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THE ZOIST.

No. XXV.

APRIL, 1849.

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE SEVENTH VOLUME OF
THE ZOIST.

* The discovery of a new truth gives to the philosopher intense delight. The
science of mesmerism is a new truth of incalculable value and importance ; and
though sneered at by the pseudo-philosophers of the day, there is mot the less
certainty that it presents the only avenue through which is discernible a ray of
hope that the more intricate phenomena of the nervous system—of life,—will ever
be revealed to man. Already has it established its claim to be considered a most
potent remedy in the cure of disease ; already enabled the knife of the operator to
traverse and divide the living fibre unfelt by the patient. If such are the results
of its infancy, what may not its maturity bring forth ? Let us pause for a mo-
ment to survey our position. An acute susceptibility of pain has been diffused
throughout the human body to warn man of injury, and hitherto it has been
d da y consequence that suffering should follow the violation of its
integrity. Behold, in a painless operation during the trance, the arrest of an
important fanction at the will of man! and for the purposes of beneficence,—a
result which a few years since it would have beeri considered madness to conjecture.
TIs not this a triumph justly deserving the name of glorious, quickening the pulse in
the bosom of philanthropy, and unfolding bright visions of the future to the glad-
dened eye of the well-wisher of his race > Shall an era occur in the progress of
man, and the tidings fall on the cold ear of apathy and indifference ?’’

ON the 1st of April 1843, the first number of The Zoist ap-
peared. The above quotation is extracted from the Prospectus
which heralded the appearance of this number. After a lapse
of six years, the commencement of another volume naturally
leads us to look back on the progress which our new science
has made,—on the result of our own labours,—and on the
attitude of the members of that profession who are more pecu-
liarly interested in its progress, and who ought to watch with
anxiety the record of every case of disease which is made to
yield to its power, and the fate of every patient who is brought
under its influence for the purpose of undergoing a surgical
operation.
VOL. VII. : B




2 Introduction to the Seventh Volume.

Has an era occurred in the progress of man, and have the
tidings fallen on the cold ear of apathy and indifference? In
1843, what was the position of our science? The development
of phenomena in the human organism, at once startling and
important, attracted the attention of an immense number of
individuals, and at the period we refer to, there was scarcely
a town in the kingdom which had not been visited by a public
lecturer, who, too frequently regardless, or not bestowing
sufficient attention on the requirements, of pure science, pa-
raded phenomena calling for prolonged and pains-taking
research and secluded investigation, before an audience little
calculated to grant the necessity of, or to see the paramount
importance to be attached to, either demand. Much mischief
ensued, and the opponents of truth were thus supplied with
an abundance of materials for their disreputable agitation.
Perceiving the impropriety of the course pursued by these
gentlemen, we inserted an article in our first number, under
the title of ¢ Lecture-mania,” in which we questioned the
propriety and usefulness of the plan. However, the system
was continued, and with varied results. The newspapers
teemed with the reports of lectures, with the successful or
unsuccessful experiments of these gentlemen, with the riotous
proceedings of the medical men who attended these meetings,
and with letters, pro and con, from innumerable individuals
who all imagined that they were capable of giving some ex-
planation, or of denouncing at once and for ever a subject
requiring profound physiological knowledge for its discussion,
and a delicacy and care in conducting the experiments, that
it is certainly not the lot of all to possess. The audience
attending each lecture was divided into approving and dis-
approving, believing -and disbelieving, sections, and at the
head of those who manifested their doubts with the greatest
noise and the most impudent effrontery, there was almost
always a medical man. On some occasions, to such an extent
was the feeling of opposition carried, that at no great distance
from the spot where we are now writing, the opposing parties
were very nearly having recourse to blows, for the purpose of
settling their guasi-philosophical disputes.

For those, who at the time did not take an interest in the
question, it is almost impossible now to estimate the amount
of excitement throughout the country, or the ill-will and bad
feeling generated whenever or wherever the name of the new
science was mentioned. For a medical man to say he believed,
was tantamount to passing a sentence of exclusion upon himself
from all medical or scientific coteries, and quite sufficient to
cause the lip and nose of all those to turn up, who take their
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philosophical notions from the prevailing fashion of the day,
instead of having recourse to the only authority which can
give them the right to pronounce an opinion,—nature. But
time works wonders. Time has now calmed down the angry
passion of our medical opponents. The public opinion is now
in advance, and they consider it no longer safe to be designated
the laggers behind : accordingly they find it the best policy
to say but little in an opposing spirit. If they allude to the
subject at all, it is merely to indulge in & quiet remark, de-
pending upon the tone of the society in which they may happen
to be, and which is calculated to convey the impression that
it is a matter which has not much occupied their attention,
albeit, they have no doubt  there is something in it,” but
not to the extent claimed by its enthusiastic supporters. With
a few exceptions, in each locality this is the style of remark
indulged in, and affords a striking contrast to the period
when mesmerisers were unanimously voted fools and quacks,
and their patients impostors or miserable imbeciles! At the
present time there is not a town in the United Kingdom,
which does not furnish a medical man who has experimented
for himself, and who is prepared to give an opinion in a posi-
tive manner, supported by facts of his own collection, and by
views the result of sincere conviction. Six years have pro-
duced this great change in the medical world; and after
another period of six years, we shall see mesmerism regularly
used by the medical profession as a means of cure in many
diseases which now baffle the resources of their art.

In 1843, the literary journals burked the subject. Now,
most of them have referred to it, and in a manner calculated
to excite attention and calm investigation, rather than the
reverse. In 1843, the medical journals referred to it only to
jeer at and to insult all who were investigating it. Now,
the leading medical journal in our own country calls upon
the profession to investigate the matter thoroughly, and to
apply its influence for the purpose of producing insensibility.
And the leading journal in one of our colonies says, in the
last number, “ We have no objection to the use of chloroform
in extreme cases, when lifc czd death are in the sceles, and
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by personal experience, the result of prolonged and sincere
investigation.

April 1st, 1839, Dr. Forbes writes, “If we can quicken
its (mesmerism) decline, where it now reigns in the hearts of
nervous proselytes and dreaming physicians, or can assist in
forming a barrier against a probable revisitation of it, we
shall not think the otherwise more than due attention we
have given to the wild productions which treat of it entirely
thrown away.”

April 1st, 1843, Dr. Johnson writes, ‘“The mesmero-
mania has nearly dwindled in the metropolis into anile fatuity ;
but lingers in some of the provinces with the gobe-mouches
and chaw-bacons, who, after gulping down a pound of fat
pork, would, with well-greased gullets, swallow such a lot of
mesmeric mummery as would choke an aligator or a boa-
constrictor.”

Oct. 29th, 1842, Mr. Wakley writes, “ Mesmerism is foo
gross a humbug to admit of any farther serious notice. We
regard ifs abettors as quacks and impostors. They ought to
be hooted out of professional society.—Any practitioner who
sends a patient afflicted with any disease to consult a mes-
gxeric quack, ought to be without patients for the rest of his

ays.”

These three journalists, by their persevering endeavours to
laugh the subject down, and by their dishonest determination
to oppose by sneers, vulgar witticisms, and unphilosphical
assertions, the facts which they would not take the trouble
to refute by arguments, or the advance of counter-facts, knew
that they were pandering to the taste of the many; who, on
most occasions, manifest a predisposition to listen to such bad
advisers, and too frequently to rank themselves with those
who laugh and dogmatically assert, rather than with those
who think and reason. So bad is the education of the ma-
jority of individuals, whether professional or otherwise, that
for a time such dishonest efforts are almost always successful.
These writers, while supplying their readers with intellectual
aliment, appeal to their depraved tastes and feelings, rather
than to their reason; and thus, instead of endeavouring to
lead them to a more exalted idea of their duty, they reduce
them by degrees to their own level, and prevent them from
attaining that position in the discussion and settlement of a
disputed topic, which probably their unaided efforts might
have enabled them to reach. If they do not write the articles
themselves, they issue the order which causes these to be
written, and unfortunately they find ready-made literary tools
in the review-market ; who, for a fee, will take either side,
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and write as they are bidden.* The course which the British
and Foreign Medical Review, under its first editor, pursued,
on the subject of mesmerism, is very characteristic, and ex-
emplifies this remark in a way, so far as medical literature is
concerned, much to be deplored.

Is it not lamentable and disheartening when we are en-
deavouring to obtain information on a philosophical subject,
and for this purpose consult a presumed authority, to find
this authority led by the prevailing opinions of the day, and
instead of directing us into the right path, and indicating the
true course which we should follow—instead of proving a
faithful adviser and an intelligent companion—to appear at
every turn as the partizan, one who is not engaged in dis-
cussing the only plans to be pursued for the ascertainment of
truth, but who is pressing into a prominent position every
fact and every argument calculated to support and confirm
a conclusion, predetermined by his interest, his prejudices,
or his position in society? The man who acts thus, is using
his efforts to enthral his neighbour—he lowers his intellectual
standard, and, by the act, debases himself. By suppressing
or perverting facts he prevents healthy thought; and thus,
in his position, commits a great crime. “ Is not thought the
right and duty of all? Is not truth alike precious to all?
Is not truth the natural aliment of the mind, as plainly as
the wholesome grain is of the body? Is not the mind adapted
to thought as plainly as the eye to light, the ear to sound?
‘Who dares to withhold it from its natural action, its natural
element and joy? Undoubtedly some .men are more gifted
than others, and are marked out for more studious lives.
But the work of such men is not to do others’ thinking for them,
but to help them to think more vigorously and effectually. Great
minds are to make others great. Their superiority is to be
used not to break the multitude to intellectual vassalage, not
to establish over them a spiritual tyranny, but to rouse them
from lethargy, and to aid them to judge for themselves. The
light and life which spring up in one soul are to be spread
far and wide. Of all treasons against humanity, there is no
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one worse than his, who employs great intellectual force to
keep down the intellect of his less-favoured brother.”’*

But the effect produced by these writings was not con-
fined to a few individuals—it influenced scientific bodies.
The learned and chartered societies adopted a course of pro-
cedure by no means dignified ; and, whenever the subject of
mesmerism was mentioned by one of their members, the
others considered themselves justified in rushing upon the
intruder, and by their sneers and the senseless hubbub which
they created, they endeavoured to check the progress of truth,
and to paralyze the efforts of those who were too candid to
be guided by the majority, and too honest to be swerved from
their intention by the clamour of party-cry, or the recorded
opinions of the great men who surrounded them. The pro-
gress of truth and the steady advance of science sooner or
later brings a day of retribution for all those who thus con-
duct themselves. How little did they, who designated the
man an impostor when he declared that he felt no pain while
his leg was being amputated under the influence of mesmerism,
imagine that they were daily using a fluid, and that a few
months would place in their possession several other fluids,
which in the majority of cases would produce the very insen-
sibility they had just declared could not exist! Who could
suppose that the men who were loudest in their denuncia-
tions as to the impropriety of operating in a state of insen-
sibility, #f it could be produced, were to be the men who
should first use the new fluids; and thus practically prove
the possibility, and in the majority of cases, the harmlessness;
of the process, and in these circumstances the necessity, in
most cases, of having recourse to it! Men who are guided
by their passions and not by their reason must be continually
placed in this predicament; but, since the course pursued by
them is the course pursued by the many who surround them,
they care not for an occasional rebuke, but continue their
evil and mischievous proceedings without shame and without
remorse. Like the drunkard and debauchee, who forget in
the pleasures of the moment the penalty which is sure to
overtake them at a future period, they rush on in their un-
principled career, because they are supported by the coun-
tenance and the approving smiles of the unthinking; and
thus disregard altogether the verdict which posterity will re-
turn when their acts become the subject of reflection, and, as
regards the progress of science, a matter for calm judgment.

