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Mt Hood A symbol of the Pacific Northwest’s grandeur (Trip 16)
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WELCOME TO

THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST

What'’s the Pacific Northwest got that other
regions don’t? Plenty. Start with hundreds
of miles of coastline and throw in a stunning

natural landscape: thousands of years of
geological events have dramatically shaped
this region, leaving behind snow-capped
mountain ranges, rocky islands, hundreds
of waterfalls, natural hot springs and one
particularly lovely gorge.

Because almost every drive in the Pacific
Northwest is a scenic one, there’s no better
way to see it than by road trip. We've put
together 33 of the very best routes and
listed all the great stops along the way, from
historical sites to natural wonders to roadside
attractions.

You can cruise along the coast, explore
volcanic remnants, sample regional wines, or
even travel in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark.
And if you've only got time for one trip, make
it one of our nine Classic Trips, which take you
to the very best of the Pacific Northwest. Turn
the page for more.

>




THE PACIFIC
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WHAT IS A CLASSIC TRIP?

All the trips in this book show you the best of the Pacific Northwest, but we’ve chosen
nine as our all-time favorites. These are our Classic Trips — the ones that lead you to the
best of the iconic sights, the top activities and the unique Pacific Northwest experiences.
Turn the page to see the map, and look for the Classic Trip stamp throughout the book.

u Cascade Drive North
Cascades National Park
offers challenging hikes with
rewarding views.

© 30018 YISV

a Sea to Sky Highway
Travel between forested
mountainsides and the
misty, island-studded ocean.

Q Up the Inside Passage
Humpback whales and

stunning scenery make for
an unforgettable ferry ride.
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The Pacific Northwest’s best
sights and experiences, and the
road trips that will take you there.

THE PACIFIC

NORTHWEST'S
HIGHLIGHTS

Coastal
Highways

Cruising along the
stunning Pacific Coast is an
unforgettable experience.
Lofty headlands reach

out to the ocean, offering
spectacular views, while
steep mountains of rock jut
offshore like giant sentinels.
Stroll beaches, explore tide
pools, watch for whales and
eat your fill of fresh seafood
on Trip 13: Highway 101
Oregon Coast, or get a taste
of maritime history on

Trip 3: Graveyard of the
Pacific Tour.

ries 21 )

12
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Coastal Highways Highway 101 winds past Cape Sebastian (Trip 13)
13
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HIGHLIGHTS

*

Back Roads & Byways Mt Hood rises in the distance

The Cascade
Mountains

The Cascades stretch
from British Columbia
to California, and you
don’t have to leave the
cities to enjoy them:
snow-capped peaks make
natural backdrops to the
urban bustle in Seattle,
Portland and Vancouver.
Want to get closer?
Explore the northern
Cascades on Trip 6:
Cascade Drive and the
Oregon Cascades on Trip
21: Oregon Cascades
Scenic Byways.

ries [ B

John Day
Fossil Beds

Within the soft rocks
and crumbly soils of
eastern Oregon’s John
Day region lies one of
the world’s greatest fossil
collections. Over 2200
plant and animal species
dating back millions of

years have been identified

at the John Day Fossil
Beds, and the amazing
rock formations make

Trip 17: Journey Through

Time Scenic Byway
particularly memorable.

TRIP

Back Roads &
Byways

Ditching the interstate is
richly rewarded around
these parts. Experience
one of the West Coast’s
most spectacular coastal
back roads on Trip 5:
Chuckanut Drive &
Whidbey Island. Get lost
in a maze of forests, lakes
and hot springs in Trip
21: Oregon Cascades
Scenic Byways. Or go
back in time with the
amazing Trip 17: Journey
Through Time Scenic
Byway.

ries [ 1 B9
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Willamette Wineries View over a vineyard

BEST ROADSIDE FUN

Oregon Vortex Defy physics at a classic
roadside attraction. Trips @ a

Prehistoric Gardens Where the dinosaurs are
more fun than ferocious. Trip ﬂ

Stonehenge Washington's answer to the UK
monument. Trips ﬂ

The Glass House A quirky house made of
embalming fluid bottles. Trip n

Marsh’s Free Museum Right across from the
World's Largest Frying Pan. Trip u

Willamette
Wineries

Pinot Noir lovers unite!
It’s Oregon’s most
famous grape, finicky

as a superstar and the
foundation for some
exceptional wine. Cruise
around the towns of
Newberg, Dundee

and McMinnville and
sample the local favorite,
along with chardonnay,
Riesling and Pinot Gris.
Bring a designated driver
and hit all the high points
on Trip 15: Willamette
Valley Wine Tour.

TRIP

15



HIGHLIGHTS

*

Volcanoes & Craters Hikers admire Crater Lake (Trip 23)

16



AWL IMAGES / AURORA PHOTOS ©

Volcanoes &
Craters

Volcanoes have a way of
wreaking havoc upon the
landscape, but give them an
eon or two to settle down
and you get some gorgeous
results. The eruption of Mt
Mazama left behind the
unique geological gift of
Crater Lake, which you’ll
see on Trip 23: Crater

Lake Circuit, or you can
witness more recent volcanic
aftermath on Trip 8: Mt St
Helens Volcano Trail.

Tries [ B9

BEST HOT
SPRINGS

Terwilliger Hot Springs
A popular place at Cougar
Reservoir. Trips B m

Breitenbush Lovely,
developed springs with on-site
accommodations. Trip a

Bonneville A luxurious spa
complex on the Lewis & Clark

Trail. Trips [ G

Umpqua An unbeatable
location, perched on a cliff
above the Umpqua River.

Trip ﬂ

Belknap A resort built around
two giant pools. Trip

17
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HIGHLIGHTS

*

Columbia River Gorge Spectacular cascades tumble over mossy cliffs

18



Olympic National Park Deer frolic in a lush meadow

Columbia
River Gorge

Carved out by the
mighty Columbia as the
Cascades uplifted, the
Columbia River Gorge

is a geological marvel.
With Washington state
on its north and Oregon
to its south, the gorge
provides both states with
dramatic views, countless
waterfalls and great
hikes. Take your time
following the gorge on
Trip 16: Columbia River
Gorge & Mt Hood.

e 3

Olympic
National Park

Within this park you can
hike through old-growth
forests, waltz through
flower-filled meadows,
swim in pure mountain
lakes or try to summit

Mt Olympus. You can
even go trout fishing,
beachcombing, hot-spring
soaking and skiing. Learn
about some of the park’s
best features, including
the intensely green Hoh
Rainforest, on Trip 2:
Olympic Peninsula Loop.

TRIP [

ERWIN & PEGGY BAUER / CORBIS ©

Waterfalls

Tiered falls, plunging
falls, curtain falls,
ribbon falls - hundreds
of waterfalls in the
Pacific Northwest give
you ample opportunity
to witness firsthand all
the variations in the
waterfall vernacular.
You'll find abundant
waterfall-peeping
opportunities on Trip 16:
Columbia River Gorge
& Mt Hood, and you can
even hit 10 falls within
one state park on Trip
20: To Bend & Back.

ries [ B B
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HIGHLIGHTS

*

The Inside Passage

Park your car on a ferry and let

the captain do the driving on this
epic journey that takes you along
the Canadian coast and all the way
up to Alaska - further both north
and west than anywhere else in the
Pacific Northwest. Wildlife, scenery,
lighthouses and quiet fishing towns

line the way along spectacular Trip 32:

Up the Inside Passage.

TRIP 3

Microbreweries

Love beer? Welcome to paradise. The
Pacific Northwest has some of the best
microbrews in the world and plenty of
them. In fact, Portland (aka ‘Beervana’)
holds the distinguished record of
‘most microbreweries of any city in the
world.” Almost any city worth its malt
has multiple brews to sample; head out
to Bend and check out their nine local
microbreweries in Trip 20: To Bend &
Back.

Trips B B3
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Left: The Inside Passage Mendenhall Glacier

Below: Island Exploration Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve (Trip 31)

Island Exploration

Hundreds of islands litter the Pacific
Northwest coastline, ranging from
uninhabited to barely inhabited, and
you’ll feel like you’ve left the world
behind the moment you drive onto the
ferry. Go off the grid on Trip 4: San
Juan Islands Scenic Byway, or make
your escape with Trip 31: Haida Gwaii
Adventure or Trip 32: Up the Inside
Passage.

ies B I B) B3
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BEST SKIING

Whistler Follow in the ski tracks of the
2010 Winter Olympians. Trip a

Methow Valley A cross-country skier's
paradise with over 125 miles of groomed
trails. Trip G

Crystal Mountain Washington's largest
skiresort, with more than 50 named runs.

Trip

Mt Hood You can ski here every month of
the year. Trip B

21



History

History buffs can follow

in the footsteps of Native
Americans, explorers,
pioneer families and gold
rush prospectors, and the
area’s maritime history

is reflected all along the
Pacific Coast. Too recent?
Explore fossil beds that
date back millions of years.

u Graveyard of the
Pacific Tour Lighthouses,
nautical museums and
shipwrecks illuminate
maritime history.

E On the Trail of
Lewis & Clark Follow the
trail of America’s greatest
explorers.

Journey Through
Time Scenic Byway Dig
deep into Oregon history
with fossil beds, ghost towns
and more.

a Vancouver & the
Fraser Valley East of
Vancouver, learn more about
British Columbia’s pioneer
past.

22

The Great
Outdoors

It’s no wonder the Pacific
Northwest attracts so many
outdoorsy types. The Great
Outdoors is what the area
is all about, whether you're
trekking through forests,
finding remote hot springs,
or biking down the coast.

a Olympic Peninsula
Loop From beaches to
mountains, explore the
treasures of the Olympic
Peninsula.

u San Juan Islands
Scenic Byway Whale-
watching, kayaking and
biking are the main
attractions in these islands
off Washington's coast.

a Columbia River
Gorge & Mt Hood This area
reveals some of Oregon's
most dramatic work.

a Oregon Cascades
Scenic Byways Waterfalls,
hot springs and lakes break
up the almost nonstop
greenery.

Alert Bay Totem poles in the wilderness (Trip 29)

Food & Drink

The Pacific Northwest leads
the continent in locally
grown, sustainable and
organic products. And since
great wine demands great
food, you can get your fill
of both in the wine regions
of Oregon, Washington and
British Columbia, where
tasting things has been
raised to an art form.

B chuckanut Drive &
Whidbey Island Nosh your
way from cheese shops to
oyster farms and farm-to-
plate restaurants.

u Washington Wine
Tour Columbia Valley's
laid-back wine country
is emerging as a major
winemaking destination.

B Willamette Valley
Wine Tour Oregon’s wine
country showcases some of
the area’s best food and wine.

a Okanagan Valley
Wine Tour Explore
Canada's hill-lined, lakeside
wine region.

© 18400 / SOLOHd YAVNYD T1V / AIOV1E 3AVD
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Olympic National Park Trek through forests for superb views (Trip 2)

Family Travel

From aquariums full of
sea life to cowboys riding
bucking broncos, the
Pacific Northwest will
spark a child’s imagination.
Whether you head to the
coast, the mountains or
farmland, you’ll be greeted
with kindness by locals
who know how to treat
families right.

n Mountains to Sound
Greenway Waterfalls,
aquariums and interesting
museums make this trip fun
for everyone.

E Highway 101 Oregon
Coast Enjoy tide pools,
ocean surf and lots of small-
town stops along the way.

a Essential 1-5 This trip
packs in the fun, with stops
that range from roadside
attractions to light history
moments.

B Sea to Sky Highway
The Britannia Mining
Museum is a hit with road-
weary kids.

Off the Beaten
Track

No one does remote like the
Pacific Northwest. It’s easy
to lose yourself out here,
with undeveloped land
masses that stretch on and
on, from the unpopulated
eastern regions of
Washington and Oregon, to
the vast expanses of British
Columbia that stretch into
Alaska.

u International Selkirk
Loop Find the forgotten
corners of Washington,
Idaho and British Columbia.

a Hells Canyon Scenic
Byway Few roads access
the canyons in this remote
corner of Oregon.

a Up the Inside
Passage How far are you
willing to go to escape
crowds? Alaska? Good.

a Vancouver Island’s

Remote North Head north
from Vancouver to see the

less-well-known side of the
island.

Mountains

One of the benefits of
being in a geological area
known for earthquakes
and volcanoes is the
unique landscape they
leave behind. Snow-
capped ranges dominate
the landscape, providing
scenic backdrops and
abundant recreational
opportunities - from
skiing to hiking to
searching for Bigfoot.

u Cascade Drive This
altitudinous route through
the northern Cascades is
alive with rugged beauty.

Mt Rainier Scenic
Byways At 14,411ft, volcanic
Mt Rainier is the highest
peak in the Cascades.

u Mt St Helens
Volcano Trail See the
destruction left behind after
its 1980 eruption.

a Circling the Rockies
Get a taste of national
parks, hot springs, and the
Canadian Rockies.

23



NEED
KNOW

CELL PHONES

The only foreign phones that
work in North America are
GSM multiband models. SIM
cards are relatively easy to
obtain in both countries.

INTERNET ACCESS

Wi-fi is available in most
lodgings and cafes; some
larger hotels add $10 to $20
for access. Internet cafes
charge $4 to $10 per hour.

FUEL

Gas stations are easy to
find, except in national parks
and some mountain areas.
Expect to pay $3.50 to
$4.50 per gallon.

RENTAL

Budget ((/)800-527-0700;
www.budget.com)
Enterprise ((//800-261-
7331; www.enterprise.com)
Hertz ([//800-654-3131;
www.hertz.com)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
American Automobile
Association (AAA; [./)800-
444-8091)

Canadian Automobile
Association (CAA; [//604-
268-5500)

Emergencies ([)911)
US travel info (()511)

24

Climate

\ .

Vancouver
GO Jun-Sep
Victoria
GO Jun-Sepe Seattle
- Desert, dry climate
Warm to hot summers, Portland
mild winters GO Jun-Sep
Mild to hot summers, ° o>
cold winters
.
Oreﬁon Coast
GO Jun-Sep
When to Go

High Season (Jun—Sep)

» Sunny, warm days throughout the region.

) More crowds and higher prices for accommodations
and sights.

) For ski resorts, busiest times are December to March.

Shoulder Season (Apr—May & Oct)

) Crowds and prices drop off.

» Temperatures remain mild, although there can still be snow
at high altitudes.

) Services are more limited, but there's less competition
for them.

) Some roads are closed at this time of year.

Low Season (Nov—Mar)
) Colder days, less sunlight, more rain.

) Some services may close along the coast, and high passes
can be blocked by snow.

) Indoor activities such as theater and music are at their best.



Daily Costs
Budget: Less than $100
) Cheap motel room: $50-$75

) Fast-food or food-truck meal:
$5-$10

» Museums: $0 on free-
admission days

Midrange: $100-$175
) Hotel room with bath: $100

» Meal in a good restaurant:
$15-$20 plus wine

» Museum admission: $10-$20

Top End: More than $175
» Upscale hotel room: $150

) Fine-dining meal: $25 and up,
plus wine

) Theater performances and
major attractions: $50-$100

Eating

Food trucks Cheap, creative
and often delicious.

Cafes Pick up a pastry with
your morning coffee.

Roadside diners Cheap and
simple.

Restaurants All price ranges

and cuisine types are represented.

Vegetarians Most restaurants
offer vegetarian options.

Eating price indicators represent
the cost of a main dish:

$ lessthan $10
$$  $10-$20
$$$  more than $20

Sleeping
Hostels Budget options let you
share a room on the cheap.

Motels Cheaper than hotels
and ubiquitous along highways.

B&Bs Personal service, often
in former homes, breakfast
included.

Hotels The higher the rate, the
more amenities.

Sleeping price indicators
represent the cost of a double
room with private bathroom:

$  less than $100
$$ $100-$175
$$$  more than $175

Arriving in the

Pacific Northwest
Sea-Tac Airport (Seattle)
Rental Cars Reserve online
and pick up at the airport.

Link Light Rail Connects to
downtown Seattle in 30 minutes;
adult/child $3/1.25.

Bus Metro buses stop outside
baggage carousel 5; $2.75/1.25.

Shuttle Frequent services from
$11 one way.

Taxi $35; about 25 minutes to
downtown.

Portland
International Airport

Rental Cars Reserve online
and pick up at the airport.

Max Light Rail Connects
to downtown Portland in 40
minutes; $2.40/1.50.

Shuttle Frequent services from
$14 one way.

Taxis $30; around 20 minutes
to downtown.
Vancouver

International Airport

Rental Cars Reserve online
and pick up at the airport.

SkyTrain Connects to
downtown Vancouver in 25
minutes; from CAN$7.50/6.75.
Taxi CAN$35; around 30
minutes to downtown.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit

cards accepted at most hotels,
restaurants and shops.

Tipping

15% to 20% of restaurant bill;
10% to 15% for taxis; $1 per
drink or 15% for bartenders; $1
to $2 per bag for valets; $1 to $2
daily for housekeeping.

Opening Hours

High season hours:
Restaurants ()7-11am
breakfast, 11:30am-2:30pm
lunch, 5-10pm dinner

Shops )9am or 10am-5pm
or 6pm (malls 9pm) Monday to
Saturday, noon-5pm Sunday
Supermarkets 24 hours in
large cities

Useful Websites

Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/usa/pacific
-northwest)

Oregon Tourism
Commission (www.
traveloregon.com)

Tourism British Columbia
(www.hellobc.com)

Washington State Tourism
(www.experiencewa.com)

For more, see the Pacific
Northwest Driving Guide

(p350).




SEATTLE

Lively, progressive and endlessly green, Seattle is Washington state’s largest city. Rainy
days are a great time to wander historic Pike Place Market, take the Seattle Underground
Tour or visit Seattle’s most rocking museum, the Experience Music Project. When the
sun comes out, head for the Olympic Sculpture Park or take our walking tour (p138).

Getting Around Parking

All Seattle taxicabs operate at the same Downtown parking is scarce and
rate, currently $2.50 at meter drop, then expensive, and some hotels charge a
$2.50 per mile. Metro Transit buses (fares premium overnight, so check before

$2 to $2.75). Traffic can be messy, but booking. Metered parking goes from 8am
freeway high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) to 6pm and extends until 8pm in popular
lanes make it easier for two or more areas; Sundays are free if you can find
people. a spot.
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Seattle City skyline

Where to Eat Useful Websites
Some of Seattle’s favorite restaurants are  Visit Seattle (www.isitseattle.org) Official site
tucked into Pike Place Market, where of the Convention and Visitors Bureau.

you can also forage for top-notch picnic
fixings. The historic core of the city,
Pioneer Square, has a surprising number

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/
seattle) Travel tips, accommodations and travelers’

. . . forum.
of budget-friendly dining options, and
the International District has amazing
Asi isine. .
Sl CHIsie Trips Through Seattle: £J EJ

Where to Stay

Belltown and the Pike Place Market areas
of downtown offer lots of choices ranging
from hostels to boutiques to large chains.
The University District offers more
budget-conscious options, and Capitol
Hill is a good choice for inns and B&Bs.
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PORTLAND

Portland Willamette River

Laid-back Portland has a vibrant downtown and charming neighborhoods full of
friendly (and often zany) people. People-watching is a favorite pastime, best enjoyed
while noshing at food carts, catching live music, or wandering though local gardens or
the aisles of Powell’s Books. Check it all out on our walking tour (p254).

Getting Around

One of downtown
Portland’s greatest
features is the Free Rail
Zone, which lets you ride
MAX Light Rail and the
Portland Streetcar for
free within Downtown,
the Rose Quarter and the
Lloyd District. Or join the
locals and take a bike in
this exceedingly bike-
friendly city.

Parking

You can get lucky with
metered street parking,
but there are six
convenient SmartPark
buildings downtown
that charge $1.50 per
hour. Check www.
portlandonline.com/
smartpark for locations
and hours.

28

Where to Eat

Downtown offers
everything from fine
dining to food carts
where you can find the
perfect combination of
good, cheap and fast. For
good midrange options,
including great brunches
and a mélange of ethnic
cuisines, head across the
river to northeast and
southeast Portland.

Where to Stay
You’ll find Portland’s

swankiest digs downtown,

along with some nice
midrange options. On
the east side of town are

some of the city’s coolest

independent hotels, as
well as lots of midrange

Useful Websites

City of Portland (www.
portlandonline.com) Portland’s
official website.

Food Carts Portland (www.
foodcartsportland.com) A guide
to Portland’s food carts.

Travel Portland (www.
travelportland.com) What to do,
where to go, how to save...

Trips Through
Portland: B BB

and budget chain offerings
near the convention center.
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VANCOUVER

Vancouver Stanley Park

Vancouver is a sparkling, cosmopolitan city set against a backdrop of rugged natural
beauty. Its welcoming downtown (see our walking tour, p344) is flanked by the forested
seawall of Stanley Park, and the neighborhoods contain easily walkable shopping streets.
Wander historic Gastown, artsy Granville Island and the colorful West End ‘gayborhood.

Getting Around

You don’t really need a
car in Vancouver: it’s easy
enough to get around on
foot, by bus or by cab.
TransLink network -
which includes buses,
SkyTrain and SeaBus -
starts at CAN$2.50 for
travel within one zone. An
all-day, all-zone pass costs
CAN$9/7 per adult/child.

Parking

Parking is at a premium
downtown. Some streets
have metered parking,
but your best bet is to
head for pay-parking lots
(from CAN$4 per hour).
Underground parking

at Pacific Centre mall or
Vancouver Public Library
will put you in the heart of
things.

Where to Eat

Top streets include
downtown’s Robson St

for Japanese izakaya,
Yaletown’s Hamilton and
Mainland Sts for splurge-
worthy dinners, Gastown
for resto-bars, Commercial
Dr for ethnic-flavored
joints, and the West End’s
Denman and Davie Sts for
midrange options.

Where to Stay

Swanky sleepovers abound
downtown, as do midrange
options. To split the
geographical difference
between downtown and
the great outdoors, head to
the North Shore. Hostels
are scattered across the
city; there are good digs
near the University of
British Columbia.

Useful Websites

City of Vancouver (www.
vancouver.ca) Resource-packed
official city site.

Inside Vancouver (www.
insidevancouver.ca) What to do
in and around the city.

Trip Through
Vancouver: [
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Washington
Trips

THERE IS NO QUINTESSENTIAL
WASHINGTONIAN. So banish that
stereotypical image of a Prius-driving, latte-
supping Seattleite from your mind. Instead,
the spinal Cascade Mountains cut the state
metaphorically in half. In a few hours you can
drive from the wet, urban, liberal, evergreen
coast, via a dramatic volcano-punctuated
mountain range, to the arid, conservative,
vineyard-patterned and scrublike east.

Onthe way you'll find literary inspiration in
the footsteps of Jack Kerouac, geological
epiphanies near Mt St Helens, vampire
apparitions on the Olympic Peninsula and
miles and miles of expertly engineered strips
of winding asphalt that seem to defy theicy,
precipitous terrain.

Mt Rainier National Park Snow-capped Mt Rainier (Trip 7)

TIM FITZHARRIS / GETTY IMAGES ©
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Classic Tip

Mountains to
Sound Greenway

Busy I-90 zaps you from the Yakima River Valley to the metro
sophistication of Seattle in less than two hours. But meander
off the main road and more serendipitous adventures lurk.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

s 1-2 DAYS
' 90 miles 3 85 miles 3 120 MILES/193KM

Northwest Railway Mt Si

Museum Ascending North GREAT FOR...
Five-mile retrospective Bend's ‘twin peaks' is

train rides between Washington's most @ .
Snoqualmie and North popular hike #'IP'I'
Bend

BEST TIME TO GO
May to September
when the museums
are open and the
weather is less fickle.

