I OUR. Y
| BEGINNINGS |

. EUROPE
| AMERICA |







| Dig

g

3 W

y

itized by Microsoft ®

Aot
' "j

e !



0L i

."."' (

e

A

=

—- , < ";“. g
~ Digitized for Microsoft Corporatic
Rw o by the Internet Archive in 2007.
et ) From University of Toronto.

y Ma’ly be used for non-commercial, persona
~ or educational purposes, or any fair
r May not be indexed in a commédpial se

: i / - ]

B b -~
= o Xg =
g Beo




itized by Microsoft ®

Dig



Olnnsbriexd

ohs b/ GERETR. N[ ] S, o
SR i )
=y Vegice 20 Tries:

)
¢ Cevon

10 Longitude West  0° Longitude East 10° from Greenwicl



1. fog
1lelsiugfors,
3 P (ogred
¥ 6%

:%‘
[~
Riga

L. Peip®

N

e

igeherz{'lina

RIMEN
gexattoP?

nuL o cK

A

Y creTe

v ?

EUROPE

BCALE OF MILES
0 50100 200 800 400 500 000

\

=

¥

Copyright 1918 by the John C. Winston Co. |

40

50°

=







ﬁeeew\w\l

OUR BEGINNINGS
EUROPE aﬂd AMERICA

HOW CIVILIZATION GREW
IN THE OLD WORLD
AND CAME TO THE NEW

BY
SMITH BURNHAM, A. M.

Head of the Department of History in the State
Normal School, West Chester, Pennsylvania

WITH
ILLUSTRATIONS AND MAPS ’\,“
A

THE JOHN C. WINSTON COMPANY

PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO



'
f s
’f £ ! { ﬁ'\"
] ! J Z
A} L
b £5
\ S
g ] VS
Crpives X

CopyriGHT 1918 BY
Tue Joux C. Winston Co.

Arn RiGHTS RESERVED

K

Digitized by Microsoft ® 4

-~



PREFACE

The history of the United States is a branch of the history
of the world. Life in America is a transplanted European
life. Its development here has been largely determined
by new world conditions, but its origins were in Europe or
even In that older world about thé eastern end of the
Mediterranean Sea. As civilization has been handed on
from race to race during the ages, each people has added
its own peculiar contribution to it. Primitive men who
lived before the dawn of history, the earliest civilized nations
of the Old East, the Hebrews, the Greeks, the Romans,
the English, and all the other European nations whose sons
had a hand in colonizing America were the makers of our
civilization. Our life today cannot be fully understood
without adding to a clear knowledge of its growth in America
an appreciation of our debt to each of the races who were
our cultural ancestors.

This book is an attempt to tell in a plain and simple way
the story of the growth of our civilization from its earliest
beginnings in prehistoric times, to point out the contribu-
tion to it made in turn by each of the great peoples of the
Old World, and to show how in the fullness of time it was
transferred from Europe to America. The sub-title of the
book—How Civilization Grew in the Old World and Came
to the New—exactly expresses its theme.

The epoch-making Report of the Committee of Eight
to the American Historical Association upon The Study of
History in the Elementary Schools recommends for the
sixth grade the study of ‘“those features of ancient and
medizval life which explain either important elements of

(i)



iv PREFACE

our civilization or show how the movement for discovery
and colonization originated.” The same report suggests
that in the seventh grade “the settlement and growth of
the colonies be taken up with enough of the European back-
ground to explain events in America having their causes in
England or Europe.” The author of this book aims to
follow these recommendations. He does not, however,
adhere closely in all details to the syllabus offered in the
report if by departing from it the general purpose of the
book can be more fully realized. He believes that this
book provides a text for the sixth grade and for part of the
work suggested for the seventh grade in harmony with the
spirit and purpose of the Committee of Eight.

Just a few words to those who may study and teach this
book. Parrot-like memorizing is the most serious fault in
elementary history teaching. The poorest use to make of
any textbook is to commit it to memory. The first thing
to do in studying a history lesson is to read it. Reading is
thinking the author’s thought after him. To read intelli-
gently one must understand the words and phrases in which
the thought is expressed. In assigning the lesson the teacher
may often help the pupils to grasp the thought of the printed
page by explaining and illustrating the meaning of any
words or statements that the children’ cannot get for them-
selves. Before the recitation begins, the children should
be encouraged to ask the teacher the meaning of any words

or expressions in the lesson which they did not fully under-

stand when they studied it. It is hoped that the maps and
numerous pictures in this book will also help to make its
meaning clear. The ecorrect pronunciation of the hard
names is given in the index.

Every textbook in history ought to be supplemented with
stories and explanations by the teacher and by collateral
or illustrative reading by the pupils. To make such supple-
mentary work; easier; short lists' of selected) books for the
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teacher and for the children are printed at the close of each
chapter. ,

When a lesson has been read and supplemented in these
ways as far as time and circumstances permit, the next.
thing to do is to think about it. Here is the great oppor-
tunity of the teacher through skillful questioning to stimulate
and guide the thinking of the children. Many problems
of inference, of discrimination, of comparison, and of judg-
ment arise naturally out of the text. It is believed that
the questions and suggestions inserted at the end of each
chapter will prove useful in this connection.

When the teacher and the pupils thinking together have
decided what.facts in the lesson are really vital and worth
remembering, those facts should be learned. But be sure
to ‘““let memorizing be a by-product of thinking, not a
substitute for it.”

The study of history has many values. The knowledge
of the past which it supplies helps us to understand the
world in which we live. The arts, the institutions, and the
ideas of our time can never be really understood or fully
appreciated until we know something of their origin and
growth. But history does far more than add to the sum
total of our knowledge. It brings before us the struggling,
upward striving men and women of our race. It quickens
and broadens our sympathies with all men everywhere. It
helps us to know ourselves and our work in the world. Best
of all it inspires us to do that work. May the children who
read this book gather a full measure of these values from it.

The author is grateful to many friends for helpful sug-
gestions and criticism during the preparation of this book.
He is under special obligation for such assistance to Professor
C. H. Fisher of the State Normal School at West Chester,
Pennsylvania, to Dr. J. L. Barnard, Professor of History
in the School of Pedagogy, Philadelphia, and to Rabbi
Joseph Krauskopf of Philadelphia. Sarrrit’ BURNHAM.
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CHAPTER 1

OUR HOMES IN THE OLD WORLD

Where Americans Came From.—Are there any boys
and girls in our school who were not born in America?
How many of you have parents who were born in
some other country? Many of us have grandparents
and great-grandparents who are natives of the United
States, but none of us can trace our family histories
back for more than two or three hundred years with-
out finding that our ancestors came to America from
other lands.

There are more than one hundred millions of us
now, but we are all the descendants of immigrants
who came to the New World from beyond the Atlantic
Ocean. A vast number of us look back to the pleasant
fields of England, to the hills of Scotland, or to the
green shores of Ireland as ‘“‘Our Old Home.” Besides
these men of English speech, the sons of every land in
Europe have come to help make our country. While
most of our people came from European ancestors,
about ten millions of them, who have black skins, are
descended from negro slaves who were brought against
their wills from the continent of Africa. It is loyalty
to our flag and to our ideals that makes men from all
the world Americans.

In many cases our family names suggest the

(1)



2 BEGINNINGS IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

countries from which our people came. The Browns
and the Clarks, the Robinsons and the Taylors, as
well as the Binghams and the Washingtons and all
other families whose
names end in ‘“‘ham?”
or ‘‘ton” are from
England. The Mae-
kenzies and the Bu-
chanans are of Scotch
descent. The Kellys
and the O’Connors
once called Ireland
their home. The first
Petersons and Carl-
sons came from Nor-
way or Sweden. It is
quite probable that
the man who keeps
Country Life 1€ Dearest fruit store
HOMES IN THE OLD WORLD haS an Italian name

AND THE NEW K
Many of our ancestors once lived in modest and that you buy

e et e A et e candy and ice cream
American house.

from men who were
porn in Greece. But whatever our names or the
lands of our ancestors, if we love and serve America
we are Americans.

Everywhere in our country are people whose fore-
fathers came from the British Islands. The men
from other lands are also widely scattered. New York,
Philadelphia, and other large cities have many folks
of Italian birth or parentage. Where there is much
heavy work to' be done, as in the coal mines of Penn-
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sylvania, the steel mills of Pittsburgh, or the meat-
packing houses of Chicago, we find many newcomers
from Austria and Russia. These recent immigrants
are digging our sewers,
building -and repairing
our railroads, and working
in our mills and facto-
ries. Loyal newcomers and
their children, as much as
those whose ancestors have
been long in the land,
are the Americans of the
future. All loyal citizens
can say, ‘“This is our
country.” /

Why Europeans Came to
America.—It is more than
three hundred years since
the first Europeans began
to come to the country we
now call the United States

A Copr, Underwood & Underwood
of America. From the THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

Y . This great statue which stands upon
beginning those who came an island in New York harbor is the
4 g = gift of the people of France to the

have been writing back to United States. It represents Liberty

X . ] enlightening the world.
their relatives and friends

about the opportunities in their new homes. In
this way the few who came first have been enticing
larger and larger numbers every year to come to
America, the land of promise. The number of immi-
grants has continued to grow up to the present time.
Recently, as many as a million new American settlers
have landed on ours shores in a-single year. For a
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long time every one who came was welcomed. Now
we have laws shutting out paupers, criminals, and
those who have dangerous diseases. Chinese laborers
are also excluded.

