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TO

THE MOST NOBLE

THE MARQUIS OF LANSDOWNE,
&e. e, §e.

My Lorp Marquis,

Many reasons concur why I should feel ambitious
to associate your name with the following production. To
enumerate these would neither become my humility, nor
be acceptable to your good taste. But there is one motive
which, as it is the offspring of the heart, implanted there at a
period when adulation was not dreamt of, I may be allowed to
particularise—I was born upon your estates—you are the
landlord of that spot which imparted my earliest images—the
first soarings of my fancy were derived from that scene—and
to the native notes which I have lisped in that primitive and
retired region, more than to the vaunted advantages of a
subsequent collegiate career, am I heholden for the clue
with which I have traversed the ancient world; and of which,
Envy herself must yet acknowledge, that I have here rectified

the history, in its very widest amplitude—as well sacred as

profane.

2060756



DEDICATION.

It is to do honour to this clue, in the eyes of the Mecenas
of his age, and, under the auspices of his approval, to promote
its revival, that I give utterance to this sentiment: and so,
hoping that you will view it in this light, and not as the
empty chaunt of a reprehensible egotism, I beg leave to sub-
scribe myself, with the most profound consideration “and

respect, -
My ]iom) ’;\IARQUIS,
Your Lordship’s most devoted,
And most faithful, humble, Servant,

HexNry O’Brien.
London, September, 1834.



THE

ROUND TOWERS,
&e.

CHAPTER L

“ A lively desire of knowing and, recording our ancestors so generally
prevails, that it must depend on the ihfluence of some common prin-
ciple in the minds of men. We seem to have lived in the persons of
our forefathers ; our calmer judgment will rather tend to moderate
than suppress the pride of an ancient and worthy race. The satirist
may laugh; the philosopher may preach; but reason herself will
respect the prejudices and habits which have been consecrated by the
experience of mankind *.”

Or all nations on the globe, the Irish, as a people,
are universally admitted to possess, in a pre-eminent
degree, those finer sensibilities of the human heart,
which, were they but wisely controlled, would exalt
man above the level of ordinary humanity, and make
him, as it were, a being of another species. The
numerous instances adduced in all periods of their
history, of ardent and enterprising zeal, in every case
wherein personal honour or national glory may be
involved, are i themselves sufficient to establish this
assertion. But while granting their pre-eminence as
to the possession of those feelings, and the capability
of the feelings themselves to be refined and sub-
limated to the very acmé of cultivation, we may still
doubt whether the mere possession of them be not
less a blessing than a curse—whether, in fact, their

* Gibbon's Memoirs.



2 THE ROUND TOWERS.

quick perception of disquietudes and pains be not
more than a counterpoise to their keen enjoyment of
delight or pleasure.

Foremost, however, in the train of the many virtues
which flow therefrom, is that ¢ amor patriz,” or love
of country, which, unsubdued often by the most
galling miseries and the most hopeless wants, throws
a halo round the loneliness of their present despair in
the proud retrospection of their former buoyancy. This
spirit it is which, despite of obvious advantages to be
derived from emigration, has riveted the Irish peasant
so immutably to his home, that any effort on his part
to dissolve those local fetters would be equivalent to
the disruption of all the ties and attachments which
nature or habit had implanted within him.

¢ The lofty scenes around their sires recall,
Fierce in the field and generous in the hall ;
The mountain crag, the stream and waving tree,
Breathe forth some proud and glorious history—
Urges their steps where patriot virtue leads,
And fires the kindred souls to kindred deeds.

They tread elate the soil their fathers trod,
The same their country, and the same their God.”

But it may be said, that this is a day-dream of
youth—the hereditary vanity of one of Iran’s sons,
arrogating antiquity and renown for an inconsiderable
little island, without a particle of proof to substan-
tiate their assumption, or a shadow of authority to
give colour to their claims. Why, sir, cast your
eye over the fair face of the land itself, and does
not the scene abound with the superfluity of its
evidences? What are those high aspiring edifices
which rise with towering elevation towards the
canopy of the “ Most High? ”* What are those stu-

* The Budhist temples.
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pendous and awful structures of another form—the
study at once and admiration of the antiquarian and
the philosopher, to be found on the summits of our
various hills * as well as in the bowels 1 of the earth
itself —what are they but the historical monuments
of splendour departed—surviving the ravages of time
and decay, not as London’s column, to ‘ lift their
heads and lie,” but to give the lie and discomfiture
to those, who, from the interested suggestions of an
illiberal policy, or the more pardonable delusions of a
beclouded judgment, would deny the authenticity of
our historic records, and question the truth of our
primeval civilisation ?

It is true, the magnificence, which those memo-
rials demonstrate, is but the unenviable grandeur of
druidical, as it is called, idolatry and unenlightened
paganism,—when man, relinquishing that supremacy,
consigned to him at his creation, or rather divested
thereof in punishment for the transgression of his dege-
nerate disposition, lost sight of that Being to whom
he owed his safety and his life, and bent himself in
homage before perishable creatures that crawl their
ephemeral pilgrimage through the same scene with
himself: granted; yet that cannot well be objected
to us as a disgrace, which, co-extensive in its adoption
with the amplitude of the earth’s extension, equally
characterised the illiterate and the sage; and if,amidst
this lamentable prostration of the human understand-
ing, any thing like redemption, or feature of supe-
riority may be allowed, it must be, unquestionably, to
the adherents of that system, which, excluding the
objects of matter and clay, recognised, in its worship
of the bright luminaries of the firmament, the purity

* The Cromleachs. 4 The Mithratic Caves.
B2



4 THE ROUND TOWERS.

and omnipotence of that Spirit who brought all into
existence,” and who guides and preserves them in
their respective spheres;—and when I shall have
proved that the intent and application of those
Subian * Towers,—or, to speak more correctly, those
primitive Budhist Temples,—which decorate our land-
scape and commemorate our past renown, appertained
to this species of purified idolatry, which worshipped
only the host of heaven, the moon and the solar body,
which gives vigour to all things, I shall, methinks,
have removed one obstacle from the elucidation: of
our antiquities, and facilitated the road to further
adventure in this interesting inquiry.

Let me not be supposed, however, by the preceding
remarks to restrict their destination to one single pur-
pose. All I require of my readers is a patient perusal
of my details; and T deceive myself very much, and
overrate my powers of enunciation, else I shall esta-
blish in their minds as thorough a conviction of the
development of the “ Towers,” as I am myself satisfied
with the accuracy of my conclusions. I shall only
entreat, then, of their courtesy that I be not antici-
pated in my course, or definitively judged of by iso-
lated scraps, but that, as my notice for this competi-
tion has been limited and recent, allowing but little
time, for the observance of tactique or rules, in the
utterance of the novel views which I now venture to
put forward, the proofs of which, however, have been
long registered in my thoughts, and additionally con-.
firmed by every new research, the merits of the pro-
duction may not be estimated by parcels, but by the
combined tendency of the parts all together.

