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GENERAL COLLECTION

OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS,

THE VOTAGE OF DON MANOEL GONZALES, (LATE MERCHANT) OF THE
CITT OF LISBON IN PORTUGAL, TO GREAT BRITAIN: CONTAINING AN
HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, TOPOGRAPHICAL, POLITICAL, AND EC
CLESIASTICAL ACCOUNT OF ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND.- WiTH A CU-
RIOUS COLLECTION OF THINGS PARTICULARLT RARE, BOTH IN NATURE
AND ANTIJ^UITr.

TRANSLATED FROM THE PORTUGUESE MANUSCRIPT.
(From the Harleian Colledion, Vol. !. p. 9.)

Chapter l.—Coniainhig ihe Reafons of the Author''s Voyage to England, t^c.

IN my infancy, my parents, being on both fides defcended from new Chriftians, to

appear more devout and attached to the ellablifhed church, and fo the better to fcreen

themfelves from the eye of the Portugueze inquifition, put me on the habit of a jefuit,

and determined to breed me a fcholar at leaft, if not a father of that fociety. In con-

fequence of this refolution, I, as foon as age would permit, was fent to their public

fchool of St. Antoaon, or St. Anthony the Great, at Lifbon, where not only languages,

but all the liberal fciences are taught ; and in a few years was to determine, whether
I would enter into the fociety, or fucceed to my father's bufinefs of a merchant, who
then was declining, both with age and infirmities of body. My tutor laid clofe fiege

to my afFe£tions, well knowing that, as then I was the only furviving child of my
parents, all their fubflance (and they were accounted rich) would center with me in

their fociety for ever, could I be perfuaded to become a jefuit : to whom I had almoft

yielded ; till my mother inlcrpofing, with folid reafons convinced me, that for the

prcfent it would be better, both for her and myfelf, to enter into partnerfliip with my
father, alledging that I was not yet fo capable to judge how an ecclefiaftical life, un-

der vows of poverty, chaftity, and obedience, might confift with my growing inclina-

tions and propenfity of nature ; that as the whole paternal eftate would be feized on
for their own ufe, upon my father's death, {he muft be ruined, or become pbfequious
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a THE VOYAGE OF GONZALES,

to the fociety for a mean fubfiftence, or perchance be obliged to end her days m a

monaftic confinement: and again, that fliould 1 happen to give them any provocation,

or break their orders or rules, I might be unjefuitod, expelled their fociety, and ex-

cluded both from my inheritance, and all means of living. And then, flie added, that

if in after-life my inclinations continued, when youth was conquered, and the world

could yield me no pleafure, I might then do as I pleafed ; and it would yet be time

enough to retire.

Thus advifed, I no longer appeared at St. Anthony's, nor in my fludent's drefs
;
yet

my bookifh inclination continued : But the courfe of my ftudies was changed, for in-

ftead of Ariftotle's Philofophy, School Divinity, and Cafuiilry, I now reliflied nothing

but Voyages, Travels, and Geography ; and fuch other books as would lead me into

a jull notion of the world, and alliil me in that ftate of life I then had ju ft entered

into.

As for languages, I had been very happy in taking them at fchool ; fo that I was at

no lofs in reading authors of diverfe nations, except the Englifh : for though the
,

Englifli faftory at Lifton is both the richeft and the largeft, and there is alfo an Eng-

hfli college, an Englifh nunnery, and two Irifh colleges, and a nunnery of that nation

alfo, who fpeak the Englifh tongue ; and I may add, though our greatefl; dealings in

the mercantile way are with the fubjefls of Great Britain, none of the natives endeavour

to teach or learn their language. Therefore my next ftep towards obtaining true ideas

of a nation I, in all probability, was to deal with during my hfe, was to fearch not

only for Portugueze and Spanifh, but for French and Italian authors
;

yet I could

find none in any of thefe languages, that are any other than mere fuperficial accounts,

and, in my opinion, no way capable to convey juft ideas of fo deferving a people, nor

fufficient to inftrufl: a foreigner how to manage an advantageous commerce with them. •

For fo long as we are kept ii.'norant of any country, and traffic with its natives only by

factors of their own nation, fettled among us, we muft take only what they pleafe to

import, and at their own times and price, to our own great lofs : whereas a merchant,

that is thoroughly acquainted with the produft, manufafture, and genius of the nations

he traffics with, h.is the advantage to fupply himfelf with the bcfl commodities, in the

beft feaibns, and at the cheapefl rates. Confequently,

I, refolving to merchandife with Great Britain, refolved alfo firfl to learn the

language, and then to make a voyage to the ifland itfelf. I foon made myfelf mafter

of as much of the Englifh tongue, as to enable me to attempt my intended voyage,

•without the incumbrance and the accidents that often befal gentlemen, who are ob-

liged to trufl nil to an interpreter. Having gained my parents' confent, I embarked

with theij bkfiing, on board the packet, on the 23d of April, being St, George's day,

commonly called the patron of England ; and, af^tcr a pleafant voyage of fcven days,

we arrived fafe at Falmouth, the 30th of April 1730, N. S.

Chapter II.

—

A Chorograpbical Dcfcription of England *.

BEING thus accompanied and inftrufted, it was to be my peculiar care to improve

my journey to the ufes I firft intended, at my departure from Lifbon ; and, in particu-

lar, to render it, for the future, fubfervient to my mercantile way of life : Therefore

I be!/an to take minutes of the foil, produce, and raanufadures of every county through

• In the origin il tliis is tlie ninth chapter, fcven thapteis being filled with a hafty and impcrfcdl hiftory

ef England, which can nuwii'c intcrcft the reader.

which
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which we paffed ; and made my particular obfervations on the genius of the people,

their different methods of dealing; and diflinguifhed the feveral cities, towns, and'

villages, which are molt remarkable for trade and navigation ; of all which, take the

following true, though rude and unpolilhed account.—^I begin with Cornwall, the

county in which I landed.

Cornwall is the moft weftern county of England, and is fo waflied by the fea on the

north, fouth, and weft, and the river Tamer on the eaft, that it is a perfedl peninfula

fliaped like a horn. I prefently found the people of this county valued thenifelves

upon fonie pretenfions above the other part of the nation, which I was informed was

their ability in wreftling, and ftrength of body ; their having moft of the old Britifli

blood in their families ; and their peculiar honour of giving title of Duke without crea-

tion to the eldeft fon of the King of Great Britain.

This is not the moft fruitful part of England, the foil being for the moft part moun-
tainous, thin, and rocky underneath : yet the vallies are fat with corn and good pafture

j

the hills are rich in tin and copper mines ; and they every where abound in wdd fowls,

efpecially the dainty woodcock. Nor muft I forget their produce of eringo, famphire,

fine flate, and marble. But their chief metal and manufafture is tin. When the ore

is brought above ground in the ftone, it is broke with hammers, and then carried to the

flamping mills, which make it ready for other mills^ whereby it is ground to powder.

After it is waftied and cleared from earth, &c. it is melted at the blowing-houfes into

pigs of three or four hundred weight, marked with tiie owner's name, and the value

is fet upon it at the coining-houfe, where it is alfayed, to know what it is worth. The
•times for coining or making it, are Midfummer and Michaelmas ; and for fuch as have

not their tin then ready, thei-e is a poft-coinage at Lady-day and Chriftmas. The
(lamp is, the feal of the duchy of Cornwal. The tinners are regulated by Stannary

laws, fo called h-amjianjium., the Latin word for tin ; and the trials of their caufes are

by juries, returned by the mayors of the ftannary towns ; for which purpofe, courts are

held by the Lord Warden of the itannaries, who has alfo a deputy. When all the

legal duties are fatisfied, the tinner may fell his tin where he will ; only, if the King,

or the Duke of Cornwall, have a mind to be purchafers, they have a right of pre-

emption.

The coinage towns are Lefkard, Leftwithiel, Truro, Helfton, and Penfance ; and the

tinners are reckoned at leaft 1 00,000.

The niundic^ in which the tin lies as in its bed, yields fuch a quantity of lapis calami'

iiaris, for making brafs, that inftead of importing copper and brafs, v^'hich yearly here-

tofore did amount to 100,000/. they now export as much, if not more.

In this county alfo is carried on a great trade for pilchards, which are caught be-

tween July and November, of which the merchants export vaft quantities to foreign

markets, and for which they fit them by fuming, prefling, and pickling : Thefe are

falted but not gutted, the entrails being reckoned the beft part; and, after having been
piled in heaps in a cellar for ten days, and preffed, to drain off the fuperfluous moifture

of the blood and fait, they are barrelled up with pickle, for France ; but without it,

_for Spain, Italy, and other hotter countries.

We pafs through this county into Devonfliire, travelling eaftward ; which beino-

not fo much incompaffed with the fea, is of a more pure air ; and both th* roads

are better, and the foil more fruitful ; though Devonfhire has many both hills and
woods.

Its commodities are corn, cattle, wool, &c. and its manufaiStiires, kerfes, ferges,

druggets, perpetuanas, long-ells, fhaJloons, narrow cloths, &c. as alfo bonelace.

B 2 That
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That part called the South-hams is famous for its noble rough cyder : In other parts

of it mines of tin have been formerly difcovered in fuch abundance, that in King
John's time the coinage of Devonfhire was fet to fann for loo/. a-vear, when Corn-
^%•all paid but 66/. iSs. ^d. ; and it has four flannary towns, with as many ftaniiary

courts, and towns of coinage ; which are Plympton, Taviliock, Afliburton, and Chag-
ford ; but there is vei-y little tin dug in this country now.

Veins of loadftone are found here, which I was told, a learned naturalifl: favs gene-

rally run eaft and weft, contrary to the received opinion, that the loadfloue gave a

a northerly dirotlion ; becaufe its natural pofition in the mine is fuppol'ed to be north

and fouth. Here are quar/ies of good ftone for building, and alio of flate for covering

houfes ; and of the latter great quantities are exported.

Proceeding flill eaflvvard, we entered the pleafant and fruitful county of Dorfet, or

Dorfetlhire, which not only produceth great plenty of corn, pafture, cattle, wild fowl

and fifh, but hemp and flax ; and great quantities of cloth are made here, botb
woollen and linen. Nor can any fhire match its plenty of excellent flone in the quar-

ries at Portland and Purbeck, (in the lad of which marble has been dug up fome-

times) ; and from Blacknore Forefl may be brought fufficient timber to ferve the

V'hole county : And what a conveniency this is to the inhabitants, appears, from the

elegance of the buildings, not only of the gentlemen's feats, but in their towns. Many
kinds of earth, that are ufeful, are difperfed up and down the county : particularly, the

befl tobacco pipe-clay, which, as I was told, would fell at London for 30J. a-ton.

From hence we travelled into Somerfetfliire, fo called from its being the warmeft

county in the vvhole ifland of Britain. It is a very rich, plentiful, populous and plea-

fant county, famous among the graziers for its large fheep and oxen ; and among
merchant-adventurers, for its commodious havens. But the roads in winter are very

foul and bad for travellers.

It abounds with grain of all kinds, of which it fupplies home and foreign markets

with vaft quantities. Its hills afford mines of coal, lead, and copper. Wood thrives

here, as well as in any fhire in the kingdom ; and teazles (a fort of thirties ufed by

the cloth-dreffei's) grow fcarce any where elfe. Ocre is dug up, on and about Mcndip.

hills ; and of lapis calaminaris (without which, and copper, there is no inaking of

brafs) more is dug up here than in all ths kingdom befides. As this county is rich

in pafture, no wonder it yields fuch great quantities of cheefe, of which the belt and

biggeft in England are made at Chedder, and reckoned as good as Parinefan , and it

is worthy both theobfcrvation and imitation of fuch as defire to excel in this branch of

trade, that the whole milk of the parilh is, by the agreement of the parilhioners, prc-

ferved for the making of it. Its oxen are as large as thofe of Lancafhire and Lincoln-

fhire ; and the grain of the flefli is faid to be finer. Its vales feed and fatten a prodi-

gious number of flieep, and of the largeft fize. Its maltiifdogs are the boldeft of all

others of the kind at bailing the bull, a fport in which the ruder fort of people

among them, and fonie of the low-bred gentry, take perhaps too much delight, as weil

hero, as in other parts of this nation.

All forts of cloth- is manufactured here ; as broad and narrow kerfeys, druggets,

ftrges, duroys and fhalloons, together with ftockings and buttons ; and in the fbuth-

ealt parrs of the fhire are made great quantities of linen. The value of the woollen

manufaGure alone here, in the firit hands, has been rated at a million a-ycar ; and if a

calculation was made of its other manufadures : and its produce by mines, tillage,

feeding, grazing, dairies, &c. it would undoubtedly exceed any county of the kingdoni

in riches, both natural and acquired, Yorkfliire not excepted j due allowance being made
for
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for the difference in extent. As to foreign trade, furely no fliire but MidUlefex will

compare with one that has the city of Brillo! to boa(t of; not to msntion the coafling

trade in the little ports of Bridgewater and Minhead.

We then entered Wiltfhire, the northern part of which is full of plenfant rifings,

and watered with clear llre?ms. It \vas once ovcrfpread with woods, which are now
in a manner quite dellroyed. The foil oi this part of the country being clay, is confe-

quently troublefome fometimes to travellers ; but here is a great variety of delightful

profpefts, to make them amends. And my tutor told me, that a good author of their

own made this remark ot Wiltfhire: " That an ox, left to himfelf, would, of all

«' England, chufe to live in the north of this county, a fheep in the fouth part of it,

" and a man in the middle between both ; as partaking of the pleafure of the plain,

" and the pinty of the deep country." The foil of the vale is very fruitful, and
affords great quantity of as good cheefe as any in England ; and though that of the

hills is in fome places chalky, and barren enough, yet its cheapnefs makes it bene-

ficial to the neighbouring farmers. I have been told on the fpot, that on the downs
betwixt Sandy-lane and Maj-lborough, and between the Devizes and Salifbury, hun-
dreds of acres have been rented at a groat an zcre per annum. But the numerous
flocks of flieep fed there turn much more to the profit of the proprietors. I'he abun-

dance of wool which thefe flieep produce, invited the inhabitants to fall very much
into the clothing trade ; and the befl broad cloths, both white and dyed, in England,
are made in the weft and north parts of this county, and indeed, in the fouth and eafl

parts too, but not in fuch quantities.

Fuel is not very plenty in this county, which has no coal pits, nor indeed much
wood : 'lis produQive, however, of all forts of grain, efpecially wheat.

From Wiltfhire we departed for Hatnpfhire or Hantfliire, by fome called the county

of Southampton. This is the county where I faw, what my tutor had before told me,
the tracl of land, called New Foreft, which was enlarged by William the Conqueror at

the deflrudion of feveral towns and villages, and 36 pariflies, being computed 50 miles

in compafs ; and became remarkable for the death of two of his fons and a grandfon,
who loft their lives ftrangely in this foreft.

The air of this county is moft pure and piercing, efpecially the downs, of which
there is a ridge that runs almoft athwart it, and affords plenty of game. The foil is

various as to its fertility, the hilly parts being barren, like other downs, and fit only for

fheep ; but the lower grounds are fruitful in corn and herbage. It produces great quan-
tities of all manner of grain, particularly wheat and barley, with which it fupplies the

flourifliing markets of Farnham, Bafingftoke, and Reading ; and their teams of
horfes, many of which are fit for the beft coach in the kingdom, fliew the wealth of the

farmer. The arable ground, though very ftony, is fruitful ; for the floncs lie loofe

upon the foil : and thofe who are well fkilled in agriculture affirm, that they keep it

warm, and that therefore, the taking them away would do more hurt than good. This
county is particularly famous for its honey, with which they make moft excellent

mead and metheglin. Hampfhire bacon isallovi^ed by all to be the beft in England, the

fwine being i'upplied with acorns in plenty, from the New Foreft, and other woods, in

which they are i'uffered to run at large : And the delicacy of their fiefli is attributed to

their not being pent up in ftyes. Kerfey and cloth are made here ; and though not in

fo great plenty as in Wiltfhire, Somerfetfliire, and Gloucefterfliire, yet there is enough
made, not only for home confiimption, but for a foreign trade. Its fea-coafts furnifh

cyders, lobfters, and other fait water fiili. And indeed, both for profit and pleafure,

there is not a more inviting county in Great Britain.

Adjoining
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Adjoining to Hamplliire is the inland county of Berks ; whofe air is generally healthy

;\nd fweet ; the foil fertile enough, where 'tis cultivated ; and the whole county, which

is one of the moit pleafant in England, is well Itorcd with cattle and timber, particularly

oak and beech, in tlie weflern patts, and in Windfor Foreft ; which alfo abounds with

vild fowl, and other game ; as its rivers Thames and Kcnnet, the one on the north,

the other on the fouth fide of it, do with lifli, cfpecially line large trout and cray-filh..

It has been obferved, that land is dearer here, than in other parts the fame diftance

from London. The chief manufai5lures of this county are woollen cloth, fail cloth, and

malt ; their being great crops of barley in the well part of the county, particularly the

vale of Wliite-horfe, fo named from the bare fide of a chalky hill reprefenting that

animal, which the inhabitants once a-year, abodt mid-fummer, take fome pains in trim-

ming, to keep it to its fliape and colour, and then conclude the day with mirth. 'Tis

fuppofed by fome, that the ground there was formed into this figure by the Saxons,

who had the White-horfe for their arms.

Having regaled ourfelves four days with the fowl and delicious- fifii of Berkfliire, we
palled into Surrey, which I could not find to be remarkable for any particular trade or

manufaclure, excepting the corn market at Croydon, and the feveral branches of trade

carried on in the borough of Southwark: but as that borough is contiguous to Lon-

don, I fliall remark their trade together. In general, I obferve this to be a healthy,

pleafant county ; and therefore it boalls of feveral royal palaces, and many feats of

the nobility and gentry. But the air, as well as the foil, of the middle and extreme

parts is valtly different, the air being mild in the latter, which is very fruitful in corn

and hay, with a fine mixture of woods and fields, eipecially on the fouth about Holmf-

dale, and on the north towards the Thames ; but the air is bleak in the heart of the

county, which, except a delightful fpot indeed here and there, is all open fandy ground,

and barren heath : for which reafon, the county is not unaptly compared to a coarfe

cloth with a fine lift or hem. In fome places there are long ridges of hills or downs,

with warrens for rabbits and hares, and parks for deer ; and its rivers, the chief of

which, befides the Thames, are the Mole, the Wey, and the Wandle, abound with

fiOi. And the chief commodities of this county, befides its corn, are boxAvood, wal-

nuts, and fullers-earth, which laft is fold at a groat a bufliel at the pits near Ryegate,

and is fent up to London for the ufe of the woollen nianufadurcs all over England.

N.B.—This earth is prohibited exportation by the fame laws, and under the fame

penalties as wool itfelf.

Our tour through Surrey was pretty agreeable in regard to the many fine feats which

we met with, but 1 was more pleafed to turn off into Suffex, a maritime county upon

the Englifli channel ; whofe downs near the coaft are charming, and its vallies, or the

Wild of Suffex, as it is commonly called, very plentiful, efpccially in oats. The downs

are very high green hills, well known to travellers, eipecially fuch as deal in wool or

flieep ; there being great numbers bred here, whofe wool, which is very fine, is too

often exported clandelHncly to France by farmers and jobbers, who are called ovvlers.

Many parts of the downs being a fat chalky foil, are, on that account, very fruitful,

both in corn and grafs. The middle jnirt of the county is delightfully chequcr'd with

meadows, paftures, groves, and corn-fields, that produce wheat and barley. The north

quarter is Ihaded with woods, from which they make abundance of charcoal ; and they

lupply timber for the navy docks, and fuel for the iron works, there being not only

plenty of ore on the eaft fide towards Kent, but many great forges, furnaces, and

vvatermills, for both caft and wrought iron, which, though it is faid to be more brittle

than the Spanifli, yet cannon are call with it ; and the bed gunpowder in the world is

made
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made in this county. A <;rcat doal of its meadow ground is turned into ponds and
pools, to drive hammer-mills by the fl;\(hes. Here we were regaled with the delicious

bird, called the wheat-ear, for which this county is particularly famfuis. 'Tis no big.

ger than a lark, and is tak^n by digging a hole in the ground, into which thev put ;i

fnare of horfe-hair, and then cover the hole, very near, with the turf, turning the

gralfy fide downwards ; this bird being fo very timorous, that the (hadov/ even of

a cloud frightens them into thefe little cavities. They are fo fat, that, when caught,

they cannot be carried many miles without being tainted : and even in plucking them
they mult be bandied as little as poilible : and they are fateft when the wheat is ready

to be cut down.

I was told, that in winter the roads were fo deep in fome parts, that they were obliged

to draw their coaches with oxen.

We at lafl arrived in Kent, which is the mod eaftern county on the Englilh channel,

and of which I had retained great notions, from the account my tutor had given of its

having been an entire kingdom of itfelf in the time of the heptarchy ; and how the

Kentifli men obliged William the Conqueror to confirm their ancient privileges. This
county flands as it were in a corner, and may properly be divided into three parts,

according to the nature of its foil ; viz. the downs, which may be faid to have iiealth

without wealth ; the marfhy parts, which have wealth without health ; and the middle,

which enjoy both health and wealth. But,

The county, in general, abounds with plantations of hops, fields of corn, paflures,

and woods of oak, beech, and chefnuts, and fine orchards of cherries and pippins ; and,
about Boxley, Foots Cray, North Cray, &c. are many woods of birch, from whence
the broom-makers are ilipplied, who live in Kent Street, Southwark. The cattle here,

of all forts, are reckoned larger than they are in the neighbouring counties ; and the

Weald of Kent is noted for its large bullocks, as well as for its great timber for

{hipping. Here are feveral parks of fallow deer, and warrens of greyifh rabbits.

Here are mines of iron, and pits of marie and chalk ; woad, and madder, for dyers ;

wool, flax, faintfoyn ; and on the cliiFs, between Folkftone and Dover, is plenty of
famphire.

From Kent we crofled the water at Greenwich, and arrived at Limehoufe, in the

county of Middlefex. This is but a fmall county, but pleafant, fruitful, and dignified

with the city of London, the capital of the nation, and the city of Weftminfter, which
is the feat of the Britiili monarchs. It abounds with rich and pleafant villages ; and
I may in one word compleat its charader, when I declare it to be m.y opinion, that

here are more ingenious men, and more money fpent in coflly apparel, eating, drink-

ing, plays, operas, and other diverfions and gaieties of life, than in any other trad of
land of the fame circumference in the whole world befides.

As to the produce, manufa«SVures, and trade of this county, I am informed, that the

whole county almofl: is cantoned out into corn or pafture, and garden grounds near the

city. The manufactures are chiefly confined to the city or fuburbs, of which hereafter :

But it is amazing to fee in the neighbouring fields the immenfe tale of bricks and tiles

which are daily making for the fupply of new buildings. The trade being wholly car-

ried on in the port of London, it will be more properly remarked when I give an
account of that great and opulent city.

Having fl:aid fome time in London, we proceeded on our journey crofs Bow-bridge,
which divides Middlefex from Efl'ex, a county fo called, as has been before related,

ironi the Eafl Saxons, by whom it was inhabited.

2 The
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Tlie air is generally temperate ; but near the fea and the Thames, among the hun-

dreds, it is moifl ; and the inhabitants are fubjeft to agues. It abounds with corn,

cattle, wood, and wildfowl ; and the north parts of it, efpecially about Saffron-Walden,

produce great quantities of faffron ; the befl: in the world : The foil in fome places

thereabouts being fo rich, that after thi'ee crops of faffron it yields good barley, for

near twenty years together, without dunging. In other parts it produces hops.

It is particularly obferved of this county, that, generally fpeaking, the foil is befl

where the air is worfl, and e contra ; for the parts next to the fea and the Thames
among the fenny hundreds, which are fo aguifh, abound with rich paAures and corn

lands ; whereas the inland parts, though healthy, are many of them gravelly and

fandy, and not fo good either for corn or grafs. but more produdive of furze, broom,

brakes
;
yet there are others of clay and loam foils, which bear excellent corn and

pafturagc. No county affords provifions of all forts in greater plenty than this, both

by land and water, for the fupply not only of its own inhabitants, but of the city of

London. Many good and ferviceable hcrfes are bred in the marfhcs. Abundance of

fat oxen and flieep are alfo brought from thence to their markets ; and corn is weekly

fent up to that city in great quantities. Great dairies of cows are alfo kept here,

which bring forth calves admired for the whitenefs and delicacy of their flclh, infomuch

that. As good as an EJfcx calf, is a common proverb, with the citizens, to denote what

they like, as is the other faying. As valiant as an Efex lion, to ridicule what they

defpife.

About forty-five miles north-eafl of London, in this county, is carried on the great

manufafture of Colchefter baize, fo famous throughout Spain, Portugal, and their

American plantations ; which are brought to London in waggons containing eighty or

ninety hundredweight each, drawn with fix horfes only ; the roads being fo very hard

and level. N.B. The Effex farmers buy lean calves at Smithfield market, London,

and having fatted them, bring them to tne fame place to fell again.

Hertford fliire is an inland county, and abounds in grafs, wood, and corn fields,

covered with loofe flones. As there is little or no manuiadlure in this fliire, which is

full of maltilers, millers, dealers in corn, &c. fo their trade would be inconfiderable,

was it not for its being every way a great thoroughfare, and for its neighbourhood to

London, which makes the chief market-towns to be much frequented, for the fale of

wheat, barley, and all forts of grain, not only the growth of this, but feveral other

counties. Wheat, barley and malt are its chief commodities. And the barley of Hert-

fordfliire is fo much prized in London, that many hundred quarters are fold by that

name in a year, of which not a grain was ever fown in this county.

From Hertfordfliire we travelled into Bedfordfliire, which we found to be a fruilful

country ; eipecially the north parts, which yield plentiful crops of plump, white, and

ftrong barley, which, made into malt, is frequently fold in London, and other parts,

for that of Hertfordfliire. It has forefls and parks well ftored with d'^er, fat paflures

with cattle, produces great quantities of butter and choefe, with fuller's earth, and

woad for dying, and has plenty of poultry. Its chief manufa£lures are bone-lace, and

ft raw-hats.

The woad, for which this county is famous, is the plant with which the ancient

Britons ufed to dye their bodies, that they might appear the more terrible to their

enemies ; but rather, as fome think, to preferve them from the inclemency of the

weather. It is cultivated here after this manner : it is fown every year, and the old

woad, except what they fave for feed, is plucked up. The begimiing of March is the

feafon
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feafon for fowing it, and the middle of May for cropping it. It is bed in a dry year

;

but more plentiful in a wet one. It is cropped commonly four or five times a-year as

it comes up ; but the firft crop is beft, and every one after it gradually worfe. When
gathered it is immediately ground fmall in a mill^ till it becomes fit to ball ; and when
balled, it is laid upon hurdles to dry ; and then ground into powder. After this it is

fpread on a floor, and watered, which is called couching ; and then it it turned every

day till it is perfectly dry and mouldy, which is called filvering. After filvering, it is

weighed, and put into a bag containing two hundred weight, and then fent to the

dver to try it, who fets a price on it according to its goodnefs. The beft is commonly
valued at i81. a ton.

Adjoining to Bedfordfiiire is the county of Bucks, taking its name from beech trees,

in which it abounds, as I am told, more than any other part of England. Confequently

this fhire is diverfified with pleafant woods and fine ftreams, which render it a defireable

country ; befides the quality of its air, which is generally good, efpecially on the Chii-

tern-hills, fo that there is not a better in the whole ifland : and even in the vale, where

it is not altogether fo good, it is much better than in other low dirty counties. Its

chief rivers are the Thames, the Oufe, and the Colne. The foil, being generally marie

or chalk, is very fruitful, efpecially in corn ; and though it is ftony on the Chiltern-hills,

yet amidft thofe ftones there come up good crops of choice wheat and barley. It

abounds too with phyfical plants, perhaps more than any other county. As the land in

the vale is proper for grazing, fo it abounds with cattle. Th^re are fome graziers here,

who perhaps have 4 or 500!. a-year in land of their own, and yet rent three times as

much, which they keep all in their own management : and it is very certain, that one
fmgle meadow, called Buryfield, in the manor of Quarendon, was let not many years

ago for 800I. a-year. But the foil here, though fo good to feed fheep, is too rich to

breed them ; and it is common to give lol. for a ram to breed. The fheep of the

vale of Aleltury are the biggeft in England, and their mutton is very good
;

yet who-
ever has eaten of that of Banftead, Bagfhot, and Tunbridge, muft own there is better.

The beef here is fo good, that Buckinghamftiire bread and beef was formerly a pro-

verb ; meaning, that the former was the fineft, and the latter the fatteft in England.

The manufaftures of this fhire are paper and bone-lace; the former made* at

Wycomb mills, and the latter at Newport-Pagnel, where the lace is very little inferior

to that of Flanders. And here I can't forbear remarking how far the hnglifli degene-

rate from their native capacity of improving manufaftures, in the particular cafe of

paper, which, notwithftanding they have greater plenty of the beft rags, they commonly
make out of old rotten materials, the (havings and cuttings of paper, till it will not bear

the weight of the prefs ; and fell their beft rags abroad fo cheap, that the Dutch,
French and Genoefe, are able to import paper, made chiefly of Englifli rags, cheaper
and always better than any that is made in England, which is a great overfight.

My tutor, who was an Oxonian, having brought us to the confines of Oxfordfhire,

allured me that it would be worth my while to fee and fpend a few days in the famous
city and univerfity of Oxford ; to which I readily condefcended, but fliall refer my
minutes of that agreeable feat of learning to its proper place ; and, at prefent, I only
obferve, that Oxfordlliire enjoys a fweet healthful air, and is a very plentiful country

;

for the plains are judicioufly difpofed into corn-fields and meadows, and its few hills

exalt their heads with lofty woods, and harbour great plenty of all forts of game. I

did not meet with any particular manufafture in the whole county.

From Oxford we departed for Gloucefterfhire, which abounds with all forts of grain,
<:attle, fowl and game, and every thing that other counties produce, and altogether as

VOL. II. c excellent
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excellent in their kinds, efpecially bacon and cyder ; and its rivers afFord as great

plenty of hfh, eipecially falinon from the Severn, together with lampreys and congei-

eels. But, to give a truer idea of this county, we fliall coufider it in three parts, ac-

cording to its ulual divifion, viz.

1. Cotefvvould, the hilly part of the county, bordering on Warvvickfliire, Oxford-

fhire, and Berkfliire. It is not very fertile, and lies expol'ed to the winds and cold, fo

that its corn is flow in coming out of the ground; from whence arofe the proverb in

this county. It is as long in coming as Cote/would barley : but then it is healthy, and

feeds a multitude of fheep, whofe wool is exceeding fine, and fo improved by the inha-

bitants, that they may be reckoned as golden fleeces to the county, many of whofe

towns are fo eminent for the cloathing manufadure, that they have no others fit to be

named with it. It has been computed that before Englifla wool began to be clan

-

defl.inely exported to France, fifty thoufand cloths were made yearly in this fliire,

\Vhich are eftimated at ten pounds a cloth, the fine with the coarfe ; and the number
of flieep kept in the county, of which mofl: are fed in this part of it, is computed at four

hundred thoufand. It is faid, that the fine Spanifh wool came originally from the

Cotefwould flieep ; one of the Englifli kings, either Richard I. or Edward I. having

made a prefent of the breed to the then King of Spain.

2. The Vale, which is the middle part of the county, and fpreads into a fruitful plain

lying on both fides of the Severn, is a quite different clime from the Cotefwould, where,

if it be true that there are eight months in the year winter, and four too cold for fum-

mer, here it is certain are eight months fummei-, and four too warm to deferve the

name of winter. It is in this part of the county that excellent cheefe is made, which is

the fatteft and mofl agreeable to the palate of any in England ; though that which is fo

called in London, comes, for the moft part out of Wiltfliire ; the real cheefe of this

county going more to Brifliol than to London.

3. The forefl: of Dean, which is the mofl: weft part of the county, lies between the

Severn and the Wye. It was heretofore covered with wood, and contained thirty

thoufand acres of it, being twenty miles long, and ten broad ; and it was then fuch a

harbour for robbers, efpecially towards the banks of the Severn, that in the reign of

Henry VI. an act of Parliament was made on purpofe to reftrain them. But fince fo

many rich veins of iron have been difcovered, and forges eflablifiied here by aOs

of Parliament for working it, which require vaft quantities of wood to fupport

them, the woods are not only reduced to narrower bounds, but many towns and

villages have been built in the foreft, as is ufual where any manufafture is carried

on ; infomuch, that here are three hundreds, twenty-three parifli churches, three

market-towns, one mayor-town, one caflle, and one abbey. Where the woods

are Hill preferved, the oaks arc reckoned the belt in England ; the foil, which is a wet

clay, being proper for the growth of them. The oak timber of this foreft was

anciently fo famous, that moft of that employed in building of Englifli fhips was

fetched from hence : and this was fo well known to the Spaniards, that their invincible

armada, which was fent in 1558 to invade England, was ordered exprelsly to deftroy

this foreft, in hopes thereby of quite ruining the Ejiglifh navigation. Formerly, I was

told, the valleys of this county, which now are with more profit to the owners turned

into orchards, were full of vineyards. In a word, this county abounds in corn, wood,

wool, iron, fteel, cyder, falmon, and cheefe.

We ftill kept within land, and arrived \n Monmouthfliirc, which was formerly a

Welfli county. Its air is temperate and healthy, the caft parts are woody, and the

weft parts are a httle mountainous ; but in the general it is fruitful enough, and the

2 hills
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hills fetd cattle, flieep, and goats, while the valleys produce plenty of grafs and corn,

cl'pecially the latter, of which here is as good wheat as in any county of the kingdom,
jinii yet lands never fell for more than twenty-one years purchafe. The Briflol mer-

chants fend their fhips hither to take off great quantities of its corn for Portugal and

other countries. Coals are fo cheap here, that it is common to fee a good fire in the

lueanefl: cottage ; for a horfe load cofls but zd. at the mouth of the pit.

The principal manufafture of the county is flannel. The gentlemen here generally

fpeak Englilh, though the current language of the vulgar is Wclfh. The natives were
formerly reckoned a vahant and courageous people, and the moft ikilful archers of all

the Wel(h borderers
;

yet they were cruelly harraffed after the Normans came into

England by the lords of the marfhes, to whom feveral of the Englifli kings granted all

they could conquer here for their own.

Our next route was into Herefordfhire, which, they fay, - has alfo been a Welfh
county ; and its prodigious quantities of orchards and fruit trees, the very hedges being

full of them, have obtained to this county the agreeable name of the Orchard of

England. Ihis county abounds with all things neceflary for life ; but more efpeciallv

with corn, wool, falmon, and cyder ; and its wool and cyder is generally counted the

beft in England
;

yet this cyder, fo much admired, is made of the red-ftreak-apple,

•which is fcarce eatable ; and grows no wh ere fo well as in this county.

After a fhort ftay we arrived in Worcefterfhire, whofe air and foil are fo kindly,

that it is inferior to none of its neighbours, either for health or pleafure, the former
being fweet all over the county, the latter rich both in tillage and paflurage, the hills

being covered with flocks of fheep, and the valleys abounding in corn and rich mea-
dows. Neither is it lels happily accommodated with water ; for it has in all parts very
fine rivers, as the Severn, Stour, Avon, Teme, &c. which furnifh it plentifully with

fifli of the mofl; delicious kinds. The noble Severn direfts ihe courfe of its rich flream
from north to fouth through the very middle of the county ; and the Avon from
Warv/ickfliire runs into that river through the fouth part of the (hire. Its commodities
befides corn, cattle, cheefe, wool, cloth, fluffs, cyder, lampreys, &c. are perry and fait,

and the latter fuch in a pecuUar manner. Its perry is made of pears, and the befl

kind of it is very palateable, efpecially if it be three or four years old, when it is racy

and fpiritous. Hops are lately very much cultivated in this fliire, which commodity,
and their fait, are fent dowa the Severn in a fort of veffels called troughs, of which at

leaft twenty are conftantly employed to Briltol, Bridgewater, and other places, Somer-
fetlhire and Dorfetfliire being chiefly fupplied with the latter by this traffic.

Still returning to the north-eafl; we entered Warwickfliire, whole air is excellentj

the foil rich, and its principal commodities are corn, malt, wool, wood, iron, coal, and
cheefe.

'lis divided into two parts, the Felden, and the Woodland ; that on the fouth fide

and this on the north fide of the Avon ; by which it is certain, that as the former was
a champaign, the other was a woody country. The firfl; afforded all the paflure, and
corn grounds ; and the fecond was of little ufe, befides fuel ; but the iron works, in

the adjacent countries, have fo confumed the wood, that they have long fince made way
for the plough ; and at prefent, Vv'hat by marie, and other good contrivances, all this

part yields abundance oi corn ; fo that the Felden, which ufed to fupply the other with
corn, cheefe, and butter, is now turned, in a great meafure, into palturing. The foil

of both is good, and produces excellent corn and cheefe, efpecially the latter, which has
fo much the preference, that the very name of it given to that of ether counties, which
is not fo good, is enough to carry it off.

C 2 Of
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Of late years this county has been alfo diftinguiflied by a filk manufactory of ribbone

and other fniall wares at Coventry ; as alfo for hard wares at Birmingham ; whofe pro-

prietors have their warehoufes at London.

The next county eaftward is Northamptonfhire. Here I found the foil very fruitful

both in tillage and pafturage, but it is not well (locked with wood, nor (by reafon of its

dillance from the fea) can it be fupplied with coal as duly as other counties, fo that

winter fuel, as I was informed here, is exceeding dear. It abounds with flieep and other

cattle, wool, pigeons, and faltpetre ; and they fay it has been obferved, that there is

lefs wade ground in this than in any other county of England, there being but one

barren heath in it, and that near Whittering. 'Tis a plain level country, and fo popu-

lous, that from fome places may be feen no lefs than thirty fleeples at one view. Its

manufaftures are ferges, tammies, (halloons, boots and fhoes.

Our next progrefs was into Huntingtonfliire, which I was informed, having formerly

been a very woody country, and harbouring much game, was fo called from its being

moft proper for hunting. It ftill abounds with willows, marfliy on the north-eaft fide,

but plentiful of paflure ; and though it mufl; be allowed inferior, both as to the foil and

produce, to many other counties, it is pleafant, diverfified with hills, and yields plenty

of corn and cattle.

Keeping ftlU to the eafl: we pafled into Cambridgefliire, in which is feated another

famous univerfity of the Englifli nation. The air and foil of this county are very dif-

ferent, according to its different parts : the air is very good about Cambridge, and all

the fouth and cad parts, but damp and foggy, and therefore not fo wholefome, in the

ifle of Ely, and other northern low watery trafts, that are part of the great level of the

fens, called Bedford-level, and often fubjeft to inundations. The foil, however, in

general, is very fruitful ; the dry barren parts being improved in fome places from five

to thirty Ihillings an acre by the cinque-foil (that grafs which the French call Saint-foin,

becaufe they brought it from the Holy Land; and the low fpungy parts, by draining the

fens. Its chief commodities are excellent corn, efpecially barley, of which they make
vaft quantities of malt, cattle, butter, faffron, colefeed, hemp, fifli, and wild-fowl. The
principal manufaftures of this county are paper and bafkets.

N. B.—See an account of the univerfity of Cambridge hereafter-

At lafl we arrived in the maritime county of Suffolk, looking to the northern ocean ;

whofe air is very clear and wholefome, fweet and pleafant, even near the fea-lhore, be-

caufe the beach is generally fandy and (helly, which Ihoots off the fea-water, and keeps

it from flagnation and flinking mud. The phyficians, as they told me, reckon it as

good an air as any in the kingdom.

The foil is various ; that near the fea is fandy, and full of heaths, yet abounds with

rye, peafe, and hemp, and feeds great flocks of fheep. That called High Suffolk, or

the Woodlands, which is the inner part of the country, though it abounds with wood,

yet has a rich deep clay and marie, which produces good pafture, that feeds abundance

of cattle. The part which borders on Effex and Cambridge likewife affords excellent

paflure ; and about Bury and fo to the north and north-well, 'tis fruitful in corn, ex-

cept towards New-market, which is for the moft part green heath. 'Tis faid, that the

feeding cattle and flieep on turnips, which praftice has now obtained almofl; the general

approbation of the Englifti graziers and farmers, was an improvement firlt fet on foot

in this county.

Its chief commodities are butter and cheefc, the latter of which is fomewhat the

worfe for the fake of inriching the former ; but it is much the better for long voyages,

by reafon of its dryncfs, and the fea fo mellows it, that it has been fold for twelve pence

1 a pound.
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a pound. The butter, which is made here in great quantities, and conveyed to many
parts of England, is incomparable ; it is packed up in firkins, according to the flatutc,

and fold in markets and fairs for all ufes both by fea and land, but more particularly

to the cheefemongers of London. Here alfo I met with fome manufadures of woollen

and linen cloth.

Keeping now to the fea-coafl: we entered the county of Norfolk, which has a greater

variety of foil, than is, perhaps, in any other county, and in that refped; it is called

(juftly enough) the reprefentative of all England, for the beft and worft of foils ; but

even the latter, /. e. fens and marflilands, and the fandy heaths, are exceeding profit-

able ; the former affording rich pafture for cattle, and the latter feeding great flocks of

hardy flrong fheep, of a peculiar kind to this county, called Norfolks, and vaft num-
bers of filvcrhair'd rabbits. The light, deep, and clay grounds, are very fruitful in

rye and peafe, wheat and barley ; and near Walfingham, they produce faffron. On
the banks of its rivers, and its rivulets, are many fine meadows and paftures ; and near

its towns are many fprings, groves, and coppices : fome villages are faid to keep no
lefs than five thoufand fheep. The lord of every town orders how many, and what
fort of fheep the people (hall have, direfts their walks both in winter and fummer,
where they fliall be folded for the fake of their dung, and how they fhall be driven

from place to place. Its product confifls chiefly in corn, wool, honey, and faff'ron ; the

beft faff'ron growing near Walfingham : And the manufadures of this county are chiefly

fluff's, crapes, and ftockings.

Proceeding northerly, we came into Lincolnfhire, which is ufually divided into three

parts, viz. Holland on the fouth-eaft fide, Keftevan on the fouth-weft:, and Lindfey
on the north, which laft is much the biggefl j for its divifion takes in all that lies north
of Lincoln city, and of the Fofs-Dyke, which King Henry L cut betwixt the Withara
and Trent.

The firft is a foft marfhy ground, abounding with rivers and fens, and has therefore

a bad air.

The fecond has an air more wholefome, as It is lefs aff'efted by the fogs from the

fens ; and a foil more fruitful.

The third is generally reckoned healthy, efpecially on the weft fide.

The inland country produces corn, the fens colefeed, and the richeft paftures ; fo

that their cattle are bigger than in any county except Somerfet, which took a breed
from thence about threefcore years ago, and has much improved the fize by their

richer paftures. And their horfes are reputed to be no ways inferior to the Yorkftiire

breed.

Once more we left the fight of the fea-fhore, aud entered the inland county of
Leicefter, which enjoys both a good air and a good foil, that produces wheat, barley,

peas, and oats ; but its moft natural and plentiful crops are beans, efpecially in that

part of Sparkingho hundred, which lies about the village, called from thence Barton in

the beans, where they are fo luxuriant, that towards harveft time, when I faw them,
they looked like a foreft. The Norfolkians are not fonder of dumplins, than the

Leiceftrians are of beans ; which though they are in other countries food only for

horfes or hogs, unlefs eaten when they are green, in this they are efteemed good for

men all the year round. Perhaps they are more tender and fweeter here than in other

places, for this reafon in the very nature of things, viz. that where any grain thrives

beft, 'tis always the fweeteft and wholefomeft of the kind. The people have not only

a pleafure of eating, but a profit of felling them to their neighbours, who indeed deride

them by the name of bean bellies, and have a proverb which fays, Jl^ake a Le\ceJierJ}nre

man
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Tpan by the cdhir, and\ou Jhall hear the beans rattle in his belly ; but the yeomen fmile at

what is faid to rattle m their bellies, while they know good lilver thereby rings in their

pockets.

There are no manufaftures in this county, except It be ftockings, which has been

of late much encouraged ; fo that the (hepherd and hufbandman engrofs almofl all to

thcmfelves ; for as the latter fupplies other counties with its corn and pulfe, the former

fends its wool into many parts of England, which fetches them good money.
The great want of fuel, in the inland country efpecially, is fupplied by a very rich

coal mine, at a place called Cole Orton, from whence 'tis fold at good rates to the

neighbouring counties.

Their fheep are of the Lincolnfiiire breed, fomewhat bigger than thofe of Cambridge
and Norfolk ; and the country is pretty well flocked with deer, for which here are

feveral parks.

Moft of the gentlemen here are graziers, and in fome places the latter are fo rich, that

they grow gentlemen, it being common here for graziers to rent farms in this county

from 500I. to 2000I. a-year.

The horfes bred, or rather fed here, are the largefl: in England, being generally the

black fort for the coach and dray, of which great numbers are continually fent up to

London.
Adjoining to Leicellerfhire on the north road is the county of Nottingham, which,

excepting the large foreft of Sherwood, is an exceeding fruitful place, efpecially on the

fouth-ealt, and the weft fide is woody, and full of good coal. The chief commodities

are cattle, corn, malt, wool, coal, wood, liquorice, cheefe, butter, leather and tallow.

It alfo yields marie of feveral forts, and a ftone not unlike alabafter, only fofter ; which,

when burnt, makes a plaller harder than that of Paris, wherewith they generally floor

their upper rooms. The chief manufaftures are ftockings, glafs, and earthen wares ;

and 'tis noted for fine ftrong ale, a liquor made of malt and hops much admired by the

Englilh.

To the weft of Nottinghamftiire lies Derbyfliire, an inland county, and according

to its different parts, deferving of a diff'erent charafter ; for the eaft and fouth parts,

which are full of gentlemen's feats and parks, are well cultivated and fruitful in all

kinds of grain, efpecially barley, which makes many of the inhabitants maltilers, who
have a good trade both for their malt and ale. The weft part on the other fide of the

Derwent is barren, confifting of nought but bleak hills and mountains, except fome

fields of oats, and is therefore called the Peak, from the Saxon word Peaeland, which

fignifies an eminence; neverthelefs there is fome grafs on the hills, and plenty in the

vales, which feed great flocks of flieep and other cattle
;
yet by reafon of its fubterrane-

ous riches in mines and quarries, this traft is almolt as profitable to the inhabitants as the

otlier part ; for its mountains and quarries yield great quantities of the bell lead, anti-

mony, mill-ftones, fcythe-flones, and grindftoues, marble, alabafter, a coarfe fort of

chryftal, azure, fpar, green and white vitriol, allum, pit-coal, andiron ; for the forming

of which, here are forges, where fuch quantities of wood are confumed every day, as

well as what is uled at the lead mines and coal delfs, that the counti^ has very little,

if any, left. This peak abounds with wonders or curiofities, which the inhabitants

generally reduce to feven : viz. i. The famous palace of the Duke of Dcvonfhire,

called Chatfworth-houfe. 2. Mam-tor, a wonderful mountain. 3. Eden-hole. 4.

liuxton-wells, 5. Weeding-well, or Tidc's-well. 6. Pool's-hole. '7. The devil's a—e,

or peak's a— c.

From
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From acfmiring the wonders of Derbyfliire, we returned eaftward, and eroded part

ofNottinghainOiire into the noted county of York, the largeft county in England, or

rather a county full of fhires. But firft, to write of it in general, I found that the

commodities of Yorkfliire are in a particular manner allum, jet, lime, liquorice, horfes :

l<s manufactures, knives, bits, fpurs, Uockings, &c. But the greated of all is cloth,

with which it in a good meafure fupplies Germany and the north. The corn and

cattle with which it abounds, are not mentioned, becaufe thefe are what they have in

common with other counties. Iron and lead mines have been in more plenty than of

late years, though no lefs than 40.000 perfons are employed in the iron manufaftures,

under about 600 mafter cutlers, who are incorporated by the ftile of the cutlers of

Hallamfliire. And now in particular, this county is divided into three parts, or

ridings, each of which is as large, if not larger than any ordinary county ; which are

dillinguifhed by welt, eaft, and north, from their fituation with refpeft to the city of

York, and contain^ viz.

Wapentakes or Hundreds. Market towns.

The Weft riding lo 24

Eaft riding 4 ^

North riding 12 £7
26 49

And firft of the Weft-riding ; its air, though fliarp, is generally reckoned more heal-

thy, than that of the other two Ridings. The foil, on the weft* fide of it, is hilly and

ftony, and therefore not very fruitful ; though in the valleys, there is plenty of good

meadow ground and pafture. But that part of it towards the river Oufe is a rich foil,

producing wheat and barley, though not in fo great plenty as oats, which are cultivated

with fuccefs, even in its worft parts.

In this Riding are trees feldom found in other counties, as firs, yews, and chefnuts ;

and 'tis remarkable, not only for its many parks and chaces, but for mines of lime-ftone

for manure, and quarries of ftone for building, and of another fort, whereof the people

make allum ; which is of a blueifli colour, and will cleave like cornifli flate. The
mine lies deep, and requires great pains to dig up ; but being calcined, 'tis made into

allum by various percolations and boilings. This Riding is noted alfo for jet and

liquorice, for fine horfes and goats, befides other cattle ; for making and curing legs o£

pork into hams, like the Portuguefe and Weftphalian ; and for the manufactories of

of cloth and iron.

The Eaft-riding is the fmalleft of the three, confined within the rivers Derwent,

Oufe, Humber, and the German Ocean. Its fouth-eaft part, called the Wapentake of

Holdemefs, is a fruitful fpot ; and the parts which lie on the fea-coaft and the Der-

went are rich, and full of towns ; but the middle of this divifion is overfpread with

barren, fandy, dry, uninhabited woulds, which are called Yorkfwould, being great

downs and hills that produce fome corn, and feed great numbers of black cattle, horfes

and flieep, whofe fleeces may compare with thofe of Cotefwould ; but they are generally

fent to the marfties to be fattened. The foil about thefe woulds abounds with chalk,

flint, fire-ftones, &c. and in divers parts of it there are mines of coal and free-ftone.

Thefe woulds extend a great way into the wapentakes of Sainton, Buckcrofs, and Die-

kerings ; and at the foot of them, near Bugthorp and Leppington, are found the ftones

called aftroites, which are dug out of a blue clay on the banks of a rivulet between

Bugthorp and Ihe Woulds, though many of them are walhed by the rains into the brook.

The
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The air cannot be fuppofed to be the pureft every where in this Riding, confidering

how great a part of it is incompafled by the fea and the Humber.

The North-riding is as it were the northern frontier of the two fore-mentioned

ridings ; extending along the coafl: from that called Robin Hood's Bay, on the north

fide of Flamborough-head, as far as Whitby, being bounded on the north with the

river Tecs, which fcparates it from Diirham. It runs from the fea in a narrow tracl of

near fixty miles, as far as Weftmoreland, and is bounded on the fouth and wefl with

the Derwent and Ure, which part it from the eafl: and weft Ridings.

The eaft part of this country towards the ocean is called Blackmoor, ;. e. a land

black, and mountainous, being all over rugged and unfightly, by reafon of craggs, hills,

and woods. The north-weft part of it, which is of a large extent, and called Rich-

mondfliire, is almoft one continued eminence, or ridge of craggy rocks, and vaft moun-
tains, the fides of which yield pretty good grafs here and there, and the bottoms and

valleys are not unfruitful. The hills afford great ftore of lead, pit-coal, and brafs ; and in

a charter of Edward IV. mention is made of a mineral or copper-mine near the very town

of Richmond. On the tops of thefe mountains, as well as elfcwhere, plenty of (tones,

like fea cockles, are found in firm rocks and beds of lime-ftone, fometimes at fix or

eight fathom under ground. The miners therefore call them run lime-ftones, as fup-

pofing them to be produced by a more than ordinary heat, and a quicker fermentation

than they allow to the produdtion of the other parts of the quarry. The hills here to-

wards Lancafliire have a profpeft fo wild, folitary and unfightly, and all things are fo

ftill, that the neighbours have called fome rivulets here Hellbecks, efpecially that at the

head of the river Ure, which, with a bridge over it, of one entire Jione, falls fo deep,

that it ftrikes one with horror to look down. There is fafe harbour in this trad for

o-oats, deer, and ftags, which are very remarkable and extraordinary for their bulk and

branchy heads. The river Ure rifes here out of the weft mountains, and runs

through Wenefdale, a valley well ftocked with cattle and land.

Swaldale is another divifion of the Riding, being a dale fo called from the river

Swale, which runs through it, wherein Paulinus the Archbiihop of York is faid to have

baptized 10,000 Saxons in a day. 'Tis a pretty broad, pleafant vale, with grafs enough,

but it wants wood, for though there is a place near it called Swaldale foreft, there are

fcarcc any trees in it now, whatever there were formerly. Near it is Wenefdale, a

very rich fruitful valley ftocked with vaft herds of cattle, for which there is delicate

pafture. The moft woody foreft in this Riding is that of Galtres, called, in Latin,

Galaterium Nanus, which in fome places is thick and ftiady, in others flat, wet and

boggy. This foreft in the reign of Edward III. extended itfelf, they fay, to the very

walls of York ; and it muft have been a place of fome note in the reign of Henry VII.

becaufe it appears from a patent in Rymer's Foedera, that he appointed his fon Prince

Henry warden of this foreft.

Befides coals already mentioned, this Riding produces marble, allum, jet, and cop-

peras. The allum is a mineral dug out of a rock, of the colour of Hate at firft, but,

when burnt, it changes to a mere ruddy colour, and then it is fteeped in pits of water

dug for that purpofe, after which 'tis boiled and clarified, as it comes to us. The
chief allum-works here are carried on by the Duke and Duchefs of Buckingham*,

at Whitby, where was the greateft plenty of its mine.

As for jet, geat, or black amber, in Latin, gagates, though the name is given to the

aiCi 'tis veiy different from it, though fome miftake it to be the fame. 'Tis found^^aie.

* Since dead.

Ul
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in Icveial places of this county by the fea-fide, in the chinks and clefts of the rocks.

'Tis naturally of a reddilh rufty colour, but when poliflied, 'tis a fliining black.

Its copperas is extraded out of fome of the earth that is dug out of the alluin

mines ; for in fearching for the allum earth, there arlfe veins of metals, and foils of

divers colours, efpecially thofe of ocre and murray, from which they cxtrad copperas

as well as alluin.

Its marble is hewed out of the rocks near Eggleftone in Richmondfliire, where be-

gins that mountainous traft, in the north-wcfl part of this fhire, called by the inhabitants

Stanemoor, becaufe 'tis fo rugged and flony : at the fame time 'tis a place fo defolate,

that it has but one Inn, and that in the middle of it, for entertaining travellers.

The hulbandmen all along the fhore about Whitby are almofl; continually employed

in making a particular manure for their land. For this purpofe they gather the fea

wreck, and lay it on heaps, and when 'tis dry they burn it. While this is doing they ftir

it to and fro with an iron rake, to prevent its burning to alhes, and fo it condenfes and

cakes together in fuch a body as they call kelp, which is alfo of ufe in making allum.

The air is colder and reckoned more wholefome in this than in the other two
Ridings. As the air is colder here than in the other Ridings, it not only produces

more pit-coal than they do, but is furniflied with very large forefts of fuel, as Apelgarth,

Lune, and New Foreft in the wapentake of Gillingwcft, befides Pickering Foreit in the

wapentake of that name, and Galtres abovementioned. .

As the fea-coall here fwarms with herrings at their proper feafon, and large turbuts,

fo its rivers abound all the year with variety of frefh filh.

From Richmond we foon pafl'ed by Fierce-bridge into the county of Durham, for-

merly called the patrimony of St. Cuthbert, and endowed with more privileges, as I

was told, than any other county, till the Reformation ; and now 'tis efteeraed the riched

bifhopric in England.

They who delight in a good Iharp air will probably take pleafure in that of this

bilhopric, which is obferved to be colder in the weft parts than the eaft, where the

warm breezes from the fea diflblve both ice and fnow. In the weftern parts of it the

fields are barren and naked, the woods thin, and the hills bald ; but the lead and coal

mines make fome amends for that flerility of foil. The eafl:, fouth, and north parts are

more fruitful, efpecially where the hufbandman has bedowed due labour upon it.

Upon the whole, though we meet here with variety of meadows, pallures and corn
fields, the foil of the bifhopric is not in general to be reckoned among the moll fruit-

ful
;

yet 'tis thick fet with towns, and very rich in mines of coal, which is exported
from Shields, Sunderland, and Hartlepoole to London, and other places, all under the

name of Newcaflle coal. In moll parts of this county coal lies fo near the furface of
the earth, that the waggon and cart wheels often turn it up in the beaten road, and
thereby the veins are difcovercd. Not to enter into the difculFion of naturalifts upon
coal, I (hall make ufe of the learned Camden'B vvoi-ds : " Some would have <his fca-

" coal to be a black, earthy bitumen, others to be jet, and others to be lapis Tbrncius ;
" all which that great mailer of mineral learning, Georgius Agricola, proves to be the
" very fame. For certain, this of ours is nothing but bitumen hardened and con-
" creted by heat under ground, for it calls the fame finell that bitumen does, and if

" water be I'priiikled on it, it burns the hotter and clearer ; but whether or no it is

" quenched with oil, I have not tried. If the lapis obfulianus be in England, I lliould

" take it for that which is found in other parts of this kingdom, and commonly goes
'' by the name of cannel, or candle-coal, for that is hard, iliining, light, and apt to
''• cleave into thin Hakes, and to burn out as foon as it is kindled.'' Later inquirers

ii.to the nature of this mineral afleit, that befides ihe bituminous part eafily difcerui-d
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in the burning, there are iometimes vitriolic and ferrugineous, with a mixture of ocre

and terrene parts. Indeed, vitriol is frequently found in the mines, and ocre often

adheres to it. The abundance of this produft in the bifhopric is the reafon that the

inhabitants apply little to any other traffic or manufafture. The foil is farther kind to

them in yielding lead and iron ; and the treafure of mines is fo much fooner brought

home than thofe of manufadures and traffic, that where the one abound, the other are

generally negle£led.

We pafled from the barren furface, but rich bowels of the county of Durham, by
the town of Gatefide, into Newcaflle, which is a town and county of itfelf ; and we
from thence proceeded to make our obfervations on the county of Northumberland,

which heretofore gave name to one of the kingdoms in the Heptarchy. We found

the foil various : that on the fea-coaft is very fruitful, if well manured and cultivated,

bearing good wheat, and mod forts of other grain ; and on both fides of the Tine there

are very large meadows. The weft parts indeed are very mountainous, but abound
with rich mines of coal, &c. and afford good pafture for fheep ; and though thefe

northern parts are generally bleak in the winter with nipping frolfs, yet the fhepherds

here, being defended by the mountains, dwell in their huts called fheals, during the

winter feafon, and attend their flocks alfo all the fummer in the open fields. The men
of this county, I was told, are remarkably good foldiers ; and it abounds with ancient

and good families. It abounds more with coal, efpecially about Newcaftle, than any

other county in England ; which, though it be not fetched out of the fea, but dug out

of the ground, as that which in other countries is called pit-coal, yet being brought by

fea to all the other parts of England, and carried alfo by fea to Scotland, as well as

France and Flanders, it is thence called fea-coal. It is almoft impoffible to exprefs the

vaft trade that is brought into this county by the tranfportation of coals to all parts,

infomuch that London alone, before there was half the number of brewers and

diftillers that there is now, was faid to confume 600,000 chaldrons in a year,

Notwithftanding Northumberland is a very large county, and does not want its pecu-

liars to recommend it to a traveller, we poiled with more than ufual expedition to re-

turn by Cumberland, from whence we fet out, foon after we could take a curfory view

of that and the other counties we had left unfurveyed.—Cumberland is bounded on the

wefl by the Irifli Sea, by which means it enjoys a good maritime trade ; and its hills

yielding good pafture, and valleys plenty of all forts of grain, it may not be improperly

numbered among the fruitful counties of the illand : it alio not only abounds with wild-

fowl and fifli, for pleafure and fupport of life ; but with pit-coal and mines of lead and

copper, to enable them to carry on a foreign trade with advantage.

The happy foil of Cumberland was no fooner left, but we pitied the poor inhabitants

of that hill and marfliy county of Wcftmoreland ; though as we proceeded fouthward

we found it not without fomc bleffings of Heaven, or fruitful fpots of ground ; and

merely prompted by neceffity, as I fuppofe, in fome parts of this county the natives en-

deavour to make i:p the deficiences of their foil by their art and indulby : for, arriving

at Kendal, we (beyond all cxpe(rtation) found it to be a rich, well-inhabited town, and

carrying on a great trade of wcollen cloth, druggets, fergc, cotton, ftockiiigs and

hats.

We flill kept by the fhore of the Iriffi Sen, and paffcd forward into the county palatine

of Lancaftcr. And here 1 obfervcd, that the foil, where it is plain and level, commonly

yields wheat and barley ; the hills are generally ftony and barren, but their bottoms

produce excellent oats. In fome parts the land produceth good hemp, and the pafture

ground feedeth both oxen and cows of a larger fizc than in any other county. Here

is plenty ol timber, coal, lead, iron, copper, antimony, black-lead, lapis calamiimr'u ;

6 - and
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and allum, brimftone, and green vitriol, found in the coal-pits. Here alfo is found, in

the manor of Huigh, a fort of coal, called cannel or candle-coal, which not only makes

a much better or more chearful fire than pit-coal ; but when poliflied, will not foil a

white linen cloth, though it is as black as jet.

In the marfiiy part of this county the natives burn turfs, which they have in great

plenty ; and it abounds with many good trading towns, efpecially in the fullian, linen

check, and narrow both linen and woollen wares, at Preflon, Blackbourne, Bolton,

Bury, Rochdale, Warrington, but efpecially at Manchefter and in its neighbourhood. In

this county is alfo that famous town Liverpool, lb noted through the world for its ex-

tenfive trade.

The pleafure I took in viewing the manufatlures in Lancafliire detained us more
than ufual ; but at laft we fet forward for Chefliire, whofe produft is more particularly

cheefe and fait. Its cheefe is faid by mofl; authors, and commended by moft eaters, to

be the bell in England, except fuch as have tailed the Chedder cheefe of Somerfet-

fliire, which muft be allowed to excel it by far ; which by foms is attributed to the

excellency of its pafturage, which mufl be allowed to be the richeft of any on the well

fide of Britain. Of this cheefe I was informed from credible hands, that London takes

off 14,000 tons a-year ; that the navigation of the Trent and Severn carries off near

8000 tons more, and that the kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland do not buy up lefs

than 4000 tons of the fame yearly ; befides what is carried off by land carriage, and

confuraed in Wales, and the inland counties : which together, upon a moderate com-
putation, cannot amount to lefs than 30,000 tons a-year. Nor could I think myfelf

impofed upon by this eltimate, when I am a witnefs, that you cannot go into any good
houfe, public or private, throughout England, but you are fure to be entertained after

victuals with Cheihire cheefe^ But all the cheefe that pafles for Chelhire at London,
and other places, is not made in this county ; for great part of it comes out of Wales,
where fon>e pretend the goats are milked as well as the cows for that ufe. It affords

great ftoi-e of all forts of viftuals, corn, flefh, fifh, and of the bell falmon. It derives a

confiderable trade, not only by importing, but by return, as having within itfelf falt-

pits, mines, and metals.

As to the fait made in this county, it being a method quite new to me, and the

means of driving a confiderable trade, I thought it worth my while to be more diligent

in my fpeculation about it ; by which I found that about Nantwich, Northwich, and
Middlewich, about thirty miles from the fea, are feveral falt-fprings near the river

Weaver, and feldom exceed four yards in depth, vvfhich is called the falt-pit ; and the

water is fo very cold at the bottom of the pit, that when the briners fometimes go
about to cleanfe it, they cannot flay in it above half an hour, and in that time they are

forced to drink flrong waters. The fprings are rich or poor in a double fenfe ; for

a fpring may be rich in fait, but poor in the quantity of brine it affords. It is a mif-

taken notion of the briners, that the brine is flrongefl at the full and change of the

moon. The quick ufe of the pit adds extremely to the ilrength of the brine, for much
or frequent drawing makes way for the fait fprings to come quicker, and allows the

lefs time for the admiffion of frefh fprings.

It is ohferved by the briners, that they make more fait with the fame quantity of
brine in dry than in wet feafons. They ufe for their fuel Staifordfkire pit-coal, 'llie

pans in which they boil the fait are fet upon iron bars, and clofed up on all fides with

clay and bricks, that neither flame nor fmoak may get through. They firfl fill their

pans with brine out of the pit, from which it comes to them in feveral wooden gutters :

then they put into their pans, among their brine, a certain mixture made of about

D 3 twenty
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twenty gallons of brine, and two quarts of calf's, cow's, or chiefly fheep's blood,

mixed into a claret colour. Of this mixture they put about two quarts into a pan that

holds about three hundred and fixly quarts of brine. This bloody brine, at the firfi;

boilin<T up of the pan, brings up a fcum, which they are careful to rake off with a

wooden handle, thruft through a long fquare of wainfcot board, twice as big as a good

fquare trencher : this they call a loot. They then continue the fire as quick as they

can, till half of the brine be walled ; and this they call boiling up of thefrejh : but when

it is half boiled away, they fill their pans again with new brine out of the fhip (the

name they give to a great cilfern by their pan's fide), into which their brine runs

through the wooden gutters from the pump, which (lands in the pit. Then they put

into the pan two quarts of the following mixture : they take a quart of whites of eggs,

beat them thoroughly with as much brine till they are well broken ; then they mix

them with twenty gallons of brine, as before was done with blood ; and thus that

which they call the whites is made. As foon as this is in, they boil fharply till the

fecond fcum rifes ; then they fcum it off as before, ^nd boil it very gently till it corn,

to procure which, when a part of the brine is waded, they put into each pan of the

contents aforefaid, about a quarter of a pint of the beil and flrongefl: ale they can get.

This makes a momentary ebullition, which is foon over, and then they abate their fires,

yet not fo, but that they keep it boiling all over, though gently ; for the workmen fay,

that if they boil fall here, which they call boiling on the leach, becaufe they ufually at

this time lade in their leach-brine, which is fuch brine as runs from their fait, when it is

taken up before it hardens ; if, I fay, they boil faft here, it wafles their fait. After all

their leach-brine is in, they boil gently till a kind of fcum comes on it like a thin ice,

which is the firft appearance of the fait. Then that finks, and the brine every where

wathers into corns at the bottom to it, which they gently rake together with their loots.

They do it gently, for much flirring breaks the corn; fo they continue till there is but

very little brine left in the pans. Then with their loots they take it up, the brine drop-

ping from it, and throw it into barrows, which are cafes made with flat cleft wickers in

the fhape almofl: of a fugar loaf, with the bottom uppermofl *. When the barrow is

full, they let it ftand fo for half an hour in the trough, where it drains out all the

leach-brine abovementioned. Then they remove it into their hot-houfe behind their

works, made there by two tunnels under their pans carried back for that purpofe. The

kach-brine that runs from the barrows they put into the next boiling, it being fait

melted, and wanting only to be hardened. This work is performed in two hours in

the fmaller pans, which are fliallowcr, and generally boil their brine more away
;

wherefore their fait will lafl; better, though it does not granulate fo well, becaufe when

tlie brine is wafled, the fire and the flirring breaks the corns. But this fait weighs

heavier, and melts not fo i'oon ; and therefore is bought by thein who carry it far.

\\\ the greater pans, which are ufually deeper, they are about half an hour longer in

boiling'; but, becaufe they take their fait out of the brine, and only harden it in their

hot-houfe, it is apter to melt away in a moifl air
;

yet of this fort of fait, the bigger

the grain is, the longer it endures ; and generally this is the better granulated, and the

clearer, though the other be the whiter. This kind meafures to good profit, therefore

it is much bought by them who fell again.

* When the troughr. or barrels fet in tlic earth to receive the fait water from the pit are full, of which

notice is given by a bell, they lade the water into their leads, of which they have fix in every wich-houfe,

and immediately put lire to them to boil up the fait. Thefe btinc-pans arc attended by certain women

called tuallers, who with little wooden rakes draw the fait from the bottom as the brine is fcctliing, and

and put into the abovementioned wickeri or barrows, where they let the fait Hand for the wuter to drain

fiom it.
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They never cover their pans at all, during their whole time of boiling. They have

their hoiifcs like barns open up to the thatch, with a louver-hole or two to vent the

fteam of the pans, which is fuch, that I am confident no plafter will ftick, but the

board will warp, and the nails will rufl, fo as quickly to fret to pieces.

Grey fait is the fweepings of the fait which are conftantly fhed and fcattered about
on the floor, not without taking much of the dirt, which occafions its greyifnnefs.

This does not fell at half the price of white fait, and is only bought up by the poorer
fort of people, to fait their bacon, coarfe cheefe, &c. Catts of fait are made of the

worfl fort of fait, when yet wettifh from the pans, molded and intermixed with cum-
min-feed and alhes, and fo baked into a hard lump in the mouths of their ovens. The
ufe of thefe is only for pigeon-houfes ; but loaves of fait are the fined of all for

trencher ufe. There is no difference in the boiling of thefe from the common vi-ay

of fine fait, but in the making up fome care is ufed ; for, firft, they cut their barrows,

which they intend for fait loaves, vith a long flit from top to bottom, equally on both
fides ; they then tie both fides together with cords ; then they fill this barrow with fait

boiled as ufually, but in the filling are careful to ram down the fait with the end of
fome wooden bar, continuing this till their barrow be filled to their minds ; then
placing it fpeedily in their hot-houfe, they let it fland there all the time of their wall-

ing ; wherefore they prepare for their loaves at the beginning of the work, that they

may have all the benefit of their hot-houfes ; and when thefe begin to flack, they take

out the loaves, and untie the cords which faftened the barrow, that both fides may open
eafily without breaking the loaf. Then they take the loaf and bake it in an oven, where
houfhold-bread has been baked, and jufl: drawn out. This they do twice or thrice, till

they fee it is baked firm : and this being placed in a ftove, or a chimney-corner, and
covered clofe with a hofe of cloth or leather, like the fugar-loaf papers, will keep very
white ; and when they have occafion to ufe any, they Ihave it off with a knife, as is

done with loaf-fugar to fill the falt-cellar.

Our next route was into Staffordfhire, which alfo is compofed of various foils ; for

the moor-lands of this county, which are mountainous, and therefore reckoned the moft
barren, produce a ihort but fweet grafs, by which they bring up as fine large cattle as

thofe of Lancaihire } and the graziers fay, that they will feed better, and much mone,
in the rich paftures and meadows that adorn the banks of the Dove, Trent, Blythe,

Charnet, kc. all in the north part of this county. Dove-bank, or the banks of the

Dove, is reckoned the bed feeding ground in England, foi the reafons abovemen-
tioned ; and by thefe rich pafturcs and meadows the great dairies are maintained in this

part of Stafford Ihire, which fupply the noted Uttoxcter-market with fuch vaft quantities

of butter and cheefe. Sheep arc alfo fed in the northern as well as the fouthern parts

in great numbers, but they are fmall, and their wool is coarfe. They generally have
black nofes, and their wool is fomething finer in the fouth than in the north. Much of it is

manufaftured in this county in the cloathing-trade and felting. Nor is the arable ground
lefs fruitful than the pallure ; for even the barren moor-lands, when manured by the
hufbandnian with marie and lime mixed with turf aflies, produce good oats and barley ;

the laft not fo plenty indeed, but as good as in the fouth. And as to the fouthern parts,

and fome adjacent pariflics in the north, they produce all forts of grain, as wheat, rye,

barley, pulfe, &c. In thefe parts they alfo fow hemp and flax ; fo that this ihire, all

things confidered, may be called Terrafids contenta bonis, i. e. that can fubfift of itfelf

without the help of any other county.

As, to fubterraneous produftions, both the moor-lands and wood-lands yield lead,

copper, iron, marble, alabafler, mill-flones, coal and fait, near as good as that of

Chelhire.
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Chefliire, &c. Of this fort of lands confifts the chace of Canock-wood, and mofl: of the

warrens and parks of the nobility and gentr)'. In the more fruitful part of the county

are found marles of feveral forts and colours, moft of which are laid upon their lands

with very great fuccefs ; and of fome they make very good bricks, efpecially of the

reddifli clay marie. Here are other ufeful earths, which has caufed the befl: manu-

factory for earthen and ftone wares in England to be promoted in this county. There

is a brick-earth which burns blue, and is fuppofed to be that fort whereof the Romans
made their urns ; fullers-earth, potters-clay, particularly a fort lifed in the glaffes at

Amblecot, whereof are made the befl in England, for which reafon it is fold for 7d.

a-bufhel, and fent as far as London, Briftol, &c. flip, a reddifh fort of earth, wherewith

they paint divers veflfels
;
yellow and red ocres, which are obferved to lie chiefly in

their beft lands ; and tobacco-pipe-clay, of which the befl. fort is found in Monway-field,

between Wednefbury and Willingsforth. It produces alfo valuable Hones, and minerals

of various forts : as, i. The fire-ftone for hearths of iron furnaces, ovens, &c. ; 2. Rocks

of lime-ftone ; 3. Iron-ftone, dug at Darlefl;on, Apedale, and many other places. The
beft fort of iron-ftone, called mu(h, is as big fometimcs as the crown of a hat, and con-

tains a pint of a cold fharp liquor, yet fo pleafant to the tafte, that the workmen are

fond of it : this fort is found at Rufhal, and the beft fort of iron wares, as keys, &c.

are made of it ; 4. The blood-ftone, or hxmatitcs, found in the Brook Tent, which is

very weighty, and if a little wet will draw red lines like ruddle
; 5. Copper-ore, or

ftones dug out of Edon-hill, in the parifla of Wetton ; 6. Lead-ore, dug in a yellowifh

ftone with cawk and fpar in Townsfield, on the fide of Lawton-park; 7. Quarry-

ftones, mill-ftones, and grind-ftones of feveral colours ; 8. Alabafter, and good marble

of divers Idnds, fome of which exceeds any brought from beyond fea ; and there are

whole mountains of it in the lordfliip of Grindon at Yelperfley-tor, Powke-hill, &c.

To fupply the fcarcity of wood, which is feldom ufed in this county for fuel, there

is plenty of turf and peat, cannel-coal, peacock and pit-coal. The cannel-coal, which

has been formerly mentioned in my account of Lancalhire, is fuppofed to take its name
from the Britifli word canwell, fignlfying a candle, becaufe it gives fo bright a flame,

that in the dark it fupplies the place of a candle. The peacock coal, which is dug up

on Hanley-green, near Newcaftle-under-Line, is fofter than cannel-coal, and therefore

not capable of being poUftied as that is. It is fo called, becaufe it has all the colours

in the peacock's train, when turned towards the light ; but it is better lor the forg(3

than the kitchen, which is fupplied by the pit-coal, dug about Wedneitury, Dudley

and Sedgeley, and is preferred by fome to cannel-coal ; for it burns into white aflies,

leaving no fuch cinder as the coal fi-oni Newcallle-upon-Tyne, Of this fort of coal

there is fuch plenty in this county, that commonly there arc twelve or fourteen

collieries, and twice as many out of work within ten miles round, which aftbrd from

two thouland to five thoufand tons a-year ; but it will not be ferviceablc in malting till

it is charred ; when it is fo freed from all its unplcafant fumes, then it makes fit winter-

firing for a chamber. The coal thus prepared is called coak, and gives as good heat

almoit as charcoal. This pit-coal often takes fire in the pit, which may be afcribed to

the bitumen in the coal, which being put into a ferment by water, produceth fire, and

fo the pits take fire of chemfelves.

We at laft arrived in the county of Salop, where the air is very healthy, as it gene-

rally is, in fuch. as are mountainous or hilly. The foil, which is in many parts of a

reddifli clay, is various as in other places ; the fouth and weft parts, which are the moft

hilly,- not being altogether fo fruitful as the low grounds ; of which this county has its

fliare. Plenty of wheal and barley is produced here, together with the other forts of
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grain ncccfTary for human life, befides inexhauftible pits of coal, which did it enjoy the

advantage of water-carriage, as Newcaftle, kc. does, this county would alfo vie with

it in plenty of that produft. By the Severn fide are rich, large meadows, that yield

abundance of grafs and hay for the cattle, which are chiefly fed on the upland paftures;

and the hilly country, on the borders of Wales, is excellent Iheep-pafture. Here are

alfo mines of copper, lead, iron-ftone, and lime-ftone. Over moft of the coal-pits there

lies a llratum of a blackifh, hard, but very porous fubftance, containing great quantities

of bitumen, which being ground to powder in the horfe-mills, fuch as are ufed in

grinding flints to make glafs, and well boiled in coppers of water, the earthy and gritty

parts fink to the bottom, but on the furface fwims the bituminous matter, which, by
evaporation, is brought to the confifl:ency of pitch ; or by the help of an oil diftilled

from the fame ftone, and mixed with it, may be thinned to a fort of tar ; and both fub-

ftances ferve particularly for caulking of fliips as well as pitch or tar, if not better
;

for they do not crack as the common pitch or tar, but always keep black and foft

;

and might, as it is imagined, be very ferviceable againfl the worm, fo mifchievous to

iliips.

Thus, we furveyed the air, foil, produft, and manufactures of the fouth part of this

plentiful and rich ifland. Hence forward we laid afide all anxious fpeculations, and
refolved with eafy journies to fet out for London, if poflible, to be there againft the

King's birth-day. But as the manufadlures and trade are chiefly confined to particular

towns in thefe counties, I fhall now retrofpeft and fupply what has been only occafion-

ally or fuperficially mentioned on that head, by giving fome account of thofe places in

England, which are moll noted either for making or felling goods.

A BRIEF
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Chap. III.

—

Containing an Account of the Principal Towns of Trade and Manufa&nres
in England.

IN this I (hall obferve the method of the foregoing furvey of the counties, and
begin with Falmouth, the town where I firfi: landed.

Falmouth is by much the richeH: and befl trading town in the county of Cornwall.

'Tis fo commodious an harbour, that (liips of the greatefh burden come up to its key.

'Tis guarded by the caftle of St. Maws and Pendennis, which have both governors and
garrifons ; and there is fuch ihelter in the many creeks belonging to it, that the whole
royal navy may ride here fafe, whatever wind blows. 'Tis well built, and its trade is

mightily increafed fmce the eftablilhment of the packets between this place and Portu-

gal, and tlic VvTell Indies, which not only bring over vafl: quantities of gold in fpecie, or

in bars, on account of the merchants ot London, but the Falmouth merchants carry on
a trade with the Portuguefe in ihips of their own ; and they have a great (hare too in

the gainful pilchard trade. The cuftom-houfe for moll: of the towns in this county is

eflabliflied at this town, where the duties, including thofe of the other ports, are very

confiderable. It is computed to be about two hundred aad ninety miles from London.

In the fame county I faw the town of Pad flow, fituate at the mouth of the river

Camel, in the Brilfol channel. This town lies convenient for trade with Ireland.

From hence to St. Ives is a moft pleafant truittul country, the hills on the left abound-

ing with tin, copper, and lead, which are all carried to the other fliore ; the chief

bufinefs of this, befides the trade in flate-tiles, being the fifliing of herrings, which

come the channel in Odober. The inhabitants, for their purticular love of mirth and

good cheer, gave occafion to the phrafe of the Goodfclloiv/hip ofPadjioxv. Near to this

place is New Ifland, noted for good camphire and fea-fowl.

In the county of Devon we arrived at the city of Exeter ; it is the fee of a bifhop

-(which was transferred hither from Crediton by Edward the Confelfor) and one of

the principal cities in the kingdom for its buildings, v.'ealth, antiquity, and number of

its inhabitants, is the Augufta of the Romans, and the Ifca of Ptolemy and Antoninus.

It has its name from the river Ex, on which it (lands. It has fix gates, befides turrets,

and with the fuburbs is two miles in compafs. It is advantageoufly fituate on rifing

grouni.!.

As great a trade as is now carried on in this city for ferges, petpetuanas, long-ells,

druggets, kerfeys, and other woollen goods, in which it is computed that 6co,ooo/.

a-year at leaft is traded for in Exeter
;

yet it was fo late as the 30th of Henry VIII.

before the markets, for wool, yarn, and kerfeyo, were erected here. The merchants

before that time drove a confiderable trade to Spain and France, and the latter were

incorporated in the reign of Queen iVIary I. by the name of the governor, confuls, and

fociety of merchant adventurers trading to France. There were weavers here before

Henry YIIl. ; but Crediton kept the wool-market and cloth-trade, after the biflioprick

was transferred from thence hither, and very much oppofed the fettling of any market

here for wuol, yarn, or kerfeys, which however was eiiecleJ, and a cloth-market fet up

in North-gate-flreet, Vv'hich about 30 years after, viz. in 1590, was removed to South-

gatc-flreet, where in if)6o (landings were erefted for the ferge-markel, now kept

weekly, which is faid to be the greateft in England, next to the brigg-market at Leeds

in Yorkfliire ; and that fometimes as many ferges have been ibid in a week, as aniount

to 60 or 80,000/. ; for befides the vaft quantities of their woollen goods ufually fliippcd

for Portugal, Spain, and Italy, the Dutch give large commiifions tor buying up ferges,

perpetuanasj
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perpetiianas, Sec. for Holland and Germany : that to France is not very confidcrable,

and indeed too much of what there is, is in the hands of fmugglers ; which pradtice, fo

jnifchievous to the fair merchant, has been more fuccefsful on the fouth coafl than any

other parts of England. It is particularly remarked of this city, that it is as full of

gentry almoft as it is of tradefmen, and that there have been more mayors and bailiflsof

it, who have defcended from good families, or given rife to them, than of any other of its

bignefs in England ; for the great trade and flouriihing ftate of this city tempted gen-

tlemen to fettle their fons here, contrary to the practice in the midland and northern

counties ; where, according to the vain and ruinous notion of the Normans, trade was

left to the vulgar, and gentlemen were not to foul their fingers with it.

Plymouth, at the influx of the rivers Plyni and Tamar into the channel, was an-

ciently no more than a fifliing town, but is now the largefl in the fliire, contains near a?

many fouls as Exeter, and is one of the chief magazines in the kingdom, ov\ing to its

poit, v>'hich is one of the biggefl and fafell in England, confifting of two harbours,

capable of containing looo i'ail. It is defended by feveral forts mounted witii near

^oo guns, and pal-ticularly by a flrong callle erecled in the reign of King Charles IL

upon St. Nicholas Ifland ; but the towns people look upon this caftle, rather as an awe
upon, than for a defence of the town ; and this fonification, within the circuit of its

walls (which take up at leail two acres) contains a large magazine-houfe full of ilores,

and five regular baflions.

It has a good pilchard-fifiiing on the coafl, drives a confiderable trade to tlic Streights

and the Weft ladies, and has a cuftom-houfe.

Barnftaple, on the river Taw, compounded of bar, (which in Britifli is the mouth
of a river andyiaple (which in Saxon denotes a mart of trade :) it had walls formerly,

with a caftle, enjoyed the liberties and privileges of a city, and had alfo an haven,

which became fo fhallow, that mod of the trade removed to Biddiford : yet it has (fill

fome merchants, and a good trade to America and Ireland, from whence 'tis an efta-

blifhed port for landing wool ; and it imports more wine, and other merchandife, than

Biddiford, and is every whit as confiderable: for though its rival cures more fifh, yet

Barnllaplc drives greater trade with the ferge-makers of Tiverton and Exeter, who
come up hither to buy liiad-fifh, wool, yarn, &c. 'Tis pleafantly fituate among hills,

in the form of a feniicirclc, to which the river is a diameter : there is a fair and ftrong

bridge over it, cffixteen arches, and a paper mill. The Ifreets are clean and well

paved, and the houfes built of flone, as are all the towns hereabouts.

Biddiford, (fo called from its fituation, i. e. by theford) an ancient port and corporn^

tion on the Towridgc, which a little lower joins the Taw, and falls with it into Barn-

ftaple bay, in the Briitol Channel. There is a very fine bridge over this river, which
was built in the 14th century, on 24 beautiful and ftately Gothic arches. Though the

foundation is very firm, yet it feems to fliake at the flightefl ftep of a horfe. There

are lands fettled for keeping it conltantly in repair ; the revenues of which are received

and laid out by a bridge-warden, cholen by the mayor and aldermen. 'Tis a clean,

well built, populous place, and has a ftreet that fronts the river, three-quarters of a

mile long, in v>'hich are a noble key and cuftom-houfe, where fliips of good burden
load and unload in the very bofom of the town. There is another ftreet, of a good
length, as broad as the St. Roch-flreet at Liibon, well built, and inhabited by wealthy

merchants, who fend fleets every year to the Well Indies, particularly Virginia and
Newfoundland, and to Ireland, from whence 'tis an eflabliflicd port, as v.ell as Barn-

ftaple, for landing wool. Forty or fifty fail of fliips beloiiging to this port have been

employed to fetch ccd from Newfoundland ; and ©thcrs are lent to Liverpool and

£ 2 Warrin;^toii,
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Warrington, to fetch rock-falt, which is here dilTolved by the fea-water into brine, and

then boiled up into a new lalt, which is juftly calledy2i// upon fait ; and with this they

cure their herrings.

In Somerfetfhire we arrived at the city of Briftol, the fecond city in the dominions

of the King of Great Britain, for trade, wealth, and number of inhabitants, notwith-

itanding York boafts of greater antiquity and extent of ground, and Norwich of more
churches. The Britains, according to Camden, call it Caer Oder nant Baden, /. e.

the city Odera in Baden (or Bath) valley ; and the Saxons, Brightftow, or a famous

place.

As to the trade of this city, 'tis well known to all traders to be the mofl confider-

able of any port in the Britiih dominions, London only excepted, efpecially to the Weft
Indies, to which its merchants were the firft adventurers, and always greater traders in

proportion, than that metropolis. It was even computed, about twenty-fix years ago,

when it employed no lefs than 2000 fail of fliips, that the trade, in proportion to the

bignefs of the two cities, was above three times as great as that of London. Indeed the

Briftol merchants had a very good trade to the Weft Indies, at the time of the civil

war, which they have increafed much more, not only thither, but to all parts of the

world fmce the Revolution. Before that, they knew little of the Guinea trade, and

hardly any thing of the Dutch, the Hamburg, the Norway, and the Eaftland commerce

;

all which have fmce been very flourifliing in this port. In time of peace, fifty Well
India fhips have arrived here in a fleet, or very near one another, many of them Ihips of

confiderable burden. In the late war with France, they built a fort of galleys, called

runners, which being well armed and manned, and furnifhed with letters of marque,

overtook and maftered feveral prizes of that nation. Many of thefe fliips were then

alfo carriers for London merchants, who ordered their merchandife to be landed here

and fent up to Gloucefter by water, thence by land to Lechlade, and thence down the

Thames to London ; the carriage being fo reafonable, that it was more than paid for

by the difference of the infurance, and rifk between this port and London. Thefe con-

veniences, and a fliorter cut through the channel to the Land'a-end, gave the mer-

chants of Briftol a great advantage in trade over thofe of London ; and to this advan-

tage may, in fome meafure, be attributed the great number of wealthy men rifen up

within a few years in this city ; the fliop-keepers of which, who are, in general,

wholefale men, have fo great an inland trade, that they maintain carriers, juft as the

London tradefmen do, not only to Bath, and to Wells and Exeter, but to Frome, and

all the principal counties and towns, from Southampton, even to the banks of the

Trent. Moreover, by means of thofe two great rivers, the Severn and the Wye, they

have the whole trade of fouth Wales as it were to themfelves ; and the greateft part of

that of north Wales.

The largeft fliips lie at Hungroad, four miles down the river ; two miles below

which is Kingroad, another ftation. Here thofe fliips are difcharged by lighters,

which carry the merchandize to the key. For the building, equipping, and repairing

of fliips, there are fliipwrights, and all other proper artificers, yards and docks, and

large rope-walks in the fliirts of the town.

One of this city's principal branches of trade, and which has been prodigioufly in-

creafed fince the Revolution, is that to Ireland, from whence it imports tallow, linen

and woollen, and bay yarn. The Strcights trade, for all forts of fruit, oil, &c. is very

confiderable at this port j and 'io indeed is that to all other countries, except Turkey

and the Eaft Indies.

6 In
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In this city there are alfo fome confiderable manufaftures of woollen fluffs, particu-

larly cantaloons, which is carried on chiefly by French refugees
;
glafs ware is as plenty

and cheap at Briftol, as in any place of the world, here being no lefs than fifteen glafs-

houfes, (which are ferved by the Kingfwood and Mendip-hills coal mines) fome for

glaffes, others for bottles, of which there is a great demand at the hot-well and Bath
for exporting their mineral waters, and in general for wine, beer, cyder, &c.

Frome-Selwood is the chief town of what was anciently one great forefl in the eafl

part of Somerfetfliire, and the weft part of Wiltfhire, and therefore then called Sel-

woodfliire.

The inhabitants are reckoned to be about 13,000; of whom 'tis faid one half are

new comers within thefe twenty yeai's ; in which time there have not been lefs than
2000 houfes built on new foundations. They are not indeed very fumptuous, nor the

ftreets very fpacious, the latter efpecially being very irregular, and for the greateft part

up hill and down hill. 'Twas govern'd formerly by a bailiff, and now by two con-
flables, of the hundred of Frome, chofe at the court-leet. The inhabitants of this town,
who had fhewn their zeal for the glorious Revolution, endeavoured, in the reign of
King William, to procure a charter incorporation, but in vain, becaufe, as they fay,

they were oppofed in it by a neighbouring lord.

As to the woollen manufafture, it thrives here to fuch a degree, that feven waggons
have been fent out with cloth weekly from this town for Blackwell-hall in London, &c.
Indeed all of it is not made at Frome ; for the clothiers of the neighbouring villages, of
Elm-Mells, Whatley, Noney, &c. bring their goods hither for carriage to London

;

and each of thefe waggons have been known to hold 140 pieces, which being valued at

14/. one with another, make the value of the whole to amount, in the year, to above
700,000/. in this quarter of the county.

Twenty years ago more wire cards, for carding the wool for the fpinners, were made
here than in all England befides ; Leeds, Hallifax, and other towns in Yorkfliire, as
well as the weftern parts of the kingdom, being fupplied with them from hence : and
here were no lefs than twenty mafter candlemakers ; one of whom, Mr John Glover,
employed 400 men, women, and children, at one time, in making them ; for even
children of feven or eight years of age, could earn half a-crown a-week. This fhews
how much the concern and dependance of this town have been in and upon the wool-
len manufafture. The cloths made here are, for the moft part, medleys of about feven
or eight fliillings a-yard. The river here, which abounds with trout, eels, &c. rifes in

the woodlands, and runs under its flone-bridge, towards the Bath, on the eaft fide of
which it falls into the Avon. This town has been a long time perticularly noted for its

rare fine beer, which they keep to a great age, and is not only the nedar of the com-
mon people, but is often preferred by the gentry, to the wines of France and Portugal.

Portfmouth is the key of England, and its only regular fortification ; it flands at the
entrance of a creek of the ifland of Portfey, which is about fourteen miles in com-
pafs, furrounded, at high tides, by the fea-water, of which they make fait, and joined
to the continent by a bridge, where was anciently a fmall caftle and town, called Port
Peris or Porchefler, the place that Vefpafian is faid to have landed at when he came to

Britain : 'tis termed by Ptolemy jj.iyx^ mia^v i. e. a great harbour; but the Saxons
called it Port only, without any adjunfl:. This Port Peris lay at the upper end of the
breek, but, the lea retiring from it, the inhabitants followed it, which occafioned the
building of this town.

When the civil wars began, this town was fecured for the Parliament, and continued
in that intereft till the Reftoration, when Catherine the infanta of Portugal arrived

here.
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here, and was mot by King Charles II. to confummate their marriage. That king

added very much to the ftrength, extent, and magnificence of its fortifications by land,

jind to its naval preparations. He made it one of the principal chambers in the king-

dom for laying up the royal navy, furnifhed it with wet and dry docks, ftore-houfes,

rope-yards, and all materials for building, repairing, rigging, arming, vifliualling, and

completely fitting to fea fliips of all rates, from the lead to the greatefl. King James

II. added greatly to the fortifications, and made the Duke of Berwick its governor. It

has alfo dwelling-houfes, with ample accommodations for a commiilioner of the navy,

and all the fubordinate officers, and mafter-workmen, neceffary for the conftant day

and night-fervice of the navy in tiiis port ; and it is furprifing to fee the exaft order in

which the furniture is laid up in the yards and itorchoufes, fo that the workmen can

find any implement in the dark. After the Revolution, this port flouriflied mightily

;

being the conltunt rendezvous of the grand fleets and fqiiadrons ; for convoy of

ip.erchant fhips homeward and outward bound. By thele means it is fo increafcd and

inrichcd, that the houfes of the inhabitants are near double to what they were before,

and the fortifications as regular as thofe of any port in Europe. Here is a good coun-

tcrfcarp, and double mote, with ravelins in the ditch, and double palifadoes, and ad-

vanced works to cover the place from any approach where it may be prafticabie. The
town is alfo the ftrongeil on the land fide, by the fortifications railed of late years

about the docks arAl yards. Within thefe few years the government has bouglit more

"round for additional works ; and, no doubt, it may be made impregnable, fince a

ihallow water may be brought quite round it. 'Tis amazing to fee the immenfe quan-

tities here of all forts of military and naval ftores. The rope-houfe is near a quarter of a

mile long. Some of the great cables inade here require i oo men to work at them, and

their labour is fo hard, that they can work but four hours in a day. The leafi: number

of men continually employed in the yard is faid to be a thoufand, and that but barely

fufficient. The docks and yards, in fliort, refemble a diflinft town, and are a kind of

marine corporation within tliemfelves, there being particular rows of dwellings, built at

the public charge, within the new works, for all the principal officers. The fituation of

the place is low, and fo full of water and ditches, that it is reckoned aguilh. The
Itreets are not over- clean, nor the fmells very favoury ; but the continual refort of fea-

men and foldiers to it renders it always full of people, and makes thofe people feeni

always in a hurry. The inns and taverns are perpetually crowded, but their bills are

not the moll moderate. The place is in want of frefli water ; and though the adjacent

country abounds with all forts of provifions, yet the great confumption here makes

them dear; as are alfo, lodgings and fuel, tiere is a garrifon, but the number uncer-

tain, according to the occafion. Here are all the proper officers to take care of

the revenue ; and the garrifon, docks, &c. are furniffied with them in their feveral

diftinctions. Here is a very fine new key for laying up the cannon; and the arfenal

at Venice is not fo regular, nor better diipofed. A thoufand fail of ihips may ride fai'e

in this harbour. The mouth, not fo broatl as the Thames at Weflminfler, is fecured

on Gofport fide by four forts, and a platform of above twenty great guns, level with

the water ; and on the other fide by South-Sea callle, built by Henry VIII. Gofport is

a large town, of great trade, where the failors wives live for the mod part, and where

travellers generally chufe to lodge ; every thing being cheaper and more convenient

there than in Portfinouth ; and boats are continually pafling from the cue to the

other it being juff; as Southwark is to London, excepting that there is no brid^^e ; but

It is all called Portfinouth, tliough they arc difi:erent pariflics.

1 Sacli
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Such has been the late increafe of bufinefs at Portfmouth, and fo great the confluence
of people, that as the town does not admit of any inlargement for buildings, a fort of
fuburb to it has been built on the heathy ground adjoining, which is Hk.^ to outflrip

the town itfelf, for number of the inhabitants, and beauty of the houfcs ; and the rather,

as it is independent on the laws of the garrifon, and unincumbered with the duties and
fervices of the corporation. The failors are entertained here, in time of war, by tho

ladies of pleafure, as they are at Amfterdam, and all other places where there is a great
refort of (hipping.

Newbury or Newbery, q. d. the New Borough, is fo called in regard to its rife on
the decay of the Spinas of the Romans, which is dwindled into a village, with a few
good inns in it, called Spinhani Land, though ftill reckoned a part of Newbury.
7 his town is famous for the two great engagements there between King Charles I. and
the Parliament-army ; the firfl on the 20th of September 1643, and the fecond on the

27th of Oftober 1644 ; both almoft on the fame fpot of ground, and the King prefent

at both. Notwithftanding its name, it is a place at lead as old as the conqueft ; and
the manufafture of cloth throve here once to fuch a degree, that in the reign of Henry
VIII. here flourilhed John AVinchcomb, commonly called Jack of Nev.bury, one of the

greatefl: clothiers that ever was in England : for he kept 100 looms in his houfe ; and
in the expedition to Flodden-field againlt the Scots, marched with one hundred of his

own men, all armed and clothed at his own expence ; and he built all the weft part of

the church. Alfo Mr. Kenric, the fon of a clothier of this town, and afterwards a
merchant in London, left 4000/. to this town, as well as 7500/. to Reading, to en-

courage the clothing trade. It has loft moft of this manufafture fince it removed to the

weft, but makes a great quantity of fhalloons and druggets, which, with its other trades,

renders it ftill a fljurifhing town. It ftands moft pleafantly, in a fruitful plain, the

river Kennet running through it. It was made a corporation by Queen Elizabeth, and
is governed by a mayor, high-fteward, recorder, aldermen, and capital burgeffes. The
ftreets are fpacious, particularly the market-place, in which ftands the Guildhall. 'Tis

noted alio for its excellent trout, eels, and cray-fifli, and has all manner of provifions in

plenty.

Birmingham, Bremingham, or Bermincham, is a large populous town in Warwick-
fhire ; the upper part of it ftands dry on the fide of a hill, but the lower is watry.

Swarms of the meaner fort of people are employed here in the iron-works, in which
they are fuch ingenious artificers, that their performanc'cs in the fmall wares of iron

and fteel are much admired both at home and abroad. The noife of files, hammers,
and anvils, is the continual mufic of this place. 'Tis much improved of late years by
many new buildings, both public and private.

Norwich city, about one hundi-ed and eight miles from London, in the county of
Norfolk, ftands near the coiiflux of the river Venfder or Winfder, anu the liver Yare,

which is navigable from hence to Yarmouth, thirty miles by water. It was fpoiied and
burnt by Sueno King of Denmark, but foon grew populous again, and v/ealthy ; and,

in Edward the Confeflbr's days, had thirteen hundred and twenty burgefles, and paid

twenty pounds to the King, befides fix fextaries of honey, a bear, and fix dogs to bait

Iiim. At the drawing up of the furvey after the conqueft, it paid fevcnty pounds in

weight to the King, five pounds fine to the Queen, and furniflied her with an ambling
palfrey. Although it fuffered very much by the infurreftion of Ralph, Earl of the

Eaft Angles, againft William the Conqueror, in whofe time it was befieged and re-

duced by famine, yet that damage was abundantly repaired, when the cpifcopal fee

was removed hither from Thetford, which was in 1096, the year that the cathedral

was
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was founded. In the reign of King Stephen, it was in a manner rebuilt, and made a

corporation. Henry IV. granted them a mayor, and two flierifls inftead of bailiffs,

by whom they had till then been governed, according the charter of King Stephen ;

and in the center of the city, near the market crofs, they built a mod beautiful town-

houfe. In the year 1348, near 58,000 perfons were carried off here by a peftilence
j

and in 1507, the city was almofl; entirely confumed by fire.

It Hands on the fide of a hill from north to fouth, near two miles in length, and one

mile in breadth. The inhabitants are wealthy ; the ci-y populous, though not full of

houfes, there being void enough within the walls for another colony ; and though it is,

upon the whole, an irregular town, yet the buildings, both public and private, are very

neat and beautiful. It has been pretended, but never proved, that it had once fixty-

feven pariflies in it ; though were it true, it can only be inferred, that the pariflies

were fmaller, and not the city bigger than now ; for it does not appear from any

hiftory, or traces of antiquity, that the wafte ground within its walls was ever filled up,

either with inhabitants or habitations. It muft be owned, however, to be a city of

great trade itfelf, and adds not a little to that of Yarmouth, by the vaft cargoes of coal,

wine, fifli, oil, and all other heavy goods, which it receives from thence by the river

Yare. Its manufaftures are, generally fpeaking, fent to London, though they export

confiderable quantities alfo from Yarmouth to Holland, Germany, Sweden, Norvvay,

and other parts of the Baltic and northern feas, which is alfo no inconfiderable addition

to the trade of Yarmouth.

It had a flint-ftone-wall, three miles in circumference, now very much decayed, which

was finifhed in 1 309, and was then beautified with forty towers. It has twelve gates,

and fix bridges over the Yare, and was thirty years ago reckoned to contain 8000

houfes, and at leafl 50,000 inhabitants, out of whom is formed a regiment of foldiers

for defence of the city, befides an artillery company. It has thirty-two neat and beauti-

ful churches, befides the cathedral chapels, and meeting-houfes of all denominations.

The roof of the cathedral, which is a large venerable ancient rtrudture, is of excellent

workmanftiip, adorned with the Hiflory of the Bible, in divers little images, carved as it

were to the life. It has a fpacious choir, and a ftrong fleeple, higher than that of

Grantham, but lower than that of Salifbury : it is above 105 yards from the top of the

pinnacle to the pavement of the choir under it. The weather-cock, which ftands upon

the top-ftone, is three-quarters of a yard high, and above a yard long. The bifhop's

palace, with the prebend's houfes round the clofe of the cathedral, makes a very good

appearance. St. Peter's of Mancroft, near the market-place, is a ftately fair edifice,

with an admirable ring of eight bells, reckoned one of the chief parifli-churches in

England. There are two churches for the Dutch and French Flemings, of whom
there are great numbers here, who have fingular privileges granted them, which are

tenderly preferved. Some of the churches are covered with thatch, and all of them
crufled with flint-ftone curioufly cut, as the churches in Italy are with marble ; but it

is thought ftrange from whence thofe flonts Ihould come, becaufe Norwich ftands in a

clay country, and no flint or chalk within twenty miles of it.

The other remarkable buildings are, 1. The Duke of Norfolk's palace, which was

once reckoned the largell houfe in England, out of London. 2. The caLUe, fuppofed

to have been built in the time of the Saxons. It Hands on a hill, almofl; in the heart of

the city, furrounded by a deep ditch, over which there is a ftrong bridge, with an arch

of an extraordinary bignefs. It is the common jail for Norfolk, and by it ftands the

fhire-houfe, a handfome building, where the aflizes arc always held for the fiimnier cir-v

cuit. 3. The town-hall, in the market-place. 4. The guild-hall, formerly the monaf-

tery
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tery church of Black-friars. ^. I'ho lioufe of corrertioti, or bridewell, a beautifu

ftruifture, built of fquare flint-ii-oae. lo nicely joined, that no mortar can be feen. 6. A
lofty markct'Crofs of free-fione, built after the manner of a piazza, as beautiful and

commodious as any almofl: in the kingdom, y. The King's fchool, founded by King
Edward VI. for the inflruftion of boys in grammar learning, to be nominated by the

mayor for the time being, with the confent of the majority of the aldermen. The other

buildings are, in general, very handfome and loftr, efpecially about the market-place
j

and as there were formerly a good number of thatched houfes in the bye-lanes and
ftreets, an order was made, that all that were thereafter new built or covered, fliould be
tiled. Some authors call this city an orchard in a city, or a city in an orchard, by rea-

fon of the plcafant intermixture of its houles and trees. It has four hofpitals, one of

them, viz. St. Helen's, or Domus Dei, as it is called, was formerly founded for the

the entertainment of ftrangers ; but King Henry VIII. converted it into an hofpital for

the poor of the city ; and it now confifts of a mafter, chaplain, and eighty poor men and
women, who are all clothed in grey, and mufl; be fixty years of age. Doughty's hof-

pital confifts of fixteen poor men, and eight women, all clothed in purple. The boys
and girls hofpitals, founded by two feveral mayors of the city, contain thirty of each ;

and the boys, at a proper age, are put out apprentices. Here are twelve charity-

fchools, where 2 1 o boys, and 1 44 girls are taught, clothed, and fupplied with books.
King Henry IV. made this city a county of itfelf : it is governed by a mayor, recor-

der, ft;eward, two flieriffs, 24 aldermen, and fixty common-council ; with a town-clerk,
fword-bearer, and other inferior officers. The mayor is chofe always on May day by
the freemen, who return two out of the aldermen to their court, to chufe one of them,
who is fworn into his office with great pomp and folemnity, on Tuefday before Mid-
fummer eve. The Iheriifs are alio annually elected, one by the court of aldermen,
another by the freemen, on the lafl: Tuefday in Auguft, and fworn on Michaelmas-day

;

and the aldermen are chofe by the freemen of the ward only. The common council
are choie in Midlent. The mayor is a juftice of the peace, and of the quorum, during
his year (as are alfo the recorder and Iteward) within the city and its liberties j and
after his mayoralty, he is a juftice of peace during life.

The worfted manufafture, for which this city has long been famous, was firfl

brought hither by the Flemings, in the reign of Edward III. and afterwards improved
to great perfection by the Dutch, who fled from the Duke d'Alva's bloody perfecution,

and, being fettled here by Queen Elizabeth, taught the inhabitants to make great
variety of worfted ftufts, as layes, baize, ferges, ftialloons, hz. in which they carry on
a vaft trade, lx)th at home and abroad, and are lately come to weave drugo-cts, crapes,
and other curious ftuffs ; of all which, it is iaid, this city vends to the value of no lefs

than loojcoo/. a year. All hands are daily employed, and even children eai'n their

bi-ead in this manufafture. lught wardens of the worfted weavers, four out of the

city, and four out of the neighbouring country, are annually chofe, and fworn to take
care that there be no frauds in the fpinning, weaving, or dying the laid fluffs. Here is

another con-ipany of woollen manufacturers, called the Ruffia Company, who have a
feat in the town hall, with this infcriptlon, Fidclitas aries alii. The feat of the other
company under the warden, has this inicription, Worjhd refcrmcd. The weavers here
employ all the country round in fpinning yarn for them, and alfo ui'e many thoufand
packs of yarn, which they receive from other countries, even as far as Yorkfhire and
Weftmoreland. A calculation was lately made, from the number of looms then at

work in this city only, that there were not lefs than one hundred and twentv thoufand
people employed in their manufafture of woollen, filk, &c. in and about the town,

VOL. 11. V including
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mc!ui1ing thofo employed In fpinninp; the yarn ufed for fuch goods as are all made in

this citv. There is a llocking m^nutaclure alfo here, which has been computed at

6o,ooc/. a year.

Great Yarmouth, in the fame county and about i it, niiles from London, feems to

have rifen out of the ruins of the old Gariannonum. It is a large, well buih, popu-

lous town ; much increai'ed of late years in buildings, fhipping, and in people ; and is

infinitely fuperior to Norwich in fitHation, trafuc, and wealth. The principal rendez-

vous of the colliers between Newcaltle and London, which ufed to be the honour of

Ipfwich, feems now to be here ; the roads, as they are called, oppofite to the town, on

he eaft fide of it, being elteemed a fai'e harbour, or riding for Ihips ; and therefore

much frequented by all the veffels whicii pafs and repafs from the north parts of the

world to London, or farther fouth ; though there are dangerous banks of fands in the

neighbourhood, drove thither by the high winds, on which, in violent ftorms, fliips

have been often call away ; and the inhabitants are at tv/o or three thoufand pounds a-

year charge to keep the harbour clear of the fands and mud. Its being the centre of

the coal trade, and its great commerce to France, Holland, and the north and eaft feas»

and above all its herring filhery, make Yarniouth the greatell town of trade on all the eaft

coalf of England, except Hull ; for befidcs all its other commerce, it has the fole trade of

red herrings, i.e. the whole herring fifliery of the eaft coaft of England ; where, inclu-

ding the little town of Leoftoft", fifty thoufand barrels, which fome magnify to forty

thoufand lafts, containing no lefs than forty millions of red herrings, are generally

taken and cured in a year. Thefe are, for the moll part exported by the merchants of

Yarmouth, the refl by thofe of London, to Italy, Spain, and Portugal ; which, with

the camblets, crapes, and other ftuifs they export to thefe and other places, efpecially

Holland, to which they fend a vaft quantity of woollen goods every year, occafions very

large buiinefs, and euiploys abundance of men and Ihips.

The fifhing fair here, or feafon for catching herrings, is at Michaelmas ; during

which, all the fifliing vefTtls, that come for the purpofe of fifliing for the merchants,

from any part of England, as great numbers do from the coafls of Kent and Suffex,

Scarborough, Whitby, &c. are allowed to catch, bring in, and fell their fifh free of all

toll or tax, as the burghers or freemen of Yarmouth are.

The town is bound by its charter, granted by Henry III. to fend the fhcriiT of Nor-

wich every year a hundred herrings baked in twcntv-iour paflies, which are to be deli-

vered to the lord of the manor of Eaft Carlton, in this county, who is to give a receipt

for them, and convey them to the King, wherever he is.

The only inconvenience with which this town is reproached, is the fmell, which is

indeed ofFenfive to ftrangers, during the fifliing fair ; and while the fiih are landing, and

under the operation of curing, that is, of fmoaking, or, as they here call it, hanging

the herrings. Juft fo London may be faid to ftink of fmoak, Wapping of tar, Seville

of oil, &c. but lucri dulcis odor.

The town which has two parifh-churches, and a beautiful handfome port, makes a

very good appearance from the fea, and is as fine within as it feems to be without.

It is the neateft, the compafteft, and moil regular built town in England, the ftreets

being ftrait, and parallel with one another from north to fouth ; and as it ftands in a

peninfula, between the harbour and the fea, the crofs lands, which they call rows,

cutting through the buildings from eaft and weft, give a view crofs all the ftrcets, from

the key to the fea. It it walled and fortified, but not very ftrongly. Its chief ftrength

by land is the river or haven, whicn lies on the weft fide, with a draw-bridge over it

:

the port or entrance fccurcs the fouth, and the fea the eaft j but the north end, which

joins
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joins it to the main-land of Norfolk, Is open, and only covered with a fingle wall, and
fome old dcmoliflied works. But the beauty of Yarmouth is its market-place, the

fined and bed furnidied of any town in England, of its bigncfs : and its key or wharf,
which reaches from the draw-bridge alinoit to the fouth gate, is tlie faired, largeft, and
longeft in all Britain, or perhaps in L urope, that of Seville in Spain only excepted.
Here the fhips lie fo clofe to one another, with their bowfprits over the fhore, that one
may ftep from it into any of the fliips diredly, and walk from one to another, as over a
bridge, for fometitnes a quarter of a mile together, or more. On this key are a cudom-
houfe and town-houfe, both fine buildings, as are many of the houfes on it inhabited

by the merchants ; for the key is fo fpacious, that in fome places it is near a hundred
yards from the houfes to the wharf.

From the river Yarc, which gives name to this town, and is navigable to Norwich
there is a navigation into two dreams, that are alio navigable : one viz. the Waveney
to Beccles on the fouth, by which it has a 'radc with the north part of Siidblk, and the
fouth parts of Norfolk. The fecond is called the Thyrne, and gives it a trade to the
north part of the county towards North Walfliam. Upwards of i loo diips belonged to

this port, near fifty years ago, befides what the merchants might be concerned in belon"--

ing to others.

Here is almod as great a fidiing for mackrel in the fpring, as there is for herrings ia
September. Befides, they have a fiflaing-trade to the north ibas, for white filh, called the
north-fea code, and a confiderable trade to Norway and the Baltic for deals, oak, pitch, tar,

hemp, flax, canvafs, fail-cloth, and all manner of naval dorcs, which they confume, for
the mod part, in their own port, where they build a great number of fliips every year.
They have a comical way of carrying people all over the town, and from the fea-fide

for fixpence. They call it their coach, but it is only a wheelbarrow, drawn by one
horfe, without any covering. As the merchahts, and even the generality of traders in
Yarmouth have an univerfal reputation for their fair-dealing, fo their feamen are
edeemed the abled and mod expert in England ; but the coad is noted for beini- one
of the mod dangerous and fatal to the colliers and coaders, of any all round the ifland.

Mod of the fheds, out-houfes, pales, partitions, and the like, for twenty miles upon the
fhore, from Winterton-nefs to Cromer, and farther, are made of the wrecks of diips
and the ruins of the merchants and failors fortunes ; and in fome places are great piles
of wrecks laid up for the purpofes of building. There are no lefs than eio-ht licrht-

houfes kept flaming every night, within the length of about fix miles, two of which°are
fouth, at or near Gouldon, between Y'armouth and LeodofFj two more at Cador a
little town to the north of Y^armouth ; two more at Winterton-town : one more at
"Winterton-nefs, the mod eaderly point of land in Norfolk, which is called the Lower-
light ; and the lad is dill fartlier north, where the diore, falling od" to the north-weft
warns the failor, as he comes from the north, to keep off, that he may be fare to wea-
ther the Nefs of Winterton, and go clear of the land into the roads ; for from that

'

point the fhore falls off for near fixty mills to the weft, as far as Lynn and Bolton.
There are alfo abundance of fea marks, beacons, and other warning pieces along the
fliore aUthe way from this place to Cromer; for the danger is this : if the fhips coming
from the north arc taken with a hard gale of wind at fouth-ead, or any point between
north- ead and fouth-ead, fo that they cannot weather Winterton-nefs, they are thereby
kept within the great deep bay of Cromer, called by the feamen the Devil's Throat
which is formed between the two points of vVinterton, and the Spurn-head in York-
shire ; and it the wind blows hard, they are often in danger of running on fhore upon
the rocks about Cromer, on the north coad of Norfolk, or drauding upon the flat

^ 2
fliyre
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fliore between Cromer and "Wells. All they have to • trufl to then, is good ground-

tackle to nde it out : and if they cannot, by rcafon of the violenee of the Tea, then to

run into the bottom of the great bay, to Lynn or Bofton, which is a piifli very difficult,

and ever defperate, fo that fometimes in this diflrefs, as I am told, whole fleets have

been loft here all together
;

particularly in 1 696, near two hundred fail of colliers and

coaflers, being too far embayed to weather Winterton-nefs, and running away for

Lynn Deeps, miflTed their way in the dark, fo that they were all drove afliore, and

dallied to pieces, with the lofs of about a thoufand people. Ships bound northward

are in the feme danger ; for if, after palling by Winterton-nefs, they are taken Ihort

with a north-eaft wind, and cannot put back into the roads, as very often happens, they

are drove upon the fame coaft, and embayed in like manner.

At the entrance of the harbour, on a little flip of land, there is a little platform with

guns, which is all its fecurity, the great guns (formerly planted round tljte town-walls)

being removed by King Charles IL

Derby, the county-town, about a hundred and twenty-two miles from London, has

its name from being a park, or Ihelter for deer, which is partly confirmed by the arms

of the town, viz. a buck couchant in a park. It Hands on the welt fide of the river

Derwent, and the fouth fide of it is watered by a little rivulet, called Mertin-brook,

vhich has nine bridges over it before it falls into the Derwent. It has a lair Hone-

bridge of five arches over the latter, on which there formerly itood a chapel dedicated

to St. Mary, now converted into a dwelling-houfe.

The town is neat, large, well built, and populous, and is divided into five pariflies,

which have each their church ; but that of All-Saints, or All-Hallows, is the mofl

remarkable for its hght and architefture, having a beautiful Gothic tower, which, by

an infcription in the church, appears to have been erefted about the reign of Queen

Mary, and one half of the expence paid by the batchelors and maidens of the town.

The trade of this town is not very confiderable ; for though it is a ftaple for wool,

yet it depends chiefly upon a retail trade in buying corn and felling it again to the

highland countries, and in making malt, and brewing ale, of both which great quantities

are fent to London.

This town has a curiofity to boafl: of, which is the only one of its kind in the three

kingdoms, viz. a machine * erefled by Sir Thomas Lombe, an alderman of London,

for the manufadure of filk, which was brought out of Italy at the hazard of his life.

It is a mill in an ifland of the Derwent, facing the town, which works the three capital

engines made ufe of by the Italians, for making organzine, or thrown filk, which,

before the fame was erefted, was purchafed by the Engliih merchants from Italy, with

ready money. By this wonderful piece of machinery, one hand-mill twills as much

filk as could be done before by fifty, and in a better manner. The engine contains

26,586 wheels, and 97,746 movements; which works 73,726 yards.'of filk-thread

every time the water-wheel goes round, which is three times in a minute, and

318,504,960 yards in one day and night. One water-wheel gives motion to all the

reft of tlie wheels and movements, of which any one may be ftopt fcparately. One
firc-cnginc likewife conveys warm air to every individual part of the machine ; and the

• This machine was thought of fiicli importance t^y the legiflature, that in 1732, on the expiration of

the patent, wliich the introduftor of it had obtained for foiirtcxn years, the Parliament granted Sir 'rhonias

14,000/. as a furtlier rccompence for the very great liazard and expence he had incurred in introducing

and crefting the engine, on condition of his allowing a ptrfed model to be taken of it, in order to fccurc

and perpetuate the art of making the fame for the fulurc. 'I'hc model of it is kept in the record office in

the towci of London.

4 whole
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whole is governed by one regulator. • The houfe which contains this engine is five or

ilx Itories high, and half a quarter of a mile in length.

Halifax, in the countv of York, about 174 miles from London, ftands on the left

fide of the Calder, extending from welt to eaft upon the gentle defcent of a hill. It is

a parifli, the moll populous, if not the mofl extenfive in England, being twelve miles in

diameter, and above thirty in circumference; and having twelve chapels in it under the

mother-church of Halifax, (a. vicaridge) two whereof are parochial, befides fixteen

meeting-houfes, all v.'hich, except the quakers, are called chapels, and mofl: of them
have bells and buryiug-grounds. They fent out 12,000 men, fo long ago as the reign

of Oueeu Elizabeth, to join her forces againft the rebels, under the Earl of Weftmore-

land ; and in Camden's time, they ufed to fay, that they could reckon more men in

their parifli, than any kind of animal whatever : " Whereas" fays Camden " in the
" moll populous and fruitful places of England elfewhere, one fhall find thoufands of
" fheep, but lb few men in proportion, that one would think they had given place to

" flieep and oxen, or were devoured by them." He then accounts for the prodigious

increafe of the inhabitants, by admiring the induflry of a people, " who, notwithfland-
" ing an unprofitable barren foil, not fit to live in, have fo flourifhed," fays he, -

" by the cloth trade (which they had not followed above feventy years) that they are
" very rich, and have gained a reputation for it above their neighbours."

If fuch was the charader and condition of the place then, what murt; it be fince the

great demand of kerfeys for cloathing the troops abroad ? Some will have it, that it is

thereby increafed one-fourth within ihefe fixty years, efpecially as they have lately

entered into the manufadure of fhalloons, of which few, if any, were ever made in

thefe parts before ; fo that it has been calculated that 100,000 pieces are made in a

year in this parifh alone, at the fame time, that almoft as many kerfeys are made here

as ever. And it has been affirmed, that one dealer here has traded by commiffion for

60,000/. a year to Holland and Hamburgh, in the fingle article of kerfeys.

"lis remarked, that this and the neighbouring towns are all fo employed in the

woollen manufacture, that they fcarce fov/ more corn than will keep their poultry; and
that they f ed very few oxen or iheep ; fo that what corn they have, comes chiefly out

of the Ealt-Riding, Lincolnfhire and Nottiiighamfhire, their black cattle from thence

and from Eancafliire, their ilieep and mutton from the adjacent counties, their butter

from the Eaft and North Ridings, and their cheefe from Chefhire and Warwickfhire.

Their markets are thronged by fuch prodigious numbers of people to fell their manu-
fa£tures, and buy provilions, that none are more crouded in the north of England,
except thofe of Leeds and Wakefield.

Leeds, in the fame county, is about 186 miles from London. The name is derived

by fome from the Britiih \\ord llwydd, i. e. a pleafant fituation, from the Saxon word
leod, i. e. people, it ftands on the north fide of the river Aire, over which it has a

magnificent ftone-bridge to the fuburbs, which are very large. It has been a long time

famous for the woollen manufadure, and is one of the largeft and moft flourifhing

towns in the county.

It is furprifing to a ftranger, when he firft comes to this town, to fee a long ftreet

full of fliops, or Itandings piled up with pieces of cloth for lale on a market-day. The
merchants of this place, York and Hull, Ihip them off at the latter, for Holland, Ham-
burgh, and the north, from whence they are difperfed through the Netherlands, Ger-
many, Poland, &c.

Its cloth market was formerly on the bridge ; but on the great increafe of that

trade, it has been fold in that called the High-ftrect, or Bridgegate-ftreet, where, every

market.
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market-day in the morning, numbers of trcfTels are ranged and covered with boards

;

and upon the ringing of the market-bell at fix in the funimer, and fevcn in the winter,
the clothiers in the inns bring out their cloth. When the bell ceafes, the chapmen
come into the market, where they match their patterns, and treat for the cloth in a few
w ords, and with a whifper, becaufe the clothiers ftand lb near each other ; and perhaps
20,000/. worth of cloth is fold in an hour's time. The bell rings again at half an hour
after eight, upon which the fcene is changed, the clothiers and their chapmen, with
their treflels, difappear, and make room for the linen-drapers, hardware-men, fhoe-
niakers, fruiterers, &c. At the liime time the fliambles are well ftored with all forts of
li(h and flcfli ; and of apples 500 loads have been counted here on a day. There is a
magnificent hall in the town, where they alfo fell great quantities of white <;loth. It

has a cupola and bell at top like Blackwell-hall in London, to give notice when the fale

begins. There is a noble moot or guild hall, adorned with a fine ftatue of Queen
Anne in white marble, eredted by alderman Milncr. Both thefe halls were ereQed
about 1714. The river Aire being navigable here by boats, opens a communication
from this town with Wakefield, York, and Hull, to which places it exports other goods,
befides the woollen manufaflure, and furnillies the city of York with coals.

Sunderland, in the county-palatine of Durham, and about 264 miles from London,-
(lands on the fouth bank of the river Ware, and is a populous well built borouoh and
fea-port, with a very fine church : the fea furrounds it almod at high water, making
it a peninfula. It is much trdked of for the coal trade ; but the Sunderland coal burns
fo flowly, that it is faid to make three fires ; it has much pyrites with it, and burns tQ
a heavy redilh cinder, vihich is iron by the magnet : yet were this harbour fo deep as

to admit fhips of the fame burden as the river Tine does, it would be a great lofs to

Newcafile. However, the place is inriched by the coal trade ; for great quantities of it

are found upon the banks of the river Ware (which here falls into the fea) and of the
bcft fort of coals too, as thofe in particular called Lumley coal, dug up in the Earl of
Scarborough's park near Chefter-in-the-Street, and fev'eral others : but the port of
Sunderland is barred up, and the fliips are obliged to take in their loading of coals in

the open road, fo that it is fometimes very dangerous to the keelmen or lightermen
that bring down the coal, who feldom dare to venture off to the fixips, and are often lolt

in the attempt, The fliips therefore, wiiich load here, are gener. lly faialler than thofe

at Newcaitle; but then they have one advantage of the Newcaflle men, viz. that in

cafe of a contrary wind, particularly at north-eafl:, which, though fair when they are at

fea, yet fullers not the fnips at Newcaille to get out of the Tme ; the ihips at Suitder-

land riding in the open fea, are ready to fail as foon as they can get in their loading ; fo

that it has been knbwn they have gone away, delivered their coals at London, and
bearing up againft the wind in their return, have got back to Sunderland before the
ihips at Shields, which were loaden at their coming away, had been able- to get over,

the bai-. A great many fliips belong to this port, and abundance of able feamen, who
are efteemcd among the colliers as fonie of the belt in the country.

South Shields, or Shcales, in the fame county, is fo called to diflinguifh it from
North Shields in Northumberland, and bocaule it lies on the fouth fide of the mouth of
the river Tine, as the other does on the north fide. This is of great note for its falt-

works, here being above 200 pans for boiling fea-water into fait, of which fuch a. vail

quantity is made here, as not only forniflies the city of London, but all the towns on or
near the coafl bet wren this place and that city, and upon the navigable rivers that come
into the fea on that fide ; alio all the counties which are furnilhed by the navigation

of the Thames, and the meadows to tiic weft and fouth of London. 'Tis faid, that, ir^,

thefe
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tbefe works they confume near 100,000 chaldron of coals every year, as may be partly

conjedlured from the vaft mountains of aflies which are raifed near the works, there

being no other way to difpofe of them. This place is therefore chiefly inhabited by the

people employed in thofe works, though there are alfo feveral fubflantial captains or

malters of flups, who live on this fide, all chiefly employed, not only In the fait-works,

but the coal trade, this as well as North Shields being the ufual Ration for moft of the

Newcaftle coal fleet, till the coals are brought down from Newcaflle in barges and
lighters.

Leverpool, Litherpool, or Lirpool, in Lancafhire, is about 183 miles from London.
'Tis not a very ancient town, but is very neat and populous, and the mofl: flourifliing

fea-port town in thefe parts, pretending to rival, if not to excel the city of Brillol, the

fecond port in England ; its cun;oms being increafed eight or ten fold withJn thirty

years pafl; : and though the place is faid to be above three times as large as it was in the

begimiing of the late King James's reign, yet abundance of new houfes are buildino-

everyday. The inhabitants are univerfally merchants ; and nolwifhttanding their out

of the way fituation, drive an incredible trade, with great fuccefs, and very large ftocks,

to all the northern parts of the world, as to Hamburgh, Norway, and the Baltic
; to the

Britifli colonies in America; to Guinea and Ireland ; and alfo to France, Spain, Por-
tugal, and Italy : fo that there is no trade but that of Turkey, Greenland, and the Eaft

Indies, in which they are not concerned. As it imports almofl: all kind of foreign goods,

it has confequently a large inland trade, and fhares that to Ireland and Wales with
Briftol, as follows : As Briftol trades chiefly to the fouth and wefl: parts of Ireland,

from Dublin in the eaff, to Gallway in the wefl:, this town has all the trade of the eafl:

and north fliorcs from Dublin to Londonderry ; as Briifol has the trade of South
Wales, this has great part of that of North Wales ; as Briflol has the fouth-wefl: counties

of England, andfome north of it as high as Bridgenorth, if not to Shrewfbury ; Leverpool
has all the north counties, befides what goods it fends to Chefliire aad Stafl^brdfhire, by
the new navigation of the rivers Merfee, the Weaver, and the Dane, even fo neai* to

the Trent, that its goods are carried by land to Burton. The merchants of Leverpool
are alfo concerned with thole of Londonderry in the fifliery on the north coaft of Ire-

land. 'Tis moreover the mofl: convenient and moft frequented paflage to Ireland, for

it ftands at the mouth of the Merfee river, or Leverpool water, as the failors call it,

who fee it open to them on the right, as foon as they have palTcd Chefter water by fea

north ; and though this river is not near fo large as the Dee, no not including the

Weaver, another river which ialls into the hme mouth
;

yet the opening, at leaft as

high as Leverpool, is infinitely before it, for hither fliips of any burthen may come up
with their full lading, and ride juft before the town, if not go into their new wet dock.
The harbour is defended on the fouth fide by a caftle built by King John, and on the

weft by a tower on the river Merfee, which is a ftately ftrong piece of buildmg, but the

town is quite open and unfortified. It has three handfcme churches. Thev have built

a fine new church, befides two which they had before, and feveral meeting houfes ; and
all the new buildings are very handfome in large fpacious clean ftreets, the houles built

of brick, and as like London as poflible, only not quite fo high ; though if fome of
them were in Italy, they would pafs for palaces. They have a fine town houfe ftand-

ing upon twelve free ftone pillars and arches, and under it is their exchange. The
wet-dock with its iron flood-gates, at the eaft entl of the town, is the only thing of its

kind in Britain, London excepted, it being a moft noble work ; for though it has been
attended with a very great expence, it fully anfwers the end, by accommodating the

town in all the eflential parts of marine bufinefs, whether for laying up fliips, or

fitting
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fitting them out, It being capable of containing eighty or a liundred fail, which may lie

very quiet here, being (heltered by the town from the weft and north winds, and by
tlie hills from the eaft winds. The cuftom-houfe, a commodious elegant ftratlure, joins

to it. There is a navigation from hence farther up the Merfee, and that for fhips of

burden too, as high almoft as AVarrington ; and alfo up the fouth channel, which they

call the river Weaver ; but 'tis chiefly for two tilings, i . For rock fait, which is dug
out of the earth, both in this county and Chefliire, and fliipped off here in great quan-

tities, not only for Devonfliire, Briftol, and other parts of Somerfelfliire, but round to

London, Colcheiter, and feveral other places in the fouth of England, where it is

dlifolved in fea-water, then boiled up again into a llronger and finer fait, and is then as

good as that ftrong fort called fait upon fait, which the Dutch make of the St. Ube's

i'alt, and with which they cure their herrings. They alfo fliip olf great quantities ot

Chelhire cheefe here.

Manchefter in the fame county, about 166 miles from London, ftands near the con-

fluence of the Irk with the Irwell, not above three miles from the Merfee, and is fo

much Improved In this and the lalt century above its neighbours, that though it is not

a corporation, nor fends members to Parliament, yet, as an Inland town, it has perhaps

the beft trade of any in thefe northern parts, and furpaffes all the towns hereabouts in

buildings and numbers of people, manufaftures, and Its fpaclous market-place and

college.

The fuftlan manufaSure, called Manchefter cottons, for which it has been famous

for almoft one hundred and fifty years, has been very much improved of late by fome
inventions of dying and printing ; which, with the great variety of other manufatlures,

known by the name of Manchefter goods, as ticking, tapes, filleting, and linen cloth,

inrich not only the town, but the whole parifh, and render the people induftrious.

—

Above a hundred years ago, there were reckoned near twenty thoufand communicants

in this town and parlfti, fince which time the inhabitants are much more numerous in

propoi tlon to the increafe of their trade. It may with propriety be ftiled the greateft

mere village In England ; for it Is not fo much as a town ftrlckly fpcaking, the higheft

magiftrate being a conftable or headborough
;

yet it is more populous than York,

Norwich, or moft cities in England, and as big as two or three ot the lefler ones put

together ; for the people here, including thofe in the fuburbs on the other fide ot the

river, are reckoned at no Icfs than fifty thoufand ; which is ten times the number of

people that Prefton has, and It is faid to return more money in one month than that

doe^ in fifteen. Here is not only a fpacious market-place, but a modern exchange.

Here is an ancient, though a firm tlone-bridge over the Irwell, which is built exceeding

high, becaufe as the river comes from the mountainous part of the country, it riles

fometiraes four or five yards in one night, and falls next day as fuddenly. For the fpaco

of three miles above the town, it has no lefs than fixty mills upon it. The weavers

have looms here that work twenty-four laces at a time, an invention for which tiiey are

obliged to the Dutch.

AVolverhampton in Statlbrdflilre, about 1 17 miles from London, was anciently caUed
Hampton ; and lb large a parilh, that It was near thirty miles in compafs, and contained

Icvcnteen great villages. A priory was formerly built here by King Edgar, as Sir

AViliiam Dugdale fays, at the requeft of his dying filter AVulfruna ; and for this reafon

the place was called Wulfrune's Hampton, which is fince corrupted to Wolverhampton.
It ftands upon high ground, and is a populous town, well built, and the Areets well

paved; but all the water the town is fupplied with, except what falls from the tkies,

comes from four weakfprlngs ofdifl'ercnt qualities, which go by the names of Pudding-

well,
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well, Horfe-well, Waflilng-well, and Mea'^-wcll ; all appropriated to their feveral ufes.

From the laft they fetch all the water which they ufe for boiling or brewing, in lea-

ther-budgets laid acrois a horfe, with a funnel at the top, by which they fill them •

and to the other three wells they carry their tripe, horfes, and linen. To this fcarcity

of water, and the high fituation of the place, is afcribed its healthy ftate, in fpite of the
adjacent coal-mines ; and it is faid the plague was hardly ever known here, but the
fmall-pox often, which has been obferved to be an indication of the wholefomenefs of
the air.

1 he chief manufaiElurers of this town are lockfmiths, who are reckoned the niofl

expert of that trade in England. They are fo curious in this art, that they can con-
trive a lock fo, that if a fervant be fent into the clofet with the niafter-key, or their

own, it will fhew how many times that fervant has gone in at any diftance of time, and
how many times the lock has been Ihot for a whole year, fome of them being made to

difcover five hundred or a thoufand times. We are informed alfo, that a very fine

lock was made in this town, fold for 20/. which had a fet of chimes in it that would go
at any hour the owner fhould think fit.

N. B.—As for the city of London, its trade, &c. being fo extenfive, I fhall make it

the fubjeft of the enfuing chapter.

Chap. IV.

—

Containing a Defcription of the City of London ; both in regard to its Extent
Buildings, Government, Trade, ^c.

LONDON, the capital of the kingdom of England, taken in its largeft extent, com-
prehends the cities of London and Weftminfter, with their refpedive fuburbs, and the
borough of Southwark, with the buildings contiguous thereto on the fouth fide of the
river, both on the eafl and weft fides of the bridge.

The length thereof, if we meafure it in a dired line from Hyde-park gate, on the
weft fide of Grofvenor-fquare, to the furtheft buildings that are contiguous in Lime-
houfe, that is, from weft to eaft, is very near five miles in a direft line ; but if we take
in the turnings and windings of the ftreets, it cannot be lefs than fix miles. The breadth
in many places from north to fouth is about two miles and a half, but in others not
above a mile and a half ; the circumference of the whole being about fixteen miles.
The fituation next the river is hilly, and in fome places very fteejj ; but the ftreets

are for the moft part upon a level, and the principal of them no where to be paralleled
for their length, breadth, beauty, and regularity of the buildings, any more than the
fpacious and magnificent fquares with which this city abounds.

As to the dimenfions of the city, within the walls, I find that the late wall on the land
fide from the Tower in the eaft, to the mouth of Fleet-ditch in the weft, was two miles
wanting ten poles ; and the line along the Thames, where there has been no walls for
many hundred years, if ever, contains from the Tower in the eaft, to the mouth of the
fame ditch in the weft, a mile and forty poles ; which added to the circuit of the wall
on the land fide, makes in the whole three miles thirty poles ; and as it is of an irre-

gular figure, narrow at each end, and the broadeft part not half the length of it, the
content of the ground within the walls upon the moft accurate furvey, does not con-
tain more than three hundred and eighty acres ; vi^hich is not a third part of the con-
tents of our extenfive city of Lifbori : but then this muft be remembered, Liftjon con-
tains a great quantity of arable and wafte ground within its walls, whereas London is

one continued pile of buildings. The city gates are at this day eight, befides pofterns,
VOL. II. O yJ2.
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viz. I. Aldgate ; 2, Bifliopfgate ; 3. Moorgate ; 4. Cripplegate
; 5. Alderfgate ; 6. New-

gate
; 7. Ludgate ; and, 8. The Bridgegate.

1. Aldgate, or Ealdgate, in the eaft, is of great antiquity, even as old as the days of

King Edgar who mentions it in a charter to the knights of Knighton-Guild. Upon the

top of it, to the eaftward, is placed a golden fphere ; and on the upper battlements, the

figures of two foldiers as centinels : beneath, in a lai-ge fquare, King James I. is repre-

fented ftanding in gilt armour, at whofe feet are a lion and unicorn, both couchunr,

the firft the fupporter of England, and the other for Scotland. On the weft tide of

the gate is the figure of fortune, finely gilded and carved, with a profperous fail over

her head, ftanding on a globe, overlooking the city. Beneath it, is the King's arms,

with the ufual motto, Dieu et mon droit, and under it, Vivat rex. A little lower, on

one fide, is the figure of a woman, being the emblem of peace, with a dove in one

hand, and a gilded wreath or garland in the other ; and on the other fide is the figure

of charity, with a child at her breaft, and another in her hand ; and over the arch of

the gate is this infcription, viz. Senatus populufque londinenfu fecit, 1609, and under

it, Humphrey Weld, Mayer ; in whofe mayoralty it was finilhed.

2. Bifliopfgate, which ftands north-weft of Aldgate, is fuppofed to have been built by
fome bifhop about the year 1200. It was afterwards feveral times repaired by the

merchants of the Hanfe Towns, on account of the confirmation of their privileges iit

this city. The figures of the two bifhofs on the north fide are pretty much defaced,

as arc the city-arms engraven on the fouth fide of it.

3. Alderfgate, the ancient north gate of the city, ftands to the weftward of Bifliopf-

gate. On the north, or out-fide of it, is the figure of King James I. on horfeback, who
entered the city at this gate when he came from Scotland, on his acceflion to the

throne of England. Over the head of this figure are the arms of England, Scotland

and Ireland ; and on one fide the image of the prophet Jeremy, with this text en-

graved, " Then fliall enter into the gates of this city, kings and princes fitting on the

" throne of David, riding on chariots and on horfes, they and their princes, the men
" of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem *." And on the other fide, the figure of

the prophet Samuel, with the following paflage, " And Samuel faid unto all Ifrael^

" Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice in all that you have faid unto me, and
" have made a king over you f." On the fouth, or infide of the gate, is the effigy o£

King James I. fitting on his throne in his robes.

4. Newgate, fo called from its being built later than the other principal gates, i»

fituated on the north weft corner of the city, faid to be erefted in the reign of Henry I.

or King Stephen, when the way through Ludgate was interrupted by enlarging the cathe-

dral of St. Paul's and the church-yard about it. This gate hath been the county-jail

for Middlefex, at leaft five hundred years. The weft, or outfide of the gate is adorned

with three ranges of pilafters and their entablements of the Tufcan order. Over the

loweft is a circular pediment, and above it the King's arms. The intcrcolumns are

four niches, and as many figures in them, well carved, and large as the life. The eaft„

or infide of the gate, is adorned with a range of pilafters with entablements as the

other, and in three niches are the figures of juftice, mercy, and truth, with this infcrip^^

tion viz. " This part of Newgate was begun to be repaired in the mayoralty of Sir

" James Campel, Knight, anno 1630, and finiflied in the mayoralty of Sir Robert
*' Ducie Bart, anno 1631 ; and being damnified by the fire in 1666, it was repaired

«« in the mayoralty of Sir George Waterman, anno 1671."

• Jer. xvii. «5, f 1 Sam. xxii. 1,

5. Ludgatej
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5. Ludgate, the ancient weftern gate of the city, ftands between Newgate and the

Thames, built by King Lud, about threefcore years before the birth of our Saviour.

It was repaired in the reign of King John, anno 1 215, and afterwards in the year 1260,

when it was adorned with the figures of King Lud, and his two fons, Androgeus and

Theoinantius ; but at the reformation, in the reign of Edward VI. fome zealous

people ftruck off all their heads, looking upon images of all kinds to be popifh and

idolatrous. In the reign of Queen Mary, new heads were placed on the bodies of

thefe kings, and fo remained till the 28th of Oueen Elizabeth, anno 1586, when the

gate, being very ruinous, was pulled down, and beautifully rebuilt : the eaft, or infide

whereof, was adorned with four pilafters and entablature of the Dorick order, and in

the intercolumns were placed the figures of King Lud and his two fons (who are fup-

pofed to have fucceeded him) in their Britifli habits again ; and above them the queen's

arms, viz. thofe of France and England quarterly, the fupporters a lion and a dragon.

It was afterwards repaired and beautified, ayino 1 699, Sir Francis Child, lord-mayor.

The weft, or outfide of the gate, is adorned with two pilafters and entablature of the

lonick order ; alfo two columns and a pediment adorning a nich, wherein is placed a

good ftatue of Queen Elizabeth in her robes and the regalia ; and over it the queen's

arms between the city-fupporters, placed at fome diitance. This gate was made a

prifon for debtors who were free of the city, anno i Richard II, 1378, Nicholas

Brembar then mayor, and confirmed fuch by the mayor and common-council, anm
1382, John Northampton, mayor.

The Tower of London is fitiiated at the fouth-eaft end of the city, on the river

Thames, and confifts in reality of a great number of towers or forts, built at feveral

times, which ftill retain their feveral names; though at prefent moft of them, together

with a little town and church, are inclofed within one wall and ditch, and compofe but

one intire fortrefs.

It was the vulgar opinion, that the Tower was built by Julius Cajfar ; but, as I have

before fliewn, hiftory informs us, that Csfar made no ftay in England, that he erefted

no town or fortrefs, unlefs that with vi^hich he inclofed his ftiips on the coaft oi Kent,

nor left a fingle garrifon or foldier in the ifland on his departure.

This Tower, as now encompaffed, ftands upon twelve acres of ground, and fome-

thing more, being of an irregular form, but approaching near to that of an oblong,

one of the longeft fides lying next the river, from whence it rifes gradually towards the

north, by a pretty deep afcent, to the armoury, which ftands upon the higheft ground

in the Tower, overlooking the White Tower built by William the Conqueror, and the

remains of the caftle below it on the Thames fide, faid to be built by William Rufus.

As to the ftrength of the place, the works being all antique, would not be able io

hold out four and twenty hours againft an army prepared for a fiege : The ditch indeed

is of a great depth, and upwards of an hundred feet broad, into which the water of the

Thames may be introduced at pleafure ; but I queftion whether the walls on the infide

would bear the firing of their own guns : Certain it is, two or three battering-pieces

would foon lay them even with the ground, though, after all, the ditch alone is fuffi-

cient to defend it againft a fudden aifault. There are feveral fmall towers upon the

walls ; thofe of the largeft dimenfions, and which appear the moft formidable, are the

Divelin Tower, on the north-weft ; and the Martin Tower, on the north-eaft ; and

St. Thomas's Tower on the river, by Traytors' Bridge ; which I take to be part of the

caftle faid to be built by William Rufus. There is alfo a large tower on the outfide the

ditch, called the Lions' Tower, on the fouth-weft corner, near which is the principal

gate and bridge by which <:oaches and carriages enter the Tower j and there are two

G 2 pofterns
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poflerns with bridgfes over the ditch to the v. harfon the Thames fiue, one whereof is

called Traytor's-Bridge, under which flate prisoners ufed to enter the Tower.

The priiicipal places and buildings within the 'lower are, i. The parochial church

of St. Peter, (for the Tower is a pari.'h of itfelf, in which are fifty houfesand upwards,

inhabited by the governor, deputy-governor, warders, and other officers belonging to

the fortress.)

2. To the eaflward of the church ftands a noble pile of building, ufually called the

armoury, begun by King James II. and finlflied by King William III. being three

liundred and ninety feet in length, and fixty in breadth : The Itately door-cafe on the

fouth-fide is adorned with four columns, entablature and triangular pediment, of the

Dorick order. Under the pediment are the king's arms, with inrichments of trophy-

work, very ornamental. It confiils of two lofty rooms, reaching the whole length of

the building : In the lower room is a complcat train of artillery, confiiling of brafs

cannon and mortal's fit to attend an army of an hundred thoufand men ; but none of

the cannon I obferve there, were above four and twenty pounders ; the large battering-

pieces, which carry balls of thirty-two and forty-eight pounds weight, I perceive, are

in the king's ftore-houfes at Deptford, Woolwich, Chatham, and Portfmouth. In the

armoury alfo we find a great many of the little cohorn- mortars, fo called from the Dutch
engineer Cohorn, who invented them for firing a great number of hand-grenades from

them at once j with other exti-aordinary pieces call at home, or taken from the

enemy.
In the room over the artillery is the armoury of fmall arms, of equal dimenfions with

that underneath, in vi'hich are placed, in admirable order, mufkets and other fmall

arms for fourfcore thoufand men, mod of them of the neweft make, having the belt

locks, barrels and flocks, that can be contrived for fervice ; neither the locks or barrels

indeed are wrought, but 1 look upon them to be the more durable and ferviceable,

and much eafier cleaned. There are abundance of hands always employed in keeping

them bright, and they are fo artfully laid up, that any one piece may be taken down
without moving another. Befides thefe, which with pilafters of pikes furnifh all the

middle of the room from top to bottom, leaving only a walk through the middle, and

another on each fide; the north and fouth walls of the armoury are each of them
adorned with eight pilafters of pikes and piftols of the Corinthian order, whofe interr

columns are chequer-work of carbines and piftols ; waves of the fea in cutlafles, fwords

and bayonets; half moons, femicircles, and a target of bayonets ; the form of a battery

in fwords and piftols; funs, with circles of piitols ; a pair of gates in halberts and

piflols ; the Witch of Endor, as it is called, within three elipfes of piftols ; the back-

bone of a whale in carbines ; a fiery ferpent, Jupiter and the Hydra in bayonets, &c.

But nothing looks more beautiful and magnificent than the four lofty wreathed columns

formed with piftols in the middle of the room, which feem to fupport it. They fhew

us alfo fome other arms, which are only remarkable for the ufe they have been put to

;

as the two fwords of ftate, carried before the Pretender when he invaded Scotland in

the year 1715 ; and the arms taken from the Spaniards who landed in Scotland, in the

year 1719, &c.

U'he fmall arms were placed in this beautiful order by one Mr. Harris, originally

a blackfmith, who was properly the forger of his own fortune, having raifed himfelf

by his merit : He had a place or penfion granted him by the government for this piece

of fervice in particular, which he richly deferved, no nation in Europe being able to

fhew a magaisine of finall arms fo good in their kind, and fo ingeniouily difpolld. In

the place where the ai-moury now ftands was formerly a bowling green, a garden, and
fome
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fome buildings, which were demolifhed to make room for the grand arfenal I have been

defcribing.

In the horfe-armoury the mofl: remarkable things are feme of the Englifli kings on

horfebacls. in compleat armour, among which the chief are Edward III. Henries V. and

.VII. King Charles I. and II. and King William, and a fuit of filver armour, faid to be-

long to Tohn of Gaunt, feven feet and a half high. Here alfo they fliew us the armour

of the Lord Kingfale, with the fword he took from the French general, which gained

him the privilege of being covered in the king's prefence, which his poilerity enjoy to

this day.

The oiKce of ordnance is in the Tower, with the feveral apartments of the officers

that belong to it, who have the direction of all the arms, ammunition, artillery, ma-

gazines, and (lores of war in the kingdom. ,
- n (•"

The White Tower is a lofty, fquare, ftone building, with a turret at each angle,

{landing on the declivity of the hill, a little below the armoury, and difengaged from

the other buildings, where fome thoufand barrels of powder were formerly kept ; but

great part of the publick magazine of powder is now dillributed in the feveral yards and

ftore-houfes belonging to the government, as at AVoolwich, Chatham, I'ortfmouth,

Plymouth, &c. to prevent accidents, I prefume ; forfliould fuch a prodigious quantity

of powder talce fire, it muft be of fatal confequence to the city, as well as the Tower.

The main guard of the Tower, with the lodgings of the officers, ai'e on the eaft fide of

this building.

In the chapel of the White Tower, ufually called Casfar's Chapel, and in a large

room adjoining on the eafl fide thert-of, fixty-four foot long, and thirty-one broad, are

kept many ancient records, fuch as privy-feals in feveral reigns, bills, anfwers, and de-

pofitions in chancery, in the reigns of QueenElizabeth, King James I. and King Charles I.

writs of dijtringas, fuperfedeas, de excommunicato capiendo^ and other writs relating to

the courts of law ; but the records of the greatelt importance are lodged in the Tower
called Wakefield Tower, confilling of flatute-rolis from the 6th of Edward I. to the

8th of Edward III.

Parliament-rolls beginning anno 5 of Edward II. and ending with the reign of Ed-
ward I v.

Patent-rolls beginning anno 3 of John, and ending with the reign of Edward IV.

In thefe are contained grants of offices, lands, tenements, temporalities, &c. paffing

under* the great feal.

Charter-rolls, from the ifl; of King John, to the end of Edward IV. in which arc

inroUments of grants, and confirmations of liberties and privileges to cities and towns

corporate, and to private perfons, as markets, fairs, free wan'en, common of pafture,

.waifs, iirays, felons goods, &c.

The foundations of abbies and priories, of colleges and fchools, together with lands

and privileges granted to them.

The patents of creation of noblemen.

Clofe rolls, from the 6th of King John, to the end of Edward IV. in which are writs

of various kinds, but more efpecially on the back of the roll are entered the writs of

fummons to parliament, both to the lords and commons, and of the biffiops and in-

. ferior clergy to convocations : There are alfo proclamations, and inrollments of deeds

between party and party.

French rolls, beginning «««o i. of Edward II. and ending with Edward IV. in which

are leagues and treaties with the kings of France, and other matters relating to that

kingdom.

3 Scotch
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Scotch rolls, containing tranfaftions with that kingdom.

Rome, touching the affairs of that fee.

Vafcon rolls, relating to Gafcoign.

There are alfo other rolls and records of different natures.

In this tower are alfo kept the inquifitions />g/^ mortem, from the ifl year of King
Henry III. to the 3d year of Richard III.

The inquifitions ad quod damnum, from the ift of Edward II. to the end of Henry V.

Writs of fummons, and returns to parliament, from the i-eign of Edward I. to the

i7lh of Edward IV,

Popes bulls, and original letters from foreign princes.

All which were put into order, and fecured in excellent wainfcot prefle?, by order of

the houfe of peers, in the year 17 19 and 1720. Attendance is given at this office,

and fcarches may be made from feven o'clock in the morning to eleven, and from one

to five in the afternoon, unlefs in December, January and February, when the office

is open only from eight to eleven in the morning, and from one to four, except

holy-days.

The next office I fliall mention is the Mint, where, at prefent, all the money in the

kingdom is coined : This makes a confiderable flreet in the Tower, wherein are apart-

ments for the officers belonging to it. The principal officers are, i. The warden,

v.ho receives the gold and filver bullion, and pays the full value for it, the charge

being defrayed by a fmall duty on wines. 2. The mafter and worker, who takes the

bullion from the warden, caufes it to be melted, delivers it to the moneyers, and when
it is minted receives it from them again. 3. The comptroller, who fees that the

money be made according to the jufl affize, overlooks the officers, and controlls them.

4. The airay-maller, who fees that the money be according to the ftandard of finenefs.

5. The auditor, who takes the accounts, and makes them up. 6. The furveyor-

general, who takes care that the finenefs be not altered in the melting. And, 7. The
weigher and teller.

"The Jewel-office, where the regalia are repofitcd, (lands near the eaft end of the

Armoury. A lift is ufually given to thofe who come daily to feethefe curiofities in the

Jewel-houfe, a copy whereof follows, viz.

A lijl of his Majcjifs regalia, befidcs plate, and other rich ihitigs, at the Jewel-houfe in

the Tower ofLondon.

1. The imperial crown, which all the kings of England have been crowned with,

ever fince Edward the Confefibr's time.

2. The orb, or globe, held in the king's left hand at the coronation j on the top of

which is a jewel near an inch and half in height.

3. The royal fcepter with the crofs, which has another jewel of great value under it.

4. The fcepter with the dove, being the emblem of peace.

5. St. Edward's ftaff, all beaten gold, carried before the king at the coronation.

6. A rich falt-fellar of ftate, the figure of the Tower, ufed on the king's table at the

coronation.

7

.

Curtana, or the fword of mercy, borne between the two fvvords of juftice, the

fpiritual and temporal, at the coronation.

8. A noble filver font, double gilt, that the kings and royal family were chriftened in.

9. A large filver fountain, prefentcd to King Charles 11. by the lown of Plymouth.

I o. Queen Anne's diadem, or circlet which her majelty wore in proceeding to her

coronation.

ji 1 . The coronadon-crown made for tho late Queen Mary.
12. The
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12. The rich crown of ftate that his majefty wears on his throne in parliament, in

xvhich is a large emerald feven inches round, a pearl the fined in the world, and a ruby

of ineftimable value.

1 3. A globe and fcepter made for the late Queen Mary.

14. An ivory fcepter with a dove, made for the late King James's queen.

15. The golden fpurs and the armiUas that are worn at the coronation.

There is alfo an apartment in the Tower where noble prifoners ufed to be confined,

but of late years fome of lefs quality have been fent thither.

The Tower where the lions and other favage animals are kept is on the right hand,

on the outfide the ditch, as we enter the fortrefs. Thefe confid of lions, leopards,

tygers, eagles, vultures, and fuch other wild creatures as foreign princes or fea-officers

have prefented to the Britifh kings and queens.

Not far from the Tower ftands London-Bridge. This bridge has nineteen arches

befides the draw-bridge, and is built with hev.'n (lone, bdng one thoufand two hundred

feet in length, and feventy four in breadth, whereof the houfes built on each fide take

up twenty-feven feet, and the ftreet between the houfes twenty feet ; there being only

three vacancies about the middle of the bridge where there are no houfes, but a low

done wall, with an iron pallifade, through which is a fine view of the (hipping and

veffels in the river. This ftreet over the bridge is as much thronged, and has as brifk

a trade as any ftreet in the city ; and the perpetual paflage of coaches and carriages

makes it troublefome walking on it, there being no pofts to keep off" carriages, as in

other ftreets. The middle vacancy was left for a draw- bridge, which ufed formerly to

be drawn up when fliipping pafled that way ; b?jt no veflels come above the bridge at this

day but fuch as can ftrike their mafts, and pafs under the arches. Four of the arches

on the north fide of the bridge are now taken up with mills and engines, that raife the

water to a great height, for the fupply of the city : This brings in a large revenue,

which, with the rents of the houfes on the bridge, and other houfes and lauds that be-

long to it, are applied as far as is neceflary to the repair of it, by the officers appointed

for that fervice, who are, a comptroller and two bridge-mafters, with their fubordinate

officers : And in fome years, it is faid, not lefs than three thouland pounds are laid

out in repairing and fupporting this mighty fabrick, though it be never fuflered to run
much to decay.

I come next to defcribe that circuit of ground which lies without the walls, but

within the freedom and jurifdiftion of the city of London : And this is bounded by a

line, which begins at Temple-bar, and extends itfelf by many turnings and windings

through part of Shear-lane, Bell-yard, Chancery-lane, by the Rolls-liberty, &c. into

Holborn, almoft againft Gray's-Inn-lane, where there is a bar (confifting of polts,

rails, and a chain) ufually called Holborn bars ; from whence it paifes with many-

turnings and windings by the fouth end of Brook- ftreet, Furnival's-Inn, Leather-lane,

the fonth-end of Hatton-garden, Ely-houfe, Field-lane, and Chick-lane, to the com-
mon-fewer ; then to Cow-crofs, and fo to Smithfield-bars ; from whence it runs with

feveral windings between Long-lane and Charterhoufe-lane to Gofwell-ftreet, and fo up
that ftreet northward to the Bars.

From thefe Bars in Gofwell-ftreet, where the manor of Finft)ury begins, the line ex-

tends by Golden-lane to the pofts and chain in Whitecrofs-fti-eet, and from thence to

the pofts and chain in Grub-ftreet ; and then runs through Ropemakers-alley to the-

pofts and chain in the highway from Moorgate, and from thence by the north fide of

Moorfields ^ after which it ruias northwards to Nortonfalgate, meeting with the bars.

A ia
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in Biniopfgate-ftreet, and from thence runs eaftward into Splttlefields, abutting all

along upon Nortonfalgate.

From Nortonfalgate it returns fouthwards by Spittlefields, and then fouth-eafl: by

Wentworth-ftreet, to the bars in Whitechapel : From hence it inclines more foutherly

to the Little Minories and Goodman's-flelds ; from whence it returns weftward to the

pofls and chain in the Minories, and fo on more wefterly till it comes to London-wall,

abutting on the Tower-liberty, and there it ends. The ground comprehended betwixt

this line and the city-wall, contains about three hundred acres.

There is no wall or fence, as has been hinted already, to feparate the freedom of the

city from that part of the town which lies in the county of Middlefex, only pofts and

chains at certain places, and one gate at the well end of Fleet-flreet, which goes by the

name of Temple-bar.

This gate refembles a triumphal arch : It is built of hewn-llone, each fide being -

adorned with four pilafters, their entablature, and an arched pediment of the Corin-

thian order. The intercolumns are niches repleniflied ; thofe within the Bar towards

the eaft, with the figures of King James L and his queen ; and thofe without the Bar,

with the figures of King Charles L and King Charles IL It is enriched alfo with

cornucopias, and has two large cartouches, by way of fupporters to the whole ; and on

the infide of the gate is the following infcription, viz. " Ere£ted in the year iCjo^

Sir Samuel Starling, mayor: continued in the year 1671, Sir Richard Ford, lordJ*

mayor: and finiflied in the year 1672, Sir George Waterman, lord-mayor." ~^

The city is divided into twenty-fix wards or governments, each having its peculiar

officers, as alderman, common-council, &c. But all are fubjedt to the lord-mayor,

the fupreme magiftrate of this great metropolis. Of each of thefe wards take the fol-

lowing account.

1. Portfoken ward, is fituate without Aldgate, the mod eafterly ward belonging

to the city ; and extends from Aldgate eaftward to the bars. The chief ftreets and

places comprehended in it, are part of Whitechapel-ftreet, the Minories, Houndfditch,

and the weft fide of Petticoat-lane.

Whitechapel is a handfome broad ftreet, by which we enter the town from the eaft.

The fouth fide, or great part of it, is taken up by butchers who deal in the wholefale

way, felling whole carcafes of veal, mutton, and lamb (which come chiefly out of

Eflex) to the town butchers. On the north fide are a great many good inns, and

feveral confiderable tradefmen's houfes, who ferve the eaft part of England with fuch

goods and merchandize as London affords. On the fouth fide is a great market for

hay three times a week.

Tower ward extends along the Thames from the Tower on the eaft almoft to

Billinfgate on the weft, and that part of the Tower itfelf which lies to the weftward of

the White Tower is held by fome to be within this ward. The principal ftreets and

places contained in it are Great Tower-ftreet, part of Little Tower-ftreet and Tower-

hill, part of Thames-ftreet, Mark-lane, Mincing-lane, Seething-lane, St. Olave Hart-

ftrect, Idle-lane, St. Dunftan's-hill, Harp-lane, Water-lane, and Bear-lane, with the

courts and alleys that fall into them.

Great Tower-hill lies on the outfide of the Tower-ditch towards the north-weft.

Upon this hill is a fcaft"old erefted, at the charge of the city, for the execution of

noble ofl'cnders iraprifoned in the Tower, (after ftntence pafted upon them.)

The names of the keys or wharfs lyii>g on the Thames fide in this ward between the

Tower and Billinfgate, 'are Brewer's-key, Chefter-key, Galley-key, Wool-key, Poiv-

ter's-key.
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ter's-kev, Cuflom-houfe-key, Great Bear-key, Little Bear-key, Wiggiiig*s-key, Ralph's-

key. Little Dice-key, Great Dice-key, and Saiart's-key, of which, next to the Cuftoai-

houle-key. Bear-keys are the moil confiderable, there being one of the greateft markets

in England for wheat and other kinds of grain, brought hither by coaii:ing veflels.

The publick buildings in this ward (befides the weftern part of the 'Lower above-

mentioned to be within the city) are the Cuftom-houfe, Cloth workers'-hall, Bakers'-

hall, and the three parifli churches of^Alhallows Barking, St. Olave, Hart-ftreet, and
St. Dunllan's in the Eaft.

The Cudom-houfe is fituated on the north fide of the Thames between the Tower
and BiUinfgate ; confifting of two floors, in the uppermoft of which, in a wainfcotted

magnificent room, almolt the whole length of the building, and fifteen feet in heiglit,

fit the commiffionersof the cuftoms, with their under officers and clerks. The length

of this edifice is an hundred and eighty-nine feet, and the general breadth twenty-feven,

but at the weit end it is fixty feet broad. It is built of brick and itone, and covered

with lead, being adorned with the upper and lower orders of architedlure.

'^. Aldgate, or Ealdgate ward. The principal ftreets and places in it are Aldgate-

flreet, Berry-ftreet, part of St. Maa-y Axe, part of Leadenhall-ftreet, part of Linie-

Ureet, BiUiter-lane and Square, part of Mark- lane, Fenchurch-ftreet, and Crutched-

friars.

The publick buildings in this ward are the African-houfe, the Navy-office, Brick-

layer's-hall, the churches of St. Catharine Creechurch, St. James's, Duke's-place, St.

Andrew Underfliaft, St. Catharine Coleman, and the Jews' fynagogues.

The Royal African-houfe is fituated on the fouth fide of Leadenhall-ftreet, near the

eaft end of it. Here the affairs of the company are tranfacted ; but the houfe has

nothing in it that merits a particular defcription.

The Navy-office is fituated on the fouth fide of Crutched-fiiars, near Tower-hill,

being a large well-built pile of buildings, and the offices for every branch of bufinefs

relating to the navy admirably well difpofed.

The Jews' fynagogues are in Duke's-place, where, and in thatneighdourhood, manv
of that religion inhabit. The fynagogue ftands eaft and weft, as Chriftian churches
ufually do : the great door is on the weft, within which is a long defli upon an afcent,

railed above the floor, from whence the law is read. The eaft part of the fynagogue
alfo is railed in, and the places where the women fit inclofed with lattices ; the men fit

on benches with backs to them, running eaft and weft ; and there are abundance of
fine branches for candles, befides lamps, efpccially in that belonging to the Portuguefe.

4. Lime-ftreet ward. The principal ftreets and places in it arc part of Leadenhall-

ftreet, and Leadenhall-market, part of Lime ftreet, and part of St. Mary Axe.
Leadenhall-market, the fineft ffiambles in Europe, lies between Leadenhall-ftreet

and Fenchurch-Jlreet. Of the three courts or yards that it confifts of, the firft is that

at the north-eaft corner of Gracechurch-ftreet, and opens into Leadenhallltreet. This
court or yard contains in length from north to fouth 1 64 feet, and in breadth from eaft

to weft bo feet: within this court or yard, round about the fame, are about 100
ftanding ftalls for butchers, for the felling of beef only, and therefore this court is

called the beef market. Ihefe ftalls are either under warehoufes, or flickered from
the weather by roofs over them. This yard is on Tuefdays a market for leather, to

which the tanners refort ; on Thurfdays the waggons from Colchefter, and other

parts, come with baize, &c. and the felniongers with their wool; and on Fridays it is

a market for raw hides ; on Saturdays, for beef and other proviuons.

The fecond market-yard is called the Green-yard, as being once a green plot of
ground ; afterwards it was the city's ftore-yard for materials for building and the like ;

vot. 11. H but
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but now a market only for veal, mutton, lamb, &c. This yard is 170 feet in length

from eafl to weft, and go feet broad fom north to fouth : it hath in it 140 (tails for the

butchers, all covered over. In the middle of this Green-yard market from north to

fouth is a row of fhops, with rooms over them, for fiflimongers ; and on the foiuh

fide and weft end are houfes and fhops alfo for filhmongers. i owards the ealt end of

this yard is erected a fair market-houfe, ftanding upon columns, with vaults under-

neath, and rooms above, with a bell-tower, and a clock, and under it are butchers'

ftalls. The tenements round about this yard are for the moil part inhabited by cooks

and vidluallers ; and in the palTages leading out of the llreets into this market are filh-

mongers, poulterers, cheefemongers, and other traders in provifion.

The third market belonging to Leadenhall is called the Herb-market, for that herbs,

roots, fruit, &:c. are only there fold. This market is about 1 40 feet fquare ; the weft,

eaft, and north fides had walks round them, covered over for Iholter, and ftanding

upon columns ; in which walks there were 28 ftalls for gardeners, with cellars under

them.

The publick buildings in this ward are Leadenhall, the Eaft-India-houfe, Pewterers'-

hall, and Fletchers'-hall.

Leadenhall is fituated on the fouth fide of Leadenhall-ftreet. It is a large ftone

fabrick, confifting of three large courts or yards, as has been obferved already
; part

of it is at prefenr a warehoufe, in the occupation of the Eaft India company, where the

fineft caLcoes, and other curiofities of the eaftern part of the world, are repofited ;

another part of it is a warehoufe for Colchefter baize, and is open every Thurfday and

Friday. Here was alfo anciently a chapel, and a fraternity of 60 priefts conftituted

to celebrate divine fervice every day to the market-people ; but was diffolved with other

religious focieties at the reformation.

On the fouth fide of Leadenhall-ftreet alfo, and a little to the eaftward of Leadenhall,

flands the Eaft-India Houfe, lately magnificently rebuilt, with a ftone front to the

ft:reet • but the front being very narrow, does not make an appearance anfwerable to

the grandeur of the houfe within, which ftands upon a great deal of ground, the offices

and ftorehoufes admirably well contrived, and the publick hall and the committee

room fcarce inferior to any thing of the like nature in the city.

There is not one church in this ward at prefent. The officers of the ward are, an

alderman, his deputy, four common-council men, four conftables, two fcavengers,

fixteen for the wardmote inqueft, and a beadle.

5. Biffiopfgate ward is divided into two parts, one within Bifliopfgate, and the other

without.

The ftreets and places in this ward, within the gate, are, all Bifliopfgate- ftreet,

part of Gracechurch-ftreet, all Great and Little St. Helen's, all Crolby-fquare, all

Camomile-ftreet, and a fmall part of Wormwood-ftreet, with feveral courts and

alleys that fall into them.

That part of this ward that lies without Bifhoprgate extends northwards as far as the

bars, being the' bounds of the city freedom on this fide.

The principal ftreets and places in this ward, without the gate, are, Bifliopfgate-

ftreet, Petty-f ranee, Bethlem Court and Lane, and Devonlhire-fquare ; befides which,

there are little courts and alleys without number betv/ecn Bilhopfgate-ftrcet and

Moorfields.

The publick buildings in this ward are Leatherfellers'-hall, Grcfliam-college, tlia

churches of St. Botolph Bilbopfgate, St. luhelburga, and St. Helen,

London vvorkhoufe, for the poor of the city of London, alfo ftands in this ward,

juft without Bilhopfgate, being a long brick edifice four hundred feet iii length, con-

8 fifting
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fiftinf» of feveral work-rooms and lodging-roonts for the vagrants and parifh cliildren

brought thither, who are employed in fpinning wool and flax, in Icwing, knitting,

or winding filk, or making their cloaths or fhoes, and are taught to write, read, and
cafl accompts. The grown vagrants brought here for a time only, are employed in

wafliing, beating hemp, and picking oakhuni, and have no more to keep them than
they earn, unlcfs they are fick ; and the boys are put out apprentices to feafaring men
or artificers, at a certain age, and in the mean time have their diet, cloaths, phyfick,

and other neceffaries, provided for them by the houfe, which is fupported by private

charities, by fums raifed annually by the city, or by the labour of the children, which
lafl: article produces feven or eight hundred pounds per annum.

6. Broad-itreet ward contains part of Threadneedle-ftreet, Bartholomew'-lane, part:

of Prince's ftreet, part of Lothbury, part of Throgmorton-ftreet, great part of Broad-
ftreet, Winchefter-llreet, Auftin-friars, part of Wormwood-ftreet, and part of London-
wall-flrcet, with the courts and lanes running into them.

1 he publick buildings in this ward are Carpenters'-hall, Drapers'-hall, Merchant-
Taylors'-hall, the South-Sea-Houfe, the Pay-office, Alhallows on the Wall, St. Peter's

Poor, the Dutch church, St. Martin's, St. Bennet's, St. Bartholomew's, St. Chrifto-

pher's, and the French church.

1 he moft magnificent and beautiful edifice of the kind in this ward, and indeed in the

city of London, is the South-Sea-Houfe, lately erected at the north-eaft corner of
Threadneedle-ftreet, near Bifhopfgate-ftreet, and over againft the church of St. Martin
Outwich. It is built ot ftone and brick.

The feveral offices for tranfacling the bufinefs of this great company are admirably

well difpofed ; and the great hall for fales is no where to be paralleled, either in it's

dimenfions or ornaments, any more than the dining-room, galleries, and chambers
above.

7. Cornhill ward comprehends little more than the ftreet of the fame name, and
fome litilc lanes and alleys that fall into it, as Caftle-alley, Sweeting's or Swithin's-

alley, Freeman's-yard, part of Finch-lane, Weigh-houfe-yard, Star-court, the north

end of Birching-lane, St. Michael's-alley, Pope's-head-alley, and Exchange-alley.

Cornhill-ftreet may, in many refpecis, be looked upon as the principal ftreet of

the city of London ; for here almoft all affairs relating to navigation and commerce are

tranfafted; and here, all the bufinefs relating to the great companies and the Bank,
are negotiated. 'Ihis ftreet alfo is fituated near the centre of the city, and fome fay,

upon the higheft ground in it. It is fpacious, and well built with lofty houfes, four

or five ftories high, inhabited by linen-drapers and other confiderable tradefmen, who
deal by wholefale as well as retail, and adorned with the principal gate and front of the
Royal-Exchange. Here alfo it is faid the metropolitan church was fituated, when
London was an archbiflioprick.

Exchange alley, fo denominated from its being fituated on the fouth-fide of this

ftreet, over againft the Royal Exchange, has long been famous for the great concourfe

of merchants and commanders of fliips, and the bargains and contracts made there and
in the two celebrated cofFee-houfcs in it, which go under the refpeftive names of
Jonathan's and Garraway's, where land, ftocks, debentures, and merchandize, and
every thing that has an exiftence in nature, is bought, fold, and transferred from one
to another; and many things contracted for, that fubfill only in the imagination of
the parties.

The publick buildings in this ward are, the Royal-Exchange, and the churches of
St. Peter and St. Michael.

HJ2 The
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The Royal-Fxchangc Is fiCuated on the north fide of Cornhlll, about the middle of

the fl.reet, forming an oblong open iquare, the infule whereof is an hundred and forty-

four feet in length from ealt to welt, and an hundred and feveuteen in breadth from
^lorch to fouth; the area fixty-one fquare pole?, on every fide whereof is a noble

piazza or cloiiler, confilling of twenty-eight columns and arclies that fupport the

galleries above.

The length of ihc building on the outllde is two hundred and three feet, the breadth

an hundred and feventy-one, and the height fiFty-ux. On the front towards Cornhill

alfo is a noble piazza, confifling of ten pillars ; and another on the oppolite fide next
Threadneedle-ltreet, of as many ; and in the middle of each a magnificent gate : over
the Cornhill gate is a beautiful tower, an hundred and feventy-eight feet high, fur-

nilhed with twelve finall bells for chimes ; and underneath the piazzas are capacious

cellars, which ferve for warehoufes.

The whole building is of Portland ftone, ruftick work ; above the arches the inward
piazza is an entablament, viath fine enrichments ; and on the cornifli a range of pila-(lers,

with entablature, and a fpacious compafs pediment in the middle of the corners of each

of the four fides. Under the pediment on the north fide, are the king's arms ; on
the fouth, thofe of the city ; and on the eaft, the arms of Sir Thomas Grefham. And
under the pediment on the weft fide, the arms of the company of mercers, with their

refpe£tive enrichments. 'J'he intercolumns of the upper range are twenty-four niches,

nineteen of which are filled with the ftatu€sof the kings and queens regent of England,
ftanding ereft with their robes and regalia, except that of King James II. and King
George II. which are habited like the Cajfars.

On the fouth fide are feven niches, of which four are filled, viz.

I. The mod eafterly figure, which has tliis infcription in gold letters, Edvardns
Prbmis Rrx, Anno Dom. 1272. 2. Weftward, Edvardus III. Rex, Anno Dom. 1329.

3. Henricus V. Rex, Anno Domini 1412. 4. Heni-icus VI. Rex, Anno Domini 1422.

On the weft fide five niches, four of which are filled, viz.

I. Under the moftfoutherly figures is fubfcribed in gold letters, Edvardus IV. Rex,
Anno Domini 14.60. 2. Northward (the crown pendant over his headj Edvardus V.

Rex, Anno Domini 1483. 3. Henricus VII. Rex, Afino Domini 1487. 4. Henricus VIII.

Rex, Anno Domini 1508.

On the north fide feven niches are filled, viz.

1. The moft wefterly, fubfcribed in golden charaders, Edvardus VI. Rex, Anno
Domini 1547. 2. Maria Regina, yinno Domini 1553. 3. Elizabetha Regina, Anno
Domini 1558. 4. Is fubfcribed, SereniJfinU iff Potenti//im' Princip' Jacobo Primo, Mag.
Brit'' Fran'' is' Ilibern' Reg. Fid. Defenfori, Societas Panniton/orurn pofuit, A. D. 1684.

5. EIKXiN BA2IA1KH SercniJJimi^ Rel'ig'ioftJJhni Pr'tncipis Caroli Primi, Anglia, Scotia,

Francia £s° Hibernia Regis, I'idei Defcnforis ; Bis Martyr'is {in Corpore Iff Ej/igie) Impiis

RebeU'ium Manibus, ex hoc loco dcturbata is' confrada, Ayino Dom. 1 647. Reji'ituta iff

h'u demum collocala. Anno Dom. 1683. Gloria Martyrii qui tefrcgcre Rebellcs non potucre

ipfum quern voluere Dcum. 6. Carolus Sccundus, Rex, Anno Domini 164.S. 7. Jacobus II.

Rex, Ann:> Domini 16S5.

On the eaft fide five niches, one of which is vacant, the other filled, viz.

1. The moft northerly contains two ftatues, viz. of King William and Oueen Mary,
fubfcribed Gulielmus HI. Rex, ^ Maria II. Regina, A. D. 1688. S. P. Q. Londin'

Optim' Frincipibus, P. C. 1695. 2. A//na Regina Dei Gratia Mag. Britan' Francia
hf Hibcrnia, lyoi. 3. George I. infcribed Georgius D. G. Magna Briian' Francia: isf

Uibcrn't^ Rex, Anno Dom. 1 7 1
4. S. P. Q. L. 4. Southerly, the ftatue of King George II.

5 in
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in the habiliment of a Cferar, wreathed on the head, and a battoon or trunch.eou

ill his hand, little differing; from thi\t of Charles II. in the center of the area, only in

looking northward ; iufcribcd Gcorghts II. D. G. Mag. Brit. Fra. Eff Hib. Rex, Anno

Dom. 1727. S. P. Q.L,
On the four fides of the piazza within the Exchange, are twenty-cnght niches, wliich

are all vacant yet, except one near the north-well: angle, where is the figure of Sir

Thomas Grefliam. The piazza itfelf is paved with black and white marble, and the

court, or area, pitched with pebbles ; in the middle whereof is the ftatue of King

Charles 11. in a Roman habit, with a battoon in I'is hand, erected on a marble pedeRal

about eight feet high, and looking fouthward ; on which fide of the pedellal, under

an imperial crown, wings, trumpets of fame, fcepter and fword, palm branches, &c.

arc thefe words infcribed, viz.

Carolo II. C^fari Britannko, Patrice Patri, Rcgum Optimo Clcmcnttjfimo Augujlijfimo,

Generis Humani De/iciis, Utriufq; Fortune Vi^ori, I'acis Europa Arbiiro, Marimn
Domino, ac Vindici Societatis Mercatorum Adventiir Anglice, quce per CCCCjam prope

Annos Rcgia beuignitate jioret, Fidei Intcmeratce iff Gratitudinis aternce hoc Teflimonium

venerabunda pofuit. Anno Saltitis Humana 1684.

On the welt fide of the pedeftal is neatly cut in relievo, the figure of a cupid re-

pofing his right hand on a Ihield containing the arms of England and France quartered,

and in his ieft hand a rofe.

On the north fide are the arms of Ireland on a fhield, fupported by a cupid.

On the ealt fide the arms of Scotland, with a cupid holding a thiftle, all in relievo.

The inner piazza and court are divided into feveral ftations, or walks, where the

merchants of the refpedtivc nations, and thofe who have bufinefs with them, affemble

dirtinftly ; fo that any merchant or commander of a vefiel is readily found, if it he

known to what country he trades. The feveral walks are defcribed in the following

ground-plot of the Exchange.
NORTH.

Threadneedle Street.

-
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Near the fouth gate is a fpacious flaircafe, and near the north gate another, that

lead up to the galleries, on each fide whereof are fliops for milliners and other trades,

to the number of near two hundred, which brought in a good revenue at firfl:, nothing

bein'J- thoupht fafiiionable that was not purchafed there ; but the milliners are now dif-

perfed all over the to\(Vn, and the fliops in the Exchange almofl dcferted.

8. Langbourn ward, fo called of a bourne, or brook, that had its fource in it, and

rundown Fenchurch-flreet, contains thefe principal ftreets
;

part of Lombard-ilreet,

part of Fcnchurch-ftreet, part of l.ime-ftreet, and part of Gracechurch-flreet ; with

.part of the courts, lanes, and alleys in them, particularly White-hart-court, Exchange-

alley, Sherbourn-lane, Abchurch-lane, St. Nicholas- lane, Mark-lane, Mincing-lane,

Rood-lane, CuUum-court, Philpot-lane, and Braben-court.

The publick btiildings in this ward are, the Poft-office, Ironmongers'-hall, Pewterers'-

hall ; the churches of Allhallows Lombard-ftreet, St. Edmund's I-onibard-llreet, St.

Mary Woolnoth, St. Dionis Backchurch, and St. Allhallows Staining.

'liie Pod- office is fituated on the fouth fide of Lombard ftreet, near Stocks-market,

It was the dwelling-houfe of Sir Robert Vyner, in the reign of King Charles U. The
principal entrance is out of Lombard-flreet, through a great gate and paflage that leads

into a handfome paved court, about which are the fpveral offices for receiving and

diflributing letters, extremely well contrived.

Letters and packets are difpatchcd I'rom hence every Monday to France, Italy, Spain,

Portugal, Flanders, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Kent, and the Downs.

Every Tuefday to the United Netherlands, Germany, Svvedeland, Denmark, and

to all parts of England, Scotland, and Ireland.

Every Wednefday to Kent only, and the Downs.

Every Thurfday to France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and all parts of England and

Scotland.

Every Friday to the Auftrian and United Netherlands, Germany, Sweden, Den-

mark, and to Kent and the Downs.

Every Saturday to all parts of England, Scotland, and Ireland.

The poll goes aifo every day to thofe places where the court refides, as alfo to (he

ufual ftations and rendezvous of his majefly's fleet, as the Downs, Spithead, and to

Tunbridge during the feafon for drinking the waters, &c.

Letters and packets are received from all parts of England and Scotland, except

Wales, every Monday, Wednefday, and Friday ; from Wales every Monday and

Friday ; and from Kent and the Downs every day.

^is majefty keeps confliantly, for the tranfport of the faid letters and packets, in

times of peace,

Between England and France, three packet-boats ; Spain, one in a fortnight ; Por-

tugal, one ditto; Flanders, two packet-boats ; Holland, three packet-boats j Ireland,

three packet-boats.

And at Deal, two packet-boats for the Downs.

Not to mention the extraordinary packet-boats in time of war with France and

Spain, to the Leeward Iflands, &c.

A letter containing a whole flieet of paper is conveyed 80 miles for 3<f. and two

flieets 61:/. and an ounce of letters but is. And above 80 miles a fingle letter is 4<^. a

double letter Lv/. and an ounce \s.^d.

9. Billingfgate ward is bounded by Langbourn ward towards the north, by Tower-

flreet ward on the caft, by the river Thames on the fouth, and by Bridge waid within

on the weft:. The priuciixd llreets and places in this ward are, 'I'hanies- ftreet. Little

Eaflicheap, Pudding-lane, Botolph-lane, Love-lane, St. Mary-hill, and Rood-lane.

The
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The wharfs, or keys, as they lie on the Thames-fide from eaft to weft, are Smart's

key, Billingfgate, Little Somer's key, Great Somer's key, Botolpli wharf. Cox's key,

and Frcfli wharf, which lafl: is the next key to the Bridge ; of which Billingfgate is

much the moft reforted to. It is a kind of fquare dock, or inlet, having keys on three

fides of ir, to which the vefl'els lie clofe while they are unloading. By a ftatute of the

icth and nth of William III. it was enacted, 'That Billingfgate fliould be a free

market for fifh every day in the week, except Sundays : That a fifliing veflel Ihould

pay no other toll or duty than the afl: prefcribes, viz. every falt-fifii veffel, for ground-

age, Sd.pcr diem, and act/. /^r voyage ; a lobfler boat 2d. a day groundage, and 13^/.

the voyage ; every dogger boat, or fmack wi/h fea-fifli, 2d. per diem groundage, and

13^. the voyage ; every oyfier veflel 2d', a-day groundage, and a halfpenny per bufliel

metage. And that it fliould be lawful for any perfon, who fliould buy fifli in the faid

market, to fell the fame in any other market or place in London, or elfewhere, by
retail.' And becaufe the fiflimongiers ufcd to buy up great part of the fifli at Billingf-

gate, and then divide the fame among themfelvcs, in order to fet an extravagant price

upon them, it was enadted, ' That no perfon fliould buy, or caufe to be bought, in the
' faid market of Billingfgate, any quantity of fifli, to be civided by lot among the fifii-

* mongers, or other perions, with an intent to fell them afterwards by retail ; and that

no hflimonger fliould buy any more than for his own ufe, on pain of 20/.' And by
the 6th ^M«^ it was enafted, ' That no perfon fliould buy fifli at Billingfgate to fell

' again in the fame market ; and that none but fifliernien, their wives, or fervants,

' fliould fell fifli by retail at Billingfgate ; and that none fliould buy or fell fifli there
' before the ringing of the market-bell.'

The publick buildings in this ward are Butchers'-halJ, and the churches of St. Mary
Hill, St. Margaret Pattons, and St. George in Botolph-lane.

10. Bridge ward within contains London-bridge, New Fifli-ftreet, Gracechurch-
itreet as far as Fenchurch-flreet, Thames-fl:reet from Fifli-ftreet to the Old-fwau, part

of St. Martin's-lane, part of St. Michael's-lane, and part of Crooked-lane.

The publick buildings in this ward are London-bridge, the Monument, Fiflnnongers'-

hall, and the churches of St. Magnus and St. Bennet Graccchurch-ftreet.

The Monument flands on the well fide of Fifli-ftreet-hill, a little to the northward
of the Bridge, and was erected by the legiflative authority, in memory of the fire anno
i6'c6, and was defigned by Sir Chriftopher Wren. It has a fluted column, 202 feet

iiigh from the ground; thegreatell diameter of the fliaft 15 feet, and the plinth, or
lowelt part of the pedefial, 28 feet fquare, and 40 feet high ; the whole being of
Portland ftone, except the flair-cafe within, which is of black marble, containing 345
Heps, ten inches and an half broad, and fix inches deep ; and a balcony on the outfRfe

32 feet from the top, on which is a gilded flame. The front of the pedelfal, towards
the weft, contains a reprefentation of the fire, and the refurreclion of the prefent city

out of the ruins of the former.

11. Candlewick or Cannon-ftreet ward contains part of Great Eaftcheap, part of
Candlewick now called Cannon-ftreet, part of Abchurch-lane, St. Nicholas-lane, St.

Clement's-lane, St. Michael's-lane, Crooked-lane, St. Martin's-lane, St. Lawrence-
Poultney-lane, with the courts and alleys that fall into them.

In Cannon-ftreet is that remarkable ftone called London-ftone, which has remained
fixed in the grotind many hundred years, but for what end is uncertain ; though fup-

pofed by fome to be the place from whence the Romans began to compute the number
of miles anciently to any part of the kingdom.

12. Walbrooli ward contains the beft part of Walbrook, part of Buckicrfliury, the
eaft end of Budge-row, the north end of Dowgate, part of Cannon-ftreet, moft of

Swifhin's.



^6 THE VOYAGE OF GONZALES,

Swithin's-lane, mofl: of Bearbinder-lane, part of Bufh-lanc, part of Sufiolk-lane, part of

Green-lattice-lane, and part of Abchurch-huie, with feveral courts and lanes that fall

into them.

Stocks-market confifts of a pretty large fquare, having Cornhill and Lombard -flreet

on the north -eaft, the Poultry on the north-v/eft, and Walbrook on the fouth eaft.

Before the fire it was a market chiefly for filh and flefli, and afterwards for fruit and gar-

den-fluff.

In this market Sir Robert Vyner, bart. and alderman, ere<5>ed a marble equeftrian

(latue of King Charles II. (landing on a pedeftal eighteen feet high, and trampling on

his enemies.*

The publick buildings in this ward are Salters'-hall, the churches of St. Swithin and

St. Stephen Walbrook.

1 3. Dowgate or Downgate ward, fo called from the principal-flreet, which has a fteep

defcent or fall into the Thames, contains part of Thames-ftreet, part of St. Lawrence-

Poultney-hill, part of Duxford-lane, part of Suffolk lane, part of Bufli-lane, part of

Dowo-ate hill, Checquer-yard, Elbow lane, and Cloak-lane ; and the fouthward of

Thames ftreet. Old Swan-lane, Cole-harbour, Alhallows-lane, Campion-lane, Friars-

lane, Cozens-lane, Dowgate dock, and the Steel-yard.

The publick buildings inthisward are Tallow-chandlers'-hall, Skinners'-Hall, Innhold-

ers'-hall, Plumbers'-hall, Joiners' -hall, Watermens'-hall, and the church of Alhallows

the Great.

'14. Vintry ward (which was fo called from the wine-merchants who landed and fold

their wines here) contains part of Thamcs-ftreet, New Oueen-ftreet, Garlick hill. Col-

lege-hill, and St. Thomas-Apoitles.

The publick buildings in this ward are, Vintners'-hall, Cutlers'-hall, the churches of

St. Michael Royal, and St. James Garlick-hiil.

Vintners'-hall is fituated on the fouth-fide of Thames-ftreet, between Queen-ftreet and

Garlickhill, being built on three fides of a quadrangle fronting the ftreet. The rooms

nre large, finely wainfcoted and carved, particukrly the magnificent fkreen at the eaft-end

of the "great hall, which is adorned with two columns, their entablature and pediment;

and on acroters are placed the figure of Bacchus between feveral Fames, with other em-

bellifhments ; and they have a garden backwards towards the Thames.

15. Cordwainers'-ftreet ward, fo called from the cordwainers (fhoemakers) curriers,

and other dealers in leather that inhabited that part of the town anciently, includes Bow-

lane, New Oueen-flreet, Budge-row, Tower-royal-llreet, Little St. Thomas ApolI:les,

Pancras-lane, a fmall part of Watling-ftrcet, a llttle'part of Bafing-lane, and St. Sythe's-

lane.

The publick buildings in this ward are the church of St. Anthony, St. Mary Alder-

mary, and St. Mary-le-Bow.

16. Cheap ward. The principal ffreets and places in this ward are Chcapfide, the

Poultry, part of Honey-lane market, part of the Old-Jewry, part of Bucklerlbury, part

of Pancras-lane, part of Queen-ilreet, all Ironmonger-lane, KIng-flreet, and St. Law-

rence lane, and part of Cateaton-itreet, part of Bow-lane, and all Guildhall.

The publick buildings in this ward are, Guildhall, INIcrcers'-chapel and hall, Gro-

cers'- hall, the Poultry-compter, the churches of St. Mildred Poultry, and St. Lawrence

Jewry.

• T'lis market has fincc been removed to Fleet-ditch, and a granl mnnfion-houfL- for the lord-mayor is

new ercdingoa the ground where Stocks-market was then kept, at theexpcnce of the city.

Guildhall,
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Guildhall, the town-houfe of this great city, (lands at the north end of Kingflreet, and
Is a large handfome itrudure, built with flone, anno 666, the old hall having been def-

troyed by the fire in 1666. By a large portico on the fouth fide we enter the principal

room, properly called the hall, being 153 feet in length, forty- eight in breadth, and
fifty five in height : on the right hand, at the upper end is the ancient court of the huf-

tings, at the other end of the hall oppofite to it are the flieriffs-courts The roof of the

infide is flat, divided into pannels ; the walls on the north and fouth fides adorned with

four demy pillars of the Gothic order, painted white, and veined with blue, the capitals

gilt with gold, and the arms finely depifted in their proper colour, viz. at the eaft the

arms of St. Edward the confeffor, and of the Kings of England the fliield and crofs of St.

George. At the w'cfl end the arms of the Confeffor, thofe of England and France
quarterly, and the arms of England. On the fourteen demy pillars (above the capital)

are the king's arms, the arms of London, and the arms of the twelve companies. At
the eaft end are the King's arms carved between the portraits of the late Queen, at the

foot of an arabathram, under a rich canopy northward, and thofe of King WiHiam and
Queen Mary fouthward, painted at full length. The inter-columns are painted in imi-

tation of porphyry, and embellilhed with the portraitures, painted in full proportion, of
eighteen judges, which were there put up by the city, in gratitude for their fignal fervice

done in determining differences between landlord and tenant (without the expence of
law-fuits) in rebuilding this city, purfuant to an aft of parhament, after the fire, in

1666.

Thofe on the fouth fide are. Sir Hcneage Finch, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, Sir Mat-
thew Hale, Sir Richard Raissford, Sir Edward Turner, Sir Thomas Tyrrel, Sir John
Archer, Sir William Morton.

On the north fide are. Sir Robert Atkins, Sir John Vaughan, Sir Francis North, Sir

Thomas Twifden, Sir Chriftopher Turner, Sir William Wild, Sir Hutrh Windham.
At the w eff end. Sir William Ellis, Sir Edward Thurland, Sir Timothy Littleton.

And in the lord mayor's court (which is adorned with fleak flone and other painting
and gilding, and alio the figures of the four cardinal virtues) are the portraits of Sir
Samuel Brown, Sir John Kelynge, Sir Edward Atkins, and Sir William Windham, all

^as thofe above) painted in full proportion in their fcarlet robes as judges.

The late Queen Anne, in December 1 706, gave the city 26 ftandards, and 6t, colours,
to be put up in this hall, that were taken from the French and Bavarians at the battle

of Ramillies the preceding fummer ; but there was found room only for 46 colours, 1

ftandards, and the trophy of a kettle drum of the eledor of Bavaria's. The colours
over the Queen's pidure are moft efleemed, on account of their being taken from the
firft battalion of French guards.

From the hull wc afcend by nine ftone (leps to the mayor's court, council chamber,
and the reft of the apartments of the houfe, which, notwithflanding it may not be equal
to the grandeur of the city, is very well adapted to the ends it was defigned for, namely,
for holding the city courts, for the election of fheriffs and other officers, and for the
entertainment of princes, minifters of ftate, and foreign ambaffadors, on their grand fef-

fivals.

1 7. Coleman-ftreet ward. The principal flreets in this ward are the Old Jewry, part
of Lothbury, Colemen-ftreet, part of London- wall, and all the lower part of Moorfields
without the walls.

The publick buildings are Bethlem or Bedlam hofpital. Founders-hall, Armourers,
hall, the churches of St. Olave Jewry, St. Margaret LothbuiT, and St. Stephen Cole.
man-ftreet.

VOL. u. I j^ew



5^ THE VOYAGE OF GONZALES,

New Bethlem, or Bedlam, is fituated at the fouth end of Moorfields, jufl: without

the wall the ground being formerly part of the town ditch, and granted by the city to

the governors of the hofpital of Old Bethlem, which had been appropriated for the re-

ception of lunaticks, but was found too flrait to contain the people brought thither, and
the building in a decaying condition.

The prefent edifice called New Bedlam was begun to be erected a7itto 1675, and fi-

niflied the following year. It is built of brick and (tone ; the wings at each end, and the

portico, being each of them adorned with four pilafters, entablature and circular pedi-

ment of the Corinthian order : Under the pediment are the King's arms, enriched with

fefloons ; and between the portico and each of the faid wings is a triangular pediment,

with the arms of the city ; and on a pediment over the gate the figures of two lunaticks,

exquifitely carved. The front of this magnificent hofpital is reported to reprefent the

jEVtrj^r/W in Spain, and in fome refpetts exceeds every palace in or about London, being

528 feet in length, and regularly built : The infide, it is true, is not anfwerable to the

grand appearance it makes without, being but thirty feet broad, and confiding chiefly of

a long gallery in each of the two ftories that runs from one end of the hou<e to the other ;

on the fouth fide whereof are little cells, wherein the patients have their lodgings, and

on the north the windows that give light to the galleries, which are divided in the middle

bv handfome iron gate, to keep the men and women afunder.

In order to procure a perfon to be admitted into the hofpital, a petition mufl; be pre-

ferred to a committee of the governors, who lit at Bedlam feven at a time weekly
;

which muft be figned by the churchwardens, or other reputable perfons of the parifli

the lunatick belongs to, and alfo recommended to the faid committee by one of the go-

vernors ; and this being approved by the prefident and governors, and entered in a book

upon a vacancy (in their turn) an order is granted for their being received into the

houfe, where the faid lunatick is accommodated with a room, proper phyfick and diet,

gratis. The diet is very good and wholelbme, being commonly boiled beef, mutton, or

veal, and broth, with bread, for dinners on Sundays, Tuefdays, and Thurfdays , the

other days bread, cheefe, and butter, or on Saturdays peafe-pottage, rice milk, furmity,

or other pottage , and for fupper they have ufually broth or milk pottage, always with

bread : and there is farther care taken, that fome of the committee go on a Saturday

weekly to the faid hofpital to fee the provifions weighed, and that the fame be good and

rightly expended.

18. Bafinghall, or BaiTiIhaw Ward, confifteth only of Bafinghall-flreet, and a fmall

part of the flreet along London wall.

The public buildings of this ward are Blackwell-hall, Mafons-hall, Weavers-hall,

Coopers-hall, Girdlers-hall, and St. Michael Baflifhaw church.

Blackwell-hall it fituated betw^een Bafinghall-ftreet on the eaft, and Guildhall-yard

on the weft, being formerly called Bakewell-hall, from the family of the Bakewells,

whofe manfion-houfe ftood here anjio 1315, which falling to the crown, was purchafed

by the city of King Richard II. and converted into a warehoufe and market for woollen

manufaftures ; and by anaft of common council anno 1516, it was appointed to be the

only market for woollen manufactures fold in the city, except baize, the profits being

fettled on Chrift's-hofpital, which arife from the lodging and pitching of the cloth in the

rcfpeftive warehoufes, there being one aftigned for the Devonfliire cloths,fand others for

the Glouctftcr,Worcefter, Kentifti, Medley, Spaniih cloths, and blankets. The profits

alfo of the baize brought to Leadenhall are fettled on the fame hofpital. Thefe cloths pay

a penny a week each for pitching, and a halfpenny a week refting ; (lockings and blankets

pay by the pack ; all which bring in a confiderable revenue, being under the direction

of
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of the governors of Chrill's-hofpital. This hall was dcftroyed by the fire, and rebuilt

by Chrilt's-hofpital, anno 1672. The door-cafe on the front towards Guildhall is of

ftone, adorned with two columns, entablature and pediment of the Dorick order. In

the pediment are the King's arms, and the arms of London under them, enriched v/ith

cupids, &c.

19. Cripplegate ward is ufually divided into two parts, viz. Cripplegate within tlie

walls and Cripplegate without.

The principal ftreets and places in Cripplegate ward within the walls, are Milk-ftreet,

great part of Honey lane- market, part of Cateaton-ftreet, Lad- lane, Aldermanbury,
Love-lane, Addle-flreet, London-wall flreet, from Little Wood-ftreet to the poftern,

Philip-lane, moft of Great Wood-ftreet, Little Wood-ftreet, part of Hart-ftrcet, Mug-
well ftreet, part of Fell-ftreet, part of Silver-ftreet, the eaft part of Maiden -lane, and fome
few houfes in Cheapfide to the eaftward of Wood-ftreet.

The principal ftreets and places in Cripplegate-ward without, are Fore ftreet, and the

Poftern-ftreet leading to Moorfields, Back-ftreet in Little Moorfields, Moor-lane, Grub-
ftreet, the fouth part to the pofts and chain, the fouth part of Whitecrofs-ftreet as far as

the pods and chain, part of Redcrofs-ftreet, Beach-lane, the fouth part of Golden-lane

as far as the pofts and chain, the eaft part of Golden-lane, the eaft part of Jewen-flreet,

Bridgewater-fquare, Brackley-ftreet, Bridgewater-ftreet, Silver-ftreet, and Litton-

ftreet.

The publick buildings in this ward are Sion-College, Barber-Surgeons-hall, Plaifter-

ers-hall. Brewers-hall, Curriers-hall, the churches of St. Mary Aldermanbury, St. Al-
phage, .'^t. Alban Wood-ftreet, and St. Giles Cripplegate.*

Sion-College is fituated againft London wall, a little to the eaftward of Cripplegate,

where anciently ftood a nunnery, and afterwards an hofpital founded for a hundred
blind men, anno 12,20., by W. Elfmg, mercer, and called Elfing's Spittal : he after-

wards founded here a priory for canons regular, which being furrendered to King Henry
VIIL anno 1 5 go, it was purchafed by Dr. Thomas White, riftdentiary of St. Paul's, and
vicar of St. Dunftan's in the weft, for the ufe of the London clergy, who were incor-

porated by King Charles I, anno 1 63 1, by the name of the prefident and fellows of Sion
College, for the glory of God, the good of his church, redrefs of inconveniences, and
maintaining of truth in doftrine, and love in converfation with one another, puriuant to

the donor's will : which college is governed by the prefident, two deans and four aflift-

ants, who are yearly elefted out of the London clergy, on the third Tuefday after Eaf-
ter; but none of them refide there, the whole being left to the care of the Ubrarian.

The great gate againft London-wall is adorned with two columns, their entablature

and pitched pediment of the Tufcan order, whereon is this infcription in gold
letters.

Collegium Sionis a Thoma White., S. T. P. Fundatum Anno Chrijli 1 63 1 , in Ufum Cle-

rici Land. Bibliotbeca a Johanne Simpfon, S. T. B. Extrada, a diverjis Benefa^or, Libris

locupletata^ y in pojlerum locupletanda. Vade "bffacfimiliter.

The college confifts of a handfome hall, the prefident's lodgings, chambers for ftu-

dents, and a well difpofed library, one hundred and twenty feet in length, and thirty in

breadth, which is at this day very well repleniftied with books, notwithftanding both li-

brary and college were burnt down, arino 1666 : It was rebuilt and furniftied by contri-

bntions from the London clergy and their fi-iends. The library is kept in exad order,

* And fince that time has been built the church of St. Luke in Old-ftreet, one of the fifty new churches.

\ All which chambers, &c. are now let out to private families^ and there are no ftudentJ.'

I 2 and
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and there are all imaginable conveniences for thofe who defire to confult their

books.

20. Alderfgate ward. The principal flreets and places in this ward are, Fofter-lane,

Maiden-lane, Noble-ftrect, St. Martin's le-Gvand, Dean's- court. Round-court, Angel-

ftreet, BuU-and-mouth-ftreet, St. Anne's lane, Alderfgate ftreet, Gofwell-llreet, Bar-

bican, Long lane and Little-Britain,

St. Martin's le- grand was anciently a magnificent college, founded by Jugelricus and

Edwardus his brother, anno 1056, and confirmed by William the Conqueror, by his

charter dated anno 1068, in the fecond year of his reign ; who alfo gave all the moor-

lands without Cripplegate to this college, exempting the dean and canons from the jurif-

diction of the bilhop, and from all legal fervices, granting them foe and fac, toll and

theam, with all liberties and franchifes that any church in the kingdom enjoyed.

This college was furrendered to King Edward VI, in the fecond year of his reign,

amm 1548, and the fame year the church pulled down, and the ground leafed out to

pcrfons to build upon, being highly valued on account of the privileges annexed to it

;

for it ftill remains a feparatejurifdiclion. The fheriils and magiftrates of London have

no authority in this liberty, but it is efieemed part of Weftminller, and fubject only to the

dean and chapter of that abbey.

The publick buildings in this ward are, Goldfmiths'-hall, Coachmakers'-hall, Lon-

don-houfc, Thanct houfe, Cook's-hall, the church of St. Anne within Alderfgate, St,

Leonard, Foftcr-lane, and St. Botolph Alderfgate.

21. Farringdon ward within the walls, fo called to difllngulfli it from Farringdon

ward without, was anciently but one ward, and governed by one alderman ; receiving

its name of William Farendon, goldfmith, alderman thereof, and one of the flieriffs

of London, who purchafed the aldermanry of John le Feure, 7 Edward L anno 1279.

It afterwards defcended to Nicholas Fax'endon, fon of the faid William, who was four

times mayor (and his heirs) from whence fome infer that the aldermanries of London

were formerly hereditary.

Farringdon ward within contains St. Paul's-church.yard, Ludgate-flreet, Blackfriars,

the eaft fide of Fleet- ditch from Ludgate-ftreet to the Thames, Creed-lane, Ave Mary-

lane, Amen corner, Paternofter-row, Newgate ftreet and market. Grey-friars, part of

Warwick - lane. Ivy lane, part of Cheapfide, part of Fofter-lane, part of Wood-llreet,

part of Friday- ftreet, and part of the Old Change, with feveral courts and alleys falling

into them.

The publick buildings in this ward are, the cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul's fchool,

the king's printing-houfe, the Scotch-hall, Apothecaries' hall, Stationers'-hall, the Col-

lege of Phyficians, Butchers'-hall, Sadlers' hall, Embroiderers'- ha J, the church of St.

Martin Ludgate, Chrifl's church and hofpital, the church of St. Matthew, Friday-ltreet,

St. Aultin's church, the church of St. Vcdaft, and the Chapter- houfe.

Aullin the monk was fent to England by Pope Gregory the Great, to endeavour the

eonverfion of the Saxons, about the year 596, and being favourably teceived by Ethel-

bert, then King of Kent, who foon after became his profelyte, was by the authority of

the Roman fee conltituted archbifliop of Canterbury, the capital of King Ethelbert's

dominions. The archbilhop being thus eftab;ilhed in Kent, fent his milhonaries into

other parts of England, making Melitus, one of his affiltants, bifliop of London : and

King Ethelbert, to encourage that city to embrace Chriflianity, it is faid, founded th^

cathedral of St. Paul, about the year 604.

This cathedral (lands upon an eminence in the middle of the town, difcngaged from

all other buildings, fo that its beauties may be viewed on every lidej whereas we fee

10 on'
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only one front of St. Peter's at Rome, the palace of the Vatican, and other buildings

contiguous to it, rendering the reft invlfible ; and though the riches and furniture of

the feveral chapels in St. Peter's are the admiration of all that view them, yet they fpoil

the profpeft of the fabrick. If we regard only the building, diverted of the rich mate-

rials and furniture which hide the beauties of the ftrudure, St. Paul's, in the opinion of

many travellers, mal;es a better appearance than St. Peter's : nor doer, the white Port-

land Hone, of which St. Paul's is built, at a'l give place to the marble St. Peter's is lined

or incrufted with ; for the numerous lamps and cand'es that are burnt before the altars

at St. Peter's, fo blacken and tarnifh the marble, that it is not eafy to diftinguilh it from
common Hone.

/^s to the outfide of St. Paul's, it is adorned by two ranges of pilafters, one above
the other ; the lower confifts of 1 20 pilafters at leaft, with their entablature of the Co-
rinthian order; and the upper of as many, with entablament of the Compofite order,

befides 20 colums at the weft, and four at the eaft end, and thofe of the porticoes, and
fpaccs between the arches of the windows ; and the architrave of the lower order, &c-

are filled with great variety of curious enrichments, confiding of cherubims, feftoons,

voluta's, fruit, leaves, cartouches, enfigns of fame, as fwords and trumpets in ialtier

croffes, with chaplets of laurel, alfo books difplayed, bifhops caps, the dean's arms, and
(at the eaft end) the cypher of W. R. within a garter, on which are the words Honifoit'

qui mal y penfe ; and this within a fine compartment of palm-branches, and placed under
an imperial crown, &c. all finely carved in ftone.

The intercolumns of the lower range of pilafters are 33 ornamental windows and 6
niches, and of the upper range 37 windows and about 30 niches many whereof are

adorned with columns, entablature and pediments ; and at the eaft end is a fweep, or

circular fpace, adorned with columns and pilafters, and enriched with feftoons, fruit,,

incenfepots, &c. and at the upper part is a window between four pieddroits and a fmgle
cornifti, and thofe between two large cartouches.

The afcent to the north portico is by 12 fteps of black marble ; the dome of the por-
tico is fupported and adorned with fi.x very fpacious columns (48 inches diameter) of
the Corinthian order. Above the door-cafe is a large urn, with feftoons, &c. Over'
this (belonging to the upper range of pilafters) is a fpacious pediment, where are the
King's arms with the regalia, fupported by two angels, with each a palm-branch in their-

hands, under whofe feet appear the figures of the lion and unicorn.

You afcend to the fouth portico (the ground here being low) by 25 fteps : It is in all

other refpeds like the north, and above this a pediment (as the otherj belonging to the
upper order, where is a proper emblem of this incomparable ftrufture, raifed (as it were")
out of the ruins of the old church, viz. a phoenix, with her wings expanded, in flames

;

under which is the word RESURGAM infculped in capital charafters.

The weft portico is adorned and fupported with 1 2 columns below, and eight above,
fluted, of the refpe^tive orders as the two ranges; the twelve lower adorned with ar-
chitrave, marble friefe and a cornifti ; and the eight upper with an entablature and a fpa-
cious triangular pediment, where the hiftory of St Paul's convei-fion is reprefented
with the rays of a glory, and the figures of feveral men and horfes, boklly carved irt

relievo by Mr. Bird. The door-cafe is white marble, and over the entrance is cut ia
relievo the hiftory of St. Paul s preaching to the Berc aus (as in Afts xvii. 2.) It confifts

of a gruppa of nine figures (befides that of St. Paul) with books, &c. lively reprefented
by the fame hand as the convernon.

On the fouth fide of the church, near the weft end, is a forum or portal, the door-
cafe being enriched with cartouches, voluta's and fruit, very excellently carved under a

pediment
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pediment ; and oppofite to this on the north fide, is the like door-cafe. And in brief,

all the apertures are not only judicioufly difpofed for commodioufnefs, illumination of

the fabrick, &c. but are very ornamental.

At the well end is an acroteria of the figures of the twelve apofliles, each about

'

eleven feet high, with that of St. Paul on the angle of the pediment, and thofe of the

four evangelifts, two of each cumbent between as many angles on a circular pediment

;

over the dials of the clock on the fronts of the two towers alfo an entablature, and

circles of enrichment, where twelve ftones compofe the aperture, anfwering to thes'

twelve hours.

Thefaid towers are adorned with circular ranges of columns of the Corinthian order,

with domes upon the upper part, and at the vertex of each a curious pine-apple.

The choir has its roof fupported with fix fpacious pillars, and the church with fix

more ; befides which there are eight that fupport the cupola, and two very fpacious

ones at the wefl end. All which pillars are adorned with pilaflers of the Corinthian

and Compofite oi-ders, and alfo with columns fronting the crofs-ifle or ambulatory be-

tween the confiftory and morning-prayer-chapel, which have each a very beautiful

fcreen of curious wainfcot, and adorned each with twelve columns, their entablatures

arched pediments, and the king's arms, enriched with cherubims, and each pediment

between four vafes, all curioufly carved ; and thefe fcreens are fenced with iron-work,

as is alfo the cornifh at the well end of the church, and fo eaftward beyond the firfl

arch.

The pillars of the church that fupport the roof, are two ranges, with their enta-

blature and beautiful arches, vi'hereby the body of the church and choir are divided

into three parts or ifles ; the roof of each is adorned with arches, and fpacious periphe-

ries of enrichments, as fhields, leaves, chaplets, kc. (the fpaces included being fome-

w'hat concave) admirably carved in ftone ; and there is a large crofs-ifle between the

north and fouth porticos, and two ambulatories, the one a little eaftward, the other

vveftvvard from the faid crofs-ifle, and running parallel therewith. The floor of the

whole is paved with marble, but imder the cupola and within the rail of the altar, with

fine porphyry, polifhed and laid in feveral geometrical figures.

The altar-piece is adorned with four noble fluted pilafters, finely painted and veined

with gold, in imitation of lapis lazuli, with their entablature, where the enrichments,

and alfo the capitals of the pilafters, are double gilt with gold. Thefe intercolumns

are twenty-one pannels of figured crimfon velvet, and above them fix windows, viz.

in each intercolumniation, feven pannels and two windows one above the other; at the

greateft altitude above all which, is a glory finely done. The aperture north and

fouth into the choir, are (afcending up three fteps of black marble) by two iron folding-

doors, being (as that under the organ-gallery, &c.) exquifitely wrought into divers

figures, fpiral branches, and other flouriflies ; and there are two others at the weft end

of the choir, the one opening into the fouth ifle, the other in the north, done by the

celebrated artift in this way, monfieur Tijan.

And what contributes to the beauty of this choir, are the galleries, the bifliop's

throne, lord mayor's feat, with the ftalls ; all which being contiguous, compofe one

vaft body of carved work of the fineft wainfcot, conftituting three fides of a qua-

drangle.

The cupola (within the church) appears ere£led and elevated on eight pillars of a

large magnitude, adorned with pilafters, entablature, circular pediments, and arches

of the Corinthian order, and each pillar enriched with a fpacious fcftoon ; here are

alfo as many alcoves fronted with curious iron-work, and over the arches, at a great

A height
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height from the ground, is on entablature, and on the cornifh an ambulatory, fronted

or fenced in with handfoine iron-work, extending round the infide of the cupola,

above which is a range of thirty-two pilaflers of the Corinthian order, where every

fourth intercolumn is adorned with a nich and foine enrichments ; and, it is faid, that

in every foot of altitude the diameter of this decreafeth one inch.

On the outfide of the dome, about twenty feet above the outer roof of the church,

is a range of thirty-two columns, with niches of the fame altitude, and diretlly counter

to thofe aforefaid within the cupola : to thefe columns there is cntablameut, and
above that a gallery with acroteria, where are placed very fpacious and ornamental

vafes all round the cupola : at twelve feet above the tops of thefe vafes (which fpace

is adorned with pilafters and entablament, and the intercolumns are windows) the

diameter is taken in (as appears outwardly) five feet, and two feet higher it decreafcs

five feet, and a foot above that, it is Itill five feet lefs, where the dome outwardly be-

gins to arch, which arches meet about fifty-two feet higher in perpendicular altitude,

on the vertex of which dome is a neat balcony, and above this a large and beautiful

lantern, adorned with columns of the Corinthian order, with a ball and crofs at the

top.

Chrift's hofpital is fituated between Newgate-ftreet and St. Bartholomew's Hofpital

in Smithfield. Here, as has been obferved already, was anciently a monaftery of grey
friars, founded about the year 1325, which, upon the diffolution of monafleries, was
furrendered to King Henry VIII. anno 1538, who, in the laft year of his reign, tranf-

ferred it to the city of London for the ufe of the poor. King Edward VI. endowed
this hofpital (together with thofe of Bridewell and St. Thomas's Hofpital in South wark)
with large revenues, of which the city were made truftees, and incorporated by the
name of the mayor, commonalty, and citizens of the city of London, governors of the
poffeffions, revenues, and goods of the hofpitals of Chrilt, Bridewell, and St. Thomas
the Apoftle, to whom the king granted 3,266/. 13^. ^d.per 'annum.

It was opened in the year 1552, in the month of November; and a good writing-

fchool was added to this foundation in the year 1 694, by Sir John More, knt. and
alderman.

The children admitted into this hofpital are prefented every year by the lord-mavor
and aldermen, and the other governors in their turns, a lift of whom is printed vearly,

and fet up at the compting-houfe, and a letter is fent to each of the laid governors
feme days before the admiflion, reminding him of the day ofchufing, and how thofe
he prefents ftiould be qualified ; wherein is inclofed a blank certificate from the minifter
and church-wardens, a blank petition to the prefident and governors, and a paper of
the rules and qualifications of the child to be prefented : Upon this, the o-overnor
having made choice of a child to prefent, the friends of the faid child come to the
compting-houfe on the admiflion-day, bringing the faid petition and certificate, rules
and letter along with him, and on the back fide of the faid petition, the governor who
prefents endorfeth words to this eftect

:

Iprefent the child mentioned in the certificate on the otherfide, and believe thefame to be-

a true certificate : Witnefs my hand the Day of 1

7

Which the faid governor figneth, and the ^hild is admitted. The faid rules and
qualifications are as follows : od'v ^oU^

* I. That no child be taken in but fuch as are the children of freemen of London.
* 2. That none be taken in under feven years old.

' 3. That none be taken in but orphans, wanting either father or mother, or both.
* 4. That no foundlings, or that are maintained at the parifh charge, be taken in.

' 5. Tha:
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' 5. That none who are lame, crooked, or deformed, or that have the evil, rup-
' ture, or any infeftious difeafe, be taken in.

' 6. That none be admitted but fuch as are without any probable means of being
* provided for otherways; nor without a due certificate from the minifter, church-
* wardens, and three or four of the princip:;! inhabitants of the parifli whence any
* children come, certifying the poverty and inability of the parent to maintain fuch
' children, and the true age of the faid child, and engaging to difchargethe hofpltal of
' them before or after the age of fifteen years if a boy, or fourteen years if a girl,

* which fhall be left to the governor's pleafure to do ; fo that it fhall be wholly in the
' power of the hofpltal to difpofe of fuch child, or return them to the parent or parlfh,

* as to the hofpltal fhall feem good.
* 7. That no child be admitted that hath a brother or fifter in the hofpltal already.

' 8. To the end that no children be admitted contrary to the rules abovefaid, when
* the general court Ihall dired the taking in of any children, they {hall (before taken
* in) beprefented to a committee, confifllng of the prefident, treafurer, or the almoners,
* renters, fcrutenors, and auditors, and all other governors to be fummoned at the
* firft time, and fo to adjourn from time to time : and that they, or any thirteen or
-• more of them, whereof the prefident or treafurer for the time being to be one, fhall

* flriclly examine touching the age, birth, and quality of fuch children, and of the
' truth of the fald certificates ; and when fuch committee fliall find caufe, they fhall

' forbid or fufpend the taking in of any child, until they receive full fatlsfadion that

' fuch child or children are duly quahfied according to the rules abovefaid.

* And that fuch children as may be prefented to be admitted inpurfuance of the will

* of any benefactor, fhall be examined by the faid committee, who are to take care

* that fuch children be qualified according to the wills of the donors or benefaftors (as

' near as may confift with fuch wills) agreeing to the qualllkatlons above.'

The lord-mayor and court of aldermen prefent each their child yearly, but the reft

of tiie governors only in their turns, which may happen once In three or four years.

No child is continued in after fifteen years of age, except the mathematical fcholars,

who are fometimes in till they are eighteen, and who, at the beginning of the feventh

year of their fervice as mariners, are at his majefty's difpofal ; and of thefe children-

there is an account printed yearly, and prefented to the king the ifl of January ; fetting

forth, I. Each boy's name ; 2. The month and year when they were bound out
; 3.

Their age ; 4. The names of their maflers
; 5. The names of the flnps whereof they

are commanders; 6. What country trade they are in
j 7. The month and year when

they will be at his majefly's difpofal : alfo an account of the forty children annually

enjoying the benefit of this mathematical foundation, c'cc. fetting forth (heir names and

age.

The governors, befides the lord-mayor and aldermen, are many, and commonly
perfons that have been mafters or wardens of their companies, or men of eflates, from

whom there is fome expedlatlon of additional charities. Out of thefe one is made pre-

fident, who is ufually fome ancient alderman that hath palled the chair ; another is ap-

pointed treafurer, to whom the care of the houfe and of the revenues are committed,

who Is therefore ufually refident, and has a good huufe within the limits of the hofpltal.

There are two governors alfo, who are called almoners, whofe bufinefs it is to buy
provi/ions for the houfe and fend them in, who are attended by the lleward.

The children are dieted in the following manner : They have every morning for their

breakfaft bread and beer, at half an hour pad fix in the morning in the fummcr-time,

and at half an hour paft fcvcn in the winter. On Sundays they have boiled beef and

broth
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hToth for their dinners, and for their fuppers legs and flioulders of mutton. On Tuef-
days and Thurfdays they have the fame dinners as on Sundays, that is, boiled berf and
broth ; on the olher days no ilefli meat, but oa Mondays milk-p.orridge, on Wednef-
days furmity, on Fridays old peafe and pottage, on Saturdays water-gruel. 1'hey
have roafl beef about twelve days in the year, by the kindnefs of feveral benefactors,

who have left, fome 3/ ibme 50/ per annum, for that end Their fupper is bread and
cheefe, or butter for thofe that cannot eat cheefe ; only Wednefdays and Fridays they
have pudding -pies for fupper.

The diet of thefe childixn feetns to be exceeding mean and fparing ; and I have
heard fome of their friends fay, that it would not be eafy for theni to fubfilt upon it

without their aflillance. However, it isobferved they are very healthful ; that out of
eleven or twelve hundred, there are fcarce ever found twelve ia the Tick ward ; and that

in one year, when there were upwards of eleven hundred in this hofpital, there were
not more than fifteen of them died. Befides, their living in this thrifty parfimonious
manner, makes them better capable of Ihifting for themfelves when they come out into

the world.

As to the education of thefe orphans, here is a grammar-fchool, a writing- fchool,

a mathematical-fchool, and a drawing-fchool.

As to grammar and writing, they have all of them the benefit of thefe fchools without
di(linfl;ion ; but the others are for fuch lads as are intended" for the fea-fervice.

The firft mathematical fchool was founded by King Charles li. anno dominl 1673.
His majefty gave 7000/. towards building and furnifhing this fchool, and fettled a
revenue of 370/ per annum upon it for ever : and there has been fince another mathe-
matical fchool erected here, which is maintained out of the revenues of the hofpital, as
is likewife the drawing fchool.

This hofpital is built about a large quadrangle, with a cloifter or piazza on the infide

of it, which is faid to be part of the monaftery of the Grey-Friars ; but mod part of the
houfe has been rebuilt fince the fire, and confifts of a large hall, and the feveraj fchools
and dormitories for the children ; befides which there is a fine houfe at Hertford, and
another at AVare, tvventy miles from London, whither the youngell orphans are
ufually fent and taught to read, before they are fixed at London.
The College of Phyficians is fituated on the weit fide of Warwick-lane. It is a

beautiful "and magnificent edifice, built by the fociety mmo 16S2, their for;ner college

in Amen corner having been deftroyed by the fire. It is built of brick and fione,

having a fine frontlfpiece, with a handfome door-cafe, within which is a lofty cupola
erefted on ftrong pillars, on the top whereof is a large pyramid, and on its vertex a
crown and gilded ball. Pafiing under the cupola we come into a quadrangular court,
the oppofite fide whei'eof is adorned with eight pilafters below and eight above, with
their entablature and a triangular pediment; over the door-cafe is the figure of King
Charles II. plac^-d in a nich, and between the door and the lower architrave, the fol-

lowing infcription, viz.

VTRIVSOVE FORTVNiE EXEMPLAR INGENS ADVERSIS REBVS
DEVM PROBAVIT PROSPERIS SEIPSVM COLLEGIJ HVJUSCE 1682.
The apartments within confifl: of a hall, where advice is given to the poor gratis ; a

committee-room, a library, another great hall where the dodors meet once a quarter,
which is beautifully wainfcotted, carved, and adorned with fretwork : here are the
pictures of Dr. Harvey, who firft difcovered ths circulation of the blood, and other
benefaiSors ; and northward from this, over the library, is the ccnfor's room.
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The theatre under the cupola, at the entrance, is furnifhed with fix degrees of cir-

cular wainfcot feats one above the other, and in the pit is a table and three feats, one

for the prefident, a fecond for the operator, and a third for the ledturer ; and here the

anatomy- lectures are performed. In the preparing-room are thirteen tables of the

mufcles in a human body, each mulcle in its proper pofuion.

This fociety is a body-corporate for the praftice of phyfick within.London, and

feveral miles about it. The prefident and cenfors are chofen annually at Michaelmas.

None can pratlife phyfick, though they have taken their degrees, without their licence,-

within the limits aforefaid ; and they have a power to fearch all apothecaries' fhops, and

to deftroy unwholefome medicines.

By the charter of King Charles II. this college was to confifl of a prefident, four

cenfors, ten elefts, and twenty-fix fellows; the cenfors to be chofen out of the fellows,

and the prefident out of the elefts.

By the charter granted by King James II. the number of fellows was enlarged, but

not to exceed eighty ; and none but thofe who had taken the degree of doftors in the

Bridfli or foreign univerfities were qualified to be admitted members of this college.

The fellows meet four times every year, viz. on the Monday after every quarter-

day ; and two ofthem meet twice a week, to give advice to the poor gratis. Here are

alfo prepared medicines for the poor at moderate rates.

The prefident and four cenfors meet the firft Friday in eveiy month. The lord

chancellor, chief juftices, and chief baron, are conftituted vifitors of this corporation,

whofe privileges are eftabliflied by feveral a£ts of parliament,

22. Bread-ftreet ward contains Bread-flreet, Friday-ftreet, DiftafF-lane, Bafing-lane,

part of the Old-change, part of Watling-ftrect, part of Old Fifli-ftreet, and Trinity-

lane, and part of Cheapfide.

The only publick buildings in this ward are' the churches of Alhallows, Bread-ftreet,

and St. Mildred, Bread-ftreet.

23. Oueenhithe ward includes part ofThames-ftreet, Oueenhithe, with the feveral

lanes running fouthward to the Thames, Lambeth-hill, P'ifli-ftreet-hill, Five-foot-lane,

Little Trinity-lane, Bread-ftreet-hill, Huggin-lane, with the fouth fide of Great Tri-

nity-lane, and part of Old Fifli-ftreet.

Queenhithe lies to the weftward of the Three-cranes, and is an harbour for barges,

lighters, and other veifels, that bring meal, malt, and other provifions down the

Thames ; being a fquare inlet, with wharfs on three fides of it, where tlie greateft

market in England for meal, malt, &c. is held every day in the week, but chiefly on
Mondays, Wednefdays, and Fridays. It received the name of Oueenhithe, or Har-

bour, from the duties anciently paid here to the queens of England.

24. Baynard's-caftle ward contains Peter's-hill, Bennet's-hill, part of Thames-ftreet,

Paul's-wharf, Puddle-dock, Addle-hill, Knightrider-ftreet, Carter-lane, Wardrobe-
court, Paul's-chain, part of St. Paul's Church-yard, Dean's-court, part of Creed-lane,

and part of Warwick-lane.
'1 he publick buildings in this ward are Dottors-Commons, the Herald's-office, the

churches of St. Bennet Paul's-wharf, St. Andrew Wardrobe, atid St. Mary Magdalen,

Old Fifh-llreet.

Doftors-Commons, fo called from the doftors of the civil-law commoning together

here as in a college, is fituated on the weft fide of Bennet's-hiil, and confifts chiefly of

one handfome fquare court. And here are held the court of admiralty, court of

arches, and the prerogative-court of the archbifliop of Canterbury. Near the com-
mons are the prerogative-office and faculty-office.

The
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The Herald's-college or office is fituated on the eaft fide of Bennet's-hill, almofl

againft Doftors-Commons : it is a fpacious building, with a fquare court in the middle

of it, on the north fide whereof is the court-room, whei'e the earl-marlhal fits to hear

caufes lying in the court of honour concerning arms, atchievements, titles of

honours, &c.

25. The ward of Faringdon without includes Ludgate-hill, Fleet-ftreet and Fleet-

ditch, Sheer-lane, Bell-yard, Chanceiy-lane, Fetter-lane, Dean-ftreet, New-ftreet,

Plow.yard, Eaft and Weft Harding- ftreet, Flower-de-lis-court, Crane-court, Red-
lion-court, Johnfton's-court, Dunftan's-court, Bolt-court, Hind-court, Wine-office-

court, Shoe-lane, Racket-court, White-friars, the Temples, Dorfet or SaHft)ury-

court, Dorfet-ftreet, Bridewell, the Old Baily, Harp-alley, Holborn-hill, Caftle-ftreet

or Yard, Curfitor's-alley, Bartlet's-buildings, Holborn-bridge, Snow-hill, Pye-corner,

Gilt-fpur-ftreet, Cow-lane, Cock-lane, Hofier-lane, Chick-lane, Smithfield, Long-
lane, Bartholomew-clofe, Cloth-fair, and Duck-lane.

Weft-Smithfield, or rather Smoothfield, according to Stow, is an open place, con-

taining little more than three acres of ground at prefent, of an irregular figure, fur-

rounded with buildings of various kinds. Here is held one of the greateft markets of

oxen and flieep in Europe, as may eafily be imagined when it appears to be the only

market for live cattle in this great city, which is held on Mondays and Fridays.

There is alfo a market for horfes on Fridays; nor is there any where better riding

horfes to be purchafed, if the buyer has Ikill, thosgh it muft be confelTed there is a

great deal of jockying and iharping ufed by the dealers in horfe-flefti. As for coach-

horfes, and thofe fit for troopers, they are ufually purchafed in the counties to the

northward of the town. The famous fair on the feaft of St. Bartholomew alfo is held

in this place, which lafts three days, and by the indulgence of the city magiftrates

fometimes a fortnight ; the firft three days were heretofore affigned for bufinefs, as

thefale of cattle, leather, &c. but now only for diverfion, the players filling the area

of the field with their booths, whither the young citizens refort in crowds.

The publick buildings in this ward are Bridewell, Serjeant's-inn in Fleet-ftreet, the

Temple, the Six-clerks-office, the Rolls, Serjeant's-inn in Chancery-lane, Cliiford's-

inn, the houfe of the Royal Society, Staple's-inn, Bernard's-inn, and Thavie's-inn,

Juftice hall in the Old Baily, and the Fleet-prifon, with the churches of St. Bartho-

lomew, and the hofpital adjoining, the churches of St, Sepulchre, St. Andrew Holborn,

St. Bride's, and St. Dunftan's in the weft.

Bridewell is fituated on the weft fide of Fleet-ditch, a little to the fouthward of Fleet-

ftreet, having two fronts, one to the eaft, and the other to the north, with a hand-i

fome great gate in each of them. It confifts chiefly of two courts, theinnermoft being

the largeft and beft built, four or five ftories high, on the fouth fide whereof is a noble

hall, adorned with the pictures of King Edward VI. and his privy-council. King Charles,

and King James II. Sir WiUiam Turner, Sir William Jeffreys, and other benefactors.

It was one of the palaces of the kings of England till the reign of King Edward VI.

who gave it to the city of London for the ufe of their poor, with lands of the value of

700 marks />fr annum, and bedding and furniture out of the hofpital of the Savoy,

then fuppreffed.

Here are lodgings and feveral privileges for certain tradefmen, fuch as flax-dreflers,

taylors, ffioe-makers, &c. called arts-mafters, who are allowed to take fervants and
apprentices to the number of about one hundred and forty, who are cloathed in blue

vefts at the charge of the houfe, their mafters having the profit of their labour. Thefe

boys having ferved their times, have their freedom and ten pounds each given them
K 2 towards
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towards carrying on their trades ; and feme of them have arrived to the honour of being

governors of the houfe where they ferved.

This hofpital is at prefcnt under the direftion of a prefident, and fome hundreds of

the moft eminent and fubftantial citizens, with their inferior officers ; and a court is

held evei*y Friday, where fuch vagrants and lewd people are ordered to receive correc-

tion in the fight of the court, as are adjudged to deferve it.

Among the publick buildings of this ward, that belonging to the Royal Society,

fituate at the north end of Two-crane-court, in Fleet-llrect, mull not be omitted,

though it be much more confiderable on account of the leanied members who alfemble

here, and the great advances that have been made by them of late years in natural

philofophy, kc. than for the elegancy of the building.

During the grand rebellion, when the elfates of the prime nobility and gentry were
fcquellered, and there was no court for them to refort to, the then powers encouraging-

only the maddeft enthufiafts, or the bafeft of the people, whom they looked upon as

the fitteft initruments to fupport their tyranny; fome ingenious gentlemen, who had
applied themfelves chiefly to their ifudies, and abhorred the ufurpation, propofed the

ereding a fociety for the improvement of natural knowledge, which might be an inner-

cent and inotfenlive exercife to themfelves in thofe troublefoiue times, and of lalf ing

benefit to the nation. Their firft meetings, it is faid, were at the chambers of Mr,
Wilkins (afterwards bifhop of Chefter) in Wadham-college, in Oxford, about the

yea^ 1650, and the members confided of the honourable Robert Boyle, efq. Dr.
Ward (afterwards bifhop of Salifbury) Sir Chriftopher Wren, Sir William Petty, Dr.
Wallis, Dr. Goddard, and Dr. Hook, late proielTor of geometry, the above-named
bifhop Wilkins, and others. In the year 1658 we find them aifembling in Grefliam-

college, in London, when were added to their number the lord Brounker, their firlfc

prefident. Sir Robert Murray, John Evelyng, efq. Sir George Ent, Dr. Croon,
Henry Slinglliy, efq. and many others. And after the reiloration, his majelfy King
Charles II. appeared fo well pleafed with the defign, that he granted them a charter of

incorporation, bearing date the 2 2d of April, 15 Car. II. anno 1663, wherein he itiled

himfelf their founder, patron, and companion ; and the fociety was from thence for-

ward to confifl: of a prefident, a council of twenty, and as many fellows as fliould be

thought worthy of admiffion ; with a treafurer, fecretary, curators, and other

officers.

When a gentleman dcfires to be admitted of the fociety, he procures one of the cor-

poration to recommend him as a perfon duly qualified ; whereupon his name is entered

in a book, and proper inquiries made concerning his merit and abilities ; and if the

gentleman is approved of, he appears in fome following afltMnbly, and fubfcribes a

paper, wherein he promifes, that he will endeavour to promote the welfare of the

fociety ; and the prefident formally admits him by faying, " I do by the authority,

and in the name of the Royal Sdciety of London, for improving of natural knowledge,

admit you a member thereof." Whereupon the new fellow pays forty Ihillings to the

treafurer, and two and fifty fhillings per annum afterwards by quarterly payments, to-

wards the charges of the experiments, thj fahuies of the officers of the houfe, tkc.

Behind the houfe they have a rcpofitory, containing a colledion of the prouudions
of nature and J\rt. They have alfo a well-chofen library, confifling of many thoufand

volumes, molt of them relating to natural philofophy ; and they publifh from time to

limo the experiments made by them, of whicii there are a great number of vulumes,

railed Piiilofophical Tranfaftions.

•7 The
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Thehofpital of St. Bartholomew, on the fouth fide of Smithfield, is contiguous to

the church of Little St. Bartholomew. It was at firft governed by a mailer, eight

brethren, and four fillers, who had the care of the fick and infirm tliat were brought

thither. King Henry VIII. endowed It with a yearly revenue of five hundred marks,

upon condition that the city flinuld add five hundred more yearly for the relief of one
hundred infirm people. And iince that time ,the hofpital is fo incrcafetl and enlarged,

by the benefadions given to it, that it receives infirm people at prefent from nil parts of

England. In the year 1702 a beautiful frontifpiece was eretSted towards Smithfield,

adorned with pilafters, entablature and pediment, of the lonick order, with the figure

of the founder, King Henry VIII. in a nich, (landing in full proportion ; and the

figures of two cripples on the pediment : but the moil confiderable improvements to

the building were made in the vear 1731, part of the old buildings being pulled down,
and a magnificent pile ercfted in the room of them about 1 50 feet in length, faced;

with a pure white Hone ; befides other additions now building.

There are two houl'es belonging to this hofpital, the one in Kent-flreet, called the

Lock, and the other at Kinglland, whither fuch unfortunate people as are alflifted

with the French difeaTe are fent and taken care of, that they may not prove otfenfive to

the reft ; for furely more miferable objects never were beheld, many of them having

their nofes and great part of their faces eaten ofF, and become fo noifome frequently,,

that their flench cannot be borne, their very bones rotting while they remain alive.

This hofpital is governed bv the lord mayor and aldermen, with about three hundred
other fubflantial citizens and gentlemen of quality, who generally become benefactors :

and from theie, and their friends, the hofpital has been able to fubfill fuch numbers of

mfirm people, and to perform the furprifing cures they have done; for the patients-

are duly attended by tlic beft phyficians and furgeons in London, and fo well luppHed

with lodging and diet proper to their refpeCtive cafes, that much fewer mifcarry here,,

in proportion, than in the great hofpital of Invalids, and others the French fo much
boaft of in Paris.

Thofe that have the immediate care of the hofpital are, the prefident, the treafurer,

the auditors of accounts, viewers of their revenues, overfeers of the goods and utenfils

of the hofpital, and the almoners, who buy in provifions and neeeffaries for the

patients.

A committee, confining of the treafurer, almoners, and fome other of the governors,

.

meet twice a week, to ini'pe£t the government of the houfe, to difcharge fuch perfons -

as are cured, and to admit others.

26. Bridge ward without contains in chief, the Borough, or Long.Southwark, St.

Margaret's Hill, Blackman-flreet, Stony-ftrcet, St. Thomas's-flreet, Counter-ftreet,,

the Mint-flreet, Maiden-lane, the Bank-fide, Bandy-leg-walk, Bennet's-rents, George-
ftreet, Suffolk-ftreet, Redcrofs-flreet, Whitecrofs-ftreet, Worcefter-flreet, Caftle-

ftreet, Clink-ftreet, Deadman's-place, New-rents, Gravel lane. Dirty-lane, St..

Olave's-flreet, Horfley-down, Crucifix-lane, Five-foot-lanc, Barnaby-llreet, Long-
lane and ftreet.

The Bank-fide conljfts of certain houfes fo called, from their lying on the fouth

bank of the Thames to the weftward of the Bridge.

Here, I was informed, was anciently the bordello, or ftews, for the whole town,
which cenfifted of eighteen houfes, known by their feveral figns, as the Gun, the

Crane, the Cardinal's-hat, &c. privileged and confirmed by feveral royal patents. And
iu a parliament bolden the 8th of Henry II. we find the following rulss prefcribed

them.

I. That
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1. That no ftevvholder or his wife fhould let or (lay any fingle woman to go and

come freely at all times when flie lifted. 2. No ftewholder to keep any woman to

board, but fhe to board abroad at her pleafure. 3. To take no more for the woman's

chamber weekly than fourteen pence. 4. Not to keep open doors on holy-days.

5. Not to keep any fingle woman in the houfe on holy-days. 6. No fmgle woman to

be kept againft her will who would leave her fm. 7. No ftewholder to receive any

woman of religion, or any man's wife. 8. No fingle woman to take money to lie

with any man, unlefs (lie lie with him all night till the morrow. 9. No man to be

drawn or enticed into a ftew-houfe. 10. The conftables and officers to fearch the

flew-houfes every week. 1 1. No ftew-holder to keep any woman that hath the

perilous infirmity of burning* ; nor to fell ale, bread, or other provifions.

But notwithftanding thefe houfes were privileged and proteded by authority, the

Englifh appear even then to have had fuch an averfion to the becoming bawds and

panders to other people's lufts, that the miftrefles of them were generally Dutch

women, who rented thefe tenements of the lord-mayor. And in the 37th year of

Henry VIII. they were entirely fupprefled.

The publick buildings in this ward are, St. Thomas's church and hofpital, Guy's

hofpital for incurables, the church of St. Saviour, the church of St. Olave, and that of

St. George, the Bridge-houfe, the King's Bench prifon, the Marflialfea, and the

Clink prifon, the Seffions-Houfe, Compter, and New-Prifon.

The hofpital of St. Thomas confifts of four fpacious courts. In the firft of which

are fix wards for women. In the fecond ftaiids the church, and another chapel, for

the ufe of the hofpital : here alfo are the houfes of the treafurer, hofpitaller, fteward,

cook, and butler. In the third court are feven wards for men, with an apothecary's

{hop, ftore-rooms, and laboratory. In the fourth court are two wards for women,
with a furgery, hot and cold baths. Sec. And in the year 17 18, another magnificent

building was erected by the governors, containing lodgings and conveniencies for an

hundred infirm perfons. So that this hofpital is capable of containing five hundred

patients and upwards at one time ; and there are between four and five thoufand

people annually cured and difchai'ged out of it, many of them being allowed money to

bear their charges to their refpedive dwellings.

But one of the greatcft charities that ever was attempted, by a private citizen, was

that of Thomas Guy, efq. originally a bookfelkr of London, and afterwards a member
of parliament for Tamworth, who, having acquired an immenfe iortune, founded an

hofpital for incurables, on a fpot of ground adjoining to St. Thomas's hofpital, and

faw the noble fabrick in a good forwardnefs in his life-time, affigning about two

hundred thoufand pounds towards the building and endowing it ; infomuch, that it is

computed there may be an ample provifion for four hundred unhappy people, who
fhall be given over by phyficians and furgeons as incurable. This gentleman died in

December 1724, having lirft made his will, and appointed truftees to fee his pious

defign duly executed. He gave alfo fcveral thoufand pounds to Chrift's-hoipital, and

a thoufand pounds a-piece to fifty of his poor relations ; but the will being in print, I

refer the reader to it for a more particular account of this noble charity.

The firft church and hofpital, dedicated to St. Thomas a Beckct, was erefted by the

prior of Bermondfey, fo longfince as the year 1013 ; but the hofpital was refounded,

and the revenues increafed, anno 1215, by Peter de Rupibus, bilhop of Winchefter,

in. vvhofe diocefe it was fituated, continuing, however, to be held of the priors ofBer-

• Certainly this was tlie pox ; and if fo, it appears to be a dirtempcr known in England long before the

difcovtry of America, from whence it is pretended to be brought firil into Europe.

4 raondfoy
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mondfcy till the year 1428, when the abbot of Bermondley relinquifhed his interefl

to the mafler of the hofpital for a valuable confuieration. In the year 1538, this

hofpital was furrendered to King Henry VIII. being then valued at 266/. ijs. 6d. per

annum. And in -the following reign, the city of London having purchafed the build-

ings of the crown, continued them an hofpital for fick and wounded people ; and King

Edward VI. granted them fome of the revenues of the diffolved hofpitals and monaflc-

ries towards maintaining it : but these were inconfiderable in comparifon of the large

and numerous benefadions that have fince been bellowed upon it by the lord-mayor, al-

dermen, and other wealthy citizens and men of quality, governors of it, who are feldom

fewer than two or three hundred, every one of them looking upon themfefves to be

under fome obligation of making an addition to the revenues of the hofpital they have

the diredion of. A committee of the governors fit every Thurfday, to confider what

patients are fit to be discharged, and to admit others.

The government of the city of London, it is obferved, refembles that of the kingdom

in general ; the lord-mayor is compared to the king, the aldermen to the nobility or

upper- houfe, and the common-council-men to the commons of England.

This affembly, confilting of the lord-mayor, aidermen and common-council-men, has

obtained the name of Th£ Common-Council, and has a power, by their charters, of

making fuch bye-laws and (latutes as are obhgatory to the citizens. It is called and

adjourned by the lord-mayor at pleafure, and out of it are formed feveral committees,

viz. I. A committee of fix aldermen and twelve commoners for letting the city lands,

which ufually meets every Wednefday at Guildhall for that end. 2. A committee of

four aldermen and eight commoners tor letting the lands and tenements given by Sir

Thomas Grefham, who meets at Mercers'-hall on a fummons from the lord-mayor.

3. Commiflioners of fewers and pavements, elected annually. And, 4. A governor,

deputy-governor and affiltants, for the management of the city lands in the province of

Ullter in Ireland.

The other principal courts in the city are, 1. The court of aldermen. 2. The court

of huftings. 3. The lord-mayor's court. 4. The fheriff's court. 5. The chamber-

lain's-court. 6. The court of the city orphans. 7. The court of confcience. 8. The
courts of wardmote. And 9. The courts of hallmote.

Befides which, there is a court of oyer and terminer and jail-deliver)', held eight times

a year at Juflice-hall in the Old Bailey, for the trial of criminals.

I. In the lord-mayor and court of aldermen is lodged the executive power in a great

meafure, and by thefe molt of the city officers are appointed, viz. the recorder, four

common pk='aders, the comptroller of the chamber, the two fecondaries, the remem-
brancer, the city folicitor, the fword-bearer, the common hunt, the water-bailiff", four

attorneys of the lord-mayor's court, the clerk of the chamber, three ferjeant carvers,

three ferjeants of the chamber, the ferjeant of the chanel, the two marlhals, the hall-

keeper, the yeomen of the chamber, four yeomen of the waterfide, the yeoman of the

chanel, the under water-bailiff, two meal weighers, two fruit-meters, the foreign taker,

.the clerk of the city-works, fix young men, two clerks of the papers, eight attornies of

the flieriff's-court, eight clerks fitters, two prothonotaries, the clerk of the Bridge-houfe,

the clerk of the Court of Requelfs, the beadle of the Court of Requefts, thirty fix

ferjeants at mace, thirty-fix yeomen, the gager, the fealers and fearchers of leather, the

keeper of the Green-yard, two keepers of the two Compters, the keeper of Newgate,
the keeper of Ludgate, the meafurcr, the ftew'ard of Southwark, [but the bailiff of
Southwark is appointed by the common-council,] the bailitT of the hundred of OiTulftcn.

the city artificers, and rent-gatherer, who hath been put in by Mr. Chamberlain.

In
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In this court allleafes and inftruments that pafs under the city-feal are executed ; the

afTize of bread is fettled by them ; all differences relating to watcr-cotirfes, lights and
party-walls arc detonninod, and officers are fufpended or puniflied ; and the aldermen,

or a majority of them, have a negative in whatever is propounded- in the common-
council.

2. The covirt of liuflings is effeemed the mofl; ancient tribunal in the dty, and was
cftabliflied for the prefervation of the laws, franchifes and cuftoms of it. It is held at

(.iuildhall before the lord-mayor and (heriffs, and in civil caufes the recorder fits as judge.

Here deeds are enrolled, recoveries paffed, writs of right, wafte, partition, dower and

replevins determined.

3. The lord -mayor's court, a court of record, held in the chamber of Guildhall every

'J'uefday, where the recorder alfo fits as judge, and the lord-mayor and aldermen may
fit with him if they fee fit. Actions of debt, trefpafs, arifmg within the city and liber-

ties, of any value, may be tried in this court, and an action maybe removed hither from

the {herifi"'s court before the jnry is fworn.

The juries for trying caufes in this and the fherifl«' courts, are returned by the feveral

-wards at their wardmote-inquefts at Chriftmas, when each ward appoints theperfons to

ierve on juries for every month in the year enfuing.

This court is alfo a court of equity, and gives relief where judgment is obtained in the

Sheriff's court for more than the jufl debt.

4. The flieriff s courts are alfo courts of record, where may be tried aiElions of debt,

trefpafs, covenant, &c. They are held on Wednefdays and Fridays for adions entered

in Wood-ilreet-compter, and every Thurfday and Saturday for actions entered in the

Foultry-compter. Here the teftimony of an abfent witnefs in writing is allowed to be

good evidence.

5. The chamberlain's court or office is held at the chamber in Guildhall. He re-

-ceives and pays the city-cafli and orphans' money, and keeps the fecurities taken by the

<ourt of aldermen for the fame, and annually accounts to the auditors appointed for

that purpofe. He attends every morning at Guildhall, to inroU or turn over appren-

tices, or to make them free ; and hears and determines differences between mailers and

their apprentices.

g. The court of city-orphans is held by the lord-mayor and aldermen as often as occa-

lion requires ; the common-ferjeant being entrufled by them to take all inventories and

accounts of freemen's eftates, and the youngefl; attorney in the mayor's court is clerk

of the orphans, and appointed to take fecurity for their portions ; for when any freeman

dies, leaving children under the age of 2 1 years, the clerks of the refpective paridies

give in their names to the common-cryer, who thereupon fummons the widow or execu-

tor to appear before the court of aldermen, to bring in an inventory, and give fecurity

for the teftator's ellate, for which they commonly allow two months time, and in cafe

of non-appearance, or refufal oi fecurity, the lord-mayor may commit the executor to

Newgate*.

7. I'he court of confcience was eflabliHied for recovering fmall delits under 40s. at an

•eafy expence, the creditor's oath of tiie debt being fufficient without further telHmony

to aijf:crtain the debt. This court fits at the Hudings in Guildhall every Wednesday
and Saturday, where the common-council of each ward are judges in their turns. They
proceed firfl by fummons, which cofts but fix-pence, and if the defendant appears,

there is no further charge ; the debt is ordered to be paid at fuch times, and in fuch

• lliij has been altered by A<fl of Parliament.

proportion



To ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. 7^

proportlon'as the court in their confciences think the debtor able to difcharge it ; but

it" the defendant neglefl; to appear, or obey the order of the court, an attachment or
execution follows with as much expedition, and as fmall an expence as can be fup-

pofcd. All perfons within the freedom of the city, whether freemen or not, may
profecute and be profecuted in this court, and freemen may be fummoned who live

out of the liberty.

The courts of wardmote are held by the aldermen of each ward, for chufing ward-
oflicers, and fettling the affairs of the ward, the lord-mayor annually iffuing his precept

to the aldermen to hold his wardmote on St. Thomas's-day, for the election of com-
mon-council men and other officers : they alfo prefent fuch offences and nuifances at

certain times to the lord mayor and common council-men, as require redrefs.

Small offences are punifhed by the juftices in or out of feffions, by whom the offender

is fentenced to be whip'd, imprifoned, or kept to hard labour : but for the trial of

capital offences, a commiffion of oyer and terminer and jail delivery iffues eight times

every year, /. e. before and after every term, direfted to the lord-mayor, recorder,

fome of the twelve judges, and others whom the crown is pleafed to affign. Thefe
commiffioners fit at Juftice-hall in the Old Bailey, and bills of indi£i:ment having been
found by the grand juries of London or Middlefex, containing the prifoner's accufa-

tion, a petty jury, confifting ot twelve fubftantial citizens, is impaneled for the trial of

each of them : for as to the grand jury, they only confider whether there is fuch a

probability of the prifoner's guilt as to put him upon making his defence, and this is

determined by a majority of the grand jury : but the petty jury, who pais upon the

prifoner's life and death, muff all agree in their verdift, or he cannot be convidcd.

But though the petty jury judge of the fad, i. e. what the crime is, or whether it was
committed by the prifoner or not, the commiffioners or judges declare what are the

punifhments appropriated to the feveral fpecies of crimes, and pronounce judgment
accordingly on the offender. In high-treafon they fentence the criminal to be drawn
upon a hurdle to the place of execution, there to be hanged and quartered. In mur-
der, robbery, and other felonies, which are excluded the benefit of the clergy, the

criminal is fentenced to be hanged till he is dead. And for crimes within the benefit of
the clergy, the offender is burnt in the hand or tranfported, at the difcretion of the

court. And for petty-larceny, i. e. where the offender is found guilty of theft under
the value of twelve-pence, he is fentenced to be whip'd. But a report being made to

his majell:y by the recorder, of the circumftances with which the feveral capital offences

were attended, and what may be urged either in aggravation or mitigation of them,
the refpeftive criminals are either pardoned or executed according to his majeffy's

pleafure. But I fliould have remembered, that the fentence againft a woman, either

for high or petty-treafon, is to be burnt alive. I ffiall now give fome account of the

eleftion of the lord-mayor, ffieriffs, &c. who are chofen by a majority of the livery-

men.
The lord-mayor is elected on Michaelmas-day (from among the aldermen, by the

livery-men of the city, who return two aldermen that have ferved flieriffs to the court

of aldermen for their acceptance, who generally declare the firit upon the liverymen's

roll to be lord mayor) fworn at Guildhall on Simon and Jude, and before the barons of

the Exchequer at Weftminfter the day following.

The lord- mayor appears abroad in very gieat ftate at all times, being clothed in

fcarlet robes, or purple richly furred, according to the feafon of the year, with a hood
of black velvet, and a golden chain or collar of SS about his neck, and a rich jewel
pendant thereon, his officers walking before and on both fides, his train held up, and

VOL. n. L the
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the city fworJ and mace borne before him. He keeps open houfe during his mayori-

alty, and the fword-bearer is allowed i,ooo/. for his table. The lord-mayor ufually

goes to St. Paul's, attended by the aldermen in their gowns, and his officers, every
Sunday morning ; but efpecially the firfl Sunday in term-time, where he meets the
twelve judges, and invites them to dinner after divine fervice is ended.

The {herifis are chofen into their office on Midfummer-day annually by the livery-

men alfo ; to which end the lord-mayor, aldermen, and ffieriffs, meet in the council-

chamber at Guildhall, about eight in tha morning, and coming down afterwards into

the Court of Huftings, the recorder declares to the livery-men affembled in the hall,

that this is the day prefcribed for the election of thcfe magiftrates for the year enfuino-

:

then the court of aldermen go up to the lord-mayor's court, till the flieritfs are
chofen ; the old iherifts, the chamberlain, common ferjeant, town clerk, and other
city-officers, remaining in the court of Huftings, to attend the eledfion After the
fheriifs are chofen, the commons proceed to ele£t a chamberlain, bridge-mailers

auditors of the city and bridge-houfe accounts, and the furveyors of beer and ale

according to cuftom. The old fheriffs are judges of thefe elections, and declare by
the common-ferjeant, who are duly chofen. The fheriffs thus elected take the ufual

oaths in this court on Michaelmas eve, and the day after Michaelmas-day are prefented-

to the barons of the Exchequer, where they take the oath of office, the oaths of
allegiance. Sec. The chamberlains and bridge-malters are fworn in the court of
aldermen.

Where a lord-mayor ele£t refufes to ferve, he is liable to be fined ; and if a perfort

chofen flieriff refufes to ferve, he is fined 413/. 6s. Sd. unlefs he makes oath he is not
worth 1 0,000/.*

When the alderman of any \vard dies, another is within a few days eledted in his

room, at a wardmote held for that purpofe, at which the lord-mayor ufually prefides.

Every alderman has his deputy, who fupplies his place in his abfence. Thefe deputies

are always taken from among the comtrion-counci!. The aldermen above the chair,

and the three elded aldennen beneath it, are juflices of peace in the city by the
charter.!

The lord-mayor's jurifdi£lion in fome cafes extends a great way beyond the city,

upon the river Thames eallward as far as the conflux of the two rivers Thames and
Medway, and up the river Lee as far as Temple-mills, being about three miles ;. and
weflward as far as Colney-ditch, above Staine's bridge : he names a deputy, called

the water-bailiff; whofe bufmefs is to prevent any incroachnients, nuifances, and
frauds ufed by fifhermen or others, deffrudtive to the fifhery, or hurtful to the navi-

gation of the faid waters ; and yearly keeps courts for the confervation of the river in
the counties it borders upon within the faid limits.

The fheriffs alfo are fheriffs of the county of Middlefex, as well as of London. And
here I Ihall take an opportunity to obferve, that the number of aldermen are twenty-
fix ; the number of common council-men two hundred and thirty-four ; the number
of companies eighty-four ; and the number of citizens on the livery, who have a voice
in their elections, are computed to be between feven and eight thoufand. The twelve
principal companies are, i. The Mercers. 2. Grocers. 3. Drapers. 4. Fifli-

mongers. 5. Goldfmiths. 6. Skinners. 7. Merchant-Taylors. 8. Haberdafhers.

9. Salters. 10. Ironmongers. 11. Vintners. 12. Clothworkers. The others aj'c,

* It is fmce raifed to 15,000!.

^ Now by a late grant from the crowa every alderman is a juftice ofpeace witlu'n his own ward.

I 13. The
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13. The Dyers. 14. Brewers. 15. Leather-Sellers. 16. Pewterers. 17. Barber-

Surgeons. 18. Cutlers. 19. Bakers. 20. Wax-Chandlers. 21. Tallow-Chand-

lers. 22. Armourers. 23. Girdlers. 24. Butchers. 25. Sadlers. 26. Carpenters.

27. Cordwaincrs. 28. Painter-Stainers. 29. Curriers. 30. Mafons. 31. Plumb-

ers. 32. Innholders. 23' Founders. 34. Poulterers. 35. Cooks. 2>^. Coopers.

37. Tilers and Bricklayers. 38. Bowyers. 39. Fletchers. 40. Blackfmiths. 41.

Joiners. 42. Weavers. 43. Woolmen. 44. Scriveners. 45. Fruiterers. 46.

Plaifterers. 47. Stationers. 48. Embroiderers. 49. Upholders, ^o. Muficians.

51. Turners. 52. *Bafket-maker«; 53. Glafiers. 54. *Horners. s^. Farriers.

c6. *Paviours. ^j. Lorimers. 58. Apothecaries. 59. Shipwrights. 60. •Spec-

tacle-makers. 6 1. * Clock-makers. 62. *Glovers. 63. *Comb-makers. 64. "Felt-

makers. 6^. Frame-work Knitters. 66. *Silk-Throwers. 67. Carmen. 68. *Pin-

niakers. 69. Needle-makers. 70. Gardeners. 71. Soap-makers. 72. Tin-Plate

Workers. 73. Wheel-wrights. 74. Diftillers. 75. Hatband-makers. 76. Patten

-

makers. 77. Glafs-fellers. 78. Tobaccopipe-makers. 79. Coach and Coach-harnefs

makers. §c. Gun makers. 81. Gold and Silver Wire-Drawers. 82. *Long-Bow-
String makers. 83. Card-makers. 84. Fan-makers.

The companies marked with an * before them have no livery-men, and all the free-

men of the reft are not upon the livery, that is, intitled to wear the gowns belonging

to the refpeftive companies, and vote in eledions, but a feleft number of freemen only.

Every company is a diftinft corporation, being incorporated by grants from the crown,

or 3.Q.S of parliament, and having certain rules, liberties, and privileges, for the better

fupport and government of their feveral trades and myfteries : many of them are en-

dowed with lands to a great value, and have their mafters, wardens, affiftants, clerks,

and other officers, to direct and regulate their affairs, and to reftrain and punifli abufes

incident to their feveral trades : and when any difputcs arife concerning the due exe-

cution of thefe charters, the lord-mayor has a fupreme power to determine the cafe and
to punifli the offenders.

The military government of the city of London is lodged in the lieutenancy, con-

fifting of the lord-mayor, aldermen, and other principal citizens, who receive their

authority from his majefty's commiiTion, which he revokes and alters as often as he
fees fit : thefe have under their command fix regiments of foot, viz. i. The White,
2. The Orange. 3. The Yellow. 4. The Blue. 5. The Green. And 6. The
Red Regiment. In every one of which are eight companies, confilHng of one hundred
and fifty men each; in all, feven thoufand two hundred men: befides which there is

a kind of independent company, called the artillery company, confiding of feven or
eight hundred volunteers, whofe fldll in military difcipline is much admired by their

fellow-citizens. Thefe exercife frequently in the Artillery-ground, engage in mock
fights and fieges, and ftorm the dunghills with great addrefs.

The tower-hamlets, it has been obferved already, are commanded by the lieutenant

of the tower, and confift of two regiments of foot, eight hundred each: fo that the

whole militia of London, exclufive of Weftminfter and Southwark, amount to near ten

thoufand men.
Loudon, like other cities of the kingdom, is, or ought to be governed by itsbifhop

in fpirituals ; though his authority is very little regarded at prefent. The juftices of
peace at their feflions may empower any man to preach, and adminifter the facraments,

let his occupation or qualifications be never fo mean ; nor do they ever rcfufe it to a
perfon who is able to raife the fmall fum of pence, being lefs a great deal than is

paid for licenfing a common alehoufe. A clergyman indeed cannot be intitled to a be-

L 2 nefice.



y6 THE VOYAGE OF GONZALES,

nefice, without heitig, In fonie meafure, fubjei!:!: to his diocefan ; but he may thrcv/ ofif

his gown, and aflemble a congregation tlvat fhall be niuch more beneficial to him, and
propagate what doftrines he fees fit (as is evident in the cafe of orator Henley) : but to

proceed.

The diocefe of London is In the province of Canterbury, and comprehends the coun-

ties of Middlefex and Eflex, and part of Hertfordflilre ; the Britifli plantations in Ame-
rica are alfo fubject to this blfliop.* To the cathedral of St. Paul's belongs a dean, three

refidentiaries, a treafurer, chancellor, precentor, and thirty prebendaries. The bilhop of

London takes place next to the archbifliops of Canterbury and York, but his revenues

are not equal to thofe of Durham or Wlnchelter. The deanery of St. Paul's is faid to be

worth a thoufand pounds per annum, and each of the refidentiaries about three hundred
pounds per annum.-

The pariflics within the walls of London are ninety-feven ; but feveral of them having

been united fince the fire, there are at prefent but fixty-tvvo parifh churches, and conie-

quently the fame number of parllh-priefts : the revenues of thefe gentlemen are feldoin-

lefs than loo/. per annum, and none more than 200/. per annum. They appear to be

moll of them about i ^ol. per annum, befides their feveral parfonage-houfes and furplice-

fees ; and mod of them have ledureftilps in town, or livings in the country, or fome
other fplritual preferment of equal value.

The city of Weflmlnfler, the weftern part of the town, comes next under confidera-

tion which received Its name from the abbey or minfler fituated to the wellward of Lon-
don. This city. If we comprehend the diflrift or liberties belonging to It, lies along the

banks of the Thames in the form of a bow or crefcent, extending from Temple-bar in

the eaft to Mill-bank In the fouth- weft ; the Infide of this bow being about a mile and a

half in length, and the outfide two miles and a half at leaft ; the breadth, one place with

another, from the Thames to the fields on the north-weft fide of the town, about a

mile ; and I am apt to think a fquare of two miles In length and one in breadth, would
contain all the buildings within the liberty of Weftminfter. That part of the town which

is properly called the city of Weftminfter, contains no more than St. Margaret's and St,

John's parifties, which form a triangle, one fide whereof extends from Whitehall to Pe-

terborough-houfe on Mill bank, another fide reaches from Peterborough-houfe to Staf-

ford houfe, or Tart-hall, at the weft end of the Park, and the third fide extends from
Stafford-houfc to Whitehall ; the circumference of the whole being about two miles.

This fpot of ground, it is faid, was anciently an ifland, a branch of the Thames running

through the Park from weft to eaft, and fitlllng Into the main river again about White-

hall, which ifland was originally called Thorney Ifland, from the woods and buflies that

covered It ; the abbey or minfter alfo was at firft called Thorncy-abbey or minfter, from

the ifland on which it ftood.

St. James's park is fomething more than a mile In circumference, and the form pretty

near oval ; about the middle of it runs a canal 2800 feet In length, and 100 in breadth,

and near It are feveral other waters, which form an Ifland that has good cover for the

breeding and harbouring wild ducks and other water-fowl ; on the ifiand alfo is a pretty

houfe and garden, fcarce vlfible to the company In the park ; on the north fide are fe-

veral fine walks of elms and limes half a mile In length, of which the Mall is one ; the

palace of St. James's, Marlborough-houfe, and the fine buildings In the ftrcet called

Pall-mall, adorn this fide of the Park ; at the eaft end is a view of the Admiralty, a

magnificent edifice, lately built with brick and ftone ; the Horfc-guards, the Banquetting-

* By patent fiom King George I,

5 houfe



TO ENOLAND AND SCOTLAND.
'J

J

Fioufo, the mon: elegant fabrick in the kingdom, with the trcafury and the fine bulkh'ngs

about the Cockpit ; and between thele and tlic end of the grand canal is a Ipacious pa-

rade, where the horfe and foot guards rendezvous every morning before they mount
their refpe£live guards.

On the Ibuth tide of the Park run fhady walks of trees from cafl: to wefl, parallel

altnofl: to the canal, and walks on the north ; adjoining to which are the funiptuous

houfes in Oueen ftreet, Queen-fquare, &c. inhabited by people of quality : and the

welt end of the Park is adornetl with the Duke of Buckingham's beautiful feat. Butr

what renders St. James's park one of the mod delightful fccnes in nature, is the variety

of living objefts which is met with here ; for bcfides the deer and v.iid-towl, common to

ether parks, befides the water, fme walks, and the elegant buildings that furround it, hi-

ther the politefl: part of the Britifh nation of both fexes frequently refort in the fpring,.

to take the benefit of the evening air, and enjoy the mod agreeable converfation ima-

ginable : and thofe who have a tafle for martial mufick, and the (Inning equipage of the

Ibidiery, will find their eyes and ears agreeably entertained by the horfe and foot guards

every morning.

The Sandluary, or the Abbey-yard, is a large open fquare, between King-ftreet and
the Gatehoufe, north-weft of the Abbey, and was called the Sanftuary, becaufe any per-

fon who cajne within thefe limits was entitled to the privilege of fanftuary, that is, he
was not liable to be apprehended by any officers of juftice.

This privilege, it is faid, was firft granted to the Abbey by Sebert, king of the Eaft.

Saxons, increafed by King Edgar, and confirmed by Edward the Confeflbr, by the fol-

lowing, charter

;

' Edward, by the grace of God, king of Engliflimen ; I make it to be known to all

* generations of the world after me, that, by fpecial commandment of our holy father

' Pope Leo, I have renewed and honoured the holy church of the blefl'ed apoftle St.

* Peter of Weftminfter ; and I order and eftablifli for ever, that what perfon, of what
' condition or eftate foever he be, from whencefoever he come, or for what offence or
' caufe it be, either for his refuge in the faid holy place, he is affured of his life, liberty

' and limbs : and over this, I forbid, under pain of everlafting damnation, that no mi-
' nifter of mine, or any of my fucceflbrs, intermeddle with any ot the goods, lands, and
' poflefiions of the faid perfons taking the faid fandluary : for I have taken their goods
* and livelode into my fpecial proteftion. And therefore I grant to every, each of them,
* in as much as my terreftrial power may fuflice, all manner of freedom of joyous liberty.

' And whofoever prefumes, or doth contrary to this my grant, T will he lofe his name,
' worftiip, dignity, and power ; and that with the great traitor Judas that betraid our Sa-
* viour, he be in the everlafting fire of hell. And I will and ordain, that this my grant
* endure as long as there remaineth in England, either love or dread of chriftian

* name.'

This privilege of fanftuary, as far as it related to traitors, murderers, and felons, was
in a great meafure aboliftied, by a ftatute of the 32d Henry VllI : and in the beginning of

the reign of queen Elizabeth, every debtor, who fled to fanftuary, to ftielter himfelf

from his creditors, was obliged to take an oath of the following tenour, viz. That he

did not claim the privilege of fanfluary to defraud any one of his goods, debts,,

or money ; but only for the fecurity of his perfon, until he Ihould be able to pay his-

creditors.

That he would give in a true particular of his debts and credits.

1 hat he would endeavour to pay his debts as foon as poifible.

That he would be prefent at the abbey at morning ;uid evening prayer.

ThaK
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That he would demean himfelf honeniy and quietly, avoid fufpefled houfes, unlawful

•games, banquetting, and riotous company.

That he would wear no weapon, or be out of his lodging before fun-rife, or after

fun-fet, nor depart out of the precin£t of the famEluary, without the leave of the dean,

or archdeacon in his abfence.

That he would be obedient to the dean and the officers of the houfe.

And laftly, That if he fliould break his oath in any particular, he fhould not claim the

privilege of fanftuary.

And if any creditor could make it appear, that he had any money, goods, or chat-

tels, that were not contained in the particular given in to the dean and the church, the

fanftuary-man was to be imprifoned till he came to an agreement with his cre-

ditoi-s.

The Abbey-church of St. Peter at Weftminfter appears to be very ancient^ though

far from being fo ancient as is vulgarly reported.

Some relate, without any authority to fupport the conjefture, that it was founded in

the days of the Apoilles by St. Peter himfelf: others that it was erefted by King Lucius

about the year 1 70. And by fome it is faid to have been built by King Sebert, the firft

chriftian King of the Eaft-Saxons (Effex and Middlefex) amio 61 1.—But I take it for

granted the church was not built before the convent or abbey it belonged to : People

tlid not ufe to build churches at a diftance from towns, unlefs for the fervice of convents

or religious houfes ; but neither in the times of the apoftles, or in the fuppofed reign

of King Lucius, in the fecond century, was there any fuch thing as a convent in England,

or perhaps in any part of Chriftendom. During the dominion of the Saxons in this

ifland, monafteries indeed were erefted here, and in many other kingdoms in great

abundance ; and as the monks generally chofe thick woods or other folitary places for

their refidcnce, where they could meet with a fpot of ground fitter for their purpofe

than this woody ifland called Thorney, then deftitute of inhabitants ? But I am inclined

to think, that neither this or any other monaftery was ereded in South Britain till the

feventh century, after Auftin the monk came into England. As to the tradition of its

having been built upon the ruins of the temple of Apollo, deftroyed by an earthquake, I

do not doubt but the monks were very ready to propagate a fable of this kind, who
formed fo many others, to fhew the triumphs of chriftianity over paganifm, and to induce

their profelytes to believe, that heaven miraculoufly interpofed in their favour, by earth-

quakes, ftorms, and other prodigies. But to proceed: when the convent was erected,

1 make no doubt, that there was a church or chapel built as ufual, for the fervice of the

monks ; but it is evident from hiflory, that the dimenfions of the firfl or fecond church

that flood here, were not comparable to thofe of the prefent church.

We may rely upon it, that about the year 850, there was a church and convent in

the ifland of Thorney ; bccaufe about that time London being in the poffeflion of the

Danes, the convent was deftroyed by them, (not in the year 659, as fome writers have

affirmed, becaufe the Danes di^not invade England till near 200 years afterwards.) The
abbey lay in ruins about an hundred years ; when king Edgar, at the inftance of Dun-
flan, abbot of Glaflenbury, (and afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury) rebuilt this and
feveral other monafteries, about the year 960. Edward the Confeflbr, a devout Prince,

enlarged this church and monaftery, in which he placed the Benediftine monks, ordered

the regalia to be kept by the fathers of the convent, and fuccceding kings to be crowned
here, as William the Conqueror, and feveral other Englifh monarchs alterwards were,

moft of them enriching this abbey with large revenues; but King Henry 111. ordered

.the church built by Edward the Confcflbr to be pulled down, and ereded the prefent

mae;nificcnt
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magnificent fabrlck in the room of it, of which he laid the firfl (iotid about the year

1245-
That admired piece of archite£ture at the eafl end, dedicated to the virgin Mar)',

was built by Henry VII. a>mo 1502, and from the founder is ufually called Henry
the Vllth's chapel. Here mofl of the Englifli manaixhs fmce that time have been in-

terred.

The dimenfionsof the abbey church, according to the new furvey, are as follow, viz»

The length of the church, from the well end of it to the eafl end of St. Edward's cha-

pel, is 354 feet, the breadth of the weft end 66 feet, the breadth of the crofs ifle, from
north to fouth, 189 feet, the height of the middle roof 92 feet, the diftance from the

weft end of the church to the choir, 162 feet, and from the weft end to the crofs ifle

9 20 feet, the diftance from the eaft end of St. Edward's chapel to the weft end of Henry
Vllth's chapel, 36 feet, and the length of Henry Vllth's chapel 99 feet : fo that the

length of the whole building is 489 feet, the breadth of Henry Vilth's chapel 66 feet,

and the height 54 feet. The nave and crofs ifles of the abbey-church are fupported by
fifty flender pillars of Suflex marble, befides forty-five demi-piilars or pilafters. There
are an upper and lower range of windows, being ninety-four in number, thofe at the

four ends of the crofs very fpacious. All which, with the arches, roofs, dom-s, &c. are

of the ancient Gothick order. Above the chapiters the pillars fpread into feveral femi-

cylindrical branches, forming and adorning the arches of the pillars, and thofe of the

roofs of the ifles, which are three in number, running from eaft to weft, and a crofs ifle

running from north to fouth. The choir is paved with black and white marble, in which
are 28 ftalls on the north fide, as many on the fouth, and eight at the weft end; from
the choir we afcend by feveral fteps to a moft magnificent marble altar-piece, which
would be efteemed a beauty in an Italian church.

Beyond the altar is King Edward the ConfeflTor's chapel, furrounded with eleven or
twelve other chapels replenifhed with monuments of the Britifli nobility, for a particular

whereof I refer the reader to the antiquities of St. Peter's, or the abbey-church of Weft-
minfter, by J. Crull, M. D. Lond. 1711. 8vo. and the feveral fupplements printed fince,

and fliall only take notice of thofe of the kings and queens in the chapel of St. Edward
the Confeffor, which are as follow, viz. Edward I, king of England, Henry III, Matilda
wife of Henry I, queen Eleanor wife of Edward I. St. Edward the Confeflbr, and
queen Editha his wife, Henry V, and queen Catharine of Valois his wife, Edward III,

and queen Philippa his wife, Richard II, and queen Anne his wife : and on the fouth fide

of the choir king Sebert, and queen Anne of Cleve, wife to Henry VIII. Eaft of St.

Edward's chapel is that of Henry VII, dedicated to the bleflfed virgin Mary, to which we
afcend by twelve ftone fteps. At the weft end whereof are three brazen doors finely

wrought, which give an entrance into it. The ftalls on the north and fouth fides are
exquifitely carved. The roof is fupported by twelve pillars and arch:s of the Gothick
order, abounding with enrichments of carved figures, fruit, &c. At the eaft end is a
fpacious window with ftained glafs ; befides which, there are thirteen other windows
above, and as many below on the north and fouth fides. Under each of the thirteen

uppermoft windows are five figures placed in niches, reprefenting kings, queens, bifliops,

&c. and under them the figures of as many angels fupporting imperial crowns. The
roof, which is all ftone, is divided into fixteen circles curioufly wrought, and is the ad-
miration of al! that fee it.

The outfide of this chapel v/as adorned with fourteen towers, three figures being
placed in niches on each of them, which were formerly much a3mired ; but the ftone
decaying and mouldering away, tlaey make but an odd appearance at prefent.

la
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In this chapel have been interred mofl of the Fngliih kings fince Richard the 3d,

whofe tombs are no fmall ornament to it, particularly that of Henry VII. the founder,

which {lands in the middle of the area towards the eafl: end.
'

•

The tomb is compofed of a curious pedetlal, whofe fides are adorned with various

figures, as the north with thofe of iix men, the eail with thofe of two cupids fupporting

the king's arms and an imperial crown ; on thefouth fide alfo fix figures circunifcribed

(as thofe on the north fide) with circles of curious workmanfliip, the mofl eaflerly of

which contains the figure of an angel treading on a dragon : here is alfo a woman and-

a child, feeming to allude to Rev. xii. and on the weft end the figure of a rofe and an

imperial crown, fupported with thofe of a dragon and a greyhound : on the tomb are

the figures of the king and queen, lying at full length, with four angels, one at each

angle of the tomb, all very finely done in brafs.

The fcreen or fence is alfo of folid brafs, very flrong and fpacious, being in length

19 feet, in breadth ii, and the altitude 11, adorned with 42 pillars and their arches

;

alfo 2ofmaller hollow columns and their arches in the front of the former, and joined

at the cornifli, on which cornifh is a kind of acroteria, enriched with rofes and port-

cullifes interchanged in the upper part, and with the fmall figures of dragons and grey-

jiounds (the fupporters aforefaid) in the lower part: and at each of the four angles is a

flrong pillar made open or hollow, compofed in imitation of diaper and Gothick arch-

work ; the four fides have been adorned with 32 figures of men about a cubit high,

placed in niches, of which there are only feven left, the reft being ftolen away (one

Raymond, about the 1 ith of Queen Elizabeth, having been twice indided for the fame ;)

and about the middle of the upper part of each of the four fides is a fpacious branch

adorned with the figure of a rofe, where might on occafion be placed lamps. This

admirable piece of^art is open at top, and has two portals, one on the north, the

other on the foath fide, all of fine brafs.

This royal founder's epitaph.

Septimus Henricus tumulo requiefcit in ijlo.

Old regtinifplciidor, lumen & orbis crat.

Rex, Virgil, Sif fapicns, comes virtutis amatlir,

Egregiusforma, Jlrenuiis atquepoteris.

Qui peperit pacem regno, qui bella peregit

Plurima, qui vidorfemper ah hofte redit ;

Out natas binis eonjunxit regibus ambas,

Regibus ^ cundis, ficdcre jundus crat,

Qui/aerum hoe jlruxit tcmplum, Jlatuitq ; fepulchrum

Profe, proquefua conjuge, proque domo.

L"Jlra decern atq; annos, trcs plus compleverit annos.

Nam tribus oclenis rcgiafceptra tulit ,-

Quindecies Domini eentenusjiuxerat annus, , ,

Currebat nanus, cum vcnit arat dies

;

<

Scptima tcr menfis lux tuncfulgebat Aprilis,

Cum claufitfummum tanta corona diem.

Nidla dedere prius tantumfibifcecula rcgem

Anglia, vixfimikm pojtcriora dabunt.

Septimus hie fitus eji Henricus gloria regum

Cunitorum, ipfius qui tcmpejlatefucrunt ;

Ingenio atq; opibus gejlarum tst nomine reriim,

Accejfere
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jlcceffere qitibus naturcc dona bcn'igna :

Frontis bonosfacia augujia heroicoforma ;

JunHaqiie dfuavis canjux per pulchra pudica,

Etfacundafuit ; fcliccs prole parentc^^

Henricwn quibiis o^avurn terra AugUa debet.

Under the figure of the king.

Hie jacct Ilenriciis ejus 7ionmiis feptiinus, Jnglia quondam rex, Edmundi Rieh?iiondidt

comitis flius, qui die 22 Aug. Rex creatus, Jiatim pojl apudWeJlmonaJlerium die ^o Oclob.

forofiatur i^Ss. Moritur deinde 21 die Aprilis anno ^tat. ^2-> fi^gnavit annos 2^, mcnfes

8, minus uno die.

Under the queen's figure.

Hie jacct regina Elizabethan Edvardi quarti quondam regis fiHa, Ed-vardi quinti regis

quondam nominatorforor : Henrici fptimi olini regis conjux, atq; Henrici odavi regis mater

inclyta ; obiit autcm fuumdicm in iurri Londoniarum diefecund. Feb. anno Domini 1502,

37 anuorum atate fun6ia.

The niodern tombs in the abbey, bed worth the viewing, are thofe of the duke of
Newcaftle, on the left hand as we enter the north door, of Sir Ifaac Newton, at the

weft end of the choir, of Sir Godfrey Kneller, and Mr. fecretary Craggs at the weft

end of the abbey, of Mr. Prior among the poets at the door which faces the Old Palace-

yard, of the duke of Buckingham in Henry the Vllth's chapel, and that of Dr, Cham-
berlain on the north fide of tjie choir : moft of thefe are admirable pieces of fculptura,

and fhew that the ftatuary's art is not entirely loft in this country ; though it mulh be
confefled the Englifli fa 1 fhort of the Italians in this fcience.

Weftminfter-hall is one of the largeft rooms in Europe, being two hundred and
twenty-eight feet ih length, fixty-fix feet broad, and ninety feet high. The walls are

of ftone, the windows of the Gothick form, the floor ftone, and the roof of timber
covered with lead ; and having not one pillar in it, is fupported by buttreffes. It is

ufually obferved, that there are no cobwebs ever feen in this hall, and the reafon given
for this is, that the timber of which the roof is compofed is Irilh oak, in which fpiders

will not harbour; but I am inclined to believe this is a fadl not to be depended on, for

I find the timber for rebuilding and repairing the palace of Weftminfter in the reign of
Richard III. was brought from the forefts in Effex ; and as there is no colour from
hiftory to furmife that the timber of this hall was Irifli oak, fo is there no imaginable
reafon why timber fliould be fetched from another kingdom for the repair of the hall,

when the counties of Middlefex and Effex were great part of them foreft, and afforded

timber enough to have built twenty fuch places ; , and we find, that the timber of the
Effex forefts was in taft applied to the repairs of this palace ; for it cannot be pretended
that the prefent roof is the fame that was erefted by William Rufus when it was firft

built, it appearing that Richard II. about the year 1397, caufed the old roof to be
taken down, and a new one made (as has been obferved already) and this is probably
the fame we now fee. Here are hung up as trophies, 13S colours, and 34 ftandards,

taken from the French and Bavarians at Hockftet, anno 1704.
The Houfe of Lords, or chamber where the peers affcmble in parliament, is fituated

between the Old Palace-yard and the Thames. It is a fpacious room, of an oblong
form, at the fouth end whereof is the king's throne, to which he afcends by feveral

Iteps : on the right hand of the throne is a feat for the prince of Wales, and on the left

another for the princes of the blood, and behind the throne the feats of the peers under
age.

VOL. II. M On
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On the eaft fide of the houfe, to the right of the throne, fit the archbifhops and

bidiops ; on the oppofite fide of the houfe fit the dukes, marqiiiffcs, earls, and

vifcounts ; and on forms eroding the area, the barons under the degree of vifcounts.

Before the throne are three wool-facks, or broad feats fliufted with wool, to put the

legiflaturc in mind, it is faid, that the right management of this trade is of the laft im-

portance to the kingdom On the firlt of thefe wool-facks, next to the throne, fitathe

lord chancellor, or keeper, who is fpeaker of the houfe of peers ; and on the other

two, the lord chief jufiices, and the reft of the judges, with the mafter of the rolls, and

the other mafters in chancery : about the middle of the houfe, on the eaft fide, is a

chimney, where a fire is ufually kept in the winter ; and towards the north, or lower

end of the houfe, is a bar that runs crofs it, to which the commons advance when they

bring up bills or impeachments, or when the king fends for them, and without this bar

the counfel and witneffcs ftand at trials before the peers. The houfe is at prefent hung
with tapefiiry, containing the hiftory of the defeat of the Spanifli Armada, in the reign

of queen Elizabetii, anno 1588.

The houfe or chamber where the commons afiemble, is to the, northward of the

Houfe of Lords, and Hands eaft and weft, as the other does north and fouth. The
room is pretty near fquare, and towards the upper end is thefpeaker's armed chair, to

which he afcends by a ftep or two; before it is a table, where the clerks fit, on which

the mace lies when the fpeaker is in the chair, and at other times the mace is laid under

the table. On the north and fouth fides, and at the weft end, are feats gradually af-

cending as in a theatre, and between the feats at the weft end is the entrance by a pair

of folding doors. There are galleries alfo on the north, fouth, and weft, where

flrangers are frequently admitted to hear the debates.

This room was anciently a chapel, founded by King Stephen about the year 1141,

and dedicated to the bleffed Virgin ; however, it obtained the name of St. Stephen's

chapel. It was rebuilt by King Edward III. anno 1347, who placed in it a dean, 12

fecular canons, 1 3 vicars,^4 clerks, 5 chorifters, a verger, and a keeper of the cha-

pel, and built them a convent, which extended along the Thames, endowing it with

large revenues, which at the diflblution of monafteries in the reign of Edward VI.

amounted to near eleven thoufand pounds per annum. Almoft ever fince the diflb-

lution, this chapel has been converted to the ufe we find it at prefent, viz. for the

fcfiion of the lower houfe of parliament, who, before that time, ufually aflembled in

the chapter-houfe belonging to the abbey, when the parliament met at Wcftminfter.

The painted chamber lies between the houfe of lords and the houfe of commons, and

here the committees of both houfes ufually meet at a conference ; but neither this or

the other remaining apartments of this palace of Weftminfter, have any thing in them

that merit a particular defcription.

The open place ufually called Charing-crofs, from a fine crofs wiiich ftv od there

before the grand rebellion, is of a triangular form, having the Pall-mall and the Hay-

market on the north-weft, the Strand on the eaft, and the ftreet before Whitehall on

the fouth. In the middle of this fpace is erected a brazen equeftrian ftatue of King

Charles I. looking towards the place where that prince was murdered by the rebels,

who had erefted a fcaffold for that purpofe before the gates of his own palace. This

ftatue is erefted on a ftone pedeftal 17 feet high, enriched with his majcfty's arms,

trophy-work, palm-branches, &c. inclofed with an iron palifade, and was eredted by

King Charles II. after his reftoration. The brick buildings fouth-caft of Charing-crofs

are moftly beautiful and uniform, and the king's ftables in the Meufe, which lie north

of it, and are now magnificently rebuilding of hewn ftone, will probably make Charing.

crois
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crofsas fine a place as any we have in town ;* efpecially as it (lands upon an eminence

overlooking Whitehall.

The Banquetino; honfe flands on the cafl fide of the fircct adjoining to the great gate

of Whitehall on the fouth. This edifice is built of hewn (lone, and confilts of one

(lately room, of an oblong form, upwards of forty feet in height, the length and
breadth proportionable, having galleries round it on the infide, the ceiling beautifully

painted by that celebrated hifiory-painter Sir Peter Paul Reubens : it is adorned on the

outfide with a lower and upper range of columns of the lonick and Compofite orders,

their capitals enriched with fruit, foliage, &c. the inter-columns of the upper and lower

range, being handfome faflied windows. It is furrounded on the top with (lone rails or

ballifters, and covered with lead.

St. James's Palace, where the royal family now refides in the winter feafon, (lands

pleafantly upon the north fide of the Park, and has feveral noble rooms in it, but is an

irregular building, by no n'.eans fuitable to the grandeur of the Britilh monarch its

mafier. In the front next St. James's fireet, there appears Httle more than an old

^te houfe, by which we enter a litt'e fquare court, with a piazza on the wed fide of

it leading to the grand (tair cafe ; and there are two other courts beyond, which have

not much the air of a prince's palace. This palace was an hofpital, fupprefied by
Henry VIII. who built this edifice in the room of it.

But the houfe mott admired for its fituation, is that of the dvike of Buckingham at

the weft end of the Park ; in the ft-ont of which, towards the Mall and the grand canal,

is a fpacious court, the offices on each fide having a communication with the houfe by
two little bending piazzas and galleries that fonn the wings. This front is adorned

with two ranges of piJafters of the Corinthian and Tufcan orders, and over them is an

acroteria of figures, reprefenting Mercury, Secrecy, Equity, and Liberty, and under
them this infcription in large golden characters, viz. SIC SITI L/ETANTVR LARES,
Thus fituated, may the houfiiold gods rejoice.

Behind the houfe is a fine garden and terras, from whence there is a profped of the

adjacent country, which gave occafion to another infcription on the houfe on that fide,

viz. RVS IN VRBE, intimating, that it has the advantages both of city and country;

above which are figures reprefenting the four feafons. The hall is paved with marble,

and adorned with pilafters, the intercolumns exquifite paintings in great variety ; and
on a pedeftal, near the foot of the grand (tair cafe, is a marble figure of Cain kil ing

his brother Abel ; the whole ftrufture exceeding magnificent, rich, and beautiful, but

efpecially in the finilhing and furniture.

Grofvenor or Gravenor- fquare is bounded on the north by Oxford road, on the ead
by Hanover fquare, by May-fair on the fouth, and by Hyde-park on the weft ; the area

whereof contains about five acres of ground, in which is a large garden laid out into

walks, and adorned with an equeftrian ftatue of King George I. gilded with gold, and
ftanding on a pedefial, in the center of the garden, the whole furrounded with palli-

fades placed upon a dwarf wall. The buildings generally are the moft magnificent we
meet with in this great town ; though the fronts of the houfes are not all alike, for

fome o( them are intirely of ftone, others of brick and (tone, and others of rubbed
brick, with only their quoins, facios, windows and door cafes of (tone 5 fome of them
are adorned with ftone columns of the feveral orders, while others have only plain

fronts ; but they are fo far uniform as to be all fafhed, and of pretty neai" an equal

height. -To the kitchens and olfices, which have Httle paved yards with vaults before

* Thefc are now fini(hed, and anfwer the conjVdlure of this author.

M 2 them
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them, they dcfcend by twelve or fifteen fteps, and thefe yards are defended by an high

paliTade of iron. Every houfe has a garden behind it, and many of them coach-houfes

and (tables adjoining ; and others have ftables near the fquare, in a place that has ob-

tained the name of Grofvenor-Meufe. The finifniiig of the houfes within is equal to the

figure they make without ; the flair-cafes of fome of them I faw were inlaid, and perfeft

cabinet-work, and the paintings on the roof and fides by the befl hands. The apart-

ments ufually confift of a long range of fine rooms, equally commodious and beautiful

;

none of the lioufes are without two or three ftair-cafes for the convenience of the family.

The grand ftair-cafe is generally in the hall or falcon at the entrance. In ihort this

fquare may well be looked upon as the beauty of the town, and thofe who have not feen

it cannot have an adequate idea of the place.

The city of Weftminfter at this day confills of the pariflies of St. Margaret and St.

John the EvangeHll, and the liberties of Weflminfler, viz. St. Martin's in the Tields,

St. Mary le Savoy, St. Mary le Strand, St. Clement's Danes, St. Paul's Covent-garden,

St. James's Weftminfter, St. George's Hanover-fquare, and St. Anne's Weftminfter ;

all under the government of the dean and chapter of Weftminlfer, and their fubordinate

ofHcers ; or rather, of a high (Icward, and fuch other officers as are appointed by them ;

for fince the reformation, the dean and chapter feem to have delegated their civil power

to fuch officers as they elefl: for life, who are not accountable to, or liable to be difplaced. -

by them, nor are they liable to forfeit their offices, but for fuch offences as a private

man may lofe his eftate, namely, for high-treafon, felony, &c. as happened in the cafe of

their high-fteward, the duke of Ormond, upon whofe attainder, the dean and chapter

proceeded to a new election.

The next officer to the high-fleward is the deputy-fleward, appointed by the high-

fieward, and confirmed by the dean and chapter, who is ufually a gentleman learned in

the law, being judge of their court for trial of civil adions between party and party,

which is held ufually on Wednefday every week. They have alfo a court-leet, held an-

.nually on St. Thomas's-day, for the choice of officers, and removal of nuifances. The
deputy-fleward fuppliesthe place of llieriff" of Weftminfter, except in the return of mem-
bers of parliament, which is done by the high-bailiff", an officer nominated by the dean

and chapter, and confirmed by the high-fleward. The high-bailitf alfo is entitled to all

fines, forfeitures, waifs and ftrays in Weftminfter, which makes it a very profitable poft.

The high-conftable, chofen by the burgefles at their court-leet, and approved by the

fteward or his deputy, is an officer of fome confideration in this city alio, to whom all the

rcll of the conftables are fubject.

The burgeffes are fixteen in number, fevcn for the city, and nine for the liberties of

. Weftminfter, appointed by the high-fteward or his deputy, every one of whoni has his

aififlant, and has particular wards or diftrifts : out of thefe burgeffes are chofen two
chief burgt lies, one for the city, the other for the liberties. The dean, high fteward, or

his deputy, tiie bailiffs and burgeffes, or a quorum of them, are empowered to make by-

laws, and take cognizance of Imall offences, within the city and liberties of Weftmin-
fter. But 1 look upon it, that the juftices of peace for Weftminfter, have in a great

xneafure fuperfeded the authority of the burgeffes (except as to weights, meafures, and
nuifances) by virtue of whofe warrants, all petty offenders almoft are apprehended and
lent to Tothill-fields Bridewell ; and for higher offences, the fame juftices commit cri-

minals to Newgate, or tht Gat«houfe, who receive their trials before commiifioners

of oyer and terminer at the Old -Bailey, as notorious criminals in the city of

Lcndon do ; an J lb far the two united cities may be faid to be under the fame govern-

nunt. 7
The
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The precinft of St. Martin's le Grand in London, is deemed a part of the city of
"Wcftminfter, and the inhabitants vote in the eleftions of members of parliament for

Well minder.

The ecclefiaftical government of the city of Weftminfteris in the dean and chapter,

whoi'e commiffary has the jurifdiftion in all ecclefiaftical caufes, and the probate of wills j.

from whom there lies no appeal to the archbifliop of Canterbury, or other fpiritua! judge,

but to the king in Chancery alone, who upon fuch appeal iffues a comniifllon under the

great feal of England, conftituting a court of delegates to determine the caufe finally.

I next proceed to furvey the out-pari(hes in .the county of Middlefex and Surrey,

which are comprehended within the bills of mortality, and elleemed part of this great

town: and firft, St. Giles's in the Fields contains thefe chief ftreets and places; Great

Lincoln's Inn-Fields, part of Lincoln's-Inn Garden, Turndile, Whetflone-Park, part of
High-Holborn, part of Duke-ftreet, Old and New Wild-ftreet, Princes-(treet, Queen-
ftreet, part of Drury-iane, Brow nlow-ftreet, Bolton -ftreet, Caflle-dreet, King ftreet, the

Seven-dials, or feven 11 reets comprehending Earl-dreet, Queen-ftreet, White-Lion-flreet,

and St. Andrew's-ftreet, Monmouth-rtreet, the eafl fide of Hog-lane, Stedwell-ftreet,

and Staig-ftreet.*

Great Lincoln's-Inn Fields or Square contains about ten acres of ground, and is fome-

thing longer than it is broad, the longeft fides extending from eafl: to weft : the build-

ings on the weft and fouth generally make a grand figure.

In the parifli of St. Sepulchre, which is without the liberties of the city of London,
we meet with Hicks's-hall and the Charter houfe.

Hicks's-hall is fituatedin the middle of St. John's-ftreet, towards the fouth end, and is

the feffions-houfe for the juftices of peace of the county of Middlefex, having been
eredled for this end anno i6i2,by SirBaptiftHicks, a mercer inCheapfide, then ajuftice of

the peace. The juftices before holding their feffions at the Caftle-Inn nearSmithfield-bars.

To the eaftward of Hicks's-hall flood the late diifolved monaftery of the Charter-

houfe, founded by Sir Walter Manny, a native of the Low- Countries, knighted

by King Edward III. for fervices done to this crown probably in the wars againft France.

Sir Walter Manny at firft erefted only a chapel, and affigued it to be the burial-

place of all ftrangers; but in the year 1371, Sir Walter founded a monaftery of Car-

thufian monks here, transferring to thefe fathers thirteen acres and a rood of land, with

the faid chapel : The revenues of which convent, on the dilTolution of monafteries, 30
Henry VIII. amounted to 642/. 4^. lob. per annum.

Sir Thomas Audley foon after obtained a grant of this Carthufian monaftery, together

with Duke's-Place, and gave the former in marriage with his daughter Margaret to Tho-
mas duke of- Norfolk, from whom it defcended to the Earl of Suffolk, and was called

Howard-houfe, the furname of that noble family ; by which name Thomas Sutton, Efq.

purchafed it of the Earl of Suffolk for thirteen thoufand pounds, anno 1611, and con-

verted it into an hofpital by virtue of letters patent obtained fi'om King James I. wiiicb

were afterwards confirmed by a£t of parliament, 3 Car, I.

The manors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, which the founder

fettled upon this hofpital amounted to /If/- «««Mw. - - 4493A igs. icd.

The revenues purchafed by his executors, &c. after his death, to per

annum - . . . _ _ Sgy i^ g

Total of the charity/i^r ««««;« - 539' ^3 7

This \\a« the defcription of St. Giles's parifh before St. Ceor^es's Bkomjlury was tskcn out of it.

But
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But the revenues now amount to upwards of 6000/. per annum by the improvement

of the rents. This charity was given for the maintenance of fourfcore old men, who
wei-e to be either gentlemen by defcent reduced to poverty, foldiers by fea or land, mer-

chants who had fuftered by piracy or fliipwreck, or fervants of the king's houfliold, and

were to be fifty years of age and upwards at their admiflion, except maimed ibldiers,

who are capable of being admitted at forty years of age : nor are any to be admitted

who are afflifted with leprofy, or any unclean or infedtious difeafe, or who fliall be pof-

fefled of the value of two hundred pounds, or fourteen pounds per annum for life, or

who are married men. No poor brother to go beyond fea without the licence of fix of

the governors, nor to go into the country for above two months without the mafter's

leave, and during fuch abfence, {hall be al owed but two thirds of his commons in mo-
ney befides his fa'ary ; and if a brother go out and is arrefted, he fhall have no allow-

ance during his abfence, but his place to be referved till the governors pleafure be

known.
No brother to pafs the gates of the hofpital in his livery-gown, or to lie out of the

houfe, or folicit caufes, or moleft any of the king's fubjeds, under a certaia pecuniary

pain ; and all other duties, fuch as frequenting chapel, decent c!oathing and behaviour,

to be regu ated by the governors.

This munificent benefaftor alfo founded a grammar-fchool in the Charter-houfe, to

coiifift of a mafler, ufher, and forty fcholars.

No fcholars to be admitted at above fourteen, or under ten years of ago.

The fcholars are habited in black gowns ; and when any of them are fit for the uni-

verfity and are elected, each of them receives twenty pounds />rr annwn for eight years,

out of the revenues of the houfe ; and fuch boys as are found more fit for trades are

bound out, and a confiderable fum of money given with them.

When any of the forty boys are difpofed of, or any of the old men die, others are

placed in their rooms by the governors in their turns.

The mader is to be an unmarried man, aged about forty ; one that hath no prefer-

ment in church or ftate, which may draw him from his refidence and care of the hof-

pitai.

The preacher mufl: be a mafter of arts, of feven years (landing in one of the univer-

fities of England, and one who has preached four years.

The governors meet in December, to take the year's accounts, view the flate of the

hofpital, and to determine other affairs ; and again, in June or July, to difpofe of the

fcholars to the univerfity or trades, make eledtions, &c. And a committee of five at

the lead is appointed at the affembly in December yearly, to vifit the fchool between
Eaflerand Midfummer, &c.

The buildings of the Charter-houfe take up a great deal of ground, and are commo-
dious enough, but have no great fliare of beauty. This houfe has pretty much the air

of a college or monaltej-y, of which the principal rooms are the chapel and the hall ; and
the o d n;en, who are members of the fociety, have their feveral cells as the monks have

in Poituga'.

The chapel is built of brick and boulder, and is about 63 feet in length, 38 in breadth,

and 24 in height. Here Sir \Vi liam Manny, founder ol the Carthufiau monaflery,

was buried ; and here was interred Mr. Sutton, tlie founder of the hofpital : whose
monument is at the north-eaft angle of the chapel, being of black and white marble,

adorned v.ith four columns, with pedeftals and entablature of the Coriuthiaa order, be-

tween which lies his effigies at length in a fur-gown, his face upwards, and the palms of
his hands joined over his brealt j and on the tomb is the following infcription : Sucred to

' the
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the glory of God, in grateful memory of Ihamzs. Sutton, Efq. here lieih hurled the body of

Thomas Sutton, late o/"Caftle Camps, in the county o/Cambridge, Efq. at ivhofe only cofiand

charges this bofpital wasfounded, and endozvedwitb largepoffejions , for the reliefofpoor men

and children. He was a gentleman born at Knayth in the cou7i1y 0/ Lincoln, of worthy and

honefl parentage. He lived to the age ofyc, years, and deccafcdthc 1 ith day of Dec. 1 6 1 1

.

The Charter-houle gardens are exceeding plealant, and of a very great extent, con-

fidering they ftand fo far within this great town.

I fliall, in the next place, furvey the free fchools and charity fchools.

Anciently, I have read, that there were three principal churches in London that had

each of them a famous fchool belonging to it ; and thefe three churches are fuppofed

to be, I. The cathedral church of St. Paul ; becaufe, at a general council holden at

Rome, anno 1176, it was decreed, "That every cathedral church fliould have its

" fchool-mafter, to teach poor fcholars, and others, as had been accuftomed ; and thst

" no man fhould take any reward for licenfe to teach." 2. The abbey-church of St.

Peter at Weilminfler ; for of the fchool here, Ingulphus, abbot of Croyland, in the

reign of William the Conqueror, writes as follows : " I Ingulphus, an humble fervant

" of God, born of Englifh parents, in the moft beautiful city of London, for attaining

*' to learning, was firfl put to Weflminfter, and after to fludy at Oxford, &c." 3. The

abbey- church of St. Saviour, at Bermondfey, in Southwark ; for this is fuppofed to be

the moft ancient and moft confiderable monaftery about the city at that time, next to

that of St. Peter at Weftminfter ; though there is no doubt but the convents of St.

John by Clerkenwell, St. Bartholomew in Smithfield, St. Mary Overy In Southwark,

that of the Holy Trinity by Aldgate, and other monafteries about the city, had their

refpeftive fchools, though not in fuch reputation as the three firft. Of thefe none are

now exifting but St. Paul's and Weftminfter, though perhaps on different and later

foundations : yet other fchools have been erefted in this metropolis from time to time,

amongft which I find that called Merchant-Taylors to be the moft confiderable.

St. Paul's fchool is fituated on the eaft fide of St. Paul's church yard ; being a hand-

fome fabrick built with brick and ftone, founded by John Collet, D. D. and dean of

St. Paul's, anno I ^\ 2, who appointed a high-mafter, fur-mailer, a chaplain or under-

niafter, and 1 53 fcholars, to be taught by them gratis, of any nation or country. He
alfo left fome exhibitions to fuch fcholars as are fent to the univerfities, and have con-

tinued at this fchool three years. The mafters are elefted by the wardens and afliftants

of the Mercers company ; and the fcholars are admitted by the mafter, upon a warrant

directed to him by the furveyor. The eledions for the univerfity are in March, before

Lady- day ; and they are allowed their exhibitions for feven years. To this fchool be-

longs a library, confifting chiefly of claffic authors. The frontifpiece is adorned with

buftos, entablature, pediments, feftoons, fiiields, vafes, and the Mercer's arms cut in

flone, with this infcription over the door, INGREDERE UT PROFICIAS ; upon
every window of the fchool was written, by the founder's direftion, AUT DOCE,
AUT DISCE, AUT DISCEDE, i.e. either teach, learn, or begone.

The founder, in the ordinances to be obferved in this fchool, fays, he founded it to

the honour of the child Jefus, and of his blefled mother Mary ; and directs, that the

mafter be of a healthful conftitution, honeft, virtuous, a d learned in Greek and

Latin ; that he be a married or fingle man, or a prieft that hath no cure ; that his

wages fliould be a mark a week, and a livery gown of four nobles, with a houfe in

town, and another at Stebonheath (Stepney*) ; that there fliould be no play-days

• This houfe ftands at the upper end of White-horfe-ftreet, on the fouth fide of Stepney church-yard ;

was the rtTidence of the founder's mother, asd is now tenanted by Captain Thomas Hunt, a late reputable

commander in the fervice of the Eall India company.

granted.
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granted, but to the king, or feme bifliop in perfon ; that the fcholars eveiy Childer-

mas-day {liould go to Sr. Paul's church, and hear the child-bifliop fermon, and after-

wards at high mafs each of them offer a penny to the child-bifliop ; and committed the

care of the fchool to the company of Mercers ; the ftipends to the mailers, the officers*

falaries, &c. belonging to the fchool, amounting at firfl to iiSl. 14.5. yd. i cb. per

annum : but the rents and revenues of the fchool being of late years confiderably ad-

vanced, the falaries of the matters have been more than doubled, and many exhibitions

granted to thofe who go to the univcrfity, of ten pounds, and fix pounds odd money
per annum. The fecond mailer hath a handfome houfe near the fchool, as well as the

firfl mailer.

The fchool at Mercers-chapel, in Cheapfide, hath the fame patrons and governors as

that of St. Paul's, viz. the Mercers, who allow the mailer a falary of 40/. per annum,

and a houfe, for teaching twenty-five fcholars gratis.

Merchant Taylors fchool is fituated near Cannon-flreet, on St. Lawrence Poultney,

or Pountney-hill. This fchool, I am told, confiils of fix forms, in which are three

hundred lads, one hundred of whom are taught gratis, another hundred pay two fliiU

lings and fix-pence per quarter, and the third hundred five llnlUngs a quarter ; for in-

flruclinc; of whom there is a mailer and three ufhers : and out of theie fcholars fome

are annually, on St. Barnabas-day, the eleventh of June, eledted to St. John's college

in Oxford, where there are forty-fix fellowfhips belonging to the fchool.

As to the charity-fchools ; there are in all 131, fome for boys, others for girls;

where the children are taught, if boys, to read, write, and accompt; if girls, to read,

lew, and knit ; who are all cloathed and fitted for fervice or trades gratis.

I proceed in the next place to fhew how well London is fupplied with water, firing,

bread-corn, flefli, fifh, beer, wine, and other provifions.

And as to water, no city was ever better furnifhed with it, for every man has a pipe

or fountain of good frelh water brought into his houfe, for lefs thari twenty fhillings a

year, unlefs brewhoufes, and fome other great houfes and places that require more
water than an ordinary family confumes, and thefe pay in proportion to the quantity

they fpend ; many houfes have feveral pipes laid in, and may have one in every

room, if they think fit, which is a much greater convenience than two or three foun-

tains in a flrcet, for which fome towns in other countries are fo much admired.

Thefe pipes of water are chiefly fupplied from the water-works at London -bridge,

Weflminlter, Cnelfea, and the New-river.

Bjfides tile water brought from the Thames and the New-river, there are a great

many good fprings, pumps, and conduits about the town, which atford excellent water

for drinking. There are alfo mineral waters on the fide of Ulington and Pancras.

This capital alio is well fupplied with firing, particularly coals from Newca'.tle, and

pit-co.ils from Scotland, and other parts ; but wood is excelllve dear, and ufcd by no

body for firing, unlefs bakers, and fome few perfons of quality in th^ir chambers and

drawing-rooms.

As for bread-corn, it is for the mod part brought to London aft' r it is convened

into flour, and both bread and flour are extremely rcafonable : we here buy as nluch

good white bread for three-halfpence or two-pence, as willferve an Englilhman a whole

day, and flour in proportion. Good flrong beer alfo may be had of the brewer, for

about iwo pence a quart, and of the alchouii-s that retail it for three-pence a quart.

Bear-key, below oridge, is a great market for malt, wheat, and horfe-corn ; and

Oueen-hitiio, above the bridge, for malt, wheat, flower, and other grain.

The butchers here compute, that there are about one thouiand oxen fold in Smith-

iield- market one week with another the year round ; befidcs uaany thoufitnd fheep,

hogs.
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hogs, calves, pigs, and lambs, in this and other parts of the town ; and a great variety

of venifon, game, and poultry. Fruit, roots, herbs, and other garden-flutF, are very

cheap and good.

Fifh alfo are plentiful, fuch as frefli cod, plaice, flounders, foles, whitings, fmelts, ftur-

geon, oyfters, lobfters, crabs, fhrimps, mackerel, and herrings in the feason : but it mud
be confeffed, that falmon, turbot, and fome other fea-fifh are dear, as well as frefh-water

fifli.

"Wine is imported from foreign countries, and is dear. The Port wine which is ufu-

ally drank, and is the cheapelt, is two Ihillings a quart, retailed in taverns, and not

much lefs than eighteen or twenty pounds the hogfliead, when purchafed at the beft;

hand: and as to French wine, the duties are fo high upon them, thi^t they are at double

the price of the other at leafl. White wine is about the fame price as red-port, and ca-

nary about a third dearer.

It is computed that there are in London fome part of the year, when the nobility and

gentry are in town, 15 or 16,000 large horfes for draught, ufed in coaches, carts, or

drays, befides fome thoufands of faddle-horfes ; and yet is the town fo well fupplied with

hay, ftraw, and corn, that there is seldom any want of them. Hay generally is not

more than forty Shillings the load, and from twenty pence to two fliillings the bufliel, is

the ufual price of oats.

The opportunity of pafllng from one part of the town to the other, by coach, chair,

or boat, is a very great convenience, efpecially in the winter, or in very hot weather.

A fervant calls a coach or a chair in any of the principal flreets, which attend at a mi-

nute's warning, and carries one to any part of the town, within a mile and a half dif-

tance, for a fhilling, but to a chair is paid one third more ; the coaches alfo will wait for

eighteen-pence the firfl hour, and a fhilling every fucceeding hour all day long ; or you
may hire a coach and a pair of horfes, all day, in or out of town, for ten fhillings per

day; there are coaches alfo that go to every village almofl about town, within four or

five miles, in which a paifenger pays but one fhilling, and in fome but fixpence for his

pafTage with other company.

The pleafanteft way of moving from one end of the town to the other in fummer
time, is by water, on that fpacious gentle flream the Thames, on which you travel two
miles for fix-pence, if you have two watermen, and for three-pence if you have but one :

and to any village up or down the river, you go with company for a trifle. But the

greatefl advantage reaped from this noble river is, that it brings whatever this or other

countries afford. Down the river from Oxfordlhire, Berkfhire, Bucks, &c. comes corn
and all manner of provifion of Englifli growth, as has been obferved already ; and up
the river, every thing that thecoaftsand the maritime counties of England, Scotland, or
Ireland afford : this way alfo are received the treafures and merchandize of the Eafl and
Wefl Indies, and indeed of the four quarters of the world.

Carts are hired as coaches, to remove goods and merchandize from one part of the
town to the other, whofe rates are alfo fixed, and are very reafonable ; and for fmall

burthens or parcels, and to fend on mefiages, there are porters at every corner of the
flreets, thofe within the city of London and liberties thereof being licenfed by autho-
rity, and wearing a badge or ticket ; in whofe hands goods of any value, and even bills

of exchange or fums of money may be fafely trufted, they being obliged at theu- ad-
mifTion to give fecurity. There is alfo a poft that goes from one part of the town to the
other feveral times a day ; and once a day to the neighbouring villages, with letters and
fmall parcels ; for the carriage of which is given no more than a penny the letter or par-

cel. And I ihould have remembered that every coach, chair, and boat that plies for

VOL. II. N hire
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hire, has its number upon it ; and if the number be taken by any friend or fervant, at

the place you fet out from, the proprietor of the vehicle wdll be obliged to make good

any lofs or damage that may happen to the perfon carried in it, through the default of the

people that carr)' him, and to make him fatisfaftion for any abufe or ill-language he may
receive from them.

The high ftreets from one end of the town to the other, are kept clean by fcavengers

in the winter, and in fummer the dull: in feme wide ftreets is laid by water-carts ; they

are fo wide and fpacious, that feveral lines of coaches and carts mav pafs by each

other without interruption. Foot paffengers in the high ilreets go about their buQnefs

with abundance of eafe and pleafure; they walk upon a fine fmooth pavement, defended

by pofts from the coaches and wheel carriages ; and though they are joftled fometimes

in the throng, yet as this feldom happens outof defign, few are offended at it ; the va-

riety of beautiful objeQs, animate and inanimate, he meets with in the ftreets and fliops,

infpires the paffenger with joy, and makes him flight the trifling inconvenience of being

crov.'ded now and then. The light alfoin the fliops till eight or nine in the evening, ei-

pecially in thofe of toymen and paftry-cooks in the winter, make the night appear even

brighter and more agreeable than the day itfelf.

From the lights 1 come very naturally to fpeak of the night-guards or watch. Each
watch confifts of a conftable and a certain number of watchmen, who have a guardi'oom

or watch -houfe in fome certain place, from whence watchmen are difpatched every hour,

to patrole in the ftreets and places in each conftable' s diftrift ; to fee if all be fafe from

fire and thieves : and as they pafs, they give the hour of the night, and with their

ftaves ftrike at the door of every houfe.

If they meet with any perfons they fufpecl of ill defigns, quarrelfome people, or lewd

women in the flreets, they are empowered to carry them before the conltable at his

watch-houfe, who confines them till morning, when they are brought before a juf-

tice of the peace, who commits them to prifon or relcafes them, according as the cir-

cumftances of the cafe are.

Mobs and tumults were formerly very terrible in this great city ; not only private

men have been infulted and abufed, and their houfes demoliflied, but even the court

and parliament have been influenced or awed by them. But there is now feldom feen

a multitude of people aflembled, unlefs it be to attend iome malefaftor to his execution,

or to pelt a villain in the pillory, the laft of which being an outrage that the government

has ever feemed to wink at ; and it is obferved by fome, that the mob are pretty juft

upon thefe occafions ; they feldom falling upon any but notorious rafcals, fuch as are

guilty of perjury, forgery, fodomitical praftices, or keeping of bawdy-houfes, and thefe

with rotten eggs, apples, and turnips, they frequently mall unmercifully, unlefs

the offender has money enough to bribe the conftables and officers to proted him.

The London inns, though they areas commodious for the moft part as thofe we meet

with in other places, yet few people chufe to take up their quarters in them for any long

time; for, if their bufinefs requires them to make any ftay in London, they chufe to

leave their horfes at the inn or Ibme livery-ftable, and take lodgings in a private houfe.

At livery-flables they lodge no travellers, only take care of their horfes, which fare bet-

ter here than ufualiy at inns ; and at thefe places it is that gentlemen hire faddle horfes

for a journey. At thebeft of them are found very good horfes and furniture : they will

let out a good horfe for 4^. a day, and an ordinary hackney for 2s. Gd. and for 5.;. you
may have a hunter for the city hounds, have the liberty of hunting in Enfield chace and
round the town, and go out conftantly every week in the feafon, followed by a great

many young gentlemen and tradesmen. They have an opportunity alfo of hunting with

9 the
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the king's hounds at Richmond and Windfor : and fuch excrcifes fecm very necefTary for

people who are conftaiitly in London, and eat and drink as plentifully as any people in

the world. And now I ani fpeaking of hired horfcs, I cannot avoid taking notice of the

vaft number of coach-horfes that are kept to be let out to noblemen or gentlemen, to

carry or bring them to and from the diRant parts of the kingdom, or to fupply the un-

dertakers of funerals with horfes for their coaches and hcarfes. There are feme of

thefe men that keep feveral hundreds of horfes, with coaches, coachmen, and acom-

pleat equipage, that will be ready at a day's warning to attend a gentleman to any part

of England. Thefe people alfo are great jockeys. They go to all the fairs in the

country and buy up horfes, with which they furnifh molt of the nobility and gentry

about town. And if a nobleman does not care to run any hazard, or have the

trouble of keeping horfes in town, they will agree to furnifli him with a let all the year

round.

The principal taverns are large handfome edifices, made as commodious for the en-

tertaining a variety of company as can be contrived, with fome fpacious rooms for the

accommodation of numerous alTemblies. Here a ftranger may be furnifhed with wines,

and excellent food of all kinds, dreffed after the befl manner : each company and every

particular man, if he pleafes, has a room to himfelf, and a good fire if it be winter time,

for which he pays nothing, and is not to be difturbed or turned out of his room by any

other man of what quality foever, till he thinks fit to leave it. And as many people

meet here upon bufinefs, at lealt an equal number refort hither purely for pleafure, or to

refrcfh themfelvcs in an evening after a day's fatigue. Thofe of any reputation will

not admit lewd women within their doors, but too many of them live on the vices of

the people, ferving as rendezvous for the profligate part of the world, to whom in falfe

meafures they put off their fbphifticated wines.

And though the taverns are very numerous, yet ale-houfes are much more fo, being

vifited by the inferior tradefmen, mechanicks, journeymen, porters, coachmen, carmen,

fervants, and others whole pockets will not reach a glafs of wine. Here thev fit pro-

mifcuoufly in common dirty rooms, with large fires, and clouds of tobacco, where one

that is not ufed to them can fcarce breathe or fee : but as they are a bufy fort of people,

they feldom ilay long, returning to their feveral employments, and are fuccceded by
frelh fets of the fame rank of men, at their leifure hours, all day long.

Of eating-houfes and cook-flwps there are not many, confidcring the largenefs of the.

town ; unlefs it be about the inns of court and Chancery, Smithfield, and the Royal Ex-
change ; and fome other places, to which the country people and flrangers refort when
they come to town. Here is good butchers meat of all kinds, and in the belt of them
fowls, pigs, geefe, &c. the lafl; of which are pretty dear , but one that can make a meal

of butchers meat, may have as much as he cares to eat for fix-pence ; he muit be con-

tent indeed to fit in a publick room, and ufe the fame linen that forty people have done
before him. Befidcs meat, he finds very good white bread, table-beer, &c.

Coffee-houfes are altnoft as numerous as ale-houfes, difperied m every part of the

town, where they fell tea, coffee, chocolate, drams, and in many of the great ones ar-

rack and other punch, wine, Szc. Thefe confifl chiefly of one large common room,
with good fires in winter; and hither the middle fort of people chiefly refort, many to

breakfaif, read the news, and talk politicks ; after which they retire home : others who
are flrangers in town meet here about noon, and appoint fome tavern to dine at ; and a

great many attend at tiie colFee-houfcs near the Exchange, the inns of court and Wcfl-
jninfler, aboiit their bufinefs. In the afternoon about four, people refort to thefe places

again, from whence they adjourn to the tavern, the play, &c. and fonie, when they

N 2 have
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have taken a handfome dofe, run to the coffee-houfe at midnight for a difli of

coffee to fet them right ; while others conclude the day here with drams, or a bowl of

punch.

There are but few cyder-houfes about London, though this be liquor of Englifh

growth ; becauie it is generally thought too cold for the climate, and to elevate the fpi-

rits lefs than wine or ftrong beer.

The four grand diftinctions of the people are thefe, i. The nobility and gentry. 2.

The merchants and fu-fl rate tradefnien. 3. The lawyers and phyficians : and 4. Infe-

rior tradcfmen, attornies, clerks, apprentices, coachmen, carmen, chairmen, watermen,

porters, and fervants.

The firll clafs may not only be divided into nobility and gentry, but into either fuch

as have dependence on the court, or fuch as have none. Thofe who have offices, places,

or penfions from the court, or any expectations from thence, conflantly attend the levees

of the prince and his minifters, which takes up the greateft part ot the little morning

they have. At noon moll of the nobility, and fuch gentlemen as are members of the

houfe of commons, go down to Weftminiler, and when the houfes do not fit late, return

home to dinner. Others that are not members of either houfe, and have no particular

bufinefs to attend, are found in the chocolate-houfes near the court, or in the park, and

many more do not (tir from their houfes till after dinner. As to the ladies, who feldom

rife till about noon, the firfl part of their time is fpent, after the duties of the clofet, either

at the tea-table or in drefling, unlefs they take a turn to Covent-garden or Ludgate-hili,

and tumble over the mercers rich filks, or viev/ fome India or China trifle, fome prohi-

bited manufacture, or foreign lace.

1 hus the bufmefs of the day being difpatched before dinner, both by the ladies and

gentlemen, the evening is devoted to pleafure ; all the world get abroad in their gayeft

equipage between four and five in the evening, fome bound to the play, others to the

opera, the affembly, the mafquerade, or mufick- meeting, to which they move in fuch

crowds, that their coaches can fcarce pafs the ftreets.

The merchants and tradefmen of the firfl; rate make no mean figure in London

;

they have many of them houfes equal to thofe of the nobility, with great gates and court-

yards before them, and feats in the country, whither they retire the latter end of the

week, returning to the city again on Mondays or Tuefdays ; they keep their coaches,

faddle-horfes, and footmen; their houfes are richly and beautifully furniflied ; and though

their equipage be not altogether fo fliining, and their fervants fo numerous as thofe of

the nobility, they generally abound in wealth and plenty ; and are generally matters of

a larger cafli than they have occafion to make ufe of in the way of trade, whereby they

are always provided againlt accidents, and are enabled to make an advantageous pur-

chafe when it offers. And in this they differ from the merchants of other countries,

that they know when they have enough ; for they retire to their eflates, and enjoy the

fruits of their labours in the decline of life, referving only bufinefs enough to divert their

leifure hours. 1 hey become gentlemen and magiflirates in the countries where their

efliates lie; and as they are frequently the younger brothers of good families, it is not

uncommon to fee them purchafe thofe efl;ates that the eldeit branches of their refpedive

families have been obliged to part with.

Their character is, that they are neither fo much in hafte as the French to grow rich,

nor fo niggardly as the Dutch to fave : that their houfes are richly furnifhed, and their

tables well ferved. You are neither foothed nor fowercd by the merchants of London;

they fcluom aflc too much, and foreigners buy of them as cheap as others. They are

punctual in their payments, gcnorous and charitable, very obliging, and not too ceremo-

nious.
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iilons, eafy of accefs, ready to communicate their knowledge of the refpcdive countries

they traffick with, and the condition of their trade. .

As to their way of h'fc, they ufiialiy rife fome hours before the gentlemen at the

other end of the town, and having paid their devotions to heaven, feldom fail, in a morn-
ing, of furveymg the condition of their accounts, and giving their orders to their book-
keepers and agents, for the management of their refpe(^tive trades ; alter which, being

drefled in a modeft garb, without any footmen or attendants, they go about their bufi-

nefs to the Cuilom-houfe, Bank, Exchange, &c. and after diimer, fometlmes apply tlieni-

felves to bufmefs again ; but the morning is much the bufufi: part of the day. In the

evening of every other day the poft comes in, when the perufmg their letters may em-
ploy part of their time, as the anfwering them does on other days of the week ; and
they frequently meet at the tavern in the evening, either to tranfacl their affairs, or to

take a chearful glafs after the bufmefs of the day is over.

As to the wives and daughters of the merchants and principal tradefmen, they endea-

vour to imitate the court-ladies in their drefs, and follow much the fame diverfions ; and
it is not uncommon to fee a nobleman match with a citizen's daughter, by which fhe

gains a title, and he difcharges the incumbrances on his eRate with her fortune. Mer-
chants fons are fometimes initiated into the faine bufmefs their fathers follow; but if they

find an eftate gotten to iheir hands, many of them chufe rather to become country-

gentlemen.

As to the lawyers or barrifters, thefe alfo are frequently the younger fons of good
families ; and the elder brother too is fometimes entered of the inns of court, that he
may know enough of the law to keep his eftate.

A lawyer of parts and good elocution feldom fails of rifing to preferment, and acquir-

ing an eftate even while he is a young man. I do not know any profelfion in London
where a perfon makes his fortune fo foon as in the law, if he be an eminent pleader.

Several of them have of late years been advanced to the peerage; as Finch, Somers,
Cowper, Harcourt, Trevor, Parker, Lechmere, King, Raymond, &c. fcarce

any of them much exceeding forty years of age when they arrived at that ho-

nour.

The fees are fo great, and their bufmefs fo ingroffes every minute of their time, that

it isimpofhble their expences fhould equal their income ; but it inuft be confelfed they

labour very hard, are forced to be up early and late, and to try their conftitutions to the

utmoft (I mean thofe in full bufmefs) in the fervice of their clients. They rii'e in winter

long before it is light, to read over their briefs; drefs, and prepare themfelves for the bu-

finefsof the day ; at eight or nine they go to Weft minfter, where they attend and plead

either in the courts of equity or common law, ordinarily till one or two, and (upon a

great trial) fometimes till the evening. By that time they have got home, and dined,

they have other briefs to perufe, and they are to attend the hearings, cither at the Lord
Chancellor's, or the Rolls, till eight or nine in the evening ; after which, when they re-

turn to their chambers, they are attended by their clients, and have their feveral cafes

and briefs to read over and confider that evening, or the next morning before day-light

;

infomuchthat they have fcarce time for their meals, or their natural reft, particularly at

the latter end of a term. They are not always in this hurry, indeed ; if they were, the

befl conftitution mufl foon be worn out ; nor would any one fubmit to fuch harelhips,

who had a fubfiftance, but with a profpccl of acquiring a great eftate fuddeniy ; for the

gold comes tumbling into the pockets of ihele great lawyers, which makes them refufe

no caufe, how intricate or doubtful foever. And this brings me to confider the high

fees that are ufually taken by an eminent counlM ; as for a fingle opinion upon a cale,

IWO;,
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two, three, four, and five guineas ; upon a hearing, five or ten, and perhaps a great

many more ; and if the caufe docs not come on till the next day, they are all to be feed

again, tliough there are not lefs than fix or feven counfel of a fide.

The next confiderable profeflion therefore I fliall mention in London, is that of the

phyficians, who are not fo numerous as the former ; but thofe who are eminent amongft
them acquire eftates equal to the lawyers, though they feldom arrive at the like honours.

It is a ufeful obfervation, indeed, as to Englifli phyficians, that they feldom get their

bread till they have no teeth to eat it : though, when they have acquired a reputation,

they are as much followed as the great lawyers ; they take care, however, not to be fo

much fatigued. You find them at Batfon's or Child's cofiee-houfe ufually in the morn-
ing, and they vifit their patients in the afternoon. Thofe that are men of figure amongft
them, will not rife out of their beds, or break their reft, on every call. The greatcft

fatigue they undergo, is the going up 40 or 50 pair of flairs every day ; for the pa-

tient is generally laiJ pretty near the garret, that he may not be difturbed.

Thefe phyficians are allowed to be men of ikill in their profeflion, and well verfed in

other parts of learning. The great grievance here (as in the law) is, that the inferior

people are undone by the exorbitance of their fees ; and what is flill a greater hardfhip

is, that if a phyfician has been employed, he muft be continued, however unable the pa-

tient is to bear the expence, as no apothecary may adminifter any thing to the fick man,
if he has been prefcribed to firft by a phyfician : fo that the patient is reduced to this

dilemma, either to die of the difeafe, or flarve his family, if his ficknefs happens to be

of any duration. A phyfician here fcorns to touch any other metal but gold, and the

furgeons are ftill more unreafonable ; and this may be one reafon why the people of this

city have fo often recourfe to quacks, for they are cheap, and eafily come at, and the

mob are not judges of their ability ; they pretend to great things ; they have cured

princes, and pcrfons of the firft quality, as they pretend ; iind it mqd be confefTed their

patients are as credulous as they can defire, taken with grand pretences, and the affur-

ance of the iinpoftor, and frequently like things the better that are offered them out of

the common road.

I come in the next place to treat of attornies'-clerks, apprentices, inferior tradefmen,

coachmen, porters, fervants, and the loweft clafs of men in this town, which are far the

moft numerous: and firft of the lawyers'-clerks and apprentices, I find it a general

complaint, that they are under no manner of government ; before their times are half

out, they fet up for gentlemen; they drefs, they drink, they game, frequent the p!ay-

houfes, and intrigue with the women ; and it is no uncommon thing with clerks to

bully their mafters and defert their fervice for whole days and nights whenever they fee fit.

As to the ordinary tradefmen, they live by buying and felling ; I cannot fay they are

fo eminent for their probiiy as the merchants and tradefmen of the firft rate ; they fecm

to have a wrong biafs given them in their education, many of them have no principles

of honour, no other rule to go by than the fiflimonger, namely, to get what they can,

who confider only the wcaknefs or ignorance of the cuftomer, and make their demands
accordingly, taking fometimes half the price they aflv. And I muft not forget the num-
bers of poor creatures, who live and maintain their families, by buying provifions in

one part of the town, and retailing them in another, whole flock perhaps does not

amount to more than forty or fifty fliiilings, and part of this they take up (many of

them) on their cloaths at a pawn-broker's, an a Monday morning, which they make
(hift to redeem on a Saturday night, that they may appear in a proper habit at their pariih-

churches on a Sunday. Thefe are the people that cry fifli, fruit, herbs, roots, news,

&c. about town.

As
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As to hackney-coachmen, carmen, porters, chairmen, and watermen, though they

work hartl, ihey generally eat and drink well, and are decently cloathed on Iiolidays
;

ibr the vvife, if flie be induftrions, either by her needle, vvafliing, or other bufinefs

proper to herfex, makes no fmall addition to their gains, and by their united labours

ihey maintain their families handfomcly if they have their healths.

As to the common menial fcrvanls, they have great wages, are well kept and cloathed,

but are notwithftanding the plague of almoll: every houfe in town ; they form them-

felves into focieties or rather confederacies, contributing to the maintenance of each

other, when out of place, and if any of them cannot manage the family where they are

entertained as they pleafe, immediately they give notice they will be gone ; there is no
fpcaking to them ; they^ are above correction, and if a mailer fhould attempt it, he

may expeft to be handfomely drubed by the creature he feeds and harbours, or per-

haps an aiSlion brought againll him for it. It is become a common faying, " If my
" fervant ben't a thief, if he be but honeft, I can bear with other things:" imd indeed

it is very rare in London to meet with an honed fervant.

When I was treating of tradefmen I had forgot to mention thofe nuifances of the

town, the itinerant pedlars who deal in toys and hard-ware, and thofe who pretend to

fell foreign filks, linen, India handkerchiefs, and other prohibited and unaccultomed

goods ; thefe we meet with at every coffee-houfe and corner of the llreets, and they

vifit alfo every private houfe ; the women have fuch a guft for every thing that is fo-

reign or prohibited, that thefe vermin meet with a good reception every where. The
ladies will rather buy home manufactures of thefe people than of a neighbouring fhop-

kccper, under the pretence of buying cheaper, though they frequently buy damaged
goods, and pay a great deal dearer for them than they would do in a tradefman's (hop ;

which is a great dilcouragement to the fair dealer that maintains a family, and is forced

to give a large credit, while thefe people run away with the ready money ; and I am
informed that forae needy tradefmen employ fellows to run hawking about the flreets

with their goods, and fell penny-worths,, in order to furnifii themfelves with a little

money.
As to the recreations of the citizens, many of them are entertained' in the fame man-

ner as the quality are, reforting to the play, park, mufick-raeetings, &c. and in the

fummer they vifit Richmond, Hampltead, Epfom, and other neighbouring townf,.

where horfe-racing, and all manner of rural fports as well as other diverfions are fol-

lowed in the fummer feafon.

Towards autumn, when the town is thin, many of the citizens who deal in a whole-

fale v.'ay, vifit the diftant parts of the Idngdom to get in their debts, or procure orders

for-frefh parcels of goods ; and much about the fame time the lawyers are either em-
ployed in the feveral circuits, or retired to their country-feats : fo that the court, the

nobility and gentry, the lawyers, and many of the citizens being gone into the country,,

the town refumes another face. The weft end of it appears perfectly deferted ; ia

other parts their trade falls off; but ftill in the flreets about the Royal Exchange wc
feldom fail to meet with crowds of people, and an air of bufinefs in the hottefl feafon.

I have heard it affirmed, however, that many citizens live beyond their income,

which puts them upon tricking and prevaricating in their dealings, and is the principal

Gccafion of thofe frequent bankruptcies feen in the papers : ordinary tradefmen drinic

as much wine, and eat as well, as gentlemen of ellates ; their cloth, their lace, their

linen are as fine, and they change it as often ; and they frequently imitate the quality ia

their expenfive pleafures.

As-
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As to the diverfions of the inferior tradefmen and common people, on Sundays and

other holidays, they frequently get out of town ; the neighbouring villages are full of

them, and the publick-houfes there ufually provide a dinner in expectation of their

city-guefts : but if they do not vifit them in a morning, they feldom fail of walking out

in the fields in the afternoon ; every walk, every publick garden and path near the

town are crowded with the common people, and no place more than the park ; for

which reafon I prefume the quality are feldom feen there on a Sunday, though the

meanert: of them are fo well drefled at thefe times that nobody need be afhamed of their

company on that account ; for you will fee every apprentice, every porter, and cobler,

in as good cloth and linen as their betters ; and it mull be a very poor woman that has

notafuit of mantua-filk, or fomething equal to it, to appear abroad in on holy-days.

And now if we furvey thefe feveral inhabitants in one body, it will be found that

there are about a million of fouls in the whole town, of whom there may be 150,000

men, and upwards, capable of bearing arms, that is, between eighteen and fixty.

If it be demanded what proportion that part of the town properly called the City of

London, bears to the reft? I anfwer, that according to the lafl. calculations, there are

in the citv 12,000 houfes ; in the pariflies without the walls 36,320 ; in the pari(hes of

Midulefex and Surrey, which make part of the town, 46,300 ; and in the city and

liberties of Weftminlter, 28,330 ; in which are included the precincts of the Tower,

Norton-Folgate, the Rolls, White-friars, the inns of court and Chancery, the king's

palaces, and all other extra-parochial places.

As to the number of inhabitants in each of thefe four grand divifions, if we multiply

the number of houfes in the city of London by eight and a half, there mud be 102,000

people there, according to this eftimate ; by the fame rule there muft be 30^,720 people

in the feventeen parifhes without the walls, 393,550 in the twenty-one out-parifhes of

MIddlefex and Surrey, and 240,805 in the city and liberties of Weftminfter, all which

compofe the fum total of 1,045,075 people.

Let me now proceed to inquire into the ftate of the feveral great trading companies in

London. The firft, in point of time, I find to be the Hamburgh company, originally

filled " merchants of the flaple," (that is, of the ftaple of wool) and afterwards mer-

chant-adventurers. Tiiey were firft incorporated in the reign of King Edward L ann»

I 296, and obtained leave of John duke of Brabant, to make Antwerp their ftaple or

mart for the Low Countries ; where the woollen-manufadures then flouriflied more

than in any county in Europe. The bufinefs of this company at firft feems to be chiefly,

if not altogether, the vending of Englifli wool unwrought.

Queen Elizabeth enlarged the trade of the company of adventurers, and impowered

them to treat with the princes and ftates of Germany for a place which might be the

fhiple or mart for the woollen manufafturcs they exported, which was at length fixed

at Hamburgh, from whence they obtained the name of the Hamburgh company : they

had another mart or ftaple alfo aftigned them for the fale of their woollen cloths in the

Low-Countries, viz. Dort, in Holland.

This company confifts of a governor, deputy-governor, and fellowfliip, or court of

aftiftants, elected annually in June, who have a power of making bye-laws for the regu-

lation of their trade ; but this trade hi a maimer lies open, every merchant trading

thither on his own bottom, on paying an inconfiderable fum to the company ; fo that

though the trade to Germany may be of confequcnce, yet the Hamburgh company, as

a company, have very little advantage by their being incorporated.

The Hamburgh or German merchants export from England, broad-cloth, druggets,

long-ells, ferges, and feveral forts of ftuffs, tobacco, fugar, ginger, Eaft-India goods,

8 tin.
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tin, lead, and feveral other commodities, tlie great confumption of which is in Lower
Germany.

England takes from them prodigious quantities of linen, linen-yarn, kid- (kins, tin-

plates, and a great many other commodities.

The next company eltablifhed was that of the Ruffia-merchants, incorporated iH;

and 2d of Philip and Mary, who were impowered to trade to all lands, ports, and
places in the dominions of the emperor of Ruffia, and to all other lands not then dil-

covered or frequented, lying on the north, north-eaft, or north-weft.

The RufTia-company, as a company, are not a very confiderable body at prefent
;

the trade thither being carried on by private merchants, who are admitted into this

trade on payment of five pounds for that privilege.

It confifts of a governor, four confuls, and twenty-four afliftants, annually chofen

on the firfl of March.

The Rullia merchants export from England fome coarfe cloth, long-ells, worfted-

fluffs, tin, lead, tobacco, and a few other commodities.

England takes from Ruflia, hemp, flax, linen-cloth, linen-yarn, RulTia-leather, tal-

low, furs, iron, pot-afties, &c. to an immenfe value.

The next company is the Eaftland company, formerly called Merchants of Elbing,

a town in Polifli Pruflia, to the eaftward of Dantzick, being the port they principally

reforted to in the infancy of their trade. They were incorporated 21 Elizabeth, and
impowered to trade to all countries within the Sound, Norway, Sweden, Poland, Lief-

land, Pruflia, and Pomerania, from the river Oder eaflward, viz. with Riga, Revel,
Koningfburgh, Elbing, Dantzick, Copenhagen, Elfinore, Finland, Gothland, Eaft^
land, and Bornholm (except Narva, which was then the only Ruflian port in theBaltick.)

And by the faid patent, the Eaftland-company and Hamburgh-company were each of
them authorifed to trade feparately to Mecklenburgh, Gotland, Silefia, Moravia, Lu-
beck, Wifmar, Roftock, and the whole river Oder.

This company confifts of a governor, deputy-governor, and twenty-four affiftants,

elefted annually in Oftober ; but either they have no power to exclude others from
trading within their limits, or the fine for permiffion is fo inconfiderable, that it can
never hinder any merchant's trading thither who is inclined to it ; and in hO:, this

trade, like the former, is carried on by private merchants, and the trade to Norway
and Sweden is laid open by aft of parliament.

To Norway and Deni -.ark merchants fend guineas, crown-pieces, bullion, a little

tobacco, and a fsw coarfe woollens.

They import from Norway, &c. vaft quantities of deal boards, timber, fpars, and
iron.

Sweden takes from England gold and filver, and but a fmall quantity of the manu.
faftures and produftion of England.

England imports from Sweden near two-thirds of the iron wrought up or confumed
in the kingdom, copper, boards, plank, &c.

The Turkey or Levant company was firft incorporated in the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth, and their privileges were confirmed and enlarged in the reign of Kino- James L
being impowered to trade to the Levant, or eaftern part of the Mediterranean, parti-

cularly to Smyrna, Aleppo, Conftantlnopie, Cyprus, Grand Cairo, Alexandria Sec.

It confifts of a governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen affiftants or direftors

chofen annually, &c. This trade is open alfo to every merchant, paying a fmall con-
fideration, and carried on accordingly by private men.
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Thefe merchants export to Turkey chiefly broad cloth, long-ells, tin, lead, and

fome iron ; and the Englifh merchants frequently buy up French and Lilbon fugars

and tranfport thither, as well as bullion from Cadiz.

The commodities received from thence are chiefly raw filk, grogram yarn, dying

fluffs offundry kinds, drugs, foap, leather, cotton, and fome fruit, oil, &c.

The Eaft-India company were incorporated about the ^.id of Elizabeth, mmo 1 5oo,

and empowered to trade to all countries to the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope,

exclufive of all others.

About the middle of King William's reign it was generally faid their patent was illegal,

and that the crown could not reftrain the Englifli merchants from trading to any country

they were difpofed to deal with ; and application being made to parliament for leave to

lay the trade open, the minifl;ry took the hint, and procured an aft of parliament (9
and 10 William III. cap. 44.) empowering every fubjed of England to trade to India,

who fliould raife a fum of money for the fupply of the government, in proportion to

the fum he fliould advance ; and each fubfcriber was to have an annuity after the rate

of S per cent, per ami. to commence from Michaelmas 1698 ; and his majefty was em-

powered to incorporate the fubfcribers, as he afterwards did, and they were ufually

called the New Eall-India Company, the old company being allowed a certain time to

withdraw their effefts. But the old company being matters of all the towns and forts

belonging to the Englifli on the coaft of India, and their members having fubfcribed

fuch confiderable funis towards the two millions intended to be raifed, that they could

not be excluded from the trade, the new company found it neceffary to unite with the

old company, and to trade with one joint-ftock, and have ever fince been ftiled, "The
" United Company of Merchants trading to the Eafi:-Indies."

The company have a governor, deputy-governor, and twenty-four aflifl:ants or di-

reftors, elefted annually in April.

The Eafl:-India company export great quantities of bullion, lead, Englifli cloth, and

fome other goods, the product or manufacture of that kingdom ; and import from

China and India, tea, china-ware, cabinets, raw and wrought filks, coffee, muflins,

callicoes, and other goods.

Bengal raw filk Is bought at very low prices there, and is very ufeful in carrying on

the manufaflures of this kingdom.

China filk is of excellent (taple, and comes at little above one-thlrd of the price of

Italian Piedmont filk.

Tlie China filk is purchafed at Canton ; but their fine filk Is made in the provinces of

Nankin and Chekiam, where their fine manufaftures are carried on, and where prodi-

gious quantities of raw filk are made, and the befl;in all China.

The Royal African company was Incorporated 14 Car. II. and empowered to trade

from Sallee in South Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, being all the weflern coalt

of Africa. It carries no money out, and not only fupplies the Englifli plantations with

fervants, but brings in a great deal of bullion for thofe that are fold to the Spanlfli

Weft-Indies, befides gold-duft and other commodities, as red-wood, elephant's teeth,

Guinea grain, &c. fome of which are re-exported. The fupplying the plantations with

negroes is of that extraordinary advantage, that the planting fugar and tobacco, and

carrying on trade there, could not be fupported without them ; which plantations are

the great caufes of the increafe of the riches ot the kingdom.

The Canary company was Incorporated in the reign of King Charles II. anno 1664,

being empowered to trade to the Seven Iflands, anciejitly called the Fortunate, and now
the Canary Iflands.
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They have a governor, deputy-governor, and thirteen afliftants or direclorsj chofen

annually in March. This company exports baize, kerfeys, ferges, Norwich ftuiTs, and

other woollen manufactures ; ftockings, hats, fuftains, haberdafliery-wares, tin, and

hard-ware ; as alfo herrings, pilchards, falted flefh, and grain ; linens, pipe-ftaves,

hoops, &c. Importing, in return, Canary wines, logwood, hides, indigo, cochineal,

and other commodities, the produce of America and the Weft Indies.

There is another company I had almoft overlooked, called the Hudfon's Bay com-

pany ; and though thefe merchants make but little noifc, I find it is a very advanta-

geous trade. They by charter trade, exclufively of all other his Britannick majefty's

fubjefts, to the north-weft ; which was granted, as I have been told, on account that

they fliould attempt a paffage by thofe feas to China, &c. though nothing appears

now to be lefs their regard ; nay, ifallbetrue, they are the very people that difcourage

and impede all attempts made by others for the opening that paftage to the South Seas.

They export fome woollen goods and haberdaftiery-wares, knives, hatchets, arms, and

other hard-ware ; and in return bring back chiefly beaver-fkins, and other fkins and furs.

The laft, and once the moft confiderable of all the trading companies, is that of the

South Sea, eftabliflied by aft of parliament in the ninth year of the late Queen Anne :

but, what by reafon of the mifmanagement of its diredtors in 1720, the mifcarriage of

their whale fifhery, and the intrigues of the Spaniards, their credit is funk, and their

trade has much decreafed.

I proceed, in the next place, to inquire what countries the merchants of London
trade to feparately, not being incorporated or fubjecl to the controul of any company.
Among which is the trade to Italy, whither are exported broad cloth, long-ells, baize,

druggets, callimancoes, camblets, and divers other ftufts; leather, tin, lead, great

quantities of fifli, as pilchards, herrings, falmon, Newfoundland cod, &:c. pepper, and

other Eaft-India goods.

The commodities England takes from them, are raw, thrown and wrought filk,

wine, oil, foap, olives, fome dyer's wares, anchovies, &c.

To Spain the merchants export broad cloth, druggets, calHmancoes, baize, ftuff of

divers kinds, leather, filh, tin, lead, corn, &c.

The commodities England takes from them, are wine, oil, fruit of divers kinds,

wool, indigo, cochineal, and dying ftuffs.

ToPortugal alfoare exported broad cloth, druggets,baize, long-ells, callimancocs,andall

other forts of ftuffs; as well as tin, lead, leather, fifh, corn, and otherEngHfli commodities.

England takes from them great quantities of wine, oil, fait, and fruit, and gold,

both in bullion andfpecie ; though it is forfeited, if feized in the ports of Portugal.

The French take very little from England in a fair way, dealing chiefly with owlers,

or thofe that clandeftinely export wool and fuller's earth, &c. They indeed buy fome
of our tobacco, fugar, tin, lead, coals, a few ftufl^s, ferges, flannels, and a fmall

matter of broad cloth. But
England takes from France wine, brandy, linen, lace, fine cambricks, and cambrick

lawns, to a prodigious value ; brocades, velvets, and many other rich filk manufac-
tures, which are either run, or come by way of Holland ; the humour of fome of the

nobiHty and gentry being fuch, that although they have thofe manufatlures made as

good at home, if not better than abroad, yet they are forced to be called by the name of

French to make them fell. Their linens are run in very great quantities, as are their

wine and brandy, from the Land's-end even to the Downs.
To Flanders are exported ferges, a few flannels, a very few fluffs, fugar, tobacco,

tin, and lead.

o 2 England
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England takes from them fine lace, fine cambricks, and cambrick-lawns, Flanders

whited linens, threads, tapes, incles, and divers other commodities, to a very great

value.

To Holland the merchants export broad cloth, druggets, long ells, ftufFs of a great

many forts, leather, corn, coals, and fomethlng of almoll every kind that this kingdom
produces; befidcs all forts of India and Turkey re-exported goods, fugars, tobacco,

rice, ginger, pitch and tar, and fundry other commodities of the produce of our Ameri-

can plantations.

England takes from Holland great quantities of fine Holland linen, threads, tapes,

and incles ; whale fins, brafs battery, madder, argol, with a large number of other com-
modities and toys ; clapboard, wainfcot, &c.

To Ireland are exported fine broad cloth, rich filks, ribbons, gold and filver lace, ma-
nufaftured iron and cutlery wares, pewter, great quantities of hops, coals, dying wares,

tobacco, fugar, Eafl India goods, raw filk, hollands, and almofl: every thing they ufe, but

linens, coarfe woollens, and eatables.

England takes from Ireland woollen yarn, linen yarn, great quantities of wool in the

fleece, and fome tallow.

They have an extraordinary trade for their hides, tallow, beef, butter, &c. to Hol-

land, Flanders, France, Portugal, and Spain, which enables them to make large remit-

tances.

To the Sugar Plantations are exported all forts of cloathing, both linen, filks and wool-

len ; wrought iron, brafs, copper, all forts of houfliold-furniture, and a great part of

their food.

They return fugar, ginger, and feveral commodities, and all the bullion and gold they

can meet with, but rarely carry out any.

To the tobacco-plantations are exported cloathing, houfliold-goods, iron-manufac-

tures of all forts, faddles, bridles, brafs and copper wares; and notwithftanding they

dwell among the woods, they take their very turnery wares, and almofl; every thing elfe

that may be called the manufadlure of England.

England takes from them not only what tobacco is confumed at home, but very great

quantities for re-exportation.

To Carolina are exported the fame commodities as to the tobacco-plantations. This

country lying between the 32d and 36th degrees of northern latitude, the foil is gene-

rally fertile. The rice it produces is laid to be the belt in the world; and no country

affords better filk than has been brought from thence, though for want of fufBcient en-

couragement the quantity imported is very fmall. It is faid both bohea and green tea

have been raifed there, extraordinary good of the kind. The olive-tree grows wild, and

thrives very well, and might foon be improved fo far as to fupply us with large quanti-

ties of oil. It is faid the fly, from whence the cochineal is made, is found very common,
and if care was taken very great quantities might be made. The indigo plant grows ex-

ceedingly well. The country has plenty of iron mines in it, and would produce ex-

cellent hemp and flax, if encouragement was given for raifing it.

To Penfylvania are exported broad cloth, kerfeys, druggets, ferges, and manufactures

of all kinds.

To New-England are exported all forts of woollen-manufadurers, linen, fail-cloth, and
cordage for rigging their fliips, haberdalhery, Sec. They carry lumber and provifions

to the fugar plantations ; and exchange provifions for logwood with the logwood-cut-

ters at Campeachy. They fend pipe and barrcl-ftaves and filh to Spain, Portugal,

and the Streights. They fend pitch, tar, and turpentine to England, with fome Ikins,

7 Having
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Having confidered the trading companies, and other branches of foreign trade, I fhall

now inquire into the eflablifliment of the Bank of England.

The governor and company of the Bank of England, &c. are injoined not to trade,

or fulFer any perfon in trull for them, to trade with any of the ftock, monies or eflefts,

in the buying or felling of any merchandize or goods whatfoever, on pain of forfeiting

the treble value. Yet they may deal in bills of exchange, and in buying and felling of
bullion, gold or filver, or in felling good; mortgaged to them, and not redeemed at the

time agreed on, or within three months after, or fuch goods asfiiould be the produce of
lands purchafed by the corporation. All bills obligatory and of credit under the feal of
the corporation made to any perlbn, may by indorfement be aiTigned, and fuch aflign-

ment fhall transfer the property to the monies due upon the fame, and the afTignee may
fue in his own name.

There is at prefent due to this Bank from the government on the original

fund at 6/. />fr <:if«/. - . . - . ;^ 1,600,000
For cancelling of Exchequer bills. 3 George h - - - 1 ,500,000
Purchafed of the South Sea company - - - . 4,000,000
Annuities at 4/. per cent, charged on the duty on coals fmce Lady Day,

i7«9 - - - - - - - 1,750,000
Ditto, charged on the furplus of the funds for the lottery of 1714 - 1,250,000

Total due to the Bank of England* - 10,100,000

Give me leave to obferve here, that moft of the foreign trade of this town is tranfafted

by brokers, of which there are three forts, viz. ift, Exchange-Brokers, adly. Brokers
for goods and merchandize, and 3dly, Ship-brokers.

The Exchange-Brokers who are verfed in the courfe of Exchange, furnifli the mer-
chant with money or bills, as he has occafion for either.

The Broker of goods lets the merchant know where he may furnilh himfelf viath

them, and the fettled price ; or if he wants to fell, where he may meet with a chapman
for his effefts.

The Ship-Broker finds {hips for the merchant, when he wants to fend his goods abroad;
er goods for captains and mafters of veffels to freight their fhips with.

If it be demanded what fliare of foreign trade London hath with refpeft to the reft

of the kingdom ; it feems to have a fourth part of the whole, at leaft if we may judge by
the produce of tbe cuftoms, which are as three to twelve, or thereabouts.

As to the manufattures carried on in the city of London ; here mechanicks have ac-
quired a great deal of reputation in the world, and in many things not without reafon •

for they excel in clock and cabinet-work, in making faddles, and all forts of tools, and
other things. The door and gun locks, and fire-arms, are no where to be parallelled

:

The filk manufafture is equal to that of France, or any other country, and is prodiei-
oufly inlarged of late years. Dyers alfo are veiy numerous in and about London, and
are not exceeded by any foreigners in the beauty or durablenefs of their colours : and
thofe that print and ftain cottons and linens have brought that art to great perfection.
Printers of books, alfo, may equal thofe abroad ; but the beft paper is imported from
other countries.

The manufafliure of glafs here is equal to that of Venice, or any other country in Eu-
rope, whether we regard the coach or leoking-glaffes, perfpedtives, drinking-glafles, or
any other kind of glafs whatever. The making of pins and needles is another great ma-

* Which has been much increafed.

nufadture,
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nufafture in this town, as is that of wire-drawing of filver, gold, and other metals. The

Goldfmiths and Silverfmiths excel in their way. The Pewterers and Brafiers furnifh all

manner of veffels and implements for the kitchen, which are as neatly and fubflantially

made and furnifhed hei'e, as in any country in Europe. The trades of Hat-making and

Shoe-making employ multitudes of mechanicks ; and the Taylors are equally numer-

ous. The Cabinet, Screen, and Chair-makers contribute alfo confiderably to the adorn-

ing and furnifhing the dwelling-houfe. The common Smiths, Bricklayers, and Carpen-

ters, are no inconfiderable branch of mechanicks ; as may well be imagined in a town of

this magnitude, where fo many churches, palaces, and private buildings are continually re-

pairing, and fo many more daily ercfting upon new foundations. And this brings me
to mention the Shipwrights, who are employed in the eafl part of the town, on both

fides the river Thames, in building lliips, lighters, boats, and other veffels ; and the

Coopers, who make all the calks for domeftick and foreign fervice. The Anchorfmiths,

Ropemakers, and others employed in the rigging and fitting out (hips, are very numer-

ous ; and brewing and diflilling may be introduced among the manufadures of this

town, where fo many thoufand quarters of malt are annually converted into beer and

fpirits : And as the various kinds of beer brewed here, are not to be parallelled in the

world, either for quantity or quality ; fo the dillilling of fpirits is brought to fuch

perfeftion that the bed of them are not eafily to be diftinguiflied from French brandy.

Having already mentioned Ihip-building among the mechanick trades, give me
leave to obferve farther, that in this England excels all other nations ; the men of

war are the mofl beautiful as well as formidable machines, that ever floated on the

ocean.

As to the number of foreigners in and about this great city, there cannot be given

any certain account, only this you may depend upon, that there are more of the French

nation than of any other : fuch numbers of them coming over about the time of the re-

volution, and fince to avoid the perfecutlon of Lewis XIV, and fo many more to get their

bread, either in the way of trade, or in the fervice of perfons of quality ; and I find they

have upwards of twenty churches in this town, to each of which if we allow i ooo fouls,

then their number mull be at leaft 20,000. Next to the French nation I account moft

of the Dutch and Germans ; for there are but few Spaniards or Portuguefe, and the

latter are generally Jews ; and except the raree-fhew men, we fee fcarcc any of the na-

tives of Italy here ; though the Venetian and fome other Italian princes have their pub-

lick chapels here for the exercife of the Romifh religion.

Chap. V.

—

Of the Situation, J7itiquity, ^c. of Oxford.

OXFORD is an ancient, beautiful and pleafant city, though not of very great ex-

tent. It flands upon the rivers Charwell and Ifis: the two principal flreets of it

make the figure of a crofs, and are each of them about a mile in length. It contains

thirteen pariflies, and is encompafled on every fide with a rich and pleafant country, an

elegant and furprifing inclofure, full of a noble variety of meadows and paftures, hills,

plains, fields, woods, villages, towns, and gentlcmens feats, in a clear, open, and whole-

fome air. There goes a very dark tradition, that this city was firll built by Mempric,

Icing of the Britains, above a thoufand years before the birth of Chrift, and that he gave

the place the name of Caer Mempric which afterwards it exchanged for that of Rydy-

chen or Oxenford ; for fo Rydychen fignifies in the Old Britifli or Welch. It is alfo

told that Arviragus, a Britifli king, was the founder of this univcrfity ; that he erefted it

within the firft century after Chrill, and that St. Germain, bifhop of Auxerre, formed

the polity and conftitution of it towards the latter end of the fourth. From the

Angular
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fingular agreeablenefs of its fituation, it derived alfo the name of Bellofitum, as much
as to fay, the feat of rural fatisfadion and delight. When the Saxons had reduced it to

ruinous circumflances, king Vortigcrn is faid to have reftored it to a flourifhing condition

;

which when it had loil; again by the Danes, king Alfred reinflated, and fo eftabliihed it,

that it has preferved it (though not without fome confiderable interruptions) to this day.

About 1 70 years afterwards we find it defcribcd by Ingulphus, abbot of Croyland, as a

thriving and celebrated feniinary, and feat of learning : and to come lower, Matthew
Paris tells us, it had no Icfs than 3000 clergy fludents of it, in his time.

It is diftributcd i:Tto two bodies, the academicks, and the citizens, equally inhabitants

of the fame place, but diflcring very confidcrably from one another in their employments^

manners, and privileges. The jurifdidion rnd authority of the univerfity is much more
extcnfive than that of the town. The magiftracy of the univerfity not only take place

of that of the town, but controul and over-rule them, even in mod of thofe affairs that

more immediately concern the city itfeif. Not only the chancellor and vice-chancellor,

but the proftors, who are officers inferior to the former, arc impowered to punifli either

townfmen or fojourners, in cafe of miihehaviour, either with imprifomnent, corporal

punifliment, or removal, Thefe have alfo their officers, called clerks of the market,

who take cai'e that no unwholefome meat is fold there, and regulate the prices, weights,

meafures, &c. In a word the univerfity has as many officers as anfwer the feveral iu-

terelfs and occafions of her members, and thefe invefled with as much authority and
power as is neceflary for that purpofe. * And for the further fecurity and advantage of this

learned body, Henry III. conftituted four aldermen and eight ailbciates, chofen and to

be chofen out of the mod eminent of the citizens, to relLrain the citizens from whatfoever

infolencies they might offer, or violences they might attempt againft the fcholars. And
the power he gave them for this end was very competent and ample, but limited with

the obligation of an oath, which the mayor, aldermen, bailiffs, and fifty others of the

principal citizens, are obliged to renew every year in the chief church of the univer-

fity, to maintain all the rights, privileges, and liberties of the univerfity. And as an
acknowledgement and token of their duty herein, the mayor and citizens aforefaid

do every year, upon Scholaftica-day* as it is called, that is, on February the I3th5

pay every one a penny publickly to the univerfity afl'embled upon occafion of this fo-

lemnity.

