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HISTORY OF MEXICO.

CHAPTER 1.

INTERNAL AND FOREIGN COMPLICATIONS.
1861.

ExruvisioN oF Foreror DirLomaTEs—Exiix or Hien EcoLEsiasrics—Rz-
ORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENT — MEASURES oF CONCILIATION —Drp-
FERENCES AMONG THE LIBERALS—FOREIGN RELATIONS INTERRUPTED—
MegTING OF CONGRESS—CHARACTER OF ITS MEMBERS—BENITO JUAREZ
ELEcTED PRESIDENT—REACTIONARY WAR RENEWED—LIBERAL Vio-
TORIES—FINANCIAL DISTRESS AND SUSPENSION OF PAYMENTS— FOREIGN
ProTESTS—TREATY OF INTERVENTION IN LONDON—COURSE OF THE
Uxrrep StaTES AND MEX100—MINISTERIAL CRISIS.

THE coustitutionalists and reformers have won the
victory. The power upheld by the reactionists during
the last three years of horrors is overthrown. It
would seem that Juarez and his fellow-laborers have
a clear field, and an opportunity to plant the institu-
tions to win which so many lives were sacrificed. But
such is not the case. There are innumerable obstacles
yet to overcome before reaching the happy consum-
mation of their hopes.

The reactionary leaders though cast down are not
crushed. Undismayed by reverses, they are still
battling for supremacy under the war-cry, ‘religion
y fueros;’ and to win they will resort to any de-
vice, even to inviting the intervention of European
monarchies to their support. Nor is this the only
difﬁculty the liberal administration has to contend

oL. VL. 1




2 INTERNAL AND FOREIGN COMPLICATIONS.

with. Discordant elements among the liberals them-
selves must be harmonized, old standing abuses erad-
icated, and finances adjusted before the haven of safety
is reached.

The liberal government, therefore, will have not
only to devise the best methods to give the reforms a
firm footing amidst the internal troubles, but likewise
to face the intervention of great military powers so
wickedly called into the family differences—an inter-
vention that with fire and sword and the introduction
of still another disturbing element is to bring the
republic almost to the brink of destruction, though to
rise again victorious, and under the @gis of its liberal
laws, and the guidance of wise and patriotic statesmen,
secure, it is to be hoped, permanent peace, and with
it that moral, intellectual, and material advancement
which will entitle it to a place among the enlightened
nations.

The attitude assumed by the president and his
minister of relations toward the foreign diplomatic .
agents, who had unduly interfered with Mexico’s in-
ternal affairs in their support of the reactionary offi-
cials, was very determined. The Spanish ambassa-
dor, the pope’s legate, and the representatives of
Guatemala and Ecuador were required to leave the
republic. Their dismissal was placed on personal
grounds. Pacheco and -the other two diplomates
denied having violated the laws of neutrality, and de-
clined to be dealt with as.private persons.! The order
as regarded the Ecuador chargé was recalled with an
apology, on the government becoming satisfied that
he had committed no hostile act.?

! Pacheco had so openly and obnoxiously sympathized with the reaction-
ists that the government was fully justified in its action toward him. The
official correspondence and other matter connected therewith may be seen in
Archivo Mex., Col. Ley., v. 414, 51-4, 138-40, 149-50; Leférre, Mex. et
UInterv., 231; Payno, Méx. y el Sr Embajador, 1-98; Cdrtes, Diario Senado,
i. no. 9, 71-2; Id., Diario Cong.,i. ap. 5, no. 4, 93-102; Zamacois, Flist.
Méj., xv. 617-21.

3 Pastor, the chargé, continued accredited near Juarez. Archivo Aler.,
Col. Ley., v. 315-21.




. PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. 8

The archbishop and five bishops were also per-
emptoreigf ordered iinto exile, and the liberal party
approved the ‘president’s course as energetic and
worthy of the occasion. Moreover, the prelates were
most disrespectfully treated by the mob on their ar-
rival at Vera Cruz on the 21st of January, 1861.®2 The
work of reorganizing the government, so as to place it
in consonance with the requirements of the consti-
tution, was begun at once. The president reiterated
his decree of November 6, 1860, for elections, and
fixed the third Sunday in the following April for the
assembling of the second congress under the consti-
tution of 1857. -The time allowed was too short.t’
The organization of political clubs inspired hopes that
the people were aroused, and would take an active and
direct part in the choice of their next president and
legislators. The newspapers® advocated the merits of
their favorite candidates for the executive chair, the
most prominent being Gonzalez Ortega, Juan Antonio
de la Fuente, and Miguel Lerdo de Tejada. Dego-
llado and Uraga also had friends working for their
candidacy. But Benito Juarez, the patriot, full of
courage and faith in the regeneration of his country
under free institutions, was evidently the favorite of
the great majority.®

.® The Spanish minister wrote his government that neither he nor his col-
leagues of Guatemala had received personal violence; but the ecclesiastics
were hooted at and stoned. The mob assented to the papal legate and his au-
ditor departing, but refused to let the others go. However, they remained
unme.ested in the house that had sheltered them till the next day, when they
were transferred to San Juan de Ulia by the local authorities. 4rrangosz,
Méj., ii. 362-4; Cdrtes, Diario Senado, i. no. 9, 81.

$The decree was dated Jan. 11, 1861. Archivo Mez., Col. Ley., v. 27-8.
Many had advocated the idea, which wasabandoned for obvious reasons, that
Juarez should revive the congress that was sitting at the date of Comonfort’s
coup d’état, thus obliterating the period since that event as'if it had never
existed

By the middle of Jan. there were in the capital fourteen political jour-
nals in Spanish, besides one in English, The Mezican Extraordinary, and one
in French, L’Estafeite. A number were issued throughout the republic,
some of them, like the Pdjaro Verde, defending the ﬁefested principles.
Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, v. 378.

¢His bitter reactionary enemies ridiculed his origin and color, made
caricatures of and applied nicknames and epithets tol%:im. The fools had
not sense enough to see that they were thus increasing his popularity.




4 INTERNAL AND FOREIGN COMPLICATIONS.

The political situation was not by any means a
promising one. The man who was to hold the reins
ot government must look well before him. Armed
reaction had been apparently vanquished, but there
remained several disturbing elements which must be
nullified, or at least kept in subordination before the
victory could be called the precursor of a lasting

peace.’
The government in the first flush of victory had

ordered, on the 11th of January, 1861, all the leaders,
aiders, and abetters of the reaction to be tried under
the last law against conspirators, and shot on convic-
tion. The first person brought under it was Mira-
mon’s minister, Isidro Diaz, who had been captured,
as stated elsewhere. It seems that the order for his
execution had been or was on the point of being is-
sued, when Juarez commuted the sentence to five
f'ears’ exile® The liberal party became alarmed on
carning of this action, as they, or at least the most
radical wing of the party, maintained thatit was rank
injustice to show leniency toward those who had com-

T The troublesome elements were: First, the remaining portion of the force
defeated at Calpulalpam; the garrison of the capital disbanded on the preced-
ing christmas night; and the active men of the clerical party. Second, the
constitutional army and the men who rose in arms to restore the constitution
and enforce the reform laws—a very large element that must be prevailed upon
to return quietly to their former social position and vocations. Third, the
states, whose governments during the civil war had habituated themselves to
the exercise of independent sovereignty, incompatible with subordination to
the federal authority. They seemed to be wel{usatisﬁed with this practice,
and it was feared they were disposed to continue it. Fourth, the men with
exaggerated theories on democracy who had been waiting for the triumph of
the liberal arms to attempt putt'm‘g their ideas into practice in the govern-
ment. Fifth, the representatives of interests created by the reforms initiated
in 1856, and which the Tacubaya faction bad injured. Their number as well
as their claims had become quite enlarged. Sixth, the foreign demands re-
sulting from several international questions that had arisen during the last
civil war. Seventh and last, the highsvaymen and other alefactors, who,
under the garb of guerrillas, and by favor of political barnacles, made publio
roads and small towns unsafe, and must be crushed out by the whole power
of the government.

8The late Spanish ambassador, Pacheco, in a speech delivered Nov. 23d,
before the senate at Madrid, accounted for it in & slurring manner, Mira-
mon’s wife, one of whose sisters was Diaz’ betrotbed, called on the ?mident,
and using Pacheco’s own words, ‘ tales fueron sus instancias, y tales fueron
sus siiplicas, y tales fueron sus insultos, y tales fueron los argumentos y me-
dios de que se vali6,” that she obtained the commutation. Cdries, I;uu-b

Senado, i. no. 9, 78.




LENIENCY OF JUAREZ. 5

mitted high political crimes while the man who stole
a horse was sent to the scaffold.’

Juarez resolved that further bloodshed and per-
secution should cease, in all cases where he could
with propriety exercise leniency,” and with that ob-
Jject in view decreed an amnesty early in March, ex-
cepting from its benefits only some of the most prom-
inent men of the fallen party.” But on the 4th of
June a law of outlawry was enacted by congress
against the persons and property of certain reaction-
ist leaders, namely, Zuloaga, Marquez, Cobos, Mejfa,
Juan Vicario, Lindoro Cajiga, and Manuel Lozada,
and a reward of $10,000 was offered for the slaying
of each of them.” The kidnapping and cold-blooded
murder of Ocampo caused the greatest excitement
in and out of congress. Many conservatives were
arrested, and their execution would have followed in
retaliation, but for Juarez’ opposition to sanguinary
measures.” It was only by his force of will that a

?The amnesty, though a limited one, caused the resignation of the minis-
ters. The plan of sending Diaz into exile met with a check. Captain Ald-
ham of the Valorous, at Vera Cruz, in a note to Gov. Gutierrez Zamora, sol-
emnly protested against Diaz’ release, he being concerned in the seizure of
funds from the British legation. Ortega as minister of war directed the com-
mander of the forces at that port to suspend Diaz’ embarkation, holding him
subject to government orders, if necessary in San Juan de Ulda; and Gov.
Zamora was told to assure Capt. Aldham that the government had ordered
the arrest of Diaz and all others who bad offended international law. Indeed,
Zaul ’s and Miramon’s cabinets and other persons were sabjected to trial,
and their property held amenable. Archivo Mez., Col. ., V. 28-7, 65-6,
108-12; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 9; Boletin de Notic., Jan 19, 25,
29, Feb. 7, 1861. Diaz was subsequently tried and acquitted of any partici-
pation in the seizure of the British funds. Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, v. 451,

19 When this policy was first broached, it made a great commotion in the
liberal party, and forced the resignation of Juarez’ ministers, Ocampo,
O g tho Fuspemnem' d be officials who had d

ong those ially excepted were the officials who one inj
or caused H to third parties, and all men guilty of common crimes.J y

1 The act calls them ®execrables asesinos.’ uez, Zul and Caji
were concerned in the execution of Melchor Ocampo at Tepejf del Rio on the
3d of June, 1861. Ocampo’s untimely end was much deplored. He had
travelled abroad, served in both houses of congress; also as governor of
Michoacan and minister of state. He was an unselfish reformer. Diaz, Datos
Bﬁ., MS., 504. Marquez’ band was likewise guilty of shooting Gen. Leandro
Valle, in the Monte de las Cruces. Degollado soon after fell into an ambus-
cade and was slain. Baz, Vida de Juarez, 209; Dublan and Lozano, Leg.
Mez., ix, 219-20, 224, 228-35; Le Trait d’Union, June 10, 15, 1861.

% The diplomatic corps also interceded for the prisoners.
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teign of terror was prevented, for there was hardly
one deputy in the chamber who was opposed to ex-
treme measures.

The amnesty law of March was made more com-
prehensive by a decree of congress, dated November
23, 1861, and published December 2d, which reduced
the number of exceptions, and included in its benefits
all political offences from December 17, 1857.%

The cabinet formed by Juarez, after the resigna-
tion of his former ministers in January 1861, consisted
of Francisco Zarco, of relations; Ignacio Ramirez,
of justice; and Guillermo Prieto, of the treasury.
The portfolio of fomento was held ad interim in the
hands of Zarco. The policy adopted, after a few
hours’ consultation, was that the necessity of the gov-
ernment acting without the pale of the constitution
had ceased to exist. Legal formalities were not,
however, to stand- in the way of the guarantees and
reforms demanded by the national will, and so dearly
won on so many bloody fields.”® The necessity of es-
tablishing order in the several departments of gov-
ernment, particularly in that of the treasury, was
fully recognized. Foreign relations should have the
best attention, international obligations be respected,
and disputed questions settled. The development of

¢ The exceptions were: those who ordered and superintended the massacre
at Tacubaya in April 1859, and the murderers of Melchor Ocampo in June
1861; the Mexican signers of the treaty Mon-Almonte; the parties that
seized the funds that were deposited in the house No. 10 calle de Capuchinas,
in Mexico, placed there to meet she British debt; exiles from the country
under previous decrees; and those not born in Mexico who served the reac-
“tion. These last were to be allowed to quit the country. The amnesty did
not carry with it restoration of rank or honors. Miramon, Defensa de los Min.,
1-221; Proceso Instr. & los minist., in Ramirez, Acus., no. 2, 3-18; Archivo
Mez., Col. Ley., v. 509-10, 641-2, vi, 204, 206-10, 250-5, 644-7; Dublan and
Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 227, 330-2; Buenrostro, Ilist. Sey. Cong. Constituc.,
i. 36-7, 92-103, 162, 180-3; Le Trait d’Union, June 4-10, Dec. 5, 1861;
Leférre, Doc. Ofic. Mazimiliano, i. 49, and note 1; Arellano, Ult. Horas, 20-2.
33 Freedom of education, industry, the press, petition, transit, and the de-
fence of life, liberty, and property bLefore the courts. The reforms decreed
at Vera Cruz, namely, nationalization of mortmain property, freedom of wor-
ship, and independence of church and state were to_be upheld at all hazards.
A most_liberal press law, known since as the ley Zarco, was decreed on the
22d of Feb., 1861.
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industries and commerce, the organization of pPublic
defence, and every other measure conducive to the
welfare of the country would engage the government’s
best care.®

There was a lack of unanimity in the councils of the
chief men of the liberal party. Confusion prevailed,
and the worst symptoms of disorder existed in the sev-
eral states, resulting from having become involved in
the last revolution before they had completed their
constitutional organization. Their governors and
legislatures had been unable to do aught but provide
for the defence of the national government. That
state of things gave birth to an abnormal and arbitrary
régime, martial law ruling even after the overthrow
of the reaction. There were not wanting some
states, like Zacatecas, disposed to ignore the con-
stitution. Some governors had been chosen by
their people; others owed their positions to the gen-
eral government. A number had wielded despotic
powers a long time, and a few even had refused to
publish the reform laws, and to obey the constitution.
Some states had legislatures, and others had not.
The situation was so.complicated that there was only
one man, Juarez, who could overcome so many ob-
stacles, and bring order out of chaos.® He directed
that martial law, wherever existing, should cease, to-
gether with all extraordinary powers of a military
nature granted the governors.”

The government experienced great difficulty from
the decrease of the revenue.on the one hand, and on
the other from the immense claims—resulting from

1¢Thus were epitomized the points embraced in the circular of the min-
ister of relations. Archivo Mez., Col. Ley., v. 77-99.

7 In states where the reaction succumbed before its final defeat at the
capital, attempts were made to restore constitutional order; in others it had
beeﬁ:ecessary to continue the military ruleafter Juarez’ government returned
to Mexico.

1% Rivera assures us that Juarez, without being at all presumptuous, felt
th_e_ consciousness that he was the man for the occasion. Gob. Mez., ii.

7.
. ‘;2Decrees of January 24 and 23, 1861; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mex.,
ix. 22. .
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the war, and the amount of which was even unknown
—which were already being pressed upon the treasury
for settlement.® Several other causes, which it is
needless to enumerate, contributed to the embarrass-
ments of the treasury.

Owing to these disturbances, added to which were
the obstacles thrown in the path of the government
by some state authorities, and the precarious state of
foreign relations, it was almost impossible to restore
the supremacy of law, and to develop the national re-
sources. So many difficulties only served to add
strength to the reactionists, whose numbers were daily
increasing, and necessitated the despatch of large
bodies of troops to keep them in check. It was even
considered perilous that the government should con-
tinue residing in Mexico, Jalisco recommending its
transfer to some second-rate town.®

The liberal party was already divided into reform-
ists and constitutionalists, and between the two was
a third with intermediate ideas, some of whose mem-
bers leaned to the fallen party.® The constitutional-

. ists wanted a strict observance of the constitution;
the reformists demanded a revolutionary policy, look-
ing upon the constitution as the source and motive
power for the onward march. The objections of the
radicals to an absolute authority were only to its ex-
ercise by conservatives.

The elections took place in the mean time. The
gopular suffrage had, till the early part of February,

avored Miguel Lerdo de Tejada in the states of Vera
Cruz, Tabasco, Yucatan, Mexico, and Tamaulipas;
while Chiapas, Oajaca, Guerrero, Jalisco, Nuevo Leon,
and Michoacan had voted for Juarez; and Zacatecas,
San Luis Potosf, Guanajuato, Querétaro, and Aguas-

*The increase was not only in the home debt, but in the foreign, the latter
being caused by the non-payment of interest and the seizure of funds belong-
ing to foreigners.

%1 The proposition was finally rejected by congress. .

7 A new journal now came upon the political arena, defending the most
retrogressive principles, besides censuring and slandering the liberals.
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calientes had shown their preference for Ortega. It
seemed as if fate had ordered that Juarez should have
in his hands for some years longer the destinies of his
country. Lerdo was taken ill at Tacubaya in March,
and died on the 22d, the republic thus losing one of
her most valuable men, who had zealously labored for
political reforms.”

The republic had also the misfortune to lose at the
same time—on the 21st of March—Governor Gutier-
rez Zamora of Vera Cruz, who had been in the last
five years a pillar of strength to the constitutional
party.

Juarez was not well satisfied with Zarco, his minis-
ter of relations in Ogazon’s absence. He was an ex-
cellent journalist, but he seemed to lack the qualifica-
tions ofJ a statesman. He settled some international
questionsin a way that did not suit the public. Heac-
knowledged national responsibility for the affair in the
calle de Capuchinas, and tacitly recognized Jecker’s
claim to $15,000,000.* He was unsuccessful in his
efforts to arrange affairs in the interior, and differed
with the president on some points. As for Prieto,
the financial minister, he declared his inability to find
means for relieving the pecuniary distress, and ad-
mitted that bankruptcy was impending.®

The lack of pecuniary means was not the only
trouble. There was, besides, a lack of morality and
justice, a lack of austere republicanism in many of

% He was, at the time of his death, president of the supreme court. The
highest civic and mili honors to his memory were decreed March 22d.
It was also provided that his son’s education should be in national institutes
free of charge, besides a pecuniary allowance. Mmg state governments
joined in expressions of condolence. Archivo Mex., Col. Ley., v. 619-21;
Boletin Ofic., Apr. 19, 1861. -

% As to the first matter, the law of Oct. 14, 1850, clearly said that govern-
ment responsibility ceased after the bondholders had received their money.
Jecker’s claim consisted of bonds issued by Miramon to obtain funds. The
tacit recognition was, of course, intended to facilitate an arrangement of the
differences with France.

® The situation was unpromising. The total revenue from customs on the
Pacific and 85 per cent of that on the gulf of Mexico were pledged under dip-
lomatic conventions. The states had seized the revenue from stamped paper;
that from postage had almost disappeared.
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those clothed with authority. There was an insecu-
rity on the public roads, as often shown; and one oc-
currence, the attacking and wounding near Orizaba of
Captain Aldham, the commander of the Valorous,
an(f others, while on their way to Vera Cruz, added
other difficulties in the adjustment of differences with
Great Britain.

The bad condition of public affairs caused another
ministerial crisis, beginning with the resignation of
Prieto, who on retiring suggested what he deemed
the only possible means to relieve the financial dis-
tress.® Ortega, minister of war, was succeeded by
Zaragoza. José Marfa Mata, who knew little or
nothing about finances, was placed in charge of the
treasury portfolio.” This change, at the time when
the head of the treasury department needed to be
thoroughly informed of the financial question in order
that he might intelligently reform the maritime and
frontier tariffs, was an unfortunate one. It has been
said that the other ministers were not equal to their
positions, and that but for the fact that their tenure
was considered only provisional, they could not have
escaped rude attacks, such as were directed against
Mata for his measures, chief of which were suspen-
sion of payments, sale at public auction of notes pay-
able to the government, and contracts of a ruinous
character. These attacks were not altogether just,
for the government was in need of means to fight the
reactionists, who were already assuming a dangerous
attitude.”

3 Removal of all encumbrances on the revenue from customs; decrease in
the army expenditure; forbidding the use by state governments of any portion
of the federal revenue. Juarez reduced his own salary from $36,000 to
$30,000, cut down the expenses of the department of relations, decreased the
number of his ministers and their salaries. Méz., Cdd. Reforma, 361-2; Du-
blan and Lozano, Leg. Mex., ix. 140; Mex., Mem. Hacienda, 1870, 1054-8.

¥ The new ministers entered upon their duties respectively on the 13th
and 22d of April. Boletin de Notic., Apr. 9, 23, 24, 1861; Arckivo Mex., Col.
g}ey., v. 629-36, 648, 696-9, 711-12, 724-5, 798-801; Le T'rait d’Union, Apr.

, 10, 11, 1861.

28 Marquez had actually published, on the 16th of March, an order declar-
ing ‘traitors, subject to t{e death penalty, every one serving under Juarez.
8ome reactionists came almost within hailing distance of the capital, 300 of
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I have incidentally referred to existing compli-
cations with foreign powers. Great Britain was send-
ing out a fleet to demand satisfaction for the calle de
Capuchinas robbery. It was rumored that France
amf Spain would take advantage of the political dis-
turbances in the United States, and intervene in
Mexican affairs by force of arms. The northern re-
Klilblic, amidst her troubles, bestowed some attention on

exico, accrediting near Juarez’ government John
Weller as minister plenipotentiary, who was properly
received on the 30th of January. MecLane, the former
minister, also visited Mexico, giving rise to not a
few comments. The Prussian minister likewise recog-
nized the government.”"

New elements for international conflict were gath-
ering. In the latter part of December 1860, the
French war ship Sérieuse demanded reparation for
the maltreatment of the French consul at Tepic, re-
quiring a salute to his flag, a pecuniary compensa-
tion to cover damages, and the imprisonment of the
officer Rojas. Meanwhile she seized as a hostage
a vessel belonging to the government of Sinaloa.
This affair, and the favor shown Miramon by the
French at Vera Cruz, had delayed the recognition of
Dubois de Saligny as French minister. He was, how-
ever, formally received on the 16th of March.

The rumor gained strength, and was indeed a
recognized fact, that European intervention in Mexico
had been agreed upon. Juarez endeavored, by di-
plomacy, to ward off the blow, receiving at a private
audience the British representative, George Matthews;
on the 26th of February the flags of Great Britain and
Mexico were saluted.®
Deas qonte oviient. Riepa Gob, de ey B, G1L1S, - 5o ents weeke

2 The addresses on the reception of the two diplomates, and a letter from
the Prussian minister of Jan. 23d, may be seen in Archivo Mezx., Col. Ley., v.
124, 204-8, 558-61; Boletin de Notic., Feb. 2, 1861.

80The government on the 25th had ordered that the next day at 2 ». M.,

when the British flag was hoisted over that legation, the national flag should
also be shown on all public buildings, as a marked reprobation of the outrage
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The breaking-out of a sectional war in the United
States rendered it easy, as was thought, for Euro
to interfere in Mexico; it certainly added to the diffi-
culties of Juarez’ government. The administration of
President Lincoln sent as its representative a dis-
tinguished citizen, who had on more than one im-
portant occasion shown himself a friend to Mexico,
Thomas Corwin,® who was also to watch the manccuvres
of the rebellious states, which were supposed to be
preparing to act against Mexico, Paso de?li\lorte being
one of the first places menaced. His influence soon
became great, and he used it judiciously.® The con-
federate states did not fail to watch their interests in
Mexico.®

The dismemberment of the United States, it was
justly thought, would certainly bring upon Mexico
European intervention. The hostile ﬁeeling was made
evident on the landing of the new British minister,
Sir Charles L. Wyke, at Vera Cruz, by his haughtily
demanding a salute of fourteen guns instead of eleven
that had been given him there.*

The second constitutional con%ress began its labors
the 9th of May, on which date Juarez made a frank
exposé of the political situation.® Congress and the

committed by the reactionary faction on the 18th of Nov. preceding. Archivo
Mez., Col. Ley., v. 442-5,

81 His reception took place in May. Archivo Mez., Col. Ley., vi. 152-5,
163-6; Le Trait d’Union, May 23, 1861; El Amigo del Pueblo, May 10, 1861;
see also Secretary Seward’s despatch quoted in Arrangoiz, Mé., ii. 387-9.

22 As an instance: at his request &exico ted permission for U. 8.
troo;l to land at Guaymas, and by the most direct routes march to Arizona.
U. 8. Gowt Doc., Cong. 39, Ses. 1, Mex. Affairs, i. 7; /d., Sen., 17.

3 Their agent, Pickett, came to residein Vera Cruz. Le T'rait d'Union, July
6, 1861. On the 22d of May, Robert Toombs, secretary of the seceded states,
sent & commissioner named Quintero to Vidaurri, governor of Nuevo Leon,
with letters in which he spoke of expeditions being fitted out in Nuevo Leon
and Coahuila against Texas, and manifesting a desire for friendly relations,
etc. He said that an agent had been despatched to the city of Mexico.
Vidaurri answered Quintero July 1st, disclaiming authority to hold diplomatic
relations; but in view of the abnormal state of affairs, assured Quintero there
was no foundation for the report on hostile expeditions, and that he was
equa.lgl:ctuated by friendly feelings. La Estrella de Occid., Aug. 30, 1861.

* His public reception took place in May.

% He assumed the responsibility of all his measures from the time he first
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cabinet soon had disagreements, and the ministers
tendered their resignations, which were not at once
accepted. The president concluded, however, that he
would have a parliamentary ministry, and lost no time
in making the appointments, the only member of the
former cabinet retained being Zaragoza. The new
ministers were Leon Guzman, of relations, and Joa-
quin Ruiz, of justice. The treasury remained without
a head, it being difficult to get a competent man

willing to accept the position. It was finally in-

trusted to José M. Castafios.® This cabinet was for-

tunate in that everything was done to aid it, meeting

with no systematic opposition even from the press;

and yet, owing to the overwhelming evils, it accom-

plished little.

It may be well to explain the character of the new
congress. The members were most of them liberal
and progressive; many were young and inexperienced ;
all had faith in the country, and in free institutions.
There was a haughty independence displayed. Hence
their occasional opposition to the executive when he
was endeavoring to surround himself with energetic
and influential men. But that opposition, though
unjust, was useful, and certainly more respectable
than the servility of former congresses. The result
was that the executive and his counsellors pursued
as closely as they could the policy outlined by the
people’s representatives. In this chamber began to
figure young Ignacio Manuel Altamirano, deputy from
Guerrero, of pure Indian blood, full of talent and fiery
eloquence, who soon made his mark by the beauty

established his government at Guanajuato in 1858; expressed the wish that
the work of reform should go on; spoke of the foreign complications, of which
the reactionists were taking advantage; of the government’s penury, express-
ing his belief that the only remedy would be to give full effect to the nation-
alization of mortmain property. Archivo Mez., Col. Ley., vi. 119-85; Buen-
rostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., 17-22; Buz, Vida de Juarez, 195-203.

%6 Castafios was & man of liberal ideas and well-known uprightness. Guz-
man was & firm liberal, and free to condemn abuses of power. He had
belonged to the congress of 1857; Ruiz had not always advocated radical
principles, but was learned, and had sincerely ted the reform laws. Za-
fagoza was a true patriot, much valued for his sterling character.
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of his speech and the impetuousness of his thinking.
With him also occupied gfstinguished positions Por-
firio Diaz, Buenrostro, Alfredo Chavero, José V. Baz,
Francisco Hernandez, and others.”

Among the first acts of the congress was, after a
warm debate that followed the reading of a commu-
nication from Comonfort, to declare that he ceased to
be president on the 17th of December, 1857. Com-
pellation in addressing authorities and corporations,
heretofore entitled thercto, was suppressed.®

The reactionary party continued its work, and armed
arties were committing hostilities in various locali-
ties. Mejfa, who was again in his lair in the sierra
of Querétaro, defeated Colonel Escobedo, and aug-
mented the number of his followers. Guadarrama
and Tovar were roving and robbing in Jalisco. IL.o-
zada, the robber chief of the sierra of Alica, looked
on the government with contempt, though occasion-
ally manifesting a disposition to recognize it; but
always did as he (flea.sed. A ﬁarty of guerrillas
attacked Tasco and shot the British vice-consul.
There was a plan to constitute a Sierra Madre re-
public.

A strong column of the three arms sent to Puebla
under Zaragoza to check reactionary movements was
received with a marked coldness,® and it was even
feared that some officers who had been mustered out
of service would make a disturbance.

The clergy showed their opposition. An objec-

%7 The members of this congress took no cath; they made a protestation to
do their duty faithfully. This of itself was a sanction of one of the reforms.

8 This law was reiterated July 18, 1871. In the investigation of charges
against officials that took part in the coup d’état of 1857, Juan José Baz
was unanimously acquitted; but the ex-minister Payno was condemned in
July, almost by acclamation. Rivera, Gob. de Méz., ii. 616; Baz, Vida de Juarez,
207-8; Buenrostro, Hist. Seq. Cong. Constituc., i. 138-9, 147-52; Id., liist.
Prim. y Seg. Cong., nos 48-51, 64-7; Le Trait d’Union, July 24, 1861; Méz.,
Derecho Intern., 3d pt, 1162-3.

3% A part of that expedition was the Oajaca brigade. The object was to
force Gen. Felipe Chacon, who was still in arms, to submit. Chacon sur-
tl'ix(l)(_l.ering, the city was occupied without resistance. Diaz, Datos Biog., MS.,

1.
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tionable pastoral from the diocese of Puebla caused
the exile of two canons. In many towns the priests
forbade the reading of Pizarro’s political catechism,
~ which the government had declared a text-book.*

The conduct of the clerical party became so alarming
that congress at last created a committee of safety,
clothed with ample powers, and the president was
authorized on the 7th of June to suspend personal
rights.® .

Zuloaga, who had escaped from Mexico, to which
place he had quietly gone before Miramon’s downfgll,
had joined Cobos and Vicario, and with over 1,000
men came as near as Cuernavaca. He now called
himself president, and appointed a cabinet, with Vi-
cario, Miranda, Olavarria, and Marcelino Cobos as
his ministers.? Marquez and Mejfa were defeated by
Degollado on the 2d of March at Las Guayabitas.
Lozada was routed in his stronghold, but showed no
signs of yielding. Toward the end of March a pro-
nunciamiento at Tampico was defeated and the lead-
ers were shot.® Marquez with his reactionists at- -
tempted the capture of Querétaro, but was driven
away by the timely arrival of the liberal general An-
tillon.

The regions of Mexico, Puebla, San Luis Potosi,
and other places were overrun by hostile forces. The
executions of Degollado and Valle, the latter of whom
had been captured on the 23d of June, stirred the
liberals. The government seemed to experience a
shock as from a galvanic battery. Martial law, per-
manent courts-martial, quick trials and punishments,
and other violent proceedings were urgently demanded,

% There were, besides, constant bickerings between the parish priests and
governors on the civil registration law.

“That law was repealed, except as regarded political offenders, by de-
cree of Oct. 12, 1861.