ESSENTIAL
PHOTO

Snoqualmie Falls for a

mixture of raw natural

Snoqualmie Pass

power and 1990s TV
Ellensburg flashbacks.
BEST FOR
Pike Place Market John Wayne Pioneer Trail FAMILIES
Every facet of Seattle A non-motorized Northwest Railway
contained in one thoroughfare along an old ] ]
raucous market railroad that'’s ideal for cycling Museum and its spring/

summer train rides.

120 miles SN 80 miles 2




Mountains to
Sound Greenway

Dramatic changes in scenery and radically contrasting ecosystems are

par for the course in Washington, a land bisected by the climate-altering
Cascade Mountains. With Interstate-90 as its main artery, this drive ferries
you from the dry east to the wet west via 3046t Snoqualmie Pass on an
ostensibly busy road. But a mile or two off the interstate a parallel ‘greenway’
of bucolic trails and small-town preservation societies prevails.

B\
t Baker-

Jackson “i‘Ea"ing Slr\:[oqualmle ’B > S @ |

)Nllderngss S Grott 0% Naﬁonal Forest .0
O K . Wenatchee
7 — Yo @ e National
[ Z Skykomlsh Forest
A ) "~
/ 4 Alpine Lakes
— ‘( Wilderness
: t - —
AL Snoqualmle FaIIs sqo(f??]f{? - /
Snoqdalmle Natignal Forest \ ’,/
¥ 0 Mt s; \ 0\
Y Nowak >
D) " Park  North N Wenatcl!lee
National Forest

5,1 - (8 Bend n Y,
\\/

N /'\\RSttIesnaﬁe,x

\ Lake
N d Auburn J%E?l?”\ ~ Mt Baker-
IS / PRS- ) Nstqoqgla%mle .
ol A ickleshoo N
Tacoma , Ing/an A aionl orey
i Puyallup <) ‘Reservation —t
Indian 7 ~° Suﬁ\/@é&r\ © Enumclaw N
Reservation \¥ \
o kle s
f Buckley B
o . © Greenwater—
‘oSpanaway  \, Orting~ We/n;tchee\ g
) Clearwater TN National
( Wilderness | - . Forest
( \ Norse Peak N ™
AN N Wilderness \ .
@ RN e \ \ N
4 ~ Mt Rainier \ )
N\ " National ark /"/ é \
o OV\glliar{l ‘ ’ N
. - A . Douglas M 2
h : Wild t Baker- £
o . oEatonville Mt Rainier — fiderness " snoqualmie “
Laﬁ?a o NN (14411 A ]/ National Forest
0 - \ I -l




@ Ellensburg

Take an archetypal
American small town
with a stately college
and a smattering of
historic buildings; then
throw in the largest and
most lauded rodeo in
the Pacific Northwest.
Welcome to Ellensburg,
town of improbable
juxtapositions.

Here, erudite college
undergraduates rub
shoulders with weekend
cowboys in a small yet
salubrious collegiate
town where two-thirds
of the 16,000 population

0 Aﬁ— 20 km
0—10 miles

@5

N - backgrounds of Croatian,
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\
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] p )

16 miles to u N\

are registered students.
Like most Washington
towns, Ellensburg has its
fair share of peripheral
motel/mall infestations,
but body-swerve the
familiar big boxes and
you’ll uncover a compact
but select cluster of
venerable red-bricked
buildings in a downtown
historic district. Also
worth checking out is
the Kittitas County
Historical Museum (www.
kchm.org; 114 £ 3rd Ave;
donations accepted; 10am-
4pm Mon-Sat), housed

in the 1889 Cadwell
Building, known mostly

for its petrified-wood and

gemstone collections,
but also hosting a
cleverly laid out history
section documenting the

The Drive » To avoid the
clamor of the busy interstate,
take US-97 northwest out of
Ellensburg before branching
onto SR-10 to the small rural
settlement of Thorp.

8

Cascade Drive

Both ends of this trip
will deposit you close to
entry points for the Cascade
Drive, another mountain-
punctuated driving
extravaganza (p77).

LINK
YOUR
TRIP

© Thorp Grist Mill

In the small town of
Thorp (population 240)

9 miles northwest of
Ellensburg, the Thorp
Grist Mill (www.thorp.org;
admission free; €311am-3pm
Thu-Sat, noon-4pm Sun May-
Sep) was once a de-facto
meeting place for local
farmers. Today, its well-
preserved shell gives an
interesting insight into
the pioneer famers who
plowed the fields of the
Kittitas Valley in the late
19th century. Converted
to a rural museum, the
mill originally dates from
1883 when its primary
purpose was to grind
flour using water power
from the nearby Yakima
River. It ceased operation
in 1946, but, thanks to
the foresight of local
community activists, was
placed on the National
Register of Historic
Places in 1977.

The Drive » Continue
northwest on SR-10, 18 miles to
Cle Elum through quiet bucolic
farmland.

Washington Wine

Tour
Do this drive backwards
starting in Seattle and the
essence of local wine in
Ellensburg might inspire you
to travel on to Yakima and
beyond (p105).
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© Cle Elum

Cle Elum’s location on
the cusp of the Eastern
Cascades and the bald
treeless grasslands
of the Kittitas Valley
pulls in two radically
different types of visitor.
Seattleites regularly
cross Snoqualmie Pass
to sup the local wine and
enjoy seemingly endless
summer sunshine.
Easterners stop by to
gaze west at the snowier,
more topographically
interesting mountains. A
posh resort, the Suncadia
(www.suncadiaresort.com; r
from $169), just west of Cle
Elum and complete with
golf, spa and a brand-new
winery, caters for both
groups.

Though small, the
town has a couple
of esoteric museums
conceived and
maintained by vivacious
community groups. The
best is the Telephone

Museum (221E Ist St;
admission free; &) noon-4pm
Sat & Sun May-Sep) with old
switchboards, phones
and some insightful local
history.

Up the road, Roslyn
stood in for Alaska
in the 1990s TV show
Northern Exposure (plot
spoiler: there’s more
TV nostalgia two stops
further on).

The Drive » Time to

brave 1-90! Access the road
at exit 84 and motor 30

miles progressively uphill

to Snoqualmie Pass. Just
before the summit you'll pass
Keechelus Lake, the source of
the Yakima River, on your left.

© Snoqualmie Pass
One of the easier routes
across the Cascades and
the only one to carry

an interstate (the 1-90),
Snoqualmie was first
prospected by white
settlers in the 1850s. By
the 1930s a fledgling
road was being plowed
year-round and the

pass had spawned a
nascent ski area which
has since morphed into
four separate areas

ELLENSBURG RODEO

Outside of the Calgary Stampede, Ellensburg’s
Labor Day weekend rodeo (which dates from 1923)
is the biggest of its kind in the Northwest and one
of the top 10 in the USA. Not surprisingly, it attracts
fine riders, big prize money (up to $250,000) and
huge crowds, so, if you're going to be attending,
book early for both tickets and accommodation. A
good online portal is www.ellensburgrodeo.com.

known (and managed)
communally as the
Summit at Snoqualmie
(www.summitatsnoqualmie.
com). This is the nearest
day-use ski area to
Seattle (read: long lines).
Should you summit

the pass in summer,
consider a hike. The
Pacific Crest Trail briefly
descends to the hustle
of the interstate here
but blissful tranquility
stretches for many miles
in either direction.

The Drive 2 Descend on [-90
until exit 32. Go south on 436th
Ave SE which becomes Cedar
Falls Rd. Within 3 miles you will
be deposited at Rattlesnake
Lake.

© Rattlesnake Lake

An important nexus on
the Mountains to Sound
Greenway, tranquil
Rattlesnake Lake was
once a more tumultuous
place. A town called
Moncton existed here
until 1915 before it was
flooded, evacuated

and condemned after
an abortive damming
project. From 1906

to 1980 an erstwhile
railway, the ‘Milwaukee
Road’, passed through.
The railroad bed

has been reworked

into a non-motorized
thoroughfare known

as the John Wayne
Pioneer Trail which is
popular with cyclists. A
summer shuttle called
Bus-up 90 (www.busup90.
com; adult/child $22/18)



TWIN PEAKS

Recognize that Snoqualmie Valley mountain, that waterfall, that cafe and that
hotel? If you're under 40 and have never heard of Kyle McLachlan or vexed over
who murdered the unfortunate Laura Palmer, then Twin Peaks may need a bit of
explaining. The TV drama series was conceived, written and directed by Mark Frost
and legendary US film director David Lynch in the late 1980s. The latter’s work
(Blue Velvet, Wild at Heart) became so influential that he even had an adjective
named after him: ‘Lynchian’ denotes anything that's surreal, dreamy, unsettling
and — occasionally — freakishly funny. Twin Peaks, which ran for 30 episodes over
two series between 1990 and 1991, was set in a fictional Washington town of the
same name (and filmed in North Bend and Snoqualmie). It starred Kyle McLachlan
as FBI agent Dale Cooper investigating the mysterious death of a pretty blonde
homecoming queen. The series, with its complex plot and surreal, but suspenseful,
storyline, quickly gained a large audience and was heaped with critical praise
earning numerous Golden Globes and Emmys. Time has done little to diminish its
appeal. Like all great art, Twin Peaks proved to be powerfully influential and, over
20 years later, it still inspires obsessive geekdom with cult followers everywhere
from Japan to Scandinavia.
As for those recognizable landmarks; the mountain (the fictional ‘Twin Peaks")
is Mt Si, the waterfall (seen in the show's opening credits) is Snoqualmie Falls,
the cafe (where Kyle McLachlan extolled the virtues of piping hot black coffee) is
Twede's (p39) and the hotel (the Great Northern in the show) is the Salish Lodge &

Spa (p43).

whisks cyclists three
times daily, 22 miles
and 1700ft uphill. From
here you can descend

to the lake, a journey
that includes careering
through the 2.3-mile
Snoqualmie tunnel
(bring headlamps). The
lake is also the starting
point for the Snoqualmie
Valley Trail and a 4-mile
round-trip hike up to
Rattlesnake Ridge.
There are toilets and a
kayak launch lakeside
and a small interpretive
center.

The Drive » Returnto1-90
but this time, rather than join it,
head underneath on 436th Ave
SE to the junction with E North
Bend Way. Turn left and then go
right on SE Mt SiRd.

O Mt Si

Brooding moodily
behind the town of
North Bend, 4167ft Mt
Si is allegedly the most
climbed mountain in
the state (approximately
40,000 hike it every
year) and an annual
fitness test for many
Seattleites. The trail
starts 2.5 miles down SE
Mt Si Rd from a parking
lot and is an 8-mile
round-trip including
3150ft of ascent. Though
popular and predictably
crowded in summer,

the switchbacking path
is no cakewalk. Dress
appropriately for the

mountains and bring
water. The lofty meadow
that acts as the summit
for most walkers (the
actual summit is a
precipitous haystack-
shaped rock) is revered
for its hard-earned Puget
Sound views.

The Drive ) Retrace your
route along SE Mt Si Rd to the
intersection with E North Bend
Way, where you turn right into
North Bend.

@ North Bend

If your memory stretches
back to pre-Clinton

era America and/or

you nurture a secret
penchant for cult US TV
mini-series, your first
sight of North Bend could
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LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
SCOTT DAVIES,
PUBLIC
INFORMATION
SPECIALIST, PIKE
PLACE MARKET

The North Arcade in Seattle’s Pike
Place Market is where farmers and
craftspeople sell their wares. Look
out for the numerous flower sellers,
many of whom are Hmong people
originally from Laos and Thailand. In
the market’s North End are some of
the neighborhood'’s best restaurants

and takeouts, including the Russian
bakery Piroshky Piroshky and
artisan cheese-maker Beechers,
both of whom make their products
from scratch in their front windows.



g require an eerie double

2 take. This is where

= David Lynch’s weird and

= wonderful Twin Peaks
was filmed in the early
1990s and the town - a
sleepy, if salubrious,
place these days - is
still playing on the fact.
Twede’s (www.twedescafe.
com; 137 W North Bend Way;
&8am-8pm, from 6:30am
Sat & Sun), the ‘Double R
Diner’ in the TV show,
proudly advertises its
Twin Peaks credentials
with cherry pie and ‘a
damn fine cup o’ coffee,
along with 50 - yes
50 - different types of
burger. Down the road,
the Snoqualmie Valley
Historical Museum (www.
snoqualmievalleymuseum.org;
Bendigo Blvd; €1-5pm Sat-Tue)
charts the pre-Lynchian
history of the valley
with pioneer and Native
American exhibits.

The Drive ) From Bend take
Bendigo Blvd crossing the South
Fork of the Snoqualmie River
and continuing 3 miles into
Snogqualmie.

© Snoqualmie

Located a mile east of the
famous falls, Snoqualmie
is a diminutive town

of esoteric shopfronts
that ply hardware,
organic coffee and Native
American art. Across

the tracks, the lovingly
restored Northwest
Railway Museum (www.
trainmuseum.org; 38625 SE
King St; €310am-5pm) is

the largest of its type in
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Washington. Its hook is
its retro steam-train trips
(adult/child $15/10) which
chug (four times daily
from April to October)
5 miles down the line to
North Bend and another
equally cute Thomas-the-
Tank-Engine station.
Snoqualmie is also an
ideal place to jump onto
the Snoqualmie Valley
Trail, the region’s longest
greenway (31 miles) that
parallels the Snoqualmie
River along the course
of an old railway line.
Access is best gained
from the north end of
Meadowbrook Way SE.

The Drive » From Snoqualmie
follow Railroad Ave northwest
out of town and within a mile
you'll be at Snoqualmie Falls.

© Snoqualmie Falls
Come between April
and June during the
spring snow melt and
you’ll see why this 268ft
mini-Niagara has been
producing hydroelectric
power since 1899. New
observation decks and
an overlook park stand
face-on against the
supersonic spray, while
perched awfully close to
the giant falls’ rim is the
luxurious Salish Lodge
& Spa (p43), the second
incarnation of a hotel
that was first built here
in 1918.

A half-mile trail that
drops down through
spray-fed rainforest
to the original 1910
powerhouse was being
renovated at the time of
research and is due to
reopen in early 2013.

M= p4s3

The Drive )» Take the Fall
City-Snoqualmie Rd to Fall City
where you turn left onto the
Preston-Fall City Rd opposite
the Fall City Roadhouse and Inn.
Merge west onto 1-90 again at
Preston (exit 22).

@ Mercer Island

You don’t have to get out
of your car to experience
Mercer Island’s greatest
engineering marvel.
The community’s two
colossal parallel bridges
that carry traffic over

to metro Seattle are the
second and fifth longest
floating bridges in the
world. An initial bridge,
built here in 1939, was
destroyed by a storm in
1990. Hence, the current
structures, the Homer
M Hadley Memorial
Bridge (westbound
traffic) and the Lacey

V Murrow Memorial
Bridge (eastbound) were
built in 1989 and 1993
respectively.

The Drive » Coming off
the floating bridges, traffic is
directed through the Baker
Tunnel before coming out
with surprising suddenness in
Seattle’s downtown core close
to King Street Station.

@ Seattle

Put aside some time

to enjoy Seattle at the
end of this drive which
deposits you on the

cusp of downtown and
its cluster of craning
skyscrapers - check it
out on our walking tour
(p138). For dazzling

city views ascend the
Columbia Center (7015th
Av; admission $5), built in
1985, which at 932ft high
is the loftiest building in
the Pacific Northwest and
a lot cheaper than the
Space Needle. Pioneer
Square is Seattle’s oldest
quarter and home to

the Klondike Gold Rush
National Historical Park
(www.nps.gov/klse; 117 S Main
St: admission free; £&9am-
5pm), a shockingly good
free museum about the
1897 Alaska gold rush.
Another good family-
orientated attraction is
the Seattle Aquarium
(www.seattleaquarium.org;
1483 Alaskan Way at Pier 59;
adult/child $19.95/13.95;
£39:30am-5pm; [s#)), the
centerpiece of which is a
glass-domed room where
sharks, octopuses and
other deepwater denizens
lurk in the shadowy
depths. For a post-drive
picnic decamp to Pike
Place Market for artisan
cheeses, Russian pastries
and Italian deli meats.

X = pas



Eating & Sleeping

Ellenshurg @

N Yellow Church Café Brunch, Fusion $$
(www.yellowchurchcafe.com; 111 S Pearl

St; brunch $8-12, dinner $13-23) Top in the
Ellensburg ‘quirky’ stakes is this former bright
yellow church built by the German Lutherans in
1923 and now converted into an unconventional
restaurant that serves spiritually enlightening
food. The breakfast has won widespread
recommendations, while the elegant dinner
options are matched with local wines from the
expert owners who also run a nearby winery.

2= Inn at Goose Creek Hotel $$
([2)509-962-8030; www.innatgoosecreek.

com; 1720 Canyon Rd; r from $99; (&) Surely

one of the most imaginative motels around,

this establishment off I-90 is not your standard
fancily restored period piece - at least, not
from the outside. Inside is a different story.
Eclectic themed rooms include the Victorian
Honeymoon Suite, the Ellensburg Rodeo Room,
and the | Love Christmas Room.

Snoqualmie Falls @

N |z= salish Lodge & Spa  Hotel $$$
([2)360-647-0092; www.salishlodge.com; 6501
Railroad Ave SE; r $209-309; [#(%)) Out-acted
only by Kyle McLachlan in Twin Peaks (when it
was the Great Northern Hotel), the Salish needs
little introduction. All of the luxury rooms face
the waterfall which is so close you can literally
drink the spray. Good job they've also all got
traditional wood-burning fires. The acclaimed
restaurant and spa point to a steep asking price.

X |= Fall City

Roadhouse & Inn Inn, Diner §
([2)425-222-4040; www.fcroadhouse.com; 420
Preston-Fall City Rd SE; r $70-100; [#](&)) A
traditional building given a 2008 makeover, the
Roadhouse has been reborn as an eye-catching
distraction in otherwise run-of-the-mill Fall City.

Seattle @
N Wild Ginger Asian $$

(www.wildginger.net; 1401 3rd Ave; mains
$15-28) All around the Pacific Rim - via China,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Seattle of
course — is the wide-ranging theme at this
highly popular downtown fusion restaurant. Try
the fragrant duck first.

N Top Pot Hand-Forged

Doughnuts Cafe $
(www.toppotdoughnuts.com; 2124 5th Ave;
€36am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat-Sun) Top Pot
are to doughnuts what champagne is to wine — a
different class. And their cafes - thisoneinan
old car showroom with floor-to-ceiling library
shelves and art-deco signage — are equally
legendary.

N Zeitgeist Cafe $
(www.zeitgeistcoffee.com; 171 S Jackson St;
€6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-7pm Sat & Sun; (&)
Plug into the spirit of the times with the rest of
the laptop crew at this lofty, brick-walled cafe
near the train station.

|2= Belltown Inn Hotel $$

([2)206-529-3700; www.belltown-inn.com;
23013rd Ave; s/d $109/119; (@ @) Can it

be true? The Belltown is such a bargain and
insuch a prime location that it's hard not to
believe it hasn't accidently floated over from a
smaller, infinitely cheaper city. But no, those
clean functional rooms, handy kitchenettes,
free bikes and - vitally important — borrow-and-
return umbrellas, are all yours for the price of a
posh dinner.
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Olympic
Peninsula Loop

Freakishly wet, fantastically green and chillingly remote, the
Olympic Peninsula looks like it's been resurrected from a
wilder, pre-civilized era.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 2SS
- N ! 4 DAYS

7 ag §> Qk = - > B
> S NN\ s. /D
WY Y 5 006 ¢ 435 MILES/700KM
A\
Hall of Moss Trail Hirricane R\dg? AU GREAT FOR
Short trail through. Lof |e9vpomtfe|[' %J
moss-draped, »\x‘g W ther watching over \J @
oId -growth forest | "the Olympic Mountalns/ ‘\
BEST TIME TO GO
June to September
when your chances of

getting drenched by
continuous rain are
slightly diminished.

- ESSENTIAL
PHOTO
Hoh Rainforest to snap
shades of green you
haven't even seen yet.

Olympia

BEST FOR
WILDLIFE
Ruby Beach Lake Quinault Lodge .
Blustery beach on, - Historic accommodations Hoh R;lnforest offers
Washington’s wind-whipped, with roaring fireplace rare glimpses of
rain-lashed Pacific coast and lakeside lawn Roosevelt elk.

134 miles SIS 93 miles 4
18I
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Olympic
Peninsula Loop

Imagine Wuthering Heights fused with an American
Mt Olympus, with a topical slice of Stephanie
Meyer's Twilight saga thrown in for good measure
and you've got an approximation of what a drive
around the Olympic Peninsula might look like.

This is wilderness of the highest order where

thick forest collides with an end-of-the-continent
coastline that hasn’t changed much since Juan de
Fuca sailed by in 1592. Bring hiking boots — and
an umbrella!

46

© Olympia

Welcome to Olympia, city
of weird contrasts, where
street-side buskers belt
out acoustic grunge, and
stiff bureaucrats answer
their ringtones on the
lawns of the expansive
state legislature. A quick
circuit of the Washington
State Capitol (admission
free; €)8am-4:30pm), a

huge Grecian temple of a
building, will give you a
last taste of civilization
before you depart. Then
load up the car and head
swiftly for the exits.

,\<" p51

The Drive » Your basic route
is due west, initially on Highway
101, then (briefly) on SR-8
before joining US-12 in Elma.

In Gray’s Harbor enter the twin
cities of Aberdeen and Hoquiam,
famous for producing William
Boeing and the grunge group
Nirvana. Here, you swing north
on Highway 101 (again!) to
leafier climes at Lake Quinault.

© Lake Quinault

Situated in the extreme
southwest of the Olympic
National Park (www.
nps.gov/olym:; vehicle entry
$15), the thickly forested
Quinault River Valley

is one of the park’s
least-crowded corners.
Clustered on the south
shore of deep-blue glacial
Lake Quinault is the

tiny village of Quinault,
complete with the
luscious Lake Quinault
Lodge (p51), a US Forest

Indian
| Reservation

Tahola‘hg\;,\,\” g

l\ "‘/'PCI/Ip;

Pacific Beach\og

PACIFIC ity
OCEAN
Copals Beach
Ocean Cityo
o
|
Ocean Shores
Poir&%é

Service (USFS) office,
plus a couple of stores.
A number of short
hiking trails begin just
below Lake Quinault
Lodge; pick up a free
map from the USFS
office. The shortest of
these is the Quinault
Rain Forest Nature Trail,
a half-mile walk through

500-year-old Douglas firs.

Brown
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the 3-mile Quinault Loop 0 YOUR
Trail, which meanders TRIP
through the rain forests
beforegcircling back to Graveya_r_d of Ch_u':kam“
the lake. The Quinault the Pacific Tour * Drive &
region is renowned for Continue down the Whidbey Island
its huge trees. Close to coast where roughseas  Across the Port Townsend
the village is a 191ft Sitka ~ have actedasawatery ferry, Whidbey is a gentler
spruce tree (supposedly cemetery for many and - traditionally — dryer
over 1000 years old), historic ships (p53). contrast to the Olympics
and nearby are the (p69).
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world’s largest red cedar,
Douglas fir and mountain
hemlock trees.

X = ps1

The Drive ) West from
Quinault Lake, Highway 101
continues through the Quinault
Indian Reservation before
entering a thin strip of national
park territory that protects
the beaches around Kalaloch
(klay-lock). This is some of the
wildest coastal scenery in the
US accessible by road. Various
pullovers allow beach forays.

© Ruby Beach

Inhabiting a thin coastal
strip that was added

to the national park

in 1953, Ruby Beach

is accessed via a short
0.2-mile path that

leads down to a large
expanse of windswept
coast embellished by
polished black stones
and wantonly strewn
tree trunks. To the south
toward Kalaloch, other
accessible beachfronts
are unimaginatively
named Beach One
through to Beach Six,
all of which are popular
with beachcombers. At
low tide, rangers give
talks on tidal-pool life
at Beach Four and on
the ecosystems of the
Olympic coastal strip.

