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PREFACE

THE thunders of the titanic struggle which at present
convulses Europe have drowned the echoes of strife which
come from far-away Mexico, and in the eyes of many the
warring of the factions in the American Republic will seem
very like the battle of the mice and the frogs. Yet we who
are sacrificing everything for an ideal should feel a lively
sympathy with the Mexican people, for when all is said they,
too, are fighting for idealistic reasons—for the possession
and free exercise of that liberty towards which the spirit
of man in all climes and ages has so painfully yet so
persistently aspired.

In these islands the agonies through which Mexico is passing
are too frequently regarded as a mere collision of brigands—
the scufflings of disputatious robber-factions, who are equally
desirous of rule because of the possibilities it holds for exac-
tion and looting. By holding such a view we do the people
of Mexico a great wrong, and its expression is unquestion-
ably due to ignorance of the true condition of things in the
Republic.

The Author sincerely hopes that this volume will clear
away some of the mists which surround Mexico at the pre-
sent time. But he has experienced the utmost difficulty
in obtaining news of recent events from the Republic because
of the prohibition placed upon correspondence. He feels,
however, that he has in a measure overcome this by the
piecing together of matter from sundry reliable sources, and
hopes that he has been enabled to present his readers with
a truthful account of things as they are at the present day,
in a land the mighty destinies of which he devoutly and
hopefully believes in.

LEWIS SPENCE.
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Mexico of the Mexicans

CHAPTER 1
WHO ARE THE MEXICANS ?

WitH the exception of Peru, Mexico is perhaps the only
Latin-American Republic in which the native Indian race
has not shrunk and retreated before the onset of European
civilisation. This is owing to the circumstance that when
first brought into contact with European influences the
Mexican Indian was in full enjoyment of a civilisation of his
own, which, if it was inferior to that of his conquerors as
regards important essentials, was in some of its phases even
superior, and as far removed from the nomadic habits and
scanty culture of the savage tribes of North and South
America as it is possible for the usages of the settled agri-
culturist to differ from those of the wandering hunter. If we
would comprehend modern Mexico, we must perforce have
some little acquaintance with the strange and bizarre
civilisation which preceded it.

The earliest accounts of the natives of the Mexican plateau
are those furnished by Hernan Cortés, and the soldiers
and priests who either assisted in the conquest of Mexico
or else arrived from Spain shortly after that event. Landing
at Vera Cruz in 1519, Cortés first came into contact with the
coastal tribes, gaining at length the plateau of Anahuac
(* Place by the Water ”’), where he encountered more highly
civilised native peoples. Subduing some and enrolling others
under his banner, he advanced to the city of Mexico—Tenoch-
titlan, the capital of the Azteci—by far the most powerful
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2 Mexico of the Mexicans

people in the land, who lived in houses of stone or marble,
clothing themselves in fine cotton dyed in many colours or
in wonderful feather cloaks made from the plumage of
brilliant-hued birds. This people possessed a religion as
picturesque as it was terrible in rite and sacrifice, and legal
and political systems which in most of their provisions were,
perhaps, equal in enlightenment to those of seventeenth-
century Europe.

The Aztecs or Nahua had records of their national history
painted in symbols upon deer-skins which told of successive
migrations of their stock from the north to
the Mexican plateaun. Thus the Toltecs,
Chichimecs, Tecpanecs, Acolhuans, and Tlas-
caltecs had successively poured their myriads upon the table-
land of Anahuac, the latest immigration being that of the
Aztecs themselves. Many of these tribes were of one and
the same race—the Nahua—and wused in common the
Nahuatlatolli, or *“ speech of those who live by rule,” the
word ‘“ Nahua ” meaning “ the settled folk,” the
‘ law-abiding.”

The Toltecs, the first of these successive swarms, were
credited by native traditions with a higher culture than was

possessed by those tribes who succeeded them

The Toltecs. in Anahuac. According to native lore, they

were mighty builders, and so skilled in artistry
and handicrafts that the name Toltecat! became a synonym
for “ artist ” or “ craftsman * among the less gifted peoples
who inherited their culture. Their downfall was due to
plague, famine, and drought no less than to the inroads of
the savage if related Chichimec, who entered upon the heir-
ship of their civilisation. Excavations at Tula, the modern
name of the ancient Tollan, the Toltec capital, substantiate
what.legend has to say of the Toltec culture, the architectural
and artistic remains unearthed there exhibiting a standard
of excellence considerably higher than any arrived at by
their successors.

Folk
Wanderings.



Who are the Mexicans ? 3

There were other and relatively more aboriginal peoples
in Mexico besides those of Nahua race—the Otomi, who still
occupy Guanajuato and Queretaro; the
Huastecd, a people speaking the same
language as the Maya of Central America;
the Totonacs and Chontals, dwelling on the Mexican Gulf;
and, to the south, the Mixtecd and Zapoteci, highly civilised
folk, who nowadays furnish modern Mexico with most of
her schoolmasters and lesser officials. To the west lay the
Tarascans, famous craftsmen and jewellers.

A general impression seems to prevail that the Aztecs
as a race are extinct. In what circumstances the belief
arose it would be difficult to say; but it would seem to have
emanated from the pages of writers of romance, who love
to dwell upon the legends connected with the mysterious
ruined cities of Yucatan, and who too often confound the
Aztecs with the Maya of that country, who are also far from
being exterminated. The Nahua race, of which the Aztecs
were a division, is very much alive, and forms the basis of
the greater part of the Indian populations of present-day
Mexico. After the conquest of Mexico by Cortés, inter-
marriage between the Spanish hidalgos and Mexican women
of rank was common, as bestowing on the Castilian a claim
to his wife’s estates. But, in subsequent generations, few
alliances between Spaniards of the aristocracy and native
women were entered into. The lower ranks of the Spanish
soldiery, however, espoused many Mexican wives, and it is
chiefly from these unions that the half-breeds of the present
day have sprung. The Nahuatlatolli, or native Mexican
tongue—the speech of the Aztecs—is still widely spoken
in Mexico, and this alone should be sufficient to refute the
statement that the race has become extinct.

The present-day population of Mexico may then be divided
into (1) persons of pure European descent, the descendants
of Spanish and other colonists, who form the bulk of the
official and administrative classes, and whose! numbers are

Aboriginal
Peoples.



4 Mexico of the Mexicans

very considerable; (2) half-breeds, the descendants of Europeans
and Indians; (3) pure Indians, who mostly inhabit the rural
districts; and (4) Zambos, a cross between
Indian and negro, and other sub-types. In
the South and in the State of Yucatan, there
exists a population wholly different in origin from the Mexican.
This is the Mayan, a race speaking about seventeen dialects
of the same tongue, and divided into the three great sub-
races of Maya, Quiché, and Cakchiquel. This ancient people
it was who built the wonderful temples and palaces of Central
America. The Maya had many customs and beliefs in com-
mon with the Nahua, but their art and racial characteristics
mark them out as fundamentally a different people. At the
present time their descendants are represented by the agri-
cultural class in Yucatan and Guatemala. In many parts
of Mexico, Indian life in its tribal aspect still exists; and,
although several attempts have been made to: collect facts
concerning native customs in tbese districts, a large and
rich field awaits the traveller who possesses the scientific
attainments requisite for the proper and systematic
observation of these obscure tribes.

Aztec history could not lay claim to any great antiquity
prior to the arrival of Cortés. Coming from the North,
probably from the region of British Columbia,
with the inhabitants of which their speech,
art and religion indicate a common origin,
the Aztecs wandered over the Mexican plateau for genera-
tions, settling at length in the marshlands near Lake Tezcuco.
For a space they were held in bondage by the Tecpanecs,
but such truculent helots did they prove, that at length the
Tecpanec rulers were fain to ““ let the people go "’; and, once
more their own masters, they founded the city of Mexico-
Tenochtitlan in 1325. For generations they failed to
assimilate the civilisation which surrounded them, and which
was at its best represented by the people of Tezcuco on the
north-eastern borders of the lake of that name. In 1376

The * Castes *’
of Mexico.

Aztec
History.



Who are the Mexicans ? 5

they elected a ruler. Tezcuco had been assailed by the
Tecpanecs, and its rightful king, Nezahualcoyotl, forced to
flee. But with the assistance of the Aztecs and the people
of Tlascala, he regained his crown. The Tecpanecs, how-
ever, sent an expedition against Mexico, but were signally
defeated by the Aztecs under their monarch Itzcoatl, who,
in his turn, attacked their chief city and slew their king.
These events raised the Aztecs to the position of the most
powerful confederacy in the valley of Anahuac. Itzcoatl
formed a strong alliance with Tezcuco and Tlacopan, a lesser
city, and Mexico entered upon a long career of conquest.
Its policy was not to.enslave its neighbours, but merely to
establish a suzerainty over them and to exact a tribute.
Under the able rule of Motecuhzoma (Montezuma) I, the
Aztecs pushed their conquests farther afield. After sub-
duing the more southerly districts, this able soldier-king
turned his eyes eastwards, and in 1458 sent an expedition
against the Huastecs of the Maya stock on the Mexican Gulf
and the Totonacs. But he was also occupied in quelling
disturbances in several of the conquered cities nearer his
own capital. The Tlascalans, a folk of warlike and turbulent
mood, were the hereditary and implacable enemies of the
Aztecs, who relied upon constant strife with them for the
larger proportion of their sacrificial victims, and, indeed,
regarded Tlascala as a species of preserve to supply the
altars of their war-god. On the other hand, did an Aztec
fall into the hands of the Tlascalans, he became the prey
of the military divinity of that people. This unnatural
strife between related tribes was fostered by the belief that,
unless the sun constantly partook of the steam arising from
blood-sacrifice, he would wane and perish; and, because of
this belief, thousands were annually immolated upon the
pyramids of Huitzilopochtli of Mexico or his prototype
Camaxtli of Tlascala. The hatred nourished between these
people by this deplorable superstition proved the undoing
of both when, at the advent of Cortés, that leader was
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enabled to employ the warriors of Tlascala against their
ancient foes of Mexico.

