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DEDICATION.

To Proressor WayLaND,
PRESIDENT oF BRowN UN1VERSITY:
SiR,

In rev1ewmg the eminent names which adorn the literatur:
and science of our country, to find one most worthy to receiv
the dedication of this book, I was surprised to find among se
many advocates for the beautiful science of Animal Magnet-
ism, so few, who like yourself, have dared to step fearlessly
forth in its defence against a sceptical warfare.

Your name stands isolated and far above all other disciples
of the immortal Deleuze. Doctor Nott, Colonel William L.
Stone, and the thousand other disciples of this beautiful doo-
“trine, cannot compare with your great influence and heroic
conduct in disseminating the tenets of Animal Magnetism.
There may be others whose ¢ wills’’ are equally strongin the
doctrine, but they lack your influence and courage, and per-
haps not a few of them ¢ retam a famt impression” of the

immortal sentiment—
“ He that in the war gets slain,
May never live to fight again.”

But you, Sir, bave fearlessly defended your TavLisMaN—
you have braved the front of battle, and you alone deserve
the dedication of a-work which forever must place thescience
of your choice beyond the possibility of doubt.  Your letter
of introduction and recemmendation, in your own hand writ-
ine. to professor A. V. Potter, An. Mag., has" done miore to
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gain converts to the doctrine of Animal Magnetism, than all
the books that have been written on ¢‘remarkable interviews.”’
Professor Potter has exhibited your letter to thousands ; it
has served him for a passport, and the thousands whe read it
have exclaimed, ¢¢ Well, if Professor Wayland is a believer,
then there must be something in Animal Magnetism, and [
will be a believer too.”’

It is, Sir, the great influence of your name in the promul-
gation of the science, in the making of proselytes, and the
silencing of hardened unbelievers, as well as a sincere admi-
ration of your brilliant talents and sound judgment, which have
induced me to offer this small token of respect, and to pray
that you will authorise this dedication of Durant’s Theory of
Animal Magnetism.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient
and humble servant,
The AuTHoR.
Jersey City, 7th Oct. 1837.
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" INTRODUCTION.

B —— —_—

In the parliamentary discussionof any important subject,
& few prefatory remarks on the part of the speaker seem es-
sential to prepare the minds of his hearers to receive with
due force the evidences he may offer on the question at issue.

As an author, I have promised much, and no less than a
key to the mysteries of Animal Magnetism. I am aware of
my responsibility to the public in promising to unfold ‘the
arcanum of a pretended science, which has confounded mil-
lions, and which after a condemning scrutiny from special
agents appointed by the French government, and another
condemnation from‘a special commission by a scientific in-
stitution, is again on the ascendency, and claiming for its vo-
taries thousands of the scientific and intelligent men in all the
civilized portions of the globe. But I have no fearsas to the
result of a careful perusal of this book: the evidentes are too
numerous, and too convincing to admit hereaflter of doubt.

Some objections may be made to the plan of the work,
and particularly to the four first chapters : but a moment’s
reflection, by judicious minds, will convince them that such a
plan was appropriate and judicious to the full accomplishment
of the object in view ; satire may reach and conquer some.
minds, who would be deaf and insensible to the arguments of
reason. The best satire on a false doctrine is to award to
it all the attributes which its deluded votaries claim for their
idol. I have done no more and no less, in sketching the rise

.
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and progress of Animal Magpetism up to we time 1t was first
introduced in‘'the North American States.

The discussion may bear hard on some names that are the
subject of remark, and some sensitive minds may even consi-
der me cruelly severe : but to such and to all I would say,
think on the necessity of the case—think on the loud call
from justice which prompted me to the task. I would gladly
have avoided offence to the seusibility of the meanest creature
on earth ; I had a higher and nobler object in view, dslicacy
had been offended, good sense had been offended, and human-
ity was offended with this vile infatuation claiming with mers
ciless grasp for its victims, millions of both sexes in the
community. To stay such offences, to redress such wrongs,
to arrive at the goal of success, it was necessary to be severe.
Justice prompted me to stig with the lash of truth, all objects
that impeded my course. ‘

The step I have now taken is not without reflection on the
respect due to the feelings cf others, and of my own respon-
sibilities, both moral and legal, in making characters truly
eminent in society the subjects of public remark and rebuke.

A few dnimportant,errors may have occurred in the minor
details of ‘the history, and these when pomnted out, T will
cheerfully correct; on the whole, I have asserted nothing but
truth, aud stand prepared to defend all that I have written,
agaiost the denial of whomsoever may take offence at any
part of the narration. I have not asked permission to publish
names ; and the best apology I can offer -for such deviation
from such established usage, is, that the names were important
to my avgument, and could not well be dispensed with ; the
necessity of the case must serve for my excuse.

1 have yet more valuable evidence in support of my ar-
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gument, which I have omitted to give in this book, be.
I have already given more than sufficient to earry full co
tion to all minds open to the evidences of truth ; more
dence, I judged, would fatigue the reader, and I have ah
exceeded the number of pages contemplated in the ¢
mencement of the work.

It is usual for authors on their first introduction, to exp
great diffidence of their own abilities : but as I am gi
truths and not fiction, I will here at least express my t
sentiments, and candidly avow that I feel no diffidence
no fears as to the success of the work. I at least think
I understand my subject, and feel conscious of posses
abilities to meet all opposition which may arise to thwart
accomplishment of the object in view.