Nearly all the people who have come from Europe

THE WHITE STAR LINER “BRITANNIC”

The largest ship sailing the sea, over 900 feet long, 50,000 tons, with a crew of
nearly 1,000, and room for 2,500 passengers.

to America, from its earliest history to the present
time, came because they wanted to be free, or because
they wanted a better chance to make a living than
the Old World could give them. Some of them fled
from the tyranny of wicked kings; others came to
win the right to worship God in their own way; while
many were -driven- out by ‘the’want and poverty in
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the overcrowded lands of their old homes. America
has been the land of liberty and of opportunity to
one and all from the earliest to the latest comer.

How Our Ancestors Crossed the Atlantic.—Many
millions of the more recent immigrants to America
came in large steamships like the one opposite.
Their voyage lasted only a few days and was made
without great hardship. It was not so with the earlier
settlers who came to our country.
Their passage across the Atlantic was
a long and tedious one sometimes
lasting many weeks. It was made
in a small sailing vessel like the one
pictured here. Often the passengers

i
e, o

From. model in Commer-
ctal Museum, Phila.

suffered ‘greatly because of crowded
quarters and poor food. Frequently
disease broke out on shipboard and
many died. For example, about
two hundred years ago a shipload

THE MAYFLOWER
This small sailing
vessel is a good example
of the kind of ships in
which the earlier set-
tlers in America crossed
the Atlantic. It was
only 100 feet long.

of one hundred and fifty settlers started for America.
One hundred of them died on the voyage. A little
later there was another ship in which out of four
hundred who sailed only one hundred and five lived
to reach America.

The strong and the brave were the ones who sur-
vived the awful hardships of the old-time voyage
from Europe to America. Of those who reached the
new land, only the strongest and the bravest could
long withstand the exposure, the diseases, and the
Indian fighting which they faced as they cleared the
land and built their new homes in the wilderness.
The hardy and vigorous men and women who lived
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through the trying experiences of those early days
were the ancestors of many of us who are the Americans
of today. We may well sing of our country as—

“The land of the free and the home of the brave.”

What Americans Brought from the Old World.—
The Europeans who came to be Americans were
civilized people. They brought their manners, their
customs, and their ideals with them. They planted
the civilization of their home lands in Ameriea. Our
American life and civilization have grown from what
was thus planted.

Now ‘‘civilization’’ is a long, hard word, but we
shall not find it difficult to understand what it means.
By civilized people we mean people who have laws
and a government that enforces obedience to these
laws; who cultivate the soil; who carry on commerce;
who have houses and roads and ships; who have
schools and books and pictures and music; in a word,
people who live very much as we do now.

The settlers in America brought with them from
their old homes in Europe the knowledge how to make
a living and of how to enjoy life. They brought with
them, too, many ideas and beliefs about right and
wrong and about their duties to other men and their
duty to God. These ideas and beliefs were also a
part of their civilization.

The ways of doing things and the popular ideas
of comfort, convenience, and progress which make
up what we call civilization, have changed much in
America, and many of them have been wonderfully
developed and improved. But the sources of our

civilization are in Europe. = e 5, “a i 2ot ¢
hOS Jplallr "(‘{/ 7
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The earliest men that we know anything about
had none of these things that make up civilization.
It had taken men many thousands of years to learn
what they knew when they first began to come from
Europe to America three or four hundred years ago.
The story of the way civilized ideas of living grew
up in the Old World is as much a part of our history
as the story of the way the European peoples first
brought these ideas to the shores of America. We
are to read both of these stories in this book.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

1. Locate upon the map of Europe-all the countries named in this
chapter. .

2. What is your own mother country in Europe?

3. Why did your ancestors come to America?

4. Find out all you can about how your ancestors lived in their Old
World homes.

5. Talk with some recent immigrant about his journey to Amecrica.

6. Ask him how America differs from his home land in Europe. {

7. Ought we to further restrict immigration to -the United States?

8. What can we do to help the new comers in our country to become
Americans?

BOOKS FOR THE TEACHER

E. A. Ross: The Old World in the New.

H. P. Fairchild: I'mmigration. 2

J. R. Commons: Races and I'mmigrants in America.

T. J. Warne: The Tide of Immigration.

Jenks and Lauck: The Immigration Problem.

E. A. Steiner: The Immigrant Tide; On the Trail of the Immigrant.
Mary Antin, The Promised Land,



CHAPTER 1I
WHAT THE EARLIEST MEN DID FOR US

The Earliest Men.—History is the story of what
men have done in the past. It was not until men
had learned how to write that they could keep a record
of what they did. But men lived upon the earth
for many thousand years before they knew how to
write. In that early time they learned how to do
many things which we are still doing and to make many
things which we are still making and using. In these
ways they did much to make life what it is for us.

How is it possible for us to know anything about
what life was like in those ancient times when men
could not write? Did you ever find an Indian arrow-
head? Perhaps you have seen a collection of stone
arrow-heads and axes like those in the picture opposite.
These relics and others like them tell us many things
about the people who made them. Then there are peo-
ples now living, like the natives of Australia or some
of the tribes of American Indians, who still use, or did
until very recently, these crude stone implements
and who live very much as our own ancestors lived
many thousand years ago.

The earliest men lived but little better than the
animals in the forest about them. They were with-
out shelter or clothing and had only such food as they
could find from day to day. Men have either found

(8)
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or made everything that we now have. Early man
possessed a great advantage over all the animals
because he had a better brain and a wonderful pair
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ARROW-HEADS AND AXES OF STONE LIKE THESE WERE USED
BY OUR EARLY ANCESTORS

headé\.ol;’r}.' ép'u;cxe;_hl:ag& Nos. 2 and 3, arrow-heads; No. 4, chopper; No. 3, lance-
of hands with which he could make the weapons,
tools, and other things that he needed.

Men have always needed food, shelter, clothing,
and the means of protection against the dangers
around them. It took our early ancestors many
thousand years to learn how to provide themselves
with these simple necessities of life.
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The Food of the Earliest Men.—At first men lived
upon the roots, herbs, wild berries, and fruits in the
forest. Sometimes they found birds’ nests in the
trees and ate the eggs or the young birds. Oceasion-
ally they found a dead bird or animal and thus learned
to like the taste of flesh. They hunted for shellfish by
the seashore and caught fish in the streams and lakes.
Then they began to kill the smaller animals with stones
or clubs and in this way they became meat eaters.
When men had learned how, to make knives, spears,
and bows and arrows, they could kill the larger animals
and get a better supply of food.

For a long time all food was eaten raw, because
the use of fire was unknown. We do not know how
man discovered fire. He may have kindled it first
from a tree set aflame by the lightning. By and
by he found that a spark could be produced by
striking two stones together in the right way or that
he could make a fire by rubbing two pieces of wood
together.

The making of fire was one of the most wonderful
inventions in the world. Men could now cook their
food. At first they roasted bits of meat before the
blaze or in the hot ashes. Later, when they had

Am. Mus. Natural History
A LANDSCAPE IN THE TIME OF EARLY MAN
At the left are caribou, or wild reindeer, whose descendants still live in the frozen
North. The huge mammoths, with their great tusks, no ]onger exist. Their bodies
are sometimes discovered in the frozen earth of the far North,
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learned how to make vessels that would hold water,
they began to boil all kinds of food over the fire.

How Wild Animals and Plants were Tamed.—For
a long time men procured their food by hunting,
trapping, and fishing. During this time they began
to capture and tame the young of some of the wild
animals. Probably
the dog was the first
domestic animal. The
cow was also domes-
ticated at a very
early period. Man
used her meat and
milk for food and her
skin for clothing. He
made tools and imple-
ments out of her
bones and horns. No
other animal has been
more useful to him.
The goat and the
sheep, the hog and the ass, and later the horse, were
tamed by early men long before real history began.
After these animals had been domesticated by the
hunters and trappers, some men became shepherds
and herdsmen and wandered from place to place
with their flocks and herds in search of the best
pastures.

Presently another step was taken toward civilized
life. Men had long known that the seeds of some of
the wild grasses and plants were good to eat. Now
some one noticed that if these seeds were sown they
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Amertcan Museum of Natural Hiswry, New York
A MAMMOTH
With their spears and bows and arrows early men sometimes hunted such ‘ ‘big
game” as the mammoth and the rhinoceros pictured below.

