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CHAPTER L.

CASE OF AMPUTATION OF A LEG ABOVE THE KNEE, WITHOUT
PAIN, IN THE MESMERIC STATE.

SECTION 1.
DESCRIPTION OF THE, CASE.

‘I never said it was possible.. I only said it was true.”—2M. G. Lewis.
“ Le vrai n’est pas toujours vraisemblable.”— Fontenelle.

N

ON the 22nd of November last, the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society of London assembled to hear read an * Account of a case of
successful amputation of the thigh, during the mesmeric state,
without the knowledge of the patient,” in the District Hospital of
Wellow, Nottinghamshire: and voted thanks for it without a dis-
sentient voice.

The mesmeriser was W. Topham, Esq., Barrister, of the Middle
Temple: the operator, W. Squire Ward, Esq., Surgeon, of Wellow
Hall. The patient was a labourer, six feet high and forty-two years
of age, named James Wombell. He had suffered for nearly five
years from neglected disease of the left knee, the interior of the
joint of which was found after the amputation deeply and exten-
sively ulcerated. ¢¢ The SLIGRTEST motion of the joint was attended
by the MOST EXCRUCIATING agony; his nights were almost wholly
sleepless, in consequence of the painful startings of the limb; his
pulse weak and rapid; his face constantly marked with a hectic
flush; his tongue foul; appetite gone;” in truth, when Mr. Topham
first saw him, on the 9th of September, ‘‘he was sitting upright
upon a bed in the hospital; the only position which he could bear:
he complained of great pain from his knee and of much excitability
and loss of strength, from his constant restlessness and deprivation
of sleep, for ke had not, during the THREE previous weeks, slept
more than TWO hours in SEVENTY.”

On this day he was first mesmerised by Mr. Topham, and for
five and thirty minutes. ¢ The only effect produced was a closing
of the eyelids, with that quivering appearance which so commonly

——
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results from the process; and, though awake and speaking, he could
not raise them until after a lapse of a minute and a half.”

On the 10th he was sent to sleep in twenty minutes. On the
11th ““he was suffering great agony, and distressed even to tears.”’
Mr. Topham ¢ commenced by making passes longitudinally, over
the diseased knee: in jfive minutes he was comparatively easy; and,
on proceeding further to mesmerise him, at the expiration of fen
wminutes more he was sleeping like an infant. Not only his arms
were then violently pinched, but also the diseased leg itself, without
his exhibiting any sensation: yet his limb was so sensitive to pain,
in his natural state, he could not bear even the LIGHTEST covering
to rest upon it. Thal night he slept SEVEN lhours WITHOUT
INTERRUPTION.”

‘¢ After constantly mesmerising him for ten or twelve days, a
great change was observed in his appearance. Thke kue of health
returned; ke became cheerful; felt much stronger; was easier, both
in mind and body; slept well, and recovered his appetite.”” So
great was the change, that Mr. Ward, after having been absent
from indisposition, ‘“ was as much astonisked, on his return on the
27th of September, about three weeks after the commencement of
the mesmerism,” as he ““was delighted to observe the improved
condition of the man;’’ and, had he “not known the previous
history of the case, muck doubt must have arisen in his mind, as to
the propriety of immediately amputating the limb.”

“On the 22nd of September the patient was first apprised of
the necessity of an early amputation. The communication seemed
almost unexpected, and affected kim considerably, and destroyed his
natural sleep that night.” The next day he was still *fretting,
restless, and in consequent pain.” Yet he was put to sleep mesme-
rically in four minutes and a half.

Like many other susceptible patients, he could now be affected
locally when in his natural state,—without coma. For example,
passes without contact along his extended extremities would render
them so rigid as not to be bent by mechanical force short of danger,
though breathing upon them constantly caused them to relax and
drop to his sides.

Although in this mesmeric coma the sensibility to mechanical
causes of pain was so far lessened that violent pinching, and sudden
pricking, and of even the diseased limb, produced no evidence of
sensation, and he lost all pain in his knee while this was in perfect
rest, the exquisitely sensitive interior of the diseased joint was not
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proof against the torture of motion, which, however slight, agonized
and awoke him. In many cases I have seen excruciating internal
pain of nerves, inflamed or otherwise under disease, give evidence of
its fierce shootings by the sudden agitation of the frame, expression
of the countenance, and catching of the breath, when there was not
sensibility enough for sensation from pinching, pricking, cutting,
tearing, or even burning; the excruciating internal pain not awaking
them unless when at the very highest intensity, or when the coma
was not at the greatest depth. When there is exquisite tenderness
of a part, as in the knee-joint of this poor man, the coma must
indeed be profound,—more profound than it seems ever to have been
in this case, except perhaps when the precaution was taken of keep-
ing the fingers on the eyes after the operation was begun,—for
motion of the part not to cause anguish. At the time of the opera-
tion, th@®1st of October, it was found impossible, without such tor-
ture as aroused him from his mesmeric coma, to remove him from his
bed to the table. Indeed, his coma was not so deep but that it was
dissipated by attemptimg to converse with him; and in general it
ceased spontaneously in half an hour, his waking being  slow and
gradual and without the least start.”” Instead of being placed upon
a table, he was therefore lifted with his low bed upon a temporary
platform, and ‘“ he was soon put into the mesmeric sleep, although
ke was considerably excited by hearing the cries of another patient
upon whom Mr. Ward had been performing a tedious and painful
operation.”” He was then ‘drawn by means of the bed clothes
beneath him towards the end of the bed.” Even this movement
excited the pain and awoke him. But the pain soon ceased, and,
his limb being < raised about two inches from the mattress” by a
surgeon present (Mr. Wood), who *‘rested the heel upon his shoulder
and supported the joint with his hand,” he was mesmerised into
coma again in four minutes.

Mr. Topham continued to mesmerise him for fifteen minutes, and
then informed Mr. Ward that the operation might be begun, and
““brought two fingers of each hand gently in contact with the pa-
tient’s closed eyelids ; and there kept them, still further to deepen
the sleep.” This is a circumstance of no little importance to re-
member. Of all parts of the body, the eyes are the most ready
receivers and transmitters of mesmerism. I noticed this first in
the cases of the Okeys; and I may remark that all the exquisitely
interesting phenomena which occurred in the perfectly genuine and
wonderful cases of those two sisters,—I repeat it as emphatically as
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I can, and hope my words will be read by the uninformed, and pre-
sumptuous, and cruel writer of an article in the present number
(CXLI.) of the Quarterly Review, who exclaims, ‘ how many grave
persons were deceived by the impostures of the Miss Okeys of St.
Pancras,”—the perfectly genuine and wonderful phenomena of those
two sisters, I have verified again and again in numerous other cases,
some in one, some in another. The moist mucous membranes are
more susceptible than the skin; and of membranes, the surface of
the eye and inner surface of the eyelid, to say nothing of the ner-
vous interior of the eye to which there is admission through the
pupil to projected mesmeric influence, are the most susceptible.
Intervening bodies impede mesmerism, and, ceteris paribus, in pro-
portion to their substance; the eyelids therefore prevent so strongan
effect as would result if the mesmerising body were applied to the
eye itself. Still the points of the fingers placed upon the eyelids
would have a great effect. The pointed parts of the body, as the
ends of the fingers and the point of the nose, I, in the same Okeys
and subsequently in others, ascertained to be more powerful in mes-
merising as well as in being mesmerised, cceteris paribus, than other
parts. If the fingers had been kept on the eyelids before the pa-
tient was moved at all, he probably would have suffered no more
while he was moved than during the operation.

The operation was now commenced. “Mr. Ward, after one
earnest look at the man,” in the words of Mr. Topham, slowly
plunged his knife into the centre of the outside of the thigh, directly
to the bone, and then made a clear incision round the bone, to the
opposite point on the inside of the thigh. The stillness at this
moment was something awful; the calm respiration of the sleeping
man alone was heard, for all other seemed suspended. In making
the second incision, the position of the leg was found more inconve-
nient than it appeared to be;”> and Mr. Ward, to use his own words,
‘ having made the anterior flap,” * was under the necessity of com-
pleting the posterior one in ZAree stages. First, by dividing a por-
tion of the flap on the inside ; then a similar portion on the outside.
This proceeding, which was of course far more tedious and painful
than the ordinary one, was necessary to enable me to pass the knife
through under the bone and thus complete the whole, as I could not
sufficiently depress the handle to do so, without the two lateral cuts.”
Yet, notwithstanding all this, the patient’s * sleep continued as
profound as ever. The pracID look of his countenance never
ckanged for AN INSTANT; his whole frame rested, uncontrolled, in
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perfect stillness and repose; not a muscle was seen to twitch. To
the end of the operation, including the sawing of the bone, securing
the arteries, and applying the bandages, occupying a period of up-
wards of twenty minutes, he lay like a statue.”

Soon after the second incision, ¢ a low moaning” was heard at
intervals until the conclusion of the operation, that is, after the leg
was off and while the arteries were tying and the bandages putting
on, giving ““to all present the impression of a disturbed dream.”
That it arose from troubled dreaming I have no doubt; for in the
mesmeric coma it is common for patients, after the lapse of a certain
time, to dream and talk, and especially of any thing which has just
before strongly impressed them; and this patient was very likely,
and from my experience I should say, was almost certain, to dream
of his having soon to undergo the operation, the thoughts of which
had so acutely distressed him and must have occupied his mind to
the last moment of his waking state. I have at this moment three
patients who in the coma always dream and talk of something which
has very recently, generally the same day, interested them, or of
something they expect on the same day. Had it arisen from the
operation, it would have occurred during the most painful periods;
would have occurred, as it did not, exactly and only at moments of
the proceeding most likely to be painful, whereas it occurred as much
at moments when nothing was doing to give pain. The man could
not have moaned from pain in spite of himself at moments when there
was nothing to make him moan in spite of himself. It would have
been increased, and indeed changed to a sudden and louder noise,
whenever the end of the sciatic nerve was roughly treated. For,
still farther to test his insensibility, Mr. Ward ¢‘twice touched”
and, as he informs me, pretty roughly and with the points of the
Jorceps, so that he in fact pricked, ¢ ¢ke divided end of the sciatic
nerve, without any increase of the low moaning.” The pain which
such an experiment would occasion to a person in his ordinary state
must be equal to a strong dart of tic douloureux; and I defy any
human being, in his ordinary condition, to be subjected to such an
experiment without, not to say an increase of low moaning if he was
already moaning, but without suddenly giving some other more decided
sign of anguish,—without some interruption to the  perfect stillness
and repose of a statue.”” Mr.Ward further informs me that he ‘“ once
put his thumb roughly upon the nerve in taking the posterior flap in
his hand to sponge, and also used the sponge very roughly.” If the
man had not been able to bear the pain of the operation without
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moaning, he would not have been able to retain the perfect placidity
of his countenance, the relazed and motionless state of his lips and
hands, and the undisturbed regularity of his breathing.

The * closed eyelids™ quivered to the last, as they so frequently
do in the mesmeric coma.

The quivering of the exposed muscular fibres, and the retraction
of the divided muscles, were less than usual, probably from the di-
minution of their irritability by mesmesrism.

The mesmeric state of the patient usually lasted half an hour;
and, after this lapse of time, the operation having been commenced
in rather more than a quarter of an hour subsequently to its pro-
duction, and baving occupied, inclusively of applying the bandages,
above twenty minutes, be *“ gradually and calmly,”’ as usual, awoke.
Some sal volatile and water had just been given to him, and might
have contributed to his waking, because his coma, according to its
usual course, was probably near its end, and at this period stimuli
which proved inert previously might take more or less effect. This,
however, is exceedingly doubtful, as the usual duration of his coma
was completed, and as he was not suddenly aroused by the sal volatile,
and gave no sign of irritation from it, but, on the contrary, awoke
¢ gradually and calmly.” 1In fact Mr. Wood, who mixed the sal
volatile and water, assures me that it was very weak, and is persuaded
equally with myself that the man awoke independently of it.

‘¢ At first, he uttered no exclamation; and for some moments
seemed lost and bewildered,””’—a characteristic and striking phenome-
non so familiar to mesmerists when any visible change in external
circumstances has occurred while the patient was asleep. But, after
looking around, he exclaimed ¢ I bless the Lord to find it’s all over.”

““He was then removed to another room; and, following imme-
diately,” Mr. Topham *‘asked him in the presence of all assembled
to describe all he felt or knew after he was mesmerised. His reply
was ‘I never knew anything more ; and never felt any pain at all :
I, once, felt as if I heard a kind of crunching.’’ Mr. Topham
¢« asked if that were painful ? He replied, ¢ No pain at all ; I never
had any ; and knew nothing till I was awakened by that strong stug’
(the sal volatile).” Of course the moment he became sensible he must
have tasted the sal volatile, and would fancy that it awoke him, and
he must have continued to taste it for some time after he was awake.
When mesmeric patients awake spontaneously, they continually
ascribe their waking to their first sensation, or even to something
imagined.
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¢ The crunching no doubt was the sawing his own thigh bone.”
It is not uncommon for patients in the mesmeric coma, although
insensible to mechanical causes of irritation, yet to hear more or
less. As there are in mesmerism various degrees of insensibility to
mechanical causes of irritation, from perfect to but slightly impaired
sensibility, in different cases; sometimes in the same case at different
mesmerisations; and sometimes at different periods of the same
mesmerisation; and sometimes one part is insensible and another
sensible: so there are various degrees of affection of hearing. In
some cases patients hear not the loudest sounds; in others, they hear
and answer questions; and it is very common for them to hear well
at one moment and appear perfectly deaf at another, as the mesmeric
conditions fluctuate in intensity: and the state of sensibility to me-
chanical causes of irritation and of hearing may bear no relation to
each other. It would be wonderful were all this not to happen,
since the very same observations hold in similar affections of a func-
tional character independent of mesmerism. I have no doubt that
the man did confusedly hear the sawing of the bone in his coma.

