/. in.) Sea Moths- Pegasidae 
ID: Hard bony carapace, long narrow flattened snout and 
wing-like pectoral fins often with pale border; brown with 
netted reticulations. "Walk" with finger-like pelvic fins. Solitary 
or in pairs. Sand, robble and seagrass bottOms to 90 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas and Society Is. 
in French Polynesia. -Japan to Australia 
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BuruR'S FROGFISH TathiC8I]Jus butle.ci 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Frogfishes- Antennariidae 
ID: Long angling rod. long separate 1st dorsal spines. 
transparent dorsal fin membranes (fleshy in most frogfishes); 
highly variable color. Solitary. Among weeds and rubble of 
coastal reefs in 7-146 m, but usually below 25 m. 
Localized: New Guinea and N. Australia. 

ESTUARY BATFISH Halieutaea sp 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• in.) Batfishes- Ogcocephalidae 
ID: Tan with pair of large dark diffuse areas on either side of 
back; bright yellow pectoral fin tips; flattened disk-shaped 
body, fringe of hair-b'ke filaments on edge of head and body. 
Sohtary. Soft bottoms of coastal waters in 1· 50 m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

SLENDER SEA MOTH Pegasus vohtans 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 'I• in.) Sea Moths- Pegasidae 
ID: Similar to Dragon Sea Moth (previous]. but longer 
tapered snout and more slender and uniformly tapered 
body; brown with dark reticulations. Solitary or in pairs. 
Sand, robble and seagrass bottoms of coastal reefs to 73 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Arabian Gulf to Australia, 
north to S. Japan. 



HELMUT GURNARD Dactyloptena orientalis 
SJZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Flying Gumards · Dactylopterictae 
ID: Elongate rigid body with antenna-like dorsal fin ray 
above head and large wing-like pectoral fins with protruding 
filamentous tips. Solitary, "walk" on bottom with finger-like 
pelvic rays. Sandy areas near reefs to 68 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. 
m French Polynesia.· S. Japan toN. Australia. 

SHORTFIN LIONFISH Dendrocbirus brac/Jypterus 
SJZE: to 17 em (6'1• in.) Lionfishes. SCorpaenidae 
ID: Red to brown and yellow with fan-like non-filamentous 
pectoral fins marked with 6·10 dark bands on males (4·6 on 
females); short skin flap below each eye. Solitary or form 
small groups. Sand of coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-30 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tonga.· S. Japan 
to Australia. 

~~--~------------------

Shortfin Uonfish · Yellow Variation 
ID: Usually shades of red to brown, but on rare occasion 
bright yellow. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Helmut Gurnard ·Young 
ID: Wing-like pectorals usually marked with bright ocellated 
spot near base that becomes a dark blotch with age; pectoral 
fins of both young and adult are typically marked with electric 
blue wavy lines and spots. When alarmed, fully extend pectoral 
fins and rapidly swim away. 

Shortfin Uonfish ·Red Variation 
ID: All variations have white tips on 1st dorsal fin and dark 
and light lines marking translucent 2nd dorsal, anal and tail 
fins. Rest during day; actively feed at night. 

TWINSPOT LIONFISH Dendrocbirus biocellatus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Lionfishes · SCorpaenidae 
ID: Brown body with wide bars and 2·3 wide dark bands; 
whitish fan-like non-filamentous pectoral fins, pair of eye spots 
on rear dorsal fin; long tentacle-like skin flap below each eye. 
Solitary. Caves and under ledges of coral·rich areas to 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Mauritius to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
· S. Japan to N.W. Australia (Scott Reef). 
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Lionfishes 

COMMON UONFISH Ptero1s vohcans 
SIZE: to 38 em (15m.) Lionfishes- Soorpaerudae 
ID: Numerous reddJsh brown to nearly black bands w1th 
wlute lines between; long feather-like pectoral fm rays wrth 
light and dark bands. dark spotted dorsal. anal and tail fins 
Solitary Coastal. lagoon and seaward reefs to 50 m 
East Indo-Pacific: W Australia and Malaysian Perunsula to 
Pitcalm Is m southeastern PaCific. - S. Japan to Kermadec Is. 

INDIAN LIONFISH Ptero1s muncata 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Lionfishes- Soorpaenidae 
ID: Identical to Common L10nfish (prev1ous) except one Jess 
ray m rear dorsal and anal fms and slightly shorter pectoral 
fin rays. D1stmgu1shed by location. Solitary or form small 
groups Coastal. lagoon and seaward reefs m 2-50m 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea. E. Afnca and Andaman Sea to SUmatra 
in Indonesia 

MOMJASA UONFISH Ptero1s mombasae 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 /, m.) Lionfishes- Soorpaerudae 
ID: Pale wrth numerous red-brown bands of varying width; 
whitish fan-like pectoral fins with semicircular bands 
formed of large spots and long filamentous rays. Solitary. 
Soft coral, sponge and rubble of sheltered reefs m 10·50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to N.W. Australia and Papua 
New Guinea. 
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<onvnon Uonlish • Juvenae 
ID: Long slender pectoral hn rays (less feather-like than 
adults) often show same black coloration occas1onal 
dJsplayed by adults. Juvemles and adults may be solitary or 
m small groups; during day ofoon tns1de caves. under ledges 
or around wreckage. 

SPOTFIN LIONFISH Pterois antennata 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) L1o1lfishes -Scorpaerudae 
ID: Pale with numerous red-brown bands or varying width; 
whitish translucent fan-like pectoral fins with a few large 
spots and long filamentous rays Solitary or form small groups 
m caves and creVIces. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Marquesas and Austral Is. m French 
Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia 

CUARFIN UONFISH 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 m.) 

PteroJS radJata 
l.lonfishes -Soorpaenidae 

ID: W1de brown bars wrth wlute hnes between, horizontal 
band on tail base; long filamentous pectoral flo rays wrth 
connecting translucent ussue orily near base. Solitary. Reef 
crev1ces of lagoon and seaward reefs m 3 ·15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Soc1ety Is. in French 
Polynesia. -S.W. Japan to New Caledorua. 



KODIPUNGI UONFISH 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) 

Prerois kodipungJ 
Lionfishes - Soorpaenidae 

ID: Pale with numerous red-brown bands of varying width; 
long free, feather-like pectoral fin rays; lack dark spots on 
dorsal, anal and tail fins. Solitary. Mud or fine sand bottoms 
of estuaries, bays and coastal waters in 3-35m. 
Localized: Indonesia. 

LONGSPINE LIONFISH 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) 

Pteroissp. 
Lionfishes - Soorpaenidae 

ID: Similar to Common Lionfish (previous) except much 
taller dorsal spines, 13 instead of 14 pectoral rays, sparsely 
scattered small black spots on rear dorsal, anal and tail fins. 
Solitary. Mud and fine sand of coastal waters in 3-30m. 
Localized: Flores, Banda Sea and Moluccas in Indonesia. 

BLEEKER'S LIONFISH 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '1• in.) 

Ebosia bleekeri 
Lionfishes - Soorpaenidae 

ID: Pale with 8 brown bars and spots between; whitish 
fan-like pectoral fins marked with semicircular bands and 
no ray filaments, reddish dorsal spines. Solitary or small 
groups. Open sand and mud slopes in 10 -85 m, often in 
areas of cool upwellings. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan and Indonesia to E. Australia. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

CL£ARTAIL UONFISH Pterois miles 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Lionfishes- Soorpaenidae 
ID: Similar to Kodipungi Lionfish (previous), but feather-like 
pectoral rays less free and 14 rays instead of 13; white areas 
between dark bars on body wider. Solitary. Mud or fine sand 
bottoms of estuaries, bays and coastal waters in 3-50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to N.W. Australia and Sumatra 
and Bali in Indonesia. 

GURNARD UONFISH Parapterois heturums 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Lionfishes - Scorpaerudae 
ID: White with brown bars; thread-like filaments on dorsal 
spines and outermost rays of tail, non-filamentous fan-like 
pecroral fins with fine blue bands on interior surface. Solitary, 
sometimes partly buried. Mud and sand in 3-300 m. 
Asian Pacific: Bali in Indonesia, north to S. Japan. 

ZEBRA LIONFISH 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) 

Dendroc!Jirus zebra 
Lionfishes - Scorpaenidae 

ID: White with wide brown body bars; whitish tan-like 
pectoral fins with brownish radiating streaks and shon ray 
filaments. Solitary or form small groups; nocturnal feeders. 
Coral and rock of sheltered reefs to 35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa. - S. Japan 
to Australia. 
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Lionfishes - Scorpionfishes 

PYGMY UONFISH Brachypterois serrulata 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Lionflshes - Scorpaenidae 
ID: Typical scorpionflsh body with tionflsh-like non-filamentous 
pectoral fin "wings"; blotchy shades of brown with dark spot 
on gill cover. Solitary. Mud bottoms of estuaries and offshore 
trawling grounds in 3-40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia, north to S. Japan. 

Ambon S<orpionfish - Variation 
ID: The length of skin flaps and filaments is highly variable, 
may be absent in habitats without filamentous algae. 

lAaY SCORPIONFISH Rhinop1as aphanes 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Compressed body with upturned snout; maze-like color 
pattern; long cirrus above each eye, numerous skin flaps and 
filaments. Solitary, "walk" with pectoral and pelvic fins. Often 
associate with crinoids of seaward reefs in 5-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan to N.E. Australia and New Caledonia. 
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AMBON SCORPIONFISH Pteroidichthys amboinensis 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Scorpionflsh- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Commonly in shades of brown; very long cirrus above 
each eye, fan-like pectoral fins; usually numerous skin flaps 
and filaments on head, body And fins. Solitary. Algae, sand 
and mud bottoms in 3-40m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Australia to Indonesia and S. Japan. 

Ambon S<orpianlish - Variation 
ID: Color variations include shades of green, brown, yellow and 
red. This attractive pink variation features very long, drooping 
eye "tentacles". 

Lo<ey S<orpionfish · V ariolion 
ID: Color of maze-like pattern highly variable and include 
contrasting shades of yellow, brown, green to nearly black. 
All variations have white spot below eye. Note lace-like 
structure of pectoral fins. 



PADDLE·FlAP SCORPIONFISH Rhinopias eschmeyeri 
SIZE: to 19 em (7 '/o in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Similar to Weedy Scorpionfish (previous) but more 
uniformly colored; Oat paddle-like generally unbranched 
skin flaps. Solitary. Open sand or among weeds of seaward 
reefs in 2-40 
Indo ·Asian Pacific: Maufitius to Indonesia and Philippines. 

WEEDY SCORPIONFISH Rhmopms frondosa 
SIZE: to 23 em (9 in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Mottled shades often with dark outlined spots and 
irregular markings; compressed body with upturned snout 
and numerous short branched skin flaps and filaments. 
SOlitary. Seaward reefs in 10-297 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E- Africa and Mauritius to Indonesia and 
Caroline Is. in Micronesia, north to S. Japan. 

Weedy Scorpionfish ·Variation 
ID: Often eanhtone shades without bold markings when 
blending with coral, rubble and algae. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

- ~·:..;~:;.:;.:::.;...a:il:l~£!1 

Paddle-flap Scorpionfish · Variation 
ID: Color highly variable including red, pink, orange, yellow, 
blue and lavender to purplish. 

Weedy Scorpionfish • Variation 
ID: Variable shades from brown to lavender to red and may 
lack bold marking pattern. 

DECOY SCORPIONFISH 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

Iracundus signifer 
Scorpionfishes - Scorpaenidae 

ID: Red to brown; unique 1st dorsal fin mimics shape of 
small fish when extended; fin used as lure. SOlitary. Seaward 
reefs in 10-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Ooeanic islands from Mauritius to Hawaii and 
Pitcairn Is. in southeastern Pacific. 
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Scorpionfishes 

MOZAMBIQUE SCORPIONFISH Parascorpaena mossamb1ca 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Scorpionfishes -Scorpaenidae 
ID: Small with well developed cirri above eyes; blotchy 
shades of wh1te to brown and lavender. no dark spot on 
dorsal fin. Solitary. Inside crev1ces or on sand and rubble 
bottoms of reef flats, lagoons and channels to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Soc1ety Is. m French Polynesia 
- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

GUAM SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenodesguamef1SJS 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '/· JD.) Scorp1onfishes- Scorpaerudae 
ID: Relatively elongate body; blotchy shades of brown With 
distinct dark spot on gill cover. Solitary and cryptic, 
nocturnal feeders. Rubble, rocks and coral crevices of reef flats 
and lagoons to 12 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to PitcaJm I. in southeastern 
PaCifiC. -S. Japan to Australia 

CHEIKSPOT SCORPION FISH Scorpaenodes huorahs 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: BlotChy red body with variable brown markings on head; 
red JnS and pale-edged dark spot on lower edge of gill cover. 
Solitary and nocturnal. Caves and crevices or among rocks 
or seaward reefs in 3 -25m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii. - S. Japan to Great Barner Reef 
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PAINTID SCORPIONFISH Parascorpaena p1cta 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 m.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Mottled red to brown to greerush brown; la!ge rounded 
bead With shon blunt snout; recldlsb bands m ms, cun above 
eyes not always present, bands on lips. Solitary. lnslde aev!OeS 
of coastal reefs to 15m 
Asian Pacific: Taiwan toN. Australia 

HAIRY SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenodes husutus 
SIZE: to 7 an (2 I m.) Scorpionfishes - Scorpaemdae 
ID: Small relatively elongate body With scattered skin flaps on 
head; reel With brown blotches, darkish blotch on pectoral fin. 
Solitary, rarely m open except at night. Caves and creVIces of 
lagoon and outer reef slopes in 5·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitca1m I. 
m southeastern PaClJic. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

BLOTCHFIN SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenodes vanpmrus 
SIZE: to 7 an (2 '/ m.) SCOrpionfishes -Scorpaerudae 
ID: Small; blotchy shades of dark brown; dark blotCh on outer 
edge of rear dorsal fin spmes, dark band on pectoral fin near 
base, red marks around eye. Soiltary. in open at mght Reef 
creVIces of reef flats, lagoons and seaward reefs to 200 m 
Indo ·Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Coral Sea, nonb 
to Manana Is. m M1crones1a. 



SHORTFIN SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenodes pa!VIpJflllls 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Blotchy shades of red to brown; very short dorsal fin 
(longest spine usually Jess than the eye diameter). Solitary. 
Reef crevices of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia 

DEVIL SCORPIONFISH 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) 

Scorpaenops1s diabolus 
Scorpionfishes -Scorpaenidae 

ID: Pronounced hump on back; highly variable color, bm 
generally drab shades blendmg with surroundings. Solitary 
or in pairs. Rubble or weed bottoms of coastal. lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 2-70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. 
in French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia. 

Devil S(orpionlish • Phose 
ID: Color varies widely according to surroundings; some of 
most colorful examples. showing patChes of pink, red and 
orange are found on coralline algal substrates. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Shortlin S(orpionlish • Variation 
ID: Occasionally display large pale saddle from rear of head 
to mid-upper body. 

Dev~ S(orpionfish • Brown Phase 
ID: Inner surface of pectoral fin is brilliant yellow and orange 
with isolated black spots, similar Flasher Scorpionfisb 
1 following page 1 has broad black border; length of snout 
about 1.3 - 1.5 eye diameter. similar Flasher's snout about 
equal to diameter of eye. 

BANDT AIL SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenops1s neglecta 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Scorpionfishes -Scorpaenidae 
ID: Sinular to Flasher Scorpionfish !following page}. but bony 
ridge above eye serrated, head profile not as steep and snout 
more humped; colors highly variable. Solitary. Open sand and 
mud bottoms of seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. W. Australia and Indonesia to Taiwan and 
S. Japan. 
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Scorpionfishes 

FLASHER SCORPION FISH ScorpaenopsJS macrochrr 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) SoorpaonfiShes • Soorpaenidae 
ID: SUDi.lar to DeVli Soorpaonfish IPrevaous), but much smaller 
maxJmum saze. shorter snout and less pronounced hump on 
back; color lughly variable. Solitary or Ill parrs. Rubble. weed 
and rocks of coastal reefs to 80 m 
Indo· Pacific: Mauritius to Marquesas Is m French Polynesaa 
• S W Japan to Australia. 

Flasher ScOI'pionfish- Orange Phase 
ID: All spectes of Scoi})aenopsJS at tunes diSplay colors that 
effecnvely IDIIlliC sponge growth. ToleJate brackish environments 
near nver mouths; also occurs on deep offshore trawl grounds. 

PAPUAN SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenopsis papuensrs 
SIZE: to 22 em (8' /• in.) Soorpionflshes- Soorpaenidae 
ID: Very sunilar to Tasseled Scorpionfish !previous), but larger 
scales (48·55 in lateral on side); best distinguished by location 
except an overlapping range of Indonesia, Palau and Philippmes. 
Solitary Seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, New Gtunea, Marshall Is. in Micronesia to 
French Polynesaa -S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef. 
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Flasher Scorpionlish - Gray·brown Phose 
ID: Inner surface of pectoral fm is bnlliam yellow-orange wath 
a sola ted black spots and wade black border. Samalar Devil 
Soorpionfish lprevaous) lacks tl!Js border. 

TASSEUD SCORPIONFISH Scorpaenof)SJS oxycephala 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 I m.) Soorp1onfishes • Soorpaerudae 
ID: Long humped snout, eye= absent m adults, prominent 
skin tassels on lower head; small scales (60-65m lateral row 
on sade). Highly vanable color and marklllgs. Solitary. Coral 
and rocky bottoms to 43 m 
Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Palau (absent 
Papua New Guinea), north to Truwan. 

Papuon Scorpionlish - Young 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 '!. in.) 

ID: Young usually have long cirri above eyes and exaggerated 
facial skin appendages: color often mottled brownish red, but 
as lughly variable and can be changed to match surroundings. 



POSS'S SCORPION FISH ScorpaeaopSJs poss1 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Soorpionfishes - Soorpaenidae 
ID: Similar to Tasseled Soorpionfish and Papuan Soorpionfish 
(previous], but shorter snout and only 17 pectoral rays (versus 
19 or 20); eye cirri absent or shorter than eye diameter; usually 
drab shades blending with bottom. Coral reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea am:! E. Africa to Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia. · Taiwan to Australia. 

RAGGY SCORPIONFISH ScorpaenopsJs venosa 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Soorpionfishes - Soorpaenidae 
ID: Similar Poss's Scorpionfish (previous]. but usually with 
well-developed cirri above eyes. Solitary. Sheltered bays and 
lagoons in 2 -72 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Sea and Sri Lanka toN. Australia, 
north to S. Japan. 

YELLOW-SPOTTED SCORPIONFISH Sebastapistes cyanosngma 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Soorpionfishes · Scorpaenidae 
ID: Pink to reddish body with numerous tiny white spots, 
yellow blotches and yellowish fins . Solitary or from small 
groups. Branches of Pocillopora coral heads in surge areas 
of outer reefs in 2 ·15 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Samoa and Line Is. in 
eastern Central Pacific. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Pass's Scorpionfish • Young 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• in.) 
ID: Young frequently display white patches on nape and below 
eye. Solitary. Reef crevices and under ledges during day. 
Mainly seaward reefs and passages. 

Roggy Scorpionlish- Young 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '1• in.) 
ID: Frequently with white patch on nape and exaggerated 
skin flaps on head and body. Oocur along oontinental margins 
or islands associated with continents, absent £rom true 
oceanic islands. 

MAURITIUS SCORPIONFISH Sebastapistes mau.Iitiana 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Scorpionlishes - Socrpaenidae 
ID: Small, deep pit on top of head behind eyes and pair of 
strong bony ridges associated with spine between eyes; oolor 
variable, usually red to greenish brown with white blotches. 
Solitary and cryptic. Exposed reef flats and lagoon margins to 5 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesa and Rapa Is. in French 
Polynesia. - Marshall Is. in Micronesia to Australia. 
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Scorpionfishes - Longfin Waspfishes - Stonefishes 

LEAF SCORPIONFISH Taenianotus triacanthus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Scorpionfishes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Strongly compressed head and body, tall dorsal fin 
beginning well behind eyes, leafy appendages above eyes; 
color highly variable. Solitary or in pairs. Coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs to 134m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji and Hawaii.- S.W. Japan to 
Australia. 

Leaf Scorpionfish ·White Variation 
ID: Perch in the entrance of caves or crev1ces, also on bottoms 
mixed w1th debris and on living corals. Usually sway back and 
forth with water movement to mimic leaf or drifting seaweed. 

BAR CHIN SCORPIONFISH SebasUlpistes strongia 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• in.) Scorpionflshes- Scorpaenidae 
ID: Small; red to brownish with white blotches and bars and 
dark bars on lower jaw; cirrus above each eye. Solitary and 
cryptic; in open only at night. Sheltered coastal reefs, reef llats 
and lagoons to t 8 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - Mariana Is. in Micronesia to Australia. 
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Leaf Scorpionfish · Yellow Variation 
ID: Color variations including white, pink, yellow, tan, brown 
and black with mottling. 

Leaf Scorpionfish · Reddish Brown Variation 
ID: This spec1es sheds skiD at frequent intervals allowing a 
slight change of color. can also darken and pale depending 
on background. 

LONGFIN WASPFISH Apistus carinatus 
SIZE: to 8.8 em (3'/• in.) Longtin Waspfishes- Apistidae 
ID: Shades of brown: elongate black area on mid-dorsal fin; 
large wing-like pectoral fins, chin "whiskers". Solitary or 
form groups, sometimes partly bury. Fine sand or mud 
bottoms of estuaries and offshore trawl grounds in 10·45 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii · S.W. Japan to Australia. 



SPINY DEVILFISH lrumJcusdJdactylus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7m.) Stonefishes- Synanceudae 
ID: Upturned snout and bulbous eyes set on top of head. 
fan-hke pectoralluls. dorsal fin with isolated spiky spmes 
except lst3 connected WJth membrane. SOI!tary or 111 paus 
Sand. rubble, silt and mud of protected mshore reefs 111 S-40 m. 
Asian Pacific: Thailand and S.E. Chma to lndonessa, Austraha. 
New Caledorua and Vanuatu 

Spiny DevUfish • Variatlan 
ID: Colors range from brown to gray and black on sand, mud 
and rubble bottoms and pmk to red to orange when colorful 
sponges are present. Colors of iMer surface of pectoral fins 
range from white to yellow to lavender to red. 

CAUOONIAN DEVIlliSH lrumJcus caledomcus 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 111.) Stonefishes • Synanceudae 
ID: SIIIlllar to Spmy Devlllish (preVIOUS) and Spotted DeVIlfish 
[next); best distinguished by pale to yellow irmer surface of 
pectoral fin marked with dark band through middle and dark 
area around base. SOI!tary. Sand. rubble and mud m15·60 m 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Andarnan Sea to Australia and New 
Caledonia. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

SJM-y Oevilisll· vcnma. 
ID: Color lughly vanable. usuaDy blend With background 
unless pec:tOl'liJ fins 111'8 flared exposmg oolorfuJ liUleT surface. 
Note iixiJvldll.al witbout Dared fms Walk on bottom WJth 
pelvic • fulge!s · : cr..en burr iD Sl.lld. 

Spiny Devilfish· Variation 
ID: There are 3 species of sunilar appearing Devilfishes. They 
are best distinguished by the pattern on the inner surface of the 
pectoral fins. The Spiny Devillish has a larve dark semicircle 
around base followed by a w ide pale band and a colorful 
band with spots on the outer edge. 

SPOmD DEVllliSH lrumJcus smeDSJs 
SIZE: to 18 em (7111.) Stonefishes • Synanceudae 
ID: SuniJar to Spiny Devilfish and catedoruan Devilfish (previous); 
best distinguished by dark irmer surface of pectoral fin with 
large pale to yellow spots (no bands of color). SOI!tary. Sand, 
rubble and mud 111 5 · 90 rn. 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia and Indonesia. north to Taiwan 
and S. China. 
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Stonefishes - Waspfishes 

REEF STONEFISH Synanceia verrucooa 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Stonefishes • Synanceiidae 
ID: Globular and poorly defined, appear as algae-covered 
Stone; prominent warts and skin flaps, eyes far apan with deep 
pit between. Solitary or small groups, venomous fin spines 
deadly; may bury in sand. Reef fiats and outer slopes to 20 m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Austral Is. in French 
Polynesia. · S.W. Japan to Australia. 

ESTUARINE STONEFISH Synanceia honida 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Stonefishes · Synancetidae 
ID: Globular and poorly defined, appear as algae-covered 
stone; prominent warts, bony ridge above and between eyes. 
Solitary, venomous spines deadly. Sand and rubble of coastal 
reefs and estuaries to 40 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: lnrlia to S. China, Philippines and Australia 

BLUE·EYED STINGFISH Minous trachycephalus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'I• in.) Stonefishes · Synanceiidae 
ID: Blotchy earthtones; lowest ray of pectoral fin separated 
and used for "walking", barbels on chin; white irregular 
spot below eye, ba nds on outer pectoral fin. Solitary. Fine 
sand or mud bottoms of coastal areas in 10·46 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Sri Lanka to Indonesia and South China Sea 
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Reef Stonefish ·Variation 
ID: An ambush feeder that typically morlifies color and skin 
Oaps to blend with surrounds; however, it may rlisplay 
brilliant shades or red, lavender or orange. Dorsal. ventral and 
anal fin spines are highly venomous, wounds can be fatal. 

DAMPIER STONEFISH Dampierosa daruma 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Stonefishes • Synancetidae 
ID: Large rounded head, no apparent scales with velvet-like 
skin texture; variable colors often with irregular white 
patches and usually banded pectoral fins. Solitary. Sand or 
mud bottoms of coastal reefs with large tides to 15m. 
Localized: N.W. Australia. 

PAINTED STINGFISH Minous pictus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 '/• in.) Stonefishes · Synanceiidae 
ID: Shades of brown with reddish cheek and base of pectoral 
fin; lowest ray of pectoral fin separated and used for 
"walking", barbels on chin; faint bands on fins. Solitary. Soft 
bottoms of coastal seas in 12 · 60 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 



MANY-BARBED STINGFISH Choridactylus multibarbus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Stonefishes -Synanceiidae 
ID: Large protruding eyes and blunt snout, 3lowest pectoral 
fin rays unattached from fin are used for "walking"; variable 
colors, may be marbled or blotched. Solitary. Sand and mud 
bottoms of coastal waters in 1 0-40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red.Sea and Arabian Gulf to Indonesia, 
Philippines and China. 

SPINY WASPFISH Ablabys macracanthus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Waspfishes- Tetrarogidae 
ID: Light to dark brown; compressed body, smooth·edged 
dorsal fin that begins above eye fonning a triangular sail-like 
projection. Solitary or in pairs, sway with water motion. Sand 
or mud bottoms of coastal reefs in 8 ·50 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

COCKATOO WASPFISH Ablabys taenianotus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Waspfishes- Tetrarogidae 
ID: Similar to Spiny Waspfisb (previous), difficult to 
distinguish except for higher number of dorsal spines 
(17 versus 15). Solitary or in pairs. Sand, mud, rubble and 
weed bottoms of coastal reefs to 20 m. 
East Indo-West Paci.fic: Andaman Sea to Fiji. - S. Japan to 
Australia. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

WHITEFACE WASPFISH Richardsonichthys Jeucogaster 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Waspfishes- Tetrarogidae 
ID: Blotchy shades of red to brown, dorsal fin deeply incised 
between each spine; has general appearance similar to other 
waspfishes except head and anterior body not nearly as 
compressed. Solitary. Mud and sand of coastal reefs in 3· 18 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to N. Australia, Indonesia and Papua 
New Guinea 

Spiny Waspfish ·Pale Variation 
ID: Light brown to nearly white with dark brown mask. 
Disinguished from similar Cockatoo Waspfish (next( dorsal 
fin count (15 versus 17). 

Cockatoo Waspfish ·Variation 
ID: Dark brown with white "face" is common. AU variations 
may also have one or more white spots on side as displayed 
on previous variation. 
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Waspfishes - Flatheads 

LONGSPINE WASPFISH Paracentropogon longisptnus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 in.) Waspfishes • Tettarogidae 
ID: Shades of reddish brown with white spots and blotches 
on body and banding on fins; dorsal fin with V·shaped 
notches between spines. Solitary. Silt and sand bottoms of 
coastal reefs in 7 · 30 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: India to Australia, north to Philippines. 

longspine Wasplish - Juvenile 
SIZE: to 4.5 em (1 '/, in.) 
ID: Red to reddish brown, usually displays white "face" and 
one or more white spots on body. Cryptic during day, but 
frequent on open sand and silt slopes at night. 

ESTUARY WASPFISH TetraaJge barbata 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/, in.) WaspfiShes • Tetrarogidae 
ID: Rusty brown, dark bands radiate from eye; compressed 
body and shallow notch between dorsal spines. SOlitary or in 
pairs. Mud, sand and gravel bottoms, often blend with dead 
leaves. Estuaries and freshwater streams to 3 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 
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longspine Wasplish · Variation 
ID: Mottled reddish brown with only a few white spots and 
a white "face." This species is frequently found among 
weed beds during day, but hunts in open for small 
crustaceans at night. 

SAILFIN WASPFISH Paracentropogon sp. 
SIZE: to 7.5 em (3 in.) Waspfishes · Tetarogidae 
ID: Shades of reddish brown W1th dark blotches; V-shaped 
notches between most dorsal fin spines, but only shallow dip 
between 2nd and 3rd spine, membrane or 3rd spine attaches 
near base of 4th. Solitary. Coastal reefs in 3-10m. 
Localized: Indonesia . 

BLACK WASPFISH Tetraroge mger 
SIZE: to 13.5 em (5'/• in.} Waspfishes · Tetrarogidae 
ID: Brown with scattered black spots, white snout extends 
to dorsal fin; compressed body, shallow notch between 
dorsal spines. Solitary or in pairs. Mud, sand and gTavel 
bottoms of estuaries and freshwater streams to 3 m. 
Indo -Asian Pacific: India to Indonesia, Papua New Guinea 
and Philippines. 



CROCODilE flATHEAD Cymbacepbalus beauforti 
SIZE: to 47 em (18'/dn.) Flatheads- Platycephalidae 
ID: Elongate flattened crocodile-like snout and head; 
earthtone camouflage markmgs. Sohtary; pale, darken and 
change colors to blend with surroundings. Sand, rubble and 
seagrass near mangroves and reefs to 10 m. 
Asian Pacific: Borneo and Phihppmes to Palau and Yap m 
Micronesia, south to New Caledonia. 

JAPANESE flATHEAD Inegocia]aponica 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Flatheads- Platycephalidae 
ID: Elongate and flattened head and snout: gray-brown back, 
frequently with 5-6 faint blackish saddles, charcoal area 
along mid-side, dark spots on dorsal, pectoral and tail fins. 
Solitary. Sand and mud bottoms of coastal waters in 5-85 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India and Sri Lanka to Papua New Guinea. 
-S. Japan to E. Australia. 

LONGSNOUT flATHEAD Thysanophrys chiltonae 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '1• m.) Flatheads - Platycephalidae 
ID: Similar to Broadhead Flathead !previous] but eyes closer 
together, space between eyes about 1/5tb diameter of eye 
vs. space about equal to diameter of eye on the Broadhead 
Flathead. Solitary. Sandy fringe of coral reefs in 5-38 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas Is . in 
French Polynesia. - S. W. Japan to Australia. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

Crcxodile Flathead - Blatk Phase 
ID: Although Crocodile Flatheads typiCally depend on 
camouflaged patterns to match the bottom, they are 
commonly sighted m a black phase. 

BROADHEAD flATHEAD Thysanophrys arenicola 
SIZE: to 37 em (15 in.) Flatheads - Platycephalidae 
ID: Spotted shades of brown to gray; light and dark banding 
and spotting on pectoral and ventral fins, both light and dark 
bars below eye and on jaws; space between eyes about the 
same width as diameter of eye. Solitary. Sandy fringe of 
coral reefs in 3-30m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Fiji. -S. Japan to AUStralia. 

HORNED FlATHEAD Thysanophryscarbunculus 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Flatheads - Platycephalidae 
ID: Brown with 4-5 poorly defined dark saddles on back, 
spots and blotches on fins and lower sides; long cirrus 
centered above each eye. Solitary. Soft silt or mud bottoms 
of bays and estuaries in 5-40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to Singapore, Gulf of Thailand, 
Borneo and Indonesia. 
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Flatheads - Velvetfishes - Coral Crouchers - Stargazers 

FRINGEUP FLATHEAD Thysanophrys OtaJreJlSIS 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) Flatheads· Platyeepbalidae 
ID: Spotted and blotch shades of brown to gray, brown and 
white bars only on lower lip; fringe of tilly slnn flaps on 
bps. Solitary, usually buned m sand. Sandy frmge of coral 
reefs m 3·40 m 
Indo -Pacific: E. Afnca to Marquesas and Tuamotu Is. m 
French Polynesta. • S. Japan toN. Australia 

THORNY flATHEAD Rogacbus pns/.Jger 
SIZE: to 21 em (8 in.) Flatheads· Platycephalidae 
ID: Shades of reddish brown with faint body bars: spotted 
pectoral and dorsal fins, dark marks on tall; white bilobed 
lappet on upper eye. Solitary, usually bury dunng day. Sand 
bottoms of coastal waters m 10·25 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red sea and Madagascar 10 Papua New 
Gumea and New Caledorua, nonh 10 Phihppmes. 

W£1ANDER'S FLATHEAD RogadJUS welanden 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Flatheads • Platyeephahdae 
ID: Light brown wtth famt saddles and black spotS on dorsal, 
pectoral and ventral fms : bHobed uis lappet, snout long 
compared to similar Spiny Flathead (next]. Solitary, bury m 
sand durmg day. Near sheltered coral reefs in 5-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Marshall Is. in Micronesia to samoa. 
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SPOTTtD FLATHEAD Coclella punCUlta 
SIZE: to 35 em (13 J/• in.) Flatheads · Platycephalidae 
ID: Brownish gray wtth numerous small dark spotS; broad dark 
margin on 1st dorsal fin, pale taJI with dark spots or 
bonzontal streaks. Solitary. Sand or mud bottoms of coastal 
waters m 3-250 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Vanuatu, north 
toTarwan. 

BLACK-BANDED FLATHEAD Rogacbus patnc1ae 
SIZE: to 27 em (10'/• in.) Flatheads· Platycephalidae 
ID: Spotted or blotched shades of brown; 3·4 wavy dark 
stripes on soft dorsal fin, dark spotted pectoral fins, dark 
streaks on ventral fins, several dark blotches on upper tail and 
stripes below. Solitary. Coastal sand bottoms in 10·100 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Australia to Indonesia , Phllippmes and 
E. China Sea 
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SPINY FLATHEAD 
SIZE: to 13 ern (Sm.) 

Orugooa spmosa 
Flatheads· Platycephalidae 

ID: Red 10 brown With whitish mid-body bar and another 
near tail base: white margm on ventral fin; oversized head 
with numerous spines, shon snout compared 10 Welander's 
Flathead [previous]. Solitary. Sand of coastal reefs in 5·250 rn 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia to indonesia and Philippines. 
· S. Japan to Coral Sea. 



PHANTOM VELVETFISH ParaploactJs kagosl11mensis 
SIZE: to 12 em (4 in.) Velvetfishes • Aploactinidae 
ID: Compressed body; dark brown to blackish; dorsal fin 
begms in front of eyes, no scales. bony knobs on head 
(instead of spines). Solitary, well camouflaged. Sand and 
rubble strewn bottoms of coastal reefs in 2-18m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia ro S. Japan. 

SPOTTED CROUCHER Caracanthus maculatus 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Coral Crouchers • Caracantbidae 
ID: Nearly round with numerous short spines: light gray to 
pmkish with numerous red to maroon spots. Wedge body 
between branches of living Acropora, Stylophora and 
Pocillopora corals. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 10 m. 
Paci.fic: Indonesia and Philippines to Lme Is. and Australis. 
m French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

WHITEMARGIN STARGAZER Uranoscopus su/phureus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Stargazers· Uranoscopidae 
ID: Brown to grayish brown; large black spot on 1st dorsal 
fin, white margins on all fins ; large, rounded head with 
upturned mouth and small eyes. Solitary. Sand bottoms of 
coastal waters in 5-150 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea to Marianas Is. in Micronesia 
and Samoa. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

LEMBEH VEL VETFISH Parap/oactis sp. 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Velvetfishes · Aploactmidae 
ID: Shades of gray with white speckling; small orange to 
red spot on rear gill cover; dorsal fin begins above eye, no 
scales, bony knobs on head (instead of spines). Solitary, well 
camouflaged. Sand and rubble strewn bottoms of coastal 
waters in 5-30 m. 
Localized : Lembeh Strait, N. Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

RETICULATE STARGAZER Uranoscopus sp. 
SIZE: to 27 em (10 ·/e m.) Stargazers· Uranoscopidae 
ID: White to pale gray with reddish brown to charcoal spots, 
also blotches and reticulations, 2 wide somewhat indistinct 
bars on side; large rounded head with upturned mouth, 
small eyes. Solitary, bury in sand. Coastal waters in 5 to 
at least 50 m. 
Asian Paci.fic: N. Australia and Indonesia. 

·~tltl;.ti!U Whitemargin Stargazer 
ID: Members of this 

1,'11t.'if~~- family are ambush 
predators that typically 
bury in the sand with 
only their eyes, mouth 
and a small part of 
their head exposed 
as they wait for 
unsuspecting prey to 
pass close by. 

385 



Flounders - Soles 

PEAC()(J( FLOUNDER Both us mancus 
SIZE: to 42 em (17 in.) Lefteye Flounders -Bothidae 
ID: Gray to brown with blue spots and circles; eyes widely 
spaced and lower eye in front of upper eye, male bas 
elongate pectoral fin rays. Solitary on sandy bottoms or rocky 
surfaces to 80 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and tropical 
East Pacific. - S.W. Japan to Australia. 

