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	Wilhelm Reich was a physician-scientist whose investigation of energy functions in human emotions led to the discovery of an unknown energy which exists in all living matter and in the cosmos. He called this energy "orgone."

Born in 1897 in the Austrian province of Galicia, Reich graduated from the Medical School of the University of Vienna in 1922.  A student of Sigmund Freud, he became one of the great psychoanalytic pioneers before his clinical studies led him into the laboratory and to investigations of the energy processes in nature.

Reich came to the United States in 1939 where he continued to study the manifestations and laws of orgone energy and to invent ways to make this energy usable. In 1954, the Federal Food and Drug Administration obtained an Injunction by default which ordered Reich's literature to be banned and destroyed. As a result, several tons of Reich's published books and journals were burned, constituting one of the most heinous acts of censorship in U.S. history. In his defense, Reich asserted to the Court that "Man's right to know, to learn, to inquire, to make bona fide errors, to investigate human emotions must, by all means, be safe, if the word FREEDOM should ever be more than an empty political slogan."  The Court rejected this defense and Reich was convicted of contempt of court and imprisoned in Lewisburg Penitentiary where he died on November 3, 1957. 

The Wilhelm Reich Museum at Orgonon was Reich's home and workplace. Located in the Rangeley Lakes Region of Maine and comprising 175 acres of fields and woodland with a system of trails and two major buildings, the museum represents and interprets the life and work of this renowned researcher and the environment in which he investigated the energy functions that govern all living matter.

The museum is owned and operated by The Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust, which was established by Reich in his will.  This non-profit Maine corporation is responsible for the protection and preservation of Reich's scientific legacy. Your contributions to support this task are essential. For longer term financial needs the Trust maintains an endowment fund.

The Orgone Energy Observatory, designed for Reich in 1948, has been entered in the National Register of Historic Places. Visitors are introduced to Reich's life and work by a video presentation. Biographical materials, inventions, and equipment used in his pioneering experiments are exhibited, and Reich's library, personal memorabilia, sculpture, and vivid paintings are also on view.  There is a discovery room and play area for children. The observatory deck on the roof provides a spectacular vista of the surrounding countryside. Reich's tomb, with its dramatic bronze portrait bust, stands in a forest clearing nearby. 

The Conference Center hosts PROGRAMS such as an annual Summer Conference on various aspects of Reich's work and its relation to current social and scientific issues. This building, formerly a students' laboratory, is also used for the museum's Natural Science Program, which stimulates awareness of the natural environment and provides educational opportunities for its study and appreciation. Museum offices are housed in the conference center and fund-raising events take place there.  

A BOOKSTORE/CATALOGUE gives access to all Reich's published work. This includes such essential volumes as Character Analysis, The Mass Psychology of Fascism, The Function of the Orgasm, The Cancer Biopathy, Children of the Future, Passion of Youth, Beyond Psychology, American Odyssey, and Orgonomic Functionalism. You can browse our catalogue and place orders from this web site.

The museum rents two year-round HOUSEKEEPING COTTAGES which were originally used by Reich as a study and a home. They are located on that part of the property which borders scenic Dodge Pond. Follow this link for more information on Camps Tamarack and Bunchberry.

MEMBERSHIP: Friends of the Wilhelm Reich Museum is a non-profit support organization incorporated in the State of Maine. It plays an important role in the museum's development. Membership privileges include: free admission to the museum, advance information and discounts on publications, and an annual newsletter. CLICK HERE to find out how you can join. 

For more information on the museum or its programs, cottages, book orders, membership, or to make a contribution to the Trust, please contact the museum office by phone, fax, e-mail, or regular mail.
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Tomb 
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Conference Building
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The main hall exhibits original artifacts and equipment used in Reich's pioneering experiments.

Address: 
The Wilhelm Reich Museum 
Orgonon
Dodge Pond Road
P.O. Box 687
Rangeley, ME 04970

Telephone/Fax: (207) 864-5156

Telephone: (207) 864-3443

E-Mail: wreich@rangeley.org


INTRODUCTION to ORGONOMY, PORE and WILHELM REICH
What is Orgonomy and Who is Wilhelm Reich
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WHAT IS ORGONE ENERGY? by Charles R. Kelley, Ph.D. ©1962 (update by author July 1999) 
Wilhelm Reich was the scientist who discovered orgone energy and developed the science of Orgonomy. He was born in 1897 and died in 1957. His scientific work spans the period from the 1920's through the 1950's. He spend most of his life scientifically researching the basic truth that underlies the character makeup of man and how it relates to his environment. It may take years for the knowledge discovered by him to be accepted as it was for Galileo to have the world understand that everything did not revolve around the Earth in space. Orgonomy is the scientific study of orgone (life energy) energy in living organisms, the earth, and the atmosphere as well as outer space. Orgone energy is best described as a pre-atomic (mass-free) energy. Its natural flow is vital to a healthy individual as well as life on earth. 

Orgonomy is a science created by Dr. Wilhelm Reich who lived in Austria, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, New York, and finally Rangeley, Maine from 1944-1957 until his death. Orgonomy covers many topics but begins with the theories of neurosis in humans as they are related to the natural flow of life energy being blocked in the body by traumatic experiences in life. Many also caused sexual impotency. Dr. Reich worked closely with Sigmund Freud during this work and the results are written in his books "The Function of the Orgasm - 1927" and "Character Analysis - 1933". Vegetative-therapy (Reichian therapy) was developed and created by Dr. Reich in the 1920's to 1930's and it is used in part by many of the current therapies practiced today such as gestalt therapy, bioenergetics, rolfing therapy, and primal scream therapy to name a few. His study of neurosis was applied to the masses in his work "The Mass Psychology of Fascism - 1933", "People in Trouble - 1936" and also in his books titled "The Invasion of Compulsory Sex-Morality - 1931", "The Sexual Revolution- 1935", "The Murder of Christ - 1951" and "Listen Little Man -1948". His work continued in the area of "The Bion Experiments" -- creation of life from inorganic matter. "His work continued with further studies into orgone energy (also known as chi, prana, and other eastern names). Wilhelm Reich performed several scientific experiments that objectified the presence of orgone energy - "The Cancer Biopathy - 1948". Many of his articles were written in journals including "Annals of the Orgone Institute", "International Journal of Sex-Economy and Orgone Research", "Orgone Energy Bulletin", and "Core" (Cosmic Orgone Engineering).......... as well as the book "Ether God and Devil / Cosmic Superimposition - 1951". He created instruments to accumulate orgone energy (orgone accumulators which speeded up natural healing of the body). He experimented with the reaction of orgone energy with nuclear radiation "The Oranur Experiment - 1951" which demonstrated the significant health dangers of low level radiation. He also created instruments that could return self-regulation to weather (the cloud buster) "Contact With Space - 1957". He did research on the source of ufo's energy, and discovered a motor force from orgone energy. He should be remembered most for his work for children. Through the entire period from the 1920's through the 1950s , he advocated for natural child-birth, natural parenting, self-regulation and for the sexual rights of youth and adults. 

Due to a criminal contempt of court charge in 1956, he was given a 2 year jail sentence. He began the 2 year sentence in1957. The xontempt of court charge was a result of an associate who didn't obey an injunction by the court in 1954 -- forbidding the transport of orgone accumulators across state lines --. This court ordered injunction was issued by default. Reich wrote a response via a letter to the Judge at the federal court in Portland, Maine.. Since Reich didn't actually go to court to contest the injunction, a default was isuued allowing the Decree for Injunction to become a formal Injunction as issued by the court. The Decree and the Injunction were initiated and sought for by the FDA (U.S.Food and Drug Administration). The court trial is a one of a kind with intrigue involving W.R. being prosecuted by his previous lawyer. Correspondence between Wilhelm Reich and the Airforce, the CIA, the FBI, were mentioned and made public during the trial. The court trial 1954-1956 resulted in W.R. being sentenced of 2 years in jail for "criminal contempt of court" and fines levied on W.R. and the Wilhelm Reich Foundation. He died in jail in 1957 a few months before a possible release from prison on parole if W.R. agreed never to work or write about Orgonomy again.. The journals and all his personal effects were never released from the jail authorities to his family members even after being requested. The (FDA) was allowed to burn his books in incinerators in NYC on at least 2 different times; once in the 50's and once in the 60's. 

Reich's work continues today through the valiant work of a few scientists and individuals world-wide. Pore's web page on the internet gives more info about the present and past work. Microfilms of most of his written work can be found at some universities in several states in America and a few other libraries in the world. Libraries have an interlibrary loan system that allow his books to become available to most. His estate called the "Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust Fund" is located in Rangeley, Maine at PO Box 687 and they continue to publish his works of writing and operate his home as a museum and the land as environmental exploration area for youths. There is much more about him that is impossible to write here in a short form. I can suggest to those who would like more information, that you read some of the many books he wrote in his life time. 

  Short Biographies 

· Orgone Energy: A Power Alternative by Paul Rourke 1977 - University student USM 

· The Controversial Life of Wilhelm Reich by Tiffany Schenk Grade 9 Feb 10, 1999 
· Wilhelm Reich (a short biography) by Joe Ledue © June 1998 - posted Feb 1999   

· Wilhelm Reich: dalla psicanalisi all'orgonomia by Franco Lucchi ©1997 
· Wilhelm Reich by Kimberly McGee -- 9th grade -- January 10,1999 

IA 220 ORGONE ENERGY: A POWER ALTERNATIVE 
by Paul Rourke 1977 - University student USM

http://www.orgone.org/articles/ax9rourke-a.htm
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   The purpose of this paper is to make the reader aware of the possibility of a newly discovered energy the implications of which are earth shaking. Did Columbus discover New York City, Chicago, or the fisheries in Maine? Nay, rather he discovered a stretch of seashore that up to then was unknown to Europeans. The discovery of orgone energy occurred in a similar fashion and that one single discovery represents the coastal stretch from which all else develops. An attempt will be made to present to the reader interested in basic scientific research and in basic concepts some of the facts --observational and experimental-- that gave rise to the new science of orgonomy as constituted by Wilhelm Reich, the discoverer of the orgone energy. In exploring orgone energy as a power alternative some rather speculative observations will be made to show some of the consequences which orgonomic research are likely to lead up to.
   Once a pupil of Sigmund Freud, Reich developed a differing opinion of the "libido" theory. Reich felt that libido was an energy function as opposed to a desire or instinct, finally viewing the orgasm as holding the key to the regulation of bioenergy. He postulated an orgasm formula pinpointing the energy process as having four beats: (1) mechanical tension, (2) bioelectrical charge, (3) bioelectrical discharge, and (4) relaxation. Further research became more encompassing: that in fact this basic biological formula comprehends the essence of all living functioning. Objective observation of the orgone energy revealed that it is present in the atmosphere, is related to the sun, extends through all space like "ether", is drawn in by all organisms, and is what accounts for the movement of all living things.
   From continued observations and experiments Reich, little by little, formulated a number of general laws and principles of orgone and its functioning. I shall enumerate the most important of these: (1) being mass free, orgone energy itself has no inertia thus making it difficult to measure with conventional techniques. (2) Orgone energy is universal and ubiquitous filling all space although in differing degrees; (3) it is the medium for electromagnetic and gravitational activity. It is held to be the sub-stratum of the most fundamental natural phenomena, the medium which light moves and electromagnetic and gravitational fields exert force; (4) it is negatively entropic. Orgone energy is attracted to concentrations of itself unlike heat or light, which manifest a direction from higher to lower potential. (An analogy is found in gravitation where the larger bodies attract or pull the smaller.) (5) Matter is created from orgone energy. Concentration and merging of individual streams of orgone can create matter where none previously existed. (6) Existing matter can, through the action of orgone energy, be organized spontaneously into living forms where no life previously existed. (7) Separate streams of orgone energy may be attracted to each other and then superimpose. The superimposition function is held to be the fundamental form of the creative process. In free space this superimposition is seen as galaxies and solar systems. In the atmosphere these streams converge into a spiral creating hurricanes and cyclones. In living nature two separate streams of energy flow together creating living organisms.
   The actual discovery of orgone occurred as a result of the consistent application of the functional technique of thinking. Phenomena observation and theory postulation must be followed, however, with empirical data to bring validity. In 1939, Reich was working with "bions" and accidentally discovered that some of the bions emitted an energy that did not obey the laws of any known form of energy. A bion is an energy vesicle, that is transitional in form between non-living and living matter. Peculiar optical phenomena developed when dozens of the bion cultures were kept in the same room simultaneously. Fog-like emanations and bluish dots and lines were observed and it seems that this concentration of bions made auras and rays from the hands visible to the non-clairvoyant observer. It was then found that paper, cotton, cellulose and other organic substances took up an energy from the bion cultures which gave a reaction in the electroscope. The fact that radiation from the cultures would affect an electroscope only through the indirect route of being used first to "charge" an insulating material was evidence to Reich that the radiation possessed different characteristics from any then known to science.
   From this point Reich deduced, from his given observations, that enclosing a space with alternating metallic and organic substances could accumulate orgone energy. What occurred within the accumulating device was a temperature rise of .2 degrees to 1.8 degrees C. The theory propounded by Reich to explain this temperature differential phenomenon is that stoppage of the kinetic energy particles results in a temperature rise. The metal radiates the energy both outside and inside. The energy radiated to the outside is absorbed by the organic outer layer while that radiated by the metal to the inside moves freely. Thus movement of energy toward the inside is free; while toward the outside it is being stopped. Reich elaborates that static electricity is different from electromagnetic forces: that static electricity is really similar to orgone; and that the electroscope which science says detects static electricity is actually an orgonoscope.
   An outline of basis concepts and research has been given but for the purpose of this paper it must be kept in mind that much more elaborate and conclusive research has been developed. Another problem of orgone physics and power technology of the future is how can this energy be utilized as or converted into a mechanical energy or motor force. A possible solution began in 1947 when Reich purchased a Geiger Muller counter. He placed the counter in a three-layer accumulator and after giving off several clicks per minute --background radiation-- it appeared to go dead. Three months later Reich gave it a fresh try only to find the counter producing 6000 clicks per minute. Tests showed these originated from the counter tube that apparently became saturated from the orgone in the accumulator. A few months later Reich, utilizing vacuum tubes thoroughly soaked in orgone, registered impulses of up to 100,000 per minute turning the counter point 1,000 times per minute. He thus theorized a new motor force since no ionization effects could be this powerful. The next step was to link this force to a motor. On June 24, 1948 in the presence of five witnesses Reich purported to have set a motor in motion. "The power of the future," cried Reich Joyfully.
   The implications of orgone as a motor force barely skims the surface of its potentials. To even contemplate the research possible when dealing with the medium of electromagnetic and gravitational fields reaches the very depths of creation. One may ask why isn't this research available and thoroughly explored today? The reasons are many, but a major contributing factor was that Reich felt mankind was not yet ready and when he died in 1957 much of the delicate research was sealed in his archives not to be divulged till fifty years after his death. The truth, I believe as did Reich, is that he was before his time and that it will take decades of continuing experiments before the scientific community realizes cosmic orgone energy.
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WILHELM REICH
   Wilhelm Reich was born on March 24, 1897 on a small farm, to an unorthodox Jewish family living in Dobrzcynica, Hungary. As a young child Wilhelm had taken on numerous responsibilities as well as being home tutored. He had a very unstable home life and a family that consisted of his father, mother, brother, and himself.
   His mother had committed suicide after being found in bed with the man that had been tutoring Wilhelm. Wilhelm himself, at about the age of twelve, had discovered the two together and confronted his father with the information to get revenge and to draw the attention away from the fact he was being punished for using tobacco. In her humiliation and guilt at being discovered his mother committed suicide using lye for poisoning. After her death his father couldn't handle the pressures of life and couldn't take care of himself or his children. He died shortly after of pneumonia. By the age of sixteen Wilhelm was in charge of the farm, household, and taking care of his younger brother.
   Soon after World War I began, the Russians invaded the Reich household and seized it, forcing Wilhelm and his brother to flee their home. After his escape Wilhelm joined the service. By the end of the war he had become a lieutenant.
   After the war he chose to go to free schooling in Vienna and began to study law, but within two months he changed his courses and joined the field of medicine. In 1919 Reich met Sigmund Freud, who developed the techniques of psychoanalysis for the treatment of psychological and emotional disorders. Reich was soon introduced to a whole New World of psychology and neurotic disfunctions. He began sexual education seminars in college to spread his knowledge. He had already begun working with Freud, sharing theories and proofs. Within three years of entering college, he had graduated at the top of his class.
   In the year 1920, Wilhelm became a member of the psychoanalytic company and began his exercise of psychoanalysis within the same year. Two years later he concluded his medical studies and was promoted to "doctor of medicine". Here he learned neuro-psychiatry in the Viennese University.
   Wilhelm became Sigmund Freud's most consistent representative. But Freud lost his trust in Wilhelm when he discovered him applying the libido theory (one posses sexual and aggressive energy) to a chemical composition. Despite the loss of his mentor's trust Wilhelm continued and from 1922 on he consistently applied the Freudian libido theory to the orgasm theory. 
   Wilhelm's many contributions to society were more often than not criticized and put down. He was removed from his contemporaries who felt that he was following the path of his mentor, Sigmund Freud. His work seemed very inappropriate in this age of man, where one felt that topics, such as sexual intercourse, were to be kept hidden and not publicized or studied.
   Despite this fact, Wilhelm continued his practices and investigations. He began to develop new techniques for the patients that he treated. He found that the common practice of "mirroring" patients among psychiatrists was useless. He felt that studying the person's individual physical character explained much more about their neurotic being. He explored his patients anxieties and emotions and how they manifested themselves physically. These therapeutic techniques seemed to benefit the patient.
   During the 1920's, Wilhelm made many attempts to make a persons sexual being more open and to the public. He would write letters criticizing companies for neglecting the genital function and would write several articles emphasizing the importance of individual sexuality. Reich's popularity grew through his seminars and lectures covering such topics as "character analytic methods". He started promoting natural childbirth, natural parenting, and the sexual rights for youths and adults.
   Reich wrote and published the book "The Function of the Orgasm " in 1927, which contained the inscription: "My teacher Sigmund Freud in deep worship". Freud was very uncomfortable with this book and thought that it was too "thick" into the subject itself.
   During the 1930's Wilhelm practiced many experiments that contributed towards biological energy. He published his discoveries often to the ridicule of other scientists and psychoanalysts. He later on set up sexual hygiene clinics in Vienna and Berlin and distributed the information to children and teenagers to educate them on the subject of sexuality. This caused a great deal of controversy and began a political fight amongst the teenagers and young Communists. Because of this political situation, the "International", a publishing company, refused to publish a psychoanalytic publishing house, where Freud was to publish Wilhelm's "Character Analysis". This "Character Analysis" was the most important book of the libido-theory. This writing was eventually published in 1933.
   In 1933, due to the rise in power of Adolph Hitler and Wilhelm’s Jewish background, he left Germany and eventually moved to Norway where he had been invited to teach in Oslo. There he continued his work and teachings of character-analysis. A year later Wilhelm attended a lecture of A. S. Neill. Following Neill's lecture, a close friendship between the two began.
   The orgasm-reflex was discovered in 1935. This was the principle item of the sexual economics at the time. Reich formulated this plainly. He described how mental health depended on orgasmic potency. "This depends on the amount of experience and the size of the sexual arousal during intercourse" Wilhelm explains and goes on to say that mental illness is derived from a disturbance of natural love ability and the block of biological energy originating with orgasmic impotence.
   This leads Wilhelm to yet another line of work relating to his basic topic of Orgone energy and biopsychiatry. This shows that the relationship of energy makes the main problem of the emotional holding understood and explains the solution to the muscle spasms to the main object. This release causes an orgasmic-reflex, which runs as a wave from the head to the genital area. Reich names this process "The orgasm-formula" because it contains the 4 characteristics: mechanical stimulation, electric tension, energetic discharge and mechanical relaxation.
   In 1937, Wilhelm published parts of his work in an institute magazine. In the same year there was a response with a summary and commentary accusing Reich of uncivilized behavior in regards to his laboratory experiments on the natural creation of microscopic life. Some thought he was mocking God by creating life in the lab. Between 1937 and 1938 over 100 articles were published in Osloer newspapers that tried to massacre Reich's work. Wilhelm came back at them with support from another side and the situation became gradually embarrassing in the view of the public.
   In August of 1939, the same year in which Sigmund Freud passes away, Wilhelm left Oslo and traveled to New York. He never again returned to Europe. Here he became Associate Professor of Medical Psychology at the New York School for Social Research. Working out of his home which he purchased in Queens, N.Y. he continued his experiments that he had begun in Norway.
   Soon he developed a metal box in which he called an Orgone accumulator. This appliance proved that organic materials suck in Orgone energy and that metals emit it again. These accumulators were to benefit the people since they treated injuries, physical disease, and health conditions. He gave lectures of his new finding and had talks with Albert Einstein. Einstein considered Reich's discovery as a bomb in physics. Together both men agreed to clarify all debatable questions experimentally. Reich later betrays his trust in his new companion after Einstein expresses to him in a derogatory way that he had tried to impose himself. Wilhelm was very disappointed in the scientific ignorance.
   In 1942 Reich bought a 153-acre piece of land in Rangeley, Maine where he founded the Orgone Institute designed to encourage the field of study of science and life energy. He still continued to research further into the Orgone subject and later developed a new technique of therapy, which he called Orgone therapy. He combined this style of therapy with the use of his Orgone accumulators. This new technique rose many questions in therapeutic understanding and many questioned much of its theories. From Orgone energy to Orgone motors Wilhelm continued to find more and more uses for the field of Orgonomy.
   In the year of 1951 Reich began an Oranur-Experiment, "Orgone anti Nuclear - (Or A Nur)", which he started from an idea that Orgone energy could neutralize the dangers of nuclear energy. He thought this would be a major contribution considering the strong possibility of the use of nuclear weapons during the Korean War. He attempted many experiments to prove his theory but by the end, instead of attacking nuclear energy, the experiment caused nuclear energy to have disastrous effects on Orgone energy. This combination he called "Dor", a deadly Orgone radiation. Dor was a very subtle substance that was caused by having radioactive material mixed in with Orgone energy, a very active reaction. Wilhelm developed a new appliance that was later named a cloudbuster. This new appliance created a stir in Dor energy, which effected the atmosphere in which both Dor and Orgone energy were created and shared.
   In February of 1954 yet another complaint was filed against Wilhelm Reich's work. The FDA put down his work for fear of endangering others with his Orgone accumulators and other practices. Wilhelm responded in a letter addressed to the Judge, conveying his concerns of the control the FDA had tried to seize over his new scientific discoveries. Reich refused to appear in court and was not required to at the time. The FDA's concerns of endangering the people were never proved in court, and in a mad outrage, the court forced unjust penalties on Wilhelm Reich and the Reich Foundation and ordered the destruction of many of his Orgone accumulators. Due to Reich's failure to appear in court or follow the orders of the court, the penalties continued to worsen and more punishments were pursued against Wilhelm's work. His discoveries in Orgone energy and published materials were burned by the FDA and the existence of Orgone energy was denied but never dis-proved. The court never acknowledged the existence of Orgone energy or the functioning of the Orgone accumulator. 
   Because of his failure to follow the orders of the court he was tried and sentenced to two years in prison. The Wilhelm Reich Foundation was fined $ 10,000. Reich spent the last year of his life in the Federal Penitentiary at Lewisburg Pennsylvania. In 1957 an offer was made to Reich, which would have allowed him to be released on parole if he agreed never to practice or teach Orgonomy again. He died before the parole board could make an official offer for Wilhelm to consider to accept. Although his family requested his work, writings, and his journals that were continued in jail, the prison offficials never released them to his family. 
   Wilhelm's hope was to educate the children of the future on a subject few dared to discuss. There was an estate established in his honor called the "Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust Fund " that is located in Rangeley, Maine, where the domain of his museum lies. 
   Wilhelm Reich's continual contribution to science never received the recognition that it should have. His work was always for the benefit of the people, but the people never learned to accept it. His important discoveries were often kept quiet and never publicized, but his scientific ingenuity was incomparable. He had made many accomplishments and contributions to a field that he loved so much, but his name has never be held in the same regard as the great Albert Einstein or Thomas Edison.
   Although Reich died in 1957, his work did not. A few scientists and individuals around the world still continue what Wilhelm Reich had started. His battle in sexual politics gave many the inspirations to speak their mind. If Wilhelm Reich had not died alone in a solitaire confinement and was allowed to continue his work throughout the turn of the decades, a new revolution may have overshadowed the day to day lives civilians live in this turn of the century.
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Spring 1997 - 100 year WR birthday celebration in Boston, Ma. - USA
Included are Peter Reich & his children and wife, Lore Reich, 
Ilse Ollendorf Reich, Myron Sharof, and others
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John Trettin, Jamie Ogg, Beate Freihold in Koln, Germany December 2001
PORE & IOO meet in person for first time after 5 years of work together on internet
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Eva Reich M.D. at home May 2001
Creator of the Butterfly massage for infants & babies
Worked with her father Wilhelm Reich for many of the USA years. 
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Wilhelm Reich and Elsa ? ---WR at work at a cloudbuster----WR with a dog near chess table
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Ilse Ollendorf Reich & Wilhelm Reich with son Peter Reich 1944


Los Orgones - Argentina
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Alberto Díaz Goldfarb & Liliana E. Luque of Los Orgones in Argentina
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Julia Díaz Goldfarb with Geronomo---Geronomo's mom Ana I. Bastán---Liliana del Valle Picco


IOO - Germany 
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John & Jogg & Beate (IOO & PORE) 2nd day in Numbrecht, Germany 2001at IOO
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Last full day in Numbrecht, Germany
 Quotes from Wilhelm Reich's writings 

http://www.orgone.org/wr-quotes-01a.htm   



"Love, work and knowledge are the well-springs of our life. They should also govern it." 
(Wilhelm Reich 1897—1957) 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^   
Only the liberation of the natural capacity for love in human beings can master their sadistic destructiveness.
Wilhelm Reich, on Sigmund Freud's hope 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^   
The emotional plague is not an expression of conscious ill will or designed brutality. The structural character of the plague made its effects the more dangerous. Emotional plague is a character trait like cleanliness or deligence or truthfulness. It is biopathic behavior lived out on the social scene in interhuman relationships.
The energy source of the emotional plague reactions is basically sexual 
frustration combined with a keen aggressiveness.
Wilhelm Reich

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^   
Rooting in work is crucial to any accomplishment. Rooting in mere enthusiasm will in the long run force illusory measures to keep the fires of empty enthusiasm going. And this makes politics and politicians.
Wilhelm Reich -- April 19, 1951
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^   
Unless we proceed cautiously, there might well arise a few generations of mystics who conceive of the orgone metaphysically, divorced from non-living nature and who do not comprehend it from the standpoint of natural science. And it seems to me that we have more than enough mysticism as it is."
Wilhelm Reich -- end of Orgonotic Pulsation
Some Dangerous Thoughts Concerning "Freedom" and "Responsibility" 

" The cry for freedom is a sign of suppression. It will never cease as long as man feels himself to be trapped.No matter how different the cries for freedom may be, at bottom they always express one and the same thing: the intolerableness of the organism's rigidity and the mechanical institutions of life, which are sharply at variance with the natural sensations of life. If there should ever be a society in which all the cries for freedom fade away, then man will have finally overcome his biological and social deformity and have achieved genuine freedom. Not until man acknowledges that he is fundamentally an animal, will he be able to create a genuine culture. 

Man's 'upward strivings' are nothing but the biologic development of vital powers. Such strivings are conceivable only within the framework of the laws of biologic development and not in opposition to them.The will to freedom and the capacity for freedom are nothing the will and the capacity to recognize and promote the unfolding of man's biologic energy (with the aid of the machine). It is out of the question to talk about freedom if man's biologic development is choked and feared. 

Under the influence of politicians, masses of people tend to ascribe the responsibility for wars to those who wield power at any given time. In World War I it was the munitions industrialists; in World War II it was the psychopathic generals who were said to be guilty.This is passing the buck. The responsibility for war falls solely upon the shoulders of these same masses of people, for they have all the necessary means to avert war in their own hands. In part by their apathy, in part by their passivity, and in part actively, these masses of people make possible the catastrophes under which they themselves suffer more than anybody else. To stress this guilt on the part of masses of people, to hold them solely responsible, means to take them seriously. On the other hand, to commiserate masses of people as victims, means to treat them as small, helpless children. The former is the attitude held by genuine freedom-fighters; the latter the attitude held by the power-thirsty politicians." 

--Wilhelm Reich, The Mass Psychology of Fascism.

Wilhelm Reich was a psychologist and author who came to the United States in order to escape Fascism and the ravages of the Second World War. The American authorities showed their subsequent appreciation for his work by burning many of Dr Reich's books in 1950s. (Not unlike how the Nazis did twenty years before.) 