The univerfity is privileged to fend two reprefentatives to parliament, by a charter from
King James I. anno 1603.

The univerfity has a right to make its own laws, which accordingly it has altered and
changed as feemed moft luitable to the variations of exigencies and emergencies. Henry
V. who had his education here, began a reformation of the fl:atutes as they flood in his

time, which himfelf not living to finifli, the univerfity entered upon the profecution of

his defigns, but without fuccefs. As fruitlefs were the fucceeding efforts, that were
made to this purpofe, in the reign of king Henry VIII. by cardinal Wolfey, and again in

the reign of king Edward VI. and then in the reign of queen Mary by cardinal Pool,

and laftly by William Earl of Pembroke, Chancellor of Oxford ; until in the reign of
king Charles I. (who prefled the completion of this great work with repeated importu-
nities, and was pleafed to forward it with his princely aflifliance and advice) it was brought
to perfeftion by Dr. William Laud, lord Archbifliop of Canterbury ; and the ftatutes

thus amended and reformed, having paffed the judgement and approbation of the uni-

verfity, and the fealsof the king, and of the archbilhop and chancellor, were moft hum-

• A Romifh faiot, faid to be the filler of St. Bcnedia, who fouuded the Bencdidine monks.
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bly and joyfully received by the univerfity affembled in convocation, and fworn and fub-

cribed to by the heads of houfes.

The chancellor of Oxford is chofen in convocation, by fcrutiny or coUeftion of votes.

His province or office is to guard and preferve the government and good order of the

whole univerfity ; to take care that its rights, privileges and liberties, fuft'er no violation

or diminution ; to convene convocations and congregations : to promote to degrees

;

to hear and determine difputes and controverfies ; to prefide and aft as judge in his own
court ; to pur.iQi offenders; and to fee that the mayor and citizens renew their oath be-

fore-mentioned every year to the univerfity, &c. His jurifdiftion extends five miles

round Oxford.

The high-fleward is chofen by the chancellor, who recommends him to the univer-

fity for their approbation and confirmation of his choice. His office and duty is to

defend and maintain the rights, liberties, and privileges of the univerfity ; to be ready

upon their motion and application, to afiift the chancellor, or his vice-chancellor, and
the proclors, in the difcharge and execution of their offices ; and to judge and pafs fen-

tence in capital caufes, by virtue of mandate or commiffion from the chancellor, accord-

ing to the laws of the realm, and the privileges of the univerfity.

The vice-chancellor nuift be one of the heads ot the colleges, and is recommended
to the univerfity by the chancellor's nomination. His office is to fupply the chancellor's

place, and he afts with fuch ample power as his deputy, that his afts of authority are

equivalent to the chancellor's, except in fome cafes extraordinary. It is incumbent

upon him to take care that the fermons be duly preached, the lectures read, and the ex-

ercifes performed ; that offenders be difcovered and punifhed ; that hereticks and fchifma*

ticks be expelled and fent out of the bounds of his jurifdiftion; that the prodtors and

other officers, and the fervants of the univerfity, acquit themfelves as they ffiould do in

their refpeftive polls and duties; that the univerfity receive no damage in the efiates and

property belonging to it, and that its writings and records be carefully and faithfully pre-

ferved ; that all things go on regularly and orderly in his court, and that the mayor,

&c. renew their oath annually to the univerfity : In a word, to contribute his beft

endeavours for the vindication and promotion of the honour andintercll of the univer-

fity, the encouragement of merit and virtue, and the progrefs and advancement of

learning.

The two proclors are chofen every year out of the colleges, which have their turns,

two at a time, of elec'lion affigned them, in a certain courfe or order, fpecified and a]i-

pointed by the royal authority for that purpofe. They are elected by the mailers of their

particular colleges. Their office and duty is to take care of, and lupervife the univerfity's

affairs and accounts ; to afk and gather the votes of congregations and convocations in

fcrulinics ; to adminifl.er oaths at the taking of degrees ; to fee that the writings, re-

cords, and monuments of the univerfity, be preferved fafe and intire ; to attend the

academical exercifes and ads ; to find out diforderly perfons, and thofe that keep ill

houfes ; and to make inquiry after all violations and infringements of the (latutes and

privileges of the univerfity, and to punifh the authors of them.

The publick orator's bufinefs is to draw up fuch letters for the univerfity, as the con-

vocation or congregation have determined fliall be fent, and to read what he has writ,

in the convocatior-houfe : he is alio to make orations or fpeechcs, fuitcd

to times and occafions, upon the reception or entertainment of princes and

people of high rank and ftation, when they come to the univerfity, or upon

any other emergency, when the vice-chancellor fliall think it proper for him to make a

Ipeech-
The
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The chancellor, and in his abfence the vice-chancellor, has fix beadles to attend hini

;

three of the fupcrior order, one for the profeflioa of divinity, one for law, and on(»

for phyfick and arts, w ho are efquircs by their places, and whofe flaves arc gilt ; and

three of an inferior order, called alfo ycoinen-beadles, whofe Raves are only j*lain

filvcr.

The bufinefs of the beadles is to attend the chancellor or vice-chancellor, to walk
before him, with their flaves erected, when he goes abroad, cfpecially upon publick

bufinefs; to carry his orders and commands ; and, at his pleafure, to feize upon the

perfons of delinquents, and convey them into cultody. Citations and fummons, giving

publick notice ol court-days and convocations, are another part of their office ; as it is

alfo to conduct the preachers to church, and the profelTors and ledurers to the ichools,

and afterwards to bring them home again, &c. The beadles walk with the heads of

their flaves upwards before the chancellor, downwards before the vice-chancellor.

Befide the beadles, there is a virger, who is not tied to fo conflant attendance as the

beadles, but only at fome certain times, and upon more folemn and extraordinary oc-

cafions, goes before the chancellor or vice-chancellor, at the head of the beadles, with

a fdver wand or rod in his hand.

There arefeveral other officers and fervants oflefs note belonging to the univerfity.

But thefe we Ihall omit.

The univerfity- church is that which is dedicated to the blefTed virgin, and flands

very conveniently for the univerfity's ufe, in the middle of the city, and as it were in

the centre of the colleges. It is a magnificent and regular ftrufture both without and
within, and a very high and beautiful fleeple (confpicuous for feveral miles) riles from
the middle of it. The nave, or body of the church, is the place for the univerfity

fermons and prayers. The vice-chancellor's, doftor's, noblemen's, and pro£tor's

feats are at the wfil end ; and the mailers have their feats lower, and nearer the pulpit.

The batchelors of arts, and under-graduates, above fervitors, fit in galleries raifed

againft the weft end of the church, and part of the two fides. After a Latin fermon,

at the beginning of evei^ term, the facrament is celebrated in the choir of the church by
the doftore and mailers, &c. And at certain times the doftors and mailers are obliged,

when they come to church, to appear in their hoods and fcarlet gowns.
The theatre, a very large, magnificent, and elegant pile of building, was raifed by

dodor Gilbert Sheldon, late lord archbifhop of Canterbury. The back part of it is

femicircular, which makes the form of the whole approach near to that of an half

oval. All that part of it which is under ground, and that which is above the flat roof,

are offices for printing, drying the fheets, &c. And that ample and augufl room be-

tween is dedicated to the exercifes and occafions of the univerfity at their publick ads,

and upon other fpecial or extraordinary folemnities. The diflribution and order of

feats and places at thofe times is as follows : the vice-chancellor, the profeflbrs, doc-

tors, curators of the theatre, noblemen, and inceptors in the higher profeffions or
faculties, have their places in a femicircular range of feats rifing one above another.

The vice-chancellor fits in a large handfome elbow-chair made of oak, in the middle of

the uppermofl row. That part of the area, which is next under the dodors, and is

railed in at the time of ads, is at that time the place for the inceptors in arts ; at other

times the whole lies open, and is common to all maflers of arts, regent and not re-

gent. The lower galleries on either hand, that join the place of the dodors, are for

the non-regent maflers, and at the ends of them there ftand out rojlrums, or large

fquare feats, in a fort of pulpit form, for the two proctors. The lower gallery beyond
that on the well-fide is for the gentlemen of the univerfity of Cambridge. That oppo-

voL. 11. p , fite
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iite to it, on the eafl: fide, is for ftrangers. The two lower galleries, on each fide of

the front-door, are for ladies, The gallery above them is for the niufick. The gal-

leries over the non-regent mafters are for gentlemen-commoners and baichelors of arts.

That over the gentlemen of Cambridge, and that over the ftrangers, are for com-
moners, fcholars of houfes, and under-graduates in general. That part of the area or

floor, which is without the rails, is open to all other comers. The whole roof enter-

tains the eye with a noble piece of painting ; and perhaps the world has not a piece of

art more admirable in that kind, than the contrivance of the timber work that keeps up
fo wide a flat roof. 1 his edifice ftands in an open place or yard ; the front facing the

divinity-fchool, with iron palifades before the back part ; and on the two fides are two
walls, v>'ith convenient cavities in them, in which are placed that rare colledtion of re-

mote antiquity, the Arundellan and Seldenian marbles ; the former given to the uni-

verfity by the honourable Henry Howard, grandfon of Thomas earl of Arundel ; the

latter by the executors of Mr. Selden, diftinguiflied by the letter S from the Arunde-
llan, which are marked with the letter H. And that the fame munificence which had
reared this mighty fabrick, might fecure it from any danger of decay, his grace the

archbifhop gave further 2,000 pounds to buy an eftate, the revenues of which he
afiigned for repairing the theatre j and whatever overplus fhould remain after that was
taken care of, to go to the ufe and further furniture of the printing-houfe, whofe let-

ters, prefles, &c. were alfo all at firft his grace's benefadion.

The Divinity fchool is an ancient building, not only roofed, but intirely built with

free-ftone. It was no lefs than fifty-three years in building and finifliing, being begun
anno 1427, and not finifhedtill the year 1480. The work of the roof is very curious

and ornamental.

The Schools of Arts being built contiguous to the two ends of that part or extent of

the Bodleian library, which looks eaflward, make a fpacious and fplendid quadrangle,

or fquare court. Under the eafi: fide of the Bodleian library, which is the weft of the

fchool's quadrangle, is theProfchohum, a fpacious handfome walk before the Divinity-

fchool, in which candidates for degrees, in token of fupplicating for them, ftand with

their heads uncovered before their graces are propofed. On the fouth fide are the

fchools of medicine or anatomy, rhetorick, natural philofophy, and mufick. On the

north fide ai'e the fchools of law, moral philofophy, languages, grammar, and hiftory.

On the eaft are the fchools of geometry and arithmetick, aftronomy, nietaphyficks,

logick ; between which ftands a lofty tower, the lower part of it being the great gate or

porch of entrance, over which is a mathematical library for the Savilian profeflbr ; and

oyer that, part of the fchool's gallery ; over that, the univerfity archives or repofitory

for its records and writings ; and at top is an aftronomical obfervatory. The weft fide

of this tower, which fronts the area of the fchools, is adorned with beautiful columns,

rifing on either fide in pairs, and anfwering to the five divifions aforefaid ; the firft pair

being of the Tufcan order, the fecond of Dorick, the third the lonick, the fourth the

Corinthian, and the fifth the Compofite. At the top of the fourth divifion there fits a

figure of King James I. holding out a book in his right hand to fame founding a trum-

pet, and in his left another to a matron, reprefenting the univerfity.

The fchool of medicine or anatomy contains a very rich and copious treafure of ex-

traordinary productions both of nature and art, befides many rare antiquities, and

other remarkable curiofities.

The botanick or phyfick garden is fituate without the eaft gate of the town, on the

weft bank of the river Charwell ; the front of it is oppofite to the fouth fide of Magdalen
eollcgc. The ground (which was formerly a burying-place belonging to the Jews, but,
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at the time when the earl of Danby purchafed it, belonged to Magdalen college) was
bought and furniflied with rich and beautiful variety of plants, and the walls and the

portals of ftone, very beautiful, were built by Henry earl of Danby, who, having re-

Iblvcd to immortalize his memory, by fome confiderable benefaftion to che univerfuy,

and having fome time deliberated with himfelf what benefaftion might be moft ufeful

and fcrviceable to them, at length came to a refolution (that I may ulc the words of his

own infcription) " of doing glory to God, honour to the king, and fervice to the uni-

verfity and the publick," in this liberal donation, which coil his lordlhip 5,000/. be-

fides which, he fpared neither trouble nor charge to (tock the garden with valuable and
ufeful plants of all forts and fpecies : this garden was levelled and laid out, and the

walls and porches built, in the years 1632 and 1633.
There are two profeflbrs or lefturers of divinity, the Regius and the Margaret pro-

feflbr ; as they are commonly called.

His duty is to expound fome part of holy fcripture, twice every week, in term-time,

on Mondays and Fridays, at nine of the clock in the morning, in the divinity-fchool,

and to moderate at the difputations every Thurfday at one of the clock at noon.

The Margaret profefforfhip was founded anno 1 496.

His duty is to expound fome part of holy fcripture, every week in term-time, on
Tuefdays and Thurfdays, at nine of the clock in the morning.

Phyfick profeflbrlhip was founded and endowed by King Henry VIII. anno 1 540.
His duty is to read upon Hippocrates or Galen, twice a week in term-time, viz. on

Tuefdays and Fridays, at eight of the clock in the morning, in the medicine or anatomy
fchool.

The profefforfhip of civil law was founded anno 1 540, and endowed anno 1 546, by
King Henry VIII.

His duty is to expound fome part of the Coi-pus Juris Chnlis^ efpecially fuch titles as

may be of moft ufe in this kingdom, twice every week in term-time, viz. on Tuefdays

and Thurfdays, at ten of the clock in the morning, in the fchool of law.

The Hebrew profefforfhip was founded and endowed at the fame time with that of

civil law, and by the fame royal hand.

His duty is to illuftrate the grammatical part, and the idioms or proprieties of the

Hebrew, out of the Hebrew text of holy fcripture ; and this he is obliged to do twice a

week in term-time, on Wednefdays and Saturdays, between the hours of one and two
in the afternoon.

The Greek profefforihip was alfo founded and endowed by King Henry VII f. and at

the fame time with the Hebrew.
His duty is to inftrucl his auditors with critical remarks and obfervations, ufeful for

their improvement in the grammatical and idiomatical part, upon Homer, Demolthenes,

Ifocrates, Euripides, or any other of the old and claffical Greek authors. And this he

is to do twice a week in term-time, on Wednefdays and Saturdays, between the hours

of one and two in the afternoon.

The forcgohig ledlurefhips or profefforfhips (the Margaret excepted) are in the gift

of the crown.

The Arabick lecture was founded by Dr. William Laud, lord archbifhop of Canter-

bury, and chancellor of the univerfity, anno 1636, and endowed by the fame munificent

hand, anno 1640.

His duty is to read upon ancient and approved authors ; to dillinguifh and illuftrate

the proprieties and elegances of the language ; to exprefs and explain the grammatical

Icnfe and conftrui^ion j to Ihcw the affinity between the Arabick, Hebrew, and

p 2 Syriackj
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Syriack; to ftay fome time in the fchool after his le£lure is finiflied, and anfwer fuch

queftions and difficulties as to which his auditors fhall defire to be fatisfied, &:c. He is

to read in vacations, on Wednefdays at nine o'clock in the mcrning, and in Lent at

eight, in the fchool of Languages.

The hiltory profeflbrlhip was founded and endowed in the year 1622, by William

Cainden, Efq. Clarenceux, king at arms, and mailer of arts in this univerfity.

This profeffor is to read upon Lucius Florus, or fome other ancient claflical hiftorian

of good note, twice a week in term-time, ;. e. on Mondays and Fridays, between the

hours of one and two in the afternoon.

The moral philofophy leQure was founded and endowed by Thomas White, D. D.

prebendary of St. Paul's, canon of Chrift- Church, and treafurer of the church of Salif-

bury, atmo 1621, which ledlure, by the founder's appointment, was, after his death, to

be held no longer than five years by one man, who was to be immediately fucceeded by

anv one of the fame college.

His duty is to read upon and expound, and briefly difcufs Ariftotle's ethicks, politicks,

ceconomicks, twice in the week in term-time, viz. on Tuefdays and Fridays, at eight

o'clock in the morning. The firfl of thefe lefturers was William Price, M. A. and flu-

dent of Chrifl-Church.

The natural philofophy lecture was founded and endowed by Sir William Sedley, knt.

and bart. of Aylesford in Kent, anito 1622.

His duty is to read upon and expound Ariflotle'sphyficks, or his books de Ccelo and

Mundo, his Meteorology, his Parva Naturalia, his books de Anima, or de Generalione

and Corruptione, twice a week in term-time, upon Wednefdays and Saturdays, at eight

o'clock in the morning, in the Natural Philofophy fchool.

The two leclures of geometry and aflronomy were founded and endowed by Sir

Henry Savile, knt. and firfl warden of Merton, then provoft of Eaton college, anno

1619.
The profeffor of geometry is obliged to read twice every week in term-time, viz. oa

Wednefdays and Saturdays, at eight o'clock iii the morning, in the geometry fchool,

upon Euclid's Elements, Apollonius's Conicks, and Archimedes's books, to commit his

leftures to writing, and to leave them, for the benefit of poflerity, in the mathematical

library.

The profeffor of aflronomy is obliged to read twice every week in term-time, viz. on
Mondays and Thursdays, at eight o'clock in the morning, in the aflronomy fchool, upon
Ptolemy's Almegill, Copernicus, &c. to commit his lectures to writing, and to leave

them, for the benefit of poflerity, in the mathematical hbrary.

It is alfo part of the geometry profeiVor's province, at fuch other times as the uni-

verfity fliall approve of, to teach and explain the principles and rules of arithmetick,

pradical geometry, niufick, and mechanicks ; as it belongs to the aflronomy pro-

feffor's place to teach and explain the principles, &c. of opticks, gnomonicks, geogra-

pliy, and navigation, fo far as it is purely maihcmatical. But both profellors were
iibiblutely forbid meddling with judicial aflrology, calculation of nativities, and the

like.

Befides the authors aforementioned, which eitlier profefl'or is obliged to read

upon, both of them are permitted by their founder to read upon, if they pleafe, The-
odofius's and Menelaus's Sphericks, and the dodlrine of Triangles, both plain and fphe-

rical.

The mufick leflure was founded and endowed by William Heyther, who belonged to

the king's chapel,^ and was doi^or in mufick of this univerfity, anno 1626.

This
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This profeffor's duty is to read upon the theory of this art once or oftcncr, in every

term, between eight and jiine o'clock in the morning, in the Mufick fchool. Befides

which, another branch of liis foundation was a praxis of mufick to be performed in the

faid fchool every Thurfday in every term, except Lent term.

The anatomy lefture was founded and endowed by Richard Tomlyns, of Weftminfter,
Efq. anno 1623,

His bufinefs is every fpring publickly to flicw, teach, and explain the fituation, na-

ture, ufes and offices of the fcvcral parts of a human body ; and to read upon a
fkeleton every Michaelmas term, at the hours appointed for leiSlures in phyfick.

This le£ture goes along with that of medicine. There is likewife a chymiflrv pro-
feffor.

The botany lefture was founded and endowed by Henry Danvers, earl of Danby,
anno 1640 ; but neither the ledure nor foundation fettled till the year 1669.

This profeflbr is not tied to certain times of reading, which he could not be becaufa

of the uncertainty of the grovi'th and maturation of the plants. His bufinefs is to

diftinguifh the feveral fpecies, and explain the properties and virtues of them.
The poetry lefture was founded by Henry Birkhead, of All-Souls college.

Befides these endowed puofefforfliips and lectures there are alfo four not endowed, viz..

metaphyficks, logick, rhetorick, and grammar. Sir Edwin Sandys, baronet, left in his

will a very liberal endowment for the firft, but the univerfity were difappointed of it.

This lefturer is to read twice every week in the term, in the fchool of Metaphyficks, at

^
eight o'clock in the morning, on Tuefdays and Fridays, upon Ariftotlc's nictaphyficks,

to explain the text, and briefly to difpute over queflions.

The logic leflurer is to read every week in term, on Mondays and Thurfdays, at

eight o'clock in the morning, in the Logick fchool, upon Porphyry's introduftion, or
any part of Ariftotle's logick, and to difpute over queflions relating to what he reads
upon, with all convenient brevity.

The rhetorick ledlurer is to read every week in term, on Mondays and Thurfdays, at

eight o'clock in the morning, in the Rhetorick fchool, upon Ariftotle's, Tully's, Ouin-
tilian's, or Hermogenes's rhetorick; and to eoileft their rules and obfervations into a
fyftem or body.

The grammar lecturer is to read every week in term, on Tuefdays and Fridays, at

eight o'clock in the morning, in the Grammar fchool, either upon the technical part, or
grammar properly fo called, out of Prifcian, Linacer, or fome other approved gram-
marian ; or upon the critical or philological part, the fubjeft of antiquities, Greek or
Roman.

Thefe four lafi: profeflbrs are chofen every two years ; and their ftipends are collec-

tions from the inceptors,. and other members of the univerfity, only the indigent ones
excepted.

The publick aft (unlefs difpenfed with by a vote of convocation) is celebrated every
year upon the firll Monday after the feventh day of July, and the vefpers, as they are
called, on the Saturday before.

The whole folemnity is ufhered in by the encania, or more polite exercifes, which are-

performed in the theatre on the Friday before, beginning at one o'clock in the after-

noon. Thefe exercifes are opened by two of the inceptors in arts with elegant
orations. Then follow mathematical, critical, chronological queltions, kc. together
with the difcuflion of them: and laftly, philological compofitions both in verfe and.
profe.

On
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On Saturday, the next day after, the vcfpera are celebrated ; wheti all the profeflbrs

or readers in arts are obliged to meet at St. Mary's, every one in his academical habit,

at eight o'clock in the morning ; from whence they go afterwards in proceffion to the

fchools, the beadles going before them; and every one taking his feat in his proper fchool,

reads a Ie6lure in his proper profcffion or art.

'I'he other profeffors or ledurers read at the ufual hours, in the refpeftive fchools,

drefled in their proper academical robes or habits. Only the Margai'et profeflbr, Avhofe

ordinary hour of reading is nine o'clock, upon this occafion reads at eight ; and the fe-

veral profeflbrs of phyfick, Hebrew, Greek, and hi.lory, read at nine o'clock. While
thefe lectures are reading, all the inceptors, in their feveral faculties, are obliged to go
round the fchools in their academical habits, with their heads bare, and the beadles going

before them, and to defire the prefence of the profeflbrs at the vcj'pers that afternoon,

and the comitia on Monday. »

In the afternoon, at one of the clock, the inceptors in every faculty begin their difpu-

tations, which continue until five. The inceptors in arts difpute in the theatre, and
thofe in medicine, lav/ and divinity, difpute in the fchools appropriated to their refpec-

tive faculties. And to prevent the inconvenience of any queftions of a dangerous or

pernicious nature, or tending more to cavil, fophiftry and contention, than real edifica-

tion and improvement, the thefes which are to be difputed on in every faculty, either in

the "jefpers or the comitia, are propofed fome time before in the convocation-houfe, there

to be approved by the ruling part of the univerfity, without whieh they mull not be dif-

puted on.

On Sunday there are two fermons preached, peculiarly diflinguifhed as a£l:-fermons,

at St. Mary's, in Englilh, one at ten o'clock in the morning, the other at three in the af-

ternoon.

On Monday, about nine o'clock in the morning, all the inceptors meet in the eaft

chapel or choir of St. Mary's church, being conduced thither from their refpedive

colleges and halls by the beadles. There they go to prayers, which being over, they

come up to the communion-table, and there, with all decency and reverence, they make
their offerings ; the vice-chancellor firft, then the inceptors, and then the proftors. Af-

ter this they go to the theatre, and there they enter upon the exercifes of the aft, properly

fo called, in the midft of a thronging circle, and a prodigious concourfe of obferving and

attentive auditors and fpedators ; the learned and the curious, quality and gentry,

flowing at that time, in numerous companies to Oxford, not only from all parts of

Great Britain and Ireland, but from Germany and other countries of the Continent.

The inceptors in every faculty propofe and difpute upon three queftions, in due
order, form, and method. The inceptors in arts are the firft performers ; and the next

are the inceptors in mufick, if there be any ; of whom it is required, that they Ihould

entertain the affembly with one or two compofitions and perfomiances, confifting at leaft

of fix or eight parts, in a concert of mufick vocal and inftrumental. This done, they

are prefented to their degrees in mufick by the Savilian profeflbrs. Then follow the

creations and difputations in phyfick, law, and divinity. And all thefe ceremonies and

exercifes having pafled in due form and order, the vice-chancellor clofes the att with a

fpeceh, in which he recites what has happened the year before for the advantage and to

the honour of the univerfity, and particularly what benefadions the munificence of its

patrons and friends has conferred upon it.

On the Tuefday after, a Latin fcrmon, ad drum, is preached in St. Mary's

church, at eight o'clock in the morning : And the inceptors in arts arc made actual

mailers.

It
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It is not my province to inform you of the feveral gradations and changes this uni-

yerfity has undergone in its publick. library ; and therefore I fhall only remark, that

its prefent elleem is owing to the generous benefaftions of Sir Thomas Bodlcy ; whofe

reform and improvement of the place itfelf was not compleated until after the year

1599. And that rich colledion of books which he gave, and for which he had traf-

ficked to very diflant kingdoms and countries, foon grew to a much greater bulk by
thofe other large benefaftions which flowed to this library, either froui the coffers or the

ftudies of publick-fpirited men ; as particularly Bobert carl of Effex gave three hun-
dred volumes, mod of them folios ; Thomas Sackvill, lord-treafurer, and chancellor

of the univerfity, gave a hundred pounds ; Robert Sidney, vifcount Liflc, gave a hun-
dred pounds : George Gary, lord Hunfden, gave a hundred and twenty volumes

;

George Gent, Efq. gave a hundred and feventy volumes ; Thomas Allen, M. A. of

Gloucefler-hall, gave eighteen manufcripts out of his private library ; and Thomas
James, M. A. who was defigned to be the firfl: librarian, gave about a hundred manu-
fcripts, befides fome printed books ; the lord Mountjoy, afterwards earl of Devonfhire,

gave a hundred pounds ; the dean and chapter of Exeter, one hundred thirty-two ma-
nufcripts; Tobias Matthew, bilhop of Durham, fifty pounds; Henry Brook, lord Cob-
ham, fifty pounds, &c. The founder has by his fiatutes appointed two librarians, an upper
and an under one, afligning the former a falary of almofl 40/. per annum, and the

latter 10/. a year, befides 8/. a year for the door-keeper : he has alfo appointed eight

curators, the vice-chancellor and proftors for the time being, and the profeflbrs of di«

vinity, law, phyfick, Hebrew^, and Greek, who are once in the year to go to the library

as vifitors, and examine the fiate of it, and whether any of the books have been ftolen

or abufed. The fame generous founder perfuaded the bookfellers of London to a re-

folution, of fending a copy of every book they printed to the library, which afterwards

they were required to do by an ad of parliament. And he fpared neither pains nor ex-

pence in procuring ftill more and more books for this repofitory of learning. I proceed
to an enumeration of the chief benefaftors to the publick library, that followed fo worthy
an example. Henry Piercy, earl of Northumberland, gave 100/. Sir George Gary, 95/.
Sir Walter Ralegh, 50/. Sir John Scudamore, 40/. Dr. Ihomas Bilfon, bifliop of
Winchefter, 50/. Sir George More, of the county of Surrey, 40/. and Ibme books

;

Robert Cecil, vifcount Cranbourne, and afterwards earl of Salifijury, 66/. 13^. 4^/.

William Paget, baron of Beaudefert, 100/. Henry Wryothefley, earl of Southampton,
100/. The lady Alice Owen of London, widow, 100/. Sir Charles Dan vers, 100/.

Owen Uroodd, dean of Armagh, 66/. i2,s. 4.d. George Abbot, archbifhop of Canter-
bury, 50/. The dean and chapter of Windfor, one hundred and fifty manufcripts

;

Thomas Twyne, ot Lewes in SufTex, about one hundred and twenty manufcripts ; Wil-
liam James, bifliop of Durham, ico/. Charles Crooke, of Cornwal, gentleman, a le-

gacy of 100/. Sir William Sedley, knight and baronet, 100/. Sir Thomas Roe, bart. a
very large coUeftion of Oriental books.

This library not affording room for the books that were given to it. Sir Thomas Bod-
ley added a length or gallery to it, looking eaftward, fupported by the pro/c/joliurn or paf-

fage before the divinity fchool ; by which addition he gave the library the figure of the
letter T. And the univerfity afterwards raifed the weft fide, which contains the wefl
gallery of the library, the convocation-houfe, and the apodytcrium, partly at his own cx-
pence, and partly out of benefactions. By this laft addition the form of the library

came to refemble the letter H. In this wefl part is that vaft collection of Greek manu-
cripts, called the Baroccian manufcripts, having been procured out of the Baroccian
library in Italy,- and given to the univerfity by William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke,

and
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and chancellor of the univcvfity. On the right hand of thefe are 235 volumes, or more,
which were given by Sir Kenehn Digby. On the left are the nianufcripts which were
given by Wiliiam Laud, archbifliop of Cantei'bury. Thefe nianufcripts are in a great

variety of languages, as Hebrew, Syriack, Chaldee, Egyptian, Ethiopick, Armenian,
Arabick, Periick, Turcick, RuHian, Chinefe, Japan, Greek, Latin, Italian, French,

Saxon, Englifli, Irifli, &c. Afterwards, in the year 1659, almoft all the rell of this

weft fide was filled by the acceffion of Mr. Selden's library, confifting of more than

8,000 volumes.

The MitfcEum JJ}.moIcanu?n, as It is called, or that edifice which is diftrlbuted into

the Chymick office, the fchool of natural hiftory, and the Afhmolean Study, properly

fo called. Is regular, beautiful, and lofty, fituateon the weft of the theatre. It was
built by the univerlky, who laid the foundation in the year 1679, and finilhed it in

1683. It was defigned chiefly, as I was told, for the ufes of medicine and natural phi-

lofophy. The upper large room Is delightfully and pompoufly lined with a furprlfing

fcene and a prodigious variety of curlofities, both natural and artificial, befides very

valuable antiquities, given by Ellas Aflmiole, Efq. Dr. Robert Huntingdon, &c.

The ftrufture of this printing-houfe Is very large, fplendid, and magnificent. It is

fituated on the eaft of the theatre, and Is called the Clarendon printlng-houfe, In honour

of the late lord-chancellor Clarendon, and In acknowledgment of that noble and ad-

vantageous benefaftion (his lordfhip's hiftory) which Is two fons, the right honourable

the earls of Clarendon and Rochelter, made a prefent of in manufcrlpt to the univer-

fity. This printing-houfe was erefted at the unlverfity's charge.

Before any colleges were built, the refidence for ftudents ufed to be In citizens

Jioufes ; and thefe places were called halls, by way of diftiudion : and the fcholars in

thefe hails. If they were not fuch as maintained themfelves upon their own bottom,

were provided for by men of high ftations or great eftates, bifhops, noblemen, &c.

Again, others rather chofe religious houfes to follow their ftudles in, but without any

monaftick vows. But thefe conveniencies gave way to much better upon the eredlon

of colleges, firft called halls, as thofe private houfes or places of lodging had been

where the bufiness ofeducation and learning went on before.

Thofe focieties, which are called colleges, confift ofa head or governor, and a number
of fellows, or of fellows and fcholars. Thefe heads are varloufly called, in one houfe

prefident, in another provoft. In another reftor. In another warden, in another mafter,

in another principal, in Chrlft-church, dean. They are chofen by the fellows ; only

the deanof Chrlft-church, together with the canons, is of royal nomination. Each of

the colleges has a confiderable eftate, out of which the head, the fellows, the fcholars,

the officers and fervants, receive good ftipends for their maintenance : and above a

thoufand pcrfons are this way liberal y provided for In this place. The head and fellows

chufe officers every year; a vice-prefident, or fub warden, or whatever name he

bears, who ads for the prefident, In his abfence ; a dean, who looks after the exercifes

of learning that are to be done In the houfe, and the morals and behaviour of the

fcholars (the latter part is, In Chrift-church, the office of the two cenfors) ; and a

burfer or burfcrs, who take care of the college eftate, and keep the college accounts.

The fcholars of the houfe, and all undcr-graduates and batchelors of arts, are under

the government of the fellows, as well as of the head ; the fellows are under the go-

vernment of the head ; and both fubjed to thejurifdidlon of the vifitor, in whom Is the

laft relort of ordinary power, and who compofcs all differences, and decides all difputcs

.among them. Every one of thefe focieties, except ChrlU-church (whei'e occafional de-

tcrmkuitlons and appointments of the dean and chapter ai-e inftead of a la;v) are obliged

7 to
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to obferve certain cuftoms and ftatutes according to tlie injuniStions and regulations of
founders and bencfaftors. The fellows, or other graduates, by the appointment, or
with the leave of the head, undertake the office of tutors, which is to govern more im-
mediately ihe non-graduates intrufted to their care, to watch their behaviour, and in-

fpeft their manners, to teach them the fevcral parts or branches of academical learning,
&c. y\.nd for this their tutors are handfomely rewarded according to the quality of
the pupil. Befide the chamber-tutors, every college has its publick lecturers, who
read to the youth in the hall or chapel, and prefide over their publick cxercifes. The
members of thefe focieties are divided, cither with refpect to univerfity dcorees into
doftors, batchelors of the three faculties, mailers of arts, batchelors of arts, and non-
graduates ; or, with refpeft to their private conditions and circumftances, into noble-
men, whether of the upper order, as princes, ' dukes, &c. or baronets and knights of
the lower, and gentlemen-commoners ; all which are admitted to converfation and de-
cent familiarity with the head and fellows, and commoners, who live like gentlemen,
and fervitors, v.ho fubfifi; in a great meafure upon the menial offices in which they at-

tend upon others. Thefe and the commoners are not ordinarily admitted to the con-
verfation of the fellows till they come to be mailers of arts, or at leafl batchelors

where there are batchelor- fellows. The fellows generally are chofen out of the fcholars

of the houfe, that enjoy the leffi;r endowments in fubordination to the fellowfliips. They
have their dated hours of prayer, at leafl twice a day, publick and private leftures and
exercifes, hours of ftudying, &c. and are puniflied for delinquencies and omiffions by
little fines cdWedfcoices, by impofition of talks extraordinary, by croffing or flopping

of their names in the manciple's and butler's books, fo that they cannot eat or drink
upon their own account till that crofs or flop be taken oft"; and, in worfe cafes, by
difmiffing them from the college for a time, or (if neceffity requires) for altogether.

Befides the Bodleian or univerfity Hbrary, common to the academical body, every college

has its own library, into which no fcholars of the houfe, commoners, or fei-vitors are ad-
mitted, till they have taken the degree of batchelor of arts, or are of three years flanding,

being entered upon the law-line : they eat together at dinner and fupper in the publick
hall, at different tables, according to their different degrees and denominations

; only the
fervitors wait on the refl till they have dined or fupped. After meals, the fellows,

noblemen, gentlemen-commoners, and commoner-maflers, retire to a place which is

called the common-room, where they refrefli themfelves for fome time with converfa-

tion and diverfions. 1 he batchelors of arts have alfo fuch a common-room in fome
colleges. They mufl be, according to the flatutes of the univerfity, in the college at

nine o'clock at night. Their chambers, generally fpeaking, are commodious and
handfome, and not a few of them very fplendid and well ornamented. They have
feveral under-officers, who have good falaries, as their fleward, their manciple, who
markets for them, their butlers, their cooks, their porter, their barber, Sec. The
buildings of the univerfity and the colleges are all of large fquare free-flone, of which
there is plenty in the adjacent parts of the country.

Univerfity college is fituate near the eafl-gate of the city, on the fouth-fide of the hirh-

ftreet, and partly in St. Peter's, partly in St. iVIary's parifli. It is fo very ancient, that

we are left in the dark about the time of its foundation. That it was in being before

the year 721 is certain, fi-om an addrefsor petition ofparliament to Richard II. quoted

by Mr. Wood. How much older it is, is not fo evident, though there is great proba-
bility it had been founded ages before. King Alfred could not be fo properly called

the founder, as the rettorer of this univerfity ; for he refcued it out of that flate of de-
vaflation which the Danes had left it in j though, after his death it fell again under the

VOL. II. Q fame
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f.ime unhappy circumftances, and continued in obfcurity till it was recovered, anno

1333, to a flate of liberty and independency, by a fum of money which William of

Durham had left for the maintenance of a fociety of ftudents in Oxford ; from whom it

was for fome time called Durham- hall.

This college has educated and entertained many eminent men, both for quality and

learning ; as, John Shirwood, bifhop ot Durham ; Leonard and Thomas Diggs, ma-

thematicians ; Sir Dudley Dij^gs, knight ; Richard Stanihurft, the divine and hittorian ;

Sir George Crooke, lord chief juftice of the King's-bench ; Nicholas Ridley, bifhop of

London ; Sir George Carew ; the lord Herbert of Cherbury ; and, in a much earlier

•age, thofe three men of famous memory, St. John de Beverley, venerable Bede, and

St. Edmund, archbifliop of Canterbury.

This college has one mafler, twelve fellows, ten fcholars, two exhibitioners, &c.

It has one large beautiful quadrangle, orfquare court; the fouth-fide of which is di-

vided into a handfome hall and chapel, the latter adorned with fine glafs-windows.

The vifitors are the vice-chancellor, the proctors, &c.

Baliol college (lands in the north part of the town, in the fuburbs, not far from the

north-gate.

It was founded by John Baliol, father to John Baliol, king of Scots, and Dervor-

guilla, his wife.

The governors of this college were firfl called proftors, then principals or wardens^

and laftly mailers.

Humphrty, duke of Gloucefler, was educated in this co| lege, which has bred many
crreat and learned men ; Richard Fitz-Ralph, chancellor of this univerfity, archbifhop

of Armagh ; Roger Whelpdale, bifliop of Carlifle ; George- Neville, chancellor of

England and of the univerfity, archbifliop of York ; William Grey, chancellor^of the

univerfity, lord high-treafurer of England ; Robert Abbot, regius profefFor of divinity,

bifliop of Salifbury ; George Abbot, his brother, archbifliop of Canterbury ; George

Sing, bifliop of Clonfert, and privy-councillor in Ireland; Metrophanes Critophylus,,

patriarch of Alexandria ; Cutbert Tonflal, bifliop of Durham ; John Tiptoft, earl of

Worcefler, lord high-treafurer of England ; Sir Thomas Coventry, baron ofAlef-

burgh, lord keeper of the great-feal of England ; Thomas Holland, doftor and regius

profefTor of divinity ; Robert Parfons, the jefuit ; John Rowfe, the hiflorian and anti-

quary ; Hugh Holland, hifl:oi-ian ; James Cranford, the author of Gangrana Hare-

Jtos, life.

This college has a mafler, twelve fellows, &c.

It has one large ancient quadrangle ; on the north fide of which is the chapel, and

the library furniflied with a very noble colleftion of books.

The founder of Merton college (which is fituate in St. John's parifli, in the fouth.

fide of the city) was Walter of Morton, bifliop of Rpcheller, and lord high-chan-

cellor of England.

Among the famous men and writers this feminarv boafls of, were John Duns Scotus,;

called the fubtle or acute doftor ; Walter Barley, called the plain and the approved

doctor; William Occam, called the invincible doftor ; Dums Scotus's great antagonifl;

;

Thomas Bradwardine, the profound dodtor, archbilhop of Canterbury ; Robert Win-
chelfey, chancellor of the univerfity ; Simon Mcihaiu, Simon Iflep, and John Kemp,,

archbiihops of Canterbury; William Rede, the mathematician, bifhop of Chellcr ;,

'I'honias Rodbuni, bifliop of St. David's ; John Parkhurfl, bifhop of Norwich ; George
CatL-ton, bifhop of Chcller ; John Earle, bifhop of Salifbury ; Edv.^rd Reynolds,,

bifliop of Norwich ; John JtAvei, biihop of Saliibury, with other eminent prelates
;,

Jafpcr
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Jafper Heywood, tlie poet, aiul Arthur Faunf, jefuits; Sir Thomas Bodley ; tlic fa-

mous Wicklift'; Sir Henry Savile, baronet; Francis Mafon, nutlior of the Vim/icus

F.a/r/icC Ati^licana ; Sir Ifaac Wake, orator of the univerfity, famous for Ins ciiibafiics
j

Sir is^athaniel Brent ; John Graves, the famous hnguill and mathematician; 'I'homas

Farnabie, the grammarian ; John Hales, ir^iiis profefl'or of the Greek tongue, canon
of \Vindfoi- ; Fi-ancis Davenport, or a Sancla Clara, provincial of the minor friars

;

Antliony AVood, the antiquai'v, citin mullh aliis.

This college has a warden, twenty fellows, fourteen portionifls, or pod-maflers, &c.
The chapel, which is alfo the parifli church of St. John the Baptill, is a fplendid,

ancient piece of building. The inner large court or quadrangle is very beautiful.

Befides which, this houfe is famous for a well furniflied library, and a delightful

garden.

The vifitor is the archbifliop of Canterbury.

Exeter college isfituate on the weft fide of the fchools, in the north-part of the town,
the front of it anfwering the front of Jefus college.

It was founded, an)w 131 6, by Walter Stapledon, bifhop of Exeter, privy-coun-
cillor to King Edward II. and lord high-treafurer of England.

William Courtney, archbifliop of Cantcrbui-y ; Michael Tregurv, tlie firft arch-
bifliop of Dublin ; John Prideaux, rector here, rcg'ius profedbr of divinity, and bifliop

of Worceller ; befides feveral other prelates ; Sir William Petres, baronet, privy-

councillor and fecretary to King Henry VIII. King Edward VI. Oueen Mary, and
Queen EHzabeth ; Sir John Doderidge, knt. chief juftice of the couunon pleas; Mr.
Noy, attorney general to King Charles I. Sir Siinon Balkerville, phyfician ; Sir William
Maurice, fecretary to King Charles 11. William Wey, of Devon, the traveller ; Lewi.s

Bayly, author of the Praiiice of Piety ; Gregory Wheare, the firil prcfeflbr of hiftory
;

Nathaniel Carpenter, George Hakewell, Henry Tozer, Charles Herle, with other con-
fiderable men, were of this collijge.

It has a reftor, twenty-three fellowihips, &c. ''

The bulk of it is one large quadrangle, beautiful, and almoft exadly regular and
uniform.

In the front, which is a very noble one, Hands a fplendid tower over the gate.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Exeter.

Oriel college is fituate on the fouth fide of the town, in the parifli of St. Mary's, and
in the neighbourhood of Chrift-Church, Merton, and Corpus Cbrijli colleges. It was
at firft called St. Mary's college, and King's college, and was founded, anno 1324, ky
King Edward II.

Thomas Gafcoigne, chancellor of the univerfity ; Reginald Peacock, bifliop of Chl-
chefter ; John Carpenter, provoft, chancellor of Oxford, bifliop of Worcefter ; Wil-
liam Alan, a cardinal ; Sir Francis Kinafton, Sir Walter Raleigh, baronet, and Wil-
liam Prynne, were of this college.

It has a provoft, eighteen fellows, and twelve fcholars or exhibitioners.

It confiih of one handfome regular quadrangle.

The vifitor is the bifhop of Lincoln.

Queen's college is fituate in the parifli of St. Peter's in the eaft, and very near that
parifh-church.

It was founded, anno 1340, by Robert Eglesfield, batchelor of divinity in this uni-

verfity, and chaplain or confefTor to Queen Philippa, King Edward Illd's confort ; in

honour of which lady the founder gave it the name of Queen's college, recommending
it to her royal patronage and protection, and to that of all future queens of England.
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The members of this fociety, as many as were to fliare the revenues of it, were to be
chofen out of Cumberland or Weftmoreland, feme few excepted. There were to be
one provoft and twelve fellows of them, out of regard to the number of Chrifl and his

apoftles (which number of fellows is now increafed to fourteen) and of feventy fcho-

lars, in allufion to the nvimber of the feventy difciples, which feventy fcholars are fmce
reduced to a much fmaller number. The flatutes further required tliat the fellows,

when they eat in the hall, fliould fit in purple gowns ; and that the fcholars fhould

kneel down before them, and anfwer fuch queitions in philofophy as the fellows fhould

propofe to them.

Of this college were thofe two renowned heroes Edward the black prince, the eldefl

fon of King Edward III. and prince Henry, afterwards King Henry V. Henry de

Beaufort, chancellor both of this univerfity, and of the whole kingdom, bifliop of Win-
chefler, and cardinal ; Chriflopher Bainbryge, provoft of this houfe, archbifhop of

York, and cardinal ; Thomas Langton, bifliop of Winchefter ; Barnaby Potter, bifhop

of Carlifle, and other prelates ; Sir Thomas Overbury, Richard Crakanthorp, Sir Henry
Wotton, Francis Holyoke, and Gerard Langbaine, &c.

The fociety confifts of a provoft, fourteen fellows, feven fcholars, two chaplains, tabei'-

dars, the number not always the fame, &c.

The fublimity and ftatelinefs of the buildings of this college cannot be fo well de-

fcribed in printing as by the eye of a judicious fpedator. One fide of it, in which are

the library, the provofts, and other fpacious and ftately lodgings, is 327 feet long, fup-

ported by an open cloifter or piazza. This building is adorned with ftatues, &c The
library is long and lofty, very magnificent and beautiful, both within and without, and

full of books.

The vifitor is the archbifliop of York.

New college is fituate in the north, or rather the north-eaft part of the town,

having Queen's college near to it, on the fouth, and on the eail Magdalen college-

grove.

It was called at firft the college of the Bleffed Virgin Mary, and was founded anno

1 386, by William of ^Vykeham, bifhop of Winchefter, and lord high-chancellor of Eng-

land, who was alfo the founder of Winchefter fchool or college. The ftrong and high

walls and towers he built round his college in Oxford were, in thofe days, a fortification

to it no lefs than an ornament.

This college has produced many great and celebrated men ; among others, Henry
Chichley, archbifliop of Canterbury, the founder of All-Souls college ; William Wain-
flcte, bifhop of Winchefter, the foundpr of Magdakn college : Thomas Cranley, chan-

cellor of Ireland, archbifhop of Dublin ; William Warham, archbifhop of Canterbu-

ry ; Thomas Young, archbifliop of York ; Thomas Bilfon, Bifhop of Winchefter
j

Thomas Ruffel, chancellor of England, biftiop of Lincoln, the firlt perpetual chancellor

of the univerfity ; with other prelates ; Thomas Harding, Nicholas Harpsfield, William

Raynolds; Richard Why te, the hiftorian ; John Pits; John Owen, the epigramma-

tift ; John Twifc ; Richard Zouch, j-cgius profcffor of Law ; Hobert lalbot, canon of

Norwich, antiquary ; Thomas James, librarian of the Bodleian library ; Thomas Lydiat,

M. A. &c.

It has a warden, feventy fellows and fcholars, ten chaplains, three clerks, fixteen cho-

rifters, &c.

'I'hcir chapel is moft magnificent, folcmn, and Iplendid, with an organ and choir.

They have a vtv high noble tower, with a ring of .ten beils in it, very mufical ; and

under that, and the weft end of the chapel, a very handfomeand Iblemn fquarc cloifter,

2 and



TO ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. 117

and a little garden within it. Their library is well furniflied with books and manufcripts
;

and their great garden laid out in form. The front of it is a range of iron palliCadocs

and a gate of exquifite work ; and at the foiith-eafl end they have a bowling-green.
Their hall, which is at the end of the chapel, anlwers to the magnificence of the red of
the building.

The visitor is the bifliop of Winchefter.

Lincoln college is fituate in the middle oF the city, in the parifli of i\ll-Saints, having
Brazen-Nofe college in its near neighbourhood in the eaft, Exeter college on the north,,

and Jefus college on the north-weft.

It was founded in the year 1427, by Richard Fleming, bifliop of Lincoln.

William Bifliop, a popifli titular bifliop of Chalcedon ; William Gifl'ord, archbifliop

and duke of R hemes; Dr. Robert SandeiTon, bifliop of Lincoln ; Dr. Nathanael lord
Crew, bifliop of Dui-hani ; Dr. George Hickes ; Richard Knc^Ues, author of the Turk-
ifli hiflory ; Sir William Davonant ; and Henry Foulis, author of the Hillories of . the
prefbyterian and popifli confpiracies, &c. were of this college.

This college has, at this time, areclor, 12 fellows, two chaplains, &c.
It has two fmall quadrangles, the ftrufture of which is ancient, and not very regular,-

but yet not unelegant. The chape! is the moft confpicuous part of it.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Lincoln.

All Souls college ftands in the parifli of St. Mary, the front of it facing the hio^h-

ftreet, and the weft fide looking towards the eaft end of St. Mary's church.

It was founded anno 1437, by Henry Chichley, archbifliop of Canterbury, to the intent

that prayers fliould be offered up there, for the fouls of ttiofe that fell in Heni7 the fifth's

wars in 1' ranee, which the archbifliop had advlfed and perfuaded the king to enter into,

and in which hinifelf, attending him, had been a fpettatorof the terrible flaughter and
carnage of his country-men and fellow-fubj efts, who loft their lives in that famous ex-
pedition.

Among the famous men it has produced, were, Thomas Key, the antiquary ; Edward
Chaloner; Richard Steuart ; Thomas Linacer, preceptor to prince Arthur,' and after-

wards to his brother King Henry VIII. John Leland, the famous antiquary ; Sir Cle-

ment Edmonds, who tranflated and commented on Csfar s Commentaries ; Henry Co-
ventry, principal fecretary of ftate to king Charles II. &c. Brian Duppa, bifliop of
Winchefter ; Jeremy Taylor, bifln^p of Down and Connor ; Gilbert Sheldon, warden
here, and afterwards lord archbifliop of Canterbury.

This college has a warden, forty fellows, two chaplains, three clerks, fix chorif-

ters, &c.

It has two courts ; the larger a regular and ftately old piece of building. The chapel

is very auguft and folenin: ana upon the walls are to be feen the ruins of good painting,

which, though faded, is ftill ornamental in decay.

The vifitor is the archbilhop of Canterbury.

St. Mary Magdalen college is fituate at the eaft end of the town, without the eaft gate,

and adjoining to the bridge that lies over the Charwell.

It was founded amio 458, by WiUiam Patten, a.ias Wainflete, bifliop of Winchefter,
and lord high chancellor of England.

Cardinal Wolfey ; Richard Fox, bifliop of Winchefter ; Edward Lee, archbifliop of
York j John Loiigland, b fliop of I incoln ; cardinal Poole ; Acccptus Frewen, arch-
bifliop of York-, befidfs many other pre'ates ; William St Maure, duke of Soraerfet

;

John W..!ner, bishop of Rocheftei? ; Rzekiel Hopkins, bilhop of Raphoe ; Sir John
Digby, earl of Brillol ; William Lilie and Thomas Robertfon, grammarians ; John

Fox,
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Fox, the martyrolojifl: ; Samuel Smith, the logician ; Thomas Godwin, the gramma-
rian and antiquary ; Dr. Ilciu-y Hammond, and Dr. Pejer Ileylin, were of this college

;

^vith fevcral other great and learned men.

It has a prefident, forty fellows, a fchool raafter, thirty fcholars, called Demies,
an uflier, three publick readers, four chaplains, eight clerks, fixteen chorifters, an'or-

ganifl, &c.

This college has two quadrangles, the innermofl of which is regular, and almoft uni-

form. It confilfs of a library and lodgings, fupported by a fpacious handfome cloifter.

The chapel and the great tower, as alio the little one in the weft fide cf the -inner qua-

drangle, and the hall, are very magnificent and lotty. '1 heir library is furniflied with a

large and clioice colleclion of books. Befides thefe great and pompous conveniences,

•the prefident and fellows have their private gardens, eiitreniely pleaflmt and beautiful.

But that which rendere this college more agreeable and delightful than perhaps any

•other in the world, is the advantage of their water walks, as they are called, and their

grove. The firft is a gravel -walk almoft triangular, fenced with hedges and trees on both

fides, furrounded on every part with a running ftream, and inclofing a large meadow.
Their grove is a fpacious extent of ground, planted with ftately villas of trees, and

one part of it laid out into a bowling green.

The vifitor of this college is the bi(Iif)pof Winchefter.

Brazen Nofc college is fituate in the middle of the town, having Lincoln college on

the weft, the library and fchools on the north, St. Mary's church on the fouth-eaft, and

the high-ftreet on the fouth.

In the place where this college ftands, there had before been a hall called Brazen

Note hall, from whence the college took its name, and that fancy of a monftrous nofe

which ftands out at the top of the gate. It was founded by William Smyth, firft bifhop

of Litchfield and Coventry, afterwards of Lincoln, counfellor to Prince Arthur, and

prefident of Wales (the fii-ft that ever bore that office and charafter) and by Sir Richard

Sutton, Knt.

Of this college wei-fe Sir Thomas Egerton, lord high-chancellor of England, and

chancellor of this univerfity ; Sir James Ley, lord high-treafurer of England, and earl of

Marlborough ; Launcclot Bulkeley, archbilhop of Dublin ; Edward Brerewood, aftro-

nomy profellbr of Grefliatn college ; John Guillim, author of the book of Heraldry ;

Robert Burton, author of the book of MelanchoJy, afterwards of Chrift Church ; Eiias

Aflimole, Eiq. &c.

It has a principal, twenty fellows, thirty-three fcholars and exhibition-

ers, &c.

It confifts of two very handfome quadrangles ; in the lefter of which are the chapel

and library, and under them a wide and pleafant cloiftcr, very compaftly and elegantly

built.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Lincoln.

The fituation of Corpus Chrifti col'cge is in the fouth fide of the town. It ftands

inclofed by Oriel college in the front, Chrift-Church on the weft, and Merton college

on the caft.

This college was founded atwo 1516, by Richard Fox, bilhop of Winchefter, privy-

councillor, and lord privy-feal to King Henry VII. and King Henry VIII.

This college has been a feminary of many great and famous men : Among thefe,

John Jewel, biftiop of Sarum ; Reginald Poole, archbifliop of Canterbury, and cardinal j

with other prelates ; Johannes Ludovicus Vivos; Richard Hooker, author of the Ec-

clefiaftical Polity ; John Reynolds, one of their prefidents j Sir Edwin Sandys ; Alex-

ander
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ander Gill, fchool-mafler of St. Paul's ; Thomas Jackfon, fome time prefident of the

houfe, and afterwards dean of Peterborough ; Brian Twine, the antiquary ; Daniel

Fairclough, or Featly ; Edward Pocock, profcdbr of Hebrew and Arabick, &c.

It has a prefident, twenty fellows, twenty fcholars, two chaplains, &c.

The finifturc of the firft court is ancient, but the infide very regular and handfomc.

Their library contains a noble trcafure of books ; and their garden, though

fmall, is laid out in very good form and order, and kept very neat. But the moll

fplendid part of this college, is that llately row of lodgings on the fouth fide

thereof.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Winchefler.

Chrifl: Church college, \\ hich takes up a vaft extent of ground, (lands on the fouth

fide of the city, the front of it looking weft.

It was begun to be founded arino i^Zy The whole defign was laid, and a confide-

rable progrefs made in it, by the great and publick fpirit, and out of the flowing wealth

and prolperity of cardinal Wolfey; but, upon his difgrace, this unfinifhed, but iniuienfe

foundation, was contifcated to his royal mailer King Henry VIII. whofe princely value

and efteem for learning, and concern for the encouragement and promotion of it, eafily

induced him to go on with the cardinal's great defign. Hereupon the college was call-

ed, for fome time. King's college ; but his majefty, to avoid any fuch odious fufpicion,

as if he defigned to aggrandize his own reputation and honour at the cardinal's coft,

did not think fit fuch an ample foundation fliould be called either by his own or the car-

dinal's name, and therefore gave it the name of Chrift-Church, and made it an epifco-

pal fee, amio 1546. Afterwards he enlarged the college (a?i!io 1563} by joining to it

Canterbury college, now called Canterbury quadrangle, which had been built by Simoa
Iflip, archbifhop of Canterbury, and Peckwater-Inn, or Vine-Hall, now Peckwater-

Court, &c.

Of this houfe were thofe two princes, Charles prince of Wales, afterwards King.

Charles II. and James duke of York, afterwards King James IF.

This college has furnifiied both church and ftate with many great and famous men ;

as John King, bifhop of London ; Tobias Matthews, archbifhop of York ; Richard Cor-

bet, bilhop of Norwich ; John Bancroft, bifhop of Oxford ; Henry King, bifhop of

Chichefler ; Brian Duppa, and George Morley, bifhops of Winchefter ; John Dolben^

bifliop of Rochefter, afterwards archbiflrop of York ; befides many other eminent pre-

lates : JohnLeland, and V/illiam Camden, the famous hifl:orians and antiquaries ; Fran-

cis Godwin, bifliop of Hereford, author of the lives of the Englifli bifliops ; Richard

Corbet, Ben Johnson, "William Cartwright, Corbet Owen, Jafper Mayne, poets : Cle-

ment Walker, author of the hiftory of the independants ; Sir Philip Sidney, bai'onet ;

Sir Dudley Carlton, vifcount Dorchefter, fecretary to King Charles I. Robert Burton,

the author of the book of Melancholy ; Sir Edward Littleton, lord-keeper; Sir Robert

Dudley, baronet, famous for his great knowledge in mathematics ; Barten Holyday j

Stephen Skinner, author of the Etymologicon ; Merick Cafaubon, the fou of Jfaac ;.

Thomas Willis, M. D. Richard Alleftree, D. D. r(?g-m profeflbr of divinity, provofl. of

Eaton.

This foundation is numerous and magnificent ; has a dean, eight canons, one hundred

and one fludents, eight chaplains, eight finging men, eight choriflers, a teacher of mufick

for the chorifl:ers, an organift, a fchool-maflier and an uflier, forty grammar fcholars, a
virgcr, &c. There isalfo belonging to it an hofpital in the pariQi of St. Aldate, com-
nionly called St. Ole's, which has twenty-four poor.
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The buildings of this college are very large, auguft, and fplendid. The great qua-

drangle, which is almoft exactly fquare, has a wide and handfome terrace round it, and a

fountain in the middle. Three fides of Peckvvater quadrangle have been re-l)ui!t ; and

the contrivance, grandeur, and beauty of them, are very furprifing, and much admired.

This college has alfo two other quadrangles of ancient ftrudure, Canterbury and the

Chaplains. The cathedral is lofty and folemn : their hall and library high and fpacious.

The latter contains a large and noble colleclion of books. On the fouth fide lies a very-

large meadow which belongs to it, furrounded with a walk, and that walk with a river,

except on the north fide, where a double row of very tall and fpreading elms cover the

walk, which is in that part very wide and ftralt, and the middle of it laid with gravel.

To be particular as to all the other buildings and lodgings, the gardens, offices, &c. be-

longing to this college, would be a tafic little lefs than defcribing a city.

The vifitor is the King.

Trinity college (lands in the north fuburbs, in the parifli of St. Mary Magdalen, in

the neighbourhood of Baliol college, to the weft, and St. John Baptift's, to the north.

In the fame place where Trinity college is fituate, was once Durham college (founded

anno 1350, by Thomas Hatfield, bilhop of Durham) a feminary for the monks of the

church of Durham. Its prefent foundation was by Sir Thomas Pope, knt. of Tytten-

hanger, in Hertfordfhire, in the year 1550.

Of this college were the moft reverend father in God, Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, lord

archbifhop of Canterbury, elefted from hence to All-Souls college ; the right reverend

fathers in God, Dr. Gilbert Ironfide, fen. lord bifliop of Briftol, and Dr. Samuel Par-

ker, lord bifhop of Oxford ; with other eminent prelates ; Sir George Calvert, fecrc-

tary to King. James I. and baron of Baltimore ; Sir John Denham, Sir Edward Hoby,
Sir Edward Byfle, clarencieux, knts. William Chillingworth, M. A. Arthur Wilfon,

author of the hiftory of King James the firft's life ; Dr. Daniel Whitby, &:c.

It has a prefident, twelve fellows, twelve fcholars, &c.

It has two quadrangles. In the firft are the chapel, the hall, and the library. The
chapel was rebuilt in the year 1693, and the work of it, both without and within, is

wonderfully elegant. The altar-piece is of cedar inlaid ; the rails and the fcreen are of

cedar ; and all adorned with exquifite carving. The roof is rich, with cmbcllilhments

of fret-work, and an admirable piece of painting, rcprefenting our blefl'ed Saviour's

afcenfion. And the pavement, from the fcreen to the altar, is of black and white marble.

On the eaft fide of the college they have a very large delightful garden (once their

grove ;) and at the entrance and end of the great walk that goes through it, vei'y noble

iron gates, which leave a profpeft open to the whole eaft fide of the college.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Wincheltcr.

St. John Baptift college is fituate in the north fuburbs, in the parilh of St. Giles, hav-

ing Baliol college and Trinity college in its neighbourhood on the fouth.

It was founded anno 1 555, by Sir Thomas White, lord-mayor of London, in the place

Vv-here formerly was St. Bernard's college, built by archbifiiop Clhichley.

This fociety has been the parent of many great men : particularly the two moft reve-

rend fathers in God, William Laud, lord archbllhop of Canterbury, chancellor of the

univerfity; and William Juxon, his immediate fucceflbr in the primacy, and lord high-

treafurer of England, flouriflied m this feminary ; as did alfo Tobias Matthews, arch-

bifiiop of York ; John Buckridgc, bifhiop of Ely ; Peter Mews, bifliop of Winchefter,
befides other eminent prelates ; Sir William Faddy, biu'onet ; Sir John Mariham, knt.

the famous antiquary and philologer j and Dr. William Creed, regins profeifor of divi-

nitv, &c.
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This college has a prefidcnt, fifty fellows and fcholars, an organiflj eight finging-mcn,

four choriilers, &c.

It has two fpacious quadrangles, uniform and magnificent. The inner court h very

fplcndid and elegant. The calt and well; iides of it arc fupported by noble piazzas, in

the middle of which are two portals finely fronted with pillars and carving. In one of
thefe fronts flands a very curious Ratue in brafs of king Charles I. and in the other,

another of the queen. Their chapel, which has an organ and choir in it, is handfoma
and folemn. Their library (if it may be called but one) which takes up the eaft and
fouth fides of the new quadrangle, is fpacious ; and the eafl: part of it a beautiful wide
gallery ; the whole well flocked with books, manufcripts, and valuable curiofitics.

Their hall is neat, and adorned with good pictures. They have aifo a very delightful

fhady grove ; and a large piece of ground laid out into regular walks and grafs-phts
;

and at the end of it an iron gate, of good work, through v/hich you have an
agreeable vifto, through the two paffages of the inner quadrangle, to the weft fide of the

outer. \

The vifitor is the bifliop of Winchefler.

Jefus college is fituate oppofite to Exeter college intheparifh of St. Michael.

The Ibciety has bred feveral right reverend prelates : David Powell, the antiquaiy and
hiftorian, Thomas Powell, James Howell, Dr. Daniel Brevint, John Rider, the author

of the diftionary. Sir Thomas Salelbury, baronet, were alfo members of it.

It has at this time, a principal, fixteen fellows, fixteen fcholars, eight exhibition-

ers, &c.

It has two large handfome quadrangles ; the innermofl very regular and uni-

form.

The vifitor is the earl of Pembroke.

Wadham college ftands in the north Ikirts of the town, in the parifli of St. Crofs,

alias Hawly-Well, the front looking towards the eafl fide of Trinity college.

The founders of it were Nicholas Wadham, of Merefield, in Somerfetfliire, Efq. and
Dorothy his wife.

Dr. Nicholas Monk, bifliop of Hereford, Dr. John Gauden, bifliop of Worcefter, Dr.
Beth Ward, bifliop of Salifiiury, Di-. Walter Blandford, biftiop of Worcefter, and Dr.
John Wilkins, biihop of Chefter, were of this college } as was alfo Sir Henry Yelver-
ton, baronet, &c.

This college has one large, regular, beautiful quadrangle. The windows of the cha-
pel, which is a building that ftands out behind the quadrangle, to the eaft, regularly

anfwering to the library, are finely painted. They have alfo a large garden, handfoniely
laid out, and very pleafant.

The vifitor is the bifliop of Bath and Wells.

Pembroke college is fituate in thefouthfidcof the town, in the parifli of St. Ald"-ate

or St. Ole's, not far from Chrift-Church.

This place was formerly a hall, called Broad-Gate-hall, and a nurfery of learning,

which bred many men of note ; among others, John Story, profeflbr of civil law ; Tho-
mas Young, archbifliop of York ; Edmund Bonner, bifliop of London ; John Philips,

bifliop of Sodor ; Sir George Carew, earl of Totnes ; Sir Thomas Brown, phyfician
;

William Camden, clarencieux, and Thomas Lufliington. It was made a college by the
munificence of Thomas Tefdale, Efq. anno 1624.

It has one handfome quadrangle, the front of which is a regular neat piece of build-

ing. They have a pleafant garden.

The vifitor is the chancellor of the univerfity.

VOL. It. R This
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This college was heretofore Glocefter-hall, called fo either from Gilbert de Clare,

carl of Glocefter, or more probably from the Benedictine monks of Glocefter, who,

with others of the fame order, made this a feminary for their order. Nor did it lofe its

primitive name, till it acquired a collegiate endowment by the noble munificence of Sir

Thomas Cookes, of Aftely, in Worcefterfiiire.

This college, while it was a hall, produced Sir Kenelm Digby ; Thomas Coryat, the

famous traveller ; William Burton, antiquary, &c.

It has a provoft, fix fellows, fix fcholars, &c.

The vifitors are the bifliops of Oxford and Worcefter, and the vice-chancellor.

Halls are places of education and erudition unendowed, though not deftitute of ex-

hibitions. They are now, out of a very great number, only fix, The ftudents in them

fubfift at their own charge, are under the government of a principal, and vice-prin-

cipal, and pay the former for their lodging, and for his care and government of them.

The principals are nominated by the chancellor, except the principal of Edmund-hall,

who is named by Queen's college ; that fociety not relinquifliing their right of nomina-

tion, as others did.

Their vifitor is the chancellor.

Alban hall is fituate on the fouth fide of the town, in the parifii of St. John Baptift, ad-

joining to the eaft fide of Merton college. It was called Alban-hall, from Robert St.

Alban, who was once the proprietor of the place. It became an academical nurfery

about the year 1230.

Of this hall were Richard Fitz-James, bifhop of London ; Philip Maffinger the poet

;

and Thomas Venner, phyfician.

Hart hall is fituate in the parifli of St. Peter's in the eaft, and over againft the front or

eaft fide of the publick fchools. It is fuppofed to have been called Hart-hall, from the

firft fyllable of Elias Hartford's furname, who was once the proprietor of it. It has alfo

been called Stapledon-hall, under which name Richard Wydeflade endowed it with

maintenance for twelve fcholars; which endowment, after he had built Exeter college, he

tranflated from hence thither ; and then this place obtained its old name again of Hart-

hall.*

This hall has a ftipend or exhibition belonging to it of more than 16/. per aii'

r.ttnu

Of this houfe were Nicholas Fuller, canon of Saliftjury, author of the Mifcellanea Sa-

cra ; Dr. John Donne, dean of St. Paul's j Sir Richard Baker, and Mr. John Selden,

the antiquary.

Edmund hall is fituatein the parifh of St. Peter's in the eaft, oppofite to the eaft fide of

Oueen's college, called fo from one Edmund, a citizen of Oxford, the proprietor of the

place. It was purchafed by Queen's college, anno 1557, and converted to the purpofes

of learning.

Of this houfe were Lancelot Bulkley, archbifliop of Dublin ; William Fuller, bifliop

of Lincoln; John Prichet, bifliop of Gloucefter; Dr. Bates, the phyfician, author of

the Elencbus Motutim, &c.

It makes one quadrangle ; on the eaft fide of which ftands a very neat chapel and li-

brary, built fome years fince by the reverend Mr. Stephen Penton, principal.

St. Mary-hall is fituate on the north fide of Oriel college, in the parifh of St. Mary.

It has its name either from that church, which, with this hall, came to belong to Oriel

* This hall has lately been endowed, and, at the petition of its generous and pious benefaftor and'prin-

cipal, has been crefted into a college, by the name of Hereford college..

college.
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college, by a grant of King Edward the fecond, aiwo 1:^25, or from Oriel college, which

was called heretofore St. Mary-hall.

Of this houfe were John Carpenter, bifliop of Worcefler ; Sir Chriftophcr Hatton,

chancellor of England, and of this univerfity ; Sir Thomas More, chancellor of Eng-

land, ftevvard of this univerfity, he.

It confifts of one quadrangle not very regular.

New-inn-hall or Trilleck-inn, is fituatc in the parifli of St. Petcr'S|in the Bailiff, in the

north weft part of the town. It w^as called Trilleck-inn from the proprietors of it, John

Trilleck, bifhop of Hereford, and Thomas his brother, bifhop of Rochefter. Afterwards

the founder of New college bought it, and gave it to that college, anno 1392, and from

that time it was called New-inn-hall.

Of this houfe was John Wilkins, who went from hence to Magdalen-hall, and John

Twyne, antiquary.

The building is ancient and irregular.

St. Mary Magdalen-hall is fituate near the gate of the college of that name, in the

parifli of St. Peter's in the eafl:. It was built by William Wainfleet, bifhop of Winchef-

ter, founder of Magdalen college, anno i^So, for a grammar-fchool. But there being

room enough in it for academical ftudents, efpecially after additions were made to the

buildings, fome members of the univerfity took up their refidence in it, and then, a

principal was placed there to govern them ; and thus it ftill continues an academical fo-

ciety. It enjoys fifteen exhibitions.

Of this houfe were John Wilkins, bifliop of Chefter, befides three other bifhops

;

Sir Edward Hvde, earl of Clarendon, lord high-chancellor of England, and chancellor

of this univerfity; Sir Robert Hyde, and Sir Matthew Hale, chief juftices of Eng-
land ; Richard Field, dean of Gloucefler, author of the book of the church ;

Samuel Daniel, the poet and the hiftorian ; William Pemble, and Walter Charlton,

M. D.
As to the building of this hall, the front is the moft confiderable part of it. It has

a pretty good library.

Thus I conclude my defcription of this famous, and I doubt not to fay, unparablled

feat of learning, the univerfity of Oxford ; but I muft acknowledge, that though I

viewed the fame with the utmofl care and curiofity, I could never have pretended to

give my countrymen fo jufl: and accurate account of all thefe particulars, had not my
ingenious tutor, who was a member thereof, kindly imparted them to me in his own
manufcript. And therefore, if I fall fliort in my defcription of its filler Cambridge, let

it not be attributed fo much to the want of good will to do juftice to its name, as to

the want of the fame afliftance.

Chap. Yl.—Of the Situation, Jntiqtdt)>y Is'c. of Cambridge.

IN my defcription of the city and univerfity of Cambridge, which is fituated about

fifty two miles from London, I fhall be as brief as poffible. Its name is no doubt de-

rived from its fituation on the banks of the Cam, which forms feveral iflands on the

weft fide, and divides the town into two parts, that are joined by a large ftone bridge.

It is fo ancient, that it was well known in the time of the Romans by the name of the

Camboritum, and is frequently mentioned in the oldeft hiftories of Britain. Jt futfered

much by the Danes, who kept a ftrong garrifon here, till Edward the elder took it in

921, to awe the rebellious monks of Ely. William the conqueror built a caflle here,

of which the gate-houfe is ftill ftanding, it being the county-jail. The town, in his book
R 2 called
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called Doomfday, was divided into ten wards, containing 387 houfes. After that

king's death, Roger de Montgomery deftroyed it with fire and fword, to be revenged

on King William Rufus, fo that the univerfity was wholly abandoned ; but King Henry
I. to repair thefe damages, bedowed many privileges upon it. He exempted it from
the power of the flieriff, and made it a corporation on the payment of one hundred
marks yearly into the exchequer ; which being the fum the fheriff ufed to pay before

for the profits of the town, fliews it was then a confiderable town that could pay a fum
at that time equivalent at leaft to 1000/. now for its privileges. He alfo ordered, that

the merchants of the guild in Cambridge fhould be free from all toll, paffage, laflage,

pontage, and ftallage, in all fairs of his dominions on this fide and beyond the feas. In

the barons wars the outlaws, who had taken refuge in the ide of Ely, frequently plun-

dered it, till Henry III. fecured it by a deep ditch on the eail fide of the town, which
flill goes by the name of the King's-ditch. Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, in their re-

bellion againft Richard II. entered the town, and burnt the univerfity records in the

market-place. The Jews being encouraged to come over by King William I. and II.

were very populous in this town for feveral generations. They inhabited all that part

of it, now called the Jewry, and the round church is thought to have been their fyna-

gogue.

This town has had the honour of giving the title of earl to feveral of the royal family,

and that of duke to his prefent majefty when prince of Wales. It is governed by a

mayor, high fteward, recorder, and thirteen aldermen, of whom the mayor is one,

twenty-four common-council-men, a town clerk, and other inferior officers. The
mayor, at his entrance on his office on Michaelmas-day, takes an oath to maintain the

liberties, privileges, and cuftoms of the univerfity. It has fourteen pariih-churches,

but is a dirty ill-built place, and in a very indifferent fituation.

Its greateft glory is its univerfity, which for antiquities, gracious privileges, beautiful

colleges, good difcipline, number of (Indents, plentiful revenues, and all other necei-

faries for advancement of learning, may challenge equality with any other in Chriiten-

dom. When it was firft inftituted, let others determine. Thus much is certain, that,

like Oxford, it afforded the fcholars at firft no publick reception, or place of ftudies,

fo that they were obliged to take up with fuch lodgings in the town as they could get.

But fo mean was the accommodation they met with, and lb frequent were the com-
motions occafioned by the infolence of the townfmen, that feveral pious charitable per-

fons began to ereft inns and hotels for the reception of the fcholars, in order to give

thcni an opportunity of retirement, and an independence upon the town. But flill they

lived upon their own eftates, enjoying only the convenience of lodgings, without any

rnanner of endowments ; till in the reign of Edward I. they began to build colleges, not

only for the reception, but alfo for the maintenance of certain numbers of fcholars, ac-

cording to the revenues affigned for that purpofe. The order and time of their foun-

dation, with their refpedive founders, are as follows, viz.

Colleges and Halls.

Peter Houfe
Clare Hall

Pembroke Hall

Corpus Cbrijli, or Ben- T

net's College -J
Trinity Hall

Gonvil and Caius College

King's College

Founders.

Hugh Balfhum
Richard Badevv

Countefs of Pembroke -

Society of Friars in Corpus Chrijti

William Bateman
Edmund deGonvil and JohnCaius

King Henry VI. -

si

Years.
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cloathed) which are mauitalned by fubfcription to the amount of 230/. a year, by an
eflate of 30/. a year left them for ever by Mr. Wortes, and by the facrament-money

given by Tome of the colleges, which have each their chapel for worfliip, though the

publick fermons are preached at St. Mary's church.

The moft remarkable ftruclures in Cambridge are, i. King's College chapel, which
for contrivance and extent is looked upon to be one of the finefh in the world, and ftrikes

the beholders with awe and veneration. The room is three hundred and four feet long,

feventy-three broad, and ninety-four high to the battlements, without one pillar to

fupport it. Its choir was adorned by King Henry VIII. with the fined carved work that

ever was feen, and the glafs-painting in the windows is moft beautiful and graceful.

The intire building, roof and all, is of free-ftone, and the crown, creft, and other

fT^ij/wof the houfe of Lancafter, curioufly cut in ftone in feveral places, are no fmall

ornament to the whole. 2. Trinity-college and library, defigned by the learned Dr.

Ifaac Barrow ; a noble room, built alfo of free-ftone, and fupported by two rows of

pillars, which for beauty and defign, confidering the bignefs of it, is hardly to be

matched in the three kingdoms. It fliould not pafs unobferved, that as all the libraries

in Oxford are ftudying hbraries, thofe at Cambridge (except that at King's College)

are lending libraries ; becaufe any perfon qualified may borrow out of them whatever

book he wants. King Henry IV. granted this univerfity a power to print within itfelf

all books of any kind, a privilege which Oxford then had not.

Chap. VII.

—

Of the Government of England.

THE Laws of England being the foundation of its government, that by which a king

ought to rule, and which the people ought to fubmit to, Ihall make the fubject of this

chapter.

1 begin with the common-law, that is, the common cuftoms of the nation, which in

procefs of time have obtained the force of laws. It is a fummary of the lavv's of the

Saxons and Danes, to which William the conqueror having added fome of the good

cuftoms of Normandy, he caufed them all to be written in his own Norman dialcft,

and fo they have continued hitherto.

Befides the common-law, they have the flatute-law, that is, the laws made from

time to time, by king and parliament, as occafion requires, and where the common-
law is deficient, or thought to be fo.

The martial-law, which concerns only foldiers and mariners, in time of a£l:ual war.

The foreft-law, concerning forefts. By which the will is reputed for the fact ; fo

that a man, found hunting of a deer, may be arrefted, as if he had taken it.

The civil-law, made ufe of particularly in the court of admiralty, in the two univer-

fities, in all fpiritual courts, in the earl marflial's court, and treaties with foreign princes.

This is the law of nations, looked upon as the product of the common reafon of mankind,

and made ufe of where common and llatute-law takes no cognizance.

The laws of Rhodes and Oleron, concerning maritime aftairs, have been long fince

incorporated uito the volumes of the civil-law. Rhodes is an ifland in the Mediter-

ranean, not far from Anatolia, and now belonging to the Turks; whofe ancient inha-

bitants being great traders at fea, made fuch regulations in all maritime concerns, that

the very Romans, who excelled in making good laws, left their fea-aflairs, and referred

all debates and differences of tliatkind, to the judgment of the Rhodian laws. Oleron

is an ifland of Aquitain, not far from Rochelle ; where Richard I. caufed fuch excellent

laws to be made, relating to fea- affairs, that they were almoft in as great repute, in thefe

weftcrn parts of Europe, as the Rhodian laws were in the Mediterranean.

4 The
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The canon-law, which takes place in things relating merely to religion, is fo called

from luch canons (or rules) of general councils, and of Englifh fynods, &c. as are re-

ceived by the church of England. By which Ihe proceeds in the exercife of her jurif-

diftion, fo far as the faid canons are confonant to holy writ, and not repugnant to the

laws of the land.

But there are other laws, called municipal or bye-laws, proper to corporations, fuch

as the magiftrates of a town or city may make, by virtue of the king's charter, for the

benefit of their corporation, provided they be not repugnant to the laws of the land.

By the laws of England, the Englilh are a free people, bccaufe no law can be made
or abrogated without their confent by their reprefeutatives in parliament ; fo that their

fubjedion to laws is not forced, but voluntary.

By the fame laws, no Englifli fubjeQ ought to be imprifoncd without caufe fhewn ;

nor may he be denied a writ of habeas corpus, if dofircd, to bring hini fpeedily to his

trial ; and if upon an habeas corpus no caufe of imprifonment be alledged, the prifoner

mull be fct at liberty.

No racks are ufed to force a confeffion of guilt from the prifoner ; and nothing but

elear evidence, upon oath, can bring him in guilty.

None can be tried but by a jury of his peers, nor condemned but by the laws of the

land, or by an aft of parliament j nor ought any to be fined for any offence, but ac-

cording the merit of it.

No taxes, loans, or benevolences can be impofed upon Englifh fubjefts, but with their

own confent by their reprefeutatives in parliament. Nor is any one to be prelfed for a

foldier, but who is a vagabond.

In time of peace, or in time of war (unlefs upon an invafion), no foldiers can be

quartered in the houfe of a private houfekeeper againft his will, tliough they pay lor

their quarters.

When an eftate is not intailed, the father may leave it to what child he pleafes, or

give it away from his children. This keeps them in awe, and within the bounds of

filial obedience.

A fon at the age of fourteen, his father being dead, may chufe his guardian, confent

to marriage, and by will difpofe of goods and chattels. At twenty-one he is of age, and
then free to pafs contrafts.

A daughter may confent to marriage at feven years of age, and at twelve may retraft.

If file confirms it, then the marriage is good.

The polity or government of England is a Hmited monarchy, fuch as fecures the

people's hbcrty under the grandeur of a king ; a monarchy without flavery ; a great

king, and yet a free people. It is an infi:rument of three firings, which being well forted,

yields an admirable harmony, to the benefit and glory of the kingdom. A mixed go-

vernment of monarchy in the king, ariflocracy in the lords, and democracy in the com- .

mons. Here the king makes the figure of a great monarch, the lords keep up their

flate, and the commons their liberty.

The king has all the enfigns of royalty, as the crown, fceptre, purple robe, golden

robe, and holy unftion. At his acceflion to the crown, he is proclaimed with great fo-

lemnity ; and his coronation performed with great pomp and magnificence.

He has likewife all the marks of fovereignty, as the power of making treaties and

leagues with foreign ftatcs, of making peace or war, of fending and receiving ambalfa-

dors, creating of magiilrates ; of calling, adjourning, proroguing, and dillblving the

parliament ; of conferring titles of honour, coining, pardoning of criminals, &c.

To make war, the king may raife men and arms both for fea and land, prefs feamen

and lliips for the fea fervice, and vagabonds for either. He has alone the choice and

nomination
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nomination of the fupeiior officers, the principal direiStion and command of his armies,

of all maccazines and ammunition, caftles, forts, ports, havens, and fhips of war. The
militia is likcwife wholly at his command, and the publick monies at his difpofal.

Without his royal aflent, no bill in parliament can pafs into a law. And he may in-

creafe the number of peers, by creating more barons, or calling to their houfe whom
he thinks fit by writ.

Ail privy-councillors, officers of ftate, and judges are nominated by him. None but

the king has the fovereign power in the adminiftration of jullice ; and no fubjeft has

here, as in fome other nations, high, mean, or low jurifdiclion. The king only is judge

in his own caufe, though he deliver his judgment by the mouth of the judges.

In point of punifhments, he may either pardon the otVence, or alleviate the punifli.

ment, after fentence given according to law.

The king is the fupreme head of the church, as he is of the ftate, and is looked upon
as her guardian and nurfing father ; fo that there lies no appeal from him, as from fome
other ftates and kingdoms, either to the pope of Rome, or to the emperor.

At his coronation he is anointed with oil, as were the kings of Ifrael, to intimate that

his perfon is facred and fpiritual ; and has the dalmatica, and other prieflly veftments

put upon him.

As he is the lord paramount, or fupreme landlord of all the lands in his dominions
;

fo he has the fupreme right of patronage in the church, called patronage paramount.

So that if the mean patron, or the ordinary, or the metropolitan, prefcnt not in due
time, the right of prefentation comes to the king, who alone has the patronage of all

biOiopricks ; for none can be chofen bifliop, but whom he nominates in his co)ige d'elirc.

Nor can a bifliop eleft be confecrated, or take poifeilion of the revenues of the bilhoprick,

without the king's fpecial writ or aflent.

Such is the honour and refpedl given him by his fubjects, that they all Hand bare,

not only in his prefence, but even in his abfence, where he has a chair of Hate. All

people at their firll addrefs kneel to him, and he is at all times ferved upon the knee.

But he cannot raife money upon his fubjefts, repeal laws, or make new ones, without

his fubjefts concurrence in parliament. And by his coronation oath, he is bound to

govern according to the laws of the kingdom, otherwife he may be depofed ; of which

you may read many examples in the foregoing hiftory.

I come now to fpeak of the Britifh parliament, in which the grand concerns of the

whole Britifli nation are to be debated. This is a high court, veiled with a legiflative

power, and making two of the three eftates of the realm, which three eftates are the

king, lords, and commons.
Accordingly this auguft affembly confifts of two houfes, the one called the houfe of

lords, and the other the houfe of commons.
The houfe of lords feems conflituted to fupport the rights of the crown ; and the

proper province of the houfe of commons is to ftand for the prefervation of the people's

liberties.

The fitting of the parliament is appointed by royal proclamation, with the advice of

the privy-council ; and the time appointed for the parliament to meet ought (by the

union aft) to be no lefs than fifty days after the date of fuch proclamation.

Upon the proclamation, writs are iilued by the lord chancellor, or lord keeper, to

every lord fpiritual and temporal, to appear at the time and place appointed, to give

their advice on fome weighty afl'airs. Alio to all the fheriifs, commanding them to fum-

mon the people to cleft as many knights, citizens, and burgeflesju their refpeftive coun-

ties, as are to fit in the houfe of commons.
As
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As for Scotland, a writ is to be directed to the privy-council there, for fummoning the

fixteen peers, and for electing forty-five members, by whom Scotland is to be repre-'

fented in the parliament of Great Britain.

As the time for the parliament fitting lies in the fovereign's breaft, fo does the place

of meeting. Though the ufual place is at the ancient palace of Weihninflcr ; the lords

in a large room by themfelves, and the commons in a larger, which was of old, St. Ste-

phen's chapel.

At the opening of the parliament on the day prefixed, the king comes to the houfe

of lords, in his royal robes, with the crown upon his head, and the fword offtate borne

before him. His majefty fits upon a chair of (late, under a canopy, at the upper end of

the room.

Then the temporal lords appear in their fcarlet robes of (late, every one according to

his degree ; and the fpiritual lords in their epifcopal habit, as they do all the feffions.

His majefty being come to the houfe of lords, commands the ufher of the black rod

to call the houfe of commons to the lords houfe. He is in a manner the meffenger of

the lords, and is fo called from a black rod he carries in his hand. He fits without the

bar of the houfe, and what peers the houfe thinks fit to commit, upon any trefpafs, are

left to his cuftody. He has under him a deputy, a yeoman ulher that waits at the door

within, and a crier without.

The commons being come to the houfe of lords, ftand without the bar. And the

king commands them, by the lord chancellor, or lord keeper, to chufe one of their mem-
bers for their fpeaker, and to prefent him fuch a day, that is, in a day or two.

The choice being made, it is a cuftom for the party chofen to decline the office, and
pray the houfe to proceed to a new election. [This is a kind of nolo epifcoparL'\ But he

is commonly anfwered with a full confent of voices upon his name, upon which two of

the principal members go to him, and lead him to the fpeaker's chair ; where being

fet, they return to their places.

The houfe of commons does generally confift of the flower of the gentry, gentlemen

of divers capacities, and moft of them men of good eftates, who have had the advantage

of a liberal and genteel education. They are an aggregate body from all parts of Great

Britain, and the houfe a noble fchool for young gentlemen that are of age to fit there.

Five hundred fifty-eight is their full number, from the time of the union ; but if three

hundred are met, it is counted a pretty full houfe, many being abfent upon bufinefs, or

ficknefs, &c. However, forty make a houfe.

Here they fit promifcuoufly upon forms, except the fpeaker, who fits upon a chair in

the middle of the room, with a table before him, the clerk of the houfe fitting near him
at the table. Nor does any member wear a robe but the fpeaker, except the members
.for London, who at their firft meeting appear in their fcarlet robes.

Their time of fitting in parliament is in the forenoon, commonly from nine of the

clock till one ; but, upon urgent occafions, they fometimes fit very late, and do bufi-

nefs by candle-light.

Before the parliament enters upon any bufinefs, the members of both houfes mud
take the oaths appointed by a£t of parliament in the firft year of William and Mary.
They are alfo to make a folemn declaration againft the doftrine of tranfubftantiation,

the invocation and adoration of faints, and the facrifice of the mafs ; by which declara-

tion all papifts are unqualified to fit in parliament : aiid they are morever to abjure the

pretended Prince of Wales, before they can be admitted to fit in either houfe ; which
oath, appointed by the laft parliament of the lato King William, was the laft bill he

figned, not above twelve hours before his death.
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Thougli every member of the houfe of commons be chofen to ferve for one particular

county, city, or borough, yet he ferves for the whole kingdom, and his voice is equal

to any other. He may confent or diflent, as he thinks fit, without confulting his prin-

cipals ; which the ftates-general of the United Provinces are obliged to do In many cafes.

However, it is his duty to promote to his utmofl; the good of his country ; but particu-

larly that of the county, city, or borough by which he has been elefted.

As each houfe has an undoubted privilege to adjourn themfelves for fome days, fothe

king may adjourn them, in order to a recefs for fome time ; and then all bills already

read and debated. In one or both houfes, remain mjlatu quo, and at the next meeting

may be brought to an iffue.

It is otherwife with a prorogation, which puts an end to the feflion ; for in this cafe

all bills that palled either houfe, or both houfes, and had not the royal aflent, mull be-

gin a-new at the next meeting, before they can be brought to perfedion.

Laftly, the parliament is laid to be diffolved when the houfe of commons Is difbanded,

in order to a new eledion. •

Formerly all members of parliament were free from fults, arrefts, or imprlfonmcnts

(except in cafe of treafon or felony) not only during the fitting, but alfo forty days

before, and forty days after the feflion : which privilege did likewife extend to their

neceffary fervants, and the officers attending the houfe ; but by an a£t paffed in a late

reli^n, the faid privilege ceafes immediately after the prorogation or dilTolution of any
parliament, till the prorogued parliament be re-alTembled, or a new parliament meet.

It ceafes alfo immediately after any adjournment of both houfes of parhament for above

fourteen days, until both houfes meet again : and upon the rifing of the parliament,

the plaintiff' fl^all be at liberty to proceed to judgment and execution.

The lords fpiritual and temporal, qualified to fit in the houfe, have this privilege,

' I'hat if they cannot appear in parliament by reafon of ficknefs, &c. they make their

* proxies to vote in their ftead.' But then fuch lords as would make their proxies,

mufl: enter them in perfon at the beginning of every parliament.

While the parliament fits, all members of the houfe of commons are free from at-

tendance on trials in inferior courts ofjudicature, from ferving on juries, and the like.

It is a common faying. That a parliament can do any thing. It is true, the parliament

of Great Britain can, with the royal aflent, do any thing that is not repugnant to com-
mon juffice. They may abrogate old laws and make new, fettle the fucceflion to the

crown, define of doubtful rights whereof no law is made, appoint taxes, eflablifn forms

of religion, naturalize aliens, legitimate baftards, adjudge an infant (or minor) to be of

full age, attaint a man of treafon after his death, condemn or acquit them who are upon
their trial, give the moft free pardons, reflore in blood and name, &c. And the confent

of the parliament is taken to be the confent of every Englilliman.

But, how great foever be the power of king and parliament, yet they cannot reftrain

or confine future parliaments. Quod leges pojlenores priores contrarias abrogant. Is a

maxim In the law of parliament : and a fubfequent parliament has flill a power to ab-

rogate, fufpcnd, qualify, explain, or make void the afls of the former in the whole, or

any part thereof ; notwithfl:anding any words of reftraint, prohibition, or penalty la

the former.

Next, after this fupreme court of judicature, I proceed to the courts of juflke fitting

at Weftminft er, and opened lour times a year, called the four terms, viz. Eafler, Trinity,

Michaelmas, and Hilary.

Eafler-term begins the feventeenth day after Eafl:er, and lafleth twenty-feven days :

Trinity-term, the fifth day after Trinity-funday, and lafleth twenty days : JNIichaelmas-

term.
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term, the 23d of Oilobcr, and lafteth thirty-feven days: Hilary-term, the 23d of Ja-

nuary, and lafteth twenty-one days.

The feveral courts fitting at AVeftminfter are the courts of Chancery, Kinj^'s-bench,

and Common-pleas ; and thefe two, viz. the court of Exchequer, and that of the duchy

of Lancafter, which determine controverfics concerning the revenues ot the crown.

The principal are the high court of Chancery and the court of King's-bonch, both

fitting at the upper end of Weftminfter-hall ; the laft being a court of juflice, that ob-

ferves nothing but the ftrift letter of the law ; and the firft a court of mercy, in which

caufes are tried, not according to the ftridnefsof the law, but by the rules of equity.

And as the King's-bench is a court in which the pleas are argued between the king

and fubjeft, fo in the court of Common-pleas are debated the ufual pleas of right and

wrong in matters of debt between fubjedl and fubjecl:.

But notwithflanding thefe courts ara kept at Weftminfter, and every fubjeci may be

brought thither at any of the terms above-mentioned, by fpecial writ iflued from the

refpcdive courts; yet thereare afiizes or courts kept twice a year in every county of

England, for the eafe of the people in the diftribution of juflice ; the twelve judges

going for that purpofe, by commiffion from the king, to do juftice all over England :

and this is called going the circuit. And England is divided into fix circuits, viz. Home
circuit, containing Eflex, Hertford, SulTex, Surrey, Kent j Norfolk Circuit, Bucking-

ham, Bedford, Huntington, Cambridge, Norfolk, Sufl'olk ; Midland circuit, Warwick,

Leicefter, Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, Rutland, Northampton ; Oxford circuit,

Berks, Oxford,' Gloucefter, Monmouth, Hereford, Salop, Staftbrd, Worcefter

;

Weftern circuit, Southampton, Wilts, Dorfet, Somerfet, Cornwall, Devon ; Northern

circuit, York, Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and Lan-

cafter.

The courts thus kept by thefe itinerant judges are called the affizes, in which they

judge both civil and criminal caufes. Which affizes are diftinguiffied into Lent and

Summer affizes, the firft falling out prefently after Hilary term, the laft after Trinity

term. They are ufually held at the county-town, and that with great attendance and

feafting of the judges and country gentlemen and ladies, who upon thefe occafions en-

deavour to fhdw how much they efteem Hberty and thefecurity of their property under

good and wholefome laws and juft judges, by endeavouring to excel each other in

their own degree of life in a gay but genteel appearance, and fumptuous but frugal

hofpitality.

When the judges are coming into a county, the ftieriff thereof is bound to attend in

perfon, with the under-officers, clerks, ftewards of courts, bailiffs ot hundreds, con-

ftables, jailors, &c. all riding on horfeback. If the flieriff cannot come himfelf, hemuft
fend one in his place, to be allowed of by the judges. The juftices ot peace in that

county are alio to attend. And if either the Iherift' or they fail therein, they may be

fined at the difcretion of the judges.

It is obfervable that in each county all caufes grown to an iffiie in the courts at

Weftminfter, are commonly determined here in two or three days. Which is done,

not by fole arbitrament of the judges, (as with us, and in other arbitrary governments)

but by a jury of twelve men.
This jury is chofcn by the Iheriff of the county, and only directed in point of law

by the judges. For every trial by affize (whether the action be civil or criminal, pub-
lick or private, pcrfonal or real) is referred for the fadt to a jury, as in moft courts of
tfae common-law ; and as they find it, fo paffeth judgment.

s 2 By
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By a commiffion of Oyer and Tci-miner, dircftcd to the judges and others of the

befl: account in their circuits, they are impowered to judge of treafons, murders,

felonies, and niifdemeauours. And, by a commiffion of jail-delivery, direded only to

themfelves and the clerk of the affize alfociate, they are to try every prifoner for the

offence he ftands committed for.

The commitment is commonly made by fomejuflice of the peace, who examines

the fatt upon oath ; and, if the evidence be found plain againft the malefaftor, he fends

him by a mittimus to the county-jail ; where he is kept prifoner, till his cafe be brought

before thejullices of peace at the next quarter-feffions, or referred to the affizes.

The common officers appointed to feize upon malefaSors, are called conftables, and

in fomc places headboroughs, or tythingmen.

Their office is to apprehend, upon information given, fuch as break the peace, and
common malefaftors, and to carry them before a juftice of the peace. Upon a charge

given him by ajuftice, or a warrant from him, he may feize one upon fufpicion of a

crime. If the juftice fee caufe, he commits the party brought before him to jail. The
conftable being charged with him, delivers him up to the jailor's cuflody, with the juf-

tice's mittimus (or warrant) to the jailor. And the prifoner muff: lie there, till he comes
to his trial : when he is either condemned, or acquitted by law.

A conftable at London and Weftmlnfter has, for a badge of his authority, a long

flaff" painted, with the king's arms ; and fometimes a fliort one, which he keeps out

of fight for a furprife. He may call his neighbours to his affiftance ; and, if they do

not affift him, they may be fined.

In cafe of murder, there are three or four coroners in every county, except Che-

fhire, which has but two coroners ; whofe office is, upon fufpicion of murder, to fum-

mon a jury, in order to inquire into the party's death, upon view of the body. Upon
an indiftment of murder, he is allowed 1 ^s. ^d. out of the goods of the murderer.

This officer, by virtue of a writ in chancery, is chofen by the freeholders of the

county. He may, by a writ, arreft the ftieriif of the county. Formerly none could

be a coroner, under the degree of a knight.

A degree below the afiizes is the court of the quarter-feffions, kept four times a

year in each county, by the juftices of peace; who are a fort of magiftrates, appointed

by commiffion to keep the peace of the county they live in ; to examine, and commit to

prifon, upon good evidence, all rioters, vagabonds, thieves, murderers, and almoftall

delinquents, and to fee them brought forth in due time to their trial.

They are put in commiffion by the crown, which limits the number as the prince re-

gent thinks fit ; and among other powers granted by ftatute-law to thefe officers, this

is none of the Icaff beneficial to the fubjeft's peace and fecurity : That if one, being

threatened by another, will fwear before a juftice of peace, that he thinks himfelf in

danger of his life, from the threatening party, the juftice has power to make him give

fecurity for his good behaviour during a year and a day, or commit him to jail.

As to their quarter-feffions, it is a court held quarterly, therefore called quarter-

feffions : At which the grand inqueft (or jury) of the county is fummoned to appear,

who are (upon oath) to inquire of publick offenders.

This jury, commonly called grand jury, confifts of twenty-four men, fome gentle-

men of eftates, and otlier fubftantial yeomen, chofen by the fherift' out of the whole
county, to confider of all bills of indictment that ffiall be brought into court. The
court being met, and bills brought into it, thefe are either found, or not found, that is,

either allowed by the jury, or not, according to the evidence. If the bill be found, it

is brought in billa vera ; if not found, it is brought in ignoramus.

I fliall
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[ fliall now conclude with the trial of malefactors in England, the method whereof is

very fmgular, and diiferent from other nations.

The court being met, the prifoners are brought into court, one, two, or three at a

time. The clei'k commands one of them to the bar, and to hold up his hand. Then
he charges him with his crime, and afks him, Whether he is guilty, or not guilty. If

he anfwers guilty, his trial is over, and nothing left but the fentence to be pronounced
againft him. If he flands mute, and will not anfwer (which happens but leldom) his

punifliment is to be prefled to death.

But the ufual Way is to anfwer Not guilty, though the p rifoner's guilt be never fo ap-

parent, and he has confelTed the hd: before his trial : For tiie law of England takes no
notice of fuch confefllon, and the judges proceed only upon evidence, fo that, unlefs

the witnefles, who are upon their oaths, be pofitive and clear againil the prifoner, the

jury will acquit him.

The prifoner having pleaded Not guilty, the clerk alks him this queRion, Wilt thou

be tried by God and the country? The anfwer is, Yes ; and then the clerk tells him
the crime he has been indicted for, that he has pleaded Not guilty to it ; and that

being afked how he would be tried, he has anfwered, By God and the country. Next,

he fhews him the jury, that reprefents the county, bids him take a view of them, and
to fpeak if he has any thing to object againft them, for that he Itands upon life and.

death.

The jury confifls of twelve men, at leaft. And if the prifoner be a foreigner, it is a

party jury, half Englifli, and half foreigners. If the prifoner makes them no excep-

tion againil any of them, twelve are fworn to give in their verdi£t, after the trial is

over..

Whereupon the crier calls in the evidence againft the prifoner. The prifoner is free

to make what defence he can, and, provided he keep within bounds, the judges freely

hear what he can fay for himfelf.

"When the evidence is over, the judge directs the jury, and bids them difcharge their

confcience. If the cafe be plain, they agree upon the verdift, without going from the

bar. But if the cafe requires a debate, they withdraw into a room, only with a copy

of the indictment ; where they are all locked in, without bread or drink. Sec. till they

are unanimoully agreed on the verdict ; and an officer without watches them. If any <

one of the jury fhould die in the mean time, the prifoner would be ipfo faclo acquitted.

The jury being agreed on the verdidt, they fend notice of it to the court, by the

aforefaid officer, and pray to be heard. Then the prifoner is fent for again to the bar,

and bidden to hold up his hand, and hear the verdict, which is in one word Guilty, or in

two. Not guilty. Thus the prifoner is either condemned, or acquitted, for the verdict

is unalterable.

If no evidence comes in againft the prifoner, when brought to his trial, he is acquit-

ted.

As to prifoners that ftand not indi£ted, but were only fcnt to prifon upon fufpicion,

they are proclaimed in this manner ;
" A. B. prifoner. Hand here at the bar. if any

man can fay any thing againil him, let him fpeak, for the prifoner ftands at his de-

hverance." If, upon this, no evidence appears againft him, he is acquitted 3 and this

is called deliverance by proclamation.

To thefe courts I ffiall add thofe of flieriffs, mayors and aldermen, court-leets,

court-barons, and courts of confcience : Alfo the court of admiralty, court-raarftial,

and the forelt-courts.

A flierilV
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A (heriff is a maglRrate, whofe power reaches all over the county, except fiich

cities and towns as are countiss of themfelves.

All flieriffs are appointed by the fovereign every year, feme few cafes excepted.

Firft, the judges nominate fix fit men of each county, and commonly gentlemen of

good eftates, out of which the king chufes whom he thinks fit. Formerly a flieriiF

I'crved many years together, and now it is like that of a mayor, but a yearly office ;

except the fheriff of Weftmoreland, whofe office is hereditary by charter from king
John, the earl of Thanet being now in polleffion of it.

The office of flieriff is both miniflerial and judicial. As it is minifterial, he is to

execute mandates, and all writs diretled to him out of the king's court of juftice.

He is to impannel juries, to bring caufes and malefactors to trial, and to fee the fen-

tences executed. In fliort, all execution of the law is by the flieriff, and fuits begin-

ning, and procefs being Terved, by him. It is alfo part of his office to collefl all pub-

lick fines, diftredes, and amercements into the Exchequer, or where the king flvall

appoint j and to make fuch payments out of them, as his majefty fhall command him
to do. At the affizes he is to attend the itinerant judges, and guard them all the time

they are in the county.

As his office is judicial, he keeps two feveral courts, one called the county-court, and
the other the flieriff's-tum.

The firfl is held monthly by the ffieriff or his deputy, in which he hears and deter-

mines civil caufes of the county, under 40J. At the Iheriff's-turn inquiry is made of

all criminal offences againd the common law, in which he is not reftrained by ftatute-

law. This court is held twice a year. But all peers of the realm, clergymen, and fuch

as keep courts of their own, are exempted from its jurifdidion.

Laftly, all thofe officers commonly called bailiffs, and in the city of London, fer-

jeants, are appointed by the fheriffs to ferve writs, to diftrain goods, and to fummon the

county-feffions and affizes.

A mayor's power reacheth over the corporation of which he is mayor. The mayor
is the prime magillrate of a corporation, whether a city or town; and is chofen out of

the body of aldermen, for one year only. In fome places this magiilrate is called by
the name of bailiff.

The mayor, with his brethren the alderman, keep a court : And they, with the com-
mon-council, have a power to make bye-laws, for the better government of the city or

corporation, provided they be not repugnant to the lav.-s of the land.

Court-leets and court-barons are properly belonging to lords of manors, who appoint

ftewards to hold them in their names.

The firft, otherwife called view of frank pledge, is a court of record, and the wgrd
leet fignifies a law day.

To this court all are called to fwear fidelity to the king, who live within the homage.

Here inquiry is made of riots, blood-flied, and privy confpiracies, to which the over-

fight of meafurcs has been added. And what offences are found, cfpecially great

ones, ought to be certified to the juflices of affize. This court is kept twice a year.

A court-baron is incident to every manor, and is fo called from the lord of the

manor, who was anciently (tiled baron.

All the tenants belonging to the manor are fummoned to this court, where part of

them are fworn for a jury, which is called the homage, not the inqueft. Here the

ftewards fits as judge, and direds the jury to inquire principally of copy-holders and

free-holders deceafed fince the laft court, and bring in their next heirs ; alfo of any in-

croachment
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croachment or intrufion of any tenant. Here they make likewlfe orJers and laws

among thcmfelves, with a penalty for tranfgreflbrs, payable to the lord of the manor.

As tortile courts of confcience, there arc many fettled by parliament in feveral parts

of England, for the relief of poor people, th;it cannot fpare money to go to law with

their debtors, or to pay their creditors in the ftrictnefs of law. Thefe courts are eflab-

liflied for their relief, lb hr as to recover their debts, and pay their own upon cafy

terms, fuitable to their circumflances. But then the debt mud be under forty (hil-

lings.

From the courts aforefaid, moil: of them guided by the common law, I come now to

a court, which is ruled by the civil law ; I mean the court of admiralty, concerned ia

maritime affairs, whofe judge is commonly a doftorof the civil law. See what is faid

of the laws of Rhodes and Oleron above.

The writs and degrees of this court run in the name of the lord high admiral, who
has here his advocate and prodor, by whom all others are prefented, and admitted by

the judge.

Here is particularly a regifler and a marflial. The marflial attends the court, carry-

ing a filvcroar before the judge.

The court is held in the afternoon in the common-hall at Do£tors-Commons.

The court-marlhal judges of any fuit concerning the arms of nobility, or gentry, and

the earl marflial of England (or his deputy) is the proper judge thereof. For the earl

marflial is veiled with a power of ordering, judging, and determining all matters con-

cerning arms, crefl:s, fupporters, cognizances, pedigrees, devices, and enfigns armorial ;

alfo of making and prefcribing rules, ordinances, and decrees for granting, controul-

ing, and regulation thereof, and the putting in execution the laws and ordinances re-

lating thereunto.

This court is kept in the hall of the heralds office, and fometimes in the court of re-

quefl:s : Where any nobleman or gentleman, abufed in point of honour or arms, may
find relief.

The forefl; courts are eftablifhed for the confervation of the king's forefls, and pre-

venting all abufes therein. To which end there are three courts, one called the juflice

of eyre's feat, another the fwainmote, and the third is the court of attachment.

I come now to treat of the fpiritual courts ; and though it is now almofl; neglefted I

Ihall begin with the convocation, which is a general aflfembly of the clergy, to confult oi

church matters. The fame is either national or provincial, that is, of the clergy of

both provinces, or only of one ; and never meets but in time of parliament.

'Tis like the parliament, divided into two houfes,the upper and the lower. And all

members thereof have, by ftatute, the fame privileges for thenifelves and menial fer-

varits, as the members of parliament have.

The upper houfe, in the province of Canterbury, confiils of twenty-two bifhops.

The archbifhop is the prefident thereof, who fits in a chair at the upper end of (he

table, and the bifliops on each fide, all in their fcarlet robes and hoods, the archbi-

fhop's hood being furred with ermine, and the bifliops with minever.

The lower houfe confiflis of the deans and archdeacons, one proctor for every chap-

ter, and two proftors for the inferior clergy of the diocefe.

Henry the Vllth's chapel at Wefl:ir>infl;er is the ufual meeting place for the province

of Canterbury ; and York the place for the province of York.
The firit bufinefs of the lower houfe is to chufe a prolocutor or fpeaker ; who being

chofen, is prefented to the upper houfe by two of the members j one of them making a

6 fpeech
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fpecch in Latin, and the prolocutor elecl:, another. To which the archbifiiop anfwers

in the fame language, and approves tlie perfon in the name of all the bifliops.

The matters debated by both houfes are properly church and religious matters ; firfl

propofed in the upper, and then communicated to the lower houfe, the major vote pre-

vailing in each houfe. But whatever is tranfacled there, can be of no force, without

the concurrence of both houfes of parliament, and the royal affent.

The executive power of ecclefiailical laws is lodged in feveral courts, provided for

that purpofe. Whofc proper matters are ordinations, inftitution of clerks to bene-

fices, celebration of Divine fervice, tithes, oblations, obventions, mortuaries, dilapida-

tions, i-eparation of churches, matrimonial rights, divorces, general baftardy, probate

of wills, adminiftrations, penfions, procurations, commutation of penance, apoftacy,

fimony, hcrefy, fchifm, blafphemy, fornications, adulteries, incelts, &c.

The manner of trials in thefe courts differs from thofe at common law. The firfl;

ftep here is a citation, then a bill and anfwer. Next they proceed to proofs, witneffes

and prefumption, the matter being argued pro and con, and the canon and civil law

quoted. Whereupon the judge's decifive fentence paffeth without any jury, and then

execution follows.

In criminal caufes, the trial is by accufation, the accufer taking upon him to prove

the crime. Or elfe by denunciation, when the church-wardens prefent upon common
fame, and are not bound to prove, the crime being notorious, and it being prefumed

they do it without malice.

The archbifliop of Canterbury has no lefs than three feveral courts, viz. the court of

arches, the court of audience, and the court of peculiars.

The court of arches is fo called from the arched church of St. Mary-Ie-Bow, where
this court is wont to be held.

All appeals in church matters within the province aforefaid, are directed to this

court, and all procefs of it runs in the name of the judge : who is called official of the

court of arches, otherwife dean of the arches.

The advocates that plead in this court muft be doftors of the civil law.

Both the judge and advocates wear fcarlet robes, with hoods lined with taffety if they

be of Oxford, or white minever fur, if of Cambridge, and round black velvet caps.

Here are alfo ten proftors to manage caufes, who wear hoods lined with lamb-

fkin, if not graduates ; but if graduates' hoods proper to their degree.

By the ftatutes of this court, all arguments made by the advocates, and petitions by
the proftors, are in the Latin tongue.

The next court to that, and of equal authority with it, is the court of audience,

whofe original is thus : When the arch-bifhop heard caufes in his own palace, he

would not finally determine them himfelf, but left to them to be difculTed by certain

men learned in the civil and canon law, hence called his auditors, till at lafl; thofe caufes

were committed to one.

The prerogative court Is that in which writs are proved, and all adminifl:rations taken,

that belong to the archbifliop by his prerogative ; that is, where the deceafed had goods
of any confiderable value out of the diocefe wherein he died. That value is ufually 5I.

but in the diocefe of London, lol.

Upon any contefl: about fuch will or adminiftration, the caufe is properly debated and

decided in this court, to which there belongs a judge. And his oflice, commonly
called the prerogative office, is now kept in Dean's-court, near St. Paul's church-yard,

where for a moderate fee one may have a copy of any will.

5 The
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The archbifliop of York lias alfo fuch another court, which Is called his exchequer,

but far inferior to this, as to power and profit.

The court of peculiars is about certain pariflies, that have jurifdiftion within them-

felves for probate of wills, kc, and therefore exempt from thebifliops' courts. The
fee of Canterbury has no lefs than fifty-fevcn fuch peculiars, it being an ancient privi-

lege of that fee, that where-ever any manor or advowfon does belong to it, the

parifh becomes exempt from the ordinary, and is reputed peculiar.

I muft not omit to fpeakhereof the court of delegates, fo called, as confifting of

commoners delegated or appointed by royal commiffion, to fit upon an appeal to the

king in the court of chancery.

But this is no flanding court, the judges being appointed by the lord chancellor (or

lord keeper) under the great feal of England, only pro ilia vice. So that, upon every

caufe or bufinefs, there is a new commiHion and new judges, according tothe nature of

the caufe. Sometimes bifhops, common-law judges, noblemen, knights, and civilians
;

fometimcs bifliops, and fometimes civilians only.

In this court the citations and decrees run in the king's name ; and here is a fland-

ing regiller. From hence there lies no appeal in common courfe, but the king may
grant a commiffion of review, under the great feal.

Befides the courts aforefaid, every bilhop has a court of his own, which is held in

the cathedral of his diocefe, and is called the confiftory court. Over which he has a

chancellor, who being learned in the civil and canon law, fits as judge. And, if his

diocefe be large, he has befides a commiflary in fome remote place, who judges certain

caufes limited to him by the bifhop in his commiffion.

Laftly, every arch-deacon has his court, in which fmall differences arifing within his

jui-ifdiftion are determined.

The dean and chapter of every cathedral or collegiate church have alfo a court,

wherein they take cognizance of caufes depending upon thefaid churches.

Having thus gone through the feveral forms of law, and the different courts ofjuffice

and good government in the Englifh conftitution, my prefent intention is to write of the

punifhments inflifled upon offenders by thefe different courts. Where let me premife,

that as the ufe of racks, to extort confeffion from the mouth of delinquents, is

baniflied from England, fo the capital punifhment of breaking upon the wheel, ufed in

moli: countries of Europe, or impaling the criminal, frequent among the Turks, ars
looked upon here as too cruel and barbarous for chriftians to ufe.

'Tis true, the punifhment of traitors againft the king had a face of cruelty, when
their entrails were pulled out of their bellies, and burnt before their faces, befoi'e they
were quite dead. But of late years no traitor has been cut down alive.

For fuch as ftand mute at their trial, and refufe to anfwer guilty, or not guilty, prefs-

ing to death is the proper punifhment. Then the prifoner is laid in a low dark room in

the prifon, all naked but his privy members, his back upon the bare ground, his arms and
legs ftretched with cords, and faflened to the feveral quarters of the room. This done,
he has a great weight of iron and flone laid upon him. His diet, till he die, is only
three morfels of barley bread without drink the next day ; and if he lives beyond it, he
has nothing daily, but as much foul water out of the next channel or ditch as he can
drink at three feveral times, and that without any bread. Which grievous death feme
refblute offenders have chofen, to fave their eflates to their children : Becaufe upon
conviction, and the juries' verdict, the criminals' eftatcs, if not otherwife fettled or en-
tailed, are forfeited to the crown,
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The mod ufual punifftment in England for capital crimes is hanging : in order to

which, the condemned prifoner is conveyed in a cart from theprifon to the place of ex-

ecution, and hanged till he is dead ; being met at the gallows by a clergyman,

to prepare him for death. But in cafe of robbery and murder, the malefador is

hanged in chains, in terrorem, till his body be wafted, or devoured by the fowls of

the air.

Though counterfeiting and clipping the coin be high treafon, yet offenders therein

are only hanged ; but they arc drawn, as traitors, on a fledge to the place of execu-

tion ; and if women, they are burnt alive : for burning alive is what the law inflids

upon women guilty of high or petty treafon. But, inilead of fulfering the utmofl; ri-

gour of the law, the criminal is ufually ftrangled before the fire takes hold of her at the

ijake.

Beheading is only ufed for perfons of quality, convifted of any capital crime ; the

criminal's head being ftruck of}" with an axe, lying down upon a block.

A traitor's head is commonly expofed to public view, over a gate of the town.

The law of England includes all capital crimes in thefe three, viz. high-treafon, petty-

trcafon and felony.

The firft is a crime of Hate, which confifts in plotting, confpiring, or rifing up in arms
againft the fovereign, and endeavouring to fubvert the government. Counterfeiting and

clip_ping the coin is alfo high-treafon by law,

Petty-treafon is, when a child kills his father, a fervant his mafler or miftrefs, a wife

her hulband, or a clergyman his prelate. And
By felony are meant thefts, robberies, ftiurders, 6:c,

Such punifhmcnts as are not capital, or do not reach death, are burning in the hand
j

a punifhmcnt inflided upon fuch as are found guilty of manflaughter, or chance-

n>edley.

IManllaughtcr, in the fenfe of the law, is the unlawful killing of one without prepenfed

malice ; as', when two that formerly meant no harm to one another meet, and fuddenly

falling out the one kills the other.

Chance-medley, or manflaughter by mif-adventure, is the cafual killing of a man, not

altogether without the killer's fault, though without an evil intent; for which the of-

fender fhall have his pardon of courfe, unlei's he were doing an unlawful aft ; as when
two arc fighting together, a third man comes to part them, who is killed by one of the

two.

Whipping, and tranfportation, are proper punifhmcnts for petty-larceny, or fmall

theft, under the ancient value of twelve-pence. The tranfportation is into the Weft In-

dies for a term of years, during which they are ufed as flaves.

The pillory is properly ufed for cheats, perjurers, libellers, and blafphemers ; and the

ftocks for vagrant idle fellows, who can give no good account of ihemfelves.

There arc alfo pecuniary mulcls, called lines, inflifted upon fome offenders, who mufl

remain in prifon till the fame be paid.

In cafe of a premunire, and mifprifion (or concealing) of treafon, the offender for-

feits the profits of his lands during his life, and all his goods, befides imprifonment for

life.

The fpiritual courts have alfo their punifliments j fome peculiar to the clergy, and

fome common to the clergy and laity.

Of the firft fort is, i. Siifpenfio ab officio^ when a clergyman is for fome fcandalous of-

fence fufpended for a time from his olfice j 2. Siifpenfio a bencficio, when he is for fome

time
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time deprived of the profits of liis benefice; 3. Deprivatio ab officio '<^ bevefcio, where-

by he lofes both his office and benefice, which is commonly for fome heinous or capital

crime : then he is iblcmnly fh-ipped by the bifliop of his prieltly habit, and dchvered up

to the c!vil power, to be puniihed as a hiyman.

I come itow to the fpiritual puniihments, inflicled both upon the clergy and

laity.

One is excommunication, or an exclufion from tite church ; which is of two forts,

tninor and mnjor, the lefler and the greater.

The firfl is an exclufion from the communion of the Lord's fupper, upon contempt

of the court ; by which the party excommunicated is, by law, difabled from being a

plaintiff in any fuit.

The fecond is for enormous crimes, as hcrcfy, inccft, adultery : a perfon fo excom-

monicated being difabled from being plaintiff or witnei's in any court, civil or ecclcfiafti-

cal ; and if he continue forty days excommunicated, without acknowledging and giving

fatisfat^ion for his offence, a writ comes againrt: him out of Chancery, de cxcojumunicaii

capiendo, to caft him into prifon without bail, and there to lie till he has fully fatisfied for

his offence.

Another punifliment is that called anathema, ufed only for obftinate hereticks ; where-

by the offender is declared a publick euemy of God, curfed, and delivered over to eter-

nal damnation. This is done by the bifliop himfelf, affifted by the dean and chapter,

or twelve other grave and beneficed clergymen.

The third is a publick penance, when the delinquent is compelled to make a publick

confcffion of his fault in the church. But, if the crime be not very notorious, the faid

penance may be commuted, at the delinquent's requeft, into a pecuniary mulft, for the

poor of the parifli, or fome other pious ufe
;
provided this appears to be the more pro-

isable way to reclaim the offender.

Chap. VIII.

—

Of}he Religion and Morals of the Englijli.

CHRISTIANITY did not flourifh here till the reign of Lucius, a Bntlfh king, and
the firll chrillian king, towards the end of the fecond age.

When the heathen Saxons came to be poffeffed of this ifland, and the natives forced

to take flicker amongfl: the mountains of Wales, the chrifliian faith fled with them, and

this country was again darkened with heathenifm ; till, about the year 596, Auftin the

monk being fent by pope Gregory the Great to preach the gofpel here, the work prof-

pered fo well by his diligence and zeal, that all the Saxons were by degrees converted to

die chrifliian faith, and Auftin made the firft archbifljop of Canterbury, but with a fub-

jedion to the church of Rome. Thus the church of England continued fubjeft to the

Roman church till the reign of Henry VIII. who, being difgufled at the pope, re-affum-

ed the power of the chriftian Britifli kings, his ancient predecellbrs, and laid by that

means the ground for a reformation ; in which a great progrefs was made in the next

reign \ but queen Mary, fucceeding next to her brother Edward, overthrew the refor-

mation : but her filter, the famous queen Elizabeth, coming next upon the throne of
England, re-eftabliflied the reformed religion, in the year 1562. The dotlrinal points,

confifting of 39 articles, were confirmed by the queen and parliament : the fubllance

of which take as follows :

' I. The unity of the godhead, and trinity of perfons, owned.
• 2. That the fecond perfon, the word made flefli, being in two diftinci: natures, and

cnc undivided perlon, Chrift, very God, and very man, fuffcred, was crucified, dead
T 2 and
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and buried, a facrifice to God for original and actual fin.

* 3. That he defcended into hell.

' 4. That he rofe again from death, and afcended Into heaven, and fliall return again

to judge all men at the lad day.

' 5. That the Holy Ghod proceedeth from the Father and the Son, of the fame fub-

flance, majefty and glory, very and eternal God.
' 6. That the holy fcripture containeth all things neceflary to falvation, viz, thefe

books, which are canonical, Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy,
Jofliua, Judges, Ruth, 1 of Samuel, 2 of Samuel, i of Kings, 2 of Kings, i of
Chronicles, 2 of Chronicles, i ofEfdras, 2 of Efdras, Efther, Job, Pfalms, Proverbs,

Ecclefiafles, Canticles, four greater prophets, and twelve Icffer prophets.
' The -Apocryphal are to be read for example of life, and inftrudion of manners ; viz.

third and fourth of Efdras, Tobit, Judith, the reft of Efther, Wifdom, Ecclefiafticus,

Baruch, Song of the three Children, hiltory of Sufannah, of Bell and Dragon, prayer

of Manaffes, firft and fecond book of Maccabees.
' That all the books of the New Teftament, as commonly received, are cano-

nical.

' 7. That the Old Teftament doth agree with the New, in offering eternal life by
the mediatorfliip of Chrift. That the old fathers looked farther than on tranfitory pro-

mifes ; and although the ceremonial and ritual law doth not ftill bind, yet the moral

commandments do.

' 8. That the three creeds, viz. of the apofllcs, Nicene, and Athanafian, ought tho-

roughly to be believed, and may be warranted out of fcripture.

' 9. That original fin is the corruption of eveiy man's nature, and a continual propcn-

fity to evil, deferving God's wrath.
' 10. That we can do no good works without the grace of God, by Chrift, prevent-

ing us.

'11. That we are juftified only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift

by faith, and not for our own works.
* 1 2. That good works, acceptable to God in Chrift, do neceflarily fpring out of a true

faith, which is known by them as a tree by its fruit.

* 13. That no works done before the gi-ace of Chrift, and infpiration of his Holy

Spirit are good.
'

1 4. That the doftrine of fupererogation (to wit, that there are good works which

God hath not commanded) is falfe.

' 15. That Chrift alone was without fin, and all of us offending in many things.

*
1 6. That after baptifm and the Holy Ghoft received, a man may fall into deadly fin,

and by the grace of God may again rife, repent, amend, and be forgiven.

' 17. That fome are predeftinated of God to life eternal by Chrift : fuch are called

accordingly, and through grace obeying the call, are juftified freely. That as the con-

fideration of predeftination is comfortable and beneficial to fpiritual men, fo it is of

dangerous concern to carnal men. And that we mull receive God's promifes as they

are revealed, and acquiefce in his will as it is declared in holy writ.

' 18. That no man can be faved by living up to the rules of any law or feft, but only

by the name of Jefus Chrift.

* 19. That the vifible church of Chrift is a congregation of faithful men, in which

the pure word of God is preached, and the facraments duly adminiftered ; and that the

church of Rome had erred in matters of faith, as fome other ancient churches have

^one.
* 20. That
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* 20. That the church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in

controverfies of faith
j

yet cannot lawfully ordain any thing contrary to God's word, or
expound any one place of fciipture repugnant to another, or inforce any thing to be be-

lieved for neceillty of falvation, beiides what is in holy writ.

' 2 f . That general councils are not to meet without the will of princes. That they
may err, and fometimes have erred. Nor have they authority to ordain any thing as ne-

ccflary to falvation, but out of the holy fcripture.

' 22. That the Romifli dodrines of purgatory, pardons, worfliip of images, relicks, and
invocation of faints, cannot be warranted by fcripture, but are rather repugnant to the

word of,God.
' 23. That no man ought to preach publickly, or adminifter the facraments, unlef*

he be lawfully called, and fent thereto by publick church authority.

' 24. That praying or adminiftering the facraments in an unknown tongue, is repuf^-

nant to the word of God, and the cuftoin of the primitive church.
' 25. That facraments ordained of Chrift are not only badges or tokens of chriflianity,

but rather fure witnefles, and effectual figns of grace and God's good-will towards us.

That the two facraments ordained of Chrifl are baptifm and the fupper of the Lord

;

and that confirmation, penance, orders, matrimony, and extreme undiion, are not gofpel

facraments, having no vifible fign or "ceremony in the gofpel. That the facraments

were not ordained to be gazed upon, or carried about in procefllon, but for a due ufe :

and that they have a wholefome efFedl only upon worthy receivers, and a quite contrary

to others.

' 26. That the unworthinefs of minifters make none of Chrift's ordinances inefFe£tua<l

to worthy receivers.

< 27. That baptifm is a vifible fign and feal of regeneration ; and that the baptifm of
young children is mod agreeable with the inftitution of Chrifl.

' 28. Thefacrament of the Lord's fupper is, to worthy communicants, a partaking

of the body and blood of Chrift. That tranfubftantiation cannot be proved by holy writ,

but is repugnant to it. That the body of Chrift is given, taken, and eaten only after an
heavenly and fpiritual manner by faith ; and that this facrament was not by Chrift's or-

dinance referved, carried about, lifted up, or worfhipped.
' 2g. That the wicked are not in this facrament partakers of Chrift ; but rather to

their condemnation do eat and drink the fign of fo great a thing.

' 30. That the cup is not to be denied to the laity.

'31. That the one oblation of Chrift, as propitiation and fatisfadlion for fin, was
finifiied upon the crofs, and that the popifti facrifices of mafles are blafphenious.

' 32. That the marriage ofprieftsis not unlawful.

* 33. That the converiation of perfons excommunicated is to be avoided.
* 34, That traditions and ceremonies are variable, according to the authority ofevery

particular and national church.
' 35. That the fecond book of homilies contains that doftrine which is godly and

wholefome.
' 36. That the book of confecration of archbifhops and biftiops, and ordaining of

priefts and deacons, fet forth in the time of King Edward IV. is religious and godly ;

and that they who are confecrated and ordained according to the fame rites, are rightly,

orderly, and lawfully confecrated and ordained.
' 37. That the fovereign perfon in this realm, is chief governor in it, of all eftates,

in all caufes ecclefiaftical or civil, according to that only prerogative which we fee to have
been given always to all holy princes in holy fcripture by God hinafelf. That the bifliop

of
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of Rome hath no jurudlclion in England. That the laws of the realm may pun'ifli

chriltians with death, for heinous offences. That it is lawful for chriftian men, at the

command of the magiltrates, to wear weapons, and ferve in the wars.

'38. That the goods of chriftians are not common, yet that almfgiving is every man's

duty, according to his ability.

' 39. That as vain and rafh fwearingis forbidden oy Chrifl: and his apoftlc St. James,

fo when the magiftrate requires, a man may teflify upon oath in a caufe of faith and cha-

rity, fo it be done in juflice, judgment, and truth.'

By thofe articles, being the confefiion of faith of the church of England, and a fum-

mary of her doftrine, not only the cpifcopal governujent is retained, but alfo fuch rites

and ceremonies as are appointed by the church, for decency's fake, are allowable.

Such as the ufe of the furpiice, the bowing and kneeling before the altar, the fign of the

crofs at baplifm, and a few ethers. But thefe extrinfecals proved fuch a itumbling-block

to iomc of the reformed party, as made at leaft a rent in the church : who rather than

comply with thofe ceremonies, feparated themfelves from the church, keeping her fun-

damentals, but renouncing both her difcipline and rites. Thefe were called Dilfenters,

or Nonconfonnills, Puritans or Separatilts ; fonie of them Prefbyterians, fome Inde-

pendents, and others i^. nabaptifts ; all of them making a great party.

The molt conliderablc are the Prefbyterians, fo called from their ecclefiaftical govern-

ment by prelbyters, or elders. Thefe come neareft in point of dodrine to the church

of t ngland.

The Independents, or Congregationalifts, are fo called, becaufe each congregation

amongft them governs itlelf independently from all others.

The Baptifts or Anabaptifts, from their re-baptizing as many as come into their com-

munion, who were baptized in their infancy. For they are againft pedo-baptifm, or bap-

tizing of children.

Thefe feels however agree in fundamentals with all the proteftant churches, but come
neareft to the Calvinifts. It is true, they ufe no liturgy, as the Calvinifts do, but only

extemporal prayers ; the very Lord's prayer being difufed amongft them, which is not

fo amongft the Calvanifts.

licfides thofe ftcls aforefaiJ, there is another particular kdc, I mean thofe called

Quakers, from their former way of quaking and groaning in their meetings, when they

waited for the fpirit. They are a fort of enthuiiafts, that pretend to infpiration. It is

true, they own the Trinity, and that the writers both of the Old and New Teftament

tvcre infpired. But they reject all minifterial ordinances, ufe nofacrament, and pretend

to a light within that leads them into the way of truth.

In civil matters they will have all men -equal, and think all oaths unlawful. There-

fore they only ufe yea or no, to affirm or deny a thing. They ridicule the civility of

the hat, and their way i; to thou all men without diftindion, the prince as well as the

cobler. The plural number, when we fpeak to one, is to them a great folecifm. And
whereas moff names of days and months arc of pagan origin, they never name them but

thus, as the day called Tuefday, the month called January. They affedt plainnefs in

their garb j but in the way of trade, in which they thrive prodigiouily, they are asfubtle

as any,

I come now to the Roman Catholicks, commonly called Papifts, and by the law Popiflj

Rccufants. There are divcrfe laws in force againft them, but fekioni put in execution.

If they could but keep within bounds, and behave themfelves peaceably, they need not

fear to be moltftcd by fo gentle a government.

Chap.
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Chap. IX.—0/* the Genius, Temper, Virtues, Vices, Diet, and Diverfions of the

Englijh.

THE natives of England, taking them as they come out of the hands of heaven, or

as nature formed them, are brave, generous, fincere, modeft, lovers of freedom, averfe

to tyranny, devout, benevolent, companionate, open-hearted, far from treachery or ma-
lice ; their judgments are found, and they bring arts and fciences to the grcateft per-

fection : So that I mud agree with Miffon, a native of France (who refided here, and
was well acquainted with the feveral nations of Europe) who fays of the Englifh, that

they are aftivc, robuft, courageous, thoughtful, devout, lovers of the liberal arts, and
as capable of the fciences as any people in the world ; and though they had their

faults, he was fatisficd from feveral years experience, that the more ftrangers were

acquainted with the Englifh, the more they would love and cfteem them

;

concluding his account of them in a kind of rapture, viz. '' What brave men do

I know in England ! What modei-ation ! What generofity ! What uprightnefs of heart

!

What piety and charity ! There are in England perfons that may be truly called ac-

complifhed ; men who are wifdom and goodnefs itfelf ; if we may fiiy fo much of any
thing befides God. Peace and profperity be eternally to England."

On the other hand it mud be acknowledged, that the Englini are frequently pafTion-

ate, melancholy, lickle, and unfieady, one moment applauding what they deteft the

next ; and their good nature, for which they are fo eminent, lays them open to a thou-

fand misfortunes : they know not how to deny any thing they are pi-efled to do, though
intirely agamft their judgment and inclinations : they are apt to look upon others as

fincere and upright in their intentions as themfclves, which makes them by no means a

match for thofe that are thoroughly verfed in the arts of tricking and evafion.

The nobility and gentry are too often inftrucled in their infancy, by thofe who have
opportunities of making the firft and moft lading impreflions on them, that their blood

didinguidies them from mortals of an inferior rank ; that they are in a manner of
another fpecies, and confequently have a right to treat the lower clafs of men with con-

tempt and infolence. And from fome few inflances of this kind foreigners have ap-

plied the fame charafter to the Englifli as is given of the Portuguefe, viz. " That the

nobility think thcmfelves gods, and require a fort of adoration ; that the gentry afpire

to equal them ; and the common people difdain to be thought inferior to either."

But the Englifh nobility and gentry oftener mifcarry through an excefs of good-
nature, than by their pride or vanity ; which is the rock on which the Portuguefe fplit.

In the bloom of youth they are utually brought up to town, replenifhed with every
thing that can give delight to the fons of men. Here they meet with many of their

own clafs ready to initiate them in every vice and folly of the age : and though they are

naturally ever ^o well inclined, few have the'refolution to refid the importunities of
thofe who already make part of the beau monde. To thefe they refign their underdand-
ings, as well as virtue ; wine, women, and play, alternately employ their time.

The merchants and principal tradefmen, the yeomanry and great farmers, are for

the mod part a fair, honed, and indudrious people ; and this part of the nation is cer-

tainly the happied. Every man here, if he underdood his trueintered, would wifh with

the wife man in facrcd writ, " That heaven would neither give him poverty nor riches."

For what is there defirable in life that thefe men want .'' They have houfes, horfes,

fervants, &c. but no ufelefs ones ; none that are unprofitable to themfelves or the com-
monweahh : their time is employed in merchandife, trade, hulbandry, or manufadures,

lo
'

that



144 "^"J^ VOYAGE OF GONZALES,

that dally bring in an Increafe of wealth to the kingdom, as well as to their own fami-

lies ; they undergo no more labour or hardlhip than what is conducive to their healths,

and to create them an appetite to their food ; and they have time enough to recreate

and refrefli themfelves when the bufinefs of the day is over.

But the clergy of the church of England feem to be the nioft unhappy men that ever

t\-ere dedicated to the priefthood : they have a multitude of profefled enemies, as papifts,

and dilTenters of every denomination ; they are hated and reviled by men of no princi-

ples, who are not a iinall tribe in that land of liberty ; and they have fcarce any refped

paid them by the majority of their own communion, for reafons which I do not care to

mention, though not -all of them peculiar to the Englifii parochial clergy.

I proceed now to take a view of the lower clafs of people ; namely, inferior tradefmen

and mechanicks, cottagers, labourers, and fervants. There are few countries where

thefe kind of men enjoy a greater (hare of freedom than they do here, yet too often be-

have themfelves arrogantly and infolently tov/ards their fuperiors. Many of them en-

tertain a notion that the Uberties and privileges of Englilhmen entitle them to be faucy.

In the city of London, and other populous trading towns, they generally get a good

livelihood, eat and drink well, and on Sundays and holidays, when they are not en-

gaged in bufinefs, appear very well cloathed ; and, in their own phrafe, look upon

themfelves to be as good as the beft, that is, deferve to be treated with refpeft.

Cottagers in the country are not altogether fo infolent ; they have fuch poor wages,

and depend fo entirely on the gentlemen and fanners, that they are ready to pay their

mafters the refpect that is due to them.

As to menial fervants, they are become the general plague of the nation, both in

town and country ; they arc not to be correcled, or even fpoke to, but they immedi-

ately threaten to leave their fervice, and are not afliamed to abufe thofe from whom
they receive their bread, and perhaps lift up their hands againfl. them.

The legifiature has provided abundance of excellent laws for maintenance of the

poor, and manufactures fufTicient to employ them all ; and yet, by indolent manage-

ment, few nations are more burdened with then\, there not being many countries where

the poor are in a worfe condition. And one great caufe of their increafe is, that a poor

man, though he has contlant work, does not earn more than four or five fhillings a week
(except in London, and fome other great trading towns) which will barely purchafe

bread and cheefe, and clothes for his family ; lb that if he falls fick or dies, his wife and

children infallibly come to the parifli for relief, who allow them a fmail pittance, or

confine them in a workhoufe, fo as juft to keep them from flarving, which drives the

greateft number rather to feek their bread by begging.

Chap. X.

—

Of the Englijh Way ofLiving, as to. Lodging, Food, Raiment, and Feiuel, Exer-

cifes and Recreations, hjlivals attd Fajiing-days, and fame partictdar Cujhms. Their

Computation of Time.

THEIR houfcs luve lightfomc {lalrcafes, lofty ceilings, clofets in mofl rooms, and

fafli-windows as high as the ceiling ; and though not gaudy, yet richly and commo-^
dioufly furnifiicd.

In point of diet, theEnglifh live mod upon butcher's meat, as the mofl proper nou-

rilhmcnt for this country ; and roots and herbs arc ufcd only as a fupplemcnt. They
are indeed great flefli-eaters, and that without^kitchen fophiilry

; plain-boiled, roafled,

or baked, being tlie general way of drefling it. French foups and kick-fliaws, venifon,

feOi, and fowl, are feldom eaten but by the better fort. In paflry-v ork, but chiefly

venifon-
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venifon-pafties, they excel all nations. Their variety of puddings, and on Chriftmas

holy-days their rich plum-porridge, Chriftmas-pies, and brawn, are properly Englilh

diflies, hardly known to other nations.

It is not many years fmce a little bread ferved their turn, and fome I have known who
fcarce did cat any.

Though malt-drink be their ufual liquor, yet vafl: quantities of wines are confumed
here, notwithltanding the dcamcfs of them by reafon of the duty : and wine is com-
monly drank here without water. Late in the afternoon, or evening, is the time

ufuallyafligned to take a chearful glafs ; though they have a generation of whetters, who
go to the tavern before dinner, and whet away their ftomachs.

In London they meet their acquaintance regularly almofl every evening, drink a

pint, or perhaps a bottle, to every man's Ihare, and part in good time. The fame

method almofl the gentlemen obfervc in the country, only inftead of drinldng at taverns,

they vifit one another in the afternoon at their own houfes.

For finenefs of colour, flrength, and palatablenefs, they have beer and ale not in-

ferior to wine ; but rather too quick and malignant in their operation.

Formerly they ufed to eat three or four meals a day, and fupper was the befl: meal

:

now a breakfaft of coffee, tea, or chocolate, with bread and butter, a flefh dinner, and

a fpare fupper, is the common pradice.

Coflee and tea, two fober liquors, are of common ufe in England, and take off

people very much from drinking of thofe diflilled ftrong liquors, which are apt to

confound and diforder the brain : but punch is much ufed, as well on land as by fea-

fiiring men.
The ufe of tobacco is very unlverfal, and indeed not improper for fo moifi: a cli-

mate.

For raiment, the common wear amongft the men is plain cloth and drugget, without

any thing of coftly ornament. But the fair fex fpares for nothing to make the befl ap-

pearance, the befl able in the richefl filksof 8 or lo/. a yard, with all the fet-ofFs that

art can poflibly invent.

England is too temperate a countrv to ufe (loves, as in cold climates : a chimney-fire,

of wood or pit-coals, is much better, and apt to chear up the fight.

From thefe necelTary things to human life,* I proceed to the Englifh exerclfes and re-

creations.

I pais by fuch as are common with other nations, as hunting, hawking, fowling,

fifhing, fliooting with bow and arrows, dancing, mufick, flage-plays, &c.

Playing at mall, fo frequent in France, is out of date in England ; and playing at

tennis, much difufed.

But bowling is very much in vogue, for which there are bowling-greens kept very

neat, peculiar to the Englifli. And fo is the recreation of paddock-courfes, horfe-

races,*

* A fport of late years become univerfal : fcarce a county in England but has its flated times and places

for racing in fpring and autumn, at which moil of the gentlemen of the feveral counties refpeftivcly af-

femble, Tliofe that ate fond of this diverfion are extremely nice in the breed of their horfcs, and have im-
ported the horfes of leveral countries in order to mend it. The gentry and nobility allemble at New-
market in September and OiSober annually, to partake of this diverfion ; when the king gives a plate to be
lun for : and I may venture to fay, that there is not in Europe to be feen fo many fine hories together as

13 met with on this occafion in the plains of Newmarket. Here the world feems to be very much upon the
level, no-body wear fwords, men of all degrees converfe freely together, bet and lay wagers without cere-

mony. It is not uncommon to run for a thoufand pounds at a time, and the bets frequently amount to

many thoufands. Here is a four-mile and fix-mile courfe on a level heath of excellent turf, witlunit hedge
or tree to inten upt the light, the lad h:ilf mile of the courfe OBly being upon a gentle afcent. It is very

TOi" 11. V cntertainio;^
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races, cock-fighting ; and with the common people leaping, wreflHng, bear-baiting,

bull-baiting, prizes, cudgels,* foot-ball in frofty weather, and throwing at cocks about
Shrovetide. Amongft which, the races fliew the wonderful fwiftnefs of Englifli horfes

;

cock-fighting, the courage of their cocks ; bear and bull-baiting, that of their dogs
;

and prizes, the dexterity and courage of fome men in the ufe of weapons.

The mufical way of ringing the bells is alfo peculiar to theEnglifh, wdience this ifland

is called in French, Vijlefonnantc, the ringing ifland.

I come now to give account of the Englifh feftival-days, particularly the holidays ai

Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide. The firft continue in a manner from Chriftmas-

day, December 25, to Twelfth-day, January 6, being days of entertainment among
friends and relations, in which alfo the landlords feafl; bheir tenants. This is done with

great prdfufenefs, and not without immoderation. As for the holidays of Eafler and
Whitfuntide, they are each of three days continuance.

They have alfo publick days of rejoicing, upon a civil account : particularly his ma-
jefty's birth-day, proclamation day, and coronation-day, when the Tower guns go off,

the bells ring, and the night is illuminated with candles and bonfires. The fifth of

November, being gun -powder treafon-day, is alfo a thankfgiving-day, for the wonder-

ful deliverance of King James I. and the parliament then fitting, at the point of being

blown up by popifli confpirators, as it is recorded.

The city of London has a particular day of rejoicing, viz. the 29th of Odtober,

which they call lord mayor's fhew 5 when the new lord mayor enters upon his ofiice

with the ufual folemnity.

Thofe are the fet days for publick rejoicings. But many focieties and companies

likewife have their feaifing-days : and in private families, efpecially of the better

fort, it is ufual to celebrate their birth and wedding-days with their mofl; intimate

friends.

As to fafting-days, the Church of England has indeed appointed Lent, as a par-

ticular time of farting and humiliation before God for their fins, but not to abltain

from flefh all that time. A moderate diet, of any fort of food, is allowed. How-
ever, many members of the Church of England abftain from tlefli on Wednefdays

and Fridays in Lent. But Good-Friday particularly is obferved with fading, till the

evening.

The 30th of January, being the day on which King Charles L was put to death, is

appointed by law to be devoutly obferved with farting, in detertation of that aft, and to

deter portcrity from the like attempt. The 2d of September, being the day when the

city of London was burnt, in the year 1666, has been yearly obferved, as a fart ever

fmce, by the citizens thereof; and the minirters of thofe churches that were burnt

down, ufed a particular form of prayer on that day. To deprecate God's judgments,

and implore his mercy, the fovcreign appoints folenm farts, when he thinks proper.

To fpeak of the particular curtoms of theEnglifh, I fhall begin with Valentine's-Day,

Feb. 1 4, when young men and maidens get their feveral names writ down upon fcrolls

fntert;;ining to fte how tlicfe fine creat\ires ftrctcli up this h'ttle hlll with a fwift but regular motion, wliile

the wJiole field is Inyiiip wagers nn one fide or otlier, and endeavouring to get in to lee the end of it ; and

fo extremely well mitclied they often are, that the prize is carried but by the length of a hoife, or per-

hapV by his head, the judges who are to decide it being placed at a ptoper llation to take the iiicell view.

• In cudgel 1)1. lyiag each party takes a iUck as big as an ordinary cane, with a balket-hilt, or guard, to

fave his right hand, and endeavours to break his adverfary's hcid ; though he hits hiin a hundred blows

on the body or legs, this is of no moment provided his head be fafe ; but the leall blood drawn, or rafure of

the fKin about the head or face, carries the vidory to him that occafioned it by his cudgel.

of
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of paper rolled up,'and lay them afundcr, the men drawing the maidens' names, and tiiefe

the mens' ; upon which the men falutc their chofen valentines, and prefent them with

gloves, Sec. This cuftom (which fomctiincs introduces a match) is grounded on the

inftindt of animals, which about this time of the year, iecling a new heat by the approach
of the fun, begin to couple.

Upon March i, being St. David's-Day, the patron of Wales, the Welch wear a leek-

on their hats, to perpetuate (as it is faid) the memory of a fignal viclory they got of old

on that day, when each foldier took up a leek, to know their friends from their foes.

The common fort wear garden-leeks on that day, but the better fort wrought ones.

The King himfelf wears one, to humour the people.

November 30, being St. Andrew's-Day, the patron of Scotland, the Scots wear a blue

crofs on the fore-part of their hats ; and I am told that the king doth likewife.

As to the Knglifh computation of time, the natural day begins with them, as with us,

at midnight ; counting twelve hours from that time to noon, and twelve hours more,
beginning at one of the clock, till the next midnight.

But the year begins with them properly on Lady-Day, March 25, being the concep-

tion-day of the blefled Virgin, and they date accordingly all publick writings ; though
they allow the year, by the cycles of the fun and moon, to begin January i, and com-
monly call it New-Year's-Day. To diftinguiOi therefore that mungrel time from the

J ft of January, to the 25th of March, it is a common practice to fet down both years in

the date of letters thus, as before lafl Lady-Day, 1 730-1.

Laftly, the Englilh epoch is from the time of our Saviour's birth. But they keep

the old (or Julian) ftile ; whereas we and all Roman, and fome Proteftant ftates, go by
the new, otherwife called the Gregorian flile, from Pope Gregory XIII., who, above one
hundred years fmce, undertook to correct the calendar, by the diredion of Antonius

Lilius, and other great mathematicians. By this new ftile, or Gregorian account, we
go now eleven days before them.

Chap. XL—0/ the vaft Trade ofEngland, both at Home and Abroad ; and ofthe Brit'iJJ?

Coins, Weights, and Meafurcs.

THE trade of England is carried on two ways, at home and abroad, in Britain and
foreign countries.

At home, by land and water. By land, all provifionsand commodities are conveyed

in waggons, and upon pack-horfes. By water, either by fea, or navigable rivers.

This vaft tranfport of provifions and commodities, both by land and water, employs

a world of waggoners, feamen, and watermen. And whereas London is in a manner
the center of this trade, hence comes the great concourfe there is of carts and waggons
by land, of fhips and lighters, &c. by water ; by which means a vaft number of porters

are employed to unload and load the waggons, and to carry the parcels where they are

dired;cd.

As to the conveyance by water, one may judge of the vaft number of ftiips, mariners,

and watermen employed in England, by the fea-coal trade only ; which takes up 500
great fliips conftantly, that fail to and from Newcaftle almoft all the year round, and
whofe feamen are counted the beft in England : of which I have written more largely

before.

But if the carriage only employs fo many people both bv fea and land, how great

muft be the number of fuch as are employed in manufaftures, both in the city and coun-

try ! London fwarms with them, and there are many towns in the country full of ma-
nufacturers of feveral forts.

u 2 Th^
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The difference between the trade carried on at home and abroad lies in this, that the

firfl: makes money circulate, whereas the other is carried on chiefly by bartering of

commodities.

If the home trade be fo prodigious, and of fo great benefit to the nation, it may rea-

fonably be concluded that the foreign trade is far beyond it.

Not but that England may very well fubfift without it ; for fhe wants for nothing,

but yields all things neceffary for life, and might make good fliifc without the help of

foreign countries. But as foreign trade is very ufeful to employ artifts, to fet the poor

to work, and improve manufaftures ; fo it is an effeclual means to enrich the nation, to

flrengthen the ftate, and make it formidable to foreign powers. England therefore

trades to all parts of the trading world, nor does any nation whatfoever drive fuch a

trade as fhe does with her own commodities. This makes her Itrong in fhipping, mul-

tiplies the number of her mariners, makes the nation rich, and procures her what the

whole world can afford to gi'atify the fancy, or pleafe the appetite. In fliort, it is by the

foreign trade that Britain is become the fupport of her friends, and a terror to her

enemies.

By navigation fhe makes of the ocean a bridge of communication with the remotefl

parts of the world. And whereas the Dutch trade does chiefly confifl: in the tranfporta-

tion of foreign commodities from one country to another, the Engllfli trade confifts

principally in exporting their own commodities.

Thus England trades with her own merchandife, not only all over Europe, but alfo

in Afia, Africa, and America, and that by way of bartering. And though the Englifli

make a greater confumption of foreign commodities than any other nation, yet they

keep not only the balance of trade even, by the excellency and quantity of their own
commodities, but alfo come off great gainers by tranfporting what they cannot confume

into other countries.

The principal commodities of the growth of England are her wool, of which vafl

quantities of cloth and ftuffs are made, to the fum of two millions flerling per annum.

Her tin, lead, copper, pit-coal, great guns, bombs, carcafes, he. for one million. More-

over, fhe exports abundance of corn, red-herrings, fmoked pilchards, and falmon,

fifhed upon her coafl; ; befides abundance of leather and faffron. Many of her manu-

faftures are alfo in great requeft, particularly her fattins, damafk, velvet, plufh, locks,

pendulums, and watches, barometers, thermometers, fpeftacles, perfpeftive-glafTes, te-

lefcopes, microfcopes, and all forts of mathematical inftruments, &c. great quantities of

which are exported.

Befides the great confuinption England makes of the products of her vafl countries

in the new world, particularly fugar, indigo, cocoa-nuts, tobacco, S:c. fhe fpares to the

fum of half a million a year for other parts of Europe. Her trade with Ireland (by ex-

porting her wool, beef, hides, tallow, butter, and fifli) and the fifhery in Newfoundland,

are alio very beneficial to her.

The foreign trade is regulated chiefly at London by feveral companies (or focieties)

of merchants, empowered by royal authority to make from time to time fuch regulations

for the improvement of their relpedive trade, as they fhall think convenient; of which

I have fpoken particularly in my defcription of London; fo that I fhall here only add^

that by thefe companies the poor are fet to work, many great fliips are built, and a vaft

number of feamen employed.

Fo promoting the trade of Great Britain, and for infpe(fling and improving the Bri-

tlih plantations in America, and elfewherc (there is a council of trade ellablifhed, which

k
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Is held at the Cockpit by Whitehall, by commifllon from the crown), to determine the

many difputes that may arife therein.

Here alfo I fliall add feme fliort account of the Britiih coin, weights and mcafures
;

without a knowledge of which, no trade can be properly carried on with that nation.

The Britifli coin is of two metals, gold and fdver. The gold is either a guinea, or

half guinea ; the firft going for 21s. the half guinea proportionably. It is called a guinea

from a country of that name in Africa, whence moft of the gold is brought of which

this coin was originally made in the reign of King Charles II.

The filver coin, now current in Groat Britain, is of the befl: filver, called fferling, of

^vhich there are many fpecies, viz. crowns, half-crowns, fliillings, and fix-pences, groats,

three-pences, two-pences, and pe'.inies ; though the four laft pieces are not very much
in ufe. And there is abundance of copper farthings and halfpence, allowed to be coined

for the conveniency of fmall change ; but no man is bound to receive them in pay for

rent or debt.

The weights and meafures are the fame all over England, that is, according to the

king's ftandard left in the exchequer.

The weights are of two forts, one called troy weight, and the other avoirdupois ; the

firft containing 12 ounces, and the other 16 in the pound. But then the ounce avoir-

dupois is lighter than the other by almolt a twelfth part, 5 1 ounces of troy being equal

to 56 of avoirdupois. But the avoirdupois pound is more than the troy pound, for 14
pound of that are equal to 17 pound troy.

By troy weight are weighed jewels, gold, fdver, bread, corn, and liquors ; and by the

other, mercery and grocery wares, wool, metals, tallow, and the like, of which a hun-

dred weight comes to 1 12 pounds, and half a hundred to 56 proportionably. In troy

weight 24 grains of wheat make a penny-weight flerling, 20 penny-weights one ounce,

and 12 ounces a pound.

The apothecaries and goldfmiths have the fame pound, ounce, and grain ; but they

differ in their intermediate divifions. Among the firft, a fcruple 9 is 20 grains, a

drachm 3 3 fcruples, an ounce 5 8 drachms, and a pound lb 12 ounces. But though

they make up their medicines by troy weight, they buy their drugs by avoirdupois.

Meafures are either applicative, or receptive ; that is, for things meafured outwardly

or inwardly.

Of the firfl: fort, a yard confifleth of 3 feet, this of 1 2 inches ; an ell being one yard

and a quarter. A geometrical pace is reckoned at 5 feet, a fathom at 5, a rod, pole,
,

or perch, at 16 feet and a half.

Now 40 rods make a furlong, and 8 furlongs an Englilh mile. By a ftatute of King

Henry VII., an Englifh mile ought to be 1760 yards, or 5280 feet; that is, 280 feet

more than the Italian mile.

An acre of land in England confifts of 40 rods (or perches) in length, and 4 in

breadth. A yard-land is commonly ?o acres, and an hide 100.

The receptive meafure is either for liquid or dry things.

Of the firft is the pint, of which 2 make a quart, 2 quarts a pottle, and pottles a

gallon. Now 8 gallons make a firkin of ale, and 9 a firkin of beer, 2 firkins a kilderkin,

and 2 kilderkins a barrel. A barrel and a half of beer, being 54 gallons, makes a hogf-

head, 2 hogflieads a butt, and 2 butts a tun.

Wine-meaiures are Ihorter thaw thofe of ale and beer, 4 gallons of thefe mr.tdng 5 of

wine-meafure. A rundlet of wine holds 1 8 of thefe gallons, a tierce 42, a hoglhead 63,
a puncheon 84, a pipe or butt 126, a tun 252,

Fox"
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For dry things, fuch as corn or grain, the gallon is of a fize between the wine and
beer gallon ; two of which make a peck, 4 pecks a bufhel, 4 bulhels a comb or curnock,

2 combs a quarter, i o quarters a laft or wey.
I (hall conclude this chapter with a ufcful explication of fonie terms ufed, in the way

of trade, for things fold by tale or weight.

1

.

By tale, as Ipeaking of paper, a quire is 24 flieets, a ream 20 quires, and a bale 10
reams. Of parchment, 5 dozen of fkins make a roll.

Of fifli, a hundred of cod-filh, ling, haberdine, and the like, contains 1 24, and of her.

rings, 120. Twelve hundred go to one thoufand, being a barrel, and 12 barrels to a

laft. Speaking of eels, a ftrike is 25, and a bind 10 ftrike, that is, 250 eels.

Of hides, 10 are a dicker, and 20 dickers a laft. Speaking of gloves, a dicker is

10 pair.

Of furs, as fables, filches, martins, grays, minks, and jennets, 40 (kins make a timber.

Of other {kins, 5 fcore go to the hundred.

2. By weight. Thus a ton is 20 hundred weight ; except lead, of which a ton or
fodder is but 1 9 hundred and a half.

A ftone of beef at London is 8 pounds, but in the country moft commonly 14. Horfe-

racers likewife reckon 14 pounds to a ftone. A ftone of iron, iliot, or wool, is alfo 14

pounds ; and the double quantity of iron or fliot is called a quarter. But a ftone of

fugar, cinnamon, nutmegs, pepper, or alum, is but 13 pounds and a half.

A firkin of butter is 56 pounds, of foap 60, and a barrel of either is 2 firkins.

In Eflex a clove of butter or cheefe is 8 pounds; and a wey, 31 cloves, or 256 pounds.

But in Suffolk a wey is 42 cloves, or 336 pounds.

A clove of wool is 7 pounds ; a ftone of the fame, 14 ; a tod, 28 ; a wey, 1 82 ; a

fack, 364 ; a laft, 4568.
A faggot of fteel is i 20 pounds ; a burden of gad-fteel, 180.

A barrel of gunpowder is 100 pounds, and a laft of the fame is 24 barrels,

A feam of glafs is 24 ftone, or 120 pounds, at 5 pounds the ftone.

A trufs of hay is 56 pounds, and a load 36 truffes.

Chap. 'Lll.—Of the principal Ornaments and Curiqfities of England.

FRANCE may boaft of her Verfailles, Spain of her Efcurial, Italy of an infinite nuni-

"ber of magnificent palaces, and curious monuments of Roman antiquity ; but England,

on the other fide, has the advantage of them in many things.

I begin with London, the greateft, moft populous, and richeft city in Europe, as ap-

pears by my defcription of it.

As to churches, fetting afide St. Peter's at Rome, where fliall one fee finer cathedrals

than St. Paul's, York, Salifbury, Durham, Winchefter, Lincoln, and Gloucefter ? Eng-

land has alfo many fine collegiate churches, particularly at Weftminftcr, Rippon in

Yorkfliire, and Manchefter in Lancafliire. What can be neater than the parifti churches

of London, namely, St. Bride's, St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement's, St. Anne's, and

St. James's, befides thofe of St. Paul Covent-garden, Chrift-Church, St. George Rat-

cliff-highvvay, Chrift Church Spitalfields, and fcvcral others ? In the country there are

alfo many fine parini-churchcs, as St. Nicholas at Ncwcaftle in Northumberland, and

that of Kendal in Wcftmorcland, more like cathedral than parochial churches.

For chapels, I (liall only name Henry th(? Seventh's chapel at Weftminfter, the chapel

of Windfor-caftlc, and that maftcr-piecc of work the king's chapel at Cambridge.

9 Thcr
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There are alfo a great many fteeples of curious architeclurc, particularly thofe of St.

Bride and Bow-church at London; Salilbury fteeple, whofc fpirels the highefl: of any

in England ; thofe of St. Nicholas at Nevvcaftle, and Grantham in Lincolnfliire : which

lafl: is lb lofty, and artificially built, that to any beholder it fcems to ftand awry, and

ready to fall. In the county of Northampton, one can fee twenty or thirty fteeples at

once.

And with all due refpefl: and reverence to our own, what country in Europe can (liew

two fuch univerfities as Oxford and Cambridge, adorned with fo many and richly en-

dowed colleges, as I have defcribed before ? And, amongft the lawyers, where fhall one
fee fuch colleges, as the inns of court at London.

As for public halls, there is no country like England. Witnefs Weftminfter-hall, a

prodigy of art, the Middle-temple-hall, Lambeth-hall, Guildhall, and fo many others

belonging to the feveral companies of tradefmen, which Handing in bye places, are like

fo many hidden palaces.

If we come to hofpitals, few will be found more (lately than thofe of Greenwich for

decayed feamen, and Chelfea for fuperannuated foldiers ; that of St. Thomas and Guy's
in Southwark, and St. Bartholomew's in London, for the fick and lame ; and Bedlam,
the hofpital for lunaticks.

England mult be praifed alfo for the vaft number and beauty of her flone bridges^

particularly that of London on the Thames, v\here the fea flows and ebbs continually
;

Rochefter bridge on the Medway ; Briftol bridge on the Avon ; and that of Burton
upon Trent,

At Coventry, in the county of Warwick, is to be feen the 6nefl: crofs perhaps in Eu-
rope, it being a piece of an extraordinary beauty.

The grandeur of the Kingsof England in former ages is worth taking notice of : when
they had in moll counties a caftle, or royal houfe,with a park or forefl to receive them
in. At this very day the king has feveral palaces in the country, at Kenfmgton, two
miles from St. James's- Weftminfler ; at Hampton court, ten or eleven miles ; and
Windfor-caflle, twenty miles, which are the mofl remarkable. But there are others

inferior to thofe, at Richmond in Surrey, Winchefter in Hampfhire, another at Green-
wich in Kent, &c. I pafs by Newmarket houfe, built by King Charles II. only to lodge
in at the time of horfe-racing.

I proceed now to the country feats, belonging to the nobility and gentry of England
;

and I dare aver, there is no country in Europe fo full of (lately feats, confidering its

extent : witnefs, among others, Belvoir in Lincolnfliire, Chatworth in Derbyfliire,

Boughton and Burleigh houfe in Northamptonlhire, Petvvorth in Suflex, &c. But of
all the counties of England, none is fo full of them as Yorkfliire, Chefhire, and North-
amptonfliire.

Amongfl the curiofities of England, I reckon Salifbury-plain in Wiltfliire, and that of
Newmarket, upon the borders of Suffolk and Cambridgefhire. The firft, being of a
vafl extent, feeds multitudes of flieep ;. and Newmarket-plain is noted for its ufual
horfe-races, at Michaelmas.
On Saliitury-plain is to be feen that remarkable monument of antiquity, called the

Stone-henge, in Latin Mons Ambrofii. It confills of three rows of prodigious flones,

fome of them twenty-eight feet high, and feven broad, with others laid acrofs on the
top,, and framed into them. According to Camden, thefe Hones are artificial, and were
made upon the fpot. He fays, the ancients had the art of making flones with fand and
a ftrong fort of lime. And. that which makes it molt probable, is the vaft bignefs of

ihefe
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thefe flones, harbly capable of any land carriage ; and that they (land upon a plain,

which for fome miles round fcarce affords a ftone, great or fmall.

Near Whitney, in Oxfordfliire, is a trophy, called RoU-rich-ftones, not much unlike

the Stone-henge.

At Bofkenna, in Cornwall, is to be feen another trophy, of i8 huge Hones in a circle,

at twelve feet diftance from each other, with another fione in the center, overtopping

them all. In Cleer parifli, in the fame county, there ftand upon a plain fix or eight

flones of a prodigious bignefs, but fo artificially fet together, that it is hard to find out
their juft number j and being told over again, they will be found either more or lefs

than before. The main-Amber, near Mount's-Bay, is a main rock, which being

mounted upon leffer rocks with a counterpofe, may be ftirred, but not moved out of

its place.

Near Salkeld in Cumberland is a trophy ereded, vulgarly called Long-Meg and her
Daughters, confifting of "]•] ftones, Long-Meg 15 above ground, and the reft but 10.

In Weftmoreland, not far from the river Lowther, there is a row of pyramidical

ftones, 8 or 9 feet high, pitched diredly in a row for a mile togther, and placed at

equal diftances from each other.

Who would not be amazed to hear of a travelling hill ? a thing averred by the mofl:

famous authors. This prodigy happened by an earthquake in Hercfordfhire, in the

month of Feb.mary 1574, when 26 acres of ground moved from their place with a

roaring noife for the fpace of three days together. By which motion a fteeple and
feveral trees fell down, two highways were turned, the eaft part to the weft and the

weft to the eaft, pafturage being left in the place of tillage, this in the place of pafturage.

This hill is called Marfley-Hill : and worth the notice of any traveller.

At Badmington, in Wiltftiii-e, there have been found nine caves all in a row, but of

different dimenfions, the leaft of them four feet wide, fome nine or ten feet long, two
long ftones being let upon the fides, and the top covered with broad ftones. Spurs,

pieces of armour, and the like, have been found in thefe caves ; which is a fufHcient

ground to believe, that they were tombs of fome ancient heroes, Romans, Saxons, or

Danes.

At Ryegate, in Surrey, are ftill to be feeri the ruins of an ancient caftle, with a long

vault under ground, and a room at the end of it, where the barons met in council in

their war againft king John.

In Derbyfliire is the Peak, famous for its lead-mines, quarries, and wonderful caves.

Thefe laft are of a large extent, and apt to ftrike with horror all that come into them.

There are three of thefe caves, one of them called Elden-hole, very fpacious, but with a

low and narrow entrance, the infide full of ificles, hanging down like fo many tapers.

In Weftmoreland, not far from the river Lowther, is a well or fountain, which (Eu-

ripus like) ebbs and flows many times in a day.

Near Oxen-hall, in the county of Durham, there are three pits, called Hell-kettlee,

occafioned (as it is faid) by an earthquake. Tunftall, bifhop of Durham, had the cu-

rlofity to throw a marked goofe into one of thefe pits, which was found afterwars alive

in the river Tees, three miles from the faid pits.

Oundle, in Northamptonfliire, is noted for its Drumming-wells, fo called from a noife

of drums coming now and then from thence, which is faid to be ominous.

The city of Bath, in Somcrfetfhire, is noted for its fprings, of a wonderful virtue for

the cure of many difeafes, and amongft others the palfey, rheumatifm, weaknefs of the

nerves, and fcrophulous difeafes, &c. The waters are of a blueifli colour, have a fcent,

and fend forth thin vapours. There are four hot baths, with ftone feats, for fuch as

4 ufe
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ufe the waters ; one triangular, being twenty-five feet long, and as broad at one end
;

the heat of it gentler than the reft, becaufc it has fewer fprings. This is called the

Crofs Bath, from a crofs that formerly ftood in it. Another is the Hot Bath, the hotted

of all, when it was not i'o large as it now is. The other two are the King's and
Queen's Bath, parted only by a wall ; the laft having no fpring in it, but receiving the

water from the King's Bath, which is about 60 feet fquare, and has feveral hot fprings

in the middle of it, which make its- heat greater. Each of thefe two baths has a pump
for the ufe of embrocations. The ancient Romans had a great value for thefe waters,

who had here a temple dedicated to Minerva, the goddef's of fountains, in the very

place where the cathedral now ftands.

At Ailewefton, in Huntingtonfhire, there are two fprings, one of frefh, and the

other of brackhh water j the firft good for dim eyes, the other for curing of fcales and
leprofy.

Wonderful is the virtue of Buxton-Wells in Derbyfliire, in the cure of many dif-

eafes. Nine fprings iffue out of a rock, at a fmall dillance from each other, eight of
which are warm, and the ninth exceedingly cold. About 100 yards off is another hot

fpring, and near it a very cold one. Near Wirkfworth, in the fame county, there are

alfo two fprings, one warm, and the other cold ; but ib near one another, that one
may put one hand in the warm and the other in the cold at the fame time. Kedlafton^.

Well is faid to be fingular in the cure of ulcers, and even leprofy itfelf.

As for Quarndon-Springs near Derby, Tunbridge-Wells in Kent, Scarborough in

Yorkfhire, and Stanley-Wells in Gloucefterfhire, they are much of the fame nature,

ftrong of the mineral, and effeftual in the operation.

At LalTmgton, near Gloucefter, there are found certain ftones, about the breadth

of a fdver-penny, and the thicknefs of a half-crown : they are flat, and five-pointed, like

a ftar ; whence the name of aftroits, or ftar-flones. They are of a greyifli colour,

and the flar fides of them naturally engraven in fine works. At Whitby in Yorkfliire,

it is faid, there are to be found at the foot of fome rocks flones naturally as round as

a bullet ; which, being broken, flony ferpents are found in them, but, for the moft
part, headlefs.

Gotham in Nottinghamfhire yields a fort of rugged ftone, but with fuch delicate

veins, as exceed the beauty of marble. I have already obferved, that Cornwall and
Staffordfhire have quarries of marble, and that alabafter is to be found in Lincolnfhire ;

but Cornwall particularly is of fpecial note for its diamond-like ftones, found in rocks,

ready Ihaped, polifhed by nature, and wanting nothing but hardnefs to bear the price of

diamonds. St. Vincent's Rock, near Briftol, is alfo noted for yielding plenty of cryftal.

Laftly, though fome countries may exceed or excel England in fome things, yet it

cannot be denied to be one of the moft plentiful parts of Europe. As it is feated ad-

vantageoufly for trade, there is nothing in the world capable of tranfportation but may
be had here, to gratify the fancy of fome, and the curiofity of others.

Another thing England is happy in, is her being free from thofe dangerous and vo-

racious beafts, fuch as wolves, bears, and wild boars, which are ib pernicious in many
regions of Europe. There are alfo but a few ferpents, and other venomous creatures.

England has had wolves formerly ; but hiftory tells us, that flie was rid of them by
the Welch, whofe prince being tributary to Edgar, a Saxon king of England, to whom
he paid a yearly tribute, Edgar changed that tribute into three thoufand wolves' fkins :

upon which , the Welch grew fo fliarp in wolf hunting, that they cleared England from
thofe pernicious creatures ; fo that the fheep keep the field day and night without any
danger from wolves, unlefs it be from men-wolves, or fheep-ftealers.

VOL. II, X Chap.
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Chap. XIll.

—

Of the Seas, Harbours, Rivers, FiJJjcry, four-footed Beap, Foivh, Birds,

and Minerals,

THE feas, xvhich almoft encompafs the Idngdom, are the German fea, the Englifli

channel, and the Irifli fea, or St. George's channel. Of thefe, that which waflies the

eaftern fhores, ufually called the German Ocean, might be of infinite advantage to this

kingdom. Here the Dutch laid the foundation of their greatnefs ; and the nfh taken

here, even clofe to the Britilh coafts, are ftill one of the greatell fupports of their (late ;

while the Englifh, who are indeed the proprietors of thefe treafures, have indolently

looked on an hundred and fifty years at leall.

There is alfo in the German fea a cod-fifliery on the Dogger-bank, a fand between

Britain and Holland, where both the Englifli and Dutch take great quantities of that

kind of fifli. And it is by this fea London, and many other great towns in England,

and other parts of Europe, are fupplied with fea-xoal from Newcaftle, without which

they would find it difficult to fubfift. This fea alfo furniflies oyflers, lobfters, and almoft

all manner of fliell-fifli.

But as there are few tolerable harbours on the German fide of this fea, fo neither

are there many on the Englifli ; and the coafl; being repleniflied with rocks and fands,

renders it very dangerous in the winter feafon.

The next fea I Ihall mention is the Englifli channel, which lies between Great-

Britain and France, through which all fliips pafs and repafs that are bound to or from

the fouth or weft. Here alfo, at fome feafons of the year, are met with flioals of

herrings and cod fifli, and towards the weft of England pilchards in great abundance,

which are falted up and fent abroad. It alfo abounds with lobfters, oyfters, and other

iliell-fifli, and mackarel in the feafon. This fea is efteemed much fafer than the former

;

and though there are fcarce any good harbours on the French fide, there are many com-

modious havens on the Englifh coaft.

The third and laft fea is that lying between England and Ireland, called St. George's

channel. This I do not take to be equal to the other in any refpe^l ; there is not that

plenty of fifli as in the former ; the fea is tempeftuous, and the coafts dangerous ; nor

is there a tenth part of the trade carried on through this fea as through the other.

The principal harbours in thefe feas are Newcaflle in Northumberland, Hull in York-

fliire, Lynn and Yarmouth in Norfolk, Harwich in Eflfex, London, Rye in Sufl'ex,

Portfmouth and Southampton in Hampfliire, Weymouth in Dorfetfliire, Dartmouth

and Plymouth in the fouth of Dcvbnfliire, Falmoutli in Cornwall, Biddeford and Barn-

ftaple on the north of Devonfliire, Briftol in Somerfetfliire, and Liverpool in Lancafliire.

The fliips belonging to the royal navy are built and laid up at Deptford, Woolwich,

Sheernefs, Chatham, Portfmouth, and Plmouth.

The principal rivers in England are generally divided into two ranks, in manner
following : .,

I.

2.

Rivers of the firft rank are,

Thames,'
Medway,
Severn,

Hunibcr.

Tine,

Tweed,

!> r Oufe, \ \ Run-

1

I 'i rent, 3 ning J

\

rE.
N.E.
S.W.
S.E.

N.E.

E.

E.

I.

2.

Of the fecond,

rCambridge, NJI.
RunningJ York, N. E.

through
I
Chefter, W.

^Liverpool, W.
With feveral others fmaller than thefe.

Concerning
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Concerning thefe rivers it is to be obferved, i. That the dream of the Thames is

eafy, its tide convenient, and its water vholcfome ; fo that in long voyages this water

purifies itfelf by fermentation, and then it is excellent to drink. In a word, fuch is the

trade upon this river, and fo beneficial to London, that as I was told, this city having

refufed a loan of a great fum of money to King James I. and the king rcfenting the re-

fufal with h much indignation, that he threatened the lord-mayor and aldermen, not

only to remove his court, but alfo his courts of judicature, and the records of the tower,

the lord-mayor anfwered, ' Sir, it is the comfort of your loyal city of London, that
' your majefty xA\[ leave the Thames behind you.' 2. The Medway is a very deep

river, and fo is made ufe of to lay up the greatefl: men of war in winter-time, its en-

trance being now defended by a ftrong fort called Sheernefs. 3. The Humber
is a compound of fevcral lefler rivers, viz. Trent, Oufe, Dun, and Derwent, running
into one channel.

This kingdom affords black cattle, (Keep, horfes, afles, and fome mules
; goats, red

and fallow deer, hares, rabbits, dogs, foxes, fquirrels, ferrets, weafels, lizards, otters,

badgers, hedgehogs, cats, pole-cats, rats, mice, and moles.

Ihe oxen are the largelt and befl that are to be met with any where. The Dutch,
it is faid, have larger cows, which being brought from the poor grounds in Denmark
and the north of Germany, grow to a prodigious fize in their rich meadows ; but we
no where meet with fuch large oxen, and confequently fuch large and good beef for

viclualling (hips for long voyages, as we do in England. There is a lefler fort that are

bred in Wales and the north, the flefh ofwhich is as good to be fpent in the houfe as the

former.

The fheep are to be valued both for their fleeces and their flefli : thofe of Lincoln-
fliire are vailly large ; but the fiefli of the fmall downs mutton is mofl; admired, and the

wool of both exceeds any in Europe. And as to the numbers of flieep in England, it

is computed there are not lefs than twelve millions of fleeces fliorn annually; which,
at a medium of 3^. ^d. per fleece, amounts to two millions fterling, and when manu-
faftured may be reckoned ten millions.

The horfes for the faddle and chaife are beautiful creatures, about fifteen hands high,

and extremely well proportioned ; and their fpeed is fuch, that it is an ordinary thing

to run twenty miles in lefs than an hour by five or fix minutes.

The horfes for draught, cither for coach or waggon, are fcarce any where to be pa-

ralleled. The Flemings indeed have fome horfes and mares that may exceed them a
little in bulk ; but then they are fuch heavy unwieldy creatures, that they are flow-

paced : and the bcft ufe that can be made of the Flanders breed, is to draw a heavy
coach the length of a fl:reet as flow as foot can fall.

Thefe Englifli coach and cart-horfes make excellent faddle-horfes alfo for the troop-

ers in the army ; I qucflion whether there be better charging-horfes in the world, ifwe
confider their fize, their adivity, or fire.

AlTes are propagated chiefly for their milk, which the phyfician prefcribes in con-
fumptions, and fome other difliempers. The flefli of the deer is excellent, and their

ikins are valuable. As to goats, there are but few of them, and thofe chiefly in the
mountains of Wales.

There is a great variety of dogs, and thofe excellent in their kind. The hounds for
buck, fox and hare, that hunt by the fcent, are fcarce any where to be matched : the
greyhounds for their beauty and fwiftnefs are admirable : both land and water-fpaniels
are very valuable : the fetting-dog one would be tempted to think a reafonable crea-

ture : the mafl:ilf guards the houfes, and is not afraid to encounter an armed man if he
X 2 meets
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meets him, as he would a lion, a wolf, or any wild bcafl : the bull-dog has equal cou-

rage, but I muft confefs I do not admire him ; he runs fwiftly and lilcntly upon the

creature he attacks, and if he fallens, never quits his hold till he is choaked oil", or his

j^ws wrenched open ; his mailer's call and his cudgel are equally difregarded ;

if he was to be cut in pieces by inches, he would not come off till he was dead ; his

greateft enemy the bull meets him frequently with his horns before he can fallen, and

toiTmg him up ten or fifteen yards into the air, gives him fuch a fall as he does not eafily

recover ; but if the dog is able to crawl, he will move towards his enemy again ; and

he has fo much generofity, that he always attacks him in the front, though he might do

it to much greater advantage in flank or rear.

The tame fowls are turkeys, peacocks, common poultry, geefe, fwans, ducks, and

tame pidgeons. The wild are, buftards, wild geefe, wild ducks, teal, widgeon, plover,

pheafant, partridge, quail, fnipe, wood-cock, heath-cock, groufe-wood pidgeons, and

dove-houfe pidgeons, hawks of various kinds, blackbirds, thruflies, nightingales, bull-

finch, gold-finch, linnets, larks, field-fares, lapwings, curliews, redlhanks, heron, bit-

tern, woodpeckers, jays, magpies, crows, rooks, ravens, cuckoos, owls, wrens, robin-

red- breafls, redftarts, fwallovvs and martins.

As to minerals here are the bell tin mines in the world in Cornwall, which have been

in great reputation ever fince the illand was difcovered by the Greeks and Phoenicians.

Here are mines of lead, copper and iron, and perhaps fome of filver, very good

quarries of free-done, and fome of marble, or a ftone equal to it. The allum and falt-

pits in Chefhire are very confiderable, and the fullers-earth, of fingular ufe in the

cloathing trade. Pit coal and fea coal abound in feveral counties, but the coal pits in

the bilhoprick of Durham, which are fhipped at Newcallle in Northumberland, fupply

the city of London, and many other great towns as well in England as beyond fea,

with that valuable fuel : for though it mull be acknowledged, that wood is the neatell

and fweeteft kind of firing, yet coals are equally ufeful and much lefs dangerous.

The Conclufion.

THUS I have faithfully related the chief of my obfervations in this part of Great-

Britain, called England ; and which I Ihall conclude with this fummary account of its

advantages, defecls, and interell.

Firll its advantages. It is a great, rich, and powerful kindom. a. Separated by the

fea from other countries, fo that it cannot be attacked by other nations, but with great

trouble and danger ; and, on the contrary, the Englilh may eafily and pi'obably with

fuccefs attack other countries. 3. This ifland is very convenient for trade, being fo

fituated upon a Itreight, that fliips going either call or well are obliged to pafs through

it. 4. And befides a fafe and deep coaft, which is as it were an univerfal harbour,

there are alio many fea-ports and havens, artificial and natural ; fo that the Englilh by

their fituation can extend their trade into all parts of the world, and if they be not fole

mailers of the trade, no other nation is able to difpute it with them but the Dutch.

5. Another thing contributes alfo very much to enrich England, viz. the raw filks they

bring from other countries, and which they export when they are wi'ought and changed

into fluffs ; the fame thing they obfcrve about their wool, and even it is a capital crime

to export it unwrought ; for if the French or Dutch could have the Englilh wool with

cafe, there is no doubt but they would export a great quantity, whereby great numbers

of Englilh families would be impoveriflied, who now live very handfomcly ; for as the

French and Dutch journeymen have not fo great wages, and are more diligent than the

Englilli,
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Engllfli, it is certain that few people would buy from England, what they might have

cheaper, and as good, and as fine, in France or Holland.

But there is another thing that renders England rich, viz. the liberty of confcience,

granted and allowed to every nation, whereby great number of foreigners are invited to

come and trade here fooner than in Spain and other countries, where liberty of con-

fcience is not allowed. 2. No European country can boaft of having fuch a good form

of government. The property of chattels and goods bemg not precarious as in other

countries ; fo that when a man by his induRry gets an eftate, his children if he pleafe,

and not his lord, (hall inherit it. 3. Another thing which contributes very much to

the enriching of England is, that it is forbidden to carry away above lol. in fpecie.

4. No oak mud be exported, which is very good for building of fhips, as not being apt

to fplit wlien cannon balls pierce it.

The defeds of England may be thus reduced : One thing is very prejudicial to their

trade, viz. that they eat a great quantity of meat, and are naturally too much addicted

to eafe ; fo that they are obliged to put on board their fhips as many more men and pro-

vifions as the Dutch. 2. Though the Englifh are very fond of money, and confe-

quently eafy to be bribed, yet they defpife a moderate gain ; whereas the Dutch, being

content with a reafonable advantage, get more goods to be tranfported from one place

to another, than the Englifh. 3. The Englifli are very much fubjed: to fome particu-

lar difeafes, efpecially the rickets, the fcurvy, and the confumption ; the firfl incident

to children, the fcurvy to mofl people more or lefs, and the confumption to many ; all

of them proceeding chiefly from the conftitution of the air, the rickets from its moifl-

nefs, the fcurvy from its faltnefs, and the confumption from its grofsnefs, and from the

too fall living of people, wherefore it is very common at London ; for here the third of
men and women die a facrifice either to Bacchus or Venus. There is perhaps no
country where rheums and coughs are more predominant, efpecially in the winter, which
are often attended with ill confequences, if not timely prevented : agues and rheumatifins

are alfo very rife, efpecially near the fea ; but fevers and bloody-fluxes are not fo fre-

quent here as in hot countries. As they are alfo very prone to melancholy, they often

difpatch themfelves, and with the greater freedom, becaufe the death of thofe fulcides

is not attended with all the fhameful circumftances as in other countries. Laftly, law-

fuits are here a very common diftemper, which by the great number of lawyers are

often fpun to a great length, to the prejudice of good neighbourhood, if not to the utter

ruin of families.

The intereft of England is to keep itfelf inJiatu quo, to enlarge the trade, and main-
tain the credit of the nation, and to retrieve it, if any ways dimlnilhed ; to keep to a jufl

balance betwixt the greateft powers of Euiope, and in order thereto to lay afide (as

King William faid in his lafl fpeech to his parliament) thofe unhappy fatal animofitles

which divide and weaken England. Thofe divifions very often proceed from felfifh-

nefs, but commonly from the diverfity of religions, and the wild and petulant temper of

the nation, naturally addided to changes and revolutions, efpecially when they fee or fuf-

pe£t that their liberties (whereof they are, and that not without good reafon, extremely

jealous) are like to be infringed. For when the king is courageous, wife, and mode-
rate, when he maintains the laws, makes himfelf eafy to his fubjedts, by excluding from
the minlftry hot, felfifh, and turbulent men, and when he lives in good union with his

parliament, then the beft part of his people think nothing too much by way of gratitude
;

but when the king tramples upon the laws, aims at arbitrary power, lets himfelf be
governed by violent and unexperienced men, by favourites, who are for extremes,

and opprefs the people to enrich themfelves with their fpoil, then it is no matter of

6 amazement
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amazement if the prince lofeth the love of his fubjefts, which is his greatefl: treafiir*,

and if they beflir themfelves in defence of their liberty ; for it is an invaluable treafiirc,

and who can blame them for being jealous of it ?

Chap. XIV.

—

Contains a J}oort Defcription ofthat Part of Great-Britain called Scotlandr

SCOTLAND, once the continual vexation of the crown of England, and the inlet

of foreign powers on the Britifii ifle, is now become a mere province, though it fhares

the title of a kingdom in the {lile of the Britilh monarch j by \\ hich means trade is here

reduced to a very low ebb, and its commerce with foreign nations feems, as it were,

interdicted or totally excluded by its new governors the Englifli, in proportion to its

extent.

For thefc reafons I was diffuaded from making its tour, as a fruitlefs journey ; and

contented myfelf with fuch a defcription thereof as I could colled from the difcourfe

of feveral reputable natives, who bewailed its fervitude and confeiled its poverty ; and

efpecially from my ingenious tutor ; which I have cad into the following method.

Scotland is the famous ancient Caledonia, and now called by the Englifh, and its

own inhabitants, Scotland, from Scoti or Scythi, a people of Germany, who feized on
a part of Spain next to Ireland, and from thence (viz. from Bifcay) came into the

weftern parts of this country, which is bounded on the fouth by England (from which

it is divided thus ; by the river Tweed on the eadern border, by Cheviot hills in the

middle marches, and by the river Efk and Solway on the weftern border), on the north

it is bounded by the Deucaledon fea, on the well by the Irifli fea, and on the eafl by

the Germrm ocean.

Its chief town is Edinburgh, about 300 miles north from London, latitude 55° 55',

longitude 2° 25', north-weft of London. It is an ancient and fine city, whofe houfes

are very high and commonly built with hewn ftone ; it is about a large Scotch mile in

length from the caftle to the palace, above half a mile from north to fouth, and three

miles in compafs ; it lies in a pleafant and well cultivated country, which makes provi-

fions to be plentiful and cheap. The parliament-houfe is a (lately, convenient, and

large ilructure. The kings of Scotland had their ordinary refidence in the palace of

Iloly-rood houfe. The caftle at the weft end of the city is very ancient and ftrongboth

by art and nature : It was formerly called the Maiden-caftle, becaufe the kings of the

Picls kept their daughters in it.

It is commonly divided into three great parts, i . South Scotland, or the ancient

kingdom of the Picls. 2. North Scotland, or the kingdom of the ancient Scotland.

3. The Iflcs.

North Scotland contains feventeen provinces, which are fet down here as they lie in

order from the borders of England, weft to eaft, and then eaft to weft, &c.

I.

2.

3-

4-

5-

G.

7-

Provinces.

Galloway.

Niltifdale.

Annandalc.

Efkdalewith Eufdale.

Liddefdale.

Teviotdale.

March with Lauderdale.

Chief towns, with their diflance in miles

from Edinburgh.

Wigtown, Kirkudbright, y^ S. W.
Dumfries, ^"j S. W. Drumlanerk, 52.
Annan, 50 S. Moftat, 37.

Langham.
Hermitage, an ancient caftle.

Yedburgh, 33 S. E. Kelfo, Roxburgh.
Dun'^, 34 S. E. Coldingham, Lauder.

8. Tweedale,
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Prcvinces. Chief towns, 'with their ditlance in miles

from Edinburgh.

8. TweeJalc. Peebles, 22 S. Selkirk, 27 S. E.

9. Clydcfdale. Glafgow, 38 W. Lanerk, Hamilton.

10. Kyle. Aire, 64 S. W.
11. Carrick. Bargeny.

Now beginning again by the call, at the north of Mers you find.

Provinces. Chief towns, with their dijlance from
Edinburgh.

rEafl: Haddington, Dunbar, Bafs ifle.

12. Lothian < Middle Edinburgh, Leith, Dalkeith.

{.Well Linlithgow, Oueensferry.

13. Sterling. Sterling, 25 W. Bannocburn.

14. Renfrew. Renfrew, 44 W. Party.

15. Cunningham. Irwin, 62 S. W. Kilmarnock.

f.
rr., -.r, CBute Rothfay.

10. inejues^^^j.^j^
Broadick; this Ifland belongs to the duke

of Hamilton.

17. Peninfula of Kintyre. Campel town, Kilcheran, Dunwert.

The parts or provinces of Scotland, north the Firth, beginning at the S. W. goin

eaftward, &c. are

f Kentyre, of which already.

1. Argyle
|
Knapdale. Kilmorie, "jS. N. W.

compre- •^ Cowal. Denoon.
hends j Lorn. Dunftafag, 105.

(^ Argyle proper Inverary, 68.

2. Lenox. Dunbarton, 53 W.
3. Menteith, Clacmanan, and Kinros. Dumblain, 33 N. W. Clacmanan
4. Strathern. Abernethy, 24. Tullibardin.

5. Perth. Perth, 28. Dunkeld, 40. Errol Scoon.

6. Fife. St. Andrews, 26 N. E. Dunferling, 14
N. W. Couper, 22 N.

7. Angus. Forfar, Dundee, 33 N. Montrofe, Brechin,
Couper.

8. Merns. Kincardin, Dunnotyr.

9. Qoury, famous for itsnoble fieldsofcorn.Douny, Gornack.
10. Athol. Blair, Gillicranky.

11. Brodalbin. Finlarick.

12. Lochaber. Innerlochy, 97 N. \V. Fort Williams,
Kilmaroy.

13. Badenoch. RufFen.

14. Mar, andMernis. Aberdeen, 80 N. E. Covie.

1 5. Buchan. Frazerbourg, Peter-head, Innerourle.

16. Bamf. Bamf, Cullen, Balveny, Stratila, Strathaven.

17. Murray. Elgin, Nain, Forres, Rothes.

18. Inver-
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18. Invernefs.

19. Rofs

20. Sutherland.

2 1 . Strathavern.

22. Caithnefs.

Thefe are the chief provinces of Scotland. Now 3dly, the iflands are, i, the weflern

or Hebrides.

103 N. W.
Tayne, Cromartie, Channerie, Yeln, Don-

nen, Glenfhiel, on the S. W.
Dornock, Brora.

Tung.
Wick.

ISLES.
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This is the common dlvifion of Scotland, according to the generality of maps

;

but that kingdom is ordinarily divided into fliires or fljeiifiUoms, flLnvartries, bailliarics,

and conftabularies.

Scotland is fitiiated betwixt longitude eafl: from London, 26 minutes and 3 degrees

weft, and betwixt latitude 54" 40', and 59' 15'. and including Schctland 60° 50'

being (exclufive of the illes) from Mule of Galloway in the fouihj to Dunibyhead

in Caithnefs, 389 miles long, and from Adermouthhead, near the ifle of Mule, to Bu-
chanefe, 189 broad; but it we take in the weft ifles, and the fea betwixt, it is 67 miles

broader. It lies betwixt the loth and 14th northern climates. The longeft day is com-

monly reckoned about eighteen hours nine minutes, and the lliortelt night about five

hours and forty-five minutes on the continent; but in the ifle of Skie, about the

fummer folftice, the night is not above half an hour long ; and in the Orkney, about

June, one may fee to read all night, their longeft day being nineteen hours : and from a

mountain in Huy, one of thofe ifles, the body of the fun is feen all night about the

fummer folftice, as it were a little obfcured with a cloud, from half an hour paft eleven at

night, till half an hour paft one in the morning. The air of the country in general ivS

%vhclerome, and though colder than that of England, yet for the moft part elearcr,

being purified by more frequent and ftronger winds. This contributes much to the

health of the inhabitants, and not a little to the ciearnefs and brilknefs of their under-

ftandings ; the people, efpecially thofe who have had a good education, being fliarp,

witty, of good judgment, and of a brilk temper. Ir is generally faid, that nian* of

the Scots, efpecially the Highlanders, and inhabitants of the ifles live to a very great age,

fome to 100, others to 120, 130, and 180; this longevity is commonly afcribed to the

healthfulnefs of the climate, and to -the temperate way of living of thofe people.

The foil of Scotland, though not fc fruitful as that of England, produces neverthe'efs

all things necefiary for human life. And though the country be for the moft part moun-
tainous, yet they have many valleys, which (efpecially thofe towards the fea) are of a fat

and blacldfti foil, fit for all forts of corn and truit ; they have higher ground, which is

not fo fat, but is arable, and fit for rye and barley, peafe, beans, flax and hemp : and

their thicker foil produces excellent oats and roots : for manuring the land, bcfides the

ordinary dung, they have talc, mar'e, fea-ware, tangle and lime. The afpect of the

country in general varies much, and feems to partake of the nature of moft climates :

in fome places they have hills ahnoft perpetually covered with fnow : in others, the lakes

and rivers never freeze, and the ground fmokes by reafon of the fulphur fliut up in its

bowels. In fome parts the afpetl is very melancholy with rocks, hills, and lakes : in

others, there are fruitful corn-fields, and lovely paftures, but fowls and fifli abound every

where ; fo that provifions are plentiful and cheap, although the country be populous,

and the people very prolifick.

They are divided into Highlanders, who call themfelves the ancient Scots, and into

LowlanderSjwho are a mixture of ancient Scots, Pidls, French, Englifti, Danes, Germans,
Hungarians, and otl.ers. So they differ in their manners : the Highlanders in their

•diet, apparel, and houfehold-furniture, follow the parfimony of their anceftors; but the

Lowlanders very much refemble the feveral nations we have mentioned them to be de-

fcended from, but moft of all the French, occafioned by the long league b;:wixt the two
nations, by their mutual commerce,frequent inter-marriages, and cuftom oftravelling ir.to

France, the lineaments of their bodies are as well proportioned, and as comely, as any
nation in Europe, which, together with their natural courage, activity, and ability to en-

dure hardftiipsand fatigue, makes them fit for war; they are alfo prudent and ingeni-

ous, and it is Jiot to be denied but their genius is as well adapted for arts and arms, as

voj,. i;. V that
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that of any people of Chrlftendom. They are polite and very civil, efpecially to ftran-

gt'i's : they are alfo very religious, fober, and great lovers of fcience ; but they are

charged with being envious, jealous, revengeful and proud, addided to ledition, and
vain.

1 he language commonly fpoken in the north and north-wefl parts of this country is

a dialed of the Irilh, corruptly called Erfc : for as they are the pofterity of thofe who
lirft came to Scotland from Ireland, they ftill retain the ancient language in a greater

purity thun the Iriih themfelves, becaiife they were never mixed with any other people,

as the Frifli have been ; but in all other parts of the kingdom they ufe the lingliih

tongue, though with a confulerable difference in the pronunciation in different coun-
ties, and all difagreeing with that of England, except the town of Invernefs, whofe in-

habitants are the onlv people who come the nearefl: to the true Englifli : however, the

gentry, and perfons of good education, ufualiy fpeal'. Englifh (though not with the fame
accent as in England; according to its true propriety ; and the manner of writi,ng is

much the fame.

This kingdom formerly enjoyed for a very long time an hereditary limited monarchy,
though the imm.ediate heir, or next in blood, has been often fet afide, and another

more remote has mounted the throne. Since its union to England in 1603, or rather

in 1706-7, both kingdoms are under one king, who is filled king of Great Britain.

Though the Scots have feveral laws and privileges peculiar to themfelves, yet as to

the government in general, it is almoll the fame as in England, their lords and com-
mons making now a part of the Britifli parliament ; for the peers of Scotland are to

name fixteen out of their number by open eleftion and plurality of voices of the peers

prcfent, and of the proxies for fuch as fnall Le abfent ; the faid proxies being peers, and
both the conftituents and proxies being qualified according to law. The i'everal fliires

and boroughs named in the afl: of union are to chufe forty five members to affift in the

houfe of commons. In Scotland are alfo, i. The college of juflice, commonly called

the fellion, before whom all civil caufes are tried at ffated times viz. from the firft of

November to the laft of February, and from the firfl of June to the laft of July, 9. The
court of the lord jufticiary, by whom are tried all the crimes which reach the lives of

criminals J
and the matter is fubmitted to a jury of i ; perfons, which is not allowed

in other courts in cafes of mewn and tuum. All criminals are allowed the benefit of ad-

vocates or counfel to plead for them in this court. 3. The court of the exchequer for

the king's revenue. Befidcs thefe courts, there are a great many fubordinate ones both

for civil and criminal affairs throughout the kingdom : and in all of them they proceed

In determining caufes by ads of parliaments, and the cmloms of the nation ; and where

thofe are deiedive, they detciniine them according to the imperial and civil law, not

according to the rigour of the letter, but according to equity. The great ofBcers of the

ftate arc, i. The lord high-chancellor, or keeper of the great feal, whofe f.ilary is

100c/. per annum. 2. Tiie principal iecretary of ftate, and keeper of the fignet. 3.

The keeper of the privy feal 2000/. 4. The lord rcgiiter 444/. 5. The lord advocate

lODo/. 6. The lord juflice clerk 400/- And 7. The iblicitor 400/.

The Scotch nobility are more numerous, and (fomeof them; enjoy greater privileges

than the peers of England ; for fome of them are hereditary fheriffs, governors, &c. of

fome counties or towns ; and feveral of them are heads of tribes or clans, whofe members
sre ib many flaves and drudges to them. Families are very ancient and numerous.

The mofl part of the Scotch noblemen who have travelled into foreign parts, are very

civil to (Irangers, and bell pleafed when they are capable of making a great fi;;ure.

Here is iLe order of the thilllc, a very ancient order of knighthood, revived in king

6 James
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James II. and qn?en Anne's time. It coafifts of twelve knights companions, bcfides

the fovereign. 'J'hey are aUb called knights of the order of St. Andrew.

Chap. XY.—0/ihe Eccleftafiical Government of Scotland.

THE government of the church in this kingdom is that which later ages called pref-

byterinn, becaufe they allow of no church oflicer higher than a pi'eaching prefbyter,

t\'ho, with the elders, orfinkrcs popid':., in lefTcr and larger alVociations, adminifler the

government of the church.

According to this form of government the kingdom is divided into thirteen provin-

cial fynods, viz-

Provincial fynods. Prefbyteries.

I. Lothian and Tweedale, containing i Edinburgh
2 Linlithcow

II. Merfe and Tiviotdale,

III.—Dumfrees,

IV.—Galloway,

V.—Glafgow and Aire,

VI.—Argyle,

3

4

5
6

7

Biggar

Peebles

Dalkeith

Haddington

Dumbar

1 Dunfe
2 Chirnfide

3 Kelfoe

4 Jedburg

5 Selkirk

6 Erfdton

Midlcbee

Lockmaben
Penpont
Drumfrees

Kirkcudbright

Wigton
Stranrawer

Aire

Irwin

Paifley

Hamilton
Lanerk
Glafgow
Dumbarton

1 Denoon
2 Campbelton

3 Inverary

4 Kilmoir

5 Skie

Pariflies.

31

"9
12

13
16
1(5

10

.117

I [

J4

lO

15
II

10

12

»J

9
18

16

10

II

28

19
16

15
»3

19

17

8

10
8

12

II

-^x

-54

Z7

-127

V a VII.

—49
Perth.
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Vin.—Fife,
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1 Dunkeld
2 Perth

3 Dumblane
4 Stirline

5 Auchterarder

1 Dumfermline
2 Kirkaldy

3 Couper

4 St. Andrews

IX.—Angus and Mearns,

X'

1 Meegle
2 Dundee
3 Forfar

4 Breechen

5 Aberbrothock

6 Merns or Fordoun>

Kincardine

Aberdeen
Alford

Garioch

Deer
TurrefF

7 Fordice

8 Ellen

XI.—Murrayy- 1 Strathbogie

z Elgin

3 Forrefs

4 Invernefs

5 Abernethy

6 Aberdour

XII.—Rofs,-

XIII,—Orkney,

1 Chanry
2 Tain

3 Dingwal

4 Dornoch

1 Caithnefs

2 Orkney

3 Zetland

Provincial fynods 13. Prefbyteries 68. Pariflies 939.

The loweft ecclcfiaftical court is the kirk-fcfiion, or parochial confiftory, which
confifls of the minilter or roiniftcrs, when more than one in a j^arifli, elders and deacons
with a clerk and beadle. The elders' bufmcls is to afiift the minilter iu vifiting the con-

grcgatioa
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gregation upon occafion, to watch over the morals of the people in his diflri£t, and to

give them private reproof in cafe of any diforder ; but if the fcandal be grofs, or the

perfon obllinate, he is to lay the maitcr before the confiflory or fcffion, who by their

beadle cite the pevfon accufed to appear before them, hear what he has to fay in his

own defence, and eiiher acquit or cenfure him, according as the matter appears to them
by confeffion or evidence ; and if a cenfure cnfue, it is proportioned to the nature of

the offence or fcandal given by it, if it has given publick offence a publick acknowledg-

ment of it is required. The elders are chofen from among the mofl; fubflantia!, knowing
and regular people. The deacons are chofen in the fame manner, v/hofe office is to

take care of the poor, and to fee that the chanty of the congregation be rightlv managed
and duly applied ; they are alfo confulted, but have no decifive voice in matters of cen-

fure, &c. except they be alfo elders. This court are judges of admitting to the Lord's'

table or debarring from it in their refpedive pariflies ; the communicants are examined
before them as to their knowledge and converfation, and their refolutions to renew and
perform their baptifmal covenant by coming to the Lord's-fupper. From this court there

lies an appeal to the prefbytery, if any perfons think themfelves injured by their cenfurcs
;

and fometimes the miniller and elders do of themfclves bring the cafe of obHiuate of-

fenders, or of fuch as by reafon of their quality either will not fubmit, or are improper

to be cenfured by this court, before the preibytery. In country pariOies the feflion ge-

nerally fits the llord's-day after fcnnon, but in towns on other days, as it fuits bed
with their conveniency.

The preibyteries, as may be feen by the fcheme above, confift of fuch a number of

minifters and elders of neighbouring parifhes as can mofl conveniently meet together
;

in ordinary cafes, one ruling elder from each congregation is enough. The minillers

and elders, when met, chufe one of the minifters to be pr^fes, or chair-man, for fuch

time as they think fit ; the perfon fo chofen is called moderator, and his bufinefs is to

regulate their proceedings according to the general rules of the fcripture, and the par-

ticular conftitutions of the church, to take care that they proceed orderly in their de-

bates, and to colled: their fuffrages when any thing comes to a vote ; and all their pro-

ceedings are carefully writ down and regillered by their clerk. Before this court are

tried appeals from parochial confiftories, or kirkfefTions, and theyinfpeft into the be-

haviour of the miniflersand elders of their refpeftive bounds, whom they vifit by turns, .

and hear complaints of either miniflers or people : they take care to fupply the vacant

churches in their refpettive diii rifts, for whom they ordain paftors, upon fufficient trial

of their learning, and of their other qualifications, or admit them, if thev have been
ordained elfewhere, upon their producing certificates from other prefbvteries, &:c.

They alfo try, and licenfe young men who offer themfelves to trial, or are by the pref-

bytery required fo to do, in order to their entrance upon the work of the miniltry, or

becoming probationers for it : they examine them as to their knowledge in Latin, Greek,
Hebrew, divinity, philolbphy, church hilfory, chronology, and as to their iives and :

converfations, &c. and after having prefcribed them fuitable exercifes for their trial on
all thofe heads, they approve or rejetl them, as they fee caufe, the perfon always witii-

drawing while they pals their cenfure upon his performance, and called in afterwards

to receive it from the moderator. This court does hkewife judge of caufcs, fm- the

greater excommunication, before it be infliflied on any perfon wathin. their hounds, in •

order to bring them to a fenfe of their fin and to repentance : this fentence is feldbm •

pronounced, and never but for weighty caufes, but with great foLranity and awe, ac-'

cording to the general rules of the fcripture, which makes it .very much dreaded and
refpefted. The minilters. preach by turns at the meeting of each prefbyttry, which is

oace
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cnce/iT month at lead^ and this is found to be of very good ufe to obHsfc the minifiers

to keep to a conftant ercercife of their learning, and other miniuorial abilities, wherein

any decay or nogledi: would foon be obferved and cenfured by hich an auditory. V/iicn

they ordain a miniRer, they generally make him undergo the fame trials that he under-

went when admitted a probationer ; and if tiiere be no valid objection by the prelhy-

tery, or the peojjile who gave him the call, they proceed to ordination, with prayer

and impofuion oi" hands, after having afked him proper queifions concerning his belief

of the fcripturcs, his having had reccurfe to Jefus Chrit't for fdvation, out of a deep

feufe of his own fin ; of his adhering to the doctrine, worfliip, difcipline, and govern-

ment of the church ; and of liis entering upon the miniltry out of a. fincere defign to

ferve God in the gofpel of his Son, and not for filthy lucre.

The provinc'al fynod confifls of all the minifiers of the province, with a ruling elder

from each pariih ; they meet twice a year, and chufe their own moderator; their bufi-

nefs is to determine appeals from the prefbyteries of their diflrift, to inquire into the be-

haviour of the feveral prefbyteries, and for that end inf'pecl their books; they likewife

cenfure fuch fcandals, as particular prefbyters may not think proper for them to meddle
with, bccaufe of the quality of the otiender, &c. and determine concerning the tranf-

portation of minifiers from one place to another within their own dillricl, for the greater

good of the church. From this court, which generally lulls about a week, there lies an

appeal to the general afl'embly.

This general afl'embly is conflituted of minifiers and elders deputed from every pref-

bytery of the nation : the ruling elders of this affembly are many times members of

parliament, and others of the greateil quality. This court gives a final determination

to all appeals from inferior church-judicatories, and makes aftsand conflitutions for the

whole church : their moderator, or prcfes, is chofen by themfelves, and the fovercign

genei-ally fends a commifTioner, who propoies what is thought proper on the part of

the crown, and takes care to prevent any thing that may difpleafe the government ; but

he has no vote in the affembly, nor is his prefence there necefl'ary by the conflitution :

they are empowered by ad of parliament to meet at leaft once per annum, and there lies

no appeal from them.

In all thefe ecclefiaflical courts, they begin and end with prayer ; they cam infli(5l no

temporal puniflnnent, but confine themfelves altogether to ecclefiaflical cenfures ; they

are a great barrier to the eflablifhed religion ; and all the members being eleftive, and

the people repi'cfentcd as well as the clergy, it is not eafy, if thofe courts be left to

chufe their members, and acl with freedom, according to the conilitution, to bring any

innovation into the do£lrine, worfliip, difcipline, or government of the Church of

Scotland.

They differ nothing from the Church of England, and other reformed churches, in

point of things necelfary to falvation, but only fome ceremonies they will not admit

of : however, no Chrihian fociety in the world excels them for their exaft obferva-

tion of the fabbath day, and few can equal them for their fingular firictnefs and im-

partiality in punifliing fcandals. There were formerly two archbilhopricks, viz. St.

Andrew and Glalgow, and twelve bifliops, Edinburgh, Dunkeld, Aberdeen, Murray,

Brechin, Dumblain, Rofs, Caithncfs, Orkney, Galloway, Argyle, and the Hies. The
univerfities are, St. Andrew, Glafgow, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh.

In my inquiry after the trade of this country, I was generally anfwcred according to

the inclinations of the pcrfons with whcm I difcourfed ; Ibme, efpecially the Englilh,

who by no means like tlie Scottifli nation, depreciate this country, and its tralllck, pro-

duce, and inhabitants, as much as pofTible, in the cfleeni of a foreigner ; others, the

Scot-
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Scots thcmf(_lves, enamoured with the remembrance of their ancient power, and (as is

rommon with all nations, I believe) with a preference of their affedions for their native

ibil, extol them all above comparilbn v;'ith the other parts of the Britifli iflc.

The Englifli deny, that they produce fo much as the neceffaries of life. The Scots

boaft of their pearl and herring, and cod and whale fiflitries. They pretend to vie

with all nations for ambergrife, black and white marcafites, the lapis cerar'ms^ the

lapis hcciiciis (a fovereign remedy in confumptions, the dyfcnteria and diarrhaa) the

agate, the amethyft, the cryftal (lone, talc, marie, the loadftone, and fpermaceii.

They alio tell us of gold-mines in Crawford-Moor, of filver-mines in Carnpapell-Hiil,

of copper-mines in Airthey, of lead-mines in Clidfdale, of tin and lead-mines in the

Orkneys, of iron-mines at Dumfermline, in Fife, &:c. of coal-mines in Lothian, Fife,

&c. of marble-qaarries, quickfilver, antimony, chryfocolla, diamonds, rubies, car-

buncles, jacinths, topazes, beryls, jafpers, and cornelians. And if this account be

true, certainly Scotland is the mod: delirable country in the world for riches and foreign

commerce.
But, be that as it will, I am more inclined to believe thofe that do not thus far run

into the extreme praife of their country ; and talk not fo much of the bowels of their

earth, but what it really and yearly is known to produce, and can vouch their trade by
famples of their own produce and manufaftures. Thefe tell us, that their comitrv, in

fome parts, produceth good wheat, oats, peafe, beans, barley, rye, flax, and hemp;
and this I take for granted, that the numerous and large flocks of flieep they have in

Scotland, produce abundance of wool, from whence come manufaftures of feveral

forts, as broad-cloth, coarfe or hufwife's cloth, fringes, fingrines, baize, crapes, tem-

niin, Glafgow plaids, worflied-camblets and other fluffs, and flockings, for home-con-
fumption and export ; befides their tallow and fkins.. Their wool in general is not fo

good as that of England, yet very proper for ferges, baize, camblets, flialloons, and
other ftufis ; and, by due regulation, is capable of great improvement for a foreign

trade. They are come to a great perfedion in making fluffs, and for plaids they exceed

all the world. They make fuch fine worfled flockings at Aberdeen, that they yield 10,

1^, 20, and 30J. a pair for women's flockings.

They have a multilude of fmall horfes, fit for riding journeys, and as numerous a

breed of fmall black cattle, whofe meat is generally much fweeter than that of the

Englifii black cattle ; and their hides, if dreffed and tanned right, are fit for foal-leather,

harnefs for coaches, &c. and other ufes.
'

There is plenty of all forts of deer in the parks of thofe of quality in the low-lands,

but efpecially in the mountains and wafl:es in the north highlands and ifles, where great

flocks of them run wild, and are not only excellent food, but are capable of yielding

great profit by their (kins, &c.

They have great flocks of (heep, both of a larger and leffer fize, which yield a great

profit to the hihabitar.ts by their meat, milk, wool, ikins, and lambs, of which they

are more than ordinary prollfick ; they fell great numbers of theaa yearly to the inhabi-

tants of the north of England, and their meat in general is much fweeter, though of a

lefs fize than the Enfflifli mutton.

From the milk oi th.nr black cattle and flieep, they make great quantities of butter

and ch jefe, not only for home-confumption, but for exportation.

• It is a vulgar error in England, and eifev.hcre, that the Scots have a general averfion

to hogs, and to the food which they yield ; for in thofe parts of the kingdom v, here

they have corn and proper food in plenty for them, they are bred by the inhabitants,

not.
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not only for home-confumption, but alfo for exportation, confiderable quantities of

faked pork being yearly exported from tiie north of Scotland into other countries.

Scotland has not only plenty of domeftickfowl, fuch as are common in other countries,

but many that are peculiar to themfclves, efpecially in the idands; where they are in

fuch mukitudes, as the inhabitants can neither confume nor vend.

Having thus given a brief account of Scotland's chief produft for trade, I fiiali, in

the next place, give a fliort account how they are capable to barter or exchange their

own commodities for fuch of other countries as they iland in need of, or may have

occafion to trade with.

From England the goods ufually imported into Scotland, are the woollen manufac-

ture of all forts, alomed leather, fhambo, gloves, lead, pewter, tin, iron, black cat-

tle, horfes, hops, cyder ; and fome years, when their own harvefl proves bad, corn

of all forts, manufaclures of pewter, iron, fteel, and brafs, tobacco, fugar, indigo,

cotton, and the goods the Engliili import from China, Perfia, the Eaft-Indics, and
other nations; for exchange of which Scotland imports into England linen cloth of all

forts, coals, fait, fmall black cattle, Iheep, falmon, marble. Hates grey and blue,

pearl, cod and ling, and fmall horfes.

From Ireland the Scots import fometimes black cattle, fliecp, wool, and woollen

manufactures, with fome corn and horfes ; for which they have to exchange linen cloth,

coal, fait, cod, ling, red and white herrings, oak, oak bark, and fir timber.

'i"he Scots import from Norway fir-timber and deals, tar, fifh, oil, copper, and
carvie-feed, oak, wainfcot, pipe-ftaves, and firs, and fometimes horfes from Denmark.
The Scots import from the Baltick iron, copper, wire of copper and iron, great

guns, mortars, bullets, fir-timber, and deals, for which they have to exchange white

and red herrings.

The Scots import from Nerva, Revel, and Riga, the befl hemp, flax of all forts,

knapple, tar, linfeed, firs, pot-alhes, and train-oil ; for which they have to exchange

white and red herrings, alomed leather, gloves, lamb-ikins, lead, woollen manufac-

tures, and fine and coarfe (lockings.

The Scots import from Dantzick and Poland, hemp, flax, linfeed, tarred ropes,

pitch, fteel-kits, knapple, oak, wainfcot, glafs, black beer, (Irong-waters, pot afhes,

white peafe, rye, and other corn, for which they have to exchange red and white her-

rings, fak, alomed leather, and lamb-fkins.

From Holland they import molt of their grocery ware, materials for dying, fine

Hollands, filks, toys, fpiccs of all forts, currants, raifins, figs, rice, fugar, fugar-

candy, tobacco, pickles of all forts, gunpowder, arms, flarch, pot-afhes, foap, hops,

ivoi7, filk and worked llufls, thread, callicoes, muflin, Eaft-India goods of all forts,

oils, drugs, fhips, rigging, flax, hemp, rofin, tobacco, linfeed, garden-feeds, trees,

flatues, marble, books, lime-juice, vinegar, white-wine, Rhenifli, fack, brandy, wain-

fcot, planks, hops, earthen-ware, and all forts of houfiiold furniture.

And they import into Holland falmon, herrings, coals, wheat and barley, butter,

eggs, beet, hides, tallow, coarfe woollen cloth, wool, flieep-fkins, ferges, fingrines,

baize, pladding, woollen- ftufls, fuch as thofe of Norwich, worfted yarn, (lockings,

lead, lead-oar, gloves, and pearl.

From France they import wines, brandy, prunes, chcknuts, filk, fait, writing-

paper, hats, gloves, and toys.

And they export falmon, herrings, cod, coals, lead, wool, coarfe woollen cloth,

ftockings, dog-fkins, and other fkiiis.

From
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From Sp'Mi\ and Portugal they import vWirib, fruit, oniurtcs, lemons, fait, raifins,

and cochineal.

And export falinon, hcrrinots, cod-fifli, linen of fcveral forts, coarfo woollen cloth,

ferges, (lockings, candles, tallow, bees-wax, rawhides, beef, Montrofe pilfols.

The Scots import from Naples oil, fdk, filk fluffs, and rice; for wiiich they have

to exchange red and white herrings, falmon, bars of lead, cotton -wicked candles,

tanned leather, and calf-fkins.

They import from Galipoly oijs, rice, juice of liquorice, and liquorice ; for which
they have to exchange the fame commodities that ferve for Naples. '1 hev import like-

wife the fame commodities from Medina and Sicily in general, for which they exchange
the like commodities as for Naples.

They import from Venice brimftonc, the finefl red pile rice, fine cryflal drinkiiig-

glafl'cs, looking glaffes, cabinets, fmall beads, filk and fiik fluffs, nuifcadine wine,

Greek wine, currants, Roman fcented gloves, Venice necklaces, fliam pearls; for

which they haVe to exchange red-herrings, falmon, bars of lead, cotton -wick'd candles,

bees-wax, log-wood, tancd- leather, calf^lkins, fine ftockings, ferges, baize white and
dyed, dry cod and ling.

They import from Cephalonia currants, Greek wine, and rice, and trade thither

with the fame goods as to Venice, or rather with the money they make of their goods
at Venice.

From Barbary they import rice, figs, raifins, dates, almonds, copper ; for which
they have to exchange locks of guns, arms, linen ajid woollen manufactures and
lead.

From the Canaries, Malvafia wines, green wines, red and white Vidonia, or hard

wines, pitch, fine prcferved fruits, cordecidron, fugar-loaves, orchald, ihumack, pitch,

logwood ; for which they have to exchange red and white herrings, linen and woollen
manufadlures, fait beef, candles, butter, and bar-lead.

From the Madeiras they import red and white Madeira wines, brandy, cordecidron,

brafil, fugar, fliumack, and archald for dyers ; for which they have to exchange red
and white herrings, falmon, linen and woollen manufaftures.

From the Englifh Weft-Indies they import fugar, indigo, tobacco, ginger dry and
wet, cotton wool, lime-juice, and rum; for which they have to exchange fait beef,

'

red and white herrings, wheat and flour, candles, &c.

Their linen and woollen manufactures, fait beef, red and white herrings, flour, can-

dles, butter, are alfo proper commodities to exchange for the producl of Martinico,

Surinam, CuraflTo, Jamaica, Carolina, New York, Eaft and Weft Jerfey, Virginia,

Peimfylvania, and New England.

They import from Ruffia pot-affies, train-oil, hemp, timber, tarred ropes, bees-wax,
honey, mead, tar, cavier, i-hubarb, agarick, mufli, and ifinglafs ; for which they ex-

change lead, red and white herrings.

For the producl: of Guinea, which is gold-duft and elephants' teeth, the Scots have
to exchange linen and woollen manufaftures, knives, fciff'ars, fmall looking -glalfes,

and other toys, ftrong waters, beads, pewter diflies, Glafgow plaids, &c.
For the product of the Negro coaft, viz. negroes, elephants' teeth, bees-wax, and

gum arabick, Scotland has to exchange zvam-pi/m-pig, or fine fliells, found in great

quantities on the coafts of the ifles, coarfe white linen and fingrines, toys, ftrong

w^aters, and pewter diflies. i

This is the fubftance of what I have learned from good authority, concernin"- its"

produd and trade ; not that I fuppofe that the produQ; of Scotland is fuilicicnt to trade
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to all thofe places without money, but the Scots product is fufficient to procure money
to trade to fuch of thofe places where it is necelTary.

I have infifted the longer upon this head of Scotland's produft for trade, to unde-
ceive other people, who, by the mifreprefentations of envious or ignorant authors,

have been much impofed upon by extravagant accounts of the intrinfic poverty and
barrennefs of this country.

The chief rivers, fea-ports, and flrong towns, are,

1. The Forth, ")
f Y..^ f Sterling, Fife, Lothian.

2. Tay,
I I

E.
I

|
Broadalbin, Athol, Dundee.

3. Spey, I I
N. E.

I j
Badenoch, Bamf, Murray.

5. De": \
f

''^""'"S'j
} E.

^^l^rough

j
1^^^^ Aberdeen.

6. Clyd, . 1 N. W.
I I

Glafgow.

7. Tweed, J {_ E.J (_ Berwick.

The fea-ports, or towns on navigable rivers, are Leith near Edinburgh, Dundee,
Montrofe, Aberdeen, Glafgow, Kircubright, Carveltan, he.

The ftrong towns are Edinburgh Caftle, Sterling, Dunbar Caftle, Fort Williams,
Bafs near the Forth in an ifland, Innernefs.

The inhabitants of Annandale and other leffer dales or valleys, were always accounted

a warlike people, and much given to incurfions, from which the wedern borders of
both nations could fcarce be reftrained either by peace or truce, before the union of the

two crowns.

Duns is remarkable for the birth of the famous Johannes Duns Scoius.

Coldingham is famous for its abbey, founded by Edgar king of Scotland, about the

'year 1 1 00, and for Ebba, the lady abbefs, who, during a Danifh invafion, disfigured

herfelf by flitting her nofe, and perfuaded her nuns to do the like, to prevent their

being raviflied by the Danes.

Lauder is remarkable for the execution done upon James Illd's minions by the no-

bility, who, under the conducl of the earl of Angus, took them out of the court, and
hanged them over Lauder bridge.

Aire is remarkable for the birth of one of the mofl learned fchoolmen, from hence

called Johannes Scotus JErigena, and likewife for a fevere revenge which the famous Sir

William Wallace the champion, and at that time v^arden of Scotland, took here upon
the Englifli, who, under pretence of holding a juftice eyre in Edward the firfl's time,

after he had over-run the country during the competition betwixt Bruce and Baliol for

the Scots crown, fummoned the neighbouring nobility and gentry to the court, which

was held in large barns belonging to the king, and hanged them one after another as

they entered, thinking by this means to keep Scotland for ever under his obedience

;

but Sir William, having notice of what paffed, came with a body of men that fame

night, furprifed the Englifh in the midfl of their jollity, fet the barns on fire, and burnt

all that were in them. This town is alio memorable for the defeat of Acho king of

Norway, who in 1263, during the reign of Alexander III. king of Scotland, brought

160 fhips to the neighbourhood, with 20,000 men; and, after plundering the adjacent

country, was routed by Alexander Stuart, great-grandfather to the firft of that family,

who enjoyed the crown. The king of Norway loft alfo mofl: of his fleet, on board of

which he fled, and by that means was forced to quit his prelenfions to the weflern

iflands of Scotland, which had been granted to hint by Donald Bane, an ufurper, on
prorajfe of afllftance to maintain him on the Scottifli throne.

There
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There are feveral iflands on the coafts of Lothian, whereof Bafs is the mofl remarkable,

being an impregnable fort, and abounding with foland geefe, which in April come
hither in flocks, who, before their coming, fend fonie to fix their manfion, which are

therefore called their fcouts ; they lay but one egg at a time, and fix it fo dexteroufly

on the rock by one end, that if it be moved, it is impoflible to fix it again ; they

hatch it with their foot, and fcarce leave it till it be hatched. The fifh catched by the

old ones many times furnifhthe inhabitants with food, as the fticks they bring for their

nefls furnifli them with fuel. When they come to be as big as ordinaiy geefe, they are

very good meat. They leave this ifland in September, but whither they retire during

the winter is not known.
Sterling, in the Saxon tongue, fignifieth a rock or mountain on a river, alluding to

the fituation ot the town and caflle. The town is fituated in a pleafant and fruitful

country, into which it has a fine profpefl. The caltle is a noble and magnificent flruc-

ture, and is very llrong both by art and nature. This town is reckoned the key of the

kingdom, becaufe it opens the pail'age from fouth to north, there being no fuch eafy

palfageover the Forth, as by Sterling bridge.

Bannockburn is famous for the noble vidiory the Scots obtained there over Edward II.

under the conduft of king Robert Bruce, the greatefl defeat that ever the Englifh re-

ceived from the Scots. It is alfo memorable for the defeat and death of king James III.

for his nobility finding him incurably addifted to arbitrary government, armed his fon

againfl him, and fet him up in his ftead.

The duke of Argyle is hereditary flierifFof Lorn ; it is a peculiar right of this family,

that, when they marry any daughter, their vafTals are obliged to pay their portion,

and are taxed in order to it, according to the number of their cattle.

Broadalbin lies among the Grampian hills; the woi'd in the old language fignifies the

highefl part of Scotland, and part of it called Drumalbin does likewife fignify the ridge

or back of Scotland. This appears to have been the country anciently called Albany,
and part of the refidence of the ancient Scots, who ftill call themfelves Albinnich from
the country, and retain the ancient language and habit ; they are a hardy and warlike

people, and follow much of the ancient parfimony in their way of living ; and fronv

this country it was that the fons of the royal family had the title of dukes of Albany.
And thus I conclude my remarks upon this ancient kingdom, which now, of all

chriflian nations, feems to be in the greatefl: flavery, under the management of a ftate

whofe fubjeds can boaft of the greatefl: freedom by their laws.

z 2
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A TOUR TO THE WEST OF ENGLAND, IN 1788. Sr THE REV. S. SHAW,
M. A. FELLOW OF ^UEEN's COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE-*

THAT the human mind is happiefl:, when its powers are in a progreifive flate of im-
provement, will not, I believe, be denied. Employment concordant with its high na-

ture and exalted wifhes, is ablblutcly neceffary, to enable it to enjoy that blifsful flate,

of -which it is capable even in this world. It is (to compare great things with fmall)

like a vell-formedinflrument whofe tones and vibrations depend upon due teniionand

care, but whofe harmony is enervated and deftroyed by improper relaxation. He,
therefore, who can exercife his intellectual faculties in a manner worthy of them, pro-

motes materially his own happinefs at lead, and if he can add any thing, either inflruc-

tive or entertaining to the knowledge of others, deferves no mean praife of the public.

It was with this conviction, that lafl fummer, when the town began to grow dull and
empty, and all nature was i:i its mofl beautiful flate, we determined to imdertake a tour

over fome part of England. To mark the varying face of countries ; to behold the

ditFcrent ftates of edifices ; to view the ftrong, the beautiful, and the flupendous build-

ings, which ages, fo unlike our own, either awed by fear, or infpired by religion, have
credted ; to tread upon the ground, where heroes and fages have been nurfed, or have
refided ; to behold with penfive regret, the decay of ancient families ; to trace and to

obferve the rife and fall of cities, are intelleftual exertions, that furely may delight the

moft cultivated minds.

, It was very long before our anceflors became acquainted with the face of their own
country. The monks to whom literature was confined, immured within their own
gloomy walls, knew nothing of the geography of their country ; and of thofe parts of

knowledge, with which they were acquainted, they felt the importance too much in

fwaying the bulk of mankind, to difperfe them beyond the limits of their dark monai-

teries. This immoderate darknefs being difpelled, and the great invention of printing

being difcovered, the bright rays of genius foon fpread themfelves over the world,, illu-

minated every fcicnce and circulated every noble improvement of the mind.

. The firll who undertook to make himfelf acquainted with the fubject we are now engaged

in, and to difplay it to others, was Lcland, who led by his own enthufiaftic genius for oui'

antiquities, traverfcd in fearch of knowledge, under the patronage of Henry VIII. every

part of the kingdom ; traced rivers, vifited and defcribed towns, feats, and churches ;

and refcued from impending deftruftion, as many of the innumerable hiflorical papers

and records, that were difperfed carelefsly every where, ^ by the diflblution of religious

houfes), as the diligence of one man could, by extrading and tranfcribing, efFeft. His

accuracy and his lively fancy have preferved, in his itinerary and his other works, many
pleafing pidf urcs of the ftate of buildings, &c. of thofe times, and many delightful me-
morials of families, that but for him had been buried in the womb of time. I know
not a more entertaining as well as ufcful work, than his itinerary. But alas ! this great

man's defigns were greater than all hiseflbrts were able to execute. He loll his fenfes

before he died ; he was buried amidll the devaftations, his great labours were intended

to preferre.

Camden was the next bright genius that role to forward that great work his prede-

ceflbr had begun, " to jcflorc antiquity to Bri'ain, and Britain to antiquity." His in-

nate abilities, and propenfities to purfuits of this kind, while he was at the univerilty,

foon made him mailer of every latent particle that might be ufcful to himfelf, and to the

» London i/8y, 8vo.

world-.
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world. Ten years were devoted to his refearches for his Britannia, whicli he firfl: pub-

lifhed foon after the age of thirty ; and which is fuch a lafling memorial of his fcrvices,

as will not perifli but with the Knglifli language.

The imitators of thefe two luminaries of topography, have been too numerous to come
within the compafs of this prefatory difcuHion. I will only obferve tiiat the endeavours

of other nations, in Illullrating matters of antiquity and geography would fall very fliort

in comparifon with our own. Where fliall we find, beyond the limits of our own
kingdom, a Plott, a Gibfon, or a Gough? The latter of whom is now happily employed,

amidfl his other able performances, in preparing a new edition of the Britannia, loon to

be given to the world.

To walk humbly in the paths of fuch great men, and to gather flowers which they

have haflily or inadvertently let fall, with thofe, which have fprung up beneath the nur-

turing hand of later times, can furcly be called no mean or uninterefting employ-

ment.

Tours of this kind, though but moderately written, if taken through a confidcrable

traft of counytr, mull contain fufficient matter of infl:rucl:ion and amufement, to exer-

cife the powers of the mind, by the moft pleafing exertions, and add fomething to that

employment, which makes time glide fmoothly, if riot rapidly, down the vale that leads

to eternity.

It is a melancholy reflection, and a bad compliment to the taffe of the age, to fuppofe

that fubjedts of this kind Ihould be neglefted, or call alide as unworthy trafli, while the

hackneyed novel, whofe greater infipidity is its only diflinction, from the production of

the preceding day ; or the infidious tale of ribaldry and calumny, whofe only fupport is

its bafenefs and effrontery, arrefl the attention of the multitude, and find encouragement

and reward.

To accommodate thofe readers, whofe tafte cannot relifh the unadorned narration of

hiflory, the following pages are occafionally interfperfed with digreflions of faucy, and
defcriptions of the mufe, but plain faffs and common occurrences are faithfully and
fimply minuted as they were obferved.

If novelty has any charms in the compofition of a Tour, the courfe this has taken

may without vanity or felf-importance, claim fome degree of merit. Numerous have
been the defcriptions of the North of England and Scotland, while the Weffern beauties

of this Ifle lie almoft unnoticed, at leafl in any regular and extenfive route. And
though they cannot boaft the fame fublime features of lake and rock, yet they difplay

an infinite variety of other objefts, with no fmall fhare of the romantic and beau-
tiful.

The vifitor is here delighted, though perhaps he may not be fo much furprized,

while he obtains an accurate and diltindl knowledge of the fertility of his country and
the opulence and refources of its people.

Thefe were the reafons that determined us in Augufl, 1788, to fix upon a Tour
through the Weft of England. The fummer had been dry and backward, but the rairiiS

had at length fallen, and produced an abundance, and a verdure on the face of the

country, that added to our hopes of pleafure. We were fome days in deliberation about
the exact courfe we fhould purfue, during which time we took the opportunity of vi-

fuing feverai places in the environs of London. But before we proceed it may not be
impi-oper to make a few obfervations and refledtions, on this great centre of the king-

dom, froui whence all our tracks diverge, like the rays which are darted from the prime
orb of the planetary fyi'lem, to give life and light to the moll diftant and inferior

parts.
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If cathedrals and churches are the objeds of our refearches, where fliall we find them
more numerous and magnificent? nor can there be a moment's doubt of the fuperiority

of every other public edifice. Do we want to examine the nature of hofpitals and other

charitable inllitutions ? No city in the univerfe can fliew the like number of private and
public charities. Are we delighted with the bufy fcenes of trade and traffic ? where
Ihall we find them on a larger fcale than on the banks of Thames !—No eye can well

view a greater quantity of fliipping, than this noble river exhibits : and in the wonder-

ful architedture of bridges it fliands unrivalled. Many of thefe principal features it is

true we view every day in the common intercourfe with London, and are contented

with the curfory manner in which we fee them ; we have alfo various books to refer to,

for particular accounts ; but the former ought not to be the prevailing argument of ge-

neral ignorance, nor the latter fufficient to fatisfy, without perfonal infpedion, the mind
of the curious.

It would be foreign to my prefent purpofe to enter into the minutii'e of this vafl city.

But a few further remarks upon its progreflive ftate may not be improper. If we com-
pare its prefent appearance with that in Queen Elizabeth's time, the difference is almoil

incredible. By cafling my eye over a map of London in 1558, annexed to the firll vo-

lume of Queen Elizabeth's progreffes, I obtained the following account.

The greater part from Temple-bar was quite in the country, except a few houfes and

gardens of the nobility on the banks of the Thames. Covent-garden was literally a gar-

den, with only a row of houfes along the Strand to Charing-crofs. Holborn and St.

Giles's were far in the country, and only exhibited a few fcattered houfes and walls.

In the fame manner we may trace all the weft end of the town, but with lefs profpeft

of ever being raifed to that magnificence and excellence we now fee it. The rapidity

with which this vicinity has been built, is fufficiently defcribed in that anecdote of Lord
Burlington, thus told by Mr. Walpole in his anecdotes of painting,* " that Loi'd Bur-

lington being alked why he built his houfe in Piccadilly fo far out of town ? replied,

becaufe he was determined to have no building beyond him." Little more than half a

century has fo iiiclofed Burlington houfe with new ftreets, that it is now in the heart of

that part of London.

The city on the eaft and north fides was formerly much circumfcribed to what it is

at prefent. The tower Hood quite feparate like a well guarded place with fofs and walls,

in the country. White-chapel had but few buildings. Spital-fields exhibited nothing

but trees and hedge rows. Bifhop-gate ftreet was more confiderable. London bridge

was then the only paflage of that kind over the Thames. What noble fabricks have

fmce been raifed, the admiring paffenger beholds with aftonifhment.

The villages that every way furround London partake greatly of its influence, and

the yearly increafe of buildings of every defcriplion is moft wonderful. The gaudy villas

and gingerbread manfions of the citizens, to which they fly to enjoy the fweets of each

weekly labour, and a few frefli hours of a more wholefome air, than what is impregnated

with their mercantile cllluvia ; thefe retreats of comfort are too numerous to have a place

in this prefent account. But we will not pafs overall the more magnificent fabricks, &c.

which prefent themfelves in many charming fituations, during feveral of our morning ex-

curfions. Indeed the environs of London might be made a tour uf fome time, and af-

ford infinite variety and information to a thinking obferver. We travel to admire and

give accounts of other buildings, manufacture?, and public places, without being able to

defcribc the wonderful variety in and around this metropolis. But this is the common

• Vol. iv. p. 231.
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error of mankind, and the rock on which mofl travellers fplit : we feek for diftant ob-

jefts of admiration, while perhaps the mofl pleafing ones, that daily lie before us, re-

main unnoticed ; we vifit foreign countries for improvement while we arc ignorant of

our own.

To enjoy a pleafant and tranquil ride, we firfl: took the Edgware road towards the

north, which prefents us with a profpeft of eight miles of fertile pafturc, well fringed

with wood and uninterrupted by fuperfluous buildings until we approach this fmall mar-

ket town. Near this is Canons, the objed: of our excurfion, which (lands, I believe,

in the parifh or hamlet of Stanmore parva, as Whitchurch chapel certainly does, which

is a chapelry to Stanmore magna. Cannons was formerly the feat of the Lakes, a fa-

mily no doubt of fome continuance and refpeiEtability here, as they had allied themfelves

to the honourable family of Gerrard, of Harrow on the Hill, who had matched with the

mofl: noble and illuftrious race of Seymour. The Hon. James Brydges, by marriage

with Mary, only furviving daughter of Sir Thomas Lake, of this place in 1 697, obtained

polTeflion of it, and afterwards fucceeding to the Barony of Chandos, and being raifed

to the title of Duke, he built here one of the moft magnificent palaces in the kingdom,
and furnifhed it at an immenfe expence in the mofi: fuperb manner. " The infide, (we
are told,) was of exquifite workmanfhip. The (lucco and gilding were done by the

famous Pargotti. The great hall was painted by Bellucci ; the pillars were of marble ;

the flair-cafe was extremely fine ; and the ffeps were alfo of marble, every (lep being

of one whole piece, about 22 feet in length. The avenue was fpacious and majeftic ;

and as it gave you the view of two fronts, joined, as it were, in one, the diflance not

admitting you to fee the angle, which was in the centre ; fo you were induced to think

the front of the houfe almoft twice as large as it was," kc.

The chapel before-mentioned called Whitchurch (which is flill remaining as a church
to the neighbouring hamlet) is a " fingularity both in its building and the beauty of its

ornaments. The Duke at one time maintained there a full choir, and had the worfhip per-

formed with the befl: mufic after the manner of the chapel royal." It cannot indeed

be denied that this nobleman was fuperb and magnificent in his manner of living evea
to a fault, but it proceeded from the overflowings of a generous and munificent heart,

he was the patron of literature, and the arts. He purchafed, and in this place preferved

Sir James Ware's valucible colleftion of MSS, which belonged to the Earl of Claren-
don, when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Calumny fays, that much of the fortune he
expended in this magnificent mode of living, he had gotten by his place of paymatler
of the forces during the reign of Queen Anne. It is probable there may be fome foun-

dation for this. For certain it is that his father fucceeded collaterally to the ancient

barony of his family, without the eftate that had formerly been annexed to it, at the

time that he and the immediate anceflors of his branch, were living as country gentle-

men (with only the title of Baronet) in their fequeflered caflle upon the banks of the

Wye, in Herefordfliire. His paternal inheritance therefore, could hardly fupply him
with much of the immenfe fums that he fquandered.

It is with indignation that I mention, that Pope, notwithflanding the Duke's general

munificence and encouragement to literature, nay more, notwithftanding his particular

hofpitality, patronage, and even a prefent of loool. to him, could mean nobody elfe than
the Duke in his defcription of Timon, and no other place than this in that of Timon's
Villa—The reproach which this unwarrantable attack brought upon Pope, made him
try every means to evade it ; but in vain ; the pifture was too clear to be miflaken ;

after various and fruitlefs diffimulations, he at length fought by an exculpatory letter,

to aifuage the anger of the Duke : who handfomely forgave what he could not forget,

in
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ill an anfwev written with great magnanimity to tliis effcci:, " That to have ridiculed his

tafle or his buildinvs had been an indifferent action in another man, but that in Pope,

alter tlie reciprocal kindnefs that had been exchanged between them, it had been lefs

eafily excufed."

I {hall here take the liberty of tranfcribing the paflage, though long, not only becaufe

it has a peculiar relation to this place, but becaufe we muft all (ii we can forget for a mo-
ment the ingratitude of Pope) much admire it, as one of the nioft highly finilhed, and

bell paflages in his works.*

At Timon's villa let us pais a day.

Where all cry out, " wh?t fiiras are throivn away !"

So proud, fo grand ; of that ilupcndous air.

Soft and agreeable come never there.

Greatnefs, with Tinion, dwells in ftich a draught,

Al brings all Brobdignag before your thought.

To compafs this, his building is a town,

His pond an ocean, his parterre a down ;

Wlio but muft laugh, the mailer when he fees,

A puny infeft, (hivering at a breeze ?

Lo, what h\ige heaps of littlenefs around !

The whole, a labouv'd quarry above ground ;

Two Cupids fquirt before : a lake behind

Improves the kcennefs of the northern wind.

Hii gardens next your admiration call,

On every fide you look, behold the wall I

No plesfing intricacies intervene ;

Ko artful wildncfs to perplex the fcenc;

Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother,

And half the platform ju ft reflecls the other.

The fuffering eye, inverted nature fees.

Trees cut to ftatues, ilatues thick as trees;

AVilh here a fountain, never to be piay'd ;

And there a fummer-houfe that knows no fhade;

Here Amphi^rite fails thro' myrtle bowel's;

There gladiators fight, or die in flowers

;

Unwatcr'd fee the drooping fea-horfe mouin,

And fwallows rooft in Nilus' dully urn.

ISIy lord advances with majeftic mien,

Sinit with the mighty pleafure to be feen :

But foft - by regular approach—rot yet,

—

rirll thro' the length of yon hot terrace fweat

;

And when up ten fteep (lopes you've dragg'd your lliighs,

Juft at his lludy door he'll blefs your eyes.

irl\s ftudy ! witli what authors is it Ror'd ?

In books, not authors, cuiious is my lord ;

To all their dated backs he turns you round ;

Thcfe Aldus printed, thofe Du Sue'l has bound,

Lo, f<?me are vellum, and the reft as good

For all his lordlliip knows, but they are wood.

For Locke or ^Iilton, 'tis in vain to look,

Thefc (lielves admit not any modern book.

And now the chapel's fdver bell you hear,

That fummons you to all the pride of prayer ;

Light quirks of mufic, broken and uneven.

Make the foul dance upon a jig to heaven.

On painted cielings you devoutly ftare,

Where fprawl the faints of Vtrrio or Laguerrc;

Or gilded clouds in fair cxpanfion lie,

And bring all Paradife before your eye.

• Foutth of his Moral Epifiles, vcrfe 99.—It was fiift publilhed I believe as a fepaiate poem, 173 1.

To
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To reft, tlic rufliion and fuft dcnn invite,

Who iievev n,enti('-iis lull to cars polite,

j'lithark! the chimiri}^ clocks to dinner call ;

A htiiulrcd footdeps fcrape the marble hall

:

The rich bufFt-t u'cl! colour'd serpents grace,

Aud g<<ping Tritons fpew to vi-afli your face.

Is this ;i dinner? this a genLd room ?

No, 'tis a ti-mple, and a Hecatomb.
A foIen:in facrifice pcrfonn'd in ftate,

Yon drink by nieafiirc, and to minutes eat.

So quick rttires each flying courfe, you'd fvvear

Sancho's dread dotlor and his wand were there.

Between each aSt the trciiibling falvers ring.

From foup to fweet wins, and God blefs the king.

In plenty llai-ving, tantaliz'd in ftate,

And complaifantly lielp'd to all I hate,

Treated, carefs'J, and tir'J, I take my leave.

Sick of his civil pride from morn to eve
;

I curfe fuch lavidi coft, and little flclll.

And fwear no day was ever paft fo ill.

Yet iience the poor are cloath'd, tlie liungry fed ;

Health to himfelf, and to his infants bread.

The labourer bears ; what his hard heart denies,

His charitable vanity fupplies

Another age (UaW fee the golden ear

Imbrown the flope, and nod on tlie parterre.

Deep harveft bury all his pride has plann'd,

And laughing Ceres reaffumc the land.

Pope's ill-natured prophecy was alas ! too foon fulfilled. The Duke died* Augufl.

gth 1 744, and " this large and coflly palace by a fate as tranfient as its owner's" was
levelled with the ground by public auQion 1747, "and as if" (fays Mr. Walpole,)
*' in mockery of fublunary grandeur, the fcite and materials were purchafed by Hallet

the cabinet-maker."

I have heard that by the fale of the materials of the houfe, he not only repaid him-
felf the purchafe-money of the whole eftate, but built the prefent villa. Btit this ill-fated

place has fmce been fubjeft to a yet greater degradation, fit has been fold to O'Kelly,
the famous champion of the turf, and fmce liis death, is flill occupied by his family-
Part of the grand avenue is yet remaining and the ground around it has now fome traces

of a fine park. The chapel at Whitchurch flill continues the burial place of the Chan-
dos family.

More northward and nearer London, are feen two beautiful hills, Hampftead and
Highgate, v;hich for fituation, air and profpect are juftly admired. From Hampftead-
heath the circular view is beautiful and extenfivc, comr.j ending much of the country to-

wards Northampton, and far inio the county cf Elldj: caftv^'ard. Over the wide extend-

• His widow died at Shaw Hall by Newbury, in Berks, (fincc the feat of Sir J ifeph Andrews) . His faa
Pleiiry Duke of Chandos, refided at Biddleforti in Hants, where he died 1771—and his fop. James, the pre-
fent Duke, has Ins principal feat it Avington, Hitnts.

f Mr. Hallet, the grandfon, , 'ho fold C;!i5iions, has realized in 1787, a large eftate ir. Berkfljire —He
has bought the Dunch eftate and n.anfion (of which, being old, he means to retain only part as a fporting
box) at Wittenham ; an eftate th, t had beer, for more than two centurie,s in that ancient and refpeftablc

family. He has alfo bought the ft and eftate at Fairir.gdon, of Mr. Pye, the M.-mber for Berkfiiire,

whole family alfo has poflefted thcic, for more than 200 years. Thus ancient families become extinfi or
fall to decay. And trade and the fluctuation of human affairs have at one momei t throv.-n into the hands
of one man, a property which fupportcd two families in refpedability at the head of their country for a long
and important period of our liiftory.

VOL. II. A A ing
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ing city, the eye is carried with a pleafing fight of Black-heath ; Shooter's-hill, kc.

into Kent. South-eaft, the oppofite beauties of Suifex-hills, and the richly crowded

Richmond are vei7 ftriking ; and to the weft, the raajeftic caftle of AVindfor rifes unin-.

terrupted.

The greateft adjacent beauties of this delightful village are Caen Wood, the noble feat

of Earl Mansfield, and Fitzroy Farm, the elegant villa of Lord Souihampton. The
former, befides containing feveral excellent apartments, which do credit to the tafte of

Mr. Adam, the architedt, and his noble employer, has round it the advantages of nature

heightened by every improvement of art and judgment. The floping lawns, and verdant

fwells furrounded by waving groups of rich foliage, captivate every beholder. A fweeter

fpot could not be well contrived, for the retirement and indulgence of that body, and

that mind, fatigued with the drudgen' and employments of the law. And how much
mufl its vicinity to the feat of his judicial exertions have increafed its value ! Our approach

to the back front was by a narrow road at the bottom of Highgate-hill, which brought

usamidft inclofures as fequeftered as pofTible, to the gate of the grounds in the bottom
;

here are two or three unaffefted pieces of water, which add greatly to the ruralnefs of

the fcene, and from hence we enjoyed a full view of the houfe, embofomed in woods, and

fancied ourfelves as much hid in country retirement, as if we had been far diftant from

the metropolis.

We next made an excurfion through the eaft part of JNIiddlefex to fee Wanfled-houfe,,

fituated on the edge of Eflex and Epping forefts.

Ifeldon, commonly called Iflington, through which we now pafled, was formerly ef-

teemed fo pleafantly feated, that in 1 58 1 Oueen Eliz. on an evening rode out that way to

take the air;* where, near the town, fhe was invironed with a number of beggars,

which gave the Oueen much difturbance. Whereupon Mr. Stone, one of her foot-

men, came in allTiafte to the Lord Mayor, and afterwards to Fleetwood the recorder,

and told them of it. The fame night the recorder fent out warrants into thofe quar-

ters, and into Weflminfter, and the Dutchy, and in the morning he went abroad himfelf,.

and took that day feventy-four rogues, whereof fome were blind, and yet great ufurers,.

and very rich. They were fent to Bridewell and puniflied.f

This road is one continued fcene of ftreets and villages, that furround the populous

town of Hackney, where opulence is largely difplayed in many elegant villas, which

every whci-e befpangle the neighbourhood, till their lultre becomes eclipfed by our ap-

proach to this magnificent feat and lordfaip called Wanftead-houfe, and park, which de-

lerves particular notice, both as to its ancient and prefent (late. It belonged by grant

from Edward VI. 1549, to Robert Lord Rich, then Lord Chancellor, from which poll.

he retired, 5. Edward VL and died 1566.

Queen Elizabeth vifited this place in one of her progrefles, 14th July, 1561. It was

in thofe days the eltate of Robert Earl of Leicefler, that Oueen's favourite, who built

very much upon it. After his death it came to the crown, and King James iff, gave it

to'Sir Henry Mildmay, fon of Sir Walter Mildmay, when he married the daughter of Sir

Leonard Holiday, (vnight, Alderman of London, who fettled it upon his lady; but Sir

Henry afting as one of the judges againft King Charles 1 ft, forfeited all his eftate by

that notorious act of treafon ; upon which this feat and manor was granted away from

his heirs, and fold to Sir Jofiah Child, a merchant of London, who built the prefent

• Of an old buildiug in this town, whicli is ftill called Queen Ellzabetli's lodge, a repretvntation is

given, with two views of Canonbury-houfc iu the fame neiglibourliood, in Queen iiliaabelh's progreflls,.

Illl. 2. p. 2CX3.

+ Stnpc'n Survey of London, vol. 2d, b. 4. p. 61.
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noble fabric, and \ras p;randfather to the late Lord Tilaey, wliofe nephew, Sir James

Long, is now in poileirion of it.

Having entered the iron gates into the park, which fecms a fniall inclofure of the

groat forefl, the road winds circularly on each fide a very large bafon of water, in a

{hade of beautiful elms ) this perhaps may be thought too formal for modern tafte^ but

•the mind is too much engaged in contemplating the grandeur of this noble palac.e in

front, to be difpleafed with any trifling defects. As you draw near, its beauties become
r;ore diflinft, and the ftile of architefture more linking ; the whole is of Portland-

Itone, and is cflecmed, \^ith juftice, one of the mod beautiful and magnificent private

lioufes in Europe.

The entrance to this principal front, is by a fine flight of fteps on each fide, and grand

portico of eight Corinthian pillars, fupporting a rich pediment, in which are the Tilney

arms finely fcuipturcd. There are twenty windows on a floor, which convey an idea of

great length, but the whole feems fo truly proportioned, well elevated, and light, that it'

isimpoffible to view it without admiration ; Mr. Colin Campbell was the architeft, who,
by the execution of this noble flrudture, has given hints to fucceeding artilts, but has

never been rivalled by any imitations.

We now went to examine the interior decorations, which are faid to poffefs all the

elegance and fplendor of their time, and thought ourfelves very fortunate to gain ad-

mittance, as Saturday is the only part of the week on whi::h it is fliewn. The hall is

very magnificent, its dimenfions 53 feet by 45 and 40. The walls are ornamented by
three fine hiftorical paintings j Coriolanus and his mother ; Porfenna ; and Pompey
taking leave of his family ; all by Caffali. The ceiling is richly gilt and painted by
Kent. To give further grandeur to this room, there are two large Itatues from the

ruins of Herculaneum ; one a very valuable reprefentation of Livia, the wife of king

Agrippa, the drapery of which is greatly admired ; the other is Domitian.

On each fide of this grand entrance are feveral fmall fuites of rooms adorned with

good pictures, and feme hiftorical tapeftry ; the principal, are St. Francis and a holy

,

family, by Guido : a Virgin Mary, and Herod's daughter holding the head of St.

John, by Titian (fuppofed) ; a very beautiful fmall painting of the Virgin, our Saviour,

and St. John, by Raphael. Two admirable fruit pieces, &c. and an excellent Cupid,

by Corregio. The pencil of Kent has alfo adorned feveral of thefe ceilings. But the

gallery or ball-room, which occupies one end of thehoufe, is fuperlatively magnificent,

its dimenfions are y^ by 27, and proportionably high. The furniture, &c. is richly

gilt and embofled ; the tapeftry, flory of Telemachus, inimitable; over the chimney is

an admirable painting of Portia, the wife of Brutus, by Schalken, who has given the

finell effedt of light from a lamp, I ever faw. The hal)itable apartments on the back
front are the befl and largeft ; the principal of which are the anti-chamber, 40 feet by

27, hung with excellent tapeftry ; the faloon, 30 feet fquare, richly gilt and emboffed
;

and the beft dining-room 40 feet by 27, with hiftorical paintings by Cafiali. The views

from fome of thefe apartments are very extenfive and beautiful ; and where fplendor

and fhow are fuch principal objects, one feldom meets with fo excellent a combination

of magnificence and convenience. The gardens and pleafure grounds are very extenfive

and beautiful, delightfully fhaded, and adorned with water ; near which the late Lord
formed a moft curious grotto, the mere workmanfliip of which, exclufive of the ver)' va-

luable materials, coft 2 oco/. At the entrance is a fplendid artificial anti-room, which
leads to the principal object of our enquiries, large enough to entertain a company of

20, and judicioufly adorned with every variety of fliells, fofTils, petrifadions, &c. not

A A 2 only
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only to attrad the notice of vifitors in general, but the admiration of naturalifts and

virluoios.

To the fouth-eaft of London acrofs the Thames, we find an agreeable ride in the

vicinity of Blackheath. Greenwich-park and liofpital are greatly to be admired : the

one for its beautiful extenfive views, which have invited to a refidence feveral crowned

heads; the other for its colfly cdilkeand laudable inllitution.

Greenwich, commonly dillinguifhed by the name of Eall Greenwich, is fituated on

the maro in of the Thames, and was called in Saxon, Grenavie; fignifying the Green-

town or dwelling. The royal hofpital (lands partly on the ground where once flood the

royal palace, in which Mary and Elizabeth, the two queens, were born ; and here

Kin<T Edward the VI. died. This palace was built by Humphry, duke of Gloucefter,

brother to King Henry V. and by a grant from his nephew, Henry VI. he was em-

powered to erett a caflle and indole a park. The tower of this caftle, which was

placed on the highefl part of the park, was tinifhed by Henry Vlil. but is now quite

deftroyed ; an obfervatory was erefted . on this fpot by King Charles II. for the ul'e of

an aflronomer royal, and from one of thofe celebrated charaiSlers, Flamdead, it took

its prefent name of Flamftead-houfe. King Charles II. alfo began the prefent fuperb

hofpital, and finiflied one wing for 36,000/. King William III. built the other wing
;

Queen Anne and King George 1. continued the work, and King George II. finiflied

this noble defign.

The following anecdote, as queen Elizabeth was fctting off in her progrefs into

Effex, »579, is recorded by Stow, and is a (Iriking inflance of her courage. The
17th of July, the queen's majefly being on the river Thames, between her highnefs's

manor of Greenwich and Deptford, in her private barge, accompanied with the

French ambaffador, the earl of Lincoln, &c. with whom fhe entered into difcourfe

about weighty affairs; it chanced that one Thomas Appletree and fome others, being

in a boat rowing up and down the fame part of the river, he had a caliver or harque-

buze, with which he had difcharged bullets, three or four times at random very rafhly^

and by great misfortune Ihot one of the watermen, labouring with his oar, (within fix

feet of her highnefs) clean through both his arms ; the blow was fo great and grievous,

that it moved him from his feat, and forced him to cry out piteoufly, faying he was

flain through the body. The man bleeding abundantly, the queen's majefty Ihewed

fuch noble courage as is moft wonderful to be heard and fpoken of; flie never baflied

thereat, but bid him be of good cheer, and faid, he fhould want nothing that might be

for his eafe. Sec. &c For which faft, tiie faid Thomas being apprehended and con-

demned to death, was, on the 21ft of July, brought to the watei'-fide, where was a

gibbet fet up, diredlly placed between Deptford and Greenwich ; and when the hang-

man had put a rope about his neck, he was by the queen's moil gracious pardon, deli-

vered from execution.

Not far from hence, the late Sir Gregory Page, baronet, (whofe father was a brewer

at Greenwich,) built a molt collly and fuperb manfion, one of the largell private feats

in England, which at his death, 1775, was bequeathed, with a large ellatc, to his

nephew Sir Gregory Turner, of Ambrofeden, in Oxfordfliire, who has refided but

little here; and finding, I imagine, fo noble a place in the vicinity of town, raiher an

incumbrance than a convenience, all the furniture and infide decorations, but the bare

ilone walls, were fold by public auttion, and nothing but the fliell (lill remains. Thus
are the noblcfl fabricks of men dellroyed by the caprice or ncceffities of their pollerity.

Could they but unfold the dark volume of events, what mortification mull they feel to

think
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tliink that their labours are fo foon demolKhed, their coftly palaces laid low, and their

glories buried in oblivion.

Near this is a charming fituation much frequented, where the archers ufedto perforin

their exercifes upon particular occafions, and frequently in the p::erence of fovereigns :

whence it took its name of Shooter's-hill.

We now proceeded on our tour, Auguft 26th, through the remaining part of Middle-
fex, more familiarly known by the name of the Uxbridge road. On our left, for fome
time we have a view of Hyde-park and Kcnfmgton-gardens ; the former, remarkable
for its noble flieet of water, the Serpentine river, and other pleafing charms ; the latter

for their beautiful walks, and ornaments defigned by Queen Mary, and improved and
greatly enlarged by Queen Anne and Caroline. The palace was originally an old
manfion of the earl of Nottingham, bought and enlarged by King William, but of late

years little honoured with a royal refidence. Farther on, we view the back of Holland-
houfe, built by Sir Walter Cope, mafler of the court of wards, in the reign of James I.

whofe daughter and heir, Ifabel, by the intereft of the court, carried it in marriage to
Henry Rich, earl of Holland. It at prefent belongs to Henry Fox, who takes his title

of baron from thence. It is beautifully fituated on an eminence; the ground, which is

of a fine verdure, falls in gentle declivities ; and the trees are grouped with a pleafing
effect.

The next remarkable objedt is the noble (Irufture of Gunnerfbury-houfe, which was
built by Inigo Jones, and was the feat of Sir John Maynard Knight, one of the com-
miffioners of the great feal in the reign of William III. It afterwards belonged to Mr.
Furnefe, and was bought by the late Princefs Amelia of his executors, and fince her
death fold by public auttion. It is fituated between Afton and the great wellern road,
with the principal front to the latter. Though the external part Ihews fome of the bold
and fimple graces of that great mafter, yet the apartments are by no means adequate to

this idea. The hall and faloon are the mofl magnificent rooms ; the latter, a double
cube of 25 feet, and fuperbly furnifhed. The reft are very inferior ; not fufficiently

large, nor well adapted for a place ot ftate, nor convenient enough for private com-
forts. From the portico, which is grand and elevated, but too large, engroffing moft
of the front, the profpeft is beautiful, and the adjacent grounds, are well adorned and
modernized.

Betwixt this and the neatly formed village of Ealing, is another noble houfe belong,
ing to the duke of Argyle, but the fituation is too flat, and the whole too much con-
cealed to attract much notice.

About two miles farther we deviated a frnall diftance to die left, to fee the magnificent
ftruclure of Ofterley-houfe, built in a park by Sir Thomas Grelham. Thourrh Sir

Thomas had purchafed very large eftates in feveral counties of England, yet he thought
a country feat near London, to which he might retire from bufinefs, and the hurry of
the city, as often as he pleafed, would be very convenient. Wi:h this view he boucrht

this place, and here he built a very large and fplendid feat, at which he fumptuoufly'^

entertained Queen Elizabeth, about 1577. Her majefty found fault with the court of
this houfe, as too great, affirming that it would appear more handfome if divided with
a wall in the middle ; upon which Sir Thomas, in the night time fends for workmen
to London, (money commands all things) who fo fpeedily and filently apply their

bufine-fs, that the next morning difcovered the court double, which was only fingle the
night before. It is quedionable whether the queen next day was more contented with
the conformity to her fancy, or more pleafed with the furprize and fuddcn performanca
thereof 5 whilft her courtier 3 dlfported themlelvcs with their feveral cxprcinons ; fome

avowing
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avowing it was no wonder he could fo foon " change a buildlug," who could " build

a change ;" others (refledting upon foine known diflerences in this knight's family

)

affirmed that a houfe is eafier divided than united.* This feat is tlius defcribed bv
Norden : " Ofterley, or Oyfterley, the houfe now of the ladie Grefliain's ; a faire and

flatcly building of bricke, erefted by Sir Thomas Grefliam, knu citizen and merchant-

adventurer of London, and finiflied about 1577. It ftandeth in a parke by him aho-

impaled, well wooded, and garniflied with manie faire ponds, which afforded not only

fiflie and fowle, as fwancs and other water fowle, but alfo great ufe for milles, as paper-

milles, oyle-milles, and corne-millee, all which are now decayed (a corne-mille ex-

cepted.) In the fame parke was a very faire heronrie, for the increafe and prefervation

whereof, fundry allurements were devifed and fet up, fallen to ruine." " Sir Thomas
was fo good a manager, that he knew how to make the belt ufe of his pleafures, and

even to render them profitable, as appears by the mills erected by hiui in this park.

But no fooner was he gone, than this fine feat began to fall to decay, which has palled

through feveral handsf, fince his time, and is now in the poflefllon of Sir Francis

Child, alderman of London, and member of Middlefex." Thus far have we its former

flate, from Ward's life of Grefliam, p. 17.

Let us now view its prefent condition in the poflefllon of Mrs, Child, widow of Mr.
Child, an eminent banker in London, defcended from Sir Fiancis. The park is near

five miles round, well watered and planted, but too much upon a flat ; deer are pretty

numerous, and on one lide is a mofl; elegant menagerie, with a choice and large col-

ledion of birds. The houfe ftands nearly in the centre, is built in the form of an half

H, with an immenfe portico in front, through which you enter, by fl:eps, to the court

leading to the hall. This room is the grand entrance, it meafures 63 feet long, and is

otherwife proportionable ; the apartments are moflly large and convenient, and made
elegant by the talte of Mr. Adam, the architeft, and Zucchi, the painter, who was firfl;

employed here on his arrival into England j he has fmce difliributed the graces of his

pencil in many parts of the kingdom, particularly in the noble houfe of Mr. Lafcelles,

at Harewood, in Yorkfliire. The colleftion of paintings here are the admiration of mofl

vifitors, and contain fome of the finefl; ftrokes of many excellent mafl:ers. On the

ceiling of the flair-cafe, is the apotheofis of William, prince of Orange, who was
afl"aflinated at Delft, by Ballages Gerrard, 1584; painted by Rubens. The breakfaft-

room, good common fize, unadorned, except by fome tolerable pidures. The library

is very handfome, 33 feet by 25. Dining-room is 36 by 24 ; here the exertions of

Zucchi, &c. are beautifully confplcuous. The gallery is one of the noblefl: private

rooms I ever faw. Its dimenfions, 136 feet by 27, and elegantly furnifhed, but more
particularly with thofe enchanting fubjeds of contemplation, which ufually adorn fuch

noble walls ; amongfl; which I had time to remark, with the afFiftance of a catalogue,

two fuli-^/.ed pieces, at the extremities of the room, of Charles I. on horfeback, with

the duke de Pernon holding his helmet, by Vandyke •, the other, Villiers, duke of

liuckingham, by Rubens. A charming landfcape of gipfies drefllng their dinner, by
Salvator Rofa ; morning and evening, which difplay all that rich and foft colouring of

their admirable painter, Claud Lorrain ; alfo two others of the fame fize, with the

Angel and Tobit ; Apollo and the Sybil, by S. Rofa ; two more fine landfcapes, by
Gal'par Pouflln ; Lord Stratiord, by Vandyke ; Cain killing Abel, by Late ; Jonas and
the Whale, S. Rofa j Conftantine's arch, with figures and cattle, by Viviano and

• Fullei'R Worthies, Middlefex, 177.

f This was the feat of the famous Parliament-General, Sir William Waller.

Bombaccio
5
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Bombaccio ; the lights and fhades on the building are very clear and beautiful. The
drawing-room anfwers to the dining-parlour in fize ; here are two pieces, Jacob and
RachacI, and Samuel anointing David, by Titian ; Vandyke's head, by himfelf,

thought to be an original. Beyond this are three fquare rooms, called the French^,

Englifli, and Italian ; the firfl: diftinguiflied by mofl exquifite tapeftry, of the richeft

French manufiiflure, interfperfed with feveral of Mr. Child's favourite birds ; the
fecond by a magnificent ftate-bed and furniture ; the lafl by curious Italian paper. The
views from the feveral windows are pifturefque, and from Mrs. Child's elegant
dreffing-room, the profpedt towards Hampflead is very fmc.

From hence to Uxbridge the country is very flat and unpleafant, nothing but the
diflant view of Harrow on the hill to attraft the eye, which is an agreeable objecl for
many miles ; thofe however who are fond of the bufmefs of agriculture, may iTiake ofF

the general dulnefs by an attention to the nature and improvement of the foil, which is

peculiarly rich, Helton parifli, adjoining to Ofterley, is defcribed by Nordcn, (p. 15,)
as " a moft fertile place of wheate, yet not fo much to be commended for the quantitie

as the quaUtie ; for the wheat is moft pure, accompted the pureft in many Ihires ; and
therefore Queen Elizabeth hath the moft part of her provifion from that place for
manchet for her highnefs's diet, as is reported."

In the neighbourhood of Hays, are found two kinds of foil : one very heavy, and
the other light turnip-land. The former they ufe chiefly for wheat and beans ; but
fow them in a courfe peculiar to themfelves ; they fallow for wheat, and after that fow
beans; whereas in land ftrong enough to yield thofe crops, beans fliould be the fallow,

by means of a thorough good cleaning, and wheat fucceed them ; which is the praftice
in the richeft parts of Eitex. Very few oats or barley are fown in thefe heavy trads

;

in the lighter ones their method is, 1. turnips; 2. barley, or, 3. clover; 4. wheat;,
than which none can be better *

Between Hillingdon and Uxbridge, on the right is a white houfe, pleafingly fituated,

and well adorned with wood, the ground falling in gentle decHvities around it. It

lately belonged to Mrs. Talbot, aunt, I believe, of Lord Talbot, but is now inhabited

.

by the marchionefs of Rockingham.
Farther on the right, before we came to Uxbridge, we left Harefield, once famous

for the refidence of the countefs of Derby, before whom Milton's Arcades was there
prefented. Norden, as cited by Mr. Warton,t thus defcribes it in his Speculum Bri
tann'i<z (about 1590.) " There Sir Edmund Anderfon, knt. lord chief juftice of the
Common Pleas, hath a faire houfe, ftanding on the edge of the hill. The river Colne
pafling neere the fame, thro' the pleafant meddowes and fweet paftures, yealding both
delight and profit." I viewed this houfe (adds Mr. Warton) a few years ago, when,
it was for the moft part remaining in its original ftate, Milton, when he wrote Arcades,
was ftill living with his father at Horton, near Colnbroke, in the fame neighbourhood.t,

Uxbridge is a fmall market town. In Leiand's time it confifted of one lung ftreet,

built of timber. The church is only a chapel of eafe to Hillingdon, a proof it is not
very ancient. In Camden's time it was full of inns ; thofe which it-has at prefent are
very indifferent, particularly, when we confider its propinquity to London. It gives

the title of eail, to lord Paget, whole anceflors had a feat, called Drayton, in this

•"Young's Six Weeks Tour, p. 8r, S2.

•}• In his Edition ot Milton's Juvenile Poems, p. 96.

% Thialady Derby afterwards munied loid chancellor Egtrton, for whofe Ton, John'«arl of Brrdi.e-
waUr, Milton wrote his Coraus.

neighbourhood.
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neighbourhood. We Ropt to dine at the principal inn, the Crown, and afterwards

entered the county of Bucks, purfuing the Oxford road about three miles.

Far on our left hand lay Stoke Pogeis, which anciently belonged to the family of

Pogeis, whofe heirefs in Edward Illd's time marrying lord Moiines, he in the 5th of

that king's reign, obtained a licence to make a caftle of his manor-houfe here. From
him it defcended to the lords Hungerford, and from them to the Haflings's, earls of

Huntingdon. Edward Haflings, created by Queen Mary, lord Loughborough, was

buried in the chapel here of his own eredion, and many others of the Molines's, Hun-
gerfords, and Haftings's, were buried in the church. This manfion feems afterwards

to have belonged to lord chancellor Hatton. The mother of Mr. Gray, the poet, had

afmall houfein this parilh, and here that incomparable genius fpcnt many days of the

earlier part of his life. And the manfion before mentioned was the fcene of that beau-

tiful poem of his, called the Long Story, which opens with the following excellent

defcription of this, and all other feats of that age.

In Britain's ifle no matter where.

An ancient pile of building Hands,

The Huntingdons and Hattons there.

Employed the power of Fairy hands.

To ralfe the cieh'ng's fretted height,
,

Eacli pannel in atchievements cloathlng.

Rich windows that exclude the light,

Andpaflages that lead to nothing.

Full oft within the fpacious walls

When he had fifty winters o'er him.

My brave Lord keeper* led the brawls.

The fcal and maces danc'd before him.

His bufhy beard, and (lioe-flrings green.

His high-crown'd hat and fatin doublet,

Mov'd the ftout heart of England's Queen,
Tho' Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it.

Lady Cobham then refided here. I cannot help here obferving what facred ground
we were now upon. Milton refided long at Horton in this neighbourhood before men-
tioned. Waller lived at Beaconsfield, as we lliall prefently have occafion to notice.

Pope long dwelt no great diftance from hence, at Binfield in Windfor Foreft, and
Stoke-Pogeis was much frequented by the fublirae, and the pathetic Gray. I mull

here break out in the words of one of thefe authors.

" I fecm thro' confecratcd walks to rove,

" I hear foft mufic die along the grove,

" Led by the found I roam from fiiade to fliade,

" By godlike poets venerable made."|

We now left the Oxford road, and took another through an agreeable valley arid

excellent road, on our way to Amerfham. About five miles beyond LIxbridge, at a

diftance on our left, we pafl'ed Bulftrode-park, the paternal feat of the duke of Port-

• Hatton preferred by Q^ieen Elizabeth for his graceful perfon, and fine dancing.

% Pppe'j Windfor Foreft, vsrfe 265.

land.
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land. The park is extenfive, well planted, and varied with perpetual fwells and flopes,

though in the midft of a flat country. This had formerly been the feat of a family of

its own name, who had been of much confideralion in this county, fince the reign of

Edward IV. of which the hcirefs was mother of Sir Bulftrode Whitlocke, one of

Cromwell's lords, a jman well known, who after the reftoration retiring to Chilton-

park, in Wilts, lived ftere in great retirement, and died at that place July 2S, 1675.
This feat afterwards belonged to the infamous lord chancellor Jeflreys, by whofe at-

tainder at the revolution it fell to the crown, and thence came by grant to William,

the firft carl of Portland, who came over from Holland with William III. and died here

1709. Thence puffing on through the fame agreeable valley v/e left Beaconsfield ftill

further on the left, made immortal by the birrh and refidence of Waller the poet, whofe

family now continue there in opulence, and by the prefent habitation of the celebrated.

Edmund Burke, at Gregories, another houfe once belonging to the Wallers.

On our right we left Cheneys, formerly the feat of a family of. that name, of very-

long continuance in this country, but afterwards the principal feat of the Ruflels, earls

of Bedford, when they hrfl had footing in thefe parts, at the time they were raifed to

the peerage, and an immenfe eftatc, of church-lands, in that harvefl of fortunes, the

diflolution of monafleries. It ftill belongs to the family (who feem never to have been
fquandcrers) though Woburne Abbey, in Bedfordfliirc, is now their chief feat.

Amerlham k an ancient market-town, which fent members to parliament, as early as

the reign of Edward I. Leland, in Henry Vlllth's time, calls it pretty, and fays, it then

confided of a ftreet well built with timber, and had a market on Friday. It had be-

longed to Stafford, duke of Buckingham, and on his attainder fell to the king, and in

this writer's time was granted to lord Ruflel ; the place cannot now bcafl either of

buildings or of populoufnefs. We flept at the Griffin, the befl houfe the place affords,

but of indifterent accommodations. The next morning we continued up the fame de-

lightful valley, and paffed Shardeloes, in this parilh, the feat of Mr. Drake. This
feat in 1431, belonged to Henry Brudenell, efq. anceltor to the earls of Cardigan, and
duke of Montague, &c. This, and the manor of Raans, in this parifli, tlicy continued

to poffefs for feveral generations, and were buried in a chapel appropriate to thefe

manors, of Amerfham-church
;

particularly as Leland mentions, Edmund Brudenell,

father of Sir Robert, chief juilice of the Common Pleas, 1520, and Drew Brudenell,

his elder brother. Sir Robert being a younger brother fettled at Dean, in North-
amptonfliire, the prefent feat of his defcendant lord Brudenell. The Drakes have been
fettled at Shardeloes for about 150 years at lead*. The old feat was a noble one, and
remarkable for its fine gardens. The prefent Mr. Drake has rebuilt it in a manner
much admired, but it does not feem to make a great figure from the road. The park
and grounds are beautiful ; the gentle fwells of rich verdure crowned with groups of
charming foliage, and the lawn falling gradually to the water's fide, form the moft
pidturefque affemblage one can well conceive. The channel of this water, which is well

formed by nature tor the purpofe, only wants properly cleanfing, to make the fcene

quite compleat. The borough of Amerfham belongs to Mr. Drake, who, and his

eldeft fon, are the prefent me\nbers ; the patronage of the reftory alfo belongs to him,
which is very valuable. I had almoft forgot to mention, that the parfonage-houfe ap-

pears advantageoully on the hill above the town, the prefent incumbent dodor John

• sir William Drake, of Shardeloes, was created a baronet July 17, 1641. The prefent family arc

collatei-ai to him. AvniS, Aigt. a Wy vcrn Gules, fame as ihofc of Alli. Co. Devon.

VOL. II. B B Drake,
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Drake, the worthy patron's third fon. About two miles onward on our right, we
left Chelham Boys, formerly the feat of the Cheneys, a very ancient family in this

county, of whom William was created by Charles II. in 1681, vifcount Newhaven of
Scotland. I think it is mentioned by lord Clarendon in his own life, that when Bennet,

one of the famous cabal in Charles lid's reign was to be created a peer, he was hefitating

what title to take, having no eftates nor any ancient alliances, on the name of which to

fix. At length he chofe the title of Cheney, as he thought it founded both pleafmg and
ancient ; however, before the patent was compleated, this matter came to the ear of
Mr, Cheney of Bucks. He ported to town, gained admittance to the peer eleft, and
remonlfrated with him in very warm terms, upon his intending to alTume a title with

which he had no connexion, at a time that another was living who was the repre-

fentative of that name, and had fome prctenfions to obtaining the title ; at firrt: he was
treated with contempt, but Mr. Bennet foon difcovered the confequence, and the fair

claims of the perfon whom he had thus treated, and then begged his pardon, gave up
the title, and fixed upon Harlington, the name of a fmall village where his father had
lived, in Middlefex, only leaving out the H, for the fake of a better found. The
Cheneys are now extinft. Behind Chefham is Latimers, formerly the fair feat of Sir

Edwyn Sandys, of the Worcefterfliire family, who married the heirefs of lord Sandys
of the Vine, in Hants ; in confequence of which his defcendants fucceeded to that

title, it being a barony in fee, dormant ever fince about 1700. It is now tiie feat of

lord George Cavendifh, brother to the duke of Devonfhire.

We continued flill in this pleafmg confined valley, whofe hills are fometinies

crowned with extenfive woods, particularly of beech. The foil abounds with chalk,

and all this country is called Chiltern, from the Saxon word chilt. Hence we pafTed

through Great Milfenden, where we faw the ruins of the abbey, (now only a farm-

houfe), founded, as Camden fays, by the Doillies, but according to others, by the

Miffendens, in 12^3, or perhaps not till 1335. It has lately been bought by Mr.
Oldham, the ironmonger, of Holborn.

About three miles on the left of this we had a view of Great Hainpden, the feat of the

Ilanipdens, a mod ancient family, by fome faid to be Saxon, and certainly a moll ex-

traordinary one. In the reign of Edvvard III. they were veiy opulent, though their

fortune is reported then to have received a great blow—For

" Triiig, Winjj;, and Ivcngo did go
" For Ibiking the Black Prince a blow."

In the lafl century this family made a very confpicuous figure, whether good or bad,

I leave for others to difcufs. They feem to have been unfortunate. Tiie patriot was

killed by the burfting of apiftol. His grandfon put an end to his own life. His fon in

the pofl of paymaficr, gamed with the public money in the South-Sea fcheme, and lofl;

no lefs than 95,000/. which fwallowed up all his eflate, except i ,iooL per annum, which

was fettled. lie died 8. P. His brother fucceeded, and dying, 1754, (the lafl of the

male line of his family,) bequeathed his name and eftate to the honourable Robert

Trevor, afterwards lord Trevor, created vifcount Hampden, whofe fon, the prefent

vifcount Hampden, was now down at this feat.

We next pafTed tlirough Wcndover, a fmall mean market town, which, however,

fends two members to parliament. Leland fpeaks of it as a pretty town in his time.

He feems, however, to be confcious of its dirt, for he fays, " there was a caufey made

to pals on, elfe it would be tedious travelling thro' the low fliif clay." It confifls

8 moflly
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moRIy now of mean cottages, fupportcd by the manual induflry of lace-making, the

principal manufaiSturc of this county. Lord Trevor is the lord of the manor, and Earl

Verncy chief owner. The hills here fwell into mountains, and the fmall coppices into

large woods, inclining callward into Bcdfordflnrc, and ibuth-wefl: to Berkfliire and Hants.

Under thefe hills, to the right, (lands Haulton houle, an old feat, lately belonging to the

laft Lord Le Defpencer, and now to his brother Sir John Dafliwood King,

Baronet.

We now defcended into the rich vale of Ailefliury, an extenfive champain country,

famous for fattening cattle, and not lefs fo for line arable. Ailefliury is a confiderable

market town, fituated on an eminence, which overlooks the furrounding fiat. In the

time of the Saxons this was a ftrong town, and a manor royal in that of William the

Conqueror, who difpofcd of feme of the lands, under the fingular tenure of finihngliiiu

Utter and Itraw for his bed chamber, whenever he lliould come that way, and to provide

him three eels in winter, and green geefe in i'ummer. This place owes much to the mu-
nificence of Lord Chief Judice Baldwin, who not only ereSed feveral public buildings,

but railed an excellent caufey three miles in length, where the roads were deep and trou-

blefome. By the marriage with his daughter and coheir, in the time of Henry VIIL
the manor came to the Packingtons. I'he market place has the appearance of an old

quadrangle of indifferent buildings ; but the town hall is an handfome modern flructure,

where the affizes, and other bufmefs of the county, are held. The fonn of the church
fhews evident marks of antiquity, being built in the fliape of a crofs, with a fmall fpire

rifmg out of a low tower. This town has the honour of giving title of Earl to Thomas
Bruce Brudenell, created Vifcount Bruce of Tottenham, Wilts, April 17th, 1746, aiid

Earl of Aileihury, Tune 8th, 1776.
On the left of Ailefbury ftands Eythrop, formerly belonging to the Dinhams, and

from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to the Dormers, Barons, and Earls of Caernarvon,
from whofe heirefs it came to the Stanhopes, and belonged to the late Sir William, bro-

ther to the lafl: Earl of Chefterfield. It belongs now, I believe, to the prefent Earl of
Chefterfield. Beyond this (lands upper Winchendon, formerly the feat of the
Goodwins, Knights, from whom by an heirefs it came to Philip Lord Whar-
ton, whofe fon, Thomas Marquis of Wharton, a man well known in Queen Anne's
reign, made it his chief refidence, and adonied it with noble and magnificent buildings

and gardens. I iuppofe it was fold or forfeited by his extravagant fon, the moll excen-
tric, and unaccountable, yet llrangely brilliant Philip, Duke of Wharton, whofe cha-
rafter Pope has delineated, with fuch a mafterly hand in his characters of men.

Near Aileitury alfo lies Chilton, famous for giving birth to that great lawyer. Sir

George Croke. This reverfend judge was defcended from an illullrious family called

Le Blount, who, during the contefts between the houfes of York and Lancafter,

taking the part of the latter, were forced to conceal themllves under the naine of Croke,
till the accefhon of Henry VII. which they never after dropped. His father. Sir John
Croke, was the/u-ft high Iheriff appointed by Queen Elizabeth, after this county was di«

vidtd from Bedtordihire. The judge, who was his third fon, was made judge of the
Common Pleas 22d of James, and on the death of that learned judge, Sir John Do-
deridge, he was advanced to his feat on the King's bench, 4th of Cha'rles. After having
filled this office with much credit, and much honor many years, he made a very hand-
fome petition to the King for his writ of eafe, which his Majelly granted in the moil: ho-
norable manner. Soon after this, he made an holy retreat to his houfe at Waterftoke,
in Oxfordfliire; where in full ailurance of Chrill, he cheerfully refigned up his foul to

him who gave it, on the 5th of February, 1641, and was buried in the chancel of that

B B 2 church.
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church, where an handfome monument jind infcription is erefted to his memory. Near
Chilton, is Wotton, the feat of the Grenvilles (now of Stowe) at leafl from the time of

Henry I.

Clofe on our left from Ailefbury, we pafled Ouarendon, the ancient refidence of the

Lees, afterv.-ards Earls of Lichfield, who tooktiicir fecond title from hence. They had

a park here, with fine orchards in Ltland's lime. As an inilance of the fertility of this

vale, it is affirmed, that not long fince, the pafture of Beryfield, part of the eftate of

Lord Robert Lee, in the manor of Ouarendon, let for 8oc/. a year ; and that the lord-

fliip of Creflow, confifting only of loo acres, is let for the fame. We proceeded foi'ward

through a dreary country and bad roads, leaving on our right. Wing, formerly a reli-

gious houfe, and then granted to the Dormers, one of thofe families who rofe by the

dilTolution of religious houfes, though they have almofl: ever fince continued papifts. It

came asEyihrop did, to Sir William Stanhope, who pulled down the feat here, which
was built by Inigo Jones. Hence we arrived at Winflow, which King Offa gave to the

monaflcry of St. Alban's, in a council held at Verulam, 794.
From this place we pafled on towards Buckingham, leaving on our left. Middle

Clayton, an houfe which the prefent Earl Verney (of an ancient family in this county),

built at an immenfe expence, there being a profufion of coftly carve work in it. Fur-

ther on is AdJington, once the feat of the Bufbys : and fomeway on our right lay

Whaddon Flail, the habitation, in -r-'-ly times of the Giffbrds, hereditary keepers of

Whaddon chafe; from whom it palfed to the Pigots, and they fold it to the Lords Grey
of Wilton, who lived before at Blechley, near adjoining. The laft Lord Grey forfeited

it in the reign of James L being one of Sir Walter Raleigh's fuppofed accomplices ; it

was then granted to the favourite Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, of whofe fon Dr.
Willis bought it, and from him it defcendcd to Browne Willis, the antiquarian. We
now proceeded through the fame unpleafant country to Buckingham. This fmall county

town is fituated partly low and partly on the fide of an hill, and almoft furrounded by
the river Oufe ; but the church, which is a fine ftone building, (lands on a confiderable

eminence, fo as to form an objeft from Stowe gardens. About ten years ago the old

church fell in, and this modern fabrick was ere£led for 7000/. on the fpot where ori-

ginally flood the caflle ; for we read, that King Edward the Elder, about 91 8, fortified

this town with a ra-mpire and turrets on both fides the river, againft the incurfions of the

Danes ; and on a great mount was built a ftrong calf le, formerly in the pofleffion of
Humphrey, Duke of Buckingham, but long fince deilroyed. Yet this place feems to

have been inconfidcrable at the conqueli, as in the reign ot Edward the Confeflbr, ac-

cording to Dooms-day book, it paid but for one hide, and had 26 burgefles. A fire in

1725, deilroyed great part of the town ; but this misfortune was not the caufe of ano-

ihcr phoenix rifing from its afhes ; the (treets and buildings are fiill irregular and bad.

A handfome town hall has inde<*d been finiflied about four years. The manufadure of

lace is yet flourifiiing, as well as at Ailefl)ury, &c. but Newport is the principal feat of

this art ; which I imagined would have been much injured by the patent frame work, at

Nottingham j Itill the notable and indufl:rious find a good fubfillence by it in thefe

,f)art6.

From the Cobhain Arms, where we had been well entertained, we proceeded fo vifit

Stowe, the noble ornament of this place, and county, mofily indebted to the tafte and
fpirit of the great Lord Cobham, and afterwards to the late Eaid Temple his nephew.
Stowe was formerly part of the pofieffions of Ofeney Abbey, and belonged to the bifliop

of that place, when Henry VIIL on the dilTolution, erefted the abbey into a cathedral

;

10 but
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but that capricious monarch foon changing his mind, removed the foundation to Chrift-

church ; and Stowe followed the fortune of the abbey, till Oueen Elizabeth, huvin;^

taken the eftates into her hands, on a vacancy of the fee of Oxford, granted this manor
and ellate in 1590, to John Temple, Lfqiiire*, a gentleman of a very ancient family^

feated at Temple-hall, in Leicellerliiire. A park of about 200 acres, was inclofed by
his defcendant, Sir Peter Temple ; whofe fon. Sir Richard, after the relloration, rebuilt

the manor houfe, and fettled 30/. a year on the vicarage ; which, in the hands of the

abbots, had been very poorly endowed. This gentleman's fon was created Baron Cob-
ham, 1714, by George I. and in 1718, Vilcount Cobham, with a collateral remainder

to his fecond filler Hefler, wife of Richard Grenville, Efq. of Wotton, in this county^

She, upon the death of Lord Cobham, S. P.
1 749, fucceeded to thefe titles, and was

created Countefs Temple a month after her brother's death. Hence this family of
Grenville, which had been of ancient (landing at Wotton, fucceeded to this manfion,
eflate and title. But this fcems to have been hard upon Lord Cobham's eldeft filler

Mary, who was cut off" from her hopes at leafl, ifnot her right, for having married, without

confent his Lordfhip's chaplain. Dr. Weft, whofe birth could be no difgrace to fuch an
alliance, as he was a defcendant of the noble family of Delawar. Nor was the iflue of

this match lefs confpicuous by perfonal powers and accompHfhments, than by birth.

Every body has heard of the able and the amiable poet, Gilbert Weft, of whom Dr.
Johnibn fays, " that a ftroke of the palfy, in 1755, brought to the grave one of the i's\r

poets, to whom the grave might be without its terrors."! Lord Cobham was the perfoii

who laid out the lawns, who planted the groves, and erefted the buildings. He feems

to have cafed over the houfe, which his father built, and to have added the corridores,

and the wings, foas to form the North-Weft, fwhich is now) the old front. The grounds
were then laid out with that regularity, which was, at that time, wonderfully admix-ed.

The buildings were moft of them feen together ; and as art was the charatfterillic of

the gardens of thofe times, Stowe was then the delight of the age. Hence a prejudice

has gone abroad, that it is formal and old faftiioned ; but this is ill founded. Stowe has

altered with the times. And thefe grounds have undergone the reforming hand of
Browne, the great genius of modern gardening, who was firft brought up in the fervice

of this family. Under his nurturing care the woods have grown (and are every day
growing) to conceal and foften the buildings. And as to architecture, Wyatt, the

genius of the prefent days, has added, at the expence of the late Earl Temple, anew
front to the fouth eaft, with a fupcrb fuite of apartments, in a ftile of beauty and ma"--

nificence, that can fcarcely be equalled in the kingdom.

Our approach to the large Corinthian arch, lituated on an eminence about half a mile
from the houfe, gave us a full view of the garden front, or new facade finiflied by
Wyatt. We could here only admire this majeftic pile, and its verdant furroundino^

beauties without being able to infpecl them minutely. The garden gates were now
opened to us, and we walked the whole extent, near 400 acres, amidft groves and tern-

pies, and meandring ffreams, that feemed like the vifionary enchantments created by
the fancy of poets. " Though fome of the buildings (fays Walpole) particularly thole

* The Peerages fay that Peter Temple, tlie father of this John, was the firft who fettled at Stowe, and
this is afL'vted upon the pifture of Peter Temple, as printed in the Guides; ])er!iaps, he mi^ht Icafe it from
the Crown. Tlieaccount in the text is taken ("mm Willis's Hillory of the liundied of Buckingham, the
beft authority. Upon the death of Vifcouui Cobham S. P. the title of Baronet went to a dillanl coliaitral

branch, who now enjoy it.

•f-
Admiral Welt w:is another fon, who married a daughter of Admiral Balchen. His widow and one ff

liisfons, a captain in the navy, and the widow and iilue of another fon, are jiow living in Londo.T.

of
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of Vaiibrugh and Gibbs, are far from beautiful, yet the rich landfcapes occafioned by
the muhipliclty of temples and obeliiks, and the various piftures that prefent themfelvcs

«is we fliift our fituation, occafion furprize and pleafure, fometimes recalling Albano's

landfcapes to our mind, and oftener to our fancy the idolatrous, and luxurious vales of

Daphne and Tempe. It is jufl: to add, that the improvements made by lord Temple
have profited of the prefent perfeft Ityle of architecture and gardening. The temple of

Concord and ViSory prefiding over lb noble a valley, the great arch defigned by Mr. T.

Pitt, and a fmaller in honour of Princefs Amelia, difclofnig a wonderfully beautiful per-

fpeclive over the Elyfian fields to the Falladian bridge, and up to the caftle on the hill,

are monuments of tafte, and fcenes, that I much queftion if Tempe or Daphne exhi-

bited."

Having viewed the principal * objefts and external beauties of this delightful place, in

a round of between three and four hundred acres, we now approached the new front, and

proceeded to infpcd its internal grandeur and decorations. A flight of 31 Iteps, de-

figned in a maflerly manner, leads up to the grand portico of fix Corinthian pillars, the

pediment is plain and handfome, and the whole of the centre building of exquifite work-

inanfliip, wrought with various medallions and effigies. The pavillions too are no lefs

confpicuous in beauty and ornament. In the recefles of the Loggia, we obferved two

very fine antiques, a Cybele and a Juno in white marble, the drapery exceedingly beau-

tiful. We now entered the faloon, a molt elegant oval, lighted by a central dome. Its

dimenfions are 60 by 43, and 56. The ceiling is divided into a multiplicity of highly

decorated compartments. Ihe cornice is of ttie Doric order; above is a magnificent

alto-relievo, defigned and executed by Signior Valdre, an artift brought here by the Mar-
tjiiis. 'ihe cornice is fupported by 16 columns in Scaiola, reprefenting Sicilian jafper,

by Signer Bartoli, the lufire of which appears at prefent fuperior to real marble. The
pavement is of fine Malfa Carrara marble, cut in four feet fquares. I'his noble room
is intended to be illuminated with fixteen magnificent cryftal lights, kc, which when quite

complete will be mofl: fuperb. The hall defigned and painted by Kent, is in the old

part, and the grand entrance of the north-well front. Its dimenfions are 36 by 22 and

26. The ceiling is adorned with a curious allegorical painting, in allufion to King Wil-

liam's gift of a regiment to Lord Cobham, at his entrance into the army. The other

principal ornaments round the walls are eight antique marble bulls. On each fide the

Hall are old apartments of drefiing and bed rooms, full of pictures, but not now flievvn.

Thefe apartments lead to the circular Corridores, each of 27 Ionic columns, &c. We
next vifited the chapel, which is fmall and inadequate to fo noble a place. The cedar

vainflcoat, and a copy of the Holy Lamb, by Rubens, are the only things worth men-
tioning. Adjacent to this we faw the intended library, a room of confiderable fize, 45
by 25 and 20, at prefent little more than a fliell, but when finifhed, it no doubt will be

worthy notice; from hence we were conduced to the Marchionefs's drcfFing room, 32
bv 26 and 19, neatly furnilhcd with white damafk, befides a confiderable colledion of

paintings by various maflers, fome of which are undoubted originals, particularly the

portraits of the Proteftor-Duke of Somcrfct, and Lord Admiral Thomas Seymour, his

brother, faid to be the only one extant. AVe find feveral of her Ladylliip's own ad-

* I had carefully tranfcribcd mod of llie infciiptions th;it adorn tlicfe numerous buildings, with an inten-

tion to iiifcrt tlum, particulaily thofe over the luills on tlic Temple of Britifli Wortlu'es, as being well writ-

ten and woith prefc'ving J but I concluded lince that tlicy iiic fiiflicientjy known from the G\iideS which

have been publifhed, and i alfo found more origiiial matter afterwards crowd upon my pen, than one vo-

lume could eafily contain.

mirable
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inlrablc performances ; that of Mrs. Siddons, in the charafter of the Tragic mufe fup-

ported by pity and horror, is very (Iriking ; the original, by Sir Jofliua Reynolds, I faw

in the royal exhibition, and thinlv this a mofl excellent copy. On the frame is the fol-

lowing infcription from Shakefpear's Henry V.

Oh ! for a mufc of fire tliat would afceiid

The bilghtell heaven of invention.

The Grenville room, 32 by 26 and 19, green damaik, hung with a numerous colledion

of portraits of the Temple and Grenville families. Peter Temple, Anno 1560, John

Temple, his fon, founder of Stowe, Sir Thomas Temple, Bart. Heller Sandys of Lati-

mer, in Bucks, his wife, who from four fons, and nine daughters, lived to fee 700
defcendants*. After a long feries, feveral of which are by Cornelius Janfen, we come
to Sir Richard, father of lord Cobham ; lord Vifcount Cobham, by Vanloo ; Mary,
filler to lord Cobham, wife toDr. Wefl, and afterwards of Sir James Langham; the

portraits of Richard Grenville and his wife Heller, the latter, by Sir Godfrey Kneller
;

Richard, Earl Temple; right honourable George Grenville, fecond fon, who was father

to the Marquis of Buckingham ; the honourable Thomas Grenville, captain of the De-
fiance, 64 guns, who was killed in defence of his country. May 3d, 1747.
The billiard room, 29 and 26, and 19, hung with fine tapeflry from drawings of

Teniers. Here are a few portraits ; the principal one of the Marquis de Vieuville, am-
baftador to Charles I. by Vandyke. A table of Giallo Antique. Chimney piece of

Scaiola, made at Rome. Adjacent to this is an excellent dining room, 42 by 25, and

1 9. The paintings, not numerous, are Chrifl rifmg from the tomb, by Tintoretto ; a

very fine piece of Sampfon in the prifon at Gaza, but this not certain, fome call it an

Italian ftory, by Rembrandt ; four converfation pieces, by Francefco Cippo ; a view of

the Tiber above Rome, unknown ; a curious marble chefl found on the road to Ti-

voli, and brought from Rome by the Marquis. Next, a drawing room, 31 by 25
and 19, beautiful tapellry of Dutch defigns, from Teniers. Over the chimney, a cu-

rious head of St. Peter in mofaic, finlfhed fo deceitfully, that the bell judges can fcarce

tell how it is wrought ; fome beheve it paint, others, tapellry, &c. The mufic room,
very magnificent, 50 by 32 and 22. At each end are Scaiola pillars ; a profufion of

gilt, and other ornaments executed by Signor Valdrc, wich infinite tafle and genius.

The general idea of his pencil on the walls, is taken from the Loggia of Raphael at

Rome. The ceiling reprefents, in beautiful colours, the dance of the Hours, the Sea-

fons, and Aurora round the Sun, which forms the centre ; Night retiring in her gloomy
mantle under a cloud. The chimney piece is Roman ; the tables of fine Verde Antique.

The effefl: of the whole is uncommonly flriking and fuperb. We now paffed through

the faloon to the Hate apartments. The drawing room of the fame dimenfions as the lafl

defcribed. Furniture orange damafl<. Among the principal paintings are; Hagar
and Ifhmael, by Pietro de Cortona ; the Prodigal Son, by Guercino ; Mofes burying

the Egyptian, by Poullin ; two landfcapes, by the fame ; the burial of Chrifl, by
Baflan ; a fine landfcape, by Teniers ; a knight of the Bath, by Vandyke ; Holy
Family, by Rubens ; and an admirable picture of Venus, by Titian ; which was brought

from the coUeftion of Gavin Hamilton, at Rome. The Italian chimney-piece, glaffes,

and other furniture and ornaments, are rich and beautiful. The Hate gallery, 70 by

25 and 22, difplays an equal fhare of magnificence and fplendor; chimney pieces of

• Fuller's Worthies.

Sienna
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Sienna marble ; two fine marble tables of Nero Antique, tb.e ceiling nmch gilt and paint-

ed; and the walls hung with curious tapeflry, reprefenting the Triumphs of Ceres, Bac-

chus, Venus, Mars, and Diana. Here are alfo tour emblematical paintings in Clare-ob-

I'cure. The chairs, window-curtains, &c. are of blue filk damaOc. The itate drelTmg

rconi contains a good portrait of the late field Marflial, Vifcount Cobham,by Sir God-

frey Kneller ; two fine pictures of a Burgo-mafter and his wife. Van horft ; and a head

unknown, by C. Janfen. The ftate bed room, is 50 by 35 and 18, hung with crimfon

damafiC, and richly gilt and carved. The clofets are highly ornamented and contain,

amongfl other piftures, a St. Francis, by Corregio ; offering of the Magi, by Paul Ve-

ronefe ; a candle light piece, by Schalkcn ; and a valuable pidture of La Belle Ferro-

niere, miftrefs to Francis 1. of France, by Leonardi da Vinci.

From hence we proceeded through Middleton Stoney in our way to Woodftock.

The country hereabouts is very uninterefling, and the roads intolerably bad. About

four miles from Middleton, we faw on our left a handfome built houfe, encircled in fine

groves, the feat of Mr. Farmer, and called Terfmore. From this fmail place where we
dined, the evening grew dark and the objects around became obfcured, however we had

time to obferve about four miles beyond Middleton, the feat and park of Lord Jerfey,

nnd three miles farther, on our left Kirtlington-houfe, fituated in an extenfive park, the

feat of Sir Henry Watkin Dafliwood, Bart. From hence we found the road very intri-

cate, and after many difficulties, gladly arrived at the Bear Inn, Woodllock. This fmall

town has a neat church, newly finiflied with an elegant ftone tower ; the houfes are

mofllv of the fame materials, and inns excellent. The inhabitants are much employed

in the glove and tteel bufinefs, the latter of which is here brought to the higheft perfec-

tion, by a brilliancy of polifh peculiar to this place, which owes its original to an inge-

nious watch-maker, who firft eftabliflied it here about feventy years ago. Woodftock

park feems to have been a royal feat, ever fince the days of King Alfred, who is faidto

have tranfiated Boethius de Confolatione Philofophia: here. King Etheldred held an af-

fembly of the ftates, and enacted feveral laws here. Henry I. was fond of this palace,

to which he made additions, and enclofed the park, faid to laave been the firfl in England

with a {lone wall. But Doomfday book proves parks to have exifted at the time of its

compilation. It is probable therefore this was the fii-ft time, fuch a mode of cnclofure

was ufed. Henry II. had his chief refidence here, and built his miftrefs, the fair Rofa-

mond, an houfe inthe park, and to fecure her from thejealoufy of his Queen, encom-

pafled it with a labyrinth fo intricate, that none might find her, * except fuch as had

received the clue from her. Yet even in Camden's time there were no remains of the

labyrinth. At this palace Edmund, fecond fon of Edward I. (afterwards Earl of Kent).

and Thomas 3d fon of Edward III. (created duke of Glouceltcr) were both born, and

both were thence furnamed of Wooddock. Here the Princefs Elizabeth, afterwards

Queen, was fome time kept a prifoner, and not in the bed apartments. She was brought

from the tower hither under the conduft of Sir Henry Bedmgfield. As flie palled, the

people rejoiced and the bells rung ; but this fo difpleafed her keeper, that he put the

ringers in the flocks. This railed fuch fufpicions in the Princefs, that Ilie laid to her

* Yet iliis rttteat is fal'l not to have availed her. The Queen difcovcred it and ufed her fo harflily, flic

id iKit lonjr fnivlvc it. S!ic had a hue toiub at Godftow, a village near O.xfovd, before tlic diffbliition of
l.'.t KT,t,,.,..t-.- . Willi tin's iiy^fl-MifTon.that NuiiDcry; vriLh this iukription.

Hac ja et in tiimba rofa niundi, non rofa munda,

Non redolet, fed olct, quae redolere folct.—

friends,
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friends, "As a (heep to the (laughter, fo am 1 led." She was kept under a guard of

foldiers night and day ; and a fire happening between the floor of her clianiher, and tlie

ceiling of the room below, (lulpccted purpofely) flic Iiad infallibly perilhed, had not

fomebody pulled up the boards and quenched the flames. Here one day looking pen-

iively through her prifon-window, flie obferved a maid in the park milking a cow, and
merrily fmging over her pail, whereupon flie exclaimed, " that liberty and fearlefsnel's

were more valuable than all the grealnefs in the world, and wifhed that fiie were rather

that milk-maid than a Princefs." From henceforth this palace continued in the crown,
and Fuller in his Worthies (publiilied lince the reitoraiion) calls it a fair building.

However it was then in its wane, and by a print of it in Queen Elizabeth's progreffes

from a drawing in the beginning of this century, it appears there were at that time but

inconfiderable remains. Afterwards Oueen Anne, with the concurrence of Pai-liament,

granted all the inteiefl of the crown in the honor and manor of Woodllock, and hun-
dred of Wotton to John, Duke of Marlborough and his heirs, as a reward of his eminent
and unparalleled fervices in gaining, by his courage and conducl:, divers vidories over the

French and Bavarian army at ShcUenbcrge, and other places ; but more efpecially at

Blenheim, by which the Frontiers of Holland were fecured, and England and the Em-
pire refcued from immediate ruin.

The new palace of Blenheim, which is not only the boalt and ornament of this place,

but the whole kingdom at large, is a vaft and magnificent pile, raifed at the public ex-

penditure of 7oo,cool. You enter the park through a fpacious Corimhian arch, at

about 100 yards from which is the moft beautiful view of the whole; the heavinefs of
the buildings is here greatly diminifhed by a fide view, and the immenfe expanfe of water,

Rialto Bridge, its deeply fwelling banks, park, kc. are feen in all poflible variety of
order, as the genius of the immortal Bi'own could beft dictate. Vanbrugh was the ar-

chiteft, whofe buildings are in general ponderoufly heavy, and by fome efteemed monu-
ments of the vilefl talle. However this may be critically juft, we cannot but obferve

this princely fabric with fublime veneration. The front is about 348 feet in extent, and
highly ornamented. The common entrance at the eafl gate, over which is a refervoir

of 500 hogfheads of water to fupply the houfe, led us into the firfl quadrangle of offices,

from whence we proceeded into the area, and through the fuperb portico to the hall
;

this moft magnificent room is 67 feet high, 60 long, and of a proportionable breadth.

The ceiling is painted- by Sir James Thornhill, and reprefents victory crowning the great
Duke, and pointing to the battle of Blenheim. Saloon is 60 high, by about ^o and 4c;
here is a great difplay of magnificence, the lower part lined with marble, the walls de-

picted by La Guerre, reprefenting different nations in their various habits. The ceiling

he has adorned w ith another emblematic compliment to the noble Duke. Right of the
faloon, is the ftate drawing room, excellent fize, and hung with tapeftry, reprefenting

fome of the Duke's battles. Principal paintings ; the adoration of the Shepherds, and
the offering of the Magi, by Lucca Giordano ; a Madona and child, and holy family, by
Nic. Pouilin : alfo a mafterly pitture, by Rubens, of Meleager and Atlanta; a portrait of
the Duchefs, by Romney. Another drawing room, with more fine tapeftr)' of the
Duke's march to, and fiege of, Bocatoch. Three old paintings by Genoefe, 5cc. and a
portrait of the prefent Duke, by Romney. State bed-chamber ; over the doors, two
pieces of ftill-life, by Malteze ; a portrait of Edward 6th, by Holbein ; but the moit ca-

pital, is Seneca bleeding to.death, by Lucca Giordano ; this is much Ids, and the fir>ures

not fo numerous, or fine as that at Burleigh. After pafhng this inferior fuite of apart-
ments, we were next fuddenly furprizcd with the moft magnilicent library, 1 83 feet by
32 and 40 ; this was originally a gallery for paintings, and ftill coutaius many good por-

VOL. II. c c traits.
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traits, moflly of the family; tlie marble workmanfliip is higiily fiiiifhcd, and the flue-

coed ceiling of tlie richcll defigns. At one end is a fuperb fiatue of Queen Anne, by

Ryfbrack. The late Duke furniflied it with lord Sunderland, his father's noble collec-

tion of books, which confifts of 24,000 volumes, allowed to be the bed private collec-

lion in England. From thefe windov.s you have a charming profpccl of the winding

fwells to the water, and of the groves on the oppofite hill. Hence we were condudfed

to the chapel in one of the wings, which is very handl'ome, fpacious, and lofty. The
monument to the memory of the old Duke and Duchefs, is a mod fuperb piece of fculp-

ture, by Ryfbrack ; they are reprcfentcd with their two fons who died young, as fup-

ported by Fame and Hiftory. The altar piece is our Saviour taken from the crofs, by Jor-

dacns of Antwerp. Returning to the faloon, we next entered the dining room, of mo-

derate dimenfions ; the principal paintings are a capital landfcapc, by Claud Lorrain
;

Lot and his two daughters, Venus and Adonis, both prefents from the Emperor, by Ru-

bens ; a capital piece of cattle and figures, by Caftiglione
;

portrait of Queen Anne,

whilll Princefs of Denmark, by Sir Godfrey Kneller ; a group of the Duke and Duchefs,

and children, by Sir Jofliua Reynolds. Winter drawing room ; Goblins tapeltry re-

prefenting the Cardinal Virtues. An excellent portrait of Mary, Duchefs of Richmond,

by Vandyke ; lord Strafford and his fecretar\', by the fame ; this is fmiilar to one I have

feen at Wentworth houfe in Yorklhire, but infinitely inferior, it cannot i'urelybc difputed

which is the original. Mr. Walpole efteems th3.t the chef d'auvre of Vandyke; and

fays, " I can forgive him any infipid portraits of perhaps infipid people, when he fliowed

himfelf capable of conceiving and tranfmitting the idea of the grcatelt man of the age."

Two of King Charles's beauties, Mrs. Killigrew and Morton, by ditto. Blue drelling

room : this contains a confiderable colleftion of good paintings. The principal in the

upper row, Ifaac bleffing Jacob, and the woman taken in adultery, by Rembrandt ; Ca-

therine de Medicis, by Rubens ; Time clipping Cupid's wings, by Vandyke ; our Sa-

viour and St. John, by Carlo Dolce ; an Aitronomer and his family, by I)obfon
;

por-

trait of WiUiam, Marquis of Blandford, by Sir Godfrey Kneller. Under row: our Sa-

viour and the Virgin in the clouds, and an holy family, by Hannibal and Ludovico Car-

racoi ; a Dutch family, by Oftade ; two landfcapes, by Gafpar * Pouffin ; two more by

Vander Neer and Woovennans ; I^orothy Countefs of Sunderland, by Vandyke.

Summer drawing room, or grand cabinet, richly decorated with pictures. Here are

repofited the greatefl. efforts of the pencil of Rubens. The Roman charity ; the offer-

ing of the Magi ; the tlight into Egypt ; Andromeda chained to the rock ; Lot's depar-

ture out of Sodom ; the portrait of Paracelfus, and his own head &c. &c.; a fine Mag-
dalen, by Carlo Dolce ; a holy family, by Ludovico Carracci ; our Saviour blefling the

children, clleemed capital, by Vandvke ; Pope Gregory, and a female Martyr holding

a palm branch, by Titian ; Raphael's miftrefs, Dorothea, by himfelf.

Thus gratified with infpefting this internal magnificence, we departed without being

able to fee niuch ot the external beauties of the park and pleafure grounds ; which in

fine weather atibrd infinite pleafure, but a torrent of fhowers deprived us of this further

enjoyment. The former is 1 1 miles round, and contains 2,500 acres, with 2000 head

of deer; the water of 250 acres, and its fine fwelling banks were difpofed by the great

• " The Diicliefs of Marlborough gave any pi ice for liis pliflures ; they arc the firft ornaments of Blen-

heim, but have I'uffcrcd by ncgleft, tht re iire fixteen pieces by this mailer, the bcft. are his own portrait, witli

Lis wife and chili), the offering of the Magi, and the Roman charity."f

Walpule's Anecdotes of Paintcrc, vol. 2d p. H4t

»3 Mr.
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Mr. Browne. The fpan of the arch of the Rialto bridge Is loi feet, but this extenfive

appearance is much obfcured by the fuUnefs of the water. On the vafl obeliik, which

is 1 30 feet high, the grant of the crown, and fervices of the Duke, are fully difplayed by

a long infcription written by Dr. Hare, who had been his Grace's chaplain, and was af-

terwards Biihop of Chichefter.

Woodflock is among the places which contend for the honor of the birth of Chaucer.

Of his refidence here, in a fquare Hone houfe, near the park gate, there is no doubt.

This great genius, the father of Englifh poetry, was born (mofl: probably of honorabh;

parents, though this is not certain) in 1328, 2. of Edward III. He was educated both

at Cambridge and Oxford, and then ftudied the law in the middle temple, thence hs

went to court, and became the King's Page, and was taken under the patronage of John

of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, whofe intereft he never after forfook. Indeed a cloi'er

tie afterwards took place ; he married about 1360 Philippa, fifter of Catherine Swin-

ford, firfl the mifirefs and afterwards the wife of his patron ; and the anceftrefs from

whom Henry VII. derived his title to the crown. During the greater part of his life

he enjoved many rich and honorable employments, and his income is faid to have been

at onetime I cool. /i^rrtwiww. a large eftate in thofe days. He refided much, particu-

larly while the court was here, at this fpot. When difengaged from public bufmefs his

time was entirely fpent in ftudying and walking. The park here was the fcene of his

moft favorite wanderings, and many of the rural defcriptions in his poems are taken

from hence.* In the poem called the Cuckowe t and Nightingale, the defcription of

the morning walk is exaftly what may be traced from his houfe, through part of the

park, and down by the brook into the vale under Blenheim houfe, as certainly as we

may affert that Maples inftead of Phyllereas were the ornaments round the bower, which

place he likewife defcribes in his dream, as a white caflle Handing upon an hill, the fcene

in that poem being laid in Woodftock park. Thus has the country hereabouts be-

come confecrated in his poems, and to all who feel the genuine force of poetry, a

clallick ground. About two years before him, died his kind patron the Duke of Lan-

cafter, and this fo deeply aftecled him, that he could no longer bear this place, the fcene

of his former happinefs, but retired to Dunnington caftle § by Newbury, in Berkftiire ;

in the folitude of which fweet retreat he indulged his contemplations, till October 25,

1400 ; when, at the age of 72, he departed quietly to his grave. Sir Thomas Chau-

cer, Knt. his fon and heir, was Speaker of the Houfe of Commons in the reign of Henry
IV. and in many other honourable offices, and left a daughter, and heir Alice, who
carried the caftle of Dunnington, Ewelme Palace (by Benfon) in this county, and other

large eftates to William De la Pole, Earl, and afterwards Duke of Suffolk, whofe fon,

by mixing with the blood royal, was the real author of the deftruftion of the family in

tile perfon of the grandfon, beheaded by Henry VIII. 1513. The eflates were for-

feited to the Crown. Ewelme became a palace to our Kings. Moft of the reft were

granted to Charles Brandon, created Duke of Suffolk.

* See Chaucer's Life in the Blogiaphia, and other books.

t Ver. 51. 85,

J
Dunnington Caftle lies half a mile to the right of Spinhaniland. In the park was an old oak, called

Chaucer's uak, under which he is fiiid to have conipof;d many of his poems. Here altcrwards tlic gallaiiC

Chailts Brandon, Dnke of Suffolk, (the favorite of Henry \ III. who manied that h.uighty monarch's

youngeft filter,) much reiidcd. In the rebellion it was agatrifon for Charles I. under the valiant sir John

Boys. Tlic King lay here one night. At prefcnt there is remaining only a battered gateway with tivo

towers, and fome Imall part of the fcaltered walls, choked with brambles, and overrun ^'hh ivy.

c c 2 In
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In the evening we proceeded to Oxford, that fucred feat of the Mufes ; the antiquity

and particuhirs of which I fliall not here pretend to defcribe ; the two Univcrfities are

places fo well known, and lb full of matter for contemplation and dcfcription, that

nothing lefs than a feparate work can give an account adequate to their refpedive

merits. I fliall therefore pafs this place over in filent veneration, and only infert a few
common oblervations on rectnt improvements in that noble city, and its neighbouring
beauties. Befides the wonderful improvements that have been made, within a few
years, by widening the ilreets, paving, &c. the new county goal does great credit to

the fpirit of the place, and when finiflied v\ ill be one of the Itrongefl: and bed in the

kingdom. Its fituation is adjacent to the old caftle, and encompafled by a mafly ffone

wall, which we enter at a large tower and gate-way, over which is to be the platform

for executions. In the centre of this fpacious area, ftands the governor's houfe,

whence he can overlook the whole of the buildings under his care, The principal one
for felons is divided into 60 cells, eight feet by feven, as Itrong as iron and Itone can
make them. The two lefler bridewells contain 20 each, and are almofl; finiflied. The
old caftle is to remain as it was, fo that the whole group which is of that flyle of archi-

tefture, will have a noble appearance. There is alfo a city prifon now building upon
the fame plan.

As Nuneham, the feat of the earl of Harcourt, is a place fo generally fiuned, we
could not omit vifiting it. This eilate formerly belonged to the Courtnays of Uevon-
fliire, and is called to this day Nuneham Courtnay. After palling through feveral'

hands, it was fold in Oliver Cromwell's time, to John Robinfon, of London, mer-
chant, (anceffor to Sir George Robinfon, bart.) from whofe family it came by an
heirefs to David Earl of Wemys ; of whom it was purchafed in 1 7 1 o, by Simon, firfl

lord Ilarcourt, lord high chancellor of England. He was fon and heir of Sir Philip

Harcourt, knt. (member for Oxfordfliire, i68i)feated at Stanton Harcourt in this

county, (a manfion now fold, but fHll the burial place of the family) where his an-

ceftors had refided ever fince they married the heirefs of Richard de Camville, in the

reign of Richard I. who brought them this feat. They have been very famous here
;

one of them a knight of the garter ; have married nobly ; and have never been beneath
the degree of knighthood.* The prefent houfe at Nuneham was built by the late earl.

It is fituated about fix miles from Oxford, and half a one from the Henley road, on
the fide of a rich hill, and encompafled with an extenfive park well wooded, the foftly

flowing Ifis meandring at a proper diftance in the meadows below, A fvveeter fituation

could I'carce be found for fuch a piece of architeOure, nor a fpot fo much endowed by
nature, or as well laid out by Brown ;

" here are fcenes worthy of the bold pencil of

Rubens, or to be fubjeds for the tranquil funfliines of Claud Lorrain."! The common
approach gives an idea of nothing more than a fmall plain gentleman's feat, and the

inlj^eclion of the firft apartments confirms this imprefllon, but we were afterwards

plcafingly deceived. The furniture is moflly elegant, and the rooms adorned with

many capital paintings. Paifmg through the hall, which is flrongly arched as a fecu-

rity againft fire, in which are fome antique flatues, we afcended the circular geome-
trical flair-cafe, and entered a finall room called the faloon, in which are feveral good
paintings, Sufanna and the elders, by Hannibal Carracci ; the Nativity, by Pietro da
Pietri ; feveral portraits, by Vandyke ; two Beggar Boys, by Murillio. Anti-chamber,
fmall, but ornamented with tolerable pictures. From hence, by a narrow circular

• Tlie mother of lord chancellor Ilarcourt was Anne, daughter of Sir William Waller (the parliament

general) of Olleiley park, bcfoic dcfciihcd.

f VValpolc's Anecdotes of Painters, vol. 2d. p. 145.

pafTage
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pafTage to the library, which is adorned In a pleafing ftyle with heads of the poets, Sec.

Rowe and Pope, by Kneller; Philips, by Ryley ; Prior, by old Dahl ; Shakefpear,

Rouflfcau, Boauniont, Addifon, Maron,_8ir Walter Raleigh, Horace Walpole, Sir

Ifeac Newton, Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. Siddons, &c. Dining-room, very handlbnici

its dinienfions 33 by 24 and 18. Here are fome excellent paintings ; the principal,

Hlyffcs and Naufica, by Salvator Rofa ; a large landfcape with figures and cattle, very

beautiful, by Cuvp; four ruins ofRome, by Parolo Panini ; dead game and dogs, by

Snyders ; two fruit pieces, by Michael Angelo Campidoglio ; landfcapes by G. Poullin

and Ruyfdaal, Octagon drawing-room, 30 by 24 and 18, and fuperbly furninicd and

gilt, &c. with no inconfiderable Ihare of pictures; two Madonas, by Guido and Bar-

rocci, botli efleemed beautiful ; Chrill crowned with thorns, by Veronefe ; St. John

preaching in the wildernefs, by /\,lbano ; Mofes fweetning the waters of Meribah,.

highly coloured, by Nicolo Pouilia ; landfcape by Gafpar Poullin, &c. Great draw-

ing-i'oom, 49 by 24 and 18, St. Margaret, whole length, and highly preferved, by

Titian ; from the colleftion of Charles I. Four noble landfcapes, the fubject hunting

the boar, Italian Banditti, Diana and nymphs, and other figures, (fome of them by

Teniers,) by VanArtois; two lefler beautiful ones, by Gafpar Poullin, and figures by

Nicole ; a charming Cuyp ; a moon-light on the water, very perfecl, by Vander

Neer; a landfcape by Claud Lorrain ; a beautiful landfcape, a cart overturning in a

rocky country, by moonlight, by Rubens; this is well known by Bolfwaert's prints;^

An entertainment on the Texel with Englifh and Dutch yatchts, an admired Van-

dervelde, lefler landfcapes, by Wootton, &c. Another circular paiTage led us to the

ftate bed-room, hung with velvet, and many valuable old family portraits ; alfo the

King and Queen, by Gainihorough. Two dreffing rooms full of various paintings.

Amongfi: the reft, a portrait of Giles Bruges, third lord Chandos (who died 1594',

the drefs remarkable, apparently Spanifh, the cloke of black velvet, with filvcr orna-

ments.

We now walked to view the external beauties of the place, which mufl excite pecu-

liar admiration in the mind of every beholder; the park is about fix miles round, and

the pleafure grounds, including the garden, contain near 60 acres. Afcending the

hill towards the church, you have an exquifite view to Abingdon, and other parts of

Berkfliire. The grand fweep of woods, aiad the ri\er Ifis are charming features in this

fcene. Beyond the chapel, the profpeft breaks ftill more enchantingly through a viiia

to the north, up the Ifis to the ftately towers of Oxford " bofomed high in tufted trees."

Such was our view from the windows of the houfe, but here the tore-ground gives

great grandeur and boldnefs. In front of this avenue ftands the peculiarly formed

church of fine ftone, in imitation of a Roman temple ; this was erefted by a late lord,

founder of the houfe, 1 764. In front are fix large pillars fupporting a plain pediment,

and from the top riles a lofty dome. The infide is extremely neat ; over the parilli

door are names of thofe who have gained the annual prize of merit, from an inftitution

made by his lordfhip feven years ago. This is determined by the votes of the parifli-

ioners in favour of the moft fober and honell candidate. A very laudable inftitution,

and worthy of unlverfal imitation. Over the altar is a painting of the good Samaritan,

by Mafon, the poet. In the garden is an excellent confervatory, open in fummer,

* " The noblcft and largeft landfcape of Rubens, is in the royal coUcftion. It exhibits an almoft bird's

eye view of an exienfive country, with luch mallerly clearnefs and intelligence, as to contain in itfelt alo:ie

a ichool for painters of landfcape."f

f Walpoles's Anecdotes, vol. zd. p. 145 and 6,

8 and



igS SHAw's TOUR TO

and covered in tlie winter feafon. On the margin of the walks are placed various

buildings and buds, infcribed with vcrfes from many of our favourite poets, but too

numerous to be inferted in this defcription. I fhall only obferve, in the words of
Milton,

" Here uiiivcrfal Pan,
" Knit with tilt GiMces, and tlic hours in dance,
" Leads on th' eternal fpring."

Infinitely delighted with this excurfion, we returned by the village of Nuneham,
which confifts of about twenty neat houfes, at equal di (lances on the road ; thefe are

divided into two feparate dwellings, fo that forty families may here, by this liberal

alFiftance of his lordfliip, enjoy the comforts of induftry under a wholefome roof, who
otherwife might have been doomed tn linger out their days in the filthy hut of poverty.
As we approached the Univerfity, its towers and richly fhaded groves again won our
admiration and aflonilhment. From this road the effed of the w^hole is indifputably

the moft ftriking, and may challenge the univerfe to (hew its equal.

" See ! Oxford h'fts her head fubh'me,
" Majeftie in the mofs of time

;

" Nor wants there Gncia's better part,
" 'Mid the proud piles of ancient art ;

" Nor decent Doric to difpenfe
" New charms 'mid old magnificence ;

" And here and there foft Corinth weaves
" Her dcedal coronet of leaves ;

" While as with rival pride, her towers invade the flcy."*

Augufl 31. After a night of much rain; we croffed the river into Berkfliire, to

viiit the adjacent market town of Abingdon. The intermediate hills are very beautiful

and aiford feveral pleafing views. Thofe noble fons of the forell;, the widely fpreading

oaks, form an agreeable fliade of confiderable length ; at the further extremity, as we
began to defcend into the flat again, we faw, at a^fmall diltance on our left, Radley,
a confiderable modern edifice, belonging to Sir James Stonehoufe. Leland mentions,
there was a park there belonging to Abingdon Abbey, which was deftroyed becaule
the fcholars of Oxford much reforted there to hunt. The fame liberty of fporting is

flill taken by the Univerfity, to the great annoyance of the owner of this place. Be-
yond, acrofs the vale, lord Harcourt's fweet place called to mind thofe charming
fcencs of the preceding day. We now approached the principal objcfl; of our excur-
fion, and received a moft terrible Imprefiion at the entrance from this road ; a narrow
iane, unworthy the name of a ftreet, made too almoft impailable by the confines of
dirt and water. The market-place, however, improved our idea of the town, though
it has little more to boalt than a I'paclous market-houfe, over which is a good hall lor

public bufinefs. This is certainly a building that may claim pre-eminence over thofe

of moft towns of like fize and confequencc, nay, fo fupcrior is it to the general ftruclure

ot the place, that it feems as though brought there by miftake. If we fearch into the

annals of antiquity, we fliall find this town of nmch greater confequence than atprefent,

deriving its name and chief glory from its abbey, founded by one Ilcin or Eanus, a

noble baxon, nephew to Ciila, king of the Weft Saxons, about 675. According to

Leland, the abbey was firft begun at Baglcy wood, thofe noble fhadeswc defcribed

• Wartou's Ode.

about
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about two miles from hence ; but the foundations nnd tlic works (fays he) th- re prof-

percd not ; whereupon it was tranflated to SeukeOram and there finiflied chiefly at the

cofls of King Cilfa, who was himfelf afterwards buried there. And from tliis abbey

being built it changed its name to Abingdon. In old times (continues Leland) many
of the villages about Abingdon had but chapels of eafe, and this abbey was their mother

church, where they buried. Amongfl the reft the famous Gcoffery of Monmouth
had his monument here. This abbey, which was one ot the fineft and richeft in Kng-

land, had not flourifiied long, ere it was demoliflied by the violent fury of the Danes.

Yet it foon after recovered itfelf through the liberality of King Edgar, and afterwards

by theinduftry of the Norman abbots it grew to fqch magnificence, as to fland in com-
petition with any in Britain. " It was in ancient times called Sheoverdiam, a famous

city, goodly to behold, full of riches, encompaiTod with very fruitful fields, green

meadows, fpacious paftures, and flocks of cattle abounding with milk. Here the king

kept his court ; hither the people refortcd, while confultations were depending about

the greatcft and moft weighty affairs of the kingdom." Two fynods are fuppofed to

have been held here, one in 742, and the other in 822. Leland fays the rents of

this abbey were almoft 2,oool. a year. Though this town had its depcndance for a

longtime on the abbey, yet fince 1416, when King Henry V. built bridges over the

Oufe (as appears by a diflich in a window of St. Helen's church there) and turned the

high road hither, for a (horter cut; it became much frequented, having a mayor and

corporation, &c. and much enriched itfelf by making great quantities of malt ; as it

fHU does, lending the chief in barges to London by the river. It gives title of carl to

the right honourable Willoughby Bertie, which was firft conferred upon his anceftor

James lord Norris of Rycote, 1682, ';4th of Charles 11.

September ift, as before, cloudy and uniettled, but made foft and pleafant by in-

tervening funfliine. Being delayed beyond our expeftation, at a time too when the

Univerfitv could afford' little or no fociety, and the whole town looked dull in the midft

of a long recefs from bufinefsand gaiety ; thus circumfhinccd we were glad to find any

objeft worthy attention, that might afford us an hour's ufeful entertainment. To this

intent we directed our courfe along the Gloucefter road to Einfliam ; the meadows
we paffed through are exceedingly pleafant and extenfive, where we croffed fix or feven

excellent ftone bridges, thrown over the rivulets, which refrefli with their cool ftreams

the growing herbage ; and from the fummit of the vaft hill beyond we had a fine

profpeft over the four adjoining counties. The back front of Blenheim, and the flately

obeliik in the park, are great additions to this fcenery ; but they appear lefs to their

own advantage from this point of view. A little on our right we faw Witham, an old

monaftick-looking edifice, belonging to lord Abingdon ; and as we approach the village

of Einfliam, this earl has erefted a fair ftone bridge of fix arches, in the place of a

ferry, alfo a large fquare houfe, intended for an inn, but never yet inhabited : the

former pays a very profitable toll, but the latter is likely to continue an incumbrance to

its owner. Einlham (accordiug to Camden) was formerly a royal vlll, which Cuth-

wulph, the Saxon, firft took from the conquered Britains. Ethelmar, a nobleman,

adorned it with a monaftery, which King Ethelrcd confirmed in 1005, and " figned

the privilege of liberty, with the fign of the Holy Crofs." After the diffolution this

religious houfe was turned into a private feat, which belonged to the earls of Derby.

From Henry, third earl, it came to his third fon, Sir Edward, who was buried here

1 609, S. P. and was fucceeded in his eftate by his nephew, Sir Edward Stanley, k. b.

one ofwhofe co-heirs was the famous Venetia, the wife of Sir Kencliu Digbv. ot whofe

beauty and other acconiplifnments, fo much has been faid.

September
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September jtl. Favoured with every charm that the feafon would allow, wc left awhile

thefe reverep.d fcenes, grown irkfome and unedifying by repetition, to take another

iliort furvey of the country, and to enjoy the refrefliing influence of fouthern breezes.

By Heddington hill, which takes its name from a fmall village beyond, we direfted our
courfe ; to this agreeable fummit is formed a commodious gravel walk for the benefit

of Oxford ; from hence we croifed the fields to that village, but the roads were almoft

im])anable fur a carriage, and the place afforded nothing to fatisfy our trouble, except

the fight of a few well-built new houfes, belonging to fome of the inhabitants of Oxford ;

the air here is recommended for its falubrity, which makes it frequently therefidence

of invalids, &c. Inclining again towards the London road, we afcended the vafl brow
of Shotover, which commands an almoll boundlefs view of the adjacent counties ; the

eye is here in the centre of an immenfe circle, but the objects are not numerous
enough to engage anv long attention, though there is a confiderable variety of' country
to look over. Ouecn Elizabeth, in her progreffes, 1566, vifitcd Oxford, and was
magnificently entertained by the Univerfity for feven days, " The day after flie took
her leave, and was conducted by the heads as far as Shotovcr-hill, when the Earl of
Leicefter gave her notice, that they had accompanied her to the limits of their jurif-

didtion. From hence calling her eyes back upon Oxford, Avith all poUible marks of

tendernefs and affedion, fhe bade them farewell. The Queen's countenance, and the

Earl of Leicefler's care, had fuch an affect upon the diligence of this learned body,
that, within a few years after, it produced more fhining inltances of real worth, than
had ever been lent abroad at the fame time in any age whatibever."* The harvell

around feemed pretty forward, and the crops plentiful and well-looking, but we ob-
ferved more unfiniflied and Handing here, than in the parts of Bucks we lately palled ;

the fettled ferenity of the iky was now moil propitious, and no doubt a few fuch days
will fet the farmer's heart at eafe, and crown the year with plenty.

September 4th, more charming than the preceding, we left Oxford and purfued the

direct road to Worceftcr, through Woodftock, &c. taking Dicheley, the feat of Lord
Litchfield's, now Lord Dillon's, in our way. Its fituation is a little on the left of Kid-
dington turnpike, about 12 miles from Oxford, but the neareft and beft way is by
Blenheim park. Dicheley is an hamlet, in the parifli of Spillelbury, of which the
principal manor belonged to William Beauchamp, Lord Abergavenny, 12th Henry
IV. afterwards it was owned by George Duke of Clarence, during whole Ion's mino-
rity, the flewardfhip was granted to William, lord Norris. In ihe reign of queen
Elizabeth, an cftatein this parifh (probably the manor) belonged to Thomas Bridges,
Efq.f of Keynfliam, in Somerfetfliire, and of Bruern Abbey, in tliis county. Whether
Dicheley is a manor, and if fo who were the ancient owners, I am not informed. But
about the reign of James I. the Lees, whofe principal feat was at Quarendon in Bucks
before-mentioned, were in pofTefTion of a maniion here, and by degrees the old rcfidence
was dcferted, and this became their chief habitation. Sir Henry Lee was created a Ba-
ronet, 161 1 ; hisfon, fir Henry, hved at Dicheley, and dying about 1641, his widow
Ann, (daughter of Sir John St. John of Lydiard Tregoze, baronet) married Llenry
AVilmot, Vifcount Athlone, of Ii-eland, the famous loyaliff, created by Charles I. Earl
of Rochefter, who refided here, (in right of his wife, as her jointure-houfe, no doubt)

• All that pafTcd dim'jig her vilU at Oxford, &c, may be fully feen in the Q^iccn's Progajres, vol. i, for
1566, to which is aiiiKxed a view of Shotover. Here was once a confiderable forell, of which Milton's
giandfather was the ranger.

j- Younger broiher to John Loid Chandos, who died 1557.

anil
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and in 1659 was buiied in the vault belonging to the Lees 111 Spillefbury church. At
tliisfeat was born his ion the famous John Wihnot, Earl of Rochefler, on April 10th,

1647. lie was both the ornament and difgrace of the court of Charles II. "He
lived worthlcfs and ufclefs, and blazed out his youth and his health in lavifli vohiptuouf-

nefs; till at the age of one and thirty, he had cxhauded the fund of hfe, and reduced

himfelf to a flate of weaknefs and decav*." At length he was fo worn out, that he

expired without a flruggle, July 26th, 1680, JEt. 34. I think the fcite of a lodge fome-

where in Woodflock park, where he is faid to have breathed his laft, has been ibrmerly

pointed out to me. Sir Henry Lee, Bart. Ion of the countefs of Rochefler, by her

ibrnier hultand, was father of Anne, the firfl wife of Thomas, Marquis of Whartonf.

Sir Francis Lee, his younger brother, was father of the firlt earl of Litchfield. The
prefent manfion was rebuilt by the elder brother of the lad earl, and is cfteemcd the

belt of Gibbs's architecture. The old manfion I believe flood in a different fituation,

lower in the park. The approach to the principal entrance, the hall, is nothing grand

or magnificent ; but the infide of this room is very noble. Its dimenfions, as near as

I could guefs, without an accurate meafure, are a cube of 36 feet, and coved at top.

The ceiling and walls are painted by Kent, and decorated with various fculptures. Alfo

a portrait of the founder of the houfe. To the right we enter a fmall breakfafl: par-

lour, with a few paintings. The two mofl worth notice are Rubens and family, on

horfeback amongfi wild beaft s, the figures by Rubens, and beafts by Snyders ; a large

Ihooting piece, the principal figure, the late lord and chancellor of Oxford, by AVootton.

Dining room, about 36 by 21, richly ornamented with portraits; Charles I. and fon,

very admirable, by Vandyke ; Henry Vlll. by Hans Holbein| ; Prince Arthur, by C.

Janfen ; Sir Henry Lee in Elizabeth's time, the firll of the family ; and four brothers,

bv Cornelius Janfen ; lord and lady Litchfield in coronation robes, by Richardfon, and

Vanderbart ; duke of Monmouth and his mother, by fir Peter Lely ; fir Charles Rich,

brother to earl Warwick, killed 1627, on the Ifle of Rhee, by Janfen. Late Lord's

bed-room, crimfon damafk furniture, and very old tapeftry, &c. Small dreffing room
adjacent, Madona and child, by Minceard, a Frenchman ; a fine piece not hung up, of

the nativity, lately fent here by lord Dillon, the light fhining from the glory and re-

flefted from the furrounding figures, feemed particularly ftrong and beautiful. Small

tapeftry drawing room, 27, by 22, portraits of the countefs Lindfay, and Rochefter, fif-

ters, fir P. Lely ; Duchefs of Cleveland by fir P. Lely ; fir F. Henry Lee, firlT: earl of Litch-

field, by Vandyke. Saloon, 36 by 29, difplays no ornaments worth notice, except a

buft of Dr. Sharp, and an antique marble liatue of Jlygeia. The perfon employed

in the llucco work, painting, &c. was Roberts of Oxford. Green tapeftry room, the

chancellor of Oxford, nephew to the late lord Litchfield : fir Walter Raleigh, by

Moore ; archbifhop Warham, by Holbein ; duchefs of Portfmouth, by Lely ; Jacob's

dream, by Rembrandt ; a fleeping Venus and Painter, by Titian : a fmall virgin and

child, by Raphael ; four fmall landfcapes with cattle and figures, by Polinbary ; a land-

fcapeover the chimney, by Wootton. Gi'eat gilt drawing room, about 37 by 26 : fur-

niture, crimfon damafk : gilding and other ornaments, by Roberts ; Charles II ; du-

• Johiifon's Lives of the Poets.

f Lord Rocheftci's molher feems to liave been of a family produftlve of eccentric charafters. 1 wai

going to iiiftance it in tlie famous Philip Duke of Wiinrton, as the ilfiie of this marriage of her grand-

child, but he was the fon of a fecond match. However tlie Countcfs's brother, 6ir Walter St. John, Bart,

was grand-father of the moll extraordinary Henry St. John, Vifcount Bolingbroke.

:{: However this is much doubted.
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chefs of Cleveland : countefs of Lindfav, by fir P. Lely ; lord and lady Litchfield

;

lady Charlote Fitzroy, mother to the late lord Litchfield, and duke of Grafton, her bro-

ther by Kntller ; a landfcape, by Wooton. Adjacent clofet containing portraits, &c.
James L Angularly drefl'ed, fir Thomas Pope, by Vandyke, &c, : Jull: Steward, and

group receiving their hire, by Vandermant. Velvet bed room ; a very curious table

of ebony, inlaid with brafs, and made in Louis XlVth's time ; a white marble chim-

ney piece, the carving very light and admirable. Small drefiing room : a beautiful

painting of the duchefs of Orleans, Charles lid's daughter, by Lely j St. Catharine

going to be tortured on the rack, by Vanmander ; a curious travelling chert of Charles

IL brought here by means of the late lord Litchfield's mother, who was daughter to

that prince. Hence we were conduced through a circular raifed palTage to the chapel,

neat and plain. Over the altar, a painting of Chrift taken from the crofs, by PoufTm,

Great tapeftry drawing room, about 30 by 25, reprefents Vulcan oppofing ^neas on
one wall, and Neptune, &c. on the other. Over the chimney piece a group of the duke
and duchefs of York and children, by Lely. From this fouthern afpecl, the views are

extenfive and pleafing. In the flair-cafe ftands a model in wood, of Ratcliff's library

at Oxford. We now took leave of this noble repofitory of valuable portaits, whofe

appartments are otherwife decorated with a fimple elegance rather than ortentatious

fplendor, nor could we help fympathizing with the melancholy that feeraed to hover

round this deferted place, that a new fmile of fortune had thus deprived it of its prefent

owner*. We dined at Enrtone, a fmall adjacent village, on the turnpike road ; and
four miles further, flept at Chapel-houfe, a moft e^icellent inn, built about 30 years

ago, with ftables and other accommodations of the firft flyle. The furrounding fields

are flat and open, but Mr. Kirby, the landlord's fhrubberies and other plantations, are

a pleafing ornament and protedion. Near this ftands Heathrop, the feat of lord

Shrewfbury, diftinftly feen from the Oxford road. This has always been efteemed

worthy the infpeftion of the traveller, both for its external and internal grandeur, and
will foon be ftiil more fo, when his Lordfhip has completed thofe alterations and im-

provements, which now deprive us of the pleafure of feeing them. Mr. Walpole
ipeaks with contempt of its architefture, and fays it was built by Mr. Archer, the

groom-porter, " all whofe fpecimens of wretched tafte may be feen in the Vitruvius

Britannicus ; but the chef d'ceuvre of his abfurdity was the church of St. John, with

four belfrys, in Weftminfter.''

September 5th. We purfued our courfe through Chipping-Norton, a place of note

in the time of the Saxons, as its name fignifies ; in the reign of Edward I. it fent mem-
bers to parliament one fefiion ; and twice in Edward Ill's reign, but never fince I

believe. William Fitz-Alan of Clun, was lord of this manor, then called Norton,
6 of k. John, and obtained a charter for an annual fair here. How long this town
and manor continued in this family, (afterwards earls of Arundel) we have no par-

ticular account ; but we find in the reign of Henry VI. it was the eftate of the earls

of Oxford, of whom John, earl of Oxford, adhering to the Lancartrian party, was, after

the victory of Edward IV. in Barnet Field, taken prifoncr, and his eftate forfeited to

the crown. Lcland fays, the Croftes were the ancient lords of this town, fmce that the.

Rodneys, and then the Comptons who bought it. Its prefent appearance is very good,

being fituated on the fide of a pleafant hill, and built moftly of ftonc, with which this

country abounds.

• He focisceded to a large cftate ia Ireland, on the death of his father, in autumn, 1787.

About
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About four miles to the right of Chipping- Norton, at the extremity of the county

adjoinint^ Warwickthire, is a curious monument of antiquity, called RolK'-rich-ftones,

a heap of large rough (tones fet up m a ring, like Stone Henge, in vV'^iltlhire, but

fmalltr ; various have been the opinions concerning this place, but we may rightly

conclude with Camden, that as the Danes and Saxons had battles hereabouts, it was

raifed in memory of feme viftory.

By a ilcep and winding road through pleafant pallures, from Chipping-Norton, we paf-

fed the fmall village of Salfcrd, beautifully furrounded with wood, where is a good ftone

houfe, with fuitable oiices, belonging to Mr. Newton, whofe property is very confider-

able about this place. A little to the left we faw another white manfion, the feat of

Mr. Penyftone, at Cornwall. The united improvements of thefe two places are an

ornament to this part of the country, and a tranfient gratification to the traveller.

More to the left in the adjacent parilh of Dailsford, Governor Haitings, who is a na-

five of that place, has lately repurchafed an eftate which his anceftors had poflTeffed

for feveral generations, and is now making habitable a manfion, which was begun

about 60 years ago, but never finiflied. A little further in the fame direftion is Odding-

ton, the feat of fir John Read ; where alfo is a well of calcareous water, famous for

curing a local flux difeafe amongft cattle, called the Otmoor evil, from its being caught

by their grazing upon that moor. Alcending now the great hill before us, we enter

a fmall part of Worcefterfliire, and have an extenfive profpedt over the feveral counties,

which meet in the plain below. On the right hill we faw a neatly wooded houfe be-

longing to Mr. Sandys ; and on the left is ChalUeton, an old caftle-like place, the feat

of Mr. Jones. Not far from which is a fortification or barrow, caft up by the Danes

about 1016, when King Edmund, furnamed Ironfide, met Canutus, the Dane, here-

abouts, and defeated him after a long and bloody battle. In the valley we paffed by

the village of Little Compton, and faw an ancient houfe of Lady Fane, who is aunt to

the Baronet at Oddington, before-mentioned, and at whofe death he is likely to

receive an ample increafe to his fortune. At the horizontal boundary we could now

clearly diflinguifh the fine old tower of Stow-on-the-Woulds, fituate on a bleak

eminence, apparently barren and uncultivated, and if common report be credited, they

have but one element, viz. air ; there being neither wood, common field, nor water,

belonging to the town. The four fhire-itone was the next objeft we approached,

which is a large fquare figure by the road fide, fix miles from Chipping-Norton, and

eighty from London. On its feveral fides are graved the names of the counties for

which it was erected, viz. Worcefter, Glouceifer, Warwick, and Oxford. Camden
and Plott believe this to be the fpot where the above mentioned battle was fought ; but

the author of the additions to Camden, difapproves of this conjefture, becaufe the old

fcierflane, or Shire-flone, where the battle was fought, is proved by him to be in

Wiltfliire.

Being now in Gloucefterfliire, we palled a village called Moreton-in-thc-Marfli, and

approached Burton-on-the-Hill. To the right we had a pleafing view of a handfoine

houfe of Mr. Freeman, fituated on the fide of the hill, richly emboibmed in foliage and

otherwife ornamented. This gentleman, we were told, polfefles immenfe property both

In land and money, but moft of the latter ; his only fon died lalt fpring in London,

and left a young daughter, who, it is faid, will be a very rich heirefs. Having gained

the vaft fummit, on whofe declivity Burton is fccurely placed, the profpecl encreafcd

greatly on our backs, but forward, a dreary walfe for many miles. The famous Ro-

man Fofieway comes out of Warwickfliire, by Lcmington, Stow-on the-Would,

and this place j which by the tracks of houfes frequently difcovered, muft have been

D D 2 ouce
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once of note ; here alfo the marks of a large camp are to be feen. A few miles fur-

ther on our left from the turnpike, (lands a neat box belonging to lord Coventry,

called Spring-hill : had this property been on the oppofite fide, facing the beaiuifur

vale of Evefliam, which commences here, the whole would have worn a different afpeft.

In this delicious vale we fee the fmall town of Blockley, near which Sir John Rufhout

has a neat manfion with large property this way. We now came to a fmall houfe of

entertainment, the Fiih, on Broadway-hill, where we fpent an hour in glorious contem-

plation, from the room built hke a fummcr-houfe, for this purpofe ; fir John Rufhout's

here became very diftincl ; fir John Cotterel, knt. has lately erefted, on the fide of this

hill, a caflle-looking-place, fronting the vale; Ragley, lord Beauchamp's, we could

likewife diftinguifh below ; thefe, befides the feveral towns of Broadway, Evefham,

Bengworth, &c. together with the diflant mountains, Malvern in particular, con-

fpired to give us fufficient anticipation of our future delights. We defcended now, by
a well formed ferpentine road, cut through this vafl declivity, to the neat town below.

The views were every way pleafing ; the fields well cultivated and roads good. We
could from hence dillinguifh Tuddington-park, the feat of the ancient family of Lord
Tracey. We dined at Bengworth, a fmall part of the borough of Lvefham, feparated

from it by the river Avon, in its courfe to the Sevei^n, at Tewkefbury. A bridge of fix

large arches, communicates between thefe two places. The river is navigable for coals,

^•c. from Worcefler and Bridgnorth ; but no other trade or traffic feems to enliveii

this town. The extenfive vale that fuiTounds it, and takes its name from thence, is,

for its fruitfulnefs, juftly ftyled the granary of thofe parts.

The monkilh writers derive the name of Eovelholm, or Evefham from Eoves, fwine-

herd to Egwin bifhop of Worcefler. Near the bridge flood anciently the caflle of

Bengworth, as it wore in the fuburbs, which William d'Audville, an abbot of this

place, recovering from William Beauchamp, the hereditary flierifF of this county, ut-

terly demolifhed, and caufed the ground to be confecrated for a church yard, where a:

church was afterwards built. Leland defcribes Evefham, as large and well-built witb
timber ; and to have a fair market place, with divers pretty ftreets. We cannot now
pafs proportionate encomiums upon it ; it has not altered fufficiently with the times.

But the principal glory of this place, was an abbey for Benediftine monks, founded by
Kenred, king of the Mercians ; and Egwin, bifhop of Worcefler, about 700. It con-

fifled of 67 monks, befides an abbot, and other inferior officers, having 22 towns and
manors left for their fupport. At the dilfolution, the annual revenues, according to

Dugdale, amounted to 1 183I. 1 2s. gd. AVhat fort of fabricks the abbey church and
monaflary were, cannot now be difcovcred, becaufe they were utterly dcmoliflied at the

diffolution, except the beautiful fquare tower built by abbot Lichfield, who it is faid,

broke his heart, when he faw the havock, which was made of the church and other

buildings. Nor would the tow'er have cfcaped the fame fate, had not he and the

townfmen purchafed it for their own ufe. This lofty relick of antiquity is wrought
with the finell compofites of Gothic architecture, is about 100 feet high, and (lands

upon a bafe of 22 feet fquare ; the eafl and wefl fronts are fimilar, decorated with

chafle and fimple ornaments. Under, is a fine elliptic arch, which was the principal

entrance to the abbey. The great bell which formerly belonged to it, was recafl along

with fome others given by the town, to make eight good ones for this tower.

In the annals of hillory, this town was very famous for the overthrow of the barons,

and of Simon Mountfort, carl of Leicefler, our Englifh Catalinc ; whofe extreme per-

fidy to Henry III. moll flrongly evinced the truth of that faying " favours are ellecmed

obligations no longer than they can be requited." For when the king had, with a^

9 liberal



THE WEST OF ENGLAND. £05

Eberal hand heap'd nil poffible favours upon him, and given him his own fifter to wife,

he fliewed no other returns than the nioR violent hatred, raifing up dangerous wars,

and miferably laying wade many parts of England, under pretence of redrefliiig griev-

ances and afferting its liberties, leaving no method unpradifed, whereby he might de-
pofe the king, and change the government from a monarchy to an oligarchy. But
after he had flourifhed a while in his enterprife, he with many others of his party, fell

in this place, being fubdued in a pitched battle by the valour of prince Edward. Upon
this happy event a welcome peace, which had been before banifhed, again returned.

This town is an ancient borough, and enjoys many privileges both by prefcription and
divers charters ; but at prefent is greatly divided, and almoft in a drooping flate. In the

year 1697, Sir John Sommers had the barony of this place added to his title; who
being a perlbn of extrordinary endowments, and early taken notice of for his great

abiUties in the law, was chofen to plead the caufe of the imprifoned Bifhops in the

reign of James 11 ; and at the revolution, he was made fucceflively folicitor-general,

attorne)-gcneral, lord-keeper, and lord chancellor of England, being alfo univerfally

elleemed to be the ablell ftatefman of this age.

On the right of Evelliam lie the three Littletons, from the nearefl of which, called

South Littleton, the famous family of the Littletons undoubtedly took their name ; for

they had poffeffions here and elfewhere in the vale of Evefham, in the reign of Henry
111; and at that time, and often fince, were confiderable benefaftors to the abbey, lad

defcribed. About 19th of Llenry III, they married the heirefs of Frankley,

in this neighbourhood, and from hence made that their principal feat till it was
cruelly burnt down and plundered in the rebellion, againd Charles I. The heirefs of

this family, in the reign of LIcnry IV. marrying Thomas Wedcote, Efq. had iflued

by him the famous Judge, who took his mother's name, and was author of the well

known book of Tenures. A feries of men of eminence from his time have rendered

the family not unworthy their great defcendant, the good, and the ilkidrious George
Lord Littleton, one of the great ornaments of this and the lad rcign. Hagley, the

jjrefent feat of the family, vvhich lies on the oppofite borders of the county, nexc

Staftbrdfiiire, was bought for an hunting feat in the reign of Oueen Elizabeth, and'

rebuilt by the noble peer jud mentioned.

From hence we continued along the fouth fzde of the river; wliich we eroded

about fix miles below, at Perfliore; having met with no remarkable objefl:, except-

Elmlcy cadle, fituated on the broad fummit of Brcdon hills, which, though confider-

ably lefs, rife towards Malvern with a kind of emulation. This caftle once belonged'

to Urfus or Urfo d'Abtot, by whofe daughter and heir Emeline it defccnded, together

with Upton, Bentley, and divers other lordfhips in this country, to Walter de Beau-

champ, who made tlie cadle his feat, which continued fo to his defcendants for many
ages. In the 17th year of the reign of King John, Walter Beauchamp, great grandfon

of the above-mentioned Walter, was in pofl'edion of this cadle, but falling off from his

allegiance to the barons, his lands were feized
;

yet he afterwards obtained the reditu

-

tion of this cadle and and flieriffalty. Tnis noble family alfo pofTefled the city of

Worceder, and its cadle for many years, being afterwards earls of Warwick till iilue

male failing, their great edates, by marriage of Anne, the heirefs, with Richard

Neville, palled into that family, who thereby became earls ofWarwick.
Perdiore, fo called from the pear-trees, which flouridied in the foil here, was for-

merly a town of fome confequence, and had a Benedidine monadery founded (accord-

ing to WilUam of Malmfbury) by Egelward, duke of Dorfet, a man of a generous

fpirit, and wholly devoted to a^s of piety. ' But alas ! (fays that excellent hidorian)

what
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what vafl loflfes hath it fince fuflained ! part the ambition of great men hath feized, and

part is forgotten and loft, and a very confiderablc part of its pofleflions, the Kings,

Edward and William, bellowed on. Wellminller Abbey." At the dillblution its re-

venues were valued at 643I. 4s. 5d. per annum. (Dugdale.) The town is neatly

built with one principal ftrect. The parifli church is a large ftone ftrufture of Gothic,

and would have been handfome, had not the heavy roof of the tower deftroyed the

eifed. Our drive the remainder of this evening was uncommonly pleafaut ; the roads

excellent ; the harvell chiefly gathered, except thofe ruddy crops which now began to

hang gracefully round our heads, difpenfing their odours through the atmofphere,

while our eyes were fondly gazing on the fun's departing rays, which tinged the lofty

hills of Malvern with their glowing purple.

-Autumn paints

Aufouian hills with grapes, vvhilfl Englifh plains

Blufli with pomaceous harvefls, breathing fweets.

Oh ! let me now, when the kind early dew
Unlocks ih' einbofom'd odours, walk among
The well lang'd files of trees, whofe full-ag'd (lores

Diffufe ambrofial Ilreams".

Thus the whole face of nature put on an afpe£i: of beauteous ferenity, and we arrived

at the noble capital, as twilight threw her dufky mantle over the day, and ufliered in

the night. The following morning we arofe early to infped the beauties and magni-

ficence of this excellent city, pre-eminent over moll in this kingdom. But firli it may
not be improper to premife foniething of its antiquity, which has been allowed remote

by all hifioiians ; the derivation of its name feems to have been Saxon, fignifying a

warrior's place of retirement ; it was a city probably built by the Romans, (laid to

have been founded by Conftantius Chlorus) when, to prevent the incurfions of the

Britons on the oppofitc fide of the river, they planted cities, as fortrelTes on the eaft

bank, tts fituation is delightful, on this fide of the Severn, commanding diftant and
charming views towards the fouth-weft. It w^as originally " fenced with lofty Roman
walls," as we luarn from an old parchment roll. Leland fays " that there were fix gates

within the walls ; Bridge-gate on the Severn, having a goodly fquare tower over it

;

a poflerne-gatc by St. Clement's church, near the north fide of the bridge; the Fore-

gate, a fair piece of work (landing to the north ; Sudbury-gate ftanding call in the

way to London ; St. Martin's-gate ; and Trinity-gate, which was a pollerne. The
caftle, (continues he) which flood on the fouth fide of the cathedral church almoft on
the Severn, fill to ruin foon after the conquell, and half the ground of it was given to

augment the clofe of the priory." He likewife adds, there were divers fair ftreets well

built with timber ; but the fidrefl and moft celebrated is from the bifliop's palace-gate

to the Fore-gate towards the north. There are eight parifli churches in the town, of

which St. Helen is counted mofl ancient ; it was a prebend, before King Edgar's

time, to the cathedral. And I have heard, (fays he) that all the churches in Worcefter,

before King li^dgar placed monlvs in the cathedral, were but chapels to it. But what
the original form and buildings of this city were, cannot now be afcertained, fo fre-

quently has it fulTered from deftru£live fires. In the year 1041, King Hardy-Cnutc,
in order to revenge himfelf upon the inhabitants, for having killed fomeof his hufcarles,

or tax-gatherers, maflacred mofl (A the citizens, fet the town on fire, and fpoiled much
ai the country round. Nevertholefs we find in the Ccwiqueror's furvey (drawn up

' Thomfon.

about
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about 40 years after') that In the tiino of Edward the ConfeflTor, it had many burgefles,

and was rated at 15 hides of land. In the reign of William Rufus, 1088, Roger de

Montgomery, earl of Shreufbury, with a large body of Welch, affaulted the city,

over-run the fuburbs, and fet them on fire ; but the citizens, by a valiant refiftance,

and afterwards by an advantageous fally out upon their enemies, flew and took above

5000, and fo freed themfclves from the fiege. In the year 1113, it was almoft

wholly delfroyed by a cafual fire, the caiHe and cathedral being alfo much damaged.

In the civil wars between King Stephen and the Emprefs Maud, when the city and

caftle belonged to William Beauchamp, of Elmley, before-mentioned, it was burnt

entirely to the ground. Nor were the misfortunes of this city here concluded, for iit

1175, 21ft of Henry II. the new tower belonging to the church fell down ; in 1202,

the city was again involved in conflagration, and in 1216, after having fubmitted to

the dauphin of France, it was taken by the earl of Chefter. The kings in thofe days

ufed to keep their Chriftmas in fome one of their great cities. King Henry I. in 1 130,

kept his Chriltmashere, as did alfo Henry II. 1 158, with great royalty, who fat in the

church at divine fervice with the crown upon his head, as the kings in thofe days always

ufed to do at folemn feafl;s ; but he afterwards placed it upon the altar, in fign of his hu-

mility, which feemcd real, becaufe he never after regarded to w'ear his crown. King

John alfo kept his Chriftmas here, 12 14, when divers of the nobility came with their

petitions about the changing of laws, which afterwards caufed the civil war, and the

taking of the city as above. Whether we confider mofl: its various fuft'erings by acci-

dental and wilful fires, which have been fo numerous and dreadful or its oppreflions

and calamities in the civil wars, we look with aftonifliment at its prefent flourifliing

condition, the feat of opulence and much trade \ nor is it lefs happy in its numbers of

independent families, befides thofe refpettable and dignified charafters, ufually found

in the precinfts of a cathedral. The ftreets are in general remarkably good, particu-

larly High-ftreet and Fore-gate, which latter is of a regularity in pavement and building,

fuperior to moft I have feen out of London. We now vifited the cathedral, (made an

epifcopal fee, by Ethelred, king of the Mercians,) which biihop Wulflan principally

erefted in 1084; this fuffered more than once by fire; June 14th, 1113, when the

city and caftle were in flames, it felt the fame calamity ; one monk and 20 inhabitants

are faid to have periflied. April 17th, 1202, this church was again involved in confla-

gration, together with the greater part of the city. In 1218, it was raifed and confe-

crated a-new, and in the prefence ot Henry III. &c. dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St.

Peter, and Ofwald and Wulftan. It has fince, at various times, received confiderable

additions, but its prefent appearance is not very large or ftriking on the outfide, and

the to\ver is not fufficiently high for-its breadth and the other parts. The infide from

eaft to weft is 394 feet, breadth about i 20. It is in excellent repair ; but there is no-

thing much to admire in its architedlure, after the feveral others fo fuperior. The
painted glafs is entirely deftroyed, which takes greatly from its grandeur ; the choir is

handfome, and the organ capital. At the upper end of the choir is a noble monument
of King John, whofe body was conveyed hither from Newark by the earl of Pembroke.