To begin therefore. The origins I have heard

* Job i,
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assigned to those records of antiquity,—however invi-
dious it may appear, at this the outset of my labours,
to assume so self-sufficient a tone, yet can I not avoid
saying that, whether I consider their multiplicity or
their extravagance, they have not more frequently
excited my ridicule than my commiseration. That
specimens of architecture, so costly and so elegant,
should be designed for the paltry purposes of purgato-
rial columns or penitential heights, to which criminals
should be elevated for the ablution of their enormi-
ties—while the honest citizen, virtuous and unstained,
should be content to grovel amongst lowly terrestrials
‘mid the dense.exhalations of forests and bogs, ina
mud-wall hut, or at best a conglomeration of wattles
and hurdles—is, I conceive, an outrage upon human
reason too palpable to be listened to.

Not less ridiculous is the idea of their having been
intended for beacons ; for, were such their destination,
a hill or rising ground would have been the proper site
for their erection, and not a valley or low land, where
it happens that we generally meet them.

The belfry theory alone, unfounded in one sense
though it really be, and when confined to that appli-
cation equally contemptible with the others, is, not-
withstanding, free from the objection that would lie
against the place, as it is well known that the sound
of bells, which hang in plains and valleys, is heard
much farther than that of such as hang upon eleva-
tions or hills: for, air being the medium of sound,
the higher the sonorous body is placed, the more rare-
fied is that medium, and consequently the less proper
vehicle to convey the sound to a distance. The objec-
tion of situation, therefore, does not apply to this
theory ; and, accordingly, we shall find that the exer-



6 THE ROUND TOWERS.

cising of bells—though in a way and for an object
little contemplated by our theorists—constituted part
of the machinery of the complicated ceremonial of
those mysterious edifices.

The truth is, the “ Round Towers” of Ireland were
not all intended for one and the same use, nor any
one of them limited to one single purpose: and this,
I presume, will account for the variety in their con-
struction, not less perceptible in their diameters and
altitudes than in other characteristic bearings. For,
I am not to be told that those varieties we observe
were nothing more than the capriciousness of taste,
when I find that the indulgence of that caprice, in one
way, would defeat the very object to which one party
would ascribe them, whilst its extension, in a different
way, would frustrate the hopes of another set of spe-
culators.

But what must strike the most cursory as irresis-
tibly convincing that they were not erected all with
one view, is the fact of our sometimes finding two of
them together in one and the same locality.

Now, if they were intended as beacons or belfries,
would it not be the most wasteful expenditure of time
and wealth to erect two of them together on almost
the same spot? And when I mention expenditure,
perhaps 1 may be allowed, incidentally, to observe,
that, of all species of architecture, this particular form,
as it is the most durable, so is it also the most diffi-
cult and the most costly.

Need I name the sum of money which Nelson’s
monument has cost in modern times? or that imper-
fect testimonial in the Pheenix Park which comme-
morates the glories of the hero of Waterloo? No;
but I will mention what Herodotus tells us was the
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purport of an inscription upon one of the pyramids of
Egypt, the form of some of which, be it known, was
not very dissimilar to our Irish pyramids, while their
intent and object were more congenial; viz., that
no less a sum than 1600 talents of silver, or about
400,000l. of our money, had been expended upon
radishes, onions and garlic alone, for 360,000 men,
occupied for twenty years in bringing that stu-
pendous fabric, that combined instrument of religion
and science, to completion !

Our “ Round Towers,” we may well conceive, must
have been attended, at the early period of their
erection, with comparatively similar expense: and
assuredly the motive, which could suggest such an
outlay, must have been one of corresponding import,
of the most vital, paramount, and absorbing consi-
deration.

Would the receptacles for a bell be of such moment?
And that too, whilst the churches, to which, of course,
they must have appertained, were thought worthy of
no better materials than temporary hurdles, and, so,
leave behind them no vestiges of their local site,~no
evidence or trace of their ever having existed! And,
indeed, how could they ?—for existence they never had,
except in the creative imagination of our hypothetical
antiquaries.

Ruins, it is true, of chapels and dilapidated cathe-
drals are frequently found in the vicinity of our
¢ Round Towers; but these betray in their materials
and architecture the stamp of a later age, having
been founded by missionaries of the early Christian
church, and purposely thus collocated—contiguous to
edifices long before hallowed by a religious use,—to,
at once, conciliate the prejudices of those whom they
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would fain persuade, and divert their adoration to a
more purified worship.

And yet, upon this single circumstance of proximity
to ecclesiastical dilapidations—coupled with the bas-
relief of a crucifix which presents itself over the door
of the Budhist temple of Donoghmore in Ireland, and
that of Brechin in Scotland—have the deniers of the
antiquity of those venerable memorials raised that
superstructure of historical imposture, which, please
God, I promise them, will soon crumble round their
ears, before the indignant effulgence of regenerated
veracity.

It might be sufficient for this purpose, perhaps, to
tell them, that similar ruins of early Christian churches
are to be met with, abundantly, in the neighbourhood
of Cromleachs and Mithratic caves, all through the
island ; and that they might as well, from this vicinity,
infer, that those two other vestiges of heathenish
adoration were contrived by our early Christians as
appendages to the chapels, as they would fain make
out—by precisely the same mode of inference—that
the “ Round Towers ” had been!

But this would not suit ; they could find no asecrip=
tion, associated with Christianity, which cave or crom-
leach could subserve ; and, thus, have the poor mission-
aries escaped the cumbrous imputation of having
those colossal pagan slabs, and those astounding gen-
tile excavations, affiliated upon them.

Not so fortunate the “ Towers.” After ransacking
the whole catalogue of available applications, apper-
taining to the order of monastic institutions, with
which to Siamise those temples, Montmorency has, at
last, hit upon the noble and dignified department of
a ““ dungeon-keep ” or “lock-up !’ as the sole use and
intention of their original erection !
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As I intend, however, to unravel this fallacy in its
proper quarter, I shall resume, for the present, the
thread of my discourse.

Besides the absurdity, then, of bestowing such mag-
nificence upon so really inconsiderable a thing as a
belfry, while the supposed churches were doomed to
dwindle and moulder in decay, is it not astonishing
that we find no vestiges of the like fashion, or strue-
tures of the like form, in any of those countries where
the people, to whom the advocates of this theory
ascribe their erection, have since and before exercised
sway !

The Danes had dominion in Britain longer and
more extensively than they ever had in this island ;
and yet, in the whole compass of England, from one
extremity to the other, is there not one fragment of
architecture remaining to sanction the idea of identity
or resemblance !