Wilhelm Reich and Orgone Energy 
http://www.mystical-www.co.uk/reich.htm
A Freudian analyst born in Austria in 1897 Wilhelm Reich was trying to prove the energetic reality of the "Libido" which Sigmund Freud had coined. Reich worked on his own version of biophysics for many years but by 1933 he had to leave Germany as Hitler's Nazi regime and the threat to his own well-being increased. Eventually after moving to Oslo he moved to the United States in 1939. 

Using a high quality microscope for its time Reich observed that under high magnification it could be observed that luminous blue/green globules are released by decaying food. He described these as some form of biological ether. He likened these globules to Bions which were named and researched by H. Charlton Bastian, a contemporary of Louis Pasteur. 

Reich, pleased with the rediscovery of bions found that a side effect of observing occurred. His eyes started to burn and caused a form of Conjunctivitis along with tanning of the skin. He tried numerous methods to shield, protect and contain the bions and by 1940 Reich had constructed his first 'accumulator'. This consisted of a six-sided box which was then insulated alternately with organic and inorganic substances (glass wool, steel wool, upson board and galvanised sheet iron). Reich claimed that the particles he could see in the microscope were actually an unidentified energy or radiation form which in turn caused the conjunctivitis and tanning. 

Reich named this energy 'Orgone' 
Amongst his findings Reich found that unlike most energy forms where potentials flow from higher-to-lower, with Orgone it was the reverse. He argued that the greatest concentrations of Orgone was to be found in water. Eventually, Reich built accumulators big enough to sit in and it was claimed to have noticeable healing results in the cure of mental disorders and cancer. These became known as 'Orgone accumalators' and were later advertised and sold to the public. This is when the USA goverment started to investigate Reich's claims believing the claims that were made about its ability to cure the ill were unfounded. 

During 1941, Reich met with Albert Einstein. They talked for five hours. Reich was excited to have a chance to discuss his theories with Einstein but shattered when Einstein was too wrapped up in his own theories to get involved in Reich's. 

In 1948 Reich founded the 'Orgone Institute' at Rangeley, Maine, USA. It was here that the experiments with orgone energy and electromagnetism were carried out and discussed in the 1951 publication, 'The Oranur Experiment' (first report 1947-1951). 

As experiments were being carried out, it is reputed that menacing clouds formed above the institute, lab workers and visitors became sick and it was said that the general area felt oppressive, with an impending sense of doom. Even trees and shrubs were reported to have blackened and died. It was then that Reich maintained that he had started to produce what he called 'DOR'. (Deadly Orgone Radiation). 'OR' (Orgone Radiation) was believed by Reich to be a life giving process, DOR was the reverse which is why people fell ill and plants died. Reich then decided that he needed to clear the air of DOR by producing OR to cancel out the effects. 

It was at this point Reich invented what would be known as a 'Cloud Buster'. This was a series of aluminium pipes/tubes of different lengths which sat on a revolving platform. From the tubes came an earthing cable which led to water. When pointed at the sky, it is claimed that clouds could be dispersed or formed. 

Many of Reich's published materials were burned by the United States F.D.A. that were named in an Injunction against Reich by default. This was done on two ocassions between 1957-1960 by the FDA in NYC. (It is for this reason that the interest into Reich's work has for many people a lot of unanswered questions!) 

Reich died in jail of a heart attack while serving a criminal contempt of court charge for disobeying the above mentioned injuction. He was known to have had heart trouble. He died on Nov 3, 1957. 

GLOSSARY of Orgonomy terms
source of information
Selected Writings by Wilhelm Reich
Published by Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, copyright 1973.

http://www.orgone.org/articles/ax9wr-glossary.htm
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A new scientific discipline must employ new terms if old ones are inapplicable. 
Orgonomy introduced the following terms: 

ANORGONIA. The condition of diminished or lacking orgonity (q.v.). 

ARMOR. See character armor, muscular armor. 

BIONS. Energy vesicles representing transitional stages between non-living and living substance. They constantly form in nature by a process of disintegration of inorganic and organic matter, which process it has been possible to reproduce experimentally. They are charged with orgone energy (q.v.), i.e., Life Energy and may develop into protozoa and bacteria. 

CHARACTER. An individual's typical structure, his stereotype manner of acting and reacting. The orgonomic concept of character is functional and biological, and not a static, psychological or moralistic concept. 

CHARACTER-ANALYSIS Originally a modification of the customary psychoanalytic technique of symptom analysis, by the inclusion of the character and character resistance into the therapeutic process. However, the discovery of the musculur armor necessitated the development of a new technique, namely vegetotherapy. The later discovery of organismic orgone energy ("bioenergy") and the concentration of atmospheric orgone energy with an orgone energy accumulator necessitated the further development of character-analytic vegetotherapy into an inclusive, biophysical orgone therapy. (See physical and psychiatric orgone therapy.) 

CHARACTER ARMOR. The sum total of typical character attitudes, which an individual develops as a blocking against his emotional excitations, resulting in rigidity of the body, lack of emotional contact, "deadness." Functionally identical with the muscular armor. 

CHARACTER, GENITAL. The un-neurotic character structure, which does not suffer from sexual stasis and, therefore, is capable of natural self-regulation on the basis of orgastic potency. 

CHARACTER, NEUROTIC. The character which, due to chronic bioenergetic stasis operates according to the principle of compulsive moral regulation. 

EMOTIONAL PLAGUE. The neurotic character in destructive action on the social scene. 

MUSCULAR ARMOR. The sum total of the muscular attitudes (chronic muscular spasms) which an individual develops as a block against the breakthrough of emotions and organ sensations, in particular anxiety, rage, and sexual excitation. 

ORGASM. The unitary involuntary convulsion of the total organism at the acme of the genital embrace. This reflex, because of its involuntary character and the prevailing orgasm anxiety, is blocked in most humans of civilizations which suppress infantile and adolescent genitality. 

ORGASTIC IMPOTENCE. The absence of orgastic potency. It is the most important characteristic of the average human of today, and by damming up biological (orgone) energy in the organism provides the source of energy for all kinds of biopathic symptoms and social irrationalism. 

ORGASTIC POTENCY. Essentially, the capacity for complete surrender to the involuntary convulsion of the organism and complete discharge of the excitation at the acme of the genital embrace. It is always lacking in neurotic individuals. It presupposes the presence or establishment of the genital character, i.e. absence of a pathological character armor and muscular armor. Orgastic potency is usually not distinguished from erective and ejaculative potency, both of which are only prerequisites of orgastic potency. 

ORGONE ENERGY. Primordial Cosmic Energy; universally present and demonstrable visually, thermically, electroscopically and by means of Geiger-Mueller counters. In the living organism: Bio-energy, Life Energy. Discovered by Wilhelm Reich between 1936 and 1940. 

ORANUR denotes orgone energy in a state of excitation induced by nuclear energy. (DOR denotes Deadly OR energy.) 

ORGONE THERAPY.
Physical Orgone Therapy: Application of physical orgone energy concentrated in an orgone energy accumulator to inorease the natural bio-energetic resistance of the organism against disease.
Psychiatric Orgone Therapy: Mobilization of the orgone energy in the organism, i.e. the liberation of biophysical emotions from muscular and character armorings with the goal of establishing, if possible, orgastic potency. 

ORGONITY. The condition of containing orgone energy; the quantity of orgone energy contained. 

ORGONOMETRY. Quantitative orgonomic research. 

ORGONOMIC ( "ENERGETIC" ) FUNCTIONALISM. The functional thought technique which guides clinical and experimental orgone research. The guiding principle is that of the identity of variations in their common functioning principle (CFP). This thought technique grew in the course of the study of human character formation and led to the discovery of the functional organismic and cosmic orgone energy, thereby proving itself to be the correct mirroring of both living and non-living basic natural processes. 

ORGONOMY. The natural science of the cosmic orgone energy. 

ORGONOTIC. Qualities concerning the orgonity of a system or a condition. 

SEX-ECONOMY. The body of knowledge within Orgonomy which deals with the economy of the biological (orgone) energy in the organism, with its energy household. 

STASIS. The damming-up of Life Energy in the organism, thus the source of energy for biopathy and irrationalism. 

STASIS ANXIETY. The anxiety caused by the stasis of sexual energy in the center of the organism when its peripheral orgastic discharge is inhibited. 

STASIS NEUROSIS. All somatic disturbances which are the immediate result of the stasis of sexual energy, with stasis anxiety at its core. 

WORK DEMOCRACY. The functioning of the natural and intrinsically rational work relationships between human beings. The concept of work democracy represents the established reality (not the ideology) of these relationships which, though usually distorted because of prevailing armoring and irrational political ideologies, are nevertheless at the basis of all social achievement. 

CLOUDBUSTING INFORMATION

http://www.orgone.org/requipment/cbuster/cbust00.htm
[image: image33.jpg]


Cloudbusting is the use of an instrument invented by Wilhelm Reich to facilitate changes in weather. Pore has received various requests on how to build one of these instruments. No specific construction plans schematics have been provided by any orgonomy groups that we know of. However Wilhelm Reich had several built by Southworth Machine Co. in Portland, Maine in the 1950's. They did have some drawn up plans but the company has since gone out of business. Most have been custom made by various CB operators. It is highly advised that you purchase the following information written by Wilhelm Reich which describes many of the varied operations and their effects on the weather during his research into this field of work. Cloudbusting work can be dangerous to the health of the operator if proper cautions are not adhered to during the operation of the device. In addition inproper use of this instument can result in catastrophic effects including violent weather, loss of life, and environmental damage. See some description of this contained in the student discussion with Reich's cloudbuster operators Eva Reich and Bill Moise.. More information on the dangers of operations and precautions are also found in the below writings by Wilhelm Reich. A correct understanding and an ability to perceive and/or feel orgone energy changes in the atmosphere is paramount for gentle and predictable results.


The publications "CORE (Cosmic Orgone Engineering) July 1954 Vol. VI Nos. 1-4" and "Contact with Space-1956" by Wilhelm Reich are a good starting point. These books are available from the Wilhelm Reich Museum Bookstore at PO Box 687 Rangeley, Maine 04970 or check the archives of a university library. "Contact with Space" has also been published in Germany in 1996. Be cautious with cloudbusting work as several operators of this device have had health problems and injuries related to the use of these instruments. It is paramount that those doing work in this area share their planned operations so that they don't unintentionally retard or increase an operation someone else may be doing nearby. 
Also check out the following web page 

· http://www.rangeleyme.com/wilhelmreich/catalogue.html for the catalogue of what is available from the Wilhelm Reich Museum Bookstore - (most cloudbusting articles by Reich are included in the "rare Journals" that are available on microfilm). 
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RULES TO FOLLOW IN CLOUD ENGINEERING
by Wilhelm Reich

published by Orgone Institute in "CORE" July 1954 Vol. VI Nos. 1-4; appendix A" 

· 1. Shed all ambition to impress anyone. 

· 2. Never play around with rain making or cloudbusting. The OR envelope which you tackle while "drawing" energy from the atmosphere is an energetic continuum of high power. You may cause twisters. You may stir a forest fire into the wrong direction. You may do other damage without intending to do so. Never do anything unless you must. 

· 3. If experimenting: it is important to observe and know why you are doing what, that you can achieve immediate results. Slowly growing comprehension will secure later results safely. 

· 4. In cloud engineering you do not " create rain," - you do not " destroy clouds," - briefly, you are not playing God. What you do is solely helping nature on its natural course. 

· 5. Have your equipment, truck, etc. especially all metal parts well grounded into water, preferably flowing water. Lack of grounding imperils your organism. 

· 6. Do not let workers draw OR energy any longer if they become blue or purple in their faces or feel dizzy. Exchange the workers; let them rest far enough way, and have their faces and arms always wetted down with fresh water. 

· 7. Do not hold on to pipes or other metal parts while you draw OR. Always use a separate plastic or wooden handle to move equipment while drawing. Have your hands always well insulated with rubber or heavy cotton gloves. 

· 8. Have signs put up in such a manner that no one is hurt by OR charges. Do not let people stand close by. Among them may be men or women who are ill and would run some danger to their health. 

· 9. Never " drill a hole " into the sky right above you unless you aim for a long drawn rain. 

· 10. When you feel a breeze or wind setting in due to your operation, stop drawing if the wind direction becomes too strong or even if it acquire the appearance of a twister. 

· 11. If you wish to remove DOR clouds, draw in direction of run of OR envelope. 

· 12. If you wish to DESTROY clouds or to stop rain, aim at center of heaviest clouds. 

· 13. If you wish to make clouds grow heavier, draw from the vicinity of the smaller clouds, and have the large or heavy clouds undisturbed. 

· 14. If there are no clouds in the sky and clouds should be created, disturb the stillness or evenness of the OR envelope all around you by brief, sweeping draws and draw mainly against the run of the OR envelope. To create clouds you must create differences of OR energy potentials. 

Wilhelm Reich  
(a short biography)
by 
JOE LEDUE 
JUNE 2, 1998

http://www.orgone.org/articles/ax9wrb-ledue.htm
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Wilhelm Reich was born in Dobryzcynica, Austria on March 24,1897. Here his Father Leon, Mother Cecilie, and Brother Robert resided during Reich's childhood. His father was a farmer who worked diligently, and was very austere with his two sons.
As a boy Wilhelm was always intrigued with natural science, especially dealing with sex. He used to watch animals in his barn mating and thought it was wonderful. This in turn led Wilhelm to watch secretively, his mother and private tutor making love throughout their affair. Wilhelm in fear of his harsh father tells him what he observed. Mortified and unable to deal with her husband's verbal and physical abuse, Cecile committed suicide. Wilhelm's father a few years later full of loneliness and stress stood in a cold pond and deliberately caught pneumonia, which extended into tuberculosis, he passed away. At the time Reich was only sixteen. He had to stop his schooling for the meantime to maintain the farm. 
Between 1914 and 1918 Reich serves in World War I during which he attains the rank of a lieutenant. After four years in charge of a large infantry of troops he asked for a formal note of leave to further his education. He first entered, Vienna School of Law, and soon realized that this was not for him, so he converted to medical school. Reich barely squeaked by college financially, but by tutoring other medical students he made it, frugally He lived on oatmeal and dry fruit for two years. With all of this stress on his shoulders, Wilhelm was still able to pass his examinations in physics, chemistry, and biology with honors.
In 1919, Reich organized and lead a seminar on sexology. Sigmund Freud became aware of Reich's work and invited him to a meeting. Freud was one of the firsts to suggest workable cures for mental disorders, he also dealt with sexual problems between parents and children. Reich liked Freud a lot, especially his up front and open personality. Reich soon became a follower. Freud accepted him to his Viennese Psychoanalytic society. Here he analyzed patients with psychological problems. While doing examinations, Reich met an eighteen-year-old patient named Annie whom he started to court. They got an apartment together after Wilhelm graduated medical school with his doctorate.
In 1922 Freud asks Reich to be his clinical assistant for his psychoanalytic clinic. Shortly after, Reich and Annie have their first daughter, Eva. In 1926 his brother Robert dies of tuberculosis.
After his return from doing a set of clinics, Reich became interested with Marxism and the Socialist Party. Despite great risks involving the police. He spoke of a desperate need for sexual hygiene is among youths. Along with some friends, Reich arranged clinics about sexual hygiene for adolescents and adults.
Socialists who thought that he was using the clinics as a meeting place for communist promotions terminated his Viennese sex hygiene clinics.
Reich moved to Berlin to work with a Doctor there but he left for America shortly after Wilhelm got there. While he was there he protested and gave Lectures on communism. He talked about having bettered housing, sex education with large groups, nurseries, sex-counseling, and massive factories and businesses.
He believed so much in communism that he wanted to send his two daughters to a communist children center. Annie becomes extremely upset with his ideas, from this point on, the two drifted apart.
In 1933 the Nazis took over, gathering thousands of people, some of his close friends are captured. Nazis make a public display of burning books, which they reject. Reich finds that his books were in the blaze, and that the Gestapo was ready to kill him on sight. He flees to Vienna and disguises himself as a skier. Amongst this confusion Annie and Reich divorce.
In 1934, he and Elsa moved to Oslo, Norway to accept an invitation to join the staff at the institute of psychology at the University of Oslo. Reich's children stay with Annie.
In 1938 a book called The Bion is published. Written by Reich, who claims to have found the smallest unit of living matter. He discovered these small bits of living matter by studying protozoa underneath a microscope.
Reich immigrated to New York City where he accepted a position at the New School for Social Research. There he met and married Ilse Ollendorff
In 1940, Reich discovers orgone energy. He states that physical and mental health are based upon the existence and flow through the body of a biological energy called orgone. He also creates the first orgone accumulators and they are tested on humans. They are made many ways, but they all serve the same purpose. Alternating layers of an organic material (plywood or cotton) and a metallic layer (steel wool or sheet metal.) The more layers the more energy is collected. The organic material is to collect the orgone and the metallic layer is to direct it to the receiver. By following this procedure you can make pillows, blankets or boxes which you can sit in. By sitting in or resting on these accumulators you're supposedly be able to rejuvenated. Since Reich didn't have any rigorous training in biology many scientists rejected his creations and discoveries.
Reich goes for a camping trip and buys a cabin near Rangeley Maine. He meets Albert Einstein who rejected Reich's work, saying that it is too "radical" and refuses to support his concepts. Reich was extremely disappointed with Einstein's discard, but continues his work with orgone.
Reich buys 280 acres of land in Rangeley and creates Orgonon, a new laboratory and research center devoted to orgone energy. At this point many newspapers and gossip magazines publish false information demoting Reich and basically giving him a bad reputation. From all of the bad articles in the papers the FDA is sent to Orgonon.
Reich continues work while being hounded by the press. He experiments with radiation in the accumulators thinking that it may neutralize the effects of radiation. This actually creates more problems than good. It creates oppressive orgone energy and is changed into another form. This causes many co-workers, to be sick. Black clouds form from this unknown energy created. He must discard this experiment.
He feels that he should do something about what has happened, so he creates a device called a cloud buster which supposedly relieves energy from the atmosphere. It looks like deadly weapons with hydraulic tubes coming out from the back. He points the cloud busters into the sky, and it acts like a lightning rod dissipating the clouds.
The FDA comes back organized with a plan. They accuse him of delivering fraudulent devices and claims dealing with orgone energy. They order agents to go to Orgonon to destroy all accumulators and to bum all of his books. He ends up in jail where he spent his last years of his life. Wilhelm Reich died in 1957 in his prison cell, prison officials claim that he died of heart failure.
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	Year/Month/Date 
	Event-Person-Organization
	Description
	Extra

	1897-03-24
	birth; Wilhelm Reich
	Wilhelm Reich was born March 24, 1897 in Dobryzcynica, Austria. His father's name was Leon and his mother's name was Cecilie. He grew up on a farm. His mother language was German.
	cc

	1898
	.
	A sister is born but dies shortly after.
	.

	1899
	.
	.
	.

	1900
	.
	A brother, Robert is born. Cecilie is not well after birth and is away for medical attention for about 2 years.
	..

	1901 age 4 
	.
	Reich overhears and observes housemaid and coachman during their sexual act. Reich remembers that this causes erotic sensations of great intensity. Wilhelm spends nap time with house nurse and occassionally is allowed by her to explore her genital area but soon Wilhelm is not allowed to nap with the nurse.
	.

	1902
	.
	.
	.

	1903 - age 6
	.
	Wilhelm begins learning primary school subjects. Both parents participate but his father is impatient with Wilhelm's distractions and resorts to sending him to a corner to stand or hits him. His mother often stands between them to protect Wilhelm. Soon Wilhelm requests that his mother teaches him only and agrees to work without distracting. He excels in all subjects. 

Wilhelm later refers to his father having a ferocious temper yet he was extremely kind, intelligent and knowledgable person. Wilhelm was his mother's favorite while Robert was his father's favorite son. 
	.

	1904
	.
	.
	.

	1905
	.
	.
	.

	1906
	.
	.
	.

	1907 *10 years old
	.
	.
	.

	1908
	.
	.
	.

	1909
	.
	.
	.

	1910
	.
	Cecilie, Wilhelm's mother, dies from second attempt at suicide.
	.

	1911
	.
	.
	.

	1912
	.
	.
	.

	1913
	.
	.
	.

	1914
	WR's father dies
	Wilhelm Reich's father dies from pnuemonia. WR continues to run farm and his studies at school.
	.

	1915
	WR leaves home
WWI in Army
	Farm and property is destroyed as a result of WWI, Reich joins Austrian Army. 
	.

	1916
	WWI in Army
	Reich becomes a lieutenant in Army.
	.

	1917 *20 years old
	WWI in Army
	Reich a lieutenant in Army at Italian front.
	.

	1918
	WWI ends
WR at Medical school
	WR at end of war enters Universty of Vienna to study law but in short time shifts to the study of Medicine at the Medical School of Universty of Vienna. As a war veteran he is allowed to complete the 6 year course in 4 years.
	.

	1919
	WR at Medical school
	.
	.

	1920
	WR at Medical school
	In October 1920 WR attains membership in Vienna Psychoanalytic Society under Professor Sigmund Freud.
	

	1921
	WR at Medical school
	.
	.

	1922
	WR at Medical school
	WR graduates from Medical school in July 1922 with distinction of excellent in all the pre-medical subjects. He enters postgraduate work in Internal Medicine at University Clinics of Ortner and Chvostek at University Hospital in Vienna. He also begins postgraduate work in Neuro-Psychiatry at Neurological and Psychiatric University Clinic under Professor Wagner-Jauregg. WR begins his own private practice in psychoanalytic and psychiatric medicine. WR was the First Clinical ssistant to Frued's Psychoanalytic Polyclinic in Vienna from its beginning in 1922-1928 under the directorship of Dr. Edward Hitschmann.
	.

	1923
	WR post graduate work
in Medical Work
	WR works with patients in the disturbed wards of Neurological and Psychiatric University Clinic under Paul Schilder. Wr's post-graduate studies included attendance at polyclinical work in hynosis and therapy at Neurological and Psychiatric University Clinic.
	.

	1924
	WR post graduate work
in Medical Work
	WR is Director of the Seminar for Psychoanalytic Therapy at Psychoanalytic Polyclinic in Vienna from 1924-1930. He is also a member of the faculty of Psychoanalytic Institute in Vienna from 1924-1930.
	.

	1925
	WR publishes
	Der Triobhafte Charakter 1925, 132 p
	.

	1926
	.
	.
	.

	1927 *30 years old
	WR publishes
	Die Funktion des Orgasmus. 1927, 206 pp
	.

	1928
	Medical work
	WR is Vice-Director of the Polyclinic in Vienna from 1828-1930
	.

	1929
	.
	.
	.

	1930
	WR publishes
	Geschlechtareife, Enthaltsamkeit, Ehemoral. 1930, 184p
	.

	1931
	.
	
	..

	1932
	WR publishes
	WR separates from Annie Reich; begins to live with Elsa Lindenberg..later to be considered his 2nd wife until 1939. 

Der Sexuelle Kampf der Jugend. 1932, 152 pp.
	.

	1933
	WR publishes
	Charaktaranalyse. 1933, 288 pp 
Massenpsychologie des Faschismus. 1933, 292 pp 

WR is force to leave Germany as Hitler takes complete control of Germany. 
	.

	1934
	WR publishes
	WR's divorce with Annie Reich is finalized with Annie retaining full custody of both daughter Eva & Lore. She fills childrens minds with negative thoughts of their father. 

Publishes: Dialekticher Materialismus und Pychoanalyse. 1934, 60 pp 

Research and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway from 1934-1939.
	.

	1935
	WR publishes
	Massenpsychologie des Faschismun. 1935, 288 pp
Der Einbruch Der Sexualmoral. (Second Ed.) 1935. 155 pp.
Psychischer Kontakt und Vegetative Stromung. 1935, 61 pp
Religionestreit in Deutschland. 1935, 112 pp 
by "Karl ?Teschitz" a pseudonym for W.R. 

WR does research into Orgone Biophysics and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway
	.

	1936
	WR publishes
	Die Sexualitaet im Kulturkampf. 1936. ; 250 pp. 

(date?? Zeitschrift fur Politische Psychologie und Sexualokonomie; Heft l, Band 1, by 
E Parell a pseudonymfor W.R. (?)
 Zeitschrift fur Politische Psychologie und Sexualokonomie; Heft 2, Band 1, 167 pp ??date)

Research into Orgone Biophysics and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway
	.

	1937 *40 years old
	WR publishes
	Experimentelle Ergebnisse Ueber Die Elektrische Funktion von Sexualitaet und Angst. 1937; 55 pp.
Orgasmusreflex, Musskelhaltung und Koerperausdruck, 1937; 30 pp. 

Research into Orgone Biophysics and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway
	.

	1938
	WR publishes
	Die Bions. 1938, 205 pp (German, 

Research into Orgone Biophysics and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway
	.

	1939
	WR publishes
	Bion Experiments on the Cancer Problem. Drei Versuche am Statischen Elektroskop. 1939; 30 pp. 

Research into Orgone Biophysics and lectures at Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway. Moves to New York to take position as Associate Professor of Medical Psychology at "New School for Social Research" in New York City. Moves the Orgone Energy Lab from Norway to Forest Hills, N.Y.
	.

	1940
	.
	.
	.

	1941
	.
	.
	.

	1942
	WR publishes
	The Discovery of the Orgone, Vol. I: The Function of the Orgasm; first english edition. 1942; xxxvi + 368 pp.

IJSOR Vol. 1. 1942 

The Orgone Institute is founded by WR in New York City. WR purchases 200+ acres of land in Rangeley, Maine USA and names the land area "Orgonon" which will be the new place for research in Orgonomy "the science of life energy".
	.

	1943
	WR publishes
	IJSOR Vol. 1. 1943
	.

	1944
	WR publishes
	IJSOR Vol. 1. 1944
	.

	1945
	WR publishes
	Character-Analysis. ; second revised edition; 1945; xxii + 328 pp.
The Sexual Revolution; first english edition; 1945; xxvii + 273 pp.
IJSOR Vol. 1. 1945
	.

	1946
	WR publishes
	The Mass Psychology of Fascism; third revised edition; first english edition; 1946; xxiv + 344 pp.
	.

	1947 *50 years old
	WR publishes
	Annals of the Orgone Institute. Number 1. 1947
	.

	1948
	WR publishes
	Listen Little Man!; 1948; 126 pp.
The Discovery of the Orgone, Vol. 1: The Function of the Orgasm; second edition. 1948; xxxvi + 325 pp.
The Discovery of the Orgone, Vol. 2: The Cancer Biopathy; 1948; xxi + 409 pp.
	.

	1949
	WR publishes
	Character Analysis; 3rd revised edition 1949; 
Ether , God, and Devil. 1949 -- (also appeared in Annals of the Orgone Institute)
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 1. Jan. 1949
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Apr. 1949
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Jul. 1949
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Oct. 1949 

The Wilhelm Reich Foundation is founded in Rangeley in 1949 by friends and students to preserve the Archives of WR and support further research in Cosmic Orgone Energy.
	.

	1950
	WR publishes
	Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 1. Jan. 1950
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Apr. 1950
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Jul. 1950
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Oct. 1950
	.

	1951
	WR publishes
	Cosmic Superimposition. 1951, 130 pp -- (make a note,
on page 56 a picture of Orion Nebula in our Galaxy was inadvertently substituted for the Magellenic Cloud, an irregular Galaxy. The same error, captioned irregular Galaxy, still wrong photo, appears in the 1973 paperback.)
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 1. Jan. 1951
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Apr. 1951
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Jul. 1951
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Oct. 1951
	.

	1952
	WR publishes
	People in trouble. 1953 --(The Emotional Plague of Mankind Volume II)
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 1. Jan. 1952
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Apr. 1952
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Jul. 1952
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 1, No. 2. Oct. 1952
	..

	1953
	WR publishes
	The Murder of Christ. 1953, 228 p --(The Emotional Plague of Mankind Volume I)(photos were omitted in later editions by writf)
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 5, No. 1,2. Mar. 1953
Orgone Energy Bullitin. Vol. 5, No. 3,4. Sep. 1953
	

	1954
	WR publishes
	CORE. Vol. 6, No. 1 - 4. Jul. 1954 (space ships, DOR, and Drought) 

In February 11, 1954 the FDA (Federal Food and Drug Administration ) initiates a complaint for an injunction against Wilhelm Reich and Wilhelm Reich Foundation to specifically bar the distrubution and transportation of Orgone Accumulators across State lines as a medical device. Injunction isuued by default on March 19, 1954.
	.

	1955
	WR publishes
	CORE. Vol. 7, No. 1,2. Mar. 1955
CORE. Vol. 7, No. 1,2. Dec. 1955
	.

	1956
	WR 
	Court trials for WR vs USA concerning WR not obeying the 1954 Injunction (an associate Michael Silvert moved orgone accumulators across State Lines). WR was found guilty of criminal contempt of court by a jury and was sentenced to 2 years in jail. WR appeals decision.
	.

