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PREFACE

Volume 1.1 described the emergence of Greece from Dark Ages of
depopulation and relative poverty to the acme of its Geometric
civilization. The new prosperity and growth of the young city-states
led them to look for new frontiers to conquer or settle, to eye each
other’s prosperity with cupidity, and their rulers and people to give
thought to safeguarding their own wealth and status in the new societies
of Archaic Greece. Volume 111.3 explores this growth, its causes and
course, the dissensions and the faltering steps along the path to political
stability.

The first chapter deals with that intercourse with the older civilizations
of the east and Egypt which opened Greek eyes to materials, techniques
and trading profits denied to them since the collapse of their Bronze
Age civilization. This is a story which begins in the ninth and eighth
centuries; but in the eighth and seventh the Greeks begin to turn to
other Mediterranean areas, and we witness that spread of the Greek
city-state to the coasts and islands of the Mediterranean sea, to the sea
of Marmara and the Black Sea, which opened a new epoch in the history
of western man.

The effects of this expansion, unprecedented in geographical scope,
were manifold. The Greeks of the founding states gained greatly in
prosperity, because the volume of seaborne trade increased by leaps and
bounds and they were still the main exporters of manpower, weapons
and finished goods. This was particularly true of the states near the
Isthmus, to which ship-captains, making use of the coastal winds in the
summer months, came both from the west via south Italy and Corcyra
and from the east either via Chalcidice and Euboea or from island to
island across the Aegean Sea. The founded states were not colonies in
the Roman or British sense of the word but independent city-states, and
the citizen of the new state shed the citizenship of his homeland from
the day he set sail. This cutting of the political cord at birth had many
advantages. The new state had to face and solve its own problems in
its new setting from the outset, and it was not subject to the intervention
of a homeland government which knew little of the local conditions.

xiit
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X1v PREFACE

The system proved highly successful not only in the growth of the new
states themselves but in their ability to found other independent states.

The new states were at first so small that the arrival of Greeks on
offshore islands or peninsulas did not cause the native peoples to see
any threat to their own independence. Indeed the first waves of Greeks
were often helped by the natives and sometimes joined with them in
the initial stages of establishing a settlement. But once established the
Greeks became exclusive both racially and culturally. Thus, unlike other
colonizing peoples, they did not become an imperial elite among vastly
more numerous native peoples but maintained the same forms of social,
political and cultural life as the states of old Greece. One of these was
slavery. In the new states the slaves were natives captured in war or
bought from slave-dealers. This led to bitter animosities, for instance
in Sicily, but the native peoples were divided among themselves by
similar problems. The interaction of Grecek states and native peoples
was most beneficial in the exchange of goods and ideas, and it was the
Greek side which contributed most towards the development of what
was ultimately to be a Hellenized civilization.

East Greece and the Aegean islands led the way in exploration
overseas and in the planting of new states. They depended upon the
sea for different reasons: the East Greek states, set along the coast of
Turkey like a string of widely-spaced beads, trafficked with one another
by sea, and most of the islands could support a rising population only
by importing foodstuffs and raw materials. The states which gained
most lay on the coasting routes on either side of the Aegean, Miletus
and Samos in the east and Chalcis and Eretria in the west. But even
the small island states were engaged in the carrying trade and joined
in the exploration and settlement, especially on the north coast of the
Aegean basin. Of the founding states in East Greece Miletus was by
far the most important and she held the leading position in the
exploration of the Black Sea. During the sixth century when the states
of East Greece had greater facilities for trade with the interior of Asia
and with Egypt, they reached a very high level of prosperity and built
the largest naval force in Greek waters. Crete held a key position on
the trading routes from the Greek mainland to the southern Mediter-
ranean and from Rhodes in the east to Cythera and Corcyra in the west,
and her numerous city-states enjoyed a prosperous period in the seventh
century. Their idiosyncratic laws and the structure of their society are
subjects of great interest.