American Aruscum of Natural Hiswory, N k
A WOOLLY RHINOCEROS
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sprang up and brought forth many more seeds. Then
it was discovered that the seeds grew better and
yielded a more abundant crop if the ground were
broken up and made soft before the seed was sown.
Because of these discoveries some men began to be

OUR COMMON DOMESTIC ANIMALS
Can you identify all of them? Of what service to man is each?

farmers. By cultivation, the wild grasses which grew
in the fields or beside the rivers were developed into
wheat, oats, barley, and rice, the great cereals of the
world.

When men began to procure their food by culti-
vating the soil it became necessary for them to remain
in the same place in order to gather the harvest when
it ripened. They could no longer wander from place
to place as they had done when they were only hunters
or shepherds. They now began to live in permanent
villages and to cultivate the land lying near by. In
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this way the beginning
of farming led to a
settled life and the
making of permanent
homes.

The First Shelter
and Clothing.—Prob-
ably the earliest men
had only such shelter
from the rain and pro-
tection from wild ani-
mals as the trees gave
them. After a time
men began to live in
dens and caves in the
earth. These people
are called the “cave
dwellers.”  Still later

FOUR IMPORTANT CEREALs -+ Imen built huts by
5 ae” i Rl bending young trees

together, weaving
branches between them, and covering the whole
structure with leaves and bark. When the hut was
built of poles covered with the skins of animals it
became a tent. Many of the people who wandered

Am. Mus. Natural History
A VILLAGE OF EARLY TIMES BUILT.OVER A LAKE IN SWITZERLAND
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from place to place with their flocks and herds dwelt
in tents.

When men settled near the fields that they weze
beginning to cultivate, they built permanent homes
of stone plastered with mud or of bricks made of clay
and dried in the sun. The roofs were covered with
brush or timber. Then fireplaces and rude chimneys
were added to these simple houses, and in other ways
man’s dwelling place was gradually improved.

The first clothing was probably made from the
leaves of trees or from grasses matted together. When
man became a good hunter he wore the skins of the

THE EVOLUTION OF
Notice the progress from the cave to the tent, the hut, and the simple house.

animals that he killed. The ancestors of all of us
were once clad in skins. The women of those early
days used to cure the skins of small animals by drying
them. Then they made garments of them by sewing
them together with needles of bone and the sinews
of animals for thread.

The women scraped and worked the large skins
until they were soft and pliable. These they used
for clothing, or for blankets, or for the covering of
their tents. Still later, the women learned to spin
yarn from wool sheared from the sheep and from the
thread of the flax which they were beginning to raise.
The next step was to weave the yarn and the thread
into woolen and linen cloth.
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Early Weapons,

Tools, and Utensils.—It was

because early man had the mind to invent and
the hands to make the weapons, tools, and utensils
which he needed that he was able to

AN EARLY
MAN

At work chip-

make such progress in procuring food,
shelter, and clothing.

Man’s’ first weapon was a eclub. A
stone which he used to crack nuts with
probably was his earliest tool. At first
he simply found stones of the right
shape for his purpose. Then he began

Bing ® pieee of to chip a piece of flint until it had a
rough edge. Now he had a hatchet as

well as a hammer.
his hand it has
been called a fist-
hatchet. A great
many of these fist-
hatchets have
been found. In
the course of time
man learned how
to use thongs of
rawhide to bind
handles to his fist-
hatchets. Now
he had axes and
spears.

It was a great
day in the long
climb toward civi-

lized ways of living .

Because he held this hatchet in

Mo2

Ol

Mo S

TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS OF BONE

No. 1, needle; Nos. 2, 3, and 4, javelin heads;
0. 5, dagger.
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when some unknown inventor made the first bow.
With arrows tipped with sharp bits of stone, man
could now kill the larger animals. Stone knives were
used to skin the game. Flint scrapers and other
implements were very useful in scraping and softening
the skins to fit them for use.
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AXES OF ROUGH STONE, SMOOTH STONE, BRONZE, AND IRON

No. 1, smooth stone axe; No. 2, rough stone axe; No. 3, iron axe-head, showing
socket; No. 4, bronze axe-head.

By using pieces of flint with rough edges as saws
and files, men began to make tools of horn, bones,
and shells. They now possessed daggers and hammers
of horn and awls and needles of bone.

For many thousand years, stone arrow-heads, knives,
and axes were made with rough chipped edges. This
time is sometimes called the Old Stone Age. When
men had learned to make better tools of their stone

2
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knives and axes by grinding and polishing them to a
smooth, sharp edge, they had entered upon the New
Stone Age.

The next great forward step in human progress
was taken when men discovered metals and began
to use them. Copper was the first metal used, but
it was soon found that it was too soft for making many
articles.

Presently it was discovered that if a little tin were
mixed with the copper
it made a harder metal
called bronze. So
many weapons, tools,
and ornaments were
made of bronze that

Untoersizy auseum, Pta UD€ time when it was

KIND OF BASKET WOVEN BY 3
Ryt 4. e used is called the

Bronze Age.

Iron is the most useful of all the metals. It is
much harder than bronze and better suited in every
way for making tools and implements. It took man
a long time to learn how to use it, because it is not so
easy to work as copper and bronze. When man made
this ‘“‘king of metals’ his servant, he traveled a long,
long way on the road which leads to civilization.

The men invented the weapons and some of the
tools of the earliest ages. But it is probable that the
women first made many useful tools and utensils.
Women wove the first baskets to use in gathering
and carrying berries, nuts, and other articles of food.
They used to cover fish with clay in order to bake
them in the coals and they noticed how the fires
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hardened the clay. Then by molding clay over
baskets so that they could be hung over the fire,
women gradually learned how to make earthenware
pots and bowls. Afterwards they cut spoons, ladles,

I8 Uninersitu Museum, Philadelplia
EARLY BOWL AND PITCHERS OF CLAY
and drinking cups from shells, gourds, and the horns
of animals. In these ways our foremothers made
their first cooking utensils and their first dishes for
holding and serving
food and drink.
Women were not
only the first basket-
makers and potters.
They were also the
first spinners and
weavers. They
ground the first grain
into flour with mor- <, , !
tars and pestles of s e
stone. Later they GRINDING MEAL

The primitive woman spread the grains on

made simple mlllS fOI' a flat stone and crushed them by rubbing
thiS purpose. In with a rock.

fact, women who lived before the dawn of history,
began nearly all the household arts and crafts and in
this way helped all the people who have lived since then.

Our earliest ancestors, like ourselves, found it
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necessary to carry things from place to place. But
they lived long before the days of the railroad and
the steamship. The first burdens were borne by the
women. They followed the men who hunted, and
carried the meat and the hides of the slain animals
back to the camp. After the dog, the donkey, and

Commercial Museum, Philadelphta
STEPS IN THE DLEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The human burden bearer, the camel, the rude sled, the two-wheeled cart, and the
Conestoga wagon.

the horse had been tamed, articles to be transported
were packed upon their backs or dragged upon the
‘ground behind them. Sleds were made in the northern
lands. Canoes and boats were built by the dwellers
by the rivers and the sea. Last of all, the wheeled
cart was invented. All these things are older than
history.

We often call our own time the age of invention.
The steam engine, the telegraph, and the many uses
of electricity are all modern, They have made wonder-
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ful changes in our ways of living. But these changes
in our lives are not as remarkable as were those made
in the lives of our earliest ancestors so long ago by such
inventions as the fishhook and the bow and arrow,
and such discoveries as how to make fire, how to make
pottery, how to domesticate animals and plants,
and how to smelt and work the metals.

Some Other Important Beginnings Made by Early
Men.—Nowadays children have homes and are cared
for by their parents.
Among the very
earliest men there
was nothing like our
homes or our fam-
ilies. Each person
found his own food
and took care of
himself. Of course,
mothers cared for
their babies, but nobody took care of a child after he
was large enough to find his own food. Then he had
to shift for himself. When he wanted his breakfast or
his dinner he dug roots or hunted for berries, nuts, or
acorns. Sometimes he feasted upon birds’ eggs or
upon a rabbit or a squirrel which he had caught.
The honey which he found in the nests of the wild
bees was his only candy and he was apt to get well
stung in taking it. He lived in constant fear of the
wild animals around him and usually slept in a tree
for safety. He spent his entire life in this way.

There are many things that people can do better
by working together. It took many years for early

WORKING ITRON
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men to learn to help one another. When they became
cave dwellers and learned how to make fire, the first
family group began to be formed. This group was
called the clan. The clan simply means those who
were kin to each other; that is, a number of men and
women who beliecved that they were descended from
a common ancestor. At first the common ancestor
was a woman, the clan mother. In those days, rela-
tionship was always counted on the mother’s side.
When a man married he went to live with the clan
of his wife. In the course of time groups of clans
came to be called tribes.

A long time later, after the animals had been
domesticated and men had come to own flocks and
herds and other things that we call property, the
father became the head of the family, as we know
it today. Our kind of a family with the father as
its head existed before history began.

