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                    Plato

                    427-347 B.C.
The son of wealthy and influential Athenian parents, Plato began his philosophical career as a student of Socrates. When the master died, Plato travelled to Egypt and Italy, studied with students of Pythagoras, and spent several years advising the ruling family of Syracuse. Eventually, he returned to Athens and established his own school of philosophy at the Academy. For students enrolled there, Plato tried both to pass on the heritage of a Socratic style of thinking and to guide their progress through mathematical learning to the achievement of abstract philosophical truth. The written dialogues on which his enduring reputation rests also serve both of these aims. 

Plato was a very famous philosopher much like his teacher Socrates.  One of his beliefs was that individual human beings are not self-sufficient, and they need help from others in order to survive.   To make our lives easier, we gather together into communities for the mutual achievement of our common goals. This succeeds because we can work more efficiently if each of us specializes in the practice of a specific craft, such as one person is a farmer of corn, one person makes shoes, and so on.