2 Boletin de Notic., Jan. 3, 7, 1861; Le Trait d’Union, Feb. 7, 1861; Ri-
vera, Hist. Jalapa, v, 387.

4 Boletin de Notic., Jan. 13 to Apr. 3, 18, l861,}gasaim; Le T'rait &’ Union,
Feb. 16 to March 30, 1861, passim; El Amigo del Pueblo, March 2 to Apr. 4,
1861; Cuad. Sindpt., in Vega Doc., 4.
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and many reactionists were imprisoned. The district
of Mexico was placed under martial law, and Juan J.
. Baz appointed governor. Generals Parrodi, Uraga,
and Rosas Landa were given commands. The re-
actionists under Leonardo Marquez actually invaded
the capital, reaching San Cosme and San Fernando.
At the moment of the invasion, congress was sit-
ting, and the president, Blas Balcdrcel requested the
representatives not to forsake their post. Colonel
Porfirio Diaz was permitted, however, at his own re-
quest, to leave the chamber for the purpose of aidin
in the defence, and in a few moments joined his olg
comrades of Oajaca at the corner of San Fernando,
where a stout resistance was being made by Ignacio
Mejfa’s brigade. He arrived just as Mejia was send-
ing to the hospital wounded his last field-officer.
After severe fighting the enemy was driven away,“
fleeing in disorder by the place where the railroad
station now is, and along the whole length of the San
Cosme causeway. Thus ended the attempt of Mar-
quez, who was pursued by cavalry several miles in the
valley. The next day Diaz was placed in charge of
the brigade, Mejfa being ill, and ordered to join Or-
- tega’s command, to pursue the rebels who had gone to
the south of Mexico. After marching and counter-
marching about two months, the liberal force came up
with the enemy. Diaz and others were directed to
keep their attention occupied, while a strong column
of 4,000 men struck the blow. Diaz surprised Mar-
quez in the town of Jalatlaco on the 13th of August,
between 10 and 11 o’clock at night, and after some
hours’ fighting, routed him, capturing his artillery and

baggage trains.®
everal undecisive fights occurred between liberals
¢ His last stand had been in the plazuela of Buenavista. Diaz, Datos Biog.,
MS,, 1434.
#7¢ is understood that Marquez’ army was of nearly 4,000 men and 14
enerals., This victory had a mort encou g effect among the liberals, who
Eniled it as a forerunner of future trium Rivera, Gob. de Méz., ii. 622;
Diaz, Datos Biog., MS., 145-7; Le Trait &' Union, Aug. 16-26, 1861; Ortega,
Parte de la Jornada de Jalatlaco, 1-8. )
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and reactionists, among which may be mentioned
those of Tecali in Puebla, Huisquilucan, and Calpulal-
pam in Mexico. Marquez attacked San Luis Potosi,
and was repulsed. He then overran Aguascalientes
and Zacatecas. But on the 20th of October the joint

forces of Marquez and Mcjia were signally defeated

at Pachuca by generals Tapia and Porfirio Diaz, and
they fled by way of Mineral del Monte.*

The government asked congress for power to raise
one million dollars on title deeds of national property
at two per centum discount monthly, and to suspend
payments to creditors of the treasury for one year,
excepting those of the conducta seized at Laguna Seca,
and of the diplomatic conventions; but in regard to
these latter, the chamber resolved that the govern-
ment should order their suspension. This event
caused great public alarm.

The presidential election, which took place in March,
did not at first exhibit an absolute majority, and the
congress postponed its decision till the 11th of the
following June, when Juarez was declared to be the
president of the republic.¥ The formal inauguration
took place on the 15th. His title to the executive
office ‘was fully recognized. The centre of union dur-
ing the civil war, he now became the chief of the lib-
eral party, and the representative of legitimate au-
thority and progress. And yet he found great diffi-
culty to organize a cabinet, that presided over by
Guzman having resigned because of congressional oppo-
sition. Doblado was called to form a new ministry,

4 This victory was so important that con voted the victors a medal
of honor. Buenrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., ii. 38; Archivo Mezx., Col.
Ley., vi. 602-3, 619-21; Detalle de la Accion, 1-74; Le Trait ' Union, Oct.

2 to Nov. 5, 1861. Tapia’s troops, on their return to Mexico, were tho ob-
jects of a great popular ovation. The generals received high praise. Diaz,
Datos Diog., MS., 149.

11t was noticeable that the declaration had only a majority of six votes.
Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mex., ix. 233; Archivo Mex., Co!. Ley., vi. 236-48;
Buenrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., i. 70, 132-5; Boletiz de Notic., March
27, 18681; Le Trait d’Union, Feb. 6 to June 20, 1801; Li 4dmiyo dc! Pueblo,

June 15, 1861.
Hier. MEX,, VOL. VI. 2
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but he would not assume the charge. Tocomplete the
government’s organization, congress, voting by depu-
tations, chose General Jesus élc;nzalez Ortega presi-
dent of the supreme court, so as to be prepared for
emergencies that might suddenly occur. This uncon-
stitutional election was effected in disregard of the
objections adduced by some deputies. When the re-
actionary bands were actively depredating in all direc-
tions, this congress, which only one month previously
had set a price upon the heads of their principal chiefs,
and while the blood-stains of Ocampo, Degollado, and
Valle were still fresh, and the smoke of many burning
towns had not entirely disappeared, began to discuss
the expediency of a political amnesty, against which
Deputy Altamirano delivered a powerful speech. The
campaign against the reactionists engaged the whole
attention of the government; other important affairs
being allowed to rest until a signal victory should
again crown Gonzalez Ortega’s operations. Minis-
terial crises had become a chronic malady. After
many proposed candidatures, Juarez formed another
cabinet on the 13th of July.* It wasa bad sign that
a considerable portion of the congress voted against
the choice of Zamacona and DBalcircel. The new
ministry stated beforehand its policy, and its first
act was to propose a law for the suspension dur-
ing two years of payments, including those amounts
assigned to meet the British debt and the foreign con-
ventions. The law was almost unanimously passed
by congress in secret session on the 17th of July,
which was met with the protests of France and Spain.*

4 Manuel M. Zamacona, minister of relations; Blas Balcircel, of fomento;
Joaquin Ruiz retained the portfolio of justice, and took charge also of the one
of government; Zaragoza continued as secretary of war; and Higinio Mufiez,
an old treasury oflicial, but new in the political field, became the Lead of the
financial department. It will be well to observe that congress on the 12th
of June had decreed there should be six ministers of state, thus reviving the
portfolios of government and fomento. Archivo MMex., Col. Ley., vi. 280-1,
283, 203-310; Dublan and Lozano, Ley. Mezx., ix, 233; Le 1'rait I’ Union, June
19, July 9-19, 1861, passim; Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, v. 443-4.

# July 24th Saligny protested for France and Spain against the law. The
Spanish government approved the protest. In a despatch of Sept. 11th to




TROUBLES WITH FRANCE. 1

In adopting the suspension plan, the cabinet acted on
the idea that it would lead to the establishment of
order, morality, and economy. Still the act of includ-
ing in the suspension the obligations toward foreign
nations could but excite further ill feeling on their
part, and consequent troybles, particularly as no
friendly explanations with the cre(ﬁtors had preceded
it. ad Zamacona’s advice been followed, harsh
Erotests and overt acts from the French might have

een averted, for the amount of their claims was insig-
pificant. A casual event came at this time to further
embroil the foreign relations. During the popu-
lar celebration of the victory of Jalatlaco, a pistol-
bullet struck near Dubois de Saligny at the French
legation, which he tried to make out an attempt to
assassinate him.** The diplomatic corps took the
matter in hand, the United States minister being
chosen to bring it to the attention of the government.
A thorough judicial inquiry was ordere§ and made,
and the result was that no attempt had been made
against Saligny’s life.®* Be it as it may, he used the
incident to bring about a suspension of diplomatic re-
lations.

The disposition of French diplomates to pick quar-
rels with Mexico on merely personal grounds was
not new with Saligny. In May 1845 Baron Alleye
de Cyprey, French minister, made a diplomatic affair
out of an insignificant occurrence, in which he and
his secretary of legation were mixed up, at the bath-

-ing-place for horses called Las Delicias. Both he
the captain-general of Cuba, the Spanish minister of state, Calderon Collantes,
resents his views on the instructions to be given the commander of the naval
orce that was to be sent to the Mexican coast to demand satisfaction for the
expulsion of Pacheco and settlement of pecuniary claims. The despatch
clearly indicates that the Spanish and French governments were on the point

of an agreement for joint action against Mexico with England’s coiperation.
Cortes, Diario Cong., vi. ap. 1, no. 133, 1-3; Id., Senado, ii. ap. no. 85,
1-3

80 Arrangoiz, Méj., ii. 398, has it that the populace, in passing Saligny’s
house with bands of music, cried out, ¢ Mueran E; franceses, muera el ministro
de Francia,” which lasted 10 or 15 minutes without the police attempting
even to check it. :

51 Testimonio Averig. Practicada, 1-40,

N
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and the secretary were unceremoniously treated by
the owner of the baths, as well as by a mob, for their
{)ompous assumptions. He asserted that certain pub-
ic officers, though knowing his diplomatic position,
had refused to extend to him the proper recognition.
Whereupon he called for the peremptory punishment
of the officers and others ‘concerned. The whole af-
fair was ridiculous, and the Mexican government
could not accede to the preposterous demands. The
press ridiculed Cyprey’s pretensions. He then picked
a quarrel with one of the alcaldes of the capital, to
whom he attributed the writings, and on being re-
quired to give satisfaction on the field of honor, which
he had promised to do, found a pretext to back out of
it. Finally, not obtaining what he had insisted on
from the government, he demanded his passports,
which were sent, and he left the country.®

The secretary of the treasury could discover no way
of obtaining the much needed resources, unless it was
that of farming out the yield of the maritime eustoms
at $400,000 monthly, and if this sum could not be
got, then a forced loan every month must be resorted
to. The merchants represented to the minister that
his plan was not feasible, and therefore he must find
some other means.® The difficulties induced the per-
manent committee of congress, of which Sebastian
Lerdo de Tejada was chairman, to call an extra ses-
sion of the chamber, the ordinary one having been

“closed on the 31st of July.* Congress met on the
2The government endeavored to dissuade him from breaking off relations,
assuring him of its friendliness, both to I'rance and himself; but finding him
resolved to leave, gave strict orders to prevent all insults on his journey to
the port. AMcx., Suceso Ocurrido, in Méx., Mem. Min. Relaciones, ii. no. 2, pp.
i.-v. and 1-207; Bustamante, Mem. Hist. Mez., MS., ii. 106-13, 210-12, 225
-32, iii. 3, 4-11, 51, 59-65, 112-13; Id., Nuevo Bernal Diaz, i. 55-9, 734;
Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, iii. 716-19. The correspondence on the duel partof the
affair between the seconds is fully given in both French and Spanish, in
Alleye de Cyprey, Docum., 1-11.

9 The estimate for the fiscal year, from Sept. 1st, had been fixed under the
law of July 17th, at nearly 84 million dollars. Archivo Mex., Col. Ley., vi.
457-500.

% The summons was on the 2Ist of August for the 30th of the same
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appointed day. The public could not see the use of
an extra session when the executive was clothed with
extraordinary powers; and indeed, no beneficial meas-
ure was adopted; on the contrary, a considerable
number of the members did their utmost to develop
ill feeling and create greater alarm.® In view of the
hostile attitude of Europe,® Juarez gave orders to
strengthen Vera Cruz and Tampico.

Alwmonte encouraged his fellow-reactionists that
inside of two months he would be in the waters of
Mexico with the European naval forces. Next came
the news that on the 31st of October had been signed
in London a convention, by Great Britain, France,
and Spain, for a joint intervention in Mexican affairs.
Toward the end of November, diplomatic relations
with France and England had ceased, after congress
had revoked the suspension law of July 17th.” The
three allied powers had at first agreed upon the occu-
pation by their forces of Vera Cruz, for the purpose
of securing reparation of injuries and damages sus-
tained by their subjects at the hands of Mexican
authorities, and the fulfilment of prior obligations
contracted by Mexico with those powers—nothing
more.® The United States, having arso claims against

month. Buenrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., i. 228-34; Archivo Mezx., Col.
Ley., vi. 534-9; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 202-3.

% Fifty-one of the numbers in their capacity as citizens addressed Juarez,
with a request that he should surrender the executive authority. Fifty-twe
others asked him to hold ou to his position; and the rest of the deputies were
of the opinion that both petitions were ‘ indebidas,” or out of place. The gov-
ernors and legislatures, and the greater part of the press, censured the course
of the 51. The states of Zacatecas and San Luis signitied their intention to
recognize no authority not emanating from the constitution; and if any
sach went into power, they would resume their sovereignty. Buenrostro, Hist.
_l_’zréz y Seg. Cong., nos 60-3, 464-71, 493-9, 506-8; nos 68-71, 714-16, 718,
723-4.

. ¢ Napoleon had, after some hesitancy, and in spite of the friends of foreign
intervention in Mexico, received La Fuente as minister of the republic; but
the latter wrote his %overnment, on the 4th of September, a despatch received
on the 8th of Oct., that he had attempted to give explanations on the decree
of July 17th, suspending payments, to the minister of foreign affairs, who re-
fused to listen to him, saying that Saligny’s conduct had been approved, and
in accord with England, ‘se iban 4 enviar 4 las costas de Méjico buques de
guerra, 4 exigir una satisfaccion.’

% The decree bore date of Nov. 26th, and provided for the payment of the
foreign obligations. Archivo Mex., Col. Ley., vi. 636-7.

% Art. 3 declared that the forces were not to be used for any other pur-
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Mexico, was to be invited to join them; but no delay
was to be allowed in carrying out the objects of the
convention. This did not meet the views of the
French and Spanish cabinets. They had ulterior
projects, and the clauses favoring Mexican indepen-
dence of action as to the form of government had been
placed there merely to calm the scruples of the Brit-
1sh minister of foreign affairs. They finally, by as-
suring him that they had good reasons to believe the
Mexicans themselves would ask as a special favor a
moral support that could not be denied them, obtained
from the minister the suppression of the troublesome
clauses, in order not to discourage the national move-
ment, which as Billault, the French minister, said,
the French and Spanish governments were awaiting to
attempt the organization of a government in Mexico
suited to monarchical ideas.®

The clause to invite the United States to act jointly
with the other powers was insisted on by the British
foreign office, and acceded to by France and Spain,
though the last named would not renounce her full
freedom of action to deal with Mexico on the questions
at issue between them; for she claimed that her
grievances were of a more serious nature than those
of the others, which were merely pecuniary, and in-
volved redress for the murder of her subjects and the
dismissal of her ambassador. The United States,
supposing at first that only England and France had
intended a hostile demonstration against Mexico to
recover moneys due, offered to pay them the interest
accrued for a certain time,” and on being apprised

pose; they were specially to abstain from all intervention in the internal
affairs of the republic. Art. 4 said that neither of the contracting partics
was to make any territorial acquisition in Mexico or endeavor to gain any
special advantage; they were not to exercise any influence in the interual
atfairs of Mexico, nor to restrict her right to choose and establish the form of
government she might think proper. Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 80-5.

% The insidious langunage of the despatch of Oct. 22, 1861, from Calderon
Collantes, minister of foreign affairs of Spain, to the Spanish ambassador in
London, fully confirms the above view. Lefévre, Doc. Ufic. Mazximiliano, i.
87-93; Niox, Lxpéd. du Mex., 30-2. L

60 Their minister, Corwin, on the 27th of Sept., received instructions, which
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that Spain would also take part in the dewonstration,
extended the same offer to her. But Calderon Co-
llantes, on the 16th of November, said to the Spanish
minister at Washington that Spain, together with
England and France, wanted the codperation of the
United States, in order that their collective action
might have the desired effect of securing future safety
to the subjects and interests of the three powers.
Secretary Seward said on the 14th of October to
Schurz, United States minister at Madrid, that the
president had understood that neither of the three
powers alleging grievances would, in their hostile
action against Mexico, go beyond obtaining satisfac-
tion for those grievances, as they had no intent to ac-

uire territory, or of affecting the political status of

Iexico, to which the United States could oppose no
objection. Still, whether Spain acted alone or jointly
with the others, the president expected that the ut-
most care should be had not to molest United States
citizens in Mexico or their interests, nor affect the in-
terests of the United States government in territories
contiguous to the seat of war. With such an object
the United States would keep a naval force whereso-
ever a conflict might occur.

The convention of October 31st did not stipulate
the land and naval force each nation was to employ;
it left to the United States the option to act jointly
with the other powers if that government felt inclined,
and limited their action, neither of them being al-
lowed to appropriate any portion of Mexican territory,
or.obtain any special advantage, or to influence the
people of Mexico to choose any particular form of
government. Nothing was therein contained as to
which of the powers should have the lead of affairs on
the operating ground.®

Secc. Seward had verbally communicated to Lord Lyons, British minister at
‘Washington, to bind the U. 8. to pay two years’ interest on all Mexico’s for-
eign indcbieduess, which amounts were to be secured by mortgzze ¢a certain
Mexicun territory. But as an hypothecation of territory would have been
practically equivaleut to a cession of it, Jaarez declined.

% The convention consists of a preambic and five articles, the former set-
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The United States, on receiving the invitation to
cooperate with the three powers in carrying out that
convention, declined to join them. Seward’s reply on
the 4th of December stated that his government had
some grievances against Mexico, but the president
could not see that a redress of them could be then
obtained through that convention.®? Seward further
advised the ministers of the three leagued powers that
the United States would maintain a competent naval
force in the gulf of Mexico to protect their citizens
and interests; and that their minister in Mexico would
be authorized to seek such conferences with the bel-
ligerents as might guard either of them against inad-
vertent injury to the just rights of the United States,
if any such should be endangered.

Early in November news reached Vera Cruz of the
preparations made in Habana for the Spanish military
expedition that was to consist of five or six thousand
troops, and fifteen or sixteen war vessels.® A threat-
ening demonstration of this nature made it, of course,
the chief and only matter to be considered, that of
arranging, if possible, the foreign difficulties. Little
hope could be entertained in view of the hostile
spirit manifested by the European allies, and there
was nothing left for Mexico to do but to procure
means and prepare for defence.® Orders were given

ting forth its purport, namely, to exact from the Mexican authorities an effi-
cient protection for the persons and interests of their subjects in Mexico, and
a fuliilment of obligations assumed. Niox, Erpéd. du Mex., 32-3, 720-30;
Lefivre, Le Mexique ¢t Ulnterv., 298-303; Buenrostro, Hlist. Seg. Cong. Con-
stitiee., 1. 1005 Ferrer, Cuest. de Méx., 628-31; Mexique, L'Interv. Francaise,
39-49; Arrangoiz, Méj., ii. 427-9; Derecho Intern. Mex., 1st pt, 692-9.

63 1st. The U. S. would not deviate from their established policy of avoiding
entangling alliances; 2d. Mexico being a neighbor with institutions similar to
those of the U. 8., the latter was friendly to her, and felt a deep interest in
her safety, welfare, and prosperity; and therefore would not resort to coer-
cive measures to obtzin a redress of grievances, much less now that Mexico
was suflering from inicstics dissension, and was, besides, threatencd with a
foreizn war; 3d. The U. S. had made through their minister a tender of pe-
cuniary aid to Mexico to enable her to satisfy her foreign claimants, subject,
of course, to the acceptance of Mexico and the sanction of the U. S. senate.

8 France had been for some time shipping war material for her naval force
in Mexican waters.

8 The ultimate design of those powers was not now well understood in
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at first to strengthen Vera Cruz and San Juan de
Ulda; but as science and experience alike had taught
that Ulda could not resist a serious attack, and Vera
Cruz was nothing without the fortress, it was resolved
to remove the artillery from the castle before the
Spanish fleet should arrive, and it was partly done.®>
Juarez succeeded in having a convention concluded
on the 21st of November, between his minister of
foreign affairs and Sir Charles L. Wyke, arranging
every question at issue between the two nations,
chiefly that which had resulted from the law for the
suspension of payments.® Nothing came of this im-
portant agreement, however, for though it satisfied
just demands, and involved no heavy sacrifices, con-
gress disapproved it, and it fell to the ground, notwith-
standing the remonstrances of Minister Zamacona
with the president’s approval.¥ President Juarez

Mexico. Some thought it was merely financial; others that it was political;
and there were also a few who believed it intended to carry out the late
British chargé’s plan of a compromise between the contending parties. The
fact was, that the powers had concluded, in the event of an impossibility aris-
ing from anarchy, to obtain redress by the mere occupation of the coast,
that the forces might also occupy even the capital; and should the Mexicans
of their own volition call for a European protectorate to eradicate tyranny,
or to erect a stable government, France, E?ngland. and Spain would jointly
cotperate to bring about their wishes. On the other hand, Juarez had been
assurcl by President Lincoln that on the landing of European soldiers on
Mexican territory the U. 8. government would render Mexico such aid as it
coulil afford.

& Fifty brass pieces were taken away and utilized elsewhere. There were
left, however, 100 pieces, and a large supply of other war material. Zamacois,
Hist. M(j., xv. 824-5; Cdries, Diario Senado, ii. ap. no. 83, 55-6; Id., Con-
greso, vi. ap. i. no. 138, 53.

6 Previous conventions were declared o be in force, and new debts not
included in them were recognized in the present ome. Great Britain was
authorized to have inspectors in the maritime custom-houses, and British
cousuls and the agents of tho creditors were given the right of examining
the books of those custom-houses. Efforts were made to induce Monsieur de
Saligny to enter into similar arrangerocnts, but he declined all proposals, and
insisted on maintaining the interruption of diplomatic relations and quitting
tie republic. Rivera, Gob. de Méx., ii. 625; Cdrtes, Diario Senado, ii. ap.
no. 85, 19-22; Cdrtes, Diario Cong., vi. ap. i. no. 133, 19-23,

7 Zamacona represented to the chamber on the 25th’ of Nov. that in en-
tering upon that arrangement the administration had obeyed the popular
will, which had clamored for ‘Transaccion con la Inglaterra y con la I'ran-
cia.’ Under it, the British minister, instead of making preparations for
departure, wonld have tendered Mexico the moral support of his country in
ber progressive policy; and whatever influence that might have on the future
action of France and Spain, Mexico would appear before the world giving
her hand to her two naturalallies, Eugland and the U, 8., the latter of whom
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insisted on the convention being ratified, but to be
again repulsed; and then the American minister re-
tired the proposals he had made, which would have
facilitated the arrangement of the foreign demands.®
The persistence of congress brought on a ministerial
crisis early in December, which the president could
not avert, though he tried to retain Zaragoza, Bal-
cércel, and Gonzalez Echeverria, the last named hav-
ing had the treasury in his charge only a few days.
Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada, who had caused the crisis,
was called on to form a cabinet, but declined, not be-
ing in accord with the president’s policy.

The threatening attitude of foreign powers being
now certain, several reactionary chiefs presented them-
selves to the government and tendered their services.
Awmong them were Negrete, Velez, Argiiellez, and
others.® After a few (%:ys’ reflection, Manuel Do-
blado, from whose patriotism and ability the country
had great expectations, accepted the charge of rela-
tions, with the presidency of the cabinet.” There
being a perfect accord of views between the president

had offered Mexico pecuniary means to cover during some years mot only
the obligations assumed in the British treaty, but all other international
ones. The minister went into other details; but it all availed nothing; the
clause of intervention in the custom-houses, without which guarantce the
treaty would not have been entered into by England, was unacceptable to
the representatives. The consequences were fatal. Zamacona resigned his
position. His representation to congress aud letters of resignation aro given
in full in Zamacoss, Hist. Méj., xv. 1043-59; Ferrer, Cuest. de Mex., 637-9.
All further Froceedings of conciliation were in vain; the British and French
ministers left Mexico, the subjects of their nations as well as the Spaniards
being left under the protection of the Prussian minister.

6 He made, however, on tho 11th of Dec., two conventions, one being
sostal, and the other for the extradition of criminals, excluding from surren-

er persons accused of political offences, and slaves. Archivo Mez., Col. Ley.,
vi. 666; Derecho Intern. Mezx., 18t pt, 277-83.

e Zuloa(fn still claimed the presidency, had a cabinet, appointed governors,
and wanted to collect taxes. Le Trait d'Union, Dec. 9, 1861; Rivera, Gob.
de Méx., ii. 626,

10 The ministry was constituted as follows: Doblado, minister of relations
and of government—this last again suppressed by decree of Dec. 16th; Ramon
I. Alcaraz, oficial mayor, of justice pro tem. to Dec. 25th, when Jesus Terdn
became the minister; Echeverrfa, of hacienda; Zaragoza, of war till Dec. 22d,
when succeeded by Pedro Hinojosa; Doblado, of fomento till the 16th of De-
cember, when the djpa.rtment was merged in that of justice. Le Traitd’Union,
Dec. 223, 27, 1861; Archivo Mez., Col. Ley., vi. 672; Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, v.

70-2.
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and Doblado, and the latter being on good terms with
the congress, he asked of it extraordinary powers,
which were granted at once without other restrictions
than that every measure of the government should be
directed to the preservation of the national indepen-
dence and institutions, as well as of the reform laws.™
Lerdo and his followers had insisted on the executive
submitting to the approval of congress all action he
might take in the fgreign relations; but they were
defeated. Congress closed its session on the 15th of
December.
71 Decree of Dec. 11th. Archivo Mez., Col. Le-, Vi 635,
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SpanisE OcocuraTioN OF VERA CrUz—AcCTION oF TEHE MEXICAN GOVERN-
MENT—ARRIVAL OF THE FRENCH AND BrITISH FORCES—ALLIED FLENI-
POTENTIARIES AND THEIR DIFFERENCES—JOINT ADDRESS TO THE M EXICANS
—PECUNIARY CLAIMS AGAINST MEX1CO — NEGOTIATIONS WITH JUAREZ'
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IARDS AND BritisH REEMBARK—THE FrRENCH THROW OFF THE Mask—
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THE invasion so long apprehended comes at last.
Mexico, after having by alimost superhuman efforts
nearly brought to an end all opposition to her advance-
went in the scale of nations, is now to be checked by the
active interference of powerful European monarchies

riding themseclves upon their high civilization. On
the pretext of collecting money claims, and of demand-
ing reparation of alleged grievances, to all of which
the liberal government would have done justice in due
time, they come to the aid of a corrupt party opposed
to all progress. Two of the offenders, it is true, for
their own special reasons, abandon the enterprise soon
after its inception; but they should not be permitted
to shake off' their share of responsibility for the en-
couragement they gave the third one to pursue the
work of destroying Mexico’s free republican institu-
tious, nor for the sad catastrophe that followed the
failure to set up within her borders a monarchial

government.
(28)
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The invasion decreed by the three European powers
became a fact on the 14th of December, 1861, when
a Spanish fleet, commanded by the jefe de escuadra,
Joaquin Gutierrez de Rubalcaba, aud conveying an
army of occupation, sailed into and without resistance
took possession of the port of Vera Cruz.! General
Gasset, commanding the land forces, occupied the city
on the 17th, proclaiming martial law, and issuing a
manifesto of a hostile nature; after which he assumed
full control of the place, the ayuntamiento, which was
the only authority left in it, having to submit to the
force of circumstances.? Gasset’s manifesto stated
that he would hold the city in the name of the
Spanish queen till the arrival of the commissioners of
the powers to the London tripartite arrangement.

This act of Spain caused the utmwost irritation in
Mesico. The government, and particularly Doblado,
displayed great activity. Gencral Zaragoza started
from Mexico with 3,000 men; and, notwithstanding
the embroiled condition of affairs in the interior states
from local issues as well as reactionary warfare, forces
began coming from them to the capital. Juarezissued

! The fleet consisted of six frigates, six large war steamers, two war trans-
rts, and several chartered merchantmen, besides one steam-tender. The

and force exceeded 6,000 men. Zimacois, Hist. Méj., xv. 820—4; Leférre,
Mex. et L’'Interv., 305-20; Méx., Rev. Fdosdf. Hist. Polit., in Doc. Iist.
Mex., 1832-73, no. 10, 70-2; Romero, Hist. lntrig. Europ., 60-6.

Matias Romero—Ilistoria de las Intrigas Europeas que ocasionaron la inter-
vencion francesa en Mérico. Mex., 1868, 8vo, 259 pp. A lucid reply to a
speech delivered by the French cabinet minister Bilmult, before the French
legislature, on the 26th of June, 1862. It gives a history of the intrigues
of the French government in the negotiations with England and Spain to
bring about & settlement of their claims against Mexico, leading to the con-
vention of London and the final intervention. The writer uses the corre-
spondence between the commissioners of these powers and their respective
governments as evidence of the animus that prompted their action. The
work gives also other documents relating to the intervention.

In this connection may be mentioned Circulares y otras Publicaciones
kechas por la Legacion Mexicana en Washinyton durante la Guerra de Inter-
vencion. Mex., 1868, 8vo, 507 pl;:. This collection contains & series of circu-
lars and other publications by the Mexican legation at Wmhing‘mn, based on
official documents, relating chiefly to the withdrawal of the Krench troops
from Mexico, other affairs connected with the imperial régime in that conntry,
and the negotiation of Mexican bonds in the United States. It al.oembodies
a brief biography of Benito Juarez.

2Cdrtes, D.ario Senado, ii., app. no. 85, 40-54; Id., Cong., vi., app. 1, no.
138, 51, 68; T'rait d'Union, Jan. 3, 6, 1562
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on the 17th an address to the nation? and made a
requisition on the states for 52,000 men. He also
extended the period of the last amnesty law, and de-
creed a tax of twenty-five per centum additional on
all imposts, whether federal, state, or municipal. He
permitted peaceable Spaniards to continue residing in
the country; but as they were abused everywhere,
they finally had to emigrate. He likewise established

[ [\aspiut —
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a general tax of two per centum upon all property
of the value of $500 or upwards.* General Uraga

3 He set forth with moderation and dignity the pretexts Spain might have
to wage war on Mexico, aud summoning all Mexicans to the defence of their
country, declared miscreants and traitors all who should join or aid the for-
eign invader. Archivo Mez., Col. Lcy., vi. 655-6, 662-71, 687-90, 698-703;
Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 344-6; Le Trait &’ Union, Dec. 16-19, 1861.

*This brought on further reclamations, in which the Prussian minister
took part, and Doblado sustained Mexico’s right to tax foreign residents,
The scarcity of money was such that Zaragoza's brigade was detained sev-
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erected defences on the Chiquihu‘te’ and held con-
ferences at La Tejerfa with Wyke and Saligny, while
Gasset made incursions into the interior fur supplies,
and to drive off annoying guerrilla parties. In these
incursions toward La Antigua, Anton Lizardo, and
on the Medellin road, he had many of his men killed
and wounded, and some prisoners also fell into the
hands of the jarochos. Martial law was declared in
the states of Puebla, San Luis Potosf, Vera Cruz,
and Tamaulipas.® Till the arrival of the British and
French fleets, on the 6th and 7th of January, 1862,
the Mexican flag waved side by side with the flags of
the allied powers.

Mexico, at this critical period, was not free from
her usual disturbed condition. In Yucatan the par-
tisans of Acereto and Irigoyen were tearing one |
another to pieces, utterly disregarding the war of
races which daily added to the namber of its vie-
tims.® In Tamaulipas local dissension prevailed, the
field of hostilities being Matamoros. On the north-
ern frontier the Indians were depredating. In Zaca- ;
tecas there were disgraceful acts against the governor.
In the state of Mexico, Tulancingo was assailed by a
reactionist party; Cuernavaca was occupied by Vi-
cario; Actopan by Campos. In Jalisco, Lozada made
himself master of Tepic. Marquez and Mcjia carried l
on hostilities in the sierra of Querétaro and San Luis
Potosl. Zuloaga, the sclf-styled president, through
his so-called minister, Herrera y Lozada, in a circular
of December 13th, had said that if the foreign powers
were aiming at the conquest of Mexico, it should not
be permitted; but he would favor the intervention if

eral days in Puaebla for the want of the sum of $8,000, which with great diffi-
culty he obtained from merchants. Rivera, Gob. Mez., ii. 627; Id., Hist.
Jalupa, v. 484.

6The same measure was adopted for other states at different times as the
enemy approached, and it was repealed when circumstances permitted it.
. Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mex., ix. 365-616, passim.

8Full particulars, with causes, may be found in Navarro, Informe, 65—
176; and extracts from official documents in Buenrostro, Hist. Prim. y Seg.
Cong., nos 60-7, 511-19.
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it intended to give the country a good government.’
In much the larger portions of the several states the
sentiment of nationality was strong, and manifested
itself in their contributions of men and other re-
sources for defence. Oajaca sent a brigade to reén-
force the eastern army, and offered more. Most of
the states behaved generously and patriotically. Not
so Puebla and Tamaulipas.®

After the signing of the convention, the allied
powers agreed that the expeditionary land forces
should consist of about 6,000 Spaniards and 3,000
French.” England was to contribute with a strong
naval division, namely, two line-of-battle ships, four
frigates, several smaller vessels, and about 700 ma-
rines to land on the coast when necessary. The

lenipotentiaries appointed were: Sir Charles L.

vke and Commodore Dunlop, on the part of Eng-
land; Dubois de Saligny and Rear Admiral Jurien
de la Gravidre, on the part of France; and General
Juan Prim, conde de Reus and marqués de los Castille-
jos, was to represent Spain, both as diplomatist and
commander of her forces. The larger contingent
placed under his command, the prestige surrounding
his name, and the esteem manifested toward him by
Napoleon III., were naturally to give him a marked
influence in the conferences of the plenipotentiaries.
The others, though not his subordinates, had been
recommended to show him special deference.”® The

7¢Un gobierno justo y equitativo,” he termed it.