	1957
	WR publishes
	WR publishes book "Contact with Space". 

WR loses court appeals and is ordered to jail in March 1957. 
	.

	1957-11-03
	death; Wilhelm Reich
	Wilhelm Reich died overnight in his jail cell at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. It was determined by prison Doctor that he died of a heart attack. His person effects and writings while at jail were never released to his family.
	.


Sources: 
Microfilm donated to Harvard Library by Eva Reich
"Selected Writings" by Wilhelm Reich ; Noonday Press; New York 1968 second edition - WRITF
"Passion of Youth - Wilhelm Reich Autobiography 1897-1922" Farrar, Straus Giroux; New York; 1988
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WHAT IS ORGONE ENERGY? 1

Charles R. Kelley 

   Franz Anton Mesmer called it animal magnetism; Charles von Reichenbach called it odyle. To Henri Bergson it was the elan vital, the "vital force;" while to Hans Driesch it was the entelechy . Sigmund Freud observed its functioning in human emotions and termed it libido. William MacDougall, the great British - American psychologist of a generation ago, labeled it hormic energy. Dozens, if not hundreds, of lesser - known scientists have recognized its presence and have given it a name to characterize its special properties. Among the 20th-century proponents of the concept are, for example, Doctors Charles Littlefield and his vital magnetism and George Starr White and his cosmo-electric energy . Mechanistic science in the 17th through 19th centuries embraced many of its essential qualities in the concept of the ether, while mystical human beings have embraced other essential qualities of it in the concept of god.

   Orgone energy is Wilhelm Reich's name for the substratum from which all nature is created. The best definition this author can provide for it is this: Orgone energy is the creative force in nature. This article will discuss briefly the history of the discovery of orgone energy by Reich and will describe its properties. It will then summarize the evidence for and against the concept and, finally, will undertake to explain why it is that the concept meets such great resistance.

Reich's Discovery of Orgone Energy

   Orgone energy was originally discovered by Wilhelm Reich in his psychiatric work. As a psychoanalyst and student of Freud, Reich's point of departure was, quite naturally, Freud's concept of "libido. " "Libido" is life energy, desire, the source of human striving. Reich developed the libido concept, concentrating on its physical expression and simultaneous psychological content, until he was able to show the relation of bodily attitude and emotion. This he described in CHARACTER ANALYSIS, a book which went further than any work in history in
--------------
1From a public lecture by the author on May 9, 1962, at the Hewitt Auditorium, Cooper Union, New York City. The lecture was the first of a series of six lectures entitled An Introduction to Orgonomy, which were sponsored by the Interscience Research Institute. 
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solving the mystery of the relation' of mind and body. In this great book Reich also described the mass pathology of the animal man, This pathology consists of a chronic rigidity of the musculature which blocks the movement of energy underlying emotion and hence blocks the emotion, thus providing the psychic or emotional underpinning of mankind's universal sickness.

   Reich's initial work on orgone energy was done, then, in depth psychology. From this it spread, quite naturally, into sociology and political science, for Reich saw quite clearly that the sickness of man was socially or culturally transmitted. His books, THE MASS PSYCHOLOGY OF FASCISM, THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION and PEOPLE IN TROUBLE deal with this enlargement of his depth psychological discoveries to the social and political scene.

   It was natural for a mind like Reich's to generalize and deepen his understanding of libidinal energy, and as he did his medical work expanded beyond the field of psychiatry into more general areas of medicine and biology. The concept of libidinal energy developed into the more concrete concept of "bioelectricity," which soon proved not to be electricity and in time was renamed "orgone energy." Books dealing with this phase of Reich's discoveries are THE FUNCTION OF THE ORGASM and THE CANCER BIOPATHY. These books constitute Volumes 1 and 2 of THE DISCOVERY OF THE ORGONE, Reich's presentation to the world of the discovery of orgone energy.

   Although orgone energy was first discovered in the human body, Reich learned through painstaking observation and experiment that it existed in free form in the atmosphere. With this finding, Reich's work transcended the boundaries of biology and entered the realm of meteorology and atmospheric physics. These developments are described in THE CANCER BIOPATHY, THE ORANUR EXPERIMENT, and a series of articles which are covered under the general title of "weather control studies, " published in scientific journals.

   The final and most general stage of Reich Is discoveries was the cosmic function of orgone energy in the universe, and Reich here entered the realms of astronomy and astrophysics. Reich's books dealing with this stage were COSMIC SUPERIMPOSITION and ETHER, GOD AND DEVIL.

   As Reich progressed from the realm of psychiatry and medicine to biology, and from biology to physics, his concept of the energy which was the focus of all his scientific work retained its essential features. His understanding of the energy grew, and new properties were discovered, but the properties that had been discovered in the earlier, narrower realms remained true in the newer and broader ones. Through Reich's work runs the remarkable "red thread," the connectedness that shows each discovery to be a logical progression from the previous one, and each broader realm of nature studied to include the previous more restricted realm.
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   Reich did not set out to discover "cosmic" truth; he was never attempting to revolutionize scientific
thought; he was not attempting to make "great" discoveries. Reich simply observed and experimented from day to day, setting down what he found, studying it honestly, and organizing the facts as they appeared, without forcing them into any pre -conceived framework. What he found was that the same energy which flowed in the sexual embrace was present in all nature, "living" and "non-living," and that it governed the most significant and widespread natural functions. Reich found that the same orgone energy underlay each of these classes of phenomena:
1. Consciousness
Sensation
Emotion
Perception
Thought
2. Life
Animal movement
Biogenesis
Reproduction
Evolution
Growth
3. Atmospheric and cosmic processes
Clouds
Storms
Atmospheric electricity
Creation of matter at every scale
    (atom, planet, star, galaxy)
These three realms correspond to the sequence of Reich's discoveries, from his beginning in psychiatry through biology to physics, each realm including the previous. They are in inverse order with respect to our knowledge about them, however; for Reich explored the realm of psychiatry in breadth and depth, the broader realm of biology in a much more limited way, and only made a good start in his exploration of atmospheric and cosmic processes.
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Properties of Orgone -Energy

   Orgone energy, the creative force in nature, is not a form of electromagnetism nor of matter but is fundamental to both. It is the specific life energy, but life is only one particular manifestation of it. Our knowledge about it is partial and fragmentary in major respects, and is no doubt in some measure erroneous. Nevertheless, a clear and consistent picture of what orgone energy is and how it functions arises from Reich's work. The following ten properties of orgone energy were deduced by Reich.

    1. It is mass free. Orgone energy itself has no inertia or weight; i. e., it is mass free. This is one of the reasons it is difficult to measure using conventional techniques. Mass is, however, intimately dependent on the characteristics of the mass-free orgone energy field with which all matter is surrounded. Measurements of weight or inertia reflect the characteristics of this field as well as of the object contained in it.

    2. It is present everywhere. Orgone energy fills all space. It is present in differing degrees or concentrations (or "charges") but is nowhere absent. It is present in vacua, whether within the atmosphere or in outer space. It is in this respect like the ether of pre-20th century physics.

    3. It is the medium for electromagnetic and gravitational phenomena. Again, like the ether., orgone energy is the substratum of the most fundamental natural phenomena. It is the medium in which light moves and electromagnetic and gravitational fields exert force. One of the major tasks of orgonomy is to integrate our knowledge of orgone energy with the facts about those phenomena known to orthodox physics. 

    4. It is in constant motion. The continual motion of orgone energy can be observed under appropriate conditions. There are at least two characteristic types of motion, a pulsation or alternating expansion and contraction, and a flow, normally along a curving path.

    5. It "contradicts" the law of entropy. Orgone energy is attracted to concentrations of orgone energy. Unlike heat or electricity, which always show a direction from higher to lower potential, orgone energy flows from lower orgonotic potential to higher. In a thermal system in which outside energy is neither added nor subtracted, heat is lost by hot objects or materials and absorbed by cool until everything within the system is the same temperature. "Entropy increases" as the heat is distributed more and more uniformly. Heat, after all, leaves the sun and goes out into space; it does not collect from space and flow into the sun. In the same way, a heater radiates heat into the room;
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heat does not flow from the room into the heater. These processes are in accordance with the law of entropy. Orgonotic processes work in the opposite direction. High concentrations of orgone energy attract orgone energy from their less-concentrated surroundings. "Entropy decreases" as orgone energy is distributed more and more unevenly.

   It would be a mistake to think that the flow of orgone energy from lower to higher potential is only the reverse of the law of entropy or to try to represent these processes by thermodynamic equations by reversing the sign of the time parameter. Non-entropic orgonotic processes do not run their course mechanically; they are qualitatively entirely different from entropic processes. They are, in fact, the processes responsible for the growth of living things, for the process of learning, and for the evolution from simple to complex species. In non-living nature they are responsible for the growth of clouds and storms within the atmosphere, and on a cosmic scale, for the growth of galaxies and the stars within them. This leads into the next property of orgone energy.

    6. It forms units which are the foci of creative activity, Orgone energy units may be living or 
non-living; e. g. 

bion                  cloud
cell                   storm
plant                 planet
animal              star
                        galaxy
All of these orgone energy units have features in common. All are "negatively entropic" in the sense discussed above, so that they acquire energy from their environment. All have a "life cycle" as well, passing through birth, growth, maturity, and decline.

    7. Matter is created from it. Under appropriate conditions, matter arises from mass-free orgone energy. These conditions are not rare or unusual, and Reich believed that new matter is continuously being created on this planet.
    8. It is responsible for life. Orgone energy is the life energy, and as such is responsible for the special characteristics which differentiate living from non-living. This can be expressed in this way: Some orgone energy units develop the special qualities associated with life, which is a kind of chain reaction of the creative process. The qualities which seem to me to typify living as opposed to non-living orgonotic units are:
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a. Reproduction of similar units from one or two parents

b. Evolution of the units in the direction of higher development

C. Presence of consciousness, the ability to experience feeling,
at least to some extent, and to perceive the environment

d. Presence of volition, the ability of an individual to control its own movement
   The first two properties appear to apply to all living things. The last, as far as we know, apply only to
animal life.

   Much more could be said about orgone energy and life since this subject has been studied most fully. For purposes of this synoptic view the above will suffice, however, with the note that Reich has greatly elaborated the role of orgone energy in the phenomena of life.

   9. Separate streams of orgone energy may be attracted to each other and superimpose. The superimposition function is the fundamental form of the creative process. In free space, superimposing orgone energy streams typically show the form of two streams of energy converging in a spiral. This form is most clearly seen in spiral galaxies, and also in the form of hurricanes and other cyclonic storms. At the opposite end of the scale of sizes, mass particles are created by superimposition of two tiny streams of energy. The same process occurs in living organisms, the form then being constrained, of course, by the structure of the individual involved. Mating is a principal expression of the superimposition function in living nature; two separate streams of energy flow together and superimpose during the orgasm. The power and depth of feeling in mating reflects the intensity of the orgone energy flow that takes place.

   10. It can be manipulated and controlled by orgone energy devices. Perhaps the first orgone energy device was the "bacquet" of Mesmer, a crude but apparently effective form of orgone energy accumulator. Reich developed several devices for the control of orgone energy. The best known of these is the orgone energy accumulator. The accumulator is an enclosure formed by a layered arrangement of metallic and non-metallic materials which result in a concentration of energy within the enclosure. Of equal significance is Reich's weather control apparatus, a type of directional antenna that makes it possible to withdraw large amounts of orgone energy from a region of the atmosphere. Used properly, this apparatus can trigger large changes in the weather.
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To the above ten properties of orgone energy which Reich described, I would add two others.

11. Orgone energy units "use" stored energy of various kinds in the creative process. Units of orgone energy utilize energy which is stored in various ways in building themselves up and in maintaining or increasing their size or strength. This is most clearly true of animals utilizing chemical energy of foods in metabolism and growth. Storms, which are also orgone energy systems, utilize the latent heat of condensation of water vapor as a source of stored energy. Stars may employ the heat of thermonuclear fusion in maintaining their high temperatures, although I have reservations as to whether the fusion reaction plays the key role in stellar processes that today's astronomers believe. Fifty years ago an entirely different explanation was given by astronomers for the source of stellar heat, and fifty years from now still another may be in vogue. In any case, it is evident that orgone energy processe's typically involve stored energy which is used in various ways in the service of the creative process.

   12. "Spontaneous generation" and other orgonotic processes may require unimpeded contact with cosmic orgone energy streams."Spontaneous generation" of living organisms seldom occurs under the laboratory conditions biological scientists impose, but these conditions are completely abnormal and foreign to nature. Life can and does continuously arise out of non-living matter under more natural conditions. This process has been described in detail by Reich. I believe an essential feature of these natural conditions may be the direct contact of the matter in which life is to develop with cosmic orgone streams. Protozoa seldom appear spontaneously in infusions which are both sterilized and enclosed in sealed containers, for example. They do appear regularly in these same solutions, sterilized and kept uncontaminated but unsealed.

Evidence for and against Orgone Energy

   The evidence for orgone energy, that is to say, the evidence that there is a special energy in nature with properties such as Reich described, is too extensive to be reviewed adequately in an article such as this. Consider these major English language publications:
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Books by Reich:
CHARACTER ANALYSIS

THE FUNCTION OF THE ORGASM

THE CANCER BIOPATHY

ETHER,, GOD AND DEVIL

COSMIC SUPERIMPOSITION

THE MURDER OF CHRIST

CONTACT WITH SPACE
Scientific Journals in Orgonomy:
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SEX ECONOMY AND ORGONE RESEARCH (four
volumes)

ORGONE ENERGY BULLETIN and CORE (seven volumes)

ANNALS OF THE ORGONE INSTITUTE (one volume)

ORGONOMIC MEDICINE (one volume)

ORGONOMIC FUNCTIONALISM (seven volumes)

THE CREATIVE PROCESS (one volume)
Technical Report:
Kelley, C. R. A NEW METHOD OF WEATHER CONTROL
   These twenty-nine -plus volumes are a partial list of publications primarily devoted to observational and experimental work with orgone energy as such. To it should be added major antecedent works of others which provide direct evidence of a special energy with the properties that have been described. This includes especially the works of Mesmer, Reichenbach (who published volumes of good experimental studies), the works of the "traditional" vitalists such as Bergson and Driesch, the more recent work of Charles Littlefield, George Starr White, and others too numerous to mention. If a listing were attempted of all
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major works of this sort, it would require months of research just to compile, and the list itself would be many pages in length, for there are hundreds of such works in existence. Since it is not possible to review even a substantial part of the existing evidence, I will select five items which are of particular significance to me.

   Experiment XX. One of Reich's most significant experiments was his "Experiment XX." This experiment concerns the transition from non-living to living matter. Experiment XX is done with clear "bion" water, an orgone energy-charged water obtained by mixing and boiling water and soil and filtering the solution. This clear solution is sterilized under pressure and kept in sterile containers, some of which are frozen. On thawing, these still sterile solutions show flakes of matter, which upon microscopic examination contain forms with the characteristics of living cells; i. e. , pulsation, spontaneous movement, and reproduction. Experiment XX has been repeated successfully by many individuals, including the biologist Dr. Bernard Grad of McGill University. Dr. Grad, after carefully confirming Reich's results in several separate containers of the sterile solution, wrote:
Reich, in his monumental book, THE CANCER BIOPATHY, presented for 
the first time in history of science unequivocal evidence for the fact that living 
forms can develop from clear and autoclaved solutions.1 
Dr. Grad's article includes photographs of the living forms resulting from his repetition of Experiment
XX.

   Oranur Experiment. Another of Reich Is remarkable experiments involved the introduction of nuclear energy in the form of radioactive material into strong fields of orgone energy.2 The result was an extraordinarily severe widespread atmospheric reaction that, once started, raged out of control for months. It resulted in a dangerous increase in the "background" radiation level, as measured by several different Geiger counters, over an area thousands of times greater than the area affected by the relatively small amounts of radioactive material the experiment involved. Experimental
----------------
1Grad, Bernard. Wilhelm Reich's Experiment XX. CORE, Vol. VII (3 and 4). 130-143.

2Reich, Wilhelm. The Oranur Experiment. Orgone Energy Bulletin, Vol. 3 (4), 185-344, October,
1951.
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animals housed in a separate building from the laboratory in which the experiment was conducted and far beyond the range of possible harm from the radioactive material in itself died, every one of them. Autopsies performed by physicians present (and there were several present throughout the experiment) showed unmistakably the symptoms of radiation death. People became ill from the experiment and had to leave the area, and one physician nearly died. 

   This experiment provides evidence of orgone energy that appears to me to be irrefutable for
these reasons:
1. The experimental evidence was gathered, not by one, but by several 
     well-qualified scientists of unquestionable integrity.

2. The results showed a fully consistent picture of subjective effects, 
     objective biological effects, and measurements employing several 
     physical instruments.

3. Observations of each kind were many and repeated.

4. The results are completely inexplicable in terms of traditional physics.
   Weather Experiments. Additional evidence for orgone energy is the effect of the Reich weather control apparatus, the "cloudbuster" as he called it. This apparatus is a kind of antenna, which, upon being grounded into water, is said to be capable of withdrawing orgone energy from the sky in the direction it is pointed. It was claimed by Reich that it could dissipate clouds by withdrawing energy from them. It was also claimed that the device could be used to trigger rainfall when none was expected and even to break droughts.

   If these claims are true, Reich's apparatus is surely one of the remarkable inventions of all time. Are they true ? I believe that I am in an especially good position to evaluate these claims, because I was for nearly three years a weather forecaster in the Air Force and because I have worked experimentally with the Reich apparatus for many years.
   The results of my experiments are perfectly clear; the Reich weather control apparatus does exactly what Reich claims it does. Clouds at which the antenna is pointed shrink and disappear from the sky, while comparable clouds selected as controls do not. Figures 1 & 2 are representative of results that I have obtained again and again.
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Figure 1.
Effect of the Reich weather control apparatus on a small cumulus cloud. Time between frames: one minute. The black "X" designates the direction of the antenna at the beginning of the apparatus I use, (From a motion picture sequence)
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Figure 2. 
A "before and after" picture of another experimental cloud destruction operation. The "X" shows the target of the cloudbuster at the outset. The lower picture is the same scene 10 minutes later.
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   More difficult than cloud destruction are rainmaking experiments. These require careful preparation, observation of conditions, and skilled use of the 1 antenna. Let me quote the results of my experimental rain-making operations:1 

   In the five experimental rain-making operations I carried out, unpredicted precipitation occurred within 36 hours in every case. These are my only rain-making operations, so the results cannot be attributed to the omission of negative instances. The operations were each timed to begin when rain was unexpected and unlikely. A conservative estimate of the average probability of rain within 36 hours in the five cases is .25. This is to say that with the conditions that prevailed at the start of these operations, the chances against rain within 36 hours are estimated to be, on the average, three to one, had these operations not taken place or had the apparatus been ineffective. From this estimate it can be further calculated that if the apparatus were ineffective, the odds against rain occurring within 36 hours on all of the five operations are more than a thousand to one. (p = .255 < . 001) It is extremely unlikely that unpredicted rain would have occurred on these five occasions unless the apparatus did work.
   There are additional effects brought about by the weather control apparatus of equal value as evidence but more difficult to describe briefly. The sum total of the results is fairly described, I believe, as a powerful confirmation of Reich's description of the effects of the apparatus, and its explanation in terms of orgone energy concepts. The weather control results are utterly incomprehensible in terms of orthodox science.

   Visual Observations. Reich described many conditions under which orgone energy phenomena could be directly observed. Darkroom observations are especially important, both of the energy field of the body (the "aura") and of the effects of orgone energy devices. These take on special significance in the light of the extensive closely related darkroom observations reported more than 100 years ago by Baron Charles von Reichenbach, which formed much of the basis for his discovery of the "odyle" or "odic force." The "odyle" is identical in major respects to orgone energy, of course. These observations of Reichenbach and of Reich have never been explained in orthodox scientific terms.
-----------------
1Kelley, C. R. A New Method of Weather Control. Interscience Research Institute, 1961.
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   Good darkroom observations are difficult, because ideally they require absolute blackness, and an observer with especially sensitive "night" vision, both conditions being harder to obtain than it might seem to the casual reader. However, daytime observations of orgone energy can be made much more easily. All that is required is a small telescope set up near an ocean or lake to look out parallel to the surface of the water between a few inches and a few feet above the water level. The pulsatory movement of atmospheric orgone energy is usually easily observable. Exciting to watch, this phenomenon is completely unknown to orthodox science. It cannot be explained as an effect of wind, for it frequently has a direction cross or opposite to that of the surface wind. It forms an integral part of Reich's theory of atmospheric processes. 

   Effects of the Orgone Accumulator. The final item of evidence has to do with the orgone energy accumulator, which has profound effects that have been reported in detail in the literature on orgonomy. Temperature effects are a case in point. The temperature within the orgone accumulator tends to be slightly higher than that of the environment. Reich believed this finding to be of exceptional significance. I am even more impressed by the fact that the temperatures of individuals who sit in an orgone accumulator rise quite substantially. Paul and Jean Ritter report the results of 45 separate observations with nine different individuals as subjects. They showed an average rise in temperature of .48 degrees Fahrenheit in consequence of sitting an average of approximately 40 minutes in an accumulator. Keeping subjects ignorant of the purpose of the experiment did not prevent the rise from occurring, but substituting a plain insulated box for the accumulator did.1
   The rise in body temperature is understandable as the consequence of the body becoming charged to a higher orgone energy level by the accumulator. This increased energy level can explain, not only the rise in temperature, but the other profound biological effects, including therapeutic effects, that have been repeatedly observed and carefully reported by capable, qualified research scientists and physicians.
   Counter Evidence. The above five items of evidence have been of special significance to me. They are only a fraction of the evidence that exists, as I pointed out. What now of the evidence against the existence of orgone energy? What has traditional science done to refute or cast doubt on Reich Is claims? In the 20-plus years since Reich announced the discovery of orgone energy, no good-faith repetition of any critical orgone energy experiment has ever been
----------------------
1Ritter, Paul and Ritter, Jean. Experiments with the orgone accumulator. (undated) Nottingham,
England: The Ritter Press, 7 Magdala Road.
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published refuting Reich's results. Dr. Bernard Grad repeated and confirmed Reich's "Experiment XX;" who has refuted it? I repeated and confirmed his weather control experiments; who has refuted these? The fact is, despite (and partly because) of the ridicule, defamation, and attempts by the orthodox to "bury" Reich and orgonomy, there is no counter evidence to his experiments in any scientific publication, much less a systematic refutation of the volumes of scientific work which support his position.

   The "evidence" against orgone energy consists of distortions of facts, defamation, ridicule, and related activities the apparent motive for which has been to destroy Reich and orgonomy without examining the evidence. This leads to the final and most difficult of my four subtopics.

Resistance to the Orgone Energy Concept

   Perhaps the most perceptive of Reich's insights was the realization that there are forces in human nature which blocked the discovery of orgone energy. It is these forces which in the past distorted and then buried the work of men like Mesmer and Reichenbach. It is the same forces today which not only prevent the serious study by scientists of the concept of orgone energy, but in fact bring about attempts of every possible kind by a vicious minority to destroy the concept and those who support it. The pathological nature of these attacks is shown by their extraordinary and otherwise inexplicable
virulence.

   Orgone energy is not studied seriously by most scientists because scientists, like other people, suffer from the mass biological disorder which Reich described in detail, and which forms perhaps his greatest contribution to science.

   The human race is sick en masse, severely sick. The Christian religion expresses an understanding of this sickness in the concept of original sin. If we examine the world around us, we see that it might easily be a world of plenty. There are techniques and resources to satisfy nearly every human need, enough for every individual to lead a useful, happy, and productive life -- yet this world is dominated by wars and threat of war, by irrational politics, in many countries taking the form of fascism in one form or another. Within countries crime and mental illness are prevalent; about one American in ten at one time or another spends time in an institution, and only a small percentage of those who are mentally ill ever reach an institution.
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   Man is sick en masse, and the sickness is rooted in his structure, a structure which, for some reason, has become biologically rigid. This rigidity is shown primarily by a chronic muscular tension which Reich called armor. Armor affects most of the human race throughout all the continents. The variations in type and degree of armoring are legion, but almost every human being is armored to some extent. 
   The effect of armor is to block or restrict the flow of orgone energy in the body, and in consequence, to block or limit the emotion rooted in this energy flow. Armor limits the capacity to experience and express deep feeling. It destroys the capacity for a natural sexuality, the most intense pleasurable emotion. The armor shapes the character and mentality; it affects how people think, including how scientists think. Armor is the cause of psychosis, of crime, of fascism and of other political irrationality. It is the root of contradiction between mechanism and mysticism, which is so important to understanding resistance to the orgone energy concept.
   Our civilization is rooted in mystical religion and mechanistic science. These together comprise the principal intellectual forces in the world we live in. Both of these forces are products of armored man. Reich has said that mankind is ruled by a contradictory and murderous mixture of machines and gods, by which he meant the mystical forces of religion and the mechanistic forces of science. The mechanist armors himself in such a way that he cuts off his perception of and his contact with his own deepest nature. He becomes rigid and limited in his thought processes. He develops a mechanical concept of nature and becomes deterministic in his view of causality. He tends to think compulsively and has a deep-seated fear of the alive, the free, the spontaneously moving, the unpredictable, the deeply emotional. The mechanistic scientist reacts against orgone energy functions because they correspond to exactly that portion of nature that he has armored against. For this reason, the mechanist forms a mechanical view of creation and of life.
   The mystic, by contrast, is not completely cut off from his nature, from orgone energy phenomena within himself, but has distorted this contact because of his armor. The mystic is capable of achieving some great insights because he is in partial contact with his deepest nature; still his contact, especially his contact with his own body, is distorted, and in most cases, deeply distorted. The mystic tends to split off bodily love from the mental, the "spiritual, " and often to become ascetic and anti-sexual. This is perhaps the greatest tragedy of all, because it contributes the most to reproducing armor in the young.
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   A split perception of mind and body develops in the mystic, so that the mind seems to him capable of existing in nature in the absence of the body. Along with this the mystic tends to develop a magical view of causality. And the mystic, of course, forms a mystical or magical view of creation and life revolving about "spirit, " or "god, " which is out of contact with real physical processes. It is this view which the mystic finds most threatened by the concept of orgone energy. Recognition of the real tangible creative process as expressed in orgone energy functions threatens the mystic's concept of god as an intangible, essentially unknowable entity.

   Figure 3 depicts the relation between mechanism, mysticism, and what Reich termed "orgonomic functionalism. " Reich defined orgonomic functionalism as the natural way of thinking by the unarmored. The armor distorts natural thinking in the mechanistic or mystical direction. Both mechanistic and mystical thinking find functional thought processes foreign. Interestingly, mechanists are apt to regard them as mystical; mystics, as mechanistic.

   This is a rather cursory treatment of mechanism and mysticism. Reich discusses them in some detail in ETHER, GOD AND DEVIL and in THE MURDER OF CHRIST. Perhaps enough has been covered to show how predominant forces in our civilization are by their nature in opposition to the orgone energy concept. It will hardly be sufficient to show how deep-seated and powerful these forces are, nor to show the extreme hatred and fear that can arise from them; this is hard to believe until it is experienced personally, but to the skeptic, let me remind him that Reich's publications were burned and banned on the flimsiest of pretexts by an agency of the United States Government, that Reich himself died in a United States prison although entirely innocent of wrong-doing, and that Reich and his work have always been subject to the most incredible attacks, involving defamation, vilification, and gross distortions of facts.

   Not everyone, not even a majority react maliciously to the orgone energy concept. In fact, most people don't know enough about it to have an inkling of what it really is. Those threatened by the concept have largely succeeded in preventing others from investigating the evidence that exists about it. If the concept is sufficiently ridiculed and defamed, if the scientific reputations of those who support the concept are destroyed, if the work that has been carried out in the field is made to seem absurd and undeserving of serious study, then the concept of orgone energy can be carefully buried again, as it has been so many times in the past. There is then no necessity for scientists to examine the evidence, to repeat the experiments, or to contend with the carefully thought out and consistent scientific writing the field contains. There will always be "experts" who will lend their authority to the burial by declaring the work unworthy of serious consideration.
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	MECHANISM 

Matter is the primary reality
Mechanical view of creation
Life is a biological accident
Matter has always existed
or appears from nowhere
for no reason.
Emotion, volition, sensation
are inexplicable, or explicable
only as the results of material processes.
	
	MYSTICISM 

Mind or spirit is the primary reality.
Magical view of creation
(religious legends)
Life and matter were created
by a superintelligence in an'
unobservable supernatural process.
Emotion, volition, sensation
a r e inexplicable or magically
explained.
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	ORGONOMIC
FUNCTIONALISM 

"Mind and body" or "matter 
and spirit" are different 
aspects of one reality. 
Creation is a continuous 
observable natural process. 
"Emotion," "volition," 
"sensation" are integral 
parts of the creative 
process.
	




