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CHAPTER V.

1. CoNDITION OF ITALY AFTER THE EXPEDITION OF
CHARLES VIII.—MAXIMILIAN’S UNSUCCESSFUL CaM-
PAIGN AGAINST FLORENCE—ALEXANDER VI. BEGINS
THE WAR AGAINST THE TYRANTS IN THE STATE OF
THE CHURCH—WAR WITH THE ORSINI—THE ParaL
TROOPS DEFEATED AT SORIANO, JANUARY 1497—
PEACE WiTH THE ORSINI—DEATH OF VIRGINIUS
ORSINI—GONSALVO CONQUERS (OsTiA—GIOVANNI
SFORZA ESCAPES FROM ROME—]JUuaN OF GANDIA

{ ¥ BecoMEs DUKE oF BENEVENTO—HIs MURDER, JUNE
14, 1497—IMPRESSION LEFT ON THE POPE BY THE
EVENT—ENQUIRY CONCERNING THE MURDER—
CasaR BORGIA GOES AS LEGATE To NAPLES AND
CROWNS FEDERIGO—HE RETURNS TO ROME.

THE victorious enterprise of Charles VIII. com-
pelled the great powers to form a league,—the first
of European character,—from which amid tedious
wars modern states gradually took their form. The
Spanish house of the Habsburgs and France came
prominently to the front, while Italy, still as a conse-
quence of the facts and principles of the Middle
Ages, remained the object and reward of the great
struggle.

The French King had left Italy involved in the
greatest turbulence. The country was severed into

VOL. VIL 2D



406 ROME IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. [Bk. xuL

two parties : ‘the league between Rome, Milan and
Venice, which- was supported by the two great
powers, and the French party, to which Savoy,
Montferrat, Ferrara, Florence and Bologna, the
Orsini and the Prefect of the city belonged. All
existing conditions were consequently shaken. The
dynasty of Aragon could no longer feel secure in
Naples, where it had already summoned Spain and
Venice to its aid. Florence, which had lost Pisa
and other cities, was threatened with the return and
despotism of the Medici, and Ludovico Sforza must
inevitably perish in the storm which he himself had
evoked. No less convulsed was the State of the
Church, which however in the Papacy possessed a
power of recuperation and endurance. The republic
of Venice was still the one great power in all Italy,
and Venice now hoped to obtain dominion through-
out the peninsula. In return for her services to the
house of Aragon she had received possession of
Brindisi, Trani, Gallipoli and Otranto.

The war with the French viceroys in Naples was
not yet ended in the summer of 1496, and Charles
VIIIL talked of his return to Italy.! In fear the
allies enticed Henry VII. into their league, to which
the adhesion of England gave the aspect of a Euro-
pean alliance? The Pope also sought protection
from the imperial power. He now wished to crown

1 On January 21, 1496, he wrote from Lyons to the city of Foligno
that he would soon return. The original letter is preserved in the
archives of Foligno. Likewise to the Prefectissa, Amboise, March s,
1496, Diar, Sanuto, i. 47.

2 Announcement of the Alliance in Rome on July 31 : Burkard.
See Carl Lanz, Mon, Habsb., Vienna, 1857, Introd., vol. i. 38.
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Maximilian emperor; on July 6 he appointed Car-
vajal legate for the coronation. The King of the
Romans came, he said, as advocate of the Church, to
drive away the French, who still retained possession
of Ostia and some places in Naples, to take the
imperial crown, to bring peace to Italy, and finally to
undertake the war against the Turks.!

Maximilian accepted the invitation of Italy, Maximilian
whither he was summoned as Messias, like so many ‘,‘19'6“,‘""
emperors before him, He came in August without
an army and without money. His hopes of obtain-
ing both from the allies proved vain. Trusting
neither in the Pope nor the Sforza, he refused to
go to Milan, although preparations had already been
made there for his coronation as King of Lombardy.
He received Carvajal and the Duke Ludovico at
Crema, then journeyed to Genoa, thence to proceed
to Tuscany.? For Pisa, which had received Venetian
and Milanese auxiliaries, sent him an urgent sum-
mons, and he himself hoped to regain this ancient
Ghibelline city for the empire. Her struggle for
the recovery of her freedom had been so heroic
and important, that she now, so to speak, represented
the political centre of gravity for all powers. On

1 Brief, Rome, July 6, 1496, Rayn., n. 4. Carvajal left with
Burkard on July 29. As early as January 10 the Nuncio Leonello
de Cheregatis had complained before Maximilian in Augsburg
of the occupation of Rome by Charles VIII., and had demanded
aid from the Empire, See his speech in the MS. diary of Sanuto,
i 14.

% He came to Genoa on September 28, and dwelt with Cardinal
Julian. In the Cathedral he was shown the Holy Grail, catinus
Christi,—~Burkard.
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the other side the republic of Florence staked her
last forces in trying to reconquer Pisa; but her
struggles were to prove her own death throes.
When Maximilian appeared at Pisa at the end of
October with scarcely 3000 men, he found nothing
but jealousy and contention among his allies. He be-
sieged Leghorn without success ; his vessels were de-
stroyed by a storm, and as early as the end of the

Heree  year 1496 he returned to Germany without honour or

glory and deeply incensed against Venice.!

Dec 1495  Meanwhile Alexander strove to turn the Nea-
politan restoration to the advantage of his domestic
policy. The second and terrible period of his pontifi-
cate dates from this time. If he had hitherto erred
from irresolution and apathy, he now entered on a
more active career. He adopted the policy of
Vitelleschi and Sixtus IV, and this he did for
reasons that are perfectly intelligible. His iniquity
lies solely in the aims by which he was impelled.
It was necessary to rid the State of the Church of
the barons, first of all of the Orsini, in order that
the Borgia family might be enriched with their
property. Virginius, the head of the house, had
first been Charles’s prisoner at Naples, had then
escaped at the Taro, and had afterwards entered

Virginius  the service of the Medici Virginius himself, his

Qe e sons John Jordan and the bastard Charles, the

of France. young Bartolommeo d’Alviano, a member of the
house of the Atti near Todi, and other Orsini
nobles, contrary to the wishes of the Pope, had then

1 Camillo Gilini, De Maximil. Caes. in Italiam adventu, Freher,
iii, 91, Sanuto, p. 36.
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taken pay from Charles VIII, They staked their
fortunes on those of the French army in Naples,
while as soon as Ferdinand recovered possession of
his capital, their hereditary enemies, the Colonna,
joined the side of Aragon! When in August 1496
Montpensier now laid down his arms at Atella,
Ferdinand II. included Virginius in the capitulation
also, but at the Pope’s desire kept him a prisoner
as a rebel against the Church. John Jordan and
Alviano had also been taken prisoners in the
Abruzzi. Their capture facilitated the design of
Alexander, who cherished an ancient grudge against
the house of Orsini for having driven his brother
Peter from Rome on the death of Calixtus III. He
had already confiscated all their property in June
1496. With these possessions he intended to en-
rich his son Don Juan, the Duke of Gandia, who,
summoned by him, had returned from Spain in
August of the same year. Alexander determined
to make this incompetent man lord of the Patri-
mony, and also to bestow upon him Ostia, Corneto
and Civita Vecchia. In September 1496 he there-
fore deprived Alessandro Farnese of the legation of
the Patrimony and conferred the government of this
territory and that of Viterbo on his son®; whom with

1 Charles 'VIII. therefore, o rebellionen Fabricii de Columna,
restored Tagliacozzo and Alba to Virginius. Zawrinsi die XX, Oct.
1495. Anmo I. Regni Siciliae. Orsini Archives, T. 131, n. 3.
Extract from the documents of the Archives of Bracciano.

% Despatches of Joh. Carolus Scalonus, agent of Mantua, Rome,
September 13 and 17, 1496 (Gonzaga Archives). Of Cardinal
Famese, he says : quale e rimasto casso, sel ritorno proximo di Mna
Julia non lo adjuta. What he writes on September 13 is worthy of
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great solemnity he made Standard-bearer of the
Church on October 26, And having taken Guido-
baldo of Urbino into his service, he entrusted the
war against the Orsini to the charge of these two cap-
tains, to whom he gave Cardinal Lunate as legate.!
On October 27 the .papal troops entered the
Patrimony, where the Orsini held their hereditary
possessions.? Fabrizio Colonna and Antoniello
Savelli readily joined them as instruments of the
Pope. The Orsini immediately surrendered Anguil-
lara, Galera, Sutri and other places, but retained
Bracciano, which was strongly protected by the lake.?
Bracciano was bravely defended by Alviano, who
had escaped from his imprisonment, and his Amazon

remark : Et per far che quests figli del papa non se habino invidia
adesso se dubita de la vita del Carle Sto Georgio; del gquale suc-
cedendo la morte : Valentino havera il Camerlengato : il palaszo che
altrevolte fu della bon, mem. del Carle di Mantua che & hora sl pin
bello di Roma: et il meglio de beneficii soi: per sl che V. Ex. puo
pensare quanto la fortuna spira ad questi Marans, Caesar’s jealousy
of his brother was already notorious.

1 Burkard. Guidobaldo came to Rome on October 23. In the
same month the Venetian ambassador announced that a son had
been born to the Pope by a Roman woman, whose father had acted
as pander to Alexander, The deceived husband murdered his
father-in-law and was exiled by the Pgpe. Diar. of M. Sanuto, i,
258, Concerning the war with the Orsini: Baldi, Vita di Guido-
baldo, i. lib. §.

? Sigsm. de’ Conti, Hest., xii., 165, enumerates the following as
fortresses of the Orsini: Isola, Scrofane, Galera, Formello, Cam-
pagnano, Bracciano, Anguillara, Trevignane, Cere and Palo.

3 The oldest document that mentions Bracciano is one of March
10, 1234, act. in Monte Arsicio. Therein: Landulfus fil. quond.
Gottifred. Prefects et Jofredus Amator. . . . Dom. de Brackiano et
de S. Pupa. Bracciano belonged to the Prefects. Orsini Archives,-
T. 97 F. n. 44.
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wife, Bartolommea, sister of Virginius. The troops
of the Orsini not only defeated the papal forces, but
scoured the country as far as Rome, and Alviano’s
cavalry almost succeeded in arresting Cardinal
Caesar at Monte Mario. The besieged soon received
succour ; for Carlo Orsini and Vitellozzo, the tyrant
of Cittd di Castello, both in the service of France,
returned from Provence, collected an army and
forced the papal troops to advance against them.
These troops were utterly defeated on January 23, The papal
1497; the Duke of Urbino was taken prisoner, foatod at
Gandia was wounded, and Cardinal Lunate fled in ?:mnaf;’
such haste, that the exertion caused his death.! The 1497.
papal troops dispersed in wild confusion.

This splendid victory rejoiced all the enemies
of the Borgia. The Orsini were now masters of
Tuscany ; they extended their hands to the French
garrison, which lay in Ostia, under command of
the Biscayan corsair Monaldo de Guerra. The aged
Virginius however was not alive to share the triumph
of his house; on January 18, while in prison at Death of
Naples, he had been carried off by fever or poison. gg;;;,";sm
The monument of this celebrated man is the Castle 18, 1497
of Campagnano, which he built about 1490. The
.Pope, filled with humiliation and anger, now sum-
moned Gonsalvo and Prospero Colonna from Naples
to his aid; the Venetian ambassadors however

1 He died, 45 years old, August 8, 1497. Epitaph from S. M.
del Popolo in Schrader, Monum. ltaliae, Helmstedt, 1592, p. 159,
and in Forcella, i. 328.—In the Gonzaga Archives are preserved the
despatches of John Carolus and other agents, who describe all

these events, the battle, the capture of the duke and all the negotia-
tions.
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induced him to make peace, from which the Orsini
issued victorious. In virtue of the treaty of February
5, 1497, they paid the Pope 50,000 gold florins, but
retained their estates and were allowed to remain in
the pay of France. The sons of Virginius, liberated
at Naples, returned to Bracciano on April 22, and
gave their father solemn burial at Cervetri! So
callous was Alexander that he did nothing for the
imprisoned Guidobaldo, but himself appropriated
the money which the duke had paid for his release
from the Orsini2 Guidobaldo was childless; the
Borgia already contemplated becoming his heirs,
and Federigo's son thus expiated the error his
father had committed in entering their service.
Thus the first attempt of the Pope to annihilate
one of the great factions of the nobility entirely
failed. He reserved his vengeance on these nobles
for a later date. Meanwhile Gonsalvo came to
Rome in Lent to take Ostia for the Pope. He was
received with solemnity, and rode to the Vatican
between Gandia and Giovanni da Pesaro, Ostia
at once capitulated; on Gonsalvo’s return to Rome
he was preceded by Monaldo in chains. Joyfully

! Burkard—Chigi.

2 40,000 ducats in instalments, Guidobaldo was kept at Soriano,
afterwards at Poggio Mirteto. Despatches of the Mantuan agent,
Benedictus de Brugiis, of March and April 1497, from Soriano (Gonzaga
Archives).—The registers of the revenues of the Patrimony of Peter
have been preserved for the years 1497, 1498 (in the present State
Archives in Rome). The treasurer there was the Banker Alessandro
Francii of Siena. Cities and clergy had to pay yearly subsidies—for
example, Viterbo, 1000 ducats ; Orvieto, 479 ; Narni, 750 ; Corneto,
60o. The ducat stood at 72 bolognini or soldi.
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the Pope hastened to enter the fortress of the hated
Cardinal Julian, and so important did its conquest
appear that he loaded Gonsalvo with honours. The
haughty Spaniard declined to take the Easter palm
from the hands of the Pope, unwilling to receive it
after the Duke of Gandia; he accepted however the
Golden Rose, a gift worthy of kings. This flower,
perfumed with musk, the most graceful symbol of
the Christian cult, represents the purity of virtue,
with the fragrance of which the Church should be
filled. But in the hands of the Borgia it could
appear nothing more than the symbol of pagan
pleasures. The candid soldier upbraided the Pope
for the corruption of the Curia and his own vicious
life, and exhorted him to reform. Never had Alex-
ander experienced a keener humiliation. He was
already bitterly hated in- Rome, where the insolent
dominion of the Catalans was revived., Only his
3000 Spanish mercenaries sufficed to keep the
people in check. On Good Friday a preliminary
riot took place; the Romans entrenched themselves
on the Campo di Fiore; the cardinals at length
soothed their irritation against the Spaniards and
the Spanish pope! The Cardinal of Gurk, who
had gone to Perugia, said to the Florentine envoy
at this time: “When I think of the life of the
Pope and the lives of some of the cardinals, I
shudder at the thought of remaining in the Curia; I

1 Pilgrimage of the knight Arnold of Harff of Cologne, edited by
Groote, Cologne, 1860, p. 33: Die Romanen hetten dem pays mit
bestain doit so slayn, so verhast was ke 2o deser ssyt mit sinen frunden
den Hispanioler. The knight was in Rome at Easter, 1497.
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will have nothing to do with it, unless God reforms
his Church.”?

The same Eastertide Giovanni Sforza, Lucrezia’s
husband, fled from Rome to escape the dangers
that threatened him; for already the Pope had
decided to annul this marriage of his daughter also.
The intrigues, the crimes, the tragedies of the house
of Borgia now began, and were set in motion by
a single man; by Caesar, who now stood secretly
behind the scene on which he soon openly appeared.

Deluded in his hopes of equipping Gandia with
the spoils of the Orsini, the Pope determined to
enrich him at the expense of the Church. The
young Borgia at this time possessed the entire
affection of his father; Alexander intended bestow-

The Duke ing every earthly splendour on his son® On June
invested 7 he invested him with Benevento as a hereditary
duchy as well as Terracina and Pontecorvo. These
were to be the steps to still higher honours in
Naples. Out of twenty-seven cardinals, Piccolo-
mini alone ventured to dissent, the others yielded
to the will of the Pope. For after the restoration
the partisans of France had been forced to a recon-
ciliation with Alexander; the Colonna and Savelli
adhered to him; Ascanio had made approaches ;
Orsini was powerless; Julian and Gurk dwelt in
exile. In February 1496, moreover, Alexander had

Benevento,

1 Alessandro Braccio to the X. di Balii, Perugia, April 8, 1497,
Florentine Archives, Cl. X., Dist. 4. n. 46.

2 I1e called himself henceforward Dux Gandiae et Suesse ac
Princegs Theani, and thus signs himself in a letter to the Marquis of
Mantua, on September 12, 1496 : Gonzaga Archives,
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introduced four Spaniards from Valencia into the
College: Martini, de Castro, Lopez, and Juan
Borgia, his sister’s son.

Two days after Gandia’s investiture he appointed
Caesar as legate for Naples, where he was to go to
crown Federigo. The two brothers, the cardinal
and the duke, were to journey thither together in
the beginning of July and return in September.
Gandia was afterwards to go to Spain and take
with him his sister Lucrezia, whose marriage with
Pesaro the Pope intended to dissolve! Did the
two brothers weigh their fortunes one against the
other, that of Gandia must have appeared enviable
in Caesar’s eyes. It was only with reluctance that
Caesar himself had entered the clerical profession.?
If, as cardinal, he possessed immense influence and
accumulated wealth, yet, as bastard of a pope, he
could never occupy the Chair of Peter. The Duke
of Benevento on the contrary might dream of
founding a dynasty, or even of acquiring the throne
of Naples. He now received the homage of Rome
on account of his new dignity, of which he made
great parade. But in the course of seven days a

1 Ritornato poi il prefato Ducka qua, se transferira in spayna dove
condurra la sorella maritata in pesaro, perche se spera de divortio al
gual Nos. Sig. é molto inclinato: Joh. Carolus to the Marquis of
Mantua, Rome, June 7, 1497 : Gonzaga Archives.

2 The Duke of Sermoneta, in Rome, possesses a sword of Caesar
Borgia, which is decorated with engraved figures in allusion to
Caesar, and shows the ideas cherished by the Cardinal. It bears
the inscription: Caesar Borgia Card. Valent., and further: Cum
numine Caesaris Omen. The well-known Abbate Galiani brought
it from Spain to Rome, where it was acquired by the Gaetani.
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terrible fate put an end to all. Of the interest which
the world took in the tragedy that befell an accursed
house a trace still lingers in the memory of history,
and, even though the death of an unimportant man
fails to evoke the sympathy excited by the fate of
Germanicus, it has nevertheless acquired celebrity
as a tragic mystery of the most infamous times of
the Borgia.

Murderof On June 14, 1497, Caesar, his brother and some

f,'}%’:_f'ﬁfa, friends, among whom was Cardinal Monreale,

{:97” 4 supped with Vanozza (mother of the Borgias) at a
vineyard near S. Pietro ad Vincula. The meal
ended, the brothers mounted their mules to return to
the Vatican. Gandia took leave of Caesar beside the
present Palazzo Cesarini, where the Vice-chancellor
Ascanio dwelt, in order as he alleged to attend to
some private business. He was accompanied only
by a groom and a man in a mask, who had been in
the habit of visiting him at the Vatican during the
previous month.! The duke took this man on the
saddle behind him and rode back to the Piazza
degli Ebrei; here he commanded his servant to
wait an hour for him, and, if he failed to appear,
then to return to the papal palace. Morning came,
but the duke did not. The Pope was terrified, but
believed that his son was detained by some love
affair and would return in the evening. Evening

1 This is also told us by the Mantuan orator, Joh. Carolus
(Scalona). Despatch of June 16, Rome: fus visto salirli un in
croppa, che era a cavallo a mulla, et questo tale era im capuzato nsgro :
per il che se presume chel fusse un ordine dato per trapolario come
hanno facto. This account is printed in full in the Arch. d. R. Soc.
Romana di S. P., vol. xi. (1888), 300 f. :
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came, the duke remained absent, and the Pope’s
consternation was now intense. The police informed
him that the groom of his missing son had been
found mortally wounded in the Piazza degli Ebrei
and had been unable to give tidings of his master’s
fate. The news immediately spread through Rome
that Gandia had been murdered and thrown into
the Tiber. There was nothing to support the
rumour beyond the nightly repetition of murders,
A charcoal dealer, one of the colony of Slavonians
who already dwelt beside the Ripetta, was seized
and questioned as to what he had seen on Tuesday
night! ¢ About one o’clock,” he answered, «“1 saw
two men come from the street on the left of the
Slavonian Hospital to the Tiber, close to the
fountain where people throw rubbish into the river.
They looked round and then returned. Soon after
two more appeared, looked round likewise and made
a sign. Then came a man on a white horse, a dead
body behind him, whose head and arms hung on
one side, his feet on the other. He rode to the
spot indicated, when his attendants with all their
might threw the corpse into the river. The horse-
man asked: ‘Have you thrown him well in?’
They replied, ¢ Yes, sir.” He looked into the river,
and the attendants, seeing the cloak of the dead
floating on the surface, threw stones to make it
sink.” Questioned as to why he had not informed
the governor of the occurrence, the charcoal dealer
replied, “ In my time I have probably seen a hundred

! Burkard : guidam Georgius Sclavus, qui ligna habebat in Tiberis
lsttore—prope Hospitale S. Hieronymi Sclavorum.
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corpses thrown into the river at night, and no one
has ever troubled about them.”!

Hundreds of fishermen immediately began angling
in the Tiber for the son of the Pope; a spectacle so
strange and exciting as to throw the whole of Rome
into agitation? The following day about noon the
duke was drawn ashore. He was completely dressed,
with boots and spurs, in velvet coat and mantle ; he

1 Respondit, suis dicbus se vidi. tum in diversis noctib. in
Slumen projici, per dictum locum, et nunguam aligua corum cura est
kabita. Burkard. The letter of Cardinal Ascanio to his brother,
Ludovico il Moro (Archives of Modena) agrees with this account.
Ilim. Princ. et Exme Com. Fr. et Pr. honor. Laltrikeri circale 2
kore de nocte ritornando I R. Carli de Valensa et Borgia et il Duca
de Candia da una vigna dove havevano cenato qguando furono a Piasa
Judea, el Duca se segrego dali altyi con uno staffero solo, al quale dixe
che andasse per alcune sue Arme et lo expectasse in guello loco da unde
lo Invio, El Duca poi sino a quest hora 14. none stato Trovato, Ne de
la persona sua se hano alcuns Indicii certi, la Mula sua ¢ stata Trovata
verso Casa del Carle. de Parma, et uno Barcarola affirma che laltra
nocte civca le 4 hore vide gettare uno nel fiums da alcuni armats, da
uno loco el guale & propinguo a S. Maria del Popolo. Si fano tutte
le delligentie per sapere la veritate de la quale havendosi motitia ne
daro subito aviso ala Exa Va a la quale se prima che hora non ko
scriplo @ preceduto perche N. Signore fece tenere tutto hers la cosa
secreta persuadendose che epso Duca polesse essere intrato, per causa
de femine in qualche loco.  Daunde no fusse poi potuto sscire, ma che
Ravesse ad uscire guesta nocte passata. Il che né succedendo La Beat.
sua Aa facto fare tutta la nocte grandissama investigatione in vano, Kt
sta con quella amaritudine et anxictate che la E. V. puo consyderare
alaguale me tacomando. Romae, 16 ]uny 1497. Fr. Filius et Ser.
Asc. M. Carlis Sf. Vicecomes S.R.E. Vicecan.

% Sanngzaro made the terrible epigram (n. §1):

Piscatorem Rominum ne le non, Sexte, putemus,

Piscaris natum resibus ecce tuums.
The same thought had already crossed the mind of the Mantuan
orator. Despatch of June 16: cussi &/ papa ¢ facto piscators del

Jighio.
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was pierced by nine wounds on head, body and
thighs, a fatal wound was in the neck. His hands
were tied together and a purse containing thirty
ducats was found upon him.! The body was taken
in a boat to S. Angelo, where the dead was clad in
the robes of a general of the Church and laid on a
bier2 The populace surged through the streets;
all shops were closed. Many scarcely concealed
their hatred and malicious joy; the Spaniards alone
paraded the city with drawn swords, with tears or
curses® Late in the evening the dead son of the
Pope was borne to S. Maria del Popolo. The
terrible funeral procession carrying two hundred
torches advanced along the Tiber past the spot
where the duke had been thrown into the river.
Prelates, chamberlains and servants of the palace,
amid loud lamentations, preceded the corpse. The
Romans gazed with horror on the face of the

1 Burkard’s statement is confirmed by the Venetian account,
Rome, June 17, in Malipiero. It is also found in Sanuto’s Diar., i.
471, signed Mar, Ver. Pomgp. And in the Diary a letter of June 16 :
Hugholinus Matheus to Nicol. Paviglinus da Utino. In the
Registro della Depositeria Capitolina (A.D. 1497 to 1502) is an order
of the Governor of Rome, commanding that a reward of 10 ducats
be paid to the fishermen: Jtem per uno manda de dys 21 de Jugno
ducato dieci conts a baltistino de taglia et compagni perche anno
retrovato lo ducka de candia, come appare per mandalp del gover-
natore, D. 10. (Fanfulla della Domenica, 1880, n. 12.)

% The narrator of June 17 (in Sanuto) says: Starndo io in ponte,
udii grandissimo pianto et cridor duna persona sopra gli Ritri; la
gual si tenne che fusse I Papa, il gual gli voleva gran bene.

$ Matarazzo, p. 72. Satires were made in Rome. The whole of
Italy se ne rideva ¢ gavaszava. The followers of Borgia on the
contrary wrote laments in verse. One is preserved in the Munich
Cod. of H. Schedel.



Gandia's
descend-
ants in
Spain.

420 ROME IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. [Bk xuL

murdered man, as, illumined by the fitful light of
torches, he lay as if asleep on an open bier. He
was buried in the family chapel of his mother
Vanozza in S. Maria del Popolo! Gandia, who
was scarcely twenty-four years of age, was the only
one of Alexander’s sons to found a family. He left
a son Don Juan, who with his mother Donna Maria
Enriquez had remained behind in Spain, and who
became the ancestor of a numerous and distinguished
line of Dukes of Gandia, of prelates and cardinals.
A curious accident decreed that a grandson of
the murdered man, Duke Francesco of Gandia,
should become the third general of the Jesuit order.
He died in 1572, and was canonised.?

The terrible fate of his son, the contempt of the
world, and other hideous thoughts combined to
render the Pope almost frantic. He shut himself up
in the palace. He was heard weeping in his room.
“I know his murderer,” he is reported to have
exclaimed. The cardinal of Segovia and other
courtiers begged admission at the door. At length
he opened it. He neither ate nor drank, nor did he
sleep from Thursday morning until Sunday.

On June 19 he summoned a consistory. All the
cardinals came except Ascanio. The foreign envoys
were also present. With breathless suspense they
listened to the Pope’s discourse. “Had I seven

! In the deed in the Archives of S. Sanctor., it is now called
Capella del corpo di Christo, now della Madonna. Masses which
Vanozza had ordered for her own soul and the souls of her children
were read there until the eighteenth century,

2 See the genealogical tree in the Boletin of the Historical Academy
at Madrid, 1886, p. 416 f.

—

—— - —
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papacies,” he said, “I would give them all for the The Popes
life of my son” He declared that he did not know Ty

who was the murderer; he repudiated the rumour
that cast suspicion on Pesaro, Squillace or Urbino.
Utterly unnerved, he said that he would no longer
think of the Papacy or of his life, but only of the re-
form of the Church. He appointed a commission of
six cardinals and elected it on the spot. When he
had finished his discourse, the Spanish envoy Don
Garcilaso de la Vega rose, apologised for Ascanio’s
absence, expressed condolences in his name, and
contradicted the report that the cardinal had been
guilty of the deed, or had made himself head of
the Orsini; he had only remained away in dread of
the excesses of the Spaniards, but would appear
immediately on the papal summons. Alexander
replied that he had never suspected Ascanio, whom
he regarded as a brother. The ambassadors one
after another expressed their sympathy, and the
Pope dissolved this strange consistory.!

The same 1gth of June Alexander informed the
powers of Italy as well as the foreign powers of
the misfortune that had befallen him, and of the
sacred resolve that he had formed on receiving this
sign from God?® They answered by letters of con-

1 Marino Sanuto, in Rawdon Brown, i. 74.

? The Pope’s own announcement : dum ipse Dux a cena rediret
Darum post initium noctis relictis ac dimissis in via familiarib. suis
—mescimus cuf. mw:lxgarzm et in quem wurbis loc. et quam ob caus
ac quib. sicariss interemptus in Tyberim projectus ubi tandem cujusd,
barce custodis inditio repertus est crudelissi) Inerib.
confossus et jugulatus. . . . Brief to the Doge of June rg. Similar
brief to Milan. (Sanuto, i. fol. 472.)