ANGLER FLATFISH Asterorhombus !ijiens1s 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Lefteye Flounders - Bothidae 
ID: Mixed small spots in shades of brown and gray; ragged 
black spots with pale reticulations; frogfish-like angling 
device above mouth. Solitary. Sandy bottoms near coastal 
coral reefs in 1-30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa and N.W. Australia to Fiji. 
- S. W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

LARGESCALE FLOUNDER Engyprosopon grandisquama 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Lefteye Flounders- Bothidae 
ID: Brown to gray with numerous scattered dark and light spots 
and rings; pair of large prominent jet-black spots on tail. 
Solitary. Mud and sand bottoms of coastal seas in 10-100 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and New Caledonia, 
north to Japan. 
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LEOPARD FLOUNDER Both us panthennus 
SIZE: to 39 em (15 'h in.) Lefteye Flounders -Bothidae 
ID: Brown to gray with dark-edged pale spots and florets.large 
diffuse dark blotch on mid-rear body; eyes about equal to one 
eye diameter apart and lowel eye nearly aligns with upper; 
male has elongate pectoral fin. Solitary. Sand bottoms to 250m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. 
in French Polynesia -S. Japan to Australia 

Angler Flatfish - lure Detail 
ID: The 1st dorsal fin spine has been modified into a "fishing 
lure" similar to those on frogfish. While camouflaging on the 
substrate the spine is waved back and forth to lure in small 
fishes. This is the only flatfish known to have such a device. 

COCKATOO FLOUNDER Samans cnstatus 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'/, in.) Righteye Flounders - Pleuronectidae 
ID: Brown, frequently with darker brown stripes and white 
spots on fins: elongate white dorsal fin rays above head 
spread across sand when threatened. Solitary. Sand and silt 
bottoms of sheltered bays and estuaries in 5 · 70 m. 
Asian Pacific: Gulf of Thailand and Taiwan to Great Barrier 
Reef and New Caledonia 



THREESPOT FLOUNDER Samanscus tnocellatus 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'/• in.) Righteye F1ounders - Pleuronectidae 
ID: Elongate oval body; mottled with irregular light and dark 
brown markings and 2-3 dark-edged ocelli along midline 
of body. Solitary, frequently under ledges. Sand areas of 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 5-30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia. -Taiwan to Australia. 

KAI SOLE Aseraggodes kaianus 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) Soles · Soleidae 
ID: Shades of brown with dark-edged white markings and 
one or more dark blotches along midline of body. Solitary or 
form small groups, commonly in open during day. Sand fiats, 
coastal sand slopes and estuaries in 4-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, north to S. Japan. 

Kai Sole • Phase 
ID: May pale or darken markings and enlarge mid-body 
blotches. 

Odd -Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

OCELLATED FLOUNDER Pseudorllombus dupliciocellaws 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Sand Flounders · Paralicbthyidae 
ID: Shades of brown with reticulum of lines, rings and spots; 
2-4 pairs of large black spots ringed with white dots. 
Solitary. Sand and mud bottoms of coastal seas commonly 
in 50-150 m, but occasionally in shallows. 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Nicobar Is. to northern Australia, 
north to Japan, primarily on continental shelfs. 

Kai Sole • JuvenUe 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) 
ID: Shades of brown with large (compared to adults) dark-edged 
white markings, scattered irregular dark spots and one or more 
dark blotches along midline of body. 

BLACKSPOTTED SOLE 
SIZE: to 4 em (1'/, in) 

Aseraggodes melanootictus 
Soles -Soleidae 

ID: Dirty white to pale brown or gray with thinly outlined 
white spots, black speckles and brown blotches on head, 
body and fins. Solitary. Protected sand bottoms of lagoons 
and around reefs in 1-73 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Christmas Is. to Marshall Is. in Micronesia to 
Society Is. in French Polynesia 
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Soles - Clingfishes 

JUVENILE SOL£ Aseraggcxlessp 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1m.) Soles · SoleKiae 
ID: The appearance or many newly settled soles are not wen 
studied and several are white and Without dasunctave 
markings, consequently lhey cannot be idenutied to species. 
The pactured specunen was photographed an the Lembah 
StraJts, Sulawesa. lndonesaa. 

CARPET SOLE Liachlrus melanospllus 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Soles · Soleadae 
ID: Shades of brown with scattered black speckles; 
undulalll\g brown blotches and circles, pale spots and vague 
ocelli. Solitary Salt or sand bottoms of estuaries and ooaslal 
sand slopes an 4 • 4 0 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndonesl3. north to Japan. 

BANDED SOU 
SIZE: to 15em (6 an.) 

SoleJchchys heteror/unos 
Soles • Soleadae 

ID: Elongate. grayash wilh numerous lhan brown bars and 
wtde black margan on rear dorsal. anal and tail fins. Solitary, 
at rught may swun 10 open water wilh undulat10g motaon. 
Sand and coral areas of ooaslal reefs to 20 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to s. Japan, lndonesaa 
and Samoa. 
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MARGINED SOL£ Synaptura margmata 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Soles • SO!eidae 
ID: Blotchy brown wath whate edgmg or tips on fin rays 
around head and bcldy; clust~rs of hau·like skin flaps on 
upper surface of body Solitary and nocturnal. Sand patches 
or coaslal waters 10 4 -50 m. 
lndo· Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to lndonesaa, norlh to S. Japan. 

Carpet Sole • Juvenile 
SIZE: to 4.5 ern (1 '/• m.) 
ID: Similar to adults, but with darker and more bold markings, 
vague ocelli of adults generally absent. 

JUVENILE SOLE Soleichlhyssp 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 m.) Soles- Sole~dae 
ID: Members of lhfs genus can be recogruzed by the elongate 
tubular nostril in front of lhe eyes, also dorsal arKI anal fins do not 
JOIO tail except at base. Many )uverules of lhfs genus have 
different colors and markmgs from adults and have yet to be 
described. This or a sirrular juvenile have been sighted inN. 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, Philippines and S.E. Papua New Guinea. 



SPOITED·TAIL SOLE 
SJZE: to 25 em (1 0 in.) 

Zebrias fasciatus 
Soles -Soleidae 

ID: Grayish brown with about 20 dark edged brown bars 
and silvery white spots that can be rapidly darkened, paled 
or eliminated; black tail with yellow spots. Solitary and 
nocturnal Sand and silt bottoms of sheltered bays, estuaries 
and coastal areas 5-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and China. 

URCHIN CLINGFISH Diadenuchthys hneatus 
SJZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Clingfishes -Gobiesocidae 
ID: Red to dark red-brown; prur of white to yellow stripes from 
head to tail; long spatulate snout and elongate body. Solitary, 
shelter among spines of sea urchins or in branching corals. 
Coral reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Sea to New Caledonia. · S.W. Japan 
tO N. Australia 

CRINOID CLINGFISH Discotrema cnnopbila 
SIZE: to 3 em {1 '1• in.) Clingfishes- Gobiesocidae 
ID: Elongate with short rounded snout; black to pale reddish 
brown; white to yellow stripe from eye to tail. occasionally 
a 3rd stripe down back;. Solitary or in pairs, inhabit crinoids. 
Coral reefs in 8-20 m. 
East Indo-West Pacific: Christmas l. to Fiji.- S.W. Japan to 
Great Barrier Reef. 

Odd-Shaped Bottom Dwellers 

PEACOCK SOLI Pardach1rus pavoninus 
SJZE: to 22 em (8 '1• in.) Soles · Soleidae 
ID: Reddish brown, with numerous dark-edged light spots 
(some forming ocelli) and random clusters of smaU yellow 
spots. Solitary, has toxic glands along base of dorsal and anal 
fins. Sand bottoms of coastal waters in 3-40m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Maldives to Samoa and Tonga- S. Japan 
to Australia. 

RED CUNGFISH Not Classified 
SJZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) Clingfisbes -Gobiesocidae 
ID: Bright red with white bands across back. Photographed 
in 10m on offshore reef near Lombok in Indonesia. Possibly 
an undescribed speces in genus Lepadiclltllys. 

Crinoid Oingfish · 
Orange Variation 
ID: Typically display 
color of host crinoid. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 17 

Odd-shaped Swimmers 
Boxfishes - Goatfishes - Sweepers - Triggerfishes -

Filefishes - Puffers - Porcupinefishes - Others 
This ID Group consists of swimming fishes that do not have typical fish-like shapes. 

FAMILY: Boxfishes- Ostraciidae 
4 Genera - 11 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Boxfishes, also commonly known as trunkfishes, are protected by a square, triangular or rounded 

bony carapace formed by a series of polygonal armor plates. A sharp spine over each eye of fishes in 
genus Latona provides the common name cowfishes. Boxfishes have small protruding mouths used for 
feeding during the day on a variety of attached bottom invertebrates, including sponges, tunicates, and 
algae. These relatively slow swimmers move with a sculling action of their dorsal, anal and pectoral 
fins. The broom-like tail is only brought into play when a burst of speed is required. 

FAMILY: Goatfishes- Mullidae 
3 Genera- 21 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Two food-searching, chemosensory appendages (barbels) extending from the chin give goatfishes 

their common family name. When not in use scouring the sand for worms, crustaceans, brittle stars and 
small fishes, barbels slip under the lower gill covers. Certain species feed during' the day, others at 
night, and a few both day and night. During the day the nighttime feeders often form aggregations in 
open water or near the protection of the reef. Several goatfishes alter their normal color patterns 
dramatically when resting on the bottom or while attending cleaning stations. 

FAMILY: Sweepers- Pempheridae 
2 Genera - 5 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Sweepers, also commonly known as bulls-eyes, are easily recognized by their thin, hatchet-shaped 

bodies and tendency to gather in aggregations within caves and the deep shadows of the reefs structure 
during the day. At dusk they disperse to feed on current-borne zooplankton at the reefs periphery. 
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FAMILY: Triggerfishes- Balistidae 
9 Genera - 20 Species Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape Typical Shape 

Triggerfishes have relatively large, laterally-compressed bodies with two-part dorsal fins. The first 
stout, elongate spine of the first dorsal fin can be held erect and locked in place by a rigid second spine, 
"trigger" that must be depressed to lower the first spine. The mechanism can be used as a formidable 
defense against predators or to lock the fish firmly inside a crevice. Triggerfishes are the largest 
demersal egg-layers. Several of the larger species blow shallow depressions in the sand for nests. 
Deposited eggs form a translucent gelatinous mass. Some species, including the Titan Triggerfish, 
attack and may seritlusly nip divers approaching their nesting areas. 

FAMILY: Filefishes- Monacanthidae 
14 Genera - 25 Species Included 

Typical Shape Typical Shape 

Filefishes and closely related triggerfishes are included together in superfamily Balistoidea. When 
raised, the filefishes' first elongate dorsal spine, which resembles a woodworker's rattail file, cannot be 
locked into place. Also unlike triggerfishes, filefishes can quickly alter their color and pattern to match 
their surroundings. 

FAMILY: Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
5 Genera - 27 Species Included 

Typical Shape Tobies - Typical Shape 

Puffers are odd-shape fishes with tough, scaleless skin that, when molested, have the ability to 
greatly expand the size of their bodies by drawing water into the ventral portion of their stomachs. 
The family is divided into two subfamilies: larger puffers in Tetraodonitinae and the smaller puffers, 
known as tobies, in Canthigasterinae. The family produces a potent poison (tetrodotoxin) in their 
tissue that is potentially deadly if ingested. 
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FAMIT.Y: Porcupinefishes - Diodontidae 
4 Genera - 7 Species Included 

Typical Shape 

Like puffers, porcupinefishes, also have the ability to inflate their bodies with water. But, unlike 
the closely related puffers, porcupinefishes are covered with short spines. These spines stand 
permanently erect in species of Chilomycterus and Cyclichthys, commonly know as burrfishes. The 
spines of those in genus Diodon lay flat unless the body is inflated. Members of the family should be 
treated with respect because of their ability to inflict nasty bites with a plated mouth structure easily 
capable of crushing the shells of gastropods. 

FAMILY: Others 

T rumpetfishes -Aulostomidae Cornetfishes- Fistulariidae Shrimpfishes- Centriscidae 

Flashlightfishes- Anomalopidae Eel-tailed Catfishes- Plotosidae Co bias - Rachycentridae 

Remoras - Echeneidae Pineconefishes -Monocentridae Molas- Molidae 

Dolphinfishes- Coryphaenidae 
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LONGHORN COWFISH 
SIZE: to 46 em (18 in.) 

Lactoria comuta 
Boxfishes • Ostraciidae 

ID: Pair of long horns in front of eye, a second pair on lower rear 
body; gray to brown, olive or yellow with blue or white spots. 
Solitary. Weed areas in 1·50 m. 
Indo · Pacific: Ret! Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

ROUNDBELL Y COWFISH Laccoria diaphana 
SIZE: to 25 em (10 in.) Boxfishes • Ostraciidae 
ID: Rounded belly; mottled shades of white, brown and gray 
with honeycomb net pattern; pairs of short horns in front or 
eyes and lower rear body and a single thorn on mid-back. 
Solitary. Coastal and outer reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii, Panama and Peru. -Japan to 
Kermadec Is. 

SHORTNOSE BOXFISH 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) 

RhynchostraciOllll8SllS 
Boxfishes • Ostraciidae 

ID: Bump on snout tip; gray to greenish brown wtth 
numerous small black spots some forming clusters around 
edge of pale blue spots, fins bluish with black spots. Solitary. 
Rock and sand bottoms near reefs in 2 ·80 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia, north to S. Japan. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Longhorn Cowfish · Variation 
ID: Yellow with whitish spots. 

THORNBACK COWFISH 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) 

Lactona fornasim 
Boxfishes · Ostraciidae 

ID: Tan with blue scrawl markings; pair of horns in front of 
eyes, a second pair on lower rear body and a singe thorn on 
mid-back. Solitary. Sand, rubble and weed bottOms of coastal, 
lagoon and outer reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Rapa I. in French Polynesia 
- Japan to Australia. 

Shortnose Boxfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·10 em {1'/,-4 in.) 
ID: Small bump on snout tip; whitish to pale gray or brown with 
dark brown spots mainly ooncentrated on back and tail base. 
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Boxfishes 

LARGEHOSE BOX FISH RhynCh$C!aCJon rhmorhynchus 
SIZE: 1030cm(12 m.) Boxfishes • Osua01dae 
ID: .hlvenle • Bump on rrud·snout (very large m adults), wluttsh 
with numerous large brown polygons and black spots 
Adult • Blue-gray w1Lh blue lined hexagon markings. Solitary 
or m paus Sand and rubble patches near reefs m 3·35 m 
Indo -Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas and 
Tuamotu Is. m French Polynesia • S. Japan Australia 

Spotted Boxfish - Male Variation 
ID: Charcoal-brown with numerous small wlutish spots on 
back and many bright orange spots on sides, pale patch below 
eye, spots on upper side may elongate and join to form broken 
smpe from eye 10 tall m both vartations. 

SOLOR BOXFISH Ostracwn solorellSJs 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 ·t m.) Boxfishes • OstraOidae 
ID: Male · Black back With light blue maze panem, head below 
eyes and s1des bluish to black with pale blue line and spots 
With black borders. Solitary or paus. Seaward reefs 10 20 m 
East Indo-Asian Pacific: Christmas 1. 10 Indonesia, Plullppines, 
Palau and Papua New Guinea.· S. Japan to N.W. Ausualla and 
N. Great Barrier Reef. 
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SPOTT£0 BOXFISH OsllaCJon meleagns 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Boxfishes -Osuaciidae 
ID: Male· Black to dark brown back with white spots, blue 
head and s1des With bnght orange body spots, pale pinlosh 
area below eye. Solitary or m paus Coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawan, French Polynesia, Baja and 
Galapagos. • S. Japan to Great Barner Reef and New Caledorua 

Spoiled Baxfish • Female 
ID: Dark brown to blackish w1th numerous white spots. 

Solor Baxfish - - Female 
ID: Black back With pale brown maze panem, black upper 
s1de and yellowish brown below mcludmg head With dark 
spots and pale maze line markmgs 



WHITLEY'S BOXFISH Ostracion whitleYJ 
SIZE: to 15.5 em (6 in.) Boxfishes • Ostraciidae 
ID: Mole· Bluish gray with dark-edged white margin along 
side, white spots on back. Solitary or in pairs. Rock and coral 
bottoms of lagoon and seaward reefs in 3·27 m. 
Central Pacific: Hawaii and Jolmston 1. to French Polynesia. 
Rare except at Marquesas Is. 

YELLOW BOXFISH Ostraeion cubicus 
SIZE: 30·45 em (12· 18 in.) Boxfishes · Ostraciidae 
ID: Lorge Adult • Bump on snout tip; brownish purple with 
indistinct spots, often yellow crinkled line markings on head 
and yellowish tail base. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs to 35m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Tuamotu and Rapa Is. 
in French Polynesia. · Japan to New Zealand. 

Yellow Boxfish ·Young Adult 
SIZE: 9· 15 em (3 'I•· 6 in.) 
ID: Small bump on snout tip; yellowish brown to olive with 
black spots on head and a few dark ringed bluish spots on body. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Whitley's Box fish • Femole 
ID: Dark brown back and snout with white spots, pale brown 
lower body with brown spots and markings; white mid-lateral 
stripe from snout tip to tail base. 

Yellow Boxfish • Intermediate Adult 
SIZE: 15·30 em (6-12 in.) 
ID: Bump on snout tip; tan to yellowish brown with dark 
ringed bluish spots; blue fins with black spots, may have black 
to blue or yellow crinkled line markings on head and around 
pectoral fin base. Similar Shortnose Boxfish I prev1ous I 
distinguished by numerous black body spots. 

Yellow Boxfish - Juvenae 
SIZE: 3·8 em (1 '1•·3 in.) 
ID: Absent or a hint of bump on snout tip; bright yellow with 
black spots on head and body. 
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Boxfishes - Goatfishes 

SMALLSPINE TURRETFISH Tetrosomus concatenatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Boxfishes · Osuacildae 
ID: Triangular carapace with pair of thorn-like spines on 
raised mid-dorsal ridge; gray to yellowish brown with dark 
network of hexagons and small blue spots. Solitary. 
Seagrass and weed bottoms of coastal reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to E. Australia, north to S. Japan_ 

YELLOWFIN GOATFISH MuJloidlchthys vamoolensis 
SIZE: to 38 em (15 in.) Goatfishes- Mullidae 
ID: Bluish white with yellowish back, yellow fins; yellow SIIipe 
from eye to tail base. Form stationary daytime aggregations, 
but solitary when feeding on sand-dwelling animals at night. 
Coastal reefs, lagoons and outer slopes to 113 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawati and Easter l 
in southeastern Pacific. - S. Japan to Kermadec Is. 

MIMIC GOATFISH MuJloidlchthys mimicus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Goatfishes -Mullidae 
ID: Yellow with 4 blue stripes. Effective mimic of Bluestripe 
Snapper with which it aggregates during day; disperses at 
night to feed. Rocky reefs and coral areas to 35 m. 
Localized: Known only from scattered locations -Seychelles in 
Indian Ocean and Line Is. and Marquesas Is. in Central Pacific. 
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HUMPBACK TURRETFISH Tetrosomus gibbosus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Boxfishes - Ostraciidae 
ID: Triangular carapace with tall dorsal ridge and single 
spine at tip; pale gray with prown network of hexagons , 
may display brown blotches. Solitary. Seagrass and weed 
bottoms of coastal reefs to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Marquesas and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. - s. Japan to Australia. 

YnLOWSTRIPE GOATJISH MuJloidlchthys flavolineatus 
SIZE; to40cm (16m.) Goatfishes - Mullidae 
ID: Silvery white with indistinct yellow stripes; can rapidly 
dlsplay or fade a black spot above below 1st dorsal fin. Form 
stationary daytime aggregations. Sandy areas of sheltered 
reefs and outer slopes to 35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Great Barrier Reef and Lord Howe I. 

RED GOATFISH MuJloidlchthys pflugeri 
SIZE: to 48 em (19 in.) Goatfishes -Mullidae 
ID: Orange-red to pink; display red bead and 3-4 dark red 
bars on side when feeding, fade when not feeding. Solitary 
or in pairs. Sand fiats near coral reefs in 15 -110 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Primarily around oceanic islands from Reunion 
and Mauritius to Hawaii and Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. 



DOUBLEBAR GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) 

Parupeneus bifasciatus 
Goatfishes · Mullidae 

ID: White to purple or yellow with orange spots on scales; 
black patch around eye, pair of large black bars or spots, one 
below each dorsal fin the 1st extending no further than 
pectoral base. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outerreefs to 80 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Hawaii and French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

INDIAN DOUBLEBAR GOATFISH Parupeneus uifasclatus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Goatfishes · Mullidae 
ID: White often with purplish or yellow tmts with orange spotS 
on scales; black patch around eye, pair of large black bars 
below dorsal fins the 1st bar extending past the pectoral base. 
Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 80 m. 
lndian Ocean: Red Sea and Andaman Sea to E. lndonesia. 

Goldsaddle Goatfish • Phase 
ID: Mixed tan, purple and yellow combination, note bright 
yellow saddle behind 2nd dorsal fin. Usually solitary, but 
occasionally in pairs. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Doublebar Goatfish • Phase 
ID: Have the ability to rapidly change from yellow to white 
or purple ; often purple when resting on bottom. The large 
black bars or spots often form saddles across back. 

GOLDSADDU GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) 

Parupeneus cyclostomus 
Goatfishes - Mullidae 

ID: Highly changeable, various combinations of purple, 
brown, gray, green and yellow; blue line markings around 
eye. often a yellow saddle is apparent on upper tail base. 
Coastal,lagoon and outer reefs in 2-92m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Pitcairn Is. east of 
French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to Austral!a. 

Goldsaddle Goatlish • Phase 
ID: Yellow to gold without markings except some blue lines 
around eye. Unlike most goatfishes that feed predominantly 
on small sand or rubble-dwelling invertebrates. Goldsaddles 
feed primarily on small fishes that are frightened from boles 
in the reefs by their probing barbels. 
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Goatfishes 

BICOLOR GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 25 em (10m.) 

Parupeneus barberinoides 
Goatfishes- Mulbdae 

ID: Head and from of body dark reddiSh brown With 2 
d!agonal wtuush bands, rear white and yellow With black 
spot below rear dorsal fm. Adults solitary; JUveniles often 
form schools. Rubble. weed and coral reefs to IS m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan, Plulippmes,lndones1a, Great Barner 
Reef, New Caledoma and Samoa. 

MANY BAR GOA TFISH Parupeneus multzlasCidtus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12m.) Goatfishes -Mullidae 
ID: Light gray to brownish, purplish or red, 3-4 altematlllg 
black to dusky red and white bars of variable Width, black 
band behind eye. SOhtary. Coral reefs and adJaoent sand and 
rubble areas to 140 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia to Hawati and Pitcairn Is. east of French 
PolynesiB.- S. Japan to Australia and Lord Howe I 

SIDESPOT GOATFISH Parupeneus pleurosugma 
SIZE: to 33 em (13 m.) GoatlJShes -Mullidae 
ID: Yellowish to purplish gray to light red; white oval patch 
preceded by large black patch on mid-body, blackiSh under 
2nd dorsal fm. SOlitary; feed during day. Sand and rubble 
bottoDIS near coral reefs in 5-42 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca and Arabian Sea to Hawaii and 
Pitcann Is. east of French Polynesia. -s. Japan to Austraua. 
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ONNABAR GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 ·t. m.) 

Parupeneus heptacanthus 
Goatfishes- Mullidae 

ID: Brownish yellow to light red. lavender to mdescent blue 
smpes around eye and on u~r Sides. small dark spot on 
rrud-s1de. Solitary. Turbid areas on silty sand or weedy 
bottOITIS in 15-100 m 
Indo -West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa -s. Japan 
and Mlcrones1a to Australia. 

Manybar Goatfish -Phase 
ID: Purplish Wltb indistinct. bars and only vague band behind 
eye. Feed pnmarily on crabs and shrin1ps during the day. 

ROSY GOATfiSH 
SIZE: to43 em (17m.) 

Parupeneus rubescens 
Goatfishes- Mullidae 

ID: Tan to light reddiSh brown: red to brown stripe from 
mouth through eye to front body, black saddle preceded by 
white spot on upper tall base. SOlitary or groups. Silty sand, 
seagrass and weedy bottoDIS to 20 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Alnca to E. Indonesia 



DASH-DOT GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.} 

Parupeneus baJbennus 
Goatfishes- Mullidae 

ID: White with pale gray to yellow on upper back: narrow 
black stripe extends from snout to below 2nd dorsal fm, large 
black spot on tail base. Solitary or form small groups. Sand 
and rubble bottoms near reefs to 100 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marquesas and Rapa Is. in French 
Polynesia.- S. Japan toN. Australia. 

CARDINAL GOATFISH 
SIZE: to 3B em (15 in.} 

Parupeneus cihaws 
Goatfishes -Mullidae 

ID: Light red or purplish to yellowish; pair of white bands 
extend from eye to below 2nd dorsal fin base; often display 
darkish saddle on upper tail base. Solitary. Lagoons. seaward 
reefs and seagrass beds to 40 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and Marquesas and Rapa Is. 
in French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

INDIAN GOATFISH Parupeneusindlcus 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) Goatfishes - Mulliade 
ID: Bluish white to grayish or brownish; bright yellow oval 
patch on mid-body, large black spot on tail base. Form 
stationary daytime aggregations: solitary feeders at night. 
Coastal reefs. lagoons and outer slopes to 113 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa and Arabian Sea to Samoa. -S. Japan 
to Great Barrier Reef. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

LONGBARBEL GOATFISH Pampeneus macronemua 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 in.} Goatfishes -Mullidae 
ID: Yellowish to grayish white; wide black stripe from eye to 
below 2nd dorsal fin, large black spot at middle of tail base, 
black stripe along base of 2nd dorsal. Solitary or form small 
groups. Sand, rubble and weed bottoms in 3-40m. 
Indo -Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Mrica to lndones1a, 
Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

Cardinal Goatlish • Phase 
ID: Have ability to rapidly change oolor; the red phase is quite 
common. Often display a white patch behind 2nd dorsal fin. 

BLACKSPOT GOATFISH Parupeneus spllums 
SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.} Goatfishes · Mullidae 
ID: Alternating white and reddish brown to yellowish brown 
stripes; white patch behind 2nd dorsal fin precedes a black 
saddle spot on tail base. Solitary; rest on bottom most of day, 
active at night. Sandy areas and reefs to 30 m. 
Southwestern Pacific: W. Australia to Great Barner Reef, 
New Caledonia and New Zealand. 

399 



Goatfishes - Cornetfishes - Trumpetfishes - Shrimpfishes 

BANDT AIL GOATFISH Upeneus arge 
SIZE: to 36 em (14 '/• in.) Goatfishes- Mullidae 
ID: Silvery with pair of orange-yellow stripes; about 10-12 
black bands on tail. Usually form small groups. Sand bottoms 
near rock or coral reefs to 25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. 
m French Polynesia. mainly oceanic islands. 

FRECKLED GOATFISH Upeneus aaguJa 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Goatfishes- Mullidae 
ID: Whitish or tan with heavy mottling of brown blotches 
and spots; dark yellowish to brown stripe from snout to tail, 
black bands on tail. Solitary or form groups. Sand and rubble 
to25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Persian Gulf to E. Australia 
and New Caledonia, nonh to Japan. 

STRIPED GOATFISH Upeneus vittatus 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) Goatfishes- Mullidae 
ID: Silvery with greenish or yellowish tints ; 4 brassy yellow 
stripes and black bands on dorsal and tail fins. Solitary or form 
groups. Silt or mud bottoms in 5-100 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Society Is. 
in French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 
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MOLUCCA GOATFISH Upeneus moluccensis 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Goatfishes- Mullidae 
ID: Silvery pink or whitish with golden-yellow stripe from 
eye to upper base of tail; up~r lobe of tail with 6 · 7 red cross 
bars, lower tail lobe red or streaked with red. Usually occurs 
in schools. Muddy bottoms in 10-80 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to N. Australia 
and New Guinea. north to S. Japan. 

freckled Goc!tfish- Red Phose 
ID: May rapidly change to tan or red with dark red stripe from 
snout to tail. Change to red phase when being cleaned or 
sleeping at night. 

CORNETFISH Flsrularia commersonli 
SIZE: to 150 em (5 ft.) Cometfishes- Fistulariidae 
ID: Silvery with pale olive back; elongated snout, body and 
whip-like tail filament; may display blue mid-lateral stripe 
from head to tail base. Solitary or form schools. Virtually aU 
habitats to 128m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea to Baja, Galapagos. N. New Zealand, 
Rapa I. in French Polynesia and Easter I. 



TRUMPETFISH Aulostomus chinensis 
SIZE: to 80 em {2 'I• ft.) Trumpetfishes · Aulostonudae 
ID: Elongate body with trumpet-like snout; oommonly gray to 
reddish brown with whitish stripes; may display white bars. 
blackish tail base with white spots, yellow tail with 2 black 
spots. Solitary. lnsbore and seaward reefs to 122m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to eastern Pacific. · S. Japan 
toN. New Zealand. 

TWOFIN FlASHUGHTFISH 
SIZE: to 35 em {14 in.) 

RAZORFISH 
Aeoliscus strigatus 
SIZE: to 15 em 
{6 in.) Shrimpfishes
Centriscidae 
ID: Silvery with 
brown mid-lateral 
stripe; thin elongate 
snout and flattened 
body, 1st dorsal 
spine extends from 
rear body with 
hinge allowing the 
rear half to angle in 
varying directions. 
Head down schools. 
Reefs to 42 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: 
Seychelles to New 
Caledonia · s. Japan 
to Great Barrier 
Reef and New South 
Wales. 

Anomalops katoprron 
Flashlightfishes - Anomalopidae 

ID: Dark red-brown with black head and fins; oval-shaped 
light organ below eye, 2 dorsal fins. Individual to 12 em form 
aggregations within caves on slopes to 40 m during moonless 
nights; larger individuals dwell in 200-400 m. 
Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Trumpetlish ·Golden Variation 
ID: Bright yellow to yellow-gold is uncommon variation. 
Species often camouflage by drifting head down within 
gorgonian branches. 

RIGID SHRIMPFISH Centnscus scutaws 
SIZE: to 14 em {5.5 in.) Sbrimpfishes • Centriscidae 
ID: Very similar to Razorfish JpreVJousJ, but 1st dorsal spine 
is rigid and straight lacking a hinge and mid-lateral stripe 
brown to red. Form head down schools or shelter among 
urchins. Sheltered reefs in 1· 25 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Aldabra and Seychelles to New Caledonia 
-S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

ONEFIN FlASHLIGHTFISH Photoblepharon palpebratus 
SIZE: to 12 em {5 in.) Flashlightfishes • Anomalopidae 
ID: Dark brown to nearly black; crescent-shaped light organ 
below eye, single dorsal fin. Form aggregations on outer 
reef slopes with caves to 40 m during moonless mghts; 
usually below 15m. 
Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Marshall Is. in Micronesia to 
Society Is. in French Polynesia. south to Australia. 
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Catfishes - Cobias - Remoras - Pineconefishes - Sweepers 

WlUTHIPP£0 CATfiSH Paraplocosus albllabns 
SIZE: to 130 ern (4 ·/. ft.) Eel-tailed Cadishes • Plotos1dae 
ID: Brown With 4 paus of barbels around mouth (common to all 
plotos1d catfiShes). Most are under 40 em SOhtary, commonly 
under rock ledges or m vegetat1011 dunng day. Coastal reefs and 
weed areas, frequently tw'b1d water, to 12m. 
Asian Pacific: Malays1an Perunsula, Smgapore. lndonesta, 
Plu!Jppmes, New Gumea and Great Barrier ReeL 

COBIA Rachycentron canadum 
SIZE: to 30 ern (11 'I• m.) Cobias • Rachycentndae 
ID: Jijvtfl~e ·Wide black stnpe bordered with white expands 
onto tall, gray1sb back. Sobtary. CoaStal reefs m 5·40 m. 
Circumtropical: Widespread in tropical seas, mcludmg 
AUanuc and Indo-Pacific. 

SHARK SUCKER EcheneJS naucrates 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Remoras · Echeneadae 
ID: Elongate body Wllh sucuon diSk on top of head, pale gray 
to neaJiy black w1th wlute edged black stnpe from head to 
tall. SWim with or attached to sharks, turtles, mantas and 
other large fJshes, occastonally free-swirnmmg. May attempt 
to attach to dlvers. U attach, push torwaJd to release. 
Circum tropical. 
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STRIPED CATFISH 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 tn.) 

Plocosus Jmearus 
Eel-talled Catfishes -Plotosadae 

ID: Black to brown With whale belly; pa1r of narrow whlte 
stnpes extend from head to tall; 4 prurs of barbels around 
mouth. Young form l1ghlly pack feedlng schools that often 
conlalll hundreds of fish. Sand and seagrass near reefs to 35m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Alnca to Samoa • S. Japan 
to Austraba. 

REMORA Remorasp 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Remoras· Echeneidae 
ID: Elongate body Wllh suction dlsk on top or head; dusky white 
to nearly black often Wllh white speckles Swim with or attached 
to runles, sharks, mantas and olller lalge fishes. oo::asionally free
swunming. May attempt to attach to d!vers. If attach. push 
forward to release Open seas. occasiOnally near reefs to 50 m. 
Circumtropical 

Sharuvdter ·Variation 
ID: Pale gray wtlh dusky stnpe through eye. Suction d1sc 
clearly VISible on top of head or free-swunming individual. 



PINE<ONEFISH Monocentlis japonicus 
SIZE: to 17 em (6'1• in.) Pineconefishes- Monooentridae 
ID: Yellow with black scale margins; hard scales form bony 
carapace, small rectangular light organ powered by 
luminous bacteria near tip of lower jaw. Solitary or in pairs. 
Rocky reefs in caves and under ledges in 15-200 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and S. Africa, Mauritius, Sri Lanka 
to Australia. -Japan toN. Zealand. 

<OPPER SWEEPER Pempheris oualensis 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '1• in.) Sweepers- Pemphendae 
ID: Copper-brown; leading edge and tip of 1st dorsal fin 
blackish, black SPOt on pectOral fin base (no black margin on 
anal fin or tall). Form aggregations in caves or under ledges. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs to 35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Micronesia and French Polynesia. 
-S.W. Japan to S.E. Australia and Lord Howe L 

DUSKY SWEEPER Pemplleris adusta 
SIZE: to 17 em (6 'I• in) Sweepers- Pempheridae 
ID: Copper-brown with silvery to brassy reflections; black 
tip on 1st dorsal fin and black stripe along base of anal fin; 
steep curve in lateral line below 1st dorsal fin. Form 
aggregations in caves or under ledges. Lagoon and seaward 
reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: East Africa to east New Guinea 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

PINEAPPLEFISH Cleidopus gloriamaris 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 'I• in.) Pineconefishes -Monooentridae 
ID: Yellowish with dark scale margins; hard scales form bony 
carapace, owlar light organ powered by luminous bacteria 
on side of lower jaw. Solitary or in pairs. Rocky reefs and 
occasional coral reefs in 5-50 m. 
Localized: E. and W. Australia, primarily in warm temperate seas. 

VANIKORO SWEEPER Pempheris vanicolensis 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 m.) Sweepers - Pempheridae 
ID: Copper-brown, broad black tip on 1st dorsal fin, black 
margin on anal fin and tail. Form aggregations in caves or 
under ledges. Lagoon and seaward reefs to 25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to Philippines, Vanuatu and Samoa 

SILVER SWEEPER Pemp!Jeris schwenkii 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Sweepers · Pempheridae 
ID: Silvery, occasionally coppery; purplish tinting on back and 
head. often lavender and greenish iridescence; in coppery 
phase distinguished from similar species by only 3-4 scale 
rows above lat-eral line. Form schools in protected areas. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs to 40 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Africa to Fiji. • Philippines to Great Barrier ReeL 
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SWeepers - Triggerfishes 

GOLDEN SWEEPER Parapriacanthus ransonnea 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Sweepers· Pemperidae 
ID: Golden brown translucent body with yellowish head; 
cardlllallish-like appearance, but with single dorsal fin. Fonn 
huge schools in caves. under ledges or under Acropora plate 
corals. CoastaL lagoon and outer reefs in 3-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a to Marshall Is m Micronesia 
• SW Japan N. W. & E Australia and New Caledonia. 

aOWN TRIGGER FISH BalisroJdes conspu;illum 
SIZE: to 50 ern (19 '/• in.) Triggerftshes • Blastidae 
ID: Black undercolor With large wlute spots on lower body; 
orange bps, yelloWISh band across top of snout, pale patch 
With dark spots on back Sobtary. Clear waters and Coral-ncb 
areas or outer reef slopes to 75 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Afnca to Samoa. -S. Japan to Australia. 

STARRY TRIGGER FISH Abahstes stellatus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Triggerfl.shes - Balistidae 
ID: Gra}'ISh undercolor With yeDow to yeDow·brown netwOrk; 
3·4 alternating blackish and whlte blotches on back; narrow 
taJ.l base. Solitary. Muddy or fine silt and sand bottoms, 
oocas10nally near reefs in 4 ·120m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to F1ji. • S. Japan 
to Australia. 
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IDAN TRIGGERFISH BalistOJdes vmdescens 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 ' /• ft.) TriggerfiShes- Balistidae 
ID: Dark body With yellow-green to blue crosshatches, yellow
green snout and cheek, whitish.rear body and taJl base; dark 
"moustache" band above mouth. Solitary; nesting females 
Will attack divers. Lagoon and outer reefs m 3-50m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Line and Tuan10tu Is. 
m French Polynes1a. • S. Japan to Australia 
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Clown T riggerfish • Juvtnile 
SIZE: 4-8 em (1 'I• · 3 in.) 
ID: Black With large white spots, yellow snout; white band 
across top of snout, bngbt yellow patch on back. Young 
mhab1t caves below 20 m on steep slopes. but may be 
shallower on rare oocastons. 