Nay, in all Denmark and Scandinavia, the original
residence of the Ostmen and. Danes, there is not a
single parallel to be found to those columnar edi-
fices!

Ireland, on the contrary, exhibits them in every
quarter; in districts and baronies where Danish
authority was never felt; and surely our forefathers
were not so much in love with the usages and habits
of their barbarian intruders, as to multlply the number
of those stately piles, solely in imitation of such de-
tested taskmasters.

But what renders it demonstrative that those pro-
fessional pirates had no manner of connexion with the
Irish ¢ Round Towers,” is the glaring fact, that in the
two cities of Wexford and Waterford —where their
power was absolute, their influence uncontrolled—
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there is not a solitary structure that could possibly
be ascribed to the class of those which we now dis-
cuss!

In Scotland alone, of all European countries be-
sides Ireland, do we meet with two of them :—one at
Brechin, and the other at Abernethy ;—but they are
smaller than the Irish, and, with other characteristics,
seem to have been built, after their model, at a com-
paratively recent period, by a colony from this coun-
try, “as if marking the fact,” to use Dalton’s acciden-
tally* appropriate phrase, “ of that colonization hav-
ing taken place when the rites, for which the ¢ Round
Towers” were erected, in the mother-country, were on
the decline.”

But, forsooth, they are called “ cloghachd” by the
peasantry, and that, without further dispute, fixes
their destination as belfries! Oh! seri studiorum
quine difficile putetis?

That some of them had been appropriated in latter
times, nay and still are, to this purpose, I very rea-
dily concede ; but, “ toto ccelo,” I deny that such had
ever entered into the contemplation of their construc-
tors, as I do, also, the universality of the very name,
which I myself know, by popular converse, to be but
partial in its adoption, extending only to such as had
been converted by the moderns to the purpose de-
scribed, or such as may, originally, have had a clogh,
or bell, of which I admit there were some, as part of
their apparatus.

The first bells of which we have any mention, are
those described by Moses, as attached to the gar-

* 1 say accidentally, because he foundered as well upon the actual co-
lony, who erected those temples, as upon the rafure of the rites for which
they were erected.
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ments of the high-priest. From these, the Gentiles,
as they affected to rival the Israelites in all their
ceremonies, borrowed the idea, and introduced its
exercise into the celebration of their own ritual. By
« Israelites,” however, I deem it necessary to explain
that I do not understand those who, in strictness of
speech, are so denominated as the descendants of
Israel, . e., Jacob, who, in fact, were a comparatively
modern people; but I particularize that old stock of
patriarchal believers which existed from the Creation,
and upon which the Israelites, rigidly so called, were
afterwards engrafted.

Our Irish history abounds with proofs of the
“ ceol,” and ¢ ceolan,” the bell and the little bell,
having been used by the pagan priests in the ministry
of their religious ordinances; and to the fictitious
sanctity which they attributed to this instrument may
we ascribe that superstitious regard, which the illite-
rate and uneducated still continue to entertain for the
music of its sound.

From the Sabian ceremonial—succeeded by the
Druidical—it unquestionably was that the Christian
missionaries in Ireland first adopted the use of bells,
wishing, wisely, therein to conform as much as pos-
sible to the prejudices of the natives, when they did
not essentially interfere with the spirit of their divine
mission. I shall hereafter relate the astonishment
excited in England, at the appearance of one of those
bells, brought there in the beginning of the sixth cen-
tury by Gildas, who had just returned after finishing
his education in Ireland; and this, in itself, should
satisfy the most incredulous, that the Britons, as well
pagan as Christian, were ever before strangers to
such a sight ; and no wonder, for they were strangers
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also to such things as * Round Towers,” to which 1
shall prove those implements properly and exclu-
sively belonged.

¢ Clogad” is the name, and which literally signifies
a ¢ pyramid,” that has led people into this « belfry”
mistake. To conclude, therefore, this portion of our
investigation, I shall observe, in Dr. Milner’s words,
¢ that none of these towers are large enough for a
single bell, of a moderate size, to swing about in it;
that, from the whole of their form and dimensions,
and from the smallness of the apertures in them, they
are rather calculated to stifle than to transmit to a
distance any sound that is made ¢n them : lastly, that
though, possibly, a small bell may have been acciden-
tally put up in one or two of them at some late period,
yet we constantly find other belfries, or contrivances
for hanging bells, in the churches adjoining to them.”

I fear greatly I may have bestowed too much pains
in dispelling the delusion of this preposterous opinion.
But as it had been put forward with so much confi-
dence by a much-celebrated < antiquarian,”—though
how he merited the designation I confess myself at a
loss to know,—I thought it my duty not to content
myself with the mere exposure of the fallacy, without
following it up with proofs, which must evermore, I
trust, encumber its advocates with shame - and ‘the
rather, as this great champion of Danish civilisalion
and proclaimer of his country’s barbarism, is at no
ordinary trouble to affect ridicule and contempt for
a most enlightened and meritorious English officer,
who, from the sole suggestion of truth, promoted by
observation and antiquarian research, stood forward
as the advocate of our ancestral renown, to make
amends, as it were, for the aspersions of domestic
calumniators.
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Both parties are, however, now appreciated as they
ought; and though Vallancey, certainly, did not under-
stand the purport of our “ Round Towers,” his view
of them, after all, was not far from being correct ;
and the laborious industry with which he prosecuted
his inquiries, and the disinterested warmth with
which he ushered them into light, should shield his
memory from every ill natured sneer, and make every
child of Iran feel his grateful debtor.

Having given Milner a little while ago the oppor-
tunity of tolling the death-knell of the belfry hypo-
thesis, I think I could not do better now than give
Ledwich, in return, a triumph, by demdlishing the
symmetry of the anchorite vagary.

¢ It must require a warm imagination,” says this
writer,—after quoting the account given by Evagrius,
of Simeon Stylite’s pillar, upon which Richardson,
Harris, and Milner after them, had founded the an-
chorite vagary,— to point out the similarity between
this pillar and our  tower:’ the one was solid, and
the other hollow—the one square, and the other cir-
cular: the ascetic there was placed without on the
pillar; with us inclosed in the tower. He adds,
these habitations of anchorites were called inclusoria,
or arcti inclusorit ergastula, but these were very diffe-
rent from our round towers ; for he mistakes Raderus,
on whom he depends, and who says, ° The house of
the recluse ought to be of stone, the length and
breadth twelve feet, with three windows, one facing
the choir, the other opposite, through which food is
conveyed to him, and the third for the admission of
light—the latter to be always covered with glass or
horn.”