8 Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, v. 452-5. On the 2lst of Dec. was begun the
publication of an interventionist organ, under the name of Crdnrica del ejér-

cito expedicionario. Zamacois, 1list. M¢j., xv. 831-2. Another journal, also
upholding the intervention, existed before, called La Unidad Catdlica, which
never uttered a patriotic sentiment.

®One regiment of marines, one battalion of zouaves, one of naval fusi-
leers, onesquad of chasseurs d’Afrique, artillery, engineers, ete. Nioz, Exped.
du Mezx., 733.

19 Prim had married a Mexican hciress, Sefiorita Agliero, a niece of Gon-
zalez Echeverria, Juarez’ minister of the treasury. He was a man of great am-
bition, swayed by liberal ideas, restless, incopsistent. In 1838, when Spain
wanted to declare war against Mexico, he advocated in the senate concilia-
tory measures. Nioz, Erpéd. du Mex., 41. The same authority refers to the
Juc Tgmcnt formed of Prim by a German officer, who made his acquaintance
1n Turkey in 18534, and in Morocco in 1860—=Spanischk und marokanisch Krieg,
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instructions given the French admiral by his gov-
crnment, on the 11th of November, were to seize
the ports on the gulf of Mexico, and hold them till
a settlement was effected of all pending questions, col-
lecting the customs duties for and on behalf of the
three powers. Considerations of dignity, as well as
the necessity of averting the dangers which would
follow a long sojourn in the unhealthy climate of the
coast, demanded that prompt and decisive results
should be obtained. is attention was called to
the objects of the tripartite convention, one of which
was to support what was called the sound part of
the population in its efforts to establish a stable
and honest government." The British representa-
tive was directed to strictly observe the article in
the convention inhibiting all direct or indirect in-
terference in the internal affairs of Mexico; and to
bear in mind that all representations to the Mexican
government were to be made jointly in the name of
the three allies. He was told nothing about the
English contingent marching into the interior. Owing
to apprehension of trouble with the United States,
on account of the capture by the United States
steamer San Jacinto, Captain Wilkes, of the British
mail-steamer Trent, England diminished the number
of war-ships she was bound to despatch to the Mexi-
can waters. Spain seemed, on the contrary, quite
resolute. She accepted at once the French sugges-
tion that the Spanish troops should be authorized to
advance on Mexico. General Prim received similar
Brockhaus, Leipzig, 1863—who said that Prim was a brave man, who did not
lack talents; a good 8 er, and attractive, but without character, with-
out moral force, and ridiculously vain. He possessed hardly a notion of mil-
ltary theory, mathematics, history, or geography. He was a eoldier of fortune,
reckless, adroit, who would risk everything, even his last piece, on a card.
Capricious fortune bad singularly favored him. Making allowance for exag-
geration, the German officer’s opinion may not be called altogether erroneous.
And yet Prim’s course in Mexico was independent and patriotic, and saved
18 country many complications and sacrifices, not to say disgrace.
. M*Celui do Juarez était qualifi¢ d’insensd.” Those were his public instrue-
tions, but they were supplemented by confidential ones. Jurien was aware
of the project to cstablisfl a monarchy; he was to support the movement, but

ot to start it. Niox, Expéd du Mez., 44, 46.
Hasr. MeX., Vor. VL. 8
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instructions to those given to Jurien de la Gravidre.
He was to present his reclamations, according to the
ultimatum sent on the 11th of September to the cap-
tain-general of Cuba, and to begin active hostilities
if Mexico did not fully accept the conditions de-
manded. He was well informed that Spain intended
the war should be carried into the interior.® Prim
arrived at Habana on the 28d of December,”® and was
visited by Francisco Javier Miranda, known as Padre
Miranda, and who might be called the chief of the
monarchial party in Mexico, and General Miramon.
The result of the interview was a loss of faith in the
Spauish general.™

The French and English troops landed immediately
after their arrival at Vera Cruz; and it became quite
evident that their commanders were displeased with
the premature coming of the Spanish force, and with
General Gasset’s proclamation in his queen’s name.*

12Prim was confidentially advised of the plan to establish a monarchy in
Mexico, which was attributed to the French government. He made the fact
known in a speech before the Spanish cértes in 1863. But he was not in-
structed to lend his cobperation, because the candidature of an Austrian

rince was distasteful to .gm.in. Niox, Expéd. du Mezx., 46. There was some

iscrepancy between the Spanish foreign secretary and the ambassador at
Madrid, on the monarchial plan. The former said: ‘Al irse el general Prim
le di las instrucciones oportunas por escrito y verbalmente,’ and yet he pre-
tended to bo ignorant of the project. Arrangoiz, Mdj., iil. 14-16.

13 He was enthusiastically greeted by the Spaniards: ‘Viva el vicerey de
México, viva el nuevo Hernan Cortez (sic).” Rapport du commandant du 3i-
lan, in Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 534.

14 Miranda wrote to Paris and Madrid that Prim was going to treat with
Juarez’ government. His letters were read by Gen. O’Donnell, prime min-
ister, and Calderon Collantes, minister of foreign affairs, of Spain. Arran-
goiz, Méj., iii. 13; Zamacois, 11ist. Aléj., xv. 83040,

!5 The understanding had been that the forces of the three powers were to
rendezvous at Habana. Spanish precipitancy, according to José Manuel Hi-
dalgo, Apuntes pare escribir la historia de los proyectos de monarqufa e
México, Mex., 1868, 102, enabled Juarez to make the Mexican people believe
that the Spaniards were bent on reconquest. His policy then was to abuse
Spain, representing her as an usurper, and to summon ‘4 la defensa de lain-
dependencia nacional’ all the army officers, many of whom obeyed the sum-
mons only because of their belicf that Spain's purpose was to reduce Mexico
to a Spanish colony. Zamacois denies it, alleging that as early as Nov. lst
the government wrote Gov. Arteaga of Querétaro, taking for granted that the
diffcrences with England and France would be arranged, and adding that
Spain’s reclamations would remain unheeded, for the struggle with her would
benefit both the country and the liberal party; ¢serviria para unir estrecha-
mente al partido liberal, y para estirpar una vez por todas, los abusos del sis-
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"This condition of affairs prompted France to send out
another contingent of 8,000 men. After the second
interview of the plenipotentiaries, Jurien clearly per-
ceived the difference in their views, which was quite
marked.”

On Prim’s arrival at Vera Cruz a manifesto, said to
have been prepared by him beforehand, was issued on
the 10th of January by the five plenipotentiaries.
This document, though containing some untruths, was
more moderate and decorous in its tone than Gasset’s
proclamation had been; but it could not do away with
the uncertainty as to the real intentions of the powers
in combining their action in Mexican affairs. Accord-
ing to it, intervention in Mexican politics and admin-
istration was not thought of.¥ So said Saligny and
Jurien, sent out by their wily master to place an
Austrian prince on a Mexican throne; so said the
Spanish ambassador, who well knew Napoleon’s plan
and was resolved to thwart it.®® As for the English,
all they wanted was a commercial and religious inter-
vention; that is to say, to secure the payment of
English claims through their inspectors of the custom-
houses; to reduce the import duties; and to favor the

tema colonial.” Be it as it may, both France and England were displeased, and
though they accepted Spain’s explanations, were never fully satisfied. Niox,
E: . du Mex., 54; Cdrtes, Diario Senado, ii., ap., no. 85, 5; Id., Cong., vi.,
ap. i., no. 133, 33-4.

16 ¢ S¢rienx germes de dissentiment existaient entre elles.” Niox, Expéd.
du Mez., 99-101; Buenrosiro, Hist. Prim. y Seg. Cong., nos 56-9, 326-51.

1 In the first paragraph the Mexicans are assured that the expedition had
been made indispensable to enforce the fulfilment of treaties constantly
violated, and to insure protection to the subjects of the allied nations. They
are next told that dpersona representing to them that behind just claims ‘se
ocultan proyectos de conquista, de restauracion, 6 de intervencion en vuestra
politica y vuestra administracion, os engafian.” They further say that the
allied nations had a higher purpose, more general and useful views, that of
extending a friendly hand to a people who, though rich in the gifts of provi-
dence, were consuming their strength and exbausting their vitality by civil
wars and perpetual convulsions. ‘A vosotros, exclusivamente & vosotros,
sin ninguna intervencion extranjera, os importa constituiros de una mancra
s6lida y durable.” The Mexican people are asked to have faith in the dis-
interested intentions of the allies, to distrust the restless and evil-minded,
and to let reason come to the front. Arrangoiz, M¢j., iii. 18-19; Lefévn,
Doc. Mazimiliano, i. 136-9; Nioz, Expéd. du Mez., 63-4; Rivera, Hist,
Jalapn, v. 492; Trast d’Union, Jan. 18, 1862.

18 Prim well knew that Spain wanted to place a Spanish princess on this
throne, ‘para lo cual llevaba instrucciones secretas.” Arrangoiz, A¢j., iii. 20,
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establishment of religious frcedom in Mexico.”® All
this produced a dampening effect in reactionary circles.
Such language was not what they had been led to
expect. The allies had come to counsel, not to war
against, Juarez and his party. Nothing worthy of
notice occurred at the conferences of the plenipoten-
tiaries till the pecuniary claims were made the subject
of consideration. It must be borne in mind that at
the first conference, on the 9th of January, Prim
proposed, and his colleagues accepted, that, together
with the joint note they purposed addressing to the
Mexican government, each of them should furnish “a
separate note of the reparations” demanded by his
government. At the second conference Saligny
manifested the impossibility of fixing the amount of
the indemnities due French citizens.® At the third
conference, on the 13th of January, in which the
commissaries were to present their respective ultimata,
Saligny failed to appear, and Jurien had to read the -
I'rench ultimatum, which consisted of ten articles,
some of which were incompatible with Mexican in-

19 ‘Era para ellos, como de costumbre, cuestion de algodones y de biblias.’
Id. In the Spanish cortes it was later asserted that England’s action in
scceding from the intervention had been due to her opposition to the catholic
church. Cdrtes, Diario Senado, ii., no. 935, 1126. The British demands were
act forth in four articles: lst, Mexico was to furnish a formal guarantee for
the faithful execution in future of previous treaties between her and Great
Britain; 2d, restore the $660,000 stolen by Marquez from the British legation,
and $269,000 balance still unpaid of the Laguna Seca affair, with interest at
6 per cent on the former and 12 per cent on the latter; moreover, 6 per cent
interest on sums that should have been paid, and were withheld by the law
of July 17, 1861, suspending payments; 3d, to admit British agents at the
ports with power to reduce import dues to one half, and to intervene the
same as the Mexican officials in the collection of customs duties to insure a
just and equitable distribution of the proceeds; 4th, the Mexican government
was to proceed at once, in concert with the British minister, to the adjust-
ment(:)::{ all pending claims ascertained to be just. Lefévre, Doc. Mazimiliano,
i. 150-1.

* The other plenipotentiaries, admitting that they might find themselves
in the same predicament, proposed to get over the difficulty by adoptin%]s
common form in order to bring about the immediate recognition of the
reparations already accepted, and also in principle that of such as after ex-
amination should aﬂ;ear to be just and legitimate. This the British minister
had intended should be afterward ascertained by mixed commissions. The
French government had no idea of what amount should be claimed; at one
time it thought of five or six million dollars, and never, cven at a wild com.
putation, exceeded ten million. Romero, Huwst. Intrig. Europ., 92-5.
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dependence and sovereignty.® The pecuniary pre-
tensions of the French, though not assailing Mexico’s
sovereignty, were no less unjust and exorbitant. The
first claim was set down at twelve million dollars.??
They wanted the immediate payment without allow-
ing Mexico the right of examining into their justice
through a mixed commission, as practised among
civilized nations. The second pecuniary demand pre-
ferred by Saligny was that of Jecker and Company
for fifteen million dollars, which the Spanish plenipo-
tentiary, and with him Wyke and Dunlop, after a
warm discussion, declared inadmissible.

31 Article 7th would give French agents interference in the administration
of justico in cases where French subjects were concerned; and articlo 9th was
to give the French control of custom-houses, the right to lower duties, etc.
Id., 97-9; Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 147-50; Cdrtes, Diaréo Congreso,
vi., ag. 1, no. 138, 57-05. .

23 Wyke wrote his government, Jan. 19, 1862 (no. 30 of the British corre-
spondence), that Saligny had fixed the unadjusted French claims at twelve
million dollars, saying that he had not examined them, as this would occupy
twelve months’ time; but he supposed this sum to be within one million or
two, more or less, of the amount actually due. Sir Charles assumes to explain
the nature of these claims. Nineteen out of twenty of the forcigners residing
in Mexico, he says, have a claim of one kind or another against the government,
many of them being no doubt just; the rest ho declares to be fabricated for
the purpose of obtaining pay for some pretended grievance, such as an im-
;risomnent of three days purposely incurred to set up a claim. Romero, Hist.

ntrig. Europ., 99-100.

= Here we have the true inwardness of the fraudulent claims, Jecker
was a Swiss by birth, always known as such. It is not claimed that he be-
came a Frenchman till March 20, 1862. Suddenly, without having resided
in France or done service to that nation, he appeared as a full-fledged French-
man, under color of which transformation his claims were advanced by
Saligny. Wyke, in the despatch before mentioned, gives the history of
Miramon’s last financial operation. When his government was at the point
of collapsing, Jecker & Co. lent it $750,000 in specie, at 5 per centum interest,
as originally agreed upon, receiving therefor fifteen million dollars in treasury
bonds, an infamous contract causing discontent throughout the country, and
which neither the government of Juarez nor any other would ever recognize.
Arrangoiz, Méj., ii. 361; iii. 20~1; Lemprierc’s Notesin Mex., 242. Wykeadded
that he bad understood Juarez’ government was disposed to pay the $750,000
with the interest due. Méx., Legis. A¢j. (1856, July-Dec.); Dublan and Lo-
zano, Leg. Mezx.,viii. 628-9; Archivo Mez., Col. Leyes, iii. 9290-32; Aféx., Mem.
Hac., 1870, 475-6. Hidalgo, Apuntes, 104, claims that however onerous or even
extortionate, ‘nada tenia que ver en ¢l el representante de Inglaterra,” who
bad opposed the pretension. ‘Ll de Espaiia le secund6 en esa resistencia.’
He would have England and Spain comp tly aid Saligny to rob Mexico.
The Mexican government was not responsible. Lejévre, Mex. et L' Interv., 260.
On the other hand, it was claiméd that the affair might be looked at from a
double point of view, namely, the private interests of Jecker and Company,
which had become those of numcrous Frenchmen and benevolent establish-
ments, compromised by their Lankruptcy; and those of the general interests
of commerce which by the clauses of the Jecker contract were benefited by
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According to the records of the treasury depart-
ment of Mexico, her actual foreign indebtedness to
July 12, 1862, would be $82,316,290.86.% The re-
fusal of the Spanish and British commissioners to
support Saligny’s Jecker claim suspended the trans-
mission of the collective note and ultimata, and on
the 14th another note was drawn up,® which was
conveyed to the city of Mexico by Brigadier Milans
del Bosch, a bosom friend of Prim, Cominander
Thommaset of the French navy, and a British offi-
cer, escorted by Mexican troops, and delivered to the
government, which initiated the negotiations.

The mission had a bad effect on the friends of in-
tervention, who feared that their aspirations for a
monarchy would be defeated.®® Doblado answered
the joint note on the 23d, inviting its authors to go to
Orizaba with a guard of honor of 2,000 men, and
promising that his government would send two com-
issioners to treat with them. He also informed

ang important reduction of custom-house duties. Nioz, Expéd. du Mex.,
719-28,

2 Due G. Brit., $69,994,542; to France, even including principal defrayed
by Jecker to wage war agaiust the legitimate government, with interest,
$2,8(0,000; to Spain, §,460,986. Payno, Mez. y sus Cuest. Finan., 303-6; Id.,
Cuentas, Gastos, etc., 749-56, i.-xxxvi.; Lejévre, Doc. Marimiliano, i. 60-3;
Id., Mez. et L'Interv., 286-95, 343-9; Cdrtes, Diario Senadlo, ii., no. 78, 928,
no. 83, 44-9, 67, 63-5; Id., Cong., i., ap. 5, no. 4, 102-5, vi., ap. 1, no.
133, 13, 14, 57, no. 138, 44-9, 63, no. 149, 2970, no. 151, 3008-9; Méz., Mem.
Hacienda, 1870, 409.

2 Jts contents were: Three great nations do not ally themselves merely
to demand from a fourth in her distress satisfaction for grievances; their ob-
ject is to extend a friendly hand, to lift without humbling. The suspicion
that they will impair independence isabsurd. They come to see, and if neces-
sary, to uphold the regeneration of Mexico; to be present at her reorgani-
zation, without in any wise interfering in her form of government, or in her
internal administration. The republic alone must decide what institutions
are most suitable to its welfare, etc. Hidalgo, Apuntes, 105; Arrangoiz, Méj.,
iii. 21-2.

26 They pretended that monarchial ideas gained ground among all classes,
and anxiously awaited the arrival of the foreign troops. /{«dalgo, Apuntes,
106-7. This author, a rabid monarchist, pretends that Juarcz had been vir-
tually set aside by Doblado, wlio was feared by the ultra liberals, being sus-
pected of favoring the intervention, and that Juarez was preparing to flee to
Zacatecas. This asscrtion was false. Juarez on the 23th of January issued
a stringent decree, countersigned by Doblado, to punisb the nation’s offenders,
death being the penalty. Rivera, Gob. de Méx., 1i. 628; Arrangoiz, Méj., iii
23; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 367-71, ‘une loi de terreur.” Nioz,
Ezpéd. du Mez., 77.
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them that his government thought it expedient that
the rest of the allied troops should reémbark.” This
answer was conveyed by Zamacona, who accompanied
the allied envoys on their journey back.
Meantime the reactionary leaders were tendering
their acceptance of and services to the intervention.
_ About this time Almonte, Padre Miranda, and Haro
y Tamariz landed in Vera Cruz, under the special pro-
tection of the French commissioners. Miramon came
on the 27th of January upon the British steamer
Awon, and was arrested by the British authorities on
one of their frigates.® A little later he was ordered
away, and returned to Habana.
. Zamacona was cordially received by the allied pleni-
Eotentiaries; but the latter refused to accede to Do-
lado’s request, and on the 2d of February signified to
him the necessity they were under of providing a
healthy locality for their troops,” and their intention
of marching, about the middle of February, toward
Jalapa and Orizaba, where they hoped to meet with
a cordial reception. -After some further correspond-
ence, it was agreed that Doblado should meet Prim
on the 18th, which was done, and a convention was

71t was a satisfaction, he said, that the three great powers were not
banded to render fruitless in a single day a friendly people’s heroic efforts of
three years. His government trusted that the plenipotentiaries would re-
turn home carrying with them the evidence of Mexico's pacification through
liberty and progress. As to the claims, all just ones would be recognized.
He would not insult the allies by supposing that they had other views than
those set forth in their note. ’l{:e object of asking them to reémbark and
send away their armies was to give legal validity to the arrangements that
might be consummated at Orizaba. Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 23-4; Nioz, Expéd.
a FL A M ted S d posed placed

en in Eu iramon visi pain, and it was sup place

himself in accordrgvpieth that government. U. §. Exec. Doec., 1861-2. His
coming with a passport under an assumed name had been announced. The
British officials then gave notice that they would have him arrested, on land-
ing, for his participation in the robbery of the British legation. The French
representatives objected. Prim exerted himself to avert a rupture between
the English and French. It was then arranged that Miramon'’s arrest should
be before his landing. Nioz, Expéd. du Mex., 15; La Voz de 3¢j., Sept. 6,
1862, Arrangoiz claims that the English feared Miramon's prestige would
upset Juarez in a few days. Méj., iii. 25-6. Prim wrote his government how
much trouble the incident caused, and of his action to preserve harmony.

*®The Spaniards, out of 6,000 men, had now only 4,000 in healthy condi-
tion. The ?rench had 400 or 500 sick. L’amiral au ministre des affaires
élrangéres (16 Février), in Niox, Exzped. du Mez., 86.
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signed on the 19th of the same month, at the town
of La Soledad, as a preliminary of the negotiations
about to be entered into. Under its third article the
allied forces were to occupy Cérdoba, Orizaba, Tehua-
can, and adjacent country, with the express condition,

stipulated in the fourth, that in the event of a rup-
ture of the negotiations the allied troops were to re-

treat forthwith to the lines in front of the Mexican

defences toward Vera Cruz, designating that of Paso

Ancho on the Cérdoba road, and Paso de Ovejas on

the Jalapa route. Article sixth prescribed that on the

allied troops beginning their march pursuant to article

third, the Mexican flag was to be hoisted over Vera

Cruz and San Juan de Ulda. That convention was

ratitied by Prim’s British and French colleagues on”
the same day, and by Juarez on the 23d.%

Doblado’s diplomacy on that occasion has been
justly considered a masterpiece. Under the prelimi-
nary convention Juarez was fully recognized, together
with the independence and sovereignty of Mexico, as
well as her ability to manage her own internal affairs;
the London treaty was to some extent nullified, at
least in spirit. The French, in order to carry out
their schemes, had to ignore every principle of honor
and decency, failing to comply with the stipulation
that bound them, should the negotiations be inter-
rupted, to recross the river Chiquihuite. Saligny
accused the Mexicans of repeated violations of the
convention, but he was not overscrupulous when need-
ing a pretext to carry out the purposes of his crafty
master. Jurien was simply his satellite.

The Spanish troops occupied Cérdoba and Orizaba,
the French Tehuacan, and thé English remained in
Vera Cruz, where the American frigate Potomac sa-
luted the Mexican flag on its being hoisted. Doblado
obtained other advantages, but it was soon noticed

80 Méx., Derecho Intern., st pt, 699-705; Baz, Vida de Juarez, 227-8;
Hidalyo, Apuntes, 108-10; Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 85; Dublan and Lozano,
Leg. Mezx., ix. 386-8; Buenrostro, liist. Prim.y Seg. Cong., nos 76-9, 143;
Chynoweth's Fall of Max., 34 5.
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that more Spanish and French troops came. On the
20th Prim wrote his government that the reactionary
party was almost annihilated, so much so that during
the two months the allied forces had been in the
country no sign of such a party had been visible.
Marquez, with a few hundred men, it was true, re-
fused recognition of Juarez’ government; but his at-
titude was not that of an assailant, but rather that of
an outlaw hiding in the woods, who would soon have
to submit. He added that the hopes entertained by
the French commissioners of a facility to erect a
monarchy were fast disappearing from. their minds.
The monarchial element, he said, was insiguificant,
and lacked the energy and decision which occasionally
gives the victory to minorities.™ Early in March
General Comte de Lorencez arrived at Vera Cruz.
Prim then wrote his government that Lorencez’ arri-
val, and the expected coming of more French troops,
had caused great alarm to the Mexican cabinet and
the whole liberal party—an alarm which was aug-
mented by the unreserved assertions in the French
journals that the imperial troops had the mission of
establishing a throne in Mexico, and of placing upon
it Maximilian of Hapsburg. He feared such a project
might bring on differences, not only between Mexico
and France, but also between France and her allies.
The coming of Almonte and his reactionary compan-
ions, and their intention of occupying quarters in
the French camp to prosecute their intrigues under
French protection, had prompted the Mexican au-
thorities to apprise the plenipotentiaries of their deter-
mination to cause the capture and punishment of the
nation’s proscribed enemies entering it with evil in-
tent. e feared that this might provoke a rupture
of existing relations.®

31 The monarchists declared Prim to be in error as to the reactionary
strength, as well as to the number of their partisans, Arrangoiz, Méj., iii.
31-2.

32 Doblado’s note of Apr. 3d demanded that Almonte and the others
should be sent away from the country. The Spanish and British were in
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On the 9th of April the allied commissioners had a
stormy conference at Orizaba, the French, or rather
Saligny, clearly indicating a high-handed course, ig-
noring the London convention of October 81, 1861,
as well as that of La Soledad of February 19, 1862.%
On the same day Minister Doblado was notified that
in consequence of differences respecting the construc-
tion of the treaty of October 31st, the Spanish and
British representatives had resolved to reémbark their
forces; after which the French army would concentrate
at Paso Ancho, probably by April 20th, and forthwith
undertake operations. Doblado, in his reply of April
11th, found unjustifiable the course of the French,
and energetically expressed the determination of Mex-
ico to dcfend herself to the last extremity, repelling
force with force, and freely spilling her blood for the
two great blessings achieved during the century,
independence and reform. Commending the action
of the Spanish and English representatives, he sig-
nified the readiness of his government to conclude
treaties with them for the settlement of all pending
questions.* General Prim would not tarry in Mexico
long enough to conclude a treaty; but one was en-
tered into by Doblado with Wyke and Dunlop, and
ratified by Juarez, intended to settle the disputes with
England, but it was more oppressive than the one
mage by Zamacona which the congress rejected.®

favor of acceding. The French thought otherwise, answering that Almonte
was engaged by the emperor on a mission of peace. Zamacois, I1ist. Al¢j.,
xvi. 110-12,

3 A copy of the minutes of this conference may be seen in Arrangoiz,
Aféj., iii. 40-58; Ilidalgo, Apuntes, 125-34. Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 122-8,
133-6, has a synopsis. See also Lefévre, Mex. et L’Interv., 424; Id., Doc.
Marimiliano, i. 199-207. .

3iThe above proposal was made known to the French, who declined to
avail themselves of the same privilege. Doblado, in a private letter to Prim,
urged himn toaccept his official offer, in which case he would visit Orizaba and
meet him and his English colleagues. Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 61-5; Lefécre,
Doc. Mazimiliano, i. 220-7; I)ugl‘:zn and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 429-30;
Niox, Expéd. du Mez., 146-52; Manero, Rdl., MS., 1.

8 To obtain the money for immediate payments, Mexico made a treaty
with the U. 8., which was to lend eleven million dollars; a treaty that satis-
fied the British plenipotentiaries, but which their government used as a pre-
text for refusing to ratify their action. Romero, Hist. Intrig. Europ., 242.
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Doblado had expected no such solution of the diffi-
culties. His plan had been to dally with the plenipoten-
tiaries till the season of heat came with its heavy rains
and yellow fever to play havoc with the allied troops.
In the mean time his government might make prep-
aration; it might secure the intervention, or at lcast
the mediation, of the United States, whicl the allics
would deem it the part of prudence to heed; as, ac-
cording to news from Washington, the government
was on the point of triumphing over the southern
states in rebellion.

The French plenipotentiaries tendered their ships
to convey the Spanish troops to Cuba, which Prim
courteously declined; and on the 22d of ‘April re-
embarked them on British ships for Habana, to
which port he proceeded on the Spanish war steamer
Ulloa. He remained there a few days, and returned
to Spain by way of the United States. The Spanish
government, which had disapproved in detail what
Prim had done, was pleased with his conduct in retir-
ing from Mexico, and so declared in the senate and
congress of deputies, recognizing that he had faith-
fully construed the policy and instructions of his gov-
ernment.® The British government also approved
the rupture. The last instructions of the ¥rench
cabinet brought out by the comte de Lorencez and
the increase of imperial forces in Mexico, together
with the open encouragement given to the conserva-
tive and monarchial element, clearly showed its deter-
mination to demand serious and lasting guarantees
from Mexico, and to root out from her soil republi-

% The subject was warm‘liy debated in both houses of the Spanish cértes,
with the result above stated, and with Prim’s government assuming the re-
sponsibility for his course. Cdrtes, Diario Congreso, ii., no. 32, 475-6; iv., no,
94, 1865; no. 95, 1883; no. 98, 1942-56; no. 104, 2066-7; v., no. 120, 2380;
no. 121, 2402; vi., no. 138, 101-5; no. 140, 2801; no. 141, 2505-7; no. 142,
2827-35; no. 143, 2855-7; Id., Diario Senado, ii., no. 70, 878; no. 81, 956;
no. 85, 991-2; ap., no. 85, 101-5; no. 95, 1123, The queen also manifested
her pleasure. Arrangoiz, Mé¢j., iii. 84-5; Doc. Diplom. Gob. Esp. Sen., 1-262;
Prim, Discurso Sen. Eep., 1-26. The Mexican nation, through its congress,
thanked the Spanish and British commissioners for their friendly course.
Buenrostro, Hsst. Leg. Cong. Constituc., ii. 102,
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canism, which Napoleon and his sycophants called
anarchy. The French plenipotentiaries so understood
it, and proceeded to carry out the predetermined
measure. On the 16th of April they issued a procla-
mation at Cérdoba, calling on all Mexicans friendly
to the intervention to join their standard, disclaiming
any intent to wage war on the Mexicans as a nation,
and declaring it a piece of absurdity to believe that
the government, born of popular suffrage, of one of
the most liberal nations in Europe, could ever pretend
to establish among a foreign people old abuses and
institutions incompatible with the present age. They
appealed to Mexicans to be the instruments of their
own salvation; they wanted justice for all, and that
without the necessity of imposing it by arms. And
yet, while trying to make the Mexicans believe they
had their future destiny in their own hands, the pleni-
potentiaries reminded them of the presence of the
French flag firmly planted in Mexico, never to recede,
and woe betide those who might attempt to assail it.*
The next day appeared Almonte’s manifesto calling
on his countrymen to have faith in French assur-
ances, and to unite their efforts with his to secure
what he deemed a proper government.*

On the 21st of March the reactionary leader An-
tonio Taboada came to the French cawmp at Tehua-
can, reporting his escape from a republican cavalry
force, and that General Manuel Robles Pezuela, who
had left the capital with him, was a prisoner, and

5 ¢ Tienen en sus manos la suerte de Méjico; el pabellon francés se ha
Slantado en ¢l suelo mejicano; este pabellon no retrweSeré. Que los hombres
o juicio lo acojan como un pabellon amigo; que los insensatos se atrevan &
atacarlo.’ Le T'ruit d'Union, ap. 21-24, 1862; Arrangoiz, Al¢j., iii. 64-6;
Nioz, Expéd. du Mex., 101-32; Romero, Hist, Intrig. Europ., 150-5, 160-5;
Chynoweth'’s Fall of Maz., 37-8. Arrangoiz quictly remarks on the particu-
lar harmony existing between the last phrases, and the subsequent departure
of the French ttOO?S from Mexican soil, ‘de donde no habia de retroceder
el pabellon francés.
% ¢ Un gobierno tal como conviene 4 nuestra {ndole, necesidades y creencias
ggligioms.’ Buenrostro, Hist. Prim. y Seg. Cong., 331-2; Arrangosz, Méj., iii.
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would be shot. The fact was, that Robles had vio-
lated his pledged word to the government, and ac-
companie«f Taboada on his journey to the allied
quarters. He was tried, convicted of treason, and
shot on the 23d of March, at San Andrés Chalchi-
comula.®

There is a place known as Escamela, close to a
ravine, the edge of which is called El Fortin. The
French rear arrived at this latter place, which was
covered by two small squadrons of horse, belonging
to Porfirio Diaz’ brigade stationed at Escamela. In
this position 200 French cavalry and as many zouaves
charged upon an advanced Mexican force,® which
gallantly bore the brunt, three fourths of their num-
ber being killed or wounded. This was the first
French victory of the war, and occurred before Prim’s
departure. On Diaz apprising Zaragoza at Orizaba
of the occurrence, neither he nor Prim felt disposed
to give it credence. However, Zaragoza repaired to
Escamela, and soon convinced himself. A squadron
of Oajaca lancers kept hindering the enemy’s march,
and a heavy guard covered the road leading to the
Escamela plain. Diaz took personal command of
this guard to protect the entrance to the plain, while
Zaragoza with the brigade and train countermarched
to Orizaba, where Diaz soon rejoined him. Together
they continued the march to El Ingenio, where they
passed the night. Meanwhile the French repossessed
themselves of Orizaba, which they bad evacuated
some days before, in pursuance of the terms of the
Soledad convention.® The reason alleged for this

* Robles had accepted Juarez’ amnesty, and was living undisturbed at
Guanajuato, under Governor Doblado’s protection. Upon Doblado being aF-
pointed chief of the cabinet, Robles was allowed to go to Mexico on condi-
tion of keeping quiet. But he opened correspondence with Almonte and
Miranda, and being detected, was ordered to go on his parole to live in Som-
brerete, Zacatecas. Instead of journeying to the north, he attempted to join
the foreign invaders. Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 206. He left a recom-
mendation to his countrymen to accept the foreign aid to establish a good,
orderly government.

“s‘;id to be only of 40 men. Diaz, Biog., 29.

