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FOREWORD

N historical study, even of an elementary sort, the map has ceased to be regarded
as a luxury. Yet, as every teacher knows, maps which adequately show the
progress of American life have been impossible to find in a cheap, convenient

form. This unobtamable necessity has, therefore, been so often a subject of
complamnt that it is believed that this atlas will be welcomed with somewhat of
relief. The one hundred and tw enty-cight maps herein presented were prepared
m consultation with a number of the leading scholars in the field of American
history, and it seems doubtful if the benefits of complete and special information
are likely to be more satisfactorily combined.

An atlas 1s, of course, primarily a work of reference. Yet an orderly ar-
rangement, as in a musewm, may suggest the development of process or of life;
and as a curator might carefully point out the illustrative value of such specimens
and models, so here the editor has appended a short essay intended to suggest
some ways in which the historical map may be of service. But he would be a
sanguine teacher who expected students from these few reflections to realize for
themselves the possibilities of an atlas. Consequently there is joined with it an
extended course in the historical geography of the United States, in which the
student, by observing these directions, works oul on outline maps, easily procured,
the record of a development in space as well as in time, following the national
history with his hand as well as his eye. The studies are closely integrated
with the atlas, by specific reference, so that it will seldom be necessary to look
beyond 1ts pages for essential facts. In many cases, however, additional informa-
tion 1s included in the text, which the student is asked to transfer into graphic
form. Citations to Professor Bassett's Short History of the United States, New
York, 1913, and, for more elaborate treatment,.to the American Nation Series,
make the studies available as supplementary to a classroom course, or as a course
in themselves, to be rounded out by lectures and library research. Naturally map
studies may be cut to meet the individual requirements, and, indeed, the book is
so arranged that the atlas may be used alone without reference to Part I1.

There 1s one class of students, happily growing more numerous and important
—those who study by themselves at home—whose needs have been constantly
considered, and it is sincerely hoped that to many a solitary inquirer this book
will bring a clearer understanding of the history of the United States.

Dixox Ryax Fox.
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