“He was left easy and comfortable; and still found so at nine
o’clock that night: about which time” Mr. Topham ¢ again mesme-
rised him (in a minute and three quarters) and he slept an hour and
a half.”

Two days afterwards, when he was put into the mesmeric coma,
Mr. Topham proposed to Mr. Ward, who intended to dress the
wound that day for the first time, to take this opportunity; and tke
wound was accordingly dressed without the maw’'s knowledge, and
therefore without the least pain.

The man has done perfectly well. Within twenty-four hours
after the operation he was singing. In three weeks he sat up to
dinner, *“and had not a single bad symptom: none eren of tke ner-
vous excitement, so frequently observed in patients who have under-
gone painful operations, and who have swffered muck previous anziety
in making up their minds.”’

Such was the artless tale; beautifully true to nature in every inci-
deut, and at once recognised as pure truth by all who are not ignorant
of mesmeric phenomena, or who do not unphilosophically allow un-
worthy feelings to supplant their judgment.
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SECTION II.

DETERMINATION OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY OF LONDON, THAT THIS FACT WAS NOT A FACT.

¢ Whilst the unlearned were all busied in getting down to the bottom of the well, where
TRUTH keeps her little court, were the learned in their way as busy in pumping her up
rough the duits of dialectic induction ;~—they concerned themselves not with FACTS,—
THEY REASONED.”
¢ Tis above reason, cried the doctors on one side ;
*Tis below reason, cried the others,
*Tis faith, cried one ;
’Tis a fiddlestick, said the others.
’Tis possible, cried one ;
'Tis impossible said the others.”

Sterne.

No sooner was this most interesting and important paper read,—
the most interesting in a physiological point of view, and the most
important as to the alleviation of suffering, that was ever brought
before the society, than uprose Mr. CouLsoNn, & surgeon practising
in the city, anxious to distinguish himself as the leader of the oppo-
sition to mesmerism, and asserted that the paper ought never to have
been read, for the only point of interest was the non-expression of
pain, and that was a common thing, and he had no doubt the man
had been trained toit! While the paper was reading, he had turned
round to one of the authors, as to a perfect stranger, without know-
ing him, as he has confessed to me, and said, *“What d——d stuff
this is:” so that his feelings were strong whatever was his judgment.
Mr. Coulson has also confessed to me since the discussion, that Ze
has never seen a mesmeric fact and is quite ignorant of mesmerism.
‘What right therefore has he not to believe that insensibility of touch
can be induced by it, as those assert who have seen and practised it
for years? Insensibility of all the five senses, or of one or more of
them, is a common occurrence of disease. I will adduce, further on,
some striking cases, from the Transactions of this very society, of
want of the sense of touch only, so that injuries were unfelt. 'What
right then has he, totally ignorant as he is of mesmerism, to assert
that the same conditions cannot be induced by the artificial processes
of mesmerism ?

The only point of interest was the non-expression of pain! It
was not worthy of Mr. Coulson’s attention, that the poor man before
being mesmerised had not during zkree weeks slept more than fwo
hours in seventy, but that after having been mesmerised three times,
““he slept seven hours without interruption;” that after having been
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mesmerised about a dozen times a great change was remarkable in
his appearance, ‘‘ the kue of health returned, he became cheerful,
felt much stronger, was easier both in mind and body, slept well,
and recovered his appetite,”’—that he looked ¢ healthy and cheerful,
his natural sleep was sound and regular, and his pain soothed and
diminished;” that the surgeon, Mr. Ward, after having been absent
while Mr. Topham thus mesmerised him, declared ‘I was as much
astonished as I was delighted, to observe the improved condition of
the man; he had now much more the hue of health, his nights were
more tranquil, his appetite had returned, and in fact such was his
state that had I not known the previous history of the case, much
doubt must have arisen in my mind as to the propriety of imme-
diately amputating the limb.”  All this was beneath Mr. Coulson’s
consideration. The only point of interest was the non-expression
of pain! A friend, formerly pupil of my own, Mr. Case of Fareham
in Hampshire, thinking more rationally than Mr. Coulson of the
facts of this case, determined to endeavour to render a woman, two
and thirty years of age, insensible to pain previously to the ampu-
tation of a thumb, that had for some time been greatly diseased
after an accident, resisting all treatment and severely injuring the
constitution, which had long previously been in a_state of debility
and thus occasioned the bad condition of the thumb, that in its
turn reflected injury on the constitution. But, after he had mes-
merised her daily for ten days, the improvement was so great that
amputation appeared unnecessary, and in a short time the thumb
was absolutely well, and her health improved so much that she
declared she had never been so well and strong. The improvement
of the general health,—the strength, the digestion, and the female
functions, &c. from mesmerism is generally great, to say nothing of
its power over various diseases, medical and surgical. A surgeon
in Warwickshire, who was about to amputate a leg severely dis-
eased, as in Mr. Ward’s case, and, wishing to prevent pain, had
been mesmerising the patient with the effect of such coma and in-
sensibility in three minutes, that the man shewed no pain and made
no movement when goaded with a pin, when burnt with a hot
iron, or when blazing sealing wax was dropped and allowed to
burn upon his limb, wrote, in a letter to Mr. Ward,—*as in your
case, the man’s health is wonderfully improved since mesmerising
kim.”

Then Mr. Coulson believed that the man had disciplined himself
to bear pain without expressing his feelings, And what reason had
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he for this credulity? The poor man complained of great pain and
could never bear any other than the sitting position for pain; had
slept but for two hours in seventy during three weeks for pain; was
invariably awakened from his mesmeric sleep by violent pain; could
not bear the *‘lightest covering’ on his leg, when not in mesmeric
coma, for pain; even shed tears from his intense agony; was greatly
affected when the necessity of the operation was announced to him,
and, in consequence, could not sleep that night, and the next day
was fretting and restless; suffered, the very morning of the operation,
such anguish from the slightest movement that it was found impos-
sible, without needless torture, to place him upon a table; and, on
being drawn towards the foot of the bed with the bed-clothes under
him for the convenience of the operator, such pain was produced
that he awoke,—*‘ There was something quite excruciating in the
suffering which the state of the knee produced af this moment ;”’
and immediately before the operation he was considerably excited at
hearing the cries of another patient who had just been operated upon
in the next room. Truly he was well disciplined to bear pain! On
waking from his mesmeric coma after the operation, he was filled with
joy to find his anticipated sufferings were not to come, and exclaimed,
not like a man who despised pain and was trained, ‘I bless the
Lord to find it’s all over!” Not bearing pain at all better on the day
of the operation than when admitted into the hospital; being, on
the contrary, very sensitive of pain, and irritable, he is unhesitatingly
pronounced by Mr. Coulson, without a shadow of ground, from mere
prejudice, ignorance, and want of penetration, to have been disci-
plined to bear pain,—to be an impostor, and the barrister and sur-
geon to have been his dupes or accomplices. Such folly is monstrous.

Dr. MooRrEe, a physician-accoucheur, living in Saville Row,
immediately followed, and made no objections, but protested, in a
loud voice and rapid manner, that really such a statement ought to
have been accompanied by affidavits, and asked if affidavits before
the Lord Mayor or some other magistrate had been made. Dr.
Moore has the distinction of being the first person who, in a scien-
tific society of gentlemen, required that the detail of philosophical
experiments should be supported by affidavit. He had, however,
equally forgotten himself last summer at the Phrenological Associa-
tion, having been for some time in an incessant state of distressing
morbid anti-mesmeric irritation, without knowing more of the subject
than its unpopular name, and conducting himself precisely in the
way in which he complains, as a phrenologist, that the medical
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profession conduct themselves towards phrenology. When several
gentlemen had related most curious experiments in which, during
the mesmeric state, individual cerebral organs were at pleasure
excited or stupified mesmerically, he exclaimed that it was a very
pretty thing indeed for gentlemen to come down and tell us that
they had seen this and that. I replied that no experimentors
could do more at a public discussion, or in writing, than detail their
facts faithfully, and put others in the way of repeating their expe-
riments: and he was at once put to silence for the night.

Thus Dr. Moore made no objections, but called loudly for affi-
davits and then sat down again. No other notice was taken of this
speech than to laugh at it.

The next in eagerness to speak was Mr. BLAKE, a young
surgeon. He urged that this man shammed, because persons often
bear operations without expressing pain: and mentioned that he had
seen a tooth extracted from a girl who was not, but pretended to
be, in the mesmeric state, in University College Hospital, without
ANY sign of pain, although she was strictly observed and even her
pulse felt.” Now he knew well formerly, for he was present as well
as myself, that a friend of his, who counted her pulse during the
extraction, declared to us all, truly or not I cannot of course say,
that the pulse rose eight beats during the extraction.

« Another young surgeon, named AwLcock, followed in the same
line of argument; not thinking that the absence of pain ever ad-
mitted of evidence, and discrediting the reality of the case because
he had often seen persons in an ordinary state bear severe operations
without manifesting the slightest pain. Now I do not believe it.
No doubt Mr. Alcock thinks he witnessed such self-command; but
I do not believe he observed with sufficient minuteness. I, during
a period equal to three years, while a student at the two hospitals
of 8t. Thomas and Guy, saw a very large number of operations, as
these were both great establishments and close to the river and in a
very crowded district, as operations were then far more frequently
resorted to than at present, and as Sir Astley Cooper was surgeon
to one of them and his glory was to operate, and I do not know
that I was absent from a single operation. Yet I never witnessed
such a prodigy as apparent fofal indifference to pain. I recollect a
sailor astonishing Sir Astley Cooper by not uttering the faintest
sound while his leg was taken off: but the man folded his arms
firmly together and his lips were firmly compressed. No one will
doubt the high courage of the Marquess of Anglesey. While his
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leg was amputated he uttered not a sound. A bystander might
have supposed that he felt no pain. - But the brother officer, whose
hand he held all the time, told a clergyman, a friend of mine, that
he never had such a squeeze in his life. Some who have uttered no
sound have held their own thigh during an amputation of the leg:
but then they could give silent vent to their sufferings by squeezing
the limb. Some, when under the surgeon’s hand, keep their jaws
or lips firmly closed, some sing, whistle, chatter, laugh, or smoke,
all the time, and thus find relief. I knew an old clergyman who
had senile gangrene of a toe, to which Sir Astley Cooper frequently
applied nitric acid, and he told me that, not liking to cry out and not
being able to swear, he always relieved himself in his agony by spout-
ing a sentence of the Philippics,—4& avdpes 'Abnvaio, &c. Savages,
criminals, and martyrs in different causes, have in all ages borne
torture bravely, defying pain. But then they have laughed, prayed,
sung, talked, or performed some other muscular motion: or, although
silent and still, would, I have no doubt, have betrayed to a good
observer some sign of suffering or determination in their breathing,
lips, closed jaws, or fixed look,—in acting strongly with some part
of their body. If a man has held his hand in the fire, he has held
it firmly. Dr. Barnes, of Tavistock Place, who was acting sur-
geon at Macquarie Harbour during 1826 and 1827, for nineteen
months, informs me that he saw in all 17,000 lashes given in that
penal settlement. The whip had a wooden handle a foot in length,
and nine lashes, each composed of two layers of whip-cord about a
yard and a quarter long, with nine post-boy’s knots towards the
end, and about two inches apart; the extreme point of each lash was
made firm with waxed thread. The culprit was bound arms and
legs to a post, and the number of each stroke called out by the
chief constable before the lash fell, and about three per minute were
given, so that a hundred lashes occupied a considerable time. Dr.
Barnes assures me of what every rational man would anticipate,—
that no good ever resulted from these disgusting, disgraceful barba-
rities. The spirit of the tortured person was broken, and he was
rendered reckless for ever. As it is a point of reputation with
the convicts to appear to despise the torture, and numbers of them
are the most daring, determined, and courageous of men, he con-
tinually witnessed the absence of all exclamation: but in every
instance something was noticeable which disclosed suffering or deter-
mination,—the shoulders were generally kept raised, shewing the
strong action of the surrounding muscles,—or perhaps a bullet in the
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mouth was found afterwards flattened out to the thinness of a
wafer by the action of the jaw.

In an account which Dr. Barnes has kindly written for me of some
of these cases, he remarks: ¢ Although those men, by a species of
false pride, would endeavour to shew what they termed a manly
spirit, and bear unflinchingly that most dreadful torture, without
calling out or making any demonstration of bodily suffering by the
writhing of the trunk, limbs, or muscles of the countenance,—
yet in every instance when punishment was inflicted, the culprit
evidently prepared himself to bear up against it, by placing himself
in a particular position; for instance, the kands grasped firmly the
halberts, the dack was curved and the shoulders were raised, the
chest was emptied and the abdomen was drawn inwards, the breathing
was short and the pulse quickened.

“Thomas Hampden was flogged in June, 1827; he received
one hundred lashes, but did not evince any symptoms of pain; yet
the punishment was twice suspended during its infliction by my
directions, in consequence of the appearance of his countenance and
the state of his pulse. Water was applied to his lips, and, although
he told the constable he did not require any, yet he drank greedily.
When the punishment was complete and the prisoner was released,
he threw his shirt carelessly over his shoulders and went to his
barracks, and in a boasting manner said his back would not require
the doctor; and in order to carry out his principles he went to his
labour daily, without availing himself of the privilege which the
sick-list afforded of giving rest till his back was healed.

“¢This man, when in the hospital subsequently with fever, told
me the torture produced by the lash was like boiling water poured
constantly on the back; and that nothing but the fear of being de-
rided by his fellow-convicts could prevent a man from shewing his
feelings.” His sufferings were, however, shewn by the signs of the
determination necessary in all the instances to bear up under them.