1 They were to commit no act of hostility till tbeg had passed ‘las cum-
bres de Atoyac y Chiquihuite.’ Diaz, Datos Biog., MS., 155.
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violation of the treaty was, that a letter had been re-
ceived from Zaragoza indicating that the safety of
some 400 sick French soldiera in that town was en-
dangered, which was purely subterfuge.®

Almonte sent emissaries into the interior to under-
mine the loyalty of the troops and circulate revolu-
tionary plans, and had himself proclaimed president
by Taboada and others at a pronunciamiento in Cér-
doba.® Orizaba seconded the movement the next
day; and then Almonte, who had accepted the role
assigned him, his ministers Coloncl Gonzalez, Manuel
Castellanos,and Desiderio Samaniego, Padre Miranda,
and Haro y Tamariz, repaired to that city. The plan
was also adopted by the city of Vera Cruz, and by
Alvarado, Isla del Cdrmen, and other places.* On
the 27th, by order of Almonte and Lorencez, Taboada
left Cérdoba for Orizaba with 300 Mexican cavalry,
and the next day the French division, 6,000 strong,
started on its march to Puebla. On the summit of
Acultzingo was posted a republican force of 2,000
men, according to a liberal authority, or of 4,000, as

42 Zaragoza wrote Lorencez that the French sick in the hospitals of Ori-
zaba were under Mexican protection, and therefore needed no Krench guard.
He discovercd afterward that he had erroneously taken for a guard a number
of convalescents, who were going with their arms from one hospital to
another, and wrote again to correct his error, assuring Lorencez that the bess
care would be bestowed on his men. Diario Debates 3 Cong., ii. 37; Diaz,
Porfirio, Biog., 2); Buenrostro, llist. Prim. y Seg. Cong., 320-31. The
French general answered him in a friendly mauner, all the while resolved to
reoccupy Orizaba, on the plea, as he wrote the plenipotentiaries, that three
of his soldiers had been killed in the environs of the French camp. Nioz,
Ezxpid. du Mex., 137-40; Arrangoiz, M¢j., iii. G9.

“'The acta, dated April 19th, contained four articles. The first denied
the authority of Juarez; the second recognized Almonte as supreme chicef
of the republic and of the forces supporting it; the third authorized him to
arrango with the French officials for convoking an assembly to establish a
government; the fourth expressed full trust in Almonte, whose scrvices they de-
clared most urgent. /d., iii. 69-70; Le T'rait d’Union, Apr. 30, 1862; AMéx.,
Mem. Hacienda, 1870, 543; La Voz de M¢j., June 10, 1862; Niox, Erpéd. du
Mez., 132-5; Lefévre, Mex. et L' Interv., 449, Thatactashowed thesignatures
of the prominent residents, among them those of a number of Spaniards and
others, whoafterward publicly made known that their signatures lLad been
appended thereto without their knowledge. Their lctters were given to the

ublic in £ Siglo X/X., and may also be seen in Leféere, Doc. Mazximiliano,
1. 233-5, and Lefévre, Mex. et L’ Interv., 452.

4 Manuel M. Serrano was made governor of Vera Cruz and Woll coman.

dante general, Marin becawe comandanie general of Isla del Cirmen.
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asserted by an interventionist, to prevent the passage
of the French, who defeated that purpose, the Mexi-
cans retreating to Ixtapa. On the 2d of May the
French army and the troops under Taboada reached
Amozoc, and on the 4th pitched their camp in sight
of Puebla, Lorencez resolving to assail the city on
the next day.®

The Mexican army had continued its retreat by
way of Palmar, Acatzingo, and Tepeaca to Puebla,
where it arrived on the 3d of May.® On the 4th
Arteaga’s division, now under command of General
Negrete—its own commander being incapacitated for
active service by a wound—occupied the Guadalupe
and Loreto forts. The other forces took up quarters
in the city, while the French passed the night in
Amozoc.

At 4 o’clock in the morning of the ever-memorable
5th of May, the Oajaca division, temporarily com-
manded by Porfirio Diaz, was stationed at the end of
the street leading to Azcdrate’s brick-kiln, on the
Amozoc road. The San Luis brigade was placed on
the left of that division, excepting its corps of mounted
carbineers, which was on the right in the rear of the
brick-kiln. On the left of the %{,emedios chapel, and
between it and the Guadalupe fort, the Toluca bri-
gade under Berriozébal took its position. The squadron
of lancers of this brigade joined the cavalry at the
brick-kiln, under Colonel Alvarez. General Escobedo
remained within the city in command of Tapia’s brig-
ade, whose commander had been appointed governor
of the state. In front of the line formed by the
Oajaca division and the Toluca and San Luis brigades

4 We are told that Almonte and Haro ad is d the French general to at-
tack an orchard of the convento del Cdrmen, opposite the fortified beights of
Guadalupe and Loreto, which was not done. They had previously expressed
the opinion that Lorencez should let Puebla alone and march on Mexico,
which he would find defenceless. They thought that much bloodshed and
}2& of time would thereby be saved. Arrangoiz, 3éj., iii. 71; flidalgo,

punt., 147
. p‘u‘While those movements were going on, the reactionists, under Marquez,
Benavides, Cobos, and others, werc marauding in the district of Atlixco.
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was placed a ficld-battery; and 400 steps in the van
was stationed the San Luis battalion of riflemen.
The rest of the artillery was in the Guadalupe and
Loreto forts, and in the city. This arm was in charge
of Rodriguez.

Soon after the Mexican forces had taken up their
positions the enemy’s division advanced, and when

St
LS :’/F:J e S
. CiNoo DE MAYO BATTLE-GROUND.

Explanation: heavy lines represent Mexican forces; light lines, French;
A, 1st position of both armies; B, 2d position; C, 3d position; D, tinal posi-
tion of Freunch.
opposite the Guadalupe fort halted and planted its
batteries to play upon it and the Loreto. After a
brisk cannonade of two hours, a strong column, pre-
ceded by sharp-shooters, advanced upon Guadalupe by
the northern side. Berriozdbal was then ordered to
reénforce the two hills. A portion of the cavalry

R ¥ With the infantry of his brigade and the Reforma battalion. Dias,
iog., 32.
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was divided into two bodies, one of which was placed
under Colonel Alvarez, and the other under Colonel
Trujano; the rest of that arm Colonel Félix Diaz
commanded.

The French in their ascent experienced little oppo-
sition and but few casualties from the fort’s guns,
. owing to the undulations of the ground. They had
accomplished more than one half the ascent, when
they were met by two battalions of Mexican infantry,
which, after an exchange of shots with the enemy’s
sharp-shooters, returned to their position. The assail-
ants continued the ascent, while the Mexican cavalry,
under cover of a maguey-field, remained still; the
infantry, equally protected, keeping up a brisk fire.
The ascending column had by this time turned diag-
onally toward the right, as if to go up between the
Guadalupe and Loreto. The two forts then opened
fire to some advantage. The French now found them-
selves assailed from all quarters by infantry and
cavalry, and compelled to retreat hurriedly and in
disorder,® pursued some distance by the cavalry and
infantry. li3ut; the pursuit was discontinued on the
approach of another French column to the support of
the defeated.

The two columns now pushed on together toward
the Guadalupe and Resurreccion chapel, to protect
which positions they were duly reénforced. The sec-
ond attack on the east and north sides was made in
three bodies, and it was much more vigorous than
the first. The two which attempted an assault on
the north side were completely routed, and the third
reached the east side just as the others were repulsed,
and fared alike. The cavalry then charged upon
vhe discomfited assailants, and prevented their reor-
ganizing for further attempt.

“ .
tls, ani. Abvares oavalry, took port bt cton - ctPoRxie, ad o

® in his official despatch to the war department, says, ¢ Tres car-
a8 bruscas ejecutaron los franceses, y en las tres fueron rechazados con valor
7 dignidad,” Diaz, Porf., Biog., 37-9; Zuragoss, Defensa de Puebla, 1-16,

» VoL,
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During the heat of the fight on the hill, a no less
severe struggle took place upon the plain on the
right forming Zaragoza’s front. General Diaz, with
portions of his brigade and other troops, and two
pieces of artillery, checked and drove away the French
column which was marching against the Mexican
positions. This column, like those repulsed from the
Guadalupe, retreated to the hacienda San José Ren-
teria, where preparations were made for defence.®

The two armies faced each other till 7 o’clock in
the evening, when the French returned to their camp
at Los Alamos, and thence back to Orizaba on the
8th,** there to await reénforcements which were on
the way from France.

This success filled the government and its supporters
with high hopes. Zaragoza received the thanks of
congress, and afterward his delighted countrymen pre-
sented him a sword. Honors and rewards were de-
crecd to the officers and men who took part in the
action. Berriozdbal, Negrete, Diaz, and the rest, for
their gallant conduct, received their meed of praise.®

Zaragoza sent the government the medals and deco-
rations found on the battle-ficld, as well as those taken
from the prisoners; but Juarez returned them and
liberated the prisoners, sending to the French lines
the well ones first, and the sick and wounded after
Perez, Dice. Geoq., ii. 536-43; Manero, Rel., MS., 1; Diaz, Datos Biog., MS.,
155-78; Buenrostro, Hist. Prim. y Seg. Cong., 338-46, 364,

60 Zaragoza added that owing to the absence of O'Horan’s and Carbajal's
brigades sent against the reactionists at Atlixco and Matamoros, his force
was smaller than the enemy’s, for which reason he had not attempted to at-
tack. Gen. Diaz followed the retreating enemy until recalled.

5t Niox, Expéd. du Méx., 153-67, gives the French account of the mili-
tary operations, setting the French loss at 476 men, of whom 345 were sick
and wounded; and that only two sound men fell into the enemy’s hands.
Zaragoza in his report of the 9th says that though he could not give the exact
number of the French casualties, they exceeded 1,000 killed and wounded,
and 8 or 10 prisoners. Niox states the Mexican loss to have been 83 killed,
132 wounded, and 12 missing. The Mexican report gives 87 killed, 132
wounded, and 12 missing.

%3The particulars may be found in Diaz, MS.; Dublan and Lozano, Leg.
Mex., ix. 443, 458-9, 661-2; Buenrostro, Hist. Prim. y Seg. Cony., 366;
Idem., Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., ii. 112, 127-9, 135-6, 306: La Voz de Al¢).,

June 21 to Sept. 6, 1862, passim; Baz, 'ida de Juarez, 238-40; Livera, Gob.
de AMeéx., ii. 630-1; Méx., Diario Ofic., May 5, 1870.
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their recovery, all provided with money for the jour-
ney. The wounded were kindly cared for, as they
themselves acknowledged.®

Almonte and Saligny were not wholly free from
disagreements, and Lorencez endeavored to reconcile
them—a difficult matter, especially as Saligny and
Lorencez were not the best of friends. The French
attributed their defeat to the non-fulfilment of prom-
ises on the part of the reactionists, numbers of whom
had remained neutral or undecided, while others had
rallied round Juarez. In Guadalajara, the third city
of the republic, the clergy had come out against
Almonte’s plan. The intervention could rely only on
scattered bands, like those of Mejfa and Lozada, and
on the codperation of Marquez, a man of some mili-
tary ability, but belonging to the extreme reaction-
ary wing, and justly accused of sanguinary instincts.*

Most of the conservative leaders had indeed kept
themselves in the background on seeing the course of
the Spanish and French diplomatic agents, and the
treatment Miramon had received. owever, the
manifestoes of the French authorities, and of Almonte,
-reassured the wavering chiefs, and they soon began to
join the latter with their forces, not giving any im-
portance to the mishap the French experienced on
on the 5th of May.® %he guardian of the diocese of
Puebla declared that as the French were the allies of
the clergy, all who opposed them were ipso facto ex-
communicated, and their confessions would not avail
them. He accordingly prohibited spiritual ministra-
tions to the wounded liberal soldiers.®

8 Lef¥vre, Doc. Maximiliano, 1. 243-8, 268-72; Pacheco, Cartas (to
myn de Lhuys), in La Estrella de Occid., May 8, 1883; Ortega, Parte Gen.,

%The above facts are corroborated by Arrangoiz, Méj., iil. 78; Nioz,
Erpéd. du Mez., 181, 190-1. .

% This appears in the correspondence of Marquez and Mejia with Almonte,
Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 72-8.

® 80 it was said to the father-almoner of the liberal forces. The corre-
spondence appears in Lesévre, Doc, Mazimiliano, i. 245-6
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The conservative general Lopez on the 8th of May
visited Almonte to tell him that Zuloaga, finding his
presidential claims ignored, was endeavoring to pre-
vent his, Almonte’s, recognition by the reactionary
forces. The latter recognized Almonte, however, and
under Marquez and Vicario, started to join him at
Orizaba. Marquez on the 18th reported his force at
Barranca Seca kept in check by the republicans.
The latter under Tapia were signally defeated by
the reactionists, aided by a battalion of the French
99th under Major Lefévre, after which the victors
entered Orizaba. This defeat was soon followed by
another of one of the brigades under Gonzalez Ortega,
surprised in the morning of the 14th of June on the
Cerro del Borrego by the French.” After which
Gonzalez Ortega retreated to Santa Marfa, Zaragoza
having failed in an attack on Orizaba, made in igno-
rance of the affair on the Borrego, abandoned the
heights of Acultzingo, and went off to El Ingenio.
The Mexican army still had 12,000 men.

The government continued its efforts as best it
could to meet the emergencies of the war. Among
its measures was the appointment of Ex-president
Comonfort, who had been in the country by permis-
sion several months, comandante general of Tamauli-
pas. Vidaurri’s attitude, being suspicious, required
close watching. The president demanded the con-
tingent of troops and a personal tax from the states.
He went to reside at Tacubaya, and accepted, on the
13th of August, the resignation of Doblado, which
caused general surprise, for Doblado was regarded as
having defeated the European intrigue. He had con-
trolled public affairs during eight months with un-
limited powers, as Juarez' minister-general, though
some of his acts had met with public disapprova%“$

7 Capt. Detrie did it with his company of the 99th. The Mexicans had
250 killed and wounded, and lost 200 prisoners and three howitzers, Detrie
wa.s“ romoted. Arrangosiz, Méj., iii. 80.

. e had opened relations in April and May, first with Marquez and next
with José M. Cobos—the latter superseded Marquez as chief commander
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Juan Antonio de la Fuente, an enlightened, true-
hearted patriot, and the author of the law on religious
toleration, became Doblado’s successor on the 25th of
August.®

Meanwhile Juarez was busily occupied in removing
obstacles to the execution of financial measures in the
several states. At this moment, while his country
was so insulted and maligned by Europeans, he en-
deavored to refute their lies by extending to foreign-
ers the most considerate protection. The Mexican
people, amidst these stirring events, quietly elected
members to the third constitutional congress.

of the conservative forces by Zuloaga’s orders—to prevail on them to aid in
the national defence, and even offered to have an interview at Tetela with
Cobos. He did not go, however, but sent two agents with certain proposals.
The articles hostile to the church in the constitution of 1857 were the
obstacle to the conservatives abandoning their hostile attitude. Cobos, in
his manifesto from St Thomas of July 20, 1862, said that the agents assured
him, in Doblado’s name, that a movement was being arran to do away
with Juarez and the constitution of 1857, the nullification of the red party
being the only means to end the internecine war; then to call the 'people to
new elections, a provisional statute ruling meanwhile. Juarezout of the way,
there would be no foreign war, and Almonte’s trecasonable plans would be de-
feated. Nothing came of the negotiations, because of the liberal victory of
May 6th. Zul and Cobos obtained from Almonte a safe-conduct and left
the country. Zu oafn issued in Habana a manifesto explaining his conduct
since the landing of the allies. Zamacois, Ifist. Mé¢j., xvi. 213-19, 227-9;
Zuloaga, Manif...d la Rep. (Méx., 1862), 1-16. Another version is, that
Juarez was jealous of Doblado, and had called him to his cabinet ‘con la
maligna intencion de nulificarlo;’ that Doblado, after a conference with
Zaragoza at Amozoc, went back to Mexico and asked Juarez to remove him
from the command, which the president refused to do, whereupon Doblado

igned. But in order that there should be no bad impression in the public
mind, he asked for another office, and a month later was made eral-in-
chief of the army of the interior. Marquez de Leon, Mem. Pdst., MS,, 214-16.

8 Rivera, Gob. de Méz., ii. 632,
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NaroreoN and his cabinet approved the action of
Saligny and his colleague; but in the chamber of dep-
uties the republicans, orleanists, and legitimists joint{)y
opposed the course of the imperial government in
Mexico,! and found fault with Almonte for calling
himself supreme chief and trying to establish a gov-
ernment. The news of the disaster of May 5th
reached them on the 16th of June. Imprecations
were heard everywhere against the Spanish govern- .
ment, Prim, and the Mexicans who had induced Na-
poleon to send out the expedition. After that the
diplomatic functions were left in Saligny’s hands.
Napoleon wrote Lorencez not to be discouraged on
account of the reverse at Puebla. He approved the
protection afforded Almonte and other Mexicans who
had sought it. He did not wish to force any form of
government upon Mexico, desiring only her prosper-
ity and independence in her relations with Europe.

tAmong the prominent speakers were Jules Favre, Thiers, ?néi ’Berryor.
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He approved Lorencez’ conduct, though misunder-
stood by some.? Nevertheless, on deciding to de-
spatch more forces, General Forey was appointed com-
mander-in-chief, with powers as plenipotentiary; and
the emperor wrote him, on the 3d of July, giving
his views as to the policy he was to pursue in Mex-
ico.? The expeditionary corps placeJJ under Forey’s
command was to consist of about 30,000 men.* Por-

2 ¢« J’ai approuvé votre conduite, quoiqu’elle ne semble pas avoir été com-
prise de tout le monde.’ Nioz, Expéd. du Mex., 199.
8 First, on arrival, issue a proclamation, the chief points of which would
be suggested to him; 2d, to receive with the utmost kindness all Mexicans
joining him; 3d, not to support the quarrels of any party—to declare that all
1s provisional till the Mexican people have spoken for themselves—to show a
great deference for religion, but at the same time quieting the mind of the
possessors of national property; 4th, to feed, pay, and arm, according to his
means, the Mexican auxiliary troops, allowing them the most prominent
places in battles; 5th, to maintain the strictest discipline in both the French
and auxiliary forces, regeress' g vigorously an{ word or deed that might
wound the Mexicans, it being necessary not to forget the fierceness of their
character. On arriving in Mexico he was to summon the prominent men of
all political shades who bad joined him to form a provisional government,
which would submit to the Mexican people the question of the political sys-
tem that was to be definitively established; after which an assembly should
be convoked according to Mexican laws. He was to aid the new government
to secure regularity in the administration, specially of the treasury, for
which competent men would be placed with them; not to force upon the
Mexicans any form of government not to their liking, but to aid them to es-
tablish one offering stability, and which might secure to France the satisfac-
tion of past grievances. Of course, if they preferred a monarchy, the interests
of France demandid that they should be helped in that direction. The mo-
tives of France are then explained. Prosperity of America is necessary to
Europe. Fraance has an interest in the U. 8. being powerful and prosperous,
but cannot permit them tb hold the whole gulf of Mexico, and control from
there the Antilles and South America, and be the only dispensers of the prod-
ucts of the New World. He refers to the scarcity of cotton for the European
factories. Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 212-16; Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 87-9; Hi-
dalgo, Apuntes, 151-4; Zamacois, Hist. Mdj., xvi. 278-81; North Am. Rev.,
ciii. 121-2; Flint’s Mex. under Max., 37-40; Chynoweth’s Fall of Maz.,

1.

Ilenry M. Flint, Mexico under Maximilian. The object of the author
was to remove the prejudice existing in the United States against the gov-
ernment of Maximilian. He wrote the book before the emperor’s downfall,
his preface being dated Feb. 22, 1867. Flint maintains that Maximilian's
fovcrnment bad ‘done more for the prosperity of Mexico, more for the en-

ightenment of the Mexican people, during the three years of its existence,

than any republican government in Mexico ever did in tbirty, forty, or fifty
years.” The author describes the deplorable condition of the eountry and
people at the time of the intervention, and then narrates and discusses the
political change which followed, showing himself so strong a champion of
the anti-republican party as to classify the Monroe doctrine as absurd, and
argue that it ought to be repudiated. A number of official letters and docu-
ments are supplied in this volume.

4 Commandant D’Ornant of the general staff was sent out to make prepa-
rations for the coming army, and arrived at Vera Cruz July 26th. The com-

e
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tions of it had been arriving from time to time,

-and on the 21st of September the new commander
landed in Vera Cruz, where, owing to the bad condi-
tion of the roads, he had to tarry till the 12th of
October, seeing the havoc caused in his army by the
black-vomit.®

Sowme days before the coming of the third expedi-
tion Mexico and the liberal party sustained a heavy
loss in the death of Ignacio Zaragoza, the hero of
the Cinco de Mayo, which took place at Pucbla on
the 8th of September, caused by typhoid fever. The
nation had centred its hopes in him; and he has since
been recognized as a true type of republicanism and
patriotism, united to a sterling character.® The gov-
ernment paid his remains the highest honors, and they
were conveyed to their last resting-place attended by
a large concourse of all classes.”

Forey reached Orizaba on the 24th of October, and
on the 10th of the following month Lorencez, who
had been permitted at his own request to leave the
country, started on his return to France. Forey’s
first proclamation, dated at Vera Cruz September
20th,* but made public a few days later, was a repeti-
tion in different words of the sentiments expressed in
former documents of the French plenipotentiaries.

munications being interrupted, he could not get to Lorencez’ quarters, but
advised the latter, by a letter in cipher, taken by an Indian, of the near ar-
rival of reénforcements with Forey, and of the emperor’s order for a march
straight on to Mexico. On his return to France he described matters in
Mexico as being in & bad way, and the condition of the French force as de-

lorable. Niox, Erpéd. du Mézx., 196-7. The French expedition was reén-
?orced in Feb. 1863 with 400 or 500 negroes from the Soudan, furnished by
the khedive of Egypt, and secretly embarked on the 8th and 9th of January.
They were intended for special service on the coast.

3The fever season hmdpe passed, but the massing of a large force in the city
revived the malady, filling the hospitals with sick French.

: ¢ Marquez de Leon says that he loved his country, was greatly moved by
the sufferings of the soldiers, and detested immorality in every form. AMem.
Pgst.. M3., 218.

' The national con, in after ({ears erected a monument to his memory,
the corner-stone of which was laid by Juarez, Sept. 17, 1868. Baz, Vida de
Juarez, 242; Rivera, Gob. de Méx., ii. 633; Diario Debates, 10th Cong., ii. 751;
Diario Ofic., Sept. 29, 1869; La Voz de M¢j., Oct. 7, 1862; Zamacois, Hist,
Méj., xvi. 274-5.

8 Nioz, Expéd. du Mez., 218-19.
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It was the old war-cry of the military Party of France,
calling, as Edgard Quinet said, armed invasion a war
for civilization. On the 26th Forey suppressed Al-
monte’s authority, which having been set up without

the nation’s sanction could not be, as he alleged, ap-

proved by the intervention.’

Forey forgot his instructions to treat the Mexicans
with benevolence, and thus win their codperation.
He, and with him nearly all his officers, assumed the
haughty air of conquerors, thus belying the pretended
object of their mission. Mexicans, either civil or
military, were not treated as friends and allies, but
~ rather as objects of contempt. To rule the country
according to his own will, he appointed Commandant
Billard director of policy. The director knew no more
of the country whose political affairs he was to direct
than his commander. Forey’s ideas were at variance
with those of the conservatives, whose codperation was
needed to render the French intervention effective.
In Cérdoba and Orizaba he issued new proclama-
tions,’ and lost much precious time at the last-named
place, which seemed to offer him many delightful
pleasures. He might have been in Mexico by the
middle of November, for the Mexican government
was not prepared to withstand such a force. Instead
of making a rapid movement, he sent General De Ber-
tier with a brigade to Jalapa, and encamped the main
army in Orizaba and the surrounding country. Gon-
zalez Ortega who now had the chiet command of the
liberal eastern army, lost no time in fortifying Puebla,
bringing artillery and supplies in the face of De Ber-

® Almonte was ordered to dissolve his cabinet and aid in organizing the
Mexican army. Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 92; Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 217-18. He
remained in the country as a private citizen till he was nin.in called to do
Napoleon’s work, and for his subserviency was made a knight grand cross of
the legion of honor.
10 The second one was disliked in France, and the minister of war advised
Forey ‘de ne pas faire abus des Emclamations.’ Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 221.
uel Payno, ex-minister of the treasury, sent a long letter to Forey on
claims of the allies, giving the history of each and accompanying documenta,
Payno, Carta, in Doc. Hist. Mez., 1832-75, no. 6, 3-79.
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. tier from Perote, a place the French could have taken
the first day, meeting with little or no resistance."
Gonzales Ortega having sent Forey a few French-
men of the wounded in the affair of May 5th, together
with a zouave’s medal, the French commander trans-
mitted a copy of his last proclamation, adding that he
received Ortega's courteous letter as one from a
brave soldier, and not from the government he was
serving, with which he, Forey, could not correspond
without repugnance. He also expressed the wish
that Ortega’s sword would be in the near future em-
ployed in a better cause. This insult to the Mexican
government, accompanied by a hint that Ortega
should become a traitor, wounded him deeply. The
Mexican gencral replied with dignity on the 16th,
assuring Forey that whatever ground the diplomatic
question might be placed on by military events, the
French representative would have sooner or later to
treat with the chief magistrate holding his powers
from the nation, and whose generosity had released
the French prisoners. He further said that the true
interests of France did not lie in codperating with a
few malecontents to upset a government sustained by
the Mexican people, nor in waging war against a
nation entirely in sympathy with giiberal France. As
for himself, leaving aside his personal regard for
Juarez, he would have Forey understand that he was
freely serving his country as an independent citizen.™
He concluded to return Forey’s letter and proclama-
tion, which, he said, could have no place among his
records. There were at this time between 300 and
400 Mexican officers of all ranks without troops in
1 Forey neglected Alvarado, Medellin, and Tlacotalpan, strategic points
whence the liberals frequently cut off supplies from Vera Cruz.  Soon after-
ward he also abandoned, about the 19th of January,1863, Tampico and Tux-
n which, being on the seaboard, could have been held with insignificant
orces. But he wanted all his strength for Puebla. One of the French gun-
boats got aground and had to be destroyed. Zamacois, Hist. Méj., xvi. 335-43.
B He was not beholden to the government. A free republican, not even a
soldier by profession, he had come from a long distance to render his best

service to the government chosen by the le. Lefévre, Doc, Marimiliano
service o tho oy Y the peoplo.  Leféere, ,
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the French camp; and wishing to do service even as
private soldiers, organized themselves into a battal-
ion, called the Legion de Honor, and made General
Taboada their commander. To counteract the bad
feeling of the policy observed by Forey and his agent
Billard, Almonte issued a proclamation to assure his
friends that he would remain with the French until
the intervention produced the beneficial effects in-
tended when the London conveution was signed
October 31, 1861.% .

Many complaints having reached Napoleon’s ears,
Billard was restored to the military service, and
Saligny, toward the end of January 1863, assumed
the position left vacant.

Meanwhile the days darkened at the capital
Heavy taxes were ducreed, also a loan of thirty mil-
lion dollars wherewith to erect defences in the city,
and to furnish supplies to Ortega’s army.* The gov-
ernment had been over a year without customs
revenue from Vera Cruz. The French received mules
and supplies from the United States; but war material,
so much needed by Juarez’ government, was not allowed
to be exported thence.® Congress, on the 10th of
December, decreed that French prisoners should be
treated by the Mexicans as Mexican prisoners were
treated by the French.®

The people manifested a determination to sacrifice
everything for freedom and independence. Ortega’s
plan of defending Puebla was approved, and Comon-

1 This manifesto bears date Jan. 12, 1863. Arrangoiz, Méj., 107-10. The
conservatives lost early in this month one of their chief men, in the death of
Haro y Tamariz at Orizaba. Zamacots, Hist. M¢j., xvi. 343.

4 A personal tax of three reales, when not paid in coin, had to be made
good with work in the fortifications. This tax, yielding more abuses than
money, was substituted by a loan of $600,000. Negotiations were begun in
New York to raise the 30-million loan. Rivera, Gob. de Mézx., ii. 633. Dublan
and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 527-9, 565, 575, 578-81, 5688-9, 636, 654; Diario
Debates, 3d Cong., i. 135-8; Diario Ofic., Oct. 10, 1808; La Voz de Mdj.,
Dec. 30, 1862

8 7. S. Gové Doc., 37th Cong. 3d Sess., Sen. 24, 389-90.

16 Buenrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc., 349-50; reiterated by the presi-
dent Aug. 16, 1863. Meéx., Ult. Notas Diplom., 17-31,
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fort, who had reached Mexico about the middle of
October, was to aid him. Juarez seemed resolved to
defend his country at all hazards. Congress, how-
ever, just as the people were ready to sustain him,
and when the foreign invading army was already 15,-
000 strong, deprived him of the ample powers he had
to make war. But it soon receded from that position
and issued a manifesto accepting war with France,
and granting the executive the fullest powers for
six months, or till one day after its reassembling.”
Comonfort, who had been restored to the rank of
general of division, was placed in command of the
army of the centre, together with that of the federal
district, which was under martial law. Congress
closed its session about the middle of December.®

The French had allies not only in Marquez and
others acting with him, but in the reactionary forces
of the interior which constantly distracted the gov-
ernment.”” The rebels of Colima, 2,000 strong, at-
tacked Guadalajara and were repulsed. The region
of Tepic, as usual, was in a disturbed state. On the
10th of January, 1863, a French, squadron bombarded
Acapulco about eight hours, doing much damage.
The next two days it fired on the fortifications, three
of which were silenced. In the evening of the 12th
the squadron sailed out of port.

The French generals Bazaine and Douay went up
the mesa or tierras altas in January, this being the
first French movement toward Puebla. On the 3d
of February Taboada’s brigade, of which the legion

3 La Voz de Méj., Nov. 29, 1862. The decree was issued Oct. 27th; the
time was extended May 27, 1863. Buenrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Constituc.,
178-85; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 548-9, 622. :

18 Among its last acts was one on the 13th of Dec., declaring null all
acts of the so-called anthorities appointed by the invaders. The law also
nullified all contracts executed before or authorized by them; and provided
that traitors should not be favored in any arrangements the government
might enter into with France. Buenrrostro, Hist. Seg. Cong. Conastituc., 373;
Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix. 566; Diario Debates, 3d Cong., i. 1568-61.

19 These forces depredated, and presented at times & threatening attitude
inhvarious parts. Bands of highwaymen infested Durango, Zacatecas, and
other states.
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de honor formed a part, started from Orizaba, accom-
panied as far as El Ingenio by some French officers
and a number of citizens. Early in this month Cua-
piaxtla was occupied, and the next place entered by
the auxiliaries was Huamantla. Comonfort then ex-
tended his army of the centre to the town of Ixta-
cuixtla, and went to Tlascala to see to its defence.
Marquez established his headquarters at Ixtenco.
Juarez visited Puebla in February and reviewed his
army. Gonzalez Ortega had been working incessantly
on the fortifications. The city was surrounded by
nine important outworks, besides other minor fortifi-
cations, with ditches, ramparts, and parapets. The
following were the names of the nine forts, and hills on
which they were built, namely: Guadalupe, on the hill
of the same name; Independencia, on La Misericordia;
Zaragoza, on Los Remedios; Ingenieros, on the
Totimehuacan; Hidalgo, on the Cdrmen; Morelos, on
the Parral; Iturbide, on the San Javier; La Reforma,
on the Santa Anita; Cinco de Mayo, on the Loreto.*
The inner line depended upon the blocks of buildings,
strong where they centred around some one of the
numerous churches and convents with their massive
walls. Thesehad parapets, and were crenellated, and
connected across the streets by a network of barri-
cades with embrasures, the number of cannon being
about 200.%

At last on the 23d Forey began his march, after a

#The defence of the line comprised between forts Cinco de Mayo, Guada-
lnpe, and Independencia was intrusted to Gen. Berriozébal of the 1st division,
with generals Hinojosa, Gayoso, and Osorio under him; that between forts
La Reforma or Demécrata and Iturbide, to Gen. Antillon of the 3d division,
with Col Macias and Gen. Rojo under his orders; that between forts Hidalgo
and Morelos, to Gen. Alatorre of the 4th division, with Gen. Ghilardi and
Col Auza, in command of those forts respectively; that between forts Zara-
gtm. and Ingenieros was in charge of Gen. La Llave of the 5th division, the

orts being commanded respectively by generals Pinzon and Patoni. Ortega,
Parte Gen., 15-16; Nioz, Expéd. du glez:., 250-1, 256-7; La Estrella de
Occid., Jan. 16, 1863.