X = pst

The Drive » North of Ruby
Beach, Highway 101 swings
sharply northeast and inland,
tracking the Hoh River. Turn right
off 101 onto the Hoh River Rd to
explore one of the national park’s

most popular inner sanctums.
Suspend your excitement as the
trees eerily close in as you (re)
enter the park.

© Hoh Rainforest

Count yourself lucky

if you arrive on a day
when it isn’t raining!
The most popular detour
off Highway 101 is the
19-mile paved road to the
Hoh Valley, the densest,
wettest, greenest and
most intensely surreal
temperate rain forest

on planet earth. The
essential hike here is

the short but fascinating
Hall of Moss Trail, an
easy 0.75-mile loop
through the kind of
weird, ethereal scenery
that even JRR Tolkien
couldn’t have invented.
Old-man’s beard drips
from branches above
you like corduroy

fringe, while trailside
licorice ferns and lettuce
lichens overwhelm the
massive fallen trunks of
maple and Sitka spruce.
Rangers lead interesting
free guided walks here
twice a day during
summer and can help you
spot some of the park’s
5000-strong herd of
Roosevelt elk.

The Drive ) Rejoining
Highway 101, motor north to the
small and relatively nondescript
settlement of Forks. Press on
through as Highway 101 bends
north then east through a large
logging area before plunging
back into the national park on
the shores of wondrous Lake
Crescent.

© SI9800 / ¥3IVHOS NIAD

© Lake Crescent

Before you've even had
time to erase the horror
of teenage vampires from
your head the scenery
shifts again as the road
winds along the glittering
pine-scented shores

of glacial-carved Lake
Crescent. The lake looks
best from water level, on
a rental kayak, or from



high above at its eastern
edge on the Storm King
Mountain Trail (named
after the peak’s wrathful
spirit), accessible via a
steep, 1.7-mile ascent that
splits off the Barnes Creek
Trail. For the less athletic,
the Marymere Falls Trail
is a 2-mile round-trip to

a 90ft cascade that drops
down over a basalt cliff.
Both hikes leave from a
parking lot to the right

Ruby Beach This windswept coast is embellished by polished black stones

of SR 101 near the Storm
King Information Station
(&ysummer only). The area
is also the site of the
Lake Crescent Lodge, the
oldest of the park’s trio of
celebrated lodges which
first opened in 1916.

M= ps1

The Drive ) From Lake
Crescent take Highway 101 east
to the town of Port Angeles, a
gateway to Victoria, Canada,

which is reachable by ferry to
the north. Starting in Race St,
the 18-mile Hurricane Ridge
Rd climbs up 5300ft toward
extensive wildflower meadows
and expansive mountain vistas
often visible above the clouds.

O Hurricane Ridge
Up above the clouds,

stormy Hurricane Ridge
lives up to its name with
fickle weather and biting
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THE TWILIGHT ZONE

It would have been impossible to envisage a decade
ago: diminutive Forks, a depressed lumber town full
of hardnosed loggers, reborn as a pilgrimage site for
‘tweenage’ girls following in the ghostly footsteps of
two fictional sweethearts named Bella and Edward.
The reason for this weird metamorphosis is the
Twilight saga, a four-part book series by US author
Stephanie Meyer about love and vampires on the
foggy Olympic Peninsula that in seven short years
has shifted over 100 million books and spawned
three Hollywood movies. With Forks acting as the
book's main setting, the town has catapulted to
international stardom. Dazzled by Twilight (www.
dazzledbytwilight.com; 11 N Forks Ave; €10am-6pm:; ()
runs two Twilight merchandise shops in Forks and
daily Twilight Tours (adult/child $39/25; &9 departing
8am, 11:30am, 3pm & 6pm) visiting most of the places
mentioned in Meyer’s books.

winds made slightly more
bearable by the park’s best
high-altitude views. Its
proximity to Port Angeles
is another bonus; if you're
heading up here be sure
to call into the museum-
like Olympic National
Park Visitor Center (3002
Mt Angeles Rd, Port Angeles;
park admission $15; ##)) first.
The smaller Hurricane
Ridge Visitor Center
(£9)9:30am-5pm daily summer,
Fri-Sun winter) has a snack
bar, gift shop, toilets and
is the starting point of
various hikes. Hurricane
Hill Trail (which begins at
the end of the road), and
the Meadow Loop Trails
network are popular and
moderately easy. The first
half-mile of these trails is
wheelchair accessible.

The Drive » Wind back down
the Hurricane Ridge Rd, kiss
the suburbs of Port Angeles

and press east through the
retirement community of
Sequim (pronounced ‘squwim’).
Turn north on SR-20 to reach
another more attractive port,
that of Port Townsend.

@ Port Townsend
Leaving the park
momentarily behind,
ease back into civilization
with the cultured
Victorian comforts of
Port Townsend, whose
period charm dates

from the railroad boom
of the 1890s, when the
town was earmarked to
become the ‘New York

of the West.” That never
happened but you can
pick up a historic walking
tour map from the Port
Townsend visitors center
(www.enjoypt.com; 2437 E Sims
Way; €&9am-5pm Mon-Fri,
10am-4pm Sat, 1lam-4pm

Sun) and wander the

waterfront’s collection
of shops, galleries and
antique malls. Don’t
miss the old-time
Belmont Saloon (Water
St), the Rose Theatre
(www.rosetheatre.com; 235
Taylor St), a gorgeously
renovated theater that’s
been showing movies
since 1908, and the fine
Victorian mansions on
the bluff above town,
where several charming
residences have been
turned into B&Bs.

X = pst

The Drive » From Port
Townsend retrace your steps to
the junction of Highway 101, but
this time head south passing
Quilcene, Brinnon, with its great
diner (p51), and the Dosewallips
park entrance. You get more
unbroken water views here on
the park’s eastern side courtesy
of the Hood Canal, a serene
contrast to the wind-whipped
waves of the open Pacific. Track
the watery beauty to Hoodsport
where signs point west (right)
off Highway 101 to Staircase.

© Staircase

It’s drier on the park’s
eastern side and the
mountains are closer.
The Staircase park nexus,
accessible via Hoodsport,
has a ranger station,
campground and a decent
trail system that follows
the drainage of the North
Fork Skokomish River
and is flanked by some of
the most rugged peaks

in the Olympics. Nearby
Lake Cushman has a
campground and water
sports opportunities.



Eating & Sleeping

Olympia @

N Spar Cafe Bar Pub, Diner $
(114 4th Ave E; breakfast $4-6, lunch $6-9;
37am-9pm) A long-established local cafe

and eating joint now owned by Portland’s
McMenamin Brothers who have maintained its
authentic wood-panel interior. You could spend
all morning here eating brunch, shooting pool,
tasting the microbrews and listening to the
buskers on 4th Ave outside.

Lake Quinault @

N 2= Lake Quinault Lodge  Lodge §$
([21360-288-2900; www.olympicnationalparks.
com; 345 S Shore Rd; d $150-289; (5] 22)
Everything you could want in a historic national
park lodge and more, the ‘Quinault’ has a

huge, roaring fireplace, peek-a-boo lake views,
amanicured cricket-pitch-quality lawn, huge
comfy leather sofas, a regal reception area

and - arguably - the finest eating experience on
the whole peninsula. The latter is thanks to the
memorable sweet potato pancakes served up
for breakfast.

Ruby Beach ©

X |2= Kalaloch Lodge Historic Hotel $$$
([)360-962-2271; www.olympicnationalparks.
com; 157151 US 101; d $248-360; (#)) A little

less grand than the Lake Quinault and Lake
Crescent Lodges, the Kalaloch (built in 1953),
nonetheless, enjoys an equally spectacular
setting perched on a bluff overlooking the
crashing Pacific.

Lake Crescent @

N |2= Lake Crescent

Lodge Historic Hotel $$
([21360-928-3211; www.olympicnationalparks.
com; 416 Lake Crescent Rd; d $160-290;

& May-Oct; [# &) Built in 1915 as a fishing

resort, this venerable shake-sided building is
the oldest of the Olympic National Park lodges
and, along with the Lake Quinault Lodge, leads
the way in style and coziness. To add star
appeal, President FD Roosevelt stayed here in
1937 - a year before he made the Olympics a
national park.

Port Townsend @

X Waterfront Pizza Pizza $$
(951 Water St; large pizzas $11-19) Quite simply
the best pizza in the state, this buy-by-the-slice
outlet inspires huge local loyalty and will satisfy
even the most querulous of Chicago-honed
palates. The secret: crisp sourdough crusts and
creative but not over-stacked toppings.

|2= Palace Hotel Hotel $
([21360-385-0773; www.palacehotelpt.com;
1004 Water St; r $59-109; [#(&)) Built in 1889,
this beautiful Victorian building is a former
brothel that was once run by the locally
notorious Madame Marie, who did her dodgy
business out of the 2nd-floor corner suite.
Reincarnated as an attractive period hotel with
antique furnishings and old-fashioned claw-foot
baths, the Palace’s former seediness is now a
thing of the past.

Brinnon

X Halfway House Diner §
(Hwy 101, Brinnon) This is one of those ‘great
find’ places that pepper the byways of rural
America - an embellishment-free diner with
friendly staff, lightning-quick service and crusty
fruit pies that taste like they were made by
someone’s treasured grandma. It sits aside
Highway 101 in Brinnon, halfway between Port
Townsend and Staircase.
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Cape Disappointment Stay in the
lighthouse keepers’ residences



Graveyard of the
Pacific Tour 3

The typically calm Pacific Ocean tums fiendish where tide meets
current at the mouth of the Columbia River. Explore shipwrecks
and lighthouses in this landlubber’s tour of the nautical Northwest.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

2 DAYS
110 MILES/177KM

Westport -
A classic seaside town ‘ GREAT FOR...

with a wonderful - ®Aberdeen @

maritime museum

BEST TIME TO GO
From April to
September when the
weather's on its best

behavior.
- @ ESSENTIAL
PHOTO
Cape Disappointment The wreckage of the
& liwaco Peter Iredale.
Spectacular scenery
meets cute Long |
fishing village Beach® BEST SHIP
SIGHTING
The tall ship Lady
m Washington docks up
Fort Stevens State Park and down the coast.

The final resting place of [ FINISH } :
the Peter Iredale shipwreck
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HEVEAEI
the Pacific
Tour

They call it the Graveyard of the Pacific. The area
from northern Oregon to Vancouver Island is
known for its unpredictable weather, unforgiving
coastline, and bad habit of gobbling up ships.
Thousands of vessels have been lost, from war
ships to barges to countless smaller craft. Dive in
to this area with its unique seafaring character
and fascinating maritime history.
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© Aberdeen

Start your trip in
Aberdeen’s Grays Harbor,
home port of the tall
ship Lady Washington
([21800-200-5239; www.
ladywashington.org; 320 S
Newell St; sailings $35-60,
tours by donation), the
Official Ship of the State
of Washington. This
impressive reproduction
of a 1788 tall ship -
featured in Pirates of the
Caribbean if that helps
give you a visual - is
available for dockside
tours and adventure
sails all along the state’s
coast. Check the online
schedule to find out
where along

the way you might
catch her.

Fans of Nirvana
frontman Kurt Cobain
might be interested in
the self-guided walking
tour (www.aberdeen-
museum.org/kurt.htm)
offered by the Aberdeen
Museum of History. It
includes the store where
Kurt’s uncle bought
him his first guitar and
several seen-better-days
former residences.

The Drive ) From Aberdeen,
take Highway 101 across the
Chehalis River bridge, then
follow Grays Harbor southwest
on Hwy 105 for 20 miles to reach
the coastal town of Westport.

© Westport

The seaside town of
Westport has two
worthwhile stops. First,

head to Grays Harbor
Lighthouse (1020 W Ocean
Ave; tours $5; 10am-4pm
Apr-Sep, noon-4pm Fri-Mon
Oct-Nov & Feb-Mar), the
tallest lighthouse in
Washington. It’s always
available for photo ops,
and tours up the 135-step
circular staircase (pant,
wheeze) are available
seasonally.

Next, head over to
the Westport Maritime
Museum (www.westportwa.
com/museum; 2201
Westhaven Dr; adult/child
$5/2: €510am-4pm Apr-Sep,
noon-4pm Fri-Mon Oct-Mar),
a noteworthy Cape
Cod-style building at the
northern tip of town. It
offers your typical array
of nautical knickknacks,
but most impressive is
the authentic Fresnel
lighthouse lens. It’s a
first-order lens, which
is really impressive
if you know about
lens rankings; loosely
translated, that means
it’s big enough to need its
own separate building.

x P59

The Drive 2> Continue on Hwy
105, following the coast 30 miles
southeast to Raymond.

© Raymond

Raymond is home of the
Willapa Seaport Museum
(www.willapaseaportmuseum.
org; 310 Alder St; admission

by donation; &) noon-4pm
Wed-Sat or by appointment).
Small and cluttered, the
exhibits sometimes seem
more like a fisherman’s
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garage sale than a formal
museum, but that’s part
of its charm, and it’s a
good leg-stretch on your
way to your next stop.
Before you leave,
though, you might want
to stop to pay your
respect to Willie Keils at
Willie Keils Grave State
Park (443 Hwy 6; &) dawn-
dusk), just south of town.
Nineteen-year-old Willie
died in 1855 right before
his family left Missouri
to travel west, but they
couldn’t bear leaving
him behind; instead,
they filled his coffin with
whiskey and brought
him along, turning their
wagon train into a very
slow funeral procession.

The Drive » Pick up Highway
101 west and head 45 miles
south. When you get to Seaview,
follow the signs for Cape
Disappointment.

0 LINK
YOUR
TRIP

Olympic Peninsula

Loop
From Aberdeen, pick up this
loop that features the best
of northwest Washington,
including more coastline
and Olympic National Park
(p45).

Highway 101

Oregon Coast
From Astoria, continue
down the coast for seafood,
razor clams, tide pools and
lighthouses (p149).
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TRIP HIGHLIGHT

O Cape
Disappointment &
llwaco

Just over the Astoria
Bridge in Washington,
two lighthouses within
Cape Disappointment
State Park (244 Robert
Gray Dr, llwaco; & dawn-
dusk) have been warning
sailors away from the
shore for over 100 years.
If you aren’t up for the
hike, you might find the
Cape Disappointment
Lighthouse lives up to
its name - it’s not open
to the public and it’s at
the end of a hilly, muddy,
nearly mile-long path.
Passing by dramatic
Dead Man’s Cove makes
the hike worthwhile

(as long as you're not
disappointed there aren’t
any dead men there).

If that sounds like
too much work, drive
five minutes north to
the easy-access North
Head Lighthouse. It
welcomes visitors with
a flat, quarter-mile hike,
public tours, a gift shop,
and even overnight
accommodations in the
keepers’ residences.

Just north, you’ll
pass through the cute
seaside village of llwaco
that’s decorated with
driftwood, glass floats
and fishermen’s nets.

= p59

The Drive )» Head back
north on Highway 101, which

© INILSNYIHG / ANSAYISLYHE VITV.

continues on to become SR-103;
Long Beach is just 6 miles north
of Cape Disappointment.

© Long Beach

Need a break from all
the nautical history?
Wee Long Beach

packs in the roadside
goodness and is a big hit
with road-weary Kids.
Marsh’s Free Museum
(www.marshsfreemuseum.

com; 409 Pacific Ave S;
admission free; €)9am-6pm)
dates back to the 1930s
and isn’t a museum

so much as a place
where souvenirs and
sea shells intermingle
with sideshow-worthy
attractions and oddities.
The real star of the show
is Jake the Alligator
Man, media darling of
the Weekly World News.
Half-alligator, half-man,



his suspiciously plaster-
like remains hold packs
of tweens in his thrall.
Across the street from
Marsh’s is the World’s
Largest Frying Pan,
measuring over 18ft tall.
Want to find out just
how long Long Beach is?
Primary beach access
points in Long Beach
are off 10th St SW and at
the end of Bolstad Ave;

Fort Stevens State Park Peter Iredale shipwreck

a 0.25-mile boardwalk
links the two entryways.

X p59

The Drive » Head north up
the peninsula for 15 miles to find
the quiet, undeveloped part of
Willapa Bay.

O Oysterville &
Nahcotta

Purists might prefer
the Willapa Bay side of

the peninsula, with its
old towns, oyster beds
and wildlife viewing.
The charm of these

old communities - the
only ones on the bay
side of the Long Beach
Peninsula - derives not
just from their history
but also from the absence
of the beachfront towns’
carnival atmosphere.
Tiny Oysterville stands
largely unchanged since
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TOP TIP:

v

WHICH WAY TO THE
PETER IREDALE?

It's not like a shipwreck has a street address.

And asking the locals for directions can be more
confusing than helpful. So: Go over the bridge from
Astoria to Hammond and turn right on East Harbor
Dr, which becomes Pacific Dr. Take a left at Lake Dr
(referred to locally as ‘that four-way stop...honey,
what's that street called?"). Take a right at the KOA
campground and go straight until you see the signs.

its heyday in the 1870s,
when the oyster boom
was at its peak.

Oysterville is filled
with well-preserved
Victorian homes
including the 1863 Red
Cottage (Territory Rd), near
Clay St, which served as
the first Pacific County
courthouse, and the Big
Red House (cnr Division St &
Territory Rd), built in 1871.
Other historic buildings
include a one-room
schoolhouse and the
1892 Oysterville Church
(cnr Clay St & Territory Rd);
pick up a walking-tour
brochure here.

X 2= ps9

The Drive )» Head back south
down the Long Beach Peninsula,
then take Highway 101 south.
After 9 miles you'll cross the
Columbia River and arrive in
Astoria.

@ Astoria

Astoria sits at the mouth
of the Columbia River,
where you’ll find some

of the most treacherous
waters of the Pacific,
thanks to river currents
rushing out where ocean
tide is trying to get in.
The town has a long
seafaring history and
has seen its old harbor
attract fancy hotels and
restaurants in recent
years, thanks in part
to Astoria’s popularity
as a film location.
Kindergarten Cop, Free
Willy and Into the Wild
were all filmed there, and
fans of the cult hit The
Goonies can seek out the
house where Brandon
and Mikey Walsh lived.
You can explore both
flotsam and jetsam at
Columbia River Maritime
Museum (www.crmm.
org; 1792 Marine Dr; adult/
child $12/5; €9:30am-
5pm). It sits right on the
edge of the Columbia
River, offering a look
at everything from
old boats to maritime
mementos that have
washed up in the area.

A Coast Guard exhibit -
featuring a rescue boat
plying dramatic, fake
waves - makes you really
appreciate the danger of
their job.

M= ps

The Drive ) Head west for the
10-mile drive to Hammond and
Fort Stevens State Park.

© Fort Stevens
State Park

Thousands of vessels
have been lost in the
Graveyard of the Pacific,
from war ships to barges
to freighters, and those
are just the ones on
record. There are likely
countless smaller craft
littering the ocean floor.
A few are still visible
occasionally at low tide,
but the easiest one to
spot is the Peter Iredale,
resting peacefully at
Hammond. The ship
was driven onto the
shore by rough seas

on October 25, 1906,

and the wreckage has
sat embedded in the
sand for over a century.
Today, kids have made

a jungle gym out of the
rusted skeleton and
families picnic and

build sandcastles on the
nearby sand at low tide.
(As a reassuring side
note, no lives were lost in
the shipwreck, so don’t
let the thought of ghostly
sailors dampen your fun.)



Eating & Sleeping

Westport @

,\0 Brady’s Oysters Seafood $
([2)800-572-3252; www.bradysoysters.com;
3714 Oyster PI E, Aberdeen; €39am-6pm) Stock
your coolers with a sailor’s snack of delicious
bivalve mollusks at this family-owned institution
just a few miles south of Westport (though
listed as Aberdeen). It's nothing fancy, but,
seriously, you won't care.

X Mermaid Deli Deli §
([21360-612-0435; 200 E Patterson; &311am-7pm;
sandwiches $7-15) Hot and cold sandwiches - 6in
or foot-long - plus a mean clam chowder make
this dependable stop-off a favorite among locals
and vacationers alike. Did we mention the full bar,
mermaid mural and live music?

Cape Disappointment & llwaco @

|2= North Head Lighthouse House $$$
([2)888-226-7688; parks.wa.gov/
vacationhouses/capedisappointment; Cape
Disappointment State Park; house $224) Play
lighthouse keeper in one of three comfortably
furnished keepers' residences; each residence
sleeps up to six people and comes with the
requisite lighthouse ghost lore.

2= Inn at Harbor Village Hotel $$
([21360-642-0087; www.innatharborvillage.com;
120 Williams Ave NE, llwaco; r $115-185; @) Thisis
the church, this is the steeple, open the doors and
see — your guest room? One of Washington's most
surprising accommodations is this refurbished
1928 Presbyterian church with nine lovely rooms.

Long Beach ©

N Depot Restaurant Seafood $$
([2)360-642-7880; 1208 38th PI, Seaview; mains
$20-29; & from 5pm Wed-Mon) Located in a
former train depot, this wildly popular place has
a selective menu that includes both seafood and
‘landfood, not to mention small plates.

Oysterville & Nahcotta @

,\"’ Bailey’s Bakery &

Café Bakery, Cafe $
(()1360-665-4449; 26910 Sandridge Rd,
Nahcotta; snacks from $3; €)9am-3pm Thu-
Mon) Sharing digs with Nahcotta post office,
this small nook serves locally roasted Long
Beach coffee and the lauded ‘thunder buns’:
currants, pecans, honey butter glaze and a
whole lot of bun.

|2= Moby Dick Hotel &

Oyster Farm Hotel $$
(()1360-665-4543; www.mobydickhotel.com;
25814 Sandridge Rd, Nahcotta; d incl breakfast
$90-150) Eclectic themes and bold colors
characterize the 10 well-appointed rooms in

this 1929 structure that once served as a Coast
Guard barracks. Added bonus: a substantial
three-course breakfast is included.
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Astoria @

1\0 Baked Alaska Northwestern $$$
(()503-325-7414; www.bakedak.com; 112th

St; dinner mains $18-24; &311am-10pm) One

of Astoria’s finest restaurants, Baked Alaska
sits right atop a pier on the water - views are
excellent. Lunch means 0.5lb gourmet burgers
and blackened sirloin salad, while dinner mains
range from grilled wild salmon to the 100z
rib-eye steak.

|2= Cannery Pier Hotel Hotel $$$
((2)503-325-4996; www.cannerypierhotel.com:;
10 Basin St; r $199-329) A former fish cannery,
this thoroughly modern hotel has luxurious
rooms, each one of which has a window seat
facing the Columbia River so you can watch the
boats floating by.
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San Juan Islands
Scenic Byway 4

More a float trip than a drive, this voyage will leave you
swearing that you've dropped off the edge of the American
continent and landed somewhere less clamorous.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

3 DAYS
136 MILES/220KM
.| Rosario Resort ~ Mt Constitution GREAT FOR...
Romantic Gilded Age 1~ The finest lookout on
mansion-turned-resort LSS the Washington coast @
| in picturesque island with sweeping

setting - archipelago views

“Eastsound i\

e N BEST TIME TO GO

>

April to September for
smooth sea journeys
and more common
whale sightings.

w
/4

_~  ESSENTIAL
@) rHoTo

View from top of Mt
Constitution on Orcas
Island.

BEST FOR
WILDLIFE

. Fantastic whale-
American Camp watching trips can be
Windswept interpretive site ized in Frid
that catalogs the infamous organizedin rricday
US-British ‘Pig War’ Harbor, San Juan Island.

