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Introduction

The Encyclopedia of American Journalism explores in depth those journalists and their
organizations who have observed and recorded the events of American history. In 1930,
John H. Finley of the New York Times said that journalists were “the historians of the pres-
ent tense” and he called journalism “the religion of democracy” (NYT, Dec. 19, 1930, p.
24). Although Finley made these observations well before the advent of television, comput-
ers, the Internet, and many of the other modern media that we now take for granted, his
assessment of the importance of journalists and journalism still remains relevant in our
own time. A free society requires good journalists, and their job is demanding, and always
has been, if for no other reason than that their work covers the entire scope of human
endeavor. To achieve their goals, having a sense of history is no less critical than having
the ability to communicate clearly and effectively.

Yet there are many components in modern media and modern living that distort, or
even ignore, history, and these forces inevitably affect journalism. If it is true, as has been
said, that journalists write the “first draft of history,” then it is also true that they are often
accused of lacking knowledge of the past. The Encyclopedia of American Journalism pro-
vides an antidote to such criticism by offering readers an account of journalism’s past that
is relevant to the twenty-first century. As it makes clear, journalism has a rich history, one
whose origins trace back to the American colonies. It is the full scope of that history that
helps us to understand better the extraordinary changes that have transformed journalism
in recent decades.

The 405 articles in this Encyclopedia, which vary in length from 500 to 5,000 words,
touch on a wide range of subjects, many of which have been too often neglected or given
short shrift in other reference works. Although presented in alphabetical order, the entries
cover seven major themes.

ASSOCTATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS

These articles detail groups that support or regulate journalists’ work from “American
Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE)” to “Women’s Press Organizations.” Some are gov-
ernmental, such as the “Office of War Information” and some are voluntary special interest
groups, such as the “National Association of Black Journalists.”

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW AND PRACTICE

These articles cover the whole scope of American history; however, special attention has
been given to developments since 1945 and the end of World War II. Where earlier refer-
ence works in the field tend to trail off after the mid-twentieth century, this Encyclopedia
covers the major events and trends since that period, ranging from “Archiving and Pres-
ervation,” “Baseball Journalism,” “Citizen Reporters,” “Ethics,” “Hutchins Commission
Report,” “Travel Journalism,” to “Youth Television News.”
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ABBOTT, ROBERT S.

The story of Robert Sengstacke Abbot’s (Nov. 24, 1870—Feb.
29, 1940) life and eventual success in newspaper publishing
epitomizes the challenges educated and enterprising Afri-
can Americans faced during the Jim Crow and Progressive
eras. It also embodies African American urban journalism
rising by its bootstraps into a million-dollar enterprise in
the twentieth century.

Abbott’s life and entrepreneurship grew from unusual
roots in the most predictable of slave cultures, enhanced by
strict German values and a reasonably strong education and
training for printing and law careers. His shoestring startup
Chicago newspaper, the Chicago Defender (established in
1905) served a neglected black population. It progressed
into a resounding voice against discrimination, advocating
“race” opportunity (he shunned the terms Negro, black, and
Afro-American) and the needs of Chicagoans of color. Its
million-dollar success and added publications supported
both a community and an extended-family dynasty that
continued to produce the Chicago Defender for more than
sixty years after Abbott’s death.

If there ever was a slave aristocracy, Robert Abbott’s
roots (from his father’s side) came from it. His father man-
aged all servants in a Georgia plantation house and his
exemplary dedication and status with the owners was both
his antebellum mainstay and his post-emancipation undo-
ing. Although he treasured his freedom, Thomas Abbott
never could find the status and structure he enjoyed in servi-
tude. Robert’s mother, a dark-skinned hairdresser from the
close-knit and independent Geechee culture of the Georgia
islanders gave Robert the family roots and cultural heritage
visible at times in his adult personality.

Robert’s father died when Robert was four months old.
His light-skinned German mulatto stepfather, John Seng-
stacke, who became a Congregationalist minister, mentored
him with Calvinist rigor from early childhood. Yet, the
social meaning of light and dark skin—along with cultural
differences from Sengstacke’s German upbringing—stig-
matized the family, despite their high standards and educa-
tion. Abbott experienced the constant discomfort wrought
by his dark skin and the comfort of living in an all-black
community outside of Savannah and visiting relatives on
St. Simons Island in his childhood, where a proud history
of resistance to slavery endured.

Abbott’s first experience working on a newspaper was
with the four-page paper his father began, produced, dis-

tributed, and read from the pulpit to parishioners. After
studying unsuccessfully in a light-skin dominated school,
Abbott eventually attended Hampton Institute and spent
eight years there, learning the printing trade, completing
his college degree, and touring with a singing group that
solicited donations for the college.

Color was a constant source of frustration to Abbott.
Even his move to Chicago was tied to rejection in love by
his light-skinned girlfriend’s family, who regarded Robert
as below their daughter’s station for marriage, despite a
life-long acquaintance with him. He had already worked
as a printer’s devil, had labored on his stepfather’s newspa-
per, and was a trained printer, but his efforts to find gainful
work in skilled printing crafts were frustrated by his skin
color. He earned a diploma in law at Kent College in Chi-
cago, only to find that his dark skin posed too big a risk of
courtroom defeat to prospective partners or clients.

Abbottbegan The Chicago Defender doing everything but
the printing himself, including selling the two-cent weekly
from door-to-door and person-to-person on the street. By
1929, its circulation had grown to 250,000 and the Defender
had its own building, press, and several departments. It had
risen through typical urban strategies, such as sensational-
izing crime and other scandals, but it had also gained enor-
mously from Abbott’s ability to hire good people, including
J. Hockley Smiley in 1910, who managed operations.

Abbott lashed out at Jim Crow and discrimination in the
South and North. He believed the North, and Chicago in par-
ticular, offered far more jobs and economic opportunity for
southern blacks than the South and subsequently produced
special promotional issues of The Defender, which he dis-
tributed in enormous numbers throughout the South. Thus,
Abbott not only influenced history in the South by using
mass media to spur migration to Chicago, but he provided a
newspaper to inform, lead, entertain, assure and maintain a
community for the newcomers after they arrived. He loudly
objected to the ghettoizing of blacks on Chicago’s South
Side, decried the racial incidents and lynching of the early
twentieth century, and promoted race achievement through
awards and by publishing the work of talented writers and
poets, including Langston Hughes and others.
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CARMEN E. CLARK

AMERICAN BROADCASTING
COMPANY (ABC) NEWS

ABC News helped to bring broadcast journalism fully into
the television age. It was one of the “big three” networks
prior to the growth of cable and satellite TV. Yet when
ABC began, CBS and NBC already were broadcast news
institutions. ABC’s achievements were not so much in the
reporting of news events, which CBS and NBC also cov-
ered. ABC surpassed its rivals with concepts that loosened
TV news from newspaper influences. Journalism became a
television experience for viewers.

ABC’s signatures were the daily broadcasts of “The
World News Tonight” and “Nightline.” Both programs were
major innovations. ABC was also the first major broadcast
organization to recognize the importance of local TV news.
Local stations owned by ABC challenged more traditional
CBS-NBC newscasting designs.

ABC had to fight to become a major network. Its mav-
erick approach traced to its star-crossed inception. In 1926,
NBC had fortified the strongest national radio network. To
limit newcomer CBS, NBC formed a third network called
the Blue Network. CBS and others protested NBC’s own-
ership of two systems. The FCC concurred and, in 1943,
forced NBC to sell the Blue Network. It went to Edward
Nobel, the founder of Lifesavers candies. NBC stripped the
Blue Network of its assets and kept its few popular enter-
tainers. What was left of the Blue Network became ABC.