I am aware ‘of the stubborn madness possessed by pers
infatuated with a false doctrine, and the improbability of st
denly restoring them to a correct sense of reason. I
also aware that among the large number of enthusiasts, wh
keen sensibilities will be touched by my remarks, there
many eminent writers, who will probably take up the pen
hurl vindictive curses on my head. To such men, and
all critics, I would say, my demands are the annihilation
Animal Magnetism, the establishment of truth on the founc
tion of nature’s known and invariable laws, against the craz
usurpation of a wild and unholy infatuation ; and I now sta
in the breach, and throw down the glove.










CHAPTER 1.
URIGIN OF ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

A fluid—its effects on Eve—effects on Children— Gipsies—
Snakes charming birds— Sorcery— Witchcraft— Curing
burns by charms— Legislation against Natural Laws—
Queen Margaret—Fortune Telling—Magnetiser and
Somnambulist in one— Prophecy— Singular Prediction
in the history of Josephine— Trance at Camp Meetings—
Nutural Somnambulists—Miss Jane C. Rider—Read-
ing with Invisible Eyes. '

The origin of Animal Magnetism is coeval with the crea-

‘tion of Eve. The extremely subtil and invisible fluid, which

when in contact with the animal brain, is capable of perform-
ing all the phenomena of this wonderful science, had existed
millions on millions of years anterior to the creation of man,
and is probably coeval with the birth of the trilobite, or even
with creation itself. ‘The sun’s rays must pass through a
suitable medium to cause the phenomenon of light—so this
invisible fluid continued unknown, though not inactive, until
some of its inherent properties were developed in passing
through a suitable medium, which was found to be the com-
plicate and delicate brain of the highest order in the organized
forms of creation. »

The smallest insect, the most simple form of vegetation,
and the more noble formation of matter in man, were all me-
diums through which this fluid ever has, and still continues
to flow, producing all the symmetry, beauty and phenome-
na of nature, which, to superficial minds, are scarcely no-
ticeable, because they are of such frequent and even inces-
sant occurrence, and are classed with the phenomena of the
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earth, only the first time the brain receives their impre
by the force of that mysterious fluid through the mediu
the senses. A child is in mute ecstacy at the first sou
the spring-rattle. He sees it; the mysterious fluid p
ding all space, instantly impresses on his brain, throug
delicate lens of the eye, the form of the instrument
which such strange notes had proceeded. He leaps wit.
when he perceives it is made of wood, and analogous to
er forms of things, long since familiar to his senses, b
peated examination of the impression of similar object
tained in the vast store-room of the brain. He seizes
delight the play-thing, and wonders that an instrumer
simple in its construction, could have caused him to wor
when the strange music caused by its vibrations were
transmitted to his ear. He continues the manipulations
finds amusentent in the harmony of sounds, until the sy
thy of the nervous system, that accurate tuning key of nati
wind-harp, softens the harsh tones of the rattle: wher
whole forms a perfect chord on the brain, which continuc
amusc the senses, until monotony fatigues the imagina
and a new and more curious phenomenon is sought for,
bably in the decomposition by fire of the very toy w
once sent forth such strange sounds to the ear. He scs
ly ceases to wonder at the flame issuing from his lig
torch, when e is called to the window to scan a
more marvellous’ phenomenon in the air, ¢a kite! aki
a paper kite, buoyed aloft with a simple thredd, is now
object of mute astomishment, followed by loud demon:
tions of joy, as the mysterious fluid conveys through the
ger distended eye to the brain, a perfect impression of
object which first held him mute in astonishment.

v
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The most learned among men are but children in embryo,
when their researches in science are compared with the vast
and unlimited field which remains unexplored. Innumerable
are the forms imprinted on the brain in the life time of man.
Each form was a phenomenon ; each in turn became familiar;
the whole becomes monotonous, and the imagination, aided
by the inventive genius of the brain, seeks among the count-
less millions of forms in creation for some new phenomena
to feed the insatiate vortex of familiar monotony.

In the eager desire to reach after phenomena, the reasoning
faculties are dormant, and man is capable only of admiring
the wonderful effect on his brain without knowing the cause
which produced it; when, with less eagerness and more rea-
son, man could refer to his brain, which ever retains the im-
pression received from innumerable objects, among which
may be discovered forms sufficiently aralogous to reconcile
the most wonderful phenomenon to the known and femiliar
laws of nature, continually in operation around us; so the
effects of Animal Magnetism continued to be seen, felt and
admired in its various modifications, long before it received
a name among the sciences of the earth. In a subsequent
chapter, I will give the theory which harmonizes and recon-
ciles all the phenomena attending this science, and show the:
natural causes” continually operating to produce it. I will,
likewise, divest it of every supernatural attribute which its vo-
taries and opposers are so zealous in ascribing to it.  Enough
for the present chapter will be to show its origin, its rise, and
developments, under the various wrongly applied names of
charms, sorcery, beguilements, fortune-telling by the Gipsies,
and witchcraft of the ancients and moderns. .