Roche Harbor

Lovely marina with
interesting restaurants and
weird outdoor sculpture
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san juan © Anacortes

|S|aI1C|S Scenlc This voyage starts
at Anacortes Ferry
Byway Terminal (www.wsdot.

wa.gov/ferries; 2100 Ferry
Terminal Rd; adult/child/car

A thousand metaphoric miles from the urban $12.45/10/57.35; &7am-

. . 9pm), where you’ll board
disquiet of Puget Sound, the nebulous San Juan the ferry for Friday
archipelago conjures up Proustian flashbacks from Harbor. Drivers might

. end up waiting for hours
another era (the 1950s, perhaps?). Street crime in the busy summer

barely registers here, fast-food franchises are a monthS-)TWO ﬂtegnati‘/ﬁs
. oo are to: 1) spend the night

nasty mamland apparition, anq cars —those mpst in Anacortes and get to

essential of US travel accessories — are an optional the ferry early, or,

. . 2) park at the terminal
luxury on the three most easily reachable islands of and make the trip on foot

Orcas, Lopez and San Juan Island. or by bike.
L B / y.
— N { \ -~ :
& F“,.o}/ ® H - el
< o . Clark %
~ | Island
- - legﬁ?i ~ State Park
Stuart Island
@ Spieden
IIZla,nd
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Blakely @
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START/
ST - FINISH
L
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5 Island /
?Int State Park  Waghington
State Park ﬁ‘
\
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The Drive » If you're taking
your car, today's drive is limited
to sliding in slow motion onto
the ferry where you'll be packed
tightly in with several hundred
others. Don't stay put; rather
climb upstairs and enjoy

the journey (and it is a great
journey) from the passenger
lounge.

© Friday Harbor

After an 80-minute
ferry ride, you’ll land at
Friday Harbor, the San
Juans’ only real town
and a blueprint for the
archipelago as a whole,
where the worst kind of
hassle you’re likely to
face is a badly pitched
baseball. Restaurants,
shops and a couple of
YOUR

g TRIP

Chuckanut
Drive &
Whidbey Island

A short hop from
Anacortes, this

pastoral trip acts like a
decompression chamber
before re-entering metro
Puget Sound (p69).

LINK

Southern

Vancouver
Island Tour
Located a handful of
watery miles from
Vancouver Island, the
San Juans provide an
ideal opportunity to visit
Canada without crossing
the 49th parallel (p293).

interesting museums
embellish the settlement’s
diminutive grid.

San Juan Island has
the good fortune to be
right in the migration
path of three pods of
orcas (aka killer whales),
unimaginatively named
the J, K and L pods.

(Pod members’ names
aren’t much better: ‘K-

17, meet L-9.”) To learn
more about the island’s
unofficial mascots, stop
by the Whale Museum
(www.whale-museum.org; 62
First StN; adult/child $6/3;
&39am-6pm). To see the
real thing - a regional
highlight - hook up with
San Juan Excursions
([21360-378-6636; www.
watchwhales.com) who stand
by their boast: ‘see whales
or come again free.

X = pe7

The Drive » Navigation
on San Juan Island is a no-
brainer. Take Roche Harbor Rd
northwest out of Friday Harbor
as far as Sportsman Lake.

© San Juan
Vineyards

Washington’s most
westerly vineyard (www.
sanjuanvineyards.com; 3136
Roche Harbor Rd; &511am-
5pm) has a tasting room
adjacent to its on-site,
1896-vintage schoolhouse
3 miles northwest of
Friday Harbor. The
vineyard also has an
outlet in town. For

the real home-grown
stuff, you're looking at
Siegerrebe and Madeleine

Angevine varietals with
the occasional Pinot Noir
thrown in. They also
make wines using grapes
imported from East
Washington.

The Drive » Continue
northwest on Roche Harbor Rd.
At a T-junction with West Valley
Rd, turnright.

O Roche Harbor

A sublime rurally
inclined ‘resort,” Roche
Harbor is a scenic
mix of swanky yachts,
historic houses and
picnicking vacationers.
At the entrance gate sits
the eccentric Westcott
Bay Sculpture Park
(Westcott Dr & Roche Harbor
Rd; & dawn-dusk) where
you can wander among
more than 100 sculptures
scattered over 19 acres.
Half the fun is the sheer
variety; each was made
by a different artist, and
materials range from
aluminum to granite to
recovered redwood.
Around the corner,
Roche Harbor proper
has a lovely marina
packed with millionaire
boats and backed by the
historic buildings of the
lime-mining McMillan
clan, the oldest of which
dates from 1886. Explore
the manicured gardens,
browse the plush shops
or even play boules.
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The Drive ) Heading back
down the Roche Harbor Rd,

take the West Valley Rd south
at the first junction. Just past
the alpaca farm, turn right on
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Mitchell Bay Rd and then left on
West Side Rd which skirts the
lapping waters of Haro Strait.

© Lime Kiln Point
State Park

Clinging to the island’s
rocky west coast, this
beautiful park overlooks
the deep Haro Strait and
is one of the best places in
the world to view whales
from the shoreline. There
is a small interpretive
center in the park open
from Memorial Day to
Labor Day along with
trails, a restored lime kiln
and the landmark Lime
Kiln lighthouse built in
1919. Orca and minke
whale sightings are more
common in summer after
the June salmon run.
Offering exceptional views
of Vancouver Island and
the Olympic Mountains,
the park is best enjoyed at
sunset, camera poised.

The Drive ) West Side Rd
swings east and becomes Bailey
Hill Rd and Little Rd before
joining with Cattle Point Rd. Turn
right here toward the island’s
wild treeless southern tip.

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

O American Camp
On the southern flank of
the island, the American
Camp hosts a small
visitors center (admission
free; €8:30am-4:30pm Thu-
Sun Oct-May, daily Jun-Sep) and
is a good place to learn
about the islands’ history
and the infamous ‘Pig
‘War’ with Britain in 1859,
a military standoff ignited

@ AWYTY / NHONYA 5349

after an American settler
shot a pig belonging to a
homesteading Irishman
on San Juan Island. The
ensuing squabble led

to a border dispute and
near conflict between
Britain and the US.
Among the remnants

of an old fort are the
officers’ quarters and a
laundress’ house, while
a series of interpretive
trails lead to earthwork

fortifications, a British
farm from the dispute era
and desolate South Beach.
The 1.8-mile trail along
the ridge of Mt Finlayson
makes for a pleasant hike
with splendid views and
unlimited birdwatching
potential.

The Drive ) Head north on
Cattle Point Rd back to Friday
Harbor and catch an inter-island
ferry to Orcas Island. Here you'll
find a wilder, less manicured



landscape than on San Juan
Island, with the residents tucked
away down long gravel drives.
There’s not a lot to see or do
around the ferry landing so
head straight down Orcas Rd to
Eastsound.

@ Eastsound

Orcas Island is shaped
like a pair of saddlebags,
with the main town,
Eastsound, diplomatically

Moran State Park View over Rosario Strait from Mt Constitution

in the middle. From the
ferry landing, it’s just
over 8 miles through hilly
farmland to get there,
and that’s where you’ll
find most of the dining.
The town does shut down
early, though, so don’t
wait till you're hungry to
plan dinner.

Paddling around
the island gives you an
entirely different view of
things, and Shearwater

Adventures ([.2]360-376-
4699; www.shearwaterkayaks.
com; 138 North Beach Rd,
Eastsound; 3hr tour $69)
offers guided excursions
from the north side of
the island. Take anything
from a quick, one-hour
splash-about to an
all-day outing in their
hand-crafted, Aleut-style
kayaks.

X = pe7
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DETOUR:

SHAW ISLAND

Start: 0 Eastsound

The quietest and smallest of the four main San Juan
Islands, tranquil Shaw is famous for its restrictive
property laws and handsome Benedictine monastery.
Twelve ferries arrive here daily (car and driver $25.10
on westbound trips only; 15 minutes), but with only
one campsite offering just 12 overnight berths,
opportunities to linger are limited. For the curious,
Shaw is worth a slow spin on a mountain bike or

an afternoon of quiet contemplation on a pebbly
beach. History buffs can break the reverie at the
Shaw Island Historical Museum (Blind Bay Rd), while
perennial peace-seekers can find lazy solace on quiet
South Beach in Shaw Island County Park, a stop
and potential camping spot on the aquatic Cascadia
Marine Trail — doable on nonmotorized boats and
kayaks — that starts in southern Puget Sound.

The Drive ) East of
Eastsound, Olga Rd gives
access to the island’s eastern
saddlebag dominated by Moran
State Park.

© Moran State Park

Ex-Seattle mayor, Robert
Moran’s generous gift

to the island was Moran
State Park (Mountain Rd

& Olga Rd; €96:30am-dusk),
where over 5000 acres

of forest lie draped over
two mountains. On

a clear day, the view
from Mt Constitution is
incomparable; you can
see mountains, islands,
even Vancouver. Sadly, on
a foggy day, you can only
see the person standing
next to you. Thirty miles
of trails give you ample
opportunity to explore

on foot, but there’s also a
road straight to the top if
you have a ferry to catch.

,\"’ p67

The Drive ) Just after exiting
the park's northern gate a road
turns left to the Rosario Resort.

© Rosario Resort
Orcas’ resort is a refined
place unsullied by
modern clamor where
seaplanes dock, kayaks
launch and discerning
vacationers bask in

a heady kind of F

Scott Fitzgerald-style
romance. Its centerpiece
is the seafront Rosario
mansion built by former
shipbuilding magnate
Robert Moran in 1904
with 180 modern rooms
sprawled across the

surrounding grounds
along with a swimming
pool, tennis courts, a
marina and elaborately
tiled spa facilities. A
museum (Rosario Way;
&)9am-8pm) encased in

the mansion tells the life
and times of Moran, a
former Seattle mayor who
lived here from 1906 until
1938. Look out for the
ship memorabilia and the
huge custom-made organ.

< 1
X pe7
The Drive ) There's only one
way back to the ferry terminal -
the way you came! Inter-island

ferries leave five times daily for
Shaw and Lopez Islands.

@ Lopez Island

Lopez - or Slow-pez as
it’s sometimes known - is
the ultimate friendly isle
where local motorists give
strangers the ‘Lopezian
wave’ (two fingers raised
from the steering wheel)
and you can leave your
bike outside the village
store and it’ll still have
both wheels when you
return several hours later.
A leisurely pastoral spin
can be tackled in a day
with good overnight digs
available in the clustered
settlement that passes

for the main village. If
you arrive bike-less, call
up Lopez Bicycle Works
(www.lopezbicycleworks.

com; 2847 Fisherman Bay Rd;
&310am-6pm May-Sep) who
can deliver a bicycle to
the ferry terminal for you.

X = pe7



Eating & Sleeping

Friday Harbor @

N Market Chef Deli §
(225 A St; &310am-6pm Mon-Fri) Several hundred
locals can’t be wrong, can they? The chef's
specialty is deli sandwiches and very original
ones at that. Join the queue and watch them
prepare the goods with fresh, local ingredients.

|2= Earthbox

Motel & Spa Boutique Motel $$$
([2)360-378-4000; www.earthboxmotel.com;
410 Spring St; r from $177; (@) 28)) Reaching

out to retro-lovers, Earthbox styles itself as

a ‘boutique motel, a hybrid of simplicity and
sophistication that has taken a former motor
inn and embellished it with features more
commonly associated with a deluxe hotel.

Eastsound @

N Allium International $$$
([2)360-376-4904; www.alliumonorcas.com:;
310E Main St; dinner mains $30; €5-8pm Thu-
Mon, 10am-2pm & 5-8pm Sat & Sun) Orcas got a
destination restaurant in 2010 with the opening
of the illustrious Allium where the secret is very
simple: ‘'simplicity’ (local ingredients, limited
opening hours and only five mains on the menu).
The result: food worth visiting the island for.

X Passionate for Pies Pies $
(460 Main St; &)9am-6pm Wed-Sat & Mon,
11am-6pm Sun) You will be after visiting this
newish Eastsound nook offering savory (roasted
organic chicken) and sweet (coconut cream)
pies concocted on the premises.

|2= Outlook Inn Hotel $
([21360-376-2200; www.outlookinn.com; 171 Main
St, Eastsound; r with shared/private bath $79/99;
[%)) Eastsound village's oldest building (1888)
is anisland institution that has kept up with the
times by expanding into a small bayside complex.
Also on-site is the rather fancy New Leaf Café.

Moran State Park ©

,\"’ Cafe Olga

(11 Point Lawrence Rd, Olga; mains $9-11;
£39am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm Sat & Sun,
closed Wed Mar-Apr) Tucked inside a barn
alongside a crafts gallery 1.5 miles south

of Moran State Park, Olga specializes in
homemade pies and provides a sweet treat for
cyclists and hikers who've just conquered lofty
Mt Constitution.

Cafe $

Rosario Resort @

|2= Rosario Resort & Spa Resort $$
([21360-376-2222; www.rosarioresort.com;

1400 Rosario Rd; d/ste $129/179; [ @)[2¢]) A
magnificent seafront mansion built by former
shipbuilding magnate Robert Moran in 1904 and
now converted into an exquisite, upscale resort
and spa.

Lopez Island ®

N Bay Cafe Seafood $$$

(www.bay-cafe.com; 9 Old Post Rd; mains $15-
36) Lopez's one and only attempt at fine dining
offers romantic sunset views right on the water
with classic fish dishes, including Dungeness
crab and seafood tapas. Keeping it local are
island-raised beef and wine from the local
vineyard.

|2= Lopez Islander Resort Resort $$
((2)1360-468-2233; www.lopezfun.com; 2864
Fisherman Bay Rd; d from $120; (4 [2¢)) Next
to the marina just south of the village, this
midrange sprawler is Lopez's only resort. It

has a restaurant, gym and pool and offers free
parking in Anacortes (another incentive to

dump the car).
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Chuckanut Drive Trees frame
island-speckled water views



Chuckanut Drive
& Whidbey
Island 5

Veer off the congested interstate at Bellingham and you
quickly enter a parallel universe of sinuous back roads, tulip
fields and spectacular ribbons of coastal asphalt.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
1-2 DAYS

89 MILES/143KM
a2mies S
Deception Pass GREAT FOR...
u tedl d
e A

between Whidbey's alrhaven
gentle pastures

BEST TIME TO GO

Larrabee State Park March to June when
Washington's first ever ) )
state park offers fields of spring flowers
beachcombing and are in bloom.
hiking
- @ ESSENTIAL

PHOTO
La Conn_er The daffodil and
Small arts community tulip fields around La

in center of expansive

food-growing area Conner are the best

this side of Holland.

BEST FOR
FOOD
La Conner - food from
Ebey’s Landing Langley h C(i e| ) .OO d0
Rural history protected in armto plate inyards
the first historic reserve rather than miles.
in the US
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Chuckanut
Drive &
Whidbey Island

5

Short but very, very sweet, this winding sojourn
along Chuckanut Drive and through Whidbey Island
is the kind of dreamy pre-interstate era drive you
see in car commercials: sunlight through the trees,
glimpses of sparkling ocean and a dozen broccoli-
colored islands shimmering in the mid-distance.

If you've got a convertible, it's roof down time,
weather permitting, as you glide between oyster
restaurants, beaches and scenic state parks.

70

© Fairhaven

Of Bellingham’s four
original towns, Fairhaven
is the best preserved;

a four-square-block
historic district of
handsome red-bricked
Victorians testifies to
arich, if sometimes
rambunctious, past.
Today, the same buildings
harbor bookstores, cafes
and arty nooks - take a
look on our walking tour
(p140). Fairhaven is also
an important transport
nexus, and home of
Bellingham’s Amtrak
station and ferry terminal
with regular ferries up
the Inside Passage to
Alaska (p327).

X = prs

The Drive 2 The thrill of
Chuckanut Drive is that you
don't have to wait long for its
beauty to unfold. Vistas open
out immediately south of
Fairhaven where homes hug
million-dollar lots high above
Puget Sound. Cut into the cliff,
the road winds spectacularly
through trees that frame island-
speckled water views. Paralleling
it on the right is the railway.

@ Larrabee State
Park

At the southern end of
the Interurban Trail
(p74), just 6 miles
south of Fairhaven,

sits Larrabee State
Park (www.parks.wa.gov;
Chuckanut Dr; & dawn-dusk;
[##), a square chunk of
emerald green forest

that spills into the bay
at popular Clayton
Beach and Wildcat Cove.
Poking around in the
tide pools or hiking up
to Fragrance Lake Trail
(5.1 miles return) are the
most popular activities,
though the trails can be
crowded at weekends.

The Drive » Chuckanut’s
precipitous topography
continues for a few miles
after Larrabee. Then, with
dramatic suddenness, the
landscape opens out into the
flat agricultural pastures of
the Skagit River Valley. Pass
the Oyster Bar and Chuckanut
Manor (both on the right) and
you'll arrive at Bow Hill Rd, the
first main intersection since
Fairhaven.

©® Bow & Samish
Bay
As you continue the drive
south several pullouts
lure you with fine views
over Samish Bay as they
explain the history of
the road and its oyster
industry. Oysters adore
the brackish waters
of the bay and nearby
Taylor Shellfish Farms
(www.taylorshellfish.com:; 2182
Chuckanut Dr, Bow; €9am-
6pm) has been hand
harvesting and shucking
1800 acres of seabed here
since the 1880s. Staff can
lead you through oyster
etiquette as you learn
to differentiate between
a buttery Shigoku or a
creamy Kumamoto.

Both Taylor and nearby
Blau, across the bay on
Samish Island, deliver
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their freshest catch to

a pair of Chuckanut
Drive restaurants that
between them boast the
region’s most hypnotic
views, the Oyster

Bar (www.theoysterbar.

net; 2578 Chuckanut Dr;
911:30am-10pm) and
Chuckanut Manor (www.
chuckanutmanor.com; 3056
Chuckanut Dr; & lunch &
dinner Tue-Sun).

South of Blanchard
Mountain, Bow junction
holds a few surprises,
including the gourmet
Goudas (and other treats)
of Samish Bay Cheese
(www.samishbaycheese.
com; 15115 Bow Hill Rd, Bow;
&310am-4pm Mon-Fri, noon-
4pm Sat & Sun), available for
tasting at their tiny store.

The Drive ) Back at the
Bow Hill Rd-Chuckanut Drive
intersection take the W Bow

Q Eh
0 YOUR
TRIP
San Juan Islands
Scenic Byway
The San Juan archipelago
is never out of view as you
breeze down Chuckanut
Drive and across Whidbey

Island, begging you to visit
(p61).

Cascade Drive

Bisected by SR-20,
Whidbey Island, though
physically flat, is actually
part of the official Cascade
drive. Join it in Burlington
(p77).
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Hill Rd through the pinprick
community of Edison whose
artisan bread store and Tweets
Café merit a quick stopover.
Continue south on the ruler-
straight Farm to Market Rd

to busy SR-20 which you join
briefly heading west before
turning left onto the La Conner-
Whitney Rd.

O La Conner

Celebrated for its tulips,
wild turkeys, erudite
writer’s colony, and
(among other culinary
treats) soccer ball-
sized cinnamon buns;
La Conner’s myriad
attractions verge on the
esoteric. Jammed with
gift shops and classy
B&Bs, it also has three
decent museums; the
best is the Museum of
Northwest Art (www.
museumofnwart.org; 121

S Ist St; admission $5;
10am-5pm Tue-Sun). The
zenith of La Conner’s
cultural calendar is the
annual Tulip Festival
when the surrounding
fields are embellished
with a colorful carpet
of daffodils (March),
tulips (April) and irises
(May). To see the flowers
in all their artistic glory
detour a few miles to
the Roosengaarde
Display Garden (www.
roosengaarde.com; 15867
Beaver Marsh Rd, Mt Vernon;
admission $5; €39am-6pm
Mon-Sat, 11am-4pm Sun)
halfway between La
Conner and Mt Vernon.
This renowned 3-acre
garden plants 250,000

tulip bulbs annually
and, with Mt Baker

and a Dutch-inspired
windmill glimmering in
the background, photo
opportunities abound.
Bring a camera!

X= s

The Drive ) Retrace your tire
tracks north to SR-20 and turn
left with the Anacortes traffic
toward the San Juan Islands
ferry terminal. After crossing
the Swinomish Channel turn left
on SR-20 following signage to
Whidbey Island. Although you
probably don't realize it, you're
now on Fidalgo Island, separated
from the mainland by a narrow
sea channel.

© Deception Pass
Emerging from the flat
pastures of Fidalgo
Island, Deception

Pass leaps out like a,
mini Grand Canyon,

its precipitous cliffs
overlooked by a famous
bridge made all the more
dramatic by the sight

of the churning, angry
water below. The bridge
consists of two steel
arches that span Canoe
Pass and Deception Pass,
with a central support
on Pass Island between
the two. Visitors to the
5.5-sq-mile Deception
Pass State Park (41229

N State Hwy 20) usually
introduce themselves to
the spectacular land and
seascape by parking at
the shoulders on either
end and walking across
the bridge. Built during
the 1930s by the Civilian

© AWYTY / TTIHOLIN avus

Conservation Corps, the
bridge was considered
an engineering feat in
its day.

Besides the dramatic
bridge overviews, the
park’s attractions
include over 15 miles of
saltwater shoreline and
27 miles of forest trails.
Deception Pass Tours
(www.deceptionpasstours.com;
adult/child $25/21) organizes



jet boat tours through the
turbulent waters daily.

The Drive » The rugged
terrain of Deception Pass
disappears almost as soon

as it materialized and you're
soon in the pastoral fields that
characterize Whidbey Island.
After passing the entrance to
the Naval Air station on your
right, you'll skirt the rather ugly
mall infestations of Oak Harbor.
Traffic lights will slow your
progress here. Keep on SR-20 to
Penn Cove.

Deception Pass Bridge Walk across and enter a spectacular land and seascape

O Ebey’s Landing

The nation’s first
national historic
reserve, listed in

1978, was created

in order to preserve
Whidbey Island’s
historical heritage
from the encroaching
urbanization that had
already partly engulfed

Oak Harbor. Still 90%
privately owned, Ebey’s
Landing (admission free;
€36:30am-10pm Apr 1-Oct
15) comprises 17,400
acres encompassing
working farms, four
historic blockhouses,
two state parks and
the small historic town
of Coupeville. A series
of interpretive boards
shows visitors how the
patterns of croplands,
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INTERURBAN TRAIL

For a break from the car, you can join Bellingham's
fleece-wearing weekend warriors and savor a

bit of Chuckanut Drive by bike along the 6-mile
Interurban Trail, a deliciously flat former electric
trolley bed that parallels the tarmac past deep
forest and lovely views of Chuckanut Bay to
Larrabee State Park. Fairhaven Bike & Ski (www.
fairhavenbike.com; 1103 11th St, Fairhaven; €39:30am-7pm
Mon-Thu, 9:30am-8pm Fri, 10am-6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun)
will set you up with a bike ($24; four hours) for the

easy two-hour ride.

woods and even roads
reflect the activities of
those who have peopled
this scenic landscape,
from its earliest
indigenous inhabitants
to 19th-century settlers.

The museum in
Coupeville distributes a
brochure on suggested
driving and cycling tours
through the reserve.
Highly recommended is
the 3.6-mile Bluff Trail
that starts from a small
parking area at the end
of Ebey Rd. The energetic
can walk or cycle here 2.5
miles from Coupeville,
thus crossing the island
at one of its narrowest
points.

The Drive » Veer off SR-20
just past Penn Cove to visit
Coupeville.

@ Coupeville
Tiny Coupeville is
Whidbey Island
personified: fresh

mussels and clams,
old-world B&Bs, historic
clapboard shop-fronts,
and instant access to

a National Historical
Reserve. Call in at the
Island County Historical
Society Museum (908

NW Alexander St; admission
$3; &510am-5pm May-Sep,
10am-4pm Fri-Mon Oct-Apr)
for the lowdown on
Washington state’s
second-oldest settlement
(founded in 1852) and
walking tour maps of the
town’s handsome vintage
homes.

