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Note from the Editors

In an election season when predictable rhetoric abounds and debates are substitutes for sleeping pills, where the spineless, humorless, and faceless limp along in the scramble for the presidency, only one man truly stands above the herd. His name: Trump. Donald Trump. With his blunt honesty, devastating wit, and endless comebacks, Trump is what no other politician dares to be—humorous. In his honor, we gathered over two hundred of his best quotes—on everything from women (he likes most of them, he really does) to the American Dream (his life). We sprinkled in quotes from his favorite foes about him, and a few words from shrinks analyzing his mind. More than any biography, Trump in his own words amply defines the real man, unvarnished, uninhibited, and unbelievable. 

For the 99% this 99-cent pamphlet is all you need. 

For the rest of you, if he makes it all the way to the White House, we’ll publish a commemorative edition in leather with his name embossed in gold.

—The Beyond Books Editors
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Trump: An Appreciator of Women

“Beauty and elegance, whether in a woman, a building, or a work of art is not just superficial or something pretty to see.”

—Donald Trump, Trump 101: The Way to Success (New Jersey: Wiley John and Sons, 2006).
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“That must be a pretty picture, you dropping to your knees.”

—Donald Trump, Celebrity Apprentice: All Stars, NBC, 2013.
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“For a man to be successful he needs support at home, just like my father had from my mother, not someone who is always griping and bitching. When a man has to endure a woman who is not supportive and complains constantly about his not being home enough or not being attentive enough, he will not be very successful, unless he is able to cut the cord.”

—Donald Trump, Trump: The Art of the Comeback (New York: Times Books, 1997).

[image: Images]

“I would never buy Ivana any decent jewels or pictures. Why give her negotiable assets?”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Anthony Savignano, “After the Gold Rush,” Vanity Fair, September 1990.
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“You know, it doesn’t really matter what [the media] write[s] as long as you’ve got a young and beautiful piece of ass.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Harry Hurt III, “Donald Trump Gets Small,” Esquire, 1991.
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“My favorite part [of Pulp Fiction] is when Sam has his gun out in the diner and he tells the guy to tell his girlfriend to shut up. Tell that bitch to be cool. Say: ‘Bitch be cool.’ I love those lines.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Timothy O’Brien, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Time Warner, 2005).
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“All of the women on The Apprentice flirted with me—consciously or unconsciously. That’s to be expected.”

—Donald Trump and Meredith McIver, Trump: How To Get Rich (New York: Random House, 2004).
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“It’s certainly not groundbreaking news that the early victories by the women on The Apprentice were, to a very large extent, dependent on their sex appeal.”

—Donald Trump and Meredith McIver, Trump: How To Get Rich (New York: Random House, 2004).
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“You know who’s one of the great beauties of the world, according to everybody? And I helped create her. Ivanka. My daughter Ivanka. She’s six feet tall, she’s got the best body. She made a lot money as a model—a tremendous amount.”

—Donald Trump, The Howard Stern Show, 2003.
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“. . . she does have a very nice figure. I’ve said if Ivanka weren’t my daughter, perhaps I’d be dating her.”

—Donald Trump, The View, ABC, March 6, 2006.
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. . . But Not All Women

“Women have one of the great acts of all time. The smart ones act very feminine and needy, but inside they are real killers. The person who came up with the expression ‘the weaker sex’ was either very naive or had to be kidding. I have seen women manipulate men with just a twitch of their eye—or perhaps another body part.”

—Donald Trump, Trump: The Art of the Comeback (New York: Times Books, 1997).
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“Marla was always wanting me to spend more time with her. ‘Why can’t you be home at five o’clock like other husbands?’ she would ask. Sometimes, when I was in the wrong mood, I would give a very materialistic answer. ‘Look, I like working. You don’t mind traveling around in beautiful helicopters and airplanes, and you don’t mind living at the top of Trump Tower, or at Mar-a-Lago, or traveling to the best hotels, or shopping in the best stores and never having to worry about money, do you?’ ”

—Donald Trump, Trump: The Art of the Comeback (New York: Times Books, 1997).
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“26,000 unreported sexual assaults in the military—only 238 convictions. What did these geniuses expect when they put men & women together?”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, May 7, 2013, 4:04 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“There was blood coming out of [Megyn Kelly’s] eyes, blood coming out of her . . . wherever.”