The same fluid, which now unperceived by the keenest

a2
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eye, is flowing through all organized matter, supporting Ji
when in a_just equilibrium, and producing the effects call
ANimMAL MAGNETIsM, when forced from its natural channe
was in existence from the creation, and commenced its u
natural effects on our race in the garden of Eden. The b
guilement by the serpent was merely the effect of this myst
rious fluid operating on the brain and nervous system «
Eve. The same fluid held Adam in magnetic sleep when h
committed the unholy deed, for which, we, his posterity, ar
doomed to suffer as penance. The snake at all times ha:
used the same fluid in subduing the feathered wibe. The
charm attributed to this animal, is the self same magnetism
which is now the subject of wonder in its effects on the brain
of civilized man. The sorcerers of India knew the power of
this fluid, and used it for the vilest purposes of deception.
Witchcraft in all countries, was a branch of Animal Magnetism;
it was the effect of the magnetic fluid, called a ¢ volition of the
will’’ emanating from the witch by the animal force of the nerves;
the “‘bewitched”” was the needle obeying the will of the mag-
net, and exhibiting all the phenomena common to the present
science of Animal Magnetism. The pointing downwards of
a crotched stick to indicate a stream of water flowing through
the earth; the rat-catcher’s charm, and the soothing power
possessed by many of curing scalded and burned flesh, are
volitions of the will, and modified branches of this heretofore
intricate science.

The Gipsies, as a community, probably knew more of the
astonishing power to be derived from -the magnetic fuid
than any collective race of beings on the globe. Their ac-
curate predictions of future events are now subjects of histo-
ry, and thousands of the most respectable inhabitants of Eu-
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rope have testitied to the perfect fulfilment of events predict-
ed by this people. Their origin and habits of life are as cu-
rious as their magnetic phenomena. It is supposed that they
came from Hindoostan, from the fact that their language re-
sembles in all its parts the Hindoostanee, notwithstanding they
have been dispersed and, wandering nearly four centuries in va-
rious parts of the earth. Like the witches in our own country,
the Gipsies have been persecuted in civilized Europe. In
1530, we find penal statutes against themin England ; a sub-
sequent act, made it death for them to continue in the king-
dom; and it is recorded, to the disgrace of England, that
thirteen were executed for this offence alone, but a few years
prior to the restoration ; this cruel act was not repealed un-
til 1783, when the science of Animal Magnetism was suffi-
ciently improved to show the injustice and inhumanity of le-
gislating against the laws which Nature designed to be estab-/
lished for some benevolent purpose to mankind. The Gip-
sies were expelled France in the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, and Spain in 1591.  Though expelled by statutes, they
have not been entirely extirpated in any country ; they are
still numerous in Asia, and the northern parts of Europe, and
their collective numbers are estimated at nearly a million of
souls.  Though scattered over the globe, they retain their
similar and original character and habits ; theirgprincipgl bu-
siness is fortune-telling, in which they succeed to an” extra-
ordinary degree, by the aid of the magnetic fluid, which they
are so long accustomed to use, that they far surpass the best
magnetic somnambulists of this country, not excepting Mrs.
Andros, Miss Brackett, Miss Parker, Miss Ebon, or Miss
Ayres, of magnetic celebrity in Providence. Having wit-
nessed experiments with all these ladies, and having seen”
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some of the magnetic experiments with the Gipsies, I do
hesitate to declare in favor of the latter, for accuracy in pred
ing future events, as well as for the more extraordinary pos
of ¢¢ Clairvoyance’ manifested in the magnetic sleep, by s
“ing through innumerable envelopes of paper, and annihilati
distance, which they travel in spirit, although thousands
miles distant from the body, and tell in one minute what
being transacted in the harem of the Sultan, while the son
nambulist’s body may be in Providence or France.
Grellman, who wrote the history of the Gipsies, and in
deed all persons who have been much acquainted with th
habits and manners of this interesting race, regard them as :
very singular phenomena; they are not changed by climate,
and the sword has not been able to extirpate them. In all
countries they are the same wandering tribe, living in small
huts, and though subject to the laws of the country in which
they reside, they nevertheless have their own government s
a community, the head of which is termed ¢ Queen of the
Gipsies.” Many of them attain a very advanced age. Mar-
garet Finch, who died at Beckenham, in Kent, Oct. 24th,
1740, lived to the extraordinary age of one hundred and nine
years ; Margaret held the title of queen : after travelling near-
ly a century, she settled at Norwood, where her extraordi-
nary powers in Animal Magnetism, (denominated ¢ fortune-
telling” by the superficial philosophers and unlettered people,)
attracted, as it does in all countries, numerous visitors of the
most respectable families in the country.

““From a habit of sitting on the ground, with her chin resting |
on her knees, the sinews at length became so contracted that
she could not assume any other position. After her death,
they were obliged to enclose her in a deep squrebox. Her
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funerai was attended by two mourning coaches ; a sermon
was preached on the occasion, and a great concourse of peo-
ple attended the ceremony.  Her portrait now adorns the
sign-post of a hotel in Norwood, called the Gipsey House.
In an adjoining cottage, resides to this day, the grand-daugh-
ter of queen Margaret ; she inherits the title of queen, and
has reached a very advanced age.” She is the niece of queen
Bridget, who was buried at Dulwich, in 1768.  She inherits
a knowledge of the magnetic fluid, and continues to practice
with great success. She is unlettered, like all the race of this
extraordinary people, and therefore her powers are not suffi-
ciently systematised to rauk in the sciemces, and though de-
nominated ¢¢ fortune-telling’” by scme, and ¢‘supernatural
" revelations” by others, it is, nevertheless, a branch and most
constituent part of the science of Animal Magnetism.