X = prs

The Drive » SR-20 veers right
at the southern end of Ebey’s
Landing toward the Keystone
Ferry and Fort Casey State Park.
The latter was once part of an
early 1900s military defense
system and is worth visiting

for its old cement batteries,
underground tunnels and
lighthouse. Otherwise continue
south on SR-525 through
Freeland to Bayview where you
take a left for Langley.

© Langley

Langley, like Coupeville,
is a small seafront
community that is little
changed since the late
19th century. Encased in
an attractive historical
center lie small cafes,
antique furniture shops,
funky clothes boutiques
and a couple of decent
B&Bs. While there’s
little to do here activity-
wise, Langley provides
a perfect antidote to

the hustle and bustle of
nearby Seattle and is a
great place to relax and
unwind, after numerous
hours packed bumper to
bumper on I-5.

Langley is 8 miles
north of Clinton and the
20-minute ferry service
from Mukilteo (www.
wsdot.com/ferries; adult/
child/car $4.65/3.75/9.75),
making this the closest
of the Whidbey Island
communities to the
urban areas of northern
Seattle.

X p75



Eating & Sleeping

Fairhaven @

,\0 Colophon Cafe International $
(www.colophoncafe.com; 1208 11th St, Fairhaven;
mains $7-10) Linked with Fairhaven's famous
literary haven, Village Books, the Colophon

is a multiethnic eatery for people who like to
combine their paninis with Proust. Renowned
for its African peanut soup and chocolate
brandy cream pies, the cafe has indoor seating
along with an outside wine garden and is ever-
popular with the local literati.

|2= Fairhaven Village Inn Hotel $$$
([2)360-733-1311; www.fairhavenvillageinn.com;
1200 10th St; r with bay/park view $179/199;
[%)(%)) Downtown Bellingham lacks a decent
number of well-appointed independent hotels,
but one good alternative option is this prime
place in genteel Fairhaven. Well in keeping with
the vintage tone of the historic district, the
Village Inn is a class above the standard motel
fare, with prices to match.

La Conner @

,\0 Seeds

Bistro & Bar Modern American $$$
([2)1360-466-3280; www.seedsbistro.com; 623
Morris St; mains $18-25) Situated in the old
Tillinghurst Seed building, Seeds Bistro offers
that rare combo of classy food and brunch-cafe-
style friendliness. The key lies in harnessing the
fresh flavors of the surrounding farmland and
mixing it with equally fresh fish plucked from the
nearby ocean. The result: unparalleled ling cod
and off-the-ratings-scale crab cakes.

|2= Heron Inn B&B $$
([2)360-399-1074; www.theheroninn.com; 117
Maple Ave; r $99-180; [# (%)(s#)) Under new
management and all the better for it, the Heron
has jumped back into the fray with La Conner’s
B&B big guns and landed on its feet. Above-and-
beyond service is propped up by its onsite spa,
French toast breakfast, and inclusive kids-are-
welcome policy.

Coupeville @

N cChristopher’s Modern American $$$
([21360-678-5480; www.christopherson
whidbey.com; 103 NW Coveland St; mains
$17-26) Go where the locals go and bring a

good appetite. Christopher’s does exciting and
creative modern cooking in huge portions. The
mussels and clams are the best in town and the
seafood alfredo pasta is wonderfully rich. Then
there are the desserts — anyone for chocolate
mousse?

|2= Captain Whidbey Inn Inn $$
([21360-678-4097; www.captainwhidbey.com;
2072 W Captain Whidbey Inn Rd; d incl breakfast
$103, cabins $175, cottages $230) They don't
come any more outlandish than this. The
Captain Whidbey is a 1907 inn built entirely
out of rust-colored madrone (arbutus) wood.
With its low ceilings, creaky floors and cozy
lounge strewn with faded copies of National
Geographic, it feels more like something out of
amedieval forest than a 21st-century tourist
island.
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Langley ©

N cafe Langley Mediterranean $$
(www.cafelangley.com; 113 1st St; mains $16-20)
Ah, at last: some choice Mediterranean cuisine;
with a few deft Northwest seafood infusions

(eg mussels) thrown in for good measure.
There are some amazing lamb options here,

an Andalucian steak, Italian pasta, Greek
moussaka and a memorable baklava for
dessert. Delicioso!
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Cascade Drive

Rugged and inaccessible for half the year, this brawny

mountain drive is etched with the kind of monumental,
Alaskan-style beauty that once inspired Jack Kerouac.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

R 7
Y )

) 4z 4

4 .

7

€ ring natural
view of a manmade
S reservoir

\

Steven's
Pass

924 Leavenworth

Bavarian ‘theme' town
blessed with an authentic
alpine backdrop

Rainy Pass
Towering, seasonably
accessible road amid
saw-toothed Cascade

peaks

helan

Sun Mountain Lodge
Simply the best place

to stay in Washington

state, period

4-5 DAYS
350 MILES/563KM

GREAT FOR...

"

BEST TIME TO GO

June to September
when all roads

are snow-free and
passable.

— ESSENTIAL
PHOTO
View from the Sun
Mountain Lodge over
the Methow Valley.

BEST FOR
HIKING
The Maple Pass Loop
Trail from Rainy Pass.



Nature defies modern engineering in the North Cascades where high-altitude
roads succumb to winter snow storms, and the names of the mountains —
Mt Terror, Mt Fury, Forbidden Peak — whisper forebodingly. Less scary are

the scattered settlements, small towns with esoteric distractions such as
Bavarian Leavenworth and ‘Wild West’ Winthrop. Fill up the tank, put on your
favorite Springsteen track and prepare for one of the rides of your life.
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© Everett

This drive incorporates
four-fifths of the popular
‘Cascade Loop.” You can
complete the other fifth
by taking in the second
half of Trip 5 through
Whidbey Island. There’s
not much to detain you
in Everett, the route’s
starting point 30 miles
north of Seattle. It’s
known mainly for its
Boeing connections

and as the genesis for
countless Seattle-region
traffic jams. Head
directly east and don’t
stop until Steven’s Pass.
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The Drive ) The starting
point of US-2, a 2579-mile cross-
continental road that terminates
in Maine, is in Everett. Crossing
I-5, the route, which parallels
the Great Northern Railway and
Skykomish River for much of its
journey, passes the small towns
of Startup, Sultan and Index,
climbing toward Steven'’s Pass.
If you're thirsty, stop at one of
the ubiquitous drive-through
espresso huts en route.

© Steven’s Pass

Accessible year round
thanks to its day-use ski

Pacific Crest Trail also
crosses the highway here.
Tempted?

The Drive »» From Steven's
Pass the descent begins
immediately with subtle
changes in the vegetation; the
cedars and hemlocks of the
western slopes are gradually
replaced with pine, larch and
spruce. The road threads
through the steep-sided
Tumwater canyon alongside
the turbulent Wenatchee River.
Suddenly, German-style houses
start to appear against an eerily
familiar alpine backdrop.

area (www.stevenspass.com), TRIP HIGHLIGHT

Steven’s Pass was only
‘discovered’ by white
settlers as recently as
1890. Despite its lofty
vantage - at 4045ft it is
over 1000ft higher than
Snoqualmie Pass -

the Great Northern
railroad chose it for
their cross-cascade
route. Notwithstanding,
you won’t see any train
tracks here. Instead,
the railway burrows
underneath the pass

via North America’s
longest rail tunnel (7.8
miles). The long-distance

Chuckanut Drive
& Whidbey Island

© Leavenworth
Blink hard and rub
your eyes. This isn’t
some strange Germanic
hallucination. This is
Leavenworth, a former
lumber town that
underwent a Bavarian
makeover in the 1960s
after the re-routing of
the cross-continental
railway threatened to
put it permanently out
of business. Swapping
loggers for tourists,
Leavenworth today has
successfully reinvented

Mt Baker & Lummi
Island

For more mountain

For a complete break from
the mountain madness,
veer north in Burlington to
Bellingham and sample the
coastal and pastoral joys of
Puget Sound (p69).

Park /
] f
/ )
M " Lenore (‘/
A Lake | N
b N . a
Soap Lake/o
7 /
_~— Ephratae -

madness, head north to
Bellingham and then head
back inland into another
North Cascadian wilderness

(p113).
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itself as a traditional
Romantische Strasse
village, right down to
the beer and sausages.
The Sound of Music-style
setting helps, as does the
fact that Leavenworth
serves as the main
activity center for sorties
into the nearby Alpine
Lakes Wilderness and
Wenatchee National
Forest.

A surreal stroll
through the gabled alpine
houses of Leavenworth’s
Front St with its dirndl-
wearing waitresses,
wandering accordionists
and European cheese-
mongers is one of
Washington state’s
oddest, but most
endearing experiences —
see it on our walking tour
(p142). For whitewater
rafting trips, call by
Osprey Rafting Co (www.
ospreyrafting.com; 4342 Icicle
Rd)who offer excursions
from $78.

M= pss

The Drive ) The 22 miles
between Leavenworth and
Wenatchee highlight one of the
most abrupt scenery changes
in the state. One minute you're
in quasi-Bavaria surrounded
by crenellated alpine peaks,
the next you're in a sprawled
couldn't-be-anywhere-but-
America town amid bald hills
and a Nile-like river valley. East
of Leavenworth US-2 shares the
road briefly with US-97.

O Wenatchee

Fruit stands start
peppering the highway
soon after you leave
Leavenworth, paving
your entry into
Wenatchee, the self-
proclaimed - and who’s
arguing? - Apple Capital
of the World. Something
of an ugly sister after
cute Leavenworth,
Wenatchee’s a place

to go local and taste

the apples from the
nearby orchards before
swinging north. The
best fruit stands
enliven Hwy 2/97 on the
way to Chelan. As an
overture to your tasting
experience, check out
the Washington Apple
Commission Visitors
Center ([2)509-663-9600;
www.bestapples.com; 2900
Euclid Ave; €8am-5pm
Mon-Fri, plus 9am-5pm Sat,
10am-4pm Sun May-Dec) on
the way into town where
you can bone up on the
relative merits of a Gala
versus a Braeburn over a
surprisingly interesting
video.

The Drive ) Hwy 2/97 plies
the east side of the Columbia
River between Wenatchee and
Chelan. This is one of the best
places to ‘shop’at impromptu
seasonal fruit outlets run by
enterprising local farmers
who haul their freshly plucked
produce from the nearby
fields and orchards to sell
roadside from semi-permanent
stores, carts or just plain old
boxes.

© Chelan

Lake Chelan shelters
some of the nation’s
cleanest water and has
consequently become one
of Washington’s premier
water recreation areas.
Not surprisingly, the
place is cheek-to-jowl in
summer, with all number
of speedboats, jet-skis and
power-craft battling it
out for their own private
slice of water. To avoid
any high-speed collisions,
try renting a kayak from
Lake Rider Sports (www.
lakeridersports.com; Lakeshore
Waterfront Park, W Manson
Hwy; single/double per day
$50/70) and paddling

up the lake to see some
undiluted Cascadian
nature at first hand.

There are public
beaches at Lakeside
Park, near the west side
of Chelan town, and
at Lake Chelan State
Park, 9 miles west on S
Lakeshore Rd.

If you have kids, don’t
even think they’ll let you
sneak past Slidewaters
Water Park (www.
slidewaters.com; 102 Waterslide
Dr; day pass adult/child $18/15;
£310am-7pm May-Sep: ##]) on
a hill above the Lady of
the Lake boat dock.

The Drive » Rejoin US-97

and follow it north through the
grand coulees of the Columbia
River Valley to the small town

of Pateros. From here SR-153

aka the Methow Hwy tracks the
younger, faster-flowing Methow
River north to Twisp. At a junction
with US-20 turn left, and continue
on the highway into Winthrop.



O Winthrop

Winthrop is - along with
Leavenworth - one of
two themed towns on
this Cascade Drive. Once
a struggling mining
community, it avoided
‘ghost town’ status in
the 1960s when it was
madeover to look like a
cowboy settlement out of
the Wild West. Although
on paper it sounds more
like corny Hollywood
than Gun Fight at the OK
Corral, the Gary Cooper
touches are surprisingly
authentic. Winthrop’s
High Noon shopfronts
hide a genuine frontier
spirit (the road ends in
winter not far beyond
here), and hide some
fantastic eating places
and accommodations.
The facades of
downtown Winthrop
are so realistic it’s easy
to miss the collection
of homesteader cabins
that make up the
Shafer Museum (285
Castle Ave; admission by
donation; €310am-5pm
May-Sep). But best of all
is the unmissable Sun
Mountain Lodge (www.
sunmountainlodge.com), a
sporting and relaxation
dreamscape 10 miles out
of town overlooking the
valley.

X |z= pss

The Drive 2> SR-20 out of
Winthrop enters the most
bucolic and endearing stretch of
the Methow Valley whose broad

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE:
METHOW VALLEY

TRAILS

The Methow's combination of powdery winter snow
and abundant summer sunshine has transformed
the valley into one of Washington's primary
recreation areas. You can bike, hike and fish in the
summer, and cross-country ski on the second-
biggest snow-trail network in the US in the winter.
The 125 miles of trails are maintained by a nonprofit
organization, the Methow Valley Sport Trails
Association (MVSTA; www.mvsta.com), and in the winter
it provides the most comprehensive network of hut-
to-hut (and hotel-to-hotel) skiing in North America.

valley floor scattered with farms
gives little hint of the jagged
wilderness that lies beyond. If
you thought Winthrop was small,
don't blink in Mazama, a small
cluster of wooden buildings
reminiscent of a gunslinger
movie.

© Mazama

The last outpost before
the raw, desolate,
occasionally terrifying
North Cascades,
Mazama’s half-dozen
wooden abodes sit at

the western end of the
Methow Valley. Fuel

up on brownies at the
Mazama Store (50 Lost
River Rd; &7am-6pm Sun-Thu,
to7pm Fri& Sat), aka The
Goat, an espresso bar for
outdoorsy locals, but also
a great place to pick up
trail tips.

The Drive » You'll be working
through your gears soon after
leaving Mazama as the North
Cascade Mountains start to
close in. This part of US-20 is
unlike any other trans-Cascade
road. Not only is the scenery

more spectacular, but the road
itself is a major engineering feat.
Only completed in 1972, it still
remains closed November to
May due to snow blockage.

© Washington &
Rainy Passes

Venture less than

100yd from your car at
the Washington Pass
overlook (5477ft) and
you’ll be rewarded with
fine views of the towering
Liberty Bell and its Early
Winter Spires, while the
highway drops below
you in ribbonlike loops.
By the time the highway
reaches Rainy Pass
(5875ft) a couple of miles
further west, the air has
chilled and you’re well
into the high country, a
hop and a skip from the
drive’s highest hiking
trails. The 6.2-mile
Maple Pass Loop Trail

is a favorite, climbing
2150ft to aerial views
over jewel-like Lake
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LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
ARLENE WAGNER,
CURATOR,
NUTCRACKER
MUSEUM (P142)

Leavenworth is the most authentic
German-flavored town in the US.
The Bavarian theme was laid out in
the 1960s and many German people
came to live here later on. For
souvenirs look for German clocks,
German smokers (wood-carved
incense burners), candle pyramids
(ornate models where candle-heat
turns a fan to rotate figurines and
images) and nutcrackers. The
Nutcracker Museum exhibits over
6000 nutcrackers, the oldest dating
from 200 BC.




2 Ann. The epic Pacific

§ Crest Trail also crosses

7 Hwy 20 nearby, so keep

§ an eye open for wide-

< eyed and bushy-bearded
through-hikers popping
out of the undergrowth.
Perhaps the best choice
to shake the crowds is
the excellent climb up
to Easy Pass (7.4 miles
return), hardly ‘easy,
but offering spectacular
views of Mt Logan and
the Fisher Basin below.

The Drive » Surrounded
by Gothic peaks, the North
Cascades Scenic Hwy makes
a big swing north shadowing
Granite Creek and then Ruby
Creek where it swings back
west and enters the Ross Lake
National Recreation Area near
Ruby Arm.

© Ross & Diablo
Lakes

¢ The odd thing about

% much of the landscape

; on this trip is that it’s

Z unnatural, born from

° the construction of
three huge dams that
still supply Seattle with
much of its electricity.
The wilderness that
surrounds it, however,
is the rawest you'll get
outside Alaska. Ross
Lake was formed in the
1930s after the building
of the eponymous dam. It
stretches north 23 miles
into Canada. Soon after
the Ross Lake overlook a
path leads from the road
to the dam. You’ll see the
unique Ross Lake Resort
floating on the other side.
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A classic photo op
comes a couple of miles
later at the Diablo
Lake overlook. The
turquoise lake is the
most popular part of the
park, offering beaches,
gorgeous views and a
boat launch at Colonial
Creek campground, with
nearby hikes to Thunder
Knob (3.6 miles return)
and Thunder Creek.

2= pss

The Drive » From Diablo head
west alongside the sinuous Gorge
Reservoir on US-20. Pass through
Newhalem (where you can stop
at the North Cascades National
Park Visitor Center). As the valley
opens out and the damp west
coast air drifts in from the Pacific,
you'll enter Marblemount.

@ Marblemount

Blink and you’ll miss the
town of Marblemount,
but the thought of buffalo
burgers may entice you
to pull over at the Buffalo
Run Restaurant (60084
Hwy 20; lunch $7-9, mains
$15-20: € closed Wed: [#)),
the first (or last) decent
restaurant for miles and
a friendly one at that, as
long as you don’t mind
being greeted by the sight
of several decoratively
draped animal skins

and a huge buffalo head
mounted on the wall.

2= pss

KEROUAC AND THE VOID

A turnout at milepost 135 on US-20 offers the drive’s
only roadside views of Desolation Peak. The peak’s
lookout tower was famously home to Zen-influenced
Beat writer Jack Kerouac who, in 1956, spent 63
days here in splendid isolation, honing his evolving
Buddhist philosophy, raging at ‘The Void' of nearby
Hozomeen Mountain (also visible from the turnout)
and penning drafts of Desolation Angels. It was the
last time Kerouac would enjoy such anonymity; the
following year saw the publication of On the Road,
and his propulsion to the status of literary icon.

The Drive ) The Skagit

River remains your constant
companion as you motor the

8 miles from Marblemount to
equally diminutive Rockport.
Look out for rafters, floaters and
bald eagles.

@ Rockport

As the valley widens
further you’ll touchdown
in Rockport where the
miragelike appearance of
an Indonesian-style Batak
hut, aka the Cascadian
Home Farm ([J]360-853-
8173; Mile Post 100, Hwy
20; & May-Oct; [+#]), begs
you to stop for organic
strawberries, delicious
fruit shakes and lifesaving
espresso, which you can
slurp down on a short self-
guided tour of the farm.
Nearby, a 10-mile
stretch of the Skagit River
is a wintering ground for
over 600 bald eagles who
come here from November
to early March to feast
on spawning salmon.
January is the best time
to view them, ideally
on a winter float trip

with Skagit River Guide
Service (www.ackerlunds.
com; Mount Vernon), whose
boats use propane heat
and are equipped with
comfy cushioned seats.
Three-hour trips run
early November to mid-
February and cost $65.

The Drive » From Rockport
head west on US-20 through
the Cascade Mountain foothills
and the ever-broadening Skagit
River Valley to the small city of
Burlington that sits just east of
busy Interstate-5.

@ Burlington

The drive’s end,
popularly known as the
‘Hub City’, is not a ‘sight’
in itself (unless you like
looking at shopping
malls), although the
settlement’s location

in the heart of the
Skagit River Valley
means its acts as a hub
for numerous nearby
attractions including the
tulip fields of La Conner,
Chuckanut Drive (which
officially ends here) and
the San Juan Islands.



Eating & Sleeping

Leavenworth ©

N Pavz Cafe Bistro European $$

(www.pavzcafe.com; 833 Front St; mains $15-
25) The first culinary rule in Leavenworth is:
don’t assume you have to dine on bratwurst.
Pavz, nestled underneath the timbered
gables of Front St, justifies its bistro tag with
its signature crepes (savory and sweet) and
some outstanding Mediterranean dishes with
anorthwestern twist. The scallops with pesto-
doused angel hair pasta are a highlight.

2= Enzian Inn Hotel $$
([2)509-548-5269; www.enzianinn.com; 590
Hwy 2; d/ste $155/255; (P][@)[2]) Most hotels
get by on one quirk, but the Enzian broadcasts
at least a half-dozen, the most obscure of which
is the sight of long-term owner, Bob Johnson,
giving a morning blast on his famous alphorn
before breakfast. If this doesn’t grab you, look
out for the free putting green, swimming pools,
or the nightly pianist in the lobby.

Winthrop @

2 Duck Brand Cantina Mexican $$
(www.methownet.com/duck; 248 Riverside Ave;
mains $7-15) No standard Mexican restaurant,
the ‘Duck’ nonetheless serves quesadillas,
enchiladas and tacos that could roast the socks
off any authentic Monterey diner. Closer to home,
the Wild West saloon-style cantina churns out
amean American breakfast. In the winter the
hearty porridge will keep you skiing all day.

|2= Sun Mountain Lodge Hotel $$$
([2)509-996-2211; www.sunmountainlodge.
com; lodge r $235-460, cabin $385-595;
[3%)(%)[22) [s#]) Without a doubt one of the best

places to stay in Washington, the Sun Mountain
Lodge benefits from its incomparable natural
setting perched like an eagle's nest high above
the Methow Valley. Inside, the lodge and its
assorted cabins manage to provide luxury
without pretension, while the adjacent trail
network could keep a hyperactive hiker/biker/
skier occupied for weeks.

Ross & Diahlo Lakes ©

2= Ross Lake Resort Cabins $$

([2206-386-4437; www.rosslakeresort.com;
dcabin $150, g cabin $216; & mid-Jun-0Oct)

The floating cabins at this secluded resort on
Ross Lake were built in the 1930s for loggers.
There's no road in — guests can either hike the
2-mile trail from Hwy 20 or take the resort’s
tugboat-taxi-and-truck shuttle from the parking
area near Diablo Dam. Cabins vary in size and
facilities, but all feature electricity, plumbing
and kitchenettes. Bring food.

Marblemount @

|2= Buffalo Run Inn Motel $
((2)1360-873-2103; www.buffaloruninn.com:;
58179 Hwy 20; shared/private bath $59/89;
[[%)) Situated on a sharp bend on Hwy

20, the buffalo doesn’t look much from the
outside. But within its wooden walls is a clean,
scrubbed mix of modern motel (kitchenettes,
TVs and comfy beds) and backcountry cabin
(kitschy bear and buffalo paraphernalia). Five
of the 15 rooms share baths and a sitting area
upstairs. The Buffalo Run Restaurant is across
the road.
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Mt Rainier
Scenic Byways

J/

Emblazoned on every Washington license plate and visible
throughout the westem state, Rainier is the contiguous USA’s
fifth-highest peak and, arguably, its most awe-inspiring.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

—eTm

Sunrise
Flower meadows

) START/ extraordinaire with
Y W3 FINISH four Cascadian
S - volcanoes as backdrop
 Seattle@
Ly oMl

——&Im

Tipsoo Lake

Glorious triumvirate of
alpine lake, Rainier
view and high
mountain pass

Sig

Nisqually

Entrance
Qe White
Pass
Packwood

Longmire Paradise
Pitch into the woods in A national park inn and
Rainier's forested visitors center amid
lowland nexus high-altitude trails

2-3 DAYS
354 MILES/570KM

GREAT FOR...

hilt

BEST TIME TO GO
June to October when

fabulous alpine flower
meadows are in bloom.

a ESSENTIAL
@) rHoTo
Rainier's snow-topped
summit reflected in the
appropriately named
Reflection Lakes.