In one of our late numbers, are reproduced the shameful and

* Dr. Channing.
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disgusting language used by Dr. Hawkins in the hall of the
College of Physicians,—language uttered in the presence of the
leading medical celebrities of the day, and which was not only
listened to without a rebuke, but apparently gave an amount
of satisfaction just in proportion to its falseness and injustice.
How reckless the man who could thus pollute what should be
the hall of science and abode of truth, with the language of
mendacity and the twaddle of a partizan! How conscien-
tious the man who could thus pervert the accumulated facts
of the last few years, and, instead of recognizing their physio-
logical and practical importance, attribute motives and actions
to the men who discovered them, more in accordance with
the uncivilized proceedings of the inhabitants of the islands in
the Pacific Ocean, or the semi-bestial instincts of the savage
New Hollander! Physiological facts which stagger the thought-
ful, and are evidently paving the way for the solution of the
greatest problem in this world of wonders,—man, and the
cause of his actions,—were treated as of no importance by
an individual whose whole life ought to be devoted to the
accumulation of natural facts and the practical application
of them to the alleviation and cure of disease. Yes, in Zhe
very hall which contains the anatomical preparations made by
the immortal Harvey, the cunning of whose hand was sneered
at, and the thoughts emanating from whose brain was consi-
dered by the men of Ais day as of no value, did a physician
in the year of grace 1848 stand up and make manifest how
little he was influenced by the moral which is deduced from
the life of the man whose career he was that day requested
to improve. Are the proceedings of the day of anniversary,
which is celebrated by the delivery of an oration, degenerated
into a mere form, and was the last orator permitted to make
his remarks without censure, for the purpose of shewing how
little influence the life and actions of one of nature’s aristo-
cracy may have on a man who was especially selected to con-
template them and to give to his brethren the result of his
reflections ? N

Harvey! Why is he considered great? Why is the 25th
of June celebrated by the Physicians of London? Why do
they treasure up in glass cases the work of his hands? Be-
cause he did that which other men could not do, and thus
stood forth from amongst the herd, ¢he man of his day. Be-
cause by thoughtfully interrogating nature, he obtained pos-
session of a great truth—manfully took his stand thereon,
and, in the face of an opposing world, was true to his purpose,
true to science, and true to humanity. Because his life, view
it in whatever aspect you will, is a model which may be
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elevated as a beacon to guide all who wish to be great and
ood.

¢ It is for these reasons his career is celebrated by an annual
oration, and yet the very men who go through this form
persecute and treat with contumely the individuals who are
adopting a precisely similar course, albeit it may be at an
immeasurable distance, and, by interrogating nature, are de-
veloping the most extraordinary and important phenomena,
and obtaining the most astounding results. If we had not
watched the progress of events in the medical world during
the last few years, we should express more surprize that
Dr. Hawkins was permitted to read, even in a dead language,
the outpourings of his prurient imagination, or that the assem-
bled great men did not repudiate the language he used—his
abominable thoughts and beastly insinuations. In 1802,
Mesmer wrote to the College of Physicians, and said, “ Gen-
tlemen, T place it (the cause of mesmerism) to-day in your
hands, because I feel assured that the spirit of justice whick
influences your actions, will secure it from that party-spirit
which has so outraged it upon the Continent, and which you
are destined to avenge.” In 1846, the concluding sentence
of Dr. Elliotson’s Harveian oration was, “ In the name, there-
fore, of the love of truth; in the name of the dignity of our
profession ; in the name of the good of all mankind, Iimplore
you carefully to investigate this important subject.”

In the interval between these two appeals the physicians
of London did nothing, and the practical answer to the last
appeal was rendered two years after by Dr. Hawkins, who
delivered himself of thoughts in language more like the rav-
ings of a madman, than the convictions of a philosopher,—
and in another sense, more analogous to what we may suppose
to be used by the residents in a low brothel, than that which
should reverberate in the hall of science, the presumed abode
of medical philosophy.

But let usleave the actions of individuals, and contemplate
the progress of our science. It is in every way cheering.
We observe, on all sides, the number of those who are con-
vinced of its importance, increase. In every country,—in the
old world and in the new world,—in our own island and in
our colonies, there are reports published of diseases cured
and of operations performed during mesmeric insensibility.
As our own pages abundantly prove, all the returns are in
favour of the production of insensibility by means of mes-
merism, and against the induction of the state by means of
ether, chloroform, &c. In no one instance has a fatal result
ensued from the use of mesmerism : in how many cases have
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ether and chloroform produced instantaneous death, or in-
duced symptoms which have not disappeared for days, weeks,
and even months? The natural conclusion is this,—in any
case of surgical operation, mesmerism should first be tried;
if that fails, or the time permitted is not sufficient to induce
the required state, then the propriety of using the other
methods may be taken into consideration. Our readers are
acquainted with the astounding results obtained by Dr. Es-
daile, at Calcutta. As yet none of his gigantic operations have
been reported in the English surgical periodicals! What a re-
flection on the age! What a disgrace to the editors who are
. morally bound to present to their readers all new facts and
new doctrines. But we shall return to this subject.

L. E. G. E.

II. Conclusion of Mr. Parsons’s case of Cataleptic Insanity
treated mesmerically.

Royal Marine Library, Brighton,
March 3rd, 1849.
To Dr. Elliotson.

Dear Sir,—My last note concerning the case of Frank
Walker, and published at p. 380 of the last number of The
Zoist, was dated December the 18th; but many interesting
circumstances occurred before that date. I will therefore
state them as briefly as I can from the day of his return from
the country, on the 20th of October.

On his arrival at home he had a long fit, perbaps produced
by the fatigue of sitting three hours and a half in an uneasy van.
I visited him the next day, and found him in a mesmeric
condition. He had been in a similar condition at one part of
the room with his head against the wall for three quarters of
an hour. I mesmerised him: and he thus described his state.

His head was very dark again over the old spot (Self-
esteem) ; the frontal and superior parts (Veneration and
Benevolence) were also rather dark : the sides (Ideality) were
quite well : his stomach and liver were both a little out of
order. But the mesmerism would put it all to rights. He
predicted two fits ; one at five minutes past 7, and another
in the morning a little after 8.

He had been free from fits since I visited him in the
country. - But latterly he was subject to this,—If he ever
stooped down incautiously, so as to bring his head low, a
cataleptic state would come on, for a time. He was also
occasionally flighty and confused; which circumstance was
misinterpreted by his relatives, and their conduct to him
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irritated and distressed him. He had thus been gradually
getting worse during the last fortnight till his return.

Oct. 22. He had the fits at the time predicted. I mes-
merised him twenty-five minutes. He predicts one fit at 6
this evening, another at 10. His mother told me that he
complained last night of a choaking in his throat whenever
he swallowed, and that on one side his jaw ached and the
gums also. I was suffering at that time from sore throat and
inflamed gums, with an aching tooth. I asked him to look
at me, and find out if anything was the matter with me. His
reply was, “The stomach looks dark and the bottom of the
face.”” “ Put your hand on the part,” said I, and he placed
it exactly on the spot where I felt the pain.

Oct. 23. His fits were this day attended by much delirium,
and his mother is much alarmed about him. He says, that he
is getting better: but that it will be always better, when he
falls in his fits, to let him alone, than to touch him as she
had done. ’

When mesmerising him to-day, I tried the method acci-
dentally discovered by M. Petetin, and successfully applied
to his patient (see Rapports de M. Foissac, p. 309) : namely,
I placed one hand on his head and the other on his epigastrium.
I asked him if this produced any peculiar effect.

A. Tt causes a cloud to rise out of the dark spot on my
head, and takes the darkness away faster.

I now removed the hand from the stomach, and asked
him if any change took place.

A. It does not go away so fast now.

Before doing this, I asked him which method was the
most efficacious to remove the darkness—mesmerising down-
wards over the spot, or making tractions from it. He said,
“ the latter.”

Oct. 24th. I was sent for to him at 11 o’clock, as he was
very ill indeed. I found him tetanic and convulsed. His
mother said, that, since 3 o’clock yesterday, he has been “ full
of fits,”’ and drawn and twisted in a most extraordinary man-
ner. He had rested with his head and feet on the floor: his
body forming an arch above, so that she could have crawled
under him, (opisthotonos,) and he had knocked his head and
limbs against the bricks of the floor very violently.

‘When mesmerised, he said, “ He was not so well, but that
these were spasmodic fits which would be removed in a few
days; the faster they came the better, they would be over
the sooner,—his head was too full of blood.” This he had
stated a day or two ago also. I mesmerised him again in the
same way as yesterday, with both hands: and he said that it
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drew the blood from his head downwards faster than the ordi-
nary passes which I had at first tried. I mesmerised some
water for him to drink when I was away.

Oct. 25th. I found him much better, and mesmerised him
half an hour. His fits will come on at 1 o’clock and last
nearly all day. I again mesmerised some water for him.