I do not believe that any person in an ordinary state could bear
so severe an operation as amputation of the thigh without making
some muscular effort visible to a good observer, or evidencing pain
by a look, the condition of his lips or breathing, or by something
else inconsistent with the perfect motionlessness and universal relax-
ation, the perfect placidity of countenance, the perfect regularity of
breathing, in short, the perfect absence of all expression, not to
say of suffering, but of determination,—of firmness, that was so
remarkable in Wombell. His aspect, during the whole time, was

B
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that of a person in a sound and beautifully placid sleep, with the
lips, I understand, slightly open: ¢the placid look of his counte-
nance never changed for an instant; his whole frame rested uncon-
trolled in perfect stillness and repose; not a muscle or nerve was
seen to twitch.” The low moaning was, as I have already stated,
not correspondent with the course of the operation,—did not occur
with any relation to moments when this gave the greatest cause for
pain, but seemed totally uninfluenced by the proceedings of the
operator; and was not induced or increased even by the severe treat-
ment of the end of the sciatic nerve. It gave all present the idea
that the man was dreaming unpleasantly. He made no boast
afterwards that the pain had been nothing,—a very trifle to bear:
but declared he had felt zo pain at all, for he had not known that
the operation was performing. His first exclamation, not made the
moment he awoke, as if he had meant to say something striking,
but after he had looked about in surprise,—a circumstance so in
accordance with what mesmerists always observe when any change
in external circumstances has occurred during the state of the
patient,—was, ‘I bless the Lord to find it’s all over,”—an exclama-
tion shewing no disposition to make the bystanders believe he was a
brave hand at bearing pain. Every thing, in short, proves the
reality of the case to those who are not the prey of that cruel
disease—prejudice.

Suppose, however, that Mr. Alcock, or any of the opponents of
the evening, had observed patients during operations with sufficient
minuteness to Anow that they made no muscular effort whatever
and shewed no expression of pain or determination, but remained
all the time in silence, as calmly breathing, as motionless and uni-
versally relaxed, with as equally unchanged a placidity of counte-
nance, as this man, all that would amount to nothing, unless, in
addition to the operation, a poinfed instrument had been roughly
poked against the divided end of some large nerve and the same
undisturbed state of the whole person had continued as in this man.
The divided end of his sciatic nerve was not merely brushed roughly
with a sponge, and pinched, but poked with the points of a forceps,
and he gave no sign of suffering ! Not one opponent on the score
of firmness all the evening alluded to this, any more than to the
astonishing improvement in the man’s sleep, and looks, and health,
after being mesmerised !

Dr. James JorNsON, the reviewer, and another doctor whose
name I hear was Truman, followed in the same strain with the
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preceding speakers. Dr. Johnson added that he would not have
believed the facts mentioned in the paper had he witnessed them
himself. When a man has reached this point of intellect, the
sooner he shuts his eyes and retires from this wondrous scene into
utter darkness the better. Dr. Truman talked rapidly and con-
fusedly against mesmerism without any argument and with a total
ignorance of the subject, that led him into ridiculous statements,
which Mr. Symes corrected: he attempted to speak a second time in
the course of the evening, and politely believed that the man was
prepared for the occasion and designed as a great card by the
mesmerists; but the meeting loudly refused to hear him.

Dr. MarsnALL HALL, some years ago, when my Demonstrations
went on at University College Hospital, called mesmerism ¢ tram-
pery” that < polluted the temple of science;”’* and now, being, ke
all the other opponent speakers, totally ignorant of the subject, and
glorying in his ignorance, very consistently considered the present
case to be one of imposition, because the poor man’s sound leg did
not start or contract while the diseased leg was amputated! The
case, he said, ““ proved too muck, or rather flatly contradicted itself,”
because the sound leg did not contract when the diseased one was
cut. He asserted that, “in cases of insensibility in brutes, from
intercourse of any portion with the brain being stopped by division
of the spinal chord, or from absolute decapitation, or from stunning by
a blow upon the head, such an injury of an insensible leg as pricking
it with any thing, lacerating, or cutting,—such an injury for instance
as plunging a sharp instrument into the muscles,” (I sat next to
Dr. M. Hall and those were his very words), * invariably causes
both legs to contract; and, unless man differs from all other animals,
the same must take place in the human being; and, as this man
did not move his otker leg,—did not enact the reflex motions, he was
no physiologist.” Had he been such a physiologist as Dr. Marshall
Hall and read about the reflex motions, ‘he would have known
better, and would have moved the other leg,—and enacted the reflex
motions.” The ignorant man! Dr. Marshall Hall’s right leg would
have moved most physiologically, if a surgeon had plunged a knife
into his left! It was very silly of the man not to allow his sound
leg to start, nor his diseased leg, nor any part of his frame. But
a horse has been just as silly, just ““as bad a physiologist,” and
has just as ** flatly contradicted itself,”” by not ¢enacting the reflex

* Lectures in Webb-street, Borough—Lancet Oct. 28, 1837. p. 42.
B2
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motions.” ‘A horse was struck with the pole-axe over the anterior
lobes of the brain. It fell instantly, as if struck with a thunder-
bolt; it was convulsed, and then remained motionless. It shortly
began to breathe, and continued to breathe freely by the diaphragm.
When lacerated or pricked with a sharp pointed instrument, as a
pin or nail, on any part of the face or surface of the body, it was
totally motionless, manifesting no evidence of sensation or volition.”
In another account it is said, ‘deep lacerations” of these parts
produced no movement of any kind, nor any infliction on the skin
by “a pin or other pointed instrument.” Now this I quote against
Dr. Marshall Hall on authority considered by Dr. Marshall Hall
at least equal to any in the world,—equal to his own. But whose
can this be? Can there be an authority equal to Dr. Marshall
Hall’s? It is Dr. Marshall Hall himself!* Dr. Marshall Hall in
print, against Dr. Marshall Hall in debate! Dr. Marshall Hall in
print proving too much, or rather flatly contradicting Dr. Marshall
Hall in debate! But Dr. Marshall Hall in print is quite right.

The other extremity may move, but it may not. I cut off
the heads of some frogs, and, in the presence of Professor Wheat-
stone of King’s College, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Symes, and Mr.
Wood, pinched the toes of one leg with the forceps; the leg
contracted, but the other leg was still. I repeated the experi-
ment twenty times, and, in almost every instance, the same leg
only contracted; once or twice the other leg contracted, but it
was when general contractions of the whole mass of the frog took
place. I repeatedly pinched the muscles of the thigh, and they
alone contracted, the other extremity being invariably unaffected.
Provoking frogs! Why did you not contract your other leg?
Impostors! You little thought you ¢ proved too much”—for Dr.
Marshall Hall; and yet you were but like some other unphysiological
frogs. For Dr. Marshall Hall says that, if, when he divides the
spinal chord in frogs just below the occiput, so that the creatures
remain motionless, he then pricks or pinches the toes, ‘‘there is
no movement at first, but soon distinct movements take place, and
generally retractions of the limd!!” not limbs.+ Mr. Ward states,
in the Nottingham Journal for December 30th of last year, in an-
swer to a very silly letter by a young surgeon at Nottingham, that

* On the Diseases and Derangements of the Nervous System, by Marshall
Hall, M.D. F.R.S., p. 8. 1841. Lectures on the Nervous System. By the
same. p. 21.

t On the Diseases, &c. p. 6.
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he has made the same experiment with the same result upon a
rabbit. “Having knocked one rabbit down, it at first lay motionless,
as if dead from the shock; it then shewed all signs of life by
breathing tolerably freely. With a pin I deeply pricked first one
limb and then the other,—and invariably the one I pricked was
retracted, the other lying motionless. Such results have followed
other experiments.”” If, as many have asserted respecting the
rogue whose leg was amputated by Mr. Ward, an enquiry were to
be cautiously made, there can be no question that we should learn
the rabbit’s motives for not contracting its other leg. It no doubt
had its reasons. It no doubt hoped for future favours from the
surrounding nobility and gentry. It was no doubt well *trained,”
and its case ““designed as a great card by the mesmerists.” It no
doubt had been bribed. You little rogue, you little knew you were
< proving too much”—for Dr. Marshall Hall. You were ignorantly
quiet; but were also spitefully quiet. Why did you not, like the
wise young surgeon of Nottingham, stir for Dr. Marshall Hall ?
Malicious animal! was it not enough that the man’s case proved too
much—for Dr. Marshall Hall?* And yet you were not so bad as

* To expose the miserable shifts to which Dr. Hall condescends to
have recourse rather than own himself wrong, I must state that Mr.
Ward in his quotation from Dr. Hall's book, made by myself in the last
page, omitted the words, ‘“as a pin or a NAIL,” after the words, ‘when
lacerated by a sharp or pointed INSTRUMENT.”” The question was not with
what sharp or pointed instrument the laceration was made, but whether
the part was pricked or lacerated with a sharp or pointed INSTRUMENT. Of
so little importance did Dr. Hall consider it that, in relating his experiments
on the frogs, he employed neither a nail nor pin, but ¢ pricked and pinched
the toes with the probe or forceps.” 1In the society he considered the expe-
riment fairly made, when an amputating knife was plunged into the thigh of
the man operated upon.” 1In another relation of the experiment upon the
horse in another book, Dr. Hall, we have seen, is not particular about the
instrument, but says  pin or other pointed instrument.”” Yet Dr, Hall pub-
lished a letter in the Nottingham Journal for February 3, asserting that the
apparent discrepancy between his written and oral statements of experi-
ments arose entirely from Mr. Ward’s omission of two words in quoting
him. He most wilily does not say what the words are, so that one would
suppose they were of great importance; whereas they are not of the slight-
est, and in the society he spoke of any sort of wound of the insensible leg.
In the next newspaper (February 10), Mr. Ward requests him to point out
what words of importance were omitted. But Dr. Hall was again wily,
and in a short letter to the editor did not point out the words, but merely
repeated that there was the omission,—a proceeding calculated to make an
impression and screen himself. He knows well that, if a laceration of the
surface by a nail would not cause reflex motions, his assertion in the society
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one of Dr. Hall’s patients. You did move your pricked leg, though
that only; but a comatose patient into whose cheek, hand, and
thigh Dr. Hall ran a pin very deeply, he says, made not a single
muscle move on either side.*

must fall to the ground; and he does say, in both the Works already
quoted, that deep lacerations, and therefore superficial ones also, for these
cannot be avoided, with a nail in the struck horse, had no effect of any
sort. He knew well that, in his printed accounts, his purpose was to shew
that a laceration, a wound, a pinch, to produce the reflex motions, must be
made on certain parts, for instance the toes, eyelids, and that a straw might
suffice ; and that the other parts, for instance the body and portions of the
extremities nearer the body, possessed no such impressibility. Again; in
no part of his printed accounts does he recite any experiments with knives;
all his experiments were made with pins, nails, probes, a forceps, or straws ;
and thus, when it is pretended that, in saying the man’s leg should have
moved if man is not unlike every other animal, he meant because other ani-
mals moved when a palsied leg was cut with a knife, and that therefore
Mr. Ward should have cut the rabbit’s leg with a knife, I maintain that
this is unfair,—that Dr. Hall, referring to his own experiments, and never
having used a knife, made the assertion in regard to simple wounding,
—no matter with what sharp ¢ instrument.”

Equally miserable is the attempt of the young Nottingham surgeon, in a
second letter, equally silly, heartless, and discreditable with the first. He
declares that Mr. Ward’s experiment does not bear upon the question, be-
cause this gentleman ¢ pEEPLY pricked”” the muscles of a rabbit’s leg, instead
of making the experiment ‘‘ upon the foot or upon some incident nerve ex-
panded on the foot,” ‘“muscular fibres having no incident nerves, and not
reflex or excito-motor, at all.” Why, Dr, Marshall Hall considered in the
society that, when Mr. Ward plunged the knife into the muscles of the man’s
thigh, just as Mr. Ward plunged the pin into the rabbit’s thigh, the experi-
ment was fairly made; for he said that the man’s other leg ought then to
have moved. Besides, though the pin went deeply into the muscles, it
pierced the surfuce first ; and not only was the skin, but the proper nerves
of the reflex function, wounded by Mr. Ward, since reflex motions actually
resulted from his pricking, though, unfortunately for Dr. Hall, in only the leg
pricked ;—the * pin’’ used by Dr. Hall to lacerate the horse, without causing
movements, and on which Dr. Hall and his young disciples would lay so
much stress to explain the absence of movements, was used by Mr. Ward to
prick the rabbit, and did cause movements, but unluckily in only the pricked
leg. The experiment was therefore perfect ; no matter what was the instru-
ment, or what the part,—reflex movements were produced, but only in one
leg. I have however notonly run a needle and a knife into the thighs
and legs of headless frogs, and amputated them, without any effect, but
pinched the toes with a forceps, and yet the other leg was almost always
motionless.

Poor Mr. Wakley, not contented with the displays of medical science

* Lancet, Feb, 10, 1833, p. 685.
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I should have thought it more likely for the man’s cut leg to
have moved than the other. If Dr. Marshall Hall, after meditating
upon his “reflex” glories till he lost himself, and lay in his arm-
chair in ecstacy, were to have his knuckles rapped, I engage to say
that the hand rapped would be the one to move and be shaken in
the air, and ‘“ enact the reflex motions,” so that all the bystanders
would see on which hand he was rapped. The poor man at Wellow
made not the slightest movement of eitker leg! The operation was
like an amputation on a powerless dead body.

For the general reader, I will give a short account of the sub-
ject of movements produced by irritating animals whose heads have
been cut off, or deprived of nervous communication with the portions
irritated.