VOL. VIL 2E
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dolence. And, with perhaps greater sincerity than
the Pope, they perceived a warning from heaven in the
death of his son. Maximilian exhorted him to carry
out his good resolutions! The Pope determined
henceforward to sell no more benefices, but only to
bestow them on worthy candidates. The cardinals
were only to have one bishopric each, and were only
to draw 6000 florins income ; their court was not to
consist of more than eighty retainers® So crushed
did Alexander show himself that he even wrote
to the King of Spain of his abdication. But these
passing stings of conscience were powerless against
the evil circumstances, in which he was inextricably
entangled.® Scarcely had the commission issued
some laws for reform, when Alexander opposed it

1 Maximilian wrote : significavit mob. suis literis V. S. lugubrem
casum b. m. Joanis de borgia ducis Gandiac—qui sane ut nob.
acerbus molestusque fueral, sicut et phileberto oratori nro. Vest. Sts
coram ine nro. condolert que debite consolari jusseramus—
exhortamur, ul in sua constants fortitudine perseveret, suumg. divin,
propositum—fortificet. Ex, Vico nro. Imst. 24. Jullii 1497. Vene-
tian Archives, Roma, M. mista, B, xxiii, Several states and nobles
sent condolences. Also Cardinal Julian Rovere, Carpentras, July
10, 1497. He received the news when on the point of starting for
Ttaly. Ex Aoc tam acerbo, et miserabili casu tantum plame doloris
et molests ceps, quantum profecto cepissem, si ipse urbis pref. ger-
manus meus defunctus fuisset.  Bibl. Marciana, Cod. Lat. Class.
X., clxxv. This letter was perhaps the introduction to the diplomatic
approaches of the two enemies, The precious Codex contains 48
letters of the Cardinal from the year 1474 onwards.

3 Letter from Rome, of July 8, 1497, in Mar. Sanuto, i 468.

3 For the project of his abdication, see Zurita, His?, del Rey Donm
Hernando, lib. iii. c. 7.  Plan of reform: Raynald, A.D. 1497,
n. 4. Petr, Delphinus, v. Ep. 37, to Cardinal Piccolomini, July
3, 1497
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with the explanation that the papal liberty would
thereby be diminished.

Who was the mysterious assassin of the Pope’s Enquiry
son? The police caused every house that the Duke Gangia's ©
had frequented to be searched. His servants were murder.
put to the torture; suspicion fell on people of
high rank, such as the beautiful daughter of Count
Antonio Maria of Mirandola, whose palace stood
near the spot where the Duke was thrown into the
river.! But nothing was discovered. Some pointed
to Pesaro (who had fled) as having instigated the
murder from revenge as well as jealousy, believing
Gandia to have been guilty of criminal intercourse
with Lucrezia, his own sister? Others accused
Ascanio; the Duke had violently carried off
Ascanio’'s chamberlain and caused him to be
strangled in the Vatican, and the haughty cardinal
had revenged the outrage. A few days after the
murder, however, under bail of the ambassadors of
Spain and Naples, Ascanio went to the Pope, with
whom he remained in discourse for four hours,
Alexander well knew that he was innocent, never-
theless the cardinal held it wise to betake himself to
Grotta Ferrata in the beginning of July. Thence
he returned in August, because Lunate was dying,
and again he had an interview with the Pope. - From
motives of prudence he left Rome in September and
went to Loreto?

1 Account of the Florentine orator Alessandro Braccio, Rome,
June 17, 1497. Flor, Archives, Lettere ai X. di Balia Cl X., Dist.
n. 54.

2 Venet. letter in Malipiero.—Matararzo, p. 70.

3 For these rumours and Ascanio’s attitude, see Sanuto, Diar., i,
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The Pope must have discovered the terrible
secret ; otherwise is it probable that in the course of
two short weeks he would have dropped the enquiry
concerning the murderer of his son?! Or did he
wish to bury the terrible deed in darkness, since the
enquiry set afoot would have spread the most
terrible reports respecting the mysteries of the house
of Borgia? He was acquainted with the murderer,
and if he had not actual proof, he was at all events
morally convinced that this was his own son, the
brother of the victim. Our feeling of morality
revolts against the belief of that corrupt age, which
held that Lucrezia was the object of the criminal
passion and the jealousy of both her brothers, and
even of a third person; but the judgment of history
does not reject the opinion, that the splendid position
of his brother was an insupportable obstacle in the
way of Caesar’s ambition.2 He removed it to clear

fol. 495 ; and in agreement with it, Braccio to the Florentine Signory,
Rome, June 23, 1497. The Orsini were also accused, Sanuto,
P. 590.

1 Braccio, Rome, July 5 : EZ cki afferma el Papa havvere lo intero,
ma dissimulare per la cagione ko dicta per altra (I have not been
able to find the letter referred to in the Florentine Archives), ef
alcuni dicono el contrario, ma guomodocunque sit Sua Santild non fa
piwe cerchare, et Ii suot (ucti pemsano in una medesima sententia che
non sene sappia el vero: which is quite explicable.

% Rumours of incest (especially on Caesar’s part) are mentioned
by enemies, such as Sannazaro, not by personal adversaries like
Guicciardini,  Machiavelli hints at it, Zett, af X. di Balia,
0p. min., p. 94. Matarazzo speaks of it openly, as does M. At-
tilius Alexius in Baluze, Miscell., iv. §17. Petr. Martyr, Ep. x.
177, July 7, 1497, and the Venetian ambassador Capello (report
of September 28, 1500) hint at it; Priuli likewise speaks of
it.
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his own path. Soon enough he was held to be tke
murderer, though no one dared give vent to the
opinion! Burkard breathes not a word of fratri-
cide. He breaks off his diary, perhaps purposely, on
June 14.2 Not until three years later did the Venetian
ambassador openly express the opinion that Caesar
had murdered his brother, and the belief was avowed
by the chief historians and statesmen of Italy® The
death of Gandia delivered Caesar from a rival in the
Pope’s favour, and perhaps made it possible for him
to lay aside the clerical habit, which he had long
resolved to do. True, he must wear the spiritual
mask yet a year longer, regard for the suspicion of
the werld rendering this necessary. His father
already stood under the spell of his son’s terrible

1 Raf. Volaterr., Comment. Urbis, xxii. 680, cautiously says:
Caedis  auctorem gquamguam plerigue non ignorant, non lamen
nominare fas putant, and he continues: Post ¢jus mortem Caesar
card. spreto sacerdotio—cupidus dominands. . . . On the other hand
another ‘contemporary, Sigismondi Conti, Hist., xiv. 270, says:
compertum fuit Valentinum eius res auclorem fuisse.

3 In the Chigi MS. (L. i. 15) the gap extends from June 14 to
August 7, and to the obsequies of Cardinal Lunate.

3 Ammaszo anche 1l fratello ¢ scannato lo f¢ battare nel Tevere:
Polo Capello (Albéri, Ser. ii., iii. x1). Capello was not in Rome in
1497, the envoy at that time b:ing Nic. Michiel, whose account is
not forthcoming. Capello first came in 1499, and remained until
September 15, 1500. Petr. Martyr, Ep. L x. 99, April 9, 1497,
writing from Burgos, expresses his conviction of the fratricide ; the
date of this letter prior to that of the event and other grounds are
the reasons for Ranke’s opinion, that Petr. Martyr retouched these
letters afterwards. Panvinius believed that the Pope was accessory
to the crime!! He derives the idea from Jovius, Elog., iv. 202;
conntvente prorsus ad immane parricdii scelus patre Pontifice, qui et
ipse vim sibi afferri ab efferato filio procul dubio metuebat. These are
the Thyestean horrors of which Cardinal Egidius speaks.
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strength of will, and even trembled before it. No
witness beheld their first meeting after the deed.
It is certain however that Caesar remained five
weeks in Rome before starting on his journey to
Naples.!
He left, accompanied by Burkard, on July 22.2
On August 1 he was at Capua, where he was
gg:s?x received with the highest honours by the royal
legate for court. He fell ill here, when Don Jofré and his wife
the corona- Jeft Rome (on August 8) to join him. On August
Naples. 10 the last king of the house of Aragon received the
fatal crown from the hands of Caesar Borgia, this
terrible man probably meditating at the moment
the means whereby he might snatch the diadem,
which, as legate, he now placed on the monarch’s
head. )
He returned on September 4, 1497. The cardinals
greeted their now all-powerful colleague at S. Maria
Nuova and escorted him to the Vatican. The Pope
received him in consistory and kissed him; but
father and son did not exchange a word® The
father however loved his son; he already con-
templated transforming him into a secular prince;
it was alrcady rumoured that Caesar was to marry

! The feeble arguments with which Roscoe exonerates Caesar do
honour to the feelings of this mediocre author, but only provoke
the smiles of those who are able to judge.

2 [ establish this date from Braccio’s despatch ; Rome, July 22:
Valensa parti questa matlina avanti giorno al camino suo (Archiv.
Flor., ut supra) ; and from M. Sanuto, i. 498, who adds : con cavalli
300.
3 Et bene non dixit verbum Papas Valentinus, nec Papa sibi, sed
o deoscula’o, descendit de solio. Burkard—Chigi.
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either the widow of King Ferdinand, or his sister-
in-law Sancia, the young wife of Don Jofré, who
was then to take his place as cardinall

Gandia’s murder had been a terrible shock to
the Pope, but since the dead could not be brought
back, the father, with the greatest charity, forgave
the crime of his son Caesar? So blunted was his
conscience, that he formally consigned to Caesar’s
keeping the valuable furniture and jewels of his
dead son in trust for Juan, Gandia’s heir? The
reproachful spirit of the murdered man may well
have been heard in the Vatican; but it was soon
reduced to silence* The people believed in the
spectre. It was said that the Pope was surrounded
by infernal powers. “Great signs,” wrote Malipiero,
“took place in Alexander’s time; his anteroom
was struck by lightning; there was an inundation
of the Tiber; his son was murdered, and now has
S. Angelo flown into the air.” On October 29, 1497,
the powder magazine was struck by lightning ; the
explosion destroyed the upper part of the fortress,

1 Sanuto, i. §56, §59 : &f st sntellexi za molti mexi questo Card.
Valenza usava con la cognata. Alexander imparted his latest plan
to Charles VIIIL in October 1497, Zurita, Hist, del Rey H., iii.
c. 7.

2 The words of Jovius, P#fa Consalvi, p. 213.

3 To the value of 30,000 ducats, for which sum Caesar acknow-
ledged himself debtor. In December 1499 Donna Maria Enriquez
of Valencia claimed 5000 ducats for her son, and this was paid by
Caesar. Deed of December 19, 1499, executed in the Vatican
(Registr. Beneimbene).

¢ In February 1498 it was said that the ghost’s shrieks were
beard there, and the Pope in consequence withdrew to S. Angelo.
Sanuto, i. 623.
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shattered the marble angel, and sent stones flying
far into the Borgo.!

The logic of crime continued its operations. The
time had come when Caesar Borgia was to step
into the foreground, to tower over his own father,
and to force Alexander to acknowledge that he, his
son, was master.

2. DEMORALISATION OF THE PAPACY — FERRARI —
FLORIDO — SAVONAROLA — DEATH OF CHARLES
VIIIL., AprriL 1498—LEwis XIL.—WaAR AND PEACE
BETWEEN COLONNA AND ORSINI—THE POPE FORMS
AN ALLIANCE WITH LEwis XII.—Lucrezia Borcia
MARRIED TO DON ALFONSO OF BISEGLIA—CAESAR
GOES TO FRANCE AND BECOMES DUKE OF VALENCE—
MARRIES JOANNA D’ALBRET—WARLIKE EXPEDITION
oF LeEwis XII.—HE CONQUERS MILAN—LUCREZIA,
REGENT OF SPOLETO—THE POPE RUINS THE GAETANI
—CAESAR IN THE ROMAGNA—FALL OF IMOLA, 1499.]

The political horizon of Italy was at this time
so dark that disaster seemed to hover in the air.
Every power except Venice still reeled under the
shocks received in 1494 and 1495. The Papacy,
drawn into the current of the time, had reached
the most critical point of her secular transformation.
Before Alexander VI. a few popes had still en-
deavoured either to hold the Church firm to her

1 Burkard. Malipiero, p. 497.—Observe, that the Cardinal
Sclafenati of Parma died in 1497 ; his benefices, which yielded
12,000 ducats a year, were given to Caesar by the Pope. Sanuto,
i. 590,
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national idea, or to preserve her cosmopolitan
position; both these aims however had been
entirely abandoned. The theocratic principle had
been exchanged for a tyranny. The prince who
then sat on the marble throne of the Vatican only
differed from the other dynastic princes of Italy in
his title and dress; he had not forgotten, however,
that he was in possession of the spiritual authority
and could use it for his worldly aims. This twofold
nature, the most curious product of Europe, which
arose in the alliance of the practical history of
Rome and the mysticism of the Christian religion,
made the Pope-King still formidable to all the powers
and rendered his ecclesiastical state indestructible.
At no period of Rome’s deepest darkness, such as
had been denounced by satirists or saints from Pier
Damiani to Clemange, had her corruption equalled
that of the time of the Borgias, when the light of
Humanism only made the shadows of the Vatican
appear the darker. Here, under the ruins of the Demoral-
ancient church and also of the ancient communal of the
freedom of Rome, sat father and son in their F2Pe<y:
sumptuous chambers, absolute rulers, surrounded by
complaisant servants, deeming themselves justified,
like Tiberius in former days, in despising their time,
the corrupt people and the Senate which obeyed
them. Within this senate some of the better men,
such as Piccolomini and Caraffa, bewailed the state
of things; the majority however were creatures of
the Borgia, and, like them, corrupt. The Jesuit
Mariana afterwards spoke of Alexander VI. not as
Pope, but only as president of ecclesiastical cere-
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monies, and indeed the public religion as represented
in Rome was nothing more than a conventional
service of forms. Such was it also generally speak-
ing throughout Italy. To uphold its outward rules
was deemed a matter of prudence by princes and
republics, for religion and its mysteries could be
used as a political instrument. And only in this
sense does Machiavelli counsel rulers to make use
of it, and even to encourage superstition as the
ancient Romans had done.!

Thirst for power and pleasure were the motives
of an age in which the doctrines of Epicurus had
vanquished Christianity. Almost every prominent
man of this period seems abandoned to sensuality,
and Alexander VI. found Rome a sink of immorality.?
In this vicious society the only aim was to make
use of men and things as instruments of selfishness.
And egotism is the leading characteristic of the
men of the Renascence, when the conscience of
the individual, like the moral conception of law in
the State, was destroyed. When a powerful will
appeared, its action was deadly. The age tolerated
and committed atrocities as were they in the course
of nature. Men of the present day can scarcely
comprehend conditions such as these. The Borgias
represented the renascence of crime, such as had
been witnessed in the days of Tiberius and other
emperors. They possessed the most audacious

1 See the memorable passage : Discorsi, i. c. 12.

% Infessura says that in the time of Innocent VIIIL. the Papal
vicar forbade concubines to both clergy and laity ; the Pope revoked
the prohibition. Eccard’s edition, ii. 1996.



Cu.v.] DEMORALISATION OF THE CURIA. 431

courage in this respect, but crime itself in their
hands became a work of art. This is the reason
why Machiavelli, the political naturalist of the age,
has admired a Caesar Borgia. Gold was the idol
before which all bowed. By means of gold Alex-
ander ascended the throne, with gold he maintained
it, and with gold he acquired territories for Caesar.
He only followed the example of his predecessors
when he offered for sale every office, every favour,
justice and injustice. He merely did it on a larger
scale. Since Lopez had become a cardinal, Alex-
ander’s right hand was the new datary Giambattista
Ferrari from Modena, the Cerberus of the Curia,
as he has been called. The Romans, all in their
sphere alike avaricious, patiently tolerated the
iniquity in the Vatican, lived on the overflow of
money at the Curia, and contented themselves with
satires as in the days of Juvenal. As long as their
forefathers in the Middle Ages held their parliament
on the Capitol the voice of Pasquino remained
silent; now when there were no longer any men
among the Romans he resumed his witty speeches,
and henceforward was allowed to write satires—the
weapons of the weak.

A cry was raised in every country over the state
of affairs in Rome. German princes who, like Albert
of Saxony and Erich of Brunswick, came to the
Sacred city shuddered at the things they heard and
saw. In France Charles VIII. regretted that he had
not brought Alexander before a Council. Portugal
and Spain admonished the Pope; every crime went
unpunished at the Curia ; all sacred things were for
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sale ; Rome was a sink of shameless vice; iniquity
had reached its zenith. The reformation of the
Church and a council were demanded! The highest
officials of the Curia committed forgeries. Even the
private secretary Florido, who was also Archbishop
of Cosenza, was accused of having forged dispensa-
tions which enraged the King of Spain. The fall
of this favourite reminds us of the fall of Sejanus.
Florido, imprisoned in September 1497, denied his
guilt, but was induced to confess; the Pope made
use of his admissions, and he was finally thrown into
the dungeon of S. Angelo, called San Marocco.
This was a dark hole in the inner vault of Hadrian,
where unfortunate prisoners were thrust through a
trap-door into a well. Here Florido was confined ;
he was given nothing but bread and water, a flask of
oil and a lamp, a breviary and the Scriptures. He
died on July 23, 14982

Savonarola gave eloquent expression to the indig-
nation of Italy. The sacred scorn with which he
denounced the Papacy of a Borgia, the corruption of
the Church and of the Italian nation assure him a
place among the martyrs to the ideal. This bold
orator of the people was the conscience of Italy, and
her prophet, in the sense of the prophets who had
preached to the erring people of Israel. He beheld

! See what Raynald, drawing from Osorius, says, A.D. 1498,
n. 20.

3 Burkard — Chigi calls the place Sammaracho. Cellini, Piza,
ii. c. 2, speaks of the dungeon as trabocchetio del Sammalo. Docu-
ments show that it was called San Marocco from a chapel or picture of
a saint. —Florido was succeeded by Ortega, and afterwards by Adriano
of Corneto.
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the guilt of the time and drew from it its logical de-
ductions. He rightly prophesied the expedition of
Charles VIIIL., and many other events, as Comines
has noted with astonishment. He did not deceive
himself as regards the effect on Italy of Charles’s ex-
pedition, but in the expectation that the French King
would reform the Church by means of a council.
After the banishment of the Medici, Savonarola was
head of the Florentine republic, where he began to
assume the position of lawgiver. Magnetic currents
emanated from his mind and thrilled through Florence,
the city of the Pagan philosophers, of men of pleasure,
of revellers in art, of money changers and merchants,
of political schemers and keenest critics. Savonarola
was the Cola di Rienzo of Florence, but endowed
with the fanatical traits of Dominic ; a man who still
belonged to the Middle Ages, and who remained
wrapped in the monk’s habit which he never dis-
carded. The power of the Church in Latin countries,
the way it is interwoven with society and state, the
enormous number of priests, the necessity of the
Italian mind to embody a moral idea in a political
form, and also the incapacity of long abiding in the
province of pure reason—all these influences have
combined to produce men such as Arnold of Brescia,
John of Vicenza, and Savonarola, that is to say monks
and politicians in one. From the type of character
thus produced, it followed that its most important
task—ecclesiastical reform—always foundered in re-
volutions of the State and its parties.

Savonarola’s theatrical ravings, directed not against
the effigies of the saints, as in Byzantine times, but

Savona-
rola
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against the “Vanities” of luxury, did nothing to
improve public morals. His Lenten sermons only
produced the transient effects that the Flagellant
preachers had produced in old days; his invectives
against the Sodom of Rome were admitted to be true,
but they did not awaken any serious moral struggle
between the liberty of conscience and the absolute
power of the Papacy. Nothing could seem more
justifiable than the expectation that the voice of
Daniel crying “ Woe ” should rouse the Italian people
to an effective reform of the Church, and even to the
rejection of Alexander VI. But the preacher in the
wilderness only encountered indifference to every
higher religious idea. The feeling for Christianity
and Church was for the most part dead in the Italians.
It had either perished in outward ceremonial or else
the necessity for reform had been diverted into the
channels of classic culture. To the Italians the
Papacy was invariably not a religious, but a political
question. Savonarola desired to be the regenerator
of the religion or of the morality of the people, in
order thereby to make them capable of freedom, but
the Florentines only asked that he should become
the founder of their republic! Machiavelli admitted
that the political theories of the monk of S. Marco
were excellent; he was silent however concerning the
value of Savonarola’s ideas on ecclesiastical reform.

1 Villari, Storia di Savonarola, i. c. 4. The latest and best bio-
grapher of this prophet of the Renascence is assuredly wrong when
he accuses the Medici of having produced religious indifference.
This indifference was a product of the entire age and a national
characteristic of Italy.
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Like all Italians, Machiavelli looked with indifference
on ideas of the kind. In truth Savonarola’s treatise
on the government of Florence appears more worthy
of regard than his incoherent programme concerning
the reform of the Church, a subject on which he was
never lucid.!

Savonarola believed sufficiently in the awakening
of Alexander’s conscience after the murder of his
son, to write exhorting the “ Holy Father” to under-
take the reform of the Church. It is only with
feelings of astonishment that we read his letter
to the Pope. The gloomy figure of the prophet,
wrapt in the fire of lofty enthusiasm, inspired Alex-
ander less with fear than with aversion. The monk
was forced at length to discontinue his sermons
against the vices of the Roman Curia. Incited by
the Minorites, the doctrinal enemies of the dema-
gogue, also by the banished Medici (Piero lived
in exile in Rome), Alexander demanded from the
Florentine signory the surrender of the monk,
whom he forbade to preach. In his contest with
this, the boldest, but the weakest, of his enemies,
who finally appealed to a council and exhorted the
princes of Europe to take measures for the reform
of the Church, Alexander was aided by the dis-
orders in the Florentine republic, where Savonarola’s
enemies, the Arrabbiati, had gained the upper hand.
The unsuccessful result of a spectacle of mediaeval
superstition—an ordeal by fire—to which the ex-
communicated prophet condescended, destroyed his

1 Trattato di Frate Jer. Savonarola circa il Reggimento ¢ Governo
della cittd di Fiorense, Pisa, 1817.
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aureole. The disillusioned people attacked his
convent, and Savonarola, like Arnold of Brescia,
ended his days like a common heretic at the stake
on May 23, 1498. He fell because his visionary
ecstasy, unaccompanied by deeds, and his idle
prophecies wearied the people and were disastrous
to the republic! Alexander now felt more secure
on the chair of Peter. The only moral protest
made by Italy against him was quenched in flames ;
his authority was recognised by the Florentine re-
public, his papal prestige was restored in the sight
of the world by the sentence pronounced by the
signory. His conduct henceforward was utterly
without fear or shame,

Luther, at this time a poor chorister, can scarcely
have been moved by the impression of the tragedy
in Florence. Twenty-five years later, however, he
published the exposition of Psalm I, which the
prophet of S. Marco had written in prison shortly
before his death, and took the opportunity to
honour the memory of the noble martyr? But if
the German Reformation may honour Savonarola
as its predecessor in the sphere of morals, we must
admit that he scarcely furnished a single weapon
which it could adopt, such as the arms forged from
the steel of learned criticism by the earlier reformers,
Marsilius or Occam, Wycliffe or Huss. Visionaries,
even the noblest and most lofty-minded, have never

1 Machiavelli calls Florence stanca ed infastidita (Lett, ai X.,
p- 99); he treats Savonarola with some irony in the Decennali, i
436.
2 Preface to Savonarola’s exposition of Psalm li.
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been able to break the fetters of mankind. Even in
Italy, Savonarola’s moral efforts for reform perished
on his funeral pyre. Of this unfortunate first re-
former of Renascence times, nothing remains but
the historic and literary profile of a saint. This
profile, however, stands out in bright relief against
the dark background of Alexander’s papacy, as do
the sufferings and sins of Italy at a time when
Savonarola was the most independent - minded
patriot, the most gifted thinker and the only
moral representative of his nation. And only
through Savonarola can Italy vindicate herself in
this terrible period of degradation. Scarcely twelve
years had passed after the execution of the
Florentine reformer, when, in the picture of the
“ Disputa” in the Vatican, Raffaelle ventured to
place him among the saints of the Church.
Shortly before his death Savonarola had exhorted
Charles VIII. to convoke a council, and yet a year
earlier the King had asked the advice of the
Sorbonne, which decided in its favour. The threat
hovered over Alexander’s head. Political circum-
stances, however, allowed him to hope that this
council might be deferred; he was even contem-
plating a close alliance with the King, when Charles
suddenly died at Amboise on April 7, 1498. His Deathof
death entailed grave consequences. For scarcely \Cy‘fn
had his cousin Orleans, the weak but ambitious A‘;’.‘f [
Lewis XII, taken the crown, when, assuming the
titles of Duke of Milan and King of Sicily and
Jerusalem, he gave it to be understood that he
intended to continue the enterprise of his pre-
VOL. VIL 2F
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decessors. Alexander hastened to congratulate him.
With reserved attitude he told the King that which
Lewis himself desired; that no campaign was
to be undertaken in Italy, but instead the war
against the Turks; that the claims on Milan and
Naples were impracticable and only led to the
common ruin; that the republic of Florence was
to be preserved in her liberties; that Pisa was to be
restored to her; that the Orsini and Colonna were
to be forbidden to enter the French service without
permission of the Church; that the King was not
to take the banished Prefect of the city under his
protection.!

Precisely at this time Rome was distracted by a
ferocious war that raged between the Colonna and
Orsini. The good fortune of the Colonna, who
drove the Orsini from the Abruzzi, irritated their
hereditary enemies; for on July 6, 1497, Federigo
had conferred on Fabrizio Colonna the investiture
of Tagliacozzo and Alba, which had been previously
confiscated on account of the revolt of Virginius.
The Orsini formed an alliance with the Conti,
advanced with an army against the Colonna, but
suffered a crushing defeat at Palombara on April

, 12, 1498. Carlo Orsini was taken prisoner, Bar-

tolommeo Alviano, the cardinal, his brother Julius,
and John Jordan escaped with difficulty. Both sides

1 Alex. VI, Instructiom. datae ven. Joanni Archiep. Ragusino ac
dilect. filiis Adriano Castellen. Protonot. ac A. C. Clerico et Secretario
nro, domest. et Raimundo Centellen. Prot. et Thesaur. Perusino nris
et Ap. Sed. ad Ludov. Franc, Regem. Christ, Nuntiss &8 Oratorid,
Mscr. Barberini, xxiii. 170,
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now recognised that their wars only redounded to
the advantage of the Pope ; they concluded peace
at Tivoli in June; the families intermarried, and
they left to King Federigo the decision concerning
Tagliacozzo! All the enemies of the Borgia Colonna
rejoiced at the reconciliation of the two hostile 224 Orsini
houses, while the Pope was filled with suspicion. peace.
One day he found affixed to the doors of the
Vatican library verses which exhorted the Colonna
and Orsini to turn their now united forces against
the “ Bull ” who laid waste Ausonia, and throw him
and his “bull-calves” into the avenging waves of
the Tiber? Alexander was terrified; he brought
800 infantry to the Borgo ; but to their misfortune
the now reconciled hereditary enemies paid no heed
to the sagacious warnings.

People were already aware of the fresh plans
which the Pope had framed for the advancement
of his children, and of the disastrous negotiations
which he had entered into with France. The league
between himself, Venice and Milan, the Emperor
and Spain still legally endured, but reasons were
discovered which made it possible for the new King
of France to dissolve the alliance, and above all to
detach the Pope from it. Lewis XII. wished to

1 He awarded these counties and Carsoli to the Colonna on Feb-
ruary 3, 1499. Coppi, Mem. Colonn., p. 236.
? Malipiero, p. 508, and with variants, Sanuto, i., p. ii. 97. The
verses end :
A os fines vastantem caedite taurum,
Cornua monstrifero vellite torva bovi.
Merge, Tyber, vitulos animosus ultor in undas,
Bos cadat inferno victima magna Jovt.
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repudiate his wife, Joanna of Valois, the deformed
daughter of Lewis XI., and to marry Anne, widow
of Charles VIII, with whom, as she was heiress of
Brittany, he was the more passionately in love. A
dispensation of the Church was necessary, and
negotiations for the purpose were being carried
on with Rome. Alexander eagerly seized the
opportunity. The thought of setting Italy in flames
by a second invasion caused him no dismay, for the
ruin of the country, to which he himself did not
belong, would aggrandise his children, while the
friendship of Lewis XII. would protect him against
schism, the council and every enemy. And to the
alliance with France alone did the Borgia hence-
forward owe their unprecedented strength.

The King obtained his demand after he had
conceded that which was required of him. The
details were to be discussed with Caesar in France.
For the time had now arrived when this Cardinal
was to become a French, and then an Italian, prince.
Great changes had taken place in the Pope’s family.
In the first place Lucrezia was again married.