Starry Triggerfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 m.) 

ID: White With yellow spots; black back With 4 wb.Jte blotches 
extend from beb.Jnd eye to taJI base. Juveniles lllhabit ISOlated 
patch reefs in silty areas. 



BLUE TRIGGERFISH Pseudobahstes fuscus 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 in.) Triggerfishes -Balistidae 
ID: Blue to bluisll gray often with yellowisll scale spots; pale 
blue to muddy red margins on all fins. Solitary; nesting 
females very aggressive and may attack divers. Sheltered 
mner reefs and seaward slopes to 50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. -S. Japan toS. Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 

YELLOWMARGIN TRIGGERFISH Pseudobalistes flavimarginatus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Triggerfishes- Balistidae 
ID: Tan body With dark spots and crosshatch pattern, pale 

orangish snout and clleeks; yellow to orange margins on fins. 
Solitary; nest in sand and rubble channels. Coastal reefs, 
lagoons and sheltered outer reefs in 2-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Samoa 
and French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

Yellowmargin Triggerfish ·Small Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·5 em (1-2 in.) 
ID: White back with yellow below; 4 black bars or saddles on 
back; scattered blue spots on body. Solitary; very shy, retreat 
into reef when approached. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Blue Triggerfish · Juvenile 
SIZE: 8-15 em (3-6m.) 
ID: Yellow-orange with maze of iridescent blue lines, blue 
dorsal, anal and tail fins with yellow-orange spots. 

Yellowmargin Triggerfish ·Sub-adult 
SIZE: B-20 em (3-B in.) 
ID: Tan with yellowish tints; variable-sized dark spots on body 
and dusky gray dorsal, anal and tail fins with yellow margins. 

ORANGE· LINED TRIGGERFISH 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) 

Balistapus undulatus 
Triggerfishes • BaliStidae 

ID: Dark green to brown with diagonally curved orange 
bands; large black spot on tail base. Solitary; feed on coral, 
algae, sponges, worms, crabs, urcllins and fislles. Coral-rich 
areas of lagoons and outer reefs in 2-50m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia. -S. Japan to Australia. 
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Triggerfishes - Filefishes 

BRIDLED TRIGGERFISH 
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Sufflamen fraenatus 
SIZE: 1.0 38 em (15 in.) Trlggerfishes • Balistidae 
ID: Changeable light to dark brown with no distinctive 
mar lungs exoept narrow pale yellow 1.0 pmk band under dun 
Solitary. Seaward reefs. over open bottoms wtth sand and 
rubble patches m 8-186 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Mlcrones1a, Hawrui and French 
Polynesia. • S. Japan to Australia and Lord Howe I. 

FlAGTAil TRIGGER FISH Su!Damen chlysopr.erus 
SIZE: 1.0 22 em (8 '/• in.) Tnggerfishes · Ba.llsudae 
ID: Dark brown. changeable to yeUowtSb brown; blwsh dun 
and belly, narrow yellow-orange bar behind eye, whne 
edged yeUow·brown tail. Solitary. Lagoon and seaward reefs 
10 2-30m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa. -s. Japan 1.0 E. AustraiJa 
and Lord Howe l 

SCYTHE TRIGGER FISH Sufflamen bursa 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 in.) Tnggerfishes • Ballsudae 
ID: Gray 1.0 brown will! wlute clun and belly; yellow or brown 
scythe-shaped marking behind eye. Solitary. Seaward reefs 
in miXed ooral, sand and rubble areas 10 3-90 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Haw8li and Marquesa and Rapa Is 
m French Polynesta - S. Japan Great Barner Reef. 
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Bridled Triggerfish ·Juvenile 
SIZE: 3.S em (1 '/• · 3 in.) 
ID: Wlute wtth dark brown back; wavy honzontal brown 
lines on body. 

Flogtail T riggerfish • Small Juvenile 
SIZE:3-8cm(t·/ -3m.) 

ID: Wlute With brown back, dark horseshoe-shaped marlung 
on tail. Usually seen 10 areas of nuxed coral and rubble; 
qu1ckly retreat to rocky holes when threatened. 

Scythe Triggerfish ·Phase 
ID: Has the ability to rap1dly change scythe-markmgs from 
bright yellow-orange to dark brown, also may darken or 
lighten or change shades of body color. 



BlACKPATCH TRIGGERFISH RluDecanthus veauoosus 
SIZE: to 23 ern (9 m.) Tnggemshes-Babstidae 
ID: Brownish upper body, white below: tapering dark bar 
through eye, large black patch on lower body, 3 rows of black 
dots on tail base. Solitary or form loose groups. Sheltered 
areas of mixed coral and rubble or seagrass to 20 m. 
Indo -West Pacific: Seychelles and Chagos Is. to Vanuatu. 
- S. Japan to Great Barrier Reef. 

HALFMOON TRIGGERFISH Rhinecanthus lUJJula 
SIZE: to 28 ern (11 in.) Triggedishes- Balistidae 
ID: Wlute with gray back and upper snout; yelloWJSh stnpe 
from snout to rear body with interrupting black spot below 
eye, black nng on tail base, black 1st dorsal fin, black spot 
over anus. Solitary. Seaward reefs in 10-25 m. 
South Pacific: Great Barrier Reef and New Caledonia to 
Samoa, Society and Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 

CROSSHATCH TRIGGERFISH Xantluchthys menta 
SIZE: to 22 ern (8'1• in.) Triggerfishes- Balistidae 
ID: Male- Yellow-gold with black scale margins forming 
crosshatch pattern, bright red tail; blue lines on cheek. Form 
groups. Seaward reefs above dropoffs in 10-100 m, below 
40 m at many locations. 
Pacific: Japan and Micronesia to E. Pacific (most common 
around subtropical islands including Hawaii and Galapagos). 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

PKASSO TRIGGOIEISH Rlunecanthus aculeatus 
SIZE: to2San 10m. Triggedishes- Balistidae 
ID: Snout and back shades at tan with white below; yellow
orange band from snout intersects black bar below eye, black 
mid-body patch with black bands extending to anal fin. 
Solitary or form groups. Lagoon and reef flats to 4 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and French Polynesia. 
- S. Japan to E. Australia and Lord Howe I. 

WEDGETAIL TRIGGERFISH Rhtnecanthus reccangulus 
SIZE: to 25 ern (10 in.) Triggerfishes- Balistidae 
ID: Light brown snout and back. white below; black band 
through eye enlarges and runs to anal fin, black triangular 
mark on tail base. Solitary or form groups. Surge-affected reef 
flats and seaward reefs to 12 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Hawaii and 
Ducie Least of French Polynesia. - S.W. Japan to E. Australia. 

Crosshatdt Triggerfish- Female 
ID: Similar to male, but bright yellow-gold tail and red rear 
dorsal and anal fin margins (yellow on males). 
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Filefishes 

GILDED TRIGGERFISH XanthJchthys auromargznaws 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 '/ m.) Tnggerfishes • Bahstldae 
ID: Male · Steel blue w1th white scale spots, large blue patch 
on lower head. yellow margms on dorsal, anal and tail fins 
Form groups that feed on zooplankton above bottom Outer 
reef slopes 10 15·140 m. usuauy below 20m 
lndo·West Pacific: Maw1t1us to S.W. Japan, M1crones1a, 
Hawau and New Caledoma; mamly ISlands. 

INDIAN TRIGGER FISH Melichthys mdicus 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 m.) Triggerfishes • BaliStidae 
ID: Dark grayish black w1th jet black fins; white band at base 
or dorsal and anal fms, white margm around tail Solitary or 
form groups. Coral-rich areas or outer reefs slopes m 2·20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea E. Afnca and W Thailand to 
Sumatra and Ball 10 lndonesta. 

PINKTAIL TRIGGER FISH 
SIZE: to30em(12 ut) 

Melich1hys Vldua 
Tnggerfishes • Ballstldae 

ID: Brown With yellOWISh snout and pectoral fins, wh1te 
dorsal and anal fillS With black margms, white tail With Wide 
pmk margm. Solitary or form loose groups; reed on algae. 
IDlXed invenebrates and f1shes. Outer reefs m 4 ·60 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Galapagos in eastern 
Pacific. · S. Japan to Great Barrier Reer and New Caledonla. 
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Gacled T riggerfish • Female 
ID: Steel blue With white scale spots: maroon stnpe on base 
of dorsal and anal fins and rnargm on t8.1L On steep slopes, 
often on tbe upper edge or dropoffs below 20m. 

BLACK TRIGGER FISH Melicbthys mger 
SIZE: to 35 em (14m.) Triggerfishes · Balistidae 
ID: Black with bluish scale margms; pale blue to white band 
at base of dorsal and anal !ms. may d!splay blue markings on 
upper head and yellow markmg on cheek. Solitary or rorm 
loose groups. Outer reefs m 2 • 70 m 
Circwnttopical. 

REDTOOTH TRIGGERFISH Odonus mger 
SIZE: to 40 em (16m.) Tnggerfishes • Balistidae 
ID: Pale blue head, dark blue to purpliSh body; 2 blue lines 
extend from eye toward mouth; lunate tail with long lobes in 
adult. Form plankton·feed!ng aggregations above reef. retreat 
to reef recesses when threatened Outer reefs slopes in 5-40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Micronesia and French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Great Barrter Reef and New Caledonia 



OCEANIC TRIGGER FISH CanthidetmJs maculatus 
SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Tnggerfishes- Balisdidae 
ID: Elongate body; pale gray to blackish often with white 
spots; large dark diffuse spot around pectoral fin base. Form 
schools. Steep outer reef slopes in 15-55 m. or around large 
floating objects in open sea. 
Circum tropical. 

SCRAWLED FILEFISH 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 'h in.) 

Aluterus scriptus 
Filefishes - Monacanthidae 

ID: Mottled to nearly uniform shades of gray to brown to 
olive: irregular blue spot and line markings and black spots; 
tall slender first dorsal spine. Solitary. Coastal, lagoon and 
outer reefs in 2-80m. 
Circumtropical. 

RHINO FILEFISH Pseudaluttanus nasicomis 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Filefishes- Monacanthidae 
ID: Mole- Elongated with dorsal spine in front of eye; white 
with small gold spots; pair of dark stripes and blackish tail 
patch. Solitary, in pairs or small groups. Usually in seagrasses 
or weeds of sheltered coastal areas in 2-55m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa to E. Australia, north to S. Japan. 

Odd -Shaped Swimmers 

BROOM FILEFISH 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) 

Amanses scopas 
Filefishes - Monacanthidae 

ID: Dark brown with black tail; several blacklsh bars on mid
side. Moles - Patch of long black spines in front or tail base. 
Females - Patch of short bristles in front of tail base. Solitary or 
in pairs. Seaward reefs in 3-18m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia and Tuamotu 
Is. French Polynesia. - S. Japan to S. Great Barrier ReeL 

UNICORN FllEFISH Aluterus monoceros 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 'I> in.) Filefisbes- Monacanthidae 
ID: Gray with faint spotting; tall slender 1st dorsal spine. 
Juvenile- Reticulate pattern of pale lines and gray blotches. 
Solitary; usually in open water, often around floating debris. 
Outer reefs to 80 m. 
Circum tropical. 

Rhino Filefish • Female 
ID: Elongate with dorsal spine in front of eye, more slender 
than male; white without gold spots; pair of dark often brown 
stripes from snout to tail, black patch on tail. 
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Filefishes 

YEUOWEYE FILEFISH Gantherlllnes dumenh 
SIZE: 10 35 em (14m.) Filefishes - Monacanth!dae 
ID: BrowniSh gray 10 blue-gray; faint dark bars on rear body. 
yellow ms, 4 yelloWISh spmes on tail base, black llne marking 
above pectoral (Ill base. Usuauy m pairs; feed on live oorals 
Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E Afnca to Micronesia, Hawau, Mexioo and 
Duc1e I. east of French Polynesia. • S. Japan to Australia 

SPECTAClED FILEFISH 
SIZE: 10 23 em (9 in.) 

Gantherhines lronucmctus 
Filefishes • Monacantludae 

ID: Monied light to dark gray and yellowish brown, black 
band between dark blotches around eyes. wh1te band on 
tail base. Solitary; shy remam close to cover. Outer reefs to 
40 m. usually below 15m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: East Afnca 10 Papua New Gumea and 
MarshaD Is. m M1crones1a, north 10 S. Japan. 

FAH·BEWED FILEFISH Monacan thus chmens1s 
SIZE: 10 38 em (15m.) Filefishes • Monacantludae 
ID: Pale brown With medium brown blotches oovered With 
dark brown spots; large fan-shaped ventral skm flap, 
concave snout. Solitary. Sheltered coastal reefs and rocky 
areas, frequently m weed beds to 20m. 
West Pacific: Jodones1a and Malaysian Pemnsula to Samoa. 
• S. Japan to E. Australia. 
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Y elloweye Fiefish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3-8 em (1'/ -3m.) 
ID: Gray With wlute spotS; yellow ms. yellow fins and black 
line marktng above pectoral hn base. 

WIRENET FILEFISH Gantherhines pardahs 
SIZE: 10 25 em (10m.) F1lefishes- Monacanth.idae 
ID: Bluish gray to blu1sh brown w1th blu1sh stripes on head 
and pale blue nened pattem on body; usuaDy white spot on 
upper tail base. Solitary. Outer reefs in 2·20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca 10 Mlcronesia and Ducie L 
m French Polynes1a. - S. Japan 10 Australia and Lord Howe I. 

LONGNOSE FILEFISH Oxymonacanthus lollglrostnS 
SIZE: 10 9 em (3 '/ m.) FllefJShes -Monacantludae 
ID: Blue-green With rows of orange spotS; black spot on tail; 
elongated snout With smau upturned mouth. In pairs or smaD 
groups among Acorpora coral branches on which it feeds. 
Lagoons and seaward reefs 10 35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Samoa and Tonga.- S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 



MIMIC FILIFISH Paraluteres piionurus 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in) Filefishes- Monacanthidae 
ID: White with brown to black spots; 2 dark brown saddles 
across back, often with narrow extensions onto belly. Mimic 
Black-Saddled Toby which lacks file-like 1st dorsal fin. 
Solitary or small groups. Seaward reefs to 25m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Great Barrier Reef and New 
Caledorua, nonh Micronesia and S. Japan. 

LEAFY FILEFISH Cbaetodermis penicilligera 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '!t in) Filefishes · Monacanthidae 
ID: Brown to brownish yellow; shaggy, covered with 
numerous skin-flaps; wavy brown lines on side, black dots 
on transparent dorsal anal and tail fins. Solitary. Weed
covered bottoms of coastal reefs in 2-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan. Indonesia and Malaysian Peninsula 
to Great Barrier Reef. 

MINUTE FILEFISH Rudaiius minurus 
SIZE: to 3 em (1 '/• in.) Filefishes • Monacanthidae 
ID: Tiny; pale gray with numerous pale brown spots and fine 
speckling. Males have dark spot with pale rim above anal-fin 
base. Solitary or form small groups among gorgonian, soft coral 
or fire coral branches. Coastal reefs and lagoons in 2-15 m. 
Localized: Known only from Borneo, Flores in Indonesia, 
Palau and Great Barrier Reef. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

ANDAMAN MIMIC FILEFISH 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in) 

Paraluteres arquac 
Filefishes -Monacanthidae 

ID: Dark brown upper body, white below with numerous 
small white spots. Mimic the Sha!]:lnose Toby which lacks file
like 1st dorsal fin. Solitary. Coral reefs in 5-20 m. 
East Indian Ocean: E. Andaman Sea at S1milan Is. and 
Phuket in Thailand. 

leafy Filefish · V oriation 
ID: Mottled brown and bluish gray. 

DIAMOND FILEFISH 
SIZE: to 2.5 em (1 in.) 

RudaiitlS excelsus 
Filefishes · Monacanthidae 

ID: Tiny and nearly circular; green to brown with numerous 
small skin flaps. Males have long bristles on tail base. Very rare, 
known from this photograph, 2 trawl specimens and occasional 
sightings. Weed bottoms near reefs in 8-25 m. 
Localized: Known only from Great Barrier Reef. 
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Filefishes 

STRAPWEED FllfFISH 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 Ill.) 

Pseudomonacanthus macrurus 
Filefishes - Monacanthldae 

ID: Mottled shades of yellow to brown, greerush brown. tan 
and gray1sh wh1te: covered With numerous brown spots. 
usually darkish blotch be bind and below eye. Solitary. Reef 
flats, lagoons and weed or seagrass beds to 10m 
Asian Pacific: Malaysian PeiilllSI.IIa, Indonesia, Pbillppmes and 
NewGumea 

Stropweed Filefish • Phose 
SIZE: 5-10 em (2-4 in.) 
ID: Motlled shades of tan. pale and dark spots: dark blotch 
behind and below eye. 

BLACXHEADED FllfFISH 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 m.) 

Pervagor melaJIOC(1phalus 
Filefisbes - Monacantbidae 

ID: Dark brown bead, orange body with red or orange tall; 
orange spots on snout. SoiJtary or in pates; remam close to 
shelter. Seaward reefs m 3-40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia to Fiji and Tonga. - S.W. Japan to 
Australia. 
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Strapweed Filelish • Phose 
ID: Colors can be rap1dly change. mtenslfied or pale; usually 
a blue spotted border on extendlble belly appendage. 

BLACKIAR FIUFISH Pervagor Janthinosoma 
SIZE: to 14 em (5 'h in.) F~efJShes- Monacantbidae 
ID: Brown to ohve w1th dark horizontal lines, orangish tail; 
dark bar above pectoral fin base. Solitary and secretive. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs to 20 m. 
Indo- West Pacific: E. Alnca to Mar1ana Is. in Micronesia, 
Tonga and Samoa. - S. W Japan to Great Barrier Reel and 
New Caledorua. 

ORANGETAIL FIUFISH Pervagor aspncaudus 
SIZE: to 12 an (5 m.) ~efisbes - Monacantbidae 
ID: Blue-gray head and front of body w1th numerous t iny 
black spots, orange rear body and trul. Solitary. Corals and 
rubble areas of lagoons and outer reef slopes to 25 m. 
Indo-Pacif ic: Mauritius to Ta1wan, Japan, Marshall Is. m 
Micronesia and Hawaii, south to New Caledonia. 
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Pervagor a/u mans 
SIZE: tO 16 em (6 /• m.) Filefishes - Monacamludae 
ID: Dark brown Wllh black hoozontal hnes; orange iris and 
adjacent ring around eye, orange tail markings Wllh a black 
subrnargmal band. Solitary Coral and rocky reefs tO 15 m 
Asian Pacific: MarsbaU Is. m Mtcronesta tO Great Barner Reef, 
New Caledorua and Lord Howe L 

JAPANESE FILEFISH 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) 

Paramonacanthus JBpomcus 
Filefishes - Monacanlllidae 

ID: Tan with tiny brown spots and dark brown rectangular 
marking below begmning or soft dorsal fin. Solitary. Sandy 
or weed-covered bottoms of coastal reefs m 1-20m 
Asian Pacific: lndone518. Phibppmes and New Gwnea. -S. Japan 
tOAUS1J'8ha 

WHITIBAR FILEFISH Paramon.acanthus chomx:epha/us 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 m.) Filefishes- Monacantludae 
ID: White to gray With brown to black blotches; usually dark 
blotch below beginning of 2nd dorsal fin; deep dtamond 
shaped body. Solitary or form groups; often shelter among 
crinoid arms. Sea grass beds and sandy slopes to 25 m. 
lndo-Asi.an Pacific: lndta to Indonesia and N. Coral Sea. 

Odd -Shaped Swimmers 

II.ACK->JIB) FlWISH 
SIZE: to 10 au (4 m.) 

PeiVagor mgrohneacus 
FtlefJShes -Monacantludae 

ID: Brown With white stripe from snout to dorsal fin base; 
frequently curved wlute band below eye to mtd-body. 
Solitary and secrenve; often around soft corals. Lagoon and 
outer reefs m 3-25 m. 
Asian Pacific: Offshore reefs of N.W. Australia, Indonesia 
and Philippines to Solomon Is 

Japanese Filefish • Juvenile 
SIZE: 3·4.5 em (1 '/• ·1 'I• m.) 
ID: White to tan wath Wide brown stnpe from eye to upper 
base of tail mterspersed wtth a dark rectangular marking 
below beginning of soft dorsal fm, brown rrud-lateral smpe. 
Can raptdly change, darken or pale bolh colors and markings. 

BEARDED FllEfiSH Anacanthus barbarus 
SIZE: to 35 au (13 'I• in.) FtlefJShes • Monacantb.idae 
ID: Elongate with long dark barbel (beard) extending from 
clun; shades or brown with netted pattern or dark markings 
and dusky bars. Solitary or small groups m IDIXed sand-weed 
areas. Coastal reefs and mangrove estuartes m 3 ·20m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to N. W. Australia and Indonesia. 
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Filefishes - Puffers 

BRISTLHAIL£0 Fll£FISH Acre1chthys !017lPilCOSUS 
SJZE: 10 10 em (4 m.) Filefishes- Monacantludae 
ID: Mottled green. brown and white; usually dark V-shaped 
marking on mid-side; numerous skin Haps on body. SObtary 
Sheltered reefs and seagrass beds 10 15m 
Indo-West Pacillc: E. Afnca 10 Fiji.- S.W Japan 10 Au.straha. 

BLUE-SPOTTED PUFFER Arothron caeru/eopunctaws 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '!. ft.) Puffers -Tetraodonudae 
ID: Yellowish brown back, blmsh below and covered wtth 
small blue spots; altemaung llght and dark nngs around eye. 
black patch wtth whtte spots on pectoral-1m base. Sohtary. 
Seaward reef slopes m 5-35 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacillc: Malchves 10 Papua New Gumea. Palau 
and Marshall is. m Micronesia. 
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WHITE·SPOmD PUFFER Arochron /uspJdus 
SJZE: 10 48 em (19m.) Puffers • Teuaodonudae 
ID: Gray 10 greemsh brown upper body, paler below covered 
with wtute spots; wtute nng around eye, large white-edged 
black spot around pectoral-1m base. Sohtary. Mtxed coral. 
sand, rubble and weed bottoms in 1·50 m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa 10 Micronesia, Hawaii. 
French Polynesia and Panama. - Japan 10 Australia 
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RADIAL FILIFISH AcreJchtbys radJacus 
SJZE: 10 7 em (2 I tn.) Filefishes- Monacanthidae 
ID: Moaled brown and gray With utegular wlute line marlangs; 
numerous shon slan Haps on bQcly and first dorsal fin. Solltary; 
frequently near soft corals Coastal and lagoon reefs m 2-12m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W Japan, fndonesta and Philippmes 10 Great 
Barner Reef and New Caledoma 

Blue-Spotted· Variation 
ID: Brown with only a few blue spots. except on fins; 
altematmg light and dark nngs around eye, network of line 
markings on back, black patch wtth wtute spots on pectoral 
fin base. 

RETICULA TID PUFFER 
SJZE: to 30 em (12m.) 

Arotbron reaculans 
Puffers- Teuaodontidae 

ID: Brown With wtute spots on back and rear body and tail, 
white bands enCITcle eye and pectoral fm base, white curved 
bands run from head to beUy. Solttary. Mangrove esruanes, 
tidal creeks and open sand or mud bottoms to 20 m. 
Indo· West Pacillc: fndta to Fiji. • S. W. Japan to Australia. 



STAR PUFFER Arothron stellatus 
SIZE: to 90 em (3 ft.) Puffers - Tetraodonudae 
ID: Pale gray with dense covering of black spots; larger 
black spots or irregular blotches around pectoral fin base. 
Solitary. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 3 -58m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Tuamotu Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to N. New Zealand. 

Star Puffer - Young Juvenne 
SIZE: 2.5-3 em (1-1 '/• in.) 
ID: Orange covered with curvmg black line markings. Solitary 
m shallow sand, rubble and weedy areas near protected 
inner reefs. 

STRIPED PUFFER Arothron manilensis 
SIZE: to 31 em (12 '/ • in.) Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
ID: Brown with dark brown to yellowish stripes; large dark 
spot around pectoral fin base, may display darkish blotches. 
Coastal mangroves, seagrass beds, weedy areas and sand 
and silt bottoms near reefs in 2 · 20 m. 
West Pacific: W. Australia to Kalimantan (Borneo) in Indonesia 
to Tonga -S.W. Japan and Mictonesia to E. Australia. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

Star Puffer - Older Juvenile 
SIZE: 4-10 em (1 '/• -4 in.} 
ID: Gray to light gray to yellowish tan WJth numerous black 
spots; yellow to orange patches and curved blackish bands 
on belly disappear with age. Solitary in shallow sand, rubble 
or weedy areas near protected inner reefs. 

IMMACULATI PUFFER 
SIZE: to 28 em (11 in.) 

Arothron unmaculatus 
Puffers - Tetraodontidae 

ID: Brown gradating to white underside; large yellowish 
brown spot around pectoral fin base (may be edged in black), 
black-edged yellowish tail. Solitary. Coastal mangroves, 
seagrass and weedy and silt bottoms near reefs in 3-30 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, north 
to S.W. Japan and China. 

MAP PUFFER Arothron mappa 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Puffers - Tetraodontidae 
ID: Gray with black maze markmgs, white to yelloWish belly; 
spoke-like lines radiate from eye, irregular black botch 
around pectoral fin base and another on belly. Solitary. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs in 4-30 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa. - s.w. Japan to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledonia 
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Puffers 

GUJNWOWL PUFFER Arothron meleagns 
SIZE: 10 50 em (20m.) Puffers · Teaaodonodae 
ID: Black covered wtth small wlute spots. SOhr.ary, feeds 
mamly on live ups or branching corals. Coral-nch areas and 
rocky bottoms of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs 10 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Hawaii, French Polynesia, Galapagos 
and BaJa. · S Japan 10 Australia 

Guineafowl Puffer • Juvenile 
SIZE: 2.5 • 3 em (1·1 '/• in.) 
ID: Black wtth bright orange-yellow spots. 

Black spotted Puffer · Variation 
ID: Olive back and orange below: dark patch around eye 
and another around mouth are commonly dtsplayed, the 
band across snout and dark dorsal tin with dark patch below 
are less common markmgs. Feed heavily on hvmg corals, 
occasionally on other cnidarians, crustaceans and molluscs. 
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Guineofowl Puffer · Variation 
ID: Entirely bngbt yellow-gold, may display a few scattered 
black spots. Thts vanauon makes up about 25 percent or 
population. 

BLACKSPOmo PUFFER Arothron nigropunctatus 
SIZE: to 33 em (13m.) Pulfers-Tetraodontidae 
ID: Highly variable m WJde combmauon of colors; consistent 
markings include black lips, black pectoral fin base and a 
few scattered black spots Sohtary. Coral-rich areas or 
lagoons 10 seaward reefs m 3-25m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Lme Is. m Central Paafic. · S.W. Japan 
10 E. AustralJa and New Caledorua. 

Bladcspotted Puffer • Variation 
ID: Blue-gray wtth megular black blotches and spots (an 
uncommon VarJatlon). but common at Web I., off the extreme 
nonhwestem tip or Sumatra m lndonesta 



WHITESEll Y TOBY Canthlgaster benne ttl 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
ID: Brown upper body, whitiSh below; blue lines radiate hom 
eye often interspersed w1th orange, blue-edged black spot at 
base of dorsal fin. Solitary or form groups. Sand and rubble 
bottoms of sheltered ooasta1 reefs, reef flats and lagoons to 15 m 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii, Society Is. in French Polynesia 
and Galapagos. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia and Lord Howe I. 

PAPUAN TOBY Canthigaster papua 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 'h in.) Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
ID: Red-brown; covered with white to blue to green spots 
including tail, white to blue to green lines on snout and back, 
ocellated black spot on dorsal fin base. orange around mouth. 
Solitary or in pairs. Coral reefs to 35 m. 
Asian Pacific: lndones1a, Phillppmes and Palau to Great 
Barrier Reef and New Caledoma. 

FINGERPRINT TOBY Cantlngaster compressa 
SIZE: to 10 em (4 in.) Puffers- Tetradontidae 
ID: Brown, paler underside, orangish tail with bluish bars; 
numerous wavy white to blue to green lines cover body, 
ocellated black spot below dorsal fin base. Silty bays and 
harbours, often around wharf pilings in 2 ·25 m 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Solomon Is. and Vanuatu, north 
to Mariana Is. in Micronesia and S.W. Japan. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

SPOnED TOBY Cantlngaster solandn 
SIZE: to 10.5 em (4 in.) Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
ID: Brown; oovered with white to blue to green spots; white 
to blue to green line markings on snout and back, ocellated spol 
on dorsal fin base. Solitary; feed mainly on algae, corals and 
benthic invertebrates. Lagoon and seaward reefs in 1-35 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa to Line Is. and French Polynes1a. 
- S.W. Japan and Micronesia (except Palau) to Tonga. 

Popuan Toby · Variation 
ID: This species and the similar Spotted Toby (previous) can 
have spots on the back instead of Jines. This species can be 
distinguished by orange around mouth. Red-brown with 
white to blue to green spots; line markings between eyes. 

Fingerprint Toby· Variation 
ID: Brown, paler underside, yellow tail with blui sh bars; 
numerous small white to blue to green spots cover body 
except wavy white to blue to green lines on upper head, 
oceUated black spot below dorsal fin. 
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Puffers 

AMBON TOBY Canlillgaster ambomenslS 
SIZE: 10 14 em (5 I m.) Puffers- Tetraodontidae 
ID: Brown to orange-brown WJth blwsh hue on understde, 
dark brown 10 blue spotS and bands on head. small blue and 
blaclosh spots on body. Solttary. Shallow outer reefs affected 
by surge 10 10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Hawaii, Sooety Is. m French PolynesJa 
and Galapagos.· S Japan and Micronesta to S.E Australia 

LANTERN TOBY CantlJJgaster epilampra 
SIZE: to I I em (4 'I• in.) Puffers- Tetraodonudae 
ID: Wlutish except darkish upper back, blue streaked yellow 
tail: yellowish around eye with blue radiating hnes, blue 
lmes on snout, tmy blue spots on body. Sohtary, usually m 
caves and under ledges. Steep outer reefs slopes m 9-60 m 
East Indo·Pacific: Chnstrnas L to Mtcronesta. Hawan and 
French PolynesJa. • SW Japan 10 Austlaba and New Caledonia 

LIOPARD TOBY CantlJJgasrer /1 opaJda 
SIZE: 10 7 em (2 1. m.) Puffers· Teuaodonudae 
ID: Pale brown; blue lmes on snout and nape, blue-nnged 
brown spot on upper nape, clusters of brown blotches and 
small blue spots on stde. Solitary or in pairs; usually in caves 
or under ledges. Steep outer reefs in 30 ·50 m. 
East Indo· Asian Pacific: Chnstmas I. to Molucca Is. m 
Indonesia, Philippines and Mariana Is. m Micronesaa. 
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Ambon Toby· Juvenae 
SIZE: 4-8 an (1 'I ·3m) 
ID: Brown; small wlute SpotS on cheek and larger wlute SpotS 
on body, whue tines radiate f~om eye and wrap around snout 

HONEYCOMB TOBY 
SIZE: 10 9 em (3 '/. in.) 

Cantlugaster Jantlunoptera 
Puffers -Tetraodontidae 

ID: Brown Wlth dense covenng of white spots. Solitary or m 
paus: usually close to shelter or in caves and crevices. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs to 30 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Alnca 10 Line Is. and Marquesas Is. 
m French PolynesJa · S. Japan 10 Austraba. 

TYLIR'S TOBY 
SIZE: 10 8 em (3 m.) 

Cantbigaster t.ylen 
Puffers -Tetraodonudae 

ID: Pale brown to orange, blue hnes on snout and nape, 
large brown spots cover body. Solitary; usually in caves or 
under ledges. Steep outer reef slopes in 8·40 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: TBll28.lllll, Comores. Mauritius, Christmas L 
to Molucca Is. in E. Indonesaa. 



CLOWN TOBY Cantlllgaster calhstema 
SIZE: to 24 em (9 m.) Puffers· Tetraodonudae 
ID: Brown upper body wtth bluish stripes and spotS sepa~ated 
by black stripe from white lower body; 2nd brown stnpe 
below Solitary or m pa1rs. Rocky bottoms of coastal and 
offshore reefs m 1 0-40 m. 
Southwestern Pacific~ New South Wales m S.E. Australia, 
Lord Howe 1., Norfolk I. and N. New Zealand. 

RIVULATED TOBY Canllllgaster nvulata 
SIZE: to 18 em (7ln.) Puffers- Teuaodonudae 
ID: Brown upper body with dark line markings, white lower 
body with dark stripe from pectoral fin base to ta!l. Solitary. 
Primanly found on rocky reefs to 100 m. 
Indo· North Asian Pacific: E. Africa. seychelles and W. Australia 
to Truwan, Korea and Japan, also Haw811 (mainly confmed to 
subtrOPical locauons) 

CROWN TOBY Cantlllgaster coronata 
SIZE: to 13.5 em (5 '/• m.) Puffers- Tetraodonudae 
ID: Wlute w1th dark brown bar between eyes and 3 wedge
shaped. dark brown saddles on back ouUined witb yellow
orange spots. Sunilar Blacksaddle Toby fnext]), saddles extend 
onto s1de. Solitary. Sand and rubble of seaward reefs m 10 · 80 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to MicroneSia and 
Hawaii. • S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

BICOLORED TOBY 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) 

Cantlllgaster smJthae 
Puffers • Tetraodonudae 

10: Brown back wttb wh1te below brown to yellowish 
stripe from chin to lower trul base. yellow iris with blue 
•spokes." dark margms on taJI Sohtary. Seaward reefs 
slopes m 20-40 m. 
Indian Ocean: E. Afnca and ISlands of W. Indian Ocean to 
Andaman Sea and W. Sumatra m Indonesia. 

SHY TOBY Canth1gaster ocellicmcca 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h in.) Puffers- Tetraodontdae 
10: Brown; 2 dark brown to black saddles extend to belly, 
black spot on dorsal fm base, blu1sh lme markings on head, 
dark spots on body. Solitary: in caves and crevices. Steep 
seaward reef slopes m 20-53 m. 
West Pacific: lndonesl8 to Solomon Is. and FiJI • Philippines 
to Great Barrier Reef. 

BLACK·SADDI.ID TOBY Cantlllgaster valentmJ 
SIZE: to 9 em (3'/J m.) Puffers • Tetraodontidae 
ID: White with light bl'O\vn spotS and 4 dark brown to blackish 
saddles, the middle two extend onto lower side. Mimicked 
by Mimic Filefish. Solitary or form small groups. Lagoon and 
seaward reefs to 50 m. 
Indo- Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Micronesia and 
Tuamotu Is. in French Polynes•a. -S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 
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Puffers - Porcupinefishes - Molas - Dolphinfishes 

SHORTFIH PUFFER 
SIZE:to14em(5·/ m.) 

Torqwgener bteV!pmrus 
Puffers • Teuaodonudae 

ID: Brown back Wlth numerous wlutlsh spots, wlute to tan 
below; four bars below eye extend from mouth to pectoral hn 
Form small groups Shallow rubble, sand, weed and seagrass 
areas to 100m 
West Pacific: S. Japan and Indonesia to Great Barner Reef 
and New Caledorua. 

SILVER PUFFER Lagocep!Jalus sceleraws 
SIZE: to85 em (2'/, ft.) Puffers· Teuaodontidae 
ID: Elongate bright silver. back with greenish to blwsh tinung 
and dark spots or blotches. Usually form pelagrc schools to 
100m; occasionally over sballow sand areas around reefs and 
may rest on bottom can be aggressive and btte divers. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Soctecy Is. m French 
Polynesta S Japan to Australia. 

YEUOWSPOn£0 BURRFISH 
SIZE: to34 em (13 '/, 10.) 

Cyclichthys spilascylus 
Porcupmefishes · Olodonudae 

ID: Brown to gray With wlute underside, numerous fixed 
mangular spmes With a yellow or dark spot around base. 
oocas1onally 3 large dusky blotches on s1de. Solitary. Coral, 
sand and rubble and weed bottoms m 3·90 m 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Galapagos.· Japan to 
Ausuai.Ja. 
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MJLJ(SPOn£0 PUFFER 
SIZE: to 33 em (1310.) 

Che/onodon pataca 
Puffers· Tetraodontidae 

ID: Greerush brown undercolor With large oval wlute spots, 
wlute to pale yellow unders1de. Soi.Jtary. Estuaries and 
mangrove areas, oc:castonally around sheltered JDShore coral 
reefs to 15m 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabtan Gulf to NewGumeaand Australla 
north to S.W. Japan. 

SPOn£0 BURR FISH C/ulomycterus reticu/atus 
SIZE: to 55 em (22 m.) Porcupmef1shes • Diodontldae 
ID: Brown to gray with whJte underside. numerous fixed 
triangular spines. body and fms covered with black spots, 
3 dusky body bars and dusky bar under eye. Solitary. Rocky 
and coral reefs in 3·25 m 
Circumglobal: Troptcal (rare), subtropical and warm 
temperate seas 

ORBICULAR BURRFISH Cyclichthys olbicu/ans 
SIZE: to 15 em (610.) Porcupmefishes · OlodonUdae 
ID: Wlutish undercolor With close·set brown to red·brown 
spots; numerous fixed sptke-hke spmes; several large 
darkish gray to red-brown blotches Solitary. Sand and 
rubble bottoms in 5-30 m 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Great Barrier 
Reef, north to Japan. 



PORCUPINEFISH Diodon hystrix 
SIZE: to 71 em (2 '/• ft.) Porcupinefishes - Diodontidae 
ID: Yellow-brown to brown, olive or gray with white underside; 
numerous short to medium movable spines; numerous small 
black spots on head, body and fins. Solitary, except when 
courting. Coral and rocky reefs to 50 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical; subtropical and warm temperate seas. 