The reign of Motecuhzoma was marked by a public work
of great importance to the city of Mexico. A great dam
or dyke was constructed across the lake of
Tezcuco from a point on the northern side
of the lake to one upon its southern shore.
The purpose of this ten-mile barrier, which also did service
as a causeway, was to guard the growing city against the
inundations which frequently threatened it and had on more
than one occasion submerged it. Motecuhzoma was followed
on the throne by Axayacatl, a monarch of equal ability,
who succeeded in annexing the city of Tlatelolco, which
shared the same island with Mexico, and dispatched an
expedition to the wealthy and enlightened Zapotec country,
even as far south as the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, thus
opening the way to the fertile district of Soconusco with
its cocoa plantations, its mines of precious stones and great
natural resources. Other regions equally desirable fell before
the Aztec advance. Axayacatl died in 1469 (? 1477) and
Tizoc in 1482 (? 1486), and Auitzotl came to the throne.
He continued the Aztec career of conquest, and even pene-~
trated to Chiapas and Guatemala, although he did not occupy
these regions. He completed the great temple of Huitzil-
opochtli in the city of Mexico, commenced by his predecessor,
and constructed an aqueduct which supplied water from
Coyoacan on the southern shores of Lake Tezcuco,” He was
accidentally killed in an inundation by striking his head
against the lintel of a flooded building from which he was
trying to escape.

He was succeeded in 1502 by Motecuhzoma II . the king
whose name has been rendered famous by reason of the

coming of Cortés in his time. This monarch
' had been trained both as a soldiér and a

priest, but the sacerdotal part of his educa-
tion had perhaps been amplified at the expense of the military.

Aztec
Imperialism.

Motecuhzoma II
The Great.
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Intensely superstitious, he was yet enough of a soldier to
suppress nascent rebellions in the Mixtec and Zapotec
countries, and energetically attack the Tlascalans, who,
however, eventually beat him off after a strenuous invasion
of their territory. He cultivated a truly Oriental magnifi-
cence in the city of Mexico, and employed the inexhaustible
tributes which flowed into his coffers to render the capital
city worthy of its position of eminence.
But the end of this teeming and picturesque civilisation
was at hand. Cortés sailed from S;mnggg,_y_lim a
November morning in 1518, when Motecuh-
f:;fiéss zoma’s reign was some sixteen _years old.
: ’ The Spanish leader had a following of about
six hundred men, thirteen of whom were armed with fire-
locks and sixteen of whom were mounted. On arriving at
the mainland, he was met by the emissaries of the Aztec
monarch, who received him courteously but coldly, and
tendered him presents of gold and gems, which merely
excited his cupidity. To the chagrin of Cortés, the Aztec
emperor refused an interview. Destroying his ships, the
intrepid Spaniard left a small detachment at Vera Cruz, and

. set forth with 450 men and numerous Indian * friendlies ”’

for Mexico. He desired passage through the country of the
Tlascalans; but its inhabitants, fearful of his approach,
instigated the Otomi tribes on their frontier to attack him:
30,000 of them gave him battle. He succeeded in routing
them, but 50,000 Tlascalans advanced to attack him in a
temple-pyramid where he had fortified himself. Charging
down upon the enemy, he found himself in a most precarious
position until, the Otomi deserting the Tlascalans, the latter
were forced to retire. Overtures of peace were sent to the
Tlascalans, and these were accepted. The alliance between
his enemies greatly alarmed Motecuhzoma, who attempted
to placate the Spaniards with a tribute of gold and gems,
but to no purpose. Cortés entered Tlascala in triumph; and
Motecuhzoma, now in real consternation, at last sent him
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a friendly invitation to visit him in Mexico. Cortés set out
from Tlascala accompanied by 5,000 Tlascalans. Halting
at Cholula, the sacred city of Mexico, he was informed by
his native allies that treachery was intended by its people,
whom he attacked and slaughtered in thousands ere their
conspiracy to destroy him had reached fruition.

It was October ere the Spaniards arrived at the capital,
where they were met by the Emperor in person, surrounded

by all the exotic grandeur of an Aztec
'g‘e Conquerors onarch. The streets were thronged with

each Mexico.

spectators as the Teules, or ““ gods” as the
natives styled them, entered the city. The fated ruler con-
ducted Cortés to a spacious palace, where he seated him on
a gilded dais decked with gems, and feasted him royally,
saying, ‘“ All that we possess is at your disposal.” The
Spaniards feared treachery and, at a later stage, seized upon
the person of the unhappy emperor as a hostage for their
safety.

Velasquez, the governor of Cuba, not content with Cortés’s
conduct of affairs, which he believed to be governed by selfish
motives, fitted out an expedition to Mexico, the purpose
of which was to wrest the power he had achieved from the
adventurous leader. This armada of 18 vessels and 900
soldiers was commanded by one Panfilo de Narvaez; but on
Narvaez’s arrival at Vera Cruz, Cortés, who had made a
forced march to the coast with but 280 men, attacked him
by night and signally defeated him. Cortés had left Pedro
de Alvarado in command at Mexico, and this captain com-
mitted the barbarous indiscretion of attacking and slaying
the Mexican chiefs whilst celebrating a religious festival
within the bounds of the great temple. He was at once
closely besieged by the Aztecs, and on the return of Cortés
with Narvaez’s men, the whole party was beleaguered;
Motecuhzoma, in attempting to conciliate his own subjects,
was wounded, and survived but a few days.

The desperate expedient of evacuating the city in the face
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of a hostile and deeply irritated population was risked.
This resulted in what is known as the ‘ Noche Triste,”
the night of woe, in which, in making their
escape by one of the great stone causeways
leading to the mainland, the Spaniards were
almost decimated.

Cortés now found it necessary to rest and refresh his sorely
tried troops after their dread experience, and withdrew to
Tlascala. Reinforcements arrived from Cuba,
swelling the Spanish numbers to about 900
Castilians, and some 50,000 Tlascalan allies.
Building numerous brigantines, which he transported in parts
on the shoulders of native carriers to Lake Tezcuco, Cortés
laid siege to the Aztec capital in May, 1521. At first the
Spaniards were driven back, but, reinforced by tribes hostile
to the Aztecs to the number of nearly 200,000 warriors, they
pressed the investment, which dragged along for seventy-five
days. At length, Cortés resolved upon the demolition of the
city, building by building, and by this barbarous method at last
broke down the stubborn Aztec defence. The great pyramid-
temple of Huitzilopochtli was overthrown, and only a single
quarter of the city, commanded by Guatamotzin (* chief
Guatamo '), the nephew of Motecuhzoma, remained in Aztec
hands. Guatamo was eventually captured; and Mexico-
Tenochtitlan, the city of the most warlike people in Anahuac,
became the prey and spoil of the conquering Spaniards.
A portion of the city was rebuilt for the occupancy of the
Spaniards, but, needless to say, its architectural character
was substantially altered.

This sketch of Aztec history, brief as it is, would not be
complete without some reference to the interesting indig-
enous civilisation of the peoples of Anahuac.
Dwelling, as we have seen, in stone houses
usually of one storey in height, they were
slowly evolving an architectural type of their own. These
houses, which were built of red stone found in the vicinity

El Noche
Triste.

The Siege of
Mexico.

Aztec
Civilisation.
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10 Mexico of the Mexicans

of Mexico city, were flat-roofed, the roofs or azofeas being
laid out with parterres of flowers, which gave the city, when
viewed from the summit of a temple, the appearance of an
immense garden. The royal palaces, especially those of
King Axayaca and Motecuhzoma, were stately and spacious,
and covered so much ground that the Spanish conquerors
aver that often they had wandered through their apartments
for a whole day and had not then inspected all of them.
The rooms, as a rule, were spacious if not very lofty, and
were frequently hung with native tapestries or with cunningly
devised arras manufactured from the feathers of the brilliant-
hued birds of the tropical regions of Mexico, an art in which
the Mexicans excelled. Furniture bore a resemblance to that
in use in Oriental countries, where the habit of squatting
dispenses with the necessity of chairs; but thrones and couches
were not unknown, and all beds were laid on the floor
without supports.

The costume of the upper classes was the #ilmaili or cloak,
woven of fine cotton and, sometimes, in the case of ceremonial
dresses, of feathers. Beneath this was worn
the maxtli, or loin-cloth, the only usual wear
of the lower classes. The several ranks of
chieftains and nobles wore the hair in divers manners to
denote the grade to which they belonged, as did the orders
of knighthood (of which there were several degrees). Jewellery
was lavishly in use among the higher ranks, and huge panaches,
or head-dresses of feather plumes, were worn by chiefs and
nobles. Footwear consisted of sandals. Great proficiency
had been reached in the jeweller’s art, the Spanish artificers
who witnessed the work of the Aztec and Tezcucan crafts-
men stating that they could not equal it. Gold was extracted
by rather laborious means from mountain lodes, and entered
largely into the adornment of a warrior. Aztec ladies wore
a species of skirt, and a body-dress of jewels and gold.