The Greek mainland was fortunate in its geographic situation, since
it formed the bridge between the western and the eastern areas of the
Greek expansion. There was an ever-expanding market not only for
Greek goods but also for Greek settlers, adventurers and mercenaries
overseas. The social and political effects of the economic revolution
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PREFACE Xv

became apparent first in those states of old Greece which lay closest to
the Isthmus and were subject to the impact of new forms of wealth.
The long-established rule of landed aristocracies of birth collapsed
through divisions within the upper echelons of society, and the Greek
genius for political experimentation and for political strife was given
free rein in the sixth century. But in other parts of the mainland the
traditional way of life persisted and modifications came slowly. In the
north the tribal states were brought into contact with the world of
city-states, because they were able to supply timber, wood, minerals and
foodstuffs. But they retained their age-old institutions and held the
European frontier of the Greek-speaking lands against the similar tribal
states of the Illyrian and Thracian peoples.

Expansion and prosperity did not bring peace to the mainland states.
Ambition and acquisitiveness led to wars between neighbours, not least
in the Isthmus area between Megara and Corinth and between Megara
and Athens. The rivalry of Argos and Sparta resulted in war after war,
and in order to strengthen her own position Sparta created the first
large-scale military coalition of city-states. Athens did not become a
leading state until the latter part of the sixth century, when the social
and economic reforms of Solon were implemented in many respects by
the gifted tyrant Pisistratus. It was rather Corinth which pioneered the
way in the organization of naval power in her home waters and in the
north-western area where she planted many vigorous new states.

The last chapter reflects upon the social, economic and material
history of Greece in these years, the first in Greek history in which texts
have as much to tell us as the spade. Problems of the ownership of land,
slavery, industrialization in a mainly agricultural community, the impact
of the invention of coinage, all lie behind the conventional historical
narrative of wars, colonies and constitutions. The history of Greek
thought, religion and literature is not, as such, studied here, but there
will be occasion to reflect on it in the new edition of Volume IV. Nor
is any summary of the art history of the period offered here; instead,
there is an account of the material evidence for the wotld in which the
events described in other chapters were conducted, since the fuller
picture we can now win of the quality of life in Greece lends an
immediacy and vividness to our understanding of the history of the
times. This is a subject which is dealt with also, in pictures and
commentary, in the Plates Volume which will accompany this new
edition of Volume III.

The editors have again to thank David Cox of Cox Cartographic Ltd
for the maps; and Marion Cox for preparing many of the illustrations
to chapters 369, 41, 45b.

The index was compiled by Jenny Morris. ].B.

N.G.L.H.
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NOTE ON FOOTNOTE REFERENCES

Works cited in the various sections of the Bibliography are referred to
in footnotes by the appropriate section letter followed by the number
assigned to the work in the sectional bibliography, followed by volume
number, page references etc. Thus A 50, 11 1 is a reference to p. 1 of
vol. 11 of H. W. Parke’s and D. E. W. Wormell’s The Delphic Oracle -
no. so of Bibliography A: General.
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CHAPTER 36s

THE GREEKS IN THE NEAR EAST

T. F. R. G. BRAUN

I. NAMES AND PLACES

The Hellenes, ever since their great movement of renewed expansion
that began in the ninth century B.c., have had different names in east
and west. Westerners came to know them as Graeci, Greeks. Easterners
call them Ionians. Even today, a Greek is an Ionian —a Yunani - in
Arabic, Turkish and Persian. For the people of the Levant and
Mesopotamia to name the Greeks after the Ionians was natural, for it
was the Ionians who had come to be the chief inhabitants of the eastern
parts of the Greek homeland: the Aegean Islands and the coastline of
western Asia Minor. The peculiar form of the name ‘Ionians’ that the
ancient Near East adopted is just what we should expect to have resulted
from ninth- and eighth-century contacts. From the archaic Greek
Laones < * lawones is derived the Yawan of the Bible. The Mesopotamians
probably pronounced it the same, though the convention of their
syllabary resulted in the spelling Yaman.! The name could only have
come into use after the Ionians occupied their East Greek territories
in the post-Mycenaean period. Homer looked back to an age in which
there was as yet no such Ionian settlement. The ¢ Igones with trailing
tunics’ only appear once in the I/iad, named together with mainland
Greeks in an anachronistic-looking passage (x111.685).2 The I/iad here
uses the archaic form, as does the Homeric Hymn describing the
lonians’ festival on the island of Delos (111.147, 152), and it was still
in use in Solon’s time, ¢. 600 B.C.? Later, in the fifth century, the normal
usage among Greeks was Iones, Ionia.* Orientals, however, had learned
the older form and stuck to it. When Aeschylus and Aristophanes bring
orientals on to the Athenian stage, they are made to speak of Greeks,
and address them, as Igones.5
! B 67, 6-7, §21d, §31a.