Oct. 26th & 27th. Going on well. His sight, however, is
affected by the fits, so that he is at times almost blind. I
again asked him how it was he told the time of day by the
sun and a glass of water (as I have elsewhere recorded).* He
replied, * That was only nonsense sir, I did not tell it by tkat,
and yet I did tell it somehow : when I wanted to know it, it
came into my mind.”’

28th, 29th & 30th. Going on well : but still his fits are
very frequent—and he complains much of a pain in his gums.
I myself have been suffering so much from tooth-ache that
I scarcely slept all last night.

Oct. 81st—Nov. 1st. I did not visit him these two days,
being in such a state of inflammation that I could not leave
the house. After applying leeches, in vain, I had the molar
tooth extracted at 10 o’clock at night; and an hour after-
wards Mrs. Walker sent a messenger to me to say that Frank
was so violent that they could do nothing with him. As I
was now free from pain, I mesmerised a jug of water, and,
wrapping it about with a shawl cravat which I had worn all
day, I strictly charged her to carry it so as not to touch the
vessel with her hands, not to look at it, nor to stop to speak
with any one on the way. I then made a mental effort to
mesmerise the boy during the interval that must elapse before
she would arrive.

Nov. 2nd. The method succeeded perfectly. When she
arrived he was quite still—he eagerly drank some of the
water—and, twisting the shawl round his body, became calm
and remained so all night.

Nov. 6th. Going on better. His attacks, which he con-
tinues regularly to predict, come on later and later each day;
he says that he shall be soon rid of them.

Nov. 7th. To-day he announced that his fits will cease on
Friday, November 10th.

Nov. 8th. Mesmerised as usual. His eye-sight has so failed
him, that I have got him a pair of spectacles. He says he
shall not get rid of this ailment when he is otherwise well.
He was always near-sighted. -

Nov. 9th. Adheres to his prediction that he shall lose his
fits to-morrow. 1 now regularly mesmerise water for him

* No. XXIV. p. 374.
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before I leave. He says, it calms him; but, if any person
touches the jug, the water is spoiled and he cannot drink it :
it even becomes unpleasant and worse than ordinary water to
him. His brother the other day removed the jug from one
table to another, and, although Frank was not in the room
when this was done, no sooner had he touched the jug than
he cried out, ‘“Somebody has spoiled my water,” and he
threw it away.

The nature of his fits is much the same as his previous
maniacal state: but in the intervals he is perfectly sane, and
becomes more like himself, his mother says, every day.

Saturday, Nov. 11th. The event has confirmed his pre-
diction : he has had no fits since Friday morning.

Tuesday, Nov. 14th. He still continues free from fits—
but he fainted once yesterday; this he says was only from
weakness, and is of no consequence.

Nov. 16th, 17th, 18th. During these days, matters have
gone on tolerably with a trifling exception, owing to the dis-
turbance occasioned by the visit of his old medical attendant,
Mr. Wilton, with a gentleman who seemed to exercise an
injurious influence on him when he approached him and
placed his hand on his heart to feel the state of the pulsation.
This brought on a fainting.

I had for a minute each day tried his power of reading
what was placed on the epigastrium. He read the word
“Holloway” on a letter—and ““ William Henry” on my card :
and a ticket which I drew from my pocket he stated correctly—
to be a ticket for admission to the mesmeric lecture, although
it was perfectly concealed by my hands, and he could not
possibly have seen one of the tickets beforehand. Yet his
explanation was curious. He told it by ke flame on it: he
could not see the words.

On this day (Saturday) his mother was a good deal put
out. Frank had a delirious fit last night, which lasted two
hours. She will have it, that the trials to make him read
have hurt him. He says no, it was the gentleman touching
him ; but, lest both may have had a share in it, I determined
to discontinue such trials in his case.

A day or two ago, I asked him to find out some method
by which he could prevent that extreme susceptibility to my
presence, as I wished sometimes to see him as other people
saw him: and to-day he announced to me, that he thought
copper worn by him would have this effect.

Nov. 19th. He had another bad fit at 10.

Nov. 20th. I told him yesterday to keep two pennies in
his waistcoat pockets till I came : and to-day, when I entered
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the room, he arose, quite awake, advanced to me and took
my hand, saying “ Good morning, sir; how do you do?

This was the first time I had ever seen him in his waking,
sane state ; and consequently the first time he had seen me.
I asked him this question, and he replied “ No, sir, I have
never seen you before that T remember.”

I asked him a few questions about himself, and then
desired him to remove the pennies. He took one out well
enough, but was long in getting out the other: and, as soon
as it was out of his pocket, he was asleep, and both pence
rolled from his hand on the floor. He was then attracted
towards me in the usual manner. After I had mesmerised
him and the water, he observed :—‘ The water will not have
any effect on me, sir, if I wear the copper.”

“You can take it out then except at such times as others
are near you or you wish to render yourself less susceptible.
Can you not ?”

“Yes, sir, I think that will do: but you must not touch
the pennies, or they will lose their power.” I Aad done so in
lifting them from the floor and placing them on the table. I
now, therefore, blew strongly on them. I now desired him
to remark how the water became mesmerised. He thus des-
cribed it :—*¢ A fluid comes from your fingers and goes to the
bottom of the water: it then comes up again like:a smoke,
till the whole water seems filled with the smoke.”

I then asked, “ Does it come at times faster and at other
times slower,” and I made pauses of the will to check and
renew the flow at intervals; but he did not observe any dif-
ference in the rapidity with which it emanated.

Nov. 21st. I found him in his normal condition : but, as
soon as I removed the pennies from his waistcoat pockets, he
relapsed into the mesmerised state. He says, that his mes-
merised water yesterday was spoiled by himself touching it,
while he had the pennies on him; that, then, he is like any
other person, and it will be necessary to remove the water
up stairs to be out of danger, so that he may not inadvertently
spoil it : he will soon be able to do without the copper.

Nov. 23rd. As my time was not very regular, and as he
wore the pennies sometimes an hour before I arrived, I find
that an antagonistic influence is exerted by the copper, so
that the mesmerism is neutralized. The consequence has been
a flightiness of manner and a confusion of thought during the
lucid periods. I therefore ordered him to discontinue its use.
It was well to know a means by which he could be kept in
the waking condition, if necessary: but it was not safe to
make a daily use of it.
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His mesmerised water he much prizes, and prefers it to
his tea, which he never takes when he has the water; and, if
any accident spoils it, he much misses it. On this account
I found him poorly.

Nov. 25th. For the last few days he has had a fainting
at about 4 o’clock in the morning and occasionally at night.
He says they are only debility, and that they diminish daily
in intensity, and that the last two days have differed from
previous days in as far as he has retained consciousness
throughout, whereas he lost it entirely in the earlier fits.
He made use of a droll figure to explain them. ¢ They are
the carcases of the fits, sir; they are all going away.”

Nov. 28th. He was not so well last night, and had a bad
fit, and another just before my arrival this morning. He
wants fresh air, which he cannot take while he is mesmerised ;
he sees in the nerves of the epigastrium a whiteness not pro-
per or healthy. This was in part altered by directing the
points of my fingers towards it. His heart is enlarged, but
it has always been so. His mother states, that in these last
fits his heart does not palpitate at all; in the former fits it
beat violently.

29th. Still very poorly: directed mesmerism to the epi-
gastrium particularly, as that was most in fault. After ten
minutes’ general slow passes: then said he was full.: If his
mother touches him when in the fits, he is instantly disturbed,
so that she finds it better to leave him alone when he falls,
till he comes to of himself, as he does with a deep sigh, and
then he starts up wildly.

Dec. 1st. Rather better: but another fit last night.

Dec. 2nd. Very ill, at half-past 9, and he had very alarm-
ing fits till nearly 12 last night: his mother says, she never
saw him worse. He cannot tell me whence this is. “The
epigastrium looks better but is far from right.”

Dec. 3rd. He was very ill, and I much alarmed at his
state: his fit yesterday was quite maniacal and tetanic.

" Dec. 4th. I learned to-day a fresh thing. His mother
tells me that he has been taken ill just before Christmas every
year, for the last four years: and that the cause in the first
instance, she suspects, was a fright.

Dec. 5th. He had no fit last night.

Dec. 7th. He had one on the 6th, and thinks they will
probably now intermit. He had a very bad delirious fit again
last night, which was of long duration.

Dec. 8th. Again & very violent fit, and his head is hot
to-day: he looks very ill. He cannot see any thing con-
cerning himself, nor suggest anything to do him good ; but
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still says, that if mesmerism does not cure him nothing else
can. I mesmerised the head locally, where I felt the heat.
He says it looks red at that place.

Dec. 11th. He has been very ill to this day, but now is a
shade better, and had no fit last night : and he says, he shall
have none to-night.

Dec. 12th. Much better. He will not be so susceptible
the day after to-morrow.

Dec. 18th. Still going well. When I came in to-day, he
remained awake till I went close to him : he says he shall be
able to speak to me to-morrow before he goes to sleep. His
head and epigastrium are well in appearance, and his dimin-
ished susceptibility is a sign of recovery. No fit yesterday.

14th. He remained awake till I took his hand.

15th. He went out for a walk for the first time.

18th. All well, except a little excitement from some
visitors which gave him the head-ache : this was soon removed
by the mesmerism. He now regularly takes a walk once or
twice in the day, and improves fast.

‘Dec. 26th. To-day the water was discontinued as it has
lost its influence. He announces that after next week he will be
well enough to do without the mesmerism on alternate days.

Jan. 4th. As the boy was now much better, and in his
general manner more particularly evidenced recovery from
his illness, he began to feel anxious to be profitably employed ;
and, as a situation in a very respectable bookselling and sta-
tionery business was about to become vacant, he was anxious
to secure it, since the young man about to leave it was an ac-
quaintance and had assured him he was fully equal to perform
all the duties of the situation. I thought the boy was not
yet strong enough or well enough for it; but as, if he were,
it was a very desirable employment for him, I seconded the
mother’s request, and so earnestly recommended Frank to
the head of the establishment that I believe he was thereby
induced to try him. I asked Frank if he thought himself
capable of undertaking the employment, and he replied that
after next week he would be, and then if he were to be mes-
merised every Sunday for a few weeks it would remove what
little excitement the novel fatigne of the employment might
produce.