Words had to be invented, just as tools were.. At
first men had no language. Very slowly they gave
names to the things about them and learned to talk
to each other. Mothers sang jingles and lullabies
to their babies. Around the campfire at night men
told how they had hunted the wild beasts. Women
talked as they gathered and prepared food or dressed
the skins of the wild animals. Mothers wanted their
children to be brave and wise, so they told them
stories about the bravest and wisest of their clan in
the olden time. Perhaps this is why children, and
older people too for that matter, have always been
fond of stories. In these ways languages grew and
the simple beginnings of literature were made.
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People have always been fond of ornaments. The
earliest men wore necklaces of teeth and claws. Later
they made beads of bronze or of gold. The women
tried to make their baskets and their clothes as

THE BEGINNINGS OF ART
Early men drew these pictures on bone or on the walls of caves.

dyes. Some of the men liked to draw pictures of wild
animals upon pieces of bone or upon the walls of their
homes in the caves. People learned to count upon
their fingers, and to use various parts of their bodies,
like the finger, the hand, and the arm, as measures
of length. For example, the cubit of which we read
in the Bible was the distance from the elbow to the
end of the middle finger. Our arts and sciences have
grown from such crude and simple beginnings.
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Our early ancestors lived in fear .of many things
about them. They thought that fire, the rivers, the
sea, the sun, and many other natural objects were
alive and could harm them or help them. So they
offered gifts to all these things and prayed to them
for help. Early men also believed that the souls
of their ancestors lived after death, and that these
ancestors could help them or harm them. They
thought that if they offered gifts of food and drink
at the graves of their dead, the spirits of the departed
would be pleased and would protect the living members
of their families. If, on the other hand, the dead were
neglected or forgotten they would become evil spirits
who might bring great misfortune upon the living.
They also thought that if the dead were not properly
buried they would become ghosts haunting the places
they had known when they were alive. Because of
these ideas early men were very careful to worship
their ancestors. The first religions of the world grew
out of these beliefs and practices of primitive men
with reference to nature and to their own ancestors.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

. Describe any stone weapons or tools that you have seen.
. Why is your hand more useful than the paw of any animal?
. Try to kindle a fire by any of the methods used by primitive men.
4. From what source did each artiele of food upon your dinner table
today come? .
5. What part of your clothing is derived from animals? What part
from plants?
6. Did you ever make a bow and arrow? A basket? A piece of
pottery? Try it.
7. What inventions have ecome into use within your lifetime?
8. We are still making new words. Find instances of the growth of
our language in this way.

1D e
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CHAPTER III1
OUR DEBT TO THE EARLIEST CIVILIZED PEOPLES

Where the First Civilized People Lived.—The
Nile is a mighty river, which has its source in the |
great lakes in the heart of Africa. After a winding
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THE LANDS WHERE CIVILIZATION BEGAN

course of nearly four thousand miles it flows into

the Mediterranean Sea. The lower valley of this

famous stream is the land of Egypt. Two other famous

rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, rise in the snow-

capped Armenian mountains and flow toward the

southeast until at last they pour their united waters
(26)
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into the Persian Gulf. Their lower valley was once
called Babylonia. The homes of the first civilized
men were in the valleys of these three great rivers.
There were civilized people also at a very early
period in India and China but we do not study
about them because their his-
tory has had very little influ-
ence upon our own.

Egypt is really a long green

, oasis in the midst of a vast
desert through which the Nile
has cut a deep and narrow
valley. Every summer, when
the snows melt and the rains
fall in the African highlands,
the Nile overflows its banks.
When the river returns to
its channel it leaves the
ground covered with a rich
coat of earth. This yearly
ovgrﬁow of the river has been YR e e S
going on for ages, so that it
has been truly said that ‘Egypt is the gift of the
Nile.” Is it any wonder that the Egyptians used to
sing this song in its honor:

“Greeting to thee, O Nile, who hast revealed thy-
self throughout the land, who comest in peace to give
life to Egypt. Does it rise? The land is filled with
joy, every heart exults, every being receives its food,
every mouth is full. It brings bounties that are full
of delight, it creates all good things, it makes the grain
to spring up for the beasts.”
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In some ways Babylonia was very much like Egypt.
When its two great rivers were swollen by the melting
snows or winter rains their waters poured out over
the plain, leaving layers of rich soil behind them.
When, by means of dykes and canals, the flood was

A SCENE IN EGYPT
The model of the plow, which is used today, is as ancient as the pyran.ids.

controlled and this sunny land was properly irrigated,
~ it became the most fertile country in the world.

The Arabian desert lies between these two homies
of the earliest civilization. But farther north they
are connected by a strip of fertile land ecalled Syria.
This land was the home of the Pheenicians and the
Hebrews, two peoples who did much to make possible
the life we are living today.

Men have always sought lands where it is easy to
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make a living. It was natural, therefore, that the
people of the neighboring deserts should early drive
their flocks and herds to the rich pastures of these two
great river valleys. Here they soon learned that by
cultivating the soil they could make a far better living
than they had ever
known before. Thus the
fertility of Egypt and
Babylonia helped to
make them the homes of
the earliest civilization.

; PLOWING AND SOWING IN
The First Farmers.— ANCIENT BABYLONIA

The Egyptians and Bab-

ylonians were the first good farmers in the world. They
had herds of milch cows and of fat cattle. They used
oxen to draw their plows and donkeys to carry their
burdens. They kept sheep, goats, and swine, and
had great flocks of geese along the Nile. Wheat and
barley were their chief crops but they also cultivated

AR e N N TN i

EGYPTIANS THRESHING

peas and beans. The date palm was the most useful
tree in Egypt. It not only yielded fruit in abundance,
but baskets were made of its leaves, twine and rope
of its fibre, and fences and houses of its wood.

All the simpler processes of the farmer’s work grew
up in these countries. We can see their people plowing
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with a sharp, pointed stick, hoeing with a rude hoe,
harvesting the grain with the sickle, and threshing
it with the flail. Egypt and Babylonia produced
immense crops of grain, so that they not only sup-
ported their own dense population but sold food to
the neighboring peoples.

The Beginnings of Manufacturing.—As the need
arose for more clothing, tools, utensils, and other
useful articles, some men began to live by making
these wares and exchanging them for the products
of the soil. In the course of time, these workmen
who gathered in the towns of Egypt and Babylonia
came to possess great skill in their various trades.

The people of Babylonia early learned how to make
bricks which were the chief building material of their
country. They also manufactured tiles, fine glazed
bricks, and pottery. The potter learned to use a
wheel in molding his bowls and jars and then to
harden the soft clay by burning the vessels in closed
furnaces. As they worked at their trade these early
craftsmen developed wonderful skill, so that the
valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates became the
original home of the finest porcelain ware.

The Egyptians, also, early developed many impor-
tant industries. The finely wrought tools and well-
made utensils which are dug up from the ruins of
their cities and towns tell us that their workers in
copper, bronze, gold, and later in iron, had rare skill.
Besides all kinds of useful tools, they made rings,
bracelets, jewel boxes, and perfume caskets of bronze
and glass. The Egyptian glass was famous throughout
the ancient world for the beauty of its form and color.
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The spindle and the loom were well known to these
earliest of civilized peoples. The linen of Egypt,
fine as silk, was famous all over the ancient world.
The weavers of Babylonia made the finest of muslins
and of fleecy woolens. They
wove rugs of beautiful design
and brilliant color, and
splendid tapestries for the
walls of the kings’ palaces.
One of the kings of Assyria,
RIS s in the upper EGYPTIAN GLASS BLOWERS
Tigris valley, writes of ‘‘trees
that bore wool”’” and says that his people clipped
and carded it for garments. This is the first time
that the cotton plant is mentioned in history.

Then there were workers in wood and in leather.
Cabinetmakers made stools and couches, and some-
times fine chairs, which were covered with silver and

. gold and fitted with soft

g;g,gggg leathern cushions. On the
o banks of the Nile, shipbuilders
3 NG constructed the boats and

S— ships which carried the goods

M = of the country up or down
O r
@ é the river and even along the
= ~ shores of the great sea to the
EGYPTIAN SANDAL-MAKERS north.
AND CARPENTERS
The Growth of Trade and
Commerce.—Trade and commerce are as old as the
dawn of history. In the early days in Egypt the Nile
was alive with boats on their way to the nearest

market, where the products and wares of the people
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could be exchanged. Caravans of donkeys were sent
far into the interior of Africa after gold, ivory, ostrich
feathers, and fragrant gums. The merchants of Baby-
lonia traveled far and wide to exchange the grain

«t A and wool of their
s 20\ country for the metals

£ e b and the timber which
A H T they needed.