“ Harris, speaking of Donchad O’Brien, Abbot of
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Clonmacnois, who shut himself up in one of these
cells, adds, ‘I will not take upon me to affirm that it
was in one of these towers of Clonmacnois he was
inclosed.” It must have been the strangest perver-
sion of words and ideas to have attempted it. Is it
not astonishing that a reverie thus destitute of truth,
and founded on wilful mistakes of the plainest pas-
sages, should have been attended to, and even be, for
some time, believed?”

Thus have I allowed him to retaliate in his own
words; but in order to render his victory complete,
by involving a greater number within his closing
denunciation, he should have waited until he had
seen a note appended to the fourteenth of Dr. Milner’s
Letters, which, unquestionably, would deserve a simi-
lar rebuke for its gross perversion of a “cell ” into a
“ tower.”

It is this :—“ We learn from St. Bernard, that St.
Malachy, afterwards Archbishop of Armagh, in the
twelfth century, applied for religious instruction, when
a youth, to a holy solitary by name Imarus, who was
shut up in a ‘cell,” near the cathedral of the said
city, probably in a Round Tower.” Risum teneatis?

But I am tired of fencing with shadows and special
pleading with casuists. And yet, as I would wish
to render this Essay systematically complete, I am
forced, however reluctant, to notice the conjecture,
which others have hazarded, of those “ Round Towers”
having been places of retreat and security in the
event of invasion from an enemy ; or depositories and
reservoirs for the records of state, the church utensils
and national treasures !

To the former, I shall reply, that Stanihurst’s
description of the “excubias in castelli vertice,” upon
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which it would seem to have been founded, does not,
at all, apply to the case ; because, while the “ castella”
have vanished, the “ Round Towers,”—which never be-
longed to them,—do, many of them still firmly, main-
tain their post; and as to the latter, the boldness with
which it has been put forward, by its author before
named,* requires a more lengthened examination than
its utter instability could otherwise justify.

* Colonel Montmorency.
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CHAPTER II

Tais chivalrous son of Mars, more conversant, I
should hope, with tactics than with literary disquisi-
tions, has started with a position, which he is himself,
shortly after, the most industrious to contradict ;
namely, ¢ that the gods, to punish so much vanity
and presumption, had consigned to everlasting obli-
vion the founders, names, dates, periods, and all
records relating to them*.”

Surely, if they were intended for the despicable
dungeons, which the colonel would persuade us was
their origin, there existed neither “ vanity ” nor “ pre-
sumption” in that humble design ; and when to this
we add the nature of that security, which he tells us
they were to establish, one would think that this
should be a ground for the perpetuity of their regis-
tration, rather than for consigning their history to
¢ everlasting oblivion.”

But secure in the consciousness of the whole history
of those structures, and satisfied that {ruth will never
suffer any thing by condescending to investigation,
I will, to put the reader in full possession of this
adversary’s statement, here capitulate his arguments
with all the fidelity of an honourable rival.

His object, then, being to affix the “ Round Towers”
to the Christian era, he begins by insisting that, as

* Pliny, Lib. Ixvi. cap. 12.
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“the architects of those buildings were consummate
masters in masonic art,” it follows, that “ a people so
admirably skilled in masonry, never could have expe-
rienced any impediments in building substantial
dwellings, strong castles, palaces, or any other struc-
tures of public or private conveniency, some fragments
of which, however partial and insignificant, would
still be likely to appear, in despite of the corroding
breath of time or the torch of devastation.”

His next argument is, ‘¢ that the busy and fantastic
bard,—whose occupation led him to interfere in private
and public concerns,~—who, in truth, (he adds,) is our
oldest and most circumstantial annalist,—on the subject
of the Pillar Tower, is dumb and silent as the dead ;”
whence he infers the “ non-existence of those Towers
during the remote ages of bardic influence,”—*and of
their being utterly unknown to them, and to our ances-
tors, anterior to the reception of the Christian faith.”

His third proposition is, that as “ Strabo, Pompo-
nius Mela, Solinus, Diodorus Siculus, and other writers
of antiquity, have represented the condition of Ireland
and its inhabitants to be barbarous in their days,—in
common with their neighbours the Britons, Gauls,
and Germans, to whom the art systematically to
manufacture stone had been unknown,—ergo, those
barbarians could not be set up as the authors of the
Pillar Tower.”

His fourth premise is, that « wherever we chance
to light upon a cromleach, we seldom fail to find near
it one of those miserable caves”—and which he has
described before as * surpassing in dreariness every-
thing in the imagination of man;”—whereas in the
vicinity of the Pillar Tower no such thing is seen,
unless some natural or accidental excavation may hap-

@
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pen to exist unaccountably in that direction.” His
inference from which is, that ¢ although the cromleach
and the cave do claim, the first a Celtic, the second a
Pheenician origin, and happen kere to be united, the
Pillar Tower, nevertheless, disavows even the most
distant connexion with either of them.”

His fifth is a continuation of the foregoing, with an
erroneous parallelism, viz., ““at Bael Heremon, in
India, not far from Mount Lebanon, there stood a temple
dedicated to Bael, near to which were many caves, of
which one was roomy enough to admit into it four
thousand persons.” ¢ The size of those temples,” he
adds, * was regulated according to the extent or
amount of the local population, being spacious and
magnificent in large eities, and small and simple in
the inferior towns and villages; but nowhere, nor
in any case, do we meet an example of a lofty spiral
tower, internally too confined to admit into it at once a
dozen bulky persons, denominated a-temple.”

« An edifice,” he resumes, ¢ like the Pillar Tower,
might easily serve for a belfry; and there are in-
stances where it has been converted, in modern times,
to that use; on the other hand a temple, properly
speaking, gives an idea of a spacious edifice, or of one
calculated to accommodate, withinside its walls, a cer-
tain congregation of devout people, met to pray.
Should the building, to answer any partial or private
use, be constructed upon a diminutive scale, like the
little round temple at Athens*, called Demosthenes’

* This incomparably beautiful object, constructed of white marble, in
the days of Demosthenes, in the second year of the one hundred and
eleventh Olympiad, 335 years before Christ, and in the year 418 of Rome,
was erected in honour of some young men of the tribe of Archamantide,
vietors at the public games, and dedicated, it is supposed, to Hercules.
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the edifice,” he continues, ““in that case, obtains its
appropriate shape, yet differing in plan, size, and ele-
vation, from the Irish Pillar Tower, to which it can-
not, in any one respect, be assimilated.” .

¢ Moreover,” he says, “ the ancients had hardly any
round temples. Vitruvius barely speaks of two kinds,
neither of which bears the slightest resemblance to 2
tower. Upon the whole,” concludes he, ¢ if we will
but bestow a moment’s reflection on the geographical
and political condition of primitive Ireland, and the
avowed tardy progress towards . civilization, and an
acquaintance with the fine arts, then common to those
nations not conveniently placed within the enlightened
and enlivening pale of Attic and Roman instruction,
it will be impossible not to pronounce Vallancey’s
conjectures respecting the Pillar Tower, as recep-
tacles for the sacred fire, altogether chimerical and
fabulous.”