I was myself very sceptical of this, and had determined
in my own mind to mesmerise him every evening after the
business of the day, as I feared the anxious wish of the boy
had obscured his lucidity on this point. Yesterday, therefore,
with a view of ascertaining if he could as yet do without a
day’s mesmerism, I did not visit him, to test the effects before
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I tried the alternate day system on the following week at his
suggestion. It is true that in doing so I was departing from
the strict instructions of the somnambule, but I was rather
glad I had done so from the evidence it afforded of the value
and importance to the boy of the five minutes’ mesmerism I
gave him each day. I was sent for in the evening, as the
boy hed been taken ill at 8 o’clock. I found him in a faint-
ing fit, and to my surprise he did not manifest any suscep-
tibility to my approach ; his hands being quite relaxed, and
when I lifted them they fell powerless. I began to mesmerise
him by laying my hand on his head ; but no cataleptic state
appeared for some seconds. I had great difficulty to make
him speak, but, when he did, he said there was no harm done,
only that he had missed the mesmerism, as I ought not to .
have omitted a day till Monday next. During the last relapse
his eyesight has been very dim, so as to prevent him from em-
ploying himself, but it is now nearly restored. He was re-
gularly mesmerised till Tuesday, Jan. 9, when he refused it
after I had put him to sleep to ask hlm, as he did not
require it.

‘Wednesday. Mesmerised for five minutes, and not to be
mesmerised till Friday, on which day I had ordered him to
meet me at the house of a lady, also a patient, who wished
very much to see the lad. He preceded me there by a very
few minutes, and was mesmerised seven minutes as he di-
rected. As he could not wake while I was in the room, I
left him. My friend reports that he awoke in about five
minutes after I left, and, after giving him a little time to
recover from his confusion, they spoke very sparingly to him,
gave him a glass of wine, and he went away.

I went again to him on Sunday, which was to be the last
day, as he was to go into his new situation on Monday, when
his mother with some temper in her manner told me he was
gone out to dine. She said he had come home very flighty
on Friday (this was the wine), and that it hurt the boy to
have so many questions asked him.

I was a good deal nettled at this impertinent pride in the
woman, after devoting myself to her son as I had for so many
months, and I answered her sharply, as I did not feel dis-
posed to put up with her airs. She retorted very saucily,
and told me that Frank would do very well without the mes-
merism till next week : ke thought so, and so did ske. “And
I think otherwise,” I replied, “ but as you have chosen to
send him away when it was so important that nothing wrong
should occur, you must take the consequence.’

Monday, Jan. 16th. At 6 o’clock this evening I was sent
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for (I had an uneasy impression all day about him): he was
taken very ill and was in a fit. I went to him at 7, and
found his jaw firmly locked, and his whole body rigid; but,
to my surprize, there was no sign of mesmeric attraction.
I then pointed to the poor boy, and said angrily to the abom-
inably stupid woman—his mother, “ Now I suppose you’ll
-admit I know more of the boy than he or you. This is only
what I expected from your obstinate folly.” Instead of ad-
mitting this, however, she charged me with having caused it
by sending him to see those ladies on Friday, and was alto-
gether so insolent that I left the house, as I found I was not
in a fit temper to mesmerise him. I tried for a few minutes,
but I could not release his jaws, nor succeed in affecting him
mesmerically. He looked at times quite idiotic, his eyes
squinting extremely ; suddenly he started, and laughed mania-
cally. It appeared that, at the very threshold of success, I
had suddenly lost all control over him, and must leave him
in the same state as I found him. I was depressed exceed-
ingly,—utterly disgusted with the mother, who dotes on the
boy, but who has been the greatest obstacle to his recovery ;
and I went home grieved and disheartened to the last degree.
So much were my spirits prostrated and my nerves shaken by
the disappointment, that I was unhappy and superstitious;
a horror of darkness possessed me that would not yield to
reasoning or prayers, and I never in my life received such a
shock of disappointment. All night I was disturbed, waking
the greater part and restless sleep the remainder; and, although
the daylight, which I had for an hour observed to dawn from
darkness, in some measure released me, I was not free from
the vague and horrible oppression even when up and dressed.

I had to see another patient earlier in the day, and at one
o’clock I went anxiously to Frank, trembling inwardly at
what I might find.

The mother was broken hearted, pointing the way up
stairs and saying, “ Go and see for yourself, / can’t bear it,”
in a way which said, “ Go and see what you have done.”

I must say this revived me. Indignation at the prepos-
terous position she placed me in by her folly rebraced my
nerves. I almost expected to find him dead.

He was in bed up stairs, with his head thrust under the
clothes. He had remained nearly in that state since I left
him. Once he had roused and spoken seusibly ; during which
interval they learnt from him, that he had fallen down twice
in his way home, that his sight had quite failed, and he
became stone blind before he reached his mother’s door, he
then relapsed and had continued the same as I found him.

VOL. VII. c
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I now approached him, and made a pass over his arm; I
lifted it, and it remained up, quite cataleptic; I tried traetion,
but could produce no effect. I then mesmerised his head a
few minutes and fancied that the countenance improved. I
lifted him and laid him straight on the bed, and, after mes-
merising him carefully for ten minutes, the attraction slowly
developed itself and became strong.

I now demesmerised his mouth and spoke to him, but he
made no effort to reply, and did not appear to notice my
questions. I now put my mouth down to the epigastrium
and questioned him, and his countenance instantly shewed
that he heard me, and he tried to answer me; but his lips
were too rigid. After dispelling this state by blowing on
them, I obtained this account—* He was very poorly, and it
was occasioned by the excitement of Sunday, by dining out,
and the conversation which ensued, and by the work of the
shop, all coming on him at once: he had missed the mes-
merism on Sunday which ought not to have been omitted.
His visit on Friday had nothing whatever to do with it,—that
rather pleased him and did him good. He must be mes-
merised for an hour : he would sleep half an hour before he
awoke, but I must demesmerise him by a few passes over the
epigastrium before I left him, or he would not awake till next
day. He would have a fit at 6 o’clock, but must not be mes-
merised again till to-morrow at 12. He was very lucid ; and
correctly stated several things going on down stairs.

“ The reason I could not influence him last night was,
that I was so astonished at his state that I lost all power of
will over him.”

His head he described as dark, but lower down than before ;
as near as I could make out, over the organ of Concentrative-
ness, as if the effort to apply himself to the various details of
his new employment had overtaxed him. I blew strongly on
the part for some seconds.

‘When I left him and came down stairs (three stories from
the ground floor), the mother was stating her own view of the
case to the Rev. Mr. D , who was with her. I contra-
dicted her, and she began another altercation. Immediately,
the young woman came down to say that Frank was very ill
again, and I returned up stairs. I calmed him by a few passes,
and asked him what was the matter.. “ The altercation, Sir,
—you have been talking about me; it always affects me.”
As I was leaving the room, his body was raised up in the bed
and thrown forward towards me, so as almost to draw him
out of bed. I had to make throws at him to compel him to
lie down again, so conspicuously was the attraction renewed.
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Jan. 17th. He is much better, and about as he was a
fortnight ago. His head is hotter at the sides, and he has a
great disposition to write and read as before when this part
was excited : the back of the head was much better.

Jan. 18th. He could only hear at the epigastrium. I
asked him how this was. I then tried by speaking to the
palms of his hands, but without success; but he directed me
to make three passes along the palm of that hand, and he
should then be able to hear at the face as usual. I did so,
and it was as he promised, but the fingers of that hand became
quite rigid and remained so for some minutes.

Once a change came over him, and he fell back and could
only hear again at the epigastrium.

Jan. 19th. Still improving. He can hear to-day in the
usual way.

Jan. 20th. He has been very ill in the night. I mesmer-
ised him ten minutes. Helooks very ill and has been in con-
tinual fits almost since I left him yesterday. I was sent for
again at 9 o’clock at night and found him in a fearful state,
looking more like a demon than a human being,—his eyes
glared, he champed his teeth, and made most hideous grimaces,
winking his eyes alternately with great rapidity, then squint-
ing intensely, casting his head and limbs about, and arching
his body from the chair.

I attempted to mesmerise him, but failed to make any
impression on him. I therefore sat by him coolly to wait my
time, and in about half an hour, after my renewing the attempt
from time to time as the violence of the fit abated, he suddenly
manifested attraction and became somnambulic, his counte-
nance wearing the calm serenity common to it in that state.

He could only hear at the pit of the stomach and directed me
to give him half an hour’s mesmerism. His heart was very
bad, but when I directed him to look at it he said, I cannot
seeit, Sir.”” During the mesmerism, he twice almost lost the
power of answering, and I believe the fits were contending
with the mesmerism and almost overpowering it; but all at
once he resumed his usual manner and position, and said,
“I am better now, Sir, it’s gone off.”

Sunday, Jan. 21st. Looks better, but has been in fits all
night till eight, but not so violent as yesterday. His heart is
much better; his head in front is also better, which was very
bad on Saturday.

Jan. 22nd. He looks much better, but he has been ill all
night till 8 this morning.

23rd. Rather better.

24th. I found him looking very ill and could not get any

c?



20 Conclusion of Mr. Parsons’s case of

answer from him for some time. Dr. K—— and Mr. H
had been to see him, and he was conscious of what they said,
which appeared to be to disparage what had been done for the
boy,—the former saying that he ought to have been left alone
after he came back from the country. I mesmerised him,
and during the time the mother began one of her annoying
altercations with me, which threw the boy out of my control.
She will persist that all this mischief is the consequence of
Mr. Maitland coming to see him with me and my trial to make
him read a card two different times: the boy himself says
that it did not hurt him at all. His mother says he speaks
quite different about it when he is awake: I answered, “the
boy knows nothing about it when he is awake.”

On questioning the hoy as soon as I could succeed in
restoring him to a condition to reply, he said that his mother
took what he said in his raving* for truth, and that she
wanted him to go mad by her way of going on. After vainly
endeavouring to reason with her, I left the boy much dis-
turbed.

Jan. 25th. He had a bleedingt from the nose yesterday
which has greatly relieved him, and to-day he is much better :
he has been without a fit to-day.

26th. Much better; his nose has bled again, but he has
had no fits ; he announces that he shall be well on Monday.

27th. No fits—a slight faintness, but no loss of conscious-
ness: he looks much better. I now regularly mesmerise him
only ten minutes each day.

28th. Still better—only five minutes directed.

29th. He says he is quite well—only four minutes.

30th. His heart was bad a little at two in the morning.

« 3lst. All well.