The rudiments of ABC News were news commentary
programs on radio. Popular during the 1930s, news com-
mentaries faded during World War II. CBS and NBC intro-
duced regular newscasts. ABC became a haven for famed
commentators whose programs had been dropped by CBS
and NBC. The best known of these personalities was Walter
Winchell. Others were Drew Pearson and Gabriel Heatter.
The most venerable was Paul Harvey, whose ABC com-
mentaries began in 1950 and continued for well over a half
century.

ABC television began in 1948. For the next twenty years,
the expense of TV broadcasting kept ABC close to collapse.
In 1953, Nobel sold ABC to Leonard Goldenson. In 1955,
assistance came from the Disney corporation, and ABC
managed to stay afloat through the black-and-white era of
television. Financial problems reached crisis proportions
again when television began its conversion to color. In 1965,
Goldenson attempted to sell ABC to International Telegraph
and Telephone (ITT), a large conglomerate that during the
1960s owned many businesses. Fearful of mounting debt,

ITT backed out. Three years later, ABC barely survived a
hostile takeover attempt by the reclusive billionaire Howard
Hughes.

Lacking resources, ABC News was a marginal opera-
tion. In 1954, it provided the only live coverage of the
Army-McCarthy hearings, but largely because it had no
daytime programming during the period when the hearings
occurred.

When CBS and NBC initiated nightly news programs
in 1948, it became a problem for ABC. ABC did not fol-
low until 1954. While CBS and NBC had noted journalists,
ABC became a revolving door for newscasters. The first
seven were John Daly, Murphy Martin, John Lawrence,
William Sheehan, Alex Drier, Ron Cochran, and Bill
Shadel. In 1961, Goldenson hired President Dwight Eisen-
hower’s acclaimed press secretary James Hagerty to be the
first official president of ABC News, but Hagerty struggled.
A low point came in 1968 when ABC could not afford full
coverage of that year’s political conventions.

Fortunes changed later in 1968 when Al Primo became
news director of the ABC-owned New York station WABC.
Primo believed that TV news was too serious, dominated
by elder stentorian newscasters who sat in studios and read
worded accounts. CBS’s Walter Cronkite, the period’s
most popular newscaster, best personified this “Olympian”
approach.

Primo took advantage of new technology such as video-
tape and mobile cameras. He showcased a large team of on-
camera anchors and roving reporters who communicated
news while posing as the viewers’ friends. This concept,
known as “Eyewitness News,” moved WABC from last to
first place in audience ratings. The idea then was introduced
at ABC’s other owned stations that included WLS in Chi-
cago, KABC in Los Angeles, WXYZ in Detroit, and KGO
in San Francisco. These stations, too, became Number 1 in
the ratings.

“Eyewitness News” was a turning point both for ABC
and for television news. The five ABC stations became one
of the largest profit centers in the history of broadcasting.
During the 1970s, these five stations generated more than
$1 billion in profits. By 1975, almost every other ABC,
CBS, and NBC local affiliate abandoned the “Olympian”
style in favor of ABC’s freer and more energetic design.
“Eyewitness News” facilitated the first regular “live shots”
and other applications of “electronic newsgathering” tech-
nology. The concept later served as a model for reporting on
CNN and ABC’s cable sports channel ESPN.

Professional uncertainty testified to the ferment ABC
had stirred. Fearful that “Eyewitness News” would move
from local to network news, Cronkite joined with many
CBS and NBC News veterans in denouncing conversational
language, reporter involvement, and friendly newscasting
as ‘“‘show business” techniques. Critics further felt that
video undermined the flow of information that came from
newscasters’ written scripts. Among those who defended
ABC was media theorist Marshall McLuhan, who felt that
“Eyewitness News” at last had proven television’s potential



for “shared” news communication. McLuhan asserted, no
doubt prematurely, that written scripts and printed news
were obsolete.

Despite thriving from its initiatives in local TV news,
ABC still was mired in the last-place ratings of its national
newscast, the “ABC Evening News.” The ABC news divi-
sion resisted attempts to change the broadcast’s “Olympian”
format. Former CBS reporter Harry Reasoner was ABC’s
main anchor between 1970 and 1977. Competing against
CBS and Cronkite, Reasoner’s ratings were small.

In 1976, low ratings precipitated an ill-fated display of
ABC ingenuity. ABC hired NBC “Today Show” host Bar-
bara Walters as Reasoner’s co-anchor. Although this gave
ABC the distinction of introducing the first female network
main anchor, Walters was removed after one year. Walters
and Reasoner disliked each other and viewers, who sensed
that fact, were uncomfortable.

Success finally came with ABC’s most-noted uncon-
ventional move. In 1977, ABC named Roone Arledge, the
mastermind of ABC Sports, as president of the network
news division. Again, critics denounced ABC’s debasement
of news traditions. The hiring of Arledge marked the first
time in journalism that a person with no news background
was placed in charge of a major news organization. Never-
theless, borrowing some “Eyewitness News” techniques but
mostly those from “The Wide World of Sports,” Arledge
transformed network news.

Arledge ended the “ABC Evening News.” In 1978 he
launched a new nightly newscast called “The World News
Tonight.” Anchored by Frank Reynolds until Reynold’s
death in 1983, and then by Peter Jennings until 2005, “The
World News Tonight” featured co-anchors from different
locations around the world. They included Max Robinson,
the first African American network newscaster. Seen for
the first time in network news were regular “live” reports,
extensive visualization, animations, digital graphics, and
thematic music.

ABC’s next breakthrough came in 1980. Arledge per-
suaded ABC affiliates to permit an extra half-hour of net-
work news late at night for coverage of the Iran Hostage
Crisis. Anchored by Ted Koppel, these reports were per-
manently established as the broadcast “Nightline.” By this
time, a third broadcast begun in 1976, “Good Morning
America,” became a major showcase for ABC’s expanded
news reporting.

After Cronkite’s retirement in 1981, ABC became the
leader in broadcast news. In addition to its expansion in
television, ABC was the only national broadcast entity to
build up operations in radio news. Most leading local news
radio stations became an ABC News affiliate.

Acclaimed journalism and public affairs figures who in
the 1980s joined Arledge were David Brinkley, pioneer of
NBC'’s “Huntley-Brinkley Report™; Pierre Salinger, former
press secretary to President John Kennedy; and Carl Bern-
stein, whose 1972 exposés in the Washington Post exposed
the Watergate scandal. Others who identified ABC News
were correspondents Sam Donaldson, Brit Hume, John
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McWethy, Cokie Roberts, and Bettina Gregory; and analyst
George Will.

ABC News had ascended when cable and satellite deliv-
ery first appeared. In 1982, ABC was alone among the three
original broadcast networks in launching a twenty-four-
hour all-news channel on cable TV. This venture, called the
Satellite News Channel, had been preceded by Ted Turner’s
Cable News Network. Because cable systems already pro-
vided CNN, SNC collapsed. Although from SNC emerged
ABC’s twenty-four-hour all-sports channel ESPN, ABC’s
“The World News Tonight” and other news programs were
overshadowed by CNN.

In 1985, Goldenson sold ABC to Capital Cities, a local
station group that in the 1970s grew from obscurity from
profits gained by applying ABC’s revisions in local TV
news. To meet plummeting ABC ratings and revenues
caused by cable competition, Capital Cities cut budgets for
ABC News. Several of ABC’s thirty foreign and domes-
tic bureaus were closed. However, the downsizing of ABC
News was less severe than at CBS and NBC, where hun-
dreds of journalists lost their jobs.

More reductions came in 1997. Capital Cities was
absorbed by Disney, the corporation that had saved ABC
forty-two years earlier. Disney shored news operations
in New York and Washington but eliminated remaining
bureaus.