, In 1663, Boyle stated that the bodies of vipers, deprived of

their head, would move on being irritated.* Redi, an Italian phy-
sician, found, in 1684, that, after cutting off the head of a tortoise,
the legs moved whenever they were pricked.t+ Dr. Whytt, the justly
celebrated physiologist and physician of Edinburgh, discovered, in
1745, that, if the toes of the hind feet of a decapitated frog are
irritated, after ten or fifteen minutes have elapsed subsequently to
the decapitation, the feet are drawn up to the body; if one of the
legs is pulled down from the body and kept extended, no sooner are
the toes of this foot wounded, than the leg is drawn up to the body
as before: ‘“he also noticed that, though the muscles of the thigh
were contracted when pricked or cut, neither they nor the neigh-
bouring muscles were nearly so strongly convulsed as when the toes
were wounded;” and that, if the spinal chord of the decapitated
frog is first destroyed with a red-hot wire, none of these effects
result.§ He illustrates the subject by very numerous instances of
movements so excited apparently without our will or consciousness,

which he makes at inquests and which are the richest of my newspaper
treats, goes about telling persons not medical, with the most scientific air,
that the case at Wellow was proved to be an imposition by a scientific point :
and yet, in the Lancet, for August 18, 1830, he published an interesting case
as genuine, on the authority of Dr. Imray, of fits of catalepsy and insen-
sibility, in one of which, during cupping, the spirits of wine ran about the
young lady’s neck and caught fire, without any movement occurring to in-
dicate there was sensation or reflex function !

* Uscfulness of Natural Philosophy. Part ii. Essay i. 1663.

t Observazioni intorno agli animali viventi. p. 210. 1684.

{ Observations on Irritability. Sect. iv. Part 4.

§ Same book, sec. ii.



24

and he generalised the facts of the subject beautifully. Sir Gil-
bert Blane, in 1788, cut off the heads or divided the spinal chords
of kittens, and found their hind legs shrink from the touch of
a hot wire applied to the hind paws; and the tail to move when
irritated, even if the chord was divided below the last lumbar
vertebra.* In 1812, a French vivisector, Dr. Le Gallois, divided
the trunk of a frog into transverse pieces, and found that each, as it
possessed its portion of spinal chord, moved when irritated.+ Nay,
Dr. Macartney found that if the eye is taken out of an animal and
light suddenly admitted upon its nerve of sensation,—the retina, the
iris contracts.} But, many years after Whytt, a German physician,
named Prochaska, entered, in 1784, largely into the subject, and
urged that there were nerves to receive and convey the impression,
and nerves to excite the consequent motion, and he termed this their
operation ‘“the REFLEXION of sensory impressions into motor.”|}
Dr. Marshall Hall has taken up the subject with such eagerness,
and written upon it so repeatedly after his first publication in 1833,§
that, in his ludicrously uncontrollable and never flagging appetite for
notoriety, he would have the world believe him to be a discoverer
in the subject, has passed over (as in the case of Prochaska, till he
was exposed) or been most unjust to his predecessors, has made
incorrect statements, and, though he has the merit of forcing atten-
tion to the subject, he has succeeded in forcing far more to himself,
comparing himself at last to Harvey, who, in his disgust with the
world, would not have given his manuscript on Generation to it, but
for being entreated by Ent to forgive it and not to deprive it of
what would be useful,—when he benevolently relented.q] The follow-

® Select Dissertations, p. 262. 1822,

t Sur le Principe de la Vie.

3 Report of the third meeting of the British Association, 1834. p. 53.

|| Commentatio de Functionibus Systematis Nervosi, cap. iv. printed 1784,
Opera minora, pars. ii. Vienna 1800. He even points out the portion of the
nervous system which he conceives to receive and then reflect the impression
to the muscles ; viz., the oblong and all the spinal marrow, and the crura
and thalami of the brain. p. 153.

§ Philosophical Transactions, 1833.

9 Those who are desirous will see a full exposure of Dr. Marshall Hall’s
false claims and injustice to other authors, in the London Medical Gazette for
April 7, 14, 21, 28, & May 5, and Lancet for April 28, 1838. Mr. Mayo, who
has devoted great attention to the nerves, thus expresses his opinion of Dr.
Marshall Hall’s claims on the subject : ¢ Dr. Marshall Hall has given the good
name of reflex function to this circle of impression and action, and has added
one or two additional facts in illustration of the principle.” The Nervous
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ing passage from Sir Gilbert Blane’s Select Dissertations, p. 262,
printed in 1822, should be seen by those unread persons who vaunt

System and its Functions, p. 50. 1842. As to the good name, we see that
Prochaska had called the operation ¢ the reflexion of sensory impression into
motor.” p. 154-5-6-7. All these statements gratify me as confirming the
opinion to which I painfully and dispassidnately came when studying the
subject for the part of my Human Physiology which I published in 1837,
P. 495 and following. ¢ Now really the whole truth appears to be what is
well known, that an impression made upon ary nerve of sensation, or, what
is the same thing, upon any part endowed with sensibility, may induce
action of any voluntary muscles calculated to remove it if disagreeable, or
to be useful in some way to the individual, even though the brain be pre-
vented from perceiving the impression,—from having a sensation from the
impression. The impression need not be upon nerves running to the part of
the encephalo-spinal organs, where the roots lie, of the motor nerves excited,
for a sharp pinch of the toe will not merely make a man draw away his foot,
but raise his arms, make a face and halloo into the bargain, whether he is
asleep or awake. Tickling the sentient twigs of the fifth pair, the eyelid,
and cornea, is not requisite to cause winking; if by the optic nerve, one
not included in Dr. M. Hall’s excito-motory class, we see & finger suddenly
approach the eye, instinctive, involuntary winking will as certainly occur.
Winking will occur if a strong light is suddenly admitted through the lids to
the retina of a person asleep. The sun’s glare upon the retina will excite sneez-
ing. Not only are sneezing, vomiting, sobbing, mentioned as acts of this sys-
tem, but even deglutition, which is declared always to be of this nature, and
always to require the presence of some stimulus to the sensible nerves of the
pharynx, itbeing ¢ impossible to perform the act of swallowing three or four
times in rapid succession, without taking something into the mouth.” Now if
deglutition is always an excited act,—to use this gentleman’s peculiar lan-
guage,—is always produced involuntarily by an impression on the pharynx,
it must be as impossible once or twice, without taking something into the
mouth, as three or four times, and slowly as rapidly. I bowever can
swallow with nothing in my mouth in rapid succession, as readily as with
something, and above fifty times : that is to say, till the muscles are fatigued.
If swallowing is instinctive when anything reaches the pharynx, so is the
act of opening the mouth when a sugar-plum is offered to the eyes of a
baby : and indeed the various movements of the extremities, head, and
trunk, which naturally are performed on various circumstances presenting
themselves, are just as instinctive; and we have only ta observe the move-
ments of other animals, especially of those most like ourselves, and above
all of monkeys, to see how instinctive our voluntary actions are when we
are most apt to regard them as determined by our reflection. We contract
all voluntary muscles either simply because we think proper, as when we
cough at the request of another, or because a strong motive is given, as
when we withdraw the hand from anything hot; and the latter is only such
" an instance as swallowing, coughing, winking, &c., when food is in the
pharynx, phlegm in the larynx, or strong light in the eyes. Certain sensa-
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his pretensions. < There are facts which shew that instinctive
actions, even in animals endowed with brain and nerves, do
not depend on sensation: 1 took a live kitten, a few days old, and
divided the spinal marrow, by cutting it across the neck. The hind
paws being then irritated by pricking them, and by touching them
with a hot wire, the muscles belonging to the posterior extremities
were thrown into irritation, so as to produce a shrinking from the
injury; the same effects were observed in another kitten, after the
head was entirely separated from the body. In repeating this expe-
riment, I found that when the spinal marrow was cut through
between the lumbar vertebree, and os sacrum, the posterior extre-
mities lost their irritability, but the part below it—the tail, retained
it.” ¢ In an acephalous monster, the like phenomena were observ-

tions excite a certain desire, and this may be too strong for us to overcome.
But according to the strength of mind will be the resistance to the strength
of the desire induced by the sensation. Some actions result from certain
sensations only, and we can neither perform some without these sensations,
nor when these sensations exist find it possible not to yield to the desire.
With some deglutition is not an act of this kind. But sneezing is with all.
I never knew a person able to sneeze at pleasure. To be induced to will
sneezing we must have a certain sensation. If our attention is drawn to
something else, though the irritating cause act, we do not feel the sensation
and do not sneeze. If the sensation is felt forcibly, the impulse may be too
strong for us to resist, and sneezing will be involuntary : and we can bring
ourselves to sneeze by attending closely to the sensation, and by increasing
it. I have often amused myself by looking more or less at the sun, or think-
ing more or less of tickling felt at the moment in the nostrils, and so in-
creasing and lessening the inclination to sneeze. Without the sensation
and a certain amount of it, the sneezing, no more than venereal convulsion
of the ejaculatores, takes place. At the same time the facts discovered by
Whytt and others show a connection between motion and impression inde-
pendent of the brain. But this is probably intended to assist the will in
exciting motions on the occurrence of impressions on individual parts; and
the impression may be so strong that the will may be compelled to determine
the motion, and this compulsion will be according to the strength of the
impression and the weakness of opposing motives and of the resolution to
resist the inclination, Nay, these facts shew that motion will occur when
the brain is removed and there can be no sensation. Yet when the brain
exists and in healthy force, that the will does co-operate with this local
excitement of nerves of voluntary motion by those of sensation, when we
might not be disposed to believe it, appears from the curious facts men-
tioned at pages 486—491, shewing that sensations may occur, and the will
may be exercised, almost unconsciously. While the brain exists and the
system is in health, these motions do not occur without will, or without
sensation should the will be overpowered.”
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able. It moved up its knees when the toes of its feet were tickled;
it performed the act of suction; passed urine and feeces and swal-
lowed food.” Let any one read Dr. Hall’s paper in the Philosophical

" Transactions, above ten years afterwards, when all this is printed as
original, without a single allusion to the names of Prochaska or
Blane, and consider which was the greater, Dr. Hall’s boldness in
sending the paper, or the council’s in printing it.

But, after all, Dr. Marshall Hall entirely mistakes the nature of
the man’s case. The man’s head had not been struck nor his spinal
chord divided. The stunned horse, the divided frogs, were para-
lysed solely because the former’s brain was overpowered, and the
latter’s wounded and pinched extremity had lost its communication
with the brain. But paralysis, insensibility, and loss of voluntary
motion may arise not only from inability ¢z the brain to receive im-
pressions brought to it or to will movement, or from the communi-
cation between it and parts impressed or parts to be moved being
interrupted, but may arise also from the parts themselves being in-
capacitated, however capable and entire the brain and its lines of
communication may remain. If the part itself is incapacitated, not
only cannot the brain obtain a sensation from it or excite a movement
in it, but impressions cannot be made upon it by pricking or lace-
rating or cutting, so that Dr. Marshall Hall would in vain prick, lace-
rate, cut, or stab it,—it would not ‘* enact the reflex motions.” This
is the case when the nerves in a part are palsied by cold, or opium,
or disease. The brain and spinal chord may be affected at the same
time; but that is not necessary, for the incapacity of the part itself
prevents both sensation and voluntary motion, and likewise impression
and reflex motion. Now this was the man’s state: but Dr. Marshall
Hall, glorying to remain ignorant of mesmerism, did not know it.
Even the exposed muscular fibres of the patient quivered *less than
usual;”’ nor was there the ordinary amount of retraction of the
muscles when divided: and, as the man had no power to impose in
these two points, Dr. Hall and the rest who speak of imposition
must with reference to them charge Mr. Ward the narrator with fabri-
cation. The stupefaction of mesmerism may be not in the brain or
chord only, but in the individual parts; just like the stupefaction
from exposure to cold which may stupify the brain, but, besides
this, stupefies each part. The mesmeriser may suspend or restore
not only one or more of the individual five senses, but also the sense
of touch in individual parts,—in an arm, a leg, or a finger. More
than this; he removes or restores not only feeling, but the simple
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senseless impressibility by which, if even the head is cut off, an
irritation of an extremity causes it to move,—causes the reflex func-
tion, or “reflexion of sensory impressions into motor,” to use
Prochaska’s two words, to be performed. He can locally, suspend
them all, as cold, or poison, or disease can locally suspend them all.
This was the state of the man. He was in a sleep more or less sound,
and more or less extensive through his brain; but his nerves of
feeling and will, and his nerves also of common impression and
automatic motion, or, in other words, his common reflex or excito-
motory nerves and their expansions were also asleep or stupified:
and therefore there could be no such movements as Dr. Marshall
Hall expected, any more than if the chord or nerves had been dis-
organised. But because there were none, because things did not
happen according to Dr. Hall’s notions, nature was wrong, not Dr.
Hall; the man was an impostor, not Dr. Hall’s fancies unfounded.
When the Strasburg doctors disputed on the stranger’s nose,—

¢ ¢ Nature accommodates herself to emergencies,” cried the oppo-
nents, ‘else what do you say to the case of but half a man, when
both his legs have been unfortunately shot off 7’

‘He dies of a plethora,” said they, ¢or must spit blood; and
in a fortnight or three weeks goes off in a consumption.’

¢ It happens otherwise,” replied the opponents.

« It ought not,’ said they.”*

Dr. Marshall Hall’s error,—the error of ignorance, but of
wilful ignorance,—was in supposing that the alleged insensibility
and motionlessness of the mesmeric state resulted from merely the
coma. Nay, these may take place without any coma whatever,
the person remaining wide awake. In many patients who have
been fully mesmerised on former occasions, you may affect an arm
only or a leg, causing it to become insensible, motionless, perhaps
rigid, unimpressionable to pinching, pricking, and cutting; and
without mesmerising the brain. Dr. Marshall Hall, while the
paper was read, had just heard that local effects without mesme-
rising the brain could be produced in this man. I then shewed
them,” says Mr. Topham, ““my power of affecting any one of his
limbs, even when ke was quite awake. At my request, he extended
his arms alternately. By making two or three passes over each,
without any contact, they became as rigid and unyielding as bars of
iron, not to be unbent except by mechanical force powerful enough

® Sterne.
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to \injure the limbs; and yet, instantly relaxing throughout, and
dropping to his side, from the effect of my breath alone. His right
leg was affected in the same degree; and immediate relief from
pain was frequently afforded, by making similar passes over the
diseased one.”