" Gen. Mejia, commanding & detached brigade, was under the immediate
orders of gen. headquarters, and had charge of the interior defences. Gen.
Negrete, commander of the 2d division, formed with it the general reserve
of the army corps.



82 FRENCH OCCUPATION.

five-months sojourn in the country, waiting, it was said,
for his siege artillery. His army was near Amozoc
early in March, and on the 10th Ortega declared
Puebla under martial law. Four days later he invited
families to leave the place at as early a day as possi-
ble, and notified foreign consular agents that an at-
tack was impending. On the 16th the French were
in front of Puebla at the hacienda de Alamos, and
took possession of the Navajas and Amalucan hills,
opposite and to the north of those of Loreto and Gua-
dalupe. The next day they occupied those of El
Tepozuchil and La Resurreccion, and pitched camps
in Amalucan, Alamos, Navajas, ans Manzanilla.
Going round the position, they appeared on the Mex-
ico road, occupying the San Juan hills,” where Forey
established his headquarters, and thus completing
the line of siege. On the 21st they occupied La
Noria and the church of Santiago. From that day
began the actual fighting between besiegers and be-
sieged, and five days later the bombardment with
eight mortars and fifty heavy pieces of artillery, after
two assaults on Fort Iturbide had been repulsed.

The army under Ortegiga. at the beginning of the
siege consisted of a little over 22,000 men. The
general staff was as follows: quartermaster-general,
Gonzalez Mendoza; chief of artillery, Paz; chief
of engineers, Colonel Colombres; chief of medical
department, Ignacio Rivadeneira; inspector-general,
O’Horan.® The division commanders were generals
Berriozdbal, Negrete, Antillon, Alatorre, La Llave,
and Antonio A.%varez, who had charge of the cav-
alry.®

22 This position, though advan us for its elevation, was not fortified,
because it would have called for isolated defences with & hrie garrison.

3 The army was formed of 8 sections of artillery, each brigade having 4
batteries; 5 divisions and one brigade of infantry; one division and two bri-
gades of cavalry. Gen. Orders of Feb. 19th, in Diaz, Porfirio, Biog., 40.

% [n command of brigades were Porfirio Diaz, who in after years became
president of the republic, Hinojosa, Lamadrid, Ghilardi, Mora, Patoni, Pin-
zon, Ignacio Mejia, and Carbajal, of the rank of general, and colonels Caa-
madio, Rioseco, fgsoobedo, Prieto, Macias, Herrera, Auza, Yarza, and Aysla.
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From French sources we have it that the invest-
ing force consisted of 26,300 men.® Every assault
except the last made on Fort Iturbide—which re-
sulted in its capture on the 29th of March*—had been
repulsed. The taking of this fort cost a good deal of
blood. Before that whenever a body of the besieged
troops wished to break the lines, it rarely found
difficulty in doing so.” After the loss of the Itur-
bide, Ortega strengthened his second line running
between forts Hidalgo and Reforma, his left being
supported by the former and his right by the latter.®

orey now began a systematic inroad on the line
. of house blocks behind the Iturbide works, and his
success from the first caused much alarm among the
besieged. General Diaz, who had been commandin
Berriozdbal’s second brigade, was detached and placeg
in charge of the most exposed quarter, consisting of
seventeen blocks, the strong point of which was the
Iriarte house, or meson de San Mdrcos. Hé planned
a new system of defence, but before it could be
completed, the French, who had worked the whole
day at opening breaches and advancing their guns,
came upon him in force. Toward sunset the balls
crashed through the masonry of the San M4rcos, and
soon made yawning breaches at both extremes. Then,

Col Prisciliano Flores was adjutant-general of infantry, and Col J. Nicolds
Prieto of cavalry. Id., 41-2, 44,

2 Eighteen thousand infantry, 1,400 cavalry, 2,150 artillerymen, 450 en-
gineers, 2,300 troupes d’administration, 2,000 Mexican allies. Nioz, Expéd.
© du Mex., 247. Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 112, gives the force at 36,000, which is
probably somewhat in excess, ‘tan saperior al sitiado, en nimero, disciplins,
y recursos.’

% This was effected by first capturing El Penitenciario, which had not
been at first fortified; the fall of the Iturbide following as a consequence.
. Aeeording to Arrangoiz, Forey might have taken it the same day that he

came in sight of Puebla. M¢j., iii. 111.

# In the night of April 13th, O'Horan and Col Vicente Riva Palacio with
about 1,500 cavalry broke the lines and marched to Tlascala through a nar-
row road, though guarded by the French 89th, & number of whose men were
slain and wounded, and some taken prisoners. The escaping force did not

& man.

2 At this time Comonfort, in order to carry out a plan of attack, asked
Ortega for 5,000 or 6,000 men, who were not furnished him, for obvious
Teasons. Juarez in a confideptial letter justly approved of Ortega’s action,
Ortega, Parte Gen., 65-6
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under cover of the gloom, a party of zouaves made a
dash for the nearest breach leading into the first
court, which they gained, driving the defenders into
the inner court; but they were not permitted long to
hold so important a position. Diaz rushed ‘to the
spot, and reanimating his men,® they charged upon
the assailants and drove them from the place. By
10 o’clock the meson had been recovered, and the
breaches were soon after repaired. This success was
followed by another after the reveille along Cabecitas
street, where a conflict had raged, the line here being
wider, and the number of contestants larger. The
gaps were soon filled, and the damages duly attended
to. Rest was needed, but the French were roused,
and allowed no time to be lost. Assaults were made
at different points during the day, specially in Cholula
street, where Colonel Manuel Gonzalez, who in after
years became president of the republic, though
wounded, made a stout resistance, and thus aided
Diaz in repelling the assailants.*® San Mdrcos was
also attacked, but without other result than adding
to the heap of dead and wounded. On this line, as
well as at the advanced points, the besieged several
times repulsed the invading army, several columns of
which were taken prisoners. One breach was de-
fended forty days. The eastern army never lost a
foot of the position, holding it till the 17th of May.*
After several checks, notably one in the position of
Santa Inés, April 25th, Forey entertained the idea of
suspending operations till heavier siege-guns could be
procured, or till he had taken the city of Mexico; but

% Loading with stenes, there being no other projectiles at hand, a gun that

xvered the entrance, he fired it at the zouaves, causing much havoc among
em.

% Diaz himself speaks in glowing terms of Gonzalez’ try. In the

ﬁneml orders of that day the deeds above related received special mention.
iaz, Datos Biog., MS., 183-90; Diaz, Porfirio, Biog., 46-8.

81 Berriozdbal, La Llave, and others tried more than once to induce Orte,
to evacuate the place to save the army. Gen. Paz also spoke to him on the
subject, but merely in compliance with the request of others. His owr ~pin-
ion, like Ortega's, was to Eold the city until necessity demanded its a&n-
donment. Ortega, Parte Ofic., 724, 102-10.
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neither proposition was regarded with favor by his
generals.® And it was then resolved to push the
operations against the southern side, which was the
next weakest line. Even here the besiegers made
little progress. Diaz and his troops were now enabled
to render efficient service where danger most demanded
it. The besiegers, on their part, felt more encour-
aged on hearing that both ammunition and food were
becoming scarce within the walls. .

At a conference, invited by General Forey, and
held between him and Lieutenant-colonel Togno, an
aide-de-camp of Ortega’s, the French commander
spoke of the uselessness of Ortega’s tenacious de-
fence, carried so much beyond the requircments of
military usage, and seemingly for the sole purpose of
winning renown. If such was the case, he need go
no further; fame should be his, and he might now
well give up the struggle for humanity’s sake. He
expressed his readiness to grant honorable terms of
capitulation, and assured Togno that he would sooner
or later take the city. He knew that the garrison
was suffering for want of provisions. If Ortega did
not surrender the place till after the rainy season had
set in, he, Forey, would strengthen himself therein,
and march on to Mexico during the coming winter.
Yet more: the wily Frenchman threw out the bait of
the presidency to the Mexican commander, as an in-
ducement for him to surrender, accompanying it with
certain propositions, which, if accepted, would facili-
tate a settlement of the questions at issue.® Were
liev'e.dTi]i.eso. and wol:‘e: ‘rﬁ.;:g:slme:lp imf:gog:og‘f l:;ml:;ceﬁ:i?gtz :)lfc;
French camp—that a general assault was contemplated to obliterate the re-
pulse of the 25th of April, he did not heed them. Niox has it that in this
affair the left column of the French lost 9 officers, and the right 1 killed, 5
wounded, and 2 missing; 27 men killed, 127 wounded, and 176 missing.
Later information showed, in addition, 130 men, of whom 7 were officers,
had been made prisoners. Expéd. du Mezx., 272.

8 «Let him make himsclf the president of the Mexican republic, and the
question is at an end; let him agree that new elections for chief magistrats
of the nation be beld, and the question likewise ends; and if to carry out
either of these projects he should cncounter any difficulties, the Freuch army

will support him; if he will not admit these propositions, tell him to make
Hiet. MEX., VoL. VI, §
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none of them accepted, he would like an interview
with Ortega, at such a place as the latter might des-
ignate. lgo all which Ortega verbally instructed his
aid to say to Forey that his proposals all involved
French intervention in Mexico’s affairs, and would
not be entertained. He refused to hold any confer-
ence.

In the lines defended by La Llave, Berrioz4bal,
Porfirio Diaz, and Auza, subterranean galleries were
made to blow up the buildings occupied by the
French. The mines were completed, but there was
no powder to charge them with. Toward the end of
April there was nothing that could be utilized for
food but the horses, mules, and dogs, and of these
there were none by the 10th of May.*

On the morning of the 8th of May there was
heard in Puebla a brisk firing from the direction of
San Lorenzo. Comonfort had not even hinted to
Ortega a movement by way of San Lorenzo. The
uncertainty of the garrison continued the whole of
that day and thc greater part of the next; it was
only late in the afternoon of the 9th that news of the
disaster experienced by Comonfort the previous day
reached the city. Forey himself wrote Ortega that
his ariny had defeated Comonfort’s at San Lorenzo.*
It was indeed too truc that the army of the centre, in
attempting to introduce a train into Puebla, had been
routed by Bazaine and Marquez, and had afterward
retreated to Tlascala. Ortega, while yet in time,
and before this terrible disaster befell the army, had
thought of abandoning the city, but he was kept back
by the hope of relief; and after the San Lorenzo de-
feat, he endeavored to effect that purpose but failed.

me others equally honorable for both France and Mexico.” Ortega, Parte Gen.,
161-3.

34 This state of things was formally made known in the general order of
Mng' 17th. Diaz, Porf., Biog., 48-9.

5 Comonfort lost 1,000 killed and wounded, 1,000 prisoners, among whom
were 56 officers, eight pieces of artillery, and a number of other arms, three
flags, 20 loaded wagons, 400 mules, sheep, ete. Qﬂega, Parte Gen., 164-9;
Niox, Expéd. du Mex., 274-8; Arranyoiz, A, iii. 113,
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So the defence continued a few days longer with the
little powder on hand, till the 16th, when there was
nothin%aleft ; ammunition and food, all had been con-
sumed.® Not a line or sign had been received from
Comonfort. In view of the situation, a council of
war was held, which resolved that the general-in-chief
should endeavor to obtain from the French a capitu- .
lation, with the privilege of marching out of the city.
This was not acceded to by Forey.” At a council of
war it was decided, and at one o'clock in the morning
of the 17th of May the order was issued, to destroy
all the armament; after which the white flag for sur-
render without conditions should be hoisted, the
officers being left free to act as they pleased.® The
money in the military chest was to be distributed
among the rank and file. The plan was carried out
on the 17th, Forey being apprised that the general,
field, and company officers awaited his pleasure, as his
prisoners, at the palace.® Ortega and the officers of
all ranks refused to sign paroles as required of them
by the French commander.® According to the his-

%8 The rations served out to the garrison on the 15th and 16th of May con-
sisted of a decoction of orange-leaves.

31 He agreed to grant everything but that Ortega’s troops should remain
in condition to continue the war against France, as that would be but a
change of position. The chief of staff said that no doubt his commander
would allow the garrison all the honors and guarantees, but if they destroyed
their arms before surrendering, as had been hinted, all prisoners falling into
his hands would be transported to Martinique. Forey seemed to disapprove
of the remark, and energetically said: ‘I transport to Martinique robbers,
banditti, but not brave officers, such as those forming the garrison of Puebla.’
Ort:ga, Parts Gen., 190-2,

Forey claimed, on the 20th of May, that the surrender had been forced
by his fire of the 16th on the Totimehuacan, which had done great damage to
tho works, and exposed their weakness on the east side. His words to the
bearer of sﬂndg of truce were, that if the garrison waited for a general as-
sault he would, under the laws of war, put it to the sword. Lefévre, Doc.
Mazimiliano, 276. : ’

39A little before 3 A. M., and before the message was forwarded by the hands
of released French prisoners, Ortega received a note from Gen. Yaiez, dated
at the bridge of Texmelucan, May 14th, at 6:30 P. u., saying that Comon-
fort had gone to Mexico; that the disaster of San Lorenzo had not bLeen so
great as ﬁorey represented it to Ortega; but the troops of the central army
certainly were too much demoralized to be led into battle. An hour later the
artillery was blown up.

@ Ortega, Parte Gen., 203-4, 210-13; Diaz., Daios Biog., MS., 192; Dias,
Porf., Biog., 48-50. -
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torian of the French expedition, Puebla surrendered
with 150 pieces of artillery. The number of prison-
ers is set down at 26 generals, 303 superior officers,
1,179 subalterns, and 11,000 rank and file.* Over
2,500 dragoons had escaped from Puebla during the
operations. The French casualties, as given by Niox,
were: killed, 18 officers, 167 rank and file; wounded,
79 officers and 1,039 rank and file, many of whom
afterward died from the effects of their wounds. The
same authority adds that 5,000 of the Mexican rank
and file were made to serve in Marquez’ army, 2,000
were employed in destroying barricades and intrench-
ments, and the rest were put to work on the railroad.

The siege of Puebla, though it ended in a success for
the French, must be admitted to have shed no glory
on their arms. No great military skill was displayed;
and, indeed, it seems as if Forey’s purpose had been
to go on the Fabian plan, rather than to conquer the
enemy by repeated bard blows. The siege was cer-
tainly prolonged beyond necessity, when we consider
that the place was defended by a garrison of militia-
men, whose officers, from the general-in-chief down,
had not, with some exceptions, been educated for the
profession of arms, and that it had been hastily, and
in a measure imperfectly, fortified to withstand the
assaults of a powerful foreign army directed by scien-
tific commanders.

@ Niox, Ezpéd. du Mez., 282. There is considerable discrepancy on this
point. Forey reéxlrt.ed 26 generals, 225 superior officers, 800 subalterns,
16,000 rank and file, 150 cannons, a large quantity of muskets and ammuni-
tion. Almonte spoke of 28 or 28 generals, 1,200 officers, 12,000 men, 280
useful cannons, 10,000 muskets, and mach ammunition. An officer of Mar-
quez says that only 30 guns had been burst, and there were found over 200
guns, many muskets, and some ammunition. Zamacoss, Hist. Méj., xvi.
472-3. A Mexican official list, made on the 17th of May, gives 21 generals,
280 superior officers, and about 1,120 subalterns. Diaz, Porf., Biog., 50~79.
Negreto and Régules had escaped. Rivera, Gob. de Aféx., ii. 636. Ortega
stated that there were missiles, but no powder.

421t has been said that Juarez gave Ortega the command, though believing
him incompetent for it, because the nation had come to look upon him as a
great man. He hoPed that what Ortega lacked of military skill would be
supplied by some of hissubordinates. A sinister purpose in connection with
o l; was also attributed to Juarez. Marquez de Leon, AMem. Pdst., MS.,
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Ortega and Forey had a conference on the 19th,
when the former assured the Frenchman that he
would find the great mass of Mexicans resolute to
defend the national honor. He was soon contradicted,
however, by his ecclesiastical fellow-citizens; for on
the same day, the cathedral of Puebla being in gala
dress, they received the invaders, chanting a te deum,
and with every demonstration of joy.® At the same
time the field and company officers, including some of
Ortega’s aides-de-camp, were made to start, on foot
and unarmed, for Vera Cruz; and on the next day
Ortega and the generals received orders to prepare for
departure on the 22d for France as prisoners.* Their
journey was made in carriages closely guarded. At
the town of Morelos, Ortega heard that his officers
were treated by a French naval officer as convicts;
that one captain had been shot, some prisoners allowed
to starve, and other outrages committed.* He became
very indignant, and determined to escape, whatever
the consequences. His purpose was finally effected,
though not until hundreds of his fellow-prisoners had
got away. Most of the escapes were between Ori-
zaba and Vera Cruz. Ortega, La Llave, Patoni,
Pinzon, Garefa, and Prieto liberated themselves at
Orizaba; and Berriozdbal, Antillon, Porfirio Diaz,*
Ghilardi, Negrete, Caamaiio, and others at different

laces.” So that by the time of embarkation at Vera
y the
Cruz the number of prisoners was greatly reduced.®

S 3ee his Parte Gen., 215.

“Tt is alleged that this course was adopted because, most of the officers
being old guerrillamen, it was dangerous to let them remain; ‘exaltés et
da.ngereux, étaient fort glnants.’ Niox, Expéd. du Mezx., 282. R

Among them the execution of a private, whose body was thrown on the
road by which Ortega and his companions were to pass & few minutes later.
The above-stated facts were communicated by Ortega from Zacatecas, Sept.
16, 1863. Parte Gen., 216-23.

8 Diaz got away the day before the prisoners were despatched to Vera
Cruz, and together with Berriozabal went to Mexico and tendered their ser-
vices to the government. Diaz, Datos Biog., MS., 193.

1 The comforts and facilities afforded the prisoners by their countrymen
at Orizaba angered their captors. Fifteen young women were for that reason
imprisoned, of whom Guadalupe Talavera was long kept in durance. Iylesias,

Interv., ii. 52-3.
#The number actually sent was 13 generals, 110 field-officers, 407 subal-
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The news of the capture of Puebla was received in
France with great rejoicing.® Very different was the
effect in Mexico of the fall of this city and the disso-
lution of the army of the east, which the government
announced in feeling terms to the country. The sur-
vivors of the campaign were awarded privileges and
honors.® The French commander-in-chief appointed
Colonel Brincourt chief commandant of Puebla, and
directed him to reorganize the local administration,
Saligny and Almonte designating the persons to whom
the administrative offices were to be intrusted. Pur-
suant to the suggestions of the former, and of Budin,
chief of finances, he adopted a number of important
political measures.™

terns. Nioz, Expéd. du Mez., 282-3. On the 15th of Oct., 1863, and 15th of
Apr., 1864, the prisoners were offered a return to Mexico if they would sub-
mit to the government set up in Mexico by the French intervention. Some
accepted the offer and were sent back. The rest, 126, of whom Gen. Epitacio
Huerta was the highest in rank, were retained till after Maximilian's ac-
ceptance of the Mexican crown, when they were released; but mno provision
was made for their support or transportation. They suffered greatly, but
managed to find their way back to Mexico. Lejérre, Doc. MaammZavw y 1. 323,
338-41; Huerta, Apuntes, 1-92.

¥ Niox, Exped. du Mex., 2834.

% The families of the prisoners were afforded relief, or at least it was de-
creed to them. Méx., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 32-3, 37; Dublan and Lozuno,
Leg. Mez., ix, 614-20, 628-31; Diario Debates, 3d Cong., ii. 34; Ortega,
Parte Gen., 249-52. Jesus Gonzales Ortega, Parte General que da al Supremo
-Gobierno de la Nacion, respecto de lu defensa de la plaza de Zaragoza, Méx.,
1871, 8vo, 252 pp. This is & full and detailed report made from Zacatecus
on the 16th of geptember, 1863, to the minister of war of Mexico, by the gen-
eral-in-chief of the late eastern army and comandante general of the state of
Puebla, of the operations of the siege and defence of the city of Puebla-Zaru-
goza, beleaguered by the French army under General Forey, from the 3d
of Feb. to the surrender of the place on the 19th of May, and subsequent acts
connected with the disposal of the Mexican prisoners by the French com-
mander-in-chief. It is a clear exposition of these events, stated apparently
with a view to furnish the facts without reservation or exaggeration. '

81 A journal was established in French and Spanish, entitled Aloniteur
Franco-Mezicain, Bulletin des actes officicls de I' Intervention. The land custom-
houses were restored. A decree of May 21st, to sequester the property of all
persons bearing arms against the intervention, did not meet the views of the
conservatives, and caused in its application many embarrassments, and was
later disapproved by the French government, and consequently annulled.
Another of May 22d prescribed the revision of sales of mortmain estates,
that is to say, of the ayuntamiento and scveral benevolent establishments,
sales ordered by Juarez’ government, of which a large” number were said to
be tainted with fraud. May 27th, the exportation of coint, and of gold and
silver in any form, was forbidden. On the day of the feast of corpus christi,
Forey, for effect, caused his troops to march in the procession. The organiza-
tion of courts was decreed and their emoluments were fixed. Mez., Boletin
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Upon the receipt in Mexico of the disastrous news
from Puebla, President Juarez placed the federal dis-
trict under stringent martial law, accepting Comon-
fort’s resignation of his command. ¢ demanded
forces from the states; and believing the defence of
the capital possible, stated in a proclamation his re-
solve to carry on the war to the last extremity, refus-
ing to listen to any peace overtures from the French.
But the defence of the capital was impossible, 14,000
men, which was all the force the government had, not
being enough for the purpose. Congress understood
it at once, and authorized the president to do every-
thing possible to defend the country. His almost
unlimited powers were to hold good till thirty days
after the reassembling of the chamber. The only
restrictions placed upon him were in regard to arrange-
ments with the enemy.® It also ordered that the
chicf federal authorities should transfer themselves
to San Luis Potosf. On the 31st of May congress
closed its session. Pursuant to the decree, Juarez,
accompanied by the greater part of the public officials,
left the capital for San Luis Potosf,* where on arrival

Ley. Imp., 11-36; Nioz, Expéd. du Mex., 286-7; . Zamacois, Hist. Méj., xvi.
4740,

2 He was strictly forbidden to enter into treaties or diplomatic conven-
tions admitting foreign interference in the country’s affairs. Rivera, Gob. de
Mez., ii. 636; /d., Ilist. Jalapa, v. 576.

3 The departure, though rather precipitate, owing to a despatch from Gen.
Diaz based on reports of hLis scouts that the French were on the march, was
effected in guod order, taking away artillery, money, archives, eic. [ylesias,
Interv., ii. 5; Marquez de Leon, Mem. Pdst., MS., 231; Aéx., Col. Leyes,
1803-7, i. 9-13; La Voz de M ¢j.,July 16, 1863. I'orey knew it the nextday,
but did not scnd a force in pursvit. Arrangoiz, Mé¢j., 1ii. 113.

José M. Iylesias, Revistns Histéricas sobre la Iniervencion Francesa en
Meéxico. Mexico, 1867, 1868, 1869. 12mo, 3 vol., pp. 540, 463, a:d 690,
Ii;lesins, a minister under Juarez in 1866, etc., and later aspirant to the pres-
idency, began.in April 1862, at the instance of the Juarez minister of rela-
tions and government, to write a series of articles for newspapers on the prog-
ress of the French intervention, and ‘the consequent civil war between the
republicans under Juarez and the Franco-Maximilian party. These articles
at {irst were issucd nearly every month, later at longer intervals, and ceased
in Oct. 1866. At the request of the editor of the Diario Oficial they were pub-
lished afterward,in 1867-9 as a feuilleton—sinco the circumstances of their
previous appearance had made them but little known —and then put into

k form. Inthe preface Iglesios promised to fill the gap from the middle of
1860 to the triumph of the republicans, when leisure permitted. \Written at
the various headquarters of Juarez ia his retreat northward before the French,
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he issued a proclamation on the 10th of June, setting
forth the reasons for abandoning the capital. He
sent circulars to all the governors, investing them with
awmple powers,™ and forthwith organized his govern-
ment.® He drew resources from Matamoros, where,
in consequence of the civil war in the United States,
an active trade was carried on.

The most active measures were at once adopted
for an energetic struggle in defence of the sovereignty
of the country and its republican institutions. Both
the general and state officers used their best endeav-
ors to organize military forces; and by the latter
part of June there were concentrated in Querétaro
about 12,000 men of all arms. We are assured, how-
ever, that even at this critical period intrigues were
%;)ing on around Juarez, who was led by Pldcido

ega, it is said, to believe that Ogazon and Doblado
had placed a numerous army under General Marquez
de Leon to overthrow his government. The result
was that Ogazon threw up his office of governor of
Jalisco. Doblado received orders to surrender his

Iglesias, as 8 member of the official circle, was of course perfectly acquainted
with the republican plans and movements, and could bave given the best pos-
sible history thereof; but the.articles being for publication, he evidently dared
not reveal these facts, and confined himself to those relating to already known
campaigns, and to one-sided statements tending to awe the enemy und to en-
couraze republicans. The chief contents of the articles are reviews of foreign
relations, French, English, Spanish, ‘and American debates, and popular
views of the Mexican question; ironic and bitter denunciations and comments
ou the imperialist administration; and short and hasty reviews of military
movements for the month, ete. All the articles are compiled with little re-
gard for exactness or com{)leteness; many are jumbled and full of empty talk
—repeated in the various letters—on foreign affairs and policy. The material
on the French, imperinl, and foreign affairs, being obtained from the news-
papers of the time, has its value, but is impaired by basty concoction and one-
sidedness; the other smaller portion on republican movements is guarded,
garbled for prudential reasons, and superficial.

84 He gave them authority to act in urgent cases when unable to receive
timely instructions from the d%overnment. Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mez., ix.
623-7; Méx., Mem. Ilacienda, 1870, 586; La Voz de Méj., July 11, 1863;
Lefévre, Doc. Mazimiliano, i. 277-9.

8 His cabinet ministers then were: Juan Antonio de la Fuente, of rela-
tions; Jesus Teran, of justice; José Higinio Nufiez, of the treasury; Felipe
B. Berriozdbal, of war, who was, Aug. 18th, succeeded by Comonfort. Fuente
being sent on a foreign mission, Manuel Doblado took his place from Sept.
3d to 10th, when he was succceded by Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada. Teran
resigned Sept. 1st. The cabinet on the 10th was formed with Lerdo, José
Maria Iglesias, Nuilez, and Comonfort.
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command to Antillon, and Marquez had to turn over
his to J. M. Arteaga.*®

In a circular of the minister of war to the gov-
ernors, after speaking of the evidences of hatred to
the invaders displayed on the journey, and of the
necessity of forgetting party dissensions to think only
of saving the country, they were reminded that au-
thorities set up by the foreign bayonets were spurious
and did not constitute a government, the government
both de facto and de jure being in existence; and
therefore, the republic could not and would not be
bound by any treaties, compacts, or pledges, or by any
acts of comimission or omission of those functionaries,
so-called.” The governors replied with assurances of
their unswerving fidelity to the republican govern-
ment.® Several of the states, San Luis Potosi at
their head, having contemplated a coalition for their
common defence, to which Zacatecas refused her as-
sent, the president disapproved the scheme as uncon-
stitutional.®

The reactionists at the capital lost no time in their
preparations for coming events, their action being

% Doblado advised Marquez to obey without a murmur, using these words:
‘Deje V. que se pierda la situacion bajo la responsibilidad de estas gentes;
nosotros la levantaremos mas tarde.’ Marquez de Leon, Mem. Pdst., MS.,
231-2 The republican cause had now to mourn the death of one of its most
trusty adherents, Gen. La Llave, which occurred on the23d of June. Funeral
honors were paid his remains on the 27th. Aféx., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 36;
La Voz de Méj., Aug. 8, 29, 1863.

57 The circular, w%:ich is dated June 13, 1863, further says that all Mexi-
cans exercising functions derived from the French source are offenders against
the laws of the country and liable to severe punishment. Dublan and Lozano,
Leg, Mex., ix. 627-8; Mér., Col. Leyes, 1663-7, i. 13-15. On the 29th of
September of the samne year Mexicans were forbidden to hold office under a
foresiggn government. Jd., 146-8.

It was evident that with the exception of ‘un miserable pufiado de
}!a.idores ’ the whole country rejected the French intervention. Iglesias,
nterv., ii. 9.

% Under article 111. Minister La Fuente’s circular was dated June 27th,
Béx., Col. Leyes, 1863-17, i. 36-40. A few days previously, on the 22d, the
president had to decrec the state of Durango under martial law, because of
& military emeute headed by Col Tom4s Borrego. Gen. José M. Patoni, the
gggstitntional governor, was rcinstated. Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mezx., ix.

) 632-3.
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directed by General Bruno Aguilar. On the first of
June, at a public meeting, they adopted a preamble
and resolutions to accept the aid of and submit to the
foreign intervention.® José Mariano Salas, the ex-
president, assumed ad interim the military command
of the city. Bazaine’s division of the invading army
entered it on the 7th of June, occupying the main
entrances, and tendering protection to the reactionary
party against the enraged populace. The reception
of the French in Mexico has been represented by
Forey and others as so full of enthusiasm that 1t
almost verged on delirium.® It is more than likely
that the interventionists had prepared beforehand
some exhibition of the kind.® :

A committee of reactionists, presided over by Juan
N. Pereda, laid the aforesaid preamble and resolu-
tions before Forey, who rode into the city of Mexico
on the 10th of June, with Almonte on his right and
Saligny on his left, and immediately after made Lieu-
tenant-colonel De Potier commandant of the district.
A local government was organized;* a press law was
enacted, claimed to be liberal, but in reality very re-
strictive, inasmuch as no discussion was permitted
upon the laws and institutions, and much less upon
religious topics. Sales of property by liberals after

8 The resolutions were: 1st, cheerfully accepting the generous aid of the
French emperor, they placed themselves under Forey’s protection; 2d, Forey
was asked to call a meeting, the most numerous possible, to represent all
classes, and the interests of parties willing to recognize the intervention, the
most prominent for science, morality, and patriotism, consulting Almonte in
the choice; 3d, the board, then given the name of Junta Calificadora, was to
assemble on the third day from its convocation, and within eight days to de-
cide on the form of government the nation was to be permanently placed
under; and to choose a provisional government to hold power till the pcrma-
nent régime should become installed. Acta de los Traidores, in La Estrella de
Occid., guly 24, 1863; Rivera, Gob. de Méx., 637; Domenech, Iist. du Mex., iii.
120-

6 Hidalgo, the monarchist, says that the troops were almost covered with
flowers. A4 puntes, 170-3.

€3]t bas been asserted that the flowers thrown at the feet of the soldiers
were paid for with French money. Lefévre, Doc. Mazimiliano, i. 280-1; Méz.,
Boletin es, 1863, 45.

® Qee decrees of June 13th and 14th, appointing an ayuntamiento, and
Azcérate as prefect. Méx., Boletin Ley., 1803, 37-9. .




TS
Lot 3 _”}R‘q/,
re

, o 'r\
Uy FRETTY
&:‘1 :")('R“\A' - '
FRENCH ADVICE AND PROMISES. (]

a certain date were annull e object ich was
a sort of moral sugss ough the pbcket of the
individual. * -

Forey i

g proclamation on the 12th, de-
claring ilitary occupation an accomplished fact.
The MTh of June, he said, must have caused all de-
lusions to disappear, convincing the late government
of its impotence to retain the power it had made such
a wretched use of.® About the political question he
gave the Mexicans much advice, freely using the
words ‘fraternity, concord, and true patriotism’; they
were to be no longer liberals or reactionists, but be-
come Mexicans; meaning, it is presumed, that they
should be of one mind, and cheerfully accept the inter-
vention, which would make them all very pious con-
scrvatives. He promised much that he knew he
could not accomplish, nevertheless he found many to
Lelieve him. The country had been disturbed so
many years, and ruin had overtaken so many, that
there were not wanting some who were really disposed
to accept anything. There were, however, certain
words In the address which produced disagreeable
imnpressions on the ultra conservatives and clericals,®
who saw in them the true inwardness of Napoleon’s
instructions to Forey on the religious question; he
was to show much deference for religion, and at the
same time give assurance to the possessors of national
estates. Thus the people of Mexico were soon made
aware that the policy of the French government was
wholly at variance with the national thought and

¢ Budin, the financial man, thus explained it: ¢Para volver 4 traer 4 me-
jores sentimientos hécia su propia patria’ those who were serving in the
?publimn ranks. Mézx., Boletin Ley., 1863, 36-47; Peridd. Ofic. Imp. Mez.,

ug. 4, 1563.