—Donald Trump, CNN Tonight, CNN, August 7, 2015.
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“Look at [Carly Fiorina’s] face! Would anyone vote for that? Can you imagine that, the face of our next president?! . . . I mean, she’s a woman, and I’m not s’posedta say bad things, but really, folks, come on. Are we serious?”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Paul Solotaroff, “Trump Seriously: On the Trail With the GOP’s Tough Guy,” Rolling Stone, September 9, 2015.
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“While @BetteMidler is an extremely unattractive woman, I refuse to say that because I always insist on being politically correct.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, October 28, 2012, 8:59 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“@ariannahuff is unattractive both inside and out. I fully understand why her former husband left her for a man—he made a good decision.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, August 28, 2012, 7:54 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“Rosie O’Donnell is disgusting—both inside and out. If you take a look at her, she’s a slob. How does she even get on television? If I were running The View, I’d fire Rosie. I’d look her right in that fat, ugly face of hers and say, ‘Rosie, you’re fired.’ We’re all a little chubby, but Rosie’s just worse than most of us. But it’s not the chubbiness—Rosie is a very unattractive person, both inside and out.”

—Donald Trump, Entertainment Tonight, CBS, 2006.
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“Angelina Jolie is sort of amazing because everyone thinks she’s like this great beauty. And I’m not saying she’s an unattractive woman, but she’s not a beauty, by any stretch of the imagination. I really understand beauty.”

—Donald Trump, Larry King Live, October 9, 2007, CNN.
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“My big mistake with Ivana was taking her out of the role of wife and allowing her to run one of my casinos in Atlantic City, then the Plaza Hotel. . . . Ivana worked very hard, and I appreciated the effort, but I soon began to realize that I was married to a businessperson rather than a wife.”

—Donald Trump, Trump: The Art of the Comeback (New York: Times Books, 1997).
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“I was bored when [Marla] was walking down the aisle. I kept thinking, What the hell am I doing here? I was so deep into my business stuff. I couldn’t think of anything else.”

—Donald Trump, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Warner Books, 2005).
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“After Friday’s Twilight release, I hope Robert Pattinson will not be seen in public with Kristen—she will cheat on him again!”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, November 13, 2012, 1:15 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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The Donald Attacks

“Hillary Clinton was the worst secretary of state in the history of the United States. Hillary was the worst. In the history of the United States, there’s never been a secretary of state so bad as Hillary. The world blew up around us, we lost everything, including all relationships. There wasn’t one good thing that came out of that administration or her being secretary of state.”

—Donald Trump, interview by Katy Tur, NBC News, June 8, 2015.
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“Jeb Bush will not be able to negotiate against Mexico. Jeb Bush with Mexico said, ‘People, come in, they come in, it’s an act of love, OK?’ ”

—Donald Trump, GOP Lincoln Day 2015, Birch Run, Michigan, August 11, 2015.
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“What a convenient mistake: @BarackObama issued a statement for Kwanza (sic) but failed to issue one for Christmas.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, December 28, 2011, 8:02 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“Our great African American President hasn’t exactly had a positive impact on the thugs who are so happily and openly destroying Baltimore!”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, April 27, 2015, 9:38 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“[John McCain]’s not a war hero. He’s a war hero because he was captured. I like people that weren’t captured, okay? I hate to tell you.”

—Donald Trump, Family Leadership Summit, Ames, Iowa, July 18, 2015.
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“Jeb Bush or Hillary, or one of these politicians, all controlled by lobbyists and special interests—and donors, people like me from previous months—total control. Bing bing, bong bong bong, bing bing. You know what that is, right?”

—Donald Trump, GOP Lincoln Day 2015, Birch Run, Michigan, August 11, 2015.

[image: Images]

“They had no definitive proof against Tom Brady or #patriots. If Hillary doesn’t have to produce Emails, why should Tom? Very unfair!”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, May 11, 2015, 6:22 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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Show Him the Money

“It’s always good to do things nice and complicated so that nobody can figure it out.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Mark Singer, “Trump Solo,” The New Yorker, May 19, 1997.
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“If you don’t tell people about your success, they probably won’t know about it.”

—Donald Trump and Meredith McIver, Trump: How To Get Rich (New York: Random House, 2004).
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“Let’s say I was worth $10. People would say, ‘Who the [expletive] are you?’ You understand? They know my statement. Fortune. My book, The Art of the Deal, based on my fortune. If I didn’t make a fortune, who the [expletive] is going to buy The Art of the Deal? That’s why they watched The Apprentice. Because of my great success.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Robert Costa, “Listening to Donald Trump Swear and Talk Politics on his Private Plane,” Washington Post, July 12, 2015.
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“Cash is king, and that’s one of the beauties of the casino business.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“How much have I made off the casinos? Off the record, a lot.”

—Donald Trump, Master Apprentice, NBC, 2005.
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“It is an ability to become an entrepreneur, a great athlete, a great writer. You’re either born with it or you’re not.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“For me, business comes easier than relationships.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Cal Fussman, “What I’ve Learned,” Esquire, January 2004.