I suppose that, had not the blind foes of mesmerism learnt this
reflex operation from Whytt, and second-hand from others, they
would have accused every poor decapitated frog of some kind of im-
position upon its moving when pinched. THEIR ignorance would
have been 118 crime.

Mr. Travers, who was present but said nothing, could have re-
lated an instance in which he made Dr. Marshall Hall’s experiment
of pricking with a sharp instrument upon a man whose hands had
lost their feeling. At the request of Dr. Yelloly he pricked the
sensible skin of the ball of the thumb with a lancet-shaped couching
needle, down to the bone, with no result whatever: no feeling, no
starting of the otker hand, or of the same hand, took place.

But I will give the particulars of the case published by this very
Medical and Chirurgical Society, in 1812,* when Sir Astley Cooper,
Sir Walter Farquhar, Sir Henry Halford, Sir Evered Home, Drs.
Baillie, Bateman, Birkbeck, Marcet, Pemberton, Roget, Saunders,
and Yelloly, and Messrs. Abernethy and Cline, selected papers for
publication. It is detailed by Dr. Yelloly, and occurred

““In a Jamaica planter, 58 years old, whose mind and muscular
JSrame were unimpaired, but whose hands up to the wrists, and the
feet, half way up the leg, were perfectly insensible to any species of
injury, or cutting, pinching, scratching, or burning. He accidentally
put one of his feet into boiling water, but was no otherwise aware
of the high temperature than by finding the whole surface a complete
blister on removing it. No species of injury to a vesicated part, of
either hands or feet, was felt by him. The extremities were insensible
to electric sparks taken in every variety of mode. The cubital nerve,
where it passes the elbow, communicated the sensation produced by
Eressure or a blow only half way down the fore-arm.” < On putting

is hand, at the desire of a friend, into a pail of hot grains, which
his friend assured him were not too hot, and, to convince him of
this, previously thrust his hand and arm into it, there was a very
extensive vesication produced. His hands were never free from blis-
ters, which he got by inadvertently putting them too near the fire;
and he had met with several severe burns without being aware of it.
No degree of pressure was felt by him.”> To ascertain whether the
flesh as well as the surface was insensible, Mr. Travers passed a

* Vol. iii. page 90, and following.
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lancet-shaped couching needle into the ball of the thumb, down to
the bone. ““Not the least degree of pain, or even of sensation was
roduced.” (Neither did the other thumb start and contract, as Dr.
arshall Hall should think it ought, since he thinks Wombell’s other
leg ought to have moved.)

A case follows of a lady, about 40 years old, who had ‘“been
deprived for more than two years of the power of sensation in her
hands and feet. She was insensible to the effects of cutting instru-
ments or of burning coals applied to them. In one instance, when
she was employed in shaping a piece of wood with a knife, she
incautiously turned her eyes on some other object, and cut off the
end of the thumb of her left hand without perceiving the smallest
sense of pain.” (Nor did the other thumb start and contract any
more than the poor man’s sound leg when Mr. Ward cut off the
diseased. This gentleman and lady were as bad as, or worse, than
Mr. Topham’s poor man, because from their superior station the
should have known better than to sham antiphysiological factsg
¢ Although electricity produced very considerable contractions in
the musc%es of her arms down to her wrists, the effects of it in her
hands were scarcely perceptible. After two or three days, however,
she imagined that she was seunsible of some kind of sensation from
strong shocks.”

One of the Okeys, during her mesmeric state of ecstatic delirium,
though possessing full power in all her muscles, was insensible to
mechanical injury, burning, and electricity. The cylinders of the
electro-magnetic machine were held in her hand any length of time,
while the wheel was turned as rapidly as possible, without any
evidence of the slightest sensation, though no one else could hold
them for more than some seconds. She received the charge of a
large Leyden vial, and no effect was noticed. When asked what
she felt, she answered, in the former instance, I heard it go giggle,
giggle, giggle;”” and in the latter, *“I saw the light.”” At the
Adelaide Gallery I put the hands of a female in a state of sleep-
waking, who had not been there before, upon the electrical eel near
the head and tail, and she took no mnotice, though I felt a very
slight movement of her arms, which nobody else could remark.
Now the shock of the eel made very many jump. When I was not
present, I know for certain that she received at once the charge of
six Leyden jars, each sixteen inches high and eight wide, without
evidencing sensation. But, because the condition of Elizabeth Okey,
and of this young woman, was induced by mesmerism, it was feigned;
as though there was more evidence of reality, or could be more evi-
dence of reality, in the other cases than in these.
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A third case is annexed, taken from the Philosophie Zoologique
of Lamark.

“A man of 50 years of age, had for 14 years the right arm
completely insensible. The limb, nevertheless, preserved its activity,
size, and power. On the accident occurring, of a boil upon it, there
were heat, swelling, and redness produced in the parts, but no pain,
even when it was pressed. During his work, he happened to break
the bones of his fore-arm, at about a third of theirlength from the
wrist. As he only felt a crash (craquement),” (crunching of the
impostor!) ¢ he thought he had only broken the shovel he had in
his hand; but it was sound, and he could only discover his accident
by being unable to continue his work. The following day, the arm,
at the fractured part, was puffed up; the temperature of the fore-
arm and hand was increases, but the patient experienced no degree
of pain, even during the extension necessary to reduce the fracture.”

Now in these cases published by this very Medical and Chirur-
gical Society, when things calculated to make a strong impression
were applied to one extremity, not a word is said about the other
starting; and of course neither the one nor the other started, or it
would have struck the patients and the bystanders, and have been
mentioned and regarded as a proof that the patients felt. No ““reflex
movements” were * enacted.”

The society believes these cases; but refuses belief when the
loss of impressibility occurs in the mesmeric state! insensibility and
unimpressibility are then impossible, and proofs of imposture! proofs
that mesmerism is untrue: and Sir Benjamin Brodie, as I shall
presently tell, comes down to the society, sneers at the poor man
and the gentlemen who witnessed the facts, and then walks out of
the room in perfect satisfaction with his own sagacity and authority.

Mr. Woop, who had assisted at Mr. Ward’s amputation, vouched
for the accuracy of the whole account of it, and urged that all the
proof possible in such a case was afforded,—the absence of all sign
of pain and resistance to the expression of pain, and the patient’s
declaration that he had felt no pain. What more proof was there
in the cases just extracted from the Transactions of the Society? None.
And the society admitted the reality of those cases without hesitation.

Mr. Liston, also, who, with the whole set to which he belongs,
has hitherto scoffed at mesmerism as humbug and mesmerists as
tom-fools, could, according to Mr. Wakley, have related an ex-
periment which he made, like Mr. Travers, to test a case of
similar insensibility,—and a case still more similar to mesmeric
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cases, in as far as the insensibility was not permanent but occa-
sional, and united with catalepsy. The Lancet for May 22, 1830,
gives a report of a clinical lecture, delivered in the University of
Edinburgh, by Dr. Duncan, upon the case of a young woman who
had for a short time been subject to seizures of perfect insensibility
and catalepsy; “her limbs, on the application of force, yielded” no
more readily, however, than lead would, ¢‘inwhatever direction they
were bent; and, when the force was withdrawn, remaining motion-
less and without tremor, like bars of lead, in whatever position they
were placed, no matter how painful under ordinary circumstances, or
how contrary to the ordinary laws of gravitation.” The poor crea-
ture’s case was perfectly real; but, because some were so ignorant
of medical science as to be unacquainted with the features of such
an affection, she was suspected of imposition.

The following is Mr. Wakley’s report of Dr. Duncan’s account
of the experiment: ‘ We cannot avoid noticing, and we do so with
feelings of the most unmixed disgust, an unmanly, wanton, and
barbarous experiment, practised on this unfortunate patient by an
individual, unconnected, we are happy to add, with the department
of clinical medicine” (as distinguished from clinical surgery). < It
will scarcely be credited, but nevertheless it is strictly true, that
during a paroxysm of insensibility, the person to whom we allude,
tore with his nails two separate pieces of skin from the hand of the
patient. She was not aware of the cruel and unwarrantable experi-
ment at the time, but she felt the effects in the intervals very
acutely. It is satisfactory, however, to know that but one feeling
of the most unequivocal reprobation pervaded teachers and pupils at
this inhuman and unprofessional act.” Dr. Duncan hints only that
it was a surgeon. Mr. Wakley declares the surgeon was Mr. Liston;
for, in the index is this reference to the two pages in which the
experiment is related:—

“ListoN, Mr., inhuman experiment by, pp. 278. 281.”

Yet it is impossible not to think the statement erroneous, be-
cause Mr. Wakley and Mr. Liston are now inseparable friends, and
Mr. Wakley has placed his son under Mr. Liston. There, how-
ever, stands the accusation in the index to Lancet, May 22, 1830,
p- 278, vol. 18.

In this variation of Mr. Travers’s experiment, the injury being
committed by laceration with the nail, instead of pricking to the
bone with a strong needle, there was no starting of the other hand,
nor of the same hand; had such a thing happened, it would have
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been gladly proclaimed by the tender experimenter, if Mr. Liston was
the perpetrator, (and for that we have only Mr Wakley’s assertion, ) for
I read the case, with Dr. Duncan’s remarks, aloud, from my Human

Physiology, p.47, and he was sitting on an adjoining bench, but opened
not his mouth. Nay, Mr. Liston himself describes a case in the Edin-
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal for April 1829, of a gentleman, a
patient of his own, who lost his sense of touch over nearly the whole

surface of the body, so that he could feel with nothing but his

mouth, though he walked and talked, and heard, and saw, and en-
joyed life; and also through the deep-seated muscles, tendons, and

ligaments, so that, when Mr. Liston cut away one of the bones of his

foot, he “ felt no pain whatever,” and he added, “nor would I now,

I am convinced, were you to dissect the whole foot.”” Not only did

the limb operated upon not move, but the other evidently was un-

moved likewise. Mr. Liston ought to have mentioned this fact in
the society, and now ought to tell it to Mr. Wakley. If such
things take place without mesmerism, experience only can settle
whether they may take place through mesmerism. They may.

But in the insensibility of a perfect fit of epilepsy, when at its
highest intensity, we have the same insusceptibility of pain,—the
patient may be scratched, pricked, pinched, cut, even in his hands,
something sharp be thrust under his nail, and yet no sign of feeling
will appear,—the limb will not move; nor will the opposite limb,
even to please Dr. Marshall Hall: and yet in perhaps five minutes,
the state shall have passed,—the patient be susceptible of all impres-
sions and perfectly himself again.

Dr. Marshall Hall continued to display his want of information.
*“What,” he argued, ‘““said the patient! Why that he heard the
sawing of the thigh bone which is unendowed with sensibility; but
he was insensible to the contusion of the sciatic nerve whose sen-
sibility is extreme. What physiologist could believe such an
absurdity?”” Now I should think that an impostor would have said
nothing about having heard any sound,—would have said nothing
about having ““ once felt as if he heard a kind of erunching,” which
words were what he really did say, for he uttered nothing about
either bone or sawing. He would have declared he had positively
heard,—known, nothing. Neither would an impostor have shewn
he had any hearing by always waking oun any attempt to converse
with him; but would have always pretended to be as deaf as a post.
Yet he always awoke by attempts to converse with him, whereas he
did not awake when pricked or violently pinched, even in his dis-

c
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eased leg, which in his waking state ‘could not bear the lightest
covering to rest upon it.” An impostor would not have always
shammed so very stupidly. Yet these points struck none of the
objectors: or at least were not alluded to. The objectors were too
dull, or too wily, or too much hurried by their passions, to re-
flect soberly. As a lecturing physician, Dr. Marshall Hall should
have known that, in those extraordinary cases of somnambulism
which nobody disputes, and which have been seen in all ages and
countries, and are not very uncommon, and are independent of mes-
merism, though the person be asleep, his eyes perhaps shut, his
breathing heavy, and his head occasionally nodding, he will go
about and do many things and do them well,—work, write, compose,
may feel, may be awakened by cold air or water, and yet hear
nothing, not even the firing of a pistol; and that, on the other
hand, he may bear pinching and pricking without sensation, and yet
hear and converse with you, perhaps hear far more acutely than
when awake: in short, that, the sleep being partial, —affecting some
nerves and some cerebral organ or organs, and not others, and affect-
ing in various degrees those it does affect, there is an endless variety
of phenomena.

In common coma, of the deeper kind and fatal, the patient may
feel acutely, though otherwise completely insensible. I was sent for
a short time ago to a patient who was a medical man and in this
very condition. Unfortunately it was the afternoon and I was out, so
that I did not see him; but Dr. Barnes, who kindly supplied me
_ with the facts of the convicts, has furnished me with the particulars.
The patient was thirty-two years of age, was accidentally knocked
down on the head with a bar of iron in Regent Street while return-
ing from a surgeon who had passed an instrument up the urethra,
which operation was followed as he went home by a flow of blood.
Ischuria ensued, and coma, which after twenty-four hours terminated
his existence. ‘ The pulse ceased to be felt at the wrist twenty hours
before death; at that time and continuously till he died, a very
copious perspiration bedewed the whole body—the hands and feet
were icy cold. About two hours before dissolution the temperature
of these parts rose considerably; the pupil was now slightly dilated
and the tunica conjunctiva became infiltrated with a dark fluid,
giving a peculiar carbonaceous appearance to the white part of the
eyes: there was no urine in the bladder. The most remarkable
feature in this case was the extraordinary sensibility of the entire
surface of the body to very slight external impressions; the parts
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most  so were the lower extremities. Now, although the patient
was perfectly unconscious of passing events, ke could not be roused
tn the slightest degree by speaking loud or by bawling in the ears,
ke was unable to swallow the smallest particle of food, he had ster-
torous breathing ; yet, if the hand was placed over his thigh, (even
on the outside the bed-clothes,) and the part gently squeezed, the
ntuscles of the countenance would immediately contract and betray
intense agony, and a most piteous groan would eseape kis lips at the
same time. This condition continued to increase until he died. The
sensibility was seemingly as great a few minutes before he died as it
was some hours before: so extraordinary was this morbid sensi-
bility, that to attempt to turn the individual in bed,—to elevate his
head on the pillow, or to touch the surface of the body on any part,
appeared to excite the greatest possible torture. I remained with
this individual twelve hours before his demise, and continued to
witness this phenomenon at least fifty times.”