Despite decline, ABC remained prominent in broad-
cast news. Appointed as anchor in 1983, Peter Jennings
headed “The World News Tonight” until his death in 2005.
Jennings’s tenure was one of the longest of any broadcast
journalist. ABC’s most celebrated news figure was Arledge.
Arledge’s death in 2002 generated worldwide news. Arledge
was eulogized for epitomizing ABC’s tradition of fighting
the establishment and coming out ahead.
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CRAIG ALLEN

ABOLITIONIST PRESS

Beginning around 1830, some American anti-slavery activ-
ists known as abolitionists or immediatists undertook to
emancipate all slaves and to grant them full rights and U.S.
citizenship. Many abolitionists were Christian evangelists
to whom ending slavery was a moral imperative and pub-
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lishing was a means toward that end. Early abolitionists
used newspapers as grass-roots organizing tools in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and New England, forming groups and soci-
eties around the papers. They aimed to make the North a
haven for liberty and equality and to build a power base
for overturning slavery throughout the land. Their extensive
media included newspapers, tracts, prayer books, broad-
sides (single-sheet imprints), pamphlets, textbooks, prim-
ers, sheet music, novels, magazines, hymnals, symbols,
symbolic objects, and children’s publications.

Whether all slaves in the nation would be freed and
whether free blacks would assimilate as equals were hotly
contested issues in the North when abolitionism arose.
Northern states passed laws restricting the rights of free
blacks and the Constitution protected slaveholders’ prop-
erty rights. Anti-slavery moderates favored gradualism and
resisted abolitionist challenges to desegregate their churches
or support Negro and women’s rights. Some southern and
conservative churches backed the colonization movement
begun in 1817 to send free Negroes to Africa as an alterna-
tive to universal emancipation and assimilation.

Controversy played out in the abolitionist press for more
than forty years leading to the Emancipation Proclamation
(1863) and Thirteenth Amendment (1865). A scattering of
studies list the main abolitionist newspapers, document vio-
lence against them and address related First Amendment
issues, but they do not include the breadth of immediatist
publications or the diversity of media during this critical
era.

New studies of the abolitionist press might include
expanded bibliographies of anti-slavery newspapers, maga-
zines, tracts, and serials—including those edited and pub-
lished by blacks that were clearly abolitionist in purpose
and vision; studies connecting newspapers and publishers
within the social history of the era; attention to regional
and community newspapers promoting abolitionist activi-
ties; interconnections between the abolitionist press and
religious, political, and social activity; and communica-
tion strategies of abolitionist, anti-slavery, and pro-slavery
forces.

Newspaper Chronology

Anti-slavery newspaper commentary and articles, books,
organizational reports, pamphlets, open letters, and ser-
mons increased throughout the 1700s into the 1800s, but no
anti-slavery focused American newspaper is known to have
published before 1817.

Quakers began the earliest anti-slavery newspapers.
Charles Osborn, an Ohio Quaker, established The Phi-
lanthropist, in 1817. Elihu Embree’s Manumission Intelli-
gencer (1819) became The Emancipator in 1820. In 1821,
another Quaker, Benjamin Lundy bought The Emancipator
and renamed it The Genius of Universal Emancipation. A
newspaper was central to Lundy’s strategy as he migrated
from Vermont to Ohio to Tennessee to New England,
speaking against slavery and starting anti-slavery societies.
He settled on making New England a hotbed of anti-slavery
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influence and a haven for free blacks. Walking throughout
the region, he reportedly carried the Genius’s page beds
with him—publishing wherever a friendly printer lent his
shop—until setting up a Baltimore office in 1830.

Universal emancipation was controversial in the North.
As southern states passed laws banishing freed slaves,
they moved north but were not very welcome. An 1821, an
amendment to the New York state constitution did away with
the property qualification for white voters but increased the
property qualification for blacks from $100 to $250, thus
drastically cutting New York City’s black electorate when
black settlement was rising and feeding a cultural Renais-
sance. Free blacks met increasing barriers as the state’s
1827 emancipation date arrived.

That year, two black New Yorkers, Samuel Cornish and
John Russwurm, started Freedom’s Journal. It championed
freedom and the rights of free blacks, called for immedi-
ate emancipation, denouncing lynching and the coloniza-
tion movement as anti-black and pro-slavery. It met violent
opposition but claimed a thousand subscribers and dozens
of subscription agents in the United States, England, Can-
ada, and Haiti.

Cornish left the paper briefly and Russwurm abandoned
the abolitionist mission. Cornish returned but could not
revive the paper’s audience. He replaced Freedom’s Journal
with The Rights of All (1829-30). One agent, David Walker,
wrote four important articles in The Rights of All known
as “Walker’s Appeal,” supporting slave rebellion as self
defense and championing black liberation. The pamphlet
version of “Walker’s Appeal” was banned throughout the
South. Cornish, a Presbyterian minister and an abolitionist
leader, later published The Colored American in New York,
in the late 1830s.

The rise of abolitionism and the abolitionist press is
usually credited to William Lloyd Garrison, a fiery white
editor, leader and orator who briefly co-edited the Genius
of Universal Emancipation with Lundy in 1830. In 1831
Garrison began The Liberator as an organ for the New Eng-
land Anti-slavery Society (1831-) and the American Anti-
Slavery Society (1832—). Uncompromising in its stand for
immediate abolition throughout the nation and full equality
for blacks, it circulated longer than any anti-slavery news-
paper—thirty-five years—throughout New England, the
nation, and the world.

Anti-slavery, abolitionist, and abolitionist-sympathetic
daily newspapers proliferated in every Northern state
between 1830 and the Civil War. Most notable was Hor-
ace Greeley’s adamantly anti-slavery New York Tribune,
whose national circulation was greater than any other in
the era.

Lewis and Arthur Tappan, silk traders who became abo-
litionists around 1830 were key benefactors of the abolition-
ist press. They originally sponsored The Liberator; Lewis
later funded the Emancipator, the most widely circulated
anti-slavery newspaper of the era. He got involved with the
Amistad case (a case involving blacks who had been kid-
napped and sold into slavery in Africa and who rebelled
as their ship traveled near Cuba) and wrote daily reports



on its developments to the Emancipator. Tappan also began
a journal, Human Rights, and a children’s magazine, The
Slave’s Friend.

Violence against the abolitionist press was widespread
in the 1830s. A mob attacked Lewis Tappan’s New York
home in 1834 and burned his furniture in the street. When
Elijah Lovejoy, a New England Congregationalist minister,
went to St. Louis and began publishing the abolitionist St.
Louis Observer (1834-36), mobs destroyed his press three
times. He moved to nearby Alton, Illinois in 1837, began
the Alton Observer, and was killed by a mob that threw his
fourth press into the Mississippi. That year free blacks lost
the vote in Pennsylvania and Michigan and the Antislavery
Herald began in Boston.

New papers in the 1840s reflected splits in anti-slavery
societies over female activism, electoral involvement, and
church segregation. The Liberty Party in 1842 founded The
Abolitionist while Cornish, the Tappan brothers, and James
Birney published for the American and Foreign Anti-Slav-
ery Society. An African American, Martin Delaney, began
the Pittsburgh Mystery in 1843. The Antislavery Bugle
began in 1845.

In December 1847, Frederick Douglass, a former slave,
after years of public speaking and organizing, began The
North Star. Unlike the Liberator, it defended slave rebel-
lions and acknowledged the African American experience.
The North Star merged with the Emancipator in 1851, and
continued as Frederick Douglass’ Paper until he began
Douglass’ Monthly, an abolitionist magazine, in 1860. Dou-
glass had a tremendous following. Newspaper debates arose
between Douglass and Garrison over slave rebellions, elec-
toral activity, and the Constitution.

By the late 1840s, The Liberator went to the fringe,
sponsoring Constitution burnings and declaring a moral
imperative for whites to harbor escaping slaves. Uncle
Tom’s Cabin was first serialized in an anti-slavery newspa-
per, The National Era, in 1851, illustrating layers of media
in abolitionist publishing. In the United States, there are no
known female abolitionist newspapers, although Canada’s
Provincial Freeman, begun in 1853, was edited and pub-
lished by Mary Ann Shadd Carey, a black woman born in
Delaware.