His efligy lies on the tomb crowned. In his right hand is a fceptre, in his left a fword,

whofe point is received in the mouth of a lion couchant at his feet. He died Odober
39th, 1215, in the 51ft year of his age, and i8th of his reign. We were next ftiewn

Arthur's chapel, covering the monument of that prince, elder brother of Henry VIII.

which is the moft curious ftone workmanfliip in this cathedral, varioufly decorated

with images, arms of England, and other royal badges. The fretted arched roof is

curious and beautiful. Since this infpeftion we are informed Mr, V. Green has made

8 a curious
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a curious difcovery under a heavy coat of plaifter, to hide them fi-om the 01iven:(H

rage ; there arc a feries of Arthur's progenitors, the partizans in the contentions of
York and Lancafter, the fymbols of whofe union are well exemplified in the external

decorations. Mr. Green conjedlu res he has diltinguifhed Henry VII. and Ed<.vard IV.

with their queens. The flone pulpit in the choir oppofite, is well worth notice, being

a mofl elegantly carved Gothic oftagon ; in the back is dillindly feen a reprefentation

of Jerufalem can'ed in the fame durable materials. Befides a variety of ancient and
modern tombs, and monuments, in the north tranfcpt near the clock is a fuperb marble
piece of fculpturc, ereCled to the memory of Dr. John Hough, biihop of this diocefe,

and head of Magdalen college, Oxford. He is reprefented in a recumbent pofture
;

his right elbow refting on fome books; his hands joined and raifcd in thofe afts of de-

votion, which his countenance fo highly expreffes. The drapery is inimitably fine.

To the left ftands the figure of Religion with her book in one hand, whilfl with the

other fhe is lifting up the flowing edge of his garment, to difplay underneath another

reprefentation in miniature, where he is (landing before that tribunal, the High Com-
miffion Court, which ejefted him from his college government. Three tools of tyrannny

are feated on the bench, and a fecretary is minuting their proceedings, whilft this ve-

nerable prelate, at the head of the Fellows, is making his defenfive harrangue. Rou-
billiac has the honour of this maflerly piece of fculpture, which is the admiration of all

beholders and the finefl in thefe, or perhaps any other parts of England. That in

Wedminlfer Abbey of bifliop Nightingale, by the lame hand, fo univerfally admired,

perhaps may be greater in fome points, though I can fcarce think it altogether fuperior.

This however I Ihall leave for better judges to determine.

The chapter-houfe adjacent is a large decagon, fupported by a central pillar, 45 feet

high, and c,^ in diameter. Many curious miffal MSS. and valuable books are here re-

pofited ; on the walls are a few old portraits of bifhops, &zc. There are many other

excellent public buildings in this city, and many laudable charities, but too numerous
for a place in thefe pages. Here are confiderable manufactures ot gloves, carpets, &c.

but the principal and mofl worthy notice is, the porcelain china, which we vifited.

Thofe who have ever feen the procefs of the StafFordlhire ware, or other funilar works,

need not be informed how this is made ; the fubflance ufed for thefe articles is a fecret

compofilion moulded and formed into various defigns like common clay : blue and

white are the charaderiflic colours of this manufaftory, which are laid on either by a

plate or pencil ; the blue, when firfl put on, appears a deadifli brown, or fome other

dubious tint ; but after the operation of the fire, is changed to a permanent and perfed

blue.

This being market-day, we had an opportunity of feeing the principal commodities

for fale, and their public rcpofitorics and rooms of traflic, particularly the Guildhall

and Hop-houfc ; the former is efleemed with truth a mofl elegant and commodious
building, prefenting a light and well-adorned front to the highftreet, the infide of

which is one admirable room, 100 feet by 25 and 21. Its fides are occupied by two

fpacious courts of juflice, in which are held the affizes and feffions for the county and

city. At each end of the long room are three whole length portraits of Charles I.

Oueen Anne, earl of Plymouth, Sir John Packington, kc. This was the fecond day

of the new hop-market, which we faw abundantly fupplied, and of good quality

;

though the produce of the feafon was no more than what is called half crop
;

yet the

price was now reduced in lefs than a fortnight, from fixteen pounds to i'even per hun-

dred ; an aflonifliing variation, owing to the late fcarcity of old hops, for which the

inhabitants had then given the extravagant price of three (hillings and fixpence ptr

pound.
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pound. It was eypocted that the fair, M'n.ich was to commence in lefs tlian a fortni-rhr

would mor^ permanently fix this dubious vakie.

We now took leave of this glorious capital, and crofTed the Severn,* for Hereford
over a new and elegant bridge, of five magnificent arches, built under the infpection of
Mr. John Gwin, architeft. The firfl (lone was laid by the Larl of Coventry, and the
whole finifhed in 1780. The toll houfes are elegant domes, fimilar to Black Friars

On each fide is a fpacious and handfome quay where much traffic from Brilfol and the

coal mines is carried on. The road is ftoney and difagreeable, but our attention was
diverted for feveral miles with the abundance of variegated fruit, hanging gracefullv 011

each fido the road ; this feafon is very extraordinary, and to pluek a rofy bloom, from
amidft fuch temptation, is deemed neither iin nor robbery. In our way we palled on our
left Powick, where was formerly the feat of another branch of the Beauchamps, deno-
minated of that place. From one of the heirelfes who married Lord Willougliby of
Broke, about the time of Henry VIII., is defcended the preieiit Grevile, Earl of War-
wick, who from thence quarters the arms, &c. of the ancient earls ; from another heir,

cfs who married a Ligon, is defcended, as I take for granted, the prelent reprefentative

for this county, whofe feat is at Madresfield in this neighbourhood, near which we foon
afterwards paifed.

We now arrived at Malvern, a fmall hamlet at the feet of thofe immenfe hills that

had been our principal objed for many miles. Ordering dinner at this charming inn
we procured an intelligent guide to condud us to the highefl; fummit ; the day beine
favorable and plealant, I fcarce remember a more enchanting excurfion, without a pof-

fibility of fatigue from fo gradual an afcent on nature's carpet, and in little more than
half an hour we gained this fummit of perfeftion. When we fay perfeftion, we mean
in a limited fenfe ; there are certainly two forts of perfedion, relative and abfolute. If

the parts of a fcene be beautiful,we are content to afcribe to it the honor of the firlf • but of
the other, the ingredients muft not only be beautiful, but of every pofTible variety. In
difterent countries, or diflerent parts of the fame country, many forts of the former may
always be found, but the latter I fear is feldom, if ever, to be met with in all the valt

round of fublunary refearches. We mount the high tops of a Skiddaw, or Ben Lo-
mond, and are loft in wonder and admiration of thofe immenfe heaps of rocks that

tower around us ; they are undoubtedly formed for aftonifliUient and delight, and are
the fource of fublimeft ideas ; but let not thefe alone engrofs our whole attention or
alienate our affections entirely from other objects ; let us caft our eye a while on this

extenfive fcenery around us and compare the difference : on one fide, a champain of
the richelt cultivation poffible, interfperfed with iimumerable manfions, lawns, woods
and the other golden plantations of the country

j peopled with chearful and thrivintr

ou

• This noble river, called by the Britons Havren, the Romans, Sabrina, and the Engh'fli, Severn, rifeg

uutof a high mountain in Montgomeryfliire, called Plynllymon ; after having received the waters of feveii

fmall (beams it enters Sluopfliirc, and being joined by feveral brooks, at length reaches Welch Pool ; be/ng-
in the fpace of 20 miles, become fiom a flender filvcr ftrcam, a very deep and copious rivci, and is navi-
gable from thence to its mouth. From Welch Pool it proceeds by the fplendid and populous town of
ci /I ,! .^^ r^.,^u ..^{i ... li.-.M.^., .u . 1 f. .1 „., j-,-i:..: ji:ii . . .1 r .

rolls to ievvklbury, tioni vvlieuce, having vilited the city and capital ot that county, it travels forward
and meeting Hill w ilh fielh accelHons of waters, grows to fuch a fi/.e as to he ftiled the Severn fca, pouring
its tide, after a progrefj of more than 130 miles, into the Bviftol Channel.

CamplcH's Survey.

VOL. II. y. z towns^
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towns, nnd enlivened by the bufy llreams of the Severn and the Avon. Thefc are the

principal features in the vale of Evefliam ; on the oppofite fide are various winding val-

lies, mingled with hop-grounds, gardens, feats and Iwelling hills of verdant wood, all

fweetly foftened by the mellow light of autumn, and encircled by a majt-lfic range of

mountains ; the Wreeking, and Clay-hills in Shroplhire, feen over Ludlow; the Black-r

mountains in Brecknockfliire; the Skiming hills in Monmouthfliire ; Abergavcny, and

Ledbury mount ; Glouceiterihire hills over the city and Cheltenham, the Leeky hills

towards Birmingham, &c. In fliort nothing is here wanting to conftitute the beau-

tiful, but here is a deficiency in thofe two grand compofites of the north, rock and

lakes, to confiitute the fublime. With thefe additions we fliould then tind them an ab-

folute perfedion.

If we contemplate thefe fcenes too with the eye of an hifl:orian, what a train of ideas

will thev afford ! inftead of groves of fliining fruits, we may fancy moving armies of

ghttering fpears and helmets ; inftead of yon filver gliding dreams, we may imagine

rivers of blood ; fuch were thefe plains when haughty Cromwell, and his 30,000 men
marched over them, and appeared on Red-hill againlt Charles II. with only 1200 in

Augufl, 1 65 1. No more now the din of war is heard; Tewkibury*. l^pton, Po-

wick, and thou fair city, Worcefter, your lofty towers no more are feen to Ihake, your

buildings fall in dreadful conflagration, nor flreets pour down the fimguine flood. All

now arife in confcious harmony to gild thefe fcenes, now funk in peace and crowned

with plenty. Maintain long this lovely reign ye fons of fame ! and yc who reap the

fruits of induflry, ftore in your plenteous and golden crops, and quaff your homely

neclar, in joyful tranquillity.

Defcending now this noble velvet mountain, the former fcene diminifliing in foft

gradation before our fight, through the perfpedive confines of thefe hills, afforded new
and infinite delight, till we again arrived at our inn. After dinner we vifited the in-

ternal difplay of that great Gothic feature the church ; which is perhaps as great a cu-

riofity of its kind as any to be met with. Part of it was a religious cell for hermits be-

fore the conquefl, the greater part with the tower, was built in the 18th year of the

conqueror, by one Aldwin an hermit. The outward appearance is very Itriking, the

architefture, though large, is light and pleafing, and cannot fail to imprefs the traveller

on his approach, with an idea of its antiquity and worth ; they fhewcd us a copy of an
antique manufcinpt at the Inn, giving a full account ot its origin, the hillory of painted

glafs, &c. which is in high prefervation, and of beautiful colours and defigns ; but as

Dr. Nafli has given a minute account of every thing in his hiltory of the county, the

omiflion of it here is of no confequence. 1 he aiitiquarian in contemplating its different

ftyles of building, the Gothic and the Saxon, the glafs, the various monuments and
coats of arms, kc. ma) find employment for many hours. One very curious tomb we
faw of a Saxon Knight, with his battle-ax and other accoutrements, fuppofed to be the

only one of this kind in England,

We now purfued our courfe to Ledbury, on a fmooth winding road by the wells, at:

Little Malvern, famous for their falutary qualities, and the purcnefs of tiie air. About

• Famous too for tht bloody overthrow of tlic Lancaftilans in 1741. Whence J. Liland thus writes,

ttanilated,

" Where .\von's friendly ftreams with Severn join,

Great Tcwkfbiiry's walls, renown'd for trophicSj flline.

And kee]j tht'fad rerriains, with pious care,

01 euVjle fouls, the honor of the war."

fix
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fix miles weft of Ledbury, near the conflux of the Lugg and Wye, lies Marcley-liiil,

which in 1 575, after fliaking and roaring for three days, to the great horror and aftonifli-

ment of the neighbourhood, began to move about fix o'clock on Sunday evening, and
continued moving till two next morning, it then ftood Itill, having carried along with it

the trees that grew upon it, and the flieep-folds and flocks. In the place from whence it

removed, it left a gap of 400 feet wide, and 320 long. The fpot whereon this hill ftood

contained about 20 acres.

Ledbury is a mean ill-built town, fituate in a rich vale, fouth of thefe hills ; the mea-
dows and pafturage around it appear very fertile ; on an average they let for three

pounds an acre. After repofing here one night, we proceeded to Hereford ; the day
was mild and clear, which gave the vale and hills around a moft enchanting glow

;

hop grounds and ruddy orchards fpread their gaudy bloom around us ; and that no
fpace may be loft, the vacant fpots of the ground, which is planted with trees, are co-

vered with grain. The following defcription by an admired bard is a very lively picture

of this country.

•' Lo, on auxiliary poles, tlie hops
Afcending fpiral, rang'd in meet array !

I>o, how the arable with barley grain

Stands thick, o'erfhadow'd to the thirfty hind

Tranfporting projeft ! thefe, as modern ule

Ordains, infus'd, an auburn drink compofe,
Wholefome, of deathlefs fame. Here to the fight,

Apples of price, and plenteous flicaves of corn,

Oft interlac'd, occur, and both imbibe

Fitting conjenial juice ; fo rich the foil,

!So much does fruftureous nioillure o'er abound !

Nor are the hills unamiable, whofe tops

To heav'n afpire, affording profpeft fweet

To human ken ; nor at their feet the vales

Defcending gently, where the lowing herd

Chew verd'rous pallure ; noi the yellow fields

Gaily interchang'd, with rich variety

Pleafmg, as when an emerald green, enchas'd

In flamy gold, from the bright mafs acquires

A nobler hue, more delicate to fight.

Next add the Sylvan (hades, and filent groves',

( Haunt of the Druids) wheiice the earth is fed

With copious fuel, whence the ilurdy oak,

A prince's refuge once, th' eternal guard
Of England's throne, by fweating peafants fell'd

Stems the vaft main, and bears tremendous war
To difl.aut nations, or with fov'reign fway.

Awes the divided world to peace and love."t

About three miles diftant we pafled a large houfe, called Verfen, Mr. Home's, which,

from its conftrudion and appearance, gave us the idea of the comforts of an opulent

farmer. Two miles onward we obferved an ancient white manfion, furroundcd with a

moat, called Manfen, the late Mr. Jones's, now Mr. Derbin's, who married his widow.
The country was now confined, but rich and pleafant ; Mr. Hopeton's old houfe, now-

only appropriated to a farm, was our next objeil:, under a fine range of hills on our left,

and called the World's-end ; a name ill applied amidft fuch a profufion of cultivation.

The hops were now more abundant and fiourifliing, and other crops in great plenty.

•f-
Philips's Cyder, book ift. page 127.

E E 2 Pafled
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Pafled the village of Tarrington, with a neat old church and parfonage. The next and
pnncipal objeft, was the honourable Edward Foley's beautiful place at Stoke Edith.

This was the feat of the late lord Foley, and his ;incellors, while they continued a

younger branch ; but wlien he fucceeded to the maniion and eflate of the eider line, at

Whitley, in Worceftcrfliire, he of courie made that his principal refidence, and left this

to his fecond fon, the prefent pofleflbr. The houfo is large, and wears an ancient afped,

but the principal front is turned front the road, its furroundiug flu'ubs break the ill ei-

feft of too great an intimacy with paiTengers ; abridge communicates with the park over

the road, which we paffed under. The views from every point are pleafing and pic-

turcfque, and from the next afcent the houfe and parifh fpire, very high and beauiitul,

formed a delightful group with the variegated ground adjacent, and finally terminated

by the IMalvern-hil's. Farther on our left Hands Longworth, an agreeable feat of Mr.
Waldwin, member for Hereford. Where his anceftors have been feated, at leaft ever

fmce the reign of Henry IV. from which time they have been continually flierifts, and in

other high offices in the county. A little way behind Longworth, lies Lugwardyne,
once the eflate and feat of the Chandos's and Brydges's, from whom it was fold to the

Warneford's, and came in marriage from them to the Harley's, I believe. Winding
again to the right wc had a final and mod graceful profpeft of Stoke-Edith, foftened

by the mellow fhades of landfcapes, viewed at a diftance. The pencil of the artift might

here be varioufly employed to advantage ; and though the furface of the road cannot

be elleemed of the beft, and molt agreeable texture, yet the admirer of nature and fu-

perior cultivation, may in this morning's ride, be amply rewarded. Defcending towards

the city, the dirt ant views are grand and charming, particularly the rich fcenes of Fox-

ley, and Hampton-court, Lord Maiden's, to the right, and the fine vale in front, ter-

minated by the hills in Monmouthfliire and Brecknock. We now crofled the river

Lugg into an extenfive meadow from whence we viewed Sufton-court to the left, a bad

old houfe of white materials, almolt funk in the bofom of an hill ; this is remarkable for

having been the refidence of the Hereford family ever fince the 7th of Henry III. the

late poffelTor, fir James Hereford, died about three years fince very old, having amaffed

from a fmall eftate confiderable wealth, which he left to Mr. Caldccot, his nephew,

who has now changed his name to Hereford. I underfland he intends foon to grace

this refpeftable fpot with a more confiderable manfion. On a nearer approach to the

city, a dullnefs feemed to pervade the whole, and the heavinefs of the Cathedral was

quite oppreflive to the fight ; but for this we could account, for on a clofer examina-

tion it had loft the fpire, which had been lately taken down, from an apprehenfion of

danger, fince the great fall of the weftern end of the building, which happened two years

ago, and flill lies in ruins ; this was infinitely the fineft part, and when in perfeft Itate,

its tower was efteemed very beautiful architedure ; the print which remains of it,

certainly gives this idea. The whole internal length was 393 feet ; tranfepti4o; the

height of the middle fteeple, 24) ; weft tower 125. Mr. Wyatt has made an eftimate,

and the walls arc juft begun to be raifed upon the former plan, with a handfome win-

dow, but without the tower. It was originally built by bilhop Reinelm, in the reign

of Henry I. and enlarged by fucceeding bifhops. In its prefent ruinous ftate, we could

find but little to attraft our notice. Nor does the city merit any particular encomiums

;

the buildings are mollly mean and infignificant, and the ftrcets narrow and bad. Here
are now only four pariih churches, two having been deftroycd in the late civil wars. It

is governed by a Mayor, fix Aldermen, Recorder, &G. Its markets are well fuijplied ;

and here is a confiderable manuiatlure of gloves. The antiquity of it cannot be doubt-

ed ; evident marks of this are eafily difcovered. Camden fays it is fituated amongll

6 meadows
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meadows extremely pleafant, and com fields very fruitful. It isfuppofcd to have fprung

lip, when the Saxon heptarchy was in its glory ; founded (as fome write) by Edward
the elder ; no ni( ntion being made of ii more ancient. The Britains, before tlie name
of Hereford was known, called the place, Trefawith, from beech trees, which Hill grow
abundantly about here. It owts its greateft encreafe to religion, and the horrible

murder of Kthclbert King of the Eaft-Angles ; who, whilfl he courted the daughter of

Ofla, king of the Mercians, was villainoufly way-laid and murdered by Quindreda,

Offa's wife, who longed more for the kingdom of the Eaft-Angles, than to fee her

daughter honorably married. He was upon this adion, enrolled amonglt the catalogue

of martyrs, and had a church here built, and dedicated to him by Mildred, a petty

prince of this country ; which being foon after adorned with a bifhop's fee grew very

rich, firft by the liberality of the Mercians, and afterwards of the weft Saxon king.

This city fullered no great calamity till 1055, when Griffin, prince of South Wales, and
Algar, an Englilhman, rebelling againft Kdward the Confeifor, and having routed Earl

Ralph, facked the city, deftroyed the cathedral, and carried away Leofgar the bifhop.

Hence it is that Malmefbury writes thus :
" Hereford is no great city, and yet by the high

and formidable ruins of its fteep and broken bulwarks, it flievvs that it has been confider-

able :" and as it appears by Domefday book, " there were in all but 103 men, within

and without the walls." The Normans afterwards very much improved and enlarged

it. William Fits Ofborn, a kinfman of the conqueror, and firft earl of Hereford, walled

it round, and fortified it with a ftrong caftle, on the fcite where the old cathedral ftood.

Leland fays, " that this caftle, by the ruins, appeared to be one of the faireft, largeft,

and itrongeft in England. The walls were high and firm, and full of great towers
;

and where the river was not a fufficient defence for it, there it was firongly ditched.

It had two wards, and each of them furrounded with water ; the dungeon was high, and
exceedingly well fortified, having, in the outward wall or ward, 26 towers of a femi-

circular figure, and one great tower in the inner ward. Some think that Heraldus be-

gan this caftle, after he had conquered the rebellion of the Welch, in Edward the con-

feffor's time. Others think, that the Lacies and the Bohuns, earls of Hereford, were
the great builders of it.

This city being fituated in a frontier country, was continually liable to the inroads of
rapacious warriors, plunderers, and rebels. When the barons broke out in rebellion

againft Henry III. they commenced their hoftilities at this place, under the command
of Simon Mountfort, earl of Leicefter ; who, as we before remarked, fell a vidini to

his perfidy and ambition, in that remarkable battle at Evefliam, by which the great

power of the barons was diminilhed, and that of the commons enlarged. Here aifo,

when the barons took up arms againft Edward II. Hugh Spencer, earl of Gloucefter,

and feveral others, the favourites of that prince were hanged. Near this place was
likewife fought a bloody battle between Henry VI, and the earl of March, (afterwards

Edward IV.) when the latter conquered ; and having taken feveral of the Welch no-

bihty, amongft which was Owen Tudor, and others, prifoners, ordered them to be
cruelly executed in this city. In the civil wars between Charles I, and the Parliament,

this place was ftrong and well fortified and made feveral brave defences againft the

Scots, and the Oliverians. Scarce a trace of the caftle is now remaining ; on its fcite

are admirable walks, called the caftlegreen, formed and kept in neat order by the cor-

poration ; the river Wye runs underneath, which together with its antique biidge adds
greatly to the pleafing profpetl from hence. If we look round its neighbouring hills

and mountains, we (hall find ftrong marks of the vifits of the Romans, and other encamp-
ments; particularly on the funmiits of Creden-hill, and Dindermore, the one towards

Bradwardine^
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^Bradwardine, the other near the road to Rofs ; on the former are many appearances

of there having been a Roman ftation. It is certain I.ord Leven here fixed his army

during the fiege of Hereford, in the civil wars. The latter difplays ftrongcr marks of

thofe ancient encampments, being vifibly fquare, which I believe is a pretty certain cha-

rafterillic of the Romans ; befides the con-oborating evidence of an adjacent hill now

bearin"- the name of Oifter, no doubt a corruption of Oflorius Scapula who commanded

in thele parts. In the fuburbs ftand the i uins of a monaltic-looking pile, fuppofed to

have been a religious houfe, which was given by William 111, to lord Coningiby, who

afterwards made it a town refidence ; this going to decay by future neglefl:, lord Co-

ningity, to perpetuate his nam.e by a laudable inftitution, built and founded an hofpital

adjoining, tor the care and maintenance of 1 6 poor, which we minutely infpefted ;

their habitations are fmall, but warm and comfortable ; the old gardens afford each a

very handfome allotment. One of thefe aged people attended us, who was 88, and

well remembered his Lord's ancient fabric in a more flourifliing and habitable ftate.

In the fame ground we faw a curious relick of antiquity, goihically built and pretty per-

fed, which together with fome boughs of elder hanging carelellly round its walls, was

exceedingly piclurefque. It is an odagon with windows arched, and flcps quite round,

but only one internal approach ; through the top runs a thin (lone pillar feveral feet

high, on which I fuppofe was a crofs, as it is thought to have belonged to the monaf-

tery, as an objed of worfliip.

September 9th. A delightful morning, which we appropriated to an excurfion north-

ward, principally to fee Mr. Price's noble grounds, &c. at Foxley, and to enjoy that en-

chanting fcene in its vicinity, from an hill called Lady-Lift. The Bradwardine road

was our courfe for fome time, we then deviated to the right ; a little more than a mile

from this city, on fome wafte land by the road fide, we faw a large old pillar of flone

much wrought, with fteps round the bafe nmilar to thofe we often fee in fmall towns
;

no authentic account is given of it, but by tradition it is believed to have been ereded

in time of a plague, when the counti-y people were afraid to approach the city, for the

purpofe of holding market, and is at this day called AVhite-crofs. We now palled through

a villa^'e and entered Foxley grounds ; the well cloathed hills of wood on each fide are

very noble. The houfe is not in unifon with this external magnificence, a fquare brick

built place, heavy and ungraceful ; though there is no appearance of fhew, the infide

no doubt is good and comfortable, and I was told contains fome paintings worth notice;

this we omitted, but had leave to drive through the beautiful gardens, &c. which foon

led us on a moft glorious terrace between the two vales ; thus we continued through a

bowery (hade, which was moft acceptable, as it proteded us from the fervent beams of

the fun, till we arrived at the fweet objed; of our wiflies ; a place that moft amply repaid

our fteep afcent.

Oh nature how fupicmc! O Queen of hills

Enchanting Lady-l.ifl ! thy beauteous form,

All ne'er with licriiilipid veil liatli vcil'd.

No foreign plumage <ltcks thy full-crown'd head,

No artificial flowers, the fickly growth

Of the trim gaiden, wither oji tliy brcaft.

But the frelh violet, and the liarebcll blue,

And hmple daify, feel its eherllhing warmth,

And tlieie deliglit to blow. Tliy rich attire

Is wove in nature's loom; the Ipreading arms

Of the bold children of the forell deck

Its waving fides ; the lordly, dark-green oak,

The
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TliC lii;;H afpiring alli, the nloflv bcecli,

And yellow clicliuit, Ipangltd with its fruits.

In pleafuitT harmony combine their (liailes,

which giiile<i by the fun, a loveh'er gold

Difplay, than ever yet, with all the toil

Of art and riches, dcck'd an Eallern Queen.
Nor often can the power of roaiing winds.

And boillronr, llornis, derange the ornaments

Of nature's hand, but while the weakeft breeze

Puffs the vain robes of art in fcorn away,
They, as in mockery of the raving blaft,

But bend their boughs, or lift their lieads on high.

Oh ! how then can the pomp of EniprcfTes

With Lid y- Lift compare ! Oh maik her power !

Lo, with wliat placid majefly Ihe fits

And fways her wide and populous domain.

The heavens her canopy, the earth her throne 1

She wants uo valFals, Ethiopic flaves.

To Icattcr balms and odours on her garb,

Orfoftly fan her from the noon tide heat.

The perfumes wafted on the fragrant wings

Of gentle zephyrs, ilTuing from the South,

Are fubllitutcs by nature more delicious.

Than all that art or fancy can create.

X.O, with what fweet and unaflefted charms.

Her fubje£ls fmile under her peaceful fceptre!

Beneath her feet hills gradually arife,

In foftefi: verdure clad ; the golden vale

Winds dillant by, and ftreams meandring flow,

Yielding to all their fruits and plenteous ftores.

In proudeil triumph of the quiet reign.

The traveller here, in queft of nature's charms

Meets joyful welcome ; not a frown auftere

Chills hi? approach or flops his curious eye.

But all his wild refearches are endear'd

By every fmile of fweet complacency.

How eagerly around file llrives to fliew,

The thouland beauties of her native land i

The ripen'd orchards hung with ruddy orbs.

That deck each rural fcene, fhe firfldifplays ;

Then wood-fringed lawns, fair feats and villages ;

Next proudly points to towers and battlements.

That long have grac'd her much lov'd ancient See,

The great metropolis of this fair realm ;

LalHy to yonder rugged range of hills,*

Which feem like maffy bulwarks rais'd on high

To guard her loyal peace-encircled fons,

From the rude progreis of deftruftive foes.

Havinc; thus gazed with rapture and admiration, we breathed our tribute of acknow-

ledgement, and returned as we came, until a path led us into the valley on our right,

and from thence acrofs through an obfcure village. Little Manfel, to Bradvvardine, fitu*

ate on the oppofite fide of the Wye ; over which is a good bridge, and near to it are

the imperfed traces of a caftle, once ftrong and ftately, which gave both origin and Tiame

to the famous Thomas Bradwardine, archbifliop of Canterbury, in Edward Illd's time,

who, for his great learning, and proficiency in the mofl a:bfl:rufe arts and fciences, was

called Dodor Profundus. This family had removed into Suffex, about three genera-

* The Black-raountainsvvhichdivide this county from Wales.

3 tions
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tions before that great defcendant was born. The objed of this wide and tedious devi-

ation, was to vifit that Iweet fcene, we had viewed at a diflar.ce, called the Golden Vale,

or by the Britons, DyftVun-Aur; remarkable for its pleafant fertility of yellow flowers,

with which it is covered, particularly in the fpring. The evening was too far advanced

when we had finiflied our homely repaid, to allow us this further pleafure, fo we brook-

ed the difappointment like philofophcrs, and directed our nearcll courfe to Hereford.

In this vicinity we had a view of Mr. Byrche's neat manfion at Ganllon, and of RIoc-

cas-court, the feat of Sir George Amyand (Cornwall) ban. a banker in London, who
obtained it by marrying the heirefs of the late Velters Cornwall, member in feven Par-

liaments for this county, whofe anceftors had been feated here a long time, they being

a branch (I prefume) of the barons of Burford in Shropfhire, mentioned by Camden,

who were defcended illegitimately from Richard earl of Cornwall, 2d fon of King John ;

and the family now bear the arms of that earl, viz. Argt, a Lyon Rampt Gules, crown-

ed Or, within a bordure fable, bezantce.* The late Mr. Cornwall drew much of the

ftone fi'om the ruins of Bradwardine caftle for the rebuilding this feat. The prefent

poifeflbr took the name of this family fometime fmce, and is now reprefentative for the

county. A few miles in our way, under a large hill pifturefqucly cloathed, we faw a

white houfe belonging to Major Cotteril, fon to the knight, Sir John, mentioned at

Broadway. (.)nward, on our right we paiTed another new houfe, Mr. Parry's of the

Ware, fronting the memorable and lofty ilation, Creden-hill, ujion which, as we before-

mentioned, is a very great camp, and mighty works, the graft' being inwards as well as

outwards ; and the whole contains by eltimation about 40 acres. About a mile from

this, and nearer the river, lies Kencheiler, fuppofed by Camden and others, to have beea

the Ariconium ofAntoninus, having been dellroyed, as is reported, by an earthquake ;

this fuppofition arifes from fome old walls, called Kenchefter-walls, about which are often

found ftones of inlaid chequer-work, Britifh-bricks, Roman coins, &c. And about

1669, was found in a wood, a great vault with tables of plaifter in it. The vault itfelf

was paved with ftones ; and thereabouts were dug up many pieces of Roman coins,

with large bones, leaden pipes, feveral urns containing afhes, and other veffels, the ufe

of which was unknown. Alfo in 1670, was difcovered a bath here; the brick pipes

which heated it, remaining entire. On the oppofite bank of the river ftands Eaton

Bifhops, fo called from its manor belonging to the Bifhop of Hereford. Here is ano-

ther large camp, containing between 30 and 40 acres, but the works of it are fingle, ex-

cept a little on the weft fide. We faw here a pleafant manfion of Mrs. Philips, mother

to the late member for Hereford, whofe polite attention, and agreeable information,

during our flay here, merits our fmcereft acknowledgments.

The day following we vifited the Duke of Norfolk's fine old place at Holme, about

five miles fouth of this city, The road is by the Wye, exceedingly pleafant, the mea-

dows fertile, and the woody hills luxuriant round them j we palTed an handfome feat

of Mr. Bodenham, at Rotherwafs, fronting a rich wood, and Dindermore hill. Holme

Lacy is an ancient feat of the Scudamores, which thi^y inherited about the reign of Ed-

ward in. by marriage with the heirefs of Iswias, as is faid by Camden and others, but

more probably Lacy, to whom this eftatc certainly belonged and from whom it ac-

quired its additional name. Among thofe indeed, who hearing of the acquifitions of

the Normans in England, came afterwards over expeding to (hare in the general dif-

tribution, and finding England too little to fatisfy their greedy appetites, obtained leave

* Of tin's family wa« the late Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, though party virulence has called him

a raaii of low birth,

of
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of William RufuSj to invade Wales, was Hugh de Laci, who fallicd into Wales, and

won the territory of Ewias in Monmouthfliiro, \)?hertiipon he fixed his callle, which to

this day retains the addition of his name. From a branch of this family, no doubr,

whether by the name of Ewias or Lacy, was derived the title of the Scudamores to this

place. Sir John Scudamore was created vifcount of Sligo in Ireland, July 2d 1 628, the

heirefs of whofe defcendant James, married firft in 1729, Henry Duke of Beaufort,

from whom flie wasdive^rced, and marrying again colonel f.harles Fitzroy, fnatural fon

of the fird duke of Grafton) was mother of Francis her heir, married in 1771, to

Charles, the prefent duke of Norfolk, to whom flie brought this, and other large

ellates in this neighbourhood for life. The approach is through the park to the welt

front, which is a plain dark ftone ftrufture, with very pjroportionable wings. The hall

is very old and magnificent, 48 by 27, and very lofty. The wainfcot is painted ; from

the ceiling hang two ponderous gilt bronzes ; the paintings are very good, particularly

one of Charles I. a perfon holding his horfe, oidy half vifible, and a page holding up his

{garments ; the principal figure is very beautiful, the nlken tint of his coat remarkably

fine ; his hand refts very gracefully on his fide, and the elbow feems to burll from the

canvafs ; the forehand of the horfe is very marterly. This is efleemed one of Vandyke's

bell performances ; there are only two of this kind in the kingdom. Sir James

Scudamore, father to John the firft lord in armour, by the fame 1 believe; vifcount

Scud?more^ a great friend of Charles I. ; admiral Vantrump ; fir John Packington \

a fine portrait of a lady ; Louis XIII, and his queen, 1 639, French. Small dining room
outhe right ; over the chimney, a curious old flower piece, within fome beautiful carved

work, by the famous Gibbons ; the (hell-filh, birds, fruit, &c. are inimitably finifhed.

" There is no inilance (fays Walpole) of a man before Gibbons, who gave to wood
the loofe and airy lightnefs of flowers, and chained together the various productions of

the elements, with a free difordcr natural to each fpecies." On the left of the hall are

two fmall drawing-rooms. In one I obferved fome beautiful needle-worked chairs, &c.

alfo a confiderable difplay of portraits, but we had no catalogue, nor perfon whereby
to obtain certain information. I could frequently diftinguilh the pencil of Vandyke,
Cornelius Janfcn, and Holbein. The ftair-cafe is very lofty, and hung with old pidures

;

this leads up to a large fuite of unfiniflied rooms. The whole of this admirable place

is complete in its flyle ; built, I imagine, about the reign of King William III, by one

of the Scudamores, immediate anceftors of the Duchefs ; Colonel Fitzroy, her father,

had the management during her minority, and did infinite injury to the place, by cutting

down 15000I. worth of timber. The gardens to the fouth front are all in King
William's ftyle of fortifications, furrounded with yew hedges, cut in variety of forms,

according to the talle of that time. Some indeed, have been fuffered to out grow their

original fhape, and are really beautiful. As there are fo few relicks of thefe forts of

antiquities now remaining, it is pity not to have the power of fuch an infpeftion fome-

times ; this is certainly a very fit object for that purpofe, and will, in all probability,

long continue fo. The Duke frequently enjoys it, with a fociety of a few friends; nor
has he an idea of letting it undergo any tranfmutation. Its external beauties are moft
bewitching, from a fituation replete with ceafelefs variety ; the view from the weft end
of the garden, or from the lawn, is fweetly pidurefque, beyond expreflion. A fmall

tower, with another fpire church to the right, and Wr. Lechmere's old white houfe to

the left, all placed in a lovely amphitheatre, formed by fwelling hills and hanging
woods, as the trueft objeds of landfcape. This fcene is again charmingly varied, as

we afcend the hill into the park, oppofite the fouth front of the houfe, which takes in

many other agreeable objects, and naore of the meandring river. Still further on, the

VOL. II. F F diftan-t
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diflant profpeft expands nobly, while the huge oaks, thofe venerable fons of the fored,

fpread their umbrageous arms arc\md our heads, and feem to lament their former

numerous family, fell'd by the deftruftive hand of an unlawful mailer. From the

fummit of this dehghtful park we command feveral vaft hills in Gloucefterfliire

;

black nwuntains in Monmouthfhire, and Brecknock ; thofe over Hereford, and Brad-

wardine, together with Robin Hood's Butts ; alio, Clay Hills in Shropfhire, &c.

Infinitely gratified with this cxcunion we returned with our good friend to dine at

Hereford.

Much more is yet to be feen in thefe parts, which we could not conveniently com-

pafs, lying too oppofitc to our future route. Lord Maiden's noble feat at Hampton-

court, towards Leominfter, is particularly worth notice. Leland fays, " this place was

fumptuoufiy erected by one Sir Lenthall, knt. that thus rofe by fervice. He was

yeoman of the robes to King Henry IV. and being a gallant fellowe, either a daugh-

ter*, or neere kinfwoman of the kinges fell in love with him, and in continuance was

wedded unto him. Whereupon after he fell into eftimation, and had given to him
1 ocol. landes by the yeare for maintenance of him and his wife, and their heirs, among
which landes he had I.udlowe for one part. This Lenthall was viSorious at the

battaile of Agincourt, and tooke many prifoners there, by which prey he beganne the

new building of Hampton-court, and brought from an hill a fpring of water, and

made a little poole within the toppe of this houfe. This Lenthall had a fonne by his

wife ; but he a;ter a few years dyed. Then left he of to build any more at Hampton, and

foone after his wife dyed. Then after he married the daughter of the Lord Grey of

Codontr." Hampton-court afterwards belonged to the Cornwalls, barons of Burford;

and in the reign of Henry VIII. it belonged to the Coningfby's, a family of great note

in thefe parts, of which was fir Thomas Coningfby, who was flieriff of the county,

40th of Queen Elizabeth, and founded an hofpital in Hereford ; from which was de-

fcended Thomas, who was created a baron of Ireland by King William III. and after-

wards a baron and earl of this realm, by the title of Lord Coningfby, of Coningfby in

Lincolnfliire. Margaret, the eldeft of his two daughters, was alio created a baronefs

and Vifcountefs of Hampton-court, from whom by his mother is defcended the prefent

poifeflbr. This was till lately in its perfeft original ftate in form of a caftle ; its fitua-

tion, as we could diftantly difcern, and judge from its vicinity, is in a moft beautiful

vale on the river Lugg, furrounded with the richefl; woods ; the gardens and pleafure

grounds are delightful. His lordfhip has rather mutilated fome of its antique appear-

ance to enjoy modern comforts, as he frequently refides here : within are excellent

portraits of the family, &c. by Holbein, Vandyke, fir i'eter Lely, &c. with King Henry
IV. Queen Elizabeth, &c. Another object: highly worth the attention of a traveller,

is the curious place of Richard Payne Knight, efq. at Downton, near Ludlow, (for

which place he is member) but within the northern limits of this county. This gentle-

man laving feen moll of the beft edifices, both ancient and modern, and being en-

dowed with a natural fondneis for the architefture of caftles, &c. was determined to

raife, from divers hints he had colleded from the various ftyles of building, fomething

to refemble the habitations of ancient barons, more peculiar than could pofTibly be

found elfewhere. In this I undcrftand he has fucceecJed fo as to be the admiration of

all vifitors. No lefs a fum than 6o,oool. has been expended for this purpofe.

We left Hereford, and purfued our tour to Rofs ; the firfi; hill called Aconbury, is

very fteep, and commands a moft extcnfive valley furrounded with boldcft fcenery.

• 'ill's lady was Margaret coheir of Richard Fitzalan, fourth carl of Arundel of that family.

8 The
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The black mountains fo often mentioned, St. Michael's mount, and Sugarloaf, are very

prominent features. In the vale on our right (lands a large manfion of Sir Richard
Symmoiis, bart. called the Meend. Beyond this road affords nothing interefting for

feveral miles : pafs through the iinall village, Landenabo, and a little to the K'ft lee

Harewood. Sir Hungerford Hofl-iins's old feat, which has been long the refidence

of the family, and greatly improved by the prefent owner.

This is no doubt the fpot, or near it, where in the reign ofEdgar, Ethelwold, that

king's miniffer, had a caille (faid to be in Harcwood-foreft,) which is the fcene of

Maion's dramatic poem of Elfrida. The flory of it is briefly this, Edgar greatly en-

amoured of the famed beauty of Elfrida, daughter of Orgar, earl of Uevonfliire, fends

Ethelwold to offer her his crown in marriage. Whereupon Ethelwold falls violently

in love with her himfelf, and marries her fecretly
;
perfuading the king upon his re-

turn, that there was nothing extraordinary in her beauty. Edgar at length being in-

formed of the truth, fees her, falls defperately in love, and determines to make her his

own ; the event of which is quite perverted by the poet, for inltcad of that facred at-

tachment to Ethelwold, which the drama exhibits, the hiftorical fact fliews that her

beauty was too much tinftured with vanity, not to be moved by the addrelfes of the

king. Upon which he orders the unfufpeding huil)and to goto Northumberland on
pretended bufmefs. But the unfortunate earl never performed his journey. lie was
found dead in a wood, where he was thought at firft to be murdered by robbers, but

the eyes of the people were foon opened, when they faw that the king, inflead of

making due fearcli after the murderers, married the widow. Some fay, that Edgar
flew Ethelwold with his own hand at a hunting match. Malmfbury fays, he took

Ethelwold into a wood (Harewood-foreft) upon pretence of hunting, and killed him
there with his lance. The natural fon of this nobleman happening to come in at this

accident, and viewing the dead body of his father, the king fternly alked him, " how
he liked the game ?" The youth replied calmly, that whatlbever pleafed the king,

ought not to be difpleafing to him. This courtly anfwer, on fo moving an occafiouj

furprized the king, and gave him a ftrong affeftion for the young man ever after.

This ftory leaves room to fufpeft, the monkifh hiftorians have pa (Ted over in filence

feveral of Edgar's adions, when they endeavoured, by their exceifive commendations,

to make him pafs for a faint.

Hence the road is intolerably rough, but might eafily be mended by breaking their

hard materials fmaller. We next faw Peterftowe, a neat retirement, whofe fmall fpire

and church are exceedingly pifturefque. A little further we infpefted the ruins of

Wilton Caffle, on the river Wye, oppofite Rofs, from which the fpire and bridge are

very fine objeds, together with the wood-crowned hills called the Chafe. Wilton
Caftle was the chief feat of the barony of the Greys of this place, by the marriage of
Reginald Grey, Juflice of Chefter, with Maud, the heirefs of Henry de Longchamp,
Baron of Wilton, in the reign of Edward I. From hence a long train of valourous

peers fucceflively enjoyed this place down to William Lord Grey of Wilton. Though
earlier than this they much frequented their feats at Blechley and Whaddon liall in

Bucks before-mentioned ; and in the time of this William, the Caftle of Wilton was
much fallen to decay. This brave nobleman, in the reign of Queen Mary, defended

Calais againlt the French with wonderful valour, till at length his Ibldiers

mutinying in defpair, he was obliged to yield it up, and became himfelf a pri-

foner, in which itate he continued, till he redeemed himfelf for 24,000 crowns ; a

fum, which almoft ruined his eftate. He was afte;-wards general of the forces fent

into Scotland. Having lived to all the great purpofes of life, but felf-interefl, he died

F F 2 1562,
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1562, no lefs to the public forrow of England, which he fecured, than to the common
jov of Scotland, which he awed. His fon Arthur lord Grey, a foldier as famous as his

father, endeavoured to advance his lefTened edate by his valour, and hrlt was wounded

at the fiege of Leith, 1 560, and afterwards was fent over lord deputy of Ireland, and

there finally fupprelled the rebellion of Defmond. But there is another caufe, why
his memory will live, long after his feats of arms are forgotten. He was the early

patron of Spenfer, the poet, who went over to Ireland with him as his fecretary, upon

which he had a grant from Queen Elizabeth of 3000 acres of land in the county of

Cork. His houfe was in Kilcolman ; and here he finifhed his Fairy Queen ; the river

MuUa, which he has more than once introduced in his poems, ran through his grounds.

The world can never be grateful enough to the man, under whofe patronage fo ex-

quifite a poem was written. The gratitude of the poet will live for ever*. Lord

Grey died i593t. His fon "William the laft lordj a puritan, but a very hopeful young

man, was attainted as an accomplice in Sir Walter Raleigh's fuppofed plot, and died in

prifon much pitied§. At what time this family parted with Wilton Caftle is not exaftly

known ; but 'tis probable it was parted with by lord William, the grandfather, among
the patrimony he was obliged to alienate for raifing his ranfom, fmce it belonged to

John, firll lord Chandos, who married his fifler ; and from him it became the feat

of hisfecond fon Charles, who refided here, as well as his poflerity, down to James the

magnificent duke, of whom an account has been given under Cannons. Philips, in

liis poem, called Cyder, makes the following honourable mention of this family, origi-

nally natives of the county :

" Where (hall we find

Men more undaunted|| ? fortlieJr countrj-'s weal

More prodigal of life ? In ancient days

The Roman legions, and great Cxfar found

Our fathers no mean foes, and CrefTy plains

And Agincourt, deep-ting'd with blood, confefs

What the Silures vigour unwithlfood

Could do in rigid fight ; and chiefly what

Brydges wide waiting hand, firft gartered knight,

^

PuifTant author of great Chandos' ftcm,

High Chandos, that tranfmits paternal worth,

* " Mod noble lord, the pillar of my life.

And patron of my mufc's pupillage,

Through whofe large bounty poured on me rife,

In the tirft fcsfon of my feeble age,

1 now do live, bou«id yours by vatTalage," &c.

Sonml to lord Grey prffixed lo tht Fairy ^een,

\ Henry Fitzalan Earl of Arundel, when (leward at King Edward's coronation, or conllabie at Queen

Mary's, was the firft that rid in a coach in England ; this lord Grey was the firft that brought a

coach to Ireland. Lloyd's Stale Worthies,

\ The title of Baron de Wilton has lately been revived in the pcrfon of fir Thomas Egerton, bart.

dclccnded from the filler and coheir of this William ; but not entitled to the ancient honour, both becaufe

of the attainder, and the obeyance.

fj Weldon's Court of James I. p. 30.

II
Than thofeof Herefordlhire.

^ Tlii< is an hirtorical inaccuracy. Sir John Chandos, one of the firll knights of the gaiter, was uncle

to Alice the wife of Sir Thomas Brydge*, an;<.llur of die Biyd^cs's,

Prudence
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Prudence, and ancient prowefc, and renown,
T' his noble offspring*. O tlirice happy peer!
Tliat blell with hoary vigour, view'il ihyfclf

Frefh blooming in thy generous fon ; whofe h'pi

I'lowing with nervous eloquence exaft.

Charm the wife Lnate, and attention win
In deeped councils : Ariconium pleas'd.

Him, as her chofcn worthy, firft ialutes
;

Him, on th' Iberian, on the Gallic fUore,

Him hardy Britons blefs ; his faithful hand
Conveys new courage from afar, nor more
The general's conduft, than his care avails."

The remaining ruins of the caftle are very inconfiderable ; there being nothing but a

low fquare wall, enclofing a garden, with the appearance of a turret in one angle.

This with Aconbury, Dewfall, and mofl; of the other Chandos eftates in this county,
were foldfome years back to Guy's hofpital. In Peterftowe church, in which parifh this

ftands, are no handfome monuments, but two or three flat flones to the memory of
this family. We now crofled the bridge of fix large arches, and came along the fide

of an high caufeway to the town. This admirable convenience for paflengers in time

of floods, owes its origin to the celebrated man of Rofs, (Mr. Kyrle) whofe liberal and
charitable fervices to this town, are monuments too durable foon to be erafed. The
lines ofPope moft applicable to the fpot we are now upon, are the following

:

" Pleafed Vaga echoes thrcagh her winding bounds.
And rapid Severn hoarfe applaufe refounds.

Who hung with woods yon mountain's fultry brow ?

From the dry rock who bade the water flow ?

Not to the fkies in ufelefs columns toft.

Or in proud falls magnificently loft.

But clear and artlefs pouring through the plaia,

Health to the lick, and folace to the fv»ain
;

Whofe caufeway parts the vale with fhady rows,
Whofe feats the weary traveller rcpofe :

Who taught that heaven-direfted fpire to rife ? .

The man of Rofs,' each lifping babe replies."

We now afcended this high town, and viewed the charming fcenes from its church,
yard ; dined at the king's arms, the houfe in which that famous charafter lived and
died ; his portrait is ftill Ihewn here, which, though but a daub in colouring, is valued
for its extreme Ukenefs.

About two miles from hence is Bollitree, the birth-place and refidence of William
Merrick, author of the Camelion, the Monkies, and other lively poems in Dodfley's
coUedion. The following poetical defcription by him of this place, never before pub-
liihed, was given me by a near relation of his, with many other of his manufcripts.

Near where proud Penyard's woods arife,

Whence Cambria's hills falute our eyes,

On a fair fpot enclofed with wood.
That long the rage of time has ftood.

Stands Bollitree. In days of yore.

Ere Lancafter the fceptrc bore,

Well known to fame.'

* James lord C. father of the firft duke. What follows is a pleafing contraft (0 iRc ill-natured charafler,
hj Pope, of the duke under the name of Timon, before-mentioned.

Old
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Old Gaunt, 'tis faid had feen the place,

And Hereford's renowned grace.

There deign'd to fpend a fecial hour,

Whilll virtue charm'd him more than pow'r.

When haplefs Richard's wretched reign

Cauf'd Briton's fons to feek tlie plain.

It's mafter*, lov'd of Hereford,

Join'd with him, and drew the fword,
And whiiil our Henrys bore the fway,

At BoUitree how blefs'd the day !

When fam'd Eliza rul'd the land,

And gallant Eflex held command,
A branchf from this old fpot deriv'd.

In Spain right hardy deeds atchiev'd
;

There Cales (unhappy) felt a blow.

That laid her lofty turrets low.

And when by too fevere a fate,

Btave Eflex felt the ax's weight,

Firm to his much lov'd lord he ftood.

And feal'd his frienddiip with his blood.

But late from hence, high honour bore,

Ev'n to remoteft India's fliore.

In evil hour a daring fwainj
;

In beauty's bloom he preft the plain
;

Ah ! haplefs youth of foul fincere.

Receive the heart-beftowing tear

;

Since fate thy vital thread has (horn,

Eternal laurels grace thy uin !

Sacred to you, deferving dead.

This ancient fabrick rears its head.

Arches with ivy overgrown,
And walls of mofs-bemantled (lone,

Again reftor'd in awful (late.

Your honour'd memory await.

Acctpt the humble tribute paid,

And peaceful deep each hallow'd (hade.

Scenery of fuch inimitable beauty as that viewed down the river Wye, which is un-
queftionably unique, neceflarily requires a minute detail and analization of its conftitu-

ent parts; the fleepnefs of its banks ; its mazy courfe ; the ground, woods, and rocks,

and every other native and artificial ornament. Thefe are moft accurately and admi-
rably defined by the celebrated comparer of natural and artificial landfcape, Mr.
Gilpin, in his excurfion down this river in 17705, for which purpofe he has employed his

fecond fedion ; and I think with much greater fuccefs than the fubfequent defcription.

This indeed, as he previoully obferves, might be attributed to his having feen them
under the circumftances of a continued rain. Leaving my reader therefore to fumifli

himfelf with the neceflary outlines from that able delineator, I fhall proceed to give

the refult of thefe combinations under the aufpicious beams we now viewed them.

For this purpofe we procured a boat for a guinea and a half, to take us to Monmouth,

* Thomas Mcyricke.
•] Sir Gwillim Merrick, knighted at Cales, for his valour.

j Lieutenant Samuel Hoi kins, of Col. Draper's regiment, (lain at the fiege of Fort St. George,
(iSephcw to the late William Merrick, of BoUitree.)

§ This little work is become fo fcarce, that I was not able previoufiy to procure a copy ; the hints and
occafional dtfcriptionsof fuch a companion were highly dcfirable, and would hive been of infinite afiillance,

but I was forced to be content in an after compaiifon.

in
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in which wc embarked about three o'clock, and leaving Wilton cafllc* on our right,

pafll'd the noble bridge welhvard in continual Terpentine nearly four miles, without
any very ftriking feature to attraft our notice. We were amufed with feme fifhermen
in their curious little boats, angling for trout and grealing ; thefe delicate vehicles are
made of wicker, or balkct work, and covered on the oufidc with prepared canvafs,

which they paddle down the ftream, and carry on their backs home again, like turtles

in their fliells. P»Ir. Gilpin mentions this curious vehicle, called a coricle, probably
from the ancient boat which vi-as formed of leather, and gives the following curious

ftory of an adventurous fellow, " who for a wager, once navigated a coricle as far as

Lundy ifle, at the mouth of the Britifli channel. A full fortnight or more he fpent in

this dangerous voyage ; and it was happy for him that it was a fortnight of ferene
weather. Many a current and many an eddy ; many a flowing tide, and many an
ebbing one, afforded him occafion to exert all his ikill and dexterity. Sometimes
his little bark was carried leeward, and fometimes as far windward ; but dill he recover-

ed his courfe, perfevered in his undertaking ; and at length happily atchieved it.

When he returned to the New-Weir, report fays, the account of his expedition was
received like a voyage round the world." We now came oppofite Mr. Gilpin's fecond
landfcape, Goodrich caflle, a moll romantic relick of mofs-grown towers, which more
than anfwered every idea of his pencil, or defcription ; the vafl; hill, called copper-
wood apparently on the right, though really far beyond, adds greatly to the boldnefs
of this profpeft. William Earl Marfhall had a grant of this caftle 5th of fving John.
In the reign of Edward III. this was the chief feat of Gilbert lord Talbot, great grand-
father of John, the firfl: earl of Shrewfbury, to whom, and his pofterity, it continued
the principal refidence, till Gilbert, 7th Earl, left three daughters his coheirs, ofwhom
Elizabeth carried this caftle to her hufband, Henry Grey, earl of Kent, who died S. P.

1639, yet this place feems to have gone to his collateral relations, earls of Kent, down
to the late duke. Down the next reach on our left, a beautiful livery of green clothed
the furrounding fteeps ; this is the general complexion of the adjacent country, for
every ten or twelve years, the woods are cropped quite clofe to the ground, principally

to fupply the forges and furnaces with charcoal, &c. and as they fprout again this de-
lightful verdure appears fcarce diftinguilhable, at fome diftance, from the mod luxu-
riant crops. As in other fpots their vigour is increafed, or come to full growth, dif-

ferent tints and {hades are feen, which conftitute the wonderful variety fo peculiar to

thefe fcenes. The hill beyond, on our right, is covered with lime kilns ; we faw a
fmall hut by the water fide carelefsly heaped together, which, according to eftablifhed

cuftom, the indigent natives raife in the night ; this, if they can accomplilh it fo as to cover
in, and boil a pot within the fpace of twelve hours unmolefted, becomes their own, and
they are allowed to inclofe a fufficient quantity of land round it, and to rebuild a more
fuitable cottage ; thus in a few years by this laudable cullom and indulgence, the
whole face of the country wears a general afpeft of cultivation, and the moll barren
fpots become adorned with woods gardens and orchards. This in miniature refembles
the great world at large in its original Hate of nature, with this reftriction, that their

king is already eflabliihed ; they may wage wars and have trivial holtilities about in-

fringements of property, and other jealoufies or animofities, but no violent danger can
enfue ; the lord of the manor has the fupreme power, to keep them in awe, and reftify

thefe commotions in their ftate. We next pafled fome iron works on our left j called

• Mr, Gilpin, by a deception in this winding river, has defcribed this ruin as on the oppofite bank.

Bifliop'c-
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Biihop's-wood-furnace, belonging to a company at Rofs and Briflol ; the fcene here

j^reatly improves, and the flream flows through a winding avenue of richer cloathing.

In the reach below this, is Ledbroke colliery, a very plentiful mine and of good quality ;

which fupplies Rofs, and various places at 133. per ton. After fo much grandeur and

tranquillity, this bufy contrail upon the banks of the wharf produced a new and lively

efFeft. A little lower on the right. Hands Courtfield, an ancient pile, with an arti-

ficial ruin above, belonging to Mr. Vaughan. A few fine deer were bounding on the

ridgey banks; the parilh church in miniature, juft below, is truly piclurefque; it is

called Welch Bicknor to dillinguifli it from another village of the fame name about two

miles below, on the oppofite fide of the river, in Gloucefterfliire, which now only di-

vides the two counties, but was formerly the boundary between the Welch and Engiifli

;

according to this verfe ofNecham :

" Inde va^os Vaga Cambrenfes, hinc refpicit Anglos."

•' Hence Wye the Englifh views, and tlience the Welch." ,

In this church is a chalice of great antiquity, being from its date made in 1 176, and

although finilhed in a very rough manner, it has fome refemblance to thofe ufed in the

prefent age. It is fuppofed that it was made by fome of thofe Arabians living in the

Norman territories near the borders of Spain, who embraced the Chriflian religion,

and was by them brought to Britany or Normandy, and from thence to England. At
Engiifli Bicknor, a triangular bufliy mount hangs like a noble rampart to the water at

the next reach. The verdant rocks now fpread their tufted heads in variegated order,

and at the half way point, the abrupt cliffs, called Coldwell, opened an amphitheatre

of romantic beauties, beyond the power of words or canvafs to exprefs; the creeping

ever-greens upon the protuberances of each mouldering rock, and the profufion of

other hanging foliage, prefent a variety of vivid tints inimitably foft and fine. No
tapeftry of art, not even of the rich Gobelins* can poflibly excel this admirable pro-

dudion of the loom of nature ; we only wanted fun to paint the colours flrongcr.

The mafly heaps beneath thrown from their native rocks by the devaftation of time,

are very curious, and fome of them little inferior to the famous Bowdar-flone in Bor-

rowdale; one in particular, infinitely more deferves the fimilitude " of a fhip lying on

its keel," immerfed too in the bofom of thefe lucid flreams. We now came to the

fecond ferry called Hudfon's-rope, at Whitechurch, which, to give an idea of the

beauteous courfe of this river, is feven miles diflant from the upper one, at Goodriche,

by water, and only one by land. The parifli church here is another pidurefque objeft

on the verge of the water, fo near as fometimes to be furroundcd by the flood ; the

vaft hills beyond are remarkably bold, and form a fublime termination to this reach.

The thinly fcattered cots, as we approached the new Weir, are richly reclufe ; no
gripe of poverty, no perplexing cares feem to difturb thefe quiet haunts ; a more pri-

majval fcene cannot well be conceived to exifl:. Pafling through a lock we faw the

bufy Cyclops working on the oppofite fhore, and as the evening was far advanced and

rather overcaft, this fcene became more aweful and fublime.

The moon ftarce feated on her filver car,

The veil of night hung heavy o'er the world.

And o'er the folemn fcene fuch (llllnefs reign'd.

As 'twere a paufe of nature : on the banks

• A houfe in Paris, in the fuburb of St, Marceau, fo called from Giles Gobelin, an excellent dyer,

who found out the fccrct of dying fcarkt, In the reign of Francis I. This is tiic place where tliey ma;;e

the fined tapeftry ia Europe.
*^

6 No
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No muimun'ng billow breaks, but all is hudi'd
;

Save ever ami anon the tluiiid'rinp; llroke

Tlrat beats the fiery mafs. While upwards rife

The f.'uciaky volumes fparkliiig thro' the air.

But hark ! the fu'.l adcmMed owls bcj^in

To (li rick iheir orgies niid'll the rocks and woods.
Peiif'ive I lit aud hear tlie frightful din

Rcfponfive echoing thro' the lu'leu flcics,

'Tdl, Inll'd by mull,- of the dafliii-.g oar,

My uutun'd lull agaiu liiids fweet repofe.*

We now lanJeJ at the firfl convenient place, and walked on the turnpike road near
two miles to Monmouth where we flept, and in the morning took a curfory view of this

ancient capital, of this formerly a Welch, but now an EngliOi, county. It is fitiiated

at the conllux of the Wye and Munnow, whenc- it derives its name, it difplays many
marks of antiquity, and has been much more flourifhing than at profent. The general
white complexion of the houfes gives it a neat and animated look ; but the only build-

ings worth notice are the church and town-hall, both very handfome, and the latter

may vie with mod places of much greater confequence. The Britains called it Mvnwy ;

on the north fide, \\here it is not guarded by the river, it was originally cncompaiied
with a ftrong wall and fofs. In the midft of the town are the ruins of the caflle, which
flourilhed at the conqueft. At that time William the fon of Baderon had the cuflody

of thofe four carucates of land, within the cadle, which were the king's demeQie.
Withenock, his fon, furnamed de Monmouth, built a church within the caftle, and
gave it to the monks of St. Florence, at Salmure in France. His fon Baderon, in the

reign of Henry II. granted to the monks at Monmouth, in exchange for Hodonock,
three forges, fituate upon the river Wye, free from any toll, palTage, foreltage, or
any other cuftom for the iron made therein. By this it appears, how anciently the iron

worlds before defcribed were carried on in thefe parts. His grand fon John, baron of
Monmouth, who had the cuftody of the caftle of Striguil, ijth of Henry III. gave
about that time to the monks of St. Florence at Salmure, in pure alms, the hofpital of
St. John at Monmouth. This nobleman having no iffue male, in confideration of
certain lands, which Prince Edward granted him for his life, gave to the faid prince,

and his heirs for ever, his caftle and honor ofMonmouth, and all other his lands and
tenements, which grant was confirmed by the king 13th September, 40th Henry III.

and in the 41ft of that king he died. From this time it continued in the crown, and
enjoyed many privileges ; but derived its greateft glory from giving birth to Henry V,
(from hence, furnamed of Monmouth) the great conqueror of France, and fecond
ornament of the Lancaflrian family, who, by dired force of arms, fubdued that king-

dom, and reduced Charles VI. to the greateft extremity. This was alfo the birth-

place of the famous hillorian Geffrey of Monmouth, mentioned before as buried at

Abingdon.

In order to vary thefe fcenes as much as pofTible, we difmiffed our boat at Mon-
mouth, and went by land to Tintern-abbey ; as the upper part of the river affords mofl
variety in a boat, this plan was undoubtedly the belt. As we proceeded on the road
to Chepflow, and pafTed Troy-houfe, a fine old feat of the duke of Beaufort, now only
in'^abited by a fleward and farmer, the autumnal glow of nature, attendant on noc-
turnal fhowers, gave us the higheft idea of the town's charming fituation and fcenery,

* Parody on part of the firft Scene, A(fk third, of the Grecian Daughter.

VOL. II. 00 prote^lcj
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protected on all fides by hills of the fweeteft verdure, even to their utmoft fummits,

the ftreams of Vaga murmuring at their feet.*

As vv'e afccnded the hill before us, each progredive flep aflordcd an infinite variety

of waving mountains, vallies and woods, interfperfcd with white cots, feats, &c. &c.

and backed by the majeftic heads of Sugar-loaf, and Brecknockfhire black mountains.

Having gained this lofty fuinmit, we deviated a little to the right of the road, to obfeiTe

the diitant ruins ofRagland caflle, once a moft powerful and glorious place. Thomas
ap Gwillem ap Jenkin, (anceflor of the Herberts) obtained it by marrying Maud,
daughter and htir of Sir John Morley, knt. lord of this caifle and other large poflef-.

fions, in the time of Richard If. from hence it came to the earls of Pembroke, and

from them to the earls of Worcefter, in the fame manner as Tintern and Chepftow.

William, firfl: marquis of Worcefter, maintained this caflle with a garrifon of 800 men
fi-om 1642, to Auguft 19th, 1646, without receiving any contribution from the

country, and then yielded it to Sir Thomas Fairfax upon very honourable term.s.

This was among the lafl places in England that held out againfl the rebels. Then it

was that (according to Gilpin's expreflion) " Cromwell laid his iron hand upon it,

and {battered it into ruins ; to which it owes it prefent pi£lurefque form." All the

timber in thefe parks that lay near the houfe, was cut down and fold, which (though

there was no coppice wood) amounted by the account of the committee themfelves to

37,coo cords of wood. The lead of the caflle was fold for 6,oocl. and a great part of
the timber to the citizens of Briflol, to rebuild the houfes on the bridge there, that had

been lately burnt. The lofs to the family, during the troubles, was computed at

loojoool. an eflateto the value of 20yOoo\. per annum being fequeflered, befides what

they fold in thofe necefTitous times.f

The afped from hence became dreary and unpleafant, and the fervency of the noon-

tide fun was now almofl as intenfe as Midfummer, without a fhade to guard us from its

powers. We now left the great road at the village of Turlington, and pafled through

hollow and uncouth tracks, feldom attempted by any carriages but thofe of the natives
;

after a few fpecimens of pleafing reclufe fcenery, we enter a profound dell for feveral

miles; a gurgling brook winding through the umbrageous cavity which fupplies a

number of large iron works above the village of Abbey-Tintcrn : Mr. Tanner is the

oftenfible manager ; the duke of Beaufort the great proprietor. We infpeililed the

principal furnace, and faw the ore, which is moflly brought from that vaft fource, at

Furnefs in Lancafhire, difTolved by the blafl of immenfe bellows, worked upon the

modern conflrudtion of cylinder pumps. ITiey have a method of feparating the beft

qualities from the drofs, by a water wheel and hammers, from which they colled con-

nderable quantities of pure metal, and the powder fells to the glafs-houfes for their ufe.

Lower down are various forges, for the purpofe of ftriking this mutilated ore, into

every requifitc fize and form ot the broadefl bars to the finelt wires.

Iron, the mofl ufeful, and through the wife diflribution of Providence, the moft

common of all metals, is plentifully found in all parts of the Britifli dominions. It is.

found in Cornwall, Cuinbcrlund, Derbyfliire, Devon, Durham, Glouceflerfhire,.

* Mr. Gray's obfervation on this fweet place is thus fotinJ in a letter, dated May :4^th, 17 71, giving

an account of his preceding fumnier's tour, in which the river Wye was tlic piiiicipnl feature. " Mon-
moutti, (fayr. he) which is a town I never heard mentioned, lies on the fame river, in a vale, that is the

deliglit of my eyes, and the very feat of pleaure."

f From the time this caftle was rendered uninhabi-table, the family have fixed their chief refidence ut

Bjd.Tninltn, in GJcutcilerlhirc.

ll^nts.
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Ilants, Kent, Lancafliirc, Moninouthfliirc, Slirop{hii-c, Sonierfotihire, Staftbrdfhire,

.Suffex, Warwickfliire, Wiltihirc, Yorklhire, and in a great many other parts oi'

North-Britain, Ireland, and in North America. ThcKomans probably were the firft

who wrought our mines, their medals having been found aniongll the heaps of flags

and cinders. I'he ore hath various appearances ; fonie is called brufli ore, as being
compofed of threads growing on a red kind of earth, or hanging from the tops of caves,

or Old works, fome in floncs of a reddifli, blue, or grey colour, fometimes in a fort of
ftiff unftuous clay, and fometimes in a black fand.* The veins or loads, like thqfe of
tin, are of very different dimenfions, and their contents of very different natures,

which rather than their fize determine its value. Some ore is roafled before it can be
fmeltcd. This lafl: operation is performed in a large open furnace, the fuel and ore
being mixed, and the fue kept to the greateft heat by immenfe bellows, moved by
a large water wheel. It is from this and other improvements, that our mines yield

much more than formerly ; when they fcarce made in their foot-blafts or bloomeries,

ICO weight in a day, leaving :is much or more metal in their flags ; whereas they now
make feveral tons of iron in the fame fpace, and leave a mere cinder. When the metal

is melted, it is let out of the receivers into a bed of fand, which hath one large, and
feveral fmall divifions, in which it cools. The iron in the large divifion is called a fow,

and in the fmaller, pigs. Pig iron, the metal thus fit for iome ufes, fuch as pots,

kettles, bombs, and other coarfe works, is not malleable. In order to give it that ne-

ceflary quality, it is carried ta the forges, and there heated and hammered in various

directions, till the heterogeneous matter, or vitrious impurities being expelled, it is

thoroughly incorporated and welded together. From this forge, which is called the

finery, it is taken to another called the chafrey, where it is alfo heated and hammered
into large bars. After this it is divided at the flitting mills, and then is fl:iled bar iron.

In ihisftate it is complete as a commodity, and fitforfale; the ufes of which are too

many, and too well known to admit or require an explanation.! There are but few-

forts of iron which, though ufeful in other rcfpecls, are fit for being converted into

fteel. The red iron ore from Furnefs in Lancafliire, produces an iron, which is as

tough as Spanifli iron, it makes very fine wires ; but when converted into bars, it is

not efl;eemed fo good as that which is got in the foreft of Dean and other places. The
melting or cafliing of (leel was introduced at Sheffield, about 40 or 50 years ago, by
one Waller from London, and was afterwards much praftifed by one Huntfman, from
whom fteel fo prepared, acquired the name of " Huntfman's caff fteel. " It was at firft

fold for i4d. but may now be had for lod. a pound ; it cofts 3d. a pound in being
melted, and for drawing ingots of it into bars of the fize of razors, they pay only 6d. a
100. Before this art was introduced at Sheffield, all the caft fteel ufed in the kingdom
was brought from Germany. | Steel is made from iron by cementation, which by the

fkill and induftry of the artificers is raifed to a very high value in all the finer manu-
faftures, particularly at Woodftock, as we there defcribed. The reafon why we have
fo much iron imported, isbecaufe the inhabitants of thofe countries abounding in wood,
can make it cheaper. For iron being fmelted in an open fire with charcoal, the oil of
which isfuppofed to make it tough, few parts of this kingdom can afford the expence.
In Colebroke dale, in Shropfhire, pit coal has been ufed with fuccefs, which if gene-
rally introduced with the fame fuccefs, would be very advantageous to the nation.

* Plot's Natural Hlftory of Staffonlfiiirc, p 15c.—Woodward's Hinory of FofTils, vol. i. p. 22'^. &c.— Hill's Hiftory of Foffila, p. 6^9, and Boilafe'a Natural Hirtoiy of Cornwall, p. lyj, as cittd in Camp-
bell's Survey, f Campbell's Survey.

t Watfon's Chemiftty.
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We now approached the venerable object of our deviation, Tintern Abbey, hid in a
mod fequeftered fpot by the river Wye. Before thefe populous manufactures were
here thought of, how pafling excellent mull this fituation have been for monaflic life

and difcipline. However thcfe iron works have been very anciently in ufe in difF<-rent

parts of the banks of the Wye, as has appeared under Monmouth. The ruins of Fur-

nefstnuft yield to Tintern, both in point of pifturefque beauty, prefervation, and curi-

ofity ; we might gaze with frefli delight and admiration for hours on this perfcd fkele-

ton of Gothic architedure The internal dimenfions from eafl to weft are yy yards,

from north to fouth 53. The eafl, well, north, and fouth windows, and centre arches,

are of an equal height 6y feet, the weft window itfelf is 60. The following is the ac-

count given of its origin. This abbey, dedicated to God and the Virgin Mary, was
founded about the year 1131, by Walter Fitz-Richard de Clare, lord of Carewtn and
?Y<Ionmouthfliire. Richard de Clare, furnamed Strongbow (nephew to the fumder)
gave divers lands and privileges to the abbot and monks hereof, who were of the Cifler-

cian order, obliging them to pray for their fouls and thofe of his and his wife's an-

ceftors. K oger de Bigot, earl of Norfolk, added to thefe benefactions. It has been
famous for the tombs and monuments of feveral great perfons, principally of theafore-

faid Walter de Clare ; Gilbert, earl of Pembroke, brother to the founder ; Walter,
earl of Pembroke, and marflial of England, and his brother Anfeim, laft earl of that

family ; William Herbert, earl of Pembroke, who being in the difputes between the

houfesofYork and Lancafler, was taken prifoncr in Banbury right, and being be-

headed, lies buried here. Befides the effigy of Gilbert de Clare, which is in good pre-

fervation, and fome others, the key ftones of many arches are feen in a perfeft ftate of

fine fculpture. The duke of Beaufort takes great delight in having the whole of this

magnificent relick preferved, which before was in a ftate of mculdering obfcurity. At
its fupprefhon the revenues were rated at igil. is. 4<i. per annimi The following

lines from Mafon's Englifli Garden, book firft, are a fine poetic picture, applicable to

the fcenes we have been defcribing. " In thy fair domaiiij" fays the author, addreffing

the genius of his country,
* " Many a glade is found,

The haunt of wood-gods only ; where if art

Ere dar'il to tread, 'twss with unfandal'd foot,

Priiitlcff, as if the place were holy ground.

And there are fcenes, wliert, tho' flie whilom trod.

Led by the worfl of j^uldeF, fell tyranny,.

And rullikfs f'iperllitiou, we now trace

Her footftcps witli delight ; and plcas'd revere

What once we (hould have liated But to time,

Not her, the praife is due ; his gradual touch

Has moulder'd into beaut\ many a tow'r,

Which, whtn it frown'd with all it-s hattlcnunts,

AVos only terrible ; and many a fane

Monaftic, wliicli. when deck'd with all its fpircs,

Sirv'd but to feed foinc pamptr'd Abbot's pride,

And awe tlit unletter'd vulgar. Generous youth
Whoe'er thou art, that lilien'll to my lay,

And ftel'll thy foul aflViit lo what I fing,

Happy art tiiou, if ihon canll c-ill thine own,
Such Icenes as thefe, where nature, and A^'htre time
Have work'd congenial ; where a fcatttred holl

Of antiipie oaks daiktn ihy fide long hills ;

Whili. lulhing thro' their branchc., lifted cliffs

Dart their wbite lieads, and glitter thro' the gloom ;

Moll nappy llili, it oi.e fuperior rock

IJeat on hi brow the (hiver'd fragment huge
Of
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Of fome old Norman forlrefa ; liappier far,

Ah, thtn mod happy, if thy vile beloiv,

AVafh, with the cryftal coolnt:fs of its rills,

Some mouWiing abbey's ivy-veftefl walls."

After a diilicult accefs, through a narrow rough lane, to the fummit of the hill which

leads to ('hepitovv, the contrail: was more wonderful ; from the narrow confines of

the wildeft deli, and the fecluded haunts of monadic folitude, to the vafl expanse that

here burfts upon our view ; towns, villages, feats and woody lawns, with the noble Se-

vern rolling to the ocean, and tliofe iflands called the Holmes, are the objedts of this

fublime fcenci'y.

Between this and Chepftow {lands Persfield, famous for the much admired walks of

the ingenious Mr. Morris, which we now vifited. This place originally belonged to

the Rous's, and was bought by Mr. Morris, and beautified molt confonant to the na-

tural endowments of rock, and water. He enjoyed it till within thefe three years, mofl:

hofpitably inviting all company to partake of its inimitable delights. The grounds are

now not in fuch perfection, nor fo cxtcnfive; thewhole length of them is about five

miles, but fmce the prefent purchafer, Mr. Smith, has had the place, one half are grown
wild and not at prefent difplaved. He has however begun to open them again, and

is greatly altering the whole ; whether his new models will be more valu -d than the

originals, time and tafte mull: determine; many of the beautiful ferpentines, I fear, from
what we now obferved, will be thrown into (Irait lines. The whole was an advanta-

geous purchafe for 26,5001. and this gentleman intends foon to ere6b a new and excellent

.

nianfion.

The firfl view we had after we eirtered this fcenery of enchantment, was a pleafmg

fight ofChepltow caftle, cliffs, &c. Alio l.andcaught cliffs and the broad Severn be-

yond. 1 he next opening, we beheld a wonderful dip of 500 feet perpendicular into

the Wye, whofe waters were not fo agreeable and lucid as above, where the briny waves

of ocean had not adulterated them. We next came to a fweet point, called the Pleafant

View, truly defcriptive of its name. Next from a bench, land-caught woods and rocks

were molt majeftic and fine, the river winding nobly underneath ; oppofite the cave

are bow railings with a feat, which if we compare the works of nature with thofeofart,

may be called a front box of one of the compleatefl theatres iii the univerfe ; the whole

appears from hence a perfect circular theatre, marked out by the furrounding wood-
fringed cliffs. Here wants no painted canvafs to exprefs its fcenery, nature's fweetv-

landfcape is quite enough, and inltead of an artificial fky depicted over our heads, the

blue vault of heaven hangs fublime and lovely. Returning from this we afcended on
a path above the cave which leads to a fimilar box to the one deicribed, that is called the

Lovers Leap. Having taken a final view of the fcenery fi-om this tremendous precipice, .

we were conduced to the corner of an adjacent field,where ftandsthe Temple,command- •

ing a mofl glorious profpect in an oppofit-e direction; the conflux ofWye and Severn,- the

Briflol channel opening into the main fea,thefmokeofthat great city on the oppofite ihores,

interfpcrfed with fnow-white houfes, Sec. while the reflexion of the letting fun gilded

their windows, .that fhone like real fires ; thefe together with other diftant profpects of

flupendous hills on the Welch coaft, the abrupt rocks, immenfe woods, and all the

fofter beauties of improvement, conlpire to render Persfield a fcene that fills the brealt

with delight and admiration abov« all others.

Chepdow is a Saxon name, and fignifies a market or place of trading, in Britifli it is

called Kafwent, or Caflelh-Gwenr. It is a place of no great antiquity, and many atHrm

that it had its origin not many ages pad, from the ancient city Venta, which fiourifhed

about I



^•;3" SHAW's TOUR TO

about four miles from hence in the time of Antoninus, who ealls it Venta Silurum*

Which name (fays Camden) neither arms, nor time has been able to confume ; for at

this day it is called Kaerwent, or the city Venta. But the city itfelf is lo much dellroy-

ed, that it only appears to have once been, from the ruinous walls, chequered pavements,

and Roman coins.

About two miles below is the famous paflajre over the Severn, at Beachley to Aufl:,

on the oppofite fliore. Auft was formerly called Auft-Clive, from its fituation upon an
high craggy clift'. At this place happened once as llrong an inftance of wilclom tri-

umphing over folly, as the annals of hiftory can produce. Walter Mapes who wrote

500 years before Camden, thus dcfcribes it ; '' Edward the elder, lying at Aull-C live,

andLeolin Prince of Wales at Bathefley, or Beachley, when the latter would neither

come down to a conference, nor crofs the Severn, Edward palled over to Leolin ; who
feeing the king, and knowing who he was, threw his royal robes upon the ground
(which he had prepared to fit in judgment with) and leaped into the water brealt high,

and embracing the boat faid, " Moil wife king, your humility has conquered my pride,

and your wiidom triumphed over my folly ; mount upon that neck which I have foolifhly

exalted againft you, fo fliall you enter into that country, which your goodnefs hath at

this day made your own," and fo taking him upon his Ihoulders, he made him fit upon
his robes, and joing hands did homage to him." Chepflow is a neat little port, for

mofl of the places on this river, where their commerce feems to centre; the tide is very

high and impetuous, rifing, I fuppofe, greatly beyond any other in the kingdom, com-
monly about 40 feet at the bridge, which though built of timber, looks noble, being 70
feet from the furface of the water ; in January 1738, we are told the water rofe confi-

derably.above this height, which did very great damages to this and the neighbouring

country. Half the bridge is in Glocefterfliire, fo that it is fupported at the expense of
both counties. The town is fituated on a fweet declivity facing the wide expanfe of

Severn. We retired to reft, the room was backward, and the window unguarded by a

curtain looked that way.

At eailieft twilight of the morn I woke,
And from my pillow faw the '' God of day
Stand tiptoe on the eaftern mountain tops,"

While in the air dim mifts and vapours hung,

Cloathing the diftant hills and winding vales.

Upon the gentle radiance of his face

My ravifhed^ eyes with eafc and pleafnre dwelt.

But foon his checks difplay'd a brighter glow:

His kindling beams by gradual afcent

Gain'd double vigour. Now the aiiy troops

Perceiv'J the glitt'ring rays, like pointed Ipears

Darling from heav'n to earth, and inftant fled.

No longer could one view, with eye dircft.

The dazzling glories of his mighty fphere.

The radiant day feem'd confcious of its God ;

^

All nature fmil'd ; ihe rofy tribe of fruits.

Bending their parent trees to kifi the ground,

Imbib'd the genial warmth
; pleas'd Vaga pouv'd

Hid fca-green ftreams deep murmuring beneath
'1 he hanging bowers and glittering rocks ; while wide
The rougher Severn ilretch'd his arm bcllrew'd

With fhiiiing lalls, to the capacious ocean.

Thus loll in admiration's magic charms,

I gladly caught that fleeting precious time,

" The cool, tin; fragrant, and the peaceful houi,

To meditation due and facrcd fong,"

W hich
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Whleli others facn'fice in fond embrace
Of downy lumbers, foporific death,

And p:tid my tribute due to ihac great Source,

Who thns illuni'd the world, and, the pad eve.

Had cjriic'd wilt) all the fplendor ot his beams,
The full luxuriance of fair Persficld's fcene.

The cuiiuus traveller's wonder and delight j

After brcakfafl: we vifited the ruins of this magnificent caflle, boldly placed upon a

Juige rockwaflied by the Wye; the whole looks of lafting folidity and is made beauti-

fully pidurcfque by the numberlefs ever-greens, &c. that hang about its walls. It was
rebuilt about 580 years fmce by Gilbert Earl of Pembroke. This Gilbert, furnamed
Strongbow, fecond fon of Gilbert de Clare, having folicited Henry I. to beflowon him
lands in Wales, had committed to him the van of the army, when that king threatened

to deftroy all North Wales and Powifland, and pofTefling the whole dominion of Stri-

guil* (now Chepftow) was made earl of Pembroke by Stephen, 1138. His fon earl

Richard left a daughter, his heirefs, who carried thefe eftates, with the earldom, to

AVilliam Marfliall, whofe five fons enjoyed this honor fucceflively, and all died without

iffue.f Of the two laft, the former died at Gooderiche Caftle 1 246 ; the latter at

Striguil Callle, foon after. The filter and coheir married Hugh Bigod, earl of

Norfolk.

Sir William Herbert, knight, a faithful adherent of Edward IV. having reduced di-

vers caftles, forts and towns in Wales, of Henry duke of Exeter, Jafper earl of Pern

broke, and James earl of Wiltfhire, to obedience, had a grant of their eftates, amongft

which was much that belonged to the ancient earis of I-'embroke, in confequence of

which he was created earl by that title.
J

He died pofllfled of the caltle of Chepftow
and other large poflefTions hereabout. All thefe, with the barony of Herbert, of

Chepftow, Ragland, and Gower, the daughter and heir of his fon, carried to Charles

Someffel, a ("natural fon of Henry Beaufort, third duke of Somerfet) created after-

wards earl of Worcefler, from whom they have defcended to the prefent duke. But
this has been many years under a leafe of lives, and the elderly perfon who fhews it is

the kift; flie was born here where fhe flill refides in comfortable apartments, and makes
a good iubfiftence by the fruits of the garden, peaches, &c. which are plentiful on thefe

warm walls when other places fail. In one of the towers we faw the room where Harry
Martin, one of the twelve judges who fat to condemn Charles I. w as afterwards con-

fined for 27 years, and then died there. From the leads above, we had an extenfive and
fine view. In another place we faw the traces of a large chapel.

We now took the Gloucefter road, over that lofty bridge aforefaid, whofe plank?,

which our horfes hoofs rcfounded, are contrived to efcape the violence of floods by
floating in a limited fpace; but this rarely happens at fo immenfe an height as 70 feet.

.

From the hill beyond, we command a delightful view of the town and caltle. Continu-

ing through feveral fmall villages, the wide Severn rolling on our right, we came to

Lydneypark, a good old feat of one of the Bathurfl family, fituate on the edge of

the foreft of Dean.
Though this extenfive traft of Glocefterihire lies too much out of our courfe to at-

tempt an explicit account, yet we will not entirely pafs it by unnoticed. This foreli

* Tb< ruins of Striguil Caftle are now remaining a few miles from Chepftow.

•f
Ail buried at Tintern, as btiorenientiontd.

:t
^i^e ao account of his death at Tintern. The prefent earls of Perribioke are dtfcenJeJ from hfa na-

tlirid for..

q cither
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cither obtained its name from D^'an a market town, lowly fituated within its limits,

(which word ib of •S-.xon origin, fig nifying a dale or woody valley, whence probably

comes the word den in Englifh,) or eife from Arden, by rejefting the firft fyllable,

which the Gauls and Britans formerly uied for a wood. It was formerly fo thick with

trees, and fo dark and terrible in its (hades and by-ways, that it rendered the inhabitants

barbarous, and emboldened them to commit many outrages. The foil is various, but

moftly favourable to ihe growth of the oak, which was once fo confiderable, that it is

faid to have been part of the inftructirns of the Spa.ifh Armada to deltroy it, but of late

years the numerous iron furnaces hereabouts have deftroyed it greatly. The whole

foreft of more than 23,520 acre?;, which is extraparochial, is divided into fix walks, or

parts, known by their relpedive lodges (viz.) King's Lodge, York Lodge, Worcefter

Lodge, Danby Lodge, Herbert 1 ocige, and Latimer Lodge. St. Briavels Caftle, which
was once very (bong and large but is now in ruins, gives name to one of the hun-

'tlrcds, and ferves chiefly as a prifon tor nfl:enders againll the laws of the foreft. The
privileges are very extenfive; the tree miners claim a right of digging iron ore, and
coal ; alfo to cut timber neceffary to carry on their works. A gold mine was difco-

vered in the year 1700, at a village called Taynton, on the northern borders of the fo-

reft, of which a leafe was granted to fome refiners, who extracted fome gold from the

ore, but did not continue the work, the quantity of gold being fo fmall as not to anfwer

the expence ot feparation.

A little beyond we pafTed the village of Lydney, and another iron furnace belonging

to the fame perfon as thofe at Tintern. A long fpout fupported by pillars acrofs the

road, conveys water from the oppofite hill to move the great wheel of thefe works. The
next afcent on this road commands a moft delightful view over this handfome fpire,

down the liquid expanse of Severn many miles. From hence the roads became fteep

and rough to a great degree ; nothing but fome pleafant profpeds towards the water

could make them bearable. Herefordfhire is in bad repute, and not without reafon,

for its roads, but compared with this, they are really good. We arrived at Newnham
to dinner, an ancient fmall town pleafingly fituated near the river ; our inn, the

Bear, ftands clofe to the pafTage to Newport, and all the great roads to Bath, Briftol,

Sec, From hence we enjoyed a pleafing view of the oppofite hills, Bird-lip, Robin
Hood, and thofe about Ruxmore, in the cloathing country.

In (he evening, which was very fine, we purfued our courfe through Weftbury, fo

large a parifli in Camden's time, as to be reputed above 20 miles in compafs ; here

we faw a fine ftone manfion, with formal old gardens, and pieces of water, belonging

to Mr. Colchefter, heir of SirDuncombe Colchefter, who married the daughter of Sir

John Maynard, knight, owner of Gunnerlbury. The road being now level and excel-

lent, we arrived at Gloucefter without much further obfervation. This city was built

by the Romans, and made a flation to curb the Silures, the braved and moft powerful

of all the Britons. It derives its name from Caer Glow, which fignifics a fair city, a

name certainly not now improper, as its four principal ftreets meeting in the centre are

both fpacious and well built. Its fituation is in one of the richcft vales known, a conti-

nuation of the noble Evefham.

William of Malmcfbury thus defcribes it in his book De Pontificibus. " The vale

of Gloccfter is fo called from its chief city ; the foil yields plenty of corn and fruit (in

ibme places, by the natural richnefs of the ground in others, by the diligence of the

country-man ;) enough to excite the idleft perfon to take pains when it repays his la-

bour with the increafe of an hundred-fold. Here you may behold high-ways and pub-

jic roads full of iruit trees, not planted, but growing naturally. The earth bears fruit

8 of
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of its own accorJ, much exceeding others both in tafle and beauty, many forts of which

continue frefli the year round, and ferve the owner till he is fupplied by a new increale.

No county in England has fo many or fo good vineyards as this ; either for fertility,

or the fweetnefs of the grape. The vine has in it no unpleafant tartnefs or eagernefs ;

and is little inferior to the French in fweetnefs. The villages are very thick, the

churches handfome, and the towns populous and many." In a fimilar (train he con-

tinues his praifc of the noble river the Severn, " than which there is not any in the

land that has a broader channel, fwifter Itream, or greater plenty of fifh," &c. Thefe

vineyards have nothing left but the places named for them ; viz. one on a hill by

Overbridge near Glocefler, and another near Tewkefl^ury. Ceaulin, king of the Weft

Saxons, iirfl: took this city by force of arms from the Britons in 570 ; but the Mer-

cians afterwards wrefted it out of his hands, under whom it flouriflied a long time in

great repute. This city was once ftrongly fecured with wails, and on the fouth part

William the Conqueror ereifled a caftle of fquare ftone ; and fixteen houfes were de-

moliflicd, as domefday book mentions, to make room for this edifice, which isnow to-

tally deftroyed. It was made a free borough by king John, who granted it a charter

of incorporation, greatly enlarged its jurifdiftion, and bellowed many other privileges,

which it flill enjoys. But in this reign it fullered by the barons' wars ; the famous
Mountfort carl of Leicefter having befieged it, took poffeffion of it in four days ; but

Prince Edward advancing with a llrong army, drove the earl back again ; and would
have puniflied the burgefles, but was diffuaded through the interceflion of the bifhop of

Worcelter, who gave fecurity for their paying a fine of 1000 marks. During the civil

wars in the reign of Charles I. the gentlemen here continued loyal, but the farmers,

tradefmcn, and others of a meaner fort were generally againft him, and maintained this

place under the command of colonel Mafl'ey, whofe fcrvices and defenfive condudt were
thofe of a gallant officer. There are feveral excellent ancient churches and public

buildings well endowed, but the moft worth notice is the cathedral, dedicated to St.

Peter, which is elleemed one of the beft pieces of architecture in England ; it (lands

upon the fcite of the ancient monallery, founded by Ofric, governour of Glocefter-

fhire, upon ground granted by King Ethelred, 63i. About 821, Bernulph, King of
Mercia, rebuilt it in another form, and fubftituted an order of Secular Preachers, who
married, and continued 200 years ; Canute, for ill-living, at the indigation of WoHtan,
bilhop of Worcefter, removed thefe and eftabliihed Benedictine monks, 1022. It was
in the next age deftroyed by the Danes, but was about 1060 entirely rebuilt by AlJred
bi(hop of Worcefter, afterwards archbi(hop of York, who crowned William the Con-
queror. It was in a very low condition, v.hen Serlo, chaplain to King William, was
made abbot, having but two or three monks, and eight fcholars. He was fo zealous
to raife and improve it that about 1 loo, he had it new finifhed, and obtained thirteen

manors for its ufe, befides the lands mortgaged to the archbilhop of York. In 1 102,
it was with the city deftroyed by fire, and twice again it futFered the like calamity; 1214,
1223. But thefe damages were foon repaired by the devout munificence of that ao-e,

which occafioned the act of mortmain to be palfed i 279, 7th Edward I.* The prefent

magnificent (Irufture was begun by John Thokey, feventeenth abbot, about 1318.
Abbot Horton built the north aide in 1351. Abbot Trocefter built the large cloifter

about 13S1. Abbot Seabruok began the (lately tower, 1450, and appointed Robert
Tully, a monk of this church to finKh it. Richard Hanley began the lady's chapel,

1 457. The whole length from eaft to weft is 420, from north to fouth 144 feet. The

• The revenues at the difTolution amounted, according to Dugdale, to ic;46!. 58. c,d. per annum.
VOL. II. H H Lady'i
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Lady's chapel is 90 by 27 and 66. The tower from the bottom to the top is 280 feet;

fi-Qin the battlements 1 98. The whole feems to pleafe the eye with moft agreeable pro-

portions, and the tower and pinnacles are wrought fo rich and light, that it is inipof-

fible to behold them without the greatefl admiration. The pillars and arches in the

body are of that ponderous Saxon conltruction, which is quite oppreflive at firfl fight;

but as you approach the fcreens, the beautiful pcrfpective of the choir, with a kind of
tranfparent view of the Lady's chapel behind the altar, affords a charming relief. The
cloiflers which contain four equal aifles, 147 by 1

-^ and 16, are moll perfect Gothic

beauties. There is a whifpering gallery from one fide of the choir to the other, built

in an o£lagonal form of 84teet. The whifper is heard pretty diftincf from one fide to

the other, but it hardly defcrves notice after that noble one in St. Paul's. Near this

we faw a curious old painting, of the day of judgtnent, fuppofed to have been an altar

piece. The principal monuments are ; in the choir, bifliop Aldrcd, the great founder,

who died September 17th 1069. In the ifle of the north fide of the choir King Ed-
ward II. who was murdered at Berkeley caftle 1327. King Ofrick of Northumber-
land, who died about the year 600. Robert Curthoife, duke of Normandy, and cldelt

fon to William the Conqueror ; he was vaUant in the holy wars, and made a Knight

Templar, was alfo confined 26 years in Cardiff caftle for rebelling againfl his brother

the king. In the fouth fide of the choir, lies abbot Seabrook, who died 1457, &c.

Amonglt the modern ones in the church is a beautiful defign to the memory of Mrs.

Morley, who died at fea in child bed ; two angels are conducting her with her infant in

arms, as fhe rifes from the waves, expreflive of this infcription
;

•• The Sea fliall give up tlieir dead."

It is well executed in white marble, by Flaxman. The mofl: recent and excellent im-

provement here, is the new county gaol fituate on the wefl fide of the town, near the

Severn and quay. It is a mofl extenfive and fuperb building divided into upwards of

120 cells, befides gaoler's houfe, &c.; the outward wall indoles a fpace of 1250 feet. It

has been begun about two years under the diredion of Mr. Blackburn, whofe fimilar

performances we lately law at Oxford, and will foon now be finiflied. This is I believe

the largell in England, but the plan at Oxford, in form of a callle fortified, and all of

ilone, is moll fuitable and flrong.

From hence we made an excurfion north-eafl about ten miles, to Cheltenham. 'A

vafl range of hills, on the north- welt, continues from the borders of Warwickfhire and
Worccftcrfhire towards Bath, dividing the vale and the forcfl part of the county from
the Cotefwould ; befides this great chain, we were amufed with the difhuit hills of

May, and Malvern rifing nobly on our left ; alfo clofe oh our right, the pleafant hill of

Church-down, whole parifli tower flands peculiarly elevated. Cheltenham is fituated

in a fandy vale, on the north fide of rocky hills, whofe foft white texture partly dil-

iblving in acids, looks, oppofite the town, quite bare. According to domefday-book,

when Edward the Confefior held this manor, there were eight hides and an half. In the

time of King Edward it paid 9I. 5s. and 3C0C loaves for the king's dogs. In the reign

of William the conqueror it paid 20I. 20 cows and 20 hogs, and i6s. in lieu of bread.

Without giving any further hiilory of this place, we will proceed to defcribe briefly its

prcfcnt ilouriihing itate and fafhionable Spa ; which valuable fpring owes its difcovcry to

Mr. Mafon,the then proprietor of the land, who bought it of Mr. Higgs in 1716; Capt,

Henry Skillicorne, father of the prefent owner, became proprietor in right of his wife,

daughter of Mr. Mafon, and in 1738 not only fecured it from all improper matter, but

7 built
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built a dome over it witli pumps on each fide. He then laid out the \valk^, Szc. and
from tliat time it fecms to have been frequented as a public place. It is faid to be im-
pregnated upon the fame principle as Scarborough medicated waters ; but jjerhaps may-

be found more generally efficacious. Its admirable quahties, befides the general tefti-

mony of daily experience, are well authcnticaied by the experiments of doctors Short,

Lucas, RulTel, and Smith. The town confifls of one principal flreet near a mile in

length, near the centre of which ftands an handfome old church witii a beautiful fpire
;

the walks in the church yard are fliady and pleafant, leading to tiiofe about the well,

kc. the greatcft of which is about twenty feet wide, and makes an agreeable mall.

On the eafl fide of the Pumplquare, is an excellent long room, 66 feet by 93, built

1775, by Mr. Skillicorne the ground owner, and Mr. Miller the renter of the Spa.

In this are public brcakfafts. Sec. during the feafon from May to Oftober. From hence
the vifta of the large walk terminated by the fpire is plealmg to the eye : and at the
termination of this walk continued above the wells, they are erefting another new
building, as an objcft, though very inferior, to anfwer it. Every exertion feems ufed
to render the various lodgings, Sec. adequate to the great increafe of company, parti-

cularly fince the late vifit of the royal family. Befides a vaft number of private lodg-
ings, here are an excellent hotel built in 1785, and feveral good inns. We are alfo

informed that a piece of ground has been lately purchafed for the purpofe of building

an hotel upon a moft extenfive plan. The company in 1780 amounted only to 374,
from which time it has gradually increafed, and in 1786 confided of 1140, and laft

year of 1320. The two public rooms, for the entertainment of the company, under
thediredion of a niafter of the ceremonies, (Mr. Moreau,) are Mr. Rooke's, 60 feet

by 30, and Mr. Miller's, 68 by 26, which take the amufements of dancing, cards, &c.
alternate. Here is alfo a neat theatre-royal built by Mr. Watfon and much frequented

j

the performers have been very choice this feafon, particularly that inimitable favourite

of Thalia, Mrs. Jordan, who gave fuch high fatisfaction to the audience that a medal
is to be prefented to her as an acknowledgment. From Cheltenham we proceeded on-
ward to vifit Sudely caflle ; the roads were very deep and indiiferent, but the wonder-
ful variety of views repaid us. In our way we pafled by the curious houfc of the De-
laberes at Southam ; it is an objed very well worth notice, being a low building in the
Ihileof the age of Henry IV. but by the incurious eye it would be paiTed as a very ob-
fcure and undifiinguiflied manfion. Soon after, having afcended very high hills, we
got upon the Woulds, which are entirely champaign. The duit now began to come
on, and I confefs fuch an extent of plain as we could, notwithftanding, difcern before
us, was not at this time very plcafing ; however we arrived at the finail inn (inn it is

hardly to be called) at Winchcombe, and there neceflity obliged us to rell for the night.

However we had not patience to fiay till the morning before we vifited Sudely caftle,

but fiiUied forth about a mile, through corn fields, to take a tranfient view of its vene-
rable walls by twiUght. Ic was juft the time to vifit a place, of which the imaginatioa
had been previoufly full ; v/c returned with our ardour to infpect it increafed, and went
again the next morning. This ancient lordOiip belonged at the cor4.queit to Harold,
fon of Ralph, who was earl of Hereford in the time of Edward the Confeflbr, and
married that king's filler, but forfeited the earldom under the Conqueror. Harold
however w as fuftered to retain this among other eftates, and from hence alfumcd the

name of Sudely. But the male line* of this noble family became extintt 4iit of Ed-
* However thc-Tiacys are faid, vipon gcod aiitliotity, (thoiig)i Diigdalc does not inenlion it) to be, by

the male line, of this family. Todiiigton, the prcfcnt feat of lord Tracy, and iiis aiiccllors for 500 years,

was a manor of Harold de Sudely at the conquell, and the younger fon of ht$ fou John, who married a
Tracy, took his mother's name, and fettled at Todington.

H H 2 - ward



2^6 SHAw's TOUR TO

ward III. and then the fifler and coheir carried it in marriage to William Boteler, a

younger fon of William lord Boteler, of Wemme in Shropflilrc. His fon Thomas
lord Sudely had iflue John and Ralph, who fucceffivcly enjoyed the honour. " Ralph
Boteler lord Sudely," fays Leland, " made this caftle a Fundamentis, and when it

was made, it had the price of all the buildings of thofe days. He was a famous man
of warre in king Henry V, and Henry Vlth's days, and was an admiral, (as I have

heard) at fea ; whereupon it was fuppofed and fpoken that it was partly builded ^-.v

fpoliis Gallorum, andfome fpeake of a tower in it called Potmare's towre, that it fliould

be made of a ranfome of his. One thing there was to be noticed in this cafllc, that

part of the windowes was glazed with berall. There had been a manor place at Sude-

ly, before the building of the caflle, and the plotte is yet feene in Sudely Parke,

where it ftoode." This Ralph lord Sudely was a great partizan of Henry VI. and by

him made lord treafurer of England. Upon the acceflion therefore of Edward IV. he

was attached and brought to London, and when he was on his way, looking back

from an hill to the ca(tle, he faid, " Sudeley caflle, thou art the traytor, not I."

After this, he fold the caflle, (not voluntarily, no doubt) to the king. He left no

iffne, but defcendants from his hflers*. Upon the acceffion of Henry VII. Jafper of

Hatfield, duke of Bedford, that king's uncle, had a grant of it, and dying S. P. it

reverted to the crown. " But now, it goeth to ruin," fays Leland, " more pitie."

Soon after, however, its fplendor was revived ; it was granted ifl of Edward VI. to

Thomas Seymour, (younger brother to the duke,) who was about the fame time created

lord Seymour of Sudely, and lord high admiral of England. He was an ambitious

turbulent man, and having married Catherine Parr, widow of Henry VIII. the jealoufies

of the duke of Somerfet's moft proud and unamiable wife caufed difTenfions between

the brothers, which fomented by the arts of thofe who plotted the downfall of the whole

family, ended in the lofs of his head, and foon after of his brother's. While he lived,

however, he kept up great pomp in this place. The queen his wife died in childbed

here, September 5th, 1548, and was buried with great funeral magnificence in the

chapel of the caflle. I was informed that fome curious people took up the body fome

thne fmce, and found it in perfeft prefervation. After this the admiral afpired to t!ie

bed of thePrinccfs Elizabeth, and it has been hinted that previous defigns of this kind

haflened the death of the queen his wife. He was beheaded March 20th, 1549.

Soon after this caflle was granted to William Parr, marquis of Northampton, brother

to Queen Catherine, beforementioned ; and he being attainted ifl of May, 1553, it

was granted to Sir John Bruges of Coberleyf, in this county, knt. who on April 8th,

'554' ^^'^^ created by letters patent Baron Chandos of Sudely- caflle. From that

time, this family rcfided here in great pomp and fplendor down to George, the fixth

baron. Giles, third lord Chandos, entertained Queea Elizabeth here in one of her

progrefTes, 1592. J Grey lord Chandos, his nephew, was called King of Cotefwould,

from his interefl in thef'e parts, and his fplendid manner of living. He died 19th of

James I. George his fon abovcnamed, was one of the mofl eminent loyalifls, on the

part of Charles 1. To flop the beginning of this horrid war, this nobleman haflened

down into the country, to arm his tenants and fcrvants, and garrifon this caflle,

* Leland minlior.s the figures of thcfe Botclcrs, in the glafs windows of Winchecomhc churcli.

j- Cobcrlcy was inherited by mirriage wiih tlie Berkleys, (to whona it belonged at theconquell) in the

time of Henry IV. It has long been alienated from the family.

t Queen Elizabeth's Progreflcs, vol. ii. 1591, p. 3- This is the lord Chandos, whofc portrait wc faw

at lord Harcouil's, at Nuncham, beforementioned, I'litrc are portraits of his two daughters at Woburne,

the duke of Bcdfoid's.

feated
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feated, fays Loyd, commodioufly on the meetings of the vales and woulds, to defend

and command the country, efpecially my lord's three darlings, the woods, the cloath-

ing, and the iron works ; thence he waited on the king at Shrewfbury, with looo men,
and 5000I. in plate. His caQlo meanwhile under Captain Bridges, and fome 60 loi-

diers, being befieged by Maflie with 300 mufqueteers, &c. after a long fiege, fcveral

aifaults and batteries, when they were almoft finothercd by the fmoke of hay and barns

burned about the houie, yielded January 1642.* The rebels, breaking the articles

fworn to, "plunder," (fays Mercurius Ruflicus,)! " not only the callile and Winche-
combc, a neighbouring village, to the utter undoing the poor inhabitants, but in de-

fence of the proteftant religion, and vindication of the honour of God, they defile his

houfe. There is in the callle a goodly fair church, here they dig up the graves and
diflurb the afhes of the dead ; they break down the ancient monuments of the Chan-
dos's, and inftead thereof leave a prodigious monument of their facrilegious profanenefs :

for each part of the church they fmd a peculiar way to profane it : the lower part of it

they make their liable ; the chancel their flaughter-houfe. Unto the pulpit (which of
all other places in probability might have efcaped their impiety) they fallen pegs to hang
the carcalTes ot the flaughtered fheep ; the communion-table, according to their own
language they make their dreffer or chopping board to cut out their meat ; into the

vault, wherein lay the bodies of the Chandofes, an ancient and honourable family,

they cad the guts and garbage, mingling the loathfome intrals of beads with thofe

bones and aflies which did there refl in hope of a joyful refurreflion. The nave and
body of the church was all covered with the dung and blood of beads : and which
was, (if it be poffible) a degree beyond thefe profanations, in contempt of God and his

holy temple, they defile each part and corner both of church and chancel with their

excrements ; and going away left nothing behind them in the church (befides walls

and feats) but a dinking memory, that part of the parliament army, raifed for defence

of religion, had been there." The lord Chandos meanwhile didinguilhed himfelf at

the battle of Newbery, 1643, (where his horfe was killed under him) the king faying,
" let Chandos alone, his errors are fafe."| Soon after he recovered Sudeley-cadle,

but in 1644, when Sir William Waller purfued the king from Oxford to Worceder,
it endured a fecond fiege. Lord Clarendon fays,§ " the general perfuaded rather than
forced the garrifon to furrender. The lord of that cadle was a young man of fpirit

and courage ; and had for two years ferved the king very bravely in the head of a re-

giment of horfe, which himfelf had raifed at his own charge, but had lately, out of pure
wearinefs of the fatigue, and having fpent mod of his money, and without any diminu-
tion of his afteftion, left the king under pretence of travel ; but making London his

way, he gave himfelf up to the pleafures of that place ^ which he enjoyed, without
confidering the iffue of the war, or fliewing any inclination to the parliament." It

was under the government of Sir William Morton, a lawyer, (after the redoration, a
judge) who had given fignal indances of courage, but at this time the cadle (in con-
fequence of a faction within) was dehvered up without much refidance. Lord Chan-
dos did not furvive the redoration. He lies buried in a fmall chapel annexed to the
church. Somebody lately defcended into the vault, and finding his ikull, took away
a lock of his hair. He left this cadle, and the edates around (away from his brother
to vfhom the honour went,) to his wife, by whom he had daughters, but who with a
gratitude that ought to be remembered, left it to her fecond hufband Mr. Pitt, and

* Loyd's Siiffetings of the Loyaliftsj p. 366. -f P. 67, 68.

X Loyd's Loyalifts, p. 367. ^ Vol. 2. p- 409.

her
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lier cliildrcnby him, in confequcnce of which it was alienated from the family who had

a right to it, for ever, and Lord Rivers, Mr. Pitt's defcendant, now enjoys it with an

cflate belonging to it of about 40S0I. a year. It is now only inhabited by the fteward.

The park is gone. Of the two quadrangles, the inner one was built of {tone, and had

the hall in it, (of which part of the tracery of the beautiful large gothic window, much
Ihattered, remains;) and feems to have had four towers at the corners ; the outer

quadrangle, where is the large gateway, was built principally of wood, and feems to

have contained the habitable parts. Part of this alone is now fit for habitation. The
Ihell of the church unroofed, unpaved, and bare within fide to the walls, yet

exifls. In the little chapel annexed, divine fervice is performed monthly. From
hence not having time to infpecl the town of Winchecombe, or the neighbourhood

further, we haftily returned to Gloucefter.

The day following we made another excurfion into that divifion of the county,

called the Cotefwould, fouth eafl of that immenfe range of hills, which divide the vale.

It takes its name, according to Camden, from the hills and flieep-cotes ; for mountains

in old times, by Englifhmen, were termed Woulds. We continued for fonie miles

along this delightful vale of fertile meadows and paftures, &c. Robin-hood's hill,

and Becon, were the firft noble objects on our left ; May-hill and the foreft of Dean,

boldly terminating the profpect to the right. As we approach Durbridge, through the

village of Stonehoufe, Lord Ducie's woods hang glorioufly before us. Here we enter

amongfl; the cloth manufadlures fo numerous and excellent in this country. I fliall fay little

about its antiquity and various progrefs in different reigns : we find wool firft manu-
faftured in England 1185, 31ft of Henry II. but no quantity made till 1331, when
John Kempe introduced this art from Brabant and fettled at York ; afterwards many
families of cloth-workers came from the Netherlands, by King Edward's invitation.

The city of Glocefter fome centuries ago vi'as famous for this manufacture ; as alfo

various other towns in this county ; but it has of late years been moltly featcd amongfl

thefe delightful vallies, whofe brooks and' rivers, are found lb conducive to the good-

nefs of this cloth, particularly in the dying branch. Plampton, Stroud, Stonehoufe,

Painfwick, Stanley, Uley, Durfeley, and Ruxmore, are places of mofl note. The
latter of which (belonging to Mr. Cooper,) foon after croiling the new canal, from

Severn to Thames, we minutely infpected : his Majefty had lately honoured it with his

prefencc ; at which time every poflible branch of operations was difplayed on an ad-

jacent green, to the delight and fatisfaftion of the royal fpedators and the attendant

multitude. We faw every thing in its natural flate and place ; firfl the milling, which

by a long procefs of beating, by hammers, worked with a water wheel, thickens the

cloth after it is woven ; next the wool is raifed on its f'urface by tiie repeated ufe nf

cards made of teafels, (a thiflly plant produced in the weft ;)* after this it is flieared in

a very ]ileafing manner by large inflruments, whofe motion is fo confined as not to

endanger cutting the cloth; thus they work till it beconies remarkably fine. The
other proceffes are too fimple and common to mention. Upon the whole I think this

bufint-ls cannot be deemed fo entertaining by many degrees to the eye of a ftranger,

DS that of the cotton, fuitian, kc. in Derbyfliire and Lancalhire. Thefe crowded hills

iind vales feem to have formed by nature a romantic and pitturefque fcenery, but this

• Teafiles, Teazils, or Fullers tliiftles, grow wild in tliis and m.iny other countrii-s, and are fown and

bmiigln into rt-gular cultivation, on account of tlitir utility to clolli-workcrs ice iu railing the nap on

their refpcCtive goods, by the means of certain hard (liarp and crooked points which grow out of their

numerous heads, and arc admiiably fuitcd to that piirpofc. Campbells's Survey, vol. 2. page 105.

originality
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originiility is greatly deflroyed, like that of Matlock, by an abundance of modern build-

ings, and ornaments.

We now afcendod a fteep hill to the left, ornamented with the modern flone edifice

and refulence of fir George Paul. Having gained the vart: fummit beyond, by a new
Terpentine road, we found ourfelvcs upon an extenfive champaign. The fucklcn change

of climate was almoft incredible, but by experience, which verified the following af-

fertion, I had previoufly met with, "fuch is the flriking difference between the air of the

Cotefwould and that of the vale ; that of the former it has commonly been obferveJ, that

eight months in the year are winter, and the other four too cold for fummer ; whereas

in the vale, eight months are fummer, and the remaining four too warm for an Englilh

winter." We dined at a fmgle houfe, oppofite to Minching Hampton, where formerly

was a nunnery belonging to the Minching nuns at Caen in Normandy, and afterwards

to Sion in Middlefex, in whofe poffellion it remained till the diflblution of monaderies.

Our landlord told us this was the highefl: fpot in the county.

From hence the road is flat and unpleafant, and inlfead of the verdant bloom of

hedge rows, the eye is confliantly difgufted with the unfightly objects of loofe fl;ones

heaped in ftrait lines and angles. We now approached the great tunnel, which forms

part of the communication between the Severn and the Thames ; on each side this

road it extends rather more than a mile; one end penetrates the hill at the village of

Saperton, the other comes out in Heywood ; we turned on our left to visit the former,

and faw the fliafts bufy in feveral places, at the diftance of about 230 yards from each

other; by this means they wind up the materials from the cavity and expedite the

work. The earth is principally a hard blue marie, and in fome places quite a rock

which they blow up with gunpowder ; the depth of thefe pits are upon an average

eighty yards from the furface. The tirfl; contrador receives 7I. per yard from the

company, and the labourers rent at the rate of about 5I. per yard, finding candles, gun-

powder, &c. the workers are in eight gangs, having two or three reliefs, and con-

tinue eight hours at a time, day and night. We faw the Saperton mouth, which ex-

hibits a brick arch, ornamented with a ftone parapet in front ; its dimensions are 13
feet by 15, and the brickwork about 16 inches thick, which continues the whole

length two miles and a half. The whole hill is now perforated, and the remainder of

the arch will be finiflied in another year. This tunnel is confiderably longer than that

at Hare-caftle in Statfordfliire, but from the different nature of the hills not near fo

grand and curious ; the latter abounding in coal, and therefore perforated with various

collateral cavities, for the convenience of obtaining that valuable article. The Stroud

canal enters the Severn at Framilode, and is eight miles in extent ; it communicates

with the liis canal which Is 31 miles long, and empties itself into that river at Lech-

lade.

From hence in our way to Cirencefter, we left the road very foon and were per-

mitted to pafs through the noble woods of Oakley belonging to earl Bathurfl:, whofe

feat is adjacent to that ancient town. They are peculiarly large and beautiful

;

together with the park and home pleafure grounds, encompafling a fpace of no lefs

than fifteen miles ; near the centre is a grand circular point from which, like fo many
radii, iffue ten fpacious viflias or roads ; the largelt near 1 50 feet wide and fvveetly ter-

minated by a view of Cirencefter tower ; the others direft to fome country church, oi*

pleafant dilfant objed, all producing a moft admirable and uncommon effecl:. Befides

thefe, there are innumerable other roads and walks interfeding the woods in various

directions ; on the left of the large vifta leading to the town, is Alfred's hall, an ex-

cellent imitation of antiquity, " bofom'd high in tufted trees," and furroundcd with

beautiful
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beautiful lawns, a bowling green, and many delightful grassy walks. The truffle is

faid to be found here very plentifully. As the fun was clofing up his glories for the

day, we retired to an excellent inn, (King's-head,) at Cirenceller.

This has been a famous city of antiquity called by Ptolemy, Corinium ; by the Bri-

tons Caer-Ceri ; the Englifh Saxons, Cirenceflcr, and by contraftion at this day

Ciceter, fituate on the river Churn, fevcnteen miles from Glocefter on the old Lon-
don road. The multiplicity of coins, chequered pavements, infcriptions, &c. dug up
here at various times, fliew it to have been a place of confequence ; the remains of

(Irong walls and a caftle indicate marks of its being once well fortified. The Britons

defended it many years againfl the Saxons, who at laft obliged them to fubniit, together

with the cities of Glocefter and Bath, at the battle of Durham five milts fmm the

latter anno 577, in which three Britifli kings were flain. Various were the events of

War and fieges here in almoft every fucceeding reign, till 1400, ift Henry IV. when
the duke of Surrey and earl of Salilliury, duke of Exeter, and earl of Glocefter, took

up arms in favour of King Richard 11. (grandfon of Edward 111. from whom iprang

the houfes of York and Lancafter ;) and were lodged at two inns, when the mayor or

head officer being apprifed of their lodging, coUeded about four hundred of the In-

habitants, and broke in upon the duke of Surry and earl of Saiifliury, who being much
wounded, were immediately beheaded ; the other two efcaped, but were foon after

taken and fuftcred the fame fate. Thus originated thofe unhappy feuds, on the accef-

fion of the houfe of Lancafter. This was alio one of thofe places that furrendered to

to the army of Charles L but the royalifts did not continue long in pofleflion of it

;

and when the plan for the glorious revolution was laid, we find the duke of Beaufort

oppofing the lord Lovelace, who was going with a band of men to join the Prince of

Orange, then landed in the weft of England. A difpute enfued between the contend-

ing parties, wherein fome loft their lives, and the lord Lovelace was taken prifoncr, and

committed to Glocefter caftle ; but foon after releafcd by the abdication of the king,

and the new government taking place. It is now a good market town and borough,

with two weekly markets; the quantity of wool fold here at one time was almoft in-

credible, owing to the furrounding Cotefwould fo famous for Iheep, which made it

the greafeft mart for the fupply of the clothiers in this county and Wilts ; but this is

much declined fince the dealers in this article travel from place to place and buy it of

the farmers. It would be an injuftice to omit mentioning the prefent ftately church,

whofe lofty and hanufome tower is a great ornament to this place ; but the body is too

much crowded with old buildings to be properly feen, the windows of which are beauti-

fullv decorated with hiftorical painted glafs. Here was a collegiate church before the.

con'queft, and Rumbald, who was chancellor of England in the reign of Edward the

confcflbr, had been dean of it ; but when celibacy amongll the clergy was cftabliflied

by law, Henry I. built a magnificent abbey in Its ftead, 1117. It continued to flourifli

and receive large donations for succeeding times. It was one of the mitred abbeys,

and In the reign of Henry V. 1416, the abbot obtained the high privilege of a feat in

])ai-liament amongft the barons. At the diflblution its annual revenues amounted to

losyl. 7^'. id. The whole of this ancient ftruftnre has been long deftroyed, except

two gates which ftill ferve to giv(.> fome idea of its former grandeur. The fcite

of this abbey was in the crown, till it was granted to Richard Mailers, phyfician to

Queen Elizabeth, whofe defcendant, Thomas Mafters, member for the county, hath

here an handfome houfe and pleafure grounds. His brother is alfo member for the

county, hath here arMiaudfome houfe and plealure grounds. His brother is alio mem-
ber for the town, which place their anceftors have long reprefcnted. The choice of

2 cleftion
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eledion is in the inhabitants, not receiving alms. Hence the duke of Portland takes

his title of baron.

We now had an agreeable drive through the remainder of lord Bathurd's grounds,

whofe beautiful walks, lawns, and extcnfive plantations do the highefl credit to the

tafle and fpirit of Allan carl Bathurfl:, father to the prefent proprietor. Befides the

feveral ornamental buildings on the delightful terrace, which commands diflant and

fine views, we are pleafed with various objects of this kind, interfperfed aniidll the

lawns and villas of the deer park, particularly a noble lofty column, on the top of

which is pl•^ced the fiatue of Queen Anne, as large as life : from hence we have a

charming view of the houie, with the tower of the church placed lb direftly in the

centre behind, that at firft we are induced to believe them one and the fame elegant

ftrilfture. We now paffed by an handfome alcove, dedicated to the immortal Pope,
where he ufed often to retire to indulge the creative fallies of his genius, when on a

vifit to his noble friend and patron. Oppofite to this we were again amufed with

Oakley woods in miniature, a lawn from whofe centre feven more viflas are diredled

to various pleafmg objects, particularly that flately column juft mentioned. Here we
took a grateful leave and crofl'ed through the fields, about a mile to the village of Strat-

ton, where we entered the great Gloucelter road. The clouds, which had been
threatening long, now began to pour their copious (lores upon the bleak downs of

Cotefwould ; thus we travelled many miles amidft thofe unlheltering walls of ftone,

till we gladly arrived on that immenfe verge of Birdlip, whofe fummit, on a level with

moftofthe Cotefwould, fo glorioufly hangs, near 1350 feet above the water of the

Severn. Here the lovely and delicious vale of Gloucefter again burfl fweetly on our

fight, and its fair city, to whofe arms we were now eagerly returning, fmiled even in

this milly eclipfe of clouds and rain.

A fimilarity of weather begun the day following, but in the afternoon we took

the opportunity of a favourable interval, and purfued our courfe 1 6 miles to New-
port, on the Briftol road, where we flept that evening, and the next morning vifited

Berkeley, clofe by, one of the largeft parishes in this county, furrounded by rich

meadows, and fuppofed to take its name from Berk, fignifying a beech and lea paf-

ture ; as the whole vale is particularly celebrated tor making cheefe, called double

Glouceder, fo is this hundred, for the mod delicious fort, called double Berkeley,

it has a large parifh church with a more recent handfome tower, Handing feparate at

the oppofite fide of the church-yard ; fuperdition fays that on the decay of the original

tower, the new one could net be built in its place. Adjoining to this is the ancient

and eminent caftle of the prefent earl Berkeley. The whole of this noble edifice is

more to be admired for its antiquity than beauty ; its fituation being fo low, and

fometimes furrounded by a flood of fpring-tide, flowing up the little Avon from the

Severn juft below. Roger de Berkeley was poflelTed of this lordfhip at the conqueft

;

and this being his chief feat, in imitation of the Normans*, affumed his name from

hence. His other lordfliips in this county were Coberley, Dodinton, and S!fton, as

appears by domefday-book. From hence hafty readers conclude that the prefent fa-

mily have been here from the conqueft ; but a different ftory foon will appear. This

Roger made feveral pious gifts to religious houfes. His nephew and fucceifor William,

founded an abbey of the Ciftertian order at Kingfwood ; which was confirmed by

Roger, fon. of William. This Roger, adhering to Maud the emprefs, underwent a

* Thcfe are Dugdale's words, (Bar. I. 349.) by which it feems lie was an Englifhman. But whe-
ther thele ellates were tlien granted him, or he wa^ only fuii'ered Co retain them, does nut by this

appear.

VOL. II. J I very
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very hard fate, through the perfidiournefs and cruelty of Walter, brother to Milo,

earl of Hereford, his feeniing friend, being treacheroufly feized on, flripped naked,

expofed tofcorn, put into fetters, and thrice drawn up by a rope about his neck, on
a gallows, at his own caftle gates with threats, that if he would not deliver up that

his caftle to the earl, he Ihould fuffer a miferable death : and when he was by this

barbarous ufage, almofl: dead, carried to prifon there to fuffer further tortures. If

there is no miftake in the name of the party, on whofe behalf Roger fuffered thi?,

his fon Roger adhered to the fide which ufed him fo ill, for he was a violent partizan

of King Stephen ; and in thofe contefts, the caflle and honor of Berkeley were taken

from him and granted by Henry duke of Normandy (after Henry II.) to Robert Fitz-

harding, an adherent of his, whofe father Harding is faid to have been a younger fon

of a king of Denmark, and accompanied the Conqueror to England, Berkeley ob-

tained Durfely again, of which he had been alfo devefted, and did not ceafe to vex
Fitzharding for Berkeley alfo. Complaint therefore being made to duke Henry, he
compromifed the matter, by an agreement that Fitzharding's fon fhould marry Berke-

ley's daughter, and Berkeley's fon Fitzharding's daughter; fo that poor Berkeley

never recovered his caflle ; of which Fitzharding had a confirmation on the acceflion

of Henry II.* Then it was that according to Smith's manufcripts, he built for Fitz-

harding the cafile, which is now Handing, in purfuance of a previous promife. He
adds, that it was built upon the fcite of a ruined nunnery, demolifhed by the artful

practice of Godwin, earl of Kent, in the time of Edward the Confeffor, which ftra-

tagem is related at length by Camden. Yet it is certain that there was a caftle here

from the conqueft to this time ; is it not therefore more probable, that if it was re-

built at this time, it was out of the ruins of the former caltle, which former one had
been built out of the ruins of the nunnery ? At firfl; it contained no more than the

inmoft of the three gates, and the buildings within the fame ; for the two outmofl

gates, and all the buildings belonging to them, except the keep, were the additions

of lord Maurice, eldeft fon of the lord Robert, in the latter end of King Henry II j

and of lord Thomas, the fecond of that name, in Edward II, and of lord Thomas,
the third of that name, in 1 8th of Edward III. And as for the great kitchen, (great

indeed) (landing without, but adjoining to the keep of the callle, it was the work

• Thus cnielly ended the title of the genuiac and original Berkelcys to this place, and their nobility

with it, was transferred to the ufiirpers. Yet they by no means became extinct till long after ; they

retained Durfely, Dodinton, and Coberley. In the time of Richard II. fays Camden, the heirefs of

Durfely was married to Cantelow. Afterwards both Durfely and Dodinton came to the Wvkes, as

fome fay by dtfccnt, but Leland's words arc thefe. " Dodinton, where mafter Wykes dwellythe and

halhe well rellored liis houfc withe faire buildings. This muner place and land longyd onto Barkels. It

was purchafyd, and nove remaynithe to Wykes," In another place he fays, "part of Drifelcy" (Durfe-

ly) " Calkll was brought to m.ikc the new houfe of Dodinton. A Qiiarrc of Tophe Hone by Drife-

1,'gc, whereof much of the caflelle was buildid. The old* place of Dodinton within the mote by the

new." Itin.vol. vi. fol. 76. vol. vii. part 2. fol. 72. a. The branch which were fettled at Coberley con-

tinued there a long while. Roger De Berkeley fo cruelly devellcd of Berkeley, afterwards in 12th Hen-
ry II, ccitified his knights fees to be two and an half Dc Veteii Feoflamtnto ; bcfides two knights fees

of his own demefnc in Coberley; &c. which 1 think implies his manfion was then there. His elded fon

Roger married according to the agreement the daughter of Fitzharding ; and about 1 jth of John certified

that there bthingcd fix knights fees and an half to his honor of Durfely. Coberley continued the feat of

one branch of his defcendants ; and Gough mentions the figures of feveial crofs-leggcd knights of them
in the ehur< h of this parifli. At length Sir Thomas Berkeley, fon and heir of Sir Giles, fon and heir

of tir Thomas, manied the filler and coheir of fir John Chandos, K. G. the famous warrior in the time

of Edward III. and his daughter and coheir carried Coberley to her hufband fir Thomas Brugge, of

Brugjje Solers, in I lerifordfhire, and his dcfrendiints refided here till the time of John, the firll lord

Chandos, who hada grant of Siidely calUc. Ihus ended the original lieikeleys, whutc arms were different

from ihc prtfent, vi^. Argt. afeffc between three martlets fable.
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of King Henry VII. at his firfl entrance into poflefllon thereof, about the 9th of his

reign, foon after the death of William Marquis Berkeley, who had conveyed the

fame amongd; others, to that king. Befides thefe there were two beautiful chapels

or oratories endowed with divers privileges from the bifhops of Rome. Thus hath

this noble cadle continued with one alienation only, of fhort duration, the baronial

refidence of this family, during the lapfe of more than fix centuries. Here the fecond

Edward ended an inglorious reign, having been given up with this cattle to the Mor-

timers, by Thomas lord Berkeley, who was afterwards honorably acquitted by his

peers of being acceffary to his death. In Shakefpeare we find Berkeley thus recorded,

during the commotions which diftraiSed the government in the lad years of the reign

of Richard II.

NorthumberlanJ. " How far is it to Berkeley ? and what ftir

Keeps good old York there with his men of war ?

Percy. There (lands the caftic, by yon tuft of trees,

Mann'd with three hundred men, as I have heard :

And ill it are the lords of York, Berkeley, and Seymour;
None clfc of name or noble eftiraate"*.

In the contentions of York and Lancatler this caflle had no fhare ; but it fuffered

greatly from the difputed title to its poffeflion between the heir male and Richard
Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, the heir general. " In 1418, the earl of Warwick
lay before the caftle with an armed force fully determined to deftroy it, but was divert-

ed from his purpofe by the interceflion of the bilhop of Worcefter, and the neighbour-

ing gentry." After lord Warwick's deceafe, his heirs preferred their claims in a
fuit that continued near a century and half. Wearied with the tedious procefs of

law, frequent recourfe was had to the decifion of the fword, and at length the difpute

was finally determined by combat on Nibly green, when the claim of Wilham, 6th

lord Berkeley, was confirmed by the death of Thomas lord Lifle, whom he defeated

in the field. This William was afterwards created a marquis, and himfelf cruelly

left away the caltle from his brother, who was heir; and it was i,iot recovered till the

time of his brother's grandfon, on the death of Edward VI. When the caftle ceafed

to be a place of defence, numerous parts were added. -The hall, built in the reign

of Edward IIL* is a lofty room, 48 feet by 35, with four windows to the north, of
Norman architefture. I'hls is truly adequate to the idea of ancient barons ; around
hung feveral warlike inrtiuments, and here they told us his lordfliip kept up an an-

nual relick of Englifh hofpitahty, that of feafting his tenants, &c. the fmall chapel

contains nothing worthy of notice. Dining room 48 by 27, over the chimney, a fine

old painting—paying tribute to Ca'ftir ; James I, very excellent; John id lord Berke-
ley of Stratton, youngefl: fon of fir Maurice, by Vandyke; and many others. Draw-
ing-room 42 by 24, very old tapeftry, and furniture Jof the fame. Befides a nume-
rous fet of portraits of the family, were Queen Elizabeth, Queen Mary I, Jane Shore,

&:c. The other apartments are very fmall, hung with variety of family pictures, mi-

niatures, &c. amongfl which are fome of fir Godfrey Kneller, Vandyke, and fir P.
Lely. George baron Berkeley, i6i6, by C. Janfen; the Queen of Bohemia, by
the fame. In a curious cabinet room, excavated from the wall, are thefe valuable

miniatures; Maurice lord Berkeley, 1518; Katharine his wife, having the fame
date; Thomas lord Berkeley, his brother, 1523; Thomas lord Berkeley, 1534;
llcnry lord Berkeley, 1554; lady Jane his fecond wife, daughter of fir ^liles Stan.

• King Richard II. Aft 2. Scene thiid.

- - 112 hope

;
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hope ; Thomas Berkeley who died before his father lord Henry, and was fucceeded by
his grandfon George lord Berkeley 1616, whofe portrait, by Janfen, before mentioned,

compleats the feries for 100 years. Amongfl: tlie furniture wefaw two very curious

flate-beds, one of which was brought from Thornbury caftle, and bore the date of

1530. Alfo the bed in which Admiral Drake failed round the world. Oppofite lord

Berkeley's dre(ling-room is a neat garden formed in a circular fpace on the top of the

caftle ; in the centre is a cold bath, covered like a tent ; we walked round and had a
charming view of the Severn and hills beyond. Laftly we were (hewn the difmal room
in which Edward II. was moll cruelly butchered.

" Mark tlie year and mark the night.

Whin Severn /hall re-echo with affiight

The ftiricks of death, thro' Berkeley's roofs that ring.

Shrieks of an agonizing king*."

The model of his head taken in plaifter laj in a box. After being deprived of his

kingdom by the artifice of his wife, this murder was eftefted by the fubtle contrivance

of Adam bilhop of Hereford, who fent thefe enigmatical words to his keepers without

any points

:

Rdvardum occtJere nol'tte t'lmere honum eft

To feek to (hed King Edward's blood
Refufe to fear I think it good.

So that by this double conflruftion they might be encouraged to commit this horrid

deed, and he plaufibly vindicated from giving any direftions to it. "In furvcying this

proud monument of feudal fplendor and magnificence, the very genius of chivalry feems

to prefent himfelf, amidfl: the venerable remains, with a fternnefs and majefly of air and
feature, which fliew what he once has been, and a mixture of difdain for the degene-

rate pofterity that robbed him of his honours. Amidft fuch a fcene the manly exer-

cifes of knighthood recur to the imagination in their full pomp and folemnity ; while

every patriot feeling beats at the remembrance of the generous virtues which were nurf-

ed in thofe fchools of fortitude, honour, courtefy, and wit, the manfions of our ancient

nobility."t

From hence we drove to Thornbury, a well looking old town, with a mofl excel-

lent church and tower, built in the form of a cathedral, the pinnacles of which are

exceedingly beautiful. Adjacent to this are the noble remains of a caftle belonging to

the fecond fon of the late Mr. Howard, of Sheffield. It was begun upon a molt exten-

five plan, by the duke of Buckingham, in Henry Vlllth's time. Leland, treating of

it in his Itinerary, fays, " Edward, late duke of Buckingham, likynge the foyle aboute,

and the fite of the houfe, pulled downe a grcate part of the old houfe, and fctte up mag-
nificently in good fquare Itone the fouth fide of it, and accomplifiied the weft part alio

withe aright comely gate-houfe to the firft foyle : and fo it llandithe yet, with a rofe

forced for a time. Thisinfcription on the front of the gate-houfe : this gate was began

in the yere of our Lorde God 151 1, the 2d ycre of the rcigne of Kynge Henry the

VIII. by me Edward, duke of Buckingham, earl of Hereford, Staforde, and North-

ampton." He likewifc made a fine park near the caftle ; for whicli purpofe he incloted a
confiderable trad of rich corn land. (Atkins fays, he had licence from Henry VII,

• Gray's Bard.

\ Bigland'a Gloiicefterfhire, page i j6, to wliich I am indebted for other particulars.
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to impark looo acres.) This, according to Leiand, drew on him the curfes of the

neighbourhood. He alfo propofed to have brought up to the caftle a fmall branch of

the Severn, which flowed into the park. He did not, however, live cither to perform

this, or to finifh his buildings, being beheaded 1522 ; and his eflates then efcheating

10 the crown. In the outer court are barracks for loo men. The part which was

finilhed Ihews great marks of beauty and magnificence ; on a curious wrought chim-

ney piece is a date 15 14. The whole circumference of the walls nieafures 12 acres.

In one corner, where is a bench, you have ^the fined echo poffible ; with a Ihrill

rote and clear air you may diftinctly count a repetition of 16 or- 18 times, and with a

laughing voice the mockei vis wonderful. I never remember to have received more fa-

tisfadion from any antique relick of this kind than this prefent place afforded. In the

evening after a delightful ride we arrived at the Budi tavern, Briilol.

This noble city, fituate in an uneven vale partly in Somerfetihire and Gloucellerfliire,

between the river Avon and Frome, was called by the Britons Caer Oder nant Badon,

or the city Oder in Badon valley : in the catalogue of ancient cities it is called Caer

Brito, and in Saxon Brightftowe, a beautiful or famous place. At what time and by

whom this city was built feems uncertain : our antiquaries think it of a late date, there

being no mention of it in hiftory during the Danifli wars. Camden is of opinion that it

rofein the declenfion of the Saxon government, fince it is not noticed before 1063,

when Harold (according to Florence of Worcefter) fet fail from hence to invade Wales.

In the beginning of the Normans, this city with Berton an adjacent farm, "paid to the

King (as appears from domefday-book) i lo marks of filver ; and the burgeffes alfo re-

turned, that bifhop G. had
2,2>

rnai"ks, and one mark of gold." Geoffry bifhop of

ConRance railing a rebellion againft William Rufus, chofe this city for ihefeat of war,

and fortified it with an inner wall. In the reign of Henry I, during the wars between

the emprefs Maud and king Stephen, here was a caftle built by her party to ftrengthen

this place againft that king, who being taken prifoner in battle was ordered to be fent

here, by the emprefs, to be loaded with chains, and fed with a very flender diet. This

place had no great concern in arms till the civil wars, when it fuffered greatly. In

1643 it wasbefieged by the king's army, which being numerous and frefh, foon made

their way into it, though ftrongly garrifoned by the parliament with 2500 foot, and a

regiment of horfe, the caftle well manned, and ftored with provifions. This reduction

of Briftol, though effcded at the expence of much gallant blood, gained the King all

this fliire and Wales. Thus the city remained in the King's poffeffion during the fol-

lowing year, but was foon after retaken, by Waller, with a large army befieging it

againft prince Rupert and lord Hopton, which lofs fo much angered the king, (ior his

heart was fet upon faving Briftol) that he fent a letter to that prince from Ragland

caftle, to deprive him of his commiflion, and order him to provide for himfelf beyond

fea, for he would truft to him no longer. Next to London, it may now be efteemeJ

one of the largeft and moft wealthy cities in Great Britain ; its convenient fituation for

trade, having tv/o fuch navigable rivers running through it, deep enough at high tide for

fhips of the greateft burden, gives it fuperior advantage. The merchants trade very largely

to Guinea and the Weft Indies, befidcs carrying on the Dutch, Norway, and Ruilian

commerce, and import great quantities of fruits, v/ine, fugar, oils, &c. The quay now
completed is fpacious and handfome, and fo replete with every kind of vellels, that the

multiplicity of mafts appear like trees in a foreft. Over the Froome is a large curious

draw-bridge with two ftone arches; over the Avon is a very beautiful and fpacious

bridge, rebuilt near twenty years ; confiftinc; of three wide and lofty arches with a fine

balluftrade feven feet high, andraifed footways guarded by chain-work and well lighted

with
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with lanips^ at the further end are two dome-like edifices for the purpofe of collefl:gm

tolls. The avenues leading to it, which were before narrow ftreets very dangerous and
impailable, are an improvement and fatisfadion to the paflenger, better felt than de-

fcribed. The churches, 1 8 in number, with various public edifices, charitable inflitu-

tions, &c. are too abundant to have a minute defcription here ; the violent rains which

now fell were alfo very unfavourable for our purpofe, but fome of the principal objects,

which we Hole an opportunity of infpefting, fhall not be omitted. The cathedral,

fituate in College-green, founded in the reign of King Stephen, 1 140, by Robert Fitz-

harding, mentioned at Berkeley, is too inconfiderable to engrofs much time or notice.

St. Mary Redclift, without the walls, is peculiarly worth attention, and we may unite

with Camden, in calling it the fined parilh church in England. It is a mod magnificent

Gothic flrufture of a cathedral form, 191 feet from ead to weft, and 117 from north to

fouth ; the pillars and vaulted roof wrought in mod beautiful done workmanfhip ; the

organ is eftecmed very excellent, and over the altar are three large paintings, reprefenting

the Burial, Refurredion, and Afcenfion, by Hogarth. This charming edifice was ori-

ginally founded by Simon de Burton : in the year 1292, part of it was dedroyed, and
rebuilt by 'William Canning, the riched merchant in this city, who, to avoid marrying

King Edward IVth's midrefs, took the order of pried, and forfeited 300 marks for his

peace, to be paid in 2470 ton of Jhipping ; he died 1474, and has two monuments, one

in his magidratal, the other in his clerical habit, in the fouth end of this church. Near
this dands an immenfe tripod of brafs, with an eagle upon it of the fame, faid to be mads
from the filings of pins, and given by James Wathen, Pinmaker. On a pillar is alfo

a monumental infcription to the memory of Sir William Penn, knight, Vice Admiral,

and father to William Penn the Quaker, over which hung the trophies of war. We
now afccnded about forty deps in the tower, to fee the refufe of old cheds from whence
•poor Chatterton is faid to have taken the manufcripts of Rowley's Poems ; no atom

of the kind now remaining, our curiofity was fatisfied and we defcended. The gene-

rality of the dreets are fuch as we find in mod large towns of opulence and traffic ; its

centre, like mod cities, is too narrow and crowded, but its external parts more fpacious

and elegant ; the very great increafe of buildings of late years is furprizing, and fince

the afl: of parliament prohibiting all kinds of houfes except done and brick, an uni-

verfal improvement has enfucd. Here are feveral good parades, fquares, &c. the prin-

cipal we law is Oueen-fquare, fpacious and handfome ; the Cudom-houfe is a fine

building with a jjiazza of Ionic pillars before it ; in the middle is an excellent equedrian

ftatue of William III, executed with a great deal of ipirit ; but here is an omifliou

in the furniture, though not fo palpable as that at Charing-crofs, where the artid

has forgot the necedary fadening to the faddle ; this only wants the throat-band to the

bridle.

Amongd the public buildings the Exchange in Corn-dreet claims mod attention,

being a complete piece of modern archite(3;ure 100 feet in front and 148 deep; be-

tween the colunms andpiladers are various fedoon ornaments, reprefenting Great Britain

and the four quia'ters of the world, their chief produds and manufactures ; the qua-

drangular pia;^zas within are Corinthian ; dimenfions 90 feet by Sc. Ihis capital

dructure of entire free (tone was erected and opened in 174,5, by the late Mr. Wood,
of Bath, and may vie with that famous one in Corn-hill, though on a different condruc-

tion, replete with datues, which owes its origin to the great Sir Thomas Grelham. On
the tolzey, or walk in front, are feveral of the old brafs pillar tablets, ufed by the

merchants to tranfact bufinefs before the building of this Exchange. Adjacent to

this is another handfome and commodious done edifice, the Fod-olUce. Guild-hall,

and
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and Merchant-taylors* in Broad-ftreet ; Coopers'-hall, In King-ftrect, with four noble
Corinthian columns, and a lofty pediment in front , alfo Merchants'-hall, and the Af-
fembly-room in Princcfs-ftreet, whofe ball-room is 90 feet long, has a magnificent front
with double pillars of the Corinthian order, and a handfome pediment. In King-fireet
is alfo an excellent Theatre, open only in the fummer by the King's company from
Bath, &c.

A general charaflierirtic of the inhabitants in this populous city is hardly to be ob-
tained by the mofl intimate acquaintance ; we who are fuch new vifitors cannot prefume
then to this knowledge. A mixture of all countries, profellions and fefts, compofe the
greater part, fo that their dialed and manners are not ftrongly marked by any provin-
cial peculiarities.

During a fliort interval of fair weather we made a plcafant excurfion to the Hot-wells,
fituate about a mile and a half from the city near thofe tremendous rucks, which feem
rent afunder by fome extraordinai-y violence of nature. There is very little interrup-
tion of buildings the whole wayr; for the accommodaton of company which attend in-

the feafon, the buildings contiguous are commodious and elegant; an excellent pump-
room and lodgings, a fmall crefcent with fhops, &c. before which are feme agreeable
parades, the river Avon winding very near ; beyond are two handfome long rooms,
for affemblies, public breakfafts, &c. This warm fpring was firft noticed about the be-
ginning of the lafl century, and at that time was covered with the fea at every high
tide : its waters notwithftanding preferved their heat and virtues. At firft it was a po-
pular medicine for fore eyes, but the common people foon extended it to fcorbutic and
fcrophulous difeafes with equal fuccefs, and in procefs of time began to drink the waters,

which they found equally falutary and pleafant
;

qualities perhaps no where elfe fo tho-
roughly united. Dodtor Vernor publiflied their fame to the world, and when they
came to be examined by the learned, their virtues were acknowledged, their effects

particularly explained, and highly commended. The ei!icacious qualities of thefe wa-
ters, in all confumptive cafes, owing to their being impregnated upon the beft chemical
principles by lime-llone quarries, through which they flow with a foft alcaline quality,

are too well known to need further comment or quotation. At the delightful village

of Clifton, on the valt hill above, fo favourable in fituation for invalids, are numerous
and elegant lodgings, where, refrelhed by the molt pure and vivifying breezes they may,
by the aid of thefe reftoring fprings and gentle exercife, chafe away grim death. Befides
the lodgings at Clifton there are many gentlemen's feats, and at the late Mr. Coldney's,
now his widow's, is a very valuable and curious grotto, efteemed one of the beft in

England, but it is neceflary to^go with a recommendation from fome of the owner's
friends to gain admittance, for want of which we were difappointed. We now ftroUed

awhile upon St. Vincent's rocks to enjoy the various charming profpefts, &c. and fee the

tide-fwoln river roll through the ftupendous cliffs beneath, whillt the objeds on and
about its waves appeared in perfecl miniature. We faw too the ihuddering fight of men
working out lime-ftone from amidft the perpendicular fides, every moment in immi-
nent danger, as if it were their laft ; the manner in which they climb down feems al-

moft impoffible, and the moil fatal accidents do continually happen. Not far from
hence are dug the Briftol llones, hard and tranfparent alinoft as real diamonds. We now
returned to our tavern the Bufh, at Briftol, which in juftice to its merits deferves the

praife of all who know it. The prefent owner, Mr. Weekes, certainly condufts this

bufinefs with a fpirit and attention beyond comparifon ; and for the benefit of the mer-
chants and others, here are always to be found cold provifions and ordinaries on a plan

much more reafonable and liberal than any other place in the kingdom. Amonglt the

many
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many public entertainments that are held at this hou'e, ue were witnefs to one very

fplendid and worth notice. It was an annual meeting of the Weft-India Captains, con-

iifting of about loo fubfcribers, who pay two guineas Gzchper aim. to this excellent fund

for the reliefof their widows, orphans, or diftrefled families, fimilar to what is eftabhfhed

by the clergy in moft parts of the kingdom. From hence we proceeded to Bath through

Keinfliam, fo called from Keina, a devout Britifli virgin, whom the credulous of former

ages believed changed fcrpents into ftones, becaufe great numbers of thefe foffils

were found in the adjacent rocks. Here was formerly an abbey founded by William

earl of Glocefter about 1 170, and granted by Edward Vlth to Thomas Brydges, 1553;

on the fcite whereof was an handfome feat of the duke of Chandos*, till within ten or

twelve years, which the mother of his prefent wife finding fault with he deftroyed j

the value of the materials only repaying what he had juft then expended in re-

pairs.

Bath now becoming our refidence for a few days, our whole thoughts and attention

were employed in ceafelefs admiration of its incompavable beauties. The antiquity of

this charming city is unqueftionable, and its fame unrivalled ever fmce the difcovery of

its ineflimable waters. How, or at what exaft period I do not prefume to determine j

King Bladud and the (lory of the pigs may or may not be true ; but as chance is com-

monly found to have been the parent of moft of our greateft difcoveries, it has that

Itrongly in its favour. Ptolemy calls them tSoctx ^spfxa, hot waters. The Britons call-

ed this place Yr Ennaint Twymin, which bears the fame interpretation ; alfo Caer Ba-

don, i. e. the city of Bath. Thefe waters haveraifed various conje£lures how they de-

rive their heat. Whether from palling through mineral beds, or from fome fubterra-

neous fire in the bowels of the earth, dr, (as feems more probable from the experiments

in chvnuilry,) whether their origin is dependant on the fermentation of two different

fources, from the oppofite hills Claverton and Landfdown, meeting in fome caverns in

this vale, which produce that hot, foft, milky liquid, fo beneficial to mankind j what-

ever may be the caufe, it is fufficient that their falubrious qualities have

had the te(f of ages, and without fome preternatural change, are not likely to fail.

The following abllraft of a letter upon this fubjeifl:, writen in Latin, by Dr. Meara

of Brillol, to Dr. Prujean of London, I met with in Childrey's Rarities, and think it

too curious to be omitted.
Balh, /liiguft the 2</, 1659.

"W and H. Sir,

" Wriat I Ihould have done long fince, &c. The facrifice I bring to your altar, will

not, I conceive, be ungrateful. It is the ftrange accidental difcovery of a noble miftery

touching the caufe of the heat of the Baths here ; the fearch into which hath long cx-

ercifed the moft famous phyficians ; the manner of it was thus. The right honour-

able the lord Fairfax, who continues ftill at the Bath with his lady, riding abroad not

far from this city two days ago, to take the air, by chance found a kind of chalk as

white as fnow, working here and there out of the ground in little heaps, like earth caft

up by moles. A [)Iece of this he brought home, and fliewed me. It is a crumbling

matter, and almolt of iti'elf turns to a fmall light duft ; its tafle is manifeftly acid, with-

aftriction ; but by little and little, biting, and caufing extream hot ftrangulatlon in the

mouth, fo that I am pcrfuaded it hath much calcanthus in it, and is not altogether

• Dtfcendcd from the elder brother of Thomas Bridges. The dtfce id int oftlie faid Thomas, (Geurge
Bridges, efq. of Aviiigton, in Hants, biing the lad of his branch of the fan ily,) devifed it to his very

iiiUiit coufin, the preleiit duke, with hii other eftates, by will, 1751.

without
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witlioiil- arfenick, I put it into cold water, and prefently it fell a boiling and bubbling
apace, juft as if It had been quick lime ; and by degrees the water grew fo very hot,
that it would quickly have boiled air egge. Now feeing that this chalk is found near the
Bath, I conceive it not unlikely that it is this that heats the Bath -water : I know very
well that authors generally attribute the heat of baths to fulphur or bitumen. Nevcr-
thelcfs, though it cannot be denyed that there is a great quantity of bitumen and fulphur
found in thefe fprings, and the cures of fcabbineis, ulcers, trembling, tlie palfy, and
the like difeafcs, doth evince that the Baths are plentifully impregnated with them

; yet
I doubt whether either of them hath any fermentative power in them to heat water,
feeing both of them want acidity, the eflicient caufe of fermentation ; the contrary of
which will follow upon the crumbling and incoherent confidence of this chalk. The
place where this folfile was found, is an earth porous like a fponge, fo that it plainly

appears to be (as it were) the ilos or excrefcencc of fermenting minerall, working up
out of the earth with thofe fpirits, that caufe the fermentation. But what to determine,
and fay pofitively in this dark riddle, I know not ; and therefore humbly fubmit it to
your judgment, kc." The fubjed is too voluminous and well known to dwell upon ;

here then we Ihall only mention the names of the baths,which are the King's, the Queen's,
and the Hot and Crofs Bath j the former being the largeft and moll frequented deferves
further notice. In the centre is a large refervoir to redrain the rapid motion of the
main fource and difperfe the waters and heat more equally over the bathing area, alfo to
eonduft it through pipes to the pump-room for drinking. The whole has of late years
been greatly improved and ftill continues. The pump-room is an handfome oblong
building, where mod of the morning you meet much company refrefhing nature with
a cordial glafs, and in the height of the feafon is fo crowded as to demand a larger edi-

fice. From the window we faw the fmoaking element, and its handfome recedes for
the bathers: alfo the ftatue of King Bladud, ereded in the year 1699, with the follow^
ing fubfcription in copper.

BLADUD
Son of LUD HUDIBRAS,
Eighth King of the Britons from Brute,

A great Philofopher and Matlicmutician»

Bred at Athens,
And recorded tlie firft difcoverer ard founder of thefe Baths»

^63 years before Chrill

;

that is,

2562 years,

to the prefcnt year,

1699.

Having given a fliort Iketch of this great fource, let us now proceed to fome of Its

mod noble effefts ; the original city, fituate round the centre of this rich circular vale
on the borders of the Avon, and encompaffed with mod beautiful and fertile hills, is too
far eclipfed by the variety of admirable dreets and fquarcs in the new town, to detain
us long ; but before we proceed it may not be improper to take notice of the cathedral
or.abbey, and the noble edifice, guildhall. The former is a noble plain edifice, founded
by King Ofric 6y6, which underwent various changes and reparations till Oliver Kino-,

a bifhop, began the prefent drufture I495» occafioned by a dream, according to the au-
thority of Sir John Harrington, as follows. " The bifliop having been at Bath imagined
as he one night lay meditating in bed, that he faw the Holy Trinity, with angels afcend-
ing and defcending by a ladder, near to which was a fair olive-tree fupporting a crown."

VOL. II. K K He
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He alfo thought he heard a voice which faid " let an olive cftablifli the crown, and let a

king reftore the church." This made fuch a ftrong imprefTioa upon the good prelate,

that without delay he ordered the work to be forwarded, but did not live to complete

if. On the well; front we now plainly fee a reprefentation of his vifion, under the title,

de furfton ejl,
''

it is fromon blgb." The infide is plain and lofty, from eafl to well

a 1 o feet, tranfept 1 26, but boaits no fliew of ancient or fplendid monuments. Over the

altar is an handibme painting of the Wife Men's offering, given by general Wade, a

city member, 1725. The prefent guildhall, in High-flreet, is a very elegant modern
ftrufture, built by iVIr. Thomas Baldwin, archite£f, about the year 1756. The front

exhibits a ruftic bafement fupporting an Ionic fuperftrufture of four columns, and a

rich pediment with city arms and other decorations, at each end is a long wing of about

50 feet. The principal (lory contains a ball room of 80 feet by 40, fuitably finifhed in

modern tafte. Leaving this part of the city we pafs northward to Milfom-ftreet very

fpacious, well paved, and handfome ; on the left of which are Oueen-ftreet and Wood-
ftreet, leading to Queen-fquare, Parade, he. Thefe were the firft and great im-

provements of the famous Mr. Wood, to whom this place is much indebted for many
of its principal features. From hence up Gay-ftreet leads to that beautiful pile of build-

ings called the Circus, planned by the fame admirable architect about the year 1754,
the houfes of which are uniformly built round the periphery of a large circle, (only in-

terfered by three ftreets at equal diftances from each other,) and are enriched with all

the proper embellifhments of the three orders, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. The
next and moft fuperior range is the Royal Crefcent, comprehending a very large elliptic

fpan of upwards of 60 Ionic columns, on a ruftic bafement, and fupporting a beautiful

cornice ; there is only one window on a floor between each pillar, fo that being thus al-

ternate there feems too great a profufion of them; each end difplays a very noble houfe

of five windows on a floor, with as many columns alternate and double at the corners,

like the centre-houfe. The verdant ground falls fweetly down towards the river, and
the rifmg country beyond prefents as beautiful an amphitheatre as can be viewed. The
picturefque eye of Mr. Gilpin could not be fuppofed to find much amufement among
fuch objedts ; yet he mentions the Circus as thrown into perfpeclive, from a corner of

one of the ftreets that run into it, and if it be happily enlightened is feen with advantage.

The Crefcent, he fays, is built in a fimpler, and greater Ityle of architedure. He fur-

ther adds, that he has " heard an ingenious friend, colonel Mitford, who is well verfed

in the theory of the pidturefque, fpeak of a very beautiful and grand effedt of light

and rtiade, which he had fomctimes obferved from an afternoon fun, in a bright winter's

day, on this flrudture. No fuch effe£t could happen in fummer ; as the fun in the fame

meridian, would be then too high. The elliptical form of the building was the magical

fource of this exhibition. A grand mafs of light, falling on one fide of the Crefcent,

melted imperceptibly into as grand a body of fliade on the other ; and the efled rofe

from the oppofition and graduation of thefe extremes. It was ftill encreafed by the pil-

lars, and other members of architecture, which beautifully varied and broke both the

light and the fliade ; and gave a wonderful richnefs to each. The whole, he faid, fecmed

like an effort of nature to fet oft" art ; and the eye roved about in altonilhment to fee a

mere mafs of regularity become the ground of fo inchanting a difplay of harmony and

picturefque effedt." The truth of this one may very readily and with pleafure fub-

fcribe to, but the fame caufe which thus gives charms both to the fpeCtator and inha-

bitant in this fcafon of the year, mull be the iburce of tli? greateil uneafinefs, particularly

to the latter, in the fummer; and living in one of thefe centre-houfes muft be little bet-

ter than imbibing the heat and glare ia the focus of a concave mirror. A very good
row
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row of lioufcs are almoft fmilhed from the extremity of this Crefcent leading up towards
LanfJown, where near the fuminit of the hill is alfo ere£ling another new Crefcent,
parallel with the other, called Lanfdown-place, with a large chapel, &c. juft below.
The materials thrown out of this foundation are fome of them very curious and afTord

much fpeculation for the naturalift and virtuofo ; various foflils and fea-hke petrefactions

are found here. Betwixt this and the royal Crefcent, a moft admirable plan is pro-

jeifted for immediate execution, which is to confifl of another Circus, feveral handfome
ftreets, parades, groTes, &c. and when fmilhed will render this one of the completeft
fpots in Europe. In fhort thcfc elegances daily fcem to fpring up here by enchantment

;

for on the oppofite fide, called Beacon hill, we fee a tliird Crefcent in great forward-
nefs, the principal ftory of which difplays much Corinthian fplendor, one of thefe co-

lumns appearing between each window. A plan is alfo drawn by Mr. Baldwin for im-
mediately ercding a new fet of thefe kind of buildings in Bathwick meadows, belong,
ing to Mr. Pulteney,on the other fide his beautiful bridge. Thefe, together with the above
mentioned, are calculated to be no lefsthan i6o© houfes. What an unparalleled fpecta-

cle will this city be when the prefent plan is finiflied. There are numerous other llreets

and buildings finiflied within a few years, fpacious, and beautiful, which being fituated

by the fide of the hill are remarkably dry and airy. The new alTembly rooms, at the

eaft end of the Circus, next demand our notice, and for fize and elegance Hand unri-

valled. They were built by fubfcription, and cofl 2o,oool. The above mentioned ar-

chiteft Mr. Wood laid thefiril flone 1769, and they were opened in 1771. The ball-

room is 105 feet by 42 and 42, and mofl fuperbly finiflied. On one fide are various

ornaments of flatues and vafes alternate ; and on the other, inftead of curtains, the

windows are filled with fimilar rcprefentations in paint ; thefe were to nie quite novel,

and by the fplendid light of the feveral elegant chandeliers calculated to have a moft

charming eftect. Innumerable feats are placed in moft commodious order, one above ano-

ther, leaving the middle of the room quite open to the dancers, who are inclofed with

ropes like a race ground, fo that the coup d'ocil is inimitable. Oppofite to this is a very

handfome tea-room, &c. 60 feet by 42. In the centre of the building is an elegant ofta.
" gon card room, forty-eight feet diameter ; in which are two fine portraits of the late

Maflier of the ceremonies. Captain Wade, painted b;- Gainfborough, and the prefent

Mr. Tyfon, painted by Mr. James, a gentleman artifl:, which is only jufl: put up. Be-
yond this is another plain neat card room, 70 feet by 27 and 42. Every outward con-

venience is in the highefl flyle poflible, and the whole together are efl:eenied the fined

fuite in Europe. The Oclagon Chapel in Milfom-flireet, opened 1767, is a very com-
modious and elegant ftruclure, finiflied after a plan of Mr. Lightholder, architeft. The
altar piece exhibits a piece of painting by Mr. lioare, reprefenting the pool of Be-
thefda. Without affecting the plan of a complete guide, any further minutiae or defcrip-

tions of the many other chapels and public buildings would be tedious and foreign to

ourpurpofe. We will conclude, therefore, with mentioning that moft excellent Ge-
neral Hofpital, opened in 1742, which refleds the higheft credit on its mofl laudable and
liberal inftirution, viz. to extend the benefits of Bath waters to thofe whofe indigent cir-

cumftances will not allow them the ufe of thefe falutary fprings. In this afylum all the fick

poor of Great Britain and Ireland (thofe of this town only excepted, on the ground that

thev might be accommodated at a trifling cxpence at home) may find every proper af-

fiftance given to their diforders, by the help of a phyfician and other attendants, to ad-

minift:er this water, and order ever)' other neceffary medicine, diet, &c. gratis. So that

they can with no reafon fay, " Though an angel hath troubled the waters, alas, Sirs,

we have no friend to help us in." Various are the gentlemen's feats, 5:c. within a day's

It K 2 excurfioa
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excurfion of this city, fo that the admii-er of fuch noble fcenes, can feldom want amufe-

ment during a few weeks refidencc ; befides the eafier accefs up the furrounding hills

than formerly, renders the common exercife of riding moi-e agreeable on the downs of

Claverton and Lanfdown j whence the invalid, while he is breathing a more pure and

healthful air, may enjoy the energetic delights of near or difiants profpefts
;

particularly

on the latter, which is remarkable for a curious ftone monument, eredled by George

lord Lanfdown, (from whence it takes its name) in memory of a battle fought here be-

tween the king and parliament forces, 1643, '^ which his grandfather fir Beville Gran-

ville, an excellent perfon of great adtivity, intereft, and reputation, was flain.

Left Bath September 24th, afcended the vaft hill on the Wells road, and during an

interval of fair weather, had a fweet view over the whole city. From the fummit we
deviated about a mile, to infpect the free-done quarries on Comb-Down, adjoining

Prior Park, the beautiful feat of the late worthy Mr. Allen, juftly celebrated by Mr.

Pope, and afterwards of Bishop Warburton, in right of his wife, who re-marrying the

Rev. Stafford Smith, he now enjoys it during her life, after which it goes to an Irifh

nobleman. Lord Montalt. It has a very elegant front, confifting of a body, two pa-

vilions, and two wings of offices, all united by arcades, in a gentle curve of almoft

1000 feet; the order of architedureis Corinthian, on a rultic bafement, crowned with

a fine baluftrade; it has 15 windows on a floor, and the approach to the Corinthian

hall exhibits one of the largefl and mofl correct porticos in the kingdom. The ex-

ternal beauties of the grounds, formed into winding walks, gardens, terrace, &c. are

efteemed highly finifhed, and command, reciprocally, the mod delightful profpecl to

Bath. It is much to be lamented, that the traveller cannot be indulged with a more
minute infpeftion of this delightful place, which fince the death of the late poflelfor,

(truly flyled from his amiable and liberal qualities the genius of Bath) is feldom or ever

fhewn. We now entered the adjacent cavern of near 300 yards long, which, from the

vail quantity that had been got out for many years to fupply the city with its beautiful

free-flone, we faw wrought out into various ipacious and lofty rooms, and regularly

fupported by able pillars, left for that purpofe, that add a pleafing idea of fafety

to the obferving eye. The whole appears neat and agreeable, not much unlike the

vaulted apartments in the ruflic of a nobleman's manfion. The gentle weepings of

the rockinfome parts form petrefaftions, which, together with a few fpars interfperfed,

refleft the Ughts of the candles very brilliantly. The former mode of conveying the

large block sdireclly down the hill to Bath, by machines running on grooves or frames

of wood, fuch as we fee in the collieries about NewcalUe, is now no more ; they carry

them in common waggons, to the great detriment of the roads, and inconvenience of

traveller.*;. We now proceed as expeditioufly as this hilly country would permit. A
few fmall gentlemen's feats fituatcd in rich and pleafant vales, with the village of Red-

ftokc, were all the objects to amufe till we got to Old Down, a good iingle houfe of

entertainment, in a bleak fituation. After dinner we croffed the extenfive range of

Mendip hills ; Leland calls them Miner.u-y hills, as abounding with lead mines, and in

old records they are named Muneduppo, from the many knowls and fleep afcents that

are vifible. The ridges of thcfe hills run in a confufed manner, but moflly from ealt to

\vcft, and are of a very unequal height ; the foil is barren, and the air cold and foggy.

The furfiicc is mofily covered with heath and fern, and affords little or no food but for

fiieep. This part we now traverfed has a better appearance, being confiderably thrown

into large inclofures, with flone walls excellently formed, and covered wilh turf, out of

which mofUy grows a quick-hedge. In theie mines any Englifliman may freely work,

^xccpthe has forfeited his right by ftealing the ore, or working tools of other miners. For

7
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itisacuflom here to leave botli ihtir ore anJ tools all night upon the open hills, or in fome
flight hut clofc by : and whoever is found guilty of ftealing is condemned to a peculiar

punifliment, called burning of ihe hill, which is thus performed : the criminal is (hut up
in one of thefe huts furrounded wiih dry furze, fern or fuch like combuflible matter,

which being fet fire to in diflerent places, he is left to make his efcape as well as he can

by burfting this prifon with liands and feet, and rufliing through the fire ; but he is ever

after excluded from working on thefe hills. The lead found here is faid to be of a

harder quality than that of other countries, and is moflly ufed for making bullets and
fliot. On the wellern fide of ihofe hills is found plenty of lapis calaminaris, or cadmia
foflilis or calamine, wIkmi calcined and cemented with copper, makes brafs. It is alio

found in Derbyfliire, (ilocellerfhire, Nottinghamlhire, and Wales. Other countries

too may afford as gnat abundance, but from the befl: experiments, ours is found to be

of a much fuperior quality than any that comes from abroad*. Before the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, thismineral was held in very little eflimation in Grcaj^Britain ; and
even fo late as the latter part of the laft century, it wris commonly carried away as bal-

lafl: by the fhips which traded to foreign parts, efpecially to Holland. But its ufe being

now well afcertalned in this kingdom, and its fort fuperior to other nations, there is no
fear of lofing the advantages of this valuable article. Dr. Watfon fays that where of

late years great quantities have been dug on Bonfale Moor, near Matlock, Derbyfliire,

a bed of iron flone, about four feet in thicknefs, lies over the calamine, and the cala-

mine is nuich mixed, not only with iron-ftone, but with cawk, lead ore, and lime-ftone.

But this does not bear fo good a price as that which is gotten about Mendip ; the

former being fold tor about 40s. and the latter for 65s. or 70s. a ton before drefTmg;

vhen thoroughly dreffed the Derbyfliire calamine may be bought for about fix guineas,

and the other for SI. a ton. The ftrata, or veins of calamine found here, run between

the rocks, generally wider than lead ore ; the colour of it as it comes from the mine
is of a greenifli-grey, or yellow call, and fometimes contains lead. Aft«r having pro-

cured a fufficient quantity and fufliciently cleanfed its impurities, they commit it to the

calcining oven, built much in the fame form as that ufed by bakers, but larger ; on
one fide is a hearth, divided from the oven itfelf by a partition open at the top, by
•which means the flame pafl'es over the calamine and calcines it. The fire is common-
pit coal, which is thrown upon the earth and lighted with charcoal. When fufficiently

calcined they beat it to powder and make it fit for fale. In making brafs the proof of

the richnefs of calamine arifes from the quantity taken up by the copper which at the

greateft degree is about one third. The method of making brafs with calamine. Dr.
Watfon thus defcribes. Copper in tin plates, or which is better, copper reduced (bv
being poured, when melted, into water) into grains of the fize of large ihot is mixed
with calamine and charcoal, both in powder, and expofed in a melting-pot, for feveral

hours, to a fire not quite ftrong enough to melt the copper, but fufficient for uniting

the metallic earth of the calamine to the phlogifl;on of the coal ; this union forms a

metallic fubftance which penetrates the copper contiguous to it, changing its colour from
red to yellow, and augmenting its weight in a great proportion. At niofi: of our Eng-
lifh brafs works they ufe 45 pound of copper to 60 of calamine for making ingot brafs,

and they feldom obtain lefs than 60 or more than 70 pound of brafs. When they
make brafs for the purpofe of pans or kettles, and the drawing of wire, they ufe cala-

mine ot the fineft fort, and in a greater proportion, generally 56 pound of calamine to

34 of copper. The varieties in the colour, malleability, and dudihty of brafs, proceed

* Phil, Tranfaftioiis, 156 p. C72.

from
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from the quantity of the calomel imbibed by the copper. Though we- have always had

this commodity, yet brafs has not been made long before the commencement of the

prefent century. Dr. Watfon is of opinion that the beginning of the brafs manufactory

in England may be properly referred to the policy of Queen Elizabeth, who invited

into the kingdom various perfons from Germany, who were well ikilled in metallurgy

and mining. About the year 1 650, one Demetrius, a German, fet up a brafs work in

Surry, at the expence of 6000I. and above 8000 men are faid to have been employed in

the brafs manufaftories eftablilhed in Nottinghamfliire and near London. Though
this art afterwards went to decay, yet about the beginning of the prefent century it re-

vived, and is now eftablifhed amongfl us in a very great extent, fo that we annually ex-

port large quantities of manufadtured brafs to moft parts of the world. But the value

of calamine has been much raifed by the ingenious D. Ifaac Lawfon, who difcovered it

to be the true mine of zinc, but died before he made any advantage of his difcovery*.

Dr. Price and others are of the fame opinion about the difcovery of zinc ; but Dr.

Watfon places him fecond in this difcovery, and fays that Henckel was the firft perfon ,

in Europe who procured zinc from calamine!. Zinc in colonr is not unlike lead
;

is hard and fonorous and malleable in a fmall degree ; it does not melt fo eafily as

either tin or lead, but more eafily than filver or copper. The filings of zinc are of

great ufe in fire-works, owing to its fingular combuftion. The asronauts are alfo much
indebted to this metallic fubftance for the inflammable air it yields by folution in the

acids of vitriol and of fea fait. Zinc and copper when melted together in different pro-

portions, conltitute what are called pinchbecks, &c. of different yellow colours. Bc-

fides thefe there are many other metallic mixtures which copper enters as the principal

ingredient; the moft remarkable are gun-metal, bell-metal, pot-metal, and fpeculum-

metal. What is commonly called brafs cannon does not contain the leaft of that metal

in its compofition, but confifts of copper and tin. At Woolwich, the only foundry for this

fort of cannon in England, they feldom ufe more than twelve or lefs than ten parts of

tin to every 1 00 of copper, according to its purity, and the fineft copper requires the

moft tin. This metallic mixture is fold before calling, for 75l.a ton, and government

pays for calling it 60I. a ton. The ftatuary metal of the ancients, Pilny fays, vi^as com-
pofed in the following manner, *' They firft melted a quantity of copper; into which

they put a third of its weight of old copper, which had been long in ufe ; to every 100
weight of this mixture, they added I2|lb. of a mixture compofed of equal parts of lead

and tin." Bell-metal alfo confifls of tin and copper, but their proportions are varioufly

ufed. Lcfs of tin is generally ufed for making church-bells than clock-bells, and a little

zinc is added for thofe of repeating watches, and other fmall bells. It is very remark-

able that the bulk of the mixture of copper and tin is a quarter lcfs than the fum of

the bulks of the two component parts, while their weights remain the fame : take two
balls of copper and two of pure tin, of the fame form and quantity, then mglt the for-

mer into one, to which add the tin ones, and pour out the mixture melted into their

former moulds, and there will fcarce come forth three balls, the weight of the four

being referved. Pot-metal is made of copper and lead, the lead being one fourth or

one fifth the weight of the copper. Speculas or glafs mirrors are made of copper and

tin ; and it is found by experiment that 14 ounces and a half of grainj tin, and alb.

* Campbell's Survey of Brit. vol. zd, p. 55.

+ Sec the edition of Heiickel's wcirlcs, publifhed at I'aris, 1760, vol. 2d, p. 494.
\ •' Grain tin (of which wc fliall fpeak more fully in Cornwallj is worth 10 or 12 fhillings per loomore

than mine tin, becaiile it is melted from a pure mineial by a charcoal fire ; whereas mine tin is ufiially cor-

rupted with mundick and other minerals, and is always melted witli a bituminous fire, which communicates
a harfh, fulphureoue, injurious quality to the metal." i^ryce Miu. Cornu. p. 137.
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of copper make the befl compofition : and to avoid its being porous the tin fliould bo
added to the melted copper, and this mafs afterwards be remelted*. Pliny fays, that the
bed fpccula were anciently made at Brunducium of copper and tin.

We now very foon approached the ancient city of Wells, fituate at the foot of Men-
dip hills, in a ilony foil and full of fprings, whence it has its name. Leland fays, " the
chiefefl ipring is called Andres Welles, and rifeth on a meadow plot not far above the
eaft end of the cathedral church." He alfo fpcaketh of the town as large and built

moftly of (lone, particularly the market place and conduit, the work of Thomas Beck-
ington, feme time bifhop of Bath. But the buildings mofl famous are the cathedral

and Bifhop's palace furrounded with a fofs, which was a caftle belonging to fir Joha
~ Gates about the time of Edward VI. The wefl front of the cathedral has ever been
admired for its complete Gothic difplay of imagery, fuperior to any other of the kind,

and contains almofl as much work as the inner part of this or any other church, yet

there is a vafl heavinefs in the towers for want of pinnacles. It was built on the fcite

of the original one (founded by King Ina) by Robert de Lewis and Jofeline de Welles.
It was made a fee in the time of Edward the Elder. William the Conqueror gave the

•city of Bath to God, St. Peter, and John bifhop of Wells to augment his epifcopal feat j

upon which he removed his fee to Bath, being the fuperior place. This foon raifed a
controverfy between the two cities about the feat and eledion of their bifhop

; but in

the reign of King Stephen it was put a ffop to by Robert, bifhop of Wells, who ordained

that in future the titles fhould be united ; and the bifhop be chofen by an equal num-
ber of canons of each church. The infide from eafl to weft is about 300 feet ; tranfept

122, which anfwers to the weft front, and 70 high, ornamented in a fmgular manner
with inverted arches. The choir is handfome, and the throne ornamented with a rich

perfpeftive of a Spanifh church. The painted glafs on the eaft window is in good pre-

fervation. The chapter-houfe is a very beautiful odtagon, turned upon a rich Gothic
pillar in the centre. The monuments are not numerous, a few of the monks from
GlafTenbury abbey, one in particular of friar Milton ; from whence alfo was brought a
very curious German clock, with the fun, moon, &c. moving in their order, over which
is the reprefentation of a tournament by the fame machinery ; a figure of a man ftrikes

the hours and quarters with his hands and feet ; thefe are placed in the north great

tranfept. No diredtory or fmall account of this cathedral, tombs, &c. has yet beea
publifhed, but one is now in hand by the perfon who attends.

In the morning early, accompanied by heavy fhowers, we went about three miles of
bad and intricate road to fee the famous cavern, called Okey-hole, under Mendip
hills, one of the greateft natural curiofities in thisifland. Our approach to it was by
a paper-mill, on the ftream which flows from this cavity. Mr. Tudway, member of
parliament for Wells, is the proprietor, and lets it to a perfon on the fpot for loL
per annum. Of this as many idle ftories (fays Camden; have been related by the

inhabitants hereabouts, as the Italians have of their Sibyl's cave in the Apcnnine
mountains. But laying afide thefe filly tales about the old witch ; let us confider and
examine what it really appears, fome great convulfion of nature. The perfon who
attends, led us in through a fmall orifice about fix feet high, compofed of lime and
pier-ftone, mixed with fpar : after a few yards the cave began to expand, and the

lofty roof, hung with fpar, flione like diamonds by the light of our candles ; we palled

two vaft lumps of petrifaftion, formed by the drippings of the rock on the floor^

* Phil. Tranfaflions 1 777» p- 296. For a more minute account of thefe fubjcfts, fee Watfon's Chera.
tol. iv. tlfay i and 3.

which
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which refembled a pillar of fait, and a lion couchant: we now defcended about 14

fleps, called Hell-ladder, the only appearance of art through the whole, hewn down

the llippery rock for the convenience ofvlfitors; at the bottom we faw what is fancied

this old witch's footllep, and her porter's tomb ; the cafual fwells of petrifaftion.

AVe now entered what is called the kitchen, about 150 yards from the firft mouth;

this is formed very fpacious and circular, with a curious vaulted roof, near fifty feet

high ; on one fide flows the river, in fome places deep, and contains large trout and

eels. This is fuppofed to run from fome boggy lands in the hills above. On the op-

pofite fide of this vafl apartment, which is near feventy yards over, is what they call

a brewhoufe, and in a bafon of water is a mafs of petrifaftion, refembling much the

froth on wort : clofe adjoining is the boiler and furnace, and near them fits the old

hao- herlVlf, as watching her domestic concerns. In another part lies an exaft pic-

ture of fome animal's kidney, which they call a bullock's ; above this hangs great

part of a hare, made ready for the fpit, the back being a very firong refemblance

;

in another part is what they name a flitch of bacon. All thefe, with thoufand others,

are imnienfe petrifaftions from the weepings of the rocks ; a fingle drop congealing

en the floor, thus becomes in time hke globes of vaft circumference. To the left of

this is another apartment called the hall, which though not fo fpacious is very lofty

;

from the ground to the centre of the roof, gradually coved, is about 100 feet. Next

we enter the parlour, which is an oval of about 60 feet by 40, but very low in com-

parifon with the others ; on one fide is a fmall hole through which a dog is faid to

have paffed betwixt this and Cheddar Cliffs, with the lofs of his hair only, as he

explored this wonderful palfage of five miles in quell of fome vermin. We now ar-

rived at the extremity, 300 yards from our entrance, the river here preventing any

further paflage ; though our guide has at low water gone many yards further, and

has been able to throw flones beyond, till finally impeded by the depth of the river.

Returning we admired the various flala^ites, petrifadions, and fpars, in their vaiious

gradations ; our eyes being longer accuftonied to this imperfed light we could now
^llinguifli better,

" And fee where it is hung
With forms fo various, that no power of art,

The pencil or the pen, may trace the fcene !

Here glittering; turrets rife, upbearing high

(Fautallic mifarrangement) on the roof

Large growth of what may feem the fparkling trees

And (lirubs of fairy land. The chryftal drops

That trickle down the branches, fail congcal'd

Shoot into pillars of pellucid length.

And prop the pile they but adorned before.

Here grotto within grotto-

-There imbofs'd and fretted wild

The growing wonder takes a thoufand (liapes

Capricious, in which fancy feeksin vain

Tlie likenels of fome objedt feen before.

Thus nature works as if to mock at art.

And in defiance of her rival pow'rs ;

By tliife fortuitous and random flrokes

Performing fuch inimitable feats

As llie with all her rules can never reach'*." ^

Whatever has been the origin of this wonderful place, it is extremely worth the tra-

veller's notice, and if as much known as Caftlcton in Derbylhire, and fct off with

* Cowper's Tafk, book jth, page |8(5.

proper
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proper illuminations, a boat, mufic, kc. no doubt would be greatly rcfortcd to.

About five miles north weft of" this, near the fmall town of Chedder, remarkable for

rich and large cheefe, are large clifi's of the fame name, and a ftupendous chafm,

quite through the body of the adjacent mountain, as if fplit afunder by fome violent

convulfion of nature, which exhibits an awcful appearance to flrangers. Near the

entrance is a remarkable fpring of water, rifing in a perpendicular direftion from

the rocky bafis of the hill; and fo large and rapid is its flream, that it turns a mill

within a few yards of its fource, and afterwards falls into the river Ax. Near to this

is another curious cavern, the entrance of which is by an afcent of about 1 5 fathoms,

among the rocks. Neither this nor Okey-hole, have any communication with the

mines of Mendip ; though it is well known, that in general among lead mines, there

are caverns, which are various both as to their nature and fituation.

Highly gratified by this Ihort excurfion, we returned to breakfaft at Weils, and

then purfued our courfe to Glaflenbury along a pleafant flat, with a few abrupt hills

rifing around, and pafled over Eaft Sedgemore, a green marfli of vaft extent. We
now afcended the hill and came upon Glaflenbury, fituate on the other fide, with the

vaft Torr hanging almoft over it ; upon the narrow fummit of which the abbot of this

ancient place erefted a church of good flone ; the tower flill remains, and is an ex-

cellent land-mark for failors. This chapel, which was dedicated to St. Michael, was

overthrown by an earthquake, 1275. Glaflenbury derives its origin (fays Camden)
from Jofeph of Arimathea, the fame who buried Chrift's body ; who is faid to have

come over here, and had this ground granted by king Arviragus, whereupon he

eftabliflied an holy community, and with his companions is faid to have been buried

here; from hence it was called, " the firft ground of God, and of the Saints in

England ; the bur\-ing place of the Saints, the Mother of the Saints, &c." After

this ancient fabric was worn out by time, King Ina, 6gi, built a (lately church,

dedicated to Chrift, St. Peter, and St. Paul. Afterwards Dunftan, a man of great

wit, inftituted a new order of Benediftine monks, who, by the bounty of good and

pious princes, got fo much wealth, as even cxceeeded that of kings. Atter they

had reigned in this affluence above 600 years, they were driven out by Henry VIII.,

and the monaftery demohfhed. 'J he lands and' revenues v.'hen the king took pof-

fcflion of them, according to Speed, were valued at 3508I. 13s. 4d. Dugdale, 3331I.

7s. 4d. But upon a fubfequent furvey by Mr. Pollard and Mr. Moyle, they were

found to amouut to 4085!. 6s. 8d. The fcite was granted, ift Edward VI., to Ed-
ward duke of Somerfet; and ift of Queen Elizabeth to fir Peter Carew. As we
pafled down the ftreet we faw the Abbot's Inn, (now the George) a curious relick

of antiquity, for the ufe of pilgrims, having the arms of the Saxon kings over the

gate. We vifited the abbey ruins, which Ihew great marks of their former magni-

ficence ; nothing remains entire but the kitchen, a very judicious piece of architec-

ture, an oftagon, whofe roof terminates in a point ; four of the oppofite fides contain

large fire-places and chininies. Mr. Grofle's view of thefe ruins, taken 1756, is very

accurate and beautiful.

It is a matter of lome aftoniihment that the inhabitants fliould be fo blind to their

own intereft as to pull down for their own piivate ufe what would have made fome

recompence for the lofs of thefe former revenues fpent among them, by bringing to

the town a great concourfe of people to admire its mouldering fabric. Nor is the

great owner, lord Eflex, lefs culpable for fuff"ering it. In the adjacent orchard we
were delighted to fee the vaft abundance of apples in full perfeclion, and to partake

of their peculiar flavour. Here ftands too the decayed trunk of the famous Hawthorn,
VOL. II. I, h io
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fo well known by the name of the Glaflenbury thorn, and its peculiar property of
blowing at Chriftmas : feveral of its children are growing in full perfection about this

place to hand down its glories to pofterity ; the fabulous report of its always fhewing

this fine bloom on old Chriftmas day in particular I found laughed at by the people

here themfelves ; but all agree in its blowing about that time and mod of the winter,

which may be proved by a feedling or graft in any part of the world. This tree is

certainly very curious in this country ; but it is very common in the Levant and Afia

Minor. It differs, fays Mr. Miller, from our common hawthorn by putting out its

leaves very early in the fpring, and flowering twice a-year.

Afcending the hill beyond, we rode on a fine terrace, commanding a fweet view

of the whole town, its two excellent churches, and lofty tower to the right; beyond,

the verdant plains of Sedgemore, and on this fide two others equally large, which
all unite below in one channel weftward to the a^lluary of Uzella, while to the north-

eafl; the lofty bounds of Mendip tower amidfl the fky. Hence we pafs through the

village of Street, and fee on our right Sharpham park, the feat of judge Gould, a na-

tive of Wells, as was the late baron Burland.

Dine at Piper's inn, a good fingle houfe ; in the garden we got, from a very fine

tree, twelve years old, a branch of Glaflenbury thorn, full of bloom and fruit, Sep-
tember 25th, which is now deemed a great rarity, for the colder the weather the

more flourifhing this exti-aordinary tree appears. la the evening we enjoyed a mofl;

glorious drive for feveral miles on the fweeteft terrace and fineit road imaginable ; on
our left, the verdant vale of King's Sedgemore*, where the forces of James II defeat-

ed the duke of Monmouth, encompafled with noble hills, and on our right an exten-

five marfl], called Brent Marfli, with Brent Knowl, backed by the great range of
Mejidip ; in front, the Briifol channel, evidently retreated, by the gradual change
of ages, from thefe former afl uaries. In this part of the fea are plainly vifible the

Holmes, and the country about Glamorganfhire beyond.

Though the general afpeft of this extenfive county is equally marked with the

bountiful hand of Providence, and the afliduous tillage of the hufbandman, yet there

are very prodigious trafts of land, which, though nor abfolutely ufelefs, yet there

is !io queftion but by proper management might be rendered infinitely more valuable.

Sedgemore, the fine plain we now beheld, is one of the mofl confiderable, and eafy

to be cultivated, being greatly enriched by a fea mud, which naturally produces the

fweeteft verdure imaginable. About ten years ago a petition was laid before the par-

liament for inclofing it, which was then oppofed and thrown out of the houfe; being

at that time furveycd, it was found to contain 22,000 acres, with not more than 18
inches difference in the whole level. The greateft right of common belonged to lord

Bolingbroke and lord llchefter. The former I was told fold his right of 400 acres

for the inadequate fum of 500I. ; what a fortune muft fuch a fpeculative bargain

prove upon an immediate inclofure, which is now likely to take place. The latter has

a very confiderable right, as lord of the manor of Somerton. There are many other

fpacious tradls which fall under the fame defcription of being reputed a difcredit to fo

fine a country, (viz.) Brent Marfli, Weadmore, Gcdncymore, Cannington-fens, &c.
which if thoroughly drained, might become as fertile and pleafant as tne reft of the

country. Though there are the ftrongeft proofs of the fea once being in full polTef-

fion of thefe moors, not only from their form and appearance, but alfo the names
of feveral villages, Weftern-fea, Middle-fea, Sec, yet their exiftcnce may be traced

as high, at leaft with equal certainty, as any thing in hiftory. It was in them, the

• Sec forward far this defcription, at Lyme, in Dorfctfliirc.

Cangi
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Cangl took flielter from the Romans, who have left indubitable proofs of their be-

coming mafters of this country, "as in the hundreds of Cannington and Cannings

in Wincaunton, which is fomttimes called Cangton ; and Kaingfham, as much as to

fay the manfion of the Cangi*." The Britons in thefe parts made their lafl efforts

againfl: the Saxons; and the boiiy of King Arthur was buried at Glaflfcnbury, which

Camden thus mentions as abridged from the account of Giraldus Cambrcnfis ;
" when

Heni7 II, king of England, had learned from the fongs of the Britifli bards that Ar-
thur, the niofl noble heroe of the Britains, whofe valor had fo difcomfited the Saxon
forces, was buried at Glaffcnbury between two pyramids, he ordered fearch to be

made for the body ; and th^y had fcarce dug feven foot deep, when they light upon
a croffed-flone, or a flone in the back part whereof was fadened a rude leaden crofs,

of good breadth. This being drawn out, appeared to have an infcription upon it

;

and under it almofl: nine foot deep, they found a coffin made of hollowed oak, where-

in were depofited the bones of the famous Arthur f." To thefe places of refuge, the

Saxons in their turn alfo fled, when the fury of the pagan Danes had converted the

greatefl: part of the kingdom into a defart ; and at the conflux of the Thone and
Parret, is a river ifland, formerly called Athelingey, or the Ifland of Nobles, now
Athelney, famous in hiftory for being the fpot where king Alfred found an afylum

from thofe barbarians ; which place, at that time, was made inacceffible by ftanding

pools and inundations. Camden's favourite author, Malmcftury, fays, " It had for-

merly been a bridge between two towers, which were built by King Alfred ; alfo a very

large fet of alders, full of goats and deer; but the firm ground not above two acres

broad. Upon this he built a monaftery, the whole fl:ruclure whereof is fupported by
four pods faftened in the ground, with four arched chancels round it." Here the

prince and his followers, thofe few Saxon lords who had the courage and loyalty to

adhere to their fovereign in his diftreflfes, had nothing to fubfift upon during their con-

cealment, except a few fifli, which they caught and drefled in the befl: manner they

could; only fometimes, we are told, the king went to the cottage of a poor peafant,

who treated him with great kindnefs ; for which Alfred afterwards gave him a proper

education, and bellowed on him the bifhopric of Winchefter. Here too he is laid to

have planned that excellent conftitution, that fyltem of mild obedience, or rather of

rational liberty, which as the firfl of bleflings, was derived to us from one of the wifefl:

andbeftof men|. A remarkable curiofity was found fome years fince, (fays Di". Gib-

fon) near Athelney, belonging formerly to King Alfred, and lolt by him, (in all

probability) when he abfconded to this place, after he was defeated by the Danes.

This excellent edition of Camden §, has given three drawings of it, a front, back,

and fide view. That King Alfred caufed it to be made, is plain from thefe words,

infcribed round the margin iii Saxon characters, " Al/red commanded me to be
made." And it is the opinion of a very learned pcrfon. Dr. Hickes ||, that the oc-

cafion of it was the vifion of St. Cuthbert, which William of Malmelbury fpeaks of,

appearing to him and his mother the fame night, after he had been beaten by the

Danes, and retired into Athelney, and afl'uring him that he fhould be a great king.

In memory whereof we may well fuppofe that the image upon it is St. Cuthbert, (to

whofe merit he was wont to afcribe his future fucccifes over the Danes;) and not

* Camden, Gibfou's edit. vol. i. page S_^.

I For a drawing of the croTs and infcriplion, fee Camden, Gibfou's edit. vol. i. page 8o. See alfo

\Varton's beautiful poem, called " the Giavc of King Arlluir."

± Lhron. Saxon, page 85, and fir John Sptlman's Life of King Alfred ths Great, page 165.

5 In his fecond edition, vol i. page 75.
!| In the I'hilofophical Tranfaftioiis, No. 260.

L L 2 only
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only fo, but being plainly made, on purpofe to hang on a ftring, it is very probable

that he conftantly wore it, in honor to this his tutelar iaint.

However ufelefs thefe lands are in their prefent flate, they were not fo formerly, but

were thus reforted to in times of trouble, as a kind of natural fortifications. After-

wards, when fuch retreats were not neceflary, in order to reclaim thefe wild moors
and marfhes, we find many convents or religious houfes erected amongll them, viz.

Michelnev, or Muchelney, another river-ifland formed by the conflux of Ivel and
Parret ; this, according to mofl: writers, was built by King Athelflan, and remained

to the general dilfolution. In Burton's catalogue the revenues are valued at 498I. i6s,

^d. That alfo, which we^ have ju-l defcribed, in Athelney, founded by King Alfred

for Benediftine monks ; but the mofh flourifliing and confpicuous in thefe parts, which
anfwers to the purpofe we are fpeaking, was Glaftonbury, minutely defcribed above.

Asinftances of extenfive and fpirited works raifed and maintained for public utility, by

the members of this religious body, the following are fufficiently flriking. One abbot

ran acaufeway of flone and gravel eight miles over the morafs, extending from Somer-

ton to Bridgewater, which is flill called Graylock's Fofle*. Another abbot, at im-

menfe expence, erefted that lofty fabrick, called the Torr, on the vaft hill above

Glaftonbury, which plainly fliews to v;hat end it was built, being a mofl ufeful fea-'

mark. A third abbot raifed the great fluice, by which a large diilrifb about Brent-

marlh, &c. is preferved from the rude havock of the waters, by means of a large bank
and valvej. After the diffolution of thefe monafteries, many efforts were made for

the prefervation 3nd further improvements of thefe lands. In the reign of James I, a

fcheme was formed for draining the moors, but was never put into execution ; and
yet feveral of thofe ingenious writers juft quoted, clearly fliew it is not impraclicable.

On the contrary, another candid and judicious author has fliewn how eafily and at

what a fmall expence it may be donef. That it may fpeedily be undertaken, mult be
the ardent wifh of every admirer of his country and its welfare.

Defcending into the flat foon brings us to the ancient town and port of Bridgewater,

fituate on the river Parret, a populous and bufy place, fo named by fome from its

bridge and water, but more likely from Burgh-Walter, fo flyled in ancient charters,

and probably belonged to Walter de Doway a foldier under William the Conqueror.

This town was regularly fortified in the civil wars, and fuftained feveral fieges. The
tide at the bridge, which is neceflarily flrong, rifes with great impetuofity, fometimes

five fathoms, to the damage and deftruftion of unguarded veflels. This fudden rage

is called the boar, and is frequent in the rivers of this channel, particularly the Severn.

It is a corporate town, fending two members to parliament. Henry Vlllth created

Henry lord Daubeney, earl of Bridgewater, who dying without iffue male, this title

was extinft till James III conferred it upon John Egerton, fon of the great chancellor;

hence it was handed down in the fame Hne and raifed to the prefent title of duke.

This town had the honour too of giving birth to the famous admiral Blake, who, under

the commonwealth, fo much exalted the glory of theEngfifh maritime power. In the

church is a fine altar-piece of our Saviour taken from the crofs, painted by Guido,

and a prefent, which coft 700I. from the late Mr. Powlet, uncle to the prefent earl, of

Hinton St. George, in this county.

September 26. We now deviated from the great road four miles to Enmore Caftle,

the noble feat of lord Egraont, built by the father of the prefent owner. The family of

• Dr. Stukeley'sltin. Coriof. p. 115, &c. CamphelPs Survey.

\ Leland, vol. ii. fol. 42 ; and Sir William Dugdale's Hiftory of Embanking and Draining, p.I04i &c.

j Dr. Tuckcr'a Elements of Commerce. Camplell.

Mallets
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Mallets had a feat here formerly, of whom Thomas Mallet was flieriff of this county in

the 18th of Ouecn Elizabeth. John Mallet was the laft heir male of this family, and

left one daughter Elizabeth, who marrying to John Wilmot, the lail lord Rocheller,

(mentioned before as born at Dicheley) carried this great cftate into that family. She
had only three daughters, among whom, for want of an heir male, the cftates of both

families were divided. This caftle is the true reprefentation of thofe ancient habita-

tions, which, amid the rivalfliip, animofities, and dangers of feudal times, were the

impregnable proteftion of every potent baron before the invention of gunpowder and

the ufe of artillery. It is furrounded by a deep fofs, which we crofs over by a draw-

bridge, into the court, a handfome and fpacious quadrangle, leading to the hall, a

well- adapted room, furrounded with a large gallery; the walls adorned with family

bulls and coats of arms; painted chairs of the fame, &c. We afcendediuto the upper

apartments by a curious geometric flaircafe; thefe confifl: of a good breakfaft-room ;

an armoury, large, and handibmely hung with mofh of the proper implements of war.

Dining-room, about 48 by 27, lofty and well furniO-ied. Over the chimney is a paint-

ing of Charles the Firfl: on a white horfe, with a page attendant ; King William and

Queen Mary in coronation robes. An unintelligent guide and want of a catalogue,

muft apologize for our deficiency iu the names of mailers, &c. Library, an excellent

appropriated room of about ^6 feet by 30. Pafs a fuite of bed apartments in which

we faw many paintings ; an old one very linking, of Chrift taken from the crofs,

with Mary, &c. hanging very expreflively over the body. Over the gate-way is a
pleafant plain room, which the family are very fond of, commanding a charming

profpeft of the country north-weft, with the lofty objecl of Brent Knowl rifing out of

the flat, and the diftant hills beyond. Drawing-room, a moderate fize, hung with

fine tapeftry. Saloon very fuperb, about ^6 by 27 and 36, to the bow-window ;

tapeftry of battles, Darius' queen taken captive, &:c. Anti-room, over the chimney

an excellent old painting of three foxes growling over their prey : and two beautiful

birds-eye views of St. Germains and Fontainbleau. Long Gallery, about 70 feet by

27, lofty and coved ceiling, The walls hung with numerous family portraits, fome
very ancient

;
particularly one on board, of Margaret Beauchamp, dutchefs of So-

merfet, living in the 5th ofEdward IV. grandmother to Henry Vllth, and great grand-

mother to Alice St. John, wife of Henry Parker, lord Morley, Hangham and Rhie,

anceflor to Catherina Parker, countefs of Egmont ; Elizabeth Calthorpe, daughter of

Sir Philip, by Amata Boleyn, fifter to Queen Anne, and aunt to Elizabeth. Alice,

daughter of John Sherman, Com. Somerlet, and wife to Richard Percival, efq. 1599.
Many others at different periods too tedious to tranfcribe.

From hence we crofled into the Taunton road, palling a pleafant park and feat be-

longing to lady Tynte ; which is remarkable for a fine aviary, and beautiful pleafure

grounds. The fmall farms and cottages are in this neighbourhood furrounded with

plenteous orchards. The golden pippin gathered as we drove along, moiflened our

palates with delicious flavour. We came now into the Taunton road, at the village of

North Petherton, ornamented with a fine Gothic tower, fo frequent in the weft. A
few miles further, on our right, ftands a pleafant fquare houfe at Wowert, rebuilt by
Mr. Sandford, having been deflroyed by fire about four years ago. Juft beyond is a
large ftone edifice, the feat of Mr. Brickdale, fituate near the parifh church, which,

together with the parfonage, appears too crowded. For want of timely information

we omitted vifiting the feat of colonel Bampfylde, only two miles to the right of
Taunton, which would have been the nearell way from Enmore caftle and lady Tynte's.

This ingenious gentleman has adorned his gardens with a richnefs of fcenery peculiar

to
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to themfelves, havmg alfo an uncommonly fine water-fall. His houfe difplays a good

colleftion of paintings, many of which are by his own admired pencil.

Taunton is a large wealthy town, fituate on the river Tone (whence named,) and

furrounded with that rich traft of land, vulgarly called T;mnton Dean ; beautified with

green meadows and delightful orchards, &c. the land upon an average, 40s. per acre.

The town has a remart;ably fpacious and neat market-place, with excellent modern
buildings for that purpofe. Here are two parifli churches, one a very beautiful ancient

Gothic tower, to which Sir Benjamin Hammct, member of parliament, was now open-

ing, and building a good flrect to be called Hammet. The manufadlure here is chiefly

woollen, and not fo flourifliing as formerly. Camden calls it " one of the eyes of this

county." Here Ina, King of the Wefl; Saxons, erefted a cafl:le which Defburgia his

wife levelled with the ground, after {he had driven Eadbricch, king of the Eaft Saxons,

cut of it, who had got poffefTion, and made it a kind of curb to a conquered country.

In the reign of Edward the Confeflbr, according to domefday-book, " it gelded for

54 hides, had 6t, burghers, and was held by the bifhop of Winchefl;er, whofe plead-

ings were here kept thrice a year. Thefe culloms belong to Taunton ; burgherifl:e,

robbers, breach of the peace, hannifare, pence of the hundred, and St. Peter's pence,

to hold thrice a year the bifhop's pleadings without admonition, to go into the army
with the bifliop's men." Hiftory of later date can likewife fliew it was one of the moit

confiderable places in the county, and that it had alfo its fhare of havock and diftrefs in

mofl: civil difturbances. In the reign of Henry VII. its caftle was twice taken by the

rebels, under Perkin Warbeck. It remained a place of great ftrength till the civil

wars in the laft century, when the parliament got pofl'efiion of it, but was afterwards

driven out by the marquis of Hertford. They royalifts did not long enjoy this viftory

;

for it was foon after taken by colonel Blake, ihis was alfo one of the mofl: forward

places in oppofing the meafures of Charles Ifl:, which brought on it the filial revenge of

Charles II. who, at the refl:oration, demoliflied the caflle, and took away their charter

of incorporation. In this fituation it remained 17 years, under the mere government
of portrieves and confl;ables, but at length bilhop Mew obtained a new charter from the

offended king, and it is now governed by a mayor, recorder, two aldermen, 24 capital

burgefles, &c. After fo refpedtable a body being found to conflilute this corporation,

it appears very fingular and almofl: contradiftoi-y, that the members of parliament

fliould be chofen by electors of fo fl;range a qualification as the following, viz. all pot-

wabblers, or thofe who drefs their own victuals, are entitled to vote, for which pur-

pofe they take care to have a fire hghted in the fl:reet fome time before the election,

where they drefs their viftuals publickly, that their votes may not be called in queltion.

There was formerly, without the eaft gate of the town, a priory for black cannons,

founded by William Gifiard, bifiiop of Winchefter, in the reign ofHenry I. which, at

the diilolution of religious houfes, was valued at 286I. 8s. lod. per annum. In 1685,
when the duke of Monmouth landed in the weft of England, he eftabliflied his head-

quaners here, and was proclaimed king,* &c.

In the evening we proceeded to Wellington, near which we paflfed a deer park, well

wooded, &c. in which ftands the feat of Sir Thomas Gurfton. Wellington is a fmall

market town, which, though employed in manufactures, wears tiie afpetl of much
poverty, and is only remarkable for having been the rcfidence and burial place of lord

chief juftice Popham, in the reigns of (^ueen Elizabeth and James I.

* Sec forward the particulars dcfcribcd in the account of Lyme in Dorfctfliire.

Early
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Early next morning the fun's bright beams gave a more ferene afpcft to the fky, and
we journeyed on the next ftage to Columpton, fituate on the river Columb ; the gene-

ral tenor of the country was rich, hilly, and extenfive. About halfway near the Iskak

hill of JV'Iaidcn-down, we pafs the divifion of the two counties and enter Devon north-

call. Its name fignifies what it really is, a heap of valUes and hills. The foil is vari-

ous, the hills in thefe parts naturally barren, and the lower grounds fruitful, but the

whole much improved by manure. The air is mild and healthful in the latter, but

very fliarp on the former, which we now felt ; and arrived at Columpton well pre-

pared to enjoy a comfortable breakfaft. This is a larger and better market town than

the lafl, and difplays more of the woollen maimfaQure ; King Alfred bequeathed it

to his youngeft fon Ethelward, with other lands in this county, Somerfetfliire, and

Hants.

From hence to Exeter we pafled much hilly ground and through a very pifturefque

village of mofs-clad houfes, called Bradninch. Next faw on our right. Sir Thomas
Ackland's at Columb-John, a very neat white manfion, beautifully fituated under a

wood-crowned knowl, furrounded with a park of deer, and a fine vale in front, graced

with the pleafmg objefts of a lofty village tower, and diflant hills. From the fummit

of Stock-hill, two miles from Exeter, you have a glorious circular profpeft, the ground
gradually falling every way from this centre into a deep and beautiful vale, enriched

with various feats, villages, and the fair city ; the vafl; circumference rifing again to a

noble range of verdant mountains, heaped and interfered in mofl variegated order

;

while on their diflant tops the fea-mark towers diftinguifh its frontier country, and the

river Ex opening towards the fouth v/inds broadly to the channel. The common
traffic and bufmefs of this county is moflly done by horfes with panniers and crooks ;

the former are well known every where, but the latter are peculiar to the weft, and are

funply conftruded, with four bent heavy fticks in the fhape of panniers, but the ends

aukwardly projefting above the rider's head ; with thefe they carry large loads of hay or

garden vegetables. The country people ride in a prodigious large boot of wood and

leather hung inftead of ftirrup to the horfe's fide, and half open, which they call gam-

bades. Query whether Bunbury did not from hence take the idea of his burlefque

horfemanlhip of Geoffrey Gambado?
The city of Exeter and capital of this county is fituated on a gradual defcent on the-

eaft fide of the river Ex, whence it derives its name, according to an old verfe of Alex-.-

ander Neckham, once prior of St. Nicholas.

Exonla fama celeberrimus Ifcia nomen
Pja:buit.

The Ex, a river of great fame

To Exeter has given name.^

It was called by the Britons Pen-Caer and Caer-Ilk, (i. e.) a city on the river Ifc ; the

Ifca of Ptolemy ; the Ifca-Danmoniorum in the Itinerary of Antonine ; by the Saxons

Exan-cefter, and now abbreviated to Exeter,

Before we begin to'defcribe this city in its prefent (late, it may not be improper to

take fome notice of its antiquitv, and aUo the various changes it has undergone at dif-

ferent periods. When Ifca firll fell under the Roman jurifdiftion is not clearly afcer-

tained. Camden thinks it was not Built fo early, as to have been conquered by Vef-

pafian, which GeoflVy of Monmouth aflcrts. Yet in the time of the Antonines it was

probably of confiderable note j for Antoninus continues his Itinerary to this city, and
* 4 no
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no further. Upon the Saxons Invading Britain, fuch as refufed to fubmit fled either

beyond the Severn, or to the ancient Danmonii, Devonfliire and Cornwall ; where

they formed a kingdom, which was not fubdued till about 400 years after. During the

reign of Alfred, the Britons in this county were fo overcome as to join in aflifting that

hero, when he drove the Danes from Exeter: but in 875 they returned with great

violence, plundered and fet fire to the city. This however was a trifling calamity to

what it fuffered in 1003, (being betrayed by one Hugh, a Noi-man, the govemour :)

when it was laid level from the eaft to the weft gate, and the whole inhabitants maffa-

cred in the moft cruel manner, by Sueno, the Dane, and his horrid barbarians. It

had fcarce time to recruit when William the Conqueror took pofleflion of it, after a

clofe fiege and obftinate refiftance. At that time (according to the furvey) " the king

had in this city 300 houfes : it paid 15 pounds a year, 48 houfes were deftroyed after

the king came into England." After this it withllood three violent fieges, firft by
Hugh Courtney, earl of Devon, in the civil war between tlie houfes of York and Lan-
cafter. Again, Perkin Warbeck, declaring himfelf to be Richard duke of York,
fecond fon of King Edward IVth, violently attacked this city, but the people believing

him to be an impoilor, defended themfelves with great bravery, till Edward Courtney

raifed an army and relieved them. For this valiant oppofition, Henry Vllth, with an
unufual effort of his nature, paid the citizens a vifit, beftowed on them great commen-
dations, and left them his fword he then wore, to be carried before the mayor on pub-

lic occafions, and alfo gave them a cap of maintenance. He lodged at the treafurer's

houfe in the Clofe, and ftayed tliere feveral days. A third fiege happened in 1549,
when the feditious Cornilh rofe in oppofition to the new religion in the reign of Edward
VI. but the inhabitants, though almoft reduced to famine, continued loyal, till lord

Ruflel arrived with an army and obtained fuch a victory over tlie rebels, that the 6tli

of Auguft was afterwards annually obferved as a day of thankfgiving, and the king re-

warded them with the rich manor of Ex-Ifland.

On the higheft part of the hill on which this city is built, and on the north-eaft ex-

tremity, ftands the remains of Rougeraont caltle, fo called from the redncfs of the foil.

Grafton, in his chronicle, fays, it was the work of Julius Casfar ; afterwards the feat of

feveral Saxon Kings, and fince of the dukes of Cornwall. Within the caftle walls a

chapel was built, by the lady Elizabeth de Fortibus, countefs of Devon, who endowed
it with lands, called the Prebends of Hays and Catton, for the payment of certain

weekly fervices therein to be performed. This town and caille held out fome time

againfl: the Conqueror; but a part of the walls falling down, it was furrendered at dif-

cretion. William contented himfelf with only altering the gates of the caftle, as a mark
of its being fubdued ; at the fame time he cither rebuilt or much repaired the whole
edifice, and beftowed it on Baldwin de Briono, hulband of Albreda, his niece, whofe
defcendants by the female line enjoyed it, together with the office of the fticrift' of De-
von, which feems to have been annexed to it, till the 14th of Henry III. anno 1230 j

when tiiat prince rcfuming into his own hands fundry caftles and forts in this realm,

difpoficfted Robert de Courtney, in whofe family it had been for three defcents. In

the reign ofHenry IV. John Holland, duke of Exeter, had a fine manfion within the

caftle, of which no traces are remaining. Anno 141 3, the city being vilitcd by King
Richard III. he was, during his ftay, nol)iy entertained by the corporation. On feeing

the caftle, he commended it highly, both for ftrcngth and beauty of its fituation; but

hearing it was named Rougemont, which Irom the fimilarity ot the found, miftaking

for Richmond, he futldcnly grew fad ; faying, that the end of his days approached ; a

prophecy having declared he fhould not long furvivc the fight of Richmond. In the

3 year
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year 1 588, at the lent aflizes held here, an infeftious diftemper, brought by fome Portu-

jTUofe prifoncrs of war, confined in the caRIc, dcflroycd fir John Chicliefler, the judge ;

eiglit junict-S ; eleven out of the twelve, impannclled jurors; with divers other perfons al-

iembled on this occafion. In 1651;, John Penruddock and Hugh Grove, both Wilt-

Ihire gentlemen, having joined in an unfuccefsful attempt, in favour of Charles II., were

here beheaded ; when many of inferior rank v-cre hanged atllavitree gallows. The
ruin reprefentcd in Mr. Grofe's view 1768, which is the entrance into the caftle yard,

was part of the exterior walls or out-works ; thefe enclofea confiderable fpace, in fliape

fomewhat like a rhombus, with its angles rounded off ; they were defended by four

towers, two on the weft, and two on the eaft fide. Its terrace and walls afford a de-

lightful profpe(il of the city and furrounding country.

The Ilreets and buildings in general wear the venerable afpecl: of antiquity. The
principal ftreet and thoroughfare is very long and fpacious, and to the weft very much
improved by an elegant bridge of three large arches over the river, and numerous fmall

ones continued up tlie ftreet to bring it to a level, which has been finilhed about ten or

twelve years, and coft near 2o,oool. In the eaft part ftands the cathedral originally a

inonaftery, founded by King Athelftan for Benedictine monks, and made an epifcopal

fee by Edward the Confeffor, the building was carried on by Leofric, and various have

been the after additions for almoft 400 years, and yet the uniformity is fo congruous as

to appear like the workinanfliip of one archite(5t. But we cannot fpeak of the external

appearance in any other light than as heavy and unpleafant, particularly when viewed

within the precincis ; a very different idea is given within, in every refpefl; magnificent

and pleafing. The whole length including the library beyond the altar is about 390
feet, breadth 70, and tranfept 135. The whole was lately new repaired and varniflied

with moft fuitable combination of colours, very unlike that taudry mixture which fa

much defiles the dignity of Wells. The body of this church is ufed f<5r piibHc preach-

ing, and early prayers, and filled with pews, a throne for the biftiop, i?cc. in a manner I

never faw before. The weft window is adorned with modern painted glafs, reprefenting

feven of the apoftles, St. Paul, Luke, Matthew, Peter, Mark, John and xVndrev,-, with

the arms of thole nobility and gentry of the dioccfe, at whofe joint expence it was exe-

cuted with much tafte and ingenuity, by Mr. Picket of York. The fcreen difplays

much fancy and magnificence of antiquity, reprefenting from tlie creation to the afcen-

fion in curious colours. Over this is a fuperb organ, efteemed very fine, the largeft pipe

being fifteen inches diameter, tw o more than that of the celebrated one at Uhn. The
choir is particularly light and beautiful, the eaft window contains good old painting ;

the altar piece finely devifed and ornaniented with a perfpedive view of the infide of

the church painted in the reign of James I. and the throne of moft curious workman-
ffiip, the carvings of the canopy are 60 feet high. We could meet with no dircflory

or defcription of the tonihs, Sec. nor has any pocket companion of iliis fort -jet been

publilhed, fo that our account muft be very ftiort and imperfed^ j Humphrey Bohun,
earl of Hereford, Hugh Courtney, earl of Devon, and his lady, Lord Chichefter, bi-

ihops Stafford, Stapleton, Brounfcombe, Lacy, kc. fir Thomas Spcke, fir Ilichard Sta-

pleton, fir Peter Carew having 17 coats of arms all impaled on the tomb, dated 1575,
leveral other Carews, and Knights Templnrs, lying crofs-lcgged in armour ; and a fine

monument in the lady's chapel, to the memory of the famous judge Dodderig-*, obiit

1628, ajt. JT,.
" Learning sdi'eu, for Dodder ige is gvTne

To fix his carllil)- to the heav'i.Ij- throne."

VOL. 11. M M. Another
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Another principal building, fituate at a finall diftance eaft of the city is the Devon and

Exeter hofpital, for the benefit of the decayed, fick, and indigent, one of the mofl

laudable charities ever encouraged, which reflefts great credit on its firfl: founder. Dr.

Alured Clark, dean of this church, 1740; and though fupported by a very bountiful

fubfcription, yet I was told that the numbers of poor manufafturers with which it is

crowded, render it neceffary to raife an immediate fupply by further contribution. This

woollen bufincfp, though not fo flourifliing as formerly, employs an abundance of hands,

and is chiefly wrought in the I'urrounding villages, -and brought here to be dyed, &c.

which we faw in palling over the bridge amongft the fuburbs, confifling of dye-houfes

and drying frames, fpread in crowds on the banks of the river.

From hence we afccnd the immenfe hill of Halldown, near fevcn miles in length and

three broad ; about half-way up we have a pleafmg view of Halldown houfe, the ele-

gant feat of iir Robert Palke, bart. built after the manner of Buckingham houfe, and

well furrounded with plantations. Though in itfelf a barren flinty common, this vaffc

fummit difplays one of the noblefl profpecls in this kingdom. To the fouth a mofl

glorious expanfe of fea, with the river Ex winding from the city into it, begirt with nu-

merous villages, feats, &c. the other three points afl'ording at the fame time fome of the

boldefl and mofl beautiful inland fcenes imaginable. The evening clofed in too fall to

give us all its charms in perfeftion, fuch as the adjacent new tower-like fummer-houfe

might yield upon a favourite day. We now defcended with hafte to our place of reft,

the fmall old market town of Chudleigh, which gives name to a very ancient family,

and title of baron to the Cliffords, fir Thomas, lord high treafurer of England, being

created by Charles II., whofe feat, called Ugbrook, is clofe adjacent.

Early next morning the wind blowing mild, but mifty, from the fouth-wefl, and

threatening rain, we proceeded to Afhburton : about half a mile on this road hang the

rude heads of a large black marble rock, which commands a wild view of the hills,

woods, and vales beneath ; this curious ftratum, found in large bodies in this part of

the country, we faw here converted by fire into very ufeful lime for drelTmg and im-

proving the land, a great part of which is arable and pafture, as well as abounds in cyder

fruits, this year fo uncommonly plentiful. In thefe marble quarries they get large

blocks, and fend them to Plymouth, London, &c. which for hardnefs and variety of

veins are little inferior to foreign productions. Paflmg over fome rugged moors w'e

faw on our left the feat of Mr. Templar. Afhburton is a neat market-town of one

principal ftreet, built chiefly of the white flate found in thefe parts. It has a large hand-

ibme church, built cathedral-wife, with a tower 90 feet high, and a leaden f'pire. Claims

alfo the privileges of a very ancient borough by prefcription, under the government of

a portrieve, chofen annually at the lord's-court. The choice of the two members is by

the voice of all houfe inhabitants, who are returned by that officer. It is likewlfe one

of the four Ifannary towns for the county, and gives title to a new-made law lord (Dun-

ning) now deceafed, an original inhabitant, if not a native. After breakfaft we left

this place for Plymouth, the long flruggle between the fun and clouds, at length ended

in violent rain, which continued the remainder of the day ; in the midfl of which we
arrived at Ivy bridge, but without being able to fee the beauties of this romantic fitu-

ation. \Vc dined at a moft excellent inn, and afterwards proceeded without much
obfervation till we approached the vicinity of Plymouth, in which are feveral good feats,

particularly one at Saltram, belonging to lord Borringdon*, whofe fituation and hang-

• Lord Borringdon died here Tucfday, April 28, 17S8. He was made a Peer 1784.
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mg woods by the fide of this arm of the fea might be deemed worthy much attention,

was there not fo great a rival (Mount Edgecumb) juft oppofite.

Plymouth is fituatcd between two very large inlets, made by the union of the Plyni

and Tamar with the channel, wliich form a moft noble bay, or found, for Ihips of the

greateft burden. The inlet of this fca, which extends many miles up the country north,

tc the river Tamar, is called Ilamouze, and parts Devon from Cornwall. The other

which receives the Plym, is called Catwatcr, an harbour capable ot containinc^ any num-
ber of vefl'els, which is appropriated chiefly for trade, to Virginia, the Sugar Iflands, and

the Streights. In the rei^n of Edward III., we find this place confideraLle ; afterwards

It much decayed, and dwindled into a fmall filhing town ; about two centuries ago the

convenience of the haven gave rife to its increafe, and now we fee it a moll flourifliing

and able port, protected by a flrong fort, built by Charles II. confiding of five regular

baRior.s, &c. The docks for building and repairing warJhips, begun by King William

III. in i6gi, are now brought to the highell perfeftion, which we fliall defcribe anon

in the order we faw them. Our firft bufincis was to view the ftrecis and buildings of

the old town, which engroffed but little of our time, being vile and ahnofl dangeroufly

narrow j it has however two handfome churches, St. Andrew, and Charles-church, i'o

called from its being dedicated to the memory of Charles I. This being a borough

town under the government of a mayor, &c. the (hvets about the town hall we
faw now crowded with people about to choofe a new one, as is ufual at this feafon of

the year.

We went next to vlfit Mount Edgecumbe, the delightful feat of the noble lord of the

fame name, fituate on the oppofite fide of the Ham-ouze. The way from hence is

through Stonehoufe, a populous place, to the dock ; here we were attacked by a vio-

lent llorm, which threatened awhile to prevent our proraifed pleaiure ; thisceafing, we
foon arrived at Dock, which furprized us with a very large difplay of fpacious ftreets-,

interfeding each other at right angles, very different from the place vi'e had jufl left; as

the inhabitants here are chiefly mechanicks, &c. belonging to the docks, the houfes are

flightly built, either of plaiiler, or flate ftone, abundantly got hereabouts, and will not

bear a minute inipeclion, but have a good efft& at a difl:ance. Leaving our carriage we
walked to the paflage, and crofled without any difficulty about three quarters of a mile

to the other fide of the water, which thus divides the two counties. A ring at the bell

jufl: beyond procures a necefl'ary attendant, who fhews and explains the whole of this

terrcflrial paradife. A gradual afcent up the lawn leads to the houfe, an ancient Gothic

ftrud;ure with three fronts; theeafl; looking full upon the Sound.

The internal improvements, that were now making, prohibited our infpeftion ; take

therefore Carew's account f publiflied 1605,) which is lively and accurate ;
" Upon this

fouth fhore, fomewhat within the ifland, ft;andeth Mount Edgecumb, a houfe builded

and named by fir Richard Edgecumb, father to the now poflfeflbr : and if comparifons

were as lawful in the malting, as they prove odious in the matching, I would prefume to

ranke it for health, pleafure, and commodities, with any fubjefts houfe of his degree

in England. It is feated againil the north, on the declining of a hill, in the midil of

a deer park, neere a narrow entrance, through which the fait water breaketh up into

the country, to fliape the greatell part of the haven. The houfe is builded fquare, with

a round turret at eiich end, garretted at the top, and the hall rifing in the midfl: above
the reft, which yieldeth a fliately found, as you enter the lame. In fummer, the open
cafements admit a I'efrefliing coolnefs : in winter, the two clofed doores exclude all

oftenfive coldneise : the parlour and dining chamber give you a large and diverfified

profpecl of land and fea ; to which under-ly St, N icholas Ifland, Plymmouth fort,, and
M M 2 the
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the townes of Plymmnuth, Stonchoufc, IVlilbrooU, and Saltafli. Ir Is lupplicd with a

ncver-fuyling fpring of water, and the dwelling florcd with wood, tiinbei", fruit, deere,

and conies. The ground abundantly anfwereth a houi'e-keepcr's neceflities, for paRure

arable and meadow, and is replenifhcd with a kiml of Ifone, ferving both for building,

Ivme, and marble. On the fea cliffs grovvcth great plenty of the bed ore wood, to

fatisfie the owner's want and accommodate his neighbours. A little below the houfe,

ill the fummer evenings, iayne boats come and draw with their nets for fi(h, whither

the gentry, of the houfe walking downe, take the pleafure of the fight, and tometimes at

all adventures buy the profit of the draughts. Both fides of the forementioned narrow

entrance, together with the paffage betweene (much iiaunted as the high way to Ply-

mouth,) the whole town of Stonehoufe, and a great circuite of the land adjoining ap-

pertain to Mr. Edgecumbe's inheritance : thefe fides are fenced with block-houfes, and

that next to Mount Edgecumb was wont to be planted with ordinance, which at com-

ing and parting, with their bale voices greeted fuch guclls as vifited the houfe, neither

hath the opportunity of the harbour wanted occafions to bring them, or the owners a

franke mind to invite them. For proofe whereof, the earft remembered fir Richard,

(a gentleman, in v^'hom mildnefs and itoutnefs, diffidence and wifdom, deliberatenefs of

undertaking, and fufhciency ofeffeding, made a more commendable than blazing mix-

ture of virtue,) during -Oueen Mary's reign, entertained at one time, for fome good

fpace, the admirals of the Englifh, Spanilh, and Netherland fleets, with many noble-mea

befides*."

We now proceeded along what was the green terrace, but has been lately gravelled,

and had a fine view of the harbour, the old town of Salthoufe, on the oppofite hill, Mr.
Harrifon's feat, Stonehoufe, Dock, and Plymouth, &c. in the found, Nicholas Ifland,

fatal fometimes to unwary fhips. Lalt December twelve months, three, heavy laden

with iron, fplit upon the rocks and were loll. The bold termination on the eaftern

fliore, is called Withey Hedge. From hence we continue through bowers of various

foliage, oaks, chefnuts, limes, plantains, variegated fycamores green and white, &c. to

an alcove oppofite the gate into the deer park, which affords a iimilar fweet view. The
firfl; objed after entering the park, is a mofs houfe ; from this we next come to an

open bench looking full upon the merchants' harbour of Catwater. Lord Borringdon's

pleafant place at Saltram has a charming effed here, bofomed in its own woods and

backed by Devon hills. South eafl in the found, at a fmall diftance from the fhore,

riles a high cragg called Mews-flone ; to this little ifland about fourteen years ago a
man was tranfported for feven years, where he quietly remained his due time without

fetting foot on other land. Leaving this habitation to his daughter he went to Loo
Ifland, about 30 miles fu:ther in Cornwall. She flill remains here, a widow with three

children, herhufband being lately drowned. We now were hid awhile in fweet foliage

till we came upon the large terrace beyond the park. Here the watry expanfe burft full

upon the view, and from the vaft arch we pals under, with a glafs I could plainly fee

Eddyfione light-houfe, four leagues from hence, and three from any land. The inge-

nious Mr. Winftanley fird undertook this arduous piece of architedure, and by repeated

vifits made it (land the attack of many a bitter fiorm, but at laft too confident of the

liability of human affairs he had his wilh of being in it, " when a fiorm ffiould happen,"

that fatal hurricane, Nov. 27, 1703, which baffling all attempts of dilfant aid, plunged

the whole fabric, and its unfortunate founder and all that were with him into the wa-

tery grave. A few days after, the Winchelfea, a homeward bound rnerchant-lhip

• Carey's Survey of Cornwall, fol. ico.
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from Virginia, ignorant of what had happened, run foul of the rock, and fuffered the fame
fate. Another was afterwards ereded by the corporation of Trinity-houfe, in purfuancci

of an ad of parliament paiTtd in 5th of Queen Anne, which was deRroycd by fire in

Dec. 1755 ; the two men who had the care of it were faved by means of a boat fent by
admiral Weft f''om Plymouth ; the prefent uftiul work was rebuilt under the diredioa

of Mr. John Smtaton, F. R. S. and allowed to be the completeit in Europe.

The intervening mixture of funfliine and fhort (torms was very favourable for this de-

licious excurfion. From hence we defcend through ferpentine bowers of bays, myr-
tles, arbutules, laureilinufes, &c. to lady Damer's garden, (fo called,) at the end of
which is a large ftone alcove with a complimentary infcription. Afcending again by fi-

milar zig-zags to the terrace, the opening here prel'ents a fine view of Corfon Bay
and the two little ports, KingRon and Corfon, the haunts of finugglers ; the former
ftands in Devon, the latter in Cornwall, only feparated by a finall creek. Here was the
fcene of much confufion in the late war, when the French fleet was daily feen to float

about this bay, meditating dcllrudion to the docks at Plymouth.

The following extrad on the fubjed from a letter in the Gentleman's Magazine, for

Augufl: 1779, refleds great credit on the noble lord for his condud, and public fpirit

on the occafion. " Every body is forry for the devaftation produced in the beautiful

woods of Mount Edgecumbe. It is an entire falfehood that his Lorulhip objeds to their

being cut down, for on a proper reprefentation of the circumltanccs by lord Shuldhani
and others here, that it was verypoffible that thefe groves might be made ufe of as a

place of concealment for the enemy, in attack upon the dock-yards, all that his I<ord-

ihip faid on the occafion was this, " If it be abfolutely neceffary for the prefervation

of the dock-yards that Mount Edgecumbe be deftroyed, you have my ready confent, even
to the laft fhrub. Nothing with me can have any weight againit a circumlfance of that

moment. No private interefl: can have the fmaileft influence when fet in balance with

an objed of the magnitude you mention ; but I would beg leave to remark, gentlemen,

that without your fears are very well founded, I am entirely avei-fe to the dedruction

of thefe groves. If you are convinced, on ferious deliberation, that danger may arife

from them, down with them ; if you are not quite fo certain, for heaven's fake let them
ffand." The Generals perfevered in their opinions, and they were immediately cut

down with the entire concurrence of the owner. If this was really the cafe, how ra-

pidly muft. have been their growth, fo foon to appear in the prefent flouriihing condition.

Our guide gave us a genuine piece of intelligence, which he had lately received from
two oflicers, who were in the French fervice at the time, and (ht?wed him the two places

thought of for landing tlieir men, one on this fide Kingdon, the other on the hill be-

yond ; but their defigns were inefficient, and happily prevented. Winding beautifully

round we came next to a Gothic alcove, built from the materials of an old chapel, the

infide of which gives a pidurefque view of nothing but the fea, the fore-ground an hol-

low verdant flope to the margin of the water. In our walk from hence we faw very -

fine cork-trees, live-oaks,. Sec. the variety of heath and other bloflbms hanging around
gave all the luxuriant tints of a reel garden.

We now>entered the deer park again, and crofled where our defenfive regiments were
encamped. On the fummit of the hill ftands a lofty parifh church, belonging to Corfon,
Kingfton, and Milbrook ; from the tower are placed various fignals, and the circular

profped is here immenfe. Defcending now the common walk to the houfe, we came to-

the white alcove on the dry walks, (fo called) which fronts full north, and gives a beau-
tiiul perfpedive up the harbour, St. John's Lake, St. German's and Milbrook, with an
intermixture of Devon and Cornwall. Pafiing towards the front grounds again, we faw

many
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many very noble trees, oaks of near twenty diflerent forts, fine flourifliing chefnuts,

and cedars of Lebanus. In a part called the wildei'nefs, is placed a flat ftone two feet

fquare, with fo much nicety as to catch a glimpfe of feven different towers ; viz. Anton,
Dock-yard, the new chapel at Dock, Stoke, Plymouth, old and new churches, and
Plymftock, Near the water Itands a neat Doric alcove, with the following inlcription

from Thomfon.
On eitlier hand,

Like a long wintry foreft, groves of mafts

Shot up their fpires; the bellying flieet between
PofTcfs'd the brcLZy void ; the footy hulk

Stetr'd (higgifli on ; the fpkndid batk along
Kort'd itgular, to harmony ; around
The boat, light fl;imniing llrstch'd its oary wings,
While deep the various voice of fervent toil.

From bank to bank, encreas'd ; whence ribb'd with oak
To bear the Britidi thnnder black and bold

The roaring vefielsiufli'd into the main.

A little beyond is a battery of 22 guns, for the purpofe of falutes, &c. Laflly we favtr

the orangery, an excellent building, 100 feet by 30, where the fruit ripens in almoft

•equal perfeQion with that abroad.

We now took leave of thefe enchanting fcenes, .^nd made a comfortable repafl: at the

paffage houfe, called Cremil, which pays the rent of 400I. per ann. to lord Edgecumbe,
befides the cxpence of feven men, boats, &c. We afterwards returned acrofs, to in-

fpeft the nature and extent of the docks, which are inexpreflibly furprizing and mag-
nificent. To obtain a fight of them is difficult, requiring a form of your names and
abodes, v/ith the addition of fome refident perfon of Plymouth, to be fcnt to the go-

vernor or commiffioner. Such caution is neceffarily ufed, that any remarks with pen or

pencil are forbid ; therefore a full and accurate defcription muff not here be expecled.

Befides the feveral dry and wet docks heretofore eftabliflied, they are ftill adding to the

numbers. One in particular, of the firft-rate dimenfions, cut out of the folid rock,

and beautifully lined, and faced with Portland ftone, may challenge the univerfe to

fhew its equal. A moft extenfive wet dock for mafts is now finifliing ; the immenfe
range of building fur ftores, and warehoufes for fails, rigging, Sec. and dwellings for the

commiffioner, clerks, and all other ncceffary officers, are well worth the notice of ftran-

geis. Within themfclves too are the immenfe forges for making anchors, and all other

iron work, belonging to ftiips of the largeft fize. The whole contains a fpace of 70
acres. Amongft the numerous men of war which now lay in harbour, were the Royal
Cerberus, of 100 guns, and feveral others newly launched ; alfo was refitting the »

taken from the Spaniards in the laft war, and when finiftied to be honoured with the

name of Gibraltar. We now retired to our inn at Plymouth. This place had the

honour of giving birth to that great explorer of the feas, fir Francis Drake.

Having vifitcd the moft ftriking features of this place, our next objecft was to extend
about 40 miles into Cornwall, where we might obtain a fufficient knowledge of its va-

luabie mines. This county like Spain, a peninfula, Surrounded on all fides by the fea

except the eaft, ftretches wcftvvard the furtheft of all Britain, and is inhabited by the

remains of thofe, whom the calamities of cruel v/tir, and tyrannical opprellions forced

into dicfe wcftern parts of the ifland, Wales and Cornwall, which are naturally forti-

fied with hills and ctftuaries. In the Britilh language it is called Kernnaw, becaufe it

diminiflies like a horn and runs out into fo many fimilar promontories. Tlie Saxon
conqueror, who called foreigners and every thing llrange, Weallli, named the inhabi-
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tints of this pkce Cormvcalfh, whence in Latin Cornwallia, and at prefcnt Cornwall.

This county though very extenfive, is not either by the fubfiJing of the land, or the

encroachment of the fea, of its original magnitude. For by tradition we learn, that

there was form?rly a tracl of land cclIeJ the Lionefs, extending towards the Scilly

Iflands, now either funk into or fwallowed up by the fea*.

Some have compared the fliape of this county to the whole idand of Britain, the

eaft and hroadeft fide being called the bafe, and the land's end, the northern extremity

of our ifland ; which if viewed in this light, the coaft in proportion to its fize, is as

much, if not more indented. It is from hence, as we may eafily conceive, that it enjoys

moft of the advantages, and is fubjecl likewife to fome of the inconveniences, of an in-

fular fituation, and is of great confequence in regard to the variety and value of its pro-

du£lst. This infular fituation contributes greatly to the falubrity of the cHmate, and the

health and robuRnefs of its inhabitants, for though fubjeft to Severer ftorms than thofe

further from the fea, yet they feldom continue long, and being fucceeded by calms, the

air is conftantly in motion which fufFiciently difpels the pernicious particles arifing from

the mines, &c. and leaves in their i-oom thofe vivifying qualities wafted by the genial

breezes of the ocean. The fu.nmer and winter feafons here differ much from thofe in

other partsof England ; the heat of theformer not beingfo intenfe, nor the cold of the lat-

ter fopiercing ;this we have fufficiently fliewn in our account of the flourifliing natural Itate

of myrtles, and various other delicate plants, that fo beautifully grace the borders of

Mount Edgecumbe. The middle part of the county is for the moft part mountainous

and rough, which is apt to give travellers a v/orfe opinion of the whole than it really dje-

ferves, forthe vallies are fertile enough of thenifelves,and they incredibly enrich them with

a fat fea fand, and other fea manure, called ore-weed. This has been the cullom in thefe

parts ever fince the time of Henry III. at leaft, though, in the early ages of the world

common fait was fo far from being held in any eftiination as a manure, that it was

looked upon as a fvmbol of extreme fterility, and we find Dr. Watfoni has quoted feve-

ral paflages from fcripture xvhich affirm it. Virgil and Pliny reprobate the fame as

barren and unfit for the plough or vegetation. Notwith^anding thefe and other tefti-

monies of the ancients, this fand in which fea fait is fo copioufly mixed, when frefli, is

ufed with great fuccefs ; but if long expofed to the air, it proves lefs ufeful and enrich-

ing, which is by fome attributed, according to Camden, to its having been deprived of

a good part of its fait, by the dews and rains. This flielly fand is produced by the

iluftuation of the fea, and confifts of the broken fliells of mufcles, cockles, oyfters,

fcollops, and other filh ; varying fomewhat in colour and in grain, according to the fub-

ftances from which it is formed, and the degree of agitation it has been expofed to ;

and it is found to fertilize almoft all kinds of foils§.

Lefkard from hence is the beft and and eafieft road to St. Auftle and Truro, where

the mines principally centre ; but in order to enjoy as much of the fea and noble prof-

peds as pofllble, we croffed the paflage again at Dock, and leaving Mount Edgecumbe

on our left, paffed on the fands under the cliff to Milbrook, where we faw the king's brew-

ery, and afcended the hills through fteep rough roads to Craftshole, a fmall dirty village;

here coming upon the vaft exp;\nfe of fea the views and breezes were delightful, and with

a glafs we plainly faw Edyftone light-houfe with the waves dafliing againft the rock be-

Death. The farmers were bufy manuring with this fand peculiar to thefe parts, which

* CamJen, vol 1. page 12. Borlafe's two difcourfes in Philof. Tranf. vol. xlviiipagf ^^ and 57.

t Campbell's Survey of Britain, vol. i. p. 5^3, 3^3.
t In his third Eflay, vol. fecond.

§ Philofophical Tranfattions, No. 113.
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they draw niofily on heavy carts with fix bullocks, coaxing them along by an unpleafant

monotony of lanffuao-e ; a cuftom that feerns to be more efficacious than the violent

perluafion oi blows and whips.

Our objecl was now to obtain on any terms a pafTage to Loo, without lofing fight of

this noblefea. Saddle horfes would render the difficulty of this route a pleafure, but

with any carriage it is deemed imprafiicable. Batten Cliffs, or Cleeves according to the

weftern dialed, are the great terror; which however with the utmofh care and caution

we attempted. From the iummit of thefe cliffs the view is glorioufly fine, and we
might have enjoyed it and returned only a few miles round. But as ftrange adven-

tures and deviations from the common paths of men, are the very fpirit and delight of

travelling, our ambition was to proceed. Though there was no dread of any injury to

OLir perfons while on foot, yet the horfe and carriage were in real danger. The defcent

is near a mile, by a narrow zig-zag juil fufficient to admit the wheels ; and the lealt

mifhap at any of thefe turns mud: inevitably have plunged both into the abyfs below.

We happily accompliflied our defign with fafety, and a few huts we foon after paffed,

poured forth their little tribes to gaze at us with aftonifliment. Our vehicle was to them
a rary-fl:o\v ot the firfl kind, as thofe of the fea, which they had always before their

eyes, would be to the moll: remote inlander.

The alternate bays acd promontories now afforded us much enjoyment after our
fatigue, and the next mile to the bay of White-fand, was quite a luxury. The road

from hence was fo narrow, befides other difficulties to encounter, that we deviated a

little to the right, which foon brought us to Eaff Loo, a fmall ill-built town on the ri-

ver Loo, feparated only by this water from another (till fmaller, called after the fame
manner. Weft Loo. They are both corporate boroughs, fending two members to

parliament under the influence of Mr. Buller, uncle or brother to the Judge, but for-

merly belonging to the Courtney family. I'he fcene here is truly picturefque, the

river winding betwixt two immenfe woody hills, not unlike fome parts of the Wye.
This river rifes near St. Clare, and rumiing about twelve miles falls into the fea. Op-
pofite the mouth of this river Hands the fmall illand of the fame name, belonging to

fir Henry Trelawney, whofe feat is not far from hence ; this at a trilling acknowledg-
ment is inhabited by the old man, mentioned at Mew's-rock, Plymouth, whofe name is

Finn, and here by his owji induftrious cultivation of wheat and other grain, he reaps a

CGmfortable fubfiftence. At the proper feafoii of the year, various fea-fowl iv^fort

to thefe rocks for the purpofe of incubation, at which time, fays Carew, " you fliall

fee your head fhadowed with a cloud of old ones, through their diverfified cries, wit-

nefling their difiike of your diflurbance of their young." After dinner we croffed the

bridge of 1 3 arches ; and paffed through Weil Loo in our way to Loftwithiel. The
road was very bad and intricate, and tlie evening became dark and i^ainy, which foon

brought us to another train of adventures, for we were completely loft and confined to a

creeping pace, and in fear every moment of being overturned ; at length we blundered

into the village of Lanteiti), where we hoped to procure accommodations for the night,

but were dilappointed ; our only comfort and fecurity was now to hire a guide and
lantern to conduct us the remainder of the way, fix miles to Loftwithiel, which we
did wiilwut fear of ridicule o*- moleftalion in thele folitary parts.

Gentle reader, if any of thofe midnight fcenes in the adventures of that renowned
knight of chi\al)'y, Don Ouixotte de la Mancha, arc frefli upon your memory, you will

t-afily find a parallel to the prefent. And though perhaps no fuch vehicle as a gig or one
Jior ' chaife was in ule then, at leaft we dc^ not find the knight and his fquire indulge

in them, fome allowjnce mult be made for the difference of times and purpofes : and
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flriclly fpeaking even this was not incongruous, for the chariots of war \*cre much efleem-
ed amongfl the ancients. Thus feated our perfons wei"e defended from the rude incle-

mencies of the weather, by thofe modern fix-caped coats of mail, formed for utility,

and ian£lioned by fafliion. On one fide was brandifhed the fpear-like fliining of a.

whip, on the other hung the broad quivering furface of a paraplue. And though we
will not degrade our own horfe with the title of Rofmante, yet our guide occupied the

bare ribs of as true a one as that of the great knight himfcif. Thus mounted with the

glimmering lanthorn dangling in his hand, he led us on through difmal unfliapen hol-

lows and paths, a foot-pace, till at length we found ourfelves upon a large common.
The wind blew hard, the rain beat, and to our great mortification foon extinguiflied the

one poor dubious light. Happily the diflance to our intended inn was not veiy far

;

fo we fcrambled flowly on and arrived fafe, though fatigued, having been five hours
coming the 1 1 miles from I.oo. The mod perilous adventure that ever befel that fan-

ciful knight errant, for the l^ike of his enchanting Dulcinea, was not more extraordi-

nary than this day's cxcurfion, for the fake of our beloved profpeft.

As we entered the welcome Loftwithiel and our hotel (fo the inns in this country
are moftly called) the voice of mirth and gladnefs loudly meet our ear; we were no
flrangers to the occafion, having lately feen the fame at Plymouth, viz. a choice of
mayor for this corporate town, fucceeded by a grand dinner and night of general fef-

tivity. The members are elected by the votes of capital burgefles, and the intereft refts

at prefent with lord Edgcumbe, who was now here. Richard Earl of Cornwall, and
brother of Henry III. who was elected king of the Romans 1254, firft incorporated this

town, and it has fent reprefentatives ever fince 23d of Edward I.

In the morning, Oftober i , we proceeded eight miles to St. Auftle, eager to fatisfy

our curiofity with mineral obfervations. The road was fmooth but hilly, the country
at firft heathy and bad. About four miles from hence, the fummit of a vaft hill affords

a noble view of Bar bay, encompaffed with mountainous cliffs, &c. while on our right

hangs as pidturefque a fcene of wood, rock, and valley, as the mofl inland part can pro-

duce ; which is feldom feen fo near the fea. Defcending to St. Blazey, we had a fmall

fpecimen of a wafh tin mine, &c. which was now finifhed and filling up. A little further

on our right, we palled a fine old place belonging to Mr. Carlion, called Tregreen,
fituate on a pleafant airy eminence, richly planted, and commanding much profpeft to-

wards the fea. Again we were furrounded with a bleak heath, thinly befpotted with
huts and common mines. From hence we arrived at St. Auftle, a pleafant little town
on the weft-fide of a hill, and about two miles from the fouth fliore. Its flreets and
buildings are fuperior to what we had lately feen, and moftly of the moor ftone of the

country, mixed with fpar and ore, which works foft and eafy, but hardens by an ex-

pofure to the air and weather. This happy fpot is bleffed by a peculiar favour, with
all the comforts and riches of life, without feeling the inconveniences and troublefome
broils of a borough. And from being the capital of thofe ineltimable mines fo peculiar to

this country, may juflly be called the Peru of Great Britain. As this is a fubjecl: too im-
portant and intereiting to pafs over haftily ; and as fufHcient knowledge may be obtained

in a few days by a -minute attention and good inftrudions, I fliall therefore prefume to

dwell more particularly here, and offer the full refult of our enquiries. About two miles

fouth-wefl of this place, begins this ilore of wealth, in the bowels of the earth, confifl-

ing of three principal works, the larger, and which we now vifited, is named Polgonth
and belongs to the earl of Arundel. Without the fatigue and inconvenience of defcend-
ing 1 14 fathoms, we faw every procefs on the furface ; whems and engines perform
their operations here on the large fcale, which this arduous' tafk requires. By vv'ater
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and fire engines t!iey conftantly keep thefe fubterraneous Ntorks dry, without whicli the

whole in a few hours would be drowned out. Before the great improvement of Mr.

Bolton's fire engine of Birmingham, for which he has a patent, it was thought impofliblc

to keep this deepeft work properly dry in winter ; but that is not the cafe, for

one of thefe wonderful machines evacuates a hogftiead a minute, and acts with the

force of 1 lib. i-4th upon every fquare inch of its cylinder, whofe diameter is 6^, In

undermining and proping up their pits great art and ingenuity are exercifed, and every

fix hours there is a relief of men. We faw the ore brought up in various fize and mix-

ture ; which they pound, wafh, and feparate the mundic by fire, in large ovens ; which

inflexible fluff evaporates in poifonous fmoke. Befides the enormous depth above men-

tioned, thefe works are 1300 fathom in length. The nature of expences and profits

of labour, &c. fhall be noticed when we come to fpeakof the fmelting bufinefs at St.

Auftle. Here we will introduce by way of tragical interlude, a moft difmal cataflrophe,

which befel a poor unfortunate man about a fortnight fince, who had wandered here

in company with his fifler and friend to fatisfy that craving appetite of the human
breafl, curiofity ; our guide prefaced his defcription of one of thefe water engines,

with fhewing us where he ignorantiy, or inattentively ftooped over the rails of tiie pit,

when the ponderous beam, defcending in its courfe, fevered with horrid crufh his head

from his body. A mode of felf-beheading too fhocking for human nature to conceive.

In fuch a fituation no poflible afliftance could be given. Think then how wretched

muft have been the feelings of his helplefs friends, who faw the fatal ftroke. Let ima-

gination paint the reft, while we drop our curtain o'er the difmal fcene, and return to a

more agreeable fubjeft at St. Auflle. Ordering dinner at the White-hart, a good inn,

we walked a fhort diflance to infpeft the fmelting houfes belonging to MefTrs. Fox and Co.

which are exceffively curious, particularly the blowing houfe for making what is called

grain tin, which can only be obtained from the pureft fort, confifting of fniall black*

(tones or cryftals, called Ihoad, moflly collefted amongfl the furface, or fands, by ftream

works ; and what feems extraordinary, this finer metal cannot be produced from the

other fort called Lode-works, dug deeper in the earth. This valuable procefs is about

150 years old, and what renders it molf worthy the notice of a traveller is its confine-

ment to this place there being only two other of thefe blowing houfes for grain tin, and

thofe within a mile of this, in the known world. The grain tin is produced from the

flrongefl heat of charcoal, whereas the other is fmelted, and feparated from its allay by
common fea coal. The flux is greatly improved by an addition of iron or its ore

thrown occafionally in, and is then laded into troughs of (tone of an oblong form, con-

taining about 3colb. of metal, called flabs or blocks. A block of common tin is worth

about 12I. the other 14I. A ftcak or piece of meat cooked on one of thefe latter,

while hot, is efteemed the greateft of all plain epicurifm, a flrong proof of the purity

of this metal. The profits of thefe mines are thus divided. The proprietor has a 1 5th of

the nett produce, and the bounderer the fame, the Prince of Wales as Duke of Corn-

wall, has his fhare by a well regulated tax, 4s. per lool. amounthig to upwards of

io,oool. per annum., fo open and fair that it is impolTible he fhould be defrauded. The
whole produce of the county is about 10,000 blocks per annum : or to the amount of

near 150,0001. Borlafefays 2oo,oool. which is four times as much as in the laft century.

Each miner undertakes what fhare of work he pleafes, which is the mereft lottery in

the world, more fo than the hop trade j fometimes they can earn 20I. per month,

• Though generally black, they are not always fo, but fometimes white, afli-coloured., or red, refcm-

bling glafs, and very rich in melaj.
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pfr week, per day, at others not twenty farthings. One lucky adventure will foon

gain an independent fortune ; another unfuccefstul, though flattering attempt, may
fink it to the lowefl ebb, nay even to the bittcrefl diftrefs. Thus we find the gene-

rality of thefc inhabitants wafted from time to time on the variable waves of prof-

perity and adverfity. It is even computed that every lb. or block of tin, before it

comes to fale, has been the means of an average expenditure of double the fum it

iells for. Mr. Henry Gafech is the chief manager of thefe works, under the deno-

mination of fample-tryer, which is as much reduced to a fyflem as any farmer's bu-

finel's in the corn market. The miners bring in their famples ri\iuced almofl: to a

powder ; if therefore fuch a quantity will produce fuch a proportion of pure metal *,

he offers his price for the whole
;
perhaps they refufe and fay it will produce more ; he

then has recourfe to experiment in his private fufible ; thus he finds out whether it

is worth more or lefs, and the bargain is made. Through this perfon's hands all the

payments weekly pafs, at the rate of iiool. per week for the tin, and about 300 more
for all out-goings.

'Twas thus mankind were furniflied with a method to prevent the fatal accidents

attending theufe of copper veflels. " And in the year 1755, the fociety for the en-

couragement of arts, manufactures, and commerce, thought it an objeft defcrving

their attention, to offer a premium for the tinning copper and brafs veflels with pure

tin, without lead or any other alloy. There were feveral candidates for the pre-

mium ; and fince that time, the tinning with pure tin has become very general in

England.!" Many experiments have been fince made both at home and abroad,

to prove the purity and fafety of this metal. M. Bofc d'Antic in Jiis works, which
were publifhed at Paris 1780, fets afide the authority of Marggraf, Cramer, and
Hellot, relative to the exiftence of arfenic in tin ; and is not only of opinion, that

Cornifli tin does not conceal any arfenic in its fubftance, but that its ufe as kitchen

furniture is not dangerous. The conftant and common ufe of tin utenfils for many
years, before the introdutlion of china or other earthen ware, without any ill ef-

fefts, render all other proof of the innocence of pure tin fuperfluous. Hence it may
be proper to add qi few obfervations concerning the purity of tin. This ore, like

thofe of lead and other metals, frequently contains both tin, iron, and copper. So
that without any fraudulent proceeding in the fmelters, common tin may be thus

adulterated by the fame heat, fmelting the ores mixed with it. But this natural va-

riety in the purity of tin, though fufficiently difcernable, is far lefs than that which
is fraudulently introduced. The difference of the value of this metal and lead, is

fufficient temptation to caufe an adulterating mixture with foreigners, when the fear

of deteftion is fmall. But here, the purity of tin is afcertained, before it is expofed

to fale, by what is called its coinage j one of thofe blocks, defcribed in the beginning

of the fmelting procefs, is coined in the following manner. " The officers appointed

by the duke of Cornwall, affay it, by taking off a piece of one of the under corners

of the block, partly by cutting and partly by breaking ; and if well purified, they

flamp the face of the block with the impreffion of the feal of the dutchey, which

flamp is a permiffion for the owner to fell, and at the fame time an affurance that the

tin fo marked has beenpurpofely examined, and found merchantable"!.

This is the truth of what is called common tin, but with regard to what is vulgarly

called block-tin, (properly grain tin,) there can be no doubt of its purity, as it is

* Tin grains or corns of tin, yield 5 parts in 8 of metal ; whereas tin ftones or ore yield only from 1 I'a

jO, to 1 in 6d or ISO.

f Watfon's Chemiilry, vgl. iv. p. 152.

J.
BoihiTe'sNat. Hill, of Corn. p. 1^3.

N N 2 originally
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originally unmixed with any other ore, and thoroughly cleanfed from its weeds before

it enters the fire. And as I have fhewn before, is quite a diftindl fubftance from the

other fort, called lode works, dug deep out of the earth, and only to be obtained

from the pure pebbles and grains, coUeded amongft the .furface or lands, by ftream

works, which being thrown into the ftrong heat of charcoal, the violence of the large

bellows here ufed, blows out the pure liquid into a trough beneath the furnace, and

diffipates all impurities in a white fmoak up the chimney. Thofe who are defirous of

becoming more fully acquainted with this fubjeft, will find a table of the fpecific gra-

vities of'this pure and unadulterated tin, compared with other experiments, &c. in

Dr. Watfon's fourth eflay, vol. iv.

The tinners in Cornwall have great advantage (in comparifon of others) both as to

the number of mines, the great quantity of metal in their ore, and the facility with

which it is wrought, and which ought to be the greateft of all, the fuperiorlty of their

metal authenticated by the coinage mark. But this avails too little ; fince, as Dr.

Newman obferves, there is not a tin-founder in Holland who has not Englilh ilamps,

by the help of which he paffes his compofition for Cornifli block-tin. There cannot

be a more convincing proof than this of the excellency. of our Englifli tin, or a better

trround for hoping we fliall ever continue this valuable commodity.

The two brothers of the name abovementioned, to whom we were obliged for mofl

of our information, fliewed us a piece of folid rock of this ore, juft found in the

trround of a third brother, which they faid might prove a fupcrior treafure, or per-

haps of no value ; for the molt flattering appearance is often fuddenly thrown off by

a vein of clay, which they call floken. After dinner we enjoyed much converfatioii

with one of thefe intelligent models of civility, who had been long acquainted with

the copper-mines in the vicinity of Truro, which he communicated to us almoft to

the fame effedl as if we had gone and vifited them ; which our time would not now
allow. The principal are Huel Bufy, Powldice, and Huel

,
Virgin, confolidated

;

Ale-Cakes and Powldorey, united ones ; the cofts of thefe mines are about 470 ol. or

4800!. per month ; the highefi: return poffible, io,oool.—average about 5000I.

Copper is plentifully found in all the Britifh territories, pardcularly in Cardigan-

fhire, Cornwall, Cumberland, Derbyfliire, Devonfliire, Lancafhire, Ifle of Man,
Northumberland, Shropfliire, Somerfetfliire, Staffordfhire, Yorkihire, Wales, War-
wickfliire, Weftmoreland, North Britain, Ireland, and America. Yet, though

known long before, our mines have not been wrought above two hundred years,

and not to much purpofe till within the prefent century, owing chiefly to thofe errors

and uncertainties in our laws in regard to our mines, which are now happily removed.

This metal is Ibmetimes found fo pure, and in fuch large pieces as to make it necel-

fary to break them in the mine before they can be conveniently raifed ; but in general,

like other metals, involved in ftoney crulls of various colours, fo beautifully blended

together, as to give it the name of the Peacock's-tail. This ftoney ore is fo intimately

mixed with, and adheres fo clofely to, the metal, that it is very difficult to feparate

them, which is one principal caufe of the dearnefs of copper. The mines are wrought

to a great depth, often through a very hard rock, and confequently with much la-

bour and at a vaft expence. The veins or loads are much wider, thicker, and richer _

than thofe of either tin or iron. So that on the firfl: opening a mine in Huel Virgin, I
in the parifli of Gwenap, in July and Augufl:, 1757, it yielded as much copper in l|

a fortnight, as fold for 5700I. and in the next three weeks and two days, as much 1
more as fold for 9600I*. But this was a very extraordinary cafe, and what is not

* Borlafe's Natural Hillory, p. 206.

often
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often to be expcflcJ. The very rich and recent difcovery in the ifle of Anglefea, be-
longing to the carl of Uxbridge, &c. has much deprcfled the flourifhinf»- condition
of thefe mines. The feparating the metal from the ore, and the other fubfequent
proceffes, are fimilar to thofe we have before defcribed of tin, &c. After being
once melted, with a proper flux ufed to difpofe the metal, to fcparate from the earthy,
ftoney, fulphureous, and arfenical particles, with which it is intermixed, it is ftylcd

red copper ; which ftill containing heterogeneous fubftanccs, is melted over again
once or twice, and then called black copper. In this ftate it cf)ntinues flill mixed with
metallic particles, chiefly lead and iron, from which it muft alfo be purified ; if it

is fufpefted to hold filver, it is returned to the furnace, where a portion of lead is

added, and then expofcd only to fuch a degree of heat as is fufficient to melt the lead,

which attracts and carries away the filver, leaving the block of copper honey-comb-
ed. This is afterwards melted, and becomes at lad what is called rofe copper, per-

feftly fine and pure. The ufes of this metal, like thofe of iron, &c. &c. are too
numerous and common to dwell on here ; but it may be obferved from copper is

made brafs, as defcribed at Mendip hills, of an equal and extenfive utility, from
our heavy artillery down to the minutefh wire for pins. The manufafture of which
is curious, and gives bread to multitudes, fince from the wire to the pin, 25 hands
are employed.

Amongft thefe copper mines there iffues a great quantity of water, ftrongly impreg-
nated with the vitriol of copper. A piece of iron thrown into this water is in a fliort

time fo incrufted with a coat of copper as to appear totally changed ; by this means,
offoftiron bars put into the coppery water, fuch quantities are obtained in fome
places, as render the Itreams of as much confequence as the mines. And we learn

from the Philofophical Tranfaftions *, that one ton of iron produces near two of
copper mud ; and each ton of mud, i6oo weight of copper, which fells for lol,

a ton more than the copper which is fluxed from the ore. This method of obtain-

ing copper was firfl: difcovered in thefe mines by one Saunders, as we were told, and
has been fince practifed with great fuccefs. Borlafe in his natural hifl:ory of this

county, fays this art was difcovered by Mr. Rouby of Plymouth, and in confequence
of this a vitriol manufafture fet up at Redruth, and recommends the method of pro-
curing copper from iron put into thefe waters, where he fays it produced to Corn-
wall i6o,oaol. annually for ten years pad. In liutchins's Hiftory of Dorfetfhiref,

we find a fimilar attempt was made in 1571, near Pooi in that county. The cele-

brated copper mines at Arklow in the county of Wicklow in Ireland, are flirongly

impregnated with this quality, which by one of the workmen having accidentally

left an iron fliovel in this water, proved an advantageous difcovery to the proprietors.

And though this practice is but of late date with us, yet we find it long fuccefsful ia

Germany. In the year 1673, Dr. Brown in his travels, (p. 69,) tells us that he vi-

fited a famous copper mine at Plerrn-Grundt, about feven miles from Newfol, where
he faw two fprings, called the old and new ziment, which turned iron into copper.

Agricola fpeaks alfo of waters in the neighbourhood of Newfol in Hungary, which
had the property of tranfmuting the iron which was put into them into copper |. To
account for this minutely and fadsfaclorily, requires all the knowledge and practice

of a learned chemifl:, but it may not be improper to collect a fhort explanation of
this procefs. Blue vitriol confifts of copper united with the acid of vitriol j if to a

• For 1750, 51, and 52, p. 502.
•j- Vol. ii. p. no.
i Agric. Tof. L. i.s. p. 347.

folution
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folution of blue vitriol you add a piece of bright iron, it will prefently become cover-'

ed with a coppery coat, the copper will be precipitated, and the iron^ diffolved in

its (lead. The proof of this realoning is eafy : the matter which is precipitated may

be meited into copper, and the liquid part may, by evaporation and cryftallization,

be made into green vitriol ; that is, into a combination of the vitriolic acid and iron.

Hence the acid of vitriol has a greater affinity with iron than it has with copper, be-

caufe it quits that to unite it felf with iron. In order to be convinced of the truth of

what is advanced, we need only dip a bright key into a folution of blue vitriol, and

%ve fliall fee the key foon covered with a copper pellicle. We may wonder in this ex-

traordinary change what becomes of the iron, but this is now well underftood. It is

taken up by tiie water, and i-emains fufpended in the place of the copper : fo that

this tranfmutation is nothing but a change of place ; and as the copper is precipitated

by the iron, lb the iron might be precipitated by pot-afh, or any other fubftance

which has a greater aflinity with the acid of vitriol than iron has. This epitome of

illuftration may be found more fatisfadorily in the 6th Effay, vol. i. of its parent au-

thor Dr. Watfon, who farther obferves; " The water, after copper has been preci-

pitated by means of iron, is at prefent thrown away ; it would, by evaporation, yield

cree vitriol ; and as above loo tons of iron muil be employed in obtaining near that

of copper, it may delerve to be confidefed, whether a manufactory of green vitriol

might not be eftablillied at all thefe places, where copper is obtained by precipi-

tation". Another confidei-ation I will venture to add from ray own inquiries, con-

cerning the quantity of iron that is found here, without any benefit to themfelves or

the public. The fcarcity of fuel, charcoal in particular, which is neceflary for the

manufadory of iron, incapacitates the inhabitants of Cornwall from making this a

gainful commodity. So that this valuable ore either remains ufelefs in its native earth,

or when cafually got out, is carelefsly thrown afide. Would it not anfwer to the pro-

prietors of thofe large works at Tintern in Monmouthfhire, to eftabUfli a trade for

this article, by which both might be mutually benefited ? At prefent they have their

principal ore from near Dalton in Lancalhire, and though this is of fuperior quality

perhaps, yet the difterence of diftance is fo great, and the communication with Corn-

wall fo much eafier, that one would imagine fuch a trade molt defirable, though it at

prefent lies dormant only for want of connexions or inquiry.

The principal copper, lead, and tin mines in Cornwall and Devonfhire, all dired

in their courfes from the north eaft to the eafb points, parallel to each other, inclin-

ing or dipping to the noi"th or fouth, according to the fide of the hill where they are

found. This inclination or dipping is fometimes i foot in 6, 8, lo, or 12, in form

of the roof of a houfe : and although thcfe veins or courfes fometimes fly oflf in all

diredions, only as it were the fports of nature, they fall again at a little diftance into

their former ftations. The fame we are told, is obferved in other mines in England,

Scotland, and Wales, &c. except that at Efton-Hill, in Staftbrdfliire, belonging to

the duke of Devonfhii-e. This fmgular mine, in its pofition, fituation, and inclina-

tion, is different from any yet difcovered in Europe, Afia, Africa, or America. The
wonderful mafs of copper ore with which the mountain is impregnated, runs not in

regular veins, or courfes ; but finks perpendicularly down, widening and fwelling

out at the bottom, in form like a bell. Meeting with a lively and minute defcriptiou

of this mine in the Gentleman's Magazine for February, 1769 j a compilcment from

thence may not be unentcrtaining, and ferve in fome meafure to make up for our

own deficiencies, as the piflure and procefs of one is nearly the fame with another.

" This copper mine was difcovered about thirty years ago, by a Cornifh miner, who
in
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in pading over the hill, accidentally picked up a bit of ore, annexed to fomc fine fpar,

which that metal ufually adheres to. On viewing the fituation, and confidering the

great height of the hill, he concluded that vafl quantities of copper-ore might be
found there ; and if that fhould be the cafe, no place could be more convenient for

working it : and therefore he communicated his fentirnents and difcoveries to fome ad-

venturers at Afhburn, who applied to the then duke of Devonfhire, (grandfather to

his prcfent Grace) for a leafe to fearch for copper on that hill. It appears by the

mofl; authentic accounts, that more than i loool. were expended before any returns

were made, and feveral original adventurers, defpairing of fuccefs, fold out their

ihares at a confiderable lofs. But the fecond adventurers were more fortunate ; after

finking a fhaft of about 400 yards deep, and driving in an adit, immenfe quantities

of copper ore were found, which continued to increafe, the lower they defcendeJ,

till the termination of the leafe, by which very confiderable fortunes were acquired.

The whole has fince been in the duke's hands, and continued working to great advan-

tage. To take a view of this flupendous mine, you enter at an adit at the bafe of
the hill by the river Dove, and proceed about 4.00 yards almofl in a dired line. At
your entrance, for about 60 yards, 'tis four feet and a half high, walled up on each
fide with good ftone mafonry ; but afterwards it varies in its height, and rifes in fome
places fix feet. When you arrive at the centre, there is a fpacious lodgment of tim-

ber, for landing the ore from below, which is drawn up by a man at a winch, and
put into four wheel waggons that hold about a ton and a half. Thefe waggons have
call brafs wheels, and are run in grooves through the adit, by boys fi-om 1 2 to 14
years old, with great facility. Thus far in the mountain, with the aid of lights, 'tis

eafy enough of accefs ; but fuch a horrid gloom, fuch rattling of waggons, noife of
workmen boring the rocks under your feet ; fuch explofions in blading, and fuch a
dreadful gulph to defcend, prefent a fcene of terror that few people, who are not

verfed in mining, care to pafs through. From the platform the defcent is about 1 60
yards, through different lodgments, by fleps made of crofs pieces of timber, to the

place of action ; where a new fcene infinitely more ailonifiiing than that above, pre-

fents itfelf, a "place as horrible to view as imagination can conceive. On the paflage

down, the conftant blading of the rocks, louder than the loudeft thunder, feems to

roll and fliake the whole body of the mountain. Suppofe yourfelf now upwards of

200 fathoms deep, at the bottom of this monflrous cavern of immenfe diameter *,

where the glimmering light of candles, and fuffocating fmell of fulphur and gunpow-
der, all confpire to increafe furprize and heighten apprehenfion ; then fuppofe around
you an impenetrable wall of lime ftone, interfperfed with fmall veins of copper ore,

yellow, black, and brown, intermixt with fpar, marcafite, mundic, and other ful-

phureous compofitions, of all colours; and at the fame time figure to yourfelf the

footy complexions of the miners, their labour, and mode of living, and you may truly

fancy yourfelf in another world. Yet thefe inhabitants, being trained up in darknefs

and flavery, are not perhaps lefs happy, or lefs contented, than tliofe who polfefs

the more flattering enjoyment of liberty. Jt is fuppofed there are no lefs than 40,000
miners daily under-ground in the tin-mines in Cornwall ; and perhaps as many, if

* Yet this is but miniature, compared to the copper-mines in and near the Carpathian hills in Hun-
gaty, fuppofed to have been now worked at leall i ico years, which extend undi.r ground, in feveral

places, 10, 12, and 15 Englifh miles in length, and fonic of them from ^co to 400 fathoms deep, em-
ploying generally 40C0 miners under ground, befides thofe of all ages and fexes above. Their veins, or

courfes, all dirert from the north to the eaft points, inclining or dipping generally one foot in ten, fome

more, fome lefs. Many other inftances might be produced both in filver, copper, lead, and tin mine.-;,

to prove the general pofitions different from this at Edton, and the more inclinable to the northward of

the eall, fo mu:h more valuable do they turn out iu working.

not



2?0 SHAW's TOUR TO

not more, in other works of copper, lead, and coal, in Great Britain. They reckon"

above -^00,000 miners in Sweden, Germany, Hungary, Switzerlan-i, and other

parts of Europe. And if we add the many thoufands employed in the various mines

in South America, Indians, Negroes, and white criminals, who are doomed to eter-

nal darknefs below, over and above thofe employed above-ground, we may modeftly

admit fome millions of fouls, whofe bread depends on this laborious employment,

and where many thoufands live and die, without ever feeing the light of the fun.

Hence the wifdom of providence is confpicuous, which, as Pope fays, has placed

*' happinefs no where to be had, or every where." So much for the internal parts

;

and as to the method of dreffing, cleanfing, and fitting the ore for fale, they are

much the fame as what we faw and defcribed at the tin mines, therefore we may omit

the minutice relative to thofe preparations, and only add what follows, (viz.) " when

all is ready, notice is given to the fmelting houfcs, whofe proprietors, or managers

attend, and each bids what price he thinks proper, (generally from 7I. to i61. per

ton) and the liigheft bidder, being the buyer, fetches it at his own expence. That

nothing may be loft, the refufe ore, which is not fit for fale, is fmelted on the pre-

mifes by his Grace, and there run into a regulus, in large pigs or bars, and is then

fold from 70I. to gol. per ton. The miners work at two-pence per hour, fix hours

at a time ; women by talk, earn from four-pence to eight-pence a day, and are paid

by meafure, according to the quantity of ore they -can buck
;

(a techincal term this,

amonft miners, for beating or reducing the ore fmall, with flat hammers, or under

{lamping mills) girls and boys earn from two-pence to four-pence a day, fome more ;

thus there is a conftant employment for both fexes, and all ages, from five to 60
years old. This copper mine, in the ftate above defcribed, clears annually between

eight and ten thoufand pounds, and may probably be made to double that fum. Our
author concludes with obferving, that if, like the Germans and Hungarians, we were

to make proper draughts, feftions, and perfpeftive views of the internal parts of our

mines, and delineate the courfe of the veins, &c. throughout the mine, together with

a defcription of the difcoveries, appearances, and various ftrata cut through in fink-

ing down, and in driving adits, this method would ferve as a future guide to other
.

difcoveries, and a faving of large funis to mine-adventurers, many of whom expend
confiderable fortunes, without the leaft rational fign or companion to minerals, being-

led (through a miftaken zeal) into airy fchemes of that nature, by the over-perfuafiou

of ignorant, yet cunning, and defigning men."
—

'

The privileges of the tinners are confirmed and enlarged by a charter of Edward
III. The five coinage towns or ftannary courts, are Ecflceard, Loftwithicl, Truro,

Hclfton, and Penfance ; where, left the dukes of Cornwall fhould be defrauded of

the tax or tribute, it is ordered that all the tin be carried to one of thefe towns to

be weighed, coined, and pay the import. Thefe courts are held before the lord war-

den and his fubftitutes, in virtue of a privilege granted to the workers in tin mines,

to fue and be fued only in their own courts, that they may not be drawn from their

bufinefs, which is highly profitable to the public, l:)y attending their law-fuits in other

courts. St. Auftle, though not mentioned by Camden or other writers as a ftannary

town, we find now more replete with bufinefs of this kind than the reft ; a court is

held here every fix weeks for the purpofe of fettling difputes which chiefly arife about

boundaries. Before this law was fettled, the whole was a fcene of confufion, blood-

Hied, and llaughtcr, between the proprietors of lands and the miners; now the

boundaror and proprietor have an equal fliare, as mentioned before, and the miners

ijuictly earn their profits under this influence and protcdion.

7 All
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All ranks in this county arc very fociahle, generous, and kind to each other; beincf

bounded on all fides, except Devon, by the fea, emJp;rations and intermixtures with

other countries are Icfs frequent than in otiier parts of the kingdom ; fo that they ufually

marry amongll themfelves ; vviicnce comes the proverb, " that all Cornifli gentlemen

are coufins." It is the fame in Wales; where the greatefi: compliment amongft one

another in the fame county, is the appellation of coulln. There is a great conformity

of manners, cuftoms, &:c. between the Welch and Cornilh, as well as fmiilarity in their

ancient languages, but the latter is moi-e lofl. I was greatly pleafed to fee the refpeft

nnd veneration which the lower clafs in this town have for the gentlemen around them,

from whofe afliftancc and protedion they feem to derive a greater fliare of happinefs

than I ever heard exprelled in any other place.

Pilchards are a fmall fifli, caught in vail abundance on thefe fiiores, which are ex-

ported from Movagizy, Penlance, &.c. to France, Spain, and Italy; fometimes 8 or

yco hogflieads in a feafon. A very fine oil is produced here from thefe fifli, which

they pile up in great heaps as long and broad as the houfe made for that purpofe will

permit, and brealt-high : then with proper boards, weights, &c. they prefs the oil out

into a gutter, which communicates with a veifcl fixed in the ground at one end of the

houje. We may here take notice of a few other of the p-incipal filh, which frequent

thefe coafts. The blower-whale, or fin-fifh, which receives its name from blowing the

V ater to a confiderable height through a hole in its head. The grampus, ufually about

18 feet long, and exceflively voracious. The porpoifc, called the parens pifcis^ or the

hog-fi(h, from the quantity of fat with which it is covered, or from the fliape of its

fnout, and wallowing in the water. The blue fliark, which during the pilchard feafon,

is very dellruclive to the fifnermen's nets. Seals, or fea-calves, are common in fuch

caves of the fliore as are lead frequented. Turbot, plaice, dabs, &c. with all the va«

rious forts of (hell-fifli, he.

Befides the various forts of Hones, fpars, granites, &c. with which this county

abounds, a curious Hone called the warming-Hone hath here frequently been found,

which is of fuch a nature, that when once heated it will continue warm eight or ten

hours. The fwimming ftone, which has alfo been found in thefe parts, confifts of

rcctilinear lamina, as thin as paper, interfering each othei*, in all directions, and
leaving unequal cavities between them ; this ftruclure renders the ftone fo cellular as

to fwim in water. The albeflos, or amiantus, of ieveral kinds, have alfo been difco-

vered here ; this ftone is fo fibrous that linen has been made of it, which fire could

not confumc, but this art has been long loft.

Loftvi'ithiel, to which we now return, was the Uzella of Ptolemy, and called by the

Britons Pen Uchel Coed, (i. e.) an high place with a wood : nothing fcarce remains

but a fmall town in the valley, fituate on the river Fowey ; which is a ftrong argument

in favour of the tradition of an ancient large city, once extending up the weftern hill.

It is fuppofed the greater part was deftroyed by an earthquake or inundation, as, at

various periods, ruins have been dug up very deep, and fome few coins ; lately, in

making a foundation for a houfe, feveral walls, &c. were difcovered. This was, and
is at prefent called the county town, though now Launcefton is really fo, yet the com-
mon gaol for the whole ftannary is here, and alfo the flierift's court for the county.

The earl of Eftex, who commanded the army of the parliament, was furrounded by
the king's forces in this town, and fo reduced, that his mea were a 1mo ft ftarved, and
himfelf, with iord I?.oberts, obliged to efcape by water to Fowey, and afterwards to

Plymouth, i?cc. the reit fubmitted. In this ficge, the ftecple of the church, which was

a fine Gothic ItruQurc, was much damaged.
VOL, II, o e The
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The Fowey was formerly navigable to this town, which enabled the inhabitants to .

carry on a confiderable trade, but this, through negleft, has long^ been on the decline.

But like the reft of thefe rivers, it abounds in filh. In the months of May and June

they take here a black trout, fome of which are near three,, feet in length. About the

end of Auguft another fort appears, called the Bartholomew tVout. This is generally

about 1 8 inches long, of a fine red colour, and in much higher efteem than the other.

Salmons alfo are taken here plentifully. This river rifes on a high mountain called

Brown-willy, takes a vary romantic courfe, and pafling through this place, receives

feveral other ftreams, fo that at the town of Fowey, about fix miles below, it forms aa

extenfive harbour. Like the reft of the rivers, it has but a fhort courfe, for rifing per-

pendicularly in a peninfula, whofe greateft breadth is but 1 5 miles, and in fome places

only 20, they feldom run more than half thefe fpaces before they are obliged to mix

either northward or fouthward with the infatiate ocean, except the Tamar, which rifes

within three or four miles of the fea northward, and purfuing its courfe for more than

forty miles, between the two counties, coUeds feveral fmall ftreams, and pours them

into the fea at Plymouth.

Oftober 2d. More tranquil and pleafant thanufual^ we returned eaftward again to-

wards Lcfkard ; inftead of crofting the rivqr the direcl road, we deviated about a mile

to view the ruins of Raiftormal caftle ; the ancient refidence of the dukes of Cornwall,

fituate on a large eminence behind Mr. Gregor's pleafant houfe, whofe grounds and

plantations, amidft a variety of natural inequalities or wood, hill, and vale, aff'ord a

charming fcene. Carew fpeaks thus of this place, *' Loftwithiel fubjefted itfelf to the

command of Raiftormal caftle, alias Leftormel, fometimcs the duke's principal houfe.

It is feated in a park, upon the plain neck of a hill, backed to the weftward with

another fomewhat higher, and falling every other way, to end in a valley, watered

by the fifliful river of Foy. Its bafe court is rather to be conjectured, than difcerned,

by the remnant of fome few ruiias; amongft which an oven of 14 feet largenefs,

through its exceeding proportion, proveth the like hofpitality of thofe days. The inner

court grounded upon an intrenched rock, was formed round, and its outer wall thick,

ftrong, and garretted ; its flat roof covered with lead, and its larger windowes taking

their light inwards. It conftftcd of two ftories, befides the vaults, and admitted entrance

and iflue, by one only gate, fenced with a portcouliz. Water was conveyed hither by

a conduit, from the higher ground adjoining. Certes, it may move compaflion, that

a palace, fo healthful for aire, fo delightful forprofpett, fo neceffary for commodities,

fo faire (in regard of thofe dayes) for building, and fo ftrong for defence, fliould in

time of fecure peace, and under the protettion of its natural princes, be wronged with

thole fpoilings, than which it could endure no greater at the hands of any forrayne or

deadly enemy : for the parke is dif|)arked, the timber rooted up, the conduit pipes

taken away, the roof made fale of, the phuichings rotten, the walls falling downe, and

ihe hewed ftones of the windows, dournes, and clavels, plucl out to ferve private

buildings, only there remaincth an utter defacement, to complayne upon this unre-

guarded diftrefle. It now appertayneth by leafe, to mafter Sanmel, who married

Halfe; his father (a wife and pleafant conceited gent.) matched with Tremayne."*

We now al'cended to infpeft thefe ruins, a circular pile of ftrong walls, about thirty

feet diameter within, 40 high, hung very pifturelquely with ivy, he. The materials

are a moft durable compofition of hari.i cement and uneven fhelis of Elvin ftonc, fo

nicely fabricated as to appear at a fmall diftance like one well wrought ftone, or poured

* C»rew'* Survey, bo9k 2d, p. 137.

as
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as a fluid into frames. The entrance is by a projcflinp portal to the wcfl;,. which dif-

plays the remains of fix rooniK, and a fmall chapel : on one fide of vvhicli arc the vifibic?

traces of a vafe for holy water, and under this a fmall bath, to the call; was a large altar

piece; our guide faid he had often found relicks of painted glafs; and on the outfide,

in the furrounding fofs, lie fhevved us where he had dug up two perfoifl: flcelctons lying

arm in arm ; the furgeon from Lollwitliicl pronounced them to be young men. At a

'fmall dillancc from hence is a confiderable buryine place, where bones have been often

found. Defcending to the houfe again, we eroded the river, and moved eaRward

through a grove of laurels, and young oaks, which foon brought us to the turnpike

road, on a wild extenfive wafte; no pleafing objeft to attraft the eye, but a lofty

pyramid on our right, belonging to lord Camelford, at Boconnock ; while on our left

the northern hills reared their barren heads like Scotia's craggs. Approaching Lef-

kard we afccnded a vart hill, through a wood called Lady Park, the property of lord

Elliot, whofe rcfidcnce is at St. German's, about 6 miles fouth-eaft, near Plymouth,

the flratum is a hard rock, without any mixture of mine, the road lately nmch im-

proved.

Lelkard is a large borough town, fituate upon two hills, and the great part of the

county, it has a fine old church, near which flood formerly a fl:rong caflle, now to-

tally defaced, and nothing left laut the name. It was formerly famous for a bilhop's

fee; for about Q05, when the difcipline of the church was quite ncgleded in thefe

parts, Edward the elder by a deci'ee from pope Formofus, fettled a fee here ; and

granted the bifhop of Kirton three villages, " Poiton, Cceling and Lanwitham ; that

he might every year vifit Cornwall ; in order to remove their errors, for before that

time they refilled the truth to the utmoft, and would not fubmit to the apoftolical de-

crees. William the Conqueror gave this place to Robert carl of Moreton, and it was

afterwards given by Henry III. to Richard earl of PoiiStiers and Cornwall. His fon

Edward, who fucceeded him, granted the inhabitants all the tolls for a quit-rent of 1 81,

per amnini, and in the reign of Heni-y VIII. when the dutchy devolved to the crown,

the fame rent continued to be paid till the reign of William III. when it was given to the

lord chancellor Sommers, Queen Elizabeth granted its charter ; and the members are

elefted by the burgeffes and freem.en, the mayor being the returning officer, lord

Elliot has now the intereft. As this was St. Matthew's fair, of which they have three

in the year, and three great markets, differing otily in the latter being exempt froni

toll ; we had an opportunity of obferving it to advantage. The fireets were moilly

crowded with flieep and oxen ; the former fold from twelve to eighteen pound per

fcore, the latter about twenty pound a pair, four pound lower than when the harveft,

&:c. render their ufe more requifite. From hence we paiTed over feveral large culti-

vated hills and through St. Ives, a fmall village with a good tower church. The
country Hill continues more mountainous, interfperfed with rich vallies, &c. About
two miles from Kellington fee a curious hill rifing conically out of the winding vale,

near a fmall river called Lemara ; the woods on the left are very noble and beautiful.

K<'llington is a very old borough, with a good church and tolerable buildings; but

is oniv a chapel of eafe to South-hill. Here too the choice ofa new mayor was joyfully

expreffed in ringing and feflivity. The two members are here fent to parliament by

the numerous votes of leafeholders. Sec. under the influence of the earl of Orford and

the governinent of a portrieve, which was tflablTncd in 1583. Not to mention eveiy

particular, and mode of con4uc^ing the 22 boroughs of this county; it may not be

amils to notice the prefent fituation of Hehlone, which fends two members to parlia-

ment by a fingle vote, anoldcobler, the only furvivor of a confiderable charter, which

003 1 believe
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I believe has been renewed, hut he will not give up his privilege ; what an opportunity

this is for providing for his family, ccc. this intereft belonged to the Godolphins.

Grampound is in a fimilar fUuation. In the evening we proceeded over extenfive

heaths to Taviftock and croffed the river Tamar, in its courfe to Plymouth, over an

excellent bridge of fix arches, which divides the two counties. About three miles

down this river on the Devon fide, at Bear AKton, a borough of the duke of North-

umberland's, are fome rich lead and filvcr mines, the property of Mr. Gallet, which

have been lately renewed, and yield now three or four plates of filver per month.

This is no doubt the place, where in the reign of Edward I. near 1600 weight of fil-

ver was obtained in the courfe of three years, the mine being difcovered towards the

beginning of his reign : it is called a filver mine by old writers, but it appears to have

been a mine of lead which contained filver.* It is faid there was a contelt about thefe

mines 14 Edv;ard II. Sir John Maynard having purchafed this manor, endeavoured

to find them, but in vain. They have fince lain dead till the lad refearches of the

prefent fortunate polTeflbr. It may not be amifs to add a fliort account of the method

of procuring filver; fince, properly fpeaking, our ifland boafts of neither gold nor

filver mines. For tliis purpofe I Ihall have recourfe to our former author, whofe eiTays

on thefe chemical operations are fo much the language of claflical fcience. The general

manner of extrafting filver from lead is univerfally the fame, fimply depending upon

the different effential properties of the two metals. It is an elTential property of lead,

when meked in the open air, to lofe its metallic appearance, and to burn away into a

kind of earth. It is an effential property of filver, not to burn away in the fame man-

ner when expofed to the aftion of the (Irongeft fire, in the open air. Hence, when a

mafs of metal confiiHng of lead and filver, is melted in the open air, the lead will be

burned to allies, and the filver remaining unaltered, it is eafy to underfland how the

filver may be extracted from the lead, for being heavier than the alhes of the lead,

and incapable of mixing with them (fince no metal is mifcible with an earth) it will fink

to the bottom of the veil'el in which the mafs is melted. For the fame reafon either

gold or filver, or a mafs of both, may be purified from iron, tin, and copper, by the

mere operation of fufion. Silver is fo commonly contained in lead, that it is efteemed

a very great curiofity to meet with lead which is entirely free from it. Lifter proves

the exiftence of filver in the lead of at lealt thirty mines.f Yet notvvithilanding we
find at prefent but few fo worked. Derbyfliire, which is efteemed the richell for

lead mines, yielding about 7,500 tons annually on an average, at prefent has no place

where filver is extracted. There is a lead mine in Patterdale near Kefwick, which

yields much filver. Much filver is alfo extrafled in Northumberland. iMr. Pennant

in his tour through Wales, takes notice of the quantity of filver extradled at Holywell

inFlintfliire. The lead mines in Cardiganfhire have at different periods afforded great

quantities of filver ; Sir Hugh Middleton is faid to have cleared from them two thou-

fand pounds a month.| Though this appears fo beneficial a profit, yet there are many
obdacles to prevent its being general. Various are the qualities of the load ore in dif-

ferent mmes, or in different parts of the fame mine ; for it is very poflible in an affay of

the ore in the fame mine to meet with one piece, wiiich fliall atFord a lead yielding 8 or

10 times as much filver, a.^ another piece would do. The Derbyfliire lead has been

faid to contain two grains of filvcr in a pound of lead. And in fome parts of Great

• H()llir.g(lie.rs Chron, vol. 2d. pag. »i6. Sec alfo a further account of filvcr extrafted from leail in

the couiiiits of Devon and Cornwall, in Edward illd's time, pago 413.
\ Lillcr dt; Funlihuf, cap. 2d, f. y, 10.

j Opcr. Mill. expHc. p. 245,

Britain,
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Britain, the ores though poor in lead, contain between 3 and 400 ounces of filver in z

ton of lead, much filvcr is therefore prohnbly thrown away for want of having the ores

of the poored fort properly allayed. That lead, which does not contain nine ounces

of fdver in a toji, is not tliought worth refining, becaufe of the lofs of the lead ; the

fmallcft quantity therefore which can be extracted with profit, mufl: depend much upon
the price of lead, all expences attending the feveral proceffes being the fame. It is cal-

culated that the difference between the value of the filver obtained, and that of the

lead loft, would, v.'hen lead is at 1 5I. a ton, be il. les. Qd. and when lead is as low as

12I. a ton, it would amount to 2I. 14s. gd. The greateft obltacle to the proprietors of

lead mines containing filver feems to be the claufe, in that act of parliament paffed in

the 6th of William and Mary, refpefting the right of pre-emption ; whereby their ma-
jefties, their heirs, and fucccffors, &c. fliould have the privilege of purchafing all the

ore for nine pounds a ton. So that there may be many mines in England very rich in

filver, which on account of the difficulty of working them, cannot be entered upon
with advantage while this right fubfifts.

After a long afcent up an immenfe hill we foon arrived at Taviftock, lowly fituated by
the river Tave, on a fandy ground pretty well cultivated. The prefent Itate of this

town is confiderable, confifling of feveral tolerable ftreets with a large old church, the

body of which appears like three common parifli churches united. The glory of this

place formerly was its abbey founded by Ordulph the fon of Ordgar, earl of Devon and

Cornwall, in the reign of king Edgar about 90 1 . This Ordulf, v Malmefbury tells us,)

fays Camden, was of fo gigantic a flature and fo great flrenglh, that he could break the

bars of gates, and go finding over a river ten feet broad. Little now remains of this

abbey, but a few old walls ; a fchool was alio erected here for preferving from oblivion

the ancient Saxon language. Many of the abbots were men of eminence, and in the

church cf this monaftery many perfons of diflinclion were buried. Henry Vlllth gave

John lord Ruffel, afterwards created earl of Bedford, the fite of this monaftery, with

the borough and advowfon of the church. This family are flill lords of it, and fince

their promotion to a dukedom have the title of Marquis from hence. The borough was

never incorporated, but is governed bya portrieve, annually chofen by freeholders at the

lordy-court ; the intereft coni'equently reits with the duke.

Inftead of purfuing the right road over Dartmore forefl by Moreton to Exeter, we
deviated round the north fide of this vaft heap of mountains to fee Lydford waterfall.

This being market day we met numbers of the people flocking hither with grain, a few

ftieep and an abundance of Michaelmas geefe. The common vehicles of this country

are panniers and horfes ; nor did we meet a fingle carriage the whole day. Pafs over

an extenfive down, with fine profpecls on our left and Dartmore on our right ; this

part of the country is very coarfe, moory and barren in its nature ; in fome places pro-

ductive of nothing but a dwarf kind of furze ; in others we fee a confiderable increafe

of tillage ; owing chiefly to the cultivation of potatoes ; the foil is moftly a lliff clay,

•which renders it unhealthy to fheep, v, hich are here of a fmall fort, and fubject to the

rot, efpecially in wet feafons, which deftroys them incredibly faff. In thefe parts which

are too remote to obtain fea fand, they (have off the turf, and by burning its, procure

excellent manure from its aihes, which mode of cultivation being iirlt ufed here, is called

Devonfhiring or Denfliiring. But this in reality was the Roman method, and is ad-

mirably defcribed by Virgil*.

• Saepe ctiam llerlles incenrlere profult agros,

Atque levera flipulam crepitantibus ur^ie flammi's.

Geor. I. V, i,\, 85.

6 Dart-



2S6 SHAW's TOUR TO

Dartmore, where the river Dart has its rife, is a mountainous forell: made by king

John, and had formerly in it many tin mines. It is about twenty miles long, and four-

teen broad, affording pafture for many thoufand fheep and cattle, more healthful than

its marfhy ikirts, from its rocky and dryer foil ; from whence in a clear day the views

are cxtenllve and beautiful.

" David de Sciredun held lands in Sciredun and Sipleigh by knight-fervice, on con-

dition that he fliould find two arrows, when our lord the king came to hunt in this fo-

ren."

When the tin mines in the county were in a flourifliing ftate, by a charter of Edward
Id, the tinners were obliged to affemble their court on a noted hill, between Taviftock

and Chegford in this forefl, called Crokentorr. In this defolate fpot, where no refrefli-

nient could be found, no Ihelter, nor any feat but that of a moor ftone, they generally

met to the number of 200 or more. Having fo far complied with the order of the

charter, the next act of the flev.ard was to adjourn the court to one of the rtannery

towns, ufually Taviftock : where the price of the metal was fixed, all differences adjuft-

ed, and afts of regulation made. This meeting was called, "the parliament for the

tanneries," the place of meeting in the foreft, '" the parliament houfe;" and thepre-

fentment of the jurors, " acts of parliament."

A few miles further we pafs an immenferock, on the fummit of which (lands Brent-

torr church. This though 20 miles diflant, is an excellent iea-mark to guide the (hips

about Plymouth. At the foot of the next defceat, clofe on the left of the road, you will

fee a clump of trees ; turn in at the gate, and enquire at the farm houfeof Mr. Candy,
and fome perfon will attend to the waterfall, about a quarter of a mile below. This

remarkable cataraft is formed by a fmall itream running into the river Lyd, over a ro-

mantic rock, fweetly clothed with wood, which appears in various interfedions in this

vale. Winding down the rock, on a fmall path about halfway, you are prefented jvith

the fineft milky flreams imaginable, neither too perpendicular to be one confufed heap,

nor too much divided to be ungraceful ; but one continued filvery chain of 200 feet

;

towards the bottom the rock projects fo favourably as to fill the air with aqueous parti-

cles, and imitate the eftett of a real fountain, foftly falling in a filver fliower. Defcend-

ing beneath you look up to the whole with a fimilar enchantment. The late ruins were

juft fufficient to fill it to perfection ; and we only wanted the foft beams of moon light,

10 realize that fairy fcenc, fo fweetly defcribed in lord Mornington's mufical elegy :

" Near a cool grot and mony cell.

We rural lays and fairies dwell, &c.

The fiirprifing waterfall pleafed me altogether more than any in the North of Eng-
land or Scotland, and being a greater rarity in thofe parts it is more valuable and flrik-

ing. Camden fecms not to have been acquainted with it, though it mult have exilted

many ages , as he mentions, not a mile beyond, the bridge approaching Lydford, where

the little river Tyd, being pent up within the rocks, has made itfelf fo deep a f;ill, by a

continual working, that the water is not to be feen, but only the murmur, or in high

water rather thunder " heard, to the great allonifhment of thofe that pafs over." This

h the cafe on horfeback, or in a carriage, but whoever looks attentively on foot, may fee

the flowing torrent rufliing impetuoufly through tho narrow confines of the rock, at the

diflance of 1 00 feet from the battlements of the bridge. Lydford now reduced to a

fmall village, was formerly a town of note, which lent burgeffes to parliament, but for

its poverty has long fince been d'lfchargcd of that privilege ; the ruins of a gaol-like

caftle,
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caflle are ftill vifible. From hence nothing occui^s till we come to the village of Soin--

ton ; whence opens a charming profpedl towards the weft of a rich vale, &c. rerniinatcd

by diftant mountains. As we approach Okchampton, vulgarly called Ockington, the

beauties of the forefl hang gracefully on the fkirts of Dartmorc, but for this we are

moftly indebted to the remains of the old park, where once the carls of Dcvonfl-iire

had a noble caftle, now quite in ruins, which till late belonged to the Courtenays of Pow-
derham-caftle, near Exeter, but is now exchanged away to fome part of the corpora-

tion. The caftle flands a little weft of the centre of the county, and near the town of

Okehampton. It was built by Baldwin dc Brioniis; who, as appears by domefday-

book, was in poffeffion of it when that furvey was taken. From his dei'cendanrs the

Rivers's, earls of Devon, it devolved by marriage to the Courtnays, earls of Devon.
In that family it remained till feized by King Edward IV., on account of their attach-

ment to the houfe of Lancalter ; in which caufe, Thomas de Courtnay, and his brother

John, both loft their hves; the farft being taken at the battle of Towton, 1461, was car-

ried to Pontefradt, and there beheaded ; his head was fet up at York, in the place of

that of the Duke of York
J the latter was killed at Tewkftury. Edward granted this

caftle, honor and manor, to fir John Dynham ; by whom they were foon afterwards for-

feited. King Henry VII. on coming to the throne, reftored to the Courtnays their an-

cient honors and pofteffions amongft which was this caftle ; but in the reign of Henry
Courtney, the then poft^eflbr, was executed for a treafonable correfpondence with car-

dinal Pole, and it once more efcheated to the crown ; when that king caufed the caftle

and a fine park thereunto belonging, to be difmantled and deftroyed. He likewifeim-

prifoned Edward the fon and heir of the late earl ; who continued in confinement till

releafed by queen IViary ; by whom he was reinftated in the rank and fortune of his an-

ceftors. lie leaving no male iffue, the eftate was carried by marriage into the family

of the Mohuns, barons of Mohun and Okhampton ; whofe male line likewife becoming
extinft, by the death of the lord Mohun, killed 17 12, by the duke of Hamilton, in a

duel, the eftate defcended to Chriftopher Harris, of Heynes, efq. he having married the

heirefs of that family. The view taken by Mr. Grofe, 1761, gives a juft and lively re-

prcfentation of its ruins ; having only part of the keep, and fome fragments of high

walls remaining ; the folidityof which, together with their advantageous fituation, and
the fpace they occupy, clearly evince that, when entire, it was bfith itrong and exten-

five.

This ancient borough ftands in a vale on the river Oke, whence it has its name ;

at a mile diftance from the parifli church, beautifully fituated on a hill amidft a thick

grove. Here is a fmall manufaSui-e fimilar to the reft of the towns in this county, but

in the annals of hiftory vve find this place much more confidcrable than at prefent. I'he

members of parliament are chofen by the freemen and freeholders, and the intereft now
refts with the duke of Bedford. Here we dined and had our ufual compliment, fo pecu-

liar to this county, of tarts and clotted cream, a compofition to me more pleafing than

any thing of the kind I had ever tafted. This eflence of milk is gathered by fcalding

their whole quantity together in the ftate it comes from the cow, and letting it ftand

about a day, and then fkimming off the top j by which means they have a greater quan-
tity, but the milk is quite impoveriflied.

In the evening we proceeded to Crockernwell, the half-way houfe to Exeter j which
though not the moft defirable inn, afforded us a comfortable repofe, and in the morning
early ,.genial and foft as the two preceding dayr, which with the brighter influence of the

fun, appeared more charming in autumnal tints than faircft May
;

3
The
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-The fading many-coIoiirM woods
SliaJe deep'iiing over (liade, the country roiu;d

Imbrown ; a crowded umbrnge, duflv and deep.

Of every hue, from wmi declining greeo

To footy dark."

Here we overcame the difficulties of hills by an additional pod: horfe, and moved with

expedition amidft delightful fcenery to the fair city we had lately pafled through, and

now breakfafted where we this day week had dined.

It now occurs to me to mention an idea of grandeur and opulence not to be found

elfewhere in Great Britain, if on the whole face of the glube ; (viz ) that by a more
rapid abbreviation of this wcftern tour, you might fleep twelve nights at twelve different

cities, (viz.) London, Oxford, Worcefter, Hereford, Gloucefter, Briflol, Bath, Wells,

Exeter, Saliibury, Winchefler and Weilminfter. This idea is ftill more enlarged u'hen

we confider the fuperiority of our Englifli roads, inns, and every convenience to facili-

tate travelling. When we hear of the comparative difficulties our forefathers had to

ftruggle with even fince the lad forty years, we are aftonifhed at the difference. What
was then deemed a journey of fome days, and not to be attempted without the utmoft

precaution and meditation, is now accomplifhed with the greateft eafe in a few hours.

It may not be an unprofitable deviation here to trace this great fource of comfort and

pubhc utility from an early period to the prei'ent time. 1 he vifible progreffion in im-

provements whether in arts, fciences, manufadures, agriculture, &c. ought ever to be

the prime objeds of our refearches and the delight of our leifure hours. By degrees,

after many benefits gradually gained, an intelligent nation extends its views to the high-

eft attainment of perfedion. Having fupplied itfelf with an extenfive produce of its

own wealth, the next objedl was to promote a commodious communication between its

feveral parts by means of rubbifli roads, caufeways and bridges. The Romans were

dirt inguiflied by their attention to the ftraitnefs, folidity, and admirable difpofition of

their roads, which, though ufed for other purpofes, were chiefly intended for military

ways ; and this cEConomy of theirs was carried through all ilie provinces of their exten-

five empire. The intention of thefe military ways wasworthy of the genius, and expreflivc

of the policy of that wife and potent people. They were fo many links uniting the

provinces to the feat*of Empire. That they were very numerous, is confirmed by the

remains, which are ftili to be feen in many countries. In the Itinerary of Antoninus

there are fifteen roads, with the ftations marked upon them, and the diftanccs between

in miles, which taken together, make a total of 25^9 miles, the conftruftion of which

niuft have neceffarily confumed much time, required much toil, and demanded im-

menfe treafures. It is however remarkable, that fcarce in any of the countries they

pofl'cffed there are ftill remaining more authentic monuments of thefe ufeful and ftupen-

dous works than in Great Britain, which with indefatigable pains and moft extenfive

learning have been ftudioufly traced, accurately defcribed, and the ibuions on them with

all poffible certainty pointed out by many excellent antiquaries. The Saxons, when
they became mailers of the fouthern parts of this illc, Ihevved great refpect to thefe an-

cient roads, as appears by the names they bellowed on them. The law De Pace Qua-
tuorCheminorum, and the appellation ftill in ufe, of the king's highways, fliew how much
they were refpefled. The four great roa^!s were the FolTe, Watling-ftreet, Erming or

Ermin, called alfo Beling-ftreet, and Ik^neld, Rykuild, or Rykeneld-ftreet. About
which tlie learned are much divided ; but the inroads of the Danes, which occafioned

fuch general defolation ; the Norman conqueft ; and the long continuance of civil wars,

had no doubt the mofl fatal efFedfs upon thcic, as well as the trade and agriculture of

this
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this country. When the nation had time to breathe, and its Interior peace was redored,

induHry, the parent of dotneflic trade, and public welfare, renewed its vigour, and hav-

inp; trained one advantage grafped immediately at another. And by this means laws

rcfpccliinj; the public udlity became abfolutcly neceffary. By the flatute of Winchellcr

in ihc reign of Edward I., feme provifiou is made for the fccurity of highways, by dif-

fering no wood to grow v\ithin^oo feet on one fide or other, that paifengers might not

be furprized by thieves. In the time of Henry VIII., fome laws were enacted for pre-

Icrving and amending caufeways, and for facilitating the making new and more com-
modious roads, by giving to fuch as made them legally through their own lands, the

property of the foil, &c. At length it became requillte to take more ftable me-
thods for a conftant and regular communication, which produced in refpeft to roads, a

kind of fylteni : the origin of which may be found in itat. 2 and 3 Phil, and Mar. cap.

8. The preamble declares, that the roads were tedious and noiforiie to travel in, and
dangerous to paflengers and carriages. For the remedy of this, it is enacied, that in

every parilh, furveyors of the highways Hull be chofen, and the inhabitants obliged, ac-

cording to their refpeftive properties, to find labourers and carriages for a certain num-
ber of days to work thereon.

A new mode w as introduced about the middle of the lad century, by applyingto the le-

giflature to eftablifh tolls for amending old, and maldng new roads, fo that by a gradual

extcnfion of thefe turnpike ways, the whole kingdom is highly benefited, and become
much more pervious than the reft of the world. I'he attention of the legiflature in

regulating the commiffioners and other officers ; the fize, extent and goodnefs of the

roads in general, as well as the rate of tolls, with a multitude of other particulars, prove

an intention of approaching towards perfedion in the plan ; nor is the execution, as far

as human abilities will allow, deficient. In confequence of this judicious, though ex-

penfive arrangement, the land carriage of this country correfponds moft harmonioufly

with its commerce; and as plenty obeys the call of induftry, we find both fpread by
this means into alinoft every comer of the ifland. To thefe may be added the numerous,
commodious and even magnificent inns, on all thefe fpacious, and wtU frequented

roads, which peculiarly diftinguifh this country. And it is a juft obfervation, that no-

thing can afford a clearer indication of the true ftate of a country and its inhabitants,

than the public inns. In fome of the chief cities in Germany, and the Low Countries,

they are highly commended
;

paffable in France; celebrated at Lyons; plentiful in

Switzerland; indilferent in Italy ; worfe in Spain; and ilill worfe in Poland. Jn this

country, bufinefs and pleafure fupport them, and conftant emulation hath made them in

moft places commodious, in fome, fplcndid and fuperb. All thefe clrcumftances duly

weighed, and maturely confidered, fully demonftrate the redtitude of that principle, on
which thefe ftupendous improvements were undertaken, and which do fo much honor
to the adivity, vigour, and fteadinefs with which, in fo fliort a fpace of time, they have
been and are ftill carried on, with fuch evident advantages to individuals and fuch general

credit to the nation.

Amongft the innumerable benefits that have arifcn, from the great improvements of
our roads,the quick and certain correfpondence by the poft is the moft confpicuous. This
invention we find attributed by Herodotus to Cyrus the Great ; and his fucceffors in

the empire of Perfia, appointed 1 1 1 royal Itations, or poft houfcs, to convey their edicts

from, and intelligence to their capital city of Suza. The Greeks and Romans adopted
this Perfian inftitution. Charlemagne fettled pofts as emperor through all his domi-
nions ; Lewis XI. revived them in France. This mode of conveying intelligence was
adopted many ages ago in pcher countries, and even in owr own, but in a rude and im-

voL. II. V p perfe^^
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perfcd flate, till the long parliament in the i-eign of Charles I. reduced into fome order

what had been before a thing of little coniequence, and by giving it a regular and

uniform eftabliflinient, may be faid to have flruck out the rudiments of what it now
is. In this reign it came to be confidered in a proper light, as a thing that might be

rendered beneficial to the crown, and of infinite utility to the nation. A. D. 1635, a

proclamation was publiflied, regulating the rates of poftage, and pointing out what we
ftile the north and weft roads, lb that probably if the troubles had not broke out foon

after, the poft-ofFice might gradually have been brought into good order. This was

much improved, and legally fettled by parliament foon after the refloration, and the

feveral branches of it, foreign as well as domellic, very judicioufly regulated, and the

rates of poftage adjufted on moderate terms. This method was attended with fuch

beneficial confequences, that in the reign of Queen Anne, a poft-mafter general was

appointed, who is authorifed to appoint others at Edinburgh, Dublin, New York, Sec.

and through all the provinces on the Continent ; and in all the Britifli ifles in America.

From this period it received continual augmentations, and by a law in his prefent ma-
jefty's reign, fome new regulations were made for rendering the carriage of letters

cheaper and more commodious : but that recent improvement of the ingenious and

fpirited Mr. Palmier eclipfes every other, and in fpite of all oppofition is confirmed,

from a fuppofed fpeculation, to a permanent fyftem ; by which means while mankind

are furniflied with more elegant public vehicles, and their lives and property

fafelv proteded, a correfpondence the moft uniform and free is carried on with the ut-

iTioft facility, celerity and fecurity, through the wide expanfe of the Britifli dominions.

And Britain is now truly the feat of empire, the centre of commerce, and the haven of

repofe*.

In order to compleat the remainder of our tour, much refembling in its outlines a

figure of 8, we now directed our courfe fouth-eaft towards Dorchefter. About half a

mile from this city we pafs the ancient and extenfive pile of the laudable workhoufe or

hofpital before defcribed ; two miles beyond this, where the Topiham road parts to the

right, is Heavytree gallowsf, with a fquare piece of ground enclofed by a ftrong wall,

for the burial of fufferers ; a plan I never remember to have feen before. The road

now in a more gravelly foil was excellent and uninterrupted by tedious hills ; the fur-

rounding inclofures of arable and pafture, glowed with fertility ; while the happy

feedftnan, fcattering round his fliowers of grain, hail'd the fmiUng feafon with the voice

of melody. Thus we journied on till we came within fix miles of Honiton, from the

brow of which hill we were prefented with the fweeteft fcene of cultivation I ever

beheld. This may be called the garden of Devon, not only from its own intrinfic fu-

periority, but the beauteous order in which it is difpofed ; a fine amphitheatre of meadow
and arable inclofure gradually afcending towards the fouth, in the higheft cultivation,

up to its natural boundary of open hills, ranged in all the uniformity of a perfeft wall

;

to the eaft and north appears a fimilar circular defence, but not fo ftrongly marked. De-
fcending into this lovely vale, we faw on our left Eftcott, the feat of fir George Yonge, a

fine old place ofgood architcdture and beautifully fituated. A little farther the river

Otter forms a fweet winding canal, where we pafs a very pifturefque fcene of cots and

ivy mantled bridges. This fpot now only a decayed village called Veniton, is famous

for a battle fought agaiaft the Cornifli rebels in the reign of Edward VI. We now
met numbrs of market people with panniers, crookes and gambades. Honiton is a neat

* Campbell's Survey.

•f-
So named from the adjacent village,

market



Tin WEST or ENGLAND. 29

1

market town fituatcon the river Olter ; the country around It Is beautiful. It was held

before the conqueft by Drago, a Saxon ; in the Norman furvev, it is defcribed under
the title of Terra Couiitis Moritonenfis, or lands belonging to Robert earl of iMorton,

half brother to the Conqueror, to whom he gave great poflefiions in thefe parts, and
made him earl of Cornwall. We afterwards finil thefe lands bellowed by Henry I. on
Richard de Redvcrs, created earl of Devon, lord of Okehainpton, Sec. Frora this fa-

mily the title and lands of the earls of Devon came to the Courtenays. I'his manor
therefore being bellowed by Hugh Courtenay, upon his fdlh fon Philip, of Powder-
ham Caftle, near Exeter, has continued in his pollcrity, and is now part of the pof-

fellions of Vifcount Courtenay, of that beautiful place. This town fends members to

parliament, under the government of a portrieve, chofen annually at the court of the

lord of the manor, who makes the return of the members eleded by all the inhabitants

called burgage-holders. The prefent condition of this town, is indebted to a dreadful

fire, which broke out on July
1
9th, 1747, and reduced three parts of it to aflies, to the

great dillrefs of feveral hundred indultrlous inhabitants. Ihe houfes now wear a
pleafing afpeft, and the principal flreet extending from ea(l to well is remarkably paved,
forming a fmall chaimel well Ihouldered up on each fide with pebbles and green turf,

which holds a flream of clear water with a fquare dipping place oppofite each door ; a

mark of cleanlincfs and convenience 1 never faw before. The firft manufafture of
ferges was Introduced into Devonlliire at this town, but at prefent it is employed chiefly

in making lace. It may be v.-orth remarking, that the market day was here held before
the reign of King John on Sunday, but changed by his direftlon it fllU continues on
Saturday, which we now faw. After dining at an excellent Inn, we proceeded over vail

hills furrounded with beautiful vales } from the top of Honlton hill the landfcape may
vie with any part of this kingdom.

Axmlnfter, where we now arrived to repofe. Is a confiderable market town, fituate

on the river Axe, from whence, together with a minder eredled here by King Athel-
flan, it has Its name. This foundation was for feven priefls, but afterwards reduced
to two, for whom a portion of land was allotted, called priell-aller ; which with the par-
fonage now belongs to two prebendaries of York, to pray for fouls burled here, who
were flain at the battle of Brunaburg, in a field which Is at prefent called KIngsfield.

The manufafliure of this place Is chiefly carpets, and efteemed fuperlor to the Wilton
being worked by the pliant fingers of fmall children, from patterns and colours laid

before them. Thirteen fhillings per yard Is the lowefl price, and from thence their

value may be Increafed almoft to any fum.

Leaving this town we foon enter Dorfetfliire, the flratum changes to fand and white
flint. The road paflTes feveral miles on a noble terrace, the fea boldly fwelling ou our
right, various cliffs and Portland ifland rifing In front, with a charming vale on our left

fcooped Into variety of ampliheatres, &c. We now came oppofite to Lyme, or Lyme
Regis, fo called from a rivulet of that name, on which It (lands. At the time of the
conqueil we find it annexed to the abbey of Sherborne, a confiderable place on the
north borders of the county ; but Richard I. bellowed great privileges on It, which
were confirmed by fucceeding monarchs. In the reign of Henry V. during the wars
between England and France this town was reduced to aflies : but being a royal de-
mefne, the king ibrgave thofe diftrefled inhabitants the quit rent, which enabled them
to rebuild the town. However it did not flourlfli for many years, as Camden defcrlbes
it to be a poor Inconfiderable place. In the reign of James I. the merchants havin?
engaged in trade to Newfoundland, acquired large fortunes and ralfed the town confider-
ably ; and afterwards Kjng William confirmed their ancient privileges by a new char-

p p 3 ter
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ter under the government of a mayor, 1 5 burgeffes, &c. But what mofl claims the

notice of a traveller, is its famous pier and harbour, efleemed one of the bed in Europe-

Though we could not now conveniently vifit it, yet I have had fufficient information to

jnflify a fhort account. Having neither creek nor bay, nor any other natural conveni-

ence for a port, the ingenuity of the inhabitants has, by great art and labour, con-

itrufted a maffy pile of building, which confifls of high and thick walls, whofe

materials were vaft rocks weighed up out of the fea. The principal extends

fome diflance from the fliore into the main fea, and fo large as to admit of various build-

ings and wjrehoufes, with a ftreet for carriages to pafs along. Oppofite to this is a

funilar conftrudion, which crolTes the end of the fidt and then forms a parallel to it.

Ships enter this port by the point of the firfl wall, while the fecond breaking the violence

of the fea, they pafs into the bafon, and ride with all the calmnefs and fecurity of a wet

dock. This curious work is called a cobb, and firm enough to carry any number of

guns ; which they have not yet thought neceflary, but only plant a few guns in pro-

per parts of this noble pier, and the town. One would imagine that this furprifing

mode of conftrufting a port, fo much admired by all vifitors and highly fpoken of by

molt writers, would be eagerly imitated upon every part of our coafl, where the conve-

nience of country, and the opening fuch a port might prove a mutual advantage.

Lyme was the landing place of the unfortunate duke of Monmouth, June nth,

1685 ; who undertook to afl'ert his right to the crown as fon to Charles II. ; the im-

prudence of which enterprife did not at firfl appear ; and fo popular was his name
amongft the lower people, that in a few days his original number of followers was in-

creafed from 100 to above 20C0 horfe and foot. At Axminfler the Devon militia to

to the number of 4000 men were aflembled under the duke of Albemarle, fon to him
who had reftored the roval family ; from thefe however he met with no difficulty. The
next ftation of the rebels was Taunton, a difaftedted town, which gladly received them,

and even re-inforced them with confiderable numbers. Even the voice of the fair, ac-

cording to Hume, here joined in the common cry of this rebellion, and they prefent-

ed Monmouth with a pair of colours of their handiwork, together with a copy of a

bible. He was here too perfuaded to aflume the title of King, and affert the legitimacy

of his birth : he was now obliged daily, for want of arms to difmifs many who crowded

to his (tandard. He entered Bridgewater, Wells, Frome ; and was proclaimed in all

thefe places. But while he by his imprudent and mifplaced caution was thus wafting

time in the weft, the king was more aftive in his preparations to oppofe him ; fix

regiments of Britifti troops were called over from Holland, which together with a con-

fiderable augmentation to the army, were difpatched under the command of Feverfliain

and Churchill, in order to check the progrefs of the rebels. Sedgemoor near Bridge-

water was the i'cat of the engagement ; in which aftion Monmoutii's men fliowed what

a native courage and a principle of duty, even when unaflilled by difcipline is able to

perform. And their efforts would have terminated in a viclory, had not the mifcon-

dudt of Monmouth, and the cowardice of Gray, who commanded his horfe prevented

it. After a combat of three hours the rebels \\'erc forced to fly amidft a flaughter of

about 1500. Monmouth, after many attempts to conceal himielf, was at length taken

in a-fitLiation which human nature could fcarce fupport ; his body dcprefled with fa-

tigue and hunger, his mind by the memory of paft misfortunes, and the profped of

future difalters ; and to heighten his mifery, like Rulfel he fevcrely felt the repeated

feeble blows of the executioner.

We now dcfcendcd to the fweet village of Charmouth, fituatc clofc to the fea. At this

little fpot the piratinc Danes had the fortune to beat the r.ngiiili in two engagements
;

firfl
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firft; conquering King Egbert, 831; and then King iEthelwulf tight years after.

The children ran after us with prawns taken here in great abundance and perfeftion

;

alfo witli ores, fhelis, &c. Meeting AVilliani Loyd, a labourer, \vc were induced to

accompany him to fee his collection of themoft curious foflil world. His cottage af-

fording no convenience for this purpofe, they are difplayed in the ojien garden ; thofe

who are defirous of viewing fuch wonderful operations of nature, may here faiisfy tb.eir

curiofity by only deviating a few yards from the road ; and thofe who are defirous of

adding to their colleftion for grottos, chimney pieces, &c. may here find materials oa
the loweft terms.

In the Philofophical Tranfaftions, (Vol. Ivi. No. 22,) is the folloviing account of an
uncommon phenomenon, near this place, by John Stephens, M. A. " In Auguft, 1751,
after very hi^^t weather, followed by fudden rain, the clitfs near Charmouth, in the wcfi:-

ern parts of Dorfetfhire, began to fnioke, and foon after to burn with a vifible but

fubtle flame ; the fame pha;nomena were obferved at Intervals, efpecially after rain, till

winter, the flame however was not vifible by day, except the fun flione, when the clills

appeared at a diilance as if covered with pieces of glafs which reflected the rays: at night

tlie flame was vifible at a difl:ance, but when the ipeftator drew near, he could perceive

fmoke only, and no flame: a fimilar flame has been feen rifing from the lodes, or veins

of the mines in Cornwall, with this difl'erence, that when the fpeftator approached, the

flame did not difappear, but feemed to furround him, yet did him no harm, and in four

or five minutes feemed to fink into the earth. Upon examining Charmouth clifls, a

great quantity of martial pyrites were found, with marcafites that yielded near a tenth

of common fulphur, of cornua ammonis, and other fhelis, and the belemnites, all

crulled with pyritical matter : thefe fubftances were found not In regular flrata, but

interfperfed in large maiTes through the earth, which confifted of a dark coloured loam.

Impregnated with bitumen to the depth of 40 feet ; there was alfo found a dark co-

loured fubllance like coal cinder, wdiich being powdered and wafhed, and the water being

flowly evaporated to a pellicle, its falts, which fliot into chryft:als, appeared to be a

martial vitriol. Mr. Stephens laid about loolb. of all thefe fubftances in a heap ex-

pofed to the air, and fprinkled them every day with water ; in about ten days they grew
hot, foon after caught fire, burnt feveral hours, and fell into duft. The fire of this

mafs he fuppofes to be the fame with that of the cliifs, and to be produced by the fame

caufcs.

Afcending the winding hills again, we are charmed with fimilar beauteous fcenery.

The land Is not fo rich as in parts we had lately paflTcd ; but they manure plentifully

vyith lime, which makes It worth, on an average, 20s. per acre. Flax * is here

railed

• Flax IS a vegetable well known, arTiduoufly cultivated, and in the higheft erteem from all antiquity,

being celebrated by Herodot. &c. as one of the mofl: lucrative branches of commerce. The fcriptures

alfo frequently mention the fine linen of Egypt ; the principal argument ufed to prove the people of

Colchos were an Egyptian colony, was their proficiency in this manufafture. In Pliny's time the cul-

ture and even the manufaiftiirc of flax, feeni to have reached thofe countries, in which they flill flourifli.

It is found by experience that with proper attention it may be raifed on almoft every foil of Great Britain
;

and the profit is feldom Icfs than lol. an acre, befides affording employmcut and fubfillence to the induf-

trious poor. But when we confider the benefits that arife from this commodity when it comes into the

liands of the manufafturcrs, it mull appear to be a national objedl of the greateft importance. The
Dutch, who underftand both the culture and manufafture of flax better than any other nation in the

world, prefer their own feed, raifed on the llifi clays of Zealand, to any that they receive from the northern

parts of Europe : but the flax employed in their manufactures grows on a light, warm, gravelly foil, and
owes its beauty and finenefs to their fediilous care in manuring, cultivating, and drcfling it. We have

the fame diverfity of land and much more of them than the Dutch, and therefore, if we took equal pains,

Ti-e might foon ht rekafed from the neceflity of importing. In i^pj, according to Mr. Houghton, we
impottciit
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raifed very much ; apples in abundance ; whofe cyder fells now, as in Somerfetfliire,

from ys. to ics. per hogfhead. As we proceed, a noble view prefents itfelf acrofs the

fea, down the Devon coafl to Topfham, Plymouth, Sec.

Dine at Bridport, a ver)' neat town, whole principal flreet is remarkably fpacious,

well-built, and paved ; about the middle flands an excellent new market houfe, with

good rooms over it for all public purpofes, only finifhed this year. This town was

anciently very confiderable ; in the reign of Edward the ConfelTor the number of

houfes were about i ;o, which made it great ia thofe days ; bat w^e find in William

the Conqueror's time they were reduced to loo. Again it recovered its greatnefs.

King Henry III. created it a borough ; Henry VII. Queen Elizabeth, and James I.

eftabliilied the corpoi-ation with many privileges ; it is governed by two bailitfs, and

a recorder, and fends two members to parliament. The piers and haibour, which

once added greatly to its flourifliing ftate, are all gone to ruin, fo that there is no fe-

curity for fhips driven by ftrefs of weather into this deep and perilous bay. The foil

being rich and ftrong, this neighbourhood produces an abundance of hemp*, and

the inhabitants are very adept in twilling all forts of ropes, nay, fo famous were they

in this manufacture formerly, that, by a llatute made in the reign of Henry VII. it

wzs ordered that all the cordage for the na\'y fliould, for a limited time, be made here,

or within five miles of this place, and no where elfe. At prefent great quantities of

twine, nets, &c. are manufactured here.

After dinner we proceeded to Weymouth. The ftratum now changes to real black

flint and chalk ; a more varied and beautiful countiy is fcarce to be found than the

greater part of this evening's jouniey aflbrds ; hills and dales tofled about in the

wildefl manner of well-fringed inclofures, form the variegated landscapes of the firft

three or four miles. Thefe fwceps of inclofures gradually expand till they become
immenfe downy hills and deep vales ; near the 5th mile-flone, look a little to the left

and you will be ftruck with a moll pidurefque fcene ; a bold, circular, gently fwell-

ing hill rifes out of a valt hollow with peculiar effecl, near to which a fmall tuft of

inclofures feenis wildly tolled beneath to decorate the vale with Ibftell inequalities.

About the 6th ftone you behold a fpot infinitely more elegant ; a circular hollow

fcoof>ed in a vaft hill of the fweetcfl: verdure ; were it not for the difference of co-

lour and texture, a more exacl idea cannot be given of its beautiful appearance, than

by comparing them to thofe foft waves one fees in driven Inow. Nor are thefe velv^

mixtures of hill and dale, fometimes rifing boldly abrupt, and fometimes very gentle,

more gratifying to the eye thaii the food of them is delightful, and beneficial to the

ieecy flocks that brouze abundantly all over them.

imporftd 49J ton of flax. In 1763, from Ruflla, 161,756 pounds, or 1576 tons. In our fifier ifland

this has been made an olijcft of national attention: they law cleai'.y that to gain and preferve the linen

manufacture, it was necclTary to raife flax, for whidi putpolc they gave a bounty of ^s. a barrel on the

importation of flax or hemp-feed ; they gave this gratis to fuch as would fow their lands therewith ; they

gave bounties of I OS. 8s and 6t. on every icolb. of ij, 3', and los. an 100 in value; they gave their

fretdom in country corporations to all hemp and flax drclTcrs ; and they held out a premium on eiery bulhcl

of feed, when at js. a buHul, which fhould be ei:pcrted*.

• Campbell's Survey of Great Britain, vol. ii. p. c»-

f Hemp is another vegetable too well known to need any defcn'ption ; the fame remarks may be made
with regard to the benefit arifuig from the cultivation of this, as hsve been made jnft before on flax,

and even much (Ironger arguments ufed to fupport it, there beins; almoft ten times the quantity of hemp
imported which (hews the immcnfc favmg that would arife, if we could raifc this, or the greater part of it,

Ai home

The
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The place we next came to was Winterburn, remarkable for a marfliy fpring called

the Werry, which burftsout in this feafon of the year ; continuing; to flow all winter
and at a certain time in fpring it ceafes, and remains dry all fummcr. Inftead of con-
tinuing the road to Dorchefter, we now defcendcd to the right through a kind of
half inclofure interrupted by gates, which brought us to the plcafaat village of Up-
way, ornanicntcd with feveral good houfes, kc. From hence through Broad-way
we foon arrived at the Hotel Weymouth, or rather Melcomb-i'egis ; which two places

are feparatcd by the river Wey, and were diflinct boroughs formerly, and always at

variance about their privileges, fo that they were deprived of them by Henry Vlth.
But Oueen Elizabeth reltored them on condition that they fhould make but one cor-
poration : by which union they enjoy their common rights and flourifli together. A
•wooden bridge of many arches unites them ; the former looks fmall and dirty, but the

latter is improved by all the advantage of good building and fpacious ftreets; amongft
which are many excellent lodgings ; but the range of buildings called Glocefter-row,
York-buildings, and the Efplanade, are the mod elegant and defirable, from their

contiguity to the fands, which are naturally the beft and mofl convenient for the pur-

pofe of bathing, in the kingdom ; being within a beautiful femicircular bay of
near two miles, moft happily protefted from winds and tempefts by the furrounding
hills, which, while they afford fecurity to the mod timid valetudinarian, for the en-
joyment of this marine falutary exercife, alfo prefent the mod pifturcfque view to

every window of thefe lodgings. The aflfembly room is a lofty and fpacfous buildino-,

adjoining the hotel kept by Mr. Stacie, from the Bedford Arms, London, who at-

tends in the feafon, and has, befides every other indulgence for company, an excellent

boat for fchemes upon the water.

In the morning tedious rain confined us within doors feveral hours ; but clearing

up about one, we drove to fee the ifle of Portland, commonly fo called, though in faft

no more than a peninfula, as it is joined to the main land by a prodigious beach, or
ridge of pebbles

;
parallel to which runs a narrow creek which you ferry over. To

contemplate this wonderful wall wafhed up by the fea, you fhould ride or walk along

its fummit, whei-e you will fee more fully the extent and fecurity of this immoveable
bulwark, whofe materials are moftly equal in fize to a walnut at the water fide, gradu-

ally diminifhing to common gravel, and though uncemented, are capable of refifting

the mofl: outrageous ftorms, and of preferving the adjacent country from a deftrudive

inundation.

The two cafl:les on the oppofite fhores, named Portland and Sandsfoot, were built

in the reign of Henry VIII. about 1539, but have nothing now to attract our notice.

From beneath the beach we drove to this mountainous ifland, taking its name (ac-

cording to Camden) from one Port, a noble Saxon, who in 703 much infefted and an-

noyed this coafl: ; it is about nine miles round, and divided into feven villages, all be-

longing to one parifli. The firft we arrived at is called Chifwell ; the next Fortune's-

well ; on the hill (lands Rayfourth and Wakeham ; to the eaft is Eafl:-town ; to the

vvefl:, Wefl:-town ; and on the fouth, Southwell. The inhabitants are computed about

1 700. We fl:opt at the Portland-arms during a violent fl:orm ; the windows looking

over that immenfe beach plainly fliewed us the danger of fhips being embayed and loft

here ; when coming from the weftward, they omit to keep a good offing, and cannot

weather the high land of Portland. After this violent fliower, we procured faddle

horfes, and went direftly acrofs to the fouth-fide ; having mounted the vafl; hill from
Fortune-well, we fee the whole ifland, now a flat furface almoft; every way, and divided

into large indofures, by ftone walls, for the purpofe of growing corn and feeding

6 that
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that fmall breed of flieep univerfally admired for their flavour ; but the whole has a

dreary uncomfortable afpeft, entirely detlitute of wood and fuel. The quarz'ies for

getting that inimitable (lone, of which all our beft buildings are formed, are feen in

ahnofl every part of this ifland ; but they were no curiofity to us after that fubterra-

neous mode at Bath. Proceeding direftly acrofs, we favv the ruins of the old cadle,

which fite, before the invention of ordnance, might feem impregnable
;

yet was it

both forced and won by Robert earl of Gloucefler, 1143, in behalf of his filler,

Maude, the Emprefs, when Ihe waged v.ar againft King Stephen. At this place, in

1588, the Spaniards, with their fuppofed invincible army, ftrove to land ; but being

prevented by the Englifii, a ftrenuous fight enfued, which forced them to acknowledge

that title falfe ; when many hundreds periflied, and two of their great fliips were
brought into Weymouth. From hence you have a noble view of the race of Portland,

fo called from the meeting of the two tides, or ftriving of the currents, mid-way
between this and the French coalh This agitation of the waves is often fo dangerous,

that fcarce any veflel can pafs over it in the calmeft feafon ; and fliips, not aware of
thefe currents, have been embayed to the weft of Portland, and loft on the beach

above-mentioned. Befcre wc quitted the fouth fide, we faw the fmall remains of the

ancient church, whofe foundation the rolling fea began to undermine. Indeed the

clifis along this fide are wonderfully rent ; one in particular, to the right of this old

church, is very flriking ; the immenfe mafs of flone, appareiuly feparated fronr the

main body by fome violent convulfion, forms a chafm wildly magnificent. From hence

too we plainly fee Peverel Point, a vaft heap of undermined rocks, at the corner of the

ifland of Purbeck, whofe attraftive chafm threatens defl:ruftion on ajl who approach

them. This was the fpot where the unfortunate Halfwell Eaft Indiaman, and mofl; of

its crew, met with their untimely fate. The wind blowing hard, and the waves rolling

high, recalled that fliocking fcene more v\armly to our imagination. We now returned

to our inn, where the landlord, Gibbs, fliewed us a very curious relick of Saxon an-

tiquity, called the Reve-poll, which, in lieu of a rent-roll, exhibits a very ancient mode
ot keeping accounts ; as on this ftatf is marked every acre of land on the ifland ; by

which means the bailiff' collected the king's dues, as lord of the manor, at the rate of

three-pence per acre, diflinguiflied by different fizcd culs, from a farthing to ten fliil-

lings and feven-pence farthing, the highefl rent paid. As we departed from hence,

the people crowded round us with various curiofities, found about this ifland, of ore,

fpar, foflils, 5cc. but the mofl; curious production is a kind of fea-weed, mentioned by
Camden, called ifidis plocamon, or ifis hair, not unlike coral. We now hafl;ened back

to the hotel at Weymouth, where we enjoyed a late dinner, accompanied by mufic of

the roaring waves.

In the morning I arofe early ; the fea and the air were very favourable for bathing and

fifliing ; the machines for the former purpofe, near :o in number, were bufily employ-

ed, while thofe fl'^ating vehicles for the latter glided up and down amidfl the rcfledcd

beams of the new rifen fun, dancing on the furtace of tlie gently agitated water; which,

together with the tranfparcnt flvy, fo foftly hanging on the horizon, and the moun-
tainous hills and chalky clilFs around, prefentcd the mofl beautiful picture imaginable

;

fuch as I only remember to have feen in Loutherburgh's Eidophuficon ; an elegant re-

prefentation of moving tranfparent pictures, exhibited in Exeter 'Change a few

years ago, to imitate in miniature what nature thus dilplays on her real and unrivaled

icale.

From hence to D<jrchefler, eight miles, we went to break fa ft. Afcending Ridge-

way-hiilj the exicnfive profpect of fea and country is delightful. Beyond this, on the

2 _

" right.
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right, is an old manfion, called Rerringfton, the ancient feat of the Williams's, do-

fcended from fir John Williams, who, as Cokcr fays, by his buildings and other or-

naments, much beautified this place. On the left, immediately behind the village

of Monckton, we walked to inrpecl; one of the moft perfecl remains of an ancient for-

tification in this kingdom, vulgarly called Maiden calUc, on tradition that it w as never

forced nor won*. But it is thought vviih greater probability, by our more judicious

antiquaries, to have been a fummer fl:ation of the Romans ; it confills of a treble fofs

and rampart, each very deep and high, furrounding an inner area, near 40 acres, to

which arc only two places of entrance. Such as have curioufiy viewed this place, have

likewife traced out the particular ufes of each part, as, the weflern, lacing the Pra.-to-

rium, to have been for the foot, which could not contain lefs than three legions, or

about 18,000 men; the eaft part, behind the Pr.Ttorium, to have been for the horlc

and carriages ; and between both were feated the tribunes and other ofiicers. A num-

ber of barrows are feen thrown up on the downs around, which, from time to time,

have been opened, without any great fuccefs ; only finding a few human bones and

coins. From hence the profped is very extenfive, and takes in fome cf the hills on

the ifle of Wight. As we continue this .road, within half a mile of Dorchelter, clofe

on the right, is another extraordinary relick, called Mambury, perfecVly refembling

a Roman amphitheatre, inclofing about an acre of ground, and fuch as one may eafily

imagine to have contained fome thoufand fpedators beholding fuch fports and exercifcs

as were ufual among the ancients.

Dorchefter, the capital of this county, is a town of great antiquity, which, Anto-

nine, in his Itinerarium, calls Durnovaria', i. e. a pafiiige over the river, being fituatcd

where the Frome, difperfing itfelf, maketh a kind of ifland, and running from hence

through Wareham, empties itfelf into the fea at Poole. In the time of the Romans,

it was one of the two winter ftations faid to have been in thefe parts ; and indeed the

ancient walls, the Via Iceniana, the fofs-way on which it ilands, the coins and other

pieces of antiquity, together with thofe adjacent marks of encampments, &c. above

dcfcribed, are proofs fufficient of its former confequence ; though Camden fpeaks of

it as being then " neither large nor beautiful, the walls having been pulled down by

the enraged Danes, who here and there about the town have thrown up feveral bar-

n-ows." The prefent appearance of this town is neat and handfome, and its flourifliing

condition very different from what, according to Coker, it was in Edward lll.'s time,

when they were forced to petition the king, for abating part of their fee-farm, or

rent, " by reafon the houfes were left defolate, and trade failed amongfl them," as

the words of the petition are. That dreadful fire in 1631, which confumed a'lmoft the

whole town, except the large church of St. Peter^ and a few furrounding houfes, the

lofs being computed at 200,000!. gave rife to its regularity and goodnefs of buildings ;

now confifting of three principal itreets, fpacious and well paved, which meet in the

centre. Here are three churches, a good market place, and a town ha'l, for holding

the alTizes, kc. being undj-r the government of a mayor, bailiffs, and burgefles. It

had anciently a calHe in that place where the Grey-friars built their convent out of the

ruins thereof, and hath now but three parilh churches ; whereas the compafs ot the old

town feems to have been very large. In w hat Itate it flood loon after the coming of

the Normans, Domefday book will bed Ihew us. " In King Edward's reign there

Maiden is more properly derived from magniis, whence we liave main in the fanie fenfe. As the

Maiden tower at Windfor fignified the preat tower, the Maiden down in Wiltfliire, Sec. Maidenhead

town in Btiklhire, was foimeily Maiden Id ylhe, ilgnifying a great port.

VOL. I!, QQ were
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were 170 houfes ; thefe defended themfelves for all the king's fervices, and paid gold

for ten hides, but to the work of hufcarls one mark of filver, excepting thofe cuftoms

which were for one night's entertainment. There were in it two minr-tnafters. There

are now only 82 houfes ; and 100 have been totally demoliihed fince Hugh was fhe-

rifF." The walks that circumfcribe near two-thirds of the town, are very plealant, and

the country about it level and fruitful, abounding with arable and fheep paflure, 6 or

700,000 being computed to feed within fix n\iles round this town ; and the com
brought to niai-ket equally abundant, particularly barley ; the beer of which has ever

been'efteemcd excellent, and fent to various parts of the world. The poor and impo-

tent are here fo well regulated and relieved, that fir J. Child, in his treatife on Trade,

recommends this example as worthy to be followed by other places. As we pafs

through the eaftern ilreet which leads to Blandford and London, a very handfome

gaol, newly finiflied upon the Howard plan,
,

prefents itfelf. This road, which was

formerly bad and dangerous, by reafon of its flat fituation over a moor, fubjeft to

floods in time of heavy rains, and through a ford on the river Frome, was, by the fpi-

rited intervention of iVIrs. Lora Pitt, made perfectly fafe and agreeable ; (he, by an

aft of parliament in 1746, caufing a bridge to be erefted, and a caufeway over the moor

of Fordington, (a large manor of the dukes of Cornwall,) which flie maintained for

three years at her own expence.

The feats in this neighbourhood are numerous, and fome of them highly worth the

notice of a traveller, particularly Milton Abbey, the feat of lord Milton, whofe im-

provements are faid to hare greatly heightened the natural beauties of its fituation ; but

we were not fo fortunate as to vifit them, which I much lament, as not only its pre-

fent appearance and condition, but its venerable antiquity, rank it amongft the firft

places in this kingdom. It was firfl founded and endowed for black monks, Benedic-

tines, by King Athelftan, by way of atonement for having deprived his brother Edwin

of his life and crown. For having a jealous eye upon this his half brother, lawful

fon and fucceffor to King Edward the Elder, his fufpicion, by the indigation of his

followers, increafed fo much, that forgetting all juftice and humanity, he caufed tlie

prince, accompanied with his little page, to be launched in a fmall boat, without tactile

or furniture, into the fea, that the deftrudlive waves might wafh away his own guilt.

In this helplefs fituation, Edwin, being diftrafted with grief, plunged headlong to

meet his cruel fate. This faft was foon after fincerely repented of by the king, who,

in order to offer fome recompence for his guilt, and appeafe his innocent ghoff, built

this monaftery of Milton, or Middleton, and fo endowed it that it flourilhed in great

wealth and abundance. He gave to it the manor of Ofmington in the ifland of Pur-

beck, at the fouth-eaft part of this county ; which afterwards became the chief feat

of the Warhams, defcended from the fame flock as William Warham, archbifliop

of Canterbury in Henry Vlllth's time. Catfloke near Chalmington was alfo given by

Gcrvais de Newbury to this abbey'; as vias Frome Bellot, which William BoUot re-

ceived of his mafler King William I. from whofe pollerity it came to the family of

the Everards in Edward I.'s time, and fir Edmund Everard dying without iffue in

time of Edward III. gave it to this abbey. This property afterwards was in the pof-

feflion of John Gould. In 1340 this noble abbey was lb confumed by fire that neither

church nor bells efcaped
;

yet it foon rofe up again more fair than before, and fo conti-

nued till the time of the diffolution, when Henry VIII. gave it to fir John Tregonwell

for his manfion ; Irom whom it came by marriage to the Luttrells ot Duniler-caitle j

and thence by fale to the Darners.

As
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As we pafs on, feveral gentlemen's feats aj^reeably catch our attention ; Stinsford,

now inhabited by Mr. O'Brien, but which lately belonged, if not flill, to the earl of 11-

chefter, and came to the Strangeways at leaft two centuries ago by the coheirefs of

Stafford. About a mile farther on the fame fule, we have a pleafing view of Kingfton,

ft large manfion furroimiled with line lawns and numerous plantations lately added by

its prefent owner Mr. William Pitt defcended from a younger branch of lord Rivers's*

family. Ihis eflate came by an heirefs from the ancient family of the Greys, (fup-

pofed to be a branch of the noble hovife of that name,) who acquired it in the time of

Henry Vth. by marriage with the heirels of Sir Thomas Marward, whofe ancellors had

long owned it 'I'he country from hence is modly open and of a flinty flratum, ap-

propriated to the growth of corn and feeding of flieep.

Next we pafs through Piddletonf, near which the earl of Orford has a feat, jufl vifi-

ble from the hill beyond the village ; whence alfo you may catch a view of Dewlilh-

houfe, the feat ofM . D. R. Mitchell. Milborn St. Andrew, the next village we paf-,

had the honour of giving birth to the famous John Morton, who being bred amongft

the monks of Cearne abbey, near Frompton, was firll made bifhop of Ely, and atter-

.wards archbifliop of Canterbury, A. D. i486. By his means principally, England

owes her happinefs of uniting the houfcs of York and Lancaftcr. A little beyond we
pafs on our right the noble place and park-ornaments with a fine obeliik, the ancient

leat, and flill the refidence of Mr. E. Morton Pleydell, defcended from the fame fa-

mily as the archbifliop.

Pafling through the village of Whitchurch we come to a long range of bleak hills

and downs, which bring us fuddenly upon the pleafant town of Blandford, fituate on

the river Stour, over which we crofs a handfome bridge of fix arches : from whence

we have a delightful view of Brianflon, the elegant manfion of Mr. Portman, &c. A
beautiful fweep or ci'efcent of various foliage, called the cliff, hanging over the river,

leads the eye gradually to the houfe, newly eredted, which is a fuperb pile of Portland

ftone, fuitable to the fortune of its owner, well known to eclipfe mofl; commoners or

noblemen in England. This was anciently, in the time ofEdward I. the feat of William

de Echingham, in right of his wife Vura, daughter and heir of Rad. de Stopham,

from whom it defcended to Sir Allan de Blockfhall, who held it in grand fergeanty

under this odd tenure, " that he fhould find a man to go before the king's army forty

days bareheaded and barefooted, in his fhirt and linen drawers, holding in one hand

a bow without a firing, and in the other an arrow without feathers." From him it

came to the Rogers's, men of ancient defcent and great refpect ; in which family it

continued till Sir William Portman purchafed it, who left it to his adopted heir Henry

Portman, in which family, as we before defcribed, it now fplendidly continues|.

Blandford is a borough town, which gives name to one of the five divifions of this

county, and being burnt down in 1731, rofe like another phoenix from its afhes, with

the handfome plumage it now wears. The Marlboi-ough family have their fecond title

of marquis from this pleafant town.

The next morning, inltead of continuing the great road to Salifbury, w-e deviated

fouth-eafl to Winburn, for the purpofe of vifiting the Ifle of Wight, Southampton,

* Lord Camelford and Lord Chatham aie a ftiH younger branch of the Tame family.

f 'I'his was fotmtrly a fmall market town, which the Montacutes, earls of Sah(bury, gave tothepiioiy

of Chrifl-cluirch, in Hampftiire.

J However with one or two more adoptions. I think the prefent owner is by the male line, 3

Berkeley.

Q Q 2 and
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and Portfinouth, The former part of the way is open, and arable land ; the next,

extenfive flieep downs. On Badbury down, about tv\o miles from Winburn, we faw

on our left a mounted hill,* now crowned with firs, which is remarkable for a treble

rampart ; where tradition lays once flood a caftle, the feat of the Weft-Saxon kings
;

which Camden ob^Tvos was in his time fo utterly decayed, that he faw not the lealt

fign of it
;
probably therefore this was a fummer ftation of the Roman legion, who are

faid to have had their winter ftatioa at Winboni ; which is further confirmed from
coins, urns, ami a Roman fword dug up there, befides the traces ot a lofs-way leading

from hence to Old Sulifbury. We now arrived at this ancient town, (called by Anto-
ninus in his Itinerary, Vindogladice, fignifying its fituation between two rivers,) which

the Britons called Glediau, or fwords. The prefent name is alfo taken from rivers,

compounded of Win, or Vin, part of the old name, and Burn, the Saxon word for

water or river. Minfter was added to it from its monaftery and church fo called, built

in 7 1 2 by Cuth-Burga, fifler to Iiia, king of the Weft-Faxons ; which decaying, there

arofe in its place a new church with a fiilr vault under the choir, and a very high fpire

befides the fteeple ; which fpire, its moft beautiful ornament, was fuddenly blown
down in 1600, during morning fervice ; the ftones battered down all tlie lead, and
broke much of the timber roof of the church, yet without any injury to the people.

This ruin was; again repaired vxith the church revenues, and the liberal ailiflance of Sir

John Hiuiham, whofe defcendant, Sir William Hanham, baronet, llIU refides here.

x\fter the deftruction of this monaftery, prebendaries were introduced, and Reginald

Pole made dean of it, who afterwai'ds became cardinal and archbidiop of Canterbury
j

adding, as Camden obferves, the " reputation of piety, wifdom, and eloquence, to

the quality of his race," for he was of the royal blood, by being fon to Margaret Pole,

countefs ofSaliibury, and daughter to George, duke of Clarence, brother to King
Edward IV. The choir with four finging men, fix boys, and an organ, are the only

cathedral remains now in ufe. I'hofe who are fond of ruminating upon the relicks of
the dead, may here find feveral monuments of confequence

;
particularly that of King

Ethelred, one of the belt of princes, who, being flain in a battle againll the Danes at

Wittingham, in the caufe of religion and his country, obtained the lirname of Martyr.

Near this is the monument of Gertrude Blunt, daughter to William lord Mountjoy,
the great marchioncfs of Exeter, and another of Edward Courtenay, the laft earl of
Devonflnrc of that family, from a branch of which is defcended the prefent vifcount

Courtenay, of Powderham-caftle, near Exeter. On the other fide of the choir, lies

John de Beaufort, duke of Somerfet, with his wife, Margaret*, daughter and heir of
Sir John Beauchamp of Bletflio, whofe daughter Margaret, countefs pf Richmond,
and mother to King Henry VII. at this place built a free-fchool ; the endowment of which
has fmce been augmented by a great bcnefaftrefs. Queen Elizabeth.

From hence we proceeded to Chrift-church, with an additional horfe (after the man-
ner of a tandem,) whofe new alacrity gave a finer animation and zeft to the fpirits than

if we always indulged in the rapidity of poft-horfe?. From a gradual decreafe of hills

the two or three laft ftages, we now came into a perfed flat ; and from a ftratum of
flint and hard roads, to an indifferent foil, and deep fands. The fields around are

principally arable ; and I obferved feveral crops of buck wheat, to be plowed in as

manure; a mode of cultivation highly recommended in fuch h country. Turnips are

produced here in great abundance.

• Whofe pifture we faw at Eiimorecadk, in Somcrfttfhire.

We
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Wc now take leave of this coiinry, and enter that of the rich and delightful Hamp-
fhire; and palling through this fhort unintererting part, crofs the famous river Stour

again at Ivy-bridge, where, having left his favouiite county which he nearly bifefts,

from his fource of fix imall iouutains at Stourton in Wilts, (once the honour and feat

of the barons of that name,* bearing for their arms thefe fix fountains) he haftoth to-

wards Chrifl-church, to pay that tribute, which he hath taken from other leffer rivers,

to the great king of waters, the fea. Variety of fifli are taken here in great plenty
;

and we had imall turbot for dinner very cheap. This old town is neat and plcafant,

now called Chrilt-church from its church fo dedicated, hut formerly Twiiahamburn,

from its fituation between two rivers, which bears the fame etymology as Winburn. In

the time of the Saxons it was fortified with a calfle, and adorned with an ancient church

of prebendaries ; which was in the reign of William Rufus reftored by Ralph Flam-

bard, bifliop of Durham, who had been dean of that church ; and richly endowed
by Richard de Rivers, carl of Devon, to whom King Henry I. gave this place in fee ;

and fo continued in great repute till its fatal fall amidd the general wreck of monaf-

teries. We vifited thefe venerable walls ; on the outfide a lofty, ftupendous pile,

that befpoke a former magnificence within ; as we entered, the devaftations of time,

and the iron hand of Cromwell were too evident. The roof is in a deplorable ftate
;

owing, as it is believed, to the falliniT in of a beautiful tower or fpire which once

adorned the external part. The choir is fmall but very handfome, particularly its

altar piece of ftone, richly carved ; the genealogy of our Saviour traced down from

Jeffe ; at his head David; at his feet Solomon ; the Virgin and child, with three wife

men paving their offerings ; the Shepherd with flieep, to whom the angels brought

glad tidings; alfo the fiar that appeared above, where the young child was born.

Here too more minutely we trace the plunderer's works ; only nitches now remain,

where once were large images of filver, &c. To the left of this their facrilegious hands

are ftill more vifible, on that beautiful cenotaph built for the countefs of Salilliury,

who was moft cruelly beheaded, at the age of 70 in the tower, being attainted for trea-

fon 31 Henry VIII. on the fuppofition that the infurrection about that time in York-

fhire, was through the infligation of the cardinal Pole, her fon, and confequently this

occafion was taken to cut her off; in whom determined the line of Plantagenet. The
various arms and other devices, the order of the garter, &c. are terribly defaced,

which when complete muft have been beautiful ; as the whole of this pure Gpthic

miniature now appears by far the befl; I ever faw, and univerfally admired.

The following copy of an original letter, in the library of the late Mr. Brander, of

this place, which was fent to Oliver Cromwell by his men, will further elucidate what

I have defcribed ; it fays, " we have been into the chapel and found the cOuntefs ot

Saiilbury's tomb, built of Caen ftone from Normandy, which we have defaced ; alfo

fome gold and filver cups, which will be ufeful and ornamental for your table." We
afcended to the top of the tower and enjoyed a moil delightful view of the furrounding

fea, the Ifle of W'ight, and the Needles, which are immcnfe rocks of chalk, hurled at

fome diltance into the water.

Mr. Gilpin fpeaking of his diflike to white objefts, fays, " that nature never colours in

this otlenfive way ; ajid that the chalky cliff is the only permanent object of this kind,

which flie allows to be hers ; and thisfeems rather a force upon her from the boiflerous

aftion of a furious element. But even here it is her conftant endeavour to con-eel this

• Now the feat of Mr, Hoare, and a place much aJmirod.

offcnfivs
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offenfive tint. She hangs her cliffs with famphire and other marine plants ; or flae

flains them with various hues, fo as to remove, in part at leaft, the difgufting glare. The
weftern end of the Ifle of Wight, called the Needle-cliffs, is a remarkable inltance of

this. Thefe rocks are a fubflance nearly refembling chalk ; but nature has fo reduced

their unpleafant lultre, by a variety of chaftifmg tints, that in mod lights they have even

a beautiful effeft,"

From hence we purfued ourcourfe to Lymington; the country ismoflly fiat and un-

pleafant ; and nothing remarkable occurs except a modern large manfion, called High-

cliff, built by the prefent lord Bute. The medley of architedture is too profufe to be

really handfome, yet at this diftance it has a pleafmg eftecl. The front to the fea is

elleemed more beautiful, and the infide, though not often difplayed, is very elegant, and

ornamented with a fingular fine collection of fea views, &c.

Lymington is a fmall maritime town, fituate on the river, oppofite the illand, and is

principally indebted to its populous condition from becoming a bathing and watering

place. The rides and objeds worthy notice are fufficiently variegated and alluri::;^, ; but

we had not an opportunity of indulging in thefe pleafures ; eager now to crols to the

Ifle of Wight. About a mile from this place, nearer the water, Mr. Gilpin enjoys his

elegant retirement of Vicar's-hill.

The weather was this morning particularly tempcfluous, though without the leaft ap-

pearance of rain ; we waited wi;h anxious expectation till noon, for the arrival of the

packet from Yarmouth, but in vain ; no fmall boat could be procured as a fafe and
agreeable fubftitute, fo we changed our plan, and continued by land to Southampton.
We foon came upon that groundwhich under the opprellion and tyranny of William the

Conqueror, had luffered the moft cruel devaflations, for he deftroyed all the towns,

villages, and churches ; and turning out the poor inhabitants, made a forefl for wild

beads of 30 miles in circuit, called in that age the Ytene, now the New Forefl: ; this he
did either to make a more eafy accefs for his Normans in cafe of any infurreftions after

his conquelt, or to indulge himfelf in hunting, or to raife money by unjuft means. For
he, more merciful to beads than mankind, laid the mod fevere penalties on thofe

who fliould trefpafs on his game. But the divine vengeance feemed drongly to mark
his impious projefts ; for Richard his fecond fon, was killed by a peflilential blad in this

fored ; William Rufus, his third fon, was cafually diot with an arrow by Walter Tyr-
rel ; and his grandfon Henry, by Robert, his elded fon, was, like Abfalom, caught by
the hair in tlie boughs, and left hanging till he peridied. On the north fide of this

fored, near Malwood cadle, dill gi-o'AS the oak on which Tyrrel's arrow glanced when
he {hot William Rufus, which was ordered by Charles II. to be inclofed with pails.

The dory of its putting forth buds on Chrillmas-day, which wither again before night,

may appear idle and fuperftitious to thofe who have not ocular demondration ; the
latter part, Indeed, I will not vouch for, but the former is unqucdionably true, and
I have fecn as extraordinary an effect upon the Gladonbury thorn ; the oak I have not
feen, but I am contented with the evidence of a friend, whofe veracity is in my mind
equal to felf fight. This gentleman was, a few years fmce called upon to determine
a^,wager, that a leaf diould be produced on Chridmas-day, the fize of a filbert j which
he then gathered to the fatisfaftory determination of the bet. The Fored is divided
into nine walks, each of which has a keeper ; and has two rangers or bow-bearers,
and a lord- warden 5 which office, according to Leland, belonged by inheritance to the
«arls of Arundel ; but is at prefent enjoyed by the duke of Glocedor.
We paffed through Lyndhurd, a fmall town of one principal dreet, with a variety of

fummer refidencics around it. The duke of Gloceder has a pleafant feat here; and a

8 little

J
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little beyond the village on the left, we obferved the feat an.J pleafure grounds of the

late fir Philip Jennings, bart.* and now inhabited by his widow. We proceeded through

mod delightful avenues, formed by the umbrageous arms of noble fons of the Foreft.

When we came upon the open plain again, the contraft was moft feverely felt. That
driving wind which had at Lyinington prevented our pafiage to the Ide of Wight, now
met us with all its embattled ho(l upon thefe plains; and it was with the ulmofl: diffi-

culty we could gain ground. The volumes of dull which enveloped us on every fide,

almoft obftrufted our fight, and made us niotionlefs. It was a confolation, however, to

think we had not to contend with a more dangerous element. After thefe fevere ftrug-

gles we were furrouuded with protecling inclofures, which foon led us through the ex-

tenfive parilh of Eling, and round the head of Southampton river. Near Eling is

Poulton's, lately the favourite feat of the right hon. Hans Stanley, from whom it came
to Mi\ Wellbore Ellis, the prefent owner, who married his filler. It formerly belonged

to a branch of the noble family of the Powletts, of this county. After making a conii-

derable elbow amidfl: delightful fcenery, rich with country manfions, &c. we arrive at

this delightful town, the feat of much pleafure, opulence, and commerce. The anti-

quity of Southampton can be no longer queltioned, from the various Roman coins, vef-

tiges of old walls, &c, that have been dug up around it ; but various are the opinions

of the origin of its name. Some deriving it from the Claufentum of Antoninus, or

from the ancient Trifanton ; the former fignifying the Port Entum, and the latter the-

Bay of Anton. We may therefore with greater certainty fubfcribe to Camden, who
refis upon the unqueftionable authority of Doomfday book, where the whole county is

exprefsly called Hantfcyre, or Hantonfc're, from Hanton, or Hampton; a name of pure

Saxon origin. Whatever was its ancient condition, fituation, or bounds, we areaffured

that it fhared in the common miferies of the nation during the Danifli wars, when old

Hanton fell a prey to thofe deftructive tyrants, A. D. 980. And in the time of William

theconqueror, it appears from the expreffion of his own book, "that the king had in that

town only, 80 men or tenants in demefne." Which, about 400 years ago, when king

Edward III. and Philip of Valois, contended for the kingdom of France, was burnt by
the French. Out of the allies whereof there fprang up a more conveniently fituated

town, " that which now remains (as Camden fays) between two rivers f; famous for

the number and neatnefs of its buildings, for the richnefs of inhabitants, and refort of

merchants ; fortified with a double ditch, ftrong walls, with feveral battlements : and

for a better defence to the harbour, there is a ftrong caftle built of fquare flone, upon
ahigh-raifed mount, by Richard II." This is now converted into a pleafure-houfe,

whofe windows and top command mofl delightful views.

Anecdotes of great men and popular flories are handed down from mind to mind, and

even lifped by the mouths of babes, till a confufion of times and places deflroys their

charafteriflic marks, and leaves nothing but an obfcure fenfe. or mere found. That fa-

mous one of Canute, King of England and Denmark, reproving a flattering courtier,

who perfuaded him that all nature would obey his royal will and pleafure, comes under

this defcription, and is no doubt well known to all mankind, as the fineft leflbn to curb

* His paternal ftate was at Duddlefton, in Shropfliire; he took the name of Gierke and died about 3

year fince, and his only fon a few months after him, S. P. upon which the title became extindt.

f Itchin and Tees ; the former, on the eaft fide of the town, rifes from two fma'l lakes near .'\lresford, a

market town filuate in the eall part of the county, and runs through WInchefter ; the latter rifes near Ba-
fingltoke in the north borders of the county and paffes by Overton, famous for trout, through Whitchurch,
and catching another dream from Andover, ruiib through Stockbridge, Rorafey, SiC, and enters the noble

Southampton-water at Redbridge.

tyranny
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tyranny and pride ; from him that fittcth on a throne to him who riileth in a cottage.

But when we 'are told that this is the place, the beach whereon we now walk, that gave

rife to the admirable leflbn and oratory ; its value is doubly enhanced, and we reflect

upon it with the higheft pleafure. " When he came (fays Henry of Huntingdon) to

fliore, he commanded a chair to be fet for him and faid to the flowing tide : " Thou
art under my dominion, and the ground on which I fit is mine, nor did ever any difobey

my commands with impunity, therefore I command thee not to come upon my ground,

nor to wet the cloaths or the feet ot me thy lord and mafter." But the rude waves pre-

fently came up, and wet his royal feet ; upon which he ftept back and faid ;
" Let all

the inhabitants of the world know, that the power of monarchs is a vain and empty

thing, and that no one deferves the name of king, but he whofe will, by an eternal law,

the Heaven, Earth, and Sea obey." Nor would he ever after fufter the crown to be

put on his head, but caufed it to be placed on Chrifl's ftatue at Winchefter. The flrong-

efl: circumfl;antial evidence of this ftory may be gathered from the ancient coins of Ca-

nute, which were afterwards ftamped with a mitre on his head, or fometimes a cap or

triangular covering.

The prefent fl;ate of Southampton is full as flourifliing as in Camden's time, though

not perhaps from the fame refources; its home trade and manufactures are at a low

ebb; but its navigable merchandize is ftill veiy confiderable with Portugal, and the

Ifland of Jerfey, Guernfey, &;c. Its charming and healthful fituation, goodnefs of

buildings, &:c. have of late years, made it the refidence of many genteel and refpectable

families; and though fea-bathing and accommodations for that purpofe are not in fuch

perfection here as in many other places
;

yet the beauty of the furrounding country,

the glorious appearance of the river wafliing its borders and communicating with the

delightful Ifle of Wight, together with numerous other obje6ts of amufement and cu-

riofity, make ample amends for thofe deficiencies, and render it a public place of the

firfl fafliion. High-flreet is remarkably hardfome, and well paved. 1 he gate-way

leading into it, is a fine piece of architefture and in high prefervation : alter a difplay

of genteel accommodations and other buildings, it winds in a pleafing curve, and ter-

minates at the quay. Nor is it inferior to other public places, in aflfembly rooms, plays,

and other modes of diverfion. But to enter into the minutia; of them, or the furround-

ing places of delight, would be foreign to the purpofe of a general tour. In the cata-

logue of religious and charitable foundations, in the five pariihes, into which Southamp-
ton is at pi'efent divided, Holyrood church, as it is moll: attended, is worth mention-

ing, particularly for its monument to the memory of Mifs Stanley, filler to the late Hiuis

Stanley, of Poukon's, finiflied by the famous Rylbvack, and her death thereon recorded

by the poet Thomfon, who alfo celebrates her lofs molt feelingly, in the Summer of his

Seafons. St. IVIichael, All Saints, and the confoHdated livings of St. Lawrence and St.