Before I proceed to demolish, seriatim, this tissue
of cobwebs, I wish it to be emphatically laid down
that I do not tread in General Vallancey’s footsteps.
To his undoubted services, when temperately guarded,
I have already paid the tribute of my national grati-
tude; but, pitying his mistakes, while sick of his
contradictions, I have taken the liberty to chalk out
my own road.

Now for Montmorency. As to the first, then, of
those objections against the antiquity of our Round
Towers, it is readily repelled by explaining that, in
the early ages of the world, masonic edifices, of archi-
tectural precision, were exclusively appropriated, as
a mark of deferential homage, to the worship of the
Great Architect of the universe ; and with this view it
was that the science was, at first, studied as a sort of

b 2
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religious mystery, of which there can be required
no greater possible corroboration than the circum-
stance of that ancient and mysterious society who
date the existence of their institution from Noah him-
self, and it is incomparably older, still retaining—
amid the thousand changes which the world has since
undergone, and the thousand attempts that have been
made to explore and explode their secrets—the
mystic denominational ligature of «“ Free and Accepted
Masons *.”

The absence, therefore, of any vestiges of other
coeval structures, for private abode or public exhibi-
tion, should excite in us no surprise ; more especially
when we recollect that in the East also,—whence all
our early customs have been derived,—their mud-built
houses present the greatest possible contrast between
the simplicity of their domestic residences, and the
magnificence and grandeur of their religious con-
venticles—Verum illi delubra deorum pietate, domos
sud glorid decorabant .

But though this my reply is triumphantly subver-
sive of the Colonel’s first position, I shall dwell upon
it a little longer, to hold forth, with merited retalia-
tion, either his disingenuousness or his forgetfulness;
because the same inference which he deduced from
the non-appearance of coeval architecture of any other
class, would apply as well to the period which ke
wishes to establish as the era of the erection of the

* The first name ever given to this body was Saer, which has three
significations—firstly, free; secondly, mason ; and thirdly, Son of God.
In no language could those several imports be united but in the
original one, viz., the Irish. The Hebrews express only one branch of
it by aliben ; while the English join together the other two.

4 Sallust, Cat, Con.
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Towers,—and of which era, he admits, no other archi-
tectural monuments do remain,—as to that which I
shall incontrovertibly prove was their proper epoch.
Then, without having recourse to the impossibility—
of which all travellers complain—to ascertain even the
situation of those gigantic cities which in other parts
of the globe, at equally remote periods of time, were
cried up as the wonders of the age—the master-
pieces of human genius, making their domes almost
kiss the stars—uwithout betaking myself, I say, to
those, the only memorials of which are now to be
found in that of the echo, which, to your affrighted
fancy, asking inquisitively and incredulously, «“ Where
are they ?” only repeats responsively, “ Where are
they ?7”—passing over this, I tell him that, more highly
favoured than other countries, we possess, in Ireland,
ample evidences of those remnants which he so vaunt-
ingly challenges. Traverse the isle in its inviting
richness, over its romantic mountains and its fertile
valleys, and there is scarcely an old wall you meet, or
an old hedge you encounter, that you will not find—
imbedded among the mass,—some solitary specimens of
chiselled execution, which, in their proud, aristocratic
bearing, afford ocular and eloquent demonstration of
their having once occupied a more respectable post.
Not less futile than the foregoing is his second
objection, arising from what he represents as the
silence of *“ the busy and fantastic bard.” Doubtless
he reckoned upon this as his most impregnable bat-
tery ; and I readily believe that most of his readers
anticipate the same result; but this little book will
soon shiver the fallacy of such calculations, and ad-
duce, in its proper place,—from the very head and
principal of the dardic order, no less a personage than
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Amergin himself,—its fowering refutation ; as well as
the final, incontrovertible appropriation of those strue-
tures to their actual founders.

In the interim, I must not let the opportunity pass
of vindicating our ancient bards from the false im-
putations of “ busy and fantastic.”

If pride of descent be a weakness of Irishmen, it is
one in which they are countenanced by all the nations
of the globe who have had anything like pretensions
to support the claim ;—and I fearlessly affirm, that the
more sensitive a people prove themselves of their na-
tional renown, their hereditary honour, and ancestral
splendour, the more tenacious will they show themselves,
in support of that repute,—whether as individuals or
a community,—in every cause involving the far higher
interests of moral rectitude, of virtue, and of religion.
In the legitimate indulgence of this honourable emo-
tion, the Irish have ever stood conspicuously high.
No nation ever attended with more religious zeal to
their acts and genealogies, their wars, alliances, and
migrations, than they did: and while no people ever
excelled them in enterprise or heroism, or the wisdom
and administration of their legislative code, so were
they surpassed by none in the number and capability
of those who could delineate such events, and impart
to reality the additional charm of imagery and verse.

The Bards were a set of men exclusively devoted,
like the tribe of Levi amongst the Israelites, to the
superintendence of those subjects. Their agency in
this department was a legitimately recognized and
graduate faculty ; and, in accuracy of speech, the only
one which merited the designation of learned ; being
attainable only after the most severe novitiate of preli-
minary study, and rigid exercise of all the mental
powers.
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The industry and patience bestowed on such a
course were not, however, without their reward. In
a classical point of view this exhibited itself in the
high estimation in which they were held,— both
amongst foreigners and natives,—as poets, as prophets,
and as philosophers ; while the dignity and emolument
attached to their situation, and the distinguished rank
assigned them, at the general triennial assemblies of
the state, at Tara,—with the endowments conferred
upon them by the monarch and the several provincial
kings,—were sure to render it, at all times, an object
of ambition and pursuit, to members of the noblest
families throughout the various parts of the realm.

The moral deportment and personal correctness of
those literary sages contributed still further to add to
their esteem; and, probably, I could not succeed
better, in depicting the almost sanctity of their general
behaviour, than by transcribing a stanza, descriptive
of the qualities which won to them, as a society, the
mingled sentiments of veneration and of awe. Itis
taken from a very ancient Irish poem, and runs thus :—

Iod na laimh lith gan ghuin,
Iod na beorl gan ean neamhuib,
Iod na foghlama gan ean ghes,
Is jod na lanamh nas.

That is,—
Theirs were the hands free from violence,
Theirs the mouths free from calumny,

Theirs the learning without pride,
And theirs the love free from venery.