Figure 3. 
The relation of mechanism, mysticism, and orgonomic functionalism. Armor causes functional thinking to split into two antithetical off shoots as shown. Human thought is almost completely dominated by these pathological offshoots.
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   The many who might not be threatened by the orgone energy concept per se are threatened by the attitude others take towards it, by the scorn, the abuse, the contempt which invariably stem from pathological individuals, but unfortunately, easily infect others. It is a sad fact that the desire to be respectable is a primary motivation among scientists. Individuals threatened by the orgone energy concept attack it by making it disreputable. "Respectable" scientists then will not consider the concept or the evidence for it.

   Finally, a factor which hurts acceptance of the orgone energy concept which must not be ignored lies in the effects of the armor on the very individuals who support the concept. Those who work in orgonomy are also members of the sick human race; they too are armored, with tendencies toward mechanism and/or mysticism. Even highly-qualified scientists professing interest in orgonomy (and there are many) are usually incapable of productive work in the field. Many brave plans for research in orgonomy are made, but few materialize. For every article in the 29 volumes of evidence for orgone energy that have been cited, there were 20 or 30 planned by supporters of orgonomy but never carried out. And it is a sad fact that the quality of those which have appeared has sometimes suffered in comparison with what could be reasonably expected of the individuals involved. Research in orgonomy is extremely difficult; the process of actually working with orgone energy exposes the worker fully and directly to its threatening qualities. Other scientific work is easier to do because it is more peripheral, further removed from the core of life itself, and for this reason, less threatening to the scientist.

   This should not be construed as an apology for what has been accomplished in orgonomy. Much of this work, particularly that of Reich himself, is of the highest caliber. At present the need for additional work to confirm experiments previously done and to carry out new research is not being met, however. This is only partly because of the lack of funds, facilities and time, a lack, incidentally, due to the activities of the frightened and hateful souls who have so maligned orgonomy that they have destroyed the possibility for it to obtain research funds through normal channels. Of equal importance with the lack of funds and facilities are the characterological problems of those of us who would carry out the research.

   In summary, the fact that the orgone energy concept is not generally accepted is not due to the absence of evidence but to a widespread pathology of the human animal. This pathology consists of a rigidity of body and character that cuts the individual off from life energy functions within himself, and makes him either blind to or threatened by the functioning of this same energy in nature. The mass pathology works against acceptance of the orgone energy concept in many ways:
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· It brings about the mechanistic -and mystical character structures which prevail in our
world. 

· It causes pathological fear and hatred in a minority of individuals, who attempt to destroy
orgonomy by gross distortions of fact, defamation, and ridicule, and sometimes by direct
violence. This minority is effective because of the characterological soil in which it works. 

· The "characterological soil" consists not only of the prevailing mechanistic and
mystical characters of the majority, but also the fearfulness of scientists and
intellectuals to be associated with "disreputable" ideas. 

· Finally, the work done in orgonomy itself suffers from the fact that the mass disorder of
the human animal afflicts the proponents and investigators of the orgone energy concept
as well as their opponents, and affects the amount and quality of their work. 

   Despite these severe problems blocking acceptance of the orgone energy concept, I believe we are on the threshold of a change. The evidence for orgone energy is now too great to bury successfully and too strong to continue to ignore. More scientists will take the claims of orgonomy seriously, will repeat experiments and try to understand the orgone energy concept. This too will result in severe confusions, widespread denials of the evidence by threatened individuals, and other difficulties with which we are now familiar, and may be able to meet successfully. If so, the new direction in science implicit in the discovery of orgone energy will at last emerge into its own.
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WILHELM REICH
AND HIS AMAZING ORGONE

http://www.uiowa.edu/~anthro/webcourse/lost/projects97/orgone.htm
ABOUT ORGONE ENERGY 



Summary: 

Wilhelm Reich claimed he had discovered a universal cosmic and biological energy present everywhere and detectable through specified experiments. He called this energy orgone. He built a box with organic material on the outside and metal on the inside that he called an orgone accumulator, which he believed collected and accumulated orgone in the atmosphere. He claimed that exposure to orgone, particularly through sitting in the accumulator, promoted health and vitality, and was an effective treatment for cancer. He also claimed to detect another energy, oranur or deadly orgone radiation (DOR), which produced negative health effects and reacted to orgone. He also built a device he called a cloud buster, with which he claimed he could manipulate the weather by manipulating the orgone in the atmosphere. Reich's claims aroused much controversy, and he was taken to court for fraud by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The court ordered his books and research burned and his equipment destroyed. Reich was given a prison sentence, and he died in prison in 1957. 

Major Sources: 

Books: 
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2) Milton, Richard, Alternative Science, Park Street Press, Rochester, Vermont, 1996. 
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4) Reich, Wilhelm, Selected Writings: An Introduction to Orgonomy, Farrar, Straus and Giroux: New York, 1973. 
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3) Gardner, Martin, "Reich the Rainmaker: The Orgone Obsession." The Skeptical Inquirer, Fall 1988, Vol.13 No.1. 

Article available at: http://www.garlic.com:80/ufo/txt1/891.ufo 

Web Sites: 

1) Wilhelm Reich Homepage- 

http://www.math.utah.edu/~goodman/orgone.html 

Excerpts from Reich's Selected Writings,excerpts from The Orgone Accumulator Handbook by Dr. James DeMeo, and numerous links. 

2) Public Orgonomic Research Exchange (PORE)- 

http://w3.ime.net/~pore/index.html 

Tons of information on Reich and all aspects of orgone, including Reich's court records, past and present research in orgonomy, and much information on controversies surrounding orgone. 

3) Orgone Biophysical Research Lab (OBRL)- 

http://id.mind.net/community/orgonelab/index.htm 

Contains much past and present research and a huge bibliography of research. 

4) Wilhelm Reich Museum- 

http://www.somtel.com/~wreich/index.html 

Information on the Wilhelm Reich Museum in the Rangeley Lakes region of Maine, in the building where Reich did most of his orgone research. 

5) Another Orgone Research Laboratory (AORL)- 

http://www. geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/2514/ 

A webpage of research done on orgone by Doug Marett, who publishes a weekly synopsis of his orgone measurements. 

Assessment: 

Wilhelm Reich's claims about orgone sound quite phenomenal. His ideas about orgone energy inspired much criticism from the scientific and medical communities. However, his critics have universally failed to repeat his studies before calling his ideas absurd, calling him a fraud without testing his research. In spite of this complete avoidance of scientific methodology by critics, these criticisms still led to a FDA investigation which resulted in Reich's books, research and equipment being destroyed, and in Reich being sentenced to prison where he died. Hundreds of studies have been done repeating Reich's research and have come up with similar results. These are ignored or dismissed as faulty by his critics. Whether orgone is an actual phenomenon or a mass delusion, I have no idea, as I have done no research myself and have not seen enough studies to come to any definitive answer. The method of science is not to come up with definitive answers, however, but to propose hypotheses and attempt to disprove them, thus forming generalizations about the way thing seem to be based on our observations. This is what Reich seems to have been doing, and he encouraged others to repeat his research. His critics have not troubled themselves with the scientific method, because they already know that he is a fraud. How they know this without repeating his research seems far more mysterious than Reich's orgone. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tragedy in the Age of Science
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Orgone Energy (OR)- Primordial cosmic energy; universally present and demonstrable visually, thermically, electroscopically, and by means of Geiger-Muller counters. In the living organism: bioenergy, life energy. Discovered by Wilhelm Reich between 1936 and 1940. (DOR denotes deadly OR energy). 

-From Selected Writings: An Introduction to Orgonomy by Wilhelm Reich.1 

In the late thirties, a psychotherapist named Wilhelm Reich made what he thought was a startling discovery. He believed he had discovered a new kind of energy that somehow other scientists had previously overlooked. He claimed it was present everywhere in our atmosphere and that he had discovered a way to accumulate it and demonstrate its properties visually and through various scientific tests. He called this energy "orgone." His claims were to arouse much controversy. This paper will discuss Reich’s claims about orgone and related phenomena, as well as criticisms and studies done by others regarding these phenomena. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WILHELM REICH 

Wilhelm Reich was born March 24, 1897 in the German Ukrainian part of Austria. He was born to a farmer, and his early years on the farm encouraged his interests in biology and natural science. After a stint serving in the Austrian army during World War I, Reich went to medical school at the University of Vienna, graduating in 1922. This was followed by a postgraduate education in neuropsychiatry at the Neurological and Psychiatric University Clinic there. In 1920, Reich also became a member of the Vienna Psychoanalytic Society, headed by Sigmund Freud. From 1924-30 he held various prestigious positions at the Psychoanalyitic Institute in Vienna, followed by three years in Berlin. In 1934 Reich was kicked out of the International Psychoanalytic Association over his increasingly controversial ideas. He had to leave Berlin when Hitler came to power, as Reich was Jewish and a Communist at the time, and the nazis burned his books. He was kicked out of the communist party, and later the socialist party for his radical ideas about the influence of sexual repression on politics. 

From 1934-39 Reich did research at the Psychological Institute of the University of Oslo, Norway. It was there that he first claimed to observe orgone energy in microscopic life forms. In 1939 Reich moved to Forest Hills, New York, where he first claimed to observe orgone energy in the atmosphere and where he built his first "orgone energy accumulator." In 1942, Reich founded the Orgone Institute and acquired 200 acres of land in Maine which he called "Orgonon" after orgone energy.2 

Reich was quite famous in psychoanalytic circles for his early works, particularly for his book Character Analysis, and had numerous theories that were widely accepted by psychoanalysts. Most of these theories had to do with the relationships between mental and physical health, and between sexual repression and neurosis. Reich saw a direct link between negative mental states and subsequent physical illnesses. He also thought that many neuroses could be cured through methodical manipulations of the body, and the release of prolonged muscular tension, which he called "character armor." He was the first therapist to encourage patients to scream, weep, and physically release their emotions, which is common practice in psychotherapy today.3 His influence on psychotherapy with his early works was and continues to be widely influential. However, it is not in the scope of this paper to detail these early accomplishments. I would refer the interested reader to the biography of Reich, Fury on Earth by Myron Sharaf, for further information on these subjects. 

Although many psychologists agree with and practice many of Reich’s earlier ideas, most do not follow his ideas about orgone energy. Indeed, orgone was not pursued by Reich from the viewpoint of a psychologist, in this area he considered himself to be more of a natural scientist. By the time he moved to America, Reich had little interest in therapy, and biology and physics were the focus of his energies.4 

THE DISCOVERY OF ORGONE ENERGY 

In 1934, Reich’s ideas about the relations between the psychological and physiological were leading him further away from psychoanalysis and more into the laboratory. He wanted to see if he could find demonstrable and tangible physical evidence for Freud’s concept of the libido, and for his own ideas about psychological-physiological relationships.5 In this direction, he was executing experiments designed to measure if the sexual organs, when excited, would show an increase in their bio-electrical charge. His research indicated that sexual excitation corresponded with an increase in electrical charge on the surface of the organism, while anxiety and other negative emotions corresponded with a decrease in electrical charge.6 

These studies made Reich decide to attempt to see if this kind of effect occurred observably with microorganisms as well. This led to what Reich would refer to as "the Bion Experiments." Reich wanted to observe amoebas, a common kind of protozoa, and to do so he put blades of grass in water to observe after ten to fourteen days. After this time, according to biologists, spores come in from the air and become protozoa. Reich, however, did not see things this way. He claimed to observe that as the plant tissue at the edge of the blade gradually disintegrated, it formed vesicular structures, which would swell and detach themselves from the plant. Eventually their structure would come to be almost indistinguishable from amoebas. Reich theorized from these observations that the protozoa developed not from spores in the air but from the decaying grass itself. He called these vesicles he theorized were in a transitional stage from non-living to living "bions."7 

He decided to see if this phenomena was observable when using substances other than grass, organic and inorganic, to see if he observed bions in cultures with these other substances. He claimed to observe them in many other cultures, and soon had classified two distinct types of bions. He called these "PA-bions," which were blue in color, and "T-bacilli." These two kinds of bions he observed to have an irritating effect on each other, and claimed that T-bacilli in the presence of PA-bions would tremble and spin, eventually becoming immobile. One culture was of ocean sand that had been heated in a sterilizer, and in this culture he observed what he called "SAPA-bions," or sand-packet bions.8 

These bions were intensely blue, and had a much more powerful effect on T-bacilli, protozoa, and cancer cells than the other PA-bions. He claimed that when they were brought together with cancer cells, they killed or paralyzed the cells at a distance of up to ten microns. After observing these SAPA-bions for a period of four weeks, Reich’s eyes began to hurt, and he developed conjunctivitis. He theorized that his conjunctivitis had been caused by radiation emanating from the SAPA-bions. He decided to try observing the SAPA-bions in the dark and noticed a peculiar effect. "the observations in the dark had something uncanny about them. Once my eyes had become accustomed to the darkness, the room appeared not black but grayish-blue. I saw foglike vapors, streaks of blue light, and dots darting about."9 This blue colored radiating life energy he observed he came to call "orgone." 

THE ORGONE ACCUMULATOR 

After observing this orgone energy, Reich wanted to build a device that would contain the radiation and prevent its diffusion. Reich had observed that metal seemed to reflect the energy and organic material seemed to absorb it. Based on these observations he built a box with metal walls on the inside and organic material (cotton) on the outside. One side of the box had an opening with a lens through which the researcher could peer inside the box. In this box he continued to observe the SAPA-bions, and the effects of these he saw to be even more intense in the box. However, when he removed the SAPA-bions from the box and ventilated it, he found that he could still see a bluish light radiating from the box, although not as intensely. He assumed that the organic part of the box must have absorbed some of the radiation from the SAPA-bion cultures, so he took the box apart, dipped the metal in water, put in new cotton, and ventilated everything to clean it. When he put it all back together, he found that orgone was still observable. He had another box built which he kept distant in a different room from the SAPA-bions, but he still found orgone energy accumulating in the new box. At this point, he theorized that the orgone was already present everywhere, and the boxes were accumulating it from the atmosphere, and they were to become known as "orgone energy accumulators." Reich claimed he didn’t take this finding lightly. "I doubted every one of my observations. Such impressions as ‘the energy is present everywhere’ carried little conviction; on the contrary they were apt to raise serious doubts. In addition, the continuous doubts, objections and negative findings on the part of physicists and bacteriologists tended to make me take my observations less seriously than they deserved to be taken."10 

METHODS FOR OBSERVING AND MEASURING ORGONE ENERGY 

Reich realized that his initial observations were mostly subjective, and that he needed to find methods for objectively observing orgone. Reich soon discovered and developed a number of ways in which he claimed orgone energy could be objectively observed and measured. 

He claimed that orgone energy emitted from SAPA-bions could fog film, impart a static charge to insulators and a magnetic charge to steel.11 

He created a device called an orgonoscope which he said could observe orgone energy in the sky between flickering stars.12 

He developed an "orgone energy field meter" using a Tesla coil and metal plates that he said could show differences in energy levels between people and objects.13 

Reich built an "orgone energy pulsation demonstrator" which he claimed showed the energy field pulsations of a large metal sphere moving a smaller metallic/organic pendulum hanging nearby.14 

He observed that the space inside an orgone accumulator would spontaneously develop a higher temperature than its surroundings on sunny days, when he said the orgone charge at the Earth’s surface was strong. This effect vanished during stormy and rainy weather, when he believed the Earth’s orgone charge was weaker.15 It is interesting to note that in 1940 Reich actually made an appointment with Albert Einstein, to whom he discussed his findings and demonstrated this effect. Einstein noted the temperature difference, and was initially excited about Reich’s findings, which he said would be a "great bombshell" if they were proven to be true. Einstein soon concluded that the phenomena was caused by convection currents in the room, after which he disassociated himself from Reich.16 

Reich and others interested in orgone developed a number of other tests as well, a more thorough list of which is given in chapter 5 of The Orgone Accumulator Handbook: Construction Plans, Experimental Use, and Protection Against Toxic Energy by James DeMeo Ph.D. 

THE PROPERTIES AND EFFECTS OF ORGONE ENERGY 

We have already discussed how Reich claimed orgone was a radiating energy, blue in color, universally present that was emitted from organic materials and life forms and could be accumulated, observed, and measured. Reich also believed that in specified doses, orgone energy had positive healthful properties, and could help in the treatment of cancer, although not cure it. 

Reich did a study between 1937 and 1939 on 178 healthy mice. He injected some with T-bacilli, some with PA-bions, some with T-bacilli and then PA-bions, and some with PA- bions and then T-bacilli. The T-bacilli injected group had many more deaths than the PA-injected group. Also, his data suggested that the PA-bions had an innoculatory effect against the T-bacilli, although damage did not seem to be reversed when the T-bacilli was injected first. Of the 30 mice who died from T-bacilli injections alone, Reich claimed to find cancerous cells in 20. Reich theorized that the T-bacilli he injected acted as a cancer agent.17 

However, in the early 1940’s Reich soon found that T-bacilli were present in people who were perfectly healthy as well. Reich observed T-bacilli in both the blood of healthy people and cancer patients, and he observed that in the blood of the cancer patients, the T-bacilli developed easily and rapidly. He also found that the red blood cells disintegrated much more rapidly in the cancer patients, and when it did it formed shrunken granules as opposed to the large uniform granules of healthy people. Reich observed similar findings in the sputum, excrement and vaginal secretions of patients. He claimed he could identify patients at a high risk for cancer by the high levels of T-bacilli in their blood. Interestingly, at the time, no cancer researchers had observed or noted finding evidence of cancer in the blood or other bodily fluids of their patients. It wasn’t until 1955 that classical cancer pathology discovered that cancer cells could be found in the sputum of cancer patients.18 

Reich had earlier observed the deteriorating effects of the PA-bions, which he believed to be charged with orgone energy, had on T-bacilli, which he now believed was an agent of cancer. He decided to see how orgone energy collected in his accumulator affected mice with cancer. He found that the average life span of the untreated cancer mice was four weeks, whereas the average life span of the mice who had been treated with the accumulator was eleven weeks. "The very first tests revealed an astonishingly rapid effect; the mice recuperated rapidly, the fur became smooth and shiny, the eyes lost their dullness, the whole organism became vigorous instead of contracted and bent, and the tumors ceased to grow or even receded."19 

At this point Reich and his colleagues began using the accumulator themselves, and claimed increased vitality and improved health. Reich claimed that the length of exposure that would be beneficial for each person varied and encouraged people to experiment with the duration. Too much orgone he believed was unhealthy. Reich began experimenting with the use of orgone accumulators on cancer patients. In the fifteen cases he worked with between 1941 and 1943, all were in advanced stages of cancer. Three of them died in the time expected by their doctors, six of them lived five to twelve months longer than expected, and the rest were still alive when Reich published his paper on them in 1943. In all cases he claimed that their pain was greatly alleviated and their use of morphine was lessened or eliminated altogether.20 

DEADLY ORGONE RADIATION (DOR) 

With the outset of the Korean war in the early 1950’s, Reich hoped he could help the war effort with the healing properties he attributed to orgone energy. In particular, he thought orgone may help inoculate people against radiation poisoning. To this end he planned on doing some experiments with mice being exposed to nuclear radiation. In January 1951, Before he attempted this experiment, Reich decided to see what effect it would have if he placed a one milligram unit of pure radium in an orgone accumulator, hoping that perhaps the orgone would counteract the nuclear energy. Soon after he began this experiment, he found the air in the room "charged and oppressive." Before he had begun the experiment, he had tested the area with a Geiger-Muller counter, and the background count for radiation had been 35 counts per minute (cpm), but he now found the meter to be "jammed." Speculating that it may be a problem with the battery, he took it outside to the fresh air, and it resumed reading at 35 cpm. Reich immediately stopped the experiment and removed the radium to a shed 150 feet away from the laboratory. They then aired out the lab, but it didn’t seem to stop the negative effects, although the Geiger-Muller count returned to normal. People reported feeling nausea, dizziness, headaches, loss of appetite, weakness, and numerous other negative symptoms. Reich speculated that instead of the orgone counteracting the nuclear radiation, nuclear energy had instead altered the orgone. He called this new effect "deadly orgone radiation" (DOR) or "oranur."21 

In spite of the negative subjective reactions his colleagues were reporting, Reich decided to continue the experiment, and did so for another six days, with increasing negative effects, until he decided that they were too dangerous to pursue any further. The negative effects of the DOR continued to be reported, and in March 1952, Reich and his assistants evacuated Orgonon, working mostly out of their apartments or homes.22 

CLOUD-BUSTING 

After the "Oranur experiment" Reich noted the area around Orgonon had a quality of bleakness and stillness, and was impressed by what he called "DOR-clouds." These had a similarity to smog, were black and oppressive, and could be present even on otherwise sunny days. Attempting to get rid of these clouds, he created the "cloud-buster," a device he compared to the lightning rod. It was made of long, hollow metal pipes connected by cables to a deep well. He theorized from earlier observations that orgone was attracted to water and clouds could thus be manipulated by the cloud-buster. "Clouds dissipate when the cloud-buster pipes are aimed at their center; they grow when we aim at the close vicinity in the cloud free sky."23 

Reich followed these discoveries with a number of demonstrations of the cloud-buster’s effects, many of which he claimed were highly successful. 

CRITICISMS OF WILHELM REICH AND ORGONE ENERGY 

Orgone energy was and is a controversial subject for many reasons. First of all, if it truly existed, why had no one previously detected it? There are historical precedents to energies resembling orgone, however. Chinese and Japanese herbalists, acupuncturists, and martial artists all claim to manipulate a similar energy with the names "chi" or "ki." Yogis in India speak of a similar energy called "kundalini." Many other cultures have similar parallels; in parts of Africa and Polynesia they have "mana," in some Moslem countries they have "baraka," and some of the Plains Indians they have "wakan." In the sixteenth century, Paracelsus claimed to observe a similar energy he called "munia," in the eighteenth century, Goethe claimed to observe a similar energy he called "Gestaltung."24 Numerous other historical examples exist of a similar elusive life energy, such as Franz Mesmer’s "animal magnetism," Karl Reichenbach’s "odic force," and Walter Kilner’s "human atmosphere."25 

Another obvious problem with Reich’s orgone energy ideas is that if they are true, they bring into question many well established paradigms in multiple scientific fields, notably biology and physics. If his claims that the temperature of the air in an orgone accumulator is different than the air around it were proven true, for example, this would seem to defy the second law of thermodynamics. If any of his theories about orgone were shown to be accurate, it would require a lot of rethinking in numerous scientific disciplines.26 

In the introduction to Wilhelm Reich in Hell, author Robert Anton Wilson states, "The major serious argument against orgone… is Occam’s Razor. That is, most physicists and biologists do not perceive any need for such a theory, and in science an unnecessary theory is generally considered a meaningless and useless theory."27 However, as Wilson also observes, just because most physicists’ and biologists’ current models do not require the concept of orgone energy to work, this does not mean that they would not benefit from its inclusion. If orgone energy does exist, and is demonstrable as Reich claimed, then these scientists certainly would want to start formulating theories to fit it into their frameworks. 

Reich and his orgone energy theories were targets of numerous criticisms from the scientific community and other sources. One of the first of these came on May 26, 1947 in an article by Mildred Edie Brady published in The New Republic. It was titled "The Strange Case of Wilhelm Reich" and subtitled "The man who blames both neuroses and cancer on unsatisfactory sexual activities has been repudiated by only one scientific journal." The journal she refers to was Psychosomatic Medicine , which characterized Reich’s orgone energy as "a surrealistic creation," according to Brady. This article was a criticism of Reich’s entire career, and was a call for the psychiatrists of America to better discipline their field. However, the article misrepresents a number of Reich’s ideas in its criticisms (such as the off base assumption that orgone accumulators were supposed to increase your "orgiastic potency," which Reich never claimed), and most of the criticisms seem to be that the author simply doesn’t like or agree with Reich’s ideas. While the criticism of these ideas is not a problem, Brady seems to think that Reich should not have been allowed to pursue them. Indeed, she argued that Reich should not be allowed to practice psychiatry. The article implies that Reich is either a fraud or he’s crazy, and Brady does not take Reich’s ideas seriously. She also does not attempt to repeat his experiments, which would be the scientific way to judge whether orgone energy is an actual phenomenon or not. Unfortunately, this is a pattern you see repeated with most of Reich’s critics.28 Regardless of whether this article was fair, it was very influential on Reich’s future critics and was a factor that led to Reich’s future problems with the Food and Drug Administration, which will be discussed later.29 

Another major critic of Reich’s is Martin Gardner, a member of the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP). He has written a number of criticisms of Reich since the fifties, the most recent of which appeared in the Fall 1988 Skeptical Inquirer, the journal of CSICOP. Once again, these criticisms misrepresent Reich’s work, paint him as a fraud or a lunatic, and fail to reproduce any of his experiments or refer to any experiments refuting Reich’s theories. The most recent criticism places undue emphasis on Reich’s personal life and Reich’s speculations about UFOs that he claimed to have witnessed, and which has little to do with whether Reich’s ideas about orgone are valid or not. 30 Reich theorized that UFO’s could perhaps be crafts from other planets powered somehow by orgone energy. It should be noted that many thousands of other people have also claimed to have observed UFOs. Even if Reich was incorrect with these ideas, even if Reich became crazy as a three-eyed monkey, it does not necessarily invalidate his other research, especially if his experiments can be reproduced with similar results by other researchers. In Gardner’s book Science: Good, Bad and Bogus, Gardner says, "The reader may wonder why a competent scientist does not publish a detailed refutation of Reich’s absurd biological speculations. The answer is that the informed scientist doesn’t care, and would, in fact, damage his or her reputation by taking the time to undertake such a thankless task."31 It comes as no surprise that Gardner is not a scientist. The entire basis of science rests on experimental testing of hypothesis, and Reich encouraged the testing of his hypotheses. But Gardner claims this is unnecessary because he already knows what the results of the tests will be before anybody does them. Strangely, Gardner also claims he doesn’t believe in precognition. 

The cause of scientific innovation is noticing that which has previously been ignored, or to see things in a new light. Treating research in unpopular areas as absurd or off limits discourages innovation, by socially ostracizing those who do pursue these fields of research, and by limiting funding granted to these fields. We are fortunate that many scientists do not share Gardner’s anti-scientific attitude, and have the courage to conduct research in fields that smaller minds may find off limits. Many people have even dared (and many continue to dare) to repeat the "absurd" experiments of Wilhelm Reich. 

INDEPENDANT STUDIES ON ORGONE ENERGY 

James DeMeo, Ph.D., the director of the Orgone Biophysical Research Lab, claims to have reproduced many of Reich’s experiments with similar results to Reich’s. By October 1988, DeMeo claimed to have participated in over thirty cloud busting experiments, more than half of which took place during drought conditions, and approximately 80% of which were successful in that rain appeared within 48 hours. In addition he has published a Bibliography on Orgone Biophysics covering research people h ave done on orgone energy from 1934 to 1986. It contains over 400 separate citations by more than 100 different authors. The bibliography includes fifty citations for articles supporting Reich’s results on cloud-busting, six studies supporting his ideas about cancer retardation or wound healing from orgone accumulators on lab mice, and numerous other studies supporting Reich’s claims. The bibliography noted one German study called "The Psycho-Physiological Effects of the Reich Orgone Accumulator," a double-blind, controlled study which supported Reich’s theories of beneficial stimulation of the body from accumulated orgone. DeMeo claims, "There has never been, to the best of my knowledge, any researcher who has ever carefully reproduced Reich’s experiments and obtained clearly negative findings."32 Reich’s observations on temperature differences in the accumulator have been replicated in almost 20 studies. Dr. Courtney Baker, a psychiatrist with graduate training in physics, did 204 readings over 15 days, finding positive temperature differences 51% of the time, negative differences 25% of the time, and no difference 24% of the time.33 Many other studies have been published on the World Wide Web, particularly at the Public Orgonomy Research Exchange (PORE) website. Gardner criticizes that nobody has detected orgone energy outside of orgonomy circles. It seems more likely that any person whose data agreed with Reich’s would be labeled an orgonomist by Gardner, whether they were particularly sympathetic to Reich or not. This is, therefore, not really a valid criticism, but rather an attempt to discredit people by calling them names. 

The only major studies done that claim to refute Reich were done by doctors and scientists for the Food and Drug Administration. Influenced by Mildred Brady’s negative article on Reich in The New Republic, Reich was investigated by the FDA. It is interesting to note that in all of the testimonials the FDA received from users of the accumulator, there were no negative reports. 