// The Pheenicians

AN ECYPTIAN BOAT ON THE way were the greatest

g TO MARKET .
traders of ancient
times. Their home was a narrow strip of land border-
ing the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. As
Pheenicia was situated on the best road connecting
Egypt and Babylonia, it was the natural meeting
place of their trade. To it came caravans of camels
heavily loaded with the goods of both those countries.
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CAMELS BRINGING GOODS OF THE ANCIENT EAST TO PHENICIA

Other caravans came from the far south with the
gold and the perfumes of Arabia and the pearls and
the spices of India. Still others brought horses and
slaves from the countries bordering on the Black Sea.

But the Phcenicians are especially famous as the
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‘first real sailors of the world. The ‘“ cedars of Lebanon”
from the mountains just back of their coast furnished
the best of wood for building ships. With vessels
propelled by oars and sails they explored every coast
of the Mediterranean Sea and pushed boldly out into

Commercial Museum, Philadelphia
A PHENICIAN SHIP

It was in ships like this one that men first traded upon the sea. This ship was 109
feet long, 20 feet wide, and drew 5 feet of water.

the open Atlantic. They established trading stations
and colonies in many places. Their ships returned
to Sidon and Tyre, the rich cities of their own country,
laden with the copper of Cyprus, the iron, the lead,
and the silver of Spain, and the tin of Britain. Some-
times they brought ivory and slaves from the west coast

of Africa or yellow amber from the distant Baltic lands.
3
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In exchange for all these things the Pheenician
sailors gave the goods of Egypt and of the Tigris-
Euphrates valley and the fine wares and splendid
purple cloth of their own country. In this way the
early peoples of Europe first came to know something
of the civilization of the East. They learned many
things from the Pheenicians that helped them toward
better ways of living.

The earliest commerce was carried on by means of
barter; that is, people traded goods with each other.
The Pheenicians, for example, when they visited the
islands or the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea, would
display the weapons or the rich purple cloth of Tyre
and Sidon. If the natives desired these things they
would bring the grain, the hides, or the metals of
their own country to exchange for them. This was
a very inconvenient way of doing business and soon
the need of money as a common medium of exchange
was felt. At first, rings or bars of gold, silver, or
bronze were used for this purpose. Their value was
estimated from their weight. This made it necessary
for the merchant to carry a pair of scales with him.
Later, coins were made by the government in each
country. These were found to be much more con-
venient. After money began to be used, banks were
established. The Babylonians were famous bankers
and the rest of the world learned the business from
them.

Early Social Life.—The rich and the poor were
found among the earliest civilized peoples, just as
we find them everywhere today. The kings, the rich
nobles, and the priests owned nearly all the land.
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In the towns there were wealthy merchants, well-to-
do shopkeepers and skilled workmen. But the mass
of the people in all the early Eastern lands were very
poor. They rented small farms or worked for wages
in the fields or in the shops. Everywhere there were
slaves in those early times. Some of the slaves were
captives taken in war,
others had been stolen
from their homes by
slave traders. The Phce-
nicians were famous
dealers in slaves. The
free laborers and the
slaves alike lived lives
of unending toil and
poverty. Both worked
under overseers who
often beat them. It was
an Egyptian proverb
that ‘“Man has a back
and obeys only when it el S

is beaten.”

The rich people lived in roomy and comfortable
houses. In Egypt the rich man’s home was surrounded
by gardens in which there were pools of water .and
many flowers, fig trees, and date palms. The wealthy
Babylonian built his house upon a mound of earth
raised high above the plain. In both countries the
poor found shelter from the sun’s heat by day and
from the chill of night in little huts or hovels built
of reeds and thatch or of mud bricks dried in the sun.

Those who could afford it dressed in fine linen and
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rich purple cloth, but the most of the
people wore only a single cotton gar-
ment. Yet both classes were happy
and light hearted. They were fond of
dancing, singing, and playing on instru-
ments like our guitar and harp. They
invented the games of checkers and
-chess. Hunting and fishing were popu-
lar sports. In Babylonia and Assyria
hunting the lion, the wild bull, and the:
boar was a favorite royal pastime.

The First Governments.—We have
seen that early men began to live in
o groups called clans and that after a time
AY BGYPTIAN several clans united to form a .tI.'ibe.

; By and by, several tribes were joined
together to form a state. This early state is called a
city-state because its people lived in a city and on the
land in its vicinity. These early states were small

From cast in Untrersity Museum, Phila.
AN ASSYRIAN LION HUNT
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and were ruled by kings. When their history begins
Bgypt and Babylonia were made up of many small
states. In the course of time the strongest king
gained the rule of the whole country. Then he often
tried to conquer the neighboring countries and build
up a great empire. This made it necessary for the
tribes and little city-states in those countries to unite
in order to be better able to defend themselves. In
these ways strong states or nations were formed.

The Assyrians, who lived in the Tigris valley north
of Babylonia, were the greatest conquerors of early
times. They had the first large armies armed with
iron weapons. Under their great king, Sargon, and
his successors, they conquered far and wide. Their
kings grew rich upon the spoils of plundered cities.
Their terrible armies left a trail of ruin and desolation
behind them everywhere they went.

After a time Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
made himself the master of the whole Tigris-Euphrates
valley and enjoyed a brief career of splendor and
power. Last of all came the Persians, who lived east
of Babylonia. Under their king, Cyrus the . Great,
they overran all western Asia. It was natural that
all these conquering races should carry the ways
of living and the knowledge of their home lands wher-
ever they went. Public officers, travelers, and traders
were constantly passing to and fro between all parts
of these vast empires. All this helped to spread civili-
zation throughout the Eastern World.

The early king was a priest, the judge of his people,
and their leader in battle. All power belonged to
him. The people were taught. that he was a god to
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whom they owed unquestioning obedience. If he

were a good man, he was a real father to his people.'

Too often, however, he was a wicked tyrant, who
thought only of his own pleasure and power. He
lived in the midst of a great host of officers who enforced
his laws and collected the taxes of grain, live stock,
wine, honey, and the like upon which the king and
his court lived.

The Earliest Laws.—In the earliest times the laws
were simply the customs of the people. At first they
werc unwritten, but there came a time in every
country as its civilization grew, when its customs were
written into a code of laws. The oldest written code
of law in the world was the work of a Babylonian
king named Hammurabi, who lived more than four
thousand years ago. Many of his laws were wise
and just. Some of them seem severe to us. One
of them reads:

“If a man destroy the eye of another man, they shall
destroy his eye. If one break a man’s bone, they shall
break his bone. If a man knock out a tooth of a man
of his own rank. they shall knock out his tooth.”

The Invention of the Art of Writing.—The art of
writing was the greatest invention of ancient times.
No other single thing that early men did has helped
more to make our life what it is today. In the earliest
writing in the world objects were represented by
pictures of them. For instance, a circle stood for
the sun, and a crescent for the moon. In the course
of time the picture became a sign or symbol. The
picture of the sun, for example, suggested day. At
last there grew up a phonetic alphabet; that is, an
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alphabet in which some of the symbols had become
letters, each letter representing a single sound. The
Egyptians possessed an alphabet at a very early period,
though they used picture and sign writing at the same
time. The Phceenicians had an alphabet of twenty-
two letters. Through

their commerce, they did E

much to spread the /ﬁ & x A A
knowledge of it to other

lands. The peoples of

Europe first learned the é § 9 é B
alphabet from them.

The table on this page [] Tib 6\ a E
will help you to see

how these peoples have

somewhat changed the _ // ; y 2 . e I i
Pheenician alphabet and

handed it on to us.
We owe the invention
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also to the Egyptians. % £ .g BV on
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They made paper of a 2 5 2 ER
reed, called papyrus, HOW THE ALPHABET GREW
1 1 N 1 Showing how a few of the lettersdevel-
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By thickening water with

a vegetable gum and then adding soot to it, they
made ink. A pointed reed served for a pen. The
Babylonians wrote with the tip of a reed or with
a sharp-pointed metal instrument upon a soft piece
of clay which they then baked into a very hard brick.
Great numbers of these ancient brick books exist
" today.
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The Literature and Science of Egypt and Baby-
lonia.—The kings of Egypt and Babylonia took great
pains to have records made of their deeds. The
priests wrote prayers and hymns to their gods. In
these ways litera-
ture began. In
time the Egyptians
and the Babylo-
nians came to write
about many things.
They bhad poems,
proverbs, histories,
and even cook-
books.  They told
many fairy stories.
The story of Cin-
derella is one that
Egyptian children
knew as well as

vou do. Many
In Unirersity Museum, Phila.

' A BABYLONIAN SCHOOLBOOK tales were written
Made of clay, showing the lesson in one corner, about the wander—

with blank spaces for copying it.

ings and adventures
of their heroes. The kings of Babylonia and Assyria
collected and preserved great libraries of the clay
books of their countries.

We owe our calendar to the people of Egypt and
Babylonia. At first men reckoned time by ‘““moons.”
More than six thousand years ago the Egyptians divided
the year into twelve months of thirty days each.
Then they added five festival days at the end of the
vear. The first day of the Nile flood was New Year’s -
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day with them. From the Babylonians we get the
week, with its ‘““day of rest for the soul” as they
called the seventh day. They also divided the day
into hours, minutes, and seconds, as we know them,
and invented the sundial to keep the time by day and
the water clock to tell the hours at night.