%"'N oz, Expéd. du Mez., 289-90; Mézx., Boletin Ley., 1863, ap. 489-93.

% Bona fide purchasers of nationalized estates would be protected in their
possession, but fraudulent sales would be subject to revision. The catholic
religion would be protected, and the bishops recalled to their dioceses. ‘Je
crois que ’Empereur verrait avec plaisir qu’il fit possible au government de

roclamer la liberté des cultes, ce gra.n% principe des sociétés modernes.’
Viox, Expéd. du Mex., 290-2,
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traditions. He remarked further, that the courts
would be organized so that they should in future ad-

minister justice uprightly, and not sell it to the highest
bidder.¥

7 In this connection, says Arrangoiz, M¢j., iii. 119-20, Forey knew not
what he said, as on other occaeions he had blundered in his sayings and do-
ings, and thereby had done serious damage to the conservative party. Arran-
goiz denies that justice was sold in Mexico, unless in as rare instances as in
any other country.
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GOVERNMENT MEASURES—JUNTA SUPERIOR DE GOBIERXO—PROVISIONAL ExX-
eonTIVE—FOREY'S ACTS LEGALIZED—ORDER OF GUADALUPE—ASAMBLEA
DE NoTABLES—ITS INAUGURATION AND SUBSERVIENCY—OCREATION OF A
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~——ACTION OF THE AUSTRIAN EMPEROR—POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES.

TrE work of establishing a government under
French supervision was initiated with Forey’s decree
of June 16, 1863, authorizing the nomination by the
cmperor’s minister, Saligny, of thirty-five Mexican citi-
zens to form a Junta Superior de Gobierno, that is to
say, a governmental board,! to elect by absolute major-
ity three citizens, who were to form the chief executive
authority.? The junta was likewise clothed with
power to choose 215 Mexican citizens, without dis-
tinction of rank or class, aged twenty-five years and
upwards, and in full possession of all their civil rights,
who, associated with the junta superior, were to con-
stitute an Asamblea de I\% otables. The duty of this

I The junta was to meet two days after the publication of the decree of
its appointment, presided over by the senior in age, and the two junior mem-
bers were to act as secretaries. Aléz., Boletin Ley., 1863, 48-54; Nioz, Expéd.
du Mez., 292-3. .

!Two suplentes, or substitutes, were also to be chosen. Among other
duties of the junta were to constitute itself into several sections for delib-
erating on affairs of the various departments of government, such as rela-
tions, treasury, war, etc.; when called upon by the executive, to sit as a

peneral assembly to treat of matters of high import. .
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assembly was to decide upon a definitive form of gov-
ernment, by the votes of at least two thirds of the
members. If, after three days’ balloting, the requi-
site majority had not been obtained, then the junta
superior was to dissolve the assembly, and call other
215 citizens, with the privilege of reélecting some of
the members of the preceding one. After determin-
ing the form of government, the asamblea was to
give its attention to such affairs as might be brought
before it by the executive. The first session of this
body was to last five days, the executive having the
privilege of extending it. Its work was to be done
1n secret session, but 1ts resolutions or acts authenti-
cated by the president and secretaries might be given
to the press® The members of the: executive were
required to distribute among themselves the six gov-
ernment portfolios, appointing and removing their
subordinates. They were jointly the executive, and
as such might promulgate or veto, as they deemed
proper, the resolutions of the asamblea de notables;
and their functions were to ccase immediately upon
the installation of the definitive government pro-
claimed by said assembly.

Pursuant to that organic statute, Forey, on the 18th
of June, confirmed the nominations made by Saligny
to constitute the junta superior de gobierno.* This
body became installed on the 18th, and on the 21st
elected the three persons who were to constitute the
executive authority, namely, Juan Nepomuceno Al-

8 Neither the members of the junta superior, nor those of the asamblea,
were to receive any pay.

¢ Among its members were some who had prominently figured in the
country’s past history, such as José Ignacio Pavon, Manuel Diez de Bonilla,
Teodosio Lares, Francisco Javier Miranda, generals Mora y Villamil and
Adrian Woll, Fernando Mangino, Juan Hicrro Maldonado, General Santiago
Blanco, and others, Méx., Boletin Ley., 1863, 53-6; Peridd. Ofic. Imp. Mex.,
July 21, 1863; Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 283—4; Zarco, La Junta de los 35,
in Estrella de Occid.. Sept. 11, 1863. This last authority positively
asserts that u{‘;wards of six out of the 35 were beggars, ‘vivian de pedir
limosna,’ which guarantced their christian humility, and stamped the new
order of thinﬁs with an almost democratic origin; there were also among them
& number of decrepit men and imbeciles,
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monte, Mariano Salas” and Pelagio Antonic de
Labastida y Ddvalos, archbishop of Mexico. For
substitutes were chosen Juan Bautista de Ormaechea
y Ernaiz, bishop of Tulancingo, and José Ignacio
Pavon. The executive elect qualified on the same
date, Bishop Ormaechea filling pro tempore the chair
of Archbishop Labastida, who was absent in Europe.®
The triumviri, on assuming their functions the 24th
of June, issued an eminently conservative-clerical
manifesto, which for the time brought peace upon the
pious souls that had been so greatly disturbed by
Forey’s proclamation of the 12th.’

Juan Nepomuceno Almonte, thus made a member
and actually chief of the triumvirate, was reputed to
be a son of the illustrious priest Morelos. The name
Almonte came to him in this wise: His father, when-
ever a battle was impending, would order the boy
carried al monte, that 1s, to the woods, and thus he
was reared on the battle-field during the wars of in-
dependence,® for which reason his military record was

5 A biographical sketch of his early life was given in this work at the time
he became president of the republie. :

¢ There 1s no evidence that Pavon had any part in the acts of administra-
tion. The following persons were appointed under-secretaries: José Miguel
Arroyo, for foreign affairs; José Ignacio Anievas, Felipe Raygosa, José Sala-
zar Ilarregui, Juan de Dios Peza, and Martin de Castillo y Cos, respectively
for government, justice and ecclesiastical affairs, fomento, war, and treasury,
Domenech, Hist. du Mezx., iii. 123-4; Arrangoiz, Méj., iii, 122; Iglesias, Inter-
vencion, ii. 15-27.

?Forey had, on the 23d, announced the appointment of the provisional
chiefs, thanking the people for what he called their active and intelligent co-
operation, The triumvirate's address reviews the past, and promises that the
Franco-Mexican army would pursue tho constitutional government till it
surrendered or was driven from the country. As to the religious question,
the Roman worship was now restored and free; the church would exercise its
authority without having an enemy in the government; and ‘el Estado con-
certard con ella la manera de resolver las graves cuestiones pendientes,’ or in
other words, pending questions would be referred for settlement to the papal
court., The atheism and immoral anti-social propagandism, which they un-
blushingly declared to have been under a cloak established in the schools
and colleges, would cease. ‘La instruccion catélica, sélida, y mas estensa
posible,” would engage their especial attention. Difficulties with foreign
powers would' be arranged, and with the rrobcction of France and the other
nations Mexico would ﬁe respected abroad. Aéx., Boletin Ley., 1863, 59-60,
ap. 493-8; Peridd. Ofic. Imp. Mex., July 21, 1863; La Voz de A€j., Aug. 27,
1863; Fiint's Mex. under J};z., 42-8.

%To amuse him, Morelos organized a company of boys of his own age,
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made to date from 1815. He was educated in the
United States,and the principles, both social and politi-
cal that he acquired there, influenced a considerable
portion of his public career. A resolute enemy of
the Spaniards, he, with many other prominent Mexi-
cans, saw in them the constant disturbers of Mexico’s
peace, and heartily joined Guerrero’s supporters. In
1830, when serving in the national congress, he be-
came -an object of government persecution, and had
to conceal himself. About that time he was chief
editor of E! Atleta, and, with others, accused Presi-
dent Bustamante’s administration of permitting
foreign intervention in Mexican affairs. The paper
succumbed under the heavy fines imposed by the gov-
ernment, till the press and type were sold by auction.’
In 1839 his political ideas had become much modified,
as a member in the cabinet of a conservative adminis-
tration; but he still had faith in the ability of the
country to recuperate itself. It was then that he
Proi)gsed that all persons encouraging foreign power
in Mexico, or the dismemberment of her territory,
should be declared guilty of treason, and the measure
became a law. Almonte was in 1840 and later one of
the most pronounced enemies of monarchial schemes
for his country. In 1841 he was accredited as minis-
ter plenipotentiary to Washington, and held the posi-
tion till 1845, during which period he exerted himself
to ward off a war between the two countries. The
annexation of Texas being authorized by the A meri-
can congress, he went back to Mexico, where he con-
tinued to fill important positions, invariably opposing
measures against the clergy. It is said that in 1846
he persuaded President Paredes to seek European aid

which was known as the ‘compaiifa de los emulantes,’ of which Almonte
was made captain. The boys used to appear at the intrenchments. One day
they trinmphantly brought in a dragoon as prisoner, though the latter said
that he was on his way to surrender to Morelos. Alaman, Ifist. Méj., ii. 528,

® He accompanied Santa Anna to Texas in 1836, and was taken prisoner at
San Jacinto on the 21st of April. Conveyed with his chief to the U. 8., they
returned together the next Feb. on the man-of-war Pioneer. He continued in
the military service and rose to the rank of general of division.
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against the United States. He was then appointed
minister to France, but did not go there, and it has
been charged against him that he never accounted
for $20,000 that had been advanced to him."

During the war with the United States Almonte
served part of the time as secretary of war, and per-
formed other important work in defence of the country,
but does not seem to have done anything on the
battle-field. His name figured at one time as a can-
didate for the presidency. He had some disagree-
ment with Santa Anna, and resigned. His candidature
for the executive office was again brought forward in
1849, to be defeated. Presidential aspirations became
a passion with him; disappointment soured him, and
every opponent was looked on as an enemy.” During
Santa Anna’s last dictatorship Almonte took no part
in political affairs. After its overthrow, President
Comonfort sent him in 1856 as minister plenipoten-
tiary to London, where, neglecting his proper duties,
he devoted himself to the promotion of foreign inter-
vention and monarchial schemes. His course was
such that upon Comonfort’s downfall he was accredited
by the succeeding conservative administrations as
minister in Paris, and later also in Madrid. His
participation in the European schemes has been partly
alluded to elsewhere, and the rest will appear in the
course of this history. Almonte was the first to write
a treatise on the geography of Mexico.

Archbishop Labastida was born in the city of
Zamora and state of Michoacan on the 21st of March,

1 Arrived at Habana, he found Santa Anna was on the point of returning
to Mexico, and came back with him,

1 The fact appeared in a manuscript record of 197 pages found in Maxi-
milian’s private office. The notes to the manuscript are in French, many of
them in the handwriting of Félix Eloin, The document was later lodged in
the foreign office of Mexico. Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 318; Trasdores
pintados por st mismos, in Libro Secreto de Mazimil., 1-2. .

137t has been said against Almonte that he denied ition to his
mother, and never offered her any assistance though she lived by alms. Ccbe-
wit, Los Tres Maldilos, in La Estrella de Occid., 25, 1863.

Hisr, Mxx., Vor. VL. 6
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1816.* Having been nominated by President Santa
Anpa as the successor of Bishop Becerra at Puebla,*
his preconization took place the 23d of March, 1855;
and on the receipt of his bulls, he took the constitu-
tional oath before the president, and was consecrated in
the cathedral church of Puebla, by his friend Bishop
Munguia, on the 8th of July. The new diocesan prel-
ate devoted himself vigorously to the duties of his
office, applying his exertions especially to the acqui-
sition of sisters of the sacred heart. Two months
later he started upon a pastoral visit of the diocese,
which was presently interrupted by the annulment
by political events of ecclesiastical privileges. It is
unnecessary to repeat here the particulars of his ex-
patriation, which have been set forth in narrating the
occurrences of that period. Suffice it to say that it
is believed the motives prompting his action were
pure, and in keeping with the good qualities of his
heart and mind. I%e did, or allowed to be done,

18 His parents, Manuel Luciano de Labastida and Luisa D4valos y Ochoa,
were of pure white blood, in good social standing, and possessed a moderate
fortune, which was inherited by their son. In 1831, after a course of pre-

ratory instruction, young Labastida entered the ecclesiastical seminary of
Torelia, where by his superior talents, application, and amiable character he
soon won himself a distinguished place. At the consecration of Bishop Por-
tugal he was afforded the opportunity for a display of his attainments in
philesophy, mathematics, and belles-lettres, being rewarded therefor with a
scholarship, to which was added permission to study law, though it had been
founded exclusively for that of theology. On the 18thof July, 1838, he received
the order of subdeacon, and the next year was admitted to the bar. About this
time he was appointed 3rofessor of grammar, belles-lettres, and philosophy, &
position that had been declined by Clemente de Jestis Mungufa, who later be-
came bishop, and first archbishop of Michoacan. These two personages bore
for each other a life-long friendship, and in their career, both literary and
ecclesiastical, advanced side by side. They not only held professorships in
their alma mater, but also important ecclesiastical offices in their diocesc.
They became ﬂrebendaries, and five years after canons. Finally they were
&roposed together for the mitre of Michoacan at the death of Bishop Portugal.
ungufa became the bishop, and had Labastida with him as his provisor,
vicar of nuns, and in his absences left him as guardian of the diocese. The
latter was also proposed for the new mitre of San Luis Potosf, which was not
conferred on him, as it seems, he was reserved for higher places. Sosa, Epixc.
Mex., 220-32; Alm. Calend. Galvan., 1864, 47-50.

HFor what it may be worth, reference is made to a report circulated at
this time, that he paid the pope’s legate 400 doubloons, or $6,400, for his
mitre, Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, 318. This statement, together with other
things not creditable to the archbishop, was secretly communicated to Maxi-
milian. Maury, Bioy. de Monseiior Labastida, 53-62.
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what he considered proper in defence of the interests
of religion and the church, though always endeavor-
ing to avoid conflicts with the civil authority. During
his ten months residence in Puebla, and notably during
the siege of 1856, he gave proof of pasto: urity,
charity, and zeal, as well as of fortitude and abnega-
tion.® The bishop sojourned in Cuba till he obtained
leave of the pope to reside in Rome. In this forced
absence from his native country he visited the chief
cities of Europe, Palestine, Egypt, and India. Mira-
mon’s government accredited him as minister pleni-
potentiary near the papal court. On the 11th of
October, 1863, he arrived at the city of Mexico as
archbishop.”® Labastida’s acts as a member of the
government created under the auspices of French bayo-
nets will appear in describing current events. It will be
well to say, however, that though some of his acts laid
him open to severe criticism on the part of a large
portion of his countrymen, not even his political oppo-
nents failed to bold him in respect, both as a man and
prelate, and certainly no one ever accused him of being
an enemy to his country. After his separation from
political complications he was engaﬁed exclusively in
his prelatic duties. In 1867 he attended the ecumenical
council at Rome, and was on the committee of eccle-
siastical discipline. In May 1871 he was back in his
diocese attending to its affairs, ever deserving to be
classed among the most distinguished of Mexico’s
ecclesiastics.

Juan B. D’Ormaechea had been a member of the
junta of reactionary notables, and for his services in
the cause of reaction had been rewarded with the
newly created mitre of Tulancingo. He was more
diplomatic than his metropolitan, whom he represented
in the triumvirate. .

Qe § . .

1 1 bad boen 85 proclmaed Mutoh 16, 1085, And sgeCher with s iond
Munguia, received the pallium on the next day at the hands of Cardinal Anto-

nelli. The ephemerides of his private and public life may be seen in La Vos
de Mé., July 8, 9, 10, 1881,
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The executive gave the force of law to all of Forey’s
decrees to the 25th of June, including one to outlaw
malefactors and bring them to trial by a French court-
martial.” This act displeased a large number of
citizens, who could not see the propriety of Mexicans
being tried by French officers. The fact is, that the
triumviri forming the executive were controlled by
their French superiors.® The order of Guadalupe
was restored by decree of June 30th, on the plea of
respeet for Pope Pius IX., who had sanctioned it, and
for the foreign sovereigns and distinguished person-
ages on whom it had been conferred.”

The junta superior appointed®™ the so-called nota-
bles who were to constitute the assembly, and, con-
jointly with the above-named body, were to meet on-
the 8th of July, to determine the future form of
government. It is hardly necessary to say that the
so-called notables were, with a few exceptions, who
also called themselves monarchists, the mere tools of
the reactionary plotters.* Teodosio Lares was chosen
president, and Alejandro Arango y Escandon and José

17 Decrees of June.20th and July 1st. Mez., Boletin Ley., 1863, 57-8, 95-6.
General Forey, Coleccion Completa de los Decretos Generales Expedidos por
...Mexico, 1863, 8vo, pp-_40, contains a collection of decrees issued by
General Forey, the principal of which order a reduction of import duties, the
confiscation of the property of persons taking up arms against the French in-
tervention, the appointment of & commission to late the matter of munici-
811 property sold at inadequate prices, as also the privileges of the press.
thers relate to the organization of the government and the establishment of
courts-martial for the suppression of banditti.

18 Forey was at the head in military matters, Saligny in political affairs,
and Budin in financial matters.

Y]Instituted by Iturbide in 1822; abolished after his dethronmement; re-
vived by Dictator Santa Anna in 1853, and again definitively suppressed by his
successor in 1855. It is here revived a second time, and its d cross con-
ferred, perhaps pensioned with §2,000 a year, on Forey and ﬁgny by their
creatures. Le¢févre, Doc. Mazximiliano, 320-1; Méx., Derecho Intern., 3d pt,
695-708; Arrangosz, Méj., iii. 123; Méx., Boletin Ley., 1863, 91.

% June 29th, Méz., Boletin Ley., 1863, 66-8,

2 It has been asserted that the clothing with which some of the members
presented themselves was bought with French money. re, Doc. Maxi-
miliano, i. 327. This has been denied, and pronounced ‘la calumnia de un
republicano francés.” Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 124, Henry M. Flint, who in his
work, Mezico under Maxzimilian, approves the acts of the French and the
whole affair of icing Mexico under a monarchy, assures us, on page 55, that ~
the assembly of notables comprised the men who had in 1848 and 1849, and
again in 1860, ‘implored the United States to save Mexico and give her a good
government,’ which is quite possible.
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Marfa Andrade became the secretaries. The commit-
tee named to report on the form of gcvernment to be
adopted consisted of Ignacio Aguilar, Joaquin Velaz-
%uez de Leon, Santiago Blanco, Teéfilo Marin, and
ayetano Orozco.® After the assembly had been
thus constituted, the triumviri, who had arrived at
the palace midst the ringing of bells and the thunder
of artillery, were introduced into the assembly-cham-
ber by Bishop Ramirez, Doctor Sollano, generals
Marquez and g\lejfa, and two licentiates. Almonte
and his colleagues and Lares, the president, took
seats under the canopy. Forey and Saligny sat oppo-
site the table. The under-secretaries of state were
mixed in with the members of the assembly. Gen-
erals Bazaine, Douay, Castagny, Andrade, and Her-
ran, with their aids, occupied tribunes reserved for.
representatives of the army.” ‘
Almonte, speaking for the executive, frankly set
forth the gravity of the situation, and of the action the
assembly was to take in deciding upon the future of
Mexico. He laid stress on the calamities of the lust
forty years, abstaining, however, from suggesting any
particular form of government. Not so ]g.aares, who,
assuming to know the proclivities of the body he pre-
sided over, in his answer to the executive set down
conclusions significant of a preconcerted declaration
in favor of monarchism. It was now clear that it
had all been arranged beforehand. The holy ghost
had been invoked, with prayers and masses, for its aid
in a not particularly holy business. For several days
before the farce was played every one of these nota-
bles knew that his part in it was to proclaim a mon-
archy, with Maximilian of Austria as the puppet
ruler. Barrds, editor of L' Estafette, was instigated
to say that if a foreign prince was not called to the
" throne, the French troops would go away, and leave

# The three first named were ministers during Santa Anna's dictatorship.
Marin held the same position under Miramon, and all were rank reactionists,
# The tribunes were filled with spectators, among whom were many women.
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the interventionists to their own resources.* After
listening to Almonte’s and Lares’ remarks, and look-
ing into Forey’s and Saligny’s faces, the assembly
went into secret session. The committee on the 10th
made their report, which, it is said, was read amid
great applause.® Its author was Ignacio Aguilar, the
person who planned the plebiscit for Santa Anna, and
gave him the title of ‘alteza serenfsima.” His picture
of the evils Mexico had undergone from the year of
independence till 1857 was, to say the least, highly
colored.”® It did not in all its points meet with the
approbation of those calling themselves the oldest
and firmest monarchists; but in consideration of the
idea proclaimed,and of certain paragraphs they deemed
truthful, it was accepted as a whole. The document
-terminated with the following propositions: 1st, the
Mexican nation adopts for its form of government a
moderate, hereditary monarchy, with a Roman cath-
olic prince; 2d, the sovereign will assume the title of
- ‘emperor of Mexico’; 3d, the imperial crown of Mexico
is tendered to his imperial and royal highness Prince
Ferdinand Maximilian, archduke of Austria, for-him-
self and his descendants; 4th, in the event that, owing
to circumstances impossible to foresee, Archduke
Ferdinand Maximilian should not take possession of
the throne tendered him, the Mexican nation af)peals
to the benevolence of his majesty Napoleon III., em-
peror of the French, to nominate another catholic

- m
prince.

We are told by the friends of the scheme that the

8 Iglesias, Interv., ii. 45-8. The proceedings of this memorable day were
full?; described in L’ Estafette, Saligny’s organ.

Hidalgo, A puntes, 174, assures us that it stirred a deep enthusiasm, and

was afterward read with much interest and appreciation in Europe.

® Arrangoiz, Af¢]., iii. 123, declares it exaggerated. Of course the con-
stitution of 1857 and the reform laws were the reactionists’ eye-sore, and made
their patriotic hearts bleed. They alleged that Mexico had been during forty
years ruled by robbers, vagabonds, and incendiaries, forgetting that their
own party had ruled the greater part of that time, and that some men, now
members of the asamblea de notables, had committed the worst outrages re-
corded in Mexican annals.

# Chynoweth, Fall of Max., 43-4, gives a translation of the propositions
as they were passed.
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propositions were received with the warmest satisfac-
tion, by an immense concourse of people of all classes
thronging the galleries of the chamber, the spacious
corridors and courts of the government palace, and
the great plaza of the cathedral. There is no doubt
of it. The theatrical exhibitions prepared to grace
such occasions have been applauded often enough in
Mexico and other places. The Fopu]ace is fickle;
money properly distributed will work wonders.
French rulers and Mexican reactionists well knew
how to manipulate such evolutions.® The proposi-
tions having geen approved,” they were on the 11th
published by edict. The assembl{ gave a vote of
thanks to several persons for their labors in favor of
a monarchy.® On motion of Bishop Ramirez, José
M. Andrade, and Secretary Arango, it was resolved
that a copy of the proclamation of a monarchy should
be forwarded to the pope, beseeching his blessing on
the work now inaugurated, and on the prince chosen
by the nation. On the 13th a committee of the as-
sembly waited on the triumviri, and placed in their
hands the record of their resolutions, among which
was one adopted on the 11th, on the title to be borne
by the executive, namely, that of Regencia del Im-
perio Mexicano.®

®The minister of relations of President Juarez called them ‘demostra-
ciones de jubilo arrancadas por obra de la policia.” Dublan and Lozano, Leg.
Mez., ix. 645. Strange though it may apEenr, notwithstanding the repeated
occasions offered since the landing of the French expedition, neither the men
who thus truckled to Forey and Saligny, nor even the most hardened con-
servatives, had, till the arrival of the expedition at the capital, made any
public demonstration in favor of the monarchial form of government.
®The first by 229 ayes against 2 nays; the second and third unanimously;
the fourth by 211 against 9. Arraugoiz has it that only 15 of the members
failed to eit. Lefdvre makes it 19; the former asserting that some were pre-
vented by sickness, and the greater number belonging to the moderate liberal
rty had kept away from fear of losing a comfortable position, rather than
rom political conviction. The truth is, that those persons declined the
doubtful honor of belonging to such a body.
¥ Napoleon and Eugénie, Forey and the Franco-Mexican army; Saligny;
Wagner, minister of Prussia; t’Kint de Rodenbeck, chargé from Belgium;
Padre Miranda, Gutierrez de Estrada, Andrade, Hidalgo, and others. In
their modesty, they actually omitted to thank themselves, It was also de-
creed that a bust of Napoleon III. should be placed in the hall of congress.
Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 130; Iidalgo, Apuntes, 175~6; Niozx, Expéd. du Mez.,

T last till the sovereign’s arrival. Méz., Boletin Leyes, 125-6.
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A fter this pronunciamiento—to use a favorite Mex-
ican word—arrangements were made to obtain adher-
ence thereto by cities and towns not occupied by
republican forces. The acts of acceptance were duly
forwarded to the monarch elect in Europe. The
asamblea de notables then addressed & communication
to Forey, congratulating him on the series of victo-
ries which had brought him and his army to the capi- .
tal, and assuring him Mexico would ever remember
. his name with respect and gratitude. The notables
wished his name to be accompanied in history with
the unanimous testimony of their warm acknowledg-
ment.®

Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of Hapsburg, or
Fernando Maximiliano, as he was known in Mexico,
second son of Archduke Franz Karl and Archduchess
Sophie, and a brother of Franz Joseph, emperor of
Austria, was born in Schoenbrunn on the 6th of
July, 1832. After completing a classical education
and mastering six languages, he devoted himself to
the study of branches required for the naval profes-
sion which he bad adopted, and with the view of
acquiring a practical knowledge of its duties, he made
several voyages. He also visited some of the most
prominent countries in Europe and the Orient. In
1854 he was summoned to Vienna to assume the com-
mand in chief of the Austrian navy. In 1856 he
travelled in northern Germany, France, and Holland,
and was in Paris a fortnight as the honored guest of
Napoleon III., who placed at his disposal the palace
of Saint Cloud. It was then that the most friendly
relations were established between Napoleon and
Maximilian, destined to be subsequently 1nterrupted
by events in Mexico. The latter paid a visit in 1857
_ 32The document concludes with the following words: ¢ Acepte, pues,
V. E., este voto de gracias, que en medio de los mas vivos aplausos le diri
la asambles, y con ¢l el homenage de nuestro respeto.” The signatures of Te-

odosio Lares, president, Alejandro Arangn y Escandon and José Maria An-
drade, secretaries, are affixed thereto, Tovur, //ist. Parl., i. 362.
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to England, and a second one to Belgium, where he
wedded the princess Marie Charlotte Amélie, after-
ward known in Mexico as Carlota, a daughter of
King Leopold I. and his queen, Louise of Orleans.

~ On the arrival of the young couple at Milan, Sep-
tember 16, 1857, they were the objects of a popular
ovation. They visited together Sicily, southern
Spain, the Canaries, and Madeira, the bride sojourn-
ing at the last-named island till her husband’s return
from a voyage to Brazil. Maximilian afterward in-
troduced many improvements in the Austrian naval
service, directed the construction of a navy-yard at
Pola, and the rebuilding of that town. By his orders
the frigate Novara made a voyage round the world,
and the sloop of war Carolina a scientific one to the
coasts of South America.

At this time the emperor, his brother, desiring that
he should take part in civil affairs, appointed him
governor-general of the Lombardo-Venetian king-
dom, retaining at the same time the command of the
imperial navy.® His two years’ tenure of office was
at a stormy period, a violent commotion then raging
among the Italians; but by his liberal and concilia-
tory spirit, Maximilian won their esteem, even though
they were earnest in their resolve to throw off the
Austrian yoke, and link their fate with a united Italy.
It was said at the time that the Austrian govern-
ment, then among the most despotic in Europe, re-
lieved him of the office because of his liberalism.
Whether true or not, the world gave Maximilian
credit for his good administration.* After his release
from the cares of state he fixed his residence in the

#He was a hard worker, often beginning the day at 5§ o’clock in the
morning.

. ¥ The British government testified to it in & despatch of Jan, 12, 1859, to
Lord Loftus, ambassador at Vienna, sa,ying that it acknowledged with un-
feigned satisfaction the liberal and conciliatory spirit shown by the Lom-
bardo-Venetian government while it was in charge of Archduke Ferdinand
Maximilian. Qutierrez de Estrada, Fern. Mazx., Notic. Biog., 21-7. See also
Mazim. y Carl., Adven., 11-17; Rivera, Qob. de Méz., ii. 644-5; Mazimil,,

»
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picturesque palace of Miramare, furnishing it with
magnificence and taste, and there devoting much of
his time to scientific, artistic, and literary labors.
Several works are witnesses of his industry; namely,
Sketches of Travel, Voyages to Brazil, Aphorisms, Ma-
rine Objects, Austrian Navy. Two volumes of his
poetical compositions were likewise published.

The question to be now elucidated is how the plan
of a monarchy for Mexico came to be considered, to-
gether with the grounds for its authors’ convictions
that it could be carried out, firmly and permanently
setting up a throne. When we consider the wars for
national independence which culminated in Iturbide’s
defection from the royal cause, the throne raised for
him, and from which he was hurled in a few months,
~ the efforts made to restore him to that throne termi-
nating with the catastrophe at Padilla, we should feel
that Mexico’s monarchy was a myth but for the fact of
its ending with a bloody episode, which proved that
the republic could not forgive even the liberator for
having dared to wear a crown. The occurrences
which filled the country with sorrow for all time to
come, the subsequent persecution of the liberator’s
friends, and of the Spaniards, who were suspected of
plotting to restore the Spanish king’s domination over
Mexico,” ought clearly to demonstrate what were the
feelings of the masses, and of the thinking class, on
the matter of the form of government. Afterward,
amid the direst calamities of civil commotion, through
a long period of years, there never was any indica-
tion that the Mexican people desired a monarchy.*
There was nothing to make the generation living
forty years after the expulsion of that system, when

35 8ce Hist. Mez., vol. iv., this series.

3 There was no reason why they should. The Mexicans, the few that
visited Spain only excepted, had never known their monarchs, They had
merely seen the viceroys, who ruled according to their own judgment, re-
specting the manners and customs transmitted from remote times. The inon-
archy left on Mexican eoil neither the interests of a secular nobility, nor even
& moral interest.
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it was forgotten, and republican life and language had
hecome a part of Mexican nature—there was nothing,
I say, to awaken in these latter-day Mexicans a de-
sire for the restoration of an order of things which
they never had known, and never had been taught to
venerate.”

Turning to the earlier years of the republic, and
noting the deadly animosity existing betwecn the
escocés, or centralist party, and the yorkino, or feder-
alist, it will be remembered that the remnants of the
former in their efforts to rally and face their oppo-
nents always showed timidity, because a hated name
bore them down—that of monarchists, as the people
insisted on calling them. At last, when a writer
called them couservadores, they clutched at the new
name that should enable them to make recruits, and
they again became a political party; but it was a re-
publican party, and as such was sometimes in power,
and at others in the opposition, but under no cir-
cumstances pretending to advocate monarchism.®

In September 1840 José Marfa Gutierrez de Es-
trada—the man so prominent in the events of 1861
and subsequent years connected with the monarchial
scheme — returned to Mexico, after an absence of
some years in Europe, when the expediency of a
change in the constitution was publicly discussed.
Declining a position in the cabinet and a seat in the
senate, Gutierrez availed himself of the opportunity
to bring forward the ideas he had become imbued
with in his European travels—the establishment of a
monarchy in Mexico. In a pamphlet, accompanied
with a letter to President Bustamante, he endeavored
to show® that Mexico would never enjoy peace and

% Prim wrote Napoleon III., March 17, 1862, that there were few men in
Mexico imbued with monarchial sentiments; that a few rich men, poesibly,
would accept a foreign monarch, who might retain his throne as long as
French bayonets supported him; but those men could do nothing for him
after the supporting force had left; he must then fall. Veritas, Nuevas
Reflez. Cuest. }')'Oranco-ﬂa., 116-18; Lefévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 292,

% The old leaven still worked, however, among & limited number of the

, Who showed their hand in 1844, as will be made to appear.
He ably displayed the best records of the monarchial system, and de-
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welfare till she discarded the republican form of gov-
ment* and accepted the monarchial, with a foreign
prince for the first occupant of the throne.