BLACK-BLOTCHED PORCUPINEFISH Diodon Jiturosus 
SIZE: to 50 em (20 in.) Porcupinefishes- Diodontidae 
ID: Brown with numerous short to long movable spines; large 
dark brown to black blotches with white margins on back and 
around and below eye. Solitary. Coral reefs to 90 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Micronesia, Society Is. 
in French Polynesia. - S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 

OCEAN SUNFISH 
SIZE: to 308 em {10ft.) 

Molamola 
Molas - Molidae 

ID: Broad oval body with long dorsal and anal fins and no tail; 
silver to gray to gray-brown gradating to whitish belly. Solitary 
or in pairs. Generally oceanic, often near surface, occasionally 
near reefs to be cleaned. 
Circumgobal: Tropical and temperate seas. 

Odd-Shaped Swimmers 

BALLOONFISH Diodon holocanthus 
SIZE: to 29 em {12 in.) Porcupinefishes - Diodontidae 
ID: Light gray-brown with white underside; numerous long 
moveable spines; covered with small black spots except 
fins, brown bar under eye, several brown blotches on back. 
Solitary. Coral reefs and open sand to 100m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical subtropical and warm temperate seas. 

BLACKLIP POR<UPINEFISH Lophodwdon caJon 
SIZE: to 30 em {12 in.) Porcupinefishes- Diodontidae 
ID: Brown with white underside; short movable spines on 
head and belly and fixed spines on back and sides; black lips, 
blackish bar below eye, 2-3 dusky dark patches on lower side. 
Solitary. Sand and rubble bottoms in 10-50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa, Arabian Sea and N. W. Australia 
to Indonesia and S. China Sea. 

DOLPHIN FISH 
SIZE: to 162 em {5 '/• ft.) 

Coryphaena bippurus 
Dolphinfishes -Coryphaenidae 

ID: Bluish silver with yellow tinting; long continuous dorsal 
fin from above eye to tail base, long ventral fins and large 
forked tail. Male - Large blunt head. Female - Torpedo-shaped 
head. Form groups; pelagic, often under sargassum floats. 
Circum tropical. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 18 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 
Tbis ID Group consists of fishes with long tubular snouts and elongate bodies encased in bony ring-like 
body segments. 

FAMILY: Ghost Pipefishes- Solenostomidae 
Single Genus - 6 Species Included 

Ornate Ghost Pipefishes 

Ghost pipefishes must rank among the most exotic creatures inhabiting the Earth's shallow seas. 
Unfortunately, both the classification and natural history of these close relatives of pipefishes and 
seahorses lack adequate investigation. At present, only four forms are considered to be valid species. 
Adding confusion, each form appears to have several distinct variations. The little presently known about 
the natural history of the genus is briefly discussed m the Ornate Ghost Pipefish gallery on the facing page. 

FAMILY: Pipefishes & Seahorses- Syngnathidae 
Pipefish Subfamily - Syngnathinae, 13 Genera- 33 Species Included 

Seahorse Subfamily - Hippocampinae, Single Genus- 11 Species Included 

Pipefishes Pipehorses Seahorses 

Pipefishes and seahorses have slender bodies fashioned by encircling bony segments, elongate 
snouts, and a single spineless dorsal fin. The heads of seaborses angle down from the body's main axis, 
and their bodies end with curved prehensile tails. Pipefishes have basically straight bodies generally 
culminating with small, rounded, flat tails. Both groups are carnivorous feeding on tiny crustaceans, 
which are sucked whole into their mouths. Seahorses generally attach to a holdfast near the bottom 
where they blend expertly with their surroundings. Pipefishes characteristically slip over the bottom 
searching for prey; however, species in genus Doryrhampbius, commonly known as llagtail pipefishes, 
hover in pairs or small groups inside crevices or under overhangs where they act as cleaners, removing 
small parasites from client fishes. 

The family's reproductive behavior equals the members' peculiar appearance. An extended, 
harmonized courtship dance culminates with intertwined bodies. Female seaborses deposit from 50 to 
500 eggs into an enclosed abdominal pouch of males where fertilization occurs. The eggs of pipefishes 
are attached to an external abdominal patch on males where the mass is easily observed. Highly 
developed offspring hatch after an extended incubation period. 
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ORNATE GHOST PIPEFISH Solenostomus paiadoxus 
SIZE: to 11 em {4 '1• in.) Ghost Pipefishes • Solenostomidae 
ID: Male· Short skin filaments on snout and body and fins with 
jagged edges giving "spiky appearance." Solitary. small groups 
or more commonly in male/female pairs; usually remain in 
restricted home range. Coastal, lagoon and outer reefs in 4 ·35 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E~ Africa to Indonesia, Philippines, 
Marshall Js. in Micronesia, Solomon Is., E. Australia and Fiji. 

Ornate Ghost Pipefish 
ID: Femole Voriotion • It is believed that Ghost Pipefishes have 
an annual life cycle, with the majority of their life spent in the 
pelagic as larvae before settling to the bottom and becoming 
sexually mature. 

OmcrteGhost 
Pipefish 
ID: Mole VCI'iolion 
Highly variable oolors 
usually dependent on 
habitat. The most 
oommon color pattern 
is d isplayed by 
the first individual 
pictured in Ulis series. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 
Ornate Ghost 
Pipefish 
lD: Femole Voriolion · 
Anecdotal evidence 
suggest that all ghost 
pipefishes settle as 
males and later, with 
proper environmental 
or social cues some 
change into females. 
The sexual change 
signals a growth spun 
and the development 
of a large brooding 
pouch fom1ed by the 
ventral fins attached 
to the abdomen wall, 
which many hold up 
to 300 fertilized eggs 
and larvae in varying 
developmental stages. 

Orncrte Ghost 
Pipefish 
lD: Femole Voriolion • 
Frequently hover head 
down among arms of 
crinoids, black corals, 
gorgonians and soft 
corals. Feed primarily 
on tiny crustaceans 
which are snapped 
from open water or 
off the bottom. 

Ornate Ghost 
Pipefish 
ID: Juvenile • The 
species is almost fully 
grown when they 
settle to the sea floor 
after a lengthy pelagic 
larval stage. Recently 
settled individuals 
have large wispy 
transparent taJis with 
silver to white tips on 
the tail and dorsal fin 
spines. As they 
ma ture, in days or 
weeks after settling, 
the large rom1ded tails 
g radually become 
smaller and acquire 
pigmentation. 
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Ghost Pipefishes - Pipefishes 

HAUMEDA GHOST PIPEFISH Solenoscomus hahmeda 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 ·/ m.) Ghost Pipefishes • SolenOStonudae 
ID: ftNe · Green to wluush gray; fin lobes rounded resemblmg 
the leaf·hke segments of Ha/Jmeda algae where they shelter 
Solitary or m prurs Sheltered OJaStal and lagoon reefs m 3·23 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: MaldJves, Rowley Shoals off N W Au.suaiJa. 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Marshall Is. m Micronesia 
and FIJI 

ROBUST GHOST PIPEFISH Solenostomtts cyanopterus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6'1• in) Ghost Pipefishes • Solenostomidae 
ID: Female/Male Pair · Red, green, purplish, yellow or brown, 
often with darker mottling; long narrow dorsal lin, fan-like 
ventral and tall fins. short tail base. Solitary or m pairs. 
Coastal and lagoon reefs in 4 · 20 m. 
Indo· West Pacilic: Red Sea and E Atnca to FIJI S Japan 
to Australia 
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ROUGHSHOUT GHOST 
PIPEFISH 
Solenosromtts 
paegmus 
SIZE: to 12 em (5 m.) 
Ghost Pipellshes • 
Solenostomidae 
ID: Shades of brown, 
light tan and green 
with skin filaments on 
snout and body (often 
long and hair·tike); 
long thin tail base. 
Solitary or m paus 
Sand and rubble areas 
often with filamentous 
algae m 8-20 m 
Indo-West Pacific: 
E. Africa to Solomon 
IS. and FIJI • S. Japan 
to E. Australia 

Halimeda Ghost P"!pefish · Male Variation 
ID: In areas wtth stands of dead algal patches. change color 
to camouflage wtth surroundings 

Robust Ghost Pipefish· Young Female Variation 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Ghost Pipehshes · Solenostomidae 
ID: Red, a relatively rare vanatlon. 

Roughsnovt Ghost Pipefish· Variation 
ID: Extent of " ha1ry· growth vanable, occasionally 
rndtviduals have thetr outline entirely obscured. Hairy 
vanety more common on and around objects covered wtth 
filamentous algae, usually m sand or rubble areas. Possibly 
a separate spec1es. Tlus vanauons IS also com.rnonly known 
as the Irish Setter Ghost Pipefish or Rufus Ghost Pipefish. 



VELVET GHOST 
PIPEFISH 
Solenostomus sp. 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
Ghost Pipefishes · 
Solenostornidae 
ID: Classification 
w1certain; possibly a 
variation of the Robust 
Ghost Pipefish. 

Asian Pacific: 
Indonesia. 

SHORTPOUCH PYGMY PIPEHORSE Acentronura breviperula 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) Pipeiishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Brown to nearly black with white speckling; slighUy 
expanded seahorse-like "chest," pale snout, skin flaps of 
various sJZeS and shapes on head and body. Solitary or in pairs. 
Sparse seagrass near sheltered reefs to 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia. Philippines and Papua New Guinea, 
but possibly more widespread. 

BARRED PIPEFISH Clloeroichdlys cinctus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: White to yellow WJth dark body bars, bars on tail formed 
by spots; short with body and tail base about equal in length. 
Solitary. Reef crev1ces with sponges in lagoon and seaward 
reefs m 10· 40 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Australia 
to Samoa. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 
THIN GHOST PIPEFISH 
Solenostomus sp. 
SIZE: to 5 em (2 in.) 
Ghost Pipefishes • 
Solenostomidae 
ID: Classification 
uncertain; possibly a 
variation of the Robust 
Ghost Pipefish. but 
with long tail base. 
West Pacific: 
Indonesia to Fiji. 

SHORT-BODIED PIPEFISH Clloeroicluhys brachysoma 
SIZE: to 6.5 em (2 'h in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Mole· Brown with scattered small white spots ; short 
with wide body, tail base about equal in length to body. 
female · Slender body with 2 rows of black spots on side. 
Solitary. Lagoon, seaward reefs and seagrass areas to 20m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Indonesia, Philippines. 
Marshall Is. m Micronesia, Australia and French Polynesia. 

BROWN·BANDED PIPEFISH Corythoicbdlys amplexus 
SIZE: to 9.5 em (3 'I• in.) Pipef!Shes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Whitish to pale gray; broad reddish brown bars with tiny 
white spots encircle body. Solitary or form loose groups. 
Lagoon and seaward reefs in 3·20 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Seychelles to Samoa. · Philippmes to 
N. Australia. 
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Pipefishes 

BROKEN·BANDS PIPEFISH CorythoJChthyssp. 
SIZE: to 8.5 cm (3 'I• m.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: White With darkish tiny pale spots encucling body bars 
that are often mcomplete, head and snout spotted. In pall'S 
Shallow reef crests in 5-20 m. 

Localized: Great Barner Reef 

lANDED MESSMATt PIPEfiSH CorythOJchthyssp 
SIZE: to 17 cm (6'/• m.) Ptpefishes • Syngnathidae 
ID: Wlute With yellowish ttnt; shon honzontal lines align to 
from encircling dark body bars, hne marking on head. 
Solitary or form small aggregations. Sand and rubble and 
protected coral reefs to 15 m. 

Localized: Flores and Moluccas in Indonesia to Palau. 

NnwORK PIPEFISH CorythOJchthys flavofasCJatus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Pipeflsbes • Syngnathidae 
ID: Pale yellowish undercolor w ith line stripes: black stripes 
on head and about 20 dusky bands encircle body. Pacific and 
lnd1an Ocean variations may prove to be separate species 
Solitary, m parrs or groups. Sheltered reefs m 2-25m. 
Indo· Pacific: Madagascar, Seychelles and Red Sea to SoCiety Is 
m French PolynesJa. • S. Japan to Australia. 
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MESSMATE PIPEFISH CorytlJoicht.hys mces£inalis 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 10.) Pipefishes • Syngnathidae 
!D: WhJtish to pale yellowish With dark wavy or reticulated 
!me stripes (absent on back): dJ!fuse dark body bars. Usually 
10 pall'S, but occasionally form small aggregations Coastal 
and lagoon reefs With corals and sponges 10 3·12rn 
Indo· West Pacific: Indonesia, Phihppmes to Samoa. - Marsball 
and Mariana Is. in M1crones1a to Australia. 

Y£UOWSPOffiD PIPEFISH CorythoiCht.hys po/ynot.atus 
SIZE: to 16 cm (6 I• m.) Pipefishes • Syngnathldae 
ID: Pale gray With red tall , yellow-spot pattern on back. 
diffuse body bars, dark wavy lmes or joined network of lmes 
and spots on side. Sohtary or in pairs. Rubble, weed and 
seagrass bottoms around sheltered reefs to 5 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines and Palau in Micronesia. 

Network ~fish • V oriotion 
lD: Pale yellowish tan undercolor with about 20 reticulated 
encucling bands. 



BLACK-BREASTED PIPEFISH Corythoichthys nigripectus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4'/• in.) Pipeflshes · Syngnat.h!dae 
ID: Pale gray underoolor; 4·5 wide lavender to orange body 
bars before dorsal rin, orange gill cover, black mark on 
breast. Solitary or in pair. Among coral and algal patches 
primarily in clear water outer reefs in 5-30 m. 
Pacific: Caroline, Marshall and Mariana Is. in Micronesia to 
Fiji and Society Is. in French Polynesia. 

SCHULTZ'S PIPEFISH COJythOJchthys schultz! 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Pipefishes • Syngnat.h!dae 
ID: Pale tan with numerous dark-edged orange to brown 
rectangula r spots (lack white speckles), widely spaced 
narrow whitish bars encircle body; long snout. Solitary or in 
pairs. Sand and rubble around reefs in 2-15 m. 
Indo · West Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Tonga. · S. Japan 
to Australia. 

REEFTOP PIPEFISH Corythoicht.bys haematopcerus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Whitish w ith dark wavy line stripes forming netted 
pattern, white-edged reddish tail; about 15 wide dark bars 
often with pale centers. Solitary, in pairs or small groups. 
Sand, rubble and weeds in 2 ·15 m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Africa to Vanuatu and Fiji. · S. Japan 
toN. Australia. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 

ORANGE-SPOTTED PIPEFISH CorythO!Chthys ocellatus 
SIZE: to 11 em (4 '/• in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Tan with numerous dark-edged orange rectangular spots, 
white speckles; widely spaced narrow whitish bars encircle 
body; long snout. Solitary or in pairs. Sand, rubble and weed 
bottoms around reefs to 12 m. 
West Pacific: Indonesia, Philippines, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Is. , N. Australia and Fiji. 

Schultr's Pipefish· Variation 
ID: Brown horizontally elongate dark-edged markings. Note 
tbe long snout, which distinguishes this species from other 
members of the genus. 

BLUESlRIPE PIPEFISH 
SIZE: to 7 em (2 'f, in.) 

Doryrhamphus exCJsus 
Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 

ID: Orange-brown; wide blue stripe from snout to tail base, 
circular tail with orange fan marking on base with single 
spot behind. Solitary or in pairs; a cleaner. Ceiling of caves 
or under ledges in coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 45 m. 
Indo Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia.· S.W. Japan to Australia 
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Pipefishes 

HONSHU PIPEFISH Doryrhamphus]aporocus 
SIZE: to 7 em (2'1• in.) Pipefishes- Syngnathidae 
ID: Orange-brown; black margined narrow blue strip from 
snout to tail base, circular tail with 3 orange spots. Solitary 
or in pairs; a cleaner. Often near sponges and Diadema 
urchins m coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Papua New Guinea, north to S. Japan 

FLAGTAIL PIPEFISH Doryrhamphus negrosenSIS 
SIZE: to 5.5 em (2 '1• in.) Pipefishes- Syngnathidae 
ID: Blue to blue-gray; pale stripe on top of snout and head, 
blackish tail w1tb orange base and white margin. Solitary, 
in pairs or small groups. Inside reef crevices or shelter 
among sea urchin spines of protected reefs to 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: N. Borneo, Philippines. Palau, N. Papua New 
Guinea and Micronesia. 

ORANGE-BANDED PIPEFISH Doryrllamphus pessuliferus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '1• in.) Pipefisbes- Syngnathidae 
ID: Numerous alternating narrow red to black and yellow
orange bars encircle body, red tail with yellow central spot 
and white upper margin. Solitary or in pairs. Isolated coral 
patches on sand and mud slopes of coastal reefs in 15-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: N.W. Australia, Sulawesi and Bali in Indonesia 
and Sulu Archipelago in Philippines. 
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CLEANER PIPEFISH Doryrhamphus JansSI 
SIZE: to 13 em (5 in.) Pipefisbes- Syngnathidae 
ID: Orange mid-body With blue head and rear body; black 
tail with white margin and center spot. Solitary or in 
pairs; an active cleaner. Reef crevices of primarily seaward 
reef slopes m 5-35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Gulf of Thailand to Solomon Is. - Philippines 
to Australia. 