[image: Images]

“My attitude is if somebody’s willing to pay me $225,000 to make a speech, it seems stupid not to show up. You know why I’ll do it? Because I don’t think anyone’s ever been paid that much.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in “Trump Solo,” Mark Singer, The New Yorker, May 19, 1997.
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“I look very much forward to showing my financials, because they are huge.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Michael Scherer, “In the Presence of Donald Trump,” TIME, April 14, 2011.
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“A lot of people build a brand and they study it very carefully and every move is calculated. My moves are not calculated. My moves are totally uncalculated.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Timothy O’Brien, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Time Warner, 2005).
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“People think I’m a gambler. I’ve never gambled in my life. To me, a gambler is someone who plays slot machines. I prefer to own slot machines. It’s a very good business being the house.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“And while I can’t honestly say I need an 80-foot living room, I do get a kick out of having one.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“Let me tell you something about the rich. They have a very low threshold for pain.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Tony Schwartz, “The Cold War on Central Park South,” New York magazine, February 11, 1985.
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“Fighting for the last penny is a very good philosophy to have.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Cal Fussman, “The Titans: Donald Trump, Jack Welch, Bob Lutz,” Esquire, January 2004.
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“I aim very high, and then I just keep pushing and pushing and pushing to get what I’m after.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“Sometimes, part of making a deal is denigrating your competition.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“When I build something for somebody, I always add $50 million or $60 million onto the price. My guys come in, they say it’s going to cost $75 million. I say it’s going to cost $125 million, and I build it for $100 million. Basically, I did a lousy job. But they think I did a great job.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Susan Heller Anderson and David W. Dulap, “New York Day by Day; From Top Dollar to Bottom Line,” New York Times, July 1, 1986.
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“Free trade is terrible. Free trade can be wonderful if you have smart people. But we have stupid people.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“I know how to sell. Selling is life. You can have the greatest singer in the world, but if nobody knows who he is, he’ll never have the opportunity to sing.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Robert H. Boyle, “The USFL’s Trump Card,” Sports Illustrated, February 13, 1984.
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Trump’s American Dream

“I think if this country gets any kinder or gentler, it’s literally going to cease to exist.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“I’ve evolved on many issues over the years. And you know who else has? Ronald Reagan evolved on many issues. And I am pro-life . . . And what happened is friends of mine years ago were going to have a child, and it was going to be aborted. And it wasn’t aborted. And that child today is a total superstar, a great, great child. And I saw that. And I saw other instances. And I am very, very proud to say that I am pro-life.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“Well, I just think that the booming economy that we create by my plan would keep the money here because it’s incentive. They’re going to want to be where the action is. They’re going to want to be where the good economy is. And they move their money around, hey, including me. You move your money around where the action is, and now it’s a real world economy. But this country would be booming. We’d have no debt. It would be unbelievable.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Marcus Baram, “Trump Once Proposed Tax On Wealthy To Plug Deficit,” Huffington Post, April 26, 2011.
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“If we have another three or four years—we’re at $8 trillion now—we’re soon going to be at $20 trillion. According to the economists—who I’m not big believers in, but, nevertheless, this is what they’re saying—that $24 trillion—we’re very close—that’s the point of no return. $24 trillion. We will be there soon. That’s when we become Greece. That’s when we become a country that’s unsalvageable. And we’re gonna be there very soon. We’re gonna be there very soon.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“Because I have used the laws of this country, the chapter laws, to do a great job for my company, for myself, for my employees, for my family. I have never gone bankrupt, by the way. I have never.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“Out of hundreds of deals that I’ve done, on four occasions I’ve taken advantage of the laws of this country, like other people. The difference is, when somebody else uses those laws, nobody writes about it. When I use it, they say, ‘Trump, Trump, Trump.’ ”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“These lenders aren’t babies. These are total killers. These are not the nice, sweet little people that you think, OK? I had the good sense to leave Atlantic City; every company virtually in Atlantic City went bankrupt.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“We need to lower the US corporate tax rate from 39 percent to zero. . . . We are the greatest country on planet earth—the world’s companies want to be here. A zero percent corporate tax would create an unprecedented jobs boom. Millions of jobs would materialize.”

—Donald Trump, Time to Get Tough: Making America #1 Again (New York: Regnery Publishing, 2011), 54.
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“I love capitalism enough to protect it. There has to be a level playing field where everyone can compete fairly. The guy swinging a hammer all day shouldn’t have the government reaching in his pocket and handing his taxes to Obama’s big-shot donors. It’s wrong and unfair.”

—Donald Trump, Time to Get Tough: Making America #1 Again (New York: Regnery Publishing, 2011), 188.
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“Civilized people don’t put up with barbaric behavior. Would it have been civilized to put Hitler in prison? No—it would have been an affront to civilization. The same is true of criminals who prey on innocent people. They have declared war on civilization. I don’t care if the victim is a CEO or a floor sweeper. A life is a life, and if you criminally take an innocent life you’d better be prepared to forfeit your own. My only complaint is that lethal injection is too comfortable a way to go.”