Mr. Carstairs of Sheffield informs me that, in several instances
of deep mesmeric coma induced by him, the person has heard the
slightest whisper, inaudible to the bystanders, and some of the
other senses, particularly that of smell, have also been rendered
more acute than in the natural state. '

Dr. Hall should have known that mesmerism produces no pheno-
menon that does mot occur in nervous affections without mesmerism,
as I often stated in the theatre of University College Hospital, but
that it does produce all the most wonderful phenomena of all affec-
tions of every portion of the mervous system; and that the torpor
or somnambulism or sleep-waking, which it prodaces, is that which
oceurs in trances, as the deepest form of singular sleep, with very
- moderate cerebral activity, at one extreme, and that of persons in
extatic delirium at the other, in which most of the faculties are
very active, many perhaps far more active than when in the natural
state, and only some faculties torpid, and these perhaps but par-
tially torpid, so that, while the patient may be very talkative, clever,
and facetious, he may be divested of his usual proper reserve and
even of all sense of propriety and really be in & new waking state.
I shall .in the next chapter detail cases of surgical operations in
which the patients, in this peculiar sleep felt nothing, and conversed
all the time with the operator. 1 purpose to enter more fully upon
the curious subject of sleep-waking when controverting Sir Benjamin
Brodie.

Dr. Georce Burrows expressed his doubts of the reality of

c2
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the case because of the man saying he fancied he heard something
in his sleep. He would not have found any difficulty had he made
himself acquainted with the subject of sleep-waking, whether spon-
taneous or mesmeric, as he and every other teacher should have
done long ago.

Another surgeon now rose,—S1rR BENJAMIN Brobie,—whom
I never saw in the society before except during his period of presi-
dency, and who, soon after he had spoken what he came to say,
seemed to consider that he had settled the matter, and left before
the close of the meeting and before I could reply to him. Like all
the opponents of the evening he entirely passed over the comfortable
nights, the return of the appetite, and the improved appearance of
the poor man by mesmerism. He used the argument of the other
surgeons, Messrs. Coulson, Blake, and Alcock. My answer to it I
need not repeat. But he did more: he supplied a defect of which I
have complained,—the want of reference to a case in which, as in
this, a nerve was probed; for he described a case brought up in that
respect to an equality with the present, and he at the same time
most singularly supplied a strong argument against himself and his
coadjutors. He related an instance of operation for hernia,—an
operation not to be compared for pain to the amputation of a thigh,
—in which his patient evinced no sign of feeling, though I have no
doubt a minute observer, not engaged in operating, would have
discovered some;* .the surgeon was therefore tempted to test him,
and touched the divided end of a small nerve which happened to be
exposed,—a nerve probably at the most but one-eighth of the size
of the great sciatic nerve touched so freely in the man whose leg
was amputated. Of course I expected to hear that, like the man
at Wellow, this patient still gave no signs of feeling. But he did,—
he instantly gave signs of acute pain! This was not the hit'of a
sagacious opponent. Sir Benjamin Brodie deserves and has my
best thanks for making this case known, and arguing so well for the
insensibility of the poor man at Wellow.

His next argument was, that some people really do not seem
susceptible of pain;—cannot in fact be made, or scarcely be made,
to understand what pain is. Sir Thomas Hardy, he added, was
one of these. I hear it doubted whether Sir B. Brodie has sufficient
ground for this assertion. But this is altogether unimportant, for

* It is said on very good authority that this patient was Dr. Holland,
and that he declares he did feel pretty acutely, but concealed it as much as
possible by not crying out. Whether or not this is true is unimportant.
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the poor man at Wellow was susceptible of pain, He could bear
his pain in no other than a sitting posture; had slept before he was
mesmerised but two hours in seventy from his pain; would shed
tears from his pain; could not bear except in the mesmeric state the
lightest covering on his knee for his pain; and was awakened, even
from mesmeric coma when this was not deepened by the fingers
held on the eyes, by the slightest movement of the extremity. This
argument was therefore good for nothing. But it told, as well as the
preceding, for the insensibility of the man in his mesmeric state.

He further urged that patients worn down with suffering (so that
he now remembered that the poor man knew what pain was) some-
times became hysterical and more or less insensible. But this
patient was not hysterical; and suffered acutely to the last, even
while being moved for the operation. This argument therefore falls
with the rest. '

He allowed after all that the man was in a peculiar state. Of
what he meant I have no idea, except that the man was in an hyste-
rical insensible state, which was not the fact. That he was ina
peculiar and insensible state when under the agency of mesmerism
is very true and for what we contend.

When he had seen Mr. Chenevix, fourteen years ago, mesmerise
a little girl into coma, and was asked by that gentleman, ‘Do you
think this girl really and truly slept?” he replied, “I do, and very
soundly too:” and when asked, ‘Do you think she went to sleep of
herself out of pleasure or desire, or by means of what yon saw me
do?” he replied, * Certainly by means of what you did.” These
means he compared to rocking.* Now, if he allowed this, he might,
though stationary in his knowledge for fourteen years, allow that
- the poor man at Wellow was asleep by Mr. Topham’s means. His
explanation of the mesmeric sleep reminds me of the explanation
given by some people of the shocks of the electrical fish, the torpedo.
The facts were at first denied, and, when they could be denied no
longer, some would not allow there was any electricity in the matter.
but explained them by the animal giving a sudden blow with its
broad back, first drawn flat and then suddenly restored to its usual
convexity. This explanation was so clear—* kine clarum est,” that
Marrher sayst that Reaumur, the explainer,  arcanum deprehendit.”
And now we obtain electric sparks from electric fish, and the sceptics
exist no longer.

% London Medical and Physical Journal. Sept. 1829. p. 214.
t Prelectiones in Hermanni Boerhaavii Institutiones, tom. iii. p. 76.
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He seid that the case before the society was the companion of
one, equally an imposture, which occurred 149 years ago, and was
published by the Royal Society in the 24th vol. of their Philosophical
Transactions, in 1706. He informed the meeting that a man at
Tinsbury, near Bath, pretended to sleep for weeks and even months;
and once on waking could not be persuaded he had slept so long,
“¢ till going into the Fields he found every body busy in getting in
their Harvest, and he remembered very well when he went to sleep
they were sowing of Barley and Oats, which he then saw ripe and
fit to be cut down,” This, told with a smirk, as an impudent
trick, raised a voar of laughter in the room, and was without hesi-
tation received by the meeting on Sir Benjamin’s authority as a case
of imposture; the members not appearing sufficiently learned in the
Philosophical Transactions to know the case which, however, I
related in my Physiology, and not as an imposture, many years
ago. He proceeded to state that in this pretended sleep the man
was bled, blistered, cupped and scarified, but all in vain: —the
impostor still slept, bore it ell unmoved, and gave no sign of pain.
Nay, the man was so barefaced that, though bread and cheese and
beer placed by his bedside regularly disappeared, and evacuations
regularly appeared in the utensil, nobody ever saw him eat or
evacuate. He was therefore decidedly an impostor; and, as he was
an impostor, the patient at Wellow was an impostor, and all mes-
merism is false. A rogue shams an epileptic fit in the streets,
therefore all epileptic people are impostors, and there is no such
disease as epilepsy. Soldiers and sailors sham rheumatic pains and
palsied limbs, therefore there are no such diseases as palsy or rheu-
matism.

But Sir Benjamin Brodie gave an entirely false colouring to the
case. The man was indeed, for periods, not seen eating, probably
because he ate all his food at once, possibly when he employed the
utensil, and because he might, being no doubt aware of the presence
of others, like most sleep-wakers, though ignorant on awaking of
every thing that had passed, have an antipathy to eat as well as to
evacuate when others were present or stirring about the house; just
as often occurs in insanity, for in the sleep-waking state the activity
of brain that does occur is generally attended with some peculiarity
of the feelings: and, indeed, if the acts of eating and employing the
utensil were continuous with him, there would be a sufficient reason
for his selecting periods for eating when he was undisturbed. But,
nevertheless, he was sometimes found taking his victuals and relieving
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himself in his sleep. The narration runs thus:— Sometimes they
have found him fast asleep with the Pot in his Hand in Bed,
and sometimes with his Mouth full of Meat.”” Again,—<In this
manner he lay till the 19th of Nov., when his Mother hearing him
make a noise ran immediately up to him, and found him Eating.”
Again, he did not always eat and evacuate with regularity, as Sir
Benjamin Brodie represented:—‘ In this manner he lay for about
ten weeks, and then could eat nothing at all, for his Jaws seemed to
be set, and his teeth clenched so close, that with all the Art they
had with their Instruments they could not open his Mouth, to put
anything into it to support him. At last, observing a hele made in
his Teeth, by holding his Pipe in his Mouth, as most great Smokers
usually have, they, through a Quill, poured some Tent into his Throat
now and then, and this was all ke took for six weeks and four days,
and of that not above three pints or two quarts, some of whick was
spilt too; he made water but once and never had a stool all that
time.” »

The narrator, Dr. Oliver, F.R.S., a physician of high standing,
an F.R.S. in days when the fellowship was not so common as at
present, did not pronounce the man an impostor as Sir Benjamin
Brodie so fearlessly does. I have no room,” he says, “to suspect
this to be any Cheat, because I never heard of any gain to the family
by it, though so near the Bath, and so many People went thither
out of Curiosity to see the Sleeper, who, when awake, was a support
to his old Mother by his Labour, but now a certain charge to her.
Besides, there was seldom any body in the house to attend any profit
that might be made by it, he being left alone in the house and every
body at liberty to go up to his Bedside.”” Indeed, the old Mother
was so far from deserving the charge of colluson with her son that,
being as ignorant of his disease as Sir B. Brodie, she at first believed -
his sleep was only sulkiness or  sullen humour,” and placed food
at his bed-side lest he should be starved. How, indeed, could Dr.
Oliver for a moment have thought the man an impostor! For to
pass over the scarifyings and various external irritations, hollowing
his name in his ears repeatedly and as loudly as possible; pulling
him by his shoulders; pinching his nose; and stopping his nose and
mouth till Dr. Oliver feared he might choke the man; running “a
large Pin into his Arm to the very Bone,” but all to no purpose, for
in all this time he gave (me) n8t the least signal of his being sen-
sible,” Dr. Oliver held a pkial of solution of ammonia under one of
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the man’s nostrils A CONSIDERABLE TIME, 30 strong that he himself
“ could not bear it under his own nose A MOMENT without making his
Eyes water ; but he felt it not at all. Then,” continues Dr. Oliver,
1 threw it, at several times, up that same Nostril, it made his nose
run and gleet, and his Eyelids shiver and tremble a very little, and
this was all the effect 1 found, though I poured up into one Nostril
about kalf an ounce Bottle of this fiery Spirit, which was as strong
almost as Fire itself. Finding no success with this neither, I crammed
that Nostril with powder of White Hellebore,” ‘‘but he never gave
any token that he felt what I had done, nor discovered any manner
of uneasiness by moving or stirring any one part of his Body.”
“ Yet, the next day his Nose was inflamed and swelled very much,
and his Lips and the inside of his Right Nostril blistered and scabby
with my spirit and hellebore.”” Nay, wishing to remove him to
another house, they carried him ‘“ down stairs, which were somewhat
narrow, and struck his Head against a Stone, and gave him a severe
knock, whick broke his head, but he never moved any more at it than
a dead man would.” This accident was an equally strong test with
the applications of ammonia and hellebore, for it was violent and
unexpected ; and they, altogether, were tests which Sir B. Brodie
never saw an impostor bear, and which ke passed over in silence.
Educated as he was for surgery, and occupied as he all his life has
been with the mechanical matters of the profession, Sir Benjamin
Brodie must be pardoned for not appreciating and understanding
this case ; but, I do not pardon him for omitting some of its most
dicisive proofs of insensibility, nor for declaring that the man was
never seen to eat and was therefore a cheat, nor for presuming
to understand a form of disease of which he knows nothing.
What deception did the man attempt when his food ‘ very regularly *
disappeared, once daily or every two days, and evacuations appeared
“ very regularly” in the utensil? Did the man intend his mother to
believe that the latter were supplied by any one but himself ? If he
had meditated something wonderful in this way, he would have
prevented all signs of such matters; and that he could easily have
done, as he was generally left alone in the house, while his mother
worked out of doors. But, as these circumstances were not calcu-
lated to impose, so imposture was not suspected from them. The food
at his bed-side, in his first paroxysm of sleep, ‘was spent every
day, and, supposed, by him;” in®the second paroxysm, victuals
stood by him as before, which he ate of now and then, ¢but no-
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body ever saw him eat or evacuate, though ke did botk very regularly
as he had occasion.” In fact, all suspicion of imposition is pre-
posterous. We have a simple, artless, natural narration of a case of
sleep-waking, bearing upon itself the very stamp of truth to the
eyes of every well informed physician.