The government was an elective monarchy, the emperor
or tlatoani being elected from the royal family. This obviated

Aztec
Costume.
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Who are the Mexicans? 11

the perils of a minority and, as the throne was invariably
filled by a brother or nephew of the lately deceased
monarch the continuance of the royal line was
assured. The emperor was usually selected
because of his military prowess and sacer-
dotal experience, a knowledge of matters warlike and religious
being regarded as essential in a ruler. Thus the ill-fated
Motecuhzoma, besides being an experienced soldier, had been
trained exhaustively in the tenets of the priesthood, which
perhaps accounts for the superstitious and fatalistic attitude
he adopted upon the arrival of the Spaniards in Anahuac.
Justice was dealt with an even hand by varying grades of
tribunals, which sat constantly and were answerable to none,
the emperor not excepted, for their verdict. Corruption on
the part of a legal official was punishable by death. The
moral code was high, and such crimes against social decency
as drunkenness and immorality were rigorously punished.
The religion which instigated this stern moral code was
of a highly composite character, mingling as it did the tenets
of a peaceful and idealistic cult with the
Religion.  sacerdotal practices and sanguinary ritual
of a people who were still in a condition of
mental barbarism. This faith probably drew its high ideals
from that of the older Toltec race, who may have fused with
the Nahua immigrants to the Mexican plateau. The influ-
ence of this cultivated people was seen in the worship of
Quetzalcoatl, a god possessing solar and atmospheric attri-
butes, whose cult, if in later times it became stained with
the abominations of human sacrifice, showed many signs
of an earlier repugnance to ceremonial cannibalism. Not so
the other cults of Anahuac, whose gods were tutelar genii
of the Aztec people, and who were supposed to have guided
them to their possessions in the Valley of Mexico. These
deities, the most important of whom were Tezcatlipoca, a
god of the air (who afterwards developed into the chief
divinity of the Aztec pantheon), and Tlaloc, god of waters,

Royalty and
Government.



12 Mexico of the Mexicans

delighted in human sacrifice; and at their altars, hundreds,
if not thousands, of hopeless war-captives and innocent
children were annually devoted to slaughter in the belief
that, unless the gods were nourished and rejuvenated with
the blood of human beings, they would droop into senility
and perish, with the result that the world would be wrapped
in darkness and the human race become extinct. The
festivals in connection with the cults of the numerous Aztec
gods were many, and involved the practice of an imposing
and bewildering ritual, the climax to which was only too
often an orgy of cannibalism, which was rendered none the less
abhorrent in that it was surrounded by the circumstances
of a degree of civilisation by no means despicable.

A great deal of speculation has been indulged in regarding
the belief of the Nahua in a Supreme Being, a ““ god behind
the gods.” There is some slight ground for the belief that
shortly before the Spanish invasion of Mexico the cultured
classes of the various Nahua States commenced a movement
towards Monotheism, or the worship of a single god. Behind
this movement, states a chronicler of most doubtful veracity,
was Nezahualcoyotl, King of Tezcuco; but concerning this
theological novelty and its sponsors, our data is so slender
and dubious of origin, that it cannot be pronounced upon
with any degree of certainty. As with the deities of other
people, those of the Mexicans were alluded to by their priests
as “ endless,” “ omnipotent,” * invincible,” ““ the Maker and
Moulder of all,” and “ the One God, complete in Perfection
and ' Unity.” It was natural that the priesthoods of the
several great deities of Mexico should have regarded their
especial god as the god par excellence, and thus exalt him
above the other members of the Mexican pantheon. .

When a race forsakes a nomadic existence and begins to
rely upon agricultural labour as a means of subsistence, it
inevitably creates in its own conscience a class of divine
beings whom it regards as the source and origin of the
crops and produce it raises. These deities of grain and the
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fruits of the earth and the allied gods of the elements quickly
overshadow and surpass the older gods in the popular
imagination—these beings who are worshipped
The Gods and 1,y 3 people in the state of the nomadic
the Food . . b 3
Supply. hunter, and which now sink'to a minor posi-
tion in the tribal pantheon. This worship of
the food-gods will be found to lie at the root of Mexican
mythology. The elemental gods of wind and sun have
undoubtedly first place in that system, but it is chiefly so
because of their paramount importance in the phenomena
of growth and fructification. Even Huitzilopochtli, the
war-god of Mexico, had an agricultural significance.
Enough has been said to exhibit the Mexican mythology
as a religious system which had advanced to a stage typical
of a people whose chief business in life was the tilling of the
earth. It does not exhibit those figures of a suaver cultus,
such as that of Greece, where, side by side with deities of the
soil, other gods had arisen who symbolised higher national
. ideals in love and art, such as Aphrodite or Apollo. Although
Mexico had its goddess of Sexual Indulgence and its craft
gods, it is very questionable whether the latter would ever
have evolved into higher types. The artistic consciousness
of the Mexican, although virile and original—much more so
than the lack-lustre artistry of Hellas, with its passionless
and unhuman types—was yet lacking in the Hellenic quality
of idealty (unless its symbolism might be said to partake of
that quality) and in the Hellenic sense of beauty. But it
possessed a grotesque sense of beauty peculiarly its own,
which is by no means to be regarded as ugliness run mad.
The temples where the dreadful rites which stained the
Mexican religion were celebrated were known as feocallis
or “houses of god,” and had evidently been
Teocallis.  evolved from the idea of the open-air altar.
They were pyramidal in shape and consisted of
several platforms, one superimposed upon the other, reaching
a considerable height, usually 80 or 100 ft. A staircase
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wound around the pile and led to the summit where the
god or gods was enshrined in a building of stone or wood.
Here, also, stood the stone of sacrifice, a convex block, upon
which the struggling victims of fanaticism were immolated
by having their hearts torn out, these being placed in a large
vase, along with a quantity of gum copal, the steam arising
to titillate the nostrils of the ever-hungry god.
The warfare which secured this never-failing supply of
victims was scarcely of a higher type scientifically than that
waged by most North American Indian
War. tribes. The Aztec warriors greatly favoured
the ambush—quick retreats followed by
speedy rallies and such barbaric stratagems. The weapons
most in use were the maquahuitl, a wooden club-sword, into
the side of which were inserted sharp pieces of #z#/i or flint;
and the Spanish conquerors speak of this as a really formid-
able weapon, a blow from which was capable of killing horse
or man outright. Bows and arrows were employed, and a
spear-thrower, known as aflatl, was much used to launch
darts and javelins. Armour consisted of thick, quilted
cotton jackets for the rank and file, and occasionally of light
gold or silver plates in the case of chiefs. Discipline was
severe, and acts of cowardice in the field were almost unknown.
Enough has been said to show that the race which preceded
the Spaniards in Mexico was at the epoch of their arrival
emerging from a condition of savagery into
Character  ope of comparative civilisation. In all pro-
of Aztec SERINE 5 5 ;
Civilisation.  bability, its material achievements and equip-
ment were more advanced than its mental
outlook, and this was probably due to the circumstance that
only some three centuries prior to the Conquest it had fallen
to the heirship of a civilisation it comprehended incompletely,
the outward conditions of which it speedily accepted and
absorbed, without possessing the capability to embrace the
more valuable social code of the people whom it had partially
dispossessed of the soil.
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The history of Mexico from the time of its surrender to
the Conquistadores to the day when it threw off the yoke
of Spain in 1821, after a struggle of more
than twelve years, is merely a dull record
of . Castilian tyranny and native peonage.
The immediate occasion of the first revolutionary movement
in what was then a Castilian colony, was the invasion of Spain
by Napoleon. Indignation against the French was universal.
All the attempts of the Napoleonic emissaries to arouse dis-
loyalty to the person of the Spanish monarch proved fruit-
less, and indeed the first military rising was dictated by a
desire to hold the country for him whom they regarded as
their rightful king. But the European Spaniards in Mexico
viewed the junta of native statesmen which had been hastily
summoned with considerable suspicion, and seizing the
Viceroy who headed it, they sent him a prisoner to Spain
on 15th September, 1808, themselves assuming the reins of
government. This high-handed act excited universal indigna-
tion from all classes of Mexicans; but as it met with approba-
tion from the Spanish Government, the people grew deeply
incensed, and a popular rising followed, marked by terrible
excesses. On the night of 10th September, the tocsin of
revolt was sounded. City after city fell before the Indians,
who were led by a priest named Hidalgo. But their first
successes were rapidly checked, and a guerilla warfare of
painful duration commenced. The entire country, with the
exception of the cities, ultimately fell into the hands of the
revolutionists, led by Rayon and Morelos. Hostilities pro-
ceeded slowly until the arrival, in 1817, of Mina, a Mexican
student, who had been absent in Spain. For a year he
harried the Spanish regulars with a chosen band, but at
length was captured and shot; and in 1819 the Revolution
had reached a lower ebb than at any previous period during
the struggle.

About the middle of 1820, however, accounts were received
in Mexico of the Revolution in Spain which followed the

The Defection
from Spain.
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revolt of the Spanish army in the Isle of Leon, and this
added fresh fuel to the movement in Mexico. The famous
Don Augustin Iturbide was appointed to the command of
the Spanish troops. He almost at once renounced his allegi-
ance, and proposed to the Viceroy that a new form of govern-
ment should be instituted independently of Spain. His
election by the military to the dignity of Emperor was not
long delayed, but he was not destined to remain in tran-
quility for more than a short space. In 1823 revolution
succeeded revolution, and in May of that year he was
deported to Europe with the solatium of a pension. A new
Republic was then formed. An attempt upon the part of
Iturbide to recover his kingdom ended in his being shot at
Padilla on 19th July, 1824. Later, the financial status of
the country necessitated large loans, which were raised
chiefly in England. .