John, are moftly old and inconfiderable. But St. Mary's having been deflroyed by fire,

is re-built modern, and is in the gift of the bifliopof Wincheftcr, and valued at loool.

per ann. The hofpital of God's houfe is a very ancient eflablifliment, founded by one
Roger Hampton, according to a charter in the IMonafticon of Edward III. but without

date. It confifls at prefent of a warden, four old men, and old women, who are al-

lowed two /hillings a week. We will omit the reft as inconfiderable, to give fome ac-

count of the objefts worth notice in this vicinity.

Nefteleye, Lettelc, Nctley, Edwarfliow, or De loco Sanfti Edwardi, juxa Southamp-
ton, is pleafantly fituatcd, in the parifli of Hound, on the eafl:ern bannks of the South-

ampton river, about two miles below that town. According to Godwin and Leland, it

u'as founded by Pctro dc Rupibus, who died 1 253 : but Dugdale and Tanner attribute

II it
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it to Henry III., " who," fays the latter, " A. D. 1239, founded an abbey for Cifler-

tian monks from Beaulieu, and commended it to St. Mar)' and St. Edward. About
the time of the difl'olution, here was an abbot and twelve monks ; whofe pofleflions

were then valued, according to Dugdale, at lool. 12s. 8d. but according to Speed,

at 1501. 2s. gd. The eftate was granted by Henry VIII., to Sir William Paulet."

About the middle of the 16th century, it was tiie feat of the earl of Hertford : and af-

terwards was fitted up and inhabited by an earl of Huntingdon, who, as tradition fays,

converted part of the chapel into a kitchen and other offices ; ftill referving the eaft

end for facred ufes. In the year 1700 it came into the pofTefTion of fir Berkeley Lucy,

who fold the materials of the chapel to one Taylor, a carpenter, of Southampton, who
took off" the roof, which till that time was entire. It afterwards belonged to Henry

Cliff", efq. who fold it to Mr. Dummer, in whofe family it remains. The view of part

of the chapel, (which was built in the form of a crofs) taken, in 1761, by Mr. Grofc,

to whom I am indebted for this account, annexed to his work, fhews it was an elegant

building, though now greatly defaced. There are likewife (he fays) remains of the re-

fetSlory and kitchen: the whole is io overgrown with ivy, and interfperfed with trees, as

to form a fcene, infpiring the mofl: pleafing melancholy.

Having thus given its hiilory and condition, let me now add that inimitable defcrip-

tion of Mr. Gray, in his letter to Mr. Nichols, (p. 380.)

Southampton, No-o. 18, 1 7 64.
*' The climate is remarkably mild, even in October and November 5 no fnow. has

been feen to lie there for thefe thirty years part, the myrtles grow in the ground againlk

the houfes, and Guernfey lilies bloom in every window: the town clean and well built,

furrounded by its old ftone walls, with their towers and gate- ways, (lands at the point

of a peninfula, and opens full fouth to an arm of the fea, which, having formed two

beantiful bays on each hand of it, ffretches away in diredt view, till it joins the Britifh

channel ; it is (kirted on either fide with gently rifing grounds, cloathed with thick

wood, and direftly crofs its mouth rife the high lands of the Ifle of Wight, at dillance,

but difl.indly feen. In the bofom of the woods (concealed from prophane eyes) lie

hid the ruins of Nettley Abbey ; there may be richer and greater houfes of religion,

but the abbot is content with his fituation. See there, at the top of that hanging mea-

dow, under the ffiadow of thofe old trees, that'bend into an half circle about it, he ii

walking flowly (good man) and bidding his beads for the fouls of his benefa£lors, in-

terred in that venerable pile, that lies beneath him. Beyond it (the meadow Itill de-

fcending) nods a thicket of oaks, that maflc the building, and have excluded a view too

garifli and luxuriant for an holy eye ; only on either hand they leave an opening for the

blue glittering iea. Did you not obferve how as that white fail Ihot by and was lolt, he

turned and croffed himfelf to drive the tempter from him, that had thrown that diftinc^

tion in his way ? I fliould tell you, the ferry man, who rowed me, a lufly young fellow,

told me that he would not for all the world pafs a night at the abbey (there were fuch

things feen in it) though there was a power of money hid there."

What befel the two unfortunate contraftors of the name of Taylor, in plundering

this abbey of its materials, thofe who are fond of dreams, apparitions, and fecond ughts,

will find an extraordinary account of, in Browne Willis's Mitred Abbies*.

As modern objefts of fight, Bellevue and Bevis Mount, fituate clofe adjacent on the

road to Wincheltcr, merit the firff attention ; the former was built by Mr. Nathaniel St.

Andre, now the property of Mr. Chambers, a minor, and inhabited by Admu-al King.

* P. 205 and 6, vol. ii. &c.

VOL. II. R R The
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The latter was the feat and favourite refidence, during the latter part of his life, of the

late general fir John Mordaunt, K. B. fo beloved for his vivacity and hofpitality. I

think I have heard, it had been before the habitation, in his old age, of his uncle, the

famous general, Charles, earl of Peterborough*, the friend of Pope and Swift, with

whofe charadler and whofe letters, in the well-known correfpondence of thofe great

geniuses, we are fo delighted. Upon the death of fir John, it came to his coufin, the

prefent earl of Peterborough, who fold it to Mr. Sotheby. On the right of Itchin is

South Stoneham, the feat of Mr. Hans Sloane, who is next in fucceliron after the pre-

fent poffeffor, to the eflates of Mr. Hans Stanley, of Poultons. About two miles fur-

ther is North Stoneham, the feat of Mr. Fleming, member for Southampton, whofe fa-

mily have poffefledit many years. Near this place is a very curious manufactory of blocks

for puUies, ufed in fliips, &c. Thefe, which before were only made by hand, are here

entirely formed by machinery, in a manner no where elfe known or practifed.

Thus far having noticed the chief beauties round Southampton, let us now pro-

ceed to fcenes fiill more beautiful, if poffible, and as nothing is lovely, nothing engaging,

in the abfence of nature's painting orb, we had no caufe to complain on that account.

The morning was all glorious, and the (teady gale aufpicious, when we took early paf-

fage in one of thofe excellent vehicles, called the mail packet, to the Ifle of Wight.
Thofe who are fond of water excurfions, cannct fail to be greatly pleafed with this, where

the river and the land continually confpire to delight us with a diverfity of profpefts. As
we failed along, the water was, in fome places, almoft covered with wild fowl, in others

flrewed with the bufy groups of fifhing boats. About eight miles down we were pleafed

•with the vievif of Cadlands, the elegant feat of Mr. Drummond, charmingly peeping,

from amid ft the graceful foliage of the New-forefl.

A little lower, on the oppofite fhore, on our left, (lands Hook, the large but fingu-

larly built houfc of governor Hornfby; after having been twice burnt, it was finilhed

about three years fince, according to the fame plan as the Governor's at Madras. The
noble yatch belonging to this gentleman we alfo faw, which is efteemed the finefl on the

feas ; but he had the misfortune to have all its men preffed in the laft war. Below this

to the right, on a narrow neck of land, which ftretches out coafiderably into the river,

Hands a pretty firong fort, called Cahliot Caftle ; this was built by Henry VIII. to fe-

cure the entrance of the river. Great additions have been fince made, and a garrifon

is conflantly kept, under the command of a governor, who has in k fome excellent

apartments, and from the privileges in the New-forefl, enjoys a very liberal income.

Adjacent to this the honourable i emple Luttrel has erefted a lofty tower, which is

called his folly ; but notwithftanding its fantallical fliape, I am told the infide is admir-

able, and the outfide is furrounded with Turkifli tents very curious, into which you
enter by fubterraneous paflages ; the expence of this fmgular place was very great.

We now rulhed forward into that pleafant circular ocean which furrounds the ifland.

The gale was brifk, and the waves, to the ideas of landfmen, appeared rolling high ;

but diverted of fear no motion is more delightful. After an agreeable fail of about 16

miles, in about two hours, and at the fmall expence of fixpence, we arrived at Well
Cowes, a confiderable harbour and a place of trade ; fituate at the mouth ot Newport
river, to guard which is another caftle and garrifon, built by Henry VIII. and oppofite

to this was another at Eaft Cowes, but now demoliflied. A tranllation from Leland,

fpeaks ofthem thus

:

" The two huge Cowes that bellow on the fliore.

Shake ealt and weft, with their tremendous roar,

• He died at Liibon Oftober 25, 1735, ^S^^ 77» ^"'^ ^'^^ great-grandfather of the prefent Earl.

They
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They fTiiard fair Newport, and the lofty I'flf,

From fierce invaders, and their cruel fpoil."

After breakfaft we proceeded to Newport, which (lands almoft in the centre of the

jfland : the road is a gradual afcent ; the river winding near it to the left, affords a

pleafmg view, and the country, moftly arable, looks fertile. About a mile from New-
port we pafs a large houfc of induftry, erefted for the maintenance and employment
of the poor in general, which is capable of containing 700 perfons. The garden that

furrounds it, is divided into numei'ous little allotments, which befpeak comfort to thofe

induftrious owners, who by their little manufaftures there eftabliflied, cafe the commu-
nity of a confiderable burden.

Before we proceed, let us add feme general remarks of this ifland, and a fliort fketch

of its hiilory. By the Romans it was called Vetta, by the Britons Guith, and the

Saxons Wite, from whence we derive its prefent name. Vefpafian fubjected this ifle to

the Roman empire in the reign of Claudius. Cerdicus, the founder of the Weft Sax-

ons, was alfo the firft that brought it under fubjection to that nation. With them it con-

tinued till about 650, when it underwent feveral other changes. About the year 1070,
William Fitz-Ofborne, then marfhal of England and earl of Hereford, conquered this

ifland, and became firft lord of it. It was foon after his death feized into the king's

hands, but it continued not long in the crown, for King Henry I. gave it to Richard de

Rivers, Earl of Devon, who was fucceededby his fon Baldwin, and here it continued

through feveral generations, till Baldwin 5th, dying without ilfue, his fifter Ifabel be-

came his heir, who being married to William de Fortibus, earl of Albemarle, was

lady of this ifland. Her three fons dying in her life-time, flie was prevailed upon (or as

Ml-. Camden fays, conftrained by much difficulty) to fell this manor and that of Chrift

Church, to King Edward I. for 6000 marks, paid by the king's receivers, 1261 ; after

this ifland had been in the family of Rivers J 70 years. This ifland has feveral times

fuffered by the invafions of the French, particularly in the iftof Richard II. when they

landed Auguft 2r, burnt feveral towns, and laid fiege to Carelbrook caftle, but the

defence of fir Hugh Tyrell, then governor, made them contented to return with a

compromife from the iflanders of 1000 marks. Again, in the years 1403, 1545, &c.

they made other bold attempts to conquer this ifland, but without fuccefs. Thus
having continued near 200 years in the crown, it was at length advanced to the title of

a kingdom, about 1445, by Henry VI. who having created Henry Beauchamp, firft

premier earl of England, then duke of Warwick, laftly crowned him King of this

ifland with his own hands. But this did not long continue, for he dying without male

iflue, it again returned to the crown, in which it refted 44 years, till Edward IV. who
fucceeded Henry, made his father-in-law, Richard Woodviile, lord of Wight. After

this, hiftory is almoft filent till king Charles I. informed of the cruel defigns of the

parliament army, made his efcape from Hampton-court, and retired to the Ifle of

Wight under the care of Colonel Hammond, then governor of Carefbrook Caftle, who
conduced his majefty to that place, November 14, 1647, to remain there till further

orders. The fequel of his unhappy fate is too black and too well known to need any

further defcription.

Having thus far given its hiftory, let us now fpeak more minutely of its nature.

Its form is almoft oval ; meafuring from eaft to weft 23 miles, and from north to fouth

13 ; it contains about j 00,000 acres of very fertile arable land, and much pafture for

fhecp; and its inhabitants are computed to be about 2c,ooo. The air is efteemed

very falubrious, and on the fouth fide particularly foft and agreeable. The river

J\Iede, running from north to fouth, divides it into two hundreds, called Eaft and Weft-

R R 2 Mcdine,
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Medine, which contains 30 parlfhes or upwards. The pnncipal of thefe is Newport,

which we now vifited ; its flreets are fquare, neatly paved, and houfes well built ; it

js governed by a mayor, aldermen, &c. and fends members to parliament. From
hence we walked to iufpefl: the noble ruins of Careibrook caftle ; the fun fhone delight-

fullv, and the climate was fenfibly different from that we had felt in the morning ; the

fceuery around was very agreeable ; but in this part there is a want of wood ; the foil

abounds with chalk. We infpected the caftle, and were much gratified. This * caftle

is fituated on an eminence about a mile fouth of the town of Newport, and overlooks

the village of Careibrook. Here was, it is faid, a caftle or fort, built by the Britons,

and repaired by the Romans, when this ifland was fubdued by Vefpafian, A. D. 45,
in the reign of the emperor Claudius. This was afterwards rebuilt by Wightgar, the

Saxon, who, according to Stowe, was king of the ifland about 519: he called it Wight
Garifbourg ; of which Careftjrook is fuppofed to be a corrupted contraftion. This

building again falling to decay, either through length of time, or fome other means,

was a fecond time re-edified in the reign of Henry I. by Richard de Rivers, earl of
Devon ; and Camden fays it was once more magnificently re-built by the Governor of
the ifland. Some great repairs were done here by Queen Elizabeth. In a fhield over

the outer gate, there is the date 159-, (the remaining figure is fo overgrown with ivy,

as to be rendered illegible) beneath this are the initials E. R. and under them the figures

40. Perhaps flie built this gate, as the outer-works have a more modern appearance

than the other parts of this edifice. The walls of the ancient part of the caftle enclofe

a fpace whofe area is about an acre and half; its fliape that of a right-angled parallelo-

gram, with the angles rounded off; the greateft length is from eaft to weft. The en-

trance is on the weft fide over a bridge, on a curtain, between two baftions ; then,

through a fmall gate, over which is the infcription before cited ; from this, by a paflage,

having on each fide an embattled wall, and under a very handfome machicolated gate

flanked with two round towers. The old door is ftill remaining ; it is formed of ftrong

latticework, having at each crofling, a piece of iron kept down by a large nail. On the

right is a fmall chapel with a burial ground, walled in ; over the door is carved G. II.

1738; and on the eaft end is a ftone tablet, fliewing that it was repaired during the

government of lord Lymington : at prefent there is no fervice in it. It is faid that there

is a farm in the ifland, the tythes of which, amounting to 12I. per annu?n, belong to

this chapel ; the caftle itfelfconftituting the pariftiof St. Nicholas. Further on, on the

north fide, are feveral ruins of low buildings, faid to be thofe where Charles I. was con-

fined : and in one of them is fliewn the window through which he attempted his efcape.

Beyond thefe are the barracks and governor's houfe, called the Keep-houfe ; in which
are many handfome rooms. On the north-eaft angle, on a mount raifed confiderably

above the other buildings, ftands the Keep : it is an irregular polygon ; the way to it

is by an afcent of 72 fteps, and in it are three more. From this place there is a moft
extenfiveprofpeft ; the fea being vifible to the north, eaft, and fouth, but hid on the

weft by a hill. Here was formerly a well, faid to be 300 feet deep ; but it is now
filled up with rubbifti. In the fouth-eaft angle ftand the remains of another tower,

called Mountjoy's tower; its walls are, in fome places, 18 feet thick. Thefe towers

have the appearance of much greater antiquity, than the other buildings of the cafte.

The old caftle is included within a more modern fortification
;
probably built by Queen

Elizabeth ; it is an irregular pentagon, faced with ftone, and defended by five baftions,

en the oufide of which runs a deep ditch : the north curtain, perhaps on account of its

X This account is from Grofe.

length
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length, has a break in the middle, to make a flank. Several guns are mounted on this

work, near a mile and hsrtf in circumference.

We now retiH-ned to Newport, and from thence proceeded towards the caflern fide

of the ifland. The roads, conlidering there are no turnpikes, are nioflly good, being

formed at the expenfe of every houfeholder paying two fliillings annually, or finding two
days labour; and all people of property in proportion. Afcending gradually about

two miles from Newport, we had a charming view down the mcandring river ; the

face of the country began to wear a more rich afpeft, as we were furrounded with fine

woods. On our nght we leave Afh Down, on the highefl part of which is a pyramid

of ftone, twenty feet high, erecled by the crown, as a mark for ihips coming into St.

Helen's or Spithead. We now pafied through a beautiful bower of oaks and trees of

various forts, called Fireftone coppice, which abound with all kinds of game, befides

being of high ornament to this fituation. After this we arrived at Ride Qu^kv, without

much further observation, having only in this excurfion taken a tranfient glance, rather

than a furvev of this fweet ifland : but fufficient however to convince us both of its

natural and improved excellence- The wind was rather too oppofite to permit our

paflage directly to Portfmouth, which was the next objefl: of our purfuit, fo we landed,

after a rough fail, at Stoke Bay, walking from thence to Gofport, much anmfed with

the vaft buildings on our right, lor the charitable fupport and accommodation of fick

or wounded feamen and marines belonging to the royal navy. This noble royal hof-

pital is fituated at the weft entrance into the harbour, on a dry gravelly foil, within 400
yards of the water, and furrounded with an airing ground near a mile in circumference,

inclofed with a wall 1 2 feet high. On a pediment in the front are various ornament
fculptured in Portland ftone ; the moft applicable and worth mentioning, is Navigation

leading one hand on a fhip's rudder, and pouring bahn with the other, from a viol, on a

wounded feilor. Over the centre is a large hall, 100 feet long, and 50 broad, where

the recovering patients dine. The wards are all uniform, 60 feet long, and 20 broad,

and each have apartments adjoining for nurles, with every convenience of water, &c.

that conduces to cleanlinefs and health. This elegant building was begun in 1746, at

the earneft recommendation of Lord Sandwich, and finifned in 1762. As we enter

Gofports which is a bufy and confiderable place, the fortifications and king's brewery

are objefts moft ftriking. At the end ofthefe ftreets, we crofs the paflage in a wherry,

to another handfome ilreet called the" Point, which leads to a draw-bridge and gate

into Portfmouth town ; where we now retired to an excellent inn, the George, and re-

mained there during thefe inquiries.

Portfmouth is fituated in the Ifland of Portfea, eaft of that noble harbour, which

at high water ipreads the redundancy of the fea feveral miles to Porchefter, for-

merly Port Peris, where tradition fays, Vefpafian, firft arrived : here forming feveral

little ifles. Pewit, Horfey, &:c. it encompafleth about 24 miles of this flat country,

named the Ifland of Portfea, by a narrow creek at the northern extremity uniting

with a large expanfe, again called Langfton haven. The ancient callle of Portchefter

is ftill remaining at the head of the harbour ; from whence, as the fea retiring from

this fhore, made it lefs commodious, our anceltors removed to the entrance or mouth
of the harbour ; from whence called Portfmouth. Though Camden fpeaks in the

higheft terms of this place, (particularly of the walls, forts, &c. made by King Edward
IV. and Henry VII.) which (he fays) " within our memory. Queen Elizabeth, at a

great expence has fo fecured by new works, that nothing feems now wanting to make
it a moft complete fortification." Yet what a wonderful change is here wrought fmce

his time, both as to the extent, ftrength, and magnificence of the land fortifications, as

well
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well as tliofe nobler bulwarks, the royal navy, and other requifites, and ornaments be-

longing to marine affairs. The genius of England was too unbounded ever to reft below

the highefl: attainment of human perfedion ; ever foaring above the reft of the world in

the bufinefs of commerce, or the arts of war : and through the vaft growth of naval

adion, this is become the principal chamber for thefe royal ftores in this our fuperior

kingdom. And though every port has had its proportionable encreafe, yet what a dif-

parity may we obferve in comparing the different ftates of the royal navy, in Camden's

time ; that of his learned editor ; and at this day. Nor is the difparity of thefe circum-

stances more ftriking, than in the appearance of the townitfelf, which, from the fmiple

account of our fine old author, who fays, "It has a church of good ancient work, and

an hofpital (which they call God's houie) founded by Peter de Rupibus, bifhop of Win-
chefier," is now, from the great increafe of bufinefs and confluence of people, fwelled

into the fize and magnificence of a modern city ; fo that the walls, not able to contain

a further enlargement, have difcharged the great furplus into two noble fuburbs to the

weft and north, named the Point, and the Common, fo called from its healthy fituation
;

both of which are large, populous, and handfome ; but the latter, from its immoderate

jncreafe, foon promifcs to out-do both in fize and beauty the great town itfelf ; this too

on reafonable grounds, being free from the laws of garrifon, town and corporation

duties, &:c. So that the idea of Camden is now totally fubverted, or ecHpfed, \^ here he

fays, " Portfmouthis populous in time of war, but not fo in time of peace ; and feems

more inclined to the arts of Mars and Neptune, than of Mercury." Surely it may now
be faid, that the common bufinefs of this place creates more life and action, under the

foft olive branch of peace, than was then feen beneath the boiltrous banner, and the

roufing clarion of war.

Having thus farpremifed in a general account, we will now proceed to defcrlbe par-

ticulars, in the order v^hich we law them. Odober 1 1, f;iir and pleafant, we walked

to the Common, where we firft infpecfted the gun-yard, a place of great curiofity and
entertainment. The different fizedguns, fliot, and other implements of war, are herepiled

up in the moll neat and exacl: order imaginable. We faw likewife nine of the guns that

were recovered from the Royal George. From hence we continued along this new
part of the town, which foon led us to the Dock-yard, where, by fending a proper re-

queft to the Commilhoners, and inferting our names and places of abode, &c. in a book,

according to the ufual and neceffary form, we were civilly attended round this immenfe
and important place, which is hke another town within its walls, confifting of innumer-

able ftorc-houfes ; large rows of handfome dwellings for the principal officers
;

particu-

larly a fpacious and elegant one for the Commiffioner ; a noble academy for the inftruc-

lion of youth, intended for ihe navy, and a neat modern chapel, in which is hung the

bell that belonged to the Royal George. But the principal objefts worth the notice

of a traveller are the rope-houie and the anchor-forge. The former confifts of three

rooms, one over the other, "70 feet long. In the upper ones they were with great quick-

nefs and ingenuitv fpinning the hemp and preparing the threads ; while below they

were uniting the different parts into one immenfe whole, called a cable, which procefs is

fo very difhcult and laborious as to require th^ efforts of near 100 men to complete it.

The perfpettive feen from one end of this room, while they are working at the other, is

very llriking and curious. While we were thus filled with admiration and aftonifliment

at this immenfe pile and its operations, we wei'e equally furprifed to refleft on the vil-

lainy of Jack the Painter, wlio now hangs in chains on the Gofport fideot the harbour,

for having in 1777, moll daringly fet iire to it; but providentially his deep laid fcheme

was In a great meafure fruftratcJ, by its breaking out prematurely in the day inftead of

the
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the night, and the wind driving towards the water, which prevented a fiinilar havock to

what this yard fufFered, July 3, 1760; when, as it was believed by lightening, which
was that day terrible, many warehoufes were confiiined, with the lofs of 1050 tons of

hemp, 500 of cordage, and 700 fails, befides many hundred barrels of tar, oil, &:c. We
next obferved the feveral large fliips under repair in the docks, and the numbers that

now lay in the harbour, which from hence was a glorious fight. Our guide particularly

pointed out to us the Royal William, as being the oldefl now in the navy, and of molt

excellent conllrudion, ftrong enough at prefent for any common fervice; which vali-

dity muft be owing to the method then in ufe of fcafoniiig their planks by fire, a praftice

in thefe days elleemed too wafleful for the fcarcity of timber, and inftead of which the

art of boiling, not half fo durable, is fubflituted.

Having fo far fatisfied our curiofity, and feen the fuperior excellence of this place

over Plymouth, except in wet and dry docks, which, the different nature of theltratum

in which they are formed, will not allow; we now proceeded to walk round the for-

tifications, garrifons, &c. that fo wonderfully adorn and ftrengthen this town. The vafl

additions within thefe few years under the diredion of the duke of Richmond, are very
ftrong and beautiful ; but whether or not they are likely to anfwer the enormous ex-

pence of Government, is not our bufinefs to determine ; nor do I wifh ever to fee them
greatly put to the trial. Various are the opinions and conjeftures on this fubjeft ; but

the ftrongeft objeftion feems to be that, of having placed thofe on the north fide too

near the town, fo that the enerny, if landed, might approach near enough to throw
their deftruttive fliells, &c. over, on the town and docks.

After dinner we went aboard the Barfleur lying in the harbour, which afforded us

much amufement and inflrudion, befides the pleafure of calling to mind that glorious

aftion on the 12th of April, when amongfl the reft of our captures from the French,

fhe received the vanquifhed colours of the Ville-de-Paris, under the command of lord

Rodney, and her immediate excellent admiral fir Samuel Hood. She is an excellent

fhip of go guns, and three decks, the handfomeft and moft complete man of war here

in coramiihon. l"he fight was truly novel and plcafing, particularly in the lower deck,

amidft a crowd of 3 or 400 men, women, and children enlivening the fcene with their

various culinary, and other occupations, and amufements. The cleaning out the large

foup coppers was very entertaining; for this purpofe two men were naked in the infide,

fcrubbing away with greaflabor, in a fituation necefTarily very hot from the clofe ad-

jacent fire. The cock-pit underneath this belongs to the midfhipmen, and a moft terri-

ble birth it is, entirely below the furface of the water, and fecluded from every ray of

light, or breath of air, fave what the faint candles and fmall orifice of a low door will

admit. This furely in hot climates muft be intolerable, and one would wonder how
even fecond nature can reconcile it. Well may thefe inferior ofHcers be fighing and
hoping for an aftive war, that may either provide them with a glorious death, or reward
th-eir courage and endeavours with a fuperior ftation. The admiral's cabin is in the mid-

dle deck, made in every refpe6t handfome and agreeable ; befides the comfort of being

lefs liable to noife and motion than above or below. In the upper deck are the mefs-

room and births for the lieutenants, &c. and a fhew-room, in which is difplayed a neat

armory, in miniature ; this is under the care and management of the firft lieutenant,

vjho has his birth here. The guns which ftand in the port holes of each deck have

been lately improved with fir Charles Douglas's invention of a lock to fire them with,

inftead of the old method of a match : by which means the man who performs this

part in an adion is lefs liable to the danger of the gua's recoiling, or the ball of an enemy
2 through
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through the port-hole ; as the fuivel ufed to the trigger admits his {landing on one fide

to draw it. The view from the quarter deck was enchanting ; furrounded with innu-

merable objects of a fimilar kind
; 50 fail of the line from 74 guns to 100, befides

every poflible variety of inferior fizes; fuch a coUcftion as no one part- of the whole

vorld can fiiew befides. While to the fouth, half way acrofs to the Ifle of Wight,

Spithead difplayed other vaft fhips nobly to our delighted eye, near which we could

plainly diflinguifli the three marts of the unfortunate Royal George riling feveral feet

above the water, the body being buried below.

In our return to fliore we rowed down the harbour to infpeft a new vefl*.'!, called the

Owres Light-hoiife, jull arrived from London. This is upon a new conftruftion, a

floating light;, a floop to carry 20 men ; from the centre riles a Itrong mail: with an

immenfe globular frame of glafs on the top, which contains many lamps fimilar to the

light-houfe on Eddyftone rock, and thofe on the weft end of Portland liland. This cu-

rious vehicle is going immediately to be Rationed at the Owres, a dangerous heap of

rocks a few leagues north eaft of Portimouth, the terror of mariners, and which our

boatman complained " had made his heart ach many a time."

The evening was calm and clear, and Cynthia's filver lamp hung fplendid in the

llvy. We ftroUed upon the beach, and while the thoufand pennants hung glimmering

in the air, the martial mufic from the fhips fwelled on our enraptured ear, till the hour

of eight was fignalized by the great gun of Edgar, then in command ; which was

echoed by lefler firings far and near. The effect was to us quite new and delightful,

and is regularly praflifed fix months in the year prccifely at this hour, and the other fix

at nine o'clock ; alfo at fun-rife each morning.

We left Portfmouth early the next morning, and found great comforts in a poft

chaife, it being intcnfely cold. We proceeded at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour,

and paffcd by the barracks, and over Port bridge, having Portchefier caftle on our left.

Here we quitted this tide-girt ifland, and afcending Portfdown.hill, had a glorious re-

trofpe£t of Portfmouth, theWell-ftored harbour, Gofport, and the Ifle of Wight, rifing

very diflinftly acrofs the fea. As we defcended from this fummit, the change of coun-

try was very ilriking ; from open hills of chalk, to thick inclofures of woods and paf-

turcs. Leave on our left Southwick, famous for the marriage of King Henry VI., with

Margaret of Anjou. It was from the reign of Elizabeth the feat of the Norton's, the

lail of whom dying in 1732, left by an extraordinary will, his real eftate of 6000I. a

year, and a perlonal one computed at 60,cool, to the poor, hungry, thirfty, naked,

and ftrangers, fick and wounded, and prifoncr,-;, to the end of the world, appointing

parliament his executors, and in cafe of their refufal the bifliops ; leaving all his pictures

and other moveables to the king. This will carried with it fuch evident marks of infa-

nity, that it was foon after fet afide. Upon this act it came to the Whiteheads of Nor-
man court in this county, and from them to the ThiillethwaiteSj and is now poflxlled by
adefcendant, the prcfcnt member for the county.

We now pafll'd the village of Purbeck, and law on our right Purbcck houfe belong-

ing to a Mr. Taylor, a minor. From hence we approach the forefi: of Bear, a large

traft of woodland. Pafs through the village of Hamden, beyond which the country

country changes to extenfive downs, the road winding through a deep vale, furrounded
with noble hills ol verdure, heaped in various forms; while the fleecy flocks, that fl;rayed

along their fides, with each a ftiepherd, with his crook and dog, made the fcene truly

Arcadian. Tlie next fummit opens a rich vale of inclofures, arable and pad u re, very
Jljmilar to the Clii-ltcrfi country iu Bucks. Defccuding now towards Petersfield we pafs

8
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on our left Mapledurham, air ancient houfe and manor, belonging to Mr. Gibbon the
hiftorian, (whofe father was M. P. for Petersfield) now let for the purpofe of a board-
ing fchool.

Petersfield is a borough and market town, remarkable for nothing but its genial fitua-

tion, in a rich amphitheatre, furrounded by bold waving hills. Here we left the great
London road, and turning to the left towards Alton, afcended an immenfe hill, called

Stoner, cloathed with much wood and full of chalk, very little inferior in length and
fleepnefs to the famous chalk hill in Bedfordlhire. The fummit affords a profpedt of
the fcene below, and all the fine fwells to the fouth and weft, and an extenfive view into

Suflex. This part of the county is very fuperior to the reft, and fcarcely inferior to the
beauties of Devonfliire and Dorfetfhire. Palling from hence over a large open trad, we
leave the village of Selborn on our right, where refides the Rev. Gilbert White, who
has lately publiflied a very delightful Natural Hiftory and Antiquities of that place. We
now came into the Gofport road, amidft inclofures of arable and pafture, and paffing

by Chawton, the feat of Mr. Knight, foon arrive at Alton.

Alton is a fmall market town, fituate on the rivulet Wey, in its courfe to Farnham,
Guilford, and other parts of Surrey, where accumulating into a confiderable river it dif-

charges itfelf into the Thames at Weybridge. Here is a manufafture of corded ftuffs,

ferge de nims, &c. and around the town ai'e excellent hop grounds, whofe crops were
now juft gathered in. In the evening which was charming we proceeded on the Farn-
ham road, through the village of Bentley, amidft a profufion of cultivation inclofed with
the fineft quick-hedges I ever faw, fome near twelve feet high and beautifully formed.
On the left is Froyle place the feat of fir Thomas Miller, bart. an ancient-looking houfe
newly repaired and the grounds much improved. On the right, amidft an abundance
of foliage, called Holt Foreft, is Holt Lodge, the feat of lord Staweh. The houfe is

very moderate, and only a leafe-hold under the Crown.
In this county we continued fome weeks, amongft friends, whofe focial fympathy and

liberal accommodations, enlivened the fcenes we vifited, and otherwife forwarded our
purfuits. I ftiall therefore proceed to defcribe this part of the country in the moft con-
venient order, without regard to dates or feafons.

We firft vifited Ewftiot, the feat of Henry Maxwell, efq. which is the manor houfe
of a confiderable hamlet, of the very large parifh of Crundal. Here has been very an-

ciently a feat, which is iuppofed to have been from early times the refidence of the Gif-

fords, one of whom was fheriff of this county, 1 1 Hen, VI. and another 20 Elizabeth.

By fome notices in the parifti regifter, it appears that there was a park belonging to it

in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the boundaries of which are now to be traced, or
remembered by fome of the old inhabitants of the parifti. Its domains, and the diftant

fcenery furrounding it, are peculiarly adapted to the recreations of retirement. The
foft gradations of variegated wood in the front view, with the Gothic arch in Dogmers-
field park, " bofomed high in tufted trees," are very beautiful. The eft'etl of autumn
on this fcene during a feafon of the lovelieft fun-fliine imaginable, often reminded mc
of the following exquifite lines by Thomfon

;

" Thofe virgin leaves, of pureft vivid green,

Which >charm'd ere yet they trembled on the trees.

Now cheer the fober landfcape in decay :

The lime firll fading ; and the golden birch.

With bark ef filver hue ; the mofs grown oak,
Tenacious of its leaves of ruflet brown ;

Th' enfanguin'd dogwood j and a thoufand lints

TOL. II. s s «« Which
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Which Flora, dreffed in all her pride of bloom.

Could fcarely equal, decorate the groves."

Our next excurfion was to Furnham, a neat market town, on the edge of Surrey

;

it confifts of one broad ftreet, famous once for a large corn-market, but now for the

vafl produce of the fineft hops in England, whofe quality is greatly heightened by the

care and art ufed in drying and bagging. In this place it was, that about the year

893, King Alfred defeated the Danes j and afterwards, when King Stephen had

granted leave to build caflles, Henry of Blois, his brother, bifhop of Winchefter,

erefted a ftrong caflle upon the fide of the hill near the town, which Henry III. de-

molifhed ; afterwards it was rebuilt by the bifhop of the diocefe, and is now enjoyed

by the hon. Brownlow North, whofe great improvements fince his promotion to this

fee, we had now the opportunity of infpeding. The entrance is very magnificent,

and the tower lofty and perfedt. In' the infide is a difplay of feveral excellent rooms
;

the hall is fpacious and handfome, and furrounded with large galleries ; it has been

newly ornamented, and only wants now a marble floor to make it quite noble. The
dining room is nothing remarkable, but the drawing room is admirable ; about 48

by 30, and jufh finiflied in the mofl; elegant flyle. The chapel is very neat and fuit-

able. From the library the profped: over the town, the furrounding hop-grounds,

and the two large hills called Crookfbury and Hinde-head, is very pleafing. Hinde-

head is fituate on the borders of Suffex, and commands a view of nine counties. We
now afcended the moft ancient part of this building called Jay's tower ; on the top of

which is a complete garden, rich in itfelf and in the view it commands, particularly

ten acres of pleafure ground and park, in which is a moft noble avenue of elms, and
on the left a fuperb green-houfe, full of very rare and coftly plants, all lately inclofed

with foreft trees, &c. As botany is the principal delight of the family, we were

amufed with feveral very curious nurferies of the choiceft collection ; and the neat

Httle flower garden of Mrs. North exceeds every thing of the kind I have ever feen.

Farnhara being the refidence of an excellent painter, Mr. Elmer, whofe pencil for

many years has adorned the Royal Exhibition with birds and game, we had the plea-

fure to infpefi; his rooms, which are replete, not only with capital performances of his

own, but alfo feveral admirable piflures of the beft mafters. Without any opportuni-

ty of artfully awakening his natural genius, this painter has arrived at the fummit of

his line; and I think his fifli are inimitable.

From hence wevifited More-Park, formerly the feat of 'fir William Temple, and the

place of entertainment to the famous Dean Swift, whence he fo often dedicates his

lays to Stella. It is fituated in a pleafant valley, about two miles fouth-eaft of Farn-

ham, and was efteemed once beautiful ; a few years fince it was refitted and adorned

for the refidence of the duchefs of Athol, but fhe not admiring it long, the premifes,

now the property of Mr. Bacon, are fuffered to fall to ruin. In the corner of the old

park, under a cliflf by the river fide, is a curious natural grotto, called Mother Lu-
doe's Hole. The entrance of this cavern is fpacious and lofty, and gradually decreafes

to a narrow paflage, terminating with a fource of a clear rill, which iifues forth through

a decayed pavement, and falls into the oppofite ftream. The cold collations and par-

ties of pleafure which formerly vifited this place in the fummer fcafon, are now no more,
and the whole looks melancholy and dcfcrtcd.

I'a/Tmg from hence by a mill, and under a grove of firs, we approach the fmall ruins

of Wavtrly abbey, built by AVilliaui Giflbrd, bifliop of Winchefter, for Ciftercian

monks, commonly called White monks j which abbey being a grandchild (as they

termed
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termed it) from Ciderce in Burgundy, was fo fruitful here in England, that it was
mother of Gerondon, Ford, Tame, &c. and grandmother to Bordcfley, Biddlefdon,
Bruer, Bindon, and Dunkefwell; for fo religious orders ufcd to have their pcdi"rees
as a deduftion of colonies out of them. The Ciftercians were lilcewife produced from
the Benedidlines ; they were fo called from Ciftertimn, or Cifteaux, in the bilhopric
of Chalons in Burgundy, where they had their beginning 1098 ; being inftituted by
one Robert, who had been an abbot of Molefme, in that province ; from which he
with twenty of his religious, had withdrawn, on account of the wicked lives of his

monks. But they were brought into repute by Stephen Harding, an Englidiman,
their third abbot, who gave them fome additional rules to thofe of St. Bencdid : thefe
were called Charitatis Chartas, and confirmed 11 07, by pope Urban II. Stephen is

therefore by fome reckoned their principal founder. They were alfo called Bernar-
dines, from St. Bernard, abbot of Clerival, or Clarivaux, in the diocefe of Lano-ros
about II 16, and who himfelf founded 160 monafteries of this order. Sometimes
they were ftyled White monks, from the colour of their habit ; which w as a white
caflbck, with a narrow fcapulary, and over that a black gown when they went abroad •

but a white one when they went to church
;

(they pretending that the Virgin Mary
appeared to St. Bernard, and commanded him to wear, for her own fake, fuch white
cloaths.) Their monalleries were very numerous, generally built in folitary unculti-

vated places, and all dedicated to the holy Virgin. This order came over 11 28,
and had their firft houfe at Waverly, in Surrey, and before the diifolution had 85 houies
here*

.

On the fcite of this ftands a large modern manfion, confiding of a body orna-
mented with a double flight of Heps and pilafters. The wings appear double, and
are extended fome diflance from the houfe. It was built by the late fir Robert
Rich, and now inhabited by Dr. Bollock, a fortunate divine, who married his only
daughter.

Another charming day we left Farnham on our right to infpefl: the large remains
of an encampment, fituate on the north fide of Law-day hill, fo called from a houfe
of that name, where a court is held for the bifliop's manor. The form of it is circu-

lar, and therefore I imagine Saxon, though tradition fays Julius Ccefar had a ftation

here. It is furrounded by a double fofs towards the fouth, and flrongly fortified by
an abrupt precipice towards the north. The view from hence being very extenlive,

was proper to command the motions of an enemy. This heath, foon uniting with
Bagfhot, they extend together near 30 miles.

Our next excurfion was in a contrary direftion towards the fmall town of Odiam.
On our way we palfed through Dogmer's-field-park, the feat of fir Henry St. John,
bart. The houfe is by no means a pleafing objeft, a flat mafs of heavy building, not
very modern, nor of fufficient antiquity to be curious. The park, however, has many
beauties ; is well flocked with deer, and affords excellent fhady rides. To the north,

where feems a great want of wood, flands a large Gothic arch of ci'rious workmanfliip
;

which is a much finer object from the windows at Eufliot, above defcribed, than to its

own manfion. There are feveral fimilar objeds about the wefl; end of the park, and
a noble fheet of water : but the mod delightful of all, are the groups of oaks, haw-
thorns, and other fuitable plantations, which interfeft this part of the park in various

unformal avenues, &c. Without thefe walls a fimilar fcene continues along Rye
common to Eufhot, where we had the fatisfadion to obferve an excellent new road,

• Grofe's Antiquities, preface, p. 40.

s s 2 intended
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intended I believe for a turnpike, in great forwardnefs. Odiam, though now a poor

looking place, was formerly a free borough of the biftiop of Winchefter's, and noted

for its royal palace ; the traces of thefe walls are ftill vifible. About a mile to the

northwardof the town, and near the river are fituated the ruins of the old caflle. When,
or by whom it was built, does not appear. In the reign of King John, it belonged,

with the town, to the bilhop of Winchefler ; but was afterwards, as appears by ama-
nufcript catalogue of the records in the tower made by Vincent the herald, now in the

library of the College of Arms, granted by Henry IV., together with the manor and

liberty, to the lord Beaumont for his life ; and in the reign of i^dward III. leafed to

fir B. Brocas, for 5I. per annum. Matthew Paris mentions a gallant defence made

here 1216, by only three officers and ten foldiers, againft a French army, furnilhed

with the warlike machines of thofe times neceffary for fieges, and commanded by

Lewis, the Dauphin of France. " Such was the bravery of this little garrifon, that, on

the third day, when the French began to batter it furioufly, the three officers, and

as many private men, fallied out, and feizing the like number of officers and men be-

lon"-ino- to the enemy, returned fafe into the caftle. After a fiege of 15 days, they

furrrendered it to the Dauphin, on condition of retaining their freedom, with their

horfes and arms, and marched out without having loll a man, to the great admiration

of the French. This caflle is likewife memorable for being the place of confinement

of David Bruce, King of Scotland, who was taken prifoner by John Copeland, go-

vernor of Roxborough caflle, in a battle fought at Nevil's crofs, near Durham, Oft.

17, 1346, where the Englifh army was commanded by Philippa, Queen of Edward

the Hid. After remaining here 1 1 years, he was releafed, on giving hoflages for the

payment of a ranfom of 100,000 marks*." In 1761, when Mr. Grofe made the

drawing, nothing remained but the keep, which is an octagonal building, the north-

well fide nearly demolilhed. " There are the traces of feme ditches, but no walls, or

other ruins, fufficient to point out its ancient fhape or extent, when entire." It is

ftill much the fame as this defcription, and the print, fhew it to have been then, ex-

cept being fadly difguifed by an inclofure of firs. About five or fix years ago, in

Jigging, they found the remains of the draw-bridge and much lead. It now belongs

to fir Henry St. John, who probably will explore more into the furrounding fofs, as

no doubt many valuable relicks might be found. The fituation is very uncaflle-like
;

the only motive for this choice mufl have been the furrounding flream, which enabled

them to lay the whole flat under water.

Let it be remembered too, that Odiam was the birth-place of that famous grammarian,

Mr. "William Lilly, mafler of St. Paul's fchool.

It may not be improper here to introduce fome account of what promlfes to be of

the greatefl utility to this county, viz. a navigable canal from the town of Bafing-

ftoke to the river Wey in Surrey, and thence to communicate with London by the

Thames. The general utility of all inland navigations, the profperity of argriculture,

trade, and manufaftures arifing from them, are too well known to admit of any

further doubt. The value of land mud proportionably increafe upon every im-

provement of conveyances ; and provifions and commodities become more plentiful

and reafonable.

What have at different periods fallen under my own obfervation, are fufficient proofs

in favour of thefe alTertions. The canal of the great duke of Bridgewater, who may
juflly be called the parent and founder of all finiilar works in this kingdom, is a very

* Grofe.

ftriklng
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ftriking inftance of public utility in the vicinity of that moft flourifhing manufafture at

Manchefter ; and no doubt the vafl fortune which this noble adventurer thus facrificcd

for the good of his country, at a time of life when others fquander their patrimony in

ufelefs diflipation, will amply be repaid.

Another inifance of the wonderful advantage of fuch navigable communications I can

mention, that fell more immediately under my eye, viz. that immcnfe cut from the

Trent to the Duke's canal and the Merfey, for the jundions of the Eaflern and Weftern
ocean. This I faw in its very infancy, and have often trod upon near forty miles of
the ground it now occupies, before the dawn of its execution, and even before it was
believed poflible to be accomplifhed. But what will not the genius of Britain afpire to,

and fuccefsfully perform ! An all-contriving power was given us in the great Mr.
Brindley, fufficient to encounter all difficulties, and to remove the moft perplexing ob-

ftacles. To his perforating hand the immenfe hills and ftubborn rocks were no in-

furmountable difficulty ; and he could with the greateft eafe carry water over waters.

This great enterprize was begun July 17, 1766. Its entire length is 93 miles from
Wildon-ferry, in the county of Derby, to its junftion with the Duke's canal at Prefton-

on-the-hill, in Chefliire. The common dimenfions of the canal are 29 feet, breadth

at top ; 16 at bottom, and four i-half deep. It contains y^ locks ; 1S9 cart-bridges,

and 1 1 foot-bridges. It is carried over the river Dove, on an aquedufl: of 23 arches ;

alfo over the Trent, on an aqueducl of fix arches of 2 1 feet fpan each ; and again,

over the Dane, in Chefhire, on three arches of 20 feet diameter. There are moreover
about 1 60 leffer aqueducts and culvetts, for the conveyance of brooks and ftreams

under the canal. The mountains and rocks, that obftruded its common paflage, are

perforated through as follows ; the moft fouthern is at Hermitage, a village near

Rudgley, in Staffordfliire. I faw this foon after it was begun, when works of this

kind were gazed at with aftonifliment, but now they are become numerous and com-
mon ; this cavity or tunnel, as it is called, is 130 yards long, with a haling path for

horfes on one fide, in the manner they pafs under the arch of a bridge. The tunnel

through Hare-caftle hill, beyond Burflem, in the north part of the fame county, was a

work of enormous difficulty and expence, and executed in a manner worthy the great

undertaker. It is 2880 yardsin length ; nine feet wide, and 12 high, lined and arched

throughout with brick, except towards the middle, where near 500 yards are folid

rock, blown up with gunpowder. The ftrata are very various, and contain a great

body of coal, for which reafon there are many collateral cavities deviating from the

main cut into thofe works. I vifited this tunnel about the year 1770, foon after it was
finilhed, when pleafure boats were then kept for the purpofe of exhibiting this gi"eat

wonder; the impreffion it made on my mind, is ftill very frefti. The proceffion was

folemn ; fome enlivened this fcene with a band of mufick, but we had none ; as we
entered far, the light of candles was neceflary, and about half-way, the view back upon
the mouth, was like the glimmering of a ftar, very beautiful. The various voices of

the workmen from the mines, &c. were rude and aweful, and to be prefent at their

quarrels, which fometimes happen when they meet, and battle for a paftage, muft re-

femble greatly the ideas we may form of the regions of Pluto. But fuch difputes are

carefully avoided, by having fixed hours to pafs each way. At Barnton, in the parifli

of Great Budworth, Chefhire, is another tunnel, 560 yards long ; at Saltenford, in

the fame parifh, is another 350 yards long ; and finally, at Pi-efton-on-the-hill, is ano-

ther 1240 yards long; each of them are 17 feet four inches high, and 13 feet fix

inches wide.

4 And
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And though the expence attending this aftonlfliing work was enormous, fo as to

promife little or no profit to the adventurers
;
yet in a few years after it was finifhed, I

law the fmile of hope brighten every countenance ; the value of manufaftures arife in

the niofl unthought of places ; new buildings and new ftreets fpring up in many parts

of Staftordfhire, where it pafles ; the poor no longer ftarving on the bread of poverty
;

and the rich grow greatly richer. The market town of Stone in particular foon felt

this comfortable change ; which from a poor infignificant place is now grown neat and

handfome in its buildings, and from its wharfs and bufy traffic, wears the lively afpeft

of a little fea port.

But to return from this digreflion, to a more minute defcription of the one before

us. An aft of parliament for this purpofe was obtained in the year 1778 : and the

legiflature, convinced of the utility of the fcheme, for the encouragement of the ad-

venturers, granted them more than ufual terms of advantage
;

particularly in giving

them a right to half tonnage for all fort of manure, in which a view was had to the

cultivation of that prodigious traft of vvafte lands, Bagfliot and other adjacent heaths.

It was thought better not at that time to pufli the fcheme, during the burdens of our

expenfive and complicated war ; this defirable event, therefore, being poftponed till

the return of peace has now fully taken place ; fubfcriptions being raifed to the amount
of 86,oool. amongft about 150 proprietors, with a referve of railing in the fame man-
ner what more may be wanted. Mr. Pinkerton is the contra£l;or, and Mr. Jefliop the

furveyor, who have engaged to complete the fame in four years. They have begun to

work in the parifli of Chertfey, near the river Wey, and on the farther fide of Grewell-

hill, about two miles wefl: of Odiam, where there will be a tunnel upwards of 800
yards in length. I vifited this place foon after, and faw above 100 men at work,

preparing a wide paffage for the approach to the mouth, but they had not entered the

hill. The morning was remarkably fine,

*' The pale defcending year, yet pleafing ftill,"

and fuch an affembly of thefe fons of labour greatly enlivened the fcene. The con-

tractor, agreeable to the requell of the company of proprietors, gives the preference to

all the natives who are defirous of this work, but fuch is the power of ufe over nature,

that while thefe induftrious poor are by all their efforts incapable of earning a fuftenance,

thofe who are brought from fimilar works, cheerfully obtain a comfortable fupport.

The property under which this tunnel is intended to pafs, belonged lately to lord

Northington, but now by purchafe to the prefent lord Dorcheder. The hill is cloathed

with a beautiful growing wood of oak, called Butter wood, which uniting with another

part, called Barkley, extends a confiderable length.

From Bafingftoke to Dead-Brook, near Alderfliot, 28 miles, will be a reach of re-

markable length, without the neceflity of a lock , from this they will provide them-
felves with a refervoir of water, by making this part one foot deeper than the fimilar

canals. The remainder of the diftance, 15 miles, will contain 28 locks; fo that the

whole length will be 53 miles. From the cafl fide of Grewell, will be a collateral cut

of about eight miles, near Tylney-park, to Turgis-grcen.

This being in the vicinity of many corn-mills, and communicating with the mofl:

woody part of the county, and one of the bed in England for fine timber, will be a
great advantage. 'I'he mutual carriage of goods to and from the capital will be of
great importance, and the weft country manufadures will find from hence an eafy and
cheap conveyance. An objedt of ftill greater importance is the likelihood of this canal

1

1

being
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being the means of promoting the cuhivation of the extenfive barren grounds before

-

mentioned, through a great part of which it mufl necelfarily pafs, after liaving been
firft condudled through a country full of chalk, from whence that manure is now car-

ried in large quantities, at the expence of one ihilling a waggon-load per mile ; whereas
by the canal it will cod but one penny a ton for the fame diftance ; and the boats will

return laden with peat and peat aflies, (the lafl are efteemed an excellent manure for

faintfoin, clover, Sec.') to the mutual benefit of cultivation, and the emolument of the

proprietors.

Confidering this undertaking only in this limited view ; no canal of the fame extent

is likely to prove of greater advantage to the public or its adventurers
;

yet if we extend
our ideas to what future affociations may accomplifli, the utility would be unbounded,
viz. to continue it quite acrofs the ifland to the Briftol channel on the one fide ; and
into the Britifh channel, by Southampton or Chriftchurch, with an arm to Salifbury,

on the other ; but perhaps this is more a matter of fpeculation than can be made prac-

ticable ; elfe how ufeful in time of war would fuch communication be ; between the

German ocean and the two channels, and between the two great commercial cities,

London and Briftol, without being always obliged to wait for various and oppofite

winds.

The correfpondence between London and Briftol being very expenfive by land, and
tedious by fea, it was natural to endeavour by fome means to leflen or remove thefe

difficulties. It has therefore frequently been propofed to make ufeof the Avon, which
runs to Briftol, and the Kennet which falls into the Thames, but remains as yet unac-
complifhed. In the reign of Charles the fecond, a bill was brought into the houfe of
commons, to unite, by a new cut from Lechlade, the Thames with the Avon, that

pafles through Bath. Captain Yarranton propofed the fame thing, by uniting the

Thames by the Charwell, to the Avon by the Stour, and fo to the Severn. Thefe are
of fuch vifible importance and utility, and fo apparently pradicable, that it may be
juftly wondered they have continued fo long in contemplation without being carried

into execution.

A junttlon between the Clyde and Forth, in Scotland, has been fome time aftually

undertaken, and is now nearly brought to a conclufion, which, when quite complete,

will be a circumftance of prodigious confequence, confidered in a national light ; as it

will put it eSeclually in their power to improve all the local advantages this canal muft
neceflarily produce.

In reference to artificial canals, there have been feveral very confiderable ones made
at different times, for different purpofes, and by different nations. The Cardike or
Caerdike by the Romans, 40 miles in extent, conneiSling ' the rivers Nyne and Wi-
tham, which ferved to convey corn and other provifions between their ftation in North-
amptonfhire and Lincolnfhire*. Ofta's dike, made by the Saxons from Briftol and
Chefter : and Fofsdike, cut in the reign of Henry I. for opening a communication from
Lincoln and York, by the Trent and Humbert.
As our roads over all Europe came in the place of military ways made by the Ro-

mans, fo their canals ferved as models for ours. Suetonius fpeaks in admiration of the

canal made by Drufus, which diverted the waters of the Rhine into the Yirel|. The
jundion of the Meufe and Rhine, by a canal 23 miles in length, was made by Corbulo

* See Moreton's Natural Hiftory of Northamptonfllire, p. 513 and 515.

f Campbell's Survey of Britain, vol. ii. p. 260.

X In Claudio, cap. i.
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to avoid a paffage by fea, and at the fame time to fupply the troops*. Hence thefe

water conmiunications have been fo much efteemed in the Low Countries and the

United Provinces. In France the canal of Briare unites the Loire and the Seine. It

is 3 3 miles in extent, hath 42 locks, and is of great utility in facilitating the corref-

pondence of the capital with the provinces, to their mutual benefit. It was begun in

the reign of Henry IV. and finifhed under the direftion of cardinal Richelieu. The
canal of Orleans joins the fame rivers, but is fhorter, and hath only 22 locks.

Almoft every city and great town in China, not immediately feated on a lake, or a

river, hash a navigable cut into one or other of them. The grand canal which pafles

from Canton to Pekin, in a ftrait line, is upwards of 8co miles in length, having y^
locks, and 44. cities on its banks. The emperor hath near 10,000 veffels thereon,

for tranfporting provifions, nianufaftures, and the tributes of the provinces to his

courtsf.

Mr. Clarke's feat at Alderfhot was the next objed of our entertainment and excur-

fions. This retired fpot is fituated in an extreme angle of the county, about three

miles north-eaft of Farnham, the grounds thatfurround it, though not very extenfive,

are very pleafant and much improved ; the Clarkcs, whofe principal eflate was very

large at Sutton, in Derbyfhire, came into pofleflion of this place by marriage with one

ofthePooles, an ancient family of Radborne, near Derby.

At a fmall diftance from this, we vifited the ruins of Alderfliot Place, which be-

longed formerly to the Whites, and was carried by marriage with Mary, daughter and

coheir of Robert White, about 1 600, to fir Walter Tichborne, knight of Tichborne,

near Alresford in this county, anceftor of the prefent baronet, whofe family have been

in poil'eflion of that feat ever fince Henry II. Little of the houfe remains, except one

end, which is appropriated to the ufe of a farm ; but a moat walled round upon a fmall

fcale, and the traces of a draw-bridge, are very perfect ; the marks of a large avenue

are likewife vifible on one fide ; this eftate is now fold to Mr. , of Oxfordlhire,

who is lord of the manor hereabouts. In the fmall church at Alderfliot, which is only

a chapel of eafe to Crundall, are the monuments of lady Mary Tichborne, and i 3

children, who died 1620; and of lady Ellen, wife of fir Richard Tichborne, fifter

and coheir of Robert White ; flie died 1 606. Here I alfo obferved a mural marble

tablet, to the memory of that induftrious compiler of the law, Charles Viner, who, in

a fmall houfe in this village, had a prefs erefted by the bookfellers, in order that his

very elaborate work, confiding of 24 volumes folio, might be printed under his im-

mediate infpeSion.

From hence we made an agreeable excurfion into the adjacent county, to fee Guild-

ford and ibme of the principal objeds in its vicinity. The road from Farnham is very

remarkable, along the ridge of an high chalky hill, called the Hog's-back, which com-
mands mo(t delightful and extenfive views every way ; over Bagfliot-heath to the

north-weft, almoft to South-downs in Suflfex to the fouth-eaft, and as far as the eye

can reach to the weft. About four miles on this road, to our left we fee a modern
edifice, fituated low, but amidft an agreeable verdure, called Pile-houfe, the prefent

refidence of the marquis of Lothian. Not far from this, in an agreeable vale on our
light, ftands PutTenham, a handfome houfe and pleafure grounds, belonging to cap-

tain Cornifti ; the only fault is its being too near the village j if it were on the oppofite

fide of the lawn, it would be extremely beautiful,

• Tacit. Annal. lib. 9th.

f Kircheri lUullr. lib. 5U1. Navaret. lib. I. cap. 19. &c. Campl/cWs Survey.
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Farther to the right is Godalming, a fraall market town, deriving its name from
Godiva's ahns or charity, as fuppofed to have been given by lady Goda, or Godiva,

to fome religious houfe. It is faid before the conqueii to have been an epifcopal fee,

and that the bifhop's feat was Lofeley, near Guildford. This fee has been fo long

dilTolved, that we have no further mention of it in hiftory, than its being taken away
in Henry lid's time, and the eftates conferred on the deanry of Sarum. At this place

lives the reverend Mr. Manning, an able antiquarian, formerly fellow and tutor of

Queen's College, Cambridge, who is now, I underftand, employed in collecting

materials for the hiftory of Surrey.

Lofely, which is fituated in a retired vale, about two miles from Guildford, was, as

we mentioned before, fuppofed to have been a bifhop's feat to the fee of Godalming ;

and as an evidence of it, there was at the end of the caufey, a bridge, called the

Bifhop's-bridge, which has ever fince been repaired by the poffefTor of Loieley-houfe,

though it ftands upon the common road. This feat afterwards belonged to the ancient

family of the Moore's, who were created baronets, 1642, and have been long extind.

It now belongs to two ladies of the name of Molineux. The approach to this venerable

pile is through a fine old avenue in the midft of a park. By the architefture it feems

to have been built about the time of King Henry VII. The prefent appearance of the

building is large, though formerly much more fpacious ; indeed the form of it Ihews

much has been deftroyed, for there is now only one wing joined to the front, which
looks very awkward. The entrance is through afcreeninto a large old hall, about 45
feet by 30, and lofty, which much refembles that of a college : it is now quite plain,

but in the laft century we are told it was hung with targets, cullivers, pikes, fwords,

&c. Much of this fpacious building is loft " in paflages that lead to nothing ;" there

are only two more rooms worth notice, a drawing-room and gallery ; the former is

about 36 by 27, the ceiling richly divided into fquare compartments, and the chimney-

piece very curioufiy wrought with chalk, &c. over which are feveral coats of arms

;

and the walls are ornamented with many good portraits ; the founder of the family,

dated 1500 and odd ; Sir Thomas More, the chancellor, who was beheaded in the

reign ofHenry VIII. AnneBoleyn, taken juft before flie was beheaded, very beautiful

and valuable ; and many others, which for want of a catalogue, or fome local infor-

mation, I could no further defcribe. The gallery, 124 feet by 25, is very light and
beautiful, the pidures were numerous, but not now hung up. Queen Elizabeth is

faid to have vifited this place frequently, and there is a room amongllthe bed-chambers

that ftill bears her name.

Guildford, or Guldeford, the capital of this county, is a vi^ell built old town, plca-

fantly fituated on the fide of a chalk hill ; at the foot of which the river Wey winds a

navigable ftream to the Thames. In the time of the Saxons it was a royal vill, given

by King Alfred to his nephew Ethelwald ; who, according to fome authorities, had a

large palace, now totally defaced ; the keep of an old caftle, however, ftill makes a

confpicuous figure, once no doubt very large. In the reign of Harold the Dane,
about 1057, ^^ have an account of a moft horrid maflacre committed here by Godwin,
earl of Kent, whereby 600 N ormans were cruelly put to death ; and Alfred, who came
at their head to claim and recover his inheritance, as only fon of King Ethelred, had
his eyes put out, and was fent to a prifon in the ifle of Ely, where he languifhed and
expired. In 12 16, Lewis, Dauphin of France, having landed with his forces at Sand-

wich in Kent, in confequence of an invitation from the barons to accept the crown,

in the reign of King John, befieged and took this caftle, but afterwards furrendered

by order of the pope's legate. It had been ufed for a gaol as far back as Edward I. >
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and in Edward Illd's it was given to the flierift' both for a gaol and a dwelKng-houfe

for himfelf ; how much longer it thus continued does not appear. In 16 Ji it was

granted by King James I. to Francis Carter, of Guildford, and at prefent it is the joint

property of Mr. Loveday and Tempeft. In the chalky cliff adjacent to this, and near

South-llreet, is a large fuite of caverns, very curious, but the entrance is now clofed

up by the fragments of fallen chalk. Mr. Newland, of Guildford, fliewed me a draw-

ing of them, taken a few years ago, by which appeared a fiuall pallage into a cave,

about 45 feet by 20, and 10 high ; to the north and fouth are two other caverns, the

former about 70 feet long, and from two to twelve wide; the latter is near 140 long,

but narrow ; from this padiige run eaftward five other cavities near 1 00 feet long, very

narrow at the entrance, but increafmg to a confiderable breadth. Various have been

the {lories and conje£tures about thefe fmgular places, but I think there is little doubt

of their origin, when we come to ej:amine what a number of buildings were formerly

wrouo^ht with chalk in this town. In the High-ftreet I faw a very curious crypt, or

vault, now occupied by a wine-merchant, the pillars and arches 'of beautiful Gothic,

and formed entirely of fquared chalk. For what purpofe this was originally intended,

or at what time made, is not certain ; it is thought at lead to be coeval with the caft le,

and probably belonged to fome of its out-buildings. A good reprefentation of it is

given by Mr. Grofe in his Antiquities.

Oppofite Trinity church (lands a fine hofpital, built in a quadrangular form, with a

large tower at the entrance, and four turrets on the top. It was founded by George

Abbot, archbilhop of Canterbury, who endowed it for 12 men, a mafter, and eight

women, (now alfo 12) for which purpofe he laid the firll ilone in 1619, and fettled

lands thereon to the value of 300I. per annum. In the northeafl corner is a neat cha-

pel with two painted windows, reprefenting in good colours, the (lory of Jacob and his

family, &c. On the walls hang a good half-length portrait of the founder, and an

excellent one of fir Nicholas Kempe, knt. who left 6ocl. to this inftitution, by Paul

Vanfomer. Here are three parilh churches, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, St. Mary,

and St. Nicholas. Alfo a royal grammar fchool of good repute, founded in the time

of Edward VI. 1509. There is too a large building called the Friary, fituatcd near

the Wey, over which was formerly a drawbridge to a park well flocked with deer, nov/

converted into arable land ; they are both the property of lord Onflow, whole feat is

at Clandon-placc, ju(l by.

In the road to Portfinouth, about a mile from Guildford, we faw delightfully fitu-

ated on a hill, called in ancient records Drake-hill, the remains of a chapel, which was

dedicated to St. Catherine, and has always been admired by travellers as a curious

piece of ruin ; the materials of which it is built are laid to be as hard as' iron ; and to

ajl appearance it has flood the (form of ages. When it was founded is uncertain, but

mention was made of it in the Pipe-rolls of Henry III. and in the reign of Edward I.

The tradition is, that this, and another fimilar one, dedicated to St. Martha, and

fituatcd about two miles diftant, were built by two fillers, Katherine and Martha.

The fitc, together with this chapel, was purchafed of the abbey of Whernwell, by

Richard de Wauney, parl'on of St. Nicholas in Guildford, for a chapel of eaCe to him

and his fuccefibrs for ever. From the top of a cave, on the weft fide of this hill, is a

fpring, which continues to drop in the drieft feafon.

From this fide of Hampfliire we vifited the more northern parts about Bafingftoke,

,&c. At Aft), the refidence of the Rev. George I.efroy, and one of the bed and largeft

parfonagc houfes I ever beheld, (it being built by the prefent reclor,) wo faw a very

curious cabinet of coins, and other antiques, collei^ed by h'is father, the late Anthony
Lcfi-oy,
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Lefroy, efq. a very judicious antiquarian, and inJefatipjable collector, whofc name is

well known amonej the connoiflcurs in this line*, by his " Mufeuni Lefroyanum f,"
and his twelve coins, of which a dcfcription was prefented to the foclcty of Antiqua-
ries, written by his friend Propofto Vcnuti +. His principal collection afterwards came
into the hands of Mr. Anfon, of Shugborough, in StafFordfliire. But flill there re-

mains in Mr. Lefroy's pofleflion a curious fmall coliedion, fuch as we had not met
with in all our former refearches. Here lay before us in abundance what we fearched

many a Roman veflige, and pored over the barrows of the dead for, in vain. Perhaps,
however, there are many whom a quantity thus difplayed to them, would not give

half the pleafure they would receive from having, with their own hands, procured one
rare piece from the countlefs rubbilh in which it had long lain burled. There too

often lies,-the felftdi pleafure of colleftors. We, however, were delighted with the

intrinfic value of the antiques themfelves. Among the reft, we admired a pair of
Etrufcan ear-rings, of fmall and delicate gold work, fo well preferved, that, were
it not for the authority of a faithful antiquarian, we fhould have believed them
modern.

In the houfe are a few miniature portraits ; of which two or three elegant ones by
Cooper flruck me. One of them, of a lady Marfliam, (of the Romney family;

)

another of fir William Mainwaring, killed at the fiege of Chefter, 1645; a youthful

face, with beautiful flowing yellow hair ; another of his wife ; afterwards re-married

to fir Henry Blount of Tittenhanger. From the windows of the rooms up-ftairs aj-e

fome very pleafing pafforal views over green meadows, from which rife gentle hills

ildrted with wood. Afli park, a white houfe peeping from among trees, on one of

thefe hills, is a very piclurefque object. From hence we vifited that manfion. The
grounds fall in gentle declivities each way from it, and are interfperfed with fine wood-
lands. It was the property of fir George Shuckburgh, of Shugborough in War-
wickfhlre, who had other eftates in this neighbourhood, which he fold to Mr. Portal,

of Freefc'lk, near Overton adjoining. Mr. Holder is the gentleman who at prefent

refides here. About two miles to the right of this are the remains of an old dilapidated

place, of the name of Lichfield, formerly no doubt of fome confequence, but whether

a religious houfe, or what, is not eafily to be traced.

The land hereabouts is for the mofl part of a flinty nature, and lets upon an average,

the arable with the meadow, from feven to twenty {hillings an acre.

'Jo the weft of this, about two miles, lies Overton, a fmall town upon the weftern

road, 'ihe lituatlon is low, and its buildings very indifferent ; what is moft remark-

able here are a large filk-mill, fituated upon a fmall flream that runs clofe by, famous

for its trout, and a large paper-mill in the adjoining parlfh of Freefolk, beibre-men-

tioned ; the former belongs to Mr. Streatfield, and affords employment for many
hands, but is very inferior to the original one I have feen at Derby ; the latter is a

very profitable work, and belongs to Mr. Portal, who has a new houfe upon the fpot,

with agreeable plantations, adjoining to Laverfl;ock, an ancient feat, inhabited by general

Matthew.

We made an excurfion from hence about 14 miles fouth by weft, to fee the noble

and ancient city of Winchcfter. Our courfe was unconfined to roads, almoft as the

• See Memoirs ofrhomas HoUis, tfq. vol. i. p. log. &c.

f t-ee Catalogus Numlfmaticiis Mufci I-efroyi)ui Libunii, Anno MDCCLXIII.
1 Duodenonini Niimifmafiiiii antfhac iTicditonim Brevis Expofitio. Philippiis de Venutis Pi3?pofitus

Feci. Libuincn. .Sclcgit ex Gazopliylacio CI. V. Antonil Lefroy, Angli, et Nobilifs. \'iro Hugoni, Lor-
dio Willoughby dc Parliam, Ijocictalis Londineiuis Antiquarise Pisefidi dicavit.

T T 2 bird
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bird flics. The country foon fpread into a vaft expancc of large arable lands and open

downs. The mift of early day hung at firft too thick upon the hills to afford much
profpeft

;
yet ere we had finifhed half our courfe, the fky brightened, and difplayed

the country fully, but without any extraordinary charms ; the fcene was too uniformly

open to be pleafmg, ihough perhaps to a fportfman, the whole might be efteemed

excellent. We eroded the Stockbridge road, and had a view of Stratton park, be-

longing to the duke of Bedford, and at prefent inhabited by Mr. Crook, who I under-

ftand is about to leave it foon, when lord John Ruffel means to take polVeOion. A few

miles further we pafled by the fmall village of Wellon, a hamlet belonging to Michael-

dever, where the duke, has lately purchafed another houfe, or rather a farm of Mr.
Briflow. Beyond this we leave the feat of fir Chaloner Ogle on our left, embofomed

in many trees, formerly belonging to lord Kingfton. A little to the eaft of this,

where the river Itchin winds its courfe to Winchelter, ftands Avington, the feat of the

duke of Chandos, devifed to him by George Brydges, efq. of Keynfham, and of this

place.

We now foon came into the turnpike road, and approached the venerable city.

The tirft objeft from hence is the unfinifhed palace of Charles II. on the file of the old

caftle. The reft of the town lies too much below to be well diftinguiftied.

Winchefter was the metropolis of the Britifli Belgoe, called by Ptolemy and Antoni-

nus, Venta Belgarum, and by the Britains, Caer Gwent, or the White City, from

its fituation upon chalk. It is reputably aflirmed to have been founded by Ludor
Hudibras, S92 years before the nativity of Chrift. There is no doubt of it having

been a celebrated ftation of the Romans, and probably one of their cities, as appears

from the difcovery of feveral pavements, -and coins of Conftantine the Great. Cam-
den fays, that during the Saxon heptarchy, this city was the refidence of the Weft:

Saxon kings, who adorned it with magnificent churches, and an epifcopal fee ; and

vas alfo endowed by King Athelftan with the privilege of fix mints. From its firft

foundation to the time of the conqueft, it was three times deftroyed by fire j and in

the civil war between Maud the Emprefs and King Stephen, it fuftered much defola-

tion from the hands of infolent foldiers. But thefe fufferings were amply repaired by

Edward III. who fixed here a ftaple for wool and woollen manufadures. This city

is faid to have been firft fortified by Guidorius, 179, and the prefent walls to have

been built by Moleutius Dunwallo, 34.1. On the fouth and eaft fides they remain

almoft entire, and many fragments are to be feen on the north and welt, particulai'ly

a baftion, called the Hermit's tower. There were formerly fix gates belonging to

this city, one of which ftill remains, except one of the pofterns, called the king's

gate. On the weft, north, and fouth fides, is a prodigious deep fofs, but to the

meadows, which were eafily flooded by the river, fuch a defence was thought un-

necefiary. Before we proceed to defcribe more fully its buildings and prefent ftate,

it may not be unprofitable to recite fome of its moft remarkable tranfadions and oc-

currences.

In 1112, King Henry I. granted the firft free charter to this city, whereby the

inhabitants were incorporated by the name of the guild of merchants. Soon after

this, Winchefter is faid to have rifen to the fummit of her glory, and became the re»

fidence of the firft perfons in the kingdom. Henry I. under whofe reign it fo much
flouriftied, took his wife lilaud, daughter of Malcolm, King of the Scots, out of a

nunnery here ; by whi^-h marriage the Saxon and Norman blood were united. At

the death of this king, the effects of a difputc for the crown were fevcrely felt by a

fjege which lafted fcven weeks. A dreadful fire alfo happened, that ponfumed above

10 twenty
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twenty parlfli churches, the king's palace, and a vaft number of houfcs. This fo

much depopulated the city, that it never arrived to the fame extent and perfeftion.

King Henry II. held a parliament here 1172, and was crowned with his Queen IVIarga-

ret, by Rotrcd, archbifliop of Roan.
King John kept his court here about 1 207, and granted a new charter to the city,

with many privileges. Not long after the barons rofe, and took poffeflion of this

city, but the citizens were not difpofed to favour them. King John rewarded the

loyal inhabitants by the following grant ; " that they do continue for ever to be in-

corporated by the name of mayor and burgeffes of the guild of merchants of the city

of Winchefter, with perpetual fucceilion." About this period Henry III. was born
here, who alfo kept his Chriftmas in this city, 1239. Alfo about 1254, when he
was at variance with the barons, he retired here for fafety ; but on the approach of
Mountfort, earl of Leicefter, at the head of their army, he fled to Reading, when the

earl took the caftle, facked the city, and put many of its inhabitants, particularly Jews,
to the fword.

The great plague brought into England 134S, fo much reduced this city, that a
fine ox fold at 4s. the beft cow at 2s. flieep at 6d. hog 5d. and twelve pigeons for one
penny. In 1377 the French, landing at Portfmouth, marched up the country, and
befieged this city ; but were driven back again by the inhabitants with great flaughter.

Soon after this the infurreclion headed by Wat Tyler did confiderable damage to the

fuburbs of this city. In the civil wars between Henry IV, and earl Northumberland, it

was a great fufferer. Alfo in 1497 ^^'^^ ^^^Y ^^'^^ attacked by the rebels under the com-
mand of lord Dudley.

Queen Elizabeth vifited this city, and was elegantly entertained by the mayor in

the caftle, of which fhe made him condable, and raifed the falary of that office to 61,

13s. 6d. per annum. And at her departure was gracioufly pleafed to fignify her in-

tention of renewing their charter, which was afterwards granted, and is the fame
by which the city is governed to this day. In 1625 a fad peftilence broke out here,

and carried off numbers of the inhabitants, without fpreading into other parts.

During the civil wars in the reign of Charles I. fir William Waller took this city

under the direftion of Oliver Cromwell, who vented all his fury upon the caftle, till

the whole of that magnificent ftrufture was levelled with the ground. But while this

place was in the pofTefTion of the parliament party, the garrifon at Bafingftoke was very
troublefome to them.

After the reftoration. King Charles II. made many progrelTes to this city, parti-

cularly while the royal palace, which he never lived to finifh, was building. In 166S,
a moft dreadful plague broke out and raged here for almoft twelve months. Cart
loads of the dead were daily carried out and buried on the neighbouring downs.
To prevent the progrefs of the contagion, the markets were removed to a proper dif-

tance from the city, and an obelifk, in memory of that unfortunate aera, is erefted on
the fpot where the markets were held. We will now proceed to further defcriptions

in the order in which we infpeded this city. Near the weft gate, upon a large emi-
nence, are the ruins of a ftrong caille, faid to have been built by King Arthur, 523 ;

which was a place of remarkable defence in the reign of King Stephen. Heylin def-

cribes it to be " a gallant, but not a great caftle, bravely mounted on a hill for defence
and profpeft." The chapel, which was originally detached, is flill entire, and is a
fine building, confiftiug of three aifles, 1 10 feet long, and ^^ wide. The afhzes for

the county were held in this caftle as early as 1272 ; but at prefent this chapel is fitted

up for that purpofe. At one end weobferved King Arthur's round table, as it is com-

monly
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monly called, uhich is about 18 feet diameter. The following beautiful defcription of

it is found in Wartoii's Sonnets.

Where Venta's Norman caftle (lill uprears,

Its rafter'd hall, that o'er the grafTy fofs,

AnJ fcatter'd flinty fragments, clad in mofs,

On yonder ftcep in naked (late appears.

High-hung remains, the pride of warlike years,

Old Arthur's board ; on the capaciou<; round

Some Britifh pen has flvetch'd the names renown'd,

111 maiks obfcurc, of his immortal peers.

Though join'd with magic fliill, with many a rhyjjie,

The Drnid frame, unhonour'd, falls a prey

To the flow vengeance of ihe wifard time.

And fide the Britiili charaftcrs away;
Yet Spencei's page, that chants in verfe fublime

Thofe chiefs, fhall live, unconfcious of decay.

Many authorities, befides that of Camden, might be quoted to prove this table of mo-
dern date; yet perhaps it is of higher antiquity than fome have imagined; for Paulus

Jovius, who wrote above two hundred years ago, relates, that it was fhewn to the

emperor Charles V, and that at that time many marks of its antiquity had been

deftroyed, the names of the knights written afrefli, and the whole newly repaired.

Mr. Warton, in his defcription * of Winche'ler, fays, tournaments being often

held here before the court and parliament, this table might probably have been

ufed, on thofe occafions, for entertaining the combatants ; whicii, on that account,

was properly infcribed with the names of Arthur's knights ; either in commemo-
ration of that prince, who was the reputed founder and patron of tilts and tour-

naments ; or becaufe he was fuppofed to have eftablifhed thefe martial fports at Win-
chcfter.

On the fite of the old caflle we fee the unfinished relicks of a moft noble royal

palace, begun by Charles II. 1683, the fhell of which fliews the magnificent intention.

A cupola was defigned 30 feet higher than the roof, which would have been feen at fea.

The length of the whole is 328 feet. A ftreet was intended from the centre of the welt

end of the cathedral. And a park was proje£led ten miles in circumference: but the

king's death prevented the execution of this noble plan. During the war it was ufed

as a prifon for the French, Sec. that were taken ; and feveral hundred were confined

here. We faw an apartment which they appropriated for their chapel; and various

relicks of their devotion, paintings, and infcriptions ftill remain.

Palling over the reft of the buildings in this city, we fliall conclude with a fhnrt ac-

count of the college and cathedral. 1 he former is fituated on the fouth caif of the

cathedral, jult without the city wall. In confifls of numerous buildings and offices,

fuitable to its noble foundation, which owes its origin to the famous William, of Wyke-
liam, Bifliopof Winchcfier, who had the firft (lone laid March 26, 1387, near a fchool

in which he, when a boy, was educated. The building was compleated March 28,

1 303, for a warden, ten fellows one mafter, one uflicr, three chaplains, fcventy fcholars,

three clerks and fixtecn chorillcrs. To enumerate every particular, and note every

part of thefe buildings would be impollible in a work of this kind. Entering the

fecond quadrangle under a ftately tower, Me obferve on the foutli fide the chapel

• Tu which I am indebted for mucli infoimation.

2 and
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and hall. The latter is a noble gothic room about 6t, by 33 feet, in which tlie fcholars

dine and fup.

The chapel is efteemed equal to mod:, in point of fize, furniture and folemnity. Its

dimenfions are 102 by 33 feet. The fcreens, flails, and altar-piece are richly carved of

the Ionic ordei", and the altar difphiys a fine falutation piece ; by Le Moine. On the

north fide Hands the organ. The roof is covered with wood in imitation of arched

ftone work.

From hence turning on our left we come into the cloifters, which conftitute a fquare

of 132 feet. In the centre of the area flands the library, an elegant gothic building

ereded in the time of Henry VI, by John Fromond, who intended it for a chapel, but

it was converted into its prefent purpofe, 1 629, by Robert Pink, warden. To the

weft of the cloilters, ftands the fchool ; which is a finely proportioned room and elegantly

finilhed.

From the fchool area we pafs into the college meadow, from whence is a fine prof-

peft of Catharine-hill, on the top of which, Leland fays, there was a fair chapel dedi-

cated to that Saint. It was endowed with lands, and fuppreifed by Cardinal Wolfey.
To this hill, which is very delightful, affording an admirable view of the city, inter-

fperfed with trees and gardens, magnificent and venerable ftruftures, befides an exten-

five country of hills and vallies, woods and downs, the fcholars are allowed to wander
on holidays. This indulgence, I fear, by frequent repetition, becomes a tafic rather

than a pleafure, and few of theni will fincerely join with the poet Grey in his beautiful

exclamation

:

" Ah liappy Iiills ! ah pleafing (hade I

Ah fields beloved in vain !

Where once my carelefs childhood ftray'd,

A ftrangeryetto pain !

I feel the gales that from ye blow,

A momentary bliis bellow.

As waving frcfli their gladlome wing ;

And redolent ofjoy and youth

My weary fonl they feem to footh.

And breathe a fecond fpring !

We now went to infpe£l the cathedral, originally begun A. D. 61 1, by Kyngelife,

the firft chriftian king of the Weft Saxons, and finifhed by his fucceflbr Kenwalch, and

endowed by him, and other royal benefadors. The chapter of this foundation, who
were feculars, continued about 3C0 years, and were at laft removed by the perfuafion

of Bifhop Ethelwold, in the reign of King Edgar 393, who fubftituted a convent of

Benedidines, which remained till the reformation. About 1079 Bilhop Wakelyne be-

gan the prefent edifice, and finifhed the tower, choir, tranfept, and weft end. And the

monks pafTed, in ftate and triumph, from the old monaftery to this new one on St.

Swithin's day, IC93. The appearance on the outfide is flat and heavy, no relief of

ipires, pinnacles, or other Gothic ornaments. But the infide is magnificent and pleafing ;

its dimenfions from eaft to weft are 545 feet, of which the lady's chapel takes up 54,
and the choir 136; tranfept 186. Height of the tower 138. At the entrance of

the tower is the ftone fcreen of the compofite order, executed by the famous Inigo

Jones. The admirers of Grecian architefture will think this very beautiful, but the

lovers of Gothic muft feel the incongruity of fuch a ftrudure. On the right hand
{lands a brafs ftatue of James I. ; on the left, one of Charles I. The ftalls are of
Norway oak, and are very beautiful. In the area leading to the high altai-, is a plain

raifed
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raifed tomb, of grey ftone, under which William Rufus, who was fliot, as before-men-

tioned, in the New Foreft, is buried. The rebels in the civil wars plundered this tomb
of a gold cloth, and a ring fe» with rubies, of 500I. value ; alfo a fmall filver chalice.

The altar piece is very rich and handlbme ; the wood work about it was erefted by
bifliop Fox ; but the Canopy, with its feftoon ornaments were added about the fame

time as the fkrecn, in the reign of Charles I. A fine piece of painting has been lately

placed over the altar by the dean and Chapter. It was painted by Weft. The fubje^

is Chrift raifing Lazarus from the dead. His two fifters are fupporting him. One
of the twelve is removing the ftone from the monument. Behind are feveral of the

apoftles. The faces of St. Peter and St. John are plainly diftinguilhed, but the latter

is furely piftured too young. On the left is a group of Jews ; in the middle is a fine

old figure, fuppofed to reprefent the father of Lazarus. On the top of each wall that

furrounds the PreftDytery, are placed chefts, which contain the bones of the WeftjSaxon
Kings, and others who had been buried behind the altar and different parts of the

church. In the aifles are feveral curious and fuperb monuments, which would take

up too much room in thefe pages. The north and fouth tranfept are curious remains

of unfinlflied Saxon architecture very ftriking. Full of thofe awful ideas that arife

from the contemplation of fuch noble objects, we left this place and its venerable city.

By a gradual tranfition we begun to remark again the face of the country. We paffed

through Stoke Charity, a fmall village remarkable for numerous furrounding yew
trees, that either muft have been the natural growth of the place, or the relics of its

former confequence. The latter idea is fuggefted by feeing the traces of an ancient

encampment juft beyond, called Nurfliury, which is furrounded withafingle fofs and

rampart. About two miles weft of this, is another fimiiar work, called Tetbury j and

on the down near the Stockbridge road I obferved three large barrows.

We foon now come to Popham-beacons, places no doubt of obfervation to the Ro-
mans ; from whence the profpe£t is extenfive and pleafant, particularly to the weft,

terminated by Lord Porchefter's at Highclear, and the hills that divide the county

above Kingsclear.

The time now approached that we were to bid adieu to this hofpitable county. The
leaves were all off the trees

;

Wet with hoar mifts appear'd the glittering fcene

Which late in carelcfs indolence 1 pall

;

And Autumn all around thofe hues had call

Where pall delight my recent grief might trace.

Sad change, that nature a congenial gloom
Should wear when moll, niy chterlefs mood to chafe,

I wifli'd her green attire and wonted bloom !»"

The dark days of November were indeed calculated to cherifti that melancholy, we
naturally felt at parting from friends and from fccncs, among whom we had experi-

enced lb high a kind of pleafure. We were about to be loft for the remaining

months of the winter, in the crowds and buftie of the capital, which, whatever pleafure

and whatever fociety it may afford, does not leave that imprcffion on the imagination,

which all feeling minds experience after thofe more penfive enjoyments, that have

paffed among the pidurefque fcenery of the county.

• Warton's feventh Sonnet.

We
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Wc have ftlll however one objefl; ofour vifits and our admiration to defcribc, which
though we faw it fome time before, we have referved lo this place, becaufe it Hes in

our way back to town. PaOing along the great turnpike road from Andover to Ba-
fingftoke, on our left about fix miles from Bafmgftoke lay the pidturcfque village of
Deane, and a little on our right, Hall-place, the feat of Mr. Branifton. Hence paillng

through Worting, a fmall village, we came to the new inclofures, on this fide Bafino-floke,

and obferved among the reft a new farm-houfe of Lord Dartmouth, who has confider-

able eftates about the town in right of his wife, and expeds to be a great gainer by the

alteration. Upon an hill to the north of the town, the ruins of the Holy Ghoft Chapel
are here very confpicuous. The reftoryof Bafingftoke (and I beUeve the manor, fubjecl

to a fee farm rent to the crown) belonged to the priory of Selborn, and from thence went
with the other eftates of the priory, to Magdalen-college, Oxford, to which it now be-

longs. The living is a very valuable one, and no doubt greatly improved by the late

inclofure. Dr. Shepherd,who was fellow of that fociety, is tlie prefent incumbent.
Palling along the principal ftreet, to our right lay the turning to Hackwood, the feat

of the Duke of Bolton, which during our ftay in the country, we had an opportunity,

by the poHtenefs and condefcenfion of the family, ofvifitingin a very advantageous
manner. The contraft, indeed, with what is too often experienced in vifiting the°man-
fions of the nobility was highly delightful to us. For I cannot help refleGing with
regret upon the difficulties that travellers undergo, in infpefting many of the houfes,

that are the objeSs of their tours. Too often, when after long rides they approach the

manfion doubtful of admittance j if at length the favour is gained, they are hurried

through the rooms and g/ounds, under the guidance of illiterate fervants, whofe fees

are more than would purchafe an entry to the nioft expenfive place of entertainment in

London.
But before we defcribe Hackwood, we will give fome account of Bafmg caftle, the

ancient refidence of the family, which, going out of Bafingftoke, lies on the left of the

great road, about a mile and a half from Hackwood.
Baungwas the head of the Barony of Hugh de Port, a Saxon, who had a grant or

confirmation of 55 Lordlhlps in this county at the Conqueft, and was one of the barons,

under John de Fienes, who held 1 4I knight fees in Kent, by the tenure of performing
military iervlce at the caftle of Dover*. In the time of Henry IL the caftle feems to

have been rebuilt
;
probably in the more fplendid manner of architecture, to which

they had then arrived (the former one poffibly being Saxon) ; for then John de Port,

grandfon of Hugh, beftowed on the monks of Sherburne, the chapel of St. Michael,

with the land of the old Caftle of Bafmgf. In the reign of Henry III., this family

changed their name to St. John, and bore the arms that Lord St. John now b:'ars. In

43 of that I'eign, Robert Lord St. John obtained a licence to fix a pale upon the bank
of his moat at Bafing, and to continue it fo fortified during the king's pleafure|. From
his younger fon are defcended the prefent lords St. John and Bolingbroke. lu the

time of Edward III., the co-heirefs married Lucas, lord Poynings, and brought him
this caftle and other eftates. Conftance, the co-heirefs or his grandfon Hugh, married
fir John Powlet, of Noney-caftle, in Somerfetfliire, whofe father William (younger bro-

ther, of fir Thomas, anceftor to earl Paulet) obtained that feat by marriage with the
heirefs of Delamare. Sir John by this match came to poftefs Bafin^-caftle, in the reign

of Henry VI.

* See Gent. Mag. for Aug. i]S-j. page 6S1, 682, 6S3, 684,

t Ibid. t Ibid.
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For three generations this family continued here as Commoners* ; the barony of St.

John being then in abeyance. Then arofe the great charader, who placed the family

in the fplendor and honours, in which it has ever fince continued. He was born in

1483, I. Richard III. and afterwards became a ftudent in the Temple, when he was

called home i. Henry VIIl. by fir John Powlett, knt. his father, who was then fick,

and not able to officiate as juftice of the peace, in the fliire where he dwelled. He was

then put into the commiffion of the peace, and foon after made Cuftos Rotulorum of

Hampfhire. On his father's deathf, Henry VIII, lent for him to Richmond, and made

him joint furveyor of all his woods, with John Mordaunt, efq. Two years after he was

made mailer of the Wards, and after that rofe through a feries of places in court, fuch

as fcarce any ever enjoyed before. On March 9, 1 539, he was created baron St. John,

of Bafm"-. Jan. 19, 1550, 3. Edward VI. he was created earl of Wiltlhire, and 0&.
12, 1C51, 5. Edward VI. marquis of Wincheiter. Old Naunton| fays of him, "He
had ferved four princes in various and changeable times and feafons, that I may well

fay, no time nor age hath yielded the like prefident : this man being noted to grow high

in Queen Elizabeth's favour, as his place and experience required, was queftioned by

an intimate friend of his, how he had flood for thirty years together, amid ft the change

and ruin of fo many chancellors and great perfonages ? Why, quoth the marquis,

^Ortus/um e/alire, ?tcn ex qiiercic' ' I am made of pliable willow, not of the ftubborn oak.'

" It is faid of him, and William earl of Pembroke, that being both younger brothers§,

yet of noble houfes, they fpent what was left them, and came on truft to the court,

where, upon the bare ftock of their wits, they began to traffick for themfelves, and

profpered fo well, that they got, fpent, and left more than any fubje£ts from the Nor-

man Conqueft to their own times : whereupon it had been prettily fpoken, that they had

lived in a timeof diffolution." Many parts of this account are inaccurate. The mar-

quis never could have fpent his paternal eftate, for it is at this day, the feat of his de-

fcendant the duke. He himfclf re-built, indeed, the ftately caftle of Bafing, in a mod
magnificent manner. He had the rare happinefs of fetting in his full fplendor, in 1572,

having lived 97 years, and feen 1 03 defcendants of his body. " A man he was, (fays

Loyd,) that reverenced himfelf ; that could be virtuous when alone, and good, when
only his own theatre, his applaufe, though excellent before the world, his vertue im-

proving in fame and glory, as an heat which is doubled by reflexion||." In July or

Augult, I i6o, he entertained Oueen Elizabeth here in a moft fplendid manner, " and

with all good chear." She being then on her progreffes, and coming hither from Win-
chefter. Here flie openly and merrily bemoaned herfelf, that the marquis was fo old,

"for elfe, by my troth, (faid fhe) if my lord treafurer were but a young man, I could

find in my heart to have him for my hulband, before any man in England^ "

It feems extraordinary that his great grandfon William, fourth Marquis, fhould alfa

entertain the fame Queen here, which he did in 1 6c i. " Here fhe took fuch great con-

tent, as well with the feat of the houfe, as honorable carriage of the worthy lady Lucy,

* Sec their tombs and arms upon them in Bafing church defcribed Iii Gent. Mag. Dec. 1787. page

'057-

f His father left two younger fons, fir George fettkd at Crunda], and Richard fettled at Hcrriard. And
a daughter Ebanor mnrried to fir William Giftord, of llchcll, in Crundal, now called Ewlhot, and the feat

of Mr. Maxwell, as before mentioned.

X III his Fragmcnta Regalia, pag. 12.

§ This is wrong of both. The marquis was a younger branch but the elded fon. Lord Pembroke was
illegitimate.

II
Worthies, p. 594.

^ Sec Queen Eliiabtth's Piogreifes, vol 1. 1560. p- 5"5.
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marchionefs of Winchefler, (daughter of Thomas Cecil, earl of Exeter,) that fhe (laid

there i 3 days to the great charge of the faid lord marquis."

About the fame time the duke de Biron, and ceitain other noblemen, &c. of France,

to the number of 300, were at lord Sandys's at the Vine. " And her Majefty went to

him to the Vine and he to her to Bafing ; and one day he attended her at Bafing park
on hunting, where the duke ftaid her coming, and did there fee her in fuch royalty and
fo attended by the nobility, and fo coftly furniflied and mounted, as the like had feldom
been fcen, &c. She tarried at Bafmg thirteen days, being very well contented with

all things there done, affirming flie had done that in Hampfhire, that none of her an-

ceflors ever did, neither that any prince of Chriftendom could do : that was, flie had
in her progrefs, in her fubjeds houfes, entertained a royal ambaflador, and royally

entertained him*." She went from Bafmg to Farnham, the bilhop of Winchefler's.

This Marquis died in 1628 at Hawkwood, where was then only a large hawking room,
that is now the hall, with a room or two, I fuppofe, of accommodation befides. His fon,

the 5th marquiy, was that gallant nobleman, who fo bravely defended Bafing Caftle

againft the rebels, under Oliver Cromwell. In a two years fiege from Auguft 1643, ^o

Ottober 1645, he held out againfl: all the Parliament forces, being heard to fay, " that

if the king had no more ground in England than Bafing houfe, he would adventure as

he did, and fo maintain it to the utmoft. It was befieged by a conjunftion of the rebel

forces of Hampfhire and Suflex, under the command of Norton, (of Southwick I believe)

Onflow, (anceftor to lord Onflow) Jarvis, (of Herriard, I fuppofe) Whitehead, (pro-
bably of Norman Court) and Morley, all colonels of regiments under the command
of Norton a man of fpirit, and of the greateft fortune of all the reft. The marquis
told Morley when he fummoned him to yield to the Parliament, that he knew no Par-
liament without the king, by whofe orders he kept the houfe, adding, that he would
keep his fummons as a teflimony of his rebellionf.

It was afterwards relieved in a very gallant manner by colonel Gage, the particulars

of which are very minutely related by Lord Clarendon. At length, however, it yielded

to the infatiate attacks of Cromwell, and money, jewels, and houfehold fluff, to the

amount of 2oo,oool. were found in it ; among which was a rich bed worth 14,000).

A private foldier is faid to have got 300I. I'he loyal motto, which the marquis had
cauled to be written with a diamond, in every window, Aimez Leyaulte, (and which has

ever fince been the motto of the family) fo provoked the rebels, that they burnt
the caflie to the ground ; little of which now remains, escept a fmall part of the

outward wall.

The family have refided fince the revolution, at leaf! principally, at Hackwood. The
marquis, who lived till 1674, probably refided at Englefield, in Berks, as he was bu-
ried there ; and the firft duke, his fon, does not feem to have made Hackwood his firfl

objeft, for he built in a magnificent manner Bolton-hall, in Yorkfbire, an eftate which
came by his vi-ife from the Scropes, where he retired, during the agitated reign of James
II. and by feigning a temporary indifpofition for political purpofes, contributed greatly

towards cffeding the revolution. Bolton hall, however, though in a moft romantic fitu-

ation, is not much frequented by the prefent family, as they feem to prefer a refidence

nearer the capital, and which is endeared too by an uninterrupted poffeffion of noble
anceltors from the conquefl. This charming feat was at firfl no more than a ha^vking-

* In Queen Elizabeth's ProgrefTcs, vol, I'i. i6oi, p. 5. See it more at Ifr^e.

•J-
Loyd's Loyalills, 577.
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box to the caftleof Bafinp, and confided, as I mentioned, but of one fpacious room,

which is now the hall. Here then the lovers of Hawking, after their diverfion in the

park, ufed to retire, and partake of refreOiment. And in length of time, when the

caftle was rendered no longer habitable, this was enlarged. The firft duke, though he

made it not his principal objed, feems certainly to have built its prefent form, which

bears marks of the revolution year. He was buried at Anneport, by Andover, where

Mr. George Powlett, defcended from his uncle, fir Henry now refides. The title of

marquis of Wincheftcr will fall to this gentleman or his fon.

Thefite of Hackwood is in a charming'park, and though the building is notimmenfe,

yet it is complete in itfelf and prefents two fronts, pleafing and harmonious to the eye,

particularly the back front,* which appears much newer, and commands a finer prof-

peft. The hall is about 40 feet by 30, and 20 high. The varniflied oak wainfcoat gives

it a fuitable grandeur, and the carve-work of the famous Gibbons is very beautiful, and

of fimilar defigns to what we had lately feen at Holme, belonging to the duke of Nor-

folk, near Hereford. Here are alfo feveral portraits of the family, but the pidures

mofl remarkable are two old portraits in the dining-room, one of John lord marquis of

Winchelf er, probably he who defended Bafing-caftle ; the other, a marchionefs, but has

no peculiar marks to dillinguifli her name, yet (he was no doubt, his wife, and painted

by the fame perfon. This conclufion I was led to by obferving the very minute and

exaft pattern of the lace on both their drcffes. The ftiifnefsand unmafterly appearance

of her arms may be owing to fome injudicious repairs. We alfo faw two fweet portraits

of ladies unknown, by S. Varelft, an admirable painter in the reign of Charles II.,

whofe greateft excellence was in flower pieces, for which he was celebrated by Prior in

his poems. His portraits were finifhed with the fame labour and delicacy as his flowers,

which he frequently introduced into them. The two pieces we here admired, are full

of the magic of his pencil. That in the ducheffes dreffing-room, exhibits a mofl beau-

tiful fece, and graceful figure, the arms being formed with the greatefl: eafe and ele-

gance imaginable. The light and fliade, reflected from the fcarlet and purple colours

of the drapery, produce a finguiar effect, which in modern painting would be harfh and

taudry, but here it is remarkably pleafing. In a fmall bed-room below flairs hung the

other, almoft as beautiful ; the fkirts of the drapery are extremely rich, and in one

corner of the ground, the painter has given his darling accompaniment of flowers. Wa
now proceeded to drive round the park, which is nearly a circle of fix miles,, and laid

out in groat variety of ground, moil judicioufly ornamented with woods and plantations,,

of which the beech-tree is here remarkably flourifliing and abundant. But what (fill

further charafterifes this admirable place is a beautiful farm, taken out of the fouth-ealt

fide of the park, and fwcetly interfperfed with groves, tillage, and paflure. It was
laid out by the great fkill and taile of the late lord Bathurft, the patron of Pope^
whofe extenfive defigns we had lately admired at his feat at Cirencefler. We now re-

turned towards the back front of the houfe, and from this part of the park, amongfb
verdant lawns, gentle hills and vales, graced with foliage, enjoyed an extenfive view over

part of this count'y and Berkfliire.

Thus gratified we reluctantly departed, and leaving Bafingflioke, the g!*eat road to

l<ondon ibon brought us to Hertford-bridge ; the intermediate inclofures are very plea-

fant, and we had a glimpfe of 1 ilney-hall, at a fmall diflance on our left, the feat of
firJames Long. Pafling through the village ofHook we arefoon furrounded by fome beau-

tilul groves of fmall oak about Berkley common, which brings us ne.\t to a long firing

* This latter wns built by the late diike.

of
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c( houfes, called Hartley-row. Gppofite the inn at Hertford-bridge, we deviated about
a mile and half to fee the remains of Elvetham, that noble feat of entertainment to queen
Elizabeth, given by the earl of Hertford, its nobleowner, 1591. An account of this
fplendid entertainment was publifhed at the time, and lately made its frefh appearance
in Mr. Nichols's work called the Queen's Progreffes j a Ihort extrad therefore may be
an acceptable prelude to our prefent defcription.

"Elvetham houfe beeing fcituate in a parke but of two miles in compaffe, or there-
abouts, and of no great receipt, as beeing none of the earles chiefe manfion-houfes
yet for the defirehehad to fhew his unfained love, and loyall dueiie to her moll sral
tious highnefle, purpofing to vifit him in this her late progreiTe, whereof he had to un-
derftandby the ordinarie guefle, as alfo by his honourable good friendes in court neare
to her Majeflie ; his honor with all expedition fet artificers a work to the number of
300, many dales before herMajefties arrival, to enlarge his houfe with new rooms and
offices. Whereof I omit to fpeak how manie were deftined to the offices of the quene's
houfhold, and will onlie make mention of other fuch buildinas as were raifed on the
fodaine, fourteen fcore off from the houfe on a hill fide, and within the faid parke for
entertainment of nobles, gentlemen, and others whatfoever.

" Firft, there was made a roome of eflate for the nobles, and at the end thereof a
withdrawing place for her Majeftie. The outfides of the walls were all covered with
boughs, and clufters of ripe hafell nuttes, the infides with arras, the roofe of the place
with works of ivy leaves, the floore with fweet herbes and green rufhes. Near adioin-
ing unto this,, were many offices new builded ; all which were tyled. Not farre otF
was erefted a large hall, for entertainment of knights, ladies, and gentlemen of chief
account. There was alfo a feverall place for her majellies footman, and their friendes.
Then was there a long bowre for her Majellies guard. Another for other officers of
her Majefties houfe. Another to entertain all commers, fuiters, and fuch like. Another

-

for my lord's fteward to keep his table in. Another for his gentlemen that waited.
" Moft of thefe forefaid roomes were furnilhed with tables, and the tables carrved

2% yards in length.

" Moreover on the fame hill, there was raifed a great common buttrey ; a pitcher-
houfe -y a large paftery, with five ovens new built, fome of them fourteen feete deepe

;
a great kitchen, with four ranges, and a boyling-place for fmall boild meates; ano-
ther, with a very long range, for the walte, to lerve all commers ; a boiling'houfe,
for the great boiler; a room for the fcullery ; another roome for the cookes lodn-I
mgs

" Some of thefe were covered with canvas, and other fome with hordes.
" Between my lord's houfe and the forefayd hill, where thefe roomes were raifed,

there had been made in the bottom, by handy labour, a goodly pond, cut to the perfect
figure of a half-moon. In this pond were three notable grounds, where hence to pre-
fent her Majeftie with fports and paftimes. The firft was a Ship Ifle, of loo feet in-
length, and 40 broad, bearing three trees orderly fet for three marts. The fecond was
a Fort, 20 feet fquare every way, and overgrown with willows. The third and laft was
a Snayl's Mount, rifing to four circles of green privie hedges, the whole in height 20
feet, and 40 broad at the bottom. Thefe three places were equally diftant from the
fides of the ponde, and everie one, by a jult meafured proportion, diftant from each
other. In the faid water were divers boates prepared for muficke ; but efpecially there
was a pinnance, full furniftit with mafts, yards, tails, anchors, cables, and all other or-
dinarie tackling, and with iron peeces ; and laltly with flagges, ftreamers, and pendants
to the number of twelve, all painted with divers colours, and fundry devifes."

'

With;
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• With thefe and various otlicr preparations was this charming park adorned on the

great occafion. So on the firft days entertainment, having funimoned all his retinue

together, and inftrufted them in their feveral duties, " my lord with his traine (amount-

ing to the number of 30c, and mod of them wearing chains of >i;old about their necks,

and in their hats yellow and black feathers) met with her majeftie two miles off, then

coming to Elvetham from her owne houfe at Odiam, four miles from thence."

"When her majefly had got fome way into the park fhe was faluted with a Latin

poem, and afterwards by fix virgins, who walked before her to the houfe, flrewing

the way with flowers, and finging. Being feated in the houfe, a long volley was dif-

charged from the Snail-mount and Ship-ifle in the pond, which fhe could view from

the gallery window. This day's entertainment was then concluded with a fupper and

concert. But this was greatly exceeded by the entertainments on the three following

days, which confided of various reprefentations on the water, the fports of Nereus,

and his nymphs and tritons. On the land Sylvan gods and goddeffes, with a mixture

of dances and fireworks*.

At what time lord Hertford fold this edate does not appear. More than a century

ago, it belonged to the Reynolds's, from whom it came by marriage to the Calthrops.

Upon the death of fir Henry Calthrop, k. b. about two years fince, who was a long

while infane, it came to his nephew, fir Henry Gough, bart. who has added the name
of Calthrop to his own. The building is now quite in a dilapidated date, and nothing

in the infide but bare walls, and mouldering wainfcotsf, though inhabited by fir Henry

till his death. The rooms are all fmall except the gallery, and that is too low and

narrow ; and yet it gave one plcafure to walk in this deferted place, and to be fliewn

the windows that had afforded fuch royal profpefts. The late owner built a large

riding- houfe clofe adjoining, which flill remains. It is a pity to fee this fweetly retired

fpot thus finking into ruin, when at a moderate expence it might be refitted and made
very habitable ; feveral tenants, 1 am told, have been defirous to obtain it, but I fear

the prefent poffeffor has not tade enough to enjoy it himfelf, nor fufficient refpeft for

its venerable drutture, to let it exid by the means of others; fori underdand he has

frequently threatened its dedruftion. The park, though fmall, is very beautiful, the

wood fine and flourifliing, and the verdure uncommonly fertile and ornamental. In

one part of it below the houfe to the left is dill vifible, though much grown up with

weeds, the pond which wasufed for the entertainment of Queen Elizabeth.

Having thus far tried the reader's patience in defcribing thefe wedern counties, in a

courfe of more than a thoufand miles, which to the author has been a talk the molt

delightful ; and having now little or nothing worth remarking from hence to the great

metropolis ; the only thing that remains, is the ufual ceremony of bidding adieu to

his readers, and if they reap half the pleafure in perufing thefe hady Ikctches of a

country, hitherto undefcribed in the fame regular route, which they afforded the author

in coUedling them, his utmod ambition will be gratified.

Afew Extrads may befuhjoinedfrom Mr. Maton's Obfervations on the Wejlern Counties^

1797, 2 vols %vo.

A fingular Mine.

WE were impatient to fee the Wherry Mine, (mentioned before) fituated in the bay,

about half a mile beyond Penzance. The opening of this mine was an aitonilhingly

• SctQjietn Elizabeth's Progrcfles, vol z, 1591, p. i- to p. 23.

f After fir Henry's death, there was a fale of the furniture, Xc.

adventurous
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adventurous unJertakinc^. I have never heard of one fimilar to it hi any other part of
the world. Imagine the defcent into a mine through the lea ; the miners working at the

depth of leventeen fathoms only below the waves ; the rod of a fteam-engine extending;;

from the (hore to the fhaft, a diflance of nearly one hundred and twenty fathoms ; and
a great number of men momentarily menaced with an inundation ofthefea, which con-

tinually drains, in no fmall quantity, through the roof of the mine, and roars loud

enough to be diflindly heard in it ! The defcent is by means of a rope tied round the

thighs, and you are let down in a manner exaftly the fame as a bucket is into a well;—

•

a well, indeed, it is, for the water is more than knee-deep in many parts of the mine.

The upper part of thefliaft refembles an immenfe iron chimney, elevated about twelve

feet above the level of the fea, and a narrow platform leads to it from the beach : clofe

to this is the engine fhaft, through which the water is brought up from below. Tin is

the principal produce of the Wherry-mine ; it is found difperfed (in fmall, indurated

glafs-hke lumps, of a blackifh colour) in a fubftance refembling the elvan of Polgooth,

but much more compact in texture, and of the nature of a porphyry. Some of the tin

is found mixed with pyritous copper, which is in a quartzofe matrix, A black, hard
killas forms the upper flratum of the mine, and below it appears the fubftance mentioned
before. The inclination of the lode is towards the north, about fix feet in a fathom,

and its breadth is thought to be no lefs than ten fathoms. The ore is extremely rich.—Maion's Ob/ervations. I. 208.

A Silver Mine in Cornwall.

THE only filver-mine in this county is Huel-Mexico, fituated to the left of the road
leading from St. Agnes to St. Michael, and not far from the fea, the fand of which
covers all the adjacent country. The rocks on the coaft, quite from St. Ives, feem to

confifl: chiefly of killas, which, with nodules of quartz, is the prevailing fubftance in

the mine. Luna Cornea, or horn filver-ore, has been found here, though in very

fmall quantities, and confequently fpecimens of it yield a high price.* A good deal of
filver, however, has been procured from Huel-Mexico ; Tome mafles of the ore, we
were informed, have produced as much as half their weight of it. The matrix is an
ochraceous iron-ore, and the yellow oxyde covers the whole of the mine. I con-

ceived at firft that the filver might be afforded by a decompofed galena, but could not

find any appearance of lead upon examination of the lode. The courfe of the latter is

almoft perpendicular to the horizon, in a direction from north to fouth. It is about
ten years fince the mine was firft worked, and the depth is now nearly 24 fathoms. I

found it very dangerous to defcend, on account of the ladders continuing quite ftrait

to the bottom, and there being no refting-place, except a niche cut on one fide in the

earthf. Should one unfortunately mifs one's hold of the ladder in this fhaft, there is

nothing to prevent a fall to the very floor of the mine.

—

Maion's Ob/ervations. I. 252.

• It is of a yellowiftigreen colour, and is found in fmall fpecks, confiding of minute cubic cryftals.

\ MuH of the ladder ihafts in Cornwall have what are called landing-places, that is, the ladders do not
often extend more than five or fix fathoms in depth, before you can ftand, or, perhaps, walk feme way,
and then proceed to another courfe.
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SKETCH OF A TOUR INTO DERBTSHIRE AND TORKSHIRE,
I

INCLUDING PART OF

"SUCKISGHAM, WARWICK, LEICESTER, NOTTINGHAM, BEDFORD, ^^ND HF-RTFORDSHI R IS.

By WILLIAM BRAY, F. A. S.

Preface to thejirji Edition.

THE traveller whofets out on a long journey with the expedation of meeting with

the fame accommodations on the. road that he has at his own houfe, will foon find

himfelf miftaken. If under the impreffions of his difappointraent, he takes up his pen

to write his obfervations, he will complain that the wine was bad, the chicken tough,

the bed hard ; he will dwell on the barrennefsof a heath, and in defcribing the poverty

of a country, (trip nakednefs of its very fig-leaf. - But a man of this temper has no

right to trouble the public. If, indeed, in pointing out the defeats, he pointed out the

means of removing thofe defefts, he might do a real fervice ; but if he pretends to no

more than to amufe, why weary the reader with his fpleen ? In a journey of this fort

as in the journey of life, the fretful man communicates his own tifdium to all about him,

and prevents the enjoyment of fuch pleafures as lie in the way. To take the world as

it is, to pafs over the disagreeable parts as lightly as poffible, and to make the mod of

every gleam of funlhine, is the way for a man to make the paffage eafy to himfelf and

comfortable to thofe who are his companions.

The writer of the following (ketch, for he does not prefume to call it a complete

account, wiflies to communicate fome part of the pleafure he received in the tour

;

•and bethinks the traveller will find in it fome information that will be ufcful, and that

will enable him to make the moft of his time, a circuraftance about which the writer

found himfelf much at a lofs, for want of dircttion. If he fucceeds in any degree,

or if he fliall be the means of exciting one more able, to give a more perfeft account,

he will not think the time fpent, in digefting his notes, wholly mifcmploycd.

November 1777^

Preface to thefecond Edition.

ALTHOUGH the reception which the firft edition of this tour met with from the

public was very flattering to the author, yet he cannot without nmch diffidence hazard

a fecond edition, which has fo much new matter (derived from a repetition of vifits to

the principal fcene of defcription, and from fubfequent information) that it may almod
be confidered as a new book. This diffidence is not a little increafed from Mr. Pen-

rftmt having taken part of the fame route
;

polTeired as that gentleman is of an eye to

obferve, a pen to defcribc, and a pencil to delineate, every thing worthy obfervation

in every place he comes to, the author ot the prefent performance Ihrinks from the

•comparifon (if indeed any comparifon will ever be formed), lie can only hope for a

continuation of that candour, which he has already experienced.

Februarj iV'i'K,

n HE
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HE who derives pleafure from contemplating the venerable remains of antiquity, or

the elegant ftrudures of the modern architeft ; who has a tafle for the beauties of

nature in her genuine fimplicity, or as they are pointed out to view by the hand of

art ; he who feels his heart glow at the fight of the ingenious mechanic, whofe labours

diO'ufe plenty and cheerfulnefs around his habitation, circulate through every part of
the globe, and are a truer fource of national wealth than the mines of Potofi, will find

ample matter of gratification by purfuing the route I am about to defcribe.

I propofe to lead him to Buckingham, Banbury, Edge-hill, Warwick, Coventry,

Leicefter, Derby, Matlock, Buxton, Sheffield, Leeds, Ripon, and Afkrig : and to re-

turn through the wilds of Yorkfliire, called Craven, and by Mansfield, Nottingham,
Northampton, Woburn, and St. Alban's.

Three miles beyond Uxbridge you leave the Wycomb road, and turning on the

right go by the two Chalfonts, watered by a pleafant ftream (which however deferts

them in a very dry fummer, as it did in 1781) between hills which rife on each hand,

covered in many places with fine beech woods to Amerfham. This was thft eftate of
Ann Nevil, daughter of Ralph Nevil, Earl of Weftmoreland, and wife of Humphrey
Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, who was killed in the battle of Northampton, in the

38th H. VI. fighting for that king, and was held by her after his death, as Dugdale tells

us in one place* ; but in another, he makes it part of the great eftate of Ann Beau-
champ, fifter and heirefs of the duke of Warwick (afterwards wife of Nevil, the flout

earl of that place) whofe lands were feized by Edward IV. on her hufband's defedion,

reftored to her by Henry VII. and foon after conveyed by her to that kingf. It was
however in the hands of Henry VIII. who gave it to John Ruffell, created by him lord

Ruffell, whofe refidence was at Cheneys, not far from hencej. In the lafi: century, it

became the eftate of the Drakes ; the prefent reprefentative of that flourifhing family

has built an elegant feat a mile beyond the town, in the road to Aylefbury. His
houfe ftauds on rifing ground, which flopes gently to a bottom, in which a large piece

of water was defigned, but which has not entirely anfwered expedation. The ground
about the houfe is adorned with beautiful groups of the mofl noble oak, afli, and beech,

one of this gentleman's fons is prefented by him to the living, which, from its value,

and the goodnefs and fituation of the parfonage-houfe, is no bad eftablifhment for a

younger ion, even of a family as wealthy as this is. The parfonage-houfe flands very

pleafantly on the fide of the hill, above the town, looking to the fouth, well fheltered

by woods. In 1778, the church was cleaned, and new pewed, and Mr. Drake brought

a window of painted glafs from an old houfe of his, called Lamer, in Herts, and put

it up in the chancel. In the upper part of it are two fmall figures, a Lamb and a

Dove ; below them are three ; Faith, with a crofs, Hope leaning on an anchor, and
Charity fuckling a child. Beneath are the twelve Apoftles, in two rows. There is

not one monument or infcription in the body of the church ; but in the chancel are

fome for the Drake family, and one for Henry Curwen, a youth, who died at fchool at

this place fon of fir Curwen of Workington, in Cumberland. In a room over

the family vault of the Drakes, is a monument for Mr. Montagu Drake, (the prefent

gentleman's father) with a whole length figure of him recumbent, his widow fitting at

his feet, by Scheemakers : oppofite is a farcophagus, of yellow or brown marble, with

feftoons of flowers in white marble on the borders, in memory of the late Mrs. Drake,

of whom there is a fmall figure in white marble, kneeling, with fix children behind

* Dugd Bar. vol. i. 166, 167. 306, 307. f Warw. voL i. 418, and Bar. vol.i.

J Leland Itin. vol, iv. p. 101.
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her. Near this Is a medallion, with abrafs relief of Mr. Drake, jun. (faid to be a flrong

likenefs) in a Roman habit, leaning on an urn, which ftands on a pillar, inferibed to

the memory of his firft wife, who died at the age of twenty. Underneath are thefe

lines

:

Cara Maria vale ! venict fellciiis asvum,

Quaiido iterum tecum, lim modo diguus, cro.

At Miffenden was an abbey founded by Thomas de Muflenden (as it was then wntten)

in 129-5*. It was one of the greater abbies diilolved in 31 Henry VIII., John Stewell

the abbot being allowed a penfion of 30I. a yearf. It is now the feat of Mr.
GooRrey.
A few miles from hence, on the left of the road, is Whiteleaf Crofs, cut out in the

fouth well fide of a high chalky hill, and vifible, from the Oxfordfhire fide of the

country, at a great diftance. It is near 100 feet in length, and 50 in breadth, at the

bottom, but decreafing upwards to about 20 at the top. The tranfverfe line is about

70 feet in length, 1 2 in breadth, and the trench cut into the chalk is about two or three feet

deep. This, like the White Horfe in Berks, the Red Horfe at Edge Hill, and the Giant

on Trcndle Hill, near Cerne Abbas, in Dorfetfhire, is fcoured out from time to time,

but not at any regular periods. Mr. Wife attributes it to the time of Edward the Elder,

fuppofes the Saxons to have had a fortification at Princes Rifborough, which is jufl by y
remains of which, he fays, were vifible when he wrote (in 1742,) and which the com-
mon people call the Black Prince's Palace, and thinks this crofs was cut in memory of

fome vidtory gained here. The name of a village called Bledlow, a mile or two off,

he fays confirms the idea of a battle having been fought hereabouts, Bledelaw or Bled-

low fignifying the Bloody Hill ; as Bledon-down, in Somerfetfliii-e, is fo called from a
bloody battle fought there with the Danes, in 845I.
The way to it turns off at the end of Great Miffenden, and leads by Hampden, the

almoft deferted feat of the ancient family of that name, the chief of which difiinguifhed

Irimfelf fo much by his oppofition to the levying of fhip money, and who was one of

the firfl: to take arms againft Charles I. and one of the firft who fell in the contention.

A fifler of that Mr. llampden married fir John Trevor ; and from them the prefent

owner, lord vifcount Hampden, is defcended. The laft of the name, and the twenty-

fourth hereditary lord of this place, gave it, with a good eflate here, to Mr. Trevor, on
condition he changed his name. When the barony of Trevor defcended to him, he got

the thle of Vifcount Hampden, that the name might dill be preferved, but he lives chiefly

in Bedfordfhire. The houfe fiands on high ground, and is a pretty good one ; the

floors are unpleafant, being moltly oak, rubbed bright, or brick. There are feveral

portraits, but the fervants know nothing of the pcrfons reprefented by them. A whole

length of Oliver Cromwell on the flair-cafe is eafily difiinguifhed. In the church,

which is jufl by, a monument is erefted for the lafl Mr. Hampden, on which various

intermarriages of the family are reprefented in fliields of their arms, hung on a tree.

A road through fome fine beech woods comes out on a down, on the right of which

is a tumulus, called Ellefborough Cop, from the name of the village below j the left

hand road leads along the Iknild way (which is vifible here, and retains the name for a

confidcrable length, and is to be traced into HantSj or further) to the hamlet of

• Diigd. Mod. v. i. 542. but Camden, v. i. 310, fays it was founded by the D'Oilys; augmented by the

noble family fnrnamcd De Miffenden.

f Harl. MS. 604. p. 94.

X Wifc'i further Obfcrvation? en the Vale of White Horfe, p. 34.

Whiteleaf,
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Whiteleaf, where is the crols. Jiifl below are the two pariflies of Monks Rilborough,

and Princes Rifborough ; the latter is afmall town. The fortification which Mr. Wife
mentions, feems to be the fpot adjoining to the weft end of the churcli yard. This was
probably the manor houfe, which was moated round, but is now entirely deftroyed

;

and it is likely was part of the eftatc of lldvvard the Black Prince, from which it took its

name of Princes Rilborough, to diRinguifli it from the next parifli, (called Monks Rif-

borough, from its belonging to the monks of Canterbury*.

The living is very fmall, and has been augmented by Queen Anne's bounty, and th;i

benevolence of Mr. Penton, then lord of the manor, which has been fmce fold to Mr.

Grubb, whofe feat is below. The great tithes are confiderable. The land here is moltly

very^good ; the common field lets from 7s. 6d. to 25s. an acre.

Near the church of Ellefborough, on a round hill, is an ancient fortification, called

Belinus's Caftle, above which is an high hill, called Belinefbury Hillf. At Great and
I^ittle Kymbel are feme remains of antiquity, and the name is fuppofed to be derived

from that of theBritifli king Cunobeline, whofe two fons were killed in an adion pro-

bably fought hereabouts^.

Aylefbury, forty miles from London, is an indifferent town, in a rich fertile vale, to

which it gives name, and which affords the finell pafture, and produces great quantities

of beans and corn. It is the largeft parifh in the county, including in it Ellefborough,

Bierton, Buckland, Stoke -Mandeville, and Quarendon, all which were only chapels of

eafe to it. This was one of the four Britifh garrifons taken by the Saxons in 571,
under Cuthvvulf, in the expedition he made to Bedford§.

St. Ofith, the foundrefs of the religious houfe of that name, in EiTex, was born at

Quarendon, but was beheaded anno 600, by the Danes, in Effex, from whence her

body was removed to the church of Aylefbury ; it continued here 46 years, and then

was carried back again. Whilft it remained here, however, many miracles were per-

formed by it, and a religious houfe was built in memory of her, where the parfonage

now ftandsll. I do not know whether this was the fmall houfe of Friers Minors men-

tioned by Dugdale, which in the furvey, 26 H. 8. was valued at no more than 3I. 2S. 5d.

per anmtm^. Befides this, there was at the diffolution a houfe of Grey Friers, founded

by the Butlers, afterwards earls of Orniond, temp, R. II. On the dilfolution the con-

ventual houfe was preferved, and given by Henry VIII. to fir John Baldwin, chief juftice

of the common pleas, who made it his feat, purchafed the manor of the heir of the earls

of Wilts and Ormond, to whom it had defcended from the family of Fitzpiers, earl

of Effex ; built a town hall, and was a great benefador to the place. It was afterwards

the feat of the Packingtons, who married a daughter of fir John Baldwin, but ruined ia

the civil war, in the laft century**. After the diffolution, there was dug up in this houfe

an alabafter effigy of a man in armour, with thefe arms on his breaft, a feffe between

three leopards' faces, being the monument of fir Robert Lee, who died in the reign of

Henry VII. , and was anceftor of the earl of Lichfield. This was removed into the pa-

rifh church, and now Ues in the north crofs aiHe, but flianiefully fcratched and disfi-

gured.

The manor of Aylefbury belonged to the Conqueror, who made the church, with

Bierton, &c. prebendal to Lincoln. This great abufe, appropriations, was often cen-

fured, but by means of the monks and the pope, maintained its ground till the diffolution

• Camb. Brit. vol. i. 310. f IbiJ. I Ibid. § Chron. Saxon. fub ann. 571.

II
Leland. Itin. v. iv. p. ion. «| Dugd. Mon. v. i. IO38,

** Willis's Not. Pari. V. i. p. I2j, 124.
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of the monafterles. Robert Grofthead*, made bifliop of Lincoln in 1235, faw the mif-

chiefs arifing from it, and endeavoured to reform the evil. He took away this church

from the deanry of Lincohi, to which it had been long annexed, and collated arefiding

reftor to the full propriety of it. Richard de Gravefend, however, who came to fee in

1 270, made it again prebendal, as it ftill remains ; but he had fo much regard to the care

of the parifliioners' fouls, as to ordain that the portion of the vicar fhould confiderably

exceed that of the prebendary, direding that the latter fhould have 30 marks, and the

former, who fhould refide, 40, at the leaft, or 50 marksf. The inclofure of the com-

mon fields hasraifed the value of the vicarage from 60I. to 140I. a year.

Mr. Gladman, a former vicar, left his library to the church, and the parifh fitted up

ti wainfcot prefs for the books in the north crofs aiflc.

The grant of lands in this place by William I. fhews what was the furniture of the

royal bed-chamber in thofe days ; the tenure was by finding litter or ftraw for the king's

bed and chambers, whenever he fhould come that way, and providing him three eels in

•winter, and three green geefe in fummer, befides herbs for his chamber. But that this

might not be too burthenfonie, it was not to be done oftener than three times in the

year|.

There is a handfome town-hall, where the feflions and fpring afTizes are held. In

1747, there was a great conteft between this town and Buckingham, about the afTizes
;

they had been ufually held here, which is near the centre of the county, from the time

ofHenry VIII., when lord chief juftice Baldwin, mentioned before, brought all public bu-

nefs hither; but about 1723, the fummer aflize was held at Buckingham, and continued

ib to be till 1747, when the judge removed it back to Aylefbury. The next year lord

Cobham, and the Grenville family, who reprefented Buckingham in parliament, pro-

cured an aft to fix the fummer afTize at Buckingham in future ; not however, with-

out violent oppofition from fir William Stanhope, member for the county.

From Aylelhury go by Whitchurch, the tithes of which were part of the pofTeflions

of the abbey of Woburn; to the left of this is Oving, a feat of Mr. Hopkins, command-

ing a very delightful view of the vale, and greatly improved by him. A few miles fur-

ther is the fmall town of Winflow ; this place was given by King Offa, in 794, to the

abbey of St. Albans§, and being made, with its members Granborough and Little Har-

wood, (heretofore chapelries to it) and fome other places, of exempt jurifdidion, and

appropriated to that abbey, became, on the difTolution, part of thediocefe of London||.

Mr. Lowndes has a feat here.

The village of Padbury ftands on the fide of a little hill, from the brow of which

is feen a pleafant valley below, with a Hone bridge over a fmall river, and at a diflance,

Stowe emerging from its woods.

Buckingham, though feated on a knoll, is furrounded by other hills, and is nearly

encompaifcd by the Oufe, which takes a bend round the hill on which flood the caflle,

now entirely demolifhed. Edward the Elder built two caftles here in 91 8, one on each

fide the Oufe^ ; this was poflibly the fite of one of them ; but there is no certain ac-

count when or by whom it was deftroycd, though it is probable that it went to ruin on
the attainder of the lafl duke of Buckingham, of the name of Stafford, in 1521. In

• Tlie charafter of this excellent prelate is, that lie was an awe to tl\e pope, and a monitor to the king,

a lover of truth, a coritctor of prelates, a dircClor of priells, an inlhuitor ol the clergy, a maintainer of

fcholats, a preaclier to the people, a diligent fearcher of truth, and moll cxcmplaiy in his life. Willis'*

Calh. V. iii. p. 50.

f Kcnnett of Impropriations, p. .^9.60. f
Camden, v. i. 311.

^ Caoidcn^ v. i. 312. jj
Willis's Calh. v. iii. p. j. ^ Willis's Buck. p. 45.

1574,
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1574, Queen Elizabeth granted to Edward Grimflon the caftle farm, two caAle mills,

&c. late the poflefTion of Edward duke of Buckingham.

The town is not large, but includes fome confiderable hamlets. It was of note

enough in the time of Edward III. to have one of the ftaples for wool fixed here, when
that great prince, with a difcernment beyond the genius of the age in which he lived,

by prohibiting the exportation of unmanufactured wool, laid the foundation of a trade

which has fince been carried to a mod amazing extent *. The making of lace is now
the employment of this as well as of many other parts of the country ; but the refort to

Stowe is what enlivens the place.

The manor and borough have been the fucceflive property of the families of Giffard,

Clare, Breofe, Audley, and Staflbrd ; were granted by Henry VIII. on attainder of
the duke of Buckingham, to lord Marney, and on his death, without iffue, to William
Gary, efq. whofe fon, created baron of Hunfdon by Queen Elizabeth, fold to Brocas,

whofe fon fold the manor, with the tolls of fairs and markets, to the corporation, who
are now the owners f.

There was a church here early in the Saxon times, but it was dependent on King's
Sutton in Northamptonfliire, 14 miles oif, and was fupplied by a curate, put in by
the vicar of that place, till about the year 1445, when a vicar was appointed, and an
endowment made. His income has been fmce augmented by a donation of Dr. Pe-
rincheif, a prebendary of Weftminfter, who left a fum of money for that purpofe in

1673, with which his truftees purchafed ^2> acres of land in this parilh, and the

tithe of them, formerly part of the prebend of Buckingham, and fettled them on the

vicar.

This King's Sutton, with Buckingham, and Horley, and Hornton, (two parilhes in

Oxfordfliire) was made prebendal to Lincoln cathedral in the reign of William 11 1. and
was the beft endowed of any in the kingdom, except Mafliam in Yorkfhire, being worth
I cool, per annum§, but was furrendered to Edward VI. and by him granted to his

uncle Edward Seymour, duke of Somerfet |(.

The church, or chapel, became famous by being made the burial place of St. Rum-
bold, fon of fome Saxon king, whofe name is not mentioned. He was born at King's
Sutton, I ft Nov. 626, but buried here. He was canonized, and a fhrine was ereded
for him ^. Hiftory is fdent as to the particulars of his life, or what extraordinary acts

of piety he performed to occafion this honor ; indeed it could not have much to fay

on the lubjeft, for it feems this venerable faint died two days after he was born. His
canonization, however, anfwered fome purpofes, for it occafioned great refort of pilgrims
to the place **.

Under this patronage the church became a large and handfome building, and had
a lofty fpire of 1 00 feet high placed on a tower of 63 feet high. The fpire was blown
down in 1693, and never rebuilt ffj and in 1776 the fteeple fell on the roof, and

* I had always underftood that the exportation of goods raanufaflured from the rasv materials of the
country, was a clear gain of the improved price ariling from the various branches of labour employed in.

that manufafture, and that it was true policy to keep thofe raw materials at home, to be worked up,
inftcad of their being exported raw, and worked up by foreigners ; but the ingenious Mr. Andcrfon
(a gentleman who in many things dcferves attention) thinks the prohibition of exporting wool has been
detrimental to us. See his EfTay on the Means of exciting a Spirit of National Induftry.

f Willis's 13uck. p. 26. t Dui/d. Mon. vol, iii. 2Cn. § Camden, vol. i. iti.

. II
Willis's Buck. 37. ^ Ibid 23.

»* He was a patron of fifhermen, and his feaft Ilillobferved at Folkeftone, in Kent, ia the month of
December, fays Camden's Continuator, vol. i. p. an.
ft Willis's Buck. p. 61.
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beat It entirely in, leaving only the fide walls Handing. A handfome and elegant new
church has been built on the caftle hill, to which the late and prefent earl Temple have

contributed mofl liberally, paying all the expence above 2000I. ; the whole is calcu-

lated at 70C0I. It is built of white flone, got in the neighbourhood ; that ufed in the

fpire was brought from Brill-hill. It Hands north and fouth, (probably to form a bet-

ter objeft from Stowe gardens) the entrance being at the north end next the town

;

at the fouth end is the belfry, with a fpire on it, the whole height 158 feet. Over the

north window are the earl s arms carved in (tone, with his motto moH appofitely

placed, Templa quam d'lleda! Over the belfry dopr are the arms of the town. The
church is fpacious, having three aifles and a gallery on each fide, Ionic pillars fupport-

ing the roof, which over the middle aifle is coved ; over the galleries is vaulted, with

roles on the points of the arches. Between the two doors at the north end is the

communion table, where is an altar piece given by lord Temple, which he brought

from Rome, and is faid to have coll him 4obl. It reprefents two parts of our Sa-

viour's hiftory ; in the foreground he is calling out a devil, in the back ground is his

transfiguration. On getting the fummeraflizes fixed here, lord Cobhani, in 174B,

ere£ted a gaol in the middle of one of the (Ireets (which is there of confiderable

•width) and commemorated the fixing of the aflizes by an Infcription over the door.

It is an oblong fquare, battled and turretted at each corner, and built with ftones

talceu from the remnants of the caftle. A fire in 1725 burnt down great part of the

town ; but advantage was not taken of that misfortune to rebuild the itreets in a hand-

fome manner.

A chapel belonging to a fchool, founded to teach fome boys Latin, has an

arched door with zig-zag ornaments. The confcientious mafter takes 'the falary

of lol. a-year, but refufes to teach any fcholars. Had a former mafter been of this

difpofition. Hill, the learned tayior, would not have had the opportunity of acquiring

the knowledge of Latin. When an apprentice here, his defire of learning \vas fo

great, and the means of accompliHiing his purpofe fo unequal, that it was by an ex-

pedient which few would have thought of, and fewer would have carried into execu-

tion, that he got the firft rudiments of that tongue. He had in bis poffeflion a La-

tin grammar, but it was of no ufe without an interpretation ; to obtain this, he

went on errands for the fchool-boys, on condition they would Englifli one of the

rules for him. From hence he went -on, and made liimfelf mafter of Greek and

Hebrew*

.

From the end of the town the late earl Temple made a new road to his fo much cele-

brated feat at Stowe. It runs in a ftraight line about two miles up to the Corinthian

arch, on coming to which you turn on the right to an inn, where the horfes may
be left, or to which they may be lent back from the garden gate.

Stowe was formerly part of the pofl'eflions of the abbey of Ofeney, and belonged to

the bifliop of that place when Henry VIII., on the diflblution, erected the abbey into

a biflioprick ; but that capricious monarch, foon changing his mind, removed the

foundation to Chrift Church. Stowe followed the fortune of the abbey, till Queen
Elizabeth, having talien the cftates into her hands, on a vacancy of the fee of Ox-
ford, granted this manor and ellate, in 1590, to John Temple, efq f (anceftor of the

prefent earl) a gentleman of a very ancient family, feated at Temple-hall, in Lei-

* Spencc'i Parallel between him and Magliabccci. f Willis's Duckingham.

1
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certerfliire *. A park of about 200 acres was inclofed by his defcendant fir Peter

Temple; whoie fon, fir Richard, after the reftoration, rebuilt the manor-houfe,

and fettled 50I. a-year on the vicarage, which in the hands of the abbots had been
very poorly endowed. Thofe lazy and luxurious dfgnitaries paying no more atten-

tion to the due performance of divine fervice, than lay impropriators in general do
now.

This gentleman's fon was created baron and vifcount Cobham by George I. and
dying without iflue, left his eftate to his fecond fifter, Hefter, wife of Richard
Grenville, of Wotton, in this county, mother of the late earl Temple. He died

in 1779, and was fucceeded in title and eltate by his nephew, fon of his brother

George.

To lord Cobham thefe gardens owe their beauty. He laid out the lawns, he
planted the groves, he erefted the buildings. The internal beauties are fuch, for

extent and variety, that the elegant and pifturefque fcenes they contain, make
amends for the want of thofe diftant profpefis which are the ornaments of fome fitu-

ations.

Thefe grounds were laid out when regularity was in fafhion, and the original

boundary is ftill preferved on account of its magnificence ; for round the whole
circuit of between five and fix miles, is carried a broad gravel walk, planted with

rows of trees, and open either to the park or the country. A deep funk fence

goes all the way, and includes about four hundred acres. In the interior fcenes

of the garden few traces of regularity appear ; where it yet remains in the plan-

tations in any degree, it is at leafl: difguifed, and a bafon, which was an oftagon,

IS converted into an irregular piece of water, falling down a cafcade into a lake

below.

In the front of the houfe, which (lands on the brow of a gentle rife, is a confider-

able lawn, open to the water, beyond which are two elegant Doric pavilions, placed in

the boundary of the garden, but not marking it as fuch, though they correfpond to each

other ; for ftill further back, on a rifing ground without the inclofure, ftands the Co-
rinthian arch, which is feen in the approach.

I fhall not attempt to defcribe all the buildings, which are very numerous, but fhall

mention fome of the principal fcenes.

On entering the garden, you are conduced to the left by the twO Doric pavilions,

from whence the magnificent front of the houfe is full in view. You pafs by the fide

of the lake (which, with the bafon, flows about ten acres) to a temple dedicated to

Venus, looking full on the water; and over a lawn, up to the temple of Bacchus, to

which you are led by a winding walk. This laft building (lands under cover of a wood
of large trees. The lawn, which is extenfive, is bounded by wood on each fide,

and Hopes down to the water, on the oppofite fide of which is the very elegant tem-

ple of Venus, jufl; mentioned, thrown into perfpeclive, by being inclined a little from a

front view. Over the tops of the furrounding wood is a view of the diilant country,

terminated by Brill-hill, near Oxfordf ; and Quainton-hill, near Aylefbury.

* Of this fnmily was the fairous dame Hefter Temple, daughter of Mr. Sandys, of Latimer in Bucks ;

who, according to Fuller, lived to fee more than yco of her own defcendants.

+ Camden, v. i. p. 310, fays, the Brill is a fmall country town (fo called by contraflion from Bury-
hlll) fome time a royal villa of Edwaid the Conftflbr. His continuator derives the name from Bruel, a

thorny place, and Bruer, a thorn ; but the former is perhaps the mofl probable, if we cojifider that Brill

>s the name lyr the place where Ca:far had his camp at Pancras.

From



244 Cray's tour into Derbyshire, &c.

From hence you crofs the lawn by the front of the houfe, which is nearly in the

centre of the gardens, dividing them as it were into two parts. In the hitter divifion,

the tower of the parifli church, bofomed in trees, the body of it wholly concealed from

view, is one of the firfl things which ftrikes the eye, and you are uncertain whether it

is more than one of the ornamental buildings. Faffing by it you enter the Elyfian

Fields, under a Doric arch, through which are feen, in perfpeQive, a bridge, and a

lodge in the form of a caflle. The temple of Friendlhip is in fight ; and within this

fpot are thofe of Ancient Virtue and of the Britifh Worthies, adorned with bulls of

various eminent men, and infcriptions, mentioning their particular merits. Here is

alfo a roftral column to the memory of captain Grenville, brother of the late earl, who
was killed in that fuccefsful engagement with the French fleet in 1747, when Mr.

Anfon took the whole of the convoy*. In the bottom runs a ftream, which, with the

variety and difpofition of the trees difperfed over gentle inequaUties of ground, makes

this a very lively and beautiful fcene.

Clofe to this is the Alder-grove, a deep recefs in the thickeft fhade. The water,

though really clear, is rendered of a dark blue colour by the over-hanging trees : the

alders are of an uncommon fize, white with age ; and here are likewife fome large and

noble elms. At the end is a grotto, faced with flints and pebbles, in which the late earl

fometimes fupped. On fuch occafions this grove was illuminated with a great number

of lamps, and his lord Ihip, with a benevolence which did him honour, permitted the

neighbourhood to fliare the pleafure of the evening with him and his company, the

park gates being thrown open.

The temple of Concord and Vidory is a mod noble building. In the front are fix

Ionic columns fupporting a pediment filled with bas-relief, the points of which are

crowned with fl;atues. On each fide is a beautiful colonade of ten lofty pillars. The
infide is adorned with medallions of thofe officers who did fo much honour to their

country, and under the aufpices of his lordffiip's immortal relation, Mr. Piit, carried

its glory to fo high a pitch in the war of 1755 ; a war mod eminently difl:inguiflied by

Concord and Vidory. This temple ftands on a gentle rife, and below it is a winding

valley, the fides of which are adorned vi'ith groves and clumps of trees, and the open

fpace is broken by fingle trees, of various forms. Some ftatues are interfperfed.

This valley was once flowed with water, but the fprings not fupplying a fufficient quan-

tity, have been diverted, and it is now grafs.

It has been obferved that there is a particular moment when this temple appears in

fmgular beauty : when the fetting fun fliines on the long colonade which faces the weft,

all the lower parts of the building are darkened by the neighbouring wood j the pillars

* The charafker of this gallant officer was mod amiable ; he was of true courage and conduft ; a hu-

mane and generous commander ; beloved by his officers ; efteemed as a father by his failors. His lofs was

lamented in fome elegant Englifli lines by Mr. (afterwards lotd) Lyttleton ; and by a Latin infcription on

this column by lord Cobham. In the latter, the following lines,

Pcrire, dixit moribundns, omnino fatius efTc

Quani inertix reum in judicio filli ;

relate to a known ftory, that the commander in chief threw out the fignal for the line, and that the French

fleet would havecfcaped, if fir Peter Warren, iceing the danger of loiing the opportunity, liad not, though

fecond in command, made fignals for a chace, refuting to take them down ; he was well fuppnrted in this

by captain (afterwards fir Peter) Denis; captain Grenville ; captain (^afterwards admiral) Bofcawcn, and

others. The commander finding Warren refolute, had magnanimity enough to alter his fignal from that

for the line, to a chace ; and prudence enough to make no complaint of difobediencc.

6 rife
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rife at different heights out of the obfcurity : fome are nearly overfpread with it, fome

are checquered with a variety of tints, and others are illuminated down to their bafes.

The light is foftened oiF by the rotundity of the columns, but it fpreads in broad gleams

on the wall within them, and pours full, and without interruption, on the entablature,

diftindly marking every dentil. On the flatues which adorn the points of the pedi-

ment, a deep Ihade is contrafted to fplendor : the rays of the fun linger on the fides of

the temple long after the front is overcafl: with the fober hue of evening, and they tip

the upper branches of the trees, or glow in the openings between them, while the

fliadows lengthen acrofs the valley.

On the oppofite fide of this vale is the Lady's Temple, on an elevated fpot,

commanding the diRant views. Below is a fl;f*eam, over which is thrown a plain

wooden bridge. On another eminence, divided from this by a great dip, Hands a

large Gothic building, fitted up in that talte, and furniftied with fome very good
painted glafs.

The temple of Friendfliip is adorned with elegant marble bulls of fome whofe friend-

fhip did real honour to the noble owner.

The fcenes which have been mentioned arc the mofl remarkable, but though beautiful,

it muft be confefl'ed are inferior to the exquifite one which prefents itfelf from the

Gothic building atPain's-hill, in Surrey ; or to feveral which are found at Mr. South-

cote's, in that neighbourhood. In point of buildings, Stowe is unrivalled. The
number of them has been objefted to ; but the growth of the wood, by conceahng one

from another, every day weakens the objection. Each may be faid to belong to a

diftinft fcene ; and the magnificence and fplendor of them, joined to the elegance of

their conftrudlion, and blended with the variety and difpofition of the ground, will

always enfure the admiration and pleafure of the fpeftator*.

Leaving Stowe, fome (tarved firs and pines, on each fide the road, fliew how much
planters Ihould attend to the manner of executing their work, and the choice of the

kind of trees proper for the foil in which they are to be planted.

Pafs by Finmore, and another village, and come to Aynho, where is the feat of Mr.
Cartwright. Here was an hofpital built for the entertainment of poor and fick paffen-

gers in the time of Henry IL by the Claverings (then called Roger Fitz Richard, and

Roger Fitz Roger) who w^ere lords of the manor. It was v/ell endowed, and in 1484
was given by William earl of Arundell (then owner of the manor) to Magdalene- college,

Oxford, to which it (til! belongs ; but is now let out as a private houfef. Ralph Ne-
vill, of Raby, who died in the beginning of Edward III. married the daughter of John

de Clavering, and fcems to have had this eftate with her, as he obtained a charter for

a market and a fair at this place, but it was limited over to John de Clavering, in fee.

Yet his fon Ralph died feifedof the manor in 41 Edward IIIJ.

At the entrance of Aynho you crofs the Portway, one of the via viclnales leading

from ftation to flation ; it comes out of the Akeman-flreet, at Kirthngton, in Oxford-

ihirc, and is fuppofed by Dr. Plot to go to Vennonis, or Cleycefter, but by Morton, to

lead to Bcnnaventa, or Wedon, near which place is a gate called Portway-gate§. Ban-

bury, however, (Branavis) feems to be in its line of direction.

• The reader will not be difpleafed if he (hould find that in this account of Stowe, I have made confide-

rable ufe of a defcription given of it by one who was intimately acquainted with its beauties, the late Mr.
Whatcley.

f Bridge's Northamptonfliire, v. i. p. 141. J Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 252, 29J,
§ Morton's Nat. Hill,, of Northiimptonfhire, p. 50:.
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At this end of the village, turning on the right hand, is the road to Aftrop Wells,

which are about two miles ofF, a little beyond the village of King's Sutton (mentioned

before) in which parifh they are. The church has a fine fpire, rifmg from a tower,

the corners of which have been ornamented with pinnacles, but fome of them are broken

off. The well is in a bottom, and is chalybeate, poffefling great virtues in the flone,

gravel, dropfy, and the beginning of a confumption ; and the place has been formerly

much frequented, but is now out of fafhion. 1 he lodging-houfes are miferable.

Near the fpring an affembly-room was built by fubfcription fome years ago, and is ftill

ufed for that purpofe in the fummer by the neighbouring gentry. Dr. Short fays, na-

ture and art have combined to make this place a paradife of pleafure— I doubt it will

require a warm imagination to difcover in it any refemblance of what we fuppofe Para-

dife to be.

Come into the turnpike road from Oxford to Banbury, at Adderbury, where is a

feat of the duke of Buccleugh, in a bad country, and furrounded by execrable roads.

It once belonged to the earl of Rochefter, fo remarkable for the profligacy of the for-

mer part of his life, and for his fmcere contrition at his death. Here are quarries of

ftone very full of cockles.

Banbury, the Branavis of the Romans, ^"hofe coins have been often found here,

had a caftle built by Alexander, bifliop of Lincoln, in 1 125 ; a fragment of one of its

walls fupporting a cottage, ufed as a pefi;-houfe, is all that is left of it. Part of the

ditch is now the high road. A Roman altar was found here, and placed in a nich

under the fign of an inn, called from thence the Altar-ftone inn*. Some years ago it

was converted into a private houfe, and the altar was probably demolilhed. The
church was (with more propriety) built by the fame bifliop, who is fuppofed to have

been buried in the chancel, under a tomb on which is a mutilated figure, recumbent.

The remnants of two other figures in the chancel, faid to be thofe of judge Chamber-
lain and his wife, fliew the folly of fanaticifm in the lafl century. The puritans were
always numerous here ; Ben Jonfon makes one of thofe characters, Zeal-of-the-land

Bufy, a Banbury man ; and it is mentioned in other dramatic pieces, as their refort.

Camden fpeaks of it as famous for cakes and ale ; and when Holland tranflated his

Britaimia without his confent, played him a trick
;

getting at the printer, he changed

cakes and ale, into cakes and zeal, which alteration got Holland many enemiesf.

Round the wall on the outfide of the church are a number of carved heads of men and

animals'. The building being in great decay, was repaired in 1686, at the expence of

500I. by Dr. Fell, the munificent dean of Chrifl-church, and bifhop of Oxfordj.

The caftle was built, as before obferved, by Alexander, bifliop of Lincoln, foon

after his confecration, which was in 1 1 2 ^ ; and it continued to be one of the refidences

of the bifliops (occafionally, for they had ten houfes furnifhed in the diocefe, befides

one at Newark, and one at London) till bifliop Holbech, on his appointment, i Ed-
ward VL conveyed this and about thirty manors, to the king and his courtiers. By
the account of the endowment of this biflioprick, taken 26th Henry VIIL 1534, the

eflate here was valued as follows :

Banbury burgh - - . .

Banbury ballw. and hundred

Banbury prrepofit Caftri

/.
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The impropriation of the redlory and advowfon of the vicarage of Banbury, belonged

to a prebend in Lincoln cathedral, called the prebend of Banbury ; but in 1548 it was

furrendered to fir John Thynne, and dilfolved. The eflate was then reckoned of the

clear yearly value of 46I. 6s. 8d. and was afterwards given by Queen Elizabeth to the

biflioprick of Oxford, in exchange for other lands, being then valued at 49I. 18s. gd.

a year*.

After Edward IV. had obtained ponelTion of the throne, an infurreflion, which

began in YorkOiire araongfl the friends of the earl of Warwick (who was then in

France, in great difgufl; at Edward's marriage) had very nearly deftroyed him. The
leaders of it marched towards London, and were met near Banbury by the earl of Pem-
broke and Lord Stafford. The laitcr entered the town firft, and took poflcfTion of an

inn, which the earl chofe to have for himfelf, and ordered Stafford to quit ; Stafford

was fo fmitten with the charms of a pretty bar-maid whom he found here, that though

forced to obey, he did it very unwillingly, and retired out of the town with his men in

great difcontent. Their enemies foon heard of the quarrel, and fell on Pembroke's

troops early in the morning. Henry Nevill, one of their leaders, was taken and killed

in cold blood, which fo enraged the reft, that they fought with irrefiftible fury, and

taking the earl and his brothers prifoners, they revenged Nevill's death by inftantly

beheading them heref.

This place was made a borough by Queen Mai-y, in return for their adherence to

her againft Lady Jane Grey, and from that time they have fent one member to par-

liament
J.

After the battle of Edge-hill, the parliament had a ganifon of 800 foot and a troop

of horfe in the caftle, which was furrendered to the king in a few days after, and re-

mained in his hands till he gave it up, with other garrifons, to the Scotch general§.

The navigable canal intended to be carried from Coventry to Oxford, is brought to

this town, but is now at a ftand for want of money. About five miles from hence, in the

road to Southam, the canal is conveyed through a hill, by a tunnel three quarters of

a mile in length, with a towing path on the fide for horfes ; it is an exadl circle, worked

up with brick. There is a fulphur well here in the grounds of the Ram inn, and a

chalybeate, called Bloxham new well, about a furlong from the town, on the weil fide,

almoft clofe to the brook||.

Pafs by Wroxton Priory, now a feat of the earl of Guildford. It was founded by
Michael Belet, an ecclefiaftic in the reign of King John, for canons of the order of St.

Auoullin, valued in the furvey, 26th of Henry Vlil. at 78I. 13s. 42d^. It was the

eftate of fir Thomas Pope, founder of Trinity College, Oxford, and by him given to

that foundation ; of them it is held by the earl of Guildford, and is ufed by him as a

refidence, but whether there are any remains of the religious houfe, I do not know.

A little further is Upton, a hunting feat of Mr. Child, the banker; and juft beyond is

the inn at Edgehill. This hill is properly fo named, as, after palling a level country,

you come at once to the edge of a fteep hill, forming a natural tei-race, fome miles in

length. At the foot of this lies the vale of Red Horfe, fo called from the colour of

th§ earth, which is red, and from a rude figure of a horfe cut in the turf, on the fide

of the hill, and kept fcoured out. The origin of this is uncertain. It is fmaller than

the White Horfe, in Berks, not fo well fhaped, nor fo confpicuous. The fcouring is

ufually performed on Palm Sunday, the day on which the great earl of Warwick

• Willis's Cath. vol. iii. ^. p. 35, 140, 141, 4^7. f Rapin, vol. i. p, 606.

t Willis's Notilia, vol. iii. p. 41. § Rapin, vol. ii p. 462. || Short, vol. ii. p. 49.

% Diigdale Mon. v. i. p 1042, ^^^ ^"1. ii. p. 326.

Y Y 2 fought



348 bray's tour into DERBYSHIRE, &C.

fought the bloody battle of Towton, in Yorkfliire, in 146 1, when he killed his horfe

before the engagement determined to conquer or die. Mr. Wife conjectures it may

have reference to that circumftance. Some lands are held by the tenure of fcouring

it.

On the right hand of the inn, the hill extends about two miles ; and at the farther

end where it dips, King Charles I. went down from Edgcot, and met the parliament

forces, under the earl of Effex, which lay the ni^ht before at Keynton, a town in the

vale. Here was fought the firft battle, when Cromwell is faid to have behaved in a

manner far fhort of that courage which he afterwards exhibited ; and when Prince

Rupert, the king's nephew, prevented, by his inconfiderate purfuit, the gaining a com-

plete vittory. A pit, in which five hundred viclims of that day were buried, is marked

by a few fmall firs. Skulls, and remnants of weapons, have been often found.

Near this end of the hill, Mr. IMiller (whofe houie, called Radway, is below) has

built a tower and ruins, to imitate thofe of a decayed callle. The walk to this, along

the edge of the hill, commands an extenfive profpeft, but which becomes Hill more ex-

tenfive from the room at the top of the tower, to which you afcend by about fixty

fteps. The windows are ornamented vi'ith painted glafs, brought from different places
;

amongft which are the arms of England, of the Ifle of Man, and of the Stanley's, and
fome Scripture pieces. The ceiling is painted with the arms of the Saxon Kings, and

of feveral gentlemen in the neighbourhood. From this room are feen Warwick
caflle, Coventry fpires, the Wrekin in Shropfliire, and many other diftant objects.

Nearer to Warmington, is a camp of about 12 acres, of a fquare form, but rounded

at the corners, which Mr. Salmon, in his new furvey*, contends to be the Roman
ftation Tripontium, mentioned in the 6th iter of Antoninus. To make it agree with

that, he fuppofes Alceiter to be Ifanavatia, and Warwick, Bennones. He feems to

aflign good reafons for removing it from Towcefter, where Camden fuppofed it.

On the other fide the inn, at the diftance of about four miles, lies Compton Wyn-
yate, an old feat of the earl of Northampton, in whofe family it has been from at

leafl: the time of King John. The ride to it is on the fide of the hill, for about two
miles, and then into the rich, but dirty vale below. It is in a bottom, furrounded

with hills, and is an irregular houfe, built by fir William Compton, in the beginning

of the reign ofHenry VIII. with bricks brought from a ruinous old cafile at Fulbroke.

The chimneys are formed -in fpires and zig-zags. Over the gateway, in the entrance,

are the arms of France and England under a crown, with the griffin and greyhound
for fupporters, and on each fide a rofe under a crown

;
probably placed here on ac-

count of a vifit made by the king, which is further remembered by the arms of Eng-
land empaling thofe of Arragon, found in fome of the windows, (in which alfo are the

Compton arms and crefl) and by a gilt bedllead full of carving, faid to have been ufed

by the king when here. In the late general wreck, when this, with other of the earl's

houfes, was ftripped, and every thing fold by audtion, this bcddcad was bought by a
farmer's wife for fix guineas. Unhappy eftedl of a rage for parliamentary influence

and for gaming! Almoft equally delfruftive to the fortunes of the greatelt families,

the former is attended with the worfl confequcnces to fociety. A continued

debauchery, introduces a habit of idlenefs, rarely got rid of; a difregard and contempt
of the moft facred oaths, and a profligacy of manners, which fit the unhappy wretches

for the commiflion of every crime. Yet are thefc encouraged, without hefitation, by
our nobility and men of fortune, often, as in the prefent inftance, to their own ruin.

• Vol. ii. p 497, 5 to.

Strange
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Strange Infatuation ! that a man of education and reflexion, who would ftart at the com-

miflion of niofl: crimes, or even at the fuppofition of his being capable of them, Ihould,,

for the fake of a vote, fit on the bench an unconcerned fpeftator of the illiterate wretch

below, at his inftance, calling folemnly on the Almighty to attefl the truth of what they

both know to be a wilful and deliberate falfehood !

When this houfe was built, it is plain that the owner could not have a fingle idea

of the beauty arifing from a fituation commanding either diltant, or home views j

indeed our anceftors appear to have fcarce ever thought of them. But it flood in the

middle of a noble eftale, and was fufficient for the purpofes of a hofpitality which did

more real honour to the poiTeflbr, than the molt elegant modern feat, where that is

wanting.

This houfe was held for Charles I., and was befieged by Cromwell, the marks of
whole bullets ftill appear in the gates, and was at laft taken. The church (which
has been rebuilt) was entirely ruined during the fiege, and the family monuments de-

ilroyed.

Much has been written for and againfl: the utility of great farms ; but the argument
againft them, drawn from the confequent depopulation of the country, feems ftrongly

enforced by an inftance in this neighbourhood. At Chadfunt was a manfion-houfe,.

the feat of Mr. Newfam*, and ten farm-houfes on fo many farms, let all together at about

i'ool. a year. Not long fince this eftate was fold to lord Catherlough ; the ten farm-

houfes are pulled down, and all the lands and the manfion-houfe are let at loool. a
year to one farmer, who manages the bufmefs, as a grazier, with the help of two or
three fervants.

This was told me by my intelligent landlord at the inn, who mentioned the follow-

ing rife of provifions in his memory ; veal from id^. to 4d. a pound ; two fowls from
led. to 2s. pidgcons from lod. and i4d. a dozen to 3s. butter from 3d. and 4d. a
pound to yd. and gd. and cheefe from 17s. a hundred to 24s. The monopoly
of farms, however, is not the only caufe to which the rife of provifions may be af-

figned.

This lord Catherlough vi-as fon of the famous Mr. Knight, the cafliier and
plunderer of the South-Sea company in the year of their calamity : his lordlhip

built a tower in his grounds at Wotton, near Henley, in this county, and di-

refted that his body fiiould be buried there, and that thofe of his family who
were buried in a vault, fhould be taken up and depofited in the fame place, which was
done.

Mr. Ladbroke has a feat at Idlecot, bought by the late fir Robert, of the heirs of ba-
ron Legge.

In this neighbourhood is dug a blue flone, which becomes very hard, and is ufed for

barn floors, ovens, &c.

Leaving Edge-hill, go through Pillerton and Edington, and turning on the nghty
through Wellefburn and Barford, to Warwick. It is fomething round to go by Edge-
hill from Banbury to Warwick, but the road by Keynton is fo bad, that it would be
worth the additionable trouble, even if the profped from Edge-hill was out df the quef-

tion. From Edge-hill to Edington the road is tolerable ; from thence to Wellefburn,
very good and from thence to Warwick, excellent.

• A family deriving their origin from Temple Newfam, in Yorkihire, but fcr.ted here from about the
lime of Kenry VIII.

Warwick
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Warwick was a Roman flation, called Prqfidiim, or, according to Salmon, Ber.nO'

7JCS*. and is fituate on the banks of the Avon, and is a handfome, well-built town,

rifen with additional beauty from the ruins of a great fire, which, in 1 694, burnt great

part of the town, and deftroyed the church as far as the choir. A collcftion of i i,ccol.

was made by a brief, and Queen Anne added locol.; with this they rebuilt the body of

the church and the lleepkin a very handfome manner, the tower alone coding \6ool.

This tower is 1 17 feet to the battlements, and 25 feet more to the top of the pinnacles.

Near the battlements the arms of the different earls of Warwick are cut in ftone. It

was finiflied in 1704, as appears by an infcription on the tower.

This church was founded before the Conqueft, and was made collegiate by Roger de

Neuburgh, earl of Warwick, in 1123. 23 Henry I. Sir William Beauchamp, lord

Bergavenny, fuiifhed the ilately choir begun by his father, rebuilt the whole body of the

church, and was otherwife a munificent benefactor to it In this choir was at that

time a ftatue of the famous Guy ; but in 19 Richard II. 1395, ''"^ Sutton, a carver,

altered it, and cut on it the arms of the ancient carls of Warwick. Our lady's chapel

w^as begun by the executors of Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, in 21 Henry

VI., and perfefted, 3 Edward IV. This building, together with the magnificent tomb

for that earl (^inferior to none in England, except that of Htnry VII. in Weftminfter

Abbey) cod 248 il. 4s. 7di. a prodigious fum, if reckoned by the value of money in

thefe days. Some guefs as to the largenefs of it may be made from the comparative

price of an ox, and a quarter of bread corn, the former being then 13s. 4d. the latter

3s. 4dt. This chapel fortunately efcaped the fire, and in it are the monuments of

Ambrofe Dudley, earl of Warwick; Robtrt Dudley, earl of Leicefter, and of Robert,

his fon.

This collegiate church was diflblved 37 Henry VIII., and it was the fame year grant-

ed to the hihabitants of the town. The caltle, the ancient refidence of tlie earls of this

name, ftands on a rock, rifing from the edge of the river Avon, which falls in a cafcade

under the window of the great hall On the other fide the river is the park, but the

ground being mofily flat, and lying below the caftle, it does not appear to advantage;

the trees feem diminutive By whom this pile was built, is doubtful ; but the tower,

called Guy's tower, was the work of Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Wai'wick, in

the reign of Richard II, at the coft of 395I. 5s. 2d. The walls are ten feet

thick. . _
_

From the Bcauchamps, this eftate pafTed by an heirefs in the reign of Henry VI. to

Richard Nevill (fon and heir of Richard Nevill, earl of Salilbury,) on whom that

king conferred the title of carl of Warwick. This is the perfon who is called the fi^nut

earl of Warwick, and who had fo great a fliare in the contufions of thofe unhappy

times, fometimes taking part with the houfe of York, fometimcs with that of Lau-

cafler, and generally carrying fuccefs to the party whofc caufe he efpoufed.

The entrance into the caftle is under a gateway, between Guy's Tower on the right,

which is I 2 angled, and Cacfar's on tiie left, which is of three circular fcgmcnts, and

this leads into the great court. In this court is a flight of fteps up to a magnificent hall,

62 feet by 37, wainfcoted with the original oak, but which was ncceflariiy painted, as on

fitting up the room it was rendered of differeut colors by being planed. On the left of

this are the private apartments ; on the right is a fuite of rooms, all looking over the

river into the park, confifting of a mufic-room; a noble drawing-room, wainfcoted

with cedar ; a room lately ufcd for billiards, now fitted up as a drawing-room j a ftate

* V. ii. p. 497. -f
Diigd. Warw. v. i, p. 445,

bed-
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bed-chamber and a drefTing-rooni. This laft is at the end of the caftle, and looks into

the garden; in it are fevcral fmall portraits, amongfl which are thofe of Anna Bullen,

and her fifter ; and of fir Thomas More, by Holbein; prince Rupert, and prince Mau-
rice his brother, in armour, three quarters length, in one piece ; Francis, earl of Bed-
ford, the firlt duke of Bedford, and feme others. In the drawing-room are portraits of

prince IViaurice, Richard earl of Warwick, whole lengths; and others, by Vandyck,

^'c. /\nd over the chimney is that of Mr. Wortley Montague, in his Turkilh habit, by

Romney. The original of fir Philip Sydney is in the private apartments. Behind thefe

rooms is a paffage which leads to a neat chapel, in which is fome good painted glafs.

Out of the hall is a dining-room, 42 feet by 25, and 18 high, built by the prefent lord

in a fpace between the end of the chapel, and the flight of fteps from the great court.

At the upper end of this room is a whole length portrait of Frederick, late Prince

of Wales ; and at the lower end one of his princefs, with the princefs Augufta

in her arms ; and over the chimney a whole length of fir Fulk Greville, lord

Brooke.

In the porter's lodge they Ihew feveral things which are faid to have belonged to

the famous Guy, earl of Warwick ; fuch as his porridge-pot, his flefh-fork, his iron

fliield, breaft-plate, and fword; his horfe's head-piece, his walking-ftaiT 'which is nine

feet high, and w^hich they tell you was only two inches higher than I .irii'elf) a rib of

the dun cow, which he killed on Dunfmore-heath in this neighbourhood, .md i'^me other

things. AVhether they ever belonged to Guy or not, fome of them are oi ccnfiderable

antiquity, and the fword was reputed to have been his fo long ago as the year 1 400,
when Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, by his will, gave to his fon, and his airs

after him, the fword and coat of mail fometime belonging to the famous Guy '

; and
in 1 Henry VIII., that king granted the cuftody of his fword to one Hoggafon, yeoman
of his buttery, with a fee of i id, per diem for that fervicef, which was continued in

Oueen EHzabeth's timet.

James 1. granted this cadle to fir Fulke Greville, anceftor of the prefent earl ofWar-
wick, who laid out 2o,oool. in repairing and embellifliing it. The epitaph on his tomb
is no more than this; "Fulke Greville, fervant to Oueen Elizabeth, counfellor to King
James, and friend to fir Philip Sydney."

Near the caftle, towards the north eaft, was a place fenced with ftrong ftone walls,

called the Vineyard ; in 3 Henry IV. by the bailft''s accounts, wages were given to fom«
women for gathering grapes there during the fpace of five days§. Whether this fruit

was what we now underltand by the name of grapes, has been a fubje£t of much de-

bate.

The Priory here was begun by Henry de Neuburgh, firft earl of Warwick, after the
Conqueft, and finilhed by earl Roger, his fon. On the furvey 26 Henry VIII., it was
valued at no more than lol. ids. 2d. above reprifes, and was diffolved the next year.

In 38 of that king it was granted to Thomas Hawkins, alias Filher, who pulled down
the old building to the ground, and built a very fair houfe, which he called Hawk's-
ncft. His fon fold it to fir John Puckei-ing, fince which it has palled to the family of
Wife||, and has regained its old name of the Priory. Stukeley fays, that two galleries,

part of the original building, remain.

About a mile and half beyond Warwick, in the road to Coventry, is a houfe of the
late Mr. Greethead, built on the edge of a high, perpendicular rock, at the foot of

* Dugd. War. v. i". p. 403. -} Ibid p. 428. | Peck's Delidcrata Curiofa, b. ii. p. iS.

§ Dugd. Warw. v. i. p. 428.
|| Dugd, Warw. v. i. p. 454.

which
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w hich flows the Avon, in a bend round a meadow. This place is called Guy's Cliff,

from a tradition that he fpent the latter part of his life in retirement here, in a cave

fcooped out of the rock, which is Ihcwn. It was anciently the refidence of fome her-

mits, who had a fmall chapel ; a chaunti7 was afterwards founded by one of the earls

of Warwick, and well endowed. It dcferves the notice of antiquarians, if for no other

rcafon, for having been the abode of the celebrated antiquary, John Rous, who was one

of the chauntery priefls, and here wrote his Cbronicon de Regibus.

iProceed to Kenilworth, a long, fcattering town, where the augud ruins of the

caflle, afford the mod ftriking inftancc of the inltability of human affairK! This place,

the abode of barons, little lefs powerful than kings ; which fo long refilled all the

llrength of Henry III., and which was at laft fubdued rather by ficknefs and famine, than

by the fuperior force ot the royal army ; which fUU retained its importance, and in the

handsof Elizabeth's favourite, Leicelter, exceeded moit of the royal habitations in

magnificence ; and which, from the thicknefs and flruclure of the walls, feemed to bid

defiance to time itfelf, is now only a picturefque heap of ruins. Of the apartments,

once graced with the prefence of that queen, and of her court, with all the fplendour

T.'hich the princely owner could exhibit to entertain fuch a company, nothing but frag-

ments of the bare walls remain ! The Lake, which flowed more than loo acres, is va-

nifhed ! The only habitable part is a part of the gateway, filled with the family of a

dirty, flovenly farmer, in one of whofe chambers is an alabafter chimney-piece,

with the letters R. L. carved thereon ; once the ornament of a far different apart-

ment.

There was a caflle here before the Conqueft, which was demoliflied in the time of

Canute, but another was built by Geoffry do Clinton, chamberlain and treafurer to

Henry L, this foon came into the hands of the crown. Henry III., granted it to Simon
de Mountfort, earl of Leicefler, who held it againit the king in the great infurrecfion

of the barons; and, after he was killed in the battle of Evefham, it was fo gallantly

defended by Henry de Haftings, whom he had appointed governor, that the king could

not get poftefTion, till ficknefs and want of provifions compelled the garriibn to lurren-

der. The king then gave it to his fbn Edmund, earl of Leicefler and I.ancaftcr.

In the time of Edward I. was held here an alTembly of i oo knights, and as many
ladies, headed by Roger Mortimer. The knights entertained the ladies in the morning

with tilting and martial tournaments, and in the evening with dancing. It is mentioned

as extraordinaiy, that on this occafion the ladies were clad in filken mantles. They
called themfelves of the Round Table, to avoid contention about precedency.

In this place the unhappy Edward II. was kept prifoner, and here made the refigna-

tion of his crown (if it may be called a refignation) to his fon, Edward III.

By a daughter and heirefs of the Lancafter family, it paffed to John of Gaunt,

fourth fon of Edward III. created duke of Lancafter, who, about the end of the reign

of Richard II., began the ancient buildings now remaining, except Ca;far's Tower.

Henry, his fon, becoming king, it continued in the crown, till Queen Elizabeth granted

it to Robert, lord Dudley, earl of Leicefler. Charmed with the fituation, he laid out

6o,'-ool. on the buildings, and in inlargingthe park; an amazing fum in thofe days! He
gave a mofl fplendid entertainment here to the queen and her court, at wnich were in-

troduced every amufement of the times ; aiuongfl them bear-baiting was not forgot*.

A regatta was exhibited on the lake.

* Dugd. Warw. v. i. p. 236, and fcq.

10 The



BRAV's TOUR INTO DERBYSHIRE, S:C. 353

The ftory of this earl's concealed marriage, and of the confequ^nt misfortunes of

his noble and accompliflied fon, fir Robert Dudley, arc well known.
After that mofl iniquitous court, the Star Chamber, had ftiflcd the proceedings which

fir Robert had inftituted to prove his mother's marriage, and his own legitimacy, he

refoived to qflit the kingdom ; but, as in thofe arbitrary days, he could not do it with-

out the king's licence, (James I.) he applied for, and obtained it. His eflatc however,

mutilated as it was, was a tempting bait ; he was ordered to return, and not obeying

the mandate, was profecuted in the Star Chamber, and eafily found guilty, upon which

this place was feized into the king's hands. The magnificence of the fituation became

the objeft of prince Heory's wifli. A propofal was made to purchafe it ; commiffioners

were fent to make a furvey, with fpecial directions to find all things under their true

worth. How well they obferved their orders, may be feen from their report of the va-

lue, which they made to be about 38,0001. though from their return it appears, that

the caftle flood on feven acres of ground, was in perfed repair, fit to receive his ma-
jelly, the queen, and prince, at one time ; that the value of the woods amounted to

2o,oool. and that the circuit of the caftle, manors, parks, and chace, lying round it,

together contained 19 or 20 miles. Out of this 38,0001. 10, cool, was to be dedufted

as a fine for fir Robert's contempt in not appearing to the fummons ; the wood
(which though confefled worth 2o,ocol. they had valued at no more than i2,oool.)

was alfo to be deduded, becaufe fir Robert's lady had a jointure therein, and if (ha

outlived him, might fell it. After thefe defalcations, the prince mofl: generoufly offered

to give for this eftate, the like of which for ftrength, ftate, and pleafure, they fay was
not to be found in England, the fum of 14,500!*.

Sir Robert knew too well what he had to expeft from the juftice of James, or his

courts, and having determined never to return to England, agreed to accept that mo-
ney. The conveyances were executed, though no more than 3000I. was paid at the

time, (and which, by the failure of the merchant who was to remit it, never came to

his hands) and the prince dying foon after, he never received any part of the remain-

der ; and yet prince Charles had no fcruple of confcience about taking poffeflion, as

heir to his brother ; nay, in his patent (when king) creating fir Robert's mother Duch-
efs of Dudley, he recognizes the whole tranfaftionf.

Perhaps a fironger proof of the ineftimablebleffings of a government bylaw, and of a

trial by jury, can hardly be found j and the aboUtion of fuch a court, feems cheaply

purchafed by all the misfortunes and temporary confufion occafioned by the ftruggles

againft it in the time of this Charles.

The hiftory of this family of Dudley, affords matter for other refleflione. Edmund
Dudley defcended, or claiming fo to be, from a younger fon of the lords Dudley, became
one of the great inftruments of opprelTion under which the people groaned in the time

of Henry VII., and was at laft given up to their refentments, together with Empfon, and
executed. His eftate, however, was rdlored to his fon, who getting into great favour

with Henry VIII., and Edward VI., was created vifcount L'lfle, earl of Warwick, and
duke of Northumberland. Infatiable in his ambition, he contrived to ruin the duke of
Somerfet and lord Thomas, his brother, uncles to Edward VI., and marrying his fourth

* Dugd. Bar. V. 1". p. 224.

t Dugd. Bar. V. ii. p. 225. Some original letters relativ; to this matter, (one of which is figned by
Prince Henr^-) are now at the Board of Green Cloth, St. James's; but though the failure in payment
is fo fully recognized by the letters patent, yet in an account of the prince's debts (now i.\ that office)

the money remaining due on this account is llated to be no more than 3910I. with 327!, for cliarges.
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fon to lady Jane Seymour, induced that prince to appoint her his fucceflbr ; but here
ended his career. IVIary prevailing, he was beheaded. On Elizabeth's acceflion, the
good fortune of the family feemed to return ; his cldefl fon was reflored to the titles of
L'lfle and Warwick, and his fecond fon made carl of Leicefter ; but this funfhine was
not of long continuance. The eldefl fon died without iffue, and Robert, often in dif-

grace, and under flrong fufpicions of the moft atrocious aftions, died without leaving
any child, except the unfortunate fir Robert, above-mentioned. Thus this family, rifmff
upon iniquity, and in the courfe of about 50 years attaining almofl: to royalty itfelf in
nearly as fhort a time fet in obfcurity.

Whilft this caflle was in the hands of the crown, there was a conftable ap-
pointed, with a fee of 16I. is. 4d. and a keeper of the park, with a fee of 4I. i is. -jd.

a year*.

Charles afterwards granted this caftle to the earl of Monmouth
; but Oliver gave it

to feveral of his officers, who demolifl-ied the buildings, drained the great pool, cut down
the woods, deftroyed the park and chace, and divided the lands into farms amonfffl
themfelves.

On thereftoration, Charles II. granted anew leafeto the earl of Monmouth's daugh-
ters, and aftervvardsgave the inheritance to Lawrence, lord Hyde, whom he created baron
of Kenilworth, and earl of Rochefter ; from him it has defcended to the lady of lord
Hyde, lately created earl of Clarendon, who has given diredions that what remains of
the buildings fhould be carefully preferved from further damage.

Here was alfo a monaflery for black canons of the order of St. Auguftin, founded by
Geofry de Clinton when he bulk the callle. At a furvey taken 26 Henry VIII. it was
valued at 533I. 15s. 4d. three years after it was furrendered, and the fite granted by the
king to fir Andrew Flamok, whofe grand-daughter and heir carried it in marriage to
to John Colbourn, efq. and he having bought fome horfes ftolen out of the earl of Lei-
cefter's flable here (or pretended fo to be) was fo frightened by the earl, that he was glad
to make his peace by giving it up to him on very eafy termsf.

In this village is a manutafture of ivory and horn combs, and horn for lanthorns in
which about 32 men are employed.

The farmers hereabouts begin to be fenfible of the propriety of hoeing turnips but
cannot yet prevail on themfelves to do it thoroughly.

Proceed to Coventry, an old ill-built town. It was made a corporation in 1 8 Edward
III., the walls round the town were begun to be built in 29 Edward III. (1355) and
•were demolilhed after the civil war in the lafl century. The magnificent and beautiful
church of St. Michael was founded about 1133, and given to the monks of Coventry
by Ranulph, earl of Chefler. The fteeple, as it now (lands, was begun in 1373, and
finlflitd in 1395, by William and Adam Botoner, who expended lool. a year on it

:

the fpire was added by two fillers, Ann and Mary Botoner, who alfo built the middle
aifle in 1434- The tower is 136 feet three inches high ; on that is an oftagonal pnfm
of 32 feet fix inches, fupported by eight fpringing arches ; from the pinnacles within
the battlements of the oftagon iffues a fpire, eight fquarc, each of them eight feet at the
bafo, 1 30 feet nine inches high, making the whole height 300 feet. The whole length
of the church is 293 feet nine inches, and the breadth, coniifting of five aifles, 127 feet.

The middle aifle is 50 feet high
J.

• Defid. Cur. b. ii.p. 18.
-J-

Dugd. War. >. i. p. 237. 242.
% Dugd. Warw. v. i. p. 140.
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The priory was founded by earl Leofric, in 1043, and flood on a defcent below the

church-yard of St. Michael and the Trinity, (which two churches fland very near to-

gether in one inclofure) but is now totally deftroyed, with its church, though the

bifhop pleaded ftrongly with Cromwell to have had the church prefcrved, alledging

that it was his principal fee and head church. Willis, in his hiftory of mitred abbies,

printed in 1718, fays, he thinks that Lichfield cathedral was built in imitation of this ;

that at the entrance into the clofe where this church flood, at the wefl end, there was
a large arch which led to it out of the oat-market, and which then lately fell down

;

that not far from thence was flill ftanding the lower part of a great tower or fleeple,

part of the wefl front, then converted into a dwelling-houfe ; that on the fouth-fide,

next the two church-yards, flood a lefTer tower, which had been demolifhed about 20
years before he wrote ; that the foundations of the church were dug up about 50 years

before, and the fite turned into a bowling-alley, afterwards into a garden, as it then

was ; that the chief habitation of the monks was alfo turned into gardens, and that

feveral apartments were fuppofed to be buried under ground, as appeared by the door-

cafes then vifible at the end of the buildings next the river*. On the furvey of Henry
VIII. it was valued at 731 1, igs. 5d. but dedufting penfions, at 499I. 7s. 4d. clear,

and was furrendered in his 30th year. On digging foundations for houfes, they have

found the old cloyflers, and fome other ruins, with many grave flones. Some years

ago fome coffins were found, amongfl which were two, fuppofed to be thofe of Leofric

and Godivaf. Stone coffins have been often dug up (one in 1780) but without any
infcriptions.

Soon after the conqueft, Coventry, Lichfield, and Chefler, were included in one
diocefe ; the feat was removed from Lichfield to Chefter, but Robert de Limefy ob-

tained the cuflody of this monaflery, and removed from Chefler hither, when the

name of abbot was fupprefl, and a prior had the rule under the bifhop, and fat in par-

liament|. Many biffiops who refided here, filled themfelves of Coventry only ; but

afterwards an agreement was made, that this and Lichfield fhould choofe their bifhop

alternately, and make one chapter, and precedency in flile fhould be given to Co-
ventry. Lichfield, however, feems to have now obtained the precedence, being gene-

rally named firft.

The biffiop had formerly a palace at the fouth-eafl corner of the cathedral church,

facing the north-eafl corner of St. Michael's church-yard. It has been long fince de-

ftroyed, but in 1647, ^ roean houfe in that place was fold by the name of the palacej.

The Grey Friers, or Friers Minors, efcaped the diffolution of the lefler houfes in 27
Henry VIII. (perhaps becaufe they had no lands) but was furrendered in the 30th year

of his reign, and demollffied, except the fplre of their church (built about the time of
Edward III.) which now remains. The fite of the houfe was granted to the corpo-

ration.

The White Friers had a houfe built for them by fir John Poultney, (four times lord

mayor of London) in 16 Edward III. x 342II, but had no lands, and were not furrendered

till 30 Henry VIII^. The houfe was granted to fir Ralph Sadler, In 36 Henry VIII.

andfoon after bought of him by Mr. Hales, who alfo purchafed of the king St. John's

hofpital and church, and divers lands belonging to the priory and other religious houfes

* Mitred Abbies, v. i. p. 70. f Stukeley, Itin. Cur. v. ii. p. 18. 2r.

:}: On the introduAion of monks into a cathedral, the bifhop was looked upon in place of the abbots and
kis fubflitute was termed a prior.

§ Stukeley, Itin. v. ii. p. 21. H Leland, v. iv. p. 57. % Dugd. War. y. i. p. 180.
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here. He refided in the houfe of the White Friers, and maintained a fchool In the

choir of their church, (having obtained a licence to found a fchool,) but fome of the

magiftrates of the town finding that the church was not included in the patent, applied

to Queen Mary, and obtained licence to make it a parifli-church*, and obliged him to

remove the fcholars, which he did to St. John's hofpital. After, this they diilurbed

him in pofleffion of the lands fo purchafed by him, under pretence of their being

granted to found a fchool ; this treatment made him lay afide a defign which he had

formed of eflablifliing a college in this city, like thofe at Weltminfter and Eton. He,
however, kept up the fchool as long as he lived, and by his will, in 15 Elizabeth, left

an eflate of the then yearly value of 43I. to the mayor, bailiffs, and commonalty, to

maintain it, allotting to the mafter the manfion- houfe of the late mafter of St. John's

hofpital, and sol. a year ; to the ulher a houfe within that hofpital, and lol. a year;

an allowance for a mufic-mafter, and for repairs of the houfes, and the furplus to be

for the mafter and ufher. This eftate is now improved to 150I. a year, or more ; and

in 1733, the mafter's ftipend was increafed to 50I. a year, the ufher's to 33I. 13s. 4d.

What becomes of the furplus does not appearf.

The crofs, once fo famous, is now entirely deftroyed. It was built on the fpot

where one had formerly ftood ; was begun in 1541, and finifhed in 1544, by a dona-

tion of fir William Holleys, lord mayor of London, fon of Thomas HoUeys, of Stoke,

near this city, anceftor of the Holles's, earls of Clare. It was fix fquare, each fide

feven feet at the bafe, diminifhing in three ftories, 57 feet high. There were 18

niches furniflied with ftatues, fome of which were brought from the White Friers.

The pillars, pinnacles, and arches, were enriched with ftatuary carving, the arms of

England, of the founder, and of the trades and companiesj.

St. Mary Hall, on the fouth of St. Michael's church, was ufed by the feveral guilds

for their feafts, and now for holding the affizes, &c. Dugdale fays, it appears to

have been built in the time of Henry VI. A good deal of the painted glafs in the

windows ftill remains, but much defaced by the iynorant glaziers, who in repairing it

from time to time, have reverfed and mifplaced the arms, &c. Here is an ancient

wooden chair, faid to be that in which King John was crowned ; fome armour, ufed

in their yearly procefTion, in memory of lady Godiva ; a picture of that fair lady on
horfeback; fome portraits of kings and queens, of fir Thomas White, Mr. Jeflbn, and
fome other perfons.

This fir Thomas White, in 1542, gave the corporation 1400I. which was laid out in

the purchafe of lands, late parcel of the priory, of the yearly value of 70I. and the

fame were fettled on them in truft, to give 24I. a year to 1 2 poor men, and to lend

4cl. a year to induftrious young men of Coventry, to enable them to fet up in trade

;

after a period of 30 years ; the towns of Northampton, Lcicefter, Nottingham, and
Warwick, were to have a fum of 40I. for the fame purpofe, in rotation. Thefe towns

received the 40I. in their turns, but knew nothing of great improvements made in the

eftate till about 1692, when it was accidentally difcovered by the corporation quarrelling

amongft themfelves about the divifion of it, and notice was given to the other towns by
the baililTof the eftate, and one who had been difmifled from the office of clerk of the

council-houfe. A bill in chancery was filed againft the corporation, but it was feveral

years before tljey could get at the real ftate of the bufincfs, or the true value of the

• The church was afterwards fold and pulled down, and the materials employed to build Mr. Bough,
ton's houfe at Cauftniv, near Rugby, in this county.

f Account of the charities given to Covsntry, p. 72. t I^ugd. War. v. i, p. 142.

lands.
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lands. In 1705 they difcovcred that the rents amounted to near 800I. a year, befides

fines for renewals ; but four years afterwards it was found, that the clear rents were
about 930I. a year ; and a decree was made in 1710, that the corporation fliould ac-

count for more than 2000I. which they had received. "VVhilft this was carrying on,

the corporation tampered with the other towns, and made a private agreement with

thorn to put an end to the fuit on receiving a fmall proportion of what was due ; but

the ftory beginning to be known, and it being found that the corporation let long

leafes to their own members and families at fmall rents, fome public fpirited gentle-

men filed an information on behalf of the poor, to fet aOde the agreement, and to

have the encreafed rents applied in augmentation of the original donations. This was
done accordingly, and it was decreed, thatinftead of 241. annually divided between 12

men, 243I. 3s. fhould be divided between 61 men, 4I. a piec^ to 60 of them, and 3I.

3s. to the odd one, and that eight men lliould each have a loan of 50I. The corpo-

ration did not relifli this at all, and the 2030I. could not be got from them ; where-

upon the court ordered that the eflate fhould be conveyed to the honourable William

Bromley, efq. and other gentlemen of the neighbourhood, and a fequeftration iflued

againft the corporation eftates (upwards of 700I. per armiini) to levy the 2000I. The
money was at laft raifed by fale of part of their eftates ; and then, in 1722, they ap-

plied to the court of chancery to have the truft eftates re-conveyed to them. This was
oppofed by the new trultees, and by the towns of Northampton, Leicefter, and War-
wick, on the ground of the great abufes committed by the corporation, and that there

were at that time feveral pcrfons amongft them who were concerned in the abufes, and
others who were privy in them; the chancellor, however, in 1725, thought fit to

order a re-conveyance, the feveral charities being augmented as by the former decree,

and the corporation are now in poffeflion of the eftate.

Befides this, fir Thomas White gave the town a further fum, to pay 40I. a year to

two fellows of St. John's college, in Oxford, fons of freemen of this city ; which col-

lege had been founded by him, or rather re-founded, after being quite gone to decay

on its original foundation by archbifliop Chichele.

This man of charity gave a further fum of lool. a year to 24 other towns in England,

to be received in rotation, and lent to induftriows young men, to aflift them in their

fetting out in the world*. This was a mode of charity much in faftiion in thofe days,

and in the beginning of the next century ; highly benevolent in its intention, it aftifted

the deferving and ufeful members of the community in that part of their lives when
affiftance would be moft ferviceable ; and laying a foundation on which many ample
fortunes have been built, it enabled them in their turns to exercife a benevolence which
would be naturally excited by a recolledion of that to which they owed their abihty. In

thefe days, however, it is too liable (in borough towns efpecially) to great abufes.

Mr. Jeflbn, above-mentioned, gave the town 2000I. with which an eftate in Glou-
cefterftiire was bought, the rents ot which are to be applied in putting out apprentices,

diftributing bread, &c. and to lend 20I. a year to poor tradefinen. There are other

charities to a large amount.

In 1768 an aft of parliament was paffed for making a navigable canal from hence to

communicate with that which was carrying on to join the I'rent and the Merfey, and
the next year another aft was pafled to make a canal from hence to Oxford.

Thefe were noble undertakings, which promifed to be of the greateft fervice to the

country j but ufeful as they were, they met with violent oppofition. Amongft the ob-

* Ipfwich charities.

7 je«Sions
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jeclions to the latter, it was urged in tlie Houfe of Commons, that it would injure the

Newcaftle coal trade, that great nurfery of feamen, on which our naval ftrength fo

much depends, by enabling Oxford and the neighbourhood to buy pit-coal cheaper

than they could do fea-coal ; fo far will people go for an argument to anfwer a prefent

purpofe ! Private intereft:, and perhaps private pique, unfortunately contributed to

impede the work. The fubfcribers to the two canals could not agree on the place

where they Ihould join, and they are carried on in nearly a parallel line for a confi-

derable length ; this has contributed to exhauft their money without any ufe. The
former is carried no further than about Atherftone, and feems at a Hand ; the latter

has reached Banbury, as mentioned before, but the expence has already fo greatly ex-

ceeded the eftimate for the whole, that it is feared it will not foon be completed. Its

being carried clofe to the town of Banbury, is faid to have been attended with a great

additional cofl:, which would have been much more ufefully employed in extending

it farther. It is alfo faid that it Ihould have commenced at another place, nearer Bir-

mingham, where much better coals would have been got. The coft has been more
than 2oo,oool. of which 150,0001. was fubfcribed, 505O00I. borrowed fmce, and a debt

of fome thoufands outftanding.

Near Bedworth is a coal-mine of fir Roger Newdigate (whofe feat is not far off),

from which he has made a cut to communicate with the navigation. He has here a

wheel of 36 feet diameter, which throws out the water and draws up the coals at the

fame time. In the coal-mines here it is faid, that large toads have been often found in

the folid coal*.

Come to Nuneaton, a town fo named from a nunnery of the order of Fontevrault,

(in Poiftiers) founded by Robert Boffu, earl of Leicefter, before 1161. In the houfes

of this order beyond fea, there were religious men as well as women, but fubjefl; to

the government of the abbefs or priorefs. This petticoat government feems to have

been difliked in England, as there were only two more houfes of this order in the king-

dom, and there is no exprefs account of any monk in any of them, but only of a prior at

Nuneatonf. The earl's wife became a nun, and died here. By the furvey, 26 Henry VIII.

it was valued at 290I. i fs.f and was furrendered in the 3 ift of that king, and granted to

fir Marmaduke Conftable, who is buried in the churchj, under a monument which was
once a handfome one, but is now much defaced. In a field at the end of the town, going

towards Atherftone, (on the left) are fome remains of the nunnei-y ; one arch is yet {land-

ing, but nothing more than the hewn ftone is left at the top, and there are fome frag-

ments of walls. One arch lately fell down.

I did not take the direft road to Hinckley, but went towards Atherftone, in order to

vifit Manceter, a confiderable Roman ftation. The village is about three miles from

Nuneaton ; in the way to it pafs over a hill, from the top of which is a good profped:.

The church ftands on an eminence, which Dr. Stukeley fays, feems to have been a

camp, having been intrenched very deeply. Near it is a neat hofpital. On the left of

the church is Oldbury, a large fquare fort of 30 acres, on a high hill, from whence

is a very extenfive view. Flint axes of the Britons, about four inches and an half

broad, have been found near this place. Mr. Okeover has a feat here, which he is

rebuilding in the area of the camp. The old houfe was a cell to the nunnery of

Polefworth. Other camps, called Shugbury, Arbury, and Borough, arc fecn from,

hence §.

• Itin. Cur. vol. ii. p. 19. f Burn's Eccl. Law, vol. ii. p. 54.
± Dugd. VVarw. vol. ii. p. 1066. § Itin. Cur. vol. ii. p. 20.

When
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When you have pafTed through the turnpike, a little lane on the right leads down
into tlic AVatling-ftrcct, were, taking the right again, you crofs the river Anker,
(in its way from Nuneaton to Tamworth) and prefently afterwards go through the

old Roman city, which lies on both fides the road, partly in Lciceflerfhire, part-

ly in Warwickfliire. The field in the former is called Oldfield-banks, in the lat-

ter, Caftle-banks. It is 600 feet long, 200 broad on each fide the road. Great
flones, mortar, Roman bricks, iron, and many coins of brafs and filver, and fome
of gold, have been dug up here *. A bridge was building over the river when I was
there f.

Continue on the Watling-ftreet till near Hinckley, when you come into the turnpike

road, which leads direftly from Nuneaton thither.

Hinckley is a market townjuft within the borders of Leicefterfliire, formerly diflin-

guifhed by a caftle, a large park, and a priory ; now by the more humble, but much
more ufeful, employment of the ftocking-frame, of which about looo are here em-
ployed. The caflle was built by Hugh de Grantmefnil, who came into England vi'ith

William I. it flood near the eaft end of the church, but has long been entirely demo-
lifhed. A good modern houfe, belonging to Mr. Hurft, is buiit on part of the fite.

The park has been difparked many years. In 1755, in a field near the Holy-well, fix

nobles of gold of Edward III. were found, two of which are in the hands of Mr. Whal-
ley, of Hinckley.

The office of fleward of England was given to this Hugh on his marriage, and made
an hereditary office. It defcended from him to his grandfon Hugh, who held the

honor of Hinckley by that fervice
J.

His grandfon died, leaving two daughters only,

the eldefl: of whom married Robert Blanchmains §, earl ofLeicefter, and carried this

eflate to him. His fon left two lifters, his coheirs, one of whom married the great

Simon de Montfort, who was created earl ofLeicefter in 1206, and pofielTed this honor
and high ftewardftiip. He, taking part with the French againft King John, was ftrip-

ped of his honors and eftate ; the latter were given to Randolph, earl of Chefter, but
the king retained the high ftewardftiip ; nor would Henry III. reftore that when he gave
back his other honors and eftates to his fon. The firft Hugh de Grantmefnil founded
here a priory of canons aliens, belonging to the abbey of Lira, in Normandy

|| ; this

houfe was fupprefled by Henry V. amongft many other alien priories ^. A houfe
called the Priory, or the Hall, on the fouth fide of the church-yard, ftands on the

fite of it ; what is now converted into feveral rooms, is in memory to have been
one large hall. The centre was rebuilt in the year 1715, by Mr. Gerard, then
owner, but the wings, are of much older date. The garden is now made into a bowl-
ing-green.

On a mantle-piece in the kitchen is a ftrange ornament in a kind of baked clay, which
tradition has erroneoully called the " arms of three monks ;" but a fecond, with more
probability, calls them the figns of three houfes, the Eagle and Child, the Rofe, and

* Itin. Cur. vol. li. p. 20.
-f 1779.

'\. Cafe of lady Willoughby, of Erefby, claiming the ofBce of great chamberlain.

§ Mr. Nichols, in his hiftory of Hinckley, p. 9, gives an ingenious and probable folution of the origin

of this nick-name of Blanchmains ; he fuppofes it might be derived from the vvhi e fcurf of the leprofy,

then a very common difeafe, rather than from the beauty of iiis lumds, cfpecially as his fon William was fa

infefted with that malady, that he founded an hofpltal for it in Leiceller, the common fcal of which hof-
pital was lately found at Saffron Walden, in Eiftx. I fhould add, that if the name was given on account
of the delicate colour of his hands, it was probably given in ridicule of what, in tiiofe days of hardihood,
would be confideredasan effeminacy

; but effeminacy was not his charader.

H Nichols's Hinckley, p. g. f Burton's Leicefter, p. 123.

Bull's
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Bull's Head, Mhicli were defigned for the reliefof pilgrims travelling through Hinckley,

who were to receive a night's lodging, and fomething the next morning to help them
forward on their journey *.

The priory pofleffed about 214 acres of land here; and not many years ago, on a

trial about tythe, a monk from the abbey of Lira was brought over, and produced the

original grant. This land and the church were given by Henry VIII. to the dean and

chapter of Weflminfler, who are the prefcnt owners.

About five ilnles from Hinckley the battle was fought which placed the crcfwn on
the head of Henry VII., and which is commonly called the battle of Bofvvorth, but

Sutton-field was the fcene of it. Sir Reginald Bray, indefatigable in the fervice of

the earl of Richmond, is faid to have found Richard's crown in a thorn bulh, the

memory of which was preferved by a painting on glafs in his houfe at Steane in Nor-
thamptonfliire, which remained when Mr. Bridges collefted the notes for his hiftory of

that county, if it is not ftill there. In his arms was added a thorn, with a crown in

the middle t« The name of Crown-hill, which a place in the field ftill retains, feems

to refer to this ftory ; though commonly faid to be the fpot from which the earl ha-

rangued his army, there is more probability that it got its name from this circumftance.

Senfible of the fervices and of the abilities of fir Reginald, Henry beftowed on him

high honors and employments, and Steane was one of the eftates with which that king

very munificently rewarded an attachment which continued unaltered to the time of his

death. It will be allowed me to repeat with pleafure, that in this fituation, and in a reign

the favorites of which are not generally well fpoken of, his integrity procured him
from hiftorians the charafter of, " a very father of his countr)% a fervent lover of juf-

tice, and one who would often admonifli the king when he did any thiag contrary to

right J." Nor is it lefs to his honor, that notwithfianding he took a liberty fo feldom

allowed, he never loft the favor of the king during the I'j years of his reign in which

he lived.

In Stokefield, befwcen Hinckley and Sutton, money has been lately found, fuppofed

to have belonged to fome who fell in that battle. The coins were fold to Mr. Warden,
a mercer at Nuneaton.

A greajt variety of curious foflils and petrifa£lions have been found of late in a gravel-

pit, about a mile from the town, in the road to Derby. Mr. Wells, of Burbach, and

Mr. John Robinfon, of Hinckley, have formed collections of them. Near the town is a

fpot from whence 50 churches may be counted §.

Lciceflerfhirc has not many gentlemen's houfes of note in it, and not many
matters of curiofity, but has much rich pafture, and feeds great numbers of cattle and

fheep.

Go through Earl's Shilton, on the left of which is thefeat of lord vifcount Wentworth,
and afterwards pafs by Toolcy Park, in Leland's time belonging to the king ||,

lately

purchafed of Mr. Boothby by Mr. Dodd.
A little before coming to Leiccftcr, crofs the Roman fofs way, and on the left of the

bridge, at the entrance of the town, fee the arch over the river which Richard III. pafled

in his way to Bofworth. It is entire, but is not now ufcd, a wall being built acrofs

one end of it ^.

* Nichols's Hi{lory of Hinckley, p. ^3. f Bridges's Northamptonniire, p. 197.

X Amoie particular accoiiii: of lir Reginald is in tlic fcconj vol. of the new edition of the Biographia

Britannica.

§ Hiflory of Hinckley, p. 66. || Ilii), vol. i. p. 17.

^ A view of it is engraved in Peck's Dcfid. Curiola.

Leicefter
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Lclcefler is a place of great extent, being near a mile fquare, but the entrance from

every quarter is difgraced by dirty mud walls. The market-place, however, is large and

fpacious, with a handfome building in it belonging to the corporation, where tiiey have

their feafts, and where mufic meetings and aflemblies are held. The town hall is mean,
and in an obfcure fituation.

It is a very old town, where Camden fixes the Rata Coritanorum of the Romans, of

whom there are many traces found here. The old building, called Jewry Wall, at

the weft end of St. Nicholas church-yard, is fuppofed by Mr. Burton, to be part of a

temple ofJanus ; this opinion has been controverted, though the antiquity is not quef-

tioned, and the number of bones of oxen dug up here, feem plainly to fliew that it

has been a place of facrifice. The common name given to it, from the finding thofe

bones, is Holy Bones. The length of it is about 28 yards, the height about nine

;

it is built of layers of rough foreft flone, and brick or tile, the bricks of various

fizes; fome have been found to be 18 inches long, 15 broad, and two thick, the

mortar between the bricks as thick as the bricks themfelvcs ; 17 ftrata of thefe have

been counted on the fide next the church, 13 on the other fide. Near the middle,

at five yards diftance from each other, are two arches, which ferved for entrances^

each about three yards wide, four and an half high. There are feveral holes in

the wall in different ftrata, about fix inches fquare, and fome higher up, which

are as large again, and go quite through the wall. On the infide are four arches,

the two largeft in the middle, in part anfwering the two on the outfide. In the

column betwen thefe two, appears the remainder of an arch work, which feems to

be made for reverberating heat, and in all the infide the blacknefs of the ftones and
bricks gives plain indication of fire and fmoke. In the arch on the fouth fide, a

fmall tenement has been built. Mr. Throfijy fays, this and the fecond and fourth

arches are 13 feet high, 12 wide; the middle one four feet over; the fifth is 12 feet

by fix *.

St. Nicholas's church is a very ancient one, and has had fome of the materials of this

old building employed in it, rows of Roman brick being very vifible. The walls are

of great thicknefs.

Several Roman coins in filver and copper, ofVefpafian, Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian,

Antonine, and others, have been found f. A Mofaic pavement was difcovered a few

yeai's ago on repairing a houfe (where now is a bath) near Richard's Bridge, but it was
broken to pieces. That which reprefents the ftory of Diana and Afteon had better for-

tune, being carefully preferved, and now entire in a cellar of Mr. Worthington, in

Northgate-ftreet.

The town was nearly deftroyed by Henry II. when he took it from Robert Blanch-

mains, who joined prince Henry in his rebellion againft his father. " The plan of the

town, as it flood before this demolition, (fays Mr. Nichols, from a MS. of Mr. Lud-
lam) is eafily to be traced. In the heart of the town, on each fide the principal ftreet,

are a number of large orchards, feparated not with one common fence, as ufual, but

a double fence ; a wall belonging to each, with public ways between the two walls,

called Back-lanes. Thefe lanes were manifeftly the ftreets, and the orchards the fite

of houfcs and yards deftroyed and never fince rebuilt. The traces of the town wall

and ditch are in many places plainly to be feen. Dr. Stukeley's plan of Roman Lei-

cefter, is fuppofed to be a mere figment. There are veftiges of two Roman works, and

«o more ; the mount near the river, as was their cuftora, and the ruins of a bath near

* Throfby's LeiccRer, vol. i, p. 47. t Burton, p. 147.
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St. Nicholas's church. Two teffelated pavements have been found there, the latefl aiid

largefl about 1750*."

There was a bifhop of Leicefter for about two centuries, viz. from about 679 to 885,
when the fee was tranflated to Dorchefter, in OxforJfhire. The epifcopal fee was in St.

Margaret's paridi, the impropriation and advowfon of which parifli now form one of

the prebendaries in the church of Lincolnf.

Befides St. Nicholas's, there are now three other churches, and it is faid there were

formerly five more. Of thefe, St. Peter was taken down in the time of Queen Eliza-

beth, the parifli being fmall, and infufficient to maintain it, and it was united to All-

Saints. St. Leonard's had been rebuilt a little before the civil war, in the time of Charles

I. and was taken down when the town was garrifoned, to prevent its being ufeful to the

enemy];.

Robert de Bellomont, earl of Leicefter, founded a collegiate church near the caftle,

and dedicated it to our l.idy, placing in it a dean and canons §. It feems to have

been refounded, or rebuilt, and the endowment much enlarged by Henry, duke of

Lancarter, who eftablilhed in it a dean, 1 2 prebends, 1 2 chorifters, and other fer-

vantsj|. To this church he prefented, as an ineftimable relic, one of the thorns

of our Saviour's crown, which had been given him by the king of France, and
which was preferved in a ftand of pure gold ^. This building, which was very mag-
nificent, ftoodin the Newark, where Mr. Colmaji's garden now is, and was deftroy-

ed at the diflblution. Three of the houfes belonging to the chaunlry priefts remain

;

one of them was purchafed within this century, for the vicar of St. Mary's, near the

caftle**.

The fame duke Henry, in 1330, began the hofpital adjoining to his church ff, but

did not live to complete the buildings, as appears by letters patent of Henry IV. in the

firft year of his reign, who recites, that Henry, duke of Lancafter, his grandfather,

had begun to build this church, and certain houfes, walls, and edifices for the inclofing

of the church and college, and the habitation of the canons, clerks, and poor peo-

ple there living ; and that John, duke of Lancafter, his father, had defired to com-
plete the fame, and that he was himfelf defirous of haftening the works, that he
might have a (hare in the merits ; he therefore afligns certain perfons to provide work-
men and materials for the doing thereof

J J.
He provided for 100 poor and weak

men and women, and ten able women to ferve and aflift the fick and weak. A few
years ago this was a long, low building, ofoneftory, covered with lead, in which
were a range of places about the iize of the pcvvs of a church, and not much higher,

covered at the top with a few old boards. Each of thefe was juft large enough to hold

fomcthing like a bed, and one chair, and was the habitation of a miferable pauper,

who received 7d. a-week in money. This, with the charity-box, opened once a-year,

and a fmall furplus of rent, amounting to a few fhillings a-piece, was all they received.

On one fide of the room was a common fire-place for the men, on the other for

the women ; and there was a common kitchen, in which was a large pot, which they

fhewed as that of John of Ghent. A room inhabited by the nurfes, was a little

more decent, and they had a lodging room over it. The eaft end of the building

• Hiftoiy of Hinckley, p. 10. f Willis's Cath. vol. iii. p. 43, 20I-

t Thiolty, vol iv. p. 89. § Diigd. Bar. vol. i. p 84.

II
Diigd. Mon. vol. ii. p. 468. ^ Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p. 84.

•• Throfby, vol i. p 141. ft Dugd. Mon. vol. ii. p. 468.

Jt Ibid. vol. iii. p. 139.

was
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was a chapel, in which was the following infcription ; " Henry Grifinond", duke
of Lancafter, and carl of Leiceftcr. He was founder of this hofpital in the year of our
Lord 1332, and fincc granted by charter, by our late gracious fovereign King James, to

be called the Holy Trinity, in the 1 2th year of his reign,"

The building being gone to great decay, the rain getting in, and rendering fcveral of

the boxes uninhabitable, his niajelly gave a fum of money out of his privy purfe for re-

building it, which was done in 1776, but not in a manner fuitable to his majefty's ge-

nerous intentions. He augmented the income with 14I. a-year, and 54 men and 36
women now receive a weekly ftipend of 2s. id|. each.

In the church-yard of St. Martin is another hofpital, built on the fame plan, but on
a larger fcaJe, the habitations being tolerably comfortable. It was founded by fa- Wil-

liam Wigefton, about the time of Henry VI. for a mafter, con-frater, 12 poor men,
and 12 poor women. The con-frater has a neat houfe adjoining, and reads prayers

j

the poor men and women have each an apartment, and three (hillings a-week. The
niafter, who never refides, has a falary of 200I. a-year, and the benefit of renewing

the leafes of a very confiderable eftate, which is reckoned worth 300I. a-^'ear more.

Can he refleft on the fituation of the paupers, and think the intention of the charitable

founder is anfwered f?

Adjoining to this is a fmall public library for the minifters and fcholars of the town.

In Northgate ftreet is an ancient hofpital for poor women, where, within a fmall

porch, is a circular arch, with a zig-zag ornament round it.

A handfome infirmary has been built in 1771 at one extremity of the town, and is

fupported by fubfcription. In digging the foundations, many human bones were found,

fuppofed to be thofe of perfons buried in a chapel called St. Sepulchre's, which had

been deftroyed long before.

In St. Margaret's church is an alabafter monument for John Penney, once abbot of

the abbey here, afterwards bifliop of Carlifle, in 1509. There is a whole length figure

of him in his epifcopal habit.

In St. Martin's church is an epitaph for Mr. John Heyrick, who died ad April 1589,

aged 76, expreffing that he lived in one houfe with Mary his wife, 52 years, and in all

that time never buried either man, woman, or child, though he had ibmetimes 20 in

family. His wife lived to be 97 years old, and faw of her children, grand-children, and

great grand-children, to the number of 143I.
There

• Grifmond was a lorddiip in Monmouth(hire, which belonged to him, but why added to his name
here I do not know.

\ Mr. Throfby, in his account of Leicefter, fays, he is informed the revenue is not fo large ; it will

not, however, be denied, that it is confiderable, that the mafter does not refide or do any duty, and that

the poor are very fiendcrly provided for according to the prefent value of money.

J In the former edition 1 had mentioned another inftance of longevity and remarkable vigour in this

neighbouihood, from the regiftcr of Keyni, or Keham, a few miles from hence ; the book is in the hand-

writing of Mr. Thomas S.imfon the minifter, and figned by him from 156^ till Hear the time of his death

iu 1655. By this regifter it appears that he had eight children, born as follows, viz.

i. Joyce, baptized February 12, 1630.

2. Ann, baptized May 6, 1632.

3. Fdward, baptized Febrnary 6, 1633.

4. Francis, baptized Oftober 11, 164.^.

5. Thomas, baptized November i, 1637.
6. John, baptized December 15, 1639.

7. Sufannah, baptized July 25, 1641.

8. Elisabeth, baptized OAober 20, 1644.

3 A X A«
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There is reiy little left of the caftle, except the hall, now ufed for holding the afllzes;

near it is a large vault, which they call John of Ghent's cellar. He and the other dukes

of Lancaller, refided much here whilft they were owners of it.

In a houfe inhabited by Mr. John Stevens, is a fpacious room, lighted by a wndow,
which is continued from one end to the other, and in which are 28 pieces of painted glafs,

fome of faints, others of part of our Saviour's hitlory, others the feven facraments of the

Romifli church. Mr. Throfby conjectures it to have been a chauntry belonging to Cor-

pus Chrifli, or St. George's guild.

There were in the town three priories, and one houfe for religious of the order of

St. Francis*.

The abbey of St. Mary de Pratis ({o named from its being fituate in the meadows
near Leiceller) was founded by Robert de Bellamont, furnamed Boffu, earlofLei-

cefter, in 11 43, for canons of the order of St. Augullin. He at length took on him
the habit, and continued there 15 years. The abbots ufed to fit in parliament; but

in the middle of the 14th century, an exemption was obtained, as from a burthen.

Very different from the opinion of the prefent times ! At this abbey cardinal Wolfey
died in his way to London, having been arrefted on a charge of high treafon ; the fpot

of his interment has been often fearched for, under an idea that great riches were bu-

ried with him, but it has never been difcovered. On the diffolution, it was granted to

Mr. Cavendiih, the faithful fervant of the cardinal ; in Queen Elizabeth's time it was
poffefled by the earl of Huntingdon, but was afterwards in the Cavendiih fanuly again,

the countefs of Devonlhire refiding there before the civil war, in which it was burnt by
the royalifts, and little left but the walls round the garden, part of the gateM ay, and
porter's lodge. What remains of fome rooms is of later date. The prefent duke ofDe-
vonfhire's grandfather transferred it to lord William Manners, from whom it has come
to the prefent owner, Mr. John Manners.

Gilbert Foliot, the faithful friend of Henry II. (who was never to be terrified from
his allegiance by the threats or power of Becket) and Henry de Knighton, the hillorian,

were abbots here.

Ashe could not fcive the cure before he was 22, the computation was, that he had fervedit at the birth

of hit

I ft child at leaft 67 years, and was tlien aged 89
2d fcy — 51
3d 70 92
4th 72 94
5th 74 96
6th 76 9»
7th 78 100
iith . bi — loj.

Mr. Samfon was buried Auguft 4, 1655, and it feemed that he was then at leaft 1 14 years old, and had
been miiiilltr of Keym 92 years.

This 1 had inferted from an account I fawof it ; but dcfirous of examining into fo extraordinary a (lory

myfi-lf, I have fincebetn at Keham and feen the rcgifler. It is very true tiiat it is figned by Mr. Samfoa,
asminliler, every year from 1563 to 1655, or thereabouts; but on infpettion it a'ppears, that from 1563
to about 1633 is nothing more than a Iranfcript made by Mr. Samfon from a former regiftcr, and attelled

by him at the bottom ofeach page by figning his name as niiniller, omitting to date liis atteilation. A cir-

cumttancc corroborates this ; he has added the names of his two churchwardens after his own, which are
the tame for the firfl. 70 years, a thing which would be rot much Icfs marvellous than his own age. It may
be further obfervcd, that after 1^33 (or thereabouts, for 1 do not rccollecl the exad year) there appears to
be different churchwardens evety year.

• WilhVs Mitred AbbicB, »ol.'ii. p. 113.
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About half a mile fouth of the town, near the way to Elfton, by the fide of
the race-ground, is a long ditch, called Rawdikcs, which Stukeley calls a Bri-

tifli Curfus. It is laid Charles I. flood onthefe banks vvhilit his men took and pilhi'Tcd

Leicefter*.

Camden fpeaks with fomc degree of uncertainty as to Leicefter being the Roman
ftation Rata; ; Salmon totally denies itf ; and Horleley affirms it

J
: but in

1 773 a military

ftone was dilcovered, which fixes it. About two miles irom Leicefter, on the fofl'e way
which goes to Newark, (and which is now part of the turnpike road to Melton Mow-
bray) there was a kind of ftepping block, little noticed ; on removing the earth from
the foot of it, was difcovered a ftone, to which it had doubtlefs ferved as a pedeftal,

on which was the following infcription :

IMP C-A^S

t^or v^'^A cos J H vA kATJS
H

This ftone is two feet ten inches long, five feet five inches and an half in circumfe-

rence ; it is of a gritty fort, fuppofed by niafons to be from a Derbyftiire quarry. The
letters in the upper line are four inches long, in the others but three. The fecond and
third lines feeni to have been continued further, fome traces of letters being vifible on
the back part. The two ftrokes at the bottom probably denote the diftance from
Ratse, with which it agrees.

Two or three miles from Leicefter, on the left, fome woods and a windmill on a

hill, mark an old feat of the Greys, called Bradgate, built by Thomas Grey, marquis

of Dorfet§, and inhabited by that family till it was accidentally burnt down fome years

ago ; but the park, fix miles in compafs, remains. It was the birth-place of the ac-

comphftied, but unfortunate. Lady Jane Grey. Near it is Groby, from which the

family took a title ; there was formerly a caftle, which was deftroyed entirely before

Leland's time. The above-mentioned Thomas began to build a houfe here, but did

not finifli it||.

About five miles from Leicefter, on the left, is Temple Rothelcy, or.Rotherby, grant-

ed by King Stephen to Randolph, earl of Chefter^. It was afterwards a houfe of the

knights Templars, from which it takes its name, but has been for a confiderable time

the feat of the Babingtons ; fome of the lands are extra-parochial. There are no
monuments of any of the Templars in the church, but there are fome old ones for the

Kyngftons, Robert Vyncent, efq. and for the Babingtons. On a raifed tomb for a

Kingfton, who died in 1487, is engraved his will, by which he founded an obit in this

church. In the chancel are handfome bufts of a Mr. Babington of the laft century,

and his wife, a daughter of Mr. Hopkins of Coventry, by whom he had twelve chil-

dren at fmgle births in lefs than thirteen years. The north fide of the church-yard is

* Itin. vol. i. p. 105. f New Survey, vol. i. p. ji6. X Brit. Rom. p 437.

J Leland's Itin. vol. i. p. 14. II
Ibid. p. 15. ^ Dugd, Bar, vol. i. p. 39.
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appropriated to the burials of the inhabitants of that part of Mountforrel which is with-

in this pariih. In the fouth fide is an upriglit (lone plUar, about lo or 12 feet high,

tapeiing Iroin the bottom, on the weft fide of which is fome tracery worlc carved
;

fomething of carving is to be feen in other parts. At the foot lie three flat flones, as

if placed for fupports. There is no tradition concerning it. Mr. Babington has the

great tythes, and is entitled to a fum of money from every one making a purchafe ot

lands within certain towns in what is called his foke. The common fields were inclofed

in 17S1.

On the right are Coflington, and Radclift' on the Soar, where is the Roman ftation

called Vennomentum. Dr. Stukeley fays, there is a valT: long tumulus of an arch-druid,

and derives the name of Coffington from Goes, a priell*. Camden's Continuator con-

fiders it as Daniihf.

Pafs through Mountforrel, a long, ill-paved town ; as far as the crofs is in the pa-

rifli of Temple Rotheley, other part is in Barrow, and the further end is in Quarn-

don. It (lands at the foot of a remarkable hill, or rather rock; the flone in many
places ftands out bare, and is of fuch hardnefs as to refifl all tools after it has been ex-

poled to the air. Such pieces as can be got from underground are broken with a fledge,

and ufed in buildings in the fliape in which they are broken. He was formerly a

callle, which belonged to Ranulph, earl of Chcfter, who came to an agreement with

the earl of Leiceflier, in 1151, (16 Stephen) by which it was fettled that Leicefter

fhould henceforth poflefs this caftle, to be held of the earl of Chefter and his heirs, on

condition that he fliould receive earl Ranulph and his retinue into the borough and

fort there upon occafion ; and in cafe of neceflity, that Ranulp himfelf fliould lodge

in the caflle. At the fame time it was ftipulated, that neither of them fliould ered any

caflle between Coventry and Donington, or between Donington and LeiceflierJ. On
the rebellious behaviour of Robert Blanchmains, it was feized by Henry II. and re-

tained, when he gave him back great part of his eftate§. It feems to have remained

in the hands of the crown till the 17 John, when that king committed the care of it

to Saier de Ouincy, earl of Wincheflier, who married one of the fifliers and coheirefles

of Robert Fitz-Parnell, fon and heir of Robert Blanchmains||. Saier, however,

who had received many other favours from the king, did not hold himfelf bound by

any ties of gratitude, (which indeed feems to have had no force in thofe tumultuous

times) but took part with the barons, who invited over Louis, the Dauphin of France,

and placed a French garrifon in this caflile, giving the government to Ilenry de Brai-

broc. On the accefl^ion of Henry III. it was unfuccefsfully attacked, as Rapin fays,

by the earl of Chefter^ ; but Burton and Dugdale fay, it was taken by him,

granted to him by Henry, and that he entirely deftroyed it**. Some very fmall

fragments of the foundation are to be feen on a round part of the hill, called Caftle-

hill.

It is well worth while to walk over this hill, inftead of riding through the town.

The rich meadows below, through which runs the Soar, and the rifing ground on the

further fi Je of it, with the towns of Sileby, Barrow, &c. form a fine view. The mea-
.dowsare very flat, and after heavy rains, the river ipreads to a great width. At fuch

times thiK hill is faid to bear a rcfcmblance to Gib; altar.

• Itin vol. i. p. rc7, 2, 134. t Rrit. vol i, p. ^.i^. % Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p. 38.

i Ibid vol i p '<8.
I!

ibid. vol. i p.G^j. ^ R.ipfn, vol. i. p. 257.* J3nrJ0!i. Dagd. Bar vol. i. p. ^3,

In
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In the street is an ancient crofs, almofl hid by a pahry building, enclofing the pedestal

and part of the fliaft, which is long and {lender, of eight fides, fluted, and in the

flutes are carved fonie heads, quatcrfoils, and other ornaments. It is raifed on
three fl:eps, and at each corner of the pedeftal is a rude figure with wings. It is faid

there is an intention of taking it down. There is a fmall chapel belonging to this

town.

Barrow, on the other fide the river, was part of the great cilate of the earl of Che/ler;

and when that was divided between four fifltrs, this fell to the lot of Hufrh de Albany,

earl of Arundell, fon of Mabel, one of the four, at which time there was a capital

manfion here*. Afterwards it belonged to the knights templarsf. The earl of Chef-

ter gave pofleflions here to the abbey of Gerondon;^. It has been always famous for

its excellent lime, which is of fuch repute lor water-works, that much of it is exported

to Holland. It becomes fo hard, that it is faid even to exceed the hardnefs of the ftone

above taken notice of. It lies in thin ftrata ; the firft under the earth is yellow, and

below this are feveral others of blue ftone, about fix inches thick, and about two feet

afunder. Both forts are dug out, piled up in the form of a cone, and burnt. The
burning one of thefe heaps takes up two days and three nights. The demand for it

has encreafed within thefe few years in a very great degree. Two fuffils have been,

lately found here, one with the impreflion of a fifh, the other has the refemblance of a

head of fome animal. They were found in a bed of clay, near the furface of the

earth. Some fea (hells have been aifo found§.

At this place is an hofpital for old batchelors and widowers ; a foundation not very

common.
On extending the inclofures in this country, many of the old ones are broken up,

and it is found good hufbandry fo to do. They lime them, and in three or four years

lay them down again. The lime for manure is chiefly burnt at Grace Dieu, fome

miles off, where was an abbey founded by Roefia de Verdon in the 27th Henry 1I[.||

Purfuing the road, fome hills covered with wood prefent themfelves on the left, and

near them is Swithland, the feat of fir John Danvers, of a very ancient family, and

poffeffed of a large eftate. There is here a flate quarry, the property of the earl

of Stamford, but the flates are not equal in goodnefs to thofe of Weftmoreland and

Cumberland. More on the left the foreft hills of Charnwood are feen, where coal is

got. This foreft extends about ten miles in length and fix in width, and is now with-

out a tree in the uninclofed parts of it, though in the memory of an old man, known to

one who was alive in 1777, a fquirrel might have been hunted in it from tree to tree

for fix miles together, without touching the ground.

Come to Loughborough, an old market town, which has twice given the title of

baron to the family of Haftings: The firfl time to Edward, third fon of George, earl

of Huntingdon, to whom the manor and title were given by Queen Mary, in reward for

his powerful and timely affiftance to her againft his neighbour the duke of Suffolk,

father of the lady Jane Grey. She conferred the garter, and feveral high ports on

him ; and fuch was his attachment to her, that on her death he retired from the

world to an hofpital which he had built at Stoke Pogeis, in Bucks, where he died without

iffue. Charles I. gave the title to Henry Haftings, fecond fon of the earl of Hunting-

don, for an equally faithful, though lefs fuccefsful, adherence to him; he alfo died without

• Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p. 45, f Willis's Cath. vol. iii. p. 301.

\ Dugd. Mon. vol. i. p, 768. \ Throfby vol. vi. p. 67. \ Dugd. Men. vol. i. p. 933.

8 iffue.
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iffue*. In 17S1 the title was given to Alexander Wedderburn, Efq. on his being

made chief juflice of the Common Pleas ; a gentleman whofe abilities at the bar and iu

the fenate are well known. The manor was given by Edward IV. to William Haftings,

his faithful adherent, who affifted him in his efcape from Middleham, and now belongs

to his defcendant the earl of Huntingdon. This William was rewarded with the flew-

ardfliip of a great number of manors, was made conftable of Leicefter, Donington,

and Nottingham caftles, ranger of Leicefter Foreft, and the parks called Leicefter

Feyth, Barow Park, and Fooley Park, warden of Shire^vood, chief forefter of Need-
wood andDufficld, and furveyor of that honour, and had grants of the manors of Do-
nington and Barow, and was made a baronf. In fliort, Edward feems to have thought he

could never do enough for him. ?Iis attachment did not ceafe with the death of that king

;

he retained the fame aflection for his fons, and loft his life in confequence, Richard

thinking it neceflary to remove him out of his way. 'Tis pity that an example of fuch

firm fricndfliip fhould be ftained by the inhuman murder of the unfortunate young
prince, tliefon of Henry YL, (who was bafely ftabbed in cold blood at Tewkfbury by
this Haftings, and others) and by his connivance at leaft, at the beheading of Rivers and
Grey, by Richard , at Pomfret caftle. The ftory is well known, that as Haftings

was going to that council in the Tower, froni which he never returned, he exulted in

the thought that his enemies were at that very time fufFering at Pomfret.

A few years ago the river Soar was made navigable from hence to the Trent, which
it falls into, near Cavendifla bridge.

Mr. Meynell's famous fox-hunt eftabliflied at Ouarndon, (between Mountforrell and
this place) is no fmall emolument to the town in the feafon. The hounds are kept

by fubfcription, but that gentleman permits his fervant to accommodate as many of

his friends as his houfe will hold with apartments, where they are furnifticd with dinners,

and all provifions, as at any public place. Many of thofe who attend the hunt, and
cannot get apartments in the houfe, or are ftrangers, come to the inns, and great num-
bers of hunters are alfo kept here. The company on a field day is very numerous,
and they go out with as much ceremony as to court, their hair being always

dreifed.

On the left of I^oughborough is a neat white houfe of Mr. Tate, on the rifing ground
towards the foreft. A little beyond is Gerondon Park, bought by Seijeant Phillips of
the duke of Buckingham for judge JefFeries, but the ferjeant liked the purchafe fo well,

that he kept it for himfelf. The duke, however, cut down 5000I. worth of timber

before he would execute the conveyance. One of the ferjeant's family, who died a few
years ago, left it to his widow for her life ; fhe married Sir William Gordon, who now
lives here. It was an abbey of the Ciftertian order, founded by Robert earl of Leicefter

(the founder of Leicefter abbey) in ij Henry II. and was valued at 159I. 19s. lod.^
on the furvey by Henry VlIIj.

A little farther, at Difhley, on a farm belonging to this eftate lives Mr. Bakewell,
whofe improvements in the breed of cattle and in farming, arc \:\ ell known to every lover

of hufbandry. There is a fmall church or chapel here, formerly belonging to the abbey
of Gcrondon, to which thisparifh was appropriated^, and it is now a curacy in the gift

of fir William Gordon.
Go through Kegworth, a large village with a handfomc church ; beyond this you may

leave the turnpike road and go to Donnington Park, the feat of lord Huntingdon, and
come into the road again at Caveudilh bridge.

• Camd. vol. ;. p. 411^. f Diigd. Bar. vol. i. p. 580, &c. \. Diigd. Mon. vol. i. 768.

f Willis's Catli. v, iii, p. 301.
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At the village of Donnington are feme fmall remains of the caflle, built by the firfl

carls of Leiccfter, as Camden fays* ; but it afterwards belonged to Roger de Laci, con-

flablc of Chefter, and on his death, in 15 John, was retained in the hands of the king,

who, however, the next year, reftored it to John, fon and heir of Roger; Edmund,
fon of this John, had a grant of free warren, 35 Henry III., and Henry, fon of Ed-

mund enjoyed it, having a grant of a market here in the 6 Edward I. On the death of

Henry it defccnded to Alice, his daughter and heir, wife of Thomas, earl of L;mcafler,

and who, outHving her huiband, gave up her right in it to the king ia 16 Edward 11.1

It remained in the crown when Leland vifited it
J.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth it

was the property of Robert, earl of Eflcx, who fold it to the Haftings§. At this time

the caftle was deftroyed and the houfe built ||. On the furvey made by Henry VIII- an

hofpital here was returned worth 3I. 1 3s. 4d. a year^.

The park is about a mile beyond the village ; the houfe is fmall, and has nothing in it

worth feeing. Weflon Cliff, on the Trent, which runs below, has furnifned a view for

one of Smith's prints.

Returning to the village, you come to the handfome bridge over the Trent, which is

called Cavendifh Bridge, from the Devonfliire family, who built it in the room of a very

inconvenient ferry which ufed to be here ; the toll is taken the fame as ufed to be at

the ferry, and is half a crown for a chaife. The (tone ufed in it, was brought from a

quarry about three miles off".

Near this place the great Stafibrdlhire navigation joins the Trent, and by means of

that, and the duke of Bridgewater's canals, there is a water carriage from Liverpool and
Manchefler to Hull. There is a branch from the Staffordfhire, which goes off between

Stone and Ridgley, by Wolverhampton and Kidderminiter, to the Severn, and another

to Birmingham.
Thefe undertakings are truly ffupendous, and ftrongly mark the fpirit of enter-

prize, which is fo much the charadcr of the prefent age. The advantages to trade

are immenfe, and in other refpeds are very great to the country through which the

canals pafs.

The firfl part of this great work may be faid to have been begun by the Duke of

Bridgewater about 1759; for the fmall attempts which had been before made on the.

Weaver and the Irwell, were carried on with fo little fpirit, as hardly to deferve notice.

His grace has purfued the fcheme ever fmce with unremitting attention. Inftead of em-
ploying his time and money in the fafliionable diflipations of the age, he gave up both to

an undertaking great in the defign, and moft beneficial to the pubhc in the execution,

but attended with difficulties which would have been infuperable to one of lefs fpirit or

fortune than his grace, and to lefs abilities than thofe he was fo fortunate to find in his

workmen, amongft whom Mr. Brindley ftands foremoft. When a great fortune

comes into fuch hands, fuch an application of it refiefts additional luflre on the noble

owner 1

It vi'as the duke's great happinefs to meet with a man of Mr. Brindley 's genius, which

broke out like the fun from a dark cloud, he having been totally deftitute of educa-

tion ; it was no lefs advantageous to the public, that under fuch a patron, Mr. Brind-

ley was called forth and encouraged. He began this difficult work, but other very in-

genious men have affifted in carrying it on, particularly Mr. Morris and Mr. Gilbert,

Nor did Mr. Brindley, with a littlenefs too common, endeavour to conceal his difcovc-

* V. i, p.417. t Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p. lol, 103, 104, 106. J Itin. v. i, p. 18.

J Camden, vol, i. p. 417- II
Tlirofby, v.ii. p. 4^. f Diigd. Mon. r. i, 1041.
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ries in mechanics ; he has readily made them public, and has reared men whofe abi-

lities are now diftinguifhed. The difficulties attending thefe undertakings only ferved

to Simulate the managers, and their perfeverance has overcome them all.

This navigation of the duke's begins at his coal-pits by Worfley-mill, and goes to

Manchefter oneway, and another by Altrincham and Haulton, to Runcorn-gap, on the

Merfey, and crofling that river, to Liverpool, befides a cut from between Stretford and

Altrincham to Stockport.

At Worfley-mills, it is carried a mile and half, or more, under ground to the very

places where the coal is dug, and by means of bridges, or rather aqueduds, is carried

acrofs the navigable rivers Irwell and Merfey. This fubterraneous paflTage carries off

the water from the coal works, which ufed to be drawn out by engines at a very great

.

expence, and at the fame time fupplies water for the canal.

So far I cannot omit mentioning the duke's works, though out of the courfe of my
prefent journey, as they gave birth to that great canal which I mentioned to fall into

the Trent, near Cavendifli Bridge. Of this I fhall iay a little more. It was fet on
foot in 1765 by earl Gower, and many other gentlemen of StafFordihire, and the neigh-

bouring counties, under the diredlion of Mr. Brindley and Mr. Smeaton. The firll

eftimate was ioi,oool. afterwards enlarged to more than 150,000!. which was raifed

without difficulty. This canal extends from the Merfey to the Trent, communicating

with the duke of Bridgewater's, and pafles by or near Northwich, Middlewich, Burflem,

Newcaftle, Trentham, Stone, Stafford, and Burton, to Cavendifli Bridge, befides having

cuts to Litchfield and Birmingham, and is 28 feet broad, and four feet and a half deep

in general. At Harecaftle, in Staffordfhire, on the borders of Chefliire, a tunnel

twelve feet high, and eight or ten feet wide, is cut through a great hill more than

a mile in length. Half a mile on each fide this hill the canal is of an extraordinary di-

menfion, which will be a refervoir for the water that flows out of the hill in great

abundance, both ways, falling north and fouth. The expence of this cut was eftimated

at io,oool. of the canal from the Trent to Harecaftle, 700I. a mile, and from Harecaftle

to the other termination, i cool, a mile.

From Cavendifh Bridge, it is eight miles to Derby ; this town furniflics feveral mat-

ters well worthy obfervation. It ftands on the river Derwent, and has a very fpacious

market-place, in which is the town-hall, where the affizes are held, and an affembly

room, lately furnifhed in an handfome manner by the duke of Devonfliire. The tower

of All Saints church, built in the time of Henry VIII., is lofty, and of excellent archi-

te£Iure. The body, which was rebuilt by Gibbs about 50 years ago, is large and un-

commonly handfome. The iron fcreen before the communion-table, the work of a
man now living, is of great lightnefs and beauty. A grave-ftone, with the date of

MCCCC, for John Lowe, a clergyman of this church, was lately dug up*. The mo-
numents of the Cavendidies have no beauty in them, but one of them is for a moft re-

markable lady, Elizabeth, countefs of Shrewfbury, who erefted it in her life time.

She was daughter of John Hardwick, efq. of Hardwick, in this county, and at length

became co-heir to her brother. She was married very young, in the reign of Henry
VIII., to a gentleman of the name of Barley, who died without iflue, and left her a very

confiderable eftate. She then married fir William Cavendifli, who by his fidelity to

Cardinal Wolfey in his fall, recommended himfelf to Henry VIII.; by him flie had three

fons, and furviving him, married fir William St. Lo, and becoming again a widow, had

• Tills church was collegiate, and at the fiipprefTion was valued at 38I 14s. Moil, v, i. IO39
There was alfo a nunnery hers, and feme fmall foundasions befides,

for
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for her fourth hufband George Talbot, earl of Shrewfbury. On each of the lafl

marriages flie took care to have large eftates settled on her and her heirs ; and having

no ifl'ue by any of her hufbands, except fir William Cavendifli, thofe eftates, as well as

her own, centered in her fon William, created baron Cavendifli, of Hardwick, and
afterwards, by James I., earl of Devonfhire. She founded and endowed well an hofpital

near the eaft end of the church, for twelve poor people, which has lately been rebuilt by
the duke in an handfome manner.

Whether her former hufbands led very eafy lives with hei", does not appear ; but

Camden, as quoted by Dugdale, tells us that the carl of Shrewfbury fared badly. In

fpeaking of him, he fays, that " in thofe ambiguous times (i. e. Queens Mary and
Elizabeth) he fo preferved himfelf againft all outward machinations, calumnies at

court, and the viifchievous praBlces of his fecond wife, for full fifteen years, as that he

thereby deferved no lefs honour for his fidelity and prudence, than he did for his forti-

tude and valour*."

In the laft rebellion the Pretender pufhed forward as far as this town, and kept

his court in a houfe belonging to Lord Exeter, the back of which looks towards

the river ; but meeting with a cold reception in England, he returned towards

Scotland.

The famous filk mill on the river here, was erefted in 1 7
1
9 by fir Thomas Lombe,

who brought the model out of Italy, where one of this fort was ufed, but kept guarded

with great care. It was with the utmoft hazard, and at a great expence of time and

money, that he cffefted it. There are near 100,000 movements, turned by a fingle

wheel, any one of which may be flopped independent of the reft. Every time this

wheel goes round, which is three times in a minute, it works jT^^y^^ yards of filk. By
this mill the raw filk brought from Valencia in Spain, Italy, or China, is prepared for

the warp. At one end of this building is a mill on the old plan, ufed before this im-

provement was made, where the filk is fitted, in a coarfer manner, for the fhoot.

Thefe mills employ about 200 perfons of both fexes, and of all ages, to the great relief

and advantage of the poor. The money given by ftrangers is put into a box, which

is opened the day after Michaelmas Day, and a feafl is made ; an ox is killed, liquor

prepared, the windows are illuminated, and the men, women and children employed

in the work, dreffed in their befl array, enjoy in dancing and decent mirth, a holiday,

the expedation of which lightens the labour of the reflof the year. It is cuflomary for the

inhabitants of the town, and any ftrangers who may be there, to fee the entertainment j

and the pleafur-^ r.i-rkedin the happy countenances of thefe people is communicated to

the fpeftators, anii . ontributes to the provifion for the enfuing year.

The chhia manufadory is not lefs worthy of notice. Under the care of Mr, Duef-

berry, it does honour to this country. Indefatigable in his attention, he has brought

the gold and the blue to a degree of beauty never before obtained in England, and the

drawing and colouring of the flowers are truly elegant. About feventy hands are em-

ployed in it, and happily, many very young, are enabled to earn a livelihood in the bu-

finefs.

Another work is carried on here, which, though it does not employ fo many hands,

'

mufl not be paffed without obfervation. The marbles, fpars and petrifaftions, which

abound in this county, take a fine polifli, and from their great variety, are capable of

being rendered extremely beautiful. Two perfons are engaged in this bufinefs, and

make vafes, urns, pillars, columns, &c. as ornaments for chimney-pieces, and even

chimney-pieces themfelves.
* Dugd. Bar. V. I. p. 33 3,

3 B 2 A milf
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A mile above Derby is Little Chefter, the Derventio of the Romans. It was of the

fame fize as Manceter, 120 paces long, 80 broad. Within the wall, in what are now

paftures, foundations of houfes have been found, wells curbed with good (tone, coins,

and earthern pipes. Remains of a bridge are faid to have been feen near this place.

A little beyond it is Darley Hall, a handfome houfe, the feat of Mr. Holden, to which

there is a pleafant walk from the town. At this place there was a monaltery of canons

reo-ular of the order of St. Auguftin, founded in the time of Henry the by

Hugh the pried, dean of Derby, who gave to Albinus, and his canons of St. Helen's,

near Derby, all his land at Little Derby, to make there a church and habitation for

him and his canons*. The priory of Derby, founded by Robert Ferrers, earl of Derby,

temp. H. IL was tranflated hitherf. At the fupprefTion it was valued at 258I. 14s. jd.j

Some part of the walls are to be feen in an outhoufe, and in fome cottages, and a build-

ing belonging to the mill below.

Though it is not doubted that the Romans had a ftation at Little Chefter, yet there

has been much doubt whether there was any road from thenc^ to Chefterfield, or whe-

ther the latter was a ftation§. It was referved for the induftry and ingenuity of Mr.

Pegge to afcertain thefe fafts, the latter of which he feems to have done very clearly.

He ftates the road to come out of Staffordfhire, over Eggington-heath, by Little-over,

Nun-green, and down Darley-flade, to the river, where was the bridge ; he traces it

over Morley-moor, by Horfley park ; near a Roman camp on Pentrich common to

Okerthorp; near Kendall's inn at Alfreton, Shirland-hall, Iligham, through Stretton

(the name of which befpeaks its fituation on a road), Clay-crofs, Egftew farm, and Tup-

ton-moor ; from thence it points to fir Henry Hunloke's avenue, and direftly to Chef-

terfield. Mr Pegge particularly defcribes feveral places where it was very vifible in

1760 for a confiderable length together, between Little Chefter and Tupton-moor,

but can trace it no further, the country having been long in tillage. He gueffes the

ftation at Chefterfield to have been Topton, or Topton-hill||.

About two miles and a half from Derby, in the road to Buxton, is Kedlefton, the

feat of lord Scarfdale, which may properly be called the glory of Derbyfhire, eclipfing

Chatfworth, the ancient boaft of the county. It was built from the defigns of Mr.

Robert Adam. The front is magnificent and beautiful, the apartments elegant, and

at the fame time ufeful, a circumltance not always to be met with in a great houfe. It

is the ancient feat of the Ciirzon's a family of great antiquity, wealth, and intereft in

this county. This houfe has been built by the prefent lord (created lord Scarfdale in

' 7^0 partly on the fpot where the old houfe ftood, but the ground has been fo much
altered, that there is no refemblance of what it was. In the front ftood a village with

a fmall inn for the accommodation of tliofe who came to drink of a medicinal well, which

has the virtues of the Harrowgate water^ ; a rivulet turned a water-mill, and the

high road went by the gate. The village is removed (not deftroyed, as is too often

done) the road is thrown to a confiderable diftance, out of fight of the houfe, the

fcanty ftream is encreafed into a large piece of water, and the ground difpofed in the

fincft order.

The entrance from the turnpike road is through a grove of noble and venerable

oaks (fomething hurt by a few fmall circular clumps of firs planted amongft them)

• Diigd. Mon. V. ii. p 230. f Dugd. Bar. v. i p. 359. % Mon. v. i. p. IO39,

^ Salmon's Survey, p. 540. )|
Roman Roads in Deibylhire inveftigated.

5 This is the flrongefl fulphur water in Derbyflu'rc at the Ipiing head, but will not bear carriage.

after
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after which, crofTing a fine lawn, and pafling the water by an elegant ftone bridge, of

three arches, a gentle afcent leads to the houfe.

The front, built of white ftone, is extenfive; in the centre is a flight of rteps, leading

to a portico, confifUng of fix Corinthian pillars, three feet in diameter, which fupport

a pediment decorated with itatues. On each fide a corridore connects a pavilion with

the body of the houfe, forming the two wings, the whole front being 360 feet. The
fteps lead into a magnificent hall, behind which is a circular faloon. On the left are a

mufic-room, drawing-room, and library, and at the end of the corridore, the private

apartments of lord and lady Scarfdale, and their young family. On the right of the

hall are the dining-room, ftate drefiing-room, and bed-chamber, and another dreffing-

room, the kitchen, and offices.

On each fide of the hall are eight fluted pillars of variegated marble of the country,

and two at each end, of the Corinthian order, 25 feet high, two feet fix Inches in

diameter. This room is 60 feet by 30 within the columns, G'j feet three inches by 42
within the walls, 47 to the top of the window ; between the columns are fine antique

ftatues in niches, over vi'hich are baflb relievos in compartments, crowned with fef-

toons
J

the ceiling covered and richly ornamented with paintings and relievos in the

antique tafte ; in the centre is a window, by which the whole receives light. The
pannels of the doors are of the paper manufafture of Mr. Clay, of Birmingham,
highly varniflied, and the paintings well executed.

The faloon is 43 feet diameter, 54 feet 6 inches high, 24 feet 6 inches to the cor-

nice, crowned with a dome, which lights the room. Over the doors are four paintings

by Morland, and there are fome ft;atues in niches.

The mufic-room is '^^6 feet by 24, and 22 high. In this room is the triumph of
Bacchus, a large and capital piece by Luca GiordanI, a fine head by Rembrandt, and
other pieces by BaiTan, Horizonti, &c.

From this room a corridore, hung vdth elegant prints, leads to the family apart-

ments. The breakfafli-room is painted from the antique in the baths of Dioclefian.

The grand drawing-room is 44 feet by 28, and 28 high, with a covered ceiling ; the

furniture blue damafk. A Venetian window and four door-cafes are ornamented with

fmall Corinthian columns of alabafter. In this room, as indeed in all the others, are

many capital pidures. Raphael, Claude, Guido, Cuyp, &c. are amongft the

mafters.

The library Is of the fame fize and height as the mufic-room. In this room, over
the chimney. Is a piece of Rembrandt, which beggars all defcrlption. It is the ilory

of Daniel brought before Nebuchadnezzar to Interpret his dream, and contains eight or
nine fmall whole length figures. The compofed majefty of the king, who Is feated In

a chair of fl:ate ; the afl:onIfhment and terror of his great men fitting near him ; the
earnefl:nefs of Daniel kneeling before him, and In fliort the whole piece Is, beyond ex-

preflion, fl;rlking.

From this room crofsthe faloon into the ftate drefling-room and bed-chamber, with a
fervant's room behind. The two former hung with blue damafk, the bed of the fame,
with gold lace, fupported by palm trees of mahogany, carved and gilt. The bed-
room Is 30 feet by 22, 20' high.

The dining-parlour is 36 feet by 24, 20 high, the ceiling adorned with paintings.

The centre reprefents Love embracing Fortune, by Morland ; four circles, by Zucchi,
reprefent the four quarters of the world ; and four fquares, by Hamilton, the four
feafons. The corridore on this fide, which is ufed as a chapel, leads to a gallery over-

looking



374 bray's tour into Derbyshire, &c.

looking the kitchen, which is 48 feet by 24, and lofty, with this fignificant motto over

the chimney, " Wade not. Want not."

The principal ftair-cafe, leading out of the hall to the attic ftory at this end, condufls

to eight apartments for vifitors, moft, if not all of which, have a bed-room, dreffing-

room, and fervant's room.

The church, which is not at all feen in the approach, (lands clofe to the weft end of

the houfe ; the old pun of " wee fhall" remains on the " dye-all."

From the principal front of the houfe, which is the north, the eye is conducted by a

beautiful flope to the water, which is feen tumbling down a cafcade, encircling an ifland

planted with firs, and at the bridge falling over rough rocks, and then forming a large

river, on which is a yatch. Below is a fmall rullic building over the well and bath,

which are ufed by many perfons, who are accommodated at an inn, built by his lord-

fliip in the road, and from which apleafant walk through the park leads to the bath.

In the back front of the houfe is the pleafure-ground, ftretching up to the edge of

the rifing ground, on which is a fine and extenfive plantation, beginning to Thew
itfelf in great beauty. The walk is about three miles in the whole.

Of all the houfes I ever faw, I do not recoUeft any one which fo completely pleafed

me as this did, and the uncommon politenefs and attention of the houfekeeper who
fliewed it, added not a little to the entertainment.

Go out of the park the fame way, and turning on the left, go by Wefton, Ayrton,

and Wirkfworth, to Matlock. From Wefton, turning off to Ayrton, the road is

good, and the country beautiful ; the inclofures on the fides of the hills, which run

in all dn-ections, fome in corn, fome in paflure, form a very pleafing fcene. From
Ayrton to Wirkfworth the road is very indifferent, but I believe it would have proved

better if I had gone forward after pafling Ayrton, inftead of turning, as I did, on the

right.

There is another way by Dutfield, which leads into the turnpike-road from Derby to

Matlock, by turning on the left on leaving the park, and then taking the firft road on
the right ; but neither ofthefe are good for a carriage, and the beft way is to go back

towards Derby into the turnpike road.

Pafs through Duffield, a village where was formerly one of the caftles of Robert

Ferrers, earl of Derby, which beheld againft Henry II. but was compelled to furrender

it, and it was demolifhed*. Whether there is any veftige of it now I do not know.

There was then a foreft called Duffield foreftf-

Soon after coming on this turnpike, begin to afcend the hills, which are in general

barren on the outfide, marked with heaps of rubbifli thrown out by the miners, but

interfperfed with fome pleafant da],es and woods.

This road leaves Wirkfworth on the left, wJiich Is a pretty large town In a bottom,

where is a great market for lead, and a hall is built for holding the miners' courts.

This manor, with that of Afhburn, was given by King John to William Ferrers, earl

of Derby, whofe defcendant Robert loft this and all his other great cflatcs by his reite-

rated perfidy to Henry III. who at length felzed them, and gave them to his fon Ed-

mund Crouchback, carl of Lancafter, from whom this defccnded to John of Gaunt,

duke of Lancafter|, and now remains part of that duchy. Here was formerly a very

pleafant and pure warm ipring, but In digging for lead they loft it,- and have now two

warm brooks, being old Houghs made to drain the water from their works, which

bring down finail lead, though the works have been ended many years, and are not fit

* Dugd. Bar. V. i. p. 259. -J-
Arcli. v, ii. p. 278. J Arch. v. ii. p. 285.

for
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for drinking*. There are two chalybeate fprings here, one in a meadow called Fiflipool-

flat, which islikePyrmont waterf. The rocks begin hereabouts to Ihew thcmfclves in

a thoufand romantic Ihapes.

At the bottom of a long hill, called Cromford, is a village of the fame name ; a large

handfomeinn was built here in 1778. The right hand road goes to Nottingham, the

left to Matlock, crofiing a little ftream that comes from Bonfal in its way to the Der-

wcnt, which it falls intojuft below, after turning a mill for fpinning cotton, invented

by one Mr. Arkwright, who has a patent for it, and in conjundion with fome other

perfons, carries on the bufmefs with great advantage to himfelf and the neighbour-

hood. It employs about 200 perfons, chiefly children ; and to make the moll of the

term for which the patent was granted, they work by turns, night and day. Another

mill, as large as the firfl:, is building here, new houfes are rifmg round it, and every

thing wears the face of induftry and chcarfulnefs. A third is built atBakewell, another

at Calver. Mr. Arkwright was bred u barber, but true genius is fuperior to all diffi-

culties, even thofe of education, and happily he found men of fpirit to fupply that

money which he wanted to carry his fchemes into execution. The undertaking amply

repays them for their confidence.

The manor of Matlock, with thofe of Bonfal, Wirkfworth, and many others, were

part of the great eftate of the Ferrers, earls of Derby; and in 36 Henry III. earl

WiUiam obtained a charter of free warren in them, amongft othersj.

How different is the appearance of this place now, from what it was fome years

ago, when it was only noticed by the traveller as " the habitation of a few grovers,

who dug for lead ore, and whofe huts were not bigger than hogfties !"§ And yet,

beautiful as it is now, that defcription was then a true one. The grandfather of a man
whom I fawin 1780, worked at the firfl: building over the old bath, and no carriage

had then ever paffed through the dale ; indeed none could have pafled, the rocks at

that time extending too near the edge of the river. The waters became known about

the year 1698, when the bath was built and paved by the reverend Mr. Fern, of Mat-

lock, and Mr. Heyward||, of Cromford, and put into the hands of George Wragg,
who to confirm his title, took a leafe of it of the feveral lords of the manor for ninety-

nine years, paying them a fine of 150I. and an annual rent of fixpeuce a-piece. He
then built a few fmall rooms adjoining to the bath, which were but a poor convenience

for ftrangers ; but his leafe and property were fold about the year 1730, to Mr. Smith

and Mr. Pennell, of Nottingham, for near one thoufand pounds. They erefted two

large commodious buildings, with ftables, coach-houfe, kc. made a coach-road along

the river fide from Cromford, and opened a better horfe-way from the bath to Mat-

lock-bridge, which is now made a very good turnpike road. Mr. Pennell afterwards

bought Mr. Smith's part, and dying about 1733, left it to his daughter. It is now
the joint property of feveral perfons^l.

The bath is twenty yards above the river, and from it to the top of the rocks on the

weft fide of the houfe is 120 yards perpendicular, where (land fome fmall cottages.

From thefe are feveral grafs clofes on another afcent, which afterwards becomes fteep

and rugged, and rifes almoft to a level with the top of Maflbn, whofe fummit is 250
yards above the Derwent. On the north and weft fides of the bath rife Weftupfhills,

twenty yards above the High Torr, on the lower and fouth part of which is a fmall

• Short, Prcf. p. 14. f lb p. 276. % Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 262.

§ England's Gazetteer.
||
Short, p. ?o.

fl By Fahrenheit's thtrmometer, the temperature of common water is 48°, Matlock bath 68°, Buxton
laih 82°, vital heal 96°, King's bath, at Bath, 114°, boiling water 212°. IVIntehurft's Theory, p. 109.

2 grove.
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grove, with dry meadows, houfes, mines, &c. and above thefe is a rugged, ftony

afcent, on tlie top of which proud Maflbn raifes his lofty head, about one hundred

fathoms above the fummit of Matlock High Torr. On the weft fide of the bath is

another fteep and almoft inacceflible afcent of crags and rocks, above which are fome

houfes and inclofures, and at the top of them a plain, commanding a very large

protpect, except on the north fide, where it is bounded by Maflbn*.. From this plain

are leen fome parts of StaftbrdQiire and Chefhire, with feveral towns, villages, &c.

All the warm waters fpring up from between 1 5 and 30 yards above the level of the

river ; higher or lower the fprings are cold, and only common water. There are

feveral warm fprings, befides a current of warm water from a mine called Balls-eye,

which was a natural grotto formerly filled with ore, and produced very great quantities

of lead.

All along this courfe of warm watei-s, from their firft eruption down to the river,

are va(t heaps of petrifactions!, which are foft before they are expofed to the air, and
very light, but afterwards turn to a fmoaky blue colour, become very hard, and are

ufed in building. Anv ftrong acid dropt on them, raifed a great fermentation, and

turns them to jellv|. XVhilst the waters retain their warmth and motion, few or no pe«

trifattions are found, but when they begin to lofe their warmth and motion, the petri-

faftions are found.

All the warm waters dropping from the roofs of fmall grottoes hereabouts, form

little pillars or prifms of various fhapes, fuch as bones of all forts, hartlhorns, corals,

and faint reprefentations of fome parts of animals§ ; but thofe above ground form
another fort of petrifaftions, by incruftation at firft, but it afterwards deftroys the body

on which it is gathered, retaining the perfedt fliape of it, as moifes, grafs, leaves, fticks,

&c. There is a notion that the petrifying quality is not fo ftrong now as it ufed to be.

The Bath water, and all thefe tepid fprings, are very clear, and have no fteam except

in a cold morning, or in winter ; nor do they throw up great bubbles of air like the

Buxton waters||, which contain more fulphur and mineral fpirit^.

Thefe waters are lighter than Briftol water by near a grain in a pint, and are good in

hective fevers, want of appetite, and many other cafes**.

Two miles fouth-wcfl, is Middleton Bath, which rifes clofe by the fouth fide of

Bonfal brook, at the foot of a very high, fteep mountain, one mile from Middleton, two
from Wirkfworth ; it is 16 yards long, feven broad, and two deep. It is continually

bubbling up with great force, and immediately empties itfelf into the brook. It is

chiefly ufed to cure mangey horfes and dogs, but is fit to be employed to much greater

purpofesft.

The entrance of Matlock Dale from Cromford, is by a paflage cut through the rock,

which makes a very flriking appearance. From hence it is about a mile to the bath,

* Short, p. 71, 72. + Ibid, p. 74. J Ibid. p. 86. § Ibid. p. 77.

II
Ibid p. Si. f Ibid. p. 88.

_

** Ibid, p 91. ft I')i<l P-92-
i)r. Percival has given the following comparative view of the different temperatures of Bath, Bu:cton,

Brillol, and Matlock waters, meafurcd by Fahrenheit's thermometer.

Bath— King's batli pump 1 1 2°

Hot-bath pump - 114!
Crofs-bath pump 110^

Bviflol Hot-well pump - 76°

Buxton Bath - - - 82"

St. Ann's well - «i"

Matlock Baths - . . 68'

Spring ... 66'

Se« his experiments on the waters of Biixiun and Matlock,

7 the
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the road running by the fide of the river, and the dale being in fome parts fo narrow,
that there is little more than room for the road between the river on one hand, and the

rocks on the other. In fome places it fpreads to a greater width ; in all, it is a moft ro-

mantic and beautiful ride. The river is fomctimes hid behind trees, fometimes it glides

fmooth and calm, fomctimes a didant fall is heard ; here it tumbles over a ledge of

rocks, ftretching quite acrofs, there it ruflies over rude fragments, torn by florms from
the impending mafles. Each fide, but particularly the farther one, is bordered by
lofty rocks, generally clothed with wood, in the moft pifturefque manner. In many
places where they feem to be quite perpendicular, and without any earth on them,
underwood, afli, and other trees flioot up, growing to the common height.

At Matlock are two baths, the old and the new ; the new is the firft, is a handfome
houfe, and the fituation is much pleafanter than that of the other, but the old is much
the largefl: houfe, and mofl: frequented. Each of them has a bath. The company
dine together in a large room at two, and fup at eight, after which there is mufic for

thofe who choofe dancing, or cards for thofe who prefer them. The charge for dinner

is one fhilling, and the fame for fupper ; every one drinks what he likes.

A little way from the old bath, a boatman is ready to feny over to the other fide

of the river, where he has made a walk on the bank, through the wood at the foot of
the rocks, as far as the mouth of a lead niine, drained by an engine, which is worked
by the river. In this walk two little ftreamlets are feen on the oppofite fide, haftening

down the bank. One of them falls from a confiderable height, but would have a bet-

ter effed if the regular fteps over which it tumbles, were taken away. Returning to-

wards the landing place is an afcent to the top of the rock by about 220 fteps, befides

feveral gradual flopes ; this is fo well managed by different turnings, that though the

rock is here almoft perpendicular, little difficulty is found in gaining the fummit; and
the wood grows fo clofe to the edge of the path, that there is no room for the leaft

apprehenfion of danger. About halfway up is a feat overlooking the river and coun-
try. At the top is a fine pafture ground, floping from the very edge of the rock down
to a little valley, where a fmall bend of the river is feen, though from the fituation of
the ground, it appears to be a different one from that which you left below.

Turning to the right a ruftic bench is found, from whence is a full view of the whole
of that fcenery, of which different parts had prefented themfelves before. A blind

path acrofs the inclofures, leads from hence to the cotton-mill.

Between the bath and the village of Matlock, the ride is equally romantic with the

entrace of the dale ; but in one place the rock, from its fuperior height and boldnefs,

has acquired the name of Matlock great or high Torr. It is faid the perpendicular

height is 140 yards. About half way up it is covered with underwood, without any
great trees ; the upper part is perpendicular, and almofl entirely bare, only here and
there is a fmall tree hanging out of a crevice. The river runs clofe at the foot, and
by the intervention of a ledge of ftone, forms a confiderable cafcade. The ftrata

of ftone here exaflly correfpond with thofe, on the oppofite fide of the vale ; a proof
that fome violent convulfion has rent them afunder*.

A little beyond this is the village ; the houfes fcattered on the fide of the hills and
in the bottom, the bridge, the church. Handing fingle, near the edge of a high rock,

yet fheltered by trees, the meadows, the moving machinery of an engine for draining

a mine here, and the barren hills in the Lointain, form altogether a moft picturefque

and delightful view.

• Whitchurft, p. 153.-
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About a mile from Matlock bridge, is a icene fit for the pencil of a Salvator Rofa.

Take the road to Chederfield, and at the turnpike go ofl'on the right, over a common

icattered with lar^e grey (lones, when a fmelting houle ealled the Lumbs, is foon feen.

'it ilands on a point, from which the water falls a great height over therudeft rocks,.

and has worn a deep hollow, covered with fragments of ftone,^ fome of them very

large, between which the current finds its way. At the bottom is a little mill, turned

by a fmall branch of the ftream, which is conducted by a channel made for that pur-

poie. A little above this mill is the flation for feeing the fall.

At this fineltino- houfe red lead is made by burning common lead a fufficlent time,

by which it is reduced in weight as much as 200 or 300 pound in a ton. On the

ftones in the common I faw a little of the rock mofs, which is found plentifully at

Dolgelly, in Merionethfhire, and carried from thence to Dublin, where it is ufed

as a red dye.

Near Matlock bridge are two chalybeate fprings, one by the fide of the road to

Bakewell, on the right hmd rifing the hill; the other, which is stronger, is under a

bank in the road to Alfreton, by the fide of the little ftream which comes down from

the fmelting mill, mentioned above.

In the way to Bonfal fome pieces of water have been lately formed by dams acrofs

the little ftream, which runs do« n that bottom, and on one of them a large corn-mill

is built.

There Is a pleafant ride on the road to Nottingham, the river being on the right, and

much wood on the fides of the hills.

On the top of the hill called Riber, which Is above the church. Is a ftone, fald to have

been formerly a rocking ftone, called in Cornwall a Logan-ftone, but it is not move-

able now ; it has a round hole in the top, exaQly refembling one which Dr. Borlafe,

in his antiquities of Cornwall, has given a print of, plate XI. fig. 4. It is not very large,

and is placed on two other ftones.

At Birchbver (pronounced Bircher) are fome very large rocking ftones, called Rou-

tar-ftones, in a moft extraordinary fituation, well worth vifiting. The beil way is to

go through Winfier, keeping the church on the left, when a road up the fteep fide of a

hill on the right leads to Bircher, a fmall village, at the farther end of which are thefe

ftones in an inclofure*. They are a moft wonderful affemblage of rocks, or rather

huge ftones, piled on one another, forming a hill, which runs in length for feventy

yards, or more, from eaft to weft, the north fide and weft end being nearly perpendicular.

You go up at the eaft end by a moderate afcent, when prodigious maffes of ftone prefent

themielves, and a paffage about fix feet high appears, which formerly went under part

of them, and came out on the north fide, but the middle of it is now fallen in.^ On
the north fide, you find fome immenfe ftones, which form a kind of alcove, i-eeming as

if Icooped out for that purpofe. Going up to the higher part are two rocking ftones,

which can be moved by the hand ; one of them, fuppofcd to weigh 50 ton, refts on two

points of lefs than a foot diameter each, but there is now earth and grafs collected,

which cover the ftone on Mhich they reft, yet not fo as to prevent its being moveable

On the higheft ftone of all, a round pillar of three joints, with a wcathcr-cock at th

top, has been let into fuch a hole as that which appears in the ftone on Riber, mentioned

abovef. (3n the north fide of one of the upper ftones, towards the welt end of the

• Tbefe mult be what arc (lightly raciuioned by atukeley, without afcertaiiiiiig the place; he fpcaks

•ftwo tumuli on the edges ofoppolite hills on eiiteiing the Peak couiiiry, and a hermitage by a great

rock-jcalkd RatclilF, on the back of which Hones are fct up two and two, forming aceltic avenue.

f Mr. Rooke fays, this is a rock-bafon, snd thai theie arc Qthers here, .'\rch. v. vi. p. ui. where are

feveral views of these rocks.

hill.
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hill, a chair is cut, with two arms of very rude workmanfiiij), and a feat for one
perfoii on each fide of it. One of the iippcrmofl (tones meafures 37 feet, or more, in

length.

When feated in this chair, you fee towards the right a fmgle flone on an dppofite

hill; called the Kan die, or Anvil-ftonc ; and to the right of that another, called Tho-
mas's Chair ; on this lall there was a few years ago, a flone cut in (hape of a chair,

with a feat on each fide, but it is now thrown down. Looking to the left, on the points

of a high crag, are two upright ftones, called Robinhood's Stride ; a little to the right

of them, at the other end of the range, terminating in a heap of looi'e (loncs, is Crat-

clifFTorr; fouth of Robinhood's Stride is Bradley, or Bradsvell Torr, where is another

Ihaking ftone. This laft is probably that which Dr. liorlafe fays he had heard of,

as being four yards high, and twelve round. Of the two at Routar, he fays, the

largeft is computed to weigh at leafl: twenty ton, and it is on a karn twenty feet

high*.

At the foot of Routar, on the fouth fide, is a houfe called Routar-hall, once the ha-

bitation of a gentleman's family, lately belonging to Mr. Eyre, of Derby, from whom
it defcended to the prefent lady INhiflareene, his daughter ; there is alfo a fmall chapel.

From this houfe there is a way up to thefe flones, where part of them is feen in a mofl

extraordinary pofition ; the highefl heap of them here forms a face to the weft, where
they hang over one another almofl without fupport, in the manner of that defcribed by
Dr. Borlafe in plate XI. fig. 5, but much larger. The guide would make you believe

that the facrifices were performed here, and that the marks of fire are flill vifible on
thefe flones. I cannot fay I could fee it. The north fide at this end confifls of vafl

mafl'es, piled on one another in the fame manner, fmall ftones feeining to have been put

m to fupport the large ones. The heap goes further towards the weft, but lefs high, and
is terminated by a fingle fquare flone placed on iome others.

It feems incredible that thefe flones fliould have been brought and placed here by any

human art, as no engines now known would be equal to the talk of bringing and placing

them in the pofition in which they are now feen. Yet when one conliders Stone-henge,

which is beyond doubt the work of art ; when we hear what mafles of folid flone were,

carried to Palmyra, and raifed to a great height, one cannot fay it is impoflible that this

fhould be the work of human hands. Dr. Borlafe obfervesf, that the ancients had
powers of moving vafl weights, of which we have now no idea ; whatever knowledge
was poilefTed, was poffeffed by the Druids, and they are fuppofed to have had fo abfolute

a command of the peoplej, that nothing would be wanting to effedt what they might

defign. There are other certain marks of their having been in this neighbourhood.

But, after all, may not this heap be the eflefl: of that convulfion which has left fuch

aflonifhing marks of its violence in this country; and might not the DruiJs, finding the

flones here remove the furrounding earth, and ufe them as a place of religious worfhip,

taking advantage -of the uncommon circumflance of fuch large flones being moveable

by fo fmall a force, to make the multitude believe they were inveftcd with fupernatnral

powers ?

Dr. Borlafe defcribes a Tolmen in Cornwall, and another in Scilly, to confifl of a

large orbicular ftone, fupported by two flones, between which there is a pailage, and
fays they are both in the decline of hills, beneath a large karn of rocl'L^, (landing on
t'.vo natural fupporters : he adds afterwards, " Another thing is worthy of our notice

* Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 182. } Ibid. p. 175.

1 Rowland's Mona Antiqua, p. 67.
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in this kind of monuments, which is, that underneath thefe vafl ftones, there is a hole

or paffage between the rocks :" whether this was ufed as a fanftuary for an otfender to

fly to, or introduce profelytes, novices, people under vows, or about to facrifice into

their more fublime myfteries, he does not determine*.

The ftones on Routar do not feem to anfwer the defcrlption of a Tolmen, but that

on Bradley Torr does ; the paffage, however, might be for a fimilar purpofe.

Cratcliff prefents a broad and very lofty perpendicular front of ftones, wonderfully

large, facing Winfter and Elton ; fome of the upper ones are worn on the edges, as

if jagged, and many of them are marked with feams, probably occafioned by the rain

waftiing away the fofter parts : Mr. Rooke fays there are four rock-bafons on the top.

At the weftern end is a fmall cave in the rock, open to the fouth, which was formerly

the habitation of a hermit. At the eaft end of it the figure of our Saviour on the

crofs was carved on the ftone, and great part of it is ftill remaining. On the left of it

is a niche. Facing the entrance was a feat, hewed out of the rock. A bed-place leems

to have been feparated from the reft, the holes remaining in which the pofts were pro-

bably placed.

On the fame range of hill, two ftones ftanding upright in a direiSi: line from one ano-

ther, have got the name of Robinhood's Stride ; they are alfo called Mock- beggar-

hall, from the refemblance they have to chimnies at each end of a manfion-houfe, and

which, on the north fide particularly, might induce the poor traveller to make up to it

in hopes of refreftiment. Still more weft of this, is another craggy rock, which, froni

the road to Elton, feenis to hang almoft without fupport.

About half a mile to the north of thefe rocks, on Hartle-moor, or Stanton-moor, is

a circle of nine upright ftones, called the Nine Ladies ; a little weft of this is a fmgle

ftone, called the King ; near this are feveral cairns, fome of which have been opened,

and bones found in themf.

On Bircher-moor, towards Bakewell, I was told there is a fimilar circle, but the ftones

not fo high as in the other|.

Going towards Elton, the guide fliewed me the top of what he called a pillar of

eighteen or twenty feet in height, appearing between the Eandle-ftone and Tho-

mas's Chair, towards Bakewell ; but at Bakewell I could not get any information

about it.

About 200 yards north from the Nine Ladies, and a quarter of a mile weft of the

little valley which fcparates Hartle-moor from Stanton-moor, Mr. Rooke defcribes a

circular work called Caftle Ring. It has a deep ditch and double vallumj the entrance

is very vifible on the fouth-eaft fide, where part of the vallum has been levelled by the

plough. The diameter from N. E. to S. W. is 143 feet, from S. E. toN. W. 165

feet. As no coins or Roman utenfils have been found near it, he fays there feems to be

grounds to fuppofe it a Britifli, not Roman encampment. Some give it to the Danes,

who fecurcd themfelves fome time in Derbyfliire, after they had driven out the Saxons,

but us vicinity to many Druidical remains, feem to fpeak it Bridfti.

This gentlemen alfo mentions three remarkable ftones, called Cat-ftones, on the eaft

fide of Stanton-moor, at the edge of a declivity, looking over Darley Dale ; and ano-

ttier near them, called Gorfe-ftone, derived from the Britifh word Gorfed-dau, which

• Antiquilies nf Cornwall, p. 171, 176.

\ Mr. Kooke fays, tlicre was fuund with bones a large blue glafs bead, with orifices not larger than the

tip of a tobacco-pipe

J Mr. Rooke mentions this as being on Hartle-moor, half a mile wetl of the Nine Ladies, and having

BOW only fix lionet.

Dr.
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Dr. Borlafe mentions as a place of elevation ufed by the Druids from whence they ufed

to pronounce their decrees. He gives alfo a plan of a fmall circular work in the middle

of Stanton -moor, 16 yards diameter, and I'ome remarkable rocks near the village of
Stanton.

Thefe things my miferable guide gave me no information of when I was there.

On the commons of Winftor are feveral barrows, chiefly of ftone, but one of earth

was opened about the year 1768, when there were found in it two glafs veffels, be-

tween eight and ten inches in height, containing about a pint of water, of a light green
colour, and very limpid. With thefe was found a filver collar, or bracelet, and other

fmall ornaments, and one of filligree work, of gold, or filver gilt, and fet with garnets,

or red glafs. There were alfo feveral fquare and round beads, of various colours, of

glafs and earth, and fome fmall remains of brafs, like clafps and hinges, and pieces of

wood, as if of a little box in which the ornaments had been depofited*.

From Matlock there are many excurfions to be made. That to Routar, which I have
jufl mentioned ; to Dovedale, and Mr. Porte's, at Ham ; to Haddon-hall, Bakewell,
Mr. Eyre's, at Haflbp, andMonfal Dale; to Hardwick-hall ; to Chatfworth, and from
thence by Middleton Dale to Caftleton, in the high Peak, and lb to Tidfwell and
Buxton.

The road to Dovedale is by Middleton, leaving Wirkfworth on the left ; through
Braffington, Bradburn, and Tiflington, into the turnpike-road from Bakewell to Alh-
bourn, about two miles and a half from the lafl: place, coming into it at a little public-

houfe called the Dog and Partridge ; but the traveller muft not depend on this houfe

for refrelhment. The road to Dovedale goes off the turnpike by this houfe : pafling

a church on the left, and two or three cottages on the right, you turn on the right

into a field, where there is no other track than what is made by the fummer vi-

fitors
;

yet in the lower part of this, on the left, the entrance of the dale will be eafily

found.

Before I enter on a defcription of Dovedale, I mufl: mention that at Braffington there

is in a large pafture a rock, called Rainfter, fpreading fomething like a turkey-cock's

tail. On the moor, on the right, is a rocky hill, called Harbury, from whence you
fee to a great diftance. The moor is covered with rocks of a rough, ragged ftone. On
this common, fome years ago, a Kyft.vaen was difcovered by a farmer, who cut through
the barrow to get ftone ; he broke part of the lid, but found it fo troublefome that he
defifted, and the reft of it remained perfeft, and was vifited by the gentleman from
whom I had this information. I believe this is the fame as is now to be feen on the top

of Miningle-low, near Braffington common, between Newhaven and Winfter. On
this fpot were feveral, three of them are now remaining, but partly hid by a plantation

of trees, which is surrounded by a wall. They confift of large perpendicular ftones fet

into the ground, and appearing fome more, fome lefs above the furface, fome dole to-

gether, others not fo, and on the top of them is laid one large flat ftone. The moft
perfect is about nine feet in length, and on the north eaft fide there is room enough to

go down into it. Another lefs perfect is 1 3 feet in length.

To return to Dovedale ; the walk between the rocks begins at a point, where
the river Dove turns a corner of the projecting hills, one of which (on the left) is very
lofty, and is called Thorpe Cloud. Here the horfes muft be left. Following the courfe

of the ftream, you come to the upper part of the dale, called Mill-dale, where there i»

a little public-houfe by a bridge, which leads towards Alftonfield, and the great copper-

* Arch. T. iii. p. 274.

6. jaiiie
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mine of the duke of Devonfliire, called Ecton-mine. If you mean to go thither, a guide

iiiuft be got to take the horfcs round to the bridge,

Dovedule is in every part deep and narrow, the river running fometimes clofe to

the rocks on one fide, fometimes on tlie other, often barely leaving a foot-path.

Thefe rocks, on both iides the water, ai-e of grey limeftone, of every wild and gro-

tefque variety of height and flrapc. Sometimes they ftand fingle, like the fragments

of a wall, or the tower of an old caftle ; fometimes they rife from a broad bafe in a

kip.d of pyramid, at others, flender like a pinnacle ; fometimes plain and perpendi-

cular ; fometimes huge mafles hang on the upper part, almoft without fupport, and

feem to threaten deltruclion to any one who ventures beneath them. Yew, a(h,

whiteleaf, and other trees, grow out of the crevices, fcattered in various parts, in

one place forming a thick wood from the bottom to the top. AVood-pigeons, and

a great number of hawks are found here ; and there is a rabbit-warren, in which

3 1500 couple are taken in a year, the fkins of which fell for about eight fliillings a

tk)zen.

After going up a little way, there is on the right a large natural arch In a rock, which

ftands out fmgle, and has the ajipearance of a wall ; this leads to a cavern in the rock be-

hind, called Reynard's-hall, and to another called his kitchen.

Towards the upper end is another large arch and a cavern, called Foxholes. Be-

yond this, a turn on the right leads to a farm-houfe, called Planfon Grange, but the

itream will lead to INIill-dale. The rocks continue ibme diflance further, and then

are loft by degrees, a fragment peeping out here and there after the chain is dil'continued.

The Dove rifes near Buxton, in the parifli of Alftonfield, is here of various

width, very clear, deep in fome few places, but generally fhallow, runs rapidly,

and has many fmall falls, but none of confequence; the bed of it Is fometimes

overgrown with weeds, and the fides often fo, which takes oft' much of its beauty.

It here parts the counties of Derby and Stafford. Poachers take from five to twenty

pounds weight of trout or grayling at a time, and carry them to Buxton or Matlock,

where they fell them for fix-pence or eight-pence a pound. Cray-fifli are alfo taken

here.

On the top of the road, oppofite the Foxholes, cockles, perrlwinkleF, and other fea-

fliells are found ; fliells are alio found petrified In the rocks, in feveral places. On the

hill in the road from Ham to Wetton, they are digging a crumbly red grit-ftone, almoft

entirely compofed of cockle and other fliells. On a hill oppofite Reynard's-hall, in an

old mine, a few entrochi are found In the ftone ; and In the wood beyond Is a vein of

ruddle, or red ochre, in chinks of the rocks, which is ufed to mark ftieep with, and it

will noteafily wafli out. In it are found cryftals of a courfe red colour, of five points,

lefs perfed than thofe found at Buxton, but harder. Lava Is fald to be feen about

Thorpe cloud, and in other parts of the dale. From this hill the rocks on the oppofite

fide of the river aftunie new lliapes, and their fliadows projeded by the fetting fun have

a fine eStSt.

This fccne is romantic and wild, with more of the fublime than the beautiful ; but no

one of curiofity who is in this part of the country can omit feeing it.

There is a way to go into this dale at the head of it, by going to 1 lanfon Grange, which

flands at one entrance, or to Mill-dale at another ; but it cannot be found without a

guide, who may be taken from Tifllngton, where is a feat of the very ancient family of

Fiizherbert*. If this is preferred, the horfes muft be fcnt round to meet you at coming

out, if It is intended to go to Aflibourn.

• The author of ihc famous law-book, called Natura Brevium, was of this family.

I o Leaving
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Leaving the dale, on going out of the field turn on the right to Mr. Porte's, at

Ham. His garden is in a bottom, furroundcd by hills, and confifts only of a walk
round a meadow. The right hand hill is a rock, at the footof wliich is thecuriofity

that attracts the traveller. The rivers Hamps and Manifold ingulpli themfelves at a

confidcrable diftance front hence, and from each other, the one near fix, the other four,

miles oft"; the one running north, the other wefl, yet they come out of the rock in tliis

place within 10 yards of each other, the former from a hole of about four feet deep,
the latter from one of 14. They prefently join their flrcams, and receiving that cur-

rent of the Manifold which runs above ground from Wetton-mill, when there is too

much water to be received by the fwallows there, run under the name of the Manifold
into the Dove, at no great diltance. Some have aftefted to doubt whether the ftreams

which break out in the garden are really diflincl ones, or only different branches of the
fame ; but I was allured by a man of obfervation, that he has feen at different times
one of them fwelled by a fudden fliower, the other remaining calm, and fo of each of
them. In this hilly country it is conimon for a heavy fiiowcr to fail in one place, when
at a fmall diftance it fliall be fair weather.

In the rock above is a feat of which Congreve was very fond, and where it is faid

he wrote his Old Bachelor, a play thought at that time to be very witt)\ The oppofite
hill rifes fteep and high, and is covered with a hanging wood, at the foot of which is

the channel filled by the Manifold, when the cavity in the rocks at Wetton-mill will not
carry off all the water, but dry in a feafon of drought. In this channel (up to the mill)

are ftones which fhew a vein of pyrites, the fize of a knitting-needle, croliing the ftones
in various direflions. It is faid that no others of the fort are found in the neirfhbour-

hood. From the upper end of this meadow a conical hill is feen, Hat at the top, as if

the point was cut off". It feems to (land fingle, amongft a heap of rude, mifhapen
mountains, and forms a llriking objeft.

In the garden is a curious engine for fupplying the houfe with water, made by Mr.
Chatterton, a very ingenious workman at Derby. There are two buckets which work
themfelves, one defcending as the other rifes, the full one emptying itfelf into a pipe,
which conveys it to the houfe.

St. Bertram's well ; his afli-tree growing over it, which the country people ufed
to hold in great veneration, and think it dangerous to break a bough from ; or his

tomb in the church, which are mentioned by Plot * ; I did not hear of it at the
place.

About four miles from Ham, in the way to Edon-mine, is the village of Wetton a
mile from which is a mill, of which, and the rocks about it. Smith has engraved a
view, amongft thofe he has given of this country. There is fome fcenery of rock and
water, but it will fcarce repay the trouble of a walk. In going to it you fee on th^,-

left a large cavern in a high rock, but it has nothing to compenfate the labor of going
to, and defcending from it. In the bottom, a little below the mill, the Manifold
rufhes into fome chafms in the foot of the rock, and runs under ground till it rifes in

the garden at Ham. The gardener proved the faft, by putting fome corks into the
river here, and fixing a net at the place of its emerging at Mr. Porte's, where he found
them again.

Wetton is a very mean village, the inhabitants employed in mining. It is a poor
vicarage of 20I. a-year, the church ferved about once a fortnight. This place belongs
to the duke of Devonihire, and the land lets from lo to 40 fliillings an acre. The cart-

• Natural Hillory of SlafTordfhiie, p. 207, 4C9,

ing
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ing at E£loii-mlne Is of much fervice to the farmers here, who earn a good deal of mo-

ney by it.

That mine, which is a little beyond, is perhaps the richefl; copper mine in Europe.

The hill in which it was found, is about 700 feet perpendicular in height. It was

difcovered about the year 1739, by a Cornifli miner, who, pafling over the hill, ac-

cidentally picked up a bit of the ore. The firft adventurers, however, expended more

than 13,0001. before they got any returns, and feveral of them gave it up ; the fecond

fett were more fortunate. After finking a fliaft of 200 yards deep, and driving an adit,

they found great quantities of copper ore, which increafed the lower they defcended.

At the end of their leafe, the duke took it into his own hands, and for fome years

cleared eight or io,oool. a-year ; but in 1779 and 1780, the demand was fo great on

account of flieathing the men of war with it, (^then firft ufed; that he worked it to the

extent of 30,0001.

This mine W its pofition differs from any yet difcovered in any quarter of the world.

The copper does not run in regular courfes or veins, but finks perpendicularly down,

widening and fwelling out as it defcends, in form of a bell.

The miners work fix hours at a time for one fliilling ; women, by talk, earn

from 4d. to 8d. a-day
;

girls and boys from 2d. to 4d. A great number are em-

ployed*.

At the bafe of the hill is an adit, by which you may go a confiderable way into the

mountain, but to defcend to the lower part requires a refolution which every one does

not poffefs ; and indeed it is a work of hazard to fuch as are not accuftomed to that mode
of travelling.

If too much of the day is taken up in this excurfion, to return to Matlock with con-

venience, (which may be the cafe by going to Dovedale and Ham only) very good ac-

commodations may be had at Afhburn ; and the celebrated pifture of Raphael's, at Oke-

over, fuppofed to have been one of the coUedlion of Charles I. may be feen the next

morning.

The church of Alhburn was dedicated to St. Ofwald, by Hugh de Patifhull, bi-

lliop of Coventry, in 1241, as appears by an infcription on a brafs plate, found on

repairing the church fome years agof, which is as follows ; Anno ab incarnatione Dni

Mcclxjviij* ke Maij dedicati eft hsec eccia & hoc altare confecratum in honore fci

Ofwaldi regis & martins a venerabili patre dno Hugone de Patifhull Coventrenfi Epif-

copo.

In theHarleian MS. n°i486, fo. 49, b. is a copy of this infcription, (differing in a

few letters only) which is there faid to be written in an old Saxon character, in brafs,

in Mr. Cokayne's houfe at Afhburn. There is no date to the memorandum.
It is remarkable that the bifliop fhould be ftyled of Coventry only.

The manor of Afliburn with that of Wirkefworth was given by King John to William
Ferrers, earl of Derby |.

Near Afhbuyn is Bentley, the feat of the Beresfords, who have enjoyed it from the

time of the conqueft. In the church is a monument for one of the family, who had 16
fons, eight of whom loft their lives in the glorious battle of Agincourt.

The ride to Bakewell is a very pleafant one, by the Great Torr and the village of
Matlock. On croffmg the bridge, keep the river on the left, which accompanies the

road a confiderable way, fometimes near, fometimes farther off} on the other fide

• The Gentleman's Magazine for 1769. p. ^9, has a particular account of this mine.

f A fao fimik of which is io the Gant. Mag. Sept. 1772, X Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 260.

of
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of it a variety of hills rife in fucceflion, various in form and colour, fome pafture,

fome corn, fome heath. The clergyman's houfe at Darley, fnug in the bottom, has

a neat and chcarful appearance. On feveral of the hills plantations have been made,

which are now getting up, and on others are natural woods. In different dales vil-

lages are feen, particularly Winder, and innumerable cottages are fcattered on the

fides of the hills, which greatly enliven the fcene. Culture is generally extended to

the tops of the mountains ; nor are even the mafl'es of ftone, which in many places

lie fo thick as feemingly to render all attempts of the plough fruitlefs, able to ftop

the hand of induflry. The miners employ thofe hours which are not fpent in

fubterraneous work, or neceflary refrcfhment, and that fkill which they acquire

from their profelllons, in clearing the ground for the ploughs, and it repays the

labor.

At Roofley bridge the right hand road goes diredly to Chatfworth ; the left, crofs-

ing the bridge, to Bakewell. About a mile on this fide Bakewell, Haddon Hall pre-

fents its venerable front, on the fide of a hill, overlooking the little river Wye, and

fome exceeding rich paftures, reckoned the fincfl in the country. The houie is caftel-

lated, and confifts of two courts, roiyid which the apartments and offices are built.

Over the door of the great porch, leading into the hall, are two coats of arms, cut in

ftone ; the one is Vernon, the other is Fulco de Pembridge, lord of Tong, in Shrop-

fliire, whofe daughter and heir married fir Richard Vernon, and brought him a great

eftate. In the fouth front is a gallery, about no feet long, and 17 wide, the floor

of which is faid to have been laid with boards cut out of one oak, which grew in

the park. In the middle is a large recefs, with a w indow, and feveral other great bow
windows. In one of them are the arms of England, circled with the garter, and fur-

mounted with a crown. In another are thofe of the earl of Rutland, impaling Ver-

non with its quarterings, and circled with the garter. In the fame window are the

arms of the earl of Shrewlbury*, alfo circled with the garter. In a corner of the firfl

court is the entrance to the chapel, under a low, fliarp-pointed arch. In the eall win-

dow were portraits of many of the Vernon family, parts of which ftill remain, but a

few years ago the heads were ftolen from them. A date of Millejimo ccccxxvij is le-

gible. In the north window the name Ediuardus Vernon, and his arms, remain ; and

in a fouth window is Willmus TniJJcIl. In a dark part of the chapel ftands the Roman
altar, dug up near Bakewell, on which, according to Camden, is the following in-

fcription

:

Deo Marti

BraciacK

Ofitius Ca^cilian

Prefea
Tro ...

V S

The rooms (except the gallery) are dark and uncomfortable, and give no favourable

idea of our ancedors' tafte or domedic pleafures
;

yet was this place for ages the feat of

magnificence and hofpitality. It was at length quitted by its owners, the dukes of Rut-

land, for Belvoir caftle in Linconfliire.

For many generations it was the feat of the Vernons. Prince Arthur, fon of Henry

VII., ufed to vifit fir Henry Vernon at this place. Sir George, the ialt heir male, who

• Sir Henry Vernon married a daughter of John, the fecond earl of Shrewftury. A very curious and

accurate defcription of this houfe io given by Mr. King, in the 6th vol. of the Arcbxologia, p. 3|6.

VOL. II. 3 D lived
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lived in the time of Queen Elizabeth, gained the title of King of the Peak, by his gene-

rofity and noble manner of living. His fecond daughter carried this eflate in marriage

to John Manners, fecond fon of the firfl earl of Rutland, which title afterwards defcend-

ed to their poflerity. For more than 1 00 years after the marriage this was the prin-

cipal refidence of the family, and the neighbourhood did not feel the lofs of their old

pati'ons. So lately as the time of the firfl duke of Rutland, (fo created by Queen
Anne) feven fcore fervants were maintained, and during 12 days after Chriftmas,

the houfe was kept open with the old Englifli hofpitality. 'Jhis nobleman was fo

fond of the country that he rarely left it, and when he married his fon to lord Ruf-

fell's daughter, made it an article in the fettlement that fhe fliould forfeit part of the

jointure if flie ever lived in town without his confent. What would a modern lady

fay to fuch a ftipulation ! The charadler of this nobleman was truly great, and he

received the noblefl: pleafure in the enjoyment of the love and refpeft of his neigh-

bours, and the bleflings of the poor. Can the fafhionable round of diflipation, in the

town in winter, at the watering-places in the fummer, afi'ord a heart-felt fatisfaclion equal

to this ?

Bakewell is at the foot of the hills ; the church with a handfome fpire (landing on a

little eminence makes a good appearance. The font in it is of great antiquity ; and at

the well end is a Saxon arch. In one of the chancels is a railed tomb for fir George
Vernon and his two wives, with their figures at full length on it ; and againft the wall

are two magnificent monuments of alabafter, one for fir John Manners and Dorothy his

wife, daughter and coheirefs of fir George Vernon ; the other for fir George Manners

and his wife, (who ereded it in her life-time) and their four fons and five daughters,

with all their figures. In the eaft chancel is a fmall raifed tomb of alabafter, for John

Vernon, fon and heir of Henry Vernon, who died 12 Aug. 1477. The letters of the in-

fcription were originally raifed, but having been damaged, are now let into the flab, the

old form of them being preferved.

In the church-yard is an ancient ftone crofs, faid to have been brought hither from

fome other place.

The houfe which was formerly the Angel inn, and had a bath in it, is now a private

houfe, and the bath is deflroyed.

This place is now only a vicarage, worth about Sol. a-year, being an impropriation to

the dean and chapter of Litchfield ; but it is a very extenfive parifh, comprifing feven cha-

pels of eafe, fome of which are worth 40I. and 50I. a-year, or more, to which the vicar

appoints : Buxton, i 4 miles ofl", is one of.them. At the reformation, as much land and

tythes were fold oil' by the dean and chapter, at fmall i-eferved rents, as it is computed
are now worth 3000I. a-year.

On the right hand of the bridle-road from hence to Chatfworth, is a fquare plot in a

paflurc, with a tumulus in it, which is hollow at the top, a few thorns growing on it.

This was part of the caftle built by Edward the Elder, in 924*, which was of great ex-

tent, as appears by foundations occafionally difcovercd ; but there is not now a flone of

it to be feen.

From this fpot is a delightful view of the town, the valley, the river, the mea-

dows, and the oppofite hills. Near the foot of the cafile-hill, a copper bolt head,

• The words in Gibfon's Saxon Chron. under that year are ;
" Porrexit inde 'i. e, a Snotingham) in

Pcaclund ad Badecanwyllam {i.e. Bakewtll) & jiifrit cxaEditicari urbtni in ejusvicinia, S: prxfidio firmari,"

p. lie. From the name of Badecanwylla it may be conjectured that the bath here had been in ufe long

before this time
;
probably made by the Romans.

an



bray's tour into DERBYSHIRE, &C. 387

an inflrument difcharged from fome engine, was lately found, covered with a greea
cruft.

Near two miles beyond Bakewell is a village called Afliford in the Water ; on rifing

the hill beyond it (in the road to Tidfwell) a wall guards a precipice on the left, from
whence is a moft enchanting iV.ene. The bottom is a narrow dale, called Monfall
Dale, running between the mountains on your left hand, and, oppofite to the place

where you (land, winding round the corner ot a projecting hill, and at length lolt be-

hind another, which feems to clofe the vale. It is watered by the lively little river

Wye, which rifing near Buxton, about 10 miles otf, finds its way between the hills,

and runs through this dale, by Alhford, Bakewell, and Haddon Hall, into the Der-
went. The delcent from the point of view is Iteep and abrupt ; at the bottom ftands

a farni-houfe, in a moft pidurefque fituation, fliaded by ibme trees, and juft by is a

rurtic wooden bridge over the ftream, refting on fome rocks, and forming a communi-
cation with the oppofite ground. The river runs through meadows mixed with a few
corn fields, fometimes of a confiderable width, fometimes narrowed by banks orna-

mented with fine trees ; widening again it runs round a fmall ifland ; here it breaks

over rocks, there it fteals foftly along, and twifting in a thoufand meanders, is at

length loft behind the point of a hill, but the found of a confiderable fall of its waters

is heard. The fide ol the left hand hill, which is very fteep, is in fome parts of the

fineft turf, in others covered with underwood, from the brow to the water's edge.

The projefting hill, which is oppofite, is of green turf, and after rifing to fome
heighth, becomes nearly flat ; its plain is adorned with fingle trees difperfed over it,

after which it riles again.

A horfeman may crofs the water by the farm-houfe, and will find a track on his

left, by which he may pafs through this little vale to Afliford, and fo return to Bake-
well; and by going this way will gain a fight of the waterfall, which is well worth
vifiting. The duke of Devonftiire, who is owner of this fairy dale, has often brought
the duichefs to enjoy the beauties of it. If you have an inclination to go up this dale,

and trace the ftream towards its fource, you come to a point of land, where the Wye
receives another little ftream, which rifes on Wardlaw Moor ; on this laft ftream is a
place called Bright Pool, to which people fometimes go to bathe, though it is nothing
more than a part of the rivulet deeper than the reftj but the water of it is fuppofed
to poffefs fome medicinal qualities. Higher up is a fmall fall of the current over the

rock, not worth the trouble of going through the bullies to fee. At the point of land

above-mentioned, a gentleman to whom it was allotted on an inclofure, has made a
large plantation of lavender, peppermint, and other aromatic herbs, and fet up a dif-

tillery of them. This is called Crefsbrook Dale, and if the wood was properly cleared

away, I am told it would be a Dove Dale in miniature.

At Afliford a confiderable work is carried on in poliftiing black marble, dug there^

and brown or yellow brought from Money-afti, and other places, about three miles off.

About the year 1 748, one Mr. Watfon ere£ted the mill for this purpofe, the mechauifin
of which is very ingenious, and was his own invention. The machines are moved by
wheels turned by the ftream, and faw, level, and polifli, diflerent pieces at the fame
time The black marble takes fo fine a polifli that the flabs have the appearance of
looking-glafs. The grey is full of fea-ftiells, andrefembles that found in fome parts of
Suflex.

Two miles from Bakewell, in the Sheffield road, is Haftbp, a handfoaic feat ofMr.
F.yre, in whofe family it has been from the 1 3 Henry VII. when it was purchafed by

302 lus
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his anceftor of fir Robert Plompton, of Plompton*. He purfues a plan begun by his

father, of making large plantations ot trees. The walks in them are pleafant and well

kept. He has built a green-houfe and hot-houfe.

Of all the amufements which a plentiful fortune enables a man to enjoy, there is per-

haps none fo rational as that of planting. It is not only a prefent pleafure, but a future

profit ; not only a private advantage, but a public benefit, Inllead of decaying, like the

works of art, a plantation improves with years, and the longer a man lives, the greater

the beauty and value of his woods. Nor is it for poflerity only that the planter works,

many forts of trees may be cut for profit in the compafs of a moderate life ; neither is

the pleafure derived from it confined to himfelf, every paflenger partakes of it. Let

any one who has travelled through the uninclofed counties fay how chearful, after

palling a long tract of common field land, is the appearance of the few homefteads

around the little village, their hedges adorned with trees, and fheltering the cottages of

the inhabitants!

Hardwick Hall, a noble old feat of the duke of Devonfhire, is about ten miles from
Matlock. The way is, through the village, turning on the right when over the bridge,

and then the road inclines to the left. Pafs fome barren commons, and over an ex-

ceeding hilly road, into a rich country. At about ten miles the hall is feen on a high

hill, like a caftle in the midfl; of a wood. It was brought into the Devonfhire family by
the countefs of Shrewfbury (mentioned at Derby) who built it near the fpot where the

old manfion flood, part of which is flill remaining ; but much of it was pulled down,
and the timber ufed in building the prefent houfe at Chatfworth. In Kennett's Memoirs
of the Cavendifh Family, he fays, that one of the rooms in this old houfe was of fuch

exad proportion, and fuch convenient lights, that it was thought fit for a pattern of mea-
fure and contrivance of a room in Blenheim ; but he does not fay what room. William

earl of Devonfhire, great grandfon of this lady, refided here, and by his weight and
influence contributed very much to the revolution. King William raifed him to the

title of duke, and honoured him with the highefl employments. He was a firm and
ileady patriot j the infcription which he ordered for his tomb is remarkable :

Willielmus dux Devon

Bonorum Principiim fidelis fubditus,

Inimicus ^ Invifus tyrannis.

The houfe is built of ftone, dug out of the hill on which it flands, and has a lofty

tower at each corner, and a fpacious court in the front. Going through a large hall,

a grand flair-cafe leads to the apartments on the firll floor.

At the head of the flair-cafe is the chapel and the dining-room, in which are feveral

family pidures.

The countefs of Shrewfbury in a clofe black drefs, a double picked ruff, long chain

of five rows of pearls, reaching below her waifl, fleeves down to her wrifts, turned up
with fmall picked white cufl^s, a fan in her left hand, her hair brown.

Charles Cavendifh, brother to the third earl of Devonfhire.

Charles Cavendifh, brother to the firfl duke, taken when he was afleep.

William, the firfl duke, in armour.

Sir Harry Cavendifh, brother to the fecond duke.

Jiohn lord Burleigh, fon to Ann, countefs of Exeter.

JElizabeth, countefs of Devonfhire.

• Harl. MS. No. i486, fo. 49.

A head,
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A head, by fome called that of Erafinus, but the Cavendifh arms are on if, and

other arms, in fingle Ihields.

Robert Cecil, third fon to William, fecond earl of Salifbury, a fmall whole length.

Lord treafurer Burleigh.

Sir William Cavendifh, the hufband of this lady, at 4?, in a fur gown, long picked

beard, whiikers, fmall flat cap, glove in his left hand.

One of the countefs's hufbands (which of them is not known) in black cloaths and

cloak, large plaited ruff, fmall picked beard and whiikers.

A head, faid to be of fu* Francis Bacon.

Over the chimney are the countefs's arms, in a lozenge, and underneath are thefe

words ;
" The conclufion of all things is to fear God, and keep his commandments.

E. S. 1597." From this room a palfage, open to the hall, leads to the drawing-room,

which is wainfcotted about fix feet high, and above that hung with taped ry. In this

room is a pifture of the countefs, where (he appears in a more advanced age than ftie

did in that which is in the dining-room ; the drefs is black, the fame chain of pearls,

a large ruff with hollow plaits, a kind of figured gauze veil comes over her hair to the

forehead in the middle, but leaves the fides of her hair uncovered, and hangs down
behind ; her hair is here of a golden colour. Quei-e, therefore, as the hair in the

other portrait is brown, whether they are both meant for her. From this pidure

Vertue engraved his print of her. Over the chimney are her arms, in a lozenge, with

two (tags for fupporters, and underneath are thefe lines, alluding to the great fortune

flie brought ;

Sanguine Cornu Cordt Oculo Pcde Cervus et aure

Nobilis at claro pondere nobilior.

Beyond this are three bed-rooms, in one of which is a bed worked by the Queen of

Scots, when fhe was here under the care of the earl of Shrewlbury ; it is in filks

worked on canvafs, and then fet on black velvet. The chairs and hangings are alfo by

her. In the latter is a figure adoring the crofs, and 1 2 whole lengths, females, with

the names over them, of Conftans, Artemifia, Pietas, Chaftity, Lucretia, Liberality,

Perfeverance, Penelope, Patience, Magnanimity, Zenobia, Prudence. Another flight

of flairs leads to the ftate apartments. (.)n the flair-cafe here is a whole length of the

fird duke on horfeback, in an embroidered coat, a large wig, and a feather in his

hat.

The ftate room, in which the firft duke ufed to have his levees, is very lofty, 63
feet long, 33 wide ; and at the upper end of it is a chair of ftate, under a canopy. It

is hung with tapeftry to fome height, over which is colored ftucco, reprefenting the

court of Diana, hawks, dogs, &c.

The ftate drawing-room is hung with tapeftry. Over the chimney is the ftory of

Abraham offering up Ifaac, in the fame fort of ftucco as in the laft room.

Adjoining to this is the ftate bed-room, and the bed-room of the Queen of Scots.

Over the door her arms are carved in wood, with M R in a cypher, and round it,

Marie Stewart par la grace de Dicu Royne Defcojfc Douariere de France. Creft, a lion
j

motto, In my defens.

Another bed-room.

A gallery, about 195 feet in length, extends the whole of the eaft front, with win-

dows in fquare receffes projefting beyond the wall. In this gallery are a great number •

of portraits of royal and noble perfonages, many of them hurt, and fome entirely de-

Ilroyed by damps.

,3 On
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On the left hand going in is a whole length of Queen Elizabeth, in a gown painted

with ferpents, birds, a fea horfe, fwan, oRrich, iicc. her haii" golden.

James V. king of Scots, xt. 28, Mary, his fecond wife, Kt. 24, in one piece.

Sir Thomas More, in a fur gown, and black cap.

HenHesIV. VI. VII. VIII.

William, fecond earl of Sali{bur}\

Mary the Firft of England.

The countefs of Shrcwfbury, a half length, a black gown faced with ermine, arufF
w'.ih fmall plaits, three chains of pearls, interfperfed with gold oniaments, not hanging
very low ; her hair yellow.

Edward VI.

Sir William Cavendifli, as in the other room, set. 44.
Henry VIII.

Thomas Hobbes, set. 89.

Cardinal Pool.

James I. when a boy, in a very aukward drefs.

Henry VIII.

One of the Cavendiflies, 1576, ast. 25.

Oueen Elizabeth.

Stephen Gardiner.

James I. ret. 8. a° 1574, a hawk on his hand.

George Talbot, earl of Shrewfbury, s:t. 58, a° 1580.

Maria D. G. Scotia piijfima regina^ Francia Doweria anno atatis regni 36 Anglic^

captivice 10.

Amongfl thofe next the windows, which are almoft defaced, are Arabella Stuart,

lord Parnley, fir Thomas Wyatt, and King Richard the Hid.

The duke fometimes fpends a few weeks here in the funimer, and indeed the fitua-

tion is a very noble one.

To make the excurfion to Chatfworth, the pleafantefl:, though not the nearefl ride,

is by Bakewell. Turning on the right hand in the town, crofs the river, and afcend

the hill by a bridle road, going by the fite of the caflle, mentioned before ; this hill is

very fteep, but from the fide of it the town, the river, and the meadows, prefent a

very pleafing landfcape. From the defccnt on the oppofite fide, Chatfworth is feen in

the bottom, with its woods and numerous additional plantations made by the late duke,

the tops of the fiony and barren hills fhewing themfelves behind it. It does not appear

to advantage from hence, as the vale is fo narrow, that the lawn in the weft front is

hardly diftinguifhed, and the woods behind feem to rife clofe to the houfe.

At the entrance of the park a handiome houfe is built by the duke for his chaplain

(who has the living of the place) on the fpot where the inn, called Edeiifor (pro-

nounced Enlor) inn, lately Itood ; and the inn is removed to the left of the village, in

the road Irom Matlock (which pafles through part of the park) to Bafslow and Tidf-

•well. In the way to the houfe, crofs the river Derwent, by a very elegant (tone bridge

of three arches, ereiEted by Mr. Paine ; the fculpture is the work of Gibber ; thofe in

the niches of the piers are of ftatuary marble, the others of ftone from a neighbouring

quarry. On the lelt of this, by the river fide, hid by trees, is the remain of an old

fquare tower, moated round, called Mary Queen of Scot's bower, or garden, from a

garden which there ufed to be on the top oi the tower, in which ihc probably was al-

lowed to amufe herfelf.

7
So
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So much has been faid of this houfc, at a time when there was no houfe in the

country to be compared vvitli it, that it is no wonder if the vifitor is difappoiiiteJ. It

was built in the reign of William HI. and is certainly magnificent, but you look in vaiu

for thofe beautiful productions of the pencil, which now fo frequently adorn the feats

of our nobility and gentry ; a few whole length portraits in one of the (late apart-

ments are nearly all you fee. I'he chapel is elegant, and there is a good deal of the

exquifite carving of Gibbon, who'ioft his life here in putting it up, by a fall from a

fcaflbld : in the library, which is feldom opened, are a few antiques. 1 he manner in

which you are fliewn the houfe^ does not prejudice you much in its favour. Nor can

I fay any thing in praife of the garden, as it is now kept ; the conceits in the water-

works might be deemed wonderful when they were made, but thofe who have con-

templated the water-falls which nature exhibits in this country, and in various parts of

the kingdom, will receive little pleafure from feeing a temporary flream falling down a

flight of fteps, fpouted out of the mouths of dolphins or dragons, or fquirted from the

leaves of a copper tree. The little current in the wood above, which defcends in a

perpetual rill from the refervoir on the hills, would, if properly exhibited,- furnifh a

much more pleafmg fcene, though it could not be faid to be in the ftile of the houfe,

magnificent. The walks which lead to the higheft part of the wood, are clofe, with-

out openings to let in views of the country, or of particular objeds, and yet in many
parts the underwood is cut dow'n for ufe, clofe to the walks, which has a very difa-

greeable appearance. At the point of the wood is a building, called the Hunting

Tower, probably intended to furnifli a fight of the hunters on the furrounding hills,

but it does not now anfwer the purpofe, the trees being in fome parts grown fo high as

to intercept the view. It is a fquare, with a rounded tower at each angle, two Itories

above the ground floor, the top leaded, about 90 feet high in the whole. There is a

better view to the wefl: and north, before coming to it, than there is from the building

itfelf, owing to the growth of the trees, and a very fine one this is. The houfe, the

park, the river, the kitchen-garden (of fix acres) lie immediately below ; beyond is

Mr. Eyre's, at Haflbp, with the plantations about his houfe ; Bafslow, Stony Middle-

ton, diftinguifhed by the fmoak of its lime-kilns ; and Stoke-hall, with the barren hills

called Bafslow-barrov/, forming a contrail to the other cultivated parts.

By a view of Chatfworth, taken by Knyff, and engraved by Kip, about the year

1709, it appears that the wood extended only to the foot of the hill where this tower

ftands, except that there were tv/o fmall round clumps near the farther end ; though-

the whole is now covered, and many of the firs are of confiderable fize, fo that tho-

profpedt was then clear and uninterrupted. From hence the date of the plantation may
be nearly afcertained.

Above the wood is level ground, in which is a large nurfery of firs, oaks, &c. re-

moved hither from the warmer nurfery below, by way of being hardened for the flill

colder climate of the bleak hills, which rife beyond, and where the duke is making a
plantation of about 1 20 acres.. He plants about 20 acres of it in a year with Scotch fir,,

oak, and larch, of three years old. The ground is trenched afoot or 16 inches deep,

the turf thrown at bottom, the earth on that, and then the trees are planted at about

three feet dillance. This work is done from Chriftmas to April. By being planted

fmall, the roots get good hold of the ground before the whid has much power over"

them, and afterwards they fhoot with great ftrength.

It is on thefe hills that the refervoir is made which fupplies the water-works aud the

houfe } it contains about 16 acres.

Return



392 BRAV's TOUR INTO DERBYSHIRE, &C.

Return by a boundary walk near the outfide of the prefent woods, and crofs the rill

from therefervoir, which defcendsvery fwiftly for about loo yards to the water-temple,

and might be flieun to much advantage. Pafs by fome pieces of water to the grand

canal, which is 325 yards long, and 25 broad, and is on the fpot where originally flood

a hill, which was removed to open a view to the country. Here are fome fme trees,

and from hence Bafslow-barrow fliews its naked top over the houfe. A wood on the

high parts of it, not hiding the whole of the ground (or rather rock) would have a

good eft'eft, but it is not the property of the duke. From the end of this canal there

is a noble terrace walk leading to the houfe, feparated by a baluftrade from a walk in

a flirubbery below, which is parted by a funk fence from the park, and has a fine flope

down to the river, with a view of that and the bridge. The balullrade and the under-

wood fpoil that view from the terrace.

The great ftables are magnificent and well contrived. The weft and north fronts

extend 202 feet ; the centre part of the fouth front contains Handings for twenty-one

horfes ; there are two ftables tor leven hunters each, and two for three each ; a three

flail liable for ftallions ; a farrier's fhop, other workfhops, lodges for the domeftics,

and different offices adjoining. Befidcs this, there is flabling for thirty-fix horfes

in the buildings adjoining to the houfe. Thefe flables and the bridge were built about

1760.

The alterations made in the grounds by the late duke, were under the dire<^ion of

Mr. J^ancelot Brown*.
In returning to the inn, you may go on the right hand, when over the bridge, and

from fome round clumps of trees fee all that fide of the park. A new gate is made
here, which comes out juft by the inn.

By going to the high ground on the left fide of the park, above the road from Matlock,

that part is fcen to advantage, and it is the niofl beautiful, the trees being fmer, and better

difpcrfcd.

However little the noble owner may be inclined to lay out his money in difpofing his

grounds according to the modern, fimple and beautiful ftile, he is not backward, when he

is here, in diflributing it to the diflrelTed. The poor, the widow, and the fatherlefs,

blefs that providence which has beftowed fuch wealth on one fo ready to reUeve their

wants.

The landlord of the inn at the park gate is an intelligent, fenfible man, and can fur-

nirti verv good accommodations.

To fee the Peak, &c. a lodging will be wanted cither at Caflleton, or at Tidfwell
;

the latter is much the moft comfortable, and the ufage at the George is very civil, in a

plain flile. If the traveller dines at Edenfor, he fliould fleep at Tidfwtll, and go to Caf-

tlcton in the morning.

The road to either, from Edenfor inn, is by Middleton-dale; crofs the river by a bridge

at Bafslow, another at Calver, and then come to Stony Middleton, where the unufual

figure of the church, or rather chapel, which is an oftagon, ftrikes the eye. Over
the town is feen the fmoak of the numerous kilns, ufed for burning the rocks into lime

for manure, by means of which the moft barren of thtfe hills are fertilized. Thefe

kilns are built at the foot of the rocks, from which the Hone is got to be burnt ; they

work only in the fummer, except one, which is- conftantly employed in burning lime

for a fmelting cupola here. It takes up two days to burn a kiln ; the lime is drawn

out at bottom, and fold for two-pence a ftrike, or bufliel. The men earn from eight

* Paine's Plans, &e.

to
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to ten {hillings a week. Small carts biinp a load of flack (the fmall part of the pit-coal)

from about Sheffield and CheflerfieKI, and receive for it a load of lime. Three flrike

of lime are confidered as a load, and from 40 to 50 loads are laid on an acre. Coals

are fold here for 6d. the hundred weight.

The lime-ftone is one mafs of fliells, all of the cockle and oyfter kind*.

The chapel is a chapel of ease to the church of Hatherfage, was rebuilt in 1759, and

is very neat in the infide.

Land letts from a guinea to 50 fhillings an acre. Little wheat or barley is grown, but

large quantities of barley and nialt are brought from Wirklbp and Mansfield, for the

Manchefter carriers, who come hither to receive it.

In this place is a tolerable inn, called The Man in the Moon—and on the north fide

the town there is a bath, called St. Martin's, nearly as hot as that at Buxton, bubbling

up continually like that ; it is enclofed by four walls, but is open at the top, and has

been ufed by poor people with good fuccefs in rheumatic cafes. Near this a drinking

warm fpring rifes out of a rock, and falls on the earth below, having no b*fon to re-

ceive it. There are alfo three perpetual warm bubbling fprings on the weft fide the

church -yard. Thefe warm waters, like thofe at Matlock, are petrefyingf. There is

alfo a chalybeate fpring here|.

In the lead-mines on the other fide the mountain, above thefe fprings, and about two

fathoms above the lead ore, was a bed of Boulder-ftones, any one of which being

broken, is found to contain from half a pint to a gallon of foft bitumen§, Hke Barbadoes

tar ; it melts before the fun or fire to oil. There were alfo feveral fprings in the mines,

that took fire with a candle, and would burn a week or fortnight ; and all the water

drilling through this ftratum of Boulder-ftones will take fire, and burn many days.

This bed was continued between two and three miles all along Hucklewedge, with its

burning waters. The firft difcovery of thefe ftones happened by a workman's breaking

one of them ; the outfide was only a ftiell of ftone, filled with a foft matter, in which

he ftuck his candle, which burning down to this fubftance, it melted and burnt, and

was then a fine clear balfam, without fmell, except thrown into the fire. When cooled,

it hardened like fine fat, and at firlt was ufed for grcafing boots and flioes, but was found

to fhrivel them up.

On the north fide of the mountain, oppofite thefe fprings, is a mine which cannot be

worked, for in picking or ftriking the ore, the fudden fliaking of the metal gives fuch

a violent motion to the fulphur, that it makes an explofion like fired gunpowder, fo as

great lumps rife and fly about||.

This is the entrance of Middleton-dale, through which the turnpike road runs. It

is a narrow valley, or rather cleft, between lofty rocks, which feem to have been rent

by fome great convulfion of nature ; they are moftly bare, or with a few fcattered

buflies, or trees. In confirmation of the opinion that the rocks have been torn afunder,

it has been obferved that the veins of lead in the mines on one fide, have correfponding

veins in the fame direction, on the other. A ftreamlet runs down by the fide of the

road, great part of the way. Where the road turns oft' to Eyam (pronounced Eme)
Mr. Longftone has placed a feat on the fummit, has planted fome trees, and made a

grotto with fpars, &c. found in the neighbourhood. One Bennefon earns a livelihood

hereby collecting them, and has a number of fpecimens at his houfe. In the church-

* Short, p. 96. f Slioit's Hidory of W.iters, p. 91. 102. % Ibid, p. a"©.

§ Qu. If this it the rock oil, or faiiitt butter, mejitioneJ by Mr. Pciir.ant, in his Tour iu Wales, 177J,

p. 421.

II
bhort, p. 97.
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yard of Eyam Is a ftone crofs, fuppofed by an eminent antiquarian to be Danifh. At
the time the great earthquake happened at Li{bon, on November i, 1755, about ten in

the morning, the rocks were fo much difturbed in the mines here, that foil, &c. fell

from their joints or fiffures, and the workmen heard violent explofions, as it were of

cannon. They fled to the furface for fafety, but on venturing down, found nothing ma-

terial had happened*.

There are here fome remarkable caverns. One of them is called Boffen-hole CBofTen

fic;niHes a Badger), but the chief is Bamfoith-hole, in Charlefwork, a little vvefl of the

former. The following is Dr. Short's defcription of it

:

" Charlefwork lies at the foot of a very fleep rock, ninety-three yards high, and five

yards above the level of the brook ; its entry is fix yards high, and eight wide, when
you walk on for fifty-two yards, and then come to an unpayable deep ftagnant

lake. This cave reaches quite through the mountains, and opens into Eyamdale, which

is above half a mile. By another of its grottos it opens near Foolow, which is a mile

and half, paffing under Eyam church.

Forty-four yards above this is the entry into Bamforth-hole, 49 yards from the top of

the rock, and as much from the fmall brook ; the entry is five feet high, then defcend-

ing, one fhoulder foremoft for forty yards, you rife up for thirteen more, all this way
not being above a yard wide. At lall you climb a fteep fix teet high, and enter into

the middle of a large cave, where are great variety of ftalaftitious petrifaftions.

Leaving the cave behind, and going 25 yards forward, you are introduced into a mod
magnificent room, nine yards wide, and two loigh, its roof, floor and fides all fhining

with endiefs numbers and varieties of beautiful tranfparent ftatues, with feveral regular

ranks of fine pyramids, and other curious figures, fome upon pedeftals, others reaching

the roof, others reaching from the roof to the floor. In the middle of this room is a

bafon three yards long, and two wide, on each fide of which is a ftately pillar of flalac-

tites, one fine poliflied marble, and another in the middle upon a pedeflal ; through

the bottom of this is a very fmall pafl"age a few feet down, into another entry, to feveral

other caves flill lower. The roof of this vault is beautifully adorned with all kinds of

fhells, here generated arid generating, of fundry colours, and no lefs beauty and variety,

interwrought with many other curious figures. A little beyond this is a fine ftone

pillar fupporting the roof. On the right hand of this cave are openings into two

others, at ten yards diftance. I went 360 yards into this cave, the fame entertainment

.and curiofity all along, and many other caves going off on all fides, and faw no end of

them, they going on under the whole mountainf."

Minerals are found in the fiirures, and between the lamina of limeftone, never in the

folid fubftance. The vein is frequently intercepted by what is called toadfione, black-

flone, channel, or cat dirt, which runs between, and cuts oft" all communication between

the upper and lower fifl'ures in the limeftone, but being dug through, the vein is

always found below it ; it is however fometimes of great thicknefs, from fix feet to

600.

Between Grange-mill and Darlhy-moor there are found the following ftrata }

1. Millflione grit - 120 yards.

2. Shale or ShiverJ
- 120

3. LimcHone - - ^o

• WhJtehurft, p. i?9.
_

f Short, p. 95'.

X Shale is a black laminated clay, containing neither animal flor vegetahle imprefTions, and r.irely ml-

a*rals ; but has iron ftone in nodulee, and fonittimcs (Iratified, Springs ifl'uing from it arc of the chaly-

Ixatc kisd,
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ground ; fmall walls of two feet high -were railed on the fides, and on thefe other flat

ftones were laid, but they extended only to the breaft, except the two capital ones,

which were walled up, and covered from head to foot, in the form of a long chelt. On
removino- the rubbiih, many jaw-bones and teeth were found undecayed, but none of

the laroer bones of the body. The heap of floncs that covered them was circular, 32
yards in'diameter, and about five feet high ; the Hones forming the coffins appeared

plainlv to have been taken from a quarry about a-quarter of a mile diflant. A part

of the' circle was vacant, but probably not fo originally, as fevcral bones and teeth were

found in that fpace.

The Rev. Mr. Evatt, of Afhford, who communicated this account to the Royal

focietv, thinks this monument not to have been very ancient, lefs fo than a wall

which is there, and enclofes the field, becaufc that wall cut off a part of the circle,

and the part fo cut off was as level as the reft of the field ; and he apprehends that in

buildinc- the wall, they would not have taken the pains to remove the ftone in order

to carry the wall ftraight*. I confefs I fliould draw a different conclufion from the

pofition of the wall, and fhould think it more likely that they would carry the

wall ftraight, (efpecially as the ftones removed furnifhed materials for it) than that

the monument ftiould be thrown up on both fides of fuch a wall, and be interfered

by it.

About a mile and a half beyond Wardlow turnpike, Tidfwell is feen on the left, and

two roads turn oft' on the right; the neareft, which is a turnpike road, goes from Tidf-

well to Sheffield ; the farther leads by an old broken wall, and a few houfes, called Lit-

tle Hucklar, to Caftleton, a town at the foot of that hill where is the famous cavern

called the Devil's A .

The well at Tidfwell, mentioned as one of the wonders of the Peak, is at a diftance

from the town, and ebbs and flows at uncertain times ; after great rains, feveral times

in an hour ; in dry weather, perhaps not once a weekf. Eden-hole, another of the

wonders, is about three or four miles oft', but by no means worth feeing ; it is no-

thing more than the mouth of a very deep chafin in the earth, walled round, to prevent

cattle from falling in. Cotton fays, he founded 8S4 yards, and found no bottom, but

it is faid now that the plummet ftops at 1 60 yards. Short, from the found of ftones

thrown in, calculates it to be 422yards|.

A fmall clear ftream runs through the ftreet at Tidfwell ; except two or three houfes,

the buildings are mean, but the church is large. In the chancel is a flat ftone in memory
of John, fon of Thomas Foljarabe, mentioned as having done much towards building

the church. The date is 1358. There is alio a raifed tomb (on which bread is given

away every Sunday) for Sampfon Meurrill, with a date of 1388 ; and another for Ro-
bert Purfglove, defcribedaspriorof Gifburn abbey, prebend of Rotherham, and biffiop

of Hull, who died 1 579. He was a native of this town, and furrcndered the abbey to

Henry VIII. who allowed him a confiderable penfion. He was afterwards made provoft

or prebend of Rotherham college, in Yorkfliire; and in the beginning of Queen Mary's

reign, was made archdeacon of Nottingham, and fuflVagan bifhop ot Hull, under the

archbilhop of York, and had other dignities, Refufing to take the oath of fupremacy

to Queen Elizabeth, he was deprived of his archdeaconry, and other fpiritualities, in

1 560, whereupon he retired to this his native place, and founded here a grammar fchool,

adjoining to the church-yard, and an hofpital for 12 poor people; and alfo founded a
grammar- fchool at Gilburne§.

• His fxprcfllon is, " fo carry it level." f Short, p. 34. i Ibid. p. 33.

( Wood's Aihense Oxou,

In
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In the fouth tranfept of the church is a tomb, with whole-length figures of a man and

woman, thoir names not known.

Return about a mile of the road paffed over in the way to Tidfwell, and then turn off

by the broken wall mentioned before.

The defcent of the hill to Cadleton is liMig and lleep. A fine vale is feen be-

low, in which is a town with a hamlfomc Ipire, feeming to be the object of your

journey; but at the pouit of the hill, a fliort turning to the left leads by a flill

Iteeper road to Caiileton, which appears on turning this point ; the other town is called

Hope.
At this point air fome objetls to be attended to. The vale below is of confiderablc

width, fertile, and divided into corn-fields and paflures, watered by a rivulet, which

fhews itfelf here and there. On the range of hills which rife on the oppofite fide,

(and ftretch away on the left to Caflleton, terminating in a point called Mam-Torr)
near to Hope, is a pointed knob, almofl circular, round which is a trench ; and nearer

to Caftleton is another, lefs confpicuous ; the former is called Win-hill, the latter

Loofe-hill, from the event of a battle faid to have been fought between two parties

pofted here, but who they were, or when it happened, the people cannot give any in-

formation. At a dip of thefe hills, near Hope, the entrance of another dale is feen,

which runs behind them, and is called Edale. Mam-Torr isdiftiiiguilhed by an abrupt

precipice of brown (lone, with a large area on the top, incloied with a double trench,

running up to the edge of it. The vulgar ftory is, that this hill is continually crumb-
ling, without being diminiflied, and it was therefore reputed one of the wonders ; they

call it the Shivering hill, from the fliivers of (lone brought down by the froll:. That
it is diminifhed, and moft vifibly fo, I fliall mention more particularly by and by.

A more wonderful thing here is a rich lead mine, which, though it has been worked
much longer than any other which is known, (perhaps from the time of the Danes
being here) flill abounds with ore, and furniflies employment for about one hundred
people.

Caftleton is a fmall, poor town, at the font of a hill, w^hich rifes with a very fteep

afcent, the caftle Handing at the top of it. This hill is feparated from one which rifes

ftill higher, by a deep and narrow valley, called the Cave, or Cove, which runs on
two fides of it ; another fide is defended by the tremendous precipice which hangs over

the entrance of the great cavern ; but there is a narrow neck of land at the fouth-welt

corner of the caftle, which runs over the mouth of the cavern, and joins to a pafture,

called Calow Pafture ; fo that the caftle was only accelFible by the fteep afcent from
the town, or by this neck of land. It was, however, little calculated for defence, ex-
cept againft any fudden affault, being too fmall to hold any great number of men,
and there are no marks of there having been any well in it ; and unlefs they had fome
contrivance to get water out of the cavern below, (of which there is no trace) it doea
not appear how they could be fupplied, if an enemy was in pofleftion of the town.

It was, however, ufed as a fortification by the barons in King John's time, and was
taken from them in the 16th of that king, by William Ferrers, earl of Derby, (great

grandfon of Margaret, daughter and heir of WiUiam Peverell) who held the governor-

fhip of it fix years*. In the 7 Henry III. the cuftody of it was given to Bryan de
I'Ifle, a perfon much trufted by Henry. It was again granted to him in the 13th, and.

again in the i6th of that kingf. The valley winds amongft the mountains for the length

of a mile, being moftly narrow at the bottom, but oppofite the caftle was 200 yards

over.

* Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. zCi, \ Ibid. v. i. p. 737,

Tradition
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Tradition fays, that this caftle was built by William Peverell, natural fon of the Con-
queror, who once fpent a Chriflmas here. Mr. King thinks it of much earlier date,

but it is certain that Peverell had it at the time of the furvey, by the name of the Caftle

of Peke, with the honor and foreft, and 14 lordfliips in this county, befides a great
many in Nottinghamfiiire, and other countries*. It feems to have been fometinies

called the Caftle of Hoi>e, as John, earl of Warren and Surrey, was made governor of
that caftle in 28 Edwai'd I. and it is not known that there was any one in that place. In

4 Edward II. John, the grandfon and fucceftbr of this earl, had a grant of the caftle

and honor of Peke in Derbyfliire, with the whole foreft of High Peke, in as ample man-
ner as William Peverell anciently enjoyed the fame before it came to the king of Eng-
land by efcheatf. Pevei'ell is faid to have held a grand tournament here, at which a
king of Scotland and prince of Wales were prefent. This caftle and foreft appears to

have been part of the fortune given with Joan, fifter of Edward the Hid. on her mar-
riage with David, prince of Scotland|.

The common opinion is, that the ftone with which this caftle is built, was brought
from a place called Bur-tor, near Hucklow, by Bathara-edge, down Calow-pafture, and
was conveyed over a ditch of 50 feet wide, and 1 2 deep, formed by a point of land

fhooting out from the pafture into the valley, called the Cave, by a drawbridge near the

fide of the Ifthmus, to the point of the hill on which the caftle ftands. That the ftone was
brought from Bur-tor is indeed certain, for befides the almoft infuperable difficulty of
bringing it from the other fide, the ftone here is found on examination to be of the fame
fort as that ufed in this building.

The path from the town to the caftle is carried in traverfes, to break the fteepnefs of
the afcent. A large area, called the caftle yard, was inclofed by a ftone wall, running
acrofs the hill from eaft to weft, from the cave to the cavern, and from north to fouth,

along the fide of each of thofe places, fo as to meet the keep which ftands at the point

of a rock, jutting over the mouth of the great cavern, about 261 feet above the water
which iflues from thence. This wall, towards the town, is ftill 20 feet high in fome
places, but the ground within is moftly level with the top of it. A little diftance from
the eaft end of it is a part which is higher, and projefts four or five feet from the wall,

the top feeming to have been embattled. Between this and the north-eaft corner the

foot ot the wall is fupported by a ftone buttrefs ; near the north-well corner, the wall

is alfo higher, and in it was a door, or perhaps window, as there is no appearance of
fteps on the outfide. From this corner up to the keep, the wall along the edge of the

precipice is 10 or 12 feet high. The entrance to the caftle yard was at the north-

eaft corner, where was an arched way, as appears by the fouth fide of the arch ftill

remaining.

The walls of the keep, on the fouth and weft fides, are pretty entire, and at the

north-weft corner are now fifty-five feet high ; but the north and eaft fides are much
Ihattered. On the outfide it forms a fquarc of 38 feet two inches, but on the infide

it is not equal, being from north to fouth 21 feet four inches, from eaft to weft 19
feet thi-ee inches. As 1 can depend on the accuracy of my friend, who meafured it,

this difference muft be accounted for from a difference in the thickncfs of the walls,

which in general are near eight feet. It confilted of two rooms only, one on the

* Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 436. + Ibid. v. i. p. 81.

X A° J I E. 111. Eliz. que fuit ux Tho— MeiiercU tenuit die quo oblit terciam partem unius mefTiiagii

& 10 acr terre cum pertiiientiis in Wormluill in com. Derl)y de Johanna regina Anglix, [but this miiil be

a mlftakeT ut de callro de picco per fcrjantiam vid. per homagium & per fcrvicium invenicndi unum homi-
fiem cura arcu U lagittisin ibrclla iplius regine dc alto pccco. Harl. MS. zzzj. fo. loi.

ground
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ground floor, and one above, over which the roof was raifed, not flat, but with gable
tnds to the north and fouth, the outer walls rifiiig above it. The ground floor was
about 14 feet high, as well as can be difcovered from the rubbifli now fallen on the
bottom ;' the other room was 1 6 feet high. There was no entrance to the lower room
irom the outfide, (what is now ufed as an entrance being only a hole broke through
the wall at the corner where the itaircafe is*) but a flight of flieps led to a door in the
fouth fide of the upper room, the door being feven feet high, and about four and a
half wide. It is faid thefe fleps are remembered to have been there, but are now quite
deftroyed. The places where were the hinges of the door, remain, and on one fuie
is a hole in the wall, in which the bar to faften the door was put. It is now called the
bar-hole, is made of fquared ftone, and goes 12 or 14 feet into the wall; on the other
fide is a hole to correfpond with it. In this room is one narrow window over the door,
one in the north, and one in the eafl fide ; in the north-eaft and fouth-wefl corners^
arc two places which have the appearance of privies; in the fouth-eafl corner is a nar-
row winding flair-cafe, now in a ruinous condition, which led down to the room below,
and up to the roof. Defcending this ftaircafc, the lower room is found to have been
lighted by two windov/s, or loops, one in the north fide, the other in the eaft, each
of them being feven feet high, five feet five inches wide on the infide, but narrowing
to about four feet high, and feven indies wide on the outfidef. The walls are com-
pofed of fmall limeftones and mortal-, of fuch an exceUent temper, that it binds the
whole together hke a rock, faced on the outfide and infide with hewn gritfl:one. Part
of that on the outfide, and much of it on the infide, is flill pretty iutire; but the fandy
part of fome of the ftones has crumbled away, fo as at firft fight to exhibit an appearance
of very rude fculpture ; but within a quarter of an inch of the mortar, at the joints,
the fl:one is entire, which may be owing to the eSefl: of the well tempered mortar on.
fuch parts as come in contad -with it. In further confirmation of this opinion, I am
aifured, that at Bur-tor there is a ftratum of ftone which moulders away in this man-
ner. On the outfide there is no appearance of any fuch thing ; may we fuppofe the
weathej to have hardened the ftone there ? Within fide there is in the wall a little her-
ring-bone ornament. This caftle was ufed for keeping the records of the miners' courts,
till they were-removed to Tutbury caftle in the time of Queen Elizabeth. An intrench!
nicnt, which begins at the lower end of the valley, called the Cave, inclofed the town,
ending at the great cavern, and forming a femicircle ; this is now called the town
ditch, but the whole of it cannot eafily be traced, having been deftroyed in many
parts by buildings and the plough. Here, at Burgh, and at Hone, are forae chalybeate
fpnngs|.

' •^

The celebrated cavern well deferves to be feen, and Is vifited without dan^ver, and
with much lefs trouble than may be imagined by thofe who have not gone'' into it.A rock on the left of the entrance is ys yards and a quarter high ; and diredly from*
the caftle wall to the ground, is eighty-nine yards and an half§ ; the precipice, which
flopes down all the way on the left hand from the caftle, is above 200 yards long, that
on the right 100. The mouth, in which are a few huts of fome packthread-fpinners,
IS 40 yards wide, and 14 high. At 150 yards from the entrance you come to the
irft water, the roof gradually Coping down till it comes within about two feet of the

*
wu

^'"^ thmks.otherwlfe, and that the fleps leadmg to the door began on the eaft fide, and wentound he corner of the wall He has paid lach attention to thele matters in general, and to thi. place iu
^ai titular, that I dare not difpute his opinion,

t Mr. King has given a large account of this calUc in the 6th vol. of the Arch. p. 2,17, Sec
. Skort, p. 277. § Ibid. p. 30,

' ^"
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iurface of the ftream wliich pafles through the cavern ; this water is to be crofled by
lying ilown in a boat filled with ftraw, which is pulhed forward by the guide, who
wades through the water. You foon come to a cavern, faid to be 70 yards wide,

and 40 high, in the top of which are feveral openings, but the candles will not enable

the eve to reach their extent. After croffing the water a fecond time, (on the guide's

back) you come to a cavern, called Roger Rain's Houfe, becaufe there is a continual

dropping of water from the roof. At this place you are entertained by a company of

fingerB, who have taken another path, and afcended to a place called the Chancel, con-

fiderably higher than the part you (land on, where, with lights in their hands, they

fing various fongs The effeft is very ftriking. In the whole, the water is eroded

feven times, but (lepping-ftones are fufficieut, except at the two first. In one place,

the flream is loll in a quickfand, but emerges au,ain. At the didance of about' 750
yards from the entrance, the rock came down so clofe to the water, that it precluded

all farther paffage ; but as there was reafon to believe from the found, that there was

a cavern beyond, about four years ago a gentleman determined to try if he could

not dive under the rock, and rife in the cavern beyond ; he plunged in, but, as was ex-

pefted, flruck his head againil: the rock, fell motionlefs to the bottom, and was dragged
- out with difiiculty. The man who fhews this place, has been at much trouble and

fome expence in blowing up the rock, to open a pafl'age to this fuppofed cavern, but

finds that he has miffaken the courfc, and now means to try in another part. He
treated us with an explofion, which rolled like thunder. The water which is found

here, is fuppofed to be that which is ingulphed by the fide of the turnpike road, three

miles from Caftleton. in the way to Chapel in Frith, juft by a farm-houfe.

On coming out of the cavern, after having been lb long abfent from day-light, the

firft appearance of it has an effctl beyond defcription ; I know not whether a compa-

rifon of it with the break of day under a grey Iky, interfperfed with fleecy clouds,

will convey an adequate idea, but no one can fee it without feeling a moft pleafing

fenfation.

At the foot of Mam Torr is another cavern, called Water Hull, into which the

good-natured Ciceroni will probably endeavour to prevail on the traveller to descend

;

the defcent, however, is very dirty and diflicult, and there is not any thing at the bot-

tom worth feeing. They get out of it fome blue-john, ufed by the polifliers for

making vafes, &:c. and petrifaftions, amongit which are fome exaiftly refembling the

bones and Ihells of fifties of various forts, cockles, oyfters, pedunculi, patella;, and th&

nautilus ; bodies like the vertebra;, fnails, ftars, fkrews, and various Itriatcd figures,

and pieces of the capfula; ofinfefts, like thoi'e of butterflies.

I was told by one who had been in it, that there is, at fome diftance on the other

f de of the caflle, a cavern in a mine, which if it was not for the very great difficulty of

accefs, would be w ell worth vifiting ; from his defcription it feemed to refemble, ia

miniature, the famous grotto of Antiparos, in the Archipelago ; but, like that, would

require an uncommon fliare of rcfolution in the vifitor.

The hills on the diftercnt fides of the town produce flone of very different quality.

Thofe on the fouth, on one of which the caflle flands, furnifli a (lone which is burnt

into lime, and is ufed for a manure ; thofe on the north yield a grit-ftone fit for build-

ing. The hill on the noith appears brown and barren when viewed at a diflance, but

is, in fad, very good paflure ; the Yorkfliire drovers bring their cattle here in the be-

ginning of May, and keep them all the fummer, paying about thirty fliillings a head

ibr their feed. It is not very cafy to afcend this hill, but it is worth the labour

;

CalUeton dale fpreads as you afcend, aad on gaining the fummit, a lequeftered valley,

8 cuUcd
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culled Edale, opens to the eye in a beautiful manner ; it is wide and fertile, the inclo-

fures running up the fides of the hills, and yearly iucreafing. Other fmall dales come
into it from between other hills, and their vei'durc is contrafted by the brown tops of

the yet uncultivated ridges. Near the end of one of thefe is the principle part of the

village of Edale, and an humble chapel, without fpire or tower. A rivulet runs

down by it, (hewing itfelf m many places, and by the noife of its fall, direds to

a mill placed in a little grove. Two or three other clumps of houfes, and fmall

tufts of trees, and another ftreamlct falling into this, enliven the fcene. From
hence various other dales branch ofl' to what is called the Woodland of Derby-

fliire, through which no high road has yet been made. This tradl is of great ex-

tent, but much of it has been cleared of late, and the plough introduced by the

Duke of Devonfhire, to whom it moflly belongs.

Oats is the only corn they fow on the hills, which they do three years together,

if the land is in good condition, otherwife but two, and then lay it down into

grafs for fix or feven years. "When they break up new ground on the hills,

they ufed to lime it only, which is found to kill the heath, and produces a new,
fweet grafs ; but they now generally denfliire (i. e. pare and burn the fward •, plow
it for turnips, then fow oats and grafs-feed. Some put on liuie after it is laid

down into grafs, others in the turnip crop.

The hill which 1 have just mentioned as dividing Caflleton-dale from Edale,

confilts of a long ridge, terminating towards the welt in a broad end, one point

of which is called Mam Torr, or the fhivering mountain, the foot of which is

about a mile from Caflleton. On the top of this hill is good mould, two yards

deep, then clay three-fourths of a yard ; after that a bed of fhale, and a row of
ironftone, in their turns, for about 20 yards, but the ironflone always thickeff, being
often a yard, the other not half fo much ; then begins an intermixture of fliale, and a
mixt ftone, between ironftone and gritftone, in beds of the fame thicknefs, which con-
tinues to the foot of the Toor. Thefe ftrata lie horizontally, in the moft exafl order.

In the upper part it is perpendicular, but in the middle it flopes. On the top it is

about 60 yards broad, at the bottom of the running Ihale, about 400 yards*. Weft
from this is a fimilar breach in the hill, but fmaller, called Little Mam Torr. The
perpendicular height of the largeft, as meafured by a friend of mine, is 456 feet ; of
the Icaft, 243 feet j but the top of Mam Torr is faid to be near 1000 feet above the
level of Cafileton valleyf. On the top and fides of this hill is a camp, fuppofed to be
Roman, of an oblong form, running from N. E. to S. W. the broad end being to the
fouth weft, where Mam Torr forms one point, Little Mam Torr the other ; the fmaller

end is to the north -ean:, on the ridge which continues on towards Loofehill. There
has been a double trench all round it, but the fouth corner is broken off by the falling

of the earth at Great Mam Torr, and the weft by that at Little Mam Torr. The fum-
mit of the hill is not level, but runs in a ridge nearly fpom weft to eaft, along which is-

built a ftone wall, as a pafture fence, now dividing the camp into two parts. The
afccnt to it is very deep every way, except at the noi'th-eaft end, where the ditch crofles

the ridge. The principal entrance feems to have been at the weft corner, very near
the top of Little Mam Torr ; but there is a track of an old road leading from Mam
Gate, up the north fide ot the hill, to a gate of about four yards wide at the fmall end
of the camp oppofite to the other gateway. There is a third of the iame width, to-

wards the north-weft fide, going down to Edale, Near the north-eaft corner is a good

• Short, p. 32. t Whitehurft, p. 153.
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fprinc;. At the foulh-wefl end are two fmall mounts within the camp. The trench

; is about 16 feet wide at bottom, and inclofes fomething more than fixteen acres of

ground, the whole circumference being about ! 200 yards.

At the foot of Little IVIam Torr, near Mam Gate, is a field called Hills Pafture,

taking its name from a number of fmall hillocks irregularly difperfed about it. On the

level ground, amongll thefe, the foundations of fevei'al buildings were difcovered a few

years ago, which were grown over with grafs ; the ftone was taken up and carried

away, to be ufcd in other places. The perfon employed about it fays, that the walls

were in general from 1 8 inches to two feet in thicknefs, compofed of ftone, which did

not feem to have been hewed fmooth with a chiflel, but dreffed with a pick-axe, jufi:

fufficiently to make them bed together, without any mortar or cement. There were
feveral door threfliolds, but no appearance of any (tones marked with fire, to indicate

chimnies. Thefe buildings were of various fliape and fize ; one of them was circular,

about 24 feet diameter, with an opening for a door-way on the fouth fide ; about eight

feet weft of it was a fmall building, containing three fides of an oblong fquare, one end

being open. The whole inclofed by a wall, fomething in the fliape of a triangle, but

not regular ; the longeft fide about 50 yards. Near this were two other buildings,

nearly fquare, wider at one end than at the other, the fmalleft end being 12 feet, the

other three fides 18 feet each ; the fmall end of one was to the fouth, of the other to

the weft ; the fize of thefe was exa&ly the fame. At a little dillance from the wide

end of each, is a heap of ftone and rubbifh, overgrown with grafs, of about fix feet

long, and one high. There were two other buildings confiderably larger, of irregular

fliape.

Whether thefe had any relation to the camp, 1 do not know. Nothing was found

to fliewthe purpofe for which they were originidly intended, nor is there any remem-

brance of their being in any other ftate than they were found on this occafion, nor any

tradition concerning them.

From this camp a ditch is carried down the fouth fide of the hill, crofs the valley to

'Micklow-hill, about three miles off; and from thence, S. E. by S. crofiing the Ba-

thom-gate, and a ftreara that rifes at Bradwell, and runs by Brough, it goes in a

ftraight line to Shatton, or Brad well-edge, about three miles more. It is called the

Grey-ditch, and pofTibly was a Pra:tentura, or fore fence of the Romans*. On the

fide of Mam Torr Hill it is very vifible ; in the valley it is loft in many places, the

plough having deftroyed it : but from Micklow-hill to Shatton-edge, it is plainly feen.

The flope or front is towards Brou;.;h ; it is about 20 feet high, and 12 broad at top.

There is no tradition concerning it, but pieces of Iwords, fpears, fpurs, and bridle-bits,

have been found on both fides, and very near it, between Bathom-gate and Bradwell-

Avater. Juft where it croffes the Bathom-gate, on the eaft fide of it is a large limeftone

rock, called Idintree, or Edentree. It is faid that a King Eddin had a houie here, but

perhaps it is unneceffary to fay that nothing of it remains now. About a hundred yards

north of this rock is a faltiili fpring, very clear and cold, or a purgative quality; many

poor people have ufed it for bathing and drinking, and found it uleful in fcorbutic and

ulcerous complaints. This fpring runs into Bradwell-water, at a part of it vulgarly

called Birdfwalli, a little before it joins the Nooe. Perhaps the true name relates to

ihis ftation, and is, Burgh-wafli.

On the point of land formed by the junction of thefe two fmall ftrearas, was the

Roman llation called Brough, or Burgh. The road called Bathom-gate, went from

• Similar to that mentioticc! in Morton's N;itural llidory of Northampton(hirc, p. 526.
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hence to Buxton, and is plainly to be fcen for about a mile from Brough, running a

confidcrable part of the way in a parallel line with the prefent road to Smadalc, the

hedge of a field on ihe right hand Handing on it. After eroding Grey-ditch, it makes
a turn to thenorih-welt, probably for the more eafy afcending the hill, which is long

and deep, and it is then only difcovcred by the plough till it conies upon the More,
about three quarters of a mile on this fide Bathom-edge, where it is plainly feen ; and

on the Buxton fide of the edge it is again vifible for about a mile, in a direft line to-

wards the inclofures at Chapel in the I'orefl, and is again found by the plough near

Buxton, at which place Mr. Watfon found, in 1772, a Roman flation, not noticed

before, but he does not defcribe it*. Where it is mofl: entire, it meafures eighteen

feet over, and is compofed of a fmall chirty, flinty gravel, different from the natural

foil, and fuch as is found on BrudwcU and Tidfwell- mores. It is raifed in the middle,

like the modern turnpike roadsf.

The place at Brough, called the Caftle, lies a little to the north of this road, having

a communication with it from the fouth corner. iMany foundations of buildings lying

on every fide of this fpot, have been turned up by the plough, but it has been fo well

levelled within thefe few years, that none are now to be feen; the flones have been

ufed in building houfes and walls in the neighbourhood. Some perfetSt ones w^ere in a

wall inclofing the field ; they were of brown grit-done, the fhape of a wedge, about

eleven inches long, nine broad at one end, fix at the other, and about five thick.

Between the cadle and the river bricks have been taken up, but none on the other fide

of the water; on the other fide, urns have been found. Mr. Fegge fays, that in

1761 he faw the rude buffs of Apollo, and another deity, in ftone, which had been

difcovered in the fields here ; that a coarfe pavement had been dug up, compofed of

pieces of tile and cement, in the lower of the two fields called Halfteds, at the conflu-

ence of Bradwell-brook and the Nooe, where were the apparent marks of an oblong

iquare building, the angles of which were of hewn grit-ftone. He alfo found the

fragment of a tile, on which the letters O H, part of the word Cohors, were re-

maining.

In a field at the conflux of the two flreams, it is in memory that a double row of

pillars crolTed the point of land, but they have been entirely deflroyed fome time.

Old people fay they were of grit-done, and that three perfons could walk abread be-

tween them. At a gate by the road fide, juft before coming to the mill, on the left

of the gate I faw a bafe, and part of a column of brown done.

There have been frequently found pieces of fwords, fpears, bridle-bits, coins, and

pieces of pavement, compofed of fmall bits of brick and pebble dones, drongly cemented
with lime, great numbers of whole and broken bricks, with letters on them, and tiles.

John Wilfon, efquire, of Broomhead-hall, near Sheffield, is faid to be pofTeffed of

feveral fpecimens of the bricks, one of them entire, eight inches long, feven and three

* Arcli. V. iii. p. 2^7.

+ Mr. Ptgge'b account of the Roman roads in Deibyfhire, which I have feen fince wntfr.g the above-j

fays, that at the Dam of the I'orell (i. e. Chapel in ttie Forctt) a few yards within the lane, called Hern-
llone lane, it enters the inclofm-es on the left hanj, where we could difcerii its courfe in the month of June
very plainly, by<he different colour of the grafs, till It entered that llraight lane that goes to Fairfield.

Afterwards it winds to the left hand, towards Fail field, and proceeds by that village to Buxton, where it

finally ends. He obferves, that there is no trace of a road to the north or no-.th-caft of Brough, and
therefore concludes that it was only for a communication between that place and Buxton. But Mr. Wat-
fon, in his account of Melandra callle, in the parifli of Gloifop, in Derbyfhire, fays there is a road to it

from Brough, which is called the DoAor's-gate, and that ic goes from thence to a place in Yorklhire,

called the Doftor'* lane Head, where it joined the great Roman way froni Mancheftci to York.—Arch.
V. iii. p. 237.
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quarters broad, one and three quarters thick, with the letters C. H.* very fairly Im-

preffed in the middle; and a broken one, on which the letter C. remains. He is faid

to have alfo the rim of an urn, fownd here, with thefe letters on it theTR

being in fmaller characters ; and a piece of a patera of fine red earth. About feven or

eight years ago there were found two large urns full of allies ; the urns were well pre-

ferved, and were fent to fome gentlemen in London. Another was found two years

ago, full of allies, of the colour of fern allies ; the man who found it, broke it to fee

what it was made of. A piece of it I now have. A few years ago there was turned up

by the plough a half-length figure of a woman, with her arms folded acrofs her breaft,

cut in a rough grit-flonc. It was fold to a gentleman near Bakevvell.

In the fpring 1780, there was found at the north corner of the caflle a baking (tone,

fuch as is now ufcd in the country for baking oat-bread.

Oppofite to the Station, on the fouth fide of the Bradwell-water, are a few houfes,

retaining the name of Brough ; where the ftreams join is a mill, and a little below it

a bridge, leading towards Sheffield, over the river which retains the name of the

Nooe.
The common people fay, that King Peverell had a houfe at Brough ; this King Pe-

verell m.eans William Peverell, mentioned before ; his father, in the fecond year of

his reign, gave him Nottingham cafllef.

On examination, a gentleman tells me, it does not feem that there have been any

fortifications on Will-hill and Loofe-hill, though the tradition is, that a bloody battle

was fought near them by two armies, which encamped thereon, but when, or by

whom, is not known. The appearance is nothing more than fome ditches ; whether

ufed for fences, or a flight temporary defence, I know not. There are heaps of earth

raifed by the rubbifh thrown out of fome ftone quarries. It is not known that any In-

ftruments of war have been found here; but about the year 1778, or 1779, on re-

moving a large heap of ftones, a little to the eaftward of Winhill-pike, an urn was

found under them ; it was made of clay badly baked, the workmanOiip very rude. It

is faid to have been made like a flower-pot, about half an inch thick at top, not fo

much in the middle, the fides fcratchcd, as plaifterers do their under-coats, thus, >^^^

other part with flanting ftrokes only, thus, ^s^N^n. It flood on the furface of the

ground, the top covered with a flat fl:one, and over it the heap of ftones was rudely

piled up in the form of a hay-cock. It is not remembered whether afhes or bones were

found in it. Some parts of it are in Mr. Wilfon's poffefllon.

About a mile north-cafl: of the Netherbooth, in Edale, what was called a Druid's

Altar, wasdeftroyed a few years ago, for the fake of the Hone.

It was in a rough, heathy paflure, called the Nether-more, on the fumniit of a hill,

defcending on three fides to the depth of a quarter of a mile, but on the fourth fide

is a level ground of 30 or 40 acres, at the end of which, and at the foot of another

mountain, is a ditch, the Hope or front of which is towards that other mountain, and

is about eight feet ; the top, or crown, is about five feet broad, the bottom about fix

feet. This ditch is about 660 yards long, a rivulet crofTmg each end of it. The altar

• Qu. If not C O H. t Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 436.

was
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was circular, about 66 feet diameter, compofcd of rough ftones of various fizes, rudely

piled together, without mortar or cement, in the form of a hay-cock, about 1 8 fee t in

perpendicular height. The top was hollow, in the form of a bafon, about four feet

deep, and fix feet in diameter ; the ftone on the iufide of this bafon was black, and
much burned, as if large fires had been often made in it. There is not the leaft ap-

pearance of any tool having been ufed on the (tones, but they feem to have been taken

from the furficc of the hill on the other fide the ditch, where there are now lying great

quantities of loofe ones of the fame fort. "What is in the ground immediately about

the altar, ditlers in hardnefs, grit, and colour. As much has been carried away from
this pile, as has built a pallure wall 40 roods long (feven yards to the rood) fix feet

high, 20 inches thick at bottom, and 10 at top, but fome hundred loads yet remain.

No part of the earth at bottom has yet been cleared, fo that it is not known whe-
ther there is any thing under it, which would lead to a difcovery of the ufe for

which it was intended, but other fimilar ones have been removed entirely, and nothing

found.

The bafon at the top, and the marks of fire, would feem to fhew that this was a bea-

con, but the hil! on the other fide the ditch is higher, and being fo near, would have

been ufed for that purpofe, efpecially as the ftone ufed in the conftrudion was to be car-

ried from thence to this place. The ditch too was certainly meant for more than a com-
mon pafture fence, if indeed any fences were made for cattle on the tops of hills in early

times.

A few years ago a large ftone lying on the fide of the hill, on the right of the village

of Edale, was removed, and under it were found 15 or 16 beads, about two inches dia-

meter, and the thicknefs of the ftem of a large tobacco pipe ; one was of amber, the

reft of glafs, fome black and white, others of dlft'erent colours. Moft of them were

fent to Cambridge. Thefe were amulets, ufed by the Druids ; Pliny fays, they wore
them as a badge of diftindion, and tells a very ridiculous ftory of the manner of taking

them; but according to Camden (or his continuator) there is a like fuperftition about

this matter ftill fubfifting in moft parts of Wales, throughout all Scotland, and in

Cornwall. He fays, it is there " the common opinion of the vulgar, that about Mid-
fummer Eve Cthough in the time they do not all agree) it is ufual for fnakes to meet
in companies, and that by joining heads together and hifting, a kind of bubble is form-

ed, hke a ring, about the head of one of them, which the reft, by continual hifling, blow
on till it comes off at the tail, and then it immediately hardens, and refembles a glafs

ring, which whoever finds (as fome old women and children are perfuaded) fliall prof-

per in all his undertakings. The rings thus generated " are called Gleinen Niuiroedh ;

in Englifti, fnake-ftones. They are fmall glafs amulets, commonly about half as wide as

our finger rings, but much thicker, of a green colour ufually, though fome of them are

blue, and others carioufly waved with blue, red, and white*." He adds, that fome
quantity of them, together with fome amber beads, had been lately difcovered at a ftone-

pit near Garvord, in Berks, where a battle had been fought between the Romans and

Britons. He thinks they were ufed as amulets by the Druids.

The opinion of the Cornifti is fomewhat differently given by Mr. Carew, who fays,

" the country people in Cornwall have a perfuafion that the fnakes here breathing upon

a hazel wand, produce a ftone ring of blue colour, in which there appears the yellow

iigure of a fnake ; and that beafts which are ftung, being given fome water to drink

wherein this ftone has been foked, will recoveri ." Some ot them have been found in

Northamptonfliire|.

• Cam. V. ii. p. 64.. f Survey of Cornwall, p. 2 1 6. | Mortou's Natural Hiftory, p. 499.
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Dr. Borlafe mentions what is faid by thefe authors, without telling us whether the

notion flill continues, but it fcems as if it did.

The top of the hill, on the left of the village, is full of bogs, the other hills hereabouts

are fouud.

Cailleton, is a royal manor, leafed to the duke of Devonfliire. I.ady IMafTareene has

confiderable property here, and particularly a leafe from the crown of a large trad of

ground which has been inclofeci, and is now good land.

A level is driving through a hill between the caftle and Mam Torr, in the King's

Fields, which is carried on in the manner of the duke of Bridgewater's, at Worfley-

mill, and under the diredion of Mr Gilbert, his manager there ; but the canal here is

all under ground, and is only ufed to convey the rubbifh of it as it is dug, to a place

where it may be got rid of; at firfl: this was done by conveying it to the mouth of the

fhaft, and drawing it up in buckets, but they have fince found cavities in the rocks under

ground, large enough to take off any quantity. The (haft is funk about ten yarJs deep,

and by conveying the water into chafms in the rock, they avoided the neceffity of car-

rying it through the grounds of the freeholders. A flight of wide ftone flcps leads

down to the water, which is literally a fubterraneous navigation, no part of it

being above ground. Eight men are employed, who work about a fathom in a week ;

in 1777 they had finiflied about 400 yards, and had about 500 more to do. The ex-

pence is about 50 {hillings a yai-d, but no difficulty, no danger, no expence, can damp
the ardour of undertakers in this bufmefs. Between Matlock and Roofeley one is car-

rying on through the hill near Darley-bridge, towards Yowlgrave, which had cod

I Ojcool. when fcarce a third of it was done. This is through a rock of fuch hardncfs,

that tools will fcarcely touch it, and the whole is performed by the procefs of blading

with gunpowder ; and even this is fo impeded by the great quantity of water and moif-

ture, that the powder mull: be inclofed in tin pipes.

By the cullom of the miners, any one who finds a fpot unworked, which he thinks

likely to produce a vein of lead, though in another man's field*, may put down a little

wooden crofs, called a Stoter, and enter his name with the proper officer, who fets out

a certain number of meers (a meer is tw enty-nine yards) and he is then at liberty to

work it, fink pits, and lay the rubbiln about iixteen yards on each fide as he proceeds.

If he dues not work it, and another has a mind to try his fortune, he goes to the officer,

tells him fuch a fpot is not worked, and defires him 10 nick it ; the officer, with a jury

of twenty-four, who arefworn for the purpufe of attending to this bufinefs, go to the

fpot, cut a nick in the crofs, and give notice to the firlt undertaker, that they fliall go

again at fuch a time, for the fame purpofe. If no notice is taken, they go a fecond

and third time, after which the property is veiled in the new adventurer, fubjed to the

fame rules.

'I'he lead ore, when brought out of the mine, is broken with heavy hammers on a

ftone, called a knock- ftone, and is then put into a wooden fievc, and rinced in a large

tub ; the ore falls through, and leav.^s the lighter rubbiffi, which is fkiramed off, thrown

out at a hole in the wall, and thence taken to the buddle, where it, is rinced again by a

fmall current of water, the lead falling to the bottom. What is carried down by the

current, is walhed once more in the fame manner, and the depofit here, which is almoft

• A teinarkable cafe of tin's fort lia,'-peneJ lately. The owner of a field employed a man by the great,

to get ftone in his Held. The latter employed laboiirtis by the day, who found a vein of lead. Thig

man, the labourers, and the owner of the field, made their feparate elaims ; in the f^.n moot Court It was

adjudged to the man who took the work by tl>e great, the day labourers being, only confidercd as his

icrvants.

as
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as fine as flour, is called bclland. The beating and firfl: rincing is done by women, who
work nine houis in the day, and earn about feven-pcncc. The men earn about eight

fliilHngs a week.

Alter all this is gone through, an officer, known by the name of the BarmiiTer, comes
on behalf of the lord of the manor, and takes the proportion due to him, which is, in

fome places, every tenth, in fomc every thirteenth, in others every twentieth or twenty-

fifth dilh ; till this is done, none can be removed or fold. A difli, or hoppct, is a peck,

or fixteeu pints in the High Peak, and fourteen in the Low ; nine diflies make a load,

and four of thefc a horfe load. When the dues are thus 'taken, the ore is carried to

the fmelting-houfe, and run into pieces, two of which are called a pig, and weigh about

eleven ftone. 'Sixteen pieces make a fother, the weight of which is different according

to the market it is defigned for ; to London, nineteen hundred and a half; to Hull,

twenty-four hundred ; to other places, the medium between thefe two. The price is,

however, the fame, and this difference in the weight is made to anfwer the expence of

carriage, which is paid by the feller. On an average the fother is worth 13I. 15s. The
lead is mofliy carried to the navigation near Rotherham, or to Chefterfield, to be fent to

market.