RING£0 PIPEFISH Doryrhamphus dactyliophorus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 lll.) Pipefishes - Syngnathidae 
ID: Red to maroon and white alternating bars encircle body, 
red tail with white margin and central white spot. Solitary, 
in pairs or smaU aggregations. Caves or ledges of coastal, 
lagoon and outer reefs to 55 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca ad to Austral Is. in French 
Polynesia. - s. Japan to Australia. 

~~~~ .... 

MANY-BANDED PIPEFISH Doryrhamphus rnultJannulatus 
SIZE: to 18 em (7 in.) Pipefishes - Syngnathidae 
ID: Numerous alternating narrow red to blackish and white 
to pinkish bars encircle body, white-edged red tail. Solitary. 
in pairs or small aggregations. Crevices of lagoon and 
seaward slopes to 45 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and E. Africa to Andaman Sea and 
Sumatra in Indonesia. 



BROAD-BANDED PIPEFISH Dunckerocampus boyle/ 
SIZE: tO 16 ern (6 '/• in.) Pipefishes - Syngnathidae 
ID: Red to maroon and wlute alternatmg bars With thm 
black margins encircle body, white margined red tail. Lack 
central white spot on taillike Ringed Pipefish [previous 
page). Solitary or pairs. Caves and creVJces of seaward reefs 
in 20-40 m. 
Indian Ocean: Red Sea and Mauritius to Bali m Indonesia. 

WINGED PIPEFISH Halicampus macrorhynchus 
SIZE: tO 16 ern (6 '/• in.) Pipefishes - Syngnathidae 
ID: Vanably colored, but commonly shades of red, yellow, 
green or brown; 8-10 pairs of skin flaps on back may resemble 
smaU "wings; " long snout. Solitary or in pairs. sand and weed 
bottOms of coastal and lagoon reefs m 4-25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Panama. 

Winged Pipefish • Juvenile 
ID: The wing-like skin naps on back are panicularly 
exaggerated in juveniles. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 

BROCK'S PIPEFISH Hahcampus brockl 
SIZE: co 11.5 em (4 't. in.) Pipefishes. Syngnathidae 
ID: Whitish unmarked body. occas10natly brown; branched 
filaments on head and skm flaps on body; brown variation 
has about 15 white saddles on back. Solitary and cryptic. 
Coral and algae patches of coastal reefs in 3-45m. 
Asian Pacific: S.W. Japan, Marshall and Mariana Is. in 
Micronesia to N. Australia. 

Winged Pipefish - Variation 
ID: Red variation. wings become smauer with age and size. 

SAMOAN PIPEFISH Halicampus mataafae 
SIZE: tO 15 em (6 in.) Pipefishes - Syngnathidae 
ID: Very shon snout, skm flap appendages (most noticeable 
on head), tiny tail; brown co nearly black witb nanow whitish 
saddles along back. Solitary. Inside crevices and under rocks 
and debris of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 15m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red sea and E. Africa to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia and Samoa. - Taiwan to Australia. 

429 



Pipefishes - Seahorses 

Glm£RING PIPEfiSH Hahcampus mudus 
SIZE: to 7 5 em (3m.) Plpefisbes • Syngnatludae 
ID: Very shon snout. slivery wlute; dark brown altemaung 
bars encucle head and body Solitary and cryptic. lns1de 
crev1ces and under rocks of coastal. lagoon and outer reefs 
to 20m 
West Pacific: V1etnam. S.W Japan and Indonesia to Australia 
and FIJI 

SHORTNOSE PIPEfiSH Mlcrognatl!us andersonu 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '/• m.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Snout shon. small t1un skm flaps primanly on head, brown 
With several black-edged pale bars across back and on upper 
Side; uny tall So~tary and cryptic. lns1de crev1ces and among 
rubble of coastal reefs to 1 o m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Tonga· S Japan to 
NE AUStraba 

fOXY PIPEfiSH Phoxocampus reuophthalmus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 m.) PlpefJShes • Syngnatludae 
ID: Shon snout, skm flaps absent, saw-hke edges on rear 
body rmgs; tiny tat!; dark brown With 8-10 famt whitish 
saddles on upper s1de. Solitary and cryptic. lns1de reef 
crevtces of sheltered coastal reefs to 10m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Cocos-Keeling ls. to French Polynes1a. 
·Palau and Marshall Is. m Micronesia to N.E. Australia. 
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ESTUARY PIPEfiSH Hlpprchthys cyanosprlus 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 I m.) Plpefishes • Syngnatludae 
ID: YeUow to greeliiSh or nearly black; wlute and dark bars 
on lower half of snout, 12·1 ~ wlutlsh saddles or spots on 
back and rrud·slde. Solitary T1dal estuanes. mangroves and 
brackiSh creeks to 4 m 
lndo-WestPacific: Red Sea and E Afnca to FiJI. · S.W. Japan 
to N. Australia. 

PYGMY PIPEfiSH Mrc10gnatlws pygmaeus 
SIZE: to 6 em (2 '1• m.) P1pefJShes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Snout shon, skin flaps absent except for tiny flaps on 
head,uny tail; brown w1th about 10 narrow whitish saddles 
on back and upper s1de Solitary and crypuc. Inside caves 
and crevices of coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 10 m. 
East Indo· Pacific: Cooos-Keehng ls. to Society ls. in French 
Polynesia· Palau and MarshaU ls. to N.E. Austra!Ja 

DOUBLE-ENDED PIPEfiSH 
SIZE: to28cm(11 m.) 

Syngnathordes biacu/eatus 
Plpefishes · Syngnathidae 

ID: Mottled green, rear body tapers to a tailless point. 
So~tary. in pairs or groups. Wnhm seagrasses and floating 
or attached Sargassum algae of sheltered coastal reefs and 
lagoons to 1 o m. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Samoa and Tonga. 
· S. Japan to Australia. 



SHORHAIL£0 PIPEFISH Trachyrhamphus bicoarccatus 
SIZE: to40 em (16 in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Slender with tiny tail, head often raised with a bent neck 
posture; shades of green, brown, white and yellow with fine 
speckling and usually pale saddles. Solitary. Sand. rubble, 
and weeds of sheltered coastal reefs and lagoons to 25 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Australia and 
New Caledonia, north to S. Japan. 

MUSHROOM CORAL PIPEFISH Swkunichtllys nigrolineatus 
SIZE: to 8 em (3 in.) Pipefishes · Syngnathidae 
ID: White and unmarked except for thm dark band through 
eye; worm-like body. Solitary or small groups. Among tentacles 
of mushroom corals (primarily Heliofungia actiniformes} of 
coastal reefs and lagoons in 8 · 20 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesia, Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

Thorny Seahorse · V ariotion 
ID: Whitish with tints of pink and brown. Lack the gold 
speckling that is common on many individuals jsee previous!. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 

SLENDER PIPEFISH Trachyrhamphus Jonguostns 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) PipeflShes · Syngnathidae 
ID: Gray to brown; whitiSh scribble markmg on head, wlute 
specks on body, thm wtuush diamond-shaped markmg on 
side. Solitary. Mud or sand bottoms of estuaries and other 
sheltered areas. also trawling grounds to 90 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Australia, north 
toS. Japan 

THORNY SEAHORSE Hippocampus hystnx 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Seahorses · Syngnathidae 
ID: Spines protrude from head and body ridges, elongate 
snout usually with a few wlute bars; variable shades of red. 
brown, yellow or green, often with gold speckling. Solitary. 
Sponges, gorgonians, soft corals and weeds of coastal reefs 
in 10·25 m. 
Asian Pacific: S. Japan and Indonesia to Coral Sea. 

Thorny Seahorse· Variation 
ID: Bright yellow; another oommon oolor variation. 
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Seahorses 

PYGMY SEAHORSE Hippocampus baiglbani.J 
SIZE: to 2 em ( lo m.) Seahorses · Syngnat.ludae 
ID: Tmy; pllllo.sh wtth large orange to red warts and spots, 
enrucllng bands on uul Solitary or form small groups. Sea 
fans of stmtlar color especially Muncella spp. of reefs and 
slopes m10·40 m 
Asian Pacific: S Japan and lndones•a to N. Australia and 
New Caledorua. 

GORGONIAN PYGMY SEAHORSE Hlppocampus sp 
SIZE: to 5 mm ( 'I• m.) Seahorses • Syngnathidae 
ID: Exceedmgly uny w tth excellent camouflage coloration. 
knobs and ratsed ridges on body. Solitary or small groups. 
Organ ptpe coral. anupathanans (black corals). and gorgoman 
sea fans. Coral reefs m 10·50 m. 
Localized: Mtlne Bay Provmce m Papua New Gumea 
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llr:'i .. EW!Fl ZEBRA-SNOUT 
SEAHORSE 
Hippocampus 
ball>?un 
SIZE: ro15cm(6 m.) 
Sea horses 
Syngnathldae 
ID: Tan to pa le 
yellow with bl ack 
speckles, profuse 
line markings on 
snout: spmy crown 
on lOP of head, P81I of 
spmes above eyes 
and thick spme m 
from of eyes So!Jtary. 
chng to I!Vlllg corals 
Shallow coastal reefs 
m5·12m. 
Asian Pacific : 
Pluhppines and N. 
Indonesia. 

Pygmy Seahorse • Variation 
ID: Orangish yellow Without markmgs and poorly developed 
warts. Fust thought to represent a separate SPecies. but 
mtermediate spectmens confirm 1t to be Hippocampus 
barglbanti. 

COLMAN'S PYGMY SEAHORSE Hlppocampussp 
SIZE: 1 em ( •t, m.) Seahorses · Svngnattudae 
ID: Tmy size. smooth skm texture, protrudmg belly, and 
whttish color wtth wtdely scattered. famt reddish spots. 
Solitary or small groups. Among algae near coral or rocky reefs 
m8·15m. 
Localized: Lord Howe I . and Mtlne Bay Provmce m Papua 
NewGumea. 

COMMON SEAHORSE Hippocampus taemoprems 
SIZE: to 22 em (8 I m.) Seahorses · Syngnathldae 
ID: Dusky brown to blacktsh, covered wtth tmy black and 
wh1te spots. females someumes yellowtsh with several 
dark spots; back-swept relatively smooth crown. Solitary. 
Seagrass beds and mangroves to 15 m. 
Asian Pacific: E. Indonesta. Papua New Gwnea and N. Australia. 



ESTUARY SEAHORSE Hlppocampus kuda 
SIZE: to 15 em (6 in.) Seahorses · Syngnathidae 
ID: Drab brown to back with sprinkling of small dark spots; 
blunt crown, often long filaments on crown and snout, 
smooth knobs on body ridges. black sub-marginal band on 
dorsal fin. Solitary. Estuaries. mangroves and bays to 10 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: MC!ldives to S. W. Japan and N. Austtalla. 

MOLUCCAN SEAHORSE Hlppocampus moluccensis 
SIZE: to 16 em (6 '/• in.) Seahorses- Syngnathidae 
ID: Variable from brown, purplish, reddish, orangish or yellow; 
frequently white saddles on neck and back, white striations 
around eye; knobby crown often with filaments. Solitary. 
Open sand and mud bottoms of ooastal areas to 20 m. 

Localized: Sulawesi and Moluccas in E. Indonesia. 

TIGERT AIL SEAHORSE 
Hlppocampus 
comes 
SIZE: 16em(5'/• in) 
Seahorses 
Syngnathidae 
10: Lorge Adults -
Frequently bright 
yellow occasionally 
with darker blotches. 
Moles - Often black 
with yellow blotches; 
darkish bars often 
encirde rear body. In 
pairs ; cling to soft 
corals , in open at 
night. Reefs rich with 
soft oorals to 20 m. 
East Indo-North Asian 
Pacific: Andaman Sea 
to South China Sea 
and Philippines. 

Pipefishes & Seahorses 

Estuary Seahorse - Female Variation 
ID: Usually black, occasionally yellow with sprinkling of small 
dark spots. 

SMOOTH SEAHORSE Hippocampus kampylotrachelos 
SIZE: to 22 em (8'1• in.) Seahorses • Syngnathidae 
ID: Dusky brown With white speckles, lines radiate from 
pupil; poorly developed crown, slender body without 
thorny projections. Solitary. Estuaries and offshore sand and 
rnud bottoms in 3·30 m. 

Localized: Sumatra and Bali in Indonesia, possibly Sulawesi. 

FLORES SEAHORSE 
Hlppocampus 
polytaenia 
SIZE: to 9 em (3 't. in) 
Seahorses · 
Syngnathidae 
ID: Small and slender; 
shades of yellow with 
indistinct pinldsh spOts 
and bands with small 
whitish spots. Solitary. 
Sargassum algae and 
silty habitats of Coastal 
areas. occasionally on 
reef Oats to 5 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea 
and E. Africa to Hawaii 
and Panama · S. Japan 
to Australia 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 19 

~Is 
This ID Group consists of fisb.es witb.long snake-like bodies. 

FAMILY: Morays- Muraenidae 
12 Genera- 43 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Morays have no pectoral or ventral fins ; their dorsal, tail and anal fins form a single, long continuous 

fin that begins behind the head, encircles the tail and extends midway down the belly. Their elongate, 
scaleless bodies are coated with a clear, protective mucous layer. 

Morays constantly open and close their mouths, a behavior often perceived as a threat, but in reality 
the action simply moves water through their gills for respiration. By nature morays are not aggressive, 
although they can inflict a nasty bite if molested, and will swim off the bottom to greet approaching 
divers in areas where fish feeding occurs. During the day, most species are reclusive and tend to hide 
in dark recesses. Normally they are sighted With only their heads extending from holes. 

Species in genera Gymnotb.orax and Encb.elycore have long pointed teeth for feeding on fishes 
and octopuses. In most cases octopuses with less than the prescribed eight legs have been victims of 
moray encounters. Those species with blunt crushing teeth, such as members of genus Echidna, prey 
on crustaceans, primarily crabs. Translucent, ribbon-like larval eels, known as leptocephali, have a 
lengthy pelagic stage. Once settled to the sea floor younger morays tend to be more slender than older 
adults. 

FAMILY: Snake Eels- Ophichtbidae 
8 Genera- 15 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
Most species of snake eels are virtually without fins and strongly resemble snakes. Their pointed 

snouts and sharp bony tails allow them to burrow forward or backward beneath the sediment where 
they spend most of their lives. During the day they are often seen with only their heads extending from 
the bottom. A few species prowl in the open at night. 
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FAMILY: Conger Eels & Conger Eels/Garden Eels- Congridae 
5 Genera - 11 Species Included 

Conger Eels- Typical Shape Garden Eels- Typical Shape 
Like morays, the dorsal, anal and tail fins of conger eels join to form a single continuous fin that 

encircles most of their bodies; but, unlike morays, most conger eels have pectoral fins. The nocturnal 
predators primarily feed on crustaceans and fishes. 

Those species in subfamily Heterooongrinae, commonly known as garden eels, are typically pencil thin 
with reduced or absent pectoral fins and small upturned mouths. They form small to large colonies on sand 
plains and slopes where they extend their front bodies from burrows to pick plankton from the currents. 

DRAGON MORAY Enchelycore pardalis 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 '/• ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Pale brownish yellow to orange with numerous dark-ringed 
white spots; CUNed jaws with many dagger-like teeth, pair of 
long tubular nostrils above eyes. Solitary. Inhabit reef crevices 
of outer reefs in 15-50 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Reunion to Hawaii, Line Is. and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Korea to New Caledonia 

B£HTJAW MORAY Enchelycore scbismatorhyncbus 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Light tan to gray with white margin on fins; curved or 
"hooked" jaws with many dagger-like teeth. Solitary, usually 
in open only at night. Inhabit crevices of lagoon and outer 
reefs in 5-35 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Chagos Is. to Marquesas and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia, north to S. W. Japan. 

HOOKJAW MORAY Enchelycore bayen 
SIZE: to 60 ern (2ft.) Morays - Muraenidae 
ID: Uniform brown; curved or " hooked" jaws with many 
dagger-like teeth. Solitary. Inhabit reef crevices of exposed 
reef flats and outer reef slopes in 1-64 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea to Marquesas Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S.W. Japan to Australia and New Caledonia. 

MOSAIC MORAY Enchelycore lichenosa 
SIZE: to 92.5 ern (3ft.) Morays - Muraenidae 
ID: Dark brown to black undercolor with mosaic pattern of 
brownish gold patches composed of small spots and flecks; 
CUNed jaws with many dagger-like teeth. Solitary, lurk in dark 
recesses. Reef and rocky boulder strewn areas to 80ft. 
Localized: Taiwan to Japan, and a seoond limited range in 
Galapagos. 
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Enc!Jelynassa canma 
SIZE: to 154 em (5 ft.) Morays- Muraemdae 
ID: Reddish brown to gray; "wrinkled skin" with darkish 
lines in groves; curved jaws w1th many dagger-like teeth. 
Solitary and nocturnal During day mhab1t deep reef recesses 
or reefs and reef Oats in areas or surge to 15m. 
Indo· Pacific: Chagos Is. to Tonga, Hawau, Pucann Is. and 
Panama 

Barred Moray - Small Adult 
ID: With age bars become progressiVely obscure and white 
undercolor becomes lightly mottled shades of brown 
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Echidna nebulosa 
SIZE: 75 em (2 '/ ft.) 
Morays 
• Muraemdae 
ID: Wlllt!Sh with 
pattern of large black 
blotches contaming 
yellow spots and 
numerous small 
blackish spots and 
scribble markings 
between. Solitary, 
often m open. Reef 
flats and rocky 
shorelines in 1-18m. 

Indo· Pacific: Red 
Sea and E. Africa 
to Hawaii and 
Panama · S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 

SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Morays · Muraerudae 
ID: Lightly mottled shades of brown with 25-30 mdisllllct 
often encircbng bars; dark patch on comer of jaw. Sobtary. 
Inhabit crevices of reef flats and lagoons in 1·15 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Atnca to Hawaii and Tuamoru Is. 
m French PolyneSia • S.W. Japan to Australia 

Barred Moray · Juvenile 
JD: White with 25-30 dark brown bars most enarcbng body and 
fins, dark patch extends from dark bar over comer or mouth. 

SIZE: to 65 em (2 '/• ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
JD: Tan to dark brown With fme yellowish speckles: speckles 
or young I Pictured I JOin to fonn reticulations. Sohtary and 
cryptic. Inhabit cracks, creVIces and deep recesses of mshore 
reefs and reef flats to 15 m 
Indo-West Pacific: Sn Lanka to Samoa, north to S Japan. 



SIZE: to 75 em (2 'h ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Brown with tan flecks; black blotchy band from eye to 
behind mouth and black blotch over gill opening. Solitary, 
can be aggressive toward divers. Inhabit reef crevices of 
outer reef slopes in 4- 25 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa'and Seychelles to Line Is. and French 
Polynesia, mainly arow1d oceanic islands. 

SIZE: to 20 ern (8 in.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Vartable from brown to yellow sometimes with dark brown 
markings; bluish iris with bar and dark ring around eye. 
Solitary and secretive, rarely in open. Inhabit reef crevices, 
primarily outer reef slopes in 9-56 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and Pitcairn Is. in southeast 
Pacific.- S.W. Japan to Australia. -----

SIZE: to 33 em (13 in.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Small; light brown head and front body becoming dark 
brown over rear with small black spots and white flecks, 
yellow fin margins. Solitary. Inhabit ooral branches, crevices 
and algal beds of lagoon and seaward reef slopes in 2-24 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii, Tuamotu Is. 
in French Polynesia and Panama. north to S.W. Japan. 

Eels 

SIZE: to 80 em (2 '1• ft.) Morays · Muraenidae 
ID: White with 13 black encircling bars; small black spots 
and blotches on head and in white spaces between bars. 
Solitary, enter sand burrows tail first, head often exposed. 
Inhabit sand areas in 12-30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia to Philippines and S.W. Japan. 

SIZE: to 30 em (12 in.) Morays- Mwaenidae 
ID: Brown with whitish lower head and pale tail tip. Solitary 
or form groups in reef crevices; engage in mass spawning 
with multiple males entwined aroWld a single female. coastal 
reefs and tide pools in 1-10m, often in turbid water. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea and Maldives to Australia and 
Papua New Guinea, north to Philippmes. 

SIZE: to 100 em (3 '/• ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Brown with distinctive white margin on fins; white spot 
surrounding each sensory pore of jaws, pale iris. Solitary, 
possibly has venomous bite. Inhabit reef crevices of lagoons 
and outer reefs in 5-25 m. 
North Pacific: Indonesia to Hawaii, north to S. Japan. 
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Morays 

.,. T('l 

SIZE: to 80 em (2 /, ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Shades of brown to dirty white Wlth highly variable pattern 
of widely spaced irregular dark brown to black spotS, partial bars 
and bands. Solitary. Reef crevices and debris such as coconut 
Jogs and wood planks of lagoon and outer reefs in 7·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Seychelles and Maunu us to SoCiety Is m French 
PolynesJa. • S.W. Japan to Great Barner Reef. 

Gymnochorax graclhcauda 
SIZE: to 32 em (13 m.) Morays • Muraerudae 
ID: Whitish to pale brown with over 30 dark bars wbicb do 
not extend over the dorsal fin as on Similar ErugmatiC Moray 
lfollowmgJ. Solitary, hide inside crevices and reef recesses 
dunng day. Lagoon reefs and fore-reef slopes to 20m. 

Pacific: W. AustralJa to Hawaii, I.Jne IS and French Polynesia 
Mananas Is. m Mlcronesaa to Great Barner Reef 

IWlDIMORAY Gymnothorax rueppelhae 
SIZE: to 80 an (2 'I• ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Wbne to bght graytSh brown Wlth 16· 21 dark brown bars 
ene~rcllllg body and fins; top of head yellow to brownish 
yellow, clark SJlOl on rear comer of mouth. Solitary, nocturnal. 
Inhabtt reef aevx:es of lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 30m. 

Indo·Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Hawa.iJ and Tuamotu Is. 
m French Polynesaa, north to s.w. Japan. 
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ftmbriated Moray • Variation 
ID: Head colorauon IS usually darker than tbe body. The 
yelloWISh brown vartauon IPicruredJIS less common than the 
brownish green vanat1on!prev~ous1. Also, compare and note 
the variability in markings. 

SIZE: to 60 ern (2ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Whitish With brown mottllllg and numerous pale flecks; 
approXIDlately 18 dark brown bars encircle body and fins. 
Solitary. Inhabit reef crevices of coastal, lagoon and outer 
reefs an 2-100 m. 
Asian Pacific: T&Jwan, Hong Kong Japan, Australia. 

Gymnothorax erogmaocus 
SIZE: to 58 ern (23 /m.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: WhitiSh w1th brown mottling and approxunately 20 dark 
bars encircimg body and fins, bars often dark on dorsal fin and 
faint on body. Jvvenles • Bright white WJth black encirclmg bars. 
Solitary, in open at nighL Lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 15 m. 

lndo·WestPacific: E. Afncaand Gull of Aden to New Guinea 
and Samoa · S. W Japan to Australia. 



Gymnochorax flaVImargmaws 
SJZE: 10 150 em (5 ft.) Morays · Muraerudae 
ID: YelloWISh orange body densely mottled Wlth daik brown. 
dark purplish brown from of head; black blotch over gill 
operung, orange ms Solitary and curious, bead frequently 
protrudes from reef recess. Lagoon and outer reefs m 1·150 m 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to Hawan, French 
Polynes1a and Panama, nonh to S.W. Japan. 

Gymnochorax nudJVOmei 
SIZE: to 180 em (6ft.) Morays· Muraemdae 
ID: L1ght brown head and front body gradatmg to dark 
brown toward rear Wlth numerous small white spots; ms1de 
of mouth yeUow, dark blotch on gill open. Solitary, produces 
skin toxm lnhab1t crev1ces of mamly outer reefs m 5-165 m 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E Afn<:a to Hawaii and Marquesas Is 
m French Polynesm • S W Japan 10 Austraba 

~-

Gymnochorax /Sl/lgteena 
SIZE: 10 180 em (6 ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: WhitiSh WJth irregular black spots occasionally joining 
to form circular markings. Solitary, beads often protrude 
from crevices. Inhabit coral outcroppings of coastal reefs and 
outer slopes m 3·30 m. 
Asian Pacific: Sumatra m Indonesia to Papua New Gumea, 
north 10 s. Japan. 

Eels 

SJZE: 10 120 em (4 ft.) Morays • Muraerudae 
ID: Dark brown Wlth numerous close-set wlute spots; ins1de 
of mouth and tip of tall wlute. Solitary, head frequently 
protrudes from reef recess Lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 36 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca 10 Hawan and Galapagos Is. · S. Japan 
10 Australia. 

Gymnochorax javamcus 
SI2E: to 239 em (7'1• ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Brown with irregular dark brown spots on head, body 
and fins; black blotch on gill opening. Solitary, most 
common large moray. lnhabtt reef holes of lagoon and outer 
reefs m 1-46m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E Afr\ca 10 Hawan and Pitcairn Is 
m southeast Pacific, north 10 SW Japan 

Gymnochorax favagmeus 
SJZE: 10 180crn (6ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Wbtte 10 yellow Wlth black leopard·bke spottmg; young 
have larger and fewer spots; large adults have smaller spots 
that form honeycomb·hke pattern. Sohtary. Inhabit reef 
crevtees of lagoon and outer reefs in 1· 50 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Afnca and Oman to Australia and 
Papua New Guinea. 
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RAY Gymnochorax euwscus 
SIZE: to 65 em (2 'I ft.) Morays · Muraerudae 
ID: Whne to yeUow1sh brown w1th dark megular neued 
markings and spolS becommg darker toward tall Soblary 
Inhabll reef crev1ces of rocky shores and seaward reefs tn 
1-25m 
Indo-Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawau and Easwr I. m southeastern 
Pacific. · S. Japan to Ausnalia. 

Gymnothorax richardsonr 
SIZE: to 32 ern (13in.) Morays · Muraenidae 
ID: Wlme to tan w1th dense brown reticulum on head, body 
and ftns. Solitary lnhab1l reef creVIces and rubble of shallow 
reef OalS and estuanes in 1·12 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Cook Is. andSOClecy Is. 
m French Polynesia, north to S. W. Japan. 
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GymnoLhorax Ule 
SIZE: 53 em (21m.) 
Morays 
Muraenidae 
ID: Mottled brown 
with whitish necks 
especially evident 
on head. Solitary. 
Around debris on 
soft bottoms of 
muddy estuaries 
and lower portJOn of 
rrvers m 1·10 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: 
India to Smgapore 
and W Indonesia. 

GymnoLhorax chil~ilus 
SIZE: to 50 ern (20m.) Morays· Muraenidae 
ID: Mottled reddish brown and wlute With inegular dark 
brown bars and blotches; several sensory pores on 1aws 
frequently surrounded by large wlute spots. Solilary. Inhabit 
creVJces and fissures of lagoon and outer reefs slopes in 1·45 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Gulf of Oman to Indonesia and Ausnalia. 

Gymnothorax cnbrons 
SIZE: to 47 em (18 '/• in.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Pale brown with darker megular neued panem on body 
and fms; dark inegular, but well defined spots behind eye. 
Solitary. Inhabit creVIces and recesses dunng day, hunt in 
open at night. T1de pools, lagoons. bays and !ore-reef slopes 
to 15m 
Localized: Wesl Ausuaha and Great Barner Reef. 

GymnoLhorax undulatus 
SIZE: to !50 em (5 ft.) Morays· Muraerudae 
ID: Pale brown to yelloWish brown to brown with close-set 
uregular dark brown blotches and small spolS, blotches often 
merge to form irregular bars rear body and !ms. Solitary. 
Inhabit reef flalS, lagoons and outer slopes to 60 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii. Ausualls. and 
Panama, north to S.W. Japan. 



Gymnothorax zompecus 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 I ft.) Morays • Muraerudae 
ID: Tan With 2·4 longitudinal rows of brown blotches on 
body and bands on fms: pale bands and blotches on jaws, 
dark brown band at rear edge of eye. Solitary Inhabit reef 
crevtces, mamly of outer slopes in 4 · 40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E Afnca Co Marquesas and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. • Plul!ppmes to Australia. 

SIZE: to 103 em (3 'h ft.) Morays· Muraenidae 
ID: Long laterally compressed body; pale brown to pale green 
with small dark spots on head; narrow wlute margm on ftns. 
Solu.ary and cryptic, rarely m open except at night. Sand and 
rubble bottoms of sheltered ooastal reefs and reef fiats m 1-8m. 
Indo· West Pacific: E. Afnca to FIJI and Cook Is, north tO Manana 
andS.W Japan 

Ribbon Eel • Femalt 
SIZE: 85·120em (2 1·-4 ft.) 
ID: Tills spec1es IS a protandrous hermaphrodite (males 
ch.ang~ng mto females). At approximately 85 em males begin 
tO develop female sex orgartS and change oolor to yellowiSh 
blue to entirely yellow (pictured specimen is in the process 
of chang~ng). Females are uncommon. 

Eels 

Channomuraena vmaza 
SIZE: 150 em (5 ft.) Mo1ays • Muraerudae 
ID: Light brown wtth wtde black bars encHchng body ; 
large mouth gape, eyes far forward. no hns. Solitary and 
secretive. Inhabit ledges and caves of outer reef slopes in 
7-40 m. 
Eastlndo-Pacilic:TropiCal seas from Chnstmas I. to 
Hawaii. 

ll \ll Rhmomuraena quaemta 
SIZE: 65-85 em (2 'I•-2 'I• ft.) Morays -Muraenidae 
ID: Male· Brilliant blue body w1th yellow dorsal nn, snout, 
lower ]aw and eye; large fan-shaped nosUils and clun barbels. 
Solitary or pairs. Inhabll sandy bunows or ooastaJ. lagoon and 
seaward reefs in 1· 57 m. 
Indo- Pacific: E. Africa tO Tuamotu Is. m French Polynesia. 
- S.W. Japan tO Austraba 

Rillllon Eel· Juvenle 
SIZE: tO 65 em (2 ·!.ft.) 
ID: Jet-black bodies wtth yellow dorsal fin; Oared translucent 
nostnls, white stripe on lower ]aw. Rarely sighted outside 
protection of crevices. Juveniles were once thought to be a 
separate species R. amboinens1s. 
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Morays· Snake Eels 

ZlBRA MORAY Gymnomwaena zebra 
SIZE: to 154 em (5 ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Dark brown with numerous narrow white bars encircling 
head, body and fins. Solitary, often in open; feed mamly on 
crabs. Inhabit reef crevices and under ledges of exposed reef 
flats and seaward slopes tn 1-40 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii, Society Is. in 
French Polynesia and Panama, north to S. W. Japan. 

SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Morays -Muraenidae 
ID: Yellowish to reddish tan with large rough edged spots 
and scattered smaller spots between; nearly cylindrical with 
fms (except at tail tip). Solitary. Inhabit ledges and crevtces 
of lagoon and seaward reefs in 8 • 25 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Afnca to Hawaii, Society Is. in French Polynesia 
and north to Phil:ippil~es. 

WHITE·EYED MORAY S1derea thysoidea 
SIZE: to 65 em (2 '/• ft.) Morays -Muraenidae 
ID: Whitish or pale yellow-brown with dense scattering of 
small brown spots; purplish gray head with distinctive 
white iris. Solitary or small groups. Inhabit crevices of 
shallow reef flats to 7 m. 
Pacific: Sumatra in Indonesia to Tuamotu Is. in French Polynesia. 
-s.w. Japan to Australia 
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GIANT ESTU&IINI NIOUY Strophidon sathere 
SIZE: to 375 em (12 'I• ft.) Morays · Muraenidae 
ID: Very large; grayish brown wtthout markings; small carune 
teeth in 2 rows along side of upper and front of lower jaws. 
Young· White stripe on dorsal fin. Solitary. Inhabit burrows in 
mud bottoms of estuaries and river mouths. 
Indo· West Pacific: Red Sea to Queensland in N.E. Australia, 
New Caledonia and Fiji, north to Guam and S.W. Japart. 

OKINAWAN SNAK£ MORAY 
SIZE: to 93 em (3 ft.) 

Scuticaria okmawae 
Morayls -Muraenidae 

ID: Gray-brown Without markings; nearly cylindrical with no 
fins (except at ta1l ttp). Solitary. Inhabit reef crevices of rocky 
shores and mamly seaward reefs in 5-30 m. 
Indo-North Pacific: Mauritius to Indonesia. S. Japan and Hawaii 

~ l' 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: White to light gray with dense dark brown to blackish 
spotting. Small Juveniles • Relatively large spots in about 3 
longitudinal rows. Solitary, inhabit crevices in rock; feed 
mainly on crabs. Shallow reef flats to 3 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Hawaii and E. Pacific. · S.W. Japan 
to Australia. 



i.ARGEIKAD SNAKE MOI'AY Uropterygius macrocephalus 
SIZE: to40 em (16 in.) Morays -Muraenidae 
ID: Brown with dense network of lichen-like white to 
yellowish blotches: no fins (except at tail tip). Solitary and 
secretive, rarely in open during day. lnhabit reef crevices of 
lagoon and seaward reefs in 1·14 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: Chtistmas I. to Indonesia, Hawaii and 
Panama. north to S. Japan. 

Brachysomopllls henshaw1 
SIZE: to 106 em (3 'h ft.) Snake Eels -Ophichthidae 
ID: Variable from mottled red to yellowish or wlutish; head 
flattened except for an abrupt depression behind eye. 
Solitary, bury in sand with only heads protruding to ambush 
prey. Lagoons and seaward sand patches in 1-30 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Arabian Sea to Hawaii. Marquesas and Society Is. 
in French Polynesia -S. Japan to Coral Sea 

Brachysomopllls cirrocheilos 
SIZE: to 125 em (4 'I• ft.) Snake Eels· Ophichthidae 
ID: Light brown with irregular lighter patches on back and 
sides: fine black spots on head and a line of white spots on 
back of head; numerous fine teeth protrude. Solitary, bury in 
sand with only heads protruding to ambush prey. Sand to 10 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Red Sea to Indonesia and Papua New 
Guinea. north to S. Japan. 

Eels 

SIZE: to 53 em (21 m.) Morays- Muraenidae 
ID: Brown with network of wavy dark lines: no fins (except 
at tail tip). Solitary. rarely in open. Inhabit reef crevices and 
branches of tightly branching corals of coastal patch reefs 
and lagoons in 1· 7 m. 
Asian Pacific: Belau and Molucca Is. in Indonesia to New 
Guinea to and Solomon Is. 

CRO<ODlli SNAKE Ill Bracbysomophis crocodilmus 
SIZE: to 82 em (2 '1• ft.) Snake Eels- Ophichthidae 
ID: Whit1sh to brown often with dark flecks; head flattened, 
and not deeply depressed behind eyes: eyes set far forward 
on snout; branched skin flaps along upper lip. Solitary, bury 