? Two or three mentions of I-ja-wo-ne in Cnossus tablets may refer to these mainland lonians:
A 65, 547.

® Solon 4a.2 West; oracle ap. Plut. Solon 10.

1 Hecataeus, FGrH 1 F 228-41; Aesch. Pers. 771; Hdt. 1. 6 etc.

* Aesch. Pers. 178, 563, 899; Supp. 69; Ar. Ach. 104.

up 1
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NAMES AND PLACES 3

Occasional references to Yawan/Yaman in oriental sources help to
picce together the story of Greek contacts with the Near East. There
is evidence to clinch the identification of this name with Greeks. In
Darius I’s multi-lingual inscriptions listing his subject lands, the old
Persian lists give Yauna among the western nations and immediately
after Sparda (Sardis) — the right context for Ionia.® The Accadian
equivalent is given as Yaman.” In Hellenistic times, the Septuagint
translation of the Bible into Greek took Yawan to mean Hellas,
Hellenes.® The Egyptians, unlike their Asian neighbours, had an old
indigenous name, unrelated to lonians: Hzw-#bw, which from the
seventh century on was applied to Greeks. Here, too, there is no doubt
about the identification, for the Hellenistic bilingual Rosetta and
Canopus inscriptions translate H3w-nbw as Hellenes.?

The sixth-century world genealogy in Genesis names four sons of
Yawan: Elisha (Alashiya = Cyprus), Tarshish (Tartessus), Kittim
(Kition/Citium) and Rodanim (Rhodes).!® The Jews, no sailors them-
selves but with some knowledge of what came into Levantine ports
from over the sea, found it natural to associate ‘the distant islands’ with
Yawan (cf. also Isaiah 66: 19): it made no difference that Citium was
a Phoenician city.!! In the 670s Esarhaddon claimed that ‘the kings in
the midst of the sea, all of them from the land of Yadnana (Cyprus),
the land of Yaman, to the land of Tarsisi (Tartessus) threw themselves
at my feet’ (below, p. 20). With these far-flung associations, we should
not expect orientals to distinguish sharply between different kinds of
Greek. Yawan/Yaman might do for them all. And the Anatolian
neighbours of the Greeks could sometimes count as Greeks too. When
Greck soldiers came to Egypt in Saite times, they came with Carians,
of different race and speech but armed and organized in the same way
(see ch. 36b). Both Greeks and Carians could be called Hjw-nbw.
Lydians, too, dressed like Greeks (cf. Hdt. 1.94). It is not surprising that
among Nebuchadrezzar’s prisoners in sixth-century Babylon there
should have been Yamani men with non-Greek, presumably Anatolian
names (below, p. 23).

The evidence for Greeks in surviving Near Eastern records is in any
event fragmentary. Some Greek traders, we believe, had settled in Al
Mina as early as about 825 B.c., but the first written oriental reference
to Greeks in the Levant dates to the 730s, and thereafter they are only
spasmodically mentioned. Why is the record not earlier and fuller?

6838 117(DB11s), 136 (DPerz 13), 137 (DNa 28), 141 (DSe 27 -8). Identifications discussed

in B 75, 27 0. 7 B Y8, 10-11.
8 Gen. 10: 2, 4; 1 Chron. 1: 5, 7; Isa. 66: 19; Ezek. 27: 13; Dan. 8: 21; 10: 20; 11: 2; Joel
3: 6; Zech. 9: 13. ® B 128,

' Gen. 10: 2.4; cf. | Chron. 1: §.7.
' Gen. 10: 4; Numbers 24: 24; Isa. 23: 1; Jer. 2: 10; Ezek. 27: 6; Jer. 2: 10;cf. B 1.
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4 364. THE GREEKS IN THE NEAR EAST

Partly because the Greeks made no massive impact, as they did when
they began to immigrate into Egypt. But another reason is that we have
to wait for Assyrian documentation. In the half-century between
Adad-Nirari III’s last intervention in 796 and Tiglath-Pileser I1I’s great
victories of 743—740, the Assyrian kings paid only intermittent attention
to Syria and the Levant. The independent North Syrian states, with
whom the Greeks had at first to deal, have left comparatively few and
brief inscriptions. After 743~740, Assyrian royal inscriptions include
Levantine campaigns in their boastful record. Greeks do from now on
get an occasional mention, but it required exceptional circumstances for
them to come to the royal chroniclers’ notice. Administrative corre-
spondence will have had more frequent occasion to mention them. One
such reference, recently discovered, will be discussed. But it happens
that only a few letters dealing with the western dominions of Assyria
have so far come to light. The huge letter archive discovered in the last
century at Nineveh!? is concerned with other parts of the empire, and
for this reason has no single allusion to Greeks.