In later times, I admit there was a lamentable de-
generacy in the bardic class ;—or rather the innumer-
able pretenders to the assumption of the name, and
the ¢ fescennine licentiousness ” with which they vio-
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lated the sanctity of domestic seclusion,—in exposing
the objects of their private spleen,—tended not a little
to bring their body into disrepute, and subject them
additionally to the salutary restrictions of legisla-
tive severity. They were not less extravagant in the
lavishment of their fulsome commendations ; so that
one can hardly avoid drawing a parallel between them
and those poetasters, formerly, of Italy, whom Horace
so happily describes in those remarkable hexameters,
viz.—

« Fescennina per hunc invecta licentia morem,
V erslbus alternis opprobria rustica fudit,
* quin etiam lex
P(Bnaque lata malo quae mallet carmine quenquam,
Describi .

You would imagine the Roman poet was speaking
of the Irish bards in the night of their decline ; but
the description by no means applies to the original
institution,—whose object it was to perpetuate the
history and records of the nation, and preserve its
history from the intrusions of barbarism. To this end
it was, that they met for revision at the senatorial
synod ; and the importance of this trust, it was, that
procured to their body the many dignities before de-
scribed,—giving them precedence above the aggregate
of the community at large, and investing them with
an authority little short of royalty.

Rhyme was the vehicle in which their lucubrations
were presented ; verse the medium selected for their
thoughts. To gain perfection in this accomplishment,
their fancies were ever on the stretch; while the
varieties of metre which they invented for the purpose,
and the facility with which they bent them to each

* Lib. xi. Epist. 11.
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application and use, were not the least astonishing
part of their arduous avocations, and leave the cata-
logue of modern measures far away in the shade.

Music is the sister of poetry, and it is natural to
suppose that they went hand in hand here. In all
countries, the voice was the original organ of musical
sounds. With this they accompanied their extempo-
raneous hymns ; with this they chanted the honours of
their heroes. The battle-shout and the solemnity of
the hour of sacrifice were the usual scenes for the
concerts of our ancestors. Singing the glory of former
warriors, the combatant was Aimself inspired; and
while the victim expired on the altar of immolation,
the priest sung the praise of the deity he invoked.

The introduction of the Christian truths gave a new
and elevated scope to the genius of the bards. A
new enthusiasm kindled up their ardour—a new
vitality invigorated their frames; and they who, but
the moment before, were most conspicuous in up-
holding the dogmas of the pagan creed, became now
the most distinguished in proclaiming the blessings
of the Christian dispensation. Fiech, Amergin,
Columba, Finan, &c., are glorious examples of this
transmuted zeal.

About the twelfth or thirteenth centuries, however,
a change burst forth for the destinies of this order.
Verse ceased to be used in their historical announce-
ments. Prose succeeded, as a more simple narrative ;
and from that moment the respectability of the bards
progressively evaporated.

The jealousy of the English government at the
martial feeling excited by their effusions, and the in-
trepid acts of heroism inculcated by their example, if
not the actual cause of this national declension, pre-
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ponderated very largely amongst its component ingre-
dients.

In the height of the battle, when the war-cry was
most loud, and the carnage most severe, those poetic
enthusiasts would fling themselves amongst the ranks
of the enraged contenders, and determine the victory
to whatever party they chose to befriend.

‘When, too, under the pressure of an untoward fate,
and the disheartening yoke of—what they deemed—a
treacherous subjugation, the nobles would seem dis-
pirited at the aspect of circumstances, and all but sub-
scribe to the thraldom of slavery, the bards would
rouse the energies of their slumbering patriotism, and,
as Tyrteeus used the Spartans, enkindle in their
bosoms a passion for war. 'We must not be surprised,
therefore, to find in the preamble to some of the acts
passed in those times for the suppression of this body
of men, the following harsh and depreciating allu-
sions; viz., “ That those rymors do, by their ditties
and rymes made to divers lords and gentlemen in
Ireland, in the commendacyon and high praise of ex-
tortion, rebellyon, rape, raven, and outhere injustice,
encourage those lords and gentlemen rather to follow
those vices than to leave them.”

For two centuries after the invasion of Henry II.,
the voice of the Muse was but faintly heard in Ireland.
The arms of Cromwell and William III. completely
swept away her feudal reminiscences. As it was
their country’s lustre that inspired the enthusiasm of
the bards, so, on the tarnishing of ¢ts honour, did they
become mute and spiritless. They fell with its fall ;
and, like the captive Israelites, hanging their untuned
harps on the willows, they may be supposed to ex-
claim, in all the vehemence of the royal psalmist,—
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“ Now while our harps were hanged soe,
The men whose captives there we lay
Did on our griefs insulting goe,

And more to grieve us thus did say :
You that of musique make such show,
Come, sing us now a Zion lay.—

Oh! no, we have nor voice nor hand
For such a song in such a land.”

Montmorency’s third objection against the antiquity
of the ¢ Round Towers,”—founded on the statements
of those Greek and Latin writers above named, re-
specting the “ barbarous” condition of the then Irish,
—1I thus dissipate into thin air.

The inhabitants of Ireland, at the time in which
those authors flourished, had nothing to do with the
erection of the Round Towers. Those edifices were
hoary with antiquity at that moment. They belonged
to an ra and to a dynasty, not only of a more ancient
but of a more exalted character in every sense of the
word, and whose religious ceremonials, for the cele-
bration of which the Round Towers were constructed,
the then inhabitants did not only abhor, but did all in
their power to efface and obliterate. Nor was it the
religion alone, of this inoffensive and sacred tribe, that
this new and devastating race of militants laboured to
extirpate; but, what was far more to be deplored,
they, for a season, extinguished their literature also;
until at length, fired by the moral ether which the
lessons of their now slaves had inspired, their souls
got attuned to the sublimity of such studies, and they
sat themselves down accordingly to emulate their in-
structors.

As to the puny detractions, therefore, of either
Greece or Rome, they might well have been spared,
as they knew less than nothing of our real history.



28 THE ROUND TOWERS.

‘When they were lowly and obscure, and immersed in
the darkness of circumambient benightment, our high
careering name, synonymous with civilization, was
wafted by the four winds of heaven to all the quarters
of the world which that heaven irradiates. The com-
merce of the whole east pressed tumultuously to our
shores—the courts of the polished universe (not in-
cluding Greece or Rome amongst the number) sent us
embassies of congratulation ; while the indomitable ar-
dour and public-spirited zeal of the « islanders” them-
selves launched them abroad over thebosom of the wide
watery circumference ; exploring in every region the
gradations of civil institutes, as well as the master pro-
ductions of Nature herself; civilizing life with the
results of their discoveries,and garnishing their houses,
like so many museums, with the fruits of their re-
search, for the benefit, at once, and entertainment of
their less favoured, though not less ambitious brethren
at home.