in sand with only heads protrudmg. Sand patches in 1-15m. 
Indo-Pacific: Madagascar to Johnston Atoll and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia.- S.W. Japan to Australia. 

SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) 
ID: White with numerous orange-brown spots; very pointed 
snout, lack pectoral fins. Solitary, bury completely in sand, 
seldom in open. Inhabit extensive sand areas of seaward 
slopes in 2 -15m. 
Indo · Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Marshal! Is . in Micronesia 
and Great Barrier Reef. 
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Snake Eels 

Callechelys catostoma 
SIZE: to 85 em (2 'I• in.) Snake Eels- Ophichthidae 
ID: Pale tan with two brown to black body stripes; dark 
margin on dorsal fin ; overhanging snout with prominent 
tubular nostrils, no pectoral tins. Solitary, bury in sand. 
Inhabit sandy patches near reefs in 1· 15 m. 
Indo· Pacific: Maldives to Society Is. in French Polynesia. 
- S. Japan to Australia. 

Myrichthys maculosus 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '1• ft.) Snake Eels- Ophichthidae 
ID: Yellowish to cream with large dark oval spots; ovethanging 
snout with long tubular nostrils, small pectoral fins. Solitary, 
occasionally in open during day, but more commonly out at 
night. Lagoon and seaward sand in 1·262 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Hawaii and Rapa I. in 
French Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

SIZE: to 52 em (20'1• in.) 
ID: White with broad blackish saddles centered with narrow 
yellowish bars; overhanging snout With promment tubular 
nostrils, no pectoral fms. Solitary, bury in sand. Sandy patches 
near reefs to 18m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines to Great Barrier Reef. 
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SIZE: to 90 em (3 ft.) Snake Eels · Ophichthidae 
ID: Yellowish with numerous black spots and blotches; 
overhanging snout with prominent tubular nostrils, no 
pectoral fins. Solitary. bury in sand with only head protruding. 
Inhabit lagoon and seaward sand patches in 1-15m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Marshall and Mariana Is. in Micrones\8 
and French Polynesia, south to Australia . .., 

BANDED SNAKE EEL Myrichthys colubrinus 
SIZE: to 90 em (3 ft.) Snake Eels · Ophichthidae 
ID: White wnh brown to black (usually encirclmg) bars 
occasionally with black spots between; overhanging snout, 
small pectoral fins. Solitary, mimics sea snake. Inhabit sandy 
patches of lagoons and seaward reefs in 1-30 m. 
Indo · Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Johnston Atoll and 

Is. m French - S.W. to Australia. 

Lewranus sem1cmctus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) Snake Eels- Ophichthidae 
ID: Whittsh with wide rounded dark brown saddles that do not 
quite encircle body on belly. Solitary, bury completely in sand, 
but occasionally emerge during both day and night to feed. 
Lagoons and near coastal reefs in 1-10 m. 
Indo-Pacific: East Africa to Hawaii, Marquesas Is. in French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to S.E. Australia. 



IWOUOH 5HAIIE En Ophicbthus bonapartJ 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 '!. ft.) Snake Eels- Ophichtludae 
ID: Dirty white with dark brown encircling bars and occasional 
spots between; head has dark-edged bronze spots and 
blotches. Solitary, bUIY in sand often with heads exposed; 
occasionally in open at night. Coastal sand slopes in 5-20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: E. Africa to Indonesia and Society Is. in French 
Polynesia, S. Japan. 

L\<K IJ~HED 5NAKI m Ophlchthus melanochir 
SIZE: to 80 em (2 ''• m.) Snake Eels- Ophichthidae 
ID: Yellowish brown with white encircling bar behind head, 
black pectoral fins; overhanging snout with large gray tubular 
nostrils. Solitary; bury in sand, often with head protruding. 
Coastal sand patches to 10 m. 
East Indo-Pacific: E. Malaysian Peninsula to Marshall Is. in 
Micronesia and French to Australia. 

SIZE: tO 108 ern (3 '/: ft.) 
ID: Shades of brown with black encircling saddle widely 
bordered with white behind head; whitish pectoral fins. Solitary, 
hide in crevices or bury in sand, often with head protruding; 
frequent shrimp cleaning SLations. Coastal areas in 8-26 rn 
Pacific: Indonesia, Mariana Is. in Micronesia to Society Is. in 
French Polynesia, south to Queensland inN. E. Australia. 

Eels 

Napoleon Snake Eel- Head detail 
ID: Easily identified by distinctive dark-edged bronze spots 
and blotches with only head exposed. 

Black·ftnned Snake Eel • Head Detail 
ID: Can be identified when only head exposed by a pale patch 
in front of eye. Similar Blacksaddle Snake Eellnextllack this 
features. 

SIZE: to 35 em (14 in.) 
ID: Reddish brown to pale salmon with numerous dark-edged 
yellow spots; overhanging snout with prominent pale nostrils. 
Solitary, bUJY in sand and rubble often with heads protruding. 
Lagoon and seaward sand patches in 1-20 m. 
Indo -Pacific: Mauritius to Marques as and Society Is. in 
French Polynesia. 
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Snake Eels - Conger/Garden Eels 

LONG FIN SNAKE EEL PlsodonopbJs cancnvorus 
SIZE: to 75 em (2 '/• ft.) Snake Eels - Ophichthidae 
ID: Gray to brown; covered WJth skin wrinkles highlighted 
by pale and darker shades; overhanging snout witb tubular 
nost rils . Solitary or in pairs, bury in sand often with heads 
protruding. Coastal sand and silt patches in 1-25 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Samoa -S. Japan and Mariana 
Is. in Micronesia to Australia 

SCHEELE'S CQNGER Aliosoma scheelei 
SIZE: to 20 em (8 in.) Conger Eels- Congridae 
ID: Gray to brOWJl with row of pale SPOts along base of dorsal 
fin, all fins translucent; well-developed pectoral fins, large eye 
with white iris. Solitary and cryptic, occasionally in open at 
night. Sheltered bays and lagoon reefs in 1-10m. 
Indo-West Pacific: E. Africa to Great Barrier Reef, Samoa 
and Marshall Is. in Micronesia. 

BARRED SAND CONGIR Poeciloconger fasCiatus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft_) Conger Eels - Congridae 
ID: White to light broWll with numerous brown spots on head 
and about 12 irregular double brown bars on body; relatively 
pointed snout and well developed pectoral fins. Solitary. 
Inhabit sand in lagoons to near seaward reefs in 2-32 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Madagascar to Sulawesi in Indonesia, Marshall Is. 
in Micronesia, Hawaii and Society Is. in French Polynesia 

446 

IIGffi CONGll Aliosoma anag01des 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Conger Eels - Congridae 
ID: Brown to gray with blackish translucent fins and faint 
bars on head; large eye with vertically elongate pupil, 
well-developed pectoral fins_ s'olitary and cryptic, in open at 
night. Sand or mud bottoms of sheltered bays in 5-20 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

MOUStACIIt CONGER Conger cinereus 
SIZE: to 130 em (4 'I• ft.) Conger Eels - Congridae 
ID: Brown to gray with black well developed pectoral fins; 
black streak below eye on upper lip; may display dark 
bands. Solitary. occasionally in open at night. Inhabit ledges 
and crevices of coral reefs in 1-80m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to French Polynesia and 
Easter 1., in southeastern Pacific. -S. Japan to Australia. 

ORANGHARRED 
GARDEN £n 
Gorgasia preclara 
SIZE: 40 em (16 in.) 
Conger/Garden Eels 
- Congridae 
ID: Prominently 
marked with 
alternating white 
to light gray and 
orange to brilliant 
yellow -orange 
encircling bars. 
Solitary or form small 
colonies on sand and 
rubble bottOms near 
reefs in 18-75 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: 
Maldives to S.W. 
Japan, Philippines, 
Coral Sea, Guam and 
Palau in Micronesia 
and Fiji. 



$PAGHml GARDIH m 
Gorgasia maculata 
SIZE: 55 em (22 in.) 
Conger/Garden Eels 
- Congridae 
ID: Gray to light tan 
covered with small 
yellow-tan flecks; 
head and lateral line 
pores surrounded by 
white spots and 
forming larger white 
blotches on head. 
Form large colonies 
on sand slopes near 
coastal and seaward 
reefs in 15·40 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: 
Comoro Is. to 
Indonesia, Papua 
N ew Guinea 
Philippines , and 
N. Coral Sea. 

SI'OffiD GAIOIN Ul Heteroconger hassi 
SIZE: to 70 em (2 '/• ft.) Conger/Garden Eels· Congtidae 
ID: Whitish with dense covering of small black spots; large 
black patch over gill opening, on back and over anus. Form 
large colonies on sandy bottoms in lagoons and around 
seaward reefs in 5 ·50 m. 
Indo· Pacific: COmoro Is. and Seychelles to Tonga and Line Is. 
in eastern Pacific.· S.W. Japan to Australia. 

MANHOOTHID GARDEN Ell Heteroconger perissodon 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 ft.) Conger/Garden Eels · Congridae 
ID: Mottled brown flecked with irregular white to bluish 
gray spots; white patch on gill cover, narrow white margin 
on dorsal fin. Solitary or form colonies on sand or mud 
bottoms in sheltered bays and coastal slopes in 1 · 35 m. 
Asian Pacific: Indonesia and Philippines. 

Eels 
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lANDED GARDEN EEl Heteroconger polyzona 
SIZE: to 40 em (16 in.) Conger/Garden Eels· Congridae 
ID: White with numerous close-set narrow dark bars (most do 
not oompletely encircle body). Form oolonies on sand bottoms 
near reefs in sheltered bays and on coastal slopes in 1-10m. 
West Pacific: Bali in Indonesia to Vanuatu and Fiji, nonh to 
S.W.Japan. 

TA'tLOlt'S GARDEN EU 
Heteroconger 
taylori 
SIZE: 40 em (16in.) 
COnger/Garden Eels · 
COngridae 
10: Whitish with 
covering of small 
close-set dark spots 
on head body and 
dorsal fin. SOlitary or 
form small groups 
on silty sand plains 
adjacent to coastal 
reefs in 5-15 m. 
Localized: Kalimantan 
(Borneo) in Indonesia 
to Papua New Guinea 

DUSKY GARDEN £El 
Heteroconger 
enigmaticus 
SIZE: 45 em (18 in.) 
Conger/Garden Eels · 
COngridae 
ID: Brown to gray 
with numerous tiny 
white to yellowish 
flecks, translucent 
fms. Solitary or form 
small groups on 
sandy bottoms near 
reefs in sheltered 
bays and on coastal 
slopes in 3-25m. 
Localized: Flores 
and Molucca Is. in 
Indonesia to Papua 
New Guinea. 
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IDENTIFICATION GROUP 20 

Sharks & Rays 
This ID Group consists of fishes whose skeletons are composed of cartilage rather than bone, and are 
therefore called cartilaginous fishes. 

FAMILY: Requiem Sharks - Carcharhinidae 
3 Genera- 12 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
When thinking of sharks most people imagme the sleek, powerful image of a requiem shark. 

Members of the large family, represented worldwide by 48 species in 12 genera, have pointed snouts, 
first dorsal fins positioned in front of ventral fins, round eyes with nictitating membranes and a lower 
lobe on the tail fin. Family members are responsible for approximately half of all shark attacks and several 
species should be considered potentially dangerous. Requiem sharks are often difficult to identify. 
Identification clues include positions of fins, snout shape and color and position of fin markings. 

FAMILY: Bamboo & Epaulette Sharks- Hemiscylliidae 
2 Genera- 7 Species Included 

Typical Shape 
These small, slender sharks have small, straight mouths set in front of the eyes, short nasal barbels 

and rounded anal fins. The bottom-oriented fishes have strong, well-developed paired fins that allow 
them to "walk" about on the sea floor. The banded patterns of juvemle bamboo sharks, genus 
ChiloscyJlium, fade with age. As they mature, the bands on young epaulette sharks, genus 
Hemiscylhum, change into a spotted pattern with two large prominent eyespots. · 

FAMILY: Hammerhead Sharks- Sphyrnidae 
2 Genera - 7 Species Included 

Scalloped Typical Shape Great 

Hammerheads are the most highly evolved of all sharks. The exact functions of their distinctive 
T·shaped heads are not completely understood. It is thought that the odd anatomy possibly improves 
vision, smell, electroreception, as well as, helping pin their favorite food, stingrays, to the sea floor while 
they are being eaten. The shape of the front edge of their wide heads is used for species identification. 
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SHARK FAMILIES: Other 

~ 
·~~ 

Wobbegongs- Orectolobidae Cat Shark - Scyliorhinidae Whale Shark- Rhincodontidae 

Zebra Sharks- Stegostomatidae Nurse Sharks - Ginglymostomatidae 

Order: Rays - Rajiformes 

Wedgefishes- Rhinidae Guitarfishes- Rhinobatidae Coffin Rays -Hypnidae 

Stingrays- Oasyatidae Eagle Rays- My I iobatidae 

Cownose Rays - Rhinopteridae Mantas- Mobulidae 
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Sharks 

SPOTTED WOBBEGONG 

TASSEllED 
WOBBEGONG 
Eucrossorlunus 
dasypogon 
SIZE: 125 em (4 ''• ft.) 
Wobbegongs • 
Orectolobadae 
ID: Intricate network 
of dark-edged spots 
in shades of brown; 
broad, flattened head 
wi th continuous 
fringe of branched 
t entacl es around 
mouth. SOlitary Rest 
on bottom or shellered 
coastal and barner 
reefs m1·15 m. 
Localized: 
N. Ausuaba.lndonesia 
and S. New Gwnea.. 

Orectolobus macularus 
SIZE: to 320 em (10'/ • ft.) Wobbegongs • Oreaolobldae 
ID: Brown with dark saddles and pale megul8J' Cticular 
markmgs; broad flattened head witb mostly unbranched 
tentacles in clusters, paar of longer and Wider tentacles nw 
snout up SOlitary. Rest on coral and rocky reefs to 110m 
Localized: S. & E. Australia. 

BROWN·IANDED BAMBOO SHARK C/u/oscylhum punCUilum 
SIZE: to 105 em (3 '/ ft.) Bamboo Sh8J'ks • Henuscylllldae 
ID: Brown to grayash brown. may retalll hun of Juvenile banded 
pattern lnextl: long slender body witb pectoral and ventral 
fins forwMd of dorsal fins. Solitary, m open at night. Rest 
on bottom of coastal reefs and trawling grounds m 1· 85 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Madagas= and fndta to fndonesaa and 
Philippines, north to S. Japan. 
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ORNATE WOBBEGONG Orecwlobus omatus 
SIZE: to 290 em (9 '/ ft.) Wobbegongs · Orectolobidae 
ID: Mottled and blotched spotted brown: Wide megular bar 
between head and 1st dorsal fm and bars below bolh dorsal 
fins and base of tail: flattened bead Wllh clusters of flap· like 
tentacles. SO!itMy. Rest on coral and rocky reefs to 30 m. 
Asian Pacific: fndonesaa, New Gwnea and Australia. 

NORTHERN WOBIEGONG Orecwlobus ward1 
SIZE: to 25 em (4ft.) Wobbegongs · Orectolobidae 
ID: Brown Wllh saddles or bars and dense reticulum of dark 
spots; several widely scattered skin flaps on side of broad 
flattened head, paar of nasal barbels longer than skin flap. 
SOlitary and sluggrsh. Rest on bottom of coastal and lagoon 
reefs to 5 m. 
Localized: Northern half of Australia. 

Brown-Banclecl Bamlaoo Sharlt • Juvenile 
ID: Alternating black or brown and white banding (Wilh 
matunty white bands become brown). long slender body. 



.... 
WHITES POTTED BAMBOO SHARK Chiloscyl.lium plagiosum 
SIZE: to 95cm (3 '/, ft.) Bamboo Sharks- Hemiscylliidae 
ID: Alternating tan and dark brown encircling bars and 
scattered white spots; long slender body with pectoral and 
ventral fins forward of dorsal fins. Solitary, bide in crevices 
during day and move into open at night. Reefs to 30 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to Thailand, Indonesia and Japan. 

HOODED CARPET SHARK Hemiscyl.lium suahani 
SlZE: to 80 em (2 'I• ft.) Bamboo Sharks - Hemiscylliidae 
ID: Brown with white spots and dusky dark bands on body 
and tail ; lower head dark with white band below eye, 
incomplete ocelli above pectoral fin ; long slender body, pair 
of nasal barbels. Solitary. Coral reefs in 3 ·13 m. 
Localized: S.E. Papua New Guinea. 

EPAULffiE SHARK Hemiscylliium ocellatum 
SIZE: to 107 em (3 'h ft.) Bamboo Sharks - Hemiscyllidae 
ID: Tan patches with pale outlines and numerous scattered 
small dark s pots; large black spot with pale outline above 
pectoral fin; long slender body, pair of sbon nasal barbels. 
Solitary. Rest on bottom of reefs to 10m. often in stands of 
stag hom corals. 
Localized: Queensland and N. Australia to New Guinea. 

Sharks & Rays 

Whitespotted Bamboo Shark • JuvenUe 
ID: Dark gray to nearly black with pale saddles and numerous 
small white spots. With maturity the pale saddles enlarge to 
become pale encircling bars alternating with dark bars. 

RAJA EPAULmE SHARK Hemiscylliium freycineti 
SIZE: to 72 em (2 '!. ft.) Bamboo Sharks - Hemiscyllidae 
ID: Brown with numerous brown spots on rear bead and 
body, but sparse on snout, poorly defined ocellus· like marking 
above pectoral fin; long slender body, pair of short nasal 
barbels. Solitary. Rest on bottom of sheltered reefs to 4 m. 
Localized: Irian Jaya in Indonesia. 

MILNE BAY EPAULETTE SHARK Hemiscyllium sp. 
SIZE: to 77 em (2 '/, ft.) Bamboo Sharks - Hemiscyllidae 
ID: White with brown polygons, large dark patch above 
pectoral fin and pair of dark botches on leading edge of each 
dorsal fin; long slender body, pair of short nasal barbels . 
Solitary. Rest on the bottom. often under ledges, of coastal 
and platform reefs in 3-15m. 
Localized: Milne Bay Province in S.E. Papua New Guinea. 
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Sharks 

SPE(J(UO CARPET SHARK 
SIZE: to 79 an (2 'I• ft.) 

Henuscylhum cnspeculare 
Bamboo Sharks - Henuscylludae 

ID: Brown WJlh numerous small spots joining to form 
polygons on rear hall of body; large white-ringed black spot 
above pectoral hn: long slender body, pau of short nasal 
barbels. Solitary. Rest on bonom of sheltered reefs to 4 m. 
Localized: Northern half of Ausualia. 

CORAL CAT SHARK Ate/omycrerus maanorarus 
SIZE: to 60 em (2 lt.) cat Sharks -Sc:yllorhlnldae 
ID: Variable mixture of spots, stripes and bands in shades of 
brown to gray to black; white tips or borders on all fiDS : no 
barbles. Solitary. Crevices and holes o! ooas:W reefs m 1 ·15 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Arabian Sea to Papua New Gumea, 
north to Pluhppmes and TaJwan. 

WHAUSHARK 
SIZE: to 1800 an (59 ft.) 

Rhmcodon typus 
Whale Sharks · Rhmcodonodae 

ID: Huge; dark gray With wlute underside; numerous wlute 
spots scattered on bead and arranged in rows and bars on 
body; broad mouth, ndges on side of body, enormous ta.tl. 
Solitary. Open clear waters in 0-40 m, often near surface and 
occasionally around reefs. 
Circum tropical. 

452 

BLOTCHY SWEU SHARK Cepha/oscylhum umbraole 
SIZE: to 100 em (3 '1• ft.) Cat Sharks . Sc:yliorhinidae 
ID: Pale brown With darker saddles and Widely scattered 
dark brown spots; stout body w1th relatively small dorsal. 
anal and tail fins, no barbels or flaps on head. Solitary. Rock 
or sand bonoms of pnmanly contmental shelf waters in 18· 
220m. 
Asian Pacific: China, Japan and New Guinea. 

TAWNY NURSE SHARK Nebnus ferrugineus 
SIZE: to 320 em (10ft.) Nurse Sharks· Ginglymostomatidae 
ID: Shades of gray to brown without markings; pair of short 
nasal barbels, smallish mouth well in front of eyes. close-set 
dorsal fins of nearly same height. Solitary or small groups. 
Often rest on bonom of lagoon and seaward reefs in 1· 70 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to SoCiety Is. in French 
Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia. 

ZEBRA SHARK Slegostoma fasaarum 
SIZE: to 354 em (11 '/. ft.) Zebra Sharks · Stegostomandae 
ID: Pale gray with numerous leopard-like spots; huge long tail 
nearly half of total length. pall' of nasal barbels, ridges on body. 
Jvvrie ·Black with wlute bands. Sobtary, often rest on bonom; 
not considered dangerous. Coastal and offshore reefs in 1· 70 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Australia and 
New Caledonia, north to S. Japan. 



TIGER SHARK Galeocerdo cuVJer 
SIZE: to 550 em (18ft.) Requiem Sharks- Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with dusky bars and patches; large head and mouth 
with short bluntly rounded snout, long slender tail with 
pointed tip. Solitary and considered dangerous. Coastal and 
offshore reefs to at least 75 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical and temperate seas. 

GRAY REEF SHARK Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos 
SIZE: to 240 em (7'/• ft.) Requiem Sharks - Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with white underside; broad black tail margin, 
2nd dorsal, anal and underside of pectoral fins usually black. 
Solitary or form aggregations; occasionally aggressive and 
dangerous. Outer reef slopes in 1-274 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Madagascar and Seychelles to Hawaii and 
Pitcairn I. east of French Polynesia. · China to Australia. 

GALAPAGOS SHARK 
SIZE: to 370 em (12ft.) 

Carcharlunus galapagensis 
Requiem Sharks - Carcharhinidae 

ID: Gray with white underside; fin tips often dusky, 
especially underside of large pectoral fins; tall dorsal fin 
pointed or sharply rounded. Solitary or form groups in mid
water; at times aggressive and dangerous. Primarily around 
islands in 2-180 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical and warm temperate seas. 

Sharks & Rays 

SILVERTIP SHARK Carcharhinus albimarginatus 
SJZE: to 300 em (9 '/• ft.) Requiem Sharks · Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with pale underside; white tips on 1st dorsal, 
pectoral and tail fin lobes. Solitary or small groups; considered 
dangerous. Outer reef slopes, usually below about 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: Red Sea and E. Africa to Society ls. in French 
Polynesia. - S. Japan to Australia. 

DUSKY SHARK Carcharbinus obscurus 
SIZE: to 420 em (14ft.) Requiem Sharks- Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with pale underside; fin tips often dusky, especially 
underside of large pectoral fins; dorsal fin pointed and 
slightly shorter than Galapagos Shark !next!. Solitary or form 
groups in mid-water; occasionally aggressive and dangerous. 
Primarily along continental coastlines to 400 m. 
Circum tropical. 

SANDBAR SHARK Carcharhinus plumbeus 
SIZE: to 240 em (8ft.) Requiem Sharks - Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray to grayish brown with pale underside; no dusky 
markings on fins, very tall pointed dorsal fin, ridge between 1st 
and 2nd dorsal fins; short snout Solitary to large schools, usually 
over sand or mud bottoms, occasionally near reefs to 280 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical and subtropical seas. 
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Sharks - Rays 

SILKY SHARK 
SIZE: to 330 em (11 ft.) 

Garcharhinus falciformis 
Requiem Sharks • Carcbarhinidae 

ID: Gray with white underside; Jack distinctive markings 
except often with black tips on underside of pectoral and 
dusky tail fin lobe tips; 1st dorsal fin low rounded and 
stans behind pectoral fin, long trailing edge on 2nd dorsal 
Solitary. Usually in open water to 500 m. 
Circumtropical. 

BLACKTIP REEF SHARK Garcha.cllinus melanopterus 
SIZE: to 180 em (7 'I• ft.) Requiem Sharks • Carcbarhinidae 
ID: Brownish gray with white underside; black tip on 1st 
dorsal, 2nd dorsal, pectoral, anal and lower lobe of tail 
fins. Solitary or groups, usually not dangerous. Coastal, 
lagoon, and outer slopes, usually in 1· 20 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Hawaii and Pitcairn I. 
east of French Polynesia. · S. Japan to Australia 

SICKLEFIN LEMON SHARK Negaprion acutidens 
SIZE: to 310 em (10ft.) Requiem Sharks· Carcharhinidae 
ID: Pale yellow· brown with pale underside without distinctive 
markings ; short snout, pair of widely spaced dorsal fins of 
nearly equal height. Solitary and oonsidered dangerous. On 
or near bottom of bays, estuaries and offshore reefs in 1· 30 m. 
lndo ·Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Society Is. in French 
Polynesia. • Marshall Is. in Micronesia to Australia. 
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BULL SHARK Carcha.cllinus leucas 
SIZE: to 340 em (11 ft.) Requiem Sharks · Carcharhinidae 
ID: Large stout body, very short bluntly rounded snout and 
small eyes; gray gradating to white underside, no markings 
on fins. Solitary or form groups in mid-water; considered 
dangerous. Coastal reefs and estuaries to 152 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical and warm temperate seas. 

BLACKTlP SHARK Garcharhinus limbatus 
SIZE: to 260 em (8 't. ft.) Requiem Sharks · Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with white underside; anal fin pale to white, black 
tips on 2nd dorsal. pectoral and ventral fins and lower tail 
lobe, silver·white streak on flank. Solitary. Lagoons, inshore 
waters and reef channels to 50 m. 
Circurnglobal: Tropical and subtropical seas. 

WHITETIP REEF SHARK Tliaenodon obesus 
SIZE: to 200 em (6 '!t ft. ) Requiem Sharks · Carcharhinidae 
ID: Gray with white underside ; white tips on 1st dorsal fin 
and upper tail lobe, occasional dark spots on sides; slender 
with rounded snout. Solitary or form small groups. Usually rest 
on bottom of coastal, lagoon and outer reef slopes in 3·122 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Hawaii and E. Pacific. 
· S. Japan to Australia. 



SCAUOPED HAMMERHEAD Sphyma leWllli 
SIZE: to 400 em (13 '/• ft.) Hammerhead Sharks • Sphynuclae 
ID: Gray Wllh white underside; head flattened and extended 
to eilher Side Wlth prominent central indentation on front 
edge and pair of lesser indentations on each side. Solitary 
or form groups: not generally considered dangerous. Open 
water of seaward reefs, asounc1 seamounts and islands m 1· 275m. 
Circumglobal: Trop1cal and warm temperate seas. 

SHARK RAY Rhinaancyloscoma 
SIZE: to 270 em (8 1/• ft.) Wedgeflshes • Rhinidae 
ID: Large gray shark-like ray; broad rounded bead with body 
ridges above eyes and along center line, large broad-based 
pectoral fms; white spotting on body and flns. Solitary. On or 
near bottom of ooasta1 seas. occasionally near reefs in 3 · 90 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea tO Australia and 
New Gumea, nonh tO Japan. 

LONG-SNOUT SHOVELNOSE RAY Aptychouema rostrata 
SIZE: to 120 em (4ft.) Guitarfishes · Rhinobaudae 
ID: Shades of gray to brown with large somewhat 
indistinct spots; long pointed triangular snout merges mto 
rounded "wings" below eyes. Solitary. Rest on bottom of 
sand and sea grass beds of bays , along shorelines and 
around reefs to 60 m. 
Localized: Queensland tO ViCtOria in S.E. Australia. 

Sharks & Rays 

GREAT HAMMERHEAD Sphyma mokamm 
SIZE: to 420 em (14ft.) Hammerhead Sharks· Sphymidae 
ID: Gray Wlih white underside: head Oanened and extended 
tO either side with front edge slightly curved, rear edge of 
ventral fin curved Sunilar Scalloped Hammerhead (previous! 
distinguished by deeply scalloped "hammer". Solitary and 
considered dangerous. Ocearuc. rarely on reefs in 3· 75 m. 
Circumglobal: Tropical and warm temperate seas. 

GIANT GUITARFISH Rhynchobatus djiddensis 
SIZE: to 310 em (10 '/, ft.) Wedgefishes - Rhinidae 
ID: Tan to gray to black with white spots and white 
underside; often white-ringed large black spot above base of 
pectOral fin; pointed triangular snout. Solitary. Often rests on 
bottom of sandy areas in lagoons and around reefs to 50 m. 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea to New Caledonia and Fiji. • S. Japan 
to S.E. Australia 

GIANT SHOVELNOSE RAY Rhlllobatos typUS 

SIZE: tO 270 em (8'/• ft.) Gwlalfishes- Rtunobaticlae 
ID: Light brown with pale snout; large triangular head 
merges wilh rounded pectOral fms, tapering body with pair 
of relatively small dorsal fins. Solitary. Sand and mud of 
coastal waters and continental shelf to 100m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: India to lndonesll!, AUStralia, New Guinea 
and Solomon Is. 
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Rays 

COFFIN RAY 
SIZE: to 60 em (2ft.) 

Hypnos monopterygium 
Coffin Rays · H ypnidae 

ID: Brown to gray: large disc followed by a much smaller 
secondary disc (formed by merged ventral fins) supports a very 
small tail and pair of tiny dorsal fins. Produces electric shock. 
Solitary. Rest on sand and mud of coastal waters in 1·220 m. 
Localized: Australia only, primarily in temperate and 
subtropical seas. 

BLUE·SPOmD RIBBONTAIL RAY TaeniUia lymma 
SIZE: disc to 90 em (3 ft.) Stingrays · Dasyatidae 
ID: Yellow-brown with numerous blue spots; oval-shaped 
disc, flattened ribbon-like tail about 1.5 times disc width with 
2 spines. Solitary. Rest on sand bottoms. under ledges or in 
reef holes of coastal, lagoon and outer slopes in 1·20 m. 
Indo-Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Austzalia and New 
Guinea, north to Philippines. 

COWTAIL STINGRAY Pastmachus sephen 
SIZE: disc to 180 em (6ft.) Stingrays · Dasyatidae 
ID: Uniform dark brown to black: rounded snout and "wing" 
tips, broad fleshy tail with single spine and flattened tip. 
Solitary. Rest on sand of estuaries. coastal sand flats and 
near coral reefs to 60 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Australia, north 
to Philippines and Taiwan. 
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BLUE·SPOmD SnNGRAY Dasyatis kuhlii 
SIZE: disc to 50 em (20 in.) Stingrays · Dasyatidae 
ID: Brown to olive with blue spots and small black spots: short 
pointed snout and sharply rounded "wings": tapering tail as 
long or longer than diameter ot' disc and marked with white 
bars. Solitary. Reston sand of lagoons and seaward reefs to90 m. 
Indo· Asian Pacific: E. Africa to Australia and Micronesia, 
north to Japan. 

llA(J(·BLOTCHED STINGRAY Taeniura meyeni 
SIZE: disc to 164 em (5'/z ft.) Stingrays · Dasyatidae 
ID: Gray Wlth variable pattern of dense black spots, blotches 
and mottling; large ovate disc, short tail about same length 
as disc with single spine. Solitary. rest on sand bottoms of 
coastal. lagoon and near outer reefs in 2·500 m. 
Indo· Pacific: E. Africa and Red Sea to Australia and E. Pacific. 
north to S. Japan. 

WHITETAIL STINGRAY Himantura granulata 
SIZE: disc to 100 em (3'/• ft.) Stingrays· Dasyatidae 
ID: Dark slate gray, often with scattered white spots and pale 
borders on disc; stingers (usually 2) and tail behind white. 
Solitary. On sand bottoms of lagoons. bays and protected 
areas around shallow reefs 
Indo-Asian Pacific: Seychelles to N.W.Australia and Great 
Barrier Reef. 



TAHITIAN SnNGRAY filmantUIB f8J 

SIZE: disc to 100 em (3 '1• ft.) Stingrays - Dasyaodae 
ID: Light gray to pmlosh brown, occasionally blotched or 
mottled; snout bluntly pointed, rounded · wmgs" and long 
tapering tail can be nearly 3 times disc diameter_ Sobtary or 
fonn aggregations. Sand and rubble of lagoons to 20 m. 
Indo-Pacific: India to ThaJ!and and SoCiety Is. in French 
Polynesia. 

SPOTTED EAGLE RAY Aetobatus nannari 
SIZE: disc to 350 em (11'!. ft.) Eagle Rays- Myliobat.idae 
ID: Gray-brown to nearly black with numerous white spotS and 
white underside; nearly tnangular disc or "wmgs" w1th 
protrudmg head and long slender tail with single spme. Sobtary. 
Open water or coastal. lagoon and outer reefs in 1-80 m 
Circumglobal : Trop1cal and warm temperate seas 

GIAHTMANTA 
SIZE: disc to 670 em (22 ft.} 

Manta buost.ns 
Mantas - Mobubdae 

ID: Blackish. occasiOnally with some pale or dark patches 
and white unders1de (rarely black); large tnangular "wmgs" 
and protrudmg snout with mouth on front of head and pair 
or movable flaps extending from either side. short tall. 
Solitary or form groups m open water to 24m. 
Circurntropical. 

Sharks & Rays 

THORNY STINGRAY Urogymnus aspemmus 
SIZE: disc to 100em (3'/• ft.) Stingrays- Dasyatldae 
ID: Pale gray to dark brown With numerous thorns on surface; 
scattering of wlute spots; ovate dtsc With humped central 
ponion, tail about equal to disc length. SOlitary, often partially 
buried in sand. coastal, lagoon and outer reefs to 130m 
Indo-West Pacific: Red Sea and E. Afnca to FijL - Philippmes 
to Australia. 

JAVANESE COWNOSE RAY R/unoptera )avanica 
SIZE: disc to 150 em (5 ft.} Cownose Rays- Rhinopteridae 
ID: Brown WJth wlute underside; nearly triangular disc or 
" wings" With protruding head and short slender tail about 
equal to disc length with smgle spme. Solitary or form 
groups. Open coastal waters m 1-50 m. 
Indo- Asian Pacific: E. Afnca to Indonesia and Philippines. 
north to S. Japan. 

DEVIL RAY 
SIZE: disc to 305 em (10ft.) 

Mobula carapacana 
Mantas -Mobulidae 

ID: Blackish back rhombOidal d1sc With graceful pectoral 
" wmgs" , pair of flaps protrudmg on either side of mouth, 
sumlar to Gtant Manta, but mouth on underside instead of 
front of head. Sobtary or groups. Open water or lagoons and 
outer reefs. 
Indo-Pacific: Tropical Indo-Pacific and E. Atlantic Oceans 
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COMMON NAME INDEX 
A Regal, 36 Masked, 28 

Anemonefish, Barrier Reef, 66 Rusty, 35 Pennant, 28 

Clark's, 65 Scribbled, 38 Phantom, 28 

Clown, 67 Semicircle, 37 Schooling, 28 

False Clown, 67 Six-banded, 37 Singular, 27 

McCulloch's, 66 Three-spot, 31 Barracuda, Bigeye, 130 
Northwest Australian, 67 Two-spined, 35 Blackfin, 130 
Orange, 64 Vermiculated, 39 Brass Striped, 130 
Orange-finned, 64 Western Yellowtail, 38 Great, 130 
Pink, 64 White-belted, 31 Pickhandle, 130 
Red and Black, 65 White-tailed Pygmy, 34 Yellowtail, 130 
Red Saddleback, 66 Yellow Bannerfm, 33 Barramundi, 163 
Saddleback, 66 Yellow Pygmy, 33 Basslet, Blackstriped, 270 
Sebae,66 Yellow-mask, 37 Manyline, 270 
Skunk,64 

Yellowfin Pygmy, 34 Redstriped, 270 
Spinecheek, 67 

Zebra, 40 Striped, 270 
Threeband, 64 
Tomato, 55 Anthias, Barrier Reef, 144 Batfish, Estuary, 368 

White-Bo.nnet, 64 Bartlett's, 142 Bigeye, Bloch's , 245 
Wide-band, 66 Bicolor, 144 Crescent-tail, 245 

Angelfish, Ballina, 39 
Dottyback, 144 Glasseye, 244 

Bicolor, 33 
Flame, 145 Whitebar, 244 

Black Velvet, 39 
Golden, 148 Blenny, Allen's, 348 

Black-spot, 40 
Hawk, 150 Ambon, 355 

Blackstriped, 41 
Longtin, 143 

Australian, 347 
Lori's, 150 

Blacktail, 34 Luzon, 148 
Banda, 349 

Blue-girdled, 36 Magenta Slender, 142 
Barred, 345 

Blue-ringed, 36 Olive, 148 Bath's, 349 

Blue-spotted, 38 Painted, 145 Beautiful Rockskipper, 354 
Blue-stripe, 37 Princess, 150 Bicolor, 350 
Blueback Pygmy, 32 Purple, 146 Bicolor Fangblenny, 343 
Brown Pygmy, 34 Purple Queen, 145 Blackspot, 350 

Conspicuous, 38 Randall's, 147 Blackstripe Fangblenny, 339 