Greck literary evidence for relations between Greeks and the Near
East is fragmentary for different reasons. No Greek state kept historical
records; nor was there any publication of a prose geographical or
historical work before Hecataeus, ¢. 500 B.c. From the eighth century
on there was a great output of poetry, epic, elegiac and lyric; from the
seventh, laws and treaties began to be inscribed. But what survives of
all this writing only rarely happens to touch on the Near East.
Herodotus’ great history, published shortly after 430, has the relations
between Greeks and non-Greeks as its principal theme (1. 1); but its
main narrative begins with the accession of Croesus, ¢. 560 (1. 6). And
though he provides a long digression on Egypt, where there had been
large-scale Greek settlement, Herodotus says comparatively little about
Mesopotamia and less about the Levant. His account of Mesopotamia
and Babylon includes no consecutive Assyrian or Babylonian history.
At two points he promises a further Assyrian account (1. 106, 184), but
in the book as we now have it the promise temains unfulfilled. There
is an intriguing citation by Aristotle of a lost Herodotean disquisition on
the siege of Nineveh (H.A vi11. 18, Go1b3), but no other trace of it survives.
The classical Greeks did tell stories about Ashurbanipal, whom they
remembered as Sardanapalus (below, p. 21); but they seem to have
had no recollection at all of the name of Nebuchadrezzar, so menacing
and powerful in the biblical record. It was not until after Alexander’s
conquest that the Babylonian priest Berossus published this name with

12 g 30; B 76. Y Cf. vii. 137, the last datable allusion.
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PHOENICIANS IN GREECE 5

those of other kings in his Greek version of Babylonian historical
chronicles, dedicated to the Seleucid king Antiochus 1 Soter.**

It is characteristic that the earliest datable oriental references to
Greeks, such as they are, come from royal records. The eastern kings,
great or small, dominated their world. When Greeks entered it, they
did so mostly by royal favour, as traders or mercenaries. The alternative
was to attack the coast in raiding parties or infiltrate individually as
adventurers. There could be no question at this stage of Greek political
supremacy. In the west, the great Greek settlement colonies, from the
eighth century on, were often established at the expense of the natives.
Archias settled Syracuse in 733, Thucydides says, “having first driven
the Sicels from the island where the inner city. . .stands today’ (Thuc.
V1. 3.2). Butin the East Greeks could not drive out the natives and assert
their full independence; they settled only if they were allowed to settle.
Nor, at this early stage, was there any doubt about oriental cultural
superiority. In Etruria, the Greeks found a people eager for Greek
artefacts, who bought the finest Greek vases and imitated Greek art
themselves. In the East there was a scattering of Greek painted ware
over a wide area, but its presence in any quantity is taken to show not
importation by orientals, but the presence of Greeks who were using
it themselves.?® The orient was not yet much interested in Greek art
for its own sake, though we shall note a few instances where orientals
do seem to have found Greek ware useful or decorative (below, p. 9).
When eventually, at the outset of the Persian period, we have evidence
of Greek craftsmen working for orientals in the building of Persian
palaces, we find they were made to serve essentially non-Greek concepts
of design.'® The Greeks themselves knew their place. Not until after
the establishment of the Persian empire do we find them first referring
to non-Greeks as ‘barbarians’ (Heraclitus, B. 107 D-K), as they
regularly did in Classical times, sometimes though not always with a
pejorative overtone. The reference in the I/iad to the Carians as
BapBapédwroe, barbarian-speaking, is isolated (11. 867). In Egypt, the
Greeks in the sixth century called themselves aAAéyAwosor — people of
alien speech — in contrast to the people of the land.?