A very extraordinary feature in the magnetic power of the
Gipsies seems to have escaped altogether the notice of scien-
tific mén, and Animal Magpetizers in particular. T allude to
the great difference in the manipulations or process to pro-
duce magnetic somnawmbulism ; itis well known by all who
have witnessed experiments in Animal Magnetism, that the
somnambulic sleep is produced by the ¢¢ volition of the will,”)
as it is termed, from the magnetizer, and therefore requires
two persons to produce a magnetic somnambulist.  When
it is equally well known by all who have had the pleasure of
witnessing the Gipsy experiments, that each one within them-
selves, is both the magnetizer and the magnetized, without
any fluid whatever emanating {rom a second person ; the vo-
lition of each will, instantly forms its own brain into a som-
nambulist, who can, not only travel instantly to any part of
the globe, and ‘with an ext\raordinal‘y power of ¢ clairvoy-
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ance,” tell the sitvation of things and passing events, but
likewise look into futurity for hundreds and even thousands of
years, and predict with much accuracy the time, place and
circumstances to be connected with extraordinary “events.
The pages of history are prolific in the fulfilment of such pre-
dictions. I will select one from the thousands on record, to
confound the most skeptical opposers of the science, and carry
conviction to the most stubborn unbelievers, of a fluid which
lias existed in all times and in all ages, and is constantly of-
fering to our senses the proofs of its power, when directed by
a skilful magnetic somnambulist. The-case I would offer,
is that of the Empress Josephine, the consort of Napoleon.
Her character stands above the reach of suspicion, as regards
an extenuation of the extraordinary prophecy; and its equally .
extraordinary fulfilment is too well known by all persons, to
require any extracts on-my part from history, to prove it. I
will relate the circumstance in Josephine’s own words ; and,
reader, if you are an unbeliever in Animal Magnetism, ob-
serve well your own emotions, while perusing the prophecy,
- you will feel the very hairs raise from your head, caused by
the transmission of the same magnetic fluid, which enabled
the sable African, when in St. Domingo, to predict for years
in advance, the events connected with the history of France,
equally as important and extraordinary as the fall of the an-
cient Jerusalem. Read it; it is from her, who under the
most trying situations and circumstances, proved the most no-
ble, as she was the most amiable of her sex.

‘“One day, some time before my first marriage, while taking my usual walk,
I observed a number of negro girls assembled round an old woman, engaged in
telling their fortunes. I drew near to observe their proceedings. The old sibyl,
on beholding me, uttered a loud exclamation, and almost by force seized my
hand. Sheappeared to be under lh:gteatest agitation. Amused at these ab-

surdities, as I thought them, 1 allowed her to proceed, saying, * So you discover
swomething extraordinary in my deetiny 7—* Yes.'—*Is happiness or misfortune
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to be my lot ?—* Misfortune. Ah, stop !—and happiness too '—* You take care
not to commit yourself, my good dame ; your oracles are not the mostintelligi-
ble.’—*1 am not permitted to render them more clear,’ #aid the womnan, raising
her eyes with a mysterious expression towards heaven.—* But to the point,’ re-
plied 1, for my curiosity began to be excited; * what read you concerning me
n futurity —*¢ What do I seein the future? You will not believe me if I
#peak.’-~* Yes, indeed, I assure you. Come, my good mother, what am I to
fear and hope '—* On your own head be it then ; listen: You will be married
soon ; that union will not be happy; you will become a widow, and then—
then you will be Queen of France! Some ha}’)py years will be yours; but you
will die in an hospital, amid civil commotion.’ @

“On concluding these words,” continned Josephine, *“the old woman burst
from the crowd, and furried away, asfast as her limbs, enfeebled by age, wouid
permit. 1 forbade thé bystanders to molest or banter the pretended prophetess
on this ridiculous prediction ; and took occasion from the seeming absurdity
of the whole proceeding, to caution the young negresses how they gave heed to
such matters. Henceforth, I thought of the affair only to laugh at it with my
relatives.  But afterward, when my husband had perished on the scaffold, in
spite of my better judgment, this prediction forcibly recurred to my mind arter
alapseof years; and though I was myself then in prison, the transaction daily
agsumed a lese improbable character, and I ended by regarding the fulfilment
asalmost a matter of course.”

The event of this extraordinary prophecy is wel] known.
Her second marriage was to General Napoleon Bonaparte,
9th March, 1796.  On the 18th May, 1804, was fulfilled
the prophecy of ¢t Queen of France,” and the circumstances
attending her death are equally well known. All France had
been a ¢¢ slaughter house,”” and all France was a ¢ hospital”
at the time of her death.

This black woman, like the Gipsies, was capable within
herself of controlling the magnetic fluid; she was both the
magnetizer and somnambulist; she required no assistance from
asecond person to put her asleep. She was able by he
own will to draw the magnetic fluid from remote space and
even from futurity, through her own nervous system and brain,
which thereby received an impression of all things past, pre-
sent and future, which could readily, by the assistance of-
speech, be made known to the inquirer, who for want of a
true philosophical reasoning would be unable to see the ana-
logous workings of the mégnetic fluid in objects around him,
and lost in amazement, would pronounce the oracle a super-
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natural phenomenon, and the magnetic somnambulist o
tune-teller in concert with some unknown and myste
power. .