Her childless union with Pesaro had already been
dissolved in September 1497 by the Pope, and she
herself sent to the convent of S. Sisto. Her injured
husband continued to dwell in his signory of Pesaro,
which he only retained because protected by the
Venetians! Alexander now followed the advice of

1 The Pope caused Giovanni to be declared impotent. According
to Matarazzo it was even certified that Lucrezia was still a virgin :
etiam advenga ad dio che fusse stala ¢ fusse allor la maggpior puttana
che fusse in Roma. The whole of Italy laughed. Giovanni,
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Prospero Colonna, in marrying Lucrezia to Don
Alfonso of Bisceglie, the bastard son of Alfonso II. Lucrezia
The prince (aged seventeen) came to Rome in July, becoB'"gm‘ae,
{ 2 the wife of

an'd the marriage of the Pope’s .daughter to' her the wife of
third husband was celebrated in the Vatican. Aragon,
Lucrezia conceived a genuine attachment to him %7 ™%
from the first! It was solely from fear that
Frederick had consented to this marriage, but he
steadfastly refused Caesar’s request to bestow upon
him the hand of his daughter Carlotta with Taranto
as dowry, for which motive alone the Pope had con-
cluded the Neapolitan alliance for his daughter?
The princess Carlotta had been brought up at the
court of France, and the Pope besought King Lewis
to use his intercession. Frederick, to whom the
friendship of the Borgia appeared even more danger-
ous than their enmity, refused to hear of the match,
and the young princess shrank with equal horror
from marrying a “ priest and the son of a priest.” 3
impelled by fear, even admitted that the marriage had never been
consummated, and Lucrezia swore to the statement. Several letters
from Giovanni to Ludovico of Milan, conceming the dissolution of
his marriage, are preserved in the State Archives at Milan.

Y Lucretia se contenta molto bene de Don Alphonso: el qual per
patto ha a star qui un anno per fermo, ne lei, vivendo el Papa, ¢
obligata andar nel reame. Joh. Lucidus, st supra.

2 E¢ cum questa speransa Aa fatto ¢l parentado del Dow Alphonso
cum Donna Lucretia. See the above despatch of Joh. Lucidus,

3 Laffanno snsupportabile avuto per moi in disturbare lo matri-
monio che lo Papa volle fare ¢ sollecitava con grandissima instansa si
JSacesse tra la figliuola legittima nra ¢ lo Cardin. di Valensa, cosa
disconveniente—e contraria d'ogni ragione a voi é ben nofo: thus the
King to Gonsalvo, July 24, 1498. This letter is full of hatred against
the Pope, whose intention ses malignare in lo regno : Canestrini in
the Archiv. Stor., xv. 235.
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Meanwhile on August 13, 1498, Cardinal Caesar
explained before the consistory that he had always
been inclined for a secular career, and that solely
at the Pope’s desire had he become a priest.
These were perhaps the only true words that he
ever spoke. The cardinals unanimously gave him
permission to renounce the red hat, especially as he
was simply a deacon, not a presbyter. Garcilasso,

the dignity the Spanish envoy, alone protested against the trans-
of Cardi
Aug. 1498, formation of a cardinal into a French Prince and

consequently into an instrument of France, and
demanded a reformation of the Curia, a demand
that threw the Pope into a transport of rage. He
had no hesitation in explaining that his son’s
renunciation of holy orders, a step that had been
prompted by the most profane motives, was due
to anxiety for his spiritual welfare! With the
cardinal’s hat, Caesar renounced a revenue of 35,000
gold florins, which his benefices had brought him.
The same day the chamberlain Serenon arrived
who was to escort him to France. The outfit for
the future Duke of Valentinois had been in course
of preparation since the beginning of 1498. An
incredible quantity of gold and silken stuffs had
been procured from foreign manufactories. The
sale of offices in the Curia and the seizure of the
1 Letter of Alexander VI., September 3, 1498, to Archbishop
Ximenes, begging for his support in the case (Venetian Archives,
Minute, busta 26). Rationibus pgro Salute anime sue eum pro-
tib. ad transeundum ad secularia vota. As he had already
explained to the ambassador Garcilasso, he wished to bestow

Caesar’s benefices on persons agreeable to Spain. He recommends
Gandia’s youthful heir to the Archbishop.
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possessions of deceased prelates, or of those whose
property had been confiscated, increased the revenues
required by the Pope’s son. In April Peter de
Aranda Bishop of Calagora, the aged Master of the
papal household, suspected of being a Marane, was
thrown into S. Angelo. In July 300 other so-called
Marani obtained absolution as penitents, naturally
for money, and were led through the Minerva, clad
in yellow vestments and carrying tapers.!

On October 1, 1498, Caesar set forth with royal Caesar
splendour by sea to France? The ex-cardinal rode goesto
a splendid horse, wore a beretta with black plumes, oznﬁgs
a costume of white damask with gold trimmings,
and above it a mantle of black velvet, according to
the French fashion. The Pope watched him from the
window. Caesar was accompanied by four cardinals;
but instead of passing through Rome the procession
made its way by Trastevere®? Hundreds of mules
carried his treasure, the spoils collected from the
State of the Church and Christendom, 200,000 ducats
in gold or ornaments alone. His magnificent horses
were shod with silver. Several young Romans,
companions of his pleasures and flatterers of his

Y Questa era la punition publica, la secrela sara Ii danari chome
havia fato di lo Ep. di chalagora — — perche era ricko per tuorli Is
danari, Reports of the embassy in Sanuto, i., p. ii. fol. 44, August
1498, and Burkard. Ten thousand ducats were found in Aranda’s
house, and equal sums in the banks,

2 Alexander recommended him to the King, zidel. dil. filium
ducem Valentinensem, quo nikil carius habemus ; letter of September
28, 1498 ; Molini, Docum. Stor., i. 28.

3 Lo papa era ale fenestre : quatro cardinali lo accompagnarono
sino alla gorta ultima del bancho: Joh. Lucidus Cataneus to the
Marquis of Mantua, Rome, October 1, 1498 ; Gonzaga Archives,
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power, joined his train; he was even accompanied
by an Orsini, John Jordan. His entry to Avignon
and to Chinon on December 19 was that of a
sovereign. He was received by Lewis XII. with
outward honour, but with secret contempt.!
According to treaty Caesar brought with him the
red hat for George of Amboise Archbishop of
Rouen, and the bull of divorce for the King, which,
according to his pleasure, he was to withhold or to
sell for the highest price he could -obtain. At the
French court he met Cardinal Julian Rovere, his
4 father’s bitterest enemy. But the mediation of the

Borgia.  King and the changed conditions forced the enemies

to make terms, Julian, still living in exile in France,
had lost hope of continuing the contest with the
powerful Pope; he now supported the ambitious
plans of the Borgia and again aided the French
conqueror to subjugate his native country, for self-
seeking was the sole main-spring of the actions of
men at this period. Julian, now the executor of the
Borgia’s will, placed the cardinal's hat on the
Archbishop in Tours.?

1 Concerning his entry into Chinon and the derision of the
French courtiers; Brantbme, Hommes illustres, ii. 223. He calls
Caesar’s pomp vaing gloire et la bombance sotte de ce Duc de Valen-
tinois,

2 Already in August 1498 the Pope had restored Ostia to Cardinal
Julian (Sanuto). Julian had sent the Cardinal of Lisbon to him and
requested that he might return to Rome. Alexander feigned joy :
Dil. fil. n. Valentin. expectat in dies regias naves—in galliam ad
Maj. suam profecturus—non ignoramus, quo affectu—res suas apud—
regem fraternitas tua—dirigere curaverit : he urgently recommends
Caesar to him. Rome, September 1, 1498. Venetian Archives,
Letter., Min., busta 26, On September 11 Julian answered: he

-
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To Lewis it was necessary above all things to gain
the adhesion of the Pope, and this he did at the
stipulated price,—Caesar’s elevation. The former
Cardinal of Valencia was created Duke of Valence Caesar
with an adequate revenue, and thus with more E.?:g,‘:u
meaning retained the title Valentinus. According Duke of
to treaty the King was pledged to gain for him the
hand of the princess Carlotta, by which Alexander
hoped to pave the way for Caesar to a throne.
Cardinal Julian had favoured the match, but had
written to the Pope that it was frustrated by the
refusal of the young princess. He assured Alex-
ander, that not only he, but the King of France,
would leave nothing undone to overcome this
reluctance ; were they unsuccessful, the King offered
Caesar the hand of his niece, the daughter of the
Count of Foix, or that of the sister of the King
of Navarre. In flattery of the Pope, the Cardinal
extolled Caesar’s distinguished abilities in the same
letter. “This,” he said, “I will not conceal from
your Holiness, that the illustrious Duke of Valence
is endowed with such modesty, prudence and adroit-
ness, and such gifts of body and mind, that he has

would hasten to Avignon wf sbid. ips. D. Valentin. excipiam leto
vultu, et quam honorificentissime fieri poterit prosequar. He begs
to be allowed to defer his return to Rome until April. The letter is
full of expressions of devotion, Chersi die X1, Sept. 1498. Bibl.
Marciana Cl. X., Cod. 175. These minutes, with other letters in
the Marciana, belong to the Chancery of Livio Podocataro, Arch-
bishop of Cyprus, after whose death (in 1556) they were appropriated
by the Council of the Ten. The director of the State Archives in
Venice, Tommaso Gar, gave me the most liberal information as to
their contents. See concerning the circumstances of Cardinal Julian
at this time : Moritz Brosch, Zagst Julius, ii. p. 78.
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won all men to his side, stands in the highest favour
with the King and the entire court, and is held in
esteem by all. And I have the greatest pleasure in
bearing witness to this.”! The Pope meanwhile in
a letter to the cardinal complained of the treachery
of the King, since it was universally known that his
son had gone to France solely on account of this
marriage? Lewis now offered Caesar the hand of a
less scrupulous princess, a member of the French

He marries royal house, namely Charlotte d’Albret, a sister of

b Jean d’Albret, who was husband of Catherine of

May 1499. Navarre and thereby King of that country. The
Pope was satisfied with the alliance. Here again
Cardinal Julian was the most zealous promoter of
the union.? The son of Vanozza was thus admitted
into the royal house of France, and on May 22, 1499,
the Pope was able to inform the Cardinals that

1 The Cardinal wrote : Filia etenim illa Regis F., vel suo ipsius
ductu, vel, ut verius est, suasione alior., constantissime — recusat.,
Her counsellor, De Clario, had consequently been banished from the
Court. Quantum autem ego, P. S., in Kac re—insudaverim, mallo
ea ex alior. lileris cognoscat.—Hoc unum non tacebo Sansct, V., ipsum
JUl. Ducem Valent. modestia, prudentia, dexteritate et omni anims
atque corporis virtule ita esse preditum el institutum, ut omnii
animos unice sibi devinxerst. . . . Ex civit. Nanatensi die 18. Jan.
1499. Cod. Bibk S. Marci Venet., n. 175, Class. X., Ep. 44.
Original. The history of Julius II. before his elevation to the
Papacy requires careful revision.

? Alexander VI. to Cardinal Julian, February 4, 1499. Venetian
Archives, ut supra,  Comsiderct fraternit, tua quae sit de mobis et
Rege fabula a detractoribus et malevolis, quib.—concordia nra est
molestissima,

3 Alexander VI. to Lewis XII., March 28, 1499. After the
celebration of the marriage, Alexander, on June 1, loaded Cardinal
Rovere with extravagant thanks, Venetian Archives, uf supra,
busta 25, 26,
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Caesar’s marriage with the Princess d’Albret was an
accomplished fact. Rome was illuminated in token
of rejoicing.

And now began Caesar’s career as prince, the
most terrible drama in the annals of the secular
Papacy to which it belongs. The Duke of Valence
contemplated welding his Italian provinces into one,
Lewis XII. having promised to lend him arms for
the conquest of the Romagna, as soon as he himself
obtained possession of Milan. Under these condi-
tions Alexander, heedless of the protests of Spain,
joined the league which the King had formed with
Venice on April 15, 1499. Venice had become
hostile to Ludovico Sforza. She supported Pisa
against Florence, and her conduct drove Sforza to
the side of the Florentines. The signory of Venice,
eager to acquire the duchy of Milan, carried on
negotiations with France for the ruin of the neigh-
bouring state, and received the prospect of Cremona
as reward for her alliance. It is only with horror
that we can survey the dishonourable policy of the
Italian princes, who constantly summoned foreign
rulers into their country and then left it to poets
to bewail the misfortunes of beautiful Italy. These
laments have long deceived the judgment of the
world, but they do so no more; for since Gothic
times the much-wooed Helen has constantly sold
herself to the highest bidder.

Lewis prepared both by land and sea to assert his
rights to Milan and Naples. Naples he claimed as
heir of the Angevin, Milan as grandson of Valentina
Visconti. In this age of dynastic rights such

League
between
France,
Venice,
and the

Pope.
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claims were sufficiently formidable, more especially
to a usurper., Sforza trembled in Milan. On July
24 Cardinal Ascanio, who had been brought from
Nettuno to Porta Ercole by Neapolitan galleys,
fled to him and was soon followed by Sanseverino.
Nowhere did he find allies. For Lewis XII. had
secured by treaty the neutrality of Spain and
England, and it was impossible that Maximilian
could be ready to appear again in Italy. Florence
was occupied with Pisa, and Frederick of Naples
prudently sought his own safety. .

The catastrophe developed by rapid strides.
When in 1499 the French under Trivulzio, Aubigny
and Ligny from the West, and the Venetians from
the East, advanced against the duchy of Milan, its
cities fell one after another by cowardice or treachery.
As early as September 2 the helpless tyrant escaped
to Tyrol, to appeal for aid to Maximilian. His
general however sold the fortress of Milan, which
was excellently equipped, to the enemy. Lewis
XII. now came from Lyons ; amid popular rejoicings
he entered Milan as duke on October 6, 1499. He
was accompanied in his triumphal progress by the
vassals of his favour, the princes of Savoy, Mont-
ferrat, Ferrara, Mantua, the envoys of Venice and
also of Genoa, which hastened to offer itself to
France; further by Caesar Borgia, who, like a
vulture eager for prey, followed the royal banner,
and by Cardinal Julian, now the compliant associate
of the conqueror of his native country. Alexander
now endeavoured to gain the Rovere entirely to
himself; on November 18, 1499, he absolved the
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City prefect and also remitted the debt of 40,000
ducats! He then even arranged a marriage between
Francesco Maria, the young son of the Prefect, and
Angela Borgia, one of his nieces.?

The victory of France occasioned unmitigated
joy in the Vatican and awoke high-strung expec-
tations of Caesar’s future greatness. The French
alliance must now lead to the subjugation of the
entire State of the Church to the Borgia, and the
Pope arranged the preliminaries. Already (an
utterly unheard-of proceeding) he had made his
daughter regent of Spoleto, one of the few towns
in the State of the Church which had never fallen
under the tyranny of a noble. Thither Lucrezia
went with Don Jofré on August 8. Her departure
was magnificent. Several richly caparisoned mules
carried her valuables, among them a couch of silk
and velvet, on which the beautiful regent might

Lucrezia
Borgia,
regent of
Spoleto.

repose from her labours. She was escorted by the °

Vatican bodyguards, the governor of the city, the
Neapolitan ambassador and several prelates, and
from a loggia the Pope watched his daughter’s
departure® Her husband had shortly before secretly

1 Bull, Mscr. Barberini, n., 1074, fol. 1725. Cardinal Julian
thanks the Pope for the favour that he intends to show the city
Prefect, and assures him that he is zealously recommending Caesar’s
cause ; he tells him that the papal chamberlain Troccio will inform
him on this subject. Letter, Milan, October 12, 1499, Biél. Mar-
ciana Cl. X., Cod. 175.

% The betrothal by proxy took place on September 2, 1500:
Registr. Beneimbene. The marriage was not consummated, because
both were children.

3 She came to Spoleto on August 15, 1499. On August 10, 1500,
Alexander appointed as her successor Lodovico Borgia, Archbishop
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fled to the Colonna, in order to reach Naples! The
mysterious flight of the unlucky prince points to
terrible things. A good genius had warned him,
but, to his misfortune, Alfonso soon obeyed the
summons of Alexander; he returned to his wife
at Spoleto, and to men whose daggers were already
whetted for him.

In the same August the Pope banished Madonna
Sancia to Naples®? On September 23 he met his
daughter, her brothers and her husband at Nepi.
Here plans were discussed for the aggrandisement
of the house by means of the property of the
barons of Latium, whom Alexander now determined
to extirpate throughout the entire Roman territory.
He began with the Gaetani. This family had fallen
to decay during the time of the schism, but had been
restored by the descendants of Jacopo, a brother of
Honoratus. Among these descendants in the latter
half of the fifteenth century was conspicuous the
second Honoratus, lord of Sermoneta and of all the
other possessions of his house in Latium. Dying in
1490, he left three sons, Nicholas the Protonotary,
Giacomo and Guglielmo. At the end of the year

of Valenza. Docum. tratti dall Archivio Commun. di Spoleto,
pubblicati da Achille Sansi, Foligno, 1861.—As early as October 14,
1499, Lucrezia, with her brother and husband, returned to Rome.
On November 1 she gave birth to her son Rodrigo.

1 About the 4th or sth of August, ef a lassa la moglie graveda de 6
mexi la qual ds continuo pianse. Sanuto, ii. 751,

% La gual non si volendo partir le mando a dir la faria bular per
Jorsa fuora et lei volendo danari nulli ki a dato. The Venetian
envoy of August 6 and 7, in Sanuto, ii. 772. The princess soon
returned.

AR
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1499 Alexander by stratagem entrapped Giacomo, Alexander
now head of the house. He decoyed him to Rome, X,i’é’:;.?ni
threw him into S. Angelo, and by false sentence of Tom Jer-
the senator and governor, caused him to be pro- Dec. 1499.
nounced guilty of high treason, whereupon he con-
fiscated all the Gaetani estates. The unfortunate
man protested, but died of poison in S. Angelo on
July 5, 15001 Bernardino, the youthful son of
Nicolo Gaetani, was murdered by Caesar’s bailiffs
at Sermoneta, and it was only with difficulty that
Guglielmo escaped to Mantua. Papal troops occu-
pied Sermoneta, which Lucrezia ostensibly bought
from the papal camera for 80,000 ducats on February
12, 1500.2

As early as October 1499, under pretext of arrears
of tribute, the Pope announced that the vassals of
the Church in the Romagna and the March had
forfeited their estates. These territories, at which
the nephew of a former pope, Girolamo Riario, had
previously aimed, were to form Caesar’s principality.

1 The remains were brought to S. Bartolommeo, ub: drscoopertus
fuit @& matre et sorortbus ac alits wisus. Burkard—Chigi, His
mother was Catarina Orsini.—His protest before a notary is dated
February 4, 1500, from S. Angelo ; the original, written on paper,
is in the Gaetani Archives, xxxxix. n. 8.

% Burkard-2Chigi. The Pope’s treacherous conduct towards the
Gaetani is best shown in the Bull of restitution for Guglielmo
Gaetani of January 24, 1504, in which Julius II. annuls all the
sentences pronounced against the house by Alexander VL., as issued
cupidilate inordinata et immoderata suos etiam aliena jactura post-
posita ditandsi et locupletandsi, and stigmatised them all as disgraceful
(snique et immaniter decreta . . . per illusionem, dolum et fraudem).
Thus did a Pope judge the acts of his predecessor. Original in the
Gaetani Archives.
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The ancient idea of the kingdom of Adria, formu-
lated in the time of the great schism, was now to be
realised by the son of a pope. There in the cities
sat feudal lords, each of whom could point to a
long and bloody family chronicle. The Malatesta,
the Manfredi, the Montefeltre, the Sforza, Varani
and Bentivogli for the most part had acquired the
tyranny in the fourteenth century under the title of
vicars of the Church, a title that dates essentially
from the time of Albornoz. It is intelligible that at
a period when, owing to the overthrow of similar
feudal relations, European monarchies took shape,
the popes should have attempted to become
monarchs of their dismembered theocratic states.
Alexander VI. was the right pope, and his son the
right agent to execute the task. It is from this
point of view, namely the extirpation from Italy of
the polycracy of tyrants, that Machiavelli sees in
Caesar the ideal of the Italian prince,

Nature had been lavish of her gifts to Caesar Borgia.
Like Tiberius in former days, he was the handsom-
est man of his time and of athletic frame! His
insatiable sensuality stood in the service of a cold
and penetrating intellect. He was also endowed

1 His portrait is drawn by Polo Capello (Report of September 28,
1500) : & di anni 37 bellissimo. Di capo é gramde ben fato.—Jovius
says that his face (probably later and in consequence of his dissipa-
tions) was disfigured by redness and abscesses—er gis occhs fitti in
dentro, § quali com sevpentina et crudele guardatura pareva che
schizsassero fuoco (Nom. I[llustri, Cesare Borgia). There is no
authentic portrait of him; the picture [formerly] in the Palazzo
Borghese, ascribed to Raffaelle, received his name without any good
reason.
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with a magnetic attraction for women, but a much
more formidable strength of will that disarmed men.
Jesuitism in statecraft, a product of Latin nations,
was exercised by Caesar Borgia with such con-
summate skill, that he may be regarded as the
model of a ruler in this sense. All the qualities of
this type of character were exhibited in him in
fullest measure; profound taciturnity, cunning and
hypocrisy, astute calculation, rapid action at the
right time, merciless cruelty, knowledge of men, the
capacity for turning virtue and vice to account for
one and the same end. He could be just, and
liberal even to prodigality, but he was not liberal
by nature. He carried into practice the theory that
a superior intellect is justified in adopting any ends
to attain its purpose. A bastard of such abilities,
educated in the school of the dynastic intrigues of
Italy, could only look on men with contempt, and
could only utilise the world as material for his own
ends. In the days of the declining republic of
ancient Rome, Caesar Borgia would have been a
prominent figure; in his own days the stage of his
fatal ambition was necessarily restricted to the State
of the Church. A greater mind would have burst
these limits. Caesar was unable to do it, because he
lacked all creative ideas and all moral greatness.
He remained bound to the Papacy of his father,
rose and sank with it, a monstrous abortion of
nepotism. His career or his development, rapid as
the growth of some noxious exotic, occupies only
three years; it offers the terrible spectacle of a
moral eruption of Rome, in which a whole “inferno”
VOL. VIL 2G
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of crimes is poured upon the world. Mankind may

deem itself fortunate, in that its political and
ecclesiastical constitution can no longer produce

such demons, and that, even did nature permit such

to arise, they could no longer find a place in history.

His father lent him the treasures of the Church,

and, as lieutenant of the King of France, Lewis XII.

gave him troops under Ivo d’Allegre, also some
thousand Swiss under the Bailli of Dijon. Caesar

Cacsar himself took mercenaries into his pay, and thus
begis his collected about 8000 men. With this army he left
gonduests Lombardy to undertake the conquest of the
gg?afna, Romagna in November 1499. He was also joined
" 149% by the Marquis of Mantua, who was in the pay of
France. To provide funds for this war, the city of

Milan lent 45,000 ducats to the Apostolic Camera,

in whose name it was waged. So entirely had
Cardinal Julian changed his attitude towards the -

Borgia family—(his youthful nephew was betrothed

to Angela Borgia, a child)—that, with the cardinal-

legate Juan Borgia, he received the custody of this

sum, although Caesar’s first onslaught was made

on the house of Riario, to which he was nearly
related. For it was against this very family of

Sixtus IV. (to whom Cardinal Rovere owed every-

thing) that Caesar first turned. He sent troops in
advance against Imola and himself hurried to Rome,

to take counsel with his father. He arrived on
November 18, remained three days in the Vatican,

and then returned to the camp before Imola, a town

which Catherine Sforza, Riario’s widow, courageously
resolved to defend. Her relation Cardinal Rafael
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dwelt in Rome. Seeing the approaching ruin of his
house, the Cardinal, on pretext of going to hunt at
Castel Giubileo, on the day of Caesar’s arrival fled
to the Orsini at Monte Rotondo and thence over
hill and vale to Tuscany. He was fortunate in his
escape, for a conspiracy was just then discovered
against the life of the Pope, whom some Forlivesi,
subjects of the Countess, intended to poison by
means of a letter.! .

Imola fell as early as December 1, 1499, where- Catarina
upon Caesar appeared before Forli. Forli also f;f,‘,’&? e
surrendered, but Catherine defended the fortress, the f,a:r‘l‘f of
same which with virile energy she had defended
after the murder of her husband. The last year of
the century passed without Caesar having succeeded
in overcoming this amazon; nor could he make
further progress in the Romagna, where the
suspicious Venctians strove to defend Rimini and
also Urbino.

1 Thanksgivings were offered in S, Maria della Pace on November
24, guod Poni. a veneno et snsidiis inimicor. liberatus esset, Alex-
ander himself informed the Signory of Florence of the design to

, poison him. Brief, Rome, November 21, 1499. ArcA, Flor. Auts
| oubdlici. The whole plot was perhaps a fabrication.
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3. THE JUBILEE OF 1500—CAESAR CONQUERS SINIGAGLIA
—FATE OF CATHERINE SrorRzA RIARIO—SUDDEN -
RESTORATION OF Lupovico IN MILAN—CAESAR
ENTERS ROME—FALL oF THE HOUSE OF SFORzA IN
MiLAN—TERRIBLE STATE oOF ROME—THE PoPE IN
DANGER OF His LiFE — CAESAR MURDERS DoN
ALFONSO—APPOINTMENT OF CARDINALS—CAESAR
CONQUERS FAENZA, APRIL 150I—ASTORRE MAN-
EREDI IN S. ANGELO—CAESAR BECOMES DUKE OF
THE RoMAGNA—H(1s ENTERPRISES AGAINST BOLOGNA
AND FLORENCE—TREATY OF THE PARTITION OF
NAPLES BETWEEN SPAIN AND FRANCE—FALL OF
THE NEAPOLITAN HOUSE OF ARAGON, 1501I.

Alexander V1. closed the fifteenth and opened the
sixteenth century, and here the reader of the present
history will congratulate the writer, that after long
wanderings amid the ruins, the sufferings, the errors
and the scattered works of the human race during a
period of eleven hundred years, he has at length
reached the end of the Middle Ages. He will
recognise with joy the laws by which mankind is
guided onwards to an ever greater degree of perfec-
tion. The fifteenth century was richer in acquisi-
tions than its predecessor ; it witnessed the develop-
ment of learning and art, saw Europe renew her
intellectual youth, beheld the rise of a new world—
here America and there India—to which Vasco de
Gama had discovered the passage by sea at the end
of the century. With the sixteenth century man-
kind entered on more elevated missions. While
in Germany were already born the men who were
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to carry out the great Reformation, which had
hitherto been invariably refused to Christendom, the
centre of gravity of the European world rested
essentially in the Latin nations. Portugal and
Spain, France and Italy were in advance of the
German races, partly in culture and partly in
political maturity. The principle of life was no
longer the Latin Church, but Latin culture, its
political aim the national monarchy. For of all the
powers of the time, the Church—owing to the fault
of the Papacy, which had become a political institu-
tion—had reached the depth of decadence, and the
Church alone threw a gloomy shadow across the
light that illumined the world. It is only with
shame that Christendom reads the bull of jubilee, TheJubilee
in which Alexander VI. invites it on a pilrimage * 5%
to Rome, and only with horror that any man of
conscience can look on the unclean hand of the
Borgia, as he held the silver hammer, with which on
the Christmas Eve of 1499 he opened the door of
entrance to S. Peter’s!

Nevertheless pilgrims, especially Bohemian con-
verts, came in sufficient numbers to iniquitous Rome,
where even in the person of Borgia they revered
the head of a Church, whose miraculous powers,
according to the belief of the faithful, could not
be destroyed by the godlessness of her priests.
Among the pilgrims was one of the noblest women

1 The Pope came in procession, carrying a gilt taper in his left
hand ; he struck three blows on the door, when the masons opened
it.  The same ceremony was performed by three cardinals at the
three jubilee basilicas. Burkard.
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of Italy, Elisabeth Gonzaga, wife of Guidobaldo of
Urbino. Genuine piety brought her to Rome, in
spite of the remonstrances of her brother-in-law, the
Marchese Francesco. She dwelt in the Palace
of Cardinal Savelli, under the protection of the
Colonna, but only remained a few days in Rome, and
left the city on Easter Evel The sight of the
pilgrims gladdened a pious Camaldolese, a friend of
Lorenzo de’ Medici, who rejoiced that in the midst
of such moral corruption there were still thousands
who had not perished in Sodom? It is a strik-
ing testimony to the severance between faith and
morals, that on Easter Sunday 200,000 people
knelt in front of S. Peter’s to receive the blessing of
Alexander VI. The pilgrims in Rome might form
their own experience of the nature of the Curia, and
carry back to their homes the knowledge they had
gained. They beheld the splendour and heard of
the crimes of the Borgia, and their respect for the
Papacy could scarcely be increased, when they saw
a beautiful woman come as a pilgrim from the
Vatican palace to the basilica, attired in magnificent
clothes, riding on horseback, surrounded by a
hundred other women on horseback also, and when
they learnt that this was Madonna Lucrezia, the
daughter of the Pope. The accounts of Gandia’s
murder, tales of Vanozza, Julia Farnese and other
women formed assuredly topics of current gossip in

! She wrote to her brother from Assisi, March 21, 1500. Corre-
spondence of Elisabetta Gongaza. Arch. Mantua.

2 Peter Delphinus to Marian. Cucinus, Ep. vi. 26, in Reymald ad
4. 1500, 0. 1.
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Rome, where in all ages. foreigners have been
entertained with the genuine or fictitious mysteries
of the faith, These pilgrims, however, willingly
offered their Easter gifts, unconcerned by the
reflection that their money only served to defray
the sins of Rome. The moral conscience of the
world, although so gravely offended, still awaited
the breath of the spirit that was to give it the
knowledge of wrong and the strength of indigna-
tion. Indulgences were sold in every country, and
papal agents trafficked in remission of sins.