Think you that the testimony of Festus Avienus,
who wrote before the Christian light, and who, avow-
edly, only compiled his treatise from other more
ancient authorities—think you, I say, that Ais desig-
nation of thisisland as ¢ sacred,”—and which he says
was the appropriate denomination by which the still
greater ancients used to call it,—was an idle sobriquet
or an arbitrary adjective? Amongst the many dis-
coveries which will develop themselves in succession,
before I shall have done with this little book, I pledge
myself to the public incontrovertibly to prove, that
the word ¢ Hibernian,”—so grossly abused and so
malignantly vilified, and which Avienus has recorded
as the name of the islanders at the period in which he
wrote, as it is still to this day—signifies—in its com-
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ponent essence, and according to the nicest serutiny of
etymological analysis, independently altogether of his-
torical corroboration—an inhabitant of the sacred isle ;
and has nothing on earth to do with Heber or Here-
mon; or hiar, the west; or tberin, extremes; or any
other such outlandish nonsense !

Now comes the Colonel’s fifth and last objection;
viz., that because there existed at Baal Heremon, in
India, a temple sacred to Baal, the capacity of which
was sufficient to accommodate four thousand persons,
therefore the Round Towers, which are * internally
too confined to admit into them, at once, a dozen bulky
persons, could not be denominated a temple.”

Does not the Colonel know that there existed a
plurality of those Baals? that, in fact, they were as
innumerable as the stars in the firmament, resolving
themselves—according to the character of every distinct
country, and of every minor subdivision and canton in
that country—into the specific and gentile classifica-
tions of Baal Shamaim, Baal Pheor or Phearagh, Baal
Meon, Baal Zephon, Baal Hemon, &c.; while under
the veil of all, the learned ever understood to have been
solely personated, the sun and moon. < Howbeit
every nation made gods of their own, and the men of
Babylon made Succoth-Benoth *.”

In accordance with the different views under which
each people considered the bounties of those lumi-
naries, so did their temples assume a corresponding
shape ; and it shall be my lot, in the progress of this
litigated research, to show why the followers of one
of those Baals, namely, Baal Phearagh, gave their
temples this erect, narrow, and elevated roundness.

1 have thus annihilated those visionary ramparts,

* 2 Kings xvii. 29, 30.
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which my opponent had flattered himself he had raised
against the intrusion of long-suppressed truth; and
by the help of which, as a military bastion, he had
fondly hoped he might link together the church and
the sword in one cemenfed bond of anachronism, Let
us see, however, how he would bring about the match,
with the articles of intermarriage, and so forth.

His assumption is, that ‘ the founders of those
Towers were primitive Ccenobites and Bishops, muni-
Jicently supported in the undertaking by the newly-
converted kings and toparchs; the builders and
architects being those monks and pilgrims who, from
Greece and Rome, either preceded or accompanied
our early missionaries in the fifth and sixth cen-
turies ;” which he pretends to substantiate in the
following manner. /

Having discovered, by a most miraculous effort of
penetration, that one hundred and fifty Greek and
Roman religionists had accompanied St. Abhan on
his return from imperial Rome,—whither he had gone
to cornplete his theological studies, towards the end of
the fifth century,—and not knowing how to occupy
those strangers in this then pagan land, the Colonel,
with his industrious habits, well aware that « idleness
is the mother of mischief,” sets them, at once, about
building the Towers.

But as it would be too lavish a display of knight-
errantry to waste their time and strength without some
ostensible purpose, he must, of course, find out for
them a pretext, at least, for such; and so, in the eager-
ness of his milito-monastic zeal, he flies off, at a tangent,
to the top of mount Colzoum, near the desert of Gebel,
—=*“a short day’s journey from the Red Sea,”—swhere he
thinks he has got, in the monasteries of the Egyptian
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monks, a direct, immediate, and indubitable proto-
type.

Reader, you shall be the judge. Here is his own
translation of Bonnani’s description of the place, viz.

¢ There are three churches, of which St. Anthony’s,
which is small and very old, is the most distinguished;
the second is dedicated to the apostles Peter and
Paul; and the third church is raised in honour of St.
Macaire, who has been a lay brother in this convent.
All of the cells stand separately from each other; they
are 10l built, the walls being composed of clay, covered
in with flat roofs, and diminutive windows only one
foot square. Close to the refectory, which is dark
and dirty, the monks have added a rather decent apart-
ment, in their wonted hospitality, destined to the
reception of visiters.

* Within the central court-yard, an isolated square
tower of masonry, which is approached by a drawbridge,
holds a formidable station. Here the Cophtes preserve
whatever wealth or precious objects they possess;
and if assailed by the plundering Arabs, defend them-
selves with stones, There are four more celebrated
monasteries in the desert of St. Macaire, distant about
three days’ journey from Grand Cairo. The first is
the convent of St. Macaire, which is ancient and in a
ruinous state—the bones of the founder are enshrined
in a stone coffin, placed behind an iron gate, en-
veloped in a chafe or pluvial (a sort of church orna-
ment), formed into a canopy. A square tower of
stone, which you enter by a drawbridge, is the only
solid building belonging to the Abbey that remains.
The friars store their books and their provisions, and
obstinately defend themselves in this %old, whenever
the wild Arabs come to pay them a predatory visit.
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¢ There are similar (square) towers attached to the
three other monasteries in the desert, the doors of
which, and of the convent of St. Macaire, are alike
covered with iron plates,” &c. &e.

To the candid and dispassionate reader,—who has
gone through this extract, and who is told that this is
the dasis upon which Colonel de Montmorency builds
his superstructure of monastic appropriation,—to such
I fearlessly appeal whether he will not scout the in-
dignity with intellectual scorn.

Here are edifices spread, tn numbers, over our
island, in unity of design and elegance of execution,
admitted by this writer himself as ¢ the most imposing
objects of antiquity in all Christendom,” and “ placed
by an almost supernatural power to brave the stormy
winds and the wrath of time ;” yet, in the same breath,
made the counterparts of a_few trumpery, temporary, and
crazy old piles, which were originally erected as mili-
tary stations, totally distinct from religion or religious
uses—similar to those erected by Helena, mother to
Constantine the Great, on the coast of Syria, against
piratical incursions, and analogous to what we find
in India, viz., a whole fortress converted into a con-
ventual establishment. The thing is absurd,—it is
revolting to common sense,—and bears on its forehead
its own discomfiture.
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CHAPTER IIL

OBsERVE, then, the structures which he compares are
altogether different ; one being square, and the other
round. Nor, in the whole compass of possible analo-
gles, is there a single feature in which the two classes
of edifices could be said to correspond, but that
they both have their doors—which, by the way, are
different in their form—at a distance from the ground.
The Pyramids of Egypt bear the same correspondence,
—their entrance being one-third of the height from the
surface—and why does not the Colonel bestow them
also upon the monks? No; those poor, denuded,
inoffensive, exemplary, unearthly victims of maceration,
were incapable of, either the masonic acmé, or,—at the
era which Montmorency particularises,—of the corpo-
rate influence and pecuniary or equivalent supplies,
indispensable for the erection of either *pyramid” or
“ tower ; "—contenting themselves rather with their
lowly cells, whence they issued out, at all seasons,
to diffuse the word of ¢ life,” than in raising may-
poles of stone, within which to garrison their inexpres-
sible treasures.