This superiority in the Gipsy and African sorcerers
the more scientific magpetizers, induced me to pursue
more zeal my inquiries in Animal Magnetism. I admire.
plicity, and have generally observed that Nature’s most -
fect works are always most simple. I planned my exp
ments, with a view to ascertain if the somnambulist could
magnetize herself, and my efforts were crowned with
most perfect success. 'The process is extremely simple ¢
every one who will read these subsequent chapters, no m
ter what may be the state of his or her nervous system,
age, can be a Somnambulist, and Magnetizer, within ther
selves, without the aid of a second person, and perform :
the phenomena common to Animal Magnetism.

In describing a few of the various forms under which t
magnetic phenomena have appeared, since the serpent’s cor
quest in Eden, until it assumed a name among the sciences
I would notice the phenomenon called TRrance, frequentl;
developed at protracted meetings, for religious rites in church-
es, and more frequently in the forest, under the name ol
camp meetings. The trances are too well known to need
much description from me in this place. I will notice them
more fully, when I explain the causes which produce it.

It is the effect of the same mysterious fluid; the person
affected by it suddenly falls in a magnetic sleep; they are
then magnetic somnambulists, and perform all the phenome-
na peculiar to Animal Magnetism ; their spirit frequently
lewes the body, and after traversing the ¢onfines of earth, re-
turns to its case of organized clay, and there, through the or-
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gans of speech, relate to the wondering crowd the incidents
actually occurring at that moment, perhaps thousands of miles
distant, in some cavern or conveut; secured by walls and
doors of cemented stone and iron, impenetrable to sight or
animal strength of mortalsin possession of the ordinary func-
tions of life. Even more, they have been known in the short
space of an hour, to travel in spirit to the regions of punish-
ment and reward for the dead, and on awaking, have related
the cheering and heart-rending scenes to.thousands of the most
respectable witnesses, many of whom are preachers and can
testify to the frequent occurrence of such facts. The phe-
nomenon known as ‘‘clairvoyance,’’ is in the trance quite as
remarkable as that exhibited in the usual magnetic sleep, and -
even far exceeds that of reading a letter through various en-
velopes of paper, or of telling the time by a clock, in a re-
mote or adjoining building or room.
Another class of phenomena which belongs to this science,
is the ¢‘clairvoyance’’ exhibited by natural sonambulists. A
very extraordinary case occurred in Springfeld, Massachu-
setts, in June, 1833, an}i continued for nearly one year. My
readers are undoubtedly aware, that I refer to the case of
Miss. Jane C. Rider. A very scientific description of her
case has been published by professor L. W. Belden, M. D.
her attendant physician. T will hereafter show the cause of
‘this phenomenon, and for the present will merely cite the
words of Dr. Belden, to prove the ‘‘clairvoyance’ of Miss
Rider. o
“On Nov. 10th, it was proposed to ascertain whether

she could read with her eyes closed. She was seated in a
corner of the room, the lights were placed at a distance from
her, and so screened as to leave her in almost entire dark-
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ness. In this' situation, she read with ease a great number
of cards, which were presented to hier, some of which were
written with a pencil; and so obscurely, that in a faint light
no trace could be discovered by common eyes. She told
the date. of coins, ‘even when the figures were obliterated.
A visitor handed her a letter, with a request that she would
vead the motto on the seal, which she readily did, although
several persons present had been unable to decipher it with
the aid of a lamp. The whole of thls time, the eyes were to
all appearance perfectly closed.

¢« She' fell asleep while I was prescribing for her, ad her
case having now excited considerable interest, she was visi-
ted during that and the following day by probably more than
a hundred people. To this circumstance undoubtedly, is to
be attributed the length of the paroxysm, for she did not wake
till Friday morning, forty-eight hours after the attack.

*¢ During this time, she read a great variety of cards, writ-
ten and presented to her by different individuals; told the
time by watches, and wrote short sentences.

‘¢ For greater security, a second handkerchlef was spme-
times placed below the one which she constantly wore over
her eyes, but apparently without, causing any obstruction to
the vision. She also repeated with great propriety and dis-
tinctness, several pieces of poetry, some of which she had
learned in childhood hut had forgotten, and others which she--
had merely read several years since, without”having ever
committed them to memory. A colored girl came in and
seated herself before her; she was asked if she knew that la-

dy ; she smiled and returned no answer. Some one said:
~ she has a beautiful complexion, has she not ? Jane laughed
heartily, and said ‘I should think she was somewhat tanned.’ **
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"The high respectability of Miss Rider, and the probity
and undoubted science of Dr. Belden, precludes the possi-
bility of doubt in the case referred to. The only error,
which is common to all the preceding cases, was, attributing
the phenomena to some special supernatural cause, ipstead of
classing them where they certainly belong, as a branch of the
science of Animal Magnetism; which can be clearly demon-
strated by the well known and analogous laws which govern
the universe. It is left for me to perform that task, which I
hope to accomplish so clearly, that a child may control the
sciengg, and all persqns be able at a glance to range all the
phenomena produced by the magpetic fluid under its proper
tide. .