Fortunately for Caesar the year of jubilee
coincided with his enterprise in the Romagna. The
Pope also added to the revenues by the tithes
for the Turkish war, to which he exhorted
Christendom, since Bajazet was making prepara-
tions for conquering the Venetian cities in the
Morea. These tithes were imposed for three years
on all clergy, of every rank, and in every country,
and an estimate was taken of the revenues of the
members of the Curia and the cardinals.! The bon-
fires, which the pilgrims saw blazing in Rome on
January 14, 1500, announced that the Pope’s son
had become master of Forli. This fortress had been Fall of the
attacked by the French on the 12th. Its chatelaine ?gﬁs;;f
was conveyed a prisoner to Rome, where her life ™ *5°>
would have been brought to a speedy close in S.
Angelo, but that her heroism touched the hearts of
the French. They effected her release after eighteen

1 It was proved that nine cardinals each received an income of
10,000 ducats, ten others even more. The wealthiest of all was
Ascanio, who had 30,000.

iz
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months. Catherine Sforza Riario, since 1498 the
widow of her second husband Giovanni Medici, and
mother of the afterwards celebrated condottiere of
the name, chose a convent in Florence as her
asylum. In a letter to the signory of the republic,
the Pope himself introduced her as “his beloved
daughter in Christ.”?

The joy in the Vatican was scarcely interrupted
by the sudden death of the Cardinal-legate Juan
Borgia, who fell a victim to fever at Fossombrone
on January 14, or, as rumour said, to poison ad-
ministered by Caesar, to whom he was super-
fluous. His remains were brought to Rome and
buried unostentatiously in S. Maria del Popolo.
The Cardinal had been at variance with the Pope,
and, it was asserted, was an avaricious man, who

practised usury. Caesar had now become master .

of Imola, Cesena and Forli. Nor did the Venetians
hinder his further progress, since they themselves
were harassed with the Turkish war and required
the Pope to aid them with tithes. For even before
the expedition of Lewis XII. the banished Duke
of Milan had set the Turks in motion against
Venice. During his exile the Duke had engaged
Swiss to help him to reconquer his states at a
favourable opportunity. As early as December
1499 the King had returned from Lombardy to
France, bringing with him the rightful heir to Milan,

1 Brief, Rome, July 13, 1501. Arch. Flor. Atts publ.—The
Riarii Sforza, who still survive in Naples, are descendants of
Girolamo Riario and Catarina, Catarina’s life was written by A.
Burriel, Vita di Catarina Sforza, Bologna, 1795.
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the youthful son of Gian Galeazzo. Under the
governor Trivulzio, the French by their rapacity and
insolence aroused the indignation of the Lombards,
who themselves recalled their banished tyrant. He
came at the end of January with his brother
Ascanio and at the head of an army of mercenaries.
After having unexpectedly lost his realm, he
recovered it, as it were by magic; and as early as
February g, 1500, was able to re-enter Milan. This Ludovico
sudden restoration and the war, which broke out recovers
on the Po between the re-instated duke and the py%y
generals of Lewis XII., who were taken by surprise, 1500.
compelled Caesar’s French auxiliaries to leave the
Romagna, and forced Caesar himself to renounce
further conquests for the time.

He went to Rome. He made his splendid entry
on February 26 with a part of his troops, which
consisted of Italians, Gascons, Swiss and Germans
under the command of Vitellozzo, who stood in his
pay. He was received by all the cardinals and
magnates, also by the foreign ambassadors. Clad
in black satin, a gold chain round his neck, Caesar
Borgia rode to the Vatican, surrounded by aCaesar
hundred Gascons dressed in black, and followed by ,,,t,y B o
an escort of honour. The Pope recelved the Duke Rome,
of Valence, the conqueror of Forli, with delight. 1500
The son threw himself at the fathe:’s feet and
addressed him a discourse in Spanish; Alexander
answered in Spanish, which was the language of
his heart. He gave no audiences that day; he
wept and laughed at the same moment.! In reward

1 Lacrimavit ¢! rixit a un trato. Capello in Sanuto, iii. 105,
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of his performances, he made Caesar standard-
bearer of the Church, an office that had been filled

" by the murdered Gandia. On April 2 he solemnly

Birth of
Charles V.,
Feb. 24,
1500,

conferred the banner and baton of command upon
him in S. Peter's. He also presented the fratricide
with the Golden Rose. In flattery and fear Rome
celebrated festivals of rejoicing. Never had the
Carnival amusements been so magnificent. The
triumph of Julius Caesar was represented in the
Piazza Navona with eleven gorgeously decorated
carriages, in honour of the Pope’s son, who auda-
ciously adopted Caesar’s motto as his own! In
the midst of these festivals the news arrived that,
on February 24, the Infanta Joanna of Spain had
borne a son to the Archduke Philip of Austria,
and that the boy had received the name of Charles.
The national church of the Germans, S. Maria
dell’ Anima, was decorated in honour of the birth
of the child, the future great emperor Charles V.

If the restoration of Sforza clouded the joy of the
Borgia, the fear which it occasioned vanished on
the receipt of the tidings that all was at an end in
Lombardy. Lewis XII. had sent a fresh army
under La Tremouille against Milan, and Sforza,
betrayed by his own Swiss, had fallen into the hands

_ of the French at Novara on April 102 Seldom has

history shown so many changes of fortune, seldom

1 Burkard — Chigi, Vicloria Julis Caesaris, qui sedit in ultimo
Carro.

3 This treachery was a disgrace to the Swiss, as were the services
which they gave for miserable wages to every despot who paid them.
Glutz-Blozheim, Ges:A. der Eidgen. Zirich, 1816, p. 177,
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have so many terrible tragedies been crowded into

so short a space. Fall and restoration, flight and
return, victory and defeat chased one another like
spectres across the stage of Italy. The whole
country reeked of blood, and trembled in dread of

the fate which the accumulated guilt of centuries
seemed to have invoked. Cardinal Ascanio was

taken prisoner near Rivalta by Venetian cavalry

under Carlo Orsini. Alexander demanded his Sforza
release, but the signory of Venice surrendered him in Milan,
to the King of France! With a band of captive APril 15
prelates, whose feet were tied together under their
horses, the proud cardinal was conveyed back to
Milan, whence he was removed to the tower at
Bourges. Ascanio now received the reward of his

share in the election of Borgia to the Papacy.
Conscious of the justice of his punishment, he bore

his fate without complaint and assuredly deemed
himself fortunate that in a French prison he had Ammo
escaped the poison of the Borgia. The sight of his T, Ludomo
fall shows the uncertainty of fortune; but far more Sfor=
dreadful was the fate of his brother. During the in France.
ten long years that elapsed until his death, the
murderer of his nephew, the traitor to his country,

pined in a gloomy dungeon of the fortress of Loches

in Berry, in his hideous solitude a prey to the furies

of conscience, whose stings no single redeeming

1 On May 4, 1500, the Pope sent the Bishop of Tivoli to the Doge,
requesting that Ascanio might be surrendered to him and not to
France, and this under penalty of excommunication. Jnsfructiones
da’ae Rev. Dom. Ep. Tiburtino, dat. Rom. IV. Majs x500. Mscr,
Barberini, book of instructions, n. 2279, p. 329.
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thought served to allay. This frivolous but highly
cultured man had been driven to crime by the lust
of power. His history offers one of the most terrible
examples of evil entailed on a whole nation by the
ambition of a prince.l!

Fortune was now the slave of the Borgia. For
Lewis XII. could no longer detain his troops for
the conquest of the Romagna. The father’s coffers
were filled with the wealth amassed in the jubilee,
and this wealth served to acquire troops. The
boldest plans were conceived. Pilgrims to the
jubilee were stupefied by the intoxication of the
iniquitous city, where, as in antiquity, the Baccha-
nalian atmosphere was at the same time saturated
and poisoned by suffering. When, after gazing on
the image of the Saviour depicted on the Handker-
chief of Veronica, these pilgrims returned to the
city across the Bridge of S. Angelo, they saw
on high a row of men, who had been hanged on
the battlements of the fortress, among them the
physician to the Hospital of ‘the Lateran. This
man had long been accustomed to shoot passers-
by with arrows at daybreak in order to rob them,
and to poison wealthy patients, pointed out to
him by the confessor to the hospital? And when

Y Vir singulari prudentia, sed profunda ambitione, ad exitium
Italiae natus. Jovius, Histor.,i. 6. On account of the encourage-
ment which he gave to studies and art in the age of Leonardo da
Vinci, Ratti (Famil. Sforza) calls him the Pericles of Milan. See
also Rosmini, Storia di Milano, iii. 273.

2 Of the terrible conditions that existed in Rome, the celebrated
thetorician, Raffaclle Brandolini, who lived there, bas left us an
authentic description : rapiumtur hic virgines, prostiluuntur matronae,
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from the sacred basilica the pilgrims came forth on
the piazza on the floral festival of S. Giovanni,
they beheld the Pope’s son seated on horseback
at the steps of S. Peter’s, hurling lances against
bulls within a wooden enclosure. With herculean
strength, such as Pipin’s, he severed the head of
one of these animals from the body at a single blow,
and all Rome stood in admiration of his brutal
strength.!

Meanwhile the Pope was attacked by fever. Imminent
Roman satire composed a dialogue between him Sinécr ol
and death, which again spared him in an accident Yl in the
that followed? On the afternoon of June 29 he
was sitting in a room in the Vatican, when a sudden
storm burst over the palace, and a chimney fell
through the roof, carrying with it people from the
upper floor and killing Lorenzo Chigi, brother of
the celebrated Agostino. The datary Ferrari and
the chamberlain Gaspar sprang into the recess of a
window, shrieking, “ The Pope is dead!” The cry
re-echoed through Rome, and Caesar may well have
turned pale! The city rose in momentary confusion;
several Spaniards fled to S. Angelo; the citizens
rushed to arms; messengers hurried to the exiles
to tell them that now was the time to return and
take vengeance on their enemies. But meanwhile
subriptuntier sacra, diripsuntur acdes, deturbantur passim in Tyberim
homines, diu noctugue trucidantur impune. To Manfredo de Man-
fredis, Rome, September 13, 1500 (communicated by G. Brom, Kins.

Quartalschrift, 1888, p. 190).

1 Burkard and Polo Capello. Report of September 28, 1500,

3 Dialogus mortis et Pontsficis laborantis febre (Sanuto, iii, fol,
209).
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cannons announced from S. Angelo that the Pope
was still alive! He was found sitting among the
débris, protected by a curtain, but with two wounds
on his head, and was carried out. On July 2 he
caused thanksgivings to be offered to the Virgin,
with whose special protection he believed himself
favoured.? His natural force was inexhaustible.
“The Pope,” said Polo Capello, in September 1500,
‘“is seventy years old ; he grows younger every day,
his cares do not last a night; he is of cheerful
temperament and only does what he likes; his sole
thought is for the aggrandisement of his children;
he troubles about nothing else.”

The wounds on Alexander's head were not yet
healed, when a terrible tragedy was enacted before
the jubilee pilgrims. At eleven o'clock on the night
of July 15, as the young Prince of Bisceglie left
the Vatican to return home, he was attacked and
stabbed at the steps of S. Peter’s. The murderers

Y Mittuntur ad exules tabellarsi, advenisse tempus sm patriam
redeundi. . . . Letter from Rome, July 18, 1500, of Raffaelle
Brandolinus to Manfredo, the envoy of Ferrara (Rém. Quartalschr.,
1888, p. 182).

2 He himself informed the Bishop of Tivoli, his nuncio in Venice,
of the accident : monulli nos querentes sub hoc panno quasi latitantes
oppletos muror. ac lignor. fragminid, reppererunt—capite ac brackio
ac duob. dextre manus digitus vulneratis.  July 4, 1500 ; Sanuto, iii,
354. The Venetian ambassador visited the Pope on July 3: ¢erra
com soa santila madona lugresia la princessa e so marilo e una soa
damisella sta com mad. lucrecia che ¢ favorita del papa. Alexander
VI., constitutionally inclined to swoon, was frequently in danger of
his life. On October §, 1500, he was rescued by the Cardinal of
Capua from a savage old stag, which attacked him in a vigna.
Jbid., iii. 662.
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escaped among a band of horsemen, who carried
them off to the Porta Portese. The Prince staggered
to the Pope. “I am wounded,” he said, and he
named the murderer. His wife Lucrezia, who was
present, swooned. The Prince was carried to the
neighbouring palace, which he made his abode,
that of the Cardinal of S. Maria in Porticu! The
mysterious way in which Burkard relates the
tragedy (we seem to be dealing with spectres) leaves
a sinister impression, and art would never have
veiled the horror more transparently than prudence
has done in this case. “The illustrious Don Alfonso,
Duke of Bisceglie and Prince of Salerno, was
seriously wounded on the evening of July 13, but
since he determined not to die of the wounds then
received, he was strangled in his bed on August 18,
about the first hour of the night. His remains were
carried to S. Peter's. They were followed by Don
Francesco Borgia, treasurer of the Pope, and his
family. The physician of the dead prince, and a
certain hunchback with whom he had associated,
were brought to S. Angelo. They were examined
by the Inquisitors, but were soon released, since the

1 Polo Capello, in Sanuto, iii. 616, The ambassador was at the
time in Rome, which he left on September 16. During the sixteen
months and twenty-five days that he filled the office of ambassador he
had only spent 2900 ducats.—This for the information of diplomatists
in Rome. According to Brandolini’s letter to Manfredo, Rome,
September 13, 1500, Alfonso was nursed in the Vatican itself: Cum
Pont., ut est hominum versutissimus, svve ad tollendam tanti facinorss
suspicionem, sive ad majorem polius benevolentiam genero signifi-
candam, sauciam ad se deferri jubet, haud procul a cubiculo suo
collocat, . . . and he had physicians even brought from outside (Rim,
Quartalschr., p. 192),
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man who had entrusted them with the commission
went unpunished, and he was well known.”

There is another account of the bloody deed,
which openly mentions Caesar as the murderer.,
Round the wounded man were his wife Lucrezia
and his sister, the Princess Squillace. In fear of
poison they prepared his food, and from the same
suspicion the Pope caused him to be guarded by
sixteen men. One day he visited the invalid un-
accompanied by Caesar. Caesar also came once
and said, “ That which did not take place at noon
will take place in the evening.” People actually
believed that they saw a demon pass to and fro.
The Pope, the women, almost the entire court knew
that Caesar would kill the prince—no pne could save
him. For of what was the terrible man not capable
who had stabbed the Spaniard Pedro Caldes, Alex-
ander’s favourite chamberlain, under Alexander’s very
mantle, so that the blood spurted into his, the Pope’s,
face?? Caesarreturned another day ; he entered the

Y Liberats parum post, cum esset immunis, gus mandantibus 4:
optime notum, Burkard—Chigi, p. 2123. The text is corrupt ; t
Cod. Chigi has : cum essent smmunes ; guod mandantibus capi, erat
optime notum.

% Capello, on September 28, 1500. The letter to Silvio Savelli
of November 1501 says: ZFomlificis cubicularius Perotius in ejus
gremio trucidatus. According to letters in Sanuto, iii. 626, his body
was found in the Tiber (February 1498), and with it a Donsela df
madona lugrecia — anegata, chiamata madona panthasilea alias
creatura ds esso pontefice. Burkard—Chigi records on February 14,
1498 : Petrus Caldes, Perottus—qui Jovis prox. practeriti 8, Auius
in nocle cecidit im Tiberim non libenter in cod. flumine repertes est,

de quo multa dicta sunt per urbems. The text in Eacard calls him”

Petrus Calderon Perottus.
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room, where the already convalescent prince stood
up; he forced the terrified women to leave it, he
called Michelotto, the minister of his bloody acts,
who strangled Bisceglie. The prince was buried at nsstrangled
night. Caesar openly acknowledged that he had
murdered him, because Bisceglie cherished designs
against his life! The terrible deed was everywhere
discussed through the city, but only in secret and
terror. The bodies of murdered men were daily
found in the streets, and others, even prelates of high
position, disappeared as it were by magic. Caesar
now ruled the Pope himself. The father loved his
son but trembled before him.? Lucrezia also (she
had a son by Alfonso, who was called Rodrigo) was
obliged to submit to the commands of a brother who
had made her a widow. He temporarily ousted her
from the Pope’s favour. He had deprived her of
Sermoneta, for “ she is a woman,” he said, “and can-
not defend it.” Certain it is that Alexander sent his
daughter to Nepi only at Caesar’s desire® Lucrezia

1 Capello, as above. K s/ duce ebbe a dire, di averlo fatto am-
maszare, perche tramava di ammasar lui, ¢ di questo faria sl processo,
¢ lo vole mandare alla Signoria (of Venice). Some more immediate
details in Brandolini’s letter,

3 Jtem 5l papa ama ¢t ha gran paura di fiol ducka qual é di anni
27 belissimo. The same ambassador.— Caesar—in fratrem gus desae-
visset—sorovemgque incestaverst Lucvetiam ; Ecclesiae Thesauros qus
effuderit ; Timorsi guogue Alexandro patrs qui fuerit : M. Attilius
Alexius in Baluze, Miscell., iv, 517.

3 The ambassador #¢ supra: che prima erra in gracia dil pata
madona Lucyesia soa fola, la qual ? savia e liberal, ma adesso i papa
non lama. The coldness was, as' Tommaso Gar supposes, due
to Lucrezia’s lamentations over the death of her husband., (Note to
Capello’s report.) It did not last long.

VOL. VIL 2 H
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left the city on the last day of August, attended by
600 horsemen, to recover her equanimity, which had
been shaken by the death of her husband. Such,
at least, are the terribly laconic words of Burkard.
If Lucrezia loved her husband, then was her fate
indeed tragic, and the girl must have revolted at
the thought that she was nothing but the victim of
her brother’s deadly will. Caesar got rid of Alfonso,
not on trifling personal grounds, but rather because
he wished to set free the hand of his sister, in order
that he might form an alliance—favourable to himself
—with the house of Ferrara, at a time when the con-
nection of the Borgia with Naples had lost all value.
The dead were quickly forgotten, for the living
had enough to do. More money was required.
Twelve new cardinals, among them six Spaniards,
whom the Pope, or rather his son, had created, paid
for their hats in handing a sum of 120,000 ducats
over to Caesar. With the most barefaced candour
Caesar explained to the Sacred College that these
cardinals were necessary because he required money
for his war in the Romagna.! Among these new
slaves of Caesar were his brother-in-law d’Albret,
Ludovico and Juan Borgia, and Gian Battista Ferrari.
With French aid he first drove his former brother-
in-law from Pesaro in October 1500, then Pandolfo
Malatesta from Rimini, and encamped before Faenza.?
Y Il ducka a cavalcka dali Rev. Card. pregando siano contenti di
far novi cardinali accio lui Rabi danari per Pimpresa di romagna.
Report of the new Venetian ambassador, Marino Zorzi, of September
24-25, in Sanuto, iii. 625, The latter comments: ¢ saldomo i conts
e Ii juromo fideltd.
3 Giovanni Sforza went first to Venice, then to Mantua. Many
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The lord of this city was Astorre Manfredi, a youth

of seventeen, whose beauty and virtue had made him

the idol of his people. The inhabitants of Faenza
defended the city for months, until on April 25, Fanof
1501, hunger forced them to an honourable capitula- £ .
tion. Caesar promised indulgence to the citizens, of Faenza.
and free exit to Astorre, but immediately broke his

oath by sending the unfortunate boy to the dungeons

of S. Angelo.

Alexander now created his son Duke of the Caesar

Romagna. In making the largest province of the Duieof the
Sacred Chair a patrimony of his house, he remained Romagna.
untroubled by the thought that this province, made
hereditary in the Borgia dynasty, must entail the
ruin of the entire State of the Church. No opposi-
tion was raised by the Sacred College; poison and
sword had reduced the cardinals into a trembling
choir of servants or flatterers of father as well as son.
The college was purposely filled with Spaniards.
The Duke desired nothing more ardently than to
make Bologna the capital of his territory. He
carried on correspondence with the Mariscotti, but
the vigilance of Bentivoglio and the protection which
he received from France frustrated Caesar’s plans,
and he was obliged to remain satisfied with Castel
Bolognese and a body of auxiliaries, whose number
was stipulated by treaty.! The Mariscotti expiated
their conspiracy on the scaffold.

of his letters are preserved in the Gonzaga Archives and the State
Archives at Milan.

1 The beginning of May 1501. On June 1, 1501, the Pope con-
ferred Castel Bolognese upon him. Brief dilecto fil, mob. viro Caesari
Borgiae de Francia duci Romandiolae, Raynald, n. 16,
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Imola, Forli and Pesaro, Rimini, Faenza, Cesena
and Fano formed his dukedom for the present. To
these territories he hoped to unite the whole of
Central Italy. Spoleto was already in the hands of
the Borgia; a bull had already deprived Julius
Caesar Varano of Camerina! The Duke’s progress
was checked, however, by the jealousy of France.
His attempt against Florence was also unsuccessful.
The fruitless war with Pisa exhausted the republic;
in 1499, repulsed by the already almost conquered
city, the Florentine general Paolo Vitelli had atoned
for his misfortune by his death, when his brother
Vitellozzo in revenge joined the Medici. These
exiles had invariably been defeated, but nevertheless
continued to threaten their ancestral city, and even
formed an alliance with Caesar Borgia. Reinforced
by the auxiliaries of Bentivoglio and in concert with
Piero Medici, Vitellozzo and the Orsini, some of
whom with other nobles had become his condottieri,
the Duke entered Florentine territory in May 1501.
For after having vainly made war on the Orsini, the
Borgia now adroitly utilised their services, in order
to expel other nobles, and then to reward these
allies in their peculiar fashion. The audacious
demands of the Duke, who sent his secretary
Agapito Gerardini to Florence, more especially his
desire to restore the Medici, terrified the signory.
They purchased their exemption in taking Caesar
“in condotta” at a salary of 36,000 ducats, but
without any obligation as to actual service, and

1 Raynald ad A. 1501 n. 17. In this bull fratricide is an-
nounced as the reason of the excommunication.
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pledging themselves not to protect Jacopo Appiano
of Piombino.! For Caesar immediately directed his
attention against this noble. Some places within
Appiano’s dominions, even Elba and Pianosa, made
submission to Caesar, but Lewis XII. commanded
him to halt, and Alexander recalled him. He left a
portion of his troops under Giampolo Baglioni and
Vitellozzo before Piombino, and hurried to Rome,
which he entered on June 13, 1501.

Lewis XII. proceeded to carry out his enterprise
against Naples. Too weak to accomplish it without
the consent of Spain, he had made Ferdinand his
associate in an abominable crime. The secret treaty,
which was concluded at Granada on November 11,
1500, by the two monarchs, one of whom was called
the Most Christian, the other the Catholic, is one of
the most disgraceful documents of those cabinet
politics, which, under the sanction of the Pope, were
now inaugurated in the history of Europe. The fact
that he invited another monarch to become his rival
was moreover a clear testimony to the incapacity of
Lewis XII. The two kings promised each other to
attack Naples simultaneously, and so to divide the
kingdom that Calabria and Apulia should fall as a
duchy to Spain, the remaining provinces with the
capital as a kingdom to France. The Pope was to
be asked to confer the respective investitures, and as
he hated Frederick and was entirely devoted to
Lewis on Caesar’s account, his consent was un-
doubted. Moreover, the alliance between France

1 Deed of May 15, 1501. Canestrini in the Arckiv. Stor., xv. 269,
Nardi speaks of the circumstance with shame,

b |
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and Spain rendered the Roman barons defenceless
-against the attacks of the Pope.

The overthrow of Aragon was accomplished, like
so many falls in the history of dynasties, in the per-
son of an innocent prince. Frederick was beloved
by his people. His reign would have assured them
a period of prosperity, had it been possible to remedy
the evils which the feudal nobility had brought on
the Kingdom. The King still remained ignorant of
the treaty, but not of the preparations of France.
Fear and weakness impelled him to seek an alliance
with the Turks, which however was never effected.
Although he feared the claims of his relation, the
powerful King of Spain, he hoped for his protection.
With the aid of the Colonna, he believed that he
could resist the French army on the frontier.

The French under Aubigny arrived in the neigh-
bourhood of Rome, and in June encamped beside
the Acqua Traversa. The envoys of France and
Spain explained to the Pope the contents of the
treaty between their masters. The premeditated
robbery was cloaked under the hypocritical name of
religion, for the monarchs alleged as the essential
reason of the war against Frederick the fact that he
had invited the Turks to Italy, The conquest of
Naples was merely the introduction to the great
Crusade against the Crescent.

Treaty Alexander proclaimed Frederick deposed as a
Naples  traitor to the Kingdom, and agreed to the partition
g"p‘;;':’:nd of Naples between the two kings, who, in return,
France  were to take the oath of vassalage to the Church.!

1 Bull Regrans in Altissimés, in Raynald, n, §3. It is at the
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If this act suffices to show Alexander’s treachery, at sanctioned
the same time it diminishes the credibility of such po;eh
witnesses’ as try to prove the Pope a great states-
man. He evidently cherished the wily intention
of driving the two powers into fierce war with one
another, and in consequence foolishly hoped that he
might be able to make Caesar King of Naples.

On June 28 the French army, which was joined
by Caesar Borgia with some troops, set forth for the
conquest of Naples. On their march the forces
destroyed Marino and other towns of the Colonna,
for this house remained faithful to Aragon, which
had decided in its favour the long dispute with the
Orsini concerning Alba. The sudden fall of Naples
was only the repetition of the melancholy past, but
it was rendered more deplorable by the treachery of
Spain towards its kinsman. Frederick had appealed
to Gonsalvo for aid, and, on the General’s treacherous
demand, had surrendered to him the fortresses of
Calabria and Gaeta. As soon as the French entered
the Kingdom, the Spaniard threw aside his mask,
and Frederick retired to Capua in utter dismay,
Fabrizio Colonna held this fortress for him, while
Prospero commanded in Naples. Capitulation was
discussed, but, in the midst of the negotiations, the
enemy stormed the walls, and on July 24 Capua Fall of

suffered the terrible fate of a conquered city.! Fab- fub's:

same time a constitutional document. This long document was Tsot.
signed by eighteen cardinals.

! The terrible misfortunes of Capua are described by Jean d’Anton,
Histoire de Louys XII., ed. Godefroy, c. 54. Caesar retained for
himself forty beautiful gu-ls. Several threw themselves into the
Volturno.
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rizio was made a prisoner. Caesar offered immense
sums to the French general if he would either put
him to death or surrender him into his power, but
the noble-minded John Jordan Orsini rescued his
hereditary enemy, who was allowed to purchase his
freedom.

The frightful carnage at Capua disarmed all who
still remained in arms for the last of the house
of Aragon. Frederick shut himself up in Castel
Nuovo, while all Naples shouted the name of France.
He held parley with Aubigny and went first to Ischia.
Among the unfortunate fugitives assembled in the
Castle of the island, one woman above all was
calculated to awaken pity. This was that Isabella
who had suffered the ruin of the houses of both
Milan and Naples, and who now beheld the fall of
the last remains of the greatness of her ancestors,
while she bewailed the fate of her own son, a prisoner
in France! Aghast with horror at the treachery of
his relation, Frederick in despair resolved to seek an
asylum for himself and his children with the less
criminal of his enemies, Lewis XII. gave him the
duchy of Anjou and an annual pension. The
melancholy days which he passed in France were
alleviated by the devotion of the companions of
his exile, among whom was the poet Sannazaro.
Frederick of Aragon died at Tours on September

9, 1504.

1 Giannone, xxix. c. 3. Gilbert of Montpensier visited the tomb of
his father at Pozzuoli at this time, He threw himself down beside it
in tears, and died of grief on the spot. This was the brother of the
afterwards celebrated Constable de Bourbon.
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Before leaving Naples he had sent Don Ferrante, Ruin of

use

his eldest son, to Taranto. The town surrendered tO of Aragon
Gonsalvo on condition that the little prince should be io Naples.

allowed to journey to his father, but the treacherous
Spaniard disgraced his name by breaking his solemn
oath. He sent the boy a prisoner to Spain. There
Frederick’s son died childless, but not until 1550.
Such was the tragic end of the house of Aragon, which
during a century had filled the history of Naples and
Italy with more crimes than virtues. Like Anjou,
the house was foreign to the country, but speedily
became nationalised. The court of Aragon had
been conspicuous from the time of Alfonso for the
protection extended throughout the beauteous King-
dom to learning and art. And not until the fall of
the Aragonese did the country sink into its miserable
servitude under foreign dominion. The house of
Aragon also vanished in Spain. For the perfidious
Ferdinand left no male descendant to inherit the
crown. His son John had already died on October
1497, and already Charles was born to the house of
Austria, a child on whom an unparalleled degree
of fortune was to bestow the heritage of half the
world.