One study was performed by Dr. Kurt Lion, testing the temperature differences inside the accumulator, to see if they were higher, as Reich claimed. He found no positive temperature differences, although he did find a number of negative temperature differences. According to physics, there should be no temperature differences, hotter or colder. Lion also did not make it clear whether he followed all of the requirements of Reich’s study. For example, he didn’t say how he achieved an even room temperature, which, if done by air conditioning, would supposedly effect the orgone energy in the room. Reich himself sometimes got negative readings, which he attributed to weather conditions which he claimed lessened the orgone in the atmosphere, such as rain.34 

The FDA also studied the effects that the accumulator had on cancer patients in various hospitals. However, their testing once again failed to follow Reich’s requirements. For example, they often only had patients sit in the accumulator a few times. One 64 year old woman with cancer of the large intestine and pelvis was treated four times with the accumulator for 20 minutes each time. She died shortly after this. Reich never claimed that using the accumulator for such a serious condition would cause improvements in such a short time, and he never claimed orgone cured cancer, but rather improved the health of those who had cancer. Indeed, most of Reich’s patients with cancer died from it as well, but he claimed orgone exposure gave them a longer and less painful life. The tests also ignored Reich’s emphasis that radioactive substances such as X-rays and radium should be nowhere near the accumulator, as they would produce DOR. One of the doctors conducting these studies, Dr. Frank H. Krusen wrote, "It was very difficult for me to bring myself to take the time to prepare this report because of the fact that this quackery is of such a fantastic nature that it hardly seems worthwhile to refute the ridiculous claims of its proponents."35 With such close-mindedness towards Reich’s ideas, the lack of care in reproducing his tests comes as no surprise. 

These and other poorly replicated studies led the FDA in 1956 to take Wilhelm Reich to court for fraud, as they claimed orgone did not exist, and for the sale and rental of orgone accumulators across state lines. 

AXES AND INCINERATORS 

On May 25, 1956, Reich was sentenced to two years in prison and a $50,000 fine to the Wilhelm Reich Foundation. It was also ordered that his scientific equipment and orgone accumulators be destroyed, and his scientific papers and books burned. On June 5, FDA agents went to Orgonon and ordered Reich’s coworkers to chop up his accumulators with axes. All the accumulators that had been shipped out had to be recalled and destroyed. On June 26, the FDA forced a worker at the company that built the accumulators to burn 251 pieces of literature about orgone. On August 23, they made other colleagues of Reich’s burn six tons of Reich’s work, some of which were books not having directly to do with orgone. One colleague, Victor Sobey, commented, "I felt like people who, when they are to be executed, are made to dig their own graves…" Three other cases of court ordered book burnings of Reich’s work continued into the 1960’s. On November 3, 1957, Reich was found dead in his prison cell from heart failure. It was illegal to reprint his works for a number of years after his death.36 

SCIENCE AND SKEPTICISM 

Reading this paper may make one assume that I agree with Reich’s ideas and theories. This is not the case. I have no idea what to believe about Reich’s findings. I have done no studies myself and have not seen enough data to pass any kind of definitive judgment. While science is probably our most accurate and precise way of looking at the world, it still has severe limitations, and no system of observation could ever be entirely objective. All observations we make must first be filtered through our senses, and then analyzed by our reason. Since neither senses nor reason are infallible, no observation made using them is infallible. Various experiments in quantum mechanics have emphasized this fact, such as the observation that photons and electrons can appear to be acting as either particles or waves depending upon how you observe them.37 The purpose of science is not to find definite answers or beliefs. That is the result of dogmatism. It is rather to propose hypotheses and attempt to disprove them, thus forming generalizations about the way things seem to be based on our observations. It would seem that this is what Wilhelm Reich was doing in his experimentation. His critics, however, seem to believe they know definite answers. How they could know these answers without duplicating Reich’s research seems far more mysterious than Reich’s orgone. 

However, whether Reich’s ideas were right or wrong is really irrelevant. For science to progress as it should, it requires a free flow of ideas. Reich should not have been imprisoned, his equipment should not have been destroyed, and his books and papers should not have been burned. As Reich put it, "I would like to plead for my right to investigate natural phenomena without having any guns pointed at me. I also ask for the right to be wrong without being hanged for it."38 

It would be comforting to think that Reich’s case is an isolated example. However, suppression of scientific knowledge has a long history, going back at least to the times of Bruno, Galileo, and Copernicus, and shows no signs of stopping now. Both Edison’s electric light and the Wright Brothers’ airplane were widely believed to be fraudulent when they were first invented. "Experts" were so certain that the laws of physics made heavier than air flight impossible that they rejected the Wright Brothers’ claims without the bother of actually examining the evidence themselves. Even two years after their first flight, and in spite of numerous public demonstrations, the Wrights were ridiculed as a hoax in the January 1906 Scientific American.39 One notable example of suppressed science in recent years is the theory of continental drift, which was initially rejected and ridiculed by the scientific community, but has come to be accepted in recent years as probable. In March 1989, Professors Martin Fleishmann and Stanley Pons claimed to have observed a process they called "cold fusion." This process they claimed could produce usable amounts of energy in a glass of water at room temperature through what seemed to be a nuclear process. Scientists were skeptical, and many were actively hostile to their announcement, some publicly accusing Fleishmann and Pons of fraud. Researchers at MIT and Harwell, two institutions where billions of dollars in research money had gone into researching "hot fusion," soon claimed that Fleishmann’s and Pons’ results could not be reproduced. It was soon discovered that researchers at MIT had manipulated the results of their study. Based on these studies, however, little subsequent research money could be found for cold fusion, and the US patent office still relies on the MIT study in rejecting all patent claims having to do with cold fusion. In the meantime, at least 92 studies at various other universities and corporations have replicated the cold fusion reactions of the initial study. A European fusion scientist, Dr. Paul Henri Rebut, complained of Fleishmann and Pons, "To accept their claims one would have to unlearn all the physics we have learnt in the last century."40 Obviously, Dr. Rebut is quite comfortable with his model, and does not wish to have cold fusion rocking his boat, regardless of whether his model is right or not. 

One could argue that science is self correcting, and ideas that are valid will eventually come to be accepted. It is possible that this is often so, but such a statement cannot be proven or falsified. One is left wondering how many valid scientific ideas are simply ignored because they do not fit in current paradigms, and are rather unlikely to ever be accepted by the scientific community. As I have already noted, ideas that are not accepted by the scientific community at large are unlikely to be funded, and without funding it is unlikely research will be pursued in these areas. This ignoring of unpopular ideas is certainly the case with orgone, in spite of hundreds of studies claiming his research is valid. Some other scientists whose research seems to have inspired some degree of scientific suppression in recent years include Dr. Immanuel Velikovsky, two time Nobel Prize winner Dr. Linus Pauling, and Dr. Rupert Sheldrake. It is interesting to note that Sheldrake’s theories have to do with a "morphogenetic field," another field surrounding the Earth, and are in that sense similar to Reich’s ideas about orgone. The prestigious science journal Nature, in its September 24, 1981 issue published an article about one of Sheldrake’s books titled "A Book For Burning."41 The interested reader is referred to the informative books The New Inquisition by Robert Anton Wilson and Alternative Science by Richard Milton for further reading on these subjects, and many other subjects covered in this paper. 

The most obvious agents of this apparent scientific suppression are, ironically, the so-called "skeptics organizations," the most notable of which is the aforementioned CSICOP. CSICOP has some famous scientists in its ranks, such as Stephen Jay Gould and Carl Sagan. But it should be noted that many of the members are not scientists, and that thirteen of CSICOP’s members are magicians, including three on the Executive Council of the Committee, "The Amazing" James Randi, Ray Hyman, and the aforementioned Martin Gardner. Magicians professionally manipulate the truth in an entertaining fashion, which would also seem to be the major tactic of CSICOP. Indeed, the skeptics groups grew out of magicians groups, and magicians have over 400 years of history of controversy with the paranormal.42 

While true skepticism is absolutely essential to good science, the members of CSICOP are not truly skeptical, but rather "prove" exactly that which they already hold to be true. These fellows apparently have no skepticism about their own skepticism. In their eagerness to show people to be frauds, cranks and "pseudo-scientists," they throw good science out the window, selectively ignoring evidence, failing to reproduce experiments, and not allowing people with differing viewpoints a forum for rebuttal. 

I have already given examples of Martin Gardner of CSICOP ignoring evidence in the Reich case, and this selective ignorance is also apparent in CSICOP's lack of attention to papers presented in respectable science journals showing supporting evidence for psychic abilities. As far as actual scientific research goes, CSICOP has a policy of not conducting research itself. This policy was implemented after CSICOP did research about the "Mars Effect" theory in the "pseudo-science" astrology. The story behind this is quite revealing in what it shows us about the attitudes prevailing in the organized "skeptics groups." 

A French statistician, Michael Gauquelin, had published a statistical sampling which seemed to support the Mars Effect theory. The Mars Effect makes the claim that of the twelve positions that Mars occupies in the sky, two of them are particularly favorable for great athletes to be born during. Statistically, there should have been approximately 2/12 or approximately 17% of the athletes observed born in that range, but Gauquelin found 22%. The statistical odds against this occurring by chance are several million to one. 

CSICOP set out to "debunk" Gauquelin’s statistics. The CSICOP report claimed to prove that 22% of sports champions were born in this time period because 22% of all humans were born in this time period. However the research did not prove this, the result was obtained by rearranging the figures, particularly by reducing the number of athletes in the study from 2088 to a selectively chosen 303. Indeed, when the entire 2088 athletes are returned to the data, they confirm Gauquelin’s findings. 

When the CSICOP Executive Council member and astronomer Dennis Rawlins found out about this statistical fraud, he attempted to correct the error. The rest of CSICOP chose to ignore him, and The Skeptical Inquirer refused to publish a letter by Rawlins regarding the affair, even though he was the Associate Editor of the journal. When Rawlins did another study about the Mars Effect which did contradict Gauquelin’s findings, The Skeptical Inquirer was glad to publish it, but wouldn’t let him note the mistakes of the original report. When they published the article, they failed to publish a disclaimer that they had agreed to publish that stated they had censored his article. 

At this point Rawlins asked for a group of "impartial referees" to look at the matter. When the CSICOP appointed referees looked at the data, they agreed that the original report was seriously flawed, and confirmed Gauquelin’s data. CSICOP then refused to print the referees’ report. 

Rawlins was subsequently forced out of the Committee, and published an article about the whole affair in the October 1981 issue of Fate, the same month CSICOP instituted its no research policy.43 

In James DeMeo’s response to Martin Gardner’s 1988 criticism of Reich he notes that the editors of The Skeptical Inquirer not only refused to publish his response, but wouldn’t even acknowledge that he had sent them a letter and rebuttal. 44 

One of the founding fathers of CSICOP, Professor Marcello Truzzi, a sociologist, resigned from CSICOP over their lack of objectivity, and has referred to it as "an advocacy body upholding orthodox establishment views." He published his own scientific journal, The Zetetic Scholar, where, in a novel fashion, they allowed articles on more than one side of an issue, and encouraged debate.45 In issues 12-13 of The Zetetic Scholar, Truzzi published an article he titled, "On Pseudo-Skepticism." In it he states, "In science, the burden of proof falls upon the claimant; and the more extraordinary a claim, the heavier is the burden of proof demanded. The true skeptic takes an agnostic position, one that says the claim is not proved rather than disproved. He asserts that the claimant has not borne the burden of proof and that science must continue to build its cognitive map of reality without incorporating the extraordinary claim as a new "fact." Since the true skeptic does not assert a claim, he has no burden to prove anything. He just goes on using the established theories of "conventional science" as usual. But if a critic asserts that there is evidence for disproof, that he has a negative hypothesis --saying, for instance, that a seeming psi result was actually due to an artifact--he is making a claim and therefore also has to bear a burden of proof ."46 

The reasons for many scientists’ and the skeptical groups’ close-mindedness are hard to fathom. Perhaps some people have a psychological need for certainty in their beliefs. Maybe some scientists fear ideas that change, widen or refute established paradigms, paradigms they may have a great deal of professional or emotional attachment to. 

Money, politics and power certainly could be a large part of it. Indeed, some influential "skeptics," such as Martin Gardner and "The Amazing" James Randi have created whole careers out of the skeptics’ movement, and have much financially at stake in it. Politics influence anything humans participate in, and science is no different. There is certainly political motive to ignore orgone. If orgone could help those with cancer, for example, then drug corporations and allopathic physicians would stand to lose a lot of money from their established treatments if orgone accumulators became an acceptable treatment. Power goes beyond money and politics, to the power to influence peoples ideas and beliefs. Science certainly has a great deal of influence on what people believe, and CSICOP and the skeptics groups seem to seek to control these beliefs with the papal authority of a scientific church. Using science properly and open-mindedly, this is not possible, so they have to use "whatever means necessary" to support their established dogmas. 

Some claim that incorrect ideas about science and scientific concepts are dangerous. I would argue that what people choose to do with concepts is where the real danger lies. Real science, after all, is what led to the atom bomb. True ideas can be just as dangerous as false ones. 

What I do find truly dangerous is the repression of free scientific inquiry. This is the cause of the burning of Wilhelm Reich’s books, this is the cause of the destruction of Wilhelm Reich’s equipment, and this is the cause of Wilhelm Reich dying alone in a prison cell. 

"Space travel is bunk."-Sir Harold Spencer Jones, Britain’s Astronomer Royal, two weeks before the Russians launched Sputnik I. 47 

"Science is a maw, or a headless and limbless stomach, an amoeba-like gut that maintains itself by incorporating the assimilable and rejecting the indigestible." -Charles Fort.48 

Wilhelm Reich and His Amazing Orgone is copyright 1997 by Steven Stwalley. 
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    Would you believe that in the United States of America,  a scientist could be hounded to his death and his works burned by the government as recently as the 1950's.  I couldn't believe it when I first heard it but it's true.  Don't be deceived, when extremists get into positions of power, tolerance and freedom are the first things to go (for our own good, of course). 

    Wilhelm Reich discovered the link between the physical world and the psychic world.  He called it Orgone energy.  Amongst his findings Reich found that unlike most energy forms where potentials flow from higher-to-lower, with Orgone it was the reverse. He argued that the greatest concentrations of Orgone was to be found in water. Eventually, Reich built accumulators big enough to sit in and it was claimed to have noticeable healing results in the cure of mental disorders and cancer. 

    In 1948 Reich founded the 'Orgone Institute' at Rangeley, Maine, USA. It was here that the experiments with orgone energy and electromagnetism were carried out and discussed in the 1951 publication, 'The Oranur Experiment' (first report 1947-1951). 
As experiments were being carried out, it is reputed that menacing clouds formed above the institute, lab workers and visitors became sick and it was said that the general area felt oppressive, with an impending sense of doom. Even trees and shrubs were reported to have blackened and died. It was then that Reich maintained that he had started to produce what he called 'DOR'. (Deadly Orgone Radiation). 'OR' (Orgone Radiation) was believed by Reich to be a life giving process, DOR was the reverse which is why people fell ill and plants died. Reich then decided that he needed to clear the air of DOR by producing OR to cancel out the effects. 

    It was at this point Reich invented what would be known as a 'Cloud Buster'. This was a series of aluminum pipes/tubes of different lengths which sat on a revolving platform. From the tubes came an earthing cable which led to water. When pointed at the sky, it is claimed that clouds could be dispersed or formed. 

    In the years since the persecution of Reich, there has been independent research that has confirmed many of his findings. While these findings have been published there has been little or no publicity and scientists engaged in this field of research run the risk of being ridiculed and dismissed by their more orthodox peers. 

There are therapists who practice forms of Orgone therapy in the U.S. and succeed where others fail but they are not exactly easy to locate. 

Taken from Wilhelm Reich Selected Writings Published 1961 
Copyright 1960 by Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust Fund 

Wilhelm Reich Biographical Note 

Wilhelm Reich was born on March 24, 1897, in the German-Ukranian part of Austria, as the son of a well-to-do farmer. 
His mother-language was German, and until 1938 Wilhelm  Reich (hereafter WR) was an Austrian citizen. 
Although he was taught the Old Testament as well as the New from the standpoint of scientific interest, WR had no 
religious education and adhered to no religious creed or political party. His early education (1903-7) was as a private 
student. He passed his examinations at an Austro-German public school and attended a German high school between 
1907 and 1915, preparing for natural sciences. He graduated in 1915 with "Stimmeneinhelligkeit." 
WR's interest in biology and natural science was stimulated early by the life on the farm, close to agriculture and cattle- 
farming and breeding in which he took part every summer and during the harvest. Between his 8th and 12th years, he had his 
own collection and breeding laboratory of butterflies, insects and plants under the guidance of a private teacher. The natural 
life functions, including the sexual function, were familiar to him as far back as he could remember, and this may well have 
determined his later strong inclination, as a bio-psychiatrist, toward the biological foundation of the emotional life of man, 
and also his biophysical discoveries in the fields of medicine and biology, as well as education. 

Ater the death of his father in 1914, WR, then 17, directed the farm work quite on his own, without interrupting his 
studies, until the war disaster put an end to this work and destroyed all property in 1915. He was in the Austrian Army 
from 1915 to 1918 (a lieutenant from 1916 to 1918) and was at the Italian front three times. 

In 1918, WR entered the Medical School of the University of Vienna, earning his living and paying his way through school 
by tutoring fellow students in pre-medical subjects. As a war veteran, he was permitted to complete the 6 year course in 4 
years, and he passed the 18 Rigorosa in 18 medical subjects and received "excellent" ("ausgezeichnet") in all the pre-medical 
subjects. He was graduated and obtained the M.D. degree in July, 1922. 

During his last year of medical school, WR took postgraduate work in Internal Medicine at the University Clinics of Ortner 
and Chvostek at University Hospital, Vienna. He continued his postgraduate education in Neuro-Psychiatry for two years 
(1922-24) at the Neurological and Psychiatric University Clinic under Professor Wagner-Jauregg, and worked one year in the 
disturbed wards under Paul Schilder. His postgraduate study also included attendance at polyclinical work in hypnosis and 
suggestive therapy at the same University Clinic and special courses and lectures in biology at the University of Vienna. 
Also, while still in medical school, in October 1920, WR attained membership in the Vienna Psychoanalytic Society, 
then under Professor Sigmund Freud. 

WR began psychoanalytic and psychiatric private practice in 1922. By 1933, the demands of work in orgone energy research 
required the termination of private practice. 

WR was First Clinical Assistant at Freud's Psychoanalytic Polyclinic in Vienna (under the directorship of Dr. Edward 
Hitschmann) from its foundation in 1922 until 1928; Vice-Director of the Polyclinic, 1928-1930, and Director of the 
Seminar for Psychoanalytic Therapy at the same institution, 1924-1930. As a member of the faculty of the Psychoanalytic 
Institute in Vienna, 1924-1930, WR gave lectures on clinical subjects and bio-psychiatric theory. He did research in the 
social causation of the neurosis at the Polyclinic from 1924, and at mental hygiene consultation centers in various districts in 
Vienna (Sozialistische Cesellschaft fuer Sexualberatung und Sexualforschung); centers which he founded and led from 
1928 through 1930. He continued his mental hygiene work In Berlin, 1930-1933, as lecturer at the Psychoanalytic Clinic and 
at the Worker's College, and as head physician in mental  hygiene centers of various cultural organizations in Berlin and 
other German cities. In the winter of 1933, Hitler assumed complete power and WR was forced to leave Germany. 
Between 1934 and 1939, WR lectured and did research in orgone biophysics at the Psychological Institute of the Uni- 
versity of Oslo, Norway. 

In 1939, having received an invitation from the representative of American Psychosomatic Medicine, Theodore P. Wolfe, 
M.D., Wilhelm Reich came to the United States and transferred the Orgone Energy Laboratory to Forest Hills, N.Y. During 
the years from 1939 to 1941, he was Associate Professor of Medical Psychology at the New School for Social Research in 
New York City, giving lectures on orgone biophysics.  The Or gone Institute was founded by WR in 1942 in New 
York, and in the same year over 200 acres of land were acquired in Maine and called "Orgonon," the future home of 
Orgonomy, the Science of the Life Energy. The Wilhelm Reich Foundation was founded in Maine, 1949, by students and 
friends, to preserve the Archives of WR and to secure the future of his discovery of the Cosmic Orgone Energy. 

In 1954, the Federal Food and Drug Administration initiated a complaint for an injunction against Wilhelm Reich and the 
Wilhelm Reich Foundation, attacking specifically and clearly designed to discredit Wilhelm Reich's monumental discovery 
of the Cosmic Life Energy-Orgone Energy. WR refused to be forced into court as a "defendant" in matters of basic natural 
research, and he explained his position in a "Response" addressed to the United States District Judge for the District of 
Maine. 

On March 19th, a Decree of Injunction was issued on default.   Wilhelm Reich was subsequently accused of criminal con- 
tempt in disobeying this injunction and, following a jury trial in May, 1956 in which his plea was "not guilty," he was sen- 
tenced to two years imprisonment. The Foundation was fined $10,000, and an Orgonomic physician was sentenced to one 
year and a day in prison. On November 3, 1957, Wilhelm Reich died of a heart attack in the Federal Penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa.  He was 
known to have heart trouble 

Many of Reich's published materials were burned by the United States F.D.A. that were named in an Injunction against Reich by default. This was done on two ocassions between 1957-1960 by the FDA in NYC. (It is for this reason that the interest into Reich's work has for many people a lot of unanswered questions!) 

SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT OF WILHELM REICH 
  
Wilhelm Reich's basic scientific discoveries include the follow ing: Orgasm theory and technique of Character-Analysis (1923- 
34); Respiratory block and muscular armor (1928-34); Sex-economic self-regulation of primary natural drives in their dis- 
tinction from secondary, perverted drives (1928-34); The role of irrationalism and human sex-economy in the origin of dic- 
tatorship of all political denominations (1930-34); The orgasm reflex (1934); The bio-electrical nature of sexuality and anxiety 
(1935-36); Orgone energy vesicles, BIONS, (1936-39); Origin of the cancer cell from bionously disintegrated animal tissue, 
and the organization of protozoa from bionously disintegrated moss and grass (1936-39); T-bacilli in sarcoma (1937); Discovery 
of the bioenergy (Orgone Energy) in SAPA Bions (1939), in the atmosphere (1940); Invention of the Orgone Energy Ac- 
cumulator (1940); and the Orgone Energy Field Meter (1944); Experimental Orgone Therapy of the Cancer Biopathy (1940- 
45); Experimental investigation of primary biogenesis (Experiment XX, 1945); Method of Orgonomic Functionalism (1945); 
Emotional Plague of man as a disease of the bio-energetic equilibrium (1947); Orgonometric equations (1949-50); Hypo- 
thesis of cosmic superimposition of two orgone energy streams as the basis of hurricanes and galaxy formation (1951); Anti- 
nuclear radiation effects of Orgone Energy (The Oranur Experiment, First Report, 1947-51); Discovery of DOR (deadly orgone 
energy) and identification of its properties including a specific toxicity (DOR sickness) (1951-52); Identification of Melanor, 
Orite, Brownite and Orene and initial steps toward preatomic chemistry (1951-54); Use of "reversed" orgonomic potential in 
removing DOR from the atmosphere in cloudbusting and weather control (1952-55); Theory of desert formation in nature 
and in man (the emotional desert) and demonstration of reversibility (Orop Desert Ea and the Medical DOR-Buster) (1954- 
55); Theory of disease based on DOR accumulation in the tissues (1954-55); Equations of gravity and anti-gravity (1950- 
57); Development and practical application of Social Psychiatry (1951-57). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY
The following titles are available to order. Most of Reich's works are out of print. 

Order Wilhelm Reich's Character Analysis Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's Listen, Little Man! Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's Beyond Psychology : Letters and Journals 1934-1939 Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's The Function of the Orgasm : Sex-Economic Problems of Biological Energy (Discovery of the Orgone, Vol 1) Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's The Mass Psychology of Fascism Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's Passion of Youth : An Autobiography, 1897-1922 Today! 

Order Wilhelm Reich's On Wilhelm Reich & Orgonomy Today! 

(This Bibliography, with slight changes, is reprinted from Bibliography on Orgonomy, Orgone Institute Press, Rangeley, Maine, 1953. ) 

BOOKS BY WILHELM REICH 

1. DER TRIEBHAFTE CHARAKTER, Internationaler Psychoanalytischer Verlag, 1925. 

 2 . DIE FUNKTION DES ORGASMUS , In ternationaler Psychoanalytischer Verlag, 1927. English excerpts appeared in International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 1930. 

 3. DIALEKTISCHER MATERIALISMUS UND PSYCHOANALYSE, 1st ed., "Unter dem banner des Marxismus," German and Russian, 1929. 2nd ed., Sexpol Verlag, 1934. Trans. Serbian. 

 4. SEXUALERREGUNG UND SEXUALBEFRIEDIGUNG, Muenster Verlag, Vienna, 1999. Three editions (10,000 copies). Trans. Hungarian, 1930. 

 5. GESCHLECHTSREIFE, ENTHALTSAMKEIT, EHEMORAL, Muenster Verlag, Vienna, 1930. 

 6a. DIE SEXUALITAET IM KULTURKAMPF, Sexpol Verlag, 1936. 

 6b. LA CRISE SEXUELLE, Editions sociales internationales, Paris, 1934. 

 6c. SEXUALITEIT EN NIEUWE KULTUR, Uitgeverij voor Sociale Psychologie, Rotterdam, 1939. 

 6d. THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION, Orgone Institute Press, 1945. Three editions. Peter Nevill, Vision Press, London, 1952. Trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. 

 7a. DER SEXUALLE KAMPF DER JUGEND,{1} Verlag fuer Sextlalpolitik, Berlin, 1932. 

 7b. SEXUALNI BOJ MLADEZE, Knihovna leve fronty, Prague, 1933. Trans. Hungarian. 

 7c. DER SEXUELLE KAMPF DER JUGEND (1948), Freiheitlich-Sozialistische Schriftenreihe, Zuerich-Amsterdam, 52 pp (mimeo., 1948 ) Published for mere political reasons without any mental hygiene precautions. Publishers were rebuffed by WR. 

 8. DER EINBRUCH DER SEXUALAMORAL, Verlag fuer Sexualpolitik, Berlin, 1932. 2nd ed., Sexpol Verlag, Oslo, 1935. English in manuscript. 

 9a. CHARAKTERANALYSE, 1st ed., Sexpol Verlag, 1933. Trans. Spanish, mimeo. edition. 

 9b. CHARACTER ANALYSIS, 2nd ed., Orgone Institute Press, 1945 3rd ed., enlarged, Orgone Institute Press, 1949. 4th ed., Nevill, Vision, London, 1950. 5th ed., Vision, London, 1958.{2} All editions trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. 

 9c. ANALISIS DEL CARACTER, Editorial Paidos, Buenos Aires, 1957.{2} 

10a. WIASSENPSYCHOLOGIE DES FASCHISMUS, 1st ed., Sexpol Verlag, 1933. 2nd ed., Sexpol Verlag, 1934. 

10b. MASS PSYCHOLOGY OF FASCISM, 3rd ed., Orgone Institute Press, 1946. Trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. Extensive Excerpts in "Les Primaires ," France. 

11. PSYCHISCHER KONTAKT UND VEGETATIVE STROEMUNG, Sexpol Verlag, 1937. ( DO. I. ) 

12. EXPERIMENTELLE ERGEBNISSE UEBER DIE ELEKTRISCHE FUNKTION VON SEXUALITAET UND ANGST, Sexpol Verlag, 1937. English in manuscript. 

13. ORGASMUSREFLEX, MUSKELEIALTUNG UND KOERPERAUSDRUCK, Sexpol Verlag, 1937. ( DO. I.) 

14. DIE BIONE, Sexpol Verlag, 1938. 

15a. BION EXPERIMENTS ON THE CANcER PROBLEM, Sexpol Verlag, 1939. 

15b. DREI VERSUCHE AM STATISCHEN ELESTROSKOP, Sexpol Verlag, 1939. OEB, III, 3 (English). 

16a. THE DISCOVERY OF THE ORGONE: Vol. I, THE FUNCTION OF THE ORGASM, 1st. ed., Orgone Institute Press, New York, 1942. 2nd ed., Orgone Institute Press, 1948. Trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. 

16b. DET LEVENDE, Seksualoekonomiske Meddelelser, No. 3, Copenhagen, 1942. 

16c. LA FONCTION DE L'ORGASME, L'Arche, Paris, 1952. ( German in original manuscript.){2} 

16d. LA FUNCION DEL ORGASMO, Editorial Paidos, Buenos Aires, 1955.{2} 

17. THE DISCOVERY OF THE ORGONE: Vol. II, THE CANCER BIOPATHY, Orgone Institute Press, New York, 1948. Trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. 

18. LISTEN, LITTLE MAN! Orgone Institute Press, New York, 1948. Trans. by Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D. 