I have thus noticed a few of the various phenomena pro-
duced by this mysterious fluid, from the creation of mgn un-
til the middle of the eighteenth century, when an apparent
new phenomenon was produced by certain manipulations and

, volitions of will, *producing s}eep on persons affected with
uervous irritability, and performing numerous cures in those
submitted to the action of the fluid, supposed to be transmit-
ted by the operator’s manipulations and volition of will. This
new phenomenon received the hame of Animal Magnetism,
from the unusual physnologlcal effects being produced by the
will of another anjmal (man,) employmg a fluid, supposed

analogous to that which gives the maggetic property to iron.

T

This new sclence, afforded a broad Teld for ph.llosophlcal }

hypothesis, conjecture and research ; the principal agent. -

'(ﬂuld) was invisible, yet producing by its agency, the most.
wonderful, and to many, supernatural effects on the physiolo-
gical constitution of man. The superstitious required but a
sight, or even the description of a single case, to bring them

0
¢
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in the pale of its followers. Scientific and philosophical rea-
soners gradually became its supporters, and drew with them
a large proportion of the less scientific, though more sensible
and intelligent, to worship at the shrine of this partially oc-
cult science, the phenomenon of which, would be the foun-
dation of a new. theory, (to be raised on the ashes of the Mo-
saic, Copernician and Newtonian,) whose canopy would
overarch cosmocoNy, and whose structure would elicit the
spontaneous production of life. |

CHAPTELR II.
S8CIENCE OF ANIMAL MAGNETISM FOUNDED.

Dawn of the science in Germany— Opinions of its cause
and effect—Used in the cure of diseases—dIntony Mes-
mer, his progress in France— Commissioners of the King
check: the progress of the science—Mainauduc—his tri-
umph in England— Theory at that time— The Church
of England arrayecl against the sczence—])ume attri-
butes of Animal .M'atr'nensm

In the first discovery of this new science, somnambulism
was rare, and ‘¢ clairvoyance’ unknown. It remained for
other more ingenious philosophers to discover, by repeated
experiments, the most extraordinary faculty of travelling in
spirit, to see and comgmunicate the situation of things thou-
sands of miles distant from the body of the somnambulist.
Enough, however, was known to inspire the most enthusias-
tic and wild expectations. Its principal uses was curing of
diseases, and exhibitions of its wonders, to gratify the cu-
rious, with lectures to instruct the uninitiated in the manipu-
lations necessary to produce the phenomenon. Some of its,
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advocates claimed for it powers of a very superior order, and
asserted it was a divine inspiration given to man for be-
hevolent purposes, and to be wrested from his grasp the
moment his object should be perverted to base and unholy
designs on his race. )

Among the most fervent advocates of the science at that
time, was Antony Mesmer, born at Wieler, in Germany.
He taught publicly the doctrine; wrote several treatises on
the science, and performed many wonderful cures by the aid
of the. magnetic fluid, during an extensive travel which he
performed through Germany, Swabia, Switzerland, and Bava-
ria. Wonder followed his footsteps and fame heralded his
approach in advance. Ie arrived at the French metropol's
in 1778, where he performed many wonderful cures, which
drew to the standard of Animal Magnetism thousands of ¢l
classes in the community, who embraced the doctrine in its
fullest extent, and hailed the discovery of the magnetic fluid
as a panacea to remove all manner of diseases, and to renew
and invigorate age. Enthusiasts in the cause were not want-
ing, who claimed an immediate divine revelation for the pow-
er, and indeed the very manipulations to produce such extra-
ordinary results, induced the most sober philosophers amorg
its votaries, to believe the whole science of Animal Magnet-
ism a supernatural phenomenon.

Such high pretensions in a civilized country, might well
be supposed to create opposition {rom those fearful of an en-
tire perversion of the established laws and order of society.
Its advocates became enthusiasts ; its opponents grew loud in
their demands on the civil authority to suppress it. The
King’s government instituted an inquiry into its pretensions
and merits. The commission was composed of men of ex-
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alted character and science, chosen from the Royal !
of Medicine, and the French Academy of Science.
Franklin, then a - Plenipotentiary from the United St
the French Court, was one of the commission. M.

lon, who wrote a treatise entitled, ¢ Observations .
JMagnetisme,” was a member of the Royal Acade
Medicine, and a.firm disciple of Mesmer, who prono
him a powerful 'magnetizer. ‘

From this gentleman the commission obtained the m
their experiments ; perhaps because of evasion ‘on the
of Mesmer to furnish suitable opportunities for investigat
Be that as it may, the commission reported against Ar
Magnetism in 1784, and the weight of their characters
decision had sufficient influence to suppress, only for a ti

- the progress of this science in France.

During Mesmer’s experiments in Paris, other- portion
Europe felt the influence of this mysterious fluid. The .
ence was born and cradled in Germany, where the giant c
tinved to disseminate light, and gain converts to. the fai
England furnished her share of its champions, ‘and amc
them was Mainaudue, whose success in healing the sick a
gaining converts" to Animal Magnetism, almost equalled !
of Mesmer, in France. In some respects, Mainauduc w
superior ; his lectures contained more philosophical reaso
ing, and were therefore more powerful in gaining conver
from the scientific and philosophical opposers of the science

The following condensed summary, by Robert Southey
from the lectures of Mainaudue, is the most philosophica
that I have seen, and conveys the best idea of the science as
practised in the time of Mesmer, before Somnambulism and
Clairvoyance were discovered in the patients under the in-
fluence of the magnetic fluid.