—Donald Trump, The America We Deserve (New York: Renaissance Books, 2000), 102–103.
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“I see the values of this country in the way crime is tolerated, where the people are virtually afraid to say, ‘I want the death penalty.’ Well, I want it. Where has this country gone when you’re not supposed to put in a grave the son-of-a-bitch who robbed, beat, murdered, and threw a 90-year-old woman off the building?”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“I can’t believe that executing criminals doesn’t have a deterrent effect. To point out the extreme, 100 percent of the people who are executed never commit another crime. And it seems self-evident (we can’t put numbers to this) that a lot of people who might otherwise commit a capital crime are convinced not to because they know there’s a chance they could die for it.”

—Donald Trump, The America We Deserve (New York: Renaissance Books, 2000),
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“Young male murderers, we are constantly told, are led astray by violent music and violent movies. Fair enough. I believe that people are affected by what they read, see, hear, and experience. Only a fool believes otherwise. So you can’t say on one hand that a kid is affected by music and movies and then turn around and say he is absolutely not affected when he turns on the evening news and sees that a criminal has gone to the chair for killing a child. Obviously capital punishment isn’t going to deter everyone. But how can it not put the fear of death into many would-be killers?”

—Donald Trump, The America We Deserve (New York: Renaissance Books, 2000),
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“[As president I’d] end Common Core. Common Core is a disaster. Bush is totally in favor of Common Core. I don’t see how he can possibly get the nomination. He’s weak on immigration. He’s in favor of Common Core. How the hell can you vote for this guy? You just can’t do it. We have to end—education has to be local.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“How long do we think the US can survive schools that pretend to teach while our kids pretend to learn? How can a kid hope to build an American Dream when he hasn’t been taught how to spell the word ‘dream’?”

—Donald Trump, The America We Deserve (New York: Renaissance Books, 2000).
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“Until we get this country’s lifeblood—oil—back down to reasonable rates, America’s economy will continue to slump, jobs won’t get created, and American consumers will face ever-rising prices. Obama promised he was going to create millions of so-called ‘green collar’ jobs. He used that promise to justify his massive government giveaway of billions and billions of taxpayers’ dollars to green energy companies. We’re now seeing the results of Obama’s promise and big government scheme.”

—Donald Trump, Time to Get Tough: Making America #1 Again (New York: Regnery Publishing, 2011)
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“We can’t do anything right. Our military has to be strengthened. Our vets have to be taken care of. We have to end ObamaCare, and we have to make our country great again, and I will do that.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“The American work ethic is what led generations of Americans to create our once prosperous nation. That’s what I find so morally offensive about welfare dependency: it robs people of the chance to improve. . . . I love to work. In fact, I like working so much that I seldom take vacations. Because I work so hard, I’ve been privileged to create jobs for tens of thousands of people. And on my hit show, The Apprentice, I get to work with people from all works of life. I’m known for my famous line, ‘You’re fired!’ But the truth is, I don’t like firing people.”

—Donald Trump, Time to Get Tough: Making America #1 Again (New York: Regnery Publishing, 2011)
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“No more massive injections. Tiny children are not horses—one vaccine at a time, over time.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, September 3, 2014, 6:29 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“One of the key problems today is that politics is such a disgrace. Good people don’t go into government. I’d want to change that.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Paul Alexander, “Trump Towers,” The Advocate, February 15, 2000.
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“It’s very possible that I could be the first presidential candidate to run and make money on it.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Jerry Useem and Theodore Spencer, “What Does Donald Trump Really Want?,” Fortune, April 3, 2000.

[image: Images]

“I don’t want to be president. I’m 100 percent sure. I’d change my mind only if I saw this country continue to go down the tubes.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“Well, if I ever ran for office, I’d do better as a Democrat than as a Republican—and that’s not because I’d be more liberal, because I’m conservative. But the working guy would elect me. He likes me.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“I know politicians who love women who don’t even want to be known for that, because they might lose the gay vote, OK?”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“When you need zone changes, you’re political. . . . You know, I’ll support the Democrats, the Republicans, whatever the hell I have to support.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in McKay Coppins, “36 Hours On The Fake Campaign Trail With Donald Trump,” BuzzFeed, February 13, 2014.
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“I will tell you that our system is broken. I gave to many people. Before this, before two months ago, I was a businessman. I give to everybody. When they call, I give. And do you know what? When I need something from them two years later, three years later, I call them—they are there for me.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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Not-So-Politically Correct

“I think the big problem this country has is being politically correct. I don’t have time for total political correctness. And to be honest with you, this country doesn’t have time either. This country is in big trouble. We don’t win anymore. We lose to China. We lose to Mexico, both in trade and at the border. We lose to everybody. And frankly, what I say, and oftentimes it’s fun, it’s kidding. We have a good time. What I say is what I say. But you know, we need strength, we need energy, we need quickness, and we need brain in this country to turn it around.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best. They’re not sending you. They’re not sending you. They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems with us. They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“The Mexican government forces many bad people into our country. Because they’re smart. They’re smarter than our leaders, and their negotiators are far better than what we have, like to a degree that you wouldn’t believe.”