19. ETHER, GOD AND DEVIL, Orgone lnstitute Press, Rangeley, Maine, 1951 Chaps. I-IV trans. by Myron R Sharaf. 

20. THE ORGONE ENERGY ACCUMULATOR, Orgone Institute Press, Rangeley, Maine, 1951. 

21. COSMIC SUPERIMPOSITION, Orgone Institute Press,Rangeley, Maine, 1951. 

22. THE ORANUR EXPERIMENT, First Report (1947-1951), Orgone Institute Press, Rangeley, Maine, 1951. 

23. ARBEITSDEMOKRATIE, Sexpol Verlag, 1937. Politisch-Psychol. Schriftenreihe, No. 4. 

24. WEITERE PROBLEME DER ARBEITSDEMOKRATIE,Sexpol Verlag, 1941. Politisch-Psychol. Schriftenreihe, No. 5. 

25. THE EMOTIONAL PLAGUE OF MANKIND: Vol. I, THE MURDER OF CHRIST; Vol. II, PEOPLE IN TROUBLE, Orgone Institute Press, Rangeley, Maine, 1953. 

26. CONTACT WITH SPACE, Oranur Second Report (1951-1956), Core Pilot Press, New York, 1957. 
 ----------- 
 {1} Political aspects outdated and surpassed, therefore invalid. The clinical and theoretical formulations remained valid. 
 ----------- 

  

ARTICLES ON ORGONOMY
by WILHELM REICH

A list of abbreviations appears at the end of the bibliography. 
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14. "Ueber die chronische hypochondrische Neurasthenie mit genitaler Asthenie" IZP, XII, 1926. 
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22. "Sexualnot und Sexualreform" Verhandlung der WLSR, IV, Congress, Vienna, 
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27. "Der Urgegensatz des vegetativen Lebens" ZPS, I, 1934 (125- 142, 207- 225). 
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28. "Zur Anwendung der Psychoanalyse in der Geschichtsforschung" ZPS, I, 1934 (4- 16). 
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35. "Unterschiede zwischen liberalistischer Sexualreform und revolutionaerer Sexualpolitik"  ZPS, II, 1935 (99- 103). 

36. "Wie wirkt Streicher's sadistische Pornographie?"  ZPS, II, 1935 (129- 133) 

37. "Die Bremsung der Sexualrevolution in der USSR" ZPS, II, 1935 (145- 166) ( SR ) . 

38. "Der Kulturpolitische Standpunkt der Sexpol"  ZPS, III, l936  (1- 7), (SR) 

39. "Ein Briefwechsel ueber Dialektischen Materialismus"  ZPS, III, 1936 (8- 22) . 

40. "Die Sexpol als Organisation der dialektisch- materialistischen Psychologie"  ZPS, III, 1936 (22- 24) . 

41. "Fortpflanzung--eine Funktion der Sexualitaet"  ZPS, III, 1936 (24- 31) 

42. "Au secours de la famille" ZPS, III, 1936 (38- 43). 

43a. "Gespraech mit einer vernuenftigen Mutter"  ZPS, III, l936 (52- 61). 

43b. "ATalk with a sensible Mother" IJSO, I, 1942 (11- 17). 

44a. "Charakter umd Gesellschaft" ZPS, III, l936. 

44b. "Character and Society" IJSO, I, 1942. 

45. "Der Film 'The Shape of Things to come'" ZPS, IV, l937 (12- 19). 

46. "Einige aktuelle Fragen der zweiten V ZPS, IV, l937 (1- 12). 

47a. "Der Orgasmusreflex" ZPS, IV, l937 (76- 88) (DO I). 

47b. "The Orgasm Reflex" IJSO, I, 1942. 

48. "Der dialektische Materialismus in der Lebensforschung. Bericht ueber die Bion Versuche" ZPS, IV, l937 (l37- 148). 

49. "Dialektisch- materialistische Facharbeiter contra geistige Irrlichter der sozialistischen Bewegtmg" ZPS, IV, l937 (149- 161). 

50. "Communication to the French Academie des Sciences on Bion Experiment VI" January l937, incl. m Die  Bione, Chap. IV, 1938. 

51. "Die drei Grundelemente des religioesen  Gefuehls" ZPS, V, l938 (7- 15 ) ( MPF ) . 

52. "About the History and the Activities of  Our Institute" IJSO, I, 1942. 

53. "Biophysical Functionalism and Mechanistic Natural Science"  IJSO, I, 1942. 

54a. "The Discovery of the Orgone" IJSO, I, 1942 (DO II). 

54b. "Die Entdeckung des Orgons" IZO, 1/2, April l95l. IZO, 1/S, Febr. l952. 

55a. "The Carcinomatous Shrinking Biopathy" IJSO, I, 1942 (DO II). 

55b. "Die Krebsschrumpfungs- Biopathie" IZO, 1/S, Febr. 1952. 

56. "The Natural Organization of Protozoa from Orgone Energy Vesicles" IJSO, I, 1942, (DO II). 

57. "Experimental Orgone Therapy of the Cancer Biopathy" IJSO, II, 1943 (DO II). 

58. "Give Responsibility to Vitally Necessary Work" IJSO, II, 1943, (MPF). 

59. "The Biological Miscalculation in the Human Struggle for Freedom" IJSO, II, 1943, ( MPF ) . 

60. "Work Democracy versus Politics" IJSO, II, 1943, (MPF). 

61. "Thermical and Electroscopical Orgonometry"  IJSO, III, 1944 (DO II). 

62. "Orgonotic Pulsation. Talks with an Electro Physicist"  IJSO, III, 1944. 

63. "The 'Living Productive Power, Workmg Power' of Marx"  IJSO, III, 1944. IncL in People in Trouble. 

64. "Anorgonia im the Carcinomatous Shrinkimg Biopathy"  IJSO, IV, 1945 (DO II). 

65. "Some Mechanisms of the Emotional  Plague" IJSO, IV, 1945 ( CA, 1949) . 

66. "Orgone Biophysics, Mechanistic Science, and 'Atomic Energy'" IJSO, IV, 1945. 

67. "Experimental Demonstration of the Practical Orgone Energy"  IJSO, IV, 1945 (DO II). 

68. "The Development of the Authoritarian  State Apparatus from Rational Social  Relationships" IJSO, IV, 1945 (MPF). 

69. "Work Democracy in Action" AOI, I, 1947. 

70. "Searchlight Phenomena in the Orgone Energy Envelope of the Earth" OEB, I, 1949. 

71a. "A Motor Force in Orgone Energy" OEB, I, 1949. 

71b. "Eine motorische Kraft in der Orgon Energie"  IZO, I/1, April 1950. 

72. "An X- Ray Photograph of the Excited Orgone Energy Field of the Palms" OEB, I, 2, 1949 

73. "Further Physical Characteristics of Vacor Lumination" OEB, I, 3, 1949. 

74. "Public Responsibility in the Early Diag nosis of Cancer"  OEB, I, 3, 1949. 

75. "A Dilemma in Social Self- Government" OEB, I, 3, 1949. 

76. "Cosmic Orgone Energy and 'Ether'" OEB, I, 4, 1949. (EGD) 

77a. "Orgonomic Functionalism" Part II OEB, II, 1, 1950. 

77b. "Orgonomic Functionalism" continued OEB, II,2, 1950. 

77c. "Orgonomic Fumetionalism" continued OEB, II,3, 1950. 

78. "Orgonomic and Chemical Cancer Research"  OEB, II,3, 1950. 

79. "Orgonomy l9S5- 1950 (I)" OEB, II, 3, 1950. 

80. "Orgonometric Equations" 

80a. I. General Form OEB, II, 4, 1950. 

80b. IIP Complete Orgonometric Equations OEB, III,1 , 1951. 

81 "Meteorological Functions in Orgone Charged Vacuum Tubes" OEB, II, 4, l950. 

82. "Children of the Future"--First Report on the Orgonomic Infant Research Center OEB, II, 4, l950. 

83. "The Orgone Energy Observatory (1948)" OEB, II, 4, 1950. 

84. "A 'Contror of Reich's Cancer Expenments"  OEB, I1, 4, 1950. 

85. "The Orgonomic Anti- Nuclear Radiadon Project ( ORANUR ) " OEEB, No. 1, Dec. 1950. 

86. "'Cancer Cells' in Experiment XX" OEB, III, 1, 1951. 

87. "The Storm of November 25th and 26th, l950" OEB, III, 2, l95l. 

88. "The Leukemia Problem: Approach" OEB, III, 2, l95l. 

89. "Annonng in a Newborn Infant" OEB, III, 3, l95l. 

90. "Dowsing as an Object of Orgonomic Research" OEB, III, S, l95l. 

91. ''Wilhelm Reich on the Road to Biogenesis" (1935- 1939)  OEB, III, S, 1951. 

92. "Orgonomic Thinkng in Medicine" OEB,IV,1, 1952. 
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95. "DOR Removal and Cloud Busting" OEB,IV, 4, 1952. 
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ABBREVIATIONS
AOI Annals of the Orgone Institute 

 CA Included in Character-Analysis 

 DO I Included in The Function of the Orgasm 

 DO II Included in The Cancer Biopathy 

 EGD Included in Ether, God and Devil 

 IJSO International Journal for Sex-Economy and Orgone Research 

 IZP Internationale Zeitschrift fuer Psychoanalyse (Inter 

 national Journal for Psychoanalysis) 

 OEB Orgone Energy Bulletin 

 OEEB Orgone Energy Emergency Bulletin 

 PR Psychoanalytic Reader, by Robert Fliess 

 SR Included in The Sexual Revolution 

WLSR World League for Sexual Reform 

 ZAP Zeitschrift fuer Aerztliche Psychotherapie ( Journal for Medical Psychotherapy) 

 ZPP Zeitschrift fuer Psychoanalytische Paedagogik (Journal for Psychoanalytic Pedagogy) 

 ZSW Zeitschrift fuer Sexualwissenschaft (Journal for Sexology ) 

Selected Writings of Wilhelm Reich
All of the following selections were taken from the book Wilhelm Reich Selected Writings: An Introduction to Orgonomy
                                                                                                             Copyright 1960: Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust Fund 
  

Introduction: The Workshop of Orgonomic Functionalism
The Development of the Orgasm Theory
On the Technique of Character-Analysis
The Breakthrough Into the Vegetative Realm
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Reich's Response
THE WORKSHOP OF ORGONOMIC FUNCTIONALISM
  
  
  
    The cosmic orgone energy was discovered through the consistent application of the functional method of thinking. We began with methodical, strictly controlled thought processes which led from one fact to another. Thus, over a period of about 25 years, seemingly unrelated facts knitted together to form a unitary picture of living functioning, which today, 1949, as the still incomplete scientific structure of orgonomy, is submitted to the judgment. of the world. It is therefore necessary to describe the "functional thought technique." 
    It is advantageous to permit the earnest student of natural science not only to see the product, but also to initiate him into the secrets of the workshop where, through strenuous exertion, the product is formed. It is a mistake in scientific exchange to present only the beautifully polished and objection-free results, as in an art exhibit. Such a display of finished products alone presents many disadvantages as well as advantages for their creator as well as for their user. The creator will all too easily be inclined to show productions complete and without error, and to conceal gaps, uncertainties, and disharmonious contradictions in his scientific knowledge. In doing so, he does an injustice to the feeling for the genuine process of scientific research. The user of the product will have no realization of the severity and intensity of the demands placed on the scientific researcher, if he is to reveal and describe riddles of nature practically. He will never learn how to think and speak along with the pioneer scientist. Only the rare automobile driver has a correct perception of the human exertions, of the complexity of intellectual and manual labor necessary for the production of an automobile. Our world would look better if the consumers of work knew more about the process of work and the life of working people, if they did not pluck so carelessly the fruits of others' labor. 
    In the case of orgonomy, the presentation of a part of the laboratory work-method is especially called for. The greatest difficulty in grasping the orgone theory lies in the fact that the discovery of the orgone has solved too many and too great problems all at once: the biological basis of psychic diseases, biogenesis and with that the cancer biopathy, the ether, the cosmic yearning of the human animal, a new physical energy, etc. It was always too much that came up and presented itself  in my workshop: an overabundance in facts, new connections, corrections of old and erroneous views, in the linkings of separate, specialized branches of natural-scientific research. As a consequence, I often had to defend myself against the reproach that I did not respect my proper scientific boundaries, that I had undertaken "Too Much At Once." I had not undertaken too much, and I was not scientifically immodest. No one has felt the TOO-MUCHNESS as painfully as myself. I have not gone after the facts, but the facts and connections streamed to  me. I had to take pains to meet them attentively and to arrange them systematically. In so doing, many, very many facts of great significance were lost; others could not be comprehended.  Still the vital point and basic principle in the discovery of the orgone energy seem firmly established and so arranged that others can continue to work on the structure I could not complete. The plethora of new facts and connections, especially concerning the relationship of the human animal to his universe, can be explained by a very simple analogy: 
    Did Columbus discover New York, or Chicago, the fisheries in Maine, the plantations in the South, the great water works or the natural treasures on the West coast of America? He did not discover, did not build or work out all this in detail. He onily discovered a part of a seacoast that up to that time was unknown to European man. The discovery of the barren coastal stretch on the Atlantic Ocean was the key to everything that  in the course of a few centuries has become "North America."  Columbus's accomplishment did not lie in the construction of America, but in the mastery of apparently insurmountable prejudices and difficulties which blocked his way in the preparation of his sea journey, in its execution, and in the landing on strange and dangerous shores. 
    The discovery of the cosmic energy succeeded in a similar fashion. I have in reality made only one SINGLE discovery: THE FUNCTION OF THE ORGASTTC PLASMA CONTRACTION. It represents the coastal stretch from which everything else has developed. The mastery of the human prejudice against concerning oneself with the biophysical emotion which moves man most deeply was far more difficult than the comparatively simple observation of the bion, or the equally simple and self-evident fact that the cancer biopathy is rooted in the general shrinking and disintegration of the life apparatus. 
    "What is the most difficult of all? What seems the easiest to you: To see with your eyes what lies before your eyes," said Goethe. 
    What has always astonished me was not that the orgone existed and functioned, but that man, in the course of 20 centuries, so thoroughly overlooked it or argued it away whenever it was observed and described by individual researchers who were close to life.  In one respect only is the discovery of the orgone different from the discovery of America: orgone energy functions in all men and before everyone's eyes. America had first to be reached. 
    A very essential part of the work in my workshop now consisted in trying to understand why humanity in general and the natural scientist in particular were frightened away from so basic a phenomenon as the orgastic contraction. A further workshop task, one which was accompanied with much abuse and slander, lay in observing, tracing, understanding, and surviving the bitter hatred that was placed in the way of my orgasm research by friend and enemy. I firmly believe that biogenesis, the ether question, living functioning, and "'human nature" would long since have been mastered by many scientific workers, if these basic problems of natural science had not had one, and only one avenue of approach: the problem of the orgastic plasma contraction. 
    When I succeeded, in spite of all hindrances and enmities, in concentrating on this one problem for three decades, in mastering it, in orienting myself in it as a basic natural function, I began to notice that I had stepped beyond the intellectual framework of the present-day human character structure and, with that, the civilization of the last 5,000 years. Without intending to, I found myself outside of its boundaries. I realized that for this reason the world would not understand me, even if I were to bring forth the simplest and most easily verified facts and connections. I found myself in a new and different  realm of thought which I had to explore thoroughly before I could go further. This process of finding my orientation in the functional realm of thought, in contrast to the mechanistic-mystical thinking of patriarchal civilization, claimed some 14 years, from about 1932 to the writing of this treatise, 1946-47. 
    The reproach is often raised against my writings that they are much too concentrated, and therefore force the reader to the most intense reflection. One would like, so they say, to enjoy an important book in the same fashion as one enjoys a beautiful landscape riding along slowly in a comfortable car.  One would prefer not to hasten at a furious speed in a straight line toward a determined goal. 
    I admit that I could have presented The Function of the Orgasm in 1,000 instead of 300 pages, and the orgone therapy of the cancer biopathy in 500 instead of 100 pages. I admit further that I have never made the effort to familiarize the reader with the essence of my method of thinking and doing research which provides the soil for the harvest of orgonomy. That has undoubtedly caused much harm. I can advance as my apology the fact that I have opened up several scientific realms in the course of the past decades; these I had first of all to present in neat, synoptical form, in order to keep step with the development of my research. I know that I have built nothing more than foundations and scaffolding, that in many places the building lacks windows, doors and important fixtures, and that as yet it offers no comfortable armchairs. 
    I therefore plead to have the pioneer character of this basically different kind of research considered my justification. I had to gather my scientific treasures quickly, wherever and however I found them; this happened in the short periods between six changes of domicile which were imposed on me partly by "peacefully' and partly by the most tumultuous social conditions. I had to build up my means of livelihood again and again, first 1930 in Germany, then 1933 in Copenhagen, 1934 in Sweden and Norway, 1939 in America. Looking back, I wonder how it was possible that I succeeded in acquiring even the essentials. I lived and worked for almost two decades "on the run," so to speak. All this taken together made a comfortable atmosphere impossible; and without a comfortable and assured academic atmosphere it is not possible to give leisurely, broad presentations of discoveries. Another reproach, that I unnecessarily provoked the public through the use of the word "orgasm" in the title of a book, I must reject. There is not the slightest reason for being ashamed of this function. whoever feels offended when it is mentioned certainly need not read any further. But the rest of us refuse to have any barriers dictated to us in our scientific work. 
    When I started to write the present manuscript, I undertook to make up for in breadth and leisureliness of presentation what I had to refrain from doing for so long a time. I hope I will now be spared the reproach that I have taken my research "too seriously" because I now give it "so much" space. 
    Since everything in nature knits together in one way or another, the theme of "orgonomic functionalism" is practically inexhaustible. My natural-scientific interests and studies blended the humanistic and scientific accomplishments of the 19th and early 20th century into the living tool that later, as "orgonomic functionalism," took on useful and applicable form. Although functional thinking is here described systematically for the first time, it was, nevertheless, applied by many researchers, more or less consciously, before, in the form of orgonomy, it finally overcame the rigid barriers in natural science. I would like now to mention a few of the most important names to whose bearers I am greatly indebted: De Coster, Dostoievski, Albert Lange, Friedrich Nietzsche, Lewis Morgan, Charles Darwin, Friedrich Engels, Semon, Bergson, Freud, Malinowski. If I said earlier that I had found myself in a new realm of thought, one must not take that to mean that orgonomic functionalism had been "finished" and had only been waiting for me; no more does it mean that I simply appropriated the methodology of Bergson or Engels and applied it smoothly to my own realm of work. The formulation of the thought technique was itself a work-accomplishment which had to be supplied in the struggle of my daily activities as physician and researcher against the mechanistic and the mystical explanations of the living. Thus, I have not created some kind of a new philosophy which, following or approximating other philosophies of life, would attempt to bring the living closer to human comprehension. No, this is not a philosophy, as many of my friends believe. On the contrary, it is a tool of thinking that one must learn to use if one wishes to explore and deal with the living. Orgonomic functionalism is no luxury item that one may use or discard as one pleases.  It joins together the laws of thinking and the perceptual functions which one must master if one wachildren and adolescents to grow up in a life-affirmative manner in this world, if one wishes to bring the human animal again into harmony with his natural biology and with surrounding nature. One may be against such a goal for philosophic or religious reasons. One may, of course, as a "pure philosopher" declare that the "unity of nature and culture" is impossible or harmful or unethical or unimportant. But no one may today come out and assert that the splitting up of the human animal into a cultural and a private, an official and a personal existence, into a "preserver of higher values" and "an orgonotic energy system," does not undermine his health in the truest sense of the word, does not cripple his intelligence, does not destroy his joje de vivre, does not paralyze his initiative, does not plunge his society again and again into chaos. The protection of the living demands functional thinking in opposition to mechanism and mysticism as surely as the protection of traffic demands good brakes and a faultlessly working signal-apparatus. 
    I would like to declare myself in favor of the most rigorous scientific order of freedom. It is not a question of philosophy or ethics, but of the protection of social functioning, e.g., whether a child of four experiences his first genital excitations with or without anxiety. A doctor, educator, or social administrator can have only one and not five explanations for the sadistic and pornographic phantasies which a boy or girl entering puberty develops under the pressure of pornographic moralism. It is not a question of philosophical possibilities, but of social and personal necessities to prevent, by all means, thousands of women from perishing from cancer of the uterus because they were brought up in abstinence, because thousands of cancer researchers either do not want to know this, or out of social anxiety do not express themselves. It is a murderous philosophy which again and again advocates the suppression of living functioning in children and adolescents. 
    If one searches for the origins and wide ramffications of the official ideology, especially as it refers to questions of the personal life of the masses, one arrives again and again at ancient, classical philosophies concerning life, the "state,"  "absolute values," the "world spirit," etc. These are taken over in an age which, as a consequence of these "harmless" philosophies, has degenerated chaotically, an age in which the human animal has lost his orientation and his self-esteem, and has  senselessly thrown away his life. Thus, it is not a question of  philosophies, but of practical, decisive tools in the formation of human existence; it is a question of the choice between good and bad tools in the reconstruction and reorganization of human society. 
    A tool alone cannot accomplish work. Living men are needed who utilize tools in order to master nature. Thus it is the human character structure which determines how the tool is to be shaped and what purpose it is to serve. 
    The armored, mechanistically rigid human thinks mechanistically, produces mechanistic tools, and forms a mechanistic concept of nature. 
    The armored human, who senses his orgonotic bodily excitations in spite of his biological armoring, but does not understand them, is the mystical person. He is not interested in material," but in spiritual" things. He forms a mystical, supernatural concept of nature. 
    And so the mechanistic, like the mystical human being, stands within the boundaries of his civilization which is ruled by a contradictory and murderous mixture of machines and gods. This civilization forms the mechanistic-mystical structures of men, and the mechanistic-mystical character structures reproduce the machine-mystical civilization. Mechanists as well as mystics find themselves within the given framework of  mechanico-mystically conditioned civilization. They cannot grasp the basic problems of this civilization since their thinking and their world picture correspond exactly to that very condition which they reflect and perpetually reproduce. One need only think of the murderous civil war between the Hindus and Mohammedans following the division of India to realize the disastrous influence of mysticism. And one need only think of the "Age of the Atomic Bomb" to understand what mechanistic civilization is. 
    Orgonomic functionalism stands from the very start outside the framework of a mechanistic-mystical civilization. It did not arise, say, out of the need "to bury" this civilization. Thus it is not intentionally revolutionary. Orgonomic functionalism represents the way of thinking of the living human who is unarmored and therefore in contact with nature inside and outside himself. The living human animal behaves like any animal, functionally; the armored human behaves mechanistically and mystically. Orgonomic functionalism is a living expression of  the unarmored human being, his working tool with which he comprehends nature. This method of thinking and working will be a progressive power of social development only because it OBSERVES and CRITICIZES MECHANISTIC-MYSTlCAL CIVILIZATION FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE NATURAL LAWS OF THE LIVlNG, and not from the narrow view of state, church, economy, culture, etc. 
Since, today, within the intellectual framework of mechanistic-mystical character structures, the living is misunderstood, mishandled, feared, and often persecuted, it is clear that orgonomic functionalism finds itself outside the framework of mechanistic civilization. Where it finds itself within' the framework, it must step out again if it wishes to function. And "to function" means here nothing else than to investigate, understand, and protect the living as a natural power. It was an important insight of orgone biophysics, from its very first beginnings, that the living simply functions, that living functioning is the essence of life and that it has no "purpose" or "meaning" beyond that. The search after a meaningful purpose of life grows out of the armoring of the human organism which obliterates living functioning and replaces it with rigid formulae. The living being who is unarmored does not seek a meaning or goal of his existence for the simple reason that he functions spontaneously-without a "thou must"-meaningfully and purposefully. 
    The connections between methods of thinking, character structures, and social order are simple and logical. They explain why it is that so far all men who comprehended and advocated the living in one form or another found themselves always outside the ways of thinking which have governed human society for thousands of years; for this reason, they have so often suffered and perished. And where they appear to have penetrated, it can be regularly shown that the armored bearers of mechanistic civilization, every time, robbed the living of the individual qualities of its teaching and, by watering it down or by ''correcting'' it, incorporated it again into the old framework of thought. Functional thinking finds itself outside the framework of our civilization because the living itself is outside of it, because it is not investigated but misunderstood and feared.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGASM THEORY 
From The Function of the Orgasm, vol. I of The Discovery Of the Orgone, 1948. 

 FIRST EXPERIENCES 

 In December, 1920, Freud referred a young student to me who was suffering from compulsive rumination, compulsive counting, compulsive anal fantasies, excessive masturbation and severe neurasthenic symptoms, such as headaches and pains in the back, lack of concentration, and nausea. The compulsive rumination immediately turned into compulsive associating. It looked pretty hopeless. After some time, an incest fantasy broke through, and for the first time the patient masturbated with satisfaction. With that, all the symptoms disappeared suddenly. In the course of a week they gradually returned. When he masturbated a second time, the symptoms disappeared again, only to return again after a short time. This was repeated for several weeks. Finally it was possible to analyze his guilt feelings about masturbation and to correct some practices and attitudes, which interfered with, complete gratification. After that, his condition improved visibly. After nine months of treatment, he was discharged, considerably improved, and able to work. He kept in touch with me for over six years; he married and remained well. 
At the same time, I treated a waiter who suffered from complete lack of erection. The treatment ran smoothly. In the third year, the unequivocal reconstruction of the "primal scene" was possible. When he was about two years old, his mother had another child, and he was able to watch the delivery from the next room. He received the vivid impression of a big bloody hole between his mother's legs. All that remained in his consciousness of this impression was a feeling of "emptiness" in his own genitals. According to psychoanalytic knowledge of that time, I connected the lack of erection merely with the traumatic impression of the "castrated" female genital. That was doubtless correct. But not until a few years ago did I begin to give closer attention to and to understand the genital feeling of emptiness" in my patients. It corresponds to the withdrawal of biological energy from the genital. At that time, I misjudged the general attitude of this patient. He was quiet, placid, "good," doing everything that was asked of him. He never got upset. In the course of three years' treatment, he never got angry or critical. That is, according to the concepts of that time, he was a "well integrated," thoroughly "adjusted" character, with only one serious symptom ("monosymptomatic neurosis"). I reported the case in the technical seminar, and earned praise for the correct elucidation of the traumatic primal scene. His symptom, lack of erection, was fully explained theoretically. As the patient was industrious and "adjusted to reality," none of us was struck by the fact that just his lack of emotionality, his complete imperturbability, was the pathological characterological soil on which his erective impotence could persist. My older colleagues considered my analytic work complete and correct. But on leaving the meeting I felt dissatisfied. If everything was as it should be, why did the impotence fail to budge? Obviously, here was a gap that none of us understood. A few months later I discharged the patient, uncured. He took it as stoically as he had taken everything else all this time. The consideration of this patient impressed on me the important character-analytic concept of "emotional block" ("Affektsperre"). I had thus hit upon the highly important connection between the prevalent rigid character structure of today and genital "deadness." 
This was the period when psychoanalytic treatment was beginning to take more and more time. When I started out, an analysis of six months was considered long. In 1923, a year was considered a matter of course. The view even gained ground that two or more years would not be bad, considering the fact that neuroses were very complicated and serious disturbances.  Freud had written his famous "History of an infantile neurosis" on the basis of a case analyzed for five years; true, he had obtained from it the knowledge of a whole infantile world. But the psychoanalysts were making a virtue out of necessity. Abraham contended that for an understanding of a chronic depression years were needed; that the "passive technique" was the only correct one. Among themselves, colleagues joked about the temptation to sleep during analytic hours; if a patient did not produce any associations for hours on end, one had to smoke a lot to keep awake. Some analysts even derived high-sounding theories from this: If the patient kept silent, "perfect technique" required equal silence on the part of the analyst, for hours and weeks. I tried myself to follow this "technique." But nothing came of it; patients only developed a profound helplessness, a bad conscience, and thus became stubborn. Jokes, like that of the analyst who, in the course of a session, awoke out of a deep sleep and found the couch empty, did not improve matters; nor did profound explanations to the effect that there was no harm in the analyst falling asleep, inasmuch as his unconscious dutifully kept watch over the patient. In short, the situation was depressing and looked hopeless. On the other hand, Freud warned against therapeutic ambitiousness. Years later I understood what he meant.  After having discovered the mechanisms of the unconscious, Freud himself originally had entertained the definite hope of being now on the way to a dependable causal therapy. He was wrong. His disillusionment must have been enormous. His conclusion, that one must, above all, keep investigating, was correct. Premature therapeutic ambitiousness is not conducive to the discovery of new facts. I had no more of an idea than anybody else as to the field into which this necessary research would lead. Neither did I know that it was the psychoanalysts’ fear of the social consequences of psychoanalysis that made them arrive at such bizarre attitudes in the question of therapy.  It boiled down to the following questions: 
1. Is Freud's theory of the etiology of the neurosis complete? 
2. Is a scientific theory of technique and theory possible? 
3. Is Freud's theory of instinct correct and complete? If not, in what respects? 
4. What makes sexual repression necessary, and with it, the neurosis? 
These questions contained, in embryo, everything that later came to be called sex-economy. If these retrospective questions had been consciously formulated at that time, they would have kept me forever from any further investigation. It is my good fortune not to have had at that time any idea of the consequences of these questions, and thus to have been able to go on quite naively with my clinical work and my work toward the elaboration of the theoretical edifice of psychoanalysis. I did it with the conviction of working for Freud and his life work.  In connection with my own life work, I do not regret for a moment the suffering, which this not very self-confident attitude brought me later on. This attitude was the very prerequisite for my later discoveries. 
  