From this time a period of more or less peaceful progress
supervened, broken now and again by revolutions instigated
by party politicians; and no point of interest is reached until
the memorable war with the United States in 1846. Hostili-
ties were brought about by the collision of American citizens
resident in Texas with the Mexican Government, which was
arbitrary and oppressive, and which was resolved upon the
suppression of the Texan pioneers. President Santa Anna,
a figure as remarkable for military and political ability as
for treacherous cruelty, had massacred 500 of the Texan
farmers. The remainder took the field, and inflicted upon
him a severe defeat in 1835. Texas then proclaimed its
independence, and in 1845 was annexed to the United States
by treaty. This roused the southern Republic to war; but
at the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca, the Mexicans were
badly defeated by the Americans. It was not until
February, 1848, five months after the fall of the capital,
that peace was agreed upon, the United States paying
$15,000,000 to salve the hurts the Mexicans had sustained
by the loss of California and New Mexico.
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In 1857, Great DBritain, France, and Spain, unsatisfied
with the manner in which their nationals were treated as
; shareholders in Mexican concerns, seized the
Intﬁ;’:"g‘.‘ Custom House at Vera Cruz. Great Britain
ention. t 3 9
and Spain shortly afterwards withdrew their
forces, but France intimated her intention of founding a
monarchy in Mexico. French troops were landed, and on
Sth May the battle of Puebla was fought. The French were
broken in a magnificent charge, and took flight. They
rallied, however, and retired in good order, although they
had sustained a severe reverse. But they poured troops
into the country and, after a resistance of the most stern
description, Mexico was forced to receive a foreign king from
her French conquerors—the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian
of Austria, brother of the late Emperor Franz Josef. The
heroic Diaz, afterwards President, still held out, however,
with a handful of troops. Captured, he escaped, gathered
together his scattered comrades, and so harassed the French
occupants of Mexican soil, that at last Napoleon IIT had
perforce to withdraw his forces.

The unfortunate Maximilian, thus deserted, was speedily
defeated and captured after a display of simple yet dis-
tinguished bravery in the face of the perils
of war by which he had been surrounded
on all sides. He was tried, sentenced to
death, and executed, despite petitions of mercy received
from many of the foreign powers.

In December, 1867, Juarez was re-elected to the Presidency,
and during his second term, political disturbances were of
frequent occurrence, lasting almost until the day of his death.
Insurrections broke out in several of the States, and in
Yucatan there was a serious outbreak, the insurgents, even
after being several times defeated, continuing to harass the
various settlements. There was also sedition in Guerrero,
Puebla, Vera Cruz, and elsewhere, though none of the
outbreaks in these States were successful.

The Execution
of Maximilian.
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Early in 1868 the feeling of insecurity assumed alarming
proportions, robbery, kidnapping, and murder being ot
frequent occurrence. The year 1869 opened under more
favourable auspices. Liberal _insTifutions were becoming
more firmly rooted, the administration was reorganised,
material improvements were pushed forward, and it was
hoped that no further serious outbreaks would occur; but
the hope was in vain. Revolutions broke-eut-at Puebla and
San Luis Potosi, and thougl_l both were suppressed, and the
passing of an anmeésty law in_October, 1870, tended for a
time to restore order, the approach of the Presidential election
again threw the country into a turmoil.

The choice lay between Juarez, Diaz, and Lerdo de Tejada
as the principal contestants, and the votes were respectively
and in the order mentioned 5,837, 3,555, and 5,874. It was
provided, however, in the constitution that an absolute
majority of the total vote must be given in favour of the
successful candidate; and the Lerdists, siding with the
Juarists, gave the election to the latter. The followers of
Diaz protested against the legality of the choice, and
threatened armed opposition; but their leader objected
strongly to an appeal to arms, or even a display of force,
directed against a former comrade and a patriot. Several
of the States, however, took up the matter in earnest, and,
as the chosen leader of the party, Diaz could no longer resist
the movement. The banners of his supporters were unfurled
in all directions, and once more there was civil war, in which
many battles were fought, with varying success, among the
victims being General Felix Diaz, brother of Porfirio, and a
soldier who had already won repute during the campalgns
against the French.

The seeming prosperity of Mexico before the late revolu-
tion was frequently quoted as a remarkable illustration of
the possibilities accruing to a ‘“ beneficent tyranny.” Since
1877, when President Porfirio Diaz was first entrusted with its
destinies, the career of the Republic, both in its political and
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commercial aspects, appeared to have been one of long-
continued progress. But at the age of 80, President Diaz,
who entered upon his eighth term of
Diaz. Presidential office in June, 1910, did not
consider his life-work as over, and still

continued to keep hold upon the conduct of public affairs.
In youth a brilliant, soldierly figure, his courage and
intrepid generalship secured for him the whole-hearted
idolatry of the people from whose ranks he had sprung.
One of those who chafed at the theatrical ineptitudes of the
unhappy Emperor Maximilian, he was placed in command
of a Republican army levied in the North-Western provinces,
and at once distinguished himself by the masterly manner
in which he took the city of Puebla by storm. He then
proceeded to the reduction of the capital itself, which he
speedily occupied. His military reputation and the popular
enthusiasm evoked by his personality aroused in him political
ambitions. His struggle with the Lerdists has already been
outlined. His whole life resolved itself into a continuous
conflict with Lerdo, who proved his implacable foe. Lerdo
became President, and directed the entire power of his influ-
ence against his rival, whose desperate adventures and hair-
breadth escapes from the pitfalls of his enemy read like a
chapter from the annals of the old Spanish Conquistadores.
But the fittest survived. The natural power in Diaz asserted
itself, and in the last struggle which threatened to involve
all connected with it in universal ruin, the soldier proved
successful over the statesman, whom he thrust from the
country a beaten and broken man. The odds which Diaz
had to confront in this last struggle, his overthrow of them,
and the moderation which he showed subsequent to the
defeat of his enemies, gave him a place among the household

names of Mexico, and enshrined him in the popular heart.
But the strife through which he had just passed was but
the prelude to still more strenuous labour. He found Mexico
on the verge of national insolvency, her markets starved by
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a long and disastrous conflict, her provinces disaffected to
the central Government, her people incapable of commercial
initiative. At the commencement of his reign—for his
occupancy of the Presidential office can be designated by no
other term—he wisely concentrated all his energies upon
securing a lasting peace with his immediate neighbours, and
so strengthening internal control that domestic unrest might
be reduced to a minimum. In this he was eminently suc-
cessful. He then directed his grasp of affairs to the com-
mercial interests of the country. Railway lines were con-
structed and extended into hitherto inaccessible provinces.
Exhaustive statements of the hitherto untouched mineral
riches of the country were placed before American and
European capitalists, who recognising that Mexico now
possessed a trustworthy dictator whose efforts seemed to be
directed towards the good and not the exploitation of his
country, gladly furthered his objects by placing large sums
at his disposal. The revision of the tariff and the severe
repression of smuggling were included in his reforms. He
found Mexico a desert of decay, a poorer and more piteous
Spain. He raised her to the ostensible position of the
most flourishing and important of the Spanish-American
nations. :

The career of Porfirio Diaz appears to point an analogy with
that of a still greater figure in Mexican history—Hernan
Cortés. In the two men we seem to discover the same con-
tempt for obstacles to be overcome, the same absolute
indifference to criticism; the same large, almost universal
grasp of affairs and ability to discover and utilise the men
required for certain definite tasks. These are the attributes
of great administrative genius. Such a spirit Porfirio Diaz
undoubtedly was. A careful observer of the polity of the
other States of Latin-America, he was studious to avoid the
pitfalls which he saw engulf other virtual dictators.

At the age of 80 he was absorbed as ever in the extension
of Mexican prestige. In many circles of the Mexico of 1910,
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“ El Presidente "’ was regarded as the personification of the
State, as a being of almost superhuman omniscience sent
by celestial wisdom to lay the foundation of progress, as was
Quetzalcoatl, the ancient Aztec culture-hero of Mexico.

One of the most politic strokes ever made by Diaz was
the fostering of the band of men known as Rurales, or the
Rural police or gendarmes. These warriors,
many of whom were at one time bandits
themselves, were successful in rounding
up practically all the brigands in the country. They were
first of all levied by the notorious Santa Anna, and in their
neat costume of grey and red piping, with sombrero and red
necktie, looked very smart. On the death of Santa Anna,
these thief-catchers turned brigands on their own account,
and the most dreadful stories were circulated regarding their
barbarous cruelties. There was seemingly no redress against
them, and many government officials were in their pay.
President Comonfort advised that they should be turned into
regular troops on a special footing; they accepted his offer,
and afterwards acted as the “ Royal Irish Constabulary ” or
Bersaglieri of Mexico. They numbered 4,000, and in pre-
revolutionary times were of immense service to the executive
in the repression of not infrequent aboriginal disturbances,
and the keeping of order in general among the more unruly
element.

The festivities held in Mexico city in 1910, in celebration
of the country’s centenary as a Republic, marked a century
of such visible progress as falls to the lot of
few nations; and if the first three-quarters of
that period were disturbed by internecine
broils, the quarter of a century preceding the centenary
richly atoned for them. One of the most pleasing features
of the celebrations was the manner in which the old enemies
of the Mexican Republic fraternised with her and rejoiced
in her happiness at the arrival of this auspicious occasion.
France dispatched a special ambassador, M. le Favre, and

The
Rurales.