The changes which occurred at different times were highly char-
acteristic of these more rare affections. After his first paroxysm of
sleep he was dumb for a whole month. During the first fortnight of
his second paroxysm of sleep he would open his eyes, but afterwards
he did not;—a likely thing that a man feigning sleep would ever lie
with his eyes open, or open them from time to time ! At one period
he ceased to eat and evacuate: his jaws closed, and neither food put
at his bed-side disappeared, nor did an alvine evacuation appear in his
utensil for six weeks and four days, though once he made water. At
another period, when he was called on by his name ‘“he seemed to
hear them and be somewhat sensible, though he could not make them
any answer;’—was this likely in a man feigning absolute sleep? His
eyes were not now shut so close, and he had frequent great tremblings
of his eyelids:—a probable thing this, that he would have kept his eyes
constantly in this irksome state of movement when sleep would have
been better shammed by keeping them closed! The countryman
could never have devised all these little circumstances which practi-
titioners, who have seen as many cases of this description as I now
have, recognise at once as striking peculiarities of such affections. It
is worthy of notice that the man was so inveterate a smoker as to have
‘“a hole made in his Teeth, by holding his Pipe in his Mouth,” yet,
by sleeping thus, first in 1694 for a month, then in 1696 for seventeen
weeks, and then in 1697 for six months with the exception of a few
minutes once, he deprived himself of what must have been an indis-
pensable pleasure.

On waking from his sleep of seventeen weeks, so far from wishing
it to be believed, he could not easily be brought to believe it himself
till he saw the oats and barley ripe which were sowing when he saw
the fields last.

I should say that a more beautifully genuine case of sleep-
waking in which coma predominated never occurred. When Sir
Benjamin Brodie sat down, Mr. Symes pointed out to him and the
meeting the true nature of the case,—that it was an instance of sleep-
waking, with double consciousness, the man being in a sleep, generally
profound, but sometimes with sufficient activity of the sleeping brain
to enable him to do certain things—eat, drink, and evacuate, in all
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these actions voluntarily administering to himself, but not remem-
bering one of them on awaking. In some instances of this peculiar
sleep, there is from time to time more activity than he shewed, so
that persons walk, talk, write and work, nay, they may do some
things better than when awake, though the sleep continue and they
be insensible to mechanical injury, and snore; and in most instances,
as in the present case, nothing is afterwards remembered, and the
period passed in this sleep-waking state is as a separate existence.
Sometimes the coma is profound and little or no activity of brain is
discernible; sometimes there is no coma but great activity of the mind,
as a separate period of existence, the character or ways of the person
being more or less different from those habitual, and entirely forgotten
when the brain passes again into its natural state: and between these
two extremes are endless gradations of activity in the various cerebral
faculties. Sleep-waking is the most appropriate title, as it compre-
hends all actions that may be performed; though the word somnam-
bulism is often loosely employed, which strictly applies to those cases
in which the patient walks. When the coma is profound the second
term waking is hardly appropriate; and when there is no coma the
first term sleep is hardly appropriate, and extatic delirium should
rather be the designation. But, as a generic denomination, the
expression sleep-waking is very convenient and characteristic. Extatic
delirium was the wild, and, to a philosophic observer, deeply inter-
esting, state in which the Okeys were usually seen when not in a
profound coma or in their natural condition.

This class of affections is most wonderful and absolutely rivet the
attention of a thoughtful man; and their varieties are great and
beautiful, though beautifully similar to each other. But too often
medical men are lamentably ignorant of them, and, when they have
an interesting case of this kind, regard it only as a strange piece
of business, and are at a loss what to do, and so torment and
physic the patient without mercy, and think no more about it;
or perhaps, to save nieditation, declare it was all imposition.
The records of medicine supply a sufficient number: and, now
that by mesmerism we know how to produce them artificially, no
medical man is pardonable who does not make himself well ac-
quainted with them. Ignorance of these wonderful spontaneous
cases has caused much false and cruel accusation. I have known
young children treated as liars, as naughty, as odd children, and
youth and grown up persons vilified as impostors, by their families
and instructors, and chiefly by medical attendants, because they fell
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occasionally into a state of sleep-waking, of the modification termed
extatic delirium, during which, though not strong enough to strike
every one as delirium, their conduct differed from what was habitual
and proper; or because, after an unsuspected paroxysm, one in which
no extravagance had been committed, they denied all knowledge of
what they were told they had said or done. An instance occurred
of a gentleman so seized while in a box at the Theatre, and losing all
knowledge of his situation and preparing to perform a private act,
nothing of which he remembered when taken before a magistrate. A
striking case of this kind has lately been seen by me in the Middlesex
Hospital. Dr. Wilson, under whose care the patient was and who
to his honour knows and boldly declares the truth of mesmerism,
was from this knowledge able to recognise the case: but some unin-
formed and spiteful person about the Hospital wrote to the lady who
kindly interests herself in the poor boy that his only complaint was
temper, and a medical whisper has reached me that the case is an
imposition. The boy, who, in his natural state, is very respectful
and particular in his behaviour, is very regardless of both persons
and places in his delirium, sings with great feeling, and recites with
capital power of imitation, and eats most voraciously, and his writing
is a great curiosity,—quite different from his habitual writing, and
blotted all over. I unhesitatingly declare the case to be as real as
the boy’s existence, and should never have been tired of studying it.
The case was drawn up and sent to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society by Dr, Wilson, in November, under the title of a case of
double consciousness, and a notice affixed in the library that it would
be read. But, when the members, having declared that the history
of the amputation, being mesmeric, had disgraced them, learned that
this case was analogous to mesmeric cases, they actually took down
the notice, gave half a hint to Dr. Wilson that he might withdraw
the paper, a report went about that the boy shammed, and the paper
was not read till March. Iam told that Mr. Bransby Cooper would not
believe the occurrence of such cases, and therefore said that the boy
should have had a good thrashing, which would soon have cured him.
Such a state of things is really lamentable. Let Mr. Bransby Cooper
study the diseases of the nervous system before he condemns his fellow
creatures thus. Let him read a similar case of a girl sixteen years
old, in the Edinburgh Philosophical Transactions for 1822, and
detailed in my Physiology, p. 365, who, because she recollected in
her natural state nothing that occurred in the diseased, was treated
in the most depraved manner; and one still more remarkable that
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occurred in a little girl in America, and is printed by Dr. Bel-
den, under the title of 4n account of Jane Rider the Springfield
Somnambulist, a copy of which I deposited in the Library of the
Society. His flogging of the poor afflicted boy would be the coun-
terpart of the tearing the hand of the poor girl in the Edinburgh
Infirmary with the other surgeon’s nails. Thrash the poor boy! The
conduct and manners of the two Okeys in their preternatural state
were perfectly different from all that was observed in them when not
in this state. They were totally ignorant of all persons, things,
names, and circumstances, with which they had become acquainted
previously : they knew neither their father nor mother, nor the
meaning of the words father and mother: forgetting the meaning of
almost every term, they learnt all the improper language so constantly
used in the wards of hospitals, and irreverently swore and called bad
names, and misapplied words, and were readily taught to misapply
them, without being aware of impropriety,—and the ignorant portion
of the medical periodical press cruelly made fun of this: they had to
learn every thing afresh: they would have enormous muscular power:
they mimicked exquisitely, and had a strong propensity to mimickry
and humour, so-that they were absurdly thought by those ignorant
of particular cerebral faculties being often highly augmented in such
cases, whether spontaneously or mesmerically induced, by Mr. Wak-
ley for example, to have been trained and practised imposters, whereas
not a single mesmeric phenomenon ever witnesssed by any person in
them was unreal. The cases of both sisters were genuine throughout,
similar but very differently modified, and it was ignorance only which
led any one to doubt them, and it was heartless cruelty to slander
two perfectly virtuous and afflicted female children, who had been
carefully brought up and-had lived only with their parents and
afterwards in a respectable family till they were seized with Epi-
lepsy. Not merely the Editor of the Lancet knew no better, but
the Editors of other Medical Journals; and the display of disreputa-
ble unacquaintance with this kind of case, and the composition of
vulgar tirades by so many professional men pretending to medical
knowledge, was precisely the conduct which we witness in the streets
when a deranged or imbecile person is pursued and hooted by boys
and rabble, as though he were master of his own condition and
conduct, and not the subject of an affliction profoundly interesting
to the philosopher and to the man who can feel for others. Every

thing stated or ever printed to their disadvantage was an absolute
falsehood ; 1 repeat these words emphatically, an absolute false-
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hood. They are both cured of the violent fits for which they had
been long in the hospital, and the reality of which no one had
doubted, and for which I at length mesmerised them. One is already
respectably married to a young man in her own station of life, and a
mother; the other lives with her parents and supports herself by
doing needlework for a neighbouring establishment.

Like the boy in the Middlesex Hospital, the sleep-waker at
Tinsbury, from whose case I have digressed, was at first supposed,
and that by his mother, to be only in “a sullen humour:” though
at last she saw the truth and for some time would suffer no one to
come near him for fear of more experiments upon her son,—a likely
thing if the case had been shammed for profit! But the sagacious
physician saw it was no imposture. The Royal Society were equally
rational, and the president, Sir Isaac Newton, October 27, 1721,
put his imprimatur to the volume of the dbridgement of the Philo-
sophical Transactions, containing the narrative at full length, by Sir
Hans Sloane, ‘which would not have been the case had there been
any suspicion of imposition. Indeed, I never heard before of the
case being suspected by any one. I have given a pretty full account
of the wonders of sleep-waking in my Human Physiology. Begin-
ning with natural sleep, I pass to dreams, and then to that higher
activity of the sleeping brain, termed Somnambulism or Sleep-
walking, or more correctly Sleep-waking, from p. 598 to 660 inclu-
sively; and I likewise devote 66 pages to Mesmerism, and print the
leading features of the cases of the Okeys.

I will now extract the whole narrative of the case near Bath: —

““A Relation of an extraordinary Sleepy Person, at Tinsbury
near Bath. By Dr. William Oliver, F.R.S., May the 13th, anno -
1694.

One Samuel Chilton, of Tinsbury near Bath, a Labourer, about
25 years of age, of a robust habit of body, not fat, but fleshy,
and a dark brown hair, happened, without any visible cause or
evident sign, to fall into a very profound Sleep, out of which no
art used by those that were near him could rouse him, till after a
month’s time; then rose of himself, put on his clothes, and went
about his business of Husbandry as usual; slept, could eat and drink
as before, but spake not one word till about & month after. All the
time he slept Victuals stood by him; his Mother fearing he would
be starved in that sullen humour, as she thought it, put bread and
cheese and small beer before him, which was spent every day, and
supposed by him, though no one ever saw him eat or drink all that
time. ) )
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From this time he remained free of any drowsiness or slecpiness
till about the 9th of April, 1696, and then fell into his Sleeping Fit
again just as he did before. After some days, they were prevailed
with to try what effect medicines might have on him, and accord-
ingly one Mr. Gibs, a very able Apothecary of Bath went to him,
bleJY blistered, cup and scarified him, and used all the external
irritating medicines he could think on, but all to no purpose,—no-
thing of all these making any manner of impression on him; and
after the first fortnight he was never observed to open his eyes. Vie-
tuals stood by him as before, which he eat of now and then, but
nobody ever saw him eat or evacuate, though he did both very regu-
larly as he had occasion; and sometimes they have found him fast
asleep with the pot in his hand in bed, and sometimes with his
mouth full of meat. In this manner he lay for about ten weeks,
and then could eat nothing at all, for his jaws seemed to be set, and
his teeth clenched so close, that with all the art they had with their
mstruments they could not open his mouth to put any thing in to it
to support him. At last, observing a hole made in his teeth, by
holding his pipe in his Mouth, as most great Smoakers usually have,
they through a quill poured some Tent into his Throat now and then.
And this was all he took for six weeks and four days, and of that
not above three pints or two quarts, some of which was spilt too;
he had made water but once, and never had a stool all that time.

August the 7th, which is seventeen weeks from the 9th of April
(when he began to sleep), he awaked, Eut on his Clothes, and
walked about the Room, not knowing he had slept above a night;
nor could he be persuaded he had lain so long, till going out into
the fields he found everybody busy in gettin%lin their Harvest, and
he remembered very well when he fell asleep they were sowing of Bar-
ley and QOats, which he then saw ripe and fit to be cut down. -

There was one thing observable, that though his Flesh was some-
what wasted with so long lying in Bed, and fasting for above six
weeks, yet a worthy Gentleman his Neighbour assured me, when he
saw him, which was the first day of his coming abroad, he looked
brisker than ever he saw him in his life before; and asking him whe-
ther the Bed had not made him sore, he assured him and every
body, that he neither found that, nor' any other inconveniency at
all; and that he had not the least remembrance of any thing that
passed or was done to him all that while. So he fell again to his
husbandry as he used to do, and remained well from that time till
August the 17th, Anno 1697, when in the morning he complained
of a shivering and coldness in his Back, vomited once or twice, and
that same day fell into his Sleeiing fit again.