Emperor, 36 Red Slender, 142 Bluedashed Rockskipper, 344 
Flame, 35 Redfin, 145 Bluestriped Fangblenny, 343 
Golden, 35 Redstripe, 150 Brown Coral, 345 
Golden-spotted, 31 Scalefin, 147 Bundoon Fangblenny, 340 
Half-banded, 40 Sherr's, 144 Celebes, 356 
Japanese Pygmy, 32 Silverstreak, 149 Chesnut, 946 
Japanese Swallow, 41 Squarespot, 143 Clown, 348 
Keyhole, 33 Stocky, 146 Comical, 348 
Lemonpeel, 33 Sunset, 149 Dashed-line, 344 
Midnight, 34 Threadfin, 146 Deceiver Fangblenny, 342 
Multi-barred, 32 Twospot, 143 Delicate, 354 
Multicolor Pygmy, 32 Whitespotted, 148 Doublepore Fangblenny, 340 
Ocellated Pygmy, 32 Yellowback, 142 Eared, 345 
Orange-faced, 38 Yellownose Slender, 142 Elongate Oyster, 344 
Orangehead Pygmy, 32 Yellowspotted, 150 Eyelined, 351 
Orangepeel, 35 Archerfish, Banded, 135 Eyespot, 350 
Ornate, 39 

8 False Cleanerfish, 339 
Pearl-scaled, 34 Fiji Clown, 348 
Pewter, 39 Balloonfish, 421 Filamentous, 346 
Pinstriped, 41 Bandfish, Yellow-spotted, 287 Fine-spotted, 355 
Purple-mask, 31 Bannerfish, Humphead, 28 Four-fingered, 344 
Queensland Yellowtail, 38 Longfin, 28 Fourstripe, 352 



Freshwater Fangblenny, 341 
Fringelip, 357 
Gray-barred, 357 
Hai.rytail Fangblenny, 341 
Highfm Fangblenny, 342 
Imposter Fangblenny, 342 
Jewelled, 356 
Kamohara's Fangblenny, 340 
Lady Musgrave, 346 
Leopard, 354 
Lined, 352 
Lined Fangblenny, 341 
Lined Rockskipper, 355 
Lubbock's, 347 
Mangrove Oyster, 344 
Midas, 351 
Monocle, 347 
Obscure, 356 
Ocular, 352 
Patzner's, 356 
Philippines, 349 
Piano Fangblenny, 342 
Picture Rockskipper, 344 
Pictus, 353 
Red-speckled, 346 
Red-streaked, 347 
Redspotted,345 
Rippled Rockskipper, 355 
Saddle, 352 
Segmented, 357 
Seychelles,357 
Shorthead Fangblenny, 341 
Slender Sabretooth, 339 
Smith's Fangblenny, 339 
Smooth Fangblenny, 342 
Snake, 343 
Spoke-eye, 353 
Spotted, 353 
Spotted-row, 347 
Springer's, 346 
Starry, 356 
Streaky Rockskipper, 355 
Striped, 352 
Striped Fangblenny, 341 
Sulawesi Fangblenny, 340 
Sulu Fangblenny, 340 
Tailspot, 352 
Tailspot Fangblenny, 340 
Three-lined, 349 
Tiger, 348 
Tricolor, 351 
Trtplespot, 354 
Twin Fangblenny, 339 
Twinspot, 349 
Variable Fangblenny, 342 
White-lined, 351 

White-spotted, 355 
Yaeyama, 353 
Yellowtail,353 
Yellowtail Fangblenny, 339 

Bonito, Long-jawed, 132 
Oriental, 131 

Boxfish, Largenose, 394 
Shortnose, 393 
Solor,394 
Spotted, 394 
Whitley's, 395 
Yellow, 395 

Bream. Arabian Monocle, 114 
Blacknape Large-eye, 117 
Blue-lined Large-eye, 117 
Blue-lined Large-eye Bream, 117 
Bluespotted Large-eye, 117 
Bridled Monocle, 113 
Fork-tailed Thread.fin, 112 
Gray Large-eye, 117 
Humpnose Bigeye, 116 
Lattice Monocle, 113 
Monogram Monocle, 115 
Pale Monocle, 115 
Pearl-streaked Monocle, 115 
Pearly Monocle, 114 
Rainbow Monocle, 113 
Striped Large-eye. 116 
Striped Monocle, 115 
Three-lined Monocle, 113 
Whitecheek Monocle. 116 
Whitestreak Monocle, 114 
Yellowsnout Large-eye, 117 
Yellowstripe Monocle, 116 

Bristletooth, Blue-spotted, 53 
Bluelipped, 52 
Hawaiian, 52 
Lined, 52 
Orangetip, 53 
Twospot, 53 

Brotula, Bearded, 279 

Burrfish, Orbicular, 420 
Spotted, 420 
Yellowspotted, 420 

Butterflyfish, Andaman, 20 
Asian,22 
Black, 23 
Black & White, 22 
Black & Yellow. 22 
Black-backed, 18 
Blackcap, 21 
Blacklip, 21 
Blue-spot, 20 
Brown-banded, 27 
Chevroned, 17 
Crosshatch, 19 

Dot & Dash, 24 
Dotted, 21 
Easter Island, 23 
Eastern Triangular, 19 
Eclipse,20 
Eight-banded, 26 
Fourspot, 25 
Goldbarred, 27 
Golden-striped, 27 
Indian, 20 
Indian Red.fin, 19 
Indian Vagabond, 17 
Japanese,23 
Latticed, 21 
Lined, 25 
Lord Howe, 27 
Marquesan. 22 
Meyer's, 26 
Oriental, 21 
Ornate, 26 
Oval-spot, 20 
Pacific Double-saddle, 25 
Panda, 18 
Raccoon,21 
Redfin, 19 
Reticulated, 23 
Saddleback, 25 
Saddled, 24 
Speckled, 24 
Spot-banded, 24 
Spot-Nape, 25 
Spot-tail, 18 
Spotted, 24 
Tahiti, 23 
Teardrop, 20 
Thread.fin, 17 
Three-stripe, 18 
Tinker's, 22 
Triangular, 19 
Vagabond, 17 

c 

West Australian, 17 
White Collar, 26 
Wrought Iron, 23 
Yellow-crowned, 22 
Yellow-dotted, 18 
Yellowback, 19 
Yellowrimmed, 18 

Cardinalfish, Allen's, 261 
Ambon,255 
Banda, 253 
Bandspot, 255 
Banggai, 266 
Bargill, 252 
Barred, 264 
Belted, 261 
Black, 259 



Black-nosed, 265 
Blackspot, 260 
Blackstripe, 248 
Blackstriped, 263 
Brown-blotch, 266 
Caviti, 250 
Coastal, 255 
Copperstriped, 249 
Coral, 250 
Duskylined Siphonfish, 267 
Duskytailed, 260 
Eightspine, 264 
Elongate Siphonfish, 267 
Faintbanded, 256 
False Threespot, 257 
Fivelined, 263 
Flower, 251 
Fourlined, 252 
Fragile, 256 
Frostfin, 251 
Gelatinous, 265 
Gilbert's, 259 
Girdled, 261 
Glassy,265 
Gobbleguts, 258 
Goldbelly, 251 
Gorgonian, 255 
Guam, 253 
Hartzfeld's, 257 
Hookfin, 253 
Humpbacked, 258 
Hyaline, 264 
Intermediate, 262 
Iridesoent, 254 
Komodo, 251 
Larval, 256 
Linespot, 254 
Mangrove, 255 
Manylined, 249 
Mimic, 263 
Moluccan, 252 
Narrowlined, 260 
Narrowstripe, 249 
Norfolk, 258 
Obliquebanded, 247 
Ocellated, 259 
Oddscale, 247 
Onespot, 260 
Orangespot, 252 
Orbicular, 266 
Paddlefin, 265 
Pajama, 266 
Pearly, 259 
Pinstripe, 265 
Redspot, 256 
Redstriped, 247 
Reef-flat, 248 

Rifle,252 
Ringtailed, 251 
Ruby, 247 
Sailfin, 266 
Samoan, 253 
Sangi, 258 
Sevenstripe, 247 
Shortstripe, 249 
Similar, 253 
Singapore, 263 
Sixstripe, 249 
Slender, 265 
Solitary, 261 
Split-banded, 248 
Spotgill, 252 
Spotless, 264 
Spurcheek, 255 
Striped, 248 
Tailspot, 256 
Talbot's, 247 
Threadfin, 259 
Threespot, 257 
Tiger, 262 
Timor, 260 
Tiny, 256 
Toothy, 263 
Twinspot, 260 
Urchin Siphonfish, 267 
Variegated, 264 
Wassinki, 250 
Weedy, 264 
Whitespot, 254 
Wolf, 262 
Yellow, 251 
Yellowbelly, 263 
Yelloweyed, 258 
Yellowlined, 250 
Yellowrnouth, 261 
Yellowstriped, 250 

Catfish, Striped,402 
White-lipped, 402 

Chromis, Allen's , 84 
Ambon, 81 
Barrier Reef, 86 
Bicolor, 83 
Black-axil, 81 
Blackbar, 86 
Blue-axil, 83 
Blue-green, 81 
Darkfin, 82 
Deep Reef, 84 
Doublebar, 85 
Green, 84 
Indian Half-and-Half, 82 
Lined, 85 
Malayan, 82 
Midget, 83 

Ovate, 82 
Pacific Half-and-Half, 82 
Pale-tail, 83 
Pearlspot, 80 
Philippines. 81 
Reef, 80 
Scaly, 84 
Smoky, 85 
Spiny, 86 
Stout-body, 83 
Ternate, 81 
Twinspot, 84 
Vanderbilt's , 85 
Weber's, 85 
West Australian, 80 
White-spotted, 80 
White-tailed, 84 
Yellow, 81 
Yellow-axil, 82 
Yellow-speckled, 80 
Yellow-spotted, 80 

Clingfish, Crinoid, 389 
Red,389 
Urchin, 389 

Cobia, 402 

Conger Eels, Barred Sand, 446 
Bigeye, 446 
Moustache. 446 
Scheele's, 446 

Convict Blenny, 289 

Coralfish, Beaked. 29 
Big Longnose, 30 
Black Pyramid, 30 
Gray, 30 
Highfill, 29 
Long-beaked, 29 
Longnose, 30 
Margined, 29 
Ocellated', 27 • 
Orange-banded, 29 
Pyramid, 30 
Two-eyed, 29 

Coris, Batu. 191 
Central Pacific, 191 
Clown, 190 
Goldline, 191 
Pale-barred, 190 
Pixie, 191 
Spottail, 191 
Yellowtail, 189 

Cornetfish. 400 

Cowfish, Longhorn, 393 
Roundbelly, 393 
Thornback, 393 



Croucher, Spotted, 385 

Cuskeel. West Australian, 279 
Cuskeel, Yellow, 279 

D 
Damsel, Alexander's, 97 

Arnbon, 89 
Andaman, 92 
Australian, 93 
Azure Demoiselle, 74 
Banded, 79 
Banggai Demoiselle, 63 
Barhead, 70 
Batuna's, 62 
Big-lip, 67 
Black, 69 
Black-banded Demoiselle, 63 
Black-margined, 96 
Blackbar, 71 
Blackspot, 94 
Blackvent, 78 
Bleeker's Demoiselle, 73 
Blue, 92 
Blue Devil, 75 
Blue-spotted, 93 
Blueback, 98 
Blueline Demoiselle, 72 
Bluespot, 97 
Bluespot Demoiselle, 76 
Borneo, 91 
Brackish, 98 
Brighteye, 71 
Brown, 90 
Brown Demoiselle, 88 
Burrough's, 90 
Carlson's, 68 
Charcoal, 97 
Chinese Demoiselle, 87 
Colin's, 89 
Colombo, 91 
Coral Demoiselle, 88 
Cross's, 68 
Darwin, 79 
Freshwater Demoiselle, 88 
Fusilier, 87 
Goldback, 96 
Goldbelly, 92 
Golden, 62 
Goldbead, 99 
Goldtail Demoiselle, 74 
Gray Demoiselle, 76 
Green, 63 
Guam Reef, 87 
Guardian, 63 
Honeyhead, 78 
Imitator, 96 
Indonesian, 99 

Java,94 
Javanese, 69 
Jewel, 71 
Johnston, 70 
King Demo1selle, 73 
Komodo, 89 
Kuiter's Demoiselle, 76 
Lagoon, 71 
Lemon, 98 
Miller's , 91 
Milne Bay Demoiselle, 75 
Monarch, 79 
Muddy, 93 
Multispine, 69 
Nagasaki, 96 
Neon, 92 
Obscure, 94 
Ocellated, 68 
Onespot Demoiselle, 72 
Palespot, 79 
Philippine, 96 
Phoenix, 71 
Princess. 94 
Regal Demoiselle, 88 
Reid's. 93 
Richardson 's Reef, 87 
Rolland's Demoiselle, 73 
Saksono's, 95 
Scaly, 96 
Silver-streaked, 63 
Similar, 92 
Sinclair's Demoiselle, 75 
Smith's, 99 
Smoky, 99 
South Seas Devil, 74 
Speckled, 95 
Springer's Demoiselle, 75 
Staghom, 62 
Starck's Demoiselle, 74 
Surge Demoiselle, 72 
Sweetwater Demoiselle, 89 
Talbot's Demoiselle, 73 
Temate, 62 
Thai, 91 
Threeband Demoiselle, 76 
Threespot, 99 
Tracey's Demoiselle, 75 
Twinspot, 93 
Twospot Demoiselle, 76 
Violet Demoiselle, 88 
Ward's, 99 
Wedgespot, 97 
White, 78 
White-belly, 63 
Wbiteband, 71 
Wbitespot, 89 
Whitetail, 95 
Yellow Crown Demoiselle, 73 

Yellow-breasted, 99 
Yellowfin Demoiselle, 74 
Yellowtail, 68 
Yellowtail Demoiselle, 87 

Dart, Small-spotted, 128 

Dartfish, Bandtail, 283 
Blue-barred Ribbongoby, 285 
Decorated, 282 
Fire, 282 
Helfrich's, 282 
Interrupted, 284 
Lined, 282 
Mini,283 
Monofin, 283 
Naked, 284 
Pearly, 283 
Rao's, 284 
RobustRibbongob~287 

Spottail, 285 
Threadfin, 285 
Twotone, 284 
Yellow-striped, 286 
Zebra, 286 

Dascyllus, Black-tailed, 77 
Humbug, 77 
Indian, 78 
Orangfin, 77 
Reticulated, 78 
Three-spot, 77 
Yellow-tailed, 77 

Devilfish. Banded Spiny Basslet, 278 
Blue, 278 
Caledonian, 379 
Comet, 279 
Randall's, 278 
Red-tipped Longfin, 278 
Spiny, 379 
Spotgill Longtin, 279 
Spotted, 379 
Yellow, 278 

Diamondfish, 134 

Dolphinfish, 421 

Dottyback, Andaman, 273 
Bearded, 277 
Blackstripe, 276 
Borneo, 276 
Brownback, 277 
Doublestriped, 274 
Dusky, 275 
Elongate, 277 
Firetail, 271 
Lined, 270 
Longtin, 277 
Magenta, 274 
Midnight, 276 
Multicolored, 272 
Oblique-lined, 271 



Orangespotted, 276 F OceUated, 363 
Pink, 277 False Scorpionfish, 166 Painted, 364 

Purpletop, 274 Filefish, Andaman Mimic, 411 
Randall's, 367 

Queensland, 272 Barred, 410 
Sargassunrulish, 367 

Raja, 273 Bearded, 413 
Spot-tail, 368 

Royal, 274 Black-lined, 413 
Spotfin, 366 

Sailfin, 272 Blackbar, 412 
Striped, 366 

Splendid, 277 Blackheaded, 412 
Warty, 365 

Steene's , 275 Bristle-tailed, 414 Fusilier, Blue and Yellow, 141 

Surge, 273 Broom, 409 Bluestreak, 139 

Thinstriped, 275 Diamond, 411 Double-lined, 139 

White-tailed, 273 Fan-bellied, 410 Goldband, 140 

Wlntebar, 270 Japanese, 413 LWlar, 141 

YeUowfin, 274 Leafy, 411 Mottled, 140 

YeUowtail, 274 Longnose, 410 Narrowstripe, 140 

Dragonet, Bartels', 291 Mimic, 411 Randall's, 140 

Blue-spotted, 292 Minute, 411 Ruddy, 139 

Fingered, 289 Orangetail, 412 Sci&Sortail, 141 
Slender, 140 

Flowery, 292 Radial, 414 
Threestripe, 139 

Goram, 293 Rhino, 409 
Twinstripe, 139 

Leafy, 292 Scrawled, 409 
Variable-lined, 141 

Little Sand, 292 Spectacled, 410 
Wide-band, 140 

Long Filament, 292 Strapweed, 412 
YeUowback, 141 

Mandarinfish, 289 Unicom, 409 
Yellowtail, 141 

Morrison's , 290 Whitebar, 413 

Moyer's, 290 Wirenet, 410 G 
Northern, 293 YeUoweye, 413 Garden Eel. Banded, 447 
Ocellated, 291 Flagtail, Barred, 136 Dusky, 447 
Orange & Black, 289 Plain, 136 Many-toothed, 447 
Picturesque, 289 Flashligbtfish. Onefin. 401 Orange-barred, 446 
Starry, 291 Twofin, 401 Spaghetti, 447 
Superb, 292 Flathead, Black-banded, 384 Spotted, 447 

Drummer, 132 Broadhead, 383 Taylor's, 447 

Gray, 132 Crocodile, 383 Ghost Pipefish, Halimeda, 424 
Lowfin, 132 Fringelip, 384 Omate. 423 
Stripey, 133 Homed, 383 Robust, 424 

Topsail, 132 Japanese, 383 Roughsnout, 424 

Western, 133 Longsnout, 383 Thin, 425 
Spiny, 384 Velvet, 425 

E Spotted, 384 Glassfish, L_argespined, 267 
Emperor, Ambon, 121 Thorny, 384 

Goatfish, Bandtail, 400 
Blackblotch, 120 Welander's , 384 

Bicolor, 398 
Grass, 120 Flounder, Angler Flatfish, 386 Blackspot, 399 
Longface, 118 Cockatoo, 386 Cardinal, 399 
Longfin, 121 Largescale, 386 Cinnabar, 398 
Longspine, 120 Leopard, 386 Dash-dot, 399 
Orange-striped, 119 OceUated, 387 Doublebar, 397 
Ornate, 121 Peacock, 386 Freckled, 400 
Pinkear, 119 Threespot, 387 Goldsaddle, 397 
Slender, 121 Frogfish, Bandfin, 367 Indian, 399 
Smalltooth, 119 Bandtail, 365 Indian Doublebar, 397 
Spangled, 118 Brackish, 363 Longbarbel, 399 
Spotcheek, 118 Butler's, 368 Manybar, 398 
sweetlip, 120 Cryptic, 367 Munic, 396 
Thumbprint, 118 Freckled, 366 Molucca, 400 
Yellowfin, 120 Giant, 363 Red, 396 
Yellowtail, 121 Hispid, 365 Rosy, 398 



Sidespot, 398 
Striped, 400 
Yellowfin, 396 
Yellowstripe, 396 

Goby, Allen's , 334 
Ambanoro Shrimpgoby, 313 
Arcfin Shrimpgoby, 303 
Atherinoid, 326 
Aurora Shrimpgoby, 301 
Australian Shrimpgoby, 306 
Banded, 315 
Banded Flap-head, 317 
Banded Shrimpgoby, 305 
Barred Shrimpgoby, 305 
Beautiful, 321 
Bigeye Dwarfgoby, 329 
Biglip Ghostgoby, 336 
Black Coral, 335 
Black Shrimpgoby, 307 
Black Spear Shrimpgoby, 310 
Black-barred, 327 
Black-rayed Shrimpgoby, 310 
Blackbelly Pygmygoby, 320 
Blackline Shrimpgoby, 309 
Blackspot Dwarfgoby, 329 
Blacktip Shrimpgoby, 306 
Blotched, 322 
Blue Shrimpgoby, 309 
Blue-speckled Shrimpgoby, 304 
Blue-striped Dwarfgoby, 330 
Blue-tailed Shrimpgoby, 306 
Bluedot, 316 
Bluefin Shrimpgoby, 309 
Bluespot Shrimpgoby, 307 
Bluestreak, 332 
Brick, 327 
Broad-banded Shrimpgoby, 303 
Broadbarred, 325 
Brown-banded Pygmygoby, 318 
Buan, 314 
Caesiura Dwarfgoby, 330 
Candycane Dwarfgoby, 330 
Canine, 326 
Cave Dwarfgoby, 331 
Ceram Coralgoby, 325 
Cheek-streaked, 313 
Cocos, 313 
Common Ghostgoby, 337 
Convict, 327 
Crested, 316 
Crosshatch, 314 
Dartfish, 334 
Decorated, 325 
Dusky Sleepergoby, 328 
Dwarf, 327 
Ear-spot Pygmygoby, 318 
Elongate Ghostgoby, 336 
Eyebar, 323 

Eyebrow Shrimpgoby, 302 
Ferraris', 320 
Filamented, 321 
Five-bar Shrimpgoby, 303 
Five-lined, 324 
Flagfin Shrimpgoby, 309 
Flagtail Shrimpgoby, 301 
Flathead, 336 
Forktail Dwarfgoby, 331 
Freckled, 315 
Freckled Shrimpgoby, 303 
Frogface Sleepergoby, 328 
Giant Shrimpgoby, 303 
Gold-speckled Shrimpgoby, 308 
Gold-streaked Shrimpgoby, 308 
Golden, 327 
Goldenspot, 322 
Gorgeous Shrimpgoby, 304 
Greenband, 332 
Half-banded, 315 
Highfill Shrimpgoby, 311 
Immaculate, 333 
Inexplicable Shrimpgoby, 306 
Lagoon Shrimpgoby, 305 
Lanceolate Shrimpgoby, 313 
Large Whip, 335 
Largetooth, 326 
Lemon Coralgoby, 324 
Loki Whip, 335 
Long-finned, 332 
Long-ray Dwarfgoby, 331 
~agTllficentShrimpgob~301 
~ajestic Shrimpgoby, 312 
~angrove, 316 
~arquesas Shrimpgoby, 310 
~elasrna Pygmygoby, 318 
~onster Shrimpgoby, 311 
~ud, 333 
~ural, 333 
Nakedhead Shrimpgoby, 302 
Needlespine Coralgoby, 324 
Neon Pygmygoby, 319 
Neophyte, 321 
Noctum, 314 
Okinawa Dwarfgoby, 329 
Old Glory, 314 
Orange Convict, 327 
Orange-dashed, 333 
Orangespotted, 325 
Orangespotted Goby, 330 
Orangetip, 323 
Ornate, 326 
Ornate Shrimpgoby, 313 
Padang,313 
Pale Dwarfgoby, 331 
Papilla, 323 
Parva, 333 
Pepperfin Pygmygoby, 317 

Pink-spotted Shrimpgoby, 306 
Puntang, 320 
Queensland Pygmygoby, 317 
Randall's Shrimpgoby, 301 
Rayed Shrimpgoby, 311 
Red & Whitespotted 
Pygmygoby, 319 
Red-banded Shrimpgoby, 304 
Red-margin Shrimpgoby, 303 
Red-spotted Dwarfgoby, 330 
Red-striped Shrimpgoby, 310 
Redbarred Shrimpgoby, 302 
Redeye Hovering, 334 
Redeyed Shrimpgoby, 312 
Redhead Coralgoby, 325 
Redhead Dwarfgoby, 331 
Redspotted Pygmygoby, 319 
Ringeye Dwarfgoby, 319 
Rubble Dwarfgoby, 330 
Saddled, 317 
Saddled Shrimpgoby, 307 
Sand,323 
Sand Shrimpgoby, 308 
Shadow, 328 
Short-whiskered, 323 
Shoulderbar, 322 
Sigillata Pygmygoby, 318 
Signal, 328 
Signalfin, 322 
SilverspotShrunpgob~308 

Si.xspot, 334 
Skinspot Dwarfgoby, 328 
Slantbar Shrimpgoby, 302 
Snoutspot, 315 
Soft Coral Ghostgoby, 336 
Spangled Shrimpgoby, 312 
Sphynx,315 
Spikefin, 317 
Spinecheek, 326 
Spotted Shrimpgoby, 301 
Squarebelly Pygmygoby, 319 
Starry, 316 
Steinitz' Shrimpgoby, 302 
Stonycoral Ghostgoby, 336 
Storthynx, 317 
Striped Pygmygoby, 318 
Stripehead Dwarfgoby, 329 
Tangaroa Shrimpgoby, 308 
TargetShrimpgob~306 
Threadfin, 321 
Translucent Coral, 334 
Twinspot, 316 
Twospot, 321 
Twostripe, 332 
Twostripe Pygmygoby, 320 
Ventral-barred Shrimpgoby, 307 
Volcano Shrimpgoby, 304 
White-eye Shrimpgoby, 309 



White-lined Coralgoby, 324 Longfin, 159 Redstripe, 231 
Whitecap Shrimpgoby, 308 Longspine, 158 Saddleback, 229 
Whitespotted Pygrnygoby, 318 Malabar, 162 Twospot Slender, 230 
Whitestnped Pygrnygoby, 319 Masked, 157 

J Wide-barred Shrimpgoby, 304 Netfin, 160 
Widebarred, 334 One-blotch, 160 Jack, PUrnaco, 127 
Wire Coral, 335 Orange-spotted, 162 Ambef)ack, 127 
Wol!snout, 336 Palemargin, 158 Barcheek Trevally, 125 
Yellow & White Striped Peacock, 154 Bigeye Trevally, 126 
Pygmygoby, 319 Potato, 162 Black, 126 
Yellow Coralgoby, 324 Redmouth, 163 Bludger Trevally, 124 
Yellow!ilament,332 Roving Coral, 165 Blue Trevally, 126 
Yellow Shrirnpgoby, 307 Saddle, 156 Bluefin Trevally, 126 
Yellow-lined Shrimpgoby, 312 Slender, 154 Brassy Trevally, 126 
Yellow-spotted Shrimpgoby, 312 Snubnose, 158 Coachwhip Trevally, 125 
Yellowfm Shrimpgoby, 311 Speckled, 158 Giant Trevally, 127 
Yellowhead Dwarfgoby, 331 Spotted Coral, 164 Gold-spotted Trevally, 124 
Yellownose Shrimpgoby, 310 Squaretail Coral. 165 Golden Trevally, 128 
Yellowstripe, 314 Strawberry, 155 Orange-spotted Trevally, 125 
Yellowstripe Dwarfgoby, 329 Surge, 157 Silver Trevally, 127 

Gregory, Australian, 101 Tomato, 156 Whitetongue, 126 
Bluntsnout, 101 Twinspot, 159 Yellow-spotted Trevally, 125 
Coral Sea. 100 Wavy-lined, 162 Yellowtail Amberjack, 127 
Dusky, 101 Whiteblotched, 161 Jawfish, Andaman, 298 
Golden, 100 Whitespotted, 161 Brownblotch, 299 
Gulf, 101 Whitestrea.ked, 161 Chestnut, 299 
Japanese, 101 

Grunter, Crescent-banded, 134 Darwin, 298 
Pacific, 100 

Silver, 134 Dendritic, 299 
Western, 100 Papuan, 298 
Whitebar, 101 Gudgeon, Deep-reef, 339 Solor, 298 

Grouper, Areolate, 159 Gumard, Helmut, 369 Variable, 299 
Blacksaddle, 159 H Wass's , 298 
Blacksaddle Coral, 165 

Hallbeak, Dussumier's. 135 
Yellowbarred, 299 

Blacktip, 163 
Bluelined, 155 Estuarine, 135 L 

Bluespotted, 154 Hawkfish, Arc-eye, 168 Lionfish, Bleeker's, 371 

Brown-marbled, 162 Dwarf, 167 Clearfin, 370 

Brown-spotted, 157 Flame, 168 Cleartail, 371 

Camouflage, 160 Freckled, 169 Common, 370 

Chocolate. 155 Golden, 167 Gumard, 371 

Cloudy, 160 Halfspotted, 169 Indian, 370 

Coral, 156 Longnose, 166 Kodipungi, 371 

Coral Rock, 158 Lyretail, 168 Longspine, 371 

Duskytail, 158 Nisus, 168 Mombasa, 370 

Flagtail, 155 Plxy, 167 Pygmy, 372 

Foursaddle, 160 Splendid, 168 Shortfin, 369 

Freckled, 157 Threadfin, 167 Spotfin, 370 

Giant, 162 Twinspot, 167 Twinspot, 369 

Greasy, 159 Yellow, 169 Zebra, 371 

Halfmoon. 163 Hagfish. Axilspot, 228 Lizardfish, Blackblotch, 297 
Harlequin, 155 Blackbelt, 229 Clearfin, 296 
Hexagon, 160 Blackfin, 229 Clouded, 296 
Highfin, 161 Crescent-tail, 231 Redmarbled, 299 

Highfin Coral, 164 Diana's , 230 Reef, 297 

Honeycomb, 159 Goldspot, 230 Slender, 296 

Indonesian, 157 Longnose, 230 Twospot, 297 

Leopard, 155 Lyretail, 230 Lyretail, White-edged, 164 
Leopard Coral, 164 Neill's, 228 Yellow-edged, 164 



M N Pineconefish, 403 
Mackerel, Double-lined, 131 Needlefish, Crocodile, 135 Pipefish, Banded Messmate, 426 

Narrow Barred Spanish, 131 Keeltail, 135 Barred, 425 
Manta, Devil Ray, 457 Reef, 135 Black-breasted, 427 

Giant, 457 p Bluestripe, 427 

Milkfish, 129 Parrotfish, Bicolor, 179 
Broad-banded, 429 
Brock's, 429 

Moorish Idol, 55 Bleeker's, 175 Broken-bands, 426 
Moray, Australian, 440 Blue-barred, 182 Brown-banded, 425 

Barred, 436 Bluepatch, 181 Cleaner, 428 
Barred Snake, 443 Bower's, 176 Double-ended, 430 
Barred-fin, 441 Bridled, 181 Estuary, 430 
Bentjaw, 435 Bulletbead, 176 Flagtail, 428 
Blackspotted, 439 Burnphead, 187 Foxy, 430 
CWamydatus, 437 Chameleon, 181 Glittering, 430 
Dragon, 435 Dark-capped, 180 Honshu, 428 
Dwarf, 437 Eastlndies, 182 Many-banded, 428 
Enigmatic, 438 Eclipse, 184 Messmate, 426 
Fimbriated, 438 Festive, 187 Mushroom Coral, 431 

Finespeckled, 436 Filament-fin, 186 Network, 426 

Giant, 439 Greenbead, 175 Orange-banded, 428 

Giant Estuarine, 442 Greenlip, 187 Orange-spotted, 427 

Hookjaw, 435 Greensnout, 184 Pygmy, 430 

Indian Mud, 440 Greenthroat, 182 Reeftop, 427 

Largehead Snake, 443 Highfin, 187 Ringed, 428 

Latticetail, 437 Indian, 175 Samoan, 429 

Long-jawed, 441 Japanese, 178 Schultz's, 427 

Masked, 437 Longnose, 179 Short-bodied, 425 

Minor,438 Marbled, 178 Short-tailed, 431 

Mosaic, 435 Marquesan, 187 Shortnose, 430 

Okinawan Snake, 442 Pacific Longnose, 179 Slender, 431 

Palechin, 437 Palenose, 183 Yellowspotted, 426 

Peppered, 442 Ouoy's, 187 Pipehorse, Shortpouch Pygmy, 

Reticulated, 440 Raggedtooth, 178 425 

Ribbon,441 Red, 185 Pompano, African, 124 

Slendertail, 438 Redlip, 185 Snubnose, 128 

Snowflake, 436 Roundhead, 177 Ponyfish, Orangefin, 137 
Spotted, 439 Stareye, 178 

Porcupinefish, 421 
Stout, 440 Steephead, 177 

Black-blotched, 421 
Tiger Snake, 442 Surf, 183 

Blacklip, 421 
Undulated, 440 Swarthy, 186 

Puffer, Blackspotted, 416 Tan-faced, 178 Viper, 436 
Tricolor, 185 Blue-spotted, 414 

White Ribbon, 441 
Violet-lined, 183 Guineafowl, 416 

White-eyed, 442 
Yellow-barred, 180 

Immaculate, 415 
White-margined, 437 Map,415 
Whitelip, 440 

Yellowbar, 184 
Milkspotted, 420 

Whiternouth, 439 Pearl-perch, Threadfin, 137 Reticulated, 414 
Yellow-headed, 438 Pearlfish, Silver, 298 Shortfin, 420 
Yellowrnargin, 439 Perchlet, Chequered, 151 Silver, 420 

Yellowmouth, 439 Dwarf, 151 Star, 415 
Zebra, 442 Longtin, 151 Striped, 415 

Mullet, Acute-jawed, 133 Painted, 151 White-spotted, 414 

Diamond-scale, 133 Redblotch, 151 a 
Dwarf, 133 Pilotfish, 128 Oueenfish, Double-spotted, 128 
Fringelip, 133 Pineapplefish, 403 Talang, 128 



R Speckled, 294 Shark, Blacktip, 454 
Rabb1tfish, Barred, 56 Sharpnose, 294 Blacktip Reef, 454 

Bioolor, 59 Spotted, 294 Blotchy Swell, 452 
Blackeye, 57 Whitestripe, 296 Brown-banded Bamboo, 450 
Coral, 57 Yellowtail, 295 Bull, 454 
Dusky, 58 Scad, Bigeye, 129 Coral Cat, 452 
Fine-spotted, 57 Mackere~ 129 Dusky, 453 
Forktail, 58 Oxeye, 129 Epaulette, 451 
Foxface, 59 Russell's Mackerel, 129 Galapagos, 453 
Gold-spotted, 57 Yellowstripe, 129 Gray Reef, 453 
Golden, 56 Scat, Banded, 59 Great Hammerhead, 455 
Honeycomb, 57 Spotted, 59 Hooded Carpet, 451 
Java, 56 Scorpionfish, Ambon, 372 Milne Bay Epaulette, 451 
Lined, 56 Bandtail, 375 

Raja Epaulette, 451 
Magnificent, 59 Barchin, 378 

Sandbar, 453 
Masked, 56 Blotchfin, 374 

Scalloped Hammerhead, 455 
Onespot, 59 Cheekspot, 374 

Sicklefin Lemon, 454 
Randall's, 57 Decoy, 373 

Silky, 454 
Scribbled, 58 Devil,375 

Silvertip, 453 
Vermiculate, 58 Flasher, 376 

Speckled Carpet, 452 
Virgate, 56 Guam, 374 

Tawny Nurse, 452 
White-spotted, 58 Hairy, 374 

Tiger, 453 

Rainbow Runner, 127 Lacey, 372 
Whale, 452 

Ray, Blue-spotted, 456 Leaf, 378 
Whitespotted Bamboo, 451 

Blue-spotted Ribbontail, 456 Mauritius, 377 
Whitetip Reef, 454 

Coffin, 456 Mozambique, 374 
Zebra, 452 

Giant Guitarfish, 455 Paddle-flap, 373 Sharksucker, 402 

Giant Shovelnose, 455 Painted, 374 Shrimpfish, Rigid, 401 

Javanese Cownose, 457 Papuan, 376 Razorfish, 401 

Long-snout Shovelnose, 455 Pass's, 377 Shrirnpgoby, Ambanoro, 313 
Shark, 455 Raggy, 377 Arcfin, 303 
Spotted Eagle, 457 Shortfin, 375 Aurora, 301 

Razorfish, Blackbarred, 234 Tasseled, 376 Australian, 305 

Celebes, 234 Weedy, 373 Banded, 305 

Chiseltooth, 234 Yellow-spotted, 377 Barred, 305 

Collared, 232 Sea Moth, Dragon, 368 Black, 307 

Fivefinger, 233 Slender, 368 Black Spear, 310 
Knife, 231 Seabream, River, 121 Black-rayed, 310 

Peacock, 233 Seahorse, Colman's Pygmy, 432 
Blackline, 309 

Seagrass, 231 Blacktip, 306 

Whitepatch, 232 
Common,432 Blue, 309 
Estuary, 433 Blue-SJ)E!ckled, 304 Remora, 402 Flores, 433 Blue-tailed, 306 

s Gorgonian Pygmy, 432 Bluefin, 309 

Sand Bass, 134 
Moluccan, 433 Bluespot, 307 
Pygmy, 432 

Sand Diver, Goldbar, 286 Smooth, 433 
Broad-banded, 303 
Eyebrow, 302 

Spotted, 286 Thomy, 431 Five-bar, 303 
Threadfin, 286 Tigertail, 433 Flagfin, 309 

Sandperch, Blackfin, 296 Zebra-snout, 432 Flagtail, 301 
Harlequin, 294 Sergeant, Banded, 61 Freckled, 303 
Java,295 Bengal, 61 Giant, 303 
Latticed, 295 Black-tail, 61 Gold-speckled, 308 
Nosestripe, 295 Blackspot, 61 Gold-streaked, 308 
Phoenix, 294 Green, 62 Gorgeous, 304 
Red-barred, 294 Indo-Pacific, 62 Highfin, 311 
Red-spotted, 295 Scissortail, 61 Inexplicable, 306 
Reticulated, 294 Yellowtail,61 Lagoon,305 



Lanoeolate, 313 Snakefish,297 Sole, Banded, 388 
Magnificent, 301 Snapper, Bengal, 104 Blackspotted, 387 
Majestic, 312 Bigeye, 105 Carpet, 388 
Marquesas, 310 Black, 108 Juvenile,388 
Monster, 311 Black-banded, 107 Kai, 387 
Nakedhead, 302 Blackspot, 104 Margined, 388 
Ornate, 313 Blacktail, 106 Peacock,389 
Pink-spotted, 306 Bluestripe, 104 Spotted-tail, 389 
Randall's, 301 Brownstripe, 106 Spadefish, Batavia, 43 
Rayed, 311 Button, 105 Circular, 42 
Red-banded, 304 Checkered, 107 Golden, 42 
Red-margin, 303 Chinamanfish, 109 Longtin, 42 
Red-striped, 310 Dark-tailed, 106 Pinnate, 43 
Redbarred, 302 False Fusilier, 109 Shortfin, 43 
Redeyed,312 Five-lined, 104 Squirrelfish, Blackfin, 241 
Saddled, 307 Golden-lined, 105 Blackspot, 242 
Sand, 308 GreenJobfish, 110 Clearfin, 241 
Silverspot, 308 Humpback, 103 Crown, 242 
Slantbar, 302 Indian, 105 Dwarf, 243 
Spangled, 312 Longspot, 104 Gold-lined, 241 
Spotted, 301 Lunartail, 106 Peppered, 243 
Steinitz, 302 Malabar. 103 Pink, 243 
Tangaroa. 308 Mangrove Red, 106 Redcoat, 244 
Target, 306 Midnight, 108 Sabre, 244 
Ventral-barred, 307 Onespot, 105 Samurai, 242 
Volcano, 304 Pinjalo, 108 Smallmouth, 242 
White-eye, 309 Pygmy, 106 Spotfin, 241 
Whitecap, 308 Red, 107 Tahitian, 243 
Wide-barred, 304 Red Emperor, 103 Tailspot, 243 
Yellow, 307 Russell's, 107 Three-spot, 242 
Yellow-lined, 312 Sailfin, 109 Violet, 244 
Yellow-spotted, 312 Slender Pinjalo, 109 Yellow-striped, 243 
Yellowfin, 311 Smalltooth Jobfish, 110 Stargazer, Reticulate, 385 
Yellownose.310 Spanish Flag, 104 

Whitemargin, 385 
Signalfish, Pearly, 286 

Timor, 103 
Stingray, Black-blotched, 456 Two-spot, 105 

Silver Biddy, Blacktip, 136 Yellowtail False Fusilier, 109 Cowtail, 456 
Deep-bodied. 136 

Soapfish, Arrowhead, 165 
Tahitian, 457 

Longtail, 136 
Doublebanded, 165 

Thorny, 457 
Oblong, 136 

Mottled, 166 
Whitetail, 456 

Silverside, Robust, 137 Ooellated, 166 Stonefish, Blue-eyed Stingfish, 
Slender, 137 Six-lined, 166 380 
Striped, 137 Spotted, 166 Dampier, 380 

Snake Eel, Banded, 444 Soldierfish, Big-scale, 241 
Estuarine, 380 

Black-finned, 445 Blotcheye, 240 
Many-barbed Stingfish, 381 

Black-striped, 444 Brick, 240 
Painted Stingfish, 380 

Blacksaddle, 445 Double-tooth, 239 
Reef, 380 

Convict, 444 Earl's, 241 Sunfish, Ocean, 421 

Crocodile, 443 East Indian, 239 Surgeonfish, Blackspine, 49 
Large-spotted, 445 Epaulette, 240 Blackstreak, 48 
Longtin, 446 Roughscale, 239 Blue-lined, 47 
Marbled, 444 Scarlet, 239 Brown, 50 
Napoleon, 445 Shadowfin. 240 Dark, 47 
Reptilian,443 Splendid, 240 Eyestripe, 48 
Saddled, 444 Violet, 240 Fine-lined, 49 
Sharpsnout, 443 Whitespot, 241 Indian Mimic, 46 
Spotted, 444 Whitetip, 239 Japanese, 47 
Stargazer, 443 Yellowfin, 239 Mirnic,46 



Orange-socket, 49 Toby, Ambon, 418 Blackspot, 194 
Orangeband, 45 Bicolored, 419 Blackwedge, 195 
Pale-lipped, 49 Black-saddled. 419 Blue, 194 
Palette, 50 Clown.419 Darkstripe, 195 
Powderblue, 47 Crown, 419 Graphic, 194 
Rmgtail, 49 Fingerprint, 417 Harlequin, 194 
Roundspot, 48 Honeycomb, 418 Singapore, 195 
Striped, 48 Lantern, 418 whitespot, 195 
Tennent's, 49 Leopard, 418 Whitestripe, 195 
White-freckled, 50 Papuan,417 u White-spotted, 45 Rivulated, 419 
Whitebar, 46 Shy, 419 Unicomfish, Barred, 55 

Whitefin, 50 Spotted, 417 Bignose, 55 

Whitetail, 48 Tyler's, 418 Blackspine, 54 

Yellowfin, 48 Whitebelly, 417 Bluespine, 54 

Yellowmask, 47 Toothpony, 137 
Bluetail, 53 
Gray, 53 

Sweeper, Copper, 403 Triggerfish, Black, 408 Humpback, 54 
Golden, 404 Blackpatch, 407 Humpnose, 55 
Mangula, 403 Blue, 405 Orangespine, 55 
Silver, 403 Bridled, 406 Sleek, 54 
Vanikoro, 403 Clown,404 Slender, 53 

Sweetlips, Blubberlip, 173 Crosshatch, 407 Spotted, 54 
Diagonal-banded, 170 Flagtail, 406 Whitemargin, 54 
Dotted, 172 Gilded,408 

Giant, 171 Halfmoon, 407 v 
Gold-spotted, 171 Indian, 408 Velvetfish, Lembeh, 385 

Goldstriped, 170 Oceanic, 409 Phantom, 385 

Indonesian, t 73 Orange-lined, 405 w 
Many-lmed, 170 Picasso, 407 

Many-Spotted, 172 Pin.ktail, 408 Wahoo, 131 

Oriental, 170 Redtooth, 408 Waspfish, Black, 382 

Ribbon, 171 Scythe, 406 Cockatoo, 381 

Silver. 173 Starry, 404 Estuary, 382 

Somber, 172 Titan, 404 Longfin, 378 

Striped, 171 Wedgetail, 407 Longspine, 382 

Yellowmargin, 405 Sailfin, 382 
T Triplefin, Andaman, 358 Spiny, 381 

Tang, Achilles, 45 Blackspot, 358 Whiteface. 381 

Brushtail, 51 Helen's, 357 Whiptail, Butterfly, 111 

Convict, 50 Highhat, 358 Coral, 112 

Indian Sailfin, 51 Largemouth, 359 Double, 110 

Longnose, 50 Miracle, 358 Japanese, 111 

Pacific Saillin, 51 Pale-spotted, 358 Nonhwest Australian, 111 

Yellow, 51 Philippine, 358 Paradise, 111 

Tarpon, Indo-Pacific, 134 Redfin,359 Small-toothed, 111 

Threadfin, Sixfeeler, 134 Rhinoceros, 359 Striped, 112 
Three-striped, 112 

Tilefish, Blue Blanquillo, 288 
Striped, 359 

White-shouldered, 112 Vulcan, 359 
Bluehead, 288 

Yelloweye, 357 Yellow-striped, 110 
Chlupaty's, 287 

Trurnpetfish, 401 Wobbegong, Northern, 450 
Flagtail Blanquillo, 288 Ornate, 450 
Pale, 287 1\una, Dogtooth, 131 Spotted, 450 
Purple, 288 Yellowfin, 131 Tasselled, 450 
Redlined, 288 Turretfish, Humpback, 396 Wormfish, Curious, 285 
Stocky, 287 Smallspine, 396 Onespot, 285 
Yellow, 287 Tuskfish, Anchor, 195 Onestripe, 285 

Toadfish, Banded, 368 Baldchin, 194 Orangestripe, 285 



Wrasse, Allen's Tubelip, 235 
Angular Flasher, 203 
Arenatus, 221 
Argus, 216 
Atavia, 227 
Axilspot, 216 
Backstriped, 196 
Barred Thicklip, 208 
Bicolor Cleaner, 237 
Bird, 209 
Black, 204 
Black Spot, 217 
Blackspot Cleaner, 237 
Black-eared, 215 
Blackeye Thicklip, 208 
Blackrnargined, 221 
Blue Flasher, 202 
Blue-spotted, 206 
Bluesided, 196 
Bluestreak Cleaner, 237 
Canary, 212 
CanarytOp, 212 
Candystripe, 210 
Celebes, 220 
Chain-lined, 213 
Checkerboard, 218 
Choat's, 204 
Cigar, 210 
Cockerel, 228 
Coral Sea, 198 
Cosmetic, 219 
Crescent,223 
Cryptic, 228 
Cutribbon, 225 
Disappearing, 225 
Dotted, 199 
Double Header, 189 
Dusky, 217 
Eightstripe, 225 
Elegant, 207 
Exquisite, 199 
Feminine,206 
Filamented Flasher, 202 
Fivestripe, 222 
Flagfin, 228 
Floral, 193 
Fourline,224 
Fourstripe, 226 
Geographic, 207 
Goldstripe, 214 
Goldstripped, 207 
Green-headed,214 
Greenback, 217 
Greyhead, 213 
Humphead, 193 
Hybrid Flasher, 203 
Indian Pinstriped, 214 

Irian Jaya, 197 
Jansen's, 221 
Javan, 197 
Kaleidios, 227 
Kuiter's, 203 
Ladder, 222 
Leopard, 204 
Lined,205 
Linedcheeked,220 
Lubbock's , 199 
Magenta-streaked, 198 
Mccosker's Flasher, 203 
Micronesian Tubelip, 236 
Midget, 226 
Morrison's, 201 
Nebulous, 217 
New Guinea, 207 
Northern Tubelip, 236 
Orangeback, 201 
OrangeHead, 204 
Oriental, 220 
Ornate, 219 
Pale, 218 
Pastel Ring, 211 
Pastel-green, 212 
Peacock, 200 
Pennant, 197 
Philippine, 192 
Pink Flasher, 203 
Pinsmped, 213 
Purple-Lined, 202 
Randall's, 202 
Red-margined, 198 
Redback, 197 
Redback Ring, 211 
Redbreasted, 193 
Redfin, 198 
Redlip Cleaner, 236 
Redhead,215 
Redshoulder. 224 
Redspot, 192 
Redtailed, 200 
Rhomboid, 202 
Ring,210 
Ringtail, 221 
Rockmover, 231 
Royal, 227 
Rust-banded, 192 
Samoa, 198 
Seagrass.219 
Sharpnose, 209 
Shoulderspot, 209 
Sixbar, 223 
Sixstripe, 226 
Slender, 221 
Slingjaw, 208 
Smalltail, 227 

Snooty, 193 
Solor, 201 
Southern, 225 
Southern Tubelip, 236 
Sunset, 222 
Surge, 223 
Tailspot, 225 
Three-blotch, 218 
Three-line, 224 
Threespot, 215 
Torpedo, 226 
Tripletail, 192 
Tubelip, 234 
Two-spotted, 219 
Two-tone. 223 
Twospot, 220 
Twotone, 216 
Walindi, 200 
Wedge-tailed, 235 
Weedy Surge, 218 
Western King, 190 
White-spotted, 205 
Whitebanded Pygmy, 209 
Wisata, 219 
Yellow-breasted, 206 
Yellowband, 197 
Yellowface, 214 
Yellowfin Fairy, 198 
Yellowfin Flasher, 203 
Yellowtail, 205 
Yellowtail Tubelip, 235 
Zigzag, 215 



SCIENTIFIC NAME INDEX 
A 
Abalistes stellatus, 404 

Ablabys macracantbus, 381 
taenianotus, 381 

Abudefduf bengalensis, 61 
lorenzi, 61 
notatus, 61 
septemtasciatus, 61 
sexfasciatus, 61 
sordidus, 61 
vaigiensis, 62 
wbitleyi, 62 

Acantbocepola breviata, 287 

Acanthocbromis polyacanthus, 86 

Acanthocybium solandri, 131 

Acanthopagrus berda, 121 

Acanthurus achilles, 45 
albipectoralis, 50 
auranticavus, 49 
bariene, 48 
blochii, 49 
dussumieri, 48 
fowleri, 49 
grammoptilus, 49 
guttatus, 45 
japonicus, 47 
leucocbeilus, 49 
Jeucopareius, 46 
Jeucostemon, 47 
lineatus, 48 
maculiceps, 50 
mata, 47 
nigricans, 47 
nigricaudus, 48 
nigrotuscus, 50 
nigroris, 47 
nubilus, 47 
olivaceus,45 
pyroterus, 46 
tennenti, 49 
thompsoni, 48 
triostegus, 50 
tristis, 46 
xanthopterus, 48 

Acentrogobius janthinopterus, 316 

Acentronura breviperula, 425 

Acreicbtbys radiatus, 414 
tomentosus, 414 

Aeoliscus strigatus, 401 

Aetbaloperca rogaa, 163 

Aetobatus narinari, 457 

Aioliopsmegastigma, 284 

Alectis ciliaris, 124 

Altrichthys azurelineatus, 63 
curatus, 63 

Aluterus monoceros, 409 

scriptus, 409 

Aman.ses scopas, 409 

Ambassis macracantbus, 267 

Amblycirrhitus bimacula, 167 

Amblyeleotris arcupinna, 303 
diagonalis, 302 
tasciata, 304 
fontanesli, 303 
gymnocepbala, 302 
latifasciata, 304 
periophtbahna, 303 
rhyax, 304 
steinitzi, 302 
wbeeleri, 304 

Amblyglypbidodon curacao, 62 
indicus, 63 
Jeucogaster, 63 
tematensis, 62 

Amblygobius buanensis, 314 
bynoensis, 315 
decussatus, 314 
esakiae, 315 
hectori, 314 
nocturnus, 314 
phalaena, 315 
rainfordi, 314 
semicinctus, 315 
sphynx, 315 

Amblypomacentrus 
breviceps, 63 
clams, 63 

Ampbichaetodon howensis, 27 

Ampbiprion akallopisos, 64 
akindynos, 66 
biaculeatus, 67 
chrysoptems, 64 
clarkii, 65 
epbippium, 66 
frenatus, 65 
latezonatus, 66 
leucokranos, 64 
mccullocbi, 66 
melanopus, 65 
ocellaris, 67 
percula, 67 
perideraion, 64 
polymnus, 66 
rubrocinctus, 67 
sandaracinos, 64 
sebae, 66 
tricinctus, 64 

Anacantbus barbatus, 413 

Anampses 
caeruleopunctatus, 206 
elegans. 207 
femininus, 206 
geographicus, 207 

lennardi, 207 
lineatus, 205 
meleagrides, 205 
neoguinaicus, 207 
twistii, 206 