Centennial
Celebrations.
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the French colony presented the Mexican people with a
monument designed to commemorate the work of M. Pasteur
in the Republic. The presentation of a monument to Mexico
by Americans resident in the country was also significant of
the good feeling which at that time existed between the
neighbouring Republics. Conspicuous among the celebrities
who assisted at the various féfes was the figure of the ancient
President Diaz, then regarded as the deus ex machina of
Mexican prosperity and modern advancement. Mexico
seemed to have every reason to rejoice at the consummation
of her first century of existence as a Republic. Never since
Cortés set foot upon her shores had she appeared so pros-
perous. To the foreigner it seemed that her laws were
impartially administered; never had her relations with the
outside world been so uniformly cordial. She evidently
entered the second century of her Republican existence with
a clear conscience, and with eyes directed unswervingly
towards a policy of peaceful industry and commercial
enlargement within her own borders.

The outlook of Mexico at the commencement of her second
century of Republican activity was indeed roseate. Scarcely
a month passed in which some new source of national wealth
or possible revenue was not discovered. The new Mexican
transport route across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec was
shown to be a splendid success, and seriously threatened the
Panama Canal as a rival in trans-isthmian carrying trade.?
Subsequent to its opening, the trade between the Atlantic
and Pacific coasts went up almost by leaps and bounds; and
its relative proximity to Galveston and New Orleans, two
of the most important shipping centres in the United States,
rendered it an undertaking of international significance.
Eight steamship lines converged upon its Atlantic terminus,
and it is only the expense of transhipment of goods which

1 It may still seriously rival the Canal should the almost certain
failure of the Culebra Cut necessitate a further reconstruction of the
trans-isthmian waterway.
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will probably render the Canal more popular. On the whole,
the outlook appeared one of unexampled prosperity, and the
Mexicans might be excused if at this season of jubilee they
looked forward with confidence to the future.

But prior to this there had been visible signs of deep unrest.
At the end of June, 1910, electoral rioting in the North-
Western Provinces seemed to portend the first break in the
long and unexampled tranquillity which had been the lot of
the Republic under the Presidency of Porfirio Diaz. There
was reason to believe that the Government was apprehensive
of an outbreak on the day on which the elections were to
take place, as was shown by the somewhat feverish haste
with which the troops were dispatched to the affected area.

The Presidential election, which was the occasion of the
unrest, is held every six years, when the head of the con-
stitution is elected by popular suffrage. In 1887 the original
constitution was so reformed as to permit of the election of
a President for consecutive terms. This departure from
previous practice had been taken advantage of by the Mexican
electors to send Porfirio Diaz back to power on no less than
seven occasions. The last of these terms of office expired
on 30th November, 1910.

So extended and so ostensibly successful had been Diaz’s
régime, that real political division in Mexico might virtually
be described as non-existent at the period we write of. At the
same time, the Opposition had been extremely active, and
had selected the North-Western Provinces of the Republic
as the most suitable theatre for their purposes. This they
had done for obvious reasons. These provinces are most °
distantly situated from the seat of central government.
The unrest had been greatly heightened by the knowledge
that considerable quantities of rifles, ammunition, and other
contraband of war found their way over these frontiers into
the hands of the rebellious party in the North,

But although the situation was one to cause some alarm,
a reassuring parallel might have been drawn between the
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present condition of things and past outbreaks of a similar
nature. The grievances of the malcontents were not without
foundation. President Diaz had caused the arrest of Sefior
Madero, his opponent in the Presidential campaign, for
making seditious utterances. This was quite in accordance
with what had been done in the past by General Diaz, who
feared that if any other but himself should hold the reins of
government the financial prosperity of Mexico would decline
and her evolution as a nation cease. This attitude was also
accountable for the dispatch of troops to the North-Western
States for the purpose of overawing those who had questioned
the wisdom of his rule.

The fires of rebellion once lit, the conflagration spread with
amazing swiftness, as we will find when we peruse the
chapters which deal with the Revolution, in which we will
attempt to outline the causes as well as the history of
that event. ¢



CHAPTER 1I1
THE MEXICAN CHARACTER AND FAMILY LIFE

THE population of Mexico is divided into three well marked
castes: that whose members are of more or less pure Spanish
descent; the half-breed or mestizo class; and pure Indians.
The proportions of these in a population of 13,500,000 is,
according to the latest Census returns: Whites, one fifth;
mixed bloods, 43 per cent.; and Indians, 38 per cent. There
are also numerous sub-divisions of these castes which have
arisen through intermarriage.
The upper classes are, of course, composed of the dominant
white race of Castilian descent, between which and the rest
of the population a great social gulf is fixed.
T}é‘l’ aggspe" The Mexican Spaniard is exclusive in the
> extreme; and, although polite and most
correct in his relations with strangers and foreigners, is by
no means given to indiscriminate hospitality. Reserved and
self-contained, he resents intrusion, and seeks relaxation
amongst his personal triends, whom he has probably known
since an early age. If the new-comer is well recommended
to him, however, he will be found hospitable and anxious
to extend a welcome. He usually possesses dignified manners,
much native charm, and is cultivated and well-informed.
He has a strong partiality for the sober and correct frock-
coat and silk hat of civilisation, which attire adds to his
inches, for, as a rule, although he carries himself well, he is
not much above middle height. His Spanish is usually pure
and polished, and without those jarring provincialisms which
too often mar the speech of Latin-Americans in other
republics.

If he is wealthy, the house he lives in is, as a rule, built
in oblong shape round an interior courtyard open to the sky.
25
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Only the main entrance—a great carriage-way—leads from
the street, and all communication with the apartments within
is from the court, which is surrounded by verandahs and
balconies, and in some cases boasts a fountain. The recep-
tion rooms are, for the most part, situated in the lower storey.
These are large and spacious, and are furnished in the French
manner, for Gallic taste has a strong hold upon the Mexican
cultured classes. The bedrooms are placed in the upper
storey, are entered from a balcony, and are sometimes en
suite and reached by communicating doors—an arrangement
awkward for foreigners. The less wealthy reside in flats
or viviendas, which, as a rule, contain from six to eight rooms.
House rents in Mexico city are exceedingly high. Flats let
from £60 to £200 per annum, and the larger residences for
from £400 to £600 per annum. These exorbitant prices are
due to the rapid rise in the value of real estate in Mexico city
of late years and the much enhanced cost of building. In
many of the provincial cities, however, rents are extremely
moderate. Of late years, the “ suburban *’ system of residing
in villas in the lesser towns which surround Mexico has come
into vogue. These districts are within easy distance of the
capital by train or electric tramway, and residence within
them is rendered more pleasant by the exquisite gardens
which surround their villas, many of which are of some
antiquity, are spacious and dignified, and possess none of the
freakishness which too often disfigures English suburban
localities.
The Mexican gentleman is frequently a fluent linguist,
and, as he is almost invariably a great traveller, he finds
] plenty of opportunities to extend his know-
Tg:ntnlde?;::n ledge of languages.- His French is usually
*  excellent, and very often his knowledge of
English—acquired first-hand by education or residence in
England or America—is good. His literary tastes are refined
and catholic, with, naturally, a bias towards the literature
of the Latin races. Often in youth he is prone to the making
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of much poetry. In his address there is little halting, no
searching for words, no hesitation. He is fluent and eloquent
—if he is young, perhaps too eloquent. Both in writing and
speaking, he employs terms which appear to the colder Anglo-
Saxon strained and exaggerated, but which to him are mere
phrases of use and wont, lacking which his speech would
seem to those who listen cold and insincere. He is idealistic
to a degree, and possesses a keen sense of the aesthetic and
beautiful in all its manifestations. It is not his Spanish
origin alone which endows him with the rich gift of the
seeing eye, for the despised Indian, whose blood flows in the
veins of the noblest Mexican families, is extraordinarily
talented in this respect, having a quick and appreciative
sense for colour and form, and a quite distinguished musical
ability. The gifted stock which old Spain sent to the shores
of Anahuac has not only been quickened by intermixture
with native blood, but has, perhaps, grown more eloquent,
more rich aesthetically, by reason of the semi-tropical
environment in which it has been placed.

It is difficult for a toreigner to advance an opinion con-
cerning the women of the Mexican upper classes, because
of the restraint in which they are held by
custom and etiquette—a ~restraint almost
Oriental, and dating from the Moorish usage
of female seclusion in old Spain. Mexican girls of the upper
classes are most jealously sheltered by their parents, and
duennaship is prevalent The whole life of the Mexican
woman centres in love and marrlage “Before the latter
event, her social mtercourse with men is of the scantiest,
and she is usually *““seen and not heard.” Dark and
Castilian in appearance, she possesses great feminine charm,
ripening at an early age and usually attaining the appearance
and proportions of maturity when most Anglo-Saxon maidens
are in the transition stage of * flapper ”’-hood. She is
romantic in the extreme, and prone to the consumption of
novellas which recount the exploits of mediaeval dames and

Mexican N\
Women. )
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courtiers rather than those which deal with the realities of
everyday existence.