Being then at Bath, and hearing of it, I took Horse on the
23rd, to inform myself of a matter-of-fact I thought so strange.
When I came to the House, I was by the Neighbours (for there was
nobody at home at that time besides the sick man) brought to his
Bed-side, when I found him asleep, as I had been told before, with
a Cup of Beer and a piece of Bread and Cheese upon a Stool by his
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Bed within his reach. I took him by the Hand, felt his Pulse,
which was at that time very regular; I put my Hand on his Breast,
and found his Heart beat very regular too, and his breathing was
easie and free; and all the fault I found was, that I thought his
Pulse beat a little too strong. He was in a breathing Sweat, and
had an agreeable warmth all over his Body. I then put my Mouth
to his Ear, and as loud as I could called him by his name several
times, pulled him by the Shoulders, pinched his Nose, stocpped his
Mouth and Nose together, as long as I durst for fear of Choaking
him, but all to no purpose, for in all this time he gave me not the
least signal of being sensible. I lifted up his Eye-lids, and found
his Eye-balls drawn up under his Eye-brows, and fixt without any
motion at all. Being baffled with all these tryals, I was resolved to see
what effects Spiri¢ of Sal Armoniac would have, which I had
brought with me, to discover the Cheat, if it had been one; so I
held my Viol under one Nostril a considerable time, which being
drawn from Quick-lime, was a very piercing Spirit, and so strong,
I could not bear it under my own Nose a moment without making
my Eyes water; but he felt it not at all. Then, I threw it at several
times up that same Nostril, it made his Nose run and gleet, and his
Eye-lids shiver and tremble a very little, and this was all the effect
I found, though I poured up into one Nostril about a half-ounce
Bottle of this fiery Spirit, which was as strong almost as Fire itself.
Finding no success with this neither, I crammed that Nostril with
Powder of White Hellebore, which I had by me, in order to make
my farther tryals; and I can hardly think any Impostor could ever
be insensible of what I did. I tarried some time afterwards in the
Room to see what effects all together might have upon him; but he
never gave any token that he felt what I had done, nor discovered
any manner of uneasiness, by moving or stirring any one of
his Body that I could observey. qu'lg made these my Experg:lr:nts
T left him, being pretty well satisfied he was really asleep, and no
sullen counterfeit, as some people thought him.

Upon my return to Bath, and relating what I had observed, and
what proofs this Fellow had given me of his Sleeping, a great many
Gentlemen went out to see him, as I had doune, to satisfy their
Curiosity, in a Rarity of that Nature, who found him in the same
condition I had left him in the day before, only his Nose was in-
flamed and swelled very much, and his Lips and the inside of his
Right Nostril blistered and scabby with my Spiri¢ and Hellebore,
which I had plentifully dosed him with the day befere. His Mother
upon this for some time after would suffer nobody to come near him,
for fear of more Experiments upon her Son. About ten days after I
had been with him, Mr. Woolmer, an experienced Apothecary at
Bath, called at the House, being near Tinsbury, went up into the
Room, finding his Pulse pretty high, as I had done, takes out his
Launcet, lets him Blood about fourteen ounces in the Arm, tyes his
Arm up again, nobody being in the House, and leaves him as he
found him; and he assured me he never made the least motion in

\
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the world when he prickt him, nor all the while his Arm was
bleeding.

Several other Experiments were made by those that went to see
him every day from the Bath, but all to no purpose, as they told
me on their return; I saw him myself again the latter end of Sep-
tember, and found him just in the same posture, lying in his Bed,
but removed from the House where he was before a[Z:)ut a furlong or
more; and they told me, when they removed him, by accident,
carrying him down Stairs which were somewhat narrow they struck
his Head against a Stone, and gave him a severe Knock, which
broke his Head, but he never moved any more at it than a dead
man would. I found now his Pulsé was not quite so strong, nor
had he any Sweats as when I saw him before. I tryed him again
the second time, by stopping his Nose and Mouth, but to no pur-
pose; and a Gentleman then with me ran a large Pin into his Arm to
the very Bone, but he gave us no manner of tokens of his bein
sensible of any thing we did to him. In all this time they assure
me nobody had seen him either eat or drink, though they endea-
voured it all they could, but it always stood by him; and they
observed sometimes once a day, sometimes once in two days, all was
gone. ’Tis farther observable, he never fouled his Bed, but did his
necessary occasions always in the Pot.

In this manner he lay till the 19th of November, when his Mo-
ther hearing him make a noise, ran immediately up to him, and found
him Eating; she ask’d him how he did? He said, Very well,
thank God. She ask’d him again, Which he liked best, Bread and
Butter, or Bread and Cheese? He answered, Bread and Cheese.
Upon this the poor Woman overjoyed left him to acquaint his Bro-
ther with it, and they came strait up into the Chamber to discourse
him, but found him as fast asleep again as ever, and all the Art they
had could not wake him. From this time to the end of January or
the beginning of February (for I could not learn from any body the
very day) he slept not so profoundly as before, for when they call’d
him by his name, he seemed to hear them and be somewhat sensible,
though he could not make them any answer. His Eyes were not
now shut so close, and he had frequently great tremblings of his
Eye-lids, upon which they expected every day when he would wake,
which happened not till about the time just now mention’d, and
then he wak’d perfectly well, not remembering anything that hap-
pened all this while. *Twas observed he was very little altered in
his Flesh; only complained the Cold pincht him more than usually,
and so presently fell to Husbandry as at other times.

I have no reason to suspect this to be any Cheat, because I never
heard of any gain to the Family by it, though so near the Bat?,
and so many People went thither out of Curiosity to see the Sleeper,
who when awake was a support to his old Mother by his Labour, but
now a certain charge to her. Besides, there was seldom any body
in the House to attend any profit might be made by it; he being
left a.lo;e in the House, and every body at liberty to go up to his
Bed-side.”
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The case at Wellow was, I allow with Sir Benjamin Brodie, a
companion to this case; not however a companion in imposture, but
in the condition of the nervous system. I will now present an-
other companion, seen by mysélf: since the occurrence of any similar
morbid phenomena,—just as of the phenomena of mesmerism,—at
different periods, in different places, in persons of different ranks,
and in persons who could never have heard of each other, is alone
a very strong confirmation of the reality of those morbid phenomena,
—a reality, however, which ordinary sagacity, unclouded by prejudice
and temper, cannot fail of discovering.

On the 9th of August, 1840, I was requested by Dr. Arnott,
who, unlike men of far inferior intellect and attainment, has wit-
nessed my mesmeric phenomena fifty times and is as satisfied as
myself of the truth of mesmerism, to visit, with him, a Spanish lady
of consideration, about 40.years of age, who had married at 14,
miscarried every three months for two years, and then had a child,
and afterwards a second. Soon after the birth of the second and up
to the time I saw her,—a period of above twenty years, she was
subject to fits of sleep, which often lasted three weeks, during the
whole of which she would swallow nothing but a little water. The
fits of sleep would come on suddenly, and she was once seized at the
opera. They would cease as suddenly, so that she often on waking
went to the opera. In them she was insensible to light and all noise
but the voice of her infant. Dr. Gregory the second, of Edinburgh,
habitually mentioned in his lectures, when I was his pupil, the
case of a cataleptic lady whom he attended, and whose disease had
been induced by misfortunes very similar to the history of Isabella
in the Fatal Marriage; and in her paroxysms of insensibility she ap-
peared perfectly blind, except when her baby was brought near her,
and then she gave slight signs of recognising it. Had the peculiar
conditions of these ladies been induced artificially by mesmerism,
the doctors would have pronounced them at once most shameless
impostors, feigning insensibility, but not able to carry it on where
maternal feelings were too strong for them. The same phenomenon
is often witnessed in mesmerism. I have had several cases, in
persons of both sexes, and of high and humble rank, of perfect deaf-
ness in the mesmeric state, except to the voice of the mesmeriser or
a noise made by him.

Like the boy stigmatised by Sir Benjamin Brodie as an impostor,
the Spanish lady, in her fits of sleep, would relieve her bowels, and
she rose out of bed for this purpose, and even performed the usual
subsequent act: though in one paroxysm the call of nature was
unheeded by her, and an immense collection of hardened matters
took place. :

She was insensible to mechanical injury,—pinching, pricking, &e.,
but not to cold; and this again is a common fact in mesmerism.
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have patients at this moment who give no sign of feeling, however
you pinch them, but withdraw the hand instantly that a cold body
touches or even is brought near to it. The lady was, on the other
hand, fond of cold, for, if ice were given her, she would sit up in
bed, smell at it, and appear to like it.

When I visited her, she was in an attack. I found her eyes
firmly closed and her upper extremities rigid, not yielding to an
attempt to move them, and her hands placed up against her face.
I blew in her face, and her eyelids corrugated the first time, but did
not upon repetition. I understand that at 11 p. m. the rigidity
regularly ceased and she sunk completely relaxed into a deep sleep.

How analogous, how identical, will not every one, familiar with
the state artificially induced by mesmerism, recognise these pheno-
mena to be with those of mesmeric patients! .

The attacks had become less frequent of late and shorter, con-
tinuing a week only; but the present had lasted ten days, and Dr.
Arnott informed me that when he called the next day she was still
asleep. Headache preceded the first attack, and often continued
and tormented her. The present attack was ascribed to improper
food. The afflicted lady was tired of her disease, and wished for
death. I recommended mesmerism as an almost -certain cure, if
properly and perseveringly employed; but did not visit her again
as she was about to leave England immediately. It was lucky for
her character that she was not a patient in the University College,
or, as it was formerly called, North London, Hospital ; that neither
Mr, Wakley, nor the Edinburgh surgical expertmenter of whom
he writes, was allowed to see her; and that her case was not described
to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London. ,

Sir Benjamin Brodie, after agreeing with Dr. Marshall Hall that
according to the laws of physiology the man’s sound leg ought to
have moved during the operation on the other, concluded by declaring
himself perfectly satisfied with the old report of the French Royal
Commission in 1784, and the more recent determination of the Frerch
Academy against the truth of mesmerism. The selfish, insincere,
and ambitious Bishop Watson,—the writer of The Apology for the
Bible, used to profess himself, in his days of wealth and importance,
perfectly satisfied with Chemistry as it was when he was nobody
and published his Chemical Essays:—¢for his part he never
troubled himself with the new fangled discoveries and doctrines of
Sir Humphrey Davy.”* I was once summoned to an old man
near his death with the influenza, who had been forty years
check - taker at Covent Garden or Drury Lane Theatre, and,
though at his post every night, had been so occupied in the money

* Tait’s Magazine,
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department that he actually had never once in his life seen a play,
but had been for forty years contented with sitting at the receipt of
custom and never felt any desire to step three yards farther into the
house and learn what a play was like. . I have heard that Sir Ben-
jamin Brodie, when I demonstrated mesmerism at University College
Hospital, used to say that he disliked turning his horses heads
towards Russell Square to see a patient lest people should think he
was going to that scene of humbug, University College Hospital.
From his total want of curiosity while I have demonstrated mesmer-
ism at my own house for the last four years to any respectable person
who requested me, and from this declaration at the Society, I can
believe the anecdote. Sir Benjamin Brodie is to be pitied: but he is
also to -be condemned. He ought to know that the French investi-
gation was most superficial and incomplete, conducted in the most
random way; that the Commission allowed that the effects were not
imposture, and only ascribed them to imagination, imitation, and
touch; that the results were varied, and the report says—* No-
thing can be more astonishing than the convulsions;” ¢ he who
has not beheld them can have no idea of them; and even, in be-
bolding them, one is equally surprised at the profound repese in
which some of the patients are placed, and at the agitation which
animates others. It is impossible not to recognise in these effects,
which are constant, a great power which agitates the patients,
which ever masters them, and of which the person who magne-
tises them seems to be the depository ;’—that one of the French
Commissioners, truly virtuons, highly distinguished in Science, and
well accustomed to investigate nature,—the celebrated Jussieu,
who had pursued the investigation with the greatest attention,
firmly refused to sign the report of the rest, though threatened
by the minister, Baron Breteuil, and made one separately, favour-
able to mesmerism, and setting forth the solid reasons of his con-
victions, after having made separate experiments; that, in 1825, on
a suggestion that the Royal French Academy of Medicine should
investigate the subject anew, a powerful report in favour of the inves-
tigation was made by the Commissioners, Drs. Adelon, Pariset, Marc,
Burdin, senior, and Husson; that nearly one-half of its members con-
fessed that they had seen, and that they believed, mesmeric pheno-
mena most marvellous and important: that, after the investigation,
a powerful, and in every respect admirable, report in favour of the
truth of Mesmerism was made in 1831, by the Commissioners, Drs.
Bourdois De La Motte, Fouquier, Guéneau de Mussy, Guersent,
D 2
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Itard, J. J. Le Roux, Marc, Thillaye, and Husson, and received by
the Academy with the liveliest interest; that some of the adversaries
of mesmerism in vain attempted to disturb the religious silence of the
assembly by murmurs of disapprobation, but that the immense major-
ity instantly repressed their attempt, and testified by loud applause to
the honourable reporter, M. Husson, how highly they appreciated
his zeal, talents, and courage;* that great discoveries, great pro-
gress, have been made in the subject since the old report,—that the
Science has been enriched since that time as much as Chemistry
since the days of the Alchymists; that many men, his equals in
education, information, ability, strength of mind, disinterestedness,
and industry, have not contented themselves with an antiquated re-
port, and a modern superficial and unfair report of careless and pre-
judiced men, but boldly asked nature to report whether mesmerism
is true, and have received from her one plain, uniform and often re-
peated answer,—Yes.

Sir Astley Cooper, who, though really distinguished in mechanical
surgery, was otherwise but scantily informed, and was endowed with a
moderate degree of the higher intellectual faculties, always refused
to witness mesmerism, °“because he had a character to lose.” A
low estimate must he have formed of his own character if it could
have been lost thus! How sad an absence of moral courage and
dignity! And so poor Sir Astley died as Sir Benjamin Brodie at
present intends to die, without a sight of the mesmeric phenomena!
—just as many astronomers in Newton’s time died in perfect igno-
rance of Newton’s discoveries, and at his death, forty years after the
publication of his Principia, he had not, as Voltaire remarks, twenty
followers out of England: and just as the Professor of Philosophy at
Padua refused to walk into Galileo’s house and look through his
telescope to see whether the satellites of Jupiter really existed, and
the Professor at Pisa made speeches to shew that the facts could not
be facts. In Kepler’s correspondence (Kepleri Epistole) is a letter from
Galileo, in which he writes: —“Oh my dear Kepler, how I wish that
we could have one kearty laugh together. Here, at Padua, is the prin-
cipal professor of philosophy, whom I have repeatedly and urgently
req