—Donald Trump, interview by Katy Tur, NBC News, June 8, 2015.
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“I have a great relationship with the blacks. I’ve always had a great relationship with the blacks.”

—Donald Trump, interview by Fred Dicker, Talk1300 radio, April 12, 2011.
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“A well-educated black has a tremendous advantage over a well-educated white in terms of the job market. . . . [I]f I were starting off today, I would love to be a well-educated black, because I believe they do have an actual advantage.”

—Donald Trump, The R.A.C.E., NBC News, September 13, 1989.
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“I will build a great wall—and nobody builds walls better than me, believe me—and I’ll build them very inexpensively. I will build a great, great wall on our southern border, and I will make Mexico pay for that wall. Mark my words.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“I’ll win the Latino vote because I’ll create jobs. I’ll create jobs and the Latinos will have jobs they didn’t have.”

—Donald Trump, interview by Katy Tur, NBC News, June 8, 2015.
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“If it weren’t for me, you wouldn’t even be talking about illegal immigration. This was not a subject that was on anybody’s mind until I brought it up at my announcement. The fact is, since then, many killings, murders, crime, drugs are pouring across the border, our money going out and the drugs coming in. And I said we need to build a wall, and it has to be built quickly. And I don’t mind having a big beautiful door in that wall so that people can come into this country legally. But we need to build a wall, we need to keep illegals out.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“I’m leading in the Hispanic vote, and I’m going to win the Hispanic vote. I’m also leading in the regular vote.”

—Donald Trump, GOP Lincoln Day 2015, Birch Run, Michigan, August 11, 2015.
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“I am extremely, extremely tough on illegal immigration. I’m extremely tough on people coming into this country. I believe that if I were running things . . . I doubt that those [9/11 terrorists] would have been in the country. So there’s a good chance that those people would not have been in our country.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News Sunday, FOX, October 18, 2015.
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Trump on Trump

“I’ve never taken drugs of any kind, never had a glass of alcohol. Never had a cigarette, never had a cup of coffee.”

—Donald Trump, The America We Deserve (New York: Renaissance Books, 2000), 24–25.
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“I do whine because I want to win, and I’m not happy about not winning, and I am a whiner, and I keep whining and whining until I win.”

—Donald Trump, interview by Chris Cuomo, New Day CNN, August 10, 2015.
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“Sorry losers and haters, but my I.Q. is one of the highest—and you all know it! Please don’t feel so stupid or insecure. It’s not your fault.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, May 8, 2013, twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“Sometimes it pays to be a little wild.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).

[image: Images]

“If I get my name in the paper, if people pay attention, that’s what matters.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Gwenda Blair, Donald Trump: Master Apprentice, (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2005).
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“The show is Trump. And it is sold-out performances everywhere.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“I play to people’s fantasies. People may not always think big themselves, but they can still get very excited by those who do. That’s why a little hyperbole never hurts. People want to believe that something is the biggest and the greatest and the most spectacular.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“You want to know what total recognition is? I’ll tell you how you know you’ve got it. When the Nigerians on the street corners who don’t speak a word of English, who have no clue, who’re selling watches for some guy in New Jersey—when you walk by and those guys say, ‘Trump! Trump!’ That’s total recognition.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Mark Singer, “Trump Solo,” New Yorker, May 19, 1997.
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“I can’t help it that I’m a celebrity. What am I going to do, hide under a stone?”

—Donald Trump, quoted in USA Today, February 27, 2004.
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“Part of the beauty of me is that I am very rich.”

—Donald Trump, Good Morning America, ABC, March 17, 2011.
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“I’m really rich.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“People say the ’80s are dead, all the luxury, the extravagance. I say, ‘What?’ Am I supposed to change my taste because it’s a new decade? That’s bullshit.”

—Donald, Trump, quoted in Playboy, May 1997.
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“I really value my reputation and I don’t hesitate to sue.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Wayne Barrett, “Donald and Me,” Village Voice, January 15, 1979.
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“I think the brand is huge. What is it about me that gets Larry King his highest ratings?”

—Donald Trump, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Warner Books, 2005).
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“I don’t like to lose.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Marylin Bender, “The Empire and Ego of Donald Trump,” New York Times, August 7, 1983.
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“I’ll do nearly anything within legal bounds to win.”

—Donald Trump, The Art of the Deal (New York: Ballantine Books, 1987).
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“If you don’t win, you can’t get away with it. And I win, I win, I always win. In the end, I always win, whether it’s in golf, whether it’s in tennis, whether it’s in life. I just always win. And I tell people I always win, because I do.”