! Frederick’s second son Alfonso died at Grenoble in 1515 ; Caesar,
the third, at Ferrara at the age of 18.
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4. ALEXANDER SEIZES THE ESTATES OF THE COLONNA—
Lucrezia, REGENT IN THE VATICAN; WIFE OF
ALFONSO OF ESTE — PIOMBINO SURRENDERS TO
CAESAR—ALEXANDER DIVIDES THE PROPERTY OF
THE BARONS OF LATIUM BETWEEN TWO OF THE
BORGIA—MARRIAGE OF LUCREZIA WITH THE HERE-
DITARY PRINCE OF FERRARA; HER JOURNEY TO
FERRARA, JANUARY 1502 — CAESAR, TYRANT IN
RoME — THE PorE Goes witH Him By SEA TO
Pi1oMBINO — MURDER OF ASTORRE MANFREDI—
CAESAR MAKES HIMSELF MASTER OF URBINO AND
CAMERINO — HiS GooD GOVERNMENT IN THE
RoOMAGNA — CARDINAL FERRARA 1S POISONED—
LAMPOON AGAINST THE POPE.

The fall of Naples offered the Pope the desired
opportunity to rid himself of the barons of Latium.
The power of these nobles dated from the days of
the Empire and fell with the imperial authority. No
longer able to lean on the emperor, they sought for
support under the crown of Naples or France.
Since the time of Charles VIII’s invasion, the
Colonna had attached themselves to the dynasty of
Aragon, while the Orsini adhered to France. But
even before the beginning of the last war, the
Colonna, in fear, had ceded several of their fortresses,
among them Subiaco, to the College of Cardinals.
The Pope however would not hear of treaties. He
caused the Colonna fortresses to be garrisoned, and
after the fall of Capua went in person to Sermoneta.

It was on this occasion, that in his absence Alex-
ander entrusted his daughter with the care of the
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Vatican palace and all his affairs. She had authority Lucrezia
to open letters that arrived, concerning which, in cha
cases of difficulty, however, she was to take counsel l\l;t:tl:;n
of the Cardinal of Lisbon. In all the history of the
Papacy there is nothing that reveals a lower depth

of its shameless secularisation than this fact. We

do not know what impression it made on the
Romans. They probably rested satisfied with
pasquinades and applauded the jokes, which the
Cardinal of Lisbon made on the fair secretary who
displayed her activity in the Cabinet! Madonna
Lucrezia filled the office but for a short time, for the
Pope returned in the beginning of August, and
Rome soon afterwards learnt that his daughter was

to be married to Alfonso of Ferrara. The reception

of the longed-for tidings, namely, that the haughty
house of Este sanctioned the alliance, was celebrated

in Rome by the thunder of cannon and illumina-
tions. On September 8 the future duchess of
Ferrara went in magnificent procession to S. Maria

del Popolo, when her train consisted of four bishops,

who preceded her, and 300 horsemen. Jugglers

1 Ubs est penna vestra? mtellcxtt Lucretia Cardinalis mentem et
Jacetiam, et subrisit : ser Suum convenienter.
Burkard. Pasquino was butter. On his statue in August were read
the following lines :

Praedixi tibi, papa, bos quod esses.

Praedico : moriere, si Ainc abibis,

Succedet Rota consequens Bubulcum.
The Rota was the arms of the cardinal of Lisbon. These lines were
apparently written by Fedra Inghirami, and Agostino Vespucci wrote
to Machiavelli how they were composed in and scattered about the
palace, Rome, August 25, 1501; the letter is printed in Villari,
Machiavelli, i. Doc. p. 560 f.
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paraded the streets shouting: “Long live the
illustrious Duchess of Ferrara! Long live Pope
Alexander!”

Caesar also came from Naples to Rome on
September 15, 1501, and here learnt that his troops
had taken Piombino. During his sojourn in the
Vatican the question concerning the future of the
Colonna estates was decided. The heads of the
family still remained in Naples: Fabrizio and
Prospero had first followed the King to Ischia, and
then, dismissed by him, had not hesitated to enter
Gonsalvo’s service as condottieri On August 20
the Pope pronounced the ban against the Colonna
and Savelli, and confiscated their property! On
September 17 he then divided the entire possessions
of the Colonna, Savelli and Gaetani, of the barons
of Pojano and Magenza, and the Estouteville, be-
tween two little children of the Borgia family.
Rodrigo, the two years old son of Lucrezia and the
murdered Alfonso, received Sermoneta, Ninfa,
Norma, Albano, Nettuno, Ardea, and other places.
A second child, Giovanni Borgia, the offspring of
the Pope himself, was provided with Nepi, Palestrina,
Paliano, Rignano and other towns? The Pope

1 See the long bull Dudum iniquitatss filii : Rayn., n. 17. Among
the Colonna is mentioned also Pompeius, the afterwards celebrated
cardinal. Cardinal Giovanni was deprived of his estates,

2 Jokes de Borgia Infans Dux Nepesinus, about three years old.
For all further particulars see my work Lucresia Borgia, which
also contains the disgraceful bulls of the Pope of September 1, 1501,
In the first he legitimised Giovanni as the son of Caesar, in the
second he acknowledged the child as his own. Rodrigo, as Duke

of Sermoneta, received 28 towns, Giovanni, as Duke of Nepi, 26.
The Cardinals of Alessandria and Cosenza were procurators for
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raised Palestrina, Nepi and Sermoneta into duchies;
he conferred the Abbey of Subiaco with its eighteen
fortresses in perpetuity on the Borgia family. The
bull was signed by the nineteen cardinals who were
then present, among them Caraffa, Sanseverino,
Cesarini, Farnese, Pallavicini and Medici, the last
of whom had returned to Rome from his travels for
pleasure in Germany and France. No one ventured
on any remonstrance. In this wise Alexander VI.
suppressed the Ghibelline nobility of Latium, whose
services he had previously employed against the
Orsini.  The turn of these Guelf nobles was to follow
presently ; but meanwhile they still served as useful
instruments in Caesar’s army, or stood in French
pay. Almost the entire State of the Church was by
this time a possession of the Borgia. Caesar owned
the Romagna and other territories; the ancient
hereditary estates of the Roman barons were held
by other members of the house. It was an en-
tirely new condition of things in the annals of the
Church. ’

On September 25 the Pope went with Caesar to
Nepi and Civita Castellana, and again Madonna
Lucrezia took her father’s place in the Vatican.

The fall of Aragon, the crimes which accompanied
it, Caesar’s presence, the shameless advancement of
the house of Borgia, and finally its unexampled good
fortune, all appeared both in Rome and the papal
palace to have removed the last barrier which

these children. Burkard calls Giovanni’s mother gnacdam Romana,
Sigismondo de’ Conti, Hist., xiv. 249, says of the Pope : ¢tiam in
extrema aetate liberis operam dabat.



482 BEGINNING OF SIXTEENTH CENTURY. [Bx. x1mm.

prudence is accustomed to hold between crime and
its publicity.!

The marriage of Lucrezia with the hereditary
prince of Ferrara, the widower of Anna Sforza, was
concluded at the Pope’s desire at the intervention of
the King of France, to whom the Este were entirely
devoted. The oldest house in Italy could not feel
otherwise than dishonoured by union with Borgia’s
bastard daughter, a woman of doubtful reputation,
and one who had been already married three times.
But after long hesitation, and in spite of the
warning of the emperor, fear compelled Ercole and
his son to consent. In Ferrara the Pope acquired a
support for Caesar. He hoped to conquer Florence
for his son, and for this undertaking Pozzi, the
Ferrarese orator, even proposed the aid of Alfonso,
the hereditary prince.2

Sigismund, Ferdinand and Cardinal Ippolito, the
younger brothers of Alfonso, came to Rome to

11 pass over, as unworthy of consideration, the anecdotes de
convivio 50 meretricum and the like, in which, for the rest, Burkard,
Matarazzo and the letter to Silvio are agreed. Even although
chroniclers and poets enlighten us as to the corruption of the time,
feeling revolts at accepting many of their statements as true. Con-
cerning the proceedings in the Vatican, Agostino Vespucci wrote to
Machiavelli: Restavams dive, che si nota per qualchewno, che, dal
Papa infuori, che vi ha del continuo sl suo greggic sllecito, ogns sera
XXV. femine et piss, da lavemaria ad una hova, sono portate in
Palazo, in groppa di gualcheuno, adeo che manifestamente ds tutto 51
Palaso, 2 factosi postribulo dogni spurcitie (Rome, July 16, 1501, in
Villari, Machiavelli, i Doc. p. 680).

3 In which proposal the Pope apparently acquiesced. Pozi to
Ercole, Rome, January 5, 1502. Este Archives at Modena; Car-
teggio di Pozzi Giovan Luca da Pontremoli (afterwards Bishop of
Reggio).
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receive the bride. These nobles with several hun-
dred horsemen halted at the Ponte Molle, where
they were awaited by the magistrates of the city
with 2000 horse and people on foot. Caesar appeared
riding a charger, whose trappings were valued at
10,000 ducats. He was preceded by 2000 men and
followed by 2000 more. Nineteen cardinals, each
with a retinue of 200 horsemen, received the guests
at the Porta del Popolo. The ceremonies of recep-
tion lasted two hours, when the festal cavalcade,
which formed an entire army, proceeded to the
Vatican amid the roar of cannon.!

The marriage was celebrated on December 28, Marriage
Ferdinand of Este acting as proxy for the bridegroom. %fof'g‘:a"ﬁ:?
Strains of music summoned Lucrezia from her palace ‘gs‘ft‘:’m'
to S. Peter's. Alexander’s bewitching daughter ap- 35, rso1.
peared in a dress of gold brocade; her train was
carried by maids of honour, and she was followed by
fifty noble Roman ladies. Her golden hair, floating
over her shoulders, was only confined by a black silk
ribbon ; her neck was encircled by a string of pearls.

She was thus led by the brothers Este to her father
in the Aula Paolino, where the ceremony was per-
formed by thirteen cardinals. Cardinal Ippolito
presented his beautiful sister-in-law with a valuable
ring and a casket, which contained a bridal ornament
of sparkling jewels, the heirlooms of the haughty
house of Este. After the marriage festival and
banquet several days were passed in races, tourna-
ments, hunting and dramatic representations, at the
expense of the discontented city.

1 Account from Sanuto, in Brown, ii. 1g0.
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.On January 6, 1502, Lucrezia left the Vatican
with her escort of honour. The papal court, the
cardinals, envoys, nobles and people escorted her
through the Porta del Popolo. The Cardinal of
Cosenza, Francesco Borgia, undertook the courteous
duty of acting as legate of Madonna’s progress
through the State of the Church. She was protected
by an escort of 600 cavalry. The cortége was not
only everywhere maintained at the expense of the
towns, but pageants were celebrated in its honour.
A representation of the story of Paris was given at
Foligno in a procession of triumphal cars, The
mythical prince gallantly repeated his classic judg-
ment; he now awarded the apple to Lucrezia, since
her beauty surpassed that of all other goddesses.!
In order to please Caesar, who was soon enough to
reward him for his chivalrous services, the Duke of
Urbino escorted Lucrezia from his capital onwards,
At Bologna she was received by the Bentivogli.
Fear everywhere extorted the like magnificent
festivals and honours.

When, like a queen, Lucrezia entered Ferrara on
February 2, it was not with empty hands. Besides
her dowry of 100,000 gold ducats, she brought to her
husband as a present from her father the towns of
Cento and Castel della Pieve, and what was more,
the security of his own states® Ferrara celebrated
festivals of fabulous magnificence, in which the

! Pozzi, Foligno, January 13, 1502.

% On September 17, 1501, Alexander had ratified Ferrara as a
duchy, and for Ercole, Alfonso and the children which should be
bomn to him and Lucrezia, had reduced the annual tribute from
4000 ducats to 100 florins. Bull in Theiner, Cod. Dipl., iii. n. 427.
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whole of pagan Olympus was called into requisition.
But the tone of the marriage proceedings was per-
functory and cold! The daughter of the Borgia
brought with her the memory of a painful past, and
reports had preceded her, which, even if unfounded,
would have thrown any noble-minded woman into
agonies of distress. She may have been glad to
exchange Rome for less corrupt Ferrara, and here
she outlived the fall of the Borgia. Few women
in history have exercised so great a fascination on
contemporary and after generations as Lucrezia,
who only required wider opportunities to become a
Cleopatra. The figure of the Pope’s daughter be-
tween her terrible father and brother, in part their
tragic victim and an object of pity, in part a seduc-
tive siren, and lastly a penitent Magdalen, exercises
a charm on the imagination by the mystery which
surrounds her, and in the obscurity of which guilt
and innocence struggle for supremacy, while in the
background stands the ever-interesting spectacle
of the Vatican. As Duchess of Ferrara Lucrezia
Borgia renounced the passions of her early life.
Like her mother Vanozza, she abandoned herself
to devotion and works of Christian piety. She thus
spent tranquil years with Alfonso (to whom she
bore several children) until her death on June 24,
1519. But during this period no one ever looked
into her soul, where it is hard to believe that the
terrible spectres of memory were ever laid to rest.

! Nogse fredde. We may read what Isabella of Este, sister of

Alfonso, wrote to her husband Gonzaga at Mantua ; she congratulates
him that he was not present. Archiv. Stor., il 303.
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Caesar now remained the sole ruler of the will of
the father, whom he had placed in a position of
isolation. The Pope even condescended to become
his tool. Caesar was the absolute tyrant of Rome,
which he filled with police and spies. Even to
speak against him was high treason. A mas-
querader expiated the liberty by the loss of hand
and tongue, which were nailed together. The
Venetian ambassador was unable to save a fellow-
citizen who had circulated a pamphlet. The man
was strangled and thrown into the Tiber. Even
the Pope himself, not very sensitive in such matters,
censured his son on this occasion. His words are
worthy of remark. “The Duke,” he explained to
the envoy, “is a good-natured man, but he cannot
tolerate affronts. I have often told him that Rome
is a free city, and that everyone may write and
speak as he pleases. Evil is even spoken of me,
but I let it pass.” The Duke replied: “Rome is
accustomed to write and speak; it is well, but I
will teach such people repentance.” The Pope
finally reminded him how much he himself had
forgiven, and especially at the time of Charles
VIIL’s invasion, so many cardinals, whom the King
himself had called his betrayers. “I could,” he said,
“have sentenced the vice-chancellor and Cardinal
Vincula to death, but I did not wish to harm any-
one, and I have forgiven fourteen great nobles.” !

1 Beltrando Costabili to Ercole I.,, Rome, February 1, 1502,
Archives of Modena : E¢ Aavendoli dicio che Roma ke Terva libera
ot che Ii Re comsuetudine de dive, et de scrivere como I'homo vole, Et
che anche de la Santstd sua se dice male, ma chs lei lascia dive, . . .
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On February 17 he embarked with his son and Alexander

six cardinals for Piombino. He wished to see the goem
fortresses that Caesar had built there, and perhaps §'9,.
also to acquaint himself with the designs entertained Feb. x150a.
against Florence and Pisa. He could leave Rome
with an easy mind, for the city never rose in the
name of morality or freedom against the Borgia.
He passed the first night at Palo, the second at
Corneto, where he occupied Vitelleschi’s palace.
Festivals were given in his honour at Piombino;
he was present at the performance of beautiful
dancing girls, a form of amusement that he had
greatly favoured in his younger days. On Feb-
ruary 25 he sailed for Elba, and on March 1
left to return to Piombino. The sea was so rough
that he was again threatened with drowning on
the same coast where he had formerly suffered
shipwreck, when returning from the Spanish legation.
With difficulty he reached Porto Ercole. Here he
scorned to enter an English vessel, which would
have borne him in safety through the storm. The
sea was still high when he set forth on March 5;
but he remained calmly on board, devouring the
fish that was set before him. From Palo, where he
spent the night, he continued the journey to Rome
on horseback. He returned on March 11. No
one came to greet him. It was night and he did
not wish for any reception. The household of the
palace, however, caused trumpets and pipes to be
sounded.!

1 Date of the departure : Beltrando to Ercole, Rome, February 16,
1502.—K? nemo vemst ¢i obviam (Burkard), This is explained by
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Alexander at this time provided S. Angelo with
artillery, which he had bought from the inventory
of the ex-King Frederick from Ischia, for 50,000
ducats. The fortress had been restored after the
explosion, and with the Torre di Nona formed the
dreaded prisons, where hundreds of victims of the
Borgia pined. Here languished the young Astorre
Manfredi with his brother Octavian and other com-
panions in misfortune. On June 9 their bodies
were recovered from the Tiber, where, after having
been strangled, they had been thrown by Caesar’s
orders. No victim of the monster merited greater
compassion than the innocent and handsome youth
from Faenzal

On June 13 (1502) Caesar left Rome to continue
his bloody work in the Romagna. He had done
much, but much was still to do. The Roman
territory as well as the city, sunk in death-like
stillness, now obeyed the Borgia. The power of all
the barons was ruined in Latium ; they wandered
as exiles through the world. In Tuscany the
Orsini adhered to the Borgia; but their hour was
to come. In Central Italy, Caesar already owned

Beltrando, Rome, March 11, 1502 : per esser sera sua Santitd non ha
voluto essere incontyata da alcuno, et ke intrato per la vigna.

! Reperts sunt in Tibers soffocati ac mortui A.D. Faventiae juven,
XVIIL anwor. in circa, pulchrae formae et staturac cum balista
ad collum, et duo juvenes per dracksa simul ligats, unus X V. annor.,
et alius XXV., et prope eos evat quaedam femina, et multi alis,
Burkard. Guicciardini expresses his suspicion of a still more dia-
bolical crime against Astorre, v, 259. According to Vettori, /7 Sacco
di Roma, p. 454, Caesar caused him to be strangled by Bianchino da
Pisa, i/ guale adoperava per ministro in simili crudelta,
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a great part of the Romagna, whose territories were
crushed under the iron hand of his cruel lieutenant
Don Ramiro d’Orco. In the Maremma Piombino
formed the basis of his operations against Pisa and
Florence. “The house of Este, to which he was so
closely related, protected him on the Po. His aim
was now to rally all his forces, and set up as King
on the throne of Central Italy.

The latter half of 1502, and the first of the
following year reveal the terrible spectacle of
Caesar’s actions on both sides of the Apennines.
He appears therein as a destroying angel of such
diabolical cunning as to make us shudder at the
depravity of human nature. His victims, however,
scarcely waken compassion. The greater part in
the fulness of their sins were ripe for the sickle
of such a reaper. In their own spheres the petty .
tyrants resembled Caesar Borgiain craft and wicked-
ness. The hideous tragedy of the Baglioni in
Perugia, the carnage on the night of July 14, 1500,
when Carlo Barciglia murdéred his kinsman Guido,
and Guido’s sons Astorre and Gismondo and others
in their sleep, and the terrible revenge taken by
Giampolo, suffice to show in what seas of blood
the Italian tyrants were steeped at this time, and
how necessary it was that there should arise a
destroyer such as Caesar.

Following the example of Gonsalvo at Naples, he
first gained Urbino by the most audacious fraud.
Guidobaldo, deceived by letters of the Pope and his
son, disarmed himself in order to lend Caesar the aid
of his troops, and then saw the traitor suddenly ap-
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pear at Cagli as an enemy. He fled across mountain
and river until he reached Mantua. His young heir
Francesco Maria Rovere escaped by other routes.
On June 21, 1502, Caesar occupied the whole of the
defenceless state of Urbino.! He himself went thither
and seized all objects of value in Federigo’s magnifi-
cent palace. These were estimated at 150,000 ducats.
Part of the splendid library he ordered to be packed
and sent to Cesena, where he himself had already
formed a library? By like treachery he acquired
Camerino. He caused the tyrant of the place, Julius
Caesar Varano, the murderer of his brother Rodolfo,
to be thrown with his two sons into prison. Hence-
forward he called himself: Caesar Borgia of France,
by the grace of God Duke of the Romagna and of
Valence and Urbino, Prince of Andria, Lord of Piom-
bino, Gonfaloniere and Captain-general of the Holy
Roman Church.®? The cities trembled, the magistrates

1 Communal Archives of Urbino: Memorie de guanto si fece dal
Duca Guidobalds ¢ suoi Popoli —mnel tempo che sl Duca Valentino
prese gwel Stato, Communal Archives of Fano: Lsbri des Consigls,
A.D. 1502, June 22. Guidobaldo describes his flight in a letter
to Cardinal Julian from Mantua, June 28, 1502. Dennistoun, i
385. In September Guidobaldo and Elisabetta went from Mantua
to Venice, whence several letters of both are dated: Gonzaga
Archives,

3 According to Jacob Ziegler, Acta Pagarum (Ranke, Dent. Gesch.
im Zeitalt. der Reform., Fifth edition, vol. ii. 364), Caesar
sent the library of Urbino to Rome ; this is, however, probably a
mistake,

8 C. B. de Francia, dei gr. Dux Romandiole Valentiequs et
Urbini, princeps Handyie, Dom. Plumbini, etc., ac S. R. E. Gon-
falonerius et Capitan. Gener. . . . Dat. in castris ad Sirmignanum
die V. m. Julii MDII, Ducatus vero nri. romandiole I1.,t0 Vandino
de Vandinis de Faventia, whom he appoints his lieutenant for
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prostrated themselves before him in the dust. Flat-
terers exalted him to the skies as another Caesar.!
His government was energetic and wise, For the
first time the Romagna enjoyed peace and freedom
from its vampires. Justice was administered in
Caesar’s name by Antonio of Monte Sansovino as
president of the Ruota of Cesena. He was a man
universally beloved. Neither did one of the greatest
intellects of Italy scorn to enter his service : Leonardo
da Vinci became his architect and engineer, and was

Gubbio. Communal Archives of \Gubbio, Lib»% Reform., A.D,
102-1506, fol. 12, and other letters there and in the Palazzo Com-
munale at Fano.—The King of Spain had invested him with the
Duchy of Andria; so Beltrando informs Ercole I,, Rome, March
27, 1502.

1 In the Palazzo Communale at Fano I found (L:. ref. Vol A.
1§01-1503) a poem of the chancellor of the town, which says, that
flight was no longer possible before Caesar’s arms :

Quocungue en fugias Caesar Dux Inclytus instat,

Caesar ubique manet : Caesar Dominator ubique

Syderibus tutus, Fatis et tutus amicis—

Pontifice adjutus, Gallorum alque impetu magno—

Nullus cum aequabit : sua nec Regalia gesta ;

Caesaris smperium nostys ducis ecce per ommnem

Italiam jam jam colitur ; procedsit: amatur—

Non alium volumus Dominum : nec querimus [ullum]

Nos gquam Cacsarum Jubar Hoc Regumgue Ducumque ;

Omnipotensque preces nostras exaudiat omnes,

Caesar in aeternum vivat Dux Borgia semper !
Court flatterers extolled the greatness of Caesar, who extended his
favour to artists and literary men. Among these were his eloquent
private secretary Agapito Gerardini of Amelia, Battista Orfino of
Foligno, Francesco Sperulo of Camerino, Pier Francesco Justolo of
Spoleto, who wrote Latin panegyrics upon him. Justuli Spoletans
opera ; ed. Rome, 1510, Spoleto, 1855, See concerning him Cesare
Borgia, Duca di Romagna, by Edoardo Aloisi, Imola, 1878, p.
98 f, 150 £



Failure of
Caesar's
attempt on
Tuscany.

492 BEGINNING OF SIXTEENTH CENTURY. [Bk. xuL

to build the fortress of the Romagna for him. It is
possible that Caesar’s daemonic nature may have
attracted the vigorous character of Leonardo, who,
in the service of Ludovico Sforza, had already been
witness of terrible events. The men of that age
breathed another moral atmosphere than ours.!

The Duke was aided in his enterprise by several
petty tyrants, whom he had taken into his pay, such
as Vitellozzo Vitelli and the Orsini. Vitellozzo,
raised by the Pope to be Count of Montone on May
1, 1502, the deadly enemy of the Florentines, had
taken Arezzo as early as June, and in July conquered
Borgo S. Sepolcro in Caesar’s name. Giampolo
Baglione, the banished Medici, and Pandolfo
Petrucci, first tyrant of Siena, united with him to
work the ruin of Florence. Under pretext of
restoring the Medici, Caesar determined to seize
Tuscany. The Florentines appealed to France for
protection, and Lewis XII, who regarded the
annexations of the upstart with misgivings, again
commanded him to halt and sent troops to Tuscany.

Couriers informed the Pope of every success of his
son. He caused the city to be illuminated when he
heard of the fall of Camerino. Cardinal Ferrari, a
man of harpy-like avarice, and formerly the most
active tool of the Pope in financial matters, died at
this juncture, An infallible white powder ended his

1 Caesar’s letter, dat, Papiae, A.D. 1502 to all his lieutenants
and captains : Comandamo che al nro. prestantmo et dilectmo famili-
are Arvchetetto et Ingegnere Generale Leonardo Vinci dessa ostensore
—debbiano dare per tutto passo libero. . . . In Carlo Amoretti,
Memor, Stor, su la vita di Lionardo da Vinci, p. 8s.
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days, and his wealth fell into the hands of the
Borgia. Epitaphs were showered on the Cardinal’s
coffin and were scattered about the Vatican.
Burkard has collected twenty-five of the wittiest,
and they still serve to transport the reader back to
the atmosphere of that time.! No one stood higher in
Alexander’s confidence than this Modenese. A few
months before his death, he ventured to show the
Pope a lampoon that had been written against him,
and his audacity perhaps proved fatal to him. The
accusation came, it is said, from Germany, in the Lampoon
form of a printed letter, which a banished Roman 5§35,
from the Spanish camp before Taranto had Vlandthe
addressed to Silvio Savelli, who dwelt in exile at Borgias.
Maximilian’s court. Burkard has also preserved
this letter, which is an authentic document concern-
ing the conditions of Rome under the rule of the
Borgia. No other writing has so well depicted the
crimes of these men, their policy in great and little,
and the state of terror in which the city shuddered,
filled as it was with murderers. At the close the
author—probably one of the Colonna—appeals to
the princes of Europe to deliver the world from this
scourge.?
Y Hic Baplista jacet, cujus potuere cadaver
Sub terra haeredes condere, non scelera.
Hac Janus Baptista jacet Fervarius urna :
Terva habust corpus, Bos bona, Styx animam.
Ne dicas, sit terva levis, nec spargite floves :
Nummos, si requiem mi dare vis, numera.
8 Magnifico D, Sylvio de Sabellis apud Ser. Romanor. Regem—

datum Tarewti ex Castris Regiis, die XV. Nov. (i.e. 1501). The
Pope mentions this Sylvio in his bull of excommunication against the
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5. LEwis XII. IN NorTH ITALY—THE ENEMIES OF THE
BORGIA AND CAESAR HASTEN TO HiM—DEFECTION OF
THE CoNDOTTIERI—HE oUTwITs THEM—THE PoPE
THROWS CARDINAL ORSINI INTO PRISON—CAESAR IN
UMBRIA—THE ORSINI LEADERS ARE EXECUTED—
CAESAR BEFORE SIENA—REVOLT OF THE BARONS IN
LATIUM—CAESAR IN THR PATRIMONY—CARDINAL
ORSINI POISONED—CAESAR IN ROME—CAPITULATION
OF CAERE—JOHN JORDAN CONCLUDES A TREATY—
CARDINAL MICHIEL POISONED — STRAINED RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE POPE—GONSALVO
DEFEATS THE FRENCH IN NAPLES--NEGOTIATIONS BE-
TWEEN THE BORGIA AND SPAIN—FALL oF TROCHIO
—CREATION OF CARDINALS—THE FRENCH ARMY
SETS FORTH AGAINST NAPLES—DEATH OF ALEX-
ANDER VI, AUGUST 1§503.

Meanwhile events in Naples recalled Lewis XII.
to Italy, for the war concerning the sole possession
of the criminally acquired booty had broken out
between France and Spain. On the King’s arrival
in Asti at the end of July 1502, several nobles of
Italy, enemies or victims of the Borgia, hurried to
him in complaint. Cardinal Orsini also fled to him

Colonna and Savelli, Perhaps the best of the epigrams against
Alexander was produced at this time.
Vendit Alex. claves, altaria, christum,
Emerat slle prius, vendere jure polest.
De vitio in vitium, de flamma crescit in sgnem,
Roma sub Hispano deperit Imperio.
Sextus Tarquinius, Sextus Nero, Sextus et Iste.
Semper sub Sextis perdita Roma fuit,
These verses also came to Germany, and with several other
epigrams on the popes may be found in Ziegler's Ac/a Pagarum.
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from Rome. The monarch gave ear to all. Caesar
also hastened to his presence after having previously
taken counsel with his father in Rome, and met
the King at Milan in August. With irresistible Le;v‘Llel.
skill he won to his side Cardinal Amboise, who A,,g.ﬂ,‘s';;.
may possibly already have entertained hopes of
the tiara, and finally the King himself, whom he
accompanied to Genoa.