II. PHOENICIANS IN GREECE

Homer describes Phoenicians trading in Greek waters as well as with
Egypt and Libya. They buy the goodwill of the king of Lemnos with
a marvellous silver bowl (I/. xx111. 740—75; cf. vi1. 468). They have trade

" FGrH 680 F 7-9. 15 G 10, 122.
B3, 144-9. 17 M-L no. 7 (a) 4; Hdt. 1. 154.4.
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6 364. THE GREEKS IN THE NEAR EAST

goods to tempt humbler people, too: we see ‘Phoenicians, famous as
seamen, tricksters, bringing tens of thousands of trinkets in their black
ship”’ to a Greek island, ‘rich in cattle and sheep, wine and corn’. The
ship stays for 2 whole year, doing business until it is full. Meanwhile
one of the seamen has seduced a servant-girl from the palace, herself
a kidnapped Sidonian who wants to go home. Together they hatch a
plot. A Phoenician engages the attention of the queen and her
maidservants with a gold necklace strung with amber beads, and tips
the wink to the Sidonian girl. Slipping under her dress three gold cups
which the king has left on the dinner table after taking his guests off
to a council meeting, she hurries down to the harbour with the king’s
little boy Eumacus innocently trotting behind her, the ship makes off
under cover of darkness, and in due course the Phoenicians sell
Eumaeus for a good price in Ithaca (Od. xv. 403-84).

This story, with its many recognizable features, rings true. The
Phoenician trade-goods that appear in Greece from the ninth century
on must have been brought at least partly by Phoenicians, not only by
returning Greeks. Accounts of Phoenician settlement and colonization
in Greece are less convincing. They are given by Greek historians from
the fifth century onwards. Thucydides (1. 8.1) states that the Aegean
islanders included Phoenician pirates before Minos policed the sea.
Rhodian historians told how, after Danaus from Egypt had founded
the temple of Athena at Lindus, Cadmus had next come from Phoenicia,
and had dedicated a bronze cauldron at Lindus inscribed in Phoenician
letters. He founded the temple of Poseidon at Ialysus and left Phoenician
overseers there.l® The Phoenicians fortified Ialysus and held Rhodes
until besieged by Greek invaders; then they buried their treasure and
left the island.*® Melos was similarly supposed to have been a Phoenician
colony, named Byblis, before it became Greek.2°

These accounts of Phoenician settlement enlarge on Herodotus. For
him east—west conflict had begun with the rape of Io from Argos by
Phoenician sailors, after which Greeks came to Tyre and carried off
Europa, King Agenor’s daughter (1. 1—2). He tells these introductory
stories with some humour, but frequently returns to the search for
Europa which he takes seriously enough. The European continent takes
its name from her (1v. 45). She is the sister of Cadmus who left Phoenicia
to look for her all over Greece. Cadmus put in at Thera, where his
Phoenicians colonized the island for eight generations (1v. 147). He
founded the temple of Heracles at Thasos (11. 44—6). The Thasian mines,

'8 Anagraphe of Lindus, FGrH 532 (3) quoting Polyzelos of Rhodes, FGrH s21 F 1; Zenon
of Rhodes, FGrH 523 F 1 (Diod. v. 58).

% Ergias of Rhodes, FGrH 513 F 1; Polyzelos of Rhodes, FGrH 521 F 6 (Ath. 260p—3618).

20 Steph. Byz. 5.0. ‘Melos’; cf. Festus s.v. ‘Melos’ p. 124 Miller.
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too, were discovered by Phoenicians (vi. 47). He settled Phoenicians in
Boeotia (11. 49, v. 57). They included the Cadmeians of Thebes, who
after their expulsion joined the colonizers of lonia (1. 146). He introduced
Dionysus worship (11. 49) and the Phoenician alphabet (v. 58)*' to
Greece. ‘Phoenicians from Palestinian Syria’, furthermore, founded the
temple of Aphrodite at Cythera (1. 105).