\
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Tt is, likewise, more similar than any other to' my theory,
which accounts for and explains the last discovered phenom-
enon “‘clairvoyance,” and which led to the important results
disclosed in the subsequent chapters. '

According to the science of Animal Magnetism at that
time,

. “The earth, its atmosphere, and all their productions, are only one, and each
i8 but'a separate portion of the whole, occasionally protiuced and received back
into itself for the purpose of maintaining a continual and regular rotation of an:
imate and inanimate substances. An universal connexion subsists between'
every particle and mass of particles of this whole, whether they be compre- !
hended under the title of solids or fluids ; or distinguished by the particular ap-.
pellation of men, beasts, birds, fish, trees, plants, or herbs; all are particles of /
the same original mass, and are in perpetual cycle, emglo!'ed in the work of’
forming, feeding, decomposing, and again re-forming, bodies or masses. A
regular attachment universally exists between all particles of a similar nature
throughout the whole; and all forms composed in and of any medium of parti-
cles, must be influenced by whatever effects that medium, or setsits particles in
motion; so that every form in the earth and atmosphere, must receive and
partake of every impulse received by the general medium of atoms, in which,
and of which, they areformed. . i

All forms are subject to one general law ; action and re-action produce heat,
some of their constituent atoms are rendered fluid by heat, and form streams,
and convey into the form atoms for its increase and noutishment; this is call-
ed composition by vegetation and circulation. Circulation not only brings in
particles for growth and nourishment, but it also carries off the useless ones. '
The passages through which these particles pass in and out, are called pores. |
By a pore we are to understand a space formed between every two solid atoms |
in the whole vegetating world, by the liquefaction of the atom, which, when
solid, filled up tgat space. As circulation, vegetation, and consequently animal
life arise from the formation of pores, so the destruction of them must terminate
every process of animal existence, and each partial derangement of porosity
induces incipient destruction of the form, or what is called disease.

By the process of circnlation atoms of varionskinds are carried in, deposited,
and thrown out of each part of every form ; and every form is surrounded and
protected by an atmosphere peculiar to itself, composed ot these particles of cir-
culating fluids, and analogous to the general atmosphere of the earth. This s
the general atmosphere of the form. ~The solid parts of the body throw oft in
the same manner their useless-particles, but these pass off and become blended
with those of the general atmosphere of the earth. These are called the ema-
nations of the form. Thus then earth and atmosphere are one whole, of which
every form is but a part, the whole and all its parts are subject to the same
laws, and are supported ,by action; action produces re-action; action and re-
action produce heat; heat produces fluidity; fluidity produces pores; pores
produce circulation; circulation produces vegetation; vegetation produces
forms : forms are composed of solids and fluids; solids produce emanations;
fluids produce atmospheres; atmospheres and emanations produce parial de-
composition; total decomposition is death; death and decomposition return
the atoms to the general mass of re-production. . . i

The whole vegetating system is compnised in miniature in man. He is com-
posed of pipes beyond conception numerous, and formed of particles between

B
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which the most minute porosity admits, in every direction, the passa
and fluids. The immense quantity of air which is continually pas
out through every part and pore of the body, carries in with 1t suc
may becomne mixed with the general aimosphere, and these must
outagain or stop in their passage. If they should be of a huriful r
injure the parts through which they pass orin which they stop; if;
trary, they should be healthy and ‘natural, they contribute to heaitl
ishment. Butchers, publicans, cooks, living in an atmoephere oi
substances, general dy become corpulent, though they have slemder
painters, pfulnnbern, yers, and those who are employed in atmosph:
nicious substances, become gradually diseased, and frequently lose
their limbs long before decomposition takes place for their relief.

Hence it appears that the free circulation of healing atoms throug!
form is necessary, and that ebstructions of its porosity, or stoppa,
culating particles, must occasion derangement in the system and
by disease. To obviate this evil, innumerable conductors are placed
dy, adapted by their extreme sensibility to convey infurmation of eve
sion to the sensorium ; which, according to the nature of the impres
injury received, 315".‘“?" shakes, or contracts the form to thrust fo
fending cause. This i8 Nature's established mode of cure, and the
the exertion depends on the strength of the system; but tllese salut
have been mistaken for disease.

As every impression is received through one medium disposed over
forin for that purpose, 1t may be asserted that there is but one sense
all these impressions are only divisions of the sensec of feeling. The
of any of these divisions depends on the health of the nervous systet
ral. This nervous or conducting system is only a portion of a mu
one, similar in its nature but far more extensive in its employment.