BEST FOR

ALPINE
MEADOWS
Atoss-up between
Paradise and Sunrise,
which wins by a point.

87



. . © Seattle
Mt Ra I n I er Seattle is an appropriate

S c e n i c Byways place to start this epic

circuit around what
locals refer to reverently
as ‘the Mountain.” On

Wrapped in a 368-sq-mile national park, and our walking tour (p138),
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The Drive ) Getting out of
Seattle and its suburbs is a
means to an end and there is
little to delay you until the small
town of Ashford. Drive south on
I-5 to exit 154A, then east on
[-405, and south again on SR-
167 and SR-161. Just southwest
of Eatonville, SR-161 merges
with SR-7; follow this road into
Elbe on the cusp of the national
park.

© Elbe

The pinprick settlement
of Elbe (population

29) has two claims to
fame: its tiny white
Lutheran church built
by German immigrants
in 1906 (and positively
ancient by Pacific
Northwest standards),
and the heritage Mt
Rainier Scenic Railroad

([71360-492-5588; www.
YOUR

9 TRIP

Mt St Helens

Volcano Trail
Alogical link and an easy
one given the proximity
of the two mountains —
Packwood, near Rainier’s
Ohanapecosh entrance,
serves both drives (p97).

LINK

Mountains

to Sound
Greenway
Seattle is the finish point
of this roller-coaster
drive, which is equally
spectacular if done in
reverse (p35).

mrsr.com; 54124 Mountain
Hwy E; adult/child $21/16)
that runs summer steam
trains between Elbe

and Mineral (7 miles
south). Trips depart
three times daily from
May to September. Aping
the railway theme is

the Hobo Inn & Diner
(www.rrdiner.com; 54106
Mountain Hwy E; r $115),
whose restaurant, bar
and rooms all inhabit
vintage, but lovingly
tended, cabooses (train
carriages).

The Drive » From Elbe take
SR-706 (the National Park Hwy)
due east to Ashford.

© Ashford

Situated a couple of
miles outside the busy
Nisqually entrance,
Ashford is the national
park’s main service
center with some
medium-ranking
accommodations, an info
center and Whitaker’s
Bunkhouse, a hostel-cafe
conceived by legendary
local mountaineer Lou
Whitaker in the early
1990s. It would be heresy
to leave town without
popping inside for an
espresso before grabbing
brunch (or lunch) down
the road at the Copper
Creek Inn, where the
wild blackberry pies
have fuelled many a
successful summit
attempt.

X = pos

The Drive » Just east of
Ashford on SR-706 you'll
encounter the park entrance
gate.

O Nisqually
Entrance

The southwestern
Nisqually entrance
(named for the nearby
river, which in turn

is named after a local
Native American tribe) is
the busiest in Mt Rainier
National Park (park fee $15)
and the only year-round
entry gate. The simple
entrance arch was built
in 1922. Pay your park
fee at the ticket window.
As you drive through the
entrance, you’ll notice
how, almost immediately,
the trees appear denser
and older. Many of these
moss-covered behemoths
date back over 700 years
and measure up to 200ft
in height.
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The Drive » Follow the road
alongside the Nisqually River
for a couple of miles to Kautz
Creek, where the summit of
Rainier appears like a ghostly
apparition.

© Longmire

Worth a stop to stretch
your legs or gain an early
glimpse of Rainier’s
mossy old-growth forest,
Longmire was the
brainchild of a certain
James Longmire who
first came here in 1883
during a climbing trip
when he noticed the hot
mineral springs that
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bubbled up in a lovely
meadow opposite the
present-day National
Park Inn (p95). He and
his family returned

the following year and
established Longmire’s
Medicinal Springs, and
in 1890 he built the
Longmire Springs Hotel.
Since 1917 the National
Park Inn has stood on
this site - built in classic
‘parkitecture’ style -
and is complemented

by a small store, the

tiny Longmire Museum
(admission free; €39am-6pm
Jun-Sep, to 5pm Oct-May) and
a number of important
trailheads. For a laid-
back look at some
old-growth forest and
pastoral meadows, try
the Trail of the Shadows
loop, a 0.8-mile circuit
that begins across the
road from the museum.

X = pos

The Drive ) After Longmire
the road slowly starts to climb,
passing the Cougar Rock
campground and Christine Falls,
both on the left. A couple of
miles after the falls, bear right
onto a short stretch of summer-
only one-way road (signposted
‘Viewpoint’) for a view stop at
Ricksecker Point.

O Ricksecker Point

One of the park’s premier
viewpoints beloved

by photographers,
professional or
otherwise, Ricksecker
Point is a fine place to
study five of Rainier’s

26 glaciers - Nisqually,

Pyramid, Success, Kautz
and Wilson. The summit
you see here is actually a
false one (Point Success);
the obscured true
summit is 257ft higher.
Equally majestic to the
southeast is the saw-
toothed Tatoosh range.

The Drive ) Rejoin the main
road and continue uphill.

@ Narada Falls

Eight miles east of
Longmire, a parking
area marks the starting
point for a steep 0.2-mile
trail that leads down
through flowers and
ferns to the misty 168ft
Narada Falls. The falls,
often embellished by
brilliant rainbows, carry
the Paradise River over
a basalt cliff. In high
season, expect to get a
face-full of water spray
and an earful of oohing
and ahhing as this is
the park’s most popular
waterfall. In winter the
falls freeze over and
attract daring ice-
climbers.

The Drive ) Soon after the
falls, the road forks; stay left
for Paradise. Follow the winding
asphalt for another 2 miles to
the Upper Parking Lot, where
you'll find the Paradise Inn and
Henry M Jackson Visitor Center.

© Paradise

‘Oh, what a paradise!
exclaimed the daughter
of park pioneer James
Longmire on visiting this

spot for the first time in
the 1880s. Suddenly, the
high mountain nirvana
had a name, and a very
apt one at that. One

of the snowiest places
on earth, 5400ft-high
Paradise remains the
park’s most popular
draw with its famous
flower meadows backed
by dramatic Rainier
views on the days when
the mountain decides
to take its cloudy hat
off. Aside from hiding
numerous trailheads
and being the starting
point for most summit
hikes, Paradise guards
the iconic Paradise Inn
(p95; built in 1916 and
refurbished in 2008)
and the informative
Henry M Jackson Visitor
Center (£910am-7pm Jun-
Oct), completely rebuilt
and reopened in 2008.
Park naturalists lead
free interpretive hikes
from the visitors center
daily in summer, and
snowshoe walks on
winter weekends.

X = pos

The Drive 2 Drive out of the
east end of the Paradise Upper
Parking Lot, cross the Paradise
River (looking out for marmots)
and descend the one-way road
for 2 miles to a junction. Turn
left and rejoin the main two-way
road heading toward Reflection
Lakes and Steven’s Canyon.

© Reflection Lakes

Rainier eyes itself in the

mirror on calm cloudless
days at Reflection
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Narada Falls Mt Rainier National Park’s most popular waterfall
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Lakes, formed during a
violent volcanic eruption
nearly 6000 years ago.
You can pull over for
double-vision photos of
the mountain framed

by tufts of precious
wildflowers. The main
lake used to have a boat
concession, but now it’s
deliciously tranquil bar
the odd passing tour bus.

The Drive ) Avalanche
chutes plague the U-shaped
Steven’s Canyon Rd in the
winter, ensuring it remains
closed outside peak season
(unlike Paradise on the western
side). Seen from above, the
canyon is rather spectacular.
Stop for a bird's-eye view a mile
or so after Reflection Lakes
before the trees close in. From
here it's downhill all the way to
Ohanapecosh.

(@ Ohanapecosh
Ohanapecosh (0-ha-nuh-
peh-kosh) - the name
means ‘at the edge’ - in
the park’s southeastern
corner is usually
accessed by the small
settlement of Packwood,
12 miles to the southwest

on US 12, which harbors
a small number of eating
and sleeping options.
Shoehorned between

Mt Rainier and it two
southern neighbors, Mt
St Helens and Mt Adams,
this is a good base for
travelers wanting to

visit two or more of the
mountains.

Just inside the Steven’s
Canyon gate, you’ll find
the 1.5-mile Grove of the
Patriarchs Trail, one of
the park’s most popular
short hikes. The trail
explores a small island in
the Ohanapecosh River
replete with craning
Douglas fir, cedar and
hemlock trees, some
of which are over 1000
years old. To reach the
Ohanapecosh Visitors
Center, turn right at
the Steven’s Canyon
entrance onto SR-123
and drive 1.5 miles south.
Alternatively, you can
hike down from the
Grove of the Patriarchs.

The Drive ) Go right at the
Steven'’s Canyon entrance
and follow SR-123 south past

SUMMER WONDERLAND

You've circumnavigated it in a car; now how about walking it? Rainier is not only
encircled by a road; you can also walk around it on foot via the long-distance
Wonderland Trail. Laid out in 1915, the 93-mile-long precipitous path initially served
as a patrol beat for park rangers and in the 1930s it was briefly earmarked as a
paved ring road for cars. Fortunately, the plan never reached fruition and today the
unbroken trail (which gains 21,000ft in cumulative elevation) is one of the most
challenging and iconic hikes in the Pacific Northwest. You'll need food, camping
gear, eight to 12 free days and a permit from the Wilderness Info Center in Ashford
to do Wonderland. Longmire is a popular start point. There are 18 backcountry
campgrounds en route; reservations ($20) are advisable in peak season (July and
August). The official park page (www.nps.gov/mora) has more information.

the visitors center to the
intersection with US 12. For
Packwood, bear right.

@ Packwood

A service center for Mt
St Helens, Mt Rainier
and the nearby ski area
of White Pass, Packwood
is what in the Old West
they called a ‘one-horse
town.” A few low- to
mid-ranking eating and
accommodation joints
glued to US 12 provide a
good excuse to pull over
and mingle with other
road-trippers. Chin-
waggers congregate in
Peter’s Inn (www.peters-inn.
com; Hwy 12, near Skate

Creek Rd; mains $11-15), a
no-thrills diner with elk-
watching opportunities
from the window.

The Drive ) Retrace your
route to the intersection of US
12 and SR-123. The climb to
White Pass begins here. Stop

at a pullover soon after the
intersection to appreciate the
indelible sight of Mt Rainier as it
appears briefly above the trees.

= p95
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@ White Pass

Higher than Snoqualmie
and Stevens Passes

to the north, White

Pass carries a quieter,
open-year-round road
that, at various points,
offers glimpses of three
Cascadian volcanoes:

Mt Rainier, Mt Adams
and Mt St Helens. The
pass itself, perched at
4500ft, is home to an
understated but recently
expanded ski area (www.
skiwhitepass.com) which has
one condo complex for
overnighters. Otherwise,
people stay in nearby
Packwood or drive up for
the day from Yakima.

2= p9s

The Drive » Aclassic
east-west Washington scenery
shift kicks in soon after White
Pass as you follow US 12 amid
increasingly scattered trees and
bald, steep-sided river coulees.
At the intersection with SR-410,

Ohanapecosh River A suspension bridge on the Grove of the Patriarchs Trail

swing north on the Chinook
Scenic Byway just west of the
town of Naches.

@® Boulder Cave

Among the many excuses
to pull over on this stretch
of the Chinook Scenic
Byway is Boulder Cave
(&May-Oct), a rarity in the
relatively cave-free terrain
of the Pacific Northwest
and doubly unique due to
its formation through a
combination of volcanic
and erosive processes. A
2-mile round-trip trail
built by the Civilian
Conservation Corp in
1935 leads into the cave’s
murky interior, formed
when Devil’s Creek cut

a tunnel through soft
sedimentary rock, leaving
hard volcanic basalt

on top. Up to 50 rare
big-eared bats hibernate
in the cave each winter,
when it is closed to the
public. Bring a flashlight.

The Drive » Continue west
and uphill toward Chinook
Pass as the air cools and the
snowdrifts pile up roadside.

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

@ Chinook Pass

Closed until May and
infested with lingering
snowdrifts well into July,
Chinook Pass towers
5430ft on Rainier’s
eastern flank. The long-
distance Pacific Crest
Trail crosses the highway
here on a pretty stone
bridge, while nearby
Crystal Mountain (www.
crystalresort.com) comprises
Washington’s largest ski
area and only bona fide
overnight ‘resort.” Rather
than stop at the pass,
cruise a few hundred
yards further west to
Tipsoo Lake, another
reflective photographer’s
dream where a paved
trail will return the
blood to your legs.
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DETOUR:

CARBON RIVER
ENTRANCE

Start: Q) Federation Forest State Park

The park’s northwest entrance is its most isolated
and undeveloped corner, with two unpaved (and
unconnected) roads and little in the way of facilities,
save a lone ranger station and the very basic Ipsut
Creek Campground. But while the tourist traffic
might be thin on the ground, the landscape lacks
nothing in magnificence or serendipity.

Named for its coal deposits, Carbon River is the
park’s wettest region and protects one of the few
remaining examples of inland temperate rain forest
in the contiguous USA. Dense, green and cloaked
in moss, this verdant wilderness can be penetrated
by a handful of interpretive trails that fan off the

Carbon River Rd.

The Drive » From Tipsoo
Lake the road winds down to
relatively ‘low’ Cayuse Pass
(4694ft). Turn north here and
descend a further 1000ft in

3 miles to the turning for Mt
Rainier's White River entrance.
This is the gateway to Sunrise,
16 miles uphill via a series of
switchbacks.

@ Sunrise

Sunrise, at 6400ft, marks
the park’s highest road.
Thanks to the superior
elevation, the summer
season is particularly
short and snow can
linger into July. It is also
noticeably drier than
Paradise, resulting in

an interesting variety

of subalpine vegetation,
including masses of
wildflowers.

The views from
Sunrise are famously
spectacular and - aside
from stunning close-ups
of Rainier itself - you
can also, quite literally,
watch the weather roll in
over the distant peaks of
Mt Baker and Mt Adams.
Similarly impressive is
the glistening Emmons
Glacier, which, at 4 sq
miles, is the largest glacier
in the contiguous USA.

A trailhead directly
across the parking lot
from the Sunrise Lodge
Cafeteria provides access
to Emmons Vista, with
good views of Mt Rainier,
Little Tahoma and the
glacier. Nearby, the
1-mile Sourdough Ridge
Trail leads to pristine
subalpine meadows for
stunning views over
other volcanic giants.

The Drive » Coast downhill
to the White River Entrance

and turn north onto the Mather
Memorial Pkwy in order to

exit the park. In the small
community of Greenwater on
SR-410 you can load up with gas
and food.

(D Federation Forest
State Park

Just when you thought
youd left ancient nature
behind, up springs
Federation Forest

State Park, created by

a foresighted women’s
group in the 1940s in
order to preserve a
rapidly diminishing
stock of local old-growth
forest from logging
interests. Today its fir,
spruce, hemlock and
cedar trees cluster
around the lackadaisical
White River, while the
Catherine Montgomery
Interpretive Center
(&59am-4pm Wed-Sun May-
Sep) offers a rundown

of the contrasting
ecosystems of east-west
Washington state.
There’s also a bookstore
and 12 miles of trails,
most of them family-
friendly.

The Drive 2 Continue on
SR-410 west to the small city
of Enumclaw, then switch onto
SR-164 heading northwest

to Auburn. Briefly join SR-

18 before filtering north on
SR-167, whereupon you can
retrace your steps to downtown
Seattle.



Eating & Sleeping

Ashford ©

,\0 Copper Creek Inn Brunch $
(www.coppercreekinn.com; 35707 SR-706 E;
breakfast $7-10; &37am-9pm) This is one of the
state’s great rural restaurants, and breakfast

is arite of passage for anyone heading off for a
knee-shattering hike inside the park. Perched
just outside the Nisqually entrance, the Copper
Creek has been knocking out dessert pies and
their own home-roasted coffee successfully for
over 50 years. Why stop now?

N |2= Whittaker's Motel

& Bunkhouse Hostel $
((2)360-569-2439; www.whittakersbunkhouse.
com; 30205 SR-706 E; dm/d $35/85) Down-
to-earth and comfortable, this place is part of
Rainier’s ‘furniture’ with a good old-fashioned
youth-hostel feel and cheap sleeps available
in six-bed dorms. The alluring on-site
Whittaker’s Café & Espresso (~7am-
9pm, weekends only in winter) is a fine place

to hunker down for breakfast — none of those
saran-wrapped day-old muffins here.

|2= Nisqually Lodge Motel $$
([2)360-569-8804; www.escapetothemountains.
com; 31609 SR-706 E; r $95-125; @) With

an expansive lobby complete with crackling
fireplace and huge well-stocked rooms, this
lodge is far plusher than an average motel. The
outdoor Jacuzzi, simple help-yourself breakfast
and easy park access pretty much seal the deal
in this price bracket.

Longmire ©

X’ |2= National

Park Inn Historic Lodge $$
([21360-569-2411; www.mtrainierguestservices.
com; r with shared/private bath $114/159; (s])
The pride of Longmire, parts of which date from
1917, goes out of its way to be rustic with no TVs

or telephones in the rooms and small yet cozy
facilities. But who needs HBO and the Discovery
Channel when you've got fine service, fantastic
surroundings and delectable complimentary
afternoon tea and scones in the dining room?

Paradise ©

N |2= Paradise Inn  Historic Lodge $$$
([21360-569-2413; www.mtrainierguestservices.
com; r with shared/private bath $112/163;
&ymid-May-Sep) A historic ‘parkitecture’ inn
constructed in 1916, the Paradise has long
been part of the national park’s fabric and was
an early blueprint for National Park Rustic
architecture countrywide. Reopening in 2008
after a two-year, $30 million, earthquake-
withstanding revamp, the small-ish rooms
retain their close-to-the-wilderness essence,
while the communal areas are nothing short

of regal.

Packwood @

|2= Cowlitz River Lodge Motel $$
((L)1360-494-4444; www.escapetothemountains.
com; Hwy 12, at Skate Creek Rd; s/d incl breakfast
$80-95; [3%[®)) Probably the most convenient
accommodations for both Mt Rainier and Mt

St Helens, the Cowlitz is the sister motel to
Ashford’s Nisqually Lodge and offers 32 above-
average motel rooms along with the obligatory
outdoor Jacuzzi.

White Pass ®

|2= White Pass Village Inn  Condo $§$
([2)509-672-3131; www.whitepassvillageinn.

com; 38933 US 12; studio $80, 1-bed condo $110;
[2¢]) Adjacent to the White Pass skiing area,
this condo complex is open year-round. The
outdoor pool is heated to spa temperatures in
the winter, and a store and laundry are next door.
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Mt St Helens
Volcano Trail 8

Fiery infamy was made in 1980 when Mt St Helens blew
megatons of molten ash into the atmosphere. Its devastated but
recovering landscape looks and is like nothing else on earth.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

AN 3 DAYS
A LY 366 MILES/589KM
Mt St Helens Silver Johnston Ridge GREAT FOR...
Lake Visitor Center Observatory
All the essential A scientific rundown @
background info on on what happened on
the volcano made May 18,1980
START interesting
Centralia BEST TIME TO GO

July to October - the
mountain’s best sights
and roads are open.

- ESSENTIAL
@) rHoTo
% Bear Meadow,
(2) (5 ‘99 from where Gary
(7) Rosenquist took his

famous shots of the
mountain exploding.

Cougar
BEST FOR
FAMILIES
Windy Ridge Bear Meadow ; i
Peer into the abyss Sublime photo spot Silver Iiake VIS'to,r
from the bald, treeless just outside the Center’s interactive
blast zone blast zone exhibits.
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© Centralia

Mt st H e I e n s The main reason to make
= this rather mundane

8 VO I C a n 0 Tra I I mining and lumber town
the starting point for

your volcanic excursion
The name Mt St Helens has a fearful resonance is to stay at a converted

. brothel! The Olympic
to anyone who was alive on May 18, 1980, when Club Hotel - a ‘venue

a massive volcanic eruption set off the largest hotel’ run by Portland’s
L . McMenamin brothers -

landslide in human history. Over 30 years later, dates from 1908 when it

you can drive through the embattled but slowly opened as a ‘gentlemen’s

. : . ¢ designed to satisf
recovering landscape, stopping off at strategically | ENSNRRAVS

placed interpretive centers that graphically gambling and sexual

3 . ) vices of transient miners
document the erstwhile environmental carnage. It's and loggers. In 1996

a unique if sometimes disconcerting ride. the turn-of-the-century
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building was taken over
by the McMenamins,
who restored the brothel
to its former glory
complete with creaking
floorboards, Tiffany
lamps and art-deco
murals (but without

the erstwhile nighttime
shenanigans).

M= pro3

The Drive » Steer south out
of Centralia on I-5 for 32 miles to
exit 49, where you proceed east
on SR-504, aka the Spirit Lake
Memorial Hwy.

© Mt St Helens
Silver Lake Visitor
Center

Situated 5 miles east of
Castle Rock on SR-504,

0 LINK
0 YOUR

TRIP

Mt Rainier

Scenic Byways
St Helens' taller,
potentially more
lethal mountain twin
is easily accessible
via its southeastern
Ohanapecosh entrance
(p92).

Washington

Wine Tour
Head east in Randle and
continue on to Yakima
on the cusp of a sunny
valley full of grapes and
wineries. Say no more
(p105).

MT ST HELENS INSTITUTE

The not-for-profit Mt St Helens Institute (www.
mshinstitute.org) is one of the most admired
educational and conservation groups in the nation.
Look out for the institute's expert volunteers at
various interpretive sites around the mountain
where they organize hikes, talks, films and
fundraisers, all related to the volcano and its

geology.

the Silver Lake Visitor
Center (3029 Spirit Lake
Memorial Hwy; admission $3;
£39am-5pm May 1-Sep 30; (s#])
is the best introduction
to the monument. There’s
a classic film and various
exhibits, including a
mock-up of the volcano;
duck beneath the cone
for displays on the
subterranean workings of
the mountain. Outside is
the mile-long Silver Lake
Wetlands Trail.

|2= p103

The Drive ) Take the road
east along the Toutle River Valley
toward the National Volcanic
Monument and the blast zone.

© Hoffstadt Bluffs
Visitor Center

At milepost 27, the
impressive wood-
and-beam edifice that
houses the Hoffstadt
Bluffs Visitor Center
(www.hoffstadtbluffs.com;
15000 Spirit Lake Memorial
Hwy; admission free;
£9:30am-4pm) has a good
restaurant - the Fire
Mountain Grill - and
panoramic views of
the Toutle River Valley.

Exhibits inside focus

on St Helens’ ecology
pre-blast, plus there’s an
outdoor memorial to the
57 people who lost their
lives. This is where you
can organize helicopter
tours (per person $149) over
the crater.

M= p103

The Drive » Continue east
on the Spirit Lake Memorial
Hwy (504). At milepost 33, a
Forest Learning Center runs

an interesting film about the
eruption. Soon after, you enter
the blast zone near the Elk Rock
viewpoint.

TIYYL ONYITOA SNITIH LS LN 8 SdI¥L NOLINIHSYM

O Coldwater Lake

You're now categorically
in the blast zone!
Coldwater Lake, 43 miles
east of Castle Rock, was
created in 1980 when
water backed up behind
a dam caused by debris
brought down by the
eruption. The recreation
area here (rest rooms,
phone, boat launch) is
the starting point of the
0.6-mile Birth of a Lake
Trail (No 246), a paved
interpretive hike that
seeks to demonstrate the
regrowth of vegetation
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in the area. Look out
for beavers and their
handiwork.

The Drive ) Follow the
increasingly winding Spirit

Lake Memorial Hwy (SR-504)
through the denuded landscape
to the end of the road.