The publication of such a document—at a time of
popular excitement, when the people wanted to do
away with the central régime existing since 1835, and
to restore the federal constitution of 1824—may well
be imagined. The government did not prevaricate on
that occasion. The author was treated as a political
heretic; his letter and pamphlet were condemned as
scandalous, offensive to the nation, and in the highest
degree unconstitutional.® During his subsequent
residénce of many years in Europe he did not lose
sight of his pet scheme. Itsintroduction in Mexican
politics was again tried during Herrera’s administra-
tion in 1844, the remnants of the monarchists coming
together and resolving to strike- a blow at their fed-
eralist foes.? A revolution broke out, headed by Gen-
eral Paredes, which is fully detailed in the proper
place. If we are to believe Gutierrez, Paredes was
the active instrument of the monarchists.® Whatso-
ever their number—and it could not be large—they
certainly bad no strength to effect the transtormation,
picted the republican calamities of Mexico. Gutierrez de Estrada, Carta dirij.
...Presid., 3-98. Gutierrez de Estrada really had come to believe that a
monarchy was the only remedy for Mexico's ills; he can scarcely be called a
traitor. Diaz, Datos Biog., M3., 67.

49 He said it was unsuited to the manners, customs, and traditions of the
Mexican people, for everything in the country was monarchic.

41 The copies offered for sale were gathered in and submitted to the action
of the criminal court, which had declared the production subversive and se-
ditious. See order of the minister of the interior, Oct. 21, 1840, to gov-
ernors, etc.,.in Aléx., Col. Ley. y Dec., 1839-40, 796-7. In & proclamation
tbeEpresident called Gutierrez a traitor and political transfuge, who had gone
to Europe a republican and come back a monarchist. Several political leaders,
among them Santa Anna and Almonte, published strong protests against the
pawmphlet. Indeed, its arguments were treated with scorn; and the author’s
countrymen heaped reprobation on his head, and he was obliged to quit the
country as & public satisfaction. On the other hand, Evropean monarchists
highly commended his effort. But though his personal friends, relatives, and -
former political associates were often afterward in power, no administration
dared to give him permission to return. He became an old man in exile,

4t was the most favorable opportunity they could have desired to carr
21: the.i‘r v2ise)w-; Gutierrez de Estrada, Méz. y guropa, 33-4; Rivera, Gob.

., ii. 282-3.

1t will be remembered that Paredes’ manifesto reminded the people of
the benefits they had enjoyed during the Spanish domination.
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notwithstanding Gutierrez’ assertion that they com-
prised the first men in the country for their social stand-
ing, the greater portion of the clergy,* and all who
had changed their opinions as a result of their past
experience. It was quite evident that without Euro-
pean aid the so-called monarchist party was powerless.*
Coming now to the French intervention period,
with Juarez’ triumph over Miramon, the ascendency
of liberal republican principles was for & time consid-
ered as permanently secured. But it was not yet to
be so; for the reactionists, though in a l}opeless
minority, and without means to push their pretensions,
‘would not, as we have seen, -give up the contest.
Hopes were held out to them from abroad. The plan
to continue the civil war was adopted at Tlalpan,
January 18, 1861, under the leadership of Leonardo
Marquez. It was to be, they said, a fight for law-and
order. At the same time, a number of their affiliated,
residing in Paris, went to work at the French court
to obtain help, and later, through the influence of the
exiled bishops, the pope favored their plans; but it
appears that at first they only hoped foraid to restore
their strength, without any thought of the European
owers entertaining the idea of a monarchy in Mexico.
he thought was, most probably, put into their heads
by Napoleon III., whosaw his opportunity in the dis-
turbed political condition of the United States, and
especially after the latter refused to take part in the
intervention proposed. The reactionists in Mexico
had no idea, at least expressed, of any form of govern-
ment other than the republitan, as was made evident
in their organ.® Then again, we have the evidence
# And yet the ecclesiastical chapters refused funds for the support of Pa-
redes’ army, though the cathedral of Mexico had been asked only to loan
. 2?80&023" monthly during one year, that is to say, $2,400,000 from all the
©Qutierrez Estrada in 1848 laid before the British and French govern-
ments a memorandum containing his views on the neceesity of their affording
such aid. Extracts from that document were given to the press by him in
1847, Francisco Javier Miranda bei_n% the responsible editor.

% They bad sct ug what they called a supreme government at Zimgxn,
in the present state of Hidalgo, and had an organ, the Boletin Oficial, which in
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of one of the most prominent leaders of the party,
José Marfa Cobos. In his manifesto published at
Saint Thomas he clearly gives the views of his party,
after the French had invaded the country, a.ncf they
were republican.?
It has been asserted that the same persons who
invited foreign intervention had hoped for aid from
the United States government; and when it failed
them, raised a large fund—not less than eight million
~dollars from Mexico alone—and proposed to a number
of influential men in the United States to join them
in establishing a stable government in Mexico. It
has been further stated that a number of the most
distinguished officers of the United States army were
enlisted in the cause. A government, with probably
an Iturbide at its head, but with the administration
of affairs in the hands of United States citizens, was
to be created.®
The Mexican monarchial scheme was not taken up
at hap-hazard and at the eleventh hour by the French
government. Billault, the minister, denied that it
had originated with his government. In a speech of
June 27, 1862, in the French chamber, he stated that
numerous Mexicans © had declared themselves in favor

its first number said that the conservative party abhorred and rejected every
scheme tending to diminish or imperil the national independence. In the
second namber it advocated centralism in the form proposed in 1853; and in
the sixth the language was most explicit: ¢ piensa que conviene al la
forma de gobicrno republicana, representiva, popular, central.’ Veritas,
Nuevas Reﬂ%z. Cluest, Franco-Mez., 111-12,

41 He groposed to Almonte, then placed in power under French influence,
to shape his policy on a conservative basis, ‘sin mezcla de monarquia extran-
jera, por la que nadie opinaba.’ Romero, Intrig. Lurop., 46-7.

# These facts were divnlged by Sylvester Mowry, who added that a docu-
ment embodﬁ'ing the statistics and plan of the enterprise, grepared by alead-
ing man of New York, assisted by &en. MecClellan, C. P. Stone, himself, and
several of the first men for talents, influence, and wealth, was laid before
Napoleon III., who perused it with pleasurc and profit. Success was certain;
but the U. 8. government, whose neutrality had been asked, interposed its
authority, and the project was reluctantly abandoned. Flint's Afex. under
Maz., 34-6. Mowry, like Arrangoiz, would have the world believe that only
the conservatives and their clerical allies, with perhaps a few of the less ob-
jectionable liberals, had a:gthing at stake in Mexico worth protecting.

* Gutierrez Estrada, Padre Miranda, José Hidalgo, Mufioz Ledo, Almonte,
and others. Most of them, if not all, had been in Paris a long time, and
knew little or nothing of the real state of affairs in Mexico. They were not
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of monarchy as the only form of government capable
of restoring orderin Mexico; that several presidents®
had intended to open negotiations in Europe toward
securing it for their country; thatseveral statesmen *
believe§ it the only recourse to end the anarchy kept
up by a few hundred men, who to hold the central
power were ruining the people; and finally, that it
was thought a foreign prince would be more accept-
able than a Mexican one, as he would awaken less
rivalry, better control the situation, and present a
stronger and more lasting arrangement. Billault
added that Archduke Maximilian would be the best
qualified prince for the position.”® Be it remembered,
that, according to this minister, the matter had been
broached in a diplomatic conversation, as a suggestion,
subject at all events to the will of the people. It was
said—after the French reverse at Puebla, but before
the arrival of Forey’s army—that Billault was care-
ful to avoid even a semblance of rivalry between the
allied powers, and was, therefore, very reticent as
to the real motives prompting the choice of Maximil-
ian over other princes equaﬁy entitled to be candi-
dates.®®

true representatives of their country, and had no authority to speak for it,
‘What they wanted was to come bac sup;orted by foreign bayonets.

% Referring no doubt to Santa Anna, Zuloaga, and Miramon. The latter
may have asked for intervention for his own purposes. Zuloaga’s opinion
on the sabject was the same as Cobos’.

31 The French ministers, and Mon, the Spanish ambassador in Paris.

%2 Domenech thought him unfit for it. His words are, ‘il crut que le
Mexique était une succursale de la Lombardie,’ and that by enacting good
laws he would be Mexico’s benefactor. Hist. du Mez., ii. 363.

83 Spain had her projects, though her government made a denial. Calde-
ron Collantes, minister of foreign affairs, on the 9th of April, 1862, at an
interview with Arrangoiz, exhibited much displeasure at the selection of an
Austrian instead of a Spaniard. He pretended ignorance of tho plan; but it
was mere gn‘etence, for Almonte had ivulied it to him in Dec. 1861. Collan-
tes thought it was yet time to 1gt‘opose the Spanish princess Isabel, marry-
ing her to the reigning prince of Roumania. But as she was a mere child, he
next mentioned the sister of Queen Isabel II., and her husband. Hidalgo
asserted that tho mnonarchists had, through Gutierrez and himself, tendered
the crown to Isabel’s brother-in-law, the duc de Montpensier, who neither
accepted nor declined it. Arrangoiz wrote to Paris toascertain if any change
could be brought about, and tho answer was published in La Epoca of Ma-
drid, on the 23d of April, 1862. Hidalgo and the others belicved in Maximil-
ian’s friendship for Spain, which that prince was manifesting at this time,
but in the course of events they discovered their mistake. Prim’s abandon-
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Napoleon had said that he had no candidate of his
family. Mexico would not for a moment think of a
British protestant prince. As for Spain, a large por-
tion of the Mexican people would look on the selec-
tion of a Spanish prince as a reconquest of their
country. Moreover, the three allied powers, it was
decided, should be left out of any combination by
which either of them would have an undue advantage
in Mexico. Maximilian was then selected and ac-
cepted by France and England. Hidalgo has it that
Gutierrez de Estrada had ascertained, early in Octo-
ber 1861, that the archduke would accept the throne
on two conditions: 1st, that Mexico should sponta-
neously ask for him ; 2d, that the support of France
and England should be given him. [it was on these
conditions that Maximilian, on the 8th of December,
in a letter to Gutierrez de Estrada, answering one

dated October 30th from several Mexicans, gave in

his acceptance of the crown.* The question would
remain unsolved but for certain circumstances that
throw light upon it, showing that the treaty of peace
at Villafranca between France and Austria might be
mixed with Mexican affairs.

An article in the Ttalian journal Nuova Italia said
that one of its friends had seen in the office of Count
Cavour, Piedmontese minister of foreign affairs, an
Italian map wherein the island of Sardinia and Li-
guria were indicated as possessions to be ceded to
France, the former in compensation for the abandon-
ment of Gaeta and the recognition of the new
kingdom of Italy, and the latter in exchange for the
Lombardo-Venetian kingdom.®* The latter exchange
ment of Mexico put an end to Collantes’ schemes. Arrangoiz, A¢/., iii. 7-8,
17, 82-4; IHidalgo, Apuntes, 50, 71-4, 86, 94.

% Maximilian’s letter was forwarded by Gutierrez to Ignacio Aguilar for
. the benefit of their accomplices. Gutierrez de Estrada, Méz. y el Archid., 18;
Domenech, fist. du Mez., ii. 364-9. The subject occupied the attention of
the Spanish ministry and congress. Codrtes, Diario Senado, ii., ap. no. 83,
84-8; Id., Congreso, ii., no. 45, 747-55, iii., no. 64, 953; vi., ap., i., no. 138,
53, 84-8, no. 139, 2772-3, no. 140, 2789-91, no. 141, 2813-17, no. 142, 2838-9.

% The first part of the programme, it is said, failed, owing to British
agencies, :

’
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was supposed to be connected with Mexico in this
way: the republican government was to be destroyed,
and replaced by an Austrian archduke, with the hope
of negotiating afterward with his brother the cession
of Lombardo-Venetia.*

We must now ascertain when, how, and by whom
the propositions were made in Vienna. The Guzette,
a scmi-official organ of the Austrian government,
said, in August 1863, that in the autumn of 1861
both the chief and representative of the Mexican
monarchists, then in Paris, confidentially asked if, in
the event of an initiative by France, with England’s
sanction, an Austrian archduke were invited to oc-
cupy the throne of Mexico, specially naming Ferdi-
nand Maximilian, there would be good reason to
apprchend a repulse. It was then asserted that the
archduke would not refuse the crown if his brother,
the emperor, approved of the arrangement. The
answer was, that no such proposals could be considered
uuless conditioned upon guarantees of success to secure
the dignity of the archduke and of the imperial
house. The Austrian court resolved to maintain a pas-
sive attitude, without approaching France or England
on the subject, and quietly awaited the formal tender
on the -basis of the -conditions it had demanded.”

% This province was to be conveyed to Italy in payment for Liguria, which
was to become French. Parisian correspondence of L'Escaut, Aug. 16, 18G3.
'T'he Presse of Vienna, without a clear explanation, also spoke of & demand in
compensation as of a very probable thing, declaring beforchband that the Aus-
trian government would not assent thereto. Leférre, Doc. Mazimiliano, i.
207-8; Romero, Intrig. Europ., 53. Hidalgo, Apuntes, 72, pronounces the
cxchange of Venice for Mexico a *cuento inventado por la icia.’ It may
have been a flight of imagination, but as Hidalgo from his own intercsted
motives has indulged in such flights, his assertions are not entitled to credence
uuless corroborated from reliable and unbiased sources.

% The document, as semi-official, could not be explicit. As a matter of
fact, it said too much and too little: the former, inasmuch as it stated that
before the signing of the London convention of Oct. 31, 1861, the Austri:n
government %ad Leen confidentially approached to ask if Maximilian would
accept a throne in Mexico, if called thereto by France, with England’s sane-
tion; the latter, because the article spoke only of the chief au(f representa-
tive of the so-called monarchial party of Mexico, who could be no others
than Gutierrez and Almonte, and these persons had no authority to speak for
a party not existing. It is clear that the overtures emanated from some per-
sonage occupying & higher plane in the official world. Lefévre, Doc. Mazi-

diano, i. 299-300.
Huwr, Mzx., Vor. VI. T
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Another Austrian organ, Le Mémorial Diplomatique,
confirmed the foregoing statement, adding that Em-
peror Franz Joseph had left to his brother the right
of accepting or not the proffered crown at the proper
time. However, he sent, immediately after the re-
ceipt of the confidential overtures from the French
court,® Count de Rechberg, his minister of foreign
affairs,” to Miramare to apprise Maximilian of what
was in reserve for him on the successful issue of the
French intervention, and the expression of the will
of the Mexican people, together with the personal
benevolent feeling of Napoleon ITIL.; and it was left
to Maximilian to decide for himself. The archduke
appeared much moved at this manifestation of good-
will on the part of the French emperor. Now, this
semi-official statement does not agree with Hidalgo’s
version, and never having been contradicted by the
imperial government, it must be accepted as the true
one, even though it overthrows Billault’s and Hidal-
go’s storics, as well as Thouvenel’s sincerity. There-
fore, it would seem that it was Napoleon himself wha
made the communication to Franz Joseph, and that
Almonte went to Vienna as a bearer of confidential
despatches.® : .
Amidst all that, Billault, on the 26th of July,
1862, in answering Jules Favre, affirmed that the
French army, on marching upon Mexico, would ap-
peal to the people of the country to ascertain if they
wished or not. to support what he called the tyranny
of Juarez; and when hard pressed by his opponent,
declared that if the nation reélected Juarez, the
French government would acquiesce without demur.
%8 7Mons. Thouvenel, French minister of foreign affairs, being asked by
Lord Cowley, Dritish ambassador, denied it; that is to say, he did not deny
that there were negotiations with the court of Vienna, Lut pretended that
they were carried on between that court and some Mexicans. Cdrtes, Diario
Searvlo, ii., ap. no. 83, 3.
% Maximilian, in his memorial to Gen. Escobedo, May 29, 1867, speaks of
it, without naming the individual, as a ‘persona de alta gerarquia de Austria.’
61t is at least certain that the FrcucL rendered secret aid; and it is also

» fact that the negotiations between Paris and Miramare lasted cight months.
Kératry, Max., 7.
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Saligny, on the contrary, resorted to no subterfuges.
He said plainly that the object of the intervention
was not to find out the opinion of the Mexicans on
the form of government, but to fix in the family—
that is to say, among the conservatives—the basis of
the establishment that Mexico anxiously expected
from the friendly interposition of the third Napoleon.
The official newspapers received orders to prepare _
public opinion for this much-desired monarchy, and
Almonte, on his return from Vienna, sailed for Vera
Cruz, where he arrived early in March 1862. We
have already seen what he did.®

While the aforesaid proceedings were going on in
Europe, which culminated in Mexico as I have de-
tailed, the government of the United States, being
occupied with its internal war, was simply a looker-on,
pursuing a prudent course. Secretary Seward, on the
15th of December, 1862, wrote Matias Romero, Mex-
ican representative at Washington, that as war ex-
isted between France and Mexico, the United States
must “act in regard to it only on the principles which
have always governed their conduct in similar cases.”
Upon Juarez’' abandonment of the capital, the min-
ister of the United States, Corwin, declined his invi-
tation to follow him to San Luis Potosf. This course
was approved by Seward. On the 26th of Septem-
ber, 1863, the French being in possession of the
ca[lyita], and a crown having been tendered to Maxi-
milian, Seward wrote the ministers of the United
States at Vienna and Paris, and on the 23d of Octo-
‘ber to the minister at the British court, that the
American government would pursue a policy of strict
neutrality.* From the words and spirit of the secre-

€A Colonel Garcia surrendered Almonte’s correspondence to the Mexican
government; hence Doblado’s request to the allied plenipotentiaries for Al-
monte’s cxlpulsion, and the latter being taken under the protection of Loren-
oez and Saligny. .

¢ To the minister in Vienna he said: ‘The United States are not indif-
ferent to the events which are occurring in Mexico, They are regarded,
however, as incidents of the war between France and Mexico.” To the min.
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tary’s correspondence, it appears that if an imperial
government were firmly established in Mexico, by the
consent of the Mexican people, the United States

overnment would hold friendly relations with it, as
1t was doing with Brazil. But the course of the
Washington cabinet toward Maximilian’s government,
and its continued recognition of that of Juarez, made
it evident that in its estimation the empire lacked
stability, and its fall, after the French intervention
should cease, must follow.

ister in Paris he stated that the U. 8. ¢have neither a right nor a disposition
to intervene by force in the internal affairs of Mexico, whether to establish
and maintain a republic, or even & domestic government there, or to over-
throw an imperial or a foreign one, if Mexico chooses to establish or accept
it. The U. 8. have neither the right nor the disposition to intervene by force
en either side in the lamentable war which is going on between France and
Mexico.” To Minister Adams he used these words: *The U. S. can do no
otherwise than leave the destinies of Mexico in the keeping of her own
people, and recognize their sovereignty and independence in whatever form
they themselves shall choose that this sovereignty shall be manifested.” Mnch
discussion was had in the U. 8. congress and press on the Mexican question,
many seeing in the European proceedings & violation of the Monroe doctrine;
but a perusal of Monroe’s words will clearly show that there had been as yet
no attempt at violating that principle. U. 8. Govt Doc., Cong. 37, Sess. 3,
House Ex. 1; 307-441, passim; /d., vol. vi.; /d., House Journal, 702; /d.,
Cong. 38, Sess. 2, Sen. Ex., 11, 33; Id., Foreign Affiairs, 1862, 193, 338-40,
350-7, 377-8, 384-5, 392, 400-5; Id., 1863, pts i.-ii., 638-762, 1335-41; /d.,
1864, pt ii., 710-11, 936; U. 8. Qovt Doc., Cong. 37, Sess. 3, Sen. Journ.,
678; Id., Sen. Miscel., 13; Mex. 4ffairs, in President’s Mess., June 16, 1864;
N. Am. Rev., ciii. 137-42.
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MAXIMITIAN, EMPEROR OF MEXICO.
1863,

IxmERENT IDEA OF EMPIRE—MoNTEZUMA, ITURBIDE, MAXTMILIAN—FORCED
ADHESIONS—CHARACTER OF THE REGENTS—DEPUTATION TO MAXIMILIAN
—Hi1s ACCEPTANCE—MAXIMILIAN AND CHARLOTTE, THEIR CIIARACTER
AND PERSONAL APPEARANCE—IMPERIALIST SUCCESSES—MOVEMENTS OF
THE JUARISTS—ARRIVAL OF THE ARCHBISHOP—BAZAINE—FRENCE PoLicY
—ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED STATES—FALL 0¥ MORELIA—DEATH OF Co-
MONFORT—FURTHER FIGHTING.

THE prospects of a stable government could not
fail to appeal widely to the people, even if introduced
under the hateful though imposing auspices ¢f French
armies. Property holders had everywhere suffered
greatly from ravages and forced contributions, and
the effect of this extended also to a wide circle
around them, which otherwise, with true Mexican
volatility, was ready to welcome any change, especially
for the pomp and glitter of a court. The cause of
religion found naturally a large following, influenced
in particular by the women, who, seeing little in war
but its horrors, naturally preferred a prince of peace
of fair features and glittering paraphernalia to the
more logical and patriotic hberalism. As for the
Indians, living for themselves and clinging rather to
the past, the revival of the empire struck in some of
them a sympathetic chord, which set in vibration the
memories of recent colonial times, with their sub-
stantial privileges and exemptions, and above- all,
traditions of the golden ante-Cortésian period, as re-

called in the imperial coat of arms, with its eagle on
(101)
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the sea-girt nopal.! Conservative organs kept before
the people these and other benefits, and wherever
French sway prevailed, the new order of things found
ready acceptance, and acts of adhesion to the empire
flowed in freely.? Not that all this was spontaneous.

The provisional government did not fail to preserve
the originals of such acts. Thus we find that J. M.
Arroyo, under-secretary for foreign affairs, on the 7th
of August requested his colleague of the home de-
partment to furnish him, for the use of the regency,
all documents bearing on.the subject, duly indexed.
Those records showed that from June 12th to August
7th—that is to say, nineteen months after the land-
ing of the allied commissioners, sixteen months after
Lorencez occupied Orizaba, in open violation of the
preliminaries agreed upon at Soledad, and nearly
three months after Forey himself entered Puebla—
there were just forty-five acts of adhesion to the
empire, among which, if we except the capital, only
five towns were really important ones, and that the
number of inhabitants who subscribed to the proposed
change were 154,592. Not even these had been spon-
taneous acts. The important towns alluded to were
Cordoba, Vera Cruz, Orizaba, Puebla, and Toluca: the
three first named had been under the control of the-
French arms from the first days of the military opera-
tions; the fourth, having been taken by assault, had
to submit to the will of the conqueror; and the fifth,
situated only sixteen leagues from Mexico, had ever

! Designated by Maximilian’s decree of June 18, 1864. Mézx., Boletin Ley.,
1864, 32. The arms issued by the regency differed in many respects with
more marked allusions to the empires of Iturbide as well as Montezuma.
The eagle was crowned, and the angular shield, surmounted by the Aztec
crown with even feathers, had on either side a christian sceptre and the hand
of justice, while below protrude the native iztli sword and quiver, holding the
collar of Iturbide's order of Guadalupe, entwined by laurel and oak sprigs.
This rested within an ermine-lined inperial mantle, lifted at the corners ly
a band of green, white, and red, the national colors, on which was inscribed,
Religion, Independence, and Union. The decree for this was dated Sept. 20,
1863. Id., i. 295-6.

2As may be seen from the lists presented alinost daily in Peridd. Ofic.,
July 1863 et seq., and other journals. In Méx., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 78-81,

151-2, ete., may, besides, be found formal and early notices of prominent
Juarist deserters.
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shared, nolens volens, the fate of the capital. These
and subsequent acts were made to appear as the will
of the Mexican people.

Only too frequently the oath was taken with apa-
thetic obedience to the authority in control, and liberal
journals were filled with notices of forced compliance.®
Among the notable adherents was Miramon, who had
made his way from Matamoros to Mexico through the
heart of the constitutionalist country.*

The Juarez government did its best to counteract
imperialist influence, by offers of pensions and offices,
which circumstances prevented it from fulfilling; by
threats of confiscation and death, which were carried
out only in the rare places where it managed to regain
a temporary control;® and by annulling the acts of
the imperial administration, empty declarations which
could not be enforced. In the circulars issued to local
authorities and foreign powers, the new government
was branded as a cloak to cover French designs to
transform Mexico into a colony. It was a gross in-
fringement upon national rights, at first attempted
under pretence of flimsy claims like Jecker’s, and of
paltry debts which the republic had offered to pay.
The acts of adhesion to the empire were forced and
fictitious, and emanated from an insignificant por-
tion of the country; for the republicans held possession
of nearly all the territory. The people were stirred
against the invaders by enumerations of outrages on

3 Confirmed, indeed, by peremptory orders in 7d., i. 222-3, such as holding
owners of country estates responsible for their laborers. Peridd. Ojic., Aug.
11, 1863. See also Léfévre, Doc. Maximiliano, i. 327, 407-18; Voz Méj., Nov.
10, 1863. Bribes in the shape of offices and pensions were also tendered.

¢In a letter of July 30tEeto (ien. Forey, he expresses himself in favor of
the monarchy, as the only means to save the country. Peridd. Ofic., Aug. 6,
1863. 1In Aug. several Juarist chiefs gave in adhesion, as Col Manuel Prieto,
Rodriguez, Roldan, Castillo. Forey and others loudly proclaimed that the
adhesions flowing in from every placc as occupied by French armies were
sufficient proof of popular approval of the empire. His letter to Napolean
of Sept. 14th. Arrangoiz, Méj., iii. 136.

5The decrees to this end are given in AMéxr., Col. Leyes, 1863-9, i. 41-3,
46, 93-8; Derecho, Intern. Mex., pt iii. 817-24; Dublan and Lozano, Leg. Mer.,
ix. 6524, 659-65; Diwwrio Deh., 7th cong., i. 258, 268, 290, 376, 428, 456,
489-90, 1271; AMér., Boletin Ley., 1863, 269-70. No officials were permitted
to remain in places occupied by the foe. Even indirect favoring of the im-
perial cause involved the penalties imposed on traitors.
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sacred institutions, on feeble women and defenceless
prisoners; and reminded that as the Spanish armies
had been driven from the soil, so could the less
numerous French forces—already humbled by their
inglorious defeat at Puebla.’

Among the first acts of the regency was to appoint
a commission under the presidency of José Marfa
Guticrrez de Estrada,” to convey to Maximilian the
resolution of the assembly, and offer him the crown.
This was formally done at Miramare, on October 3,
1863; the archduke replying that, flattered as he felt
by the predilection of the Mexicans for his house,
descended from Charles V., yet he recognized that
“the monarchy can be reéstablished on a legitimate
and solid basis only by a confirmatory vote of the en-
tirc nation frecly cxpressed. On the result of this
general vote of the country must thercfore depend
the acceptance of the proffered throne...In case the
clection of the noble Mexican people, as a whole, falls
upon my name, I shall be ready, with consent of the
august chief of my family, and with reliance on the
aid of the Almighty, to accept the crown.”®

8Sce proclamations and despatches in Mex., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 53-67,
dated July 22d and 28th. Governors of states issued similar or additional
appeals.  Among other acts of Juarez were the withdrawal of Mexican con-
su's from Krance, and the order for French agents to leave Mexico. Several
othier cousuls fell under temporary or perpetual ban. Governor Tapia of
Michoacan issued, July 12th, a decree contiscating the property of aYl ad-
heren s of the empire, in casc the regency did so wiih republican followers.

“Who had tigured as minister of state and envoy, like several of his col-
leagues. The others were Velazquez de Leon, ex-minister of fomento and
director of the mining college; Ignacio Aguilar y Marocho, and Francisco J.
Miranda, ex winisters of justice; Gen. Woll, a prominent military man; José
Hidalyzo, ex-chargd d’aflaires; Suarez Perido, conde del Valle and José Londa,
landed proprietors; Autonio Escandon, banker; and Angel Iglesias y Domiu-
guez, sceretary of the commission, & descendant of the famous corregidor of
Querétaro. Estrada, Discurso, 1.  Zamacois adds Tomds Murphy, and Dome-
nech omits two of the names.  Estrada and three others, then in Europe, were
joined there by the rest, who lett Vera Cruz Aug. 18th, the party reaching
Triesto on Oct. 1st.

¢ He concluded by promising to follow the example of his brother by open-
ing to the country the wide road of progress, under a constitutional régime,
based on ordér and morality, and guided by equity. Parties must forget their
quarrels, and unite to place Mexico in the eminent position among nations for
which she is destined. He alluded to the glorious initiative of the French
emperor thut hud made this regeneration possible.  The full text, delivered
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Notwithstanding the clearly expressed condition of
acceptance, Arrangoiz, among others, intimates that
Maximilian ever manifested an extreme eagerness for
the glittering bauble from Anghuac. Such was not,
however, the impression left on the commission, to
judge from their letters, filled with the most glowing
accounts of the wealth and magnificence surrounding
the archduke. For a brother of one of the leading
sovereigns of the world, with a certain claim upon
the Austrian crown, with great palaces and estates—
for such a man to abandon this lofty position, and
leave behind the centres of culture andy society, for an
insecure throne in a remote and half-barbaric coun-
try, torn by civil war and offering comparatively fewer
comforts, this seemed to them a sacrifice.’ But they
forgot for the moment the hollowness of much of the
powp spread before them, that poverty lay behind in
the shape of pressing debts, and that family discord
aided ambition. ‘

Miramare, the residence of the emperor elect, was
certainly worthy of the praise lavished uponit. Upon
a tiny promontory, not far from Trieste, rose the
castle out of the waters of the Adriatic. Behind ex-
tended the gentlysloping hills, transformed from craggy
rocks into a paradise of lawns and groves, flower-beds
and groups of rare plants, with fountains and brooks

. fed from the wooded crests above.® The place had
been made additionally attractive to the Mexicans by
sumptuous banquets, during one of which they beheld
from the sea the palace and grounds illuminated, with
a predominance of Mexican national colors in various
designs.™

Personally, the archduke impressed them with his
majestic bearing, and tall, imposing figure, six feet
in Freoch on both sides, may be found in AMéz., Boletin Ley., 1863, 541-7;
Es{rada, Discurso, 3-22; Niox, Expid. du Mex., 326-8, etc.; Miramar d
Metllez.-;fs in Zamacois, ITist. M¢j., xvi. 159, 776, 777-8.

WA pleasing view of the place is given in Aliramar ¢ Méx., 14.

" Domenech, I/ist. Mez., ii. 371, sucers at ‘empléomanie,’ as prevalent
smony the comwmission, Arrangoiz wrathily objects. Al¢j., iii. 150.
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two inches in height, his high forehead and clear,
blonde complexion, with flaxen hair and full, glossy
beard, both parted in the middle; gentle blue eyes,
and the frank, intelligent expression denoting both
the zealous student and the active sailor-prince, the
latter character marked by more than one trait, such
as walking with hands behind the back. The peculiar
Hapsburg underlip, thick, protruding, and semi-cleft,
stamped his lineage, and kindness and refinement his
-every movement.

With the archduchess, Marie Charlotte Amélie,
the commissioners were even more pleased. Tall and
dignified like her husband, with the same gentle, open
face, oval in form, curved at the temples, and readily-
moved, the expression had something more spiritual,
impressed also by the infantile sweetness of the
mouth; while the brown and flashing bright eyes and
corresponding hair, heavy and deep auburn, were
featutes that could not fail to win sympathy among
Mexicans. The readily distended nostrils of the
slightly aquiline nose denoted a brave as well as
emotional nature, confirmed by a certain firmness
about the chin. A daughter of Leopold of Belgium,
the Nestor of kings, she had with the Bourbon
blood of her grandmother, the holy queen, wife of
Louis Philippe, derived a gravity of manner in-
creased by a too strict companionship with persons
of mature years.” She seemed as one in whom
joyous childhood had been stunted amidst the cold
rigidity of the palace, and a strained precocity fos-
tered under constant and severe lessons. She ap-
peared, moreover, as one weighted with the scholarly
talents of the father, who sought to perfect her at-

13She was born June 7, 1840, at Lacken palace, near Brussels, and re-
ceived at the font the names Marie Charlotte Amélie Auguste Victoire Clem-
entine Léopoldine. Her mother, Queen Louise of Orleans, died in 1830,
leaving two other children, Leopold II. and Philippe, Count of Flanders. As
a child, Charlotte was occupied chiefly with religion and etiquette, ha.vin§ but
littlo recreation. Later she rarely attended balls, and then gave her haud
zgl_i to men of royal blood. Hall's Life Max., 21-3, 35 et seq.; Estrada, M¢j.,
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tainments by admitting her even to the ministerial
council-chamber. In 1856, at the age of sixteen, she
met Maximilian, who, passionately fond of travelling,
had from Egypt drifted through France in this direc-
tion. It was purely a love affair; yet not altogether
displeasing to the king from a diplomatic standpoint,
for he readily granted his consent, and in the follow-
ing year the{ were united. As consort of the gov-
ernor-general of Lombardy, she gave ample evidence
of her training in state matters, and became the ad-
mired counsellor, while the practice of christian vir-
tues endeared her to the people.”