Feb. 1st. Not so well—another attack of the heart. He
now says he shall not require to be mesmerised any more
after Monday, but that he will not be able yet to do anything,

* When Frank was taken ill as he came home from the shop on Monday
evening, his mother, while he was in a maniacal state, said she thought some
bad boys must have waylaid and hooted him on the road, (as had been the case
once before when he was out of doors for a walk, they believing him to be mad.)
Frank thereupon started up in his chair, ground his teeth, and said aloud,
¢“ Devils '’ 1 have no doubt that this was suggested to his insane mind by what
the mother said: it was unconsciously apprehended and applied, but it turned
out that nothing of the kind had happened to him on this occasion. I have also
no doubt that what the mother was continually saying in his presence (that my
trials of his clairvoyance and the ladies questioning him had hurt him) during his
mad fits suggested the theme of his ravings, which took the direction of her own
observations ; this was received by her as strong and incontestible confirmations
of her views, for she continually cited such instances.

+ It will be remembered that a few days ago he said that his head was too
full of blood.
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and will get gradually better. It is surprising to observe the
rapid improvement in the countenance which the mesmerism
produces. I find him pale and haggard, and after five
minute’s mesmerism I leave him with a good healthy colour
and his lips full and rosy.

Feb. 2nd and 3rd. Going on well.

Sunday 4th. Mesmerised him for the last time for five
minutes ; he will not require to be mesmerised again, but it
will be better that he should be put to sleep and questioned
as to his fitness before he again undertakes any employment.

March 7th. The mother promised to let me know if the boy
was ill; but as I heard nothing from her I sent to ask
about him. The message returned was not intelligible. I
therefore wrote a note to the boy, requesting a reply during
the following day informing me how he had been during the
interval, and how he was now. As I got no reply, I sent
again, and ascertained the following important particulars :—

The boy had gone on very well till the day I sent this
note with the exception of trifling symptoms of liver or bowel
inactivity, for which the mother had sent for a powder to
Mr. Wilton, as she had determined she would not send again
to me; and that the boy might not hold any communication
with me she had thrown my note into the fire, and concealed
from her son that I had written to him. But she was not so
to escape the punishment of her ungrateful conduct, for the
fact came to his knowledge thus. My errand boy met Frank’s
brother in the street and told him that he had taken his
brother a letter, and when the boy went home to his dinner
he spoke of it to Frank, who jmmediately started up and
asked for it; this completely disconcerted his mother, and
she refused to let him have it, and, it may be, made some dis-
paraging remark about me. The hoy was extremely excited,
accused her of behaving ungratefully, and got into a furious
rage which ended in a complete fit of mania and catalepsy.
She then sent for Mr. Wilton and put the boy into his hands,
saying that she would not have him mesmerised any more.
Thus by her own misconduct she brought back the boy’s dis-
order after all the trouble and anxiety it had cost me to
remove it. The true explanation of this conduct is, that I
told her plainly that her conduct was infamous and ungrateful
when she was s0 insolent to me on the occasion of the boy’s
last relapse, and she has never forgiven me. The last fortnight
of my attendance was exceedingly unpleasant to me, as I had
to submit almost daily to sulkiness or insolence from her,
which never failed to throw the boy into a disturbed state,
and thus hindered the full benefit of my visits. She also spoke
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il of me to the boy in my absence, but was compe
forego that luxury from the dreadful effect it hadpogﬁldintuo
She afterwards confessed that “anything spoken against me
was like daggers to the boy ;” this she could only have dis-
covered by making such observations. Throughout the treat.
ment 1 had great difficulties to contend with altogether apart
from the arduous nature of the case itself.

The boy is a poor boy, and has become the object of in-
terest to many charitable persons, who have kindly assisted
the mother by gifts of food or money, and have, perhaps
with the best of motives, as unkindly done all they could to
prejudice her mind against mesmerism. This dropping water
continually fretted her weak mind, and kept her in a vaci-
lating state, so that if the boy was going on well she was
very civil and pleasant, but if contrary symptoms appeared
her conduct changed, and she took sides with the opponents
of mesmerism ; so that she would make observations while I
was mesmerising him, or engage me in quieting her appre-
hensions or combating her nonsense, when my attention
should have been exclusively bestowed on the patient. These
interruptions not unfrequently became noisy altercations. I
have asked her to hold her tongue for her own boy’s sake
and finding her deaf to quiet remonstrance, I have ordered her
to be silent imperatively. This she returned with insolence
so that I was many times on the point of abandoning the
case altogether in disgust,—an idea which I always dismissed
with the reflection that it would be very cruel to make the
poor boy suffer for the mother’s folly.

None but mesmerisers who have gone through these dif.
ficulties can understand or sympathize with them. To kn0w:
that your own state of mind reacts very powerfully on your pa,
tient, and that causes are continually operating to render ygu;
mental condition disturbed and unfit, is very disheartenin

Again there are many watching the progress of the clgl}e
with & lip interest in your success, who yet let slip from time
to time enough of their real feeling that they will be anythin
but disappointed at your failure. g

Another disturbing cause from the boy’s position in societ
is, that perscns are continually visiting him, in numberlesi
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At each relapse, these suspicions became open denuncia-
tions and rebukes, and all this is operating against the mes-
meriser while he is away—leaving their crop of mischief for
him to gather at his next visit.

If this boy could have been secluded, as would have been
the case had he been the son of wealthier persons, I do not
believe he would have had a relapse from the first,—since
every relapse can, in some sort, be traced to their disturbing
causes.

I bear no malice to the poor woman, whose mind was
thus continually fretted. The fault was with those who were
poisoning her mind to the only means of cure which had any
control over his disease. But, nevertheless, such a case is
a sore trial to the “ patience in well doing” of a mesmeriser.

Have such cases as this anything to do with the sexual
feelings, as Dr. F. Hawkins so wickedly insinuates? Are
such men as he capable of the self-denial they require ? What
have we to gain if we succeed,—Fame? No; “detraction
will not suffer it.” What do we lose if we fail? An open-
mouthed pack of malignants are ready to hunt us down in the
only way they can,—by the most scurrilous, filthy, and ma-
licious language, the hateful passions of bad men can invent,

I write this more in sorrow than in anger. I counted the
costs before I entered the lists. Itis the world that suffers
from these men—not we. ‘

No man or no set of men can be ridiculed or abused out
of their convictions of a truth confirmed by their daily experi-
ence, and the practice of what they know to be good amply
rewards them ; and yet, although we know human nature has
always acted thus, it is melancholy to contemplate it when it
is in our own days and we are in direct conflict with it.

This case is very instructive, as the variety of forms it took
on offers an epitome of experience. The mesmerism never
failed to subdue the attacks, and I believe never will fail when
they return: mesmerism is essentially the treatment for this
disease. That the boy has had from time to time relapses is no
more an argument against its efficacy than the return of gout
or any qther disorder from the self-indulgence of patients is a
disproof of the value of the medical treatment that removed
such disorders. To know a specific remedy for any specific
disease is all that the physician wants. If the patient or his
friends obstruct the full efficacy of the remedy, the fault is
with them not with the remedy.

‘W. H. Parsons.
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II1. Reports of the Mesmeric Hospital, Calcutta, by JaMEs
Espaivrk, Esq., M. D., Presidency Surgeon. From The
India Register of Medical Science.”

¢ ¢ T am for tearing off every mask, for managing nothing, for extenuating
nothing, for shutting the eyes to nothing, that truth may be transparent and un-
adulterated, and may have a free course.”—LuTHER.”

‘¢ What has been seen by one pair of human eyes, is of force to countervail
all that has been reasoned or guessed at by a thousand human understandings.’—
CHALMERS.”

“ 81r,—It is now upwards of three years since your prede-
cessor* in the editorial chair denounced my first mesmeric
patients in his journal, as ‘a set of hardened and determined
impostors,’ but tempering his justice with mercy, he was
kindly pleased to admit, that I was possibly only a fool. 1
felt grateful for life on such conditions even, and as the only
source of consolation, set about biting as many people as pos-
sible with my folly, and such was the success of my rabid zeal,
that in a short time I induced Sir Herbert Maddock, the
Deputy Governor of Bengal, to order a * Mesmeric Committee’
to verify my statements, and upon their Report, he deter-
mined to give me an experimental hospital for a year.t At
the end of this time, Lord Dalhousie, the new Governor
General, was also pleased to acknowledge ¢ the success of my
experiments,” and to reward me with your predecessor’s place
of Presidency Surgeon (to what vile purposes may we come—
an antimesmeric editor to be converted into a warming pan
for a mesmerist |) as a mere act of justice, for which I had no-
thing to thank him.’} And to crown the absurdity, the public
have since subscribed for the support of a mesmeric hospital ;§
a report of whose first doings, I am about to submit to your
readers. The irrational incredulity, cold indifference, and
dogged unfair opposition I encountered, was enough to dis-
gust and embitter the mind of any one with a less acute sense
of the ludicrous; but I remembered how Galileo consoled
and revenged himself, and humbly followed his example.
¢Oh ! my dear Kepler,” he wrote, ‘ how I wish we could have
a hearty laugh together. Here, at Padua, is the principal
professor of philosophy, whom I have repeatedly and argently
requested to look at the moon and planets through my glass,
which he pertinaciously refuses to do. Why are you not here ?
‘What shouts of laughter we should have had at this glorious
folly! and to hear the philosopher of Pisa labouring before
the Grand Duke with logical arguments, as if with magical
* See Zoist, No. XIII., p. 41, and No. XV,, p. 294.

+ See No. XVI., p. 563 ; No. XVII., p. 50.—Zoist.
% No. XXIIL., p. 114.—Zoist. § No XXIV., p. 393.—Zoist.
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incantations to draw the new planets out of the sky !” Nothing
clears the mind of malign vapours like a hearty guffaw, and
having laughed at my opponents, 1 felt myself capable of in-
finite endurance. If they can forgive me, and are satisfied
with the figure they have cut, I freely exchange forgiveness
with them, and have no reason to be dissatisfied.

“ Although the most bitter and persevering opposition has
been made by members of my own profession, I am very far
from thinking my opponents even, and still less my medical
brethren generally, indifferent to human suffering and the
progress of truth and knowledge. The cause of their indif-
ference and scepticism lies in the extraordinary nature of the
subject and the artful manner in which all evidence regarding
it has been suppressed by those to whom they look up for cor-
rect information. Medical men in active practice in England
have neither the time nor power to read the host of books
published upon medicine and the collateral sciences, and the
expense of books in this country, where there is more leisure,
is 8o great that few can afford it. The profession in England
and the colonies are therefore content to keep ¢ au courant du
jour,” through the cheap and light pages of periodicals, and
necessarily receive their impressions of new subjects of interest
through the medium (too often false) of editors.