© Johnston Ridge
Observatory

Situated at the end of
SR-504 and looking
directly into the mouth
of the crater, this famous
observatory (admission
$8; &510am-6pm May-Oct)
has exhibits that take

a more scientific angle
than the Silver Lake
Visitor Center, depicting
the geological events
surrounding the 1980
blast and how they
advanced the science

of volcano forecasting
and monitoring. The
paved 1-mile round-trip
Eruption Trail (No 201)
offers once-in-a-lifetime
views over toward the
crater.

The Drive ) Retrace your
steps 52 miles to Castle Rock.
Go north on I-5 and, at exit
68, east on US 12. In the tiny
settlement of Randle, you can
refuel with food and gas. Turn
right off US 12 onto SR-131,
which soon becomes USFS Rd
25. Just past Iron Creek Falls,
amid old-growth forest, turn
right onto USFS Rd 99.

O Bear Meadow

Bear Meadow, just outside
the blast zone, is where
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Gary Rosenquist took his
infamous photographs
of Mt St Helens erupting
on May 18, 1980. The
four quick-succession
shots which Rosenquist
started snapping at
8:32am are reproduced
on an interpretive board
and show the mountain,
11 miles away, with its
northern slopes literally
sliding away. Rosenquist,
who was camping in the

area at the time, was
lucky and got out alive,
driving north through
thick ash. The blast

zone stopped less than

a mile away from the
meadow, as the stands of
still healthy trees in the
foreground testify.

The Drive 2> Two miles further
on, you'll enter the blast zone
marked by eerie dead trees.
Press on past various trailheads
to the end of the road.



@ Spirit Lake

& Windy Ridge
Viewpoint

More remote but less
crowded than Johnston
Ridge is the harder-
to-reach Windy Ridge
viewpoint on the

mountain’s eastern side,
accessed via USFS Rd

Hoffstadt Creek Bridge Mt St Helens National Volcanic Monument

99. Here visitors get a
palpable, if eerie, sense
of the destruction that
the blast wrought, with
felled forests, desolate
mountain slopes and

the rather surreal sight
of lifeless Spirit Lake,
once one of the premier
resorts in the South
Cascades. There are
toilets and a snack bar
at the viewpoint parking
lot, which is often closed

until June. Over 350
steps ascend the hillside
for close-up views of

the crater 5 miles away.
A stubbly green carpet
covers the ridge slopes in
summer as dwarf plants
struggle back to life over
30 years later. A few
miles down the road you
can descend 600ft on
the 1.5-mile Harmony
Trail (No 224) that leads
to Spirit Lake.
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MT ST HELENS NATIONAL
VOLCANIC MONUMENT

Mt St Helens is one of only two National Volcanic
Monuments in the nation. The unique park, which
measures 110,000 acres, was set aside in 1982 and
is mostly comprised of land in the so-called ‘blast
zone' - the plan being that anything inside the park
boundary is to be left to recover as nature intends.
The monument, which is closely monitored, acts like
amassive outdoor scientific laboratory.

The Drive ) Retrace your
steps to USFS Rd 25; turn

right (south) and drive over Elk
Pass and past the Clearwater
viewpoint to Pine Creek Work
Center, a small information
center. Turn west on USFS Rd 90
and drive along the north shore
of Swift Reservoir before going
right onto USFS Rd 83 and left
onto USFS Rd 8303.

© Ape Cave

Ape Cave, on the south
flank of Mt St Helens, is
a 2-mile-long lava tube
formed 2000 years ago by
a lava flow that followed
a deep watercourse. It’s
the longest lava tube in
the Western Hemisphere.
Hikers can walk and
scramble the length of
Ape Cave on either the
0.8-mile Lower Ape
Cave Trail or the 1.5-mile
Upper Ape Cave Trail,
which requires a certain
amount of scrambling
over rock piles and
narrower passages.
Bring your own light
source. Free ranger-led
explorations depart from

Apes’ Headquarters
(8303 Forest Rd; €210:30am-
5pm Jun-Sep), located at
the entrance to the caves,
several times daily in the
summer.

The Drive ) Retrace your
route to USFS Rd 83. Turn left
and drive to the road’s terminus
at Lava Canyon.

© Lava Canyon

The geology class
continues on St Helens’
southeast side. Although
the mountain’s 1980
lateral blast blew north,
the heat of the massive
explosion melted its
eastern glaciers and
created a huge mud
flow. Water, boulders
and trees came flooding
down Muddy Creek,
scouring it out and
revealing much older lava
basalt underneath. This
fascinating geological
demolition can be

seen at Lava Canyon,
where a short half-mile
interpretive trail leads
through new-growth

trees to an overlook.

To get closer, take a
steeper path that zigzags
down into the canyon,
which you can cross on
a bouncy suspension
bridge built in 1993.
Lava Canyon Falls
crashes below. The trail
continues further along
the Canyon (though it’s
extremely exposed) to
Smith Creek.

The Drive ) Track back along
USFS Rd 83 to the junction
with USFS Rd 90. Turn right
(west) and head into the small
settlement of Cougar on Yale
Lake.

® Cougar

A ‘town’ with virtually no
residents, lowly Cougar
(population 120-ish),

the nearest settlement
to Mt St Helens, was
mercifully spared the
carnage of the 1980
eruption - though it was
temporarily evacuated.
Since 1953 it has sat on
the shores of Yale Lake,
areservoir created after
the construction of the
Yale Dam on the Lewis
River. It is a good pit
stop courtesy of its Lone
Fir motel, convenience
store (with gas), grill
restaurant and peaceful
lakeside tranquility.
Climbers making a St
Helens summit bid often
psyche up here.

M= p103



Eating & Sleeping

Centralia @

,\0 Berry Fields

(201 S Pearl St; mains $10) In the culinary
wasteland of Centralia stands an exception to
the rule. This formidable brunch spot situated

in Centralia’s biggest antique mall offers
formidable egg concoctions and cinnamon buns
the size of soccer balls.

X |z= Olympic Club Hotel Hotel §
([21360-736-5164; 112 N Tower Ave; bunk/
queen/king $40/60/70; [ [##]) A ‘venue hotel’
run by Portland’s McMenamin brothers, where
you can eat, sleep, drink, shoot billiards, listen
to music and go to the cinema, all in the same
evening and — more to the point - all without
having to leave the hotel.

Cafe §

Mt St Helens Silver Lake
Visitor Center @

|2= Blue Heron Inn B&B $$
([21360-274-9595; www.blueheroninn.com; Hwy
504; d/ste $170/215; (&) A welcome B&B in an
accommodation-lite area, the Blue Heron offers
seven rooms including a Jacuzzi suite in a large
house almost opposite the Silver Lake Visitor
Center on Hwy 504.

Hoffstadt Bluffs Visitor Center ©

N Fire Mountain Grill American $$
(15000 Spirit Lake Memorial Hwy; mains $13-

20; &311am-4pm Thu-Mon) A not untypical
American grill menu is enhanced here by its
unexpectedness (there’s nothing else for miles
around) and location (a fine outdoor patio offers
views of the Toutle River and that volcano). In
such circumstances those specialty burgers and
100z steaks start to taste a lot more — well - fiery.

N |2= Eco Park Resort Cabin $§

((2)1360-274-6542; www.ecoparkresort.com:;
14000 Spirit Lake Memorial Hwy; campsites &
RV sites $18, yurts $75, cabins $100-110) The
closest full-service accommodations to the
blast zone offers campsites and RV hookups,
basic cabins and rather incongruous Genghis
Khan-style yurts. Shared bathrooms are known
as ‘wilderness comfort stations.” Owned by the
family whose Spirit Lake Lodge was swept away
by the 1980 eruption, the resort also features
the Backwoods Café, which serves anything
aslong asit’s beef.

Cougar ®

N Cougar Grill American $
(16849 Lewis River Rd; mains $8-12) Zero
competition hasn't left the Cougar Grill resting
on its laurels. On the contrary, this little middle-
of-nowhere abode makes a heavy impression on
passing travelers, itinerants, summiteers and
people who took the wrong turning in Portland.
After savoring the burgers, beer, tacos and
down-country service, most swear they'll be
back.

N I2= Lone Fir Resort & Café  IVotel $
((21360-238-5120; www.lonefirresort.com;
16806 Lewis River Rd; r $65-85; [#] [28]) There's
not a lot to choose from on Mt St Helens’

south side in the noncamping genre, so thank
your lucky stars that this place, in the rather
lonesome settlement of Cougar, backs up its RV
park with a pleasantly sited motel, cafe (pizzas
and burgers, mainly) and swimming pool.
Rustic’s the word.
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Washington
Wine Tour 9

From the mellow Bordeaux reds of the sunny Yakima Valley
to the big, bold flavors of pastoral Walla Walla, Washington
wines are as luscious as the landscapes surrounding them.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
3 DAYS

area’s grandest villa.

e § 140 MILES/225KM
Rattlesnake Hills Walla Walla GREAT FOR...
Gorgeous bucolic Where wine, scenery
terroir of easy-drinking and great food come 9
Bordeaux reds together
BEST TIME TO GO
April to October for
Naria weather and flowers.
() ESSENTIAL
—O Sunnyside PHOTO
e Terra Blanca -
Grandview capture hills covered
in orchards and
e grapevines from the
[FINISH_

BEST FOR
FOODIES
Walla Walla has the
Toppenish Red Mountain best (and arguably
Quirky cowboy town Sip renowned vintages | trati £
decorated in on patios overlooking gn v) con_cen rationo
intriguing murals sagebrush-covered hills fine eateries.

|21 miles N 72 miles 4
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© Yakima

WaSh i ngto n The town of Yakima is
9 = a sprawling, flat mid-
W I n e TO u r century-feeling city that

doesn’t have much allure,
but it’s a pleasant enough

Napa? Too crowded. France? Too far away. Place to start your trip.

. The town is home to
Fortunately, the Yakima and Walla Walla Valleys some of the only bubbles
have emerged as major winemaking destinations. available in this region.
. o . Start the day at Treveri
Come learn about terroir and viticulture, or just Cellars ((7509-248-0200;
dedicate yourself to sampling lush reds and crisp www.trevericellars.com; 225

o o o . 2nd Ave; -6pm Mon-Sat),
whites in your search for your favorite appellation A

(you can always spit to manage consumption!). s0 good, they’re served at
For now this is still an unpretentious, small-town the White House.
scene with bucolic scenery in all directions, but the

wines are nothing less than extraordinary.

Yakama
e Indian
Reservation
e

Mabtor” o
Prosser

WASHINGTON

oCleveland

OREGON

»



The Drive » From |-82E,
take exit 50 toward Toppenish.
Turn right on Buena Way off
the exit and continue about 3
miles to 1st St, the main drag of
downtown Toppenish.

© Toppenish

Toppenish makes up for
its lack of wineries with
its kooky personality.
The antique, distinctly
Wild West brick and
timber buildings are
further beautified by
some 70 murals within
the downtown area.
Scenes include Native
Americans, cowboys

and early settlers as well
as artistic hat-tipping

to the majority Latino
population. Country-and-
western music is pumped
via loudspeaker into

the streets. While here,
stop into the American
Hop Museum (www.
americanhopmuseum.org; 22
S B St; admission $3; &10am-
4pm May-Sep) to think
about beer for awhile,
and the Yakama Indian
Nation Cultural Center
(www.yakamamuseum.com;
280 Buster Rd; adult/child
$6/4: &8am-5pm Mon-Fri,
9am-5pm Sat & Sun) to see
crafts from the area’s
original artists.

The Drive » Go back toward
1-82 E but instead of getting on
the freeway, cross over it. Cross

orchards. Nary a
rattlesnake has been
found in recent memory
but you will find plenty
of smooth and delicious
Bordeaux reds at any of
the dozen or so wineries.
Start at wonderfully
welcoming Bonair
Winery ([.7)509-829-6027;
www.bonairwine.com; 500

S Bonair Rd, Zillah; &310am-
5pm), one of the oldest in
the area, where you're
heartily encouraged

to picnic on the lawn
overlooking the pond -
or grab a table in front
of the buttery-yellow
chateau for tapas.

Just north of Bonair,
Silver Lake Winery
([2)509-829-6235; www.
silverlakewinery.com; 1500

4NOL INIM NOLINIHSYM B SdIML NOLONIHSYM

@ 9 el the Yakima Valley Hwy, thenat ~ Vintage Rd, Zillah; €&510am-
the crossroads turn left (this is 5pm Apr-Nov, 1lam-4pm
still Buena Way). Take the third Thu-Mon Dec-Mar) sits at the
right on Highland Rd, up a hill top of a hill overlooking
through orchards to Bonair the whole valley, making
Winery. . . .
it a prime location for
N weddings and fancy-
o schmancy events.
S :
© Rattlesnake Hills  the Drive » You can choose
Lazing next to the tiny to take |-82 E to exit 80 (about
town of Zillah, the warm, 30 miles) to_get to Prosser or
rolling Rattlesnake take the Yakima Valley Hwy,
Eumka i hick with which leads more slowly through
Waitsburg® 0 Hills grow thick wit scenic farmlands. With this
| grapevines and apple second option, the Yakima Valley
Wall l‘
West ara
Walla Walla oWaIIa “pl10 LINK
M:@:" QSouth YOUR
,,,,,,,,,, ~ Walla Walla-— TRIP
Milton-Freewater o MountainstoSound Lewis & Clark Trail
Greenway From Pasco, you

Drive 36 miles from Yakima  can head west through the

Athena )
8 to Ellensburg via the Yakima  Yakima Valley or east to
River Valley (p37). Walla Walla (p129).
Umatilla
Indian
Reservation
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DETOUR:

YAKAMA SCENIC

BYWAY
Start: e Toppenish

This byway leads 63 miles down Hwy 97 from
Toppenish to Maryhill (which is on a couple of
other Trips, see p191 and p131). You'll pass through
native Yakama country and up through the desolate
Simcoe Mountains. Highlights between them include
the Greek Orthodox St John the Forerunner
Monastery (www.stjohnmonastery.org; 5 Timmer Lane,
Goldendale; €)9am-2pm & 4-6pm) and Goldendale
Observatory State Park (www.parks.wa.gov; 1602
Observatory Dr, Goldendale; entry $10; €2-5pm & 8pm-
midnight Wed-Sun Apr-Oct, shorter hours winter).

Hwy turns into Wine Country Rd
at Grandview, which parallels
1-82 and on to Prosser.

O Prosser

The historic center of
Prosser is a small grid of
brick buildings worthy
of a 1950s-era movie
set - it’s a choice stop
for lunch or the night.
Stop in at picture-book
pretty Chinook Wines
(www.chinookwines.com; Wine
Country Rd; & tastings noon-
5pm Sat & Sun May-Oct), with
a flower-filled yard and
picnic area. The winery
has been in operation
since 1983 and is known
for its classy Chardonnay
and Sauvignon Blanc. It’s
just off Wine Country Rd
to the east out of town.
Prosser sprawls less
scenically across I-82,
where you'll find Vintner’'s
Village, a collection of
excellent wineries in flat,
housing-community-like
surroundings. Maison

Bleue ([./]509-378-6527;
www.mbwines.com; 357

Port Ave, Studio D; &by
appointment) is a standout
here and has been making
critics hurrah about its
Rhone-style Syrah. If
appointment-making
isn’t on your agenda,
stop at Airfield Estates
([21509-786-7401; www.
airfieldwines.com; 560 Merlot
Dr; &511am-5pm), known
for its esteemed whites
including a zesty,
easy-to-love unoaked
Chardonnay.

N pm1

The Drive » Back on |-82
East, another 17 miles of
highway brings you to Benton
City and the Red Mountain AVA.

Take exit 96 then turn left on
SR-224, veering left again when
the road forks.

© Red Mountain

Red Mountain, just

next to Benton City, is
the tiniest American
Viticultural Area (AVA)
in the state, coveted

for its vintages brought
to perfection on sun-
drenched slopes. It’s

a California-esque
landscape here of hills
covered in vineyards,
golden grass and
sagebrush. Meander up
N Sunset Rd, making
your first stop at humble
Cooper Wine Company
((2)509-588-2667; www.
cooperwinecompany.

com; 35306 N Sunset Rd;
&noon-5pm Fri-Mon), whose
L'Inizio Bordeaux blend
is anything but boring.
Next, sample the highly
regarded Bordeaux
blends at Hedges Family
Estate ([.//509-588-3105;
www.hedgesfamilyestate.com;
53511 N Sunset Rd; &911am-
5pm Sat & Sun Apr-Nov) in a
French-inspired mansion;
then drive up further to
Taptiel Estate ([./]509-588-
4460; www.taptiel.com; 20206
E583 PR NE; &511am-5pm Fri-

CHOCOLATE CHERRIES

When you get to Prosser, be sure to stop at the
Chukar Cherries store. It has amazing chocolate-
covered cherries — not like those gooey ones you get
in a box at Christmas; these are really great. Some of
them even have wine flavors.
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Sun Apr-Nov), where you’ll
find delicious Syrah and
Cabernet Sauvignons

to sip over views of the
valley.

Last, take a detour to
the grandest estate on
this trip, Terra Blanca
([2)509-588-6082; www.
terrablanca.com; 34715N
DeMoss Rd; &911am-6pm),
on N DeMoss Rd, which
runs parallel to N Sunset
Rd toward Benton. Try

the reds and dessert
wines in the castle-like
tasting room or out on
the terrace overlooking
manicured gardens, a
pond, the valley and
mountains.

The Drive » Go back out to
your friend 1-82, take the 1-182
exit toward Richland then take
exit 3. Turn right on Queensgate
Dr and an immediate left onto
Columbia Park Trail, then
another left onto Tulip Lane.

Wine grapes

O Richland,
Kennewick & Pasco
Next stop? The Tri-Cities:
Richland, Kennewick
and Pasco. Nicknamed
the Tri-Windies for the
pushy gusts of wind that
scoot you into the tasting
rooms, the trio of towns
is home to another batch
of wineries just off the
freeway, among them
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DETOUR:

WAITSBURG

Start: 0 Walla Walla

Twenty-one miles north on US 12 from Walla Walla
and 51 miles east on Hwy 124 from Pasco, isolated
and bucolic Waitsburg has become the unlikely
location of a burgeoning restaurant and bar scene.
Within the historic brick buildings of the few wide
streets you'll find worth-the-drive Southern fare at
Whoopemup Hollow Cafe (120 Main St; £5-10pm Wed-
Thu, 11:30am-2pm Sat & Sun) or kick back and sip superb
cocktails with tapas at Jimgermanbar (119 Main St;
tapas $4-14; &35pm-late Thu-Mon).

Barnard Griffin ([.7/509-
627-0266; www.barnardgriffin.
com; 878 Tulip Lane, Richland;
£310am-6pm) in Richland.
You don’t have to ask if
they’ve won any awards;
the medals are practically
used as decor.

M= pin

The Drive ) Get ready for

a change of scenery and wine
style. Take US 12 south then
east about an hour to the Walla
Walla Valley.

522-1262; www.waterbrook.
com; 10518 W US 12; &510am-
6pm Mon-Thu, to 8pm Fri-Sat)
with an afternoon-
devouring outdoor patio
by a pond and authentic,
mouthwatering tacos
available on Fridays and
Saturdays. Imbibe a long
selection of wines in the
fresh air.

The Drive » Continue east on
US 12 into central Walla Walla.
The center of town is at Main St
and 2nd Ave.

@ West Walla Walla

About 11 miles before you
get to Walla Walla you’ll
find L'Ecole No 41 ([.7)509-
525-0940; www.lecole.com;

41 Lowden School Rd, Lowden;
&310am-5pm). The building
alone, an early-1900s
schoolhouse, is worth a
visit, but the Syrah and
Bordeaux earn an easy ‘A’
among wine-lovers.

Back on the road
about another mile
toward Walla Walla is
Waterbrook Wine ([.7/509-

© Walla Walla

Walla Walla, more than
any Washington town,
has fermented the
ingredients to support a
burgeoning wine culture,
including a historic
Main Street, a handsome
college, a warm summer
climate and a growing
clutch of wine-loving
restaurants. If it’s time
to let the peddle off the
metal for a day or two,
this is where to do it. The

downtown area has lots
of tasting rooms. A good
one if you're on a stroll is
Otis Kenyan ([7]509-525-
3505; www.otiskenyonwine.
com; 23 £ Main St; &)11am-5pm
Thu-Mon) - ask about their
quirky story.

M= it

The Drive ) Take Hwy 125
south out of town and turn right
on Old Milton Hwy. You'll soon
find yourself passing numerous
orchards and wineries.

© South Walla
Walla

The southern part

of the Walla Walla
wine-growing region is
the most scenic, with
wineries off the highway
and tucked back in apple
orchards or within their
own vineyards. Fabulous
wines are served in a
low-key garden patio and
tasting room (actually a
part of the owner’s home)
at Dusted Valley Wines
([2)509-525-1337; www.
dustedvalley.com; 1248 Old
Milton Hwy; &% noon-5pm Thu-
Mon Apr-Nov). Just down the
road is the not-to-miss
Amavi Cellars ([/)509-
525-3541; www.amavicellars.
com; 3796 Peppers Bridge

Rd; &310am-4pm), whose
wines make headlines

in the viticulture world.
Indulge in their addictive
Syrah and Cabernet
Sauvignon on the classy
yet comfortable outdoor
patio, admire the view
out to the Blue Mountains
and toast to the end of
your tour.



Eating & Sleeping

Yakima @

N Greystone Fusion $$$
([2)509-248-9801; www.greystonedining.com; 5
N Front St; mains $22-39; € from 6pm Mon-Sat)
Housed in one of the city’s original saloons at
the base of the century-old Lund Building, this is
considered to be the city’s premier Northwest-
cuisine venue.

2= Birchfield Manor Hotel $$
([2509-452-1960; www.birchfieldmanor.com;
2018 Birchfield Rd; r $119-159) Locals love the
on-site restaurant; travelers love the early-
20th-century rooms.

|2= Ledgestone Hotel Hotel $$
((2)509-453-3151; www.ledgestonehotel.com;
107 North Fair Ave; ste from $109; [# (@ &)

It looks like a bland chain hotel but all rooms

are stylish one-bedroom suites with mini
kitchens, lounge areas, bathrooms and separate
bedrooms.

Prosser @)

N Bern’s Tavern Bar $
([2509-786-1422; 618 6th St; mains $8-10;
€9am-10pm Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri-Sat) An
antique wooden bar, friendly service, down-
home burgers and enough funky kitsch to make
hipsters smile.

2 Wine 0'Clock Wine Bar $$
(548 Cabernet Ct, Vintner's Village; pizzatas from
$9; €& noon-8pm Fri-Sat, 11am-6pm Sun) Chic
wine bar with a patio serving pizzatas, cheese
plates and light meals to nibble alongside wines
from the Bunnel Family Cellar winery.

Richland, Kennewick &
Pasco O

N Taverna Fusion $$
([2)509-628-0020; Tagaris Winery, 844 Tulip
Lane, Richland; mains $9-28; & noon-4pm daily,
5-10pm Mon-Sat) The sophisticated dining room

isimpressive, but on a pretty day the patio
rules. The seasonal menu includes beautifully
plated seafood and wood-fired pizzas.

|2= Clover Island Inn Hotel $
((2)509-586-0541; www.hotelkennewick.com:;
435 Clover Island Dr, Kennewick; r from $89;
[#%/[%)[2¢) This unique establishment boasts 152
rooms, its own boat dock and panoramic views
from the top-floor Crow’s Nest Restaurant.

Walla Walla ©

N Brasserie 4 French $$$
((2509-529-2011; 4 E Main St; mains $15-25;

& closed Sun & Mon) Cool, minimalist place
where the wait staff know their wines and the
Gallic-inspired food is more than just a few
pretentious names on the menu.