Anti-Slavery Imprints as Organizing Tools

Imprints allowed organizers to present their cases and
enabled audiences to review and consider them. Aboli-
tionists societies formed around newspapers, appoint-
ing members as subscription agents. Literature including
newspapers, magazines, tracts, and other serials flowed at
anti-slavery fairs, speaking tours and public meetings, in
Sunday Schools, and countless other activities.
Abolitionists aggressively wrote letters to newspapers
and launched a national petition campaign to outlaw slav-
ery in the District of Columbia in the 1830s. Sympathetic
newspapers published petition text and mailing instructions
for filled petitions, enabling readers to copy the words and
circulate petitions independently. In response to floods of
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petitions, an 1835 gag rule banned the traditional reading of
petitions in Congress for nearly a decade.

Abolitionists sent thousands of newspapers broadsides,
letters, pamphlets, tracts, and petitions to post offices in
the South for general distribution. Southern postmasters
refused to distribute them and states passed laws banning
postal distribution of abolitionist materials including news-
papers when federal courts did not uphold the postmasters’
actions. Georgetown, D.C., outlawed any Negro leaving a
post office in possession of seditious materials, and in 1835
the Charleston post office was ransacked, anti-slavery news-
papers and other literature sent by abolitionists removed and
burned. Northern female activists organized to visit friends
and relatives in the South to personally deliver publications
about the evils of slavery.

The abolitionist press is an important part of the history
of the events leading to the Civil War and in the eventual
end of slavery? Certainly, among America’s many reform
movements this was one of the most successful, and that
success came at a terrible price.
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CARMEN E. CLARK

ABRAMS V. UNITED STATES

More than two thousand Americans were arrested and
convicted during the World War I era under provisions of
the 1917 Espionage Act and its 1918 Sedition Act amend-
ments. The courts were unwilling to accept the argument
that the First Amendment protected speech that challenged
the United States’ participation in, or prosecution of the
war with Germany. The dissent by Supreme Court Justices
Oliver Wendell Holmes and Louis Brandeis in the Abrams
case marked a significant step in the expansion of freedom
of speech.

Justice Holmes created the clear and present danger
test in March 1919 in Schenck v. United States in which he
wrote that challenging the government during war time was
analogous to shouting fire in a theater and causing a panic.
Under such circumstances, Holmes wrote, speech could not
be protected. But by the next October, Holmes was ready
in Abrams v. United States to clarify the meaning of the
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clear and present danger test in what has become one of
the most powerful rationales for freedom of expression
voiced by the Supreme Court. Based upon the principle that
a public marketplace of ideas is a keystone of democratic
government, Holmes wrote that only the “present danger
of immediate evil or an intent to bring it about” can justify
limits on the expression of opinion. Holmes did not believe
Jacob Abrams and his four co-defendants had crossed that
dangerous threshold.

The defendants were Russian-born Jews who immi-
grated to the United States to escape the Czar’s anti-
Semitic pogroms. Claiming loyalty to the United States,
they believed that when an American military force
arrived in northern Russian in 1918, it was to crush the
Russian revolutionaries who had overthrown the Czar.
The actual motive for intervention has never been clear.
The revolutionaries had signed a peace treaty in 1917 with
Germany when that country was at war with the United
States.

Abrams and the others wrote and printed two leaflets.
They distributed them from the windows of buildings in
New York City. One circular said that President Woodrow
Wilson’s “cowardly silence” about sending the U.S. mili-
tary into Russia was the work of a “plutocratic gang” in
Washington, D.C., and called for support of workers in Rus-
sian. The second leaflet was written in Yiddish and called
on readers to engage in a general strike.

The defendants received prison sentences ranging from
three to twenty years. By a vote of 7-2, the Supreme Court
upheld the convictions under Sedition Act prohibitions
against conspiracy to “incite, provoke or encourage resis-
tance to the United States,” or to “unlawfully and willfully,
by utterance, writing, printing and publication, to urge,
incite and advocate curtailment of production of things and
products, to wit, ordnance and ammunition, necessary and
essential to the prosecution of the war.”

Justices Holmes and Brandeis dissented. Holmes
wrote that “when men have realized that time has upset
many fighting faiths, they may come to believe ... that
the ultimate good desired is better reached by free trade
in ideas—that the best test of truth is the power of the
thought to get itself accepted in the competition of the
market, and that truth is the only ground upon which their
wishes safely can be carried out. That at any rate is the
theory of our Constitution.”

Holmes wrote that the Constitution required the nation to
be “eternally vigilant against attempts to check the expres-
sion of opinions that we loathe and believe to be fraught
with death, unless they so imminently threaten immediate
interference with the lawful and pressing purposes of the
law that an immediate check is required to save the coun-
try.” Although Holmes and Brandeis were in the minority at
the time, the marketplace theory has become well accepted
constitutional doctrine. “Only the emergency that makes it
immediately dangerous to leave the correction of evil coun-
sels to time,” Holmes concluded, “warrants making any
exception to the sweeping command, ‘Congress shall make
no law abridging the freedom of speech.””
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JEREMY COHEN

ADAMS, SAMUEL HOPKINS

Samuel Hopkins Adams (1871-1958) came by his crusad-
ing zeal naturally. He was the son of Myron Adams, a Pres-
byterian minister from Dunkirk, New York, and Hester
Rose Hopkins Adams, the daughter of Auburn Theological
Seminary Professor Samuel W. Hopkins. His grandparents
were distant relatives of the Boston Adamses. He grew up
along Erie Canal and in later years wrote about New York
State history.

At sixteen, he was the Hamilton College correspondent
for the New York Tribune, briefly taking up residence in
New York City’s tenderloin district to report on the area’s
immigrant population. He later graduated to the New
York Sun, Charles A. Dana’s school of “new journalism”
that included Richard Harding Davis, Jacob Riis, Arthur
Brisbane, David Graham Phillips, and Will Irwin. There,
Adams learned how to recognize the important detail that
placed readers at the center of the story and “how to get at
facts,” (Kennedy, p. 27), qualities he put to use as a muck-
raking magazine reporter.

In 1900, Adams, now married and the father of an infant
daughter, became managing editor of McClure’s syndicate.
Later he became its advertising manager, and in 1903, a
staff writer at McClure’s Magazine. Joined by Lincoln
Steffens, Ray Stannard Baker, and Ida Tarbell, Adams
developed a national reputation for exposing the hidden
facts behind public and corporate abuse. Adams investi-
gated miscarriages of justice in Kentucky and lawlessness
in Appalachian West Virginia. He was lured to Collier’s
Weekly in 1904 to write about coal strikes, beef trusts, and
political corruption in the West. Back at McClure’s in1905,
he investigated the use of disinfection in the prevention of
tuberculosis, then the nation’s third leading killer.

Adams would be best remembered for his muckraking
series on the patent medicine industry. Collier’s began the
six-part exposé “The Great American Fraud” on October
7, 1905. “Gullible America will spend some seventy-five
millions of dollars in the purchase of patent medicines,” he
wrote. “In consideration of this sum it will swallow huge
quantities of alcohol, an appalling amount of opiates and
narcotics, a wide assortment of varied drugs ranging from
powerful and dangerous heart depressants to insidious liver
stimulants, and, far in excess of all other ingredients, undi-
luted fraud.” (p. 14) His five-month investigation demon-
strated the health threats caused by patent medicines, the



press’s complicity in publishing false advertising, and the
government’s failure to protect the health of Americans. In
a follow-up series on quacks and quackery Adams identified
more than 250 nostrums, many of which were more danger-
ous than the diseases they purported to cure. Adams’s work
established him as the nation’s leading writer on health and
medicine, forced many in the press to police their advertis-
ing, and helped convince Congress to pass the Pure Food
and Drug Act in 1906.