“We all know how infallible and inexorable medical edi-
tors are, from Radamanthus Wakley to Minos Finch,* your
predecessor, and that all the leading editors declared ¢ war to
the knife’ against mesmerism at the outset, and before they
knew anything about it.

“ A fraction of the evidence now available from this quar-
ter alone, would have sufficed to convince all reflecting men,
if it had been allowed free circulation by the professional part
of the press in England. For I venture to say that there
never was a more complete and unexceptional body of evidence
placed before the public on any subject of scientific enquiry.
The utmost publicity was courted from the beginning, every
case was published on the spot as it occurred, the patients and
witnesses were always named and invited to correct any error
o mis-statemeit ©.2t might have been made by me, and
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in having preferred to see and understand with my own eyes
and brain, rather than through the spectacles and understand-
ing of others, who will not condescend to use their senses and
intelleets or distrust them as being given to insnare and delude
us. Mesmerism in the search after truth ‘lay in my way and
I found it,’ and having some confidence in the reality of mat-
ter and the healthiness of my senses and understanding, I as-
sumed the privilege of a freeman to speak of the wonderful
things I had seen, heard, and believed, although they were
ignored and disbelieved by medical editors all over the world.

“ Luckily, we had no medical journals in India, (the Cal-
cutta Medical Journal having killed itself and mesmerism with
the same blow,) and the truth was therefore allowed to flow
freely over the land through the channels of the daily press,
till every person of common understanding was capable of re-
turning a reasonable verdict upon the facts from the evidence
placed before him. Many of the Indian editors having been
imposed upon by the reckless assertions and confident dogma-
tism of the professional part of the press, were at first vio-
lently opposed to the new doctrines. But their judgments
were not permanently obscured by professional bigotry and
wounded self-love, and soon perceiving that they had been
misled, they not only professed their conversion, but indig-
nantly turned upon and punished their misleaders, and now,
I believe, there is not a paper from Cape Comorin to Simlah
that does not wish mesmerism God speed! So far from a
disbelief in the reality and utility of mesmerism being now
considered a certain sign of an ‘ esprif fort,” it is looked upon
as an infallible symptom of a ramolissement de cerveau,” which
the unhappy patient has usually sense enough left to conceal
in company.

““There was, and still is, an organized system among the
medical journals for the purpose of putting down mesmerism
by persevering silence and affected contempt. By a general
understanding among the ‘ungentle craft, mesmerism is
never even alluded to, and the existence of The Zoist—a quar-
terly journal, in which mesmeric facts from all parts of the
world are recorded—is most carefully concealed from the
readers of our medical periodicals. Nulla vestigia retrorsum’
is the motto of our editors,—we never alter our opinions.’
The medical mesmerists do not ask or expect them to do so, all
they demand is ¢ a fair field and no favour,” and we invite the
united editors of the world to strike, if they only permit their
readers to hear. How long will the independent members of
a liberal profession allow themselves to be hood-winked and
nose-led by persons whose only object now is to stave off all
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knowledge of an important subject which they had ignorantly
and rashly prejudged, and who hope to escape to oblivion
before the profession and the public they have misled can be
enlightened ? How long will the lovers of truth and justice
permit themselves to be kept in the dark, and to have their
opinions dictated to them by persons whose duty it is to place
evidence and not unsupported dogmas before them? The
remedy is in your hands, gentlemen of the medical profession.
The effectual way to punish such an offence against truth and
philosophy is to withdraw your support from the journals which
persist in suppressing all evidence in favour of a subject which
18 of the deepest interest and importance to the surgeon, phy-
sician, physiologist, metaphysician, and natural philosopher.
‘Why, if it were only another example of epidemic insanity,
our mad doings in India would be well worth a passing record
as an item of medical news ; but who among the readers of
the English medical journals has heard of the reports of the
mesmeric committee and mesmeric hospital, published by
order of the Government, and of the existence of a mesmeric
hospital in Calcutta at this moment, supported by public sub-
scription? Yet such things were and are, and for the chance
of this falling into the hands of some enquiring European
readers, who will perhaps ask their favourite editors ¢ how
they never came to hear of such things?’ I will enter herea
¢ resumé of our surgical practice. The operations have been
performed in public, in five different hospitals, and the oc-
casions are very rare in which we have failed to obtain our
object most satisfactorily, and in no single instance has any
disagreeable symptom appeared before, during, or after the
operation that could be attributed to the use of mesmerism.
¢ Apparently, the indiscriminate use of ether and chloro-
form in surgery will prove anything but a blessing to Europe,
and its general use here is a positive evil to the poor Natives
who are generally independent of such violent measures.
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Amputation of one testis.............. ... 2
of scirrhoustestis. . ............ ..ottt 1

of sloughing ditto .......................... 1

Cancer of cheek removed.. .. ..................ooiiiilL 1
Cancerous tumor of eye ditto............................ 1
Cartilaginous tumors from both ears ditto.................. 2
Cataracts operated upon.................cocoivuininonn. 3
End of bone in compound fracture sawnoff................ 1
thumb cut off . .............. ... ..ol 1
Fistulas laid open.. .. ........... ... i 9
Great toe-nails cut out by theroots. . .. .................... 5
Gum cut away........ e e 1
Heels flayed................. . ..o it 3
Hydrocelesoperatedon. . ............ .. .. ... .o, 12
Hypertrophy of colis removed. ... .................... ..., 1
—————— of preeputium. . .......... ... .. oo 1
——— of scrotum of all sizes from a few lbs. to 103 lbs... 86
Lithotomy. . .......... ... . it 1
Prolapsus Ani, the size of a child’s head, reduced in the trance . 1
Seton, 12 inches long introduced ... ...................... 1
Straightened contractedknees ...................... ... ... 3
3 T 3

Suppurating pilescat off .. .. .. ...... .. ..o i 1
Tapping fordropsy ................ ... ...l 3
Tumor of large size in groin removed ...................... 1
antrum maxillare ditto......... .. 1
onlegditto.................... 1

Unhealthy sores pared down............................. 9
180

Total number of deaths.... 9

¢ A good, as well as a bad name, has sometimes its incon-
veniences. In consequence of my great success in the re-
moval of scrotal tumors, the great perennial source of surgery
in Bengal, people afflicted with this disease have flocked to
the hospital, and the absurdity has come to prevail among
the natives, that mesmerism is chiefly efficacious for such
cases. This is natural enough among the poor ignorant
people, but what shall we think of the educated Europeans
who try to perpetuate such injurious nonsense, and of the
doctors who abuse the confidence of their hearers by repre-
senting that these tumors ¢ are naturally insensible, and cutting
them off is not painful 1t is to be hoped that such persons
speak in ignorance, for all who know anything about the
matter, and have seen the operation performed in the natural
state, are aware that it is impossible to invent a more terrible
torture than the dissecting out of the most sensitive organs
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of the human body from the centre of the enormous masses
in which they are buried; that the sensibility of the skin is
not deadened, and that it is cut more extensively than in any
other operation, which is always the most painful part of the
process. Did any one ever hear of the insensibility of scrotal
tumors, till the operation was performed in the mesmeric trance ?

“It was only this very day that several medical men had
an opportunity of judging in my hospital whether these tumors
are sensitive or nof. Unfortunately, I commenced operating
upon a man without having tested him sufficiently long and
severely, and the consequence was, that he awoke up about
the middle of the operation, roared ¢ comme un damné through-
out, and I had great difficulty in finishing the operation on
account of his struggles. If any one after this will venture
to say otherwise, he is the boldest and most impudent man
alive, and will be admired and respected accordingly.

« Another favourite excuse for neglecting mesmerism, is
“the loss of time il causes to the surgeon.’ The real fact being,
that it would actually save time and money (in this country,
at least, I only speak of what I know) to the men who only
value time and knowledge for the rupees they will bring,—
it is thus that self-interest misunderstood is always out-witting
itself. All that is necessary for the surgeon to do, is to look
in at his hospital daily at the most convenient time, and if
any patient allows him to stick a pin into his nose, pinch his
nipple, or apply live-charcoal to any part of his body without
resenting it, he may proceed to cut him up upon the spot
without any of the coaxing, coughing, choking, vomiting,
convulsions, and anxiety, usually, more or less, attendant
upon ether and chloroform operations; not to speak of the
frequent disagreeable and occasional fatal consequences. In
this way, I have disposed of four patients in twenty minutes
in one forenoon, and a few days ago, I had three men all
ready at once for the knife. If the patient is not ready, you
have only to call again to-morrow till he is, and if very ob-
stinate, it may be allowable to chloroform him as the last
resource. But so far from delay doing any harm, it will, in
nine-tenths of tRe operations, do good, from the nervous system
being soothed and refreshed by the process.

« All that I do, may be equally well done in every hospital
in the country, and if any of my medical brethren find it
difficult to organize a mesmeric corps like mine, I shall be
very glad to instruct their assistants in my hospital, provided
they are placed under my orders for a month; and one pro-
perly instructed mesmeriser can make a hundred more, if
needed. I take this opportunity to repeat my offer to pre-
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pare patients in my hospital to be operated upon by the
medical men who send them, if they desire to do so.
“ Calcutta, 10th November, 1848.’

“« Surgical cases treated in the Calcutte Mesmeric Hospital in
September, 1848.

¢ 1st September. Sheik Sakroo, a writer, aged 40. He
has got a scrotal tumor the size of a child’s head, and has
been waiting for many months for the expected re-opening of
the hospital. I would not have interfered with it on account
of its size, but the pain and burning in it is so distressing
that it destroys his peace, and prevents him from following
his occupation.

““2nd. He is indifferent to pricking, &c.

“3rd. Insensible to fire and nitric acid applied to a sore
on the colis. He is quite ready to be operated upon, but
the hospital is not yet in order.