Pieces of ore of about the fize of nutmegs, are called bing ; a fmaller fort, pefey ; in a

ftill fmaller flate it is called fmitham. Some years ago the miners contended, that toll

was not to be taken of this lad ; but as they had it in their power to reduce as much
as they pleafed to that fize, and would have annihilated the toll, the duke of Devon-
fhire, who is leffee of the crown throughout the High Peak, tried the queftion, and
fucceeded. By this determination he is entitled to the thirteenth difli of the whole,

but he takes no more than a twenty-fifth, except occafionally, to affert his right. Mr.
Rowls, who is leffee of the crown in the Low Peak, has had the fame difpute, but takes

the thirteenth.

The ore is run into pieces, either in fmelting-houfes, or cupola's. The latter were
introduced about 1730, and are confidered as lefs prejudicial to the health of the work-
men, than the former, but fmelting-houfes are flill ufed. The finoke of the lead pro-

duces palfies, confumptions, the byon, which refembles a quinfy, and a diforder in the

bowels, called the belland, and which affeds cattle that feed on the grafs or heath con-

taminated by the fmoak ; it gives a fweetnefs to the herbage, and makes them eat it

greedily, but the proprietors of the fmelting-houfes are often forced to pay damages for

cattle which are killed by it.

A charge of lead which is 1 8 hundred weight, takes up from feven to ten hours

in fmelting. Two men are employed about it, the pay of the firft is is. 3d of the

fecond is. For fuch trifling funis do men undertake fuch unvvholcfome employ-
ments !

Difputes between miners are tried at the Barmoot Court, which is held about Lady-
Day and Michaelmas, and at any intermediate time, if required. At the general courts,

a jury of 24 working-miners is Iworn, who are fummoned when a fpecial court is called,

and twelve make a jury to try the caufe. A fpecial jury of holders of mines may be
had, if demanded. On complaint to the court, the twenty-four view the matter in dif-

pute, and give their opinion ; if either party is diffatisfied, a trial is had before the

iteward of the court, who is the judge, and council often attend. If the verdicT: is not

fatisfaftory, the matter is removed to Weftmlnfl;cr-hall ; in cafes of importance this is

generally done.

People often undertake to drive a fough, to carry off the water from their own, or
others, mines. If they relieve the mine of another, they are entitled to a certain pro-

portion
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portion of all the ore got in that mine after it is cleaned ; fometimes fo much as one-

fixth. If, in carrying on the work they hit on a vein of lead, they frequently find that

it is within the meers of I'ome other miner, and then they are obliged to account for the

produce.

Six miles beyond Tidfwell is the little village of Fairfield, (a chapelry of Hope) and

a mile beyond that is Buxton, whofe bath has been celebrated from the time of the Ro-

mans, and to this day continues to afford relief to the afflicted. He who is racked by

the gout or rheumatifm, or deprived of the ufe of his limbs by thofe painful diforders,

here finds his cure, and hangs up his votive crutch.

It is feated in a bottom, and the refort of company to the bath has made it grow

into the fize of a fmall town ; but it is, as mentioned before, a townfhip of Bake-

well.

The bath is at a houfe called The Hall, is of a temperate heat, equal to new milk, or

that of one's own blood ; it is in a room ten yards long, five and a half wide, and

about the fiime height. There is a (lone bench along one end and fide of ir, for the

ufe of the bathers, and at each corner are fteps to go down into it. It is 26 feet fix

inches long, 12 feet eight inches broad, four feet nine inches deep at one end, and.

fix inches lefs at the other. The bottom is paved with finooth flags. On the backfide

lies a rock of folid black limeftone, or a kind of baflard marble. The two chief fprings

rife up through this rock, but feveral leffer fprings rife up all over the bath, through

chinks in the rock, and the feams in the pavement. The furfacc of the water is covered

with a fteam, which, however, does not rufl iron. The level, by which the bath is

emptied, was made by Mr. White in 1697, at which time he made the outer bath,

•where the old kitchen flood ; he alio made a fough, to carry oS the cold fprings,.

that they might not rife in the bath, and chill the water. The outer bath is fe-

venteen feet long, ten feet two inches wide, and four feet fix inches deep, and is filled

from the inner bath. The fprings will fill them both in two hours and eight mi-

nutes*.

That the poor might not be deprived of the benefit of thefe (and Bath) waters, by the

fevere laws made in Oueen Elizabeth's time for regulating the poor, and confining them

to their own parifhes^and yet that this might not be made a pretence for idle vagabonds,

it is provided, in an aft made in her 39th year, that none coming hither, or to Bath^

fhould beg, but fhould have relief from their pari(hes,and a pafs from twojuftlces, fixing

the time of their return.

The water is fulphureous and faline, yet not foetid, but very palatable, becaufe the

fulphur is not united with any vitriolic particles, or but very few faline ; it tinges not

filver nor is purgative, by reafon the faline parts are in fuch fmall proportions. If

drank, it creates a good appetite, and is prefcribed in fcorbutic rheumatifms, and con-

fumptionsf.
,

St. Anne's well, which furniflies the water that is drank, is on the other fide of the

late turnpike-road, under a fmall ftone alcove, built by fir Thomas Delves, who had

received a cure here! ; but that is now taken down, and a more elegant one built in its

room. St. Anne had formerly a chapel dedicated to her in this place.

This bath was ufed by the Romans, and the remains of their road are vifible at Fair-

field, pointing towards the ftation at Burgh, or Brough, mentioned before. In Dr.

Leigh's time, a wall was ta be feen cemented with red Roman plaifter, clofe by St.

* Short, p 42.

, t Leigh, b. i. p. 3<, JJ. 33.

J Slukeley's Itin. Cur, v. i. p. j6.

Anne'^s
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Anne's well, with the ruins of the ancient bath, its dimenfions, and length ; he fays,

the plaiitcr was red, and hard as brick, a mixture not prepared in thefe days, and ap-

peared as if it was burnt, cxaftly rcfembling tile*. '1 his well rofe into a (lone bafon,

within a Roman brick wall, a yard fquare within, and a yard high on three fidesf
;

this wall was deflroyed in 1709, when the arch over that fpring was built by fir Tho-
mas Delves. About 1697, as Mr. White was driving up a level to the bath, 50 yards

call of St. Anne's well, and 14 north of Bingham fpring, the workmen found, buried

deep under thcgrafs and corn-mould, fheets ot lead fpread upon great pieces of timber,

about four yards fquare, with broken ledges round about, which had been a leaden cif-

tern, and not unlikely that of the Romans, at leaft of fome ancient bath, which had

been fupplied wiili water froui Bingham well. The firft good houfe for the accommodation
of vifitors, was built not long before 1572 (when Dr. Jones publiflied a treatife on thefe

waters) by the earl of Shrewfbury. This was demoliflied about 1670, by the then earl

of Devonfhire, and a new houfe built. At this time a regiller of cures, which had
been long kept here, was deflroyed, with all the votive crutches, which hung on the

wallsj.

Bingham, or Mr. Leigh's well, is a very flrong, warm fpring, rifing out of the black

limeflone, in a very dry ground, about 6^ yards fouth, and fouth eaft of St. Anne's well.

It is not always equally Itrong, but in a great drought difcharged 1758 gallons of water

in anhour§. There is in the fame clofe a hot and cold fpring, 20 yards fouth eafl of

St. Anne's; and a little eaft of this, on the eaft fide of a ftone wall, is another fmall, flow,

hot fpring, which mixes with a cold one, rifing up clofe by it. Another warm fpring

rifes in the ft ream of the level, which carries the water from the bath ; and on the fouth

of this ftream rife two other warm fprings||.

Dr. Short computes, that the four warm fprings together, throw forth in a year 97
millions, 681 thoufand 860 gallons of water, exclufive of the wafte that gets out of

the bath, the ftrong fpring in the middle of the bath level, what rifes in the hot and cold

fpring, and the two fmall warm fprings in the low ground, with feveral other oozings of

warm water in different places, the whole of which added, might nearly double the

quantity^.

On the north fide the brook, oppofite to the hall, is a chalybeate fpring, which,
mixed with the water of St. Anne's, or Bingham well, is a gentle purgative**.

Befides the hall, there are two large houfes on the hill for the reception of company,
the White Hart, and the Eagle, with fome other fmaller ones ; but fo great has been
the refort for many years, that the duke of Devonfhire, who is owner of the bath, has

at length determined to provide ftill further accommodation. He has accordingly begun
to build in the bottom, near the hall, and is about to erecl another inn, a large aifembly

room, and fome private houfes, which are to form a crefcent. The foundations are lav-

ing (1780), and in digging them, another warm fpring has been difcovered, in whicli

the water buhbles up with confiderable force ; near it was found the corner of a build-

ing of fquared ftone, fuppofed to have been the work of the Romans. It might have been
fuppofed, that as the prefent bath is not near large enough to accommodate the compa-
ny conveniently, and a greater refort muft be expefted when the buildings are com-
pleted, they would have gladly availed themfelves of this additional bath ; unfortunately

they have not. A grove of trees, which could ill be fpared, has been cut down, to make

• Leigh, b. iii. p. 42. f Short's Mineral Waters, p. 23. J Ibid. p. 47.
§ Ibid. p. JO. II

Ibid. p. 39. f Ibid. p. 51. ** Ibid. p. 429.
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room for thefe alterations. The turnpike road is turned, fo as not to go between the

hall and the new building, as it uled to do, but now goes round the crefcent,

and comes into the town at the top of the hill. The flone ufed in thefe buildings

is got on the duke's eftate, about two miles off, and makes a handfome appear-

ance.

The duke's expence is calculated to be from 30 to 5o,cool. but this is much fhort of

what was oi-iginally propofed to have been done. A wide (Ireet was to have been built

in the front of the hall, ; which was alfo to have been much enlarged) with a colonade

on each fide up to it, and the whole was to have been made commodious and magni-

ficent. The avarice of an individual prevented the execution of the plan ; a fmall field

of two acres, which was not the duke's property, lay intermixed with what was his,

and without it the work could not be carried into execution. The owner thought he

might avail himfelf of this circumftance to any extent, and that the duke mull buy,

whatever price he fliould fet on it ; he demanded 2000I. for his two acres. He was
offered 1200I. or more, but refufing it, the defign was changed, and the prefent plan

adopted in its room. By this means his two acres remain of the original value of any

other two acres near the place, which mud be rated very high, to make them come to

much more than lool. Difappointed in that fcheme he is now trying another; he is

finking to intercept the hot fpring, which he fancies rifes in his ground, and defcends

from thence to the hall.

The curate of the place reads prayers at the hall twice a day, and a fubfcription is

made for him. Here, as at Matlock, a Ihilling a piece is paid for dinner, and the

fame for fupper. Whoever happens to be at the head of the table, collects one fliil-

ling from every new comer on his firft appearance, for the benefit of the poor ; the

fame is done at the other houfes, and the whole amounts to a handfome fum in the

feafon.

The fituation of this place is the reverfe of Matlock, the fcenery of which you look

for in vain. The hills are dreary, and the fummit of one does little more than fliew

the fummit of another equally bare. The Wye, which runs from hence by Bakewell,

is in its infancy, being formed by the junction of three fmall fprings a mile weft from
the hall*.

About half a mile from Buxton, on the right of the Afhbourn road, is a large hill,

where they get limeflone, and burn it into lime, which is more fit for manure than

building, outer walls efpecially ; for being expofed to the air and weather, it foon

moulders, and peels offf. Lower down, nearer the bath, are different forts of ftone,

the lime from which becomes fo hard after working, that it becomes as hard as ftone,

and is not injured by air or weather. Of the limeftone here, there are nine or ten

different forts, fome of which lying neareft to the hall, are very full of fulphur, and

being broke or ftruck with a hammer, fmell ftrongly of it. Moft of the jet black fort

arc of a very irregular figure, full of great knobs, or lumps, the leaft bit whereof

broke off, fends forth an infufferable fmell ; it contains much folid bitumen, and feems

as though it were forcibly melted fulphur and ftone powder, thrown up by the vehe-

mence of a fubterranean fire, and condenfed under the earth's furface. This is an ob-

fervation made by Dr. Short
J,

before the idea was ftarted of volcanoes being to be
found in a great number of places where there is no tradition of any. This gentleman

ebferves, that moft of the limeftone in the Peak abounds with (hells of cockles, oyfters,

• Short, p. 24. t Ibid. X Ibid.
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and efcallops, but none fo much as this place and Stony Middleton ; he contends,

however, that they arc not real fliells, but only refemblances of them*. There are fc-

ven or eight kilns worked in thelummer, which burn from 120 to 300 horfe loads in

two days, fold at 4d. or 4d5. the load. It is fometimcs carried away in fmall carts,

which hold about four horfe loads each. Five men join in taking a kiln, and give i;I.

a year rent for it. They work at the mines in the winter. The heaps of rubbifli from the

kilns, which are fcattered over the fides of the hill, grow into a firm confiltencc, and
in them the workmen fcoop out habitations, which mult be comfortably warm, as there

are no crevices to let in the air. At the diftance of a mile from hence, or lefs, on the

Staftbrdfliire fide, the foil changes, and inftead of a limeflone rock covered with ver-

dant turf, the furface is heath, under that a black, mooryfoil, and under that a brown-
ifli earth, full of loofe, crumbling (lones ; lead in fome places, fome iron-ftone, and fome
fulphurf ; and a little farther are coal-pits, where coal is got, which is ufed in burning

the lime.

Under this hill is the cavern called Poole's Hole, reputed one of the wonders of

the Peak ; but no one who has feen the cavern at Caflleton, will find it worth the

trouble of going into. The entrance is by an arch, fo low, that you muft floop at

going in, but it foon rifes to a confiderable height. There are hollows, which are

called by the names of Poole's chamber, cellar, &c. and the droppings from the roof

form maffes of ftone, which may be fuppofed to reprefent fret-work, organ and choir-

work, the figures of animals, a chair, flitches of bacon, &c. When Mary, Queen of

Scots, was at Buxton, Ihe went as far as a pillar, which has ever fmce gone by her

name, and few go farther ; but beyond this is a fteep afcent for near a quarter of a

mile, which terminates near the roof in a hollow, called the Needle's Eye, in which

a candle being placed, it reprefents a ftar. The paflage is rugged, flippery, and dif-

ficult.

Near this cave are found hexagonal cryflals, the angles and fides complete, but of

a bad colour, none quite tranfparent, and not fo hard as Brifiol n;ones ; their points

fcratch glafs, but prefently break off. In the year 1756 a gentleman in his walks ob-

ferved fome little rifings on the rocks, which appeared like ant-hills ; he opened fome,

and found they confifted of a perfect arch, drawn up, as he imagined, by the exhala-

tion of the fun ; in them was firft formed a thin bed of dirty coloured fpar, and upon
that a regular clufter, or bed of thefe cryftals|. Dr. Short fays, all thefe are formed
in the winter, and the more ftormy and colder that is, the larger and harder the pe-

trifactions.

About a mile from Buxton, in theAfhbourn road, on the left hand, is a hill, called

Staden Low, marked by a thorn growing on the top. Between the road and that is the

fquare vallum, with the circle adjoining, mentioned by Dr. Stukeley. The ground thei'e

has been inclofed and ploughed fince he vifited it ; but though the plough has levelled

the banks, the fhape was as clearly to be diltinguilhed in 1779 as it ever was. It was
then a field of oats. He fuppofes the circle to have been for Ihevvs, and fays, it is 160

feet diameter. The vallum he fpeaks of in one place, as being i;o i'cct on each fide, but

revifiting it, he calls it 1 00, the ditch inward. On the point of the circle, farthcft from
the fquare, he fays, there was a little femicircular cove of earth. He fpeaks of barrows

on the tops of the hills§ ; but perhaps means two beacons, which are on the points of

two hills not far off.

* Slioit, p. 2S. f Ibid. p. 2
J,.

j. Literary Magazine, 1737. § Ilin. v. if. p. 26.
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Under Staden Low, to the north, the rocks between which the river runs, form a

tremendous precipice, called the Lover's-leap ; the particular hidory from whence it

o-ot this name I do not know, nor did I hear of any modern exploit of the fort. This,

with the Marvel Stones, Chee Torr, and the Druids' Temple near Newhaven, are all

the things within a morning's ride from Buxton which I know of.

To go to the Marvel Stones, after palling through Fairfield turnpike, take a bye-

road over the common, on the left, and keep the road to Chapel in Frith a little way,

then take a lane on the right, which points llraight to a part of the turnpike road from

Manchefter, by Chapel in Foreft and Tidfwell, to Sheffield, over which the Bathom-

gate on the moor above, is plainly feen in a line to the edge of the hill. About three

miles from Buxton, and two before coming to Chapel in the Foreft, thefe ftones are

in a pafture on the right of the road, on the fide of a fmall hill inclining to the fouth.

It is a rock of about i8o feet long, and 80 broad in the wideft part ; it does not any

where rife more than three feet above the furface of the ground. The face of it is deep-

ly indented with innumerable channels or gutters, of various length, breadth, fliape,

and depth ; from nine inches to 30 feet long ; from five inches to five feet wide.

There arealfo a great number of holes, fome round, fome ofan irregular Ihape, from

the fize of a fmall bafon to that of a large kettle ; after rains thefe are full of water,

till exhaled by the fun. The channels, or gutters, generally run north and fouth,

but none of them go quite acrofs the (tone ; there is always fome feam or ridge of the

rock terminating the channel, and in a few inches another channel commences, which

is alfo crofl'ed by another feam or ridge. Thefe feams or ridges are from four inches

to four feet broad, but there can hardly be found four feet fquare without a hole or

a channel. The ilone is not jointed, or of a loofe kind, but one hard, firai rock.

At the eaft and weft ends are a great number of irregular fliaped ftones, ftanding a

few inches from each other, the interfpaces filled viith earth, which is covered with

grafs
;

perhaps, if the earth was removed, it would be found that thefe are parts of the

fame rock.

This, I believe, is what Dr. Stukeley means, when he mentions having heard of fome

marvel ftones near Hope, which hefuppoies to have been druldical, but did not fee; if

he had, he would not have formed that fuppofition, the whole being certainly the work

of nature.

From hence, looking over the moor towards Tidfwell, a white heap is feen, called

the Tong, where, under earth and ftones, quantities of human bones are found ; and

in a pafture, called Perry, in this Peak-foreft, a very great quantity has been dif-

covered under a bank feveral yards in length ; they are in general found. There is

another of thefe coUcftions of bones in a pafture, called Harrod-low, in the fame

foreft, and one on Wormhill-moor. There is no tradition concerning them that I can

learn.

Chapel in the Foreft is a little village, in the road from Manchefter to Tidfwell, and

is fo called from being featcd in what was once the Peak-foreft. There is a farm-houfe

in a good clump of trees (almoft the only ones) faid to have been a lodge ; now called

the Chamber. Near the village is a large flat, once covered with water, the middle

now grown up with rufties and flags, called the Foreft Dam. A Mifs Bower, who late-

ly died here, left her harpficord to the church, with a falary of about twenty pounds

a year for a man to play it, and find coals to air it, for which ufe a chimney is built. A
houfe for the mufician is building, the parfonage decaying. Her mother lengthened

the church at the eaft end, and made a very handfomc ftone front there, with a Venetian

I window,.
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window, faflicd. She alfo defigned a monument for her daughter, but dying before

it was put up, it is not finifhcd. 'I'his chapel was famous for the celebration of marriages

before the a61: took phico.

Chee Torr lies on the right of the road from Buxton to Tidfvvell, about five milee

from the former. At the fourth mile-flone you leave the turnpike, and go under the

wall of a plantaiion, to the village of Wormhill. Here is a good houfe belonging to

Mr. Bagfliaw, whofe elder brother ornamented his grounds and the village green

with many plantations. An honcfl fhoe-maker has opened a fummer coifee-houfe

here, and will be your guide to the rocks. Defcending a very fteep hill, you come
to the river Wye, at a place where it receives two additional fprings in its way to Bake-

well, and where its current takes up nearly all the fpace between the rocks, which

feem to have been forced afundcr. One of them is faid to be 360 feet high ; it docs

not appear fo high as Matlock Great Torr, but it is perpendicular, and not broken by

trees. This valley (if it may be fo called) is winding, and you do not fee the whole at

once.

A mile to the left of a public houfe, called Nevvhavcn, i i miles from Buxton, in the

way to Afhibourn, is a circle of itones, fuppofed to be of the Druids. A circular bank

of earth, raifed to a confiderable height, enclofes an area of about 50 yards over;

towards the eall, or fouth-eaft, it is much higher than in the other parts, that part of it

being formed by a large barrow. The ditch is within fide. On the area was a circle

of (tones, all of which are thrown down; whether they are all there I cannot fay, but I

reckoned them to be 32, adding fuch pieces as appeared to have been broken off by the

fall, to thofe which they feemed to have belonged to when entire. In the centre are

three large ftones, alio thrown down. The entrance is at the north, or north-wefl: fide,

and feems to lead to thefe three (tones. They are of the fame fort of rock as the mar-

vel-(tones, at Smalldale, and were probably brought from a quarry, which there is of

this kind, about three miles olf. It is not eafy to form a conjefture of the original

height or fize, as they are all thrown down, many, if not all, broken, and fome feem

deeper buried in the earth than others, but perhaps feven or eight feet may be about

their length. I am inclined to think there was but one circle, and that what, in one

place, gives the appearance of a fecond, or inner circle, is only occafioned by the frag-

ments broken offthe larger ones in their fall. Weft or fouth-weft of the great barrow,

is a fmaller one, at z little diftance from the bank, called Arbourlow ; from it many
others are feen on the tops of the adjacent hills, and one very large one about half a

mile oft", called Endlow. In this lalf, adies and burnt bones have been found. They
all have a bafon on the top, and wherever there is a barrow, the hill is called a Low,
with fome addition prefixed to it.

From Buxton, returning to Tidfwell, take the road to Sheffield, over the high and

barren moors, of which there is a long fucceffion. By going through Stony Middle-

ton, one very long and fteep hill is avoided. PafTmg the river at Grindleford bridge,

the firft afcent is through a fcrubby wood of oaks, called YarnclilT, where a ftreani

rufhes down a deep woody glen on the left. On gaining the top, fee the rude and

rough ridges of rock on the moor on the left, called Millftone Edge, from the mill-

flones dug there.

On this moor are fome things well deferving to be feen, though little fpoken of.

The traveller haftens from fo dreary a fpot, and does not think of its aftbrding any en-

tertainment ; and indeed he ought to take a guide, if he means to look for what I am
about to mention, left he (hould get into a bog. At the top of the hill above Yarn-

clifF,
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cliff, turn on the left, and on the point of a hill called Great Owlar-Torr, is a heap of

large flones piled up one againll; another ; on the top I found three rock-bafons per-

fect, and one which had been broken off. Not far from this a vafl flone is feen peep-

ing over the edge of a hill, and appearing to be placed on a fmaller ; on going to it, I

found it to be one very great flone, perhaps 20 feet high. There is a broad bafe to

the height of fix or feven feet, the body then becomes fmaller, and is covered with a cap,

hanging over, lb that you cannot get on the top.

To the right of this is a fortification, called the Carle's Work, but of what people

or age is not known. It may feem to have fonie refemblance of the huge and Ihape-

lefs ftruclure of flones, mentioned by Tacitus to have been raifed by Caractacus, when

he headed the Silures againft the Romans*. On its firfl: appearance, a flone wall of

eight or nine feet high, fceming to be pretty regulary made, is feen croffmg a neck of

land, lying higher than the adjoining part of the moor and which is full of loofe flones.

On coming to it, the flones which compofe the wall are found to be very large, but

regularly piled, and covered at the back with a floping bank of earth. Keeping to

the right hand, the ground is of an irregular Ihape, inclofed by a fence of flones,

rudely placed ; fometimes a great flone, in its natural pofition, forms the defence, in

other places fmaller ones are piled between, or on, large ones. In the fide which

looks towards Chatfworth, is an entrance or gateway, opening inwards, with two

flanks. The wall firfl mentioned looks towards Great Owlar Torr. Inflead of re-

turning to the turnpike road, you may go forward, and come in at a fmelting mill, to

another turnpike road, which comes from Caflleton, by Hatherfage, to Sheffield.

Here was a rocking-ftone, very lately deflroyed by the barbarous hands cf an igno-

rant turnpike furveyor, or mafon. Hatherfage lies a little below, on the left, on the

fharp defcent of the hill. The church flands at the upper end of the town, and is

a handfome one, with a good fpire ; above it is a place called Camp-green, being

a high and pretty large circular mound of earth, inclofed by a deep ditch.

After paffing fome miles over thefe barren moors, begin to defcend towards Shef-

field.

This town has been for fome centuries famous for the iron trade, which is here car-

ried on in various forts of work to an aflonifhing extent. The rivers Sheff and Dun
meet near the town, but the navigation does not come quite up to it ; however, it is

ufed to carry the goods to Hull. It is reckoned that there are 40,000 inhabitants, all

induflrious and fully employed. The number of fmiths and cutlers living in thefe parts in

the time of Henry VIII. is noticed by Leland ; and the cutlers of Hallamfhire (the name
for this part of Yorkfliire) are a corporation by afl: of parliament, 2 i James I. The
grinders have high wages, owing partly to their fkill, and the nicety requifite in finifli-

ing edge tools, pai-tly to the danger of their employment from the breaking of the

flones, which fometimcs fly in pieces from the velocity of their motion. The breaking

of a flone ufed to be almofl: certainly fatal ; but the danger is now greatly lef-

fened by placing a flrong band, chained with a very thick iron chain, over that part of

the flone which is next the workman ; by this means, if it does break, it can only fly

forwards. Thefe grindflones are turned by a fet of wheels, which are moved by one

water-wheel, and have -clilfercnt degrees of velocity ; that of the finiflier is fuch, that the

eye fcarce fees it move.

A great deal of bufinefs is done in filver, and in plating with filvcr ; the former is

likely to be much increafed by their getting an aflay in the town, which they and fome

• Cordon's Tacitus, v. 2. p. 54, ^^.

Other
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Other places obtained in the year i yy . Before that they were obliged to fend all their

filver goods to London to be aflaycd and marked, which was attended with much cx-

pence and lofs of tinic.

Here is a filk mill on the model of that at Derby. A new church was built about

30 years ago. Thomas lord Furnival, in 54 Henry III. obtained licence to niake a
callle of his manor houfeat Shefli^ld ; and his gnrndfon, in 24 Edward I. had a charter
for a weekly market at his manor of Sheffield. By a daughter and heir, this ellalc,

with many others, went into the family of Ncvill, in the beginnintj; of the reign of
Richard II. and not long after to an only daughter, married to the famous Jolm Tal-

bot, earl of Shrewfbury*. His defcendants refuled here, had a great eltatc, and were
liberal bcnefaclors to the town. Earl George, who, as mentioned before, had the

cuftody of Mary, Queen of Scots, has a noble monument, which he crefted in his life-

time. In the infcription thereon, he fpeaks of the Queen of Scots being in his cultody

for 16 years, from 156S to 1584, and that her entertainment was attended with great

expence, and an anxiety not to be exprefledf. The funeral of earl Francis, who died

at this place in Oft. 1560, was very magnificent, according to the cuflom of thofe davs.

After thefervice, there was a great dinner at the caflle for every one who would come,
of three hundred and twenty meflfes of meat, (befides three for the table of the then
earl, who attended the funeral) each mefs confilling of eight diflies, two boiled, four
roaft, and two baked. What was left was given to the poor. Fifty does, and twenty-

nine red deer, were killed for this entertainment. The whole ceremony is given in

Peck's Defiderata Curiofa, v. ii. lib. vii. p. 17. The burial place is in the great church,
where there is a noble monument for earl George, huitjand of the countefs, mentioned
at Hardwick.

Gilbert, the grandfon of earl Francis, died in 1 6 i 6, leaving three daughters and
coheirs, of whom Alethea married Thomas, earl of Arundell, and brought him this

and the Workfop eltate. From this earl of Arundell it defcended to the late duke of
Norfolk, who gave the Sheffield eftate to the earl of Surrey, (fon of the prefent duke)
who is now the owner.

The caftle was razed by order of parliament, after the death of Charles I.

Barnfley is the next ftage, before which the woods of the marquis of Rockingham
are feen on the right, and on the left is Wentworth caftle, formerly called Stainborough,

the feat of the earl of Strafford. I did not go to this, but the following is Mr. Arthur
Young's account of it.

" The new front to the lawn is one of the moft beautiful in the world j ; it is fur-

prifingly light and elegant ; the portico, fupported by fix pillars of the Corinthian

order, is exceedingly elegant ; the triangular cornice, inclofing the arms, is as light as

poffible ; the baluftrade gives a fine effect to the whole building, which is exceeded by
few in lightnefs, unity of parts, and that pleafing fimplicity which muff; fl:rike every

beholder.

" The hall is forty by forty, the cieling fupported by vei7 handfome Corinthian

pillars, and divided into compartments by cornices elegantly worked and gilt, the di-

vifions painted in a very pleafing manner. On the left hand you enter an anti-cham-

ber, twenty feet fquare, then a bed-chamber of the fame fize, and thirdly, a draw-
ing-room of the like dimenfions ; the pier-glafs is large, but the frame rather in a
heavy ftile. Over the chimney is fome carving, by Gibbons.

• Dugd.Bar. V. i. p 726, 30T, 32'. f Ibid p. 333.
t This front is from a delign drawn by his loidfliip.

"The
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" The other fide of the hall opens into a drawing-room, 40 by 25. The chimney,

piece is exceedingly elegant ; the cornice fiirrounds a plate of Siena marble, upon

which is a beautiful felloon of flowers in white ; it is fupported by two pillars of Siena,

wreathed with white, than which nothing can have a better effect. The door-cafes are

very elegantly carved and gilt. Here are three fine flabs, one of Egyptian granite, and

two of Siena marble ; alfo feveral piSures.

" The dining-room is 25 by 30. Here is the portrait of the great earl of Strafford,

by Vandyke.
" Going up flairs (the ftair-cafe by the bye is fo lofty as to pain the eye) you enter

the gallery, which is one of the moft beauiiful in England. It is one hundred and

eighty feet long, by twenty-four broad, and thirty high. It is in three divifions ; a

large one in the centre, and a fmall one at each end; thedivifion is by very magnificent

pillars of marble, with gilt capitals. In the fpaces between thefe pillars and the wall are

fome riatues.

" This noble gallery is defigned and ufed as a rendezvous room, and an admirable

one it is ; one end is furnifhed for mufic, and the other with a billiard-table : this is the

flile in which fuch rooms fhould always be regulated. At each end is a very elegant

Venetian window, contrived (like feveral others in the houfe; to admit the air by fliding

down the pannel under the centre part of it. The cornices of the end divifions are of

marble, richly ornamented. Here are feveral valuable piftures, amongft which is Charles

I. in the Ifle of Wight, by Vandyke,
" Lord Stratford's library is a good room, 30 by 20, and the book-cafes handfomely

difpofed.

" Her ladyfliip's drefTmg room is extremely elegant, about twenty-five feet fquare,

hung with blue Indian paper ; the cornice, ceiling, and ornaments, all extremely pretty

;

the toilette boxes of gold, and very handfbme.
" Her reading clofet is exceilively elegant, hung with a painted fattin, and the ceiling

in Mofaics, ftftooned with honey-fuckles ; the cornice of glafs painted with flowers ; it

is a fweet little room, and mufl; pleafe every fpedator. On the other fide of the dreffing-

room is a bird clofet, in which are many cages of finging birds : the bed-chamber,

twenty-five feet fquare, is very handfome, and the whole apartment very pleafmgly

complete.
" But Wentworth caflile is more famous for the beauties of the ornamented environs,

than for that of the houfe, though the front is fuperior to many. The water and woods

adjoining are fketched with great tafle. The firll extends through the park in a mcan-

dring courfe, and wherever it is viewed, the terminations are no where feen, having

every where the effeft of a real and very beautiful river ; the groves of oaks fill up the

bends of the flream in a mod beautiful manner, here advancing thick to the very banks

of the water, there appearing at a diftancc, breaking away to a few fcattered trees in

fbme fpots, and in others joining their branches into the mofl folemn brownnefs. The
water in many places is feen from the houfe, between the trees of feveral fcattered

clumps, moll pitlurefquely ; in others, it is quite loft behind hills, and breaks every

where upon the view, in a ftile that cannot be too much admired.

" The flirubbery that adjoins the houfe is difpofed with the utmoll elegance : the

waving flopes dotted with firs, pines, &c. are exceilively pretty : and the temple is fixed

at fo beautiful a fpot, as to conunand the fweet landfcape of the park, and the rich prof-

peft of the adjacent country, which rifcs in a bold manner, and prefents an admirable

view of cultivated hills.

"Winding
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" Winding up the hill among the phintations and woods, which arc Jaid out in an
agreeable talie, we came to the bowling-green, which is thickly cncompafTed with ever-

greens, retired and beautiful, with a very light and pretty Chinefe temple on one fide

of it, and from thence crofs a dark walk, catching a moft beautiful view of a bank of

diftant wood. The next objeft is a ftatue of Ceres, in a retired fpot ; the cafcade ap-

pearing with a good eirciSl;, and through the divilions of it, the dillant profpect is feen

very finely. l"he lawn which leads up to the caftle is elegant ; there is a clump of firs

on one fide of it, through which the dirtant profpeft is feen, and the abovementioned
flatue of Ceres is caught in the hollow of a dark grove with the mort; piclurefque ele-

gance, and is one among the few inflances of flatues being employed in gardens with

real tafle. From the platform of grafs Avithin the cad le walls (in the centre of which
is a ftatue of the late earl who built it) over the battlements, you behold a furpriling

profpedl on which-ever fide you look ; but the view which pleafes me beft, is that op-

pofite the entrance, where you look down upon a valley, which is extenfive, finely

bounded by rifing cultivated hills, and very complete in being commanded at a fiiigle

look, notwithflanding its vafl variety.

" Within the menagery, at the bottom of the park, is a mofl pleafing fhrubbery, ex-

tremely fequeflercd, cool, fhady, and agreeably contrafled to that by the houle, from
which fo much diitant profpe£t is beheld ; the latter is what may be called fine, but the

former is pleafingly agreeable. We proceeded through the menagery (which is pretty

Well Rocked with pheafants, &c.) to the bottom of the Ihrubbery, where is an alcove in

a fequeftered fituation ; in front of it the body of a large oak is feen at the end of a
walk, in a pleafing ftile ; but on approaching it, three more are caught in the fame
manner, which, from uniformity in fuch merely rural and natural objeds, difpleafes at

the firit fight. The fhrubbery, or rather plantation, is fpread over two fine flopes, the

valley between which Is a long, winding, hollow dale, exquifitely beautiful, the banks
are thickly covered with great numbers of very fine oaks, whofe noble branches in fome
places almoft join over the grafs lawn, which winds through this elegant valley ; at the

upper end is a Gothic temple over a little grot, whichforms an arch, and together have
a pleafing effeft ; on a near view this temple is found a light, airy, and elegant building.

Behind it is a water, fweetly fituated, furrounded by hanging woods, in a beautiful

manner ; an ifland in it, prettily planted ; and the bank on the left fide rifing elegantly

from the water, and fcattered \\ith fine oaks. From the feat of the river god (the

ftream by the by is too fmall to be fandified) the view into the park is pretty, congenia^
with the fpot, and the temple caught in a proper flile."

Mr. Young concludes with properly acknowledging the true politenefs of lord

and lady Stafford, in permitting ftrangers to have eafy accefs to a light of this place ;

and execrates, as every one muft do, the infolent pride of nabobs and contrac-

tors, who accidentally becoming poffeffed of fine feats, refufe that gratification to all

who are not of their prefent acquaintance.

Lord Strafford has built fome ruins near the road, which may perhaps have a goo.1 ef-

fe£l from the houfe, or grounds, but they appear very indifferently to a traveller.

Barncfley is a fmall town, black from the coal-mines andiron-works round it, from
whence it has got the name of Black Barncfley. Yet, contradidorv as it may feem,
thread is bleeched here ; fomecoarfe linen for fliirts and chicks, is wove.

In the village of Sandail is a fmall fchool by the r^ad fiJe, the modeft builder of
which has only placed the initials of his name, C. Z. ; he fays in the infcription, that

it k defigned to teach Englifli and the Chriitian religion, the too great negled of which
he remarks, and, if I remember right, with an apoftrophe!

VOL. II. 3 H At
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At this place was a caftle, built by John, the laft earl Warren, who having no iffue

by his wife, in 9 Edward II. by fpecial grant, gave the inheritance of all his lands to

the king and his heirs, amongfl which, thiscaftle and the manor of Wakefield are enu-

n^erated ; ten years after the king granted it to him lor his life*. In 1 Edward III. on
the death of Thomas, duke of Lancafter, Henry being found to be his brother and

heir, the king, taking his homage, commanded his efcheator north of Trent, not to

meddle with the caftlc of Sandale, manor of Wakefield, &c. whercunto John earl of

Warren laid claim, they being, by confent of both parties, to remain in the king's

hands, to be delivered to Henryf. Yet, in the 20th year of that king, this earl

Warren fettled this cafi^le on Maud de Nereford (his concubine) and on John and

Thomas, his fons by her|. It, however, afterwards came to the crown, and was
given by Edward III. to his fifth fon, Ednmnd de Langley, from whom it defcended

to Richard, duke of York, the competitor of Henry VI. and who, between this place

and Wakefield, fought the battle with Henry's queen, in which he loft his life. He
had appointed his army to rendezvous here, but was followed fuddcniy by the queen

before his forces were collected ; too gallant to bear the thoughts of being braved by
her at the gate of his own caflle, he fallied out, was defeated, and killed. Mr. Tho-
refby had a ring which was found in this place, and I'uppofed to have been his. On
the right hand of the road, between this and Wakefield, on the fpot where he fell,

a flonecrofs was erected, which was deftroyed ih the late civil \\ar§.

On the bridge over the Calder, at the entrance of Wakefield, ftands a chapel,

built by Edward the IVth ; it belongs to the poor, was lately converted iiito a ware-

houfe, asd is now let to an cloath's-man. In the front are remains of fome groups

of figures, and other ornaments. Podibly it might have fome reference to this battle,

or to the murder of the young earl of Rutland, put to death in cold blood near the

bridge, by lord Cliflbrd, a young man whofe barbarity ftained the luftre of the vidtory,

and gained him the name of I'he Butcher. He paid dear for it afterwards, as did the

queen, for her weak and unworthy infults to the body of the gallant York. This

lord was killed in the battle of Towton, and his fons, then quite infants, would have

been facrificed to the manes of Rutland, if their mother had not preferved them, by
fending the youngeft beyond fea, and concealing the eldelt at the houfe of a fliepherd,

where he was brought up as a peafant, without education, and remained in that ftate

till the fettlement of Henry VII. on the throne, made it fafe to difcover him. His

eflates were in the mean time in the hands of his enemies, but he then got relHtution

of them
II

.

In 1756 a number of groupes, in wood and alabafler, were found in the I'oof of a

houfe in the market-place, fuppofed to have belonged to the chapel on the bridge, or

to Sandall caflle. One of them reprefented St. William, archbifliop of York ; ano-

ther the martyrdom of St. Amphibalus ; Pvlofes and Aaron, David and Solomon,

Chrifl; and the twelve Apoltles, Paul, John Baptift, the three Magi, St. Anne teach-

ing the virgin, a mitred figure, fuppofed the patron faint of the chapel, the martyrdom
of St. John the Baptift in the cauldron, wirh Polycarp and Ignatius, the Roman ma-
gitlrate and the executioners. They were about twelve inches high, painted red, and

gilded. St Anne was three feet high, and in the beft flyle, whence this might rather

be conjeclured to be the patron faint, or principal figure^.

Dugd. Bar. V. i. p. 81. f ^^'"^- P 7*'3- t Ibid p. F2.

§ Wlien Leland made liis notes, Sandall taftle belonged to tlic king. Itin. v. j. p. ^j. A view of it,

fiom a draught in the dutchy office, has btcn engraved by llie Society of AntiquaricB.

II
Dugd. Uar. V. i. p. 3^3. % Cough's Topography, v. ii. p, 4^8.

1 This
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This town is handfome and well built, and has long been noted for the clothing trade.

There is a good bridge over the Calder, which was made navigable fo far about 1698.

Aniongfl other eminent men whom this place has produced, was the Pindar who dif-

tinguiflied himfelf as the antagonifl: ot the bold Robinhood.

'rhe road from hence to Leeds, is through a country black with coal-pits, and the

finoakof the fire-engines and glafs-houfes ; but the land is good. At Leeds the cloth-

ing trade, that ilaple manufadure of the kingdom, which employs fuch innumerable

hands, and which is a more genuine fource of wealth than the mines of Peru, is feen

in all its glory. The cloth ufed to be expofed on flails in the (treet, but in 1758 a

large hall was built by fubfcription of 1589 clothiers, each of whom had a fpot afTigned

him in it for fale of his cloth. The payment was three guineas each ; and if the llall

is fold, no larger premium is permitted to be taken. A new hall is now (miflied on a

flill larger fcale, over the centre of which is an aflbmbly room. It is almofl incredible

how nmch bufinefs is done here on the cloth-market days, which are Tuefdays and
Saturdays. The neighbourhood is full of the country houfes of the rich clothiers.

About three miles off are the ruins of Kirkitall-abbey, a (lately Gothic building, in

a vale watered by the river Aire. It was of the Cillercian order, founded by Henry
de Lacy in 1 157, and was valued at the diffolution at 329I. 2s. i id. The gateway is

walled up, and converted into a farm-houfe, the arch plainly appearing. The abbot's

palace was on the fouth. The middle, north, and fouth ailes of the church remain,

•with nine pillars on each fide, but the roof of the middle aile is gone. Places for fix

altars, three on each fide the high altar, are vifible. At the weft end is a turret, with

Heps up to it, leading to the roof of the fouth aile, overgrown with grafs. The tower,

built about the time of Henry VIII. is pretty entire*
;

part of an arched chamber, lead-

ing to the cemetery, and part of the dormitory, remain. The wall under the eafl win-

dow is broken down, and there is no door at the well, fo that there is a paffage through

the whole building, and this being always open, the cattle ufe it for a Ihelter, and

make it very dirty. It is pity the noble owner (the duke of Montague) fhould not

pay fo much regard to this ftrudlure, and the purpofes for which it was originally de-

figncd, as to prevent this abufe of it. One fees with veneration thefe mouldering re-

mains of the piety of our anceftors ; and, if it were only for the pidurefque Icenes

which they exhibit in their prefent condition, one cannot but lament that they Ihould

want the little care which would preferve them very long from further deftrudlion.

Near this place are faid to be remains of fome Danifli works.

It is faid that there was a Roman pottery two miles from Leeds, at Hawcafter-rigg,

on Blackmore, and that there are fome velliges of a Roman town at Adellf.

Go to Harewood, where is Gawthorp-hall];, the feat of Mr. Edwin Lafcelles, for-

merly that of the Gafcoignes, late of the Boulters§. At the village of that name, are

fome remains of the callle, once belonging to theCurci's, demolifhed in the late civil

war.

Mr. King, who has taken very great pains in inveftigating the remains of ancient

callles, fays, that what remains of this appears to have been chiefly built about the time

of Edward 1. and to have been compleated in that of Edward III. The entrance is by
two portals, in the firll of which is the groove for the portcullis. In the apartment

* January 27, 1779, three fides of this tower fell down, and only the fouth fide of it remains. Gougli'i

Topofrraphy, v. ii. p. 470.

•f
Phil. Tranf N°. 222, p. grp; andN'. 2S2, p. 12^5. J Now cplled Plarewood-houfe.

§ Of whom John Boulter, tfq. is fpoken of by the authors of Magna Biitannia, in 1731, as a perfon of

great piety and benevolence.

J H 2 over
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over the fecond, is a large door way, which has three coats of arms over it ; the firfl

and third contain a Hon rampant, being the arms of Aldburgh, charged on the bread with

a fleur-de-lis, to diftinguifli the branch which poffefl'ed this caftle from the elder ; the

fecond contains an orle, being the arms of Baliol, What is very extraordinary, this

great arch only leads into the fmall room in the upper part ofthe tower of entrance, where
there could not be any communication with the grand entrance below, and it feems un-

connected with any other parts, except that little room, and the galleries in the wall.

This little room is fuppofed to have been the chapel ; in the freeze round it are 1

2

coats of arms cut in (lone, amonglt which thofe of Aldburgh are repeated three times
;

fir William de Aldburgh became poflefTed of this caftle by gift of Robert de Infula, or

De I'Ifle, lord Lifle, of Rugemont, in 38 Edward III. on his marriage with a daugh-

ter of that lord. Sir William had one daughter and heir, who married fir Richard
Redman, in the reign of Henry IV. From this repetition of the arms of Aldburgii,

when only one of that name poffefled the place, Mr. King thinks the date of this part

of the building, at leafl, may be fixed to the time of that fir William, and he conjec-

tures that the reft was built by Robert de Lifle, in the reign of Edward 1. The Red-
mans continued owners to the time of Elizabeth.

On the ground floor of the caftle, is the appearance of a tomb, a thing not eafily to

be accounted for in fuch a place. In the end walls are marks of a high-ridged roof

having been let in, over the ftate apartments, but beneath the high parapet wall,

fo as to leave room for a platform on each fide upon the leads above, fecured by the

parapet, which might be for the purpofe of placing warlike engines*. The fame has

been obferved at Caftleton.

In the church is a monument for that upright and firm judge, fir William Gafcoigne,

who could not be prevailed on to pronounce what he thought an unjuft fentence againft

Scrope, archbifliop of Canterbury, whenarrefted for an infurreftion againft Henry IV.

and who fo nobly fupported the dignity of the bench, by committing the prince of

Wales (afterwards Henry V.) for a contempt in court. To the honor of the prince,

he fubmitted to the law, and to the honor of his father, he commended the judge.

He died in 141 2. There is alfo a curious tomb for the Redmans, fome time lords

here. Mr. Lafcelles built a range of neat houfes in the village, intending to eftablifn

a ribband manufactory ; unfortunately it did not fucceed, but the attempt does him
honor.

About half a mile from the village is the Hall, which he has lately rebuilt on a new
fpot of ground. It is a large, elegant houfe, ftanding on an eminence, and from the

fouth front overlooks a piece of water in the bottom. The gallery extends the whole
weft end of the houfe, and is feventy-feven feet and an half long, by twenty-four feet

and an half wide, and twenty-two high. The politenefs of the family, in moft obligingly

permitting us, as travellers, to fee the houfe on a day on which it is not ufually fliewn,

muft not be pafTed without mention ; it gave additional pleafure to that arifing from
the fight of a place finifhed with fo much talte.

At Knarefborough are fome remains of the caftle, ftanding on a high abrupt bank,
overlooking the river Nid, which runs at the foot of it. It was built foon after the

Conqueft by Serlo de Burgh, uncle by the father's fide to Euftace Vefcy ; it came after-

wards to be the feat of the Eftotevilles, a daughter of which family married Hugh de
Moreville, one of the four knights who flew Thomas Becket ; and he, in her right,

held this caftle, and fled to it with his afllftants in that ait : they remained here Thut

* Arch. V. vi. p. 329.
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for a year, but fubmitting to the church, were pardoned on condition of performing

a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre.

After this it came to the crown, and was given by Henry III. to Hubert de Burgh,

his f;\ithful adherent, but the advifer of his arbitrary meafures. It again cfcheated to

the king, and was granted by Henry III. to his brother Richard, earl of Cornwall,

whofe fon Edmund dying without iffue, it was given by Edward II. to his favourite

Piers de Gaveftone. On his death it came once more into the royal poffefTion, and in

44 Edward III. was granted to John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, and has belonged

to that dutchy ever fince.

In 1399 Richard II. after his depofition, was removed hither from Pickering caftle,

and from hence carried to Pontefraft caftle, where he ended his days.

The townfmen defended it for Charles I. after the battle of Marfton-moor, in the

moft fpirited manner, and at lad being compelled to furrender, had leave to go where

they pleafed. Lilburn, who commanded for the parliament, deftroyed all the build-

ings within the caftle walls, and the materials and furniture were fold*. The fouth

front of the keep is partly {landing, and is about 48 feet high, between two round

towers, which are placed one at each corner. Thefe towers are foliJ ftone work, ex-

cept that one of them has a fmall window and a loop, with very narrow paifages leading

to them ; the lower part of that in which is the loop, is a vaulted room, now ufed as a

prifon, which has no communication with the infide of the keep. The ground floor

feems to have been ufed as ftore-rooms. Adjoining to one of the towers is a fmaU'

door, opening into an apartment vi-hich has no communication v\ hatever with the infide

of the keep ; in this room the records of the forcit have long been kept. By the fide

of this little door were the fteps leading to the door of the apartment on the fecond

floor ; this door is ornamented with tracery work, fo as to have fome appearance of a

window. Under thefe fteps is a door to the vaults below. The great room on the

fecond floor, appears to have had an arched roof of ftone workf.

At the bottom of the town, acrofs the bridge, is the famous dropping well, falling

from a rock of limeftone of coarfe grainj (which is nearly infulated from the neigh-

bouring bank, from which it flipped down about the beginning of this century) in a

perpetual ftream of many ftrings of water, of a petrifying quality. The river runs be-

low, and for fome miles goes through a deep valley, wooded on the fides, fometimes to

the water's edge. There are three other wells here ; the fweet fpa, or vitrioUne well;

the ftinking, or fulphur well (which tinges filver with a copper colour, owing to its

having the addition of a vitriolic falt§) ; and St Mongah, or Kentegera's well. This

St. Mongah was a Scottifli faint.

A mile from Knarefborough, near Grimble-bridge, is a place called St. Robert's

Cave, in the time of king John the habitation of a hermit of that name, fon of one

who had been twice mayor of York, but he difliking the world, left his patrimony,

and after having been a fhort time a monk at Morpeth, retired to this place||. This

gave rife to a religious foundation by Richard earl of Cornwall, of the order of the

Holy Trinity for redemption of captives. It was furrendered by the prior 1 539, The

cave is dug in the rock above the river Nid, and has been lately made remarkable by

the difcovery of a murder, committed there about fifteen years before by one Eugene

Aram, a man, who, without education, bad acquired a confiderable fhare of learning

* Camd. vol. ii. p. 94. Grofe.

f Mr. King has given a very exift defcription of this caftle in Arch. v. vi. p. 322.

% Short, p. ic6. § Leigh, b. i. p. 34. 11
Ltland, Itin. v. i. p. bz.
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bv intenfe application ; his defence is perhaps as mafterly a performance as has been

often feen on fuch an occafion, and would have done honour to a better caufe.

About two miles from Knarelborough is Plumpton, an old feat of an old family of

that name, which flourilhed from the Conqueft till the middle of the prefent century,

when this place, with an eftate of feven hundred pounds a year, was bought by IMr.

Daniel Lafcelles. Hedefigned to have built a houfe, which he began, made his kitchen

garden, and formed a pleafure ground in a romantic fpot, but then defilted, and went

to live at Goldfworth, another purchafe of his, two miles off. The company at Harro-

gate, which is at a fmall diilance, have the advantage of what has been done, a vifit to

thefe gardens being one of their excurfions.

Mr. Lafcelles found in a bottom near the houfe, a fmall piece of water, with a num-
ber of rocks ftanuing up in detached pieces of various forms ; he enlarged the water

confiderably, forming various bays between the rocks, and covering the tops of them
with greeni'ward, (hrubs, and flowers, oiten leaving the fides quite bare. The walks

are carried fometimes between, fometimes by the fide, fometimes on the top of thefe

rocks, which prefent themfelves in a variety of Ihapes. The autumnal crocus grows
wild in the paitures here in great plenty.

Not far from hence is Copgrave, where is a memorable epitaph, fimilar to that of

Mr. Heyrick, mentioned at Leicefter. It is for John Wincupp, who was redtor thereof

54 years; pious, charitable, and peaceable ; never fued any, nor was fued ; lived 52
years with his wife, had fix children, and a numerous family (boarding and teaching

many of the gentry) out of which not one died in all that time ; himfelf was the firft,

July 8, 1637, in his 86th year*.

The forell of Knarelborough is now inclofed ; the land, lately of little ufe, is now
converted into arable and good palture. The family of the Slingfbys, flill flourifliing

here, were made rangers of this forefb in the time of Edward I. Their feat is at Scre-

ven-hall, a handfome houfe, with very pleafant walks, and fine views.

Go from hence to the Httle town of Ripley, and lodge there. Here is a feat of fir

John Ingleby, whole family has refided in this place for ages. It is famous for the

birth of fir George Ripley, the celebrated chymiit, who lived in the 15th century, and

is faid to have difcovered the philofopher's ftone. Near this place were found, in 1 734,

two pigs of lead, infcribed. Imp. Cues. Domitiano Avg. cos. VII., one of which is now in

the hands of fir John Inglebyf.

The next day pafs by a new houfe, building by Mr. Meflenger, late owner of Foun-
tain's abbey, and fo to Ripon.

At Ripon was a monaltery, built by Wilfrid, archbifliop of York, a prelate, who
prefuniing on his great wealth and power, behaved with fuch infolence to Egfrid, King
of Northumberland, that he deprived him of his fee ; and defpifing the authority of

the Pope, to whom Wilfrid had appealed, put him into prifon, tor daring to appeal to

a foreign power againft him. On the death of Egfrid, he made his peace with Alfred,

who fucceeded to the crown, and obtained a reftitution of his fee of York ; but the (imie

infolence produced a fecond banifhment : he now found favour with Ethelred, King of

the Mercians, who made him bifhop of Leicefter ; but his behaviour here was fuch,

that he was not long after degraded. Such, however, was the merit of his appeal to

Rome, that it made a faint of himj.

Camd. V. ii. p. 95. f Phil. Trans. N*. 459, p. 560 ; and Cough's Top, , ii p. 464.

I Leland, Itin. v. i. p. 76.

Before
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Before Wilfrid's foundation, there had been a monaftery of Scots here, of whom
F.ata, abbot of Mch'os, was chief. It flood in a bottom, a fmall di'lance from the

jninficr. An abbot of Fountaynes got a grant of the chapel, part of which he pulled

down, and rebuilt it, intending to have made it a cell to his abbey; whenLeland vifited this

place, a chauntry priefl was maintained there, and he obferves, that there were three

croffes flanding in a row at the cad end of the chapel garth, of very ancient workman-
(hip, and monuments of fome notable men buried there*. He obferves, that woollen

cloth ufed to be made in the town, but idlenefs was then fore encrcafed, and cloth-

making almolt decayed. Wilfrid's building was entirely demohflicd by the Danes, but

was re-edified by Odo, archbifliop of Canterbury!. This place was in fuch favour with

Atheldan, that he granted a charter, by which, amongft other privikges, all St. Wil-

frid's men were to be believed in all courts by their Yae and Naej. At thediffolution,

the whole of the revenues were feized into the hands of the crown. In 1 604 a petition

was prefcnted to Anne, Queen of James I. for fettling a college here, in the manner of

an univerfity, for the benefit of the borders of England and Scotland §. She approved

the plan, but it was not carried into execution ; however, James refounded the church,

'

making it confift of a dean, fubdean, and fix prebendaries, allowing them 247I. fer ann,

out of the former prebendal lands.

There is now a collegiate church with three fteeples, or towers, large, but very plain.

The fpircs have been long fince blown down. This church fuftered much in the civil

war in 1643, but has been well repaired fince. Under the church is anarrow, winding

pafllige, called St. Wilfrid's Needle, heretofore fuppofed to have been a trial of female

chaftity, fuch as had made a flip, not being able to go through.

The manor was granted Dy Queen Mary to the fee of York, to which it now belongs.

Here is a free grammar-fchool, founded by Queen Mary in the third year of her reign,

and well endowed. There is aKo a blue-coat hofpital, founded about 1672 by Za-

charias Jepfon, an apothecary of York, for the maintenance and education of twenty

orphan boys, or the fons of poor freemen of the town, who are taken care of from the

age of feven to fifteen ; and any two of them who may be deemed fit for the univerfity,

are to have an exhibition of 1 ol. a year each, for feven years, at Cambridge.

Such as are apprenticed at Ripon, have 5I. given with them. The eflates are vefted in

ten truflees.

The market-place is very large, having in the centre an obelifk of free ftone, 82 feet

high, on the top of which is a bugle horn, the arms of the town. Having fuffered

much by the weather, it was rebuilt by Mr. Aiflabie, in 1781. It was formerly the

cufiom for the Vigillarhis^ or Wakeman (who feems to have been the chief magiftrate

till James I. granted a charter to the town, making it a corporation, confifting of mayor,

recorder, 12 aldermen, and 24 affiflants} to order that a horn fhould be blown every

night at nine o'clock, and if any houfe or fliop was broken open or robbed, between

that time and fun-rifing, the lofs was to be made good by the town, for which purpofe

each houfeholder paid four-pence a-year, or, if he had a back door to another llreet,

eight-penct [|. The horn is Hill blown, though the tax, and the benefit arifing from it,

are difcontinued.

At this town, in 1695, were found many Saxon coins, namely, of their brafs

ftlcca's, whereof there were eight to a penny. They were of the latter race of the

• Leland, Itln. v. i. p 77. f Camd. v. if. p. 94, 95. \ Dugd. Mon. vol. i. p. 173.

$ The plan is inferted iu Peck's Defid. Cur. v. ii. lib. 7. p. 56. || Gent's Hiftory of Ripou.

kings
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kings of Dcira, or rather the Subregull, after Egbert had reduced it to be part of his

monarchy*.
Two miles from Ripen is a fulphur well, called Oldfield Spaw. It lies between two

hills, near an old abbey, in a very romantic fituation, refembling Matlock ; it was dif-

covered about the end of the lafl century. The fpring is always of the fame height,

not affected by rain or drought, but boils up with great noife againfl: a change of

weatherf.

About four miles eafl: of Ripon, towards Boroughbridge, is Newby, the feat of Mr.
Wcddell, on the banks of the Eure. The fituation is low, but the grounds are lad out

to the bell advantage ; and whatever is wanting without, is amply made up withm the

houfe, which is difpofed and furnilhed in Adams's beft manner. There are a few good
pitlures of the firit mailers, and fuch a colledlion of ftatues, buds, bas-reliefs, urns, far-

cophagus's, and antique marbles, as few houfes in England can fhew j amongH the fta-

tues, the Venus holds the firft place.

A little way from this town is Studley Park, the feat of the late Mr. Aiflabie. The
gardens were begun about 60 years ago by his father (who married the heirefs of the

Mallorie's an ancient family) and have long been celebrated as the finell in the north of

England. They are at a fmall dillance from the houfe, in a valley, in which are feveral

pieces of water, too much in the old, formal ftile, fupplied by a little ftream, which comes
from Fountain's abbey ; the hills on each fide are covered with woods, in which are

interfperfed feveral temples and buildings, fo placed as to form excellent points of view

from the different walks which are carried along the fides and tops of the declivities.

The late owner was at lall enabled to make the place compleat by the addition of this

abbey, which it was many years before he could obtain. It ftands at the upper end of

a vale, which commences at the termination of the old gardens, and is finely wooded
on each fide ; through this runs the ftream, which at the turn of the hill is formed into

a beautiful piece of water. Before this purchafe was made, only an imperfed view of

the abbey was catched from one of the feats, much interrupted by the trees, which

ftood immediately before it ; thefe are now cleared away, fo as to give a full fight of the

magnificent ruins.

This celebrated abbey was founded in 1 133, by Thurfbn, archbifliop of York, for

monks of the Ciftercian order, and was built with ftone taken from the rocks in the

adjoining hill. Some yevs^ trees remain in the wood, faid to have been planted by the

firft monks. By degrees they obtained very large poffeflions, and had an amazing
quantity of plate, cattle, &c. Juft before the diffolution, their plate at 4s. 4d. per oz.

was valued at above 700I. they had 2356 oxen, cows and calves; 1326 ftieepj 86
horfes, and 79 fvvine. Their revenues amounted, according to Burton, to more than

II col. a year, at the diffolution. William Thurft, or Thirlke, the laft abbot but one,

was afterwards hanged at Tyburn, together with the abiiot of Jervaux, or Joreval, and
four others, who had been concerned in the infurredion under Afl<e, in York-
fliirc, called the Pilgrimage of Grace, one objed of which was a reftoration of the

abbies|.

This abbey, with others, was granted to fir Richard Grefliam, who fold it to fir

Stephen Prodor, whofe daughter and heirefs carried it into the famib' of Meffenger, of

one of whofe defcendants it was lately bought by Mr. Aiflabie. Th . ruins are very con-

fidci-able; the walls of the church, a large and lofty tower, part of the cloifters

• Camd V ii. p. 54, pj,

t Short, p. 297. t Willis's Mitred Abbics, v. ii. p. 271.

entire,
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cntirf, and of the dormitory over them, and of the kitchen and refeftory, &c.

itill remain. The ftream runs under one end of the cloifters, and is there arched

©ver.

The church and to\fn of Ripon make a fine termination of a view from the

park.

About five miles from Studley, Mr. Aiflabie made fome walks, and ereded fome
buildings in a fcqueftercd and mofl: romantic place, called Hackfall.

A little rivulet, which rifes on Greville-thorpe-moor, runs into a deep, woody glen,

and forms at the entrance three or four fmall pools, and in ifluing out of them, makes
fo many little cafcades, judicioufly varied in their forms. It then haftens with precipi-

tance to the river Eure, at the bottom of the dale, rulhing over heaps of itones and

pebbles which obftrudt its paffage, and make amultitudeof falls, continually differing ui

Ihape and fize. On the right rifes a very fteep hill, covered with underwood to the

top, through which is a waterfall of confiderable height; on the left, the walk is

formed under a (hade of lofty trees, growing on a fteep bank. At the bottom ot this

walk is a fmall, plain building, called Fiflier's Hall (from the name of the gardener)

from whence is a view of the river Eure*, whofe noife had been before heard, roaring

over great heaps of itones, torn from the adjoining rocks in its fury, when fuelled with

rains. It runs here in a bend, round a point of high land on the oppofite fide, clothed

with a hanging wood from the brink to the water's edge, but is foon loft between the

T^'oody hills.

Returning back a little way, a path to the right leads through a fine wood of lofty

trees, which reach from the top of the high, abrupt hill, then being on the left, to the

river fide. In fome parts the wood has been cleared, to vary the ground with fpots

of greenfward, leaving a few fcattered trees. In one of thefe fpots a ruftic building is

placed, looking on a confiderable water-fall, the top of which is hid by the over-hanging

boughs ; this runs into a bafon, in which a high fountain plays out of a rock placed in

the middle. Keeping near the fide of the river, it fhews itfelf in various views; the oppofite

bank generally covered with wood, but in one place prefenting a lofty perpendicular face

of bare rock. The fame fort of rocks appear in the hill on the left, the trees being

thinned to fliew them. Near the end of this walk, a flender rill drops from an impending
bank, through the ftem of a tree, into the river.

Turning now to the left, afcend the hill which overhangs the path you have followed,

and from various ftations have various views of the river and country. The fpire of

Mafliam church is a beautiful objefl; from feveral places. The views of the country

become more extenfive as the ground rifes, till coming to a building on the brink of a

precipice, and on the higheft part of the hill, a noble fcenery opens. In the bottom
feveral reaches of the river are feen at once ; the hanging wood on its farther bank,

a particular green meadow on its fummit, farm-houfes, gentlemen's feats, cultivated land,

"the church of Tanfield,with its bridge over the water,thc churches of Topclifte andThirfk,

York Minfter, thewhole bounded by Black Hambledon, and other hills in the horizon, on
one of which theWhite Mare of Wefton Clifffj or White Stone Cliff, is vifible in a clear

day, compofe this beautiful landfcape. The building which affords this profpedl, appears

from different parts of the walk to be a ruin, but has two neat roonts in it, where, or in

• This river runs to Hull, but lofes its name a little below Boroiighbrldge, at Oufebourn, where the

little brook called Oufe, runs into it, and gives name to its further courfe. It receives in its track the Swale,

the Nid, the Darwent, &c.

t A mark in a hill, like the White Horfe in Berkfhire, Whitclcaf-croft, in Bucks, &c,

VOL. n. 3 I FiHier's
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Fiflier's Hall, Mr, Aiflabie fometitnes dined, or indulged his friends with the liberty of

fo doing, and for this purpofe kitchens are built near.

Proceeding onward, a new view opens of the principal waterfall mentioned in the

firfl walk, but it here appears to come from a much greater height, than it did when
feen before, the upper part not being vifible there. From hence you come to the

place at which you firft entered.

From Hackfall it is three miles to a little town, called Mailiam, the market-place of

which is uncommonly fpacious, built on three fides, but the houfes fo low and mean,
that it has the appearance of a deferted place. The church is at the end of the fouth fide,

remarkably neat. In it is a very handfome monument for fir Marmaduke Wyvill, who
died in 1617, and his lady ; he was defcended from a co-heirefs of the lords Scroope,

of Mafliam, one of whom was beheaded for a confpiracy againfl: Henry V. There is

another good monument for Mr. Danby, to whofe family the manor belongs, and whofe

feat is at Swinton, in the road to Mafham. The great tythesare the property of Trinity

college, Cambridge.

The manor of the reftory of this place was the endowment of a prebend in the

cathedral of York, and perhaps the richeft in the kingdom. In 1534 Jt was valued

at 136I. a year. In 1^46 it was refigned by Robert Peterfon, then prebendary, who
conveyed it to Chancellor Wriottefly, and his heirs, and it has been ever fince a lay

fee*.

Mr. Danby's improvement of the moors, which lie behind his houfe in immenfe

trafts, is fo obfervable, and fo worthy of imitation, that too much cannot be faid of it.

He has a colliery, which employs many hands, and the cottages of the workmen are

fcattered about on the moors. Some years ago he gave leave to the cottagers to in-

clofe a field contiguous to their gardens, that they might, if induftrious, raife their own
corn. A few examples had great eifefts, and now there is not a collier without a

little farm, from four to twenty acres, on which he keeps a cow or two, and raifes corn.

The hours of work in the colliery are few, and leave fufficient time for the cultivation

of this land. This fcheme has introduced a fpirit of induftry, in lieu of the idle-

nefs which ufed to prevail after the work in the coal-pits was finiflied for the day,

and fixes the men, who before this, on the lead; difguft, ufed to run from one colliery

to anotherf.

Mr. Arthur Young mentions a moft extraordinary inftance of induftry in one of

thefe collierf, named James Crofts, who has reclaimed nine acres of moor, much
incumbered with (lone, the whole of which, in the inclofure and cultivation, has

been performed by his own hantls, with the help of one Galloway ; for years he fpent

20 hours of the 24. in unremitted labour. Mr. Youug was fo {truck with the fpi-

rit of this poor man, (who feems to have been unaccountably neglefted by Mr. Dan-
by, notwithflanding his own turn for improvements) that he moft humanely propofcd

a fubfcription to raife a fum for enabling him to proceed in the improvement of a

larger traft. What a lofs to the public, that fuch a genius for agriculture Ihould be

cramped, and for want of a fum, Icfs than is often fpent in the capital on a fingle

dinner

!

By the fide of the road, three miles before coming to Middleham, are fome re-

mains of Joreval abbey. It was originally begun in 1 144 by Peter do Ouinciano, a

monk of Savigny, of the Ciftercian order, in a different place, and was then called

the abbey of Fors, Wenfley-dalc, and Charity, and fometimes Joreval ; but 1 1 years

• Willii'o Cath. vol. i. p. 152. f Young's Nortli Tour, v. ii. p. 289.

7 after-
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afterwards was removed hither, when it got the name of Jorcval, /. e. Eureval, fi"om

the river Eure running near it. Adam Sodhury, the laft abbot, was one of thofe

who were attainted in 1539*, probably for having been concerned in the Pilgrimage
of Grace, which was ftirred up by the clergy, as mentioned before. At the diirolu-

tion it was valued at 455I. los. 5d. according to Speed, and 234I. 18s, jd. by Dug-
dale, and was granted to Matthew, earl of Lenox, and lady Margaret, his wife. It

now belongs to the earl of Aylelbury, who has a large eftate hereabouts. Stone cof-

fins have been dug up in the burial grounds, and converted by the farmers into

hog-troughs ; in the cotiins have been found cloth and ribbands, retaining their natu-

ral colours. The walls have been pulled down to make farni-houfes and fences, and to

repair the roads.

At the foot of the right hand hill ftands Danby, the feat of Mr. Scroope.

Pafs a handfome britlge over the Cover, which runs out of Coverdale, and joins the

Eure a little below. In this dale are fome remnants of Coverham-abbey, or Prior}',

founded about the 14th John by Ralph, fon of Robert, lord of Middleham. He re-

moved hither fome canons of the Prremonflratenfian order, from a houfe at S wane-
by, founded by Helwifia, his mother, daughter and heircfs of Ranulph de Glanville,

the famous chief julcice, and he and feveral of his defcendants were buried heref. It

was one of the lelfer abbies furrendered 27 Henry VIII. having then in lands, &c.
207I. 14s. 8d. a year, but reduced by penfions andexpences to a clear income of 160I.

1 8s. 3d. In 4 Philip and Mary, it was fold by commillioners of the crown to Humphry
Orme. It flands on the north fide of the rapid brook of Cover, in the dale called from
it Coverdale, and in a difmal fituation ; notwithftanding which, an owner of the name
of Wray, ereded from the ruins a dwelling-houfe adjoining to the fpot. A few
years ago two flatues, larger than the life, were dug up here, in the habit of knights

templars, in a cumbent pofture, ornamented with foliage and animals, but of moft rude
vvorkman{]iip|.

From the bridge, having the Eure on the right, fee the lofty fragments of Middle-
ham-caftle, overlooking the town. Large pieces of the walls have fallen down, and
the mortar feems lefs durable than it is generally found in thofe ancient buildings.

Alan the lid. earl of Brittany and Richmond, gave this and other manors to Ribald,

his younger brother, who poffefTed it at the time of the Conqueror's furvey. Robert,

his grandfon, erected this caftle about the year 1190. On his death, in the 54th of
Henry III. it defcended, with the foreft of Coverdale, *to Mary, one of his daughters,

who had married Robert de Nevill§, in whofe family it continued till feized by Edvs*.

IV. who had been imprifoned here under the care of the archbifliop of York, brother

to the great earl of AVarwick, but made his efcape either by the careleffnefs or defign

of his keeperjl ; if it was the latter, the king made him a very ill return, when a few

years afterwards, under pretence of vifiting him at his feat at the More, or Mote, in

Hertfordfliire, he feized all the plate which the archbifhop had got there of his own,
and had borrowed of others, in order to entertain hin; the more magnificently. Still

worfe, he kept him in prifon at Calais four years. In which time he was fo ill-ufed,

that he died foon after being releafed. The outer part was built or rebuilt by one of the

Nevills^.

The only fon of Richard III. died young at this caftle, and from that time it is not

mentioned in hiilory. The late earl of Holderneflc was conftable of it, as his family

* Carte, v. iii. p. 149. f Diigd. Bar. v. i p. 53, 292. % dofe.

j Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 52, 53. U Ibid. p. 306. % Leland's Itin. v. i. p. 76.

3 I a had
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had lon^ been ; but in the beginning of the lafl century, it was inhabited by fir Henry

Lindley*.

From hence is a fine view of the dale, with the winding river, the villages and woods,

and over them it extends to a great diftance towards the eafl. The entrance was on the

north fide, next the town ; fome part of a moat appears on the fouth and eaft iides. At

a little diftance on the fouth fide are two artificial mounts, midway between which and

the caflle, is a remarkably diflinct and loud echof.

The town of Middleham ftands on high ground, overlooking the beautifui valley

called Wenfley-dale, from a village in it of that name, the church of which lord Scroope

had a licence to make collegiate in the i Henry IV. but it does not appear that he

carried his defign into execution. The dale is of confiderable width, lying between

two hills, adorned with feveral villages, and is watered by the river Eure, which

runs through it with many windings. From Middleham the pafTage over the river

is by a ford ; but after rains you mufl return as far as Coverbridge, or go up as high

as Wenfley ; but to fee the moft of the vale, the way is to go by Coverbridge, and

through the villages of Spenythorne, Armby, Leyburn, and Wenfley. The meand-

ring of the river through the moft verdant paflures, whofe hedges are filled with trees,

the fcattei-ed villages, the hanging woods, the contraft of the bare hill-tops, form all

together a moft captivating fcene. From a ridge of rock above Leyburn, the whole

is viewed to great advantage. At Armby is a fall of water, which after rain, is con-

fiderable.

In Wenfley church is a curioufly carved pew, brought from the monaftery of St.

Agatha, near Richmond, which formerly belonged to the lords Scroope of Bolton. On
this is flill legible the name of Henry lord Scroope, carved on the wood, in text hand,^

with other infcriptions, now much brokenj.

In the middle of the dale ftands Bolton-hall, and at fome diftance, under a fine

grove, Bolton-caftle. The prefent houfe was built by Charles, marquis of Winchef-

ter, created duke of Bolton by William III. He was a man of the moft extraor-

dinary difpofition ; fometimes he would not fpeak for weeks together, at others he

would not open his mouth till fuch an hour of the day, when he thought the air

was pure§. We have lately heard of a hunting by torch-light in France, to amufe

the king of Denmark when there, but it was not a novelty, having been praftifed

by this gentleman. But with air thefe oddities he was a man of deep policy, and

played his cards with great art in the difficult times of Charles II., James, and

William.

A pillar on the hill, which fronts the houfe, commemorates the gratitude of a for-

mer owner, who buried under it a race-horfe, by whofe fpeed he recovered the eflate,

which his deftruftive pafTion for gaming had once loft. It may ferve as a ufeful me-
mento.

By marriage of a natural daughter of Emanuel, Lord Scroope, (created by Charles

L, earl of Sunderland, who had no legitimate iffue) this eftate came to an anceftor o£

the prefent owner. In the houfe are a few portraits of that family ; amongft them is

one of Henry, lord Scroope, one of thofc noblemen who figned the famous letter to the

pope, threatening that if he did not permit the divorce between Henry VIII., and queen

Catherine, they would rejoft his fupremacy. The eftate round this manfion is very

• Grofe. t Ibid. t Ibid.

f Buniet'i HJftory of hie own Times, fub anno ifigg.

lo confiderable.



BRAVES TOUR INTO DERBYSHIRE, &C. 42J

confiderable, with many lead mines in it, from which the duke receives one fifth of the

ftnclted Ijad, and has no farther trouble than to carry it to market.

Bolton caftle was built by Richard, lord Scroope, the honeft and fpirited chancellor

of Richard II., but whofe aiiceftors had an eftate here at leafl: as early as 24 Edward I.

Leland fays, it was 18 years in building, and the cofl 1000 marks a year, which makes

1 2,oool. He fays that the timber ufed about it was moflly fetched from the forelk

of Engleby, in Cumberland, by relays of ox teams placed on the road. He men-

tions chimneys made in the fide of the walls for conveyance of the fmoak, as a thing

he had not been accuftomed to fee*. He alfo mentions an aftronomical clock being

here.

The caftle is of a quadrilateral figure, the greateft length being from north to foutli,

but no two of its fides equal; the fouth is 184 feet, the oppofite 187, the weft 131,

and the eaft rsf. It has four right lined towers, one at each angle, but neither their

faces nor flanks are equal ; each of the former meafuring on the north and fouth fides

47 feet and an half, and on the eaft and weft only 35 feet and an half; the latter vary

from feven feet and an half to fix feet. In the centre between the two towers, both on

the north and fouth fides, is a large projeding right-angled buttrefs or turret ; that on.

the north fide is 15 feet in front, its weft fide 14, its eaft 16; on the fouth fide the

front is 12 feet, its eaft nine, its weft 12.

The grand entrance was in the eaft curtain, near the fouthernmoft tower ; there

were three other dcors, one on the north, two on the weft fide. The walls are feven

feet thick, 97 high. It was lighted by feveral ftages of windows. The chief lodg-

ing rooms were in the towers. The eait and north fides are moftly in ruins, the weft

part is in good repair. One of the towers, which was the principal obje£t of attack in

the civil wars, fell down in the night in November 1761!.

Mary, Oueen of Scots, was confined here under the care of lord Scroope in

1568, but was foon removed to Tutbury caftle, in Staffordftiire. Her chamber is

flievvn.

In the civil wars this caftle was gallantly defended for the king by col. Scroope, but

at length furrendered on honorable terms.

In this parifh lived that fingular inftance of longevity, Henry Jenkins, who died

Decembers, 1670, aged 169 years. After he was more than 100 years old, he ufed

to fwim in the rivers, and was called upon as an evidence to a fad: of 140 years

part. He was once a butler to lord Conyers, after that a fifherman, and at laft a

beggar.

In the road from hence to Alkrlgg and Richmond, are the falls of the river Eure,

called Atte-fcarre (from the rocks between which the river runs) corruptly Ayfgarth

Force, or the Force, which are lefs known than they deferve to be, and which, in-

deed, exceed any expeftation that can well be formed of them, and any defcription

which I can give.

Crofs the river at Bolton-hall, and the right hand road leads to a fmall public-houfe

near Ayfgarth church ; here the horfes may be left. Go down a fharp defcent to th«

bridge, turn on the right, and foon quitting the high road, go on the right again,

through a little wood, and over three or four fields, by a blind path, to the bank from
whence the principal fall is feen.

Mr. King, in defcribing the very ancient caftle of Connifboroiigh, in Yorkfhire, which he attributes

me Saxons, mentions a chimney foimed in the wall, wliich muil have been co-eval with the building.

t Thefe meafurcments are taktn from Mr, Grofe's very elegant workj to which I am indebted for

much information.

to the Saxuns

The
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The romantic fitualion of the handfome church of Ayfgarth, on an eminence, fo-

litarily overlooking thefe cataradls, (fays the ingenious Mr. Maude, chief agent to the

duke of Bolton here,) the decency of the ifruciure within and without, its perfect re-

tirement, the rural church-yard, the dying ibunds of water amidft woods and rocks,

wildy intermixed with the variety and magnitude of the furrounding hills, concur to

render this fcene at once awful and pidlurefque, in a very high degree.

The falls that are above the bridge, are feen on defcending to it, but are feen to

greater advantage on the return. You there view them through a fpacious light arch,

which prefents the river at every ftep in variety of forms. On the left is the fteeple,

emerging from a copfe.

From the bridge the water falls near half a mile, upon a furface of ftone, in fome
places quite fmooth, in others worn into great cavities, and inclofed by bold and flirub-

bed clitfs ; in others it is interrupted by huge niaffes of rock ftanding upright in the

middle of the current. It is every where changing its face, and exhibits fome grand
fpecimens before it comes to the chief defcent, called The Force.

The whole river, which is of confiderable breadth, here pours down a ledge of
irregular broken rock, and falling to a great depth, boils up in flieets of white foam,

and is fome time before it can recover itfelf fufficiently to purfue its courfe, which it

does at lafl with great rapidity. No words can do jultice to the grandeur of this fcene,

which was faid by Dr. Pococke to exceed that of the Cataracts of the Nile, nor is it

much lefs difficult for the pencil to defcribe it ; I do not think that the very accurate

and judicious Mr. Pennant (excellent as his plates in general are) fliews half its mag-
nificence.

The bridge has on it the date of 1539, which is probably a (lone of the old bridge,

the prefeut one feeming of much later date.

Returning back to the bridge you have a full view of the falls above it, as mentioned
before, and here your horfes may meet you, for if you go to the public-houfe you mull
return and crofs the river again to go to Alkrigg.

This place is in a bottom, and for a mile or two before coming to the defcent of the

hill, the road runs along the edge of a fteep declivity on the left, guarded by a ftone

wall. On the fide of this bank is an old houfe of Mr. Weddell, called Nappa-hall,

•which he has quitted for Newby, near Ripon. This was formerly the feat of the Medcalf?,

fo numerous a family, that Camden fays fir Chriftopher Medcalf, the chief of them,

went with 300 horfe, all of his family and name, and in the fame habit, to receive

the juRices of affize, and conduct them to York.
When here, I ought to have gone to Richmond, a few miles off, a town delight-

fully fitiiated on the Swale, where is a caftle built by Alan, earl of Bretagne, nephew
of William the Conqueror. The late earl of HoldernelTe had a feat here, which he

fold to Laurence Dundas, who, by that and a fubfequent purchafe, obtained the rc-

prefentation of the borough.

Alkrigg is a fniall town, with decent accommodation at the George. The inhabi-

iants ai-e employed in knitting (lockings, of which they make great quantities.

In this neighbourhood are fome remarkable water-falls, two of which called Mill

Gill, and Whitfield Gill, are within an eafy walk from the town. Another called

Hardrow-forcc or fofs, is five miles off.

The courfe of a fmall flream leads up a meadow to Mill Gill, where the water has

forced a paffage of two or three yards in width, through the rocks, and foils down
ipcrpendicularly about 16 yards: feen from below, it has a confiderable effoQ, the

rock appearing to have been perforated merely to give it way.

Higher
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Higher up the fame ftream, is Whitfield Gill, where theftreapi coming to the edge

of a rock, has a fall of 22 yards ; but this can only be feen from the high ground, the

bottom being fcarcely, if at all, acceluble.

From the hill above this place, the river Bain is feen running from Semerewater, by

a little village, called Bainbridge, into the Euro. This piece of water is about a mile

fquarc, and lies about three or four miles from Afkrigg. At the junction of thefe

two flreams, there was a Roman garrifon ; and upon the hill (which they call

Burgh) are the ground-works of an old fortification, about five acres in compafs ; and

under it, to the ea(f, the tracks of many houfcs were vifible in Camden's time. He
found there a fragment of a Roman infcripiion, in a very fair character, with a wing-

ed vidory fupporting it; from which he conjefiturcs, that the fort was formerly

called Bracchium, which had been made of turf, but was then built of flone and mor-

tar ; and that the 6th cohort of the Nervii was garrifoned here. They alfo fcem to

have had a fummer camp on that high hill, hard by, which is called Ethelbury. A
ftatue of Aurclius Commodus, the emperor, was dug up here (in Camden's time) in

the habit of Hercules, his right hand armed with a club*. At Gigglefwick, a mile

from Settle, is a well, which ebbs and flows much oftener than that at Tidfwell. In

this neighbourhood, are feveral remarkable caves, of which we had fuch imperfect in-

formation, or rather hints only, that we did not vifit them. A full account of them,

has been lately given in a pamphlet, called " A Tour to the Caves," to which I mufl:

refer for a particular defcription ; but fliall jufi mention the names of fome. The route

feems to be from Afkrigg to Ingleton, between which places, is Hurtlcpot, a round

deep hole, 30 or 40 yards diameter, and as much in depth, to the furface of a deep

black water ; Ginglepot ; and Weathercoat cave, in which is a fubterranean cataract.

Three miles before coming to Ingleton, a few yards out of the road, on the right, the

river Weate or Greta, gufhes out of feveral fountains, all within twenty or thirty yards

of each other, having run about two miles under ground, though making its appear-

ance in two or three places within that diftance. Near Ingleton, is Yordas-cove, in

the vale of Kingfdale.

Ingleborough is a very lofty hill, the name of which is derived from the Saxon, and

fignifies a rocky hill fire ftation ; on the top, was a beacon, ereded by the Roman gar-

rifon at Overborough, five miles diitant, and was extremely well adapted to that pur-

pofe, being itfelffeen at great diflances, and commanding a view of many other hill-tops.

It is a mile in height, 3987 yards above the level of the fea, the bafe near 20 miles in

circumference. The afcent is at the beginning even and gradual, but becomes, by
degrees, more rugged and perpendicular, and is at laft fo deep, that it is with dif-

ficulty you get up, and it is only in fome places that you can do it at all. The top

is level, almofl a mile in circumference, having the ruins of a wall round it, and of

the beacon. On this fpot races have been run ; but the rock is fo fcantily covered

with earth, that Httle grafs grows on it. From hence there is a moft unbounded prof-

pcdf- Near the top, on the eall fide, is a ftratum of flone, like the Derbyfliire mar-

ble, full ofentrochi ; white fea fhells are found in the black and brown marble, which

is dug herej. A number of fpi'ings rife on the fides of this hill, fome near the

fummit, which fall into holes or chafms when they come to the limeftone, and paf-

fing under ground fome way, burft out again towards the bafe. . Some of thefe caverns

may be defcended, and the paflage purfued to a great diftance ; fome of them are dry,

others having a continual run of water, fuch as Blackfide Cove, fir William's Cove,

* Camd. V. ii. p. 118. f Gent. Mag. 1761. p. 127, 148. t Tour to the Caves

Atkin-
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Atkinfon's Chamber, kc. Johnfon's Jacket-hole refembles a funnel in fliape, and is

very deep ; a flone thrown into it makes a rumbling noife, and may be heard a confi-

dei-able time. There is another called Gaper-Gill, into which a flream falls, and after

a fubterraneous paffage of upwards of a mile, breaks out again near Clapham, and at

lail joins the Lon or Lune, which runs by Lancafter*. Towards the foot of the hill is

Double Cave, fomething like that of Weathercoat. In a pafture, called the Sleights,

near the turnpike road, are two large heaps of fmall round (tones, a quarter of a mile
from each other, called by the country people, the Hurders ; the flones in the neigh-
bourhood are limeftone, but thefe are fandy, gritty flonesf; they are thrown pro-
inifcuoufly together, witliout appearance of workmanfhip, and yet cannot be fuppofed
the work of nature. One of thefe heaps is computed to contain 400 of this country
cart loads ; and there are other heaps of the fame fort up and down the country^.
Near Chapel in Dale, are Catknot-hole, and Greenfide-cavej the latter, at the bottom
of a hill, called Whemfide, near the road from Winterfcales to the dale of Dent. A
little way from the village of Selfide, and two miles from Gearftones, is a deep hole,

called Alumn-pot. The high hill of Penegent is not far from the little town of Horton,
above Mhich is a grotefque amphitheatre of rock, called Dowgill-fcar. A mile or two
oft, on the bafe of Penegent, are Hulpit, and Huntpit-hoies, each having a ftream (or
beck) running through it ; and what is mod extraordinary, thefe brooks crofs each
other under ground, without mixing waters, the bed of one being on a ftratum above
the other ; this was difcovered by the muddy water after a flieep-wafhing, going down
one paflage, and the hulks of oats which were fent down the other. They emerge,
one at Dowgill-fcar, the other at Branfil-head. Near Settle, is Gigglefwick-fcar, and
•the ebbing well ; and from hence you may go to Malham. This well, at Settle, ebbs
and flows four or five times in an hour, to the heighth of near fix inches. It rifes at

•the bottom of a prodigious ledge of rocks ; runs with a plentiful ftream j is inclofed in

a quadrangle of ftone flags, of about two feet fquare ; and had formerly proper outlets

for the current, to enable the fpedator to diftinguifh the degrees of its rife and fall

with more exaa:nefs§.

On the tops of the hills hereabouts, fires are lighted on (I think) the firftday of Au-
guft, the remains of a cuflom, the origin of which is now unknown.
We, however, for want of this information, returned to Ayfgarth, and went through

Bifhop's-dale to Kettlewell. This dale is a narrow valley between two lofty hills, with
iftill lefs of the chearing influence of the fun, than Wenfley-dale can boaft ; fo little,

indeed, that they do not attempt to raife corn ; but their inclofures are fine pafture,

and they breed many cattle. In it are two hamlets, called Thoroby and Newliggen,
•both in Ayfgarth parifh, though at a good diftance from the church.

Mr. Maude mentions a fall of water, in a deep wood at Heaning, (a houfe belong-
ing to MifsHarrifon,) in this dale, about two miles from Ayfgarth church, and in the

Toad ; this we fearched for to no purpofe, nor could we get any information from the

country people. There is a fmall ftream running down a deep woody glen, but it isfo

overgrown, that it is not poflible to follow the water ; and the precife fituation not be-

ing defcribed, it may be eafily miffed.

That gentleman flightly mentions another fall in Bifhop's-dale, called Fofs Gill,

which deferves more particular notice. Near the upper end of the dale, after crofting

a fmall brook, with a farm-houfe on the right, a fine ftieet of clear water is feen pour-

• Gent. Mag. 1761, p. 127. •}• Tour to the Cavet. t Gent. Mag, 1761. p. 128.
§ Geiu. Mag. 1760. p. 315,

ing
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ing down the right hand hill over a rock, between a few hanginp; trees ; looking
farther up, other falls are feen above if, and on examination, it is found to come from
the top of the hill, which is near a mile high, in feveral breaks : the firll feen, is about

30 yards ; and one above it, 40. To fee this in the belt way, leave the horfes at the

farni-houfc, which is juil paiTed, and walk acroft the meadows to the foot of the fall,

and from thence climb to the upper ones. It will well repay the pains.

At the end of Bifliop's-dale, come out on a wild dreary moor, and afcend a very
long, (leep hill, on the top of which are ibme black and difmal peat mores; the defcent

is as fteep into Wharfdale, at a village called Buckden. A road from this place to

Afkrigg, acrofs the moors, is begun, which will be much nearer, but will not make
amends to the traveller who feeks ainufement, for the lofs of the ride by Ayfgarth and
Bifliop's-dale. Wharf-dale, is fo called from the river Wharfe, which riles in the moun-
tains above, and is here only a fmall ftrcam, but widens as it proceedsj and, after a courfe
of 50 miles, falls into the Oufe, near Tadcaller.

KettlewcU is a little town in this dale, leading into the wild mountainous part of York-
fliire called Craven, and has fome fmall inns. Walter Grey, archbilhop of York,
(temp. John) was owner of a moiety of the manor, and from him, it defcended to the
lords Grey, of Rotherfield*. In 6 Henry IV. it was part of the eftate of Ralph Nevill,

earl of "Weftmoreland, who had a grant of free warren in hi$ lordfhip of Kettlewell,

with liberty to impark 300 acres of land there ; and foon after, he had a gmnt of free

chaife in all his demelhe lands at this placef.

In 1686, the inhabitants of this place and Starbottom, a village in the road to it,

were almolt drowned by a fudden and violent flood. The rain poured down from the
hill with fuch violence, for an hour and half, (the hill on the fide opening and calling

up water into the air, to a great heighth) that it demoliflied feveral houfes, and entirely

carried away the ftones with which they were built, filling up the meadows with them
and gravelj.

From henee the road to Malham (pronounced Maum) has the river on the left, and
a high range of rocky hills on the right. At about three miles, is a very lofty crafr,

hanging, as it were, over the road j it is called Killbe-crag, (fpelt Kilnfay) from the
village of that namejuft beyond.

At this village, in order to have the ride over the hills, and to go diredly to a large

piece of water, called Malham-tarn, leave the road, turninfT out of it in the village on
the right ; after palling through two gates, come to an inclofed paflurc, where aji old
direftion-poft has lofl its infcription, and going in at the gate, leave the more beaten
track, and crofs.the field, towards the fteep fide of a hill, on the right, where a piece

of gravelly road goes ftrait up, and is very vifible at fome diftance. Purfuing this, and a
track which, though little ufed, is eafily to be diftinguiflied, and runs in nearly a (Iraight

line crofling feveral large inclofures divided by ftone walls, you come to the water.

This ride is truly wild and romantic ; nature here fits in folitary grandeur on the hills,

which are lofty, green to the top, and rife in irregular heaps on all hands, in their pri-

maeval ftate of pallure, without the leaft appearance of a plough, or habitation, for ma-
ny miles. In the fumraer they afford good keep for cattle, great numbers of which are

taken in to feed from April or May to Michaelmas, when the owners generally choofe to

take them away. Thepafturage of a horfeforthat time,is 14s. ; a cow, 7s. ; a flioep,

is. 6d. Many of thefe paftures, which are of great extent, have been lately divided

by ftone walls, of about two yards high, one yard wide at the bottom, Icflening to a

* Dugd. Bar, vol. i. p. 723. f Ibid. vol. i. p. 298. % Mag. Brit.
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foot at the top. A man can make about feven yards, in length, of this in a day, and
is paid from 2od. to 2S. The (tones brought and laid down for him, cofl: about 7s.

more.

The Tarn has nothing beautiful in its fhape or borders, being bare of trees, and every

thing elfe to ornament it, except two or three fmall houfcs on the farther extremity,

but there is a very particular circumftance attending it ; at one corner it runs out in

in a fmall ftream, the only outlet from it, whichj in a very fhort fpace, rufiies in

full current into a heap of ioofe ftones, and is there loft. At the dillance of a mile

it iffues out again, at the foot of a Ilupendous rock, 200 yards high, called Maum-
cove.

The road to IVIaum is nearly in a ftraight line (inclining to the left) from thisin-

gulph, your back being to the water ; but the Cove is not feen from the road, though
it is very near it. From the village, following the ftream upwards, you come to the

magnificent front of it, which is fomething in the form of an amphitheatrfe, almoft plain,

but has two or three ledges, like galleries, along the face of it, wide enough, for one
who has a ftrong head, to walk on with fafety. At the foot of it, a current of water
iflues out, which is probably the fame as is loft near the Tarn ; but, in floods, the fub-

terranean paflage is not able to give vent to all the water ; and, it is faid, that a cataraft

then pours down from the top of the rock*.

But this is not the only objeft of attention which Maum has to prefent. A little mile

from the village, in the direfl: road from Kettlewell, is a fmall dale called Gordale,

hemmed in with rocks. Through this runs a ftream, the water of which is very clear,

but paffing over a bed of yellow earth of the colour of ochre, it tinges the ftones with

a deep yellow this is thought to be a marly earth, but, unfortunately, is fo fituated, as

not to be come at for the purpofes of hufbandry. Following the current you are led

into a corner where the rocks hang over on each hand, in terrific majefty ; and from
about half way up, the ftream falls over great fragments of them. Going up as far as

is pradicable, the water is feen gufliing out through the ftone from a greater height.

This is a little ftream which was crofted in going over the hills to the Tarn, and is ingulfed

at a fmall diftance from this place, where it broke out, after a great thunder-ftorm,

about the year 1733.
The ftone of the hills about Maum, is burnt into lime, of which fix pecks, each con-

taining 16 quarts, are delivered at the kiln mouth for 7d. It takes up a week in burn-

ing, and when it begins to be calcined, the loweft ftratum is drawn out at the mouth, and
more ftone and coal put in at the top.

From Waum, where little accommodation can be had, a few miles bring the traveller

into the great road leading from Settle to Skipton, at which laft place is a very good
inn called the Black Horfe. Nearly where thefe roads meet, is the prefent extent of
the canal from Leeds to Liverpool, on the Yorkftiire fide. They began at the Liverpool

fnd at the fame time, but it wants 50 miles of meeting. This is another of thofe great

undertakings, which refleft fo much honour on the prefent age, and will remain a laft-

ing monument of ft^illand opulence. The extent will be more than 100 miles, 41 in

Yorkftiire, and 6^ in Lancaftiirc
;

pafllng through a country abounding, in one part with

limeftone, in another with coal ; which will, by this means, be exchanged with great

mutual advantage.

At Skipton, the caftle ftands at the upper end of the principal ftreet, and, with a

confiderable cftate, belongs to the carl of Thanct, as heir of the very ancient family of

• Tour to ite Cayes, p. 33. TLis author calb the height loo yard» ; we were told on the fpot, that

it it 100,

4 Clifford.
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Clifford. The entrance is by a gate-way, and the whole is fitted up in the (111c of a

caftle, though little of the old one remains. It was originally built by Robert de

Romely, lord of the honour of Skipton, and palling by females through feveral fa-

milies, the honour and calUe were granted, in 1309, to Robert dc Clifford, aHerciord-

fliire baron. Hen. Clifford, earl of Cumberland, defended it gallantly for Henry
VIII. (with whom he had been brought up, and by whom he was much beloved) in the

great Yorkfhire rebellion under Aike, though he was deferted by 5C0 gentlemen,

whom he had retained at his coft*. In 1648, it was difmantled by the parliament,

becaufe it had been held by a loyal garrifon ; after which, it was repaired, in its prefent

form, by that very extraordinary lady, Anne, countefs of Pembroke and Montgoniery,

fole hcirefs of the Cliffords. At the farther end, is an odlagon room on the grouiid

floor, and another of the fame fhape over it : the tapeff;ry is very fingular, repreienting

the punifhment of diff'erent vices. In one of the apartments is a curious picture, in fliapc

of a flvrecn of three folds, with the genealogy and hiftoi7 of the Clifi"ords, of which

I fhall beg leave to tranfcribe the following account, from Mr. Pennant's very valuable

work.

"In the centre, is the celebrated George Clifford, earl of Cumberland, the hero of

the reign of Elizabeth ; and his lady, Margaret Ruflell, daughter of Francis, fecond

earl of Bedford. He is drefled in armoui", fpotted with fl:ars of gold, but much of it

is concealed by a veil and fliirt reaching to his knees ; his helmet and gauntlet, Iving on
the floor, are fl:udded in like manner. He was born in 1558, and by the death of

his father, fell under the guardianfliip of his royal mifl:refs, who placed him under the

tuition of Whitgift, afterwards archbilhop of Canterbury. He applied himfelf to ma-
thematics ; but foon after leaving college, he felt the fpirit of his warlike ancefl:ors rife

within him ; and for the refl of his life, difi:inguiffied himfelf by deeds of arms, ho-

nourable to himfelff, and of ufe to his country, in not fewer than 22 voyages again-fl

Philip II., who felt the eft'edts of his prowefs againft the invincible armada, againft his

European dominions, and his more diftant ones in America. He was always fuccefsful

againft the enemy, but often fuffered great hardfliips by ftorms, difeafes, and famine.

The wealth which he acquired, was devoted to the fervice of the ftate ; for he fpent,

not only the acquifition of his voyages, but much of his paternal fortune in building

{hips ; and much alio he difllpated by his love of horfe-races, tournaments, and every

expcnfive diverfion. Oueen Elizabeth appointed him her champion in all her tilting

matches, from the '^3d year of her reign ; and in all thofe exercifes of tiltings, turnings,

and courfes of the field, he excelled all the nobility of his time. His magnificent ar-

mour, worn on thofe occafions, (adorned with rofes and fieurs de lis) is actually pre-

ferved at Applety caftle, where is, befides, a copy of this pifture. In the courfe of the

life of a foldier, failor, and courtier, he fell into the licentioufnefs, fometinies incident

to the profefllons ; but, as the infcription on the picture imports, the eftefts of

his early education were then felt, for he died penitently, willingly, and chrif-

tianly.

•' His lady ftands by him, in a purple gown and white petticoat, embroidered with

gold. She pathetically extends one hand to two beautiful boys, as if in the adion of

• Rapin.
|- At an andfence, after one of his expeditions, t]ie Queen, perhaps dffignedJy, dropped one of her

gloves. . His lordfliip took it up, and prefented it to )ier : Ihe graciouOy dciircd lilm to keep it as n mark
of hor cfteein. Tims gratifying his ambition, with a reward that fiiitcd her avaiice. He'a(!orned it

with diamonds, and wore it in the front of his liigh crowned hat, ou days of tauniameiits. This is ex-
prefTed in the fine print of him, by Robert While.

3 K. 2 diffuading
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difTuading her \ovd from fuch dangerous voyages, when more interefting and tender

claims urged the prefence of a parent. Ho\V miifl: he have been affefted by his refufal,

when he found that he had loft both on his return from two of his expeditions, if the

heart of a hero does not too often divefl itfelf of the tender fenfations !

" The letters of this lady are extant in MS. and alfo her diary ; (he unfortunately

marries without liking, and meets with the ftme return. She complains greatly of the

coolnefs of her lord, and his negle<3: of his daughter Anne Clifford ; and endured
great poverty, of which fhe writes in a moll; moving ftrain, to James I, to feveral great

perfons, and to the earl himfelf. All her letters are humble, fuppliant, and
pathetic

;
yet the eari was faid to have parted with her, on account of her high

fpirit.

" Above the two principal figures, are the heads of two fiflers of the earl, Anne,
countefs of Warwick, and Elizabeth, countcfs of Bath ; and two, the fifters of the coun-
tefsj Frances, married to Philip, lord Wharton; and Margaret, countefs of Derby. Be-
neath each is a long infcription. The feveral infcriptions were corapofed by Anne
Clifford, with the afliflance of Judge Hales, whopcrufcd and methodized for her the ne-
ceffary papers and evidences.

" The two fide leaves, fhew the portrait of her celebrated daughter, Anne Clifford,

afterwards countefs of Dorfet, Pembroke, and Montgomery ; the mofl eminent perfon

of her age for intellectual accomplifhments, for fpirit, magnificence, and deeds of be-

nevolence. Both thefe paintings are full lengths : the one reprefents her at the age of

13 /landing in her fludy, drefled in white, embroidered with flowers, her head adorned
v'ith great pearls. One hand is on a mufic-book, her lute lies by her. The books in-

form us of the fafhionable courfe of reading among people of rank in her days. I per-

ceived among them, Eufebius, St, Augufline, fir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, Godfrey of

Bologne, the French Academy, Camden, Ortelius, Agrippa on the vanity of the occult

fciences, &c. &c. Above are the heads of I\Ir. Samuel Daniel, her tutor, and Mrs.
Anne Taylor, her governefs ; the lafl appearing, as the infcription fays flie was, a reli-

gious and good woman. This memorial of the inftrudors of her youth, is a moffc

grateful acknowdedgment of the benefits fhe received from them. She was certainly a

mofl happy fubjefl: to work on ; for, according to her own account, old Mr. John Den-
ham, a great aflronomer, in her father's houle, ufed to fay, that the fweet influence of

Pleiades, and the bands of Orion, were powerful both at her conception and birth ; and
when (he grew up, Dr. l>>nne is reported to have faid of her, that ihe knew well how
todifcourfe of all things, from predeflination to flea-filk.

" In the other leaf fhe appears in her middle age, in the flate of widowhood, dreffed

in a black gown, black veil, and white fleeves, and round her wafte is a chain of great

pearls ; her hair long and brown ; her wedding-ring on the thumb of her right hand,

which is placed on the Bible, and Charron's book of Wifdom. The reft of the books

are of piety, excepting one of ditlillations and excellent medicines. Such is the figure

of the heroic daughter of a hero father, whofe fpirit didated this animated anfwer to the

infolent minifler of an ungrateful court, who would force into enc of her boroughs, a

perfon difagreeable to her.

" I have been bullied by an ufufpcr ; I have been negledcd by a court j but I will

not be didated to by a fubjc^t. Your man fha'nt fland.

"Anne, Dorfet, Pembroke, and Montgomery."
" Above her arc the heads of her two hulbauds, Richard earl of Dorfet who

died in 1624; an amiable nobleman, a patron of men of letters, and bounteous

to diflreflcd wortb. The other is of that brutal fimpleton Philip earl of

6 Pembroke,
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Pembroke, the juft fubjeft of Butler's ridicule, whom fhc married fix years

after the death of her firll lord. Yet flie fpeaks favourably of each, notwith-

flanding their mental qualities were fo diflerent ; ' thefe two lords, fays fhe, to

whom I was by the Divine Providence married, were in their feveral kinds,

worthy noblemen as any in the kingdom
;

yet it was my misfortune to have crofTes and
contradidions with them both. Nor did there want malicious ill-willers to blow and
foment the coals of diflention between us, fo as in both their life-times the marble

pillars of Knowle in Kent, and Wilton in Wiltfliire, were to me but the gay arbours

of anguifh, infomuch as a wife man, who knew the infide of my fortune, would often

fay, that I lived in both thefe my lords great families, as the river of Roan, or Roda-
nm, runs through the lake of Geneva, without mingling any part of its ftrcams with

that of the lake.

" But fhe was releafed from her fecond marriage by the death of her hufband in

1650, after which the greatnefs of her mind broke out in full and uninterrupted luftre.

She rebuilt, or repaired, fix of her ancient caftles ; fhe reftored feven churches or

chapels ; founded one hofpital, and repaired another. She lived in vafl hofpitality at

all her caftles by turns, on the beautiful motive of difpenfmg her charity in rotation,

among the poor of her vafl eftates. She travelled in a horfe-litter, and often took

new and bad roads from caftle to caflle, in order to find out caufe of laying out money
among the indigent, by employing them in the repairs. The opulent alfo felt the

eSe£t of her generofity, for fhe never fufFered any vifitors to go away without a pre-

fent, ingenioufly conti'ived according to their quality. She often fate in perfon as

fherifFefs of the county of Weflmoreland ; at length died at the age of 86, in 1676,
and was interred at Appleby. Her great pofTefTions devolved to John earl of Thanef,
who married Margaret, her ddeft daughter by the earl of Dorfet.
" Here are four heads of this illuflrious countefs, in the ftates of childhood, youth,

middle, and old age."

Mr. Pennant fays, that the pidure flievvn as that of Fair Rofamond, is fifliitious.

Lord Thanet is availing himfelf of a rock of limeflone at the back of the caftle, but
at the expence of the trees there. A cut is made from it to the navigable canal, which
runs clofe by the town, and the ftone is put into boats at once.

On the fteeple of the church is an infcription, fignifying that it was repaired by
lady Cliftbrd, countefs of Pembroke, in 1655, after it had been ruined in the civil

wars. In the church ai-e infcriptions on plain ftones, in memory of the three firfl

earls of Cumberland.
Near this place are fome fulphur-wells ; one called Broughton-Spaw, in the road

between Skipton and Coin ; another about a mile off, called Crickle-Spaw } and two
at Skipton, called the Old and New Wells*.

From Skipton afcend along, fteephill, called Romaldfmoor, at the defcent of which
again meet with the Wharfe, now confiderably enlarged, which runs near the road the

reft of the way to Otley. On the oppofue fide is a very handfome houfe of fir James
Ibbetfon, not quite finifhed. Pafs alfo an old feat of the ancient family of Vavalbr.

At Otley is a bridge of five arches over the river, fo narrow, that two carriages can-
not pafs, but it is widening. From it is feen a new-built feat of Mr. Fawkes, called

Farnley-hall, at no great diftance.

At the end of the town, going to Leeds, is a hill called the Chevin, (which is a
Britifh. word, fignifying the ridge of a mountain) as deep and long as that from Skipton,

* Short, p. 300, 3CI.

but
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but prefenting a very difFerent view ; that looks down on a meagre valley, this affords

one of the moil beautiful profpefts that is any where to be feen, or that imagination

can form an idea of. The hill itfelf is healthy and bare, rifmg on the right hand high

over the road, and is rough with rude maffes of ftone, but below is a wide and rich

vale, extending many miles, the river Wharfe meaudring through it, and Ihewing it-

felf in a broad llream in various and long reaches. The town of Otley, fir James

Ibbetfon's, fir Vavafor's, Mr. Fawkes's, and other feats, are difperfed in it

;

the hedge-rows are ornamented with trees, the inclofures are corn-fields, or verdant

meadows. The dark mountains about Skipton are feen behind ; oppofite, and towards

the right, the hills about Knarefborough and Harrowgate fliew their tops. An ex-

ceeding fine day enlivened the fcene, and it was with reluftancethat I took my leave of it.

The approach to Leeds, on this, as on the other fide, is marked with the villas of

the opulent inhabitants.

A few miles from Leeds is Temple Newfome, the feat of lord Irwin, whofe an-

ceftor, fir Arthur Ingram, purchafed it about the end of the reign of Henry VIII. of

Matthew, earl of Lenox, father of the unhappy lord Darnley, who was born here.

Sir Arthur built the prefent houfe, in which there is a capital colleftion of piftures.

About fix miles from Pomfret is Medley, the feat of fir John Savil, earl of Mexbo-
rough, (an Irifli title) laid to be fitted up in fo rich and elegant a manner, as to be well

vorth feeing.

Fading through Barnfley again, turn off on the left to fee the marquis of Rocking-

ham's feat, called Wentworth Caflle. It may not be amifs to mention that there is no

inn at the place, fcarce an ale-houfe, but as it lies between Barnfley and Rotherham,

the traveller, who is apprized of it, will not find himfelf under any difficulty.

The houfe has a magnificent and extenfive fi-ont, 600 feet long, but it was placed by

the marquis's father in a moft unfortunate fituation, looking direftly on a large hill,

rifing immediately before it, which obflrufts the view of the water, and the moft beau-

tiful ground in the park. Much money has been expended in removing part of this

hill, but with little effefl:, and to remove the whole would cofl half as much as to re-

build the houfe. The ftables are alfo diredly before the windows, but thefe will be

pulled down, as the marquis has built a fine court of new ones, for 84 horfes, at a

little didance. The portico of the houfe is particularly elegant.

The hail is a very noble one, 60 feet fquare, 40 high, with a gallery 10 feet wide

running round the whole. This is fupported by 18 Ionic pillars, which are incrufting

with a pafle, called Scioli, cxadtly refembling marble. Above the gallery are 18

pilafters of the Corinthian order. There is a fuite of rooms to the right of the hall,

and another to the left, the latter not finiflied. The gallery at the end of

the houfe, is 1^0 feet by 18, and there are a great number of other apartments, but

few pictures. In one of the bed rooms is a curious cabinet of ivory, tortoifcfhell, and

ebony. The library has many books, but not in order, and there is a coUeQion of

medals, reputed a capital one. In the anti-room of the marquis's bed-chamber, in the

attic llory, is the famous pifture by Vandyke, of the carl of Stafford and his fecretary.

About a mile from the houfe is a plantation of fix acres, laid out in walks, in which

is a houle tor occafional entertainment. From hence an avenue leads to an amphi-

theatre, below which are ruins to reprefent an ancient religious houfe.

In the park'* there are many fine points of view ; but thefe things are trifles when
compared with the advantage which the public, as well as individuals, derive from

• An obelilk was erefted in 1780111 meiuorj' of the trial and acquittal of admiral Keppell.

hie
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his noble and fpirited improvements in hufbandry. He was at great expence, and

took infinite pains to remove long fubfifting errors and prejudices (no where more
deeply rooted than in the bofoms of farmers , and no where more prevalent than in

this country), but had the Huisfadion of feeing his endeavours crowned with fuccefs.

His draining of wet lands, his cultivation of turnips, and introduclion of the hoe,-

without which they were of little or no fervicc ; the new indruments which he brought

into ufe, and the improvement of the old ones, will bring him the mofi; lafting honour.

He fet the example on land which he took into his own hands ; and he had one farm

managed in the Kentifli hufl)andry, another in the Hertfordfliire, by men whom he

brought from thence, in order to form the better opinion on the merits of each, car-

ried on under his immediate infpection.

Proceed to Rotheram, famous for its iron works fo long ago as Leland's time ; they

were once gone to decay, but now flourifli as much as ever. Mr, Walker has a ma-
nufaflory here, in which every procefs is gone through, from the rough iron ftone,

to the polifhing the inftruments. The iron ore, and the coal with which it is worked,

are both dug near the town. They have alfo a pottery, and burn lime, fo that there

is plenty of employment for the inhabitants. In this town a college was founded by
Thomas Rotheram, archbifhop of York (who probably took his name from hence) in

the time of Edward IV. for the purpofe of teaching finging.

Near this town are the fine ruins of Roch Abbey.

From Rotheram ride by Kiveton, an old houfe of the duke of Leeds, which being

little inhabited does not make a cheerful appearance. The hall is 50 feet by 30, paint-

ed by fir James Thornhlll. There is a drawing-room 24 feet fquare, a dining-room 36
by 25, another drawing-room 25 feet fquare, a faloon 54 by 34, a veftibule 23 feet

fquare, and another drawing-room 33 by 31. Here are many piftures ; amongft the

portraits, there are in the anti-room, the earl of Worcefter by Holbein, the marquis
of Montrofe by Vandyke, the king and queen of Bohemia, and lord Cecil. In the

fecond drawing-room are the earls of Strafford and Derby, by Vandyke ; Erafmus and
fir Thomas More by Holbein. In one of the drelFrng-rooms is Philip II. of Spain by
Titian. In one of the bed-chambers Charles I. on horfeback, by Vandyke ; and in

another the duke of Florence and Machiavel. In the lad drawing-room is Alderman
Hewett, (lord mayor of London in the time of queen Elizabeth, whofe daughter and
heir married fir Edward Ofborne, anceftor of the duke,) the earl of Strafford and his

fecretary, and the earl of Arundell, by Vandyke.

This family was enobled in the perfon of fir Thomas Ofborne, created by Charles II.

baron of Kiveton, and earl of Danby. He was an acllve mlniiter of that king, very

unacceptable to the commons, who being dilappointed In their firfl: impeachment, pur-

fued him with a bill of attainder, on which he furrendered himfelf, and lay five years

in the Tower before he could obtain his liberty, though he was never brought to trial.

He took a confiderable part in the revolution, and was by king William created mar-

quis of Carmarthen, and duke of Leeds.

Ride through Kiveton-park, and by Mr. Hewett's at Shire-oaks, to Workfop, to-

which priory Shire-oaks was formerly a grange.

From hence to Mansfield the ride is through Workfop and Wcllbeck parks, the

feats of the dukes of Norfolk and Portland, which are feparated only by a imall com-
mon.

Workfop manor is about half a mile from the town, and was anciently the eftate of

the Lovetofts, or Luvetots, a great family, who in 3 Henry I. founded a priory here

for canons regular of the order of St. Augudin. In the. reign of Henry II. it paffed

by
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bv a daughter and heir to the Furnivals*, from whom it defcended in like mannor^

6'Richard II., to Thomas de Ncvillf. He left two daughters and coheirs, one of whom
married the great John Talbot, earl of Shrewibury (as mentioned at Sheffield) and

carried Worldbp into that family. Francis, earl of Shrewlbury, had the priory given

him on the diflblution, in exchange for other lands|. The manfion-houfe was rebuilt

with great magnificence by George earl of Shrew ftury. Gilbert, his fon and fuc-

ceilbr, died in 1616, leaving three daughters and coheirs, of whom Alethea married

Thomas earl of Arundell, (anceftor of the prefent duke of Norfolk) and brought bim
this, and the Sheffield eftate.

This nobleman was grandfon of the duke of Norfolk who loft his life by the jealoufy

of Elizabeth, rather than by any crime of his own, and by means of that attainder had

only the title of Arundell, which belonged to him in the right of his grandmother the

coheirefs of the Fitz-Alans. He made that noble colleclion of antique ftatues and mar-

bles, a part of which is now one great ornament of the univerfity of Oxford, being

prefented to it by his grandfon Henry. They were originally placed in Arundell-Houfe

in the Strand ; and when that houle was pulled down, fome of them were left there,

and were much damaged by the carelefsnefs of the workmen ; a great part of thefc

were purchafed in that condition by fir William Fermer, and fent to his feat at Eafton

Nefton in Northamptonfhire, where they continued till 1755, when the countefs of

Pomfret prefented them to the univerfity. Some of the broken fragments were begged

by one Cuper, an old fervant of the family, and carried by him acrofs the water to

the place called from him Cuper's Gardens, where they continued a confiderable timej

but being accidentally feen by Mr. Freeman, of Fawley Court, near Henley on Thames,

and Mr. Waller, of Beaconsfield, were purchafed by thofe gentlemen and carried to

their feats. Others of thefe remains were buried in the foundations of the houfes at

the bottom of Norfolk-ftreet, and in the gardens of Arundell-Houfe ; one of the fta-

tues was found in a cellar by Mr. Aillabie, and carried to his feat in Yorkfliire. Others

were carried by the duke of Norfolk to a piece of ground acrofs the water which he

got for that purpofe ; but being there neglefted, they were at length covered with rub-

bifli brought to raife the ground. About 17 12, in digging foundations for fome build-

ings intended to be eredted on the fpot, fome parts were dug up, and kid on the ground,

where the earl of Burlington heard of, and begged them. He tarried them to Chif-

wick, and one piece of bas-relief he placed in the pedeftal of an obelifk, which he

eredled there. Some years after this, lord Petre defired to make farther fearch aftei" .

what were fo buried, and found fix flatues without heads or arms, fome of a coloiTal

fize, the drapery of which was thought to be very fine ; thefe were fent to Workfop.

Befides thefe marbles, the earl had a curious colledion of cameo's and intaglio's,

which the dutchefs, who was divorced, and afterwards married to fir John Germain,

carried with her§. Thefe were, I think, fold at Mr. Langford's a few years ago, on

the death of lady Betty Germain. Another part of the colledion of curiofities was fold

at Staflord houle, near Buckingham Gate, in 1720.

The character which lord Clarendon gives of this noble earl, as if, though willing

to be thought a fcholar, he was in reality almofl illiterate, feems utterly improbable ;

and his lorclfliip gives a moft ill-natured turn, to what may more properly be called an

inflance of true magnanimity : on the acceflion of Charles, the earl (who was a pro-

teflant) had fpokcn very freely in the Houf'e of Peers of the favourite Buckingham, and

• Diigd. Par. V. i. p. 569. f Ibid, p, 301, 727. X ^l>"'' P- 333-

§ Howard's Anecdotes of the Howard Familj-.

was
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was by the king fent to the Tower without a charge of any crime, and kept there till

the houfe refenting it as a breach of their privilege, and refufing to proceed on any bu-

finefs till he was difcharged, compelled the king to releafe him, which he at laft did,

without giving even a hint of that " moH juft caufe" for which he pretended to detain

him. Lord Clarendon in giving his charafter, amongft other things fays, " that he

lived towards all favourites and great officers, without any kind of condefccnfion, a.d

rather fuft'ered himfelf to be ill-treated bv their power and authority, (for he was often

in difgrace, and once or twice prifoner in the Tower) than to defcend in making appli-

cation to them." But he might with much more propriety lave imputed this to the

high fpirit of a virtuous nobleman deriving dignity from the mod illuftrious defcent,

and juftly defpifing the Somerfets, Buckinghams, and other upftart minions of the

time ; and as to his imprifonment, hislordfhip might have faid, that confcious of his in-

tegrity, and of the flagrant violation in his perfon of the rights of the peers and of the

law, he fcorned to make any unbecoming fubmilTion to obtain that freedom of which he

had been fo arbitrarily deprived.

A few years ago the old manfion-houfe wis entirely burnt down, with all the furni-

ture and pidures. The late duke began a new one on a plan which would have made
it the mod magnificent palace in England, ifcompleated. The prefent building, which

is only one fide of an intended quadrangle, is not unworthy the refidence of the firft

peer in the kingdom. The front is of white (tone, extending more than 300 feet in

length, and is elegant and grand. In the centre is a portico, with fix Corinthian pillars

fupporting a pediment, on the points of which are three ftatues, and in the centre of

it an emblematical carving, rcfeiring to the great alliances of the family. A baluftrade,

adorned with urns, runs along the top of the houfe. This is to the north, and was

defigned for the back front ; in it are ten rooms below, and twelve above, with twenty-

fix in the attic ftory. In the fouth fide are two galleries, one ufed for breakfafting,

the other for a billiard-room. The grand drawing-room is 53 feet by 30, and is hung
with Gobelin tapeftry, reprefenting great variety of men, plants and animals of the

different quarters of the globe, well drawn, and of the moll lively and beautiful co-

lours. The dining-room is 42 by 28. The ftair-cafe is large and handfome, the iron

rails light, and the painting in frefco on the pannels is ftriking ; tlie figures are fo re-

lieved, that they perfeftly ftand out from the wall. • It is the performance of one Bruyn,

a Fleming.

The pidtures, which are here, were brought from other feats ; there is no catalogue

of them. The following are the chief

:

The earl of Arundel, and lady Alethea Talbot, his wife, fitting, and looking at a

globe. From this pi£lure a print has been engraved.

A whole length of this earl, fitting, pointing to his ftatues.

A whole length of the earl of Surry, 1546, ast. 29, in an embroidered waiflcoat

and Ihort breeches, a cloak on, a collar of the order of the garter, a garter on his leg,

a fhort fword with a gold hilt, a glove in his hand.

A half length of him in another room.

A good portrait of Charles I.

Cain and Abel.

A duke, with his fiaff as lord high treafurer, and another flaff as earl marflial.

Another in a robe faced vv'ith ermine.

A whole length of the earl of Nottingham, who commanded againfl; the Spanifli

Armada, in a long gown reaching to his heels.

VOL. II. 3 L The
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The late duke's father, who was loft at fea, a young man.

The late duke, by Reynolds, the colour (as ufual) gone.

Cardinal Howard, and feveral other family portraits.

Near the houfe is a flower-garden, in which is a large green-houfe, well filled with

exotics. The bowling-green is a very fpacious one, furrounded by moft beautiful

lofty firs, feathered to the very ground. At a fmall diftance is the pleafure-ground,

and an extenfive menagery, in which the late duchefs had a numerous collection of

birds.

In the fruit-garden are variety of hot-houfes and hot-walls, all new built by the late

duke.

The park is about eight miles round, with a noble boundary of wood.

The priory of Workfop was founded by William de Luvetot, with the confent of

Emme his wife, in 3 1 Henry I. for canons regular of the order of St. Auguftine*.

He, with his fon and grandfon, the lafl male of the Furnivals, Joane, wife of Thomas
Neville, herhufband and daughter, and John, grandfon of the firft earl of Shrewfbury,

are fome of the illuftrious perfons who have been buried in this churchf. On the dif-

folution it was valued at 302I. 6s. lod. oi- 239I. los. jd. clear| : and was granted in

33 Henry VIII. to Francis, earl of Shrewfbury (defcended from the founder). The
weft end of the priory church is now ufed as the parifti church, ftanding at a fmall diC-

tance from the town, on the eaft fide of it. It confifts of a nave and two fide allies,

the pillars, which are alternately round and octangular, fupporting circular arches, or-

namented with quatre-foils ; there are two rows of windows above them, placed alter-

nately, one over the arch, the other over the pillar. At the eaft end of the fouth

aifle is a tomb defaced, and three large ftatues in a recumbent pofture, two of them

men, one a women, brought from fome other place, now lying on the ground.

There is a very antique wooden cover to the font. The weft door has a circular

arch, and on each fide is a lofty fteeple. Some broken walls remain at the eaft

end of the church, but not in aftraight line with it. On the north fide, a few frag-

ments of walls have been converted into fmall houfes, fome of them joining to the

church. In the meadows below, many foundations were difcovered on re-building

the mill, about the year 1774. The gate-houfe remains; a room over it is

made ufc of for a fchool. Next the ftreet, on each fide the gateway, is a niche, the

ftatues gone ; on each fide of the window above is a large ftatue in a niche, and one

over it.

In 1547, the impropriation of this place (amongft others) was given to the fee of

Lincoln, in exchange for many manors conveyed by biftiop Holbech§.

The navigation from Chefterfield to the Trent, goes by the bottom of the town,

and has reduced the price of coals from 7d. or 8d. to 4df. per hundred.

On the weft fide of the town is a circular hill, inclofed with a trench, except on one

fide, where there is a fteep bank going down to a branch of the little river. This was

the'fite of the caftle, which was " clene down" in Leland's time||.

A vifit to Wellbeck abbey and Bolfover caftle, may be conveniently made from

hence, and will employ a day ; after which you may go from Workfop, through

Clumber Park, Thorefljy Park, and by RufFord to Nottingham ; or may go by
Wellbeck to Mansfield, and from thence by Newftead, (once the beautiful feat of

• Dugd. Mon. V. ii. p. Jj, 50. + Tlioroton's Nott. J Camden, v. i. p, 439.
6 WiUis's Cath. v. iii. p. 37. Il

Itia. v. i. p. 84.

lord
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lord Byron, but now defolated by him*) and by the late fir Cliarles Sedley's, to Not-
fingliam.

The ride to Wellbeck is through the duke of Norfolk's park, and part of tlie planta-

tions made by the late duchefs: a fmall common only parts it from the duke of Port-

land's.

This houfe was founded by Thomas le Flemman, in the reign of Henry II. for

canons of the Prpcmonitratenfian orderf, that is, the order of St. Auflin as reformed^

The abbot had the fuperiority of all the houfesof this order in EnglandJ. It was va-

lued at the dilfolution, at 298I. 4s. 8d. or 249I. 6s. 3d. clear§. It was granted, ort

the diirdution, to Richard Whalley|| ; but became afterwards the eftate of fir Charles

Cavcndifli, youngefl fon of fir William by the countefs of Shrewlbury ; he married

one of the daughters, and, at length, fole heir of lord Ogle ; which barony defcend-

ed to their fonWilliam, who was'alfo honoured with the titles of baron Cavendilh ofBol-

fover, vifcount Mansfield, earl, marquis, and at la(t duke, of Newcaifle. He was
author of the treatife on horfemanfhip, and built the riding houfe here, fince convert-

ed into a liable, now reftored to its original ufe. This gentleman took a mod active

part in favour of Charles I. and, perhaps, fuffercd more in his fortune by that means,

than any one befides, his loiles being computed at 941,3031. This was the only one
of his parks that was not ruined in the civil war ; and was faved by the good manage-
ment of the gallant fir Charles Cavendilh, the duke's younger brother^f. His grand-

fon dying without iffue, his grand-daughter Margaret, married to John Hollis, after-

wards created duke of Newcalfle, became heir to this eftate: fhe left only one child,

a daughter, who married Edward, afterwards earl of Oxford, whofe daughter and
heii- married William, duke of Portland, father of the prefent duke. Nothing of the

abbey remains in the prefent houfe, except fome arches in the cellar.

The hall is fitted up with Gothic arches, of plaifter or wood-work on the walls,

above which are painted in compartments, a number of manege horfes, in various atti-

tudes. From the hall you are fhewn a fuite of five bed-rooms, in one of which is a whole

length of Charles II. when very young, in armour. The dining-room is 59 feet by 36,
the ceiling coved : in this room are thepiflures of

Sir Hugh Middleton, the gentleman who ruined himfelf, and benefited the city of

London fo much, by bringing the new river to Iflington, to fupply it with water. He
has fhort grey hair, a ruff, turn-up lace ruffles.

An original of Thomas earl of Straiford, by Vandyke, a whole length.

Col, Digby, his lady, and two children.

William Cavendifli, firft dukeof Newcaftle, the faithful and adive friend of Charles

I. He is drefled in black, flafhed fleeves, a large fall-down lace ruff", a gold hiked

.

fword, the garter on his leg, black rofes in his fhoes.

Matthew Prior.

In the anti-room is a picture of Archbifhop Laud, in lawn fleeves, his hair

fhort.

* Newftead priory was built by Henry II. for canons of the order of St. AuguHin, and has been th^

feat cf the Byrons ever fince the dllTolution when it was given to fir John Byron, being valued at 2 19I. l8s.

8d. ori67l. 16s. i id. clear. The well front of the church is ftanding, with four turrets, and adjoins to

the houfe. The park was once finely wooded, but the prefent owner, in fpitc to his fon, has cut down
all the oaks. There is a good piece of water, with a cafcade ; but, ftripped of its furrounding grovts, iti

beauty is gone.

+ Dugd. Mon. V. il. p. 55S. f Burn's Eccl. Law, v, ii. p. jj.
§ Deering's Nott. p. 299. || Tboroton's Nott. p. ^150.

^ Collins's Hiftoricpl CoUeAions, p. 43.
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The drawing-room has feme French looking-glafles of great fize.

The breakfafl-room feems to have undergone no alteration fmce the houfe was built,

but the principal rooms have been fitted up by the prefent duke, who has alfo made
much alteration in the park. In one part of his defigns he has been unlucky ; he made
an extenfive lake, and threw over it a magnificent bridge of three arches, the centre

arch being a fpan of ninety feet, the two fide ones feventy-five each, but it fell down
almofl: as foon as completed, and has not been rebuilt.

The park is about eight miles round. In it are many noble old oaks, and the vene-

rable one called Greendale oak, (of which feveral prints have been publiflied) with a

road cut through it, is ftill to.be feen with one green branch. The rtumps ofthofe

branches which have been cut, or broken off, are guarded with leaden plates to prevent

the wet from getting in, and occafioning further decay. In another part of the park,

(nearer the gate which goes in from Workfop) is a remarkable tree, called the Seven

Sifters, from its confifting of feven ftems fpringing up from one root ; one of thefe,

however, is now broken off.

About three miles from hence is a place called Crefwell-crag, a place where the rocks

have been rent afunder in fome violent convulfion, which would appear ftriking before

thofe at Matlock, Middleton-dale, &c. have been fecn, but which exhibits only a mi-

niature pidure ofthofe moreiiiagnificent fcenes. On alking the way to it, one of the

duke's attendants took a horfe, and rode with us to it, by a road (rocky and bad) which

we fhould hardly have found without a guide. This was fuch a piece of civility as can-

not be mentioned without particular pleafure, nor fliould it be forgot that he refufed to

accept any gratuity.

Three miles further, through the village of Weft Elmdon, and by a very rough and

ftony road, came to the little town or village of Bolfover, at the end of which is a caf-

tle bearing the fame name, feated on the brink of a hill, overlooking a great extent of

country. This caftle was feized on by the barons, who rebelled againft King John,

and was taken from them by William Ferrers, carl of Derby, in the 1 6th of that king
;

and he being appointed governor, held it for fix years ; and in 1 9 Henry III. again

had the cuftody cf it* ; but Bryan de I'lfle, a fteady adherent of Henry, had been ap-

pointed governor of it twice in the mean whilef. On the death of the laft earl of Chef-

ter, without male iffue, Ada, wife of Henry de Haftings, one of his fifters, had this

manor as part of her allotment|. Leland fpeaks of the call la as being in ruins in his

time. The prefent building is nothing more than a houfe, as ill-contrived and incon-

venient as ever was formed. By the anns carved in ftone over the door, which are

thofe of Cavendifli, with a crefcent for difference, empaling Ogle, it is to be fuppofed,

that it was built by fir Charles Cavendifti, mentioned at Wellbeck, and defcended,

with that eftate, to the duke of Portland, the prefent owner; the outer court, in

which are ftables and offices, is large, and walled in ; within that is a fnialler, alfo

walled in and paved, in which ftands the houfe, built of brown ftone, fquare, and
lofty. A flight of fteps lead through a paffage into a hall, not large, the roof fupport-

ed by ftone pillars, and from thence into the only room defigncd for habitation on this

floor ; In the centre of it is a pillar fupporting an arched roof, in the manner of that at

Chrift Church in Oxford, but much lefs light. Round this pillar is a plain circular

table, ufed to dine on. Up ftairs is one room moderately large, and within it a very

fmall one, which, from an old tea-table, and a fet of old china ftanding on it, feems to

have been ufed as a drawing-room. In the large room are feveral coats of arms paint-

• Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 161. f Ibid. p. 7J7. t Ibid. p. 45.
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cJ ; Cavendidi empaling Ogle, and in diflerent places the latter is painted alone. The
reft of the rooms are very fmall, and not numerous. The floors of all are plaifter.

From the windows in general, the profpefls ot the country are rich and extenfivc, reach-

ing flill farther from the leads on the top of the houfc. Beneath, at a fmall diftance,

lies Sutton, with its park, the feat of the late Mr. Clarke ; f irther off the lotty towers

of I lard wick are feen amongft the woods.

What was wanting in thefe rooms feems to have been fupplied by a range of
building, which is now ruined, (landing on a noble terrace, commanding a mag-
nificent pi-ofpect in its full extent ; the fide walls and the floor of the apartments,

which were entered from the terrace by a grand flight of fteps, are all that remain,

the roof having been taken off long ago. It is faid thefe rooms were fitted up for

the reception of Charles I. who, having vifited the earl ofNewcaftle (as he was
then called) at Welbeck, in his progrefs into Scotland in 1633, was fo well pleafed

with the magnificent entertainment he met with, that a year or two afterwards he
made him a feccnd vifit with his queen ; on this occafion he gave up Bolfover for

their majefiies' lodging, and fpared neither indufiry nor cofl to add fplendor to the

entertainment, which cofl: him above 14, cool. Ben Johnfon was employed in fit-

ting fuch fcenes and fpecches as were proper on the occafion, and all the gentry in

the country were fent for to wait on their majefl;ies. This place was feized by the

parliament after the duke went abroad, and was fold and begun to be pulled down,
but was then bought by fir Charles, the duke's younger brother, and fo reflored to

the family*.

In the church is a noble monument in memory of the firft fir Charles Cavendifli,

fet up by his widow, (the daughter of lord Ogle) and his two furviving fons. On the

fouth fide of the church is an additional building as a burial-place for the family, on the

battlement of which is cut in capital letters the motto of the family, CAVENDO TUTUS.
On one fide are the Cavendifli arms, on the other thofe of Ogle. Others of the family

are buiied in it. This church was given by William Ferrers, earl of Derby, in ;i,6 Hen.
III. to the canons of Derby (near Derby "t*

Return to Workfop, and take the road to Clumber-park, the feat of the duke of

Newcafile ; it is a creation of his own, begun little more than twenty years ago, be-

ing originally a rabbit-warren. It is now a park of near thirteen miles round, filled

with many and large thriving plantations, and having a very good houfe, moft elegant-

ly fitted up and furnifhed. The front is of white (tone, brought from a quarry on his

grace's eflate about five miles off. The offices are in a very fpacious court on the left

of the houfe.

In the common drawing room, is a large and very fine pidure by Teniers,

fome moft beautiful female heads, in crayons, by Hoare, and a piece of game by

Rubens.

In the great drawing-room, is a mofl: capital pifture of Rembrandt by himfelf; a

lion and boar by Rubens; and other good pidures.

In the common dining-room, are two fine heads by Rubens ; the Kit»cat club, and the

Prodigal Son, by Domenichino.

The library is a large fine room, furniflied with a great number of books in fplendid

bindings.. From a fmall anti-room belonging to it you go into the drefljng.room to

the ftate-room, in which is a portrait of the late Mr. Henry Pelham, in his gown, as

chancellor of the exchequer ; the late lord Lincoln (his grace's eldell fon) a whole-

• Colb'nj's CoUedions, p. 22, 24, 26. f Dugd. Bar. v. i. p. 262.
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lent^th by Hoare ; the hte duke's father and mother ; the prefent duke's father and

mother; the late and prefent duke.

The ftate bed-room was ndt completed.

In the breakfaft-room is a portrait of the firft earl of Lincoln.

The great dining-room is a noble one, looking to the water and the bridge ; in it

are four large and moll capital pieces of game by Snyders, with figures by Rubens,

who in one of them has introduced himfelf and two of his wives. Over the chimney

is a piece of game, by Wenix*.

Crofs the bridge, and through another part of the park to Thorefby, the late duke of

Kingflon's, which is very near to it.

This is rather a comfortable houfe than a magnificent feat. The entrance is in the

tafement llojy into a hall, adjoining to which are a breakfafl-room, a dining-room, and

drawing-room. A pair of flone flairs leads out of the hall to the next ftqry ; at the top

of the firll flight they divide into two, and lead into a circular room lighted by a large

flcv-light in the roof, and having a gallery which runs round it at the height of feet,

in which are the doors of the bed-rooms. The fides of this room are of the fame com-

pofition as is vifed in the hall at lord Rockingham's, refembling yellow marble ; on the

fides are pillars and pilaflers, moftly white, but fome refembling verd antique. The
floor is of the fame compofition. Out of this room you go into a large drawing-room

hung with piftures, prints, and drawings ; on the right is a fmall library, on the

left a very elegant drawing-room. The duchefs made fome gardens with covered

arbors, in the German talle. There are fome pieces of water near the houfe, on one

of which is a large veflel for failing. We were told that the park is thirteen

miles round. «

At Palethorp, adjoining to the park, is a good Inn, and three miles farther is the little

town of Ollerton, with a good inn in it.

From Ollerton it is two miles to Rufford, a large -old feat of fir George Saville, the

approach to which is through the avenues of large limes, beeches, &c. Here was an

abbey of the Ciftercian order, founded by Gilbert, earl of Lincoln, in 1148. On the

diffolution the houfe and fite, with about 1 000 acres of land, three water-mills, and the

fifhery, were granted to George, earl of Shrewftury. The clear value was then

246I. 15s. 5d. Dugdale's valuation is 176I. 12s. 6d. Speed's, 254I. 6s. 8d. Sir

George Saville married Mary, daughter of George earl of Shrew(bury, grandfon of

that earl to whom it .was granted. King James and Charles the Firft ufed to come
hither in order to hunt in the foreft of Shirewoodf.

From a large hall you go into a handfome dining-room, and on the fame floor is a

drawing-room, a billiard-room, and a bed-room. In the billiard-room is a pifture of

Buckhorfe, the poor wretch who fome years ago was fo well known for his readinefs

to engage in a boxing-match, in which he would often come off conqueror in the end,

by fuffering his antagonift to beat him till he had exhaufted his ftrength, after which he

-would beat him in his turn.

Up ftairs is a gallery, 38 yards long and 12 broad, in which are many valuable

portraits.

Lord and lady Coventry.

A portrait of a young man, with the following infcription round the frame ;
" Le

feigneur H. D. pardit Ion vie naturell en fervice du Prince a Seintquenten avecque

• I Jo not recoUeft whether the famous pidure of Sigifmiinda, fold in fir Luke Schaub's {ale for up-

wards of 40oi. is at this houfe. It, however, belongs to the duke, and is not Itfs remarkable for its ori-

ginal merit, than for Hogarth's attempt to rival it.

f Tlioroton's Nott, p. 4,33.
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honour & I'amour du foldaux and du monde." There are fmaller letters by the

fide of the head, of which I could only difcover fo much as that he was 20 and an half
.

years old.

Sir George Saville, grandfather of the prefent.

Earl of Halifax with his two wives, and firft wife's father.

The earl's father, in a buff coat and iron breaft plate, with long lank hair, his wife and

four daughters.

Gilbert, earl of Shrewfbury, a whole length, his face frefii-coloured, fmall black

whifkers ; he has on a black cloak over a grey habit, fliort trunk hofe, a blue ribband

hanging round his neck down on his breaft, a George pendant thereon, a fhort filver-

hilted fword.

Dutchefs of Northumberland.

George, earl of Shrewfbury, a whole length, his beard rather long and inclined to

grey, a black cloak laced with gold, and faced with a broad white border, black cloafhs,

fhort trunk hofe, puckered rufHes, a ruff round his neck, a fhort gold-hiked fword,

the garter on his left leg, a glove in his right hand -

Sir Henry Sidney (a three-quai'ter piece) with black whifkers and beard, a flern

look.

Duke of Northumberland.

Over this is Robert earl of Eflex.

Over the door king Edward the Vlth.

In a fmall room is a fettee and fome chairs worked by an aunt of fir George fron>

prints of the Harlot's Progrefs, fome of them well copied.

In the attic ftory are a very great number of bed-rooms. In one of them is a good
portrait of a youth reading ; in another a head of Jedediah Buxton.

In another is a pidlure of Anna Bullen on wood ; but fhe does not appear fo

handfome here as Holbein has made her in one which is preferved at Lofely, in

Surrey.

From Ollerton the ride is over the forefl to Nottingham; but beyond Rufford, fir

George Saville has made many large plantations of trees. Further on, a confiderable

traft has been inclefed, and is now under the plough, but the foil is a very poor fand,

bearing however tolerable barley.

Four miles before coming to Nottingham is the little village of Red-hill.

Nottingham is a fair, well-built, populous town. Here was formerly a flronjr

caftle, in which the Danes, in the time of the Heptarchy, held out a fiege againft

Buthred king of Mercia, Alfred and Ethelred his brother, kings of the Weft
Saxons.

Soon after the Conqueft, William either repaired this fortrefs, or built a new one oa
the fame fpot, in the fecond year of his reign, probably to fecure a retreat on his Expe-

dition againfl Edwyn earl of Chefter, and Morcar earl of Northumberland, who had re-

volted. He committed the cuftody of it to William Peverell, his natural fon, who has

by fome been confidered as the founder. It flands on a fteep rock, at the foot of which

runs the river Leen.

It has been mentioned before, that Peverell had a grant of the Peke in Derbyfliire,

which is now included in the honour of Peverell ; courts for that honour are held at

Befsford, two miles from Nottingham, in which caufes, as far as the value of 50I. are

tried twice in the year before the deputy of lord Middleton, who is high fleward, and in

whofe name writs are ilTued. At Befsford is the gaol ; the keeper has a bowling-green,

which is frequented by the gentlemen of Nottingham, and his prifoners are permitted

to
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to wait on them, fo that their confinement is not very rigorous. They are here iatitled

fo their p^oats, as in the courts of Weftminfter-hall.

Edward IV. greatly enlarged the caflle, but did not live to complete the buildings

he be^un, which were finifhed by Kichard III. It went to decay in the time of Henry
VII. aad VIII.

Deering, in his hiftory of Nottingham, feems to explode veryjuflily the flory of the

place called Mortimer's Hole having been made as a hiding place for him, and frojn his

defcription of it fhews that it was meant as a private paflage to the caftle, to relieve it

with men or provifions in a fiege. It is one continued flair-cafe or defcent, from the

caflle to the foot of the hill, without any room or even a place to fit down on, but with

holes cut to let in light or flioot arrows from, which now furnifh views of the town and
country. It was formerly guarded by feven gates in it, placed at different diflances*.

It was by this palTage that Edward III. got into the caflle and furprized Mortimer and

the queen, and from his being carried away through it, it has its name.

It was granted by James I. to Francis earl of Rutland, who pulled down many of the

buildings ; but it was flill of fo much flrength, that Charles I. in 1 642 pitched on it as

the place for beginning his operations of war. He fet up his flandard firft on the walls

of the caflle, but in two or three days removed it to a clofe on the north fide of the

caflle without the wall, rri a round fpot, after which it was for many years called Stand-

ard Clofe, and fince, from the name of one who rented it, Nevils Clofe. Where the

flandard was fixed, there flood a pofl for a confiderable time. It is a common error,

that it was ereded on a plafce called Derry Mount, a little farther north than the clofe

jufl mentioned ; this is an artificial hill raifed on purpofe for a windmill, which formerly

was theref. The caflle was afterwards fequeftered by the parliament, and the trees in

the park cut down.

This caflle was fo flrong that it was never taken by florm. After the civil war,

Cromwell ordered it to be demoliflied. On the refloration, the duke of Buckingham,
whofe mother was daughter and heir of this Francis earl of Rutland, had it reflored to

him, and fold it to William Cavendifh duke of Newcaflle. In 1674 he began the pre-

fent building, but died in 1676, when the work was not far advanced. However he

had the building of it fo much at heart, that he left the revenue of a confiderable eflate

to be applied to that purpofe, and it was finifhed by Henry his fon. The expence was
about i4,oocl. His (latue on horfeback in white marble, is in the centre of the front,

which looks towards the town ; it is carved out of a fingle block of flone brought from
Donnington in Leiceflerfhire, and was the work of one Wilfon, who married lady Put-

fey, a lady pofTelTed of a confiderable jointure ; fhe got him knighted, and during her

life he was fpoiled for an artifl, but not having made provifion againfl her death, when
fhe died he wa«; forced to return to his former occupation^.

This Henry had one fon, who dying without iflue, the eflate came to John Holies

fourth earl of Clare, who married one of his daughters, and was created by king Wil-
liam duke of Newcaflle ; he having no iffue male, fettled it on his nephew Thomas
Lord Pelham (Ion of his youngcft filler"). This gentleman took a molt zealous and
a6live part in favour of the prefent royal family, by whom he was held in the highefl

efleem. He was created duke of Newcaflle upcm Tyne by George I, and of Newcaf-
lle under Line, with remainder to his nephew Henry carl of Lincoln, by his prefent

majefly, who was fo fenfible of his ferviccs that when he was difmiffed from his places

• Decr'ng's Nottingham, p. 171, ]7j, f IbiJ. p, 177.

X Ibid. p. iSC, ib7.

he
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he was offered a large penfion, but with a truly noble Tpirit he refufed it ; though iu.

ftead of amafTing wealth by means of his great employments, he had fpcnt a princely

fortune in fupportiiig the iutereft; of the crown, and by living In fo fplendid a manner
as to do honour to the places he held. He alfo died without iflue, and fettled this

eflate on his nephew Henry earl of Lincoln, now duke of Newcaftle, the prefent

owner.

In the park, weft of the cafUe, and facing the river Leen, are fome remains of an
ancient building (if it may be lb called) cut and framed in the rock. Dr. Stukeley

gives it, as he does moll things, to the Britons. Many other ancient excavations have
been found in other parts of the rocks.

The frames for knitting (lockings were invented I"y one William Lea, of this county,

about the beginning of the lalt century ; but he not meeting with the encouragement
he expefted (a cafe too common with the firll inventors of the moft ufeful arts) went
with feveral of his workmen to France on the invitation of Henry IV. The death of
that king, and the troubles which enfued, prevented attention being given to the work ;

Lea died there, and moft of his men returned to England. Other attempts were m^de
to fteal the trade, without better fuccefs* ; and it has flouriftied here ever fince, and is

now carried on to a very great extent.

At this town the duke of Devonftiire, who had a few days before declared at Derby
for a free parliament, the earl of Stamford, lord Howe, lord Delamere (afterwards

earl of Warrington) and many other gentlemen, had a meeting on the landing of the

prince of Orange, and here took their final refolution ofjoining him.

About two miles off is Clifton, the feat of a very ancient family of the fame name,
which hasreiided here many hundred years. The approach is through a long avenue,

one fide of which is planted on a fteep bank, at the foot of w hich runs the Trent.

The W'hole flopc is covered with fir and elm, which were planted there about the year

1740, being then large ones, as the gardener who aftiiled in planting, told us. The
prefent fir Gervafe had begun to modemife his houfe, but broke off on the fiidden death

of his lady, which happened about three years ago. The gardens were on the fide of

a hill rifing above the houfe, and confifted of many Hopes, one above another, af-

cended by -flights of (tone (leps, and had many yew hedges ; at the top was a large

bowling-green, beyond that is a walk through a wood, leading to a fummer-houfe,

which looks ovei- the river Trent in the valley below, and commands the diftant

country.

One of the alterations in the houfe will be a very pleafing one ; the room defigned

for lady Clifton's dreffmg-room is to the fouth, opening on the right and left of a

bow-window into a green-houfe. This is making a green-houfe of fome ufe ; it is

very common to fee it placed at fuch a diftance from the houfe as to be feldom vifited,

efpecially at that time of the year when it would be moft pleafant, from the want of

verdure and warmth elfewhere. When the trees have loft their leaves, the ground is

covered with fnow, and nature feems retired within itlelf, can any thing be more agree-

able than to ftep from a parlour at once into the miJft of a verdant grove, and the

gentle warmth of fummer ? This is, in fome degree, to realize a Perfian tale
; yet few

have availed themfelves of the idea.

There are fome monuments in the church for the famil)'.

From Nottingham it is near three miles in the Derby road to Wollaton-hall, the feat

of lord Middleton, which ftands on a knoll, and makes a magnificent appearance at

• Deering's Nottingham, p. 303.
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confiderable diftances. It is fquare, with a fquare tower at each corner, adorned with

pinnacles. The body of the houfe is a lofty fingle room, rifing high above the reft,

and having a roiind tower or pavilion at each corner, rifing above the whole, but

rounded off at the bottoms. The views through feveral vifta's in the woods below are

fine. So far may be feen, but ftrangers are not permitted to fee the infide, even when

the family is abfent ; a piece of pride or gloomy inhofpitality, which for tlie credit of

our country is rare. This houfe was built by hr Francis Willoughby in the time of

queen Elizabeth.

Goby Bradmore and Bunny to Loughborough, and fo to Leicefter.

At Bradmore the fpire of the church rem.ains, but the body has been down fome

years, and the inhabitants go to the neighbouring church of Bunny, or Boney, where

fir Thomas Parkyns has a feat, in the front of which is an old gateway in decay, built

in a particular and heavy ftile. This family have been liberal bencfadors to the poor

:

by the church-yard gate is a fchool, built by a fir Thomas Parkyns about the year 1 700,

and four rooms at the end for four widows. Lady Ann Parkyns endowed it with. 16!.

a year, to which fir Thomas added 5I. a year. In the church is a monument for that

lady, mentioning her virtues and charities, and her having procured queen Anne's

bounty for the vicarage. There is alfo a monument for fir Thomas, her fon, who is

reprefented {landing in a pofture for wreftling, and in another part he appears thrown

by Time, with the following lines written by Dr. Freind.

Quem modo ftravift! longo in certamiiie, tempus,

Hie recubat Britomim clarus in orbe pngil.

Jatr primuin ibatus
;
prxttr tevicerat omiies

;

De te etiam viflor, qiiando refiugel, eiit.

The infcription underneath takes notice of his wife's fortune, and the eflates he pur-

chafed ; that he rebuilt his farm-houfes, was fl<illcd in architefture and medicine, and

that he wrote a book on wrefthng, called The Cornifli Hug Wreftler.

This gentleman was remarkable for his (kill in that exercife ; he trained many of his

fervants and neighbours to it, and whenthofe manly (though now thought unpolilhed)

diverfions were in falhion, he exhibited his pupils in public with no fmall eclat. By
his will he has left a guinea to be wreftled for here every Midfummer-day, and money

to the ringers, ofwhom he alfo made one. He difplayed his learning in feveral curious

infcriptions ; over a feat by the road fide. Hie fcdcas Viatorfi tu defcjfus es ambulando.

The honour of a vifit from a judge on the circuit, was commemorated at the horfe-

block by Hinc Jujliciarius Dorwcr cqiium afccnderefolehat.

In the church is a monument, with the date of 1603, for Richard Parkyns, efq. his

wife, four fons, and four daughters.

About a mile before Loughborough is Cotes, an old houfe, once the feat of a gen-

tleman who was ruined by his loyalty in the civil war, and the lafl of whofe family died

fome years ago in a work-houfe. Alderman Pack of London, an Oliverian, bought

it, and it now belongs to his dcfccndant, whofe houfe is a few miles oft". On the reite-

ration the alderman was in fome danger, but Charles borrowed io,oool. of him, and

intimated that if he valued his fafcty he would not allv for re-payment. He took the

hint ; the king kept the money, and he his lite.

I'Vom Leiceller to Market Harborough is little that is to be noticed. Sir George

Robinfon's feat is at a finall diflance on the right. Harborough Hands in the extremity

of the county. The church here is fuppofed to have been built by John of Gaunt,

duke of Lancufter, about the year 1370, by injundion of the pope, as part of his

\
.

penance
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penance for maintaining a criminal converfation with Catherine Swinford, afterwards
his third wife. From the ground to the crofs ftone which finiflies the fleepl?, is 154
feet*.

In this neighbourhood is the celebrated water of Nevil Holt.

On leaving this town you enter Northamptondiire, and pafa the feats of Mr. Han-
bury at Kelmarfh, Mr. Scawon at Maidwell, fir Juflinian Hham at Lamport, Mr.
Rainsforth at Brixworthi , the earl of Strafford at Boughton, and Mr. Freemore's near
Northampton.

Northampton (lands on a gentle afcent, at the foot of which runs the river Nene
which is navigable. It has been fuppofed, that the Roman ftaiion of Eltanori, was
here or hereabouts. Their coins have been taken up near Queen's crofs. In Salcey
forell an ancient paved road has been found ; and Lathbury, a mile fhort of Newport
Pagnel, is conjedured to have been Leftocetum, another of their ftations|.

Northampi-m has been the fcene of many notable aftions, in thofe times in wliich

the power of the barons was little inferior to that of the kings. Parliaments were fre-

quently held here till the time of Richard II. early in whofe reign they were difcon-
tinucd. This place was a favourite feat of the clergy, who had many religious houfes
in it, and in the reign of Henry III. an attempt was made to remove the univerfity

from Oxford hither ; but the fcholars taking a very aftive part with the barons againfl:

the king, he fent them back to Oxford. A like attempt was made at a tranfplantation

from Cambridge, but the defign was foon given up§. That king granted the farm to

the inhabitants of the town in the nth year of his reign, referving a rent of 120I. a
year. Edward III. granted 661. 13s. 46. part of this, to his free chapel of Windfor,
to be paid by the bailifls of the town. Henry VIII. foon after his acceffion, releafed

22I. a year further part of it||. The caftle was built by Simon St. Liz, earl of North-
ampton, in 1084^, the river running at the foot of it on the weft fide; mofl: of what
remained of it was palled down, with the walls and gates of the town, foon after the
refloration ; a fmall part of the outer walls ftill ferves as a fence to the area of the
caftle, now a field. In the meadows near the monaftery of Delapre, was foui^ht one
of the bloody battles between Henry VI. and the earl of Wai-wick, in which the king
was defeated with great flaughter. It was garrifoned by the parliament againlt Charles 1.

Tradition fays, that the wide ditch on the northern fide of the town, which was
fcoured out and widened by them, was originally made for a defence againfl the Danes,
who, however, fixed themfelves here, and made many incurfions into the neighbour-
hood. Hunfborough, a military work a mile fouth of the town, was raifed by them.
The figure is rather oval than circular, with a fingle ditch, and double bank, inclofing

about an acre of ground, the ditch 1 2 feet wide, the entrance on the fouth. It is on a

high hill, commanding the country a great way j the form agrees with others incon-
teflably Danifli**.

In 1075 almofl: the whole town was deflroyed by fire, but afterwards rebuilt in a
handfome manner, for which purpofe large coUeftions were made, and the king gave
1000 ton of timber towards the church of All Saints ; and to the town, feven years of

its chimney money. This was much owing to the generofity of James Compton, earl

* Gent Mag. 1-/6^, -p 283,

t A Pi^roid is an ancient entrencliment called Barrow-Dyke; and near tbe town a tumulus, called

Lo^^man'shill —Morton, p. 54'*.

t i.^orton's Nat. Hill of NorthamptonnVire, p. 503, 504.

§ Bridge's Hlllory of Notthamptonfhire, p. 425. |i
Harlclan MS. J503, fo. to?.

51 Dugd. Bar. v. i p. 5S. ** Morton, p. 536, 538.
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of Northampton, who interefled himfelf warmly in it, though the town had Httle

reaibn to expeft fo much, having ufed his family very ill in the civil wars. The weft

front of the church of All Saints fs adorned with a portico, having a fiat roof, fup-

ported bv 12 Ionic pillars, over which is a baluflrade, and in the centre a ftatue of

Charles 11. An infcription underneath commemorates his bounty.

The churches of St. Peter, St. Sepulchre, and St. Giles, arc of great antiquity,

efpecially the former, which indeed is very deferving of notice, but is fo much out of

the way, that unlefs apprized of it a traveller may be many times at Northampton

without feeing it. Itftandsat the end of the wed Itreet, oppofite thecaflle, andfeems

to be a perfect remain of the Saxon building. On going into the church-yard, the

body is feen higher than the north aile, a row of fmall circular arches appearing on

the outfide of it worked into the wall, the whole length from eafl to well. At the

weft end is a tower, at each corner of which three round pillars joined together in three

ftories, diminiflnng as they rife, form a butlrefs ; over the door is a large circular arch,

and over that other arches filled with tracery work in the ftone, one above another;

The infide confifts of a nave and two fide ailes, each fide of the nave having eight cir-

cular arches adorned with zig-zag work. Some of the pillars which fupport the arches

are plain, the alternate ones are furrounded with a band about th; middle of them.

At the weft end of the nave is a large circular arch, with feveral circles of zig-zag

over it.

The church of the Holy Sepulchre is on the north fide of the town, on the Har-

borough roaJ, and was probably built by the knights templai"s after the model of that

at Jerufalem. The body is circular, the roof fupported by eight maffy pillars ; it

feems that this was the original building, and that the eaft and weft ends have been,

added fince.

St. Giles's church ftanding at the eaft end of the town, has a circular zig-zag arch

over the weft door.

The cellar of the county hofpital was originally a fubterraneous chapel*.

On the wall of a houfe at a wharf called Thaves Wharf, are four figures of men
fighting, two and two, carved in the ftone; one has a fword, another a knotted

club.

A little on the eaft of the town a medicinal well was found in 1703, which was
very ferviccable in the ftone; it rifes at the foot of the hill, in a ftratum of clay,

with fome vitriolic pyritie inclofed in it, and is a little lighter than the Aftrop

waterf.

In the field on the eaft of the town, an excellent tobacco-pipe clay has been dug in

large quantities ; whether it is now exhaufted 1 do not know. It did not lie in one
continued ftratum, but in feparate parcels^.

A large manufadure of fliocs, and another of ftockings, have been long carried on
here. The inhabitauts are numerous, and, unhappily, every freeman, refident or not,

and every refident, free or not, has a vote in the ele<Stion of members of parliament for

the town; theirnumbcrs and their infamous venality in 176'':, will belong remembered
and feverely felt by fome noble families in the neighbourhood.

A few years ago the town was entirely new paved, in a very handfome manner, at an
cxpcnce of tfn thoufand pounds.

Mr. Bouverie has a handfome houfe and park in the meadows on the louth of the

town, and has made confiderable plantations, reaching up to the Queen's Crofs.

* Gough'9 Topography, v. ii- p. 40. f Morton, p. 279, 2?4. l Ibid. p. 70.

Six
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Six miles ofi'is Caftle Afliby, the feat of the ancient family of the Comptons, earls of
Northampton. It is a hirge ftrufture, furroimding a haiidfome fquare court, with u

beautiful ikrccn, tlie work of Inigo Jones, bounding one fide. Mr Pennant difco-

vcred in a garret, thrown by as kimber, tlie original portraits of tlie great John I'albot

earl of SInvwJhury (fo dillinguifhed in the wars in France in the lime of Ifenry VI.)

and of Margaret his wife'*.

About five miles to the weft of the town is Althrop, an old feat of the Spencers (now
earls) built in the fliape of an half H. It flands low, and in the approach ^^ u go
through, and acrofs, thofe (Iraight avenues of tret-s, which were once deemed the lines

of beauty. The rooms are not large, except the library and gallery, the latter of

which is 138 feet by 20. In this is acolledion of portraits, hardly perhaps exceeded

by any in the kingdom, not only in point of number, but of heauiy. I'he famous
beauties of Hampton Couri are far fhort of thofe which the pencils of CorncHus John-

fon, Vandyke, Lely, Kneller, kc, have placed here A fmall piece of Henry VIII.

by Holbein (in this gallery), a fmall round portrait of that mailer by himfelf (in the

pidure clofet) and a boy blowing a lighted brand, are reckoned of very great value.

Here is the head of fir Kenelm Uigby, by Cornelius Johnfon. A few years ago part of

the roof fell in, and did much damage to the houfe. la one of the rooms is a table

for play, which feems to be the original of the E. O. tables.

Not far oft' is Holdenby-houfe (a fi,ij;ht of which is catched from the Welford road)

built in the reign of Eliza-: eth by fir Chriltopher Hatton, dcfcendcd from an heirefs

of the ancient family of Holdenby. It was a work worihy of that great man. It was
for a time the prifon of Charles I. and is now in ruins.

In the road from Northampton to London, on the hill about a mile from the town
ftands one of the erodes built by Eward. I. in memory of his queen, and nou' in good
prefervation She died at Herdby, near Lincoln, on a journey which (he was making
with him to Scotland ; and in every place where her body was relied in its conveyance
for interment, he erefted acrofs. It was repaired in 1713, and again in 1760. It

is divided into three ftories ; the two firfl are octagonal, the lirn: 14, the fecond 12

feet high. In every other fide of the fecond, within a nich, is a female figure, crown-

ed, about fix feet high, with canopies over their heads, fupported by two Gothic
pillars, which are furmounted with pinnacles. The upper flory is eight feet high,

and has only four fides, on each of which is a dial. On the top is a crofs. On the

weftera fide of the lower ftory are the arms of Great Britain, with queen Ann's motto,

Scmp'r eadem.

A little beyond this the road divides ; the direft one goes by Stony Stratford, the

left by Newport-Pagnell. Taking the latter, pafs by Horton. a feat of the late earl

of Halifax, fince his death bought by fir Robert Cunning. In the church is a fine

monument of William lord Parr, uncle to Catherine, the lad queen of Henry VIII.

and of his lady, a Salufbury, by whom he got this elf ate. One of their daughters

married a Lane, and carried it into that family, from which it pafied to the Moun-
tagues.

After paiTmg through the village of Stoke-Goldington, on the right is an excellent

houfe called Goathurlt, belonging to Mr. V/right, whofe anceftor (a fon of fir Na-
than, lord keeper in the end of the reign of kin^; William and beginning of queen
Anne) purchafed it in 1704 of the heirs of the Digbys. Sir Everard Digby became
owner of it by marriage with the heirefs of Mulfliu ; his fhare in the Gunpowder-plot,

• Journey from Chefter, p. 310,311.
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and ignominious end, are well known ; but he had fettled this edate fo that it defcended

to his fon fir Kenelm, fo juftly celebrated for his learning and other qualifications^

There are feveral portraits of the Digbys and others, and two brafs bulls of Venctla, the

wife of fir Kenelm. The father of the prefent owner removed a village which fur-

rounded it to a little diftance. The church was neatly rebuilt under the will of the

Mr. Wright, who purchafed the eftate*. There is a monument in it for the lord

keeper, who was buried at his feat at Caldecot, near Alherllone, where a monument
remains, but his body was afterwards removed hither.

On the other fide the river Oufe, which waters the valley, is Tyringham, the old

feat of a very old family of that name, which paffed by a daughter, towards the latter

end of the laft century, to Mr. Backwell, whofe defcendant now enjoys it. One of

the family, who was reftor of the place, and a prebendary of Worcefter, fuffcred feverely

for his attachment to Charles I., and probably loft his lile. He and his two nephews

were feized by a party of dragoons from Aylefbury, and carried to that place, but in

their way were cut and wounded by the foldiers with the moft wanton barbarity. Mr.
Tyringham's arm was obliged to be taken off, and it is fuppofed that he died in confc-

quence of itf. At the entrance of Newport a caufeway has been thrown up, and a

bridge built, in a place which ufed to be impalTable in floods, except by a bridge belong-

ing to a private perfon, who extorted what he pleafed from the diftreiTed traveller.

He generally infifted on a crov/n for a coach or waggon before he would turn the key,

and there was no refufal, for the road by Stony-Stratford was not then made. At laft

the commiffioners of the turnpike road roufed themfelves, and determined to buy it for

the ufe of the public, or to build another. The proprietor fold it with great reludance.

A horfe-path is now always open, and a carriage-way when there is a flood.

Newport-Pagnell is fo called from its ancient owners the Paganells or Paynells, who
became pofTeffed of it in the reign of William IJ.|, and had a caftle here§, which was

demolifhed by order of the Parliament in 1 646. Ralph Paganell founded the priory

of Tikford as a cell to the abbey of Marmontier, in France, for monks of the Cluniac

order. It paid a penfion of 40s. to the abbey of Conches, in Normandy, the reverfion

of which, after the death ofHumphry duke of Gloucefter, v/as fettled by Henry VI. on
his college of Eton||. The priory was one of thofe granted by the pope, 20 Heni-y VIII.

to cardinal Wolfey towards the endowment of his colleges at Oxford and Ipfwich^. It

lies on the left of the town, and a handfome white houfe has been built on the fite.

The prefent pofleffor lately buried his wife in the garden, as being confecrated ground.

The town {lands on a point of land, one fide of which is wafhed by a Itream callsd

the Loufell, or Lovett, running out of Bedfordfliire by Fenny-Stratford, and here

meeting the Oufe, which runs on the other fide in its way to Bedford, Huntingdon,

and Lynn Regis, where it falls into the fea.

Here, and in the neighbourhood, great quantities of thread lace are made, and a rich

cheefe fold on the fpot at i8d. a j)ound, and another fort, fomething hke Cottcnham,

at 6d.

The church was an impropriation to the priory. In the north aille of it, in 161 9,
was found the body of a man, whole and perfed, laid down, or rather leaning down,
north andfouth ; all the hollow parts of the body, and of every bone, as well ribs as

others, were filled up with folid lead. The IkuU with the lead in it weighed 30 lb.

6 oz. Some of the larger bones were fold to a plumber**, but the IkuU is now in the

* Pennant's Journey from Cheftcr, p. 3^8. :{; Magna Brit. v. vi. p. 317.

f DiiRcl. Bar V i. p. 431. ij LctanJ, v. i. p. 2 [

.

||
Dugd. Mon. v. iii. p. 200.

ij Ibiu. V. i. p. 6B5, 1037. •* JSlichoUs's Dibl.Topogr. N" 2.p. 156.

library
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library of St. John's college, Cambridge*. By what means this coalJ be accomplifhed,
or for what purpofe it was clone, is not to he difcovcred ; but finiilar things have been
found in the chancel of Badwell Afli, near Walfliam in tlie Willows, in Suftolkf, and at

Axminftcr in Devon|.

An hofpital founded by the Someries, about 1280, for three poor men, and three

poor women, was re-founded by Ouecn Arme of Denmark, (queen of James 1[.) and
adds fomething to theftipend of the vicar, who is mafhcrg.

Near the church-yard is another alms-houfe, founded a few years ago by Mr. Rivifs,

a linen-draper at Charing-crofs, lor ten poor widows, and endowed by him in his life-

time with 1
5I. a year for each of them.

Leaving Newport, there are fome beautiful meadows on the right. The country
grows light and fandy as we draw near Woburn ; this ufed to make the road very
heavy, but it has been fomething mended. To avoid them in fome degree, it is now
carried over, or rather through, a hill, the top of which has been cut away to make a

paflage. From this hill, which is now planted with fmall firs, is a fine view of Wo-
burn abbey, the park, and plantations, made by the late duke of Bedford. About a

mile from hence fuller's earth is dug. In the town is a free-fchool, founded by Francis,

firll earl of Bedford, and a charity fchool for 30 boys and 15 girls, fupportcd by the

benevolence of this family.

The late duke almort: entirely re-built the feat on the fpot where the old one flood,

and which was the fite of the abbey, though it might have been placed to much
greater advantage on the higher ground. Some of the rooms have been finifhed fince

his death. The houfe is a large quadrangle, inclofmg a fpacious court, and is built of
white ftone ; the principal apartments are towards the town, looking over fome pieces

of water.

On pulling down part of the abbey in
1 744, a corpfe was found with the flefli fo

firm as to bear cutting with a knife, tliough it mult have been buried at leafl; 200 years.

Some time after, on pulling down part of one of the walls of the abbey church, a
ftone coffin was found, which confuted of feveral loofe flones fet in the ground, and a

very large oblong Purbeck ftone was dug up, which had been ornamented with brafs

;

under it were fome bones. In finking a cellar fix more ftone coffins were found, one
of which was very large, being in the infide fix feet eight inches long ; they all had a

place ftaped for a head, and all, or moft of them, had two or three holes at the bot-

tom, their covers made of feveral ftones. Near them two pots or urns were found,

which probably contained the bowels of two of thofe who were buried there. On a

feull belonging to fome bones which lay in a ftifi' blue clay, there was fome black cloth,

which might be the cowl of one of the monks. • Pieces of flioes were alfo taken up.

A large piece of a body had the flefh remaining, which looked white both on the out- -

fide and infide, as if Hme had penetrated its fubitance, and it was tough when cut with

a knife. Another ftone coffin was afterwards dug up, on which was the following in-

fcriptionll:
r f

• Gougb's Topogr. V. i. p. 316, f Arch. v. iv. p. 69.

^ Gent. Mag. 1748, p. 214. ^ Pennant's Journey from Chcfter, p. 343.

II
Gent. Mag. J749, p. 153.
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F.nterincT the court, the ftables on the left are made out of the cloifters, the pillars

r,nd vaulted roof of which are ftill feen, the pillars forming the flails for the horfes.

This part, with three rooms in the bafement (lory on the north fide the houfe, are all

the remains of the ancient building. The apartments are numerous and elegant, many

of the ceilings in compartments, richly gilt ; but the room called the mufic room,

finiflied fince the duk'e's death, far furpaffes the rcR. The wainfcot and ceiling are

adorned with feifoons and other devices, gilt, from a defign of fir William Cham-

bt-rs, in the lightelt and mod elegant tafle. The piftures are many, and many of

them extremely fine. A vifion of our Saviour to Ignatius Loyola, in one of the fmall

rooms; the head of Rembrandt by himfelf; Jofeph interpreting the baker's dream,

by the fame; the infide of a church, where the effed of the light is mod remark-

able ; a landfcape of Claude's in the drawing-room, and another in the drefllng-

room, are fuch as muft ftrike every one's attention. The picfure gallery, loo feet

Ume: by 16 wide, is filled with a great number of portraits, moftlyof the family. One
of the mother of the firfh countefs, over a door at the farther end, is a mod beautiful

one.

This abbey was founded by Hugh de Bolcbec, in 1145, for monks of the Cider-

cian order.
' The lad abbot, refufing to furrender it to Henry Viil. was hanged on

an oak, yet danding in the park, near the bridge, and from thence called the Abbot's

Oak. In I Ed. VI. the abbey was granted to lord Ruflell, dcfcended of a very ancient

family in Dorfetflnre, and advanced to that dignity by Henry VIII. by whom he had been

much didinguiflied, and honoured with great employments. The park is ten miles round,

contains more than 3000 acres, and is full of noble woods of venerable oaks. From a

hill at the north end is a mod oxtenfive profpeft, There is a plantation of evergreens, of

200 acres, made by the tate duke out of a rabbit-warren, and at the end of it is the lower

-water.

To the adivity and indefatigable zeal of Francis and William, earls of Bedford, in

the lad century, it is owing that the very ext^nfive trad called the Bedford Level,

lying on the borders of the feveral counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Lincoln,

Northampton, and Huntingdon, containing not lefs than 300,000 acres, then almod

entirely ufelefs, has been drained and brought into a date of bearing the mod plentiful

crops of corn. This was a noble undertaking, highly beneficial to the public, and

only to be carried on by thofe of equal perl'everance and wealth. The confufions

of the civil war nearly ruined all that had been done before ; but the fpirited endea-

vours of William, earl of Bedford, redored and completed what his ancellor begun.

The repairs are, however, neceflarily attended with great expence, and all their pre-

cautions cannot guard againd fudden and violent Hoods. Tlic generofity of the late

duke was never more clearly fliewn than on one of thofe occafions, which happened

a few years before his death ; it will be long remembered with gratitude by his te-

nants.

About a mile from- Dunl'fable, is a large round area of nine acres, called Maiden-

Bower, or Madning-Boure, furrounded with a ditch and pretty high rampire, which

Dr Stukeley infids is a Britifh work", though the Roman road, and the number of

Roman coins found in Ir, feeni to give it to that people In 1770, and fince, many
copper coins of Antoninus and Condantine, with many fmall ornaments of bridles and

armour, were found in adownnear Dundable, digging for gravel. This Maiden-Bower
confids of a vallum, nearly circular, thrown up on a level plain. The inner banks are

* Illii vol. 1. p. 1 15.

from



SRAY's tour into DERBYSHIRE, &C. 457

from eight to foiirteGn feet high*. Tottcrnho caftle, weft of this, on the point of a high
hill, is leen far off. There are feveral barrows or tumuli on the hills here ; five caleJ the
five knolls arc together on a high prominence. Beneath this camp, on the north fide of
the hill, is a quarry of ftone, white as chalk, which is fo foft as to be cafily cut, and is

got out in large blocks, but hardens on being expofed to the air. Lord Giimflon ufcs
it in building his new houfe at Gorhambury.
A little to the left, in the bottom, is Eaton Bray, which was in early times the refi-

dence of my anceflors. Part of what was the manfion-houfe in the time of Henry VIII.

remains. It is now the property of Mr. Beckford.

Dunftable was the ftation mentioned by Antoninus under the name of Magio-
nlnium, Magiovinium, and Magintumf, and ffands on the interfeclion of the "\Vat-

ling-Street, and the Iknild-Street. At this interfcdion flood one of the crofTes erect-

ed by Edward I. as mentioned at Northampton, which has been for fome time de-
flroyed.

This town is faid to have been built by Henry I. to rcprefs the infolence of a gang
of daring robbers, who infefled the neighbourhood, then overgrown with woodj, and
that it had its name from one of the chiefs ; but it is more probable that it is named
from the Saxon Dun, a hill, or the old Gaulifh or Britifh Dunum, the fituation being
hilly and mountainous§. Certain, however, it is that that king granted extraordina-

ry privileges to this place, equal in fome refpedts to thofe of London, the inhabitants

not being liable to be called out of their own court, the king's juftices coming fpeci-

ally to Dunftable, and having a jury of the place. But the exercife of this jurifdiction

was fometimes attended with danger, when the power of the barons was too great for

the law; in 1224, whilft the judges were thus employed here, Fulk de Breant, who
had been fined by them for various outrages and injuries which he had done to his neio-h-

bours, fent his brother from Bedford caflle to feize them ; tvvfo of them vv-ere fo fortu-

nate as to efcape, but the third was taken and carried to Bedford, where he was very
ill.treated||.

It has been often obferved that the man who has never known ficknefs, has never
known the value of health ; it may be faid in like manner that a people who have never
leen the courfe of juftice interrupted, or force fuccefsfully oppofed to the execution of
the law, do not know half the value of being protefted by it. Hiftory, in defcribing

the miferies attendant on fuch violence, holds up a pidure to our view, the contem-
plation ofwhich, contrafted with ourprefent fituation, ought to infpireus with the high-
eil veneration for our anceftors, who fecured us fuch a fyflem of equal laws, and with
the mod ardent defire to preferve them, and the peaceable exefcution of them. Henry
alfo built himfelf a houfe here, called Kingfbury, the fite' of which contained nine acres,

and here it probably was that the play of St. Catherine was performed, as mentioned by
Mr. Warton in his hiftory of Englilfi poetry. He kept his Chriflmas here in 11 23,
with his whole court, and received at the fame time the cmbafly from the cr.rl of An-
jou^f. The name of the houfe isflill retained, but from the habitatioPr-of a king, it is

converted into that of a common farmer. Henry built the church and the priory, (the

prior of which fat with the judges when they came) and gave it much of his land, but

referved the houfe for his own ufe ; this, however, was afterwards given to tiiem by king
John.

* Nichols's Topogr. N'8, p. 201, 202. f Camd. v, i. p 316.
: Dugd. Moil. V. ii. p. 132. (j Camd. v. i. p. 316. ||

Rapiii, t. i. p. 301.
« 6axon Cliron. fub hoc anno.
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Tournaments were often held here, and the kings occafionally honoured the prior

with vifits, which he would readily have excufed. He alfo had fonie troublefome

neighbours in the friars' preachers, who had a fmall houfe in this place, and by their

induftry in preaching fet an example which the monks did not like to follow. By the

Annals of Dunftable it appears that thefe religious were engaged in frequent law-fuits

with their neighbours, and they have left forae memorandums of prefents ufefuUy be-

itovved on fuch occafions on perfons who were about the judges, and in treating the

juries. They had lands in the Peak in Derbyfliire, and had a grange at Bradburn
there. The people of Dunftable we much in their power, yet often had fpirit enough
to refift their ufurpations, and once being grievoufly opprelfed were about to have de-

ferted the place, and built new habitations out of the prior's jurifdiclion.

Ac this houfe Cranmcr, archbilhop of Canterbury, Gardiner, bidiop of Winchefter,

and the bifliops of London, Bath and Lincoln, fat to enquire into the legality of the

marriage of Henry VIIL with Catharine of Arragon, who had been firft married to his

brother ; and (he, who then refided at Ampthill, in this neighbourhood, refufmg to

appear, the marriage was declared null, in conformity with the opinions of the various

univerfities, divines and canonifts, who had been confulted.

On the diffolution, the revenues of the priory were valued at 344I. 13s. 2d*.

Henry intended to have made this a bilhop's fee, and had fixed on an endowment of

1 140I. OS. 5d. a year, but his wants getting the better of his piety, his eftates were

applied to other ufes, and this biftiopric with fome other intended ones, came to

nothingf.

There was here an hofpltal for lepers, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene.

Little remains of this priory, except part of the weft end of the church, which is now
ufed as the parifh church. A ftone coffin ferves as a groundfd to the weft door.

There is a round arch over the principal door, which has been much ornamented, but

Is a good deal defaced, though part of a chain encompaffing it is ftill feen, perhaps in

allufion to St. Peter ad Vincula, the church being dedicated to him. In it are feveral

neat monuments for the families of Marfhe and Chewe, in whom a charitable difpofition

feems to have been hereditary, but ftiines moft confpicuoufly in Mrs. Jane Cart, one

of them. She, together with Mrs. Afhton and Mr. Aynfcomb, founded a fchool

(which is at the entrance of the town) for the education, clothing and apprenticing 40
boys, and 1 5 girls, and fettled on it i ^o\.per annum, purfuant to a wi(h exprefled by Mr.

Chew, their anceftor, before his death. Adjoining thereto Mrs. Cart, in 1723, built

an almfhoufe for fix poor perfons, and left a fund for diftributing bread every Sunday

;

and other charities in this place, befides giving the furplusof a confiderable eftate to be

divided amongft poor clergymen and their families. Mrs. Aftiton built an almfhoufe

in the wcft-ftreet for fix widows, who receive about 81. a year a piece, and firing.

Mrs. Blandina Marihe built a neat lodge, as flie calls it, for fix poor gentlewomen near

the church-yard, and gave them I2l. a year each, to which the intereft of icool. has

been fince added by another lady. There is alfo a monument for Marflie Dickenfon,

efq. late lord mayor of London. Mention is made of a woman here who had 19 chil-

dren at five births ; viz. three times three, and twice five.

Dunftable is remarkable for a neat manufafture of ftraw, which is ftained of various

colours, and made into boxes, hats, toys, &c. On the downs are taken great quanti-

ties of larks. It lias been faid that there are no wells here, and that the inhabitants are

fupplied by rain-water and the ponds in the town, but It is not truej there are wells,

* Diig<3. Mon. V. i. p. 1038. f Willis'tt Cath. v, iji. p, 402.

though
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though deep. The country hereabouts is chiefly open, and produces great quantities

of corn. The chalk-hills are part of that range which runs acrofs the kingdom here

from eaft to weft, as another does from the Thames througii Kent, SuiVex, and Surrey,

into Hants, furnifhing a mod valuable manure, the want of which in the northern parts

is in fome meafure fupplied by a limeftonc.

Market-ftreet, according to Stukelcy, is ihc Forum Diana of Richard of Cirencefter*.

The counties of Bedford and Hertford meet at this place ; the left hand row of houfcs

(in going to London) being in Herts, in the parifh of Cadendone ; the right in Bedford,

in the panfli of Studham. Here is a hnall neat chapel, and a fchool endowed with about

1 ool. a year by Mr. Coppin (predeceiTor of the prefent owner) whofc feat, called Market

Cell, is juft by, and was formerly a nunnery, built by Geoffry, one of the abbots of

St. Alban's.

This place was firft inhabited by one Roger, a hermit, who returning from the Holy
Land was conduced to it by three angels, and here paflfed the reft of his days in great

fanftity, but not without great difturbance from the devil, who ufed to play many
pranks with him; he once fet his cowl on fire whilft he was at prayers, but the good
man finiflied his devotions before he would extinguifli the ilame. One Cbrijtian/i, 11

pious woman, was fo much captivated with his fame, that flie determined to live with

him ; flie went, and he found a little corner of his cell in which he locked her up. She
lived here four years, but not in a very comfortable manner, as flie had only a ftone to

fit on, and her mafter never fuffered her to ftir out, nor fcarce to fpeak, left any of

thofe who came to vifit him, ftiould be fcandalized ; for though in truth he never once

faw her face, and onlv talked to her of religious matters, they might have thought

differently. At length he died, and Cbri/liana fucceeded to the whole cell, and to all

his fanftityt- Galfred, an abbol of St. Alban's, ftruck with the report of her piety,

built her a houfe, and endowed it for the maintenance of her and fome other holy fifters,

though the convent muiTnured at this application of their revenues. However, he

feems to have borrowed the ground on which he built it of his neighbours, as the deaa
and chapter of St. Paul's, in 1 145, confirmed the fame to Chrijliana and her fuccefforsj

at a rent of three fliillings.

Humfrey Boucher, bale fon to the late lord Berners, (fays Leland) did much cod
in tranflating of the priory into a raanor place ; but he left it nothing ended|.

Pafling through Redburn, a fmall town full of hms for the reception of the numerous
waggons which frequent this road, come to St. Alban's, rich in antiquities, where,

after the lapfe of fo many ages, there ftill remains very much of unqueftionable anti-

quity to gratify the refearches of the curious antiquarian, and where he is not under

a neceffity of reforting to conjedures, often unfatisfadlory to himfelf, oftener to his

readers.

This town rofe out of the ruins of Old Verulam, originally a Brltifti, afterwards a

Roman ftation. Confiderable fragments of the Roman walls ftill remain, although

great quantities have been taken away at various times for various purpofes ; fometimes

to aflift in erefting other buildings, fometimes merely to repair the roads. Here
Caefar obtained a viftory over Caflibelan, and this was the fcene of Boadicea's

viftory and cruelty, when ftie maflacred 70,000 Romans and Britons who adhered to

them.

About the beginning of this centuiy, fome himianbories of an extraordinary fi?a

were found near an urn, infcribed Marcus Antoninus, in the place of the Roman camp

* Account of Richard of Cirencefter, p. 41, 43. f Dug Mon. v. i p. 350.

% Ilin. vol. i. p. 54,
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near this town. They were meafured by Mr. Chefelden, the celebrated furgeon. whb
obferved that if all the parts bore a due proportion, the man raufl have been eight

ieethigh*.

Tiie Roman bricks are of two forts; the red are of a fine colour and clofe texture,

the others have a red cafe over a black, vitrified fubflance. It has been conjeftured

that the former were probably baked in the fun, the latter burnt in the fire, but I doubt
much if the fun ever gives heat enough to anfwer the purpofe. The black part refifls a

file, and will bear a polilhf.

In the walls which went nearly round the old city the Roman bricks are interlayed

in feparate courfes, between courfes of flints. The quantity of mortar between the

bricks is nearly equal to the thicknefs of the bricks themfelves. Four layers are dif-

oernable, the loweft has four bricks, the next three, and the two uppermoll two
each. The diftances between the courfes of bricks, which are filled up with flints and
mortar, are two feet eight inches. The bricks are of unequal thicknefs, from three

inches to an inch and quarter ; their lengths are alio various, from eighteen to twelve

inches. The Romans had no exact moulds for their bricks, there being a great dif-

ference in the lize of thofe which have been found in feveral parts of this king-

dom|.

The abbey church is feen on an eminence, from which-ever fide you approach the

town. This noble and venerable remain of ancient piety and religious magnificence

was happily prclerved at the diflTolution, being purchafed by the inhabitants of the town
for 400!. It has been ufed by them as a church ever fince, and has twice fupplied a

place for the courts of law, when the judges adiourned from Weftminfter-hall on ac-

count of the plague ; but it had a narrow efcape, a few years ago, from falling a facri-

fice to avarice and mean fpiritednefs. The repairs which had been made at different

times were found expenfive, and a fcheme was formed to pull k down and build a

fmaller church.

This abbey, which was one of the mitred ones, and in point of rank and wealth was
one of the greateft in England, Cand was thought not unworthy the acceptance of

Cardinal Wolfey after he had obtained the aichbiflioprick of York), was founded by
Offa, king of the Mercians, in 793, on the fpot where the bones of St. Alban, who
fiiftered martyrdom in 293, were difcovered. The materials of the walls of Old Ve-
rulam have been employed in building the fleeple, and a confiderable part of the

church.

In the mofl eafliern part flood the f!n-Ine of St. Alban, which was adorned in the

richelt manner. The flone fcreen at the communion-table is a very light and elegant

piece of work, let upby John de Whethamftead, who was chofen abbot in 1434; he
took for his arms three cars of wheat, in allufion to the name of the place from whence
he was called, and they are carved in divers places in this fcreen. The centre is modern
work, a crucifix, which originally flood there, being removed. The braflfes of the

gravc-lloncs are all either broken or deflroycd, except thofe of one of the abbots in the

choir, which are perfeft, the flone having been turned upfide down to prelerve them
from the ravages of the parliament army, by which the others fuftered fo much. About
70 years ago the flairs were difcoveredWhich lead to the vault wherethebody of Hum-
phry, duke of Glocedcr, uncle to Henry VI., was found in a leaden coftin, preferved en-

tire by a pickle. That of his brother, the duke of Exeter, was found at St. Edmond's-

* PWl- Tranf. 1711, p. 436. f Arch. v. ii. p. 187, J Ibid. vol. ii. p. i8.^, 185.

7 bury,
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bury, In SufFolk, a few years ago, prcferved in the fame manner, but was mofl fliame-

fully mangled by the workmen and a furgeon there.

The welt end of the choir has a noble piece of Gothic workmanfliip for the ornament
of the high altar. In the middle of the centre aifle is a remarkable reverberation of
found from the roof, which is painted throughout with devices and the arms of the be-

nefadors, the colours of which, though certainly of Ibme ages ftaudiiig, are remarkably

frefli. The arms of the principal contributors to the repair in the lafl: century, after the

havoc made in the civil wars, are in the choir.

At the ealt end is a place v/hich has been ufed as a fchool, and is part of the church,

but the communication with the choir is cut olT by a wall. Near the well end of the
church is the old gateway of the abbey, now ufed as a prifon.

Between the abbey and Old Verulam was a large deep pool, now a meadow, which
belonged to the calUe of Kingfbury, fituate at the weft end of the town, where the

king and his nobility ufed often to divert themfelves with failing in large vcflfels, the an-

chors and other tackle of which have been found here. Upon thofe occafions they

reforted to the abbey, which was attended with fo much expence to the monks, that

they purchafcd the pool of king Edgar, and drained it.

On the diffolution the revenues were valued at about 2500I. Soon after, king Ed-
ward VI. gave the town a charter of incorporation,, and granted them the patronage of
this church.

The church of St. Michael was built by the Saxons in the tenth century, with the-

fame fort of tiles as were ufed by the Romans, and has probably many Roman tiles

worked up in it, taken from the neighbouring walls of Verulam ; but it is conjeftured

that the tiles which are ufed here and in the abbey church are not all Roman, the na-

ture of the feveral parts of the work, and the hardnefs of the Roman tiles, rendering,

it neceffary to make tiles of different forms and dimenfions, for fuch parts as were re-

quired to be neat and exaft. And it appears on near infpection, that mofl of the tiles

were moulded on purpofe, particularly I'or thenewells of the (lairs, and the fmall round
pillars, which were all made in circular moulds*. In this church is a monument
for fir Francis Bacon, with a fine figure of him iil white marble, fitting in a

chair.

In the meadows on the right (going to London") are fome remains of the nunnery
of Sopwell, founded about 1 140, by the fame abbot who founded that at Market-flreet,

as mentioned before. The nuns were governed by the rule of St. Bennett, and were to

keep filence in the church, the refeftory, and the dormitory. A hard talk this ! Henry
VIII. kindly fet their tongues at liberty, and granted the building to Hr Richard a Leigh,

by oneof whofe daughters it pafled to the Sadlers ; a daughter of that family carried it

to Saunders, who in the lafl century fold it to fir Ilarbottle Grimflon, to whofe defcend-

ant the lord vifcount Grimflon, it now belongs. There was once a manfion houfe now
nearly pulled down, which has not been inhabited fince the time of the Sadlers. A
confiderable manor belongs to it. It is laid that Henry VIII. was married to Anna Bo-
leyn at this place.

In this town was one of the crofles fet up by Edward I., but it is now def-

troyed.

Earl Spencer has a houfe in the town, which was the old duchefs of Marlborough's,

and the interefl of the borough is divided between this family and that of lord Grim-
flon, whofe feat, called Gorhambm'y, the refidence or the great fir Francis Bacon, is

Arcli. vol. iv. p, iC.

at:
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St a fmall diftance. The prefent owner is building a magnificent houfe in the room of

the old one, not on the fame fpot.

The reprefentativcs of the borough have lately made the inhabitants a very welcome
prefent, which the dry fummers we have had has rendered particularly acceptable.

They have funk two wells for public uie, which are 30 or 40 yards deep, but the con-

trivance for winding up the buckets is fuch, that it is done with gi-eat eafe. The expence

was about 200I.

This place has been the fcene of many notable adions. Here the earl of Lancafter,

and others of the nobility (laid, expefting an anfwer to their meflage to that weak, niif-

guided prince, Edward II., requiring him to baniili the Defpencers, to whofe councils

the oppreffions, under which the kingdom groaned, were attributed. 1 he king returned

a haughty anfwer, but was foon afterwards obliged to comply.

Two bloody battles between the houfes of York and Lancafter were fought here ;

the firft in 1455, when the duke of York, aflifted by the earl of Warwick, defeated

Henry, and took him prifoner ; the other in 1461 , on Bernard's-heath, when the queen,

aided by the northern barons, defeated the earl and retook the king, but ftalned the

vidtory by the cruelty fhe exercifed on the prifoners.

The refledions arifmg from the fate of the many gallant men who loft their lives in tha

intcftine feuds of thofe days, are truly melancholy. The mod: ancient and fplendid houfes

were ruined, the kingdom ravaged, and the people equally oppreffed which ever fide

prevailed. Agriculture was negle£led, of courfe a fcarcity enfued, and that produced

paflilential difeafes, which compleated the mifery. Nor were thefc the confequences of

that noble druggie for liberty which the barons had heretofore made, and when the pre-

fent inconveniences were compenfated by the fubfequent advantages ; the horrors of this

war was occafioned by a weak woman attempting to govern on one fide, and ambitious

nobles ftruggling for power on the other. The conduct of mod of the leaders (hews

that they afted froni that motive, or from a dill worfe.

How happy are we in ihefe days, did we but know our own happinefs, when thenoife

of war is only heard from a didance, and lofes its terror in its pafiage crofs the ocean

;

when the aridocratic tyranny of the noble is no more, and when the meaned peafant en-

joys his little property in fafety, fecure in the protection of equal laws ! May we prize

this fituation as we ought to do ! may we never feel the miferies of civil didenfions ; and
may no enthufiad, profaning the benevolent religion he impioufly pretends to fupport,

fucceed in an attempt to draw that fliarped of all fvvords which fuperdition has

happily been fo long obliged to carry under his cloak, that it has i^uded in the

fcabbard

!

Being now come almod within fight of London, I take my leave of the reader, fatis-

fied if my endeavours to amufe him have not been altogether fruitless.

ITER.
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of fpeculators, about five and twenty years ago, who drove it Into the heart of the moun^
tain, 3750 feet, at an cxpence of 14,000]. by the ceafelcfs labour of fix men and three

boys, who were employed upon it 1 1 whole years, at a contraft of five guineas per yard.

The veins, however, which the level interfered, were not fufficiently rich to anfwer the

ex pence of purfuing them after they were found; therefore, having followed their fpe-

culation for ten years, they were obliged to relinquifh it, and content themfelves with

letting the level to a man for lol. per ann. who took it in order to gratify ftrangers with

a fight of this fabterraneous wonder. Whilfl employed in putting queftions to our

conduftor on the fubjeft before us, our attention was excited by a diflant murmur,
which gradually iucreafed upon the ear, and at length fwellcd into a dunning noife, ex-*

ceeding the loudcll thunder, and conveying the idea of a fl:upendous river, throwing

itfelf headlong into an unfathomable abyfs. Nor had fancy painted an unreal picture, for

on reaching the half-way point, a fcene was unfolded to us tremendous in the extreme.

Here the levelburflfuddenlyupon a gulph,whofe roof and bottom were entirely invifible,

alky rocket having been fent up towards" the former, above 600 feet, without rendering it

apparent ; and the latter having been plummed with a line 400 feet, and no bottom
ciifcovered. A foaming torrent, roaring from the dark recedes, high in the heart of

the mountain, over our heads to the right, and difcharging itfelf into this bottomlefs

cauldron, whofe waters commenced at 90 feet below us, produced the noife we had

heard ; a noife which was fo powerfully increafed on this near approach to it, as entirely

to overwhelm the mind for a Ihort time, and awaken that unaccountable feeling which

creates defperatc courage out of excefiive fear, and almoft tempts the fpedlator to

plunge hirafelf into the danger, whofe prefence he fo much dreads. The prodigious

depth of this abyfs may be conceived fi'om the circumftance of its having fwallowed up
the rubbifli which a level, 1800 feet long, of the dimenfions above given, produced

;

as well as fixteen tons of the fame rubbifli call: into it every day for three or four

years, without any fenfible leflcning of its depth, or apparent contraction of its fize.

Indeed many fafts concur to prove, that it is conneded with the Cafi:leton cave j and
naturalifls are now of opinion, that the whole country from hence to Elden-hole, exhi-

bits a feries of caverns, extenfive and profound, uniting with each other, and thus be-

coming joint partakei"s of whatever either of them may receive. A conveyance appa-

rently perilous, but perfeftly fecure, is formed over the chafm we have defcribed, by a

ftrong wooden frame-work, through which the water pafles. Beyond this the level conti-

nues about 2000 feet farther; but as the effect of a fecond approach to the abyfs (which

mud be again taken in returning) is much leffened by the prior vifit, and as nothing

occurs worth obfervation in the remaining half, we found we had extended our voyage

to no purpofe, to the termination of this lalt wonder of the Peak. Warner's Tour through

the Northern Counties of England, and the Borders of Seotland, 2 vols. 8vo. I. 180.

I
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^JV KSSJr ON THE ORTCTOGRAPHr OF DERBTSHIRE, A PROVINCE OF
ENGLAND. BT THE CELEBRATED MINERALOGIST, M. FER.BER. TRANS-
LATED FROM THE GERMAN.

Preface of M. Ferber.

MY chief objeft in publifliing this work is to prefent to the public a ferics of mine-

ralogical obl'crvations, which I have made on one of the niofl interefting counties of

England.

My readers will, perhaps, cenfure me for not having quoted a great number of
Englifli authors, who have written before me on the natural hiftory of their country,

and for not having availed myfelf of feveral memoirs contained in the Philolophical

Tranfaftions, which relate to the fubjedl on which I treat ; but all thefe works, which
I had overlooked at London before I undertook the journey to Derby fliire, afforded me
but feeble aflidance, and appeared in general of fuch little importance, that I thought

It would be rendering a fervice to naturalifts, only to prefent to them what I had myfelf

beheld and examined.

I lie under great obligations to Mr. Whitehurft, watch maker, at Derby, to whom
Mr. Franklin was fo good as to addrefs me. This ingenious man, who, by an unex-

ampled affiduity, has obtained the moft accurate phyfical knowledge of his county, not

to mention the talents he poffefTes as a mathematician, was of the greateft fervice to me.
It is to his advice and inftrudlion that I am indebted for a great number of faQ;s which
probably would have efcaped me, if he had not himfelf taken the trouble of direding

my oblervations.

He alfo introduced me to Mr. Burdett*, a learned geographer, from whom I received

the moft exaft ideas relative to the pofition of the places I intended to vifit, and every

information I could wiih concerning the natural geography of Derbyfliire.

I frankly confefs, that without the affiftanceof thefe two pcrfons, I fhould frequently

have been at a lofs to account for a great number of phcenomena which were new to

me. 1 was not aware, till then, that homogeneous mountains, and all the ftratified

mountains which I had examined, the internal ftrufture of which I was perfe£lly ac-

quainted with from the infpedion of the mines, did not afford any example limilar to

what I, for the firft time, faw in Derbyfhire.

The great diverfity of the beds, and their difpofition often capricious, which I had
not obferved in any country, very frequently perplexed me, and I am convinced that

the moft fl-iilful mineralogiils will experience the fame fenfations.

The furface of Derbyfhire is not lefs affefted by this fingular organization of the

foil ; the Peak, the mott elevated part of this county, affords fome pifturefque views

of great beauty ; many authors have fpoken of them in terms of admiration ; and well

executed engravings have been given by feveral Englifli artifts.

Lifi of the fri7icipai Works ivhich treat of the Natural li'tflory of England.

THE Natural Hiflory of Lancafliire, Chefliire, and the Peak of Derbyfliirc, by

Charles Leigh. Oxford, 1700, folio.

* Among other excellent maps, Mr. Bardett has publifh.d a map of Derbyfhire, entitled, '• Survey of

Dcibyfhire," 3 (beets, 1762—67.
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New Defcription of England and Wales, with the adjacent Iflands, &c. by H cmann
INIoll, folio, plates. London, 1735.
A Tour through Great Britain, by a Gentleman, 5th edition, 4 vols. London,

1753, 8vo.

Geographia Magiia Britannia:, or correal Maps of all the Counties in England, Scot-

land, and Wales ; and of the feveral Iflands. London, 1748, Svo.

A View of England, .Scotland, and Wales, &c. London, 1769, Svo.

A Defcription of England and Wales. London, 1769, Svo.

England illuflrated, or a Compendium of the Natural Hiflory, Geography, &c. of

England and Wales. London, J 764, 4to.

England Diiplayed, by a Society of Gentlemen, revifed by P. Ruflll, Efq. folio,

John W'ebfler, Mcfallographia AiigUca, or an Hiflory of Metals, 4to. London,

1676.
6ir John Pettus ; Fodincc Regales, or the Hiitory, Laws, and Places, and the chief

r.Iines and MiuLTal Works in England, Wales, and Ireland. Lonelon, 1670, plates.

AnEffay towards a Natural Hillory of Cumberland and Weftmoreland, by Thomas
Robinfon. London, 1709, Svo.

The Natural Hiflory of Cornwall, by W. Borlafe, folio. Oxford, 1758.

The Natural Hiflory of Oxfordfliire, by Robert Plot. Oxford, 1677, folio.

The Natural Hiflory of Staftbrdfhire, by Robert Plot. Oxford, 1679, folio.

The Natural Hiflory of Northamptonfliire, by Thomas Morton, 1752, folio.

The Natural liiflory and Antiquities of Northumberland, and of fo much of the

county ofDurham as hes between the Tyne and the Tweed, by John Wallis. London,,

1760, 2 vols. 4to.

An Inquiry into the original State and Formation of the Earth, &c. by John White-

hurfl. London, 1778.

ISSAY ON THE ORYCTOGRAPHY OF DERYSHIRE.

Natural Geography of the Country,

The furface of England is, in a great meafure, compofed of various beds ofearth ancf

flones, which rife in hills of very gentle acclivity, and every where cover the primitive

mountains. There are very few fnmmits of granite or fchiflus breaking through this

natural crufl of the earth, ps.ticularly in England, properly fo called.

The higheft mountains of primitive foi-mation are feen in the northern parts of

Scotland ; but they will bear no comparifon with the lofty Alps of Swifferland.

Every thing feems to indicate that the level country furrounding theie mountains^

owes its origin to beds of earth depofited by the waters which formerly covered its fur-

face ; the marine fubflanccs, difcovered within thefe beds, clearly prove that the liquid,

capable of depofiting fuch confiderable bodies, can only have been the ocean itfelf.

Now if it were poflible to lift up at once the various beds of which the level country

is compofed, in order to difcover the primitive mountains on which it refts, we fhould

foon behold the greatefl part of England inundated by the fea, fmce the primitive

mountains arc in faft below its level ; this country would then appear in its primitive

ftate, and the works in which nature has employed ages, would in a moment be an-

nihilated.

Let us, in other refpects, account for the formation of fecondary mountains in the

manner which belt fuits us, or date their exiflence from the creation of the world ; let

6 us
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Us argue whether their various beds owe their exiRcnce to the infcnfible dccreafc of ilic

fea, or to fucceffive depofitions ; we fhall always be compelled to acknowleilgc, that,

wherever we find a vaft extent of land dilpofed in beds, it has been efFedcd by the wa-
ter which formerly covered the furface. Tranfient and local inundations may wafli

away portions of mountains, and convey them into the vallies ; but fuch an operation
will never give rife to beds of fuihcient extent to form the furface of a whole country.

The marine IV.bftances, which are almofl always found in thefe beds, prefent no diffi-

culty to me ; on the contrary, their prefence and ftill more their pofition ferve to

ftrengthen my opinion.

According to our idea of the precipitation of earthly particles contained in any liquid,

fupponng the liquid always in a if ate of perfect repofe, beds produced by this means
ihould airume a pofition perfedly horizontal, even when the foundation or the j^rimitive

jnountains, upon wliich thefe particles are depofited, are of an inclined and rugged
furface; the beds will only differ in bulk*.

In fact we fee many ftratified mountains, of which the various beds are perfectly ho-
rizontal ; they commonly appear under the form of hills of little height, with rounded
fummits, and of tolerable extent : of this defcription are the mountains in great part
of Germany, Brabant, Flandersf, and thofe on the coafl: ofFrance oppofite to England

J

:

in the latter country, the mountains of Staftbrdlhirc§, Oxfordfliire|j, Yorkfln'ref,

• Nothing better explains this phenonicnsn than tlic operation of cliemiftry called wafiiing ; the vefitl

ufed for this purpofe may gradually fvvtll ont, or terminate like a cone ; the earthly particles will always
be precipitated in equal beds, be the liqnid in ever fo fmall a degree cf rell.

)• All the mountains I obferved in ir.y jonrney from Holland to France, through Brabant and Flanders,
are merely hills, fuch as I liave dcfcribcd above. The environs of Bnifftlls appear hilly ; but thefe heights
Me only calcareous hills, or heaps offand, which the waters have depofutd in beds. Near Valenciennes
are coniiderable beds of pit-conl, relling on a black argillaceous fchiftus. In the country of Nannir, the
fame (ubflances are obferved ; a bog iron- ore in beds is alfo w ked there. In the environs of Paris the hills

arc compofed of calcareous Hone, frae-uone, or gypfum. ~^

J From Paris to Amiens, I met nothing but hills offand, and an argil of a briglit yellow: beyond
Amiens, near Flixconrt, and thence to Calais, in the defiles between the hills, underneath the argil, which
is about four feet thick, there is oblcrved a calcareous earth, of a greyilh colour and very friable, in beds
nearly horizontal. Sdex, in pieces of a kidney form, is fo«nd in great quantity in this earth ; their polltioit

is likewii'e \ early horizontal ; but a ciicumllance that clearly proves this arrangement to be onlv ovvine t»
water, is that the largeft pieces of filex, and confequcntly the heavieft, are found in the lowti- beds and
the leflVr in the upper. Moil of them are round, fome of an oval form ; they have all a v, hitifli cruit, which
is another proof that they had not their origin in the place where they are adiually found. It is, hoo/ever
a h&, that, at a very great depth below this friable earth, a calcareous ilone is often f*und, compaif, of
tolerable hardnefs, and frequently chalk, full of hi ex in kidney-form pieces, which, according to every an.
pearance, liave lu;d their origin in the chalk itfelf. Having eroded the channel, on the whole coafl
of England, and fiom Dover to London, I obferved llie fsme organization in the beds.

i Staffordniire is remarkable for confiderable beds, which are either calcareous or argillnceous ; they are
full of petrlfadions, among which the enlo.maikoin fiiirat/oxus, which is found near Dudley, is worthy of
obfei'vaiioH. This county alio pofiefrcs valuable coal mines. The copper mines of Eflon belong to the
duke of Devonmire. At. Utchefler, or Utoxeter, there are iorges which deferve attention.

II
In O.^ifordftiire the vegetable earth, which is very argillaceous, reils on a bed of calcareous earth, of

a grey or white colour, which contains a great quantity of files in kidiiey-farm pieces, difpofed in hoi"izcn.

tal beds. In proportion to the depth, this earth becomes more iolid, and is infcnfibly changed into while
chalk : befides petrified fr.clls, which are here found in great number, I have obferved prickles of the fea

4u'dge-hog, and pieces of the flvuU of this worm. The chalk nKJUniaii'.s of Giavefend, in the county of
Kent, have the fame conformation with refpecl to their beds as thofe of Oxfordfliire ; but to the picfej. t

time we are unacquainted with the fubltance ferving tlicm for bale.

^ The metallic veins of Yorkiliire, which are rich in lead and copper, are met with in calcareous
flone, black argillaceous fchiftus, or in fiee-llone, (,f«') whicli feenis in this part to be compofcd of fmall

4'rains of quartz j tjie veins running through ftec-llonearc the richffl.

302 the
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the duchies of Cumberland, and Northumberland*, conftantly prefent the fame

form.

But if, in many ftratified mountains, we find the beds to have an inclined or oblique

pofuion, if we obferve ruptures in the different banks, or confiderable derangements

in the interior of thefe mountains, we muft naturally attribute it to pofterior cataftrophes,

among which mufl be reckoned the gaps or clefts to which the beds, hft uncovered

by the retreat of the waters, and drying up, were expofed ; earthquakes, partial inun-

dations, changes in the courfe of rivers, which, hollowing out new channels in the

lower beds, naturally occafioned the upper ones to fink in.

In Derbyfhire the pofition of the beds is feldom horizontal ; they nearly all lofe

thcmfelves obliquely, and fcarcely ever preferve the fame diredion. There are fome

parts where a portion of the beds has preferved its original pofition, while the other

jrart is funk in the valley. The beds which remain firm, and which appear to have

been fepamted by a violent convulfion, are not unlike Iteep rocks ; fo that the elevated

part of Derbyfliire, which is called the Peak, may appear to an obferver of little fkill,

rather as a counti-y of granitic mountains, than a country of fecondary formation. Not-

withflanding, upon a clofer examination of the beds which compofe thefe mountains, we
Ihall eafily difcover that their primitive pofition was horizontal, and that it is to pofterior

derangements alone that they owe their prefent figure.

From the city of Derby northwards, towards Lancalhire and Yorklhire, the land

gradually rifes, and forms the upper part of the country, called the Peakf, where the

winters are longer and more fevere than in the plain. Following thefe apparent moun-
tains on the Peak, we may eafily perceive that they anciently formed a continual chain,

which has fince been broken off in feveral places; this obfervation will become more
evident on defcending into the ravines, where we find all the beds uncovered, and we
/hall be ftruck with the perfe£l analogy between the beds which are funk down, and

ihofe which are elevated. The Derwent, one of the mod rapid rivers of England,

together with the fea, has mod probably contributed to the revolutions which this

country has anciently undergone, and of which hiftory does not afford the flightefl

trace. We are therefore compelled to have recourfe to hypothefes, which might be

formed on this fubjed, the more fo as the prefent ftate of the country wiil aflbrd fuf-

ficent to fatisfy the curiofity of the obferver.

The fuperior beds, in nearly the whole of England, are calcareous, and this fub-

flance is found under diflerent modifications ; it is found in the form of eartii or ftone ;

its variations are infinite, both in refpeft of colour and fize, and the manner in which

it is found blended with other fubfianccs.
;

In order to form a clear and accurate idea of the beds of Derbyfhire, it is neceflfary

to divide them into two clafl'es, a divifion which nature herfelf feems to have eftab-

liihed.

• In the diichicj of Cumberland and Nonhumberland, tlie hills are formed by beds of frce-ftone, black

fchiftus, a'-d lime-ftone, which is alio in this pari the dcepell bed. The copper mines of Cumbeilaiid are

icmakabk for native dentritical copper, which is lometimes foiiud. This country alfo^ofltflcs iron mines;

the mineral is found under the form of argillaceous ore.

f 'I'lic Peak is coi.iidcred by the people of the country as a miraculous objeti', and many aiith')r8 have

fpoken of fevtn wi nderi belonging to this mountain j the celebrated Ilobbes has delcribtd them i;i [he fol-

lowing veife :

JEdes, mom. Barathrum, Unusfons, aniraquc tina.

A veiy accurate dcfcription of the Peak may be found in the following work ; a Tour thriugh Great Brl-
tt,in, vol. iii. p. i/S, Sec,

7 The
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The firft clafs comprehends the beds wliich are common to the whole country, and
which might be called ancient or univcrfal Lxch : they iire found every where in the fame
order, with the exception of fome of the fupcrior beds, whicii have undergone a flight

alteration.

The fecond clafs comprehends the accidental beds, that is to fay, the beds which-

are always found above the ancient beds, and which are confequently of pofterior for-

jnation : they differ in nearly all the provinces. The ancient beds are found in the

following order :

1. Freellone* (greet or grit). Itsthicknefs is fubjeft to great variation. It is com-
monly white or reddilh, ot a clofe grain, and tolerably hard ; fmall grains of quartz
are obferved in it, which appear to be cemented by an argillaceous fubltance. This
flone is employed in the making of highways, and for grind-flones. I obferved, in

the high road between Wirkfworth and Crumford Moor, in a heap of this free-flone,

groups of vitreous fpar, in fmall cubes, in a matrix, which I conceive to be a gypfeous
indurated earth ; this i'par probably cante there by accident, perhaps from one of the

neighbouring lead-mines ; for the free-ftone did not appear to contain any extraneous
fubftance.

2. Black argillaceous fchifl:us or flatef, (Jhale). Its thicknefs is from 140 to 150
yards, meafured in the mine of Yateftoop near Winder. They could not inform me
whether this fchiftus contained petrifiidions or impreflions of plants, although it per-

feftly refembled that which covers the pit-coal throughoi-t Derbyfliire, and which
abounds with them. The miners call this fchiitus by different names, according to

the difficulty they find in working it ; they term it pa/e, hard-beds, penny-Jhale, and
black-beds. In the midll of this fchiitus, there are fometimes found confiderable frag-

ments of lime-ftone, black, and of a fetid fmell, which is commonly beneath the fchif-

tus: I verified this obfervation near Wenfley, in the environs of Winfter, where the

high road is cut through this fchiitus, and where all the beds are uncovered-

3. Firft calcareous bed (the firft lime-ftone). Its thicknefs is from 35 to 50 yards.

In the environs of Afhford this Uone is of great hardnefs, and does not contain any pe-

trifaftion ; it is ufed as black marble. The fofteft parts of this ftone,. particularly thole

expofed to the air, exhale a difagreeable fmell when rubbed, and confequently are a
true flink-ftone. I faw the fame Hone worked between Snitterton and Winlter, which
contained no petrifaftions, although it commonly abounds with them, particularly in

bivalves}. Near Wenfley, the common filex is found in kidney-form pieces, and in little

fragments about two inches thick, as alfo at Afliford, where, thefe fragments are of a

• Mr. Whitchurd calls it mi/l/lone-^rll : nccording to this author, the thicknefs of the bank is 120
yards; he fays that it is compofed of rouncied grains of quartz, and fmall fragments of the fame fiib-

ilance, where the irrcgvilarities of the fraifline are ftill very vifible. See Inquiry into the original State
and Formation (if the Eaitli, &c. byjohn Whltchurll. London, 1778, <)to.p.i<(7. (Note of the French
tranflator.

)

f Mr. Whitehurft calls it (hale, or fhiver, and the thicknefs of the bank, according to him, is 120 yards

;

he confirms what M. Fcrber fays concerning 'he imprefl'isns of vegetables. The fprings which rife in

I this fchiitus are all of a ferruginous nature. P 148. (F. Tr)
;f
Among the petrified bivalved (hells, which are found in great quantity in this bed, are obferved many

anomias, the originals of which no where txift in the fras furrounding En-^land.

Near A(hford, Mr. Henry VVatfon has difcovercd in the fame flonc, an imj-refiion of a crocodile, in a good,
ftate of prefervation.

Mr. Whitehurft moreover tells lis, that this ftone is often interfcdlcd by very thin beds of flate. 1'. 149.
(r.Tr.)

more
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more confiderable bulk. It fiiould be obferved that the filex of Wenfley, which is

found in the midft of black lime-ftone, adheres ftrongly to it, while that obferved in

the chalk of Oxfordil->ire and on the fca fiiorc, has no adhefion to this fubftance. The
filex which ferves for ftone-ware, of which there are feverai manufactures in Derbyfliire,

comes from the coall of Norfolk.

4. Firft bed of toadllone (Jondjlonc, dun/rane, bhckjione in England, iohinjlov-e in

Scotland.) The name of toadllone has been given on account of its black colour,

fpecked with white*. This (lone, like thofe of the fame fpecies, which we fliall men-

tion hereafter, does not contain any ore, and throughout Derbyfnire cuts the veins of

metalf : the bafe is argillaceous, more or lefs indurated, for fome pieces appear to be

only an indurated argil, while others approach the jafper in hardnefs. This ftone is

overfpread with little grains or globules of calcareous fpar, the fize and form of which

vary ; fome are fo fmall, that to the naked eye they are loft in the black fubftance of

the ftone itfelf ; fome are as large as a pea, and even as a bean. I have aftayed this

ftone with acids, which diffolved Vi'ith ebullition, the parts of calcareous fpar, without

altering the fubftance of the ftone itfelf, which after the aflay was of fufficient hardnefs

to fcratch glafs, although being ftruck with a fteel, only emitted fome faint fparks.

The fubftance of this ftone, being ftripped of all its calcareous parts, appeared to me
refractory before the blowpipe ; with the afliftance of fait of tartar, I converted it into

a blackifh fcoria ; which feems to indicate a filiceous principle, though it does not

poftefs the hardnefs of filiceous ftonesj.

Thethicknefs of the firft bed of this ftone is commonly from 14 to 16 yards; but

what proves the great variation in the thicknefs of thefe beds is, that in Blackhillock,

a very confiderable mine near Tidefivall, a well has been dug of 160 yards in depth,

in this ftone, without pafling through it. In the fame mine, about 800 fathoms in the

principal well, towards the fouth, the thicknefs of the toadjione has been found to be

of 40 yards, and towards the north, about 300 fathoms from the fame place, it was

only three yards.

5. The fecond calcareous bed (the fecond or the grey lime ftone). Its thicknefs is

33 fathoms ; there are two kinds, the one foft, which being rubbed, yields a fetid

. imell J
it is ufed for the moft part to make lime j the other harder, which is ufed for

* M Jars fays becaufe it is pretended that living toads have often been found in it. Voyage Metall.

torn. i. p 546.

f M. Faiijas de St. Fond, who has jiift pubhflied an excellent work on trapp, has proved that certain

fpecies of toad-rtone contained metallic veins ; as the fpecies cited by M. Faiijas is known under the name
»f cat-ilirt at Caftleton, and as he has been in tlie mine himfelf, there remains no doubt whatever of the

faft. (F. Tr.) This is a miilake, for cat dirt is not toad-ilone, being on the contr;!ry a foft blue lime-

llone, impregnated with fulphur, as the very name cat-Jirt [mcrc/e du chat) inuft imply to an Engliili

reader. J. P.

4; Mr. Whitehurfl gives us the following defcription of the toad-ftone :

" It is a black'ih fnbllance, very hard, and full of little cavities like metallic frorias, or the lava of Ice-

land ; chemical analyfis proves that it pofleifes the fame principles. Many of thefe cavities contain fpar

(calcareous) ; others are empty. It is not compofed of laycis like many other Hones, but it always pie--

fents a folid and uniform mafs, which breaks in all direAions, and which never contains either ore, nor

mineralor vegetable productions. The beds of toad-Rone are not met witii. every where, as the c;dca«

reous beds, and the variation in the thicknefs of the fame bank, clearly prove i s origin to be vol-

canic."

Another reafon which induce* Mr. 'Whitehurfl to think that the toaJ-Pione is a volcanic proJui5\Ion, and
of a later formatiuiH than t!iat of the calcareous beds, and others, is that the perpendicular clefts which arc

obferved in the calcareous beds, are filled with toad-ftone; confeqticiitly the calcareous beds ejafted petftdt-

ly formed and cleft before the load-ftone. (F. Tr.)

many
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many domenic purpofes, like marble*. Thefe two varieties of (tone are fall of all

kinds of petrifactions, bsfides a great number of madrepores, among which may be

diftinguilhed the madrepora ficxuofa of Linneus ; and there are found a great number
of caineas of a furprifuig bulk. In feveral places I found this grey calcareous (lone

changed into grey filex, which contained handlbme entrochites, larger, but in other

rofpedis fnnilar to thofe feen at Cubach, in the duchy of Blanckenbourg,

<5. Second bed of toadflonef ; it perfeftly refembles the firfl ; the thicknefs of the

bed is 46 yards. In the mine of Ilubber dale, this (tone had loft its ordinary hard-

nefs to fuch a degree, that it perfedly refembled foft clay.

7. Third calcareous bed
j; j it is grey and analogous to the fecond j the thicknefs of

the bed is 70 yards.

8. Third bed of toadftoae ; it commonly refembles the firfl: and fecond, and its

thicknefs is 22 yards. In the mine of Hubber-daie, this (lone was of the confiltence

of foft clay, of a greenift colour ; it was full of fmail pieces of black argil and calca-

reous fpar, in veins ; it is here called channel.

9. Fourth calcareous bed {'the fourth lime-flone); it is grey like the preceding, and
is found at the greatefl depth. Its thicknefs is at prefent unknown, though in many
places attempts have been made to pafs through it : at Gorfey-dale, Bacon-Rake,

Maffon, and Middleton, in the environs of Wirkfworth, it has been pierced ta 40
fathoms without finding the bottom.

The different beds of limeftone and toad-fi;one, which we have juft defcribed, are

often interfered by beds of argil, from one to four feet in thicknefs; but as this argil

appears to be formed in the horizontal cracks or clefts of thefe ftones, it cannct be

placed in the rank of fubfliances which form regular beds. The quantity of pyrites in

pieces of kidney-form, found in thefe argillaceous beds, has perhaps fome fhare in the

heat obferved in all the fprings that rife there ; or elfe, do the calcareous beds contri-

bute towards it§ ?

Before proceeding to the defcription of the accidental beds, I conceive it neceflary to

ipeak of the veins which are found in the ancient beds.

'The direftion of metallic veins in the ancient beds, is generally very regular in all

the mines in Derbyfhire ; the falband of thefe veins is diflindt ; its thicknefs is from one
to feven ells. I found that the greater part of the veins proceed between the 8th and
9th hour, or according to the Englifh compafs between the 12th and 2d. They are

either perpendicular or inclined ; very few are horizontal. I here confirmed what I

have faid in the Memoirs on the Mineralogy of Bohemia^ with refped to the Veins of Metal

y

that they were not met with in primitive mountains alone, but alfo in fecondary moun-
tains, and that confequently the name of veined mountains did not belong exclufively

to primitive mountains. It is effential to remark in this place, that the veins of Der-
byfliire vary in almoft every bed. In a freefl:one and argillaceous fchiftus, when thefe

two fubfl:ances met together, the veins which commonly rife to the furface are con-

ftantly without ore ; the contrary is obferved in the four calcareous beds, which, under

* Mr. Whitehurft obferves, what M. Feiber has perhaps forgotten, that the calcareous ftone which

compofes the beds of Derbyfhire is generally foliated; which fiifjiciently indicates the manner in

which it has been formed. The thicknefs of the fecond bed, according to Mr. Whitehurft, is 25 fa-

thoms. F. Tr.

\ Mr. Whitehurft informs us that the toad-ftonc of the fecond bed Is more compaft than that ofthe firft,

and that there are no caviaes in it. P. 151.

\ The thicknefs of this bed, according to Mr. Whitehurft, is 30 fathoms ; this ftone contains fewer pc-

trifaftions than the former, and feems of a white coh ur. l'. Tr.

§ See Ferber, Letters on Mineralogy, p. 187, of the Germaa cditicn,

the
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the fame circumftances, are almofl: always extremely rich. The three beds of toad-

ftone*, though they always accompany limeftone, never contain ore ; and as I have

remarked before, always cut the veins. The following is an example : When a veia

has been worked in black calcareous ftone, the ore is loR fo foon as the toadftone is

approached, and the fame vein does not re-appear till the whole bed of toadftone has

been cut through ; the vein is agaiii worked, and if it prove of fufficient richnefs, it

is purfued, under the fame circumftances, to the fourth calcareous bed, which has ne-

ver yet been pafTed through. This phenomenon is without doubt, one of the moft ex-

traordinai'y and fmgular of its kind, and to account for it, is not lefs difficult. To en-

quire whether the three beds of toadftone exifted before the formation of the veins, or

to attempt to determine whether they have always prefervcd the fame folidity, would

be engaging ourfelves in hypothefes which would lead to nothing; what I have faid

a^ove, may be confirmed every day in the lead-mines of this country. My opinion is,

that the toadftone has only choaked up the veins, which confequontly have ramified,

and probably re-united in one of the lower beds ; this fuppofitiou will not appear ven-

turefome to perfons concerned with the working of mines ; for experience proves, that

veins which fork off, leaving their former diredion, very often unite at a great depth,

and then refume thsir former courfe. Another fingularity with refpefl: to beds of

toadftone, which feems to contradifl: my opinion, is that this fingular fubftance divides

the different beds, fo that a gallery inundated in the firft bed, v/ill not be of the leaft

prejudice to the works carried on in the fecond ; and the labourers in a lower gallery

will be perfedly dry, while all the upper galleries are under water.

The accidental beds, or thofe found above the accidental beds, differ extremely

throughout Derbyfliire, and each diftrift prefents fome particularity. The following

-came under my obfervation :

1

.

Red marl refting on ftriated gypfum, in a quarry of Chellaftone, three leagues

from Derby.

2. A mine of argillaceous iron, that is, a ferruginous argil of a raddilh colour^ more
or lefs indurated 5 it is commonly found above the pit-coal. I faw fome at Stanfley,

in a coal mine, which appeared under the form of a very weighty bluifli argil, and
feemed to contain much iron ; it is called ironjione. As far as I could learn, no ufe

is made of it ; and at the time I was in Derbyftiire, there was not one foundery, nor
even forge throughout the whole country. What is there called irofi-zvork, or iron-

mill, confifts of eltablilhments, where, by means of cylindrical machines, bars of iron

are flattened, which are afterwards cut into very narrow fillets for the different manu-
factures at Birmingham. Thefe eftablifiiments are at Derby, Chefterfield, Godnor,
Barton fields, Ntwmills, Pleftly, Stavely, &c.

3. Manganefe in kidney-form pieces, in the clay above the pit-coal, in feveral

places.

4. Pit-coal. It is found in very great quantity in the flat country furrounding the

Peak, and is worked in feveral places. This coal is commonly found at a little depth
beneath the vegetable earth, which, in thefe parts, is rather marly ; the roof is a
black argillaceous fchiftus, which in colour and comradnefs much rcfembles the

fchillus which forms the fecond layer of the ancient beds. Yet, on a little examina-
tion of this fchiftus, we find that it differs materially from that of the ancient beds ;

for it is always found above free-ftone which forms the iirft bed, and between the dif-

It IS very furprifing that fo fkilful a mincralogiil as M. Feiber .l-.oiild make no mention of the gieat
Kfemblancc between toad- ftooe and trapp. b\ Tr.

ferent
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fercnt banks of coal ; and this pofition alone indicates a formation poflerior to that of
the ancient beds. Independent of this, it contains a great number of imprelTions of
plants and other vegetables, while in the ancient beds none are ever difcovcred. Mod
of thefe vegetables are of the clafs of ferns, and they have a great analogy with the
ferns of America, defcribed by father Plumier. The fame imprefllons of vegetables

are fonietimes obferved in the marly beds which cover the coal in leveral places.

5. Foliated free-ftone, {J]aie')o'i im extremely fine grain, and of a greyifh yellow
colour. I faw this ftone worked in an open quarry near Matlock ; it is found in

large flags, which are ufed to pave the interior of houfes, efpecially brew-houfes. I am
not quite certain wliether this free-done belong to the accidental beds, or if it fhould

be regarded as a fimplc variety of the free-ftone which forms the firft bank of the an-

cient beds, although it be of a finer and more compatl grain. I have the fame
doubts with refpe£t to a foft free-ftone of a grey colour, which is found in beds of
little thicknefs above coal, in Derbyfliire, Staffordfhire, and at Newcaftle, and which
is there called frce-Jlone oxfand-Jlone ; it is very probable that this ftone owes its origin

to particles which have been detached from the ancient free-ftone, and carried by the

waters to this place.

6. Rotien-Jlone ; it is a kind of tripoli, full of calcareous particles ; it is of a brown
colour, of a very fine grain, and is particularly ufed for polifhing tin, cryftal, &c. ; it

is always found above coal. In M. Davila's catalogue, this fubftance is defcribed un-

der tile name oi crctafufca.

7. Stuff-ftone, Ihift' or tuff. This name has been given to a bank of calcareous

ftone of little thicknefs, and of very fine grain, though porous, which is found at the

furface, in the environs of Winfter. This ftone muft not be confounded with the ftuff-

ftone of Hubber-dale mine, which belongs to the ancient beds.

8. In the environs of Matlock-Bath, there is obferved a confiderable bed confifting

of vegetables incrufted with a calcareous niatter, which has been depofited by the warm
fprings iffuing from the mountains. In fome places this fubftance is eight yards tliick,

and of fufficient folidity for buildings, in which I have feen it employed. This bed

which daily increafes in thicknefs, covers all the hills of black calcareous ftone, in the

environs of Matlock. In the interior of this bed, the moft beautiful incruftations are

found, as well as mamellated ftalactites of a very handfome form ; I have even feen petri-

fied fliells, and lithophytes which were probably detached from one of the neighbouring

calcareous banks, and which confequently came there only by accident. I obferved

the fame produftions in the channels formed by the water flowing from the mountain,

and in which it is often feen of the height of three feet ; the bed of thefe channels was

full of mamellated ftalaftites in the form of cauliflowers. The hot baths of Matlock

are much celebrated ; theyalfo poflefs the property of incruftratiag whatever is expofed

to them.

Such is the order in which the ancient or univerfal beds, and thofe which I call ac-

cidental, appear in Derbyftiire. It remains for us to fix our attention upon the confe-

quences which have followed their finking obliquely, and the violent ruptures,

which is the more neceflluy, as it is the only means of explaining a great number of

phenomena, which are peculiar to all countries, of which the organization is fimilar

to that of Derby ftiire, and fince we fliall thence be enabled to conceive how the inferior

layers of certain beds, are fometimes found above, while the fuperior layers of the

fame bed are obferved in the vallies. But as throughout Derbyfliire the beds are feldom

horizontal, but nearly all lofe themfelves obliquely under ground, or termi-

voL. II. 3 p nate



474 FERBER's KSSAY on the ORYCTOGRAPHY of DERBYSHIRE.

nate at the furface, there fhould naturally follow a very great variety in the flolles

found above the furface, particularly in a country of no confiderable extent.

In feme parts the oblique beds arc covered by accidental beds, which increafes the

fpecies of ftones or earths found on the furface. The eScQ. of a violent rupture is ob-

ferved near Matlock High Tor, where a portion of the beds is funk to a depth of more

than 40 yards ; there is every appearance that the Derwent, which at prefent paffes

over the place where the rupture happened, was the caufe. This falling in has, how-

ever, produced a great advantage to the country, fince the valley which formerly was

frequently expofed to the inundations from the river, is now more elevated, and is be-

come a very fertile country.

We can eafily imagine that the portion of the beds which remains regular, niufl: be

more elevated than that which is funk, as we may be convinced, by the calcareous

beds which are feen uncovered ; but without admitting of a rupture, the mere finldng

may always occafion the fame phenomenon, if the place which ferves them for a bafe

affefts a furface more or lefs unequal.

At the fummit of the mountain called the High Peak, the two firft ancient beds,

that is, the reddifli free-ftone and the black fchiftus are altogether wanting, and on the

middle height the ancient beds are uncovered; but in the low part of this mountain, the

Low Peak, between Wirkefworth and Winder, the free-ftone and fchiftus re-appear of

confiderable thicknefs, and flill lower towards the town of Derby, they are obferved

at a confiderable depth, again covered by accidental beds. At Moneyafli there is no
indication of the four firft ancient beds. The grey calcareous ftone, which in the

natural order, forms the fifth bed, there is near to the furface. In Hubber-dale mine,

which is a league and a half from Moneyafti, the pits are dug through grey calcareous

ftone ; and the ore worked there, which is principally lead, is only found in the third

calcareous bed. Near Afliford, a little town a league from Moneyafh, and which

three hundred fathoms higher than the latterplace, the firft calcareous bed upon whic
the black fchiftus refts, is terminated at the furface.

0/ the Natural Caves of the Peak.

THE calcareous covering of the Peak, which traverfes the greateft part of Derby-

fhire, contains a great number of caves of different fizes. Thefe caves, which are all

in the fccond calcareous bed, moft probably owe their origin to the filtration of water

from without, or to fubterranean fprings ; moft of them abound with calcareous ftalac-

tites, of various forms and colours ; their fize is alfo very different ; thofe moft

cfteemcd are of a beautiful white, or have lively-coloured veins ; thefe latter are ftreaked

with yellow, grey, and milk-colour : they are worked at Afhford, and I have feen

vafes made of fome of the moft beautiful pieces.

There are many dcfcriptions of thefe caves, in which are fancied, la the different

forms which thefe ftalactites have alfumed, refemblances oftentimes ridiculous, with

human figures, or animals, of which perfons in many parts of Germany, efpecially

at the Hartz, in the celebrated grotto called Baumaiinjhohle, would have perfuaded

me. Without farther notice of thefe wonderful defcriptions, I fliall content myfelf

with mentionintr the moft remarkable caves of the Peak.

Poole's Hole. —This cave is near Buxton, and is rich in ftalactites ; It is faid to be
half an Engiifh mile in length, and is traverfed by a rivulet, which makes a great

roaring.

The Great Cave of Cajllcton, called the Dru/V'j A—e'xn. Engiifh.—The diameter of

this cave is computed at 150 feet. It is pretended that it communicates with Eldcn

7 Hole,
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Hole, another cave, fix or eight leagues from Caflleton, which Is nearly perpendicular,

and which, as it is laid, enlarges confidcrably towards the bottom.

Ho/en's Hole and Biirmfortb Hole are two caves near Stony INIiddleton.

Lath-Kill Arfc.—This cave is obfervcd at the diftance of a league from Moncvafli, in

the valley of Lath Kill, at Moneyalh Moor ; it is not far from the quarry of grey
marble, an appellation given to the grey lime-ftone forming part of the ancient beds.

This cave is not io large as that of CalUeton, yet, after heavy rain, there flows from it

fuch a prodigious quantity of water, that the whole valley of Lath Kill is often over-

flowed.

Of the Hot and Intermitting Springs of the Peak.

THE Peak abounds in hot fprings, which take their rife in the gaps of the moun-
tain ; moft of them are unknown, becaufe tliey are found in parts little frequented,

and remote from the high road. The moft remarkable are.

The Hot Baths of Matlock, on the fide of the calcareous hill. There are two ; the

firft is Matlock Old Bath, of which the temperature is 63 degrees of Farenheit, and

Matlock New Bath, the temperature of which is one degree hotter : the water of both

thefe baths contains calcareous particles, which incrult any objects expofed to the

water, as well as the parts over which it runs, as 1 obferved ipeaking of the accidental

bedg. During the fine weather, the baths of Matlock are much frequented.

Quarn, or Ouarnden.—A fmall place, known by its acidulated waters, which at-

tratt many perfons to it in fummer.

Buxton has a warm bath, the fmoke ilTuing from which feems to indicate artrongcr

degree of heat than it really poffefles. Near the bath I obferved many other chalybeate

fprings, of which no ufe is made.

Tidefwcll.—Here is one of thofe intermitting fprings, where the water only ilTues by
intervals : when the bafon which receives all the water has nearly loft the third part by
the continual flowing out, which is done in ten minutes, the water is feen to flow again

from the oppofite fide with fo much force, that in five minutes the whole of the bafon

is filled. Some authors, without reafon, have imagined a fubterraneous communi-
cation between the refluent fourcepf Tidefwell and the fea, and would, by the effect

of the flux and reflux, account for this phenomenon. I am inclined to think, that in

the interior of the mountain there are great cavities, the air of which ads on this

fpring.

Of the Quarries of Derbyf^ire.

THE {tones ufed for the conftrufl;ion of buildings and high roads, are taken from the

calcareous beds ; fonietimes the reddilh free-ftone is employed for the fame purpofe;

this depends upon the fituation and means of the proprietor. The houfes in general

are built of brick, and covered with flate. In many parts I faw the foliated free-ftone

employed, which is often obferved between beds of pit-coal, and which is particularly

ufed for the paving of magazines, cellars, and other fimilar conftrudions.

The manner by which grinding-ftones are here procured, appeared to me remarkable
enough : the fize is firft traced on one of the beds of free-ftone, and all the ftone

about it removed ; when the general form is obtained, feveral horizontal holes are

pierced, half a foot into the ftone towards its bafe, according to the intended thick-

nefs ; dry pieces of wood are driven into thefe holes, and in a few days fwelled by
"humidity, they caufe the ftone to fpllt.

The quarries of lime-ftone employ a great number of workmen, particularly in the

environs of Buxton : grey and black calcareous ftone are indifi:erently ufed, principally

3 P 2 thofe
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thofe pieces which are not handfome enough for ornament like marble. I,ime made
from black calcareous (lone, containing a vaft quantity of fliells, is here preferred to

that made from the grey.

The black marble obferved near Afhford, is procured from the fn-fl calcareous bed,

of which it is only a variety ; it is diflinguilhed by a greater folidity, and a beautiful

black. The grey marble, which is derived from the fecond calcareous bed, and the

quarry of which is near Lath Kill-Dale, two leagues from Bakewell, contains a great

number of entrochites ; it fometimcs has red veins, which gives it a pretty appearance.

Thcfe marbles are worked in confiderable quantities in the mills ellabiilhed near Afh-

ford, where, by the means of water, the marble is fawed and poliflied. Near the fame

place I faw a manufaftory where the beautiful lluor fpar, of the colour of the amethyd,

was worked. It is found in almoft every lead mine, and the largefl and hanJfomefl

pieces are ufed to make vafes. I have feen the ItalaSitcs which I mentioned above,

ufed for the fame purpofe, which employs a great number of workmen in the towns of

Derby, Winder, Matlock, &c.

At Chellaflone, about three miles from Derby,! obferved a quarry of plafter of Paris,

The furface of the fields near this quarry, was covered with a greyifh argil^ full of frag-

ments of a fetid (lone, and a ferruginous oker in indurated pieces of a kidney-form. Below

this argil there was a bed of reddifli marl, three yards thick, the beds of which neareft'

to the furface were friable, and ferved for manure ; but the remainder only prefented

a marly ftone of tolerable hardnefs, of which no ufe was made. Under the marl was

a bank of plafter ftone, nearly horizontal, eight ells in thicknefs. In feveral places,.

this ftone was tolerably hard, and refembled a white tranfparent alabafter, which took

a very fine polifli : fome pieces were fpotted with red, and traverfed by marly veins,

from the fuperior bank ; the remainder of the batik was a ftriated gypfum, which is par-

ticularly ufed for moulds in feveral porcelain manufaftories.

Derbyftiire abounds with coal, which is every where worked. The mine of Alferton

is the molt remarkable ; it is furnifhed with a good ftcam engine, to carry olF the fub-

terraneous watery this mine is ten leagues from Afhford : that of Stanfby and Simon-

field, had two fteam engines; one was of the ordinary form and conftruftion; the other

the invention of Mr. Barber, the proprietor of the mine, difi'ercd a little*. The pits

to defcend into this mine are perfectly round, and wholly built of brick ; they are

defccnded by means of afmallcafk, in which the perfon fupports himfclf upright, or

eife feated on the chain. I oblcrvcd in this mine four layers of coal not interfedled

with flate, as were nearly all the others, but with very thick beds of indurated argil ; this

fubftance was varioufly coloured, and often foliated ; what is here called /Vo«-_/?(5»f, is

only an argil of a dark brown, very heavy, and feems to contain much iron. The two

upper layers of coal at Staniby are not worked, becaufe it is generally believed here,

that they are of inferior quality to thofe found at a greater depth.

The mineof Stanfby is one of the deepeft that are known, and I found the depth to

be 95 yards ; the lovi-er beds of coal were only four feet thick, and all the gaps were

* The ftcam engine of Mr. Barhcr, differs principally from others, by the fleam afling horizontally,

vhilc in the others it only afts vertically ; it is the fame with rcfpedl to the cold water which is introduced

into the boiler by the fule. Almoft every coal mine in England is provided with one or two ileam engines,

and every proprietor has attcm])led fome improvement. The Dlci'wmiry of /Iris ond Sciences, Jol. London,

]';63, may be confuhtd on this fubjtct, in which the moll oidinary ftcam engines are well reprc-

fcnted.

Steam engines are certainly of great utility in a country where coal is abundant ; but incountrifs want-

ing thiBcombulllble, and where wood mull fupply its place, as 1 have obferved ut Schcmniz, in Hungary,
it generally becomes too cxpenlivc.

filled
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filled w ith pyrites ; I was even afl'ured that a confidcrable heap of galena had been
found in the midftofthis coal.

Near this mine I favv the method employed to reduce the coals to what is called

coak ; but as the method here followed is well enough known, and even well dcfcribed

in the Journals of the Arts and 'IVades, publiflied by the Royal Academy of Science?,

I have confidered it fuperfluous to d(;tail it.

Lead and calamine Mines, ivhich lobfervcd in Derbyjlme, etfcendingthe Peak.

y(fhborn.^The mines of this little place, which is twelve miles from Derby, are of

no importance, and 1 did not vifit them.

Wirkcfwortb.—A fmall town between Derby and Matlock-Bath ; in this place are a

great number of lead mines extending as far as Matlock-Bath ; in all thefe mines the

flate has been cut through, to arrive at the veins of metal which interfed; the firil and

fecond calcareous bed ; the labour is performed in galleries which have been excavated in

this ftone. In general at the furflice there is found cellular calamine*, more or lefs

ferruginous, of a brown or dark grey colour ; fometimes mixed with ferruginous oker.

At a greater depth the ore is found under the form of compaft galena, or hleyfchweif

:

there is one inftance of calamine having been worked, at the depth of 60 yards j for

thefe two minerals are never found in the fame vein. The ordinary gangart in the

mines of Wirkefworth is the calcareous fpar, and the different fpecies of calamine found

there, contain calcareous particles ; hence arifes the cffervefcence which they make
with acids. Near Wirkefworth is a mill for the purpofe of refining calamine, for the

brafs manufaftures of Birmingham, where the greater part of the Derbyfhire calamine

is ufed. The ore of white lead is fcldom found in this mine. The mineral is e::tracled

here as in other countries, by the means of a machine with horfes, the conflrudlion of

which we fhall hereafter give.

Middleton or Manny Middleton.—At a little diflance from Wirkefworth, in a vein

of this mine, fome hepatic copper has lately been difcovered, containing calcareous par-

ticles ; this mineral is covered with malachid in little ftars.

Maffon.—Near Wirkefworth, in a lead-mine, called Bacon-Rake, the miners have

actually worked into the fourth calcareous bed, and have already penetrated to the depth

of 30 fathoms.

Crumford.—A fmall town in the neighbourhood of Wirkefworth : its lead mines

arc of little importance ; but its jurifdidion (Wapentake) extends over all the preceding

mines.

Matlock.—This place poffeffes many lead-mines; the mofl: confidcrable are Hag-mine^

near Matlock New-Bath, and Old Dimple-mine, near Matlock Old-Bath. The mines

of Lady-gate and High Tor Rake, prefent nothing remarkable.

I defcended into Hag-mine by a pit which refts on the gallery which has been exca-

vated in the fecond calcareous bed, to the depth of 150 yards. The principal vein,

the diredion of which, according to the Englifii conpafs is between the eighth and

ninth hour, varies vei7 little from the weft to the eafl: ; it is about two feet thick, but

it often ramifies, which renders its working rather difficult. The water is drawn off

by a very fimple pump, which conveys it to the gallery, whence it is carried ofl" by

• M. Jars fays, that the beft calamine of Wirkefworth is full of little cavities, rcfembling thofeofa
bee-hive.

—

Y. Tr.

2 channels



478 FERBEr's ESSAV on the ORYCTOSRAPHY of DEREYSiriRS.

channels to the Derwent. In all the mines in the environs of Matlock, the firft calca-

reous bed and toadflone are conftantly obferved ; the aftual labour is performed in the

fecond calcareous bed : the gangarts which accompany the mineral of the principal

rein of Hag-mine, are as follow :

1

.

White calcareous fpar, tranfparent, with rhomboidal frafture.

2. White calcareous fpar, tranfparent, in hexaedral cr)-ftals, or boar's-tootli.

{I)og-toothfpar.')

3. Compaft calcareous fpar, of a milky white, of little or no tranfparency. This

fpar is the ordinary gangart of the lead mines.

4. Calcareous ftalaclites (Water Jerl, Dropjlone) of a milky white, or with yellowifh

ftr aks ; found in nearly all the galleries, commonly attached to the roof, but of

little thicknefs.

ij. White iluor fpar, cryftalliaed in tranfparent cubes, fometimes with a yellowifh

furtace.

6. Fluor fpar, of the colour of amethyft, in compaft fragments, or cryftallized

in cubes, in a gipfeous earth. Many of thefe cubes are hollow, and open at

top.

7. Caulk, which is alfo cidled calk, cawJ:, kewel, keble, &c. It is a kind of gipfeous

earth, very white, heavy, extremely fine graui, and as eafily cut as chalk ; this earth

is one of the moll common gangarts in the mines of Derbylhire : in Hag-mine it is

commonly found in fmall groups compofed of fpherical leaves, like the heavy fpar of

Tfchopau, in Saxony, and thefurface of which is mamellated ; it is ufed in the manu-

faGures of brafs at Birmingham, where, probably, it ferves for moulds ; it is alfo

pretended that caulk renders the regulas of' antimony more duftile, and of a clofer

gram
8- Compad galena in tolerably large pieces, fometimes found in caulk or white cal-

•careous fpar.

9. Polyedronal galena, often refembling fmall buttons.

1 o. Oftaedronal galena ; this fpecies is uncommon.
11. Compad galena. (Bk^i/hweif hy the Germam), Jfeel ere by the EngVifh.

12. Blende, in the form of buttons.

The pit by which I defcended into Old Dimple mine, and which joined the vein, was

15 fathoms in depth : the direftion of the vein was almofl; perpendicular, and pro-

ceeded between noon and the firft hour j it branched forth two narrow veins. The
miners work in the fecond calcareous bed, as in Hag-mine, and the fuperior beds were

exactly the fame. The following are the gangarts of this mine

:

!>. Milk-white calcai-eous fpar.

2. Tranfparent calcareous fpar in cubes.

3. Calcareous boar's tooth fpar, in hexaedronal cryftals, hollow, in confiderable

groups.

4. Calcareous ftaladites.

5. White fluor fpar, in cubes, covered with pyrites.

6. Caulk.
-. Pyrites upon fluor, or enclofed in galena.

S. Ferruginous oker, of a brown colour, containing lead and calamine.

9. Black-blende, compatt, and in buttons on groups of fpar. This blende was

formerly employed for the manufacture of brafs at Briflol; but fince calamine has

been found To abundant in nearly all the mines, it is fcarcoly ever ufed.

I o. Compact galena, in pieces of a tolerable fize.

Snitterton.
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Snittertof!.—The lead mines in the neighbourhood of this fmall town, are found in the

firfl; calcareous bed.

AJhoicr.— Grcgory-viine is the mod remarkable ; it contains conipa£V galena, accom-
panied with bleyJJjweifon calcareous fpar, and a fingular cryftallization of pyrites in very

thin plates, notched on the edges like a cock's comb
Wenjley.—The mines of this place are under thejurifdictionof Winfler.

Winjter.—Seven miles from WirkeRvorth. The thicknefs of the ancient beds at this

place, was as follows:.

I . Free-flone. The thicknefs is variable ; fometimes it is found covered with a
calcareous ftone of a yellowilh grey, which is here called Stuff-Jioie, 5cc.

a. Slate
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-+3Httbberdak mine^ a mile and a half from MoneyaJJj, near Bakewell ; this mine is

fathoms deep. The firft calcareous bed is here wholly wanting, as well as the firft bed

of toadflione, which is replaced by a bed of argil. The fecond calcareous'bed, or the

grey calcareous (lone, which is found immediately under this clay, in this part is full of

fliells and petrified entrochites. The principal pit of Hubber-dale-mine is cut through

this fl;one ; it is often crofled by veins of calcareous fpar, which are much inclined : in

the place of the fecond bed of toadftone, I alfo found a bed of argil. The vein which was

then worked is in the third calcareous bed ; it proceeds betvveen the 1 2 and fecond hour,

according to the Englifli compafs ; and as the inclination is very fmali, it is confequently

2.t Pipework. In this mine a ftone, which was called Sluff-ftone, was given me; but I

found that it was only a variety of that which forms the third calcareous bed ; it was

Jbft and friable between the fingers. The fubftance which here follows the third calca-

reous bed, and which in the natural order fliould be toadftone, is only a bank of greenifh

argil, fpotted with white ; it is called channel. This bank of argil has not been

pierced through, and the quality of the lower bed is therefore unknown. The gangarts

accompanying this vein, are.

Ferruginous oker of a brown colour, often mixed with caulk or calcareous

earth.

Cellular iron ore, containing pyrites; this ore is of a dark brown, fometimes changed

into hematite.

White calcareous fpar.

Pyrites in fmall quantity.

Caulk in fpheroidal plates, containing different fized pieces of very compact galena,

of a kidney form : all thefe gangarts are difpofed in thin layers or lamina, in the op-

pofite diredion of the vein. When the galena is inclofed in fmall pieces by calcareous

fpar, or caulk, it is called iroffcl-hi-eajl.

Bajlow,—In Calver-mine I found galena or vitreous white fpar.

Fq/loiu.—The lead mines of this fmall place are of little importance.

Eyam.— Lady-ivafn is the name of one of the principal mines of this place ; the richeft

vein, the diredion of whi-ch is much inclined, proceeds in the firft calcareous bed,

which is commonly covered with a flate of forty fathoms thicknefs ; calcareous fpar,

more or lefs folid, and r,7«/i{, which is here called -^^Z'/^, are the moft common gangarts.

The moft remarkable mineral of Lcid-z-ivaJ}:) is galena with a fpecular furface (llikon

fides,) which is moft commonly found in very large pieces. This mineral poffeftes the

fingular property of detaching itfelf fpontaneoufly from the vein, particularly in places

where the vein begins to grow narrow ; the violence with which this operation takes

place, is incredible ; it is often accompanied with a very great explofion, which may
even be heard at a confiderable diltance from the mine, and is coilipared to an earth-

quake ; the effeft it produces on the fcaffolding, which it not only fhakes, but alfo

breaks, is often fatal to the workmen ; and it is only by ftregthening the principal fup-

porters, by the refufe with which they fill the void fpace between the rock and thefup.

porters, that they are enabled to prevent the total deflrudion of the galleries. I law

this pradifcd in Hayclijfc-iille, one of the galleries of Lady-icajh, when threatened with

this accident. The miners could not account for this terrible phenomenon ; but I think

it may be attributed to the air, which, being greatly compreffed, cfpccially where the

vein grows narrow, forces a pafTage. The fpecular galena is commonly found in

double veins, about eight or nine inches diftant from each other, having in the middle

a bed of caulk of the thicknefs of three lines; each vein is compofed of two halves,

which unite fo well on the fmooth furface, as to appear a work of art. The miners

in
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1

in order to remove tolerably large pieces of this galena, make ufe of a fliarp iron, \vhicli

they drive vertically into the bed of caulk, fcparating the two halves of the mineral ; this

done, they all retire, for in a few minutes all the vein loofens itfelf with a great noife,

and the workmen would endanger their lives, were they not to fecure themfelves. I

was told that each explofion was preceded by a dull noife, like the found of a bell,

which was heard in the galleries, and which enabled the miners to retire in

fafcty.

Tidefiuell.—This town is four miles from Buxton ; here I faw feveral fmall quartzofe

cryftals, which prefented two pyramids joining at the bafe, and which had been found in

one of the lead mines.

Buxton.— Thirty-five miles from Derby, fome pits have been cut to the fecond cal-

careous bed ; the veins in great part are filled with white calcareous fpar, which con-

tains very little coarfe-grained galena. No machines are made ufe of to defcend into

thefe mines, but the workmen enter and retire by climbing. The fmall cryftals known
in England under the name of Buxton diamonds, which are ufed for feveral articles of

jewelry, are found detached in the environs of this town ; they are fmall quartzofe cryf-

tals, very clear, and often coloured with red.

Cajlkton.—The mines of this little town are generally poor in ore, and employ only

about 5c perfons. I obferved at the foot of Mam Torr*, a very fteep calcareous moun-
tain near Caftleton, fome galleries which directly led to a vein which terminated near-

ly at the furface. The gangait of the vein is calcareous fpar, of a milky colour ; con-

taining very little coarfe grained galena. The chief produdions of the mines of Caf-

tleton, are different vitreous fpars, which are ufed for vafes or other objeds of ornament,

according to their fize and beauty of colour. The purple fpar is the mofl common,
and by way of falband, accompanies the white \'itreous fpar ; in Englifli it is called T)er-

byjhirc blue John, blue-Jhne, 'Johnjlone. The labourers who work thefe fpars, dwell at

Derby, Winjler, Matlock, &c. in other parts of the county. All the pieces of work-
nianfhip are tranfported to Birmingham, where they are mounted in gilt copper, and
other metals. The largelf pieces of vitreous fpar found at Caflleton, are about a foot

in. length ; artificial colours are fometimes applied to thefe fpars, to increafe the luftre

and variety of the natural ones.

Oden-mine, near Cajlkton, is celebrated for the explofions of the fpecular galena,

fometimes obferved there, which are quite as dreadful as thofe of Lady-wafh at

Eyam.

Political and Economical Conjliiutien of the Mines cfDerby/hire.

ALL the mines of Derbyfhire are fituated in the highefl part of the county, called the

Feak, which is commonly divided into the High and Low Peak. Each part is fubdi-

vided into fmall diftrifts, known under the names of Liberties, Wapentakes, Manors,
which are called after the names of the towns they contain ; for example, Winjlcr-

Uberty, JJhford-manor, &c. The ordinances and ftatutes of all thefe liberties, relative

to the working of the mines, are every where the fame, with the exception of fome
particular cuftoms, and tlie right which each diftricl pofTefles of choofing an infpeftor

• The eardi and ftones which fall down, from tills mountain, form, in feveral parts, fmall hills, which
daily kicreafe in fiae, and are regarded by the common people as one of the fevcn v.'OBderi of the
Peak.

VOL. II. 3 <J of
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of the mines*. This inrpeflor, or direflor, who is called the Bannq/ier, or Deputy Bar-
mafier, partly depends on the proprietor of the land in which the mine is, and fome-
times alfo on the farmers of the mine, who may difmifs him at pleafure ; his only profit

arifes from the emolument of his employment. The j8<7rfl/^/?6V does not dired the la-

bour of the miners ; but his principal occupation is to attend to the meafurement of the

mineral which is fold to the founders, and to exacl: the tribute which belongs to the lord
of the eftate ; he alfo grants pcrmillion to perfons wifiiing to work a mine, and in fine

fettles the little difputes occafionally arifmg among the miners. Every important fuit

is decided by the tribunal of the mines, of which we fliall fpeak hereafter.

In the High Peak, the right of working mines, belongs exclufively to the king, and
the Bannajier, or diredor, is elefted, and confirmed in his fituation by the king's

farmers. All the mines of the Peak are befides infpefted by a director general (the

head Barrnajier^j who has allowances, but is equally dependant on the farmers of the

king, and the proprietors.

The direftor general alfo prefides in the grand council of mines,whichis here called the

Barmotc cotirt, and is generally compofed of they?^'iX'i7rJ and 24. jurors; the latter, when
affembled, form what is called the grand jury. In the royal mines the farmers are at

the fame time the jurors. The grand council of mines {the great Barmote court) af-

femble twice in the year, at Eafter and at Michaelmas ; the leflTer council (j:ourt oftrial)
alfo affembles every three weeks, and even oftener, if requifite.

The grand council poffeffes abfolute jurifdiftion over all things relating to the mines;

as, for example, difputes concerning boundaries, mifunderftandings between the pro-

prietors and others; it judges according to a printed code, which is generally follow-

ed ; but it can even in cafe of neceflity alter the laws. The king has a thirteenth of
all the mineral worked ; in the mines granted by conceflion, the fame benefit belongs

to the proprietor of the land. In exchange, the worker of the mines has the privilege

of cutting the neceffary wood from the nearefl royal forefl:, and employing, for his pur-

pofe, the nearefl water. According to an Englifli authorf, the king's thirteenth, ia

the diftrift of Wirkefworth alone, is valued at a thoufand pounds fterling annually.

Individuals are not permitted to work a vein on the land of another, without confent

of the proprietor, excepting perfons immediately dependant on the king, or particularly

attached to him (the king's liege people) ; thefe have the Hberty of working a vein

wherever they think proper, and they are only obliged to refpeft houfes, gardens, and
orchards ; but their works muft be carried on within rule, and according to the laws of

the mines ; in breach of thefe, the proprietor may choak up the work. See Jars^ torn.

3. P: 54 ij^';'- 16.

The proprietor of the land has always the right of the firrt: market, in the fale of the

mineral, unlefshe has arranged otherwife with the worker ; but no fale can take place

without the confent, and unlcfs in the prefence of the Barmafter, arid his meafure mull
even be ufed ; at every fale he receives a recompenfe, depending on the liberality of the

vender.

The old and abandoned mines, as well as the newly difcovered veins, cannot be
worked without a grant from the Barmafter. To perfons wifhing to work the old or

• On tM? fubjeft a work m3y be confulted, entitled, The Miner's GuUe, or a complete Miner, fyf{^.

Harily, of ShiJJteld, 1748, 8vo. and Jars, Voyage Mctallurglque, tome, iii p. 538 ; the jurifprudence of tlie

rnines of the county of Derby. .-..:'.' • :: .{rit

The relation between the ordinances of the mines of Derbyshire, and thofe of Saxohv and Germany,
renders it proljable that the ancient Saxons introduced the art of mining into England. F. Tr.

f A Tiiur through Great Biitaln, vol. iii. London, 17731 Bvo. p. yd.

aban-
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abandoned mines, a csrt?im portion (rncqj'nre ofground) is granted; 32 yards in th-
High Peak, and 29 in the Loio Peak ; that is, half of the portion on each lido of tho pif.

For a new vein, a double portion is allowed ; 58 yards for the Low Peak, and 64. for
the High Peak, according to the diredion of the vein. The proprietor of the land,

in like manner, receives a half meafure on each fide of the pit, for all the new veins :

the Barmafter alfo grants, to every worker of a mine, a place without it, neceflary for
vvafhing and feparating the ore, as well as for refufe, and a path to his work. The
emoluments of the Bann,iJ}er are fixed at a difi»*, or about 70 pounds weight of ore,

which he always takes from the firft produce. In an old and abandoned mine, the
proprietor of the land receives nothing.

The portions granted by concellion, are marked at the furface by holes, in which
a kind of wooden crofs is fixed, called y?ou'(?j' or crojfcs, ferving as a boundary. The
removal or alteration of this limit, is feverely punifhed ; and ihofe who work the mines,

are bound to guard their prefervation ; in default of which, they forfeit iheir right of
grant.

The mines of Derbyfliire are worked by companies or focieties. The members of

thefe focieties are commonly wealthy people, who work feveral mines at once, and
divide the fharesf at their will. The fuperintendance of thefe mines, is generally en-

truded to an honeft and able perfon of the diftrift, who afts, at the fame time, in the

capacities of a geometrician^ juror, and fecretary to the fociety ; and who alfo fells the

mineral. It may eafily be conceived, that a fingle man cannot bellow the neceflary

attention on fo many occupations ; every thing is in confcquence carried on with

negligence, and the working of the mines is in general fo little within rule, that it is

only the extreme richnefs of the mineral which can counterbalance the lolfes of the

proprietors, arifing from an unikilful adminiftration.

The covenants with the workmen are renewed every fix weeks ; at the fame period

the ore is fold to the founders, who then affemble there in great numbers.

There are adually three lead founderies in Derbyfiiire, belonging to very wealthy

merchants^. The lead is generally conveyed to London through Derby, or elfe, fent

to Hull in Yorkfhire, whence it pafles to foreign countries. The ore is fold to the

founders at the rate of feven or eight pounds flerling, the ton§ ; the melted lead is,

in faft, worth 15 guineas per 24 hundred weight.

The miners of Derbyfliire are, in general, robufl: and enterprifing people ; they are

called, in Englifli, Peakrills ; their falary is very fmall, as is that ol all miners, when
the laborious and dangerous nature of their employment is confidered.

Working of the Mines of DerbyJIjirc, and the Machines employed.

THE mountains of Derbyfliire prefent to the naturalifl a gfeat number of curious ob-

jefts; but they are much lefs interefting to thofe who only regard the working of the

mines, for, in general, this branch of iudullry is in a deplorable condition|(. The

• A di(h is a meafure for the mineral, commonly weighing 60 or 70 pounds, more or lefs accordiug to

its quality. See Jnrs, torn. 3. p. 539.

\ Tliefe (hares are called Kiixe in German.

j The number of founderies has increaft d fincc M. Ferber was there. F. Tr.

j The ton contains iwcnty hundred weight, each Uundred weight, a hundred ard twelve pounds, Enir-
lifli weight.

|{
All authors agree as to the bad adminiftration of the mines of England, and the defective method of

working them; we may read what Mr. Kirwan fays on this fubjcft, iu the preface to his Mineralogy.
F. Tr.

3 Q 2 number
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number and richnefs of the veins are, perhaps, the caufe of the want of that attention

which is fo much admired in theother enterprizes of that enlightened nation, and I am led

to thinkthat the confiderable revenues, which the proprietors condantly derive fromthefe

mines, render them infenfible to further profit. It is pretended, that it is for political

reafons that the general admini ft ration of the mines is on lb bad a footing as we fee it.

My knowledge of the conftitution of England is too limited to decide whether a better

arrangement would be dangerous ; but 1 am well convinced, that this branch of induf-

try will never arrive to a high degree of perfection, unlefs a fupreme council be elta-

blifhed over the mines, with unlimited pov\ er to i-eform all abufts.

It is but a very few years fince the Englifli began to pay attention to the ftudy of

mineralogy*, while in moll other parts of natural hiltory, they have long poifelled

learned men of very great merit. I think I may, with fome reafon, fay that mine-

ralogy in England is flill in its ci"adle, and it is not long fince the Cornifh miners

threw away the bizmuth with the refufe, as a fubllance perfedly ufelefs ; and they

would have remained in the fame error, had it not been for Dr. Schlofler of Amfter-

damt- What I am about to relate of the internal conftrudlion of the mines and foun-

deries, will qualify my readers to judge of the reft.

Inalmoft every part of Derbylhire, the veins are fufficiently rich, and the rock fo

folid, that they are relieved from the expence of fcaftblding ; but it will appear fur-

prifing to learn, that even fteps and ladders are neglected. Every overfcer diredls the

labour of the mines according to his ability ; and as economy is fought as much as

pollible, the timber of the mines is every where in fo bad a condition, and the pits fo

ill conrtrucled, that it is iinpoflible to form an idea of it. In a great number of the

mines, the labourers afcend and defcend, by climbing on bad fteps at the riik of their

lives. In fome pits near Winftcr, fteps are managed in the four corners of the pit,

without order, and too diflant from each other; in others, the pieces of wood ferving

for the ladder-fteps are fo badly faftened, or fo near the fide of the pit, that the foot

cannot be fixed ; in fine, I have feen Hoping fteps and almoft rotten, which is certainly

a proof of extreme negligence. Conceive the danger of defcending a pit more than

40 fathoms in depth, and perpendicular, like that of Hubber-dale, on fteps of fuch

little folidity

!

Fire wiis formerly ufed in the working of the mines, as appears from the ordinan-

ces : at prefent //(/(• /Wi/u'j- and Iwring-maivs alone are ufed j fometimes gunpowder is

employed.

'liie miners werk by the day, or according to a certain rate. The day is of fix

hours ; tut thofe who work at a certain rate, can only be dilcharged at the end of

every fix weeks ; they receive three, four, and five pounds fterling the fathom, ac-

cording to the quality uf the rock, but they are obliged to furnifti the powder them-

felves, and to cleanfe the ore.

The fepai"ation of the ore is performed without the mine, by means of a large hani-

mcr or biickcr ; women and children are generally employed tur this purpofe.

The mineral is cxtraSed by means of a windlafs, and by machines with horfes : in

mines of great depth, the latter are generally eftablifhed in an elevated place without any

* I am «tllacqiiaiiittil with the woiks of VVniKKvaid, Hill, niul Mciultz tla CoHa. M Forftcr, a lc;i n-

fdGtiniaii, ims i'.llo piibliflied an Ed'.iy on Miiicralog) in Englilli ; in like mjinner [ night cite ihe Er^-

lilh ttanfl.iUDn of the niincialogy of Cronll.idt, executed by niy friend and conntrjniaii M d' Enyllrcm ;

hut it is to be lamciittd that the perlon to whom the edition was entinllcd has been allowed to make altcra-

ti()iis which sre nowifc favourable to the work.

f tec Forhtfr, Niitiiral h'l^ ory of Cornivtili, OxforJ, 175-, fol.

covering.
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covering, furrounded with a little wall. One of the bed machines of this kind, was

that of llubberdale ; all the others I faw, were conflrucled on nearly the fame model,

except that they were loo maify, and the circle was of too large a diameter, and too

narrow : I have feen feme of thcfe engines made with two boards nearly circular, on the

edges of which fome bad planks were nailed.

Vo carry off the water, hand pumps and water engines are generally ufed. Steam

engines are only employed in coal mines : it is true that in mines of little depth, thefe

machines are I'ufiicient, and it would even be imprudent to eltablifli more expcnfive

ones ; but I believe that in general the ufe of thefe machines is continued here, becaufe

they have been once introduced, and that too little attention is paid to the improvements

thcie works require.

Preparation of the Ore.

THE mineral containing the lead is cither compact or inclofed. The compacl needs

no other preparation than to be broken, by means of a large hammer, into pieces of

a moderate fize. The ore enclofed by, or mixed with, other fubflances, requires to

be feparated from its gangart ; in this labour, which employs women and children,

there is fo little care, that a great part of the metal is thrown away with the

refufe. Stamping and wafliing* are not yet introduced, but a particular method is

employed to feparate the ore from the gangart and earthy particles, which is a

very imperfe£l kind of wafliing, and as defcdive as the labours of thefe mines in

general.

lead Founderies.

THREE principal founderies are reckoned in Derbyfliire, belonging to wealthy indi-

viduals : the ore melted here is piirchafed from the mines in the environs, perfeSly

cleanfed. The teft kiln is generally introduced throughout Derbyfliire and is perhaps the

befl; invention of this country. This furnace has been defcribed, though very impcrfecL-

ly, by M. Jufti, in the third volume of his chemical works, and it is impoihble to

form a precife idea of it after fo bad a defcriptioii ; that given by M. Jars (torn. ii. Voy-

ages Metallurgiques) is infinitely fuperior, and executed with the greateft care ; the

plates accompanying the defcription of M. Jars leave nothing wanting on the fub-

jed.

As the methods purfued in the founderies of this country are alike, I fliall only

mention what I obfervcd at Wirkefworth. The ore is not broiled before being in-

troduced into the furnace, but a certain quantity of quick-lime is added. I cannot

applaud this method, becaufe it is evident, that great part of the metal is exhaulted

by the arfenical and fiflphureous particles which volatilife it ; befides, the quick-lime

which is added, produces, with the fulphureous particles, a kind of hepar, which

diflblves the lead, and probably converts a very great proportion of this metal into litharge

or fcoria ; for this reafon it is neceffary here to melt their fcoria a fecond time in a fmall

blow furnace.

1 hough in general the lead of Derbyfliire does not appear to contain much filver, it is

wrong not to have the matter afcertained by good aflfays j for nothing varies fo much as

the contents of ore.

• According to the metlioJ followed iii Germany and Hungary.

2 Copper
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Copper Foundenes.

THE copper ore melted at Derby, two leagues from Simonfield, is worked at Edon-
J.vll, in Stafford/liire*. There is nothing remarkable in the procefs ; the ore being

broiled, is melted in furnaces. Among the ores melted here, I obfcrved fome laminated

pyrites of cryflallized copper, fome in the form of buttons, others of a bright luftre,

upon a mamellated gypfeous fparf.

Preparation of Calamine.

THE lead mines between Wirkefwoi-th and Matlock Bath, aftbrd the greatefl quan-

tity of calamine ; the colour is commonly white, yellowilh, or brown, of a cellular

or compact t^^xture. The ore is firft reduced to pieces of a moderate fize by means
of a large hammer, then fifted, in order to feparate it from the ferruginous and other

extraneous bodies ; it is afterwards broiled in a kind of fmelting furnace, at the top

of which is another little furnace, which ferves to dry it. The calamine being broiled is

taken to the mill, where by means of two horizontal ftones, it is reduced to a very fine

powder ; but as this preparation cannot take place without humidity from time to time,

it is neceffary to dry it in the Httle furnace I have jufl: mentioned. Nearly the whole

of the calamine prepared here is tranfported in calks to Birmingham, where a very

great quantity is employed in the different brafs manufadlures.

In feveral lead mines there is found a calamine in powder, mofl commonly very

impure ; it generally contains argil and much fand, which are feparated by wafhing

in German chejh. Another procefs formerly ufed in England, has been communi-
cated to me by INI. Cramer, a celebrated German chemift ; this procefs confills in

broiling by the fire of flame, in a fmall furnace of calcination, the calamine which con-

tains lead ; by this means the lead is melted, and the calamine becomes very friable.

The broiled calamine is then placed on planks, the pofition of which is a Httle

oblique,* where children, with fmall boards faltened to the feet, crulh it by treading

on it. The water, which is conveyed over the whole furface of the calamine,

waihes away the finefl: parts, which are received in little boxes, but the lead re-

mains on the planks, where it is retained by little borders fixed at the extre-

mities.

Formerly blende broiled was employed as calamine, particularly in the envi-

rons of Briltolj, where are a great number of brafs manufaftures. The blende ufed,

was brown and compaft, but broiling was fufficient to render it friable ; this was

performed in a fquare furnace with a conical chimney, in which the fulphur contained in

the ore was fublimated ; the remainder was then reduced into very fine powder in a

common mill.

ManufaBure of Minium.

SEVERAL proceffes are known to make minium§, particularly that defcribed by M.
Jufii, in his Chemical Opufcula ; but this author is miflaken when he fays, that in

• A more detailed account of tlicfe foundcries is given by M. Jars. See Voyages Metallurgiques, torn,

iii. p. 75.

f !V"i. Fnrller's CalHlojjut, 17^3, p- 2.

X M. Jars lias dcfcrll)cd with his ufual accuracy the rcfults of his own experience relative to this fub-

ytik. Voyage MctallurjriqneR, iii 106.

j The bed work vvhiL-h has been given on the preparation of minium, is the German work of M. Nofe,

uiidcr the tide, Abhandlung -voa Mennigbrenneit, Nuremburg, 1779, tivo.

4 England
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England galena is employed for this purpofe ; I have been in a manufadure of minium at

Wirkefworth, and I can aflarm that the purefl lead is there employed. The furnace

of Wirkefworth, to reduce the lead to minium, is very well defcribed by M. Jars
;

the plate he has annexed to his defcription is very accurate, and enables the reader to

form a veiy exaft idea of this operation, which has always been carefully concealed

from travellers.

At Wirkefworth there are always two furnaces under the fame roof; in each fur-

nace 2240 pounds of lead are calcined, with, the aid of pit-coal, and by ftirring the

melted lead continually during 6 or 7 hours, while the fird calcination lafls. The
calx of the lead appears, after this firft operation, under the form of grey powder,
bordering in a very fmall degree on the yellowifli. To give a red colour, this pow-
der is pounded by an horizontal mill-done, moillcning it from time to time ; after the

whole mafs has been well pounded, and again diluted with a fufficient quantity of

water, it is paiTed through a very fine fieve, in order to feparate all the grofs parti-

cles. This powder, well waflied and fifted, is a fecond time calcined in a furnace

perfectly refcmbling the firlh Minium fells, free of carriage to Hull, at the rate

of 16 pounds the ton, or 2240 pounds weight. The greate.l: part of the minium
manufadured here, pafles to Holland, where great ufe is made of it in the glafs

houfes.

Manufadure of Porcelain at Derby.

THIS muft not be confounded with the manufafture of earthen-ware, which is alfo

in the environs of the town. As the manufafture of porcelain is kept fecret in Eng-

land, I could not obtain all the information I wifhed on this fubject. The following

is the account I have gathered. I was alTured at London, that in all the maimfac-

tures of this kingdom, as at Chelfea, Worcefter, Derby, &c. the fteatite of Corn-

wall (^foaprock*) was employed, mingled with a good apyrous argil. I was alfo in-

formed with refpeft to the porcelain of Derby, by Dr. Small of Birmingham, that

calcareous fubftances, mingled with others extremely fufible, were only employed, and

that the kind of enamel or pafte which refulted from this mixture, was ground afrefh,

and furnifhed the pafte for the Derby porcelain. I have reafon to think this informa-

tion not without foundation, on account of the great number of calcined oyfter fliells

which I faw employed in that manufacture.

Mr. Cookfworthy, an apothecary of Plymouth, has obtained the privilege of efta-

blilliing a manufacture of porcelain in that town. The fubftance ferving for bafe to

this porcelain, is a granite found at St. Stephen's near Piymouthf. This granite, of

wiiich I have feen fpccimens, was'compofed of a reddifli felfpar, in pieces of a tolerable

fize, quartz in fmall grains, and black fcaly mica.

Maniifadure of Earthen-ware.

THIS ware of which there are manufaftures at Derby, Burflem, and Worcefter, is

every where known ; the Englifli call it ftone ware. All the manufa£lures employ

nearly the fame materials and purfue the fame courfe : the bafe is either a white argil, ex-

tremely fine, or pipe-clay, which is found in Cornwall, near Tinmouth. When by

\. ,,

* This fieatite is found near Cape Lizard, in the county of Cornwall.

+ Tliis granite is adlually worked on the account of Mr. Wedgwood, an ingenious artifl, and known

by the maikr pieces of earthenware from his Etrurian inanuf.ifture in Derbyshire. E. Tr.

means



488 F£RBER*S ESSAY ON THE ORYCTOGRAPHY OF DERBYSHIRE.

means of wafliing this earth is reduced to an impalpable parte, it is mixed with a fifth

part of its weight of common filex, calcined, and reduced to a very fine powder. As
the excellence of this ware depends in great meafure on the intimate mixture of thefe

two fubftances, great care is taken that they are well diluted in a fufficient qumtity of

water, the only means of mingling them well. The method of working this mafs for

the different kinds of earthen ware, is known, and therefore needs no defcription : the

moft common fort of this ware, or the white ware, receives no other glofs than that it

receives from fea-falt, which is thrown into the furnace when the baking is nearly com-

pleted ; but the fined, which is the yellow, receives a yellowilh varnifh, after which, it

is a fecond time put into the furnace.

The filex employed in the manufaftures of Derbyfliire, is never found in that coun-

ty, and is generally brought from the coafl: of Norfolk*.

* The information M Fcrber has given us concerning the different Englifh manutac'hires, is very im-

perfe(S, compared with what M. Jars has fince pubhfhed in hia Voyage Metallurgiquc. For this reafon we
entreat our readers to confult this work whenever they are anxious to Ije more particularly informed on

many fubjefts which M. Fcrber has but flightly touclied upon. In the fame work of M. Jars, there are

/"ome very exaft engravings of feveral machines and furnaces, of which M. Ferbcr was not able to procure

latlsfaftory intelligence, and which for the fame reafon have been omitted in this tranflation. (Note of thi

French Tranflator).

IRA-
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TRAVELS, CHIEFLY ON FOOT, THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND,
IN 1782, DESCRIBED IN LETTERS TO A FRIEND. BY CHARLES P. MO-
RFTZ, A LITERARY GENTLEMAN OF BERLIN, TRANSLATED FROM THE
GERMAN, BY A LADY.

PREFACE BY THE EDITOR.

ONE of the nioft diflinguifliing features in the literary hiflory of our age and coun-

try, is the palFion of the public for voyages and travels. Of the books that have
lately been pubiiflied, there are none, novels alone excepted, that, in point of number,
bear any proportion to them. A fpot on the globe can hardly be named, whither fonie

of our adventurous countrymen have not penetrated, and with a public fpirit, and a

degree of benevolence hardly inferior to their courage, what they have feen, they have
publilhed. Firft encouraged and promoted by royal munificence, it is equally to the

credit of the fovcreign and his fubjefts, that both travelling, and the writing of travels,

have become fafhionable ; and the prevailing objedls of the public tafte. Such has
been our national partiality to travellers and travelling that there are inftances of enter-

prifmg and benevolent men, who have vifited foreign countries, merely that they might
inform their countrymen what they heard and faw: nay fome have been fo anxious to

gratify this national curiofity, that more than one well-received and ufeful book of
travels might be named, written by perfons who never were travellers.

A firailar tafte actuated the people of France, as long as they continued to be a
civilized people. Our rivals in every thing, they alfo were the only people, who had
any pretenfions to vie with us either as travellers, or the writers of travels. But, it is

not mere national vanity to fay, that the Englifli, now at leaft, far excel the French both

in the quantity and quality, of their books of travels. It does not feem difficult to

account for this. The French, in general, are fo well fatisfied with themfelves, that,

where no political interefts intervene, they are feldom much interefted about any other

people: and they travel and write their travels, not fo much with any view of improv-
ing themfelves or their countrymen, as to be gratified by an opportunity of difplaying

their fuperiority to all other nations. It is fair to fuppofe alfo, that, like moft other

nations, they really have lefs curiofity, than has always marked the charader of Eng-
Hfhmen. Still, it needs neither to be denied or concealed, that many Frenchmen have
been great travellers, and have alfo pubiiflied many valuable books of travels. It is

remarkable, however, that whilft many Britons, who have rambled but a few weeks in

France, have been fo obliging on their return, as to favour their countrymen with a

full and true account of all that they heard and feen during their peregrinations,

hardly any Frenchman has even given any account (and certainly not any good ac-

count) of thefe kingdoms. If Frenchmen who, more than any other nation, vifited

England, have feldom thought it worth their wliile to tell the world what they thought
ol us and our country, it was flill leis to be expefted from the inhabitants of other

countries ; who, if not lefs in the habit of travelling, are certainly lefs in the habit of
publifliing their travels.

It may feem, perhaps, to abate a little of that ftrong idea of French vanity, with

which it is hardly pofiible for Engliflunen not to be imprefled, to own, as impartiality

i-equires we fhould, that the accounts which natives of France have given of their own
kingdom, do not, probably, much exceed thofe given of it by natives of Great Britain,

VOL. n. 3 R either



6/4 MORITz's TRAVULS through several parts of ENGLAND.

either In minutenefs or accuracy, or even in number. Thefe tours into France, how-

ever, or any other foreign tours, bear no proportion to the almoft countlefs number of

excurfions and defcriptions, given not only of ourifland in general, but of almoft every

particular part of it, by Britons. So copious indeed are thefe publications, that the

valetudinarian, or the inactive man, may now, at his eafe, obtain full and exaft infor-

mation of every place, and every circumftance relative to our local hillory, without

flirring from his own fire-fide.

It is natural for every man to be partial to that country which he has the happinefs to

call his own : and for a native of this favoured land, not to be confcious of its fuperior

value is fomething worfe than ftupidity. Still, however, it is neceflary, proper, and
defirable, for the people of any country not to form their judgments of themfelves en-

tirely by their own obfervations ; but to learn and know what opinions and v/hat judg-

ments are formed of them by perfons, who cai.not be fufpeQed of being under any

undue bias. It is particularly proper for Engliflimen, who havefo long allowed them-

felves the great liberty of giving their unreferved opinions of others. But amidft all

our ftores of domeftic, as well as travelling, anecdotes, fuch a view of England feems to

be ftill a defideratum.

That the humble volume now fubmitted, with all poflible deference to the candour

of the Englifli nation, in an Englilh drefs, will fill up this gap in the literary hiftory

of the times, it might perhaps be deemed prefumption confidently to fuppofe. All

that the editor of it ventures to hint on the fubjeft, is, that it contributes fomething to-

wards it ; and that though this hafty (ketch of our metropolis, and this fhort tour

through a part of our kingdom by a foreigner, be far enough from being fuch an one
as he could have wiflied to have brought forward, and would have brought forward,

had there been a choice, it is the only one of the kind of a recent date, that he has

happened to fee. And though he is aware, that its contents are not of a nature likelj

to command a very general attention, and certainly not fuch as a profeifed book-maker,

in the habit of catering for the public tafte, would have provided, yet is it not without

merit, and merit of a kind particularly entitled to the refped of EnglUhmen.

Befides the more obvious advantages likely to refult from our occafionally liftening

to the remarks and opinions of other travellers, than thofe alone of France and our

own country, it might not perhaps be without its ufe fometimes to confult them, if it

were only on the fcore of compofition. There is a manner of thinking, and a ftile of

writing, peculiar to every nation. An Englifhman, for inftance, would no more think

of defcribing a country, or a people, with the minute prolixicy of Germans in ge-

neral, than he would of criticifing a work of tafte with the phlegm of a Dutch com-
mentator, or with the elaborate and clofe precifion of an argument on a theological

thefis. Yet whilft we thus confine ourfelves entirely to our own modes, it is poflible

we may overlook many little latent improprieties in our writings, to which cuftom now
reconciles us ; but which, it is probable, would be apparent to us, by being compared
with the fimilar writings of a different nation. By bringing our writings to this teft,

we ftiould learn perhaps, that though we do already excel, we may yet be more excel-

lent. That, in general, our books of travels are fuperior to thofe of moft other people,

will be contefted by no competent judges ; but, it by no means follows, that we have

attained the acme of perfection in this fpecies of writing. One glaring error into which

our writers of travels, as well as the writers of hiftory, have fallen, the Editor hopes

to be pardoned for mentioning ; becaufe, as he is neither a traveller, nor an author, he

cannot well be fufpeded of being prompted either by jealoufy or by envy. It is no
longer fufficicnt, that a book is inllruftlve and ufeful, it muft alfo be entertaining : and

hence



MORITz's TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND. 6j

^

hence books of travels might be named, and hiftories too, written fo much in the

manner and charafter of novels, as actually to have become ftock-books on the flielvcs

of circulating libraries. There cannot be a more degrading condefccnfion, than it is

for writers of abilities thus meanly to flatter a falfe tade. From this fault at leaft, the

volume now prefented to the public, is exempt. Our German does not deal in the mar-

vellous ; neither does he afied: to be fentimental. On a fine profpeft, it is to be owned,

he loves to dwell, and defcribe, with fome degree of rapture ; but he does not bewilder

either iiimfelf or his readers in the fairey fcenes of pifturefque beauty. His matter is

not always highly important, yet is it never beneath the notice ofeven a wife man ; for

though we may perhaps but rarely admire his genius,we cannot but refpeft his goad fenfe.

Confidering to how many richer feafts of the kind we have lately been invited, that

fome of the firfl: rate geniufes of our age have traverfed our kingdom, as it were, on
purpofe to defcribe it, and that, as if their own immediate communications were not

iufficicntly alluring, their works have been (till farther fet off by all the charms that

the elegant art of engraving can give them, it may feem little lefs than prefumption to

hope, that the wanderings on foot of a poor, obfcure, German paftor, from London
into Derbyfhire, will attra£t many readers. It fliould be remembered, however, that

good fcnfe belongs exclufively to no age, profeflion, or fl;ation ; and that good fenfe,

when accompanied by good nature, will always be fure to engage attention. Both thefe

qualities our traveller will be found to polTefs, in no ordinary degree. Even when he

is miftaken, he apppears to be an intelligent man ; and fo candid and mild, that even in-

dignities have not provoked him to ufe a (:ngle fliarp exprefllon.

The work is faid to have been well received at Berlin, and in Germany in general ; a

circumitance by no means beneath the notice of Britifli readers. For it may deferve

to be refleded on, whether this may not be one of the cafes, in which Foreigners are as

likely to form a fair eftimate of a work, as we are. If they are not fo well acquainted

with the fubjefts of which it treats, they are alfo lefs to be fufpefted of prejudice. Still,

however, it is admitted, that, without any impeachment of their judgments on either

fide, thofe parts may be deemed of moft value to a German, which an Englifliman

thinks of the lead. To the former, for inftance, it may be of fome moment to know
what reception foreigners of all defcriptions are likely to meet with in England : but

\»hat Enghfhman can be very anxious to know,how the land-lords and land-ladies of low

ale-houfes deport themfelves towards an itinerant Foreigner, of perhaps no very promif-

ing appearance? And an attentive obferver of human naturf, whatever be his country or

fituation, will not be difpleafed to fee men and things in fcenes and circumftances which

have hitherto efcaped his notice, only, becaufe they are common. If fome of the

incidents here related be, after all, confeffedly infignificant, or even palpably erroneous,

ftill it may not be without ufe for us to rcfleft, that were many of our writers of travels,

who have juftly acquired no ordinary celebrity among us, to be tried and judged of by
perfons in the countries which they have defcribed, it is more than probable, that

many of their accounts of things, which have been admired in England, would there be

rejefted as frivolous or falfe. It is obvious to remark, that any opinions formed by an

hafty traveller, who tarrieth but a day, mull; needs be formed at much hazard. When,
therefore the candid reader may find himfelf fometimes tempted to fmileat the fimplicity

of this good-natured German, vvhofe hafty opinions of our people and our country

could rot but be oftentimes crude and inaccurate, let him alfo be juft enough to refleft

that fuch muft be the cafe alfo with fcnfible foreigners, wken they read our books of tra-

vels into other coumi'ies.

3 R 2 All



6y6 MORITz's TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND,

All that the editor prefumes farther to add, is, that the tranflation is the firfl per-

formance ot the kind of a very young lady ; whofe name, if it had been thought proper

to mention it, would be indifferent to no lover of found and deep learning, and exem-
plary piety. It is her pride, and her confolation, to be one of the daughters of a ve-

nerable man, who is mentioned with all the refpeft due to him in the enfuing letters.

And, young as flie is, this is not the firlt time fhe has folicited and obtained Britilh pa-

tronage, and Britifh proteftion. And now, with all the diffidence natural to her lex

and her years, flie entreats, that this her maiden elTay in literature may be received as

a tender of her heart-felt gratitude. The editor has revifed the tranflation, which,

though far from being fervile, or even always literal, he thinks fufficiently faithful.

Some little (liffnefles, it is poflible, may flill remain : but it has been the aim of the

tranflator, without departing from the fenfe of the author, to exprefs that fenfe in luch

a way as flie fuppofed her author would have done, had he been of London, rather

than of Berlin. And this aim flie feems, in general, very happily to have ac-

complifhed.

TRAVELS, &c. &c.

On th.' Thames, 31/? May.

AT length, my deareft Gedike, I find myfelf fafely landed on the happy fhores of

that country, a fight of which has, for many years, been my moll earnefl: wifli ; and

whither I have fo often, in imagination, tranfported myfelf. A few hours ago, the

green hills of England yet fwam imperfectly before our eyes, fcarcely perceptible in

the diftant horizon : they now unfold themfelves on either fide, forming as it were a

double amphitheatre. The fun burfts through the clouds, and gilds alternately the

fhrubs, and meadows, on the diftant (hores ; and we now efpy the tops of two mafl;s

of fhips jufl; peeping above the furface of the deep. What an aweful warning to adven-

turous men ! We now fail clofe by thofe very fands, (the Goodivi/i') where fo many un-

fortunate perfons have found their graves.

The fhores now regularly draw nearer to each other : the danger of the voyage is

over ; and the feafon for enjoyment, unembittered by cares, commences. How do we
feel ourfelves, we, who have long been wandering, as it were, in a boundlefs fpace, on
having once more gained profpeds, that are not without limits ! I fliould imagine, our

fenfations as fomewhat like thofe of the traveller, who traverfes the immeafurable deferts

of America, when fortunately he obtains a hut wherein to flielter himfelf ; in thofe mo-
ments he certainly enjoys himfelf ; nor does he then complain of its being too fmall.

It is indeed the lot of man to be always circumfcribed to a narrow fpace ; even when
he wanders over the moft extenfive regions ; even when the huge fea envelopes him all

around, and wraps him clofe to itsbofom, in the ad, as it were, of fwallowing him up
in a moment : flill he is feparated, from all the circumjacent immenfity of fpace only

by one fmall part, or infignificant portion, of that immenfity.

That portion of this fpace, which I now fee furrounding me, is a mofl delightful

feleftion from the whole of beautiful nature. Here is the Thames full of large and
fmall fhips, and boats, difperfed here and there, which are either failing on with us, or

lying at anchor j and there the hills ©neither fide, clad with folbft, and mild a green,

13 as
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as I have no where elfe cvci- fecn equalled. The charming banks of the Elbe, which I

fo lately quitted, arc as much furpalFcd by thefc fliores, as autumn is by iprin^ ! I fee

orcry where nothing but fertile and cultivated lands ; and thofe living hedges which in

Kngland more than in any other country, form the boundaries of the green corn-fields,

and give to the whole ot the diftant country, the appearance of a large and majeflic

garden. The neat villages and fmall towns, with fundry intermediate country feats,

fugged ideas of profperity and opulence, which it is not poilible to defcribe.
'1 he profped towards Gravefcnd is particularly beautiful. It is a clever little town,

built on the fide of an hill ; about which there lie hill and dale, and meadows, and
arable land, intermixed with pleafure grounds and country feats ; all diverfified in the

mod agreeable manner. On one of the highed of thefe hills near Gravefend, dands
a wind-mill, which is a very good objeft, as you fee it at fome didance, as well as part

of the country around it, on the windings of the Tham.cs. But as few human pleafures

are ever complete and perfeft, we too, amidlt the plcafing contemplation of all thde
beauties, found ourfelves expofed, _ on the quarter-deck, to uncommonly cold and
piercing weather. An unintermitting violent Ihower of rain has driven me into the

cabin ; where I am now endeavouring to divert a gloomy hour, by giving you the

defcription of a pleafing one.

Loudon, 111 jfuiie.

THIS morning thofe of us who were fellow paflengers together in the great cabin,

being fix in number, requefted to be fet on fliore, in a boat, a little before the veflel

got to Dartford, which is dill fixteen miles from London. This expedient is generally

adopted, inflead of going up the Thames, towards London ; where, on account of

the adonifhing number of fhips, which are always more crouded together the nearer,

you approach the city, it frequently requires many days before a fhip can finifli her

paflage. He therefore who wifhes to lofe no time unnecefFarily, and widies alfo . to

avoid other inconveniences, fuch as frequent doppages, and, perhaps, fome alarming

dafhings againd other fliips, prefers travelling thofe few miles by land in a pod chaife,

which is not very expenfive, efpecially when three join together, as three paflengers pay

no more than one. This indulgence is allowed by aft of parliament.

As we left the vetfel we were honoured with a general huzza, or, in the Engll/li

phrafe, with three cheers, echoed from the German failors of our fhip. This nautical

flyle of bidding their friends farewell, our Germans have learned from the Enghdi.
The cliff where we landed was white and chalky, and as the didance was not great,

nor other means of conveyance at hand, we refolved to go on foot to Dartford ; inv

mediately on landing we had a pretty deep hill to cUnib, and, that gained, we arrived

at the fird Englifh village, where an uncommon neatnefs in the dructure of the

houfes, which in general are built with red bricks, and flat roofs, flruck me with a

pleafing furprize, efpecially when I compared them with the long, rambling, inconve-

nient, and fingularly mean cottages of our peafants. We now continued our way
through the different villages, each furnifhed with his dafi'j and thus exhibited no re-

mote refemblance of a caravan. Some few people who met us feemed to ftare at us,

(truck, perhaps, by the fmgularity of our drefs, or the peculiarity of our manner of

travelling. On our route we paffed a wood where a troop of gypfies had taken up
their abode, around a fire, under a tree. The country, as we continued to advance,

became more and more beautiful. Naturally, perhaps, the earth is every where pretty

much ahke, but how different is it rendered by art ! How different is that on which I

now
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now tread from ours, and every other fpot I have ever feen. The foil is rich even to exu-

berance, the verdure of the trees and hedges, in (liort the whole of this paradifaical re-

gion is without a parallel ! The roads too are incomparable ; I am aftonilhed how they

have got them fo firm and folid ; every ftep I took I felt, and was confcious, it was

Englilh ground on which I trod.

We breakfafted at Dartford. Here, for the firft time, I faw an Englifh foldier, in

his red uniform, his hair cut fliort and combed back on his forehead, io as to afford a

full view of his fine broad manly face. Here too I firfl: faw (what I deemed a true Eng-
lifli fight) in the ftreet, two boys boxing.

Our little party now feparated, and got into two poft-chaifes, each of which hold

three perfons, though it mufl: be owned three cannot fit quite fo commodioufly in thefe

chaifes as two : the hire of a poll chaife is a fliilling for every Englifh mile. They may
be compared to our extra polls, becaufe they are to be had at all times. But thefe

carriages are very neat and lightly built, fo that you hardly perceive their motion, as

they roll along thefe firm fmooth roads ; they have windows in front, and on both

fides. The horfes are generally good, and the poftillions particularly fmart and aftive,

and always ride on a full trot. The one we had, wore his hair cut fhort, a round hat,

and a brown jacket, of tolerable fine cloth, with a nofegay in his bofom. Now and then,

when he drove very hard, he looked round, and with a fmile feemed to folicit our ap-

probation. A thonfand charming fpots, and beautiful landfcapes, on which my eye

would long have dwelt with rapture, were now rapidly paffed with the fpeed of an

arrow.

Our road appeared to be undulatory, and our journey, like the journey of life,

feemed to be a pretty regular alternation of up hill and down, and here and there it

was diverfified with copfes and woods ; the majeilic Thames, every now and then, like

a little foreft of marts, rifmg to our view, and anon lofing itfelf among the delightful

towns and villages. The amazing large figns vifhich, at the entrance of villages, hang

in the middle of the ftreet, being faftened to large beams, which are extended acrofs

the flreet from one houfe to another oppofite to it, particularly flruck me ; thefe fign

polls have the appearance of gates, or of gateways, for which I at firfl took them, but

the whole apparatus, unneceffarily large as it feems to be, is intended for nothing more
than to tell the inquifitive traveller, that there is an inn. At length, flunned as it were

by this conflant rapid fuccefTion of interefling objects to engage our attention, we ar-

rived at Greenwich nearly in a Hate of ftupefaftion.

T/x Profped of London.

WE firft defcryed it enveloped in a thick fmoke, or fog. St. Paul's arofe, like fome
huge mountain, above the enormous mafs of fmaller buildings. The monument, a
very lofty column erefted in memory of the great fire of London, exhibited to us, per-

haps, chiefly on account of its immenfe height, apparently fo difproporfioned to its other
dimenfions (for it adlually flruck us as refembling rather a flcnder mall, towering up
in immeafurable height into the clouds, than as what it really is, a flately obelifk) an
unufual and fingular appearance. Still we went on, and drew nearer and nearer with
amazing velocity, and the furrounding objecls became every moment more ditlindt.

Weflminfler abbey, the tower, a fleeple, one church, and then another, prefented them-
felves to our view ; and we could now plainly diilinguilli the high round chimnies, on
the tops of the houfes, which yet feemed to us to form an innumerable number of
fmaller Ipires, or fleeples.

The
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The road from Greenwich to London is aftually bufier, and far more alive, than the

moft frequented ftreets in Berlin ; at every ftep we met people on horfeback, in car-

riages, and foot paffengers ; and every where alfo, and on each fide of the road, well-

built and noble houfes, whilft all along, at proper dirtances, the road was lined with
lamp pofts. One thing in particular (truck and furprifed me not a little, this was the

number of people we met riding and walking with fpeflaclcs on, among whom were
many who appeared ftout, healthy, and young. We were flopped at lead three times

at barriers or gates, here called turnpikes, to pay a duty or toll which, however fmall,

as being generally paid in their copper coinage, in the end amounted to fome
Ihillings.

At length we arrived at the magnificent bridge of Weflmlnfter, The profpefl: from
this bridge alone feems to afford one, the epitome of a journey, or a voyage in mini-

ature, as containing fomething of every thing that moftly occurs on a journey. It is"

a little aflemblage of contrafls and contrarieties. In contraft to the round, modern,
and majeftic cathedral of St. Paul's, on your right, the venerable, old-faftiioned, and
hugely noble, long, abbey of Weflminfter, with its enormous pointed roof, rifes on the

left. Down the Thames, to the right, you fee Blackfriar's bridge, which does not yield

much, if at all, in beauty, to that of Weftminfter : on the left bank of the Thames are

delightful terraces, planted with trees, and thofenew tafteful buildings, called the Adel-

phi. On the Thames itfelf are countlefs fwarms of little boats pafling and repaffing,

many with one mail and one fail, and many with none, in which perfons of all ranks

are carried over. Thus, there is hardly lefs ftir and buftle on this river, than there is

in fome of its own London's crouded (treets. Here,, indeed, you no longer fee great fliips,

for they come no farther than London bridge.

We now drove into the city, by Charing-Crofs, and along the Strand, to thofe

very Adelphi Buildings, which had juft afforded us fo charming a profpeft, on Weft-
minfter bridge.

My two travelling companions, both in the (hip and the pofl; chaife, were two young
Englifhmen, who living in this part of the town, obligingly offered me any afliftance

and fervices in their power ; and, in particular, to procure me a lodging the fame day
in their neighbourhood.

In the ftreets through which we pafled, I mufl: own, the houfes in general ftruck me
as if they were dark and gloomy ; and yet, at the fame time, they alfo ftruck me as

prodigioufly great and majeftic. At that moment, I could not, in my own mind, com-
pare the external view of London with that of any other city 1 had ever before feen.

But I remember, (and furely, it is fingular) that about five years ago, on my firft en-

trance into Leipzig, I had the very fame fenfations I now felt. It is poftible, that the

high houfes by which the ftreets at Leipzig are partly darkened, the great number of

(hops, and the croud of people, fuch as till then I had never feen, might have fome faint

refemblance with the fcene now furrounding me in London.
There are every where leading from the Strand to the Thames fome well-built, lefler,

or fubordinate ftreets, of which the Adelphi Buildings are now, by far, the foremoft.

One diftri£t in this neighbourhood goes by the name of York Buildings ; and in this

lies George-ftreet, where my two travelling companions lived. There reigns in thofe

fmaller ftreets, towards the Thames, fo pleafing a calm, compared to the tumult and
buftle of people, and carriages, and horfes, that are conftantly going up and down the

Strand, that in going into one of them you can hardly help fancying yourfelf removed
at a diftance from the noife of the city, even whilft the noifieft part of it is ftill fo near

at hand, 6

It
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It might be about ten or eleven o'clock when we arrived here. After the two Eng-
liflinien had firfl; given me feme breakfaft at their lodgings, which confided of tea and

bread and butter, they went about with me themfclves, in their own neighbourhood, in

fearch ofan apartment, which they at length procured for me, for fixteen (hillings a week,

at the houfe of a taylor's widow, who lived oppofite to them. It was very fortunate, on

other accounts, that they went with me, for equipped as I was, having neither brought

clean linen, nor change of cloaths from my trunk, I might, perhaps, have found it diffi-

cult to obtain good lodgings.

It was a v^ry uncommon but pleafmg fenfation I experienced, on being now, for

th'e firfl time in my life, entirely among Englifhmen ; among people whole language

was foreign, their manners foreign, and in a foreign climate, with whom, notwith-

Itanding, I could converfe as familiarly as tJiough we had been educated together from

our infancy. It is certainly an ineftimable advantage to underiland the language of

the countiy through which you travel. I did not at firfl give the people I was with

any reafon to fufpecl I could fpcak Englifli ; but I foon found that the more I fpoke,

the more attention and regard I met with. I now occupy a large room in front, on
the ground floor, which has a carpet and mats, and is very neatly furnifhed ; the

chairs are covered with leather, and the tables are of mahogany. Adjoining to this I have

another large room. I may do jufl as I pleafe, and keep my own tea, cotlee, bread

and butter ; for which purpofe my landlady has given me a cupboard in my room, which

locks up.

The family confifls of the miftrefs of the houfe, her maid, and her two fons, Jacky

and Jerry ; fmgular abbreviations for John and Jeremiah. The eldeft, Jacky, about

twelve years old, is a very lively boy, and often entertains me in the moft pleafing

manner, by relating to me his different employments at fchool ; and afterwards defir-

ing me in my turn, to relate to him all manner of things about Germany. Here-
peats his amOf amas, amavi, in the fame fmging tone as our common fchool-boys.

As I happened once when he was by, to hum a lively tune, he flared at me with

furprize, and then reminded me it was Sunday; and fo, that I might not forfeit his

good opinion by any appearance of levity, I gave him to underftand, that in the

hurry of my journey, I had forgotten the day. He has already fhewn me St. James's

Park, which is not far from hence j and now let me give you fome defcription of the

renowned

St. James's Park.

THE park is notliing more than a femicircle, formed of an alley of trees, which in-

dole a large green area, in the middle of which is a marfhy pond.

The cows feed on this green turf, and their milk is fold here on the fpot, quite

new.

In all the alleys, or walks, there are benches, where you may refl yourfelf. When
you come through the Horfe-Guards (which is provided with feveral pafVagcs) into

the Park, on the right hand is St. James's palace, or the king's place of rcfidence,

one of the mcanefl public buildings in London. At the lower end, quite at the extre-

mity, is the queen's palace, an handfome and modern building, but very much refemb-

ling a private houfe. As for the reft, there are generally every where about St. James's

Park very good houfes, which is a great addition to it. There is alfo before the fe-

micircle of the trees jull mentioned, a large vacant fpace, where the foldiers are ex-

ercifcd.

How
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How little this famous park is to be cotnparod with our park at Berlin, I need not

mention. And yet one cannot but form an high idea of St. James's Park, and other

public places in London ; this arill-s, perliaps, from their having been oftener mention-

ed in romances and other books than ours have. Even the fquares and ftreets of Lon-
don are more noted, and better known, than many of our principal towns.

But what again greatly compenfates for the mediocrity of this park, is the aflonifli-

ing number of people who, towards evening, in fine weather, refort here ; our fined

walks are never fo full even in the midft of fummer. 1"he exnuifite pleafure of mixing

freely u ith fuch a concourfe of people, who are for the molt part well dreflcd and hand-

fome, I have experienced this evening for the firit time.

Before I went to the park I took another walk with my little Jacky, which did not

coll me much fatigue, and yet was moil uncommonly intereiUng. I went down the

little flreet in which I live to the Thames; nearly at the end of it, towards the left,

a few fteps led me to a Angularly pretty terrace, planted with trees, on the vei7 brink

of the river.

Here I had the moft delightful profpect you can poflibly imagine. Before me was
the Thames with all its windings, and the flatcly arches of its bridges ; Weftminlfer

with its venerable abbey to the right, to the left again London, with St. Paul's, feemcd
to wind all along the windings of the Thames ; and on the other fide of the water lay

Southwark, which is now alfo confidered as part of London. Thus, from this fingle

fpot, I could nearly, at one view, fee the whole city, at lead that fide of it towards the

Thames. Not far from hence, in this charming quarter of the town, lived the renown-
ed Garrick. Depend upon it I fliall often vifit this delightful walk during my flay in

London.

To day my two Engliihmen carried me to a neighbouring tavern, or rather an eat-

ing-houfe, where we paid a ftilling each for fome roalt meat, and a fallad, giving, at

the fame time, nearly half as much to the w alter ; and yet this is reckoned a cheap houfe,

and a cheap ftyle of living.—But I believe for the future, I fliall pretty often dine at

home ; 1 have already begun this evening with my fupper. I am now fitting by the

fire, in my own room in London ; the day is nearly at an end, the firft I have fpent in

England, and I hardly know whether I ought to call it only one day, when I rellett

what a quick and varied fucceffion of new and ftriking ideas have, in fo fhort a time,

paffed in my mind.

London, ^th yune,

AT length, deared Gedike, I. am again fettled; as I have now got my trunk and
all my things from the fhip, which arrived only yefterday. Not wifliing to have it

taken to the Cultom-houfe, which occafions a great deal of trouble, I was obliged to

give a douceur to the officers, and thofe who came on board the fliip, to fearch it.

Having pacified, as I thought, one of them with a couple of fliillings, another came
forward, and proteded againft the delivery of the trunk upon trufl:, till I had given
him as much ; to him fucceeded a third ; fo that it cofl; me fix fliillings, which 1 wil-

lingly paid, becaufe it would have colt me dill more at the Cudom-houfe.
By the fide of the Thames were feveral porters, one of whom took my huge heavy

trunk on his fhoulders with adonifliing eafe ; and carried it till I met a hackney-coach.

This I hired for two fliillings ; immediately put the trunk into it, accompanying it

myfelf, without paying any thing extra for my own feat. This is a great advantage in

the Englifli hackney-coaches, that you are allowed to take with you whatever you
VOL. 11. 3 -s pleafe

J
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pleafe ; for you thus fave at lead one half of what you mud pay to a porter, and befides

go with it yourfelf, and are better accommodated. The obfervations and the expref-

lions of the common people here, have often Ib'uck me as peculiar ; they are general-

ly laconic ; but always much in earnelf , and fignificant. When I came home, my land-

lady kindly recommended it to the coachman not to afk more than was jufl, as I was a

foreigner: to which heanfwered; nay, if he were not a foreigner, I fliould not over-

charge him.

My letters of recommendation to a merchant here, which I could not bring with me
on account ofmy hafty departure from ?Iamburgh, are alio arrived. Thefe have faved

me a great deal of trouble in the changing of my money. I can nov.' take my German
money back to Germany ; and when I return thither myfelf, refund to the correfpondent

of the merchant here, the fum which he here pays me in Englifli m.oncy. I fltould other-

wife have been obliged to fell my Prullian Frederick's d'or for what they weighed ; for

feme few Dutch dollars, which I was obliged to part with before I got this credit, thty

only gave me eight (hillings.

A foreigner has here nothing to fear from being preflTed as a failor ; unlefs indeed he

Ihould be found at any fufpicious place. A fingular invention for this purpofe of pref-

ling, is a (hip which is placed on land not far from the Tower, on Tower-hill, furnifhed

with mad s and all the appurtenances of a fhip. The perfons attending this fhip pro-

mife fmiple country people, wlio happen to be ftanding and ilaring at it, to (hew it

to them for a trifle ; and as foon as they are in, they are fccurcd as in a trap ; and ac-

cording to circumflances made failors of, or let go again.

The footway, paved with large ftones on both fides of the (Ireet, appears to a fo-

reigner exceedingly convenient and pleafant ; as one may there walk in perfed fafety,

in no more danger from the prodigious crowd of carts and coaches, than if one was in

one's own room ; for no wheel dares come a finger's breadth upon the curb-ftone.^

However, politenefs requires you to let a lady, or any one to whom you wilh to fhew

refpeft, pafs, not as we do, always to the right, but on the fide next the houfes or the

wall, whether that happens to be on the right or on the left, being deemed the fafefl:

and moft convenient. You feldom fee a perfon, of any underftanding or common fenfe,

walk in the middle of the flreets in London, excepting when they crofs over ; which

at Charing-crofs and other places, where feveral ftreets meet, is fometimes really dan-

gerous.

It has a flrange appearance, efpecially in the Strand, where there is a conftant fuc-

ceffion of fhop after fliop ; and where, not unfrequently, people of different trades in-

habit the fame houfe, to fee their doors, or the tops of their windows, or boards cx-

fr.'fsly for the purpofe, all written over from top to bottom with large painted letters..

Every perfon, of every trade or occupation, who owns ever fo fmall a portion of an

houfe, makes a parade with a fign at his door ; and there is hardly a cobler whofe name
and profeilion may not be read in large golden characters by every one that pafTes.

It is here not at all uncommon to fee on doors in one continued fLicccflion, " children

educated here ;" " fhoes mended here ;" " foreign fpirituous liquors fold here ;" and

"funerals furnlfhed here;" of all thefe infcriptions, I am forry to obferve, that

*' dealer in foreign fpirituous liquors" is by far the moft frequent. And indeed it is

allowed by the Englifli themfelves, that the propenfity of the common people to the

drinking of brandy or gin is carried to a great excefs ; and I own it ftruck me as a

peculiar phi'afeology, when, to tell you that a perfon is intoxicated or drunk, you hear

them fay, as they generally do, that he is in liquor. In the late riots, which even

yet are hardly quite fubfided, and which are ffill the general topic of converfation,

7 more
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ifiore people have been found dead near empty brandy-ca(k;? in the fr.rccts, than were

killed by the muiket balls of regiments that were called in. As much as I have feen

of London within thefe two days, there are on the whole I think not very niany fine

ftrcets and very fine houfes, but I met every where a far greater nun.ber, and hand-

fonicr people, than one conimonly meets in Berlin. It gives me much real pleafure,

when I walk from Charing-crofs up the Strand, paft St. Paul's to the Royal Excliange,

to meet in the thickell crowd perfons, from the higheft to the lowed ranks, alniofl all

welldooking people, and cleanly and neatly drefled. I rarely fee even a fellow with

a wheel-barrow, who has not a Ihirt on, and that too fuch an one, as fliews it has been

walhed ; nor even a beggar without both a fhirt, and fhoes and ftockings. The EngliOi

are certainly diflinguiOied for cleanlinefs.

It has a very uncommon appearance in this tumult of people, where every one, with

hally and eager ftep, feems to be purfuing cither his bufniefs or his pkafure, and every

where making his way through the crowd, to obferve, as you often may, people pufliing

one againft another, only perhaps to fee a funeral pafs. The Englifh coffins are made
very economically, according to the exact form of the body; they are flat, and broad
at top ; tapering gradually from the middle, and drawing to a point at the feet, not
very unlike the cafe of a violin.

A few dirty looking men, who bear the coffin, endeavour to make their vv^ay

through the crowd as well as they can ; and fome mourners follow. The people

feem to pay as little attention to fuch a proceffion, as if a hay cart were driving pali.

The funerals of people of diltinftion, and of the great, are, however, diffei-ently re-

garded.

Thefe funerals always appear to me the more indecent in a populous city, from the

total indifference of the beholders, and the perfefl: unconcern with which they are be-

held. The body of a fellow-creature is carried to his long home, as though it had been
utterly unconneded with the reft of mankind. And yet, in a fniall town or village,

every one knows every one ; and no one can be fo infignificant as not to be milTed when
he is taken away.

That fame influenza which I left at Berlin, I have had the hard fortune again to find

here ; and many people die of it. It is as yet very cold for the time of the year, and
1 am obliged every day to have a fire. I muft own, that the heat or warmth given by
fca-coal, burnt in the chimney, appears to me fofter and milder, than that given by
our ftoves. The fight of the fire has alfo a chearful and pleafing effeft. Only you
mud take care not to look at it fteadily, and for a continuance, for this is probably the

reafon that there are fo many young old men in England, who walk and ride in the

public ftreets with their fpeclacles on ; thus anticipating, in the bloom of youth, thofe

conveniences and comforts which were intended for old age.

I now conftantly dine in my own lodgings ; and I cannot but flatter myfelf, that my
meals are regulated with frugality. My ufual Jifli at lupper is fome pickled falmon,

which you eat in the liquor in which it is pickled, along with fome oil and vinegar ; and
he muft be prejudiced or faftidious, who does not relilh it as fingularly well tafted and
grateful food.

I would always advife thofe who wifh to drink coffee in England, to mention before
hand how many cups are to be made with half an ounce ; or clfe the people will pro-
bably bring them a prodigious quantity of brown water ; which (notwithftanding all

my admonitions) I have not yet been able wholly to avoid. The fine wheaten bread
which I find here, befides excellent butter and Chefhire-chcefe, makes up for my fcanty

dinners. For an Englifli dinner, to fuch lodgers as I am, generally confifts of a piece

352 of
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of half-boiled, or half-roafted meat ; and a few cabbage leaves boiled in plain water ;

on which they pour a fauce made of flour and butter. This, I affure you, is the ufual

method of dreiling vegetables in England.

The flices of bread and butter, which they give you with your tea, are as thin as

poppy leaves. But there is another kind of bread and butter ufually eaten with tea,

which is toafted by the fire, and is incomparably good. You take one flice after the

other and hold it to the fire on a fork till the butter is melted, fo that it penetrates a
number of flices at once : this is called Toaft.

Ihecuiiom of fleeping without a featherbed for a covering particularly pleafed me.
You here lie between two (heets : underneath the bottom Iheet is a fine blanket, which,

without opprefling you, keeps you fufficiently warm. My fhoes are not cleaned in the

houfe, but by a perfon in the neighbourhood, whofe trade it is ; who fetches them
every morning, and brings them back cleaned ; tor which flie receives weekly fo

much. When the maid is diipleafed with me, I hear her fometimes at the door call

me the German ; otherwife in the family I go by the name of the Gentleman.

I havealmofi; entirely laid afide riding in a coach, although it does not cofl; near fo

much as it does at Berlin ; as I can go and return any diftance not exceeding an Eng-
liih mile, for a fliilling ; for which 1 fliould there at leaf! pay a florin. But, moderate

as Englilh fares are, itill you fave a great deal, if you walk or go on foot j and know
only how to afl^. your way. From my lodging to the Royal Exchange, is about as far

as from one end of Berlin to the other ; and from the Tower and St. Catherine's,

where the fliips arrive in the Thames, as far again ; and I have already walked this

diflance twice, when I went to look after my trunk, before I got it out of the fhip.

As it was quite dark when I came back the firft evening, I was aftonifhed at the admi-

rable manner in which the ftreets are lighted up ; compared to which our ftreets in

Berlin make a mofl; mifcrable fhew. The lamps are lighted, whilfl; it is ftill day-light ;

and are fo near each other, that even on the mofl ordinary and common nights, the

city has the appearance of a feftive illumination ; for which fome German prince, who
came to London for the firfl; time, once, they fay, adually took it, and ferioufly be-

lieved it to have been particularly ordered, on account of his arrival.

7/4* ()lh. June, 1782.

I PREACHED this day at the German church, on Ludgate-hill, for the Rev. Mr.
•Wendeborn. He is the author of " Der ftatifchen Beytrage zur nahern Kentnifs

grofs Brittaniens." This valuable book has already been of uncommon fervice to me;

and 1 cannot but recommmend it to every one who goes to England. It is the more
oifeful, as you can with eafe carry it in your pocket ; and you find in it information on

every fubjcd. It is natural to fuppofe, that Mr. Wendeborn, who has now been a

length of time in England, mufl; have been able more frequently, and with greater ex-

adnefs to make his obfervations, than thofe who only pafs through, or make a very

fhort (lay. It is almofl; impoflible for any one, who has this book always at hand,

to omit any thing worthy of notice in or about London ; or not to learn all that is

mod material to know, of the flate and fituation of the kingdon in general.

Mr. Wendeborn lives in New Inn, near Temple-bar, in a philofophical, but not

unimproving, retirement. He is almoft become a native ; and his library confifts

chiefly of Englifli books. Before 1 proceed, I mufl: ju(t mention, that he has not hi-

red, but bought his apartments in this great building, called New Inn : and this, I

believe, is pretty generally the cafe With the lodgings in this place, A purchafer of

9 any

v
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any of thefe rooms is confidercd as a proprietor; and one who has got a houfc and
home, and has a right, in parliamentary or oth'T cletlions, to give his vote, if he
is not a foreigner, which is the cafe with Mr. Wendeborn ; who, neverthclefs, was
vifited by Mr. Fox, when he was to be chofen member for Weftminfler.

I favv, for thefirll time, at Mr. Wendeborn's, a very ufeful machine, which is little

known in Germany, or at leaft not much ufed.

Tliisisa prefs in which, by means of very ftrong iron fprings, a written paper may
be printed on another blank paper, and you thus lave yourfelf the trouble of copying;
and at the lame time multiply your own hand writing. Mr. Wendeborn makes ufe

of this machine every time he fends manufcripts abroad, of which he willies to keep
a copy. This machine was of mahogany; and coll pretty high. I fuppofe it is be-

caufe the inhabitants of London rife fo late, that divine fervice begins only at half pafl

ten o'clock. I miffed Mr. Wendeborn this morning, and was therefore obliged to

enquire of the door-keeper at St. Paul's for a diredion to the German church, where
I was to preach. He did not know it. I then alked at another church, not far from
thence. Here I was direded right ; and after I had palfed through an iron-gate to

the end of a long paffage, I arrived juft in time at the church, where, after the fer-

mon, I was obliged to read a public thankfgiving for the fafe arrival of our fliip. The
German clergy here drefs exadly the fame as the Englilh clergy, /. e. in long robes

with wide fleevcs, in which I likewife was obliged to wrap myfelf. Mr. Wendeborn
wears his own hair, which curls naturally, and the toupee is combed up.

The other German clergymen, whom I have feen, wear wigs, as well as many of

the Englilh.

I yerterday waited on our ambaffador, count Lucy ; and was agreeably furprized at

the fimplicity of his manner of living. He lives in a fmall private houfe. His fecretary

lives up Itairs, where alio I met with the Pruffian conful, who happened jud then to

be paying him a vifit. Below, on the right hand, I was immediately fliewn into his

excellency's room, without being obliged to pafs through an anti-chamber. He wore
a blue-coat with a red collar and red facings. He converfed with me, as we drank a

dilh of coffee, on various learned topics ; and when 1 told him of the great difpute now-

going on about the tacifmus or ftacifmus, he declared himfelf, as a born Greek, for

the ftacifmus. When 1 came to take my leave, he defu'ed me to come and fee him
without ceremony, whenever it fuited me, as he fliould be always happy to fee me.

Mr. Leonhard, who has tranflated feveral celebrated Englilh plays, fuch as The
School for Scandal, and fome others, lives here as a private perfon, inllructing Ger-
mans in Englilh, and Englilhmen in German, with great ability. He alfo it is, who
writes the articles concerning England, for the new Hamburgh newfpaper ; for which
he is paid a dated yearly ftipend. 1 may add alfo, that he is the mafter of a German
freemafon's lodge in London, and reprefentative of all the German lodges in England

;

an employment of far more trouble than profit to him : for all the world applies to

him in all cafes and emergencies. I alfo was recommended to him from Hamburgh,
He is a very complaifant man ; and has already fliewn me many civilities. He repeats

Englifh poetry with great propriety ; and fpeaks the language nearly with the fame
facility as he does his mother language. He is maiTied to an amiable Englilhwomano.

I wilh him all poffible happinefs. And now let me tell you fomething of the'fo often

imitated, but perhaps inimitable

Vauxhall.



502 MORITz's TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND.

Vaiixhall.

I YESTERDAY vifited Vauxhall for the firfl: time. I had not far to go from my lodg-

ings, in the Adelphi-buildings, to Weftminftcr-bridge, where you ahvays find a great

number of boats on the Thames, which are ready on the lead fignal to ferve thofe who
will pay them a fliilling or fixpence, or according to the diftance.

From hence I went up the Thames to Vauxhall, and as I pafl'ed along, I faw Lam-
beth ; and the venerable old palace belonging to the archbifhops of Canterbury, lying

on my left.

Vauxhall is, properly fpeaking, the name of a little village in which the garden,

now almoll exciufivcly bearing the fame name, is fituated. You pay a fliilling on
entrance.

On entering it, I really found, or fancied I found, fome refemblance to our Berlin

Vauxhall, if, according to Virgil, I may be permitted to compare fmall things with

great ones. The walks at lealt, with the paintings at the end, and the high trees,

which, here and there, form a beautiful grove, or wood, on either fide, were fo fimi-

lar to thofe of Berlin, that often, as I walked along them, I feemed to tranfport my-
felf, in imagination, once more to Berlin, and forgot for a moment, that immenfe
feas and mountains, and kingdoms now lie between us. I was the more tempted to

indulge in this reverie, as I actually met with feveral gentlemen, inhabitants of Berlin;

in particular Mr. S***r, and fome others, with whom I fpent the evening in the mofl

agreeable manner. Here and there (particularly in one of the charming woods which
art has formed in this garden ) you are pleafingly furprifed by the fudden appearance

of the ftatues of the inort; renowned Englifti poets and philofophers ; fuch as Milton,

Thomfon, and others. But, what gave me molt pleafure, was the ftatue of the Ger-

man coinpofer, Handel, which, on entering the garden, is not far diftant from the

orcheftra.

This orchetlra is among a number of trees fituated as in a little wood, and is an ex-

ceedingly handfome one. As you enter the garden, you immediately hear the found
of vocal and intlrumental mufic. There are feveral female fingers conftantly hired here

lo fing in public.

On each fide of the orcheftra are fmall boxes, with tables and benches, in which
you fup. The walks before thefe, as well as in every other part of the garden, are

crowded with people of all ranks. I fupped here with Mr. S***r, and the fecretary

of the Pruflian ambaffador ; befides a few other gentlemen from Berlin ; but what moit
aftoniflied me was the boldnefs of the women of the town ; who, along with their

pimps, often ruflied in upon us by half dozens; and in the moft fhamelels manner
importuned us for wine, for themfelves and their followers. Our gentlemen thought

it either unwife, unkind, or unfafe, to refufe them fo fmall a boon altogether.

An Englifiiman pafl'ed our box with hafly fleps, and on our acquaintance's aflcing

him, where he was going in fuch an hurry, he anfwered with an air of ridiculous im-

portance, which fet us all a laughing, " I have loft my girl !" He feemed to make
his f»?arch, juft as if he had been looking for a glove or a ftick, which he had accident-

Jy dropt, or forgotten fomewhere.

Latifli in the evening we were entertained with a fight, that is indeed fingularly cu-

rious and intcrefting. In a particular jxirt of the garden a curtain was drawn up, and
by means of fome mechanifm of e>;traordinary ingenuity, the eye and the ear are fo

completely deceived, that it is not cafy to perfuadc one's felf it is a deception j and that

one



MORITZ S TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND. 503

one does not aftually fee and hear a natural waterfall from an high rock. As every

one was flocking to this fccne in crowds, there arofe all at once a loud cry of " Take
care of your pockets." This informed us, but too clearly, that there were fomc pick-

pockets among the crowd, who had already made Ibme fortunate flrokes.

The rotunda, a magnificent circular building in the garden, particularly engaged my
attention. By means of beautiful chandeliers, and large minors, it was illuminated in

the niofl fuperb manner ; and every where decorated with delightful paintings, and
flatues, in the contemplation of which you may fpond fev^ral hours very agreeably,

when you are tired of the crowd and thebuitic, in the walks of the garden.

Among the pahitings one reprefents the furrender of a befieged city. If you look at

this painting with attention, for any length of time, it affefls you fa nmch that you
even Ihed tears. The exprdlion of thegreatefl diltrefs, evt-n bordering on defpair, on
the part of the befieged, the fearful expectation of the uncertain iflue, and what the

victor will determine concerning thofe unfortunate people, may all be read fo plainly,

and fo naturally in the countenances of the inhabitants who are imploring for mercy^
from the hoary head to the fuckling whom his mother holds up, that you quite forget

yourfelf, and in the end fcarcely believe it to be a painting before you.

You alio here find the bulls of the bed Englifh authors, placed all round on the

fides. Thus a Briton again meets with his Shakefpear, Locke, Milton, and Dryden,.

in the public places of his amufements ; and there alfo reveres their memory. Even
the common people thus become familiar with the names of thofe who have done ho-

nour to their nation ; and are taught to mention them with veneration. For this ro-

tunda is alfo an orcheltra in which the mufic is performed in rainy weather.—But
enough of Vauxhall

!

Certain it is, that the Englifh claffical authors are read more generally, beyond all'

comparifon than the German ; which in general are read only by the learned ; or, at

moft, by the middle clafs of people. '1 he EngliiTi national authors are in all hands,.

and read by all people, of which the innumerable editions they have gone through,

are a fufficient proof.

My landlady, who is only a taylor's widow, reads her Milton ; and tells me, that

her late hufband firfl fell in love with her, on this very account 5 becaufe Ihe read.

Milton with fuch proper emphans. This fingle inilance perhaps would prove but

little ; but I have converfed with feveral people of the lower clafs, who all knew their

national authors, and who all have read many, if not all of them. This elevates the

lower ranks, and brings them nearer to the higher. There is hardly any argument,

or difpute in converfation, in the higher ranks, about which the lower cannot alfo.

converfe or give their opinion. Now in Germany, fince Gellefl, there has as yet been

no poet's name familiar to the people. But the quick fale of the clafTical authors is

here promoted alfo by cheap and convenient editions. They have them all bound in.

pocket volumes; as well as in a more pompous flile. I myfelf bought Milton in duo-

decimo for two fhillings, neatly bound ; it is fuch an one as I can, with great con-

venience, carry in my pocket. It alfo appears to me to be a good fafhion, which pre-

vails here, and here only, that the books, which are moft read, are always to be had

already well and neatly bound. At flails, and in the flreets, you every now and then

meet with a fort of antiquarians, who fell fingle or odd volumes ; fometimes perhaps

of Shakefpear, &c. fo low as a penny ; nay even fometimes for an halfpenny a piece.

Of one of thefe itinerant antiquarians I bought the two volumes of the Vicar of Wake-
field, for fixpence, / e. for the half of an Englifli fhilling. In what eltimation our

German literature is held in England, I was enabled to judge, in fome degree,, by the

i)riuted.
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printed propofals of a book which I faw. The title was, " the Entertaining Miifeum,

or Complete Circulating Library," which is to contain a lift of all the Englifh claffical

authors, as we las tranilations of the beft French, Spanifh, Italian, and even German
novels.

The moderate price of this book deferves alfo to be noticed ; as by fuch means

books in England come more within the reach of the people ; and of courle are more

generally dillributed among them. The advertifement mentions, that in order that

every one may have it in his power to buy this work, and at once to furnifh himfelf

with a very valuable library, without perceiving the expence, a number will be lent

out weekly, which, ditched, cofts fix-pence, and bound with the title on the back,

nine-pence. The twenty-fifth and twenty-fixth numbers contain the firll and fecond

volume of the Vicar of Wakefield, which I had juft bought of the antiquarian above

mentioned.

The only tranflation from the German which has been particularly fuccefsful in

England, is " Gefner's Death of Abel." The tranflation of that work has been of-

tener reprinted in England than ever the original was in Germany. I have actually

feen the eighteenth edition of it ; and if the Englifh preface is to be regarded, it was

written by a lady. " Klopftock's Meffiah," as is well known, has been here but ill

received ; to be fure, they fay it is but indifferently tranflated. I have not yet been able to

obtain a fight of it. The Rev. Mr. Wendeborn has written a grammar for the German
language in Englifh, for the ufeof Engliflimen, which has met with much applaufe 1

muft not forget to mention, that the works of Mr. Jacob Boehmen arc all tranflated into

•Englifli.

' London, I ; th jfunc

OFTEN as I had heard Ranelagh fpoken of, I had yet formed only an imperfecl

Idea of it. I fuppofed it to be a garden fomewhat different from that of Vauxhall ; but,

infaft, I hardly knew what I thought of it. Yefterday eveningl took a walk in order

to vifit this famous place of amufement j but I miffed my way, and got to Chelfea
;

where I met a man with a wheelbarrow, who not only very civilly fliewed me the right

road, but alfo converfed with me the whole of the diftance which we walked together.

And finding, upon enquiry, that I was a fubjeft of the king of PrulFia, he defired

me, with much eagemefs, to relate to him fome anecdotes concerning that mighty

monarch.

At length I arrived at Ranelagh; and having paid my half-crown on entrance, I

foon enquired for the garden door, and it was readily ihewn to me; when, to my
infinite aitoniflmient, I found myfelf in a poor, mean-looking, and ill-lighted garden,

where I met but few people. I had not been here long before I was accolted by a

young lady, who alfo was walking there, and who, without ceremony, offered me her

arm, aflting me why I walked thus folitarily ? I now concluded, this could not poflibly

be the fplendid, much-boafted Ranelagh ; and fo, feeing not far from me a number of

people entering a door, I followed them, in hopes either to get out again, or to vary

the fcene.

But it is impofllble to defcribe, or indeed to conceive, the effeft it had on me, when,
coming out of the gloom of the garden, I fuddenly entered a round building, illumi-

nated by many hundred lamps ; the fplendor and beauty of which I'urpafl'ed every

thing of the kind I had ever feen before. Every thing feemed here to be round
;

above, there was a gallery divided into boxes ; and in one part of it an organ with a

beautiful
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beautiful choir, from which iffucJ both inflrumental and Vocal mufic. All around,
under this gallery, are handfomc painted boxes for thofe who wifli to take refrefli-

nients : the floor was covered witli mats, in the middle of which are four high black

pillars ; within which there are neat fire-places for preparing tea, coffee, and punch

;

and all around alfo there arc placed tables, fet out with all kinds of refrefhments.

Within thefe four pillars, in a kind of magic rotundo, all the beau-monde of London
move perpetually round and round.

I at firft mixed with this immenfe concourfe of people, of all fexes, ages, coun-
tries, and charaders ; and I nuift confefs, that the incellant change of faces, the far

greater number of which were flrikingly beautiful, together with the illumination, the

extent and majeflic fplendor of the place, with the continued found of the mufic,

makes an inconceivably delightful imprefCon on the imagination ; and I take the

liberty to add, that, on feeing it now for the firft time, I felt pretty nearly the

fame fenfations that I remember to have felt, when, in early youth, I firft read the

Fairy Tales.

Being, however, at length tired of the crowd, and being tired alfo with always

moving round and round in a circle, I fat myfelf down In one of the boxes, in order

to take fome refrefhment, and was now contemplating at my eafe this prodigious col-

ledion and crowd of an happy, chearful world, who were here enjoying themfelves

devoid of care, when a waiter very civilly afked me what refreflimcnt I wiflied to have,

and in a few moments returned with what I afked for. To my aftoniiliment he would
accept no money for thefe refrefhments ; which I could not comprehend, till he told

me that every thing was included in the half- crown I had paid at the door ; and that 1

had only to command if I wifhed for any thing more ; but that if I pleafed, I might give

him as a prefent a trifling douceur. This I gave him with pleafure, as I could not help

fancying, I was hardly entitled to fo much civility and good attention for one fingle half-

crown.

I now went up into the gallery, and feated myfelf in one of the boxes there ; and
from thence becoming all at once a grave and moralizing fpeftator, I looked down on
the concoufe of people who were ftlll moving round and round In the fairy circle ; and
then I could eafily diftlngulfh feveral ftars and other orders of knighthood; French queues

and bags contrafted with plain Englifh heads of hair, or profefTional wigs ; old age and
youth, nobility and commonalty, all palling each other In the motley fwarm. An Eng-
lifhman who joined me during this my reverie, pointed out to me on my enquiring,

princes and lords with their dazzling ftars ; with which they ecllpfed the lefs brilliant

part of the company.
Here fome moved round in an eternal circle to fee and be feen ; there a groupe of

eager connoIlTeurs had placed themfelves before the orcheftra, and were fealting their

ears, while others at the well fupplied tables, were regaling the parched roofs of their

mouths in a more fubftantial manner, and again others like myfelf were fitting alone,

in the corner of a box in the gallery, making their femarks and reflettions on fo intc-

reftlng a fcene.

I now and then indulged myfelf in the pleafure of exchanging, for fome minutes,

all this magnificence and fplendor for the gloom of the garden, in order to renew the

pleafing furprize I experienced on my firft entering the building. Thus I fpent here

fome hours in the night, in a continual variation of entertainment ; when the crowd
now all at once began to leffen, and I alfo took a coach and drove home.

At Ranelagh the company appeared to me much better, and more felecl than at Vaux-
hall ; for thofe of the. lower clafs who go there, always drefs themfelves in their beft,

VOL. 11. 3 T and
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and thus endeavour to copy the great. Here I faw no one who had not filk (lockings on.

Even the poorefl: families are at the expence of a coach to go to Ranelagh, as my land-

lady affured me. She always fixed on fome one day in the year, on which, without

fail, fhe drove to Ranelagh. On the whole the expence at Ranelagh is nothing near fo

great as it is at Vauxhall, if you confider the refrefliments ; for any one who fups at

Vauxhall, which mofl; people do, is likely, for a very moderate fupper, to pay at leaft

half-a-guinea.

The Parliament.

I HAD almofl forgotten to tell you, that I have already been to the Parliament Houfe

;

and yet this is of moll importance. For, had I feen nothing elfe in England but this,

I fliould have thought my journey thither amply rewarded.

As little as I have hitherto troubled myfelf with politics, becaufe indeed with us it is

but little worth our while, I was however defirous ol being prefent at a meeting of par-

liament ; a wilh that was foon amply gratified.

One afternoon, about three o'clock, at which hour, or thereabouts, the houfe mofl

commonly meets, I enquired for Wellminller hall, and was very politely directed by an

Englifliman. Thefe dire£tions are always given with the utmoll kindnefs. You may
afk whom you pleafe if you can only make yourfelf tolerably well underflood ; and by

thus afking every now and then, you may with the greatell eafe find your way through-

out all London.
Weftniinller hall is an enormous Gothic building, whofe vaulted roof is fupported,

not by pillars, but inllead of thefe there are, on each fide, large unnatural heads of an-

gels, carved in wood, which feem to fupport the roof.

When you have pafled through this long hall, you afcend a few fleps at the end, and

are led through a dark paflage into the Houfe of Commons, which, below, has a large

double door ; and above, there is a fmall flair-cafe, by which you go to the gallery, the

place allotted for ftrangers.

The firll time I went up this fmall (lair-cafe, and had reached the rails, I faw a very

genteel man in black (landing there. I accofled him without any introdudtion, and I

afked him whether I might be allowed to go into the gallery. He told me that I muft

be introduced by a member, or elfe I could not get admiilion there. Now as I had not

the honour to be acquainted with a member, I was under the mortifying necefTity of re-

treating, and again going down (lairs, as I did much chagrined. And now, as I was

fullenly marching back, I heard ibmething faid about a bottle of wine, which feemed to

be addreffed to me. I could not conceive what it could mean, till I got home, when
my obliging landlady told me, I fhould have given the well-drefled man half-a-crown,

or a couple of (liillings for a bottle of wine. Happy in this information, I went again

the next day ; when the fame man who before had lent me away, after I had given him

only two (hillings, very politely opened the door for me, and himfelf recommended me
to a good feat in the gallery.

And thus I now, for the fird time, faw the whole of the Britifli nation affembled in

its reprefentatives, in rather a mean-looking building, that not a little refemblcs a cha-

pel. The Speaker, an elderly man, with an enormous wig, with two knotted kind of

treffes, or curls behind, in a black cloak, his hat on his head, fat oppofite to me on a

lofty chair ; which was not unlike a fmall pulpit, fave only that in the front of this

there was no reading delk. Before the Speaker's chair (lands a table, which looks

like an altar j and at this there (it two men, called clerks, drefled in black, with black

7 cloaks.
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cloaks. On the table, by the fide of the great parchment a£ts, lies an huge gilt Icep-

tre, which is always taken away, and placed in a confervatory under the tabic, as foon

as ever the Speaker quits the chair ; which he does as often as the houfe refolves itfelf

into a committee. A committee means nothing more than that the houfe puts itfelf

into a fituation freely to difcufs and debate any point of difficulty and moment, and,

while it lafts, the Speaker partly lays afide his power as a Icgiflator. As foon as this

is over, fome one tells the Speaker that he may now again be feated ! and immediately

on the Speaker being again in the chair, the fceptre isalfo replaced on the table before

him.

All round on the fides of the houfe, under the gallery, are benches for the members,

covered with green cloth, always one above the other, like our choirs in churches ; in

order that he who is fpeaking may fee over thofe who fit before him. The feats in the

gallery are on the fams plan. The members of parliament keep their hats on, but the

Spectators in the gallery are uncovered.

The members of the Houfe of Commons have nothing particular in their drefs ; they

even come into- the houfe in their great coats, and with boots and fpurs. It is not at all

uncommon to fee a member lying ftretched out on one of the benches while others are

debating. Some crack nuts, others eat oranges, or whatever elfe is in feafon. There is

no end to their going in and out ; and as often as any one wiflies to go out, he places

himfelf before the Speaker, and makes him his bow, as if, like a fchool-boy, he afked

his tutor's permiffion.

Thofe who fpeak, feem to deliver themfelves with but little, perhaps not always with

even a decorous, gravity. All that is neceffary, is to (land up in your place, take off your

hat, turn to the Speaker (to whom all the fpeeches are addreffed), to hold your hat and

flick in one hand, and with the other to make any fuch motions as you fancy neceffary

to accompany your fpeech.

If it happens that a member rifes who is but a bad fpeaker ; or if what he fays is ge-

nerally deemed not fufficiently interefting, fo much noife is made, and fuch burfls of

laughter are raifed, that the member who is fpeaking can fcarcely diftinguilh his own
words. This mull needs be a diftreffmg fituation ; and itfeems then to be particularly

laughable, when the Speaker in his chair, like a tutor in a fchool, again and again en-

deavours to reftore order, which he does by calling out to order, to order ; apparently

often without much attention being paid to it.

On the contrary, when a favourite member, and one who fpeaks well and to the

purpofe, rifes, the mofl perfefl: filence reigns; and his friends and admirers, one after

another, make their appi'obation known by calling out, bear him ; which is often re-

peated by the whole houfe at once; and in this way fo much noife is often made, that

the Speaker is frequently interrupted by this fame emphatic hear him. Notwithftand-

ing which, this calling out is always regarded as a great encouragement ; and I have

often obferved that one who began with fome diffidence, and even fomewhat inauf-

picioufly, has in the end been fo animated, that he has fpoken with a torrent of elo-

quence.

As all fpeeches are direfted to the Speaker, all the members always preface their

fpeeches with yJr; and he, on being thus addreffed, generally moves his hat a little,

but immediately puts it on again. This fir is often introduced in the courfe of their

fpeeches, and ferves to conneft what is faid ; it feems alio to fl^and the orator in fome

ftead, when any one's memory fails him, or he is otherwife at a lofs for matter. For

while he is fiyingyFr, and has thus obtained a little paufe, he recoUeds what is to follow.

Yet I have fometimes feen fome members draw a kind of memorandum-book out of

3 T 2 their
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their pockets, like a candidate, who is at a lofs in his fermon ; this is the only inftance

inwliich a member of the Britifh parliament icems to read his fpeeches.

The firft day that I was at the Houfe of" Commons, an Englifli gentleman who fat

next to me in the gallery, very obligingly pointed out to me the principal members,

fuch as Fox, Burke, Rigby, &c. all of whom I heard fpeak. The debate happened to

be whether, befides being made a peer, any other fpccific reward fliould be bellowed by

the nation on their gallant admiral Rodney. In the courfe of the debate, I remember,

Mr. Fox was very fliarply reprimanded by young lord Fielding, for having, when mi-

niller, oppofed the cleclion of admiral Hood, as a member for Weflminfler.

Fox was fitting to the right of the fpeaker, not far from the table on which the gilt

fceptre lay. He now took his place fo near it that he could reach it with his hand,

and, thus placed, he gave it many a violent and hearty thump, either to aid, or to fliew

the energy with which he fpoke. If the charge was vehement, his defence was no

lefsfo: he juftified himfelf againll lord Fielding, by maintaining, that he had not op-

pofed this election in the charafter of a minifter, but as an individual, or private perfon :

and that, as fuch, he had freely and honeftly given his vote for another, namely for fir

Cecil Wray ; adding, that the king when he appointed him fecretary of flate, had en.

tercd into no agreement with him, by which he loft his vote as an individual : to fuch a

requifition he never would have fubmitted. It is impoflible for me to defcribe, with

what fire, and perfuafive eloquence he fpoke, and how the fpeaker in the chair incef-

fantly nodded approbation from beneath his folemn wig ; and innumerable voices incef-

fantly called out, hear him ! hear him ! and when there was the leaft lign that he in-

tended to leave off fpeaking, they no lefs vociferoufly exclaimed, go on ; and fo he

continued to fpeak in this manner for nearly two hours. Mr. Rigby in reply, made

a fhort but humourous fpeech, in which he mentioned of how little confequence the

title of lord and lady was without money to fupport it, and finiihed with the Latin

proverb, " infelix paupertas,—quia ridiculos miferos facit." After having firft very

'udicioully obferved, that preTious enquiry fhould be made, whether admiral Rodney

had made any rich prizes or captures ; becaufe, if that fhould be the cafe, he would

not ftand in need of further reward in money. I have fmce been almoft every day

at the parliament houfe ; and prefer the entertainment I there meet with, to moft other

amnfements.

Fox is ftiil much beloved by the people, notwithftanding that they are, (and cer-

tainly with good reafon) difpleafed at his being the caufe of admiral Rodney's recal

;

thouo-h even I have heard him again and again, almoft extravagant in his encomiums

on this noble admiral. The fame celebrated Charles Fox is a fhort, fat, and grofs man,

with a fwarthy complexion, and dark ; and in general he is badly dreifed. There cer-

tainly is fomething Jewifh in his looks. But upon the whole, he is not an ill-made nor

an ill-looking man : and there are many ftrong marks of fagacity and hre in his eyes.

I have frequently heard the people here fay, that this fame Mr. Fox is as cunning as a

fox. Burke is a well made, tall, upright man, but looks elderly and broken. Rigby is

excelhvely corpulent, and has a jolly rubicund face.

The little lefs than downright open abufe, and the many really rude things which

the members faid to each other, ftruck me much. For example, when one has finifhed,

another rifes, and immediately taxes with abfurdity all that the right honourable gen.

tleman, (for with this title the members of the Houle of Commons always honour

each other) hadjuft advanced. It would indeed be contrary to the rules of the houfe,

fiatly to tell each other that what they have fpoken isfal/v, or even foolijh : inftead of

this, they turn themfelvcs, as ufual, to the Speaker, and fo, whilft their addrefs is di-

rected to him, they fancy they violate neither the rules of parliament, nor thofe of good-

8 breeding
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breeding and decorum, whilft they utter the mofl cutting perfonal farcafnis againfl the

member, or the meafure they oppofe.

It is quite laughable to fee, as one Ibmetimes docs, one member fpcaking, and ano-

ther accompanying the fpeech with his aftion. This I remarked more than once in a

worthy old citizen, who was fearful of fpeaking himfelf, but when his neighbour fpoke,

he accompanied every energetic fentence with a fuitablc gefliculation, by which means
his whole body was foraetimcs in motion.

It often happens that the jett, or principal point, in the debate, is loft in thefe per-

fonal contefts and bickerings between each other. When they laft fo long as to be-

come quite tedious and tirelbme, and likely to do harm rather than good, the houfe

takes upon itfelf to exprcfs its difapprobation ; and then there arifes a general cry, of

the queftion ! the queftion! This muft ibmetimes be frequently repeated, as the con-

tending members are both anxious to have the laft word. At length however the quef-

tion is put, and the votes taken; when the Speaker fays: " thofe who are for the

queftion, are to fay aye, and thofe who are againft it, no!''' You then hear aconfufed

cry of aye and no : but at length the Speaker fays : " I think there are more ayes than

noes, or more noes than ayes. The ayes have it ; or the noes have it /" as the cafe may
be. But all the fpeftators muft then retire from the gallery : for then, and not till

then, the voting really commences. And now the members call aloud to the gallery,

withdraw ! withdraw ! On this the ftrangers withdraw ; and are ftiuc up in a fmall

room, at the foot of the ftairs till the voting is over, when they are again permitted to

take their places in the gallery. Here I could not help wondering at the impatience

even of poliflied Engliftimen ; it Is aftonifhing with what violence and even rudenefs,

they pufli and joftle one another, as foon as the room door is again opened ; eager

to gain the firft and beft feats in the gallery. In this manner we, the ftrangers, have

fometimes been fent away two or three times in the courfe of one day, or rather even-

ing ; afterwards again permitted to return. Among thefe fpeftators are people of all

ranks ; and even, not unfrequently, ladies. Two ftiort-hand writers have fat fometimes

not far diftant from me, who (though It Is rather by ftealth) endeavour to take down
the words of the fpeaker ; and thus all that is very remarkable in what is faid in par-

liament, may generally be read in print the next day. The ftiort-hand writers, whom I

noticed, are fuppofed to be employed and paid by the editors of the different newf-

papers. There are. It feems, fome few perfons who are conftant attendants on the par-

liament ; and fo they pay the door-keeper beforehand a guinea for a whole feflion. I

have now and then feen fome of the members bring their fons, whilft quite little boys,

and carry them to their feats along with themfelves.

A propofal was once made to ereft a gallery in the houfe of peers alfo, for the

accommodation of fpeflators. But this never was carried into efleft. There appears

to be much more polltencfs and more courteous behaviour In the members of the upper

loufe. But he who wifhes to obferve mankind, and to contemplate the leading traits

f the different characters moft ftrongly marked, will do well to attend frequently the

»wer, rather than the other, houfe.

Laft Tuefday was (what is here called) hanging-day. There was alfo a parliamentary

el^ion : I could only fee one of the two fights ; and therefore naturally preferred
th latter, while I only heard tolling at a diftance the death-bell of the facrifice tojuftlce,

i r-w therefore am going to defcribe to you, as well as 1 can, an

Elcdion
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Eledionfor a Member of Parliament.

THE cilies of London and Weftminfter fend, the one four, and the other two mem-
bers to Parliament, Mr. Fox is one of the two members for Weftminfter ; one feat

was vacant, and that vacancy was now to be filled. And the fame fir CecilWray, whom
Fox had before oppofed to lord Hood, was now publicly chofen. They tell me that at

thefe eleftions, when there is a ftrong oppofition-party, there is often bloody work; but

this election was, in the eleftioneering phrafe, a " hollow thing," I. e. quite fure
;

as thofe who had voted for admiral Hood now withdrew, without ftanding a poll ; as

being convinced beforehand, their chance to fucceed was defperate.

The eleftion was held in covent-garden, a large market-place, in the open air. There

was a fcaflbld erecled juft before the door of a very handfome church, which is alfo called

St. Paul's ; but which however is not to be compared to the cathedral.

A temporary edifice, formed only of boards and wood nailed together, was erefted

on the occafion. It was called the huttings, and filled with benches ; and at one

end of it, where the benches ended, mats were laid ; on which thofe who fpoke to the

people, flood. In the area before the huflings, immenfe multitudes of people were af-

fembled ; of whom the greateft part feemed to be of the lowed: order. To this tumul-

tuous crowd, however, the fpeakers often bowed very low, and always addreffed them

by the title of gentlemen. Sir Cecil Wray was obliged to flep forward and promife

thefe fame gentlemen, with hand and heart, that he would faithfully fulfil his duties, as

their reprefentative. He alio made an apology, becaufe, on account of his long journey,

and ill health, he had not been able to wait on them, as became him, at their refpeftive

houfes. The moment that he began to fpeakeven this rude rabble became all as quiet

as the raging fea after a (form ; only every now and then rending the air with the par-

liamentary cry of hear him ! hear him ! and as foon as he had done fpealcing, they

again vociferated aloud an univerfal huzza, every one, at the fame time, waving his

hat.

And now, being formally declared to have been legally chofen, he again bowed mofl:

profoundly, and returned thanks for the great honour done him : when a well-drefled

man, whofe name I could not learn, ftepped forward, and in a well indited fpeech

congratulated both the chofen and the chufers. " Upon my word," faid a gruft'carter,

who flood near me, " that man fpeaks well."

Even little boys clambered up and hung on the rails and on the lamp-pofts ; and as

if the fpeeches had alfo been addrefled to them, they too liftened with the utmoft at-

tention : and they too teftified their approbation of it, by joining luftily in the three

cheers, and waving their hats.

All the enthufiafm of my earlieft years, kindled by the patriotifm of the illuflriou.'

heroes of Rome, Coriolanus, Julius Casfar, and Antony, were now revived in m;

mind : and though all I had jufl: feen and heard, be, in faft, but the femblance <-

liberty, and that too tribunitial liberty, yet at that moment, I thought it charmir,,

and it warmed my heart. Yes, depend on it, my friend, when you here fee how,n
this happy country, the lowefl and meanefl member of fociety, thus unequivooly

teftifies the intereft which he takes in every thing of a public nature ; when you ee,

how even women and children bear a part in the great concerns of their countrj in

fhort, how high and low, rich and poor, all concur in declaring their feeling and

their convictions, that a carter, a common tar, or a fcavenger, is (till a man, nr, an

Englifliman ; and as fuch has his rights and privileges defined and known as taftly

and as well as his king, or as his king's miuilter— take my word for it, you w\ ^eel

y^rfelf
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yourfelf very differently afFedted from what you are, when flaring at our foldiers in their

exercifes at Berlin.

When Fox, who was among the voters, arrived at the beginning of the eleftion, he

too was received with an univerfal fhout of joy. At length, when it was nearly over,

the people took it into their heads to hear him fpeak, and every one called out Fox t

Fox ! I know not why, but ! feemed to catch fome of the fpirit of t!ie place and lime ;

and fo I alfo bawled Fox ! Fox ! and he was obliged to come forward and fpeak ; for no
other reafon that I could find, but that the people wilhed to hear him fpeak. In this

fpeech he again confirmed, in the prefence of the people, his former declaration in par-

liament, that he by no means had any influence as minifter of flate in this eleftion, but

only and merely as a private perfon.

When the whole was over, the rampant fpirit of liberty, and the wild impatience

of a genuine Englifh mob, were exhibited in perfe£lion. In a very few minutes the

whole fcaifolding, benches, and chairs, and every thing elfe, was completely deftroyed
;

and the mat with which it had been covered torn into ten thoufand long drips or pieces,

or firings, with which they encircled or enclofed multitudes of people of all ranks. Thefe

they hurried along with them, and every thing elfe that came in their way, as trophies

ofjoy ; and thus, in the midft of exultation and triumph, they paraded through many
of the moft populous ftreets of London.

Whilft in PrufTia, poets only fpeak of the love of country as one of the dearefl of all

human affeflions, here there is no man who does not feel, and defcribe with rapture,

how much he loves his country. " Yes, for my country I'll fhed the laft drop of my
blood !" often exclaims little Jacky, the fine boy here in the houfe where I live, who
is yet c«ily about twelve years old. The love of their country, and its unparalleled feats

in war, are, in general, the fubjefl: of their ballads and popular fongs, which are fung

about the ftreets by women, who fell them for a few farthings. It was only the other

day our Jacky brought one home, in which the hiftory of an admiral was celebrated,

who bravely continued to command, even after his two legs were fhot off, and he was
obliged to be fupported. I know not well by what means it has happened, that the

king of England, who is certainly one of the beft the nation ever had, is become un-

popular. I know not how many times I have heard people of all forts objeft to their

king, at the fame time that they praifed the king of Pruflia to the fkies. Indeed, with

fome, the veneration for our monarch went fo far, that they ferioufly wiflied he was their

king. All that leems to fhock and difhearten them, is the prodigious armies he keeps

up, and the immenfe number of foldiers quartered in Berlin alone. Whereas in London,
at leaft in the city, not a fingle troop of foldiers of the king's guard, dare make their

appearance.

A few days ago I faw (what is here deemed a great fight, viz.) a lord-mayor's pro-

ccflion. The lord mayor was in an enormous large gilt coach, which was followed

by an aftonilhing number of moft fhewy carriages, in which the reft of the city ma-
giflrates, more properly called aldermen of London, were feated.—But enough for

the prefent.

London, June l-th, 1782.

I HAVE now been pretty nearly all over London, and, according to my own no-

tions, have now feen moft of the things I was moft anxious to fee. Hereafter then, I

propofe to make an excurfion into the country ; and this purpt fe, by the blefling of

God, I hope to be able to carry into efi'e<^ in a very few days, for my curiofity is here

almoft
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almofl fatlated. I feem to be tired and fick of the fmoke of thefe fea-coal fires, and

I long, with almoft: childifh impatience, once more to breathe a frefher and clearer

air.

It muft, I think, be owned, that upon the whole, London is neither fo handfomely

nor fo well built as Berlin is, but then it certainly has far more fine fquares. Of thefe

there are many that in real magnificence, and beautiful fymmetry, far furpafs our Gens
d'Armes Markt, our Denhofchen, and Williams Place. The fquares or quadrangular

places, contain thebefl and mod beautiful biiildings of London ; a fpacious ftreet, next

to the houfes, goes all round them, and within that there is generally a round grafs-

plot, railed in with iron rails, in the centre of which, in many of them, there is a fta-

tue, which llatues molt commonly are equeftrian and gilt. In Grofvenor-fquare, in-

fteadof this green plot, or area, there is a little circular wood, intended, no doubt, to

give one the idea ot rus in urbc.

One of the longefl: and pleafanteft walks I have yet taken is from Paddington to Ifling-

ton ; where to the left you have a fine profped of the neighbouring hills, and in particu-

lar of the village of I lampftead, which is built on one of them ; and to the right the

flreets of London furnifh an endlefs variety of interefting views. It is true, that il is

dangerous to walk here alone, eipecially in the afternoon, and in an evening, or at

night ; for it was only lad week that a man was robbed and murdered on this very fame

road.—But I iiow haiten to another and a more pleafing topic

:

The Briiijh Mufeunu

I HAVE had the happinefs to become acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Woide ; who,

though well known all over Europe, to be one of the moft learned men of the age,

is yet, if pofhble, lefs eftimable for his learning, than he is for his unaftefted goodnefs

of heart. He holds a refpeclable office in the Mufeum, and was obliging enough to

procure me permiifion to fee it, luckily the day before it was Ihut up. In general you

niufl: give in your name a fortnight before you can be admitted. But after all, I am
forry to fay, it was the rooms, the glafs cafes, the flielves, or the repofitory for the

books in the BritHh Mufeum which I law, and not the Mufeum itfelf, vye were hurried

on fo rapidly through the apartments. The company, who faw it when and as I did,

was various, and fome of all forts ; fome, I believe, of the very lowefl clafles of the

people, of both fexes ; for, as it is the property of the nation, every one has the fame

right (I ufe the term of the country) to fee it that another has. I had. Mr. Wende-
born's book in my pocket, and it, at lead, enabled me to take a fomewhat more par-

ticular notice of fome of tlie principal things ; fuch as the Egyptian mummy, an head

of Homer, &c. The reft; of the company, obferving that I had fome affiftance which

they had not, foon gathered round me ; I pointed out to them as we went along, from

Mr. Wendeborn's Gu^man book, what there was mod worth feeing here. The gen-

tleman who conduced us, took little pains to conceal the contempt which he felt for

my conununications, when he found out that it was only a German defcription of the

BritilliMuleum I had got. The rapidly palling through this vad fuite of rooms, in a

fpace of time little, if at all, exceeding an hour ; with leifure juft to cad one poor long-

ing look of adonifliment on all thefe Itupendous treafures of natural curiofitics, anti-

quities, and literature ; in the contemplation of which you could with pleafure fpend

years, and a whole life might be employed in the dudy of them—quite confufes, fiuns,

and overpowers one. In fome branches this coUedion is laid to be far furpafled by

fome others : but taken altogether, and for fize, it certainly is equalled by none.

The
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The few foreign divines who travel through En^^land, generally defire to have the
Alexandrian manufcript ihewn them, in order to be convinced with their own eyes,

whether the paffagc, " Thefe are the three that bear record, &c." is to be found there
or not.

The Rev. Mr. Woide lives at a place called Liflbn-ftreet, not far from Paddington ; a

very village-looking little town, at the well end of London. It is quite a rural and plea-

fant fituation ; for here I either do, or fancy I do, already breathe a purer and freer air

than in the midfi: of the town. Of his gi-eat abilities, and particularly in oriental litera-

ture, I need not inform you ; but it will give you plcafure to hear that he is aftually

meditating a fac-fimik edition of the Alexandrian MS. I have already mentioned tho-

infinite obligations I lie under to this excellent man for his extraordinary courtefy and
kindnefs.