Adams muckraked the trusts as chief editorial writer
for Ridgway’s magazine in 1906. In 1907, he began a long
career as a free lance journalist by reporting the sensa-
tional Stanford White murder case for the New York World.
Health articles for McClure’s, Collier’s, and Hampton’s fol-
lowed. Adams also turned to writing detective stories and
romantic novels. Flaming Youth in 1923 became one of the
most vivid chronicles of the Jazz Age. Seventeen novels and
stories became motion pictures, including 1934’s Academy
Award winner It Happened One Night. In his later years,
Adams wrote biography and juvenile fiction. His fifty-sixth
book, Tenderloin, published posthumously in 1959, was an
affectionate remembrance of his newspaper days. At his
death, Adams seven-decade career that included perhaps
ten million words was celebrated for bringing medical sci-
ence to American readers.
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BRUCE J. EVENSEN

ADVERTISING

Here we examine two ways to think about the relationship
between advertising and journalism, which have profound
consequences for democracy. First, we consider the role
that advertising plays in relation to news production. We
then turn briefly to how political advertising, in the Age
of Television became the major source of campaign infor-
mation for voters campaigns, often replacing news in this
regard.

The sources of income for news-sellers have varied over
time. The initial producers were supported by political par-
ties and also made a living by selling their publications to

Advertising

partisan supporters. The arrival of the penny press lifted
much of the financial pressures from the publishers and
allowed them to start offering products without a partisan
slant. Ironically, it was advertising that initially allowed
publishers freedom from partisan financiers or supporters.
Once they were able to defray more of the costs through
advertising, publishers started focusing on audiences that
would attract more advertisers. In order to attract the most
advertisers and to be able to charge higher prices for the
advertisements, publishers needed to increase the circula-
tion of their papers. To do this they had to provide informa-
tion that appealed to as wide an audience as possible. This
need to appeal to the largest possible number of people led
to an increasingly nonbiased stance in journalism.

However, over the years, particularly since the devel-
opment of media industry conglomerates, the increasing
confounding of journalism and entertainment resources in
these companies, has led to a new trend in journalism: seg-
mentation and soft news. Advertising can be seen as influ-
encing a news producer in two ways: first, in the actual news
content of the programming, for example soft news, which
can be catered to attracting the highest number of viewers.
The second way that advertising influences news is in the
way that the producers of news content position themselves
in the media market. This need to position themselves most
favorably has led to increasing segmentation, which is just
another word used for focusing on specific demographics
within the audience.

In the late nineteenth century, advertising served to liber-
ate journalism from dependence on individual benefactors
and political parties; a century later advertising was once
again shifting the journalism landscape. During the 1990s,
the three major television networks faced increasing com-
petition for audiences by cable television. In the 2000s, the
Internet further eroded the audiences available to network
news and print publications. This increased competition led
to networks focusing both on “marginal” or casual viewers
and to viewers from particular segments of society.

The effect of focusing on marginal viewers, viewers
who were likely to choose from a variety of shows, was that
more and more soft news was offered. Since news required
high fixed cost investment, news producers were forced to
either focus directly on particular and lucrative audiences
or on a wider mix of soft news and hard news. Since most
network and cable shows focused on women during the day,
and the evening programming was largely targeted towards
the eighteen to thirty-five-year-old audience, this explained
much of the criticism of news as both too liberal and largely
soft news.

Segmentation of the market led to the success of such
outlets as Fox News which catered to people with particular
news preferences. Once again, segmentation influenced the
content and style of journalism offered. This was particu-
larly true on the Internet, radio, and in the publishing indus-
tries. A segmented outlet, such as a local newspaper like
Newsday on Long Island, New York, would focus its news-
gathering and production capacities towards satisfying the
information demands of its targeted audience—people on
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Long Island. Advertisers rewarded news production outfits
such as Newsday to the extent that it was able to attract and
retain its audiences. Segmentation, therefore, could take on
many forms, including geographic, economic, gender, eth-
nic, religious, and political foci.

Another aspect of advertising’s impact on journalism
was the growing consolidation within the media world. Five
conglomerates came to dominate the media and entertain-
ment world: Time Warner, the Walt Disney Company, News
Corporation, Viacom, and Bertelsmann. Each of these con-
glomerates held major interests in all forms of media from
publication to the Internet and exerted immense influence
on American journalism. Consider, for example, the four
major networks: NBC was owned by GE (a major media
conglomerate), CBS by Viacom, ABC by Disney, and Fox
by News Corporation. One of the most prominent and
obvious effects on journalism was the cross-promotion of
entertainment products. This development meant that once
a product was produced by the parent company, it was pro-
moted through its various holdings including the news out-
lets. Therefore, it was not uncommon to see “specials” on
network and local news programs on current shows or mov-
ies produced by the sister company of the network.

Another impact of this kind of widespread ownership
was the increasing reach of a single product produced by
one company. A good example of this kind of occurrence
was Clear Channel Communication which owned 1,240
radio stations in the first years of the twenty-first century.
However, these 1,240 stations were run by only two hundred
employees in order to maximize the profits earned from the
advertising operations of the parent company. This meant
that much of the same content was played across the coun-
try including the same talk shows which served as a soft
news source for a number of Americans. The leading talk
show personality on Clear Channel was the highly partisan
Rush Limbaugh. Although other talk show personalities
were also offered, the choice for radio listeners was never-
theless severely constrained when compared to situations
where stations were owned by multiple companies.

In contrast to this state of affairs, there was another
strong tradition in journalism, one reflected in the 1947
report of the Commission on Freedom of the Press—famil-
iarly known as the Hutchins Commission, after the Uni-
versity of Chicago president Robert Hutchins who led it. It
held that while corporations should be in business solely to
make money, the press should be guided by a higher moral
principle, that of providing the public with the informa-
tion needed for a functioning democracy. This tradition
reflected the thinking of major publishers, and was marked
by ethical standards which drew a sharp line between the
business and reporting side of the enterprise. Joseph Pulit-
zer, the founder of one of the first newspaper chains, devel-
oped an ultimately powerful market niche by championing
the “common man” in the late nineteenth century. Pulitzer
argued in favor of news for the public good. He steadfastly
held that news should be “drastically independent of gov-
ernment and public opinion” and thus set a high standard
for journalism which continued into the twentieth century.
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For example, St. Louis Post Dispatch reporters who trav-
eled to North Vietnam during the cold war brought home
reports which countered U.S. policy. Their findings were
reinforced by reporting from other major news outlets
including the New York Times, the Associated Press, and,
ultimately, by television news.

The tradition of “drastically independent” reporting—
bolstered by public mistrust of government stemming from
the Vietnam War and Watergate scandal—contributed to
recognition of the value of a “firewall” between news and
advertising. In the early twenty-first century, this idea
was still strongly supported at such major news outlets
National Public Radio, Cable News Network, the Wash-
ington Post, and New Yorker. The most coveted award for
quality investigative reporting continued to bear Joseph
Pulitzer’s name. In this tradition, there was a real effort to
differentiate between advertising and news decision-mak-
ing processes.

In the early twenty-first century, there was no doubt
that a crisis existed in contemporary newspaper publish-
ing. But, as the Commission on the Role of the Press in a
Democracy noted, it was important to point out that not all
ownership models were alike. In regard to influential “hard
news” newspapers, the biggest problems emerged as chains
took their stock “public” in the 1990s, resulting in Wall
Street demands for large profit margins. However, at such
prestigious newspapers as the Washington Post, the Wall
Street Journal, and the New York Times, not all stocks were
publicly traded. Indeed “mixed” stock models emerged,
with owners, frequently from major families, owning pri-
vate stock with a controlling vote. Moreover, multiple other
online news formats were developing, some of which were
creating successful citizen formats with advertising.