,\0 Saffron Mediterranean

Kitchen Mediterranean $$$
((2)509-525-2112; www.saffronmediterranean
kitchen.com; 125 W Alder St; mains $15-27;
€32-10pm, to 9pm winter) Saffron takes
seasonal, local ingredients and turns them into
pure gold. Think: pheasant, ricotta gnocchi,
amazing flatbreads and intelligently paired
wines. The ambience is intimate with a North
African—feeling decor.

|2= Inn at Abeja Inn $$$
([2509-522-1234; www.abeja.net; 2014

Mill Creek Rd; r $215-285) Located on a
picturesque farm in the rolling foothills of the
Blue Mountains, the inn is remote and private,
with gorgeously appointed suites located in
century-old buildings. The best part: Abeja is
also awinery.

|2= Marcus Whitman Hotel  Hotel $$$
(()866-826-9422; www.marcuswhitmanhotel.
com; 6 W Rose St; r $124-219) The most elegant
sleeping option in town, with its stately historic
exterior and richly decorated interior.
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Mt Baker &
Lummi Island 0

From seascape to snow in just 84 miles, this journey takes you
from one of Puget Sound’s lesser known islands to Mt Baker, the
white sentinel that frames every northwest Washington vista.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
T . 1-20mY8

¢ 84 MILES/135KM

) Nooksack Falls - |

o) ’ Foaming waterfall that : GREAT FOR...

— ~was the site of early @
m : “hydroelectric project
Willows Inn -
One of the US's most BEST TIME TO GO
interesting and downright .
delicious restaurants Mid-July to September,

when the top section

of the road is snow-

Heather
eadows free and open.
OPQ’M'E
- ESSENTIAL
s 17 @ proTo
) : Bellingham Mt Shuksan with
Q 3 Picture Lake in the
m i foreground.
tf' N q o .
oA
BEST FOR
B 57 miles HIKING
Heliotrope Ridge Trail . Heliotrope Ridge Trail
gga”i\ﬁtﬁg'ts"”,oze with 84 miles from forest to meadow
\\ggﬁxgrfﬁl gpgci':: ozen Artist Point to glacier in 7.4
\\1 A | Bring a camera or easel scenery-packed miles.
r S ) to this gorgeous
/ ) high-altitude wilderness
. 9 113
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Mt Baker &
Lummi Island

The 57-mile Mt Baker Scenic Byway that winds
east from metropolitan Bellingham to the other-
worldly flower meadows of Artist Point is one of the
Northwest’s most magic-invoking drives, replete
with moss-draped forests and gurgling creeks.
Affix Lummi Island onto the start with its slow-
motion traffic and feisty insularity, and you've got
pretty much every facet the Pacific Northwest has

to offer.

© Lummi Island

Not technically one of
the San Juan Islands
but with them in spirit,
Lummi acts as a bucolic
buffer to the fast-
spreading tentacles of
American outlet-mall
culture that plagues

the I-5. A slender green
finger of land measuring
approximately 9 miles
long by 2 miles wide, and
supporting a population
of just under 1000,

this tranquil dose of
rural realism is home
to the world’s only
reef-net salmon fishing
operation, a pioneering
agritourism project and
an unhurried tempo of

114

life best epitomized by
the island’s maximum
speed limit - a tortoise-
like 25mph.

One of the main
reasons to come to
Lummi is to sample the
food at the reservations-
only Willows Inn
([2)360-758-2620; www.
willows-inn.com; tasting
menu $135; &4 dinner Wed-
Thu) restaurant. The
chefs forage for many
of the locally grown
ingredients, and the
place has garnered
international accolades
in recent years.

M= pr1g

The Drive » If you're starting
from the Willows Inn, take the
Island’s loop road to Lummi'’s
small ferry terminal on the east
shore. The five-minute crossing
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runs every 20 minutes (hourly
at weekends) to Gooseberry
Point on the mainland. From
here, head north on Haxton Rd
and right on Slater Rd to join I-5.
Forge several miles south and
exit to Bellingham.

© Bellingham
Imagine a slightly
less-eccentric slice
of Portland, Oregon,
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Bellingham, a green, .
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livable settlement that " Drive & You'll find plenty
has taken the libertine, Whidbey Island more Cascade giants
nothing-is-too-weird If you enjoyed Lummi starting in Everett (p79),
ethos of Oregon’s Island, veer off along 60 miles south down I-5.
‘City of Roses’ and Chuckanut Drive for more

given it a peculiarly pastoral scenery (p69).
Washingtonian twist.
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Mild in both manners
and weather, the ‘city
of subdued excitement,
as a local mayor once
dubbed it, is historically
four different towns -
Fairhaven, Sehome,
Whatcom and
Bellingham - that
amalgamated into a
single metro area in
the late 19th century.
Despite vestiges of an
ugly industrial past
along the waterfront,
and a flirtation with
out-of-town 1980s mall
development directed
mainly toward bargain-
hunting Canadians,
Bellingham’s downtown
has been revitalized

DETOUR:

in recent years with
intra-urban trails,
independent food coops,
fine brunch spots and -
in genteel Fairhaven -

a rejuvenated historic
district. It’s an ideal
place to stretch your
legs (p140).

,\@ 2= p119

The Drive ) The Mt Baker
Scenic Byway officially begins
at exit 255 of I-5 on Sunset Dr,
which, within a mile, becomes
the Mt Baker Hwy. The road
quickly escapes the scattered
Bellingham suburbs and dips
into the surprisingly pastoral
landscape of the Baker foothills.
At the Hannegan Rd intersection
you can detour north to the
town of Lynden.

GO DUTCH

Start: e Bellingham

© Mt Baker
Vineyards

Wrong side of the
Cascade Mountains

for grape-growing,
you’re thinking. Think
again! The Mt Baker
Vineyards & Winery
(www.mountbakervineyards.
com; 4298 Mt Baker Hwy;
&3noon-5pm Thu-Sun) is a
star player in the Puget
Sound AVA (American
Viticultural Area),
where a cool, wet, year-
round climate favors
the sowing of mainly
white grape varietals
such as Siegerrebe and
Madeleine Angevine.
It’s been in operation

Washington state has an interesting stash of small towns that harbor a palpable
European influence. Leavenworth, in the Eastern Cascades, draws in thousands
of tourists annually with an authentic Bavarian look (not to mention its beer and
sausages); Poulsbo, near Seattle, has a detectable Norwegian flavor. Lynden,
meanwhile, located a few miles north of the Mt Baker Scenic Byway in the
agricultural lowlands of the Nooksack Valley, is unmistakably Dutch.

First settled in the 1850s, the area received its first wave of Dutch settlers in the
early 1900s - a steady trickle of Calvinist farmers who arrived from the Netherlands
via brief stopovers in the Midwest. United by raspberries (the town produces 60%
of the US crop), they formed a Christian Reform Church and set up mixed farms on
the kind of flat pastoral fields that would have had Van Gogh grasping for his paint

palette.

As well as competing for the prize of ‘cleanest town in the US, Lynden also
excels in historical preservation. Handsome Front St includes a 72ft windmill, a mall
with a canal, various Dutch eateries and the inspired Lynden Pioneer Museum
(www.lyndenpioneermuseum.com; 217 Front St; admission $7; €310am-4pm Mon-Sat), which
eloquently catalogs the pioneer experience.

Rumor has it that people from as far away as California plan pie sorties to Lynden
Dutch Bakery (421 Front St; €& 7am-4pm Mon-Thu, to 5pm Fri & Sat) a few doors down. Try
the split-pea soup or humungous rhubarb and raspberry pie.
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since 1982, longer than
many of the trendy
‘nouveau’ Walla Walla
places. Let curiosity get
the better of you and hit
its understated tasting
room.

The Drive » The well-
signposted Scenic Byway
(SR-542) tracks the North Fork
of the Nooksack River from
where it splits near Denning.
Ignore various turnoffs in the
small settlements of Kendall

and Maple Falls, and continue
due east. Maple Falls is your
last potential gas stop until you
return (in 66 miles).

O Glacier

A tiny service center and
the last proper settlement
before Mt Baker, Glacier
is basically a ranger
station, two restaurants,
a ski shop and a small

Lummi Island

store. This is where SR-
542 enters the Mt Baker-
Snoqualmie National
Forest. Consequently,
many of Mt Baker’s

best trails start near
here. A highlight is the
7.4-mile out-and-back
Heliotrope Ridge Trail,
which begins 8 miles
down unpaved USFS Rd
39, 1 mile east of Glacier.
The trail takes hikers
from thick old-growth
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forest to flower-filled
meadows and, ultimately,
a breathtaking Coleman
Glacier overlook. At the
2-mile point, the path
for the Coleman Glacier
ascent of Mt Baker
branches to the left. Call
into the excellent ranger
station for maps, trail
information and forest
passes ($5).

,\f |2= p119

The Drive » You're now

in the Mt Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest, where the trees
tell a different story: tall moss-
covered behemoths that look
like ghostly old men sporting
green beards. Keep straight on
the highway for 6 miles to the
Wells Creek Rd. Turn right here
and follow the forest road for
half a mile to a parking area and
the Nooksack Falls viewpoint.

TRIP HIGHLIGHT

© Nooksack Falls
Powerful Nooksack Falls
drop 175ft into a deep
gorge. This was the

site of one of America’s
oldest hydropower
facilities, built in 1906
and abandoned in 1997.
Sharp-eyed movie nerds
will recognize it as one
of the hunting scenes in
the 1978 film, The Deer
Hunter.

The Drive ) Rejoin the
Scenic Byway and continue
east paralleling the Nooksack
River. Beyond milepost 48, the
road leaves the river valley and
starts to climb via a series of
switchbacks. Mt Shuksan soon
comes into view and at the
road’s 52 milepost you'll spy
the Mt Baker Ski Area’s White
Salmon Day Lodge on the left.
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© Heather Meadows
& Ski Area

Receiving record-
breaking annual snowfall
and enjoying one of the
longest seasons in the
US, the Mt Baker Ski
Area (www.mtbaker.us)
prides itself in being the
classic ‘nonresort’ ski
area and a rustic antidote
to Whistler in Canada.
While luxury facilities
are thin on the ground,
the fast, adrenaline-
fueled terrain has
garnered many dedicated
admirers. It was also
one of the first North
American ski locations
to accommodate and
encourage snowboarders.
There are two day
lodges, both equipped
with restaurants/
cafeterias: the
Cascadian-flavored White
Salmon Day Lodge at
milepost 52 and the
Heather Meadows Day
Lodge, 4 miles higher up.
In high summer,
Picture Lake is the
object of most people’s
affections. The view of
Mt Shuksan reflected in
its iridescent waters is a
Facebook staple. You can
wander for a half-mile
around its shore taking
follow-up snaps, or drive
1 mile further up to the
Heather Meadows Visitor
Center and plenty more
trailheads.

The Drive » Stay right when
the road forks at Picture Lake.
The last 3 miles (mileposts 55
to 58) of the byway are only

open from around mid-July
to September and subject to
a $5 fee. The road terminates
at a parking lot at Artist Point
(5140ft).

@ Artist Point

A picnic spot
extraordinaire
surrounded by what

is perhaps the best
high-altitude wilderness
area in the US that is
accessible by road, Artist
Point at 5140ft is high -
so high that in 2011 it
remained snowed-in all
year. Various hikes fan
out from here overlooked
by the dual seductresses
of Mt Baker and Mt
Shuksan. Some are
appropriate for families
and most are snow-free
by mid-July.

The interpretive Artist
Ridge Trail is an easy
1-mile loop through
heather and berry
fields with the craggy
peaks of Baker and
Shuksan scowling in the
background. Another
option is the half-
mile Fire and Ice Trail
adjacent to the Heather
Meadows Visitors
Center, which explores
a valley punctuated by
undersized mountain
hemlock; or the 7.5-mile
Chain Lakes Loop that
starts at the Artist
Point parking lot before
dropping down to
pass a half-dozen icy
lakes surrounded by
huckleberry meadows.



Eating & Sleeping

Lummi Island @

N 2= willows Inn  Boutique Hotel $8$
([2)360-758-2620; www.willows-inn.com; 2579
West Shore Dr; r $140-300; [#][&)) Of Lummi's
two accommodation options, this 100-year-

old beauty reigns supreme with a variety

of compact but cozy rooms poised above

the Rosario Strait. It also has a creative and
internationally lauded restaurant, where pretty
much all the ingredients are hauled from nearby
Nettles Farm or the island’s unique reef-net
fishing operation.

Bellingham @

X Mount Bakery Creperie, Brunch $§
(www.mountbakery.com; 309 West Champion

St; brunch $6-12; &38am-3:30pm) This is where
you go on Sunday mornings with a copy of the
New York Times for Belgian waffles, crepes

and organic eggs done any way you like. On
weekends everyone with a bike in Bellingham
seems to end up here swapping two-wheeled
tales.

N Pepper Sisters Southwestern $$
(www.peppersisters.com; 1055 N State St; mains
$11-15; € from 5pm Tue-Sun, closed Mon; [¢#))
People travel from far and wide to visit this cult
restaurant with its bright turquoise booths.

The food is hard to categorize: call it American
Southwestern cuisine with a Northwestern
twist. Try the cilantro-and-pesto quesadillas or
blue cornrellenos.

|2= Hotel Bellwether Boutique Hotel $$
([2360-392-3100; www.hotelbellwether.com;
1Bellwether Way; r $165-284, lighthouse from
$398; [#](®)) Bellingham's finest and most
charismatic hotel is positioned on a redeveloped
part of the waterfront and offers views over

toward the whale-like hump of Lummi Island.
Billing itself as a European hotel, the Bellwether
advertises 66 luxury individually crafted rooms.
Its crowning glory is the celebrated 900-sq-ft
lighthouse condominium, an old converted
three-story lighthouse with a wonderful private
lookout.

Glacier @

N 11 caffe Rifugio Cafe $$
(www.ilcafferifugio.com; 5415 Mt Baker Hwy;
4Thu-Sun) Just when you thought you were
entering the wilderness, a little bit of Portland
floats out to meet you. If you assumed your

first glimpse of Baker was serendipitous, check
out rural Denning where this Euro-centric
cafe-restaurant offers big-city quality with field-
to-plate freshness. Curry chicken and tortellini
Alfredo? Ease on those brakes!

N Milano’s Restaurant & Deli [talian $$
(www.milanorestaurant.us; 9990 Mt Baker

Hwy; dinner $16-20) In common with much of
the Mt Baker area, Milano’s doesn't win any
‘wows' for its fancy interior decor. But when

the pasta’s al dente, the bread'’s oven-fresh

and you've got an appetite that's been turned
ravenous by successive bouts of white-knuckle
snowboarding, who's complaining?

|2= Inn at Mt Baker B&B $$
((21360-599-1359; www.theinnatmtbaker.com;
8174 Mt Baker Hwy; r $155-165) When Mt Baker
breaks through the clouds, the views from

this rural B&B are unsurpassable. Situated
just west of Glacier, uncluttered rooms and
ample skylights give this place a light, airy feel.
Breakfast is taken on a spectacular deck -
weather permitting in the summer. When it
gets stormy you can enjoy comfortable rocking
chairs and a cozy communal reading room.
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International
Selkirk Loop

11

Covering two American states and one Canadian province, and
Juxtaposing splendiferous scenery with (frankly) oddball towns,
the Selkirk is the great unsung byway of the Pacific Northwest.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

148 miles
Kootenay Lake Ferry Columbia Brewery
The world's longest Creston’s bastion of
free ferry ride is also a Kokanee beer offers
scene-stealer tours and samples

Nelson
Canada’s little
contrarian has e_
preserved its Victorian
buildings and charm
Tiger
(2)

Newport

START/
FINISH

Sandpoint

Adventure town on Lake
Pend Oreille with a cult
outdoors following

3 DAYS
280 MILES/450KM

GREAT FOR...
0§

BEST TIME TO GO
May to October for
sun-dappled lake
views.

- ESSENTIAL
PHOTO
Anything with the
turquoise waters of
Kootenay Lake init.

BEST FOR
ROADSIDE
ATTRACTIONS
The Glass House, an
unbreakable cultural
icon made completely
out of glass bottles.
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International
Selkirk Loop

Borders are arbitrary in the Selkirks, a more remote
and geologically older antidote to the Rockies,
where curious roadside attractions verge on the
esoteric and the word ‘clamorous’ means the
occasional moose blocking your views of so-
clear-you-can-drink-it Kootenay Lake. Pack your
passport, shake the crowds and plunge into this
wildly scenic binational loop through the forgotten
corners of Washington, Idaho and British Columbia.

© Newport

Newport, a Washington
state lavender-growing
and logging town, faces
off against Oldtown
(the town’s original
incarnation) which sits
across the state line in
Idaho. The visitors center
is situated next to the
Pend Oreille County
Historical Museum
(www.pocmuseum.org; 402
S Washington Ave; donation
accepted; &510am-4pm May-
Oct), housed in a 1908
train depot and filled
with local farming and
railway paraphernalia.
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Both look out onto
carefully manicured
Centennial Plaza that
sits majestically at the
head of Washington Ave
(US 2), your ticket out of
town.

The Drive » Follow US 2 east
on the north bank of the Pend

Oreille River through the town of

Priest River to Sandpoint.

©® Sandpoint
Within 45 minutes of
leaving Washington at
Newport you hit one of
the Northwest’s rarest

jewels: Sandpoint, Idaho,

whose 7500 souls make
up the largest US town
on the loop. Squeezed
between the downhill
runs of Schweitzer
Mountain and the deep

Cascade Drive

Drive west via
Spokane and I-90 to
the next spectacular
mountain range, the
volcano-punctuated,
snow-enveloped
Cascades (p77).

Circling the
Rockies
Since you brought your
passport all this way,
you might as well use
it further north in what
they call the real Rockies
(p337).

CRESTON VALLEY
WILDLIFE AREA

Nature lovers and birders should detour 6 miles
(10km) west of Creston to the Creston Valley
Wildlife Area (www.crestonwildlife.ca), part of the
region’s most important wildlife corridor. Walk the
boardwalks and spot osprey, tundra swans, pelicans
or great blue herons from the two birding towers,

or sign up for an hour-long guided canoe paddle
through the wetlands. Dawn and dusk are the best

times to spot wildlife, including the occasional
moose chomping in the shadows. Don't miss the
very sweet ‘turtle crossing’ road sign.

waters of Lake Pend
Oreille, Sandpoint is

the most discovered
‘undiscovered’ town in
the nation (countless
magazines list it on
their ‘hidden jewel’
lists). Budget a couple of
hours to stroll the bars,
restaurants and shops
of 1st Ave and sup vino
in the Pend D'Oreille
Winery (www.powine.com;
220 Cedar St; €&910am-6pm
Mon-Thu, to 7pm Fri-Sat, noon-

5pm Sun), which also offers

tours of its tres francais
production process.
Sandpoint is right
on Lake Pend Oreille
(‘hanging from the ears,’
pronounced ‘ponderay’),
and the white sand and
jet-skis of City Beach
are the closest the Idaho
Panhandle ever gets to
Miami. Bring a swimsuit

and preferably some kind

of boat.

M= pro7

The Drive 2> Hwy 15 heads
to Bonner's Ferry, originally
built on stilts at the site of a

gold rush river crossing, and
continues north past ranches,
Christmas-tree farms and

the world's largest hop farm
at Elk Mountain. Branch onto
SR-1and cross into Canada at
the Porthill-Rykerts border
crossing, where you join
Canadian Hwy 21.

© Creston

Creston advertises
its premier business
with a statue of a 7ft
Sasquatch (Bigfoot)
making off with a six-
pack. Fear not; this is the
home of the Columbia
Brewery ([J]250-428-
9344;1220 Erikson St; tours
$5; €9:30am-4:30pm
Mon-Fri mid-May-mid-Oct),
conjurers of the Kokanee
and Kootenay brands.
The brewery allows tours
(four daily) and visits to
the sample room. It may
not be the most knockout
pint in the region but,
hey, free beer, dude!
Creston’s other pulls
are fruit (apples and
cherries dominate) and
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murals (local artists have
instituted an art walk
and mural tour). The
downtown’s art deco-
heavy architecture is
interrupted by two grain
elevators - the only two
city-center silos left in
Canada, apparently.

N p1o7

The Drive ) The jewel-like
fjord of Kootenay Lake bursts
into view a few miles outside
Creston, a 90-mile slice of
turquoise framed by the peaks
of the Selkirk and Purcell
ranges, whose waters are pure
enough to drink. This section
is the most scenic of the
entire drive and is a favorite of
motorcyclists who brave the
curves until Boswell.

O Boswell

The wackiest sight on the
eastern shore is without
doubt Boswell’s Glass
House (Hwy 3A, Boswell, BC;
admission CAN$S8; &98am-
8pm Jul & Aug, 9am-5pm
May-Jun & Sep-Oct). With

a mortuarist’s sense of
humor, funeral director
David H Brown decided
to build his dream
retirement home out of
used embalming-fluid
bottles, half a million

of them in total (and,
more incredibly, then
persuaded his wife this
was a good idea). The
result is a whimsy of
turrets, towers, bridges

and even a garden shed,
all made from recycled
bottles. Brown then
topped this off with an
interior decorated with
fearless 1970s panache
and a small army of
garden gnomes. No, it
ain’t pretty, but it is
weird.

2= p127

The Drive »» Keep on lake-
hugging Hwy 3A to Crawford
Bay.

© Crawford Bay

Wizards and muggles
(nonwizards) with a
penchant for Harry
Potter will find empathy



in Crawford Bay on
Kootenay Lake at North
Woven Broom (www.
northwovenbroom.com;

Hwy 3A, Crawford Bay, BC;
&39am-5pm Mar-mid-Oct;
[#)), maker of traditional
brooms since 1975.

One can only assume
that orders have gone
through the roof since
the late 1990s when

the word ‘Quidditch’ (a
fictional sport in the
Potter books that is
played on broomsticks)
entered the language.
Numerous US colleges,
including Harvard, now
compete in real-life
Quidditch cups and

the workshop’s owners

once made 50 Nimbus
2000s (Harry Potter’s
prized broomstick) for a
Vancouver book launch.
The workshop’s feathery
golden hues and musky
broomcorn fragrance are
surprisingly beguiling,
almost sensual, and
there’s something
comforting about

its almost total lack

of modernity. While
you're here, check

out the glassblowers,
blacksmith’s forge and
weavers’ studio across
the road.

The Drive ) The highway
runs out 3 miles (5km) west of
Crawford Bay, and it's time for
the ferry.

Nelson

O Kootenay Lake
Ferry

Bridges are overrated.
Go slow on the world’s
longest free ferry ride,
courtesy of the Canadian
Government and the
Kootenay Lake Ferry.
The scenic crossing
departs every hour or so
and offers 40 minutes of
superb lake views before
docking at Balfour,
some 20 miles (32km)
northeast of Nelson. If
you have some time to
kill before departure,
drive south from the
ferry terminal for
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BORDER CROSSING

Since new border regulations were introduced in
June 2009, you now need a passport, enhanced
driving license or NEXUS card to travel between the
US and Canada. Returning to the US you can claim
up to $400 of goods without duty after 48 hours or

$750 after seven days.

3 miles (5km) to a
turnout that marks

a section of Pilot

Bay Provincial Park,

a shoreline haven
punctuated with walking
trails and the charming
white clapboard 1907
Pilot Bay lighthouse.

The Drive ) At the ferry
landing, take SR-31 alongside
Kootenay Lake's West Arm to
Nelson.

© Nelson

Nelson has always flirted
with contrarianism.
It kept its early-20th-
century boomtown
buildings when everyone
else was tearing theirs
down, and it welcomed
US Vietnam-era draft
dodgers with open arms
when their own country
sought to prosecute them.
Outdoorsy, alternative
and organic, the
historic former mining
town has a tangible
Victorian air, and is
considered by many to
b