There arein the general atmosphereinnumerable strings of its compon:
the business of these strings is to receive and convey, flom and thre
partof the atmosphere, of the earth, and of their inhabitants, whateve
they receive. These conductors are to be called atmospherical n.
nerves of the human bodz are connected with these, or rather are a pai

This is elucidated by the phenomena of sound. Theorists agree t
is produced in a bell by the tremulous motion of its component ato)
alternately change its shape from round to oval a million of times
stant; as s proved by honzontally introducing a bar; into the apert
counteracting one of the contractions, the bell splits. The conveyane.
they account for, by saying that the atoms of the atmosphere are dis
the alternate contractions of the bell. Place a lighted candle near thy
this theory is overthrown; if the general atmospgere is agitated, winc
sult; but the flame of the candle remains steady. Let us substitutc

rocess. i

) P Every impression in nature has its own peculiar set of conductors
two sets interfere with, orimpede each other. The stroke of the bell 3
nearest atom of the'nerves ot sound, and runs along them in ever
Human nerves are continuations of the atmospherical ; all anima, b
ing only as warts or excrescences, which have sprung up amidst thes.
pherical nerves, and are permeated by them in every direction. Th
pherical nerves of sound are parts of the auditory nerves in man ; th
pherical nerves of light are continued through man to form hjg o,',ﬁc
and thus the auditory and optic nerves of one man are the auditory ¢
nerves of every animated being in the universe: because all are branc
off from the same great tree in the parent earth and atmosphere,

It may be asked, what prevents the derangement of these inn
strings, when the atmosphereis violently agitated? Aerial l'lel'vesu
those of animated bodies composed of atoms, but the atoms are jn loo

.
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tact. When a ray of sunshine comes through the holein a window-shutter,
the atoms are visible, and the hand may pass through them; but they instantly
tesume therr situations by their attractive connection.

Every inanimate substance is attached 10 its similar: all animate and inani-
mate subetances are attached to each other by every similar part in each of
their compositions; all animate beings are attached to each other by every
similar atom in their respective forms, and all these attachments are formed by
atmospherical nerves. If two musical instruments perfectly in unison be pla-
ced one at each eud of the same apartment, whatever note is struck upon the
one wil: be repeated by the other. Martial music may be heard by a whole
army in the field: each note has its peculiar conductor in the general atmos-
phere, and each ear must be connected with the atmospherical conductor of
each note; o, that every note has not only its separate conductor in the at-
mosphere, but’also its separate conductor in every ear. We have got through
the hypothesis, now to the application.

The mind is the arbitrator over the bones, the muscles, the nerves, and the
body in general ; and is that something which the anatomist’s kmife can neither
dissect, discover, nor destroy. But to define what that something is, we must
apply to the words of our Saviour,—*It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in you;” the decisions, adoptions, and commands
of this spirit are man’s volition ; but we are not accustomed to investigate the
means by which volition is exerted, nor to seek for the privilege of improving
it beyond the common necessary avocations of life. Yet, if it be properly sought
for, a power of volition inay be called forth in man in a far more exaltéd degree
than what h® now exerts; a power subordinate to a far superior one, by whom
115 portioned out to individnals according to the purposes for which th
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it,and which is partially or totally recalled when neglected or abused: The

accomplishment of any purpose of the will, depends physically on the length
of time required for its performance, and on the undis'urbed conunuance of the
‘act of volition during that ime. The least interruption, or the change of the
will to any other subject before the first intention 1s accowplished, totaliy des-
troys the influence. This axiom is unalterable in this new science of healing,
that to produce salutary effects the suggestion must bé pure and moral, the at-
tention steadily determined, the intention single and fixed, and volition vigor-
ously exerted, continuing unvaried and unrelaxed either ull the purpose is af-
fected or relinquished. .

The atmospherical part of the human body is capable of contraction, of dis-
tention, and of direction; it may be attractcd from, or distended to, any unlim-
ited distance; and may be so directed as to penetrate any other form in na-
ture,

The, rejected atoms from the fluid, and emanations from the solid parts of
bodics, when rightly understood, are the only and unernng criterion by which
the obstructions and disenses of each part can. be ascertained; and when judi-
ciously employed, they become material instruments for the removal of every
malady. ey are subject to the influence of volition ; and may be forced out
of their natural course, or attracted into the pores of the operator; and the hu-
men body, which in many respects resembles a sponge, is adapted to receive
such emanations and atmospheres as a skilful practitioner may propel into any
part ofit, and to aflord them a free passage wherever he directs them. The
countless number of universal nerves which combide-with, and are regular
continuations of those similar conductors called nerves in animal forms, are
subject to the influence of man’s spiritual velition, and are affected or influen-
ced if we strike one or more of them with the atoms which are. continually
flowing from us; that affection is conveyed on to such parts of the budy as
those conductors are attached to, and the nature and degree of the impulse
will be according to the nature of the intention and the energy of the voli-
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To determine the situation, nature, and extent of derangement or dise
course must be had to the atoms which proceed from the patient; for
jected atoms resemble, in their healthy or diseased gualities, the part
which they pase. These particles of matter are so immediately subjeci
influence of combined spiriwal volition, that the established system by
they are mixed with the universal medium gives way during our exertu
they follow the course which we prescribe; and whatever may be the di
or medium through which we propel them, they remain unalterably the
and continue passive and unchanged either by distance, direction, or co
until we withdraw that influence and discharge them from our service.

To judge of the state of the part from whence these atums procee
must be attracted to some part of the examiner’s body, and must str
nerves; this process is called receiving impressions or sensations from t
tient. Every substance in nawre will afford some impression to that part
body which the experienced examiner opposes to receive it, but professor:
ally prefer the hands and especially the fingers. Theroots of the naili
commonly announce the 