Archaeologists have found little substance for any of this. French
excavation of the temple of Heracles at Thasos has produced no
evidence for Phoenician foundation.?? There is none at Thebes except
for a hoard of Near Eastern cylinder seals in the Mycenaean Cadmeia.??
Recent attempts to prove early Semitic influences on Greece by
providing etymologies for place names, and through interpretations of
Linear A tablets, are mostly speculative.? We shall find that the link
between Cadmus and Phoenicia is a literary invention contrived after
Homer and Hesiod, and as such it will be considered in section vi.
Cadmus was dated to the dawn of Greek history, over a thousand years
before Herodotus’ time (11. 145). The alleged colonization by
Phoenicians, if it were historical, would thus in any case long antedate
such evidence as we have of infiltration by Phoenicians into Greece
between the ninth and the sixth centuries B.c.?®

II1I. GREEK TRADE AND SETTLEMENT IN THE LEVANT

It has been shown elsewhere that Cyprus was continuously inhabited
by Greeks from late Mycenaean times on (CAH 11.23, ch. 224), and that
the Pamphylian dialect gives good grounds for thinking that there was
some continuity of Greek settlement along the coast of southern
Anatolia (below, pp. 92—4). This is not true of the east Mediterranean
coast. There is a hiatus of some 150 years between the last Mycenaean
imports into the Levant and the ninth century B.c. when pottery from
Greece reappears. Fragments of Geometric ware have been found over
an area from the mouth of the Orontes southwards as far as Ascalon, and
eastwards as far as Nineveh. They are distributed sporadically: only a
dozen find-spots are so far known (fig. 1). The earliest items may be
Euboean (or Cycladic) cups from Tell Abu Hawam, neat the foot of
Mt Carmel. A piece at Tabbit al Hammam, not far from Aradus Island,
was found with Phoenician/Cypriot ware in a ninth-century settlement
built with an ashlar break water, clearly with a view to sea trade.?® Inland,
at Hamath on the Orontes, the capital of an Aramaic kingdom, a number

# Cf. Arist. fr. 501 Rose; Ephorus, FGrH 70 F 105 (Diod. 1. 67). Below, pp. 29f.
C 200, 123—§; C 201, 1 20, 117-18.

3 B 74; BCH 88 (1964) 775-9. 2 eg. B3
A 7, 358 and 54-84 passim; D 78, 360—3. 2% B 63, 152.

Cambridge Histories Online © Cambridge University Press, 2008



8 36a. THE GREEKS IN THE NEAR EAST

KEY
MG

& MG+ LG
LG

’ with pendent -

<> 4 >

+  semicircle skyphoi

KMS
100 200 300
1 ' J

r O

1. Finds of Greek Middle and Late Geometric pottery in the east. (Prepared with the kind help
of Professor J. N. Coldstream; cf. H 25, 4224; H 27, 94, fig. 29.)

Sites::

1 Marium 10 Amathus 20 Tell Stkas

2 Soli 11 Curium 21 Hamath

3 Kazaphani 12 Paphus 22 Tabbat al Hammim
4 Palekythro 13 Mersin 23 Khaldeh

5 A. Theodoros 14 Tarsus 24 Tyre

6 Stylhi 15 Tell Halaf 25 Tell Abu Hawiam

7 Salamis 16 Tell Tayinat 26 Megiddo

8 Idalium 17 Tell Judaidah 27 Samaria

9 Citium 18 Al Mina 28 Ascalon

19 Basit
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of Euboean/Cycladic pendent-semicircle cups were found in a native
cremation cemetery. That shows that they could be preferred by
orientals to the local, more friable earthenware cups; the presence of
Greek cups does not therefore necessarily argue the presence of Greek
owners, for all that Greeks liked to carry their personal cups with
them.?” A big Attic krater, probably of the late ninth century, was
evidently judged a worthy votive offering in a Syrian shrine here.?®
Hamath was destroyed by the Assyrians in 720 B.c. (CAH 1112, ch.
9), a definite ferminus ante quem. Samaria, destroyed in 722 (ibid. 275),
provides a similar terminus for one sherd with which others, from
disturbed levels, are clearly related. Here again was a big ninth-century
krater, from the Cyclades.?®