The Theatre in the Hay-market.

LAST week I went twice to an Englifii play-houfe. The firfl: time " The Nabob" was
reprefented, of which the late Mr. Foote was the author, and for the entertainment, a

very picafing and laughable mufical faixe, called " The Agreeable Suprize ;" the feconJ
time 1 faw " The Englifii Merchant ;" which piece has been tranflated into German,
and is known among us by the title of " The Scotchwoman," or " The Coftce-houfe."

I have not yet feen the theatres of Covent-garden and Drury-lane, becaufe they are not
open in fummer. The belt aftors alfo ufually fpend May and October in the country,

and only perform in winter.

A very few excepted, the comedians whom I faw were certainly nothing extraordinary.

For a feat in the boxes you pay five fhillings, in the pit three, in the firft gallery two, and
in the fecond or upper gallery, one fhilling. And it is the tenants in this upper gallery

who, for their fhilling, make all that noife and uproar for which the Englifh play-houfes

are fo famous. I was in the pit, which gradually rifes, amphitheatre-wife, from the or-

cheftra, and is fumifhed with benches, one above another, from the top to the bottom.
Often and often, whilfl I fat here, did a rotten orange, or pieces of the peel of an
orange, fly paft me, or pafl fome of my neighbours, and once one of them adually
hit my hat, without my daring to look round, for fear another might then hit me on
my face.

All over London as one walks, one every where, in the feafon, fees oranges to fell

;

and they are in general fold tolerably cheap, one and even fometimes two for a half-

penny ; or in our money, three-pence. At the play-houfe, however, they charged
me fix-pence for one ornage, and that noways remarkably good.

Befides this perpetual pelting from the gallery, which renders an Englifh play houfe
fo uncomfortable, there is no end to their calling out and knocking with their flicks,

till the curtain is drawn up, I faw a miller's, or a baker's boy, thus, like a huo-g

booby, leaning over the rails and knocking again and again on the outfide, with all

his might, fo that he was feen by every body, without being in the leaft afhamed or
abafhed. I fometimes Jieard too the people in the lower or middle gallery quarrelling

with thofe of the upper one. Behind me, in the pit, fat a young fop, who, in order
to difplay his cofily ftone-buckles with the utmoft brilliancy, continually put his

foot on my bench, and even fometimes upon my coat, which I could avoid only by
fparing him as much fpace from my portion of the fear, as would make him a foot-

ftooL

VOL. II. -IM la
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In the boxes, quite in a corner, fat feveral fervants, who were faid to be placed

there to keep the Teats for the families they ferved, till they iliould arrive ; they feem-

eJ to fit remarkably clofe and Hill, the reafon of which, I was told, was their appre.

henfion of being pelted ; for if one of them dares but to look out of the box, he is im-

inediately faluted with a fhower of orange peel from the gallery.

In Foote's Nabob there are fundry local and peribnal fatires, which are entirely lofl

to a foreigner. The charafter of the Nabob was performed by a Mr. Palmer. The
jett of the character is, this Nabob with many affected airs and conftant aims at gen-

tility, is dill but a fdly fellow, unexpeftedly come into thepoHelFionof imnienfe riches,

and therefore, of courfe, paid much court to by a fociety of natural philofophers, qua-

kers, and I do not know who befides. Being tempted to become one of their members,

he is elefted ; and in order to ridicule thefe would-be philofophers, but real knaves,

a fine flowery fufl:ian fpeech is put into his mouth, which he delivers with prodigious

pomp and importance, and is liltened to by the philofophers with infinite complacency.

l"he two Icenes of the quakers and philofophers, who with countenances full ot ima-

ginary importance were feated at a green table with their prefident at tiieir head, while

the fecretary with the utmofl care was making an inventory of the ridiculous prefents

of the Nabob, were truly laughable. One of the lall fcenes was bell received : It is

that in which the Nabob's friend and fchool-fellow vifit him, and addrefs him with-

out ceremony by his chriflian name ; but to all their queftions of " Whether he does

not recolleft them ? Whether he does not remember fuch and fuch a play ; or fuch

and fuch a fcrape into which they had fallen in their youth ?" He uniformly anfwers

with a look of ineffable contanpt, only, " No fir 1" Nothing can poffibly be more

ludicrous, nor more comic.

The entertainment. The Agreeable Surprife, is really a very diverting farce. I ob-

ferved that, in England alfo, they reprefcnt fchool-mafters in ridiculous charafters on

the ftage ; which though I am fony for, I own I do not wonder at, as the pedantry of

fchool-mailers in England, they tell me, is carried at leafl: as far as it is elfewhere.

The fame perfon who, in the play, performed the fchool-fellow of the Nabob with a

great deal of nature and original humour, here aded the pa't of the fchool-mafter

:

his name is Edwin, and he is, without doubt, one of the bed adors of all that I have

feen.

This fchool-maffer is in love with a certain country girl, whofe name is Cowffip, to

whom he makes a declaration of his paflion in a Itrange mythological, grammatical

iHle and manner, and to whom, among other fooleries, he fings, quite enraptm-ed,

the following air, and feems to work himfelf at leaff; up to fuch a tranfport of paflion,

as quite over-powers him. He begins, you will obiervc, with the conjugation, and

ends with the dcclenfions and the genders ; the w hole is inimitably droll

:

" Amo, amas,
" I love a lafs,

" She is foliveet and tender,

" It is fweet Cowflip's Grace
" In the Nominative Cafe,

" And in the feminine Gender."

Thofe two fentences in particular, in the Nominative Cafe, and in the Feminine Gen-

der, he afFefts to (ing in a particularly languifliing air, as if confident that it was irre-

fiftible. This Edwin, in all his comic charafters, ftill preferves fomething lb inex-

preflibly good tempered in histountenance, that notwithftanding all his burlcfqucs, and

i^ even
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even grotefque buffoonery, you cannot but be plcafed with him. I own, I felt myfelf

doubly interefted for every charader which he reprel'onted. Nothing could equal the

tone and countenance of felf-fatisfadtion, with which he anfwered one who aiked him
whether he was a fcholar ? " Why, I was a nrafter of fcholars." A Mrs. Webb repre-

fented a chcefemonger, and played the part of a woman of the lower clafs, fo naturally,

as I have no where elfe ever feen equalled. Her huge, fat, and iufty carcafe, and the

whole of her external appearance feemed quite to be cut out for it.

Poor Edwin was obliged, as fchool-mafler, to fing himfclf almoft hoarfc, as he fome-

tlmes was called on to repeat his declenfion and conjugation-fongs, two or three times,

only becaufe it pleafcd the upper gallery, or the gods, as the Enghfh call them, to roar

out encore! Add to all this, he was farther forced to thank them with a low bow for

the great honour done him by their applaufe.

One of the highell comic touches in the piece feemed to me to confifl: in a Iy<?, whic';

always became more and more enormous in the mouths of thofe who told it again,

during the whole of the piece. This kept the audience in almoft a continual fit of

laughter. This farce is not yet printed, or I really think I Ihould be tempted to venture

to make a tranflation, or rather an imitation of it.

" The Englifh Merchant, or the Scotchwoman," I have feen much better performed

abroad than it was here. Mr. Fleck, at Hamburg, in particular, played the part of

The Englifli Merchant with more intereft, truth and propriety, than one Aickin did

here. He feemed to me to fail totally in exprefling the peculiar and original charafter

of Freeport ; inftead of which, by his meafured ftep and deliberate, aifeded manner of

fpeaking, he converted him into a mere fine gentleman.

The trufty old fervant, who wilhes to give up his life for his mailer, he too had the

{lately walk, or ftrut, of a niinifter. The character of the Newfpaper Writer was per-

formed by the fame Mr. Palmer, who acted the part of the Nabob; but every one faid,

what I thought, that he made him far too much of a gentleman. His perfon and his

drefs alfo were too handfome for the character.

The charatter of Amelia was performed by an aftrefs, who made her firft appearance

on the ftage, and from a timidity, natural on fuch an occaCon, and not unbecoming,

fpoke rather low, fo that Ihe could not every where be heard ;
" Speak louder ! fpeak

louder!" cried out fome rude fellow from the upper gallery, and flie immediately, with

infinite condefcenfion, did all Ihe could, and not unfuccefsfully, to pleafe even an upper

gallery critic.

The perfons near me, in the pit, were often extravagantly lavllh of their applaufe.

They fometlmes clapped a fingle folitary fentiment, that was almoft as unmeaning as it

vi-as fhort, if it happened to be pronounced only with fome little emphafis, or

to contain fome little point, fome popular doctrine, a Angularly pathetic ftroke, or turn

of wit.

The Agreeable Surprize was repeated ; and I faw it a fecond time with unabated

pleafure. It is become a favourite piece, and always announced with the addition of

the favourite mufical farce. The theatre appeared to me fomewhat larger than the one

at Hamburg ; and the houfe was both limes very full.—Thus much for Englifh plays,

play-houfes, and players.

EngliJ}} Cujloms and Education.

A FEW words more refpecStlng pedantry. I have feen the regulation of one feminary

of learning, here called an academy. Of thefe places of education, there is % prodigious

3 u 2 number
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number in London ; though, notwithftanding their pompous names, they are in

reality nothing more than fmall fchools fet up by private perfons, for children and

young people.

One of the Engliflimen, who were my travelling companions, made me acquainted

with a Dr. G****, who lives near P , and keeps an academy for the educa-

tion of twelve young people, which number is here, as well as at our Mr. Kumpe's,

never exceeded, and the fame plan has been adopted and followed by many others, both

here, and elfewhere.

At the entrance 1 perceived over the door of the houfe a large board, and written

on it. Dr. G****'s Academy. Dr. G. received me with great courtefy as a fo-

reigner, and fhewed me his fchool-room, which was furnifhed juft in the fame

manner as the claffes in our public fchools are, with benches and a profeflbr's chair,

©r pulpit.

The uflier at Dr. G****'s, is a young clergyman, who, feated alfo in a chair, or

delk, inftrufts the boys in the Greek and Latin grammars.

Such an under-teacher is called an uflier ; and by what I can learn, is commonly a

tormented being, exadly anfwering the exquifite defcription given of him in the Vicar

of Wakefield. We went in, during the hours of attendance, and he was juft hearing

the boys decline their Latin, which he did in the old jog-trot way ; and I own it had an

edd found to my ears, when, inltead of pronouncing, for example viri veeree, I heard

them {a.y viri, of the ?nan, ex7i&\y according to the Englifli pronunciation, and viro, to

the man. The cafe was juft the fame afterwards with the Greek.

Mr. G**** invited us to dinner, when I became acquainted with his wife ; a very

genteel young woman, whofe behaviour to the children was fuch, that fhe might be faid

to contribute more to their education than any one elfe. The children drank nothing

but water. For every boarder, Dr. G. receives yearly no more than 30 pounds fter-

ling ; which, however, he complained of as being too little. From 40 to 50 pounds

is the moft that is generally paid in thefe academies.

I told him of our improvements in the manner of education; and alfo fpoketohim

of the apparent great worth of charafter of his uflier. He liftened very attentively, but

feemed to have thought little himfelf on this fubjeft. Before and after dinner the

Lord's Praver was repeated in French, which is done in feveral places, as if they were

eager not to wafte, without fome improvement, even this opportunity alfo, to practife

the French, and thus at once accomplifli two points. I afterwards told him my opinion

of this fpecies of prayer, which, however, he did not take aniifs.

After dinner the boys had leave to play in a very fmall yard, which in moft fchools,

or academies, in the city of London, is the ne plus ultra of their play-ground in their

hours of recreation. But Mr. G**** has another garden at the end of the town, where

he fometims takes them to walk.

After dinner Mr. G**** himl'clf inftrufied the children in writing, arithmetic, and

French, all which fecnied to be well taught here ; efpecially writing, in which the

young people m England, far furpafs, I believe, all others. This may, perhaps, be

owing to their having occafion to learn only onefort of letters. As the midfummer ho-

lidays were now approaching (at w hich time the children in all the academies, go home
for four weeks) every one was obliged with the utmoft care to copy a written model,

in order to fliew it to their parents, becaufe this article is moft particularly examined,

as every body can tell what is, or is not good writing. The boys knew all the rules of

fyntax by heart.

All
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All thefe academies arc in general called boarding- fchools. Some few retain the old
natue of fchools only ; though it is poffible, that in real merit, they may excel the fo

niuch-boafted of academies.

It is in general the clergy, who have fmall incomes, who fet up thefe fchools both
in town and country ; and grown up people, w'ho are foreigners, are alfo admitted
hereto learn the Englifli language. Mr. G**** charged for board, lodging, and in-

llruftion in the Englilh, two guineas a-weelc. He, however, who is defirous of per-
fefting himfelf in the Englilh, will do better to go fonie diltance into the country,
and board himfelf with any clergyman who takes fcholars, where he will hear no-
tliing but Englilh fpoken, and may at every opportunity be taught both by young and
old.

There are in England, befides the two univerfities, but few great fchools or col-

leges. In London, there are only St. Paul's and Weftminller fchools ; the reft are
almoft all private inftitutions, in which there reigns a kind of family education, which
is certainly the mofl: natural, if properly conducted. Some few grammar fchools,

or Latin fchools, are notwithftanding here and there to be met with, where the

mafter receives a fixed falary, befides the ordinary profits of the fchool paid by the
fcholars.

You fee in the ftreets of London, great and little boys running about in long blue
coats, which, like robes, reach quite down to the feet, and little, white bands, fuch as
the clergy wear. Thefe belong to a charitable inftitution, or fchool, which bears the
name of the Blue Coat School. The finging of the chorifters in the ftreets, fo ufual

with us, is not at all cuftomary here. Indeed, there is in England, or at leaft in Lon-
don, fuch a conftant walking, riding, and driving up and down in the ftreets, that it

would not be very practicable. Parents here, in general, nay even thofe of the loweft

clafles, feem to be kind and indulgent to their children ; and do not, like our com-
mon people, break their fpirits too much by blows and Iharp language. Children
fhould certainly be inured early to fet a proper value on themfelves; whereas with us,

parents of the lower clafs bring up their children to the fame flavery under which they

themfelves groan.

Notwithftanding the conftant new appetites and calls of fafhion, they here remain
faithful to nature till a certain age. What a contraft, when I figure to myfelf our pet-

ted, pale-faced Berlin boys, at fix years old, with a large bag, and all the parade of
grown-up perfons, nay even with laced coats ; and here, on the contrary, fee nothing

but fine, ruddy, Aim, a£tive boys, with their bofomsopen, and their hair cut on their

forehead, whilft behind it flows naturally in ringlets. It is fomething uncommon here
to meet a young man, and more efpecially a boy, with a pale or fallow face, with de-

formed features, or difproportioned limbs. With us, alas ! it is not to be concealed,

the cafe is very much otherwife ; if it were not, handfome people would hardly ftrike

us fo very much as they do in this country.

This free, loofe, and natural drefs, is worn till they are eighteen, or even till they

are twenty. It is then, indeed, difcontinued by the higher ranks, but with the com-
mon people it always remains the fame. They then begin to have their hair dreffed,

and curled with irons, to give the head a large buftiy appearance, and half their backs
are covered with powder. I am obliged to remain ftill longer under the hands of an •

Englidi, than I was under a German, hair-drcfler ; and to fweat under his hot irons

with which he curls my hair all over, in order that I mav appear among EngliflTmen,

fomewhat Englifti. I muft here obferve that the Englifti hair-drelTers are alfo barbers,

4 an
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an office, however, which they perform very badly indeed ; though I cannot but con-

fider fliaving as a far more proper employment for theie petit maitrcs than it is for fur-

geons, who, you know, in our country are obliged to Tliave us. It is incredible how

much the Englifhat preient Frenchify themfelves ; the only things yet wanting are bags

and fwords, with which at leaft, I have feen no one walking publicly, but I am told

they are worn at court.

In the morning it is ufual to walk out in a fort of negligee, or morning drefs, your

hair not dreffed, but merely rolled up in rollers, and in a frock and boots. In Weft-

minfler, the morning lafts till four or five o'clock, at which time they dine ; and fupper

and going to bed are regulated accordingly. They generally do not breakfafl; till ten

o'clock. The farther you go from the court into the city, the more regular and do-

meftic the people become ; and there they generally dine about three o'clock, /. e. as

foon as the bufmels or 'Change is over.

'IVimmed fuits are not yet worn, and the nioft ufual drefs Is in fummer, a fhort white

waiftcoat, black breeches, white filk {lockings, and a frock, generally of very dark

blue cloth, which looks like black ; and the Englifh feem in general to prefer dark co-

lours. If you wifti to be full dreft, you wear black. Officers rarely wear their uni-

forms, but drefs like other people, and are to be known to be officers only by a cockade

in their hats.

It is a common obfervatlon, that the more foHcItous any people are about drefs, the

more effeminate they are. I attribute It entirely to this idle adventitious paffion for

finery, that thefe people are become fo over and above careful of their perfons ; they

are for ever, and on every occafion, putting one another on their guard againft catching

cold ;
" you'll certainly catch cold," they always tell you If you happen to be a little

expofed to the draught of the air, or If you be not clad, as they think, fufficlently warm.

The general topic of converfation In fummer, Is on the important objeds of whether

fuch and fuch an acquaintance be in town, or fuch an one In the country. Far from

blaming it, I think It natural and commendable, that nearly one half of the Inhabitants

of this great city migrate into the country in fummer. And into the country, I too,

though not a Londoner, hope foon to wander.

Eleftricity happens at prefent to be the puppet-fhow of the Englifh. Whoever at all

underflands eledricity, is fure of being noticed and fuccefsful.—This a certain Mr. Kat-

lerfelto experiences, who gives himfelf out for a Pruffian^ fpeaks bad Engllfli, and

underflands, befide the ufual eleftrlcal and philofophical experiments, fome legerde-

main tricks, with which (at Icaft according to the papers) he fets the whole world in

wonder. For in almoft every newfpaper that appears, there are fbme verfes on the

great Katterfelto, which fome one or other of his hearers are faid to have made extem-

pore. Every fenfible perfon confiders Katterfelto as a puppy, an ignoramus, a brag-

gadocio, and an Impoftor ; notwithftanding which he has a number of followers. He
has demonflrated to the people, that ihe influenza is occafioned by a fmall kind of in-

fecl, which poifons the air; and a noflrum, which he pretends to have found out, to

prevent or dellroy it, is eagerly bought of him. A few days ago he put into the pa-

pers : " It Is true that Mr. Katterfelto has always wiflied for cold and rainy weather, In

order to deftroy the pernicious infetts in the air ; but now, on the contrary, he wiflies

for nothing more than for fair weather, as his majefly and the whole royal family have

determined, the firft fine day, to be eye-wltncffcs of the great wonder, which this learn-

ed philofopher will render vifible to them." Yet all this while the royal family have

not fo much as even thought of feeing tlie wonders of Mr. Katterfelto. 'I'his kind of

rhodo>



MORITZ'S TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND. 519

rhodomontade is very finely expreflcd in Englifli by the word puff, which, in its literal

fenfe, fignifics a blowing, or violent gull of wind, and in the metaphorical fenfe, a
boalh'ng, or bragging.

Ot fuch pulls the Englifh ncwfpapcrs arc daily full
;

particularly of quack medicines
and empirics ; by means of which many a (inc here (and among others a German, who
goes by the name of the German doftor) are become rich. An advertifement of a

lottery in the papers begins with capitals in this manner :—" Ten Thoufand Pounds
for a Six-pence ! Yes, however altonifliing it may feem, it is neverthelefs undoubted-
ly true, that for the fmall ftake of fix-pence, ten thoufand pounds, and other ca-

pital prizes, may be won, &c."—But enough for this time of the puffs of the Eng-
lilli.

I yeflerday dined with the Rev. Mr, Schrader, fon-in-law to profeffor Fofler of
Halle. He is chaplain to the German chapel at St. James's ; but bcfides himfelf, he
has a colleague or a reader, who is alfo in orders, but has only fifty pounds yearly fa-

lary. Mr. Schrader alfo inftrucls the younger princes and princeffcs of the royal family

in their religion. At his houfe I faw the two chaplains, Mr. Lindeman and Mr. Krit-

ter, who went with the Hanoverian troops to Minorca, and who were returned with

the garrifon. They were expofed to every danger along with the troops. The Ger-
man clergy, as well as every other perfon in any public (lation immediately under go-

vernment, are obliged to pay a confiderable tax out of their falarics.

The Englifh clergy (and I fear thofe ftill more particularly who live in London) are

noticeable, and lamentably confpicuous, by a very free, fecular, and irregular way of

life. Since my refidence in England, one has fought a duel in Hyde Park, and ihot

his antagonift. He was tried for the offence, and it was evident the judge thought

him guilty of murder ; but the jury declared him guilty only of manilaughter ; and on.

this verdid he was burnt in the hand, if that may be called burning which is done with

a cold iron ; this being a privilege which the nobility and clergy enjoy above other

murderers.

Yefterday week, after I had preached for Mr. Wendeborne, we paffed an Englifli

church, in which, we underllood, the fermon was not yet quite finilhed. On this we
went in, and then I heard a young man preaching, with a tolerable good voice, and a

proper delivery ; but, like the Englifli in general, his manner was unimpalFioned, and
his tone monotonous. From the church we went to a coffee-houfe oppofite to it, and
there we dined. We had not been long there befoi'e the fame clergyman, whom we
had juft heard preaching, alfo came in. He called for pen and ink, and haftily wrote

down a few pages on a long flieet of paper, which he put into his pocket ; I fuppofe it

was fome rough iketch or memorandum, that occurred to him at that moment, and
which he thus refcrved for fome future fermon. He too ordered fome dinner; which
he had no fooner eat, than he returned immediately to the fame church. We followed

him, and he again mounted the pulpit, where he drew from his pocket a written pa-

per, or book of notes, and delivered in all probability, thofe very words which he had
juft before compofed in our prefence at the coffee-houfe.

In thefe coffee-houfes, however, there generally prevails a very decorous flillnefs and
fdence. Every one fpeaks foftly to thole only who fit next him. The greater part

read the newfpapers, and no one ever difturbs another. The room is commonly on
the ground floor, and you enter it immediately from the ftrcct ; the feats are divided

by wooden wainfcot partitions. Many letters and projects are here written and plan-

ned, and many of thofe that you find in the papers are dated from fome of thefe

coffee-houfe^. There is, therefore, nothing incredible, nor very extraordinary, in

a per-
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aperfon's compofing a fermon here, excepting that one would imagine it might have

been done better at home, and certainly fhould not have thus been put off to the laft

minute.

Another long walk that I have taken pretty often, is through Hanover-fquare and
Cavendifli-fquare, to Bulftrode-ftreet, near Paddington, whei'e the Danifli ambaflador

lives, and where 1 have often vifited the Danifh Chargee d'Affaires, M. Schornborn.

He is well known in Germany, as having attempted to tranflate Pindar into German.
Befidcs this, and befides being known to be a man of genius, he is known to be a great

proficient in niofl; of the branches of natural philofophy. I have fpent many very plea-

fant hours with htm.

Sublime poetry, and in particular odes, are his forte; there are indeed few depart-

ments of learning in which he has not extenfive knowledge, and he is alfo well read

in the Greek and Roman authors. Every thing he ftudies, he ftudies merely from the

love he bears to the fcience itfelf, and by no means for the love of fame. One could

hardly help faying it is a pity that fo excellent a man fliould be fo little known, were
it not generally the cafe with men of tranfcendent merit. But what makes him ftill

more valuable is his pure and open foul, and his amiable unaffefted fimplicity of cha-

rafter, which has gained him the love and confidence of all who know him. He has

heretofore, been fecretary to the ambaflador at Algiers ; and even here in London,
when he is not occupied by the bufinefs arifmg from his public fl;ation, he lives exceed-

ingly retired, and devotes his time almofl: entirely to the ftudy of the fciences. The
more agreeable I find fuch an acquaintance, the harder it will be for me to lofe, as I

foon mufl, his learned, his inftruftive, and his friendly converfalion.

I have ieen the large Freemafon's Hall here, at the tavern of the fame name. This

hall is of an aftonifhing height and breadth, and to me it looked almofl like a church.

The orcheftra is very much raifed, and from that you have a fine view of the whole

hall, which makes a majeltic appearance. The building is faid to have coll an immenfe

fum. But to that the lodges in Germany alfo contributed. Free-mafonry feems to be

held in but little eftimation in England, perhaps becaufe moft of the lodges are now
degenerated into mere drinking clubs; though, I 'hope, there ftill are fome who af-

femble for nobler and more effential purpofes. The duke of Cumberland is now grand

madcr.

London, 20th June, 17S2.

AT length my determination of going into the country takes effeft ; and I am to

fet off this vei-y afternoon in a' ftage ; fo that I now write to you my laft letter from

London, I mean till I return from my pilgrimage ; for as foon as ever I have got be-

yond the dangerous neighbourhood of London, I (hall certainly no longer fuffer myfelf to

be cooped up in a poll-coach, but take my fiaft' and purfue my journey on foot. In the

mean time, however, I will relate to you what I may either have forgotten to write be-

fore, or what I have feen worth notice within thefe few days laft pall ; among which

the foremoft is

St. Paul's.

1 MUST own that on my entrance into this mafly building, an uncommon vacancy,

which fecmed to reign in it, rather damped than raifed an itnprefllon of any thing nia-

jeftic in me. All around me I could fee nothing but immenfe bare walls and pillars.

Above
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Above me, at an aflonifliing height, was the vaulted ftone roof; and beneath me, a
plain, flat, even floor, paved with marble. No altar was to be feen, or any other

lign that this was a place whei'e mankind aflembled to adore the Almighty. For the

church itl'clf, or properly that part of it where they perform divine fervice, feems as

it were a piece ftuck on or added to the main edifice ; and is feparated from the large

round empty fpace by an iron gate, or door. Did the great architefls, who adopted

this ftile of building, mean by this to fay that fuch a temple is mod proper for the

adoration of the Almighty ? If this was their aim, I can only fay, I admire the great

temple of nature ; the azure vaulted (ky, and the green carpet, with which the earth

is fpread. This is truly a large temple ; but then there is in it no void, no fpot unap.

propriated, or unfilled : but every where proofs in abundance of the prefence ofthe Al.

mighty. If however, mankind, in their honefl: ambition to worfliip the Great God of

Nature, in a ftile not wholly unfuitable to the great objeQ: of their reverence, and in their

humble efforts at magnificence, aim, in fome degree, to rival the magnificence of nature,

particular pains fliould be taken to hit on fomething that might atone for the unavoid-

able lofs of the animation, and amplenefs of nature : fomething in fiiort that fliould

clearly indicate the true and appropriated defign and purpofe of fuch a building. If,

on the other hand, I could be contented to confider St. Paul's merely as a work of

art ; built as if merely to fhew the amazing extent of human powers, I fliould certainly

gaze at it with admiration and afloniflmient : but then I wifli rather to contemplate it

with awe and veneration. But, I perceive, I am wandering out of my way : St. Paul's

is here, as it is, a noble pile, and not unworthy of this great nation. And even if I

were fure that I could, you would hardly thank me for fliewing you how it might have
been ftill more worthy of this intelligent people. I make a confcience however of telling

you always, with fidelity, whatimpreflion every thing I fee or hear makes on me at the

time. For a fmall fum of money I was conducted all over the church, by a man,
whofe oflice it feemed to be, and he repeated to me, I dare fay, exadlly his leflbn,

which no doubt he had perfeiStly got by rote ; of how many feet long and broad it was
;

how many years it was in building, and in what year built : much of this rigmarole

ftory, which, like a parrot, he repeated mechanically, I could willingly have difpenfed

with. In the part that was feparated from the reft by the iron gate, above mentioned,

was what I call the church itfelf; furniflied with benches, pews, pulpit, and an altar;

and on each fide feats for the chorifters, as there are in our cathedrals. This church
feemed to have been built purpofely in fuch a way, that the bifliop, or dean, or dig-

nitary, who fliould preach there, might not be obliged to ftrain his voice too much. I

was now conduced to that part which is called the whifpering gallery, which is a cir-

cumference of prodigious extent, juft below the cupola. Here I was directed to place

niyfelf in a part of it diredly oppofite to my conduQor, on the other fide of the gal-

lery, fo that we had the whole breadth of the church between us ; and here as I flood,

he, knowing his cue no doubt, flung to the door with all his force, which gave a

found that I could compare to nothing Icfsthan a peal of thunder. I was next defired

to apply my ear to the wall, which, when I did, I heard the words of my conduftor

:

" can you hear mc ?" Which he foftly whifpered quite on the other fide, as plain

and as loud as one commonly fpeaks to a deaf perfon. This fcheme to condenfe and
invigorate found at fo great a diitauce, is really wonderful. I once noticed fome found
of the fame fort, in the fenatorial cellar at Bremen ; but neither that, nor I believe any
other in the world, can pretend to come in competition with this.

I now afcended feveral fteps to the great gallery, which runs on the outfide of the

great dome, and here I remained nearly two hours, as I could hardly, in lefs time,

VOL. II. 3 X fatj&fy
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fatisfy myfelf with the profpedl: of the various interefling objects that lay all round me

;

and which can no where be better feen, than from hence.

Every view, and every objeft I ftudied attentively, by viewing them again and again

on every fide : for I was anxious to make a lalUng impreflion of it on my imagination.

Below me, lay fleeplcs, houfes, and palaces in countlefs numbers ; the fquares with

their grafs plots in their middle that lay agreeably difperfed and intermixed, with all

the huge clufters of buildings, forming, mean-while, a pleafing contraft:, and a relief

to the jaded eye.

At one end rofe the Tower, itfelf a city, with a wood of marts behind it ; and at

the other Weftminfter Abbey with its fteeples. There I beheld, clad in fmiles, thofe

beautiful green hills, that fkirt the environs of Paddington and Iflington : here on the

oppofite bank of the Thames, lay Southwark ; the city itfelf it ieems to be impoflible

for any eye to take in entirely, for with all my pains, I found it impoflible to ascertain

either where it ended, or where the circumjacent villages began : far as the eye could

reach, it feemed to be all one continued chain of buildings.

I well remember how large I thought Berlin, when firfl: I faw it from the fteeple of

St. Mary, and from the Temple Yard Hills : but how did it now fink and fall in my
imagination, when I compared it with London !

It is however idle and vain to attempt giving you, in words, any defcription, how-

ever faint and imperfeft, of fuch a profpeft as 1 have jufl been viewing. He who
wifhes at one view to fee a world in miniature, mud come to the dome of St. Paul's.

The roof of St. Paul's itfelf with its two lefler fteeples, lay below me, and as I fan-

cied, looked fomething like the back ground of a fmall ridge of hills, which you look

down upon, when you have attained the fummit of fome huge rock or mountain. I

fhould gladly have remained here fometime longer, but a gull of wind which, in this

fituation, was fo powerful, that it was hardly poflible to withftand it, drove me
down.

Notwithftanding that St. Paul's is itfelf very high, the elevation of the ground on

which it (lands, contributes greatly to its elevation.

The church of St. Peter at Berlin, notwithftanding the total difference between them

in the ftile of building, appears, in fome refpefts, to have a great refemblance to St.

Paul's, in London. At leaft its large high black roof, rifes above the other furround-

ing buildings juft as St. Paul's does.

What elfe I faw in this ftately cathedral, was only a wooden model of this very edi-

fice ; which was made before the church was built, and which fuggefts fome not un-

pleafing refledions, when one compares it with the enormous building itfelf.

The church-yard is enclofed with an iron rail ; and it appears a confiderable diftance,

if you go all round.

Owing to fome caufe or other, the fight of St. Paul's ftrikes you, as being confi-

ned ; and it is certain, that this beautiful church is on every fide clofely furrounded by

houfes.

A marble ftatue of queen Anne, in an enclofed piece of ground in the weft front of

the church, is fomething ofan ornament to that fide.

The fize of the bell of St. Paul's is alfo worthy of notice, as it is reckoned one of

thofe that are deemed the largeft in Europe. It takes its place, they fay, next to that

at Vienna.

Every thing that I faw in St. Paul's coft me only a little more than a ftiilling, which

I paid in pence and halfpence, according to a regulated price, fixed for every different

curiofity.

7 Wejiminjier
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IVeJlminJler Abbey.

On a very gloomy difinal day, juft fuch a one as it ought to be, I went to fee Wefl-
minfler Abbey.

I entered at a fmall door, whicii brought me immediately to the poet's corner, where
the monuments and bulls of the principal poets, artifls, generals, and great men, are

placed.

Not far from the door, immediately on my entrance, I perceived the flatuc of

Shakefpeare, as large as life ; with a band &c. in the drefs ufual in his time.

A paflTage out of one of Shakefpeare's own plays, (theTempefl:,) in which he de-

fcribes in the mofl Iblemn and afteffing manner, the end. or the diflblution of all

things, is here, with great propriety, put up at his epitaph ; as though none but
Shakefpeare could dojuftice to Shakefpeare.

Not far from this immortal bard is Rowe's monument, which, as it is intimated

in the few lines that are infcribed as his epitaph, he himlelf had defired to be placed

there.

At no great diflance, I faw the bufl: of that amiable writer, Goldfmith ; to whom,
as well as to Butler, whofe monument is in a diflant part of the abbey, though they

had fcarcely neceflary bread to eat during their life time, handlbme monuments are

now railed. Here, too you fee, almofl in a row, the monuments of Milton, Dry-
den. Gay, and Thompfon. The infcription on Gay's tomb-ftone is, if not actually

immoral, yet futile and weak ; though he is faid to have written it himfelf :

" Life is a jeft, and all things (hew it,

" I thought fo once, but now 1 know it."

Our Handel has alfo a monument here, where he is reprefented as large as life.

An adtrefs, Pritchard, and Booth, an aftor, have alfo very diftinguilhed monuments
erefted here to their memories.

For Newton, as was proper, there is a very coftly one. It is above, at the en-

trance of the choir, and exaftly oppofite to this, at the end of the church, another

is erefted, which refers you to the former.

As I paffed along the fide walls of Weflminfter Abbey, I hardly faw any thing but
marble monuments of great admirals, but which were all too much loaded with finery

and ornaments, to make, on me at leafl, the intended impreflion.

I always returned with moft pleafure to the poets' corner, where the mofl fenfible,

the mofl. able, and moft learned men, of the different ages, were re-affembled ; and
particularly where the elegant fimplicity of the monuments made an elevated and
affecting impreflion on the mind, while a perfeft recolledion of fome favourite paf-

fage, of a Shakefpeare, or Milton, recurred to my idea, and feemed for a moment to

re-animate and bring back the fpirits of thofe truly great men.
Of Addifon and Pope I have found no monuments here. The vaults where the

kings are buried, and fome other things worth notice in the abbey, I have not yet

fecn ; but perhaps I may at my return to London from the country.

I have made every neceffary preparation for this journey. In the firft place, I have
an accurate map of England in my pocket ; befides an excellent book of the roads,

which Mr. Pointer, the Englifli merchant to whom I am recommended, has lent me

:

3 X a The
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The title is, " A new and accurate defcription of all the direft, and principal erofs

Roads in Great Britain." This book, I hope will be of great fcrvice to me in my
ramblings.

I was for a long time undecided which way I fhould go, whether to the Ifle of Wight,
to Portfniouth, or to Derbyfl:ire, which is famous for its natural curiofities, and alio for

its romantic fituation. At length I have determined on Derbyfliire.

During my abfence 1 leave my trunk at Mr. Mulhaufen's, (one of Mr. Pointer's fe-

nior partners) that I may not be at the needlefs expence of paying for my lodging

without making ufe of it. This Mr. Pointer lived long in Germany, and is politely

partial to us and our language, and fpeaks it well. He is a well bred, and fingularly

obliging man ; and one who pofTeflTes a vafl fund of information, and a good talle. I

cannot but feel myfelf happy in having obtained a recommendation to fo accompliflied

a man. I got it from Meffrs. Perfent and Dorner, to whom I had the honour to be re-

conmiended by Mr. Von Taubenheim, Privy Counfellor at Berlin. Thefe recommen-
dations have been of infinite ufe to me.

I propofe to go to day as far as Richmond ; for which place a Stage fets out about

two o'clock from fome inn, not far from the New Church in the Strand. Four gui-

neas, fome linen, my Englilh book of the roads, and a map and pocket-book, together

with Milton's Paradife Loft, which I muft put in my pocket, compofe the whole of my
equipage ; and I hope to walk very lightly with it. But it now ftrikes half paft one

;

and of courfe it is time for me to be at the ftage. Farewell ! 1 will write to you agaia

from Richmond.

RkhmomJ, 21JI June, 1782.

YESTERDAY afternoon I had the luxury, for the firfl time, of being driven in an

Englifh ftage. Thefe coaches are at leaft in the eyes of a foreigner, quite elegant,

lined in the infide ; and with two feats large enough to accommodate fix perfons : but it

muft be owned, when the carriage is full, the company are rather crowded.

At the "White Hart from whence the coach fets out, there was, at firft, only an

elderly lady who got in ; but as we drove along, it was foon filled, and moltly by ladies,

there being only one more gentleman and myfelf. The converfation of the ladies

among themfelves, who appeared to be a little acquainted with each other, feemed to

me to be but very infipid and tirefome. All I could do was, I drew out my book of the

roads, and marked the way we were going.

Before you well know that you are out of London, you are already in Kenfington

and Haminerfmith ; becaufe there are all the way houfes on both fides, after you are

out of the city
;

juft as you may remember the cafe is with us when you drive from

Berlin to Schoneberg ; although in point of profpeft, houfes, and ftreets, the difference,

no doubt, is prodigious.

It was a fine day, and there were various delightful profpeds on both fides, on which

the eye would willingly have dwelt longer, had not our coach rolled on paft them, fo

provokingly quick. It appeared fomewhat fingular to me, when, at a few miles Iroln

London,! law at a dillance a beautiful white houfe; and perceived on the high road,

on which we were driving, a diredion poft, on which were written thefe words :
" that

great white houfe, at a dillance, is a boarding- fchool !"

The man who was with us in the coach pointed out to us the country feats of the

lords and great people, by which we paffed ; and entertained us with all kind of ftories

of
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of robberies, which had been committed on traveller.-,, hereabouts : fo that the ladies at

lafl: began to be rather afraid ; on which he began to (land up for the fuperior honour

of the Englifli robbers, when compared with the French : the former he faid robbed

only, the latter both robbed and murdered.

Notwiihitanding this, there are in England another fpecies of villains, who alfo mur-

der, and that oftentimes for the merefl: trifle, of which they rob the pcrfon murdered.

Thefe are called Footpads, and arc the loweft clafsof Engliui rogues j amongft whom,
in general there reigns fomething like fome regard to character.

The highefl: order of thieves are the pick-pockets, or cutpurfes, whom you find

every where ; and fometimes even in the bcft companies. They are generally well and

handfomelv dreflld, fo that you lake them to be perfons of ranlc ; as indeed may fome-

times be the cale : perlbns who by extravagance and excefles have reduced them-

felves to want, and fmd themfelvcs obliged at lad to have recourfe to pilfering and

thieving.

Next to them come the highwaymen, who rob on horfeback ; and often, they fay,

even with unloaded piftols they terrify travellers, in order to put themfelves in poflelTion

of their purfes. Among thefe perlbns, however, there are inflances of true greatnefs

of foul, there are numberlefs infbances of their returning a part of their booty, where

the party robbed has appeared to be particularly diftrefled ; and they are feldom guilty

of murder.

Then comes the third and loweft, and worft of all thieves and rogues, the footpads

before mentioned ; who are on foot, and often murder in the moft inhuman manner,

for the fake of only a few fliillings, any unfortunate people who happen to fall in their

way. Of this feveral mournful inftances may be read almoft daily in the Englifh

papers. Probably they murder becaufe they cannot like highwaymen, aided by their

horfes, make a rapid flight ; and therefore fuch pefts are frequently pretty

eafdy purfued and taken, if the perfon robbed gives information of his robbery ia

time.

But to return to our flage, I muft obferve, that they have here a curious way of

riding, not in, but upon a ftage-coach. Perfons to whom it is not convenient to pay

a full price, inftead of the infide, fit on the top of the coach, without any feats or even

a rail. By what means paifengers thus faften themfelves fecurely on the roof of thefe

vehicles, I know not ; but you conftantly fee numbers feated there, apparently at their

eafe, and in perfed: l\ifety.

This they call riding on the outfide ; for which they pay only half as much as thofe

pay who are within : we had at prefent fix of thefe paflengers over our heads, who,
when we alighted, frequently made fuch a noife and buflle, as fometimes almoft fright-

ened us. He who can properly balance himfelf, rides not incommodioufly on the

outfide ; and in fummer time, in fine weather, on account of the profpedls, it certainly

is more pleafant than it is within : excepting that the company is generally low, and
the duft is likewife more troubkfome than in the infi Je, where, at any rate, you may
draw up the windows according to your pleafure.

In Kenfington where we ftopped, a Jew applied for a place along with us ; but as

there was no feat vacant in the infide, he would not ride on the outfide ; which feemed
not quite to pleafe my travelling companions. They could not help thinking it fome-

what prepofterous, that a Jew fliould be aftiamed to ride on the outfide, or on any fide,

and in any way ; fince, as they added, he was nothing more than a Jew. This antipathy

and prejudice againft the Jews, I have noticed to be far more common here, than it is

even with us, who certainly are not partial to them.

6 Of
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Of the beautiful country feats and villas which we now pafled, I could only through

the windows of our coach gain a partial and indiflind. profpeft ; which led me to wi(h,

as I foon molt earneOly did, to be releafed from this moveable prifon. Towards even-

ing we arrived at Richmond. In London, before I fet out, I had paid one fhilling

:

another was now demanded ; fo that upon the whole, from London to Richnwnd, the

paiTage in the llage cofts juft two fliillings.

As foon as I had alighted at an Inn and had drank my tea, I went out immediately to

fee the town and the circumjacent country.

Even this town, though hardly out of fight of London, is more countrified, plea-

fanter, and more cheerful than London, and the houfes do not feem to be fo much
blackened by fmoke. The people alfo appeared to me here more fociable, and more
hofpitable. I faw feveral fitting on benches before their doors, to enjoy the cool breeze

of the evening. On a large green area in the middle of the town, a number of boys

and even young men, were enjoying themfelves, and playing at trap-ball. In the ftreets

there reigned here, compared to London, a pleafing rural tranquillity j and I breathed

a purer and frefber air.

I went now out of the town over a bridge, which lies acrofs the Thames, and

where you pay a penny as often as you pafs over it. The bridge is lofty, and

built in the form of an arch, and from it you enter immediately into a moft charming

valle, that winds all along the banks of the Thames.

It was evening ; the fun was jufl: fhedding her laft parting rays on the valley: but

fuch an evening, and fuch a valley! O, it is impofiible I fhould ever forget them. The
terrace at Richmond does affuredly afford one of the fined profpecls in the world.

Whatever is charming in nature, or pleafing in art, is to be feen here. Nothing 1 had

ever feen, or ever can fee elfewhere, is to be compared to it. My feelings during

the few fhort enraptured minutes that I flood there, it is impoflible for any pen to

defcribe.

One of my firfl fenfations was, chagrin and forrow for the days and hours I had

wafted in London ; and I had vented a thoufand bitter reproaches on my irrefolution,

that I had not long ago quitted that huge dungeon, to come here, and pafs my time in

paradife.

Yes, my friend, whatever be your ideas of paradife, and how luxuriantly foever it

may be depicted to your imagination, I venture to foretel, that here you will be fure to

find all thole ideas realized. In every point of view, Richmond is affuredly one of the

firft fituationsin the world. Here it was that Thomfon and Pope gleaned from na-

ture all thofe beautiful paffages with which their inimitable writings abound.

Inftead of the inceffaiit diflreffmg noife in London, I faw here at a dillance fundry

little family parties walking arm in arm along the banks of the Thames. Every thing

breathed a foft and pleafing calm, which warmed my heart ; and filled it with fome of

the moft pleafing fenfations, of which our nature is fufceptible.

Beneath I trod on that frefh, even, and foft verdure, which is to be feen only in Eng-

land : on one fide of me lay a wood, than which nature cannot produce a finer j and

on the other, Thames with its ftielvy bank and charming lawns, rifing like an amphi-

theatre ; along which, here and there, one efpies a pidurefque white houfe, afpiring, in

majeftic fimplicity, to pierce the dark foliage of the furrounding tree, ; thus, ftudding,

like ftars in the galaxy, the rich expanfe of this charming vale.

Sweet Richmond ! never, no never fliall I forget that lovely evening, when from thy

fairy hills thou didft fo hofpitably fmile on me, a poor lonely, infignificant ftranger ! As
I traverfed to and fro thy meads, thy little fwelling hills, and flowery dells, and above

all.
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all, that queen of all rivers, thy own majeflic Thames, I forgot all fublunary care?, and
thought only of heaven and heavenly things. Happy, thrice happy am 1, [ again and
again exclaimed, that I am no longer in yon gloomy city, but here in F.l\fium, m Rich,

mond

!

ye copfy hills, ye green meadows, and ye rich ftreams in this blefled countrv,

—

how have ye enchanted me ! Still however, let me recoUeft, and refolve, as I firmly do,

that even ye fhall not prevent my return to thofe barren and dufly lands, where my,
perhaps a lefs indulgent, deftiny has placed me ; and where, in the due difcharge of all

the arduous and important duties of that humble fundion, to which providence has

called me, I mufl and I will faithfully exert my bcfl talents : and in that exertion find

pleafure, and I trull, happincfs. In every future moment of my life, however, the re-

colledion of this fcene, and the feelings it infpired, Ihall cheer my labours, and invigo-

rate my efibrts.

Thefe were fome of my reflexions, my dearefl friend, during my folltary walk. Of
the evening I paffed at Richmond, I fpeak feebly, when I content myfelf with faying

only, it was one of the pleafanteft I ever fpent in my life.

1 now refolved to go to bed early, with a firm purpofe of alfo rifing early the next

day, to revifit this charming walk. For I thought to myfelf, I have now fecn this

Tempe of the modern world imperfeftly ; I have feen it only by moon-light : how
much more charming mufl it be, when gliflening with the morning dew ! Thefe fond
hopes alas! were all difappointed. In all great fchemes of enjoyment, it is 1 believe, no bad
way always to figure to yourfelf fome pofTible evil that may arife ; and to anticipate a
difappointment. If I had done fo, I Ihould not perhaps have felt the mortification I

then experienced, quite fo pungent. By fome means or other I ftaid too long out, and
-fo when I returned to Richmond, I had forgot the name and the fign of the inn,

where I had before flopped ; it coft me no little trouble to find it again.

When at lafl, I got back, I told the people what a fweet walk I had had ; and they

then fpoke much of a profpedl from a neighbouring hill, known by the name of Rich-
mond Hill, which was the very fame hill, from the top of which I had jufl been gazing,

at the houfes in the vale the preceding evening. From this fame hill, therefore, I re-

folved the next morning to fee the fun rife.

The landlady of this houfe was a notable one ; and talked fo much and fo loud to her
fers'ants, that I could not get to fleep, till it was pretty late. However I was up next
morning at three o'clock: and was now particularly fenfible of the great inconveniences

they fuflain in England by their bad cuftom of rifing fo late: for, as I was the only one
in this family who was up, I could not get out of the houfe. This obliged me to fpend
three mod irkfome and heavy hours till fix o'clock ; however, a fervant, at length,

opened the door ; and I rulhed out, to climb Richmond-hill. To my infinite difap-

pointment, w ithin the fpace of an hour, the Iky had become overcaft, and it was now
fo cloudy, that I could not even fee, nor of courfe enjoy, one half of the delightful prof-

peft that lay before me.
On the top of this hill is an alley of chefnut-trees, under which here and there feats

are placed. Behind the alley is a row of well-built gentlemen's country feats : one does
not wonder to fee it thus occupied ; befides the pure air, the profpeft exceeds every
thing elfe of the kind in the world. I never faw a palace, which (if I were the owner
of it) I would not give for any of the houfes I now faw on Richmond Terrace.

The defcent of the hill to the Thames is covered with verdure, the Thames, at the

foot of it, forms near a ferai-circlej in which it feems to embrace woody plains,

witk
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with meadows and country feats in its bofom. On one fide you fee the town and its

magnificent bridge ; and on the other a dark wood.
At a diftance you could perceive peeping out among the meadows and woods fundry

fmall villages, fo that notwithftanding the dullnefs of the weather,, i his profpefl:, even
now, was one of the finefl: I had ever feen. But what is the reafon, that yefterday even-

ing my feelings were far more acute and lively, the imprefhons made on me much ftrong-

er, when from the vale I viewed the hill, and fancied that there was in it every thing

that was delightful, than they are this morning, when from the hill I overlooked the

vale, and knew pretty exadly what it contained ?

I have now finifhed my breakfaft; and once more feize my ftafF, (the only companion
I have) and now again, fet out on this romantic journey on foot. From Windfor you
ihali hear more of me.

Wind/or, lyh June.

I HAVE already, my dearefl: friend, now that I write to you from hence, expe-

ri«iced fo many inconveniences as a traveller on foot, that I am at fome lofs to deter-

mine, whether or no I fhall go on with my journey in the fame manner.

A traveller on foot in this country feems to be confidered as a fort of wild man, or

out-of-the-way being, who is flared at, pitied, fufpefted, and fliunned by every body
that meets him. At leafl this has hitherto been my cafe, on the road from Richmond
to Windfor.

My hoft at Richmond, yefterday morning, could not fufficiently exprefs his fur-

prize, that I intended to venture to walk as far as Oxford, and Hill farther. He how-

ever was fo kind as to fend his fon, a clever little boy, to (hew me the road leading to

Windfor.

At firfl; I walked along a very pleafant footway by the fide of the Thames ; where

clofe to my right lay the king's garden. On the oppofite bank of the Thames was

Ifleworth, a fpot that feemed to be diftinguifhed by fome elegant gentlemen's country-

feats and gardens. Here I was obliged to ferry the river, in order to get into the Ox-
ford-road, which alfo leads to Windfor.

When I was on the other fide of the water, I came to a houfe, and aflced a man who
was fl;anding at the door, if I was on the right road to Oxford. " Yes," faid he, " but

you want a carriage to carry you thither :" when 1 anfwered him that I intend-

ed walking it, he looked at me fignificantly, fliook his head, and went into the houfe

again.

I was now on the road to Oxford. It is a charming fine broad road ; and I met on

it carriages without number ; which, however, on account of the heat, occafioned a duft

that was extremely troublefome and difagreeable. The fine green hedges, which bor-

der the roads in England, contribute greatly to render them pleafant. This was the

cafe in the road I now travelled : for, when I was tired, I fat down in the fhade under

one of thefe hedges, and read Milton. But this relief was foon rendered difagreeable

to me; for, thofe who rode, or drove, pad me, fl;ared at me with aftonifliment ; and

made many fignificant geftures, as if they thought my head deranged. So fingular muft

it needs have appeared to them to fee a man fitting along the fide of a public road, and

reading. I therefore found myfelf obliged when I wiihed to relt myklf and read, to

look out for a retired fpot in fome by-lane or crofs-road.

When



MORITZ'S TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ZHGLAVTi. 529

When I again walked, many of the coachmen who drove by called out to me, ever

and anon, and aflced if I would not ride uu the outfide ; and when, every now and tlieii,

a farmer on horlcback met me, he faid, and feeuiingly with an air of pity for nie,

—

" 'tis warm walking, fir !" and when I pafl'ed through a village, every old woman tef-

tified her pity by an exclamation of—" Good God !".

As far as Houiiflow, the way was very pleafant ; afterwards I thought it not quite fo

good. It lay acrofs a common, which was of a confiderable extent, and bare and

naked ; excepting that here and there, I faw iheep feeding.

I now began to be very tired ; when, to my aftonifliment, I faw a tree in'the middle

of the common, that itood quite folitary, and fpread a fliade like an arbour round it ; at

the bottom, round the trunk, a bench was placed, on which one may fit dow n ; be-

neath the fhade of this tree I repofed myfelf a little, read fome of Milton, and made a

note in my memorandum-book, that I would remember this tree, which had fo charita-

bly and hofpitably received under its fliade a weary traveller. This, you fee, I have

now done.

The fhort Englifh miles are delightful for walking
;
you are always pleafed to find,

every now and then, in how fliort a time you have walked a mile ; though, no doubt,

a mile is every where a mile. I walk but a moderate pace, and can accomplifh four

Englifli miles in an hour ; it ufed to take me pretty nearly the fame time for one Ger-
man mile. Now it is a pleafing exchange to find, that in two hours I can walk eight

miles. And now I fancy, I was about feventeen miles from London, when I came to

an inn, where, for a little wine and water, I was obliged to pay fixpence. An Eng-
lifliman who happened to be fitting by the fide of the innkeeper, found out that I was a

German, and of courfe from the country of his queen ; in praife of whom he was quite

lavifh ; obferving more than once, that England never had had fuch a queen, and would
not eafily get fuch another.

It now began to grow hot. On the left hand, almoft clofe to the high road, I met
•with a Angularly clear rivulet. In this I bathed, and was much refrelhed j and after-

wards, with frelh alacrity, continued my journey.

I had now got over the common, and was once more in a country rich and well cul-

tivated, beyond all conception. This continued to be the cafe as far as Slough, which
is twenty miles and a half from London, or the way to Oxford ; and from which to

the left there is a road leading to Windfor, whofe high white caltle I have already feen

at a diftance.

I made no flay here, but went diredly to the right, along a very pleafant high-

road, between meadows and green hedges, towards Windfor, where I arrived about

noon.

It ftrikes a foreigner as foraething particular and unufual, when, on pafTmg through
thefe fine Englifh towns, he obferves none of thole circumftances by which the towns
in Germany are diftinguifhed from the villages, no walls, no gates, no fentries, nor
garrifons. No ftern examiner comes here to fearch and infpeft us or our baggage ; no
imperious guard here demands a fight of our paffports

;
perfeftly free and unmolefted,

we here walk through villages and towns as unconcerned as we (hould through an
houfe of our own.

Juft before I got to Windfor, I pafl'ed Eton college, one of the firfl: public fchools in

England, and perhaps in the world. I have before obferved, that there are in England
fewer of thefe great fchools than one might expeft. It lay on my left j and on the

right, diredly oppofite to it, was an inn, into which I went.

VOL. a. 3 Y . I fuppofe
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I fuppofe it was during the hour of recreation, or in playtime, when I got to Eton;

for I fuw the boys in the yard before the college, which was inclofed by a low wall,

in great numbers, walking and running up and down.
Their drefs ilruck me pax'ticularly : from the biggefl to the leaft, they all wore black

cloaks, or gowns, over coloured cloaths ; through which there was an aperture for their

arms. They alfo wore befides, a fquare hat or cap, that feemed to be covered with

velvet, fuch as our clergymen in many places wear.

They were differently employed ; fome talking together ; fome playing ; and fome

had their books in their hands, and were reading ; but I was foon obliged to get out

of their fight, they flared at me fo, as I came along, all over dull, with my ftick in

my hand.

As I entered the inn, and defired to have fomething to eat, the countenance of the

waiter foon gave me to underftand, that I fliould there find no very friendly reception.

Whatever I got they feemed to give me with fuch an air, as (hewed too plainly how
little they ihought of me ; and as if they confidered me but as a beggar. I mufl do

them thejuftice to own, however, that they fuffered me to pay like a gentleman. No
doubt this was the firfl: time this pert bepowdered puppy had ever been called on to

wait on a poor devil, who entered their place on foot. I was tired, and alked for a bed-

room, where I might fleep. They ftiewed me into one that much refembled a prifon

for maiefaiftors. I requefted that I might have a better room at night ; on which, with-

out any apology, they told me, that they. had no intention of lodging me, as they had

no room for fuch guefts ; but that I might go back to Slough, where very probably I

might get a night's lodging.

With money in my pocket, and a confcioufnefs, moreover, that I was doing nothing

^ that w as either imprudent, unworthy, or really mean, I own it mortified and vexed me,

to find myfelf obliged to put up with this impudent ill-ufage from people who ought to

refleft, that they are but the fervants of the public, and little likely to recommend them-

felves to the high by being infolent to the low. They made me, however, pay them

two {hillings for my dinner and coffee ; which 1 had juft thrown down, and was pre-

paring to fhake oflf the dufl from my fhoes, and quit this inhofpitable St. Chriflopher,

when the green hills of Windfor fmiled fo friendly upon me, that they feemed to invite

me firfl to vifit them.

And now trudging through the (Ireets of Windfor, I at length mounted a fort of

liill ; a fleep path led me on to its fummit, clofe to the walls of the caflle, where I had

an uncommonly extenfive and fine profpeft, which fo much raifed my heart, that in a

moment, I forgot not only the infults of waiters and tavern-keepers, but the hardfhip

of my lot, in being obliged to travel in a manner that ejcpofed me to the fcorn of a

people whom I wifhed to refpeft. Below me lay the moil beautiful landfcapes in tlie

world ; all the rich fcenery that nature, in her befl attire, can exhibit. Here were the

fpots that furniflied thofe delightful themes, of which the mufe of Denham and Pope

made choice. 1 feemed to view a whole world at once, rich and beautiful beyond con-

ception. At that moment what more could I have wifhed for.

And the venerable caflle, that royal edifice which, in every part of it, has flrong

traces of antiquity, fmiles through its green trees, like the ferene countenance of fome

hoary fage, who, by the vigor of an happy conflitudon, flill retains many of the charms

of youth.

Nothing infpircd me with more veneration and awe, than the fine old building St.

George% church ; which, as you come down from the caflle, is on your right. At the

fight of it, paft centuries feemed to revive in ray imagination.

But
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But I will fee no more of thofe fif^hts which are fhcwn you by on^^ of thofc venal

praters, who ten times a day, parrot-wife, repeat over the fame dull IciTcn they have

got by heart. The furly fellow, w ho for a (hilling conducted me round the church,

had nearly, with his chattering, deflroyed the fmeft impreiiions. Henry the Ei.^hth,

Charles the Firlt, and Edwai'd the Fourth, are buried here. After all, this church,

both within and without, has a molt melancholy and difmal appearance.

They were building at what is called the queen's palace ; and prodigious quantities

of materials are provided for that purpofe.

I now went down a gentle decHvity into the delightful prirk at Windfor ; at the foot

of which it looks fo fombrous and gloomy, that I could hardly help fancying it .was

fome vail old Gothic temple. This foreft certainly, in point of beauty, furpafleo every

thing of the kind you can figure to yourfelf. To its own charms, when I faw it, there

were added a mod pleafmg and philofophical folitude ; the coolnefs of an evening

breeze; all aided by the foft founds of mufic, which, at this diftancc from the caftle,

from whence it iflued, was inexpreffibly fweet. It threw me into a fort of enthu-

fialtic and pleafmg reverie, which made me ample amends for the fatigues, difcourte-

lics, and continued crofs accidents I had encountered in the courfe of the day.

I now left the foreft ; the clock ftruck fix, and the workmen were going home from

their work.

I have forgot to mention the large round tower of the caftle ; which is alfo a very

ancient building. The roads that lead to it are, all along their fides, planted with

llirubs ; thefe being modern and lively, make a pleafmg contraft to the fine old moffy

walls. On the top of this tower the flag of Great Britain is ufually difplayed ; which,

hawever, as it w^as now late in the evening, was taken in.

As I came down from the caftle, I faw the king driving up to it, in a very plain, two.

wheeled, open carriage. The people here were politer than I ufed to think they were

in London ; for I did not fee a fmgle perfon, high or low, who did not pull off their

hats as their fovereign pafied them.

I was now again in Windfor ; and found myfelf not far from the caftle, oppofite to

a very capital inn, where I faw many officers and feveral perfons of confequence going

in and out. And here at this inn, contrary to all expectation, I was received by the

landlord with great civility, and even kindnefs ; very contrary to the haughty and in-

folent airs which the upftart at the other, and his jackanapes of a waiter, there thought

fit to give themfelves.

However, it feemed to be my fate to be ftill a fcandal and an eye-fore to all the wait-

ers. The maid, by the order of her mafter, fliewed me a room where I might adjuft

my drefs a little ; but I could hear her mutter and grumble as flie went along with me.

Having put myfelf a httle to rights, I went down into the coffee-room, which is imme-

diately at the entrance of the houfe, and told the landlord, that I thought I wiflied to

have yet one more walk. On this- he obligingly direded me to ftroU down a pleafant

field behind his houfe, at the foot of which, he faid, I ihould find the Thames, and a

good bathing-place.

I followed his advice, and this evening was, if poflible, finer than the preceding.

Here again, as 1 had been told I ftiould, I found the Thames with all its gentle wind-

ings; Windfor flione nearly as bright over the green vale, as thofe charming houfes

on Richmond hill, and the verdure was not lefs foft and delicate. The field I was in,

feemed to flope a little towards the Thames. I feated myfelf near a bufti, and there

waited the going down of the fun. At a diftance 1 faw a number of people bathing in

the I'hames. When after fun-fct, they were a little difperfed, I drew near the fpot I

3 Y 2 had
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had been direded to ; and here, for the firfl: time, I fported in the cool ti da of the

Thames. The bank was fteep, but my landlord had dug fome fteps that went down
into the water ; which is extremely convenient for thofe who cannot fwim. Whilfl I

was there, a couple of fmart lively apprentice boys came alfo from the town ; who,
with the greatell expedition, threw off their cloaths and leathern aprons, and plunged

themfelves, head foremoft, into the water, where they oppofed the tide with their

fmewy arms till they were tired. They advifed me with much natural civility,

to untie my hair, and that then, like them, I might plunge into the ftream head

foremoft.

Refreflied and ftrengthened by this cool bath, I took a long walk by moon-light on

the banks of the Thames ; to my left were the towers of Windfor, before me a little

village, with a fteeple, the top of which peeped out among the green trees ; at a dif-

tance two inviting hills, which I was to climb in the morning ; and around me the

green corn-fields. Oh ! how indefcribably beautiful was this evening, and this walk !

At a diftance among the houfes, I could eafily defcry the inn where I lodged, and where
I feemed to myfelf at length to have found a place of refuge, and an home ; and I

thought, if I could but ftay there, I fhould not be very forry if I were never to find

another.

How foon did all thefe pleafing dreams vanifh ! On my return the waiters (who
from my appearance, too probably expected but a ti-ifling reward for their attentions

to me) received me gruffly, and as if they were forry to fee me again. This was
not all ; I had the additional mortification to be again roughly accofted by the crofs

maid, who had before fhewn me to the bed-chamber ; and who, dropping a kind of

half courtefy, with a fuppreffed laugh, fneeringly told me, I might look out for ano-

ther lodging, as I could not fleep there, fince the room fhe had by miftake Ihewn me,
was already engaged. It can hardly be neceffary to tell you, that I loudly protefted

againft this fudden change. At length the landlord came, and I appealed to him
j

and he with great courtefy immediately defired another room to be Ihewn me ; in which,

however, there were two beds ; fo that I was obliged to admit a companion. Thus
was I very near being a fecond time turned out of an inn.

Directly under my room was the tap-room ; from which I could plainly hear too

much of the converfation of fome low people, who were drinking and finging fongs, in

which, as far as I could underftand them, there were many palfages at lead as vulgar

and nonfenfical as ours.

This company I gueffed, confided chiefly of foldiers and low fellows. I was hardly

well lulled to flecp by this hurly-burly, when my chum (probably one of the drinking

party below) came ftumbling into the room and againft my bed. At length, though

not without fome difficulty, he found his own bed; into which he threw himfelf juft

as he was, without ftaying to pull off either cloaths or boots.

This morning I rofe very early, as I had propofed, in order to climb the two hills,

which yefterday prefented me with fo inviting a profpeft ; and in particular, that one of

them on the fummit of which an high white houfe appeared among the dark green trees

;

the other was clofe by.

I found no regular path leading to thefe hills ; and therefore went ftraight forward,

without minding roads ; only keeping in view the objeft of my aim. This certainly

created me fome trouble. I had fometimes an hedge, and fometimes a bog to walk
round ; but at length I had attained the foot of the fo earneftly wiflied-for hill, with

the high white houfe on its fummit, when, juft as I was going to afcend it, and was
already pleafing myfelf in the idea with the profped from the white houfe, behold I

7 read
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read thefe words on a board : Take care ! there are fteel traps and fpring guns here.

All my labour was loft, and I now went round to the other hill ; but here were alfo

fteel traps and fpring guns, though probably never intended to annoy I'uch a wanderer

as myfelf, who wiftied only to enjoy the fine morning air from this eminence.

Thus difappointed in my hopes, I returned to Windfor, much in the fame temper

and manner as 1 had yefterday morning from Richmond-Hill ; w here my wilhes had

alfo been fruftrated.

When I got to my inn, I received from the ill-tempered maid, who feemed to have

been ftationed there on purpofe to plague and vex me, the polite welcome, that on no

account fhould I fleep another night there. Luckily, that was not my intention. I now
write to you in the coffee room, where two Germans are talking together, who cer-

tainly little fufpeft how well I underftand them ; if I were to make myfelf known to

them, as a German, moft probably, even thefe fellows would not fpeak to me, be-

caufe I travel on foot. I fancy they are Hanoverians ! The weather is fo fine, that

notwithftanding the inconveniences I have hitherto experienced on this account, I think

I fhall condnue my journey in the fame manner.

Oxford, June J 5';

TO what various, fingular, and unaccountable fatalities and adventures are not foot-

travellers expofed, in this land of carriages and horfes ! But, I will begin my relation

in form and order.

In Windfor, I was obliged to pay for an old fowl I had for fupper ; for a bed-room
which I procured with fome difficulty and not without murmurs, and in which, to

compleat my mifadventures, I was difturbed by a drunken fellow ; and for a couple

of diflies of tea, nine fliillings, of which the fowl alone was charged fix fliilHngs.

As I was going away, the waiter, who had ferved me with fo very ill a grace, placed

himfelf on the ftairs, and faid, " pray remember the waiter!" I gave him three half-

pence : on which he faluted me with the heartieft G

—

d d—n you, fir ! I had ever

heard. At the door ftood the crofs maid, who alfo accofted me with—" pray remem-
ber the chamber-maid !"—" Yes, yes," faid I, " I ftiall long remember your moft

ill-mannered behaviour and fhameful incivility ;" and fo I gave her nothing. I hope
Ihe was ftung and nettled at my reproof : however fhe ftrove to ftifle her anger by a

contemptuous, loud horfe laugh. Thus, as I left Windfor, I was literally followed

by abufes and curfes.

I am very forry to fay, that I rejoiced when 1 once more perceived the towers of

Windfor behind me. It is not proper for wanderers to be prowling near the palaces of

kings : and fo I fat me down, philofophically, in the ftiade of a green hedge, and again

read Milton, no friend of kings, though the firft of poets. Whatever I may think of

their inns, it is impoffible not to admire and be charmed with this country.

I took my way through Slough by Salt-hill, to Maidenhead. At Salthill, which

can hardly be called even a village, I faw a barber's fliop ; and fo I refolved to get

myfelf both fhaved and dreffed. For putting my hair a little in order, and ftiaving

me, I was forced to pay him a ftiilling. Oppofite to this {hop, there ftands an elegant

houfe, and a neat garden.

Between Salt hill and Maidenhead, I met with the firft very remarkable and alarm-

ing adventure, that has occurred during my pilgrimage.

Hitherto I had fcarcely met a fingle foot paflenger, whilft coaches without number
every moment rolled pafs me j for, there are lew roads, even in England, more

crowded
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crowded than this weftem road, which leads to Bath and Briftol, as well as to Oxford.

I now alfo began to meet numbers of people on horfeback ; which is by no means an

ufual method of travelling.

The road now led me along a low funken piece of ground between high trees, fo

that I could not fee far before me, when a fellow in a brown frock and round hat, with

a ftick in his hand a great deal ftronger than mine, came up to me. His countenance

immediately ftruck me, as having in it fomething fufpicious. He however paffed me
;

but before I was aware, he turned back and afked me for a halfpenny, to buy, as he

faid, fome bread, as he had eat nothing that day. I felt in my pocket, and found that

I had no halfpence ; no, nor even a fixpence ; in fliort, nothing but fhillings. I told

him the circumftance, which I hoped would excufe me : on which he faid, with an

air and manner the drift of which I could not underftand, "God blefs my foul!"

This drew my attention ftill clofer to the huge brawny fift, which grafped his ftick

;

and that clofer attention determined me immediately to put my hand in my pocket and

give him a (hilling. Meanwhile a coach came up. The fellow thanked me, and went on.

Had the coach come a moment fooner, I fhould not eafily have given him the (hilling ;

which, God knows, I could not well (pare. Whether this was a foot-pad or not, I will

not pretend to fay; but he had every appearance of it.

1 now came to Maidenhead bridge, which is (ive and twenty Englifli miles from

London.
The Englifli mile-ftones give me much pleafure ; and they certainly are a great con-

venience to travellers. They have often feemed to eafe me of half the diftance of a

journey, merely by telling me how far I had already gone ; and by alTuring me that

I was on the right road. For, befides the diftance from London, every mile-ftone

informs you, that, to the next place is fo many miles : and where there are crofs-

roads, there are direftion-pofts, fo that it is hardly po(rible to lofe one's-felf in walk-

ing. I muft confefs that all this journey has feemed but as it were one continued walk

for pleafure.

From Maidenhcad-bridge, there is a delightful profpeft towards an hill, which ex-

tends itfelf along the right bank of the Thames : and on the top of it, there are two

beautiful country feats, all furrounded with meadows and parks. The (irft is called

Taplow, and belongs to the earl of Inchiquin ; and a little farther Cliefden, which

alfo belongs to him. ".' ^'

'

Thefe villas feem all to be furrounded with green meadows ; lying along thick

woods ; and, altogether, are moft charming.

From this bridge, it is not far to Maidenhead ; near which, on the left, is another

profpeft of a beautiful feat, belonging to Pennyfton Powney, efq.

All this knowledge I have gained chiefly from my Englifli guide ; which I have

conftantly in my hand ; and in which every thing moft worthy of notice in every mile

is marked. Thefe notices I get confirmed or refuted by the people at whofe houfes

I ftop ; who wonder how I, who am a foreigner, have come to be fo well acquainted

with their country.

Maidenhead is a place of little note ; for fome mulled ale, which I defired them to

make me, I was obliged to pay nine pence. 1 fancy they did not take me to be either

a great, or a very rich man. For, I heard them fay, as I pafled on, " A flout fel-

low !" This, though perhaps not untrue, did not feem to found in my ears, as very

rcfpeftful.

At the end of the village was a Ihoe-maker's (hop ;
juft as at the end of Salthill,

there was a baiber's (hop.

From
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Form hence I went to Henley, which is eleven miles from Maidenhead, and thirty,

fix from London.
Having walked pretty fall for fix Englifh miles together, and being now only five

miles from Henley, I came to a rifing ground where there juft happened to be a mile-

flone, near which I fat down, to enjoy one of the moft delightful profpeds ; the con-
templation of which, I recommend to every one, who may ever happen to come to this

fpot. Ciofe before me rofe a foft hill, full of green corn-fields, fenced with quick-
hedges ; and the top of it was encircleti with a wood.
At fome little diftance, in a large femicircle, one green hill rofe after another, all

around me, gently raifing themfelves aloft from the banks of the Thames, and on which
woods, meadows, arable lands, and villages were interfperfed in the greatefl: and moft
beautiful variety ; whilft at their foot the Thames meandered, in moft pifturefque

windings, among villages, gentlemen's feats, and green vales.

The banks ot the Thames are every where beautiful, every where charming : how
delighted was I with the fight of it, when, having loft it for a fliort time, I fuddenly

and unexpededly faw it again with all its beautiful banks. In the vale below, flocks

were feeding ; and from the hills, I heard the fweet chimes of diftant bells.

The circumflance that renders thefe Englifli profpeds fo enchantingly beautiful, is a
concurrence and union of the tout enfemble. Every thing coincides and confpires to ren-

der them fine, moving, pidures. It is impoifible to name, or find a fpot, on which
the eye would not delight to dwell. Any of the lead beautiful of any of thefe views
that I have feen in England, would any where in Germany, be deemed a pa-

radife.

Reinforced, as it were, by this gratifying profpeft, to fupport frefh fatigues, I now
walked a quick pace, both up and down the hills, the five remaining miles to Henley j
where I arrived about four in the afternoon.

To the left, juft before I got to Henley, on this fide of the Thames, I faw on a
hill, a fine park and a magnificent country feat ; at prefent occupied by general

Conway.
Juft before my entrance into Henley, I walked a little direftly on the banks of the

Thames ; and fat myfelf down in the high grafs ; whilfl: oppofite to me, on the other

fide, lay the park on the hill. As I was a little tired, I fell alleep, and when I

awaked the laft rays of the fetting fun juft (hone upon me.
Invigorated by this fweet, though fliort, flumber, I walked on ; and entered the

town. It's appearance, however, indicated that it was too fine a place for me, and
fo I determined to ftop at an inn on the road-fide ; fuch an one as the Vicar of Wake-
field well calls, "the refort of indigence and frugality."

The word of it was, no one, even in thefe places of refuge, would take me in. Yet,
on this road, I met two farmers, the firfl of whom I aiked, whether he thought I could
get a night's lodging at an houfe which I faw at a dillance, by the road fide. " Yes,
fir, I dare fay you may ! he replied. But he was miftaken : when I came there, I was
accofted with that fame harfh falutation, which though alas, no longer quite new to

me, was (till unpleafing to my ears, " We have got no beds
;
you can't flay here to

night!" It was the fame at the other inn, on the road ; I was therefore obliged to de-

termine to walk on as far as Nettlebed, which was five miles farther j where I arrived

rather late in the evening, when it was indeed quite dark.

Every thing feemed to be all alive in this little village ; there was a party of militia

foldiers who were dancing, finging, and making merry. Immediately on my entrance
into the village, the firfl; houfe that I faw, lying on luy left was an inn, from which,

6 as
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as ufual in England, a large beam extended acrofs the ftreet to the oppofite

houfe, from which hung dangling an aftonilliing large fign, with the name of the pro-

prietor.

" May I flay here to night ?" I afked with eagernefs : " why, yes, you may 5" an

dnfwer, which, however cold and furly, made me exceedingly happy.

They fliewed me into the kitchen, and fet me down to fup at the fame table with fome
fokiiers and the fervants. I now, for the firfl: time, found myfelf in one of thofe

kitchens which I had lb often read of in Fielding's fine novels ; and which certainly gire

one, on the whole, a very accurate idea of Englifli manners.

The chimney in this kitchen, where they were roafting and boiling, feemed to be
taken off from the reft of the room and enclofed by a wooden partition : the reft of

the apartment was made ufe of as a fitting and eating room. All round on the fides

were flielves with pewter difhes and plates, and the ceiling was well ftored with pro-

vifions of various kinds, fuchas fugar-loaves, black-puddings, hams, faufages, flitches of

bacon, &c.

While I was eating, a poft-chaife drove up ; and in a moment both the folding-doors

were thrown open, and the whole houfe fet in motion, in order to receive, with all due

Tefpeft, thefe guefts, who, no doubt, were fuppofed to be perfons of confequence. The
gentlemen alighted however only for a moment, and called for nothing but a

couple of pots of beer ; and then drove away again. Notwithftanding the people

of the houfe behaved to them with all poflible attention, for. they came in a poft-

chaife.

Though this was only an ordinary village, and they certainly did not take me
for a perfon of confequence, they yet gave me a carpeted bed-room, and a very good

bed.

The next morning I put on clean linen, which I had along with me, and dreffed my-
felf as well as I could. And now, when I thus made my appearance, they did not,

as they had the evening before, (hew me into the kitchen, but into the parlour ; a

room that feemed to be allotted for ftrangers, on the ground-floor. I was alfo now
addrefled by the mofl: refpedful term, fir ; whereas, the evening before I had been

called only majier : by this latter appellation, I believe, it is ufual to addrefs only far-

mers, and quite common people.

This was Sunday ; and all the family were in their funday-cloaths. I now be-

gan to be much pleafed with this village, and fo I refolved to flop at it for the day, and

attend divine-fervice. For this purpofe I borrowed a prayer-book of my hoft. Mr.
illing was his nam.e, which ftruck me the more, perhaps, becaufe it is a very common
name in Germany. During my breakfaft I read over feveral parts of the Englilh liturgy,

and could not help being ftruck at the circumftance that every word in the whole fervice

feerns to be prefcribed and diftated to the clergyman. They do not vifit the fick but

by a prefcribed form : as, for inftance, they muft begin by faying, " Peace be to this

houfe," ^cc.

Its being called a prayer-book, rather than, like ours, an hymn-book, arifes from

the nature of the Englifli fervice, which is compofcd yery Httle of tinging ; and al-

rnoft entirely of praying. The pfalms of David, however, are here tranflated into

Englifli verfe ; and are generally printed at the end of Englifli prayer-books.

Tlie prayer-book, which my landlord lent me, was quite a family-piece ; for all his

children's births and names, and alfo his ovni wedding-day, were very carefully fet

down on it. Even on this account alone the book would not have been uninterefting

^o me.
At
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At half-pafl: nine, the fervice began. Diredly oppofite to our houfc, the boys of the

village were all drawn up, as if they had been recruits, to be drilled : all well-looking,

healthy lads, neat and decently drefled, and with their hair cut Ihort and combed oa
the forehead, according to the Englifli fafhion. Their bolbms were open, and the

white frills of their fhirts turned back on each fide. They feemed to be drawn up here

at the entrance of the village, merely to wait the arrival of the clergyman.

I walked a little way out of the village ; where, at fome dillance, I faw feveral

people coming from another village, to attend divine fervice here at Nettlebed.

At length came the parfon on horfeback. The boys pulled off their hats, and all

made him very low bows. He appeared to be rather an elderly man, and wore his own
hair round and decently dreffed ; or rather curled naturally.

The bell now rung in, and fo I too, with a fort of fccret proud fenfation, as if I alfo

had been an Englifliman, went with my prayer-book under my arm to church, along

with the reft of the congregation; and when I got into the church, the clerk very civilly

feated me clofe to the pulpit.

Nothing can poffibly be more fimple, apt, and becoming than the few decorations of

this church.

Dire6lly over the altar, on two tables, in large letters, the ten commandments were
written. There furely is much wifdom and propriety in thus placing, full in the \ievf

of the people, the fum and fubftance of all morality.

Under the pulpit, near the fteps that led up to it, was a delk, from which the clergy-

man read the liturgy, the refponfes were all regularly made by the clerk ; the whole
congregation joining occafionally, though but in a low voice : As for inftance, the mi-

nifter faid, " Lord have mercy upon us !" the clerk and the congregation immediately

fubjoin, " and forgive us all our fins." In general, when the clergyman offers up a

prayer, the clerk, and the whole congregation anfwer only, u^mett

!

The Engliffi fervice muft needs be exceedingly fatiguing to the officiating rainifter,

inafmuch as, befides a fermon, the greateft part of the liturgy falls to his fhare to read,

befides the pfalms, and two leffons. The joining of the whole congregation in prayer

has fomething exceedingly folemn and affefting in it. Two foldiers, who fat near me
in the church, and who had probably been in London, feemed to wiffi to pafs for phi-

lofophers, and wits ; for they did not join in the prayers of the church.

The fervice was now pretty well advanced, when I obfervcd fome little itir in the defk,

the clerk was bufy, and they feemed to be preparing for fomething new and folemn ;

and I alfo perceived feveral mufical inftruments. The clergyman now flopped, and the

clerk then faid, in a loud voice, " Let us fing to the praife and glory ofGod, the forty-

feventh pfalm."

I cannot well exprefs how affefting and edifying it feemed to me, to hear this whole,

orderly, and decent congregation, in this fmall country church, joining together, with

vocal and inftrumental mufic, in the praife of their Maker. It was the more grateful,

as having been performed not by mercenary muficians, but by the peaceful and pious

inhabitants, of this fweet village. I can hardly figure to myfelf any offering more likely

to be grateful to God.
The congregation fang and prayed alternately feveral times ; and the tunes of the

pfalms were particularly lively and cheerful, though at the fame time fufficiently grave,

and uncommonly intercfting. I am a warm admirer of all facred mufic ; and I cannot

but add, that, that of tbe church of England is particularly calculated to raife the heart

to devotion. I own it often affcdcd me even to tears.

VOL. II. 3 z The
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The clergyman now flood up and nude a fhort, but very proper difcourfe on this

text ; " Not all they who fay, Lord, Lord! fliall enter the kingdom of heaven." His

language was particularly plain, though forcible ; his arguments were no lefs plain, con-

vincing, and eameft ; but contained nothing that was particularly ftriking. I do not

think the fermon lafted more than half an hour.

This clergyman had not perhaps a very prepoflefling appearance : I thought him alfo

a little diftant and referved ; and I did not quite like his returning the bows of the far-

mers with a very formal nod.

I flaid till the fervice was quite over; and then went out of the church with the con-

gregation, and amufed myfelf with reading the infcriptions on the tomb-floncs, in the

church-yard j which, in general, are fimpler, more pathetic, and better written than

ours.

There were fome of them, which, to be fure, were ludicrous and laughable

enough.

Among thefe is one on the tomb of a fmith, which, on account of it's fingularity, I

here copy and fend you.

•' My fledge and anvil lie declin'd.

My bellows too have loft their wind ;

My fire's extinift, my forge decayM,
My coals are fpent, my iron's gone.

My nails are drove ; my work i$ done."

Many of thefe epitaphs clofed with the following quaint rhymes

:

" Phyficians were in vain ;

God knew the beft ;

So here I reft."

In the body of the church I faw a marble monument of a fon of the celebrated Dr»
Wallis, with the following fimple and aftefting infcription :

" Tlie fame good fenfe which qualified him for every publie employment.
Taught him to fpend his life here in retirement."

All the farmers, whom I faw here, were dreflfed, not as ours are, in coarfe frocks, bift

with fome tafte, in fine good cloth ; and were to be diftinguifhed from the people of
the town, not fo much by their drefs, as by the greater fimplicity and modefty of their

behaviour.

Some foldiers, who probably were ambitious of being thought to know the world,

and to be wits, joined me, as I was looking at the church, and feemed to be quite

afliamed of it, as, they faid, it was only a very miferable church. On which I took the

liberty to inform them, that no church could be miferable, which contained orderly and
good people.

I flaid here to dinner. In the afternoon there was no fervice ; the young people,

however, went to church, and there fang fome few pfalms. Others of the congregation

were alfo prcfent. This was conduced with fo much decorum, that I could hardly help

confidering it, as, a(Slually a kind of church-fervice. I flaid, with great pleafure, till

•his meeting alfo was over.

i I feemed
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I feemed indeed to be enchanted, and as if I could not leave this village. Three

times did I get off, in order to go on farther, and as often returned, more than half re-

folved to fpend a week, or more, in my favourite Nettlebed.

But the recolledion that I had but a few weeks to ftay in England, and that I mufl

fee Derbyfliirc, at length drove me away. I cafl many a longing, lingering look on
the little church-fteeple, and thofe hofpitable friendly roofs, where, all that morning, I

had found myfelf fo perfectly at home.

It was now nearly three o'clock in the afternoon when I left this place ; and I was

flill 1 8 miles from Oxford. However, I feemed refolved to make more than one ftage

of it to Oxford, that feat of the mufes, and fo, by pafling the night about five miles from
it, to reach it in good time next morning.

The road from Nettlebed feemed to me but as one long fine gravel walk in a neat

garden. And ciy pace in it was varied, like that of one walking in a garden : I fomc-

times walked quick, then flow, and then fat down and read Milton.

When I had got about eight miles from Nettlebed, and was now not far from Dor-

chefl:er, I had the Thames at fome diftance on my left ; and on the oppofite fide, I

faw an extenfive hill, behind which a tall mart feemed to rile. This led me to fup-

pofe, that on the other fide of the hill there mult needs alfo be a river. The profpeft

I promifed myfelf from this hill could not pofllbly be pafled ; and fo I went out of the

road to the left over a bridge acrofs the Thames, and mounted the hill, always keeping

the mall in view. When I had attained the fummit, I found (and not without fome

fiiame and chagrin) that it was all an illufion. There was, in fact, nothing before

me but a great plain ; and the mail had been fixed there, either as a may-pole only,

or to entice curious^people out of their way.

I therefore now again, flowlyand fullenly, defcended the hill, at the bottom of which

was an houfe, where feveral people were looking out of the window, and, as I fuppofed,

laughing at me. Even if it were fo, it feemed to be but fair, and fo it rather amufed,

than vexed me j and I continued to jog on, without much regretting my wafte journey

to the maft.

Not far from Dorchefl:er, I had another delightful view. The country here became
fo fine, that I pofitively could not prevail on myfelf to quit it, and fo I laid myfelf down
on the green turf, which was fo frefli and fweet, that I could almofl have been con-

tented, like Nebuchadnezzar, to have grazed on it. The moon was at the full ; the

fun darted its laft parting rays through the green hedges ; to all which was added, the

overpowering fragance of the meadows, the diverfified fong of the birds, the hills that

fkirted the Thames ; fome of them of a light, and others of a dark-green hue ; with the

tufted tops of trees difperfed here and there among them. The contemplation of all

thefe delightful circumftances well-nigh overcame me.

I arrived rather late at Dorchefter. This is only a fmall place ; but there is in it a

large and noble old church. As I was walking along, I faw feveral ladies with their

heads drefled, leaning out of their windows, or (landing before the houfes ; and this

made me conclude, that this was too fine a place for me ; and fo I determined to

walk on three quarters of a mile farther to Nuneham ; which place is only five

miles from Oxford. When I reached Nuneham, I was not a little tired; and it was
alfo quite dark.

The place confifts of two rows of low, neat houfes, built clofe to each other, and as re-

gular and uniform as a London ftreet. All the doors feemed to be ftiut ; and even a
light was to be feen only in a few of them.

322 At
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At length quite at the end of the place, I perceived a great fign hanging acrofs the

ftreet, and the lall houfe to the left was the inn, at which every thing feemed to be (till

in motion.

I entered without ceremony, and told them my errand ; which was, that I intended

to fleep there that night. " By no means ;" was the anfwer, " it was utterly impofli-

ble ; the whole houfe was full, and all their beds engaged ; and, as 1 had come fo far,

I might even as well walk on the remaining five miles to Oxford."

Being very hungry, I requeued that, at lead, they would give me fomething to eat.

To this they anfwered, that, as I could not ftay all night there, it would be more proper

for me to fup where I lodged ; and fo I might go on.

At length, quite humbled by the untowardnefs of my circumftances, I afked for a

pot of beer, and that they did vouchfafe to give me, for ready money only ; but a

bit of bread to eat with it (for which alfo I would willingly have paid) they peremp-

torily refufed me.

Such unparalleled inhofpitality I really could not have expefted in an EngliOi inn: but,

refolving, with a kind of fpiteful indignation, to fee how far their inhumanity would

carry them, I begged that they would only let me fleep on a bench, and merely give

me houfe-room ; adding-, that if they would grant me that boon only, I would pay

them the fame as for a bed ; for, that I was fo tired, I could not polfibly go any far-

ther. Even in the moment that I was thus humbly foliciting this humble boon, they

banged the door to full in my face.

As here, in a fmall village, they had refufed to receive me, it feemed to be pre-

fumption to hope, that I fhould gain admittance at Oxford. What could I do ? I

was much tired, and fo as it was not a very cold night, I refolved to pafs it in the open

air ; in this refolution, bouncing from this rude inn, I went to look out for a conve-

nient fpot for that purpofe, in an adjoining field, beneath fome friendly tree. Juft as I

had found a place, which I thought would do, and was going to pull oft" my great coat,

to lay under my head, by way of pillow, I heard fome one behind me, following me
•with a quick pace. At firft, I was alarmed, but my fears were foon difpelled by his

calling after me, and alking, " if I would accept of company."
As little as any one is to be trulled, who thus follows you into a field in a dark

night, yet it was a pleafure to me to find that there were fiill fome beings not quite

inhuman ; and at leaft one perfon, who flill interefted himfelf about me : I therefore

flopped, and as he came up to me, hefaid that if I was a good walker, we might keep

each other company, as he was alfo going to Oxford. I readily accepted of his pro-

pofal, and fo we immediately fet off" together.

Now, as I could not tell whether my travelling companion was to be trufled or not,

1 foon took an opportunity to let him know that I was poor, and much diftrefted. To
confirm this, I told him of the inhumanity with w hich I had jufl been treated at the inn;

where they refufed a poor wanderer fo much as a place to lay his head, or even a mor-
fel of bread for his money.

My companion fomewhat excufed the people by faying, that the houfe was really full

of people who had been at work in the neighbourhood, and now flept there. But that

they had refufed me a bit of bread he certainly could not juflify. As we went along,

other topics of converfation were Itarted, and among other things, he afliCd me, where

I came from that day .''

I anfwered from Nettlebed, and added, that I had attended divine fervicc there that

morning.

As
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As you probably pafTed through Dorchefter this afternoon, faid he, you might have
heard inc preach alio, had you come into tlie church there, for that is my curacy, from
which I am juil come, and am now returning to Oxford. So you are a clergyman,

faid I, quite overjoyed that, in a dark, night, I had met a companion on the road, who
was of the fame profeflion as myfelf. And I alfo, faid I, am a preacher of the gofpel,

though not of this country. And now I thought it right to give him to undenland,
that it was not, as I had before intimated, out of abfolute poverty, but with a view of
becoming better acquainted with men and manners, that I thus travelled on foot. lie

was as much pleafed with this agreeable meeting as myfelf, and before we took a (lep

farther, we cordially iliook hands.

He now began to addrefs me in Latin, and on my anfwering him in that language,

which I attempted to pronounce according to the Knglifli manner of fpeaking it, he
applauded me not a little for my correct pronunciation. He then told me, that fome
years ago, in the night alfo, and nearly at the fame fpot where he found me, he had
met another German, who likewife fpoke to him in Latin ; but this unknown coun-
tryman of mine had pronounced it fo very badly, that he faid it was abfolutely unin-

telligible.

The converfation now turned on various theological matters ; and among others on
the novel notions of a Dr. Prieftly, whom he romidly blamed. I was not at all difpofed

to difpute that point with him, and fo, profefling with great fincerity, an high elleem
for the church of England, and great refpect and regard for its clergy, I feemed to

gain his good opinion.

Beguiling the tedioufnefs of the road by fuch difcourfe, we were now got, almoft
without knowing it, quite to Oxford.

He told me I fhould now fee one of the fined and moft beautiful cities, not only in

England, but in all Europe. All he lamented was, that on account of the darknefs of

the night, I fhould not immediately fee it.

This really was the cafe ; and now, faid he, as we entered the town, I introduce you
into Oxford by one of the fineft, the longed, and moft beautiful ftreats, not only in

this city, but in England, and I may fafely add in all Europe.
The beauty and the magnificence of the ftreet I could not diflinguifli ; but of its

length I was perfectly fenfiWe by my fatigue ; for we ftill went on, and ftill through
the longeft, the fineft, and moft beautiful ftreet in Europe, which feemed to have no
end ; nor had I any alfurance that I fhould be able to find a bed for myfelf in all this

famous ftreet. At length my companion flopped to take leave of me, and faid, he
fhould now go to his college.

And I, faid I, will feat myfelf for the night on this ftone bench, and await the morn-
ing, as it will be in vain for me, I imagine, to look for Ihelter in an houfe at this time
of night.

Seat yourfelf on a ftone, faid my companion, and fhook his head : No ! No ! come
along with me to a neighbouring ale-houfe, where it is poffible, they mayn't be gone
to bed, and we may yet find company. We went on a few houfes further, and then
knocked at a door. It was then nearly twelve. They readily let us in ; but how great

was my aftonifliment when, on being Ihewn into a room on the left, I faw a great

number ofclergymen, all with their gowns and bands on, fitting round a large table,

each with his pot of beer before him. My ixavelling companion introduced me to them,
as a German clergyman, whom he could not fufficiently praife for my corrett pronun-
ciation of the Latin, my orthodoxy, and my good walking.

I now
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I now faw myfelf in a moment, as it were, all at once tranfported into the midft of

a company, all apparently very refpeftable men, but all ftrangers to me. And it ap-

peared to me extraordinaiy, that I fliould, thus at midnight, be in Oxford, in a large

company of Oxonian clergy, without well knowing how I had got there. Meanwhile,

however, I took all the pains in my power to recommend m^elf to my company, and
in the courfe of converfation, I gave them as good an account as I could of our German
univerfities, neither denying nor concealing that, now and then, we had riots and

difturbances. " O we are very unruly here too," faid one of the clergymen as he

took a hearty draught out of his pot of beer, and knocked on the table with his hand.

The converfation now became louder, more general, and a little confufed ; they en-

quired after Mr. Bruns, at prefent profeffor at Helmftadt, and who was known by many
of them.

Among thefe gentlemen there was one of the name of Clerk, who feeraed ambitious

to pafs for a great wit, which he attempted by darting fundry objections to the Bible.

I fhould have liked him better if| he had confined himfelf to punning and playing on
his own name, by telling us, again and again, that he fliould ftill^be at lead a Clerk,

even though he fliould never become a clergyman. Upon the whole, however, he
was, in his way, a man of fome humour, and an agreeable companion.

Among other objedlions to the fcriptures, he ftarted this one to my travelling com-
panion, whofe name I now learnt was Maud, that it was faid in the Bible, that God
was a wine-bibber, and a drunkard. On this Mr. Maud fell into a violent paflion, and
maintained that it was utterly impoflible that any fuch paflage fliould be found in the

Bible. Another divine, a Mr. Caern, referred us to his abfent brother, who had al-

ready been forty years in the church, and mufl: certainly know fomething of fuch a paf-

fage if it were in the Bible, but he would venture to lay any wager his brother knew
nothing of it.

Waiter ! fetch a Bible ! called out Mr. Clerk, and a great family Bible was immediate-

ly brought in, and opened on the table among all the beer jugs.

Mr. Clerk turned over a few leaves, and in the book of Judges, 9th chapter, verfe

xiii. he read, " Should I leave my wine, which cheareth God and man ?"

Mr. Maud and Mr. Caern, who had before been mod violent, now fat as if ftruck

dumb. A. filcnce of fome minutes prevailed, when all at once, the fpirit of revela-

tion feenied to come on me, and I faid, " Why, gentlemen ! you mud be fenfible that

it is but an allegorical expreflion ; and I added, how often in the Bible are kings called

Gods!."
" Why yes, to be fiire," faid Mr. Maud and Mr. Caern, " it is an allegorical ex-

preflion ; nothing can be more clear ; it is a metaphor, and therefore it is abfurd to

underdand it in a literal fenfe." And now they, in their turn, triumphed over poor

Clerk, and drank large draughts to my health. Mr. Clerk, however, had not yet ex-

hauded his quiver, and fo he defired them to explain to him a paflage in the prophecy

of Ifaiah, where it is faid in exprefs terms, that God is a barber. Mr. Maud was fo

enraged at this, that he called Clerk an impudent fellow ; and Mr. Caern again dill

more earnedly referred us to his brother, who had been forty years in the church ;

and who, therefore, he doubted not, would alfo confider Mr. Clerk as an impudent

fellow, if he maintained any fuch abominable notions. Mr. Clerk all this while fat

perfeftly compofed, without either a fmil? or a frown ; but turning to a paflage in

Ifaiah, chap. vii. v. 20, he read thefe words:—" In the fame day the lord fliall fliave

with a razor—the head and the hair of the feet ; and it fhall alfo confume the beard."

If
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If Mr. Maud and Mr. Caern were before ftunned and confounded, they were much
more fo now ; and even Mr. Caern's brotlier, who had been forty years in the church,

feemed to have left them in the lurch, for he was no longer referred to. I broke
filence a fecond time, and faid, " Why, gentlemen, this alfo is clearly metaphori-

cal, and it is equally jufl:, ftrong, and beautiful." " Aye, to be fure it is," rejoined

Mr. Maud and Mr. Caern both in a breath ; at the fame time rapping the table with

their knuckles. I went on, and faid ; " You know it was the cuftom for thofe who
were captives to have their beards fliorn ; the plain import then, of this remarkable
exprellion is nothing more, than that God would deliver the rebellious Jews to be
prifoners to a foreign people, who would fliave their beards!" " Aye, to be fure it is;

any body may fee it is ; why it is as clear as the day !" " fo it is," rejoined Mr. Caern
" and my brother, who has been forty years in the church, explains it juft as this gen-

tleman does."

We had now gained a fecond viftory over Mr. Clerk ; who being perhaps afliameJ

either of himfelf or of us, now remained quiet, and made no further objections to the

Bible. My health, however, was again encored, and drank in ftrong ale ; which, as

my company feemed to hke fo much, I was forry I could not like. It either intoxi-

cated or ftupified me ; and I do think it overpowers one much fooner than fo much
wine would. The converfation now turned on many other different fubjeds. At
lafl:, when morning drew near, Mr. Maud fuddenly exclaimed, " d n me, I mufl
read prayers this morning at All-Souls !" D n me is an abbreviation of G—

d

d n me ; which in England, does not feem to mean more mifchief or harm, than

any of our or their common expletives in converfation, fuch as O gemini ! or the duce
take me

!

Before Mr. Maud went away, he invited me to go and fee him in the morning, and
very politely offered himfelf to fhew me the curiofities of Oxford. The reft of the

company now alfo difperfed ; and as I had once (though in fo fmgular a manner) been
introduced into fo reputable a fociety, the people of the houfe made no difficulty

of giving me lodging, but with great civility, fliewed me a very decent bed-cham-
ber.

I am almoft afhamed to own, that next morning when I awoke, I had got fo dread-

ful an head-ach, from the copious and numerous toafts of my jolly and reverend

friends, that I could not poflibly get up j flili lefs could I wait on Mr. IMaud at his

college.

The inn where I was goes by the name of the Mitre. Compared to Windfor, I there

found prince-like attendance. Being, perhaps, a little elevated the preceding evening,

I had in the gaiety, or perhaps in the vanity of my heart, told the waiter, that he muit
not think, becaufe I came on foot, that therefore I fhould give him lefs than others gave.

I allured him of the contrary. It was probably not a little owing to this affurance that

I had fo much attention fhewn to me.
I now determined to ftay at Ifeall a couple of days at Oxford ; it was neceflary and

proper, if for no other reafon, yet merely that I might have clean linen. No people
are fo cleanly as the Englilh, nor fo particular about neat and clean linen. For, one
afternoon, my (hirt not having been lately changed, as I was walking through a little

ftreet, I heard two women, who were ftanding at a door, call after me, " look
at the gentleman there ! A fine gentleman indeed, who cannot afford even a clean

ihirt!"

I dined below with the family, and a few other perfons, and the converfation in

general, was agreeable enough. I was obliged to tell them many wonderful flories

(for
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(for \vho are fo illiterate, or infenfible, as not to be delighted with the marvellous!)
concerning Germany and the king of Pruilia. They could not fufficiently admire my
courage in determining to travel on foot, ahhough they could not help approving of
the motive. At length, however, it came out, and they candidly owned, that I fhould
not have been received into their houfe, had I not been introduced as I was.

I was now confirmed in my fufpicions, that, in England, any perfon undertaking
fo long a journey on foot, is fure to be looked upon, and confidered as either a beg-
gar, or a vagabond, or fome neceflitous wretch, which is a character not much more
popular than that of a rogue ; fo that I could now eafily account for my reception in

Windfor, and at Nuneham. But, with all my partiality for this country, it is im-
poflible, even in theory, and much lefs fo in'praftice, to approve of a fyftem which
confines all the pleafures and benefits of travel to the rich. A poor peripatetic is hardly

allowed even the humble merit of being honefl:.

As I ftill intended to purfue my journey to Derbylhire, I was advifed (at lead till I

got further into the country) to take a place in a poft-coach. They told me, that the

iurther I got from London, the more reafonable and humble I (hould find the people;
every thing would be cheaper ; and every body more hofpitable. This determined
me to go, in the poft-coach, from Oxford to Birmingham ; where Mr. Pointer, of
London, had recommended me to a Mr. Fothergill, a merchant there; and from
thence to continue my journey on foot.

Monday I fpent at Oxford, but rather unpleafantly, on account of my head-ach.

Mr, Maud himfelf came to fetch me, as he had promifed he would, but I found myfelf

unable to ga with him.

Notwithftanding this, in the afternoon, I took a little walk up an hill, which lies to

the north of Oxford ; and from the top of which I could fee the whole city ; which
did not, however, appear to me nearly fo beaudful and magnificent as Mr. Maud had
defcribed it to me during our laft night's walk.

The colleges are moftly in the gothic tafte, and much over loaded with ornaments,

and built with grey ftone ; which, perhaps, while it is new, looks pretty well, but it

has now the molt dingy, dirty, and difgufting appearance, that you can poffibly

imagine.

Only one of thefe colleges is in the modern ftile. The houfes of the city are in ge-

neral ordinary, in fome parts quite miferable ; in fome ftreets they are only one ftory

high, and have Ihingled roofs. To me Oxford feemed to have but a dull and gloomy
look ; and I cannot but wonder how it ever came to be confidered as fo fine a city,

and next to London.
I remained on the hill, on which there was a flight of ftepsthat led to a fubterrane-

ous walk, till fun-fct, and faw feveral fiudents walking here, who wore their black

gowns over their coloured cloaths, and flat fquare hats, juft like thofe I had feen worn
by the Eton fcholars. This is the general drcfs of all thofe who belong to the univer-

fities, with the exception of a very trifling difference, by which perfons of high birth

and rank arc dillinguiflied.

It is probably on account of thefe gowns, that the members of the univerfity are

called Gownfmcn, to diftinguifli them from the citizens who are called Townfmen

;

and when you want to mention all the inhabitants of Oxford together, you fay, " the

whole town, Gownfmcn and Townfmen."
This drefs, I mud own, pleafes me far beyond the boots, cockades, and other frip-

pery, ofmany of our ftudcnts. Nor ami lefs delighted with the better behaviour and

conduft which, in general, does fo much credit to the fliudents of Oxford.

lo The
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The next morning Mr. Maud, according to his promife, fliewed me fome of the

things mod worthy of notice in Oxford. And firft he took me to his own room in his

own college, which was on the ground floor, very low and dark, and refenibled a

cell, at lead as much as a place of Itudy. The name of this college is Corpus Chri/li.

He next conducted me to All Soul's College, a very elegant building, in which the

chapel is p-articularly beautiful. Mr. Maud alio fhewed me, over the altar here, a

fine painting of Mengs, at the fight of which, he fhewed far more fenf.biruy than I

thought him poflefled of. He faid, that notwithftanding he faw that paii tinj almofl:

daily, he never faw it without being much aftecled.

The painting reprefented Mary Magdalen, when {lie firft fuddenly fees Jefus fland-

ing before her, and falls at his feet. And, in her countenance, pain, joy, grief, in

fliort almofl all the ftrongefl of our pafTions, are exprefled in fo maflerly a manner,

that no man of true tafte was ever tired of contemplating it ; the longer it is looked at

the jnore it is admired. He now alfo fliewed me the library of this college, which is

provided with a gallery round the top ; and the whole is mofl admirably regulated and

arranged. Among other things, I here faw a defcription of Oxford, with plates to

illuftrate it : and I cannot help obferving what, though trite, is true, that all thefe

places look much better, and are far more beautiful on paper, than they appeared to

me to be, as I looked at them, where they adtually ftand.

Afterwards Mr. Maud conduced me to the Bodleian library, which is not unworthy

of being compared to the Vatican at Rome ; and next to the building, which is called

the Theatre, and where the public orations are delivered. Ihis is a circular building

with a gallei7 all round it, which is furniflied with benches one above the other, on

which the dodtors, mafters of arts, and ftudents fit, and direftly oppofite to each

other, are erected two chairs, or pulpits, from which the difputants harangue and

contend.

Chriil Church and Queen's College are the mofl modern, and, I think, indifputa-

bly the befl built of all the colleges. Baliol College feems particularly to be diflin-

guiflied on account of its antiquity, and its complete gothic ftile of building.

Mr. Maud told me that a goyd deal of money might be fometimes earned by preach-

ing at Oxford ; for all the members of a certain flanding are obliged, in their turn,

to preach in the church of the univerfity ; but many of them, when it comes to their

turn, prefer the procuring a fubflitute ; and fo not unfrequently, pay as high as five

or fix guineas for a fermon.

Mr. Maud alfo told me he had been now eighteen years at this univerfity, and

might be made a dodor, whenever he chofe it ; he was a mafter of arts, and ac-

cording to his own account gave lectures in his college on the clafTics. He alfo did the

duty, and officiated as curate, occafionally, in fomc of the neighbouring villages.

Going along the flreet, we met the Englilh poet laureat, Warton, now rather an el-

derly man ; and yet he is flill the fellow of a college. His greatefl pleafure, next to

poetry, is, as Mr. Maud told me, fhooting wild ducks.

Mr. Maud feemed upon the whole, to be a mofl worthy and philanthropic man.

He told me, that where he now officiated, the clerk was dead, and had left a nume-

rous family in the greatefl diflrefs ; and that he was going to the place next day, on

purpofe to try if he could bring about the eleftion of the fon, a lad about fixteen years

of age, in the place of his deceafed father, as clerk, to fupport a neceflitous family.

At the Mitre, the inn where I lodged, there was hardly a minute, in which fome

ftudents, or others, did not call, either to drink, or to amufe therafelves in converfa-

voL. II. 4 A tioa
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tion with the daughter of the landlord, who is not only handfome, but fenfible, and

well-behaved.

They often fpoke to me much in praife of a German, of the name of Mitchel, at

leaft they pronounced it io, who had for many years rendered hinifelf famous as a mu-
fician. I was rejoiced to hear one of my countrymen thus praifed by the Englilh j

and wifned to have paid him a vifit, but I had not the good fortune to find him at

home.

Cafllelon, June ^ct//.

BEFORE I tell you any thing of the place where I now am, I will proceed regu-

larly in my narrative, and fo begin now, where 1 left off" in my lafl letter. On Tuef-

day afternoon Mr. Maud took mt to the different walks about Oxford, and often re-

marked, that they were not only the fineft in England, but, he btlicved, in Europe.

I own, I do not think, he overrated their merit. There is one, in pnrticular near the

river, and clofe to fome charming meadows, behind Corpus Chrilti College, which

may fairly challenge the world.

We here feated ourfelves on a bench, and Mr. Maud drew a review from his pocket,

where, among other things, a German book of profeflbr Beckman's was reviewed,

and applauded. Mr. Maud feemed, on this occafion, to fhev/ fome refpe£t for Ger-

man literature. At length we parted. He went to fill up the vacancy of the clerk's

place at Dorchefter, and I to the Mitre, to prepare for my departure from Oxford;

which took place on Wednefday morning at three o'clock, in the poff:-coach. Con-

fidering the pleafing, if not kind, attention fliewn me here, I own, I thought

my bill not unreafonable ; though to be fure, it made a great hole in my little

purfe.

Within this coach there was another young man ; who, though dreffed in black,

yet to judge from the cockade in his hat might be an officer. The outfide was quite

full, with foldiers and their wives. The women of the lower clafs here, wear a kind of

fhort cloak made of red cloth ; but women in general, from the highefl: to the loweft,

wear hats, which diffl-r from each other lefs in falhion, than they do in finenefs.

Fafhion is fo generally attended to among the Englilh women, that the poorefl: maid

fervant, is careful to be in the fafliion. They feem to be particularly fo, in their hats,

or bonnets, which they all wear : and they are in my opinion far more becoming than

the very unfightly hoods and caps which our German women, of the rank of cuizens,

wear. There is, through all ranks here, not near fo great a diffinftion between high

and low, as there is in Germany.

I had, during this day, a little head ach ; which rendered me more filent and re-

ferved to my company, than is either ufual in England, or natural to me. The Eng-

lilh are taxed, perhaps too haffily, with being Ihy and dillant to flrangers. I do not

think this was, even formerly, their true character ; or that any fuch fentiment is

conveyed in Virgil's " Hofphibus feros." Be this as it may, the cafe was here reverfed.

The Englifhman here fpoke to me fcveral times in a very friendly manner, while I

teftified not the lealt inclination to enter into convcrfation with him.

He however owned afterwards, that it was this very apparent referve of mine, that

firR gained me his good opinion.

He faid he had iludicd phyfic, but with no immediate view of prafl:ifing it. His in-

tention, he faid, was to go to the tall Indies, and there, fidt, to try his fortune as an

officer.
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otHccr. And he was now going to Birmingham, merely to take leave of his three fif-

ters, v/hom he much loved, and who were at fchool there.

I endravourcd to merit his confidence by telling him, in my turn, of my journey

en foot through England ; and by relating to him a few of the mofl: remarkable of

my adventures ; he frankly told me, he thought it was venturing a great deal
;

yet he
applauded the defign ot my journey, and did not feverely cenfure my plan. On my
afking hin; why llnglifhmen, who were fo remarkable for acting up to their own no-

tions and ideas, did not, now and then, merely to fee life in every point of view, travel

on foot : O, faid he, we are too rich, too lazy, and too proud.

And molt true it is, that the poored Englifiiman one fees, is prouder and better

pleafed to expofe himfelf to the danger of having his neck broken on the outfide of

a llage, than to walk any confidcrablc dillance, though he -night walk ever fo much'
at his eafe. I own, I was frightened and diftreffed, when I faw the women, where
we occafionally (topped, get down from the top of the coach. One of them was ac-

tually once in much danger of a terrible fall from the roof, becaufe, juft as (he was
going to alight, the horfes all at once unexpedtedly went on. From Oxford to Bir-

minghpm is fixty-two miles ; but all that was to be feen between the two places was en-

tirely lolt to me, for 1 was again mewed up in a poft-coach, and driven along with fuch

velocity from one place to another, that 1 feemed to mvfelf as doing nothing lefs than

travelling.

My companion, however, made me amends, in fome meafure, for this lofs. He
feen«?d to be an exceedingly good tempered and intelligent man ; and I felt, in this

fliort tinie, a prepoflelTion in his favor, one does not eafdy form for an ordinary per-

fon. This, I flattered myfell, was alfo the cafe with him ; and it would morl;ify

me not a little, to think he had quite forgotten me, as I am fure I ihall never forget

him.

Juft as we had been fometime eagerly converfmg about Shakefpea,re, we arrived,

without either of us having thought of it, at Stratford upon Avon, Shakefpeare's

birth-place, where our coach {topped ; that being the end of one flage. We
were ftill two and twenty miles from Birmingham ; and ninety-four from Lon-
don. I need not tell you what our feelings were, on thus fetting our feet on claflic

ground.

It was here that, perhaps the greatelt genius nature overproduced, was born. Here
he firfl: liipcd his native tongue ; here firft conceived the embryos of thofe compofitions

which were afterwards to charm a liftening world ; and on thefe plains the young Her-

cules firil phycd. And here too, in this lowly hut, with a few friends, he happily

fpent the decline of his life, after having retired from the great theatre of that bufy

world, whofe manners he had fo faithfully pourtrayed.

The river Avon is here pretty broad ; and a row of neat though humble cottages,

only one ftory high, v.'ith fhingled roofs, are ranged all along its banks. Thefe houfes

imprcfTcd me ftrongly with the idea of patriarchal fimplicity and content.

We went to fee Shakefpeare's own houfe ; which, of all the houfes at Stratford, I

think is now the worit ; and one that made the leafl: appearance. Yet, who would not

be pi-oud to be the owner of it? 'I here now, however, lived in it only two old people,

who fliew it to Ilrangers for a trifle j and what little they earn thus is their chief in-

come.

Shakefpeare's chair, in which he ufed to fit before the door, was fo cut to pieces

that it hardly looked like a chair ; for every one that travels through Stratford, cuts oft"

Ti chip, as a remembrance which he carefully preferves, aiid deems a precious relique.

4 A 2 I alio
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I alfo cut myfelf a piece ot it ; but reverencing Shakcfpeare as I do, I am almoft afiiam-

ed to own to you, it was fo finall tliat I have loll it ; and therefore you will not fee it

on my return.

/is we travelled, 1 obfer^ed every fpot with attention, fancyinjj to myfelf, that fuch

or fuch a fpot might be the place where fuch a genius as Shakefpeare's firfl dawned,

and received thofe firfl imprcfiions from furrounding nature, vhich are fo flrongly

marked in all his works. The firll imprefiions of childhood, 1 knew, were ilrong and

permanent ; of courfe 1 made fure of feeing here, fome images at lead of the wonder-

ful conceptions of this wonderful man. But my imagination milled me, and I was dif-

appointed ; for I faw nothing in the country thereabouts at all flriking, or in any refpeft

particularly beautiful. It was not at all wild and romantic ; but rather diftinguifhed for

an air of neatnefs and nmnjicity.

We arrived at Birmingham about three o'clock in the afternoon. 1 had already

paid fixteen {hillings at Stratford, for my place in the coach from Oxford to Bir-

mingham. At Oxford, they had not alked any thing of me; and indeed you are

not obliged in general, in England, as you are in Germany, to pay your paffage before

hand.

My companion and myfelf alighted at the inn where the coach flopped. We parted

with fome reluiftance, and I was obliged to promife him that, on my return to Lon-

don, I would certainly call on him ; for which purpofe he gave me his addrefs. His

father was Dr. Willbn, a celebrated author in his particular flyle of writing.

I now enquired for the houfe of Mr. Fothergill, to whom I was recommended, and

I was readily diredled to it ; but had the misfortune to learn, at the fame time, that this

very Mr. Fothergill had died about eight days before. As, therefore, under thefe cir-

cumftances, my recommendation to him was likely to be but of little ufe, I had the lefs

defire to tarry long at Birmingham : and fo, without flaying a minute longer, I imme-

diately enquired the road to Derby, and left Birmingham. Of this famous manufac-

turing town, therefore, I can give you no account.

The road from Birmingham onwards is not very agreeable ; being, in general, un-

comm-only fandy. Yet the fame evening, I reached a little place called Sutton, where

every thing, however, appeared to be too grand for me to hope to obtain lodgings in

it ; till quite at the end of it, I came to a fmall inn, with the fign of the Swan, under

which was written Aulion, brick-maker.

This feemed to have fomething in it that fuited me, and therefore I boldly went in-

to it ; and when in, I did not immediately, as heretofore, enquire if I could flay all

night there, but afkod for a pint of ale. 1 own, 1 felt myfelf difheartened, by their

calling me nothing but mafler ; and by their fhewing me into the kitchen, where the

landlady was fitting at a table, and complaining much of the tooth-ach. The com-

panion I expreffed for her on this account, as a llranger, feemed foon to recommend

me to her lavour ; and Ihe herfelf afked me if I would not flay the night there ? To
this I mofl readily alTented ; and thus I was again happy in a lodging for another

night.

The company I here met with, confifled of a female chimney-fweeper and her chil-

dren ; who, on my fitting down in the kitchen, foon drank to my health, and began

a converfation with me and the landlady.

She related to us her hiflory ; which, I am not afliamed to own, I thought not un-

interefling. She had married early, but had the hard luck to be foon deprived of her

hufband, by his being prefTed as a foldier. She neither faw nor heard of him for many
years j and fo concluded he was dead. Thus deftitute, flie lived feven years as a fervant

in
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In Ii-eland, without any one's knowing that flie was married. During this time h?r huf-

hand, \\Iu)\\as a chininey-l\vccper, came back to England, and iLiilcd at Litchfielu,

relLuncd liis old trade, anJ tlid well In it. As foon as he was in good circumllances,

lie every where made enqniry for his wife, and at lad: found out where Cna was, and
immediately fetched her from Ireland. There Purely is fomeihing pleafmg In this con-

Itancy ot aiiectlonin a chlmney-fweeper. She told us with tears in her eyes, In what
a ftyle of grandeur he had concluded her Into Litchfield ; and how, in honour U) her, he
made a iplendid feafl on the occafion. At this fame Litchfuld, wh'ch Is only two miles

from Sutton, and through which (lie fald the road lay which 1 was to travel to-morrow,

fhe flill lived with this fame excellent hufband ; where they were noted for their Induf-

try ; where every body refpefted them, and where, thougii In the lowed fphere, they

are palling through life neither ufelcfsly, nor unhappily.

The landlady, during her abfence, told me as iti confidence, that this ch'mney-
fweeper's hufband, as meanly as I might fancy flie now appeared, was worth a thou-

fand pounds ; and that without reckoning in their plate and furniture ; that he always

wore his filver watch ; and that when he paffed through Sutton, and lodged there, he
paid like a nobleman.

She further remarked, that the wife was Indeed rather low-lived ; but that the hufband

was one of the bed-behaved, politeft, and civilefl: men in the world. I had myfelf taken

notice, that this fame dingy companion of mine had fomelhing fmgularly coarfe and vul-

gar In her pronunciation. The word old, for example, fhe founded like auld. In other

refpeds, I had not yet remarked any flriklng variety or difference from the pronun-

ciation of Oxford or London.
To-morrow the chlmney-fweeper, faid fhe, her hufband, would not be at home,

but if I came back by the way of Litchfield, fhe would take the liberty to requeft

the honour of a vifit ; and to this end fhe told me her name, and the place of her

abode.

At night the refl of the family, a fon and daughter of the landlady, came home, and

paid all poffible attention to their fick mother. I fupped with the family ; and they

here behaved to me as If we had already lived many years together.

Happening to mention that I was. If not a fcholar, yet a iludent, the fon told me,
there was at Sutton a celebrated Grammar-fchool, where the fchool-mafler received

two hundred pounds a year fettled fa'ary, befides the Income arifing from the fcholars.

And this was only In a village. I thought, and not without fomc fhame and forrow,

of our Grammar-fchools In Germany ; and the miferable pay of the mafters.

When I paid my reckoning the next morning, I obferved the uncommon dlQerence

here and at Windfor, Ncttlebed, and Oxford. At Oxford I was obliged to pay for

my fupper, bed, and breakfaft, at leafl three flulllngs, and one to the waiter. I here

paid for my fupper, bed, and breakfaft, only one fhilling, and to the daughter, whom
I was to confider as chamber-maid, fourpence ; for which flie very civilly thanked me,

and gave me a written recommendation to an inn at Litchfield, where I fliouid be well

lodged, as the people in Litchfield were, in general, fhe faid, very proud. This written

recommendation was a mafler-piece of orthography, and fhcwed that in England, as

well as elfewhere, there are people who write entirely from the ear, and as they pro-

nounce. In Englifh, however, it feems to look particularly odd ; but perhaps that

may be the cafe in all languages that are not native.

I took leave here as one does of good friends, with a certain promlfe, that on my re-

turn I would certainly call on them again.

4 At
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At noon I got to Litchfield ; an old fafliioned town with narrow dirty ftreets, where
for the firft time, I faw round panes of glafs in the windows. The place, to me,
wore an unfriendly appearance ; I therefore made no ufe of my recommendation, but

went flraight through, and only bought fome bread at a baker's, which 1 took along

with me.

At night I reached Burton, where the famous Burton Ale is brewed. By this time I

felt myfelf pretty well tired; and therefore propofed to (lay the night here. But my
courage Riiled me, and I dropped the refolution immediately on my entering the town.

The houfes and every thing elfe, feemed to wear as grand an appearance, almofl:, as if

I had been Hill in London. And yet the manners of fome of its inhabitants were fo

thoroughly ruftic and rude, that I faw them aftually pointing at me with their fingers,

as a foreigner. And now, to complete my chagrin and mortification, I came to a long

(ireet, where every body, on both fides of the way, were at their doors, and aftually

made me run the gauntlet through their enquiring looks. Some even hiiTed at me as

I paffed along. All my arguments to induce me to pluck up my courage, fuch as the

certainty that ! fliould never fee thefe people again, nor they me, were of no ufe: Bur-
ton beca.ne odious and almofl; infupportablc to me ; and the flreet appeared as long,

and tired me as much, as if I had walked a mile. This ftrongly marked contemptuous

treatment of a (Iranger, who was travelling through their country merely from the re*

fpeft he bore it, I experienced no where but at Burton.

Hov/ happy did I feel when I again found myfelf out of their town ; although at that

moment I did not know where I fliould find a lodging for the night, and was, befides,

exceflively tired. But I purfued my journey, and fiill kept in the road to Derby, along

a foot-path which I knew to be right. It led acrofs a very pleafant mead, the hedges

of which were feparated by fiiles, over which I was often obliged to clamber. When
I had walked fome diftance without meeting with an inn on the road, and it had already

begun to be dark, I at lafl: fat me down, near a fmall toll-houfe, or a turnpike-gate, in

order to reft myfelf, and alfo to fee whether the man at the turnpike could and would
lodge me.

After 1 had fat here a confiderable time, a farmer came riding by, and afked me
where I wanted to go ? 1 told him I was fo tired that I could go no farther. On this the

good natured and truly hofi)itable man, of his ov/n accord, and without the leafl diilruft,

ofiered to take me behind him on his horfe, and carry me to a neighbouring inn, where,

he faid, I might ftay all night.

The horfc was a tall one, and I could not eafily get up. The turnpike-man, who
appeared to be quite dccrepid and infirm, on this came out. I took it for granted,

howevcj, that he who appeared to have hardly fufficient (Irength to fu])port himfelf,

could not help me. This poor looking, feeble, old man, however, took hold of me
with one arm, and lifted me with a fingle jirk upon the horfe, fo quick and fo alertly,

that it quite aftonifhcd me.

And now I trotted on with my charming farmer, who did not afli me one fingle im-

pertinent quefiion, but let me down quietly at the inn, and inunediately rode away to

his own village, which lay to the left.

This inn was called the Bear, and not improperly ; for the landlord went about, and
growled at his people jufl like a bear, fo that at iirlt I expcded no I'avourable reception.

I endeavoured to gentle him a little by afking for a mug of ale, and once or twice drink-

ing to him. This fucceedod ; he foon became fo very civil and converfable, that I be-

gan to think him quite a pleafant fellow. This device 1 had learnt of the Vicar of VVake-

7
^ field.
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field, who always made his hofts afFable, by inviting them to drink with lilm. It was
an expedient that fuited me alio in another point of view, as the ftrong i\le of Eniiland
ilid not at all agree with me.

'Ihis innkeeper called me fir; and he made his people lay a feparate table for him-
fclf and me ; for, he faid, he could fee plainly I v.-as a gentleman.

In ou! chat, we talked much of Geoi-gc the fccond, who appeared to be his favour-

ite king ; much more fo than George the third. And among other things, we talked
of the battle at Dettingen, of which he knew many particulars. I was obliged alio, in

my turn, to tell him (lories of tun- great king of Prullia, and his numerous armies ; and
alio what flieep fold for in Prufiia. After we had been thus talking fome time chiefly on
political mattf?rs, he all at once afked me if 1 could blow the I'Vench horn ? This he fup-
poi'l-d. I could do, only becaufe I came from Germany ; for, he faid, he remembered,
when he was a boy, a German had once Hopped at the inn with his parents, who blew
the French horn extremely well. He therefore fancied this was a talent peculiar to

the Germans.

1 removed this error, and we refumed our political topics ; while his children and
fcrvants, at fome diftancc, liftcncd with great refpcd to our converfation.

Thus I again fpcnt a very agreeable evening ; and when I had breakfafled in the
morning, my bill was not more than it had been at Sutton. I at length reached the
common before Derby on Friday morning. The air was mild, and I feemed to feel

myfelf uncommonly cheerful and happy. About noon, the romantic part of the coun-
try began to open upon me. I came to a lofty eminence, where, all at once, I faw a
boundlefs profpect of hills before me; behind which frefh hills feemed always to arife,

and to be infinite.

The ground now feemed undulatory, and to rife and fall hke waves; when at the

fummit of the rife, I feemed to be firft railed aloft, and had an cxtenfive view all around
me ; and the next moment, when I went down the hill, I loft it.

In the afternoon I faw Derby in the vale before me ; and I was now an hundred and
twenty-fix miles from London. Derbyis but a fmall, and not very confiderable town.
It was market-day when I got there; and I was obliged to pafs through acrowdofpeo-
pie ; but there was here no fuch odious curiofity, nor offenfive flaring as at Burton.
At this place too, I took notice, that I began to be always civilly bowed to by the chil-

dren of the villages through which I paflfed.

From Derby to the baths of Matlock, which is one of the moft romantic fituationsj

It was ftill fifteen miles. On my way thither, I came to a long and extenfive village,

which I beHeve was called Duffield. They here at leaft did not fhew me into the kitchen,

but into the parlour ; and I dined on cold viduals.

The prints and pictures which I have generally feen at thef^ inns, are, I think, aU
moft always prints of the royal family, oftentimes in a group, where the kino-, as the
father of the family, aiTembles his children around him ; or elfe I have found a map of
London, and not feldom the portrait of the king of Prufiia ; I have met with it feveral

times. You aifo fomedmes fee fome of the droll prints of Hogarth. The heat being
now very great, I feveral times in this village heard the commiferating exclamation of
" good God Almighty !" by which the people expreffed their pity for me, as beino- a
poor foot paflenger.

At night I again flopped at at inn on the road, about five miles from Rlatlock. I

could eafily have reached Mat'ock, but I wiflied rather to referve the firft view of the
country till the next day, than to get there when it was dark.

But
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Eut 1 was not equally fortunate in this inn, 3s in the two former. The kitchen

was full of farmers, among whom, I could not difUnguifli the landlord, whofe health

I fliould otheruifo immediately have drank. It is true I heard a country girl, who
was alio in the kitchen, as often as flie drank, fay, " your health, gentleman all

!"

But I do not know how it was, I forgot to drink any one's health ; which I after-

wards found, v.as taken much a-mifs. The landlord drank twice to my health,

fneeringly, as it to reprimand me for my incivility ; and then began to join the reft

ill ridiculing me ; who almoft pointed at me with their fingers. I was thus obliged

for a time, to ferve the farmers as a laughing llock, till at length one of them com-
pallionately faid, " nay, nay, we mull do him no harm, for he is a ftranger." The
landlord, I fuppofe, to excufe himfelf, as if he thought he had perhaps before gone
too far, faid, " ay, God forbid we fhould hurt any ftranger," and ceafed his ridicule:

but when I was going to drink his health, he flighted and refufed my attention, and

told me with a fneer, all I had to do, was to feat myfelf in the chimney corner, and
not trouble myfelf about the reft of the world. The landlady feemed to pity me;
and fo flie led me into another room where I could be alone, faying : " what wicked

people!"

I left this unfriendly roof early the next morning ; and now quickly proceeded to

Matlock.

The extent of my journey I had now refolved fliould be the great cavern near

Caftleton, in the high Peake of Derbyftiire. It was about twenty miles beyond

Matlock.

The country here had quite a different appearance, from that at Windfor and Rich-

mond. Inftead ofgreen meadows and pleafant hills, I novs^ faw barren mountains and
lofty rocks ; inftead of fine living hedges, the fields and pafture lands, here, were
fenced with a wall of grey ftone ; and of this very fame ftone, which is here every

where to be found in plenty, all the houfes are built in a very uniform and patriarchal

manner, inafmuch as the rough ftones are almoft without any preparation, placed one

upon another, and compofe four walls ; fo that in cafe of neceflity, a man might here,

without much trouble, build himfelf an houfe. At Derby the houfes feemed to be

built of the fame ftone.

The fituation of Matlock itfelf furpaffed every idea I had formed of it. On the

right were fome elegant houfes for the bathing company ; and leffer cottages fufpended

like bird's nefts in a high rock. To the left, deep in the bottom, there was a fine,

bold river, which was almoft hid from the eye, by a majeftic arch, formed by high

trees, which hung over it. A prodigious ftone-wall extended itfelf above a mile along

its border ; and all along, there is a Angularly romantic and beautiful, fecret walk,

fheltered and adorned by many beautiful ftirubs.

The fteep rock was covered at the top with green buflies ; and now and then a

fheep, or a cow, feparated from the grazing flock, came to the edge of the precipice,

and peeped over it.

I have got in Milton's Paradife Loft, which I am reading regularly through, juft

to the part where he defcribes Paradife, when I arrived here ; and the following

paftagc, which I read at the brink of the river, had a moft ftriking and pleafing effect

on me. The landlcape here defcribed, was as exadlly fimilar to that I faw before me,

as if the poet had taken it from hence

:

«« delicious Paradife,

Now nearer, erowiis with her euclofure green,

A«
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As with a rural mound, the champain head
Of a fleep vvilderncfs, whofc hairy iides

With thicket overgrown, grotcfque and wild,

Accefs denied." 'Bool IV. v. 132.

From Matlock baths, you go over Matlock bridge, to the little town of Matlock
itfelf, which, in I'eality, fcarceiy deferves the name of a village, as it confifts of but

a few and miicrable houfes. There is here, on account of the~ baths, a number of
horfes and carriages, and a great thoroughfare. From hence I came through fome
villages to afmall town of the name of BakevvelL The whole country in this part is

hilly and romantic. Often my way led me by fmall pafles, over afl:oni{hing eminences,
where, in the deep below me, I faw a few huts or cottages lying. The fencing of the

fields with grey Itone, gave the whole, a wild, and not very promifing appearance.

The hills were in general not wooded, but naked and barren ; and you law the flocks

at a diftance grazing on their fummit.

As I was coming through one of the villages, I heard a great farmer's boy eagerly

afk another, if he did not think I was a Frenchman. It feemed as if he had been
waiting fometime, to fee the wonder ; for, he fpoke as though his wifh was now ac-

complifhed.

When I was pad Bakewell, a place far inferior to Derby, I came bv the fide of a
broad river, to a fmall eminence, where a fine cultivated field lay before me. This
field, all at once, made an indefcribable and very pleafing impreifion on me, which
at firfl, I could not account for ; till I recollefted having feen, in my childhood,
near the village where I was educated, a fituation ftrikingly fimilar to that now before
me, here in England.

This field, as if it had been in Germany, was not enclofed with hedges ; but every
fpot in it was uninterruptedly diverfified vnth all kinds of crops and growths of dif-

ferent green and yellowifh colours, which gave the whole a moft pleafing effeft : but
befides this large field, the general view of the country, and a thoufand other little

circumflances, which I cannot now particularly enumerate, ferved to bring back to

my recollection the years of my youth.

Here I relied myfelf a-while ; and when I was going on again, I thought of the
place of my refidence ; on all my acquaintances, and not a little on you, my deareft

friend, and imagined what you would think and fay, if you were to fee your friend

thus wandering here all alone, totally unknown, and in a foreign land.—And at that

moment I firfi ferioufly felt the idea of diRance : and the thought that I was now in

England, fo very far from all I loved, or who loved me, produced in me fuch fenfa-

tions, as I have not often felt.

It was perhaps the fame with you, my deareft friend, when on our journey to

Hamburgh, we drove from Perlfbeg, to your birth-place, the village of Boberow
;

where, among the farmers, you again found your own playmates ; one of whom was now
become the bailiff of the place. On your afking them, whether they knew you, one and
all of them anfwered fo heartily. " O, yes, yes— why, you are Mafter Frederic."
The pedantic fchoolmafter, you will remember, was not fo frank. He exprefled him-
felf in the ftiff town phrafe of, " he had not the honour of knowing you ; as during
your refidence in that village, when a child, he had not been iti loco.

I now came through a little place of the name of Alhford, and wifhed to reach the
fmall village of Wardlow, which was only three miles diftant; when two men came
after me, at a diftance, whom I had already feen at IMatlock, who called to me to wait

VOL. II. 4 B for
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for tliem. Thefe were the only foot paffengers, fince Mr Maud, who had offered to

walk with me.

The one was a fadler, and wore a fliort brown jacket, and an apron, with a round

hat. The other was very decently drelled, but a very lilent man ; whereas the fadler

was quite talkative.

I lillened with aftonifliment, when I heard him begin to fpcak f^f Homer, of Ho-
race and of Virgil; and Hill more when he quoted feveral paffages, by memory, from

each of thefe authors; pronouncing the words, and laying his emphafis, with as much
propriety as I could poflibly have expetted, had he been educated at Cambridge, or at

Oxford. He advifed me not to go to Wardlow, where I fhould find bad accommoda-
4ion«, but rather a few miles farther to Tidefwell, where he lived. This name is, by

a fingular abbreviation, pronounced Tidfel, the fame as Birmingham, is called by the

common people Brummidgeham.
We halted at a fmall ale houfe on the road-fide, where the fadler flopped to drink,

and talk ; and from whence he was in no hade to depart. He had the generofity and

honour, however, to pay my fhare of the reckoning, becaufe, as he laid, he had

brought me hither.

At no great diftance from the houfe, we came to a rifmg ground, where my phi-

lofophical fadler made me obferve a profpeft, which was perhaps the only one of the'

kind, in England. Below us was an hollow, not unlike an huge kettle, hollowed

out of the furrounding mafs of earth ; and at the bottom of it, a little valley, where

the green meadow was divided by a fmall rivulet that ran in ferpentine windings, its

banks graced with the mod inviting walks ; behind a fmall winding, there is jull feen

an houl'e where one of the moft diltinguiflied inhabitants of this happy vale, a great

philolopher, lives retired, dedicating almoft all his time to his favourite ftudies. Ha
has tranfplanted a number of foreign plants into his grounds. My guide fell into al-

moll a poetic rapture, as he pointed out to me the beauties of this vale, while our

third companion, who grew tired, became impatient at our tedioufnefs.

We were now led by a deep road to the vale, through which we pafled ; and then

afcended again among the hills on the other fide.

Not far from Tidefwell, our third companion left us, as he lived in a neighbouring

place. As we now at length faw Tidefwell lying before us in the vale, the fadler began

to give me an account of his family ; adding, by way of epilode, that he never quar-

relled with his viife ; nor had ever once threatened her with his fid, much lefs, ever lifted

it againd her. For his own fake, he faid, he never called her names ; nor gave her

jhe lie. I mud here obferve, that it is the greated offence you can give any one in

England, to fay to him, you Ik. To be called a iiar, is a dill greater affront ; and pa
are a damned liar^h the very acme of vulgar abufe.

Jud as in Germany, no one will bear the name of zfcoiiiidrcl^ or knave; or as in

all quarrels, the bedo'wing fuch epithets on our adverfary is the fignal for fighting;

fo the term of a liar in England, is the modoffenfive, and is always refented by blows.

A man would never forgive himfelf, nor be forgiven, who could bear to be called a/wr.

Our Jackcy in London once looked at me with adoniflimcnt, on my happening to

/ay to him in a joke, you arc a liar. I affure you I had much to do, before I could

pacify him.

If one may form a judgment of the charaGer of the whole nation, from fuch little

4:ircumdances as this, I mud fay this i-ooted hatred of the word liar, appears to me to

be no bad trait in die Englidi.

7 But
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But to return to my travelling companion, \vho further told me, that he was obliged

to earn his livdiliooJ, at fomc diitance from home; and that he was now returning,

for the fird time, for thefe two months, to his family.

lie flicwcd me a row of trees near the town, which he fiiid his father had planted^

and which therefore he never could look at but with emotion, though he palTed them
often, as he went backwards and forwards, on his little journeys, to and from his birth-

place. His father, he added, had once been a rich man ; but had expended all his

fortune to fupport one fon. ITnfortunatcly for himfelf, as well as his family, hi.-i

father had gone to America, and lelt the reft of his children poor; notwitiiftanding

vhich, his memory was Hill dear to him, and he was always affeded by the fight of

thefe trees.

Tidefwell confiRs of two rows of low houfes, built of rough grey flone. My guide,

immediately on our entrance into the place, bade me take notice of the church, which

was very handfome ; and notwithflanding its age, had ftill fome pretenficns to be con-

fidered as an edifice built in the modern taRe.

He now afkcd me, whether he fliould fhew me to a great inn, or to a cheap one.

And as I preferred the latter, he went with me himfelf to a fmall public houfe, and
very particularly recommended me to their care, as his fellow traveller, and a clever

man, not without learning.

The people here alfo endeavoured to accommodate me mofl: magnificently, and for

this purpofe gave me fome toafled cheefe, which was Chefliire cheefe, roafled and half

melted at the fire. This, in England, it feems, is reckoned good eating, but unfor-

tunately for me, I could not touch a bit of it. I therefore invited my landlord to par-

take of it, and he indeed, feemed to feaft on it. As I neither drank brandy nor ale,

he told me I lived far too fparingly for a foot traveller ; he wondered how I had
flrength to walk fo well, and fo far,

I avail myfelf of this opportunity to obferve that the Englifli inn keepers are in gene*

ral great ale drinkers ; and for this reafon, moft of them are grofs and corpulent : in

particular, they are plump and rofy in their faces. I once heard it faid of one of them,

that the extravafated claret in his phiz, might well remind one, as Falilaff fays of

Bardolph, of hell-fire.

The next morning my landlady did me the honour to drink coffee with me, but

helped me, very fparingly, to milk and fugar. It was Sunday, and I went with my
landlord to a barber, on whofe ihop was written " fliaving for a penny." There were
a great many inhabitants affembled there, who took me for a gentleman, on account,

1 fuppofe, of my hat ; which I had bought in London for a guinea, and which they

all admired. I confidered this as a proof, that pomp and finery had not yet become
general thus far from London.
You frequently find in England, at many of the houfes of the common people,

printed papers, with fundry apt and good moral maxiips and rules faftened againd the

room door
;

juft as we find them in Germany. On fuch wretched paper, fome of
the moft delightful and the fineft fentiments may be read ; fuch as would do honour
to any writer of any country.

For inftance, I read, among other things, this golden rule, on fuch an ordinar)' printed

paper Ituck againft a room door, " Make no comparifons !" And if you confider how
many quarrels, and how much mifchief arife in the world, from odious comparifons

of the merits of one, with the merits of another, the moft delightful lefTons of morality

are contained in the few words of the above mentioned rule.

4 B 2 A man.
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A man, to whom I gave fixpencc, cond'jfl;ed me out of the town to the road leading

to Caftleton, which was clofe to a wall of flones, confufedly heaped one upon another

as I have before defcribed. The whole country was hilly and rough, and the ground

covered with brown heath. Here, and there, fome (heep were feeding.

1 made a little digreffion to an hill to the left, where I had a profp; ft, awfully beau-

tiful, compofed, almofl entirely, of naked rocks, far and near ; among which,

thofe that were entirely covered with black heath, made a moll tremendous ap-

pearance.

I was now an hundred and feventy miles from London, when I afcended one of the

bigheit hills, and all at once perceived a beautiful vale below me, which was travcrfed

by rivers and brooks, and enclofed on all fides by hills. In this vale lay Caftleton, a

fmall town, with low houfes, which takes its name from an old caftle, whofe ruins are

flill to be feen here.

A narrow path, which wound itfelf down the fide of the rock, led me through the

vale into the flreet of Caitleton, where I foon found an inn ; and alfo foon dined.

After dinner, I made the belf ofmy "^o the cavern.

A little rivulet, which runs through the middle of the town, led me to its entrance.

1 flood here a few moments, full of wonder, and allonlfliment, at the amazing height

of the fteep rock, before me, covered on each fide with ivy and other flirubs. At its

fummit are the decayed wall and towei^s of an ancient caftle which formerly flood on

this rock ; and at its foot, the monftrous aperture, or mouth, to the entrance of the

cavern, where it is pitch dark, when one looks down, even at mid-day.

As I was Handing here full of admiration, I perceived, at the entrance of the cavern,

a man of a rude and rough appearance, who afked me if I wiflied to fee the Peak ; and

the echo ftrongly reverberated his coarfe voice.

Anfwering, as I did, in the affirmative, he next further ad'ced me, if I lliould want

to be carried to the other fide of the ftream, telling me, at the fame time, what the

fum would be, which I muft pay for it.

This man had, along with his black ftringy hair, and his dirty and tattered cloaths,

fuch a fingularly wild and infernal look, that he aftually ftruck me as a real Charon

;

his voice and the queilions he afked me, were not of a kind to remove this notion ; fo

that, far from its requiring any efibrt of imagination, I found it not eafy to avoid be-

lieving, that, at length, I had aftually reached Avernus, was about to crofs Acheron,

and to be ferried by Charon.

I had no fooner agreed to his demand, than he told me, all I had to do, was boldly to

follov/ him ; and thus we entered the cavern.

To the left, in the entrance of the cavern, lay the trunk of a tree, that had been

cut down, on which feveral of the boys of the town were playing.

Our vi'ay feemed to be altogether on a defcent, though not fleep ; fo that the light,

which came in at the mouth of the cavern, near the entrance, gradually forfook us;

and when we had gone forward a few fteps further, I was allonifhed by a fight,

which of all other, 1 here the leafl expefted : I perceived to the right, in the hollow

of the cavern, a whole fubterrancan village, where the inhabitants, on account of its

being Sunday, were relting from their work ; and with happy and chearful looks,

were fitting at the dot)rs of their huts, along with their children.

We had fcarccly palled theie fmall fubterrancan houfes, when I perceived a number

of large wheels, on which, on week days, thefe human moles, the inhabitants of the

cavern, make ropes.

I fan-
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I fancied I here faw the wheel of Ixlon, and the incefl'ant labour of the Da-
raidcs.

The opening through which the light came, fecmed, as wc dcfcended, every mo-
ment to become lofs and lefs, and the darknefs at every flcp to increafe, till at

length only a few rays appeared, as if darting through a crevice, and jufl tinging

the fmall clouds of fmoke which, at dutk, railed themfelves to the mouth of the Ca-
vern.

This gradual growth, or increafe of darknefs, awakens in a contemplative mind, a

foft melancholy. As you go down the gentle defcent of the Cavern, you can hardly help

fancying the moment is come when, without pain or grief, the thread of life is about

to be fnapped ; and that you are now going thus quietly to that land of peace where
trouble is no more.

At length the great cavern in the rock clofed itfelf, in the fame manner as hea-

ven and earth feem to join each other, when we came to a little door, where an old

woman came out of one of the huts, and brought two candles, of which we each took

one.

My guide now opened the door, which completely fliut out the faint glimmering of

light which, till then, it was (till pofTible to perceive, and led us to the inmofl centre of

this dreary temple of old Chaos and Niglit, as if, till now, we had only been traverfing

the outer courts. The rock was here fo low, that we were obliged to itoop very much
for fome fevi^ fteps, in order to get through ; but how great was my aftonifhment, when
we had paflTed this narrow pafl'age and again flood upright, at once to perceive, as well

as the feeble light of our candles would permit, the amazing length, breadth, and height

of the Cavern ; compared to which the mondrous opening through which we had al-

ready palled, was nothing.

After we had wandered here more than an hour, as beneath a dark and dulky Iky, on
a level fandy foil, the rock gradually lowered itfelf, and we fuddenly found ourfelves on
the edge of a broad river, which, from the glimmering of our candles amid the total

darknefs, fuggefled fundry interefting refledions. To the fide of^is river a fmall boat

was moored, with fome draw in its bottom. Into this boat my guide defired me to ftep,

and lay myfelf down in it quite flat ; becaufe, as he faid, towards the ntiddle of the

river, the rock would almoft touch the water.

When I had laid myfelf down as directed, he himfelfjumped into the water, and drew
the boat after him.

All around us was one flill, folemn, and deadly filence ; and as the boat advanced,

the rock feemed to ftoop, and come nearer and nearer to us, till at length it nearly

touched my face ; and as I lay, I could hardly hold the candle upright. I feemed to

myfelf lo be in a coffin, rather than in a boat, as I had no room to iUv hand or foot,

till we had palled this frightful flrait, and the rock rofe again on the other fide ; where
my guide once more handed me a-fliore.

Tiie Cavern was now become, all at once, broad and high ; and then fuddenly it was
again low and narrow.

I obferved on both fides as we paffed along, a prodigious number of great and finall

petrified plantsand animals, which however we could not examine, unlefs we had been
difpofed to fpend fome days in the Cavern.

And thus we arrived at the oppofite fide, at the fecond river or dream, which, how-
ever, was not fo broad as the firft; as one may fee acrofsit to the other fide: acrofs

this dream my guide carried me on his flioulders, becaufe there was here no boat to

-carry us over.

8 From
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From thence we only went a few fleps farther, when we came to a very fmall

piece of water, which extended itfelf length-ways ; and led us to the end of the Ca-
vern.

The path along the edge of this water, was wet and flippery, and fometimes fo very

narrow, that one can hardly fet one foot before the other.

Notwithftanding, I wandered with pleafure on this fubterranean fliore, and was re-

galing myfelf with the interelling contemplation of all thefe various wonderful objeds,

in this land of darknefs and (liadow of death, when, all at once, fomething like mufic
at a diftance, founded in mine ears.

I inflantly (topped, full of aftonifliment ; and eagerly afked my guide what this might
mean ? He anfwered, only have patience, and you Ihall foon fee.

But as we advanced, the founds ot harmony feemed to die away ; the noife became
weaker and weaker ; and at length it feemed to fink into a gentle hiding, or hum, like

diftant drops of falling rain.

And how great was my amazement when, erelong, I actually fawand felt a violent

fhower of rain falling from the rock, as from a thick cloud, whofe drops, which now
fell on our candles, had caufed that fame melancholy found which I had heard at a

diflance.

This was what is here called a mizzling rain ; which fell from the ceiling or roof of

the Cavern, through the veins of the rock.

We did not dare to approach too near with our candles, as they might eafily have

been extinguiihed by the falling drops ; and fo we perhaps have been forced to feek

our way back in vain.

We continued our march therefore along the fide of the water, and often faw on
the fides large apertures in the rock, which feemed to be new or fubordinate caverns

;

all which we padcd without looking into. At length my guide prepared me for one of

the fined fights we had yet feen, which we fhould now foon behold.

And we had hardly gone on a few paces, when we entered what might eafily be taken

for a majeflic temple, with lofty arches, fupported by beautiful pillars, formed by the

plaflic hand of fome ingenious artiif.

This fubterranean temple, in the flruclure of which no human hand had borne a part,,

appeared to mc at that moment, to furpafs all the mofl: ftupendous buildings in the

world,, in point of regularity, magnificence, and beauty.

Full of admiration and reverence, here, even in the inmofl: recefles of nature, I faw

the majefty of the Creator difplayed ; and before I quitted this temple, here in this fo-

Icmn filcncc and holy gloom, I thought it would be a becoming aft of true religion to

adore, as I cordially did, the God of nature.

We now drew near the end of our journey. Our faithful companion, the water,,

guided us through the remainder of the Cavern, where the rock is arched for the laft

time, and then finks till it touches the water, which here forms a femi-circle, and thus

the Cavern clofes ; fo that no mortal can go one flep farther.

My guide here again jumped into the water, fwam a little way under the rock, and
then came back quite wet, to fhew me that it was impoflible to go any further, unlefs

this rock could be blown up with powder, and a fecond cavern opened. I now
thougiit, all we had to do was to return the nearefl: way ; but there were new difficul-

ties ftill to encounter, and new fcenes to behold ftill more beautiful than any I had yet

feen.

My guide now turned and went back towards the left, where I followed him through

a large opening in the rock.

And
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And here he firfl al'ked me if I could determine to ci-eep a confulerable diftance

through the rock, where it nearly touched the ground ? Having confented to do fo,

ho told mc 1 had only to follow him ; warning me at the fame time, to take great care

of my candle.

Thus we crept on our hands and feet, on the wet and muddy ground, through the

opening in the rock, which was often I'carcely large enough for us to get through with

our bodies.

When, at length, we had got through this trouhlefome paflage, I faw in the Cavern,
a fleep hill, which was fo high, that it feemed to lofe itfelf as in a cloud, in the fumiuif

of the rock.

This hill was fo wet and flippery, that as foon as I attempted to afcend, I fell down.
My guide, however, took hold of my hand, and told me, I had only i-efolutely to fol-

low him.

We now afcended fuch an amazing height, and there were fuch precipices on each
fide, that it makes me giddy even now, vhen I think of it.

When we at length had gained the fummit, where the hill feemed to lofe itfelf in

the rock, my guide placed me where I could fland firm, and told me to flay there

quietly. In the mean time he himfelf went down the hill with his candle, and left me
alone.

I loft fight of him for fome moments ; but at length I perceived not him Indeed,

but his candle, quite in the bottom, from whence it feemed to fhine like a bright and
twinkling ftar.

After 1 had enjoyed this indefcribably beautiful fight for fome time, my guide came
back, and carried me fafely down the hill again on his flioulders. And as I now ftood

below, he went up and let his candle fliine again through an openingof the rock, while

I covered mine with my hand ; and it was now as if on a dark night a bright ftar flione

down upon me ; a fight which, in point of beauty, far furpaffed all that I had ever

feen.

Our journey was now ended, and we returned, not without trouble and difficulty,

through the narrow paflage. We again entered the temple we had a fhort time before

left ; again heard the pattering of the rain, which founded as rain when we were near
it, but which, at a diftance, feemed a fonorous, dull, and melancholy hum ; and now
again we returned acrofsthe quiet ftreams through the capacious entrance of the cavern,

to the little door, where we had before taken our leave of day-light ; which after fo

long a darknefs, we now again hailed with joy.

Before my guide opened the door, he told me I fhould now have a view of a

fight that would furpafs all the foregoing. I found that he was in the right ; for

when he had only half opened the door, it really feemed as if I was looking into

Elyfium.

The day feemed to be gradually breaking, and night and darknefs to have vanifli-

td. At a diftance you again juft faw the fnioke of the cottages, and then the cot-

tages themfelves ; and as we afcended, we faw the boys itill playing around the

hewn trunk, till at length the reddifh purple ftripes in the (ky, faintly appeared
through the mouth of the hole ; yet, juft as we came out, the fun was fetting in the

Weft.
Thus had 1 fpent nearly the whole afternoon, till it was quite evening, in the cavern;

and when 1 looked at myfelf, I was, as to my drefs, not much unlike my guide ; my
flioes fcarcely hung to my feet, they were fofoft and fo torn by walking fo long o.i the

damp fand, and the hard pointed ftones.

I paid



560 MORITZ'S TRAVELS THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ENGLAND.

I paid no more than half-a-crown for feeing all that I had feen, with a triflle to my
jc^uide ; for it feems he does not get the half-crown, but is obliged to account for it to

his mailer, who lives very comfortably on the revenue he derives from this Cavern

;

and is able to keep a man to fliew it to ftrangers.

When I came home I fent for a flioe-maker. There was one who lived jufl: oppofitc;

and he immediately came to examine my flioes. He told me he could not fufficiently

wonder at the badnefs of the work, for they were fhoes I had brought from Germany.

Notwithftanding this, he undertoook, as he had no new ones ready, to mend them for

me as well as he could. This led me to make a very agreeable acquaintance with this

flioe-maker ; for when I expreffed to him my admiration of the Cavern, it pleafed him

greatly that in fo infignificant a place as Caftleton, there fhould be any thing which

could infpire people with aftonifhment, who came from fuch diifant countries ; and

thereupon offered to take a walk with me, to fliew me at no great difliancc, the famous

mountain called Mam-Tor, which is reckoned among the things of mofl: note in Der-

byfliire.

This mountain is covered with verdure on its fummit and fides j but at the end it is a

fteep precipice. The middle part does not, like other mountains, confifl: of rock, but

of a loofe earth, which gives way, and either rolls from the top of the precipice in little

pieces, or tears itfelf loofe in large mafles, and falls with a thundering crafli, thus form,

ing an hill on its fide which is continually encreafing.

From thcfe circumftances probably is derived the name of Ma?n Tor, which literally

fignifies Mother Hill ; for Tor, is either an abbreviation of, or the old word for,

Tower ; and means not only a lofty building, but any eminence. Mam, is a familiar

term, that obtains, in all languages, for Mother ; and this mountain, like a Mother,

produces feveral other fmall hills.

The inhabitants here have a fuperflitious notion, that this mountain, notwithftanding

its daily lofs, never decreafes, but always keeps its own, and remains the fame.

My companion told me a fliocking hiifory of an inhabitant of Caftleton, who laid a

wager, that he would afcend this fteep precipice.

As the lower part is not quite fo fteep, but rather flanting upwards, he could get

good hold in this foft loofe earth, and clambered up, without looking round. At
length he had gained more than half the alcent, and was juft at the part, where it

projeds and overlooks itsbafis: from this aftonifhing height the unfortunate man caft:

down his eyes, whilft the threatening point of the rock hung over him, with tottering

mafles of earth.

He trembled all over, and was juft going to relinquifli his hold, not daring to move
backwards or forwards : in this manner he hung for fome time between heaven and

earth, furrounded by defpair. However, his finews would bear it no longer; and

therefore, in an cfibrt of defpair, he once more collefted all his ftrength, and got hold

of, firft, one loofe ftone, and then another ; all of which would have failed him, had

he not immediately caught hold of another. By thefe means, however, at length, to

his own, as well as to the aftoniftimcnt of all the fpedators, he avoided almoft inftant

and certain death, fafely gained the fummit of the hill, and won his wager.

I trembled as I heard this relation ; feeing the mountain and the precipice

in queftion fo near to me, I could not help figuring to myfelf the man clam-

bering up it.

Not far from hence is EUcn-lIole, a cavity, or pit, or hole in the earth, of fuch a

monftrous depth, that if you throw in a pebble ftone, and lay your ear to the hedge

of the hole, you hear it falling for a long time.

As
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As foon as it comes to the bottom it emits a found as if foinc one were ultciing a

loud figh. The firft noife it makes, on its being firfl parted with, affects the car Yike a
fubterranean thunder. This rumbling, or thundering noife, continues for fome time,

and then decreafes, as the (tone falls againfl. firfl; one hard rock and then another, at a
greater and a greater depth ; and at length when it has for fometime been falling, the
noife ftops with a kind of whizzing, or a hifling, murmur. The people have alfo a
world of fuperftitious (lories relating to this place ; one of which is, that fome perfon
once threw into it a goofe, which appeared again, at two miles diftance, in the great ca-

vern I have already mentioned, quite ftripped of its feathers. But I will not Ituft" my
letters with many of thcfe fabulous hiflories.

They reckon that they have inDerbyfhire feven wonders of nature; of which, this

Elde>i Hole, the hill of Mam Tor, and the great cavern, I have been at, are the prin-

cipal. This cavern goes commonly by a name that is fliockingly vulgar ; in Englifli it

is called " The Devil's Arfe o'Pcak."

The remaining four wonders are Pool's Hole, which has fome refemblance to this

that I have feen, as I am told, for I did not fee it ; next, St. Anne's Well, where there
are two fprings, which rife clofe to each other ; the one of which is boiling-hot, the
other as cold as ice ; the next is, Tide's-iuell, not far from the town of that name,
through which I paffed. It is a fpring, or well, which in general flows or runs under
ground, imperceptibly, and then all at once ruflies forth with a mighty rumbling or
fubterranean noife, which is faid to have fomething mufical in it, and overflows its banks.
Laftly, Chatfworth, a palace, or feat, belonging to the Dukes of Devonfliire, at the
foot of a mountain, whofe funimit is covered with eternal fnow, and therefore always
gives one the idea of winter, at the fame time that the moft delightful fpring blooms
at its foot.- 1 can give you no further defcription of thefe latter wonders, as I only know
them by the account given me by others. They were the fubjeds with which my
guide, the flioe-maker, entertained me during our walk.

While this man was fliewing me every thing within his knowledge, that he thought
niofl; intercfling, he often exprefl"ed his admiration on thinking how much of the world
I had already feen ; and the idea excited in him fo lively a defire to travel, that I had
much to do to reafon him out of it. He could not help talking of it the whole even-
ing ; and again and again proteRed that, had he not got a wife and child, he
would fet oft" in the morning, at day-break, along with me; for here in Caftleton
there is but little to be earned by the hardefl labour, or even genius

; provifions

are not cheap ; and in fliort, there is no fcope for exertion. This honefl; man
was not yet thirty.

As we returned, he wiflied yet to fliew me the lead mines, but it was too late. Yet
late as it was, he mended my flioes the fame evening, and I muft do him the jufl.ice to

add, in a vei7 mafl;erly manner.

But I am forry to tell you, I have brought a cough from the cavern, that does not
at all pleafe me; indeed it occafions me no little pain, which makes mefuppofe that one
mufl: needs breathe a very unwholcfome damp air in this cavern. But then, were that
the cafe, I do not comprehend how my friend Charon fhould have held it out fo long,
and fo well, as he has.

This morning I was up very early in order to view the ruins, and to clitnb an high
hill, along fide of them. The ruins, are diredly over the mouth of the hole on
the hill, which extends itfelf fome diflance over the cavern, beyond the ruins

and always widens ; though here in front it is fo narrow, that the building takes up the
whole.

VOL. II. 4 c From
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From the ruins all around, there is nothing but deep rock, fo that there is no acccfs

to it, but from the town, where a crooked path from the foot of the hill is hewn in the

rock, but is alfo prodip,ioufly fteep.

The ipot on which tlic ruins ftand, is now all overgrown with nettles and thiflles.

Formerly, it is faid, there was a bridge from this mountain, to the oppofite one, of

which one may yet difcovor fome traces, as in i\\e vale, which divides the two rocks,

we Hill find the remains of fome of the arches on which the bridge refted. This vale

which lies at the back of the ruins, and probably over the cavern, is called the Cave's

Way, and is one of the greatefl thoroughfares to the town. In the part, at which, at

fome diftance, it begins to defccnd between thefe two mountains, its defcent is fo gentle

that one is not at all tired in going down it. But if you fhould happen to mifs the

way between the two rocks, and continue on the heights, you are in great danger of

falling from the rock, which every moment becomes Iteeper and ft eeper.

The mountain, on which the ruins ftand, is every where rocky. The one on the

left of it, which is feparated by the vale, is perfeftly verdant and fertile, and, on its

fummit, the pailure lands are divided by ftones, piled up in the form of a wall. This
~

green mountain is at leaft three times as high as that on which the ruins ftand.

I began to clamber up the green mountain, which is alfo pretty fteep ; and when I

had got more than half way up without having once looked back, I was nearly in the

fame fituation as the adventurer who clambered up Mam-Tor hill; for when I looked

round, I found my eye had not been trained to view, unmoved, fo prodigious an height

;

Caftleton, with the furrounding country, lay below me, like a map ; the roofs of the

houfes feemed almoft clofe to the ground, and the mountain with the ruins itfelf, feemed

to be lying at my feet.

I grew giddy at the profpe£l, and it required all my reafon to convince me that I was

in no danger, and that, at all events, I could only fcramble down the green turf, in

the fame manner as I had got up. At length I feemed to grow accuftomed to this view,

till it really gave me pleafurej and 1 now climbed quite to the fumm'it, and walked over

the meadows, and at length reached the way, which gradually defcends between the

two mountains.

At the top of the green mountain I met with fome neat country girls, who
were milking their cows, and coming this fame way with their milk- pails on their

heads.

This little rural party formed a beautiful group, when fome of them with their milk-

pails took ftielter, as it began to rain, under a part of the rock ; beneath which they fat

down on natural ftone benches, and there, with paftoral innocence and glee, talked and

laughed till the ihower was over.

My way led me into the town, from whence I now write, and which I intend leaving

in order to begin my joui ney back to London ; but 1 think I fliall not now purfue quite

the fame road.

"WHEN 1 took my leave of the honeft flioe-maker, in Caftleton, who would have re-

joiced to have accompanied me, I refolved to return, not by Tidc's-ivcll, but by Ward'
low, which is nearer.

I there found but one fingle inn, and in it only a landlady, who told me that her

hufband was at work in the lead-miucs j and that the cavern at Caftleton, and all that

7 I had
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I had yet feen, was nothing to be compared to tliefc lead-iniiies. Her luifljand, flic

laid, would be happy to fliew them to inc.

When I came tooderto pay her for my dinner, flic made fome diillcuUy about it
;

hecaufc, as I had neither drank ale, or brandy, by the felling of which flie chielly

made her livelihood, flie faid fhe could not well make out my bill. On this I called

for a mug of ale (which I did not drink) in order to enable me the better to fettle her

reckoning.

At this fame time I faw my innkeeper of Tidefwell ; who, however, had not, like

me, come on foot, but prancing proudly on horfcback.

As I proceeded, and law the hills rife before me, which were flill Ircfli in my me-
mory, having fo recently become acquainted with them, in my journey thither, I

was jufl: reading the paflage, in Milton, relative t« the creation, in which the Angel
defcribes to Adam how the water fubfided, and

" Iinmediately the mountains huge appear

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave

Into the clouds, tlieir tops afcciid the Iky."

Book vii. 1. 2S5.

It feemed to me, while reading this paflage, as if every thing around me were in the

a£t of creating, and the mountains themfelves appeared to emerge or rife, fo animated

was the fcene.

I had felt fomething, not very unhTce this, on my journey hither ; as I was fitting

oppofite to an hill, whofe top was covered with trees, and was reading in Milton the

fublime defcription of the combat of the angels, where the fallen angels are made, with

but little regard to chronology, to attack their antagonijis with artillery and cannon,

as if it had been a battle on earth, of the prefent age. The better angels, however,

defend themfelves againfl: xheir antagonijis, by each feizing on fome hill, by the tufts on its

fummit, tearing them up by the root, and thus bearing them in their hands, to fling them
at their enemy:

they ran, they flew,

From their foundation loos'ning to and fro.

They pluck'd the featcd hills with all their load.

Rocks, waters, woods, and by the fhaggy tops

Uplifting bore them in their hands ."

Book vi. 1, 642.

I feemed to fancy to myfelf, that I actually faw an angel there {landing and plucking

up an hill before me and fliaking it in the air.

When I came to the lafl: village, before I got to Matlock, as it was now evening, and

dark, I determined to fpend the night there ; and enquired for an inn, which, I was
told, was at the end of the village. And fo on I walked, and kept walking till near

midnight, before I found this fame inn. The place feemed to have no end. On my
journey to Caftleton, I mufl either not have paflTed through this village or not have no-

ticed its length. Much tired, and not a little indifpofed, I at length arrived at the inn;

where I fat myfelf down by the fire in the kitchen, and afked for fomething to eat.

As they told me, I could not have a bed here, I replied I abfolutely would not be driven

away, for that if nothing better could be had, I would fit all night by the fire. This

1 actually prepared to do, and laid my head on the table in order to fleep.

4 c 2 When
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When the people in the kitchen thought that I was afleep, I heard them talking about

me, ^nd guefling who, or what I might be. One woman alone feemed to^take my
part, and faid, "1 dare fay, he is a well-bred gentleman;" another icoutcd that no-

tion, merely, becaufe, as fhe faid, I had come on foot; and "depend on it," " faid

file, " he is fome poor travelling creature !" My ears yet ring with the contemptuous
tone with which file uttered, " Poor travelling creature!" It feems to exprtfs all

the wrctchednefs of one, who neither hashoufe, nor home; a vagabond, and outcafh

of fociety.

At lalt, when thefe unfeeling people fluv that I was determined, at all events, to flay

there all night, they gave me a bed, but not till I had long given up all hopes of getting

one. And in the morning, when they alked me a fliilling for it, I gave them half-a-

crown, adding, with fomething of an air, that I would have no change. This I did,

though perhaps foolifldy, to ihew them, that I was not quite " a poor creature." And
now they took leave of me with great civility, and many excufes ; and I now continued

my journey much at my eafe.

When 1 had paiTed Matlock, I did not go again towards Derby, but took the road
to the left towards Nottingham, Here the hills gi'adually difappeared ; and my
journey now lay through meadow grounds, and cultivated fields.

I mult here inform you, that the word Peake, or Pike., in old Englifli, fignifies a

point or fummit ; the Peak of Derbyfliire, therefore means that part of the country,

which is hilly ; or where the mountains are highefl:.

Towards noon I again came to an eminence, where I found but one fingle folitary

inn, which had a fingular infcription on its fign. It was in rhime, and I remember
only that it ended with thefe words, " Refrefh and then go on." " Entertainment for

man and horfe." This I have feen on feveral figns, but the mod common, at all the

lefl'er ale-houfes, is " A. B. C. or D. dealer in foreign fpirituous liquors."

I dined here on cold meat and fallad. This, or elfe eggs and fallad, was my ufual

fupper, and my dinner too, at the inns at which I flopped. It was but feldom that I

had the good fortune to get any thing hot. The fallad, for which they brought me all

the ingredients, I was always obliged to drefs myfelf. This, I believe is always done in

England.

The road was now tolerably pleafant, but the country feemed here to be uniform

and unvaried even to dullnefs. However, it was a very fine evening, and as I paflfed

through a village, jufl before fun-fet, feveral people, who met me, accofted me with

a phrafe which, at firfl:, I thought odd, but which I now think civil, if not polite.

As if I could poffibly want information on fuch a point, as they pafTed me, they all very

courtcoufly told me " 'tiuas ajine evening, or a pleafant night"

I have alfo often met people who, as they pailed me, obligingly and kindly afked :

'* how do you do?" To which unexpeSed queftion from total ftrangers, I have now
learned to anfwer, '' pretty well I thank you, how do you do ?" This manner of ad-

drefs muft needs appear very fingular to a foreigner, who is all at once afked by aper-

fon whom he has never feen before, how he does ?

After I had paflfed through this village, I came to a green field, at the fide of which

I met with an ale-houfe. The mifl;refs was fitting at the window ; I aflced her, if I

could flay the night there, ftie faid, no 1 and fliut the window in my face.

This unmannerlinefs recalled to my rccolledion the many receptions of this kind to

which I had now fo often been expofed ; and I could not forbear uttering aloud my in-

dignation at the inhofpitality of the Engliih ; this harfli fentiment I foon corrected,

however, as I walked cm, by recoUeding, and placing in the oppofite fcale, the un-

8 bounded
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bounded and unequalled generofity of this nation : and alfo the many afts of real and

fubflantial kindnels, which I had my felf experienced in it.

I at lalt came to another inn, where there was written on the fign :
" The Navi-

gation Inn ;" becaui'e it is the depot, or (lore-houfo of the colliers of the Trent.

A rougher or ruder kind of people I never faw than thefe colliers, whom I here

met aflembledin the kitchen, and in whofe company I was obliged to fpend the even-

ing.

Their language, their drefs, thtir manners, were, all of them, fmgularly vulgar

and difagreeable ; and their exprellions Hill more fo: For, they hardly fpoke a word,

without adding, " a G—dd jne" to it, and thus curfmg, quarrelling, drinking,

fmging, and fighting, they fcemed to be pleafed, and to enjoy the evening. I mull

do them the juitice to add, that none of them, however, at all molefted me, or did

me any harm. On the contrary, every one again and again drank my health, and I

took care not to forget to drink theirs in return. The treatment of my hoft at Mat-

lock was dill frefh in my memory ; and fo, as often as I drank, I never omitted fay-

ing, " Your healths gentlemen all!"

When two Englilhmen q,uarrel, the fray is carried on, and decided, rather by

a£lions than byw^ords; though loud and boifterous, they do not fay much, and

frequently repeat the fame thing over and over again, always clinching it with an ad-

ditional " G— d— you!" Their anger feems to overpower their utterance, and can

vent only by coming to blows.

The landlady, who fat in the kitchen along with all this goodly company, was ne-

verthelefs well drelfed, and a remarkably well looking woman. As foon as I had fup-

ped, I haftened to bed, but could not fleep ; my quondam companions, the colliers,

made fuch a nolfe the whole night through.—In the morning, when I got up, there was

not one to be feen, nor heard.

1 was now only a few miles from Nottingham, where I arrived towards

noon.

This, of all the towns I have yet feen, except London, feemed to me to be one

of the beft ; and is undoubtedly the cleaneft. Every thing here wore a modern ap-

pearance, and a large place in the centre, fcarcely yielded to a London fquare, ia

point of beauty.

From the town a charming foot-path leads you acrofs the meadows to the high-

road, where there is a bridge over the Trent. Not far from this bridge was an inn,

where I dined, though I could get nothing but bread and butter, of which I defired

to have a toaft made.

Nottingham lies high, and made a beautiful appearance at a diflance, with its neat

high houfes, red roofs, and its lofty fteepJes. I have not feen fo fine a profpeft, in

any other town in England.

I now came through feveral villages, as Ruddington, Bradmore and Buny, to

Caftol, where I flayed all night.

This whole afternoon I heard the ringing of bells in many of the villages. Proba-

bly, it is fome holiday which they thus celebrate. It was cloudy weather, and I felt

myielf not at all well : and in thefe circumftances this ringing difcompofed me flill

more ; and made me at length quite low-fpirited and melancholy.

At Caflol there were three inns clofe to each other, in which, to judge only from

the outfide of the houfes, little but poverty was to be expefted. In the one at which

I at length flopped there was only a landlady, a fick butcher, and a fick carter, both

of whom had come to flay the night. This aifemblage of fick perfons gave me the

idea
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idea of an hofpital, and dq^reffed me flill more. I felt feme degree of fever, was
very reftlefs all night, and fo I kept my bed very late the next morning, until the

woman of the houfe came and aroufed me, by faying file had been uneafy on my ac-

count. And now I formed the refolution to go to Leicefter in the poll-coach.

I was now only four miles from Loughborough, a fmall, and I think, not a very

handfome town, where I arrived late at noon, and dined at the lall inn on the road

that leads to Leicefter. Here again, far beyond expedation, the people treated me
like a gentleman, and let me dine in the parlour.

From Loughborough to Leicefter, was only ten miles ; but the road was fandy and
very unpleafant walking.

I came through a village called Moiaifforrel, which perhaps takes its name from
a little hill at the end of it. As for the reft, it was all one large plain, all the way to

Leicefter.

Towards evening I came to a pleafant meadow juft before I got to Leicefter,

through which a foot-path led me to the town, which made a good appearance as I

viewed it lengthways, and indeed much larger than it really is.

I went up a long ftreet before I got to the houfe from which the poft-coaches fet

out, and which is alfo an inn. I here learnt that the ftage was to fet out that even-

ing for London, but that the infide was already full ; fome places were however ftill

left on the outfide.

Being obliged to beftir myfelf to get back to London, as the time drew near, when
the Hamburgh captain, with whom I intend to return, had fixed his departure, I de-

termined to take a place as far as Northampton on the outfide.

But this ride from Leicefter to Northampton, I fhall remember as long as I

live.

The coach drove from the yard through a part of the houfe. The infide pafiengers

got in, in the yard ; but we on the outfide were obliged to clamber up in the public

ftreet, becaufe we fhould have had no room for our head to pafs under the gate-

way.

My companions on the top of the coach, were a farmer, a young man very decently

drefled, and a black-a-moor.

The getting up alone was at the rifle of one's life ; and when I was up, I was obli-

ged to fit juft at the comer of the coach, with nothing to hold by, but a fort of little

handle, fuftened on the fide. I fat neareft the wheel ; and the moment that we fet

off, I fancied that I faw certain death await me. All I could do, was to take ftill fafer

hold of the handle, and to be more and more careful to preferve my balance.

The machine now rolled along with prodigious rapidity, over the ftones through the

town, and every moment we feemed to fly into the air ; fo that it was almoft a miracle,

that we ftill ftuck to the coach, and did not fall. We feemed to be thus on the wing,

and to fly, as often as we pafled through a village, or went down an hill.

At la(l the being continually in fear of my life, became infupportable, and as we
were going up a hill, and confequently proceeding rather flower than ufual, I crept

from the top of the coach, and got fnug into thebaikct.
" O, fir, fir, you will be flvaken to death !" laid the black ; but I flattered myfelf,

he exaggerated the unpleafantnefsofmy poft.

As long as we went up hill, it was eafy and pleafant. And, having had little or no
ileep the night before, I was almoft afleep among the trunks and the packages ; but

how was the cafe altered when we came to go down hill ; then all the trunks and par-

cels began, as it were, ^o dance around me, and every thing in the baflset feemed to

be
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be alive, and I every moment received from them fuch violent blows, that I thouo-ht

my lad hour was come. I now found that what the black had told me, was no exag-
geration ; but all my complaints were ufelefs. I was obliged to fuller this torture

nearly an hour, till we came to anotlicr hill again, uhen quite fhakcn to pieces and
I'adly bruifed, I again crept to tho top of the coach, and took polTefllon of my former
feat. " Ah, did not I tell you, that you would be fhaken to death .?" faid the black,

as I was getting up ; but I made him no reply. Indeed I was alhamed ; and I now
write this as a warning to all ftrangers to ftage-coaches who may happen to take it into

their heads, without being ufed to it, to take a place on the outfide of an Englifli pod-
coach ; and dill more, a place in the bafket.

About midnight we arrived at Harborough, where I could only reft myfelf a moment,
before we were again called to fet off, full drive, through a number of villages, fo

that a few hours before day-break we had reached Northampton, which is, however,
thirty three miles from Leicefter.

From Harborough to Leiceder, I had a mod dreadful journey, it rained inccf-

Aintly ; and as before we had been covered with dud, we now were ioaked with rain.

My neighbour, the young man who fat next me in the middle, that my inconveniences,

might be complete, every now and then fell afleep ; and as, when afleep, he perpetu-

ally bolted and rolled againd me, with the whole weight of his body, more than once
he was very near pufliing me entirely oft' my feat.

We at lad: reached Northampton, where I immediately went to bed, and have flept

almoft till noon. To-morrow morning I intend to continue my journey to London in

fome other ftage-coach,

London, i^ih July, 17S2.

THE journey from Northampton to London I can again hardly call a journey ; but

rather a perpetual motion, or removal from one place to another, in a clofe box j

during your conveyance you may, perhaps, if you are in luck, converfe with two or

three people ftiut up along with you.

But I was not fo fortunate ; for my three travelling companions were all farmers,

who flept fo foundly, that even the hearty knocks of the head with which they often

faluted each other, did not awake them.

Their faces, bloated and difcoloured by their copious ufe of ale and brandy, looked,

as they lay before me, like fo many lumps of dead flefti. When now and then they

woke, flieep, in which they all dealt, was the firft and lad topic of their converfation.

One of the three, however, diftered not a little from the other two ; his face was fallow

and thin, his eyes quite funk and hollow, his long lank fingers hung quite loofe, and
as if detached from his hands. He was, in fiiort, the piflure of avarice and mifanthro-

phy. The former he certainly was ; for at every ftage he refufed to give the coach-

man the accudomed perquifite, which every body elfe paid ; and every farthing he '

was forced to part with, forced a G

—

d d n from his heart. As he fat in the

coach, he feemed anxious to fliun the light ; and fo fliut up every window that

he could come at, except when now and then 1 opened them, to take a flight view

of the charms of the country through which we feemed to be flying, rather than

driving.

Our road lay through Newport-Pagnell, Dunftable, St. Alban's, Barnet, to

Iflington, or rather to London itfclf. But thefe names are all I know of the dilfcrent

places.

At
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At Dunflable, if I do not midake, we breakfafled ; and here, as is ufual, every thing

was paid for in common by all the paflengers ; as I did not know this, I ordered coffee

feparatcly ; however, when it came, the three farmers alfo drank of it, and gave me
fome of their tea.

They aiked me what part of the world I came from ; whereas we in Germany gene-

rally inquired, what countryman a perfon is.

When we had breakfafted, and were again feated in the coach, all the farmers, the

lean one excepted, feemed quite alive again, and now began a converfation on religion

and on politics.

One of them brought the hiftory of Samfon on the carpet, which the clergyman of

his parifh, he faid, had lately explained, I dare fay, very fatisfa<Eloriiy ; though this

honell farmer ftill had a great many doubts about the great gate which Samfon carried

away, and about the foxes with the fire-brands between their tails. In other refpefts,

however, the man feemed not to be either uninformed or fceptical.

They now proceeded to relate to each other various ftories, chiefly out of the Bible

;

not merely as important fads, but as interefting narratives, which they would have told

and liflencd to with equal fatisfaftion had they met them any where elfe. One of them
had only heard thefe ftories from his minifter in the church, not being able to read

them himfelf.

The one that fat next to him, now began to talk about the Jews of the Old Tef-

tament, and affured us that the prefent race were all defcended from thofe old ones.
" Aye, and they are all damned to all eternity !"—faid his companion, as coolly

and as confidently as if at that moment, he had fefen them burning in the bottomlefs

pit.

We now frequently took up frefh paffengers, who only rode a fliort diftance with

us, and then got out again. Among others was a woman from London, whofe bu-

fmefs was the making of brandy. She entertained us with a very circumftantial nar-

rative of all the fhocking fcenes during the late riot in that city. What particularly

ftruck me was her faying, that fhe faw a man, oppofite to her houfe, who was fo

furious, that he ftood on the wall of a houfe that was already half burnt down, and

there, like a daemon, with his own hands, pulled down and toffed about the bricks

which the fire had fpared, till at length he was fhot, and fell back among the

flamss.

At length we arrived at London without any accident, in a hard rain, about one

o'clock. I had been obliged to pay fixteen (hillings before-hand at Northampton, for

the fixty miles to London. This the coachman feemed not to know for certain, and

therefore aiked me more earneftly, if I was fure I had paid : I affured him I had ; and

he took my word.

I looked like a crazy creature when I arrived in London ; notwithftanding which,

Mr. Pointer, with whom 1 left my trunk, received me in the mod friendly manner,

and defircd me during dinner to relate to him my adventures.

The fame evening I called on Mr. Leonhardi, who, as I did not wifh to hire a lodg-

ing for the few days I might be obliged to wait for a fair wind, got me into the Free-

mafons' tavern. And here I have been waiting thefe eight days, and the wind ftill con-

tinues contrary for Hambro' ; though I do now moft heartily wifli for a fair wind, as I

can no longer make any improvement by my flay, fince I muft keep myfelfin conftant

readinei's to embark whenever the wind changes; and therefore I dare go no great

diflauce.

Every
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Ev^' body here is now full of the marquis of Rockingham's death, and the change
of the miniftryin confeqiience of it. They are much difpleafcd that Fox has given up
his feat ; and yet it is fingular, they flill are much concerned, and intereft themfelves

for him, as if whatever interefted him were the intereft of ihe nation.

On Tuefday there was an highly important debate in Parliament. Fox was called

on to aflign the true reafons of his refignation before the nation. At eleven o'clock the

gallery was fo full, that no body could get a place; and the debates only begin at

three, and lafted this evening till ten.

About four. Fox came. Every one was full of expcdation. He fpoke at firfl with

great vehemence ; but it was obferved that he gradually became more and more mo-
derate, and when at length he had vindicated the ftep he had taken, and fliewed it to

be, in every point of view, juff, wife, and honourable,—he added, with great force

and pathos, " and now I (laud here once more, as poor as ever I was." It was im-
pofTible to hear fuch a fpeech and fuch dtclanitions unmoved.

General Conway then gave his reafons, why he did not refign ; though he was of

the fame political principles as Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke ; he was of the lame opinion

with them in regard to the independency of America ; the more equal reprefentation

of the people in parliament, and the regulations necelfary in Ireland : but he did not

think the prefent minifler, lord Shelburne, would ^& contrary to thofe principles.

As foon as he did, he fliould likewife refign ; but not before.

Burke now flood up and made a moft elegant, though florid fpeech, in praife of the

late marquis of Rockingham. As he did not meet with fufHcient attention, and heard

much talking and ma:iy murmurs, he faid, with much vehemence, and a fenfe of in-

jured merit, " ibis is 7iot treatment for fo old a member of parliament as I am, and I

will be heard !"—On which there was immediately a mofl profound filence. After he

had faid much more in praife of Rockingham, he fubjoined, that with regard to gene-

ral Conway's remaining in the minidry, it reminded him of a fable he had heard in his

youth, of a wolf, who, on having cloathed himfelf asa fheep, Vv'as let into the fold by
a lamb ; who indeed did fay to him, where did you get thofe long nails, and thofe

fliarp teeth, mamma ? But neverthelefs let hinl in ; the confequence of which was,

he murdered the whole flock. Now with refpecl to general Conway, it appeared to

him, jufl as though the lamb certainly did perceive the nails and teeth of the wolf,

but notwithflanding, was fo good-tempeped to believe that the wolf would change his

nature, and become a lamb. By this, he did not mean to reflect on lord Shelburne
;

only of this he was certain, that the prefent admiaiftration was a thoufand times worfe,

than that under lord North, (who was prefent.)

When I heard Mr. Pitt fpeak, for the firfl time, I was afloniflied, that a man of fo

youthful an appearance fliould fland up at all : but I was flill more aflonifhed to

fee how, while he fpoke, he engaged univerfal attention. He feems to me not to hi
more than one and twenty. This fame Pitt is now minifler, and even chancellor of

the Exchequer.

It is fhockiug to a foreigner, to fee what violent fatires on men, rather than on
things, daily appear in the newfpapers ; of which they tell me there are at leaft a

dozen, if not more, publiihed every day. Some of them iiJe with the minillry, and
flill more I think with the oppofition. A paper that Ihould be quite impartial, if that

were poffible, I apprehend, would be deemed fo infipid as to find no readers. No
longer ago than yelterday, it was mentioned in one of thefe newfpapers, that when
Fox who is fallen, faw fo young a man as Pitt made the minilter, he exclainied with

VOL. 11. 4 D Satan
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Satan, who, in Piiradifi Lifi, on perceiving the man approved by Goil, called out,

" O hateful fight
!"

On Thurfday the king went with the ufual folemnity to prorogue the parliament for a

flated time. But I pafs this over as a matter that has already been fo often defcribed,

I havealfo, during this period, become acquainted W'ith baron Grothaus, the famous-

walker, to \^hom I had alfo a letter of recommendatioH from baron Groote of Hambro'.

He lives in Chellerfield-houfe, not fur from general Paoli, to whom he has promiled to

introduce rae, if I have time to call on him again.

I have fiiffercd much this week from the violent cough I brought with me from the

hole in Derbyfliirc, fo that I could not for fome days ftir ; during which time Meflrs,

Schonborn and Leonhardi have vifited me very attentively, and contributed much to

my amendment.
I have been obliged to relate as much about my journey out of London, here, as I

probably fliall in Germany, of all England in general.—To mofl people to whom I give

an account of my journey, what I have feen is quite ne^v. I muft, however, here in-

fert a few remarks on the elocution, or manner of fpeaking of this country, which I

had forgot before to write to you.

Englilh eloquence appears to me not to be nearly fo capable of fo much vjriety and

diffufion as ours is.—'Add to this, in their parliamentary fpeeches ; in fermons in the

pulpit ; in the dialogues on the flage ; nay, even in common converfation, their periods

«t the end of a fentence arc always accompanied by a certain fingular uniform fall of

the voice; which, notwithftandiag its monotony, has in it fomething fo peculiar, and
fo difficult, that I defy any foreigner ever completely to acquire it. Mr. Leonhardi, in

particular, feemed to me in fome paflages which he repeated out of Hamlet, to have

learnt to fink his voice in the true Englifh manner
;

yet any one might know from his

fpeaking, that he is not an Englifhman. The Englifh place the accent oftener on the

adjeftives than they do on the fubllantive, which, though undoubtedly the mod figni-

ficant word in any fentence, has frequently lefs llrel's laid on it, than you hear laid oa
mere epithets. On the ifage they pronounce the fyllables and words extremely dif-

tincl, fo that at the theatres you may always gain mod inftruClion in Englifh elocution.

and pronunciation.

This kingdom is remarkable for running into dialeft ; even in London they are faid

to have one. They fay for example, /'/ a'nt, inftead of it is not ; Ido?i'i know, for I Jo

not knozv ; 1 don't knozo him, ior I do not know him ; the latter of which phrafes has of-

ten deceived me, as I miflook a negative for an affirmative.

The wordy/r, in Englifli, has a great variety of fignifications. With the appclVtion

oijir, an Englifliman addrefles his y^/;;_g-, his friend, his foe, hisfer-vant, and his dog;

he makes ufe of it when alking a quedion politely ; and a member of parliament, mere-

ly to fill up a vacancy, when he happens to be at a lofs. Sir ? In an enquiring tone of

voice, fignifies what is your defire?

—

Sir! in an humble tone—gracious fovcreign !

—

Sir ! in a furly tone, a box on the eai' at your fervice ! To a dog it means a good beat-

ing.—And in a fpeech in parliament, accompanied by a paufe, it fignifies, 1 cannot now
rccollcft what it is I widi to lay farther.

I do not recollect to have heard any exprcflion repeated oftener than this, never

mind it ! A porter one day fell down, and cut his head on the pavement: " O,
never mind it!" faid an Englifhman who happened to be palling by. When I had

my trunk fetcied from the Ihip in a boat, the waterman rowed among the boats, and
his boy, who flood at the head of his boat, got a found drubbing, becaufe the

] 4 others
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Others would not let him pafs : " O never mind it!" faid the old one, and kept row*
ing on.

The Germans who have been here any time, almofl: conflantly make ufe of Angli-
dims, fuch as es luill nicht thtin, it will not do, for inftcad of cs iji nicbt hinlanglid, it

is not fufficient, and many fuch. Nay fome even fay, kb babe cs nicbt gemindcd, I did

not mind it, inflead of ich babe micb nicbt daran crranncjl^ cder darangedacbt, I did not
recoiled it, or I did not think of it.

You can immediately diltinguifli Engliflmaen when they fpeak German, by their pro-

nunciation according to the Englilh manner ; inftead of Icb bcjinde micb luobl, they

fay, Ich bcfrmicb u'ob!, I am very well, the w being as little noticed as u quickly
founded.

I have often heard, when directing any one in the ftreet, the phrafc ;
" go down the

ftreet as far as ever you can go, and aik any body." Jull as we fay, " every child can
diredl you."

I have already noticed in England they learn to write a much finer hand than with

us. This pi-obably arifes from their making ufe of only one kind of writing, in which
the letters are all fo exaft, that you would take it for print.

In general, in fpeaking, reading, in their expreffions, and in writing, they feem in

England, to have more decided rules than we have. The loweft man expreffes himfelf

in proper phrafes, and he who publiflies a bock, at leaft writes corredlly, though the

matter be ever fo ordinary. In point of ftyle, when they write, they feem to be all of
the fame country, profeflion, rank, and ftation.

The printed Englilh fermons are, beyond all qucftion, the befl in the world
j yet I

have fometimes heard fad miferable fluff" from their pulpits. I have been in fome churches
where the fermons feemed to have been tranfcribed or compiled from ell'ays and pamph-
lets; and the motley compofition, after all, very badly put together. It is faid that

there are a few in London, by whom fome of the Englilh clergy are fuppofed to get

their fermons made for money.

LcnJon, iSlh July.

] WRITE to you now for the laft time from London ; and, what is ftill more, from
St. Catherine's, one of the moft execrable holes in all this great city, where I am obliged

to il^ay, becaufe the great (liips arrive in the Thames here, and go from hence, and we
fhuU fail as foon as the wind changes ; this it has juft now done

;
yet {till it feems we

flvali not fail till to-morrow. To-day therefore I can flill relate to you all the little that

I have farther noticed.

On Monday morning I moved from the Free-mafons' tavern to a publlc-houfe here,

of which the mader is a German ; and where all the Hambro' captains lodge. At the

Frec-mafons' tavern, the bill for eight days lodging, breakfafl:, and dinner, came to

one guinea and nine fljllings, and nine-pence. Breakfalt, dinner, and coffee, were
always with diliinftion, reckoned a (hilling each. For my lodging I paid o-.ly twelve

fhiUings a-we^'k ; which was certainly cheap enough.

At the German's houfe herein St. Catherine's, on the contrary, every thing is more
reafonable, and you here eat, drink, and lodge, for half-a-guinea a«week. Nolwith-
ftanding, however, I would not advife any body who wiflies to fee Loudon, to lodge

here long; for St. Catherine's is one of the moft out-of-the-way and inconvenient p'aces

in the whole town.

He who lands here firfl fees this niiferable narrow dirty ffreer, and this niais of ill-
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built, old, ruinous houfes ; and of courfe forms, at firfl fight, no very favourable idea

of this beautiful and renowned city.

From BuUilrode-llreet, or Cavendifli-fquare, to St. Catherine's, is little lefs than

half a day's journey. Ncverthelefs Mr. Schonborn has daily vifited me fince I have
livetl here ; and I have always walked back half way with him. This evening we took

leave of each other near St. Paul's, and this feparation cofl me not a few tears.

I have had a very agreeable vifit this afternoon from Mr. Hanfen, one of the affiftants

te the Zollner book for all ranks of men, who brought me a letter from the Rev. Mr.
Zollnerat Berlin, and juft arrived at London when I was going away. He is going on
bufmefs to Liverpool. I have thefe few days pall, for want of better employment,
walked through feveral parts of London that I had not before feen. Yefterday I endea-

voured to reach the weft end of the town ; and I walked feveral miles, when finding it

was grown quite dark, I turned back quite tired, without having accomplifhed my end.

Nothing in London makes fo difgufling an appearance to a foreigner, as the butchers'

fhops, efpecially in the environs of the Tower. Guts and all the naitinefs are thrown
into the middle of the llreet, and caufe an infupportable fiench.

I have forgot to defcribe the 'Change to you : this beautiful building is a long fquare,

in the centre of which is an open area, where the merchants aflemble. All round,
there are covered walks lupported by pillars, on which the name of the different com-
mercial nations you may with to find are written up, that among the crowd of people

you may be able to find each other. There are alfo ftone benches made under the co-

vered walks, which after a ramble from St. Catherine's, for example hither, are very
convenient to reft yourfclf.

On the walls all kinds of hand-bills are ftuck up ; among others I read one of fingu-

lar contents. A clergyman exhorted the people not to affent to the Ihameful ad of par-

liament for the toleration of catholics, by fuft'ering their children, to their eternal ruin,

to be inftruc^ed and educated by them ; but rather to give him, an orthodox clergyman,
of the church of England, this employ, and this emolument.

In the middle of the area is a ftone ftatue of Charles the Second. As I fat here on
a bench, and gazed on the immenfe crowds that people London, I thought, that as to

mere drefs and outward appearance, thefe here did not feem to be materially different

from our people at Berlin.

Near the 'Change is a fliop, where, for a penny or even a halfpenny only, you may
read as many newfpapers as you will. There are always a number of people about thefe

fhops, who run over the paper as they ftand, pay their halfpenny, and then go on.

Near the 'Change there is a little fteeple with a fet of bells, which have a charming
tone, but they only chime one or two lively tunes, though in this part of the city, you
conftantly hear bells ringing in your ears.

It hds ftruck me that in London there is no occalion for any elementary works or
prints, for the inftruftion of children. One need only lead them into the city,* and
fliew them the things themfelves as they really are. For here it is contrived as much
as poflible, to place in view for the public infpedion, every produdlion of art, and
every effort of induftry. Paintings, mechanifms, curiofities of all kinds, are here ex-

hibited in the large and light fliop w^indows, in the moft advantageous manner ; nor
are fpectators wanting, who here and there, in the middle of the ftreet, ftand ftill to

obferve any curious performance. Such a ftreet feemed to me to referable a well re-

gulated cabinet of curiofities.

But the fquares, where the fineft houfes are, difdain and rejeft all fuch fhews and
ornaments, which are adapted only to (hop-keepers' houfes. The fquares, moreover,

8 are
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are not nearly fo crowded or fo populous, as the ftreets and the other parts of the city.

There is nearly as much difference between thefe fquares and the Strand in London,

in point of population and buflle, as there is between Mill-bank and Frederick's-ftadt

in Berlin.

I do not at prefent recoiled any thing further, my dear friend, worth your attention,

which I can now write to you, except that every thing is ready for our departure to-

morrow, I paid captain Hiikes, with whom I came over from Hambro', four guineas

for my paflage and my board in the cabin. But captain Braunfchweig, with whom I

am to return, charges me five guineas; becaufe provifions, he fays, are dearer in Lon-

don than at Hambro'. I now have related to you all my adventures and all my hiftory

from the time that I took leave of you in the ftreet ; my voyage hither with captain

Hiikes excepted. Of this all that I think it necefiary to mention is, that, to my great

diflatisfadion, it lafled a fortnight, and three days I was fea-fick. Of my voyage back

I will give you a perfonal account. And now remember me to Biefter, and farewell

till I fee you again.

WO
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TWO SUCCESSIFE TOURS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF WALES, WITH
SEFERJL OF THE ADJACENT ENGLISH COUNTIES ; SO /IS TO FORM A
COMPREHENSIFE VIEW OF THE PICTURESQUE BEAUTT, THE PECU.
LIAR MANNERS, AND THE FINE REMAINS OF ANTI^UITF, IN THAT
INTERESTING PART OF THE BRITISH ISLAND. BT HENRY SERINE,
ES^ OF IVARLLT, IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AUTHOR OF THREE SUCCESSIFE TOURS IN"

THE NORTH OF ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND, IN 1 79 J.

PREFACE.

EMBOLDENED by the perhaps too partial approbation beflowed by fome of his

friends on his former performance, the author is induced to offer the following tours to

their infpeftion, and that of the public. Like thofe in the north of England and Scot-

land, they were not vsritten originally with the defign of being printed, and though now
prefentod in the fhape of an uniform courfe of travels, they have really been purfued in

diltinct parts, and at different periods of time, as the leifure of fncceffive fummers gave

a favourable opportunity. This ditlerence of years in which the feveral parts were

written mull: anfvver for fuch irregularity of ftyle as may ftrikean obferveriu the courfe

of this work. Where the defcription is meant to be general, the prefent tenfe is com-

monly ufed, but the pafl: is often preferred where the appearance of things (as in the

. courfe of travel) is alluded to. In matters of obfervation and opinion, the fmgular number

is often adopted, but the plural is more commonly ufed in defcription, except where

the author was aftually alone ; each of thefe, however, is frequently changed, to give

animation to fome particular fcene, and to avoid the prolixity of an uniform narrative.

Some apology may perhaps alfo be neceffary for various repetitions of epithets and

other little inaccuracies, which have efcaped the author's obfervation, who has not been

much in the habit of correcting for theprefs.

The fubjecls of thefe travels covers a highly interefling traft of counti*y, abounding

in beauties and curiofitics ; which, though frequently dcfcribed by abler pens, has per-

haps fcarcely ever been fo thoroughly pervaded in all its parts, or fo comprehenfively

treated. In this circumflance would the author wifli to place the merit of the work

(if fuch may any where be allowed to exiff), for he is fenfible that the antiqiiar an, the

moralifl, and even the piclurefque traveller, may in their treatifes have been amply fuc-

cefsful, but it has generally happened that they have confined themfelves chiefly to one

or other of thefe objcfls, and few have had the patience or opportunity to interfecl the

country to and fro fufllciently, fo as to gain a complete view of the who!;'. Even in the

prefent inftance, it is too much to fay that this has been effected pcrfeftly, and the au-

thor is fully aware that various points may have efcnped him, though pofi'bly not any of

confiderable importance ; he is alfo fenfible that he may occafiouaily have been milled,

in the names of hills and other local circumffances, by the imperfeft information he

cculd collect in fouie remote quarters, and in confequence of his not being much con-

veifiut with the Welch language.

The firft of thefe tours is devoted to the defcription of fouih Wales, and begins with

the views from the Cottefwold hills in Glocelterfhirc, where tiie approach to that

coun'.ry naturally opens. Alter coalLing tiie Severn Iroui Gloceller to Newnham,
and
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and traverfing the foreft of Dean, it purfues the navigation of the Wye from Rofs to

Monmouth and Chepltowe, and after vifiting the two paflage houfes on the Briltol

channel, pervades Monmouthfliire in various parts, fo as to inckido nearly the whole of

that fine county, with its capital. From Abergavenny it enters Brecknockihire, and

after purfuing the Uike almoft to its fource beyond Brecknock, it dcfccnds by the

u'orks of Merthyr-Tydvil to thePont-i-prydd, in the vale of Taaflein Glamorganfliire,

from whence by Caerphilli callle, eroding again through a comer of Monmouthfliire

it takes the coafl: road with little deviations by Cardiftc, Cowbridge, and Swanfea, to

Tenby in Pembrokefhire. That extreme county, unlike the reft of South Wales both

in its appearance and its inhabitants, oilers a variety of objeds in the fcenery attendant

on Milford-haven, the towns and caltles of Pembroke and Haverfordwell, and the lu-

pcrb ruins of Saint David's. From thence the coalt is purfued as far as Fifguard, and

the tour then takes an inland direction by Narbeth and Caermarthen, the two fine vales

of the Towey, and the pafs of Cvvm-Dwr, to Brecknock ; it then returns to Llanym-

dovcry by Buihh, Llandrindod and Llanwrted wells, and enters Cardiganfliire at Llan-

bcder. From Cardigan, after vifiting Kilgarrcn caftle, it again reaches the coaft , which

it follows with little variation to Aberyftwith, from whence it turns inland by the banks

of the Rl y.lol and the Yihvith to the romantic fcenery about the Devil's bridge and

Havod ; then crofling the mountains from Cwm-yllwith to Rhyadergowy, it penetrates

through the interior of Radnorihire by Knighton, Preiceigne, Kington, and Radnor,

and approaches England by the courfe of the Wye through its beautiful vale from

Builth to the Hay. The rich plains of Herefordfliire fucceed, and the reader is con-

duced by Hereford and Ledbury over the iVIalvern hills to Worcefter, where this part

of the travel naturally ends.

The tour of North Wales begins at that city, and taking a fhort compafs of the vale

of Evefliam, includes many of the ornamented feats and towns of V/arwickfliire, Wor-
ceftcrfliire, and Staiforufhire, with Blidgnorth and the works of Colebrooke dale, in

its approach to Shrewfbury. It then makes a flight deviation to vifit the beautiful dif-

play of Haw/kcitone, and croiTing the plain of Shropfliire, enters North Wales from

OiweRry, near Chirk caftle; by which place, Wynne-ftay and Wrexham, it reaches

the curious old city of Chefter. The coaft and the interior of the little county of

Flint iucceed, and IVom Holy-well the defcent is made into the beautiful vale of

Clwydd, extending from the fouth of Ruthyn to Denbigh, and the fea beyond Saint:

Afaph. The vale and river Conv;ay are then traced from its mouth to Llanrvvft and

the falls among the mountains near its fource, and the return is made on the oppofite

bank to Conway. The pafs of Penmanmawr and Bangor ferry conduit the reader into

Anglefea, where Beaumaries, Holyhead, and the Paris mountain, form the principal

objects. The Mcnai ftraits then lead to Caernarvon, from whence an expedition is

made towards the horn of the Caernarvonfliire coaft which commands the bay of Car-

digan, and the towns of Pwlwhelli, Crickhcath, and Penmorva. Great part of tha

Snowdonia is afterwards traverfed, and the enchanting valley of Feftiniog is a]-)proiichcd

by the ftupendous rocks and pafs of the Pont-Aberglafslyn ; from the charming fpot

of Tan-y-bwlch excurfions are made to vifit feveral points in the valley, and the proud

caftle of Harlech on the coaft. Dolgelly is then approached by various grand objects

in the wilds of Merionethfliire, and the aeftuary of the Mawdoch from thence to Bar-

mouth, difclofes a wonderful difplay beneath the northern bafe of the mighty mountaia

of Cader-Idris. The tour then takes an inland direction by the lake of Bala, the ro-

mantic territory of Ovven Glendwr near Corwtn, and the beautiful valley of the Dec to

l.lan-
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Llangollen, with the p'i£lurefque ruin of Vale Crucis abbey. A long tra£t over the

Dcvibi^-hfliire Berouin afterwai-ds condufts the reader to Llanrhaidr and the cataraft of

Pidill-Rhaidr ; by Llanvilling it approaches the dream of the upper Severn, and its

banks are purfued through the rich vale of Montgomeryfliire to Newtown and Llanid-

loes, near its fource. PafTing near the origin of the Wye, and almofl under the bafe

of p'linlimmon, this tour meets the former of South Wales at the Devil's bridge in

Cardiganlhire, and making a little curve by the Yflwith and Tivy to vifit Strata Florida

abbey, recrofles it to reach Llanbadern Vawr ; foon after which it re-enters North

Wales, taking a fvveep by the banks of the Dovey to Machynleth, Dinafmonthy, and

the mountains which form the fouthern bafe of Cader-Idris. Turning inland again at

MaUvydd, it pailes the hills by Cann's office and Llanvair to return to the Severn, and

croffing its vale to Montgomery, quits North Wales finally to approach Bifliop's caftle

and Ludlow in Shropfliire, from whence it purfues the direft line towards

Radnorfliire and Brecknocklhire, by Leominfter and Weobly in Herefordfliire, thus

completing the circle.

Such is the outline purfued in thefe travels, to which the author has added a table

of the contents of each chapter by way of index, the want of which in his former

work was properly fuggefled in the comment made by fome very liberal reviewers.

The mod commodious map he can recommend to follow them with, is Carey's large

map of England and Wales, (which may be procured either in a book or a fheet), and

which contains almoft all the objefts with fufficient accuracy. Evans's Survey of

North Wales, both in its large and fmall edition, is an excellent performance, but

there is as yet no fpecial map of South Wales, that is worthy of being compared

with it. From lord Littelton's elegant but fliort defcriptions, and Mr. Wyndham's
pleafmo- Tour of Wales, the author derived much entertainment and agreeable infor-

jnation when he firft vifited that country; in points of hillory, principally as regarding

the ancient buildings both religious and civil, Grofe's Antiquities, and Mr. Cough's

valuable edition of Camden's Britannia, will prove the beft guides, together with Mr.

Pennant's very accurate and excellent work.

With thele powerful aifiilants the reader cannot fail to traverfe Wales with plea-

fure, whatever may be the fate of the prefent imperfed performance, in which the

author's principal aim has been, to comprehend all that could fall within its compafs,

and to convey a faithful idea of the impreilion made by the feveral fcenes on his mind.

He has often lamented here, as before in Scotland, that the effufions of the pencil could

not illuftrate thofe of the pen, but that art has been denied him. In his obfervations

on the inhabitants of either divifion of Wales, he has endeavoured to be candid and

impartial ; and the reafon that he draws his perfonal charafters and inflances of hofpi-

tality chiefly from South Wales murt: be referred to his peculiar connexions, and the

opportunities he has had of forming acquaintances in that portion of the principality.

Slight indeed is the perceivable difference between the inhabitants of the two coun-

tries, the fame attachments prevailing in each, the like eminent virtues (attended with

fimilar fliades of defe£ls) pervading both, and one ingenious and ardent fpirit

animating the whole people.

Chap.
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Cf!ap. I.

—

Dcfccnt of the Coticfivold Hills.—Clocejlcr.—Gnat Vale of the Severn.—De-
lightful View from Keivnham Church-yard.—Mitchel Dean.— Wretched flate of the

Roads in the Forefi of Dean.—Rc/s.— Fiiie Profped from its Church-yard.—NavigO'
lion of the Wye from Rofs to Monmouth.— Goodrich Cajlle, Symonds Gate, furprifmg
Curve of the River, the Jiew Weir, and the Approach to Monmouth.—Navigation of
the Wye from Monmouth to Chcpfioiue.—Llandogoc, Tkfcent to Tintern Abbey, extreme
Beauty of the River beneath Persficld, andgrand .-Ipproach to Chepflowe.—Town, Caflk,
Bridge of Chepflowe.—Romantic Scenery and fine Difpofttion of Ground at Penfield.
Great Tafie cfthe late Mr. Morris, whoformed that Place.

THE proper approach to South Wales may be faid to commence at thofe various
points of the Cottcfwold hills which, either cloathcd with beech woods, or protrud-
ing their fteep and downifli fummits, defcend abruptly into the great vale of Glocefler-
fliire.

After a long and dreary ride over this unintercfling tract, which, bare of wood, and
thinly fcattered with coarfe villages, partakes enough of the quality of downs to give
an idea of wildnefs without majefty, and enough of modern cultivation to offend the
eye with perpetual interfedlions of ftone walls, the contraft exhibited from thefe ex-
tremities burfts upon the fight with a force and beauty almofl: incredible to thofe who
have not been long accuftomed to fuch tranfitions. The great breadth and almofl;

boundlefs extent of this plain, lofing itfelf on one fide in the Briftol channel, and on
the other in the diftant hills of Warwickfliire, Worcefterfliire, and Shropfhire ; its

abundant riches, thickly interfperfed with towns, villages, and wooded hills ; and above
all, the bold meanders of the Severn fwelling from a proud river into a majeflic fea,

form a grand affemblagc of obje£ls rarely united with fo ftrong an effed. Neither is

the oppofite boundary unequal to the accumulated beauties difplayed below, where the
wild heathy eminences of the forefl: of Dean, the circular encampment of May-hill,
and the indented fummits of the Malvern ridge, form the proper frontier

to a mountainous country, and prepare the eye for the fcenery it is to en.
counter.

In the centre of this plain, Glocefter, one of the principal cities of England
towards South Wales, exalts its towers and fpires with confiderable majefty, and ap-
pears the proud capital of this extended domain. This city, in the courfe of a ie\r

years, has fwelled into a place of commercial importance, and loft that air of dulnefe
and inaftivity which often prevails in towns undiftinguiftied by trade, and devoted to

ecclefiaftical inftitutions. Its fituation, however, though it affords a fine obieft to the
hills around, is far from pleafant ; for, buried in the plain, it is too far diftant from
either termination to partake ofmuch variety of country, and though its walls are wafhed
by the Severn, that river lofes at Glocefter much of its dignity by being divided into two
moderate channels with a long connefting caufeway. Its ftreets are regular and well-

formed, neither are they undiftinguiftied by haiidfome public buildings, which indicate

the increafing opulence of the place, and the importiiuce of the county. A very re-

fpeftable hofpital, and one of the moft complete gaols in England, iland foremoft
among thefe ; but the cathedral alone is fuflicient to repay a traveller's curiofity in vi.

fiting Glocefter. Without, its lofty tower and four tranfparent pinnacles adorned
with exquifite fret-work, make a confpicuous figure j within, the high roof and Gothic
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ornaments of the choir, form a noble contrafl: with the fimple grandeur of the pon-

derous Saxon pillars and'arches which fupport the aiile.

eroding the Severn from Glocefler, we purfued a delightful ride on its weftern

bank, commanding views of the city and its furrounding vale, with the long range of

the Cottcfwold hills, finely diftinguilhcd, and perpetually varied from every turn of the

road. The tufced eminences of the fored of Dean hung over us on the right, and

fometimesin their tranfient openings prefented to our view a fucceliion of rural vallies

Iweetly decorated with villages and enclofures. As we advanced, the Severn, uniting

its two branches, increafed in magnitude, and began to fweep the vale in bold irregular

curves, every reach of which, now more and more influenced by the tide, and ftudded

with fail's, added new^ beauties to the landfcape. At the bottom of the principal

fwell V. e found the little picturefque town of Newnham, which participates in the wild

appearance of the neighbouring foreft, and may properly be called its port. A
palfage is here eflabliflied acrois the river, and forms the moll direct communication

from Dean and Monmouthfliire to the oppofite clothing towns in the vallies of the

Cottcfwold hills ; this gives the place an air of commercial buttle and fpirit which does

not militate with the rultic charms of the furrounding country. The church.yard of

Newnham, covering an abrupt clitF, commands the tv;o great reaches of the bold femi-

circle formed by the Sevtrn, with the fpire of Weltbury on the left, and Berkeley

caftle on the right ; foon after which the river fwells into a great selluary, and in fight

forms the Briiliol channel.

Here deferiing its banks, we climbed the hills, and afcending through the romantic

village of l.ittle Dean, loon found ourfelves on one of the fummits of theforefc, from

whence we took a farewell view of the vale of Glocefterfliire, with all its grand and

beautiful objcfts, fpread like a garden beneath us. The horizon now became
more confined, and embofomed in the groves and lawns of the forefl, we enjoyed

its wild and tranquil fcenery, till defcending into a deep hollow, the piclurefque fpire

of Mitchel Dean attracted our notice. This capital of its diftrict, being little larger

than a village, does not equal the more opulent difplay of Newnham
;

yet the

tranquil beauty of its environs often leads a traveller to vifit it, though it has long ceafed

to be the principal approach to Monmouthfliire and South Wales, from the ihameful

neglect of the forelt roads. Large fums, it is faid, are annually allowed by govern-

ment for their fupport ; but, like fome of the military ways in Scotland, this great

thoroughfare is become almofl' impalTable, and the public is obliged to make a circuit

by Rofs from Gloucefter to Monmouth. A report prevailed fome time fince, that

thefe roads were about to be repaired : but fo little has been done for many years,

that even expectation has almofl fubfided ; if the ranger of the foreft, or a prime mi-

nifter, were once to be jolted from Dean to Colcford, and arrive fafe at the end of

his journey (a circumftance by no means certain), fome hope might be entertained that

this important concern would be properly attended to and this interefting traft of coun-

try rendered mere acceffible.

The country from Dean to Rofs, partook of the fame forefl-like appearance v^ith.

which we had been encompafl'ed fmce we left Newnham, and that ancient and irregular

town, with its lofty fpire, nrefented itfelf to advantage, rifing from a high and well-

wooded eminence jult within the borders of Herefoi-dllnre. The munificence of Mr.

John Kyrle, the Man of Rois, has been celebrated by one of our bell poets, an.i his

memory is held in great veneration at the place, while the public caufeways and his

other
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Other works remain as teRimonics of his liberality. The chiircii-yard and its contigu-

ous field exhibit the much-admired view of the Wye, winding in a broad feaiicircle

through a range of the greened meadows, and palling under the bi-id'^e of Wilton
beneath its ancient and ivy-mantled caftle. A thickly-wooded country, interiperled

with villages and cultivations, appears in front, and a few of the Welch mountains
back the whole at unequal diftances.

The navigation of the Wye from Rofs to Monmouth and Chepftowe, ofFereJ a

temptation that we could not refill, and having fecured a good covered boat, well

ftorcd with provifions, we embarked for this expedition at the foot of Wilton
biidge.

The day was bright, but not unmixed with clouds ; and the lights and fliades

thrown upon the feveral objedls we palled, added not a little to the romantic appear-
ance of the fcenery as we followed the bold and incellant windings of the river. Rich
meadows and fine hanging woods encompalTed us, till rocky hills feemed to advance
towards the river; on one of which we defcried the antique builions of Goodrich
callle proudly emerging froai the thick grove in which it llood embowered. By a
fteep and rugged path we afcended to this fine remnant of antiquity, which appears
to have been once a place of great flrength ; little of it now remains entire except two
of the baftions, a Gothic gateway with a long dark pailage, one arched window, and
a Hglit pillar lupporting two Gothic arches which leems formerly to have belonged to

the chapel. Goodrich caftle is fuppolcd to have been erected foon after the conquelfc

and was pollcfied by William Marflial, Earl of Pembroke, in the reign of King John.
The view, from the front of this callle before the great ditch, is wonderfully Itrikin^,

including on the one fide the wooded and cultivated vale of lierefordfliire, with the

fpire of Rofs, and on the other a range of wild hills covered with heath and fern,

\\ hich, undulating in a chain of irregular fummits, form the boundary of the forelt of
Dean.

Cefcending again to the river by the fmall remains of Goodrich priory, we foon
came in fight of the church of Walford, the picturefque fpire of Ruerdean in the fo-

reft, and the two villages of Welch and Englifli Bichuor : at Coldwell, where a clear

fpring often induces thofe who navigate the Wye for pleafure to take their cold colla-

tion, we dined pleafantly in our boat beneath a high hill crowned with wood, in front

of a pile of rocks, which formed a magnificent contraft to the rich and tranquil fcenes

we had lately beheld. Thefe rocks exhibit an awful and tremendous appearance,

overhanging the river with great majefty ; from fome legendary tale which I did not
fufficiently notice to remember, they have obtained the name of Symonds gate, and a

very arduous pafs is carried over them towards Newnham and Coleford, communi-
cating with a ferry on the Wye. Here we left our boat for a while, and, afcendin"-

by a craggy tract to the fummir, looked down with aftonidiment on the river forming
a prodigious circle of feven miles round this grand promontory, ftanding on which we
could fcarcely meafure 150 yards to either channel. The dillant profpecl was ex-
tenfive on every fide, except towards the fouth, chiefly confifting of high hills frinnred

with wood, and rich vallies backed by a few of the mountains of South Wales. In our
defcent on the oppofite fide to the river, we palTed through a great cleft of the rock,

and rejoined our boat, which had in the mean time performed the round of feven miles,

at the new Weir. The fcenery here was enchantingly beautiful, and the country con-

tinued partly rocky, and partly enriched with hills clothed with wood, till, after fe-

4 E 2 veral
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veral bold curves, pafTing beneath the manfion and groves of Hadnock, we entered

a broad and ftrait reach of the river, which terminated grandly in the arches of the

long Gothic bridge of Monmouth.
Here we pafled the night, and on the following morning reimbarked in our boat

for Chepflowe. The day was lefs favourable than the former, and the water at times

fo rough from flrong gulls of wind, that we found it difficult to proceed ; for the

ftream is naturally very rapid, and this part of the river abounds in dangerous fhal-

lows. Neither was the fcenery in the firft part of this navigation by any means equal

to that from Rofs to Monmouth, after we had paffed the beautifully romantic fpot

and works of Redbrook, the river being for the mod part funk in a deep abyfs between

high impending hills, and a few poor villages diverfifying the fcene with a icanty fliew

of ragged population. Soon after we had left Llandogoe and Brockware, we were

obliged to wait for the tide, as the flioals beyond that fpot are impaffable except at

high water, and our boatmen were fatigued with their exertions againft the wind.

Unfurling our canvafs awning, we enclofed ourfelVes in the boat, and excluded all

obje£ls during the time of dinner, to protect ourfelves from the cold.

The fcene changed when we withdrew the curtain ; the day, though ftill rough,

was brighter ; the flioals had difappearcd, and the river, having received the tide,

filled its banks to their very edges, rolling between them with a broad impetuous

ftream. We alfo felt improved in fpirits by our repaft, and defcending rapidly with

the current, foon were greeted with the majeflic difplay of Tintern abbey, encom-

paffed with the truly monadic gloom of vaft impending woods and high craggy rocks.

A nobler objed than this great ruin never burfl upon the aftoniflied fight of a traveller,

and the charafteriflic beauty of its pofition is incomparable. The fabric itfelf is in

extraordinary prefervation, and difplays the chafte and fomewhat ornamented Gothic

in the utmofl perfeftion ; the grand entrance, with the high window above it, are per-

feft, and the perfpeftive of the great aifle through the fplendid relics of the eafl win-

dow to the oppofite hills, is uncommonly ftriking. Four fuperb arches and pillars,

which formerly fupported the high tower, remain uninjured ; and thefe are remarkable

for their fingular iightnefs and elegance : the key-ftones of the feveral arches alfo are

diflinguifliable for the exquifite nicety of their carving, as are many of the images

difperfed about the ruin. Tintern abbey was founded by Walter de Clare, in the

year 1131, for Ciilercian monks, and dedicated to Saint Mary.

It was with regret that we left this beautiful and interefting obje£t after a minute fur-

vey, frequently looking back as we defcended with the river, and admiring the vari-

ous points in which it prefented itfelf. The rapidity of our courfe, however, foon

brought us round a projedling headland, and the fcenery around us, improving in

grandeur and magnificence, arrefted all our attention. The windings of the river

became inceffant, and its fliores increafed in majefty : on the Glouceflerfliire fide,

the rich and cultivated farm of Llancaut covered a large peninfula, conneflied with

the adjoining hills by a narrow neck of rock, while theMonmouthfliire bank difplayed

all the grandeur and beauty of Persficld, in a fuccefllon of woods, rocks, high cliffs,

and plantations, furpaffing all defcription. In the midft of this enchanting fcenery

we glided rapidly over the furface of the river, varying our objeds inceflantly at every

turn, till the whole terminated proudly in the high cHff, on which the embattled walls

and towers of Chepftowe cafl;le projedted before its town and bridge.—Here our Httle

voyage concluded, and the fupcrior accommodations which we found at the Beaufort

7 arms
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arms at Chcpflowe, were not unwelcome after the cold we had experienced on the

water. Chepftovve is irregularly built on the fide of a ftecp hill, but the whitened

fronts of its houfes bear a cheerful appearance, and an air of opulence diftinguifhes it

from the neighbouring towns. Its advantageous pofition for commerce, near the

conflux of the AVye with the Severn, may account for this in great part ; the extra-

ordinary beauty of its fituation, and its ornamented vicinage, muff anfwer for the reft.

The fpot on which the caftle is fituated commands the river, which is there engulphed

between a double row of cliffs, beautifully intermixed \\ith wood. One of the moft

abrupt of thefe forms its foundation, and many of its caverns defcend to the level of

the water, the fabric itfelf being highly elevated. It covers a large extent of

ground, and appears to have been built in diflerent ages ; the chapel and its adjacent

buildings feem more ruinous and negleded than the reft, but thefe are by far the

moft modern, as well as the moft magnificent parts of the caftle, impending nobly

over the river. The bridge of Chepftowe is a fingular ftructure, uniting the coun-

ties of Gloucefter and Monmouth ; it is of an extraordinary length, built chiefly of

wood, with a mafly ftone pier in the centre. The tide rifing occafionally to a prodi-

gious height here, it is confiderably elevated above the level of the river, and its

furface is compofed of boards loofely placed fo as to admit the water freely between

the interftices. 1 his occafions feme alarm to ftrangers, and horfes unufeJ

to the pafs have frequently taken fright from the ftiaking of the wood beneath

them.

The celebrated gardens of Persfield prefent the principal objeiSs to be vifited from
Chepftowe, and thefe contain many points of view fcarcely to be equalled for beauty

and variety. The park and grounds are extenfive, covering a confiderable eminence,

and forming feveral diftinft lawns between open groves ; in the centre of one of which

the new houfe, a ftately manfion, is placed on a fine elevation of ground. It com-
mands an extenfive profpe£t over the Briftol channel to the diftant hills of Somerfet-

fhire ; while, direftly oppofite, the fnipping in Kingroad appear before the mouth
of the Avon, and on the left the finely variegated (here of Glocefterftiire exhibits

the parks and villas which decorate the environs of Brilfol from Kingfwefton to Thorn-

bury, In the nearer view, the Wye, defcending through its rocky channel, pours

its rapid ftream into the Severn, and the caftle, with the bridge of Chepftowe, adorn

its exit from the hills with confiderable majefty. This fine difplay of diftant ob-

iedls is charmingly contrafted by the views commanded from the walks conduced
above the Wye, where ftupendous rocks, clothed profufely with wood, impend over

the winding channel of that noble river, and difclofe all the romantic varieties of a

mountainous landfcape. Numberlefs are the points of view to be admired in their

meandering courfe, from the conflux of the two rivers beyond Chepftowe, to the

pofition called the Lover's-leap, where a frightful precipice, darkened below with

wood, commands fome of the upper curves of the Wye, and the fuperior heights of

the Wynd clift' crown the whole with great dignity.

Thefe walks are very extenfive, and were formed upon the rocks with great art

and tafte by the late Mr. Morris, the original defigner of this noble place ; the re-

membrance of whofe virtues and Hberality is ftlU imprefled on this neighbourhood,

united with pity for the misfortunes which attended his clofe of Hfe.

Chap.;
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CfiAP. U.—Old midiinv Paffligcs over the Severn.— Caldccot Coflic.—Teffclated Pave-

ment at Cacrwent.—Extcii/ive Profpccl from Pcncam-awr.— Vale of the V/h, and pecu-

liar CharaBcr of its River.— VJlic and its Caflle.—Ragland Cajllc —Immenfe Viewfrom

the Dcvaiidon.— Striking Defeent to Monmouth.— Woiiafhzce.— Clylhce.—The Plain of

Monmouthfl)ire.— Charming Poftion of Abergavenny.—Llantony /Ibhey.—Entrance of

South Wales.— Delightful Profpeth from Dany park.— Crickhoivell.— Llangattock.—
Tretozcer.—The Bwkh and its Views.— Buckhind.—Pcterfione.—Brecknock j its fine

Pnfition, andplcafmg State of Society.'— Beautiful Difpofition cfGround at Pcnpont ; its

Tafle, judicious /Irrangenients, and Hofpitality.

THE two great paflages over the Severn to Briflol, are in the vicinage of Chep-

ilowe, from whofe bridge a precipitous afcent, on the Gloccderfliire bank ol the

Wye, conduced us over the clill", from whence we defcenucd into a level pcninfula,

at the extremity of which we found the old pafllige houfe at Beachley. The didance

from thence to Auil is liitle more than two miles; but the landing on tiilier fide is

fuppofed to be lei's convenient than at the new palfage, where the .Severn is near tiiree

miles in breadth. The inns at both are equally commodious, and the profpeds lron\

each to the oppolite fhore are nearly fimilar, except that the rocky coad o( Aufl pre-

fents a grand objcd to the old pailage, which is more than compcnfaled by the breadth

of water prevailing at the new pafliige. We returned through Chepflowc, and af-

cendcd another very fleep hill to approach tiie latter, which is live miles diflant from

that town in the oppolite diredion, palling by the well u ooded park of St. I'ierre, and

deviating a little towards the coafl from the great Welch road.

Rijoining this road, we foon came in fighl of Caldccot caflle, a fpacious quadrangu-

lar building, with a round tower at each angle, and a Gothic gateway, the root of

which is GUI ioufly formed upon light arches, terminating in feveral grotefque heads

;

this cadle originally belonged to the lord high conflables of England.

A little further we found the inconiiderable remains of Caerwent, once a flourifliing

Roman ftation, but now containing few memorials of the ancient confequence which

was attached to the Venta Silurum of the Romans. The principal of thefe is a cu-

rious teflclated pavement, which was about thirty years ago accidentally difcovered,

and is now prcferved under a flied conflruded for the purpofe. It is in length feven

yards, and fix in width, being quadrangular in its lliape, and perfedly uniform, ex-

cept at the upper end, where I obferved an oblong compartment not at all coloured.

Within a border of variegated Hones, it contains three rows of three circular and fpiral

figures, not unlike thole in many of our Turkey carpets, but formed of tcfleku of va-

rious colours, nicely put together.

In the village of Caerwent we left the Newport road, and palTmg by Llanvair, fol-

lowed a long and laborious afcent, through a rude kind of forclt, to the high eminence

of Pcnca-mawr. This is a part of that long mountainous ridge which erodes irregular-

ly, with fmall intervals, through Monmouthlhire; and from whence nearly the whole

of that beautiful country is vifible, forming a perpetual fucc^'fiion of wooded vallies,

like the cells of a honey-comb, between high impending hills. The Ulke Hows in

tranquil beauty through the principal vale below, but the envious heights of the De-

vaudon exclude the Wye from fight, and confine that noble river within their deep

ronrantic hollows. The diflant proi'ped from hence is Rill more linking, connnand-

I ing
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ing oil one fide the Briflol channel with iis oppofitc coaft, till they are lofl in the

lea ;, and on the other, the long ridge of the Pontipool hills, terminating in the moun-
tain called the Blorengc, the Schyrryd Vawr, and the Sugar-loaf, whofe mifliapen heads
projecting before the broad expanfe of the Black mountain in Brecknockfliire, form the

barrier to South Wales.

The dofcent from Penca-mawr is extremely rapid into the vale of Un^.e, which feem-

ed to increafe in magnitude and beauty as we approached its level. Irregular projec-

tions of wood prcfled every v.here forward upon a range of fweet meadows, and ver-

dant patches of ground filled their reccfl'es, in one of which the handfome feat of Per-

tholy appeared fufpended. The river Ulke, though not equal to the Wye, has its

peculiar beauties; neither its fize, nor the diflance of its conflux with the Severn from
its fource, can admit oi the fame varieties of attendant fcenery ; but the-rapidity of its

tranfit from a mountain torrent to a river encompafled with rich paflures, even before

it emerges from its native wilds, is remarkable. In the vale of Ulke, which is not far

from the Severn, it preferves its original charafter, and foftens down the afperities of a

rude furrounding outline, by agentJenefs which generally fparcs the adjoining padures,

while its ftrong current gives aniple teftimony of the legitimacy of its origin in a moun-
tainous difiricl.

Clofe to the river which has given it a name, we found the little town of Uflce,

which was formerly called Caerwyfl^e, and is fuppofed by fome to have been the Bur-

rium of Antoninus ; it contains at prcfent feveral neat firects, a plain bridge, and the

confiderable remains of a caltle.

Deferring the valley here, we furniounted a high afcent, and foon reached the vil-

lage of Ragland, now only remarkable for the ruin of its once famous caflle. This
Iplendid feat of the Beaufort family, where the marquis of Worcefier made his gallant

defence in the civil wars, is now fallen into decay
;

yet its proud remains, with the

traces of Gothic elegance yet to be perceived in the hall, the windows, and feveral

apartments, fiill exi!t as melancholy proofs of its downfall from a fuperior flate of gran-

deur. Here was held what might be called the court of the modern princes of this

country, and at no far diflant period the youths of family in South Wales acquired

the polifli of improvement within thefe walls, where a degree of regal Iplendor was
Xupported with all the impofing magnificence of feudal power. What could tempt

its noble owners to defert this grand and venerable eftablilhment in the midfl: of their

extenfive poffefiions, it is difiicult to conjecture ; to a traveller, thefe difmantled walls

and towers, fo lately the feat of revelling and opulence, infpire the melancholy idea

of a premature defertion, and convey a ftrong proof of the tranfitory ftate of

human grandeur, ever dep'rnding on caprice, accident, and the uncertain changes of

fortune.

We took the Chepflowe road from Ragland cafile, for the purpofe of afcending

the great ridge of the Devnidon, where the profpeft was not unlike that from Penca-

mawr, except that the Sev- .n, being more diflant, was lefs confpicuous ; the inceffant

clufier of the Monmouthfi.'/e vallies below, feenied from this great height to form a

vail plain thickly overfpre;-.; with woods and population, and extended to the bafes of

the Brecknockfliire mount:.! ns, which here appeared in all their grandeur. Towards
Chepltowe, the view was o itrucled by the lufty eminence of the Wynde cUff above

Persfield, and a few wild hills adjoining to the forell of Dean, confined the paffage

of the Wye, which pervaded the deep valley beneath us in invifible obfcurity. On
the fummit of this ridge we joined the road Irom Chepllowc to Monmouth, and after a

long
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long and laborious ride, came at once in view of the rich valley, In which that town

appeared to great advantage, with its high fpire, and its grand old bridge over the

"Wye. Our defcent was rapid, and yet near three miles in length ; but the objecls

before us were fo beautifully varied, fuch was the profufion of wood on the hills, and

fuch the riches of cultivation and pafture in the vallies, that we fliould have regretted

our attaining the level, had we not entered fo handfome a town as Monmouth. A
bridge over the little river Monow, terminating in a curious old gateway, led us into

a confiderable flreet, which grew narrower as we approached the centre of the town,

and then opened into a large area, forming the market-place. Monmouth is well in-

habited, and the great beauty of its fituation, as well as of the adjoining country, has

tempted many refpedable families to prefer it for their refidence. It has already under-

gone fome improvement, and is capable of much more, by widening the avenues to

the market-place and bridge, and above all, by mending the roads in almofl every di-

reftion, moll of which are at prefent very bad in the neighbourhood of Monmouth.
Its pubUc buildings do credit to the fpirit of the place and the county, confiding of a

fine church, a complete new gaol in the form of a fortrefs, and a handfome county

hall, ornamented with a llatue of Henry V. forming one fide of the market-place.

Islonmouth cadle was built before the conqueO:, and was taken by Henry III. who
gave it to his fou Edmund, earl of Lancafter j its remains are infignificant ; but

a large manfion has been built within its walls, which, being occupied by the fa-

mily of Tudor, has long been the firfl; ladies' boarding-fchool in this part of the

country.

Repaffing the bridge over the Monow, on the firfl eminence In the Abergavenny

road, we reached the gate leading to the venerable manfion of Wonaftowe, where
that hearty welcome, which we have fince fo often experienced from its worthy inha-

bitants, then firfl; awaited us. Tlws old feat of the Milborne family, not being of late

inhabited by its owners, has been long configned as a refidence to their very refpeft-

able agent, Mr. Williams, who keeps It in excellent condition, and does ample jufliice

to his pofition. Here he lives with his amiable family in a flate of prifliine rural hofpita-

lity, embowered In the fine groves of this ancient demefne, which, flretching to the

fummit of a high hill, cover a long projecting ridge, and command all the views of

this highly favoured countiy in great perfeftion.

A perpetual fucceffion of fleep and rugged hills, led us by the deferted feat of Di-

nafliowe, through a well enclofed country abounding In orchards, till we defcended

into the great vale at Clythoe, between the new built houfe of Mr. Jones, and his mo-
dern cafile. This ftruSure, which, as well as a gateway he has lately formed, is a

good imitation of the Gothic, from the fummit of an adjoining hill, commands an un-

interrupted view acrofs the vale, where the oppofite mountains difplay the boldnefs of

their uncouth fhapes In great perfeftion ; the broad, flat, and protruding angles of

the Black mountain contrafling finely the taper cone of the Sugar-loaf, while the fur-

rowed rents of the Skyrrydd-vavvr oppofe the abrupt, but fmooth termination of the

Blorenge.

In our advance through this plain, abounding in villages and population, we paffed

by feveral handfome feats; and the road, improving into an excellent turnpike, led us

partly on the banksof the Hike, and partly on little eminences above it, with perpetual

variety of profpects, till a quick defcent from a large old place of Mr. Ilanbury WiU
liams at Colebrokc, brought us in light of i\bergavenny.

A more beautiful pofition than this town occupies can hardly be Imagined in nature,

fcold proje(SUng hills forming on every fide a natural bafon of no fmall extent, and the

littfc
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liitlo river Gavenny adding its waters to the Ulke, in the nildfl of a mofl; verdant
range of meadows. Many houfcs of a fuperior order are tiifperfed in and about this

place, but the town itfclf diiappointed me, being, wlicn lirfl I faw it, irregularly

built, ill paved, and the paflagc through the principal ftreet appearing fliamefully ob-
fli uded by a heavy old market-houfe. Modern improvements have removed the two
laft inconveniences, but much more is required to be done to make the internal ac-
commodation of Abergavenny equal to the beauty of its exterior. Its public build-
ings confifl: chiefly of a long Gothic bridge, the imperfect fragments of a caiUe, and
a venerable church adjoining to the priory, a refpeftable feat of the ancient Gunter
fanuly, which came by marriage to that of Milborne, and, together with Wonaltowe,
was transferred by its amiable, but, alas ! fhort-lived heirefs, to that of Swinnerton in
Staftbrdfhire. The refident fociety of this town is numerous, and the obliging at-,

tcntions of fome few friends who are fixed there have often made our fhort ftay at
that place pleafant : it has alfo been occafionally ufed as a kind of public place during
the fummer months, from its eafy accefs to the goats whey, ou the neighbouring
mountains ; but this influx of company feems of late to have fubfided.

We made an excurfion to Abergavenny to fee the ruins of Llantony abbey, taking
the Hereford road for fome miles, and pafling near Llanihangel, an old deferted feat of
the Oxford family. Turning to the left we purfued a narrow lane thi-ough a very wild
difl.ri(lil:, and found the objeft of our fearch in one of the deepeft recefl'es of the Black-
mountain. This abbey is more remarkable for the favage wildnefs of its pofition, than
for its architecture, which is far plainer and iefs ornamented than that of Tintern

;

its wefl: front is in tolerable prefervation, and a Gothic gateway, with a large window
above it, is elegantly fupported by light clufliers of pillars, hke thofe in Salifbury ca-
thedral. The principal aifle alfo is perfect, and all its pillars, with their arches, re-

main entire, which are neat and (Irong, but without any ornament except fome light

pilafl;ers in triplets above them. The tower rofe in the centre of the church, and two
of its fides are flill remaining, with three rows of windows, partly Saxon and Gothic,
in each, above a magnificent arch covering the whole width of the aifle. The choir,

which is approached from thence, is rather more ornamented than the refl: of the

building, and the window over the altar appears to have been formed in the mofl per-

fect fl;yle of the Gothic, but nothing more than its external arch remains entire. Llan-
tony abbey was founded on the fite of a chapel fuppofed to be the refidence of St.

David, the tutelar faint of Wales ; it was rebuilt, and the monafl;ery formed for Au-
guftine monks by Sir WiUiam de Lacy in the year 1108. Little of the fabric, except
the church, remains in any kind of prefervation, and that little, falling apace to decay,

will hardly exill much longer in its prefent itate. From hence a very arduous track,

over the Black-mountain leads to the Hay and Radnorfliire, which I have fince explored
with pleafure; but at this time we purfued it no further, returning by the route we came
to Abergavenny.

Entering the gap through which the Uflce defcends into the plain of Monmouth-
(hire, the mountains clofed upon us on each fide as we approached the confines of
South Wales, and reached the little town of Crickhowel in the county of Brecknock.
Here I firfl; viewed the fmall, but charming territory, of which I afterwards became
the proprietor ; and I nmll rilque even the imputation of partiality, to befliow a well-

merited degree of praifc on the tranfcendent beauties of Dany park and its vicinage.

The houfe, built by its lalt molt worthy owner, flands in a fpacious lawn beneath a
thick range of fpreading woods, which defcending from a great height, form at laft an
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open grove covering an abrupt knoll immediately over it. Above thefe, a fine mix-

ture of paflures and cultivation ftretches upward to the very feet of the mountains,

which rifes here in all their native fublimity, and are crowned with a perpendicular rock
called " Defguilfa" or the profpecl, from its almofl unlimited command of view. Such
is the pofition of this place to tJie fouth ; towards the north it looks acrofs a charming
variety of enamelled meadows divided by the Ufke, to fome fertile and ornamented
hills, behind which the valley of Llanbeder defcends with its train of woods, and the

cluftered cottages of Llangenny from the wildeft diftridls of the country between the

Black-mountain and the Sugar-loaf, whofe fhapes and fummits appear grandly con-

trafted. Towards the weft, the Ufke, emerging from the mountains which bound the

vale of Brecknock, pafTes round a high pyramidical hill, and dividing the village of

Llangattock from the town and caftle of Crickhowel, flows rapidly through the ivied

arches of their bridge : while on the eaft, it glides more gently between the verdant

meads of Dany park and Courty-gollen towards Abergavenny, which appears at the

diftance of fix miles at the bottom of the vale, beneath the groves of Colebrooke, and

the little pointed apex of the Schyrrydd Vach.

Crickhowell has little to recommend it except the beautiful eminence on which it is

placed, and the fmall, but piQurefque, remains of its caftle; the principal ftreet being

both fteep and rough, and the long bridge to which it defcends, dangeroufly narrow.

Its oppofite village of Llangattock, bears a more fmiling afpeft, being decorated with

feveral handfome feats, and inhabited by many refpeftable families. Among thefe, the

new-built houfe of Admiral Gell (lands diftinguiflied for the beauty of its pofition, the

fingularity of its flru£lure, and the eccentric benevolence of its worthy ovwier, who,
retired with well-earned fame from the aftive duties of his profeffion, here gladdens

the heart of the villager by his liberality, and is juftly efteemed by the whole

country.

Having paid our tribute of applaufe to this enchanting diflrift, we were flill attended

with the fame furrounding fcenery till v^'e reached the village and pidturefque ruin of

Tretcwer, and pafTmg round the pyramidical hill at the head of the vale, began to aicend

the mountain called the Bwlch, which feparatcs the two great vales of the Uflie. The
road, being formed on a terrace, gave us a long farewell view of the vale through which

we had paffed, with a narrower valley defcendlng into it from the foot of the Black-

mountain, in which the village and high church of Cwm-du made a confpicuous figure.

At length we reached the Bwlch, which word properly fignifies a rent in a mountain
;

many fuch pafTes are found in the interior of Wales bearing the fame appellation,

which in fome inftances, as in the prefent, gives a name to the mountain

itfelf.

As foon as we emerged from the hollow of the pafs, every thing before us bore

a difierent appearance ; a dreary valley lay extended on the right beneath the extremity

of the Black-mountain, clofed by the hill of Talgarth, and floated by the naked pool

of Llangors ; while in front the vale of Brecknock expanded itfelf, difclofing beauties

of a wilder nature than thofe we had lately admired in the animated fcenes about Aber-

gavenny and Crickhowel. The Ufke ftill flowed pleafantly through a chain of mea-

dows, but the villages were lefs frequent, and the woods lefs abundant; yet the outline

of the country was grandly impofmg, and the fcmicircle of mountains, from the Alt to

the pointed fummits of the Van of Brecknock, inexprefTibly flriking. As we defcend-

cd, nature affumed a more fmiling afped' ; the large feat of Buckland, with its exten-

five plantations, decorated the wcfleni fide of the Bwlch, and the charming territory

of
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of Peterflone, furrounding its handfome manfion, covered a beautiful eminence above

the manifold windings of the Ul'ke, on whofe banks we followed an admirable road to

Brecknock, the capital of its county.

Greatly fuperior t® Abergavenny in its buildings and decoration, Brecknock is not

unlike it in fome points of its fituation, being placed in a plain which may be called a

miniature of the former, at the head of two fine vales, and near the conflux of two ri»

vers. From the north, the rapid Honddy, defcending in a torrent from the hills, forms

a romantic valley decorated with the hanging groves of the priory, and meets theUlke

jufl: before it paffes under the (lately arches of the bridge of Brecknock. Towards the

fouth, the hill of CanthrifF, clothed from its fummit to its bafe with wood, oppofcs a

barrier finely impending over the river, and fronting the bold and bare eminence of

the Craig. Thus are the two vales formed, each of which, divided by the Ufke,

difplays its charaderiftic beauties, while the Van, the mighty monarch of the Bre-

conian mountains, exalts its two majedic fummits, and ftretches out its furrowed fides

with ineffable dignity.

Brecknock was formerly a Roman ftation, originally called Aber-honddy ; its

priory was founded for Benedictines in the reign of Henry I. and its caftle was built

in the reign of William Rufus by Barnard de Newmarfli; in 1233 ''• ^^^^ befieged

by Llewellyn prince of Wales, but not taken. The prefent town confifts princi-

pally of three handfome flreets ; in the moll fpacious of which (land the county-hall

and market-place. Its compafl: form and its eminence above the Ufke, give it an ad-

vantage over moft of the towns in Wales when viewed from without ; while its fu-

perior neatnefs within is not lefs ftriking. It is in general well-built, and fome of its

modern houfes may even be called magnificent, but a little clearing of old irregular

buildings about the centre of the town is ftill wanting to render it perfect, and the

pavement is capable of further improvement. Its bridge and its two old churches add

much to its appearance, and few towns can boaft of two fuch public walks as thofe

on the U(ke, and in the groves of the priory. This place and its neighbourhood are

well inhabited by many dillinguilhed families, and fociety here afiumes its moft capti-

vating form to thofe ftrangers who are allowed to partake of its influence. 1 muft

here again incur the blame of egotifni, or fubmit to that of ingratitude, if I omit to

notice the univerfal civility and attention I met with when it was my fate to vifit this

place in a public character, or the peculiar kindnefs and hofpitality I both then and

often fince experienced from the amiable families of Penpont, Peterftone, and Clyro :

with the two firft of whom I became connedted by the event which made me an adopt-

ed Welchman ; and with the latter, by a friendfliip of many years ftanding.

Penpont lies at the diftance of five miles from Brecknock, in the upper vale of

the Uflce, and its approach is diftinguiflied by that fingular accefs of beauty which can

only adorn thofe mountainous tratts into which the rivers firft defcend from their four-

ces. After pafling the village of Llanfpwddyd, we purfued for fome time a new-
formed road, beautifully winding on a precipice above the river, and buried in the re-

cefles of a thick wood, till we emerged into a country differently featured at leaft, if

not fuperior to any we had yet vifited. The Uflte, now participating in the nature of

a mountain torrent, rufhed with rapidity over feveral ledges of rock, and divided a

valley narrower than that of Brecknock, while the oppofite hill, which preffing upon

the river feemed to turn it from its courfe, appeared finely clumped and ornamented

with the groves of the park of Penpont. Beneath their fprcading woods and lawns

the refpedable manfion of the place, I'pacious and irregular, covered a gentle elevation

above the river, and fronting the vale appeared to command all its beauties as far as

4 !•• 2 the
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the mountains beyond Brecknock, interfperfed with various others within its own
creation. Behind, the woods and houfe of Abercamlais feemed ahnoft to fill the vale,

which growing wilder and more contra6led towards the weft, extended in fight to the

raountains of Trecaftle, in which the Ulke finds its fource.

Penpont has the happy effeft ot uniting the fomewhat formal magificence of the

ancient flile of gardening with the eafy dilpofition of modern improvement, which was

moft judicioufly introduced by its late worthy poffeflbr, who removing all obftruftions

towards the vale, confined the walls and clipped hedges within a narrower compafs,

and allowing one great avenue to interfefl: the park, clumped the reft, and formed

intermediate lawns with great tafte and elegance. The ornamented trad of ground
furrounding a httle chapel with its adjoining cemetery, is not the leaft obfervable ob-

jeft at Penpont, and every ftranger muft be ftruck with the chaftc propriety and de-

corous fimplicity with which this iacred inclofure is adorned. The views through-

out all this charming territory are wonderfully ftriking, nor are thofe from the houfe

lefs beautiful, and the whole is kept in that perfeft order which indicates a wife and

zealous adminiftration. The death of the late Mr. Williams in 1794, deprived his

country of a moft ufeful member offociety, and his family of an invaluable fupporter

;

his excellent widow now refides at the place during the minority of her fon, doing

ample juftice to her difficult fituation, and exercifing all the long-eftablifiied hofpitality

of Penpont. Another branch of this refpeftable family inhabits the neighbouring

feat of Abercamlais, another is fixed at Brecknock ; all whofe numerous defcendants

keep up that happy intercourfe of connexion and friendftiip which is but too much neg-

lefted in what are, perhaps, mifcalled the more poliflied circles of the metro-

polis.

Chap. III.

—

Pafs of the Hills between Brecknockjkire and Glamorgan/hire.— Merthyr
Tycivil, and its great Iron Works.—Extraordinary) Dejccnt into the romantic Vale of

Taaffe.— Magnificent Remains of Caerphilli Caflle : its leaning Tower.—Return

through the Hills to the Plain of Monmoiithfhire.— Pont-y-pool.— Caerleon.—Chrifi-

church.—Newport.—Tredegar.—Ruperrah.—Keven-Mably.— Caerdiffe andits Caflle.— Cajile-Coch in the loner Part of the Vale of Taaffe.—Llandaffe, and its Cathedral.

—Singular Pofition of Llantriffent.—Cowbridge.— St. Donat's Caflle.—Grand Dfplay

of the Bay of Swanfeafrom Newton Down.— Pyle, Newton, and Margam.— Briton

Ferry.—The Gnoll.—Neath.—M^orhs ofMorris-town.—Swanfea.— Oyftermouth Cajile.—Ornamented Seat ef Mr. Talbot at Penrice in Gower.

HAVING pafTed fome days in the agreeable fociety of Penpont and its neighbour-

hood, our time growing fhort made it necefiary for us to refume the courfe of our
intended traveh Returning almoft to the entrance of Brecknock, we took our
direftion towards the fouth on a new turnpike road, which led us through a dreary

valley by the fide of a rivulet at the foot of the Van ; a fteep afcent at length earned
us to the fummit of a chain of wild hills, from whence we defcended gradually to the

numerous forges of Merthyr Tydvil. This curious place, from an inconfiderable

town in the midft of an obfcure diftrift, has fwelled of late into great commercial im-

portance, from the iron works cftabliflicd there by two great proprietors, who have
employed a large capital in them with fpirit and fuccefs. We had now entered

Glamorganfliire, and paffcd the fource of the Taafte in the hills which divide that

county from Brecknockfhire ; by a courfe of terraces on which the road is curioufly

conduced, we purfucd the rapid defcent of that river into a deep valley, while a

canal
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canal keeping pace with it on the oppoGfe fide by a wonderfully quick fucccffion of
locks, generally followed a courfe parallel to that of the TaafFe.

Tranilated thus, as it were, from the clouds into a deep abyfs, we were impercepti-

bly cncompafled with rocks, cataracts, and all the alTemblage of objedls which deco-
rate a romantic valley, while we wound pleafantly almoft on the margin of the torrent

between abrupt hills finely clothed with wood, till w^e had reached that fiupendous
arch which crofll-s it, bearing the name of the Pont-y-prydd, or new bridge. This
extraordinary flrufture is a perfeft fegment of a circle, the chord of which is 140 feet,

and wasereftcd l-y one William Edwards, a mafon of Glamorganfliire, who had failed

in his two lirft: attempts from the width and rapidity of the river. This arch, how-
ever, feems calculated to exi(l for many ages, and, though difgraced by a wretched
parapet of rough ftbnes fubfequently placed upon it, is an exquifite piece of mafonry

;

its afcent alfo on each fide is rendered dangerous by its fieepnefs, and the flippery

pavement with which it has been covered, each of which difadvantages might have been
avoided. As an external objert, it can hardly be fufficiently admired ; croffing the vale

abruptly, and appearing to conned the oppofing hills with its light and fairy curve, fo

as almofl; to produce the efFeft of magic.

Proceeding down the vale, and winding on a beautiful terrace above the banks of
the rapid TaafFe, we enjoyed a fucceflion of romantic fcenes till we reached the fpot

where a fleep and narrow track deviated from the Cardiffe road on the left, towards
Caerphilli caille. Pafling over a rude and unequal diftrift, we foon found the grand
objcd: of our fearch in a fmall but wild plain, furrounded by a chain of high rocky-

hills. This caftle was formerly the largelt in Britain, and its magnificent remains,
though much contracled within their original compafs, convey a full idea of its ancient
grandeur. CrofTmg two moats over the ruins of their draw-bridges, we approached
the citadel, which prefented to our view the flupendous and almofl perfed ftruclure

ofafeparate caftle, with a hij^h Gothic arch in the centre, fupported by two huge
circular baftions. Through this grand entrance we reached the inner court, furround-
ed by a range of noble apartments, many of which are ftill fufficiently entire to convey
a full idea of their original perfeftion. The hall, in particular, exhibits a fine fpecimen
of Gothic grandeur, and the ornamented outline of its four windows and chimney-piece
nre hardly to be matched, together with feveral light pillars in triplets, that go round
the room. The mint of the caille is beneath, arched all round in a curious manner,
with the remains of a furnace for melting money in one corner; a gallery alfo, ninety-

feet in length, is flill entire, except where the flaircafes leading to it have been deflroy-

ed. In the exterior court is to be found the extraordinary curiofity of a leaning tower,

which has exifled fo for above a century, near eleven feet out of the perpendicular,

being wonderfully fupported by the ftrength of its cement. Returning through the

hall, the interior view of the great gateway between its two mighty baflions, appeared
the moft flriking, as well as perfedl, part of this enormous caltle, which the tradition

of the country reports to have included two miles within its outer moat, crofTed by thir-

teen draw-bridges, and which ftill more refembles the ruins of a city than of a fingle

edifice. It was built by lidward I. and afterwards belonging to the Spencers in the

reign of his fuccefTor, Hugh Spencer was befieged in it, but not taken ; in various

changes and fuccefTions it has defcended to the families of Pembroke, Windfor, and
Bute, the prefent lord of Cardiffe.

A wretched road carried us from Caerphilli over a wild and uninterefling trad of
mountains towards the Eaft, till we reached their termination in the wide plain of
Monmouthlhire, and found the footy town of Pont-y-pool fufpended in one of their

clefts.
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clefts. This place dlfappolnted me fomewhat in the idea I had formed of its improve-

ment and extent, from its long eftabliflied manuiaQures ; but the fpot in which it is

placed is extremely beautiful, and the adjoining feat of the Hanbury family is a ftriking

feature. A long defcent carried us from thence to the once famous city of Caerleon,

fuppofed to have been the Ifca Silurum of the Romans, on the banks of the U(ke

;

but few were the traces we could diftinguifli of its ancient magnificence, while its mo-
dern confequence is but little improved by participating in the manufadlures of Pont-y-

pool. We crofl'ed the Uike here, now become a tide river, by a timber bridge fimilar

to that of Chepflowe, and afcended a fteep hill to the village of Chriftchurch ; from

whence we commanded an extenfive view over almoO: the whole of Monmouthfliire,

with a fine feat of Sir Robert Salufbury in the level bounded by the Briflol channel.

Here we rejoined the great road from Chepftowe, and the pafllirres towards Wales

;

foon after which an abrupt defcent brought us again to the banks of the winding Ufke,

near its conflux with the Severn ; where over another long and marvelloufly narrow

limber bridge, now about to be rebuilt, we approached the old town of Newport,

defcending from a fteep hill, and covered towards the river by an almoft perfefl; front

of its ancient caftle. This town can boaft of little but the view from its church-yard,

which is placed on the fummit of the hill, and commands a fine part of the vale,

with the high undulating range towards Pont-y-pool on one fide, while the Briftol chan-

nel expands itfelf widely on the other between the fhores of Somerfetflilre and Mon-
mouthfliire, exhibiting the two iflands of the fteep and flat Holmes in the middle of its

courfe.

The extenfive park of Tredegar, finely overfpread with ancient timber, covers feve-

ral bold fummlts near this eminence, and overlooks the level in which its ftately

manfion is fituated, beneath fome fine lawns defcending from the groves which clothe

the heights. This very refpectable place is the original feat of the Morgan family,

one of the moft confiderable in South Wales from the remoteft antiquity, and has

always been inhabited by its defcendants, whofe eftates cover a vaft trad in the three

counties of Monmouth, Glamorgan, and Brecknock. The new road from Newport
into Wales lies between the houfe and the park ; and as we approached the limits of

Monmouthfliire, we came within fight of the elevated manfion of Rupcrrah, finely

fituated on a wooded hill beneath the mountains which bound the vale of Caerphilli,

This place alfo belongs to the Morgan family, and appears more modern than Tre-

degar in its decoration, while its commanding pofition gives it an air of confequence

above all the other feats in this country, and the profped: it enjoys towards the coaft

is very ftriking. Keven-mabiy, an old houfe and park of the Kemys family, lies in

the vale beneath it, and though placed on a confiderable eminence, appears almoft

buried beneath the groves and fuperlor heights of Ruperrah. Defcending into the level

at Romney bridge, we re-entered Glamorganfliire, and foon approached its little capi-

tal of Cardiffe.

This place it fituated on the flat which furrounds the Taaffe after its exit from the

mountains, and within two miles of its entrance into the Briftol channel, being nearly

oppofite to the fteep and flat Holmes, on the laft of which is fixed a confpicuous light-

houfe. Cardiffe is one of the neateft towns in South Wales, its ftrects being wide,

well built, and admirably paved ; its church is a fine Gothic edifice, and its bridge a

handfome ftrudture, much improved by the late additions. Its caftle was built by Ro-
bert Fltz-Hamon, a Norman, in iiio, and Robert duke of Normandy was confined

in it by his younger brother Henry I. This pile has been repaired and made habitable

by its prefent lord, the marquis of Bute ; but the additions do not feem well defigned,

14 or
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or to accord perfectly with its original archite£lure. A high walk is carried on the walls

which Currouiid the whole enclofurc, and the view from the ancient tower which formed

the keep is very exfenfive.

Proceeding on the bank of the Taaffe towards the north, and eroding the plain of

Cardift'e, the mountains foon clofed in on each fide of the river, forming a majeftic

portal of rock and wood, one cliff of which appeared diflinguiflied by the ruin of Caf-

tle-coch, or the red caftle, placed there originally to defend the pafs. Beyond this

point, the valley appeared in all its romantic variety, and the road, winding on the

cliffs as the river fcemed to direft it, difclofed new beauties at every turn, till we reach-

ed the fpot where we had before deviated to vifit Caerphilli caflle. Having thus ex-

plored the whole of rhis charming valley from the very fource of the Taaffe, we return-

ed to the entrance of the plain in which Cardiffe is fituated, and croffmg that rapid river

by a venerable bridge overhung with ivy, foon approached the ancient city of Llandaffe,

now little more confiderable than a village.

The ruins of an old cathedral with its lofty towers, amidfl: thofe of feveral other re-

ligious buildings, finely interfperfed and overhung with wood, give that air offolemni-

ty to Llandaffe which frequently attends thofe fpots occupied by decayed ecclefiaftical

inftitutions. The modern church is peculiarly fituated, being formed, for the mod
part, within the walls of the ancient cathedral, with which (though much fmaller) it is

{0 incorporated in many places, that it would be difficult to diftinguiffi the one from the

other, had the architefture been fimilar. The cafe, however, is far otherwife ; for

the modern church is little better than a compound of abfurdities, where the pure Go-
thic of the ancient building is ridiculoufly contrafted with Venetian windows, Ionic pil-

lars, and every impropriety of the Grecian ftyle. Around this ill-arranged farrago of

the ancient and modern, the yet uninjured towers and arches of the old cathedral ele-

vate themfelves with gigantic grandeur, and overlook this petty fyflem of innovation

with that filent air of delerted dignity which feems to convey a jufl: reproach on the de-

generacy of the prefent age in its religious buildings. In the midfl: of thefe defeats,

which apply only to its architect, the neatnefs with which this church is kept, deferves

no fmall portion of commendation, as well as the care with which feveral remnants of

antiquity are preferved. Few of the members of its fociety are refident, but thefe ap-

pear to beaffiduous in their duty, and their families contribute much, together with the

beauty of its fituation, to render Llandaffe a pleafant refidence.

Purfuing a good road through a well cultivated country, we foon came in fight of

the fingular pofition of Liantriffent, vvhofe whitened buildings appear cluftercd like a

fwarm of bees, in the fides and on the fummit of a cleft in one of the high hills which

bound the vale of Glamorgan. The ftreets, of courl'e, are fteep and narrow, but

the profpefts which this obfcure place commands are fingularly flriking, and more
than repay the traveller for furmounting its inconveniences. A good road is

lately carried from hence to the Pont-y-prydd in the vale of Taaffe, which is but

a few miles diltant from Liantriffent, and in its long defcent difplays that extraor-

dinary ftrudure, and the beauties of its vale, in the moft advantageous points of

view.

Having made an excurfion to vifit the fpot which fo commands thefe charming ob-

jefts, we returned to Liantriffent, and defcending into the rich vale of Glamorgan,
foon arrived at Cowbridge, a town on the high road, chiefly confining of one (Ireet on

a gentle declivity, with a fmall rivulet flowing beneath it. An intricate track brought

us Irom thence through a pleafant country towards the coalt, and we found St. Do-
nat'^s
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nal's caftle on the rocks impending over the fliore. This large irregular pile, together

with its park and gardens, bears many marks oi ancient magnificence, and is (till in

feme degree inhabited, but moft of the ftate apartments are in a very decayed condi-

tion. The view from its principal tower is really noble, looking ftraight acrofs the

channel, which is there near twenty miles broad, to the bold hills of Somerfetfliire

above Minehead, and tracing that great a;fluary from King-road and the influx of the

Avon, till its oppofite fliores recede too far from the eye to diftinguiih it from an open

fea.

We rejoined the great road at the village of Wcnye, and leaving the little town of

Bridgend on the right, reached the fummit of Newton Down by a long and laborious

afcent. Here a wonderful burit of profpe<5l greeted us, extending over the great bay

of Swanfea, in the fweep of a fine femicircle, alniod to the extreme point of the pe-

ninfula of Gower, which crofled in with the Englifh coafl. at a great diftance. Di-

reftly oppofite to our ftation, in the centre of the bay, the large town of Swanfea,

fpread over feveral low hills and their hollows, almoft imitated the difplay of Naples

;

while on the left, the high point of the Mumbles Head, impending over the fea, and

crowned with a light-houfe, reprefented the Cambrian miniature of Vefuvius. To
complete the refemblance, another Solfaterra exhibited itfelf, where the numerous

forges of Morris-town tinged the country with the fulphureous atmo^here of their

copper-works, and covered the adjacent hills with their abundant population, while

the collieries of Neath poured forth their oppofite volumes of fmoke, where its river

defcended to the fea amidft the groves of Briton ferry, before which the mighty

hill of Margam, clothed with oaks to its very fummit, projected with aftonifliing

grandeur.

Delighted with this view, which the declining fun of a fine fummer evening fhewed

to great advantage, we defcended flowly to the village of Pyle, where Mr. Talbot has

built a houfe of entertainment, which rather refembles a palace than an inn. This

pleafant fpot has every advantage of fituation as well as accommodation, and travel-

lers are often induced to fix here for feveral days, making excurfions to vifit the feve-

ral objeds in the vicinage of Pyle. The bathing houfes at Newton on the coafl:,

are not above three miles diflant; but thefe, as well as thofe of Barry-ifland near St.

Donat's, though crowded with company, have few attradions, being extremely dif-

ficult of accefs, and almoft buried beneath huge hillocks of fand.

Margam, the grand but deferted feat of the Talbot family, prefents a nobler objed,

with its high wooded hill, and its princely orangery. This magnificent building is efteeni-

ed the fineft of its kind in Europe, and was conitrudcd a few yeai's ago to contain a

numerous coUedion of almoft gigantic orange and lemon trees, which long before being

wrecked on the coaft, became the property of this family. The houfe of Margam has

lately been pulled down, but the remains of an ancient chapter-houfe are well

worthy of the attention of the curious, being fupported by one central pillar, which,

fpreading in feveral light branches at the top, forms perfed arches all around with the

points ot the Gothic windows, which rife to meet it. This chapter-houfe is the moft

entire remnant of the ancient monaftery of Margam, of which many other veftiges are

to be traced in the park, and among the adjacent buildings.

We now foon reached the copper-works of Aberavon, and defcended to the charming

feat of lord Vernon at Briton ferry, where the Neath river, ifluing from the bold hills

which cnclofe its vale, pafles between feveral majeftic groves, and precipitates itfelf

into the fea. This place is laid out with great tafte and elegance, and the profped* ^q
^

be.
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be enjoyed from its numerous walks and drives, arc both various and finking ; but

neither the ftrufture of the houfe, nor its fituation, correfpond perfeclly with the beauty

of the grounds.

Deferting the coaft here for a while, and purfuing the valley to Neath, we foon

gained a light of the high ground on the right, occupied by the park and elevated

manfion of the GnoU, the fplendid feat of the Mackworth family, now transferred by
marriage to that of Hanbury. Great expence has here been bellowed with confider-

able effect, and the plantations of this extenfive place cover a large trad of country

;

its walks and cafcades alfo are much to be admired, and the commanding afpeft of the

houfe cannot be pafled unnoticed. In the midft of thefe advantages, the GnoU lofes

much of its beauty by the fmoke of the various collieries which encompafs it, and its

vicinage to the dirty town of Neath. Here we crofled the river, which, defcending

rapidly along the courfe of a romantic valley, finds its fource in the diftant mountains,

dividing the two counties, through which an arduous road is carried to Brecknock.
We purfued it no further, but, after vifiting the imperfedl remains of Neath

abbey, crofled a hill to reach thofe numerous collieries and copper-works which, oc-

cupying an immenfe traft of country towards the north of Swanfea, blafl the foil all

around with their fulphureous influence, defl:roying the appearance of verdure, and

preventing cultivation. Thefe works, formed by feveral fpirited proprietors, are

chiefly conduced by Mr. Morris, whofe handfome feat of Clafemont overlooks the

whole territory ; all the hills around are covered with their buildings, and the princi-

pal aflfemblage of houfes, formed into regular ftreets, with a church and wharfs, bears

the title of Morris-town. Through this curious place, and amidft all that train of

villas and abundant population which indicate the profperity arifmg from fuccefsful en-

terprize, we approached the walls of Swanfea, now fwelled into a port of great import-

ance from its neighbouring manufaftures.

Swanfea, both in its extent, the width of its ftreets, and the afpefl of its buildings,

far exceeds all the towns in South Wales ; it has of late been greatly improved ; and,

though its principal confequence is derived from itsincreafing commerce, it owes much
to the mildnefs of its climate, and the fmgular beauty of the bay it commands. Thefe

advantages, together with a commodious fliore for fea bathing, have made it the fum-

mer refort of that gay tribe of company which embellifhes the public places on the

coaft of England, as well as the winter refidence of many families from the lefs fre-

quented parts of South Wales. A theatre and an aflembly-room contribute to the

general amufement, and all the refources of polifhed fociety are here at times to be

found, amidft the noife of manufadlures, and the buz of inceflant commerce. ^The
remains of Swanfea caftle confift chiefly of one maffy tower, with a curious light para-

pet upon Gothic arches ; this caftle and that of Oyftermouth were built by Henry
Beaumont, Earl of Warwick, in the reign of King Henry 1. Oyftermouth is a very

fine ruin on the coaft, at the diftance of about four miles from Swanfea, near the

promontory of the Mumbles-head, which, terminating in high hills, and ftretch-

ing out far into the bay, aff"ords a fafe anchorage to Ihips pafling up or down the

channel.

This head-land of the Mumbles forms a point of the peninfula of Gower, which

extends in a long and narrow ifthmus between the two great bays of Glamorgan and

Caermarthenfliire ; this is in general a rocky and uninterefling diftrift, except where
the fea views enliven it

;
yet has fancy, or fome other caufe of prediledion, difpofed

Mr. Talbot to create a highly-prnaraented villa, with all its luxurious appendages, at

VOL. n. 4 G Penrice,
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Penrlce, near the extremity of this traft, where the caftles of Penrice and Pennarth,

built foon after the conquefl:, diftinguifli the bay of Oxwich. The houfe is an ele-

gant niodei-n ftrufture, and the diverfities of lawn, wood, and water, introduced with

much tafte and defign, ftrongly contrail the afperities of the furrounding diftrift, and
furprize a ftranger with a degree of refinement he could little expefl: in fuch a tradb,

Yet may an obferver, without too critic an eye, deem the trim afpeft of this park,

and its hnooth iheet of water, inconfonant with the rough outline of the coafl and
country, and cenfure that defign which has introduced the principal approach through

the fiftitious fragments of a modern ruin, within fight of an ancient calUe, whofe ivied

walls overhanging the beach, feem to frown defiance at this newly-created rival. Still

more muft he wonder, that its owner fliould defert the noble feat of Margam, in

the miufl of a populous and plentiful country, to form a fairy palace in a dreary and

defolate wild, far from the ufual haunts of men, and near the extremity of a bleak

peninfula.

Chap. IV. Entrance of Caermarthenjhlre at Pontardillas.—Llanelly.—View from the

Heights of Pembray.— Kidwelly.—Llanflephan Cajile at the Mouth of the River Towey.
—Llaghiiarne.— Commandi?ig Situation of Tenby.—Great Terrace of the Ridge of Pern-

broke/hire.—Llamphey Court.—Pembroke and its Cajlle.—Stackpoole Court.— St.Go-

Tin's Well and Chapel.—Extraordinary Chafm in the Cliffs on the Coafl.— Orielton.—^

Milford-haven, ijoith its peculiar Scenery and Defeds.—Carew Caflle.—Laurenny

Hall.—Llanfhipping.—Slebatch.—Haverfordweli. -'Habberftone-Haikin.—Bay of St.

Bride.— St. David's.— Splendid Ruins of its Cathedral and Palace.—Its modern eccle-

fiaflical EJiablifhment.—Difmal Appearance of the Country about Fifguard.—Return to

Haverfordwefi.

HAVING devoted fome days to the obje£l:s in the neighbourhood of Svvanfea, we left

that place, and after croffing feveral pleafant hills, arrived at Pontardillas, a fmall inn

and hamlet fituated near the bridge to which it owes its name. The Lwghor river

here, iffuing from the high mountains of Caermarthenfliire, expands itfelf into a broad

seftuary, and pafling by its town and caflle, difcharges itfelf into the fea, dividing the

two counties of Caermarthen 6nd Glamorgan. Our road lay principally on its banks,

and we became environed by a low and fandy flat as we approached the miferable vil-

lage of Llanelly, clofe to the coafl, and famous for nothing but a deferted old feat of

the Stepney family. Soon afterwards we afcended the high hill of Pembray, and
from this central point enjoyed a wonderful profped over the great bay of Caermar-

thenfhire, with its whole femicircular fweep from the extremity of Gower in Glamor-
ganftiire, to the rock of Tenby in Pembrokefhire. Defcending abruptly, we foon be-

came environed with collieries, and purfued a wretched road to Kidwelly, a fmall, but

tolerably neat town, at a little diflance from the coafl. Its caflle is well worthy of

obfervation, placed on an elevated mount above a fmall river, and remarkable for the

perfedt uniformity of its four round towers. This building is attributed to King John,

and it is a fingular circumflance that, together with the town, it is included in the dif-

tant, and apparently unconnefted, dutchy ofLancaller, from which it derives fome
privileges.

We left the high Caermarthen road here, and, purfuing a lefs confiderable track,

foon came in fight of the proud ftrcam of the Towey, defcending from the richefl

8 vale
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vale in its county, and falling into the fea beneath a high mount crowned with the
majcflic fragments of Llanftephan caftle. A wretched ferry conveyed us over this

wide geduary, and fhortly afterwards by another little better we croflcd the Taave,
and reached the village of Llaghnarne, where we obferved alfo fome confiderable remains
of a caftle. A long and very interefting ride carried us from thence, partly on the hills

adjoining to the coaft,and partly on the fands, with a variety of enchanting views to the
point on which the town of Tenby in Pembrokefhire, projecting far into the fea, occu.
pies the fummit ofan abrupt cHff, and forms one great horn of the bay of Caermarthen.
The pofition of this town is extremely fmgular, covering the fteep and wooded

fides of a long and narrow rock, fhelving on one fide towards the bay, and on the
other, to the weftern coaft ; being divided only by a narrow trad of fand, occafion-

ally overflowed by the fea, from that long ridge of hills which forms a high terrace

between the coaft and the interior of Pembrokefliire. This extraordinary intermixture

of wood, rocks, and houfes, together with the lofty fpire of its church, gives the
place a very romantic appearance ; but the extenfive fea views it commands, have a
ftill more ftriking eft'ed. On the left, the great bay of Caermarthen expands itlelf

in a vaft curve, terminating in the oppofite point of Gower ; and on the righr, a fea

almoft boundiefs towards the weft, is diftinguiihed to the fouth by the rock of Calda
and the more diftant oval of Lundy ifland, which feems to divide the great tract of
water between the clift" of Tenby and the oppofite hills of Devonfhire and Cornwall,
faintly fkirting the horizon. The beauty of its fituation, and its fine fands, have ex-
alted Tenby from an obfcure fea-portinto a confiderable public place, where the influx

ofcompany is at times very great; the town has in confequence fuftered much im-
provement, yet from the narrownefs of the ridge, and its frequent declivities, the
itreets are inconveniently conftrudcd, though they are embelliflied with many mo-
dern buildings, and a commodious hotel. The quay is tolerably convenient, and
generally well filled with vefTels ; fome inconfiderable remains of the caftle of Tenby
(till exift near the extremity of the cliflF, and on die fliore beneath it we found feveral

natural caverns of an uncommon fize and figure.

Pafling the narrow tract of fands which almoft infulates Tenby from the reft of
Pembrokefliire, and crofiing the great ridge of the country, we defcended towards
the coaft to vifit the ruins of Manorbear caftle, built by the Normans in the time of
William Rufus, which indicate great original ftrength and confequence, though little

but their fliell is now to be found. They ftand on a fine eminence near their village,

great part of which is alio in decay, between two wild projecting hills which end in

perpendicular rocks towards the fliore, and open an unbounded view of the weftern
ocean with a few rugged promontories of the Pembrokefliire coaft. From thence we
returned to the ridge, and for many miles purfued a grand terrace on its fummit,
where almoft the whole of Pembrokefliire in full difplay below, prefented an expanfe
of cultivation and enclofures, thickly overfprcad with villages, wliich bore a nearer
refemblance to the rich vales of England than the mountainous fcenery of Wales,
and yet exhibited fome features of a charadteriftic beauty peculiar to itfelf. Its in-

habitants alfo diff"ered as much from thofe of the neighbouring Welch counties, as

the appearance of their country ; for neither the cuftoms nor the language of Wales,
prevailed much within its limits ; and the people being originally tranfplanted from
Flanders, ftill retained ftrong marks of their origin, intermixed with many traits of
the Englifli charafter.

4G 2 A gentle
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A gentle defcent from thir; charming ridge brought us to the village and ancient

manfion of Llamphey court, once a palace of the bilhop ot St. David's, and after-

wards, when alienated from that fee, a feat of the great lord Eflex. Much of this

building is entire, and its mofi: confpicuous features are a Gothic window covered

with ivy over a gateway, with a light parapet pervading almoft the whole of the

building on arches not unlike thofe of the caftle of Swanfea. Pembroke lies at

the diftance of two miles from this place, and confifts chiefly of one long and neat

flreet, which leads to the magnificent remains of its caftle. This proud ftrudure,

built by Henry I., and famous in hiftory for the brave defence made by its garrifon

for Charles I., covers the whole of a great mount, which defcends in a perpendicular

cliff on each fide, except towards the town, and is almoft encompafled by one of thofe

many winding a;ftuaries, which, fed by fome fmall rivers, penetrate into the country

from Milford-haven. A vaft round tower, and a fpacious cave in the rock beneath

the walls, are the two principal objeds in this ruin ; but an indifferent apartment is

fhewn with fome degree of triumph, which is boafted to have given birth to Henry VIL
who is here flyled the Conqueror of England.

The land ftretchcs out from hence towards the coaft in a broad projecting curve,

and though bleak and generally bare of wood, it contains many curious objefts.

Stackpoole Court, the feat of lord Cawdor, is a noble manfion furrounded with

fine groves and growing plantations, and ornamented with a profufion of tafte and
elegance. A deep and wooded glen pervades the whole, exhibiting all the romantic

beauties of an inland valley, clofe to a ftormy and tempeftuous coaft, whofe high

bleached cliffs, environing a dreary wild, overlook this fecond Tempe with much
contrafted grandeur. Not far from hence, in a cleft on the coaft, we found the

chapel and legendary well of St. Govin, reputed in this country to be miraculous in

the cure of various diforders ; and foon afterwards reached a furprifing chafm in the

rocks of an immenfe depth. This wonderful aperture is nearly circular, and for the

moft part perpendicular to the level of the fea, which enters the chafm through a fmall

fiffurc under an arch below, exhibiting a kind of miniature of the famous BuUer of

Buchan, on the north-caft coaft of Scotland. Hard by, another cliff attrafted our

notice, projefting magnificently into the fea, and forming an immenfe folid arch

with the contiguous fhore, encompaffed by feveral rocks, which at times are almoft

covered by various fpecies of fea fowl, depofiting their eggs in the breeding feafon,

and bringing up their young in thefe inacceffible ftations. Soon afterwards we came
to Orielton, a large feat of the Owen family, furrounded by extenfive plantations,

but greatly inferior to Stackpoole Court, both in its fituation and decoration ; then

paffing again through Pembroke, we foon reached the borders of Milford-havcn,

near the great ferry which croiTes its principal channel, and leads to Haverfordweft.

Not far from this fpot the various branches of this celebrated harbour, which wind

in many direftions through the interior of Pembrokefliire, become united in one

great bafin, where is to be found that expcnfive, but unfinifhed chain of fortifications,

which has incurred much ridicule and cenfure from its abfurd pofition at the bottom

of a deep bay, whofe exterior points are undefended. The notion of its importance

vanifhed when the job was accomplifhed, and the works have fince languifhed in ne-

rglefted obfcurity, unapproached, except by travellers, who are attrafted to the fpot by

the claffic fame with which our immortal dramatic poet has endowed Milford-haven.

This vaft harbour appears perfeftly land-locked on all fides, except towards its mouth,

4 where
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where the fliores contrafting the channel, and turning abruptly to the fouth-eafl,

prefent an aperture capable of being defended by proper fortrefles.

The interior fpace forms a vaft oblong bafin, fufficient to contain all the navies of

Europe within its bofom, with abundance of fafe anchorage, and every natural ac-

commodation for their reception, artificial advantages alone being wanting. As a

pidurefque objed, it may boaft fome few peculiar charms from its magnitude, the

eafy outline of its floping fliorcs, and the Uttle bay, which enclofing the fhipping and
town of HabberftonHaikin near its centre, forms the port of Mil ford. Yet is the eye
of one accuflomed to greater objefts, and the bolder difplay of a rocky and moun-
tainous coaft, fomewhat difappointed in finding the celebrated, and almoft facred bay
of Milford-haven, unattended with thofe flriking appendages, bare of wood, and but
little marked by points of grandeur in its furrounding fcenery. This obfervation,

however, mufl; be underftood only to apply to the great bafin, for numberlefs are the

points of beauty, and profufe the woods that adorn the feveral arms, which extending

from this vaft body of water, wind in many directions through the country.

Near the extremity of one of thefe, about five miles from Pembroke in the contrary

direftion, we found the magnificent remains of Carew caftle. It appears to have
been built in different ages, from the contraft of the plain with the ornamented
Gothic, but both are in very high prefervation, and the large projefting bows of

the latter are wonderfully flriking. The great hall, with feveral other fine apartments,

exhibit confiderable remains of their original fplendour, while all the more modern
parts of the ftrufture difplay that majeftic combination of extent, fimple grandeur,

and rich decoration, which we admire in many of thofe buildings that bear the date

of Queen Elizabeth's reign.

Following the sefluary from hence, we foon reached the beautifully wooded bank
on which Laurenny is fituated, whofe elevated manl"ion at the head of a lawn, adorned
with various clumps, and floping gradually to the water's edge, had long formed
cur principal point of view. This place, much improved by the tafle of its prefent

owner Mr. Barlow, may juftly be called the fineft in Fembrokefhire, both from its

internal decoration, and its commanding pofition at the extremity of a high ridge

clothed with thick woods, with feather down in almoft perpendicular beauty to a broad

and winding branch of Milford-haven. In front, it opens to a fmiling lawn variega-

ted with plantations, which dcfcends gradually to the levol of Carew caftle, whofe

bold ruin (lands prominently forward at the head of the water, backed by the high

ridge of hills which enclofe this part of the county of Pembroke from the fide of Car-

diganlhire.

The narrow traft of land which Laurenny occupies, lies between two branches of

Milford-haven, with two ferries, one of which leads to Pembroke, and the other

to Llanfhipping, where we found another old feat of the Owen family. Fropi

thence a little afcent brought us to Slebatch, a handfome modern houie, built by
the late Mr. Barlow, and now belonging to Mr. Phillips, whofe grounds are well

laid out, and adjoin clofely to the park of Pi£ton caftL, the ancient feat of Lord
Milford. The extenfive plantations, and great outUne of Pifton, promife more
than meets the eye on a nearer approach, little tafte being difplayed within, and
neither the Gothic nor modern parts of the manfion exhibiting much grandeur

of architefture. Several of the apartments may be called magnificent, but in the

midft of a park and country open to various fine profpeds, none feemed fo placed as to

admit them advantageoufly. This caftle was built in the time of William Rufus, by
William de Pidon, a Norman baroa.

> About
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About five miles from PIclon, we reached the large town of Haverfordweft, defcend-

ing in feveral fteep fcreets from the top of a high hill to a branch of the haven, from

whence it derives its commercial importance. This may be called the modern capital

of the county, from its great extent and fuperior decoration ; it is alfo -become the

feat of the grand feffion, and more appearance of opulence, with the bultle of trade,

may be traced within its walls than falls to the lot of molt Welch towns. With all

thefe advantages, it abounds in narrow and ill-paved ftreets, nor can a few good houfes,

here and there awkwardly interfperfed, compenfate for the inconvenience of avenues

almoQ; uniformly fteep and flippery. Here are the remains of a confiderable caftle, now
converted into a prifon, from which, as well as the upper parts of the town, a very

extenfive profpect is commanded
;

yet is the flourifliing port of Haverfordweft, in my
opinion, far inferior to the neglefted county town of Pembroke, in the charaSeriftic

points of neatnefs, and the handfome formation of its ftreets.

We made an excurfion from hence to vifit the filhing town of Hubbei'fton on Mil-

ford-haven, and from the high grounds in its vicinage we gained a view of that great

harbour's mouth, opening between two cliffs into the Atlantic ocean, near the entrance

of the Briftol channel. This being the ftation of the Irifli packets bound to Water,

ford, I was furprifed to find it wretchedly fupplied with accommodations, but a large

hotel, lately built at Milford on the oppofite fide of the river, is likely foon to remove this

caufe of general complaint.

A fecond expedition led us by the ruins of Roche caftle, over a bleak and un-

pleafant country, on the edge of the dangerous bay of St. Bride, and acrofs the deep

hollow of the creek of Solfay, to the deferted city of St. David's. Hardly a fingle

tree decorated this wild extremity of the coaft of Pembrokefhire ; a fcanty ftiew of ha-

bitations, more like huts than cottages, were thinly interfperfed ; and the city itfelf,

when we approached it, bore the afpe£t of an infignificant village, fituated on a fmall

eminence near that proje<5ting head-land which terminates in the pile of rocks called

St. David's head. In a deep hollow beneath the town, fheltered from thofe winds

which ravage this ftormy coaft, we found a few good houfes appropriated to the ec-

clefiaftical ellablifliment, in the midft of which the cathedral appeared rifing in reno-

vated magnihcence, like a phcenix amidft the fplendid allies of the ruined grandeur of

St. David's. This church is far fuperior to that of Llandaft'e in its prefervation, and

has received ample juftice from the attention and expence beftowed on it by its modern
proprietors, the whole being in good repair, and the weft front having lately been re-

built in a tafte perfeftly correfponding with the reft of the ftrufture. Its tower is

finely carved in fret-work, and, like many of our Englifli cathedrals, the Gothic orna-

ments of the choir contraft the Saxon pillars and arches of the great aifle, which are

themfelves curioufly worked in wreaths. A ceiling of Irifli oak alfo is much to be ad-

mired, together with a very perfeft Mofaic pavement. Bifliop Vaughan's chapel lies

behind the choir, where we were much ftruck with a highly wrought ftone ceiling,

fimilar to the fineft fpccimens of Henry VII. 's reign, with which all the furrounding or-

naments of the building correfpond. St. Mary's chapel muft have been ftill more ele-

gant, from the curious remains of pillars and arches with which its fpace is ftrewed
;

various alfo and extraordinary are the devices in fculpture to be found there, including

the heads of the fcven fiftcrs who were faid to have contributed to the building. The
chapter-houfe alfo has a fine coved ceiling, and St. Mary's hall, now in ruins, exhibits

the remains of much ancient grandeur. From the cathedral and thefe adjacent build-

ings, we vifited the ruins of the bifliop's palace, which muft formerly have been a mag-
nificent, and even a princely ftru6ture. Two parts of its quadrangle arc yet nearly

entire.
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entire, and thefe are crowned with a light Gothic parapet, fimllar to thofc at Swanfca
cafllcand Llamphey Court. The arch by which we entered the King's hall is fingu-

larly fine, with the ilatues of King John and his Queen over it ; the hall itfelf is a grand
room, 88 feet in length by 30, and at its eaflern end is a curious circular window, like

a wheel, with a rim, Ipokes, and centre, wrought in the finefl Gothic, and flill quirt*

entire. This room was built after the reft of the palace, for the reception oi' King Jolui

and Queen Mary on their return from Ireland, being much larger than the bifliop's

hall, which is notwithdanding a fine building. The chapel contains the remains of a

font, with fome pieces of fculpture, and the kitchen is nearly entire, with four chimneys

and four arches, fupported by a folid pillar in the middle. After devoting feveral hours

to thefe fine remnants of antiquity, we afcended to the poor ftreet which bears the title

of a city and found very moderate accommodation at the houfe dignified with the name
of an inn.

Saint David's, faid to have been a Roman flation, was the feat of the primacy of

Wales, transferred here from Caerleon by St. David in the fixth century. Its modern ec-

clefiaftical eflablifhment is highly refpeftable, confiding of the bifhop, fix canon refiden-

tiaries, four archdeacons, and feveral minor canons. The modern rcfidence of the

bifliop, thefe fplendid ruins being no longer habitable, has been transferred to Aber-
guilly near Caermarthen, a central part of his diocefe, in a pleafant country. One of

the canons is generally refident at St. David's in rotation, where a handfome houfe is

appropriated for his habitation, and the reft of the inftitution appear to be well lodged.

Much praife is due to the eftablifhment for the excellent repair in which the cathedral

and thofe buildings which are flill in ufe, are preferved ; and the fervice of the church

in this remote corner of the kingdom, where there are few to witnefs it, is conducted

with a degree of decorum and attention which would put fome of our proudeft choirs

in England to the blulh.

Nothing, except the fimilar extremity of the Land's end in Cornwall, can be ima-

gined more dreary and defolate than the afped of this country ; which, open to two
tempeftuous feas, is almoft deprived of wood, and all living fences, and can hardly ad-

hiit any degree of verdure or vegetation, except in a few favoured hollows. The coaft,

turning here to the north, forms one horn of the great bay of Cardigan, and the fame

difmal and deferted appearance pervades the whole as far as Fifguard, a miferable port

on the bay, rendered famous of late by the gallant and fuccefsful enterprize of the

Welch peasantry, under the command of Lord Cawdor, againft 1 400 French invaders.

The Cardigan road extends from hence on the fea-fhore with little improvement of

fcenery by the poor fifhing town of Newport, but we left it at Fifguard, and purfued an

excellent new-made road, which, leaving the bare heights of Procelle, the only moun-
tain Pembrokefhire can boaft, on the left, defcended from the difmal tradt of country I

have defcribed, and beautifully winding through a romantic glen, brought us back to

the well-wooded and cultivated diftrift furrounding Haverfordweft, interfered by the

broad arms of Milford-haven.

Chap.
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Chap. V. — Sf. Clear.— Caermarthcn.—Abergidlly.—Middlcton-hall.—Great Burjl of

Profped in the Vale ofToivey.—Rufsland Cajlli.—Grongar Hill.—Golden Grove.—
Llandilo.—Dinevawr P^rk and Cajlle.— Glen-heir Waterfall.—Caraigcennin Caftle.—
Upper Vale of Towey.—Llanymdovery,—The TrecajUe Mountain.—Beautiful Pafs of

Cwni-Dwr to Trecafile.—Return to Brecknock.—Caflle Madoc.—Charadcr of the

late Mr. Powell.—Fine Situation of Builth on the Wye.—Llatidrindod Wells.—Lla7i-

wrtd Wells.—Pafs of the Hills from Llanymdovery into Cardigan/hire—Llanbedir.—

Neivcafile on Tivy.—Cardigan and its Cajlle.—Kilgarran Cajlle— Coidmore.—Dreary

appearance of the great Bay of Cardigan.—Romantic Valley ofthe Eiron.—Abereiron.

Aberyflwith and its Cajile.

"WE now travelled in the inland direftion, and leaving the domain of Pidlon caftle

on the right, purfued the great road through the heart of Pembrokefhire, pailing

through the irregular tow^n of Narbeth, graced with the pifturefque ruin of its caftle.

At the little village of St. Clear, we re-entered th^ county of Caermarthen ; from

whence, winding through a pleafant and well-wooded valley, we foon approached its

capital. The interior of Caermarthen difappointed me, its ftreets being narrow and

imequal, though intcrfperfed with many good houfes, and fome confiderable public

buildings. To the beauty of its fituation it is difficult to do ample juftice, placed as it

is at the head of one of the richeft vales in South Wales, on the north bank of the fine

river Towey, which is navigable for large veflels to its bridge. Our courfe led us up
this enchanting vale, for the moft part clofe to the banks of the Towey, which by its

inceflant windings through a plain diftinguifhed by feveral conic hills clothed with

rich wood, gave perpetual variety to a fucceflion of fomeof the fineft landfcapes in nature.

At Aberguilly we pafled the palace of the bilhop of St. David's, near one of the boldeft

fweeps of the river, which had no great points of architefture to recommend it, and

foon afterwards croiTmg the Towey, deviated from the high road to the right, for the

purpofe of viewing Middleton hall, the fplendid modern feat of Mr. Paxton, which far

eclipfes the proudefl of the Cambrian manfions in Afiatic pomp and fplendour. This

houfe may be juftly admired for the exterior beauty of its figure, as well as for its in-

ternal elegance and decoration j yet does a vaft pile of Portland ftone, curioufly chif-

feled, and finifhed in the higheft ftyle of the Grecian tafte, appear to me fomewhat in-

confonant with the more impofmg, though fimple majefty, of the furrounding country.

Neither did its fituation pleafe me, confined by a narrow and ill-planted park, and

perched on the fummit of one of the great boundaries of the vale of Towey, too

high to command its beauties ; where the eye, overlooking the courfe of the river, en-

countered only thofe wild and diftant hills which divide the counties of Caermarthen

and Cardigan.

We returned from Middleton hall with pleafure, to refume our progrefs in the

charming vale below, where a profpeft foon burft upon our fight, glowing with all the

enchantments of a grandly pitturefque outline, romantic beauty, and claffic fame. A
vaft ampiiitheatre of wild mountains, afpiring in a variety of pointed fummits, formed

the head of the vale, beneath which the groves encircling the proud ruin of Dinevawr
caftle, clothed the fummit, and abrupt fides of its hilly park, to the very margin of the

river ; which winding in perpetual meanders, became loft at laft to the eye beneath

their impending fliade. The vale itfelf, expanding as it afcended to the foot of the

mountains, became thickly fprcad with villages : the fine, but alas ! denuded hills of

Ciolden grove, fronted the leafy grandeur of Dinevawr ; the broken walls of Rufsland

caftle
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caftle appeared as ftarting forth from an eminence in the plain, and Grongar hill exalt-

ed itfelf in front, endowed with all the natural charms of this delightful landfcape, and
immortalized by the poetic ftrains of Dyer.

Encompaffed with this interefting fcenery, we proceeded up the vale, and pafTing

through the park of Golden grove, not far from its ancient manfion, we approached
the old bridge of Llandilo immediately beneath the groves of Dinevawr, and eroding

the Towey, arrived at the centre of that town by a marvelloufly fleep, narrow, and
winding flreet. Little can be faid of the interior of this place ; but like many other

Welch towns, it may claim much admiration from the extreme beauty of its fituation,

to which the adjoining park and manfion of DinevawT caftle, add the brighteft orna •

ment.

This grand feat of the Rice family, lately ennobled by the title of Dinevawr, occu-

pies an eminence immediately above the town, covering feveral undulating hills with its

rich groves and verdant lawns, in the centre of one of which the houfe, a plain modern
ftrufture, is placed. The ruin of the caftle, which was granted to Sir Rice ap-Tho-
mas by Henry VII. ftands on the highelt point in the grounds, where the hills, richly

clothed with wood to the very bottom, defcend abruptly to the bed of the Towey, and
from hence all the ftriking beauties of this enchanting trafl: may be enjoyed in full

difplay.

A high chain of rude unequal mountains crofles the head of the plain here at right

angles, forming three feparate vales, widely differing from each other in form and cha-

racter. From the fouth-weft an Alpine valley defcends from a clufter of mountains,

whofe mifliapen heads prefent a bold barrier againft the coaft of Glamorganfliire

;

towards the north-eaft, a wild vale extends to the foot of the hills, which bound
the counties of Cardigan and Brecknock, thinly interfperfed with woods and vil-

lages, but marked with fome peculiar features of beauty. The Towey here defcends

from its native mountains, and from a rapid rivulet gradually increafes to a fine

river, which, paffing under the arches of Llandilo bridge, glides beneath the groves

and caftle of Dinevawr, forming the rich vale and plains through which we had af-

cended from Caermarthen, where Golden grove, Rufsland caftle, and Grongar hill,

appear as diftinguilhed objefts, beautifully interwoven by the frequent meanders of
the river.

Before we left Llandilo, vi'e made an excurfion on the Swanfea road, to vifit the

cataraft of Glen-hier in a gentleman's ground, which, though not very confiderable,

exhibits a bold fheet of water, broken in the middle by a ridge of projefting rocks,

and falling into a large bafm, from whence the little river that feeds it purfues its

courfe with great rapidity through the narrow paflagc to which the impending rocks

on each fide confine it. A very difficult road conveyed us from thence to the high
infulated rock which fuftains the ruin of Caraigcennin caftle, rifing perpendicularly

near 400 feet from the plain on every fide, except that by which we afcended it. This
fortrefs was built in the reign of Henry \. and muft have been nearly impregnable at

that period from its pofition ; its remains are very inconfiderable, but the profpeft it

commands is furprifingly extenfive, comprehending moft part of the three vales I

have defcribed, with their furrounding mountains, and through an aperture in them
the fea with its bold coaft near Swanfea. In our defcent we pafled through a large

arched paflage, lighted by fmall windows, after the manner of the gallery at Caer-
phiili, and defcended by a long flight of fleps, to a fubterraneous cave, which was
conneded with the caftle j but the path beginning to grow flippery, and the defcent

VOL. II. 4 H fteep.
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fteep, we were obliged to relinquifli our dcfiga of exploring it further for want of

light.

Returning to Llandilo, we paffed along the upper vale of the Towey, which,

though far inferior to the rich dilplay of the plains we had traverfed on its banks froni

Caennarthen, abounds in fome beauties of a different nature. Lefs abundant in

wood, and lefs verdant in its meadows, cultivation and pafture ftill appeared fweetly

intermixed on each fide of the winding ftream, and the road, formed on a confider-

able terrace, commaaded every objeft, paffing between the elevated feat and groves of

Taliaris, and the town of Llangaddock-CreSbny on the other fide of the river. By an

eafy ford we crofTed the Towey juft before we reached Llanymdovery, a ftraggling

and very irregular town, encompaffed by dreams in almofl every direftion, where

we fojand nothing worthy of obfervation except the fmall remains of its caftle on a

mount.
Llanymdovery lies near the head of the upper vale of Towey, bounded by a range

of wild hills, which divide it from Cardiganftire and the Trecaftle mountain, which

blocks it up on the Brecknockfliire fide. Over this great barrier the high road to-

wards England ufed to pafs, and all travellers, after attaining its fummit, and tra-

verfing its dreary wild on that elevated expofure, were obliged to purfue a rocky and

uneven defcent into the vale of the Uike in Brecknockfliire. The great improvement

which the roads of this country have of late experienced, has removed this inconve-

nience, and fubilituted a winding pafs through a beautifully wooded glen, which en-

circles the mountain. In the Highlands of Scotland, and the wilder parts of North
Wales, I have feen bolder pafles of this nature, attended with the ftriking accompani-

ment of high rocks and impetuous torrents, but I have fcarcely ever found one that

exceeded this in the more placid flile of mountain fcenery. Here the road fometimes

croffes, and at others impends over the rivulet, where the hills, partly woodeJ and

partly cultivated, frequently approach clofely to each other ; and yet occafionally leave

fufficient fpace for a pleafing llripe of verdant meadow, and a white cottage here and

there charmingly fituated on its banks. This pafs of Cwm-Dwr extends for nine miles

round the bafe of the mountain, and reaches Trecaftle at no greater diftance than the .

original road over the mountain from Llanymdovery. -

A more miferable village than Trecaftle can fcarcely be found, encircled by wild

mountains at the head of the upper vale of the Ufke, which foon expanding itfelf after

paffing the groves of Devenog and Luchyntyven, reftored us to all thole enchantments

of fociety we had before delighted in, and the fine fcenery already defcribed about

Penpont and Brecknock.

Too foon were we warned by the lapfe of time to recommence our progrefs, when,

we bad our farewell to Brecknock, afcending an abrupt hill from its priory, and pur-

fued a road abounding in fliort and fteep declivities towards B'uilth. We now entered

a valley of a different defcription from thofe of the Ulkc, narrow and winding with

impending hills yet not unmixed with villages and cultivation, which, together with

the dark evergreen of the yew-tree, were interfperfed fo as to remind me of foma of the

downifli bourns in Hamplhire and Wikfliire. Occafional patches of wood diverfified

the fcene pleafantly, and thefe increafed in magnitude as we approached Caftle Ma-
doc, the feat of Mr. Powell, by whom we were received with great hofpitality. This

refpe£lablc character at a very advanced age, enjoyed much of the vigour of youth,

with the happieft convivial talents, and exhibited the rare appearance of a provincial

veteran, of family and fortune, growing old, after an ai^ivc life, on his native foil.

He
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He is fince gone to reap the reward of his many virtues, leaving a worthy daughter,
who was his conflant companion, to inherit his eflatcs, and to join a whole country in

deploring his lois.

Still winding along the valley by the fide of its little rivulet, we at length reached
thole wild hills which had long formed its boundary, and after crofllng them, defcend-
ed abrupty to the great vale through which the Wye purfues is courfc, iurrounded by
thofe majcftic mountains which environ the little plain in which BuiUh is fituated.

This fniall market town, divided only by its bridge from Radnorfliire, is fingularly

built in two parallel flreets, forming irregular terraces from the deep declivity of the
ground ; the principal of thefe, which is neareft the river, is very narrow and illlhaped,

and the houfes, for the moft part, are mean and irregular. Builth has been long
highly extolled for the falubrity of its air, and the fmgular beauty of its pofition, on
the bank of the finefl of all the rivers of South Wales, encompalfed by a magnificent
outline of romantic fcencry.

Curiofity, and the defire of vifiting fome worthy friends who were fixed for a whilis

atl.landrindod wells, for the benefit of their waters, attracted us to that" obfcure fpot

in which they are fituated, which we found it no eafy matter to reach by a road diffi-

cult to be traced, and fiill more arduous to be travelled. About feven miles from
Builth, in the midft of a wild common, at length we law a few fcattered houfes near
thefe celebrated Iprings, which feemjuftly to have acquired a high reputation in the
country, combining, like thofe of Harrowgate, various degrees of fait and fulphur,

with perhaps feme local additions. The large building which was formed for the re-

ception of company, having been converted into a private i-efidence, we found a very
contradted public-houfe the only place of accommodation, and were furprized it could
contain fo many inhabitants as then occupied it. It has fince, I underfland, been en-
larged ; but even when we law it, our friends affured us tliat they were well content-

ed with their pofition. From the curfory view I took of Llandrindod wells, I was
fufficiently convinced, that nothing but the adventitious circumflanccs of good roads
and fuperior accommodations was wanting to place this obfcure clufter of cottages

on a par with our moft crowded public places, moft of whom it far eclipfes in its

pofition on a fine open common, furrounded by bold hills, and peculiarly diftin-

guifhable for the goodnefs of its air. In our return to Builth, we deviated a little

from the road before we reached the town, to vif?t the new-built houfe of Mr.
Thomas, who received us with great politenefs, and exhibited a wonderful difplay

of the plain of Builth and its furrounding hills from his windows. The houfe was
then unfinifhed, but its commanding pofition was extremely ftriking : the ad-

vantage of a good accefs was wanting ; but this, I underftand, has in part been fince

obtained.

The road we purfued from Builth left the vale through which the Wye defcends on
the right, and followed another by the fide of a rivulet for a confiderable length, till

it met a narrower valley which led to the wells of Llanwrtyd, which are fimilar in qua-
lity to thofe of Llandrindod ; and, though not equal in point of fituation, are alike dif-

ficult of accefs and deficient in proper accommodation. Juft at the jundion of this

valley v/e found the little inn of Tavern-y-prydd, and foon afterwards climbing a high

mountain, traverfed a wild plain on its fummit, from which an eafy defcent brought us
to the ftately, but defertcd manfion of Glanbran, in a well wooded park, and from thence

back to Llanymdovery, in the upper vale of Towey.
Ffom Llanymdovery we turned our courfe towards Cardiganfliire, and crofled the

Towey by a bridge of one arch, which is fakl to be executed by the fame woikman
4 H 2 who
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who conflrufted the Pont-i-prydd in Glamorganfhire. We now began to afcend the

hills, and a new road cut on a fhelf beneath their fummit, conduced us for feveral miles

without great difficulty, except where a few deep, but fliort afcents, interrupted our

progrefs. Near the poor little village of Pynfant we -defcended to the banks of a rivu-

let called the Cothee, which we found fome difficulty in croffing three times by a very

rugged track, the bridges in the diredl road not being yet finifhed. A marfliy common
fucceeded, and the road, which feemed yet in its infancy, became rough and difficult,

till a very laborious afcent brought us to the fummit of one of the great hills which

bound this diflrid. From thence we firfh gained a view of the vale through which the

Tivy runs, interfecting a broad plain with its manifold windings, and croffed in the

centre by a narrow bridge of one arch, jufl: below the town of Llanbeder. In front,

the high moorifii hills of Cardiganfhire ran parallel with the vale which extended on

the right to Tregaron, and the borders of Radnorfhire. Cultivation rofe higher up their

fides than the drearinefs of the country would feem to admit, and woods, though

thinly fcattered, were not wanting to diverfify the profpeft ; which partook in an un-

common degree of the wildnefs of a mountainous diftrift, and the enclofures of a po-

pulous and inhabited country. The river Tivy, here but a narrow ftream, admitted

us into Cardiganfhire by a fteep and inconvenient bridge ; about half a mile above

which the little beggarly town of Llanbeder made but an inconfiderable figure. Clofe

to it, a large old feat of Sir Herbert Lloyd exhibited a ftriking appearance, with its four

great towers, crowned with domes, in the midft of a well planted enclofure j but it

appeared to have been long neglefted, and now fcarcely inhabited.

A very arduous ride of twenty miles, with a perpetual fucceffion of fteep hills, con-

dufted us through a country abounding in inequalities, not unlike thofe of the north-

ern parts of Devonfliire, to Newcaftle, where the Tivy began to aflume a more confi-

derable appearance. From thence, after croffing feveral more fimilar eminences, we
approached the little county town of Cardigan, pleafantly fituated near the mouth of

the river, and protected from the fea by a long projedling hill which made it appear

land-locked. This place is tolerably built, and bears a neat afpeft, notwithftanding the

declivity of its ftreets ; a handfome old bridge connects it with the oppofite bank of the

Tivy, and confiderable veffels can approach its quay. Cardigan was originally called

Aberdyffy, frem being contiguous to the point where the Tivy falls into the fea ; its

caftle, of which there are confiderable remains, was built by Gilbert de Clare

in the reign of Henry IL and deflroyed by Rees-ap-Griffiths, prince of South

Wales.

The tide unfortunately would not ferve for the expedition we meditated by water to

Kilgarren caftle, and we were obliged to approach its venerable remains by a rough

road over a neck of land, which difplayed none of the beauties of the Tivy. The town

of Kilgarren, confifling ot one irregular and Ill-built flreet, is placed at the extremity of

a remote corner of Pembrokefliire, about three miles from Cardigan, where its caftle

projeds proudly over the river, as it wuids beautifully between fteep banks thickly

fringed with wood, and interfperfed with rocks. The oppofite feat and groves of Coid-

more add much to the profpeft, and the two remaining round towers of Kilgarren

caftle, with its ivied walls, prefent a noble and interefting objeft, when viewed from

thence. This caftle was built by William Marfliall Earl of Pembroke, in 1 222 ; a few

miles above it on the Tivy, is a very confiderable catarad, attended with much romantic

fcenery, and forming a falmon leap.

Taking the Aberyftwith road from Cardigan, the fea foon became vifible on the left,

and after traverfing a few wild hills we obtained a diftant view of the oppofite horn of

2 the
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the great bay of Cardigan, formed by the extreme point of Caernarvonfliire terminating

in the iflc of Bardfea. Acrofs the vaft expanfc of water feveral of the vafl: hills near

Pvvlwhelli, among which the rock of Porthyndyllyn head was mofl; confpicuous, formed

a grand boundary, while at the bottom of the bay, Cader Idris, with many of the moun-
tains of Merionethfliire, elevated their mightier fummits, and welcomed our approach

to the majeftic fcenery of North Wales. Thefe ftriking obje£i:s, varying aUernatcIy

with our courfe, amufed us for many miles ; and indeed we had nothing elfe to ob-

ferve, for the country immediately furrounding us was as dreary and uninterefting as

the extreme points of the peninfulas of Cornwall and Anglefea. Our road too, after

a few miles, degenerated into a rugged and uneven track, not unattended with intri-

cacy ; and our vicinity to the coafl: was the only proof we could obtain of our not hav-

ing deviated, there being but few inhabitants. Near the village of Llanarth fome
few wooded banks intervened, and the profpeft from the high hill by which we defcended

to Abereiron happily contrafted the general drearinefs of the country, where the Eiron,

defcending through a narrow vale between fleep impending hills, fome of which are

clothed with wood and intermixed with villages and paftures, tears its way over a

pebbly bottom, and falls into the fea a little below a pidturefque bridge by which we
crofTed it. This ftripe of romantic fcenery in fo bare a country, a little reminded me
of the favourite fpot of Ivy-bridge in Devonfliire, where a fimilar llream pafles through

a bridge not unlike that of Abereiron, with a neat inn fituated in the fame manner at the

foot of it.

The fea views, comprehending the Caemarvonfliire hills on the oppofite fide of the

bay, continued very fine as we advanced towards Aberyftwith, and moft agreeably be-

guiled the labours of the road, which winding over the rocky bafes of inceflant hills, for-

bad any expeditious advance. In a narrow vale we crofled the Yflwith, by a bridge pro-

fufely decorated with ivy, and afcending a fleep rock from its banks, foon came in

fight of the greater vale of the Rhydol, and the town of Aberyftwith, fituated on a
bold eminence overhanging the fea clofe to its mouth. This town, forming a fine

objefl: as viewed from a fufEcient diftance, rather difappointed me when we reached

it, the ftreets being fteep and ill-paved, while the houfes, built of the black flate-ftone

of the country, gave the whole a gloomy and rather dirty appearance. It has long been

a favourite refort for fea-bathing to the inhabitants of the neighbouring counties, and
we found it full of company, who muft have been contented with very moderate ac-

commodation. The beach is fufficiently convenient, and a public walk, traced with

fome tafte and ingenuity among the fragments of its caftle, which was built by Gilbert

de Strongbow in the reign of fJenry I., commands the whole coaft with the contiguous

mouths of the Yftwith and the Rhydol, on one fide, and a beautiful view of the vale

which defcends with the latter river on the other.

Chap*.
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Chap. Vl.—Wi/d romantic Beauties of the Vale of Rhydol.—Dijlant Ttew of Plinlimnon.—The Devil's Bridge.—Falls of the Monach.—Great Pafs of the Mountains towards

the Vale of Tjlivith,—Singular Creation of Havod.— Civm-Yflwith.—Striking View

from the Cwm-tythen Hills over the Plain formed by the Wye.—Rhyadergowy, and the

View
^
from the Mountain above it.—Penybont.— Knighton.—Brampton-bria?t.—Lent-

wardine Bridge.— Preflcignc.—Kington.—Old and A^ew Radnor.—Radnor Forefl and
its Waterfall. Bad State of the Roads in that Part of the Country.—Pine Ride on the

Banks of the Wyefrom Builth to the Hay, by Llagocd Caflle, and the beautiful Spot of

Erwood.— Clyro.—High Chara^er of its Redor, the Archdeacon ofBrecknock.— Strik-

ing Views from the One-tree-hill in Clyro Forejl, towards Wales and England.—En-
trance into the rich Plain of Herefordflnre.—Hereford.—Ledbury.—Immenfe Difplay

from the Malvern Hills.—Malvern 'Wells.—Great Malvern and its Abbey.—Gran-
deur and Opulence of Worcejler.

THROUGH the vale of Rhydol we were deftined to purfue, our courfe, being now
arrived at the boundary of North Wales, and bidding our farewell to the coaft we took

an eaflward direction. The road conveyed us for many miles over a ridge of wild

hills, forming the fouthern barrier of that romantic difl;rifl:,and commanding all its beau-

ties in great perfeftion. Elevated almofl into the clouds, we looked down on the

coaft, where Aberyftwith feemed, like Venice, rifmg out of the fea, and the decayed

town and church of Llanbadern Vawr, formerly a Roman ftation and the fee of a Bri-

tifli bilhop, occupied an eminence foniewhat higher in the valley. Beneath us a few

fcattered cottages, and fome houfes of a higher order, rofe on each fide under neat

plantations and tufted groves, while the rapid Rhydol interfered a range of the green-

*ft meadows with its manifold windings. At length the vale contrafted itfelf as it

grew wilder, the fiver became engulphed within deep banks fringed with wood, the

habitations of men and all traces of cultivation vanifliing, while every thing around us

affumed the mod favage appearance that natui-e can imprefs on her rudeft regions.

The high mountains of Cwm-yftwith bounding Radnorfhire, rofe in a number of un-

equal points before us, while on our left, towards the county of Montgomery, and the

confines of North Wales, the mighty Plinlimmon, the lord of this extenfive deferf,

fwelled into a pile of mountains from its extended bafe, and crowned the whole with

one lofty fummit, fpreading widely like a dome above the reft.

At length we began to defcend, and taking the Llanidloes road, foon reached the

hollow formed by the Rhydol near that fmgular edifice which bears the name of the

Devil's bridge. However celebrated the original ftruflure might be from the magic

powers with which its fabulous builder has been graced, it feems to have been fuper-

iedcd by fome happier architect, as the modern bridge exhibits a finer curve, and avoids

a very fteep defcent on each fide, by which the older was approached. Both the

archts remain, and it is not one of the leaft fingular circumftances attending this fpot,

that two bridges over the fame chafin are to be Icen in the fame point of view, one

being built perpendicularly over the other. Each of thefe arches fpring from rock to

rock over a deep abyfs, under which the dark (tream of the Monach is with difficulty

diftinguiflied, working its way through the hollow with great impetuofity. Immedi-
ately below the bridge it ifiues again into light, and precipitates itfelf with wonderful

force in a fucceflioa of falls almod: perpendicular for near 200 feet through a thick

wood, from fome of the lower parts of which this grand cataract is to be viewed with

coufidcrable
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confiderable advantage. Immediately below the fall, the Rhydol receives the Monach,
being there itleU little other than a torrent forcing its pafl'age between deep banks frin-

ged with wood, from its native caverns in the bale ot Plinlimmon.

Leaving here the courfe of rtie Rhydol, we foon regained the ridge we had quitted,

and proceeding on the Cwnyflwith road, rofe by a fuccclTion of ftagcs impending
over frightful precipices through the hollows of the mountains almoft to their fum-
mit, from whence all the wild hills encompafling the vale we had quitted, appeared

far below us, bounded by the fea, which feemed like a curtain let down before them.
This vail ridge fcparates the parallel val lies of the Rhydol and the Yllwith, to the latter

of which we defcended through the rifing plantations of Havod, with which its owner,
Mr. Johncs, has decorated an immenfe traft of country. The furprife is fcarcely to

be defcribed with which his highly ornamented territory burfls upon our view, teem-
ing with every elegance of art and nature, and rifmg, like another paradife, in the

midfl of a profound defert. The fteep banks of the Yllwith are here fringed with

the finert wood, and the houfe, a fupcrb Ifrudure imitating the Gothic, occupies

an elevated fpot commanding the whole of the vale, with the river winding finely

below. A well formed lawn extends far beneath the houfe, beyond which the

woods rife in great beauty, and through them a number of walks are formed with

confiderable tafle, being conduced by the fide of fuch catarafts as abound in this hilly

region, improved by every addition of art. After all, this place, though fo far

perfeded, may yet be confidered as in its infancy, when we contemplate the various

plans perpetually forming and carrying into execution by the acti^-e genius of its pro-
prietor, who finds employment for a whole country in the extent of his works.
For this he has ample fcope in the number of roads he is now conducing through
his territory, and the various additional buildings with which he is obliged to encom-
pafs his houfe, as every trade neceffaryto the exiftence, and even to many of the luxuries

of life, muft be exercifed within his own walls, there being no towns, and very fcanty

villages, in this diflricl, within the diftance of fifteen miles. Thus, notwithftand-

ing the many natural and artificial beauties of Havod, a ftranger, while he conmiends
the tafte with which it is embellifhed, cannot but admire the fingularity of this un-
dertaking, in the wilds of an uninhabited defert, far from any practicable neighbour-

liood, and at a diftance from the common reforts of mankind.

Afcending a little again through the woods of Havod, we foon regained t!ie road,

and reached the miferable village of Cwm-yftwith, almoft buried beneath the high
hills which divide this part of ihe country from Radnorfliire.

We foon entered that county, and after coafting the river Eilon for feveral miles

on a deplorable road abounding in precipices, we attained the fummit of the Cwm-
tythen hills, commanding an uninterrupted view over the dreary expanfe we had
paffed, which exhibited extreme wildnefs witliout majefiy, the mountains in this

country abounding in a variety of grafly fummits not unlike a fpecies of coarfe dow ns,

but far inferior both in height and fliapes to thofe of Cardiganfliire. Still, however,
the banks of the Eilon, with its attendant vallies, have their peculiar lines of beauty,

and the (triking example of Mr. Johnes has induced Mr. Grove to build a houfe,

and form an ornamented territory, with confiderable tafte, in one of thefe deferts,

which he prefers to his fine feat in Wiltfliire.

Except this place, the whole country appeared bare and uncultivated ; nor do I

ever remember a more dreary folitude than that which prevailed on the Cwm-tythen
hills, where not a finglc tree varied the fcene, and no human habitation was diftin-

guifhable. Over their gloomy hollows we proceeded in mournful filence, till rcach-

7 "ig
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ing their extreme point, a glorious view burfl: upon us in front, where the Wye,
emerging from a deep and narrow channel fringed with wood, iffiied forth into the

fpacious plain in which Rhyadergowy is fituated, and then purfued its courfe through

a fine vale beneath immenfe hills to Builth, beyond which fome of the Brecknock-

fhire mountains clofed the profpeft at a great diftance. T. he road now became

fcarcely paflable, as a dangerous and rocky defcent kept us in perpetual alarm for

feveral miles till we croffed the roaring torrent of the Wye, by a fine fingle arch

thrown from rock to rock, and entered the little town of Rhyadergowy.

An air of greater neatnefs than might be expefted prevails in this remote place,

which is regularly laid out in four ftreets, with a market-houfe in the centre, after

the manner of the towns of North Wales. The inn, though fmall and ruftic, is fuf-

ficiently commodious, and the obliging attentions of its landlord, with the fimplicity

of his manners, cannot fail to recommend it to a ftranger ; the buildings of the town

alfo, though mean, are not ruinous, and throughout the whole, the poverty of a wild

diftrift, very difficult of accefs, is relieved by an appearance of comfort and clean-

linefs.

The mountains furrounding the plain in which this town is placed, almoft rival

thofe of North Wales in majeily, and from one of the higheft of them, which I af-

cended with much difficulty, I enjoyed a profpeQ: which cannot eafily be furpaffed

either for its beauty or grandeur.

An amphitheatre of mighty hills furrounded the plain in which Rhyadergoway,

with its two churches, formed the principal feature; feveral vaft chafms interfered

this barrier, through one of which the Wye rolled its rapid Itream, paffing under a

noble arch fpringing from clift' to cliff clofe beneath the town, and foon afterwards

received the acceffion of the Eilon iffuing from another cleft in the chain of moun-
tains. Immediately after this the river engulphed itfelf between two impending rocks,

purfuing a narrow channel for feveral miles ; foon after which it emerged in fight into

the fpacious and highly cultivated vale in which Builth is fituated. Towards the

liorth dark and craggy mountains obftrudted the view, finely contrafted with the

graffy hills of the forelt of Radnor, which exalted themfelves in the eaft at a confidera-

ble diftance, beyond a pleafant valley interfperfed with paftures, villages, and corn-

fields, and diftinguiflied by feveral waving eminences tufted^ with wood. Through

this valley we purfued our courfe from Rhyadergowy to Penybont, leaving the wells

ofLlandrindod, a few miles on the right, approachable on this fide by a road even lefs

prafticable jhan that from Builth.- At the little obfcure hamlet of Penybont we
croffed the Ithon, and leaving the fmooth and pointed fummits of Radnor foreft on

the right, purfued a rugged traft over a wild range of downiffi hills to a deep vale,

from the head of which Knighton, defcending in feveral ftcep ftreets, prefents a

pifturefque objefl: to the adjacent country. This romantic valley, furrounded by

high hills, and well clothed with wood, is formed by the winding courfe of the river

Teme, near the banks of which thea road is in a great meafure carried.^—Great and

memorable are the remnants of antiquity to be found in this diftrift, the camp of

Caraftacus^ being yet in high prefervation on the hills towards Clunn, and that of

Casfar eafily to be traced on an eminence impending over the valley ; Offa's dyke

alio paffts by Knighton, extending from the mouth of the Dee in a flant direftion

acrol's the kingdom to Weymouth.
In this valley the rich groves of Brampton Bryan, on old feat of the Oxford fa-

mily, ufed to adorn the ftecp fides of its extcnfive park; but thefe have lately 1 een

defpoiled of their grandeur by the ruthlefe axe, leaving a naked territory to bewail

the
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the lofs of its chief ornament. At the pleafant village and bridge of Lentwardinc wc
left the Ludlow road, and crciring feveral hills on the right of the valley of the Tenie,

foon came to Prefteigne, the modern capital of Radnorfhire. This place exhibits

ftrong traces of an original extent and grandeur, far fuperior to its prefent appear-

ance ; its few remaining ibccts are neat and well-formed, and a plealant public walk
is traced round the eminence which was the fite of its caftle, from whe-nce the little

vale cnclofmg Prelteigne, and watered by the Lug, appears to great advantage, with

an ancient Gothic manfion riling from a rock in its centre.

"^I'he firft confiderable afcent from Prefteigne brought us into the righ plain of Here-
fordfliire, ant! pafling under Lord Oxford's extenfive park and flieep-walks at Eywood,
we qame ito Kington, a confiderable market town at the edge of the county, ob-

fervable only for the pleafing view from its church-yard. Here we turned again into

Radnorfliir.:, purfuing a romantic defcent beneath the lofty rock of Stanner, till the

high church of Old Radnor appeared on a fummit above a fmall plain, which we
crolfcd between two handfome feats belonging to two families bearing the name of

Lewis, to arrive at the county town of New Radnor. Old Radnor, though formerly

a Roman flation, has little to boafl: of except its church, fcarcely equalling the dig-

nity of a village, though I believe it fhares in the privileges of a borough with New^
Radnor, which is very little its fuperior. A more beggarly place indeed than the

latter can hardly be imagined, confifting of a few miferable cottages which form an
irregular ftreet, with a building like a barn for its county hall, and almoft buried

within that verdant chain of hills which, rifmg in a variety of high points, covered

with grafs to the tup, enclofe the- diftriO; bearing the name of Radnor foreft. Wind-
ing for a long time within their hollovts, we vifited the catarad, which, from its pre-

cipitous defcent, has obtained the name of " Water breaks its neck." Our expec-

tations were perhaps raifed too high from the fame this waterfall had acquired ; but

when we faw it, neither the body of water nor its pofition appeared very remarkable.

At length we emerged from this confined pafs, and leaving the direft trad to Rhyader-
gowy on the right, entered a wild plain not unmixed with fine features, but almoft

impervious to a carriage.

The public ways of Radnorfliire may indeed be juftly cenfured, and their turn-

pike roads may rank among the worft in the kingdom ; for, notwithftanding the

frequency of their tolls, and the abundance of good materials in the country, they

are generally fuffered to languilh in a fhameful flate of negleft, for want of a little pub-

lic fpirit. The track which w^e purfued now, finking from a bad turnpike-road into a

rugged cart-way, led us with fome hazard and confiderable inconvenience to the banks
of the Wye, which we crofled to re-enter the town of Builth in Brecknock-
Jhire.

Having taken a farewell view of the charming vicinage of this place from its bridge,

and the mount of its caftle, we proceeded on the banks of the Wye down one of the

moft beautiful vallics in the kingdoifi, to the Hay. That noble river rolling with ma-
jeftic rapidity, and fometimes precipitating itfelf over great ledges of rock, formed

the courfe of the valley with inexprefiible grandeur, frequently difporting itfelf in

broad curves, and fweeping all the level. The road, formed principally on a high

bank, dii'clofed all the beauties of this enchanting diftrid:, where the bold rocks of

Abereddo, with the grafly and wooded hills ot Radnorfliire, contrafled the wilder

emmences of Brccknockfliire, which terminated proudly in the broad expanfe, deep

furrows, and abrupt points, of the black mountain, bounding the horizon at a con-

fiderable diftance.
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In the centre of this charming territory the rich groves and CKtenfive domain of

Llangoed cafUe appeared to languifli in undeferved neglect, and deplore the fate

which, after a long and ruinous defertion, has configned them to a Itranger. Not
far from hence we reached the little public houfe and hamlet of Erwood, in one of

the mod delightful fpots that can be formed by nature, where a rapid ftream ruflies

fi-om the mountains beneath a high wooded hill, and falls precipitoufly into the Wye,
which there forms one of its boldefl: cui'ves round the Radnorfhire bank, fweetly

chequered with villages and hanging woods. Here we found a wonderfully neat

houfe, plenty of ruitic fare, and a cheerful old landlady, who might jufily be

ftyled,

' tlie gay hiftorian of the I'liiiliiig plain."

We now approached nearer to the Black-mountain, which towering over the in-

tervening hills that formed its bafe, appeared the fole monarch of the country, till a

valley opening abruptly on the right, difclofed the fuperior heights and pointed fum-

mits of the Van of lirecknock. The Wye, there arrefled in its courfe by thefe

mighty barriers, turned abruptly to the left ; when entering a richer and more ex-

panded vale, it defcended in a clear, but ftill impetuous itream, into the great plain

of Herefordfliire, all whofe riches then difclofed thcmfelves to fight. We con-

tinued on Its banks, leaving Maefleugh, the fine fituation of Mr. Wilkins, on the

oppofite hill of Radnorfhire, and foon joining the Brecknock turnpike road, pro-

ceeded by the ruins of the late elegant bridge of Glaibury to the Hay, a fmall market
town at the extremity of Brecknockfliire.

The Hay has little to boafl: of in its Interior, except the remains of Its ancient caftlei

which is now converted into a modern houfe belonging to the Wellington family,

but the view from its church-yard is ftriking. It has fuifered a great lofs In its large

ftone bridge, which (together with thofe of Glafbury and Whitney) was carried away

by the refiftlefs torrent of the Wye in the winter of 1794. Awkward ferries, bad
fords, and temporary wooden bridges, have fince formed the only communication

between this part of the country and the numerous villages on the oppofite bank of

Radnorfhire, to one of which we directed our courfe for the purpofe of vifiting my
moft valuable friend the Rev. Mr. Edwards, the archdeacon of Brecknock, and rec-

tor of Clyro, where he refides.

This difllnguifhed charafter, poffefTrng all the elegance of literary acquifitlon and
all the urbanity of poliflied life, forms the rare union of thofe captivating qualities

with the higher virtues of flridt Integrity, and adive goodnefs devoted to the fervice

of his God and his country. His decorous and attentive performance of his pro-

fefTional duties can only be equalled by the judgment and Incorruptible fidelity with

which he difpenfes juftice as a magiftrate, and thofe eminently convivial talents vi'Ith

which he fwectens the hours of relaxation, adapting his converfatlon with wonder-

iul fuccefs to all ranks of people which fall within his enlarged or contrafted

circle.

This imperfeft, but jufl tribute of praife, will, I hope, be excufed from one who
has often profited by his experience, been benefited by his frlendfliip, and tried the real

value of his fociety both in this and In foreign countries. Neil her can his lady be

exempted from her due fhare of commendation, who, though a foreigner by birih,

has imported the lively fenfe, without the vanity or follies, of her country ; and who
truly participates with her worthy hufband in difpcnfing the bleflings of fociety, and

in



skrine's tours through wales, 6h

in all the energy of doing good. Thus this excellent pair live, refpeclcd by a ruftic

neighbourhood, who, equally with their more polifhed vifitors, enliven the focial board

of Clyro, where, often admitted as a gueft, I have experienced the highefl enjoyment

of a hofpitable welcome.

The village of Clyro, undiflinguiflicd in itfelf, is buried beneath the Radiiorfhire

range of hills, nor does the paifonage houfe, a low and indifferent flrudure, partake

of a more advantageous fituation ; but a fmall temple in its upper garden commands
mod of the tranfcendent beauties of the vale of the Wye, in a happy, but not very

elevated pofition. Thefe appear in a much greater difplay from an adjacent liill in

what is called the forefl; of Clyro, where the point of profpcdl is marked by a fmgle

tree. Towards Wales the mountains range themfelves in a grand amphitheatre, with

confiderable intervals formed by the gaps through which the feveral vallies delcend

;

the mofl confpicuous among thefe are the bold projedions and indented fides of the

Black mountain, the hill cf Talgarth, and the Van, which, like a fecond Vefuvius,

exalts its two volcanic fummits, riling from its broad bafe with inconceivable grandeur.

From this mountainous outline many infulated hil's ftart forth into the plain, clothed

with wood, and marked by villages or white buildings ; raoft of thefe form little val-

lies of their own, whofe tributary ftreams increafe the waters of the Wye, proudly

winding in various folds between its verdant and enamelled meads. Towards Eng-

land, a far different fcene expands itfelf In the vaft plain of Herefordfhire, covered

with orchards, and abounding in partures and fertility, through which the Wye flows

in placid beauty, and gaining in depth what it lofes in rapidity, ftill preferves the ori-

ginal bold character it derives from its native mountains. 'All the riches of Ceres

and Pomona are here expofed to view, amid ff woods, meadows, towns, and villages;

fine hills crowned with plantations ftart up in every part of this happy plain, and on
one of thefe the tower of Clifford church prefents a diftinguilhed objefl: above the plc-

turefque remains of its caftle. Neither is the diftant boundary unequal to the ex-

panfe it comprehends ; the Clay hills in Shropflilre, and thofe of Malvern in Worcef-

terfhlre, doling the whole with their bold outline ; while thofe of Garnons, Foxley,

and DInmoor, terminating in the two conic hills called Robin Hood's butts, in the

plain of Leomlnfter, form the intermediate divifion. On- the right, juft in front of the

golden vale, Mawbech hill projects into the plain with ftriking grandeur, croffed by

the park-like groves of More-wood, which, defcending from a nearer eminence, feem

to clofe in with the Black mountain, and overhang the town and caftle of the Hay, be-

hind fmall intermediate vallies.

In the cheerful foclety of our friends at Clyro, and in the midft of fuch fine natural

fcenery, our limited time appeared to fly with a double portion of rapidity, and we
unwillingly refumed our courfe of travel, returning to the Hay ; clofe to which town

we croffed the little brook wl:Ich divides Brecknocklhire from England. We now
paffed through a rich part of Plcrefordlliirc, abounding in hill and dale, and finely mark-

ed by the windings of the Wye, which we croffed by a plain bridge at Bredwardine,

clofe beneath the Mawbech hill, and adjoining to Moccas court, the feat of Sir George

Cornewall. The next afcent br^ufrhtus to Mr. Cotterell's bold fituation and ornamented

grounds at Garnons ; foon after w(;!ch we entered the great level in which the ancient

city of Hereford is fituated on the L-a.^ks cf the Wye, furrounded with rich paftures

and innumerable orchards.

This place has experienced great improvement in the courfe of the laft ten years,

and though it cannot boaft of the trade of Glocefter, or the courtly polifli of Worcef-

ter, it excels many of our diftant cities in the width and neatnefs of its flreets.

4 I 2 The
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The cathedral has lately undergone a confiderable repair in confequence of the

fall of its rich weftern tower, and I have fcarcely ever feen the modern unite fo

well with the ancient in a Gothic building. Nearly adjoining to the Clofe is the

pleafant public walk of the Caftle-green, which, together with the Bifhop's garden,

commands the' rich country, orchards, and hills, towards Rofs, and the Wye with

its old bridge.

Purfuing the Worceder road from Hereford through a pleafant country, we paflfed

a fine feat of Mr. Foley at Stoke Edith ; and as we approached the high fpire of Led-

bury, appeai'ing to rife out of a tufted grove, we began to emerge from the flat we
had fo long traverfed. A variety of rich fcenery amidfl woods, orchards, and fleep

hanging grounds, attended our long afcent to the fummit of the Malvern hills, which

undulating in a long waving ridge, and rifing in high grafly points, formed a flriking

boundary to two very different countries.

Here the rich traft of Hereford fliire appeared in full difplay, backed by the Radjior-

fhire hills and the mountains of Brecknockfhire, while on the oppofite fide the almoft

boundlel's plain of Evefham loft itfelf in the diftant eminences of Warwickfliire and the

Cottefwold hills, which, with their winding outline, comprehended all the vale of Glo-

cefterfhire. The proud cities of Glocefter and Worceller, with their lofty cathedrals

and numerous fpires, flood forward in the plain ; the Severn might here and there be

faintly traced in the expanfe below, chequered with countlefs villages, and the two

towns of Upton and Tewkefbury with its abbey, appeared in front of the great projeft-

ing hill of Bredon.

A gradual defcent brought us to a fine hanging level, yet far above the plain, and
commanding all its objedls, on which an excellent gravel road conduded us to the

wells of Malvern, fituated on a flielf about halfway up the eaftern fide of the hill

Here we found a large public-houfe after the manner of thofe of Matlock, Buxton,

and Harrowgate, and a great crowd of company, whom the beauty of the prof-

peft, the purity of the air, and the celebrity of the water, had attracted to this

pleafant fpot. The neighbouring villages of Great and Little Malvern, fland at

each extremity of this charming terrace, the former of which abounds in inns and
lodging-houfes for fuch of the company as do not refide at the wells. Here alfo is

a fine old church, in form almoft a cathedral, and an ancient gateway, both of which
originally belonged to the abbey of IVIalvern, of which they form nearly the fole re-

mains.

From Great Malvern the defcent was rapid into the plain, where, at the diltance

of about eight miles, we reached the new grand approach to Worcefter, crolTing the

Severn by a magnificent ftone bridge. This flourifhing city, though inferior to

Glocefter in its trade, is greatly above it in the regularity of its buildings, and the

beauty of its fituation on a bank floping to the Severn, which waflics its walls with a

ftream lefs clear and rapid, but broader than the Wye. The High flreet extends

nearly along the whole ridge, and ending in the Foregate ftrcet towards the north,

prcfents an appearance of opulence in its lliops and handfome houfes, rarely to be

feen at a diflance from the capital. Hence has Worceller been long diftinguilhed as

themoft poliflied city in this part of England, and many confiderable f;unilies from the

neighbouring counties, and from Wales, have made it their winter refidence. Nei-

ther is its trade unworthy of mention, the Severn being navigable from Shrevvfbury,

and aided by numerous canals, conveying all the traffic of Colebrook dale, Birming-

ham,- and its vicinage; within its walls alfo is eftabliflied a juftly celebrated china ma-
•nufaclory. The remains of its caftle, except a high mount, are not large ; but the

noble

I
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noble fl.ru£lureof its cathedral exalts itfclf far above the numerous churches of this city.

Lcfs cxquifite in its ornaments than that of Glocefler, its great characleriftic excellence

confiils in its height, fpace, and the lightnefs of its architecture, to wliich the lofty-

pinnacles rifmg from every termination of the building, as well as from the tower, con-

tribute not a little ; neither fhould the peculiar neatncfs which prevails within, be dif-

regarded.

Worcefler, like Glocefler, was a great Roman ftation, and may equally be call-

ed a frontier city of England towards South Wales ; here therefore the tour of that

part of the principality fliould naturally terminate, and from hence, tiirough fome

of the intermediate Englilh counties, 1 mean to commence my defcription of North.

Wales.

TOUR OF NORTH WALES.

Chap. I. — Conmiencement of the Tour of North Wales from Worcefler.— Crome.—'

Tewkefbury.— Fine Views from Toddington Park and Bredon Hill.—Evcfham.—Al-

cejler.—Straford on Avon.—Warwick and its Caflle.—Gtiy^s Cliff.—Kenekvorth Caf-

tle.—Coventry.—Meriden.—Packington Hall and Church.—Birmingha?n.—Hailes

Owen.—The Leafowes.—Hagley.—Envill.—Bridgnorth.—Striking Scenery of Apley

Terrace.—Colcbrook Dale, and the iron Bridge.—Buildwas Abbey.—Singular Form

off and great Profped.from the Wrckin Hill,—Grand Approach to Shrewjbury.

THE fweep of country between Worcefler and the two great avenues to North
Wales, through Shrewfbury and Chefler, comprehends a mofl interefling part of Eng-

land, abounding in flourifhing manufadlures, fine feats, and flriking points of view. To
purfue that line of connexion, therefore, does not feem foreign to the defign of thefe

travels, nor does the approach to the mountainous difplay of North Wales lofe its effeft

after the contrail exhibited by the rich plains and ornamented feats of Warwickfhire,

StafFordfliire, and Shropfliire.

Deep in the vale of Evefliam, and nearly oppofite to Malvern, we found Crome, the

elegant feat of the Earl of Coventry, Nature has contributed little to its beauties,

but the powers of art, and the tranfcendent fkill of Brown, have been bleft with un-

common fuccefs. Wood, water, and ornamented buildings, are here difperfed with

great talle and profufion, and even a femblanceof hill and dale is produced, by labour

and judicious defign, out of an almofl undillinguifhed level. Our road from thence

led us through the pleafant village of Severn- lloke, on the banks of the Severn, with

abundance of fine views, till we crofTed the Warv/ickfhire Avon near its conflux with

that river, and defcended to the old town of Tewkefbury, now only obfervable for the

llately fabric of its abbey church.

A vale equally rich, but Id's extenfive than that of Evefliam, (Iretches up fron^

Tewkefbury to the Cottefwold hills ; near the upper end of which lies the fine park

of Lord Tracy, at fome diflance from his old collegiate houfe, and the adjacent village.

This beautiful trafi: of ground covers feveral well-planted hills, gently rifing from the

plain, and commands a full view of all its flriking boundaries, from the diftant ridge

of
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of Malvei n to the nearer amphitheatre of the Cottefvvold range, in whofe indented

hollows the groves of Stanway and Corfcombe appear finely fufpended, and beneath

which the Gothic church and town of Winchcoiiibe exhibit confpicuous objetts. Hailes

abbey alfo, founded by Richard, the fecond fon of King John, for Ciftertian monks,

and Sude'y caftle, built by Ralph de Boteler, high trcafurer of England in the reign of

Henry VI. but afterwards given to the Chandos family, occupy in view fine pofitions

beneath the hills.

The great mafs of Bredon hill here divides this vale from that of Evefham, and the

profpeft from its furamit is wonderfully extcnfive, including the two cities of Glocelter

and Worcefler, with numberlefs towns and villages. Having climbed this hill by a

very bad road, a precipitate defcent brought us to the old town of Evefliam, buried in

its rich vale, on the banks of the Avon, over wliich it has a long ftone bridge. Some
inconfiderable remains of its abbey are yet extant, but we chiefly admired a high Gothic

tower over anarch of exquifite workmanfliip, detached from its church and all other

buildings.

Here we left this great level, which extended in fight to Broadway at the foot of the

Gottefwold hills, and as we advanced into Warwickfliire, pafTed by Ragley, a noble feat

of the marquis of Hertford, on a high eminence above the little town of Alcefter. A
more open country fucceedcd, and the inequalities of the Ilmington and Meon hills

formed a fine boundary in front, as we came in fight of the fpire of Stratford on

Avon, a town well known for having given birth to our great dramatic poet. A
confiderable air of antiquity prevails in this place, and moil of the oldefl; houfes are

built of timber and plaifter, after the manner of many towns in Shropfliire and Che-

fhire, but the central ftreets have undergone much modern improvement. Every

thing here feems devoted to perpetuate the memory of the bard ; his picture is fuf-

pended oppofite to that of his great fupporter Garrick in the town hall ; his tomb

aifo, like that of Medina's prophet, attracts a train of pilgrims fcarcely inferior in de-

votion ; and the real, or pretended, remains of his mulberry-tree are difperl'ed with a

fervour, almofl equal to that which attends the reliques of popery. The church of

Stratford is a confiderable Gothic ftrufture, and in its chancel is the bull: of Shakef-

peare, which has lately by fome innovating fpirit been abfurdly covered with a white

plaifter, disfiguring thofe features which were far more confpicuous in their uncouth

colouring. 'l"he town extends from the church in feveral parallel ftreets on

the north bank of the Avon, to the long bridge which conneds it with the oppofite

fhore.

,We deviated a little from the dired road to vifit the old feat of Mr. Lucy at Charl-

ton, in the park of whofe anceftor Shakefpeare is faid to have ftolen the deer of fa-

mous memory. Few places have fuft'ered fo little alteration in the courfe of fo many
years, and the Gothic points of the houfe, with its ftately avenues, yet uninjured and

un-clumped by art, keep up the intereft of the anecdote, be it true or fabulous, and

bring back our fancy to the golden days of queen Elizabeth. A well wooded and

cullivatcd country, abounding in gentle eminences, now encompaffed us, till the lofty

tower of Warwick church, and the majcflic baftions of its caftle, appeared

high above the houfes of the town, proudly covering the fummit of a confiderable

hill.

Independent of its commanding fituation, Warwick may boafl: an air of ncatnefs and

ornament fuperiur to moll country towns; great part of which, perhaps, it owes to a

fire, by which moft of the old houfes were deflroyed early in this century. Its principal

Jlreet is perfectly llraight iuid uniform, with a chapel over a gateway at each extre-

14 mity.
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miu% as the hill defcends: the town and county halls are elegant modern buildings,

and the new gaol is a grand, though heavy (Iruditure. St. Mary's church is a {lately

edifice rifing fVoni the highcit ground in tlie centre of tin- town, but its tower, though
lotiy and full of ornament, does not correctly agree with the lighter Gothic of the

aiile and chapel, which alfo differ from each other ; in the latter is a fme monument of
Nevil earl of Warwick. The environs of this place are remarkably pleafant from the

views commanded on every fide over a cheerful country; ami the walk belonging to

the priory, which is now a handfome feat of the Wife family forms an agreeable pro-

menade to the ttAvn.

Rather below the high flreet, towards the fouth-eafl, encompalTed by a chain of em-
battled walls and lofty baitions, the great baronial caftle of Warwick exalts its mighty
towers with a moll impofing air of grandeur, and, incorporated with the fteep cliif

which forms its foundation, impends over the channel of the placid Avon. This grand
feat of tht Earls of Warwick has undergone much improvement in the courfe of the

lalt century, but principally fmce the fucceilion of its prefent noble owner, who by
building a fme Itone bridge of one arch over the Avon, and turning the public road
towards it, has releafed his majeltic pile from the confinement of modern walls and an
irregular ftrect of the town, which adjoined to them. The prefent approach, the

whole of which is not yet finiflied, opens from the north end of the high ftreet acrofs a

new-created lawn to the great gateway, through which a long chain of arches, guarded
by a double portcullis, leads by a flight afcent to the central court of the caftle. Se-

veral high tov/ers, one of which rs attributed to Guy, encompafs this noble area, and,

uniting with the well planted mount v/hich formed the keep, conneft the decayed with

the inhabited parts of the caftle. The fuite of apartments, and particularly the half,

are fplendid ; to which feveral new rooms have been added in a talfe not incongruous

with the ancient building; neither are they deficient in paintings and other well dif-

pyfed ornaments, but the delightful profpecl they command is by far the mofl flriking

feature of the place. Beneath, the cliff on which the caftle is founded, defcends ab-

ruptly to the Avon, v/hich flowing through the numerous arches of an old Gothic

bridge, and fupplying the mill connecl:ed with the caftle, winds charmingly through the

lawusof the park and garden, pafling beneath a fecond high Kialto bridge of one arch

near their extremity. Some few venerable groves, aided by a great variety of rifing

plantations, adorn the enlarged expanfe of the park, beyond which a cheerful,,

populous, and well wooded country extends in fight to the boundaries of

Edge hill towards Oxfordfhire, and the Ilmington hills towards Gloceflerfliire.

About a mile from Warwick, on the Coventry road, we found the curious manfion

of Guy's cliff, a feat of the Greathead family. This houfe alfo is incorporated with a

fandy cliff impending over the Avon, and the ftalls of the (table are hewn out of the

rock in a very remarkable manner In the chapel is a gigantic Itatue of Guy Earl

cf Warwick, the legendary champion x)f this country, and in the garden are fliewn his

well and cave which he is fuppofed to have made his hermitage when he retired from
life. Thefe memorials of a hero, whether real or fabulous, fail not to excite an en-

thufiaflic refpedl for his memory in the country, nor are the huge remnants of his ar-

mour preferved at the caftle together with his enormous porridge pot and the rib of

the dun cow, contemplated without a degree of admiration nearly appi-oaching to

awe.

An admirable road conduced us from Guy's cliff to Kenclworth, where we viewed

the rich remains of its once princely callle, the more ancient parts of which are in to-

lerable
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lerable prefervation, while the fpiendid additions of Lord Leicefter have fubniitted to

an earlier decay. A highly pidurefque ruin, intermixed with wood and overgrown

w-ith ivv, now alone marks the fpot where the favourite of Elizabeth expended all the

treafures of her bounty, and entertained his miftrefs with a difplay of magnificence

which 'few kings could emulate. Stoneleigh abbey, a fine feat of the Leigh family,

lay on the right, beyond which the groves of Baggington clothed a high eminence,

where the vale, expanding and opening towards the entrance of Leiceflierfhire, exhi-

biting the populous city and three high fpires of Coventry rifing out of its bofom. A
bare heath lately covered this traft of countiy, but verdant inclofures have fince en-

tirely occupied the fpace; over which, through regular plantations and a finely formed

avenue, we approached the walls of Coventry. This city has few objeds except its

churches to boafl: of, and even the architecture of thefe is much injured by the

crumbling nature of the red ftone with which they are conltructed. The ftreets of

Coventry are almoft uniformly narrow and inconvenient ; the paflage through the city

is alfo in general much crowded and obftructed , while that appearance of dirt and po-

pulation exifts throughout which marks many of our manufacturing towns. The ludi-

crous figure of Peeping Tom hangs ftill fufpended from a window in the principal

ftreet, but the venerable old gates have been abfurdly deftroyed, and the rich

Gothic crofs of Coventry, matchlels in its architecture, has fliared the fame

fate.

We left this difagreeable place without regret, and foon arrived at the hofpitable

manfion of Mr. Digby, near the plealant village of Meriden, in the grounds of which

much tafte and expence have been beftov/ed by their prefent worthy owner with con-

fiderable fuccefs. Packington hall, the great feat of Lord Aylesford, is nearly ad-

joining, in whofe park we were fhewn a church of a very fingular conflrudion, lately

built by his lordfhip. Its difpofition within is not lefs remarkable, and though we ac-

knowledged fully the principle, that all ftation and human pre-eminence were ufelefs, if

not improper, in the houfe of God, yet did it feem a little dangerous fuddenly to admit

a fyftem of ftudied equality, the real meaning and motions of which might, in this

age, be fo eafily miftaken or reprefented. Lord Aylesford has been fuccei'sful in the

flrufture and pofition of his houfe, the ornamental parts of his grounds, and above all,

in the formation of a noble flieet of water by which it is approached, except that its

head is rather too apparent.

The country now grew flat and lefs dillinguilhed by diftant objefts, but abundance of

fmoak iffuing from the furrounding collieries, and fpruce villas flarting up on every

fide indicated our approach to the great trading town of Birmingham. 'J'hat inmienfe

capital of the iron manufactures which are fpread over this part of the three counties

of Stafford, Warwick, and Worceftcr, exalts its footy towers and fpires aniidft inceffant

volumes of fmoak, and the perpetual din of innumerable forges. An air of fuccefsful

opulence prevails throughout this crowded place, which, in fpite of fome confiderable

modern improvements, and the addition of a fpiendid theatre with feveral fuperb ftreets,

flill bears but a dil'agreeable afpedt. Its works, however, are well worthy of a tra-

veller's obfervation, and thofe of Mr. Clay and Mr. Bolton, are extenfivc

and cinious, the latter forming a feparate town at Soho, in the vicinage of Bir-

mingham.
Soon after we emerged from the dark atmofphere of Birmingham, we found our-

felves tranflatcd into a pleafanter and more varied country, from one of the bounda-

ries of which we defcended into the richly ornamented plain which unites the northern

7 border
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border of Worcefterfliire with StaffordOiire and part of Shropfiiire. Ihe profpeft

was both delightful and extenfive, ftretching otit to the dillant rid;:;cs of the Clay hills

and thole of Malvern, while in I'le nearer landfcape the picturefniie fpire of Hailcs

Owen rofe in taper beauty from the vale below, and the high points or ilie CIciu hills,

immediately on our left, appeared clad with tuftt:d groves and rich patches of wood.

In a romantic dell, formed beneath their hollow r, and afcending to the funuiiit of the

eminence on which we Hood awhile to enjoy this view, the delightful gardens of the

Leafowes invited the charmed traveller to admire the talte with which Shenflone had

decorated them ; and flill further, all the rich plantations and ornamented buildings ot

Hagley burlt upon the fight with great force and beauty. A minute defcription ot

places, fo well known and fo much admired, mult be tedious and unneccflary ; fufEce it,

therefore, to fay, that (except the fmgle article of water, which in both thefe places is

formal and depending on temporary fupplies) all that claflic tafle, elegant ornament,

and a judicious difpofition of objects can efleft, is there combined with the tranfcendcnt

charms with which nature has decorated thofe happy fpots.

Fi-om Hagley we foon entered i^Staft'ordfliire, and palling through the old town of

Stourbridge, famous for its glafs manufafture, crofTed feveral wild heaths by a very bad

road to reach Envill, the fine feat of Lord Stamford. The grounds here are extenfive,

and the frequent intervention of woods forms an agreeable contrail to a country which

moflly abounds in heath. A mofs-grown pr.th, gently winding through thefe groves,

•and occafionally relieved by feveral well fancied feats, leads to a high terrace conimu-

nicating with fome extenfive flieep-walks, but the water (as at Hagley and the Lea-

fowes; is unequal to the place, confifting of a few canals lefs formal than the former,

and various cafcades, which, though not unattended with fome (Iriking effect, are yet

only fed by temporary and artificial fupplies. The terrace and the upper Iheep grounds

command a view both wonderfidly extenfive and fingular, ftretching in a wide circle

to the Clcnt Cley, and Malvern Hills, with the Wrekin in Shropfliire; before the

former of which the rich groves of Hagley and the cultivated diilrict adjoining to Wor-
ceilerfhire, appear to great advantage acrofs the wild heaths of Staflordlhire. The
houfe is a large pile, and has been greatly added to in modern times ; its fituation,

though low, is pleafing from the neatnefs of the flirubberies that furround it, and the

variety of fine trees feathering to the ground on every fide. Both Hagley and Envill

have plcafant rural inns near their parks, and when firfl: I vifited the latter, it was kept

by a lenfible veteran, who rejoiced in his tranquil retirement " under the fliadow of a

worthy nobleman."

A woody country, terminating in the bare heath called the Moff of Bridgnorth,

brought us to that curious town in Shropfhire, mod fingularly fituated on a high rock

above the Severn, from which a flreet incredibly fteep and narrow defcends to the

lower town, and its long Gothic bridge over the river. To avoid this dangerous de-

clivity a new road is formed round the Cliff with great expence and labour, which taking

a confiderable compafs enters the upper town at the fouth gate of the principal fireet,

which is wide and well-formed, with a fpacious market place In the centre. On the

fummit of the hill flood the ancient caftle of Bridgnorth, feveral fragments of which

flill remain, and among them is a large oblong leaning tower, many feet out of the

perpendicular. Clofely adjoining to thefe is a fine new church, rather too like a theatre

in its flructure and decoration, and round the whole a pleafant public walk is carried,

part of which is fufpended on the Cliff, from whence the views of the two towns, the

river, the bridge, and the furrounding country, are delightfully romantic. A very in-

different fandy road, intermixed with rock, conveyed us to Mr. Whitmorc's terrace

voi. II. 4 K at
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at Apley park, fo much admired, and fo well defcribed by the late Lord Lyttelton. It

confifts of a ridge of wood above a mile in length, waving over feveral unequal fummits,

below which many rugged piles of rocks, peep out amidfl: the mafs of trees which fea-

ther down to the banks of the river. Its diftant profpect is extenfive, comprehending
the Clent, Malvern, and Cley hills, with the Wrekin, beyond which fome of the

"Welch mountains appear at a great diftance. But the nearer view is moll enchant-

ing, which purfues the proud ftreani of the Severn, rolling between the boldell rocks

on one fide, and the richefl meadows on the other, to the romantic town and bridge

of Bidgnorth, while another reach of the fame great river, in a different point of view,

encompalTes the groves of the park of Apley, and the knowl on which its venerable

pile is placed. The terrace, with it profufe clothing of wood and rock, impends per-

pendicularly over the point in which thele two fine reaches meet, and commands the fe-

veral beauties of each in high perfeftion.

Traverfing from hence the high grounds near ShifTnall, we made a precipitate defcent

to the romantic fcene of Colebrooke Dale, where the river, winding between a variety

of high wooded hills, oppofite to the forges of Brofeley, is crolfed by a bridge of one
arch, J CO feet in length, and formed entirely ol call iron, with ftrong ftone abutments,

which prefents at once a ilriking eifed in landfcape, and a llupendous fpecimen o/ the

powers of mechanifm. Another branch of the Dale is equally curious for its iron

works and forges, from the extremity of which a winding walk, cut through one of the

woods with which the hills are covered, overlooking the whole country, and orna-

mented with feveral neat temples, led us back to our inn at the bridge foot. By day,

the bufy fcene in its neighbourhood, and the vaft quantity of craft with which the

river is filled, add not a little to the intereft of the view ; while by night the numerous
fires arifing from the works or the oppofite hills, and along the feveral channels of the

two vallies, aided by the clangour of forges in every diredion, affeft the mind of one
unpradifed in thefe fcenes with an indefcribable fenfation of wonder, and tranfport

in fancy the claflic obferver to the work- (hop of Vulcan, or an epitome of the infernal

regions.

Our road now purfued the valley on the bank of the Severn, till we crofled it to fee

the ruin of Buildwas abbey, a fmall, but regular Gothic pile. We then furmounted a
high ridge, and as we pafled an elegant bridge built over the little river Torne by
Lord Berwick near his fine feat, the country expanded itfelf into the great vale of
Shropfliire, while clofe above us on the right, the Wrekin lifted its head high over the

neighbouring fummits. This fingular hill, fraooth and nearly uniform in its apparently

elliptic figure, rifes abruptly in the midft of a vaft plain, of which it forms the prin-

cipal feature and ornament. Strongly contrafted with the diftant and oppofite moun-
tains of North Wales, a foft grafly verdure prevails to its very fummit, intermixed with

a light clothing of fern, and rich patches of wood are pleafantly fcattered about its

hollows and its bafe, with juft rock enough to vary its decoration, without giving it a
mountainous character. It may juftly range among the firft order of hills, and the

profped it commands is wonderfully extenfive, comprehending the whole of Shrop-
fliire, with great part of the neighbouring counties, in a vaft circle, bounded by the

Cley, Malvern, and Clent hills, on the one fide, and thofe of Staffbrdfhire and Dcrby-
fhirc, with the forcft of Dclamcre in Cheftiire, on the other ; while in front the Den-
tighlhire Berouin extends its long range acrofs the plain, terminating in the bolder

mountains of Montgomeryftiire, aud the nearer ridge of rocky hills about Church
Stretton in Shropfliire. We crolVed the Severn by a plain ftone bridge about four

miles before we reached Shrewlbury, and repaffed it agan by one much more magni-
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ficent to enter that place, whofe fituation is fiiigularly beautiful on a high penliifuiar

hill, which the Severn alnioil cncompaflcs with a bold fweep of more than three

miles.

CliAP. W.—ShreiJ'Jhury.—Beauty and Jine Difpofition of the grounds at Hawkejlone

.

Striking Effett of its Grotle, and fplendid View from its Terrace.—Pleafont Inn of
Hawkejlone.— Ofiveflry.- Entrance of North Wales.—Chirk Caftle.— Wynnejlay.—
Erthig.—Wrexham.- Grefiford. —Antiquity, Opulence and Elegance ofChejler.—Mold.—Flint.—View of the A'Jluary of the Dee —Holywell and its ManufaSlures.— St.

WytiefrecTs Well afid Chapel.— Bafmgwork Abbey.—Wat's Dyke and Offa's Dyke.—
Great Viewfrom the Hillfouth of Holywell.— Beauty of the Vale of Clwydd.— Denbigh,

and its adjacent Linen Works.— City and Cathedral of St. Afapb.

SHREWSBURY being the great frontier town of England towards North Wales*
and the capital of a flourifhing coonty, is a place of great antiquity, and has from a very

early period of hiftory been a town of confiderable confequence. Two of its churches

are decorated with handfome fpires, and the modern rotunda of St. Chad is highly

ornamented, but, as well as the new church of Bridgnorth, feems rather more like a

theatre than a place worfhip. Two fplendid hofpitals crown the oppofite fteep bank of

the Sevgrn ; the county hall is an elegant modern (trudure, and the Ouarry-walk, fur-

rounding and crofling a field floping to the river, forms a delightful and well-fliaded

promenade. Thefe advantages, with the extreme beauty of its fituation, have

induced many famihes of North Wales and the neighbouring counties to make
Shrewfbury their winter refidence, and their houfes, ranged in the exterior circle of

the town towards the country, add much on every fide to its appearance. Yet mud
it be confeifed that the interior of this place is wofully deficient in convenience and
accommodation, the pavement execrable, and the buildings for the mofi: part indif-

ferent. The calUe, when firll I favv it, was in a very decayed flate, but it has fince

been repaired and modernized with fuccefs ; the view from its mount is extremely

beautiful, commanding the whole town, and the great circle of the Severn. The
Welch bridge alfo was a curious flrufture, with a high tower over its gateway, on
which was placed the ftatue of Llewellyn prince of Wales ; the paflage being narrow
and inconvenient, this bridge has been lately rebuilt, and a very handfome one of

ftone now fupplies its place, forming the principal avenue to Shrewfbury from North
Wales.