It is worth noting a second problem that emerged during
the age of television in the United States. Political adver-
tising became the major source of information for voters
in election campaigns; and in competitive races, much of
it was negative, or directed at attacking the opponent. By
1984, even though television news programs, such as the
one anchored by Dan Rather at CBS, clearly dominated
the U.S. information environment, negative ads on TV, or
polispots, actually overwhelmed news in a general elec-
tion in terms of total airtime by a ratio of four to one. This
advertising predominance continued through the 1990s as
research made it clear that advertising had an impact on
voter impressions of candidates particularly during presi-
dential primaries. Research studies also made it clear that
negative political advertising contained more information
about campaign issues than the predominant, more market-
able “horserace oriented news.”

Positive advertising was often criticized for lacking
substance, although it did tap the more positive emotions
of “hope” and “trust.” Negative advertising targeted oppo-
nents in emotional and personal ways, and “stealth negative
advertising” often occurred toward the end of a campaign,
beneath the press radar. Significantly, it was not unusual
that this kind of advertising appealed to racial or ethnic
prejudices.
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AGEE, JAMES

James Agee’s (Nov. 27, 1909-May 16, 1955) reputation as
a groundbreaking literary journalist derives from one great
book, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, a collaboration
with the photographer Walker Evans. Ostensibly a report
on tenant farming in Alabama assigned by Fortune maga-
zine in 1936, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men is actually
metajournalism, Agee’s personal critique of corporate jour-
nalism and his own reportage, which Agee viewed as cyni-
cal exploitation of the disadvantaged for profit. Although
the Luce publishing empire considered Agee one of its star
writers, it rejected Let Us Now Praise Famous Men and
released it to the authors who published it in 1941 with the
Houghton Mifflin Company to little notice. Republished in
1960, the book won acclaim as one of the great journalistic
classics of the twentieth century.

Agee was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1909. The
death of his father in an automobile accident in 1916 trou-
bled Agee for the rest of his life. A Death in the Family,
Agee’s posthumously published novel about the event, won
the Pulitzer Prize in 1958. In 1919, Agee was enrolled by
his mother at St. Andrew’s, an Episcopal school on the
Cumberland Plateau near Sewanee, Tennessee. There he
was befriended by Father James Flye, with whom he later
carried on a lifelong correspondence, published as The Let-
ters of James Agee to Father Flye in 1962. The Morning
Watch, a novel about his experiences at St. Andrew’s, was
published in 1951.

Agee’s earliest experiments in journalistic writing
appeared in the Monthly, a literary magazine published by
Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, New Hampshire, which
Agee attended from 1925 to 1928. Admitted to Harvard, he
was elected president of the Harvard Advocate and edited
its parody of Time in 1932. He was then hired by Fortune
and worked for the magazine until 1939. A collection of
poems, Permit Me Voyage, was published in 1934. His edi-
tors at Fortune assigned Agee to write lengthy articles on
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such topics as the Tennessee Valley Authority, Roman soci-
ety, the American roadside, the cruise line industry, art, and
cockfighting.

After leaving Fortune, Agee reviewed films for The
Nation and Time, securing a reputation as one of America’s
greatest film critics. He also wrote notable articles on film
topics for Life and contributed news articles, book reviews,
and essays to Time, the most memorable of which was “Vic-
tory: The Peace,” a meditation on the atomic bomb. Many of
these articles have been collected in Agee on Film: Reviews
and Comments (1958), and James Agee: Selected Journal-
ism (1985, 2005), and Agee: Selected Literary Documents
(1996). The Collected Poems of James Agee and The Col-
lected Short Prose of James Agee both appeared in 1968.

Agee’s last years were highly productive despite the
fact that he was in ill health. He died in 1955 of a heart
attack while riding in a New York City taxi. He worked on
screenplays including The African Queen and The Night of
the Hunter, and wrote Mr. Lincoln, a television film that
appeared in serial form on the CBS program Ominbus.
Agee on Film: Five Film Scripts by James Agee was pub-
lished in 1960.

Agee’s influence on journalistic practice has been sig-
nificant due, in part, to his accomplished writing across
many different genres. His style influenced later move-
ments such as New Journalism although he remains dif-
ficult to categorize. While his journalistic work was once
disparaged as a distraction from his poetry and fiction, it
has come to be regarded as distinctively excellent. His best
journalism has a quality of prescience and prophecy. Let Us
Now Praise Famous Men challenges journalists to consider
the implications of their trade and to view their work in a
moral context.
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PAUL ASHDOWN

AGRICULTURAL JOURNALISM

Agricultural journalism can be described as specific con-
tent within any publication or entire niche publications
about any agricultural specializations or interests. In any
form it embodies practices, values and interplay between
timely social forces. Agricultural journalistic content may
be found in daily and weekly newspapers, magazines, pam-
phlets, pictures, cartoons, editorials, data such as weather
and market reports, government publications, boilerplate,
broadcasts, newsletters, almanacs, cookbooks, rural or
farm lifestyle publications, handbills, or advertisements
connected or related to agriculture. Readers and audiences
could be planters, yeoman farmers, gentleman farmers,
farm women, farm families, pioneer sod-breakers, herds-
men, livestock breeders, cash croppers, share croppers,
dairy producers, truck farmers, fruit and nut growers, hybrid
seed producers, modern family farm enterprises, corporate
farmers or investors, and commodity brokers—or the gen-
eral public.

It was often through the press that colonial agriculture
became steeped in social convention and anecdotal sharing
of experience before scientific methods seeped into farm-
ing practices. Nineteenth-century agriculture had far-flung
communication, a yeoman ideal, and hungry city dwell-
ers to feed. The Morrill Acts beginning in 1862 created
land-grant schools of agriculture that strongly influenced
agricultural journalism. The twentieth century brought
widespread education and cooperative movements, along
with organic farming. New technologies, such as hydro-
ponics, arose on small-scale while chemical farming and
biotechnology grew rapidly. Corporate farms and vertical
consolidation of the food industry after World War II could
not keep farm exports from steadily dropping. Prices also
dropped, from overproduction, while students increasingly
enrolled in agricultural programs. The computer age accel-
erated change as it open new forums and exchange. All these
developments were reflected in agricultural journalism.

Chronology

Agricultural journalism historians often have started with
the first specialized agricultural newspaper in 1819—John
Stuart Skinner’s weekly, The American Farmer. But agri-
culture was the central economic force in colonial Amer-
ica. Important news in any town and region was often
related to it. The early press introduced new methods,
data, technology, philosophical and moral attitudes about
agriculture and farming. Newspapers reported on markets
and exports, freely expressing opinions about agricultural
issues. Almanacs allowed farmers to plan on the weather.
Other colonial media probably enriched agricultural prac-
tices, as well.
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At the turn of the nineteenth century, newspapers and
their editors were frequently important agents for changes
in farming practices. New specialized newspapers, maga-
zines and serials on many topics circulated via new trans-
portation networks under favorable postal rates. Expansion
and farming went hand-in-hand while the yeoman citi-
zen-farmer and Renaissance man became cultural ideals.
Farming meant survival for some and a mission for others.
Overfarming of cash crops had already depleted expanses
of soil at a time when demand for food rose with urbaniza-
tion. Animal husbandry was new to many farmers. Science
and informed farming methods offered solutions.