Only in two known coastal settlements is the quantity of Greek
Geometric ware so great that we may conclude that Greeks lived there.
In each case we find not a colony but an évowxiousds, a settlement of
Greeks among natives, comparable to the sixth-century Greek quarter
at Gravisca, in the port of an Etruscan city. The most important of these
two eastern settlements is Al Mina, at the mouth of the Orontes in what
is today the Turkish territory of Hatay.3® Here, between 1936 and 1939,
Woolley excavated a mound which proved to have ten levels of
occupation between ¢. 825 and 301 B.C. It was a trading depot, with a
Greek element from the beginning. The levels of between ¢. 825 and
¢. 700 were of huts built on pebble foundations over virgin sand. But
the combined effects of silting and erosion caused the settlement to shift
throughout its history, and it is possible, as Woolley thought, that there
was occupation before ¢. 825 on a part of the site that the river has
washed away. Most of the earliest pots are of a type that could be local,
or derive from Cyprus, or both. But among these are Greek sherds,
a handful at first but growing more numerous throughout the eighth
century. This Greek ware is from the Aegean islands. Improved
knowledge of Euboea and Euboean colonies in the west since Woolley’s
time has shown that there is a distinctive Euboean element at Al Mina,
lightly reinforced by East Greek in the last quarter of the eighth century.
Euboean pendent-semicircle cups are extremely scarce in the west:
evidently the Euboeans’ interest in Al Mina preceded their mid-eighth
century colony at Pithecusa/Ischia. But in the second half of the eighth
century a later variety of cup, decorated with concentric circles, is found
in both places.?! The levels at Al Mina are not always sharply to be
distinguished, but there is 2 minor break ¢. 720 and a decisive one ¢. 700,
perhaps in connexion with the Cilician revolt that we shall discuss. Al

¥ u 27, 9. 28 563, 1534 2% B 63, 146-7.
30 g 83 with map pl. 1 opp. p. 2; B84; B 85; B 86, 165-81; A 7, 38 -54.
3 p p PP- P 7

3 p18, 7-8; cf. B 12, 12-13 and n. 27; AR 1966~7, 13; B 72.
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10 56!1 THE GREEKS IN THE NEAR EAST

Mina was presumably destroyed. It was rebuilt with a stronger Greek
element than before. Alongside Cypriot pottery, which becomes less
plentiful, we find Rhodian bird bowls and East Greek Wild Goat ware;
there is a good deal of Corinthian. Euboean disappears. It looks as if
the Euboeans were discouraged or lost interest. The Corinthian ware
may well signal the arrival of Aeginetans, the great carriers of the
seventh and sixth centuries, who made no pottery themselves but traded
in that of their neighbours: Corinth, and in the sixth century Athens.
In the later seventh century there was rebuilding after a period of some
decay; in the first half of the sixth century there seems to be a hiatus
of many years, perhaps only because the action of the river has made
our knowledge of the site incomplete, but possibly because the
Babylonian conquest had had unfavourable consequences. From ¢. 520,
under the Persians, the site was laid out again in new blocks. Imports
from Greece, especially Athens, now increased further in volume and
variety. The depot seems to have prospered, regardless of the wars
between Greeks and Persians, until Al Mina was replaced by Seleucia,
the port of Antioch, in 3o01.

From ¢. 700 B.C. the site was of warehouses, best observed in their
later form: single-storied, rectangular buildings, each of them with a
range of store-rooms round a central courtyard with a smaller room that
could have been the tally-cletk’s office, surrounded by thick mud-brick,
mud-plastered walls whose stone foundations were continued above
floor level to serve as a damp course, and presumably roofed with reeds,
timber and clay, since no roof-tiles are found. Between the warehouses
ran gravel lanes, intersecting at right angles, often with a central drain
covered with stone slabs. Small, disconnected rooms along the street
front seem to have been retail shops or workshops. There were no
dwelling-houses in this dreary place, and until the latest levels no
burials, Woolley thought that the merchants who came down to work
here might have lived on Sabouni hill about 5 km inland. There are no
Greek graffiti or inscriptions either, before or after 700 B.c. Nor is the
place mentioned in Greek literature. Woolley sought to identify it with
the city of Posideum, mentioned by Herodotus in his list of Darius I’s
provinces as ‘founded by Amphilochus the son of Amphiaraus on the
boundary of the Cilicians and the Syrians’ (Hdt. 111. 91). But Posideum
is commonly a Greek name for a cape; and Strabo’s geographical work
specifically located this Posideum south of the Orontes mouth, on the
other side of Mount Casius (Musa Dag) (Strabo xv1. 2.8.751). Here,
some 24 km from Al Mina, is Cape Basit, whose name can hardly fail
to derive from Posideum. Its ancient ruins were conspicuous in the early
nineteenth century, and recent French excavations have shown that it
has a history of Greek imports nearly as long as that of Al Mina. Its
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merits as a trading site are not immediately obvious, but it does give
access to a route through the hills, directly to the Orontes valley.3? The
ancient Greek name of Al Mina itself therefore remains unknown.