  

SUPPLEMENT~ON OF FREUD'S THEORY OF THE ANXIETY NEUROSIS 
As mentioned before, I came to Freud through the field of sexology. It is thus not surprising that his theory of the actual neuroses (Aktualneurosen) which I later termed stasis neuroses (Stauungsneurose~ struck me as much more in keeping with natural science than the "interpretation" of the "meaning" of symptoms in the "psychoneuroses." Freud applied the name of actual neuroses to neuroses which resulted from present-day ("aktuelle") disturbances of sex life. According to this concept, anxiety neurosis and neurasthenia were disturbances which lacked a "psychic etiology." Instead, they were the immediate result of dammed-up sexuality. They were like toxic disturbances. Freud assumed the existence of "chemical sexual substances which, if not correctly "metabolized," caused such symptoms as palpitation, cardiac irregularity, acute anxiety attacks sweating and other vegetative symptoms. He did not establish a connection between anxiety neurosis and the vegetative system. Anxiety neurosis, so his clinical experience showed was caused by sexual abstinence or coitus interruptus.  It had to be distinguished from neurasthenia, which, in contra-distinction, was caused by "sexual abuse," such as excessive masturbation, and which was characterized by pain in the back, headaches, general irritability, disturbances of memory and concentration, etc. That is, Freud classified according to their etiology syndromes which official neurology and psychiatry did not understand. For this, he was attacked by the psychiatrist Lowenfeld, who, like hundreds of other psychiatrists, denied completely the sexual etiology of the neuroses. Freud was trying to adapt his concepts to clinical terminology. As he put it, the symptoms of the actual neuroses, in contrast to those of the psychoneuroses, especially hysteria and compulsion neurosis, betrayed no psychic content whatsoever. The symptoms, of the latter always had a tangible content, also always of a sexual nature. Only, the concept of sexuality had to be taken in a broad sense. At the bottom of every psychoneurosis was the incest fantasy and the fear of injury to the genital. They were, indeed, infantile and unconscious sexual ideas which expressed themselves in the psychoneurotic symptom. Freud made a very sharp distinction between actual neuroses and psychoneuroses.  The psychoneuroses, understandably, occupied the center of the clinical interest of the psychoanalyst. According to Freud, the treatment of the actual neuroses consisted in the elimination of the harmful sexual practices, such as sexual abstinence or coitus interruptus in anxiety neurosis, excessive masturbation in neurasthenia. The psychoneuroses, on the other hand, called for psychoanalytic treatment. In spite of this sharp distinction, Freud admitted a connection between the two. He thought it likely that every psychoneurosis centered around an "actual-neurotic core." This illuminating statement, which Freud never followed up, was the starting point of my own investigations of stasis anxiety. 
In the actual neurosis in Freud's sense, biological energy is misdirected; it is blocked from access to consciousness and motility. The anxiety ("Aktualangst") and the immediate vegetative symptoms are, as it were, malignant growths which are nourished by the undischarged sexual energy. But on the other hand, the peculiar psychic manifestations of hysterias and compulsion neuroses also looked like biologically meaningless malignant growths. Where did they derive their energy from? Undoubtedly from the "actual-neurotic core" of the dammed-up sexual energy. This, and nothing else, could be the source of energy in the psychoneuroses. No other interpretation would fit Freud's suggestion. However, the majority of psychoanalysts opposed Freud's theory of the actual neuroses. They contended that actual neuroses did not exist at all; that these disturbances, also, were "psychically determined"; that even in the so-called "free-floating anxiety" unconscious psychic contents could be demonstrated. The chief exponent of this view was Stekel. He, like others, failed to see the fundamental difference between psychosomatic affect and psychic content of a symptom. In other words, it was quite generally contended that every kind of anxiety and nervous disturbance was of psychic origin, and not of somatic origin, as Freud had assumed for the actual neuroses. Freud never resolved this contradiction, but he continued to adhere to his distinction between the two groups of neuroses. Notwithstanding the general assertions as to the non-existence of anxiety neurosis, I saw such cases in great numbers in the psychoanalytic clinic.* However, the symptoms of the actual neuroses had undeniably a psychic superstructure. Pure actual neuroses are rare. The distinction was not as sharp as Freud had assumed. Such specialized questions may seem  unimportant to the layman. But it will be shown that they contained decisive problems of human health. 
There could be no doubt: The psychoneuroses had an actual-neurotic core and the actual neuroses had a psychoneurotic superstructure. Was there any sense in making the distinction?  Was it not just a matter of a quantitive difference? 
While most analysts ascribed everything to the psychic content of the neurotic symptoms, leading psychopathologists, like Jaspers, contended that psychological interpretation of meaning, and thus, psychoanalysis, were not within the realm of natural science at all. The meaning" of a psychic attitude or action, they said, could be comprehended only in terms of philosophy, and not of natural science. Natural science dealt only with quantities and energies, philosophy with psychic qualities; and there was no bridge between the quantitative and the qualitative. It was plainly a matter of the question as to whether or not psychoanalysis and its method belonged to natural science. In other words: Is a scientific psychology in the strict sense of the word at all possible? Can psychoanalysis claim to be such a psychology? Or is it only one of the many philosophical schools? Freud himself paid no attention to these methodological questions and quietly continued to publish his clinical observations; he disliked philosophical discussions. But I had to fight such arguments on the part of un-understanding antagonists. They tried to classify us as mystics and thus to settle the question. But we knew that-for the first time in the history of psychology we were engaging in natural science. We wanted to be taken seriously. It was only in the hard-fought controversies over these questions that the sharp weapons were forged with which I later was able to defend Freud's cause.  If it were true that only experimental psychology in the sense of Wundt was "natural science," because it measured human reactions quantitatively, then, I thought, something was wrong with natural science. For, Wundt and his pupils knew nothing of the human in his living reality. They evaluated him according to the number of seconds he needed to react to the word "dog." They still do. We, on the other hand, evaluated a person according to the manner in which he handled his conflicts in life, and the motives which activated him. To me, there loomed behind this argument the more important question as to whether it might be possible to arrive at a concrete formulation of Freud's concept of "psychic energy," or whether it might be possible even to subsume it under the general concept of energy. 
Philosophical arguments cannot be countered with facts. The Viennese philosopher and physiologist Allers refused to enter upon the question of the existence of an unconscious psychic life, on the grounds that the assumption of an "unconscious" was "a priori erroneous from a philosophical point of view."  I hear similar objections today. When I assert that highly sterilized substances produce life, it is argued that the slide was dirty, or that, if there seems to be life, it is "only a matter of Brownian movement." The fact that it is very easy to distinguish dirt on the slide from the bions, and equally easy to distinguish Brownian movement from vegetative movement, is not taken into consideration. In brief, "objective science" is a problem in itself. 
In this confusion, I was unexpectedly aided by such everyday clinical observations as the ones provided by the two patients mentioned above. Gradually it became clear that the intensity of an idea depends upon the quantity of the somatic excitation with which it is connected. Emotions originate from the instincts, consequently from the somatic sphere. Ideas, on the other hand, certainly are a definitely "psychic," "non-somatic" thing. What, then, is the connection between the "non-somatic" idea and the "5omatic" excitation? For example, the idea of sexual intercourse is vivid and forceful if one is in a state of full sexual excitation. For some time after sexual gratification, however, it cannot be vividly reproduced; it is dim, colorless and vague. Just here must the secret of the interrelation between the "physiogenic" anxiety neurosis and the "psychogenic" psychoneuroses be hidden. The first patient temporarily lost all his psychic compulsion symptoms after he had experienced sexual gratification; with the return of sexual excitation, they recurred and lasted until the next occasion of gratification. The second patient, on the other hand, had meticulously worked through everything in the psychic realm, but in him, sexual excitation remained absent; the unconscious ideas at the root of his erective impotence had not been touched by the treatment. 
Things began to take shape. I began to understand. that an idea, endowed with a very small amount of energy, was capable of provoking an increase of excitation. The excitation thus provoked, in turn made the idea vivid and forceful. If the excitation subsided, the idea would collapse also. If, as is the case in the stasis neurosis, the idea of sexual intercourse does not arise in consciousness, due to moral inhibition, the excitation attaches itself to other ideas which are less subject to censorship. From this, I concluded: the stasis neurosis is a somatic disturbance, caused by sexual excitation which is misdirected because it is frustrated. However, without a psychic inhibition, sexual energy can never become misdirected. I was surprised that Freud had overlooked this fact. Once an inhibition has created the sexual stasis, this in turn may easily increase the inhibition and reactivate infantile ideas which then take the place of normal ones. That is, infantile experiences which in themselves are in no way pathological, may, due to a present~day inhibition, become endowed with an excess of sexual energy. Once that has happened, they become urgent; being in conflict with adult psychic organization, they have to be kept down by repression.  Thus, the chronic psychoneuroses with its infantile sexual content, develops on the basis of a sexual inhibition which is conditioned by present-day circumstances and is apparently "harmless" at the outset. This is the nature of Freud's "regression to infantile mechanisms." All cases that I have treated showed this mechanism. If the neurosis had developed not in childhood, but at a later age, it was shown regularly that some normal" inhibition or difficulty of the sexual life had created a stasis, and this in turn had reactivated infantile incestuous desires and sexual anxieties. 
The next question was: Are the customary antisexual attitude and sexual inhibition which initiate every chronic neurosis "neurotic" or "normal"? Nobody discussed this question. The sexual inhibition, e.g., of a well-brought-up middle-class girl seemed to be considered as entirely a matter-of-course. I thought so myself, or rather, I just did not give any thought to the question. If a young, vivacious girl developed a neurosis in the course of her unsatisfying marriage, with cardiac anxiety, etc., nobody asked to know the reason for the inhibition which kept her from achieving sexual gratification in spite of all. As time went on, she would develop a full-fledged hysteria or compulsion neurosis. The first cause of the neurosis was the moral inhibition, its driving force the unsatisfied sexual energy.  The solution of many problems ramify from this point. There were, however, serious obstacles to the immediate and vigorous undertaking of such solutions. For seven years, I believed that I was working altogether as a Freudian. Nobody had any idea that these questions were the beginning of a dangerous mingling of basically incompatible scientific views. 

ORGASTIC POTENCY 

The case of the waiter who was not cured threw into doubt the correctness of Freud's formula of therapy. The other case revealed unmistakably the actual mechanism of cure. For a long time, I tried to harmonize these antitheses. Freud, in his "History of the Psychoanalytic Movement," relates how he overheard Charcot tell a colleague the story of a young woman suffering from severe symptoms, whose husband was impotent or very clumsy in the sexual act. The colleague apparently not understanding the connection, Charcot suddenly exclaimed with great vivacity: "Mais, dens des cas pareils, c'est toujours ta chose genintale, toujours! toujours! toujours!" "I know," says Freud, "that for a moment I was almost paralyzed with amazement, and I asked myself, 'But, if he knows that, why does he never say so?"' A year after this experience with Charcot, the Viennese physician Chrobak referred a patient to Freud. She was suffering from severe anxiety attacks and, having been married for eighteen years to an impotent man, was still a virgin. Chrobak commented, "We know only too well what the only prescription for such cases is, but we cannot prescribe it.  It is 'Rx. Penis normalis, dosim. Repetatur.' " Which means, the hysterical patient's trouble is that she has no genital satisfaction. Thus, Freud's attention was called to the sexual etiology of hysteria, but he avoided the full implication of these statements. They seem banal and sound like folklore. My contention is that every individual who has managed to preserve a bit of naturalness knows that there is only one thing wrong with neurotic patients: the lack of full and repeated sexual satisfaction. 
Instead of simply investigating and confirming this fact and to take up the fight for its recognition, I was for years entangled in the psychoanalytic theories which distract one from this. Most of the theories evolved by the psychoanalysts since the publication of Freud's The Ego and the Id have had only one function: that of making the world forget the implication of Charcot's statement, "In these cases, it is always a matter of genitality, always, always, always." Such facts as that the genital organs of the human do not function normally, and therefore real satisfaction is impossible for both sexes; that this is the basis of most of the existing psychic misery; that it even leads to relevant conclusions with regard to cancer; all this was too simple to be recognized. Let us see whether I am indulging in monomanic exaggeration. 
The following facts were confirmed again and again in my private practice as well as at the psychoanalytic clinic and the psychiatric-neurological hospital: 
The severity of any kind of psychic disturbance is in direct relation to the severity of the disturbance of genitality. 
The prognosis depends directly on the possibility of establishing the capacity for full genital satisfaction. 
Among the hundreds of patients I observed and treated within a few years, there was not one woman who did not suffer from a complete absence of vaginal orgasm. Among the men, roughly 60 to 70 per cent showed gross genital disturbances, either in the form of erective impotence or premature ejaculation. This inability to obtain genital gratification-which should be the most natural thing in the world-thus proved a symptom which was never absent in female patients, and rarely absent among the males. To the rest of the men, who were seemingly genitally healthy, but otherwise neurotic, I gave no further thought at first. Such loose clinical thinking was entirely in line with the psychoanalytic concept of that time, that impotence or frigidity was "only one symptom among many others." 
In November, 1922, I had given a paper before the Psychoanalytic Society on the "Limitations of memory during analysis." It aroused much interest, because all therapists tortured themselves about the fundamental rule (of free association) which patients did not follow, and about the recollections which patients ought to have brought and did not. All too frequently the "primal scene" was an arbitrary reconstruction which carried little conviction. I wish to emphasize here that Freud's formulation regarding the existence of traumatic experiences between the ages of one and four cannot be doubted.  All the more important was a study of the shortcomings in the method of reaching them. 
In January 1923, I reported the case of an elderly woman with a tic of the diaphragm, whose condition improved after genital masturbation had become possible to her. My report met with approval and general concurrence. 
In October 1923, I gave a paper on "Introspection in a case of schizophrenia." This patient had particularly good insight into the mechanism of her delusions of persecution, and confirmed the finding of Tausk concerning the role of the genital influencing apparatus. 
After three years' study of the subject, I gave my first comprehensive paper on "Genitality from the point of view of psychoanalytic prognosis and therapy" in November 1923.  While I was talking, I became increasingly aware of a chilling of the atmosphere of the meeting. I used to speak well, and thus far had always found my audience attentive. When I finished, there was an icy stillness in the room. After a pause, the discussion began. My assertion that the genital disturbance was an important, and perhaps the most important symptom of the neurosis, was erroneous, they said. Even worse, they said, was my contention that an evaluation of genitality provided prognostic and therapeutic criteria. Two analysts bluntly asserted that they knew any number of female patients with a completely healthy sex life! They seemed to me more excited than their usual scientific reserve would have led one to expect. 
In this controversy, I started out by being at a disadvantage. I had had to admit myself that among the male patients there were many with an apparently undisturbed genitality, though the same was not true of the female patients. I was searching for the source of energy of the neurosis, for its somatic core.  This core could be nothing but dammed-up sexual energy. But I could not imagine what should cause the stasis if potency was present. 
Two misleading concepts dominated psychoanalysis at that time. First, a man was called "potent" when he was able to carry out the sexual act. He was considered "very potent" when he was capable of carrying out the sexual act several times during one night. The question as to how many times a night a man "can do it" is a favorite topic of conversation among men in all walks of life. Roheim, a psychoanalyst, even went so far as to state that "with a slight exaggeration, one could say that the woman obtains real gratification only if after the sexual act she suffers from an inflammation (of the genital)." 
The second misleading concept was the belief that a partial impulse-such as the impulse to suck the maternal breast- could be dammed up by itself, isolated from other impulses.  This concept was used to explain the existence of neurotic symptoms in the presence of "complete potency"; it corresponded to the concept of mutually independent erogenous zones. 
In addition, the psychoanalysts denied my assertion that genitally healthy female patients were not to be found. A woman was considered genitally healthy when she was capable of a clitoris orgasm. The sex-economic differentiation of clitoris excitation and vaginal excitation was unknown. In brief, nobody had any idea of the natural function of the orgasm. There remained a doubtful group of genitally healthy men who seemed to invalidate all my assumptions regarding the prognostic and therapeutic role of genitality. For, there was no doubt: If my assumption was correct that the disturbance of genitality formed the source of energy of the neurotic symptoms, then not a single case of neurosis with undisturbed genitality would be found. 
In this case, I had the same experience that I later often had in making scientific discoveries. A series of clinical observations had led to a general assumption. This assumption had gaps here there, and was vulnerable to what seemed to be valid objections. And one's opponents rarely miss an opportunity to detect such gaps and to take them as a basis for rejecting the whole. As du Teil once said, "Scientific objectivity is not of this world, and perhaps of none." Objective collaboration on a problem is scarcely to be hoped for. But, unintentionally, my critics often helped me along, just by their objections on fundamental grounds." So it was at this time. The objection that genitally healthy neurotics existed in great numbers, made me scrutinize "genital health." It is unbelievable yet true that an exact analysis of genital behavior beyond such vague statements as "I have slept with a man, or a woman" was strictly taboo in psychoanalysis of that time. 
The more exactly I had my patients describe their behavior and sensations in the sexual act, the firmer became my clinical conviction that all of them, without exception, suffered from a severe disturbance of genitality. This was especially true of those men who bragged the loudest about their sexual conquests and about how many times a night they "could do it."  There was no doubt: they were erectively very potent, but ejaculation was accompanied by little or no ~easure, or even the opposite, by disgust and unpleasant sensations. An exact analysis of the fantasies accompanying the act revealed mostly sadistic or self-satisfied attitudes in the men, anxiety, reserve or masculinity in women. To the so-called potent man, the act had the significance of conquering, piercing or raping the woman. They wanted to give proof of their potency, or to be admired for their erective endurance. This "potency" could easily be destroyed by laying bare its motives. It seemed to cover up serious disturbances of erection or ejaculation. In none of these cases was there as much as a trace of involuntary behavior or loss of alertness during the act. 
Slowly groping ahead, I thus learned, bit by bit, to recognize the signs of orgastic impotence. It took another ten years before I understood the disturbance well enough to be able to describe it and to develop a technique for its elimination. 
The study of this disturbance remained the central clinical problem of sex-economy and is far from being concluded. It plays a similar role in sex-economy to that played by the Oedipus complex in psychoanalysis. One who does not thoroughly understand it cannot be regarded as a sex-economist. He will not comprehend its implications and consequences. He will not understand the distinction between healthy and sick, nor will he understand the nature of pleasure anxiety; he will understand neither the pathological nature of the child-parent conflict, nor the basis of marital unhappiness.  He may become a sex-reformer, but he will never really alter sex misery. He may admire the bion experiments, may even imitate them, but he will never do sex-economic research upon life-processes. He will never comprehend religious ecstasy and certainly not Fascist irrationalism. He will continue to believe in the antithesis of nature and culture, instinct and morals, sexuality and achievement. He will not be able to solve in any real sense one single question of pedagogy. He will never comprehend the identity of the sexual process and the life process, and, therefore, also the sex-economic theory of cancer. He will consider healthy what is sick, and sick what is healthy. He will, finally, misinterpret the human longing for happiness and overlook the human fear of happiness. In brief, he may be anything but a sex-economist, one who knows that man is the only biological species which has destroyed its own natural sex function, and that that is what ails him. 
I shall present the orgasm theory in the way in which it developed, i.e., not systematically. Thus, its inner logic will more readily become evident. It will be seen that no human brain could possibly invent these interconnections. 
Up until 1923, the year when the orgasm theory was born, sexology and psychoanalysis knew only of an ejaculative and an erective potency. But, without the inclusion of the economic-experiential and energy aspects, the concept of sexual potency has no meaning at all. Erective and ejaculative potency are nothing but indispensable prerequisites for orgastic potency.  Orgastic potency is the capacity for surrender to the flow of biological energy without any inhibition, the capacity for complete discharge of all dammed-up sexual excitation through involuntary pleasurable contractions of the body. Not a single neurotic individual possesses orgastic potency; the corollary of this fact is the fact that the vast majority of humans suffer from a character-neurosis. 
The intensity of pleasure in the orgasm (in the sexual act which is free of anxiety and unpleasure, and unaccompanied by fantasies) depends on the amount of sexual tension concentrated in the genital, the pleasure is all the more intense the greater in amount and the steeper the "drop" in the excitation. 
The following description of the orgastically satisfying sexual act covers only some typical, biologically determined phases and modes of behavior. It does not take into account the preliminaries which present no general regularity. Furthermore, the fact should be borne in mind that the bioelectric processes of orgasm are as yet unexplored; for this reason, this description is of necessity incomplete. 

A. Phase of voluntary control of the excitation 

1. * Erection is pleasurable, and not painful as it is in the case of priapism ("cold erection"), spasm of the pelvic floor or of the spermatic duct. The genital is not over-excited, as it is after prolonged periods of abstinence or in the case of premature ejaculation. The genital of the woman becomes hyperemic and, through ample secretion of the genital glands, moist in a specific way; that is, in the case of undisturbed genital functioning, the secretion has specific chemical and physical properties which are lacking when the genital function is disturbed.  An important criterion of Orgastic potency in the male is the urge to penetrate. For, there may be erections without this urge, as is the case, e.g., in many erectively potent narcissistic characters, and in satyriasis. 
2. The man is spontaneously gentle, that is, without having to cover up opposite tendencies, such as sadistic impulses, by a forced kind of gentleness. Pathological deviations are: aggressiveness based on sadistic impulses, as in many compulsion neurotics with erective potency; inactivity of the passive-feminine character. In the "onanistic coitus" with an unloved object the gentleness is absent. The activity of the woman normally differs in no way from that of the man. The widely prevalent passivity of the woman is pathological and mostly due to masochistic fantasies of being raped. 
3. The pleasurable excitation, which during the preliminaries has maintained about the same level, suddenly increases-both in the man and in the woman-with the penetration of the penis. The man's sensation of "being sucked in" corresponds to the woman's sensation that she is "sucking the penis in. 
  

INSERT DIAGRAM 1 

Diagram of the typical phases of the sexual act with orgastic potency, in both sexes. 
F = forepleasure (1, 2). P = penetration (3). I(4, 5)  =phase of voluntary 
control of increase in excitation in which voluntary prolongation is as yet harmless. II (6 a-d)=phase of involuntary muscle contractions and automatic increase in excitation. III (7) = sudden and steep ascent to the acme (A). Iv =(8) = orgasm. The coded part represents the phase of involuntary body contractions. V (9, 10) = steep "drop" of the excitation. R = relaxation. Duration, about five to twenty minutes. 
  

4.  In the man, the urge to penetrate very deeply increases; without, however, taking the sadistic form of wanting to pierce through" the woman, as in the case in compulsive characters.  As a result of mutual, slow, spontaneous and effortless frictions the excitation is concentrated on the surface and the glans of he penis, and the posterior parts of the vaginal mucous membrane. The characteristic sensation which precedes ejaculation is still completely absent, in contradistinction to cases of premature ejaculation. The body is as yet less excited than the genital. Consciousness is completely concentrated on the perception of the pleasure sensations; the ego participates in this activity in so far as it attempts to exhaust all possibilities of pleasure and to attain a maximum of tension before orgasm occurs. Needless to say, this is not done by way of conscious intention, but quite spontaneously and differently for each individual, on the basis of previous experience, by a change in position, the manner of friction and rhythm, etc. According to the consensus of potent men and women, the pleasure sensations are all the more intense the slower and more gentle the frictions are, and the better they harmonize with each other.  This presupposes a considerable ability to identify oneself with one's partner. Pathological counterparts are, e.g., the urge to produce violent frictions, as occurring in sadistic compulsive characters with penis anesthesia and inability to have an ejaculation; or the nervous haste of those suffering from premature ejaculation. Orgastically potent individuals never talk or laugh during the sexual act-with the exception of words of tenderness. Both talking and laughing indicate a serious lack of the capacity for surrender, which requires an undivided absorption in the sensations of pleasure. Men to whom surrender means being "feminine" are always orgastically disturbed. 
5. In this phase, interruption of friction is in itself pleasurable, due to the particular sensations of pleasure which appear when one is at rest; the interruption can be accomplished without mental effort; it prolongs the sexual act. When one is at rest, the excitation decreases a little, without, however, completely subsiding, as it does in pathological cases. The interruption of the sexual act through retraction of the penis is not unpleasurable, provided it occurs after a period of rest. With continued friction, the excitation keeps increasing above the level previous to the interruption, and begins to spread more and more to the whole body, while the excitation of the genital remains more or less at the same level. Finally, as a result of another, usually sudden, increase of genital excitation, there sets in the second phase: 

B.     Phase of involuntary muscle contractions 

6.  In this phase, a voluntary control of the course of excitation is no longer possible. It shows the following characteristics: 
a.  The increase in excitation can no longer be controlled voluntarily; rather, it takes hold of the whole personality and produces tachycardia and deep expirations. 
b.  Bodily excitation becomes more and more concentrated upon the genital, a "melting" kind of sensation sets in, which may best be described as a radiation of excitation from the genital to other parts of the body. 
c.  This excitation results first in involuntary contractions of the total musculature of the genital and of the pelvic floor.  These contractions occur in waves: the crests of the waves occur with the complete penetration of the penis, the troughs with the retraction of the penis. However, as soon as the retraction goes beyond a certain limit, there occur immediately spasmodic contractions which expedite ejaculation. In the woman, there occurs in this case a contraction of the smooth musculature of the vagina. 
d.  In this stage, interruption of the sexual act is absolutely unpleasurable, for both man and woman; instead of occurring rhythmically, the muscular contractions which lead to the orgasm as well as to the ejaculation, occur, in the case of interruption, in the form of spasms. This results in intensely unpleasant sensations and occasionally in pain in the pelvic floor and the lower back; in addition, as a result of the spasm, ejaculation occurs earlier than in the case of an undisturbed rhythm.  The voluntary prolongation of the first phase of the sexual act (1 to 5 in the diagram) to a moderate degree is harmless, and rather serves to intensify pleasure. On the other hand, interruption or voluntary modification of the course of excitation in the second phase is harmful, because here the process takes place in reflex form. 
7 Through further intensification and an increase in the frequency of the involuntary muscular contractions, the excitation increases rapidly and steeply up to the acme (III to A in the diagram); normally, the acme coincides with the first ejaculatory muscular contraction in the man. 
8 Now occurs a more or less intense clouding of consciousness the frictions become spontaneously more intensive, after having subsided momentarily at the point of the acme; the urge to "penetrate completely" becomes more intense with each ejaculatory muscle contraction. In the woman, the muscle contractions take the same course as in the man; experientially, the difference is only that during and immediately after the acme tile healthy woman wants to "receive completely." 
9.  The orgastic excitation takes hold of the whole body and results in lively contractions of the whole body musculature.  Self-observations of healthy individuals of both sexes, as well as the analysis of certain disturbances of orgasm, show that what we call the release of tension and experience as a motor discharge (descending portion of the orgasm curve) is predominantly the result of a flowing back of the excitation from the genital to the body. This flowing back is experienced as a sudden decrease of the tension. 
The acme thus represents the point at which the excitation changes its direction: up to the point of the acme, the direction is toward the genital, and at the point of the acme it turns into the opposite direction, i.e., toward the whole body. The complete flowing back of the excitation toward the whole body what constitutes gratification. Gratification means two things:  shift of the direction of flow of excitation in the body, and unburdening of the genital apparatus. 
10. Before the zero point is reached, the excitation tapers in a gentle curve and is immediately replaced by a pleasant bodily and psychic relaxation; usually, there is a strong desire for sleep. The sensual relations have subsided; what continues is a grateful tender attitude toward the partner. 
In contradistinction, the orgastically impotent individual experiences a leaden exhaustion, disgust, repulsion, or indifference, and occasionally, hatred toward the partner. In the case of satyriasis and nymphomania, sexual excitation does not subside. Insomnia is one of the most important indications of lack of gratification; on the other hand, it would be erroneous to assume necessarily the existence of satisfaction if the patient reports that he or she goes to sleep immediately after the sexual act. 
Looking back over the two main phases of the sexual act, we see that the first phase (F and I in the diagram) is characterized mainly by the sensory, the second phase (II to V) by the motor experience of pleasure. 
The involuntary contractions of the organism and the complete discharge of the excitation are the most important criteria of orgastic potency. The part of the curve drawn in shaded lines (diagram, p.44) represents the involuntary vegetative release of tension. There are partial releases of tension which are similar to an orgasm; they used to be taken for the actual release of tension. Clinical experience shows that man-as a result of the general sexual repression-has lost the capacity for ultimate vegetatively involuntary surrender. What I mean by "orgastic potency" is exactly this ultimate, hitherto unrecognized portion of the capacity for excitation and release of tension. Orgastic potency is the biological primal and basic function which man in common with all living organisms. All feelings about nature derive from this function or from the longing for it. 
Normally, that is, in the absence of inhibitions, the course of the sexual process in the woman is in no way different from that in the man. In both sexes, the orgasm is more intense if the peaks of genital excitation coincide. This occurs frequently in individuals who are able to concentrate their tender as well as their sensual feelings on a partner; it is the rule when the relationship is undisturbed by either internal or external factors. In such cases, at least conscious fantasies are completely absent; the ego is undividedly absorbed in the perception of pleasure.  The ability to concentrate oneself with one's whole 'personality on the orgastic experience, in spite of possible conflicts, is a further criterion of orgastic potency. 
Whether unconscious fantasies are also absent, is difficult to say. Certain indications make this probable. Fantasies which cannot be permitted to become conscious, can only be disturbing. Among the fantasies which may accompany the sexual act one has to distinguish fantasies which are in harmony with the actual experience from those that contradict it.  If the partner is able to draw upon himself all sexual interests at least for the time being, unconscious fantasy activity becomes unnecessary; the latter, by its very nature, stands in opposition to the actual experience because one fantasies only that which one cannot obtain in reality. There is such a thing as a genuine transference from an original object to the partner. If the partner corresponds in his essential traits to the object of the fantasy, he can replace the object of the fantasy. The situation is different, however, when the transference of sexual interests takes place in spite of the fact that the partner does not correspond in his fundamental traits to the object of the fantasy; when it takes place only on the basis of a neurotic searching for the original object, without the inner ability to establish a genuine transference; in that case, no illusion can eradicate a vague feeling of insincerity in the relationship. Whereas in the case of genuine transference there is no reaction of disillusionment after the sexual act, it is inevitable here; here, we can assume, unconscious fantasy activity during the act was not absent, but served the purpose of maintaining the illusion. In the former case, the original object-its place having been taken by the partner-lost its interest and, with it, its power of creating fantasies. In the case of genuine transference there is none of the overestimation of the partner; those characteristics which are at variance with the original object are correctly evaluated and well tolerated. Conversely, in the case of false neurotic transference, there is excessive idealization, and illusions predominate; the negative qualifies are not perceived and fantasy activity is not allowed to rest, lest the illusion be lost. 
The harder the imagination has to work in order to bring about an equivalence of the partner with the ideal, the more does the sexual experience lose in intensity and sex-economic value. Whether and to what extent incompatibilities-which occur in any relationship of some duration-diminish the intensity of the sexual experience, depends entirely on the nature of these incompatibilities. They will be the more likely to lead to a pathological disturbance, the stronger the fixation upon the original object, the greater the incapacity for genuine transference, and the greater the effort that has to be made to overcome the aversion toward the partner. 