The intentions of the Duke concerning Bologna,
suspicion as to the plans of the Pope, who wished
to entice the Orsini to leave Caesars camp and
come to Rome, terrified all those petty tyrants,
hitherto Caesar’s allies or condottieri, to whom they
so thoughtlessly had lent their arms for the over-
throw of Montefeltre and Varano. They told
themselves that they would be defeated one after
another, unless they took common measures for
their safety. The Orsini, Charles bastard of
Virginius, Paul son of Cardinal Latinus, Cardinal
Giambattista himself, Francesco, Duke of Gravina,
Vitellozzo Vitelli, Oliverotto the cruel tyrant of
Fermo, the artful murderer of his uncle and bene-
factor, Giampolo Baglione of Perugia, Pandolfo
Petrucci of Siena, the Bentivogli of Bologna took
counsel in person or by deputy in La Magione
near Perugia. They collected a force of 10,000 men The Con-
and suddenly raised their arms against Caesar. His :‘s’;":;mm
general Ugo Moncada was killed at Fossombrone,g::;
and it was with difficulty that Michelotto escaped.
Guidobaldo from Venice and Giovanni Maria
Varano from Aquila immediately returned to their
estates, which joyfully received them. The rebellious
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captains seized several fortresses, advanced to Fano
and threatened to shut up the Duke in Imola.

The defection of his condottieri exposed Caesar to
the gravest danger, since their decisive action would
have shattered his power and driven all the enemies
of the Borgia as far as Rome to revolt. In their
necessity the Pope and his son turned to the King
of France, and Lewis, who believed that he required
the Borgia in the war against Naples, came to their
rescue. He commanded Chaumont to advance with
some troops against Imola, and effected a reconcilia-
tion between Caesar and the irresolute condottieri.
Meantime the Florentines, whom these leaders had
invited to join them, refused the alliance from hatred
to the Vitelli and Orsini, relations of the Medici, as
well as from want of confidence in the success of the
revolt. On the contrary they sent Machiavelli, their
secretary, to Imola, to secure peace and to give the
harassed duke assurances of friendship. Here the
great thinker found himself for the first time in the
neighbourhood of the dreaded man, whom he made
the ideal of his “ Prince.”? The Duke of Ferrara
also offered to send troops to the Pope, if he were

1 S. Leo rose on October 8, On the 15th Paul Orsini entered
Urbino, He announced the fact to the Doge Loredano : Urbini
15. Oct. 1502, Sanuto’s Diar., iv. 132, Guidobaldo returned on the
18th, Memorie in the Communal Archives of Urbino. Vita ds
Guidobaldo, vol. ii.

3 Legasione al Duca Valentino (first account, Imola, October 7),
and Descriz. del modo tensto dal D. Valentino nell’ ammazsare Vitel
lozzo, Oliverotto, etc. Report to the Ten ; both accounts in vol. ii.,
Legasioni & Commissarie di N. Machiavelli, Edition of L. Passerini
and G. Milanesi, Florence and Rome, 1875.
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reduced to straits by the revolt of the Orsinil
Already in January 1502 Alexander had prudently
caused Civita Castellana to be fortified, in order, he
said, to serve as a refuge for himself and the
cardinals, or after his death for his son. On
September 17 he inspected the new fortress.?

Terrified by the menaces of France, divided
among themselves, entangled amid the artifices of
the Borgia, the condottieri consented to a separate
contract with Caesar. On October 25 Paul Orsini
came to Imola, where he concluded a treaty. All
the others returned to the pay of the man who had
already brought them to the brink of ruin. When
this treacherous reconciliation was accomplished on They allow
October 28, Cardinal Orsini, warned in vain, went to ey
Rome in November, in response to an invitation lg)cemr
contained in letters from the Pope. Bentivoglio, e
whom Alexander had likewise invited, fortunately
remained behind, either from suspicion or because
he was prevented by the Bolognese. Guidobaldo,
finding himself defenceless, was forced to come to
an understanding with Caesar, and again left his
father’s palace a fugitive on December 8. In like
manner the son of that Varano, who had been
strangled by Michelotto at Pergola on October 18,
fled from Camerino.®

Scarcely did Caesar find himself saved, when with

1 Ercole to Beltrando in Rome, October 19, 1502.

3 Beltrando to Ercole, January 10, 1502. The same to the same,
September 17, 1502. The Pope returned to Rome on September 19.

3 On December 7, 1502, Alexander by a bull commanded the

people of Camerino to expel the Varani ; Dante dal Re, Discorso
critico sus Borgia (Arch. della Societ, Romana, 1881, iv. 106).
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silent contempt he spread a net to entangle the
duped condottieri. They had already helped him
once more to drive Montefeltre and Varano from
their states, whither they had been summoned by
these nobles themselves. They then consented to
undertake the subjugation of Sinigaglia, while the
French auxiliaries were unexpectedly recalled.
From the time of Sixtus IV. Sinigaglia had belonged
to the Prefect Giovanni Rovere, husband of Joanna
of Montefeltre, a sister of Guidobaldo. On the
death of Guidobaldo in 1501, Alexander had ratified
his son Francesco Maria (aged 11) in the prefecture
of the city. The young heir of Urbino, brought by
his uncle in his earlier flight to a place of safety,
now found himself with his mother in the fortress of
Sinigaglia, which the afterwards celebrated Andrea
Doria defended against the condottieri. Doria first
sent the princess and her son by sea to Venice at
the end of December 1502, then went himself to
Florence. He ordered his lieutenant to defend the
fortress. The condottieri now demanded its sur-
render ; the lieutenant explained that only to the
duke would he deliver up the keys! They thought-
lessly summoned their destroyer, forgetting that a
deeply injured enemy could never become a sincere
friend. )

The cunning with which Caesar entrapped his
victims is less surprising than the utter blindness
with which men expert in every crime fell into the
snare. Leaving neighbouring Fano, the duke com-
manded them to remove their troops to the district

1 Ricotti, Compan, ds ventura, ii. 340.
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of Sinigaglia, since he himself with his forces wished

to occupy quarters in the town. They foolishly
obeyed him. When Caesar now appeared before
Sinigaglia on December 31, he greeted the nobles He en-
with hypocritical cordiality. A good genius warned 3’;‘::;;“
them in vain. As if under a spell, they stumbled them in

into the dragon’s mouth. Vitellozzo came without %eni.g;gx],m'
armour, dejected and filled with foreboding, but he "
came! The Duke invited the captains into the

palace where he had taken up his abode, and
scarcely had they entered when they found them-

selves surrounded by soldiers. Vitellozzo killed

one; he, Oliverotto, Paul Orsini and the Duke of
Gravina were seized. Pandolfo Petrucci escaped.
Caesar ordered the troops of the prisoners, to be
disarmed, while he sacked Sinigaglia. Vitellozzo Vitellozzo
and Oliverotto were strangled in the evening, it was Sierotto
said, sitting on two chairs back to back. They died2® . .
without dignity. Oliverotto in tears threw all the

blame on Vitellozzo, and Vitellozzo in his last hour
expressed no nobler thought than the desire to
receive absolution from the Pope—from an Alex-

ander V.12

1 In Sinigaglia Machiavelli was a witness of the treachery,
which he held justifiable. — He depicts Caesar’s cunning in his
Decennalt, i, :

E per pigliare i suoi nemici al vischio,
Fischid sacvemente, ¢ per ridurli
Nella sua tana, guesto bavalischio.

3 His brother Paul had been executed, his brothers John and Camillo
had fallen in war. For particulars, see Descrisione del modo. . . .
After the death of Liverotto, the town of Fermo was obliged to
beg the Pope to give it Caesar as lord. But Alexander, instead,
bestowed Fermo on Lucrezia’s son, Don Rodrigo, Documents from



500 BEGINNING OF SIXTEENTH CENTURY, [Bk. xum.

The events that should have proved unfortunate
to Caesar consequently redounded to his advantage.
After having made use of their services, he had with
one stroke rid himself of his enemies, even of the
Orsini. Not only could he now demand from the
world recognition of his sagacity ; he was also able
to give a show of justice to his action. The same
day he sent couriers to various powers of Italy, to
explain that he had anticipated his betrayers and
rewarded their treachery as it deserved! His
messenger arrived in Rome on January 3, 1503,
where the most extravagant festivals were fn
progress, Carnival having begun at Christmas time.?
On the news that the coup had succeeded, that some
of the victims were dead, others in chains, Alexander
on his side bestirred himself to effect the concerted

the Archives of Fermo (Akuni Docum. della Storia di Fermo relatsvi
a Liverotto ed ai Borgia, by G. Fulvi, 1875).

1 i ko prevenuto et facti presons tulls ad um tratto per smpomere
gualche fine alla infinita perfidia e malignitd lhoro del cke me rendo
certo che la Serenitd V. pigliera piacere — it was a good example.
To the Doge Loredano, Senogallic ultimo Decembris MCIII. Sanuto,
iv, 205. The Florentines and other princes immediately sent con-
gratulations on the success of the coup. Isabella of Mantua wrote
to him on January 15, and sent him 100 beautiful disguises for the
carnival. A scheme was on foot for a marriage between Isabella’s
eldest son and Caesar’s daughter.

3 Burkard (Cod. Chigi, fol. 184): Post prandium (December 25)
venerunt ad plateam S. Petri larvati, — habentes masos longos et
grossos in forma priaporum—unus in veste longa et capello antiguo
Cardinalari, guem bantur plures tamg capellani—equitabant
asinos—ostenderunt :: Papae. On December 24, 1502, the Pope
told his clergy that he would complete his seventy-first year on the
last day of December. He presented each with 80 ducats, rogarent
Deum quod ab co centum ducatos recipiant, guod faceret, si adhuc
X1V. annis supraviveret. 1bid.

[P
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capture! Letters from Caesar had exhorted him
to seize the Orsini, who were now in Rome. These
letters were read aloud to the Pope at night by his
secretary Adrian. And in order not to excite
Alexander’s suspicion, in case Cardinal Orsini Alexander
warned by others escaped, the secretary did not Cardind”
leave the Vatican. The Pope at once caused the g’sﬂ‘gﬁ;"
Cardinal to be informed that Sinigaglia had sur-
rendered. The following morning Orsini rode to
the Vatican to tender his congratulations. On the
way he met the governor of the city, who allowed it
to appear that the meeting was accidental. As soon
as the Cardinal entered the Sala del Papagallo, he
was surrounded by armed men. He turned pale;
he was conducted to the Borgia tower. At the
same time were arrested Rinaldo Orsini, the Arch-
bishop of Florence, the Protonotary Orsini, Jacopo
Santa Croce, a relation of Virginius, and the Abbot
Bernardino d’Alviano, a brother of the celebrated
Bartolommeo. The governor immediately rode to
the palace of Monte-Giordano, which he sacked.
The mother of the Cardinal, a woman of eighty,
tottered through the streets like a maniac; no one
ventured to offer her shelter? Her son was taken
to S. Angelo; his treasures to the Vatican.

On January 5 Don Jofré went with troops to
take possession of Monte Rotondo, other fortresses

! The same day Alexander wrote to the Florentines that Caesar
intended to conduct the Orsini to Civita Castellana : they were to
hold auxiliaries in readiness, and occupy all the passes, so that
Guidobaldo should not escape. Rome, January 3, 1503, signed
Hadrianus. Arck. Flor. Atts pubblict.

2 Sabellicus, Ennead., xi., lib. i., at the end, and Sanuto,

VOL. VIL 2K
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Alexander Of the Orsini, and Farfa, for at such price were the

selzes the  prisoners forced to purchase their life. S. Croce,

the Orsini. who had paid 20,000 ducats for his, was obliged to
accompany the Pope’s son to conclude the transfer.!
Thus the hour of ruin had come for the Orsini also.

In vain all the cardinals went to the Pope to sue
for grace for their colleague ; he replied that Orsini
was a traitor and a party to the conspiracy against
the Duke. Rome was thrown into deepest con-
sternation. Every day men in high position were
carried to S. Angelo. Every man of rank or
property feared to see his name on the proscription-
list. Even the Medici who dwelt in exile in Rome
trembled. Sinolfo, Bishop of Chiusi and Apostolic
Secretary, died of terror. On February 1 the head-
less trunk of a man, clad in scarlet, was found at the
Ponte Sisto. What was to be expected when
Caesar, the angel of destruction, came to Rome with
his troops.

The masterly capture of his condottieri inspired
universal respect for the power of the duke. Many
extolled him, even the King of France called it the
act of a Roman.? Caesar was indeed the dragon
that devoured the smaller serpents® As early as
January 1, 1503, he left Sinigaglia to march through
the territories of Central Italy, while the impression

1 Burkard and the orator Beltrando are in perfect accord as to this.

2 Aurebbe fatto un asione da Romano : Beltrando to Ercole, i.,
January 23, 1503.—Con bellissimo inganno ammasats gli Orsins, said
Jovius, afterwards, in the Vita di Cesare. ’

3 Et pour ce on donna & ce dit César pour devise un Dragon
devorant plusieurs serpents avec ces mots : unius compendsum alterius
stipendium. Brantdbme, Vies des komm. ill., ii. 222.
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of the recent terror was still fresh. The affrighted
tyrants fled before him like hunted animals; the
Vitelli from Cittd di Castello, Giampolo Baglione Cacsar
from Perugia. His cunning was feared, but not his Umbria,
sword; for the man who ruled half of Italy had
indeed laid siege to cities, but had never fought a
battle. Passing by Gualdo, he entered Umbria.
Cittd di Castello surrendered; Perugia offered him
the signory on January 6. He appointed Carlo
Baglione regent in the name of the Church, but
did not enter the city. His intentions were directed
against Siena, whither Petrucci had escaped. While
on his march he learnt (at Castel della Pieve) of the
arrest of the Cardinal, and on January 18 he caused
Gravina and Paul Orsini, whom he had brought
with him, to be strangled. Thus was Paul Orsini
punished for the imprudence he had committed
while in the service of the Borgia. In September
1498 he had caused his son Fabio to marry the
young Hieronyma, a sister of the Cardinal Giovanni
Borgia! Machiavelli accompanied Caesar as orator
of the Florentines, and the Duke ordered him to
induce the republic to make war on Siena, while
Alexander wrote hypocritical letters to Pandolfo.2

1 Deed of September 8, 1498 : Beneimbene, Book of Protocols.

2 Letters drawn up by the secretary Agapito (de’ Gherardi of
Amelia), preserved in the Archives of Gubbio, show that on January
2 Caesar was sn castris pontificits ad Corsmaldum, whence he
informed the magistrate of Perugia of what had taken place (Letter
in Vermiglioli, Vita di Malatesta Baglioni, App. 1.). On the 1oth
he was at Torsciano, on the 13jth at C. della Pieve, where peace was
proclaimed between him and Bentivoglio; on the 25th at Pienza.
See also the legation of Machiavelli, who accompanied him as far as
Cittd de Pieve.
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The Pope secretly both desired and feared the
enterprise against Siena, for the city stood under the
protection of France. He censured his son in public,
upbraiding him for doing everything for his own
advantage and of wishing to embroil him (the Pope)
with the whole of Italy. He affected to be so in-
censed that he even called him bastard and traitor,
and threatened him with excommunication. Mean-
while it was believed that he was angry because
the Duke asked him to send him 30,000 ducats at
oncel

Caesar caused some fortresses to be sacked in the
district of Siena; he sent letters to this city, and,
with the most appalling threats, required the
immediate banishment of Pandolfo. On January
28 the tyrant explained that he would depart for
the benefit of his native country, and the same day
went to Lucca. Obedient to treaty, Caesar now
quitted the territory of Siena, and surrendered the
spoils he had taken. His secretary, however, came
to the city and insisted that Pandolfo should be
proclaimed an exile.?

Urgent messengers summoned the Duke to the
Patrimony. For on both sides the Tiber the
remainder of the barons had risen to avenge the
fate of their relations and to avert their own. The
heads of the Orsini at this time were John Jordan,

1 Beltrando to Ercole, Rome, January 23, 1503.

2 Archives of Siena. Threatening letter from Caesar to the Balia,
in pontif. castris ad Piewtiam die XXVII, Jan. 1503 ; and Lestere
della Balia to Jacopo Piccolomini, which contain the account given
above in the text.
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Lord of Bracciano, and Nicholas, Count of Pitigliano,
John in the service of Naples, and Nicholas in the
pay of the Venetians. While they appealed to the
protection of their respective powers, their relations
formed an alliance, which was joined by the Savelli The
and some of the Colonna. Mutius Colonna and poman.
Silvius Savelli seized Palombara ; Fabio Orsini, son
of Paul, who had been strangled, and Julius, brother
of the imprisoned Cardinal, took up arms at Cervetri
and Bracciano. On January 23 the barons even
attacked Ponte Nomentano, when Rome rose in
commotion. The Pope brought troops into the
Vatican, but the Orsini were driven back! The
Archbishop Aldobrandini of Nicosia, a son of
Pitigliano, escaped from the city. It was here said
that John Jordan was coming from Naples; the
Pope required his surrender from France; the French
ambassador refused. Alexander in anger declared
that he would extirpate the entire house!? He shut
the doors of the fortress in suspicion and caused
Julius Orsini to be informed that he held him
responsible for the death of the Cardinal.

The duke now hastened to the Patrimony in the
beginning of February. The cities which had been
traversed by his soldiery, Aquapendente, Monte-
fiascone and Viterbo, were filled with horrors of
every description® The Orsini, too weak to resist,
everywhere fled; the terrified Savelli forsook them

1 Beltrando to Ercole, Rome, January 23, 1503.

2 Volemo exvadicar tale casa. Report in M. Sanuto, iv. fol. 208,

3 On February 12 Caesar wrote to the Cornetans, Viterbii in
Castris Pontificiis, Corneto Archives.
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and surrendered Palombaro to the Pope. Bracciano
alone was capable of serious resistance. On Feb-
ruary 16 the Pope sent artillery to besiege the castle,
which must be taken at any cost. Caesar, however,
was afraid of the King of France, who shielded John
Jordan, and consequently quarrelled with his father.

The Orsini Alexander openly complained of his son in con-

are pro-
tected in

Bracciano
by France.

sistory ; at the same time he advised the cardinals
to provide artillery for the defence of their palaces,
because an attack of the Orsini was to be feared.!
The approach of the Duke filled Rome with
terror. Cardinal Ippolito left the city in fear on
February 15 to return to Ferrara® Meanwhile
Cardinal Orsini, formerly the instrument of Alex-
ander VI.s elevation, remained in S, Angelo, a prey
to remorse and painful memories. His mother
daily sent him food, until she was at length for-
bidden. In vain the Cardinal offered large sums to
obtain his freedom ; in vain his mother did likewise.
One day she sent her son’s mistress in disguise to
the Pope with a valuable pearl that Alexander had
coveted. He took it and allowed her to send food
to her son. “But it was universally believed that
the Cardinal had already drunk of that cup which

1 On February 20 Burkard and the Venetian ambassador are
agreed on this. S7 dolse chel Ducha non wvolea andar contra Juan
Zordan dicendo la faremo nus Pimpresa el fa per el ve qual si doveria
bastar di fransa e lassar nus far di cose nostre. M. Sanuto, iv, 275,
of March 4.

2 Beltrando to Ercole, February 18, 1503. Burkard assigns as
reason : gropler sndignationem gquam Dux Valent. assumpsit contra
eum, quia sdem Card. diligebat et cognoscebat Principissam (namely
Sancia) sxorem fratris dict. Ducis, quam et tpse Dux cognoscebat
cornaliter,
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had been mixed for him at the Pope’s command.”
Nevertheless Alexander allowed the unfortunate

man to be told that he must be of good courage and

take care of his health. While poison was already Cardinal
coursing through his veins, the Pope declared to O'i"sf,‘,',ed,
the cardinals in consistory that he had ordered the Feb. 1503.
physicians to take the greatest care of the prisoner.

On February 15 it was reported that the Cardinal

was ill of fever; on the 22nd he died, while Caesar
remained at Sutri and besieged Caere, At the
command of the Pope forty torch bearers, the
governor Monsignor Adrian, and the prelates of

the palace accompanied Orsini’s remains to S,
Salvatore.!

Caesar himself came to Rome at the end of
February, but only went abroad masked. He is
supposed to have been thus present at a comedy
represented in the palace on February 272 All
the fortresses of the Orsini were now in the power
of the Duke, Bracciano, Caere and Vicovaro excepted.

And the Pope burned with impatience to see the
fall of these places also. Despatches from the King
of France, however, forbade any further injury to be
inflicted on John Jordan. The Duke consequently
would make no further move, and his hesitation

1 Papa commisit socio meo, ut Raberet curam funeris defuncts,
Ego nolui inleresse; mnolui emim sapere plusquam oporterel.
Burkard here breaks off his diary of the reign of Alexander VL. —The
orator Beltrando announces to Ferrara that the death had taken place
mezs'ora di notte del 22 Febr., The Cardinal had been ¢/ circha
12 d3. On February 22 Caesar dates from Sutri (Gubbio Archives).

3 Ma non si dimostra, et va im Mascherato, Beltrando, Rome,
ult, February 1503.
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irritated his father to such a degree that he issued
a brief ordering an immediate attack on Bracciano,
under threat of the ban and the loss of his fiefs.
Forced in this wise, the duke now determined, on
March 12, to go to Caere, before whose walls he had
left his lieutenants the Count Ludovico della Miran-
dola, Ugo Moncada and Michelotto Coreglia? He
only quitted Rome on April 6, and while on the way
learnt that the fortress, which was under Julius
Orsini, John Orsini and his son Renzo, had
capitulated. These nobles surrendered themselves
and the place to Caesar’s mercy; he immediately
conducted Julius Orsini to the Pope and begged for
his release.® Alexander now hoped to accomplish
the entire ruin of the Orsini, and it was only the
veto of France that temporarily protected the
family.

John Jordan, who had secretly arrived at Bracciano,
retired to Celle in the Abruzzi. The Pope made
him cunning overtures. In exchange for the Orsini
possessions in Roman territory, Alexander offered

1 This was merely a pre-arranged game, Beltrando to Ercole,
Rome, March 1, 1503.

% All three as capitans generali de lo fel. exercito dello Ilimo S.
Duca Valentino issued an order, dato in Campo ad Cere die 9. martss
1503, signed Michael Corella manu prop. Corneto Archives.

3 Caesar vaingloriously announced this act of magnanimity to
the Marquis of Mantua. E/—S. Julio Ursino, el quale eva dentro
con molts altrs signori, spontaneamente ne usci ¢t venne ad ritrovarce
con alcuni de Is predicti, vemetiendo la terva et persone dessi, a la
discretione et arbitrio nvo., et noi Aavemo hogsi conducto ¢l dicto sig.
Julio als Pedsi de la sanct. de mro. S. et si strectamente I havemo recom-
mandato ad S. Beat., che per respecto mro. lha receputo in gra. ¢
reposto in sua liberta. Ex urbe et palatio Aplico VII. Apr. MDIIL,
Cesar Dux Romandiolae Valentieque. Agapitus. Gonzaga Archives,
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the principality of Squillace or compensation in the
March of Ancona. On April 8, 1503, the Orsini
found himself obliged, by the mediation of the French {ohn

ambassador, to sign a treaty in which he accepted O

these proposals and received a passport for a j.ourney &fgfs a
to France. Here he could take counsel with the
King, his protector, concerning further particulars.!
Caesar returned to Rome. He was now the most
formidable man in Italy. His successes, the means
of the Church, his audacity and strength gave him
the appearance of a formidable power. Mercen-
aries and condottieri rushed to follow his fortunes.
Spaniards were installed as his overseers in almost
all the fortresses of the State of the Church. But
everything that he accomplished, he owed, not to
valour or military genius, but to crime and treachery.?
In these arts he was the master of his age, the entire
policy of which he corrupted.
He had advanced from crime to crime. On April aqr%i,nid
. . . . . ichiel
10 Cardinal Giovanni Michiel (nephew of Paul IL), poisoned,
April 1503.
1 Orsini Archives, T. 131. n. 14, Italian copy of the treaty. Die
sabb. VIII. April1503. Conuvenutipersonaliter nello Castello delle Celle
sub. JU. D. Joan. Jordano ¢d. D. Virginii de Ursinis. Envoy of
the Pope : D, Michele Romolines ; Orators of France : Roberto Ep.
de Rodo et lo magnf. Sig. D. Rogero de Gramonte. John Jordan
is entitled : de Aragonia comle de Tagliacosso Capit. Gen. de
Francia et sub ordine Sci Michaelis miles. The King would not
agree to these negotiations. The edict of Alexander VL., given in
Rome on April 11, which announces that a truce has been con.
cluded with the Orsini, is preserved in the Archives of Corneto.
3 Era el Duca in questo tempo ¢l primo capitano de ltalia, non
8id per grande intelligensa d’arme, ma per tradimento ¢ forsa de
denari, ¢ aveva redutte le guerve in quel tempo in tradimento, cke
ogni homo da lui aveva imparato. Matarazzo, p. 221,
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whose wealth Caesar had coveted, died of poison in
S. Angelo. Scarcely had he passed away when his
possessions, worth 150,000 ducats, were removed
from his house. The Pope was radiant in health
and prosperity. He seemed more than mortal
When he read Mass on April 17 people marvelled
at the sonorous strength of his voice! On April
24 he went with Caesar to Anguillara, to visit the
castles conquered from the Orsini. On May 11 he
also visited some of the estates which had formerly
belonged to the Colonna.?

As the Borgia looked on their work, they con-
fessed that their success was incredible. The two
factions of the nobility in Rome, never before kept
in check, were now shattered; all the remaining
barons, all the tyrants in the State of the Church
were exterminated or expelled ; Rome was reduced
to patient servitude; the Cardinals’ College to a
trembling obedient senate; the Curia to a corrupt,
serviceable instrument; powerful allies had been
acquired or were to be acquired with skill. Alex-
ander now contemplated bestowing the title of King
of the Romagna and March upon his son, but he
feared the opposition of France, which would not
tolerate a Borgian monarchy. Such a monarchy
might prove formidable, since it would unite the
spiritual with the secular authority. The Papacy

1 La Sant. Sua canta la messa in S. Pietro tanto armoniosamente,
el cum tania prosperitate de corpo ef de voce, che mon se polersa piss.—
et era in uno stato ds valida salute.  Beltrando to Ercole, Rome,
April 17, 1503.

2 The same to the same, April 24 and May 11,



Cu. v.] SUCCESSES OF THE BORGIA. SII

remained its centre, Christendom the source of
its finances. Of the two consummate masters of
diplomatic art, father and son, one was in a position
to cover with the shield of religion the misdeeds of
the other.

When, however, the Borgia surveyed the sphere of
their activities, they perceived that it did not extend
beyond the State of the Church, and even here was
interrupted by Bologna and Ferrara. They forged
plans against Tuscany, where Pisa in despair offered
the signory to Caesar. Informed of the fact, Lewis
XII. concluded a league between Florence, Siena,
Lucca and Bologna, which was also to support him
in Naples. Pandolfo Petrucci was thus enabled to
return to Siena as early as March 29, 1503, But
the divisions in the league strengthened Caesar’s
hopes, which were further encouraged by secret
negotiations with Spain. The turn of affairs in
Naples opened new prospects before him. For
Spain, at war with France, saw in Charles an ally,
and in the support of Spain Caesar beheld an
effective means of extorting concessions from Lewis
XII. A new field thus presented itself for the arts
of the statesman.

With the April of 1503 Gonsalvo had entered on
his brilliant campaign in Apulia, and the celebrated,
duel of February 13, with which it was inaugurated,
scemed a favourable omen. Thirteen Italians
triumphed over an equal number of Frenchmen, but
their victory, which still survives in song and story,
is inseparable from the shame involved in the fact
that the combat took place in the service of a foreign
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master, the conqueror of their country! Aubigny
and Nemours were repeatedly defeated. Gonsalvo
entered Naples on May 14, and the remains of the
French army sought refuge in the strongly fortified
Gaeta. Thus was Lewis XII. unfortunate in Naples,
like Charles VIII, and all the pretenders of the
house of Anjou. A French historian sees in his
disaster the hand of heaven, which punished the
King for his alliance with the infamous Borgia.? It is
indeed undeniable that, but for the protection .of
France, the crimes and greatness of the Borgia could
never have assumed such vast proportions. And the
King might now confidently await the thanks which
he had earned from his protégés.

They looked with satisfaction on the defeat of
France, and rejoiced over the victory of Spain.?
They could now exact a high price for their aid to
one or the other side. Lewis XII. equipped a new
army, which La Tremouille was to lead through

1 The thirteen Italians of the Disfda were taken from the brigade
of Fabrizio and Prospero Colonna ; among them were two of their
vassals, Michele Tosi from Paliano, and Giovanni Bragaloni from
Genazzano. The following epitaph may still be read in S. Panta.
leone in Rome : Lawdomie Jokis Brachalonsi Qui Inter Tredecim
Italos Cum Totidem Gallis Certavit Et Vicit Filias Framcisci Bisciae
V.]. D. Usx. Vixit Ann. LXIX. Obist Die V. Octob. MDLXXVII.
Bernardus Biscia V. J. D. Filius Matri Opt. Et Francisco Filiolo
Qui Vixit Dies XIII. Stbiqgue Et Suis Posust.