Skinner had a dream when he began publishing The
American Farmer in Baltimore on April 2, 1819. In the
first issue, he wrote, “The great aim and the chief pride of
The American Farmer will be to collect information from
every source, on every branch of husbandry, thus to enable
the reader to study the various systems which experience
has proved to be the best, under given circumstances.” His
eight-page quarto continued for about fifteen years. It was
sold in 1834 to E. P. Roberts and published as The Farmer
and Gardener for five years until reverting to Skinner and its
original name for another six years. During that time Skin-
ner published two monthlies: The American Turf Register
and Sporting Magazine and The American Silk Society and
Rural Economist. He also wrote and published about doc-
toring livestock—a subject of which little had been written.
Agricultural change was underway.

In 1845, Skinner joined Horace Greeley and Thomas
McElrath to produce an agricultural supplement to the New
York Tribune, called A Monthly Journal of Agriculture.
The Tribune was a penny daily, but its weekly edition had
enormous circulation in rural areas. Greeley’s mission was
to educate citizens. He disseminated information and solic-
ited reader participation. The Monthly Journal continued
that tradition. Greeley’s following was great and his famous
refrain, “Go West, young man,” tied in with an agricultural
ideal enhanced by better methods and knowledge. Skinner’s
final contribution was a voluminous monthly journal of
integrated agricultural, legal, and economic development,
The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil. It continued from
1848 to Skinner’s untimely death in 1851.

Judge Jesse Buel’s The Cultivator, illustrated a direction
in early agricultural journalism apart from Skinner: a value-
and-information-driven vision to uplift farming methods
in New England. Buel, a self-educated editor-publisher of
non-agricultural newspapers, had retired to an eighty-five-
acre farm at age forty-two to learn farming. Through that
undertaking, he developed The Cultivator (1834-1840), “To
improve the soil, and the mind,” was its masthead motto.

Another long-acknowledged agricultural journalist of
the nineteenth century was Luther Tucker, founder of the
Genesee Farmer and Gardener’s Journal, “the first really
great long-lived farm paper in America,” according to histo-
rian William E. Ogilvie. The Genesee Farmer merged with
Judge Buel’s Cultivator to form The Country Gentleman
(1840) when Tucker took it over after Buel’s death. Tucker
also published The Horticulturalist magazine (1846-1853).



William E. Ogilvie’s Pioneer Agricultural Journalists
(1974) profiles Skinner, Tucker, and thirteen other impor-
tant nineteenth-century editors and publishers through Her-
bert W. Collingwood, editor of the Rural New Yorker.

Twentieth-Century Farm and Specialty
Newspapers, Newsletters, and Magazines

Hoard’s Dairyman and Wallace’s Farmer had roots in the
late nineteenth century but carried their influence into the
twentieth century through their agricultural journalism.
Editor-publisher W. D. Hoard in Wisconsin helped establish
aregional dairy economy in the 1870s through the Jefferson
County Union, his regional general-audience newspaper, a
decade before he launched the national Hoard’s Dairyman.
Wallace’s Farmer was to farming what Hoard’s Dairyman
was to dairying—the largest and most respected one-stop
source for current information and exchange about agri-
culture. The aristocratic Wallace family was so influential,
partly through generations of publishing Wallace’s Farmer,
that Henry C. Wallace was named Secretary of Agricul-
ture (under Warren Harding) and Henry A. Wallace served
as Vice President (under Franklin D. Roosevelt). Henry C.
Wallace was influential in Iowa farming in many ways,
including working to lower taxes (the Homestead Act) and
starting a Master Farmer Awards program in 1926.

Countless branches of farm organizations including
cooperatives, the Grange, the Farm Bureau, and farm
political groups such as Farmer’s Holiday Association,
the National Farmer’s Union, the Farm Bureau, and the
National Farm Organization published internal newspa-
pers, newsletters, or magazines. Youth groups including 4-
H and Future Farmers of America arose mid-century and
also published.

The New Deal during the Great Depression of the 1930s
stimulated agricultural journalism. The Works Projects
Administration (WPA) also sponsored the writing of exten-
sive histories of horticulture and other agricultural develop-
ment in states such as Minnesota.

Radio and Television

Twentieth-century agricultural journalism ushered in farm
radio. Regular weather reporting began on University of
Wisconsin’s 9XM, America’s first licensed radio station,
on January 3, 1921, three months before the first exclu-
sively farm station, WDZ in Tuscola, Illinois went on the
air. WDZ broadcast only a few minutes a day, sending
grain prices to regional grain elevators. Market reports
began that autumn on the Wisconsin station, renamed
WHA, and its first farm talk broadcast aired in July 1922.
Agriculture departments and agricultural extension ser-
vices had been positioning themselves to instruct and lead
the nation’s farmers over the airways to increasingly tech-
nological agriculture. Similar radio stations in Springfield
and Worcester, Massachusetts, and in other states such as
Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Texas, Tennessee, and
Missouri quickly followed.

Agricultural Journalism

Radio was revolutionizing farm life through educators’
involvement. The annual convention of the Association of
Agricultural College Education (AACE) sponsored a dis-
cussion of uses of radio and movies in 1922. (Cinema may
seem marginal to agricultural journalism historians but it is
not beyond its scope.)

As radio expanded from a few minutes or hours of spo-
radic daily broadcasts to more substantial programming,
agricultural broadcasting was front and center. KDKA in
Pittsburgh hired the first full-time agricultural reporter in
March 1923. By 1924, the USDA estimated 370,000 farm
families owned and listened to radios. That same year the
USDA called a conference to set standards for agricultural
broadcasting and established annual conferences overseen
by the Secretary of Agriculture.

In the decade of the Great Depression and Dust Bowl,
rural electrification and radio entered farm houses together,
bringing education, weather and market reports but also
music and other popular entertainment. Farm radio blos-
somed in the post World War II era and rural stations con-
tinued to thrive into the twenty-first century. The first sixty
years of farm broadcasting are meticulously documented
by John C. Baker’s Farm Broadcasting (1981). From the
Baker work and from the extensive agricultural extension
publications throughout the first two-thirds of the twentieth
century, a reader might conclude that agricultural extension
services directed rural life, through the sheer volume and
scope of its contributions to agricultural journalism. How-
ever, independent agricultural journalism—in national,
state, local, and regional newspapers, radio, and televi-
sion—thrived at the same time.

Farming was already in decline when television became
popular. No extension or agriculture departments were
granted dominion over the medium which was far more
commercial than educational from the outset. By the mid-
1950s, fertilizer and farm chemical companies sponsored
television programming, as they also advertised in farm
and trade magazines. Yet agricultural programming was
primarily local, and outside of rural areas where fertilizer
and pesticide commercials fetched hefty returns, farmers
were generally not valued as audiences. Market reports had
all but disappeared from local television in most regions by
the 1980s.

Recent Decades

A courtship of agriculture departments by agrichemical
industries promoted pesticides, hybrid seed, pharmaceuti-
cals, and commercial genetics. Through the remainder of
the century, these large-scale and high-profit private inter-
ests targeted agricultural journalism, funding research
and development in agriculture departments as scientific
farming.

An organic farming movement and related journalism
paralleled the rise of chemical farming at mid-century. J. I.
Rodale, owner of Rodale Press in Emmaus, Pennsylvania,
began Organic Farming and Gardening magazine in 1942.
He died in 1971 but the magazine continued through his
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son, Robert, who died suddenly in the Soviet Union while
negotiating a joint-venture to produce a Russian-language
magazine, Novii Fermer, to promote sustainable agricul-
ture. American involvement in international agricultural
journalism history has hardly been pursued. Rodale Press,
primarily a health and wellness publisher, still gave promi-
nent voice to alternative farming.