“5th. Operated upon to-day, both testes saved. He
moved his legs towards the conclusion of the operation, but
relapsed into perfect tranquillity on the removal of the mass.
After securing the blood vessels, the water was let out of a
double hydrocele that existed, and the tunica vaginalis being
thickened and diseased, it was leisurely dissected off the testes
and cords. To all this he was guite indifferent. He was
demesmerised in about a quarter of an hour after all was
over to gratify the spectators, and was not aware that any
thing had happened to him. I had retired out of sight, and
on being questioned, he said that I had not come to the hos-
pital to-day. I then stepped forward, and showed him my
bloody dress and hands, but even then he had no suspicion,
and had to be informed that he had been operated upon.
He thereupon seized my hands, bloody as they were, covered
them with kisses, and invoked all kind of blessings upon
me. Weight of tumor 6 lbs.

“9th September. Mahomed Reza, a Khansamah, aged 55.
Has got the same disease. He was ready on 14th, and was
operated upon on the 17th. One testis was involved in a
hydrocele, and was found to be diseased; it was therefore
sacrificed, the other was kept. A slight twitch passed across
his countenance when the cord was cut, in other respects he
was perfectly passive, and on awaking half an hour after the
operation, was quite unconscious that anything had been done
to him. Weight of tumor 8 lbs.
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‘“Esserchunder Paul, a shopkeeper, aged 40; has got a
large tumor. He came to the hospital on the 6th September,
and was ready on the 9th ; but the usual periodic fever coming
on, the mesmerising was stopped for three days, as it would
be improper to operate during its continuance.

“ He was operated upon on the 17th, and the dissection
was excessively severe and protracted on account of the density
of the mass, the depth at which the testes lay, and there being
nothing to guide me to them, there being no enlargement or
hydrocele on either side. They were at last found, however,
but I had the mortification to find that one was ossified; it
was therefore removed, and the other preserved. The only
sign of sensibility was a slight working of the toes.

¢ After he had been covered with a clean sheet, he became
restless, and shortly after vomited a full meal of undigested
food. His mouth was cleaned, and drink given to him, and
he fell back into a state of perfect repose. Half an hour
after I addressed him, and he awoke up in the full possession
of his senses, and said that he had awoke this moment ; that
he had not been sick to-day, or in any way disturbed since
he went to sleep, and that he had eaten and digested his
breakfast as usual. Weight of tumor 30 lbs.

‘ Ramsunder Dey, admitted on the 3rd with a scrotal
tumor. He was ready on the 15th, but the mesmeric pro-
cess was interrupted for two days by a severe attack of fever.
The operation was performed on the 21st, and was very severe
on account of the density of the mass, and the testes being
adherent to old scars made by the actual cautery in the hope
of resolving the tumor. One testis only was saved, the other
being enlarged and diseased. The only disturbance witnessed
in his whole body, was a slight corrugation of the eyebrows,
which soon passed off. As he had lost much blood and his
pulse was low, I awoke him to administer a cordial, and it is
superfluous to say that he knew nothing about the malter.
Weight of mass 16 lbs.

¢ Sheilt Kvratie. azed 40. a Khitmutear. He has been
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sleep : nothing had disturbed him, he said, and he felt just
as usual. :

“These five men were the only surgical cases admitted
this month, and were all satisfactorily disposed of by the
23rd. They are all doing well.”’ ’

“ Medical cases treated in the Calcutta Mesmeric Hospital in
September, 1848.

“11th September. Sheik Pandoo, aged 40. He has suf-
fered constantly for two years from severe neuralgia of the
scalp, which attacks him every ten days with great intensity,
and lasts for four or five days. The pain never leaves him in
the intervals of the paroxysms.

“ 30th September. He desires to be discharged as he con-
siders himself cured. He has only had a trifling attack of
pain since he came to the hospital, which lasted only a short
time, and he has had none since.

“17th September. Among the dispensary patients to-day,
I recognized Gopaul Doss, who had been operated mpon in
the trance in May, 1847, and I had not seen him since.
Although a very large powerful man, he had been intensely
entranced on the first day, and recollecting his natural sen-
sibility to the influence, I said to those present, that I would
try if he retained it. He had come to the hospital to get
medicine for a large foul ulcer on the calf of one of his legs.
I seated him in a chair, and placing myself opposite to him,
about four feet off, I merely steadily regarded him without
moving a finger. In a couple of minutes his eyes began to
quiver, and the eyelids to droop gradually. He had brought
a bottle with him to hold the medicine in which he expected,
and still held it in his hand. Feeling himself getting sleepy,
he shook himself awake with a sudden effort, and placed the
bottle on the ground to prevent its being broken by falling
out of his hand when asleep. In five minutes, he was pro-
foundly entranced and cataleptic, and raising his leg, I deli-
berately sponged the whole surface of the sore with undiluted
nitric acid. The wound instantly was burned white, but he
might as well have been a log of wood for any appearance of
sensibility that could be detected.

“I let him sleep for about ten minutes more, and then
awoke him in a moment by sudden transverse passes over
the eyes. He felt no pain in the sore or anywhere else, he
said, but expressed surprise to see that the sore had turned
from red to white since he went to sleep. On the last occa-
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sion that T applied nitric acid to a sore, (before knowing mes-
merism), the howlings of the patient were so dreadful that I
was driven out of the hospital in horror, and I vowed never
to do 30 again. But I have repeatedly applied the actual
cautery and nitric acid to extensive sores when the patients
were entranced, with no more effect than in the case just
related. ,
¢ 23rd September. The same done to-day with caustic.

“30th September, 1848.”

NOTE BY DR. ELLIOTSON.

In the last number of the Irdia Register of Medical Science,
P- 790, I found the following statement.

“ We have just heard of a death suddenly following the
performance of an operation under the influence of chloroform,
at the Medical College, Calcutta. The patient was a child, 6
years of age, who had a formidable tumor of the eye-ball.
The patient cried and struggled much during the operation,
and, almost immediately after it, the breathing became gasp-
ing, and the poor child died in about a quarter of an hour,
without ever coming to ils senses.

“ We hope to be favoured by Mr. R. O’Shaughnessy, the
operator, with an authentic account of this case, as well as of
every other in which any disagreeable—not merely fatal—
effects have ensued in his practice since the exhibition of
ether or chloroform in the Medical College Hospital. We
have the same expectation from all the members of our pro-
fession who have any practical knowledge of the subject, for it
is necessary for the quiet of our consciences, our professional
reputations, and the safety of our patients, that the fullest
information upon this important matter should be before the
public.

“ Will no one do for ether and chloroform what has been
done for mesmerism—relate every case with its symptoms and
consequences ? It is clear, that in this country the question
will soon have to be decided,—whether it is ever allowable to
resort to what Mons. Flourens calls chloroform—* this mar-
vellous and terrible agent, when we can gain our object by
the always safe means of mesmerism.

€YK~ mnian hnacen A bn nnee dhnt ha mwnnb cnane af Aoidannan 10 An
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“The above remarks were in type when we received from
Mr. R. O’Shaughnessy a report of the fatal case alluded to,
as well as another, wherein chloroform was administered with
perfect success. To make room for these, when the present
issue was ready to be struck off, we have been induced to
curtail a portion of our editorial space. We are desirous that
Mr. O’Shaughnessy should have the opportunity of being heard
in the present number, since we have ourselves noticed the
subject editorially, and it has been a great deal written and
commented upon by our daily contemporaries. It is true,
that a medical periodical is the only legitimate organ wherein
a subject of so much importance as the one in question should
appear in all its professional bearings, but we maintain, not-
withstanding opposite opinions, that the earliest publicity was
imperative on the part of the operator when the life of a fellow
creature was sacrificed, and this could only be attained through
the medium of the daily press.

“The case we find has been drawn up by Mr. Daly,
House Surgeon to the Medical College Hospital, and the
appendant notes by Mr. R. O’Shaughnessy. The fatal result
is entirely attributed to chloroform and very properly. ¢ The
child fainted, and owing to the general insensibility the
attempt at reaction was imperfect. Asphyxia followed,—and
she died.” This is exactly the way we should account for
death ensuing in all similar cases. In fact it is an obvious
illustration of cause and effect. Chloroform was the cause of
asphyxia, and the effect of asphyxia was—death! Yet Mr.
O’Shaughnessy asserts, ‘that it was not from any poisonous
effects of that valuable drug.’ If chloroform did not act as a
poison in this instance, verily, it is something akin to it! The
difference, if any, is certainly beyond our comprehension.
Further on we are told ‘I look upon all means of producing
insensibility liable to the same objection, as in case of faint-
ing the insensibility which caused the patient not to feel pain
during the operation, must also diminish that nervous suscep-
tibility which favours reaction, and perfect recovery from the
state of syncope.” Here we entirely disagree with Mr.
O’Shaughnessy, for we know from practical experience that
the suspension of consciousness when mesmerism has been
the aneesthetic agent, does not interfere in the least with
that susceptibility requisite to favour reaction, but rather
increases it. 'We have no objection to the use of chloroform
in extreme cases where life and death are in the scales, and
with due care to its proper administration, provided always
mesmerism has been first tried and found wanting.
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“ Fatal Case of Cancerous Tumor of the Eye. Reported by
Mr. Daly, House Surgeon, Medical College Hospital.

“Juddonath, a Hindoo female child, aged 5 years, ad-
mitted to hospital 15th November, with a large cancerous
tumor projecting from the right orbit, and covering the lower
half of the forehead, and the whole of the right side of the
face, extending outwards and downwards below the level of
the chin—the internal margin of the tumor rests upon the
nose and covers the right angle of the mouth. The tumor is
of a flattened nodulated form, with rounded edges and a
broad base covering the whole of the right side of the face,
from the angle of the mouth to the supra-orbital ridge. The
external surface is in a state of foul ulceration, exhaling the
feetid odour peculiar to cancerous disease. The parent of the
child states, that the tumor commenced soon after an attack
of inflammation of the right eye, about 9 months ago, and
gradually increased to its present size, but that within the
last 4 months its growth has been more rapid, and the child’s
health has visibly begun to decline. The child is particularly
timid, and much alarmed, she screams violently at the
approach of any one to examine the tumor, which she will
scarcely allow to be touched. After a stay of 3 days in the
hospital to reconcile the child to the place, and accustom her
to the attendants, the operation for the removal of this hide-
ous mass of disease was performed—=20 drops of chloroform
sprinkled on a sponge was held to the nostrils for a few
seconds, with the effect only of producing partial insensibility
owing to the extreme restlessness of the child—the sponge
was again applied for a short time, and, upon the eye-lids
closing, the operation was commenced. The child lay per-
fectly still during the first few strokes of the knife, but again
awoke and cried loudly during the remaining part of the opera-
tion, which was quickly performed with no very considerable
loss of blood which it was not difficult to control. A large
sponge was kept applied to the orbit and surface of the wound ;
the child soon aftor annearsd io faint. but rallied asain a



36 Reports of the Mesmeric Hospital, Calculla,

the diseased parts. The child fainted, and owing to the
general insensibility, the attempt at reaction was imperfect,
asphyxia followed, and she expired. This, I think, is the way
in which most of those have lost their lives, who died while
under the influence of chloroform, and not from any poisonous
effects of that valuable drug. I look upon all means of pro-
ducing insensibility liable to the same objection, as in case of °
fainting, the insensibility which causes the patient not to feel
pain during the operation, must also diminish that nervous
susceptibility which favours reaction, and perfect recovery
from the state of syncope.”