Her chances of meeting suitable partis are rather limited.
In the evenings she will seat herself at one of the barred

windows of the paternal residence; and
Courtship.  should she be sought by a lover, he signifies
his desire to pay his addresses by passing
and re-passing her dwelling on horseback, sometimes
at a trot, at others at a furious gallop. If the youth
be considered eligible, he is, after a while, admitted to the
house, where, however, his converse with the object of his
adoration is scrupulously superintended. He is now known
as the lady’s nmovio (fiancé), and marriage usually follows
after what is considered a suitable season of courtship. But
should the young people not ‘‘ take to” one another after
a reasonable period of acquaintanceship has elapsed, it is not
regarded as a slight by either party should the other
withdraw from the companionship.

The courtship period of a Mexican youth or maiden’s life
is assuredly the most romantic in his or her career. British
people accustomed to absolute freedom between the sexes
can scarcely comprehend the conditions prevailing in a com-
munity the female portion of which is so closely and jealously
guarded as is the case in Latin-America. The Mexican lover
considers no stratagem too novel or too extreme which will
gain him access to the object of his devotion, who, on her
part, if she be amenable, will practise every art to further
his object and defeat the watchful parents, duennas, or
servitors in charge of her. It is not uncommon for a Mexican
suitor to disguise himself as a workman, a postman, or other-
wise, so that he may have speech with bis beloved or convey
a written message to her; and even after parental consent
has been given, the young people frequently put a romantic
finish to their love story by an elaborate and theatrical
elopement !

Once married and settled down, the Mexican woman'’s

e e
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existence is usually placid and home-keeping. Should she
have children, she is a mother to them in the real sense of
the word. Divorce is most unpopular in Mexico and, besides
being discouraged by the Roman Church, is looked upon
with disfavour by the people at large.

The Mexican lady is, as a rule, a hard-and-fast devotee
of etiquette, and Europeans visiting Mexico should bear

y in mind that they and not their neighbours
Etfg;leilte are supposed to make the first advances
in the establishment of acquaintanceship.
The general custom is to announce one’s arrival in the local
Press, and to send a copy of such announcement to everyone
of importance in the neighbourhood. It is also absolutely
essential that the stranger should be well and suitably recom-
mended by letters of introduction to someone in the vicinity
where he is to take up his abode, as the Mexican, like the
Spaniard, attaches the greatest importance to such intro-
ductions, and will assuredly give no countenance to anyone
who is without them. It is quite a mistake to regard the
Mexicans or other Latin-American peoples as resembling our
colonists in frankness and indiscriminate hospitality. The
Mexican is not at all casual. His code of etiquette dates
from Spanish colonial days, and is thus even more rigorous
than that of modern Spain itself. But once his confidence
is gained, there are few more hospitable than he or more
ready to extend full domestic intimacy to the properly
accredited stranger within his gates.

Mexican ladies of the past generation were not far removed
in their customs from their great grandmothers of the colonial
period. But their emancipation has proceeded apace within
recent years. No longer do they set out upon a shopping
expedition accompanied by a duenna and veiled, and closely
concealed within the depths of a carriage. Their amuse-
ments, too, have greatly changed, and to-day include lawn-
tennis and even golf. They, in common with their men-folk,
do not share the Anglo-Saxon relish for afternoon tea—a meal
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which they affect more because of its universal popularity
and ‘“‘ smartness”’ than because they care for the principal
item in its restricted menw. In Mexico, the afternoon cup
of tea is nearly always accompanied by wine, even champagne
being partaken of along with the tea, for the purpose (one
may be pardoned for suggesting) of drowning the taste of
the infusion, which is nauseous to most Mexicans.

Among the upper classes the standard of personal integrity
is high. The average Mexican gentleman is proud of his
honour and punctilious in his care that it shall not in any
way become smirched. Public integrity, too, as instanced
in the Press, is idealistic; but there is no law which can sup-
press comment upon a case while it is sub judice, and, in
consequence, justice occasionally suffers. In certain con-
tingencies, the law is none too scrupulously adhered to in a
country where lawyers abound—the sceptic might be inclined
to say for that precise reason; for just as in highly civilised
Scotland, where the percentage of lawyers is very large,
private legal abuses are frequent and notorious through the
laxity of the great legal corporations, in Mexico the lawyer
is seldom answerable for his misdeeds to any higher authority;
and as he composes the class that makes the laws and
administers them, abuses are likely to flourish and continue
so long as such conditions prevail.

The integrity of the Mexican shopkeeping class is less
punctilious than that of its betters. Most Mexican shop-
keepers have a different price for their fellow-countrymen
and for the unfortunate estrangeiro ; and as imported goods
are already sufficiently highly ticketed, by the time the
Mexican merchant has appraised them to the visitor they
have mounted to an extortionate figure. Firmness is essential
in dealing with traders in the better shops of the capital,
unless the purchaser be one of those happily-circumstanced
folk who can afford to disburse a profit of 150 per cent., and
who prefers to do so rather than submit to an encounter
in the unpleasant art of haggling.
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Family life in Mexico is planned upon patriarchal lines.
The Mexicans are most united in their family ties and affec-
y tions; and parents and children, brothers and
Fg;‘ély sisters are, as a rule, deeply attached to each
! other, and display much warmer sentiments
in their relations than is the case in colder England. In
Mexico, woman has not yet lost her natural charm and
influence, which in the home she exercises to the full. The
male members of the family are, as a rule, most amenable
to the influence of the mother, the wife, the sister; and the
Mexican woman exerts herself to retain the affection of her
male relations in a manner that would astound a daughter
of Britain. It has even been said that Mexican men are
subject to a great deal of feminine ‘‘ coddling "—a stupid
term bestowed upon delicate attention and affectionate
regard, the nature of which the Anglo-Saxon wholly fails
to comprehend.

Mexican family life is patriarchal in that the young Mexican
man does not leave his parents’ house when he comes to
years of discretion, and even upon marriage he frequently
remains with them. Often a son-in-law is adopted into the
family, and it is quite common to find the parents of either
husband or wife in a Mexican home.

Courtesy is the rule and not the exception in Mexico.
Even in the poorest circles the day-labourer will address his

neighbour as “ Don,” and expects to be so

Courtesy.  entitled in return. Roughness and asperity
are conspicuous by their absence in the

1elationships of everyday life. No matter into what grade
of society one may penetrate, he will find himself the object
of the most respectful, nay, even solicitous, politeness. This
courtesy is the natural endowment of the race. The peon,
scion of the grave and punctilious Aztec folk, is not to be
outdone even by the descendant of the proud yet courtly
Castilian. Indeed, the uniform respect with which the
peasant class treat those whom chance has placed above them



32 Mexico of the Mexicans

in the social scale, has not now its parallel in any European
country, unless, perhaps, in Russia or some of the more out-
of-the-way parts of the Austrian Empire. From the Mexican
peon you will receive not only fair speech and a nice, dis-
criminating polifesse, but, on occasion, fervent and what
seem heartfelt prayers for your welfare here and hereafter.

The dwellings of the peon class are, for the most part,
primitive in the extreme. They are usually constructed of
adobe or daub-and-wattle, often with the
stone fireplace outside. Otherwise a hole
in the roof serves as a chimney. The prin-
cipal furniture of such an abode usually consists of cooking
utensils, a large earthen pot or olla, which must withstand
the daily application of fire in lieu of an iron pot or kettle,
and which also serves as an oven for baking. It is also the
peon woman’s only frying-pan and stewing-pan. The rest
of her gear consists of a metate or board upon which
the maize flour is ground, and other similar primitive
articles.

The fortilla or maize pancake forms the staple of peon diet
in Mexico. The maize which is to compose it is first ground
on the stone metate or grinding-board, after having been
boiled with the addition of a little lime, which softens it
somewhat. It is then mixed with water until it attains the
consistency of a thick paste, and is rolled into pancake form
and baked in an earthenware dish. Tortillas are made freshly
every morning, and with frijoles, a small brown bean in shape
like a haricot, form the piéce de résistance of every peon’s
breakfast, dinner, and supper. The fortilla serves, too, as
a plate, on which the beans are placed, with the addition, in
some cases, of a sauce of Chili pepper, so fiery that only a
native palate can successfully negotiate it. Frijoles are first
boiled and then fried. The camote or sweet potato is much
relished and to be had in abundance, and these delicacies
are reinforced by goat’s milk cheese and strips of dried meat
like the pemmican of the North American Indians,

Peasant
Dwellings.
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The national beverage of Mexico is pulgue, which is as
ubiquitous in the Republic as is beer in Germany or tea in
Australia. It is made from the fermented
Pulque. juice of the agave Americana, and in appear-
ance is white and viscid, with an unpleasant
resemblance to soapsuds. Its effect when that of the
strongest quality is freely drunk is stupefying and deadening
in the extreme. The word pulgue is of South American
origin, the real Aztec term for the drink being ocfli. In
ancient Mexico, indulgence to excess was forbidden to all
save the very old and certain grades of warriors; and the
establishment of some such measure is devoutly to be wished
for at the present time, when the peasantry is deeply immersed
in bondage to this insidious and brutalising beverage, to pro-
cure which they will pledge almost the last garment which
stands between themselves and nakedness. Large pulquerias,
or establishments for the sale of pulgue, are prominent in the
lower quarters of all the great cities, and these frequently
bear grandiose and heroic titles which scarcely match with
their degrading purpose. The exteriors of these pulque
palaces are frequently painted and decorated in the most
gaudy and extravagant manner, their fagades forming a
marked contrast to the sordidness of their interiors. It is
not too much to say that the native abuse of pulgue is as
much detrimental to the progress of the Mexican Indian
race as was the Russian consumption of wodka, or the
excessive whisky drinking in the lower parts of Scottish
and Irish towns, to the labouring classes in these
countries.