—Donald Trump, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Warner Books, 2005).
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“If you asked Babe Ruth how he hit home runs, he was unable to tell you. I do things by instinct.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Timothy L. O’Brien and Eric Dash, “The Midas Touch, With Spin on It,” New York Times, September 8, 2004.
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“A lot of people build a brand and they study it very carefully and every move is calculated. My moves are not calculated. My moves are totally uncalculated.”

—Donald Trump, TrumpNation: The Art of Being The Donald (New York: Warner Books, 2005).
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“I think I am a nice person. People who know me like me.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“. . . of course, it’s very hard for them to attack me on looks, because I’m so good looking.”

—Donald Trump, Meet the Press, NBC, August 9, 2015.

[image: Images]

“I do love provoking people.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in McKay Coppins, “Donald Trump, America’s Troll, Gets Tricked into Running for President,” BuzzFeed, February 13, 2014.
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“I want five children, like in my own family, because with five, then I will know that one will be guaranteed to turn out like me.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Anthony Savignano, “After The Goldrush,” Vanity Fair, September 1990.
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“. . . I’m married to my business. It’s been a marriage of love. So, for a woman, frankly, it’s not easy in terms of relationships. But there are a lot of assets.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Jonathan Van Meter, “Did Their Father Really Know Best?,” New York magazine, December 13, 2004.
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“I’m a guy who lies awake at night and thinks and plots.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Julie Baumgold, “Fighting Back: Trump Scrambles off the Canvas,” New York magazine, November 9, 1992.
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“I try to learn from the past, but I plan for the future by focusing exclusively on the present. That’s where the fun is!”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, July 22, 2014, 12:06 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“My fingers are long and beautiful, as, it has been well documented, are various other parts of my body.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Maureen Callahan, “Trump Card,” The New York Post, April 3, 2011.
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Trump vs. the World

“NBC News just called it ‘The Great Freeze’—coldest weather in years. Is our country still spending money on the GLOBAL WARMING HOAX?”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, January 25, 2014, 3:48 p.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“Remember, new ‘environmentally friendly’ lightbulbs can cause cancer. Be careful—the idiots who came up with this stuff don’t care.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, October 17, 2012, 8:39 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“The concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, November 6, 2012, 11:15 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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“[President Trump] would believe very strongly in extreme military strength. He wouldn’t trust anyone. He wouldn’t trust the Russians; he wouldn’t trust our allies; he’d have a huge military arsenal, perfect it, understand it.”

—Donald Trump, quoted in Playboy, March 1990.
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“China is bilking us for hundreds of billions of dollars by manipulating and devaluing its currency. Despite all the happy talk in Washington, the Chinese leaders are not our friends. I’ve been criticized for calling them our enemy. But what else do you call the people who are destroying your children’s and grandchildren’s future? What name would you prefer me to use for the people who are hell bent on bankrupting our nation, stealing our jobs, who spy on us to steal our technology, who are undermining our currency, and who are ruining our way of life?”

—Donald Trump, Time to Get Tough (New York: Regnery Publishing, 2011).
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“Our country is in serious trouble. We don’t have victories anymore. We used to have victories, but we don’t have them. When was the last time anybody saw us beating, let’s say, China in a trade deal? They kill us. I beat China all the time. All the time. When did we beat Japan at anything? They send their cars over by the millions, and what do we do? When was the last time you saw a Chevrolet in Tokyo? It doesn’t exist, folks. They beat us all the time. When do we beat Mexico at the border? They’re laughing at us, at our stupidity. And now they are beating us economically. They are not our friend, believe me. But they’re killing us economically. The US has become a dumping ground for everybody else’s problems.”

—Donald Trump, Presidential announcement speech, Trump Tower, New York, NY, June 16, 2015.
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“I would be so different from what you have right now. Like, the polar opposite. We have a president who doesn’t have a clue. I would say he’s incompetent, but I don’t want to do that because that’s not nice. But if you look at the deals we make, whether it’s the nuclear deal with 24-hour periods—and by the way, before you get to the 24 hours, you have to go through a system. You look at Sgt. Bergdahl, we get Bergdahl, a traitor, and they get five of the big, great killer leaders that they want. We have people in Washington that don’t know what they’re doing. Now, with Iran, we’re making a deal, you would say, we want out our prisoners. We want all these things, and we don’t get anything. We’re giving them $150 billion dollars plus. I’ll tell you what, if Iran was a stock, you folks should go out and buy it right now because you’ll quadruple—this, what’s happening in Iran, is a disgrace, and it’s going to lead to destruction in large portions of the world.”

—Donald Trump, Fox News 2015 GOP primary debate, August 6, 2015.
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“Stop the EBOLA patients from entering the U.S. Treat them, at the highest level, over there. THE UNITED STATES HAS ENOUGH PROBLEMS!”