SEXUAL STASIS: THE SOURCE OF ENERGY OF THE NEUROSIS 

In the psychoanalytic clinic, I had-ever since clinical experience had called my attention to it in 1920-carefully observed and taken notes on the disturbances of genitality. In the course of some two years, I had collected sufficient material to warrant the conclusion: The disturbance of genitality is not, as was previously assumed, one symptom among others, but it is the symptom of the neurosis. Gradually, everything began to point in one direction: the neurosis is not merely the result of a sexual disturbance in the broader sense of Freud; it is rather, the result of a genital disturbance, in the strict sense of orgastic impotence. 

INSERT DIAGRAM 2 

If I had again restricted sexuality to mean exclusively genital sexuality, I would have reverted to the old, erroneous concept of sexuality before Freud: sexual is only what is genital. Instead of this, in amplifying the concept of genital function by that of orgastic potency, and by defining it in terms of energy, I extended the psychoanalytic theories of sex and of libido further along their proper lines of development. I argued as follows: 
1. If every psychic disturbance has a core of dammed-up sexual energy, then it can be caused only by a disturbance of orgastic satisfaction. Impotence and frigidity thus are the key to an understanding of the economy of the neuroses. 
2. The energy source of the neurosis lies in the differential between accumulation and discharge of sexual energy. The neurotic psychic apparatus is distinguished from the healthy one by the constant presence of undischarged sexual energy.  This is true not only of the stasis neuroses (actual neuroses of Freud) but for all psychic disturbances, with or without symptom formation. 
3. Freud's therapeutic formula is correct but incomplete.  The first prerequisite of cure is, indeed, to make the repressed sexuality conscious. However, though this alone may effect the cure, it need not of necessity do so. It does so only if at the same time the source of energy, the sexual stasis, is eliminated; in other words, only if the awareness of instinctual demands goes hand in hand with the capacity for full orgastic gratification. In that case, the pathological psychic growths are deprived of their energy at the source (principle of energy-withdrawal). 
4. The supreme goal of a causal analytic therapy, therefore, is the establishment of orgastic potency, of the ability to discharge an amount of sexual energy equal to that accumulated. 
5. Sexual excitation is definitely a somatic process; neurotic conflicts are of a psychic nature. A slight conflict, in itself normal, will produce a slight disturbance of the sexual energy equilibrium. This slight stasis will re-enforce the conflict, and this in turn the stasis. In this way, psychic conflict and somatic stasis mutually increase each other. The central psychic conflict is the sexual child-parent relationship. It is present in every neurosis. It is the historical experiential material that furnishes the content of the neurosis. All neurotic fantasies stem from the infantile sexual attachment to the parents. But the child-parent conflict could not produce an enduring disturbance of the psychic equilibrium if it were not continually nourished by the actual stasis which this conflict itself originally produced.  Sexual stasis is, therefore, the etiological factor which-constantly present in the immediate situation-affords to the neurosis, not its content, but its energy. The historical pathological incestuous attachment to parents and siblings loses its strength when the energy stasis in the immediate situation is eliminated; in other words, when full orgastic gratification takes place in the immediate present. The pathogenicity of the Oedipus complex, therefore, depends on whether or not there is a physiologically adequate discharge of sexual energy. Thus, actual neurosis (stasis neurosis) and psychoneuroses are interwoven, and cannot be thought of as independent of each other. 
  

INSERT DIAGRAM 3 

Diagram: Interrelation of infantile psychic content of the neurotic conflict on the one hand and sexual stasis on the other. 
  
         a.   Social inhibition of genitality, resulting in stasis (0). 
         b.   Stasis results in fixation to parents (historical content, LI). 
         c.   Incest fantasy. 
         d.   Energy source of the neurosis. 
         e.   psychoneuroses maintains stasis (present-day stasis of energy). 
  
  
6. Pre genital (oral, anal, muscular, etc.) sexuality differs in its dynamics basically from genital sexuality. If non-genital sexual behavior is continued, the genital function becomes disturbed. The resulting sexual stasis, in turn, activates pregenital fantasies and behavior. These, as found in the neuroses and perversions, are not only the cause of the genital disturbance, but at least as much its result. (This is the beginning of the distinction between natural [primary] and secondary drives which I formulated in 1936.) This finding, general sexual disturbance is a result Of genital disturbance, i.e., simply, of orgastic impotence, was the most important finding with regard to the theory of instinct and the theory of culture: Genital sexuality, as I understood it, was a function which was unknown and not in keeping with the usual concepts of human sexual activity; no more than "sexual” and "genital" are the same, or genital" in sex-economy and "genital' in common parlance. 
7. Furthermore, a question which had been on Freud's mind a good deal found a simple solution. Psychic disturbances present only "qualities." And yet, one senses everywhere the so-called "quantitative" factor, i.e., the strength and force, the energy cathexis of psychic experiences and activities. In a meeting of the inner circle, Freud counseled foresight. We had to be prepared, he said, that one of these days the psychotherapy of the neuroses would meet a dangerous competitor, a future organotherapy. Nobody could as yet have an idea as to what it would be like, but one could already hear the footsteps of its exponents behind one, he said. Psychoanalysis would have to be placed upon an organic foundation. A true Freudian intuition! When Freud said this, I knew immediately that the solution of the problem of quantity in the neurosis also included the solution of the problem of organotherapy. The avenue of approach to the problem could only be the treatment of the physiological sexual stasis. I had already started on this road.  Not until five years ago did the efforts to solve the problem bear fruit in the form of the basic principles of the character-analytic technique of vegetotherapy. In between lay fifteen years of hard work and difficult struggles. 
Between 1922 and 1926 the orgasm theory was formulated and consolidated, bit by bit, followed by the technique of character-analysis. Every bit of future experience, therapeutic successes as well as failures, confirmed the theory which had taken form by itself from those first decisive observations. The ways in which the work was to branch out soon became clear: 
The clinical work with patients led in one direction to experimental work in sex-economy, in another direction to the question: Whence does social suppression of sexuality originate, and what is its function? 
Much later, i.e., only after 1933, the first line of problems resulted in a biological side-branch of sex-economy, namely, bion research, sex-economic cancer research, and the investigation of the orgone radiation. The second line, about seven years later, split up into sexual sociology and sex policy on the one hand, and political psychology and mass psychology on the other.* 
The orgasm theory determined the psychological, psycho-therapeutic, physiological-biological and the sociological sectors of sex-economy. I am far from claiming that this structure of sex-economy could replace such specialized disciplines as the above. The claim which sex-economy can make today, however, is that of being an inwardly consistent, scientific theory of sex, from which a variety of aspects of human life may expect stimulating revivification. This claim makes imperative a detailed presentation of this structure in all its ramifications. Since the life process is identical with the sexual process-an experimentally proven fact-the wide ramification of sex-economy is a logical necessity. In everything living, sexual vegetative energy at work. This statement is dangerous, just because it is simple and absolutely correct. If it is to be applied correctly, it must be kept from becoming a platitude or a catch phrase. One's followers are in the habit of making things easy for themselves. They take over all that has been acquired through hard toil, and work with it with as little disturbance to themselves as possible. They do not take the pains of applying again and again all methodological subtleties. They become stultified, and the problem with them. I hope I shall succeed in saving sex-economy from this fate. 

 Cf. my books, Die Sexualitdt im Kulturkampf (The Sexual Revolution), Der Embruch der Sexualmoral, and Die Massenprychologie des Farchissnus (The Mass Psychology of Fascisrn). 
  
  
  

* Translator's note: The same situation still exists in this country. A leading American psychoanalyst wrote me some three years ago: "I personally don't believe that there is a word of truth in that notion that so-called actual neuroses have somatic symptoms which have no psychic meaning. . . . I think, as a matter of fact, that a good many analysts are in doubt about this, although with customary over-solicitude about the old man's feelings, don't argue about it very much in the open. . . . One sees intense anxiety so frequently in clients who have no orgastic impotence that I cannot believe in the reality of the whole notion. 1 think that Freud must have been over-impressed by a couple of early experiences, or possibly by some element in his own personal struggle with masturbation." Similarly, one of the most widely read psychoanalytic writers in America referred in a recent paper to Freud's theory of the actual neuroses as "the now generally discarded theory of anxiety." From my own experience over some eight years here, I can confirm the fact that one does not see cases of actual neurosis in private psychoanalytic practice, or only extremely rarely. Due to their predominantly somatic-not psychic-symptomatology, anxiety-neurotic patients, as a rule, do not seek the help of the psychiatrist or psychoanalyst. They go to the cardiologist, gynecologist, gastroenterologist or other specialist, according to what their symptoms happen to be.  In the psychiatric clinic of a general hospital, however, these patients are seen every day. They are referred there from the medical, surgical, gynecological and other clinics, usually after attempts of treatment without recognition of the real cause have failed. In a psychiatric clinic, the psychiatrist who is able to recognize an anxiety neurosis soon finds himself with an imposing record of patients who-after many years of futile treatment-improved rapidly and considerably once their condition was diagnosed correctly. 

DECREE OF INJUNCTION
From the court record, U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, Wilhelm Reich, et. af., v. U.S.A.
CIVIL ACTION No.1056 
Plaintiff having filed a Complaint for Injunction herein to enjoin the defendants and others from further alleged violations of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; and each defendant having been duly served, on February 10, 1954, with a summons and copy of the Complaint; and no defendant having appeared or answered in person or by representative, although the time therefore has expired; and each defendant having been duly served, on February 26, 1954, with a copy of Requests for Admissions; and no defendant having served any answer to said Requests, although the time therefor has expired; and the default of each defendant having been entered herein; and it appearing that the defendants, unless enjoined therefrom, will continue to introduce or cause to be introduced or delivered, or cause to be delivered into interstate commerce orgone energy accumulators, devices within the meaning of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, 21  U.S. C. 301 et seq, which are misbranded and adulterated, and in violation of 21 U.S. C. 331 (a) and (k); and the Court having been fully advised in the premises; 
  
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the defendants, THE WILHELM REICH FOUNDATION, WILHELM REICH, and ILSE OLLENDORFF and each and all of their officers, agents, servants, employees, attorneys, all corporations, associations, and organizations, and all persons in active concert or participation with them or any of them, be, and they hereby are, perpetually enjoined and restrained from doing any of the following acts, directly or indirectly, in violation of Sections 301(a) or 301(k) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U. S. C. C. 331(a) or (k)) with respect to any orgone energy accumulator device, in any style or model, any and all accessories, components or parts thereof, or any similar device, in any style or model, and any device purported or represented to collect and accumulate the alleged orgone energy: 
(1)   Introducing or causing to be introduced or delivering or causing to be delivered for introduction into interstate commerce any such article of device which is:  (a)   Misbranded within the meaning of Section 502(a) of the Act (21 U. S. C. 352(a)) by reason of any representation or suggestion in its labeling which conveys the impression that such article, in any style or model, is an outstanding therapeutic agent, is a preventive of and beneficial for use in any disease or disease condition, is effective in the cure, mitigation, treatment, and prevention of any disease, symptom, or condition; or (b)   Misbranded within the meaning of Section 502 (2) of the Act (21 U. S. C. 352(a)) by reason of any representation or suggestion in its labeling which conveys the impression that the alleged orgone energy exists; or (c) Misbranded within the meaning of Section 502(a) of the Act (21 U. S. C. 352(a)) by reason of any photographic representation or suggestion with a caption, or otherwise, which conveys the impression that such is an actual photograph depicting the alleged orgone energy or an alleged excited orgone energy field; or (d)   Misbranded within the meaning of Section 502(a) of the Act (21 U. S. C. 352(a)) by reason of any other false or misleading representation or suggestion; or (e)   Adulterated within the meaning of Section 501(c) of the Act (21 U. S. C. 351(c)) in that (1) its strength differs from or its quality falls below that which it purports or is represented to possess or 
(2) it purports to collect from the atmosphere and accumulate in said device the alleged orgone energy; or 
  
(2)  Doing any act or causing any act to be done with respect to any orgone energy accumulator device while such device is held for sale (including rental, or any other disposition) after shipment in interstate commerce which results in said device becoming misbranded or adulterated in any respect; and 
  
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
  
 (1)  That all orgone energy accumulator devices, and their labeling, which were shipped in interstate commerce and which (a) are on a rental basis, or (b) otherwise owned or controlled by any one of the defendants, or by the defendants, be recalled by the defendants to their place of business at Rangeley, Maine; and 
(2)  That the devices referred to in (1) immediately above, and their parts, be destroyed by the defendants or, they may be dismantled and the materials from which they were made salvaged after dismantling; and 
(3)  That the labeling referred to in paragraph (1), just above, except those items for which a specific purchase price was paid by their owners, be destroyed by the defendants; and 
(4)  That all parts or portions of orgone accumulator devices shipped in interstate commerce and returned to Rangeley, Maine, or elsewhere, and awaiting repair or reshipment be destroyed by the defendants, or, they may be dismantled and the materials from which they were made salvaged after dismantling; and 
(5)  That all copies of the following items of written, printed, or graphic matter, and their covers, if any, which items have constituted labeling of the article of device, and which contain statements and representations pertaining to the existence of orgone energy, its collection by, and accumulation in, orgone energy accumulators, and the use of such alleged orgone energy by employing said accumulators in the cure, mitigation, treatment, and prevention of disease, symptoms and conditions: 
          The Discovery of the Orgone by Wilhelm Reich 
          Vol I-The Function of the Orgasm 
          Vol Il-The Cancer Biopathy 
          The Sexual Revolution by Wilhelm Reich 
          Ether, God and Devil by Wilhelm Reich 
          Cosmic Superimposition by Wilhelm Reich 
          Listen, Little Man by Wilhelm Reich 
          The Mass Psychology of Fascism by Wilhelm Reich 
          Character Analysis by Wilhelm Reich 
          The Murder of Christ by Wilhelm Reich 
          People in Trouble by Wilhelm Reich 
  
 shall be withheld by the defendants and not again employed as labeling; in the event, however, such statements and representations, and any other allied material, are deleted, such publications may be used by the defendants; and 
(6) That all written, printed, and graphic matter containing instructions for the use of any orgone energy accumulator device, instructions for the assembly thereof, all printed, and other announcements and order blanks for the items listed in the paragraph immediately above, all documents, bulletins, pamphlets, journals, and booklets entitled in part, as follows: 
CATALOGUE SHEET, PHYSICIAN'S REPORT, APPLICATION FOR THE USE OF THE ORGONE ENERGY ACCUMULATOR, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING SOFT ORGONE IPRADIATION, ORGONE ENERGY ACCUMULATOR ITS SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL USE, ORGONE ENERGY BULLETIN, ORGONE ENERGY EMERGENCY BULLETIN, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SEX-ECONOMY AND ORGONE RESEARCH, INTERNATIONALE ZEITSCHRUFT FUR ORGONOMIE, EMOTIONAL PLAGUE VERSUS ORGONE BIOPHYSICS, ANNALS OF THE ORGONE INSTITUTE, and ORANUR EXPERIMENT, but not limited to those enumerated, shall be destroyed; and 
(7) That the directives and provisions contained in paragraphs (1) to (6) inclusive, above, shall be performed under the supervision of employees of the Food and Drug Administration, authorized representatives of the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare; and 
(8) That for the purposes of supervision and securing cornpliance with this decree the defendants shall permit said employees of the Food and Drug Administration, at reasonable times, to have access to and to copy from, all books, ledgers, accounts, correspondence, memoranda, and other records and documents in the possession or under the control of said defendants, including all affiliated persons, corporations, associations, and organizations, at Rangeley, Maine, or elsewhere, relating to any matters contained in this decree. Any such authorized representative of the Secretary shall be permitted to interview officers or employees of any defendant, or any affiliate, regarding any such matters subject to the reasonable convenience of any of said officers or employees of said defendants, or affiliates, but without restraint or interference from any one of said defendants; and 
(9)  That the defendants refrain from, either directly or indirectly, in violation of said Act, disseminating information pertaining to the assembly, construction, or composition of orgone energy accumulator devices to be employed for therapeutic or prophylactic uses by man or for other animals. 
  
 March 19, 1954. 
 2:45 P.M. 
  
 /s/ John D. Clifford, Jr. 
     United States District Judge 
      for the District of Maine. 
      A true copy of original filed at 2:45 P.M. on March 19, 1954. 
      ATTEST: 
      /s/ Morris Cox 
      Clerk, United States District Court 
  
 The works of Wilhelm Reich listed above in paragraph 5 have been withheld from the general public. The material listed in paragraph 6, including his books and other publications, was burned under the supervision of agents of the Food and Drug Administration: This occurred on August 23, 1956, and, again, as recently as March 17, 1960. 
  

  RESPONSE
  
  

    February 25th, 1954 
  

    The Hon. Judge Clifford 
    Federal Court House 
    Portland, Maine 
  

    Dear Judge Clifford: 
  
    I am taking the liberty of transmitting to you my "Response" 
    to the complaint filed by the Food and Drug Administration 
    regarding the Orgone Energy Accumulator. My "Response" 
    summarizes my standpoint as a natural scientist who deals with 
    matters of basic natural law. It is not in my hands to judge the 
    legal aspects of the matter. 
    My factual position in the case as well as in the world of 
    science of today does not permit me to enter the case against 
    the Food and Drug Administration, since such action would, 
    in my mind, imply admission of the authority of this special 
    branch of the government to pass judgment on primordial, pre- 
    atomic cosmic orgone energy. 
    I, therefore, rest the case in full confidence in your hands. 
  
    Sincerely yours, 
  
    /s/ Wilhelm Reich, M.D. 
    Wilhelm Reich, M.D. 
  
  

Response 

Regarding the Request of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to Enjoin the Natural Scientific Activities of Wilhelm Reich, M.D. 
In order to clarify the factual as well as the legal situation concerning the complaint, we must, from the very beginning,  distinguish concrete facts from legal procedure to do justice to the facts.  Technically, legally the US Government has filed suit against  the natural scientific work of Wilhelm Reich. 

Factually, the FDA is NOT "The US Government." It is merely one of its administrative agencies dealing with Foods,  Drugs and Cosmetics. It is not empowered to deal with Basic Natural Law. 

ORGONOMY (see "Bibliography on the History of Orgonomy") is a branch of BASIC NATURAL SCIENCE. Its central object of research is elucidation of the Basic Natural Law.  Now, in order to bring into line the legal procedure with the above-mentioned facts, the following is submitted: 

The common law structure of the United States rests originally on Natural Law. This Natural Law has heretofore been interpreted in various ways of thinking, metaphysically, religiously, mechanistically. It has never concretely and scientifically, been subjected to natural scientific inquiry based upon a discovery which encompasses the very roots of existence. 

The concept of Natural Law as the foundation of a secure way of life, must firmly rest upon the practical concrete functions of LIFE itself. In consequence, a correct life-positive interpretation of Natural Law, the basis of common law, depends on the factual elucidation of what Life actually is, how it works, what are its basic functional manifestations. From this basic premise derive the claims of natural scientists to a free, unmolested, unimpeded, natural scientific activity in general and in the exploration of the Life Energy in particular. 

The complaint of the FDA is factually intimately interconnected with a basic social issue which, at present, is reverberating in the lives of all of us here and abroad.  Abraham Lincoln once said: "What I do say is that no man is good enough to govern another man without that other's consent. I say this is a leading principle, the sheet anchor of American republicanism." 

At this point, I could easily declare "I refuse to be governed in my basic natural research activities by the Food and Drug Administration." But exactly here, in this constitutional right of mine, the basic confusion in the interpretation of Natural and Common Law becomes apparent. 

There are conspirators around whose aim it is to destroy human happiness and self-government. Is now the right of the conspirator to ravage humanity the same as my right to free, unimpeded inquiry? 

It obviously is NOT THE SAME THING. I shall not try to answer this basic dilemma of American society at the present. I shall only open an approach to this legal and factual dilemma. It has a lot to do with the position of the complainant, trying to enjoin the experimental and theoretical functions of Life in its emotional, educational, social, economic, intellectual and medical implications. 

According to natural, and in consequence, American Common Law, no one, no matter who he is, has the power or legal right to enjoin: 
  
The study and observation of natural phenomena including Life within and without man; 
The communication to others of knowledge of these natural phenomena so rich in the manifestations of an existent, concrete, cosmic Life Energy; 
The stir to mate in all living beings, including our maturing adolescents; 
The emergence of abstractions and final mathematical formulae concerning the natural life force in the universe, and the right to their dissemination among one's fellow men; 
The handling, use and distribution of instniments of basic research in any field, medical, educational, preventive, physical, biological, and in fields which emerge from such basic activities and which, resting on such principles, must by all means remain free. 
  
Attempts such as branding activities and instruments of such kind as "adulterated," in other words as fraud, only characterizes the narrowness of the horizon of the complaint. 

No man-made law ever, no matter whether derived from the past or projected into a distant, unforesecable future, can or should ever be empowered to claim that it is greater than the Natural Law from which it stems and to which it must inevitably return in the eternal rhythm of creation and decline of all things natural. This is valid, no matter whether we speak in terms such as "God," "Natural Law," "Cosmic Primordial Force," "Ether" or "Cosmic Orgone Energy." 

The present critical state of international human affairs requires security and safety from nuisance interferences with efforts toward full, honest, determined clarification of  man's relationship to nature within and without himself; in other words, his relationship to the Law of Nature.. It is not permissible, either morally, legally or factually to force a natural  scientist to expose his scientific results and methods of basic research in court. This point is accentuated in a world crisis where biopathic men hold in their hands power over ruined, destitute multitudes. 

To appear in court as a "defendant" in matters of basic natural research would in itself appear, to say the least, extraordinary. It would require disclosure of evidence in support of the position of the discovery of the Life Energy. Such disclosure, however, would invoke untold complications, and possibly national disaster.  Proof of this can be submitted at any time only to a duly authorized personality of the US Governinent in a high, responsible position. 

Scientific matters cannot possibly ever be decided upon in court. They can only be clarified by prolonged, faithful bona fide observations in friendly exchange of opinion, never by litigation. The sole purpose of the complainant is to entangle orgonomic basic research in endless, costly legal procedures a Ia Panmunjon, which will accomplish exactly NOTHING rational or useful to human society. 

Inquiry in the realm of Basic Natural Law is outside the judicial domain, of this, or ANY OTHER KIND OF SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION ANYWHERE ON THIS GLOBE, IN ANY LAND, NATION OR REGION. 
  
Man's right to know, to learn, to inquire, to make bona fide errors, to investigate human emotions must, by all means, be safe, if the word FREEDOM should ever be more than an empty political slogan. 

If painstakingly elaborated and published scientific findings over a period of 30 years could not convince this administration, or will not be able to convince any other social administration of the true nature of the discovery of the Life Energy, no litigation in any court anywhere will ever help to do so. 

I, therefore, submit, in the name of truth and justice, that I shall not appear in court as the "defendant" against a plaintiff who by his mere complaint already has shown his ignorance in matters of natural science. I do so at the risk of being, by mistake, fully enjoined in all my activities. Such an injunction would mean practically exactly nothing at all. My discovery of the Life Energy is today widely known nearly all over the globe, in hundreds of institutions, whether acclaimed or cursed.  It can no longer be stopped by anyone, no matter what happens to me. 

Orgone Energy Accumulators, the "devices" designed to concentrate cosmic Orgone Energy, and thus to make it available to further research in medicine, biology and physics, are being built today in many lands, without my knowledge and consent, and even without any royalty payments. 

On the basis of these considerations, I submit that the case against Orgonomy be taken out of court completely. 
  
                                   WILHELM REICH, M.D. 
  
                                   Chairman of Basic Research 
                                   OF THE WILHELM REICH FOUND~ON 
  
Date:   February 22, 1954 

orgone energy & Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957)

http://skepdic.com/orgone.html
...unlike Sir Isaac Newton, Reich was not willing to stand upon the shoulders of giants. He stood only as high as his own experiences would allow, and from this low perch imagined himself to be a lone eagle soaring higher than any other man had ever reached. --Roger M. Wilcox
Orgone energy is an alleged type of "Primordial Cosmic Energy" discovered by Freudian psychoanalyst Wilhelm Reich in the late 1930s. Reich claimed that orgone energy is omnipresent and accounts for such things as the color of the sky, gravity, galaxies, the failure of most political revolutions, and a good orgasm. In living beings, orgone is called bio-energy or Life Energy.  Reich believed that orgone energy is "demonstrable visually, thermically, electroscopically and by means of Geiger-Mueller counters."* However, only true believers in orgone energy (i.e., orgonomists practicing the science of orgonomy)  have been able to find success with the demonstrations. 

Reich claimed to have created a new science (orgonomy) and to have discovered other entities, such as bions, which to this day only orgonomists can detect. Bions are alleged vesicles of orgone energy which are neither living nor non-living, but transitional beings. 

Reich died on November 3, 1957, in the Federal Penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, where he was sent for criminal contempt. The criminal charge was levied because Reich refused to obey an injunction against selling quack medical devices such as the Orgone Accumulator and orgone "shooters," devices which allegedly could collect and distribute orgone energy, thereby making possible the cure for  just about any medical disorder except, perhaps, megalomania and self-delusion. 

The Food and Drug Administration not only declared that there is no such thing as orgone energy, they had some of  Reich's books burned--a sure-fire way to ignite interest in somebody.  If the government burned his books, Reich must have been on to something BIG!!! Or so one theory goes. There is another theory which says that some government decisions look stupid because they are made by incompetent people. 

Despite having no status in the scientific community, Reich's ideas have been passed on by a number of devoted followers led by Elsworth F. Baker, M.D., founder of  The American College of Orgonomy, and Dr. James DeMeo of The Orgone Biophysical Research Laboratory, Inc., located in Ashland, Oregon. Baker's successors (he died in 1985) and DeMeo continue to defend both Reich the scientist and orgonomy. Reich saw himself as a persecuted genius and considered the critics who ridiculed him to be ignorant fools. 

See related entry on pathological science and pseudoscience. 
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