There is one medical journal now conducted with intelli-
gence and honesty.* What will persons of common sense
think of this official visitor of Dr. Esdaile’s hospital, after
his opinion that, though the death was produced by chloro-
form, it was not produced “by any poisonous effect of that
valuable drug!” What will they think of his opinion that
all means of producing insensibility are liable to the same
objection—of lessening the power of reaction! So grossly,
grossly ignorant is he of mesmerism,—the insensibility of
which does not lessen the power of reaction: in fact large
numbers recover better after the insensibility of mesmerism.
Persons generally wake from the insensibility of mesmerism
rapidly, perhaps suddenly, and all the better, because they
have been only in a calm, beautiful sleep, and not in the
stupefaction of a poisonous drug. Mr. O’Shaughnessy is one
for whom a kind-hearted newspaper editor would have us build
abridge.t Mercy forbid, that such heroes should come over
to our side and disfigure our ranks. Of this, however, there
is no fear, for the more wonders they are shewn, the more,
says Dr. Esdaile, do they harden their hearts like the wicked
Pharaoh of ancient Egypt. Be it remembered that this Mr.
O’Shaughnessy—official visitor—was, originally, perfectly
satisfied, from the number of painless operations which he
had witnessed by Dr. Esdaile, that the poor patients ‘felt
_ pain no more than the bed they lay upon or the knife that

* The editorial remarks of the India Medical Register have proved so dis-
tasteful to Messrs. O’Shaugnessy, Mouat, Stewart, &c., that they are said to have
withdrawn their subscriptions. Their position is painful and ridiculous; they

have gone too far to retract, and they cannot go forwards,—no, not even if we
were to build a bridge for them.

I have seen very many military officers, and civilians—not medical men—from
Bengal, and they all agree in expressing their perfect conviction of the truth of
mesmerism and the wonders which they witnessed ; nor have they less unanimity
of sentiment upon the perfect’ truthfulness, straightforwardness, and acuteness,
as well as the activity and courage, of Dr. Esdaile.

+ Zoist, No. XXIV., p. 397.
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cut them ;> but when ether and chloroform come up, and
the rest of the medical men determine to oppose Dr. Esdaile,
he ventures “to sneer at the alleged agent, and pooh poohs
it for all practical purposes; and thinks it never can be
available for general surgical purposes.”* It was after ether
came up and gave courage to the envious medical men at
Calcutta, that Mr. O’Shaughnessy, like Dr. Mouat,t ate his
words and turned his back upon mesmerism and Dr. Esdaile :
and now the cry is that “he has gone and killed a poor
girl with chloroform,” as Dr. Esdaile, I may remark, long
before declared he would do, sooner or later, if he and the
rest employed chloroform generally. Dr. Esdaile told them
so; and he wrote to this effect to me above a year ago.
After I had expressed to Dr. Esdaile my regret at the shock-
ing apostacy of my former pupil, Dr. Mouat, and asked,
How is this? Dr. Esdaile thus replied to me in a letter,
dated April 6th, 1848,—“T may well echo your question,
‘How 1is this ?” and I will explain it to you also. Mesmerism
is the same, but Dr. Mouat has changed, and I hope to make
him clrange again, for chloroform and ether will soon be found
to be violent and unsatisfactory imitations of the mesmeric in-
fluence, that ought to be resorted to only when the superior
agent has failed.”

It is now time for mesmerists to speak without reserve.
Ether and chloroform, when inhaled, are capricious poisons,
very uncertain in their good effects, and occasionally injurious
and even fatal in spite of every precaution. Very many per-
sons have been destroyed by chloroform, although it has
superseded ether from being more manageable and less dan-
gerous. I know that very far more deaths have occurred
through it than have been made known to the public. Many
a case has been paraded forth the day or the week after the
operation, and death subsequently has happened but never
been divulged. A surgeon of St. George’s Hospital informed
me that once he had scarcely given a little chloroform to a
patient than exhaustion occurred : livid spots shewed them-
selves on the surface, and in a few days the patient died with
the composition of his frame disintegrated, the whole mass of
blood turned, as the country people expressively say. A
clergyman, the father of a gentleman whom I know, had his
leg taken off opposite my house, by Mr. Travers, a surgeon of
St. Thomas’s Hospital, under ether, but he never rallied and
died after some days. A Right Honourable Member of Par-
liament, who has often dined with me, had lately a trifling
operation performed under chloroform, never rallied, and

* Zoist, No. XXIIL, p. 160-1, + Zoist, No. XXII., p. 162, &ec.
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i also after some time. A patient of mine cho

him:ll;?ldleft town, to breathp a little chloroform sox?ét?it::
from his handkerchief for his asthma, and was one day, a
few months ago, found_dead, with his handkerchief on’ the
table under his nose. 1 mention these few as being in m
own circle : numbers of other instances have been whispered
to me; a few are known to the publxc.*. But the conviction is
now spreading that deatlgs are occurring from time to time
and ascribed to the surgical operation, the bad state of thé
constitution, &c., so that there may be no inquest, no noise
about the poisonmg,—chloroform in fact having caused the
mischief. .

A very considerable number of persons who have consulted
me have mentioned that they had suffered greatly from ether or
chloroform,—some for many months and up to the time I saw
them,—some for days or weeks only. Some of them were af-
flicted with various nervous symptoms ; some with severe head.
ache ; some with loss of memory or power of attention ; some
with giddiness; some with hypochondriasis; some with indi.
gestion. They had, perhaps, not suffered, or did not remember
to have suffered, any pain, and had been considered instances
of the successful inhalation of the narcotic: the operator,—
whether dentist, oculist, or general surgeon,—not knowi,ng
their subsequent condition, and putting them into his success.
ful list. In some, the ill-effects had begun immediately, in
others not for a few days. Not unfrequently, the patiénts
suffered pain, as though no chloroform had been administered .
some, though the pain was lessened by the chloroform stﬂ]’
suffered so much from the drug that they declared’ the
would never be operated upon again underit, and on 5 secon(’l’
operation have kept their word. A patient of Mr. Chandler
had her cancerous breast cut away by Mr. Solly, a surgeon
of St. Thomas’s Hospital : Mr. Chandler would have trieq to
mesmerise the patient, but Mr. Solly fancied the operation
ought not to be delayed, and refused to operate under mes.
merism, saying, in perfect and not very praiseworthy ignorance
of the subject, that the agency of mesmerism was entirely
mental,t and therefore (wherefore?) bad! 8o chloroform
was administered, and the patient suffered so much between

* A man was killed lately by chloroform, given for the mere amputation of a
toe, and the verdict was, ¢ That the deceased died of chloroform properly ad.
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the operation and the chloroform, that, when a second ope-
ration became necessary in a few months from a recurrence
of the disease in the same breast, she declined the aid of
chloroform, of which she has still a horror, and suffered the
sole agony of the knife. It might be advantageous to Mr.
Solly, his pupils, and his patients, were he to read Dr. Es-
daile’s five beautiful operations, given at p. 30-1, 2 in the pre-
sent Number. I would ask him to read all Dr. Esdaile’s
operations in the preceding Numbers, were I not anxious to
spare his nerves the effect which so appalling, mighty, and
crushing a mass of evidence might have upon him. Some of
my friends have found great violence or convulsions induced by
chloroform, so as to prevent the operation: and I know two
instances in which very indelicate thoughts and conduct were
induced in young ladies, considered habitually modest, to the
dismay of the parents who were present at the extraction of
their teeth. All this we mesmerists feared from the first, and
have now known for some time.” But we held our peace ; and
not a syllable have I written, nor do I recollect seeing a syllable
in The Zoist, against the drugs. Much provocation was given
us: we were laughed at, and told that mesmerism was now done
for, that ether and then chloroform must supersede it:* and
this by the very persons, who had pronounced it mere humbug
and unreality, and therefore, of course, incapable of being
superseded. 'We rejoiced at the alleged discovery of a certain
and safe anzesthetic, and would have eaten our tongues and
our fingers off before we would have uttered or written a syl-
lable which would have tended to lessen the participation of
mankind in these new blessings. The good of mankind it was
which made us anxious for the profession to believe and act
upon the facts we accumulated of painless operations through
mesmerism : and the same feeling made us rejoice in the
alleged discovery of equally safe and more certain means of
preventing pain. I entreat attention to the papers written in
The Zoist from the time that ether and chloroform were made
known as ansthetics.t We can say with satisfaction and
thankfulness that we did not imitate the opponents of mes-
merism. It was not for us even to cast a doubt upon the
utility of ether or chloroform. We were not weak enough
to wish the question of their utility and safety to be entered
upon by anything but experience.
Mesmerists are greatly indebted to ether and chloroform.
Our revilers formerly denied the possibility of insensibility
under surgical operations: and patients who shewed no sen-

* No. XIV., p. 210-11.
t+ No. XVI., p. 576-82; No. XVII., p. 44-50; p. 187.92; p. 377-79.
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sibility and declared they had felt no pain were called courage-
ous, self-commanding, impostors. Now it is universally al-
lowed that temporary insensibility under the severest operation
is possible, and not to be doubted if the patient declares it,
however loudly he may moan, scream, or holloo.* Surgeons
who scoffed at the prevention of surgical pain and denied its
possibility, and ridiculed us, sending forth their hostile voices
as if they were oracles, now quietly operate with chloroform,
or stand by as consulting surgeons while the operation is
performed by another. This is the case with Sir Benjamin
Brodie, respecting whose never to be atoned for treatment of
mesmerism and us I refer to my pamphlett and The Zoist.}

This is a great triu