3 De Thou, Hist., i. c. 6. Qwod tam arctam cum Alex. VI. ad-
finstatem comtraxisset, et impuri patris omnmiquc scelerum gemere
coperti filii crudelitates, libidines, perfidiam, fortunas denique
Jovisset et ampliasset. Quid enim Italiae, guid orbi Christiano non
metuendum fuit, si res prospere sn Iltalia Gallis evenisset, et cum
[elicitate nostya Borgiarum fortuna adolevisset f

3 Beltrando to Ercole, Rome, June 17, 1503,
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Tuscany and Rome to Naples. His envoys de-
manded free passage through Roman territory and
the union of Caesar’s troops with those of France.
The Borgia in return required a free hand in Tus-
cany and the surrender of Bracciano. No agreement
was arrived at; prudence if not honour forbade the
King to betray Florence and Siena. The Borgia
themselves could neither drop the mask of friendship
nor risk an enterprise against Tuscany at a time
when the French army, strengthened by the league
of the cities, was in motion there. They conse-
quently explained that they had conceded a free
passage to the French, but would faithfully preserve
the neutrality of the State of the Church. Under
the cover of neutrality they could then attack
Tuscany, as soon as the French army was involved
in a fresh and presumably unfortunate expedition.
They meanwhile inclined towards Spain. The Pope
even allowed Gonsalvo to raise mercenaries in
Rome; he gave imperial envoys to understand that
if the Emperor joined Spain, he would do so
also.

Troche, Alexander’s secretary and favourite, may
possibly have betrayed the Spanish negotiations to
France. He escaped from the Vatican on May 18,
but was captured near Corsica by a vessel which had
been sent after him, was brought to Rome, and on
June 8 was strangled in a tower of Trastevere by Troche
Michelotto, while Caesar secretly looked on. The fnjiey,
unfortunate man had risen in recent years to the 1503
favour of the Pope, and, as his letters to the Mar-
chesa of Mantua prove, was a cultured man of
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humanistic tastes.! It was said that he incurred his
disastrous fate by complaining that he had not been
placed on the list of new cardinals. When the Pope
explained that the list had been made by Caesar
and that the duke would kill him for his speech, the
secretary hurriedly resolved on flight.? Jacopo Santa
Croce was also executed at this time; his body
remained on the Bridge of S. Angelo until evening,
while his property was confiscated. The terror was
so great that many Romans emigrated.

Money was raised for Caesar by the usual means.
His ever ready headsman, Michelotto Coreglia, a
Spaniard by birth, and the governor of the city,
with armed men forced an entrance into houses,
and seized the inhabitants under the pretext that
they were Marani. With the same object edicts
were promulgated against the Jews® On May 31

11 found two of his letters to the Marchesa in the Archives of
Mantua of September 1 and October 5, 1502. He signs himself
Fran. Trocke protonot. ap. manu propria. This is consequently his
name, and not Zrocchio or Troces. He writes genuine Tuscan,

8 Et dicendo Sua Beatit. chel Sre Duca havea facto la scripta,
sntendo chel se dolsse poi anche pits cum Sua Santitd del Sre Duca.
Et che la Sant. sua ls dixs che lhera unmo pacio a div cussi, et che sel
Sre Duca intendesse quello che diceva, lo faria morire, Et per le
parole de Sua Beat. par che impaurito la matina el se ne fugisse.
Beltrando to Ercole, June 11, 1503. He reports the flight and the
end of this man on May 27 and June 11. Caesar talked with him
for an hour in the tower : poi mettendose sua Eccel. in loco dove lo poteva
vedere et non esser vista, Trocka fu strangvlato per mane de Don
Michele. The Pope caused a report to be spread that Troche had
thrown himself into the sea at Ostia.

3 Che somo tulte invensioni da far danari: Victorius Soderini,
Florentine orator, Rome, June 17, 1503. Arch. Flor., Lettere ai X.
ds Balia, Classe X., Dist. 4. n. 73,

LV
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Alexander created eleven new cardinals for vast Fresh
sums of money ; among these men were two of his cc':ﬁ'.ﬁ:l:f
relations, Castellar and Iloris of Valencia, also Fran-
cesco Soderini of Volterra and Adriano Castellil
The last, a classically educated Latinist, was a native
of Corneto, and had been nuncio of Innocent VIII.
in England, where, owing to the favour of Henry
VII, he had received the Bishopric of Hereford and
other great benefices. On the fall of Floridus he
became private secretary to the Pope, his favourite
and confidant. He was one of the wealthiest
prelates in Rome, where Bramante built him a
beautiful palace in the Borgo?

Caesar, the maker of these new cardinals, was
present at their creation in consistory, and on
this occasion showed himself in public for the first
time since his return® New plans were now woven.
The Pope determined that all the lands of the
Orsini, Savelli and Colonna should be restored to
the Church, and required the Sacred College to
consent to Caesar’s uniting the March with the
Romagnat The Duke went thither at the end of
June, and the Pope decided to visit him in August?®
Caesar’s government took root in every province;

1 Adriano Castelli or Castelleschi, called Cardinal of Corneto.
Further, three other Spaniards, Spreta, Casanova, Remolines ;
Melchior Copis of Brixen, Nicold Fieschi of Genoa.

2 Now the Palazzo Giraud-Torlonia.

3 Beltrando to Ercole, May 31, 1503.

¢ Beltrando to Ercole, June 7, 1503.

8 Caesar issued a decree relating to criminal cases : das. Cesenc in
consilio nostro Ducali 3 Julii 4. 1503, drawn up by P. Justulus,
Gubbio Archives.
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the administration was good, and the justice in-
flexible. After having made use of Ramiro as his
vicar-general, the Duke also sacrificed this hated tool
to public opinion. He caused him to be quartered,
and exposed his remains one morning on the piazza
of Cesena, the executioner’s axe beside them, to the
horror and surprise of the people?!

The King of France now made the Pope the
curious offer of ceding to him the whole of Naples
in return for Bologna and the Romagna? On the
other hand the Pope made insidious overtures to
the Emperor to acquire the investiture of Pisa, Siena,
and Lucca for his son3 Meanwhile La Tremouille,
with the army destined for Naples, traversed Tus-
cany in the beginning of August, and was approach-
ing Roman territory when an event occurred that
severed at one blow all the threads of the web of the
Borgia.

The Pope as well as his son, who had just returned
from the Romagna, fell ill on Saturday, August 12.
Both had severe attacks of fever accompanied by
vomiting# On the 13th the Pope was bled. He

1 This as early as December 25, 1502.

3 Proferta che al Papa pareva bella: Beltrando to Ercole, Rome,
August 1, 1503.

8 Beltrando to Ercole, August 10, 1503.

¢ The course of the illness, even to the hours, is given by the
Diar. Arckiv. Vat., of which Raynald makes use, It is the continua-
tion of Burkard’s diary. As such I found it in the Cod. Chsgr, L. i
14 : Alex. VI. P. Obitus et Pii I11. Creatio Tom. I11, Diarior. Bur-
chards ; it occurs as MS, Barberini, n. 2956 : Alex. VI, P. Obstus
et Pii I11. ereatio MDIII. The correctness of Burkard is confirmed
by Beltrando’s letters in the Archives of Modena. Burkard : Sabdaso
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felt better, and allowed some cardinals to play cards
by his bedside. On the 14th the fever returned, it
did not appear on the 15th, but was higher on the
16th. The palace was barred, no physician or
apothecary dared leave it during these days! Re-
course was had to a woman who lived immured in
the corridor of the Vatican, that she might pray for
the Pope. The saint answered that there was no
longer any hope for him2 On Friday, August 18,
Alexander confessed to the Bishop of Culm (what
confessions may not the Bishop have heard!) and
received the communion seated. Five cardinals
were with him—Arborea, Cosenza, Monreale, Casa-
nova and Iloris. His death was expected. At the
same time Caesar was also prostrate; but he was
already out of danger, and was engaged in prepara-
tions for escape by the covered passage to S. Angelo,
whither he had already removed his two little chil-
dren and many of his possessions. His troops,
summoned in haste, already filled the Borgo ; drum-
mers marched through the streets, calling on all men
belonging to the militia to repair to the Vatican,

die XII. Aug. in mane Papa sensit se male habere ; post horam
vesperor. XXI. vel XXII. venit febris, quae mansit continua.
Beltrando, August 14 : Aers sera per bona via intess che Sua Sant.
vomitd el Sabato una collera citrina et non sensa alterasione di febbre,
—Lo Ill. Sig. Duca—sta molto grave con due tertiane et vomsito et

passione de stomacko.
1 Beltrando, on August 16, Burkard calls the fever Zertiana:
and Beltrando likewise says: da diversi homini de palatio, sebb

non sonno di gquells che penctrano, hebbi chel male—se nomina una

Tertiana nota.
2 Beltrando, on August 18,

VOL. VIL 2L
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under pain of the gallows! On the evening
of August 18 the Bishop of Culm administered
extreme unction to the Pope, and Alexander VI.
breathed his last in the presence of the Datary
and some equerries.?

The report immediately spread that he had died
of poison, and the aspect of the body, which was
hideously disfigured, served to confirm the supposi-
tion.? Popular imagination busied itself in discover-
ing sinister portents. It was rumoured that before
Alexander’s illness he had seen the devil in the form

1 Despatch of the Venetian ambassador Giustinian, Rome, August
18, 1503. ora 23. Venetian Archives, From this, I have taken
what is given in the text concerning Caesar ; the physician Scipio told
the ambassador, cAe ora viene da lui, s.c. from Caesar—De! Duca mi
ka affermato, che sta senza pericolo alcumo, ed @ senza febre, ¢ che a
pracer suo si pud levare dal letto.

? Burkard, Beltrando’s letter containing the announcement of
the death is missing from the Este Archives; he writes of the con-
fession on August 18. Giustinian's despatch, August 18. KHora
prima noctis (8 p.m.): In gquest ora ¢ wvenufo da me Alvarotto de
Alvarottis cittadino podavono della S. V. et similiter domestico del Rev.
Sta Briseida (Prassede) e mi Aa riferito che, essendo egls col swo car-
dinale, vine li D. Remolines cameriere del Duca, ¢ fece intendere a
S. Sign. che N. S. in quell’ ora expiraverat ; qus in gace requiescat,
These Dispacci di Antonio Giustinian (of which I first made use
in the State Archives at Venice) have since been edited in three vols.
by Pasquale Villari in 1876. (Florence, Le Monnier.)

8 El corpo — cossa brutissima da vedere, negro et gonfiato et per
molts si dubita non Is sia intravemsuto veneno : Beltrando to Ercole,
August 19.—ZLo piss brutto morto non fu visto mai, nero giss che lo
Diawlo : MS. Branca.—Mas a tempo de cristiano fu veduto la pin
orenda e tervibil. cosa. Venet., letter of August 19 in Sanuto.—
Essere il piss brutto, mostruoso ed orrendo corpo di morto che mas si
vedesse : Giustiniani, Rome, August 20. JFactus erat sicut pannus,
vel morus nigerrimus—os apertum et adeo horvibile quod nemo viderit
unguam vel esse tale dixerit : Burkard, The corpee of Sixtus IV,
had been equally horrible,
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of an ape, and that this devil had carried him off.!
Soon everyone believed in poison. It is true that
August, the most dangerous month in Rome, was
this year particularly hot and unhealthy. The envoy
of Ferrara informed his master of the fact that many
people had sickened and died, and that the members
of the Curia in the Vatican more especially were
almost all ilL.2 The Florentine envoy, Soderini, also
sickened, and consequently, as he himself records,
sent no further accounts to his signory. It is
possible, therefore, that the intense heat of summer
may have been the cause of the Pope’s fatal attack.
On August 18, shortly before his death, Scipio, his
doctor, on coming from the palace told the Venetian
ambassador Giustiniani that the illness was of an
apoplectic character, without mentioning the sus-
picion of poison.® But the hatred of the world strove
and still strives against the belief that the most

abhorred of popes died a natural death. All con- Views of

temporaries, among them the celebrated historians
Guicciardini, Bembo, Jovius, Cardinal Egidius,

his contem-

raries,

which held
that Alex-
ander VI,

1 The devil in the form of an ape (dabuino) sprang out of the had been

room.
papa, il papa disse lasolo, lasolo, cké il diavolo. Et poi la notte si

amald ¢ morite : Diar. Sanuto, v. 124.

2 Non e pero maraviglia cke sua Sant. et Excellentia siano snfermi
che tutts guasi li homini de computo de questa Corte somno infermati,
et de quells del palatio specialmente per la mala condictione de aere se
/i ritrova. Beltrando to Ercole, August 14. August is fatal to the
popes. Of Alexander’s predecessors, Calixtus III., Pius IL., Sixtus
IV. had died in August ; Innocent VIIL at the end of July.

3 E da giudicare che sl principio del suo male sia stato apoplessia ;
e di questo parere @ questo medico, womo eccellente nell’ arte sua,

" Giustiniani, August 18, 1503, ora 23.

Et uno card. corse per piarlo ¢ preso volendolo presentay al POisoned.
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Rafael Volaterranus, maintained that both he and
Caesar had been poisoned.! According to the best
known of these accounts, the Pope and Caesar con-
spired to poison the wealthy Cardinal Adrian at a
banquet in a Vigna of the Vatican; owing to an
exchange in the flasks the Pope drank of the
poisoned wine, and Caesar made the same mistake.
The Pope died in consequence, but, thanks to his
youthful vigour, the Duke escaped.? The account
of the circumstances contains many improbabilities ;
for is it likely that men so experienced would have
been guilty of such gross negligence? If the
poisoning really took place, then the account of a
Venetian—which asserts that the Pope’s cup-bearer
accepted a bribe of 10,000 ducats from Cardinal
Adrian and exchanged the goblets—appears more
credible® That the banquet took place in the
garden of the Cardinal is undoubted. Immediately
after Alexander’s death, accounts of it reached the
Florentines, and the story is the more worthy of

! Guicciardini, vi. 23. Bembo, Hist. Venet., vi. 244. Jovius,
Vita Leon., x. p. 33. Peter Martyr, lib. xvi. Ep. 264, 265.
Rafael Volat., xxii., 683, Ferronus, Materazzo, Sanuto, Petr.
Justinian, Rer, Venet. Hist., x. 212, and others.

2 By means of baths of the entrails of mules just killed, as Peter
Martyr writes, Ep. 265.

3 Questo ¢ €l successo di la morte de papa Alex. VI, : report in
Sanuto, v. fol. 70. In spite of Giustiniani’s despatches, people in
Venice believed that he had been poisoned. That this had been done
by means of sweetmeats at the supper is also related by Girol.
Priuli from Roman letters: Diario di cose wenmete, i. 145, Bibl.
Marciana. This merchant derived his information from contemporary
accounts. On August 21, he says the longed-for news of the death
arrived, a ore una di notte passo di questa vita all’ Inferno.
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belief, from the fact that it represents this meal as
the cause of the Pope’s illness, though it gives no
direct suggestion of poison.!

The circumstance that Caesar was simultaneously
attacked with the like symptoms forms the strongest
argument for the belief in poison. The Duke, indeed,
did not mention poison, when, on his recovery, he
admitted to Machiavelli that the fatal coincidence of
his own illness with that of the Pope was the sole
misfortune that he had not foreseen. But Cardinal
Adrian, who was also taken ill, informed the historian
Jovius that he also had been poisoned and suffered
from the effects.?

We cannot look into the soul of the dying Borgia
to know whether a remnant of conscience still
lingered and was accessible to those spirits which

1 Arch, Flor., Carte Strozs. filza, 250. Letter of a certain
Giovanni to Luigi Manelli a Montepaldi, Flor.,, August 22. He
therein says of the Pope : ¢ Nla chagione del male si era, che la Sant.
sua andd a cena a una vigna di quello Messer Adriano.—E andovi
¢! Ducha Valentino, il Chardinale Romolino, cioé quello cke si trovd
qui commissario del Papa, quando fu arso frate Girolamo el gquale
anchora lui ¢ morto (which was a false report), ef due altri Chardinali
tults amalati, et gravemente, massime 3l Valentsno, che jer sera ci fu
da Roma lettera fatta de di dinanzi, cke laborabat in extremis, et
aspetiasi a ognora la morte. The news of the poisoning at the
banquet reached Venice immediately, as Priuli shows, On August
22 it was known in Orvieto, as is noted in the unpublished
chronicle of Tommaso di Silvestro. L. Fumi, dlss, V7, ¢ il Valen-
tino, in Orvieto, p. 95.

2 He had lost consciousness, his skin fell like scales from his body.
Jovius, Vita Consalvi Ven., 1557, p. 178.—It is impossible to prove
that contemporaries were mistaken in believing, as they generally
did, that Alexander died, like a scorpion, of his own poison, We
have no longer any proofs gro vel contra. ?
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surround the deathbed of men conscious of guilt. It
is very remarkable that, though during his illness he
was not visited by his son, who was also ill, he never
mentioned either Caesar’s or Lucrezia’s name! If
we look solely to externals, the Pope died at the
zenith of his fortunes. He had succeeded in every-
thing ; every scheme, every crime had prospered.
The thought of Caesar’s future may indeed have dis-
turbed him ; for he knew too well the history of the
papal “nepoti.” But he might say to himself that he
left his son behind with wealth, troops, lands, and
many servants in the Cardinals’ College, and that he
was man enough to make his further career. Or did
he believe in the immediate death of his son, whose
illness it had been impossible to conceal? Or did
he silently gaze into the abyss which was to swallow
his corrupt house ?

Judgment on Alexander is pronounced by facts
themselves® True that human characters are in

1 Dux nunguam venit ad Papam in tola cjus infirmitate, nec in
morte, nec Papa fust unguam memor sus vel Lucretiae in aliguo
minimo verbo, etiam in tola sua infirmitate: Alexandri VI. obitus
(MS. Chigi and Barberini agreeing verdatim).

2 Raynald, so far as he expressed himself, judged the Pope
honestly. One Bzovius extolled him with effrontery. Of his
contemporaries, Priuli had already drawn a terrible picture of him,
as of a monster. Machiavelli, who looks on historic characters
as coldly as a naturalist looks on his object, says with irony :

Mald Valenza, e per aver rigoso,
Portato fi fra Panime beate
Lo spirto di Alessardro glorioso ;
Del gual seguiro le sante pedate
Tre sue familiari e care ancelle,
Lussuria, simonia e crudltate.
(Decennali, i. 445.)
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great part the product of circumstances and times.
But if in many cases some palliation is found in
the unbounded corruption of public and moral
conditions amid which the Italians then lived, and
if allowance may be made for the impress of the
age, a Pope with the Gospel in his hand is the last
of his contemporaries who has any right to claim
the indulgence. Because Alexander VI. was Pope,
he appears yet more deserving of hatred than his
son. The terrible audacity in crime with which
Caesar challenged the world has even a semblance
of grandeur, while his father by his position was
forced to perform, or allow to be performed,
concerted deeds. As a rule we only see his motives
as it were behind a curtain.

The real figure of Alexander VI. is seen in
unfair proportions, that is to say, on too large a
scale ; the truth shows how small he really was. It
is entirely wrong to imagine him a man diabolical on
principle, if indeed such men exist. The genesis of
the crimes of this vigorous and frivolous man is shown
step by step in his history. They sprang rather
from his sensuality than from his mind, which was
only of mediocre rank. Even his excesses would
not have created such scandal had he veiled them
like other men of his stamp in secrecy. His effrontery
alone was unexampled. If religion is anything more
than a service of ecclesiastical forms and a belief in
miracle-working saints, we must acknowledge that
Alexander VI. was a pope without religion. The
good qualities which he possessed;—for in nature there
is neither absolute Bad, nor absolute Good,—or with
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which the genius of contradiction has endowed him,
are worthless in face of his general character, and
when weighed by the divine judge of the dead,
would probably be thrown aside with contempt, or
at least found insignificant in the balance.

The historian also disputes the opinion of those
who discover political genius in this pope! His
mind, masterly in cunning and treachery, did not
reach sufficiently high. His entire pontificate shows
not a single great idea either in Church or State,
either as priest or prince. No trace of creative®
activity is found in Alexander. In the history of -
the Papacy he stands alone, as having completely
sacrificed the advantage of the Church. His
relation towards the secular ecclesiastical State is
remarkable. This possession, which had been so
jealously guarded by all his predecessors, was to
Alexander of so little account, that he almost
reduced it to a secular possession through his
nepotism ; he desired to annex to his family this
entire State, and annexation would have entailed its
inevitable ruin. “ After me the deluge,” seems to
have been his maxim. The satanic passions of the
Borgia and the corruption of justice, as of all

1 Raf. Volater., Antropol., xxii. 663, is the source of such an
idea, according to which in Alexandro acquabant vitia virtutes.
Similarly Cardinal Egidius praises his acerrimum ingenium, solertia,
prudentia, diligentia, facundia, . . . and Guicciardini also.
Nauclerus of Tubingen repeats after the Italians the phrase: wzir
magni animi magnaeq ; prudentize. The genuine Italian epithet
magni animi signifies the bold egoism of ambitious men. Mansi
says: in illo vitia omnia extrema, virtules moderatae, nisi melius
dixeris, nullae.
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political relations of the time, made this monstrous
scheme impossible. Alexander was forced to
abandon the thought—if he ever actually cherished
it—of making Caesar pope and the tiara and
princely crown hereditary in the House of Borgia.
But he would have unhesitatingly sacrificed to his
bastard the State of the Church, and made it serve
as a nucleus and basis for the Kingdom of Italy,
at which Caesar openly aimed! Alexander VI.
himself in the power of his terrible son, scarcely has
the appearance of a man who could revel in the
feeling of princely power. Its burthen would only
have made him uncomfortable. He had no impulse
of greatness, nothing of regal ambition, nothing of
indefatigable energy. Nor are any of those imperial
qualities, such as were possessed by a Sixtus IV.
or a Julius II, seen in the passive nature of this
libertine. He was entirely governed by circum-\‘\
stances; he never ruled ; never showed boldness or
energy. He knew but one single passion—love of

1 To Petrucelli della Gattina (Hist. Diplom. des Conclaves,
Paris, 1864, i. 363), the Spaniard, Alexander VI, is a criminal
Messiah of Italy, the ideal of the Italian statesman, because
he is the destroyer on principle of the temporal dominion. His
only motive is the desire to save Italy, the independence of which is
his dream! The lengths to which political bias and the passion
for originality can carry men seem incredible. Who can imagine
any pope a destroyer of the State of the Church on principle?
Who can believe that even an Alexander VI. would have renounced
Rome in favour of his son? The question here is only one of actual
circumstances, and the conduct of Alexander VI. is merely an
exaggeration of the nepotist policy of Sixtus IV.; hence also the
danger of the actual secularisation of the State of the Church, But
into this question the possession of Rome does not enter.
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his children. They and naught else formed the
background of his whole conduct. In his latter
days hatred of his son—his evil genius—struggled
with his love for him. Dark hours he must have
known when he could have killed this son, but he
could not set him aside, since his own safety and
his throne rested at last on Caesar’s greatness and
strength.

No one indeed can discover in Alexander’s
history any other guiding principle than the
‘contemptible one of aggrandising his children at
.any cost! The extirpation of several tyrants and
the foundation of Caesar’s ephemeral principality,
established on a thousand crimes, to support and
protect his own usurpation of the Papal chair, were
the political acts of this pope, and to these despicable
objects of nepotism and self-preservation he sacri-
ficed his own conscience, the happiness of nations,
the existence of Italy and the good of the Church.

A war of more than half a century, and more
terrible than all earlier wars of mediaeval times,
reduced Italy to ruin, destroyed the prosperity of
the cities, quenched the sentiment of nationality and
freedom, and, under the degradation of foreign rule,

1 Without knowing one another, two statesmen describe the
character of Alexander VI. in almost the same words. In 1493
King Ferrante says: Ne cura altro, che ad dericto e reverso fare
grande I figholi et questo ¢ solo el suo desiderio. The Venetian
envoy Capello in 1500, writes : & di natura allegra ; ¢ fa quel Is torna
utile, e tutto 1l suo pensier e di far grands soi figli ne de altro a cura.
An Englishman has written ‘the article, * The Borgias and their
latest Historian ” (North British Review, January 1871), in opposition
to my views,
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plunged this great nation into a sleep of centuries,
which resembled the period of exhaustion that
followed on the Gothic wars. If Alexander VI. was
not the sole author of this deep abasement, to which
a hundred other causes contributed, at all events he
surrendered Italy to the Spaniards and French with

the sole object of aggrandising his bastards. He’

. s

was one of the essential causes of the ruin of his

country, and he stands in the same position in the:

history of the Church.

As regards the city of Rome itself| the last spark
of civic consciousness expired under the rule of the
Borgia, under which the Roman people became com-
pletely demoralised. The historians of these days
have expressed their surprise that, in spite of so
many murders and in spite of all other crimes, Rome
never rose against Alexander VI. It is more than
absurd to suppose that the city remained tranquil
because she was satisfied with the rule of the Pope.
The causes of the peaceful attitude of the Romans
were the terrorism inspired by the government of
the Borgia with their spies, executioners, and Spanish
soldiery, the corruption of the people themselves
and their already abject spirit. A celebrated
historian of the time, himself a bishop, says:
“ Whether it be from recollection of their former
splendour and their ancient freedom, or from their
wild and restless spirit, the Romans cannot tranquilly
endure the rule of priests, which often appears
immoderate and avaricious.”! Nevertheless, while
their city sank into a condition that recalled the

3 Jovius, Histor. sui lemporis, i. 5.
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times of the most infamous emperors of antiquity,
the Romans only made impotent satires on Alex-
ander. We seem to be hearing Tacitus, when a
contemporary of the Borgia writes: “ The effrontery
of the gladiators was never greater in the city, the
liberty of the people never less. It swarmed with
informers. The slightest expression of hatred was
punished with death. Moreover, Rome was entirely
filled with robbers, and no street was safe at night.
Rome, in every age the asylum of nations and the
stronghold of peoples, had become a shambles, and
all this was permitted by Alexander VI. for love of
his children.”?

Another eye-witness of the rule of Alexander VI,
the afterwards renowned Cardinal Egidius of Viterbo,
drew the following picture of the city : “ Everything
was hidden in darkness and stormy night; of the
things that were done in the family and the Thyestean
tragedies, I will keep silence; never were more
terrible revolts in the cities of the ecclesiastical state,
more sacks and more bloody deaths. Never were
robberies committed with such impunity in the
streets ; never was Rome so full of criminals; never
was the multitude of informers and robbers so
audacious. People could neither leave the gates of
the city nor dwell within it To own money or
valuable property was equivalent to being guilty of
high treason. There was no protection either in
house, sleeping-room, or tower. Justice was effaced.
Money, power, and lust governed everything.

1 Raf. Volater., xxii. 683, and following him, Panvinus, Vita
Adlex. VI.
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Hitherto, since Italy had emancipated herself from
foreign tyranny, she had remained exempt from the
rule of the stranger, for, although King Alfonso
was an Aragonese, in neither culture, liberality, nor
magnanimity was he inferior to any Italian. Now,
however, slavery followed freedom, now the Italians
sank from independence into darkest servitude to
the foreigner.”!

Y Ut domestica taceam: Thyesteasque tyagedias — — Non dom: :
non in cubiculo: non in turri tuti: nikil jus, nikil fas: Aurum,
Vis et Vemus imperabant. Historia, xx., Saeculor. MS. in the
Angelica. The passage extracted is addressed to Leo X. Rafael

Volaterranus, the friend of Egidio, was apparently acquainted with
it.
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1. THE RENASCENCE IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY—
ATTITUDE TOWARDS IT OF THE CiTY OF ROME—
ACTIVITY OF THE POPES — THE DISCOVERY OF
ANCIENT AUTHORS—NICHOLAS V.—THE VATICAN
LiBRARY — S1xTUs IV. — PRINTING BROUGHT TO
ROME—THE FIRST GERMAN PRINTERS - THERE—
ALDUs MANUTIUS.

BEFORE sinking into utter political decadence, the
Italians had gloriously scaled new heights of culture.
They again revealed themselves as the Latin nation
at a time when their land, freed from the German
imperial power, and not yet fallen under the
dominion of France and Spain, was the most
flourishing country in Europe. Their great national
deed was the Renascence of antiquity, the founda-
tions of which were so deeply laid, as well in the
memory as in the thirst for culture of the Latin
races, that its first indications were already evident
at the time of the revival of the Roman Empire by
Charles the Great.

Acquaintance with the ancients had never com-
pletely vanished. In every period a certain number
of Latin authors had been studied, and even in times
of profoundest barbarism, ancient culture constantly
broke from its hidden sources. It reappeared in the
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times of the Ottos and Sylvester II, of John of
Salisbury, and Vincent of Beauvais; it re-awoke
under the Hohenstaufens, until the great move-
ment of the fourteenth century produced the
revolution of the fifteenth. But in spite of Dante,
Cola di Rienzo, Petrarch, and Boccaccio, the Re-
nascence in the fifteenth century appears as a
sudden resurrection of paganism, as a magical
and all-powerful metamorphosis of the human
mind.