Hawkeflone, the juftly admired feat of Sir Richard Hill, made us deviate from the

ufual approach to North Wales, and follow the old Chefter road, a fandy and ill,

formed turnpike, leading through feveral homely villages, remarkable for their length

and the roughnefs of their paving. Turning to the right from this road, ten miles

from Shrewlbury, we palled through a cleft curioufly cut in the fandy rock which pre-

vails throughout all this country, and came fuddenly in fight of the paradife Sir

Richard Hill has formed in the midfl of a wafte, covered by almoft impervious trafts

offand. The talte with which this place is embelliflied is of a very fingular kind,

and its features are fo different from any other, that it is almoft impoflible for defcrip-

tion to do them juilice. Rich verdant lawns extend themfelves through the whole of
this charming territory, encircling high infulated hills, on which the red rock appears

finely intermixed with that profufion of timber which clothes them from their fummits

to their bafes. On one of thefe the fragments of a caille difplay themfelves, and in

4 K 7, afcending
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afcending another, the flranger is condufted through a dark fubterraneous pafliige of

great length, into a fpacious cavern, liighly arched, and illuminated with painted glafs

of various colours. This may indifputably be called tlie firfl grotto ia the kingdom,

nor is the effefl: ieflened when tiie opening of the folding-doors introduces the grand

burfl: of day-light, and alloniflies the fight with a mod enchanting landfcape, compre-

hending moil parts of the place aiul its environs, with the diliant country, from a pre-

cipitous height, encompaffed by broken pillars of the rock, and the arches of this ex-

traordinary building. The defcent is curioufly managed on the perpendicular fide of

the Cliff bv flights of fteps, which at length re-condufted us to the path we had quitted

to vifit this extraordinary cavern. Purfuing the courfe of the walks by another fuccef-

fion of Heps cut in the friable rock, we vv-ound through the thickeft part of the woods

which form the boundary of the place, and afcended to the high terrace, which ex-

tends in a bold curve along the fummit of the ridge for more than three miles. Its

abundant firade and verdure render this walk delightful, and at unequal diflances,

near feats judicioufly placed, openings in the the woods dilcover profpecls hardly to be

equalled in any part of England for extent or their peculiar features. On a high ele-

vation at the back of the terrace, a magnificent column is raifed, through which a

fpiral Hair cafe leads to a gallery round its fummit, commanding a moft amazing ex-

panfe of country ; moft of Shropfhire lies fpread beneath it, and the fpires of Shrewf-

bury appear to rife out of the centre of the plain, bounded on one fide by tke Cley

and Wrekin hills, with thofe of Brythen near Montgomery, and the long bold range

of the Berouin in Denbighfliire, through whofe frequent apertures fome ofthe vdlies

and interior mountains of North Wales may be traced. On the oppofue fide, the

heathy hills of Staifbrdfliire near Newcaftle, projeft before the higher eminences of the

Peak of Derbyfhire, w-hich terminate abruptly in the vaft plains of Chefhire and Lan-

cafliirc, \\ here the bare points of Delamere foreft and the rock of Beefton caftle appear

hke iflands in an unbounded ocean. Chefter and Liverpool, with their two great

aftuaries of the Dee and theMerfey, are not here vifible from their diftance, and the

flatnefs of the intervening k"^el ; but the eye, overlooking them, refts on fome points

near Wigan and Ormikirk in Lancashire, and the high grounds of Flinifnire, which

defcend to the Dee. Neither is the near ground Icfs worthy of obfervation, where

the fight, after traverfing the vaft expanfe of the diflant profpefts, rcpofes with plea-

fure on the woods, lawns, and rocks of the park and garden, together with the orna-

mented farms and fweetly cultivated grounds which- furround thei'n, and feparate them

from the adjoining heaths. Immediately beneath the north end of the terrace, under

a fine hanging grove of oaks, ftands the manfion of the place, a large brick building,

with fpacious wings, in the grand, but rather heavy tafte of architefture which pre-

vailed throughout the kingdom about the beginning of this century. The park ex-

tends far in front, being well kept, planted, and divided by a confiderable fhect of

water ; but the more ftriking features of the place in its groves, its rocks, and its

happy varieties of ground, are not vifible on this fide, which finks rather too uniform-

ly into the great level. From the village at ihe entrance of the place they appear

in the highelt perfedion, and the village in return, adorned with a neat modern church

in the Gothic tafte, and au admirable inn (equal in point of fituation and ftrufture to

many gentlemen's feats), adds greatly to the beauty of the walks. Few country

inns have fuch advantages, and the liberal manner in which Sir Richard Hill's place

i.s open to all ftrangers, adds much to the pleafure they experience in viewing it. The

whole, being nearly the creation of the prefent owner, does ample credit to his tafte
;

1 nor
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nor have fome few eccentricities in his buildings, his feats, and his infcriptions, an un-

plcafing air of fingularity. If the ftrictnefs of a too critic eye could objeft to them,

the cenfure inufl foon be abforbed in applaufe, where the mind is allowed to contem-

plate ihe rare inftance of a worthy and opulent country gentleman employing his

abundance in the embelii/hment of his place, and conftantly contributing to the fup-

porr and induftry of numbers in his neighbourhood.

After bellowing two days on this delightful fpot, we left it with regret, and traverfing

the {Jlain by Wem, fell into the great road near Ofweflry, a handfome market town,

on a high fituation under the Bcrouin, above which are the fmall remains of the caftlc.

Soon afterwards we eroded the little river Carriac in a deep glen, through which it

iflues from the mountains ; and there we firfl; entered the county of Denbigh, in that

part of the principality which bears the name of North Wales.

Chirk. Caftle, the noble feat of Mr. MIddleton, here attra6led our notice, and the

afcent by which we reached that lofty fummit, on which it towered over the groves of

oaks lurrounding Ir, was truly grand, winding between open groves, through which

frequent peeps of the diflant country were feen to great advantage. This cafHe was

founded on the fite of one more ancient by Mortimer, fon of Roger, baron of Wig-
more, in the time of Edward I. and after belonging to a variety of owners, came to

the Middletons in 1614. It is of a fquare form, with five heavy round towers and a

lofty gateway ; within, it contains a range of fpacious apartments ; but they lofe very

much of their effect by the windows being turned moflly to the Inner court, inftead of

opening to the vaft profpcfts which the high fituation of the callle commands. The
plantations are extenfive, covering the deep fide of the Berouin, afcending through

whicb by a variety of fine ridings, we had alternate views of the romantic glen of Car-

riac on one fide, and the open country on the other. From the fummit a more

ftrikingfcene prefented itfelf: towards England, the plain we had pafled through ''I n-

okiding the Wrekin and Cley hills, and the fpires of Shrewfbury, with Beeflon ca^Ue,

and the hills bounding the Vale Royal of Chefhire) lay fpread below us ; while on

the fide of Wales, Innumerable mountains, piled on each other, encompafled the

beautiful vale of Llangollen ; on the fummit of one of which the ruins of Dinas-Braam

taftle foared to the clouds, while the Dee rolled in a broad and rapid torrent through

the valley.

Returning from this eminence, which commands a view over 17 counties, to the

•houfe, we defcended through the park to two elegant lodges, which communicate with

the great road jufl where it divides into two branches ; one of which dcfcends by a

fine hanging fheif into the vale of Llangollen, and the other forms the direct road by

Wrexham to Chefler. A rapid defcent on the latter brought us to a bridge over the

Dee in a deep hollow, and by an oppofite fteep we approached the great feat of

Wynne-Stay, the ancient demefne of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, and his anceftors.

The park and grounds here are well laid out, and the profpeft towards Chirk

callle, and the great hills enclofing Llangollen is (Inking : but the place, as well as

the houfe, was, even when I laO: faw it. In an unfinifhed (fate, and, upon the whole,

rather difappointed me. The romantic fcenery of the Dee and its valley, at a fpot

called Nant-y-bell, at the extremity of the park, is much to be admired ; but it is ra-

ther too diflant from the place, and its accefs is not made fo eafy as it Ihould be.

The Bellan lake, in the park, is a fpacious fheet of water amidfl: large growing planta-

tions, which In time will be highly ornamental. A repaft, which the hofpItaUty of

Wynne-Stay provided for us, was doubly welcome, as the neighbouring town of

Rhuabon was occupied by its wake ; where, as we pafled afterwards, we were much
enter-
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entertained vvlih the humor? of a Welch play, perfoi-med on an open (lage. Though
the language was unintelligible, and the plot not to be developed, the ftrange gef-

turesof theaftors, and the gaping attention of the multitude, could not fail to excite

in us that intereft which novelty iiifpires. Erthig, the elegant feat of Mr. Yorke, lay

in our way to Wrexham ; nor could we enough admire the beauty of its plantations,

and the tafte with which they are embelliflied throughout. Th^v cover an oblong hill,

floping down to two valle)s pleafantly watered, between which are vefliges of fome

fmall but flrong entrenchments, faid to have been a Roman fort, Wrexham is a

large, dirty, and ill-paved town, but the rich tower of its church, on which is the

date of 1506, is a complete fpecinien of the ornamented Gothic which prevailed in the

reign of Henry VII. The village of Grefsford alfo prefented another handfome

church, as we paffed along a fine terrace at the foot of the Bercuin, commanding the

great plain;; of Shropfliire and Chelhire in high perfeftion, and entering the latter coun-

ty from Denbighfhire, approached the venerable walls and towers of Chefter, croffing

its long old bridge over the Dee.

This refpeftable city has long been vifited and admired for the fingularity of its ar

chitedure, and the antique appearance of its buildings, mod o' which in the four crofs

flreets are of timber, with galleries called " The Rows," in the fecond (lory, which

being afcended by open flair- cafes, form the public foot-paths. The cathedral and

chapter-houfe are curious Gothic buildings, and the walkfufpended on the walls which

jTurround the city, terminating in thecaftle, forms a mofl; extraordinary and interefting

promenade. The commerce arifing from a great navigable river, and the vicinage of

Manchefter, with its furrounding manufaftures, have contributed much to enrich

Chefter, which has long been diflinguiflied as the refidence of feveral opulent fa-

milies from Ireland, North Wales, and the neighbouring counties. Hence have

good modern houfes ftarted up in all the interior of the circle within the walls, and

hence has Chefter been celebrated for the pf)litenefs of its inhabitants, the agreeable

ilate of its fociety, and the elegance of its amufements. This being the frontier city

of England towards North Wales and Ireland, has long been the principal approach

to the former, and the great thoroughfare to the latter country ; the new Irifh road

however, which has of late years been formed by Shrewfbury and Llangollen,

has in fome degree fupcrfeded it, being rather nearer, and miffing a bad ferry over

ihe Conway.
Returning over the bridge of Chefter, we now took our leave of the Englifti ter-

rltor)', and re-entered North Wales as we paffed the confine of Flintfliire, This

little county exhibits great variety of ground diftributed in marflies, mountains, and

a fmall cultivated diftrid ; it alfo contains two county towns, and a flouriftiing place

of manufafture. Mold, the modern feat of the grand feffion, lies in a hollow fur-

rounded hy fome rude hills on the left of the great road ; and Flint, the antient,

but defertcd, capital of the county, is buried on the right in a marfli near the Dee.

Both of thefe are inconfiderable places, and the latter, being almoft uninhabited from

its unhealthy fituation, is diftinguiftiable only by a great hofpital and the remains of its

caftle. The large town of Holywell, from its neighbouring manufadures and its

eafy accefs to the fea, has fwelled into the great mart of this country, and as we ap-

proached it, the view of the aeftuary of the Dee opened grandly on the right about

Northope, extanding behind us to Chefter, while the oppofite towns of Flint and
Park-gate marked the centre of the channel. The town of Holywell is fpacious,

but irregular, and its houfes are tinged with the fmoak arifing from its various works.

MoU. of thefe are carried on in a deep hollow beneath the town, where the little (I ream
flowing
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flowing rrom the celebrated well of St. Wynefred ruflies with incredible impetuofity

thioiigh Li narrow valley between two wcll-wocdcd hills to the fea, and in the courfe

of a mile turns an incredible number of cotton, brafs, and copper mills. The well

itlelf is a great curiofiiy, being laid to throw up above twenty-one tuns of water in a

minute, but its medicinal properties feem to be a little apocryphal ; at leafl, they are

certainly not fo much in reque'l: at prcfent as they were when the crutches, now hang-

ing fuipended there, were hrlt lo confecrated. A rich arched cloidcr, with a roof

finely carved, and lupported by light Gothic pillars, is raifed over the well, which, to-

gether with the chapel above it, now converted into a fchool, was founded by the

Stanley family, and enriched by the donations of Margaret Countefs of Richmond, the

mother of Henry VII.

Beneath the wood towards the coafl:, we vifited the fmall remains of Bafingwork

abbey once the feat of folitude and devotion ; but the genius of the place had long

left the melancholy relics of its ancient grandeur to languifli in obfcurity before the

jarring found of the neighbouring manufactures came to interrupt their oraifons.

This abbey of Ciftercians was founded in 1 131 by Randall, the fecond earl of Cheller,

or by Henry II., and is lituated juft at the extremity of the Saxon dyke or fofs, called

Wat's Dyke, which takes its courfe through Wynneftay park, Erthig, and in a line

near Wrexham, Mold, and Holywell, to this place. The other great Saxon boun-

dary of Offa's Dyke, with which it is frequently confounded, often intcrfeds it, and,

according to Mr. Pennant, it may be traced from the banks of the Wye through the

counties of Hereford, Radnor, and Montgomery, to the hills above Chirk caflle,

from whence it can be purfued to Wrexham, and a fpot near Mold, beyond which no
further vefliges are found. A long and amazingly fteep hill from the town, gave

us a wonderful profpeft towards the coafl, where the great channels of the Dee and

Merfey divide the counties of Flmt, Lancafter, and Chefter. The two towns of Chefler

and Liverpool were diftinftly vifible, and the eye was loft in furveying the boundlefs

plains reaching to the diflant hills of Yorkfliire and Derbyfhire. On the contrary

fide a far different view prefented itfelf ; all was vald and defolate, hill fucceeded hill

in irregular confufion, till the vafl pile of the Caernarvon/hire mountains clofed the

fcene, above which the lofty fummits of Snowdon towered with majeflic pre-emi-

nence.

After traverfing a lonely heath we defcended through a cleft in the hills to the

fertile vale of Clwydd, which extends northward from the termination of the Berouin

near Llangollen, by Ruthyn and Denbigh, to the fea beyond St. Afaph. No land-

fcape can be painted more pleafing than that which this charming trail of ground

prefents, the breadth of which is about three miles, and the length near thirty ;

through nearly the whole of which the two little rivers of the Clwydd and the EKvy

run parallel to each other. Thick wood, furrounding an infinite variety of rich en-

clofures, and interfperfed with many neat farm-houfes and gentlemen's feats, are

backed by the waving line of an unequal ridge of moderate mountains, whofe rugged

points feparate this blooming garden from the dreary wafles which encompafs it,

Pleafant villages abound in this delightful territory, and its three towns fiand on fine

pofitions about the diflance of fix miles from each other. Not very far from that

high range of hills which, rifing above Vale-Crucis abbey, feparate the vales Clwydd

and Llangollen, Ruthyn Itands delightfully fituated on an eminence Hoping to the

river ; on the weft fide of the vale, towards its centre, the great caftle of Denbigh

fpreads its broken walls and baffions over a lofty mount, from whence the town de-

fcends in one long ftreet to the level of the rivers ; while the little city of St. Afaph
occupies
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occupies a third eminence jufl before the point, where the hills receding, and th«*

level expanding, tenninate in a marfli near the fea. Denbigh has, trom its fitua-

tion, been thought like to Edinburgh ; but though fome flight traces of refemblance

might juftify the comparifon, it conies not near to the proud capital of Scotland, either

in the boldnefs of its pofition, the ancient or modern fplendour of its buildings, or

the grandeur of its furrounding obi efts. Dengbigh caftle is altogether a ruin, of

which fcarcely enough remains entire to denote its architecture, except one Gothic

gateway, over whicli is the Itatue of its founder Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln, on
whom Edward L beftowed it. Within the walls (lands the prefent parifh church,

an infignificant modern Itruclure ; and adjacent are the ruins ot a much larger church,

began under the aufpices of Queen Elizabeth's favourite, Dudley Earl of Leicefter,

atthat time the owner of this caltle, but it was either never fmifhed, or has fallen into

decay with the other buildings. Near Denbigh, on my firft vifit to this country, I

went to fee the bleaching grounds and linen mills, then lately tranfplanted fi-om Ire-

land, and formed near the feat of the Honourable Mr. Fitzmaurice. The mechanifin

of thefe mills is very curious, and the buildings both extenfive and elegant ; but the

trade did not feem to meet fufficient encouragement to repay fo extenfive a projedor,

We pafled and re-croffed the river Elwy by two handfome bridges, to reach the

city of St. Afaph, which is little more confiderable than a village in its extent ; its

fine Gothic cathedral has been of late greatly improved in its internal decoration, and

the palace has been rebuilt by the prefent bifliop, which being fituated above the town,

fronting the hills towards Holywell, commands a pleafant view. I fhould imagine the

lituation of this place and Abergele, which we next came to, mud be rather un-

healthy, as a large marf]:j extends from the coafl: to the walls of both towns, at the

extremity of which we could difcern the towers of Rhuddland caflle, which a bad
evening prevented our approaching.

Chap. in.

—

SiriklngView ofConway Ciijik andTown.—Fine Ride on the Denbighjhire Bank
ofthe Conway^ to Llanrwjl.—Falls ofthe Con-ivay and Machno.—Pont-i-pair.—Rhaidr-

i-wenncl.— Gtuedir.— Caernarvonf^ire Bank of ihc Conway.— Town and Cajlle of Con-

way,—Pafs ofPenmanmawr

.

— View of Beaumariesfrom Abor.—Bangor and its Cathe-

dral.—Entrance of Anglefea.—Beaumaries.—Baron Hill.—Gwyndu—Holyhead Har-
bour and Headland.—The Paris Mountain, its Mines, its Lodges of Paris and Mona,
its Town and Port of Amlwch.— Bangor Ferry.^r-The Menai Straits, and the Coajl of
Caernarvonfhire.— Beautiful Approach to Caernarvon.— Caflle of Caernarvon.—Re-
mains of Scgontium.—Excurfion through Part of the extreme Horn of Caernarvonfhire^

and great D'fplay of the Bay of Cardiganfrom Pwlwhelli, Crickheith, and Penmorva.

HAVING left the vale of Clwydd, our road now lay principally over the hills,

with a fine view of the fea and fome projecting rocks on the right, till we wound
round the mountain of Penmanrofs, when the magnificent ruin of Conway caftle and
the embattled walls of its town, on the oppofite bank of its great river, burlt upon
our view, projefting before a high ridge of wood, and nobly backed by the vaft moun-

. tains of Cacrnarvonfliire. Inltead of eroding the ferry, we proceeded twelve miles

Ibuthward on the Denbighfliire bank of the river to Llanrwil ; and a more beautiful

fcenc than the whole ride difplayed cannot be formed by the moll luxuriant imagina-

tion. The river accompanied us all the way, and its channel, growing gradually

narrower as it receded from the fea, gave room to a range of rich enamelled mea-

dows on each fide, which it divided by i:s inceflant windings. The road led us on a

terrace
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"lorrace abnve its banks^ under a ridge of" high hiiis fringed with wood and inter-

jpcrlod with rocks, while the vafl irregular chain of the Caernarvon mountains ex*,

tended along the oppofite (liore. The clouds perpetually breaking on their unequal
funimitP, and their prodigious clitls defcending towards the river, down the fides of
whieh feveral great catarads forced their way with unparalleled rapidity, exhibited the
iublimity of uncultivated natiu'c in its niofl: majeftic form. Towards the upper end of
this vale, the little town of Idanrwlt is pleafantly lituated, principally to be noted for

its bridge, ahold flrudure of three arches, the central one of which is fixty feet wide,
and does honour to the defign of Inigo Jones, to whom it is attributed.

In an excurfion from hence we proceeded further up the vale, till the hills clofing

round encircled it, except on the left, where the Conway cnrered through a narrow
aperture, foaming from its neighbouring fall near its junftion with the Machno.
Turning to the right, we followed the courfe of the river Llugvvy, and foon came to

a fpot where it daflies with great rapidity over a ledge of broken rocks, on the craggy
points of which the five arches of an extraordinary bridge, called the Pont-i-pair, are

founded. V»"e then penetrated into the recefles of th.at pile of moimtains which forms
the bafe of Snowdon, whole abrupt fides and fantaftic heads rofe in all directions behind
each other in the wiidelf diforder, while the river tearing its way rhrnugh the obflacles

which nature interpofed, increafed the horror and beauty of this favage defert by a

precipitate fall from rock to rock into the abyfs of one of t^ie deeped hollows, from
whence it rufhed with prodigious impetuofity for fevei-al miles to the bridge which we
had paffed. A great column of thick wood overhung and fringed its banks, while

the dark colour and immenfe fize of the rocks over which it took its courfe, added an
indefcribable fublimity to this cataraft, which is called the Rhaidr-i-wennel. From
hence a wild track penetrates into the interior of Snowdonia by Dolwyddellan caitle,

but we were deterred from purfuiiigit by bad weather. In our return to Llanwrfl we paf-

fed beneath a very lofty and rocky mountain, clothed with wood, called Carreg-i-gwalch,

near the foot of which we found the old manfion of Gwedir, formerly belonging to

the family of Sir John Wynne, from which it paffed into that of the dukes of Ancaf-
ter, and has lately given a title to Sir Peter Burrell, who married an heirefs of that

familv.

We now purfued the turnpike road on the Cacrnarvonfliire fide of the river to

Conway, ami though the fcenery M'as lefs firiking than that of the oppofite fhore, it

was ftill abundantly beautiful, and a variety of cafcades rattled down the fides of the

mountains as we pafled them. The town of Conway, a mod piclurefque object

without, is fmall, confined, and ill-built within. It is entirely enclofed by a high tur-

retted wall ornamented with twenty-fix round towers at regular diflances, which are

equally embattled, and now alike variegated with a profufion of ivy. Thefe, toge-

ther with three large gateways, are entire, and form a grand appendage to the ad-

jacent catlle ; a majeftic ruin rifing proudly from the fhelving fides of a rock, and
waflied by the high tides of the river. I could not but lament the impending decay

of this noble building, feveral of whofe lofty towers are already fallen, while others,

having lofl: their foundation, hang fufpended in the air by the cement which attaches

ihem to the caflle v.alls, and threaten deftruftion to the paflengers and veffels below.

Little remains entire within, except the fragments of flair-cafes in mofl of the turrets,

and one room 1 30 feet in length, adorned with nine fine Gothic wimiows and a large

chimney-piece, which appears to have been the hall. Both the pofition and archi-

VOL. II. ^ I. tecliire
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tecluve of this caflle are truly ,rrand, and a lofty and elegant turret raifed on ths

top of each of its eight round projefting towers, adds an admirable air of lightnels

to the whole. Edward I. founded this great fortrefs in 1284., and made the town
of Conway a fx-ee borough, when he pafl'ed a ChriOmas here in great fplendour with

his Oueeu Elinor and all his court. Ai'ter furviving the ravages of the civil wars, a

grant was made of it to Edward Earl of Conway, «ho difmantled it of its iron, timber

and lead, in 1665, and at prefent it is holden by a private proprietor under the

crown. This gentleman, with a fingular fpirit, has planted and laid out a little hili,

towards the mouth of the river, in feveral pleafant walks, which command a fine view

of the town and caflle on one fide, and the fea on the other, giving to the whole the

claffic name of Arcadia.

A mountainous ride foon brought us from Conway to the coafl:, and the much
celebrated pafs of Penmanmawr. That vafl: mountain rifes here 1400 feet almofl; per-

pendicular from the fea ; its huge fides and lofty fummit are embofled with an infi-

nite variety of projecting rocks, great fragments ol which lie fcattered every where

down the fteep defcent, and encroach upon the limits of the fea below. An excellent

and almoft level road, well prote6led with walls, is cut for above a mile on a fhelf of

this mountain, and the traveller pafles on in the utmofl fecurity, in fpite of the im-

pending horror of the rocks above, and the tremendous precipice beat by the roaring

billows below. The gentle hills of Anglefea on the oppofite coaft, well wooded
and highly cultivated, with the town and caftle of Beaum.aries projetEling into the fea

below the fine feat of Lord Bulkeley, prefented an agreeable landfcape, as we pafl'ed

the pleafant inn and hamlet of Abor in our way to Bangor, and contrafted the moun-
tainous fcene which continued clofe above us on our left. The little city of Bangor
excels many in the decent appearance of its buildings and its peculiar neatnefs ; nor

is its fituation inferior, placed as it is in a vale backed by the mountains, and fepara-

ted from the fea by a well-planted hill, the top of which aifords an extenfive profpedl

towards Anglefea, the coafl, and the country. The cathedral, built by Bifhop

SkefRngton in 1532, is a plain pile neatly filled up within, and both the bifhop's pa-

lace and feveral of the prebendal houfes make a refpedable appearance.

About two miles from Bangor we entered Anglefea by a ferry much more commo-
dious than that of Conway. The afpeO: of this ifland is at firft barren, rugged, and
full of rocky eminences ; nor is the approach to Beaumaries, its principal town,

made fufEciently eafy. Its fituation amply repays the trouble of reaching it, and it

confifts principally of one broad and handfome ftreet, elevated on a bank rifing

gently above the fea at the entrance of the Menai Straits, before that channel becomes
contrafted.

Baron Hill, the beautiful feat of Lord Bulkeley, rifes from a fwelling lawn above
Beaumaries in the midfl: of a thick grove, and the whole range of the Caernarvon
mountains from Penmanmawr to Snowdon, appear from thence in the mofl: majeftic

array, when viewed acrofs the broad expanfe of the intervening mirror. The caflle

is a plain but perfeft Gothic building, forming a large fquare, with round towers

projeding at each angle, and prefents a grand obje£l in front of the town at the bot-

tom of the lawn of Baron Hill. The principal approach to that noble place is con-

duced through a part of the ruin, and the grounds do credit to the tafte with which

its owner has embeilifhed them ; but the architcdure of the hgufe does not quite equal

the iurrounding fcenery. In truth, a pavilion-like ftrudure, fronted with white ftucco,

14 covered
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covered with a fanta flic dome, and tenuinating in fpruce bows on each fide, fu Its but
ill with the rude grandeur of tiie oppofite Iieights of Penmannrawr, and the Alpine
difplay of the whole extended Snowdoiiia.

Retracing our (tcps from Beauuiaries, we rejoined llie great road witliin two miles

of Bangor ferry, and fixed our principal ilation at Gwyndu, a finale houle near the

centre of Anglefea, where every accommodation was admirably fupplied, and much
enhanced by the attention of our worthy old landlady, who had been fixed on that

fpot for above forty years. The face of the country appeared uniformly uninterertin;^,

being hilly without grandeur, and rocky without beauty ; though not abfoiutely

barren, it bore that rugged and ill-cultivated afpe£t which arifcs from poverty of foil

and fcarcity of inhabitants, for villages were rarely to be diftinguifhed, and the few
houfos vi'hich appeared marked, the wretchednefs of their tenants.

Our firft excurfion from Gwyndu was to Holyhead, in which place we were
much difappointed ; for, though a port of fome confequence, and the great tho-
roughfare to our fifter kingdom, it prefented but a miferable (hew of a few weather-

beaten tenements fl^eltering fhemfelves beneath a variety of fmall craggy eminences.

The bafin of this harbour is fufiiciently large, and well protefted both by nature and
art ; a long projecting headland forms a great bay in front, while a mighty mafs of

rock, the only grand feature in this part of the ifland, ftretches far into the fea behind
it, and fwells to the magnitude of no inconfiderable mountain. From the fummit of
this hill, called the head of Holyhead, not only the coafl of Ireland, but even
feveral points of the Ille of Man are faid to be vlfible, when the weather is fufficlently

favourable.

Our next, as well as our principal objed:, was to vlfit the Paris Mountain, by far

the greateft curiofity Anglefea can boaft, and its moft confiderable fource of wealth.

The copper mines in this part of the ifland are fuppofed to have been known to

and worked by the Romans, and a lake on the mountain, which is now filled up,

has been diftinguifhed, long before the prefent works were formed, by the title of
*' the Mine Pool." Various are the modes of accounting for the modern name of
this mountain, the mofl; probable of which makes it derived from the old Welch word
Praas, fignifying brafs, which may eafily be corrupted into Paris. Whatever may
be the foundation of this conjedure, the Paris Mountain cannot fail to excite the

admiration of all flrangers, both from its appearance, the extent of its works, and
the regularity with which they are conduced. This mine is confiderably more than a

mile in circumference, and on an average 1300 men are employed in it conftantly ; it

has alfo the fingular advantage of being worked in the open air, a circumftance which
contributes much to expedite the feveral branches of labour and fuperintendance, as

well as to fecure the health of the perfons employed. As a fpedacle, it is not a little

ftriking to behold a large arid mountain entirely dripped of its herbage by the fleam

of the fulphur works, and perforated with numberlefs caverns, which opening under
lofty arches one below the other, fcemto difclofe the deepefl arcana of the earth. The
various poiitions of the crowds of men employed, the afcent and defcent of innumera-
ble bafkets to bring up the ore, and the perpetual echo of the blafts of gunpowder
introduced to diflodge it from the rock, produce an efFed on the mind which I have
feldom known to arife from the complicated and difficult invefligation of mines other-

wife circumftanced. Abundance of vitriolic water is found in thefe works, and its

llrength is fo great as to turn in an inflant whatever fteel or iron is dipped in it to the

colour and appearance of copper. This water it expofed to the fun in large open

4 L 2 trou.i;hs.
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troughs, and the copper quality is extrafted from- it by a very curious procefs
;

great

quantities of fulphur alfo are produced, and its fublimation is carried on hi various

fpots upon the mountain, till at lafc the whole is collefl:e-l in fome large boiling

houfes, and formed into rolls of brimftone. The copper ore is then carried down
in carts or fledges to fome fmeltlrig-houfes conftrufted in the valley bolow, near the

fea-fi(ic. where every remaining operation is performed with the utmotl care and re-

gularity.

In confequence of the riches extracted from this mountain, the neighbouring vil-

lage of Amlwch has rifen into eminence, which Lord Uxbridge and Mr. Hughes
fthe two great proprietors of the mines) have adorned with two elegant houi'es for

their occafional refidence, calHng one the Mona, and the other the Paris lodge. The
little port of Amlwch is placed in a fmal! cove among the cHffs, about half a mile be-

low the village, and admirably formed to receive and arrange the feveral velTels which

are employed in the copper and brimftone trade. It often alfo affords a fafe haven to

thofe fliips which in their paiTage from Ireland are driven to the north-eall round the

point of Holyhead, and cannot make that harbour.

Returning through the difmal village of Llanerchymydd to Gwyndu, we foon left

the ifland of Anglefea, and repalTed the Menai ftraits at Bangor ferry, from whence
an excellent road, commanding a variety of fine profpeifts on the coa!f , led us to Caer-

narvon, The wooded bank of the Anglefea fhore ftretched far before us on our

right, decorated with a noble old feat of the Earl of Uxbridge, while below it the

great channel of 'the IVIenai ftraits perpetually varied its form, prefenting in one point

of view a large navigable river, and in others the bafin of a fine lake, encompafled

by an amphitheatre of thick groves. The country immediately furrounding us was
extremely pleafant, being interfperfed with various gentle acclivities, which formed

the entrance to as many wooded vallies, and penetrated in fight into the hollows of

thofe high impending mountains which hid Snowdon from our view. At length all

the attendant fcenery became expanded, and as we approached Caernarvon, the towers

of its mighty caftle itood boldly forward before its embattled walls, juft where the fea,

emerging from its ftraits, and alTuming its proper form, mixed with St. George's

Channel, and wafned the rocky fiiore on the fcuth-weft of xAnglcfea near Newburgh.
The neatnefs and regularity of this town, its delightful fituation, and the pleafant wallc

on its quay, with its accommodation for fea bathing, have induced feveral Englidi fa-

milies to make it their fummer refidence, for the purpofe of avoiding the crowded in-

convenience of the more polifhed, but lefs fimple, public places in tiie foiith of Eng-
land ; hence has Caernarvon, like Swanfea and Tenby in South Wales, acquired much
improvement and a fuperior diiplay of elegance from the i^-fort of ftrangers, ftill prc-

ferving its original features.

Caernarvon, like Conway, is walled round, and its walL: and gates are entire ; it

was made a free borough by Kdwaid I., the royal founder of its caftle. That mag-
iiincent fortrefs was finifhcd in 1284, and v/as wonderfully fituated for ftrength before

the introduction of artillery, Handing on an infulated neck of land, almoft furroundci.1

by the fea and the river Seiont. Tliis rival of Conway in its fplendor now hmguiOies

in a fimilar ftate of decay, and threatens by a Ibeedy downfall, to deprive the country

of one of its principal ornaments. A grand gateway, with a ftatue or its founder over

it. guarded by four portcullilfes beneath a lofty t^j vcr, introduced us to the great ob-

long court of the cattle, 'i'he tov^'crs of this court are high and angular, with turrets

of the fame kind rifing from, their tops, three of which decorate the grea: Eagle tower,

in which we were fiiewn the apartment famous for the birth of Edward II , the firit

6 Englilh
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Englifli Prince of Wales. The noble profpeft, however, which its fummit affords is

much more fatisfaftory to a traveller than tlie difplay of a fmall dark room, celebrated

only for having produced the moll weak and degenerate of our monarchs - There
are fome remains of the ancient Segontium near this town, and a fummer-houfe on the

oppofite hill occupies the fite of a Roman fort. The walk to this eminence is pleafant,

and it commands anextenfive view over the fca, the Straits, Anglefea, and the moun-
tains, but it has lately been unmercifully dripped of the tine wood with which the whole
hill was clothed.

An excurfion from Caernarvon, rather curious than pleafant, tempted us to explore

the long neck of land which forms the extreme point of its county, and making one
horn of the great bay of Cardigan, unites the two parts of the principality towards the

fca. Our road lay for many miles immediately on the fliore, with line viev/s of the

extremity of Anglefea on the right, and a high chain of mountains in front, marked
by the vail indented fummits of the rock called Porthyndyllern Head, near the extre-

mity of thepeninfula. Cloi'e u:ider its bafe we croiTed this neck of land, and defcend-

ing to the other coalf, came in fight of the vaft expanfe of Cardigan bay, backed by
the mountains of Merionethfliire, and thofe extending from the conflux of the Dovey
with the fea to Aberyftwith and Cardigan. A more extraordinary amphitheatre of .

mountainous nature can hardly be imagined, arranging itfelf with fmall intervals around
one of the largefc bays in Great Britain. It reminded me fomewh'at of the grand dif-

play of the norih-eaft bay of Scotland ; but the oppofite coaft was more diltant, and
the boundary lefs eminently Itriking than that of the vaft mountains of Sutherland

and RoL-fliire, ifretching down to the Firths of Dornoch and Cromartie, and op-

pofcd by thofe of Invernefs and Aberdeenlhires. In a cove clofe upop the fliore, we
found the little fifliing town of PwKvhelli, which, though a very poor place, is the

principal one in this ill-inhabited diftricl. Proceeding nearly eallward along the

fhore towards the centre of the bay, we foon reached another town called Crickheith,'

diffinguifiied only by the ruin of its calUe on a high mount, nearly oppofite to the grand
objei^t difplayed by that of Harlech on a bold eminence of the Merionethfiiire coaft. Our
road now began to grow very inditferent, and feveral hills, dangeroufly Iteep, brought

us to the wretched village of Penmorva, not far from which a road full of perils leads

over the fands into Mcrionethihire, forming the neareft route from Caernarvon to

Dolgelly. We purfued it no further, but fatisfied with the lliort view we had taken of

this part of the country, and difgulled with its bad roads and accommodations, we
re-croffed the peninfula by a very wduous and unintcrcfting tracl of hills, to Caer-

narvon.

Chap.
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Chap. IV. — Progrefs from Caerriarvon ihrov^b the S?iczudo7iia,^/ornc of its Motmtains

and Lakes.—J^ranjient Vie-iu of TJVyJdfa, or the Peak of Sncivdon.—Bcthkclert.—

•

Grand Pafs of the Punt-Abcrglafslyri.—Wi/d?icfs of the Mcrionethjhire Mountains, and

beai'.tiftd Contraji of the Defceiit into the Vale of Feflitiiog.—Striking Beauty of Tan-y-

Bivlcb.— Great Improvements in its DijiriB.—Exairjions to Fsj^iniog, Rhaidr Da, and

Harlech Cajile.—Intelligence of the Inhabitants in this Part of the Country, and their

Attachment to the Harp.— Pleafmg Accommodation at the Inn of Tan-y-Bwlch.— Cata-

rad of Dolymyllyn.—Falls of the Cayne and Mothwage.— Dolgelly.— Conipara!ii>e

Height of Cader-Idris and 'ino^udon.—Fnic Ride to Barmouth.— hake and Town of Bala.

—Pafs of Glynd'iffis.— Coriven— Beauties of Glenwedwy, or the Valley of the Dee.-—

Vale Crujis Abbey.— Charnmig Pofttion of Llangollen and its Cottage.—Dinas Braan.

Cafcle.—Pafs of the Berouin Mountain to Llanrhaidr.—Barcnejs and Grandeur of the

PiJliU Rhaidr.

OUR grand objeQ: now was to explore the wonders of the Snowdonla, that immenfe

pile of mountains, which encircle the mighty lord of this vait domain ; but the incef-

fant ftorms peculiar to this unequal diftricl:, and attended with flrong gufls of wind,

in great part fruftrated the enterprise. In vain have I at two different feafons, at-

tempted to vifit the lake of Llanberis, and on that fide to take the moft advantageous

view of Snowdon, but each time have I been baffled by the feverity of the climate,

which purfued me with unremitting adverfity.-^ We were obliged therefore to con-

tent ourfelves with the direft pafs by Bethkelert, and entering the great defile of the

mountains, took bur farewell of all the beautiful objefts which had fo long attrafted

our attention on the coaft of Caernarvonfhire, together with the funlhine which had

enlivened them. 'The great cataraft ot Ys-Gwyrfa foon difplayed itfelf before us,

and we paffed in filent amazement under the vaft mountains of Moel-Elean, Caftel-

Cedwin, and Mwnwdd Vawr, the latter of which rofe immediately from the great

pool of the Cwellwyn lake, near the end of which the valley opened, and Y,Wyddfa,

the lofty peak of Snowdon, appeared high in view above its fubordinate fummits. It

was in vain again that we tried on this quarter to climb the fide of this Britifli atlas j a

mifly Iky and a tempeftuous day continued to refift cur efforts ; and obliged us, after

a fruiilefs wandering about its rocky bafe, to take fhelter in a miferable hovel at Beth-

kelert. From thence the wild afpeft of the country frowned on us with the utmoft

afperity, and the rigor of an inclement feafon added frelh horror and majefty to the

grand pafs of Pont-Aberglafslyn. The vaft ridges of mountains, ending in an immenfe

perpendicular chain of rocks, which reared their afpiring heads far above the clouds,

here impended over a deep hollow, through which rolled with lavage impetuofity, that

prodigious torrent which divides the counties of Caernarvon and Merioneth. Inceffant

fiffures in the fides of thefe mountains prefented an infinite variety of gulhing catarads,

and increafed the turbid flream, which, precipitating itfelf in an abrupt fall under the

arch of the bridge connefting the rocks and forming the pafs, ruflied with redoubled

violence towards the fea. 1 he grandeur of this fcene is indefcribable, and it was fol-

lowed by a continued feries of wild and rocky heights, fcarcely to be furmounted by

the rude unequal track we purfued, while feveral vaft torrents perpetually croffmg it,

threatened to interrupt its courfe. Agriculture feemed entirely baniflied from thefe

tremendous waftes, and a few goats and fheep, the only denizens of this favage coun-

try,
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tr)', were obferved browfiiv^ on precipices to which few human flcps could venture to

follow them. In the niiJlt offuch a dcfcrt, extending far around it on either fide,

the beautiful valley of Fediiiiog difclofed fuddenly the (trong contrail of its charms, and
the pleafant inn of Tan-y-bwlch afforded us a welcome refuge fron\ the florms with

which wc had been perfecutcd.

Ihis enchanting valley fmiles with the mod luxurious cultivation, rich woods de-

corate its fwelling hills, neat villages adorn its plains, and the gentle river Drwydd,
winding in perpetual meanders through a range of fine paftures and meadows, flows

in tranquil beauty towards the rocks that encircle the coalt. Elevated on a high ter-

race, beneath a profufion of fpreading groves fronting the fouth, the handfome man-
fion of the Griffith family at Tan-y-bwlch, enjoys at on? view all the placid beauties

of the valley, while the rugged and mifliapen mountains that encompafs it, form an
awful clofe to this fcene of dslight, and forbid the eye to wander farther in fearch of
pleafure. This delightful fpot has been greatly improved by the fpirit and tafle of
Mr. Oakley, who married its heirefs ; nor has his attention been confined merely to

his own territory, the whole neighbourhood having profited by his exertions. On
my fecond vifit to this country, after an interval of fix years, I found two noble

bridges with a caufeway, built acrofs the valley, and the rugged track which led

through the wilds of Mcrionethfliire from Dolgelly, converted into one of the fined

roads the art of man could devife, and fo ingenioufly drawn as to avoid all the labo-

rious fteeps, except one abrupt defcent into the valley. Neither was the Caef-
narvonlhire l"ide without its progrefiive amendment under the fame aufpices, and
in confequence of this example, the hovel at Bethkelert was converted into a decent

inn, and even the pafs over the mountains from Tan-y-bwlch to the Pont-Aber-
glafslyn was rendered more eafy, though the heights to be furmounted in that

quarter were far too arduous to be conquered with perfeft fuccefs. Thus is a tra-

veller now conduced, not only without fear, but with an incredible degree of eafe

and pleafure, through the centre of the mod mountainous part of our ifland, and over
eminences till of late impervious to a carriage, and with difficulty furmountable by a
horfe.

After tracing the valley by another good road to the little village of Fedlniog, which
(lands on an eminence beneath the mountains that enclofe its head, we proceeded down.
it oppofite the groves and houfe of Tan-y-bwlch, till we turned to the left to vifit a farm
called the Rhaidr Du, or the Black cataraft. It lies in the recefs of a narrow glen^

where a large dream dadiing over a high precipice of dark rocks in the midd of a thick

wood, prefents a very pidurefque objeft, and adds a new ornament to a dripe of coun-
try already decorated with a profufion of every natural beauty. Our track from thence
to Harlech cadle over a chain of mountains was difficult to find, but we had an intellit^ent

guide in a young fon of our landlady; the morning alfo was fair for our excurfion,

and the profpefts which every afcent afforded were varied by alternate views of the fea

and land.

The town of Harlech, once the capital of the county of Merioneth, is fituated almod
at the extremity of a barren defert, which defolates a great necc of land projecling

into the fea, whofe fands encompafs it on two fides. A few mifer ible cottages, form-
ing an irregular dreet, are all the vifible remains of its former fpleidour, except the
inconfiderable ruin of its county hall, and the magnificent walls of its caftle. This
noble edifice is the mod perfeft of the fortreffes made by Edward I. on this coad, and
feems to have been conftruded with peculiar ftrength to refill the attacks of enemies,

the
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tlie incicmency of its expofed fituation, and the depredations of time. --- .. It was

finiflicd in the year 1283, wasbefieged, and with dillicuUy tal^cn by the Earl cf Pem-
broke in the wars of York and Lancailer, and was the lalt in North Wales whichJield

out for the king in the rebellion. Before the ufe of gunpowder it niufl indeed have

been ahnoft impregnable, being founded on a high infulated rock, and accefliblc only

by a drawbridge and three gateways flrongly guarded by pnrtcullifes. Befide the four

great circular towers that defend the entrance, there are others highly turretted at each

of the angles of its principal court, and many of their apartments are ahnofl entire.

The remains of the chapel are alfo to be traced, and a ftaircafe, yet whole, led us to a

walk on the walls, from which we had an advantageous view of the coafl; and coun-

try, together with the bold architecture of the inner front of the caflle.

We left Tan-y-bwlch on the following morning with regret, and from the top of the

fouthern barrier of the valley of Feftiniog took our farewell of a fpot wliere we had

paffed feveral very pleafant days. The beauty of the furrounding fcenci*}' charmed us,

and we were delighted firft with the rude ftate of nature, and afterwards with the fuc-

cefsful improvements qf art ; we found amufement in the intelligence, civility, and

fimplicity, of the ruftic inhabitants, and even here our meals were enlivened with the

mufic of the harp. In South Wales this original Britifli inftrument is much fallen into

difufe, but throughout the whole of North Wales it is flill cultivated with a degree of

veneration, and fcarce a family exifts in the meaneft cottage without at leafl one per-

former. At Conway we were regaled with the flrains of a blind harper, who feemed

the reprefentative of an ancient druid, and the females of the houfe blended tlieir vocal

powers not unpleafantly with his notes, reciting chants which had been popular in former

ages, and commemorations of their traditional heroes. The mufical exhibis'Ion at Tan-

y-bwlch, though lefs excellent, was neverthelefs highly pleafmg, and our hours there

paffed more agreeably than the accommodations of a fmall inn in a remote diftrict will

generally allow. These were enhanced greatly by the obliging and attentive conduct

of our landlady with her family, who on my fecond vifit lamented that her powers for

the reception and entertainment of flrangers were not enlarged among the other im-

provements of the vicinage. Time, however, muft effed this, as the thoroughfare be-

comes more frequented, and when the roads are on all fides fo far fiuifljed as to pre-

fent an eafy accefs to one of the moft intcrefling fpots nature can dilplay, in her fliew of

placid beauty, not unattended with a majeftic exterior.

Our courfe now lay for feveral miles over the mountains, and the views, though wild

\n the extreme, were wonderfully extenfive ; as the day was clear, we could eafily dif-

cern the bold fummit of Snowdon in the north, as we approached the heights of

Cader-ldris in the fouth. After paffmg the miferable village of Trawfvyn-nydd, wc
defcended gradually into a well wooded valley, and croffing a torrent, deviated from

the road by a rough and boggy afcent, to vifit the famous cafcade of DoUymyllyn. The
fcene amply repaid our trouble, where the Gamlan, a confiderable flream, rufhing down
a rapid flope, falls in a perpendicular catarnft over the flielving fide of an immenfe rock,

from whence it is daflied back amidfl perpetual fpray arifing from the oppofite ridges

of its narrow channel, and then runs foaming in a broken and impetuous torrent till

it reaches the level of the valley below. This part of the country is remarkable for the

llriking fcenery of its waterfalls, and the two cataracts of the Cayne and the

Mothwaye, not many miles diftant, abound equally in the features fuch objcds

prefent, intermixed with fome peculiar points of piclurefquc beauty.

Such
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Such were the grand charafters which diftinguifhed this extraordinary ountry, our
defcent from which, on a hanging fhelf above the river Mawdoch, brought us to Dol-
gelly, the modern capital of the wild county of Merioneth. This poor town has only
its fingularly ftriking fituation to boaft of, being compofed of a few irregular and ill-

built flreets. The view from its bowling-green is peculiarly grand, and it derives much
beauty from its polition immediately under the northern bafe of Cadcr-lJris. That
mighty mountain rifes here in a flope nearly perpendicular, but broken by various
rocky hollows to its two peaks, the higheft of which, called Pen-y-cader, bears a very
volcanic appearance. This circumftance has induced many travellers to compare the
height of Cader-Idris with that of Snowdon, which from the irregularity ofitsafcent
and the inequalities of its prodigious bafe, often deceives the eye, and feems lefs lofty

than it really is. A nearer view cannot fail to diflipate the charm, and the admea-
furement which has been accurately taken, fettles the point ; for, according to Mr.
Pennant's account, the higheft fummit of Cader-Idris is not more than 2850 feet

above the level of Dolgelly green ; whereas the great peak of Snowdon called

Y-wyddfa, or the confpicuous, is more than 3600 above the quay of Caernarvon.
Clofe to Dolgelly, the Mawdoch from the north meets the Avon from the eafl,

and both together form a wide jeftuary, which becomes an open fea near Barmouth.
The ride on its northern bank can fcarcely be paralleled in the boldnefs of its furround-
ing fcenery, the romantic grandeur it exhibits in every part, and the extraordinary art

and labour with which the road is conftrufted. Winding round the hill oppofite to
Dolgelly on a fine level fhelf, we foon came to the feparation of the vallies oppofite to
Tan-y-bwlch and Barmouth, as we reached a handfome new bridge which crolTes the
Mawdoch, juft before it falls into the Avon. Immediately after this jundion, the ex-
panfe of water became more confiderable, and at length filled the whole of the vale
bearing at high tide the appearance of a large lake encompafled with noble mountains.
Their rocky fides waving in a vafl variety of undulations, advanced towards the very
margin of the water, fometimes covered with brufh-wood, and at others frowning with
all the majefty of impending cliffs. Where the ground would admit of it, fmall

patches of cultivation, and a few verdant paflures enlivened the fcene, being frequently
intermixed with groves of high trees rifing finely beneath eminences fo placed as to

fhelter them from the fea winds. The road, following the inequalities of the coaft

wound beautifully round the northern fliore of this great bafin, and fliewed all its beau-
ties to advantage, till the high rock of Barmouth, advancing far into the water, obliged

it to occupy a fhelf not unlike that of Penmanmawr, cut with great labour and inge-

nuity in its fide. From thence we gained a view of the mouth of the river emergin"-

into the fea from the receffes of a vafl amphitheatre of mountains, an»ong which the
two points of Cader-Idris bore the mofl confpicuous appearance, and crowned the whole
with indefcribable grandeur. Barmouth is laid to reprefent Gibraltar in its afpedl and
filuation, being placed under a prodigious rock, and the houfes occupying high terraces

one above the other, as far as it was pratlicable to raife them. It may certainly be ad-
mired for its fingular pofition, as well as the profpefl; it commands acrofs the fea to

thofe oppofite hills of Caernarvonfliire which form the extremity of the great bay of
Cardigan

;
yet when confidered as a town, it fell fliort of what I had been led to expeft,

both ft-om the great labour and expence beftowed on its approach, and from its having
long been frequented by many families of North vVales f«r the purpofe of fea bathing.

The place itfelf indeed is fmall, and the houfes in general are mean and difficult of
uccefs from the inequalities of the ground on which they are built j the accommo-

voL. II. 4 M dation
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dation of the inns alfo is very moderate, and the fliore is obfi:ru£led by feveral hills of

fand ; notwithftanding which inconveniences Barmouth is commonly much crowd-

ed during the fummer months, and lodgings are often very difficult to be obtained.

After our return to Dolgelly, a perpetual fucceflion of heavy ftorms prevented our

intended afcent of Cader-Idris, niid we were, after various attempts, obliged to relin-

quifli the defign, which, from the fame caufe, I have never fince been able to execute.

The fame fate ever attended me at Snowdonand Plinhmmon ; and fuch is the ftormy

atmofphcre furrounding thefe great eminences, that I believe much leifure and patience

might be exhaufted in vain to accomplifli this objeft, though fometimes an accidental

funfliine may render it eafy. After all there is lefs to be regretted in the prevention

of thefe expeditions than an unpraftifed traveller may imagine, for the elevation is too

great for any difplay of pidureique beauty, every diftinQion of the vales is loft in the

general chaos of the furrounding mountains, and the difpofuion of their rugged tops,

when viewed from above, is rather a matter of curiofity than pleafure. Add to this,

the labour of the undertaking, with the chance of its failure by fome changes above,

which we from below can neither forefee, nor even difcover when they happen ; com-

pute the dangers that may arife from ftorms, fogs, violent gufts of wind, and extreme

cold, and you may eafily imagine the undertaking not very eligible without a favourable

opportunity.

From Dolgelly we purfued the courfeof the Avon through a valley enclofed within

high hills, and well inhabited, the river growing more rapid and the country wilder

as we approached the barrier forming the divifion of thofe waters which feed the two

great divifions of Merionethfliire. After traverfing fome high grounds we gained at

length a view of the lake of Bala or Pimble-lMeer, the whole northern fliore of which

we traverfed in our way to the town of Bala, which is fituated at its eaftern extremity.

This lake, known by the names of Pimble-Meer or Lyn-Tegyd, is the largeft in

Wales, being near fix miles in length and a mile in breadth ; but its fcenery is rather

deficient, as the country about it is generally bare of wood, and the hills, though con-

fiderable, are void of that majefty which the mountainous country we had paffed

abounded in. From the bottom of this lake iflups the great river Dee, and palling

under a romantic old bridge, winds gently in a wide and deep ftream through a courfe

of rich meadows towards Corwen and Llangollen. The town of Bala confifts prin-

cipallyof one handfome ftreet, with a high artificial mount, apparently the keep of a

fortrefs, at the fouth-eaft end of it. Together with its lake and bridge it prefents fe-

veral agreeable objefts to the neighbouring feat of Mr. Price, whofe grounds are laid

out in a very elegant modern tafte under the judicious aufpices of Mr. Fames. This

agreeable fpot is well fheltered from the mountains which impend over it by a thick

grove, and a fine lawn defcends from the houfe in feveral bold fwells to the town. On
the right a pleafant winding walk is conducted by the fide of a rapid torrent, which

flowing from the mountains, forms a winding dell beautifully fringed with wood in its

paflage, and joins the Dee foon after it emerges from its lake, in the meadows below.

Bala is furrounded on every fide with mountains, through which various roads are cu-

rioufly wrought towards Dinafmonthy at the back of Cader-Idris, towards Llanvilling

over the Berouin, and towards Llanrwfl: in the vicinage of the Snowdonia; all thefe

tradts are remarkable for the wildnefs of the diftrids through which they lead, and

that to Dinafmonthy in particular abounds in thofe romantic objeds with which nature

has decorated her nioll favage regions,

On
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On leaving Bala and its lake, the afpsft of the country was lefs interjfling till wi
rejoined the Dee, which we crolfed jii(t. bcl'ore we rcache.-J the great Irlfli road, where

we turned to the left for about a mile to fee the pafs of Glyndiflis, over which that road

is conduded. A torrent here is precipitated from tiie bills with great force, fretting in

perpetual curves between two chains of rocks, and falling at times perpendicularly

from bafmto bafm. The road is fo conftrudedas to follow the windings of the tor-

rent on a flielf above it, fpringing acrofs it by a bold arch in one place, and com*
manding all its falls interwoven beautifully with brudi wood in great perfection ; it

thus afcends gradually to the wild moor of Canioge above, after traverfmg which for

many miles it defcends in a long flope through one of the great woods which fringe

the hills bounding the vale of Conway. We purfued it no farther, but

returning through the pafs of GlyndilHs, foon reached the neat town of Corwen on
the banks of the Dee, at the extremity of Merionethlhire, and clofe to the borders

of Denbighfhire.

This was the territory of that renowned hero Owen Glendower, the form'dable op-

ponent of Henry IV., in the 14th century, whofe gigantic features ftill decorate the

fign poft of the principal inn, and whofe whole diftrift yet bears the name of Glend-
wrdwy, or the valley of the Dee. Leaving the turnpike road here, which abounds in

beai; ties nearly equal to thofe we went in fearch of, we croffed the river by ahandfome
bridge of fix arches, and foon reached Llandifilio, the charming feat of Sir. Jones,

on the oppofite fiJe of the valley. ^The mountains grew bolder and more abrupt

as we proceeded, and thick woods with rich paftures, interfperfed with an abundance
of whitened cottages, and decorated with feveral gentlemen's feats, began to enliven the

nearer ground, while the Dee, drffering in its progrefs as well as its origin from tha

other rivers in this country, from the fmooth and tranquil ftream we firft admired, be-

came a rapid and furious torrent as we receded from itsfource, and forced its turbulent

paffage over a rocky bed between the various groves, cliffs, and mountains, which
feemed planted there to obftrudl its courfe.

In a narrow recefs on the left, almolt overfhadowed by a vafl luxuriance of wood,
the elegant ruin of Vale Crucis abbey difclofed its monaftic fragments to our fight.

Diftinft and feparated as it is from the bufy haunts of men, the moft rigid enthufiafl:

could not have chofen a fpot more reclufe, or better fuited for the purpofes of devo-

tion and retirement. A vaft chain of wild mountains hems it in on every fide, leaving

barely room between them for a little ftream and a thick grove, amidft the gloomy
ihade of which the mouldering walls and arches of the abbey make a mofl: picturefque

appearance. This was a Ciftertian monaftery, founded by the name of Llan-Egweft,

or de Valle Crucis, in the year 1 200 ; its architedure is of that kind in which the Go-
thic began to admit fome ornament, but had not yet arrived at the loaded acceffion

of finery which has been improperly called " tbe improved." The pillars that fup.

ported the tower, and feveral of the doors, are fpecimens of this tafte, but the arches

within are moftlv of the purer and more ancient Gothic, and fome of the windows cor-

refpond nearly with thofe of Salifbury cathedral. Three fides of the church are moftly

entire, as is part of the abbey, now inhabited by a farmer ; and the weft front, being

almoft perfeft, cannot fail to attract the notice of every admirer of thefe interefting rem-

nants of antiquity. The little valley in which this ruin is fituated, foon terminates in

the high ridge of hills forming the fouthern boundary of the vale of CKvydd, over

which an excellent road is conduced to Ruthyn and Denbigh j but having already vi-

4 M 2 iited
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fited thefe places, we did not purfue It. We returned therefore to the banks of the Dee,
v/hich grew ftill bolder and more rapid as we advanced towards the fine Gothic bridge

of Llangollen, a little town in Denbi^^hlhire beautifully lituated above the fouthera

bank of the river, and ahnoft furrounded by the impending ridge of the Berouin

mountains, from whofe proud amphitheatre the boldeft mafl'es of infulated rock and
wood appear to have ilarted forth, and formed the irregular channel of this enchanting

valley. Llangollen can claim little praife beyond what is beftowed on the tranfcendent

beauty of its exterior ; for within, it exhibits nothing but a narrow and ill-built ftreet.

We vifited from thence a cottage with fome adjacent grounds, which two accom-

pliffied ladies from Ireland had laid out and ornamented with much tafle and elegance.

The fituation is romantic in the extreme, commanding the town and the vale below it,

in which feveral well-wooded bills form an agreeable contrail; to the wild fcene behind,

while encircling the fummit of a huge conic mountain, the broken fragments of Dinas-

Braan caille rife proudly in full front, and feem to defy every enemy but time, to which

they have at length fubmitted.

Under the condutl of a guide not abounding in intelligence we again fcaled the

mountains, and purfued a very dreary and uneven track over the Berouiu to the

wretched village and ftill more miferable inn of Llanrhaidr, from whence a rugged lane

led us to the celebrated catarad of the Piftill-Rhaidr. Though certainly the higheft,

this is far from being the moft pifturefque waterfall we had feen in our tour, and per-

baps it fails at the firil view to ftrike the fight fo forcibly as might be expefted, in con-

fequence of the great defedt it labours under in the total want of all external fcenery.

Here are no leafy groves to relieve the eye, no verdant lawns to fmooth the approach,

but a narrow valley between two barren hills carried us ftraight forward to the obje£t

of our fearch, which met our eyes with a difadvantageous famenefs of appearance

long before we arrived at it. We could not, however, but be impreffed with its mag-
nitude when we came upon the fpot, though the ftream was rather more fcanty than

ufual from a temporary deficiency of water. A lofty barrier of black rocks clofes the

vale here, from whofe fummit the torrent defcends in a perpendicular but uneven fall

of about one hundred and fifty feet, at the bottom of which it has worn its paflage

through a ridge of the projecting rock, and rufhes into the valley through an ex-

traordinary arch of its own making in another defcent of near fifty feet. The
objeft was ahogether fingular and ftupendous, and though the peculiar imagery of

landfcape was wanting, our moft fanguine expectations could not but be exceeded by

fo great a production of nature, which feemed to invade the realms of fancy, and ape

the magic drapery of an oriental romance.

Chap.
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Chap. V. — LlanvilHng. — Welch Pool. — Powis dijlk.— Vale of Montgomeryjfiire

Newtown on Severn.— Llanidloes. — Sources ofthe Severn mid the Wye.— Pojs of the

Mountain! between Montgomeryjbire and Cardiganjhire, to the Devil's bridge. —
T-Spi'jtiy-Tjlwith.— Strata Florida Abbey. — Tregaron. — Llanbadern Vawr. — Ta-

lypont. — View of the Mfluary of the Dovsy. — Machynthleth. — Aberdovey and
Barmouth Ferries.— Town Merionydd. — Wild Country at the Back of Cader Idris.

Grand Vieiv of Dolgelly and its Vale from thence. — Romantic Scenery of the Dovcy

above Dinafmonthy.— Mallwydd.— Cann's OJjice.— Z lanvair. — Montgomery.— Fn •

trance of England.— Bijhop's Cajlle.— Downton Cafile.— Grandeur of Ludlow, its

Cafik, and public Walk. — Croft's Cafle, Shobd n Court, and Ecrringtcn, —
Leominfler. — Hampton Court. — Wcobly. — Return to Radnordfjire and Brecknock-

fJnre.

FROM Llanrhaidr we had a pleafant ride to Llanvilling a fmall town in Montgo-
mery (hire hanging on the fide of a hill, and after pafiing a cheerful valley waihed by
the river Vernieu, we crofTed feveral high ridges, and defcended to Welch-pool, the

county town of Montgomery. This is one of the moft flourifliing places in North
Wales, confiderable works being eftabliflied near it, and an unufual air of opulence

prevailing both in the town and its vicinage. It confifts principally of one very hand-

fome ftreet, perpetually enlivened with the fhevv of confiderable trade ; its fituation

alfo is delightful, in a charming vale a little above the bank of the Severn, and clofe to

the fine grounds of Powis CaTUe. Lord Littleton's animated defcription of that man-
fion taught me to expeft more beauty and grandeur than I found there, though its

fituation is certainly very ftriking, and the profpedt it commands finely varied. The
whole vale of Montgomery lies fpread beneath the eminence on which it ftands, and the

hills bounding it on all fides rife in the boldefl forms, while the Severn, though it does

not here aflume the appearance of a great river, fhews itfelf pleafantly difperfed in fe-

veral diftinft points of Tiew, and fufficiently enlivens the fcene. The town of Welch-
pool alfo adds a beauty to the whole, from its fortunate pofition, while the oppofite

mountains of Briethen and MoeUy-golfa rife at once out of the level of the vale with great

fublimity; on the fummit of one of which the county of Montgomery has erefted a high

pillar to commemorate the victory of Admiral Rodney. In addition to thefe diftant

objeds, the floping hills and fwelling lawns of the park, covered with thick planta-

rions, and decorated with abundance of fine timber, form a magnificent outline to the

place, and command views wonderfully extenfive on every fide, taking in the fummits

of Cader-Idris, and fome of the higheil mountains in North Wales. Graced with

thefe ftriking advantages of pofition, Powis caftle does not in itfelf prefent that majeftic

objeft which tradition and imagination would teach a traveller to look for, and the ne-

gledled ftate it has long languiflied in, deduds fiill more from its confequence. Built

with a dufky red ftone, which ftrikes the eye at a diftance with the afpeft of an ill co -

loured brick, an irregular mafs of heavy walls and towers difplays itfelf, almoft with-

out a front to be diftinguifhed. The mournful folemnity of the wilderneffes and grafs-

grown terraces of the gardens, defcending in the forfaken grandeur of the laft century,

is exceeded by the general defolation and melancholy which prevail within, where a

range of ill-fliaped and uninhabited apartments exhibits the cumbrous pomp of old fa-

fhioned decoration, and feems tottering to decay with the few remaining turrets

that furround it. A long room near the caftle, which was once connected with it,

has
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has been lately fitted up in the modern flyleas a ball-room, but the proportion of 1 17

feet in length by only 20 in breadth is extremely deficient. Such is the prefent ap-

pearance of this grand but neglcfted place, on which if a very little of that tafte and

expence which have been laviflied on inferior fpots could be fuccefsfully beftowcd, it

would foon fliine ahnoft unrivalled in beauty and magnificence.

A rich vale watered by the Severn, here majefHc in its infancy, conveyed us between

fine meadows, pleafing eiiclofures, and populous villages, to the delightful fpot which

Newtown occupies, almofl encompaired by the river, and furrounded by high wooded

hills, on one of which a gentleman has built a temple, from whence fome of the fined

views in the country may be obtained, 'liie plain now began to contract itfelf, and the

mountains to clofe round it, through the various apertures of which feveral valleys

opened, bringing their tributary waters to increafe the Severn, which rolled its mean-

dering dream between hills lincly tufted with wood and variegated with pafturcs, as it

defcended from the heights of Plinlinimon to the little town of Llanidloes. Ihe pe-

culiar mixture of grandeur and population which didinguifhes this traft of counlrj',

fonr.s its principal ornament, and unites in a happy ademblage thofe objeds which

pleafe the eye with their tranquil beauty, and furprile it with their dupendous ap-

pearance. Woods, orchards, corn-fields, and pailures, are fcattered every where in

profufion ; neat farm houlcs and others of a /uperior order occupy fome of the bed

pofitions, and many rou,_;h brid^;es of timber thrown acrofs the river make a pidu-

relque addition to the landfcape, in which a degree of ruftic elegance prevails, not in-

compatible with the general air of poverty and fimplicity which feems annexed to the

mountainous charader of the country. Llanidloes, the only town of note in this dil-

trict, though a poor place, is well laid out in four wide dreets, with a fpacious mar-

kct-houfe in the centre ; its wooden bridge over the Severn is very antient and mucli

out of repair ; but it appears to be ufed by carriages only in times of flood, the river

here being fordable.

The fources of this river and the Wye are not far didant from Llanidloes in the

recedes of PlinUmmon, each of which has formed the channel of a different valley, both

being at iirtl inconfiderable dreams, and undidinguiflied by any peculiar objeds. The
Severn flows from the north-wctl, and bears at fird the original Briiifli name of the

Hafren river ; the head of the Wye is at no great didance from it towards the fouth,

and its courfc at fird inclines fouthward. As we quitted the banks of the Severn,

and advanced towards thofe of the Wye, the wooded afpect of the country began to

change, and cultivation contradting itfelf within narrower limits, became lod at length

in an immenfe expanfe of bare and dreary mountains. After an arduous ride of fome

miles, unmarked by any pleafing object, we defcended to the Wye, at the melancholy

village of Llangerig, and keeping fome time on the fide of it, eroded it by a marvcl-

loufly rocky ford, where it was little more than a rivulet. Our road now became ia-

cxprcdibly laborious, being in great part unfiniflied, and even where it was made,

impending Iriglitfully on a narrow flielf over tremendous precipices. At length we

reached one of the heights which form the bafe of Plinlinimon, and defcended pre-

cipitately to the banks of the Rliydol, which we followed to the wretched village of

Spwtty, and foon afterwards eroded our original track from Abcrydwith to Rhyader-

gowy near the Devil's bridge in Cardiganfliire.

Pafling beneath the woods and numerous plantations of Havod, we foon reached the

village of Spwtty-Ydwith, and eroding a ridge of hills in which the Tivy finds its

fourcc, defcended to the banks of that river to vifit the few mouldering fragments of

Siralfleur, or Strata Florida abbey. A fine circular gateway which formed the wed
end
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end of the church, is all that remains fufficiently entire to convey an idea cf its origi-

nal ftruclurc, which was rebuilt by Edward I. after having been burnt in his wars

with the Welch. The Tivy here is a fmall ftream, and the town of Tregaron, to

which it led us> an inconfiderable place, remarkable only for its church. A very wild

track from thence led us back to the banks of the Yftwith, juft below Lord Lifburne's

feat of Croffwood park ; from whence we pafled by Mr. Powell's plei:fant place of

Nanrios, and leaving Aberylhvltii about two miles on the left, eroded the Rhydol
to reach the ancient tov.n of Llanbadern Vawr, which is thought to have been a Ro-
man ftation. As Aberyllwith has fwelled into importance in its neighbourhood, this

place has funk into infignificance, and can now be reputed as little better than a vil-

lage, the fine Gothic edifice of whofe church, which was the cathedral of a BritiQi

bifliop, alone denotes its former grandeur.

At a fhort diflance from Llanbadern Vawr we joined the great road leading from
Aberyftwith to North Wales, and after palling the village of Talypont gained a view

"of the coaft, juft where a bold range of mountains extend along the Merioneth{hirt

bank of the great river Dovey, which divides that county from Cardigan and Mont-
gomerylhire. This ftream, which is here an aeftuary, ravages a confiderable plain

with its inundations, and proves how ftrongly its irregular and violent fuppliesfrom

the mountains at times perponderate over the regular current of the river, and the

fettled acceflion of its tides. The oppoiite range of mountains rifes abruptly in thofe

rocky piles for which North Wales is juftly celebrated, while the river winds in a

broad fheet of water, fometimes approaching their bafes, and at others difporting

itfelf in bold curves through the vale. The vale itfelf appears abundantly enriched

with woods and the appearance of population ; a variety of neat villages are fpread

over it, and feveral iron works are eftablilhed within its confines : large veflels alfo

are moored in different points of the river, io that the whole fcene, as viewed from

the road, which frequently occupies a high fhelf above the fouthern bank of the Do-
vey, partakes in a very remarkable degree of the fcenery appropriate to mountains,

intermixed with the bufy and artificial difplay which attends raanufadories and navi-

gable rivers.

Re-entering Montgomery {hire by the ftream of Llyfnanr, which divides it from
Cardiganfhire, we foon reached the town of Machynthleth, which may be confiderei

as the capital of this pleafant and populous diftridf, confifting of three handfonie

ftreets, with a good bridge. The Dovey, or Dyffi, which rifes in the mountains

between Dinafmonthy and Bala, flows beneath it, and falls into the fea at Aberdovey
where a ferry is eftablilhed acrofs its mouth to the Cardiganfliire bank ; from whence
a road leads on the coaft fouthward to Aberyftwith, and northward by another ferry

over the asftuary of the Mawdoch and Avon to Barmouth. Thefe ferries are very in-

convenient, and the roads leading to them being narrow and ill-made, are frequently

formed on a flielf on the cHffs, impending over the fea in frightful precipices, with-

out the fecurity of a parapet. In the courfe of this pafs along the coaft we came to

the little town of Towyn, or Town Merionydd, backed by a range of high mountains,

which (though not immediately on the coaft) has been reforted to as a fea bathing

place, after the manner of Barmouth, but has not much beauty or convenience to

recommend it; Machynthleth is about twelve miles dillant, and a good road is made
acrofs the hills, to that town, by which we returned to it.

As we advanced up the vale of the Dovey from Machynthleth towards the north,

feveral beautiful points of view difplayed themfelves from every eminence, and ihe

counti7, as far as the neat village of Mallwydd, bore a pleafant, populous, and cul-

7 tivated
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tivated afpe£l. There nature began to afTume her rougher drefs, and when we reach-

ed the wretche'd and ahnoft deferted town of Dinafinonthy, rocks appeared piled upon

rocks before us, and the fouthern bafe of Cader-idris feemed to block up all further

paflage. Winding through the hollows beneath that great mountain, we foon loft all

traces of cultivation, with the appearance of human habitations ; the river fhrunk

into a rivulet, and foon afterwards that rivulet was loft as we paiTed the feveral torrents

which fed it in our laborious afcent over one of its protruding mafles. Having at

length gained this fubordinate fummit, we enjoyed a delightful view of the vale we
had before vifited, where the Mawdoch and the Avon uniting form a vaft seftuary,

and haften to join the fea at Barmouth. Huge craggy mountains environ this fpot

and towards the weft the high pointed fummits of Cader-Idris are exalted ; the valleys

of the Avon and the Mawdoch prefent two charming ftripes of cultivation below, encir-

cling their rivers, and the town of Dolgelly appears to great advantage in the centre

of the plain, with its high tower and the Gothic arches of its old bridge.

Returning to Dinafmonthy, which, though once a place of importance, can hardly

now boaft the confequence of a village, we penetrated into the recefles of thofe heights

in which the Dovey finds its fource, by the road which leads from thence to Bala,

and were abundantly gratified with the difplay of mountains, rocks, and torrents,

with which nature has fuperbly decorated this wild and romantic part of North Wales.

At length, fully fatiated with its wonders and beauties, we returned into Montgo-

meryfhire at Mallwydd, and pafling over a confiderable eminence, defcended into a

cheerful plain, in the centre of which a little above the river Verniew, we found the

inn of Cann's or Canon's office, which was formerly an ecclefiaftical or military

ftation, and is furrounded with feveral traces of ancient fortifications. Another afcent

at the extremity of this plain brought us to the fmall town of Llanvair, agreeably

fituated in a deep hollow furrounded by cultivated and wooded hills, rifing in perpetual

undulations. After traverfing a long fucceflion of inequalities formed in the cavities

of thefe hills, we reached one of the points where they tei-minate in the vale of the

Severn between Welch-pool and Montgomery, and crofled that river near our for-

mer track, paffing by Nant-cribba, a pleafant feat of Lord Hereford, to vifit the

latter place. AVe found it an ill built and irregular town, but the eminence on
which it is fituated is ftrikiog ; the fragments of its caftle, which are mere walls, ftand

boldly on a high mount projefting into the vale. This town was made a free borough

by a charter of Henry III., and was a confiderable place till the increafing importance

of Welch-pool eclipfed it ; fince that time it has fallen into infignificance, and now
bears rather a deferted appearance ; its caftle was reduced to ruins in the time of th«

civil wars, when it yielded to the parliament forces, after having experienced great va-

riety of fortune fince its foundation in i 092.

At the diftance of a few miles from Montgomery, we finally quitted North Wales,

and re-entered England ; afcending a ftecp hill, from which we enjoyed a moft exten-

five and bcautiiul prnfpeft over the Severn, its vale, the town of Montgomery, and

the plantations above Powis caftle near Welch-pool. A downifli trafl: of country in

the remoteft corner of Shropfliire fucceeded, where the old irregular town of Biftiop's

Caftle lay fpread over the fide of a confiderable eminence. Soon afterwards we pafted

through a fine park belonging to Lord Clive, within fight of the houfe, and proceeded

through a rich and fertile vale to Ludlow. About four miles before we reached

that place, we deviated a little from the road, turning to the right towards the valley

formed by the Teme, to vifit Downton caftle, the much admired feat of Mr. Knight.

Great espence and pcculia» tafte have been beftowed on its formation, nor is there a

5 point
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point about the hovife or grounds that does not mark the fancy of its owner, generally

corred, and even pleafing in its eccentricities. A modern caftlc muii: be reckoned among
thele, for it is by no means a convenient f^rm of building ; nor docs this in any refpciEl,

either of figure or pofition,refemble tliofe ancient fortreffes which abound in that quarter
of the kingdom. Still, irregular and unaccountable as it appears, the eye is upon the
whole rather plcafed than offended with it, and the affortment of apartments within,

fome of which are very fplendid, does not Icffen its effeft. In the management of his

grounds Mr. Knight has been equally fuccefsful and particular ; for though an acci-

dental vifitor may lament the want of expanded lawns, rifing plantations, and a

broad flieet of water, yet muft his adherence to his fyftem of leaving nature unfettered

by art ftand eafdy cxcufed, if not applauded, where her thickets, her rivers, and her
paftures, are fo happily dil'pofcd. Charming indeed is the valley, which is here divided

by the gentle Teme, flowing beneath a range of waving hills, clothed with thick wood,
and crowned with tufted groves.

As foon as we regained the great road, we pafled by a fecond feat of Lord Clive,

called Oakley park, abounding in fine old timber, and immediately afterwards came in

fight of the handfome town of Ludlow.

The bold fituation of this place, covering the top of a confiderable hill ; its lofty

tower, fplendid houfes, and the magnificent ruin of its caftle, cannot but excite con-
fiderable furprize in a ftranger, when fiift he obferves the beauty and ornament with
which nature and art have combined to create fo polifhed a town in a remote corner
of the kingdom. The church is a fuperb building, and moft of the ftrects well-form-
ed, notwithflanding their fleepnefs, abound in handfome houfes, which command ex-
tenfive views over a beautiful country, terminated grandly by the Cley hills on one
fide. Ludlow caRle, once the proud refidence of the lords marchers of the Welch
borders, now exhibits a majeflic ruin, in which the fymmetry of its great hall, and
feveral other fine apartments may yet be traced ; a large round tower Hands in the
centre of the court, whofe Gothic arches and light pilaflers are not unlike the deco-
rations of fome of our chapter-houfes. Immediately beneath its walls a delightful

public walk, well laid out and planted, is condudled round the mount which forms
its foundation, commanding the Teme with its rich courfe of meadows, and the op-
pofite range of wild irregular hills. This forms the principal promenade of the
elegant town of Ludlow, and there do the modern beaux and belles of its neigh-
bourhood affemble on a fpot, renowned in the days of chivalry for the martial
tournament, and in thofe of claflic fame, for the poetic difplay of the court of
Comus.
The noble but neglefted refidence of Croft's caftle ; Shobdon court, the fine feat

of Lord Bateman ; and Berrington, the highly ornamented place of Mr. Harley, at-

tracted our attention as we defcended into the rich vale of Herefordfliire, abounding
in orchards and hop-grounds, and encircled with hedge-rows of elms. Deep in
this plain, and furrounded by wretched roads, we found the old and ill-paved town of
Leominfter, obfervable only for its large church, in which the Saxon and Gothic forms
of architedure are extraordinarily blended. At a few miles didance from this

town, under the Dinmoor hills, which divide this vale from that of Hereford, we
fought the venerable manfion of Hampton-court, built by King Henry IV. of Lancaf-
ter, when earl of Hereford, afterwards poffeffed by the earls of Coningfby, and at

prefent the feat of Lord Maiden. Much addition having been made of late to this

place, it may now be called a highly finifhed and elegant refidence ; but the old
towers and gateways appeared to me the moll interefting part of the ftrudure. The
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grounds alfo are well laid out in the modern tafle, yet two great hills covered with rich

wood, far eclipfed the new creation, and we lamented that feme of the old avenue shad
been facrificed to make room for young plantations.

Proceeding along the vale from Leominlter by an execrable road, and parting be-

neath the two high conic hills called Robin Hood's butts, we foon reached the poor
!o\vii of Weobly, diltinguiflied only by its high fpire, and fituated beneath foine iinc

rifnig grounds, which opening into the greai plain of Herefordihire, difclofed all Its

riches again to our view. l"he filver ftream of the Wye flowing through its ena-

melled meadows, and the bold projections of the Black mountain with the Van
ofErecknockfhire, now hailed our return to that delightful part of South Wales, where
the hofpitable manfions of our friends again received us after our long and Interefting

travel.

Chap. VI. — General Obfervatlons on Wales, and its Inhabitants.

HAVING thus fulfilled my defign in making a thorough furvey of the principality

of Wales, I cannot properly conclude this work without recording a few obfervatlons

on the manners of the people and the nature of the countries I have defcribed, fol-

lowing nearly the fame line which I purfued in my remarks on Scotland and its inha-

bitants.

The divifion of Wales into itstwo great diflrifts of North and South, and the feveral

counties contained in them, is fuppofed to have been marked formcily by as great a

variation in the manners of their inhabitants, produced by local cultoms prevailing in

each, and the fyftems of hoftility which exifled under their feveral princes. The frank

and earnefl: temper of the Welch, aided by a natural degree of charafterKlic pride,

.

kept up the fpirit of thefe diftindions long after the caufes of them had fubfided, and
few nations have fhewn, in modeni times at lead, fo flrong an attachment to the cuf-

toms, the traditions, and the long-traced defcent of their anceftors. Infenfibly, how-
ever, in the lapfe of time,, are thefe points of variation from their neighbours finking

into oblivion, their afperities have been foftened down by mutual intercourfe, and

what remains is far more pleafing and curious than ofFenfive to a ftranger. The
provincial divifions have long fince ceafed to prefent any material difference in man-
ners, except where peculiar circumftances (as in almofl the whole of Pembrokefliire,

and apart of the coafl of Glamorganflnre), have introduced a totally different people.

Even the greater feparation between the inhabitants of North and South Wales has, in

a confiderable degree, difappeared ; their manners being fo blended that, except the

imiform and almoft exclufive attachment to the mufic of the harp, it is now difficult

to diflinguiih the few traces of originality which have been fo long boafted by the na-

tive of North Wales as proofs of his fuperiority. The intervention of a third na-

tion has in great meafure effeded this, and the domineering influence of the Englifh

charaifler has in a manner amalgamated itfelf with two collateral malTes, which might

perhaps, though not infimilar, have never otherwife thoroughly united with each

other. Englifli laws, Englifli judges, and above all, the contlantly increafing con-

nexion with Englifli families, mufl in time do away every efTential difference

between the inhabitants of the two countries, and if another century is allowed

to roll on in profperity, even the lanuage of Wales feems likely to be loft,

and thofe traits of peculiarity, which we now find it difficult to colled, will va-

Refine-
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Refinement has not yet attained to fo high a pitch in Wales that the fecial vir-

tues fhould be cxtlnguifhed, or even much obfcured by apathy ; among thefe virtues

may judly be reckoned that lingular attachment ofits inhabitants to each other, which
prevails mofl eminently in private families, and univerfally in the whole community.

Thus is the genei'al band of union ftrengthened by reciprocal good offices between all

orders of people, the rich alhiling the poor with a kind of parental folicitude for their

welfare, and the peafants exhibiting that veneration towards their great land-owners,

which they have been accuftomed to fliew from age to age to their anceflors. So
harmlefs a relique of the feudal dominion is produflive here of much benefit to Ibciety,

for inftances of oppreflion and tyranny are very rare in modern times, nor perhaps are

thofe in power more difpofed to mifule it, than thofe under them to fubmit to an undue

cxercife of it. Yet is even this happy trait of chara£ler in danger of being loft as re-

finement increafes, if the gentlemen of Wales, following the example of thofe of Eng-
land, defert their proper ftations, and lofeonce that high eftimation which the impofing

prefence of an adive and upright landlord has tranfmitted to pofterity. A more
ufeful or dignified being indeed can hardly exift than a native man of landed property

in Wales, living with credit in the manfion houfe of his anceftors, and exercifing Iiis

talents for the general good as an upright magiflrate, a friendly neighbour, and a li-

beral benefaftor.

High fpii-it, energetic animation, and courage, may be accounted ftrong points of

the Welch charaQer; and thefe, when properly exhibited, cannot fail to create re-

fpeft and admiration. That zeal which attaches the numerous branches of families to

each other, and the tenants to their landlords, often calls thefe propenfities of

the mind into adion, nor are there wanting examples, in which they have been

difplaycd with a force and fentiment almoft bordering upon romance. A ftriking

hiftance of natural, as well as national intrepidity, was fliewn in the fpring of

1797, when crowds thronged together on the firft rumour of the French invafion

;

peai'ants unufed to military difcipline, ranged themfelves under the ftandard of

Lord Cawdor, and even the women of Pembrokefhire contributed to difmay the

enemy.
Hofpitality, that engaging afieftion, which may take root in every nation, but

which retreats in general from the feats of opulence and luxury, is peculiarly adapted

to the dil'pofition of the Welch, and wherever an opportunity has occurred, I liave

often witneiTed its fafcinating influence. This ever-blooming flower frequently adorns

thofe rugged tradls which would feem almoft impervious to the haunts of men, in the

moft dreary wilds it charms the wearied fenlcs of the traveller, and it flouriflies emi-

nently in the remotcft vallies of Cambria. Open, ingenuous, and confideratc, the

native gentleman of Wales difpenfes freely around him the benefits he receives from

his pofition, and fupports the character he derives from his predeceflbrs by a well-timed

and liberal attention to all who fall within his fphere of aftion. No afperfion can he

more falfo than that which has defcribed the Welch as averfe to ftrangers, and weli

may thofe travellers contradid it, who coming into the country properly recommended,

have been ihewn its curiofities with all the energy of zealous attention, and entertained

with that kind of impreliive welcome, v/hich may be fought for in vain in more poliflied

diftrids.

Some few defeds appear amidft the many valuable qualities of the Welch ; but even

thefe may frequently be traced to the excels ol virtues, and as the general civiliz.itio.n

increafes, they will no longer be obfervable. Hence has the natural charader for

animation fometimes partaken too much of warmth of temper, and a iiaftinefs of ex-

4 N 2 preflion
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,
preffion has gained the Welchman the reputation of being quarrelfoinc. Conviviah'ty

in too great an extreme, has in fome focieties led to habitual intemperance ; the mi-

nute attention to ancient cultonis has ohen retarded improvement, and the veneration

fliewn to a long line of anceftors has occafionally degenerated into the (lifFnefs of fa-

mily pride. The higlier orders of fociety have already, in great meafure, emanci-

pated themfelvcs from thefe fliackles, but the lower are yet flow in following fo lau-

dable an example. Among them the prevalent vice of drunkennels is apt to fofter

the feeds of every other evil ; a litigious fpirit, too often fomented induftrioufly by

the arts of chicane, fuperfedes frequently the natural tendency to fair deahng, an ha-

bitual idlenefs Ihuts up the fources of indullry, and a want of attention to cleanlinefs,

encumbering poverty, degrades it by the fqualid appearance of want, raggednefs, and

difeafe. Thefe flradcs in the national charafter, which are by no means fo general

as they have been, already fading imperceptibly beneath the funihine of profperity,

and theintrodudlion of arts and nianufadlures, mufl ultimately yield to that enlighten-

ed fpirit which arifes from an enlarged intercourfe with other countries, and the re-

gular progrefs of improvement in every branch of induftry.

Man has not alone been confidered in the blefhngs fo liberally beftowed, for the

face of Nature mull abundantly confefs her benign influence, and Wales far exceeds

all its neighbouring diflrids in romantic beauty. In cultivation and refinement, it

certainly as yet falls Ihort of its powerful and poliflied miftrefs ; but in the rude grandeur

and unfettered fublimity of wild rocks, lofty mountains, and rapid torrents, few coun-

tries can furpafs it. Its vales, fertile, pifturefque, and well inhabited, frequently

burd upon the fight of an aftonifhed traveller with a charm difficult to be defcribed,

after he has traverfed the long and dreary wafle of the intervening mountains. Fine

rivers, abounding in romantic fcenery, pervade the principality in every direftion, and

ilfuing from their central mountains, form in their curves thofe vallies through which they

difport themfelves in their paffage to either fea. Thefe ftreams are moiHy rapid in their

origin, but many of 1hem change their charader, like the Severn, from the nature of

the countries through which they ifow ; and fome, like the Wye, after experiencing

fuch a change, rtfume at lafl their prifline appearance, and become again engulphed in

rocks and mountains.

The Severn may be faid to belong indifcriminately to either divifion, while the Dee,

with the Conway and the Dovey, in North Wales, may be fully thought rivals to the

Wye, the Ulke, and the Towey, in the fouth. The Briftol channel and the mouth

of the Dee may be confidered as seffuaries nearly equal in magnitude ; the romantic

beauties of the Tivy, the Yflwith, and the Rhydol, may be balanced with thofe of

the Clwydd, the Drwydd, and the Mawdoch ; nor can the broad bafm of Milford-

haven in South Wales, be thought infimilar to the lake of Bala in the North, either

in the grandeur of its form, or its barenefs, while the fcenery attendant on its curving

branches may anfwer to that which decorates the Menai flraits between Caemarvon-

fhire and Anglefca. In the height of its mountains, their rocks, and catarafts.

North Wales mufl certainly claim the pre-eminence, nor can the wild trads furround-

ing the bafes of Snowdon, Cader-Idris, and the valley of the Dee, be matched by cor-

refponding objefls in its fouthern neighbour. In cultivation and abundant popula-

tion, South Wales may juftly bear the palm of preference, and that divifion peculiarly

excels in the effeft produced by rich plains and vallies, thickly overfpread with towns

and villages, and bounded by a majeflic outline of hills, which in many parts afpire to

the grandeur and elevation of mountains.

7 Each
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Each country may boaft its vales, which generally take their names from their ap-

propriate rivers : the vales of Clwytld and of Montgomery are the only very expanded

ones I know in North Wales ; but thofe of the Dee, the Con\\ay, and of Feiciniog,

are wonderfully fuperior in romantic features, and the majelly of the furrounding

objeds. Thofe of the Wye, the Towey, and the Ufke, in South Wales, excel both

in extent, population, and placid beauty, intermixed with various majeflic features
;

thofe of the Taafl'e, the Neath, the Tivy, the Yftwith, and the Rhydol, partake

much of the appropriate fcenery of the IcfTer vallies of North Wales, but do not fully

equal them. The towns and villages difTer not much in either country, but are

more abundant in South Wales, and in both they have experienced improvement
from occafional circumffances

;
great roads towards Ireland have been introduced

through each, and in both have manufaflures been eltablifhed with much fpirit ami

efi'edt, fo that the coal and iron works of Merthyr-Tydvil and its vicinage in Glamor-
ganfhire and Brecknockfhire may vie with thofe of copper in the Paris mountain in

i\nglefea, and the various eftablifliments near Holywell in Flintlhire. This advan-

tageous accelTion of commercial importance is gradually increafing in perfeclion, and
canals made to tranfport its produdions are now forming to pervade the country in

various direftions, and facilitate the intercourfe of the feveral divifions with

each other, and of both with England. Throughout the whole of Wales are

to be traced in various parts the military roads and feveral curious reliques of the Ro-
mans ; the monuments of ancient Britifh grandeur are ftill more univerfal, nor do the

ivy-mantled abbey or the ruined caftle appear any where more frequent, or in more
pidurefque pofitions. The proud towers of Caernarvon, Conway, and Harlech,

with the abbeys of Vale-crucis and Bafinkwork, diffinguifh North Wales ; and South
Wales may as juftly pride itfelf in the magnificent fragments of Caerphilli, Pembroke,
and Kilgarren caftles, with the fplendid monaftic remains of Tintern, Llantony, and
Strata Florida, and the princely ecclefiaftical ruins of St. David's.

Thus have nature, art, and even the vefliges of decayed grandeur, adorned both
parts of this interefling portion of our ifland with peculiar and mutual advantages

;

for the increafing improvement of each happy traft we may be allowed to hope, from
the continued favour of Providence, and the fuccefsful induftry of man. So, when

' that happy period arrives, in which all local diflinftions of its parts are loft in the

perfeftion of the whole, the impetuous fpirit of the Welch, correfted by, and
correding in its turn, the tempered perfeverance of the Englifh, may contribute

to confirm, and prolong to future ages, the energetic refpeSability of the Britifh

•character.

THE
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THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF A NEW TOUR IN WALES, IS EXTRACTED
FROM MR. M/lLKIN's TOUR.

SINCE the firft edition of this work was publidied, Merthyr-Tydvil church has

been taken down, and is re-building on a larger fcale. The chapel is finiflied, and

licenfed by the bifiiop. On my vifit to this place, in the fummer of 1 806, I found that

great improvements had been made in the town within the lafl two years. Many
new ftreets, in addition to thofe before mentioned, have been built, which are fuffici-

cntly ftrait and wide, and more have been laid out. The new houfes are in general

good, and fomc of the older ftreets have been re-built on an improved plan. Mr. Ma-
ber, the rector, has lately obtained an a<Sl: of parliament to enable him to grant leafes

on the glebe for building. Thefe leafes are in general for three lives, but fome of

them for a term of years. Nearly the whole of the glebe has been laid out in regular

ftreets for building; but the effedts of the fcheme cannot be afcertained for fome time,

as the profits will be uncertain, and the dilapidation very great. Should this fpecula-

tion anfwcr, it may be calculated that when thefe leafes expire, the annual rents of the

houfes, with other advantages which will accrue from an extended population, will

render the rectory of Merthyr-Tydvil greatly fuperior in yearly income to the bifiiop-

ric of LandafF. It is a curious circumftance, that a few years back the whole revenue

of the reftory, which was then more than three hundred pounds per annum, was

infufficient to pay the parochial rates. I think, if my memory is correft, that in one

year Mr. Maber paid five pounds more than he received from his living. The poor-

rates are tremendous, owing to the influx of ftrangers to the works.

Avery good canal, of which fome incidental notice has before been taken, is made

from Merthyr-Tydvil to Cardiff. It was begun about fixteen years ago, and com-

pleted in June 1798. From the tide-lock, where it enters Penarth harbour, up to

the town of Cardiff, it is navigable, as was before mentioned, for fhips of 40 tons.;

but from Cardiff to Merthyr-Tydvil, it is navigable for barges of 100 tons: the head

of this canal, at Merthyr-Tydvil bridge, is 568 feet five inches higher than the tide-

lock, two miles below Cardiff, where it falls into Penarth harbour; and for a part

of this diftance it fkirts precipitous mountains, at the height of near 300 feet above

the river Taaffe, which it clofely acompanies through its whole length. This canal has

upwards of forty locks on it, in the fpace of twenty-fix niiles, which is its whole length;

and it is croffed by more than forty bridges. The new tram-road runs nearly by its

fide. It was conftru£ted under the firft a£t of parliament ever paffed for thefe roads.

On the twenty-firfh of February 1804, ten tons of iron and feventy perfons were drawn

for nine miles by the power of fleam.

Merthyr-Tydvil has three market-places, which are well fupplled twice every week,

on Wednefdays and Saturdays. It 1ms feveral fairs in the year ; and in the fame

parifli, on the top of a mountain, about two miles out of the town, there is a very

ancient market-place, with a large public-houfe and a cottage or two. Here weekly-

markets have been held for at leafl 800 years, during the fummer feafon, from the

fourteenth of May to the fourteenth of October. This fingular market is in its feafon

frequented by great numbers. There are alio feveral large fairs for cattle chiefly held

here. 1

3
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The neighbourhood of Merthyr-Tydvil abounds with excellent coal, iron ore, very

good mill-ftoncs, and lime-ftone rocks, in which are found beds of black marble, equal

to that of Derbyfliire. They afford marble of various other colours, fome variegated

like the Broccatello in the South of France. In this country impregnated with iron, cha-

lybeate fprings abound. Excellent flag-flones for paving, and a very good kind of

flate for covering roofs, are plentifully found in this neighbourhood, and indeed through-

out the mountainous dillrid; of Glamorgan. While I am on this fubjc£l:, it will not

be impertinent to obferve, that though the French are, generally fpeaking, infinitely be-

hind us in all the ufeful arts of life, they have a manifell fuperiority in their mode of

tiling and flating their houfes. The roof of a houfe in Paris is as fynimetrical a

part of the building as the elegant ftone front ; nor is the one difcernable from the

other but by a near and curious examination; but our clumfy and inartificial roofs either

disfigure the architedure nioft unmercifully, or are concealed by the unworkmanlike
device of a parapet, which conti'ibutcs neither utility nor ornament, beyond the negative

apology of covering a defect. Ma!kin''s South Wales, 1807, 2 vols. 8 vo. I. 276.

The Defeript'ion given by Mi: Malkin of the clajfical Houfe of Havod (fince unfortu-

nately dejlroyed by Eire) ivill, though fomewbat prolix, interefl every Reader of
Ta/te.

BEYOND the lead mines, the finoothnefs of the road,^ a narrow ftripe of cultiva-

tion by the Yflwith, on which, however poor, the bewildered eye fixes as a refting-

place, a hill in front, crowned with the novel ornament of a plantation, befpeak the

approach to objeds more cheai-ful, to a fcene of brilliant enchantment, prepared be-

hind the fliifting caverns and magic-ftruck abodes, which feem only placed there to

heighten the efleft, and be withdrawn. I do not know that I was ever fenfible of more
pleafure or rehef, than on the unexpefted fight of that woody hill, at my firft vifit.

The road turning fuddenly to the right, leads up to Pentre Briwnant inn, one of the

mofl wretched and deftitute imaginable, in a fituation that challenges the refidence of
a nobleman. It is placed on the edge of a very high hill, overlooking the continu-

ation of Cvvm Yflwith into I^avod grounds, and backed by a large mountain tow-

eiing above it, furmounted in its turn by higher elevations, rifing to the top of Plin-

limmon. The barren and gloomy prevails over the landfcape ; but the foftening

features to the left add an inexprelTible charm, and render the fite of this poor inn a

fubjedl of pifturefque admiration and envy. The premifes are on the fame eflate with

the lead mines. They are miferable, and miferably kept : yet are the attractions of

the vicinity fuch, that many parties are induced to bear ^\ith the privations of the

place for days together, while they explore fbmeiimes the wild, and fometimes the

cultivated beauties furrounding them.

The entrance to Havod by this approach, is at the fliepherd's cot, on the hill to the

South. The defcent by the foot-path fromPentre Briwnant inn is (leep and romantic. The
foot-bridge acrofs the ftream affords a fcene of pichirefque and entangled wildnefs.

The hard and milk-white rocks above arc worn into a w himlical variety of fhapes.

The wood around and below hangs its ornamental fringe over the rugged workman-
fhip of nature ; while the torrent, foaming between its rough and deepened confines,

falulet;
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falutes both the eye and ear in its tumultuous paflage down the declivity. The encir-

cling hills, which hem in the low recefs on every fide, with here and there a fingle

cottage on their brows, iinpoic -an afped of dignified retirement on the whole, while

tlie lower view, penetrating the groves that exquifitely furnifh what the name im-

plies, a fummer retreat, gives a foretafte of the pleafures to be enjoyed within the

domain. It is a charafteriftic of Havod, that it does not unfold itfelf at firft

:

there is no approach by which the ftranger's admiration is arrefted at the gate. The
way by the fhepherd's cot, leading only round the farm, is not a carriage road. It is

the leaft ftriking of all the entrances, and therefore, perhaps the beft. Some of the

younger plantations form the only clothing of the hills in this angle ; but thefe pro-

inife hereafter to rifenito fiately woods. For fome little way, we encounter the rough-

nefs and diforder of an entirely new creation. High as is the ground on which we
ftand, the ulterior profpect is intercepted by a maffy rock of great compafs and eleva-

tion, protruding its fharp corners and projefting fragments in every direction, almofl;

divefled of foil, and but lately a mere objeft of barren horror. Yet has this hopelefs

experiment been fubmitted to the planter's hand, and that with pradical fuccefs.

Every year the hardy firs are extending their bolder ihoots, and more richly adorning

that ruggednefs by contrail, which their utmoft luxuriancy can never tame. If fuch

be the character of this rock, as you pafs under it on high ground, I need fcarcely

fay how ornamental it appears, when viewed at various points from the depth of the

valley. The road winds round this promontory, and efcaping from its obflru6tions,

fuddenly opens on fuch an aflemblage of beauty and grandeur, ftretched out to the

very limits of the perfpeftive, as few fpots on this ifland can equal for furprife and Angu-

larity. After having been traveUing at the foot of Plinlimmon, to find the bed of the

Yftwith, with its groves and meadows, ftill far beneath the level on which we are

ftanding, is fo unexpefted a circumflance, that we rather ftart, as at the \vithdrawing

of a curtain from before a pidure, than believe it a reality. The winding of the

river, here foaming impetuoufly over rocks, there fpreading its broad and glafly fur-

face, like a lake; theendlefs woods, hanging on the mountain fides in long array,

fometimes rifing to the top, but oftener contrafted by the naked ridge ; fome planted

there by nature, before all attefted evidence of human habitation
; yet more that owe

their luxuriance to the novel and well direfted eftorts of their owner ; trails of culti-

vation, pifturefquely circumflanced, breaking out in the diftances, and deftroying the

uniformity ;—all thefe, and a thoufand other indefcribable beauties, confpire to render

the firfl general view of this place fo fatisfying, as to fet at defiance all hazard of dif-

appointment from the mod fanguine anticipation. Nor will even the annual vifitor look

with a fatiatcd eye at the growing improvements of the fcene whether natural or ar-

tificial. The point of view I am defcribing is flill further adorned by the elegant fpire

of a beautiful little church, embofomed in the higheft woods of the oppofite hill.

This church was finifhed but a few months before my firft arrival, and had no exiftence

when the lateft defcription of Havod was written, but now rifes into one of its firfl

ornaments^ and announces to the ftranger a new order of things in the wilds of Car-

diganfhire. At the time of my fummer vifit, I had not the advantage of being with

the family; but I had been overtaken by appointment on my way, by an intelligent

and indefatigable friend, in whofe company I had determined to explore, whatever

we could difcover that was intcrefting, beyond the route of the cuftomary attendant.

We immediately decided to make for the church, and, for that purpofe, leaving the

oroadcr road, croffed a wooden foot-bridge, with one rail, fifturefquely overhung

with a luxuriant oak, over a deep-bedded, black, and rocky mountain brook. Tlie

natural
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natural timber here is nurtured and drawn up, under the prote£lion of the warm and
fheltered dingle, to a fize and growth the moft magnificent and flourifhing. The
afcent to the church through the wood is flecp, but the path is fecure and fmooth.
The church-yard may rival, for romantic accompaniments, that of Aberedwy, and for

interefl almoft Briton Ferry. It commands, through a natural lattice-work of inter-

vening groves, the cultivated valley below, and the naked flieepwalks of the heights op-
pofite. It is difficult to avoid fmiling at the pompous devices, by which the country
people aim at teftifying their refpcdt for the deceafed. They fometimes even afpire

io high, doubtlefs by the benefit of clergy, as to tag their vernacular panegyric witli

a Latin couplet. With refpeft to the church itfelf, I fliall referve what I have
to fay of it, till I come to fpeak of the ellablifhments at Havod. We defcended
by another richly fylvan path, through the hanging wood, and came out at the bot-

tom of the mill cafcade, on the mountain brook before mentioned. Here is a fimple
alcove, which at once affords accommodation to the admirer of nature, if he wiflies

to prolong his (lay, and adds an unobtrufive decoration to a fpot frowning on the
higher pretenfions of art. The volume of water is rather fcanty, except in floods

;

but the fall is fo broken by intervening rocks and foliage, and the top altogether fcreen-

ed by a huge mafs, that its occafional poverty is not difclofed ; indeed, after tempefts,

it forces its way over every obftruction, and tumbles headlong in one enlarged and
tremendous cataraft. It is moft advantageoufly feen from the building, at the dif-

tance of fome hundred feet. Between it and the alcove, there is a ruftic foot-bridge,

which compofes well in the picture. The pool at the bottom boils impetuoufly, and
the current ruflies forward, ftruggling among rocks, or engulphed in deep cauldrons,

and darkened by the fliadows falling from the excavated fides. The whole courfe of
the brook to the river, is fo fteeply inclined, that it furniflies an uninterrupted fuccef-

fion of fomething approaching to cafcades. We now purfued the path through the

woods, with occafional fpots of pafture and tillage, feen through the opening virtas,

till we came to the new carriage road to the houfe. Here the grand malfes of wood
which clothe the hills, the Yihvith again roaring obftreperoufly along its bed, or
fometimes fweeping over its broad and pebbly channel, offered themfelves more amply
to our view at every ftep. A fudden turn, moft judicioufly managed, brings the

ftranger unprepared almoft before the very portico of an elegant manfion, which he
had been expecting to Jiave defcricd from atar. The fituation of tlie houfe is admira-
bly chofcn, commanding the river with its winding vale from the llielving ground on
which it -ftands. The hvwn flopes elegantly, but naturally, down to the water; and
immediately behind it, rifes a moft beautifully wooded hill, as if formed for the purpofe of
giving flielter and an air of repofe to a claffic refidence. Majeftlc woods, reaching to

a great extent along the acclivity, at once protcft and adorn the chofen fpot ; while

the ftieep-walks on the other fide the Yftwith, topped by rocks, that thrult their pro-

jedions among the very clouds, remind us by what a ftyle of nature we are furrounded,
in the midft of an artificial paradife.

But the principal walks, and thofe of great extent, are on the oppofite fide of the
river. On crofling the lawn from the houfe there is an appropriate wooden bridge
over the Yftwith, fupported in the middle by a ftone buttrcfs. The frame work of
this bridge is fo conitruGeJ, as hitherto to have withftood the impetuofity of the tor-

rent, and its fimplicity accords better with the fcene, than the higher efforts of re-

fined art would have done. After having pafled it, by keeping along the road to the

vol. n. 4 o farm.
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farm, you foon begin to rife from the valley in which the houfe and gardens are embo-

fomed. The road goes to the top of the mountain ; but after having ai'cended fome

way, a path to the left, carried on a very high level, very narrow, and cut with great

labour out of the folid rock, leads through the mod romantic recefles of this interefting

place. The noife of abundant rills, the nioffy (lones, the wild and tangled under-

wood, the larger timber, with which the fide of the precipice is clothed, feed and fill

the attention, without allowing time to look out for objects beyond, or contemplate

the depth below. On a fudden, a mafs of rock in front feems to Hop all further pro-

jjrefs : it thrulls itfelf perpendicularly acrofs the palfage, and its bafe is fixed far beneath.

On approaching it, the folid mountain is found to have been perforated, though its

fubilanceis fo hard, as to have occafioned the greateft difficulty, and frequently to have

turned the tools of the workmen. The darknefs of the chafm, with the brawling of

lefler falls incelfantly underneath, combines a fort of piiEturefque falling with the

poetical gloom of this unul'ual paflage. After creeping through, the fmooth and flippery

path, narrowing, and becoming more tremendous as it afcends, winds round the front

of a molTy promontory, which unfolds, from its abrupt elevation, a full view of the

beautiful and fublinie effefts combined in this extraordinary domain. Standing on a

narrow ledge, half way up the rock, with a perpendicular precipice below, and another

of equal height above, we have on one fide, the river fweeping through the valley,

and dividing it into equal parts, harmonioufly correfponding as well in magnificence

as extent. On the other fide, the largefl: of thofe many mountain torrents, which

embellifh or make grand this glorious fcene, forces its way down to join the Yftwith ;

its roar loud and inceffant ; its foam fparkUng partially at intervals through the net-

work of intervening foliage, or efcaping from behind the rock that obtrudes itfelf on

the confined and over-fhadowed channel. Cultivated fields, intermixed with all this

wild beauty ; a range of oppofite hills, precipitous and ifately as thofe on which we
are placed, fplendidly arrayed with hanging woods ; the elegant church fpire, jull

rlfino- from among the trees, and aiferting its new-born honours in this fylvan retreat,

carry our admiration without abatement from point to point, and make us hefitate,

whether to prefer the nearer or the more diftant objeds ; the ruder afpetS of nature in her

majedic mood, or the judicious efforts of fenfible and modefl art, to graft convenience

and improvement on the peculiarities of mountain fcenery, without fighting taftelefsly

againft its charafter. On emerging from the foreft, we foon arrive on a tumulouily

formed knoll, lofty, verdant, and unencumbered, which commands a ffill more ex-

tenfive profpeft of the valley, and takes in nearly the whole of Havod. It has been

regretted by fome, that the houfe was not built on this proud eminence ; but it ap-

pears to me, that good tafte and comfort were both confulted in the choice of the pre-

fent fituation. The inducement to explore fhould never be withdrawn, by a fweeping

furvey from a balcony or portico : however wide the range, the idea of magnitude is

impaired, by the very poflibility of comprehending it all at once. Here are forefts,

rifing upon the river on each fide, bordered with rich paftures, and interfperfed with

Ihepherds* cots ; the jagged rock, or fmooth and verdant mountain, near whofe fum-

mit vegetation languifhes ; and the bare hills that terminate the fcene, and mingle with

the horizon, in contrail with the luxuriance of Havod. But fuch fcenes are better

vifited occafionally, than continually fatiating the eye, and palling on the imagination.

Nothing can be conceived, if 1 may fo exprels it, more domeftically pidurefque, than

the fummer dining-room, with the hall door thj'own open towards the water, and the

rich and clailical little hill rifing before the window on the other fide. This elevated

filuatioH
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fituation could have afforded nothing fo elegant or fo appropriately beautiful. After

continuing round the brow of this majeftic hill, we fuddenly clofc in upon the brook,

which forms fo remarkable a feature in thele grounds. A cafcade of mighty force, im-

mediately announces itfelf by its roar ; and the furprize is the greater, as the fcene that

meets the eye affigns no caufe for the imprellion on the ear. As we creep along the

winding and flippery path, a dark hollow in the rock attracts our notice on the right

;

the din of falling water reverberates through the cave, and makes us hefitate about

committing ourfelves to its damp and gloomy rcceffes. By a fimple but fuccefsful trial

of art, the termination of the paifage forwards feems to difappoint our hopes, when on

turning fuddenly to the left, a rude aperture admits the light, and a fparkling (hcet of

water, in ^ront of the aperture, urges its perpendicular fall from the rock above, into

a deep hole below the cave. The place and mannner of viewing this portion of a

cafcade is the mod happy that could have been devifed ; and the more fo as the mind

is left unfatiated, and eager to know tiirough what unufual channel the brook is to find

its way downwards, from the unfilled receiver of its abundant waters. There is neither

foliage nor herbage •, nothing but rock and water, confined as It were in one of na-

ture's cabins. The mod ftriking feature is the luminous appearance of the foaming

element, feen fromfo dark a ftation, glittering as if with gems. iVIy friend Mr. Sto-

thard, who was here on a vifit in the year 1805, has kindly furnilhed me with this

fmgular fcene, delineated by his own pencil on the fpot, as well as with a view

of the valley from the hill where it was propofed that the houfe fhould have been built,

as frontifpieces to thefe volumes. Entrulling fuch fubjects to his language rather

than my own, I fhall now take my leave of the cave, with obferving, that after

heavy rains it is inacceffible, and next proceed to the defcription of the great caf-

cade.

After defcending by fteps of loofe flate from the eminence at which the firfl: jet of

the whole brook is feen, a rude bridge leads acrofs the channel of the torrent, reliev-

ing all uncertainty as to the outlet from the pool below the cave, and accounting for

the echoed founds that have beat upon the ear throughout our paffage up the ravine.

In front of the bridge, at a little diftance, the flream comes tumbling over in a con-

tinued fall of about 100 feet, including that part of it which has already been defcribed.

The portion here prefenting itfelf to our admiration, is where the overflowing of the

deep boiler projefts itfelf angularly over the fmooth rock, and leaps down the ledges

of its rugged and precipitate defcent, in a broken fhovver of vexed and ftormy foam.

The difpofition of the rocks that line the bed of this turbulent flream, to narrow its

boundaries and impede its progrefs, helps greatly to give it that individual charader

which diflinguifhes its concomitant fcenery from the common-place exhibitions of ar-

tificial management, where it is attempted to graft exotics on the homely confiftency

of nature ; to refine her where (he meant to be rude, to force her into grandeur or

playfulnefs where it was her will to be fober. Neither is it to thefe leading circumftances

of piclurefque wonder, that our pleafurable emotions are confined. The luxuriance

of the herbage is increafing with every year ; the fides of the precipice are clothed with

new fprung fhoots, or rivers by the venerable trunk of fome immemorial oak.

After having croffed the torrent at the bottom of its perpendicular fall, and ex-

hauficd the topics of contemplation on its brink, we may follow its fleep declivity on

the northern fide, till it joins the main river. There was no walk marked out when
Mr. Cumberland defcribed it ; but the path is now commodious, and the return is

agreeably diverfified, by committing ourfelves to its direftion. Indeed, the rocks,

through which the brook cuts its way, are fo grand, and To well adapted from their

402 quality
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quality of fchiflu'^, to receive the mofl: varied and romantic fhapes by attrition, that

fcarcely any part of the walk can be confidered as more interefting. After defcending

a few paces, a refplendent little rill trickles down the rock above our heads, and con-

trafts its diminutive beauties with the large and lofty ftature of the great cafcade. The
rrecipice on the other fide, from having been our ftation, is become our objed : the

line of the path is obfcured by height and dillance, and intercepting herbage, where

the rock relaxes its fterility, and yields by partial fpots to the impregnation of heat and

moifture. The fcene is narrow and tortuous, lofty and overfliadov.ed : a little fall at

every angle fixes the foot, and enchains the ear and eye ; the ftream as it winds, is

feen alternately and difappears : as we look down, the rugged bottom feenis yawning

to receive us ; if we look back, the crag projefts above our heads, the downward rufli

of the torrent threatens us witli its deluge. At kngth the dingle joins the more ex-

tended valley ; a long and Iteep defcent of rude iteps condufts us to the dam, artifi-

cially confirufted for the purpofe of irrigating the mcadov;s. This dam forms a pool,

into which falls a regular cafcade of about 20 feet, while the precipitoufly inclined

channel of the brook above, furnifhes a fucceflion of flafliing eddies and whirlpools,

cutting through rocks too prominent to be overleaped, or raging over trunks of de-

cayed oaks, which have tumbled long ago athwart the bed of the ftream. A piece of

grazing ground, formed with due attention to pifturefque inequahty, renews our ac-

quaintance with the impetuous Yftwith, After crofling it by the ftone bridge, and

again crolTmg the other mountain brook below the mill cafcade, we decline into a

flieltered walk, level with the river, leading to as unexpefted a creation of fairy

gaiety, as lies within the fcope of the moft fportive fancy. A gaudy flower garden,

with its wreathing and fragrant plats bordered by fhaven turf, with a fmooth gravel

walk carried round, is dropped, like an ornamental gem, among wild and towering

rocks, in the very heart of boundlefs woods. Nothing can be more enveloped in fo-

lilude, nothing more beautiful or genial. The fpot at prefent contains about two

acres, fwelling gently to meet the fun-beams, and teeming with every variety of fhrub

or flower.

But tliis delicious retreat has not yet arrived at its perfeftion. It is intended to en-

large it, by making the river the boundary; and it is iiill further to be ornamented by

a Doric temple, from a defign in Stuart's Athens. There is another flower-garden,

of very difterent charafter, and ftill more fmgularly fituated, to which flrangers are

never admitted. Almoft behind the wall of the lower garden, there is a very grand

rock, lofty and naked, Handing alone in the midft of woods, too extenfive for the

eye to meafure. This rock is an objcft from almoft every part of the oppofite hills.

Its top is a natural platform, as if placed there for the purpofe, on which is now creft-

ed a column to the memory of the late duke of Bedford, which forms a principal

ornament of the place, as well from affociation, as from its fite and execution. Be-

hind this rock, the mountain rifes higher, and is covered with the dwarfifli growth, to

which alone the ridges of thefe hills give birth. In the centre of the thicket is planted

a flower-garden, fo carefully flieltered and judicioufly difpofed, as to realife a paradife

in the wildernefs. The tafte in which it is laid out, is not fo ftudioufly ornamental

as that of the garden below ; it aims at a coincidence with the peculiarities of its fitua-

tion, and exhibits in a nurfed ftate many of the moft curious plants, which are the

natural growth of high expofurcs in foreign climates. The mofs-houfe gives a her-

mit-like air to the retirement ; and the vafe, which I left my friend Mr. Banks in the

aft of placing there, infcribed with a few lines from the mufe of Mr. Rogers, to com-

memorate a domeftic circumftance, will finifli moft happily the contemplative charac-

ter
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ter of the fccne. [This I have fince had the pleafure of feeing more than once ; and
it forms a mofl intcrefting circumflance.J

The cold bath is the only objcd to detain the attention in the fequeftered path from
the lower flower-garden to the lawn : but there are many other walks of large com-
pafs and cxtenfive variety about the grounds, not to be explored in a fmgle day. la
particular the road towards Yfpytty-Yftwith, which I meant to have dcfcribed, but
have dwelt fo long already on the pifturefque beauties of this place, that I fliall refer

the reader for the reft to Mr. Cumberland's eloquent and fuccefsful " Attempt to de-

fcribe Havod." I fhall only juft obferve, that in tracing the principal walk, I have
purpofely taken the diredion contrary to that of Mr. Cumberland. At another time,

I trod in his fteps, with his book in my hand, and found myfelf affiftcd by the accu«

racy as well as interefted by the vivacity of his detail.

The houfe was built by Mr. Baldwyn of Bath in the Gothic, with pointed windows
and pinnacles. It does much credit to the tafte and talents of the architeft. It is

light and airy, though capacious, and avoids that appearance of over-building, which
is fo generally the hiult of manfions that are fliewn. Originally the offices were dif-

ferently placed, but, being thought to prefs too forward into notice, were afterwards

thrown into their prefent form. The arrangements have, indeed, undergone various

changes; and the library has been added under Mr. Johnes's own diredion. But the

houfe itfelf, as Mr. Baldwyn planned it, has never been altered, nor could it be for

the better. I have indeed heard it objeded, that the rooms are not large enough
;

but that depends entirely on the objed of the owner, which I take to have been
rather elegance and comfort, than oltentatious magnificence.

The rooms which are fubmitted to the curiofity of Grangers, confift of a hall, a mu-
fic-room, fummer and winter dining rooms, a library, and a drawing-room, each

rich and appropriate in their ornaments, and furnifhed with fpecimcns of art, not io

numerous as taftefuUy feleded.

There are in the hall two large pidures, by Hodges, reprefenting the interview of
Captain Cook with Otoo, and the landing at Eramango.

A favourite Newfoundland dog, by Opie ; a favourite horfe, by Gilpin ; and a fa-,

vourite fpaniel, by the fame painter.

A fruit-piece, by Michael Angelo Caravaggio. This muft have been one of his

earlieft performances ; for he began with fuch fubjeds, but afterwards devoted him-

felf entirely to hiftory and portraits.

Still life, by RoRracker in 1537, whofe genius inclined him to fuch fubjeds, and
carried him to as high a degree of excellence as the path he had chalked out to himfelf

feemed to admit. The higher views of art, that now prevail, have confiderably

diminiflied the value of fuch pieces. Befides thefe are Sir Charles Hanbury Williams,

a copy from Mengs; the portrait of a lady, both the artift and fubjed unknown ; an
'

antique buft of Iris, in red granite, and two tables of lava from Vefuvius ; an antique

ftatue of Ariadne, very beautiful, but the head is not its own. The drapery is admirable;

and the grapes taken up in the folds afford an exquifite fpecimen of elegant defign,

and delicate execution. Bcrnieu's fountain in the piazza Navena at Rome ; Dcrby-

fliire bifcuit china ; a fragment of the bafe of Pompey's column at Alexandria ; and
apetrefadion found in the old bed of the Nile, brought by Colonel James Lloyd of

Mabus, on his return from the expedition from India to Egypt, and given by him to

Mr. Johnes.

Over the chimney-piece in the mufic-room, is a holy family by Barocci. The re-

ligious fubjeds of this artift are peculiarly excellent. He attended equally to corred-

nefs



6^4 malkin's tour through wales.

nefs of dcfign, and harmony of colouring; but he did not lay himfelf out for the prail'e

of original genius. He did not attempt to conceal that he imitated the belt of his pre-

deceflbrs ; and his models are eafily to be diflinguilhed.

Under this is Lord Chancellor Thurlow.—Copy, Gardner.

On the left hand is a portrait of Mr. Viganoni, by Pelegrini, a prefent from him-

felf.

A ruined alchymift, by Salvator Rofa, poflefles that wonderful force of expreflion

which gives fo rare a value to all his genuine works. The attitude and adtion of the

principal figure in this piece unite individual charader with all the propriety of general

nature. The freedom of pencil, the fpirit and fire of imagination, llrongly mark it as

the produdion of this mailer.

On the right hand is the portrait of Mr. Johnes of Lanfair, by Sir Godfrey Knel-

ler, whofe art called forth all the inveterate pecularities, whether of intrinfic charader,

or temporary modes, which render his paintings contemporaneous chronicles of the

times, with the lighter papers of that great defcriber Addifon, but leave behind no

general inflrudtion, no topic of imitation to the profeiTor. His wigs are moft faithful

and elaborate reprefentations.

Under this is a view of the bridge of St. Maurienne, by Deane.

Between the doors is the affumption of the Virgin, by Bundetto Luti. This pidure

was a prefent from R. P. Knight, and had been an altar-piece at Lugano, where it

was purchafed. The works of this artift are much coveted for the tendernefs and de-

licacy of their manner, the clalTical tafte, if not the critical feverity of their defigning,

and the mellow beauty of their tints.

The Elijah and the angel, by Rembrandt, is a curious pidure. It has been faid of

this artift, that he painted himfelf in his works. He was a miller's fon, and born in

1606. He began his career of fame and fortune at Amfterdam in the year 1630.

His performances foon got into fafhion, and his fchool increafed daily. The literal

copyift of whatever came before him, colouring was his great object. As he could

fcarcely read, he was very carelefs about the feleftion of his ftorics. The walls of

his painting-room covered with old draperies, weapons, and grotefque armour, con-

ftituted the whole of his ftudy ; and thefe, with a cheft of drawers full of old cloaths

and other rubbifh, he was accuftomed to call his antiques. Yet was he not without a

good colleftion of Italian prints and drawings ; but they had no power of opening his

eyes to his own defedls. His manner is unfinifhed, and altogether unlike the nicety

of his countrymen. His piftures are rough and difagreeable on a near infpeftion, but

at once harmonious and forcible, when viewed at a convenient diftance. If any fpec-

tator came too clofe to a newly-finifhed pidure, he always turned him back, under

the pretence that the fmell of the colours would give him the head-ache. He was

rather a mannerift, than an enlarged and philofophical ftudier of nature. Cuftom

and education attached him to the manners of his own country. Yet was his genius

fine, his exprefTion cxquifite, his ftroke admirable, and his colouring beyond all

rivalfhip. His lights were painted with an uncommonly thick body, but he perfedly

underftood the nature and property of his colours, fo that he preferved them in all

their frelhnefs. He painted few hiftorlcal fubjeds ; and thofe few were, as in the

inftance before us, altogether inferior to his portraits. There was a vulgarity in his

treatment. His forte was a fimple topic, which required not the higher powers of

compofition. His heads of old men are executed with fo laborious an exadnefs, as

to reprefent even the hairs of the beard, and to make out minutely the very fur upon

their caps. His earlier works were the moil laboured : his enthufiafm evaporated

6 as
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as his reputiition increafed j and he afterwards contented himfelf with the trade of an

artift.

I'be fleeping Cupid is faid to have been by Elizabeth Sirani, one of Guide's mif-

trefles, and retouched by himfelf. I expreffed a doubt in my firft edition, whether fhe

was old enough to have been either his mifl refs or his difciple. But the following paf-

fage from Heneickens " Idee general d'une cotleflicn d'EJiampcs," confirms the firll men-
tioned by writers in general, though at variance with certain dates, which make her

only four years old when Guido died. " // vaut bien la piene de former un "volume des

difciples du Guido, hf prineipalement de ceux, qui ont imite dam la gravure leur maitre.

II y entrera : Simotie Cantariai, dit il Pefarcfe, Domcnico Maria Ca?iati, Lorenzo Colli,

Giovan Andrea Sirani, Elizabeth Sirani, and Flaminio Torre, tous peintres, qui ont grave

en meme tems.'^ She is recorded as a memorable example of early genius. It is dan-

gerous to polfefs merit in Italy. Elizabeth Sirani was poifoned.

At the end of the room is a defcent from the crofs, by Vandyke, very much in the

ftyle of his mafter, Rubens. The fhoulder of the Magdalen in particular, and indeed all

the flefhy parts, exhibit an underftanding and pradice of colouring, that prove him to

have been a clofe obferver of Titian, and no unworthy follower of the Venetian fchool.

The child pointing at the wounds is an inftance of that exquifitely natural expreflion,

which none but the mofl: accomphfhed pencils can attain. This is a pifture that would do

credit to any colledlion.

There are, at this end of the room, feveral other pictures
;

particularly two land-

fcapes, by Berghem and Both. The rivalfhip between thefe mafters was fo clofe, that

a Dutch burgomafter gave a commilhon to each, with the promife of a confiderabla

premium, beyond the ftipulated fum, to the artift, whofe work fhould be adjudged

the bed. On a comparifon of the pidures, the arbitrators were unable to decide ;

and their liberal employer prefented each with a gratuity, equal to what he had de-

figned for the vi£lor. The latter was diftinguilhed as Both of Italy, from his long

abode in that country. He was a pupil of Abraham Bloemart, as was his brother An-
drew, whom De Piles miftakenly calls Henry. The two brothers were infeparable, as

well in the exercife of the pencil as in friendfhip, till an unh^py cataftrophe befel one

of them, who was drowned in a canal at Venice. John painted the landfcape, and

the figures were inferted by Andrew, yet fo much were they influenced by the fame

genius, that the mixture of hands was not difcernible; and they walked at no very awful

diftance behind the reputation of Claude Lorrain. The figures of Andrew Both

were infinitely fuperior to thofe of Claude. After the fatal accident, the furvivor left

Italy, and retired to his own country.

Under the Vandyke, is a pidure, diftinguifhed by the title of Euc Houes. This

wonderfully fine head is by Muralez, a Spanifti painter, known in his own country

under the furname of El Divino. This diftindion might have been conferred either

on the excellence of his painting, or the nature of his fubjed. The works of this mafter

are little, if at all known in England.

In addition to thefe, are two views of Matavia Bay in Otaheite, and Fayal, one of

the Azore iflands, both by Hodges.

There are likewife two pictures by Claude. In the landfcape of one he has intro-

duced a view of Trajan's arch at Ancona. The other is a fea-piece. Thefe are not in

his beft ftyle, but they are believed to be genuine. This young paftry-cook, who
could fcarcely write his own name when he went to Italy with the humble view of

exercifing his talents on confedionary, might have difputed the palm of ignorance

Mith Rembrandt ; but both were well read in the rules of nature, without confulting

any
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any inferior author. His firft attempts were in the fervice of SafTi, a pupil of Paul

Bnl. Claude Lorrain affifted him in preparing his colours. Safli and Claude's

elder brother John, an engraver of wood cuts, taught him a few principles of the art.

IIo afterwards pafl'ed two years at Naples with Goftredi, who taught him landfcape, ar-

chitecture, and perfpeftive. But on the whole he owed little of his ability to his

mailers. He fucceeded very indifferently in figures, though he attended the drawing

fchool daily during his refidence at Rome, Lauri and Courtois frequently inferted them

for him ; but when he did them himfelf, he ufed to fay jeftingly, that he fold the land-

fcape, and gave the figures into the bargain. He had no objeftion to rubbing out.

His diflances are admirable ; and no man better pradifed a jufl; and proportionate de-

gradation in the tones of colours. He was indefatigable in obferving the circum-

itances and accidents of nature in the (ky, whether the riling or fetting of the fun,

rain, thunder-clouds, or any other ftriking efiefts. On his return home, he com-

mitted his obfervations to canvas, and treafin-ed them as hints to be introduced into his

regular works. Sandrart oblerves of his trees, that they appear to rufth^, as if put

in motion by the wind. Baldinucci has fpoken highly of his knowledge in perfpcc -

tive : but critics in general have agreed, that this praife mult be underftood as confined

to the aerial, and that he was by no means a perfeft mailer of the lineal. The truth

and freflinefs of his colouring, his aptitude in reprefenting the time of day, and the va-

rying appearances of light, are the leading features of his excellence. On the whole

he has generally been confidered as the mod perfect model for landfcape painters.

Tables of verde antico, and alabaftro antico, with corners of porphyry, a vafe of Der-

bylhire fpar, and a bull of Mifs Rofe, daughter of George Rofe, El'q. ; formerly of the

Treafury, by Banks, make up the remaining ornaments of this elegant and claflical

room.

In the dining room, there is a family pidure by Romney. The perfons introduced

are Mr. Mrs. and Mifs Johnes, IMajor-General John Lewis, and DoQor Stevenfon.

The likenefles are correft and pleafing, and the flory of the fortune-teller is fufficiently

well managed ; but the painting is walhy and poor, and by no means fit to challenge

competition with thofc mailers, with whom its flation in this houfe unavoidably brings

it into comparilbn. Over one of the doors is a very fine unfinilhed head of Lord

Thwlow, by Romney, after one fitting only 5 and over the other, a portrait of R. P.

Knight, Efq.; by Webber.
The chimney-piece in this room is from the claffical chiflel of Banks. The heads

of Socrates, Plato, Alcibiacfes, Sappho, and three other ancient worthies, form its

principal ornament; and the draperies are remarkably well worked. Between the win-

dows are bulls of Lord Thurlow, by Rofli, and of the late Duke of Bedford, by Nol-

iekens. The former is a faithful and charatteriftic portrait. The lubjett is a fine

one, and has been finely treated, with the exception of one error, into which the artifl:

has been betrayed by the proverbial eyebrows of the noble original. In his endeavours

to lay hold of fo remarkable a feature, he has fucceeded in making them futliciently

heavy ; but they are not worked like hair, and the heavinefs is the heavincfs of a

folld lump, not that of a bufhy excrefcence. The likenefs of the Duke of Bedford is

corredl but not animated.

In the Pefaro library, juft fitted up for the reception of that valuable purchafe, is the

Elijah, by one of the very early Greek painters. This picture was given, on the re-

formation, by the abbot of Talley, in the county of Caermarthen, to that branch of

Mr. Johnes's family which then refided at Dolecothy. How long it had been in pof-

feflion of the monks at Tailey is not known j but it it has remained in this family ever

1
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fincG. It is undoubtedly a very great ciiriofity ; though more to be valued as fuch,
than for the merit of the performance. It has been attributed to fomeof thofe mafters,
who after the unfortunate extirpation of painting, revived it about the clofe of the thir-

teenth century. But there feems little doubt of its being half a century older, and
that it may be referred to one of thofe Greek artifts, who were invited to Florence, and
inlpired Cimabue, confined as were their own powers, with the ambition of reiloriiig

the art of painting. Confidered as the attempt of that ignorant age, it reflefts the
higheif credit on the ingenuity of its^ author. The bell part of the piece is the com-
partment with the chariot. It pofleifes a confiderable portion of elegance and free-

dom. The other pieces in this room are, a portrait of R. P. Knight, by Lavvrence,
and two drawings, by Mifs Johnes. In the paflkge, removed out of the room, which is

now thePeliiro library, are Ilerodias's daughter with John the Baptifl's head, by Mi-
chael Angelo Caravaggio. The vale and cafcatelli of Tivoli, by Delaney. The tem-
ple is artificially introduced to heighten the effeft. Its adual fituation is in the vicinity

of the town. The painter of the landfcape is unknown.
In addition to thefe, there is a fketch by Vandyke, fuppofed to be defigncd for Lord

Strafford. A view of Newcaflle in Emiyn, by Ibbetfon, which does no inadequate
juftice to that fingular fpot. The ruin is a fine fubjeft, and has not been loft upon the
artift. Another of Abcryftwith, by the fame artift ; in which the drefs and character
of the Welch peafants arc well preferved ; and portraits of Robert Lifton, Efq ; T.
Johnes, and a French courier, by Wickftead, and four finall views of fcenes within
the grounds at Havod, by Jones, of whom fome brief memoirs have already been
given.

The anti-library has lately been completed. A ftaircafe formerly occupied the area,
which is now converted into a clafTical apartment, fo that it occafioned an incommo-
dious and unfightly accefs to one of the fineft rooms in the kingdom. This anti-library

is arranged in the form of a chapel, in which is placed fome very curious painted glafs.

In the large window, there is an uncommonly fine portrait of the Cardinal de Bouillon
kneeling to his tutelary faint, which may with good rcafon be fuppofed to have been de-
figned by Holbein, and burnt by Albert Durer, as were the other parts. The arms of
this cardinal are blazoned on the covering of his kneeling defk. He was attached to

Francis the Firft, but changed to the party of Charles the Fifth, who gave him the
Archbifhopric of Valencia, and the cardinal's hat. The painted glafs in this room for-
merly belonged to a German convent, fupprefled by the Emperor Jofeph. The higheft
excellence of colouring in this branch of art is here attained, while the ufual portion
of accuracy in drawing, and fidelity in copying after the mafter, are far exceeded.
The reception that Holbein met with in this country, was highly creditable to Henry
VIII. and his court. The tafte of the monarch was confpicuous in his patronac-e of the
artift ; and the liberality of Sir Thomas More, in parting with his valuable pictures to

his mafter, for the fake of engaging that powerful protection, was not unkindly reward-
ed, when Henry returned the pictures, and declared himfelf fatisfied with comnianding
the hand, that could paint their equals. There is only one other work of art in this

room, which is a Cleopatra, by Guercino. His ftrong lights and fliadous gave wonder-
ful force to this as well as to moft other of his pictures. He preferred the Venetian
to the Roman fchool, and devoted his pnncipal ftudy to the attainment of excellence
in colouring. There is a powerful and lively exprefTion in this piece, which gives

a value to the mafter, not only as a colourift, but as an imitator of nature.
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The librar}' is an octagon, with the light admitted from the dome. It is fuiTOund-

ed by a gallery, I'upported on pillars of variegated marble. Theie pillars are very

magnificent, of the Doric order. The fymmetry of this room would be perfeft, if

the pillars were not fomewhat too large for their height. This circumftance arofe

from fome error of meafurement among the workmen, when the room was build-

ing. ' As it is, however, it reflecls high credit on the owner of Havod, who was,

in this inftance, his own architeft ; and this library is the triumph of the place. It

opens into a confervatoi-y, 160 feet in length, filled with rare and curious exotics,

with a walk down the centre. The doors are all pannelled with plate-glafs ; fo that

when the entrance door of the library is fhut, and the communication open, the

view from the end of the confervatory, through the library, into a feeming fecond

confervatory, almoft realizes the fiftitious defcriptions of enchantment. Nor is

the firfl entrance into the library, with the paradife of rarities beyond, lefs ftriking.

Over the chimney in the libra}7 there is an ancient mofaic, dug up at Tivoli, near

the villa Adriana. The fubjecl is unknown, but fuppofed to have a reference to

one of the Greek tragedies. On the mantle-piece are bulls of Mrs. Johnes and Mifs

Johnes, by Banks.

In the confervatory there is a piece of fculpture, by Banks, which for claffical de-

fign and delicacy of execution, would of itfelf place him among the pureft followers

of the ancient and beft examples, if his fame had not long fince been eftablilhed on a

firm foundation. The fubjeft is, Thetis dipping Achilles in the river Styx. The
figures are exquifite; and the monftersof the Styx, carried round the bafe, are poeti-

cally fancied, as well as ingenioufly fculptured. The writer of this account is in poiTef-

fion of the original model. No calls have ever been made. There is at the extremity

of the confervatory a malk by the fame artift.

The drawing-room is completely furnilhed with Gobelin tapellry, of great beauty

and brilliancy, and the whole furniture is in the French tafte, to correfpond with the

hangings. This is the only room which affects fplendour of decoration ; and as pecu-

liarly appropriated to the ladies, it is judicioufly contrafted with the more fober flyle

of tlie adjoining apartments. The colonnade front is occupied by another fuit, which

is never fliewn to accidental vifitors. In thefe rooms the fame tafte is preferved, and

they are enriched with many ornaments and curiofities, in harmony with the purfuits

of the occupier. Among the number are, a drawing of Auguftus's bridge over the

Nar, by Jacob More ; two paintings done on wax, from the Vatican, by a Roman,
and feveral coins ; among the number, fome of Sir Hugh Middleton's finefl: pieces,

Roman rings, and other curiofities of antiquity, found in this part of Cardiganfhire.

Hogarth's Southwark fair is, however, the moft rare and valuable gem in this little

collcftion. The humours have never perhaps been more univerfally coUefted into one

pidure. This piece alone would havejuftified Lord Orford in charadcrizing Hogarth

as a writer of comedy with a pencil. Its value is much enhanced by the circumftance,

that many of the perfonages are undoubted portraits. The artift has borrowed the

fubjed of his fliow-cloth from Laguerre. It reprefents the ftage mutiny. Some light

is thrown on the figures by the farcical ballad opera of the Stage Mutineers, or a Play-

houfe to be let, publiftied in 1733, the year in which the pidure of the Southwark
fair was painted. The other fhow-cloth exhibits the Siege of Troy, compofed by Set-

tle, which was a great favorite at all the fairs. The figure on the rope is dcfigned for

Signer Violantf, a cekbrated vaulter in the reign of George I. The tall man on ano-
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thcr fhow-cloth was Maximilian, the Saxon giant. The man flying from the ftceple

was Cadman, who afterwards broke his neck in a funiiar experiment at Shrewf-
bury.

But it is time to refrain from the enumeration of particulars, and to take my leave
of Havod with a fketch of its general charafter. In laying out the grounds, art has
been no further confulted than to render nature acceiTible. Indeed, nature has in this

country fo obltinate a will of her own, that flie would fcarcely fufFer a tafte, the re-

verfe of that fo purely difplayed, to interfere with her vagaries. There is one reflec-

tion, which is particularly pleafing at Havod. Notwithftanding all that has been done,
the place is yet in its infimcy. Moft of the fine refidenccs in England are finiflied, and
many beginning to decay. But Havod, fifty years hence, will ftand alone in gran-
deur, if the plans of its firft former are not abandoned by its fuccelTors. What we
now fee is the fruit of only twenty years. In 1783, it was a wildernefs. There was
indeed an old houfe belonging to the family ; but it was deferted as an untenantable
refidence, and the very elfate held of little account. In 1783 Mr. Johnes determined
to fettle here. In 1803, Havod was as I have defcribed, and as the numerous friends

of the owner can bear witnefs to having feen it. Hills planted by the very hands of
the prefent inhabitants, have already rifen into opulence of timber ; other hills are
<:overed with infant plantations of luxuriant promife ; and more of the lofty waftc
is now marked out, to be called into ufefulnefs and fertility, in a fucceffion of ufeful

autumns.

Larch treeshave been vei7 fuccefsful on thefe hills ; but Mr. Johnes's attempts have not
been confined to this fpecies of timber only ; he has engaged in an immenfe extent of
general plantations, of which it would not be uninterefting to the practical agricul-

turift to give fome brief account. From June 1796 to June 1797, four hundred
thoufand larches were planted, and very few of the plants failed. Befides thefe, in the

fame year, two hundred and fifty thoufand other trees were planted, of w hich fifty

thoufand were alders, and the refb elm, beech, birch, afli, and mountain afli. They
all throve well, but the beech flourifhed more than any, except the larch. About tea
thoufand were planted to the acre. From Oftober 1797 to Odober 1798, ten thou-
fand oaks were planted, from one to two feet high; and from Odober 179S to April

1799, fifty-five acres were fet with acorns. Iif the fame fpace of time in which the
plantation of oaks was going forward, twenty-five thoufand afli trees were planted, of
which not more than five hundred died, and about four hundred thoufand larch

trees. The larches were all two years old feedlings, and were always planted on the

upper parts of hills. The larches planted at the height of from eighteen inches to

two feet in the year 1796, were from ten to thirteen feet high in 1 802. The medium
growth has been from twenty inches to two feet each year ; but fhe fhoots of one very
favourable feafon were from two feet and a half to three feet, and in fome inftances

three feet eight inches. The whole number of trees planted on the eftate from Odo-
ber 1795 to April 1801, amounted to two millions and fixty-five thoufand, of which
one million two hundred thoufand were larches, without including the land fown with
acorns. But the fyflem of planting is to be extended on a Itill larger fcale, till nothing
nothing naked breaks in upon the fcenery, except fome rock, whofe picturefque

efFe£t exempts it from obedience to the cultivator. Nor are thefe, great as they may
juftly be confidered, the only improvements in progrcfs. The general fyftem of farm-

ing is purfued with fpirit and judgment, and the dairy may be faid to have been brought
to periedion by coUeding the different breeds ©f milch cows, and comparing their

merits. The long eftabliihed prejudice, that variet'cs of cheefe cannot be produced on
4 P 2 the
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the fame land, is completely refuted by the experience of this dairy, which produce?

Pannefan, Stilton, Gloucefler, Chefliire, and every other kind, fo excellent in qua-

lity, and fo exatt in the imitation of fliape and flavour, as to deceive the mofl: accu-

rate eye or palate. The crops of wheat, barley, rye, and potatoes, have been abun-

dantly fiourilliing in favourable feafons, where it has been confidered as madnefs to

attempt their growth. Some even of the very high and expofed grounds have beea
brought into cultivation, and bid fair in the courfe of time to repay their labour and
expenfe. The plan here purfued has been given to the public in a little pamplet, en-

titled, " A Cardiganfliire Landlord's Advice to his Tenants." More than forty cows
have been imported from Holland, and are now naturalized among thefe mountains,

befides Devon, Scotch, Guernfey, and mofl: other breeds.

T he number of labourers employed about the farm is very great, and their comfort-

able cottages, interfperfed among the woods, with the houfes of the bailiff and gar-

dener afpiring even to elegance, convey more the idea of a flourilhing colony, than

of a private gentleman's refidence. There are other befides agricultural inflitutions,

of a nature fcarcely to be expccled in fuch a place. A printing prefs, with all the-

neceffary materials for carrying on large and extenfive works, is eftablilhed in the

grounds. Here Mr. Johnes printed his tranflation of Froiffart, under his own im-

mediate fuperintendance. A fchcol for the gratuitous education of girls, has for

fome time been opened, under the direction of the refpectable patronefs; and it is pro-

pofed hereafter to eftablifh another fchool for boys, on a liberal foundation. A fur-

geon and apothecary has an annual penfion for his attendance on the cottagers of the

eftate ; and there was at one time a difpenfary for the whole neighbourhood once a

fortnight at the houfe ; but this, for fome reafons of expedience, has been difconti-

nued. With refped to the church, which has been fo often mentioned, as giving a

finifii to the various profpe6ls, it merits particular attention. There was before an old

building, in very bad repair, ferving as a chapel of eafe to the mother church of

Eglwys Newydd. It was firft propofed that this ruinous chapel fliould be reinftated

at the joint expence of the parifli and the proprietor of Havod ; but the patience of

the latter could not accommodate itfelf to the delays and evident reluftance of the

former. Wyat gave a drawing, with which no fault can be found, except that per-

haps the pinnacles are not fufiiciently light and pointed ; and the church rofe into its

prefent ornamental form without the affiftance of the parifli. It is attended every

Sunday by the Havod family, their vifitors, fervants, and about two hundred of the

neighbouring peafantry, comfortable in their appearance, decent and devout in their

behaviour. The uniform and charafteriflic drefs of the people has a peculiar and
pleaflng effedl. The fervice is in Welch, and therefore not very edifying to the Eng-
iifli part of the congregation. The interior of the church adds elegance to fimplicity

and clcanlinefs. There is already an altar-piece by Fufeli ; and the large window in

the family feat is to be filled with painted glafs, of a fmiilar quality and merit with

that in the anti-library. It may well be fuppofed that the farm yards are all furniflied

with buildings and implements, the moll novel, extenfive, and complete. The farm
has been entirely furrounded with fl;one walls, which though tremendoufly cxpenfive,

are abfolutely neceflfary to the fuccefs of agricultural projects in this country. It has

of late been acultom more entertaining than delicate, to take every opportunity

of bringing the modes of private life before the tribunal of the public. On fuch a
fubjcd I fliall content myfclf with obferving generally, that the habits of this family

are reguLir in thcmfelves, paternal in the care of their dependents, and hofpitable in

the reception of their friends.——•Mrt//t/«'.f Sout/j Wales, 1^07, 2 vols, 8vo. li. 2.
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A TOUR OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT, Br J. HASSEL, r-j^jo*.

Section I.

BEFORE we proceed to give a particular account of the places wo vifited on thig

ifland, and the pifturefque fccnes tliat prefented themfelves, a general, but concifcy

defcription of it may not prove unacceptable to our readers.

The Ifle of Wight was a part of the territories anciently inhabited by tlie Belgre,

and was brought under fubjedion to the Romans during the reign of the Emperor
Claudian. By them it was called Vefta, or Veftis. It was afterwards conquered by
Cerdic, king of the Weft Saxons, who peopled it with Jutes, a tribe that had accom-
panied the Saxons into England. Cadwaller, a fucceeding king of the Weft Saxons,
is faid to have made himfelf mafter of it fome time after, and to have maflacred moft
of the inhabitants. Having undergone many other revolutions and invafions, it at

length, together with the Iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey, was eredted into a kingdom,
by king Henry the Sixth, and beftowed on Henry de Beauchamp, Duke of Warwick,
whom he crowned the fovereign of it with his own hands ; but the duke dying with-

out iifue, thefe iflands loft their royahy, and again reverted to the crown.

It is fituated oppofite to the coaft of Hampfliire, from which it is divided by a chan-
nel, varying in breadth from two to feven miles. It conftitutes a part of the county
of Soutiiampton, and is within the diocefe of Wmchefter. Its greateft length, ex-

tending from eaft to weft, is more than twenty miles ; its breadth, from north to

fouth, about thirteen ; and above feventy miles in circumference. The form of it

is fomewhat of an irregular oval. Newport, the capital town, which is feated nearly

in the centre of the ifland, is upwards of eighty miles diftant from London.

The air in general is healthy, and the foil fertile. The north part aftbrds excellent

pafturage and meadow grounds, while the fouth is a fine corn country. A great

number of flieep are likewife fed upon a ridge of mountains running through the middle
of the ifland. Their wool, which is remarkable for its finenefs, is a valuable article

of trade to the inhabitants. Among the natural produdions of this ifland, is the

milk-white tobacco-pipe clay, of which large quantities are exported, and likewife a

fine white fand, of which drinking-glaflTes, &c. are made. A more particular account of
thefe will be given when we fpeak of the places where they are found.

Such is the purity of the air, the fertility of the foil, and the beauty and variety of
its landfcapes, that it has been often ftiled The Garden ofEngland. Parties of pleafure

are on that account frequently made to it ; but thefe excurfions are generally confined

to Carift)rooke Caftle, the Needles, and a few other places : while it abounds with

delightful fcenes which recommend it to the attention of the artift. Of the princi-

pal of thefe we ftiall endeavour in the fubfequent pages to give our readers fome
idea.

The craggy clifts and rocks by which this ifland is encircled, form a natural foi--

tification, particularly on the fouth-fide. Sandown fort defends the only part which
is left by nature open to the invafion of an enemy.

* From this intereRing journey whicli embraces a part of the fouth of England, and is illuftrared

with beautiful plates in aquatiuta, from drawings by the author, we have only extradled the portion

relative to this delightful and celcbiated ifle. The plates alone will ever recommend the work itfclf to the

reader of tafte.

It
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It is divided into two hundreds, feparated by the river Medham or Medina, which

gives name to them ; they being called, according to their fituation with refpect to

that river, Eaft and Weft Medina. Thefe hundreds contain three market towns,

iifty-two pariflics, and about twenty thoufand inhabitants.

' The morning after we had landed at Cowes, was not lefs beautiful than the pre-

ceding evening had been interefting. The firft objefl: which attracted our attention on

the ifland, was Cowes Caftle. It is a fmall ftone building, with a femicircular bat-

tery, fituatcd on the weft-fide of the river Medina. Oppofite to it on the eaft fide of

the river was formerly another fort of the fame kind ; and when entire, they jointly

protected the harbour ; but the latter is now fo totally demoliflied, that there is not

the leaft veftige of it remaining. The caftie at Weft Cowes was erected by Henry the

Eighth ; it is a plain building, with a platform before it, on which are mounted a

few cannon. The works have lately been repaired by order of his grace the Duke of

Richmond.
The beft view of it is on the decline of the beach towards the bathing machines.

Here the caftie affumes another form, and fhows the round tower with the diftant bat-

tlement. A group of trees clofe the view in one point ;—the opening of the oppofite

Iliore, among the trees, is agreeable and ftriking.

The town of Weft Cowes Hands on a rifing ground, at the mouth of the river Me-
dina. Its appearance, when near it, much refembles Gravefend water-fide ; but

the internal part is far more pleafant and commodious ;— the ftreets however are nar-

row, and the town upon the whole indifferently built.

Cowes owes its origin and increal'e to its excellent harbour ; where fhips are not

only fecure from ftorms, but fo happily fituated, as to be able to turn out either to

the eaftward or weftward, every tide. It is well peopled, and enjoys a good trade

for the fale of provifions, efpecially in time of war, when large ileets of merchant

ihips often ride here for feveral weeks, waiting either for a wind or convoy. The in-

habitants are in general genteel and polite, without being troublefomely ceremonious.

Many gentlemen belonging to the navy, have feats adjoining to this town, amongft

which arethofe'of Captain Chriftian and Captain Balkei-ville. Mr. White has one

here, and another on the banks of the Medina, called Fairlee.

Eaft Cowes, which lies on the oppofite point of land, has veiy defirable beauties

with regard to its appearance and fituation, together with convenience for families that

is not exceeded at Weft Cowes ; but it has not the fame advantages with refpeft to

bathing.

The fare from Cowes to Portfmouth and Southampton, as well for paflengers as

for their horfes, carriages, &:c. is fettled by the corporation of Newport ; by which

means impofitions, that might otherwile occur, are prevented.

The market is well fupplied with iifli from Torbay, and Southampton river; the

former has the fuperiority for turbot, tiie latter for foles. Upon the whole, the ac-

commodations at Cowes are equal to thofe of any other watering place, and much
more rcaibnable. The town is enlarging, and from its pleafant vicinities attracls every

year an increafe of company.

From Mr. Lynn's cottage, at the top of the hill, a very extenfive view fweeps the

diftance. Cowes lies in a bird's eye view, with the full profped: of the veflels in its

road, and the oppofite woody point. The hills of Ports-down are very diftinftly feen ;

but from their remotenefs, and the large body of water that lies between, we had not

(except at times, when the ruffling wind caught in fudden patches on the water's fur-

face) a fufficicnt interefting fccne to defcribe, farther than as to its extenfivencfs.

The
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The evening being clear, we fet off for Newport. The road from Cowes to that

place is equal in goodnefs to any in England. A hedge row hemmed us in on both
fides, and prevented us from enjoying the profpeds that furrounded us. A houfe at

the extremity of Cowes, received its-name of Birmingham, as the neighbours report,

from the poffeffor of it paying his men with counterfeit half-pence.

On the road lies the village of Northwood, and to the left of it is Midham, the feat

of Mr. Green.

The Forefl: of Alvington, King's Forefl:, or Parkhurft, by which names it is feverallv

called, opens very pifturefquely j — a bold range of hills, with St. Catherine for its crown,
binds the diflanco. The lines of the hills are charmingly irregular, and blend into each
other's fwceps.

On the left hand, the curve of the river takes an opening, and fhincs with reflexions

of the neighbouring fliorcs. To the right, the grandeur of the hills gradually dimi-

nilhes, and they are at length obfcured by the promontories of the foreft.

The general hofpital of the ifland Hands adjoining to the road, about half a mile
before you reach Newport, where thofe who unfortunately are obliged to court the um-
brage of its charitable walls, are treated with great humanity and attention.

The entrance to Newport is fuch as we generally find when a river meanders near it.

A bridge is the principal objed: ; but this is too contemptible in its appearance for a
pi£l:ure. Its ufual companion, the bufy mill, lies on the right hand of it. At St. Crofs,

on the left is the feat of Mr. Kirkpatrick.

The town of Newport is perhaps the pleafanteft in this part of the kingdom. The
houfes are plain and neat ; the ftreets uniform ; and, except at the wed: end,, all re-

gularly paved. The church is alfo a confpicuous and leading feature to its neatnefs

;

but it is fomewhat remarkable, that though belonging to fo populous a place, it is

only a chapel of eafe annexed to the little village of Garifbrook.

Here are two aflembly rooms, and a neat theatre, lately erefted ; together with a
free grammar fchool which was built by public fubfcription ; the fchool-room is fifty

feet long, with convenient accommodations for the mailer.

Two markets are held here every week, in which great quantities of all forts of

grain and provifions are difpofed of, not only for the ufe of the inhabitants,- but for

fupplying the outward-bound (hips, many of which, as before obferved, touch at Cowes.
When 1 mention the market, I muft not forget to notice all the farmers' daughters

who refort to it with the produce of their farms, and at once grace it with the charms
of their perfons, and the winning affability of their behaviour. There is not perhaps

in the kingdom a place where fo many lovely girls attend the market as at Newport

;

and, at the fame time they are dreffed with a degree of elegance far beyond what is

ufually obfervable in perfons of their rank. You fee them, with health and fpright-

linefs in their looks, lightly difmount from their forelters, and conveying their balkets,

each to her chair, tender their butter, 6ggs, and fowls to fale, with a graceful eafe

and complaifance, without making ufe of thofe arts that are generally praciifed to pro-

cure cuftomers, or ever abating of the price they a(k. On the two principal market
days held here, viz. at Whitfuntide and Michaelmas, it is not uncommon to fee thirty

or forty of them all dreffed in fo genteel a flile, and behaving with fo much unaffefted

complaifance and dignity, that a ftranger might be eafily led to take them for perfons

of quality en viafqvcradc. The appearance of thefe charming girls not only excited our
•wonder and admiration, but we found that they attracted the envy of all the farmers'

daughters on the neighbouring coafts. The market houfe is in the middle of the.

town
J
and they have alfo a new market appropriated to the fale of corn.

The
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The town of Newport is fituated fo nearly in the centre of the ifland, (the exaft

centrical fpot lying not a mile to the fouthward of it,) that it is thereby rendered alike

convenient to the inhabitants of every part. We could not acquire a minute account

of the number of perfons of both fexes refident in it, but the houfes are fuppofed to

amount to near 600—they are chiefly conftrudled of brick, and in general are not

lofty.

Newport was incorporated by James the Firfl, and is governed by a mayor, recorder,

and 12 aldermen ; who, I might fay without flattery, are much more deferving the title

oi gentkinen, than fome who have palTed under our infpeclion fmce the commencement
of our tour.

Few places afford better accommodations for genteel people, who may vlfit this

ifland, either on parties of pleafure, or for the benefit of their health, than Newport.

The delire of giving fatisfaftion feems to be the predominant feature of thofe who keep

the principal inns ; and by their civility and conveniences, they have of late years at-

irafted much company.

Section II.

AS we purpofed keeping the coafl: from Newtown, we croffed the countrv to that

place. In our way we entered the foreft of Alvington, and purfuing a traft (high road

there was none) that inclined to the north-weft, at length ftruck into a ftony lane,

where we had an excellent view of Carilbrook hills ; whofe mountainous appearance

was relieved by a woody valley, that gently Hoping from the foreft brow, gradually

dwindled into the dale.

Still purfuing our courfe through the ftony lane, we palTed a copfe of oaks, where the

mountains juft mentioned received every flafli of grandeur the folar rays could produce.

The fea, on the right, now opened gradually, and afforded us tranfiiory views of the

mouth of Southampton river, of Lutterel's Folly, the entrance of Beaulieu river, St.

Leonard's, and likewife of Lymington creek.

As we afcended thefe northern eminences, we had a view fufficiently extenfive to

perceive that a range of hills, or rather mountains, runs through the centre of the

ifland. I think I may with fome degree of exaftnefs fix their commencement at Ca-

rifbrook Caftle, as a valley opens between them, that takes a dire£i: courfe from the

moft northern extremity, Cowes, to the foot of St. Catherine's.

Thefe mountains fweep to the fouth weft, and terminate their range a little beyond

Calborne. Hej-e another dale fcparates them from Afton downs, and the Yarmouth
hills, which decline rather more to the weftward. Freflrwater-gate and Allum-

bay may be clearly difcerned throughout the whole way, after you have paffed the

foreft.

Alvington foreft is almoft entirely void of what generally gives the denomination of

a foreft to a tradt of land ; except a few pollard oaks, no trees of any confequence

are to be fecn upon it, till you fkirt its borders j there indeed the oak luxuriantly in-

termixes with the afli and elm.

At the entrance of Newtown we met with one of thofe fubjefts fo often touched by
the. pencil of Mr. Galnlhorough ; a cottage overfhadowcd with trees ; while a glim-

mering light, juft breaking through the branches, caught one corner of the Ttone

and flint fabric, and forcibly exprefl'cd the conception of that great mafter. A few

faggots, with a cart under a flicd, formed the fhadow part of the fore-ground ; and the

Hew Foreft, rearing its leafy tenants above the proudly Iwelling weaves, clofed the diftance.

From
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From its name, we expefted to have found N'ewtown, a town, or at lead a large vil-

lage ; but •were quite aflonifhcd when we faw that it confifted only of fix or feven houfes.

l\lany circumftances, however, tend to fupport the conjedure, that it was once a place

of mucli greater confideration. In the reign of King Richard the Second, it was burnt

by the French, and foon after rebuih.

Newtown-bay, or as it is fometimes named, Shal fleet-lake, makes its entrance about

half a mile below the houfes ; but its opening wants the general accompaniments, wood
and rock, to render it grand.—The banks are infipid, being devoid oven of fufficicnt

boldnefs.—The point meanly fiirinks into the fea, without a (hrub to court its flony

flatnefs. From the frequent breaks that open through the wood, Hampfhire was per-

fedlly picturefque ;—the fea, as a body, added frefh glows to the colouring, and plea-

fmgly varied the landfcape.

The corporation of Newton, (for fmall as it is, this place has to boafl; a corporation,

confifting of a mayor and twelve burgelfes, and fends two members to parliament,)

annually meet at the town hall in order to chufe the magiftrates for the year enfuing.

The manfion in which this meeting is held has more to boaft from its fituation, thaa

from its elegance as a building. The only things in it worthy of note for their anti-

quity are the the mayoralty chair and table. The building is of ftone, and contains

three rooms, with a cellar and kitchen underneath. A flight of Iteps lead to the

council-chamber, or hall.

Shalfleet-lake falls in agreeably at the foot of the hill ; while the village and
wood rife to the left, with the downs of Brixton in its diftance. Saltern, and Ham-
fted point relieve the Frefh-water cliff's, and bind its land view to the ean;ward.—Here
thofe who travel for pleafure fliould purfue the woody trad to the village of Shal-

fleet, where they will find at every avenue frefh beauties mantling to the view.

A body of water is preferved by dams at the foot of the town, where a mill,

entangled in the branches of its woody fides, is an agreeable objeft for the fore-ground.

On the fide of a hill, well covered with trees, ftands the town of Shalfleet. Little

to excite curiofity is to be feen here except the church, which from fome antiquity

about it, appears to have been in the Gothic fiile ; but, like many of the churches in

this ifland, it has been robbed of its antique windows, which gave an air of grandeur and
folemnity to it, and beautified (as they term it) with modern cafements. We have be-

fore cenfured this mode of beautification, and by this frefli inftance are prompted to

remark, that all thofe who view with pleafure the relics of Saxon and Gothic architec-

ture ftill extant, mufl: behold with difgufl: the awkward attempts of thefe good people

to correal what Time has brought to that fliate of perfedion mod pleafing to the eye of

a perfon of true tafte.

Nothing further worthy of attention detaining us, we again made for the Yarmouth
road; which having croffcd, and left to the right, we bent our courfe towards Hamfted-

woods. The gates we had to pafs, as the roads chiefly lie through the farmers' grounds,

were almofl innumerable ; and the foil principally confifl^ing of clay and marie ; in fome

places the roads were extremely bad. The land, however, is very produQive, and is

cultivated to the road's fide.

The principal part of the land about Newtown, and extending to the fpot we were

travelling through, is the eflate, as we were informed, of Sir Richard Worfley. It is

not deficient towards the north-wefl: in woody fcenes, but thefe are too thinly fcattcred

to furnifli a proper fubjeft for a painter. The elms range too regularly to pleafe, and

the clumps are too formal to combine. Nor is the ftilF appearance of the near hedge-

voL. II. 4 Q rows,
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rpws, which encircle the corn-fields, by any means grateful to the fight ; on the coiti*

trary, fo clofely placed, they are highly difgufling. When it is poflible to bring them

properly into the focus of the eye, on the decline of a hill, or on a gentle rife, where

they may blend into each other, then indeed they give peculiar pleafure.

From Hanifted we had the oppofite view of Newtown ; but fo encompafled with

trees, that little of the buildings were to be difcerned. We had however a perfeft

view of Gurnet Point to the north-eaft ; and of the town of Yarmouth, as well as

of Hurft Caftle oppofite to it, on the fouth-weft ; while Lymington to the north -weft

perfeded the pidure.

From Hamfted we once more returned to the Yarmouth road, and entered it at Lin-

wood Green. Mr. Barrington's feat to the left, with its furrounding woods, are in fine

order ; and gracefully fill the left-hand fcene.—At the entrance of the common we ob-

tained the nobleft view the illand had as yet prefented us. Had not the fea towards

the Ifle of Portland caufed fo large an opening, it had every appearance of a Weft-

moreland fcene. The hills rofe with all the majefty of the Skiddaw mountains j the

valley produced a lake, with a lonely copfe to eafe its winding fhores; while the downs
of Afton falling to the more ftately fweep of Frefh-water cliffs, clofe their boldnefs

behind Frelh-water church. Nor were the Carifbrook hills lefs dillinguifhable j their

irregular pile bringing in a proportion to the effeft.

The valley was crowded with its ufual inhabitants, various kinds of cattle, and launch-

ed into every extreme the voluptuous hand of Nature could bellow ; the foliage of the

fore-ground harmonioufly difplayed its glowing verdure, and enchanted the fight. Every

hill brought its foot to the dale, and formed a frefh avenue for the winding ftream.

—

The fpire of Frelh-water, darting forth from its vernal attendants, caught the roving

eye, and gave additional charms to the diftance. Nature here feemed yet to be in em-
bryo, and fcarcely to have begun, what, in a few years, will excite in the mind of every

fentimental beholder the higheft pleafure and admiration. The fcene behind it was

Hot equally inviting : the point of land between Yarmouth town and Hamfted head

broke up in the middle of it, and feparated the mountains from the (hores of the fea.

Here Southampton water juft crept in between the diftances, and brought its woody
range to the furface of the river. Yarmputh, which lay before us, did not appear fo

Interefting as it ought to have done, from its lying quite flat in the point of view from
which we faw it.

When we entered the town, we were not a little difappointed, but it was an agreeable

difappointment. From its appearance at a diftance, we expefted to have feeu a con-

temptible place; but, on the contrary, we found the buildings in general neat and clean,

though rather low. They were moftly of ftone, or whitewalhed. If Yarmouth was
paved, it would be little inferior to Newport in neatnefs.

Having often heard of Yarmouth caftle, we went to fee it; but how unlike a fortrefs!

Scarcely any thing of ftrength appeared about it, and as little worthy of obfervation.

The view from it was the only fatisfaftion we obtained by our vifit, and that was far in-

ferior to many fcenes we had paffed before.

The conveniences of Yarmouth are very great, both to its own inhabitants, and to

thofe of the oppofite (hores. A paflage-boat paffes to and from Lymington every day,
with accommodations both for paffengers and horfes. And thepaffage from oneftjore

to the other being but from five to fix miles acrofs, it is thereby rendered reciprocally

convenient to thofe who refide on the weftern parts of the ifland, and to the inhabitants

of the lower parts of Hampihire and Dorfctfhire.

The
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The fhorcs abound with a great variety of (hells, w hich are not found in fuch quan-

tities at any other part of the ifland. The fifh on this coaft are chiefly folcs and other

flat fifh ; and they are caught in fuch plenty, that they contribute greatly towards the

fupport of the poor.

The borough of Yarmouth fends two members to parliament, and ranks as'the third

town in the ifland. It is likewife a corporate town, to which confequence it was raifed

by King James the Firft. The charter diredts, that when a mayor is to be eleded, the

inqueft by whom he is to be chofcn, confiding of ten common council -men and two

commoners, (hall be fhut up in the town-hall, without provifions &c. till nine out of

the twelve agree in the choice.

Its diftance from Newport is ten miles ; but the road for pleafurable travelling is the

word in the ifland. There are not lefs than 52 gates to be pafled between the two

places, which greatly adds to the irkfomnefs of it.

The river Yar prefents a beautiful entrance, and takes a double courfe. The branch

to the fouth-ead pafles the valley before defcribed, and faunters up to Tapnell; a vil-

lage fituated at the bottom of Afton downs. The other branch forms a more
confiderable body, and feen from Frefli-water, appears as a lake, the hills meeting,

and the (hores projecting, fo as to prevent the eye from perceiving its communication

with the fea.

The oppofite fhores of Norton, which form the entrance of the river, are pleafmgly

diverfified with broken grounds and groups of trees ; and likewife with interpofing cot-

tage roofs that break the too regular clumps. It is navigable to the mills of Frefh-water,

where the bridge preferves a fufEcient body to add grandeur to the landfcape, and

allow fcope for the pencil.

Section III.

HAVING refreflied our horfes, we fet out the fame evening for Frefla-water Gate,

taking the road that had brought us to Yarmouth from Linwood Green. We then

flruck into the firft right-hand road, leading to the bridge that erodes the fouth-ea(t

courfe of the river.

Here the bridge became an objecl. From the hills adjoining to Yarmouth it is view-

ed to fome advantage, but here it redoubled its harmony with the valley.—The fun was

warm and declining.—The ivy that had helped to deface its fides, now brightened its

appearance, and gave, as an atonement for its ravages, its friendly aid to bind the

building, and variegate its general tints.—Nor did the hills in the diftance diminifli the

fplendor of the fcene ; a wood fwept on the other fide of the bridge from hill to hill,

and formed a perfeQ amphitheatre.

The colouring was fuperb and rich ; a glow of purple ftained the diftance, while the

faint rays of the fun juft caught the bridge, and glided along the tops of the wood.

The fide-fcreens lay, one in a half tint, the oppofite one entirely in fliadow ; the whole

blending fo uniformly, that it had the moft pleafing effed: we had feen in any view

during our whole route.

At the declenfion of the fun, efpeclally in the month of September, the grandeft

effefts of light and fliade are obfervable. The movement of thefe rapturous tranfits

of Nature are inftantaneous ; and if not clofely obferved, fly before the eye is half gra-

tified. The colouring at this time is always chafte ; and the length of the ftiadows from

the mountains, in general confine the light to a principal object ; which, if it does not

as quickly ftrike the imagination as its motion is haity, every beauty muft inevitably be

loft.

4 Q 2 I am
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I am convinced that the remnants of light in an evening are much finer when the fun

returns to the fouth, than when in the fpring it approaches the northern hemifphere.

Nor does it lofe any of its lullre by fetting where the ocean conftitutes the horizon.

In general its lights are clearer, and diffufe a greater variety of colours to the land

;

while the water babbling up in gentle waves, catches its rays, and gives us the very

foul and fpirit of Claude's mafter pieces.

The evening drawing on, we haftened towards the intended fpot. Thorly furprized

us when we entered it. From the maps of the ifland we had been led to expeft that

this parifh contained a confiderable village ; but a few houfes only prefented them-

felves, and thofe furrounded by woods. Wilmingham is a pleafant fpot, but nothing

further.

From Afton we had a frefli view of the fcene we had had from the entrance of

Yarmouth. The cliff of Frefliwater Gate rofe with majedic grandeur, but from its

chalky corner abruptly obtruded itfclf. The lines of Afton downs ranged beauti-

fully ; while the nobler afcent of the downs of Frefliwater doubled their fplendor

;

a gleam of light Hole over the hills, and prefented the woody vale with force and
bloom. The furzy fcrub that flraggled on the furface of the mountains, was a

great helpmate to foften their fides. The la't, but not the leafk addition to this

view, is the village on the oppofite fide of the water, whofe refledions gave every

different hue to heighten the ftudy. We much regretted the want of a fore-ground,

as nothing but a patch of ripe corn continually encountered the fight. Nor could we
help wifliing for a few of thofe fcenes that prefented themfelves in the New Foreft

;

fome of its noble oaks would have fully completed the grandeur of the fcene before

us.

We now afcended Afton down, and for the firft time had an uninterrupted view of

the fea. The profpeQ: was fine;— the evening was ferene ;— and the billows, as if for-

getful of their ufual boifteroufnefs, feemed to be lulled to a flate of tranquillity by the

warblings of the feathered fongfl:ers in the neighbouring groves, whofe little throats

poured forth, in mofl: melodious notes, their grateful tranfports to the Great Giver of

their daily food.—To add folemnity to the fcene, the fluttering fails of the furrounding

veffels lay motionlefs ; nor admitted even the gentlefl breath of the zephyrs that wan-
toned about them.

On the right lay the fpot called Frefliwater Gate, which, we were informed, derives

its name from its being placed there to prevent the water of an adjacent fpring from
uniting with the fea. This derivation, however, does not feem to be very well

grounded.

A cottage is the only habitation to be found here, but that cottage, which is kept by
a publican, affords every accommodation a traveller can wifli for ; and frequent parties

of pleafure are made to it.

The cliffs that form Frefliwater-bay are very high, and when you look down from
them, you find a degree of terror excited in the mind. Many parts of them, unable to

withfland the conflant ravages of the fea, have been vvaflied down. On the left hand of

the bay, two large maffes of the cliffs have been torn from the fides, and have fallen

perpendicularly into the water. In the bottom of one of thefe fragments, there is a

large chafm, forming a perfed arch ; the other appears to be (till unhurt by the de-

predations of the fpray.

From this fpot St. Catherine's appears the mofh fouthern boundary of the

ifland ; and owing to the chalky cliffs which are about half way up its fide, on
a platform of green, is frequently taken for forae ancieet cafl:le. The ihore towards

it
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it is'rocky, and the cliffs exceedingly fleep, with fmall tufts of grafs growing on their

fides.

But when we viewed the cave of Frcfiiwatcr, we were loft in wonder at the dire-

ful effeds of the raging foam. Thefe cliffs ineafure, from the furface of the fea at low
water to their top, near fix hundred feet. The cave is a natural cavity in the bottom
of the rocks, forming two arches. Thofe who vifit it can only enter at low water.

The infides of the arches are overgrown with mofs and weeds, and ferve as a fine

contraft to the fea and clifls. Several pieces of rock, which have fallen from the af-

cents, block up the paffage into the cave at half tide. Among thefe, one in particu-

lar, much larger than the reft, rifes fome feet above high-water mark ; the form of

which I have particularly Iketched, and it accompanies the annexed view of this roman-
tic fpot.

Stakes are faftened to the rocks, and others are placed en the fliore, to which cords

are fixed, that pafling from ftem to ftern of the boats belonging to the place, prevent

them from being beaten to pieces by tlie furf, or carried to fea when the wind blows

hard. The bottom is a fine fand ; and from the healthy fituation of the fpot, would be

an excellent place to eftablifli a bathing machuie ; but there being no houfes near, a

confiderable objection may arife from that circumftance.

On this fliore the naturalift will find numerous attraftions for his fcientific refearches.

A variety of foflils are impregnated with the rocky fubftance of the cliffs, together

with native fpars ;—copperas ftones are frequently thrown by the tide on the beach ;—and pieces of iron ore, in its primitive ftate, are fometimes ftrewed along the

fhore. Veins of rocks, fliooting from the cliff's, run to a length that cannot be af-

certained, into the fea. At a diftance they appear like water-pipes ; and on exami-

nation, are found to confift in the middle of a vein of black rock, covered with an
incruftation of iron. The fhape of thefe veins is fingular, but very regular, and

pointed ; they dart into the fea among the other rocks which form the entrance of the

cave.

Several cavities appeared to be in the rocks as we viewed them towards the Needles,

but none of them led to a fubterraneous palTage of any length. There are three or

four at the bottom of the range called Main-Bench, but none equal to Frefliwater-

Cave.

Having made all the obfervations we could on this bay, and the night creeping

on apace, we retired to the village ; but not with any very fanguine hopes of meet-

ing with agreeable accommodations. We, however, found fuch, as all thofe who
are in purfuit of the beauties of Nature, and can feaft on the delightful fcenes flie

prefents, will readily put up with. To fuch, a favoury raflier, a flice of brown
bread, with a draught of home-brewed beer, is a feaft ; the humble pallet, a bed of

down.
Wifliing to view a fun rife on thefe hills, we rofe by break of day ; but fo dift'erent

are the morning and evening fcenes of the ifland from thofe on the oppofite fliores,

that it is fcarcely to be credited, unlefs you narrowly watch every operation of Nature.

We expefted to have feen the fun burft from behind the eaftern hills, and immediately

fcatter the dewy fubftances that fall in great profufion here; but inftead of viewing his

rays contending only with the morning vapours, as the day broke, a thick condenfed

cloud reared itfelf from the fouth-caft, and continued to increafe in its fize, till it enve-

loped all the hills in a gloomy ftiade. Shortly after, a glimmering ray of light (kirted

the horizon, and diffufed its beams to every point, but that in fo weak and faint a man-
ner
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ner as was far from pleafing. From its earliefl: approach, at the dawning of the day,

we had entertained hopes of feeing the fun gild the tops of the mountains with all its

brilliance, and break with grandeur on the neighbouring copfe ; but in this we were

difappointed. We were informed by the farmers refident here, that they fcarcely

ever knew the day break in this manner, with clouds accompanying the opening

dawn, but that the enfuing day proved very hot. For once, however, they were

miftakeu : during this day the rain frequently defcended on our heads in tor-

rents.

Allum Bay was our route on the fucceeding day ; where our expeflations were not

in the leafl; degree difappointed. In our way to it> feveral confined views, at the foot

of the mountains, had much the fame appearance as the Cumberland and Weftmorland

hills give to a pifture — a ftone-fided cottage, with one half of the roof flated, the

other covered with a mofl'y thatch, furrounded by pleafing clumps of trees and pro-

jeftions of rocks from the overgrown ferny heath ;—while a fhattered gate bounds fome

nearly-ruined ftony wall, that inclofes a flock of fheep, and confines them upon the

rugged fteep.

Scenes of this kind frequently (kirted the road's fide till we reached the fummit of

the path that led to the warren. Here a new fcene rufhed upon us, as pleafing as it

was pidturefque. The declivities of the valley was a fine fpecimen of broken ground j

— the burrows of the little inhabitants of the warren added relief to the rocks and ver-

dure that adorned its fides ;—and a mixture of gravel and marie, with here and there

niaffes of white fand, contributed to the perfeftion that was vifible to every difcriminating

eye ;—while the Needles terminated the firft fight, the ifle of Portland compofed the

greateft diftance.

As we defcended the road, a horfe, tied to a bulh, obftrufted our progrefs. Sup-

pofing it to belong to fome vifitor, like ourfelves, of thefe pifturefque fcenes, who,
finding the hill too deep, and the road too rugged, to ride down with fafety, had dif-

mounted and walked down, we followed the example he had fet us :—but what was

our furprize, when coming up with the owner of the horfe, we recognifed him to be

my worthy friend, Mr. La Porte, a very ingenious artill

!

Before our arrival, this gentleman had ranfacked the fpot ; and did not hefitate to

pronounce the fight equal to any he had ever feen, either in or out of the ifland we
were upon. As from the nature of our plan, our fpecimens of this place mufl fall very

fhort of the numberlefs beauties it exhibits, for a more extenfive reprefentationof them
we will beg leave to refer our readers to the works of the before-mentioned artift

;

from whofe chafte and correct pencil every beauty, juftly and pleafingly delineated,

may be expefted ; and from his rapturous exclamations when on the fpot, we are

not without hopes that the next exhibition at the Royal Academy will be graced with

them.

The mountainous cliffs that form Allum Bay are terrific in the extreme ; a huge
angle of rock, flielving over your head, is the conftant accompaniment of the heights;

and many of them are near feven hundred feet from the furface of the fea at low
water.

In thefe rocks the progreffive operations of nature in their formation are eafily dif-

cernible.—We found them to be compofed of a regular gradation of fubftances, from
a watery clay to a perfeft and fubflantial petrefaftion. The winter blafts, and in-

cefTant ravages of the fea, frequently hurl large tufts of earth from the ftupendous

heights to the flrand beneath ; and thefe, lying there immovable, gather from the

14 undula<
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undulations of the waves, fmall fliells, foflils, and pieces of flint ; till hardened by
time, and the petrifyin-g quality of the water, they become at length a perfed fub-

ftance.

We broke feveral large clumps, which had undergone this tranfmutation, and
found that they had attracted every marine produftion. In, their primary ftate they
appeared to have been chiefly clay, without any durability. Their fecond ilate was,
when the water had thrown its floating weeds round their fides, and had juft begun to

attraft the foflil particles and pieces of broken IhcUs, which, entangling in the mofs
and fegments, there remained, and contributed to their growing ftrength. In their

third progreflion we found, that flint and fpar had forced their way into their centre,

and cemented the earth together, till, in the courfe of time, the water had petrified,

and clothed them with copperas ftones and iron ore for their outward coat. Their
fourth and lad Rage was, where, the waves having waflied them every tide, they
plainly exhibited, on their out\vard appearance, all the foregoing fubftances entirely

converted to hard folid rock. The minutenefs with which we examined thefe

ftones left us not the leaft room to doubt but that fait water is poffefled of the

power to petrify, in a feries of time, the fofteft and mod diflbluble aflemblage of
earths.

The fine white fand before mentioned is found here, about a hundred feet above the

furface of the beach, of a peculiar quality. The ftratum lies between two others of
clay. This fand is the only fort that is to be found in thefe kingdoms fit for making
white glafs ; it is likewife ufed at Worcefler for manufacturing china j nor will any
other do for thefe ufes. The miners employed in digging it informed us, that this vein,

from repeated examinations, has been found to run entirely through, from the extremity

of the point oppofite to Yarmouth to the downs of Afton. It belongs to Mr. Urry, of
Yarmouth, and the profit arifmg from it is very confiderable. As often as the weather
will permit, veffels lie in Allum Bay to load with it.—Here likewife is dug the tobacco
pipe clay before fpoken of.

The compofitions of the foil which form thefe ftupendous heights are of the greateft

Tariety we ever meet with.—The bottom is a hard mixture of flint and chalk, whofe
durability is able to encounter any attacks but the ocean's fury. The next vein is a

black foftifli mud, or watery clay, over which is an ochre of a bright call. Here
the fand-pits take their rife, whofe ftratum, meafuring ten feet in depth, is fitu-

ated on the hard plain floor of ochre before mentioned, having above it another

vein of much the fame quality. Over thefe we obferved a variety of coloured

clays and earths, fome of which were of a perfeft pink and green hue, with the

interpofition of chalk, flint, and mould, without diftindion. In ftiort, I fcarcely

think that any part of the kingdom produces, in fo fmall a compafs, fuch a mixture of

foils.

The workmen are feldom able to continue working at the fand-pits longer than

the month of Oftober ; fometimes not fo long. In the winter, the fea, agitated by
the violent fouth-weft winds, which then generally blow, breaks into the pits, and,

undermining the other heights, brings down the whole force of the mountain. When
thefe crafhef happen, they may be diilindlly heard at the village of Frelh-water, though
two miles diftant.

This fufficiently accounts for the great quantities of rock that bind the fhores.

When they fall to the water's edge, every tide, as before obferved, adds permanency
to their fubftance. A little nearer to the chalky fides of Frelhwater downs we ftill

found greater cavities in the earth. The quantity of rain that in this part fweeps

along
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along the downs, here finds a vent. The day being rainy and boifterous, we enjoyed

peculiar fatisfaftion from viewing the ravages inceflantly committed by it.—A bold

ftream ifTued from the top of the rocks, which joined feveral fmaller ones about a

quarter of the way down; where, violently burfting on the large clumps of iron ore

from which the earth had been wafhed, they gave grandeur and beauty to the fcene.

When the torrents caufed by the rain are very violent, they carry all before them
from the heights, leaving their impregnations on the furface of the earth. Large

mafles, of a green colour, appeared on many of the points, which we fuppofed to

have been caufed by the quantity of copperas that lies on the rocks ; and we likewife

found feveral ftones flrongly infufed with a tiniEtureof that mineral.

Nor are thefe clifts deficient in iron ; feveral fprings iffue from the fides of them,

which, in their paflage to the fea, leave a fediment behind them tmftured with it.

A great quantity of iron ore lies along the beach, which, like the rocks before de-

fcribed, had received additional ftrength from having been expofed to the air and fea.

Some of thefe we found as foft as clay, and many harder than the rocks -themfelves;

for, on oppofmg their ftrength, the iron remained whole, while the rocks chipped in

pieces.

Thefe rocks and earths, when the water leaves them, appear very like the Glaciere

mountains, in Switzerland ; feveral hundred points fhoot upwards, gradually de-

creafmg in their circumference. We obferved that the fprings, even when not aug-

mented by the rain, formed two or three cafcades ; and thefe, at the time we viewed

them, were by no means contemptible ones. We thought them fo interefting that we
took the annexed view of them. But it mult be obferved, that as thefe fcenes, from

the before- mentioned devaftations, alter every year, they may not perhaps be found ex-

actly in the fame pofition as when viewed by us. Whether they are or no, it is certain

they will not be feen to lefs advantage, as every fummer adds frefh, though tranfient

beauties to them.

The time to fee them in their greatefl perfection mud be while the fun is fetting ;

his beams then giving additional force to every touch nature fo wantonly fports with J

as they ftand at the clofe of the day direftly in his focus.

We now parted along the beach, ftiU nearer to the white borders of the Needles,

where frefli objefts enchanted our fight. A ftupendous afcent, near five hundred

feet in height, with another rather lefs, one of them of a perfefl: pink colour, the other

of a bright ochre with its foot covered with the green fediment of, copperas, had an

appearance as wonderful as uncommon. So fudden a difference, though fingular,

muft, when blended in a picture, produce a charming harmony. The only ftiff ob-

jeft was the white cliffs ; but the glare of thefe was rather alleviated by the weeds

which hung down them, and the blue furface of the flints.

The point that extends to thofe fatal rocks, called the Needles, (which once, there

is not the lealt room to doubt, formed the extremity of the land,) is near a quarter

of a mile in length. From its fides flow feveral ftrcams, but they are too fmall to

form a body. The quality of the water of thefe ftrcams is allowed, by feveral gentle-

men who have analized it, to be very good. They arc chiefly chalybeate; but one
we tailed left the rancorous flavour of copperas behind. It was not, however, fuf-

ficient to affect the ftomach. There is every probability that this long wafte will in

time become, like the Needles, a terror to feamean ; but it will require many centu-

ries to bring lb grand an object to perfeftion.

As we returned, a number of finall ftones rattled down from the fides of the rocks,

which we thought, at firlt, wrxc thrown by fome playfomc boys who were above

;

.5
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but we foon found it was occafioned by the flicep that were grazing on the wry brink

of the precipice, fome of whom had even got below the edge, in order to piclc up the

herbs that {kirt its brow.)

The only inhabitants of this dreadful promontory are gulls and puffings, who refort

to it about the month of May, to breed, and leave it towards September. The coun-

try people refident in this part of the ifland are very dexterous in taking the eggs of

thefe birds. This they do by means of an iron crow, which they fix into the ground

on the top of the cliffs, and fufpending themfelves from it, in a bafket faflened to a

r6pe, they get at the nefts.—A method not unlike that purfued by the gatherers

of famphire, from the fide of Dover Clilf, as defcribed by Shakefpeare, in his King

Lear

:

•Halfway down
' Hangs one that gathers famphire ;— dreadful trade !

Methiuks, he feems no bigger than his head."

As foon as the men get thus fufpended, they halloo ; upon which the birds quit the

holes wherein their eggs are depofited, and flying away, leave them a prey to the un-

feeling plunderer. The eggs of thefe birds are found here in great plenty, and this is

the only part of the coafl: where they build. Some of them make even the Needles a

receptacle for their young. Strangers frequently buy thefe eggs through curiofity ;

but they are feldom eaten, except by the country people who take them, and who
likewife fometimes deftroy the birds for the fake of their feathers, by knocking ihera

down with (licks as they fly out of their holes.

The chief food of thefe birds is fifli, which they take with extraordinary agility,

picking them up as they flcim along the furface of the fea. The puffing is a fpecies of

thefeagull, differing from it only in colour, its heads and wings being promifcuoufly

covered with brown fpots.—Many gentlemen refort to thefe cliffs, in order to en-

joy the amufement of Ihooting ; and as, upon hearing the report of the-.gun, feveral

hundreds of the birds leave their holes at a time, and hover about, they generally find

excellent fport.

At Lymington the Needles have a very pleafing appearance, not unlike that which

St. Catherine's makes when feen from Frefliwater gate. The fingular efi"e6ts that

time has wrought on the beach of thefe celebrated rocks, was the lad thing which

engaged our attention.—The pebbles and flints lying on the furface of it, are per-

fedtly fmooth, from the repeated friftion of the waves, and the force with which the

fea dafties them againfl: each other ; fo that they appear exadly like a great number of

marbles, only of a more confiderable fize. Here likewife many veins of iron, refem-

bling water-pipes, like thofe at -Frefliwater gate, before defcribed, launch a long way
into the fea ; and, although the bottoni is fandy, it requires a thorough knowledge of

the coaft to land clear of the rocky parts.

The weeds, called here by the country people delfe and tangle, grow and flourifli

on thefe rocks ; and they are likewife fuperbly touched with a bright yellow mofs,

which adds relief to the other tints that ftrew the fliore. AUum is alfo found here,

but in no great quantity, nor very good in its quality. From this circumflance we may
fuppofe the bay to have received its name.

VOL. II. 4 R. Sec-
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Section IV.

WE now left this place, but not without great regret, having received incxprefllble

pleafure from its tremendous grandeur ; of which we have endeavoured to give our

readers fome idea in the annexed plate. Having mounted our horfes, and being

joined by the gentleman we had accidentally fallen in with, we fat out with a defign

to afcend the downs of Frefhwater ; but miffing the road, we attempted to climb

the mountain. The flipperynefs, however, of the grafs, occafioned by the rain,

and the fleepnefs of its fides, prevented us fz'om carrying this defign into execution.

We accordingly difmounted, and, with great difficulty, regained the road. And
we would take this opportunity to caution all thofe who vifit the Ifle of Wight, not,

in any part of it, to leave the beaten road, if they can poffibly avoid it ; for though
the people of the country, who are not eafily terrified at any intricacies, can readily

find the nearefl way from place to place over the downs, yet if you do not per-

ceive a track to lead up the hill, you may be alTured there is no paffable road that

way.

Having regaled ourfelves at Frefhwater gate, we again mounted the downs of

Afton. From the extreme height of thefe plains, and of the adjacent ones, we gener-

ally found the fummits of them barren, while the vallies are exceedingly fruitful ; and

where the hills are cultivated, and grain fown, from the almofl continual north-eaft

winds that fweep over them in the winter, and their being expofed to the fcorching

rays of the fun in the fummer, (a contrafl unfavourable to vegetation,) we often ob-

ferved, that while a part of it was green, the reft was ftunted and parched up. This

difference in the ripenefs, together with the fmallnefs of the ear, even in its higheft

perfeftion, renders the cultivation of corn on thefe elevated fpots very unprofitable,

and not worthy of the farmer's attention.

They, however, afford a fweet and rich pafture for fheep, and fome are kept upon
them

;
yet not fo many as there might be ; nor is it in the power of argument to pre-

vail on the farmers to extend fo beneficial a branch. The fheep in thefe parts appear

to be of the Dorfetfhire breed— tall, and well fleeced j and the mutton is equal in

goodnefs to any in Great Britain.

Wifhing to keep as clofe to the fea fhore as poffible, we now made for Compton
Chine ; but met with nothing intereftihg till we croffed Compton Down ; we then

came to a fmall village, called Brook. The chine of Brook has a greater chafm to

prefent than Compton ; but even this did not come up to our expectations. The vil-

lage of Brook lies in a recefs formed by two mountains, which fhelter it from the vio-

lence of the winds.

The places to which, in thefe parts, the name of chine is given, are breaks or

chafms in the cliffs, which feem to have been occafioned by fome violent eruption or

infringement of the ocean. Through fome of them we obferved fprings to flow.

From Brook we croffed to Mottiflon ; and in our way paffed through a foil entirely

different from any we had hitherto feen. For near two miles the furface of the road

confifted of fand, perfeftly red. Under this was a vein of white fand. And beneath

that a great quantity of iron ore, intermixed with flint and chalk.

The variation of the foil in this ifland is beyond defcription. They may be truly

termed the vagaries of nature ; in which fhe fports with uncontrolled extravagance.

Every year, to an obfervant and frequent vifitor of the ifland, fhe prcfents fomething

la nevvj
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new ; and in every alteration fhe feems to be more luxuriant. To-day we find her

thrufling forth fome bold promontory into the fea, in order to check the impetuous

waves, and afford the mariner an afylum from their fury. To-morrow, unmindful of

the magnificence of her former work, flio hurls the foaming wave againft its ftately

fide, and levels it with the humbler fliore ; and probably after having tumbled this

precipice headlong down its craggy fleep, flie forms a rugged ftony channel for fome
rapid torrent, produced by the heavy rains that fo frequently annoy the weftern coads of

England ; which rufliing down its fide, forms at once maffes for the artilt, and prefents

a pieafing fight to the curious fpectator.

The hills of Yarmouth, as well as the vallies of Newtown and Shalfleet, were no
longer vifible, as we proceeded to Mottiflon, being intercepted by the Brixton moun-
tains, which, from their height, except direftly in the road-way, are utterly impaffable.

The village of Mottiflon is a very defirablc fpot, pleafantly fituated, and commanding
charming views of the fea. The church is antique, but almoft robbed of its grandeur

by the modern mode of beautifying we have fo often ccnfured.

About half a mile from the village, after we had left it, a fcene prefented itfclf that

flruck us with furprize and admiration. The village, behind us, which is almoit fur-

rounded by woods, juft opened fufficient to prefent its church, fpire, and entrance ; to-

gether with an old houfe of ftone, whicn the fun caught full upon ;— the trees lying in

fhadovv, formed the fore-ground ;—while the diftant cliffs of Frefli-water, Main Bench,

and Scratchel's Bay, clofed upon the verdure of the wood which furrounded the village,

and brought it out ; the relief was aftonilhing, and the fight peculiarly pieafing. The
fea lay in fliadow in the diftance j and feveral veflels, with light glancing on :heir top-

fails, finlfhed the view.

Such fcenes frequently encounter the eye here, but fall infinitely fliort when defcrlbed,

of what they are in reality. To pouriray them in their own glowing colours is not

in the power of my pen or pencil ; to point out fuch as are mod ftriking, and to give a

defcription as nearly adequate as poffible, is the utmofl: I can do.

The downs of Brixton on our left often afforded fine back-grounds. A number
of rocks ftart from the brows of the hills, the mofs and grafs charmingly blending on
their furface. A few patches of white, occafioned by holes which the-flieep had made
to lie in, were rather difgufting to the fight. From the very great height of the rocks,

the flieep that grazed on the brows of them appeared like dots of white ; they, how-

ever, when they grouped, flrongly heightened the effeft. There was a littlenefs

in the valley before us, occafioned by feveral aukward clumps of ill-grown trees, that

broke the fine fweeps it took. The hill of St. Catherine's and Appuldurcombe termi-

nated the view. Black Down alfo prefented its loftinefs, and added to the fcene.

We left Pitt Place and Chilton Chine to the right, and paffed on to Brixton, or, as

it is called here, Brifon. The corruption of this proper name renders it neceffary for

me to mention, that the names of places are not uncommonly corrupted in thele parts.

Nay, if you inquire the road to any place, calling it as it is ufually written, the odds

are confiderably againft you, but that they tell you there is no fuch place. Even

the people of Newport indulge themfelves in thefe liberties : fo that unlefs you

have a map with you to reftify their miinomers, you are very often at a lofs how to

proceed.

Brixton is one of the largeft villages in this part of the ifland, and, in my opinion,

one of the pleaianteft. The road through it is clean, and kept in good order. It is

conveniently fituated, in point of diftance, from the bay to which it gives name. The
parilh church belongbg to it (lands towards the fkirts of the village ; but this alfo has

4 R 2 had
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had the iron hand of embellifliment laid on it. A flreain pafles through this placi',

which takes its rife near Mottifton, and empties itfelf into the bay at Jackman's Chine.

At the bottom of the village, as we courfed its fides, we obferved this brook to widen,

when it afforded a pleafmg effed.

The inundation of theiea, completing what fome eruption had begun, forms here a

fhort declivity, overgrown with fcrubby bufhes. There is alfo a boat-houfe here, where

feveral boats are kept in readinefs to aflift the unfortunate mariners, in cafe of fhip-

wrecks. which are not unfrequent on this coaft. The bay, as to its appearance, affords

nothing very pleafmg to the fight ; every wave, however, that broke upon its beach,

where there is a conftantfurf, brought a charm with it.

This furf we foon viewed in all its terrors ; for the morning turning hazy, a ftorm

commenced, which obliged us to take flielter in the boat-houfe. From hence we faw

the fea, with its wonted fury, waging war with the more peaceable cliff; while the tor-

rent, in wild career, rufhing from the heights down the clay and ftony fteep, forced its

way through the foaming billows, and tinftured with its ftreams the borders of

the bay.

After waiting an hour, by which time the florm was abated, we again fet forward,

with a determination to fkirt the boundaries of the cliffs which lay neareft to the fea.

Several recefl'es obtrude themfelves on the land, but without producing that terrific effedt

we had frequently feen them do.

We fwept round the Bay of Brixton, but received no very great pleafure from view-

ing its formal plains. On our left we obftrved Black Down to open, and prefent us

with a view of Culver Clifls, which lie at the eaftern extremity of the ifland. The
vallies throughout the ifland frequently form a curve round the foot of fome dreadful

precipice, and lead your fight to the niofl beautiful fcenes. We were here gratified

with one of thefe; which, difdaining all bounds, began its opening at Sandown, to

the eallward, and turning round the foot of St. Catherine's, joined the vallies of Brix-

ton and Chale, and from thence ran on to Frefh-water. Notwithftanding we were

now on the lowefl part of the ifland, we had a very plain and difl:infl; view of its ex-

tremeft bounds.

It may beneceflfary to remark, for the benefit of thofe who vifit thefe parts, that, in

going round this coaft, great inconvenience attends keeping clofe to the fea ; as the

road over the downs is impaffable for carriages, and even very troublefome to thofe on
horfeback ; there being near fifty gates between Frefh-water gate and St. Catherine's,

and thofe of the worft kind. In almoft every field we were obliged to difmount, in

order to cut the cords by which they were faltened, otherwife we fliould not have been

able to have proceeded.

Continuing our route, we came to Barns Hole, which might properly be deemed a

chine. As the operations of Nature in the formation of works of this kind admit of

many hypothefes, I (hall give my opinion of it with diflidencc. Bams Hole is a vaft

chafm in the earth, fronting the fea, which extends a confiderable way towards Brixton;

and, as you enter it, infpires the mind with horror. The entrance has the appearance

of leading to fome fubterraneous paifage, which furnifhes a retreat for a nefl of robbers.

The fides of it are four hundred feet high, meafured from the water, and are coated

on the outfide with a difmal black earth, which confirms the terror im|>i*eflcd on the

imagination by the firfl view of it. It is furroundcd by a leathfome, unfruitful foil, and

fcarccly a fhrub cares to cling to its llecp afcents. A ftream paflfes through it that

empties itfelf into the fea.

The
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The reflecflions that arofe In our minds on viewing fuch a combination of flriking

cffcds, were, that they miifl have been occafioned by fonie great convulfion of Nature

;

who, being internally overloaded, difcharged the extraneous matter by fome terrible

eruption. This fuppofition feems to be confirmed by the quantity of minerals, and the

variety of foils, that are found about it. Several fpecimens of fulphurous matter,

though not very flrongly impregnated, lay on the fliore.

Section V.

WE now made our way towards Atherfield Point, leaving the village of Atherfield,

and alfo Kingftone, to the left. A great noblenefs of valley extends all the way to

Chale ; but it is too much cultivated to afford an artift fatisfaftion.

Still continuing on the downs, we came to that point of Chale Bay which is called

Atherfield Point, traverfing nearly the fame kind of foil and country we had hitherto

done. The hills of St. Catherine began now to form a noble appearance. At
Frefh-water, as we obferved before, they looked like caftles ; here they appeared
like fortreffes of great ftrength. From the regular breaks in the rocks, and thefe

being not unlike gun-ports, or embrafures, they might, about twilight, be eafilv mif-

taken for fuch.

Its heights are grand and pifturefque, and they clearly prove that this ifland, with
regard to its formation, has every advantage ; for where the fea would, from the part

being moft expofed to its fury, have committed a breach, the land, boldly rifmg, pro-
teds it from every inundation. And, if we may judge from what the inhabitants fay

of it, the Ifle of Wight has fcarcely its equal in the world. Its land (fay they) is fer-

tile ; its hi'ibandmen Indullrious ; its females prolific ; its hills a fure proteftiou from
the devaftations of the fea; Itscoafts too rocky to admit the approach of an enemy

;

and, above all, its inhabitants chearful, good tempered, and hofpitable ; all uniting

in the wifh and endeavour to render their ifland attradive in every refpeft to (hangers.

I muft here remark, that the parts of the ifland we were before fpeaking of, are fo

unlike the eaftern fliores, in point of appearance, that was a perfon to be fuddenly tranf-

ported from one part to the other, I am of opinion he would fcarcely believe he were
upon the fame ifland.

We now paffed Walpan Chine, and another fmall infringement of the ocean, where
are a few huts belonging to fome boatmen and fifliermen, which feverely feel the ra-

vaging effefts of the fea. About the middle of Chale Bay, on the top of the cliffs,.

there ftands a houfe, which appears to have been eretled for the reception of tra-

vellers
J but at the time we paffed It, it was locked up, fo that we could procure no

refrefliment.

We now arrived at one of thofe cavities before defcrlbed, called Black-Gang Chine,
which we were informed received Its name from a gang of pirates who formerly made
it their place of refidence ; and its appearance feems fully to confirm this fuppofition j

for it is far more dreadful to behold than thofe mentioned In the foregoing fedtlons.

The fize of the chafm, and its tremendous flielvlng rocks, cannot fail of infpiring the

mind with horror. The imagination, while viewing it, may almoft lead the inquifitive

traveller to fancy that the earth had juft opened her horrid jaws, and from the very
fpot on which he then Hood, had entombed in her bowels fome unwary traveller,

who, like himfelf, was prying into the wonderful operations of Nature.—I never beheld
fo awful a fight as thefe ponderous ileeps exhibit. The fides of the chafm, which are

10 little
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little fhort of five hundred feet high, are fliclving, and many parts of the top are overc

Ipread with fhrubs.

On its fummit a fprlng takes its rife, and winds flowly down to the fea. The flow-

nefs of its courfe prevents it from proving detrimental to the cliffs. The water ifluing

from this fpring is of a peculiar nature. It afts as a gentle aperient. When firit

l)oured into a bottle, it is as clear as cryftal ; but after remaining in it fome time, a

very confiderable fediment appears at the bottom. We feparated fome of this fedi-

ment, and found it to contain particles of iron ore, which emitted afulphurousfmell.

Several copperas ftones lay about, efpecially in the ftreams proceeding from the fprings,

which feemed to be in their native ftate. Some fpecimcns of rock allum were likewife

flrewed around, but not in the fame profufion as at Allum Bay.

Many Ihips have fatally experienced the deftrudlive effedts of the rocks that line

Chale Bay.—They juft lurk underneath the furface of the water, and, in conjundion

with the Cape of Rocken End, occafion very heavy fwells, efpecially if the wind be

foutherly. When the tide runs (Irong, and the wind is fouth-weft, if a velfel is not

far enough to the fouthward to weather the point of St. Catherine's, flie is fure to be

upon the rocks. It is flill within the remembrance of many, that, during one tempef-

tuous night, not lefs than fourteen fail met their fate in this dangerous bay : and

fcarcely a winter pafles but what accidents of the fame kind happen. But as for

fome years paft boats have been kept in readinefs, and men are conftantly attending to

afford every affifi:ance upon fuch occafions, many lives have been preferved.

We are lorry, however, to be obliged to add, that the favage cuftom of plundering

wrecks, and ftripping the dead, whenever thefe accidents happen, too much prevails

among the country people refident on the weflern coaft. Deaf to the calls of huma-
nity, thefe unfeeling wretches hear with unconcern the cries of the fhipwrecked ma-
riner, llruggling with the boilterous waves ; or fee the beauteous corl'e of fome fair

paffenger lying lifelefs on the beach, perhaps ftill prefTmg a beloved infant to her

bofom. Intent only on fecuring their ill-got property, they cannot beftow a thought

on the unfortunate j nor will one among them fuller a tender fenfation to make its way
to his heart.

To procure a refloratlon of the property thus inhumanly obtained, or to bring thefe

lawlefs plunderers to juflice, is equally impradicable ; as every one fhares in the plunder,

it is the intereft of every individual to unite in concealing or defending it.

The falvage ufually allowed for faving merchandize from fhips wrecked, may fome-

tinies be thought worth attention, and be the means of protefting it from avaricious

depredators ; but as it is feldom that any emolument arifes from, the prefervation of

lives, little attention is in general paid to that point. Were a premium to be of-

fered by government for every perfon preferved from a fhipwrecked vcfTel, and a

medal, as a badge of diftinftion, added to it by fome great perfonage ; or was a

focicty to be eflablifl:ied for the promotion of fo benevolent a purpofe ; many that

now perifh for want of needful airiftance, might be reilorcd to ufcfulnefs and fo-

cicty.

It has been known that the mofl daring exertions on thefe occafions have met with

a ve)"y inadequate recompence.—An inftance of this kind is flill talked of in the Ifle of

Wight. At the time the Juno, a Dutch frigate, was loft on this coaft, a fmuggler,

with four other perfons, ventured out to her afliftance, notwithftanding they were in

the extremdt danj;er from the violence of the furf, wliich every inflant made its way
over the boat. They, however, at length gained the fhip, and brought off, and fafe-

ly landed the whole of the crew, except three perfons, who were wafhed oil" the raft.

And
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And for a deed which Britifh feamen alone could have accompllfhcd ;—a deed worthy

of the hig heft praifc, and the moft ample remuneration;—the only recompence they

received, was a paltry ten pound bank note.—Can we wonder then that fuch exertions

are not more frequently heard of?

We could not pafs the fatal fpot where fo many brave feamen, the fupport and glo-

ry of this commercial kingdom, find an untimely grave, without heaving a figh ; and,

at the fame time indulging a wifli that fome method may be devifed to prevent every

avoidable decreafe of fo valuable a body of men.

Leaving this gloomy track, we proceeded to the village of Chale, which lies about

a mile to the left of the Chine, and is but a fmall and irregular place. The church,

which was founded during the reign of Henry the Firft, is, in the tower part, very

much like that of Carifbrook, but not fo large.

As you afcend the hill beyond it, looking back, the valley toward Frefliwater ap-

pears very extenfive ;—Brixton down binds the right-hand fcreens ;—the ocean dimi-

nifhes to the left ;— while the cliffs at the Needles clofe the land view, and in fome
degree foften the formal valley. Too great a number of unpleafmg lines range down
the dale, which throws a ftiffnefs over it.

The people of the ifland call it a garden ; and fo it really is ; but in too great a de-

gree to pleafe an amateur of the true pifturefque. This part of the ifland, as to its ap-

pearance, differs very much from the northern part, which is occafioned by a want
of wood to give a variegation to its colours. A famenefs runs through the whole,

the downs of Brixton excepted, which in fome parts are fcrubby, with broken
ground ; but in this not equal to what we afterwards faw on the eaft fide of St. Ca-
therine's.

From Chale we mounted St. Catherine's Hill, which we found far fteeper than any
we had hitherto met with ; and nearly the whole way was not very fafe for a horfe. The
road lies on the fide of a precipice, at leaft three hundred feet high, and tremendous
to look down ; the oppofite fide is bounded by a bank. After fome difficulty we at

length attained its fummit.

This hill is faid to be the higheft in the ifland ; but whether it is fo we will not take

upon ourfelves to fay ; as, after frequent experiments, fuch as comparing it with the

appearance of the other hills, we ftill remained in doubt.

Stories are told by the inhabitants of the parifli of Chale, of the finking of Week
down, which lies about three miles off, in the intermediate way between St. Cathe-
rine's and Shanklin down. They fay, that formerly Shanklin down, through the

interference of Week down, could only be feen from St. Catherine's ; whereas now
it is vifible from Chale down ; confequently either Week down muft have funk

confiderably, or Shanklin down muft have increafed its altitude. And fome of the

old people tell you that this has partly happened within their own remembrance. So
wonderful are the operations of Nature, that it is not for man to fay, " It cannot be ;'*

but this is an event fo far out of her ufual courfe, that I own 1 could not readily give

credit to it.

On the top of St. Catherine's is a light-houfe and a beacon, neither of which are

now ufed. The tower fcrves, in the day-time, for an excellent land-mark ; it being

near eight hundred feet above the level of the fea at low water. A fmall part of the

chapel is remaining ; it is in form an oclagon, and by fome called the hermitage,

from the circumftance of a prieft's having formerly immured hirafelf in it from the

world.

As
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As we examined the infide of this place of holy retirement, the flory of Dr. Gold-

fmith's Hermit inflantly occurred to our remembrance, and impreffed itfelf on our

minds. The hearth whereon he had once trimmed the cheerful embers ; the wicket

;

and many other circumftances, led us to fancy, that this might have been the fpot

where Edwin had taken up his abode ; and that the pleafmg tale owed its birth to the

Hermitage of St. Catherine's. The wildernefs alone was wanting to complete the ima-

gined fcene.

The views from the hill are very extenfive, and likewife reminded us of that ele-

gant and natural poet who, in his " Traveller," from among the Alpine folitudes looks

down, and thus exclaims

:

" Ye glittering towns, with wealth and fplendor crown'd.

Ye fields, where fummer fprcads profufion round,

Ye lakes, whofe veiTels catch the biify gale.

Ye bending fwains, that drefs the flow'iy vale.

For me your tributary (lores combine ;

Cieation's tenant, all the world is mine."

We had from hence a complete view round the ifland, except in one point, which

was interrupted by the downs of Brixton, thefe. lying too near the fight.—To the weft,

the iflands of Purbec and Portland were very diflinguifhable ;—the land towards Lyming-

ton feemed almoft to join the ifland ; a fmall part of the channel by which it is fe»

parated being vifible, but barely fufEcient to let you fee what it was ;— the New Foreft

reared its oaks on the hills, and ranged to the mouth of Hampton water ;—the point

towards Monckton fort was perfectly confpicuous, and the hills of Portfdown clofed its

extent ;—we could alfo fee land at a very great diftance to the eaftward ; and it is af-

firniFd by fome, that the point which forms the bay of Brighton, is to be perceived from

hence.

The Culver cliffs bound another valley, which, as before obferved, joins Brixton

dale. The woody defcents of Ride feemed to flope gradually to the water's edge, and

foftened the hariher lines of the mountains.

On the fide of the hill of St. Catherine's that lies towards the fea, the defcent is quite

perpendicular, till interrupted by a Iniall fiat green of no confiderable width, when it

again defcends in the fame abrupt manner, to the water's edge. The river Medina takes

its rife at the foot of this hill, and after pafling through Newport, empties itfelf into

the fea at Cowes. The fources from whence the river originates, are fecured by this

hill from any inundation of the fea ; which the inhabitants fay was never known to hap-

pen on any part of their coafts, except during the winter months, in a fmall degree at

Gurnet bay.

When we defcended the hill, an odd circumftance attracted our notice, which though

trivial in itfelf, we mention, as it may appear as fingular to our readers as it did to

us. It being harveft time, a chearfulnefs and jollity feemed to prevail at a farm-houfe

we pafled at the bottom of the hill, which did not extend to the whole of the inhabi-

tants ; for we obferved that a fine game cock and his feathered mate walked about in a

melancholy mood. Inflcad of " proudly flrutting before his dame to the flack, or the

barn door," as the cock defcribed by Milton did, poor Chanticleer went flowly on,

whh a large piece of flat flick faftened to his brcafl, followed by his folltary companion,

dame Partlet, wl^io had a clog tied to her leg, of the fame kind as thofe fixed on the legs

of horfes, though not fo large. And this was done we found to prevent their entering

the
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the fields, and committing depredations on the newly reaped corn. We foon after faw

feveral others hamjiered nearly in the fame manner.—A fight at once fo droll and fo

novel, afforded us no little entertainment.

From St. Catherine's we croffed the common fields to Niton, which is frequently

termed Crab Niton, from the great number of crabs found on that coafl:. The want

of a good road to this village makes the vifiting it very inconvenient to travellers.

The foil hei-e is of a different nature from what we had hitherto paffed j it appear-

ed to confifl: of a fine mould, without any mixture of its favourite accompaniment,

chalk.

From the top of St. Catherine's this village prefents itfclf as one of the nearefl;

;

Godfii, Brixton, Mottifton, Chale, Kingfton, and feveral others are alfo within

Cght. _

^ ^

The village of Niton has nothing of novelty to attra£l attention, nor has it even

pleafantnefs of fituation to boaft ; it being entirely immured between two hills, fo

that there is neither a view of the fea, nor a good land profped to be had from it.

There is a neat brick houfe in it, belonging to the Rev. Mr. Barwis, which is the

only one worthy of notice ; all the reft ai'e cottages, intermixed with a few farm-

houfes.

From hence we took the right-hand road to Buddie ; where a part of the cliffs break

up, and form the commencement of thofe called Under Cliff. The appearance of this

immenfe pile of rocks is noble, pidlurefque, and grand ; and fo fpacious are they,

that the downs of Chale are fupported by them. All the broken rocky parts, which
have been feparated from the main body, are overgrown with flirubs, and fweetly

foften their rugged texture. Several cottages rear their heads from among the bulhes,

and, by contracting art with nature in its rudeft ftate, fhow to great advantage the

,

romantic face of the latter.

This point affords a great variety ofobjefts:—a clump of bufhes frequaitly re-

lieves a piece of rock, which, as if alhamed to (hew itfelf, hides the greatell part of

its grandei'r in a bed of mofs, or clay. Here, as juft obferved, the commencement of
Under Cliff, towards Steep-hill, or Steeple, as it is commonly called, takes place. And
the name of Under Cliff is not improperly given to it ; as a huge precipice, of a
very confiderable height, hung flielving on our left-hand for many miles. In fome
places it was at leaft five hundred feet from the level of the fea j in others not quite

lb much.

SjECTIOI'f VI.

NEAR Niton we received fo cordial and hofpitable a reception from a farmer re-

fiding there, that to pafs it unnoticed would argue at once a want of gratitude and
lenfibility.— It was one of thofe delicious moments that a heart fet in unifon with

Sterne's, could alone fully enjoy—the pen of Sterne alone truly defcribe.—The power
of obliging feemed to make happy ;— the eyes of our kind hoft fparked with pleafure

when we partook of the refrelhment fet before us ;— nor could our moft earnefl en-

treaties prevail on him to remit his affiduities. We found in this humble fhed the

plenty of a palace, without its irkfome pomp and parade. All here was cafe, con-

tent, and happinefs.—Happy in himfelf, and happy in his connexions, care has

not fpread a wrinkle over the brow of our beneficent entertainer.—-His countenance

fpoke a heart ferene and placid, from a confcioufnefs of its own benignity. The at-

voL. II. 4 s tentive
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tentive parent and the fond father al'b betrayed itfelf in every word.—" My children,"

cried he, in enumerating his comforts, " I confider as one of the greatelt of the

bleflings heaven has b; (lowed me; wiihout them Hfe would be iufupportable."

Speaking afterwards of his fituation, he faid, " Envy never entered this manfion. —I
covet not wealth ; —the little I have I lie down contented with, and rife in the morn-
ing full of gratitude to the Great Giver ; nor do I know a greater pleafure than in

fharing that little with others." As. the worthy man faid this, the tear of fenfibi-

lity (tarted to his eye, and communicated to thofe of my friend, whofe hand he

had fqueezed during this pious impromptu ; and I could perceive a fympathetic drop

ileal down his cheek alfo. " My God !" exclaimed my friend, calling a look to-

wards the farmer's wife and children, " this is, indeed"—Here he flopped, and,

turning, left the room. How did my heart alfo vibrate at the afi'ecling fcene ! —But to

return.

Having taken leave of the worthy farmer, with every exprefTion of gratitude our

lips could utter, we left his hofpitable manfion, and proceeded to Steep Hill. The af-

ternoon was, beyond defcription, enchanting ; the fcenes delightful ; and every thing

tended to keep alive that gentle flame of benevolent fenfibility which the foregoing in-

cident had juft lighted up in our bofoms.

The great hand of Nature feems to have judicioufly felefted this fpot for exhibiting

one of her grandell flrokes. The entrance to the cliff is from the road, which was
apparently forced over rugged fteeps, that would otherwife have been impaffable.

A grand burfl broke on our left, its heights pleafmgly variegated by clinging fhrubs.

On the oppofite fide of the road lay a huge mafs of rock, that had fallen from fome

overloaded eminence, and which ferved as a counterpart in the fore-ground. Many
others obftruded the labour of the hufbandman, and contributed to enrich the

fubjea.

A ray of light crept imperceptibly on the rocks to our left.—The effeft was foft,

but not equal to what a flronger light would have produced. Tranfits of light and

fhade are continually ftraying over thefe heights, which, when caught by the eye, fud-

den as the effeft is, cannot fail to imprefs the mind with ideas of grandeur ; and though

the pencil might not be able to touch thefe tranfitions, the mind is not the lefs con-

vinced of their efficacy-

For noblenefs of fore-grounds, I am of opinion, this fpot is not to be exceeded, if

equalled, in England. The rocks in general are finely tinted, and lie in mafTes ex»

tremely large ; nor does the foliage fall fhort of its other beauties. In this part, nur-

tured by the foutherly wind, vegetation is mofl luxuriant. A vernal-green alh, fpread-

ing its branches to the way-worn road, is often feen entwining its charms with the

{lately oak, each adding grace to the other's grandeur.

The vegetative effedl which the foutherly wind has on the trees, flirubs, and plants

of this ifland, is worthy of remark. Long before any of them arrive at maturity,

through the prevalence of the wind from this point, they all incline towards the north,.

nodding their (lately heads, as if they fet the chilling blalls of Boreas at defiance. In

the vallies, where they are fheltered by the furrounding hills from every pernicious

blaft, they thrive v/ith an atlonifhing degree of luxuriance.—This obfervation may
feem to favour of exaggeration ; but fo far from it, that no defcription it is in the

power of my pen to give, can come up to the pidlurefque beauties thefe fpots afford,

or convey an adequate idea of the rapturous hours I have palTed in contemplating

them.

The
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The road to St. Lawrence is through the fame myftcrious traces of rocks; but \t

is kept in fuch good repair, tliat a carriage may pafs with great fafety. Except

here and there a fmall ckmip of trees, with a homely farm Oieltering itfelf in

them, nothing further woi-th attention ftrikes the traveller till you approach that

village.

The extenfion from the cliffs to the fea-ft^ore, is here above half a mile broad, and
pofleired, if poffible, of far more grandeur than thofi we had already paffed. Several

huts (Ivirted the road ; but we did not obfjrve a houle of any fizc or confideration near

it. The church of St. Lawrence is perhaps the fmallefl; at prefent (landing in any of

the diocefes of England ; with a flick of a moderate length you may reach to nearly

two-thirds its height at the weft gable end. From the fize of the parifh, the ufual con-

gregation cannot confifl of more than twenty people, and even thofe muft fit very

clofe, I fliould imagine, to find room.

Having frequently heard of a waterfall at this place, we had pleafed ourfelves with

the hope of feeing a grand difplay of Nature ; but were not a little fuprized to find it

nothing more than the water of a fpring in the village babbling over a few (tones.— It

ia almoft too inconfiderable to be noticed.

As foon as we had viewed this celebrated waterfall, we returned to the road, and
took a view of the village, which is fmall and ftraggling. Ihe road from Whitwell

enters the clifl's here, and joins the other road in the village.— Great pains appear to

have been taken to render it palTable ; nor have thefe pains been unattended with fuc-

cefs ;— it exceeds the moft fanguine expedations that could have been formed of it,

when firft undertaken.

There are many things in nature which not only appear incomprehenfible to a ca-

fual obfcrver, but which cannot always be accounted for by the naturalift.—Of this we
met with an inltance here. We could not help furveying, with a wonder bordering on
aftonilhment, the (hecp that had got over the edges of the craggy precipices, from the

downs they grazed on, and lay in the hollows oiF the rocks, in order to flielter them-

felves from the heat ;—we even obferved their bleating young ones carefully to de-

fcend, and reach their dams in fafety.—How, thus fearlefs of danger, they leave the

plains, and venture on thofe hazardous declivities, where the lead falfe (lep mufl be

attendee with deftruftion, is, we believe beyond the comprehenfion of the moft fa-

gacious naturalift.—So extraordinary did it appear to us, that nothing but ocular de-

monftration could have convinced us of the truth of it.—The account received from

a peafant, had we not feen their fituation, would have met with but little credit from

us.

A phenomenon of another nature, but not lefs fingular, prefented itfelf to us here.

When we fat out from Knowle a ftorm feemed to be pending in the horizon ; and

by the time we had reached St. Lawrence, we heard feveral claps of thunder. As
every incident which tended to produce piiEturefque efFefts inftantly attraded our at-

tention, we caft our eyes towards the fca, in order to obferve whether any alteration

had taken place on its fmooth furface ; when, to our gi-eat furprize, we plainly per-

ceived a veffel, within eight miles of the (hore, labouring under the elTeds of the

florm, and apparently in the greateft diftrefs. And what was extremely ftriking was,

that though the fea where the velTel happened to be, rolled ("as it is commonly termed)

mountains high, yet not a breath of that air which was there fo tempeftuous, ruflled

the water on the beach beneath us.—An operation of nature that had never before

fallen under our infpedion ; and we greatly regretted not having with us fome inge-

nious painter, in the marine line, to take an exaft reprefentation of it.

4 s 2 A L'ght
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A light, rendered more bright by the contraft, had fpread itfelf round the eleflric

cloud, which was thus venting its rage upon the helplefs fhip, and rendered the icene

more gloomy. By a glafs, we could perceive that Ihe laboured much under the vio-

lence of I he ftorm, and every wave came full fraught with danger. For near an hour

. did the tempefl permit us to behold its raging at a diftance ; but at length a brilk wind

fpringing up, it made its way towards us, and we fliould have fliared in its " pitilefs

peltings," had we not retired to a neighbouring cottage, where we continued till it

had paifed on.

Having returned the owner of the cottage to which we had retired, our thanks for

the kind attention lliewn us, we once more mounted our horfes, and had from hence

the completeft view of Undercliff, towards Bonchurch, that any part affords. The
houfe of the Honourable Wilbraham Tollemache appears full in fight.

The view from hence is too confufed for all the parts of it to be contraiEled info a

landfcape ; but for the fight, it has every gratification the warmeft imagination can

wifh. The numbers of the rocks, and the uninterrupted verdure twining round

them, with large mafies of broken ground, compofe a fcene fuperb in the extreme.

The rain, which had juft ceafed, had left itsfpangles on the bladed grafs, faint imi-

tation of the cryflal drop gently fhealing down the cheeks of beauty ; and as the foftefl

emotions of pity are excited in the manly breaft by thefe, fo did thofe add new charms

to the verdure of the cliffs.

Every plant and flirub was clad in its gayeft veft, and nature feemed to be adorned

with her livelieft fmiles, and to breathe forth her fweeteft fragrance.—A briar had

courted the embraces of the everlafting ivy ; the feafon had juft tipped their leaves

with the remembrance of September, but no more than added luftre to the union.

A few afhes hung vibrating from the precipice, bedecked with all the bloom that fum-

mer could beftow upon them. While the humble thatch of the fcattered cottages,

befriended by the downy mofs, glared in the brighteft yellow ; which but tended to

foften the mellower tints of the furrounding plants. In fhort, the fcene exhibited a

profufion of charms.

To this the declining rays of the fun did not a little contribute ; every flirub or

plant on which they glanced, when gently moved by the paffing zephyr, feemed to bow
their heads in grateful acknowledgement to the great fource of vegetation.

The road ftill continued over the rocky afcents of thefe cherful hills. To give aa

exaft reprefentation of all the fcenes we paffed, is not in our power;—fuffice it to

fay, that they are pleafingly irregular.—Every hundred paces, though on fuch ele-

vated ground, lead up a frelh hill, or elfe fkirt the defcent with a Hoping flowery or-

chard.

The evening had beamed forth its laft rays on Steep-hill Cottage, as we paffed its

elevation ; and lulling all nature to repofe, rendered it neceffary for us to feek an afy-

lum for the night.

Section VII.

GREAT as the pleafures were which we had enjoyed the preceding day, they did

not exceed the fatisfadlion we received from the permiffion granted us to view Steejj-

hill Cottage. This was once the villa of the late Right Honourable Hans Stanley,

then governor of the ifland ; but now it belongs to the Honourable Mr. Tollemache.

It was erefted by Mr. Stanley, and, from its fituation, muft have cod an immenfe

fum. Eroin feveral concurring circumftanccs, we were led to believe, that even

bring.
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bringing the water up to the houfe was attended with a very confiderable ex-

pence.

It is in the true cottage ftile.—The roof confifls, cottage like, of humble thatch ;

and the outfides of the walls are covered with white compofition : forming together a

rural and pleafing appearance. But its infide, for ncatnefs and elegance, beggars

defcription.— It is at once fo plain, fo truly elegant, and, though final!, fo con-

venient, and fo pleafant, that I think I may venture to fay I never met with its

equal.

The entrance leading from the gate to the houfe, is lined on both fides with lofty

elms and aflies, which form an avenue that reaches almofl to the door of the hall,

where a difplay of tafte is feenin the furrounding flowers and fhrubs.

On the left hand, before we reached the houfe, ftood an urn ; and on the right

hand, a chair formed of the i-ough branches of trees, which, though fimple, was
curious.

As you enter the hall the fight is encountered with frefh beauties ; it is not fpa-

cious, but in the extreme of tafle.—Here are a few piftures by Vandevelde, with fe-

veral by other mailers. But on entering the dining room, we found an exquifite dif-

play of the powers of this mailer's pencil.—We fcarcely ever remember feeing a col-

ledion of {hipping to be compared with it.

The piece in particular which hung over the fire-place, is, without exception, one
of the finefl by ihat mailer.—The fubjeft is a fhip in a gale of wind, under top-fail?»

The handling is wonderful ; and the penciling clearly pronounces it to be a chef

tTouvre.

Two others of confiderable merit hung over the doors : we imagined them to be by
Brooking.—They are finely touched :— the fea, in one of them, is fpirited to a de-

gree. There are alfo fome by De Velieger, executed in a fine manner, particularly

the view of Scheveling.

Lad, though not leaft, two landfcapes attrafted our notice ; which, at firfl: fight,

we thought to be Gainsborough's.-—The colouring clear and beautiful ; the drawing

not lefs great ; the finifliing in his bell ftile —We were however much furprifed when
we were informed, that they were not actually executed by that great mafter, but

copied after two pieces of his, by the Honourable Mr. ToUemache, the poffeflbr of
the villa.

I fhall not hefitate to pronounce, that were thefe pictures hanging in fome fnug cor-

ner in town, the moft experienced connoiiTeur, on getting a fight of them, would im-

mediately conclude them to be originals. They only want time to mellow their frefli

appearance, and then few would be able to difcover the difference.

The fubjeft of one is a cottage ; down the fteps of which a country girl is defcend-

ing.—A favourite fubjeft of that eminent and much lammented mafler. The other

truly depidured to us the mind of this paragon of natural genius.—It was a fmall

piece of water, with a grey horfe in a market cart, fipping the furface of the pool.

The dillance of both is foft and harmonious, and adds double luftre and efftft to the

fore-grounds. Of all the copiers from Gainfisorough, no one perhaps ever caught his

touch and colouring with greater exaflnefs, or has been more chafte in the drawing,

than Mr. ToUemache, in the pieces referred to.

There being company in the houfe at the time we were there, we were prevented

from feeing the upper part of it ;—a difappointment we fubmitted to with regret ; as

from what we had feen on the ground floor, we had but little doubt of the remainder

being furrilfhed and decorated with equal elegance and tafte.

The
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The outfideofthe ho;Te is no lefs free from oflentatlon in its appearance, than the

infuie is devoid of every i^dfe allurement to catch ths eye. The principal view from it

is towards the welt ; where a bow window projefts, that like the roofs of all the other

parts, has only humble thatch for its covering.

A pleafing lawn lies before it, which gradually declining, prefents the whole range of

St. Lawrence on one fide,—the extremity of the ocean on the other. On the right

tide, at the bottom of the lawn, you pafs the wicket that leads to the garden, which,

from its fituation, cannot fail of being produftive. The rocks proteft it towards the

north, and the lea breezes fan it from the fouth.

From hence we pafled the wing of the houfe, and entered a path that leads to the

grove before mentioned. The offices are fome of them in the village, others are ad-

joining to the houfe. On the left hand (lands the green-houfe and (tabling, but they

lie confiderably lower than the cottage.

To enumerate the many delightful vicifTitudes of this fairy ground, is beyond the

power of a pen. I therefore (hall conclude my defcription of it with faying, that

to find a fpot ^vhere thofe who refide in it are fo much refpe£ted,—where its vicinity

is fo pleafing,—its fituation fo romantic,—and its tout en-femble fo bewitching,—is next

to impolTible.

IVIr. Toliemache has likewife a brigantine yacht, which, when the weather will per-

mit, lies here to grace the ruder fcenes of nature. The infide of it, we were informed,

is equally as elegant as his villa, and fitted up with the fame tafte ; but we had not an

opportunity of viewing it.

Parties frequently come to the New Inn, at Steephill, to dine ; where, though they

might not find the fumptuous entertainment of a modern hotel, they will meet with

every convenience for ferving up a cold collation.

Even in this reclufe and humble fituation a ray of tafte is vifible. The houfe being

fmall, the proprietors have encouraged the irregular branches of a fig tree to repofe

itfelf on an artificial fupport ; thereby forming a kind of canopy, which fpreading over

a daifey-mantled carpet, ferves as a pleafing and agreeable receptacle, in which parties

continually dine, alfrefco. On the oppofite fide a prouder walnut fpreads its branches

over the feats, and likewife (helter the chearful guefts from the fcorching beams
of the fun.

The profpe£t from thefe rural (beds is very pleafing, but, in point of landfcape,

rather contracted. The hill from whence the village derives its name binds the left-

hand fcreen. The valley opens beneath to the road where Mr. ToUemache's yacht

ufually lies. To (hew how much we were charmed with this place, I cannot help

making ufe of an expreffion of the late Mr. Quin's, on his leaving Chatfworth : " I

thought 1 (hould at times have broke my neck in getting there ; but when I was there,

I thought I fhould have broke my heart to leave it."

The (hore here is very rocky, and, when the wind blows frefh from the fouthward,

very dangerous for (hips. At such times the yacht leaves her ftation, and makes for

Sandown Bay, or for Spithead.

The inhabitants fay, that within the lad twenty years the fea has greatly incroached,

at this part of the coaft, on the land. But if we might judge from the pieces of rock

with which the (trand is every where (Irewod, and which mult have fallen from the emi-

nences at the time the fea waflied their fides, (and this, from every apparent circum-

flance, muft have been the cafe at fome period or other,) it may rather, I tliink,

be concluded that the contrary has happened. The country people, however, think

otherwife.

y A nura-



HASSEl's tour of the isle of WIG'HT. 687

A number of ravens build in thefe cliffs, and like-wife havilcs, of a fpecies peculiar
fo this fpot only ;— they are of the falcon kind, and found to be the only fort proper
for the Iport of hawkinj^. Jack-daws, crows, and many other birds, alfo mal;e thtni

their habitations, and breed on them. Some of the farmers lay they have heard of
eagles being there ; others are of a diiferent opinion. I'Vom the fituation of the rocks,
fuch a circumflance is not improbable ; but as this bird is generally an inhabitant
of colder climates, we were rather inclined to give credit to the ailertions of the
latter.

The people of this place are chiefly fifliermen, who in the fummer feafon take great
quantities of crabs and lobfters. For this purpofe fome of them fink more than a
hundred wicker pots, or more properly bafkcts, at a time ; which they bait with what-
ever kind of flcfli or garbage they can procure. And here it may not be improper to

hint to the gentlemen of the ifland, that whenever they lofe a dog, they cannot feek
for it in a more likely place ; though moft probably they may chance to come too late

to recover it while living. I have myfelf feen feveral fine pointers tied up in their huts

at a night, which, before the fucceeding day has broke, have been made not " wonns
meat," as Mercutio was, but food for crabs and lobfters. The coafl; abounds with fhell

fifli of all forts, to the great convenience of the lower ranks, who purchafe them at

three pence per pound ; that is generally the price fixed when boiled, and they are al-

ways fold by weight.

A fifh of a very peculiar nature is fometimes taken here, to which the fifiiermen,

from its circular form, give the name of the fun-filh. The appearance of this fifh is

extremely whimfical, and Nature feems to have been in a fportive humour when fhe

firft fafhioned it. In fliape it is nearly round, and does not, like mofl other filh, branch
out into any part that might be termed a tail. One part however is rather pointed,

at which the head is fixed ; the fhoulders are placed at the thickeft jsart ; after which
it becomes rather oval ; and it has four fins, fituated at the extremities. Taken alto-

gether, it is a droll compofition. We could not help refembling it to a fchool-bov,
who, having worn his long hair for a confiderable time dangling down his back, has
it, on a fudden, cropped clofe to his neck.

We had been informed, that here, alfo, we fhould fee a cafcade ; our expedations
however were foon put a flop to, by beholding a little fpring, trickling down the fide of
a hill in a contraded channel, devoid of every appearance of grandeur ; and poffeilin"-

nothing worthy of notice, but the large ftone by which its mean clue was broken,
and which was fufficient to fuftain a body of water fifty times more weighty than that

running over it.

Leaving Steephill, we continued our courfe towards Bonchurch ; during which
feveral curious ftudies for colouring prefented themfelves, till we pafled the corner of a
precipice, from whence the beginning of Little-town Down commences. The ilielv-

ing fides of this precipice hang tottering over the brink of the deep abyfs, and
threaten an intrufion on the road.—It forms a noble fide-fcreen for the general view
of Bonchurch ;—while from it the fea has a variegated appearance, and finely afTifls the

landfcape.

On firil viewing the mountain to which the name of Little-town Down, is given, a
traveller may be led to fuppofe it Steep-hill. Its fides, like that, are almofl perpendi-

cular, and, as feen from the road, are formed like a fugar-loaf. A few houfes lie at

its foot ; the road to which from Appuldurcombe is dangerous in the extreme. The
hill itlelf is a noble pitturefque objed ; and forms an elegant back-ground to relieve

the

i
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the broken part of the road on which the cottages ftand. Hers arc as many choice

pieces of broken rocks, and fore-grounds well verdured, as at Undercliff; only more
contrafted. The foil again alters here, and appears to be compofed of flmt, with great

quantities of tobacco-pipe clay.

Section VIII.

A LITTLE farther on we came to that beautiful fpot, the cottage of St. Boniface ;

the fummer refidence of Colonel Hill. This building, which is chiefly of brick, is neat

imd plain; and the grounds round it, though not large, are well laid out.

To thofe who delight in the pleafures of retirement, and can relifli the focial enjoy-

ments of a few friends, and a fmall family, I know not where to point out a better adapted

to fuch purpofes than the cottage of St. Boniface. It is fo retired, that it might ahnoft

be Itiled a hermitage ; and at the fame time it boafts of all that Nature can beftow.

Vegetation thrives here with the utmofl: luxuriance.—The downs at its back, fhelter it

from the north ; and the flunted branches of fome fcattered oaks and fucklings fliade

it from the fouth.

There are few places of antiquity but what have fome extraordinary flories told of

them. Among thofe circulated in this neighbourhood, is the following :—A gentle-

man miflaking his road during a heavy fnow, and defcending, in confequence of it,

the fteep down of St. Boniface, on horfeback, he was fo affeQed by the danger he was in,

that he vowed if ever he reached the bottom of the hill in fafety, he would, as a memento
of the kindnefs of Providence, purchafe the land and prefent it to the church of Shank-

lin. And we were informed by Mr. Hewfon, the prefent incumbent, that a fmall

parcel of land, of about an acre, was given to the living, as fuppofed in confequence of

that vow.

It is truly laughable to fee tlie manner in which the fhepherd's boys, when defired,

defcend thefe fleeps. Seating thenifelves on the head-bone of a dead horfe, they guide

themfelves down the fleepeft declivities with incomparable art, and with the velocity

of a flag. Nor was any accident ever known to have happened to them, though the

tops of fome of thefe downs are little fhort of a mile from the fea.

On this rural and romantic fpot are feverai fprings, the water of which is

of thepureft kind. Tiiefe fprings emptythemfelves into the fea, and form fmall cafcades.

From this place we returned to the main road, and continued our route through

Bonchurch, the name of which feems to be an abbreviation of the church of St.

Boniface. The cottages that compofe this place are flrewed in a very pifturefque

manner. They are conftifufted of ftone, with patches of flate and brick, and are all

ihatched. 'I'he village is nearly furrounded with trees, and harmonizes fweetly with

the oppofite cliffs.

Here the downs of Bonchurch begin ; and they fkirt the heights for a confiderable

diftance. Very few cattle are kept upon the adjacent farms ; fcarcely ever more than

are fufficient for their own ufe. The reafon given for this by the farmers, is the want of

hay to fodder them with during the winter. But that want, in my opinion, might eafily

be remedied, if proper attention were paid to this part of agriculture.

The downs of Bonchurch now fwept to the left, and prefented a new fcene to

lis. Dunnofe point was the firfi; head land towards the fea, on our right. The
downs of Shanklin joined thofe of Bonchurch to the left, and formed a'perfed am-

phitheatre.

10 The
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Hie chine of Luccombe, or as the country people call it, Bowlhoop, was the next

place we vifited. Sweeping round the brow of the downs, we entered the valley near

Luccombe farm, and made our way to the chine.

This cavity is by no means fo deep or terrific as Black-gang chine, being variegated

with flirubs and trees. It is indeed rather too much fo, as they prevent you from

viewing a water-fall which meanders from fcveral fprings in tlie dale. The defcent of

the chine to the fca is vei-y fleep, and in a wet feafon impaflible. On the top of it ftands

a cottage, fcqueftered in a fmall wood. A fmall wooden bridge crofles the chine to it,

underneath which the ripling water has a pleafing eftecl;.

A great quantity of copperas appears to be impregnated with the earth, by the green

colours that lie intermixed on its furface. And on the Ihorc are likewife quantities of

iron ore, which has been tried, but the quality found not equal to the expcnce that would

attend working it.

The clifls of thefe parts, and round about Dunnofe, conhfl of black and brown clay,

hurtful to the fight, and haplefs to the feamen. The principal ufc made of this chine,

is faid to be that of a receptacle for fmuggled goods ; many hundred cafks of

which are fometimes fccreted in its cavities, and there fecurely concealed. But,

through the attention of the revenue officers, this has of late been in a great meafure

put a flop to.

Re-afcending this chine, we purfued the track that led to Luccombe farm, the appear-

ance of which from the valley is by no means defpicable. The vale is furrounded by
the downs befoi-c mentioned, and well wooded.—The fummits of the downs, when
the clouds are low, and roll on their furface, produce a charming effeft ; and at the

fame time leave the mind in a ftate of doubt as to their real altitude.—This induced

me to take the annexed view.

The evening fcenes here are never equally pleafing to thofe of the morning ; which
may be attributed to the foft effefts of the fun being loft, through the interference of

the mountains, long before its decline.

We enjoyed this view with every advantage a fine evening could produce.—The
farm houfe was pleafantly encircled u ith wood, and juft prefented a fufhciency for the

fubject ;—a broken ftone wail, with fhrubs, having taken off the lower parts from the

eye;— while the fmoke iffuing from the chimney of the houfe glanced the wood, and
foaring up the hills, blended at laft with the clouds which hovered on the moun-
tain's brow. On our left the rocks had a pleafing effeft, and clofed the view on
that fide.

We now made for the downs of Shanklin, which are before faid to have miraculoufly

increafed in their height, and where every fatisfaclion might be received, as to views,

that the ifland can pofiibly beflow.

Our firft fight, taken from Smerdon beacon, was Appuldurcombe, that feat of Sir

Richard Worfley, which lies at the bottom of his park. The woods at its bac k, from
this point of fight, are apparently very thin of trees; but the houfe, though a bird's-

eye view, is pleafant ; as alio is the artilicial caffle, known by the name of Cook's
Caftle, which flands oppofite to it. The downs of Bonchurch and St. Boniface range
.'own to the park, and form a circular recefs.

The principal objeds in the valley are Wroxall farms, whicli in ibme meafure alle-

viate the drearinclsof the hills. Rather more to the north, the valley opens, and pre-
fents Godfliill ;—and travcrjlng your eye ifill more towards the north, it expands itfelf,

and at once diiplays the chief part of the ifland. This moil luxuriant dale extends en-
voL. 11. . 4 T tirclv
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tirely from Appuldurcombe to the mouth of Cowes road, after pafiing between Carlf-

brook ami Arreton hills.

Here the downs of the latter reared their heads to clofe the eaftern valley. They
range almoll: to Brading, where declining their regular lines, they introduce the creek

of Fifhborne and Brading harbour to the right ; while Foreland point appears the ex-

tremity to the eaft.

The eye ftill roving, Culver cliffs drop their heights towards the bay of Sandown
;

where the valley ag^in begins, and leads ro the centre of the ifland ; and there turning

round the hills between Godfliill and Black Down, it enters the vale of Brixton. The
Needles to the weft form the other extremity.

From the extenfivenefs of thefe views, notwithftanding we were now convinced that

the hill of St. Catherine's is the higheft land, we are of opinion that this is the better

fpot for taking a general view of the ifland. The channel of the Solent is perfeftiy

vifible from it, and there is likewife a clear view of Southampton ; whereas thefe from

St. Catherine's were intercepted by Black Down. Spithead, and all the coall of Suffex,

are likewife clearly and diftinftly feen from hence.

The evening advancing, the clouds began to gather round the whole ifland, though

fcarcely a breath of air was perceptible. Not an evening paffed while we were in this

part of it but we obferved the fame extraordinary appearance In the atmofphere to take

place. Juft where the fun had fet, a fmall gleam of red was vifible ; in every other

part a gloom appeared that almoft feemed to threaten a general diflblution. A heavy

black vaporous body dragged itfelf lingeringly from the eaft ; while a confufed mifty

cloud, that hung over the fouthern hills, feemed but to delay its fury till the other was

ripe to aflift it in convulfing the earth.

Struck with a phcenomenon which we had obferved conftantly to attend the clofing

in of the evening, we waited fome time near the Beacon, to fee the event of it ; when
fuddenly the clouds became rent into a thoufand fragments, all of which haftily difperf-

ing, funk below the horizon. From what caufe fo extraordinary a circumftance pro-

ceeded, I will not pretend to fay : leaving the fol-ution to abler meteorologifts, I Ihall

content myfelf with the foregoing reprefentation of what repeatedly caught our atten-

tion during the month of September, but which, from its frequency and harmleffnefs,

might not have been thought worthy of notice by the people of the ifland.

Crofling the downs, we now entered the road to Shanklin. As you approach this

village, its vicinity is finely diverfified with wood and common ; and the woods are par-

ticularly well ftocked with wild pigeons, whofe plaintive notes on a fummer's evening lull

the mind into a pleafmg melancholy. The fliynefs of thefe birds renders it very diffi-

cult to flioot them.

On this tradl of common, a few oaks, irregularly fupporting each other, flielter a

fpring that falls into the beginning of Shanklin chine ; which is every where, till it

reaches its main body, ftiaded by aflies and elms, whofe pleafmg irregularity forms many
charming groups. It paftes through a fmall artificial arch, made of ftone, and forms

a cafcadc ; but as its channel here does not exceed three feet, and is very fliallow, it is

but when the rains are violent that it deferves the name of a cafcade.

The firft part of the village of Shanklin, as you enter it by the way we did, contains

the church, which is fituated in the middle of Mr. Jolliffe's farm-yard, generally called

Shanklin farm, from its being the largeft in the parifii.

Too many are the beauties of this place to be defcribed in the fpace we can allot for

it.—The village is loft to the fight, in a perfed witderncfs.—The afh trees, by which it

is
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is furrounded, are equal in beauty to any in England ; they dart their (lately branches

to the highefl: pitch that conflitutes grandeur, and line the chine from its beginning to

the principal cafcade. In the courfe of the rivulet before mentioned, feveral fmall

fprings join it ; when it precipitately ruHies on to the end of the afli grove, where, in

one body, it enters a chafm cleft in the earth, and now forms the bell cafcade we had

as yet feen.

The village of Shanklin affords every gratification a liberal mind can wifli for. Few
places can boafl: of greater happinefs. Its inhabitants are like one large family : ill

nature is not known among them.—Obliging in the extreme, they appear to be the hap-

piefl when their vifitants are bed pleafed.

Was there a poflibility of procuring a bathing machine at this place, there is no doubt

but the well-known hofpitality to be found at the houfe of Mrs. Williams, would attraft

numbers to partake of the pleafures of this heavenly fpot. Under her peaceful root

the traveller may be accommodated with every convenience a village can afford ; and

even luxury itfelf might find its cravings gratified.

The only alloy to their happincfs the inhabitants are fenfible of, is the uncertainty of

the tenure of that happinefs. Doubtful of ever reaping the fruits of their induftry,

they meet with little encouragement to render their lands as produdive as they might

be made; the leafes by which they are held being only granted for three lives, unre-

newable ; when thefe are extinfl:, they devolve to the original landlord. And in the

fame manner is the fpirit of induftry damped on all this part of the Ifle of Wight.

The chine being the principal objefl: here that attrafts the notice of travellers, I took

the annexed faint fketch of it during a very heavy rain.—The mouth of it, towards the

fea, appears to have been rent by fome fudden eruption of over-loaded Nature ; and

the effefts of this concuffion extend for full a quarter of a mile, in a line to the village,

where its progrefs was probably ftopped by the folidity of the rock.

A flight of fteps has been made in the chine for the convenience of the inhabitants,

in order that they might afcend and defcend with the greater eafe. A gentleman of

the ifland, in a tonr round it, has afferted (believing, or being betrayed by the country

people into the belief of it,) that thefe were not artificial fteps, but occafioned by the

eruption. They would have impofed the fame deception on us ; but when they faw

that we treated the idea with ridicule, they candidly acknowledged that it was their cuf-

tom to endeavour to deceive ftrangers in this point. On a fmall level, half way down
towards the fea, ftands a fiflierman's hut, which has the charm of relieving the moft

rugged appearance of the cliffs.

Mr. Pitzmaurice, who once refided here, we underftood, was at the expence of

making a road to the waterfall ; but from the water that ravages the bottom of the

chine, and the violence of the wind in the winter, it foon became impaffable.

The bottom ftill continues firm, and we ventured as far as the cafcade. Many clumps

of earth, which have fallen from the promontories that form its declivities, obftruft

the paffage. We found it to be well covered with plants and Ihrubs, that negligently

break the career of the ftream.

The chine has four turns before it reaches the waterfall, all of which bear a propor-

tionable degree of that fublime awfulnefs fuch a fccne naturally infpircs. When we had

reached its extremeft limits, the fall exhibited more grandeur, and cleared itfelf of the

precipice with greater boldnefs and majefty, than we had ever feen in any before. A
few ftirubs hang on its fides, and fip the fpray arifing from the agitated foam,

the fprinklings of which produce that vernal moffy bloom that fo often contrafts the

other vegetation, and doubles its wonted fplendour.
"
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It fcarcely admits of a doubt, but that Shanklia chine, like the others, is a rent

in the rock, occafioncd by that internal couibuftiblc matter, which reduced the

whole of them to their prefent flate. Its fides are (trongly Impregnated with iron,

copperas, and fulphur. About one-tliird of the way from its head there is a cha-

lybeate fpring, with an unufual Icum on its furface, and a. fedlment of iron in its

channel.

While here, we were convinced, from occular demonftration, of the eflecl the rain

has on this dream. At fuch times the body of water is very confiderably increafed,

and the waterfall fo fwells, as to become an objeft wortliy the notice of the curiou?.

It pours down through all the foregoing channels, and rallies witli violence into the fea.

The beach here has a fine fandy bottom, entirely free from rocks or ftones ; which

renders it a very defirable place for bathing. To the right, a well-known hill, called

Horfe Lodge, projefts into the fea, and forms the fouthern extremity of Sandown bay,

binding behind it the point of Dunnofe. On the left it is bounded by Culver cliffs,

and affords a fine recefs for fmall velTels during a gale of wind.

The fpots moft diftinguifhable from the chine are Sandown fort, and the feat of Mr.
Wilkes. The fituation of the latter appears from hence to be extremely pleafant, and

to command very extenfive views.

Returning from the chine to the village of Shanklin, a fpace of about half a mile,

through corn fields, we had another view of that place ; but, as before obferved, there

is little of it to be feen ; the fight being obftrucled by the lofty trees which furround

it. The down behind it, whofe fides are well wooded, terminate the view.

To add to the beauty of this fpot, an uncommon number of finging birds of various

forts, haunt the fequeftercd vale, and by their fweet notes, give a chearfulnefs to every

returning morn. I mufl not omit to mention one circumftance which redounds to the

honour of the inhabitants of Shanklin.—So fenfible are they of the value of liberty,

that, during my ftay here, I did not obferve a bird to be immured in a cage through-

out the whole place.

Ungrateful niuft be thofe who, enjoying freedom themfelves, and fjnfible of the va-

lue of it, fhall refufe it to the fweet choriilers, whofe carols afford them fo much plea-

fure. Afk the captive, that, naked and forlorn, lingers out a miferable txiflence in a

loathfome cell, the gnawing fetters rending his flefli, and hunger wearing him to the

bone; and he will loll you, that freedom is the gift of Nature to ail her children, without

exception ; and inhuman mud be thofe who deprive even the feathered race of that

right. Or, as Thomfon much better defcrlbcs the Inhumanity of confming birds

in cages

:

"Be not the miife afliamed here to bemoan
Her brothers of the grove by tyrant man
Inhuman caught, and in the narrow cage

From hberty confin'd, and boundlefs air.

Dull are the pretty ilaves, their plumage dull,

Ragged, and all its bright'niiig luflre loft ;

Nor is that fprightly wildnefs in their notes,

Wl-.ich, clear and vigorous, warbles from the beech.

O then, ye friends of love and love-taught fong,

Sp:ire the foft tribes, this barbarous art forbear ;

If on your bofom innocence can win,

Mufic engage, or piety perfuaJe."

Thomson's Seaso!4s.

1

1

When
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When \vc had iMturned to our phice of refidcnce for the night, a fcene prefcnted

itfelfthat, had it fallen under the infpedion of Mr. Wright, would have received am-
ple juftice from the maflerly touches oi his pencil.

A parcel of countrymen, who had jufl returned from the harvefl field, had fought

the flicker of a fliadv retreat on the green plot which (lands before the houfe, in order
to wipe the fweat of induflry from their honcft brows, and to regale themfelves after

the fatigues of a fultry day. In all that careleflncfs peculiar to thefe people, they had
happily grouped themfelves, and in fuch a pofuion that the light of a glimmering taper

fhonc full on their faces, and produced a fine effecl:.

At the fame time, near the extremity of the branches that flickered the ruftics, the

moon, darting her filver beams on part of the houfe, and playing on the boughs
of the trees, gently glided away to the fea, and caught every returning wave as it rofe.

On the left, the clifis of Culver were plainly difcernable through the trees, and feemed
to have combined their charms to heighten the Icene, and delighten the imagination.

For near an hour not a fingle cloud obftruiEted this pleafing light, but every inftant

added frefh beauties to the landfcape.

Section IX.

LEAVING Shanklin, we pafled the village of Lake, and made for the feat of Joha
Wilkes, Efq. This villa, though not large, has every requifite to make it a defira-

ble abode. The houfe is rather low ; it is however extenfive, having had many im-
provements made to it by its prcfent proprietor; whofe judgment and tafte in all the

'elegancies of life are well known. It (lands on an eminence, and commands the whole
profpeft of Sandown Bay.

The greatefl deficiency obfervable here is the want of wood ; that would give it a
preference to molt other parts of the ifland. But the trees around Mr. Wilkes's man-
Hon do not thrive to his wiflies.

The infide of the houfe is plain, but elegantly fitted up, and abounding with every
convenience that can tend to the accommodation of a family. On the right fide of it

a marquee is ereded, which fervesfor a fummerhoule, and, for tafte, is equal to any
thing of the kind we had ever ieen. Several curious engravings from the antique,

grace its fides ; and we faw feveral others lying on the tables ; but the latter were not
fo well executed as thofe hung up. At the farther end of the marquee, over a fpe-

cimen of conjugal felicity in baflb relievo, is the following infcription, engraved on a
marble tablet

:

. To filial Piety

and

Mary Wilkes.

Etcfted by
John Wilkes,

1789.

The gardens are well laid out, and compenfate in a great meafure for the want of
wood ; and the young flirubberies now around it bid fair to fupply that lofs, and to

complete the beauty of this defirable fpot.

Few of the gentlemen who refort to this ifland on fummer excurfions but what
mufl: remark the wonderful contrafts of it j and I muft again obferve, that were a

(Iranger
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ftranger to be taken from Allum Bay, or Under Cliff, and placed here, he would

imagine he was got into a different country.

Between this place and Shanklin, within the lail twenty years, the fea has intruded

full thirty feet on the land. The broken ground throughout the whole of the way
from Small Hopes to Shanklin chine, is a fufficient proof of the truth of this obfer-

vation.

Our next deftination was to Sandown fort. This fort commands the bay from

which it takes its name. It is a low fquare building, flanked by four baflions, and

encompaffcd by a ditch. The lownefsof it fecuresit againlt any attacks by fea, as the

{hots from the fl)ips pafs over it. During the laft war feveral privateers entered the

bay, and attempted to dellroy it, but were not able to fucceed in the attempt ; beating

down a few chimnies was the height of their atchievements. It was repaired, not

many years ago, at a confiderable expence ; and there are feveral mafter gunners,

with a fmall garrifon in it ; fo that this part of the coaft is defended by it, during a

war, from the attacks of an enemy.

From Sandown we made for Yaverland ; a fmall village fituated at the foot of Brad,

ing downs. In our way we coafted the cliffs of Culver, the inhabitants of which are

chiefly gulls and pigeons. From the latter it receives its name, culpre being the

Saxon word for a pigeon. Formerly this kind of bird was more numerous on thefe

rocks than any other fpecies, but they are of late much decreafed j many of them
however ftill remain.

Looking back, we had now an advantageous view of the downs we had croffed

the preceding day.—Appuldercombe houfe was perfedly difcernible, as was alfo the

view from it of Brading harbour ; which few would have imagined. The valley open-

ed between the downs of Brading and Yaverland, and prefented the harbour of the

former, with the road of St Helen's. The fpot of wood called Queen-bower, was

very confpicuous to the fight ; while the extremity of the vale apparently clofed at

Black Down and Gaetcombe hills.

Purfuing our way flill by the fea fide, we came to the Foreland, the eafternmofi;

point of the ifland. From thence we met with nothing of novelty till we reached Bim-

bridge point, where the entrance of Brading haven commences. The adjacent land

is well wooded, and very agreeable to the view.

The haven confifts of an extenfive traft of marfh land, amounting to upwards of

eight hundred acres. It is covered every tide by the fea, which flows through a nar-

row paffage. Many attempts have been made to procure a conftant entrance into

this haven for fhips of burden, but without fuccefs ; the fand being driven in as fafl: as

it is cleared away. From this circumftancc, one of the fecurell and mofl extenfive

harbours in the channel, wherein the fhips at Spithead and St. Helen's might find a

ready retreat, in cafe of neceflity, is unfortunately rendered ufelefs.

We now traverfed the banks of the harbour, and fkirted its borders, as near as

the road would allow. From its woody banks and cheerful afpeft the tranfparent

water receives every pleafing impreffion they can poffibly beflow. Two houfes, gen-

teel in their appearance, lay to our right ; while Nunwell, the feat of the ancient fa-

mily of Sir William Oglander, faces the harbour.

'
. From hence we flill kept to the left, wifhing to have a perfecSl view of the raarfhes

of Brading, as well as thole ofSandown. From the latter the ifland receives every ad-

vantage fuch a tract of land can yield, the grcatefl: part of it being appropriated to the

cultivation of corn. It is well watered, and a fmall river runs through it, that keeps it

in
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in a continual ftate of verdure. A great number of cattle are grazed upon it ; na-

ture having happily furniflied this bleffcd fpot with a profufion of the fweeteft her-

bage.

The valley leads down to Newchurch ; a place we intend to vifit before we leave this

ifland, but fliall not be able to include it in the tour we are now on, round the coafts.

On our right-hand the oppofite fliores of the lake were no contemptible object, clad

as they were in Autumn's gayefl: veft. The water infringing on this fide as well as on

the other, we had all its diverfilicd cfteift^. This vale furniflies pallure for a confider-

able number of cattle, but not proportionable to that of Sandown.

Once more entering the road, we purfucd our way to Brading, with a defign to

courfe the fhores of the oppofite fide of the harbour. Brading, though one of the

largeft towns in the ifland, has not a fingle objeft about it to render it the fubje£l of

particular attention. It is merely a town, without any of that diverfity moll: others

have. F.ven its church is obliterated by the ill-judged carcfulnefs of the worthy over-

feers ; and what once might have invited, now difgufts the fight.

Meeting with nothing to detain us in the town, we pafled through it, and purfued

the right-hand road, in order to track the boundaries of its lake on the fide, of which

we had a view in the morning ; and having travelled about half a mile towards the

north, we ftruck away to St. Helen's.

The fouthern fiiores of the harbour are far pleafanter to view than its northern.

Breaks between the mountains introduce the main valley of the ifland, with a dillinft

view of Sir Richard Worfley's feat, and the hill of St. Catherine's. The vale before

mentioned, extending from Appuldurcombe houfe, had greater beauties than in any

point of view we had hitherto feen it. The trees fell charmingly into each other, and

formed fmall coppices j while the downs, which furrounded it, rofe with, more than

common grandeur.

The bay of Brading takes feveral fine fweeps, and mod pleafantly contrafts the

fcenes.—Many woody promontories run into the harbour, and give grace to its

boundaries.—The road to St. Helen's is on both fides lined with trees, which renders

it delightful.—We found much greater appearance of noblenefs here, in every path

we purfued, than the oppofite valiies had to boaft.—To our left the country was

chiefly wood.—The road to Ride, throughout the whole way, was covered with oaks,

which, as they were juft an"uming the autumnal colouring, fhone with unfpeakable

fplendor.

The village of St. Helen's confifts of a few fcattsred huts, conftrui^led chiefly of

ftone, and thatched. It is not improbable, from fome ancient accounts, but that ii

was formerly of much greater confequence than it is at prefent. There is a large

farm in the parifli flill called the Priory, it having been a cell to an abbey of Clu-

niac monks in Normandy. The old church was fituated fo near the fea, that it

was endangered by its encroachments, upon which account a brief was obtain-

ed by the inhabitants for ereding a new one, about the beginning of the prefent

4Pentury.

/ There are feveral quarries near this village, from which the materials are procured

•wherewith all the buildings for the lower ranks, in thisquarter of the ifland, are con-

ftrufted.

The air is remarkably healthy and clear ; and what is no lefs obfervable, pleafure

and tranquillity feem to brighten every countenance. From what fource it proceeds I

wili'not pretend to fay, but the inhabitants of the ifland appear to poflefs a fund of

1
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cheerfulnefs and good humour, that is not fo confpicuous in any other part of His

Majefty's dominions.

'rhe farmers in general are a focial, hofpitable, and worthy fet of people ; and

many of them by their induftry and attention, have acquired very confiderable fortunes.

If their be any degradation to their charafter, it is that of moiltening their clay with

too copious draughts of potent liquors. This propenfity however is not partial, but

predominates throughout the whole ifland ; and it might be urged in extenuation of it,

that the nature of their foil, and the intenfe heat of their fummers, allow of a greater

excefs in this point than many parts of England. It is a foible that commences with

their earliefl years, and " growing with their growth," few of the farmers on the mo-
ther ifland, feafoned as mod of them are, would be able to cope with thofe of the Iflc

of Wight.
The convenience of St. Helen's is well known to all outward-bound fliips pafling

through the channel, as mod of them take in here their live (lock for fea
;
poultry

being extremely cheap, and all other provifions proportionably fo.

Through the efficacy of a bill procured by the gentlemen of the ifland for fecuring

the farmers from the depredations of foxes, badgers, polecats, and other noxious ani-

mals, the ifland is kept very free from them. Even to let one ot them loofe is an of-

fence punifhable with tranfportation ; for were they once to take root in the ifland,

from the number of coverts in the clifts, &;c. it would be nearly impoffible to extirpate

them.

While we were there, we were informed that a fox, which had been reared from a

cub by a gentleman near Newchurch, broke his chain, and made his efcape to the

clifi's of Shanklin ; where, as ufual, he lay concealed in the day time, and committed

his depredations during the night. At length being luckily detected in carrying off

fome poultry from Shanklin farm, he was Jhot ; and this is the only inflance of any

mifchief being done by thefe animals lor a great number of years
;
—I believe within the

memory of tl>e oldeft inhabitant.

At the bottom of the hill of St. Helen's a land mark is placed as a guide to ma-

riners ; from which Dover Point binds the entrance to the harbour of Brading. This

point is near half a mile from the foot of the hill where the village of St. Helen's ftands,

and is covered chiefly with fand and furze. This is the point that choaks the harbour,

and obftrufls the entrance of fliips of burden.

From this view the harbour appears like a lake.—The land clofes it from hence on

all fides, and makes an excellent fliudy.—The woody fcreens of St. Helen's run all

the way along its banks to Brading, where it is joined by thofe that encircle the town.

—Nunwell woods blend in the back-ground with thofe of Brading,.and frefhen the

fcene.—The valley ftill continues open, and permits St. Catherine's to form a part of

the diflance.—On the left the water takes large I'NAceps round the point of land which

falls into its bafon.—The downs of Binbridge range along the fhorcs, and form the

fide-fcrcens.

Outward-bound fhips not only take in their poultry, 5cc. here, but likewife their

water ; which is found to be preferable to that of molt other parts. • Eaft-Indiamen

have been known to carry it to their dcflined ports, and bring fomc of it back, in as

fwcct a flate as when taken from the fpring. And it has this further advantage, Uiat

when at fea, it recovers itfelf fooner than any other.

Nettleftone Priory, which lies about a mile and a half from St. Helen's, became the

next objeft of our vifits. We had entertained hopes of finding fomething out of the

common line, in a place that might be fuppofed to bear the venerable remains of anti-

quity
J
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qulty; and indeed the entrance to it quite tranfported us;—a grove of nodding elms

towered over the avenue ; but we were not a little furprized to find thefe expectations

foon difappointed. The farm mentioned before, (to which it is Jio\V converted) has

not in its appearance the leaft trace of its having been the abode of a holy brotherhood.

Neither antiquity nor beauty was to be feen about it.—Nothing more than a dirty farm-

yard prefcntcd itfclf.

Pailing dn-ough this, we entered the garden of Sir Nafli Grofe.—The old manfion,

which ftill retains the name of the Priory, is plain and neat, but fmall. An additional

houfe has lately been begun by that gentleman, and bids fair to prove a very defirable

refidence.—The profpe<5ls from this ipot, of the fea, together with the coafls of Sufl'ex

and Hampfliire, are very extenfive, and give it the preference in point of fituation, to

many in the ifland.

Near the Priory feveral fait-works are eftablifhed, which for convenience exceed the

general run of thefe works.

Section X.

FROM hence we returned through Nettleftone village, and proceeded towards Ride.

The road we now pafled through is in excellent repair, and the country exhibits a very

different afpecl to what it had hitherto done.—Woods, abounding with oaks, encir-

cle the roads and villages.—Thefe oaks, however, are not polTeffed of the grandeur of

thofe produced in the New Foreft. Formerly the Ifle ofWight was chiefly covered with

wood ; but from its contiguous fituation to the dock-yards atPortfmouth, the foutherii

vallies have been confiderably dilinembered of it.

The foil changes here again, and confifts of mould, fand, and gravel. Several

grafs farms lie near the road, and clothe the vallies with pleafanter tints than we had
paffed.

On our right lay St. John's, late the feat of Lord Amherft, but now of Mr. Lake.

The houfe Hands on a rifing ground, and commands very extenfive views. The woody
fcenes of Ride lie before it, with the fea at its back front. The building is plain, but

very neat, and difpays great tafte j it befides poffeffes every requifite to make it a com-
plete and commodious manfion. The grounds belonging to it, though not extenfive,

are well (locked.

From its fituation it becomes a very defirable fporting lodge ; the woods around it

affording flielter to a great number of hares and pheafants ; and as care is taken to fe-

cure them from the depredations of poachers, there is feldom any want of fport. The
woods likewife abounding with fprings, woodcocks and fnipes are alfo found here in

plenty.

The road proceeds from hence to Ride.—The principal part of this place is termed

Upper Ride, which lies on the top of the hill, in a clear pleafant air. It is a plain and

neat village, and has feveral well-built houfes in it. A great deal of company refort to

it during the bathing feafon, the accommodations being nearly equal to thofe at Cowes
j

but the principal reafon for preferring this to the other watering places, is the many
fine rides which ftrike out from it ; and, in general, the roads are rather better than in

many parts of the ifland.

Lower Ride is a ftraggling place, and has a nearer refemblance to the fubje£l:s

Vangoen fludied, than to thofe of any other mafler. Several fmall veffels are built

here ; and the inhabitants are moflly fifhermen, and mariners employed in the coafting

trade.
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The pafTage from hence to Portfmouth is the ncarefl from any part of tlie ifland.

—

It is thought to be rather more than feven miles acrofs ; bvit the boatmen fay not quite

fo much. Boats pafs regularly every morning, at feven o'clock in the fummcr, and

nine in the winter, from hence to Gofport and Portfmouth, to the great convenience

of thofe places ; the inhabitants being chiefly fupplied with their butter, eggs, and poul-

try, from hence, and other parts of the ifland.

Towards the weflern extremity of the village are the bathing houfes, whofe fituation

is preferable to any on the oppofite fhores, both on account of the purenefs of the water,

and the conveniences. The coall off this place is fhoal for almofl: a mile; fo that

fliips of burden are prevented from lying near. Every accommodation neceffary for

parties, during the bathing time, is to be procured at Ride; and the pleafantnefs of

its iituation, and its rides, exclufive of thefe accompaniments, are great inducements

for ftrangers to vifit it.

On the road from Ride to Bimftead delightful fccnes frequently prefent themfelves.

Before we entered the village, a fine piece of broken ground opened, and gave us the

beft view of Spithead we had as yet feen. On both fides, the oak and the afli formed

beautiful fcreens, leaving a fpace juft fuffjcient for the water and dillance to make a

grand appearance.

Many old flumps of trees lay fcattered near the road, that, with a team of horfes,

formed a fine group.—The horfes belonged to a farmer, who was loading felled tim-

ber on one of thofe pifturefque long carriages, jufl: fuited to the romantic appear-

ance of the fore-ground ; and which produced as complete a compofition as could

be defired for fuch a fcene.—A well-known favourite fubjcd of the late Mr. Gainf-

borough.

Faffing Bimftead, we entered the woods that encircle Quarr abbey.—Their noblenefs

is grateful to the eye, and gives the mind a finer idea of a true Iketch of nature than

thofe wehadpaffed when we left Nettleftone Priory.—All was regularly irregular; and

they played off every charm to the grcateft advantage, over a brook, whofe rapid

dream murmured againft the pointed furface of the ftones ; while the boughs kindly

condefcended to fhade its cool retreat.

Hitherto we had never met with trees on this ifland in fo thriving a condition as thofe

which now iheltered us. An immenfe number of wood pigeons inhabit thefe folitary

walks, whofe melancholy notes, added to the flill filence that reigned throughout the

grove, infpircd us with a facred awe.—All was huflied ;—not a leaf was ruffled by the

paffmg breeze.—At length we reached the abbey

;

•' Where pious beadfmen, from the world retired^

In blifsful vifioiis winged their fouls to Heaven ;

While future joyt their fober tranfportB fir'd,

They wept their erring days;, and were forgiv'n.

Where burn the gorgeous altar's lading fires ?

Where frowns the dreadful fanfluary now ?

No more Religion's awful flame afpites

!

No more th' afylum guards the fated brow !

No more fliall Charity, with fparkling eyes

And fmilcs of welcome, wide unfold the door,
> Where Pity, liftening ftill to Nature's cries,

Befriends the wretched, and relieves the poor !"

Keate.

This
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This celebrated abbey was founded in the reign of Henry the Firfl:, by Baldwin, Earl

of Devon, and was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The monks by which it was in-

habited were removed from Savigny in Normandy, and were among the firfl: of the

Ciilertian order that came into I'.ngland. It probably received its name of Quarr, or

as it is called in fome of the old grants, Quarraria, from the ftone quarries that are

in its neighbourhood.

It was anciently encircled by a wall, near a mile in circumference, the vefliges of

which nill remain. At its back nods a venerable grove, that gives folemnity to the

fcene ; and from it there is an opening to the fea, which furnilhed the holy fathers

with an opportunity of contemplating the wonders of the deep.

The greateft part of this ancient building is demolifhed ; a few of the walls only ftill

remain. The architeClure, as far as can be now judged of, was a mixture of Saxon
and Gothic. The church or chapel of the monallery may yet be traced at the eaft

end ; and fome vaulted cellars are difcernible at the wefl: end. Of the walls that are

ftanding, fome are converted into barns, by being covered with thatch, and others

degraded into flics or flables. '

The farm-houfe adjoining to It is a modern building, and tends much to diminifli

the venerablenefs of the ruder vefliges, which time has brought to a flage beyond

perfection. A few years ago a great deal more of the abbey was in exiflence ; but

now not an interefling view of it can be taken.

All its former grandeur lies a wreck to time ; and from the dirt flrewed around

by its different poffefTors, the principal part of the building is embowelled in the

earth, and overgrown with mofs and rugged fern. Its diftance from the fea is very

inconfiderable ; and there is flill remaining, juft above high-water mark, fome ap-

pearance of a fort, which was built for its defence in the time of King Edward the

'Ihird.

We could not leave the poor remains of this once grand and venerable pile, without

fighing at the depredations of time, and lamenting the havock it has made on thefe

abodes of piety and peace.

Proceeding through the other avenue, we bent our courfe towards Wootton-bridge.

The road from the abbey was finely wooded with oaks, and contributed to keep alive

the gloomy ideas that had taken poffeflion of our minds. This cover continued for

fome time ; but when an opening took place, the choicefl variety of tints diffufed them-

lelves round the tops of the trees, that can be imagined. The leaves of the oaks had

juft become rubid, and mingling with thofe that had fallen from the afh, which were

nearly yellow, produced a fine and glowing colour.

The branches of moll of the oaks that were arrived at maturity, were difrobed of

their leaves, on a few of their boughs. This, at fome times, produces a beautiful ef-

fed ; at others it is difgulling ; but as this uncertainty depends on the manner of their

growth, and their fituation, the knowledge of it can only be obtained by ocular ob-

fervation.

A thoufand turns and forms of trees may prefent themfelves to a judicious eye, and

few of thefe perhaps might pleafe.—The noblell oaks frequently have too great a num-
ber of branches, and thefe branches may be over-loaded with ramifications ; when this

is the cafe, but little verdure appears on them. At other times thefe trees, when de-

prived of that luxuriance, have a great quantity of mofs gather on their bougl s ; which,

in the middle of the fiimmer, blends too much with the green leaves ; but towards

autumn, when the leaves turn brown, they appear, owing to the heat, quite grey and

vivid.—So alfo in the morning at fun-rife, when the dew has well moiftcned this mofs,

4 u 2 and
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and thrown a glofs over the other parts of the wood, they fhine moft beautifully, and

form noble colouring.—But fo momentary is the efFeft of this operation of Nature,

and fo quick the tranfition, that it fcarcely can be difcerned by the carelefs eye. The
principal beauty of piclurefque reprefentations depending in a great meafure on the ob-

i'ervance of thel'e minutia-, they are not unworthy the attention of the artift.

As we palled through the wood, we fell in with a buck and doe; — but we found

they were not natives of this part ;— fuch as efcape from Sir Richard Worfley's park,

and this frequently happens, generally make for thefe woods.

At the extremity of this range of cover, we came clofe to Wootton-bridge hill

;

which for convenience of water carriage, claims a fuperior rank to many other parts of

the ifland.—Here every diverfity encountered the fight.—A great plenty of water lay

in the valley, which was delightfully wooded on both fides, down to its banks.—Its

views are extremely pleafant, and quite different from any we had hitherto feen. The
left hand prefents an entire fcreen of woods, w^hich gracefully pafs from Nunwell to

the foot of Aihey down, whofe height terminates the diftance, and forms a noble

back-ground.

The fun was fetting at the time it fell under our infpedion, and it powerfully im-

preffed with its rays the tops of the fhrubs. Many fweet hues from them alio brought

the liveUefl colouring on the trees; nor was their reflection on the briny mirror lefs

beautiful. —Several tranfitory ftreaks of the evening beamed, with an expreffion beyond

all defcription fine, in the water.—The tide was in ; and as on this fide Wootton-bridge

mills the wind and weather have no effeft, it was a placid lake ; and flained with the

higheft glows the hand of Nature could imprint. It is true its turn has not an equal

degree of grace with thofe in the northern parts of England, but it has an innumerable

diverfity of objeds to recommend it.

The right of Wootton-bridge leads to the fea. This we failed down, and were as

well pleafed with the beauties of it, as any we had before feen. The only deficiency

we could perceive was the want of rock, that great afliftant to landfcape. A few of

thofe cliffs with which the fouthern fhores of the ifland are overloaded, would have ren-

dered this one of the completeft and mofl: beautiful lake-views in the ifland. Its right

fide has all the woods of Quarr fkirting Its fhores, which are anfwered by the oppofite

fides, where the fame texture prevails.—A few interpofitions of corn and grafs break

among the woods, and reach likewife to the water ; but thefe are too fniall to add much
grace to it.

On our return, the mill and bridge broke the firft diftance of the water ;—over

which the woods that ranged along Afliey down united themfelves to the others that

fwept along Arreton downs ; where they appeared to be broke by a few ftraggling hills

which joined the road to Ride.

Having feafted our fight for a confiderable time on this delightful view, we paffed

on for Barton, formerly the feat of Lord Clanrickard, but now the property of Mr,
Blachford. A convent or oratory of friars, of the order of St. Auguftin, was
founded here in the year 1282 ; which was granted in the year 1439 to the college

of Winchefter.

Section XL

WE now quitted the high road, and turning to the right hand, paflfed through feveral

corn fields till we reached another copfe of a confiderable extent. The quantity of

wood growing in this quarter of the ifland is nearly incredible, when compared to the

J other



HASSEL's T6UR OP THE ISLE CF WIGHT, 70!

Other parts :—the latter appear a clefert to it. This diverfity renders it at once pleafant

and flriking ;—and gives a far greater fcope for the pencil than a common valley, thinly

ftrewed with hedge- rows, poflibly can.

The right-hand road led us dirccllv to Barton Iloufe, which (lands upon an emi-
nence, and commands fine profpcfts.—When viewed from the foot of the hill it has a

very pleafing efleft.—The houfe is an ancient building, and the appearance of it fuch

as we generally find the manfions which were erected atxiiit the reign of Queen Eliza-

beth ;—the windows are compofcd of leaded cafements, which are all funk in the wall.

The late noble poffefTor of it. Lord Clanrickard, whofe ufual refidence it was, made
feveral additions to it.— All the fides of the rooms arc of wainfcot, formed into fmal!

pannels, in which are aflixed a number of reprefentations of the crofs.

Here was likewife a chapel ; but the building is now appropriated to lefs facred pur-
pofes, being converted into a warehoufe for wool. A great famenefs runs through the

whole houfe, both in its internal and external parts. The mode of its conflruclion,

with fo many gable ends towards the front, gives a great formality to its appearance
;

as do the tall chimnies ; both of which appear difgufting in a pifture.

The lawn before the houfe is pleafant, but too regularly planted with clumps of
evergreens, that favour more of the duUnefs of a citizen than the tafte of a nobleman.
"We had, however, a fine view from it of Stokes bay to the right, and of Hampton
water to the weft. The fea-view was a great relief to its other profpects, and by far

the beft.

Oiborne, the feat of Robert Pope Blachford, Efq. was our next objed. The
road from Barton Houfe, (which, as before obferved, belongs likewife to this gen-

tleman) is not of any confiderable length, and at the fame time without much novelty.

This feat may be ranked as one of the beft chofen refidences in the ifland. On a fine

fpacious lawn that leads to the fea, ftands the pleafantly-fituated manfion.—The views

from it are as extenfive as they can be on the northern fide ;—Spithead has a fine ap-

pearance from it ;—fo has Hampton river.

The building is very large, and has all its offices behind it. The infide is equally con-

venient and roomy ; and is now receiving confiderable improvements.

From hence we touched at Old Caftle-point, and had a profpeft of Weft Cowes on
the oppofite fide of the river ;—but nothing more prefented itfelf than what we had feeu

on our firft arrival at the illand.

As we had before, in our way to Newport, rode along the weftern boundaries of the

river Medina, we now made its eaftem fide our principal objeft. After leaving Eaft

Cowes, the firft curve of the river prefented itfelf a little beyond Oftjorne. In this fweep

its courfe is fine, and forms a perfefl view. The oppofite (hores are foftly touched

with wood and fern, and ftiare no inconfiderable part of its beauties.

Whippingham now formed the fore-ground. But concluding that the river muft

make a confpicuous appearance from that place, we defcended to it. The church of

Whippingham is as curious an objecEl of the kind as we ever beheld ; and unhke every

one we had yet feen. The tower, inftead of having battlements or a turret, has two
gable ends, and reminded us rather of a houfe than of a church.

The vicarage, formerly the feat of Ur. Lewis, is now the refidence of Mr. Barring-

ton, junior.—The houfe is conftruded partly of wood and partly of brick— It is rather

low, but exceedingly pleafant, and a fit pattern for thofe who wifh to combine tafte with

pleafure.— The front of it is towards the river, and it has a very confpicuous view of

the oppofite ihores.—From thefe windows the fineft and moft diftindl view of the river

is
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is feen.—Without entering into a minute defcriptlon of the infide of the houfe, we
would juft obferve that the bed-rooms, though fmall, are fo judicloufiy fitted up, that

every convenience attends them.

As you approach Newport, you there perceive the river to meander in delightful

curves, v.hile the loaded barks,' proudly (kimming along its tranflucid bofom, add

luilre to the fcene.—Cariibrook Caftle, with the hills and downs of Gatcombe, clofe

the view towards the fouth ; as the King's Forefl does to the well, and the downs of

Arreton to the eaft.

The mill belonging to Mr. Smith, known by the name of Botany-bay Mill, lies to

the left of the river, and is jufl feen terminating the curve of the tide. In point of

firuation for exhibiting a variety of fcenes, this mill flands unrivalled on the banks of

the Medina. Its grounds are fmall, but fo well laid out, that every neceflary is foon to

be procured. There are but few houfes in the village of Whippingham, and thofe

principally belonging to farmers.

Riling now on the high grounds, we had more didinft views of the hills round

Cariibrook than before. The evening at the fame time clofing in, one of the heavy

purple harbingers of approaching night had nearly dropt its aerial curtain before the

declining fun.—Yet fo warmly did its power beam on every objeft it caught, that its

•^low appeared to be contracted only to fhine with double vividnefs.—Every plant

it touched was perfectly on fire, and fcarcely confined its hues to the turf on which

it grew.

By the time a few minutes more had elapfed, the fun had defcended below this

gloomy mantle, in which night's dreary fcenes were foon to be enwrapped ; and fmding

a paflage from the brow of Alvington forefl; to glance the remains of his departing rays,

he tinged with them the oppofite wood j—but fo faintly that the green but barely re-

ceived its yellow tints.

From this mellownefs of tint, however, the colouring was foft, without too ftrong a

glare. At the decline of day the fhadows are fine and broad, and alTift the imagination

in acquiring a proper idea of this great branch of the art,— and how properly to apply

it.—ThehillsofSwanfton imperceptibly crept to the fight, and glided off to the valley

of Shalfleet, where a fmall interpolition of the fea finifhed the fcene.

The river continued to diverfify its turns at every flep we advanced, till we reached

Fairlee, the feat of Mr. White. This houfe flands on an eminence, and commands
both views of the i-iver.—The opening from Cowes road to the Mother Bank and the

Brambles, from hence is beautiful, and exhibits fine traits of the fcenes in general pro-

duced by fea ports. The front of the houfe, which is chiefly brick, is towards the river.

The other part hasfeveral long buildings annexed to it, without either noveliy or ele-

gance. The infide it" plain and neat ; befides which it has nothing very remarkable to

boaft of. The lawn, before It, reaches to the water-fide ;—it is fpacious, and gives a

noblenefs to the building.—On its left Is a wood, which fklrts the fides down to the

river.—The right is open, and defcends to the fame point.

Heavy clouds had for a confiderable time been hovering In the horizon; — they now
rolled over our heads, and poured down upon us their tremendous contents.—The
thunder loudly roared in awful peals ;—the rain fpouted on us In catarads ;—and the

lightning darted forth its moft vivid fulphur.—When the rain had fomewhat abated of

its fury, the lightnings exhibited the finefl prefentations we had feen fince we came
upon the ifiand.—The flaflies being remarkably long in their continuance, the Illumi-

aation they threw over the adjacent parts was grand beyond defcriptlon ; and detained

'3 ufi
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US by its beauties for near an hour, abforbed in wonder and admiration.—The town of

Newport received from its brilliiincc every dilplay it was in the power of light to give

it, and appeared a pcrfcft fpot of beauty ;— while the river and the furrounding wood
derived from it their proportion of grandeur.

The (form had now vented its fury, and heavily rolled on ; when, pafling the comer
of Bleak Ilcath, we entered Newport at the eafl bridge, having completed our tour

round the extremities of the ifland.

Section XII.

OUR next objeft was to view the ifland from its central mountains, and to explore

the pidurefque beauties which the middle parts of it afford in fuch profufion. For
this purpofe vi'e took our route to the eaftward ; and leaving Newport north road, we
fell in with the foot of Arreton downs, at Shide Mill, about a mile from the town.

The fituation of this place is very beautiful; and, unlike mod others in the ifland,

has a few trees encircling each of the houfes, with the river Medina meandering along

the valley.—Palfmg its bridge, we perceived the hills to rife to a great height, and form

a noble fore-ground.—The bridge, though not confiderable, becomes an object, and

finely breaks the ftreaky lines of Gatcombe vale to the right.

The road on the downs is very deep, and moftly chalk and gravel. Asweafcended,
the valley opened in a lovely manner, and prefented a charming variety of objefls

to engage the attention.—Gatcombe hills bounded the view to the right, and fls.irt-

cd the dale to Bluck Down, where it joined the hill of St. Catherine's, and terminated

the valley.

Gatcombe houfe from hence is a confpicuous objcfl, and from thefe heights receives

a full difplay of its beauty and fituation. From the hill we had a flight view of Mr.
Roberts's feat.—There the vale broke away to Godfhill, and fwept, to the left, under

the park of Appuldurcombe, from whence it took its courfe to the fide of Queen
Bower, where the valley of New-church commences, and both terminated at Sandown.

The village of Arreton lay clofe under our right, and prefenting itfelf in a bird's-

eye view, was pleafanter to the fight from this point than any other we had yet obferved

it in. Croiling the downs to the left, we viewed the woody fcenes of Ride and Wootton-
bridge.

Cowes harbour is feen from this down to great advantage;—every curve of the

flream is perfectly difcernible from it, and exh-bits a greater variety than can be pro-

cured from any other fpot;— the woods range down to it in perfeft grandeur, and

conceal all thofe littlenelfes that fo often broke upon us when i'een from every other

quarter. Alvington foreft bounded its oppofite fhore, and opened its fcenes towards

the vale of ShalHeet, where the fight was clofed. The road of Cowes, diminifliing to

a pleafing avenue, prefented its vefltls at anchor ;— while Luttrell's Folly and Calfhot

cafile were perfeftly vifible.

The morning was grey, and clearer than the mornings generally are here.—A hazi-

nefs frequently interrupts the fight ; but not that fort which at fun-rife fo finely exhi-

bits the extravagance of Nature, and difplaying every wanton freak upon the mountain's

head, gives pleafure to the fight, and grandeur to the landfcape ;— it was of a more

dewy fubftance, that jufl flreaks the horizon, and at the leall approach of warmth

difperfes.

From Cowes the valley was richly lined with wood, and fo harmonized, that every

gaiety we could poflibly have wifhed for was produced. Still the woods continued to

difplay
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difplay their grandeur, till an opening at Wootton-bridge broke them.—We had a

fine proi'pecl of this little lurking fpot of Nature, and viewed it in its gayeft veil.— It

had been feen before by us towards the conclufion of a former day, but now it was
pofl'efied of all the diverfified effects of a morning, which fcattered gladnefs over every

furrounding branch.

The water was at too great a diflance to produce more than vai"iety ; but this it

did in fuch profufion as had never before been exhibited to us.—A fleam, arifingfrom

its furface, glided along the boundaries of the adjacent woods, and, creeping up the

oppofite hills, feemed to glory in uniting all the fcenes in one point.

The houfes that bound Wootton-bridge were now buried in the aerial fubflance

which feemed to envelope every part with its foftefl bloom.—The trees fhone with double

lullre, and prefented all the luxuriance that verdure could difplay.

The fea, in our diftance, was blended with the ll^y ; and nothing appeared to be

wanting to render the portraiture complete,but the pencil of Mr. Morland, whofe well-

known knowledge in nature, compofition, drawing, and colouring, would have given, if

poffible, a higher finifli than Nature herfelf had done.

The glorious fource of light and heat now gradually began to break up from the

eafl, and foon difpelled this refrefliing effervefcence of Nature.—The vapours alnioft

inltantaneoufly ceafed to glow, and retiring, introduced to the fight the remaining

woods that diffufe themfeives in this quarter.

We could not difcern any part of the venerable walls of Quarr abbey.—The village

of Ride we could juft fee ; but fo fmall a part of it, that only a few houfes were vifible

over the trees. The veffels that were palling near its fliores had tbeir (hare in the

fcenes, but not to that extreme we wiflied. Still the woods alternately cheered the

dale, and threw frefli luftre on the fcene ; while on our left, at the foot of Alhey
downs, they continued to range entirely to Nunwell.
To thofe who have no relilh for pidturefque fcenes, thefe defcriptions may carry with

them the appearance of too much warmth, and the views feem to be verbally pourtrayed
In colours too glowing ; but thofe who have a tafte for the fine arts, and are poffelfed

of fo much judgment and fenfibility as to be charmed with the pitlurefque beauties of
Nature, will, undoubtedly forgive the feeming enthufiafm ; and accompanying us ftep

by ftep, view in idea the fcenes we reprefent ; and find the fame romantic ardour
and admiration excited in their minds by the defcrij>tion that we found excited in ours

by the views.

Section XIII.

PROCEEDING a little farther, we arrived at Afliey fea-inark, a triangular pyramid^
conftructed of ftone, about twenty feet high, and defigned as a guide for fliips failing

from St. Helen's to Spithead. From this point of view we had a large fweep of the

Ifland.—Before us lay the harbour of Brading, bounded by Bimbridge downs to the

right, and by St. Helen's to the left.

The fcenes from this part are grand beyond defcription, and too extenfive for

us to be able to defcribe their limits.—The coafl of Suffex bounded the diftance before

us, and appeared with every beauty that a diftance can be admired for.

We now paffed on to Brading downs, and viewed from thence the fame fcenes we
had done from Afhey fea-mark. After re-enjoying that view, we fkirted the oppofite

brow of the downs.—Here the valley of Sandown opened in quite a difi'erent garb to

what the woody fcenes of Ride had juft prefented to us.

The
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The rows of hedges were formal, and too regular to be pleafing, —Tlie only gran-

deur was the oppofite downs of Boiichurch, which rifing at Dunnofe, fvvcpt away
to thofeof St. Boniface and Appuldurcombe park.—Thefe form noble backgrounds,
and when you approach nearer, admit of nice pieces being caught from them ; as

nianv fore-grounds prefent plenty of wood and water verging on the brow of their

hills.'

"We next came to the woods of Knighton, the forms of which are beautifully piclu-

refque.—Here the feat of Mr. Biil'et broke on our fight.—Few would imagine that

fuch a charming fpot could be found in fo reclufe a dale, and receive any ufliflance

from the hand of art.—Knighton houfe, though ancient, exhibits much talte and
judgment in its conflruclion :—notwithitanding it muff have been often repaired, it

ieenis not to have loll: an iota of its original beauty.—In the front the windows are all

latticed, and retain their antique pillars of ftone for their prefent fupporters.

One part of the building is finely variegated by the ivy that binds its gable ends.

Thefe gable ends are the only parts that appear difgufting ;— there are too many of
them ; which of courfe rather hurts than heightens the effeft.

On each hde of the houfe there is a range of woods ; but a fufficicnt fpace is left

between them to prefent fome very beautiful profpeds.—On one fide the hill of St.

Catherine's is feen ; on the other the downs of St. Boniface.—From the left-hand fide,

going to the houfe, a few pieces of water make a very pleafing addition to the fore-

ground, and bring every thing into great harmony.
Here the view breaks, and prefents the valley of Newchurch :—the houfe forming

the right-hand fcreen,—the woods the left,—and water in the middle,—with fine

broken ground. The hills of Queen Bower terminate the firfl; diftance ;—the downs
of Bonchurch finifh the view ; but they rife from this fpot with a much greater degree

©f grandeur than from any point of view we had hitherto feen them in.

The houfe Hands on an elevation confiderably above the common level of the earth.

—A wall fupports the grounds lying at its back ; and even a part of the garden is

raifed by thefe means to a parallel with it.

The woods to its left form a fweet recefs, and invite to a contemplation of the

charms which every where prefent themfelves. In fuch a fituation the mind is na-

turally led to contemplate the enchanting fcenes which Nature has fpread around

;

and infpired by the fight,

" To look through Nature up to Nature's God."
Pope.

In fuch a moment, how vain and unfatisfaclory do the moft brilliant fcenes of a gay
and diflipated life appear !

The trees are large and well grown, and hang in thofe carelefs attitudes that con-

vey a fure pleafure to the eye. From fuch a combination of beauties this place muft
yield to very few in the ifland. Its being fo contiguous to Newport, and likewife

at a convenient diftance from all the eaftern parts of the ifland, makes it a chofen

fpot. The woods are faid to have been formerly flocked with a great number of

pheafants.

The infide of the houfe is roomy, and, Hke its outward appearance, favours of the

antique.—A few piftures grace the rooms.

Leaving this fequeftered vale, we proceedetl to the town of Newchurch, which i>

fituated about a mile from Knighton.— In our way we met with nothing more than its

VOL. II. 4 X valley
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valley to entertain us ; which is well watered, and boafLS as rich a foil as any in the

neighbourhood.

The entrance to Newchurch is up a hill, rather fteep ; and without any pretenfions

to thofe pifturefque beauties we expected to find there. The church is old, but

not interefting ; nor is there any thing out of the common line in the appearance of

the houfes, which are chiefly inhabited by tradefnien and labourers.

The view from the church-yard is the bed the place affords.—From thence the hills

of Gatcombe appear to join thofe of Arreton, and, blending with Knighton, termi-

nate with Culver cliffs. The valley was the moft interefting ; after which Knighton

houfe formed the next principal fubjefl: ; and both were clofed by Afhey down.

From hence we paffed Queen Bower. On the top of its hill Itands a peafant's hut

;

—but if fine profpefts and enchanting objeds give a pre-eminence, this fpot is more

befitting the manfion of a peer. The views from it are nearly the fame as thofe feen

from the oppofite downs.

Purfuing our way down the bower, we croffed to Afp, where the greatefl: depth of

the valley is plainly perceptible. From thence we paffed Cherry gardens, and

turned to Landgard, the principal houfe of which is at prefent occupied by Mr. Smith,

an opulent farmer. The oak and elm groves that furround this manfion render

it a pleafant refidence. Its views are rather clofe and contrafted, but upon the whole

agreeable.

From Landgard we paffed clofe under Shanklin downs, and croffed to Wroxall, a

fmall village near Appuldurcombe. The latter lying direftly in our route, and having

procured admiffiou tickets, we entered the park and proceeded to it.

Section XIV.

APPULDURCOMBE park, the feat of Sir Richard Worfley, is fituated in a

valley, which takes one of the moft extenfive courfes, and might be confidered as one

of the principal dales, in the ifland. Our readers may remember the mention we
made of this houfe when, in our circuit round the ifland, we took a view of it from

the downs of Yaverland and St. Helen's. We then could not fo well judge of its fitu-

atlon ; but we were now convinced that it was pleafant. The harbour of Brading

broke in between the downs of Yaverland and Brading, and prefented the coaft of

Suffex to bind the diftance.

Thofe fences and hedge rows which had difgufted our eye when we looked down
upon them from Afliey downs, now viewed from the houfe, dropped into the focus of

each other, and rather refembled a wood than that what they really were. Taken
altogether, the fituation of Appuldurcombe houfe is pleafant, but not poffeffed of that

grandeur which refults from the ruder boldnefs of Nature.

This manfion, which is built of freeftone, is large and beautiful.—There are four

regular fronts to it, of the Corinthian order, the principal of which is adorned with

two wings, and has a lawn before it. The offices all lie at the back of the houfe^

where ftrangers who come to view it ufually enter.

The firft room we were ufliered into, after paffmg the fervants' hall, was the great

hall—a moft fuperb and elegant apartment, embeUifhed with the choiceft produftions

of the arts.

Some beautiful pi£lures adorn the walls, particularly the fubje£t of the Salutation,

by Fran. Barbiereus, oppofite the door 5 the drawing of which is chaffteand fpirited;

7,t the.
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the colouring dark, but with a fine efled.—Over the fire-place, on the left hand, is

the Confecration of a Bifliop ;—the fiabjed not intercfting, but highly finiihed.

Thefe piftures, we underllood were purchafed by Sir Richard Worfley, when lately

abroad.

A portrait by Vandyke, is alfo in the befl: flile ; as are a Virgin and Child, and fe-

veral others, by Holbein, Sir Peter Lely, Carracchi, &c. all in the firft manner.

The bulls likewife difplay judgment in their feleftion.—That of the river Nile is

an elegent piece of fculpture ;—the fymmetry of the limbs is graceful, and the whole

finely proportioned.—The fixteen Cupids are delicately touched, and equally well

grouped.

Several antiques grace the pedeftals ; among which the Genius of Hercules, the

Achilles, and the Bull, are fome of the beft.

The roof is fupported by eight beautiful pillars of the Ionic order, refembling por-

phyry, highly ornamented.

From hence our guide conduced us to the dining-parlour.—Here we were grati-

fied with a fight of fome of the finefl; piftures ever produced by the pencil of Zuc-
carelli.—At the extremities of the room hung two of the largefl; I ever faw by this

great mailer ; and, if I may prefume to fay fo, I think them the beft.—In my hum-
ble opinion, thofe at Windfor and Hampton Court, from recoUeftion, arc not fu-

perior.

That on the right hand as you enter the room, has every requifite to render a pic-

ture complete ;—the compofition is grand and elevated ;— the figures in the fore-

ground are fpirited ; and at the fame time there is a peculiar foftnefs in the countenance

of both the women which ftamps an everlafting credit on that knowledge of the paf-

fions this mafter was known to poffefs.—The only difparity was in the cattle, which

were rather out of proportion, by being too long in the back. The buildings are

in the ftile of Pouffin, and happily managed ;—the back-grounds are poflefied of all

the fire and colouring that can fet off a pidure. Upon the whole, this claims the

fuperiority over every other piece in the room.

Its companion is nearly on the fame fubjeft, and beautiful in the extreme.—
The light and fhadow in this piece, give the fpedlator a thorough knowledge of the

pitch to which painting can be carried.—The others by this mailer likewife claim at-

tention.

Two by Berghem alfo grace the room.— It is needlefs to make any comment on the

performances of this well-known mafter, except juft faying that they are in his beft

ftile. I am forry to be obliged to add, that they are fo very highly vamiflied, that

in a few years there is a probability of their being entirely obliterated.—Indeed too

many in this collection have undergone that deftructive procefs, to the great difap-

pointment of Time, who would otherwife have handed them down with pleafure to

pofterity.

We were now conducted to the drawing-room, which is pleafantly fituated, and
the furniture extremely beautiful. Returning from this room, we entered the library,

where nothing befides a figure on the ceiling attracted our particular attention.—This

claimed our warmeft praife.—The fubjcS is an angel in the attitude of flying.—^The

colouring is beautiful ; the drawing ftill more fo —One of the legs, which w as fore-

fliortened, appeared to be the touch of Cipriani ; and indeed the whole of the figure

led us to fuppofe that it was the produ£lion of that artift.—But as it was placed fo

high, we could not take upon us to pronounce to a certainty its mafter.

4x2 Wc
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We next pafTed into an interior library, where frefli beauties attrafted our notice.—

A Sun-fet, on one of the highefl pannels near the door, was the firft objefl: that

caught our eyes.— It was a piece of fuch merit, that we could have viewed it for

an hour, without finding the leafl abatement in our pleafure and admiration.—The
fubjefl was a Sea-port, executed in the mod finiihed Itile.— The colouring was warm
but free from glare ;—and fo foftly blended was the whole, that a completer copy of

Nature was never feen.—The veflel in the diftance is handled with peculiar judgment,

and exemplifies the nice conception of the mafter.

A whole length of Sir Richard Worfley, in his regimentals, by Sir Jofliua Re}'-

nolds, hangs in one corner ; and a picture by Barrett, of that wonderful fpot. Steep-

hill, likewife graces the room ; together with a few old heads, &c.

The little drefiing-room contains a fet of Italian views in water colours ; among
which is an eruption of Mount Vefuvius. There is alfo a view of the Egyptian Pyra-

mids ; with feveral different views of Athens ; all in the highefl rank of the art.

—

Thefe we likewife found were what Sir Richard had lately brought over.

The organ-room boafls alfo of feveral beautiful pictures.— One by Reubens, over

the door, is in his firft ftile of colouring;—the half tints are foft and harmonious, and

ihow the excellency of his pencil ;—the fubjefl:. Nymphs bathing. A large piftureof

Boors quarrelling, in an excellent ftile. One by Palamedes, of a Merry Making,
which is placed under the foregoing, has alfo a claim to merit.

A ftoning of St. Stephen, with a Jofeph and our Saviour, are pidures in a capital

ftile. There are two good pieces by Gerard Dow ;—the firft his ufual fubjedl, a wo-
man looking out of a window ; the other, his mother at work. A fmall piece by Van
Helmont, of Boors regaling, is in the beft ftile of of that mafter. The confumptive

boy has merit ;—but, as well as co?ifu?nptive, the artift furely intended him for a Ian-

guijhing one.—Hinting our doubt on this head, we were informed by our guide, that

the former was meant to be exprefled by the artift.

Paflions, or corporeal aff'ections, of a fimilar tendency, from the fimilarity of their

reprefentation, fometimescaufe a doubt of the painter's intentions, efpecially where no
diftinguifliing traits are to be met with ; fo the appearance of a confumptive perfon,

and one languiftiing from extreme fenfibility, might be miftaken by the fpeftator

;

and he may be led to doubt, as we did, of the painter's defign.

Returning to the veftibule, we there alfo obferved feveral piiSlures of the firft rank.

Among them was one of Liberality, by Sir Joftiua. What I have already faid on a

former occafion of the merit of this firft of hving artifts, renders it unneceflary for me
to fay much of this piece. I cannot forbear, however, obferving that the countenance

of the female figure, reprefenting Liberality, is fuch as his brilliant imagination ufually

forms.— Every beauty fhines ahke confpicuous ; and hard it is to know which is the

lovelieft feature in her face j—each is fo charming, that it bids defiance to the critic

;

and the tout en-fcmhle is fuch as v\'ill be modern at any future date.—The hair, loofely

diihevelled, flows partly over the ftioulders, and adds beauty to thofe charms that Sir

Jofliua is fo peculiarly happy in, when he is painting a female from his own imagination.

The pidlure of Daniel in the lion's den, after the original in the pofleflion of his

Grace of Hamilton, is here ; but it hangs almoft beyond the fight of an indifi'erent eye.

—The original is accounted one of Rubens' mafter pieces.—Several prints have been

engraved from it.

A picture of young Mafter Worfley, by Mr. Cofway, is over the door.—Time
feems to have mellowed the colouring, and to have brought it to the higheft perfection*

A Dog
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A Do,'!^ and dead Fox, by Mr. Elmer, is painted with all the nature the pencil of

that gentleman poilefles. Several other pieces of" great merit alfo adorn the walls.

—

A fine ftatue of Apollo Belvidere ftands on the ftaircafe.

\\' ith thefe remarks fhall we take leave of the infide of the houfe, as recent orders

from its owner forbid the admillion of ftrangers up flairs ; which we could not

help lamenting, as we were informed that it contains .fixty rooms, and that the walls

of mofl of them are decorated with piftures. But if thofe in the rooms above are

as much obfcured by dirt and varnifli as the principal part of thofe we faw below

were, we may ^venture to pronounce it to be throughout the coUeftion of a perfeA

connoiffeur.

I have known many gentlemen purchafe at an extravagant price, piftures that have

been fcarcely vifible ; as if merit confided in obfcurity.—In particular, I once faw a con-

fiderable fum given for a piece by Rubens, which was totally devoid of colouring or

defign, (as many even of that great mailer's have been, though thefe branches of the

art were his forte,) while others of far fuperior merit, by a modern artift, attrafted

fcarcely a look.—With little lefs prejudice in favour of obfcured antiquity, do a great

part of this coUeftion feem to have been chofen.

The furefl way for flrangers to obtain a fight of the infide of this manfion, is by an

application to the prefent poflefTor of the Bugle inn, at Newport ; where, befides pro-

curing the means for partaking of fo defirable an entertainment, they will find the com-
forts and conveniences of a home, though at an inn.

Leaving the houfe, we now paffed through the lodge and the park, towards God-
Ihill.—The entrance into the park is by a handfome gateway of the Ionic order. An
cbelifk of Cornifli granite, of a confiderable height, ftands in the park, which was
ereded to the memory of Sir Robert Worfley. One of the views from the houfe

is directed to an artificial caftle, placed on a rocky cliff, about half a mile from
the park, which is generally known by the name of Cook's Caftle. The lodge

is a neat plain building.—The keeper's houfe ftands on the left, at the foot of a fmall

copfe.

A great deficiency of wood appears through the whole park.—Several fmall clumps

of regularly planted trees ftrnggle in many parts, and afford but little gratification to

the fight. And I cannot help here remarking, that in the appearance of' this manfion

and its environs, there is fuch an unaccountable want of that combination of objefts,

to which our Gallic neighbours give the happy term of je ne f^ai quoi, that not all

the art imaginable could raife it, fumptuous as it is, to infpire that pleafurable feeling,

which the plain and humble roof of Steephill cottage impreffes on the mind at firft

The termination of the park breal>;s rather abruptly, and lets in the hill of St. Cathe-

rine's on the left, and on the right thofe of Cheverton and Brixton.

At Appuldurcombe there was formerly acell of Benediftine monks, founded by Ifa-

bella de Fortibus, about the end of the reign of King Henry the Third. This cell

was made fubordinate to the abbey of St. Mary de Montifburgh in Normandy, but

was diffolved with the reft of the alien priories, by King Henry the Fifth. Previous to

its diflblution, it had been given by Henry the Fourth to a convent of nuns, at that time

(landing without Aldgate, London.
Having paffed the park farm, we arrived at the outer gate of the park, leading tO;

Godfliill, to which place we proceeded.

Section
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Section XV.

THE town of Godfliill is very neat, though fmall, and contains a proportionable num-
ber of inhabitants.— Its church ftands upon an afcent, and gives name both to the place

and the parifli ; and, as the people here fay, through a circumftance equally as fabulous

as the rifing of Shanklin down.

The architeiElure is partly Gothic, but, through the ufual mode of modern beautifi-

cation, thewholeis not to be diftinguiflied. However, when we viewed it, two of its

gable ends had jull fallen in, which broke the formal appearance of its extremity, and

introduced a beautiful fpecimen of its ancient fplendor. The ivy had twilled off many
of its difagreeable angles, and added beauty to its Gothic appearance. Its prefent (bat-

tered ftate might have arifen from its having been ftruck by lightning in the year 1778,
when great damage was done to it. This church was anciently appropriated to the ab-

bey of Lyra in Normandy.
Upon our entering the porch, we obferved abftrads from feveral a£l:s of parlia-

ment fixed againfl the door, and among them one that excited both our curiofity

and rifibility. — It was from an a6t made in the feventh of James the Firft, which

enafts, that every female who unfortunately intrudes on the parifli a fecond il-

legitimate child, fliall be liable to imprifonment and hard labour in Bridewell for fix

months.

Now as the number of females on this ifland much exceeds that of the males ; and

.as, from the mild temperature of the climate, circumftances frequently arife among
the lower ranks that render the intention of this act of no effeO. ; we could not help

thinking this public exhibition of the abfl;rafl: as rather a rigorous exertion of juftice.

We found it was not very unufual here for the young men, from the deficiency

of numbers juft fpoken of, to pay their devoirs to more than one young woman at

a time ; and as it is not poifible for him legally to unite himfelf to all of them, he

generally bellows his hand on her who h2.d firfl prefented him with a pledge of their

love.—This, hovs'ever, is feldom done till the approach of a fecond pledge from the

fame perfon renders fuch an ad of compaffion needful, in order to avoid the confe-

quences of the tremendous anathema fixed on the church door.

Leaving Godlhill, we paffed the valley to Shorwell, which is but a fmall fpot.

Northcourt was the next place we made for. — Here Bull, Efq. has a feat, which

is pleafantly fituated, and commands extenfive views.

Finding ourfelves nearly in a part that we had vifited before, during our tour round

the coaif, and confequenlly where no frefli information was to be obtained, we turned

our horfes, and purfued our route up Chillerton-ftreet ; from whence we fkirted the

oppofite fide of the vale of Gatcombc.

Here every luxuriance that could be wilhed for, ftrewed the valley. The fpring

which rifes at the bottom of St. Catherine's, bending its courfe down the dale,

relieved the continued groups of wood lying in its circle. 'I'his ftream, which

is faid to be the fourcc of the river Medina, has the honour of being called

by that name, long before it can make any pretenfions to the denomination of a

river.

Chillerton down now frequently bounded our left-hand view;— the oppofite valley

that led to Sandown, which has been twice dtfcribed, was hidden for a confiderablc

diftance;— frequent interpofitions of landfcape, however, made amends for the want

of



hassel's tour or rnii: isle ok wight. 711

oF it.—From a little rifing ground a beautiful difplay of the utmofl variegation foinetimes

ihone forth till we arrived at Sheat.

On the top of a pleafant rufticated hill, (lands a finall homely village of this name,

where, at a farm-houfe on the right-hand, oppofite to a fmith's (hop, we met with

another inftance of the kindnefs and hofpitality of the people of this ifland ; who, I

mud here again repeat, are not outdone in the exercife of thefe virtues by the mofl;

hofpitable and civil of the inhabitants of any other part of Great Britain.—I may truly

fay, in the words of a writer well known for his knowledge of men and maaners, that

at mod of the farm-houfes in this ifland,

" Ev'ry ftranger finds a ready chair."

We have only to add relative to Sheat, that its vicinity is furroundcd by fmall woodsj

which plcafmgly amufe the eye.

Defcending a Hope of about half a mile, we arrived at Gatcombe houfe, formerly

the feat of Edward Meux Worfley, Efq. but now the fummer refidcnce of Captain

Ratray. This manfion is fheltercd at its back by a plantation of pines, and has

an agreeable profpeft.— It is chiefly conftrudted of brick, without any external

ornaments; but there is a great degree of neatnefs and fimplicity in the appearance

of it.

The infide is very roomy, but has neither pidure, nor any thing extraordinary in its

furniture, to attract particular notice.—However, though it has not to boaft of its for-

mer fplendor, the affability and genteel behaviour of the amiable females refident in it,

the benign influence of which is not confined to the vicinity of Gatcombe, ftill ranks

it among the mofl celebrated manfions of the ifland.

A fine lawn fpreads its verdant turf before the houfe, and extends to the road.—On
its fide front a profpect ftill more charming is feen.—A beautiful piece of water lies in

the bottom ; and it is agreeably planted with trees.

The oppofite downs of Arreton range delightfully to the valley of Newchurch, and
finely interpofe between the town of Newport and the downs of Appuldurcombe.—The
valley receives no little degree of luflire when viewed from Gatcombe.—The hill that

overiliadows Shide mill is veiy fine, and produces every thing requifite for a firfl: difliance.

—Alvington forefl: forms the fecond ; with an agreeable break of the river Medina
between it and Oiborne woods.

The river from hence had a fingular effeft;—while a heavy cloud hung over Alving-
ton foreft, the w^ater received the full force of the intervening light, and the difliance

terminated in a glowing blue, or rather a mixture of colours.

Leaving Gatcombe, we proceeded to Whitcomb, through a hedge-row^, which
bounded the road on both fides, and pafled on till vi^e came within fight of Newport.

—

Here a diflerent fcene prefented itfelf, and gave us a julter idea of the forefl; than we
had as yet imbibed.

From Newport, a valley ran along the bottom of Carifbrook hills for about three

miles, where it joined thofe of Shalfleet, and clofed the view at Newtown. Before us,

both Eafl: and AVefl; Cowes were perfeGly vifible ; while Stokes bay and Spithead pre-
fented many a fv/elling fail j— the harbour of Portfmouth and Portfdown hill clofing the
fight.

Section
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Section XVI.

TURNING to our left, we now proceeded towards Canfbrook caflle, a place ren-

dered famous by the confinement of King Charles the Firft.— That uniortunate mo-
narch, after being betrayed by Hammond, the governor of the iiland, became his pii-

foner, and yas confined in this caftle.—But as Sir Richard Worfley, in his Hif-

tory of the Ifle of Wight, has (b fully treated of this fubjeft, and that from fuch

excellent and indubitable authorities, little remains for me to- l;iy of the hiitorical

part.

On an elevated piece of ground ftands this once impregnable fortrefs. — Nature
has contributed very confiderably towards its (Irength, as it is fituated in fuch a

manner as to command every point beneath it.—The circumference of the ditch,

by which it is furrounded, is about three quarters of a mile, and fufficiently wide
to proted it from any attacks that an enemy, at the time it was ereded, could

make upon it. Though now dry, it was undoubtedly fupplied in former times with

water.

The citadel appears to be the mod ancient part of any in the building.—The time it

was founded being a matter of difpute, the following conjectures relative to it may not

appear ill founded.

It is well known that the Romans were in polfeflion of this ifland ; and that after

them Cerdic, King of the Weft Saxons, ruled over it ;—now as both thofe people con-

ftruded fortifications wherever they fixed themfelves, it is more than procable that this

fortrefs, the principal one in the ifland, and of undoubted antiquity, was originally

ere£ted (I mean the mod ancient part of it) by the former, and impi-oved by the latter.

And if it be admitted that the well in the caltle yard is a work of the Romans, which

it undoubtedly is, as they always made a point of procuring water though at ever fo

great a depth, which neither the Saxons nor Normans were fo particular about, this

puts it out of difpute that they Jiad eflablilhed a place of defence of fome kind or other

on this fpot.

Little mention is made of it during their time, but in the reign of Cerdic it isfaid to

have been of confiderable flrength, and in a good ftate of defence. Some are ofopi-

nioir that it was originally built by Whitager, one of Cerdic's generals, from whom it

took the name of Whitgaraburgh, which was afterwards contrafted to Carilbrook
j

but he might only have enlarged or repaired the Roman rampire, and, as was cuilomary

with the Saxons, given a new name to it.

The prefent itrufture was built as an improvement to the old fortrefs, by William

Fitz-Ofborne, one of the principal commanders in the Norman invafion, and on whom
William the Conqueror, as a reward for his zeal and fidelity, bellowed the lordfhip of

the Ifle of Wight, and created Earl of Hereford. This nobleman likewife founded the

priory here.

The caltle and its appendages, from that period, became the property of difi^erent

poflTeflbrs, till it came into the hands of Lord Woodville, who fold it to King Edward the

Fourth ; fincc which time it has been aiBxcd to the crown. The arms of that noble-

man are carved in (tone over the large gateway, and on each fide are the rofes of the

houfe of York.
In the yard of the caflle is the well before referred to, the depth of which is faid to

be thre* hundred feet j and it has always twenty feet of water in it. The perfons who

3! fhow
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fliow the caftle, generally It t down a piece of lighted paper into the well, in order to

exhibit to ftrangcrs a fingular cfTcd that attends it ; a ftrcam of air rufhes down into it

from the mouth, with fuch violence, as to extinguifh the flame long before it reaches the

bottom.

Another circumftance, not lefs extraordinary', likewife attends it; a pin of a common
fize being dropped into it, the found it caufes by falling on the water, though at fo vaft a

depth, may be diflindly heard.

The water is drawn up by an afs ; who lias performed this duty upwards of fourteen

years. And the animal that preceded the prefcnt, officiated in the fame employment
(for which purpofe alone he was kept) during a much longer period ; having lived forty

years within the caflle walls. The method ufed in drawing the water is by a wheel of

fifteen feet diameter, in which the afs turns as a dog does a (pit.

The mention of thefe creatures leads me to digrefs for a moment on the longevity

both of the brutal and the human fpccies, refident on this ifland. So kindly is the tem-

perature of the air, that beafls as well as men, frequently live here to a great age. The
number of each at prefent cxifting, who have exceeded the ordinary limits of life, is very

confiderablc.

Among the former are feveral horfes belonging to fome of the inhabitants of New-
port, which, if the aflertions of their mafl:ers may be depended on, are turned of thirty

years of age. And fcarcely any of thefe kind of animals but what I'etain their ftrength

and ufefulnefs from 12 to 20 years. Thofe ufed here are in general a fmall breed,

named forefters, natives of the ifland, which, on account of the rough and ftony roads,

are found more ufeful than a larger fort would be.

This caftle having fallen greatly to decay from the conftant ravages of time, was re-

paired, and the works enlarged, by Oueen Elizabeth. That princefs erefted a plat-

form towards the back part of it, on which fome cannon were mounted. She likewife

rebuilt the gateway, and added a bridi^e at the entrance. On the arch of the gateway,

upon a plate of brafs, are the initials of that queen's name, E. R. and the date

1598, the year when thefe additions and alterations were completed. But this

plate is now fo over-grown with ivy, that not the fmalleft part of the infcription is to

be feen.

During the ufurpation of Cromwell it was garrifoned by his forces ; and he placed

peculiar confidence in thofe who were ftationed there ; as may be learned from many
circumflances attending the imprifonment of King Charles.

In order to enter the caftle by the principal road, you pafs through the great gate,

which is flanked by two large round towers. This gate and the towers are thofe men-
tioned to have been built by Lord Woodville, in the reign of Edward the Fourth. The
lattice wicket, though it has been fo many years in ufe, is not in the fmalleft degree in-

jured by time. Both the infide and outfide of it are lined with iron bars, and they

muft be feveral tons weight.

Having pafled this gate, you enter the caftle yard ; where on the right hand ftands

the chapel. From the date over the door, this building was erefted in the year 1738 ;

and it Hands on the fcite of one which was in exiitence before the conqueft. It is de-
dicated to St. Nicholas, and has a cemetery belonging to it ; but neither are at prefent

made ufe oi.

On the oppofite fide, a part of the walls lie in ruins, and more is daily falling to de-

cay.—Near thefe they ftiew you the window at which King Charles is faid to have at«

tempted his efcape. As you proceed, on the fame fide, is a large modern-built ftone

houfe, which was defigned for the rcfidence of the governor ; but it has been converted

VOL. II. 4 Y ' to
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to a hofpital for the military.—The prefcnt governor. Colonel Lee, we however heard,

intends in luture to make it his fimimer refuiencc.—A little farther to the r'niht is the

well before defcribed ; beyond which are the remains of another old houfe wherein cattle

have been kept.

To the left, in a corner, is a flight of fleps that lead to the top of the citadel.—The
profpetls from hence are very extenfive ; but as the fame fcenes have been already de-

fcribed, a repetition of them will be unneceflary. In the infide of this recefs are the

veftiges of a well, which is faid to have been forty fathoms deep ; but it is now nearly

filled up. The citadel (or, as it was anciently called, the keep) is fituated upon a

piece of ground confiderably higher than any other part ; an elevation apparently arti-

ficial, and moft probably a work of the indefatigable Romans.

We next afcended the ramparts and platform which had been ere(fl;ed during the

reign of Queen Elizabeth.—An entirely new fcene lies in the valley below thefe.

Though it is but fmall, a very plcafing variety difplays itfelf in the bottom ; and the

fame is continued round the whole of the remaining walls of the caille, except where

time, or the want of materials, have levelled a few of their fupporters.

The outward appearance of the caflle is very pidurefque, and affords many
pleafing views.—The ground on which the walls fland is finely broken, and well

verdured.

The height of the caftle from the valley is at leaft 300 feet ; which gives it every

advantage that any fpot on this fide the range of mountains extending to Yarmouth
and Frefhwater could polTefs, both as a place of defence againfl the weapons anciently

ufed, and at this time as affording a grand and agreeable fight.

Several advantageous views may be had of it from different parts of the village of

Carifbrook; and, indeed, for ocular fatisfaclion, the views from thence are the mofl

admired.—When feenfrom almofl every fpot around, it afford;-: a fund of delight to the

traveller whofe mind is fufccptible of the tranfports which pifturefque fcenes excite

;

efpecially to thofe who love to contemplate the fretted Gothic arch ;—tlie nodding bat-

tlements ; or the ruined tower ;—all which tend to recall to his memory the ancient

ftate and fplendour of the Englifli barons.

Having again pafTed round the boundaries of this {lately relique of the fortreffes of

former times, we defcended to the village of Carifbrook,—which, independent of its de-

lightful fituation, is by far the pleafanteft village in the vicinity of Newport.—A mur-

muring ftream, bubbling over the pebbles that obflruft its courfe, becomes a pleafing

objcft for its fore-ground, and adds to the beauties of the place.

To which the church likewife affords no mean afTiltance ; it being the moft pidu-

refque in the ifland.—That which comes nearefl to it is the church of Chale ;—the

latter, however, is not quite fo large, nor the appearance of it fo much in the Gothic

ftile.—The tower is of confiderable height, and it has feveral fpires, or, more properly,

architeftural ornaments, that greatly embellifh it. The large window is much fuperior

to any of thofe in the other churches of the ifland. In fhort, a fine fymmetry runs

through the whole building, and procures for it that preference it fo juflly claims.

The houfes and cottages in the village are likewife very pidturefque, and not only

harmonioufly pleafing to the fight, but furnifh a fubject not unworthy of the pencil.

The priory, which is fituated near the church, was formerly a convent of black

monks. It was at firft a cell to the abbey of Lyra, in Normandy ;— afterwards to that of

Montgracc in Yorkfhire ;— and at lalt te the Cilfercians at Sheen.

This, with the caftle and the church, are the whole of the relics of antiquity here;

but it now wants all thole additional parts of which it was once compofed, to render it

worthy



hassel's tour of the isle of wight. 715

worthy of notice.—The walls are fo inconfiderablc, and the whole of the remains fo

meanly formal, that a view of it does not infpire an idea of what it formerly muft have

been.—The wail on the weft: fide contributes to form a hovel for carts, and is thatched

over.—The other parts are covered with ivy, and mofs ; without one pleafmg objeft

around it.

Section XVII.

DEPARTING from hence, we entered the road to Yarmouth, intending to fkirt all

the ridge of hills which we had feen, and have already defcribed, during our prior route

from Newtown and Shalfleet to that feaport.

The road, after leaving Carifbrook, is cut on the fide of a chalky hill for near a mile;

and commands the beautiful vale of Park-hurft, the whole of the way from Park

green, till the eye reaches Shalfleet lake, where the woods of the New Forefl: range in

the diflance, and clofe the view of the intervening part of the Solent—To our left

hand the ridge of mountains commenced, which fhoot away towards AUum Bay on one

fide, and to Afton on the other.

The next fpot we came to of note was Park crofs ;—a mod: luxurious fcene, and

polTefled of every requifite to make it an ineft^imable picture. The fore-ground was
bounded by a few noble oaks, and a piece of water, relieved by the Downs of

Boucombe. The valley was clothed with every tint that the declining fun could

diffufe among its vegetations ; nor was there in any part throughout the whole a want

of water.

The fcene at once delighted and aniufed us ; as it confiftied of wild Nature fcattcring

beauties over the richeft profufion of landfcape that could encounter the fight.

On our right the downs rofe with fplendour, and gave a noblenefs to all that was fpread

beneath them ; while the vallies, fmiling, as if in gratitude for the bounties which na-

ture had flrewed with fo unfparing a hand over their furface, contributed their utmoft

aid to complete the voluptuous fcene.

For luxuriance, this little fpot claims a fupcriority over many of the other vales in

the ifland, beautiful and pifturefque as moft: of them are. The floping banks that form
its bounds are fvveetly variegated with all that can pleafe the imagination; —the cheering

beams of the fun, though declining, flione with unwonted lullre ;—the timorous herd,

fcattered underneath the noble oaks, difplayed their fpotted veils from amid ft: the fhel-

tering thickets ;—while carefully erecl, the more fearful does, attended by their fright-

ened fawns, ftood liftening to a few noify village curs that yelped from an adjacent

farm : a combination of fcenes, warm from the hand of Nature, all tending to imprefs

the mind with thofe exquifite fenfations which are only excited by fuch calm and tranquil

fcenes.—Scenes, that while they delight the eye, and elevate the imagination, amend
the heart, and difpofe it to the exertion of every amiable propenfity. For my own
part, fuch fcenes afford me greater fatisfaflion for the inftant, than it would be in the

power of unbounded empire to beft:ow.

Such were the pleafures we received from a contemplation of the vale of Alvington.

With regret we left thefe lovely fcenes to defcend to views which will not bear a com-
parifon with the foregoing.—The hills to our left hung flothfully over us, as if indif-

ferent whether or not they appeared agreeable in our eyes.—A diftorted elm, in a falling

pofition, bent its brancljes 10 the ground, and feemed confcious of a miferable ex-

iftence;—while the very flints and ch^lk that compofcd the fubftance of the ground,

4 Y 2 greatly"
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greatly added to the inequality that was fo vifible between them and the valley over

which they nodded. At length the willow woods of Swanfton in fonie mcafure cheered

the fcene.

On an extenfive rlfing plain flands Swanflon hoiife, the feat of Sir Fitz-Williani Bar-

rington.—The manfion is plain, but pleafing to the view, and is feen to the bed ad-

vantage on the road from Newtown leading to Yarmouth. On the right it is encom-

paffed by a tract of w oody land, and at its back are the downs of Boucombe, and its

own coppices.

The infidc of the hoiife is very antique, but remarkably neat.—The flaircafes and

walls are chiefly wainfcottcd with a wood which we took to be oak or walnut, and were

remarkably fhlnlng.

From the drawing room there is a fine view over tlie furroundlng country. We
found this apartment to be genteel, without any of that heavy grandeur we had feen at

Appuldurcombe. A fliip piece over the fire place, by Brooking, or Peters, attracted

our attention.— It has all the ufual fplrit of tliefe maflers.—The fea is peculiarly well

handled.

In the breakfafl I'oom there are feveral ancient portraits of the family, and fome of

them very highly touched. — One in particular of Jonas Barrlngton, Efq. painted in

1664, is fuperior to any of them.

The other rooms on the ground floor are likewife fo fituatcd as to command pleafing

views of the Solent fea and the New Foreft.

In a bed room, on the firft floor, we faw a portrait in miniature of the lady of Mr.
Barrlngton, of Whippingham—a mofl delicate and highly-finiflied pifture.—The atti-

tude graceful, with every charm to render it a mafter-piece. The artifl: has been pecu-

liarly happy in the likencfs, and he has ahnojl done juflice to the original.

PafTing through the bed rooms, we obferved that they were elegant, but, at the

fame time, without the lead appearance of tawdrinefs ; and each had a drefllng-room

annexed to it.

We now returned over the hill ; and pafTing a delightful range of fcenery on the

right, with the opening of the north fide of Brixton down to the left, made for the

village of Calbourne, which is fituated at the foot of thofe downs.

In a triangular recefs of elms and afh ftands the village, abounding with every plea-

fure that retirement can furnifli, to render it defirable.—The church is fimple, without

any leading features to attraft notice.

At the foot of the hills run feveral fprings, which form a refpectable flieet of water,

and at length produces a fmall artificial cafcad?. The overflowing forms a brook, that

has a communication with an arm of the haven of Newtown.
The principal houfes here are that in which the reverend Mr. Porter refides, and

another fituated oppofitc, and divided from it only by the road, belonging to L. T.

Holmes, Efq. mayor of Newport. The latter, generally known by the name of Wefl:-

over houfe, fl:andson an eminence, and has commanding profpcdts overall the north-wefl:

part of the ifland, as well as towards Alvington and Parkhurfl;, down to the river Me-
dina. The hofpitality of this manfion is too well known to all fl;rangers to need an en-

comium here.

Leaving Wefliover to the right, we proceeded into the Yarmouth road, where the

hills of Frefh-water, on the left, rofe with as much fplendour as when we faw them be-

fore from Wilmingham.—But as we have already defcribed thefe fcenes in our route

from Yarmouth to Frefli-water, a repetition of them will be ncedlefs.

II "We
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We now returned to the road we had purfucd before to Newtown j but nothing oc-
curred more than had been furveyed by us in our prior route.

As we are about to complete the account of our tour round the ifland by land, it

may not be ainifs to obfervc, that when we fet out from Newport, to pafs round the

ifland, we commenced our obiervations relative to the coafi:, from Newtown, and omitted
to begin at Cowes, (which in faftis the lead noticeable, in point of novelty or beauty,

of any part on the whole ifland,) in order to enjoy the fcenes from Alvington, which at

that time more particularly engaged our attention.

Croffing nowthe left ilream ofNewtown at Underwood, we came toEImfworth, a rural

little Ipot ; from whence we had a diilinft view of Thornefs Bay, part of which has a
great variety, and is well wooded. All the oppofite flaores of Hampfhire were thofe

we continually had feen from the interior parts ; and though the Solent feemed to be
broader, it loll a confidcrablc degree of that grand appearance it had exhibited when feen

at a greater dillance.

We had, however, feveral hafty touches of Nature ; for the clouds that fo fre-

quently furround, as before obferved, a September fetting fun, twice difplayeda perfeft

piece of compofition.—The beams of the fun, darting from behind the diflant clouds,

touched the higher part of the foreft with a foft light, which gradually dechned as it

advanced towards the w ater ; where all the fhore, for a great width, lay in obfcurity, as
did a part of the fea ; till near mid channel, another gleam of light broke forth, and
ran through the fcene; when, reaching Thornefs Bay, it died gently away, and left the
land, from the beach to a parcel of oaks that hung over a piece of water in the fore-

ground in an entire fliadow.

Pailing through Great Thornefs, we entered Rue-ftreet, and made for the flone-

quarries at Gui-net bay. The foil here is fo various, that the fubdance of it changes
almoft every quarter of a mile ;—fometimes it confided of a black mould ;—then of
clay ;—now of chalk, gravel, or loam ;— and in this manner it varied till we entered the
vale of Gurnet marfa.

During the winter the fea makes frequent intrufions on thefe marfhes, and fometimes
renders them almoft impaflable.

Proceeding onward, we arrived at the ftone quarries, as they are termed ; but the
fea, by its incelTant attacks, does more towards loofening the ftones than the labours of
the workmen.— All along the {hore runs a vein of very durable ftone, a part of which
the waves, almoft every tide, bringdown.
The fcene here is totally different from moft of the other parts of the coaft, forming

noble mafles of true rock ;—but though there is an air of grandeur about them, they
are inferior in this refpeft to thofe of Allum Bay.

The works at Portfinouth are conftrufted of the ftone from hence.—When the wea-
ther permits three or four lloops generally lie in the bay, in order to load with it. Its

coat is proof againft the unremitting attacks of time, or of the weather. The furface

of it is much firmer than that brought from Portland or Purbeck ; and it is held in

higher eftimation by the inhabitants of this ifland, who conftrutl moft of their dwelling
houfes with it.

Returning from the quarries, we had a moft luxurious profpeft of the vale that

leads from the marfties of Gurnet to x'Mvington foreft. The trees grow down on
both fides to its bottom, and it is terminated by the mountains of Carifbrook and
Gatcombe.
From hence we ftruck down to the feat of Mr. Collins, at Egypt, the northernmofl:

point of the ifland, and paflTed the land we had fo frequently viewed from the Hamp-
ihire
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fljire fliores. Eaglehurft and Calfhot Caftle are the moft remarkable objeQs from hence,

and are greatly adorned by the wood and water that encircle them.

Now ftriking into the road that leads to Cowes, we parted the church, and, defcend-

ing the hill, entered the town,—having viewed the ifland in every direftion that a horfe

road would afford.

Section XVIU.

*' FROM amber ftirouds I fee the morning rife ;

Herrofy hands begin to paint the flties ;

High cliffs and rocks are pleafiiig cbjeifls now,
And Nature fmiles upon the mountain's brow ;

The joyful birds falate the fun's approach ;

The fnn too laughs, and mounts his gaudy coach i

While fr*m his car the dropping gems dillil."

—

LfEE,

IN an hour like this,—with the mind awake to every fenfation fuch a cheerful

morAing, amidft fuch pleafmg fcenes, could jnfpire,— did we commence our voyage,

in order to take a view of the different fliores of the ifland from the circumambient fea.

We are embarked ;—the fails (hiver in the wind—the tide has begun to ebb;—and
we leave the harbour of Weft Cowes. Stretching to the northward, we cleared Old-

Caftle point, where, as already mentioned, there was formerly a fortification, of which
only a part of the fcite at prefent remains.

The point, as we paffed it, received no inconfiderable addition to its beauty from the

blooming rays of the morning. —The woods and fhrubs by which it is covered, defcended

to the fhore, and produced a clear view of its fafcinating banks.—In this refpeft, the

fhore was pleafingly lined, without too much formality.

Standing in with it, we paffed down the eafl; fide of Olborne, of which we had a

good view ; as we likewife had of Norris fea-mark.—The former of thefe is feen to

advantage, in one point of view, from the water ; but in all others, its beauties are ob-

fcured by the great number of oaks that furround it.

Verging ftill on the ffiore, we paffed the fpot where Barton houfe (lands ; and failing

on, came to the fcreens of wood that range down the extremities of King key. The
principal trees which compofe thefe fcreens are oaks, and they flione in every luxuriance

that a mift, breaking over their tops, through the attractive power of the fun, could

produce. A creek enters here, and runs inland for fome way j but it is very inconfi-

derable, both as to its depth and grandeur.

Continuing our courfe along the fame kind of fliore, we arrived at Fifhborne creek.

This fweet fpot we had already coafted from the mill to the fea, as mentioned in a for-

mer account of it; therefore nothing more than we had then feen broke on our fight,

except the fun difpelling the vapours of the morning, which hid the higheft fummits

of Afliey down.
We obferved with pleafure that the valley was in a perfeft light, while the tops of the

furrounding mountains were buried in total oblivion by the hazy dew.—Many are the

tranfits of light ; and greatly different are the efl'ects of the morning and evening.—The
colouring at thefe times varies fo much, that it requires intenfe ftudy to convey properly

by the pencil every tint which proclaims a fun-rife.

The moft forcible tint on the fun's afcending the horizon, is a bright yellow, and

entirely free from thofe reds that attend an evening declination ;—grey gleams ufually

1
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accompany its afcenfion ; and if not too ftronjr, they difpel in a fliort time after it

is rifen. When thele clouds become of a more obllinatc texture, they commonly

obfcure the fun for fome time ;—at that moment the colouring becomes a deep ma-

xaiine blue, with tinges of white above its centre, and (Irong lines of warm yellow at

the bottom.

During all thefe effcfls, the fea receives an allonifhing diverfity of fliades, but parti-

cularly a bright Saxon green. If the light can break any where on the fore-ground

through the cloud, the other parts in flvade nearly corrcfpond with the depth of colour

in the cloud ; wl-.ile the furf that beats on the fhore, being ftrongly impregnated with

fand, iliines in a light ochre.

xVs I have frequently watched the breaking of the morning on the ifland, I generally

obferved thefe effetls to be produced ; efpecially in September.— During that month

a fun-fet gives finer colours than at any other time of the year ; which may be

attributed to the great ftrength of the vapours that are then exhaled from the vallies,

and produce ftronger colours ;—and thefe, when feen in the diftance, have all that

fire and warmth with which Mr. Loutherbourg fo finely pourtrays fuch fcenes after

Nature.

This glow in the works of the artift jufl: mentioned, I have often heard feverely cen-

fured, as being unnatural ;—but from the frequent opportunities I have had of com-

paring his works with the operations of Nature, I may venture to fay, that he ap-

proaches as near to Nature as any living artift. And although his works have furnifhed

a fubject for the fatirical pen of Peter Pindar, I muft add, that I fhould be happy if I

could difcern as much true tafte and judgment in the pen of the latter, as in the elegant

and natural pencil of the former.

Pafling 1 ifh houfe and the woods of Quarr abbey, we tacked to the eaftern ex-

tremity of the Mother Bank, where the view extended from the entrance of Southamp-

ton water to that of Portfmouth harbour.— Little elfe prefented itfelf more than what

we had feen on our paffage to the ifland.

A large recefs of water intrudes on the lands near Quarr abbey.—Here was formerly

a ftone quarry of fome confideration, but now little ufe is made of it.

Still coafting the ifland, we paffed the village of Ride, which, as already obferved,

exhibits a ^cxkO. facfimile of Vangoen's defigns. The houfes hang on the water's edge,

with a few formal trees about them ;—they appear to be fraall,—many of them mere
cabins. Nothing interefting is vifible near this place.

We conitnued tacking till we made Appley, where feveral points break at once

on the fight. The Ihore here is very rocky, and formerly produced a great quan-

tity of durable ftone ; but as the beach is very dangerous, and it was deemed unfafc

to venture on it, the principal quarries worked at this time on the ifland are thofe of

Gurnet.

A little farther on is Old Fort, where the land is more diverfified.—^Near it are fome
fait works.

The fame kind of fhore prefented itfelf till we had got beyond Nettleftone Priory.

—A great quanty of rock has here fallen from the cliffs, and tinftured by the iron

ore that lies among it, gives a diverfity of colouring.— The fhores are alfo ftrongly

infufed with copperas, and have frequently a fimilar appearance to w at wc faw at mil-

ium Bay ; but they have not that variety of boldnefs. Juft at the bottom of the hill of

St. Helen's we had a good view of the Old Church fea-raark, which we gave fome
account of when treating of that fpot.

Croffing
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Crofllng from St. Helen's point to that of Binibridge, we had a very diftind view of

the vale which reaches from Brading to Appuldurcombe. We have already ob-

ferved, that the great quantities of fand which is continually drifting into the harbour

off the mouth of which we now were, had rendered ineffeftual every attempt to

make it a receptacle for fliips of burden.—Many experiments for that purpofe, ex-

cited by the apparent utility of the plan, have been made ; but they have all proved

fruitlefs.

Leaving the fandy point of Bimbridge, we next came to the eaftern extremity of

the ifland, to which the name of Foreland point is given.—Here the cliffs begin to af-

fume another appearance, with regard to the foil.—A fine fandy beach extends the

whole of the way from the Foreland, over Bimbridge ledge, to Culver cliffs.

Thefe cliffs are very high, and, like thofe of Freflivvater, appear white and grey,

with fniall interpofitions of verdure clinging to their furface.—They are inhabited as

already noticed, chiefly by gulls.—This fpecies having been driven by the puffings and

other birds from Mainbench and the Needles, take up their refidence here ; and one

peculiarity relative to them is worthy of notice :—It is not uncommon to fee many
hundreds of them floating on the water, without any other motion than the billows

occafion ; during which they keep in a direcl line, not one of them being in the lead

before the other, and in a clofe compaded order ;—the young ones efpecially fome-

times preferve this regular pofition for many fucceffive hours.

Wild ducks are alfo found on this coaft in great profufion ; but it is very difficult

\o get near them, as they dive at the moft diftant approach of danger ;—the only time

10 get a fhot at them, is the moment they recover the furface of the water from their

jmmerfion,

In this cliff there is a cavity, which the country people tell you was formerly a

hermit's cell ; but from its fituation, with regard to the tide, which frequently flows

into it, I fomewhat doubt the validity of thefe good peoples conjcfture.— The hole ex-

tends to a confiderable depth, but has nothing to recommend it to notice, except its

dreary fides.

As we Ikirted along Sandown bay, as clofe to the fhore as the depth of water would
permit, we found that the bottom confifted of a fine hard fand, an.i ran off with a gra-

dual defcent from the cliffs.—The downs of Yaverland, viewed from it, appeared very

high, and gave a noble effeft to the bay.

Section XIX.

THE next attradive objecl from the water is the beautiful fituation and profpeft of

Mr. Wilkes's feat.—When viewed from hence, it has a much handfomcr appearance

than from any nearer point;—and much I doubt which claims the preference,— the

view of it from the water, or its own profpeds of the water.— Indeed both are alike in-

tercfling. and deferving of notice.

More to the fouthward of the valley the rocks affume a deeper die, and a part of

them are perfedtly black.—This appearance arifes from the nature of the foil, which,

from the pieces of earth found on the beach, much refcmbles flate, only of a darken

hue, and of a fofter texture. Shewing feme fpccimens ot this earth to a gentleman

well verfcd in natural hiflory and mineralogy, he informed us, that wherever fuch a

fubftance is met with, it is a certain indication that veins of coals are near. This in-

formation feems to confirm the account we had before received, of there having for-

merly
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merly been coal mines in thefe parts belonging to the Worfley family, but which had

long ceafed working, the produce of them not having proved adequate to the ex-

pence.

Joined to the feveral fpeclmcns of minerals, we obfcrved the rocks at low water to

be covered with weeds of uncommon brightnefs, which proved a fine contraft to the

gloomy colouring of the clifts.

A filh of a peculiar nature, called a fand eel, is found in this bay, and here only ;

—

in fize they feldom exceed three or four inches ; are very thin ; and refemble a fmelt,

both in colour and fragrance.—The manner in which they are taken is very fimple.

—

Ti)e finicrmen, at low water, turn up the fand with a three-pronged fork ; when the

fifli, which lie buried therein, leap out, and are taken.—Great quantities are caught

here by this method.

Another particular fpecies of fifli is likewife feen here in equal abundance, to which

they give the name of Sandhopper, from its motion, which confifts ot a hop or bound,

like that of a gralshopper ; in all other relpetls it relembles a (hrimp, as well in make
as in colour. At low water they lie in vail numbers on the fhore, and furnifh the

hogs in the neighbourhood with an excellent and nutritious repaft. As foon as the tide

goes down, many of thefe animals refort regularly to the beach, where they devour

them with great voluptuoufnefs.

As we paffed Shanklin Chine, it loft no fhare of its grandeur, but rather appeared

to greater advantage ; efpecially the afcents of Horfe lodge ; which form the fouth-

ern extremity of this bay.—The fides of thefe are abruptly broken, and are pleafmgly

irregular ; with frequent traces of channels caufed by the impetuous dreams of torrents.

The colouring with which the furface of this rock is tinted, is in general black and
cold, without a fufficient quantity of Ihrubsor mofs to variegate it.

The next objeft that attrafted our attention was Dunnofe, a point of rocky land

lying to the fouthward of Luccombe Chine. The ftiore here is thickly ftrewed with iron

ore and copperas, and has a very difagreeable appearance from the water.

Over this, when the veflel kept to windward, in order to weather the point, the

downs of Luccombe and St. Bonniface feemed to clafh near on its awful pendant fides

;

and appeared a terrific objedl.—The afcent of this tremendous rock, from low-water

mark to the top of the downs is near feven hundred feet.—Some idea of its extreme
elevation may be formed from the appearance of the fheep that graze on its fides.

Viewed from the velfel we were in, as flie was failing on, at no great diftance from the

fliore, they appeared like fmall white dots, devoid of all refemblance to their natural

fhape.—Even the adjacent chine of Luccombe did not command that attention as when
you defcend it from its vale.

On account of the great number of rocks which ftretch from hence into the fea, this

coaft is dangerous for fhips of burden, and hazardous to any veflel larger than a
wherry.

'I he day beginning to clofe very faft, when we had reached thus far, we found
ourfelves obliged to make for Steephill, in order to pafs the night.—The coaft con-
tinued all the way to that place in the fame rugged uncouth ftik ; forming nothing but
cliffs, and a few waterfalls.—Of thefe we had not a fufficient fight when we paffed it

before in our land excurfion, but being now on a level with it, we were able to pay
more attention to it.

Some of the cliffs are white, others more of a clayey nature, but equally pidlu.
refque, being adorned with clinging flirubs.—A few boat-houfes belonging to fifher-

VOL. II. 4 z men.
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men, with their bafkets for catching crabs lying near them, are the chief oblefts, ex-

cept the rocks that adorn the fore-grounds, and two or three (laved boats.—A fmall

waterfall likewife, that forced itfelf over a large ftone, ami made its way to the fea,

ruflied very rudely and pifturefquely through a few fhrubs, which encircle its

" courfe, and thrive with the nutriment it affords.

The hills of Bonchurch appeared as a very pleafing contrad to the white clifFs

which bordered on the (hore, together with noble maffes of rocks, finely variegated

with mofs, ivy, and young fucklings.—The cottages in fight have every rude beauty

befitting fo admirable a compofition, and rather add fublimity to the fubjed than

otherwife.

With great caution our feamen conduced us to Ventnor mill.—This objeft lofes its

precedence when feen in any other point of view than near ;—indeed nothing but its

novelty entitles it to attention.

This mill, at its head, has a double pond ; and when, through a heavy rain, the

water pours with univerfal violence from the mountains, the people belonging to it

immediately give it vent, otherwife the whole fabric would be wafned into the fea.

The variety that is vifible between Culver cliffs and this fpot exceeds credibility.

The wind dying away, and the tide making in very ftrongly from the weftward,

we now betook ourfelves to a wherry, and landed under Steephill.

We had once before taken up our refidence at the inn at Steephill ; and then, as

well as now, we met with every accommodation we could wifh for ;—and, upon oc-

cafion, three or four travellers may be accommodated for the night;—but when a par-

ty vifits it, I would hint to them, that more than the foregoing number cannot lleep

there with convenience.

The houfe of the Honourable Mr. Tollemache, before defcribed, is from hence a

defirable objedl, but too much fecluded from the fight by the quantity of wood that

furrounds it.—At a greater diftance I have not the fmalleft doubt of its becoming (till

more interefting.—And indeed we found this obfervation verified upon looking back,

as we paffed it, the next day.

The hills of Steephill range with great beauty, when viewed from the fea, and are

not much furpaffed by any in the ifland.—What moft claimed our admiration in this

fpot was the combination of the rocks, and, at the fame time, the diverfity of them.

—

At Allum Bay fcarce any fhrubs cover the rocks there ; they are not however lefs beau-

tiful on that account ; for as they lie in large maffes, Ihrubs meanly fcattered would

only ruin the effedt.

Here the rocks are folid, with fquarer angles ; they are notwithftanding finely har-

monized, and abound with all the boafts of Nature to complete the fight. This part

would fuffer much in beauty were it not for the verdure which fkirts its fides.—Immenfe

dells would otherwife continually prefent what Nature has fo happily thrown into flia-

dow, and thus relieved the eye from being hurt by its defefts.

Section XX.

IN the morning we re-embarked, and flood again to fea, in order to avoid the dan-

gerous confequences of Its rugged bottom near fliore.—When the tide flows gently in,

and the water jufl covers the tops of thefe lurking rocks, unlefs you have a fifherman,

or at leafl a native of the coaft, with you, you fland a chance of having your boat

(love
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flove by them—Even experienced leamen are difagreeably fituated when they land

here, without being well acquainted with the coaft.

Proceeding now dole to the fhore of UnderclifF, or Underwath, as the country peo-

ple fometimes term it, we found the appearance of the coaft very changeable, but high-

ly tinted with its hanging woods and variegated foil.—At every avenue that would ad-

mit of it, foine broken bold promontory ilruck the fight, and continually clofed rhe

fide fcreens-—Thefe mountainous tracks often prefented greater beauties when feen

from the fea, than when we were between them and the cliffs that bordered on the

ftrand.

At the time we had paffed Undercliff on horfeback, the fhore was entirely hid

from us, and we could fee nothing but the downs, which hung (helving over our

heads ;—but now we reaped every advantage that diftance could give, as it blended

the heights with all that compofes landfcape ; namely, rock, wood, mountains, and
water. .

The village of St. Lav^'rence prefents a greater degree of novelty than of grandeur :

it however lerves to relieve the difagreeable appearance that the fhore is at intervals

pofTeffed of. A number of boat-houfes are feen, belonging to the fifliermen ; who,
between the employment of filling, which they follow as often as the weather will

permit, and occafional labour on fhore, gain a comfortable winter fubfiftence.

We obferved here the fmall cafcade, which, as already mentioned, had been mag-
nified, by a gentleman who wrote a tour round the ifland, into a fize that impref.

fed the mind with the expectation of feeing a Switzerland cataraft.—Though in point

of magnitude it is far fhort of what, from that account, we were taught to exped, it

is upon the whole pleafing.—The fhrubs that grow from its fides aft in harmony with

the other parts, and give an agreeable glow to the reft of the tints,—making a fmall

defirable ftudy.

Still tracing the fhore, we met nearly with the fame objefts that had ranged the

foregoing parts, particularly the rocks and flirubs, till we came to the rocks which
terminate the range of Undercliff, near Crab Niton.

We have already mentioned that the village of Niton receives the additional deno-
mination of Crab, from the fifh of that name, which abound on its fliore ;—but we
did not then add, as we fhould have done, that this term gives great offence to the

inhabitants, who generally conceive that it is meant to denote their being crabbed, or
illnatured.—They therefore, whenever their place of reiidence is mentioned, and the

word crab attached to it, immediately take offence, and are ready to refent the fuppo-

fed indignity.

The fact is, that the term is given to it to diftinguifh it from another place in the

Jfland, which founds the fame, though it is not fpelt in the fame manner ; namely,
Knighton, near Newchurch, where Mr. Billet's feat is. We have been thus particu-

lar relative to fo trivial a circumftance, as the want of a knowledge of it might fubjed a
ftranger, who may inadvertently afk the road to it, to a churlifh reply, if not to a
downright affront.

The break of rocks from the termination of Old Park to that of Niton down, where
it again commences, is near half a mile.—The opening leads to the Newport road

>

and likewife to Godfliill and Whitwell, wLiich lie behind the downs that encircle the

fliore.

A little farther to the weftward, we arrived at the fouthernmoft point of the ifland,

well known both by the name of St. Catherine's and Rocken-Race end ;— a part that

could not but be agreeable to U", as near it we experienced the hofpitality of the farm-
4^2 er.
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iiier, whofe benevolence and enviable fituation we have before fpoken of and would,

wifh to commemorate upon all occalions,

Thefe rocks, which finally terminate the range of Underwath, are higher than any

of the others.—Sir Richard Worfley fays, that the hill of St. Catherine's, from its top

to the water's edge, mcafures feven hundred and fifty feet ;—judging from its appear-

ance, I think the depth rather greater.

"When viewed from even a fmall diilance, they appear more like fortifications than

any other object I can think of.— .loined to the awfulnefs which they naturally infpire,

thev poffefs an eminent degree of that fpecimen of Nature we feldoni meet with. The
terrific afcent of St. Catherine's is well verdured ; and though bold in its declination

towards the fea, has nothing difgufting in its appearance.—A valley, apparently formed

by art, ranges round the weflernmod part of it.—Near the bottom, on the eadernmofl

fide, is a fertile fpot, with feveral cottages on its cheerful brow.—The trees alio exhibit

a convincing proof of the prevalence of the wellerly winds, as they all bend their lofty

tops towards the mountains.

Having weathered the point of Rocken end, an entire new fcene prefented itfelf.—

Chale's danp-erous bay firft encountered the fight.— Of this we had taken a thorough

view before, and nothing new was obfervable, but a ftill greater deformity in its un-

couth, reftlefs, billowy Ihore.

The principal objefts from it are Walpan and Blackgang chines, with the drop-

ping well of the latter.—All this part is poiTefled of that kind of appearance which,

while it excites horror, ftill pleaies the imagination ; as we fee Nature running riot,

and overleaping all bounds.—But while fhe thus pleafes the fpeculative traveller, flie

appears terrific to thofe whom chance or accident may drive upon the coaft. When
viewed from the fliore, the rolling billows, tinged with refrafted rays of light, con-

vey exquifite pleafure to the mind ; but at the fame time they may be fraught with

deftruftion to the unfortunate mariner.—There is fcarcely perhaps a fpot in the

univerfe more peculiarly adapted to excite thefe opponent ienfations than Chale

bay.

Little of novelty is to be met with from hence to Frelhwater, except the fmall varia-

tion in the downs of Brixton and Cheverton.—The valley between thefe downs and

the fea is entirely hid from the light.

Pafling Atherfield point and Compton chine, we entered the bay of Brixton,

where the fea rolled in with increafed fury, and became really tremendous :— its

foaming billows tore up the fand on the beach, and died the water
j

giving, at the

fame time, a fpecimen of their ufual depredations on the fhore. There is great

reafon to believe, that if the fea continues thefe incurfions with the inceflant violence

it has done for the lail ten years, that in a few centuries this bay will vie with that

of Sandown in extent, though it will never be able to equal it in grandeur or noble-

nefs.

The chine named Jackman's, is the principal one in the bay.—This leads to

Brixton village, where the brook already defcribed, paffes through from Motti-

ftone.

Still coafting on, we pafled Brook chine and Compton village, when we reached the

bay of Frelhwater, the romantic beauties of which had before excited our warmeft feel-

ings; and thefe we now re-enjoyed.—Here the craggy rocks of Undcrcliff are entirely

loft to the fight.

All the way from the cave along the Main bench, are a number of chafms in the

cliffs, fome rent half way down, with continual rccclles and caves at the bottom. Va-

6 rious



hassel's tour of the isle of wight. 725

rious kinds of tlic exotic feathered race are their inhabitants ; who, like the folitary lap-

wing, avoid the haunts of man.
Few places can produce a finer (ludy for refleftions.—The rocks, though not pidu-

refque themfelvcs, have great charms when imprinted on the fubjacent mirror ; their

jints are then fini.-ly harmonized, and give noble broad effects of (hadow.— They are
compofcd, in a great meafure, of grey flint, which, when blended with the Ihrubs, is

rather pleafing than piclurcfque.

Several Iprings, that flow from the fides of the mountain, precipitate themfelves into

the fea ; but they all appear too contemptible for the pencil.

Pafling the cliiTs of Main bench, we once more arrived at the Needles, and from
thence entered Allum bay ; but were obliged to keep a confiJerable diftance from the

fliore, as we had done al! the way from Steephill. From the water the land has a re-

markably beautiful and pifturefque appearance. — Its variegation and ludden knolls are
not among the leail of its beauties.— I'he abrupt ridges, and fmall falls of water, are

ulfo very interelting.—When a itream ilfues near five hundred feet from the furface of
the ground, and precipitates from that height, though it might be but fmall, it cannot
fail of giving plealure to the fpedator.

Such a fall may alfo be accounted piclurefque, though it does not deferve the
appellation of grand.—The continual interruption the ftream meets with from
the clumps that accidentally lie in its way, are, however, of great utility to an ar-

tift.—It is only enlarging the fl;ream and diminifhing the rocks, and a reprefenta-

tion of this fpot in a picture might delude you into a behef that it was a Switzerland
beauty.

Thefe little liberties are allowable to an artift, except when an exact reprefentation of
the fpot is required;—and even then he may enlarge the waterfall to any dimenfions,
as in the rainy feafon it is a perfed torrent j but when the fwell is over, it aflfumes its

former moderate fize.

Section XXI.

THE appearance of the coaft is nearly the fame throughout the whole way to

Totland bay and Warden ledge, with only a finall variation in parts where the devaf-

tation of the ocean has implanted a greater degree of horror. It is not uncommon to

fee large crags overhanging a broad beach, the fea having undermined them for a
coufiderable depth, and left clumps of earth and .lones, fo fir.nly cemented, that they

fometimes hang in this pofition for many months, terrific in appearance, and a dread

to the miners.—We were however aflTured that they feldom remain in this flate above
two winters, and even when brought to a level, they are for a long time a continual

nuifance.

The point of Carey's fconce introduced us to Yarmouth road. —This is the neareft

projeftion of the ifland to the neck of land on which Hurft caftle Hands,—It was be-

tween thefe two points that, according to fome writers, waggons loaded with tin ufed

to pafs over at low water, in order to tranfport that metal from Cornwall to this ifland,

from whence it was fliifped to France.—An abfurdity that, in my opinion, is too ap-
parent to need refutation.

For, as a convincing proof that this ftrait could never have been paflfablefor carriages,

it is to be remarked, that the tide always begins to flow at the Needles before it is low
water in Portfmouth harbour ; confequently there muft always be a confiderable depth,

of water here.

From
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From this circumflance it is highly improbable that a paffage was ever attempted

here.—Befides, we find that Soutliampton was one of the firll fea ports erefted on the

weilern coaft, and that it was, from the earliert: times, the mart to which foreign (hips

reforted.—So that there does not appear to have been any occafion for the Cornifli peo-

ple to bring their tin by fo hazardous a paffage to the Ifle of Wight, in order to ex-

port it.

It has likewife been thought by I'ome that this point of land was anciently united to

that on which Hurd callle (lands ; but from this opinion I mud alfo beg leave to diffent.

—From the depth of the channel, the folidity of the bottom, and the non-appearance

of any broken rocks, like the Needles, on either fliore, I think I may venture to fay

that the conjecture does not feem to be well founded.

If fuch an union ever did exift, it muft have been at a very early period ;—but then,

as it is moft reafonable to fuppofe fuch a feparation to have been occafioned by fome
violent conculHon of the earth, it might have been expecled that marks of fo fudden a

disjunftion would ftill have been vifible.

Yarmouth road is much frequented by His Majeffy's cruizers, that are ftation-

ed in the channel for the prevention of fmuggling ; and whofe efforts in that

point, to the fatisfadlion of the fair trader, have lately been attended with great

fuccefs.

They are peculiarly indebted for this benefit to the commander of the Hebe, whofe

courage, prudence, and humanity, are fo confpicuous, as to have gained him not only

the etleem of thofe to whom his exertions are ferviceable, but even of the fmugglers

themfelves. So much celebrated is he for the latter virtue, that happening while there

to mention the name of the captain of the Hebe, I was afked by a feaman prefent, whe-,

ther I meant the lenient Thornborough.

Yarmouth is alfo well known to the gentlemen of the navy for the hofpitality of a

naval officer's houfe in that town, whofe owner, I believe, feldom wants company while

a man of war lies in the road.

Leaving the river Yar, or, as it is generally called, Frelhwater lake, on our right,

we continued to fkirt the coaft ; which, for a confiderable diftance, exhibits one of thofe

unmeaning features in landfcape that neither attracls nor pleafes the fight. The beach

is comfortlefs, with a few infignificant broken maffes and clumps ; but it wanted at this

time both colouring and verdure.

About two miles from Yarmouth it affumes a gayer face, as it here forms the

northernmoft ridge of mountains ; but from the fea they are foon loft to the

fight, and appear to fall rather picturcfquely. Thefc mountains chiefly encircle

the water of Shalfleet, and, when feen from Nevytown, are a leading beauty to the

lake.

A quantity of limcftone, and abrupt promontories, conftitute the charafler of this

fhore, and in many parts it is well tinted. In not a few of thefe fcenes there was, how-

ever, a want of variety to make them interefting ; for we often faw noble mafles of

earth in piclurefque fliapcs, and pleafingly irregular, but, at the fame time, devoid of

the principal beauty, that of colouring.

One fpot gives you a chill, comfortlefs, gloomy black ; another, perhaps, is of an

ochre ; and thefe tints of themfelves are infipid ; but wiicn the former has thrown off

its firft furly appearance, and verges towards a grey, collecting about it a few briare and

weeds, it then becomes poetical, and gives fatisfadtion.