These people also gave us arithmetic and made a
start in geometry. The Babylonians invented the

THE PALACE OF AN ASSYRIAN KING
These palaces were built of sun-dried brick.

decimal system of notation, although they knew and
used other ways of writing numbers. They were
likewise the first people to make a regular system of
weights and measures. The Egyptians knew some-
thing of the use of medicines, and the signs employed
by apothecaries today to designate grains and drams
were first used in Egypt.

The cloudless skies and the still, warm nights of these
Eastern countries naturally led thelr peoples to study
the heavens. Indeed they were the first astronomers.
They discovered the regular movements of the planets,
foretold eclipses, and gave names to the stars.



42 BEGINNINGS IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

The Palaces and Temples of the Ancient World.—
All the early civilized peoples whose work we have
been studying were great builders. But their build-
ings were more noted for their
vast size than for their grace or
beauty. In Assyria each king
tried to build a larger and finer
palace than the king before him
had possessed. These palaces
stood upon huge artificial
mounds of earth. They were

A WINGED BULL built of brick and decorated

The Assyrians adorned the . 5 ‘
walls of their _palaces with with .great winged ston? figures

of lions or bulls with the
heads of human beings.

In Egypt the finest buildings were not palaces for
the kings, but temples for the gods and tombs for
the dead. Both the Babylonians and the Egyptians

A BABYLONIAN TEMPLE
The temple is the tower with the terraces on its sides.
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believed in many gods. The sun was the greatest
god of the Egyptians and their most splendid temples
were built for his worship. They also worshipped
the other powers of nature. The ruin of the temple

Ll S e = N ,-_;)'.,2.-‘" 5|

THE RUINS OF THE TEMPLE OF KARNAK IN EGYPT
These columns are 67 feet high and 33 feet in circumference.
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at Karnak in Egypt, with its long rows of gigantic
columns, is one of the grandest sights in the world.
Upon the walls of the great hall of this temple sculptors
carved in stone scenes from the wars of the conquering
Egyptian kings.

Early Religious Beliefs.—The Egyptians believed
that after death the soul of man, which they thought

. In the Universtty Museum, Phﬂadelp
A FUNERAL BOAT UPON THE NILE
This is one of the models that the Egyptians used to place in their tcmkbs,

lived forever, might want to re-enter his body to rest
there. So it seemed necessary to them to preserve
the bodies of their dead. They did this by embalming
the dead person and building a tomb for him. These
embalmed bodies are called mummies. So well
were they preserved that great numbers of them have
been dug up in our own day. It was because the
kings wanted larger and finer tombs than other men
that they forced their subjects to build the great
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A painting by Richter, showing Pharaoh carried by his bearers to watch the
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pyramids for their last resting places. The largest
and best known of the pyramids was built by Khufu,
the Cheops of the Greeks, one of the early kings of
Egypt. It covers thirteen acres and is about four
hundred and fifty feet high. We are told that it
took one hundred thousand men twenty years to
build it.

Like other early people, the Egyptians and Baby-
lonians worshipped their ancestors. They had all
sorts of strange beliefs about evil spirits, ghosts, and
witches. Many of these ideas have lived almost to
our own time. Some of the things these peoples did
would seem very wrong to us. But many of our best
thoughts about what is right are as old as ancient
Egypt. The Egyptians believed that when the soul
of man was judged by their god it ought to be able
to say “I have never committed fraud; I have never
been an idler; I have never altered the grain measure;
I am pure; I have given bread to the hungry, water
to the thirsty, clothing to the naked.”

Our Special Debt to the Hebrews.—The Hebrews,
or Israelites as they are often called, did far more
than all the other ancient peoples to teach us the truth
about God and about right and wrong. They believed
in but one God, who made the world and governs it.
They taught us that God loves righteousness and
hates -iniquity. God gave them, through Moses his
servant who had led them out of bondage in Egypt,
the Ten Commandments, the noblest laws of right
living that have come down to us from ancient times.
They are the following:

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
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2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image. i

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Honor thy father and thy mother.
Thou shalt not kill.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Thou shalt not steal.
Thou shalt not bear false wit-

2 0op SIS RS THS

10. Thou shalt not covet.

David, the Hebrew shepherd boy,
who became one of the famous heroes
and kings of his people, was one of

Copr.
. Twood wood
the world’s great poets. He sings ™%, v’

of his trust in God in these words: From a statue by

Michael Angelo, one of

“The Lord is my shepherd; Ishall the world's greatest

sculptors.

not want.

‘““He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he
leadeth me beside the still waters.

““He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.”

On another occasion, David utters this beautiful
prayer:

“May the words of my mouth and the meditations
of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength and my redeemer.”

Too often the Israelites fell into the sinful ways of
the other peoples about them. Then there arose
great prophets among them to call them back to the
true God and to right living. = Amos, a simple herds-
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man, cries out to his people “Seek good and not evil,
that ye may live.” Isaiah, their greatest prophet,
appeals to them in these words: ‘“Wash you, make
you clean, cease to do evil, learn to do good; relieve
the oppressed; be just to the fatherless; plead for
the widow.” The moral and religious teachings
of the Hebrews are found in the Old Testament of
our Bible, the most precious gift of the early Eastern
"World to us.

We owe much to the first civilized peoples. They
made the beginnings of the industries and the sciences, .
of the literature and the religion that we have today.
The knowledge of these things which they won was
carried by conquest and commerce from the east to
the west. After the peoples of Europe had developed
this knowledge, and made some very important addi-
tions to it, they handed it on to America.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

1. Find upon the map the rivers and countries named in this chapter.

2. How do our ways of plowing, harvesting, and threshing differ
from those of ancient Egypt?

3. What did the Egyptians and Babylonians make that we still
make and use? What crafts or trades have we that were unknown
to them?

4. Make a list of the articles of commerce named in the 27th chap-
ter of Ezekiel in the Bible.

5. What is a law?

6. Do we have laws that are simply the customs of the people?

7. Try to write a message by means of pictures.

8. How did the building material used in Egypt differ from that of
the Tigris-Euphrates valley?

9. Have you ever seen anything made by the early people described
in this chapter? Egyptian and Assyrian relics may be found in any
good museum:




OUR DEBT TO THE EARLIEST PEOPLES 49

BOOKS FOR THE TEACHER

Robinson and Breasted: Outlines of Ewropean History, Part 1, pp.
17-109.

Webster: Ancient History, pp- 28-113.

Myres: The Dawn of Hislory.

Breasted: Hislory of the Ancient Egyptians.

Sayce: Babylonians and Assyrians.

Kent: History of the Hebrew People.

Rawlinson: The Story of Plenicia.



CHAPTER IV
THE GIFTS OF THE GREEKS TO US

The Home of the Greeks.—The Greeks were the
first European people to become civilized. Their
home land in the southeastern corner of Europe is

THE GREEK WORLD
The dark parts of this map indicate the lands where the Greek people lived.-

a little country, about half as large as New York
or Pennsylvania. Greece is full of mountains which
divide the land into many valleys, separated from
each other by high, rocky ridges which it is not easy
to cross. In each of these valleys there grew up a
little state. Athens and Sparta were the most famous
of these states, but there were many others in Greece.
Because of the difficulty of going from one valley to
(50)
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another the Greek states were never united to form
a nation like the United States of America.

If you look at the map you will see that Greece
is almost surrounded by water. The coast has many
deep gulfs and bays. It is said that no place in the
whcle country is more than forty miles from the sea.
With such a country it was natural that the Greeks
should be a race of sailors. Notice that the sea east
of Greece is full of
islands. Such a sea
is always beckoning
people to cross it.
On a clear day, the
Greek sailors could
cross to Asia without
once losing sight of
land. It was equally
easy for the Phceni-
cian traders to come to Greece with the rich wares of
the East. In both of these ways the Greeks early
came in contact with the civilized peoples of Asia,
from whom they learned many things.

Greece is not a fertile country. Much of its land
is bare rock. It can boast of no rich ha-vests or
green pastures, yet it grows a little wheat and barley
and has many grape vines and olive trees. In the
mountains there are forests of oak and pine. Greece
has a delightful climate. The air is cool and clear,
and the people can live out of doors most of the time.
It is a wonderfully beautiful country, and the land
in which they lived did much to make the ancient
Greeks a happy and joyous people.

e
A BIT OF GREEK LANDSCAPE
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Very early in their history, the need of more room
for their people, the desire to trade, and the natural
love of adventure of every brave and hardy race led
the Greeks to explore and settle in other lands. One
of these explorers tells us how he and his companions
went forth upon the sea until they found a good land.
He says of it, ‘“Therein are soft water-meadows by
the shore of the gray salt sea, and there the vines
know no decay, and the land is level to plough. Also
there is a fair haven where men may run the ship
on the beach, and at the head of the harbor is a well
of bright water issuing from a cave, and round it are
poplars growing.”