Scarcely three centuries had passed since enthusi-
asm had been awakened by the Crusades, towards
which, however, the Italians had shown themselves
but lukewarm, when Italy and then the West were The Renas-
seized with a widespread, though by no means uni- “***
versal, zeal for the classic ideal of ancient Hellas.
After long banishment amid barbarism the Italians
seemed to have returned to their native pagan
culture. The genius of antiquity, too great to
perish in Christianity, only hidden in the Middle
Ages by the darkness of night, rose like a pheenix
from the ashes of the past. The ancient sages and
poets emerged from the dust of the cloister and
returned as redeemers of the intellect; the gods of
Greece reappeared as apostles of the cult of beauty,
and the marble heroes and citizens sprang from their
graves, now to be regarded as the sole types of
genuine manly virtue,

This great resurrection of the dead is an isolated
phenomenon in the history of the world, and offers
an impressive testimony to the imperishable grandeur
of ancient culture. Will any future period ever
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witness such triumphs of resurrection? We doubt
it; for all modern cultivation is of universal, nay,
unlimited character. But classical antiquity, re-
stricted within limits of form, is intelligible as an
individuality. It remains the fairest flower of the
intellect which the earth has ever put forth; the
spring-time of creation eternally fresh, to whose
fulness and splendour no succeeding age has ever
attained. In the fifteenth century it was by means
of Italy that mankind regained knowledge of ancient
civilisation; and as in former days, while the classic
world faded from view, it recovered its youth under
the moral power of Christianity, so now it plunged
into the same antiquity as into a spring of rejuvenat-
ing power. For Christendom had been false to its
lofty conceptions and had become petrified in a
ritual devoid of ideas.

The Church, once so exalted as a leader of man-
kind, had now grown antiquated in her ceremonial-
ism, and required reform. Her dogmatic structure
could no longer embrace the expanding life of the
world, as it had embraced it in the Middle Ages.
The ideal of man, which she represented as essentially
sinful and suffering, as an ascetic longing for a
heaven beyond, no longer sufficed for a new age.
Dante, the poet who closed Mediaevalism, had thus
conceived it, but his companion in the world of
spirits had been the pagan Virgil. Virgil, who
discourteously took leave of the younger poet on the
very threshold of Dante’s heaven, now returned with
Homer, and these two monarchs of ancient poetry
conducted the Italians of the fifteenth century to the
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midst of classic Olympus. Above the gloomy Chris-
tendom of monks and schoolmen, the aurora of the
pagan gods shone with radiant splendour.

In Rome itself men beheld the ancient divinities
in theatres or in the festivals of the Saturnalia,
which were revived in the Carnival celebrations ;
while dead emperors and consuls held their proces-
sions as if, now that the imperial authority of German
kings was extinguished, they once more usurped
possession of ancient Rome. Literature, art, and
even manners became saturated with a neo-Latin
paganism. All that was Christian and dogmatic, all
that owed its origin to the Middle Ages, appeared
barbarous and antiquated to the enthusiasts of the
Renascence. Even the language of Dante was ille-
gitimate in their eyes. Literature discarded its
popular development ; it wrapped itself in a purple-
bordered toga, in the Latin tongue and style.
Academies arose in imitation of those of Plato and
Cicero. Rhetoricians were again listened to with
rapture, as once in the porticos of Athens and Rome.
Libraries were collected as in the times of the
Ptolemies. Pericles and Maecenas reappeared as
wealthy merchants or civic tyrants thirsting for
fame. Even the education of the family became
classical. A breath of ancient urbanity penetrated
social forms, while at the same time the laxity of
morals reached a depth of depravity equal to that
of the time of Juvenal.

Notwithstanding its masquerading attire, an
earnest mission of historic importance lay at
bottom of the Renascence, Latinism, which had

VOL. VII, 2M
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formerly conquered the world through the Church,
conquered it a second time as a principle of culture.
Italy thus bade farewell to her attitude of universal
supremacy, and a country, that had civilised Europe
through the Empire and the Church, could undertake
no nobler task than that of restoring to nations the
treasures of the wisdom and the beauty of antiquity.
Precisely at the time when Europe raised a protest
against the antiquated Gregorian Church, the
national work of the Italians began, namely their
task of breaking through the barren system ot
scholasticism with the spirit of antiquity, and re-
placing the formalism of the monastic school by
the imperishable stores of ancient learning.

The Renascence was the Reformation of the
Italians. They emancipated knowledge from the
fetters of dogmatism, and indeed first made it a
European power. They restored man to humanity
and to civilisation as a whole; and thus created a
universal culture, in whose progress we are still
engaged, and whose future development and aim we
cannot even yet surmise. The revival of knowledge
was the first great act of that immeasurable moral
revolution which Europe experienced, and whose
prominent epochs hitherto consist in the Italian
Renascence, the German Reformation, the French
Revolution. It is with justice that this first period
is called that of Humanism, for with it modern
humanity begins.!

Nothing is more remarkable here than the rela-

1 Blondus once brackets together the two epithets, litteratissimus
and Aumanus : ltal. Dllustr., 160.
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tion of the Church to this resurrection of literary Auitude of
and artistic paganism. Monks, priests, cardinals (¢ Chureh
greeted it with enthusiasm. Popes opened to it the the Ren“-’f
doors of the Vatican. The churchmen, whose pre-
decessors had destroyed the statues of the gods of

Greece and the writings of the ancients, now collected

the relics of antique statues and authors with as

much reverence as those predecessors had collected

the bones of saints. It was permissible to do so,

since paganism was no longer a religious question.

The Church recognised it as the classical ornament

of the world and as the neutral ground of culture in

the domain of knowledge and form. Was not the
reconciliation of these ancient enemies, perhaps the

most memorable fact in the history of culture, at the

same time an acknowledgment by the Church herself

of the insufficiency of Christianity as a means of
culture outside the religious sphere? Owing to her
capacity for embracing antiquity, the Papacy attained

a new height of historic grandeur.

In the first enthusiasm of the Renascence, the
Church ignored the question, whether the uncondi-
tional acceptance of this pagan culture might not
prove a source of danger to herself. The risk was
unavoidable, for the gods and sages of Greece in
any form whatever remained the opponents of the
Church. Humanistic learning, as the revolution of
opinion and thought, bore within it the elements
of reform ; it despised dogmas, it destroyed the
belief in authority, by its criticism it shattered the
pious traditions as well as the clerical impostures of
the Middle Ages. The Renascence turned away
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from the Christian ideal and erected a humanitarian
cult. It was in itself the first open emancipation
of thoughtful minds from the Church, and the first
public breach between knowledge and faith, a breach
in the unity of the intellectual principle and the
Christian view of the world. From this time, freed
from its bondage to the Church, the human intellect
is swayed by the centrifugal tendency towards inde-
pendence ; breaking away into the secular sphere,
it divides its energies for the laborious task of build-
ing up the system of the world’s culture; yet is it
never free from a longing for some unifying ideal,
wherein its religious aspirations may be reconciled,
or from dissatisfaction with a life without system
and without centre.

In the midst of the current of the Renascence,
was it possible for the Church to foresee its inevit-
able consequences or to stem the flow of the intellect
within dogmatic confines? The Church herself
suffered the loss of her moral supremacy. There
were indeed popes who made war on Humanism,
but there ‘were others who were either entirely
imbued by it, or who were better acquainted with
their nation, still half inspired by the genius of
antiquity. For, in Latin society, the Renascence
with the revival of ancient literature only produced
the reform of culture; it entered into the life of
the Italians artistically as the embodiment of the
Beautiful, while the German Renascence turned to
the mysteries of religion and accepted as its task the
Reformation of the Church. And precisely because
the Italian national spirit embraced paganism as its
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sole end, its desire for reform remained satisfied
with literature and art. The Papacy was con-
sequently again able to throw aside the heretical
vesture of paganism both from itself and Italy, after
the Renascence had served to distract the attention
of the Italian people from the need for reform
during the most dangerous times of the Reformation
impulse, and, in the acquisition of ancient learning,
had equipped the Church herself with the weapons
of the time, and endowed her in Rome with a
monumental splendour. Nevertheless this victory
of the Church was merely an ephemeral triumph.
She was unable to quench the revolution of the
European intellect by any formula of excommunica-
tion ; the unity of the religious idea could never be
restored ; the breach between faith and knowledge
was irreparable. Even in Italy itself after the
victory of the counter-reformation the Catholic cult
remained devoid of faith and spirit, and the dull
indifference of the people to religion,—a product as
well of the secularisation of the Church as of the Re-
nascence,—still forms the greatest hindrance to the
moral regeneration of the national intellect of Italy.

It is the task of the historian of literature to
depict the rapidity with which the Italians revived
the knowledge and language of the ancients. We
have here only to deal with Rome. And Rome
appears in the same conditions as other cities, where
men of talent collected and where schools were
formed. For after the fifteenth century there was
no place of any importance in Italy where this did
not take place. As in antiquity, and from the same
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causes, the tyrants were themselves patrons of learn-
ing. At the court of the last Visconti, as at that
of Sforza, Decembrio, Filelfo, Barziza, Simoneta,
Crivelli shone as orators, historians, poets and
philologists. Under the Este, learning flourished at -
Ferrara, from the time that Nicholas I1I. summoned
Guarino of Verona to his court. Under the pro-
tection of Gianfrancesco Gonzaga, Vittorino da
Feltre founded his celebrated educational institu-
tion at Mantua. In Urbino Federigo collected his
valuable library. Even a tyrant such as Gismondo
Malatesta encouraged learning; even petty nobles,
such as Alessandro Sforza and his son Costanzo
at Pesaro, were patrons of noble culture. For
reasons of state Venice did little; but her alliance
with the East made the city the first refuge of the
wandering Greek teachers ; and some nobles, such as
Carlo Zeno, the Corrers, the Giustiniani and Barbaro
also became patrons of humanistic learning. In
Naples the zeal of King Robert survived in Alfonso.

In Florence alone learning stood not in the
service of tyrants but in that of the republic, and on
this account in that of the entire Italian nation, of
which Florence was the intellectual centre. In the
first third of the fifteenth century arose the great
Florentine literary union, a republic of the Muses of
such universal influence as has seldom been exercised
by any single place. There shone Bruni, Poggio,
Nicoli, Alberti, Marsuppini, Traversari, Manetti,
Florentines or Tuscans.! At the same time foreign

1 Conceming the Florentine literature of this period, the wealthiest
mine still remains the edition of the letters of Ambrosio Traversi,
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scholars were invited such as Guarino, Filelfo,
Aurispa, George of Trebizond and Argyropulos.
The treasures of Greek and Latin literature were
there displayed side by side.

Florence shared its intellectual life with Rome.
For Roman culture was essentially Florentine, and
under a Medicean pope it reached its zenith. After
it had been restored by the Papacy it developed
by slow degrees. Popes and cardinals became its
patrons, but the Roman nobility remained utterly
aloof. Humanistic culture never struck its roots
into the soil of Rome, but was, and remained, a
foreign product.

Even during the schism the Curia accepted in Rome
Tuscan humanists as secretaries; the first on whom
the office was bestowed was Zanobi da Strada, who
was appointed under Innocent VI. in 1359. Urban
V. then summoned Francesco Bruni from Florence
to Avignon as papal secretary. Martin V. found
Poggio already installed in the post! Although
this Pope was not conspicuous as a patron of
Humanism, among his cardinals were several men
of culture, who stood in correspondence with the
Florentines, such as Albergati, Cesarini, Jordan
Orsini and Capranica.

Learning received a greater impulse under
Eugenius IV, The Curia long remained in

with his life by Lorenzo Mehus, Florence, 1759. Also the collec-
tions of letters of the Humanists in question.

! During the latter years of the schism, Leonardo Bruni, Antonio
Loschi, the Roman Agapito Cenci de’ Rustici were also papal
secretaries. Georg Voigt, Die Wiederbel. des class. Altert., second
edition. Berlin, 1881, ii. Book v.
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Florence, and the Council of the Union entered
into intimate relations with Greek learning. Bes-
sarion became Cardinal under Eugenius IV. Poggio,
Biondo and Maffeo Vegio, Aurispa and Perotti were
his secretaries. An elegant Latin style hence-
forward became an important requisite in the
Roman chancery. The importance of Rome soon
attracted a crowd of scholars. The Curia offered
them a secretariat, a prospect of office in the pre-
lature, profitable association with cardinals and
influence at a time when a Latin or Greek scholar
was regarded with admiration and a book newly
discovered or composed was an event.

After the restoration of the university, the
Humanists also found a secure footing in Rome.
In 1431 Eugenius IV. removed it from Trastevere
back to S. Eustachio, restored its faculties and
allotted it an annual revenue. Its most important
professorship was that of Latin rhetoric, to which
Eugenius appointed George of Trebizond. Law was
also taught by celebrated professors such as Antonio
Roselli, Ludovico Pontano, and the Romans Andrea
Santa Croce and Antonio Caffarelli. Foreigners
repaired to this university. Pico della Mirandola
challenged the learned world to dispute his pompous
theses, It was largely indebted to the exertions of
Alexander VI, who caused a new building to be
erected for its accommodation.!

Already under Nicholas V. humanistic learning

1 Bull of Eugenius IV., Rome, October 10, 1431, in Renazz,

Stor. dell Univ. di Roma, i., App. n. ii., and briefs of Alexander
VI., App. p. 281.
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displayed the greatest activity in Rome. This Pope
had come from the Florentine republic of letters,
and Cosimo Medici—formerly his Maecenas—became
the model of the greater protectorate which he
himself exercised in Rome. Of Rome, a city
unproductive in all that concerned intellectual life,
he wished to create a new Athens or Alexandria,

but he did not succeed in his aim. His feverish il;ltligmn-
impatience however produced some praiseworthy activity of

results. No creative genius, he was merely an
enthusiastic collector of learned material, and such a
collector was what was most wanted at the time.
His noble exertions were directed to the object of
founding a great library and of disseminating Greek
literature in translations, The youthful enthusiasm
shown in the impulse of discovery at this period
is entirely surprising. The man of the fifteenth
century searched, discovered and invented at the
same time. He extracted the genuine gold of
learning from the dross; he sought for the statues,
inscriptions and parchments of antiquity, but also
for unknown islands and coasts in the ocean. How
far had he left behind the times when popes and
princes sent their agents through the world to
collect sacred fossils for their mummy cabinets—
fossils for which they paid their weight in gold.
From the mouldering libraries of convents, Latin
authors were now joyfully brought to light; from
Byzantine monasteries Greek classics, threatened
by the Turks, escaped to the West, as Byzantine
likenesses of saints had taken refuge during the
days of the Iconoclast dispute.

Nicbolas V.
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The thirst for discovery had already awakened
with Petrarch; he himself had found some of
Cicero’s letters at Verona in 1345} but it was the
Council of Constance—the boundary stone between
two periods—that gave the greatest impetus to this
activity. Here it was that Poggio, the most for-
tunate of treasure-seekers, acquired undying fame.
As papal scriptor, he employed his sojourn at
Constance in travels of discovery, when he was
accompanied by his friends Cencio Rustici and
Bartolommeo of Monte Pulciano. It redounds to
the honour of Germany, that it was in part her
convents that preserved for the seeker the manu-
scripts of classic authors, the fruit of the industrious
labours of monks of an earlier age. Poggio dis-
covered almost the entire works of Quintilian at
S. Gall® By degrees he brought to light Silius
Italicus, Lucretius, Statius, Manilius, Valerius
Flaccus, Columella, several discourses of Cicero,
Frontinus, Ammianus, Vitruvius and a series of
grammarians. The Florentine Nicoli and the

1 Petrarch only found the letters to M. Brutus, Quintus Cicero,
Octavian and Atticus, which were collected together in a MS. He
was unacquainted with the famsliares. In 1390 Coluccio Salutati
received a first copy of these, probably taken from a codex at
Vercelli, from Pasquino de Capellis, chancellor of Giovanni Galeazzo
Visconti. Ant. Viertel., Die Wiederasf. von Cicerd’s Briefen durck
Petrarca, Progr. d. Kon. Wikl-Gymn. su Konigsb., 1879.

* Poggio, Ep. i. § and the description of the decay of the library
and abbey of S. Gall, where learning had formerly flourished, in
Ep. Cincii to Francesco de Fiana, in Quirini, Diatriba—ad Fr.
Barbari, Ep. p. vili. And Barbaro’s congratulations to Poggio,
ibid., ii. Ep. i.
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Venetian Francesco Barbaro encouraged him with
self-sacrificing enthusiasm.!

The Latin world was stirred with joyous excite-
ment; copies of these newly-discovered treasures
were disseminated throughout Italy. Patrons of
learning in Florence, Milan and Venice sent their
agents abroad to buy manuscripts. In Rome, car-
dinals such as Jordan Orsini, Prospero Colonna and
Capranica collected them. Bartolommeo hunted
in German monasteries and discovered Vegetlus’DBdO:;nw
In vain was search made for a complete copy of convents.
Livy or Tacitus. It was an event when a German
monk, Nicholas of Tréves, brought a codex to Rome
in 1429, which, besides four already known, contained
twelve hitherto unknown comedies of Plautus. It
was bought by Cardinal John Orsini, and esteemed
by him as, next to a manuscript of Ptolemy, the
greatest treasure of his library.?

Equal zeal was employed in the East in the Greek
search for Greek manuscripts. In the beginning of mt to
the fifteenth century, three young Italians journeyed 2!
to Greece to learn the language: Guarino, Aurispa
and Filelfo. They brought from Constantinople
more than one hundred codices of historians, fathers
of the Church, poets and philosophers. Thus

1 See Poggio’s funeral oration on Nicoli, in which he praises him
for his share in the revival of ancient literature. Poggi, Op. p.
275.

2 To a German monastery, Corvey, we owe the preservation of
the first five books of the Annals of Tacitus, Erhard, GescA. des
Wiederaufbliihens wissensch. Bildung vormehmlich in Deulschland,
Magdeburg, 1827, i 76.

3 Mehus, Ambros. Traversari Praef., 4o sg.
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Demosthenes, Lucian, Dio Cassius, Xenophon, Strabo,
Diodorus, Plato and the Platonists came to Italy.!
The authors thus discovered were eagerly tran-
scribed by scholars. The arts of deciphering and
copying were held in high esteem. To the Monk of
the Middle Ages time was of little account, for
g':lfﬁig; he wrote for his convent; but shortly before the
discovery of printing, the literary world awaited with
impatience the work of the copyist. Poggio copied
Quintilian in thirty-two days, and Blondus was
proud of having in his youth “with wonderful
ardour” transcribed Cicero’s Brutus from a codex at
Lodi, the discovery of which had made an indescrib-
able sensation.? Nicoli, a private individual of small
means, but a favourite of the Medici, copied countless
books. So did Nicholas V. before he became pope.
Wherever collections of books were made, crowds
of copyists were employed, as in Florence, Urbino,
Pesaro and Rome. From thirty to forty worked for
the Margrave of Urbino in various cities of Italy.
Nicholas Nicholas V. made the Vatican a workshop of
X;'fo,“;“;}“‘ copyists. Even on his journeys he was followed by
copyists.  an army of skilled writers or Librarii, among whom
were many Germans and Frenchmen. In the eighth
year of his pontificate he strewed Rome with books
and parchments; he was compared to Ptolemy
Philadelphus. As pope he was terrified by the fall

1 Giovanni Aurispa alone brought 238 profane Greek authors to
Venice. See his remarkable letter to Traversari (Amér. Z¥vav.,
Ep. xxiv. §3).

3 Brutum—primi omnium mirabile ardore ac celeritate transcrip
simus — — omnis ltalia exemplis pariter est repleta.  Flav, Blond.,
Jtal. illustr., 346.
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of Byzantium, but as a collector of books, he
profited by the catastrophe, for he immediately
sent his agents to Greece to buy MSS. Several
codices were thus produced at great expense, “so
that Greece did not perish, but owing to the liber-
ality of a pope was removed to Italy, which once
in antiquity was called Magna Graecia.”! Albert
Enoch from Ascoli travelled in the service of
Nicholas to France, to Germany and even to
Prussia® He brought the de wiris dllustribus of
Suetonius and the Germania of Tacitus back to Italy.
The assistants of the Pope in the work of collecting
books were the Florentine bookseller Vespasiano,
and Niccolo Perotti, secretary to the no less zealous
collector Bessarion. But the supply of authors of
importance was already exhausted, and but little
that was new was brought to light, although among
others Apicius and the Scholia of Porphyrion to
Horace may be mentioned.

Activity in copying was accompanied by equal Transla-
fervour in translating. This was the noblest passion ?;mf
of the Pope, and to it the West owed its acquaint- authors.
ance with a great number of Greek authors. Herod-
otus and Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybius, Diodorus,
Appian, Philo, Theophrastus and Ptolemy were now
made accessible to scholars. Writings of Aristotle
and Plato were translated from the original into

1 Filelfo to Calixtus IIL., E. i. 1. xiii. gt (Venice, 1502).

3 See the papal letter of introduction to the Grand-master Ludwig
von Erlichshausen, Rome, April 30, 1451 ; from the Secret Archives
in Konigsberg, in Voigt, Die Wicderbeleh. des class. Altert,,
ii, 203.
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Latin, after having been here and there brought to
light mainly by means of Arabic translations in the
times of the Hohenstaufens. With indescribable
zest men now extracted the treasures of Hellenic
wisdom from their original source.

Greeks as well as Italians versed in Greek worked
for Nicholas V. Valla translated Thucydides and
Herodotus, Poggio the Cyropaedia and Diodorus;
Perotti undertook Polybius, for which the Pope pre-
sented him with 500 new ducats. Guarino received
1000 scudi for Strabo. The translation of Aristotle,
already begun by Lionardo Bruni, engaged the
services of Theodore Gaza and George of Trebizond,
who had also translated the Laws of Plato and
Ptolemy. Decembrio undertook Appian! Homer,
of which Leonzio Pilato had previously made the
first translation in prose for Boccaccio, received a
worthy Latin vesture. Nicholas V. offered a high
price for a metrical translation ; but no one produced
an edition worthy of immortality, if we except a
Roman poet named Orazio, who translated part of
the Iliad. Filelfo, to whom the Pope promised
10,000 gold pieces and other valuable rewards for
such a work, was prevented from leaving Milan for
Rome by the death of the great Maecenas.?

1 Vespasiano, Vita Nicolai V., Mur., xxv. 252.

3 Concerning Orazio’s translation, see: Aen. Sylvius de Europ.,
c. §4. After the Pope’s death the young Roman Nicol. della Valle
translated Homer and Hesiod into Latin verse : Tirab., vi. ii. 15s.
The Cod. Vat., 2756, contains the translation of the first books of
the Iliad, without the name of the translator : Giorgi, Disguisitio de
Nicol. P. V. erga litteras et viros patrocinio, at the close of the
Vita Nicol., v. p. 193.
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The passion for collecting manuscripts led to the
foundation of new libraries. Nicholas himself before
becoming pope had arranged the first public library
in Florence, namely the collection consisting of 8co
volumes which Nicoli bequeathed to his native city,
and which was taken over by Cosimo, and placed in
S. Marco in 1444. Rome fared badly in collections Decay of
of books. In 1432 Traversari found nothing worthy {il:fm;es
of note either in the library of Cardinal Orsini nor Rome-
in S. Cecilia ; neither in the papal library nor that of
S. Peter’s. He found the Greek monastery of Grotta
Ferrata sadly fallen to decay, the manuscripts half
mouldering to dust! Cincius did not venture to
complain of the neglect of the library in S. Gall,
seeing the collections of books in Rome had been
destroyed, in order to procure parchments for paint-
ing likenesses of S. Veronica? The ancient Lateran
library had either perished, or formed a scanty
portion of the literary treasures which had been
carried to Avignon® Nicholas V. deserves high NicholasV.
praise for the great service that he rendered in yemen™
founding afresh the papal library. He added a kb
number of MSS. to those which he inherited from
Eugenius IV., and placed this valuable collection in
a hall of the Vatican. Nothing gave him greater

1 Ambros, Camald., Ep. viii. 42-43 (ed. Mehus).

3 Bibliothecae partim—ut divina Veromicae facies pingeretur, deletae
sunt. Diatriba—ad Fr. Barberi, Ep. p. 7.

% But little returned from Avignon. As late as 1566 the Roman
Commissary Lazzarini bronght away some remnants. §oo volumes
only arrived back under Pius VL. Amati, Notisie d5 aleuni mano-
seritts delP Arch. Secr. Vat. in the Arckiv. Stor. Ser. I11., iii. i
168. Dudik, /ter. Roman., Vienna, 1855, part ii.
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pleasure than to survey these books bound in red
velvet. He appointed as librarian Giovanni Tortelli
of Arezzo, compiler of the pamphlet De Ortographial
The Vatican library did not receive the same care
under his successor, Calixtus III. holding it in
such low esteem that he presented Greek codices
to Cardinal Isidore, and stripped several books of
their gold and silver mountings. So at least the
adherents of Nicholas V. asserted. Bessarion and
f;uxtn'fsll‘t’ Filelforaised loud lamentations.? Thelearned Sixtus
afresh, IV, to his honour revived the ideas of Nicholas V.
In 1475 he removed the library to a new site—four
rooms on the ground floor. Here it remained until
Sixtus V. constructed the new rooms, the most
sumptuous and worthy the accommodation of a
library of any in the world. Sixtus IV. increased
the collection by new acquisitions, wherein he was
aided by his learned secretaries Platina, Jacopo of
Volterra, Lionardo Dati, Domizio Calderini, Sigis-
mondo Conti and Mattia Palmieri. He also assigned
an income to the library, made it over to the use of
the public, and thus became the second founder of
the Vatican library. As Bibliothecarius he first
appointed Gianandrea de Bussis, the indefatigable
Platina  promoter of printing in Rome; in 1475 Platina. In
mu& the picture gallery of the Vatican we still see a
fresco by Melozzo, originally painted on a wall of
the Sistine Library, which represents Sixtus IV.

1 According to Manetti and Vespasiano, on the Pope’s death
the catalogue contained 5000 volumes. This number is, however,
doubtful.

3 Vespas., Vite ed. Mas, p. 284. Filel,, Ep. i. lib. xiii.
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between two Cardinals, while the librarian Platina
kneels before him pointing to lines in praise of the
Pope! Sixtus, moreover, appointed two custodians
and three scriptors for Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.2
He also kept the private archives in the library, and
was likewise the founder of these archives under a
new form. They were at this time contained in
three cupboards and four chests of cyprus wood, and
consisted of Regesta of the Popes and original docu-

ments. Paul II. caused them to be brought to mgﬁ

S. Angelo, where, constantly increased and re- of the
plenished, they remained until the end of the last Vatica™
century® On the death of Platina, Bartolommeo
Manfredi became librarian, and was succeeded in
1484 by Cristoforo Persona, Prior of S. Balbina, who

1 Templa, domum expositis, vicos, et moenia, pontes
Virgineam Trivis quod repararis aguam,
Prisca licet nautss statuas dare commoda porius
Et Vaticanum cingere Sixte jugum :
Plus tamen Urbs debet. Nam quae squallore latebat,
Cernitur in celebri Bibliotheca loco.
took the oath as Bibliothecarius on 18th June 1475. Zanelli, / 43/,
Vatic. dalla sua origine fino al presente, Rome, 1857, p. 15.

# Assemanni, Bibl. Ap. Vat. Codicum— Catalogus, p. xxi.

3 That they scarcely contain any original documents earlier than
saec. xi. is well known.—Gaetano Marini, Memor. istor. degli archivi
@i S. Sede, ed. A. Mai, Rome, 1825 ; Blume’s Jter Jtalicum, vol. iii. ;
Pertz, Jtal. Reise, Hanover, 1824 ; Réstel’s article in the Rom. Stads-
beschr, ii. 295. Dudik, Jter Romanum, ii. In the history of the
papal archives and library new and important researches have been
made by De Rossi, /a Bibl. della Sed. Apost. et i catal. dei suoi
manoscr., Rome, 1884 ; and De orig. Aist., indicibus Scrinis et Bibl.
S. Apost. Commentatio, Rome, 1886 ; also by E. Miintz and Paul
Fabre, La Bibl. du Vatican au XV™ Siicle d'aprés des Doc. inddits,
Paris, 1887.
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The art of
printing.
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translated the historical works of Procopius and
Agathias.

Scarcely had the literary treasures of antiquity
been brought to light, when, as if by natural necessity,
one of the most important discoveries of the human
intellect sprang into being. Printing was the great
instrument that diffused human culture through the
world, and from the narrow circle of ¢ literati’ carried
it to the populace. The mechanical types, which
stamped thought upon paper, broke the fetters of
the intellect; and it was by means of printing that
society tore away the bonds of the Middle Ages.
Hitherto books had been laboriously produced in
the workshops of copyists. It was deemed some-
thing quite extraordinary when with forty-five writers
Vespasiano was able to produce two thousand
volumes' in twenty-two months.! The copies were
expensive; a Bible cost from twenty-five to forty
gold ducats. Ten ducats were asked for a small
copy of Cicero’s Letters ad famziliares. Poggio made
Lionello d’Este pay one hundred gold florins for the
letters of Jerome, and from the poet Beccadelli
received one hundred and twenty ducats for a Livy,
which he himself had copied.?

German prin