In the early twenty-first century, farmers still relied
on mass media for information about everything from
weather to technology, methods, markets, animal health,
and pestilence. Few editors, though, saw it as their mis-
sion to empower farmers or to promote agricultural econo-
mies in the way they had during the nineteenth century.
Although the Internet introduced new communication and
better access to weather maps, products, and data, farm-
ing remained underreported. And even though agricultural
journalism took a developmental and service path, provid-
ing resources for farmers and agricultural entrepreneurs
across the nation and the world, coverage of farm issues for
general audiences was rare.
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CARMEN E. CLARK

ALIEN AND SEDITION ACTS

In the United States, ironically, freedom of expression is
taught by discussing governmental efforts to crush speech
and press attacking those in power. The Alien and Sedition
Acts of 1798 are famous examples of governmental over-
reaching, sacrificing liberty in the name of security during
a period that President John Adams called the “half war
with France.” These four Acts were adopted in the sum-
mer of 1798 with little attention paid to the words of the
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
adopted less than seven years earlier, on December 15,
1791. The First Amendment’s words explicitly guaranteed
freedom of speech and press in addition to freedom of reli-
gion, a right of assembly and a right to protest against fed-
eral government actions. The First Amendment’s wording
was clear: “Congress shall make no law . . . abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press. . . .”
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The Alien and Sedition Acts arose in the context of bit-
ter political tensions with England and France and angry
divisions within the United States, a new nation fearing for
its very survival. Although France provided crucial support
to the Americans during the War for Independence, France
was angered by the United States’ Jay Treaty of 1794 which
was seen as favoring England. French raids on American
shipping further heightened tensions. After the infamous
“XYZ affair” in which American envoys in France were
asked to provide the then-enormous sum of a quarter-mil-
lion dollars as an American war loan, the price for France’s
willingness to negotiate with the United States, Americans
were infuriated. War fever rose, and in 1797, President
Adams called for war preparations.

The more powerful Federalist Party favored England.
The Republicans, led by Vice President Thomas Jefferson,
stubbornly continued to support France. Outrage at the ter-
ror of the French Revolution was political trouble for the
Republicans, who were associated by the Federalists with
anarchy and mob rule endangering an orderly society.

Jeffersonians, as historian James Morton Smith wrote,
“stressed liberty and the pursuit of happiness rather than
authority and security, demanding a government responsive
to public opinion, without the guidance of an elite ruling
class.” Name-calling from both sides escalated in the news-
papers. Adams was termed a man bent on establishing a
monarchy; Jefferson was called the Anti-Christ. Political
vituperation in the minority of the newspapers opposing the
Adams Federalists—perhaps 20 percent of the press—was
scathing. Adams’s loyal wife, Abigail, complained bitterly
in her correspondence about Republican incendiaries such
as Benjamin Franklin Bache of the Philadelphia Aurora,
who called “‘the President old, querulous, Bald, blind, crip-
pled, Toothless Adams.”

In that atmosphere of war hysteria and political extrem-
ism, with Federalists controlling the Congress, the presi-
dency, and the federal courts, and after heated debates,
Congress enacted the Sedition Act on July 10 by a vote of
44 to 41. Technically, this was a peacetime enactment, but
the Adams Federalists believed the nation should be on a
war footing. President Adams signed the Sedition Act into
law on July 14. The Alien Act lengthened the period for a
resident to become a naturalized citizen from five to four-
teen years, and the Alien Enemies Act gave the president or
the federal courts the power to imprison or deport non-citi-
zens. Acts dealing with Aliens were aimed, at least in part,
at troublesome editors or writers who were not citizens.

Republican newspapers denounced the Sedition Act,
with the Aurora declaring that Americans “*had better hold
their tongues and make tooth picks out of their pens.”

The Boston Independent Chronicle defiantly declared that
despite the Sedition Act, citizens of the United States had the
right to criticize government and government officials. The
Act, however, made it a crime to “conspire . . . with intent to
oppose any measure or measures of the government of the
United States.” Further, any person who “shall write, print,
utter or publish . . . any false, scandalous or malicious writing
or writings against the government of the United States, or



either House of the Congress . . ., or the President, with intent
to defame . . .or to stir up sedition within the United States.
... ” could be fined up to $2,000 and imprisoned for up to
two years. The office of vice president [opposition leader
Jefferson] was not included in the list of people or institu-
tions to be placed above criticism.

Critics of the Sedition Act were prescient. Fourteen
indictments were brought under the Act, largely aimed at
Republican newspapermen or spokesmen. The first pros-
ecution convicted the tempestuous Vermont Congressman
Matthew Lyon. He was jailed for four months and fined
$1,000. His crime was that he had written to a Windsor, Ver-
mont, newspaper that President Adams’s Executive Branch
showed an “unbounded thirst for ridiculous pomp, foolish
adulation, and selfish avarice,” swallowing up the public
welfare “in a continual grasp for power.” When Anthony
Haswell, editor of the Vermont Gazette, defended Lyon, he
also was indicted and convicted, paying a $200 fine and
spending two months in federal prison. Others convicted
included a prominent scientist and educator, the London-
born Thomas Cooper; William Duane, who assumed the
editorship of the Aurora after Benjamin Bache died of yel-
low fever in 1798; and leading Jeffersonians James T. Cal-
lender and Thomas Daly Burk.

Even though the Sedition Act included a provision that
truth would be a defense against prosecutions, this proved
to be no protection at all. For one thing, the judges in the
federal courts were all Federalists. For another, it was anti-
Administration opinions that drew the indictments, and
proving the truth of an opinion would be highly difficult in
a hostile court, with Federalist officials selecting Federalist
jurors to serve under a Federalist judge.

Opposition to the Alien and Sedition Acts led to James
Madison’s authorship of the Virginia Resolutions, arguing
that a free, republican government cannot be libeled and
that the First Amendment provided absolute protection for
criticism of the federal government. The Virginia Resolu-
tions, and the Kentucky Resolutions written by Thomas
Jefferson, were early interpretations supporting the First
Amendment in opposition to the authoritarianism of the
Alien and Sedition Acts.

The unfairness of those Acts, and their punitive enforce-
ment by Federalist against political opponents became an
instructive part of American civil liberties history. Thomas
Jefferson and his supporters made the acts a major cam-
paign issue in 1800. The Sedition Act expired in 1801 when
Jefferson became president; the acts regarding aliens were
later repealed or expired and not re-enacted. After being
bitterly assailed in the press during his years as president,
however, Jefferson—who continued to oppose a federal
sedition law—nevertheless advocated some selected state
sedition prosecutions. The Federalists never elected another
president and eventually disbanded as a political force.
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DwiIGHT L. TEETER, JR.

ALTERNATIVE PRESS

Although the term alternative press is commonly under-
stood to refer to those publications emerging since the early
1960s that have both championed the rights of groups and
individuals, and have stood against the excesses of govern-
mental and corporate power, an alternative press has been
in service in the United States throughout its history. The
immediate precursors to the alternative press of the 1960s
were journalists I. F. Stone, Carey McWilliams, and Doro-
thy Day. Stone, a vociferous opponent of the McCarthyism
of the early 1950s, began publication of 1. F. Stone’s Weekly
in 1953, a paper that championed the cause of blacks,
opposed early intervention in Vietnam, and ran numerous
exposés of government and corporate malfeasance. Begin-
ning in 1955, under the editorship of Carey McWilliams,
the Nation was one of the great liberal magazines, and a
strident opponent of U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia.
The Nation became a center for investigative journalism.
Dorothy Day’s Catholic Worker campaigned for the poor
and was a bastion of pacifist politics, opposing U.S. entry
into World War II and Vietnam.

In the 1960s, demographics determined the direction
of much of the alternative press. In 1964, seventeen-year-
olds constituted the largest single group in the U.S. popu-
lation—the ranks of fifteen-to-twenty-four year olds would
increase by nearly 50 percent by the end of the decade. Civil
rights and the war in Vietnam were of particular interest to
this cohort. The alternative press, at this time most visible
in the underground newspapers, with their uninhibited style
and content, and their philosophical ties to the countercul-
ture, challenged the Establishment and its mass media. The
alternative press was instrumental in defin