Such stories told by returning explorers tempted
many of the Greeks to seek new homes beyond the
sea. In the course of time all the shores of the
Mediterranean were dotted with their trading stations
and settlements. The Greek merchants brought
copper, silver, and gold from the countries north of
the Algean Sea, fish and timber from the coasts of
the Black Sea, grain from Africa, and metals, wines,
and oils from the far distant islands and shores of the
western Mediterranean. Greek colonists settled in
all of these regions. Some of the early Greek trading
stations and colonies like Syracuse in Sicily grew to
be rich and populous cities. There were so many
Greek colonists in southern Italy that the country
was called Great Greece. The ancient Greeks thought
that Greece included all the lands where the Greeks
lived.

How the Greeks Lived.—When we first hear of the
Greeks they were herdsmen and farmers. Their
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cattle, the grain, vegetables, and fruits which they
raised, and the fish that they caught in the neighbor-
ing sea always furnished their supply of food. Most
of the farms were small and the houses very simple.
The early kings or chief men had more land and finer
homes. Homer, one of the earliest Greek poets, has
given us a charming picture of such a royal household °
and its surroundings.

“He had fifty hand-
maids in the house,
and some grind the
vellow grain on the
millstone, and others

-~ From reproductions in Untrversity Museum, Phila.
EARLY GREEK METAL WORK
A gold cup and adagger. Notice the hunting scene pictured on the blade of the dagger.

weave webs and turn the yarn as they sit, and the
soft olive oil drops off that linen, so closely is it woven.
And without the courtyard hard by the door is a
great garden. There grow tall trees blossoming,
pear trees and apple trees with bright fruit, and sweet
figs and olives in their bloom. There too, he has a
~ fruitful vineyard, and all manner of garden beds
planted trimly, and therein are two fountains of
water.”’

At first the Greeks made at home nearly everything
they needed in the house or for the field. As we
have already ;seen, however, the Pheenician traders
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early taught them to know and to desire the fine
goods from the older civilized countries to the east.
Later they learned how to manufacture these things
for themselves, to coin money, and to carry on com-
merce in their own ships. Some of the Greek cities
were famous for their splendid bronze work, others
for fine iron work and beautiful vases. In the course
of time many Greeks grew wealthy through manu-
facturing and commerce.

. The Greeks were a brave, wide-awake, and inde-
pendent race who loved freedom above all things.
From their earliest days they never were willing to
give blind obedience to their rulers as the people of
Egypt and Babylonia did. Although at first they
had kings and chief men over them in their govern-
ments, in most of their states the people gradually
won the right to govern themselves. In this way
they developed a government much like our own in
which the people rule. Such a government is ecalled
a democracy. To the Greeks belongs the glory of
being the founders of government by the people
in Europe.

The Spartans.—Athens and Sparta, the two leading
states of Greece, were very unlike. The Spartans
were the finest soldiers of their time. They spent
their whole lives in training and on the battlefield.
They believed that every Spartan must have a sound
body to begin with. So they taught their boys to be
healthy and brave. When they were seven years
old they were taken from their parents and trained
in groups. They wore but a single garment, went
barefoot both summer and winter, ate the plainest
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kind of food, and were given the hardest kind of
gymnastic training. ‘“They learned to read because
that was necessary, but all the rest of their educa-
tion was meant.to teach them to obey with cheerful-
ness, to endure toil, and to win battles.” All the
other Greeks respected the Spartans, and when Greece
was in danger took them as their leaders against
the foe.

The Spartan girls were given very much the same
kind of gymnastic training as the boys. They were
taught to despise cowards and to admire brave men.
The courage and the noble spirit of the women inspired
the men to glorious deeds for their country. A Spartan
mother, learning that her five sons had perished in
battle, said, ““This is not what I wish to know; does
victory belong to Sparta?’ ‘Yes.” “Then let us
render thanks to the gods.”

The Spartans did many things that we cannot
admire, and have no desire to imitate. At the same
time they taught us some lessons that we need to
learn: to live simply and plainly; to control our-
selves; to love and serve our country; to try to have
healthy, strong, and vigorous bodies.

The Athenians.—The Spartans, however, never
were anything but soldiers. The Athenians, on the
other hand, trained the mind as well as the body.
They could fight as bravely as the Spartans when
the need arose; but they did not give their whole
lives to military training and to war. They were
farmers and shepherds or fishermen and sailors. Those -
who lived in the city were mechanics or merchants.
The Spartan used few words in speaking, while the
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Athenian loved to talk and to tell stories. Many
. of the great poets and wonderful artists of Greece
were Athenians. ,

The Athenian boy was early taught to behave
properly and to obey. He went to a school where
he learned to read and write, to cipher, to recite poetry,
and to sing. He, too,
was given gymnastic
training to make him
sound and beautiful
in body. When he
was eighteen years old
he was given the arms
which he was to bear
in time of war. On
this occasion, before
all the people, he took
the following oath:
o “1 swear never to dis-
Unteersty Museum, Prtia. - honor these sacred

A GREEK SCHOOL ’ 3
(From a Greek painting on a vase.) What arins, not to qult my

?lrne\':;hl:)‘)ﬁ:ssgurgi:z?ﬁ?the}\ ﬁotyh:tﬁ"iihi'é?iﬂi post, to obe y the
is waiting to escort them home.

magistrates and the
laws, to honor the religion of my country.”

The Athenian lived simply in a small house with
bare white walls and little furniture. = But the little
that he had was beautiful. He was temperate in all
things. Solon, one of the wisest of the Athenians,
gave his people the proverb, ‘‘Nothing in excess.”
The Athenians thought it the duty of every citizen
to take part in the government of his country. One
of their greatest men said, ‘“We regard a man who
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takes no interest in public affairs, not as a harmless,
but as a useless character.”

The Greeks were a very religious people. They
believed in many gods. They thought of these gods
as much like themselves, only stronger and more
beautiful. They believed the gods
spoke to them in signs and dreams,
and sometimes by the mouth of a
person whom they inspired. They
built splendid temples to the gods and
often held joyous festivals and great
athletic games in their honor.

With all their splendid qualities the
Greeks were not without serious
faults. In all the Greek states many
of the people were slaves who toiled
while others enjoyed the fruits of their
labor. The men, except possibly in
Sparta, looked down upon the women
who were treated as household 4 STATUE OF
drudges and had very few rights. One of the god-

How the Greeks Saved Freedom ke Greas o
for the World.—There came a day,
when the Greeks needed all their courage and all the
strength and skill that their athletic and military
training had given them. You remember that the
earliest civilized nations, one after another, had
tried to econquer all their neighbors. The Per-
sians were the last of these conquering peoples.
They overran all western Asia. Egypt, with its
wealth, was theirs too. Their empire was the
greatest that the world had yet seen. They now
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threatened Greece. It was a moment of utter peril
to the Greek states.

Never was there a econtest which seemed more
unequal. Persia was a world-wide empire, with
boundless wealth and millions of men. The Greek
states were small and poor, and had never learned
to work together. But the Persians were the sub-
jects of a tyrannical king, whose offiecers drove them
into battle with whips. The Greeks,
on the other hand, were free men,
7 fighting for their country and fo
<) their homes. . :

The war began in Asia Minor on
the east coast of the Aigean Sea.

“There were many Greeks living in
e . that country, and when the Persians

GREEK SOLDIERS tried to rob them of their freedom

It was such soldiers as . . .
ko e oy they called upon their kinsmen in

/ Greece for aid. The Spartans
refused to help them, but the Athenians sent twenty
ships to their assistance. At first the Greeks were
victorious, but in the end the Persians conquered all

- the Greek cities in Asia Minor and added them to
their empire.

Darius, the Persian king, now determined to punish
the Athenians for helping the Greeks in Asia Minor
and at the same time to conquer all of Greece. He
began by sending messengers to the Greek states to
demand ‘‘earth and water” as signs that they sub-
mitted to him. The Athenians and Spartans threw
the Persian messengers into pits and wells and told
them to help themselves, This only made the Persian
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king the more angry. The Greeks must now fight
to the bitter end.

The Persian fleet landed a large army at Marathon,
twenty-five miles from Athens. The men of Athens,
under their great leader, Miltiades, were drawn up
to oppose them. The Persians fought with bows and
arrows, the Greeks with spears and short swords.
On the day of battle Miltiades led his men with a
rush through the storm of arrows until they came to
close quarters with the Persians. Then thousands
of the Persians were slain. The survivors were driven
back to their ships and soon returned to Asia.

Their splendid victory at Marathon filled the
Athenians with confidence. Many of them thought
that now their country was safe. But Themistocles,
their wisest man, knew better. He felt sure that the
Persians would come again in larger numbers. He
persuaded the Athenians to build a great fleet. Athens
and Sparta also tried to unite all the Greek states
against the Persians. In this they were only partly
successful.