Tell Sakis, some 72 km to the south of Al Mina, is another
Syro-Phoenician Iron Age coastal settlement, smaller than Al Mina and
built over a Bronze Age mound. The excavators distinguish a level
which they have dated from ¢. 850 to a destruction in ¢. 675, with similar
Greek sherds to those at Al Mina, principally Euboean and Cycladic.
The next level, which they date to between ¢. 675 and ¢. 498, interrupted
by destruction ¢. §88 and worse destruction still in ¢. 552, was strongly
marked by Greek influence. There was a sanctuary of Greek design,
quite unlike those of the Syro-Phoenicians, and a Greek woman in ¢. 6oo
B.C. left proof of Greek habitation by putting her name on her
loom-weight.3?

Greek commerce with the Levant is natural. What is surprising is not
that it was resumed in the ninth century, but that it had ever been
interrupted. There is occasional literary evidence for it from now on.
In the sixth century Ezekiel speaks of Yawan bringing trade to Tyre;3*
by the fifth there was a shrine of the Thasian Heracles in Tyre itself,
probably the result of Thasian commerce.?® At Myriandus, some 80 km
north of Al Mina in the gulf of Alexandretta, Xenophon’s Ten
Thousand saw many merchant ships at anchor in 401 (Xen. Anab. 1. 4.6).
In 396, during one of the Graeco-Persian wars, it was a Syracusan
sea-captain returning from Phoenicia who brought to Sparta the news
of the building of the latest Persian armada (Xen. He//. 111. 4.1). In the
context of this Levantine trade, the lower Orontes valley has an especial
attraction. It is at the Mediterranean end of the shortest caravan route
from Mesopotamia, by way of the north Syrian towns. Whoever
controls it also bestrides the chief route by which land traffic passes
between Anatolia and the countries to the south.?® In the late ninth and
eighth centuries, it had a further attraction. The north Syrian states were
still independent and, despite warfare between themselves and
intermittent raids from Assyria, flourishing. Al Mina belonged to the
neo-Hittite kingdom of Pa(t)tin, alternatively known to the Assyrians
as Unqi, Aramaic ‘Amgq. (The Lower Orontes valley is still called in
Arabic El-‘Amuq, Turkish Amik: CAH .12, ch. 9, 375.) With its
capital at Kunulua, the biblical Calneh, perhaps to be identified with
Tell Ta‘yinat, the kingdom of Unqi played its part in local wars: it joined
the coalition which unsuccessfully attacked Zakur of Hamath ¢. 796
(¢bid. 403). Possibly Tell Sakas, though less well placed for inland

32 B 63, 137-9 and fig. 45. 3 B 63, 126-30, 158 and fig. d, p. 157.
34 Ezek. 27: 13. See below, p. 14. 35 Hdt. 11. 44; B 110 ad Joc.
3% B 18, 15,
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communication, was outside Ungqi’s borders and so provided alternative
access to Hamath. In 738 Tutamu, the last independent ruler of Unqi,
was deposed and the region constituted an Assyrian province (ébid. 411).
The loot taken on this occasion is comparable to that from any other
substantial Phoenician or North Syrian state: 300 talents of silver, a no
longer identifiable number of talents of gold, 100 talents of copper, linen
and dyed woollen garments, all kinds of herbs, prisoners, and horses
and mules.?” On other occasions, the Assyrian kings single out for praise
the vegetation of the adjoining Mt Amanus, whose shrubs, fruit trees
and fine timber, notably cedarwood, had no equal in their eyes.

This prosperous kingdom enjoyed, at the time of the first Greek
settlement, easy access to Urartu, a kingdom richer still. Urartu in the
first half of the eighth century was extending its power west of the
Taurus over Melid, Tabal and Kummukh (CAH 111.1%, ch. g9, 405—6).
Its political control never reached quite as far as the Mediterranean
coast; but in 743 it mustered an anti-Assyrian alliance which included
Gurgum with its capital Marqasi (Marag) and Arpad north of Aleppo
(#bid. 409). 1t was Tiglath-Pileser 1II’s defeat of this alliance that
inaugurated a new era of Assyrian domination of the Levant, marked
by the installation of permanent Assyrian governors in place of native
rulers and by wholesale deportations (s4éid. 410). When in 714 Sargon
IT struck at Ura