Anaora tentaculata, 292 

Andamia tetradactylus, 344 

Anomalops katoptron, 401 

Antennarius biocellatus, 363 
coccineus, 366 
oommersoni, 363 
cryptacantbus, 367 
dorehensis, 365 
hispidus, 365 
maculatus, 365 
nummifer, 366 
pictus, 364 
randalli, 367 
striatus, 366 
tuberosus, 367 

Anyperodon 
leucogrammicu~ 154 

Aphareus furca, 110 

Apistus carinatus, 378 

Apogon amboinensis, 255 
angustatus, 248 
apogonides, 251 
aureus, 251 
bandanensis, 253 
capricornis, 246 
cavitiensis, 250 
ceramensis, 255 
chrysopomus, 252 
chrysotaenia, 250 
cladophilus, 255 
compressus, 248 
cookii, 249 
crassiceps, 247 
cyanosoma, 250 
dispar, 264 
emiomatus, 247 
endekataenia, 249 
evermanni, 247 
exostigma, 254 
fleurieu, 251 
fraenatus, 255 
tragilis, 256 
franssedai, 256 
tuscus,253 
gilberti, 259 
griffini, 253 
guamensis, 253 
hartzfeldli, 257 
hoevenli, 251 
holotaenia, 249 
hyalosoma, 258 
kallopterus, 254 
kiensis, 252 



komodoensis, 251 
Iateralis, 255 
Jeptacanthus, 259 
lineomaculatus, 254 
Juteus, 251 
margaritophorus, 247 
melas, 259 
moluccensis, 252 
monospilus, 258 
muJtilineatus, 249 
nanus, 256 
neotes, 256 
nigrofasciatus, 248 
norfolcensis, 258 
notatus, 246 
novemfasciatus, 247 
ocellatus, 259 
ocellicaudus, 256 
oederleini, 249 
parvu]us, 256 
perlirus, 259 
properupta, 250 
quadrifasciatus, 252 
rhodopterus, 257 
rubrimacula, 252 
rueppellii, 258 
sealei, 252 
selas, 255 
taeniophorus, 248 
talboti, 247 
thermalis, 258 
timorensis, 260 
tlimaculatus, 257 
uninotatus, 260 
wassink:i, 250 

Apolemichthys gritfisi, 31 
trimaculatus, 31 
xanthopunctatus, 31 

Aprion virescens, 110 

Apterichtus klazingai, 443 

Aptychotrema rostrata, 455 

Archamia biguttata, 260 
fucata, 260 
goni, 261 
Ieai, 261 
macroptera, 260 
melasma, 260 
zosterophora, 261 

Ariosoma anagoides, 446 

Arothron caeru!eopunctatus, 414 
hispidus, 414 
immaculatu~415 
manilensis, 415 
mappa, 415 
meleagris, 416 
nigropunctatus, 416 
reticularis, 414 
stellatus, 415 

Aseraggodes kaianus, 387 
melanostictus, 387 

Aseraggodes sp., 388 

Aspidontus dussumieri, 339 
taeniatus, 339 

Assessor flavissimus, 278 
macneilli, 278 
randalli, 278 

Asterorhombus fijiensis, 386 

Asterropteryx bipunctatus, 316 
ensiferus, 316 
semipunctatus, 316 
striatus, 316 

Atelomycterus marmoratus, 452 

Atherinomorus 
endrachtensis, 137 
Iacunosus, 137 

Atrosalarias fuscus, 345 

Aulostomus chinensis, 401 

B 
Balistapus undulatus, 405 

Balistoides conspicillum, 404 
viridescens, 404 

Belonepterygium 
fasciolatum, 278 

Belonoperca chabanaudi, 165 

Blenniella gibbifrons, 344 
interrupta, 344 
paula, 344 
periophthalmus, 345 

Bodianus anthioides, 230 
axillans, 228 
bilunulatus, 229 
bimaculatus, 230 
diana, 230 
Ioxozonus, 229 
mesothorax, 229 
opercularis, 231 
perditio, 230 
prognathus, 230 

Bothus mancus, 386 
pantherinus, 386 

Brachypterois serrulata, 372 

Brachysomophis 
cirrocheilos, 443 
crocodilinus, 443 
henshawi, 443 

Brotula multibarbata, 279 

Bryaninops amplus, 335 
erythrops, 334 
loki, 335 
natans, 334 
tigris, 335 
yongei, 335 

Bulbometopon muricatum, 187 

c 
Caesio caeru!aurea, 141 

cuning, 141 
Junaris, 141 

teres, 141 
varilineata, 141 
xanthonota, 141 

Callechelys catostoma, 444 
marmorata, 444 

Callionymus keeleyi, 292 
parvus, 292 
superbus, 292 

Callogobius clitellus, 317 
hasseltii, 317 

Calloplesiops altivelis, 279 

Calotomus carolinus, 178 
spinidens, 178 

Calumia profunda, 337 

Cantherbines dumerili, 410 
fronticinctus, 410 
pardalis,410 

Canthidermis maculatus, 409 

Canthigaster amboinensis, 418 
bennetti, 417 
callistema, 419 
compressa, 417 
coronata, 419 
epilampra, 418 
janthinoptera, 418 
Ieoparda, 418 
ocellicincta, 419 
papua,417 
rivulata, 419 
smithae, 419 
solandri, 417 
tyleri, 418 
valentini, 419 

Caracanthus maculatus, 385 

Carangoides bajad, 125 
fulvoguttatus, 124 
gymnostethus, 124 
oblongus, 125 
orth~u~ 125 
plagiotaenia, 125 

Carangoides ferdau, 126 

Caranxignobili~ 127 
melampygus, 126 
papuensis, 126 
sexfasciatus, 126 
ugubris, 126 

Carcharhinus albimarginatus, 453 
amblyrhynchos, 453 
falciformis, 454 
galapagensis, 453 
Jeucas, 454 
Iimbatus, 454 
melanopterus, 454 
obscurus.453 
plumbeus, 453 

Centriscus scutatus, 401 

Centrogenys vaigiensis, 166 

Centropyge aurantius, 35 
bicolor, 33 



bispinosus, 35 lwwla, 21 Cheiloprion labiatus, 67 
colini, 32 lunulatus, 19 Chelmon marginalis, 29 
eibli, 34 melannotus, 18 muelleri, 29 
ferrugatus, 35 mertensii, 19 rostratus, 29 
flavicauda, 34 meyersi, 26 Chelonodon patoca, 420 
fla vipectoralis, 34 modestus, 27 

Chilomycterus orbicularis, 420 flavissimus, 33 nippon, 23 
beraldi, 33 ocellicaudus, 18 reticulatus, 420 

botumatua, 32 omatissimus, 26 spilostylus, 420 

interruptus, 32 oxycepbalus, 25 Chiloscyllium freycineti, 451 

Ioricula, 35 pelewensis, 24 ocellatum, 451 
multicolor, 32 plebeius, 20 plagiosum, 451 

multispinis. 34 punctatofasciatus, 24 t.rispeculare, 452 

nigriocellus, 32 quadrimaculatus, 25 Cblorurus bleekeri, 175 
nox, 34 rafflesi, 21 bowersi, 176 
sbepardi, 35 rainfordi, 27 capistratoides, 175 
tibicen, 33 reticulatus, 23 frontalis, 178 
vroliki, 34 selene, 18 japanensis, 178 
woodheadi, 33 semeion, 21 mirtrorhinos, 177 

Cephalopholis argus, 154 smithi, 22 sordidus, 176 

boenak. 155 speculum, 20 strongycephalus, 177 

cyanostigma, 154 tinkeri, 22 troschelii, 175 

formosa, 155 triangulum, 19 Cboerodon anchorago, 195 
leopardus, 155 trichrous, 23 cyanodus, 194 
microprion, 157 tricinctus, 18 fasciatus, 194 
miniata, 156 trifascialis, 17 graphicus, 194 
polleni, 155 trifasciatus, 19 jordani, 195 
sexmaculata, 156 ulietensis, 25 monostigma, 195 
sonnerati, 156 unimaculatu~20 oligacanthus, 195 
spiloparaea, 155 vagabundus, 17 rubescens, 194 
urodeta, 155 wiebeli, 21 schoenleinii, 194 

CephaloscyJlium umbratile, 452 xanthurus, 19 vitta, 195 

Ceratobregma belenae, 357 Chaetodontoplus ballinae, 39 zosterophorus, 195 

Cercamia eremia, 261 caeruleopunctatus, 38 Choeroichthys brachysoma, 425 

Cetoscarus bicolor, 179 
chrysocephalus, 38 cinctus, 425 

conspicillatus, 38 Cboridactylus multibarbus, 381 
Chaetodermis penicilligera, 411 dimidiatus, 39 Chromis acares, 83 
Chaetodon adiergastos, 18 duboulayi, 38 agilis, 80 

argentatus, 22 melanosoma, 39 albomaculata, 80 
assarius, 17 meredithi, 38 alleni, 84 
aureofasciatus, 27 mesoleucus, 39 alpha, 80 
auriga, 17 personifer, 38 amboinensis, 81 
auripes, 21 septentrionalis, 37 analis, 85 
baronessa, 19 Chanoschano~ 129 atripectar~. 81 
bennetti, 20 

Cbeilinus cblorourus, 193 atripes, 82 
burgessi, 22 

fasciatus, 193 caudalis, 83 
Chaetodon, 26 oxycephalus, 193 chrysura, 83 

citrinellus, 24 trilobatus, 192 cinerascens, 84 
collare, 26 undulatus, 193 delta, 84 
daedalma,23 dimidiata, 82 
declivis, 22 Cheilioapterygia, 210 elerae, 84 
decussatus, 17 inermis, 210 flavipectoralis, 82 
ephippium, 24 Cheilodipterus alleni, 261 flavomaculata, 80 
falcula, 25 artus, 262 tumea, 81 
flavirostris, 23 intermediu~262 iomelas, 82 
flavocoronatus, 22 isostigmus, 263 Iepidolepis, 84 
guentheri, 18 macrodon, 262 Ieucura, 84 
guttatissimus, 24 nigrotaeniatus, 263 lineata, 85 
interruptus, 20 parazonatus, 263 margaritifer, 83 
kleinii, 21 quinquelineatus, 263 nitida, 86 
lineolatus, 25 singapurensis, 263 notata, 80 
litus, 23 zonatus, 263 opercularis, 85 



ovatiformes, 82 
retrofasciata. 86 
scotocbiloptera, 81 
tematensis, 81 
vanderbilti, 85 
viridis, 81 
weberi, 85 
westaustralis, 80 
xanthochira, 82 
xanthura, 83 

Cbrysiptera biocellata, 76 
bleekeri, 73 
brownriggii, 72 
caeruleolineata, 72 
cyanea, 75 
cymatilis, 75 
flavipinnis, 74 
glauca, 76 
hemicyanea, 74 
lruiteri, 76 
oxycephala, 76 
parasema, 74 
rex, 73 
rollruJdi, 73 
sinclairi, 75 
springeri, 75 
starcki, 74 
talboti, 73 
taupou, 74 
traceyi, 75 
tricincta, 76 
unimaculata, 72 

Cirrbilabrus aurantidorsalis, 201 
condei, 197 
cyanopleura, 196 
exquisitus, 199 
filamentosus, 197, 202 
Jlavianalis, 198 
joanallenae, 197 
katherinae, 196 
laboutei, 198 
lineatus, 202 
lubbocki, 199 
luteovittatus, 197 
morrisoni, 201 
punctatus, 199 
randalli, 202 
rhon1boidalis,202 
rubrimarginatus, 198 
rubripinnis, 198 
scottorum, 200 
solorensis, 201 
temminckii, 200 
tonozukai, 197 
walindi, 200 
walshi, 198 

Cirrhitichthys aprinus, 167 
aureus, 167 
falco, 167 
oxycepbalus, 167 
pinnulatus, 168 
polyactis, 168 
splendens, 168 

Cirripectes auritus, 345 
castaneus, 346 
chelomatus, 346 
filamentosus, 346 
polyzona, 345 
springeri, 346 
stigmaticus, 347 
variolosus, 346 

Cleidopus gloriamaris, 403 

Cociella punctata, 384 

Conger cine reus, 446 

Congrogadussubducens, 278 

Coradion altivelis, 29 
chrysozonus, 29 
melanopus, 29 

Corisauncularis, 190 
aurilineata, 191 
aygula, 190 
batuensis, 191 
caud1rnacula, 191 
dorsomacula, 190 
pictoides, 191 

Coryphaena hippurus, 421 

Coryphopterus aureus, 322 
duospilus, 321 
inframaculatus,322 
neophytus, 321 
signipinnis, 322 

Corythoichthys, 423 
amplexus, 423 
flavofasciatus, 424 
haematopterus, 425 
intestinalis, 424 
nignpectus, 425 
ocellatus, 425 
polynotatus, 424 
schultzi, 425 

Crerumugil crenilabis, 133 

Cristatagobius Jophius, 316 

Cromileptes altivelis, 163 

Crossosalarias macrospilus, 354 

Cryptocentrus 
caeruleomaculatus, 304 
cinctus, 305 
cyanotaenia, 305 
fasciatus, 305 
inexplicatus, 306 
insignitus, 306 
leptocephalus, 306 
leucostictus, 307 
pavonioides, 308 
polyopbthalmus, 306 
strigilliceps, 306 

Ctenochaetus binotatus, 53 
cyanocbeilus, 52 
bawaiiensis, 52 
marginatus, 53 
striatus, 52 
tominiensis, 53 

Ctenogobiops aurocingulus, 308 
crocineus, 308 
feroculus, 308 
pomastictus, 308 
tangaroai, 308 

Cymbacepbalus beaufoltl, 383 

Cymo/utes praetextatus, 231 
torquatus, 232 

Cypbo purpurascens, 271 

D 
Dactyloptena orientalis, 369 

Dactylopus dactylopus, 289 
lruiteri, 289 

Dampierosa daruma, 380 

Dascyllusaruanus, 77 
auripinnis, 77 
carneus, 78 
chrysopoecilus, 79 
flavicaudus, 77 
melanurus, 77 
reticulatus, 78 
trimaculatus, 77 

Dasyatis kuhlii, 456 

Decapterus macarellus, 129 
russelli, 129 

Dendrochirus biocellarus, 369 
bracbypterus, 369 
zebra. 371 

DiagranJma picrum, 173 
sp., 172 

Diodon bolocanthus, 421 
byst.rix, 421 
liturosus, 421 

DiplogranJmus goramensis, 293 
xenicus, 293 

Diploprion bifasciarum, 165 

Diproctacanthus xanthurus, 235 

Dipterygonatus balteatus, 140 

Discbistodus darwinensis, 79 
fasciatus, 79 
melanotus, 78 
perspicillatus, 78 
prosopotaenia, 78 
pseudochrysopoecilu~ 79 

Discordipinna griessingeri. 317 

Doryrhanlphus boylei, 429 
dactyliopJJOIUS, 428 

E 

excisus, 427 
janssi, 428 
japonicus, 428 
multi8llDulatus, 428 
negrosensis, 428 
pessuliferus, 428 

Ebosia bleekeri, 371 

Echeneis naucrates, 402 



Ecllidna albimarginatus, 437 
breedeni, 437 
buroensis, 437 
cbilospilus, 440 
cblamydatus, 437 
cribroris, 440 
delicatula, 436 
erugmaticus, 438 
eurostus. 440 
tavagineus, 439 
fimbriatus, 438 
flavimarginatus, 439 
gracilicauda, 438 
berrei, 437 
isingteena, 439 
javanicus, 439 
melatremus, 437 
meleagris, 439 
minor. 438 
nebulosa, 436 
nudivomer. 439 
polyzona, 436 
richardsoni, 440 
rueppelliae. 438 
tile, 440 
undulatus, 440 
vittata, 441 
zonipectis, 441 

Ecbinogobius bayashii, 313 

Ecsenius alieni, 348 
australianus, 347 
axelrodi, 348 
bandanus, 349 
bathi. 349 
bicolor, 350 
bimaculatus. 349 
collettei, 34 7 
dilemma, 349 
fijiensis, 348 
kurti, 352 
Jineatus, 352 
lividanalis, 350 
Jubbocki, 347 
melarchus, 351 
midas, 351 
monoculus, 347 
namiyei, 353 
oculus, 352 
ops, 350 
opsiirontalis, 348 
pictus, 353 
prooculis, 352 
schroederi, 353 
selliier, 352 
stictus, 353 
stigmatura, 352 
taeniatus, 351 
tigris, 348 
tricolor, 351 
trilineatus, 349 
yaeyamaensis. 353 

E1agatis bipinnulatus, 127 

E1apsopis versicolor, 444 

Encbeliopbis bomei, 298 

Encbelycore bayeri, 435 
lichenosa. 435 
pardalis,435 
scbismatorbyncbus, 435 

Encbelynassa canina, 436 

Engyprosopon grandisquama. 
386 

Enneapterygius flavoccipitis, 
357 
mirabilis, 358 
pallidoserialis, 358 
pbiJippinus, 358 
tutuilae, 358 

Epibulus insidiator. 208 

Epinephe1us areo1atus, 159 
bilobatus, 159 
bleekeri, 158 
bontoides, 158 
caeruleopunctatus, 161 
cblorostigma, 157 
coioides, 162 
corallicola. 158 
cyanopodus. 158 
erythrurus, 160 
fasciatus. 163 
tuscoguttatus, 162 
hexagonatus, 160 
howlandi, 159 
Ianceolatus, 162 
1ongispinis, 158 
macrospilos, 158 
maculatus, 161 
malabaricus, 162 
me1anostigma, 160 
merra, 159 
miliaris, 160 
multinotatus, 161 
ongus, 161 
polyphekadion, 160 
quoyanus, 159 
civulatus, 163 
socialis, 157 
spilotoceps, 160 
tauvina, 159 
tukula, 162 
undulosus, 162 
waandersi, 157 

Eucrossorhinus dasypogon, 450 

Eurypegasus draconis, 368 

Eviota albolineata, 321 

Eviota, 320 
guttata, 319 
Iachdeberei, 318 
1atiiasciata, 318 
melasma, 318 
mik:Iae, 319 
nigriventris, 320 
pellucida, 319 

prasina, 317 
prasites, 319 
punctulata, 319 
queenslandica, 317 
sebreei, 318 
sigillata, 318 
smaragdus, 318 
stortbynx, 317 

Exallias brevis, 354 

Exyrias bellisimus, 321 
ferrarisi, 320 
puntang, 320 

F 
Fistularia commersonii, 400 

Foafo. 264 
hyalina, 264 

Forcipiger flavissimus, 30 
1ongirostris, 30 

Fowleria marmorata, 264 
vaiulae, 264 
variegata, 264 

G 
Galeocerdo cuvier, 453 

Gazza minuta, 137 

Genicanthus bellus, 39 
caudovittatus, 40 
lamarck, 41 
melanospilos, 40 
semicinctus, 40 
semifasciatus, 41 
watanabei, 41 

Gerres acinaces. 136 
erytbrourus. 136 
ob1ongus, 136 
oyena, 136 

Glaucosoma magnificum, 137 

Glyptoparus delicatulus, 354 

Gnathanodon speciosus, 128 
Gnathodentex aureolineatus, 116 

Gnatholepis anjerensis, 325 
cauerensis, 324 

Gobiodon exigua, 323 

Gobipsis exigua, 323 
acicularis. 324 
ceramensis. 325 
citrinus, 324 
histrio, 325 
okinawae. 324 
quinquestrigatus, 324 
spilophthalmus, 324 

Gomphosus varius, 209 

Gorgasia maculata, 447 
preclara, 446 

Oracila albomarginata, 157 
Grammatorcynus bilineatus, 131 

Ounnelichthys curiosus, 285 
monostigma, 285 



pleurotaenia, 285 
viridescens, 285 

Gymnocaesio gymnoptera, 140 

Gymnocranius euanus, 117 
frenatus, 117 
grandoculis, 117 
griseus, 117 
microdon, 117 

Gymnomuraena zebra, 442 

Gymnosarda unicolor, 131 

H 
Halicampus brocki, 429 

macrorhynchus, 429 
mataalae, 429 
nitidus, 430 

Halichoeres argus, 216 
binotopsis, 219 
biocellatus, 219 
chlorocepbalus, 214 
chloropterus, 212 
chrysus, 212 
cosmetus, 219 
bortulanus, 218 
Jeucoxantbus, 212 
Jeucurus, 213 
margaritaceus, 218 
marginatus, 217 
melanocbir, 217 
melanurus, 213 
melasmapomus, 215 
nebulosus, 217 
nigrescens, 217 
omatissimus,219 
pallidus, 218 
papilionaceus, 219 
podostigma, 216 
prosopeion, 216 
ricbmondi, 213 
rubricepbalus, 215 
scapularis, 215 
solorensis, 214 
trimaculatus, 215 
trispilus, 218 
vrolikii, 214 
zeylonicus, 214 

Halieutaea sp., 368 

Halopbyrne diemensis, 368 

Helcogramma gymnaucben, 359 
rhinoceros. 359 
striatum, 359 
vulcanum, 359 

Hemiglypbidodon 
plagiometopon, 71 

Hemigymnus fasciatus, 208 
melapterus. 208 

Hemiscyllium strabani, 451 

Hemitaurichtbys polylepis, 30 
zoster, 30 

Heniochus acuminatus, 28 
chrysostomus, 28 
dipbreutes, 28 
monoceros, 28 
pleurotaenia, 28 
singularius, 27 
varius, 28 

Heteroconger enigmaticus, 447 
bassi, 447 
perissodon, 447 
polyzona, 447 
taylori, 447 

Heteroplopomus barbatus, 323 

Heteropriacanthus cruentatus, 244 

Himantura fai, 457 
granulata, 456 

Hippicbtbys cyanospilus, 430 

Hippocampus barbouri, 432 
bargibanti, 432 
comes, 433 
hystrix, 431 
kampylotracbelos, 433 
kuda, 433 
moluccensis, 433 
polytaenia, 433 
taeniopterus, 432 

Hipposcarus barid, 179 
longiceps, 179 

Histrio bistrio, 367 

Hologymnosus annulatus, 210 
doliatus, 211 
rhodonotus, 211 

Hoplolatilus chlupatyi, 287 
cuniculus, 287 
fronticinctus, 287 
luteus, 287 
marcosi, 288 
PlllJJUieus, 288 
starcki, 288 

Hypnos monopterygium. 456 

Hypoatherinabamesi, 137 

Hyporbampbus dussumieri, 135 

I 
Inegocia japonica, 383 

lniistius aneitensis, 232 
celebicus, 234 
pavo, 233 
pentadactylus, 233 
tetrazona, 234 

Inimicus caledonicus, 379 
didactylus, 379 
sinensis, 379 

Iracundus signifer, 373 

Istiblennius bellus, 354 
dussumieri, 355 
edentulus, 355 
lineatus, 355 

Istigobius decoratus, 325 
omatus, 326 
rigilius, 325 

K 
Kublia mugil, 136 

petit, 136 

Kyphosus bigibbus, 132 
cinerascens, 132 
comelii, 133 
vaigiensis, 132 

L 

Labracinus atrofasciatus, 273 
cyclophthalmus, 271 
lineatus, 270 

Labricbtbys unilineatus, 234 

Labropsis alleni, 235 
australis, 236 
bicolor, 237 
dimidiatus, 237 
manabei, 236 
micromesica, 236 
pectoralis, 237 
rubrolabiatus, 236 
xanthonota, 235 

Lactoria comuta, 393 
diaphana, 393 
fomasini, 393 
nasus, 393 

Lagocephalus sceleratus, 420 

Leiognathus bind us, 137 

Leiuranus semicinctus, 444 

Lepidozygus tapeinosoma, 87 

Leptoscarus vaigiensis, 178 

Lethrinus amboninensis, 121 
atkinsoni, 121 
erytbracantbus, 120 
erytbropterus, 121 
genivittatus, 120 
harak, 118 
laticaudis, 120 
Jentjan, 119 
microdon, 119 
miniatus, 120 
nebulosus, 118 
obsoletus, 119 
olivaceus, 118 
omatus, 121 
rubrioperculatus, 118 
semicinctus, 120 
variegatus, 121 
xanthocbilus, 118 

Liacbirus melanospilus, 388 

Liopropoma Jatifasciatum, 270 
multilineatum, 270 
susumi, 270 
tonstrinum, 270 

Liza vaigiensis, 133 



Lopbiocharon tns1gnatus, 368 urostigmus,340 Nemipterus furcosus, 112 

Lopbod!odon caJon, 421 vicinus. 340 Neocirrhitus armatus, 168 

Lotl1la graciliosa, 308 vittatus, 339 Neoglyphidodon bonang, 68 

Lupos1cya lupus, 336 Melichthys indicus, 408 carlsoni, 68 

Lut]anus argentimaculatus, 106 
niger, 408 crossi, 68 
vidua, 408 melas, 69 

bengaleDSIS, 104 
Mesopristes argenteus, 134 nigroris, 68 

bJguttatus, 105 
Microcanthus strigatus, 133 oxyodon,69 

bobar, 107 polyacanthus, 69 
boutton, 105 Micrognathus andersonii, 430 thoracotaeniatus, 70 
carponotatus. 104 pygmaeus, 430 

Neomyxus leuciscus, 133 
decussatus, 107 Minous pictus, 380 
ebrenbergii, 104 tracbycephalus. 380 Neoniphon argenteus, 241 

fulviilamma, 104 Mobula tarapacana. 457 
aurolineatus, 241 

fulvus, 106 opercularis, 241 

gibbus. 103 Mola mola. 421 sammara, 241 

kasmira, 104 Monacantbuschinensis, 410 Neopomacentrus aquadulcis. 89 

lemniscatus, 106 Monocentris japonicus, 403 azysron, 87 

lunulatus, 106 Monoda~sargenteus, 134 bankieri, 87 

Jutjanus, 105 MonotaXis grandoculis, 116 
cyanomos, 88 

madras, 105 mamentosus, 88 

malabaricus, 103 Myersina lacbneri, 310 nemurus, 88 

maxweberi, 106 larsonae, 309 taeniurus, 88 

monostigma. 105 nigrivirgata, 309 violascens, 88 

quinqueliJJeatus, 104 Myrichthys colubrinus, 444 Novaculichthys 
rufolineatus. 105 maculosus, 444 macrolepidotus, 231 
russelli, 107 Myripristis adusta, 240 taeniourus, 231 

sebae, 103 amaena,240 
0 semJcinctus, 107 bemdti, 241 

timorensis, 103 botcbe, 240 Odonus niger. 408 

vitta, 106 cbryseres, 239 Ogilb1a sp., 279 

Luzonichthys earlei, 142 ear/ei. 241 Ogilbyina novaehollandiae, 272 
waitei, 142 bexagona,239 queenslandiae. 272 
whitleyi, 142 kuntee, 240 velifera, 272 

M 
murdjan, 240 Omobranchus elongatus, 344 
pralinia, 239 obliquus, 344 

Macolor macularis, 108 trachyacron, 239 
Onigocia spinosa, 384 

niger, 108 vio/acea, 240 

Macrodontogobius wilburi, 326 vittata, 239 Ophic/Jthus bonaparti, 445 

Wooclsl, 241 cephalozona, 445 
Macropharyngodon cboati. 204 

N 
melanochir, 445 

kuiten, 203 polyopbthalmus, 445 
me/eagris, 204 Naso annulatus, 54 Opistognathus darwiniensis, 298 
negrosensis, 204 brachycentron, 54 dendritic!ls, 299 
omatus,204 brevirostris, 54 papuensis, 299 

Mab.idolia mystacina, 309 caeruleacauda, 53 solorensis, 299 
Malacanthus brevirostris, 288 

caesius, 53 
Oplopomops atherinoides, 326 bexacantbus, 54 

latovittatus, 288 lituratus, 55 Oplopomus caninoides, 326 
Manta birostris, 457 lopezi, 53 oplopomus, 326 

Megalops cyprinoides, 134 minor. 54 Orectolobus maculatus, 450 

Meiacanthus abditus, 340 thynnoides, 55 ornatus, 450 

anema, 341 tuberosus, 55 wardi, 450 

atrodorsalis, 339 unicornis, 54 Ostracion concatenatus, 396 
bundoon,340 Naucrates ductor, 128 cubicus, 395 
ctinitus, 341 NeanJJa octospina, 264 gibbosus, 396 
ditrema, 340 

Nebnus ferrugineus, 452 
meleagris, 394 

geminatus, 339 mimJcus, 396 
grammistes, 341 Negaprion acutidens, 454 pflugeri,396 

kamobarai, 340 Nemateleotris decora, 282 solorensis, 394 

lineatus, 341 beUrichi, 282 vanicolensis, 396 

smithi, 339 magnifica, 282 whitleyi, 395 



Oxycheilinus arenatus, 221 
bimaculatus, 220 
celebicus, 220 
digrammus, 220 
orientalis, 221 
rhodochrous, 220 
unifasciatus, 221 

Oxycirrhites typus, 166 

Oxymetopon compressus, 285 
cyanoctenosum,285 

0xyiDonacanthuslongirosOis, 410 

Oxyurichthys papuensis, 328 

p 

Pandaka pusilla, 327 

Papillogobius reichei, 321 

Paracaesio sordida, 1 09 
xanthura, 109 

Paracanthurus hepatus, 50 

Paracentropogon longispinus, 382 

Paracentropyge multifasciata, 32 
venusta, 31 

Parachaetodon ocellatus, 27 

Paracbeilinus angulatus, 203 
caipenteri, 203 
cyaneus, 202 
flavianalis, 203 
mccoskeri, 203 

Paracirrhites arcatus, 168 
hemistictus, 169 
nisus, 168 
xanthus, 169 

Paragobiodon echinocephalus, 325 

Paralticus amboinensis, 355 

Paraluteres arquat, 411 
prionurus, 411 

Paramonacanthus 
choirocephalus, 413 
japonicus, 413 

Parapercis clathrata, 293 
cylindrica, 294 
hexopbthalma,293 
lineopunctata, 295 
maculatus, 294 
millipunctata, 294 
multiplicata, 294 
schauinslandi, 295 
snyderi,296 
tetracantha, 294 
xanthozona, 295 

Paraploactis kagoshimensis, 385 

Paraplotosus albilabris, 402 

Parapriacanthus ransonneti, 404 

Parapterois hetururus, 371 

Parascorpaena mossambica, 374 
picta, 374 

Parioglossus formosus, 284 
interruptus, 284 
nudus, 284 
raoi, 284 

Parupeneus barberinoides, 398 
barberinus, 399 
bifasciatus, 397 
ciliatus, 399 
cyclostomus, 397 
beptacanthus, 398 
indicus, 399 
macronemua, 399 
multifasciatus, 398 
pleurostigma, 398 
rubescens. 398 
spilurus, 399 
trifasciatus, 397 

Pastinacbus sephen, 456 

Pegasusvolitans, 368 

Pempheris mangula, 403 
oualensis, 403 
scbwenkii, 403 
vanicolensis, 403 

Pentapodus, aureofasciatus, 110 
bifasciatus, 112 
caninus, 111 
emeryii, 110 
nagasakiensis, 111 
paradiseus, 111 
porosus, 111 
setosus, 111 
trivittatus, 112 

Pervagor altemans, 413 
aspricaudus, 412 
janthinosoma, 412 
melanocephalus, 412 
nigrolineatus,413 

Petroscirtes breviceps, 341 
fallax, 342 
mitratus, 342 
variabilis, 342 
xestus, 342 

Pholidichthys leucotaenia, 287 

Photoblepharon palpebratus, 401 

Phoxocampus tetrophthalmus, 430 

Phyllogobius platycephalops, 336 

Pinjalo lewisi, 109 
pinjalo, 108 

Pisodonophis cancrivorus, 446 

Plagiotremus laudandus, 343 
phenax, 342 
rhinorhyncho~343 

tapeinosoma, 342 

Platax batavianus, 43 
boersii, 42 
orbicularis, 42 
pinnatus, 43 
teira, 42 

Platybelone argalus, 135 

Plectorhinchus albovittatus, 171 
chaetodonoides, 172 
chrysotaenia, 170 
flavomaculatus, 171 
lessonii, 171 
lineatus, 170 
multivittatum, 170 
picus, 172 
polytaenia, 171 
unicolor, 173 
vittatus, 170 

Plectranthias inermis, 151 
longimanus, 151 
nanus, 151 
winniensis, 151 

Plectroglyphidodon dicldi, 71 
imparipennis, 71 
johnstonianus, 70 
lacrymatus, 71 
leucozonus, 71 
pboenixensis, 71 

Plectropomus areolatus, 165 
laevis, 165 
leopardus, 164 
maculatus, 164 
oligacanthus, 164 
pessuliferus, 165 

Plectrypops lima, 239 

Plesiops coeruleolineatus, 278 

Plesiops corallicola, 279 

Pleurosicya boldinghi, 336 
elongata, 336 
labiata, 336 
micheli,336 
mossambica, 337 

Plotosus lineatus, 402 

Poeciloconger fasciatus, 446 

Pogonoperca punctata, 166 

Polydactylus sexfilis, 134 

Pomacanthus annularis, 36 
imperator, 36 
navarchus, 36 
semicirculatus, 37 
sexstriatus. 37 
xanthometopon, 37 

Pomacentrus adelus, 94 
albimacuius, 89 
alexanderae, 97 
alieni, 92 
amboinensis, 89 
armillatus, 91 
auriventris, 92 
aurifrons, 99 
australis, 93 
azuremaculatus, 93 
bankanensis, 95 
brachialis, 97 



burroughi, 90 fasciatus, 150 polyacanthwn, 166 

chrysurus,95 fJavoguttatus, 150 Pseudojulofdes, 227 
coelestis, 92 hucbti, 146 atavai, 227 
cohru, 89 hutomoi, 148 cerasinus, 227 
cuneatus, 97 hypselosoma, 146 kaleidios, 227 
gemmospilus, 93 ignitus, 145 sevemsi, 227 
grammorhyncbus, 97 Iori, 150 Pseudomonacanthus 
uwtator 96 Iuzonensis, 148 macrurus, 412 
}8van.r.cus, 94 olivaceus, 148 

Pseudoplesiops 
komodoensis, 89 parvirostris, 149 

multisquamatus, 277 
lepJdogenys, 96 pascalus, 145 
limosus, 93 pictilis, 145, 151 Pseudorhombus 

bttoralis, 99 pleurotaenia, 143 dupliciocellatus, 387 

melanocbir, 99 randalli, 147 Pteragogus cryptus, 228 

milleri,91 rubrizonatus, 149 enneacanthus, 228 

moluccensis, 98 sbeni, 144 Dagellifer, 228 

nagasakiensis, 96 smithvanizi, 150 Pterapogon kauderni, 266 
nigromanus, 96 squamipinnis, 147 mirifica, 266 
nigromarginatus, 96 tuka, 146 Ptereleotris evides, 282 
opisthostigma, 90 venator, 144 grammica,282 
pavo, 92 ventralis, 143 hanae,283 
philippinus, 96 Pseudechidna brwnmeri, 441 heteroptera, 283 
polyspinus, 91 Pseudobalistes microlepis, 283 
proteus, 91 flavimarginatus, 405 monoptera, 283 
reidi, 93 fuscus, 405 uroditaenia, 283 
saksonof, 95 

Pseudocaranx dentex, 127 
zebra, 284 

similis, 92 Pterocaesio cbrysozona, 140 
simsiang, 98 Pseudocbeilinus ataenia, 226 digramma, 139 
smithi, 99 evanidus, 225 lativittata, 140 
spilotoceps, 89 hexataenia, 226 marri, 139 
stigma, 94 ocellatus, 225 pisang, 139 
taeniometopon, 98 octotaenia, 225 randalli, 140 
t.ripunctatus, 99 tetrataenia, 226 tessellata, 140 
vaiuli, 94 Pseudocbromis alleni, 276 tile, 139 
wardi, 99 andamanensis, 273 trilineata, 139 
xanthostemus, 99 bitaeniatus, 274 Pteroidichthys amboinensis, 372 

Pomachromis guamensis, 87 cyanotaenia, 273 
Pterois antennata, 370 

richardsoni, 87 elongatus, 277 
kodipungi. 371 

Priacanthus blochii, 245 
fJammicauda, 274 

miles, 371 
bamrur, 245 

fuscus, 275 
mombasae, 370 

Priolepis aureoviridis, 327 
bowsoni, 275 muricata, 370 
marsballensis, 276 

cincta, 327 moorei, 276 
radiata, 370 

inbaca, 327 paccagnellae, 274 
volitans, 370 

noctuma, 327 paranox, 276 Pygoplites diacanthus. 36 

Pristigenys niphonia, 244 perspicillatus, 276 R 
Pristotis obtusirostr, 101 polynemus, 277 

Rachycentron canadwn, 402 
Psammoperca waigiensis, 134 porphyreus, 274 

Rastrelliger kanagurta, 132 
Pseudaluttarius nasfcornis, 409 Pseudochromis, 274 

ransormetf, 277 Remora, 402 
Pseudamia gelatinosa, 265 

splendens, 277 Rhabdamia cypselurus, 265 
hayashii, 265 

steenef, 275 gracilis, 265 
zonata, 265 

wilsoni, 274 spilota, 265 
Pseudanthias aurulentus, 148 

Pseudocoris Rhina ancylostoma, 455 
bartlettorum. 142 

aurantiofasciatus, 192 Rhincodontypu~452 
bicolor, 144 
bimaculatus, 143 

bleekeri. 192 Rhinecanthus aculeatus, 407 

cooperi, 149 
heteroptera, 226 Junula, 407 

dispar, 145 
yamashiroi, 192 rectangulus, 407 

engelhardi, 144 Pseudodax mollucanus, 234 verrucosus, 407 

evansi, 142 Pseudogramma Rhinobatostypus, 455 



Rhinomuraena quaesita, 441 

Rhinopias aphanes, 372 
eschmeyeri, 373 
frondosa, 373 

Rhinoptera javanica, 457 

Rbynchobatus djiddensis, 455 

Rbynchostracion 
rhinorhyncbus, 394 

Richardsonichthys 
leucogaster, 381 

Rogadius patriciae, 384 
pristiger, 384 
welanderi, 384 

Rudarius excels us, 411 
minutus, 411 

s 
Salarias alboguttatus, 355 

celebicus, 356 
fasciatus, 356 
guttatus, 355 
obscurus,356 
patzneri, 356 
ramosus, 356 
segmentatus, 357 
sinuosus, 357 

Samaris cnstatus, 386 

Samariscus triocellatus, 387 

Sarda orientalis, 131 

Sargocentron 
caudimaculatum, 243 
comutum, 242 
diadema, 242 
ensiferum, 243 
iota, 243 
ittodai, 242 
melanospilos, 242 
microstoma, 242 
punctatissimum. 243 
rubrum, 244 
spiniferum, 244 
tiere, 243 
tiereoides, 243 
violaceum, 244 

Saurida gracilis, 296 
nebulosa, 296 

Scaevius milii, 112 
vitta, 112 

Scarus altipinnis, 186 
chameleon, 181 
dimidiatus, 180 
festivus, 187 
llavipectoralis, 180 
forsteni, 181 
frenatus, 181 
gbobban, 182 
globiceps, 183 

hypselopterus, 182 
koputea, 187 
longipinnis, 187 
niger, 186 
oviceps, 180 
prasiognatbos, 182 
psittacus, 183 
quoyi,187 
rivulatus, 183 
rubroviolaceus, 185 
russellii, 184 
schlegeli, 184 
spinus.184 
tricolor, 185 
virdifucatus, 187 
xanthopleura, 185 

Scatophagus argus, 59 
scheelei, 446 

ScolOpsiS a/finis, 115 
auratus, 116 
bilineatus, 113 
ciliatus, 114 
ghanam, 114 
lineatus, 115 
margaritifer, 114 
monogramma, 115 
taeniopterus, 113 
temporalis, 113 
trilineatus, 113 
vosmeri, 116 
xenochrous, 115 

Scomberoides 
commersonr.Uanus, 128 
lysan, 128 

Scomberomorus commerson, 131 

Scorpaenodes diabolus, 375 
guamensis, 374 
hirsutus, 374 
littoralis, 374 
macrochir, 376 
neglecta, 375 
oxycepbala, 376 
papuensis, 376 
parvipinnis, 375 
possi, 377 
varipinnis, 374 
venosa, 377 

Scuticaria okinawae, 442 
tigrina, 442 

Sebastapistes cyanostigma, 377 
mauritiana, 377 

Selarboops, 129 
crumenopbtbalmus, 129 

Selaroides leptolepis, 129 

Selenococa multifasciata, 59 

Seriola dumerili, 127 
lalandi, 127 
rivoliana, 127 

Serranocirrhitus latus, 150 

Siderea picta, 442 

Siganus argenteus, 58 
canaliculatus, 58 
corallinus, 57 
doliatus, 56 
fuscescens, 58 
guttatus, 56 
javus, 56 
lineatus, 56 
magnificus, 59 
puelloides, 57 
puellus, 56 
punctatissimus, 57 
punctatus, 57 
randalli, 57 
spinus, 58 
stellatus, 57 
unimaculatus, 59 
uspi, 59 
vermiculatus, 58 
virgatus, 56 
vulpinus, 59 

Signigobius biocellatus, 328 

Siokunichthys nigrolineatus, 431 

Siphamia corallicola, 266 
elongata, 267 
fuscolineata, 267 
tubifer, 267 
versicolor, 267 

Soleichthys heterorhinos, 388 

Solenostomus cyanopterus, 424 
halimeda.424 
paegnius,424 
paradoxus,423 

Sphaeramia nematoptera, 266 
orbicularis, 266 

Spbyraena barracuda, 130 
llavicauda, 130 
forsteri, 130 
helleri, 130 
jello, 130 
qenie. 130 

Sphyrnalewini, 455 
mokarran, 455 

Stanulus seychellensis, 357 

Stegastes albifasciatus, 101 
altus, 101 
apicalis, 101 
aureus, 100 
fasciolatus, 100 
gascoynei, 100 
lividus, 101 
nigricans, 101 
obreptus, 100 

Stegostoma fasciatum, 452 



Stemojulis bandanensis, 224 
mterrupta, 225 
notJalis, 225 
stngiventer, 224 
trilineata, 224 

Sconogobiops medon, 310 
nematodes, 310 
xanthorhinica, 310 

Strongylura incisa, 135 

Stropbidon sathete, 442 

Sut!Jamen bursa, 406 
chrysopterus, 406 
fraenatus, 406 

Symphorichthys spilurus, 109 

Symphorus nematophorus, 109 

Synanceia hoiTida, 380 
verruoosa, 380 

Synaptura marginata, 388 

Synclllropus bartlesi, 291 
momsoni, 290 
moyeri, 290 
ocellatus, 291 
picturatus, 289 
splendidus, 289 
stellatus, 291 

Syngnathoides biacuJeatus, 430 

Synoctus binotatus, 297 
dermatogenys, 296 

T 

jaculum, 297 
rubromarmoratus, 297 
variegatus, 297 

Taenianotus triacanthus, 378 
strongia, 378 

Taeniuralymma,456 
meyeni, 456 

Tathicarpus butleli, 368 

Teraponjacbua, 134 

Tetraroge barbata, 382 
mger, 382 

Tbalassoma. 221 
amblycephalum, 223 
hardwJCke, 223 
iansenii, 221 
lunare, 223 
lutescens, 222 
purpureum, 223 
quinquevittatum, 222 
trilobatum, 222 

Thunnus albacares, 131 

Thysanophrys arenicola, 383 
carbunculus, 383 
cbiltonae, 383 
otaitensis, 384 

Tomiyamichthys oni, 311 

Torquigener brevipinnis, 420 

ToxotesjacuJaUiK, 135 

Tracbinocephalus myops, 297 

Trachmotus balllonii, 128 
blocbi, 128 

Tracbyrhamphus 
bicoarctatus, 431 
longJ.Iostris, 431 

Tnaenodon obesus, 454 

Tncbonotus elegans, 286 
halstead, 286 
setJger, 286 

Tnmma anaima, 331 
benjamini, 329 
caesJUra, 330 
gri[titbsJ, 331 
halonevum, 328 
hoesei, 331 
macrophthalma, 329 
naudei, 330 
okinawae, 329 
rubromacuJatus, 330 
stobbsi, 331 
striata, 329 
taylori, 331 
tevegae, 330 

Tryssogobius oolini, 334 

Tylosurus croeodilus, 135 

u 
Ucla xenogrammus, 359 

Upeneus, 400 
arge, 400 
moluccensis, 400 
tragula, 400 
vittatus, 400 

Uranosoopussulpbureus, 385 

Uraspis he/vola, 126 

Urogymnus, 457 
aspemmus, 457 

Uropterygius, 443 
fasciolatus, 443 
macrocephalus, 443 

v 
Valamugil engeli. 133 

Valenciennes, 334 
alieni, 336 
bella, 334 
belsdingemi, 334 
immacuJata, 335 
limloola, 335 
longipinnis, 334 
muralis, 335 
parva, 335 
puellans, 335 
randalli, 334 

sexguttata, 336 
strigata, 334 
wardii, 336 

Vanderborstia, 314 
ambanoro, 315 
flavilineata, 314 
lanceolata, 315 
macropteryx, 314 
omatissima, 315 

Variola, 164 

albimargmata, 164 
Jouti, 164 

w 
Wetmorella, 209 

albofasciata, 209 
cyanopleura, 209 
nigropinnata, 209 

X 

Xanthicbthys, 407 
auromargmatus, 408 
mento, 407 

Xiphasia setJfer, 343 

y 

Yongeichthys nebulosus, 330 

z 
Zabidius novemacuJeatus, 43 

Zanclus comutus, 55 

Zebrasoma, 50 
desjardinii, 51 
flavescens, 51 
rostratum, 50 
soopas, 51 
veliferum, 51 

Zenarcbopterus dispar, 135 
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Quick Reference Index 
Anemonefishes 64 

Angelfishes 32 

Anthias 142 

Archerfishes 135 

Bandfishes 289 

Bannerfishes 27 

Barracudas 130 

Basslets 270 

Bigeyes 244 

Blennies 339 

Boxfishes 393 

Brotulas 279 

Butterflyfishes 18 

Cardinalfishes 246 

Catfishes 402 

Chubs 132 

Clingfishes 389 

Cobias 402 

Conger Eels 446 

Coral Breams 118 

Coral Crouchers 385 

Cornetfishes 400 

Cuskeels 279 

Damselfishes 61 

Dartfishes 284 

Devilfishes 278 

Diamondfishes 134 

Dolphinfishes 421 

Dottybacks 271 

Dragonets 291 

Eels 435 

Emperors 116 

Filefishes 409 

Flagtails 136 

Flashlightfishes 401 

Flatheads 383 

Flounders 386 

Frogfishes 363 

Fusiliers 139 

Garden Eels 446 

Ghost Pipefishes 423 

Goatfishes 396 

Gobies 303 

Groupers 154 

Grunters 134 

Gurnards 369 

Hawkfishes 167 

Hogfishes 228 

Jacks 124 

Jawfishes 300 

Lionfishes 369 

Lizardfishes 298 

Milkfishes 129 

Mojarras 136 

Molas 421 

Moorish Idol 55 

Morays 435 

Mullets 133 

Needlefishes 135 

Parrotfishes 175 

Pearl Perches 137 

Pearlfishes 300 

Pineconefishes 403 

Pipefishes 425 

Ponyfishes 137 

Porcupinefishes 420 

Puffers 414 

Rabbitfishes 56 

Razorfishes 231 

Remoras 402 

Sand Divers 288 

Sandperches 291 

Scats 59 

Scorpionfishes 379 

Sea Basses 154 

Sea Moths 368 

Seabreams 121 

Seahorses 431 

Sharks 450 

Shrimp Gobies 303 

Shrimpfishes 401 

Silversides 137 

Snake Eels 443 

Snappers 103 

Snooks 134 

Soapfishes 165 

Soldierfishes 239 

Soles 387 

Spadefishes 42 

Squirrelfishes 242 

Stargazers 385 

Stonefishes 372 

Surgeonfishes 45 

Sweepers 403 

Sweetlips 170 

Tarpons 134 

Threadfins 134 

Tilefishes 289 

Toadfishes 368 

Tobies 417 

Triggerfishes 404 

Trumpetfishes 401 

Tunas & Mackerels 125 

Tuskfishes 194 

Velvetfishes 385 

Waspfishes 381 

Worrnfishes 287 

Wrasses 189 