When in January, 1916, the governor of the Federal Dis-
trict issued a proclamation prohibiting the use and sale of
pulgue within the limits of his jurisdiction, his action was
applauded by practically all the better classes, and the bold
stand taken by him gained for him the feeling that he was
a man of courage who had resolved to attack one of the great
social evils at the very root. For a time the measure seemed
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in a marked degree successful, but gradually there began
to appear in place of the saloon signs those of private clubs.
In other cases these were changed to * Restaurant,” and a
few tables and chairs placed in view, backed by shelves filled
with bottles. The doors of others were to be seen sealed
by Court orders, and all business was suspended. Gradually
these seals have disappeared, and the pulquerias are little
by little resuming their old-time aspect.

At last a decree was published in the Press that certain
conditions which prevailed last winter now no longer obtained.
The decree of 14th January was annulled, and the sale of
pulque of the first class and of the commoner grade known
as tachique went on merrily as before.

The peon is a great smoker, and manufactures his own
cigarettes, wrapping the tobacco in the dried husk ef the
maize and twisting down one end of the cigarette so that
it will hold together. He smokes constantly. It is one of
his few relaxations.

Some of the Mexican peasantry are penurious and saving
in the extreme. The chief object of many Indians or half-
breeds is to save a substantial sum and bury it in a secure
place. To employ money thus hoarded never occurs to the
peon. Indeed, he regards money once buried as out of com-
mission and unspendable. Perhaps it is because he has to
toil so hard for his money that he values it so highly. But
most of the peon class are born gamblers, and will stake their
last coin on a turn of the dice. The native population is also
superstitious in the extreme, with a very real dread of the
supernatural, a legacy in all probability from their ancestors
of pre-Conquest days.

Socialism has of late years intruded itself upon the horizon
of the Mexican peon with strange results. The comparative
freedom he has enjoyed within the last twenty years has
failed to banish his sense of subservience, and the new
doctrine which has been sedulously preached to him by
peripatetic agitators has made him a grumbler without
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in any way strengthening his hands, and has induced
“swelled head ” to the detriment of proper pride and
manhood.

The average peon is untidy and shaggy in appearance,
uncleanly, given to gambling, superstitiously religious,
patient, intelligent, and witty. He is hot-
tempered and apt to be homicidal, and has
a tendency to petty pilfering if a suitable
occasion presents itself. He is piously obedient to his parents
and his priest, and, when treated fairly, will perform a good
day’s work. If ill-used, he grows sullen and malingers.
His womenkind make good nurses and mothers, and are
economical and clever housekeepers. Indeed, there are
probably no better managers in the domestic sphere any-
where than the Mexican women of all classes. The peon
woman is pathetically obedient to her husband, fond of her
home, and prone to the love of Mammon (when he comes
her way). She is dressy when she can afford to be so, and,
as a rule, her fiesta, or holiday attire, is good of its kind, if
showy and somewhat reminiscent of the wardrobe of a
travelling circus.

The servant problem is quite as acute in Mexico as it is in
our own country. Factories bid so highly for female labour,

J that to secure good native service is extremely

é‘ﬁ:ﬁ‘;ﬁ‘; difficult. Mexican ‘‘ generals” and house-

" maids are quite as touchy as the British

““ slavey,” and a good deal more careless and quick-tempered.
They usually refuse to do their hair in a civilised fashion, and
wear it hanging or in plaits in the native style to the scandal
of their long-suffering mistresses. Men-servants will not
appear in livery if they can possibly avoid doing so, and
they are usually lazy and perfunctory in the execution of
their duties. But they are never impolite, even when refusing
to obey an order; and if this courtesy be unreal, as certain
travellers assert, it is much more refreshing and desirable
than the pertness and surly rudeness of the average British

Peon
Characteristics.






CHAPTER III
SOCIETY HIGH AND LOW

As has been said, Mexican society of the highest class is
chiefly remarkable for its exclusiveness, especially towards
foreigners. Even when well accredited, the stranger is
seldom received with open arms by the Mexican aristocracy,
who seem to believe in the adage that ‘‘ there are no friends
like old friends,” and through their habit of living en famille
rarely lack society, seeming to find the companionship of
their own relations sufficient. When greeting or entertaining
strangers, they are effusive and seemingly enthusiastic; but
most distinguished travellers have put it on record that those
Mexicans who appeared to take most pleasure in their com-
pany and expressed the deepest friendship for them, were
usually those who later most studiously avoided them. This
queer dislike of new-comers has been commented upon by
nearly all British visitors to Mexico, who have placed their
experiences on record. Does it arise from the custom of the
Old Colonial times when each man’s house was his castle,
and when the fear of the savage or the bandit lay heavy
upon the community ? Surely not, or our cousins of North
America would also have evolved the cult of the family
nucleus | No; it is a legacy from the customs of old Spain,
where family life (as in most Latin countries) is still more
patriarchal than gregarious.

However sincere or otherwise they may be, the Mexicans
of the upper classes are delightful people socially once the
ice of their reserve is really broken. Courtesy and sympathy
are their outstanding characteristics; social faux pas are rare
because of a rigorous breeding and training, and gawucherie
is unheard of among them. They have, however, an almost
Oriental symbolism of speech, which at first puzzles the

37
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stranger unaccustomed to the extravagance of their phrase-
ology. Thus, should one admire anything in a Mexican
house, the owner at once makes him a present of it—a verbal
present, for should the visitor take him at his word and
decamp with the article, no one would be more surprised
than his host.

The method of introduction prevailing is quaint and
formal. “ Allow me to introduce you,” says a host, when
making two persons known to each other. The younger
man (or the man, if one happens to be a lady) then pro-
nounces his name, giving his full Christian and surnames,
followed by his mother’s name, the two connected by the
letter y, which in Spanish means ‘“and.” The person to
whom he is being introduced follows suit, and the ceremony
(for it 4s a ceremony in the real sense of the word) is
complete. Let us visnalize a Mexican introduction.

*“ Enrique Pedro Martinez y Mariscal ”’ sonorously intones
one of the men. * Manuel de Salagua y Aldesoro ” responds
the other, bowing deeply. Compliments are exchanged, and
the pair are acquaintances.

The Mexican hospitality is never casual, and all entertain-
ments are exhaustively planned. Dinners and luncheons are

; elaborate affairs, and no one is ever asked
gﬁl"éii‘;‘ to take “pot luck.” The menu is usually

i Parisian in character, but a few Mexican

dishes still hold their own. Before dinner, a liqueur glass
of brandy is handed to everyone as an aperitif, and is drunk
neat, the draught being followed by iced water. When seated
at table, the guests invariably pin their table-napkins beneath
their chins before commencing * business.” The meal is
usually a prolonged one, and a couple of dozen of courses
may be passed round ere its conclusion. Ices are served
half-way through, and the first dessert comes before the pre-
serves and pastry. A good deal of wine is drunk at such
functions, and many healths and toasts are usually proposed
and honoured. Champagne is handed round at the conclusion
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of the repast, during the latter part of which the men—
but not the ladies—smoke cigars or cigarettes. There is a
common fallacy current that Mexican and Spanish-American
ladies smoke both en famille and at public functions. Ladies
of the best class in Mexico do not smoke as a rule, or, if
they do, they enjoy the weed in strict privacy. Women
smokers in Mexico are usually those of the lower middle
class.

A day in the life of a Mexican family much resembles that
spent by one belonging to any of the Latin races of Europe.
The desayuno, or first breakfast, consists simply of coffee
or chocolate, taken soon after rising. Equestrian exercise
may follow or correspondence may be attended to, after
which comes the breakfast proper, served between 9 and 12,
and much resembling the French déjeuner & la fourchette.
Professional or other duties occupy the time until 4 or 6,
when dinner is served. Supper follows at 8, after which
come chocolate and cigars. The wealthy eat much and
often, the poor scarcely sufficient to maintain life.

Some very antiquated social customs still obtain. Thus
in all reception rooms, and even in public offices, there is a
sofa with a rug in front of it, and chairs at either end. Asin
Germany, this is the seat of honour to which, on entering,
the guest is ushered. On departing, he is accompanied by
the host to the staircase—the drawing-room being usually
on the second floor—and, when he descends, raises his hat
to the ladies—a dreadful breach of etiquette according to
British social standards.

Men taking leave of one another usually embrace, that is,
they place their arms on each other’s shoulders and pat each
other on the back. Younger men generally kiss the hand
of the elder, whom they invariably address as ‘‘ Sefior.”
Indeed, sons address their fathers by this title; and in all
grades of society intense reverence is paid to age, authority
and experience. No young fellow will advance an opinion
before his elders, unless he is asked for it—a rare occurrence,
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whilst no youth would think of smoking or drinking before
his father or his father’s friends without permission.

Society in Mexico city is, circumscribed and limited in
numbers, owing to the fact that nearly everyone is related
to everyone else. Clubs are numerous. At the head of these
stands the Jockey Club, housed superbly in the Calle San
Francisco, the most fashionable thoroughfare of Mexico.
Its exterior of carved stone inset with tiles of white and blue
is intensely striking, and it possesses a wonderful stone stair-
case. Some years ago it had a reputation for heavy gaming,
but it is said that that reproach is now withdrawn. The
Casino Espaiiol in Esperitu Santo is also a magnificent pile,
and houses the Spanish residents in Mexico city—no mean
community, and by far the most wealthy in the capital. The
Casino Nacional has also a distinguished membership of
Mexican gentlemen, many of whom are of scientific and
diplomatic significance.