Thefe fcenes are very frequent, and they muft be accounted for by fuppofing that

Nature has iuft maffed her dead colouring.

The
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The ochre of iifelf is likewifc hurtful to the eyes when divefled of the fra ments of

lovely mofs and clmging lichens ; and, if any thing, lefs pleafing than the form, r ;—but,

on the other hu'nd, jufl caft its natural flirubs upon it, with here and tliere a imall

chafm, and an abrupt piece of limeltorie, over which the verdure ruggedly falls in

pleafing confufion, and it iunnediately becomes a fludy.

In fliort the fports of Nature are fo various, that I fcarcely remember to have ever

feen, in the dillance of half a mile, two fpots i'o cxaclly rcfembling each other. It is but a

weaiy 'ruitlefs jaunt to endeavour to overtake Nature. Imagination prefents to my view
an artill who has arrived at a fccne, where, after having ufcd his utmoft efforts, he pro-

duces a copy that nearly exceeds the original ; —and he thinks himfelf peculiarly happy :

but on doubling a fmall cape or promontoiy, a frefli fcene prefents itfelf, that baffles all

his Ikill, and damps every expeftation of being able to out-do it.—Yet Hill the mind
of man is Nature ; and while he purfues nobler objefts than he can defcribe or pour-
tray, he gives us a faint emblem of Nature attempting to exceed herfelf.

But few novelties are to be feen along this joylefs fliore.—The fea forms feveral

fmall bays, which rather alleviate the coarfe lines ot the cliffs, and raife the imagination

to expeft at every curve fome brilliant copfe, or towering hill, to eafe the wearifome
lines.

Paffmg the flat point of Newtown haven, we entered Shalfleet lake, where fplendid

hills encircle the unfullied ferpentine mirror.

From thence we proceeded to Thornefs bay, the fhores of which are more pifturefque,

and are affided by the principal beauties of landfcape, viz. a profufion of wood
and rock. The coaft continues edging towards the north, and forms feveral receffes,

where frequent rills rufli down the uncouth cliffs.

Weathering another point, we entered Gurnet bay ; the repofitory, as before ob-
ferved, of the (lone with which the foi-tificatioruj of Portfmouth are conftrufted.—We
found here two boats loading with the produce of the quarries, which, as likewife ob-
ferved, daily attend from that place.

The only part of this bay that afforded an agreeable pidlure of the land, was from
the opening which looks towards the Carifbrook hills. The valley is extremely
fertile and well wooded, and ranges in pleafing forms till the mountains clofe the fight.

This fcene is peculiarly pifturefque towards the conclufion of the day, when the
fliadows are broad and the colouring chafte ; at other times it appears rather crowded
and confufed ; —but when feen with a proper colouring, it is equal to any of the rural
fcenes of the ifland.

The time of the day, when we view an objedt in landfcape, and the colouring then
on it, prepoffeffes us in its favour, or prejudices us againft it.—Thus what is all beauty
in a morning fun, is obfcurity in the evening.—Therefore if a fcene which is grand
and noble prefents itfelf, I always make a point when time will admit, to take a view
ot it both at the dawn and at the clofe of day ; and, from fuch an attention, flronger
ideas, I am convinced, may be imbibed even from one fcene, than from many, partially

viewed

.

Stretching now for the Brambles, we tacked, and once more paffed Cowes caftle j
when we entered the harbour, having received the higheft fatisfaftion from an aquatic
tour of two days, during which we had encircled the ifland, and taken a view of the dif-

ferent fcenes it exhibited from the fea.

We have now finiflied our account of this pleafant, fertile, and happy fpot ; and
from the obfervations we had an opportunity of making during our ftay there, we were

14 confirmed
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confirmed in the opinion which had induced us to vifit it,— that for beautiful

and pifturefque views, fele£l parts of it are fcarccly exceeded by tliofe on any other of

the coafts.

The pleafing variety of hill and dale with which it abounds,—the delightful fituation

of the gentlemen's feats,—the venerable remains of antiquity,—the rich and extenfive

fea views that every where prefent thcmfelves,— and, above all, the grand and noble

craggy cliffs, which atonceferve as a natural fortification to the ifland, and exhibit the

moit magnificent and awful fcencs ;—all thefe combined niuft naturally excite the cu-

riofity of every admirer of thefuperb works of Nature ;
—-and, at the fame time, they

account for the frequent vifits that are made to the ifland.—Indeed I know not where

a party engaged on a pleafurable fcheme could find their expeflations more fully gra-

tified; —to which,! think I might add, the natural civility and hofpitality of the inha-

bitants at large do not a little contribute.

A NA-
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ji NATURAL AND HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE ISLANDS OF SCILLT

:

DESCRIIIING

THEIR SITUATION, Nl'MHER, EXTENT, SOIL CULTURE PRODUCE, RARITIES, TOWNS, FORTIFI-

CATIONS, TRADE, MANUFACTURE, INHABITANTS.

T HEIR GOV ERNMENT, LAWS, CUSTOMS, GRANTS, RECORDS, AND ANTIQUITIES.

The Importance of thofe Iflands to the Britifh Trade and Navigation ; the Improvements they are ca-

pable of ; and Direftions for all Ships to avoid the Dangers of their Rocks.

Illulli-atcd with a new and correft Draught of thofe Iflcs from an aftual Survey, in the Year 1744,
including the neighbouring Seas, and Sca-Coafts, next the Land's End of Cornwall.

TO WHICH ARE ADDEn,

TIic Tradition of a Traft of Land, called Lionefs, devoured by the Sea, formerly joining thofe Ifles and

Cornwall. Of the Caufe, Rife, and Difappearance of fome Iflands.

By ROBERT HEATH,
An Officer of His Majefty's Forces, fome Time in Garrifon, at Scilly. London, 1750, 8vo.

Five large Iflands inhabited

about 1400 People.

One Family

by.

An Eyii?nat!on* of the Quantity of Land in Acres, contained in each I/land^ according to

the Map
1 St. Mary

2 Trefco

3 St. Martin

4 St. Agnes

5 Btyer

6 Sampfon

7 St. Helens

ibefidesthegarrifon i2oAcres
joined to the Ifthmus.

880
720

4 Scattered Iflands bearing

Grafs.

10 EaRcrn Iflands, flocked with •

Conies, and fit for feeding Cattle 1

in Summer.

8 Tean

9 White Ifland

10 Annet
1

1

Great Arthur

12 Great Ganilly

13 Great Gannick

14 Minewithen

15 Nornour
16 Litte Arthur

17 Little Ganilly

18 Little Gannick

I

19 Ragged Ifland

(_20 Innifvouls

r2i Mincarlo

{22 Guahall

23 Northwithel
Scattered Iflands placed about =»3 '^,°"""' ""='

n_„r„„
the largea. < ^4 White Ifland near Sampfon

*
I 2? Round Ifland

{befides the Gugh, qo Acres
joined at low Water.

330
120
80

70
JO
40
30
20
18

»5
15

7
6
5
5
4

12

10

9
7

3
I

25
26 Scilly Ifland

L27 Rat Ifland Ol

Sum Total 4485!
tThehalf, 2242^ Acres, at lead, are tillable and

\ improveable.

N. B. Befides the above, which are mofi noted, there may be numbered about a dozen very fmaU Iflands

bearing grals ; and Rocks innumerable above water.

• The introduftory obl^ervaiions, and direftions to navigators, are omitted, as little interefting to the

general reader.
g I
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Several of thefe iflands afford tin, and fome alfo lead and copper. The tin is difco-

verable by the banks next the lea, where the marks of the ore, in fome places, are vifible

upon the furface : this I was affured by fome very confiderable Corniih tinners, in the

vear 1744 ; who defired me to make reprefentation thereof to the prefent proprietor,

for obtaining his lordfliip's confent for their working of tin and other metals in Scilly,

w herein they propofed a certain fhare to his lordfliip free of expences ; but I did not then

fucceed.

The iflands of Scilly are denominated from a very fmall ifland, near them, firfl called

by that name
;

probably from its fituation, near dangerous rocks, fimilar to the rock

Scylla, near Sicily ; mentioned by * Virgil. And it is obfervable, that Scilly and Sicily

have refemblance of fituation, in lying refpeftively at the feet of their neighbouring

trafts of Cornwall and Italy ; fuppofing each of thofe tradts to have the figure of a

human leg.

Scilly iflands were antiently called t Sillinas Infulse ; for Severus Sulpitius, relating

that luilantius, a faflious and feditious heretic, was baniflied by Maximus, the Roman
Emperor, expreflfes himfelf in thefe words : Ad Sillha?}! Infidajn ultra Britanniciim

dcportatus.

They were alfo called, by the ancient Greeks, \ Hefperides and Cafliterides, from this

weftern fituation, and abounding with tin. And § Silures by Solinus ; Sigdeles by An-
toninus ; by the Dutch, SorHngs ; and in feveral of the Tower records, and manu-
fcripts of antiquity, Sully, or Sulley ; which laft name is probably a contradtion from

Infulas, as ifles from iflands. And in fome grants, or charters, they are called our Ifles.

The antients had a cuftom of deriving one name from another by tranfpofition of

letters, for fignifying fuch things as were fuppofed fome way to have a relation. The
rock Lifia, mentioned by Antoninus, lying between Scilly and the Land's End of Eng-
land, by tranfpofition makes Silia. This rock is called alfo, by the inhabitants there-

abouts, Lethowfo, or Gulf; and its making a great noife, like the rock Scylla near

Sicily, by the tides rufhing againfl: it, is fignified by Lis, or Lifo, or more properly the

antient Britilh word Llais, which laft being tranfpofed makes Sylla; whence might come
our prefent Scilly, as lying near it, about which are many rocks of fimilar nature. But
waving this trifling cuftom of authors, in finding out derivations, thefe iflands were

firfl: difcovered by Hamiico, a Carthaginian, belonging to the Silures, a Phcenician colony

in Spain ; as Solinus reports. He was employed by that ftate to fearch the weftern

coafts of Europe. And Dionyfius Alexandrinus fpeaks thus of the Hefperides, our

prefent Scilly.

' at'JTfltp TtO «X|J)]I/

If*l* W IVVK'&ITi }ia,priV i(/.(V EupWTTElH?

Tranflated by Prifcian.

Sedfummam contraJacram cognomhie dlcunt

^uam caput Europ^e, funtjlann't pondereplena

hefperidti, populus tenuit quasfortis Jberi.

• Lib. 3. V. 246. ^neid. v. 420. 555. 685. + Camden's Britannia. Virg. ^neid. Lib. 3.

\ Camden's Britannia.

S Ptolemj, in his Geography, calls the Welch of Dulleum, (a Town in Brecknockfhire) Silures.

Againft
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Againft the facred Cape, great Europe's head

Th' Hcfperidcs along the ocean fprcad ;

Whofe wealthy lulls with mines of tin abound,

And (lout Iberians till the fertile ground.

They were called Oftrymnides, by Fcllus Avienus in his poem De Oris Maritimis,

or Book, of the Coafls, wherein he writes

:

In quo Infulafrfe exerunt Otjlrymn'ides

Laxejacema, et metallo divitcs

Slanni atque Plumli ; mu/la its hie gentis tjl

;

Superbus tin'imus, efficaxfohri'ia

Nfgotiandi cura jugis omnibus

Nolufque cymbis turb'tJum latefreturn,
Et billuo/i gwgitum oceanifecant.

Non his carinas quipt>e pinu texere

Facere morem non alirle ut ufus ejl,

Cur-iant Ph ifelo : fed ret ad miraculum

Navigiajundisfemper aptant pellibus,

Corioque vajlum/ape percurruntfalem.

The ifles Oeftymnideg are cluftering feen,

Where the rich foil is ftor'd with lead and tin.

Stout are the natives, and untam'd in war,
Their (ludy profit, trade their only care.

Yet not in (hips they drive the fcaly train.

Nor with bold vefTels brave the ftormy main.
Unfkill'd in arts to ufe the lofty pine,

Untaught to build, or ftubborn plank to join.

They ikim remote, the briny fwclling flood.

With leathern boats, contriv'd of Ikins and wood.

Thefe kind of boats were ufed arino 914, for we read of certain pious men tranf-

ported from * Ireland into Cornwall, in a Carab, or Caroch, (the fame with Corracle)

made of two hides and half; or, according to fome, of three hides and half. This ac-

count takes notice of about 145 iflands called Scilly ; but ten chiefly, befides abundance

of hideous rocks, and huge ftones above water, placed in a kind of circle, clad with

grafs, or covered with a greenifh mofs ; fome affording many forts of cattle, corn,

fowl, &c. but moft (locked with rabbits, herons, cranes, wild fwans, and fea fowl. The
largefl: takes its name from St. Mary, where is a caftle built by Queen Elizabeth, anno

1593, called Stella Maria, or Star Caflle, with a garrifon. This ifland is about eight

miles round : the refl were called Rufco, Brefer, Agnes, Annoth, Sampfon, Silly,

St. Helen's, St. Martin, and Arthur. And two leiler called Minan-witham, and Mi-
nuiflifand, which feem to derive theiif names from mines. Strabo, in his third book of

Geography, fays, the ifles Cafllterides are ten in number, clofe to one another, and fitu-

ated in the ocean, to the north of the port Artabri (i. e. Gallicia) in Spain. That one

ofthem is defart and unpeopled, and the refl: inhabited by people wearing black cloaths,

and coats reaching down to their ancles, girt about their breafts, and with a ftaff in

their hand, like the furies in tragedies. That they lived by cattle; and fl:niggled up
and down like them without a fixed abode, or habitation. That they had mines of tin

and lead, which commodities they ufed to barter with merchants for earthcrn veflfels,

fait, and inftruments of brafs. And Euftathius, from Strabo, calls thefe people Melan-

*Such were the faints Dubflane, Machceu,and Manflunum, who, according to Matthew of Weftminfter,
forfook Ireland, thrufting theml'clves to lea in a boat made of three ox hides and half, with feven

days provifions, and niiraculouCy arrived in Cornwall; as St. Warna arrived at St. Agnes ifland in

Scilly.

5 A 2 chlani.
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chlani, from their wearing black cloaths down to their ancles. Thefe are the idands

which S'jlinus reports are fevered from the coaft of the Danmonii (or Cornifli) by a

rough narrow fea, of three or four hours in croffmg over. That the inhabitants thereof

lived according to their old manner. That they had no market"-', nor did money pafs

among them ; but they gave in exchange one thing for another ; and fo provided

themfelves with neceffaries: that they 'were very religious, both men and women ; and

pretended to have great fkill in the art of divination, or in fortcUing of what was to

come. And as to the healthful fituation of their climate, Sardus was perfuaded that

they lived fo long till they were weary of life ; becaufe they threw themfelves from a

rock into the fea, in hopes of a better life. This was alfo the opinion of the Britlfh

druids. I'liny faj'S, that lead was firfl: brought from thefe illands into Greece by Ma-,

dracritus. The Phoenicians were the firfl who traded thither from Gades, concealing

their voyages from others ; the trade being fo gainful to them that they held it a great

point of ftate-policy, Kpinfiiv ccttout) tou -wXav, to keep it a fecret from all the world ; as

Strabo alferts. But the Romans, to find out their place of trade, employed fome of

their yelTels to follow a Carthaginian, or Phoenician, in his voyage thither, who per-

ceiving their defign, run his fliip on the next Ihore on purpofe, rather than difcover

to what place he was bound ; and after bringing the relt into danger, efcaping him-

felf, he received the price of his loft (hip and cargo out of the common treafufy, with

a recompence for his merit. However, the Romans, by many attempts, found out this

trade at laft.

Afterwards, Publius Craffus failed thither, and having feen them work at their

mines, (which were not very deep) and that the people loved peace and navigation, he

inftructed them in making improvements therein, notwithitanding the greater diftance

betwixt them, and their own coaft, than that to Britain, hither the Roman emperors

banifhed their criminals to work in the mines : for Maximus having paflfed fentence of

death upon Prifcillanus for herefy, tranfported Inftantius, a bilhop of Spain, and Ti-

berianus, into Scilly iflands ; their goods being firft confifcated. So alfo Marcus the

Emperor baniftied one to Scilly for pretending to prophefy, and foretelling of things to

come, as if he was infpired ; at the time of the infurreftion of Caflius, as fome ima-

gine, who would read Silia Infula for Syria Infula, geographers knowing no fuch ifland.

as the latter.

This relegation, or tranfportation to foreign iflands, was one kind of banifliment in

thofe days ; and the governors of provinces could banifh in this manner, in cafe they

had any iflands under their jurifdidion. If not, they wrote to the Emperor to appoint

fome ifland for the relegation, or banifliment, of the condemned party. Neither was it

lawful to remove the dead body of the exiled perfon to any other place to be buried,

without fpecial licence for fo doing from the Emperor. After the Romans had forfaken

their hold in Britain, Scilly returned again to the power and pofleflion of its natives ;

and was afterwards fubdued, and added to the Englifh crown by iEthclftan, the eighth

Saxon King of England.

The aforefaid Avienus gives this farther account of thefe iflands.

^artefiifque In Terminos Oejirymnidum

Negotiandi mos erat, Carlhagims

£litim Colonis

Oft the Tarteflians through the well-known fcas,

Wou'd fail for traffick to th' Otflrymnides ;

And Carthaginians too— —___—
Strabo
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Strabo calls a certain place among the Drangi in Afia Cafiiteron, for the lame rea-

fon that the Greeks called the iflands Cafliterides, fignifying tin. And Stephanus,
juhisbook deUrbibus, obferves from Dionyfius, that a certain ifland in the Indian fea

was called CafTiterea, from tin. " But, ovcr-againfl the Artabri, on the north, (fays

Strabo) which are oppofite to the weft parts of Britain, lie thefe iflands, whicli they

call CaiTiterides, fituate, as it were, in the fame climate with Britain."

The famous Lcland has given the following account of * Scilly. " There be
countid 1 40 iflettes of Scilley, that bere grafs, exceeding good pafture for catail.

" St. Mary Ifle is five miles or more in cumpacc, in it is a poor town and a mcatlv
flrong pile; but the froues of the buildings in it be fore defacid and vvoren.

" The ground of this ifle berith exceeding good corn ; infomuch, that if a man do
but caft corn wher hogges have rotid, it wyl cum up.

" Inifcaw longid to Taveftock, and ther was a poorc celle of monkes of Taveftock.

Sum cauUe this Trefcaw; it is the beggeft of the ifleets, in cumpace a fix miles or
more,

" St. Martines Ifle. St. Agnes Ifle, fo cauUid of a chapel theiyn. The ifle of St.

Agnes was defolatid by this chaunce, in recenti hominum memoria.
" The hole numbre almoft of v houfliolds that were yn this ifle came to a marriage

or a felt into St. Mary Ifle, and going homewarde were all drownid.
" Ratte Iflande. SaynCb Lydes Ifle wheryn times paft at her fepulchre was gret

fuperflition.

" There appere tokens in diverfe [of] the iflettes of habitations now clene down.
" Guiles and puffinesbe taken in diverfe of thefe iflettes; and plenty of conyes be

in divers of thefe iflettes. Divers of thefe iflettes berith wild garlick. Few men be
glad to inhabit thefe iflettes for al the plenty, for robbers by the fea that take their ca-

tail offeree. Thefe robbers be Frenchmen and Spaniards.

" One Danvers, a gentilman of Wilfliire, who chief houfe at Daundefey.
" And Whitington, a gentleman of Glocefterfliire, be owners of Scilley ; but they

have fcant 40 marks by yere of rentes and commodities of it,

" Scylley is a Kenning, that is to fay about an xx miles from the very weftefte pointe

of CornwauUe.
"

I
Sir John Scylley, a Knight and his wife fum tyme dwellyng in the Paroche of

Crideton (near Excefter) are buried in the north part of the tranfept of the new church
there."

In the ifland called § Inifcaw was a cell of two Benedidine monks, dedicated to St.

Nicholas, belonging to Taveftock, even before the conqueft. This was confirmed to

them by King Henry I. Reginald Earl of Cornwall, &c. Thus writes Archbifliop

Tanner, who refers to Reginald. Com. Cormib. ei Barthol. epifcop. £:<on ex regi/lro

Taviiochienfi. M. S. Penes Joban. Maynard, Annig.

After King iEthelftan had conquered thefe Iflands, at his return to England, he
built the church of St.. Burian, in the utmoft promontory of Britain, weftward, where
he landed.

ST. Mary's

Is the largeft of the Scilly Iflands, containing as many houfes and inhabitants as all the
reft. It's greateft length is about two miles and a half, middlemolt breadth ahnoft one

* Leland's Itinerary, v. ill. p. 7, •{ Roomsi % lb. Cod. p. 44.
$ Tanner's Notitia Monaftica.

and
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and a half, and may be reckoned betwixt nine and ten miles in circumference, lying

in a piojeded and retraced figure.

The earth, or foil, is like that of Cornwall; but the air here is much wholefomer

than the air of that county, being fo very brifk and healthful, that ficknefs is feldom

known among thefe inhabitants.

The hills are rocky, rifing in fome places to a great height ; and are enriched with

mineral ftores. The vallies are fertile, and the fields here, like thofe in Cornwall,

are inclofed with ftone hedges. Alfo the heathy plains, and turfy downs, in feveral

places, of this iiland, afford their ufe and pleafure. The higheft land yields a prof-

peft of England on a clear day, and of fhips going out and returning, at the

mouths of the channels. Here is alfo morafs ground, in two parts of this ifland,

called the upper and lower moors, which fupply the cattle with water in dry feafons.

In the upper of which, the fartheft from Hugh-Town, is a pretty large and deep lake.

But thefe moors, by their low fituation and ready communication with the fea, next

to the fouthern parts of the ifland, are fubjeft to be overflowed by the high fpring

tides ; efpecially when thefe tides are lifted and driven over the moor-banks by ftrong

foutherly winds. The frefh and fait water thus mixing together in the moors, render

them long unferviceable to the cattle ; and for want of proper banks and lluices to de-

fend their low-land, which might be effected at a moderate expence, their ground and

ditches are feldom free from fait water, more or lefs, in different parts of them.

Nature has not been profufe of her rivers, purling (Ireams, trees, groves, woods,

and other external ornaments to beautify this fpot of ground ; but has bountifully

fupplied their deficiency with intrinfic flore of frefh fprings, fnbterraneous cafcades,

and rich mineral hills ; fixing the iflands before the entrance of two famous trading

channels, (the Britifh and Briftol,) whereby the inhabitants thereof might benefit

themfelves, by an intercourfe with foreign nations, as well as her mother country.

The latitude of St. Mary's Ifland is 49°. 55'. It is never cold in winter here, as in

England, Ireland, and other neighbouring countries. Frofl: and fnow are very fel-

dom known, and never to continue here longer than a few days.

The fummers are not fcorching, by reafon of the frequent breezes, flying over the

iflands.

Potatoes are cultivated in large quantities, and in as great perfeftion as in Ireland.

Some families gather two crops in a year.

Very little wheat is produced ; but of barley, as much as ferves this whole ifland

for making malt and bread for the poorer families, with an overplus, the year round.

The deficiency of wheat is fupplied by facks of flour from England, of which bread is

made by itfelf, or by mixing it with ground barley. The overllock of barley growing

here is fufficient to furnifh malt and beer for exportation ; but is ufually applied to lefs

advantage, in feeding cattle, or fwine.

Peas, oats, and a grain called pillis, growing here, are fufficient for the ifland-ex-

pence of thofe grain, and to fpare. The pillis-corn ground, is ufed inflead of oatmeal.

But little hay is made, which the cattle feverely find the want of in the winter.

Frefh butter and checfe made in this ifland are fcarce commodities j eggs are five for a

penny the year round, though they are fometimes difficult to get ; but in the fummer
are always very plentiful. A very good fowl fells but for fixpence : and a couple of

conies are ufually fold for the fame price. Frefh fifli, taken about the iflands, are

very cheap and plentiful j a turbot is fold for about one fhilling and fixpence here,

which, at London market, would fetch a guinea.

Great
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Grc:\t quantities of fifh are taken by the inhabitants in the fpnng and fummer fea-

fons, which they prepare or fave, by opening, garbaging, faking, or laying in pickle,

and afterwards drying in the fun. Some are laid by for yearly ftock to expend with

potatoes, and others are kept for fale. They hang their fifli out to dry againfl the

walls of their houfes, or fprcad them upon their (tone hedges, which are fometimes

feen covered ; but are fuddenly removed on the appearance of a florm. The common
dried fort of fifli ufually fells for three halfpence, or two-pence per pound ; but the

ling, which is the bed fort, and preferable to what is cured eliewhere, is fold for fix

pence per pound, when it is fent out of theiflands ; and for never lefs than four-pence

upon the fpot ; and therefore, as it is fo valuable a commodity, very little of it is ex-

pended in Scilly, but mod of it carried to market at Penzance.

The fifli are divided into three kinds, viz. round, flat, andihell-fifli. Of the round

are denominated ling, cod, conger, poUuck, bafs, eels, chad, fcad, whiting polluck,

millet, mackerel, fmelts, fprat, brit, barne, cudles, pilchards, hake, wrafs, whiftlers, &c.

Of flat are denominated, turbot, thornback, foles, fcate, rays, flowkes, dabs, plaice,

flounders, &c.

Of fhell-firti are denominated, craw-fifli, crabs, lobfters, mufsles, cockles, fhrimps,

limpits, wrinkles, but no oyft;ers about Scilly.

The cattle bred upon this ifland are fmall, and the meat not fo well fed, in general,

nor of fo pleafant a tafle, as in England. Hogs are here very plentiful, whofe flefti

is reckoned excellent, aud the befl of its kind ; though very good meat is killed here

of all forts at particular feafons.

Beef commonly fells for two-pence-halfpenny per pound, and mutton for as much,

or fometimes three-pence ; which is alfo the price of hog-meat. Veal is about the price

it is fold for in England, and variable : a quarter of lamb for ten-pence. But they

have other fupplies of provifions and commodities from Ireland, (beef, pork, cheefe,

butter, foap, candles, &c.) which come very cheap. But fince the late wars with

France and Spain, and the reftraint of a cuftom-houfe upon fome of their neceflaries,

trading veffels from that part of the world feldom put into the harbours of Scilly, which

fometime occallons a fcarcity among the inhabitants.

They are furnilhed with coals, by coafters from Wales, at about thirty fhillings per

chaldron, but feldom for lefs than twenty-eight fhillings ; the iflands affording no other

fuel than turf, furze, broom and fern, which ferve the common people for their occa-

fions of firing.

From July to November, pilchards fwarm about Scilly, as they do about Cornwall,

and were the inhabitants encouraged in fetting up and carrying on a fifhery here as

there, they would become as confiderable and ufeful fubjeds, as their prefent richer

neighbours ; being endowed with as capable faculties of body and mind.

Here is no duty or tax on malt, and malt-liquors, which is one encouragement they

have for improving their land.

Malt is made in the fame manner as in England, by thofe who make it in large

quantities; except that Welch coal, otherwife called culm, is ufed for firing. The
common people, who make it in fmall quantities, turn their bed-room, or back apart-

ment, into a malt-houfe, (after wetting their grain) and make a heated hearth, or

kettle, ferve for a kiln ; and fo fave the expence of buying malt of the maltfler, who
who is fome confiderable perfon in St. Mary's Ifland.

The malt-liquor brewed in general, has an unpleafant tafle for want of proper fkill.

or management in the brewing. Yet there are fome families, who brew as good beer

as any in England ; which fhews that the reft might do the fame, if they ufed the fame

6 fltiU
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ikill and judgmeHt. Beer is fold here for two-pence a quart. And as there is a fre-

quent demand for malt-liquor by fliipping coming to the iflands, it might be worth

iome perfon's while to undertake the improvement of it, for the advantageous con-

fumption of the corn, and general benefit of the iflanders.

Garden vegetables, of all forts, growing here, are in as great perfeflion as in Eng.

land, but require defence from the bliglwing winds, which are of fo pernicious a qua-

lity, as not to fuffer a flirub or tree tp grow up to any great height in the ifland, cutting

off their tops, and turning tlieir leaves black, as if they M-ere burnt ; and, except in

Holy Vale, which is fliehered by the furrounding hill?, there is not a place in this

ifland where Pomona rears 'her head ; that being the only orchard bearing fruit in

perfeftion.

Next this orchard, belonging to the mofl: commodious farm in St. Mary's Ifland,

are fituated a very good dwelling-houfe, barns, {tables, yards, &c. with forty acres of

contiguous land, in the fame vale, in the pofleflion of Mr. William Crudge, (fucceed-

ed by his fon, Mr. John Crudge, as commiffary of multers,) a family much eileemed

for their jjood qualities.

Very little wood, and that moflly flirubs, grows upon this, or any other of the

iflands.

The land in general is dreffed with ore wood (by fome called ore weed) carried

thither upon horfes backs, loaded with crooks of it, from the fea-fliore, where it is

thrown up in great quantities. Out of this ore wood, many of the poorer fort of peo-

ple make kelp, by burning it to aflies. The agent for the iflands takes it off their

•hands for rent, or accounts with them otherwife for the fame ; who fends it to market

in England, from whence it returns him confidcrable profit.

The people plow and fow here as they do in Cornwall, yoking horfes as well as

oxen ; and ufe reap-hooks for cutting their crops : in reaping they grafp the ftem

of the corn very low, with one hand, and cut it near the ground with the reap-hook

in the other, laying it in even ranks, after the manner a fcythe leaves it, where mow-
ing is praftifed. x\t this labour the men and women are equally painful and dextrous;

but in the off'-iflands the women undertake the management of the harveft, while the

men go a fifliing.

When the corn is di-y, they bind it up In fmall flieaves, which, in building the

-Blow, they place with the ears or beard of the corn outward, upon the fides of the

ridge, (like the roof of a houfe) whereby it flioots off the water v\ hen it rains. Some
time after, at a convenient opportunity, when they have thraflied out fome of their

corn, they thatch the mow with flirav/ for fl:anding the winter, or till they want to re-

move it ; and to fecure it from the force of the winds, they bind over the top with

ftraw ropes, croffmg on another, in a figure, like the fquares of glafs windows. Thefe

ropes are faftened to (ticks thrult into the lower part or fides of the mow. In the fame

form they bind the thatch upon their houfcs, after thatching them with a thin new
coat every year, to prevent ifF, being torn off by the winds, which, in all thefe Iflands,

are very boilterous and violent, at fome particular feafons. Thefe ftraw ropes, of the

thatched houfes, are faftened to pegs drove into the chinks of the ftone walls.

They have a cuftom of celebrating the concluHon of their harveft with a very plen-

tiful fcaft, which they call Nicia Thies ; at which time feveral friends and neighbours

of both fcxes are invited, who meet with pleafant imiling countenances, at the houfe

of the mow, where two or three apartments are ufually filled with the company. The
leveral courfes of dlflies being decently introduced in their order, and removed, the

brifli liquor and converfation exprefs the fpirit and fcnfe, as well as the hofpitality of

1 o the
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tlie people. The niufic afterwards plays up, and as many as choofe it, take a partner

to dance. In tliis merry and frolickfome manner, they pafs away the time till the

next morning, with jovial companions, lafTes, and bowls, verifying the proverb, *' A
feall or a famine in Scilly."

A parfon having been at one of thefe entertainments, by the force of his imagina-
tion, (like thofc who fancy they fee figures, and the forms of animals, &c. in the
clouds) compared the diOlrent fhapes of thefe iflands, as they appear in the map, to
the various difhes in one of thefe feafls, as follows

:

The IJJands compared io a Feajl.

1. St. Mary's, a fcatc.

2. Trefco, a fide of mutton.

3. Bryer, a dried ling.

4. Sainpfon, a leg of veal.

5. AVhitelfland, near it, a folc.

6. Anrict, a lobftcr.

7. Agnes, a vcnifon pafly, near it, half a goofe.

8. Tean, a capon.

g. St. Helens, aflioulder of mutton.

10. Bigger White Ifland, a bacon ham.

11. St. Martin's, a plumb pudding.

12. Gi-eat Arthur, 7 , r •

<-> . r- •
1 r a brace 01 conies.

13. Great Gannick, 3
14. Great Ganelly, a brcafl: of veal.

15. 16, 17, 18, 19. Scilly, Mincarlo, Guahal, Innifvouls, Northwithel, roaft*

beef and fteaks.

20. Little Ganllly, a plaice.

21. Ragged Ifland, a conger.

22. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. Nornour, Minewithin, Round Ifland, Little Gannick, Lit.

tie Arthur, Rat Ifland, pies and tarts.

The rocks, and leflTer iflands, lying fcattered about thefe, are as oyfters, cockles, and
flirimps, for garnifli ; and the intermixed furrounding feas as the flowing tides of liquor

to drown the care of the inhabitants.

Some thrafli their corn upon boards covered with canvas, and fome upon barn floors,

as in England ; others, who are not acccommodated with barns of their own to thrafh

in, borrow them of their neighbours.

They cleanfe their corn in a breezy day without doors, by fpreading it upon canvas,

and throwing it into a cafure, or inllrument for the purpofe, whereby the corn falls

down, and the chaff is blown away.

They thrafh as they want, and Ilore the cleaned corn in a caflc, about the fize of a

hogfliead.

There are many hand-mills for grinding upon emergency in all the iflands; but a

wind-mill, upon a tract called Peninnis, grinds the larger quantities. The miller

feldom tails ot conftant vifiis and employ from his cuilomers of both fexes. His di-

ligence fupplies the place of water-mills, of which here are none to hinder his encreafing

trade.

Hugh-Town is the capital of St. Mary's, fituated upon the low-land of the iflhtnus,

which joins the high body of the ifland to the high-land of the garrifon, above the

VOL. II. 5 B town,
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town;, which is next it ; being at the foot of the garrifon iiill, on the back part, and
waflied by the fea of the pool on its front, where fliips are moored, or lie a-ground

at low- water. And here the (tone key, afore-mentioned, projeds itfelf pretty far out,

into the pool at the landing-place. (Vid. the map.) This town confills of one long

and two crofs (treets, of ftrong flone-built houfes, wherein are feveral (hop-keepers and

public-hoLifc keepers, felling many forts of liquors and commodities. Liquors are

fold without licence, by as many perfons as pleafe here, and all over the iflaiids. The
feveral trades of bakers, brewers, coopers, butchers, weavers, taylors, mantua*

makers, flioe-makers, fail-makers, a boat-builder, joiners, carpenters, mafons, fmiths,

perriwig-makers, &c. are exercifed in this town, either feparatcly or feveral together.

The Reward's, or agent's new houfe, is a handfome Itrong piece of architedure, late-

ly ereded before the front of the old one, at the farther end of the town from the land-

ing-place, next the banks of Percreffa, to the fouthward. At the hither end is a cuf-

tom-houfe, with a collector, furveyor, and four other officers belonging, under the

diredion of the two principals. About two furlongs beyond this town, to the ead-

ward, is a curious fandy bay, called Pomelin, where the beach, from the mark of

flood to the mark of ebb, is covered with an exceeding fine writing fand, and of

which Ihip-loads may be gathered at low-water. On account of its plenty and bright-

nefs, it is fetched by the inhabitants for fanding their houfes in Hugh Town, and
other parts of this illand ; and prefents of it are made to many parts of England as a

curiofity.

Upon the fandy beaches or (hores, in other places, are gathered numerous pretty

fmall fhells, which are prefented for furnilhing of grottos. There are fome of a
larger fize, picked- up upon the (hores of this and other iflands, which are ufed for

the fame purpofe.

The greateft natural curiofities obferved in St. Mary's, are the rocks of Peninnis,

and a fubterraneous paffage near thofe rocks, whofe entrance is called Piper's-Hole.

There is no reafonabie account to be given for the produdion of thefe huge rocks, (in

fome refpeds like Stone henge upon Salifbury plain,) but by an univerfal flood

over the land, when this terrellrial mafs was diftorted and changed after an extraor-

dinary manner ; trees which have been found buried deep in the ground upon the

tops of hills, and other places, cannot be accounted for but by fuch a miraculous

caufe. Whatever produced the waters over the face of the earth, whether the change
of its pofition, the fhock of its frame, the chafms thereupon, the gufhing from its en-

trails, joined with the rapid torrents from above, moving in various diredions at the

earth's furface, fome fubltances at that time were ejeded, while others were immerfed
;

and from no other caufe afligned can the feveral Itrata of fubterraneous fhells, mixed
maffes, inverted and deep whelmed trees, and nice and ponderous balancing of rocky
matter at the earth's furface be accounted for. Thefe appearances are a proof of ter-

reitrial chafms, torrents, and ejedments of quarry fubltances, and of the regurgita-

tion of other ruhflaucr.';, at fun\e time having happened. Several of thefe kind of

rocks in Sciily are amazingly huge in fome places, and balanced upon one another,

and efpecialty in places of this ifland near or further fr^m the fea ; without companion
eitlicr of height or ponderofity, with the rocks ot Peninnis, caufing altonilhment and
admiration in the beholders above all others! I remember having feen huge rocks and
quarry fubflanccs in the midft of foreign iflands, as if they had been once waftied by

the fea ; which might probably come from the caufes above afligned.

Riding rocks likevvife are to be feen in all countries where ftone-quarries abound.

And in feveral parts of Cornwall near, and far off' the fea, large rocks are feen fe-

1

2

parate.
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parate, or riding in equal poife, as already dcfcribed ; which mud l)o (he expulfion

of fubterraneous matter, left at reft in that pofition, after fomc extraordinary coa-
cuflive caufe.

Piper's-Hole, the entrance of the fubterraneous pafTajje aforcfaid, has its fituation

under the high banks of Peninnis, (near the faid rocks) being about the I'ouili-wcil

part of the iiland next the fea, which waflies its orifice at high fide. This paflage is

laid to communicate under ground with the ifland of Trefco, as far as the nortii-weft

cHfis or banks of it, next that fea, where another orifice h fccn that goes by the fame
name with the former.

Going in at the orifice at Peninnis banks in St. Mary's, it is above man's height, and
of as much fpace in its breadth ; but grov/s lower and narrower f.utlier in : a little

beyond which entrance appear rocky bafons, or refervoirs, continually running over
with frefli water, defcending as it diflils from the fides of the rocky paiTagc ; by the

fall of water heard farther in, it is probable there may be rocky dcfctnts in liie paf-

fage : the drippings from the fides have worn the paflage, as far as it can be feen,

into very various angular furfaces. Strange ftories arc related of this paflage, of
men going fo far in that never returned ; of dogs i'oing quite through and coming
out at Trefco, with mod of their hair off, and fuch like incrediblcs. But its re-

tired fituation, where lovers retreat to indulge their mutual paffion, has made it al-

moft as famous as the cave wherein Dido and ^neas iiiet of old. Its water is exceed-

ing good.

Upon the part of this ifland oppofite to Peninnis, is a fertile fpot of ground called

Newford, where is a good dwelHng-houfe, farm, garden, &c. occupied by Mr.
Roger Edwards, who is a member of the court of civil judicature ; a family of worthy
reputation. Here and in Holy Vale, the land affords milk and honey.

Beyond Newford, upon the north fhore, is a fmall key, where boats land from St.

Martin's ifland lying oppofite; near it (lands a hut of convenient reception.

Many kinds of phyfical and fragrant herbs grow in St. Mary's, and in ail the iflands,

which the inhabitants gather in large quantities in the months of May, June, July, and
Auguft. Thefe they diftil in an alembick, for making cordials all the year. They
cover the diflilled water, put into bottles, with the flrong vegetable oil that comes frotn

the herbs in drawing, which preferves it till they want it to mix with brandy and fugar
for ufe.

By the low fituation of Hugh-Town, or the ill contrivance of thofe who built it,

being almoft level with every high tide, the water comes into fome of the dwellers'

yards and houfes. And at fuch times of tide, fome are greatly incommoded, as others

living in the garrifon, ftanding very high, out of the reach of all tides, are greatly ac-

commodated.
It would be a great happinefs to moft of Hugh inhabitants, if their town were re-

moved, either inro the garrifon, or to the high-land at the farther end of the ilthmus,

next the body of the ifland, where no high tides could poflibly affed them whatever
wind blows.

The town, as it is at prefent fituated, is fubjefb to be deftroyed by inundations of
the fea ; which, if it Ihould happen in the night, the people are alfo liable to be drown-
ed in their beds. For on September 26, 1744, in the afternoon, it being a very high
tide, the fea rolled in vafl: mountains, driven by the winds, and broke over the banks
of Percreffa, next the fouthward, where it entered the town with fuch violence and
rapidity, as threatened the levelling of all the houfes. One of the torrents, pafllng

diredly over the ilthmus to the pool, took a houfe away there as it went ; other parts

5 B a of



740 heath's account of the islands or scilly,

of it went through the fteward's former houfe, which it partly deftroyed, filling the

rooms, and carrying away the furniture with it : a third torrent beyond this came
down and joined it, pafling both together through the ftreets of the town with great

fury to the oppofitc fea ; alfo carrying away furniture, and filling the rooms of the

houfes. The damages done to fome at that time, were very conliderable ; but the

agent, or fteward, fuflained the mofl:. If it had happened in the night time, as it

did in the afternooon, when fevcral inhabitants were obliged to quit their houfes ai the

upper windows, and fly for refuge, it is reafonably fuppofed, that thofe who now ef-

eaped would have been drovv-ned people. Moft of the inhabitants were drawn out of

their houfes before this flood begun, by a curiofity to behold the profpecl of the fea,

appearing as if it was going to overwhehn the whole town ; but they were forced to

fly before its fury, as it fuddenly paffed over its bounds, near which, among the reft,

I happened to be prefent. At this time great (lones were thrown by the fea into fome
houfes {landing next it, in different parts of the ifland ; the walls of fome houfes were
beat down, and the dwellers therein had but juft time to efcape with their lives out of

the windows before it. MoCi of the low-land was overflowed, and fome of the ftone

hedges levelled.

About a mile up the ifland fi-oni the Hugh-Town, which borrows its name from the

Hugh-Land in the garrifon, ftands Church-Town, confiding of a few houfes, with a

court-houfe, (otherwife called Parifli-houfe) and alfo a church, at which lafl: the peo-

ple meet twice at their devotion every Lord's day.

About two furlongs beyond Church-Town, to the eafliward, Hands Old-Town.
Ixjrdering upon the fea, againd the oppofite part of a liuidy bay. This town con-

fiils of feveral convenient dwellings, fuitable to the dwellers, who live by filliing,

farming, felling liquors, and the exercife of a few mechanic trades. Both thefe

towns received great damages by the late inundation, when the Hugh was overflow-

ed, and a vaft deal of mifchief was done upon the Englifli coalts, by the fame
ftorm. The fea palfed over the bottom of this bay, between the two towns, (after

throwing flones into the houfes on each fide of it, and breaking the walls as it

entered,) and drowned the Lower Moors, before mentioned. The' Off-iflands, at

the fame time, had fome of their low-lands overflowed, and fome pools of their frefii

water fpoiled.

Their buildings are of rock, or moor-flone, which lie in great quantities upon
the furface, but are chiefly dug from the quarries, a little below the furface of

the earth, where they abound. They cover with tile, but moRly withRraw; the

firit is brought from England, and laid upon the roofs of the houfes here, as it

is there ; the latter is of their ov^n produft, a«d the method of covering is with

a thin coat, winch is commonly renewed every year when harvefl is over, and
they begin thrafliing their corn, binding the coat with ftraw ropes, as has been de-

fcribcd.

Thc?y make their lime by burning of Englifli lime-flone, brought over in fliipping

for ballafl:.

Their mortar Is tempered with a fifted earth, which they call ram, and is faid to make
the fl;rongeft cement for binding the rock-flone together.

The outCde chinks of the (lone walls are filled up with white mortar, as well for

ornament, as for refiling of moiflure.

Their brick is all brought over, there being no proper earth that I could difcovcr,

for making them in the illands.

11 The
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The apartments of their dwellings are apt to be damp on account of the rock-

ftone walls, which are porous, and attract moiflure ; an inilance of which may
be feen in Trefco caftle, where the walls are of many feet in thicknefs, yet always

appear very moid on their iafide. By the diftillation of the moifture through

the (tony I'ubdance, and mixing with the cement, a tranfparent matter, harder

than the {tones, ivS produced, kicking to the fides of the wall, or lower ftones,

where it drops, fiiining hkc glafs ; or hangs pendent from the upper ftones like

jficies.
' The proper remedy to cure this dampnefs in rooms, is plailtering well their

infide, and wainfcoting over it ; which, with keeping fires now and then, are fuf-

ficient.

All timber is brought hither, which is in ufe, and none grows upon any of the

iflands. Some come in by wreck;;, which is kept in the agent's pofleffion, for proper

difpol^il.

Deal or fir, is ufed for molt occafions of buildhig, fuch as roofing houfes and churches

in the iflands, laying floors, lining rooms, making tables, &c.

The apartments of fome houi'es are fpacious and handlbme, as in others they

are fmall and contraded, where you may fee them adorned with faints' pictures,

ears of corn and wreck furniture j the laft of which are fent them by the hand of

Providence.

They have very good workmen, who make tables, chefts, drawers of mahogany, and
other fine woods, &c. which ai-e here as completely finifhed as any where. Thefe woods
are cheaply purchafed out of fliips coming in from the Well-Indies, or other foreign

parts, in their return to Enghmd.
All the iflands ar^ defended by numerous rocks placed about them, the citadels of

nature. But the ifland of St. Mary, of which I have been giving a defcription, is

likev.'ife defended b) a ftrong garrlibn, fituated upon the weft part of it, overlooking

the town and iilhmus, and commanding the country that way and to the fea about

the batteries, of which there are feveral ifrong ones, mounted with fixty-four pieces

ofcannon, fome eighteen pounders. It alfo contains a company offoldiers, a mafter-

gunner, and fix other gunners. A flore-houfe, with arms for arming three hundred
iflanders, who are obliged to afTift the military forces at the approach of an enemy.

An impregna>-le magazine. A guard-houfe, barracks, bridge, and ftrong gates

;

and, upon the fu'unit of the hill, above a regular afcent, going from Hugh-Town,
ftands His iMajt-fly's Star-cafUe, with ramparts, and a dhch about it. This caf-

tle commands a profpeft of all the iflands and feas about them; from whence, in a

fair day, are alfo beheld fhips palling to and fro, and England as though rifing out

of the fea at a diitance. Here the king's colours are hoifted and appear confpicu-

ous aloft, for fhips to obferve and obey coming in. The Right Honourable the Earl

of Godolphin commands as governt^r of all the iflands ; and a lieutenant-governor

is here conuuilTioned to acl under his lordfhip by His Majefty, but not upon eftablifh-

ment.

By the particular favour and bounty of the Earl of Godolphin, the ufe of the caftle,

and all its apartments, wich all perquifites, or harbour dues of fhipping, drawing pro-

lefts, have been enjoyeil by the captain of the company, commanding in his lordfliip's

and the lieutenant-governoi-'s ablonce, who never refule, being a very confiderable

benefit. He has alio the manuring and improving all the garrifon land, upwards of

a hundred acres, the grazing of it uith cattle, and the cutting and difpofal of all the

turf for firing ; and has likewife the fole management of all the coals and candies

allowed,

Befides
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Befides the fhips putting into Scilly from abroad, it fometime happens, that

« hundred fail of coafters are driven in by an eafterly wind, at which time each

ftip or veflel pays, at an average*, about two fliillings and two pence for coming to

an anchor, or Ijing upon the ground, and hoifting the king's colours. And all maf-

ters of fhips pay thirteen (hillings and four-pence for each protefl; to the com-

mandant, who, by fome, is ftyled his excellency, commander in chief, and chief

magilfrate, in the iflands of Scilly, and the generous prefents made to this gen-

tleman by mailers of Ihips, with other tributary acknowledgements of his power

and ftation, render his commmand not inferior to that of fome Eaftern f go-

vernors.

His other conveniences are cellars and out-apartments, belonging to the caftle,

with a fpacious kitchen and flower-garden, defended by (Irong walls, lying at the dif-

tance of about half a furlong from the caRle, in a level turfy plain, extending to the

brow of the oppofite hill. In the midft of this plain are Handing two circular walls of

wind-mills formerly in ufe, which give a profped like obelifks from the caftle apart-

ments, or when viewed at a diftancc.

Under the hill, towards the north part of the garrifon, flands a convenient dwel-

ling, in which refides Mr. Abraham Tovey, mailer-gunner, which was given him

as a reward for his fervices to his country in the late wars ; who, in feveral aftions

abroad, employed as an officer in the train of artillery, diflinguifhed himfelf as

a brave man. He has the conveniency of good apartments, yards, garden, out-

houfes, and cellars, (well flored) alfo a little houfe that (lands under the hill, be-

twixt his dwelling-houfe, (next the fea) and the parade above it. The principal

of which conveniences are bellowed by the generous board of ordnance. He is

alfo (lore-keeper, barrack- mailer, and coUeftor of the lights. His feveral fons,

in their figure and perfonal qualities, do reputation to their father and this coun-

try.

The aforefaid mader-gunner has been entruded with the management of the

king's works, carried on in the garrifon and other places, for the better defence of

the iflands. He has greatly improved the garrifon roads, as well as the batteries, by

making them convenient for removing cannon upon, which before was done with

the utmoft difficulty. One of which roads he has almofl completed round the line,

next the feveral batteries of cannon, and has caufed part of it to be hewn through a

vail I'ock, or quarry-fubftance, where before it was impalTable. And all thefe roads

are a pleafant way, where people walk for their health and amufement, as in the mall

at St. James's ; the longed of which, of about a mile, may therefore be called the

Mall of Scilly. Mr. Tovey's other works in the garrifon, and other parts of the iflands,

fpeak for themfelves, though he has been pretty much envied and mifreprefented about

them.
Entering the garrifon at the bridge and gateway, after paffing a fleep and rocky

afcent going from Hugh-Town, you fee the guard-houfe immediately on the right-

hand, and the barracks on the left. Advancing farther, four broad gravelly roads

appear; one turns (hort to the left-hand, and runs under the garrifon-wall, almoft

round it j at the higher end of which is a (Iroag battery on the left, overlooking the

* All the foreign vcfllls pay double, or four fliillin{TS and four-pence.

f A governor reprtfents the Hng, as commanding the garrifon, troops, &c. Antiently a gover-

nor of a fortitied place was required to hold out tliiee attacks before he furreiidered, but now as many a»

he ci>a.
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town, and commanding the iflhmus below, as well as the hills and country beyond it.

Here is placed the warning gun, which is never fired but to give notice to the iflanders

of the approach of an enemy, who thereupon affemble themfelves in a pofture of de-

fence, and as many as can retire into the garrifon.

Many flrong batteries are feen upon the left, walking round the garrifon, but a mod
powerful one near the Wool-Pack rock, one at the Morning Pointy &c.

The next road, at entering the garrifon, and the broadell of all four, goes ftralt

forward ; being a regular paved afcent as far as the caftle, wefterly, (landing upon the

top of the hill. About the middle of this broad road is the parade, where the foldiers

are drawn up, do their exercife, and fire their fmall arms on firing days appointed by
the government, and are here alfo ufually muftered by the commiflary, who refides in

the ifland. At the hither end of the parade, to the left, is the hole, or military prifon.

And a little beyond it, on the fame fide of the road, an old magazine, lately improved

by Mr. Tovey, who has hewn away the earth and quarry, before lying about the back

part of it, by which its communication with the foil is cut off, and for the mod part

cured of it's dampnefs. A fquare paved way is now carried round the walls, (which,

and the roof are bomb-proof) being five or fix yards in thicknefs.

A little to the right-hand of the caltle-road, is another, running uf)ona defcent about

N. W. to the ftore-houfe, which (lands about the didance of the callle from the entrance

of the garrifon.

Near the flore-houfe is a fmith's forge, and working (hop, conveniently fituated for

thefparks paying a neighbourly vifit to the powder-room.

Adjacent to the fmith's forge is a carpenter's working fhop, and faw-pit. And at the

back of the flore-houfe, the ftore houfe well, made at the expence of the board of ord-

nance ; near which are ilrong batteries of cannon.

The right hand road, at entering the garrifon, leads diredly in a deep defcent to

the mafter-gunner's, at about the diflance of a piftol-fhot from the commanding ofHcer,

in the caflle above him.

At this hither end, to the right of the mafler gunner's road, is a commanding bat-

tery, and at the farther end of it, a little to the right of his houfe is another ftrong bat-

tery, which commands the road for fhipping ; as likewife does the flore-houfe battery,

and other batteries adjacent.

A little to the right-hand of mafler-gunner's gate, is a well of exceeding good water,

efleemed the beft thereabout. This well is funk fquare-wife, about a yard each way,

and upwards of half a fcore yards in depth, cafed up with rock-llone and mortar, but

fo as to permit the difliilation of the fprings through its fides near the bottom. It is

fitted up with a windlace, chain, and very ilrong bucket, for the ufe of the garrifon,

(there being no pumps in the iflands) and fupported with all the rell of the works, by
the right honourable and honourable the mailer-general, and principal officers of his

majefly's ordnance.

The flore-well is feldom in ufe, except when the caftle-well, next the mafler-
gunner's aforefaid, is exhaufled, as it fometimes happens, by an ill ufe of that water.

For the better fupplying the inhabitants with water, a well has been opened in town,
oppofite to the landing-place, that has been filled up and out of ufe, as long as the oldefl

perfon in the ifland can remember. In finking it deeper, when the rubbifh with which
it was filled up was removed, the miner difcovered a rich vein of tin ore, which pro-

mifed encouragement for working it as a tin-work ; but there being none to undertake
it, the well was cafed up with pieces of rock-flone, artfully piled upon one another,

fquarC"
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fquare-wife, like the caftle-wcll, in the garrifon, but without mortar or cement. And the

depth of this well being funk much upon ;i level with the caltle-well, with a qur.rry-hill

lying betwixt them, it is probable, that the fprings, proceeding irom the rocky fubftance

at the bottom of each well, may communicate, by fubterraneous pafliiges, witli one

another. Hither the feamen bring their water-caflcs to be filled, from their fliips lying

next the town.

There are (hallow wells about the town in different places, the water of which ferves

only for ordinary ufes. Other wells of very good water are to be met with all over the

iilands.

At a fmall diflance from the beach, in the fandy bay of Pomelin, is a very good

fpring lined round with ftones, under a ftone liedge, and continually running over:

this is called the INIoor well. Hither the feamen alfo bring their water calks to fill for

the (hipping at anchor in the pool, rolling them to the fandy beach next the water's

edge, where their boats receive them. And hither fome women of the Hugh-Town,
bring their linen to wafli in the fpring and fummer, making a r re to heat the w;iter, and

drying their linen upon the flone hedges, or bullies, near the place.

Upon a turfy fpot in Holy Vale, near the fruit orchard aforementioned, is a little

fountain always running over. This water ferves the neighbouring (amily to whom it

belongs, and others who have a liking to ufe it.

In other parts of the ifland, where fpringsare deficient, there are deep pits, or fcoops

in the ground, the work of nature, for the reception of rain- water, to fupply the cattle.

Several of thefe natural refervoirs may be feen in the off-iflands, and a very large one,

called the Abbey pond, in the ifland of Trefco. Near this pond are the rui.<s of an old

abbey which was in ufe M'hen the abbots of Taviftock abbey held their jurifdidion in

Scilly.

The fpnngs in thefe iflands are very probably increafed by the barrennefs of wood
and vegetables, fparing the draught of moiflure from the earth. The water palling

under ground, through the beds of tin ore, not being tinfturcd at all with its qualities,

as the water is palling through ilrata of iron, fliews that tin is not impregnating. There

is a well of fome note in this ifland, called Lentevern well.

Of Trade.

IN the towns of St. Mary's, the people trade in feveral forts of commodities, ufually

fold in (liops, many of which they are turnilhed with from England ; and ffiips coming

in, or palfmg by the iiland, fupply the reft of their occafions. Whh thefe (Irangers

they fometimes exchange dried fi(h, cattle, or provifions of the ifland, for fuch commo-
dities as they want.

A fleet of coafters, forced in by an caflerly wind, is of advantage to the iflanders, as

well in their pilotage of them into the harbours, as in the traffick, and expences of the

people a-fliore. Commanders and pafllngers or fliips from the Weft Indies, or other

foreign parts, putting in, never fail of ftiewing their liberality, and of leaving fome of

their commodities and riches behind them. By this means the iflanders are fupplied

with a (lock of rum, brandy, wine, and other foreign liquors, fome for confumption

upon the iflands, and fome (by leave of the cuftom-liouie) ior confumption elfcwherc.

For the fake of this trade, which is their principal dependance at prefent, the people

of Scilly run very great hazards in going off with their fmall boats to fupply thcmfelves

from (hipping pafling by, (hewing undaunted courage and refolution, in venturing, when
the feas run mountains high.

There
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There being no owners of houfes and lands in Scilly, the peoples* hindrances in the
improvement of land and tradt, are the fliort leafcs, and fcarcity of houfes to be met
with ; it requiring an intcred to procure a houfc, and another for a Icafe of one. On
which account it was ufual here to engage houles at the deceafe of the prefent dwellers.
If any houfes are built by leave, at the expcnce of an iflander, they become the pro-
perty of the proprietor after a fhort term : fo that no iflander pofleifes houfe or land,
but upen pleafure or leafe. The agent is the proper perfon to apply to for a houfe or
land, or a leafe of either, or both ; who has the direction and management of all the
houfos, buildings, repairs, rents, &c. upon the iOands. Who alfo has it in his power
to diftribute favour, or fhew vengeance, in equal meafure. But the prefent agent i« a
gentleman, efleemed for his generofuy, good fcnfc, and humanity.

The ibllov.ing is an account of Scilly, from a manufcript, in the hands of William
Jones, Efq. of London, (a gentleman well known for his encouragement of literature,

and the fciences, as well as for his extenfive knowledge, and exact judgment therein "I

who has favoured me v.iih information, more than once, from his curious and valuable
colledlion. The MS. feems to be written about the year 1717, and is to this pur-
pofe:

—

" The inhabitants are very civilized, and are improved in trade and commercai The
lands are naturally very fruitful, and could eafily be improved ; but as thefe iflands are

held of the crown by proprietors, the perfons in truft for the proprietors have ufually

made their advantage of them, injurious to the iflanders, and the good intent of the rc-

pofers of that truft. But if, inftead of the cuftom of letting ihort leafes, (of about 21
years,) long leafes were let, as in Cornwall, and other parts, it would much encourao-e

the improvement of lands in Scilly, and foreigners to fettle there. And no doubt but
thofe ifiands are as well flored with tin as many parts in Cornwall."

There being no market in St. Mary's, the families in the ifland agree to take their

fhares of meat as fuit their pccafion, when cattle are appointed to be killed ; that by
befpeaking what meat they choofe, none is left unfold, but each family has their proper
allowance. The people of this ifland are farther fupplied with feveral forts of provifions
brought over in boats from the oft" iflands, when the weather will permit of a vifit from
thofe iflanders ; or, as the time and occafion fuit them for felling their commodities.
The inhabitants of Hugh-Town in St. Mary's, feeing one of thefe boats coming over,

take their firft opportunity of meeting it, and the provifions, at the landing-place, or
key-head, where all perfons prefent take hold as they can of what they like, and de-
part home to account with the boat-man at his leifure, who at this time is generally fo

bufy, in obferving what things are taken by fuch and fuch perfons, that he has not
then time allowed him to take money. And by this diligent watching and attendance

of -fonie more than others, at the coming over of thefe ofF-ifland boats, there is a very
unequal diftribution of fowls, rabbits, eggs, frcfli fitfli, frefli butter, S:c. brought over

;

Qccafioning difputes, fometimes, among friends and neighbours.

Theu* manufafture is fpinning their own wool, knitting ftockings of it, and weavinf^

it into cloth, which ferve tor the cloathing of many of the inhabitants, who are by their

fituation, the fons and daughters of God's providence ; and accordingly are other-

wife cloathed and fupplied out of wrecks, lent in by the fea, the fpoils of their rich

neighbours.

Cod, nshe fram'd ihe whole, the whole to blefs,

On mutual wants, built mutual haj-pinel's.

Pope's ESSAY.
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Of the Off-IJIands.

ABOUT a mile fouth weft of the fouth part of St. Mary's garrifon lies St. Agnes,

illand, otherwife called the light houfc; ifland, upon which (lands a very high and ftrong

light- houfe, fcen in the night at a great diftance, by which fliips going out of, or coming

into the two * channels, avoid falling in with the rocks, lying thicker about this ifland,

than any other of the Scilly iflands. It is alfo of ufe to all coafting veflfels, crolTing the

channels. There is nothing particular in the foil of this ifland, different from the reft

of the iflands, (being in that refpedt very much alike) nor of the dwellings, or defcrip-

tion of places, except the hght-keeper's habitation and employment, a church, in ufe for

devotion, and fuch like.

The light-keeper has a falary allowed him by the trinity-board of 40 pounds a year^

and 20 pounds a year allowed to his afliftant, which whole funi, till the coming of this

laft light-keeper, (Capt. Clark) ufcd to be allowed to one perfon, without any'

afliftant. He is alfo allowed a dwelling-houfe, and a piece of ground for a garden by

the trinity-board,ashas been formerly the cuftom. And confidering hisclofe confine-

ment upon this remote ifland, and the care required here to keep a good light, more
than in other places, upon the EnglKh coafts, encouragement ought to be given to a

light-keeper, where our navigation, and the lives of His Majefty's fubjefts, are

the moft depending, by an augmentation, rather than a redudlion of his falary.

This light is kept with coals burning near the top of the light-houfe, which being laid

on in large quantities, and fometlmes ftirred with an iron rod, the ruddy heat and flame

are ftrongly perceived, through the glafs frames, furrounding it, at a vaft diftance upon

the fea
;

yet, before the coming of this prefent Ught-keeper, I have known it fcarcely

perceivable in the night, at the ifland of St. Mary, where it now looks like a comet.

And fome are of opinion, (not without reafon) that in the time of the former light»

keeper, it has been fuftered to go out, or fometimes not lighted.

It is fupplied with coals by an annual fliip which comes freighted on purpofe. The
hire of the carriage of which coals to the light-houfe, from the fea fide, where they are

taken out, is an agreeable benefit to the poor inhabitants. The top of this light-houfe,

(from whence, in the day-time, I have taken a view, 50 or 60 feet from the high ground

which it ftands upon) commands a very wide, and remote profpeft, upon the neigh-

boui"ing feas.

What is further remarkable concerning this ifland, is, that by its fituation, next to

the numerous weftern rocks, more wrecks of fliips are fent in here by the fea, than to

any other of the Scilly iflands ; which make the inhabitants of it fome amends for their

forlornnefs of abode. St. Warna, (by fome called Sanfta Wauna) whom thefe people

invoke, as their benefa£tor, in times of diftrefs, is fuppofed to be inftrumental in fend-

ing thefe wrecks, and of directing andprefiding over their good fortune.

About the middle of this ifland there is a cavity of fmall depth, funk in the earth,

confecrated to the memory of this faint, or holy fpirit; in honour and gratitude to whom,
feveral of the inhabitants pay their annual devotions at the place, on the day after

twelfth-day, cleaning it out, and ufing certain fuperftitious ceremonies in their thankf-

giving ; which being ended, they make a general feafting and rejoicing throughout

the ifland.

• Britifli andBiiftoI.

Of
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- OfTrefcoIJland.

ABOUT three miles and a half northerly of the mofl: northern part of St. Agnes
iOand, or two miles northerly from St. Mary's key, liestheiflandof Trefco, the capital

town of which is called Dolphin, (probably from Godolphin) confiding of a church,

and about half a fcore ftone-built houfes, after the manner of thofe built in St. Mary's
ijland. And near the landing-place of Trefco, in fight of New Grimfby harbour,

ftands a dwelling called Trefco Palace. This formerly ufed to be a houfe of refort for

mafters of Ihips, and ftrangers coming to this ifland ; but the cuflom has fome time

been altered to a houfe of better accommodation, inhabited by Mr. Samuel Blyth,

farther up the ifland. Hereabout are feveral fcattered ftonebuilt houfes inhabited by
labouring people.

Dolphin Town afore-mentioned, is fituated next the fea, towards the eafl; part

of the ifland, about half a mile diftant from the landing-place, on the oppofite '{hore.

The inhabitants live in this ifland after the manner of thofe defcribed in St. Mary's,
this being the next inferior ifland in trade, and reputation of inhabitants. More
wool is fpun here, and cloth and (lockings made than in St. Mary's, or any of the other

iflands.

Upon the north part of this ifland are to be feen the ruins of an old caflle ; a little
'

to the fouthward of which ftands a very high ftrong caflle built by Oliver Cromwell,
commonly called Trefco Caflle, and lately repaired by Mr. Tovey. This caflle com-
mands the pafTage into New Grimfby harbour, if men and guns were put into it, and
will keep out privateers, and fecure fliipping there at anchor.

Upon another part of this ifland is a block-houfe, which, when fitted up, commands
the harbour of Old Grimfby.

Samphire, of an extraordinary kind, is produced here, and in other of the OfF-
Iflands, in abundance, and is ufed both for diflilling and pickling. The method of
preferving it for pickling, at any time, is, by putting it into fmall cafks, and covering
it with a flrong brine of fait and water, which changes it yellow ; but vinegar reftores

it's greennefs in pickling. Being preferved after this manner, it is fent in fmall caflvS

to diflant parts for prefents.

In the year 1744, as a mafon was repairing an old houfe in this ifland, a fum of king
Charles's half crown's were found hid in the walls by a deceafed dweller ; the number
of which appeared to be about 500. The workman was taken into cuflody by the
agent, who promifed him a (hare to difcover the number he had found, but he had fenfe

enough to keep the whole prize to himfelf.

Of St. Marfm's I/land.

ABOUT two miles from the northermoft part of St. Mary's, or one from the
caflermofl part of Trefco, lies the ifland of St. Martin ; upon the exti'emity of which
at the outermofl part, (lands a day-mark, next the coming in of Crow Sound, appearing
at a diftance, as confpicuous by day, as the light houfe upon St. Agnes, but is not
altogether fo high and large. It is built with rock-flone, equally round next the
bottom, and tapering upwards. This ferves to dire^ vefTels crofGng the channels, or
coming into Scilly.

5 c 2 Of
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Of Brycr IJland.

ALMOST half a mile from the weft fide of Trefco iflund, to the weftward of the

landing-place, lies the iiland of Brycr, which is inhabited by feveral families, fome of a

generous difpofition, and perfons of able circumftances.

Samphire, and many kinds of medicinal herbs grow here, as in feveral of the other

iflands, where they are gathered in their proper feafons.

The fea-birds, in all thefe illands, are looms, gannets, herons, herinfliaws, gulls, fea

pies, mericks, &c. The land birds, puilins, fnipes, woodcocks, ducks, widgeon, teal,

wild gecfe, wild fwans, cawillys, pinnicks, curloes, &c. in winter ; befides the common
birds, larks, linnets, black-birds, thrufhes, gold-hnches, kites, hawks, owls, &c. all

the year. Fiih are taken off here, and brought in ; as they are likewife taken about this

ifland for ferving the other illands.

Here is a church, in which the people pray for a fupply of their wants: the teacher

belonging to which is a fiflierman. His brother teachers in the churches of St. Agnes,

Trefco, and St. Martin, are fifhermen alfo.

Among all thefe iflands, (including St. Mary's) every man's fmall boat is his principal

dependance, whereby he provides for the fupport of his family. Perfons, who are not

in ch"cumftances to become feparate owners of thefe fmall boats, join their ftiares of

expence in building them, and fo reap the fruits of their feveral induftries, in partner-

fhip, according to the number of perfons concerned ; which are from two to half a

dozen, or upwards. There is but one boat-builder upon the illands, viz. Mr. John
Coufins, who hves in St. Mary's, and builds at feveral prices, from five pounds to twenty,

or upwards ; exclufive of the expence of mafts, fails, rigging, and other boat furni-

ture, differently required. And amongft thofe who are feparate, or joint owners of

boats, there is an emulation of out-building, out-failing, and out-braving one another.

It is by thefe boats here, as by bred horfes for fwiftnefs, in England ; fome going fafter

than others, though equal care is taken in the building of one, and breeding of the

other. The mafter-gunner's boat is the largeft, and reckoned the beft belonging to the

iflands for freight and fpeed, either upon a wind, or before it ; and is the fafeft to fail

in about the iflands, or for crofling the feas to England. The agent's is the next fleet

racer, carrying weight in proportion to its inches. There are other fleet racers of

note exceUing upon, or before a wind ; but the cuftom-houfe boat, carrying a light

weight, is beft at giving chace with all winds ; though by the management of its guide,

and not ftarting fair, it is fometimes diftanced.

There are feveral ftore-houfes at Hugh-Town, in St, Mary's, in which the agent lays

up, and fecures the property of the lord proprietor of the iflands, taken out of wrecks,

or otherwife belonging to his lordfliip.

Befides the places already defcribed upon St. Mary's ifland, there are thefe, viz.

Mount HoUis, Buflcr'sHill, Down Deny, Carn Thomas*, Carn Guarvil, Carn Lee,

Perlo, Harry's Walls, Salley Key, Trimulethin, Mount Flaggon, Banfcaron, Carn
Morvel, Tolman, Giant's Caftle, Newfoundland, Toll's Ifland, &c. which require

nothing very particular to be faid about them, the fituations of moft of them may be

feen in the map.
The fudden fogs, fo common in Scilly, though never unwholfome, partly anfwer to

the ufe of rain j which yet is feldom wanted here.

* Cam, fignifies in Cornifli, a heap of rockj,

Thefe
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Thefe iflands have a natural ufe in their fituation, by caufing an indraught betwixt
them and the land's end of CormvuU, whereby fhips going from one channel to the

other, the more readily crofs tlie two tides, dircdly going out or coming in, at the

mouth of both the channels.

The direft courfes of the main-tide coming in, being thus greatly broken and di-

verted crofs-ways, a little before its entrance into both channels, is in a great mea-
fure prevented rufliing dircdly upon the extremity of the land of Cornwall, and from
encroaching thereby, in a larger degree, upon the prefent bounds of that county.

Of the Inhabitants.

THE number of people upon the ifland of St. Mary are about feven hundred, in-

cluding men, women, and children ; and about as many in the iflands of Trefco,

8t. Martin, Bryer, St. Agnes, and Sampfon ; in the laft and fmalleft of which in-

habited iflands, lives but one family, which goes to the places of worfhip in the other
iflands ; here being no opportunity of public devotion, nor of communication, but by
the means of a boat.

The men are loyal fubjefls, endowed with much natural ftrength of body and mind,
giving proofs of their fortitude in bearing fatigues and hardfliips; are very good feamen
and pilots ; and want only an opportunity of education to render themfelves more ufeful

fubjefts.

The women are very dextrous in the ufe of the needle, and alfo in talents of good
houfewifry ; nor do they want beauty, and other engaging qualities to recommend
them.

The children, or youth, difcover very forward capacities for improvement, which,
for want of fchools of education here, they are fruftrated in and loft. In the iflands

of Jerfey and Man, fchools are not only endowed for the education of youth; but
libraries alfo for public inftruftion. Which noble benefits being as much wanted and
defired in Scilly, it is hoped, that, among fo many generous benefadors, abounding -

in wealth and public fpirit in England, the fame good ends will be accomphlhed by
them in thefe iflands.

Of the Government.

Mr. HEYLIN, in his geography, printed in the year 1674, and editions before

that time, is miftaken in what he fays, " that thefe iflands are ordered for civil mat-
ters, a? a part of Cornwall, and for military to the power of their own Governor, or
Captain, fubordinate to the Lord Lieutenant of that county." For they were granted

by patent from the crown, before the time he mentions them to be governed after

that manner, to proprietors, who had alfo the power of the civil jurifdidion, as here-

after is fhewn. And the proprietors being fometimes governors, had likewife then

the military power by commiflion, independent of the Lord Lieutenant for the county

of Cornwall, except when he was alfo governor or proprietor of Scilly. But, in times,

before any troops refided upon thefe iflands, Mr. Heylin's afl!ertion may be true, as

is alfo what he farther aflerts, " that they were alfo fubordinate in the tin trade to the

Lord Warden, and court of ftanneries in Cornwall ; an officer and court eredled for

the benefit and regulation of the tinners, who, by reafon of their employment in the

mines, have many privileges and exemptions more than other fubjeds j but of late

are limited and reftrained by ads of parliament." Thus far Dr. Heylin.

The
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The Itarned do£tor Gibfon, (the late bifliop of London) in his annotations upon
Camden's Britannia, anno 1695, obferves, that St. Mary's ifland in Scilly had a town

called by that name : that the ifland was about eight miles in compafs ; and that near

the town is a good harbour for fliipping, in a fandy bay, wherein is anchoring at fix,

feven, and eight fathom water. That at the going in, rocks lie on either fide. That

the faid ifland had antiently a caftle which yielded to the force of time. But that Queen.

Elizabeth, anno 1 593, built a new one, with firong ravelins, and named it Stella Maria,

both in refpeft of the ravelins, which refemble the rays of a ftar, and the name of the

ifland. And for defence of which ifland flie there placed a garrifon, under the com-

mand of Sir Francis Godolphin ; and this when the Spaniards, called in by the leaguers

of France, began to neftle in Little Britain. This account of St. Mary's Ifland, which

i find to be true, thwarts Dr. Heylin's opinion, as to its government, by the time of

rebuilding the faid caille, when the command of the garrifon was given to Sir Francis

Godolphin, who is farther contradidled by that honourable perfon's being poflTefled of

the civil power, before the rebuilding of the faid caftle. For before he had conferred

on him the honour of knighthood, lie had a grant of the Scilly iflands for 38 years,

bv a patent, or indenture, bearing date the 14th of December, in the thirteenth year

of Queen Elizabeth, as appears by my recital of the authorities of that grant, from the

dole rolls, (kept in the chapel of rolls, in Chancery-lane, London) to be referred to in

the following hifliory. The date of which grant, anfwering to the ye~ar of our lord,

1 57 1, is 22 years before the year 1593, when St. Mary's caftle was built, and there-

fore thefe iflands had been many years under a feparate jurifdidion befoi-e the year 1674,

or even 1600, the time at fartheft when Mr. Heylin fays they were fubjeft to the civil

power, as a part of Cornwall, under the lord lieutenant of that county. The firft grant

of Scilly ended anr.o 1609. The next grant was made in the fecond year of King

James the firft to Sir William Godolphin, for 50 years after the expiration of the lall

term; the prefent term ending in the year 1659. The third grant was made in the

twelfth year of King Charles the firft, to Francis Godolphin, Efq. fcr 50 years after the

expiration of the former term, whereby his term ended in the year 1709. The fourth

and laft gi'ant was made in the tenth year of King William the third, to Sidney lord

Godolphin, for 89 years, after the expiration of the laft term to Francis Godolphin,

Efq. and being granted (like all the reft) to his heirs and fucceflbrs, the prefent Earl of

Godolphin has an inheritance of thefe iflands till the year 1798, when his term, and
that of hisfucceflTors, will expire.

On the laft Saturday of every month, afTemble the Court of Twelve, at the court-

houfc, in Church-Town, where caufes are heard and determined, by authority delegated

to twelve perfons, and a prefiding military officer, as magiftrate, who direft the go-

vernment in all the iflands. The exceptions to their determinations are, caufes touching

herefy, treafon, man's life, or limb, property of land, and matters and offences on the

fea, touching fliips ; which laft belong to the determination of the high court of admi-

ralty. And appeals of this ifland court are made to the lord proprietor, in matters

which are i'pecial ; who diredts the juftice in the iflands.

Next to the magiftrate, whofe judgment is deemed of weight in the feat of juftice,

fits the agent, (now Mr. Thomas Smith) who holds the balance. The reft in order

src ufually, the chaplain, colleQor, commifliiry of mufters, and feven other of the

principal inlanders ; who are choftn at the rclinquiftiing, or dcceafe of any one of them,

by the majority of the furvivors of that affembly.

The pcrion, who performs the church fervice at this ifland, is a chaplain, (but by
feme called the minifter) who has neither inftitution, nor indu^ion to this benefice,

1 o nor
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nor vifitatlon from the bifhop ; but being bred a man of learning at one of the two uni-

verfities, and failing in the church preferment which he was intended for, (as a redor

of fome parifli) he obtains the performing of church offices in St. Mary's iiland ; for

which office he is allowed a hand fome falary by the lord proprietor, amounting, with

the furpiice fees, and a houfe allowed him to dwell in, to a good benefit. The
tithes of the iilands are all the proprietor's, as fet forth in the fevaral grants in this

liiflory.

The keys of the church are delivered to this gentleman, by the agent, when he is

prefented to his office, and refumed on any incapacity, or unfitnefs for his duty ; as was

lately the cafe of a gentleman cntrufled with the church-office here, who over-iludied

himfelf in myfleries of religion ; and at laft went bcfide himfelf about what is pafl human
comprehenfion to know.
The chaplain of St. Mary's vifits the ifland of Trefco, at eafter, where he gives a

fermon, and is very generoufly received. He performs his offices at chriflenings, wed-

dings, and the lord's facrament for thefe iflands, at the other times, in St. IMary's

ifland, where he refides. The ofi-iflanders in general come over to him for thofe purpofes.

The four ofF-ifland teachers, who are fifhermen, are appointed by the agent to read

prayers, and preach in their refpetlive churches (of Trefco, Bryer, St. Martin's and

St Agnes,) according to the doctrine of the church of England. They are men chofen

for their exemplary morals, and are no ill grace to the pulpit. Their reward is their

reputation, in which they endeavour to excel ; and they praftife goodnefs for efteem.

What is farther remarkable of thefe ofT-ifland clergy, they take no furpiice fees, nor

require any.

The fpiritual court of Scilly, is the ducking-chair, at the key-head, into which of-

fenders (in language or morality) are put, by the order of the Court of Twelve, and re-

ceive their purification in holy, or fait water.

In the Ifle of Man, fcandal and falfe report are punifhed by putting the offender's

tongue into a leather noofe, expofed to view upon a fcaffold ; where the offender having

flood for fome time, at the taking off this machine, (called a bridle to the tongue)

the party is forced to repeat three times, " tongue, thou haft lyed j" and fo fland

«pon record.

Thus the diflinft branches of power (unperplexed with Magna Charta) are improved,

as the flream of a fountain refines, and improves, by defcending over particular foils,

and imbibing the qualities of them.

The inhabitants of Jerfey, and for the fame reafons thofe of Scilly, cannot be fued

in any of the courts of Weflminfler, for any matter or caufe arifing within the fame
;

Scilly, as well as Jerfey, being a diftindt jurifdiftion ; one under the diredion of a lord

proprietor, as the other is under that of Bailley.

In the latter days* of King Edward I. and throughout the weak reign of Edward 11.

a great breach was made in the jurifdidion of Jerfey, by itinerant judges going thither,

peftering the poor inhabitants with quo zcarranios, not only calling public grants and

privileges in queffion, bat alfo private men's properties, to their farther vexation, in

remitting them to the King's Bench till the fifth year of Edward III., when they

were reftored, by petition, to all their former rights granted by King John, and

confirmed in the fame, with other franchifes and immunities, by a new and general

charter.

From Jerfey, appeals may be made to council-board in matters of civil pfoperty, above

the value of 300 livres Tournois ; but not admitted for lefs value, nor yet;in intc»locu-

* iiift. of Jerfey.

tories
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tones, nor in criminal caufes, which are judged there without appeal. And herein

K fhewn how infringements may happen in refpect of the grants privileging in Scilly,

which feme have thought fit to difpute.

The punifhments in Scilly are fines, whipping, or ducking out of hand. And it is

obferved, by the effed of thofe laws, that the people here are reflrained from com-

mitting offences, without feeling convi£lion by the ruin of their properties. Here is

no prifon for the confinement of offenders, which fliews, that the people live upright

enough not to require any, or that the place is a confinement of itfelf.

It is remarkable, that no venomous infedts or creatures harbour in thefe iflands. And
that attorneys, or {lierift''s-officers, never fliew their faces among thefe people, who live

by their own diftind property and induftry. The place is alfo clear of robbers, houfe-

breakers, and highwaymen, fince if any were difpofed to fet up thofe trades here, the

limits of their fituation would render it next to impoffible for them to efcape the hands

of judice.

Conftables, overfeers, and church-wardens, are yearly chofen to ferve their refpeftiva

offices in the five inhabited iflands of St. Mary, St. Martin, St. Agnes, Trefco, and

Bryer, which are like fo many diftinft pariflies.

The Hole in the garrifon is the military prifon, and a difmal hole it is ! for by it's

contrivance clofe under a hill, the moifture upon the face of the ftone walls runs down
continually ; and the bottom of a well, to lodge in, might challenge equal fafety and

accommodation ; though fome foldiers have been forced to pafs their time in forrow

here three months, or more.

The inventor of this damp prifon moft certainly inverted the defign of Perillus's

brazen bull, for fhutting men up, and drying them to powder by a fire made under

it, which Phalaris the tyrant being fliocked at, ordered the firfl: experiment to be made
upon the contriver, Perillus, Ncc Lex ejl jujlior ulla, qitani necis artifices arte perire fud.

Nothing is jufter, than that every contriver of mifchief fhould fuffer by his own inven-

tion. This chill punifliment, or confinement, (inflead of a dry lodging) is at the ha-

zard of the prifoner's Umbs, or life, till a court-martial, or farther punifliment can

be had. But Mr. Tovey has lately altered this prifon much for the better. Whereas

it is expreffed by the articles of war, that an officer or foldier under arrefl fhall be brought

to trial within eight days at fartheft from the day of his confinement, here being in Scilly

not officers fufficient for holding one, and no certain means of a paffage betwixt Scilly

and England, for procuring one elfewhere, an officer or foldier under arreft mult fuffer

feveral months imprifonment before he can be heard, if his cafe fliould be juft. Thus

a late officer was confined to this room for fome months, for refufing to do what he ap-

prehended he had no authority for, without 'written orders, which were denied him
;

that is, he would not compel the iflanders by force, to affifi: him in prcffmg hands

for a man of war out of a m.erchant fliip in the harbour, or help him in fuppreffmg

a quarrel betwixt the crews;' which confinement, it is fuppofed, was the caufe of his

death.

The coin is of the fame kind and value here with the current coin of England, ex-

cept the Irifh half-pence, which are the only change in the iflands for filvcr, not intrinfic

value, but of fmaller fize than the Engliffi half-pence, and are not current elfewhere.

Thefe halfpence were firft introduced by Irifli traders hither, (fome of Wood's
agents employed by their honefl proprietor.) At which time, an inhabitant or two,

more avaricious than honefl, favouring the impofition, made a confiderable purchafe

of them by weight, (fome fay at the rate of about one third currency) and fo ttocked

the iflands.

1
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The filvcr and gold coin of late brought here was principally for the payment of the
king's works, by which the iflanders were benefited in the circulation of fome thoufands
of pounds among them, received of the workmen for provifions and nccclTarics

;
part

of which workmen were foreigners from England, and about a third of them were their

own people. The other money circulating here, is chiefly from the payment of the
king's forces, (who arc paid every two months, by the commanding officer) and alTo

from fliips putting in ; by which their flock of money in trade upon the ifland differs,

according to the vifits they receive from foreigners, depending on uncertain accidents

and occafions.

The foldiers are quartered about St. Mary's, in farmers and fifhermens houfes, at

four-pence per day ; except a very few living in barracks in the garrifon, who defire to

provide for thenifelves.

The inhabitants in this country are not only contented with quartering the foldiers at

four-pence per day, but fome apply to the commanding officer to have them quartered

upon them for expending their common ifland provilion, (fifh and potatoes) and turn-

ing it into money.

Though molt of the private are public houfes, where liquor is fold, without licence,

all over the iflands, as well as in Hugh-Town, they do not hold thenifelves obliged

to quarter an officer, or accommodate him according to his rank, as being thought an
inconveniency ; who is therefore obliged to hire a houfe, to live in, at a confiderable

expence, by making an interefl with the agent or people to get one.

The iflanders pay neither land-tax, malt-tax, or excife. They having no hereditary

land in any of the iflands, nor land that can be purchafed; and are backward in building

houfes at their own expence, and improving their land upon leafe, for thereafons be-

fore obferved. If any do build houfes, which is but feldom undertaken, the property

of thofe houfes, at the end of about 2 i years, or perhaps 30, (the utraoft time allowed

for poflfefTion) goes to the proprietor of the iflands.

As there is no iflander a freeholder in Sciily, fo no perfon has a vote there for choofing
members of parliament, nor are thefe iflands reprefented by any ; which fliew that

they are no part of the county, or county-jurifdidion of Cornwallj but are diftinft from
both, under a feparate government. Some of the iflanders can vote in choofing mem-
bers for Cornwall by their purchafe of freehold eflates there.

In time of divine fervice, money is colleOied at church in St. Mary's, for the benefit

of the poor, who are bound to pray for the generous mafliers of fhips, and other

flrangers, who contribute largely to their happinefs. And fome, at this time, are very
liberal to the poor's box, who dwell in this ifland.

The time of the greatefl: fcarcity here is in the months of February and March,
when the ifland-0ock, laid in, but in part, by the common people, now deceived in

their hopes of veflels putting in with farther fupplies, is almoll expended ; and when,
perhaps, a paflTage to England has not happened in three months. But fbme perfons

of better circumftances, and forefight than thefe, and not trufling to providence, beyond
their forefight given, lay in a flock of foreign neceflaries, fufficient to guard againfl; all

difappointments ; out of which flock they fupply their neighbours at a good advantage

to themfelves j and the occafions of fome who can afford to pay for their negligence,

in not ufing their own forefight.

The cattle, fowls, fheep, hogs, &c. in the iflands, moftly the property of the upper
people in the country, and not of the common inhabitants or traders in the towns, the

latter in time of fcarcity, are therefore little benefited by them, then fold at high prices

by the owners, referving them for the firfl top market at flrangers coming in. But the

VOL. II, 5 D poorer
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poorer fort of inhabitants never want a fufficiency of fifli and potatoes, (their cotiimon

ibod) nor yet of beer and barley bread, which abound throughout the iilands. The
greatefl: fcarcity among the middling fort of people, is the want of common defirable

luxuries ; but are never fo reduced as failors are often on board of fliips at fea.

However moft of the ifland-inhabitants are very hofpitable and generous in their time

of plenty.

They expofe their lives to great hazards in venturing oft", in their fmall boats at fea,

to fave the lives of their fellow fubjefts and others, by affifting (hips in diftrefs. Some-
times they fave the people, together with the fliip and cargo; fometimes the people

only ; and fometimes part of the cargo, when the people and veffel are loft. But they

are fometimes ungratefully rewarded by the merchants for their falvage, who, of late,

finding a pretence for taxing fome with iiijuftice, paid the whole number ftiort of their

agreement made with the mafter of a cloth-wreck, as alfo of the ufual allowance made
in fuch cafes. This treatment reminds me of a true ftory of a rich clergyman in Eng-
land, crying out to be faved, at the bottom of a v/ell, into which he had fallen by
making a falfe ftep, by himfelf, at a chriftening, rewarding his deliverer, a poor mar^

going by, who heard his diftrefs, only with a ftiilling ; alledging, as an excufe for not

parting with his money, that his deliverer had hurt him ; which ingratitude occafioned

the poor man's reply, " that if his reverence was ever faved again, it fliould be by
God Almighty." But I am informed, that, in thefalvor's abridgment of the aforefaid

falvage, a Cornifh juftice or two were prevailed upon by the London merchants, to take

upon them the determination belonging to the court of admiralty.

The curtom-houfe of Scilly (taking notice of the duties on commodities brought to

the place) was erefted, in the time of Capt. John Grudge, about the year i6g6, who
then had there a company, and alfo the command as deputy governor. He obferving

fome abufes committed in fmuggling to England at that time, his reprefentation there-

of, occafioned the firft fettling of a cuftom-houfe, with its ofiicers, in thofe parts.

This gentleman was father to the prefent Mr. William Grudge, of SciUy, late commif-
fary of mufters there, whofe father John Grudge, Efq. of Cornwall, married Urfula,

fecond daughter cf Sir Francis Godolphin, according to the peerage of England, by
Arthur Collins, Efq.

Salutes, to his Majefty's garrifon, by fliips coming in, are frequently received ; and
as often returned by the order of the commanding officer. And by fliipping thus com-
ing from England, or abroad, the inhabitants of thefe iflands are furnilhed with news
and topics for converfation ; as well as feveral kind tokens of the gencrofity of thefe

flrangers, with whom they fometimes make very friendly acquaintance. All civilities

fhewn to ftrangers are returned with fignal marks of refpeft on board of their fliips in

the harbour, which continue there, fometimes, for fix weeks, or two months; during

which time and no other, St. Mary's ifland, and that of Trefco, appear like a country,

wake, or fair in England ; where you meet with jovial hearty fouls, and generous

friendfliip.

Of thsir Cujlonu.

Perfons of the middle rank are commonly addrefled by the tit^e of uncle, or aunt
fuch-a-one, either according to their chriftian or fir names; as aunt Sarah, aunt
Ginver, aunt Ghefin, aunt Gilliver, aunt Sherry, &c. Uncle Scaddin, uncle Ginver,.

uncle Frank, uncle Thias, uncle Sam, uncle Hicks, &:c. who are all perfons of fome
aote in the iflands.

Their
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Their ovens arc large iron kettles, or pots, which they whelm over things to be baked,

upon heated iron plates, or ftone hearth's ; at the lame time covering the outfidc of

thefe kettle-ovens with turf-firing, which is their ordinary fewel. Thefe kettle-ovens

fervc alfo for boiling ; fo that the inhabitants of Scilly may be laid to boil and bake in

the fame oven. Thus they bake their large loaves of barley-bread. And their wheat

loaves, and every thing elfe, arc baked here according to this method, as properly as

the common baking is done in England. Here are I'ome common ovens, but feldom or

never ufed.

Their method of brewing is pretty much the fame as in feveral parts of England,

except, as before was obferved, that they do not, in general, brew their malt drink

here info great perfection as there : few having as yet attained that art ; though a

family or two can boad of as good beer, or ale, of their own brewing as any in

England.

The common people mafli their malt with a piece of wins, or furs, in the mafH-tub,

to prevent the malt running out with the liquor, inftead of a bafket ufed by fome, for

that purpofe, which is a notable frugality.

At the chriftenings there is great feafling ; and the fponfors for the new-born are

greatly carefled by the aunts, (efpecially by the aunt-nurfe and midwifej many ftrange

things are rehearfed that happened in the times of their remembrance, when, by com-
paring notes, they agree, it is a good thing to marry, fmce, unlefs their forefathers

and mothers had fo done, they fliould never have met and known one another as true

friends and neighbours : then t'other glafs goes round, (approved by a nod of aunt

Sarah) to the next happy meeting on the like occafion. I'heir fpirits being thus ele-

vated, and their tongues fet a running, feveral deep and warm topics, which the prefent

occafion naturally furnilhes, are handled with great fluency ; which concludes the whole

ceremony.

Their marriages are performed without banns, or licence. And the chaplain's fee

for the ceremony is what he choofes to take ; a guinea, guinea and half^or more, ac-

cording to the hafte or defire of the couple to be married ; or as the chaplain and they

can agree. If they diflike the price, fixed by the chaplain, they are at liberty, he tells

them, to crofs the water to England, if they can tnake a cheaper bargain. But confi-

dcring the trouble and expence of fuch a voyage, they generally comply with his terms;

except when a couple go over to England, (^by advice of aunt Sarah) to keep the time

of their marriage a fecret.

About 50 years ago, it was ufual for thofe inhabitants, who defired it, to marry by

firft having their banns publiflied in the church at Scilly; for v/hich, and tying the knot,

the chaplain, in thofe times, was paid five fliillings, or not above half a guinea. But

if the banns were not aiked, nor defired that they Ihould, the cuftom was then, as at

prefent, for the chaplain to take what he could get. Soldiers and perfons, at that

time, not in circumftances to pay for being joined, either joined themfelves, or were

joiried gratis, i. e. they were joined by vows, or taking one another's word, which was

binding as long as they could agree. And this fort of confcientious binding was

obferved to hold as fafl, and be as good a fecurity of their future felicity, as if the parties

had been tied together with the facred flireds of matrimony. Their nuptials here are

ufually celebrated all the wedding-day with mufic and dancing ; concluding with the

bride's dance at night.

When an iflander dies, fome friends fit up thefirfl night with the dead body, where

it Is a cuftom w ith them to feafl chearfully during the time. The next day in the af-

ternoon the body is ufually carried to the ground, by fix or eight bearers, holding up

502 the
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the ends of napkins, drawn under the coffin on each fide of it, as they pafs along. Tiie

mourners fing chofen pfahns, during the time of proceflion, and exprefs very great

concern for the lofs of their friend, whom they lament is no more to be feen. A
funeral fermon, when defired on the occafion, is preached by the chaplain, who is well

paid for his performance, and claims by the right of his office a fcarf.

At Chriltmas time, the young people exercife a fort of gallantry among them called

•' goofe-dancing ;" when the maidens are drelTed up for young men, and the young men
for maidens. They vifit their neighbours in companies, where they dance, and make
their jokes upon what has happened in the ifiands, when every perfon is humoroufiy

told of their own, without offence being taken. By this fort of fport according to

yearly cuflom and toleration, there is a fpirit of wit and drollery kept up among the

people. The maidens, who are fometimes dreffed up for fea- captains and other officers,

dilplay their alluring graces to the ladies, w ho are young men equipped for that pur-

pofe ; and the ladies exert their talents to them in courtly and amorous addreffes

;

their hangers are fometimes drawn, &c. after which, and other pieces of drollery, the

fcene fhifts to mufic and dancing ; which being over they are treated with liquor, and
then go to the next houfe of entertainment.

The cuftom of goofe dancing was formerly encouraged by the military officers hving

in thefe iflands, who diftinguiflied themfelves by it among the ladies. They ufed to go
in party-coloured dreflts, half of one colour to the right and left, or above and below ;

exercifing drawn fwords, in their dancing, at the houfes, where they entered and re-

tired by procefTion of two and two. 'Ihere was a ferjeant Kite who afted his part in

company, which was repeating verfes in praife of a military life, and laughing people

cut of their money. At this time ferenades in the night were in praftice under the

windows of the fair iflanders, which at this day are not quite forgot.

They have a cuftom of finging carols at church on a chriftmas day, to which the con-

gregation make contribution, by dropping money into a hat carried about the church

when the performance is over ; which is amufing enough.

On a fhrove Tuefday each year after the throwing at cocks is over, the boys of this

ifiand have a cuftom of throwing ftones, in the evening, againft the doors of the dwellers

houfes ; a privilege they claim time immemorial, and put in practice without controul,

for finiftiing the day's fport. I could never learn from whence this cuftom took its

rife, but am informed that the fame cuftom is now ufed in fevcral provinces of Spain,

as well as in fome parts of Cornwall. The terms demanded, by the boys, are pancakes,

er money, to capitulate. Some of the older fort, exceeding the bounds of this whim-
fical toleration, in the dufk of the evening, fet a bolted door, or window-fliutter at li-

berty, by battering in breach with large pieces of rock ftones ; which fometimes makes
a job for the furgeon, as well as for the fmith, glazier, and carpenter. And the way of

making reprifal, in f ch cafes, is by a rope drawn acrofs the way of thefe mifchievous

and mafked batteries, by which they difmount their heavy artillery, making them afcend

oft their carriages, into the air, to return with their own weight.

Of kin to this cuftom in Scilly of throwing ftones, the boys at Exeter, in Devon,
have an annual one

(^
not fo hard) of throwing water; that is, of damming up the

channel in the ftrcets, at going the bounds of the feveral parifties in the city, and of

plalhing the wati r upon people paffing by : this I was convinced of in May 1 744, going

that v\ ay to Scilly. Neighbours, as well as ftrangcrs, are forced to compound hoftili-

ties, by giving the boys of each parifli money to pals without ducking ; each parifli af-

ferting its own prerogative, in this relped.

10 As
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As fupernition, and efpecially that of witchcraft, has prevailed in all places of the
Britifh dominions, fmce there was an ad of parliament ordained to punifh it, and fup-
port its belief, (till the abfurdity of that aft was wifely repealed) it cannot be expefted
that thefe iflands Ihould be quite free of fuch delufions. Some few here imagine, (but
moilly old women) that women with child, and the firft-born, are exempted from the
power of witchcraft ; and tell you a ftory of a bewitching woman, that bewitched a
man with blindnefs, who refufed her a pin : as women and men here, like thofe in

other places, are allowed to be concerned in the fafcination of one another ; and
about the time of aunt Sarah's childhood, (who is now wifely ftricken in years) fairies

are faid to have frequented Buffer's hill, in St. Mary's ifland ; but their nightly pranks,
aerial gambols, and cockle-fliell abodes are now quite unknown. And haunted houfes,
giants, and apparitions (fo terrible in Scilly fome years ago) are now, by application

made to the knowing men of Cornwall, all charmed, caft in a fpell, or conjured out of
the iflands.

As firft principles, education, and habit, are the foundation of future knowledge and
belief, it is no wonder that notions, inftiilcd by fuperllitious parents, nurfes, and other

fuch like teachers, fhould grow up into the inflexible tenets and opinions, they are found
to do in fome minds ; though thefe iflands are freer from fuperftition than many parts

of the Britifh dominions. Different religions, or modes of thinking and belief, are pro-

pagated and efliablifhed in different parts of the world from firfl: principles, education,

and habit, in the maintenance of which fome are enthufiafliical enough to expofe their

lives; though there is but one true religion, faith, or moral, proceeding from God, or
the voice of nature. Hence we obferve, that all thofe who deviate from the unalterable

dictates of God and nature, fall dircdly into the religious errors of this or that parti-

cular country, wherein they happen to be born, and are taught their various and un-
warrantable opinions from which the chriflian doQrine only is allowed to be exempt, ia

its primitive purity and revelation.

For modes of faith, let gracelefs zcatots fight

;

His can't be wrong, whofe life is in the right. Pope.

The ifle of man, defcribed by a late author, is faid to be fo much under the arbitrary

dominion of a certain prieflhood there, that the minds of the people are bound in fetters

of fuperftition, and enflaved by ignorance, to an uncommon degree, if what he fays be

true. For by his account they are taught to believe in the power of working mira-

cles, and the ifland is infefted with dasmons, apparitions, and witchcraft ; notions

which are not regarded in the iflands of Scilly, except by a very few of the old wom£iu
Mr. Dryden fays on this head

j

By education many are milled,
"* We fo believe, becaufe we fo are bred :

Tlie pritll continues what the niirfe begatj.

And iu the child impofei, on the liian.

For want of male praflitioners in phyfic, the few difeafes, and hurts, In thefe health-

ful iflands have, for thefe many years, laft paft, been remedied by a fociety of fkilful

aunts, conftituting a fort of college of phyficians in bcilly, of which aunt Sarah is

the head or prefident, whofe judgment, at a long confultation, is preferred to the reft,

and who is dril applied to in uU difficulties. When they affemble upon a woeful, del-

perate.
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perate, or doubtful cafe, they refign the patient to God and nature, while the attending

dottrefs provides a warm room, a nurfe, and fit neceffaries, which co-operate with un-

common fuccefs. Common difeafes here, not proceedinc; from luxury, lazinefs, and

intempcrat;ce, are cured by one of the fubordinate praditioners with a few funples,

without calling in the afTiltance and judgment of a fecond or third graduate.

They are all good botanids, and have added a great many herbs to their catalogue, as

alfo reduced many of the compounds of their difpenfatory. They infpetl not into the

motions of atoms, particles, and corpufcies, nor pretend to analyze fubftances, nor yet

to explain cohsefions and attraftions, denfities and rarifaftions, which to them is unin-

telligible jargon. They attempt not to anatomize matter, or account for its various

and wonderful effcfts upon other matter, aftuated by, or conftituting a confcious fub-

Oancc. I'he mode of nervous fenfation, and of mufcular motion are to them inexpli-

cable ; as are likewife the myileries of digeltion, tranfmutation, and nutrition; gene-

ration, gravitation, and cogitation. They aim not to difcover the feries of infinite

caufes, and their dependent eftefts ; but endeavour to excel in the experimental know-
ledge of their art. Their fyftems and hypothefes are to help thofe in diftrefs for pity's

fake rather than for profit. They have no ambition to be thought fagacious as conjurors,

by fignificant nods, ilirewd looks, and myfterious hard words, nor do they allume an

iiir of importance for the fake of a fee. Their whole art is delivered in plain and in-

telligible Lnglifli (like a famous modern treatife of operations in furgery) and their

lole view is to remove pain and procure eafe ; for the performance of which their

good uill and experience are their direftors ; as a treat or value for their medicines

is their only reward. And a fick ftranger, or iflander of circumflances, can feldom

prevail with them to accept of any prcfent till the cure is performed.

They have (lore of chemical and galenical medicines (like the brotherhood of foreign

coiicges) which are brought to thefe iilands by furgeons of merchant fliips and fhips of

war, who are fometimes apothecaries. The fimples and compounds of their difpenfa-

tory confilt only of fuch medicines as they have in the courfe of their praflice^ forfome

hundreds of years, found molt effettual in removing hurts and difeafes to which the

iflands are chiefly fubjecl, whereby they have retrenched their Materia Mcdica to a

very narrow compafs ; rejefting thofe medicines found of inferior cflfed: . They have

feme difguifed nofirums and fpecifics, the true fecrets of which compofitions are

depofitcd with their prefident. And the methods or medicines they prefcribe to their pa-

tients, they ifrictly purfue, or take themitlvc-'^.

They read no ledurcs in anatomy, nor underfland any of thofe technical tenns

;

being not brought up to Lathi and Greek ; nor do they puzzle thenifelves about fibres,

contextures, animalcula, prolific aura, ovaria, and fallopian tube. However they all

underfland, the nature of propagation, and the operation of midwifry, at which they are

all reckoned very fkilful artifts, to- whom the preient generation of Scilly are beholden

for their appearance in the world.

They have no human fkeletons to ff^ew the articulation of the bones, whether by
•Gomphofis, Sutura, or Gynglimus ; nor do they keep any Ruffed fkins of animals, whe-
ther of fiflies, beads, birds, or infcds, to fhew their judgments and apartments equally

wonderful ! but they direct the flipping in of a joint, joining a limb, by comparing it with

its fellow, at the fame time, applying lomething to eafe pain, and wrapping the parts up
till the cure is performed, or other judgment, if neceflary, can be procured. Wounds
are foon cured by their foft bandages and excellent warm ballams ; and all fwellings

ihcy quickly reduce by their comforting warm jjultices I very needful on fomc occafions

in thele remote iilands. Affwaging inflanmiation, laying open, and removing obllacies,

according
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according to proper methods, they leave the general work of healing to nature, whofe
art is wonderful. As to the prcfident, Mrs. Sarah Jenkins, (coninionly called aunt
Sarah) being a perfon of fingular fkill and circumRance, fhe does many ads of charity
and benevolence to the poor-diftrefled ; to which the reft of the younger fiderhood,
who are not a little amiable, contribute their parts.

The prefident is remarkable for her venerable long beard, which fome imagine ope-
rates miraculoufly to the benefit of thofe who llroke it. Her deputy in furgery, bleeds
draws teeth, &c. -

'

0/ Hi/lory.

Ships being fometimcs loft on the coafl. of Scilly, by the negleft, or mifconduct
of the feamen, efpccially in bad weather, the merchants and fome others, not always
made acquainted with the true caufe of thofe misfortunes, have an ill-grounded opinion
of the fituation of thcfe iflands, as well as a blind prejudice to the diladvantage of the
inhabitants ; not diftinguifhing that ihips are as liable to be loll on many other parts of
the Englifh coaft, if due care is not taken by the (liiiful mariner.

As to the Scillonians, whom a late * author has reflefted upon for their conduct to-

wards the merchant and perfons (hipwrecked on their coaft, they are certainly much
more known for their fervices to ftrangers, in fuch times of diftrefs, than the Cornifli,

or any other inhabitants on the coafts of England.

* For the vindication of truth, and reputation of thefe natives, I hers think myfelf obliged to take
notice of the concealed author of the pretended Teur through Great Britain ; who, in his falfc account of
Cornivall (vol. i, p 4.13, 414.) has made fo free vi'ith the charafters of thcfe people, and iflands that he
never faw, nor could polTibly be informed of, in fo unfaitliful a manner, except by the diftates of his own'
imagination.

He has aiTured the public that the foid " iflands lie fi.xty miles from the Land's End", which account is

more by thirty milts than the truth.

He tells us alfo of '' eleven fail of merchant fliips, homeward-bound (though fome from Spain) that

run bump a-fliore upon Scilly, and were loft ; which having a gicnt quantity of Bullion, or pieces of Eight
on board, the money frequently drives a-fliorc ilill, in good quantities ; efpecially after llormy weatlier.'''

This account he delivers only upon tradition, which is as probable as it is confillent. Yet in the next para-

graph he draws his concltifion upon the truth of the narrative : for, aflertnig his (lay " fcveral mornings
in Scilly, after it had blown hard in the night, this may be the reafon (fays he) that we obferved the fand.i

cohered with country people, running to and fro a-fiioring to ice what the fca had caft up of value."

Now I appeal to any perfon living, that ever was a fi'.ore there, whttlier this autlior faw the place? or
if this be the cafe ?

He then goes on to cliaraflerize tlie inhabitants, comparing them to the dwellers upon the coaft of Suf-

fex ; dealirig cruelties to ftrangers coming a fliore in diftrefs, and even among one another. Now, if fuch

outrages were committed in Scilly, as this traveller (much at home) has peremptorily afierted, the perfons

vefted with the aifthority of the civil and military power in thefe iflands, mull be guilty of the greater

o3ence to fuffer it ; efpecially as thcfe iflanders, in all cafes of tumult or Infurreflion, are immediately

under the command of the gartifon. So that whatever cruelties may be committed on coalls where ar> im-

mediate controling power is not at hand, it is impoffiblc for fuch to happen on the coafts of Scilly, even if

the people's morals did not incline them to behave otherwife ; except the commanding officer, in the gar-

rilon, can be fuppofcd in the plot. Several mafters of ftiips, and their people, who, by diftrefs of weather,

have had the misfortune to be ftiipwrecked upon thcfe coafts, can ttftity to the contrary of what tills un-

merciful author lias leprcfented. They ran teftify the voluntary kind I'crvicesof the iflanders in the prefer-

vation of their lives, and lalvages of tluir (hips cargoes ; for which the) had reward from the i' nglllh, or

other merchants. And even, in the late war, their enemy, the French, acknowledged the generofity and
benevolence of a few (iftiermen, who, at the extreme iiazard of their own lives, delivered the diftrefted

Frenchmen from periftiing among the wellern recks, in a vcffel they had taken from us, and brought in

there by mifchance : fur which re-capture they received ample reward from the London merchants, (as iu

the text, farther on, I have obferved) though thcfe iflanders, to their great difcouragement, are fometimcs •

JQightcd, or rather ill rewarded, by the merchant, for ihofe fervices.

If
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If a fhip is not acquainted with the going at Scilly fhe muft hoift her colours,

and fire a gun for a pilot, when one or more will prefently come oif to carry her in,

even in very bad weather. And fo vigilant are all pilots in Scilly upon every fuch

emergent occafion, that boats will put off from different parts of the iflands at

the fame time, running the greated: hazard, endeavouring who Ihall firfi: lay her aboard.

The pilots are paid from one guinea to five, and upwards, according to the weather,

and the hazards they run in going off; and likewife of the value of the fliip and cargo,

which they bring in.

Sir Cloudefly Shovel, a native of Morion, near Clay, in Norfolk, after arriving to

high honours in the fervice of his country, was loft near thefe iflands, upon the Gilfcon

rock, returning from Toulon, Odlober 22, 1707, and not upon the Bifhop and Clarks,

as by fome have been reprefented. It was thick foggy weather, when the whole fleet

in company, coming fas they thought) near the land, agreed to lye-to, in the after-

noon ; but Sir Cloudefly, in the affociation, ordering fail to be made, farfi (Iruck in the

night, and funk immediately. Several perfons of dillin£tion being on board, at that

time, were lolt
;

particularly the Lady Shovel's tv/o fons by her former hufband. Sir

John Narborough, with about eight hundred men. The Eagle, Captain Hancock Com-
mander, underwent the fame fate. The Rumney and Firebrand alfo ftruck and were

loft ; but the tv/o Captains and twenty-five of their men were faved. The other men of

war in company efcaped by having timely notice.

At the eaft part of St. Mary's ifland in Porth-hellic bay, the body of Sir Cloudefley

came a-fhore by the tide, after floating pafl: feveral rocks, and leffer iflands. Some re-

late he was firft found up a hatch, with a little dog dead by him, he endeavouring, by

tbat means, to fave himfelf. He is fald to have been taken up by a foidier belon;_;ing

to St. Mary's garrifon, who buried him in the fand at Porth-hellic. Being afterwards

fought, he was difcovered by the marks of his body, where he had been wounded, and

was removed from thence by the Purfer of the Arundel on board that fhip in the har-

bour, where he was embalmed by the order of the commander. His body was from

thence conveyed to Plymouth by the Salifbury, lying in ftate there, in the Citadel, till

Lady Shovel ordered the removal of it to her houfe, in Soho-fquare, London. It was
attended to the limits of the corporation by the mayor and court of aldermen with great

pomp and folemnity, the whole garrifon was under arms, during the time of proceflion,

and cannon fired by minutes, to pay the honours due to the memory of fo public a be-

nefactor. After the honours done him at Soho, with a folemnity deeply expreffmg his

Lady's and the public concern, his body was repofited in Weftminfler-abbey, among
the heroes of renown, where the fad memorable ftory is written upon his tomb-ftone.

His Lady is faid to have rewarded the foidier who firft found the body with a penfion

for iii'e.

It is from the near fituation of the Moor-Ground to this bay of Porth-hellic, before-

mentioned, that fome have imagined it a place fit for improving into a fafe harbour

for fliips, which they think might be done at a little expence ; and that there are other

places, at hand, fit for building velfels, ready to annoy the enemy, or for carrying on
trade. And by Sir Cloudefley's body coming a-flioreat this place fome fuppofe that it

pointed at fome future benefit to this country.

About Odober, in the year 1736, a fhip richly laden, called the Triumph, Captain

Crofs Commander, from Jamaica, for London, came a-fhore upon the weft part of

St. Mary's garrifon, in a violent ftorm, and ftriking near the Stevel Rock (fee the map)
went all to pieces, with her cargo a-float. The captain, carpenter, boatfwain, and mofl
of the crew were drowned, endeavouring to get a-fhore, with the feas running over

them;
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them ; but the furgeon, mate, and a few of the fcamen were providentially faved.
Some were lofl by attempting lo feciire part of tlic money, fome prcfervcd, with bags
•of it brought a-fliore, and others bruifed to pieces among the rocks. 1 he captain (being
Icnfible of his inevitable fate) reconimcnded the money to the care of the living, being
about 10,cool, fpecie. The rich furniture was fj;ved by the iflanders, as part of the
cargo, with a confiderable quantity of the money, which was divided among the falvors,

though the then commanding officer took proper fliare of it into pofleffion for the widow
of the dcceafed mafler. This accident is faid to be owing to the ill condud of the crew
intoxicating thcmfclves with rum, at coming into the foundings, and the thick weather,
by the account of thofe who efcaped.

About the year 1743, a Dutch Eaft-Indiaman, outward-bound, was lofl ofFSt. Agnes
in about 20, or 22 fathoms of water, with all the people. Their firing of guns, as
a fignal of their diflrefs, was heard in the night ; but none could give them aflllfance.

Many of their bodies floated a-fliore at St. Mary's, and other iflands, where they were
buried by the inhabitants. And fome were taken up floating upon the tide, and v/ere
buried.

A Dutch lady, with her children, and fervants, going to her hufband, an Eafl-India
governor, was prevented feeing of him by this unhappy accident. A diver thereupon
wasfent, by the Dutch merchants, to difcover and weigh the plate of confiderable va-
lue. But the tide running ftrong at bottom, and the fea appearing thick, the diver
could not fee diftinftly through the glafs of his engine, fo returned without fuccefs.

This wreck ftill remains as a booty for thofe who can find it.

The figure of the diving-engine (made of thick planks, bound together with iron
hoops, and headed at the ends) was a tapering-veffel in which the diver was plugged up,
with as much air as could be blown into it, with a pair of bellows, at the time of his
going down. His naked arms went out at a couple of round holes, next the biggefl
end ; being exactly fitted to them, wrapped round with neats'-leather to keep out the
water. Lying flat on his face, with his legs buckled down with ftraps to keep him fleady,
he looked through a piece of round glafs, fixed right before him, in the fide of the en-
gine, of about fix inches over, and two in thicknefs. Thus he defcended by the force
of weights fixed to the under parts of the engine. He carries a life-line in his hand,
which he pulls hard upon, when he feels too much preffure, or wants to be drawn up.
This engine is likewife fupported with hoops on the infide, to counter aft the preffure
of the water without, in great depths. The biggeft end of it, where the diver enters,

is made to take off, being fitted with crofs-bars and fcrcws, to fupport it, when duly fixed.

A plug-hold at the upper convexity, lets in frefh air when the diver is drawn up ; for at

being opened, the confined air rufhes out. This plug faves the trouble of taking off the
head of the engine, to give frclh air at each time of drawing it up.

Several wrecks are remembered coming a-fliore among thefe iflands, which would be
tedious to defcribe in all their difmal circumflances, and therefore I (hall add but little

more on the fubjed ; but fliall obfcrve that the people of Scilly are not fuch gainers by
wrecks as fome have imagined ; for of what they get out of the fea they only enjoy a
proportionable part for falvage ; the refl: belonging to the proprietor, or perhaps to the
merchants. And as there is a military command, and civil power in the iflands thefe
rights are duly looked after, for the perfons to whom they properly belong. What is

faved at the hazard of lives from the devouring of the fea, the falvors are, by right 'of

nature, as well as of reafon, entitled to a fliareof ; the prefent agents' bufinefs being
to diftribute juftice in that refpcft. A dead whale came a-lhore anno 1745 among the
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ofF-ifliinds, by which the inhabitants of Trefco, Bryer, &c. were benefited in the Sperma
C;i ti, lold for fix-penct per jjound.

Since the damage in 1744, to thefe iflands, by inundation, for want of proper banks

being kept up ayainft the low ground, the fame year a fire broke out by feme un-

known accident, in the middle of the night, on October 24, 177-, in the lower rooms
of the dwelling-houfe of Gilbert Leg, fnuated upon the high part of St. Mary's ifland,

called Mount Toddin ; the flames of which left only the walls of the houfe Handing

;

and confumed all the neceflaries that the poor fufferershad. One of their daughters

7Xi this time being in bed, in an upper apartment, who could not begot out, was burnt

to death, and found half confumed the next morning. The poor parents, with the reft

of their children, (miferal ly fcorchtd and bliltered, before they could quit the flames)

had juft time to elcape with their lives, and were aiterwards covered with great part of

a new fliin, by a furgeon, who happened to be prefent, in the iflands at the time of

the misfortune.

As the naked diflrefs, ^-c. of thefe poor fufFerers called for immediate charity and

aflillance, the benevoleixe of feveral perfons appeared vtry remarkable, in covering

their nakednefs, and furnifliuig them with neceflaries. 1 he (hip Phoenix was loft on

September 19, 1741;, upon the Gulf-Rock (before defcrlbtd) in a fleet, under convoy,

gomg from Scilly to the ifle of Wight, the men were then taken up, except two of the

iflanders iofl;. 'I'hisfliip was a re-capture from the French, taken by one of rheir pri-

vateers, near Scilly, coming from South Carolina, loaden with rice, when Irrench hands

being put on board with intent of carrying her to the next French port, was brought,

by miltake, amrng the rocks, where fome fifliermen of the iflands, obferving it, con-

duded her into St. Mary's road, under the command of the batteries. This was ef-

fefted by four fifliermen and a boy, who fmce have received a moiety among them of

loool. falvage; the fliip and cargo being valued at that fum by the London merchants,

behaving honourably in this affair. I'he lofs of other fliips has happened upon this

rock in the memory of perfons living; concerning the nature of which there are various

accounts. Son.e report its howling, by the waves or tides formerly rulhing through its

Cavities, (wlience it was called Wolf) which noife fome pretend was a fignal for mari-

ners to avoid it; but fifliermen in thofe parts being difturbed at the noife, filenced it.

upon
the bottom, without being able to aflign a caufe for its coming there ; and going to

make his enquiry, the weather changing of a fudden, and beginning to blow, the leas

beating over him, he could not inform hinifelf ; but vvas towed ofl^, with hisinitruments,

by a rope, calt from a boat at a diflance.

For the better fecurity of fhipping in the channel he propofed, to the Trinity Board,

the mooring of a buoy to this rock, in fuch a manner that it fliould fvving clear of the

rock, carrying a bell upon it, fo as to ring by the motion of the waves, and to give

notice of danger; but this jingling fcheme (of Buoy Bells, upon the Enj^lifli coafls

for ;dnrniing us) was not then accepted ; on a fuppofition, that the fifliermen (^not

approving the mufic) would remove the bells, when they catched no fifli.

At btnen Church-town, near the extremity of Cornwall, there is the bafe of an old

ftone column, belonging to a building which was taken up by fome fifliermen, at the

place of the Seven Stones (mentioned at the beginning)of about eighteen inches in height,

and three .feet diameter at the circular bafe. Befides which, other pieces of building,

and glafs windows, have been taken up at different times in the fame place, with divers

kinds
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kinds of utenfils; which circum (lances, put 'o^^ctlicr, pcrfuadc that, where the Seven
Stones now appear in the fla, it was formerly dry land inhabited; as it ir> not impro-

bable that the city called Lions Hood there, fpoken of by tradition, and that the faid

piecesof building and utenfils are a part thereof. Nor is it l.Ts probable, that there

was a trad of land called Lionefs, extendinjr itft'lf from the prefent Land's End
of Cornwall to Scilly, or beyond, which, according to tradition, was fwalllowcd by
the fea.

An ecllpfe of the fatellites of jupiter was obferved at Scilly, which being alfo obferved

at Greenwich, the difference of time betwixt the two meridians was found to be 26'

/o", which being turned into degrees (by allowing 360 to 24 hours) gives 6' 40'

for the difference of longitude between Greenwich and Scilly. The latitude of St. Ma-
ry's ifland was then obferved to be 49° 55' and that of the Light Houfe ifland 49*^

53' 3^"" '^"^^ Lizanl point of Cornwall and St. Mary's ifland I found to be nearly in

the lame parallel of latitude j bearing eafl and weft of each other.

A Propoful, or Bill, laid before the Parliament by Mr. William WbiOon, (April 25,

1716^ for the better DireBion and Prefervation of Ships uftng the BrifiJ}} Channel.

" Whereas it has been many years found, by fad experience, that not a few fhips

failing into the Britifli channel, have miffed of their true courfe, and unexpeftedly

fallen either into the Briftol channel, or among fome of the rocksof Scilly, not without

great delays and danger, and the lofs of many of them, of which Sir Cloudefley Shovel

and his fleet are a late difmal inftance ; and whereas the prefent Light Houfe on St.

Agnes ifland there, though otherwife very ufeful, is fo far from being always an effeftual

remedy in this caf.% that as Dr. Halley, who has nicely viewed that place, has obferved, it

is frequently not fafe to truft a fhip in the night, fince that very expe£lation feems often

to have occafioned the lofs of many fhips. It is humbly propofed, in order to the fecu-

rity of navigation in that dangerous fea, that a ball of light or fire be thrown up from
bt. Mary's, the principal of the iflands of Scilly every midnight, and three times more
every night, to be proportioned as the necefTitics of navigation fliall require. 1 hat the

mortar and ball be fuch as may afford light above a degree of a great circle, or fixty

geographical miles ; and the found heard above one third of the fame diftance, both

which we know from frequent experience may certainly be done. And that the pro-

pofer and his alTittants may be enabled, by a fmall duty upon the tunnage of fliips,

or otherwife, as to the vvifdom of the parliament fhall feem meet, to fet about the fame
defign immediately for the advantage of this nation, and tfie common benefit of mankind.

William Whiston."

As the commerce and profperityof this nation greatly dfpends upon the fkilful na-

vigation of fhips coming into the Englifh channel from the ocean, I have here, for

public benefit inferted the judicious direftions of the gentleman whofe name is under-

neath inferted, for the fecurity of homeward-bound fhips againfl the dangers of Scilly,

St. George's channel, or the French coaft, &c.

Captain Robert Bro-wr^s Diredions for homeward-bound Ships coming into the Englifly

Channel.

Firfl:, I recommend that all fliips and veffels, coming off the ocean, be fleered in a

parallel of latitude, not more nor lefs than 49 30 j keeping your lead going, endea-

5 E 2 vour
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vour to ftrike the ground in loo or 120 fathom water, which I call the outer-edge of

the Britifli bank or foundings; fteer from thence E. B. S. I S. in order to keep your

latitude by the compafs, till by your log you have run 80 leagues from the above found-

ings of 100 or 120 fathom eaftvvard ; then may you haul to the northward, and

make the land at pleafure. But if interrupted by clouds or hazy weather, fo that

you have miffed an obfervation for feveral days, whereby you cannot, with certainty,

determine your latitude ; in fuch cafes, if you come into foundings from tlie weftern

ocean, obferve, as before, to get ground if poffible, in 100 or 120 fathoms; which

obtained, keep your log and lead going every hour, fleering E. B. S. | S. till, by your

diftance, you have run from the aforefaid foundings 40 or 45 leagues, and fhoaled,

your water gradually leffening to 60 fathom ; then you may find it difficult to deter-

mine whether you are to the northward or the fouthward of Scilly ; for the foundings

on both fides I have often found to be pretty near alike.

Therefore to refolve this doubt, I recommend fleering a foutherly courfe from the

aforefaid diftance run, and depth of 60 fathom ; and as you fail to the fouthward yoa
will deepen your water from 60 to 70 and y^ fathom, which having done you may
depend on the Britifh channel being open, and clear from the danger of either running-

a-fhore on Scilly, or into St. George's channel ; too often the fate and cafe of fliips^

who, for want of fuch helps, are fometimes loft with the liveson board, or dangeroufly

bewildered.

When you have got the depth of 70 or 75 fathom aforefaid, immediately alter the

foutherly courfe to E. or E. B. S. till, by your diftance, you are fhot within Scilly

iflands, the faid places lying about fixty-two or three leagues from the weflcrn edge of

ihe Britifli foundings, then may you haul to the northward, and make the land as yoa
think proper. But, if you come from the fouthward, the coaft of Spain, Portugal, or

Bay of Bifcay, you muif be likewife careful how you come in with the channel

in thick weather ; for as you ftrike ground with your lead you will often find coaife

foundings ; and, if near Ulhant. gravel with fmall ftones, which ground is much fteeper

than the edge of the weftern bank : for if you come into your foundings with the

channel open, fteering to the northward to make the Land's End, Lizard, &c. in running

eight or ten leagues you will go from 100 to 75 or 70 fathom in the faid diftance ;

whereas, being to the weftward, you may run 20 or 30 leagues, and not make more
difference in your founding than aforefaid. So that, from what I have advanced, it

will be eafy to determine whether, you have the channel open or not ; a difpute

that has often puzzled the moft experienced mariners, and fkilful navigators, ufing thefe

feas.

However, I muft obferve, that fometimes, in the aforefaid foundings, I have met

with a ftrong northerly current, at the rate of about one mile an hour, which and about

J 7 degrees variation weft at this time, fiiould be duly accounted for, in order to keep

the true parallel of latitude afore-mentioned ; as likewife in fome fea-charts the latitude

of the Land's End, Lizard, &c. are laid down ten miles to the northward of their true

latitude. So that if thefe impediments are not all duly confidered, and allowed for, I

fay, from what I have already obferved, an error may be eafily contrafted, greatly en-

dangering the lofs of a fhip*.

» NoTS, That in coming up Channel, when abreaft off the Lizard, you will have 50 fathom water,

and off the Start Point 45. Tlic praflical mariner finding it diffiiilt to get ground in a ilorm, or hard

blowing weather, at 100 or 1 20 fathom, coming into channel, hemay follow the abofe rules, getting ground

at 80 fathom or his, by making proper allowance, according to the depth of water.

Thefe
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Thefe dircftions being carefully obferved, your latitude and diftance will be correiSted,

and a tolorablo knowledge of the fhip's pofuion may be inferred.

And I would alfo advife all (hips to be careful how they deal with the French coafl

;

for let the weather be as it will, after having run the diflance aforefaid, off the iflands of
Sciliy, then make bold with your own, in order to fliun falling in with the iflands of
Guernfey, Jerfcy, &c. which fo often ends in frightful circumftances of both fhips and
lives.

And laflly, obferve, that in founding a flream and to the weftward of Sciliy you will

find bluilh oozy ground; fo that when by your lead you have fuch ground, you may
be alTured where you are, and therefore fliape your courfe accordingly.

The inhabitants of Sciliy, feeling the effeds of their remote fituation, are folicitous of
improving their induftry,. in being enabled to fet up and carry on a fifhery in the
ifl;inds; promifing themfelves equal fuccefs with the inhabitants of Cornwall, or other
fubjefts ; their fituation for fuch an undertaking being inferior to none. Their hopes
areftillin having a drawback, or debenture, upon fait, allowed them, by authority of
parliament, like the ifland of Jerfey, whereby they would be enabled to fend their faked
fifli to market. But, in their prefent circumftances, not being able to pay the Englilh
duties on fait, till they can difpofe of their commodity, their fervice to their prefent ge-
neration is greatly retarded..

They cure molt of their fiih with French fait, purchafed for a low price. They ex-
ceed all others in the art of curing ling, which the Cornifh take off their hands, having
none fo good of their own ; who, by their county-intereft, I am told, hinder the pro-
motion of ihefe iflanders in the feveral branches of fifliery, for the lucre to themfelves.

There being no decked veflel, at prefent, belonging to the iflands, fit to put to fea in

bad weather, or upon emergencies, the inhabitants are the more perplexed in their

trade and fupply of convenient necelfaries. Nor can certain intelligence be given to

England, for want of a decked veflel, if an enemy fhould attempt to land. In tho
paflages betwixt England and Sciliy, made in the fmall ifland-boats, with the fea fre-

quently breaking over them, paffengers (like the iflanders) fhould be qualified to en-

dure wetting or the weather, like fo many ducks : for when the boat is half filled with
water, as it frequently happens, by the fea breaking in, the odds of finking to fwimming
are pretty confiderable. However, the boatman undertakes to empty the water with

his hat, or what comes to hand, without the lead concern ; though, notwithflanding his

bravery, he is fometimes glad to return from whence he came to look his friends once
more in the face ; for which he has but fmall time allowed him, A boat fometimes

fills, or over-fets, in being too defperate ; when the Captain and all his crew fteer di-

reftly to the bottom. An inftance of which fort happened to a boat going from Pen-
fance to Sciliy fome time ago, when they took their departure from IVIounts-bay ; but

were never heard of fince. And misfortunes of this kind are too frequent among the

iflanders in going from one ifland to another,, by which accidents at different times thefe

iflands have been very much unpeopled. A imall floop, in the poflTeflion of the agent,

though a bad failor, and chiefly in ufe for his own affairs, afforded fome conveniency to

thefe iflanders j but going over to England, in the beginning of the year 1 745, in a de-

cayed condition, was broke up at Penfance for firing ; there being no decked veffel be-

longing to the iflands ever fince.

A clergyman, of learning and capacity, lived in thefe iflands a few years ago, by whom
many of the youths were greatly benefited, and improved in their education, when the

iflanders ia general received uncommon advantage in their literature and morals ;' feve-

ral
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ral of whom have fince rifen to preferment in England, and become very ufeful mem-
bers of fociety.

Monumental bifcriptions in the Church and Church-Tard cf St. Mary's I/land, in

Scilly.

To the memory of Frances the wife of Jofeph Tlunkins, of Gatherly, in the parlfli

cf Lifton, in Devonfliire, governour of the iflands of Scilly.

She was the daughter of Robert Lovy^s, of Beardon, in the parifh of Boyton, in

Cornwall, Efq.^ died the 30th day of March, 1657, about the 46th year of her age.

Elcft foul, thy race is run whllll we bcliiiid

Stiive for that crown which thou, prtpar'd, didft. find,

In Lhrill, for thee, here (hall thy body rtft,

Till wilii thy foul it be for ever blell.

Here lieth the body of John the fon of Thomas and Mary Ekins, of the ifland of

Scilly, who was born the 16th of February, 1670, and died the 4th of November,

1675, No7i moriuiis .fed dorm'it.

Here lies the body of Peter Rattenburgh, late commiflary of this ifland, who dl-jd the

4th of May, anno domini 1709, and in the 67th year of his age.

The law of kindncfs was in his heart, and
Truth and jiilbVe in his lip and life.

Here lieth the body of Elizabeth the daughter of Peter and Hannah Rattenburgh,

who died March 2?, anno dam. 704, in the 20th year of her age. Alfo the body of

Robert Rattennurgh, who died March 24, aged fix years and five months, anno dom.

1707-8. Likewife, the boo'y of tofcarinus, fon to Peter and Jane Rattenburgh, who
4iied April 3, anno dom. 1708, in the 5th year of his age. Here alfo, after having fuc-

ceeded his father as commiiTary of the ifland not full three years, lie the remains of

Martin, fon of Ptter and Jane Rattenburgh, interred April 2, anno dom. 17 2, in the

19th year of his age.

Here lieth Robert and Sarah Wyeth, late of Wood-bridge, in Suffolk : he died

on St. Agnes ifland, in the 69th year of his age : flie died on this ifland, in the

72d year of her age. They were buried on the i ith and 17th of Auguft, anno dom,

1717.
Here lieth the body of Jane the wife of Thomas Brown, of Newcaftle-upon-Tyne,

mafter and mariner. He had born, by her, five fons and one daughter. She died in

her paflagefrom Rochel, in France, May 4, 1715, and was buried here May the 6th

following, being in the 30th year of her age.

H .-re lieth the body of Dinah (I fuppofe Diana) the wife of George Hooper, who
^ied the ^th day of April, anno dom. 1722, in the 8 2d year of her age.

In Cornwall was (he born, Cornwall hr breeding gave,

Scilly a hulband, fix children, and a grave.

Here alfo lies the body of Henry, the fon of George and Dinah Hooper, who died

the 1 2th day of July, aii7io dom. 1720, in the 49th year of his age.

With fome others, of which thefe are the principal.

The language fpoken in Scilly, is a mixture of the wefl;-country diale£b, with the

common Lnghfli.

7 For
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For a lid of the abbats, who governed in Scilly, fee Mr. Brown Willis's mitred par-

liamentary abbeys, v. i. p. 170. Where, frt.ni the firll abbat Alm^ rus, made at the

finifliing the church, anno 981, he enumerates 32 to the time of John Dymington in

the year 1458, who obtained for himfclf and fucceflbrs, abbats of TaviRock, the life of

the iniire and all the pontifical habits, as may be feen by the patent printed in Rymer's
Fcedera. ') his pr.tent contains the power of bcncdiftion at mafles as other bifhops

ufe. To fclK w iiny fuit in the Popes court to him and his fucceffors for ever. With
licence granted to receive letters and apoflolical bulls, to execute, read, or caufe to be

read, without moleltaticn or annoyance of any of the faid abbats, their proctors, fa-

vourers, counfellors, afliftants, adherents, publifliers, &c. for putrin;^ the fame in effeft,

notwithftandin/ any ordinances, provifions, afts Or other clanfes b<-fore containing the

contrary : witnefs the king at Weflminller, the 3d day of February, 36 H. VI. with

this John Lymington to John Feryn the lafl: abbat, he enumerates five abbats inclufive,

in all 37 For furrtndiring the faid abbey, witii 20 of his monks, in March 20, 153H,

he obtained tur himfeif a peufion of 1 ool per ann. for his life.

King iEth<-lilan came to the cr )\vn of F.ngland anno 925. He erc£led a monaflery

of Benedidmes at Exeter in 932, which probably was done foon after his conqueft of

Scidy at his return to England ; which conqued thereof might be about 927. Kvl

abbey of Benedictines wa< founded at Taviflock by Ordgar Earl of Dcvonfhire, including

Scil -, and dedicated to St. Mary and St, Rumon, 961. This abbey was valued at

902I. 5s. 7d. per annum, 26 H. VIII. 1 535. The idands of Scilly were mofily governed
by lords, abbats, and coroners, from the time of their conque^ by Kmc;- j^lltheHlan till

50 H. VIII., when the abbey of Taviftock was dilToIved, as alfo about which time were
all others, 1 539. From one part of the dedication of this abbey fincluding ScilfyJ to

St. Mary, it is probable that the ifland of St. Mary, the chief of Scilly, borrowed its

name.

After the diflblution of abbies and monaftical eftates, the ecclefiaflical jurifdictionof

Scilly devolving to the fee of Exeter, the civil power was granted by the crown to lords

proprietors, on condition of their paying certain rents into the hani's of the receiver for

the dutchy of Cornwall, for the tenure of thofe iflands; by which ihey came to be ac-

knowledged as part of the jurifdidtion of the faid dutchy ; but only by the king's favour:

for I cannot find by any records that they were ever annexed tliereunto.

They are fubjt<ft by the faid grants only to the laws of their own court of civil judi-

cature, in all matters of debt, trefpafs or property, in diipute ; the high flierift' for the

county of Cornwall having no authority in Scilly, except by permiffion of the lord pro-

prietor thereof.

And here I (hall obferve, that in the grant of the dutchy of Cornwall (which I have

feen) to the Prince of Wales, as eldeft Ion of England, there is no mention made of
the iflands of Scilly ; though boroughs, franchifes, liberties, corporations, privileges,,

immunities, &c. are particularly and numeroufly recited ; whence if Scilly appertains,

or is a part of the faid dutchy, it is rather permitted by favour than given to be fo by
royal authority ; cfpecially as the grant of thofe iflands to feveral late proprietors, is;

expreffed in fo ample a manner.

TIjs
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Ths folfozvhig Deeds, Grants, Records, ^e. JJjezu the Nature of the Government 0/"

Seilly, and wbat has been done there according to the SucceJJ'wn of Tears, for which the^

are collecled.

HENRY I. King of England * grants to William Bifliop of Exeter, and to Richard

fon of Baldwin, and to his judiciary of Devonlhire and Cornwall, in perpetual alms to

Ofbert, abbat of Taviftock, and Turold, his monk, all the churches of Seilly with their

appurtenances and the land, fuch as the monks or hermits held in the time of King Ed-

ward, and Burgal Bifliop of Cornwall.

Reginald (the king's fon") Earl of Cornwall, had a confirmation of the fame, and

wreck of fea, which was vefl:ed in him, as is apparent from the following charter.

Reginald, f the Earl of Cornwall, the Iving's fon, to all his barons and his bailiffs of

Cornwall, and Seilly greeting. Know ye, that I, for the fole fake of Henry my father,

and mine own, have granted and confirmed in fee and perpetual alms to the monks of
Seilly, as to the proper prebends of my father all wreck in them iflands (which they

hold) which fhall happen, except whale and a whole fliip, that is to fay, Rentemen,

and Nurcho ; and in the ifland of St. Elidius, St. Sampfon, and St. Theona. Witnefs

Ralph de Boroard, at Dorchefler.

The confirmation of B. Bifliop, of Exeter, of the tenths of Seilly, is thus

;

B. Bifliop of ExeterJ, Know ye, that I have feen and read the deed, in which Richard

de Wich confeffes, that he granted in fee, or perpetual alms, all the tenths of Seilly, and

namely of Coneys, which he unjuftly detained from the monks, becaufe he thought

the tenths were not the right of the abbat, and convent of Tavifl:ock, and their brethren

of the monaftery of St. Nicholas of Seilly ; for his foul and the fouls of his parents, and

of Reginald, the Earl of Cornwall, his Lord. And this grant by the book of the

Evangelifts, with my own hand I offer upon the altar of the bleffed Rumon, at Tavi-

ftock, in the prefence of B. abbat, and the convent of the fame, and many others : be-

caufe as well the monadery of Taviftock, as all the land of Richard de Wich of Seilly,

belonging to my diocefe. And I, as bifliop and diocefian by epifcopal authority, and this

prefent writing and fealing, do allow and confirm.

Pope Cele[Une§ by his Bull (dated 4 Cal. June, A. D. 1 193) confirms to Herbert,

abbat of Taviftock, and his fucceffors, the iflands of St. Nicholas, St. Sampfon, St.

Elidius, St. Theona, and the ifland, called, NuUo, with their appurtenances. And all

churches and oratories built throughout the iflands of Seilly ; with the tenths and

offerings, and other appurtenances. And two pieces of digged ground in the ifland of

Agnes ; and three pieces in the ifle of Ennor.

John||, by the grace of God, &c. Know ye, that we have given, granted, and con-

firmed to the abby of Seilly the tythe of three acres of Affart land in the foreft of

Guffer. Witnefs ourfelf, &c.

John, by the grace of Grace of God, he. To all flieriffs and their bailiffs, greeting.

We command you, that you fuffernot the Canons of Seilly to be impleaded for any

tenement which they hold, except before us, or our fteward of Normandy. Witnefs

ourfelf at Argenth, the yih day of July, in the firft year of our reign.

• Monaft. Anglican, v. i. p. 1002. Et exCart.pred. F. 3. a. penes Johannem Maynard, Armipf.

•{Ibid. t Ibid. Cod. Fol. 24. J Monaft. v. i. p. 9;8. .

1I
Cart. I. Joan, p. i. n. 210.

King
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King Henry III., commands Drew de Barrentinc, Governor of his iflands of Scilly,

or his hallirts, that they deliver every year to Ralph Burnet feven quarters of wheat,

which Robert Legat ufcd to receive, and which is efcheated to the kinp^.

The fame king fends his mandate to the barons of the exchequer to allow, on account,

to Drew de Barrentine, Governor of our iflands, out of the farm of the fame, 20I.

viz. I oh for the 33d year of his reign, and lol. for the 34th year, in lieu of lol. yearly

lands, which he granted him by his deed in the iflands aforefaid. Witnefs the King at

Rading, January 26.

Alfo the fame King commands the fame Barons to deliver to his beloved and
faithful fubjcd Drew de Barrentinc, Governor of the faid iflands, out of the iifue of^

the faid iflands, five marks which he paid by the faid King's command to Guifchard de
Cranvil by gift of the faid King. Witnefs the King at Windfor, the zifl; day of Ja-

nuary. There is alfo another grant from that King to the Barons of the Exchequer,
thus : Allow Drew de Barrentine, Governor of our iflands, forty marks, which he paid,

by our order, to our beloved and faithful fubje£t and fervant Nicholas de Moles, and
thirty marks which he laid out for his expences, when he was lafl in our fervice at Gaf-

cony. Witnefs ourfelf at Haverling, the 19th day of Augufl.

Aflize Roll, * taken before John de Berevvick, and other Juftices at the Court of

Launcefton (in com. Cornub.) at Michaelmas Term, a?mo 30 Edv. I.

The abbat of Taviftock being funimoned to anfwer to the King in a plea of quo

•warranto, by what right he claimed the fliipwrecks happening in all the iflands of Scilly,

the abbat appears, and fays that he and all his predeceflTors had enjoyed them without

interruption for time immemorial ; and therefore defires that his right may be tried by
a jury. When John de Mutford joins ilTue for the King, and, upon enquiry being made,
the jury found that the faid abbat, and all his predeceflTors, had enjoyed all the wreck.

that had happened in all the aforefaid iflands for time immemorial ; except gold, whale,

fcarlet cloth, and fir, or maflis, which were always referved to the King, in the refpedive

grants of thofe iflands.

For the King, and William Le Poer, the King's coroner.

King Edioard the Firji to his belovedandfaithful Henry Spigurnal, Roger de Beufou, and
Thomas de le Hyde, greeting.

WE underftand, by the grievous complaint of William Le Poer, our coroner in the

iflands of Scilly, belonging to our county of Cornwall, that whereas he lately, for the

prefervation of the peace at La Val, and Trefcaw, In the iflands aforefaid, did repair to

enquire of manflaughter, robberies, incendiaries, and other felonies ; and receivers of

goods felonioufly fl:olen ; and of wreck of fea, as to the faid office appertaineth. Ra-
nulph de Blackminfler, Michael Petit, Edmund Speccot, John '^abbere, Robert, abbat

of Taviftock, frier ; John de Yalineton, frier ; John of Exeter, and Oliver of Scilly,

chaplains ; the aforefaid coroner, by force of arms, imprifoned, ill ufed, and there did

malicioufly procure him to be kept, at the faid town of De La val, until fuch time as

the faid coroner paid a fine to the faid Ranulph, Michael, Edmund, John, abbat, John,

John, and Oliver, and the malefaftors aforefaid, of 100 ftiillings for his enlargement

out of the prifon aforefaid. Alfo, whereas the fame Ranulph holds the caftle of En-

• In the Record-Office, belonging to the Court of Receipt of Exchequer, Chapter. Houfe, Weft- '

minder.
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nor, m ihe iflands of Scilly, by the fervice of finding and maintaining twelve armed
men, at all times, for keeping the peace in thofe parts ; the faid Ranulph did not find

the faid armed men ; but receives felons, thieves, outlaws, and men guilty of manflaugh-

ter in thofe iflancs, by which the faid coroner and his bailifls are hindered from coming
into the faid iflands to do their duties, or execute the King's writs, being therefore un-

willing that fuch trefpaffes fhall go unpuniOied, we have affigned you juftices to enquire

into the truth of the fame. Witnefs the King at Lamecoft, the i2d day of November.

King Edu-ai'd II. to hisfaithful Gilbert de Knovil, Roger Bcafou, and John de Batcfrd^

greeting.

WHEREAS King Edward, our father, at the profecution of Will Le Poor, our

coroner in the illands of Scilly, which belong to the county of Cornwall, fuggefted

to our faid father, that Robert de Saint Ola, Roger Tregrane, Roger de Nau-
tener, Richard de Kettringhou, with other malefadors and breakers of the peace,

himfelf being lately at Val and Trefcaw, in the iflands aforefaid, making enquiry as be-

longs to his office, into manflaughters and felonies committed, and of wreck of fea, they

took and imprifoned ; keeping him in the faid prifon of La Val until fuch time as he

compounded for a fine to the no fmall damage of the faid coroner. That he alTigned

Henry de Staunton, Roger de Suthcotes, and Hugh Peverel, or two of them, juftices,

to enquire into fuch trefpafles, and to hear and determine the fame according to law.

And they being duly funnnoned to appear and anfwer fuch trefpaffes, were outlawed
;

which outlawries our father pardoned by his letters patent, fo that they rendered theni-

felves up to our prifon at Launcefton, and behaved according to law. And the faid

perfons rendered themfelves accordingly, and ftill remain in the faid prifon. And whereas

the power of the faid commiflioners, by the death of our father, ceafed to the prejudice

of the faid perfons imprifoned, we, for the fpeedicr remedying of the cafe, have afiigned

you juftices to hear and determine the fame, doing juftice according to law. Dated at

Langly, the 24th day of November.

Thefollozoing Charters fhew the Pcffeffors of Lands in Scilly.

ENNOR caflle, in Scilly, was held of the King by the fervice of finding and main-

taining ten armed men in the faid caflle in peaceable times. Pat. 35. Ed. I. m. 45.

John, fon of Malger, fon of Sir John Cornwall, Knt. releafes to Ofbert Hamely and

his heirs, all his right in all his mefluages, lands, and tenements, in the ifland of Agnes,
in Scilly. Dated at Milium, the morrow after St. I'eter's day. 3 Ed. III.

John Hamely, and Margery his wife, by fine levied, 5 Ed. 111. had conveyed to them
for their hves, a melTuage and acre of land, in Kilmonieg ; and the moiety of the ma-
nor of Alet ; the remainder to John, fon of the faid John, for his life ; remainder to

Ralph, brother of the faid John, the fon and heir of his body ; remainder to the right

heirs of Margery aforefaid. By another fine levied that year, the premifes are fettled on
John de Hamely, and the heirs of his body; remainder to Andrew, brother of the faid

John, and the heirs of his body ; remainder to the right heirs of the faid John.

John de Allet holds all the lands and tenements in Scilly of Ralph Blankminfter by

knights fervice, and by being keeper of the faid Ranulph's caftle; and by other perfonal

lervices by himfelf, or by two men. Which Ranulph releafes the fervice of keeper to

the faid John Allet, in confideration of 13s. 4d. yearly to be paid. Dated at Tregatme-

don, Tuefday after the feaftof St. Ambrofc. 10 Ed. III.

A li.



heath's account of the islands of SCILI.V. ;;- ;

A licence granted to Scilly abby to purchafe of A. Aflakby one melTuage, a8 acre-.
and one rood of land

; and three roods of meadow and paRure ; and pafture for four
oxen in Stanford and Dunne. Pat. anno 15 l£d. II. p. i, m. 23.

Scilly (under the Jur'ifdiCl'wn of Cornwall) a Cell io Tav'ijlock, as appears by the foll<m:itig

Grants.

A Grant of King Edward the Third of Secular Canons y in the Place of Monks to be /"-' '-

Scilly.

THE King to all his bailiffs and faithful fubjefls, to whom thefe prefents fliall con-.e,

greeting. Our beloved people in Chrift, the abbat and convent of Taviflock, lords or"

the iflands of Scilly, dwelling within the feas, have prayed, that whereas the abbat
aforefaid, to whom the faid ifland belongs, and was founded by our progenitors, late

Kings of England, and the fame abbat and certain abbats, of the abbey aforefaid, for

the time being, were bound to find two chaplains ; their fellow-monks, within the ifland

aforefaid, by reafon of their lands and tenements there lying, of the fame our proge-
nitors, and of our heirs, daily to fay mafs for ever; and that the fame monks, by mean'-

of the war between us and the men of France, as likewife by other various caufes now
moved, that we fhould grant to them two fecular chaplains to perform divine fervice

inftead of the aforefaid monks, daily, within the ifland aforefaid, to celebrate the mafs
during the war aforefaid : we willingly agreeing to this petition of granting to the faid

abbat, during the war, two fit and fecular canons to perform divine fervice within the

iflands
;
provided that the faid chaplain fhall do the duty which the faid monks did per-

form ; as it is meet without impeachment of us, or our heirs, juflices, cschcators, flie-

riffs, or other bailiffs, or our fervants whatfoevcr, kc. In vvitnefs whereof, &c. Witnefs
the King at Weflminfter, the 28th day of May.

From a manufcriptfound in the Survey of the Dutchy of Cornixall, 19 Ed. III., are thefe

Particulars of Tenures.

PENEWTTHS. Ranulphus de Albo Monaflerio ten. Infulam de Scilly redd, per ann.

4id dcm. fni. ccc valueres vocat, Pofjins, vel vi'. viii^.

Ranulph de White Monafl;ery, holds the iflands of Scilly, paying yearly, at the feafl of

St. Michael the archangel, 300 birds called Puffins, or 6s. 8d.

Ralph Hamely grants to his brother Laurence, Agnes ifland in Scilly, with the rents

and fervices of the fame, confifting in dried fifli and wrecks of the faid ifland, paying

yearly for feven years to come, a grain of wheat; and after that time iocs. fl:erling.

Dated at Alet, Tuefday the feafl: of the annunciation of the Virgin Mary, 25 Ed. III.

After the deceafe of the faid Lawrence, the remainder to Walter Smith for his

life, rem.ainder to Thomas Blankminfl;er for life, remainder to the right heirs of Sir

John Blankminfter aforefaid. Dated at Bename, Monday after St. Ambrofe's Day,
46 Ed. III.

Arthur, fon and heir of Randolph Hamely, lord of Helwyn, grants to Ofbert Hamely
his uncle, the manors of Tregenon and Alet, and all thofe his meffuages, lands, and te-

nements, in Kilmonfeck, Trcgueran, Trewyns, and Pinfliall, with the fealty and fervice

of Margaret late wife of Randolph Hamely, and an Englifli acre of turfl"-land in Gou-
heth

J
and alfo all thofe his meffuages and lands in Scilly, in the ifland called Agnes,

5 F 2
'
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to have and to hold to the faid OlLert, and the heirs of his body, payinfr yearly a

grain of wheat. Dated at Helwyn, Monday before St. Margaret's day, i i Richard 11.

Ofbert Hamely, and Maud his wife, recite that his father John Hamely, Lord of Hel-

wyn, granted to John de Rofworogan, his heirs and affigns, 40I. yearly, payable out of

all ihofe lands, mefluages, and tenements, in the towns of Kilmonleck, Beugeuran, and

Trewyns; and in Agnes ifland in Scilly. Dated Monday before the tranilation of St.

Thomas the martyr, 1 1 Rich. II.

Letters of Protectionfor the Prior of St. Nicholas, in the IJle of Scilly.

EDWARD III.* King of England, to all and fmgular dukes, earls, barons, admirals,

knights, mayors, <heriffs, mailers and mariners of fliips, bailiffs, and other our friends

and faithful fubjefts whatfoever, to whom thefe prefent letters fhall come ; and to the

conflablc of the caftle of the ifle of Ennor, in Scilly, who now is, or for the time being,

fhall be appointed, greeting. Our beloved in Chrilt the prior of the priory of St. Ni-

cholas, in the ifland of Scilly, reprefented unto us, that our progenitors were founders

and patrons of the fame, as we are now ; and that the faid priory, by the frequent ac-

eefs of the mariners of fliips of all nations reforting to the faid ifland, for default of

guard, the faid priory is fo much deflroyed and impoverifhed, that the faid prior is not

able to undergo the charge of repairs, whereby the charitable works of our progeni-

tors are diminilhed. We therefore gracioufly condefcending to their petitions, have

taken the faid prior, priory, monks, chaplains, and men fervants, poflfeffions, and all

things whatfoever, under our fpecial proteftion. Therefore we command you, all our

faithful fubjefls, that ye maintain, proteft, and defend them ; and you the faid confta-

ble, if any fuch things {hould happen, to do all that is in your power for fatisfa£lion

to be made unto them. Witnefs ourfelf at Wedminfter, the 28th day of Odober, ia

the 41ft year of our reign.

Guernfey, Jerfey, & Infulse conceflk p. Regem Hen. Dno de Scilly, ad vitam
;

poft

mortem Odonis de Grandifmo, Pat. 16 Ed. II. p. 2. m. 5.

Scilly abby, dedicated to the Virgin Mary of the Premonflratenfian order, demifes to

the houfe of the blefled virgin of Bois, in Axholme, aforefaid j and in Stockwith, for

] 00 years
;
paying yearly 81. Clauf. 28 H. VI. m. 5.

Olbert Hamely grants to Richard Alet of Mugwunt, all thofe his meflluages-,

lands, and tenements in Tregeuran and Kylmenfcham, to have and to hold for fix

years, paying yearly a grain of corn. Dated at Alet, the Monday after Michaelmas

day, 5 H. IV.

Sir John Colfhull, Knt. Monday before the feafl: of St. Katharine, in the 6th year of

the reign of King Henry V. (anno 1418 J conveyed to John Prellon and others, the

caftles and ifles of Scilly to the ufe of Sir John Coifliull, Knt. for lifef.

Henry Nankfkelly, vicar of the church of St. Ide, grants to Arthur Hamely, and

Ifabel his wife, the moiety of Alet manor, and all thofe his meflfuages, lands, tenements,

rents, and fervices of tenants, in the towns of Helwyn, Landgergala, Tregennou, Lan-

• Dugd. Monad, p. ico2.

f- When a perfon died poflefTed of an eftate in lands, the king direfted his writ to the efcheator of

the county to take the lands of the perfon dead into his hands ; and to enquire by a jury of twelve perfone

•f the tenure, value, and who was next heir. The nature of an office of efcheator being to enquire and

Tcccrvc the rents or value for the king, of the perfons who were tenants under him.

3 vyham.
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vyham, Fenteuyegn,Pennans, Trencriick, Tregontros, Bleythboll, Logofeck, Kerthu,

Malkevammogh, Padeflowe, Kilmonfeck, and Scilly ifland, called Agnes ; with the re-

verfions of the fame, for and during their lives. Dated at llelwyn, on the feaft of the

conception of the Virgin Mary, 6 H. V.

John CollhuU, fon and heir of Sir John Colfliull, Knt., and John Cork, by a fine

levied in the i 8th H. VI. (anno 1440^ conveyed the manors of Bydman, Straton, and

St. Mary Wyke, the ifles of Scilly, one mcfluage, two carrucates of land, 20 acres of

meadow, and 100 acres of wood, with the appurtenances in Swainton, and the advow-

fon of the church of St. Mary Wyke to Nicholas Aysiton and others, who granted the

fame to John Col (hull, and to the heirs of his body ; remainder to Johanna, fifler of

the faid John, and the heirs of her body ; remainder to Thomas Nevyl of Pycall, Knt.

and the heirs of his body ; remainder to the right heirs of Guy de Blankmindcr, rcftor

ofLanfayls. By virtue of which conveyance the faid John Colfliull died feized of the

premifes ; and after him, Johanna, his filler, wife of John Houghton, died alfo feized,

without heir. The iflands of Scilly were held of the King, as of his caftle of Launcef-

ton, and by the rent of 50 pufhns, or 6s. 8d. yearly. The faid iflands are yearly worth,

in peaceable times, 40s. and, in times of war, nothing.

Edmund, fon of Lawrence, grants to Sir John de Aled and his heirs, the whole

ifland of Agnes in Scilly, with whatfoever to the faid ifland belongs. With all liberties,

cuftoms, and wrecks of fea : to have and to hold to the faid Sir John, his heirs and

afligns, as chief Lords of the iflands of Scilly, payable yearly on Michaelmas day, at

Scilly, half a mark.

Edmund, Earl of Cornwall, was feized of the caflle, borough, and manor of Laun-

ceflon, and alfo of Scilly, for which Jaft there were accounted no knight's fees, as in the

dutchy of Cornwall.

Exira^ftom the Surrender made to King Henry the Eighth, by John Peryn, Abhat of the

Monajiery, or Abby and Church of the Bleffed Mary the Virgin, and St. Rianon of

Tavijiock, in the County of Devon, of the Order of St. Benedict, and the Convent of the

fame place, to which Scilly was an Appendix.

OF all, and Angular their manors,lordfliips, meflfuages, gardens, curtilages, tofts,lands,

and tenements, meadows, feedings, paltures, woods, underwoods, rents, reverfions, fer-

vices, mills, paffages, knights fees, wards, marriages, bondfmen, villains, with their follow-

ers; commons, liberties, franchifes, jurifdiftions, offices, courts-Ieet, hundred-courts, view

or frank-pledge ; fairs, markets, parks, warrens, running waters, ftfheries, ways, wade-

grounds, advowfons, nominations, prefentations, and donations of churches ; vicarages,

chapels, chaunteries, hofpitals, and other ecclefiaftical benefices whatfoever ; redories,

vicaries, penfions, portions, annuities, tythes, oblations, and all fingular emoluments, pro-

fits, polfeflTions, hereditaments, and rights whatfoever; as well within the county ofDevon,

as within the county of Cornwall, Dorfetfliire,Somerfet,Gloucefter(hire,Wiltlhire, orelfe-

•where within the kingdomofEngland,and marches of the fame,untothefamemonaftery or

abby of Taviffock in any manner formerly belonging, appertaining, or incumbent. To
hold the fame to the king, his heirs, and afligns for ever ; ratifying and confirming the

feme by renouncing all their former claim or right whatfoever. Daied in their chapter-

houfe of Tavidock, the 8th day of March, anno 30 H. VIIL

N. B. In the foregoing Deeds, &c. Sulley or Silley, was written for our prefent Scilly.

The
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The aforegoing charters, deeds, &c. are trandated from their Latin originals.

It is not certain how thefe iflands of Scilly were difpofed of, after the diflblution of
the faid monaftery, for the fpace of about 30 years : but in 13 Eliz. they were granted
by patent or leafe to the honourable Francis Godolphin, Efq, (afterwards Sir Francis)
for the term of 38 years, and have continued in the polfeflion of this noble family ever
fince ; which appears by the following ieafcs or patents, fpecifying the conditions of
their tenure, under the crown of England.

Extra£ls of the fubftance of grants of the Iflands of Scilly,

Indenture, dated 14 December, in the iph Tear of Eliz. The Queen on thefirji Part,

Francis Godolphin, Efq. on thefecond Part, and Edward Lord Clinton, High Admiral

of England on the Third Part.

THE Queen doth demife and to farm let, unto the faid Francis Godolphin, Efq. bis

executors and afligns, all thofe her highneffes ifles, iflands, territories, and rocks, com-
monly called the ifles of Silley, otherwife SuUey ; and alfo known by the names of St.

Mary ifle, Agnes ifle, Agnet ifle, Sampfon ifle, the great Sampfon ifle, the little Rat
ifland, Breharifle, Treflcoweifle, Arwothel ifle, St. Helen's ifle, Lyde's ifle, St. Martin's

ifle, Guynhill ifle, Gwynhellever ifle, Arthures ifland, Round ifland, Silley, alias Sulley

ifland, together with all the founds called Crawes found, St. Mary's found, and the

Broad found, and all harbours for fliips, called new Grynfey, old GrynflTey, and all other
'
ifles, iflands, rocks, and founds within the circuit or precinfl: of the faid ifles j and all

lands, tenements, meadows, pafl:ures, grounds, feedings, fifliings, fifliing-places, mines

of tin, lead, and coals ; and moiety or half part of all fliip-wrecks, which fliall happen
within the faid ifles, to be divided or fliared with the lord high admiral. And alfo grants

to the faid Francis Godolphin, Efq. power and jurifdiction to hear, and finally deter-

mine all plaints, fuits, matters, adions, controverfies, contentions, and demands what-

foever, which fhall happen to be dependin gbetween party and party within any of the faid

ifles. To hold unto the faid Francis Godolphin, Efq. unto the end and term of 38
years ; he yielding and paying the yearly rent of ten pounds into the hands of the re-

ceiver for the dutchy of Cornwall, covenanting that the faid Francis Godolphin, Efq.

ihall ferve the faid queen in defence of the aforefaid iflands.

Theaforefaid honourable Francis Godolphin, Efq. governor and proprietor of Scilly,

received the honour of knighthood anno 1580. And in 35 Eliz. he was lord lieutenant

of the county of Cornwall, and alfo colonel of a regiment of 1 2 companies, armed with

470 pikes, 490 mufliets, and 240 calivers.

About which time he made great improvements in Scilly, by her Majefl:y's order, as

Mr. Carew obferves, who places the cafl;le of Scilly among other forts of the county of

Cornwall. His account is, that in 35 Eliz. Sir Francis Godolphin, in building the

caftle of St. Mary's ifland, " reduced the place to a more defenfible plight, and by his

invention and purfe bettered his plot and allowance, and therein fo tempered ftrength

with delight, and both with ufe, as it ferveth for a fure hold and commodious dwell-

ing." The next grant of Scilly was to Sir William Godolphin.

Indenture^



HEATH S ACCOUNT OF THE ISLANDS OF SCII.LY. 775

Indenture, dated lo Augujl, in thefecond year of King James the Firjl^ between the /aid
King on thefirjl Part, Sir Willia?n Godolphin, Knt. on thefecond Part, and Charles

Earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral of England on the third Part.

THE King doth demife, and to farm let, unto the faid Sir William Godolphin, Knt.
his executors, and afligns, all thofe iflcs, iflands, territories, &c. as before defcribcd in

the leafe of Queen Eliz. with the fame covenants of tin, lead, coal-mines, property of

land and fea ; and moiety or half part of all fliipwrecks to be divided between the faid

Sir William Godolphin, Knt. and the lord high admiral. And the fame power or ju-

rifdiftion of hearing and determining all plaints, fuits, adions, controverfies, &c. what-
foever, between party and party ; alfo covenanting for the defence of the faid iflands.

Thcfe to hold unto the faid Sir William Godolphin, Knt. for the end and tenn of 50
years, he yielding and paying for the fame the yearly rent of 20I. into the hand's of the'

receiver for the dutchy of Cornwall ; covenanting that he, the faid Sir William, may
have from the faid king, his heirs and fucceflbrs, one lafl: of gunpowder, every year, to

defend the faid iflands. And that he the faid Sir William Godolphin, Knt. firall not,

by his lad will and tedament, give or bequeath any of the faid i'fles unto any of his daugh-
ters. The next grant was to Francis Godolphin, Efq.

KING Charles the firft, by his letters patent, dated June 20, in the 12th year of his

reign, grants to Francis Godolphin, Efq. his executors and affigns, all the iflands, terri-

tories, &c. as before defcribed, in the leafes of Queen Eliz. and King James, with the

fame covenants of tin, lead, and coal-mines, property by fea and land, and moiety or

half part of all fhip-wrecks. And the fame power or jurifdiction, for hearing and de-

termining all plaints, fuits, or adions, controverfies, &c. whatfoever between party and
party ; and covenanting for the defence of the iflands. Thefe to hold unto the faid

Francis Godolphin, Efq. from the end, expiration, or furrender of the leafe of 50 years,

granted by King James, for a further term of 50 years ; he the faid Francis Godolphin,
Efq. yielding and paying for the fame the yearly rent of 40I. into the hands of the re-

ceiver for the dutchy of Cornwall. And that one half of fhip-wreck goes to the king,

his heirs and fucceflbrs, inltead of the lord high admiral, fo long as that office fhall

continue in his Majefty's poflTeflion, and undifpofed of to any perfon or perfons ; co-

venanting for a laft of gunpowder, in defence of the faid iflands, as in the former
leafes.

In the year 1645, when General Fairfax had routed, and almofl defeated the King's

forces in Cornwall, under the command of Arthur Lord Hopton ; the Prince of Wales,
then at Pendinniscaftle, retreated for further fafety to thefe iflands, defcribed by Lord
Clarendon, as being part of Cornwall, (vid. vol. v. Hill. Rebel.)

His royal highnefs landed there on Wednefday the 4th day of March, with the Lord
Colepepper, and other his attendants. Two days after which, the Lord Colef)epper

was difpatched to France with reprefentatlons to the queen, of his highnefs being at Scil-

ly, and of the wants and incommodities of the place; defiring fupplies to be fent both in

men and money.

In the mean time, Fairfax growing every where vlftorious in the weft, and the

King's army diflblving thereupon, the lords Hopton and Capel foon joined his High-
nefs at Scilly j at which ti-me the enemies' whole army had entered Cornwall.

1 His
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His Hio-hnefs, after a fliort flay of about fix weeks, being thought no longer fafe,

under the apprehenfions of the parliament fleet appearing before the place, which was

then in no condition to refifl an attack made upon it, embarked for the ifland of Guern-

fey, on April 1 7, while the enemies fhips were, as yet, fcattered j and^ with a profperous

wind, was there fafely landed.

After this, when Cornwall was entirely reduced, and King Charles the Firil cruelly

put to death, Sir John Granville, governor of the iflands of Scilly, took all pofTible care

in the defence of them for King Charles the fecond, and of what confequence they were

thought to be by the parliament, and the governing men of thofe times, is obferved by

Whitlock in his memorials, who gives the following account, how much their privateers

annoyed the traffic of the kingdom.

"Letters* 26 June, 1640, mention that a frigate of Sir John Granville, governor of

Scilly, with two brafs guns, 24 mufkets, and 24 oars, coming near Swanfey, the gover-

nor of Cardiff" fent out boats, purfued the frigate from creek to creek, and at length took

her, and the men, except the captain and fome few who got a-fhoref.

"Letters (6 March 1650) of feveral fhips taken by pyrates of Scilly and Jerfey. Letters

of 1 5 March of the want of frigates on the weffern coaft to keep in the Jerfey and Scilly

pyrates, and of their taking feveral merchant- fliips, and none of the parliament fri-

gates to help them. Letters of ] 9 March of the pyracies committed by thofe of Jerfey

and Scilly."

Thefe captures caufing an interruption of trade, the parliament fitted out a fleet with

land forces, under the command of General Blake and Sir George Afcue, to reduce

them to obedience.
" Letters 8 May, 165 1, J

that General Blake and Sir George Afcue, with the fleet at

Scilly, intended to fall upon St. Mary's ifland ; that the governor thereof fent to theni

for a treaty, which was agreed to, but took no effefl. And thereupon the great guns

played upon St. Mary's.

*' Letters (12 May) from Sir George Afcue of the a<ElIon at Scilly; that Captain

Morris behaved himfelf mofl gallantly in the florming of the ifland : that the Scilly

iflands are the key that open a paffage to feveral nations. Letters (16 May) that after

the parliament fleet had taken the two iflands of Trefco and Briers they had a treaty

with Sir John Granville by commiflioners, which took no effeft. Letters (30 May)

that the foot of Scilly entered at St. Mary's ifland, and that thofe in the caflle were in

great want of water. Letters § (12 June) that Sir George Ayfcue was come into Ply-

mouth with Sir John Granville and other prifoners taken off the ifle of St. Mary's,

and other of the Scilly iflands ; they being all furrendered to the parliament upon

articles.

" Letters
|| 1 4 June, confirming the redutlion of St. Mary's ifland to the parliament,

with 800 foldiers, fome of whom were fhipped for Ireland, others for Scotland, others

for France, and fome for England with Sir John Granville.

" That there were in it likewife commifTioned officers enough to head an army. That

Colonel Axtel, Colonel Sadler, and Colonel Le Hunt, prifoners there, were releafed.

That thefe iflands will be a flielter to merchants, which before were their ruin, and are

a check to the trade of many nations."

By the great number of officers there, it appears that the loyalifts chofe thofe iflands

as a place of refuge ; and were entertained by Sir John Granville, who afterwards went

• Whitlock's Memorials, p. ^96. -f
Ibid. Cod. p. 464.

X Whitlock'* Memorials, p. 46;. § P. 467. H P. Ibid.

into
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into France to King Charles the fecond ; and (as the preamble of the patent, creating

him Earl of Bath lets forth) attended him in his grcatell diilrcfll's, throughout all hi^

difconfolate travels, in France, Flanders, Holland, and the ifle of Jerfey,

This excellent perfon, notwithflanding all the dangers he lay under from the
ufurping powers, frequently hazarded his life in coming to England, and was once
employed for managing the King's affairs during the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell.

Before Scilly was reduced to the parliament of England, it is faid their privateers
had carried in rorae trading Dutch veflbls, of which the Hates having notice, they ordered
Van Trump, their Admiral, vith 12 men of war, to fall upon thole iflands for fatisfac-

tion as was pretended : but at this time the faid admiral had private inftrudlions to

treat with Sir John Granville underhand for the delivering them up ; but he had too
much the interefl of his country at heart to liften to their propofals. The Dutch ex-
cufed this unfuccefsful attempt on Sir John Granville and the loyalids, with whom they
were plotting for the delivery of all the Englilh iilands in the fouth channel, by a pretence
of putting King Charles II. into the pofl'eflion of his tight.

Anno 1642, foon after the removal of Governor Gcdolphin from Scilly, when dif-

putes between the King and parliament of England run very high, the inhabitants of
thefe iflands, fenfible of the eS"eds of fuch animofities, publifhed the following petition

as a burlefque on the prevailing humours of thofe times:
«

A PETITION
FAOM THE ISLAND OF SILLEY BEING IN THE WEST PART OF ENGLAND:

Whetein fome of their grievances and oppreffions are laid open, and manifefled ; together with their fincere
affeiflion to tlie profperity, and good oi'the kingdom of Englaud feiit by the lall port from the aforefaid
ifland of Silley in a letter to fome of their countrymen in London^ defiring to have it publifhed, with
a general confent of the ifland of Silky. Wherein is expreffcd the ftate of the tyme, and tlie diurnal
occurrences of this prefent age*.

THAT whereas we the inhabitants of Silley being neither wife men's eldefl fons, nor
poflefled of any great means whereby our witts and good willes fhould be held in con-
tempt, have not hitherto dared, for fear of derlfion, to fend forth handfulls of our affec-

tions in black and white, or to make our tedious proteftations and petitions, as the leather

breeches in the feveral counties of England have done, though our intention towards the
king and parliament are as clear as glafle, and more tranfparent than the obfcure ma-
lignity of thofe countrey animals, and quarrelling cavaliers, men of great ftouiachs,

better feeders than fighters: we therefore knowing that foolifh modefty can never make
U6 thrive in worldly favour, have joined all the Itrength of our wits together, and little

enough to draw forth and defcribe the face and picture of our forrows and grievances,
and alfo in ample manner lay down the fubftance of our defires, fhewing firfl that we
being poor innocent creatures of the ifland of Silley, that have no golden fleeces on our
backes, whereby to tempt any injuries, nor have any lawyers among us to pole our
effates, nor any fwaggering friends, and acquaintance that will be ready to borrow money
of us, and never pay us again, nor any detraclors or backbiters to blaft our reputation,

are therefore like a people much troubled in minde that wee fhould live unworthy of
wrongs and injuries, which are fo common and frequent in England, that neither the
king nor fubjedls can efcape the fling of malicious tongues, whereas we furfct with con-
tent, never fearing anything, no not fo much as a ferjeant as many gentlemen doe in

England. And now of late having underftood by lifher-boat that came from Eng-

* London, printed for Thomas Banks, i^iugufl 12, i6j2.

VOL. II. 5 G land



^78
^

heath's ACCOUKT of the islands op SCULLY.

land of certaine difcords arifing between the king and parliament upon what ground

and fmall realons we cannot apprehend, fo that the whole land 13 like to be divided into

fraftions for quicking quarrels in the church windowes, we fmelling your danger afarre

off, and out of" a deare afFeftion to ourfelves, eflecming our lives to be prefcious in our

efiimation, doe therefore earnellly and hartlly defire that we may diilemble ourfelves

together in a poflure of warre, and that we may have bills, bowes, arrows, and fpearcs,

and all kind of murdering engines fent unto us, whereby we may according to our ne-

cefiity armeour corporall bodyes, and if cur enemies {hould appeare in field (which we
hartily wifh they may never doe) we may kill them feven miles before they come neere

us, and moreover we dcfire that we may have fome redd terrible ill looking vizards fent

to us, together with a fhip full of the ftrongefl garlike, fo that having put on thofe

fearful vizards we may affright our enemies with our very lookes, and blow them away

with our ftrong fented breaths. As for bifliops we care not greatly whether there be

any in England, or not, for our conflitution is not fo hot, that we can endure none
;

nor our affeftions fo cold that we cannot permit any, onley we humbly defire that

all our bifliops may be fpiritual bakers, that they may make their bread of doftrine as

gentle as ginger-bread, fo that old women may mumble it up as in old time they did

their Pater Nofters. And we befeech thefe ghoflly fathers, that they would be fure to

fleece their dioccfies, and put in fome poor fcholler of Silley, or fome filley fcholler to

be their curate in fome country village, and moreover that they would never flraine their

voyces to preach too much, and that never doing any good while they live, they may
after their deceafe build a colledge in one of the two univerfities.

And moreover it is cur humble defire that we may be better acquainted with the new
fe£ls of Roundheads, being fo like to us the inhabitants of Silley, for all their dodrines,

opinions, and tenets which they maintain doe all fmell ftrong of the ifle of Silley, fo

that as the papifts doe fetch the derivation of their church from Rome, furely the Brown-
iftc and thefe Roundheads had their original from one that was born in Silley, for is not

their madde kind of preaching in tubs a filly faction, are not their teaching againfl the

back of a chaire, and ignorant inflru<51ing at a tables end all filly inventions, befides their

fhort circumcifed hayres make them all look like fyllyes. It is our humble petition

therefore that they may all dominecre in the city, and pull down miniilers out of the

pulpit, and never troubled by the king or parliament, becaufe it doth appear by their

mad adions, faflions, and dillurbances of the commonwealth that they are a-kin to the

brethren of Silley, as well as of Scotland, and if they fliould tacke means, which we hope

they will fcorn to doe, the filley Roundheads being willing to help one another, I would

have fuch as be afllicted there to remove themfelves, and not to fly over into new Eng-

land, but unto the ille of Silley, that there they might exercife their filly religious featcs

free from the cenfurc of the world, and the trouble of the commonwealth ; who doth

wifh them all hanged on fign pofts, we defire them therefore in this our petition to packe

up their tooles being tradefinen, and take with them their wives and children, and a

bible or two, and fo the condutSt of their revealing fpirit, palTe over to inhabite in the

ifland of Silley.

Humbly likewife befecching that the king and parliament would not be dogged one

towards another, but concurre in aflection and abominable love one to another, for dif-

cord doth bring forth nothing but murdering and killing in kindneffc, and if our fkin

be flafln and cut who can mend it, or who can borrow another of his neighbour ? be-

fides who would defire to have his eyes puflied out of his head with a mufket bullet, or

a piece of his fkuU feared off with a cannon bullet ? therefore we defire waking, dream-

ing, and thinking, that there may be florc of pcafe as there hath been alwaies in the

markets.
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markets, and that we may live in foft eafe, and content, without trouble, but not a worJ of
fighting, tor we the inhabitants of Silley arc men of weake flomachs that doe hate gunncs
and gunpowder, and therefore we are willing to be undone upon any condition, rather

than to have our dearly beloved bodies fuffer the hardnefle of warres. And therefore

we humbly befeech that howfoever difcontents may arife, and feme body may be of-

fended, we name no body, yet in a holy and wholelome pitties of our bodies, we defire

that the noyfe of warres may be filenced, and peace generally throughout the land em-
braced, and no noyfe heard in our Jerufalem, but kitching drums, that is chopping of
pothearbs on Sunday mornings, that fo we may not be put into fuch feares and terrors

to the fpoiling of the witts of the inhabitants of Silley, efpecially women of Silly, or
filly women, who neere ufe to pray or bleffe themfelves, but at the I'udden report of
warres.

As for militia, it is a word we undcrlland not, unlefsit be difplayed in the proper co-

lours of difpleafing and offending in contending about this word, fye upon fuch words,
militia according to the interpretation and defire of the iflanders of Silley, is to fet our-

ielves in a poflure of eating like Hungarians, drinking like Flemmings, and taiking of
Hull, Sir John Hotham, Yorke^ and the prentices, refolution, which we commend
highly, and doe think that there ai'e fome of the ifland of Silley that have as invincible

ftomachs, whofe knives nor fwords could not be put up at the aliVont of a barly pud-
ding, nay it is known that we men of Silley, for want of knives have drawne our fwordes

to open oylters, what dare we do then to make honour wait upon us ? as fhe hath done
fometymcs upon the men of Silley or Silley men, but in thefe times though we defire

Ibmewhat we defire no honour, we love our heads better then to have them fall off,

for too much ripenefs of witt and dignity, therefore we humbly befeech that our pe-

tition may be accounted as it is the unfeafonable and unreafonable requells of the fub-

jeds of Silley.

Now that you may never know the conclufion of what we would obtain we will com-
mit the reft to the clofe cuftody of filence, and not write any more, for feare it will be
too much laught at, but 'tis no matter, 'tis ufual in thefe times for ignorance to deride

vvifdome, coblers and Brownifts to jeare do6lors, roundheads to be wifer than fquare

caps, and conceited women to be preachers, and fooles to be farmers fonnes in defpight

of aldermens heyres. We therefore the inhabitants of Silley, laft of all defire, that

none prefume to reade this petition, unlefle he believe that the iflanders of Silley will

fland itifFe to all declarations, proteftations, and reformations, as any of the roundheads
or cavaliers, who are thought wifer than we the inhabitants of Silley.

By Letters Patent, under the Great Seal ofEngland, bearing Date the 25/i Day of July,

in the Tenth Tear of King William III. 1698, 7nade between the King on the one

Part, and Sidney Lord Godolphin of the other Part.

HIS faid Majefty for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflTors, did grant and to farm let

unto the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executors, adminiltrators, and afligns, all

thofe his Majefty's iflands, ten-itories, and rocks commonly called the illes of Scilley,

otherwife Sulley, and known by the names of St. Mary's ifle, Agnes ifle, Agnet ille,

Sampfon ifle, the great Sampfon ifle, the little Rat ifland, Brehcr ifle, Gwynliill ifle,

Guynhellever ifle, Arthures ifland, Round ifland. Silly, alias Sully ifland, or by what

name or names foever ; together with all and fingular the founds, called or known by

the name of Craw found, St. Mary's found, and the Broad found. And aUb, all and

fingular the harbours for fliipping called New Grinfey and Old Grinfey, and all other

5 G 2 iflands.
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iflands, rocks, and fands whatfoever, &c. within the circuit or prajcinft of the fald ifles.

And all lands, tenements, meadows, paftures, grounds, feedings, fifliings, filliing places,

mines of tin, lead, and coals, and all profits of the fame ; and full power to dig, work,

and mine in the premifes. And alfo all the marflieSj void grounds, woods, underwoods,

rents, rcverfions, fcrvices ; and alio all other profits, rights, commodities, advantages,

and emoluments within the faid ifles. And moiety or half part of all fliipwreck, to be

divided between the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, or his affigns, and the king, his heirs

and fuccelTors, for fuch time as the office of lord high admiral ihall be conferred on any

nerfon of perfons, then the fliid fliipwreck to be divided between the lord high admiral

for the time being, and the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executor and affigns. And
the faid king did alfo grant all his liberties, franchifes, authorities, and jurifdidions, as

have been heretofore ufed within the faid iflands. And full power and jurifdidlion to

hear, examine, and finally determine, all plaints, fuits, matters, adtions, controverfies,

contentions, and demands whatfoever, moved or depending between party and party ;

now or at any time hereafter inhabiting the faid ifles. (All herefies, treafons, matters

touching life, or member of man, or title of land ; and alfo all controverfies and caufes

touching fhips, and other things and offences happening upon the fea hereafter, belong-

ing to the high court of admiralty for the time being, and therein to be tried, always

excepted,) to hold unto the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executors and afligns, unto

the end and term of 89 years from the end and expiration of a term of 50 years

granted to Francis Godolphin, Efq. by his late Majefty King Charles the firft
;
yielding

and paying to his JVIajefty, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, the yearly rent of 40I. at the feaft

of St. Michael, into the hands of the receiver for the Dutchy of Cornwall for the time

being. And if rent be unpaid two months after due, the grant to be void at the king's

pleafure. And the faid king was pleafed and contented that his lordfliip, his executors,

and afligns, fhall and may receive yearly, at the king's price, one lad of gunpowder,

paying ready money for the fame. And alfo that it ihall and may be lawful to and

for the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executors, and afligns, to take up and prefs his

and their own tenants, tinners, and fervants, to ferve the king's mod: excellent majefty,

his heirs and fucceflbrs, under the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin, his executors, adminif-

trators, and afligns, within the faid iflands, territories, and rocks ; and every or any

of them, in the time of war, for the better keeping and defending the faid ifles, and

every of them, againfl; the enemy, during all the faid term. And it was alfo covenanted

that the faid Sidney Lord Godolphin (hould not alienate or difpofe of this leafe, or

eftate, for the term granted, without the fpecial licence, and confcnt of his faid majefty,

his heirs and fucceflbrs. Nor by his laft will and teftament give and bequeath the fame

unto any of his daughters, unlefs Ihe be married, and her hufband meet to defend the

laid iflands. Nor to any other children within age ; but only to fuch as fliall be of

years fit for their defence. And the faid king ratifies and confirms all claufes, articles,

covenants, &c. according to the true intent and meaning thereof, unto the faid Sidney

Lord Godolphin, his executors, and afligns, during the faid term, notwithflanding any

mif-recital or non-recital of the articles contained in the former leafesor grants of (^ueen

Kllzaheth, King James the firft, and King Charles the firft (as at large in the chapel of

rolls) to the refpcdive proprietors of the faid iflands. Of which it is the king's

pleafure that all and Angular the rights and privileges fhould be continued unto the faid

Sidney Lord Godolphin.

By the aforefaid grants It appears that thefe iflands are under an admiralty-jurifdidion,

and that the lord proprietor, for the time being, is empowered to ereft a court of civil

judicature for hearing and determining all plaints, fuits, trefpaflTes, controverfies, tu-

mults.
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vernment, fo long held by the noble family of Godolphins, refults from their known ge-

nerous difpofition.

To confider the many fhining examples and charaders in this noble family, for inte-

grity, loyahy, (kill in government, mildnefs injuflice, courage in war, hofpitality, &c.

faithfully defcribed by that excellent antiquarian, Arthur Collins, Efq. in his peerage of

England, mull raife an admiration of their exalted virtues, and an emulation to copy

them. Which writer has alfo given an exaft genealogical account of the defcent of

the family, from about the time of the Norman conquefl to the prefent right honour-

able Francis Earl of Godolphin, fo eminently diftinguifhed for his many acls of gene-

rofity, among his other amiable qualities. But for the particulars of the great fervices

of his lordfliip's noble anceftors, I (hall refer the reader to the peerage aforefaid ; and

beg leave to exprefs my own fentiments of his lordlhip's diftinguifhed merits in the

following lines

:

To the Right Honourable Fraiicis Earl of Godolphin, Governor and Proprietor of the

IJlands of Scilly.

IF a long line of patriots great and good,

And honour, flreaming through untainted blood.

Can dignify a man, and raife a name.

To Hand recorded in the lift of fame ;

If worth, tranfmitted to fucceffive heirs,

Defcends, unblemifh'd, thro' a thoufand years
j

If Virtue makes nobility a gem,
And adds a lullic to theantient ftem ;

If merit only can ennoble birth,

And peerage fhines diftinguifhed by worth :

Then you, my lord, the place of honour hold,

Not meanly bought, nor ever bafely fold.

'I'he coronet, that wreaths your noble brow,
- To noble deeds, in virtue's caufe, you owe.

The gen'rous fpirit your forefathers warm'd,

And their brave fotils with dauntlefs courage arm'd.

By life or death to vindicate their prince,

And firmly ftand in liberty's defence.

With equal ardour in your bofora glows,

lixalts your thoughts, and all the patriot fliews.

From aftive youth to venerable age.

Your king and country ilill your zeal engage.

^e'erdid your tongue begild a rotten caulc.

Nor gave a faiiftion to opprtfllve laws.

The fubjeft's rights you ever made your own,

And bravely fcnc'd as yuu have fcnc'd the throne.

Your upright foul, no biafs ever knew,
But wlicn diHrtfl^ed merit was In view.

The uiling paffion of your honcll heart,

Is, where to liiid, and how reward dcfert.

O bleft Scillonians I favourites of Heav'n !

To whom fo wife a governor is given.

You nevti felt the iron hand of pow'r ;

(jpprtflion never landed on yourihore;

The pride of office nevi r frown'd on you ;

Nor harpy lawyers do your iflands kiuivv ;

No tipftaffs, bailiffs, petty-foggcrs, dare

Prefume to ftretch their griping taloiis there.

Since a Godolphin, with pacific fway,

Has lul'd ytur ifltn, as Phtrbus rules the dav.

II Thro
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Thro' every part h« fends hi« (renial heat,

And fprcads his bicflings o'er your rocky feat,

Tho' far divided from your mnthcr itlc,

On you fair freedom looks a friendly fmlle,

On you bcftowa whatever Britons boall,

And pours her efiftson your inelement coaft.

But wliere's the hope that future bUfTnig tills ?

VVhofe is the hand that covers yon from Ills ?

Grateful confefs on whom you (hall depend,
And own Godolphin is your noble friend. R. H,

Scilly Joined -witb Carnival!.

MR. CAMDEN mentions a tradition of atra£t of land called Lioiiefs, once ftretch-

Ing itfelf farther out as a promontory to the weft. That about the middle-way between
land's end and Scilly there are rocks, called, inCornifh, Lethas, by the Englifh, Seven-
Stones. That the Cornifh call that place within the ftones. Tregva, i. e. a dwellin"-

where it has been reported that windows, &c. have been taken up by hooks (for this is

the bell place for fifliing.) And that from the land's End to Scilly the water is nearly

of an equal depth, of about 40 or 60 fathom.

Mr. Carew is of opinion, that Scilly was once part of the land of Cornwall ; and by
other authorities, found in a very old MS. ({hewing it not improbable) this ifle of Al-

bion, being once part of the continent of France, was feparated in the fame manner : of
which alfo fee the extradt of Phil. Tranfadt. No. 352. p. 589. Britain formerly a Penin-

fula, by Dr. Mufgrave. He fhews the probability of an Illhmus, and then of its wearing

away in a long fpace of time by the flux and re-flux of the tides after an irruption by
the violent preflTure of water driven by the winds out of the Atlantic ocean. The well

wind blowing hard for half a year againfl; Britain and France, as obferved by Julius

Casfar. The depth in the ftreights of Dover being not above 1 6 fathom, might be ea-

fily wore down in fuch a feries of years. He obferves that the ridge of earth in the

ftreights (hews the land there was once much higher, but reduced as aforefaid ; efpecially

if it is confidered that the more the bottom of the fea is waflied away, the more level it

becomes. That the fteep, white, flinty and chalky clifts on the oppofite fhores of the

Streights, between Dover and Calais, exactly anfwering to each other for above fix

miles, make it appear that they were feparated as before mentioned, by the wafliing away
of the intermediate earth. That the prefent ftate of Rumney marfli agrees with the

fuppofition ; for whilft the Ifthmus remained, it diverted the courfe of the tides that way,

and caufed the overflowing of the fame, by being a plain low bottom. That this marfli

had once a communication with the fea appears from its ftrong bulwark ; and alio from
the teeth and bones of a hippopotamus, or fome other fea animal, dug up at Chatham
(anno 1668) 17 feet deep (vid. Phil. Tranfadions, No. 272, 275) but an anchor dug
up thereabouts Ihews it more evidently.

That after the Ifthmus was broke through, and all obftacles removed, the fea retired

from Rumney into its channel; whereby that which was formerly an a:ftuary, is now
a fertile plain 20 miles long, and eight broad, yielding good pafture for cattle. That
Ifthmus being admitted, it is eafy to conceive how wolves and other noxious animals

came into Britain. But on the contrary fuppofition, it will be abfurd to imagine that

they were tranfported hither in vcftels for the prefervation of the fpecies. Nor is the

filence of the Greeks and Latins, about the breaking through of this Ifthmus, any ob-

jection, fmce the moft antient hiflory is but from that of Herodotus about 3500 years

back, and from Noah's flood jSoo j and in fuch a vaft fpace of time, as from the be-

ginning.
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ginning, vhat conjtinftion of caufes might happen to produce fuch an effeft ? by fome

Virgil is thought to imply as much in the paflage of " Pcnitus ioto divifos orh Bri-

ta}27!os." And the learned Britifli antiquary, Jo. Twin de rebus Albonicis, p. 22, -is of

the fame opinion, concerning the word divifos, and that Virgil meant it when he ufed

the expreflion. Therefore Dr. Mufgrave concludes from the whole, that Britain was

not originally an ifland, but became fo from a Peninfula by concurrence of fome of the

aforefaid caufes breaking a paflage through the faid Ifthmus. Nor, fays Mr. Childrey*,

can I think but that the Scilly iilands were once parts of the main land of England.
"

And the like 1 conceive of Heyfant in France, an ifle lying before the promontory of

Britain, fevered by degrees each from the other. And to flrengthen this evidence, it

may be obferved that the iflands of Scilly having tin in common with the county of

Cornwall, which no other ifland does produce, is a further probability of their being

once joined to Cornwall, and therefore fevered from thence either by a gradual in-

croachment of the fea, or fome violent irruption.

The Cornifli land from Plymouth difcovers itfelf to be devoured more and more to

the weflward, according to the aforefaid tradition of the traft of Lionefs, being encroach-

ed upon above half the pi-efent diftanc^from the Land's end to Scilly, whence it is pro-

bable that the low Illhmus, once joining Scilly and Lionefs, was firft encroached upon
in the fame manner. The proje£ling land being expofed to the concurrence of the

tides from the Irifh, the Briltol, and Britifli channels, by whofe violence and impetuofity,

encreafed by the winds, the loofe earth of the Gulf-rock might be worn away, leaving the

refiftablc fubftance behind flanding as it is, in the middle way, betwixt Scilly and Corn-

wall. Or by whatever violent caufes or irruption of the fea over the land was once made,

a new tendency of that fluid element was thereby acquired and continued.

Thcfe notions are confirmed by inftances of the incroachments and retreats of the

fea, about fcveral parts of the Englifh coafl, in later days ; particularly the breach

made by the fea at Dagenham, whereby great part of the Eflex land was overflowed, and

mufl have been v\'ore into a fea, if the timely wifdom and vigilance of a Britifh parlia-

ment, by fccuring the breach, had not prevented it.

*
J. Childrey, of Cornifli rarities, printed anno 1662.
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A TOUR THROUGH THE ISLE OF MAN: TO WHICH IS SUBJOINED A RE-
riEW OF THE AIANKS HISTORl". Br DAVID ROBERTSON, ES^.

PREFACE.

THIS delightful ifland having been hitherto little vifited,-<:ither by the man of letters,

or the lover of pidurefque beauty, an attempt to defcribe its truly romantic fcenery,

to delineate the culloms and manners of its inhabitants, and from various fources to

deduce its hiftors', may not prove unacceptable to the public. I do not, however, flatter

niyfelf with obtaining the approbation of eveiy reader. Some of the natives may be

offended with the fketch I have given of their general charaiflcr : the political parties,

who have forfome years agitated the country, may alTeft to difrcgard a work, that, in-

ftead of flattering the prejudices of either, expofes the ambitious and intereded views of

both : -while the idolaters of defpotifm may refent my ardent attachment to principles,

which, I hope, will foon be as univerfal, as they are facred and immutable.

Tliis volume I do not prefume to fay is exempt from errors; -my heart however

acquits me of any intended mifreprefentation. To point out with candour what inad-

vertencies may occur, will merit my gratitude ; for the fatisfaclion afforded by the cor-

regions of the candid critic, can only be furpaffed by the pleafure refulting from the ap-

probation of the generous : but the animadverfions of the illiberal, as they cannot

poffibly injure my tranquillity of mind, 1 fhall allow to pafs filently into oblivion.

London, OHober l^tb, 1 793.

A TOUR THROUGH THE ISLE OF MAN.

Chap. I.

—

View of the IJland from Sea.—A Smuggler.—Douglas Bay.—T/je Salmon
Fijhery.

DESIROUS of revifiting a country endeared to me by the remembrance of pad
pleafures, I devoted the fummer of 1791 to a tour through this ifland. The profpect

of meeting once more with the few friends and companions which time had left me on
the ifland, feemed to invite me thither ; and from tracing the progrefs of refinement

in manners, the advances of agriculture, the new channels of trade and commerce, and
the benign influence of the Britifli government, I promifed myfelf no inconliderable de-

gree of mental pleafure.

With this flattering profpeft I failed from Whitehaven in one of his Majefl;y's cutters;

and, as the day was delightfully ferene, in a few hours obferved the mountains of
Mona breaking from the ambient clouds. On a nearer approach they afforded us a

fublime and piftureique view : mountain piled upon mountain, extending in a lofty

range for many miles ; in the centre of which, Snaffield, with awful grandeur, Ufted his

brow to Heaven, and feemed proudly to claim the pre eminence.

The bold and rugged coaft next demanded our attention ; as even at a league's dif-

tance it feemed to threaten us with approaching ruin. In fome places it funk into deep
VOL. II. 5 H and
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and gloomy caverns ; and in others was overhung with frowning precipices : while

the folitary fcreeches of the fea-mews united with the wildnefs of the fcenery, to fill

the mind with an awful melancholy.

In a little I difcovered under the Ihelter of Maughold's Head *, a fmall veffel lying at

anchor. It proved a fmuggling boat, laden with wine, rum, and tobacco ; and had

failed from Laxey on the preceding night : hut, unable to reach the Englifli fhore be-

fore morning, had retired under the high land, in expectation that the emfuing night

would prove more favourable. But how delufive are the hopes of mortals ! Being foon

difcovered by the cutter, the boat was without any oppofition feized, and the crew tranf-

ported aboard our veffel. The infulting exultations of the failors, and the gloomy filence

of the fmugglers formed an affefting contrail. The owner of the property had in his

air fomewhat fuperior to the reft. His countenance ftrongly expreffed ihame and fullen

anguilh. As he retired to a corner of the veffel, wringing his hands, I heard him ex-

claim : " Now am I ruined indeed ! How Ihall I return to my wife and family ?" He
had once feen better days. By his father he inherited a fmall eftate in Cumberland

;

but, one misfortune rapidly fucceeding another, it was firft deeply mortgaged, and then

fold. To retrieve his misfortunes he engaged in this illicit trade ; and had imprudently

rifqued, in this firft enterprize, the fragments of his fortune: thereby involving a young

and numerous family in unexpefted ruin. I frequently endeavoured to mitigate his

forrows; they wov:ld not however admit of confolation. His diftrefs I reprefented

to the commander of the cutter ; but, though he pitied his calamity, no interceffion

could then avail.

This incident I have preferved, as it prefents an awful warning to thofe, who, from

infatuation or habit, prefer this hazardous and illicit manner of acquiring wealth, to the

flow, but more certain, gains of honeft induftry.

Before funfet the breeze which had hitherto proved favourable died away, and for

fome time we were becalmed in the Bay of Douglas ; which, in the form of a crefcent,

extends for three miles from Clay-Head to Douglas-Promontory. The evening grew

more and more ferene : the fetting fun threw a beautiful veil of light over the moun-

tains; and the evcning-fky gave a ruddy tinge to the fcarcely-heaving ocean. A few

ftraggling fiflier-boats were moving homewards. The verdure of the fields, the wood-

circled hamlets, the flocks Scattered over the mountains, and the fmoke curling from the

town of Douglas, improved the landfcape, and afforded a pleafing contraft to the gloomy

fcenes we had lately paffed.

Douglas-Bay is fpacious, and the neighbouring high lands render it an afylumfrom

the tempefts of the north, weft, and fouth ; but to the ftorms of the eaft it is greatly

expofed. Both points prefent a dangerous and rocky fhore. A variety of fifh is here

caught in great abundance. The cod is a high luxury : and the falmon, though fmall,

equals in delicacy and flavour the choiceft in England ; and during the months of July,

Auguft, and September, is very plentiful.

'i'his fifhery has been claimed by the Duke of Athol as one of his manerial rights^

Since the fale of the ifland in 1765, it has been deemed the property of the crown ; and

by the Lords of the Treafury is at prefent let at a fum greatly inadequate to its value.

When the leafe expires, whether government will at an advanced fum renev/ it, or re-

ftore the fifhery to the Duke of Athol, will depend on the report of the five comiffioners,

lately appointed by the crown, to inveftigate the equity of his Grace's demands.

f A huge promontory.

Chap.
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Chap. II.

—

Arrival at Douglas—Ruinous State of the Harbour—An azvful Calamity—
Rcfledions.

AFTER I had indulged myfelf for feme time in viewing the beautiful and romantic
fcenery of Douglas-bay, a gentle breeze fprung up, and we arrived at the town about
nine in the evening.

The entrance of the harbour is narrow and dangerous, being fenced on each fide by
a range of precipices. In the centre of thefe a light-houfe, at once ufeful and orna-

mental, formerly flood. This, with a great part of the key, was deflroved by a fevere

ftorm in 1 786 ; and in this ruinous ftate, highly injurious to the public, and fatal to

many individuals, it has remained ever fmce. To enumerate the various fhipwrecks
this negleft has occafioned, would be unneceffary : but the awful calamity, which hap-

pened in September 1787, is too interelb'ng to be paffed over in filence. I v/as then in

Douglas, and never before witneffed fuch a fcene of horror.

The preceding day was delightfully ferene; the fky pure and unclouded ; and the fun

flione forth in all his (irength and beauty. In the morning, about four hundred fifner-

boats appeared in the bay and harbour, deeply laden with herrings, to the amount of
5000I. Gladnefs fmiled in ever)' eye, and the fong of mirth gave new energy to labour.

The earlier part of the day was paffed in unlading the boats, and the remainder devoted

to feftivity.

The herring-ground was then off Clayhead and Laxcy, about three lengues from
Douglas. In the evening when the boats again failed thither, there were no indica-

tions of a change in the weather ; but at midnight a brifk equinoftial gale arofe ; and
the fifliermen, impelled by their ufual timidity, fled to the iiarbour of Douglas for

refuge.

On the ruins of the Light-houfe is fixed a {lender poll, from which is hung a fmall

lantern. This wretched fubftitute was thrown down by one of the firll boats in its ea-

gernefs to gain the harbour. The confequences were dreadful. In a few minutes all

was horror and confufion. The darknefs of the night ; the raging of the fea ; the vef-

fels dafhing againft the rocks; the cries of the fifliermen, perifhing in the waves; and
the flirieks of the women afhore ; imparted fuch a fenfation of horror, as none but a

fpeftator can poffibly conceive ! When the morning came, it prefented an awful fpe£l:a-

cle : the beach and rocks covered with wrecks ; and a group of dead bodies floating

in the harbour. In fonie boats whole families perifhed. The fhore was crowded with

women : fome in all the frantic agony of grief, alternately weeping over the corfes of

father, brother, and hufband ; and others, finking in the embrace of thofe, whom, a

moment before, they imagined were buried in the waves. The buftle of trade ceaf-

ed ; its eagemefs yielded to the feelings of Nature ; an awful gloom fat on every coun-

tenance ; and every bofom either bled with its own anguifh, or fympathized with the

fufferings of others.

Dreadful as this calamity was, it did not awaken the parental care of adminiftration
;

and to this hour the harbour of Douglas remains in the fame ruinous ftate : ufclefs, in a

great degree, to the public} fatal to individuals; and a monument of reproach to

government *.

* STnce the above was written (1791) I liave, with much pleafure, obferved the attention of government

to this lubjeifl. A new Key, on a plan at once beneficial and elegant, has httly been projeiled: which,

I hope, will be executed in the enfuing fummer.

5 H 2 For
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For feveral years the revenue of the ifland has been greater than the expenditure

:

and a confiderable balance is now in the Britifh treafury, which will be annually aug-

mented. The inhabitants of the Ifle of Man have therefore a jull claim upon government,

that v\ith their own revenue their principal harbour ihould be repaired ; and ttie fiiftty

of the public certainly demands, that what nature defigned for a general afylum from

the tempefts in the neighbouring feas, fhould not longer remain in ruins.

Were it rendered fafe and commodious, his Majefty's cutters would frequently refort

hither J
and trading veflels, inftead of vainly combating the fury of the waves, would,

till the ftorm abated, feek fhelter here. Trade would foou be revived in Douglas, and

profperity diffuled through the ifland.

A Deceafed Friend.—Defcripimi of Douglas.—Duke of AthoVs refidencc.— Si. George's

• Chapel.—Epifcopal Anecdote.

PURE and uninterrupted enjoyment is feldom the lot of mortals : frequently, as

we raife the cup of pleafure to our lips, it is daflied by fome unexpefted misfortune.

—The happinei's which I had promiied myfelf from an interview with my friends in

Douglas was fenfibly diminiflied, by not obferving, among the few who welcomed me
afliore, one who was particularly endeared to me. At a little diflance I faw his favou-

rite j'ervant approaching. His locks had grown grey in the fervice of my friend. As
he advanced, a tear Aarted into his eye ; while his melancholy air fufficiently exprefled

" that my friend was no more." "My poor mailer," cried Gerard, fliaking his grey

locks, " is now at reft. " You were abfcnt, and his eyes were clofed by (trangers
;

yet as fome confoiaiion know, that in his lafl; moments, he tenderly remembered your

friendlhip. To-morrow I will Ihow you where they buried him." " Yes, Gerard, I

will vilit his grave : I will bathe the turf that covers him with my tears ; and figh over

the confecrated fpot."— ' Here fleeps in peace the friend of mankind !'

1 he reader, I flatter myfelf, will forgive this effufion to the memory ofGeorge Parker,

Efquire *
; when he is informed, that it is a tribute of refpedt not more due to

friendlhip than to philanthropy : for his life was an ornament, and his death a real lofs

to fociety.

Douglas, or according to the antient orthography, Dufglafs, is now the principal

town in the ifland. The feat of government is at Caflle-town, about ten miles diftant

:

but trade and commerce have rendered Douglas, in wealth and importance, greatly

luperior.

Near the fouthem point of the bay the town rifes in a triangular form : and in fitu-

ation is both falubrious and pleafant ; commanding a fine view of the neighbouring

country, and a moft extenfive profpeft of the fea, with the majeftic mountains of Lan-

cafliire and Cumberland. The town, confidering its extent, is now very populous
;

although, about a century ago, it was but little more than a group of clay-built

cottages. The eflablilhment of the excife in England, uniting with other circumltances,

occafioned an influx of wealth into the ifland. The bold adventurer often rapidly and

uncxpededly, by illicit commerce, acquiring affluence, his paternal hut was foondemo-

liflied ; and on the favoured fpot was erefted a manfion, more flattering to his luxury

and ambition : while his lefs fortunate neighbour contented himfelf with a refidence,

barely adequate to flielter himfelf and family from the feveritics of the weather.

This, I prefume, will account for the prefent irregularity of the ftreets ; and the fur-

prize which a ftranger feels, on viewing feveral of the befl houfes hemmed in by fo

• Brother of Admiral Sir Ptter Parker, Bart.

1 many
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many niiferablc cottaj^es. Several of thefe have, however, been lately deinolifhed

:

and a fpirit of archited^ural elegance feems now rifing in Douglas ; to which the Manks
have, many inducements, particularly, from their eafy accefs to fome fine quarries of
lime, ftone, and marble.

A fine river, forming the harbour of Douglas, runs clofe by the town. The houfes,

which (kirt the banks of tlie river, have an air oi fuperior elegance ; and at high water
would make, with the Slipping and adjacent fcenery, a pleafing landfcape.

Thcrefidence of his Grace the Duke of Athol is a (lately edifice. It was built, pre-

vious to the lale of the ifland, by a merchant in Douglas, at a confiderable expence;
and was foon after that tranfadlion fold to the Duke of Athol for 300I. a memorable
inflance of the confteraation which univerfally prevailed in the ifland at that period. But
fometimes how fliort-fighted are mankind ! The re-veftment of the ifland in the crown of
Great Britain, which the inhabitants then believed would ruin the country, foon proved
the foundation of all the bleflings which they now enjoy.

There is a free-fchool at Douglas ; but what perhaps will appear aftonifhing to an
Engliflmian, there is not in the whole ifland a fingle edifice devoted to the reftoration of
the fick, or the relief of the poor: yet, in few places, is private charity more univer-

fally liberal.

On fome rocks, near the mouth of the harbour, is an ancient fort, formerly intended

for its defence, but now ufed as a temporary prifon for criminals. In the centre of

thetownis afmall chapel, dedicated to St. Matthew, vk-hich has little claim to the atten-

tion of a traveller: but on an eminence, a little weil from Douglas, rifes St. George's

chapel ; a modern edifice, at once fpacious and elegant. It was built by fubfcription,

and the funds were lodged with the Right Reverend George Mafon, biihop of the di-

ocefe ; a man, whofe elevation to the epifcopal dignity occafioned his future misfortunes.

Being raifed to the mitre by the generofity of the Athol-family, he devoted himfelf

to its interefts ; and was eafily feduced to engage, with fome degree of violence, in pro-

moting his Grace's well known attempt to re-eftablifli in the ifland fome portion of

that feudal feverity, which the wifdom of ages had aboliflied. The bifliop profaned

his fpiritual authority, by direding it againft his political opponents. Bifliop's Court,

a manfion formerly confecrated by the venerable piety, meeknefs, and virtue of Biihop

Wilfon, now emulated the Vatican. The thunders of the church fhook the ifland: at

length the civil power arofe and checked epifcopal prefumption. By this falutary in-

terference, thebifhop's influence being weakened, and his feelings injured, he foon after

died, regretting his pad temerity.

At his death there was a great deficiency of the funds which had been entrufted to

his care. All was anarchy and difcontent. The wealthy creditor was injured ; and
theinduftrious labourer almoll ruined ! Thus, St. George's chapel, in a great meafure,

owes its prefent fplendour to the diftreffes of many individuals : a reflection equally

afBiOing to the pious and humane.

Chap.
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Chap. IV.

—

Viezv of Society hi Douglas.—Fropcnfity of the inferior Claffl's to Gam-
hling.—The Theatre.—Prejudices of the Natives.—Prodigality of the Englifh.—An
affecting Story.

DOUGLAS, from its trade and commerce*, is the moft important town in the

ifland ; and its inhabitants, from their intercourfe with flrangers, the moft polifhed in

their manners. But Douglas is not only the chief feat of commerce: it is alio the prin-

cipal refidence of the Englifti, Officers on half pay, and gentlemen of fmall fortunes

refort hither ; invited by the abundance of the neceffaries, and the eafy accefs to the

luxuries, of life. Befides thefe, there are feveral decayed merchants who have fought

fhelter here from the perfecution of unrelenting creditors f : thefe live in retirement,

and feldom mingle with their more independent countrymen.

To the fociety of the Englifli Douglas is confiderably indebted. They have given

life and gaiety to the town ; and have contributed to polifh the manners of the natives.

Convivial focieties, aflemblies, and card-parties, are now frequent among the higher

circles of Douglas. Whift is their favourite game; and they feldom play high. Cards

are however introduced on every occafion, and generally accompanied with a plenitude

of excellent wines.

Among the inferior claffes gaming is far more pernicious. Inebriation is here its

conftant attendant. The taverns are nightly filled with tradefmen; who, on the chance

of a card, a die, or a billiard-ball, will hazard their laft farthing. When carried to this

excefs, gaming is highly criminal. The mind, infatuated with play, becomes blind to

every danger ; regardlefs of every duty ; and callous to every attachment. The
gamefter not only rufhes on precipitately to his own ruin ; he frequently involves the

innocent therein : and how greatly mufl it heighten his diftrefs to refieft, that by

this infatuation to play, he may have reduced a virtuous wife and late-flourifhing

family to mifery ! Yet, in Douglas, there are fome awful monuments of this wretch-

ednefs.

Although the liberal arts have few votaries here, a neat theatre has been ereded by

Captain Tenifon, with the benevolent defign of contributing to the relief of the poor.

But from the penury of dramatic genius in tliis country, his charitable intentions

have been hitherto fruftrated : and experience has lately fhewn, that here the ad-

mirers of the drama are too inconfiderable to fupport, even for a few weeks, a regular

company.
The harmony of fociety in Douglas is fometimes marred by mutual prejudices. In

many of the natives, notwithftanding a fhow of politenefs and hofpitality, there is a fe-

cret averfion to ftrangers : and in feveral of the Englifh an unreafonable contempt of

the Manks. The one is deemed too fhrewd and felfifh ; and the other too prodigal.

The Manfman has been accufed of feeking interefl: with infatiable avidity, in all his pur-

fuits ; and the Enghfliman, with much juflice, has been upbraided with facrificing every

* As Douglas is the principal port of tlic ifland, I intend to give an ample account of its preftnt trade

and commerce, after the topofrraphical department of the work.

+ The Ide of Man is iinivcifally accounted an afylum to thofe, who have contrjifled debts durinjr their

refidence in Britain or Ireland ; and prciuming on this, fome liave fled liither and defrauded tiieir creditors :

but, at prefent, there is no law cxifting in this ifland, which protects a debtor from the profecution of his

trediior, when the debt is fufficiently proved.

I obje£l
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objed to prefect enjoyment : while thcfe prejudices are frequently heightened, by the
thoughtlels prodigality of the flranger involving him in debt to the native, and thereby
fubjetting him to theincivihtiesof an importunate creditor.

Many of theEnglifli gentlemen, rcfidcnt here, are more acquainted wiili convivial

enjoyments than with the pleafures of retirement. They are more Bon Vivants, than
Penferofos. Accordingly, the feftive entertainments of the Englifli are nuinerous and
fplendid j while each ftudics to emulate the other by thefumptuoufnefs, or delicacy, of
his table, and the variety and profufion of his wines. But this prodigality of the Eng-
lifh, frequently exceeding their income, becomes highly culpable. It injures the na-
tives : it afieds the credit of other Grangers ; and often precipitates themfclvcs into

the deeped diftrefs. Omitting many recent instances of this, I fliall felcd one which
happened fome years ago, as it was attended with a circumflance peculiarly affedting.

Captain was a gallant veteran, who had fuffered and bled for his country,
in the wilds of America. Having there diftinguiflied himfelf by cool intrepidity, at the
clofe of that unfortunate war, he returned with the troops to England; where he was
foon afterwards reduced to half-pay. With this pittance he retired to Douglas. His
daughter, a young, beautiful, and accomplifhed woman, attended him. Her beauty was
foftened by a penfive melancholy, arifing from the perfidy of a wretch, who, under the
mod facred vows, had violated her honour. On their arrival they attraded general
attention. He was refpedted for his valour, and fhe efteemed for her beauty. They
were every where received with a fplendid hofpitality ; which the pride of the gallant

veteran endeavoured to return and emulate. But this profufe generofity foon exhaurted
his finances ; and ere his next half-pay could relieve him, he was arrefted and impri-

foned. Every frown of fortune the veteran bore with the dignity of virtue. His daugh-
ter's prefence illuminated the horrors of a prifon. With filial piety fhe mitigated his

forrows ; and in her tendernefs he forgot for a while the injuries of mankind. This,
however, was a deceitful calm ; for a few weeks revealed the daughter's fliame, and
brought the father's grey hairs with anguifh to the grave. Being exquifitely alive to

the honour of a foldier, his feelings could not brook the difhonour of his daughter.

Under fuch a weight ofmifery he funk; yet in his lafl: mom.ents he tenderly embraced,
and poured forth bleflings over his deluded child. Her anguifli was inexpreffible. She
buried her father : but did not long furvive him. Her frame was too delicate to fup-

port the anguifli of her mind. She languifhed ; fliefunk; and at length fought in a
better world that peace, which had been denied her in this.

Chap. V.—Tbe Nunnery.—Female Piety.—Kirk-Braddan.—Veneratiofi of the Manks
for their deceafed Friends.— View of the Country round Douglas.—Advances of ^^gri'

culture.—Abundance of the IJland.

AT a little diftance from Douglas is fituated, in a mod delightful folitude, the

Nunnery. Clofe by the modern building is a venerable relique of the ancient priory;

which, according to the IVIanks' tradition, was founded in the fixth century, by Saint

Bridget, when (he came to receive the veil of virginity from St. Maughold. From the

pious celebrity of its foundrefs, the monaftery was foon tenanted by female votaries
;

fome of whom were compelled by parental ambition, while others were deluded by vi-

fionary joys, to fruftrate the benignity of Nature, by facrificing their youth and beauty

at the fhrine of fuperdition. Yet, amid the gloom of this once-hallowed fpot, devo-

tion
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tion might fometimcs heighten the raptures of the enthufiafl: ; oi- religion, witii her

heavenlv balm, heal the wounds of the unfortunate.

The Prioreis of Douglas was anciently a baronefs of the ifle- Her pcrfon was fa-

cred ; her authority dignified ; her revenue extenfive ; and her privileges important.

She held courts in her own name ; and from the Lord's Court flie frequently de-

manded her vaffals, and tried them by a jury of her own tenants. When fuch was her

temporal authority, it may be prefumedof her fpiritual jurifdidion, that

" Here peictance a tyrant-abbefa reign'd,

Wlio i-ul'd ihe cloilkr with an ii-on-tod *.'*

But every veftige of her magnificence and dignity has long fmce vaniflied, except the

ruins of the convent where flie once prefided : and even thefe, when a few years iiave

glided away, will alfo difappear. Every ornament of its former grandeur is now le-

velled with the ground ; the mouldering walls are mantled v/ith ivy j cluiterlng wild-

flowers crown their fummit j and the whole ruin, being (haded with aged trees, is at

once gloomy and romantic.

The modern building has an air of elegance fuperior to any other in the Ifland. The
gardens are fpacious and luxuriant ; and the furrounding fields, being highly culti-

vated, and finely interfpcrfed with woods and waters, prefent an exquifite landfcape.

In this charming retirement, once confecrated to piety, but now facred to hofpitality.

Captain Taubman, the worthy proprietor, enjoys, " Otiicm cum dignitafe ;" not more

elleemed by ftrangers, for his politenefs and generofity, than refpecled by the natives,

for his worth and benevolence.

About a mile from the nunnery, bofomed in a group of aged trees, appears the ve-

nerable Kirk-Braddan f. The furrounding fcenery is iblemn and romantic. The laft

time I vifited this facred folitude was on a fine fummer evening. The ruddy fun was

finking behind the weftern hills : and his parting beams fhone faintly on the church-

yard. Beneath, the river, in many a maze, murmured along its root-inwovcn banks ;

while, overhead, a few folitary rooks had perched their nefts on the fummit of the trees.

The gales of evening fighed among the groves : and at intervals the tones of the death-

bell iffued from the church. A lolemn calm breathed around : and every object in-

fenfibly difpofed me to a pleafing, yet awful melancholy ; rcflcding, as I trod above the

venerable dead,

•' Time was, like me, tlity life poflift,

And time will be when 1 fhall reft."

In this hallowed fpot the inhabitants of Douglas, and the rude forefathers of the

neighbouring hamlets, flecp in peace. Here the green turf lies lightly on the breads of

fome; and there, the long grais waves luxuriant over others ; while all around

" Some frail memorial ftill erefied nigh,

With unciuith rhymes and fhapek-fs fcnlpture deckt.

Implores the pafling tribute of a ligh."

The Manks are foHcitous to pay every veneration due to deceafed friends. "When
an inhabitant dies, he is attended to the church-yard by a great concourfe of friend*

• Jerningham.
} Braddan, in the Manks' language, fignifies a Salmon ; and thij church probably derives its name from

it? vicinity to a river which abounds with this delicate fifh.

and
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and neighbours. Before the corpfe a funeral hymn is fung, which clofes on leaving the

town •
; but is refumed on approaching the place of burial. The corpfe is then in-

terred, according to the rites of the church of England : the folemnity of which, at

Kirk-Braddan, is confiderably heightened by the quiet and gloom of the furroundin"-

fcenery.

Colonel Townley, in his voluminous Journal of Trifles, has been pleafcd to give a lu-

dicrous account of Kirk-Braddan. With fuch puerilities the old gentleman might have
amufed himfelf and his friends. But why fhould he have increafed them by his mis-re-

prefentations ; and then, to gratify his fpleen, obtruded them on the public?

Befides the Nunnery, there are feveral houfes pleafantiy fituatein the neighbourhood
of Douglas. Of thefe I (hall only enum.erate Athol Lodge, the prefcnt rcfidence of

Lord Henry Murray ; Ballaughton, enlivened by the generous conviviality of Captain

Southcote ; and the Hague, the feat of the late Richard Betham, LL. D.; a gentleman,
whofe erudition was truly refpeOable ; and to whofe politenefs and friendfhip I am high*

ly indebted.

The land round Douglas, though perhaps not the richeft, is certiinly the bail culti-

vated in the ifland. Of late years feveral Englilh farmers, fmking undci* the accumu-
lated taxes of their own country, have retired to a land, as yet exempt from fuch op-

preffion. Here they enjoy peace and abundance; while the fuccefs attending their agri-

cultural labours feems at length to have roufed the Manks from their lethargy. The
niarfliy grounds are now drained ; the wafle lands enclofed, and nourifiied with lime,

marie tj and fea-weed ; cultivation begins to throw a rich verdure over hill and vale ;

and the yellow harvefls now wave luxuriant " o'er the fmiling land." The value of

landed property, of courfe, is now confiderably increafed ; the country enriched by
the exportation of produce ; and the markets at home abundantly ftored with a variety

of provifions. Eggs, butter, and poultry, are here very plentiful. Beef f-ddom exceeds

2d. a pound ; mutton is equally cheap, and perhaps the moil delicious in the world,

pork is ftill cheaper. The pigs fed at home are reafonably large ; and have fometimes

a fifliy flavour : but there is a fmall fpecies, called Purs, which run wild on the moun-
tains, and are efleemed a mod admirable delicacy. Hares, partridges, and moor-gam®
are plentiful : and of fifh there is great variety.

From this abundance of domeltic comforts, and the plenitude of foreign luxuries.,

perfons of fmall fortunes here enjoy life in its full flow: for here, the oppreflion of game^
laws, land-taxation, and excife-eftablifhment are utterly unknown

J.

In permitting one article of commerce the Manks are certainly culpable. Great
quantities of excellent grain are annually exported ; and in return very indificrent flour

i« imported for domeffic confumption. But this error will, I hope, in a few months
be remedied ; for, fince I left the ifland, Captain Taubman ha^; informed me, that on
his eflates grain-mills are now erecting, which will foon be fufHclent for the fupply of

the ifland. The fame gentleman has lately endeavoured to pi-omote among his coun-

trymen a more univerfal fpirit for agriculture : and as a ftriking proof of its bleflings,

* The Manks' cliiirch-yards are generally in fome romantic fpot, retired from the towns nnd villages.

f In the north Tide of the ifland marie u very plentiful. The fweepings of tlie red-htrring houfes are

efteemed a rich manure.

^ The only taxes in the ifland are los. 6d. on er.ch publican per annum
;

5s, 2d. en grey-hounds and
pointers ; and ^d on other dogs. Thefe taxes, with a very moderate ftatute duty, are appropriated to the

repairs of the public roads ; which are, in general, equal to any in hngland, without being fettered at every

turning with odious impolls ; in he whole ifland there is not a fipgic turr.pike. The mtrcantile impolls

I fhall afterwards mention.

VOL. n. 5 X has



794 ».OBERTSON*^S TOUR THROUGH THE ISLE OF MAN.

has cultivated a hill in the vicinity of Douglas, which, a few years fince, was one of the

moft barren fpots in the ifland. His patriotic enterprize certainly merits imitation ; for

with every advance of agriculture, the comforts of life, and confequently the happinefs

of fociety, gradually increafe.

Chap. VI.— Newtown.— Balafalla.— T}?e Cotton-Works. — The DeemJler*s-Coiirt. —
Propenfity of the Manks to trifliji^ Litigations.

HAVING paffed a few weeks at Douglas, in vifiting thofe fcenes which had once

been the witnefs of my earlier pleafures, I was induced by two of my friends to accom-

pany them in an ambulatory excurfion round the iiland.

We fet out from Douglas early in the morning. The weather was delightfully ferene.

As we paffed the nunnery, the fun in all his glory, broke from the horizon. Nature

feemed to rejoice at his return. The ocean imbibed his rofy beams; and the mountains

of Mona flamed with his radiance. The neighbouring vales were in luxuriant bloflbm,

and exhaled the fragrance of the morning j while the furrounding groves poured forth

the melting melodies of rapture and love.

The next objeft which engaged our attention was a bevy of country-lafles, going at

that earlv hour to Douglas-market. They were feated on fmall horles with panniers
;

one fide of which were filled with the produce of their little farms, and the other ge-

nerally balanced with pebbles. The rofe of health was glowing on their cheek ; and
gladnefs fmiled in every eye. Their deportment was modefl and unaffected ; and, as

they advanced, with an air of the fvveetelf fmiplicity they wiflied us good morning.

—

"Happy fouls!" 1 exclaimed, "unacquainted are ye with that courtly polifli, which

refines away every virtue. Your homely falutation is genuine politenefs ; for it is the

offspring of truth and benevolence !"

Soon after parting with this ruftic group of beauty and innocence, we came to New-
town, the refidcnce of Sir Wadfworth Bulk, Attorney-General of the ifland. The
houfe is elegant : and Sir Wadfworth's fine taffe endeavoured to embellifli fome of the

neighbouring fields ; but the flerility of the foil, in a great meafure, has frultrated every

attempt. Yet, in this retirement Sir Wadfworth devotes himfelf to the purfuits of li-

terature and the enjoyment of domefl;ic virtues.

At a little diitance from Newtown, on the top of a mountain. Sir Wadfworth erefted

a pillar infcribed to theOucen, in commemoration of His Majefty's recovery in 1789 ;

which has little to recommend it to a traveller's attention, except the loyalty it exprelfes.

To the fifhermcn on this fide of the ifland, it however proves, from its elevation, an.

excellent fea-mark.

After leaving Newtown we proceeded to Balafalla, a neat village, pleafantly fituated

about two miles from Cafl:letown. Here is a cotton-work, belonging to MeflTrs. De-la-

Prime ; which is conduced on the liame principles with thofe in Lancafhire, and gives

employment to many poor families in the neighbourhood. The raw cotton is imported

from Liverpool, and, when fpun, is fent to Manchefter. The vicinity of the ifland to

thcfc markets, united with other circumftances which I fliall afterwards mention, renders

this country highly advantageous for the ellabliflmienis of fuch works. Is it not then

allonilhing, that this fliould be the only one in the ifland ; when private intereit fo con-

fpicuoufly unites with public good for ellablifhing them in this country ?

But the village of Balafalla at prefcnt acquires a greater degree of importance from
:hc refidencc of the Deemiter, or Chief Julticc of the ifland, than from the cottoa-

workSa
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works. There were formerly two Dcemners; one for the northern, and the other for

tnc fouthern divifion of the iiland : but the prefent Deeinfter, Thomas Moore, Efq.

a man of confiJerable abilities and penetration, enjoys the honours and emoluments of

both offices; a regular court being held at Balaralhi for the fouth divifion of the ifle,

and an occafional one at the north fide for that department *.

This office was anciently of great dignity. The Deemfters were not only the chief

Judges of the ifle ; they were alfo the Lord's Privy-counfcllors : and their influence

over the people, in fome degree, refembled the civil authority of the ancient Druids.

They were elleemed the venerable oracles of jufl:ice, and in their bofoins refided the

laws, which only on important occafions, were divulged to the people f.

In each of the four towns there is a bailiff, or inferior judge, who gives judgement for

fmall debts, not exceeding forty (hillings of Manks' currency. But all money-litigations

to a greater amount, and profecutions for defamation, perfonal injuries, &c. &c. are ge-

nerally brought before the Deemfter at Balafalla : who either determines them accord-

ing to his own judgement ; or fhould they be important, deems them to be decided by a

jury at common-law, where he fits as one of the judges.

The Manks have a culpable propenfity to trifling litigations. A rafli word, a cho-

leric adion, or a wound which the hand of friendfliip might eafily have healed, is by

the malicious induftry of thofe who batten on the follies and errors of mankind, fwelled

into an intolerable offence. Both parties prepare for the combat ; and both are confi-

dent of fuccefs. This depends on the juftice of his caufe ; and that on the abilities of

his attorney, or the accommodating evidence of his witneffes. At length the eloquence

of the Manks bar begins to flow. Impertinence, and infolence, are copioufly poured

forth by the one pleader ; and as liberally returned by the other : and when the attor-

nies have exhaufled their potent eloquence, and a few witnefles have been permitted to

perjure themfelves, the bufinefs generally terminates in favour of the party whofe wit-

neffes have been leafl fcrupulous.

Surely, fuch an encouragement of idlenefs, malevolence, and perjury, ought to be

checked. Trifling difputes ought to crufhed in their infancy ; and the litigious punifh-

ed : while the profeffional promoters of this infamous traffick ought to be banifhed

from fociety, as enemies to fecial concord and happinefs. The afperity of this reflec-

tion may be applied to individuals, but ought not to be extended to the profeflion of

the law ; for in every country I believe there are lawyers of integrity and benevolence,

who, as well defending the innocent, as profecuting the guilty, certainly merit the ap-

probation of mankind. Even in this ifland I could mention fome gentlemen, who, fen-

fible of the dangerous tendency of the trifling litigations fo frequently agitated at Bala-

falla, confine their pleadings to the courts of common law and chancery.

Chap. VII.

—

Tbe Abbey.—Its ancient Dignity.—RefeSIions on Monajlical Injlitittions.—
An interejling Storj.

AT a little difl:ance from Balafalla is pleafantly fituated the venerable abbey of St.

Mary of Rufhen, founded in the year 1098, by one Mac Manis, a perfon whofe wifdom
and virtue raifed him, by the univerfal confent of the people, to the diadem of the ifles;

and from founding this monaftery, it may be prcfumed, that his piety was not inferior

* Since this was written, at the requifition of the Duke of Athol, a Deemiler for the northern depart-
ment has been again appointed.

\ This concealment of the laws is an undoubted rch'c of Druidifrn,

512 to
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to his other virtues. This religious eftablifliment confided of an abbot and twelve

monks ; who at firfl; lived by their manual labour, and denied themfelves the indulgence

of wearing flio js, furs, and linen ; or of eating flerti, except on journeys. But this

apoflolical moJe of living did not long continue. Their primitive humility, labour,

and felf-denial, foon yielded to monaftick pride, luxury, and indolence. Their revenue

was increafed by a third of the tithes of the whole Idngdom of Man. Magnificent

buildings were added to the original edifice. Their rooms became more fumptuous
;

their habit more commodious; and their table far more luxurious. Their orchards,,

which from fituation were finely flieltered, became more fpacious and abundant ; while

their extenfive lands, from cultivation, grew every day of greater value. Their tempo-

ral dignity was alfo increafed. The abbot became a baron of the ifland ; was invefted

with power to hold temporal courts in his own name ; and could exempt his own te-

nant, although a criminal, from the fentence of the Lord's Court j and try him by a

jury of his own vaflals.

However highly we may condemn that plenitude of power, with which the dignita-

ries of the church were formerly entrufted ; however judly we may accufe them of:

ambition, indolence, and fenfuality : let us not obliterate their virtues, by a remem-

brance of their crimes ; but recolleft, that from the barbarity of Goths and Vandals,

fcience, with her beauteous train, fought an afylum amid monaftical gloom and fuper-

flition ; from whence llie afterwards burlt on an admiring world. In all her light and

beauty. Nor were thofe Inftitutions unfavourable to humanity, confidering the ferocity

of the ages to which we now allude. The flranger frequently blefled the hofpitality,

and the poor, the bounty, of the monks ; while the fick were vifited, and " the oil o£

gladnefs" poured into the wounds of the affllfted.

The monks of Rulhcn Abbey were of the Clftertian order ; and were not inferior to

their brethren in hofpitality and beneficence : for, according to an ancient writer,

•< they were accounted the almoners of the poor." The election of their abbot was ge-

nerally fanftioned by the approbation of the abbot of Furnefs ; to whom not only

this monaltery, but perhaps even the bifhoprick of the Ifland was In fome degree

fubjeft*.

Many of the kings of the ifles being Interred in this abbey, it was not only liberally

endowed but richly decorated. In the year 13 1 6 It was however plundered by Richard

le Mandevllle ; who, with a numerous train of Irllh, landed at Rannefway on afcenfion-

day ; defeated the Manks, and ravaged their country : however, after a month's refu

dence, he re-Imbarked with his people for Ireland.

Ruftien-abbey, with the adjoining lands, is now the property of the Deemfter. Every

veftige of its interior magnificence has difappeared ; but the ruins of this venerable mo»

naftery dill retain an air of gloomy grandeur.

The abbey-bridge is fituated In a romantic fpot, and by the Manks Is efteemed of great

antiquity Near the monaftery is (hewn a tomb (lone of one of the abbots, which is

difllngulfhed by the paftoral ilaft" and a broad fvvord ; denoting he had as well temporal^

as fpiritual, authority. There is, however, no date or infcrlption now vifible.

* Tl>e following account of this abbey is taken from Tanner's Notitia Monaflica :

" RiifTui or Ry (hen, Clftertian abbey. A reh'glous foundation is fa id to have been begun here A. D.

1CQ>-, by Mac Manis, givernor of the ifle ; but Olave, king of Man. giving fome pofTcflions ticre to the ab-

bey of Fumes, in Lancaihire. Ivocr Evan, abbot there, built a Ciftcician abbey here, A. D. 1 1 4, to the

honour of the bleffcd virgin, and made it fubordinate to Fumes A U. 1 192, tht monits removtd to Uuf-
• glas or Douglas ; where ihey continued four years, and tlien returned to KuiCn, and floiiri/hcd there till

fome time alter the fupprefliton of thofe houfes in England.

Before
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Before I leave this once hallowed place, it may not be improper to prefent the reader
with a fhort piece of monaftic hiftory j which fliail be given without any comment; pre-
mifing only, that there are dill fome veftiges of a fubterraneous road, leading from the
abbey to the caflle, that feem to confirm what tradition has preferved.

In the thirteenth century, Ivar, a young and gallant knight, was enamoured of the
beauteous Matilda. Her birth and fortune were inferior; but his generous mind dif-

dained fuch diftinftions. He loved, and was mofl ardently beloved. The fanclion of
the king was alone wanting to confummate their happinefs. To obtain this, Ivar, Jh
obedience to the cuftom of the ifland, prefented his bride to Reginald, a gay and amo-
rous prince ; who, flruck with the beauty and innocence of Matilda, heightened by
an air of modefty, immediately, for fome pretended crimes, baniflied Ivar from his pre-
fence, and by violence detained the virgin. Grief and indignation alternately fwelled
her bofom, till from the excefs of anguifh Ihe funk into a (late of infenfibility. On
awakening, her virtue was infulted by the approaches of the tyrant. She was how-
ever deaf to his infinuations ; and only fmiled at his menaces. Irritated at her con-
tempt, and flattering himfelf that feverity would fubdue her truth and chadity, he im-
prifoned her in the moil folitary apartment of the caftle ; where, for fome months, (he
pafled the tedious night and day in tears ; far more folicitous for the fate of Ivar, than
affeded by her own misfortunes.

In the mean time, Ivar, failing in his attempt to revenge his injuries, aflumed the mo-
nadic habit, and retired into Rufhen-abbey. Here he dedicated his life to piety ; bat
his heart was ftill devoted to Maiilda. For her he fighed ; for her he wept ; and to

indulge his forrows without reltraint, would frequently withdraw into the gloomiefl: fo-

litudes. In one of thofe folitary rambles he difcovered a grotto, which had been long
unfrequented. The gloom and filence of this retirement correfponding with the an-
guifh of his mind, he fauntered onward, without reflefting where the fubterraneous

path might condudt him. His imagination was pourtraying the graces of Matilda, while

his heart was bleeding for her fufferings. From this reverie of woe he was however
foon awoke by the fhriek of a female. Advancing eagerly, he heard in a voice nearly

exhaufted—" Mother of God 1 Save Matilda ?" while through a chink in the barrier

which now feparated them, he faw the virgin, with difhevelled hair and throbbing bo-
fom, about to be facrificed to the lufl: and violence of Reginald. Rage and madnefs
gave new energy to Ivar ; who, forcing a paffage through the barrier, rufhed upon the

tyrant ; and, feizing his fword, which lay carelefsly on the table, plunged it into its

mailer's bofom.

The tyrant died : and the lovers through this fubterraneous communication efcaped

to the fea-fide ; where they fortunately met with a boat which conveyed them to Ire-

land : and in this kingdom the remainder of their years was devoted to the mod exqui-

lite of all human felicities ; the raptures of a generous love, heightened by mutual
admiration and gratitude^

This is thefubflance of the tradition ; but according to fome of the Manks records,

Reginald was flain by Ivar, not in the caftle of Rulhen, but in a neighbouring meadow.
This variation of the fcene however does not materially affedl the credit of the tradition ;

as the Manks hiftorians impute Reginald's death, not fo much to Ivar's ambition, as

to his revenge of private injuries.

Chap.
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Chap. Ylll.—Derby-Ha-ven.—The Calf of Man.—Its romantic Solitude.—An Jndorite.

WE paffed the day at Balafalla, and next morning proceeded through fome roman-
tic fcenery to Derby-Haven, a fmall village which only claims attention from its excel-

lent harbour. In a little ifle dedicated to St. Michael, a fort was eroded by one of the
Earls of Derby, with a view of defending the entrance of the haven. Though the

tower is now falling to decay, part of the Derby arms may flill be traced over the en-
trance, dated 1667. Near the tower is a ruined chapel, in which the remains of an
altar piled up with rude ftones, are flill vifible. But the fine view we had of Caftle-

town and its romantic bay, afforded us far more pleafure than our refeaixhes among
thofe ruins.

At Derby-Haven we engaged a boat for the Calf; where, after a very pleafant fail,

we arrived about noon. The Calf is feparated from the main ifland by a very narrow
rocky channel, through which the tide rufhes with aftonifhing violence. The ifle is

about five miles in circumference : and is fenced round by gloomy caverns and ftu-

pendous precipices ; which not only feem to threaten immediate diflblution to every ap-

proacher, but really prove fatal to many mariners. A few years fince, a Ruffian veffel,

of 700 tons burthen, was dafhed to pieces againft thefe rocks, and every one of the nu-
merous crew perifhed. The caves and precipices of the Calf are tenanted by a great

variety of fea-birds, whofe fhrill difcordant tones increafe the wildnefs of the fcenery.

Gulls, wild-pigeons, and puffins, are the mofl numerous. This lafl bird is not to be
feen in any part of the main ifle. The Calf (1 prefume from its folitarinefsj is its only
refidcnce. It breeds in the rocks ; and though remarkably fat and of a fiOiy tafte and
flavour, is efteemed by many of the natives as a great delicacy.

We landed in a fmall creek ; and, leaving the failors beneath, with fome difficulty

and danger, gained an eminence, from which we had a fpacious and delightful profpeft

of the ocean, with a variety of fhipping for many leagues ; terminated on the fouth by
the high mountains of Wales, and on the weft by Ireland : while around lay the broad
fummit of the Calf covered with rich verdure, and underneath the rich vallies of the
neighbouring fhore.

This ifle is the property of the Duke of Athol, and the land, with fome little atten-

tion, would afford excellent pafturage. Several black cattle were grazing around;
and formerly there was a large flock of flieep : but thefe, having only an old fliepherd

and his wife to proteft them, foon became a prey to the nightly depredators from the
neighbouring ifland.

In the clofe of the laft century, one of the Earls of Derby was fo charmed with the
beauty and variety of the fpot, that he fent over fome quantities of red and fallow deer

;

but thefe have long fince difappeared. Hare, partridge, and heath-gam?, are however-
plentiful ; and to the few fportfmen who vifit this fpot afford ample amufement. But
at prefent what conflitutes the chief importance of the Calf are the rabbits ; the flcins

ot which, with the feathers of the fea birds, lately produced more than 200I. per annum.
In our ramble round this folitary ifle we could difcover no human veflige, except a fhep-

herd's hut now falling to decay. Near the middle p{ the Calf there are three pointed
pillars, which from their novelty claimed our attention ; one half from the bafe being
of a black baftard marble, and the other of a fliining fpar, white as the new-fallen fnow.

Solitude is frequently the nurfe of woe. The wounded hart feeks the deepeff fliade
;

and the man of forrow the mofl folitary retreat. According to tradition, this fpot was
once
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once the hannt of a woe-worn hermit, who by his fplcndour and affluence had been dif-

linguiflicd in the court of Queen Elizabeth; but havinc^, through an ill-founded jealouf^:,

murdered a moft beautiful woman, he fought flielter here from the vengeance of her

friends. Squalid in his attire, uncouth in his perfon, and wounded in his mind, amid

the caves and lonely rccefles of the Calf, he lengthened out a mifcrable exidence; atoning

by the fevereft mortifications for his criminal temerity.

The day, being delightfully ferene, was highly favourable to our cxcurfion ; but the

fhadcs of evening now warned us to retire : when, after a long and lingering look on

this very romantic folitudc, we defcendcd to our boat; and enjoying another charming

fail, arrived at Calllctown, highly plcafcd with the amufement of the day.

Chap. IX.

—

Ca/llctoivn.—The Cajilc.—Tts undent Dignity and Impcrtaiicc—Misfor-

tunes of the Countefs of Derby.—Governor of the IJliind.—Jdminifiration cf Jif-

tice, life.

Cx\STLETOWN, though dignified with the refidence of the governor of the ifle, is In

wealth and mercantile importance greatly inferior to Douglas. It is however an airy and

pleafant town ; and though confiderably fmaller, furpaffes the other in neatnefs ; the

houfes being more uniformly elegant, and theftreets more fpacious and regular. The
town is divided by a fmall creek, which opens into a rocky and dangerous bay. The
difficulty of entering Its iiarbour certainly in fome degree injures Its commerce. A
confiderable quantity of grain Is however annually exported ; and a variety of mer'-

chandize Imported : but the articles of rum, wine, fugar, tobacco, &c. according to the

regulations of the cuftoms, being admliFible only Into the port of Douglas, are from thence

conveyed to the other towns of the ifland.

In the centre of the town, Caftle-Ruflien rears his gloomy and majeftic brow, and

for feveral miles overlooks the fubjeft country. This folid and magnificent pile was

raifed in the year 960, by Guttred, a prince of the Danlfli line, who lies obfcurely bu-

ried in the edifice he had founded ; leaving It as the moft durable monument of his

regal dignity. It is bulk on a rock ; and before the introduftlon of artillery was deemed

impregnable. The figure of the caftle Is Irregular;, and by fome travellers is faid.to

refemble that of Elfmore. A flone glacis, fuppofed to have been built by Cardinal

Wolfey, furrounds it. For feveral ages it has braved the Injuries of time; and ftlll

retains, with Its towers and battlements, the gloomy and formidable grandeur of Gothic

architecture..

Before the fubjugation of Man by the Englift, th^ kings of the ifland refided here

in all the warlike pomp of thofe barbarous ages; fupporting their fplcndour and dignity

by oppreffing, or de(lix)ying, mankind.

In the annals of modern hiftory the iflc of Man is diftlnguinicd by Hume, as the laft

place in Europe, tributary to the Englifli, which yielded to the arms of the republic.

After the decollation of James, the feventh Earl of Derby for his enthufiaftic loyalsv

to Charles the firlt) his lady, a French woman of princely birth and heroic fpirit, fought

with her children an afylum In Caflle Ruflicn ; and prefuming on the valour of Sir

Thomas Armftrong *, the fidelity of Captain Chrifllan t, and the attachment of the

iflanders, flattered hcrfclf with the hopes of defending it agalnft the republican army.

However, when Colonels Birch and Duckenfield, with ten armed vellcls Invaded the

* Governor of the Callle, •} Comnrandcr of th; Iiifuhir Forces.

/J ifland.
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iHand, Chriftian, either pofieffing lefs zeal, or more prudence than his lady, furrendered

this fortrefs to their firll lummons ; and thereby faved the inhabitants ot the ifle from
bloodflied and niifery : yet, tor this generofity he has been reprel'ented by the fyco-

phants of royalty, as the betrayer, while in truth he was the preferver, of his country.

The pride of the Countefs of Derby was feverely wounded by this event. She was,

however, honoured with generofity and refpeft, during her captivity in Caftle-Rufhen.

The republican foldiers, remembering her gallant defence of Lathani-houfe, admired

her hewDifm : the officers emulated each other, in paying a jufc deference to the dignity

of her mind, and the delicacy of her fex : while the Majefty of the Englifli republic dif-

dained to refent the arrogance of the feventh Earl of Derby, by any indignity to his

captive widow.

On the reftoration of Charles the fecond fhe returned to England, with the fanguine

hopes of recovering the whole cf her lord's forfeited eftates, and of obtaining ample

vengeance on her enemies. But this prodigal and voluptuous monarch was too much
engaged in profecuting his own p-leafures, to revenge the injuries, or reward the fuffer-

ings of his friends. Among many others, the Countefs of Derby was neglected ; which

fo affected her lofty fpirit, that with the higheft indignation fl;e retired to Knowlley,

where flie foon after died, bewailing the ingratitude of kings.

Caftle-Ruflien ftill retains an air of royalty. Its Gothic apartments are occupied by

the governor, and the barracks by iome companies of foldiers, who are feldom per-

mitted to refide much longer than a twelvemonth in the ifland ; but whofe intercourfe

with the inhabitants of Caltletovvn increafes their trade, and undoubtedly contributes to

render them more polifhed and afiable than their neighbours of Ramfay and Peel.

The governor of the ifland is invefted with ample powers *. He is the reprefentatlve

of Majeity ; and a council, confifling of the bifhop, attorney-general, clerk of the rolls,

and deemfter, is appointed to guide and fanclion his decifions. He is Captain-General

of the troops in the ifland, and fole judge in the court of chancery. In his name all

arrefts and judgments are ilTued ; and without his permifTion no perfon can (without

a heavy penalty f to the mafter of the veffcl that carries him) depart from the ifland.

The governor is alfo an important niember of the Manks legiflature ; for his affent, with

the aflvice of his council, conflitutes the afts of the houfe of keys into a law ; which

remains valid, till it is either confirmed, or annulled, by his Majefty's commands, com.
municated to the governor by the fecretary of flate for the home department.

Caftletown alfo derives importance from the courts of chancery and common law

being held here : but as thefe are now condufled on principles nearly funilar to our

Englifh courts of jultice, I fhall only mention two peculiarities which flill remain. Al-

though any perfon may plead his own caufe, yet none but natives are allowed to praQife

at tlie Manks bar. Befides this birth right, a Mankfman enjoys another which is more
univerfally important. No native, without intending to leave his country, can be im-

prifoned for debt: his eifefts alone can be dilfrained : while a loathfome and hideous

prifon
I

is ever ready, for the molt trifling debts, to receive the unfortunate flranger.

However on fwearing that he has no maintenance, he is entitled to 3s. 6d. a week

• The governor and lieutenant govei nor liave equal and independent powers ; but the falary of the

one is 400I. per annum, and of the otlicr only 240!.

t The mafter of a vcflcl carrying a debtor oiF tlie illand, without the governors' pafs, is fubject to a pe.-

nahy of lol. befides being amenable to pay his debts : and on returning, the veflel may be feiztd, tillfatia-

iaftion is given. The pafs cofts9d. Manks currency.

J A dungeon in Callle-Rufhen.

I o from
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the creditor : and this genorofity of the law, perhaps more than the humanity of his

creditor, generally prevents any tedious imprifonments for debt in this dungeon.

Before I conclude this fubjed it may not be improper to mention, that, for the mod
part, juflice is impartially diftributed to the native and alien: though fomelimesthe pre-

judices of a Manks judge, or a Manks jury, prove injurious to the flranger.

Near the caflle (lands the Houfe of Keys, a building certainly not correfponding with

the dignity of the reprefentatives of the country. But of this le^iflative body I lliall give

a more ample account in a fubfequent chapter, on the conftitution of the iiland.

Chap. X.

—

Departure from Cajiktown.—Marble Quarry Kirk-Malezv.—Giant's

Quoiting Stones.—Fairy -Hill.— Various Superjiitions of the Manks.—Reficdions

thereon.

AFTER our return from the Calf we amufed ourfelves for the next day at Caftle-

town ; and early on the following morning proceeded on our journey.

About a mile from Caftletown there is a very fine quarry of black marble, which is

much eiteemed by the natives for chimney pieces, tombftones, &c. That lofty flight of

fteps, leading to the nobleft edifice in the world, was taken from this quarry, and pre-

fented to the dean and chapter of St. Paul's by the venerable Bifliop Wilfon.

There are alfo near Caflletown, within the fea-mark, fome quarries of lime-ftone,

which are wrought at low water ; and, during the recefs of the fifliery, employ fome
boats for its conveyance to the more diftant parts of the ifland.

On leaving the quarries, we vifited the parochial church of Kirk-Malew ; a gloomy
and venerable building, fituate, as the Manks churches generally are, in a romantic fo-

litude : and the various monuments in the church-yard gave us another opportunity

of admiring the pious veneration of the natives for their deceafed friends.

From Kirk-Malew we proceeded to Kirk-Chrift-Rulhen, and in our way paflTed the

Giant's Quoiting Stones ; two very lofty fquare pillars, placed at a confiderable diftance

from each other, concerning which the neighbouring cottagers have a very chimerical

tradition, that might aftonifh, but could not amufe the reader. At a Httle diftance is

fairy-hill, a noble tumulus, or Barrow, mod probably raifed by the Danes, over the afhes

of many of their countrymen, who were here flain in battle : but tradition fays, it was
intended to perpetuate the remembrance of the death of Reginald, King of Man, who
on this fpot was killed in fingle combat, by Ivar. This romantic hill, in the opinion

of the credulous natives, is ftill the fcene of many a nocturaal revel

:

" What time, all in the moon's pale beam,

Dancing by mountain, wood, or ilream,

To magic melody, the fays

In green and gold and diamonds blaze."

Collins, whofe poetry is exquifitely pifturefque, defcribes Mona,

" That ifle where thoufand elfin fhapes are 'een."

and Dr. Langhorne, in his note on this paflage obferves, " that the ifle of Man is now
almoft the only place where there is any probability of feeing a fairy." The exiftcnce

of thefe imaginary beings is (lill moft devoutly believed in this ifland : particularly, by
the inhabitants of the mountains : and as they have inverted them with unlimited influ-

ence over the fifliery, they frequently fupplicate their favour, or deprecate their wrath,

by various offerings. When I formerly refided in the ifland, I one day took a ramble

A'OL. II. 5 K up
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up among the mountains, and, being benighted, fought (helter in a lonely cottage. The
fole tenant of this clay-built hut was an aged peafant of a penfive and melancholy afpeft.

He received me with much hofpitality ; trimmed his little fire of turf and gorfe, and,
" (killed in vifionary lore, beguiled the lingering hours."

From him I learned, that, notwithftanding all the holy fprlnklings of the priefts in

former days, the fairies flill haunted many places in the ifland : that there were playful

and benignant fpirits ; and thofe who were fullen and vindidive. The former of thefe

he had frequently feen on a fine fummer evening, fitting on the margin of the brooks

and waterfalls, half-concealed among the bufhes ; or dancing on the tops of the neigh-

bouring mountains. He defcribed them as gay, beautiful, and by no means fo dimi-

nutive as the Englilh fairies : adding, that they were chiefly like women, but certainly

more fhy than any he was acquainted with ; for they never permitted him more than a

tranfient glance of their charms, and, on venturing to approach them, they immediately

vanilhed. Thefe fportive beings, my hoft obferved, rejoiced in the happinefs of mortals ;

but the fullen fairies delighted in procuring human mifery. Thefe lived apart from the

others, and were neither beautiful in their perfons, nor gorgeous in their array. They
were generally enveloped in clouds, or in the mountain fogs ; and haunted the hideous

precipices and caverns on the fea-lhore. My hofl: added, that to them, Mankfmen im-

puted all their fufferingsj for he himfelf had often heard them, in a dark ftormy night,

yell, as in barbarous triumph, when the tempell was defolating the country, or dafhing

veflels to pieces on the neighbouring rocks.

Befides the fairy-fuperflition, many of the Manks, like the natives of the " Hebrid-

ifles," believe in the fecond fight, and in warnings and fore-fight of their own death.

Sometimes, amid the awful filence of midnight, many have heard themfelves repeatedly

fummoned by name to depart ; and feveral, in their lonely rambles, have met with a vi-

fionary funeral, which, unfeen by any other perfon, followed the man dellined to die,

wherever he turned ; till the apparition of the neareft relation then prefent feemed to

touch him, when the whole inftantaneoufly vanifhed ; and the devoted wretch imme-
diately felt a cold tremor over all his frame, and his heart affeQed v/ith the ficknefs of

death.

The Manks have alfo warnings of the death of others j at lead fofar as the following

llory may be credited ; which 1 tranfcribe from Sacheverell's letter to his friend the ce-

lebrated Jofeph Addifon, who it is well known, notwithftanding the philofophy of his

illuminated mind, paid fome deference to the probability of popular fuperflitions :

" As to the light being generally feen at people's deaths, I have fome alTurances fo

probable, that I know not how to difbelieve them : particularly, an ancient man, who
has been long clerk of a parilh, has affirmed to me, that he almoft conftantly fees them
upon the death of any of his own parifh ; and one Captain Leathes, who was chief ma-
giftrate of Belfaff, allured me he was once ihipwrecked on this ifland, and loft great

part of his crew ; that when he came on iTiore the natives told him, he had loft thirteen

of his men ; for they faw fo many lights going toward the church ; which was jult the

number loft. Whether theie fancies proceed from ignorance, fuperftition, or from any
traditionary, or heritable magic ; or whether nature has adapted the organs of fome
perfons for difcerning of fpirits, I cannot poflibly determine."

So far fays Mr. Sacheverell. We may however, without being guilty of prefump-
tion, impute thefe fuperftitionsof the Manks to a native melancholy, cheriftied by indo-

lence, and heightened by the wild, folitary, and romantic fccnes to which they are ac-

cuftomed from their infancy. A Mankfman, amid his lonely mountains, reclines by
.fome romantic ftreamj the murmurings of which lull him into a pleafing torp.ir.

Half.
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Half-flumbcring he fees a variety of imaginary beings, which he believes to ht real.

Sometimes they may refemble his traditionary idea of fairies ; and fomctimes they may
affume the appearance of his friends and neighbours, attending fome nuptial or funeral

folemnity. Prefuming on theie dreams, which the Manks enthufialt accounts fuperna-

tural vifions, he predidts, with feveral general defcriptions, fome marriage or death ia
the neighbourhood : and when tliis predidlion is lively in the minds of his friends,

fhould any fuch ceremony occur, it immediately, in their opinion, conllitutes the Manks
vifionary into a real prophet ; but fhould no fuch predittion be then fulfilled, the credit

of his future vifions is in no rcfpect diminiflied thereby.

I make no doubt but, amid hideous folitudes, a man of a melancholy or fuperftitious

mind may infenfibly form lively vifions of fome dreadful calamity he is about to fuffer
;

and which may not only receive flrength, but even completion, from a fombrous ima-
gination, heightened by traditionary terrors. With the world of fpirits we arc little

acquainted. But I can never reconcile it, even to our ideas of the majefly, wifdom,
and benevolence, of the deity, that he would communicate to a few indolent reclufes

fuch revelations of " the unknown world,' as could only flatter vanity, or accelerate

human mifery.

Chap. XL—The Mines.—J beautiful Cafcade.—Tynwald UiU.—Bt. Johns Chapel.—
Peel.— Its ancient Cajile.—Ruins of the Cathedral.— Injiability of human Grandeur.

FROM Fairy-hill we proceeded through a mountainous part of the country, to the

lead-mines at Foxdale ; which are wrought, under the government of a company in

London, by a few miners from Derbyfhire. The ore being rich and abundant, the
mines aiford an ample recompence to the workmen ; and would prove highly lucra-

tive to the proprietors, were they conduced with more vigour and attention. Befidcs
thefe, there is a ftrong prefumption of copper-mines in this country ; for, according to

Sacheverell's letter to Addifon, "there is a pool in the mountainous part of Kirk-Chrift-

Ruflien, of fo vitriolic a quality, that no ducks or geefe can hve near it ; which pro-
bably proceeds from the particles of copper, that are difcovered on all fides of thofe

mountains." Sacheverell add?, " there is alfo a great probability of coal ;" but, in the
courfe of a century, this probability has never been afcertained. The inhabitants of
the interior parts of the ifland are however plentifully fupplied with turf from
the moralTes, and thofe of the fea- ports with coal from the exhauftlefs mines of Cuni-
berland.

At a Httle diftance from the lead-mines is a very romantic and beautiful cafcade,

which leaps down the neighbouring mountains, till it approaches a fleep perpendicular

rock; from whence, with much rapidity, it throws itfelf into the vale below. The
fall is from a confiderable heighth ; and its pifturefque beauty, and wild melody, re-

ceive an additional effedl from the folitude of the furrounding fcenery.

About two miles nearer Peel is the Tynwald-hill, a Danlfh barrow of a conic fliape

and beautiful ftrufliure ; which, confidering its ancient dignity and importance, we regard-

ed with fome degree of enthufiaftic reverence.

The veftiges of two gates, and of a wall which once fenced it round, are now fcarcely

vifible ; but the reft of this important mount is entire. The approach to the fummit is

up a fpaclous flight of graffy fteps, fronting the ancient chapel of St. John's. Below the
fummit, there are three circular feats raifed for the different orders of the people. The
loweft is about four feet in width, and eighty yards in circumference. In the circuit

5^2 and
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and width of the two higher, there is a proportionable diminution ; and each feat is re-

gularly advanced three feet above the other : while the fummit, on which was anciently-

placed the chair of ftate, does not exceed two yards in diameter.

This romantic fpot is fituated near the centre of the ifland : and here, in 141 7, Sir

John Stanley, King and lord of Man, convened the whole body of the people, to witnefs

the firft promulgation of the laws ; which, till that sera, had been locked up in the

breafls of their venerable Deemflers*. TheTynwald-hill is, in fomedegree, flill the fcene

of legiflation ; for all laws, refpecting the internal polity of the ifland, are never con-

flitutionally binding, till, according to immemorial uia^e, they are promulgated at this

place ; from which cuflom, the legiflature, framing fuch afts, are denominated a Tyn-
\vald-court ; and the laws of the ifland, afts of Tynwald f.

The artificial mount of Tynwald has received little injury from the lapfe of ages ; but

the ancient chapel of St. John's is now defolate and ruinous. The roof is greatly fliat-

lered, and the walls are now a fheltering place to the (heep in the neighbourhood.

About noon we paffed the pleafant villa of the late Sir George Moore ; and foon af-

ter arrived at Peel, which now ranks as the third town of the ifland ; though, from its

impregnable cadle, it was anciently deemed the mofl: important. Previous to 1765,
Peel had a confiderable traffick with thelrifh and Scotch fmugglers ; but fincethen, its

trade has almofl: difappeared. The town at prefent is inert and folitary, and the houfes

in general have a poor and miferable afpe£t
;

yet, fituated near the harbour, are fome

{lately buildings, which may be confidered as the only rehcs of its former wealth and

commerce. Small veflTels occafionally vifit the harbour : its exports however are few,

and its imports chiefly from Douglas. The inhabitants are for the mofl; part indolent

and poor; but being hardy, feem contented with their humble bleflings. Peel bay is

fpacious, and abounds with a variety of fifli
;

particularly with the red-cod, which is an

exquifite delicacy. It is of a bright vermilion colour ; and feeds among rocks, covered

with weeds and moflfes of a crimfon tinge. From thefe, perhaps, this beautiful fifii de-

rives its peculiar colour : for, as the vermilion hues of the mofs and plants fade, the

bright beauty of the fifli alfo decreafes.

At the north boundary of Peel-bay is a range of feveral very grotefque and romantic

csverns ; fuppofed by the fuperflitious natives, to be the fubterraneous palaces of thofe

fuUen and malignant fpirits which 1 formerly mentioned. The fouth extremity of the

bay is formed by Peel-ifle, an extenfive and lofty rock encircled by the fea ; the fummit

of which is crowned with the venerable and very pidurefque ruins of the caflle of Peel,

and the cathedral of Mona, dedicated to St. Germain, the firfl: bifliop of the ifle |. This

romantic and important fpot is flill fenced round with a wall, having towers and bat-

tlements ; and, before the modern improvements in the art of war, certainly repelled

every invader.

Befides the caflle and cathedral, there are fcattered around, fome other noble frag-

ments of antiquity'; particularly, the ruins of St. Patrick's church, the armoury, the

lord's manfion, and the epifcopal palace.
^ From thefe relics we may however conje£lurc, that before the ereftion of Cafl:le-Ru-

flien, Peel-caflle was the refidence of the princes and peers of Mona : but alas ! its an-

cient grandeur has long fmce periflied. The once formidable flrength of its battlements

• In the hiftorical department cf the work, I h.ive given an ample account of this memorable Con-

vention.

f " Formerly a Tynwaldcourt was annually held on St. John's day; and every prrfon had a right to

prefent any uncommon grievance, and to have his coniplainl heard in the face of the whole country."

J lit lived in the nl'th century,

and
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and towers is now yielding to the injuries of time. Its mafly columns are levelled with

the duft ; and its ornaments lie fcattered around, among noifome weeds ; while the

mouldering walls aro, in many places, only fupported by the clafping ivy. Yet fuch is

the general fate of humanity. Time has defaced the grandeur of this Gothic edifice;

and Iboner, or later, the fame power will triumph over human genius, and deftroy every

monument of the pride of man. Virtue alone will furvive the wreck of worlds : for,

virtue, though human, is immortal.

To this account of Peel ifle I fliall beg leave to fubjoin Mr. Grofe's more minute de-

fcripiion, as he has anticipated fome of thofe obfervations which occurred tome, on vi-

fiting the place. The following particulars are tranlcribed from the fourth volume of

his Antiquities of England.
" Peel-caftle (tanJs on a fmall rocky illand, about an hundred yards north of the

town. The channel which divides it from the main land, at high water is very deep
;

but when the tide is out, is fcarcely mid-leg deep, being only fcparated by a little rivu-

let, which runs from Kirk Tarmyn mountains. The entrance into this ifland is on the

fouth fide, where a flight of llone fteps, now nearly demoHfhed, though ftrongly cramp-

ed with iron, come over the rocks to the water's edge ; and turning to the left, others

lead through a gateway in the fide of a fquare tower into the caftle. Adjoining to this

tower is a llrong vaulted guard-room.
" The walls enclofe an irregular polygon, whofe area contains about two acres. They

are flanked with towers, and are remarkably rough, being built with a coarfe grey ftone,

but coigned and faced in many parts with a red gritt found in the neighbourhood. It

is highly probable this iiland has been fortified in fome manner ever fmce the churches

were built ; but the prefent works are faid, by Bifhop Wilfon, to have been conftructed

by Thomas, Earl of Derby, who firft encompaffed it with a wall, probably about the

year 1500.
" Here are the remains of two churches ; one dedicated to St. Patrick, the sera of

its erection unknown ; the other called St. Germain's, or the cathedral, conftruded

about the year 1 245. It is built, in the form of a crofs, with a coarfe grey ftone ; but

the angles, window-cafes, and arches, are coigned and formed with a Itone found here-

abouts, almoft as red as brick. This mixture of colours has a pleafing efieft, and gives

a richnefs and variety to the building. The cathedral is now extremely ruinous, much
of it unroofed, and the remainder fo much out of repair, that it would not be overfafe

for a congregation to affemble in it. The eaflern part of it is, however, ftill covered

and (hut up, in which there are feats, and a pulpit. This was the epifcopal cemetery j

and the inhabitants fiill bury within and about its walls.

" Beneath the eailernmoft part of it is the ecclefiaftica! prifon. The defcent into this

vault is by eighteen iteps ; and the roof is vaulted by thirteen ribs, forming pointed

arches, and fupported by as many fhort femi-hexagonal pilafters, only twenty-one inches

above ground. The bottom of this place is extremely rough ; and in the north-weft

corner is a well, or fpring, which muft have added greatly to the natural dampnefs of

the place; to which there is no other air or light, but what is admitted through a fmall

window at the eaft end.
" About the middle of the area, a little to the northward of the churches of St, Pa-

trick and St. Germain, is a fquare pyramidical mount of earth, terminating obtufely.

Each of its fides faces one of the cardinal points of the compafs, and meafures about 70
yards. Time and weather have rounded off its angles ; but on a careful obfervation it

will be found to have been originally of the figure here defcribed. For what ufe this

mount was intended may not be eafy to determine. Perhaps from this eminence the

4 commanding



8o6 Robertson's tour through the isle or man.

commanding officer harangued his garrifon, and dillributed his orders; or elfeit may
have been the burial-place of fome great perfonage in very early times ; tumuli of this

kind not being uncommon in the Ifland."

This account of Peel-Ifle I Ihall conclude widi the following hiftorical paffage from
Waldron:

" It was in this caftle that Eleanor, wife to Humphrey duke of Gloucefter, uncle

to King Henry the Sixth, and lord proteftor of England, was confined, after being

baniflied through the malice of the duke of Suffolk, and cardinal of Winchefter

;

who accufed her of having been guilty of affociating herfelf with wizards and witches,

to know if her hufband would ever attain the crown, and other treafonable praftices.

Sir John Stanley, then lord of Man, had the charge of her, and having conducted her

to the ifland, placed her in this caftle ; where flie lived in a manner befitting her dig-

nity, nothing but liberty being refufed ; fhe appeared however fo turbulent and im-

patient under this confinement, that he was obliged to keep a guard over her, not

only becaufe there were daily attempts made to get her away, but alfo to prevent her

laying violent hands on her own life. They tell you, that ever fince her death, to

this hour, a perfon is heard to go up the flone Itairs of one of thefe little houfes on the

walls, conftantly every night as foon as the clock has flruck twelve ; but I never heard

any one fay they had feen what it was, though the general conjeQure is, that it is no
other than the troubled fpirit of this lady, who died, as (he had lived, dilTatisfied, and

murmuring at her fate."

Chap. XII.— Kirk-Michael.'—Noble Relic of Norwegian /ntiqidty.—A druidical Tem-
ple.—Character and Hijlory ofthe Druids.

IN contemplating the venerable and majedic ruins of Peel-caftle, we pafTed the

greater part of the day, and next morning proceeded on our ambulatory excurfion

through the ifland. Returning to St. John's, and taking the road to Kirk-Michael, we
entered a romantic and folitary dell, watered by a brawling ftream, and environed with

a range of ftecp and wild mountains. This narrow valley continued for fome miles ;

where the eye was fomelimes relieved by the view of a lonely cottage, or of a few

ftraggling flieep feeding on the mountains. But on gaining an afcent at the extremity

of this dell, we had a delightful profpeft of the country, enriched with villages and

farms, extending many miles before us.

About noon we reached Kirk-Michael, an extenfive village pleafantly fituated near

the fea, about half-way from Peel to Ramlay. Sauntering through the village before

dinner, we had foon an opportunity of admiring a noble relic of antiquity, which is

elevated before the entrance of the church-yard. It is a lofty fquare pillar of blue

ftone, figured over with devices, curioufly involved with each other, from the bafe to

the fummit ; and is fuppofed to have been erefted in honor ot Thureelf, a Norwe-
gian hero*. In this neighbourhood are feveral fubterraneous caves, probably ufed

by

• The following obfervations on this fubjefl are copied from bifhop Wilfon'a concife Account of the Ifle

cf Man
" There is perhaps no country in which more Runic infcriptions are to be met with, particularly on

funeial monuments. They are generally cut upon lone; flat rng-ftoncs, and are to be read from the bottom

upwaids. The infcriptions are generally upon one edge of the (lones ; and on both fidts are crofles, and

little cinbellKhmcnts of inen on horftback, or in arms, (lags, dogs, birds, and other devices; prubably,

the atchievements of fome notable perfon. In feveral of the barrows have been found urns full of burnt

boots, white andas frcfti as when interred. And in the lall century were dug up feveral brafi daggers and

other
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'by the Danes and Norwegians fcr the fepulture of their dead ; but what chiefly merited
our obfervation, were fonie very noble pillars of white fhining fpar, placed in a
cii-cular form, which undoubtedly are the veltiges of a Druidical temple. Befides
this, there are feveral other remains of thole ancient prielfs and Icgiflators in this

ifland.

The Druids were the moll venerable of human charaders. As prii^s, they were
deemed facred ; as legidators, politic ; and as philofophers, enlightened and humane :

while the nation chearfully paid them the veneration due to the miniftersof God, and
the magiftrates of the people.

Their government was truly patriarchal. They were the facred fathers of their coun-
try. Amid their umbrageous oaks they facriticed at the altar.j and from the throne
of juftice gave laws to the nation. To render their civil charader more venerable, they
concealed from the vulgar feveral of their rites and ceremonies; and from this myfte-
rious policy, fome writers have prefumcd to condemn their worfhip as barbarous
and inhuman. But their doftrines were pure and fublime ; combining the unity of
God, the immortality of the foul, and a jull diflribution of future rewards and pu-
nifhments. They were aifo fcientific obfervers of nature, and teachers of moral phi-

lofophy. Their precepts were never committed to writing, but delivered in verfe to

their pupils, who, by the intenfe ftudy of many years, imprinted them on the me-
mory. Refiding in woods and caves, they were diftinguifhed by the aufterity and
fimplicity of their manners; and thus, by their knowledge, wifdom, and virtue,

obtained a fovereign influence over the minds of the people. They decided all public

and private controverfies. The impious were awed at their frown ; and the virtuous

rejoiced in their fmiles ; while from their judgment there was no appeal. " No
laws were inftituted by the princes or aflemblies, without their advice and appro-
bation ; no perfon was punilhed with bonds or death, without their palling fentence

;

no plunder taken in war was ufed by the captor, until the Druids determined what
part they fhould feclude for themfelves." Their power, as it fprung from virtue and
genius, was not hereditary ; but conferred on thofe -whofe merit might fandion the
choice.

Such were the priefts and rulers of the ancient Britons ; who, in the firfi: century,

fled, from the ferocious fword of Roman conquefl:, to Anglefea, where they were
foon followed by the fatellites of defpotifm. In this ifle, after nobly oppofing thefe foes

of liberty, they were defeated; their venerable king CaraCtacus carried in chains to

Rome; and the whole race alraoft exterminated . by the infatiate fword of the ^oli/hed

Romans.
The few who furvived the general flaughter efcaped to the^fle of Man, where they

were generoufly received by their brethren.: and amid the wild folitudes of this coun.
try, at a diftance from the

" Cry of Havock and the Dogs of War,''

found a happy afylum. Here they planted new groves •^ increafed their temples j and
for

other military inftrumeiits ; with fome nails of pure gold, liaving on tlie fmall end rivets of the fame
metal; which, from their make, appear to have been the nails of a royal target." A filver crucifix

and fome ancient coins of gold, filvcr, and brafs, were alio dug up, in the beginning of the prcfent cen-
tury.

* In thofe fine meadows called the Curragh, which were formerly an extenfive bog, roots nfoaktreet
bave been difcovered at eighteen m twenty feet from the furfacc, which were probably buried here bv fome

violent
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for fome ages governed the people by their mild laws and venerable inftitutions ; till

about the clofe of the fourth century, when the light of Chriftianity broke on this ifland;

and then the Druids, who had ever contemned the idolatry of the neighbouring nations,

gradually embraced a fyftem of religion, which, in purity and fublimity, refenibled,

yet infinitely furpaflfed, their own.

Chap. Xin.— Bijhop^i Court.—Antlqu'tty of the Bijlooprick.— Charaffers of Bijhops

Wi/foJi, Hilde/Iey, Richmond, Ma/on, and Criggan.—Derivation of the Title of Sodor.—Patronage of the Bifhoprick.— Bifhop's Revenue and Officers.

ABOUT a mile from Kirk-Michael is the refidence of the bifliop of Sodor and
Man, which was formerly a venerable edifice ; but by the prefent bifliop the ancient

palace was demolifhed, and on its ruins a modern building erefted ; inferior in ex-

ternal magnificence, but more adapted to the refinement and luxury of modern
times.

The biflioprick of the ifland was founded in 447 ; and was committed to Germa-
nus, a holy and prudent man, " ad regendum et erudiendum populum in fide

Chrifti :
*"—and, as a public tefiimony of the veneration due to his virtues, the ca-

thedral of the ifle was dedicated to him f. His fuccefibrs were numerous, and fome of

them were diflinguiflied by their learniiig and piety : among whom the Manks, with

fome degree of pride and gratitude, may rank the name of Ifaac Barrow ; a prelate of

great beneficence, who in 1671 was tranflated to the fee of St. Afaph. Some years

afterwards, Thomas Wilfon was confecrated bifliop of Sodor and Man. This venera-

ble prelate, after a life of exemplary piety and benevolence, died in the 58th year of
his confecration, and lies buried in the church-yard of Kirk-Michael. Over his grave

a monument has been erefted by his fon, the late dean of St. Paul's, with a very mo-
defl: account of his father; concluding with,

" Let this ifland fpeak the reR !"

And well it may ; for to bifliop Wilfon many of the poor natives are indebted for the

mofl: invaluable bkflings.

Venerable in his afpefl:, meek in his dtportment, his face illumined with benignity,

and his heart glowing with piety, like his divine mafl:er, " he went about doing good."
With the pride and avarice of prelacy he was totally unacquainted. His palace was a

temple of charity. Hofpitality fl;ood at his gate, and invited the fl;ranger and beggar
to a plenteous repafl:. The day he devoted to benevolence, and the night to piety.

His revenue was dedicated to the poor and needy. And not content with relieving the

wants, or mitigating the woes of mankind, he was folicitous, by his precept and ex-

ample, to conduft his litttle flock to the kingdom of Heaven. He died in the ninety-

fecond year of his age, jufl:ly revered and lamented by the whole ifland : while his

grave was watered with the tears of thofe whom his bounty had fupported ; his benig-

nity had gladdened ; or his eloquent piety had " turned into righteoufnefs. Even to

violent conciiflion, fiibfcquent to the aera of the Druids. Near Caftletown, fome traces of an earthquake,

and of a volcanic erupiioii have been dilcovcred. Tradition is however fiicnt on thefe fubjcfts,

* Jocch'nus.

t " This cathedral was built by Simon, bifhop of Sodor, who died in 1245, a^d was here buried."—
Bifhop Willon,

this
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this day, many of the inhabitants of the ifland never hear his name mentioned, but

the tear of gratitude infenfibly fwells into their tyc, and their faUering tongue bkfl'es

the memory of their pious and venerable benefactor.

Bifhop Wilfon was fucceeded by Mark Ilildciley, a prelate who aniduoufly imi-

tated the piety and benevolence of his predeceffor. At the defire of the Duke of

Athol, he w'as nominated by the whole body of Englifli bifliops, as a perlbn worthy of

wearing the mitre which Bifliop Wilfon by his virtues had fo adorned. Befides a

life of private beneficence, he eftabliflicd a charity-fchool at Kirk-Michael ; and under

his aufpices, the fcriptures were tranflated into the Manks language.

He died in the 1 7th year of his confecration, and lies buried, with his wife, under a

black marble monument, by the fide of Bifliop Wilfon.

Thefe two holy men feem to have been felected by Providence, and crowned with

a length of years, that by their pious labours they might humanize and enlighten a

barbarous people.

The next bifhop of Sodor and Man was Richard Richmond, an eloquent preac'ier,

yet a haughty prelate. He died at London, and ^vas fucceeded by George Mafon,

whofe temerity has already been noticed. It may not however be improper to obferve,

that into this error he was feduced by the artifice of others, operating on his grati-

tude; and that his private character was virtuous and amiable. He died in 1784; and

was fucceeded by Claudius Criggan, the prefent bifliop ; a man of deep penetration,

polifhed manners, and domeftic virtues. Of his pulpit-eloqence there are feveral ad-

mirers
;

yet fome have imagined his gefture too oratorical, and his language too florid,

for the fimplicity and dignity of a prelate.

The fee of the ifland is ftiled Sodor and Man ; and this title of Sodor has perplexed

many. Camden derives it from " a fniall ifland near Caftletown, in which Pope
Gregory the Fourth erefted an epifcopal fee :" but no fuch ifland is now vifible.

Buchanan, fpeaking of the ifle of Man, fays ;
" Superior letas oppidum in ea Sodo-

ram appellabat, in qua infularum epifcopus fedem habebat*:" and Archbifhop Spotf-

wood writes, " that in the ifle of Man a ffately church was erefted to the honour

of our Saviour, called Sodorense Fanum ; that is, the Temple of our Saviour : and

hence it is that the bifhops are ftiled Sodorenfes Epifcopif:" while others with a greater

degree of probability, have derived the title of Sodor from a village of that name,

in the ifle of I-Columb Kill, where the bifliop of the weflern ifles had anciently

his refidence ; but after the Norwegian conquefl of the ifle of Man and the weftern

ifles of Scotland, the bifliopricks were united w ith the title of Sodor and Man ; which

union continued till the Englifh conquered this ifland, and then, the Bifliop of Sodor

and Man flill retained his title, while the Scotch prelate aflTumed that of Bifliop of the

Ifles
J.

By Henry the Fourth, the patronage of this biflioprick, with the royalty of the ifland,

was granted to Sir John Stanley and his fucceffors : and to this day, the Dukes of

Athol, as his defcendants, have the honour of nominating the Bifliop of Sodor and INIan :

who, on receiving his Majcfl-y's approbation, is confecrated by the Archbifbop of

York, and inflialled in Peel cathedral.

The Bifliop was anciently the firft baron in the realm, and at prefent claims (I pre-

fume chiefly through courtefy) the title and dignity of a peer § : but as the bilhoprick

• Lib. i. t Book f5rft.

J After tlie Englifli conqiitft, the name of Sodor was given to Peel-ifle, (called by the Norwegians

Holm) ill which are the remains of the cathedral and epifcopal palace.

j " The arms of the bilhoprick are upon three afcents, the Virgin Mary (landing with her arms extend-

ed between two pillars ; on the dexter whereof a church, in bai^e ihe ancient arms of Man."—Saclieverell.

VOL. n. 5 L was
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was not one of thofe fpiritual baronies conftituted by William the Conqueroi", nor

the bifliop elefled by the king's conge d'elire, he has no feat in the Britiih parlia-

ment.

His power was formerly ample, and fometimes intolerant ; but fmce the triamph

over clerical oppreflion in 1643, it has been limited by moderation and juftice. His

revenue however incrcafes ; for within thefe few years it has exceeded i 2 col. jjer an-

num : a liberal fum in this ifland, blcffed with fuch abundance not only of the com-

forts, but alfo of the luxuries of life.

Under the bidiop are an arch-deacon, two vicars-general, and an epifcopal regifter

who, with their prelate, compofe the confiftory-court, and have under their jurifdic-

tion feventeen parifhcs. Of the parochial clergy I lliall give fome account in , a fubfe-

quent chapter, on the manners and character of the IManks ; and at prefent proceed

to finifh my journey through the ifland.

Chap. XIV.

—

Ramfay.—Kirk-Maughold.—Legend of Saint Maugbold, confirmed by

an hijiofical Pillar.—Snaffield.—Its Jublime and unpM-allskd Profpccl.—J.axey.—
Kirk-Conchan.—Return to Douglas,

ON leaving bifhop's- court we had a delightful walk in the evening, through a fine

country to Ramfay, where we arrived to fupper. What I obferved of Peel in a former

chapter may with little variation be extended to this town. Both places before the

falc of the ifland flourifhed by the gains of illicit commerce ; and fince then, the inha-

bitants of both feem to have been affected with a fupine indifference towards opening

new channels of trade and commerce. In one inftance Raml'ay has the advantage of

Peel. The neighbouring country, being highly cultivated, produces a confiderable

quantity of grain
j

part of which is annually exported from the little harbour of Ram-
fay : but this may be confidered, rather as the traffic of the farmers in the neighbour-

hood, than of the merchants in the town.

At Ramfay we met with little to engage our attention, and therefore left it early on

the next morning. The fliy was clear and ferene ; and the fun had jufl: broke from

the horizon, when we gained the fummit of a fl:eep hill in our way to Kirk-Maughold.

Beneath us lay the fpacious bay of Ramfay, glittering in his beams ; while every objed:

ai-ound us feemed to imbibe Hfe and energy from his refulgence.

In obfervinp- the various beauties of the morning, we paflTed the tedious and folitary

road, leading from Ramfay to Kirk-Maughold ; a fmall village which derives it name

from the following legend.

About the clofe of the fifth century Saint Maughold, who had formerly been a cap-

tain of Irifli banditti, was caif upon this ifland, in a little leathern boat, his hands,

and his feet, loaden with fetters. Such an objedl naturally awoke the attention of the

bifhop of the ifle, who received him with admiration and pity
;

particularly, when the

faint informed him, that this feverity and danger he voluntarily fuffered as a penance

for his former wickednefs. To this mountainous folitude, ftill diftinguiflied by his

name, he retired ; when his penitence, aufierity, and piety, obtained him fuch vene-

ration, that, after the death of the bifliop, he fucceeded him, by the unanimous con-

fent of the Manks nation. In 498 his pious celebrity was not confined to the ifland.

It foon reached his native country : and St. Bridget, one of the tutelary faints of Ire-

land, and foundrefs of Douglas nunnery, vifited him in his mountainous retirement

;

and there received from him the veil of virginity.

So far fays the legend ; and in confirmation of part of this hiflory, there is ftill vifi-

ble a beautiful quadrangular pilla-r near the church-gate of Kirk-IVIaughold.

On
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On one fide, under the capital, is fculptured a venerable figure of St. Maughold,
conferring the veil on Saint Bridget, whom the fculptor has rcprefented as a majeftic,

yet beautiful virgin. The oppofite fide has a rcprefcntation of our Saviour expiring

on the crofs : and under it the arms of the ifland. On the third fide is a figure of St.

Bridget in a fupplicating poflure : her eye fecms fixed on heaven, and her counte-

nance indicates humility mingled with devotional rapture. The fourth fide is totally

defaced ; but mort; probably it leprefented St. Maughold's arrival on the ifland, or
fome other part of his hiflory.

Befides this beautiful relic of antiquity, there is a«fo a fine Danilh crofs, fculptured

on a large ftone, reclining upon the ground jufl: before the church-door, which cer-

tainly merits the regard of the antiquary.

Kirj:-Maughold, notwithftanding its former celebrity, is now the mofl: poor and
lonely village in the ifland. The church {lands on a very lofty promontory, in the

centre of a church-yard, containing not Icfs than i\ve acres. It is enclofed by a (Irong

mound of earth, faced on the outward fide with flione ; and a great variety of ancient

and modern grave-fiones are fcattered over this fpacious enclofure. Perhaps, from
pious veneration to the memory of St. Maughold, the natives, for feveral ages, ufed.

this confecrated fpot, as the chief place oi" interment in the ifland.

On leaving Kirk-Maughold we proceeded, through a very fterile part of the coun-
try, toward Douglas : and as the horizon continued pure and unclouded, we deter-

mined to enjoy the unparalleled profpect, which SnalEeld affords in fuch delightful

weather.

After climbing the lofty furrounding mountains, which only feemed to form a no-

ble bafe to this ilupendous pyramid of Nature, we gained, with much difliculty and
fatigue, its towering fummit ; from whence we had a moft fublime and enchanting

profpefl:. Beneath us lay expanded the leffer mountains ; and all around the ro-

mantic hills and vales of Mona, beautifully interfperfed with their woods, waters, vil-

lages, and towns : the furrounding ocean, refulgent with the meridian fun, and
covered with many a white fail, heightened the beauty and fubhmity of the landfcape;

while to crown the whole, this charming profpeft was terminated only by the majeftic

mountains of other kingdoms *.

Such a glorious view of the majcfiy of Nature not only charms the eye : it also

purifies, and ennobles the foul. The mind is filled with a divine enthufiafm. Loft in

admiration, we difregard human fplendour ; and with pity and contempt look down
on the vanity and ambition of man. Our fouls are weaned from earth, and already

afpire to their native heaven.

After enjoying for fome hours the higheft of human pleafures, we left, with a con-

fiderable degree of relu£lance, this enchanting fcene 5 and by a rapid defcent foon

reached the village of Laxey.
This group of cottages lies in the bofom of a deep glen ; and from its retired creek,

is reforted to by the few fmugglers who now vifit the ifland. On the eaft it opens into

a fine bay ; and on the fouth, weft, and north, is furrounded by fteep and lonely

mountains, which, with the deep vales between, aflbrd fome romantic fcenery. Such
pidurefque folitudes are highly gratifying to a penfive imagination. Here, the charm-

* Snaffield has been termed the centre of the Britifli dominions in Europe. Situate in the 54th degree

cf north latitude, and fourth dejjrce of weftcrn longitude; it commands an cxtenHvc view of the mountains
of Galloway, in Scotland ; of Cumberland and Lancadiive, in England; of Cacrnarvonfliiic, in Wales

;

and of Aiklow in Jidand.

5 L 2 ing
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ing mufe of Beattie might " feaft on raptures ever new *:" and here the wounded
heart of Laura Maria might indulge in all the luxury of woe. Having mentioned
this lady, no lefs diflinguiflied by her genius and fenfibility than exquifite beauty, I

am induced, by the favourable reception with which Hie honoured them, to republilh

a few verfes addreffed to her from this ifland, in 1791.

SONNET

—

INSCRIBED TO MRS. ROBINSON f.

THO' on thy cheek the h'ving rofes glow
Lovelier, when bath'd in forrows lucid tear ;

Tho' more enchanting heaves thy " breafl of fnow,"
Pouring the figh to penfive anguiftidear ;

Tho' fweeter flows thy foul-difiblving lay,

Whene'er thy lute throbs to that deep'ning figh

As to the plaintive gale of finking day.

Vibrates the lyre of airy melody J:

Yet, ah ! were mine the anguifh-healing art,

No more fliould figh that beauteous " bread of fnow,"
Soft throbbing to the touch of fnrrow's dart;

But, tho' no colUy balm I can beftow.

Accept the incenfe of a penfive heart,

Charm'd by thy magic melody of woe.

Amid the wild and pifturefque fcencs, in the vicinity of Laxey, we pafled the

greater part of the day ; and in the evening proceeded to Kirk-Conchan, a pleafant

and airy village, where the aliens who die in Douglas are ufually interred. We vifited

the church-yard, which contains fome marble monuments of a recent date ; and
about fun-fet arrived at Douglas, highly delighted with our excurfion through the

illand.

Chap. XV.

—

The Herring FiJJjery.—The Manks Fleet.'—A Superjlit'ion highly injurious

to the Fijhery.—Refie^ions thereon.—The Manks Jubilee.

SOON after our return to Douglas, I took an evening walk to the promontory
fouth of the town. The weather was ferene and delightful : the neighbouring fields

were in fullbloffom : the windows of St. George's chapel flamed with the fetting fun
;

and the ocean was tinged with his ruddy light. In the bay, veflels from many a port,

with flreamers waving in the wind, were waiting the completion of their cargoes

;

and at a diftance, fcattered along the horizon for many a league, were feen the white

fails of four hundred fiflier-boats ; while the town beneath was a crowded fcene of

bufmefs, enlivened with mirth and feftivity.

The herrings are fuppofed to migrate annually from the north of Europe in one
Immenfe body ; but on arriving at the northern ifles of Scotland, are broken into

various huge fhoals, which, after vifiting feveral of the kingdoms of Europe, regu-

larly return to the more northern regions. About the middle of fummer a faw

flragglers appear off this ifland : but the fiflicry feldom commences till the middle

of July
J
and for a month or fix weeks continues off' Peele, Port-Iron, and Caftletown.

• See the Minftrel ; a poem, in which the fined poetical imagery is united with fublime and affefting

fentimenr.

I Authorefs of thofe beautiful poems originally publiflied under the fignature of Laura Maria.

X The harp of .^olus.

The
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The herrings, though then in their prime, are by no means fo abundant as after-

wards.

About the end of Auguft they colled from every part round the Ifland, tnwanlsthe
north point of Douglas-Bay ; and here, with increafmg fucccfs the fiiherv continues till

the middle of September; when the equinodial gales ufually intimidate the fifliennen,

and diffipate the herrings.

The boats feldom exceed eight tons, are built with much deterily, fail fwiftly, and
are eafily commanded. When new they coft, including the nets, upwards of feventy
or eighty guineas; but they feldom are the fole property of the fifiiermen. The pro-
duce of every night is divided into nine fliares. Two belong to the owners of the
boat; one to the proprietors of the nets ; and the refidue to the fix fifhermen. Two
of thefe are generally feanien ; and the relt, at the beginning of the fiflierv, come
from the interior parts of the country : to which, on its clofe, they return fupremcly
contented ; if they have procured herrings, and the women, in their abfence, culti-

vated potatoes, barely adequate to the maintenance of the family till next fiflierv.

Few of the fifliermen are acquainted with the anxiety attending the pofiTefTion of
riches. The greater part of their gains is confumed during the fifliery in feafting

or ebriety ; and the remainder is ufually configned to quiet fome importunate ere-

ditor.

Upwards of four hundred boats* compofe the Manks fleet. An admiral and vice-

admiral are annually eledted : to the former of whom government allows 5I. and to

the other 3I. for the feafon. Their boats are diftinguiflied by a fmali flag at the top-

maft, and their province is to condudt the fleet to the herring-ground f. The boats

fail with the evening, and return with the morning tide. On leaving the harbour,
each fifherman uncovers his head, and appears for a few moments engaged in devo-
tion : but this, I prefume, is more a relic of cuflomary fuperflition, than an expreffion

of real piety. Under the cloud of night they flioot their nets, which are buoyed up
by inflated bags of dog-fkin, dried in the fun and fmeared over with tar. The her-

rings are caught by the gills ; and in fuch abundance, that part of the nets mufl: be
frequently cut away. Many of the boats return laden with fifty, and fome with fe-

venty meazes |. This, while it continues, occafions a very rapid influx of money
into the country ; a fuccefsful night's fifliing being frequently eftimated at 30001. and
fometimes amounting to 50C0I.

Among the herrings are caught great quantities of dog-fifli, called by the Manks
gabboch, which prey upon the herrings, and from their Itrength and voracity prove
very defl:ru£live to the nets. They furnifli the natives with oil, and when dried refcm-

ble ling ; but are feldom ufed except by the poorefl: of the inhabitants.

I have already mentioned fome of the fuperftitions of this country ; but thefe were
in general innocent fancies. An error of that nature however prevails during the

fifliery, which proves highly injurious to the interefls of the ifland. SuperRition,

that foe to commerce, operating on the native indolence of the Manks, influences them
to facrifice at her flirine every Saturday and Sunday evening, during the herring fea-

fon ; the fifliermen being of opinion, that the lale of the fifh caught on the one even-

ing, and the failing of the boats on the other, would equally profane the fabbath.

Did this regard to the fabbath proceed from a juft veneration of the awful injunflion

of Him, who is fo profufely conferring on them the bleflings of the fea, it would be

• In this number are not included the fmacks, brigs, &c. belonging to the ifland.

f During the fifhery there is a penalty ot 5I. for every gull which is killed ; thefe birds being fuppofcd

conftantly to attend the herrings. J A meaze ot herrings is five hundred.

7 pious
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pious and commendable : but it is more the offspring of fear, than of gratitude to Hea-

ven. It arifes from a tradition, that on a Sunday evening of the laft century, when
the boats were fifhing, a tremendous gale, accompanied with thunder and lightning

arofe, which dedroyed a great part of the fleet ; while feveral of the boats which had

lied for refuge to a neighbouring cove, were cruflied to pieces by the fall of the im-

pending precipice. Whether this aftually happened, or was only a fabrication of prieft-

craft, I have never been able to learn. It has however proved a real calamity to the

country. The natives believe it an awful inftance of the wrath of Heaven, and are

thereby deterred from fubjefting themfelves to the like vengeance. This facrifice of

two days is very injurious to the lifliery. P^rom Friday to Monday evening the fhoals

^f herrings move to fome other ground ; and frequently, as foon as they are difcovered,

the clofe of the week prevents any material advantage therefrom.

Were the boats to fail on the Saturday evening, the filh would be fold on the enfuing

morning ; and this, in the opinion of fome, might occafion a buftle inconfiftent with

the folemnity of the Sabbath. But what injury could be given to the moft pious and

enlightened mind, were the fifliermen (after having on the Sabbath-day offered up to

God in his temple the incenfe of grateful hearts) to fail with the evening tid, and gather

in the bleffings which Heaven, at this feafon fo copioufly pours around them ?

During tlie fifliery, the ifland feems to awake from its native lethargy. Douglas is a

fcene of great feftivity. This feafon is a jubilee to the fiihermen ; and their wives and

daughters come in groups from the interior parts of the country to heighten it. The
Mankfman fhakes oft" his wonted floth and melancholy, and affumes an air of gaiety and

mirth. The day is paffed in banqueting, and flowing cups go round
;

gladnefs imile;

in every eye ; the fong echoes from every corner j and not unfrequently dances conclude

the feftivity of the night.

To a generous mind it is highly gratifying, to obferve fome thoufands deriving life

and gladnefs from this employ. The pleafure however diminiflies on reflefling, that all

this gaiety and exertion will foon be over ; and that the Mankfman, when he has baflced,

like a fummer infeft, for a little time in the funfliine of induftry, will retire to his ufual

indolence and mifery ; to his fmoky cottage, and tattered family : for, till manufactures

are more generally eftabliflied, he will never know either a continuance of the comforts

of life, or the bleflings of fociety.

Chap. XVI

—

Sale of the ijland.—View of Trade previous, andfubfcquent to that Pe-

riod.—Efiahl'.fhment of the Cuftoms.—Prcfent Imports.—Infular Revenue.

DURING the civil contefts in England, occafioned by the weaknefs and ambition

of Charles the firfl:, feveral perfons of fortune, having fought an afylum in this ifland,

introduced among the natives a greater flow of money. Previous to this period, their

trade was chiefly tranfa61;ed by an exchange of commodities; and their manner of con-

ducing this bufmefs was not only beneficial to the community, but diflinguiftied by
its virtuous fimplicity. To prevent any avaricious monopolv, four merchants were an-

nually elected by the people to purchafe foreign merchandize for the whole country.

Thcfe, on the arrival of any veflel, laden with fait, pitch, iron, &c. &c. appeared with

the owner of the cargo before the Governor of the ifland ; when the value of each ar-

ticle was afccrtained ; and to the contracl, then made by their commercial reprefenta-

tivcs, the country cheerfully acceded. The articles given in return were wool, hides,

tallow, and other produce of the ifland ; but if thcfe proved inadequate to the cargo im-

ported, the rcfiduc was then paid for in money by a general alTeffment.

To
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To a better acquaintance with the utility of fpecie, this primitive mode of com-

merce gradually yielded ; and about the beginning of the prefent century wholly dif-

appeared.

The increafe of the cuftoms, and the eftablifliment of the excife in the neighbouring

kingdoms, uniting with other.caufes, afterwards proved highly beneficial to the trade

of this country : tlie ifle of Mini thus became an important mart for thofe luxu-

ries, which the prodigality or policy of the ftate had loaded in Britain with opprcflive

imports.

Cambrics, filks, tobacco, tea, wines, fpirituous liquors, &c. &c. were imported from

the continent *; and on their being landed here, paid a very trilling duty to the lord f :

but fuch were the quantities admitted, that they formed an ample revenue to him.

Merchants from various countries flouriflied in every town of the ifland-; which, from

its vicinity to the furrounding kingdoms, and the plenitude of iinexdfed luxuries, was

much reforted to, by various hords of fmugglers. Befides foreign adventurers, feveral

of the inhabitants were aftuatly engaged in this illicit commerce. An unlimited impor-

tation of goods was legal : but every exportation of them was in defiance of the laws of

the land, which, at that time, were fhamefully evaded.

This traffic was certainly injurious to the iflcind
;

yet many of the natives ftill look

back with regret to that period. Individuals were certainly enriched thereby, but the

body of the people were impoveriflied. The lands lay uncultivated, the fifheries were

in a great meafure neglcfted, and the morals of the people debauched.

Another evil attended this clandeftine trade. It affedled the revenue of Britain and

Ireland to that degree, that it demanded the attention of the Britifli legiflaturc. Ac-
cordingly, in the reign of George the firfl: |, an afl: of parliament was paffed, purporting,

that as the commerce of Man was injurious to the interefts of his Majefty's dominions,

a pecuniary compenfation fhould be granted to the lord, and the feudal fovereignty of

the ifle be in future annexed to the Britifli crown. But this, from various caufes, was

not accompliflied till the fifth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty § ; when the roy-

alty, with all its dignities and emoluments, :^the patronage of the biflioprick excepted)

was for ever revelled in the crown of Britain : the Duke of Athol enjoying in

lieu of his regalities, a grant of 70,000!. and a liberal annuity for the lives of himfelf

and his Duchefs.

The fale of the ifland fpread an univerfal terror through the country. The buftleof

commerce ceafed ; and every countenance indicated fear and amazement. The mer-

chants, imagining that the treafures of .their warehoufes would be immediately confif-

cated, difpofed of them greatly beneath their original value, and retired to other coun-

tries ; while many of the poffeffors of landed property, now deeming it of little con-

fideration, fold it to any purchafer. Confequently, fome were ruined, fevei-al wei-e in-

jured; and a very few individuals, of greater policy and penetration, amalfed by this

univerfal alarm, an immenfe fortune |j. But though the fale of the ifland was, in its im-

* According to the report of the commiflloners in London, were annually imported into this ifland wine,

brandy, &c. from France and Spain ; rum and coffee from the Britifh colonies ; and Eall India goods from

Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Hamburgh, and the Netherlands.

•j- Trifling as the infular duties were, the lord was frequently defrauded of them: notwithftandirg this,

tliey produced fromi754 to 1764, about 6,oool. annually.

\ 1726. § March -th, 1765.

11
By a perfon who had been an eminent merchant in Ramfay I was affured, that on the fale of the ifland

he fo'd fifty, pipes of brandy at 2S. per gallon, payable by bills at three months—and before the time of pay-

ment arrived, every gallon of brandy had been re-fold, at the advanced price of los. 6d.

ff mediate
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mediate confequcnces, thus partially injurious to the country. It has fiiice been deemed
univerfally beneficial j and the natives are now taught by experience to regard it as the

greatefl blefFing.

Though the conflitution of the country was in no inftance affe£i:ed by its reveflnient

in the crown of Britain, the government of the ifland certainly was. The revenue-

department was now feparated from the civil eflablilliment. A cuflom-houfe, in his

Majefly's name, was erected at Douglas, and fubject-offices in Peel, Cailletown, and
Ramfay ; the eitabliOmient confilling of a receiver-general, coUedor, comptroller*, and

fonie inferior oflicers.

On completing the fale of the ifland, government, at the rcquifition of the Duke of

Athol, conlented to retain every officer of his appointment, except the colleftor of the

cuftoms. This office was then conferred on Richard Betham, Efq. L. L. D. f ; w'ho

died in 1789, and was fucceeded by the prefent coUeclor.

Since the ellablifhment of the cuftoms, the importation of foreign luxuries has been

limited ; and the imports on them (though much inferior to the Englifh duties) increafed.

There is however flill an abundant variety. Exports may be made at Peel, Caftletown,

or Ramfay : but all imports of rum, tea, fugar, wine and tobacco, are only admiffible

at the cuflom-houfe of Douglas.

The imports of the ifland are numerous ; and the duties various ; but from every

impofl payable in England they are exempt f.

The oppreflion of excife is flill unknown in this country. The duties are paid on
the arrival of the goods, and they are then free from all future infpedtion. Foreign

brandy and gin, being prohibited, may be feized by a cullom-houfe officer ; but all other

articles of commerce are fecure from his annoyance, unlefs they are deteded in a clan-

defline exportation.

From the annual amount of the imports arifes the infular revenue. Part of this fup-

ports the civil eftablifhment, and the refidue is annually remitted to the Britirtitreafury ;

where it either lies dormant, or is applied to foreign purpofes ; although the principal

harbour of the ifland is in § ruins, and the jail a difgrace to humanity !

• The falary of the comptroller is, exclufive of the fees, lool. that of the coUedor, confiderably

more.

f Dr. Betham was father-in law to Captain Bllgh, whofe fortitude, amid unequalled dangers, the public

have fojuftly admired.

:f
French wines are charged with 4I. per tun, and Portugal wines with 2I. Rum pays 2S. a gallon ; to-

bacco 3d per pound ; black tea 6d. and green tea is. Soap, fugar, and filk goods are charged with an
impoft of J per cent, and other wares with z J ad valorem. The wines come diveftly from France and Por-

tugal. The red port is greatly fuperior to what is generally drunk in England ; and including every duty
and expence, coft^ the importer little more than 7d. a bottle. Thirty thoufand gallons of rum arc annually

permitted from England, and 10,000 from Scotland. The duty was originally only i8d. a gallon ; but
an additional 6d. was afterwards impofed. Tobacco aud loaf-fugar are generally imported from Liverpool.

Previous to 17(^8, great quantities of each were annually imported ; but tliis indulgence being abufed, the

former was confined to 40,ooolb. and the latter to 20 tons—a limitation more than adequate to the annual
confumption of the ifland.

§ Every boat engaged in the herring filhery pays annually los. to the cuftoms; which fum, with the

amount of the bay filheries and the harbour dues, is applied to the temporary repairs of the various porte in

the ifland.

Chap.
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Chap. XVII.

—

Trade of the I/land continued.—Exports.—Sketch of the Herring Trader—Other Exports.—Balance of Trade.—Agrkidtiire and Mamifa^ures recommended.

—'Refiedions.

THE exports of the ifland are not adequate to its imports ; although government, to

promote a fpirit of commercial induftry among the Manks, has exempted from every

fee and impofl; in Britain and Ireland, their produce and manufafturcs ; and the impor-

tation of every article requifite for the culture of the lands, and the advancement of

their manufadures and fifheries. Befides this indulgence, government has granted a

bounty of is. a barrel on herrings dcfigned for Britiih confumption, and an additional

28. 6d. when exported to a foreign market.

As herrings are at prefent the ftaple commodity of the countr)', I fliall here give a

fketch of this trade. During the fifhery the price fluctuates from 2s. to 3s. a hun-

dred ; but near the clofe, the foreign fmacks and red herring houfes being fupplied, it

rapidly decreafes to is. 6d. and fometimes even to is. They are then cured by the

white herring merchants. The procefs is fimple ; and women are chiefly employed
on this occafion. By girls, from nine to thirteen years of age, the herrings are car-

ried in bafliets from the boats ; and on being conveyed to the herring houfes are, by
the more robuft women, rubbed thoroughly with fait ; after which they leave them to

purify till next morning, when, with a layer of fait between each row of fi(h, they are

barrelled*.

The trade is lucrative ; but it ought to be confidered; that a certain degree of

rifque is incurred : from a fcarcity of fifh, fhould the price exceed 2s. a hundred, al-

moft all the expenfive preparations for, and fanguine expectations from, the fifhery are

frufl:rated.

Thofe defigned for red herrings are firfl: regularly piled up with a layer of fait be-

tween each row, and for fome days remain to purify. They are then wafhed ; and,

when the water is fufiiciently drained from them, are fixed by the mouth on fmall

rods, and hung up in extenfive houfes built for the purpofe. The houfes are very

high : in length exceeding thirty yards, and in width about twenty. The length is

divided into feveral fpaces; and here the herring-rods are hung, reaching in rows

from the roof of the houfe till within eight feet of the floor. The regularity of the

ranks, and the luftre of the henings, when newly hung up, make a very beautiful

appearance. Underneath, are kindled feveral fires of the dried roots of oak, which

are kept continually fmoking for four or five weeks : when the herrings, being fuf-

ficiently reddened, are barrelled, and fhipped for fome of the Mediterranean ports

;

from whence the vefl'els return with a cargo to Liverpool, and fometimes with a part of

it for the ifland. The maflier of the veflTel is generally ignorant of the port for which

he is defliined, till he is a few leagues from Douglas. He then opens his orders

;

and it not unfrequently happens, that to one port many of the Manks cargoes are

configned.

Befides the herring trade, the ifland exports fome quantities of grain, cattle, butter,

bacon, lead, kelp, coarfe linen, and fpun cotton. But notwithftanding the amount of

• A barrel contains about 6co, which, including every expence, does not coft the curer, when land-

ed in the Englifh market, more than I2S. while the lowell fum it will command there i» il. is. and fre-

quently il. 5s.
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thefe, and the annual Influx of wealth from the fifhery, the balance of trade is againft

the iiland : and fhould the fifhery confiderably decline, from the prefent languilhing

ftate of manufaflures, and the too great neglect of agriculture, this country would be
almofl ruined.

Many circumRances unite to favour the eftablifiiment of manufadlures, and the fur-

ther increafe of agriculture in the ifland. The land is exempt from taxation ; the

neceffaries and comforts of life are abundant ; the country would fupply feveral ma-
nufacturing materials ; while for the greater part of the produce of the land, and many
of the manufadlures, there would be an immediate demand at home ; and for the refi-

due an eafy conveyance (from the centrical fituation of the ifland,) to various markets
abroad.

Thus, the balance of trade, which is now againft the country, would be in its favour;

and a permanent fountain of wealth opened in its centre, which, from the influx of
the fifhery, would annually over-flow. But this demands a fpirit of enterprize and ac-

tivity, hoftile to the native indolence of the Manks : many of whom facrifice every con-
fideration to the purfuit of the fifhery ; and when this terminates, retire to their clay-

built cottages ; vs<here, furrounded by a fqualid and tattered family, they flumber out
the refidue of the year in floth and mifery *.

Providence has given a liberal fupply of the wealth of the fea to this ifland, and the

acquifition of this, during thefeafon, ought to be profecuted with avidity ; but the re-

mainder of the year fhould not be confumed in indolence. A fociety for eftablifhing

manufactures, and promoting a more general culture of the lands, would to this coun-
try be a mofl benevolent inflitution. The Mankfman would then be roufed from his

lethargy ; he and his family amply participate of the comforts of life ; the blefllngs of
fociety increafe; and, although the fifiiery fhould decline, thefe new channels of wealth
would remain unexhaufled.

Chap. XVIII.— General Character of the Manks.^—Their Indolence.—Melaticholy.—Su-

perjlition.— Difrcgay-d of Science.— Clerical Character.—Poverty of Genius and of Pub-
lie Spirit among the Manks.—Their Attention to private Charity. ^

THIS account of the Ifle of Man I fhall now conclude with a general charafter'of the

natives ; diverting myfelf of every prejudice, and only folicitous " io extenuate nothing,

nor fet down aught in malice."

Indolence is a prominent feature of the Manks charader ; otherwife the lands would,

be more univerfally cultivated, and manufaftures more generally eflabliflied. From
whatever caufes this hereditary inadtivity may fpring I will not prefume to fay ; but

it certainly derives new influence from the quiet of the lonely vales and mountainous
receflfes, to which the greater part of the inhabitants are accufloraed from their child-

hood.

To a contemplative mind, folitude is a fountain of the fublimefl; enjoyments : ope-

rating however on an inert difpofition, it only cheriflies a fombrous melancholy ; which,

by enervating the mind, renders it a flave to every fuperflition ; or what is flill more
unfortunate, eradicates every veftige of reafon.

In fupport of this obfervation, I need only refer to fome of the fuperfl;itious delufions

of the natives j and to the harmlefs, but fuUen lunatics, who fo frequently diflrefs the

feeling mind in this country.

• The fifhery commences in July, and ufually terminates with the autumnal ec^ulnox. Confequcntly
nine month* of the ytar are by many of the Manks pafTed in inadtivity.

3 To
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To a gloomy imagination thus nouriflicd by indolence and folitude, perhaps may
be imputed the general influence of Methodifm in the ifland. Being more ambitious to

aftonifli the ignorant, by thundering forth the terrors of the law, than to captivate

them, by difplaying the mild beauty of the gofpel, Mcthodifm eafily ailimilates with

gloomy minds ; heightens native melancholy by religious terrors ; and rapidly efta-

bliflies over the weak and fupcrflitious an unlimited controul.

The inhabitants of the towns arc, however, in fome degree, exempt from thefe

evils. Society promotes aftivity ; and aftivity difpels from the mind the cloud of

fuperflition. Men, as they become more focial, become more cheerful and en-

lightened.

Among the higher claffes of the Manks are fome of polifhed manners, liberal

minds, and real hofpitality : but there are many more who, prefuming on the

wealth they have amalTcd, arc haughty in their deportment, and illiberal in their pre-

judices.

The middle ranks have a greater air of politcncfs and hofpitality
; yet they have

been frequently elleemcd fin-cwd, felfifh, inlinccre, and litigious. The lower claffes

are like the vulgar in every country, only perhaps a little more inert and ignorant.

They know little of the enjoyments of life ; many of them confuming the greater part

of the year in hftlefs ftupidity. Their habitations are miferable huts; their- attire

mean *, and their common diet thin barley cakes, or herrings and potatoes, with a

beverage of milk and water. Being however of an athletic frame, they brave thefe

hardfliips ; and from the falubrity of the country, many of them arrive at a great

aget.
The Manks are generally of a penfive phyfiognomy, feldom expreflive of vivacity,

or fublimity of mind. Some of the women however are beautiful ; and a few of them
not unacquainted with female accomplifhments.

The liberal arts have few votaries in this country. Science is difregarded ; and po-

lite literature little cultivated. Their parochial clergy are more refpedable for their

virtues, than eminent for learning or genius. They are feldom diftinguiflied by an uni-

verfity education ; but at a clerical feminary in Caftletown |, imbibe the elements of

theology and claffical lore. Their livings feldom exceed lool. and are never inferior

to 50I. yet, on this income they live contented and happy.

The folitude of the country, it inay be prefumed, would be favourable to the pur-

fuits of philofophy or literature; and its pidurefque and romantic fcenery to the

indulgence of the imagination
;

yet the ifle of Man has not produced a perfon

known in the neighbouring kingdoms, either by the vigour of intelled:, or the fire of

genius.

The Manks are like the Swifs and Highlanders, warmly attached to their native

vales and mountains; tenacious of their ancient cuftoms ; and jealous of their here-

•

ditary rights and privileges. They have hou ever, few monuments of public fpirit.

.

• The poorer fort of tlie men ufiially wear a kiiiJ of fandal, wliich tliey call Kcrranes, made of un-

tanned leather, crofs-laccd from the toe to the upper part of the ifillep, and gathered about the ancle.

f In fummcr the air is cooled by tlie fea breezes ; the winter is as mild as in the fame latitude of the

neighbouring countries; and tlioiigh fogs are rather frequent, ihey do not appear to be injurious to the

health of the inhabitants. Se.T-bathing is peculiarly delightful in this ifland ; the water being fo lucid and

pure, that the fine fandy bottom may be feen at a great depth.

\. To bifhop Barrow, the Manks clergy are eminently indebted. Befides feveral other inftances of hil

beneficence to them, lie founded, by donations which he collected in England, this academy ; and by his

pwn private charity, purchafed twotflates for the fupport of fuch young perfons aa fhould be defigned for

the miiiiftry.

5 M 2 The
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The Iloufe of Keys is a mean building ; the public jail a dungeon ; and the principal

harbour almoft in ruins; while in the whole ifland there is no public eftabUfliment for

thehering the deftitute, protciSling the infane, refloring the fick, or fupporting the

poor. Yet in this country private charity is liberal. In the herring feafon the bene-

volence of the tifliermen feeds the poor *
; and during the refidue of the year, they are

fupported by the weekly generofity of a few individuals. A fympathy for the diftrefles

of others has been diftinguilhed by Juvenal f as " the higheft ornament|of our na-

ture j" and Charity by the facred writers has been accounted the completion of human
virtue.

I fliall therefore conclude this fketch of the general charader of the Manks with

obferving, that, notwithlianding feveral imperfedtions which a regard to truth, un-

affected with prejudice, has forced me to point out, this country is diftinguifhed,

though not by public, by what is equally noble, private charity. And a higher ho-

nour can fcarcely be inherited by a nation ; for in the ludre which benevolence

throws over the general charaftcr, a generous mind forgets every blemilh and imper-

fection.

A REVIEW OF THE MANKS HISTORY.

Cm A p. I.

—

A Review of the Manks Hi/lory^ from the Government of the Druids, to the

Norwegian Conquejt.

TO trace the origin of nations, to elucidate their progrefs from barbarity to civiliza-

tioi, and, in a page illumined with the flame of genius, to give immortality to their

patriots and heroes, is the office of the hiftoric mufe : but this dignity not correfponding

wfth my prefent defign, I ftall promife little more than a chronological view of the kings

of Man ;
with a Iketch of the characters of thofe, rendered confpicuous by their crimes,

or virtues.

The Ifle of Man was known to tha ancients by various names. Csefar diftinguiflies

it by that of Mona
J. Ptolemy calls it Monceda, or the more remote Mona; Pliny

Monabia, and others Eubonia. Buchanan fliles it Mana, the natives Manning,,and
the Englifh Man ; which appellation, bifhop Wilfon derives from the Saxon word
5iT>aiig § ; this ifland being literally among the neighbouring kingdoms.
The original inhabitants moft probably migrated from Britain ; and as their chief

employment was hunting, they lived in tribes, and their primitive government was
patriarchal. To this form fucceeded the civil and religious inftitutions of the Druids;

a race of facred and venerable legiflators, who, after the general maflacre of their bre-

thren in Anglefea, reigned over the affedions of the natives of Mona, till the clofe of the

* Tlie Manks have the following generous proverb :

" Tra ta yn derrey Vought cooney It fh hought elley ta fee hene garaghtee :" When one poor man re-

lieves another, God himfelf rejoices at it ; or, as it is in the original, laughs outright.

\ Molliflima corda
Humane generi dare fe Natura fatetur,

C^ac lacryn.as dcdit, hafc uoihi pars optima fenfus. Sat, xv.

X The Mona of Tacitus is Anglefea,

^ Signityiiigflmow^.

12 fourth
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fourth century ; when the light, of Chriflianity penetrating the gloom of their umbra-
geous oaks, their admirable fabric of religion and morality gradually yielded to a fyftcm,

which, in fome of its moft important doctrines, rcfemblcd, yet infinitely furpafled,

their own .
By embracing Chriflianity, the legiflative dignity of the Druids was not immediately

affedled f; for according to the Manks tradition they and their defcendants continued,

forfeveral years, the teachers and rulers of the people
J.

But at length an irruption

of northern barbarians, fpreading anarchy and devallation through the country, over-

threw their dominion : and a long period enfued, in which the hiftory of this ifland is

involved in darknefs and fable, till the defcent of

orry,
in the tenth century.

This prince was of the Danifli line, and after fubduing the Orcades and Hebrides,
at laft eftabliflied his throne in Mona. Though he alTumed the government by violence,

his reign was undifturbed by any domcftic commotion : and to his polity the Manks
are indebted for the origin of their Conftitutional Reprefentatives ; who for feveral fuc-

ceeding ages fonietimes feebly oppofed, but more frequently fandioned regal opprcffion.

After a long reign, Orry was fucceeded by his fon,

GUTTRED

:

A prince who devoted his attention to the welfare of his fubjeds : he erefted the

noble relic of Danifh architefture, Caftle-Rufhen j and in that durable monument of
his regal grandeur lies obfcurely buried.

The third prince of the Danifh line was

REGINALD,
who facrificed the dignity of his charafter to luft and intemperance. His vices accele-

rated his ruin : for having feduced a lady whofe brothers were foldiers of fortune, they

revenged her difhonour by the death of her feducer. On this event,

CLAVE,
having afTumed the crown without the approbation of the King of Denmark, was with

much apparent friendfliip invited to his court : but on his arrival was arraigned, and
executed as a traitor to the fupremacy of the Danifh throne. His brother

OLATN,
fucceeded him, who, after an equitable reign, died in Ireland, and had for his fuc-

ceffor

ALLEN
;

whofe memory has been branded with every crime. He was polfoned by his governor,

and moft probably fucceeded by
MACON ;

a gallant prince, who, for refufmg homage to the Englifh crown, was deprived of the

diadem of the ifles. It was however foon afterwards reftored to him with a plenitude

of honour. He was created by the Englifli monarch, admiral of a numerous fleet,

with which he annually circumnavigated the Britifh ifles ; to guard them from the ra-

» See Chap. XII.
{• During this period, the iflc of Man, according to Boetius and other writers, was the fountain of all

pure learning ; the refidence of the Mufes ; and a literary retirement for the heirs of the crow?i of Scothuul.

From this it may be prefumed that the erudition, genius, and virtue of the Druids for fome ages fiirvivcd

their religious eftabli(hment in this country.

:}; Ninnius mentions the invafion of this Ifland by one Binle a Scot ; and other writers its reduftion by
Edwin, king of Northumberland ; but thefe were temporary ravages, and not conqucfti.

pine
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pine and barbarity of the Scandinavian pirates, who, at this period, were a terror to

the neighbouring kingdoms. It is uncertain how long he reigned, or by whom he was
fucceeded : but in the eleventh century,

GODRED CROVAN,
a Norwegian hero, having accompanied his king in the invafion of England, and being

there defeated, fought an afylum in this ifland, where he was hofpitably received by
the natives. The reigning prince of Man at this period was Godred the fonof Syrric,

who from his cowardice, barbarity, and injuflice, became odious to his fubjeds. With
a penetrating eye Godred Crovan obferved the difcontents of the people; and animated

by regal ambition, formed the daring projeft of dethroning the king. But this am-
bitious plan he concealed from the inhabitants, till he fhould be inverted with force

fufficient to command fuccefs. To obtain this, he withdrew to his native country ; and
arming a numerous fleet, with great expedition returned to this ifland. -In his abfence

the tyrant died, and

FINGAL,
his fon, was feated on the throne ; from whofe youth, mildnefs, and generofity, the

Manks promifed themfelvcs many bleflings. Ihe virtues of this prince, infpiring his

fubjefts with heroic loyaltv, for fome time fruftrated the hopes of the invader ; who,
being twice repulfed, eft'efted by fl:ratagem what he could not accomplifli by violence.

In a dark night he concealed in a wood, under a hill near Ramfay, three hundred of

his troops ; and on the morning landed the remainder of his forces ; which, being

oppofed by the Manks with their ufual heroifm, were again almofl vanquiflied. But
in the moment of fuppofed viftory Godred vigoroufly renewing the combat, the troops

that formed the ambufcade now burfl: upon the rear of the Manks army. A well-dif-

puted conflift enfued : and at length the tide of conqueft turned againfl: the Manks.
Their king with the prime of his nobility fell in the battle, and the refidue yielded to

the generofity of the conqueror.

Chap. M.—'A Review of the Manks hijlory, from the Norwegian conquejl to the Death

of Godred the Son ofOlave.

ON the day after the battle, (A. D. 1 066)* Godred aflfembling his army, fubmitted

to their choice, either to divide the lands among themfelves, and refide here ; or to

plunder the ifland, and return to their own country. Many of the foldiers, eager to

pillage thofe whom they had conquered, preferred the latter alternative ; and enrich-

ing themfelves by rapine, returned home with the fpoils their ferocity had acquired.

But others of greater fpirit and policy being denrous of fharing in a foreign land , the

fortunes of a chief who had led them to conqueft, he divided among them the fouth

department of the ifland ; while the northern divifion he granted to the natives, on ex-
prefs condition, that no man fhould ever claim any inheritance. Thus, Godred,
having conquered, foon began to enflave the people.

Tyrants are ever fufpicious of their fubjefts ; and as they know that peace is fa-

vourable torefleftion, and refledlion to liberty, they ufually precipitate them into a
foreign war; thereby, confirming opprefllon at home, and fprcading devaitation in other
countries. With this policy (of which our modern princes feem fo ambitious) Godred

* At this period commences the Chronicon Mannias, whicli terminates with the Scottirti con<nic(l.

It was written by the monks of Rufhcn-Abbey, and publiftied by Camden in his Britannia. Its aiillienti-

z\\.y being corroborated by various tellimonies, I have, with a few deviations, followed the outUnes of it in

this and the fubfcquent chapter.

was
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was not unacquainted. Obferving a fpirit of difcontent rifing among his fubjefts, he
formed the young and vigorous into a fine army, with vvhicli he fucceTsfully invaded

Dublin, and then returned to the ifland, loaden with the fpoils of conqueft. The
weftern Scots having however checked him in his career of victory, Godred equipped

a confiderable fleet to refent thefe hodilitics. He awed a part of Scotland, and fub-

dued the Hebrides : but the honour acquired by thefe new viftories he did not long

enjoy ; for he foon after died in one of thofe iflands which had lately fubmitted to

him.

He was majeftic in his perfon ; noble in his afpeft ; and of a bold, penetrating, and
politic genius. To the feelings of mercy he was not wholly infenfible; but the prin-

ciples of jufticc he accounted trifles beneath the regard and dignity of one, who, by
his heroifm and policy, had feated himfelf on a foreign throne.

Godred, (A. D. 1 082,) was fuccecded by his eldelt fon,

LAGMAN

;

who having murdered his brother Harold, on fufpicion of promoting a rebellion among
the foldiery, refigned his crown for the crofs : and, according to the devotional ab-

furdity of thofe ages, undertook a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, as an expiation for

his fraternal barbarity. He died at Jerufalem
;
(A. D. 1089,) and his youngefl:

brother,

CLAVE,
the third fon of Godred the conqueror, being then very young, the nobility of the

ifles fcnt to Murcard O'Brian, King of Ireland, foliciting him to appoint fome perfon

of royal defcent, as regent of the kingdom during Olave's minority. In compliance

with their requefl:, the king fent Donald Tade, who, for his oppreflion and barbarity,

was foon expelled the ifland by an indignant people. Olave, their natural prince,

was then a youth in the court of Henry the Firft : and the chiefs of the ifles being

anxious to feat on the throne a man of mature abilities, elefted Mac Manis *, whofe
merit amply fandlioned their choice. From the pride and jealoufy of Earl Outher, a

confpiracy was however, (A. D. 1098,) formed againfl: him; and in the combat
which it occafioned, both the prince and confpirator, with many of their partizans,

were flain. By this civil conteft the kingdom being confiderably weakened, it became
an eafy prey to Magnus, King of Norway ; who, influenced by an abfurd fuperfliition,

refigned his own crown, and fpread havock and rapine through the neighbouring

countries. He reigned for fix years in this ifland ; but in attempting the redudion of

Ireland, he was furrounded by the natives, and with the greater part of his followers,

after fighting with afl:onifliing valour, was at length flain.

Upon his death, (A.D. 1102) the nobility of the ifles fent a folemn and fplendid

embafly to Olave, their hereditary prince ; who to youth and beauty united a graceful

deportment, with a gallant and generous mind. Being efteemed by the furrounding

princes, and beloved by his own fubjects, his reign for many years wasjuft, tranquil,

and happy f. But at length refolving to vifit the King of Norway, (probably with

the intention of doing homage for his crown) on his return, he found his kingdom
* According to fome authors his name was Mac Maru5.

f During this tranquillity, he reformed the laws, and humanized the manners of his fubjefts. He was
alfo liberal to the clergy. The Abbey of Ruflien, founded by Mac Manis, he ritlily endowed in U34,
and gave to Evan, Abbot of Furnefs, as a feminary for the church of the illes ; the revenue of which he
divided into three portions. One third of the tythcs was appropriated to the maintenance of the bifliop

;

the fecond portion to the Abbey of Ru/hcn ; and the refidue to the fecular clergy.

agitated



S24 iiobertson's review of the manks history.

agitated by the violence and intrigues of his three nephews, who had now a confide-

rable army at their command. Being perhaps more anxious for the peace and welfare

of his fubjefts, than th : maintenance of his regal dignity, Olave propofed an accommo-

dation with his nephews. The two armies accordingly encamped near Ramfay, at a

little diftance from each other. Between the armies, the king, the princes, and their

refpective nobility affembled. During their deliberation, Reginald, one of the princes,

pretending to ialute the king, with one blow of his battle-axe beheaded him
;

while this deteftable aft was only a fignal for the general flaughter of his nobility, and

the moll ferocious oppreffion of his fubjeds.

But the crimes of thefe atrocious brothers did not elude the vengeance they merited ;

for

GODRED,

the fon of Olave, in 1143, returning from the Norwegian court where he had been

left by his father, the whole ifland fpontaneoufly fubmitted to him ; and with unani-

mous confent, delivered to his vengeance the three fons of Harold : two of whom
v/ere deprived of their eyes, and the murderer of the king publickly executed.

When Godred aflumed the government of his kingdom, he was in the bloom of youth

and beauty ; majeftic in his ftature ; magnanimous in his fentiments ; and heroic in

his aftions. Thefe graces, uniting with a remembrance of his father's virtues, gained

the adoration of his own fubjefts, and the admiration of the neighbouring kingdoms.

From the celebrity of his virtue and heroifm, the people of Dublin and the nobility of

the province of Leinfter eleded him their king. But this fmgular honour involved

him in various contefts, and fubjefted him to future misfortunes. Murchard, King of

Ireland oppofed him ; but Godred, having routed the enemy, feated himfelf on the

throne to which he had been raifed by the fuftrages of the people. His abfence how-

ever occafioned difcontents among his hereditary fubjefts ; which were fomented by

the faftious and turbulent. To calm thefe he returned to Man : and having feverely

puniftied fomeof thedifaffefted ; Thorfinus, a fubtle, fuUen, and ferocious chief, fled

to Summerled, Thane of Argyle, and brother-in-law to Godred. This bold and

ambitious prince was foon inftigated by Thorfinus, to invade the weftern ifles, which

he foon reduced. In the mean time, Godred equipped a fleet of eighty veflels, and

engaged him at fea. A dreadful conflict enfued ; which terminating in a doubtful

viftory, occafioned a divifion of the kingdom of the ifles. Godred retained Man

;

and the other iflands were ceded to Summerled. However, in 1158, Summerled,

prefuming on the faftions and difcontents which fl.ill exiflied among the natives, inva-

ded and fubdued Man. The King efcaped to Norway, and Summerled with much
ferocity opprefled thofe whom he had conquered. His ambition increafing with his

i'uccefs, he projeded, the reduftion of Scotland ; but in attempting to land his forces

he was vanquilhed by a fmall body of the inhabitants, and with his fon and the greater

part of his army was facrificed to their juft; vengeance.

Freed from the tyrany of this ufurper, the nobility and people of the ifles fondly re-

membered the virtues of their hereditary prince. His exile and fufferings had endear-

ed him to the loyal ; and from the difafiefted had obliterated the remembrance of

every in;ury. "While the efl;eem of the people was thus direded towards Godred, the

kingdom of the ifles was invaded by his illegitimate brother, Reginald. The Manks
with much bravery oppofed his forces ; but through the treachery of one of their

leaders were defeated. However, on the fourth day after the battle, Godred with a

numerous
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numerous army arrived from Norway ; and having vanquifheJ Reginald, was re-

eived by his fubjcfts with the mofl generous and loyal affeftion.

After his re-e(tablifhment on the throne, he vifited the more remote parts of hh
kingdom : and on his i-eturn to Man, (the ufual refidence of tlie kings of the iflcs)

he devoted the refidue of his reign to the welfare of his fubjefts *
; until 1 187, when

he died juflly revered and lamented by them.

Ghap. hi.—A Review of the Manks HiJlory,from the Death of Godred the Son of Olavr,

to the Scottijb Conquejl,

THE long and happy tranquillity which the Manks enjoyed, under the govcrnmcnf
of Godred the fon of Olave, was foon difturbed by the contefts of his fons for the

diadem of the illes.

REGINALD,
the eldeft, being illegitimate, Olave was elecled king : but as the former was of a

mature age, and of a bold, fubtle, and politic genius, he foon triumphed over his

younger brotlier. The ufurper then banifhed the young prince to the ifle of Lewis ;

among the barren folitudes of which he and his faithful adherents were alinofl famiflied.

From misfortune the mind fometimes derives new vigour. Olave, inftead of yielding

to increafmg hardfhips, was ambitious of combating them. He returned to Man, and
boldly remonftrated with Reginald ; but the tyrant, fo far from mitigating, heightened

his fufferings. The prince was delivered as a captive to the king of Scotland ; and by
his feverity was for feven years imprifoned and loaded with chains. On the death of

that Monarch he was liberated : and being fupported by feveral of the nobility of the

ifles, he again returned to Man : and foon afterwards obtained a moiety of the king-

dom. Reginald retained the government of Man, and part of the weftem ifles was
ceded to the younger brother. The pride of the ufurper being however feverely

wounded by this divifion of the ifles, he attempted again to fubjefl: them to his domi-

nion: but unable to atchieve this acl of injuftice, he failed for Scotland to folicit the

afTiftance of the Lord of Galloway. Emboldened by the abfence, and impatient of

the barbarity and oppreffion of Reginald, the Manks invited

OLAVE
to the throne ; who, on his return, was welcomed by the people with reiterated fhouts

of heart-felt joy.

Reginald, thus exiled from his kingdom by the voice of the nation, vifited the court

of England ; and to recover his crown, preferred homage to King John, and fub-

miflion to the pope. Relying on their protection, and afiifted by the Lord of Gallo-

way and the Earl of Athol, he conducted a ferocious army to defolate a-country, from
which his crimes had expelled hira. Olave being then abfent in the more remote iiles,

accompanied by the flower of his nobility and foldiery ; the ifle of Man was thus ex-

pofed to the inhumanities of a tyrant, glowing with reveng?, and to the lull and bru-

tality of his barbarous army. Having for the prefent fatiated his vengeance, by mur-
dering the men, raviihing the women, burning the churches, Sic. &c. he fled from
the ju(t rcfentment and indignation of his brocher, who fpeedily returned to fave his

kingdom from utter devaft:ation. Ilov.ever, in the enfuing winter, Reginald again re-

turned with a few veflTels, and at midnight burnt all the fliipping belonging to OJave

* On the celebration of liis marriage with Fingala, a defcemiant of tlie Royal Family of Ireland, Go-
dred endowed a fmall plantation of the Cilltrtian order at Mirefcogc ; (conjeclnred to be Balamona in

Chrift Kirk Lez-Ayi e) the monks of which v.ere afterwardB incorporated with ihofe of Ruften.

VOL. n. 5 N and
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and the nobility of the ifles, which was then lying at anchor under Peel-caille, He
then Tailed to Derby-haven, and, pretending to i'olicit reconciliation with his brother,

by iiis bold demeanour and fubtle iafmuations, fcduced many of the inhabitants from
their loyalty to him. Notwithflanding this defedion of many of his fubjeds, the men
of the northern divifion were determined to conquer, or die, with Olave. A f ivil

war thus begun, which was terminated by a dreadful combat near the fite of the Tyn.
wald. Reginald fell in the_battle : and probably over the relics of him and his followers

that noble tumulus (afterwards dlllinguiflied as the throne of legillation to the king.^

dom of Man) was reared by hi:- pious brother.

Thus fell the tyrant Reginald, whofe abilities were great, but his vices greater. As
a prince he was brave and politic ; as a king cruel and oppreffive ; as an exile intrepid

and adventurous ; and as a conqueror inhumanly atrocious. His claim to real valour

is greatly diminiihed by his voluntary homage to John, King of England, and his

pufillanimous fubmillion to the Pope. Perhaps in comparing his charafter with that

of John, his cotemporary, there may appear a great fimilitudo. Both princes were

treacherous, fubtle, and adventurous. The Englifli monarch gained the crown

by the murder of his nephew : and the Manks prince by the exile of his brother : and.

as they obtained the government by injufilcc fo they loll it by oppreilion. Both offended

the clergy ; infultcd the nobility ; and violated the rights and polVefiions of the people.

Both annihilated their regal dignity by fubmiflion to the pope j and both have now,

with great juflice, been configned to perpetual infamy.

After the death of Reginald, Olave enjoyed fome years of profperous tranquillity

revered and beloved by his fubjcils *. He died at Peel-cafUe, in 1237, and was fuc-

ceeded by his fon,

Harold;
a youth whofe perfonal and mental accomplifhments recommended him to the efteem

and affeOIon of his fubjecls. Soon after his acceflion he failed to Norway, and paid

homage to that monarch for the diadem of the ifles. Having thus acknowledged his

dependence on the Norwegian crown, he was follcitous to promote the fecurity and

happinefs of his kingdom, by forming alliance with the neigbouring princes. B-y

Henry the Third he was invited into England ; and fo highly was he clleeiued by

that Monarch, that he conferred on him the honour of knighthood. Soon after, he

received an Invitation from Haco, King of Norway; and in his court was entertained

with fplendid feftlvity ; while to crown the honours thus conferred upon him, he

married the lovely daughter of the Norwegian monarch. But how fleeting is human
happinefs ! Returning to the kingdom of Man, with his young and beautiful prlncefs,

attended by a numerous train of nobility of both fexes, they periliied by fliipwreck on

the coafl of Rcdland ! This prince was fucceeded, in 1249, by his brother,

REGINALD

;

who was foon after facrlficcd to the revenge of the Knight Ivar, as more fully narra-

ted In the hlflorical account of Ruflien-abbey f. Reginald's fucceflbr was his brother,

MAGNUS

;

who being ralfed to the throne by the voice of the nation, was confirmed thereon by

the King of Norway. Magnus \yas the laft prince of the Norwegian line in Mona,

• For defending the fea-coaft, Henry the Third, in 12^6, granted Olave 40 marks, joo quarters of

corn, and five tuns of wine annually ; fo long as he (hould perform that fervico. As the power of the

Norwegian crown began to decline, the Scotch feenied to have meditated a defeent ou the ifles j v»hicfi

probably forced the kings at this peiiod to fylicit the prote(5tivn of England,

t See Chiip. VII. of the Tour.

He
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Ho died 111 1265, and was buried in the abbey church of Ruflien ; which fome years

before, Rich.ard, Bifhop of the ifles, at the command of Magnus, had dedicated to the

blefTed Virgin.

From the beginning of the tenth century, to the death of Magnus, the kingdom of

Man (to which were ufually annexed the Weftcrn Ifles of Scotland) was governed by

a race of Danifh or Norwegian Princes ; chiefly fubjcft to the homage, and frequently

to the controul, of the crown of Norway. But the period had now arrived, when thefe

ifles fhould fubmit to another conqueror.

Norway for five hundred years had fpread terror and dcvaftation through Europe :

had given Dukes to Normandy ; Kings to Sicily and Man ; and Conquerors to Eng-
land. But, by thefe foreign conquefls and cftablifliments, her real ftrength was fo ex-

haufted, that ihe foon yielded to tlie more powerful kingdom of Denmark. Alexander
the third, King of Scotland, an aftive and politic Prince, foon regained the Hebrides *,

which had formerly been wrefted from his anceftors by the Norwegian arms: and Mona,
no longer proteded by the crown of Norway, in 1270, increafed the honours of his

conqueft t«

Chap. IV.—A Review of the Manh Hificry, from the Scottijh Conqticjl to the Accejfion

of the Houfe of Stanley.

ALEXANDER having pjbdued the ancient kingdom of Man, fubmitted it to be go-

verned by Thanes or Lieutenants ; againft whofe tyranny the natives fl;ruggled for fe-

veral years. At length, impelled by their diftrefles, they rofe, determined either to ex-

terminate the Scots, or perilh in the attempt. They were however restrained from this

refolution by the influence of their bifhop ; who ftiuddering at fuch a general eflufion

of blood, propofed to decide the future fate of the country by a combat of feleft war-

riors. The Scots being elated by their former fuccefs, and the Manks fired with that

enthufiafm which the love of liberty ever infpires, both parties eagerly aflented. I'hiity

heroes were felefted from each nation : a vale was appointed for the lifl:s ; and on the

oppofite mountains were ranged the two nations, anxious fpedators of the valour of

the combatants. The engagement commenced about three hours before noon ; and
with various fuccefs continued till funfet, when the lafl; of the Manks warriors fell.

Aftonifliing feats of heroifm were difplayed on each fide : the Scots obtained the victory
;

but their Thane was preflTed to death by the multitude, and 25 of their combatants were

flain \.

The natives thus finding every efl"ort to reflore their ancient government frufl:rated,

reluftantly bowed their necks to the rigorous yoke of the Scottifli monarch. The pru-

dence andgenerofity of Maurice Okerfair §, and the mildnefsof his fucceflfor, for a few

• To fecure by policy, what he Had obtained by conqueft, Alexander engaged to give Magnns, then

King of Norway, 4000 marks for renouncing ;)11 title to the dominion of the ifles; btlidcs a fnm of loo
inarku to be paid annually, by himftU and his fiicctllbrs for ever, in the church of St. Magnus in the
Orkneys.

f According to fome traditions, Ivar, favoured by the widow of Magnus, alTumed the government of

Man ; and after oppofing with great heroifm the Scottifh invafion, fell with 537 gallant warriors, who
fcormd to furvive the liberty of their country.

X From this combat probably arofe an ancient law in this ifland, for deciding controverfies by prowefs

;

which was prudently aboiiflicd in l^2g.

iS
He attempted to extinguifh the animofities of the two nations, by commanding 30 intermarriages to be

celebrated ia one day.

5 N 2 years
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years mitigated their opprefTion : but the manks were foon again fubje£tecl to the con •

troul of mafters lefs politic and merciful, under the rod of whole power their fulFerings

increafed. With regret they looked back to the warlike dignity of their hereditary

kings ; and now highly prized even the fmall portion of freedom they fometimes en-

joyed under them. Remembrance of pall happinefs heightened their prefent wretch-

ednefs. The martial genius which had animated them to repel the invader at home, or at-

chieve conquefts abroad, was no longer terrible. The virtues of the people gradually

degenerated ; till at length, by the tyranny of their new conquerors, the Manks nation

funk into a race of fullen and indolent Haves *.

The Scottifli monarchy preferved her conquefl: of the Hebrides ; but the ifle of Man
was, after various contefls, finally wrefled from her by the Englifh arms. Sir William

Montacute, an affable and generous hero, who had married a defcendant of Godred

Crovan, being furnifhed, by Edward the Third, with an army and navy to profecute his

lady's right, foon reduced the ifland ; and, by comnand of the Englifli monarch, in

1344, was crowned King of Man. But Montacute did not long retain this honour:

his pecuniary exigencies compelling him to mortgage his kingdom to Anthony Beck,

Bifliop of Durham ; a fubtle and avaricious bigot, who foon after obtained a grant of

the ifland from Richard the fecond. On this prelate's deceafe, the kingdom of Man re-

turned to Montacute, now created Earl of Salifbury ; who foon after fold it to Sir

William Scroop, chamberlain to the King. Scroop was an artful fycophant of Richard

the fecond ; and to gratify his own avarice and ambition, deluded his fovereign into

thofe errors, which foon terminated in the ruin of both f. Richard's fate is well known.

Scroop, on Henry's affumption of the crown of England, vi'as beheaded; and the Ifle

of Man was then granted by that monarch to Percy, Earl of Northumberland, and his

heirs ; on condition that they fliould carry on their left fhoulder, at the coronation of

the Englifli raonarchs, the fword with which Henry was girt when he entered England.

To the power and influence of Percy, Henry was confiderably indebted for the crown

he had affumed. His fervices merited the gratitude of the King : but the honours he

obtained, being either inferior to his merit or ambition, he boldly attempted to fliake the

throne, which he had fo zealoufly contributed to efliablifli. The vigilance and policy

of Henry fruflirated his perfidy : while the juft refentment of the monarch deprived him

of this ample domain.

The Ifle of Man was then, in the fixth year of the fame reign, conferred on

SIR JOHN STANLEY
for life : and foon afterwards, (A. D. 1 406,) he enjoyed a new and ample grant J,

which extended to his heirs and fuccefl'ors ;
" to be held of the crown of England by

liege homage, and the fervice of rendering to the Englifli monarch, two falcons on their

coronation."

By this liberality of Henry the fourth, Sir John Stanley and his defcendants obtained

a plenitude of regal power and dignity. Nor was this ccra inaufpicious to the Manks

* This degeneracy is not peculiar to the Manks nation. When the divine flame of h'berty enlightened

and animated Greece, her fons were accounted beings of a fupeiior rank to the rctl of mankind : bnt when

the fun of freedom vifittd other climes, fcience, genius, and virtue expired in that country ; and the de-

fcendants of thole ^reat men funk into the moll abjcft flavery. Even at this day, they are only diftinguilhed

from tlie hordes of (laves who furround the Tnrkifh throne, by a bafer fervility.

\ Foroppofing the defpotic meafures of Richard the fecond, the Earl of Warwick was condemned to

perpetual imptifonment in this ifland.

X This grant contained the royalties and manerial rights of the ifle, as amply as any former lord had en-

joyed them ; with the patronage of the bifhoprick, and the advowfon of all other ecclefiaftical benefices.

1 1 nation.
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nation. It docs not prefcnt a gloomy piiEturc of the turbulence of heroes, or the devaf-

tation of conquerors ; but a record ot the people, limiting the prerogative of their

kings ; combating the defpotifm of their governors ; and ellablifhing a form of legifla-

tion, which, notwithllanding its imperkctions, is to this day revered as the facrcd confli-

tution of the country.

Chap. V.

—

A Review of the Matiks Hi/lory,from the Acccjpon of the Hoiife of Stanley to

the Re-vcjlment of the Royalty of the IJlc in the Britlfh Croivn.

BEFORE I proceed to enumerate the princes of the Stanley line, it may not be im-

proper to obferve, that their perfonal hillory, except in a few inltances, is unconneLled
with the public tranfadions of the ifland. Being fubjecls of England, they generally

refided in that country ; and fo long as their lieutenants remitted the revenues of the

kingdom, they fupinely acquiefced in their adminiftration. For more than three cen-

turies this family enjoyed the regal government of Man
;

yet in fo long a period few
of them poifefTed the ambition or generofity to vifit their fubjefts : and when they con-

ferred this honour, either their interefts in. the ifland were threatened, or their perfonal

fafety in England endangered.

Sir John Stanley, on whom the munificence of Henry the fourth had conferred the

royalty of this ifland, died in 1414 ; and was fucceded by his fon,

SIR JOHN STANLEY.
a man of politic and penetrating genius. During the reign of his predeceflTor, the ifland

paid him homage as heir-apparent; and after his father's deceafe, the anarchy of the

the ftate, and the difconlents of his new fubjects, again forced him to vifit his kingdom.
Previous to this period, the laws of the ifland refided in the breafl:s of their Deemlters.

Under the pretext of witnefling the promulgation of thefe, but with the real defign of
aflTerting his prerogative, and intimidating the vulgar by a difplay of majefliy, he con-

vened, in 1417, the whole body of the people at the Tynwald *. As King of Man
he was invefl:ed with the infignia of royalty. The diadem flamed on his brow ; and
the regal mantle flowed in all its fplendour. On the fummit of the mount was placed a
chair offliatc, canopied with crimfon velvet, and richly embroidered with gold. In this'

chair he was enthroned ; his face fronting the call, and a fword in his hand pointed to-

wards Heaven. His Dccmfl;crs fate before him ; and on the highefl circle his Barons
and beneficed men : on the middle circle were feated the twenty- four Keys, then fliled

" the worthiefl: men in the land ;" and on the lowefl circle the Knights, Efquires, and
Yeomen ; while the commons flood without the circuit of the hill, with three clerks in

their furpliccs. The hill was guarded f by the coroners and raoars, armed with their

fwords and axes ; and a proclamation was iflfued, by the coroner of Glanfaba, denounc-
ing thofe, who fliould in the time of Tynwald murmur in the King's prefence. Ac-
cordingly, the people waited with an awful filence the future fate of their nation, in the

promulgation of thofe laws which had for fo many ages been induftrioufly concealed

from them. The venerable Deemfliers then rifing, with an audible voice, alternately

publiflied to this afiembly feveral laws; which, though more an aflTerrion of the King's

prerogative, than a declaration of the rights of his fubjects, were received by the people
with reiterated acclamations.

Having thus, as he fondly imagined, eflabliflied his prerogative on a permanent bafis,

he returned to England : and the people no longer dazzled, or intimidated by the

• See Cliap. XI. of the Tour.

•f-
Tynwald is derivtd from the Danifh words Ting, a Court of Jtiftice ; and Wald^ ftnccd.

fplendour
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fplendour of royalty, revolted againfl the laws they had fo recently accepted. Their

turbulence once more compelled him to vifit his kingdom. On his arrival, another

convention was fummoned in 1422 at the Tynwaldj and in the fame year a third affem-

bly of the people was appointed at Caftle-Ruflien. The laws which were then framed,

by a bolder aflertion and extenfion of prerogative, feemed folely intended to awe the na-

tion into greater fubjcQion. Thefe he commanded to be recorded ; and flattering him-

felf that he had now fubdued, what he deemed, tlie prefumption of the people, again

hailcned to England.

Amonrr other acts it was in the lafl: aflembly decreed, that the eleftion of the twenty-

four Keys, or reprefentatives of the nation, was folely dependant on the " will and

pleafure" of the king. But this being deemed an encroachment on the ancient conftitu-

tion of the country, raifed fuch difcontent and commotion, that Henry Byron, Lieu-

tenant of the ifle, judged it prudent to fummon, in 1430, a fourth convention at the

Tynwald. On this memorable occafion, thirty-fix freeholders, who had been pre-

vioufly elefted by the people, were by the nation prefented to the governor : and fron\

this number he felefted twenty-four ; being four men from every fheading or hundred

of the ifland. Sir John Stanley was then in England, but he foon afterwards confirmed

this reftoration of the houfe of Keys to their ancient independence.

He died about the year 1441, and was fucceeded by his fon,

THOMAS
J

'

whom Henry the fixth created baron Stanley. He died in 1460 : and his fon and

fucceflbr,

THOMAS,

received an Increafe to the honours of his family ; being created Earl of Derby by

Henry the feventh. On his deceafe, in 1 504, his grandfon,

THOMAS,

fucceeded to all his hereditary honours : he was the fecond Earl of Derby, and of the

Stanley line, the fifth King of Man. However, to fhelter himfelf from the jealous am-

bition of Henry the Eighth, he refigned the regal title : and though his fucceffors imi-

tated his policy, they enjoyed, as lords of the ifle, all the power and dignity of princes.

Thomas, dying in 1521, was fucceeded by his fon,

EDWARD

;

in whofe reign the biflioprick of Sodor and Man, formerly united to the Province of

Canterbury, was rendered fubjed to the metropolitical jurifdidion of York. His fon

and fucceflbr,

henry,
vifited the ifland about the year 1592 ; and having there calmed fome commotions of

his fubjecls, he returned to England where he foon afterwards died.

His eldeft fon,

FERDINAND,

did not long enjoy the wealth and honours he inherited from his father j being poifoned,

in 1594, by oneof his domeflics.

WILMAM,
the younger brother, being abroad when he died, his right to inherit the ifland was dif-

puted by Ferdinand's daughters ; and during the tedious conteft that enfued, the go-

vernment of Man was committed, by Queen Elizabeth, to Sir Thomas Gerard. At

length the right of inheritance being decided, by the coinmon law of England, in favour

of the heirs general ; William judged it prudent, by a pecuniary compenfation, to fatisfy

their demands. Having accompliflied this, he foon after obtained from James the firit

J 2
a new



Robertson's review or the manks history. 831

a new grant of the Ifle of Man ; cxprclTctl in terms equally liberal with that whicli Ilonry

the fourth had conferred on his ancedors ; and this ample grant he had the policy and

hiterefl to have confirmed, to him and his heirs, by an aft of parliament. However,

on the death of his lady, he refigned all his poflelHon to his fon, James ; referring only

an annual competency, with which he retired to a pleafant villa on the banks of the

Dee ; where he paifed the evening ot his age in thofe tranquil enjoyments, which a

contemplative mind (particularly in the decline of lite) is ever difpofed to derive from

folitude.

He died in 1642, and was fuccccded by

JAMES,

the feventh Earl of Derby, and of the Stanley family the tenth Lord of Man. This no-

bleman diflinguilhed himfelt by an enthufialtic ardour to fupport Charles the firft; when
that weak and mifguided Prince attempted, with the arm of prerogative, to deflroy the

facred rights of mankind. Like liis fovereign, the Earl of Derby fell a facrificc to the

juilrefentment of the people. But the recital of his valour and fufferings, the mag-
nanimity of his lady *, and the negleft and ingratitude! his family experienced from

Charles the fecond, I fliall leave to the Engliili hiltorian ; and confine myfclf to

fuch tranfactions of this nobleman, as are more intimately connected with my prefent

fubjed.

In 1643 he was commanded by Charles the firft to retire to the Ifle of Man ; not

only for its defence, but alfo, that by his prefence he might check the fpirit of liberty,

which had animated his fubjeds to refift the rigour of their lieutenants, and the more
odious oppreflion of their clergy. The difcontents of the nation were however fo vio-

lent, that he judged it prudent to convene the twenty-four Keys, and fixty-eight
|
paro-

chial reprefentatives. From each body he felefted twelve men, whom he appointed to

invefligate, and prefent all fuch abufes as had been committed againft the laws of the

land and the public weal. This aflembly difcbarged with fidelity the duty they owed to

their conflituents and to poflerity : for, ftveral abufes (chiefly clerical) were prefented,

and immediately aboliflied. And as the people formerly combated with fuccefs the en-

croachments of prerogative, they now triumphed over the pride and avarice of their

fpiritual oppreflbrs §.

Having thus eftablifhed tranquillity among his fubjefts, he haftened from Man, to

fupport his lady, who was then gallantly defending Latham-houfe againfl: a detachment

of the parliamentary forces, under the command of General Fairfax. But foon after,

through the jealoufy of fome potent courtiers, he was again compelled to vifit the

ifland. The mortifications he thus fuffered from the fycophants of a weak prince, to

whom he was zealoully devoted, were mitigated by the prefence of his lady and family,

who on this occafion accompanied him. During his refidence here. General Ircton

propofed to him the re-pofieflion of his eflates in England, on condition of furrendering

* Charlotte, daughter of Claude, Duke de la Tremouille.

f Though he ftrenuoufly adheicd to Charles the fecond, that prodigal prince rcfufed his afTent tea Bill,

pafled unanimoully by both houfcs of parliament, for leftoring to the family fuch part of the eilatts in Eng-
land as had been loft by their loyalty to him and his lather ! A memorable inftance of the gratitude of princes

!

% There are feventeen parilhes in the itland : accordingly, four reprcfentativts for every parifh were

fummoned on this occafion. This fclcftion from the Keys and parochial reprefentatives did not affecl the

conllitulion of the country. They had not power to abrogate or frame laws, but only to prefent and iii-

veftigate abufes : which being chieily clerical, the friends of a reform prudently judged, thjt the amplell

fupport was neceffary to eradicate thole eviln the church had authorized.

§ Though the errors of popery in this illand yielded to the reformed principles, foon after their eda-

blifhmcnt in England
;
yet, till 16^3, the clergy retained an ample portion of intokiant power,

the
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the ifle of Man to the parliament : but this propofal the Earl of Derby treated with the

hin-heft indignation. His anfwcr is preferved in Hume's hiftory ; and is more diftin-

guiflied by enthufiafin and arrogance, than calm magnanimity.

After the death of Charles the firft, the Earl of Derby, being invited to England by

the young Prince returned with three hundred foldiers of birth and fortune, leaving his

lady and part of his family in the ifland. He was prefent at the battle of Worcefter,

from the dangers of which he aflifted Charles the fecond to efcape: but on returning

into Lancafliire was taken prifoner ; and on the 15th October 1651, fuffcred at Bolton,

for his enthufiaftic attachment to principles, that will ever prove equally hoftile to the

dignity of the prince, and the happinefs of the people.

His ladywas then in the ifle of Man, and on being informed of the decollation of herhuf-

band,flie retired intoCaftle-Ruflien, determined to defend that fortrefs to the lafl; extremi-

ty. From the execution of this heroic purpofe flie was hovi^ever prevented by the prudence

of Captain Chriftian, in whom Ihe chiefly confided. Being a native of the ifle, he was

attached to its welfare ; and to favehis countrymen from the miferies of war, capitulated

to colonels Birch and Duckenfield, who with ten armed veflels had invaded the ifland
;

but on whofe arrival, the whole country fubmitted to the government of the republic.

By this event the Countefs of Derby was detained a prifoner till the reftoration
;

yet

during her captivity was honoured with all the deference and refpeft due to her heroifm

and virtues. On her liberation fhe retired to Knowfley, where the odious negleft and

ingratitude of Charles the fecond embittered her life, and haftened her diffolution *.

Soon after itsreduftion in 1652, the ifle of Man was granted to

LORD FAIRFAX,

in a manner more honourable than any former pofl!efl"or had obtained it. It was con-

ferred upon him, not by the folly or prodigality of princes, but by the jufl:ice of Parlia-

ment, for his gallant and generous exertions in the caufe of mankind.

On the acceflion of Charles the fecond to that throne, which his father had loft by

his pufiUanimity and defpotifm, the ifle of Man, with all its regahties and privileges^ was

reftored to the Derby family.

CHARLES,

the fon of the nobleman who fuffered at Bolton, was the firft Lord of Man after the

reflioration. He died in 1672, and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon,

WILLIAM :

en whofe deceafe in 1 702 ; the younger fon,

JAMES,

inherited the honours and eftates of the family ; being the tenth Earl of Derby, and of

the Stanley line the thirteenth Lord of Man.
Notwithftanding the late ftrugglcs of the Manks for civil Hbcrty, the tenures of many

of their lands were fo intricate and precarious, as to injure the people, without increafing

the revenue of the lord. Accordingly, James, in 1703, by an act of Tynwald, (com-

monly ftiled the Ad of Settlement) afcertaincd and confirmed thefe poflfeflions : and by

this policy, or generofity, confiderably promoted the peace and profpcrity of his fub-

jecls. He died in 1735, without ilTue ; and this ample inheritance of the ifle of Man
devolved on

JAMES,

the fecond Duke of Athol ; who was defcended from Lady Amelia Sophia f, the younger

daughter of the feventh Earl of Derby.

• See Chap. IX. of the Tour.

f She married John, Marquis of Athol, giandfather of James.

Duriiicr
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During his poflefiion of the illand, its real interefts were cither m flaken or neglefled.

Agricultural induftry yielded to a fpirit of illicit enterprize *, which, though it enriched

a few individuals, inipoveriflied the community. This commerce was in open violation

of the laws of the ifland ; was deftrudlive of the profperity of the people , and injurious

to the interefts of the neighbouring kingdoms : however, as it confiderably increafed

his infular revenue, the Duke of Athol pofleffed not the magnanimity to attempt its

abolition.

This fraudulent trade in 172S had engaged the attention of the Britifli legiflature;

and an aft was then pafTed, authorizing the Earl of Derby, for a pecuniary compenfa-

tion, to rcfign his royalties. Under the government of the Duke of Athol, this clan-

deftine commerce was profecuted with fuch increafing avidity, as to demand the imme-
diate intorpofition of the fuperior power. Confcquently, feveral propofals were made to

him, for rc-vefling the royalty of the ifle in the crown of Britain : but, without

Iceming to rejed thefe, James, ty various procraftinations, politicly evaded their ac-

ceptance.

He died in 17C4 j and his nephew and fucceflbr,

_
JOHNt,

being a weak prince, was partly intimidated, and partly allured to refign (for feventy

thouland pounds J) the kingdom of his ancefcors. Accordingly, on the 7th of March
1765, the regal dignity of Mona was for ever loft in the fuperior effulgence of the

Britifh diadem. But though this change affedted her ancient fplendour and temporary

interefts, it foon increafed and confirmed her happinefs §: So that now from the bounty
of Heaven, and the eftablifhment of the Britifh government, the Ifland enjoys a pleni-

tude of bleffmgs
|J.

• See Chap XVI. of the Tour.—To render the hiftorical account more perfedl, a few repetitions have
been inferted from the topographical department.

f By his defcent, he inherited the dukedom of Athol ; and by his marriage with the daughter of the

late duke, be obtained the kingdom of Man. His elded fon now poffefTes the former honour ;— the latter

is for ever loft to that family.

J An annuity of 2000I. was afterwards obtained forthe lives of himfelf and his duchefs.

<) Since 1765, the population of the ifle of Man has confiderably increafed : it now amounts to 30,000
inhabitints. The ifland extends from north to fouth upwards of 30 miles—)but rarely exceeds 12 miles i«

breadth.

11 Some concluding obfervations are omitted as of a local nature.
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