Meanwhile affairs in Mexico continued, with French
cooperation, to unfold an ever more and more flatter-
ing aspect for the imperial cause. Juarist guerrilla

" forces hovering in and around the lake valley were
defeated one after another,” and the large command
under Lejoa was routed on the road to Cuernavaca
by General Vicario, with a loss of nearly three hun-
dred men and a large quantity of stores. This was fol-
lowed on July 29th by the fall of Cuernavaca, a natural
stronghold captured by a well-calculated charge.*®
The republicans with indomitable energy formed
anew after every defeat, and during the following
month, into September, we find Fragoso, Ugalde, and
other chiefs descending now on one place, now on
another, sacking and burning,® or attacking some
convoy and harassing larger forces. When a place

13 She accompanied her husband on several trips, one taking him to Brazil,
while she stayexﬁxt Madeira, the recollections of which place she embodied
in Un Voyage, iu her vernacular French, displaying her cultivated mind, her
reflective disposition, and her refined taste. She was quick to learn, and
could speak and write German, English, Spanish, and Italian. Aolloni/z,
Court Mezx., 56.

1 Fragoso and the priest Dominguez, with 600 cavalry, were put to flight
on Apam plains by Larrauri; Tulancingo was evacuated; attacks on Zum-
pango and Ozumba were repulsed by the inhabitants.

b The defenders Gelista and Vasco were not well organized; hence the
main reason for the easy capture. A French column under Col Letévre co-
operated, and a trinmnphal entry was held July 31st.

'®Such as Chapa de Mota and Tepeji. An attack on Ixtlahuaca was re-

pulsed.
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was once occupied by the French, the Juarists re-
garded it as fair prey; and the inhabitants were con-
sequently obliged in self-defence to arm against, even
if their sympathies might under other circumstances
have turned toward, the republican cause.”

Pachuca and Tulancingo were entered by Franco-
Mexican forces already in July, to serve as radiating
points for other advances. A part of Mejia’s division
won a fight on the road to Guanajuato, and another
was gained in Puebla.® Not long afterward the garri-
son of Chalchicomula gained Perote, and some French
vessels from Vera Cruz took Tampico on August
11th, preparing thence to enter the surrounding
district. Yet these were after all petty operations,
although the last blow was severe in its effect on
Juarist supplies. The French were only waiting for
the end of the rainy season to advance against the
main forces of the republicans. As it was, the im-
perialists claimed in the beginning of August to hold
over sixty towns and hamlets along the line from
Vera Cruz, and to control a circuit of fully twenty-
five leagues round the capital. Two months later,
when the French main body was only preparing to
sct out, the actual gain was not much greater, but
minor and advance forces were keeping up the fight
with alternating advantages in all thu central prov-
inces from Jalisco and San Luis Potosf into Oajaca.’

Undismayed as ever by the gathering storm, Juarez
strained every nerve to fortify himself against it,
mainly with regard to obtaining funds to sustain
armies, for men could readily be had. On July 31st
a contribution of one per cent on all capital above five

17This happened at Ozumba, Zumpango, Izicar, Cholula, Tehuacan, and
other places, several towns uniting at times for defence while awaitiny aid.

'8 The former by Chavez over O’Horan; the latter resulted i the taking of
San Juan de los Llanos by Rodriguez.

19 Details concerning the operations may be found in Peridd. Ofic.; Estrella
de Occid.; Sociedad; Voz de Mej.; Estafeta; and other newspapers of the
period.  Also in Zamacois, Hist. Méj., xvi. 622 et seq.; Rivera, Iist. Jalapa,
v. 582 et seq.; Ntox, Lepéd. du Mcx., 285, ete.; Méx., Col. Leyes, 18063-7, i.
241-60; Laurent, Guerre, 79, ctc.
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hundred pesos was ordained throughout the country,
to cover the budget for six months;® also an impost
on goods entering San Luis Potos{, the actual head-
quarters of the republican government. Another
source was the severe sequestration decree of August
16th, applied to all adherents of the empire, and di-
recting the immediate sale of their property to the
best bidder, the product to be divided between the
republican treasury and those injured in body and
estate by the war, as well as active adherents of the
cause.”

The imperialists sought to counteract this by de-
claring annulled any sales or gifts by the Juarists,
and by affirming a former decree of confiscation, yet
explaining that it would be applied only against those
bearing arms against the empire, other seizures being
provisional, to withdraw resources from the enemy.?
This was certainly a less exacting measure than that
of Juarez, at least on the face; and a still more effect-
ive order was the suppression of forced levies, which
was intended to conciliate the Indians and lower
classes. Yet contributions, fixed and casual, had to
be continued, although they were less burdensome
than those enforced by the other side,® owing to the
flow of funds from France; and retaliations, often
most terrible, were exacted by either side upon towns
and districts which had, under pressure, yielded alle-
giance to the other.*

% Payable in two instalments, Méx., Col. Leyes, 1883-7, i. 75-7. For
efforts to raise loans in the U. S., see Legac. Mez., 195 et seq.

1 The sale money from city property to be divided into three equal parts
~—for the treasury, for wounded and widows and orphans, and for indemnify-
ing those who had suffered confiscation at the handsof the enemy. Of coun-
try Ero rty, one half was to be distributed among active republican adherents
of the district concerned, and the other half sold and divided as above. De-
tails follow as to the classes embraced in the confiscation, and other points.

% Decree issued August 21st. Méx., Bolstin Ley., 1863, 240-2. On Oct. 8th
the confiscation decree against Puebla republicans was set aside out of pity for
thelr families.

3 The unusual quota from industrial establishments ordained in July may
serve as an indication.

% Forey inflicted, Ang. 27th, a heavy fine on Tlalpan for the wurder there
of & French soldier, and threatened to kill one prominent hostage for every
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Owing to differences of opinion, due mainly to a
senseless outery against the management of affairs, a
new Juarist cabinet was organized September 1st,
with Governor Doblado of Guanajuato for minister of’
relations, Ex-president Comonfort for war, and Sebas-
tian Lerdo de Tejada for justice, Nuifiez remaining in
charge of the treasury. Doblado could not agree
upon certain fundamental points, however,” and re-
signed within a week, whercupon Lerdo assumed his
portfolio, José Maria Iglesias replacing him. Among
reasons for the preference shown Doblado was his in-
fluence in Guanajuato, with its vast resources, and his
diplomatic skill. Otherwise doubts were cast on his
fidelity to Juarez, although nothing could be said
against his loyalty to the cause in general.®

Even greater changes were about the same time
taking place among the imperialists. Archbishop
Labastida arrived at Vera Cruz on September 17th,
the day after the national festival, attended by the
prelates of Michoacan and Oajaca. His advance to
the capital was a triumphal march, cvoked partly by
his long absence, but due more to his character as
joint regent, and above all to the victory by the

imperial adherent who might be assassinated. Even the friendly journal
Pdjaro Verde raised an outcry against this,

0On the preservation of fuero privileges for deputies and other high func-
tionaries. Veya, Doc., i. 42. Zamacois assumcs that Doblado’s suspension of
the subsidies granted to Zarco and Zamucona, editors of Diario Uficial and
Independencia, created a breeze which resulted in his separation. /{ist. Af¢j.,
xvi. 689-91. Zarco was president of the chamber of deputies. Diario Debatcs,
3d Cong. 2d Sess., 55-9. |

* Notwithstanding the momentary suspicions roused by his peculiar tac-
tics against the foe, Iglesias vouches for him. Revistas, 59. He resumed his
governorship Nov. 9th, Rodriguez having managed it meanwhile. Zacatecas
was at the time ruled by Gen. Ortega, Michoacan being on Oct. 30th trans-
ferred to Berriozdbal by Gen. Uraga, who had shortly before succeeded Co-
monfort here, and who now took control in Colima, Jalisco being in charge of
Gen. Arteaga. Estrella Occid., Jun. 1, 1864; Romero, in Juarez, Vida, 49.
Vega seems bitter against Doblado. Doc.,i. 175~7. The southern states were
reorganized b{IGen. Diazafter Oct., Col Ballesteros receiving charge of Oajaca,
Col Gregorio Mendez of Tabasco, Col Pantaleon Dominguez of Chiapas, Gen.
Peraza of Yucatan, and Col Pablo Garcia of Campeche, Gen. Garcia remain-
ing in Vera Cruz, Gen. Fernando Maria Ortega in Puebla, and Antonio Rojas
in Tlascala. Diaz, Biog., MS., 196; Méx., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, 111-12. Gen.
Patoni had charge of Durango,
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church over liberalism personified in his appointment
and arrival. Arches covered the approaches to prom-
inent places, flowers were strewn along his path,
gorgeous processions met him at every turn, and
vivas rent the air. The prelate took his seat among
the regents October 18th, hitherto filled by Ormae-
chea,” resolved above all to protect the interests of
the church, with a zeal fortified by a long residence
in the holy city, and regardless of political exigencies.
The more diplomatic Ormaechea had prevailed on
his colleagues to suspend the circulation of bonds and
notes issued by the Juarez government against con-
fiscated and sold church property, and to stay build-
ing operations thereon by new holders. So vast, how-
cver, was the proportion of foreign interest in these
estates, held actually or nominally by Frenchmen in
articular, that Almonte and Salas were persuaded
Ey the new French commander to repeal this act, and
very properly recognize all sales so far made, till Maxi-
milian himself should decide, after consulting with the
pontiff and council® Labastida protested against
this legalization of church plunder, as he termed it,?
and finding that he could not be persuaded, the other
regents, under French stimulus, ignored him and his
further protests against the legality of acts issued by
an incomplete regency. The supreme tribunal also
taking the latter view regarding this body, Almonte
and his colleague soon after removed the judges,
including Pavon, their president, and substitute
regent.¥ This created a strong feeling, which was
¥ Among new appointments were, for prefect of the capital, Villar y Bo-
canegra, and for chief of police, Col Carbajal Espinosa, a historian of Mexico.
‘Las ventas hechas conforme 4 la ley quedarsn sancionadas y inicamente
sujetos 4 revision los contratos fraudulentos.” Méx., Boletin Ley., 1863, 421
ete. This was the result of a conference held Oct. 20th between the regenty
and Bazaine and Budin, commissioner of the treasury.
®Arguing that the sales were all fraudulent in being made either privatel
or secretly, or at so low a rate that only too often a rental for three years suf.
ficed to cover the price. The annulling of sales could affect only a small
number of holders—differently estimated by conservatives at from 2,000 to
9,000-—while their legalization world alienate the devotion of millions. Sece

journals already quoted, for Oct. and Nov.
%And eleven others. Aéz., Boletin Ley., 1861, 23-4, 30-2, giving also new
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fostered by the clergy, and manifested partly in flam-
ing circulars against the French and their adherents
or tools.® It also caused a split among the conserva-
tives into progressionists and retrogressionists, the lat-
ter joined by the devout, and by such men as Anievas,
assistant government secretary, who now resigned,
and later by Estrada,” but the former readily winning
over a host of republicans, owing to the liberal policy
pursued with regard to church affairs, leniency in con-
‘fiscation, and other matters.

The French policy toward the country had lately
assumed a decided tone. The sequestration decrees of
Forey, which had created wide-spread dissatisfaction,
and induced the Juarists to issue even more severc
retaliative decrees, and the clerical tendency of him-
self, as well as Saligny, which threatened also French
interests, were not to the taste of Napoleon. The
recall of both reached Mexico in August, tempered,
especially in Forey’s case, with a semblance of pre-
ferment.®* The latter was replaced by Geuneral

judges. Theappeal against this act is presented in San Miguel, Ezpos., 1-32,
ko%ubstitute wgg ca.lalg::l to fill La.bastgla’s place, which gave further cause
for protest; but since both substitutes were strong churchmen, they were not
desirable. Iglesias, Revistas, ii. 185-7, laughs at the illegal regency manceu-
vred by the French general. It is stated that the substitutes were offered
Labastida's scat, but declined. Estrelle Occid., Dec. 18, 1863.

31 The government found it necessary to come forth in a proclamation
against the unjust insinuations made regarding its motives. Aféx., Boletin Ley.,
1863, 419-21. Bazaine was roundly accused of having a personal interest in
church property, and it was stated that he had orders to dissolve the regency
unless it obeyed him. This was unlikely, however, for Napoleon would hardly
venture to take autocratic measures that would strengthen the Juarez party
and rousg the watchful U. S. while undermining the basis for the empire.

®3As an instance of deep religious feeling, Zamacois relates that a circus
manager lost a fortune by using a confiscated convent for the performance.
¢Ni una sola sefiora, ni una sola familia decente llegé 4 pisar el circo.” Hist.
M¢j., xvi. 844. Arrangoiz denies a split. A/¢j., iii. 177.

3 Forey, now marshal of France, passed with a diplomatic mission through
Washington. Frank and unpretending, he possessed a kinduess of heart
which was strikingly manifested in his treatment of children. His farewell
address of Sept. 30th, in Peridd. Ofic., Oct. 3, 1863, etc., expressed a hope for
the union of partics, which had been his aim. While many conservatives re-
gretted his rture, that of Saligny drew forth numerous though vain
remonstrances, as in Lefévre, Doc. Macimiliano, i. 329-31. He left Mexico
valy at the close of Dec., with the young wife there taken. The prospect of
& senatorship, held out to him by De Morny, was not fulfilled. Arrangoiz,
AMéj., iii. 136; Cronista, Aug. 28, 1863. Boletin Ofic. (Puebla), Aug. 29, 1863.
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Bazaine,* who assumed command on the 1st of Octo-
ber. The instructions given him by Drouyn de
Lhbuys express clearly enough the course now intended
to be pursued, reiterating as they do the contradictions
and fallacies that France aimed at no conquest, colon-
ization, or special privileges, but merely to secure the
payment of claims and the possession of guarantees
for the future, in the regeneration of the country from
its hitherto anarchic condition—a regeneration left
wholly to the good-will and patriotism of the people,
and purely seconded by France, in the interest of
themselves and of Europe generally. Bazaine must
accordingly take steps to let the true popular vote
regarding the proposed government ﬁn(Y expression,
and promote the fair election of officials, for the exist-
ing 1institutions of the country appeared satisfactory
enough. The emperor deplored the sequestrations,
outlawing, and restrictions hitherto imposed, and for-
bade also any reactionary or exclusive policy that
might prevent the conciliation of parties. The army
should be reorganized, with honorable prominence to
native troops, and steps taken to hasten the object of
the intervention, so as to shorten the French occu-
pation.

While this document by no means disclosed several
ultimate considerations, including financial matters,
Sonora colonization, and the like, it served, aside from
its direct object, in allaying, for a time at least, many
rising doubts, notably in the United States. Napo-
leon recognized that the struggle in the northern re-
public must soon end, and that however weakened, it
would have surplus armies enough to render itself
forinidable. He evidently did not believe wholly in
the confederacy, or he would have recognized it.
Then again, by observing neutrality, he hoped to

% He was & man of fifty-two years, descended from a military family, and
had won his earliest laurels in Africa, distinguishing himself later in the
Crimea and in Italy, as general of a division. A knowledge of Spanish ac-
g}lired in & campaign against the Carlists served greatly to favor him in

exico,
Hisr, MEx., Yor, VI. 8
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secure a similar attitude toward himself. Meanwhile,
he sought to open the way for a graceful retreat by
declarations like the preceding. %nfortunately, the
very eagerness to save appearances carried operations
in Mexico upon fictitious ground, to the discomfiture
of many calculated plans for the material prestige as
well as Mexican regeneration. For the present, the
deferring of the church-property question gave rise
to conflicting doubts; the upholding of the incomplete
* regency, without appeal to the assembly, was arbi-
trary; and promises and reports were made to create
illusions, many of them bitterly shattered already at
the outset, by neglecting to protect, against the ven-
geance of the Juarists, towns and districts that had
been induced to swear allegiance to the empire. These
and other acts served to rouse distrust, even to create
enemies, and to neutralize more or less the liberal and
conciliatory policy which promised to win adherents.®

Bazaine’s direct share in shaping the new policy was
manifested in a proclamation of October 8th, promis-
ing to sincerely carry out the programme of June 12th,
by causing the sequestration decree of Forey against
republican adherents in Pucbla to be annulled,®
and by effecting the reorganization of the Mexican
army for more thoroughly codperating in the ensuing
campaigns. One of the principal reforms was to for-
bid the demoralizing presence of women, who accom-
panied almost every corps, cmbarrassing operations,
plundering, and spreading vice and disaffection. The
regular army was placed under Marquez, and the
auxiliary under Mcjia, Vicario, and others.” These

8 The fact that the movement was led by a foreign power, hated for its
superiority and success, must operate against it to some extent; and super-
stition, class, and race feeling, and party spirit and ambitlion, were still too
strong for indulging the hope that a voluntary fusion might be cflected, like
that under the plan of Iguala. Napoleon wrote decisively against any re-
actionary policy, although not objecting to temporizing in order to keep the
clergy in good humor. Comments in Domenech, 1list. Mex., iii. 95 et seq.;
Iglesias, Luterven., ii. 184-919; Keératry, Mazx., 25-8.

88 Méx., Boleiin Ley., 1863, 386-7.

87 For regulations and lcading generals, see /d., 304-14. The decree was
issued Sept. 23th, so that Forey coniributed his aid.
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troops were not numerous, and forced levies being
suppressed for reasons of policy as well as military
efficiency, a militia was created, under the term Guardia
Civil, for the defence of towns and districts. It em-
braced all able-bodied Mexicans between the age of
eighteen and fifty, and was maintained by regulated
contributions.® An appeal was also made to the
Indians in Aaztec, rousing their superstition in behalf
of religion outraged by liberals, and stating that the
empire was spreading fast over the country.® The
French forces consisted at this time of 84,700 men,
including 1,700 cavalry, 2,270 marines, 3,100 artillery,
and 3,500 belonging to the commissary and other de-
partments, with 8,700 horses and mules, 80 cannon,
and a number of trains. The troops, mobilized at the
opening of the actual campaign 1n November, are
placed at 14,000 French and 7,000 Mexicans.*

The Juarist forces embraced about this time five
divisions, under the direction of Comonfort, minister
of war, the eastern of about 3,000 men under Porfirio
Diaz, another under Governor Doblado, who had over
four thousand men and large means in Guana-
juato, Jesus Gonzalez Ortega, the defender of Puebla,
JUraga, Arteaga, Negrete, and Berriozdbal ranking
among the other leading generals. In Durango,
Governor Patoni was actively providing resources,
with the codperation of Chihuahua and Sinaloa; and
in Puebla and Tlascala, and other directions, fresh
troops were forming, although to a great extent by
levies.* The minister at Washington was meanwhile

#3Those on duty alone received pay. Armament, medicine, instructions,
end pensions, if the fund permitted it, were covered. The decree is dated
Oct. 3d. Regulations were also issued for maintaining the etficiency of
strongholds. The country was placed under French military laws while the
war lasted. Rules in /d., 432-8.

® The original text is preserved in Zamacois, Hist. M¢j., xvi. 1051-2.

49Capt. Niox of the staff gives exact details in his Expéd. du Mez., 328-30,
335-7. He estimates the Mexican troops at about 13,000. A small but fa-
mous band among the French was the guerrilla party, operating in Vera Cruz

under Col Dupin, whose deedls are recorded by Kératry and others, and in

Leférre, Doc. Mazimiliano, i. 419-33.
1The above apportionment underwent certain changes, however, Antillon
being alluded to shortly after as commanding the second division. Estrella
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preparing to obtain loans and armaments in the
United States;** but to obtain any active sympathy
from the government was hopeless, for it could not
venture to increase complications while engaged in
its exhaustive struggle with the rebellious southern
states.® Even arms bought in the United States
had to be smuggled out of them, so as not to ex-
pose the authorities to cowplaints on the part of
France.#

There was need for exertion, because the fighting,
although still of a desultory nature, was as a rule un-
favorable to republican arms. Mejfa had taken Acto-
pan in Mexico, and several other reverses followed
in this state.* So also in Puebla.** In Vera Cruz,

Occid., Nov. 13 and Aung. 7, 1863. Niox, Expéd. du Mer., 336, estimates the
forces at 8,000 under Negrete, between San Luis Potos{ and Pachuca; 4,000
under Uraga, in Michoacan; 4,000 under Alvarez, in Guerrcro; and 3,000 un-
der Diaz, to move into P’uebla and southward. See other estimates in Lejéere,
Doc. Maximiliano, i. 384-7; Vega, Doc., i. 141, 214, 218-19, 223-4; Diario
Oyic., Oct. 3, 15863, ete. Niox cstimates the republican.

#A new winister, Fuente, had left for Washington in Sept. Méz., Col.
Leyes, 1863-7, i. 164. Romero nevertheless figures throughout as Juarist
representative.

#1 hic main fear was naturally a recognition of the confederacy by France
and other powers, which might at best lead to reénforcements for the south-
ern states. The caution of Seward is well instanced by a letter to Minister
Corwin in Mexico, who had taken Prussians and other foreign residents under
his protection, cautioning him not to rouse the susceptibilities of the govern-
went. Id., 95-9; Forcign Afairs, 1-233, 33th Cong. 2d Sess. The enlistment
of men for the Juarez army had been forbidden, in a special note from Sew-
ard of Oct. 29th. An agent from Sonora and adjoining states, of more than
doubiful influence, sought about this time to arrange with the Washington
government for a cession of these states, in view of the French zdvance.
Little atiention was accorded to him. Foz Méj., Feb. 23, 1864. South Amer-
ican states were not illiberal with sympathy for Juarez, Lut that was all.
See correspondence in /d., Aug. 1-Nov. 3, 1863.

#In the autumn of this year Gov. Vega of Sinaloa went to California to
buy arms, the amount drawn from the custom-house of Mazatlan for the pur-
pose being over $2060,000. For documents of instruction, vouchers, and in-
voices, see |'ega, Doc., MS., 1. 7 et seq.; Arellano, Cuertu, MS., 1-17. The
trouble and detention with the 11,000 niflcs, etc., arcrelated in Vega, Deposits,
MS. Subscriptions were also received in California for campaign and prisoners’
fund. Voz Méj., Feb. 28, 1863, and following numbers.

% The force holding Actopan amounted to 1,300 men under Herrera and
Cairo. Cabrcra was amnong the guerrillas clsewhere defcated. In return, one
ﬁar;y under Martinez and others gained a temporary advantage at Tlalpan

y descending from the Ajusco Range, and in the following month of Nov.
they captured a convoy for Cuernavaca. A few days later Giron, Fragoso,
and Romero were routed nezr Otumba. Period. Ofic., Sept. 10, Nov. 24, 26,
Dec. 1, 10, 12, 19, 1863, ete.; Voz Méj., Oct. 15, Nov. 10, Dec. 10, 1863, Jan.
5, 1864, ete.

#Where Visoso of Chautla gained advantages over republican guerrillas,
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Jalapa was surrendered to the imperialists by Luciano
Pricto, after vain effort on the part of the Juarist
governor, Miron, who had warning of the treachery,
to capture the place. Higher up, in Tamaulipas, the
French had gained a foothold in Tampico, as related,
and were pressing the Juarists to extreme measures,
such as declaring the province in a state of sicge.
This roused the discontent of the garrison at Mata-
moros, and caused a pronunciamiento against Gov-
ernor Ruiz, who thereupon took the field against his
rival, Serna, regardless of the cause he was imperilling.
The latter prevailed, but the condition of affairs re-
mained doubtful.®
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CAMPAIGN IN MICHOACAN,

and Gavito relieved Coayuca besieged by them. Peridd. Ofic., Sept. 12, 19,
Nov. 26, 1863; La Vozde AM¢j., Nov. 12, 1863.

" Miron retired with his 800 men toward Cotastla. This occurred in
the latter part of Oct. The French guerrillas under Dupin were keeping clear
the vicinity of Vera Cruz city. Id., Oct. 13, 15, Dec. 22, 1863. In Tabasco
were also certain movements. Id., Oct. 15.

8 Iglesias, Revistas, ii. 225. This incident led to a singular conservative
fiasco.. José Marfa Cobos, a Spanish adventurer who had risen from a contra-
band trader to the rank of general under Zuloaga, was at this time a refugce in
Texas. His rank and antipathy toward the French caused him to be summoned
as a lcader of the movement. He accepted, and without fully sounding the dis-
position of the {ronunciados, prepared to form a revolution against the Juarist
Eovemment. 'his was more than Cortina, the comnmandant of the garrison,

ad bargained for. He promptly seized the unsuspecting Cobos and had him
shot, and thereupon reported to Juarez, declaring his loyalty, but demanding
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The imperialists were making rapid strides in dif-
ferent directions, Bazaine himsclf setting out from
Mexico on November 12th to Acdmbaro, whence he
despatched Marquez with Berthier against Morelia,
ever one of the main positions of the republicans.
The city had been long preparing for this, yet Ber-
riozdbal, commanding there, thought it prudent to
evacuate on November 30th. The enemy entered
the same day amid a subdued demonstration. The
prospective loss of so rich a province as Michoacan
could not be quietly endured, and reénforcements were
soon sent, which raised the Juarist army here to
about 9,000 men. Under the leadership of Uraga,
fire was opened against the city on December 17th,
several of the points commanding it being secured, al-
though the imperialists had made efforts to strengthen
their position. On the following day a general as-
sault was undertaken, and although several advan-
tages were gained at different points, the skill and
activity of Marquez prevailed, and Uraga found him-
self obliged to retreat southward, with a loss of about
1,300 killed and captured, and the dispersion of a
large portion of his force.”

Still more severe was the effect of imperial opera-
tions in the central provinces. Mejia, in union with
a French column under Douay, was allowed to enter
Querétaro on November 17th without striking more
than a passing blow at some guerrillas, the republi-
cans retiring into Guanajuato, where Governor Do-
blado was making preparations for resistance. Flushed

the confirmation of Serna as governor, and the removal of the siege procla-
mation. Juarez objected to tho arbitrary overthrowing of Ruiz, and this
gave impulse to the party war now undertaken. Diario Ofic., Nov. 15, 1863,
ete.; Dz, Bioy., MS., 104-5; Lu Estrel a de Occid., Oct. 13, Dec. 18, 1863,
In Méx., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 189-99, is given the official correspondence.

b4 Mani}xcz’ report, 1-27, and lists cnumerating 574 killed, and other de-
tails. La Voz de Méj., Jan. 7, 12, 16, 1864, etc.; Peridd, Ofic., Dec. 12, 1863,
Zamacois, Ilist. Mdj., xvi. §94-920, naturally colors the story in favor of
Marquez; and Iglesias, Rcvis'as, ii. 210-21, in favor of Uraga. Arrangoiz,
Méj., iii. 181, places the loss at 1,500 prisoners and 11 guns, besides 200 killed.
Marquez was wounded. Niox says 600 killed and as many prisoners. Eaped.
du Mex., 344; Castillo, Uruapan, 1-16, with description of town.
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with success, and relying on the close vicinity of the
main army under Bazaine, who, rejoined by Berthier,
was advancing by way of Celaya, Mejfa and Douay
now proceeded through Allende against Guanajuato.
Finding it unsafe to attempt holding a city so readily
commanded by surrounding hills, Doblado withdrew,
and the enemy took possession on December 9th.*
Four days later Mejfa pursued his march in the di-
rection of San Luis Potosi, halting on the 16th to
celebrate in Hidalgo’s own town the anniversary of
the independence there cradled. :

The approach of so formidable a foe pointed to the
necessity for new republican headquarters; and on
December 22d Juarez and his government abandoned
San Luis Potosf for the more distant Saltillo, capital
of Coahuila. Monterey had been proposed; but the
doubtful attitude of Governor Vidaurri, and the ru-
mors of negotiations between him and the imperialists,
made this inadvisable, as will be seen. In addition
came changes in the cabinet, owing to the resignation
of Nuilez, who had so long and worthily held the
finance portfolio, and the killing of Comonfort, minis-
ter of war, in an ambush laid %y imperialists during
his trip to Guanajuato, on November 14th. Thus
died the ex-president, to whom belongs in a measure
the constitution round which the great struggle was
centring. Vacillation had marked his course as a
ruler, but as minister, the subordinate of a stronger
mind, his character and talents shone with a brighter
lustre, and his humanity will ever stand forth as a
redeeming trait, even among his opponents.®

80 The division of Miramon and Taboada, which had advanced to Irapuato,
could here have swelled their ranks with fully 3,000 volunteers; but Bazaine
declined to encuinber himself with such men.

51The ¢assassination,’ as republican writers unjustly tern it, took placeat
Molino de Soria, under the lead of Col Gonzalez Aguirre, who also killed sev-
eral of the small escort and captured some funds and valuable documents.
The body was buried at Allende, and a nine days’ mourning imposed on offi-
cials and the army, Méz., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 186-9, funoral honors being
again decreed in 1868, Dublan and Lozano, Leq. Mez., x. 267, when Juarez was
able to transfer the remains to San Fernando cemectery at Mexico. See also
Rivera, Gob. Mez., ii. 531; Zamucois, Hist. Méj., xvi. 861-3; La Voz de Méj.,
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General Uraga succeeded him, and Iglesias, minis-
ter of justice, assumed charge also of the treasury,®
which had just been swelled with the proceeds from a
forced loan in each of the three states of Zacatecas,
Guanajuato, and San Luis Potosf, and from the sale
of sequestrated imperialist property—a timely meas-
ure, since these provinces were now doomed. The
day before abandoning San Luis Potosf, congress
issued one of the usual exhortative and bombastic
proclamations,® the more needful to sustain the peo-
ple in face of the cautious attitude of the adjoining
republie, the extension of the gulf-coast blockade by
French vessels, and the failure which soon became
manifest of the leading campaign plan. This was to
avoid encounters with the imperialist armies, yet to
hover near enough for taking advantage of any neglect
or weakness. Doblado’s retreat had for an additional
or main object to draw pursuit, while other forces
united for a descent into the lake valley and upon the
capital, chiefly for the purpose of distracting the en-
emy and giving a fresh impulse to the cause in a
moral as well as material point of view. The effort
of Uraga and his companions against Morelia was the
opening of the latter movement, and its disastrous
failure nipped the whole project.  Doblado, neverthe-
less, continued his tactics, entering into negotiations
with the enemy to gain time and to dispose of mining
interests, yet ever kecping at a distance safe enough
to escape a disadvantageous conflict,” retiring before

Dec. 10, 1863; ‘killed by malefactors, led by the Troncosos,’ says a letter in
La Estrella de Oceid , Dee. 18, 23, 1863; Peric.l. Ofic., Nov. 21, 1863.

o Jylexias, Revistas, it, 197, 225,

3 Declaiming against the French as marauders and assassins, who proposed
the enslavement of Mexico, and pointing out tliat the more they spread the
wenker they would Lecome, and a sure prey to the valiant republicans. Diario
12 b., 3d Cong. 2d Sess., 39-61. This is signed by 73 deputies, headed by
their president, Arriaga. The former session had closed on May 3l1st, the
present was summoued for Sept. Hth, Mer., Col. Leyes, 1863-7, i. 103-4.

54 ¢ Parecfa destinado Doblado 4 enganar 4 todos los diplomiticos y los gen-
erales,” exclaims Arrangoiz, tartly. M¢j., iii. 182. Bazaine's object, says
a French writer, was to win over Doblado and place him in the regency. ‘De
jeter en bas Almonte et Salas, ou tout an moins le dernier.” Mex. L'Interv,

‘rang., 204; Periéd. Ofic., Dee. 10, 17, 19, 1863, Jan. 12, 1864; La Voz de
AMéj., Dec. 12, 1803, etc.; Niox, Expid. du Mex., 341-3.
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the pursuit from Leon to Lagos, and thence into
Aguascalientes, where he was joined by Chavez and
by Governor Ortega of Zacatecas.®
The approach of Mejia to San Luis Potos{ had led
to its evacuation by General Negrete, who com-
manded in this section for Juarez. Two days later,
on December 25th, the imperialists took possession;
but they were not to be left undisturbed. Negrete
obtained reénforcements, and sought, on the 27th, to
regain the city by assault. Mcjia had sufficient
warning to throw up a few intrenchments; neverthe-
less, the republicans penctrated to the plaza, and but
for the bravery of the imperialist leaders, the ad-
vantage might have been carried further. The rally
by the latter came so unexpectedly and with such
force, as to wholly overwhelm the assailants; and they
were completely routed, leaving 200 killed and nearly
900 prisoners, together with all the guns and war
material.® The disa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>