—Donald Trump, Twitter post, August 1, 2014, 5:22 a.m., twitter.com/realDonaldTrump.
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How Do You Solve A Problem Like Donald Trump? (Everyone Else on Trump)

“Donald Trump is a deal maker. He is a deal maker the way lions are carnivores and water is wet.”

—Michael Kilian, “Ace of Trump—An artful dealer, usually with the best hand,” Chicago Tribune, November 22, 1987.
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“And frankly, I don’t care if he’s the meanest jerk that ever lived. If he’s the guy who can do the best for America and for the economy, I’ll live with mean 3 AM tweets and whatever else.”

—Kevin Hess, quoted in Lilledeshan Bose, “Why Donald Trump Supporters Are Donald Trump Supporters,” www.upvoted.com.
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“[Trump] doesn’t do a deal unless other people are putting up the money. He’s very good at losing other people’s money and preserving his own.”

—Jerome Tuccille, quoted in Nick Gillespie and Amanda Winkler, “Donald Trump is Very Good at Losing Other People’s Money,” www.reason.com.
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“Donald Trump is one of my favorite Jim Hensen creations. #GOPDebate”

—James Gunn, Twitter post, August 6, 2015, 6:29 p.m., twitter.com/JamesGunn.
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“I think it’s great for politics as a whole. . . . He’s like Tiger Woods. You know, when Tiger got involved with golf, people who had never been watching or involved or interested in golf, they got engaged. That’s what’s happening with this Trump candidacy. People who were just not interested in the Republican Party politics, with all due respect, now they’re engaged.”

—Omarosa Manigault, interview with Steve Kornaki, UP with Steve Kornacki, MSNBC, August 8, 2015.
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“When I was growing up in Chicago, my family and I used to go to a local chain Hackney’s, for burgers and their French fried onion loaf. I probably haven’t been to one in twenty-five years, and yet, I once saw Donald Trump from behind in an office building and the first thing that flashed in my mind was his hair looked like that onion loaf.”

—Jami Attenberg, interviewed by Vanita Salisbury, “Jami Attenberg’s Love Can Be Purchased with Red Meat,” Daily Intelligencer, January 15, 2010.
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“If Trump is against ‘p.c. culture,’ I’m suddenly 100% for it. Not even kidding. What a howling shit-cave of a human. #GOPDebate”

—Patton Oswalt, Twitter post, August 6, 2015, 6:19 p.m., twitter.com/pattonoswalt.
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“Dear Donald Trump,

You’re an idiot.”

—Aaron Paul, Twitter post, June 29, 2015, 10:06 p.m., twitter.com/aaronpaul.
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“dear

O. Wilson

they took ur comment

out of context!

I’m honored!

thank u!

If Trump will hv me

I’d be his VP

in a heartbeat!

©

#TrumpSheen16”

—Charlie Sheen, Twitter post, August 27, 2015, 11:40 a.m., twitter.com/charliesheen.
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“Donald trump announces this morning that he will run for president.

His hair will announce on Friday.”

—Albert Brooks, Twitter post, June 16, 2015, 8:39 a.m., twitter.com/albertbrooks.
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“Donald Trump is here. Still.”

—President Barack Obama, White House Correspondents Dinner, April 25, 2015.
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“Donald Trump was not authorized to use ‘Rockin’ in the Free World’ in his presidential candidacy announcement.”

—Elliot Roberts, on behalf of Neil Young, Los Angeles Times on Tuesday, June 16, 2015.
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“The fact that a guy like Donald Trump, candidate for president of the United States for the Republican Party, has the guts to continue ‘freely’ harassing the Latino community makes my blood boil.”

—Ricky Martin, “No más agresiones a los latinos,” Univision.com, August 26, 2015.
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“It’s all entertainment. I think he’s having the time of his life, being up on that stage, saying whatever he wants to say.”

—Hillary Clinton, Town Hall Meeting, Exeter High School, New Hampshire, August 10, 2015.

[image: Images]

“Donald Trump, finally a candidate whose hair gets more attention than mine. But there is nothing funny about the hate he is spewing towards immigrants and their families.”

—Hillary Clinton, Iowa Democratic Party Hall of Fame Dinner, August 17, 2015.
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“What you just did with your straight talk was send more Latino voters to the polls than several registration rallies combined! Thank you for that. . . . Thank you for reminding us that there remains an antiquated and endangered species of bigots in this country that we must continue to combat. . . . Thank you for sending out the rallying cry.”