After ten years the Persians did come again. This
time Xerxes, the son and successor of Darius, led a
great host of men across the Hellespont, around the
Agean Sea, and into Greece from the north. Many
of the Greek states joined the Persians. It seemed
as if all Greece would lose its freedom.

But the Spartans, the Athenians, and some of their
allies were steadfast. Leonidas, the Spartan king,
with three hundred of his own men and some from
other states, was sent to hold Thermopyl®, a narrow
pass between the mountains and the sea through which
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the Persians must enter central Greece. Here one
of the most heroic fights in the world took place.

THE PASS OF THERMOPYLZE

From a modern photograph of the spot
where Leonidas and his Spartans made their
heroic fight. The sea is at the right of tke
picture,

For two days the Per-
sian host tried in vain
to break the Spartan
line. Then a Greek
traitor showed the
Persians a path over
the mountains by
which they gained the
rear of the Greek posi-
tion.  Leonidas and
his men could have
escaped, but they
chose to stay and
fight until every one
of them was killed. In
later times their burial

place was marked by these words: *‘Stranger, tell in
Sparta that we lie here in obedience to her laws.”

o

From a modcl in tke Cmmercial Museum. Philadclphia
A GREEKX WARSHIP
A trireme, about 150 feet long, rowed with three bunks of oars.,
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The Persians now advanced to Athens and burned
the city. The Athenians had fled to a place of safety.
The fighting men of Athens were on their ships, and
under their great leader, Themistocles, they won an
overwhelming victory at the famous naval battle of
Salamis.

This battle, which decided the fate of Greece,
was fought in the bay of Salamis, near Athens. On
the shore a golden throne had been set up for Xerxes,
that he might better see the fight.

“A king sat on the rocky brow
Which looks o’er sea-born Salamis:
And ships by thousands lay below,
And men in nations,—all were his,
He counted them at break of day,
And when the sun set, where were they?’”’

A great Greek poet, who fought as a sailor on
board an Athenian ship, tells us that when the Greek
ships charged the Persian fleet, there was heard a
mighty shout:

“O sons of Hellenes, forward, free your country;
Free, too, your wives, your children, and the shrines
Built to your fathers’ gods, and holy tombs

Your ancestors now rest in. The fight
Is for our all.”

The battle of Salamis lasted all day. When night

fell the Persian fleet was shattered. Xerxes quickly

withdrew to Asia. The next year the Spartans and
the Athenians destroyed the Persian army, which he
left behind him in Greece. The danger of ‘Persian
conquest was over. Soon a new and greater Athens
was built upon the site of the burned city,
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The Persian war decided that the free Greeks were
not to be the slaves of a despotic empire in Asia.

But it decided far more than this. The Greeks were

the first free, self-governing people in the world. They
were to hand on the torch of freedom to Europe.
In the course of time it was to pass from Europe to
America. When the Greeks saved their own freedom

From a pai;ztina by Cormon
GREEKS REJOICING AFTER THE BATTLE OF SALAMIS

they saved freedom for the world. More than this,
by their matchless courage in the presence of almost
overwhelming odds in the long struggle with the
mighty Persian empire they gave us a splendid and
inspiring example of how to face the most fearful
danger with stout hearts.

The Beautiful Things which the Greeks Made.—
The Greeks loved beautiful things. They were a
people of fine taste, who knew what was beautiful
and whose work has done much to teach us to know it.

The most ‘beautiful things-that the Greeks ever

T R RERRNRmm——,
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made were their own bodies.
Their constant gymnastic train-
ing and practice for their
athletic games made them
splendid examples of physical
manhood. The victors in their
great athletic contests were
their heroes, and statues of
them were set up in their
native cities.- We have seen
that the Greeks thought of
their gods as like themselves,
only finer and handsomer.
Their greatest artists carved
the figures of these gods in
marble. It is no wonder that
the Greek statues are the
most beauti-
ful in the world, since the artists
had all around them such beautiful
people as models. Sculpture was
the finest of the Greek arts.

The most beautiful
object in every Greek
city was a splendid
temple which its people
had built in honor of
their gods. The gran-
-3 deur of the Greek temple

STATUE OF THE GREEK Gop  Was mainly due to the
HBERMES

This statue is by Praxiteles, one of the Slmple yet Sta'tely COl'

greatest of Greek sculptors. It is one of e
the ﬁnesto statrues inClthpe :\'orld. unmns “’thh help ed to

2 ¢ am ok - K
A GREEK ATHLETE
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In Unioersity Museum, Phila.
A GREEK VASE

Thousands of these beautiful
:Greek vases have been found.

they made. Fine
vases, like this one,
were common in their
“homes. The pictures,
painted with great skill
upon these Greek
vases, tell us much
about the manners and
customs of the people
who made them. Even
the gravestones of the
Greeks were: beautiful.

'BEGINNINGS IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

support its' roof. We still
copy the architecture of the
Greeks. In our cities there
are many buildings in which
columns like those of the
Greek temples are used in one
way or another. They con-
stantly remind us of one of
the gifts of the Greeks to us.

The good taste of the
Greeks is just as well shown
in the small articles which

In University Muscum, Philadelphia
A GREEK TOMBSTONE
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’
On the, opposite page is a picture of one. There
were many gravestones quite as fine as this one in
the cemeteries of Athens.

Their victory over the Persians gave the Athenians
wonderful confidence in themselves. Because of
this confidence and of the freedom from interference
by their enemies following their victory, there developed
what is known as the golden age of Greek civilization.
The greatest Greek artists and
writers belong to this period. Peri-
cles was the foremost Athenian at
this time. He ruled the people by
persuading them that what he
wanted them to do was the wisest
thing that they could do. We call
the time when he was a leader in
Athens the ““ Age of Pericles.”

Pericles was a great orator. In a
speech to his fellow citizens he gives
us this picture of Athens:

‘“Because of the greatness of our city, the fruits
of the whole earth flow in upon us. We are lovers
of the beautiful, yet simple in our tastes, and we
cultivate the mind without loss of manliness. Wealth
we employ, not for talk and show, but when there is
a real use for it. I would have you fix your eyes
upon the greatness of Athens, until you become filled
with the love of her.”

It was the dream of Pericles to make Athens the
most beautiful city in the world. In the midst of
the ecity stood a high, rocky hill, called the Acropolis.
Upon this hill Pericles built the Parthenon, a temple

5

PERICLES
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to Athena, the goddess best beloved by the Athenians
because they thought she was the special guardian
of their city. The Parthenon was the most beautiful
building in all the ancient world. About it were
other temples, second only to it in splendor.

Phidias, the greatest sculptor who ever lived,

San - L

THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS

The most beautiful temgles and theaters of the Greeks crowned this hill or
adorned its sides. The Parthenon is the great temple on the top of the Acropolis.

helped Pericles in the work of adorning the Acropolis.
Upon the wall of the Parthenon he carved in marble
a wonderful series of pictures representing a pro-
cession of the Athenians carrying gifts to the goddess
Athena. Within the Parthenon there stood a statue
of Athena, thirty-eight feet in height, made of gold

f
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and ivory. This statue was the masterpiece of
Phidias.

The Writings of the Greeks.—The literature of
Greece is as priceless as its art. It contains many
of the most beautiful stories and poems in all the
world. It is the most precious of the many good
gifts of the Greeks to us.

The early Greeks told wonderful stories about
their gods. We have seen that the Greeks believed

THE STATUE OF ATHENA IN THE PARTHENON, ATHENS

in many gods. They thought that twelve of these
deities, six gods and six goddesses, lived upon the
snow-capped top of Mount Olympus, a great mountain
in the northern part of their country. Among the
members of this Olympian Council, as it was called,
were Zeus, the father of gods and men; Apollo, the
god of light and music; Hermes, who presided over
invention and commerce; Hera, the queen of Zeus;
Athena, the goddess of wisdom and the domestie
arts* and Demeter, who watched over seedtime and
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harvest. Besides the great gods who dwelt upon
Mount Olympus the Greeks believed that there were
many lesser divinities and strange beings like the
beautiful nymphs who danced in the woods and the
ugly satyrs who had human bodies with the hoofs
and horns of goats. They also believed that every

AT THE HOME OF A WEALTHY ATHENIAN
The tutor at the left is lecturing to his pupils.

stream and mountain had a spirit which could think
_and feel very much as they did themselves. The
Greeks told many interesting stories and wrote many
beautiful poems about all these fanciful beings.
Equally fascinating are the stories which the
Greeks loved to tell about the wonderful exploits
of their early heroes. Among the most famous of
these heroes were Theseus who cleared the land of
wicked giants ~and slew - the , dreadful Minotaur;
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Hercules, the strongest of all men, who performed
twelve gigantic labors; Jason and his companions,
who sailed in the stout ship “Argo’ to bring home the
“golden fleece”” and braved many terrible perils
before they accomplished their purpose; Ach