Brittanic indeed is the British Club. The British in Mexico
are for the most part men of commercial standing, and “ {ree
and easy ” is the motto of this establishment. The American
Club has one of the largest memberships in Mexico, and is
a model of comfort and hospitality. There are also clubs
connected with many other nationalities.

The practice of the Medical Art is in efficient hands in
Mexico. This is in contradistinction to the rest of Latin-

America, where medical assistance is, gener-

Doctors. ally speaking, rather poor and dear. Surgery

is at a fairly high level. The Mexican doctor

does not dispense, but fees.are moderate, averaging about

four or five shillings a visit. Many Mexican practitioners

receive their training in the United States, and make apt

pupils because of their quickness and receptivity. The lower

orders seek the herbalist and his kindred for a cure; but, as

a rule, the services of the genuine medical man are in their
case, to be had for the asking.

It is doubtful if anywhere else there is so much wretchedness
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and distress as among the submerged tenth of the lower
quarters of Mexican cities and towns. It is only about forty
years since Mexico city was infested by some
The Poor. 20,000 leperos or lazzaromi, whose laziness
counstituted a social pest which had to be done
away with by special legislation It was a truly beneficent
law which enacted that all vagrants must work or suffer
imprisonment; and if the cure has not proved a radical one,
it has at least mitigated the nuisance, to say nothing of the
menace, to society of a large unproductive population. But
beggars, the maimed, the halt, and the blind still swarm in
the cities and make their appeal at every street corner.
These wretches seem to be regarded by the comfortable
classes as less than human, and the gulf between them is
so wide, that in some Mexican towns the central plaza has
two paved footpaths—the inner for the upper classes and the
outer for the native people !

Trades and callings are almost hereditary in Mexico. As
one who has specialised in the subject of Mexican antiquities,
I am inclined to believe that this is a remnant
of ancient caste practice, for there are signs
that such was observed in Ancient Mexico.
Thus if a man is a tailor, all his sons usually become tailors.
The same thing applies to localities. Nearly every district
has its industry—pottery, basket-making, cotton-spinning,
or what not; and practically every soul in the community
adheres to the local activity. Towns or villages situated
close to one another do not compete in trade, but, as if by
common consent, adopt separate industries.

Of the standard trades—the carpenters, masons, tailors,
butchers—I do not intend to speak, as these display practi-
cally the same idiosyncrasies in all lands. It will be more
to the purpose to describe those trades which are purely
Mexican in character, leaving the more stately * industries ”
of the country for treatment in the chapter upon * Mexican
Commerce and Finance.”

4—(2393)

Trades and
Callings.
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And, first, the water-carriers. These are, in reality, persons
of importance in a land like sunburnt Anahuac, where water
is not “ laid on ” in the majority of dwellings,
Water-carriers. but is brought to the capital in aqueducts,
and distributed by carriers who earn from
50 to 75 cents a day. The water-carrier is usually a staid,
almost solemn-looking person, clothed in bronze-coloured
garments of leather, which match his skin in hue, bearing on
his back a large pig-skin full of ‘ the element by which he
liveth,” suspended by a broad leathern band which he sup-
ports with his forehead and by the strength of his muscular
neck. In front of him he carries an earthenware jug, which
is not intended, as some imagine, to measure the fluid he
sells, but which, alas, he does not himself patronise. It holds
a smaller supply of water to balance the larger vessel, and
the two represent his “load.”

Perhaps ‘‘too much familiarity breeds contempt,” and
having earned his scanty pay, he hastens with it to that
scourge of Mexico, the pulqueria, where he usually succeeds
in “ drowning remembrance of his watery toil.” He has an
odd way of keeping tally with the housewives with whom
he deals. Along with the jars of water he hands them a
small berry, and this at the week’s end is redeemed at the
rate of 1} cents for each.

His antithesis is the pulguero or seller of pulque, who
traffics the national beverage through the streets in large
pig-skins. This he extracts twice a day from
the agave plant. When it begins to put
forth its high central flowering stalk, the
core is cut out and a receptacle left capable of holding three
to four gallons, into which flows the sap which should sup-
port the stalk. This is withdrawn by means of a long gourd
and emptied into the pulguero’s pig-skin. The pulguero
usually wears a cloth jacket and low-crowned sombrero, and
is clean, alert, and businesslike—as, by the way, are most
people who deal in intoxicants |

The
Pulquero.
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The sale of tortillas in the streets is undertaken by the
enchiladera, who is but the ‘‘ middle-woman *’ between the
manufacturer of the Mexican staff of life and
the working classes. A woman will collect
a small army of, say, a dozen assistants, who
manufacture the fortillas, and it falls to the enchiladera to
retail the dainties. She usually establishes herself at the
door of a pulqueria, where she dispenses the pancakes of
maize-flour smoking hot, which she manages to do by
spreading them on a chafing-dish. Sometimes she sells turn-
over fortillas, in shape resembling what in Scotland are
known as ‘‘ Forfar bridies,” and which contain meat and
chilli, or cheese and onions. These she retails at the extra-
ordinary price of two for a cent and a half, and manages to
make a profit out of the transaction !

Other lesser occupations abound. There are, for instance,
the cateiteros, or wooden-tray sellers; the petatero, or seller
of reed mats, at a medio or about threepence apiece, and used
as beds by the very poor, of whom there are sometimes
twenty sleeping in the same room. There are also the jaulero,
or bird-cage sellers; the cedaceros, or sieve sellers; the canas-
teros, or basket sellers; and others who make and carry
articles in huge loads from town to town, manufacturing and
selling them on their way. Then there are the cabazeros,
whose street-cry is ‘“ Good heads of sheep hot | ”’ the cafatero,
or proprietor of a coffee-stand; the velero, or candle seller;
the mereillero, or pedlar of hardware; the #ripero, or vendor
of entrails used as the casing for sausage meat; the pollero,
or chicken seller; the escobero, or broom-corn seller; the
nevero, or ice-cream seller; the mantequero, or lard carrier;
and the pirulero, or seller of piru, a red berry used for feeding
birds. There are men termed lefiadores, whose lifetime is
spent in gathering sticks, from which to manufacture char-
coal; there are women called casureras, whose days are passed
in gathering rags; and there are the lavanderas, or washer-
women, of whom the better class wear a hat over the rebozo,
while the rest go bareheaded.

Tortilla
Sellers.
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Perhaps the most picturesque of the numerous street-
vendors in Mexican cities are the flower and fruit sellers.
The ancient Aztecs had a passion for flowers,
g:ﬁ"e":s‘: and this they have bequeathed to their
present-day representatives in full measure.
The little stalls in the plazas are tastefully and sometimes
lavishly decorated with the wonderful blossoms from the
deep tropical valleys. But, oddly enough, these are seldom
seen in the houses of the upper and middle classes, who appear
to prefer the artificial abominations which, like stuffed birds
and antimacassars, remind one unpleasantly of the unlamented
Victorian age of domestic decoration in our own land.
Flowers fade so quickly in the rarified atmosphere of Mexico,
that this is perhaps the reason for their non-appearance
in the apartments of the capital, except, perhaps, at
dinner-parties and similar functions.

A fair type of the original Aztecs may be found among the
boatmen and women who ply their trade on the Chalco canal,
bringing into the capital flowers and vegetables from the
remains of the floating gardens. The boats are of two kinds:
one resembling a canoe and usually managed by a woman;
the other flat-bottomed, 6 or 8ft. wide, 30 or 40 ft. long,
and capable of carrying the produce belonging to two or
three families. Many of the latter have a cabin in the middle,
which forms the home of the occupants, where they work,
eat, and sleep.

A great deal of vegetable-growing is done in the chinampas,
or floating gardens as they are called. These are formed

1 from mud and vegetable formations either

gla‘;i::g upon the lakes or the canals. On the larger

bodies of water they can be propelled across

the surface by aid of a large pole. On the canals they are

seldom larger than about a quarter of an acre, and some of

them even support fair-sized trees. These gardens are
cultivated the whole year round.

All through the night, every quarter of an hour, is heard
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the shrill whistle of the policeman. The force is well

appointed, and with almost a military organisation, copied

after the French system. The salary is

PZ};:G. $1 a day both for guardas,or day-watchmen,

and serenos, or night-watchmen. The belated

traveller is challenged by the officer as by a sentry with the

cry of Quien va ? (" Who goes there ? ”’) and must promptly

respond Amigo! (“A friend!”). If further questioned, he

must answer to the Donde vive ? or ‘“ Where do you live ? ”

with the name of his hotel or place of lodging. Then he is

allowed to pass; but if the reply should be unsatisfactory,
he is immediately arrested.

Café life, if it is not quite such an institution as in some
European countries, is sufficiently a phase of Mexican exist-

ence to require some description. ““ Sylvani’s ”’

Café Life.  resembles the Café de la Paix in Paris. The

Chapultepec Café, near the entrance to the

park of that name, is the smartest in Mexico city, and is the

resort of the cream of Mexican society on Sundays and high

days. The scheme of the Mexican café, or restaurant of the

better class, is uncompromisingly French. String bands
discourse at most of these places of entertainment.

The cheaper cafés and restaurants, the resorts of the lower
orders, provide cheap but tasty fare, practically every dish
of which is so smothered in chilli sauce as to be almost uneat-
able to any but a native. The surroundings are rather crude
and the service perfunctory, but it is here that one sees a
part of the real Mexico. The dish may be enchiladas, that
is, tortillas containing cheese and onion or meat, served with
radish or salad, and 