—America Ferrera, “Thank You, Donald Trump!,” The Huffington Post, July 2, 2015.
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“Donald Trump is here tonight. Now I know that he’s taken some flak lately. But no one is happier—no one is prouder—to put this birth certificate matter to rest than The Donald. And that’s because he can finally get back to focusing on the issues that matter: Like, did we fake the moon landing? What really happened in Roswell? And where are Biggie and Tupac? All kidding aside, obviously we all know about your credentials and breadth of experience. For example . . . no seriously, just recently, in an episode of Celebrity Apprentice, at the steakhouse, the men’s cooking team did not impress the judges from Omaha Steaks. And there was a lot of blame to go around, but you, Mr. Trump, recognized that the real problem was a lack of leadership, and so ultimately you didn’t blame Lil Jon or Meat Loaf, you fired Gary Busey. And these are the kinds of decisions that would keep me up at night. Well handled, sir. Well handled. Say what you will about Mr. Trump, he certainly would bring some change to the White House.”

—President Barack Obama, 2011 White House Correspondents’ Dinner, April 30, 2011.
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“Forbes reports Donald Trump is worth $4.1 billion; Trump says $10 billion. Either way, he’d be worth a lot more if he simply retired 30 years ago and put his money in an unmanaged stock fund.”

—Karla Bowsher, “Trump Worth $10 Billion Less Than If He’d Simply Invested in S&P 500,” MoneyTalksNews, July 15, 2015.
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Trump on the Couch (What the Shrinks Have to Say About Him)

“He’s absolutely operating as an intelligent, manipulative bully who truly does not care about the consequences of his actions. He delights in his own ability to manipulate and to show that nobody can stop him.”

—Rosalind Wiseman, quoted in Olivia Nuzzi, “Bullying Experts: Trump Is an Eighth-Grade Girl,” The Daily Beast, September 16, 2015.
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“People bully to gain power over others, and Trump’s behavior is the epitome of this . . . behaving like the high school bully who’s threatened by a girl who’s smarter than he is . . . acting like [a] high school football player swaggering into the cafeteria and overturning the lunch tray of a weaker kid.”

—Naomi Drew, quoted in Olivia Nuzzi, “Bullying Experts: Trump Is an Eighth-Grade Girl,” The Daily Beast, September 16, 2015.
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“Most people with the disease limit their outbursts to a single, repetitive obscenity. In Trump’s case, he appears to have the capacity to constantly come up with newer, more outrageous profanity every time. We’ve never seen anything like it.”

—Dr. Winston Shoop, quoted in Stacia Friedman, “Trump ‘Diagnosed’ with Tourettes Syndrome?” The Broad Side.
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“You know how kids can be cruel? Picking on the ones who are somehow a little different? Well, in all my years of teaching, I’d never come across a child as verbally aggressive as Donald. He didn’t just make kids cry. He made them pee in their pants and change schools. I called in his father on numerous occasions and you know what he did? He just beamed and told me that Donald was exhibiting leadership skills. No wonder he turned out to be the King Kong of bullies.”

—Mrs. Applebaum (Trump’s third-grade teacher), quoted in Stacia Friedman, “Trump ‘Diagnosed’ with Tourettes Syndrome?” The Broad Side

[image: Images]

“He is extremely funny. He is outrageously funny. He’s a comedian. He shows a lot of courage doing that. Fifty-one percent of America is socially anxious. He gets up there, podium slamming, and says whatever comes to mind. He’s like a Caesar in Rome with a white toga. . . .

“A lot of his appeal is about that. In these PC times . . . when young students are so angry about everything, damaged really, people feel very relieved that somebody is acting like we do at home where we don’t feel so inclined to censor ourselves. . . .

“He’s a grandiose guy, living in a cuckoo palace. Something about that grandiosity, the blitz, the people really like. He’s glitzy. He’s Kardashian glitzy. He’s got that record of self-promotion, and glamour. He’s phobic. You want to upset Donald Trump, touch his hair. He will rage. There’s a vulnerability there. It’s happened a few times. . . .

“We are hearing about him every day. Across the board anger. Mostly from people not having enough money. Everything has gone up in taxes, prices are rising. People are angry. Trump’s got money. This country is based on money. Trump is anti-government. He caught the anger of the nation. He’s not this clever, brilliant person. He was caught by surprise, and he caught the wave. It shocked him. Who knows what’s going to happen next? . . .

“Diagnoses: histrionic personality disorder—they are emotional, dramatic kind of people who go into the media. A people business. ‘We’ like to entertain. Have fun. On the negative side, emotions get ahead of him. It is not a criticism. Downside is the personality. Histrionic people are the opposite of passive aggressive. They are so dependent. Trump doesn’t fight with his exes. He takes care of his kids. He has that kind of dependent quality that appeals to Americans. He’s not sadistic. He can certainly play that part on TV. . . .

“He is hair-triggered.”

—Sheenah Hankin, PhD (author of Complete Confidence and co-author of Succeeding With Difficult Clients), interview with the Beyond Books editors, October 21, 2015.
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