But to reconcile this discrepancy in exterior outfit,
he has recourse to a miracle, which he thus conjures
up. “ Doubtless, in the beginning, when first those
Cenobites settled in the desert, the convent-tower
was round;” then, by a single word, presto,—or

D
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“ doubtless "—right-about face, takes place a meta-
morphosis, from round to square !—the more miracu-
lous, in that the former round ones left behind them
no vestiges! Upon which, again, a counter miracle
is effected;—* The square ones having subsequently
fallen into disuse, the round tower, in after ages,”—he
says,—‘‘appears to have acquired a degree of increased
celebrity, especially in Europe, during the preponder-
ance of the feudal system, when every baronial castle
in Great Britain, Ireland, Germany, France, &c., was
furnished with one or more.” Now, has he not before
told us, and told us truly, by chance, that the Pillar
Tower scorns all kind of affinity with those * barba-
rians ;" whereupon I shall merely observe with the
poet, that—

“ If people contradict themselves, can I
Help contradicting them * 2™

But, if intended as a place of shelter for either
person or property, why build them of such an alti-
tude? Above all things, why not build them of such
internal capacity as to accommodate the wkole number
of inmates in each convent, in case of an attack,—as, in
fact, those square towers in the desert used ; whereas,
“a dozen bulky persons” could not squeeze together
into one of our Round Towers ; and accordingly, with
the inconsistency inseparable from error, our author
himself proclaims, that <“it has frequently occurred
that the darbarian, on finding that he had been foiled
in his search after treasures, though he burned the
abbey, and perpetrated all the mischief he was able,
sooner than retire empty-handed, the pirate seized on
the abbot, or most prominent member he found be-

* Byron.
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longing to the community, and hurried away the un-
fortunate individual on board his ship, holding him in
durance, till, overcome by ill-usage, he besought his
brethren to come to his relief with a heavy ransom for
his freedom.” <1t has also often happened,” he adds,
‘ that, unable to comply with the tyrant’s exorbitant
demands, the monks resigned the captive to his fate.”

Surely, if they had those Zeeps to fly to, the “ un-
fortunate ” abbot need not allow himself to be seized
at all : and surely, also, if they had all those treasures
upon which the Colonel insists, they would not leave
the father of their *“ community ” unredeemed from so
excruciating a degradation. And hence we may con-
clude with Dr. Lanigan, “ What little credit is due
to the stories of some hagiologists, who talk of great
estates granted to our monasteries and churches in
those and even earlier times *” Indeed, for the two
first centuries subsequent to the arrival of St. Patrick,
such a thing was incompatible with the nature of the
“ political compact” in Ireland.

I do not deny, however, but that the ecclesiastics of
this time did possess some articles of value appertain-
ing to the altar, and that these were ohjects of unholy
cupidity to the Danes: nay further, I admit that, to
escape from the insatiability of those virulent marau-
ders, they used to fly to the belfries, which—from that
mistaken regard attached to these edifices, as the re-
ceptacles of those sonorous organs to which super-
stition has ever clung t—they had hoped would prove

* Vol. iii, p. 78—Note.

+ The tolling of a bell was supposed to have had miraculous effects—
to keep the spirits of darkness from assaulting believers—to dispel thun-
der, and prevent the devil from molesting either the church or congre-
gation; and bence they were always rung, in time of storm or other

D 2
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an asylum from their pursuits,—but in vain—neither
religion nor superstition opposed a barrier to the North-
men, while the frail materials whereof those belfries
were constructed afforded a ready gratification to their
appetite for destruetion.

The Ulster Annals, year 949, furnish us with the
following fact : ¢ Cloicteach Slane do loscadh do Gall
Athacliath, Bacall ind Erlamha, 7 cloc badec do
cloccaibh, Caenechair Ferleghinn, 7 sochaide mor inbi
do loscadh.” That is, The belfry at Slane was set fire
to by the foreigners (the Danes) of Dublin. The
pastor’s staff or crozier, adorned with precious stones,
besides the principal bells, and Canecar the lecturer,
with a mudtitude of other persons, were burned in the
flames. The Annals of the Four Masters, noticing the
same event, use nearly similar words :—* Cloicteach
Slaine do loscadh can a lan do mhionnaibh 7 deghdh
aoninibh, im Cheinechair Fearleighinn Slaine, Bachall
an Eramha 7 clocc ba deach do chloccaibh.” That is,
The belfry at Slane was burned to the ground, along
with several articles of value which were therein, and
numbers of individuals, besides the Slane prealector, the
patron’s staff, and all the bells, which were there of
most worth.

Now take notice that within those ¢ belfries” a
‘“ multitude of persons” used to have been collected,

attack, to paralyze the fiend, whether the elements or mortal man, by
the hallowed intonation. Each was dedicated to a particular saint,—duly
baptized and consecrated ; and the inscriptions which still remain on the
old ones that have come down to us proclaim the virtue of their capabi-
lities. The following distich will be found to sum them up, viz. :—

* Laudo Deum verum, plebem voco, congrego clerum,

Defunctos plero, pestem fugo, festa decoro.’

And the very syllables of this which follows form a sort of tuneful gal-
loping, viz.:—

* Sabbata pango, funera plungo, solemnia clango.”
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whereas the Round Towers could not accommodate
above “a dozen” at one time. The belfries also are
represented to have been reduced to ashes by the con-
flagration, which accords with the description given
by both Ware and Colgan, of the wooden substance
whereof they were composed; whereas the Round
Towers are made of stone, and cemented by a bond of
such indurated tenacity, that nothing short of light-
ning or earthquake has been known to disturb them :—
and even though other violence may succeed in their
overthrow, yet could it not be said with any accuracy
that they were reduced by fire to cinders. But, above
all, those very Annals which I have abové quoted,
when recording a greater and national calamity,
place the belfries and the Round Towers in the same
sentence, contradistinguished from one another,—the
former characterized by their appropriate name of
Cloicteach, as exhibited before, and the latter under
the still more apposite denomination of Fidh-nemeadh,
as we shall explain elsewhere.

Again, if designed as fortresses for the monks, and
receptacles for their riches, is it not strange, that in
the isle of Hy,—which was literally a nest of ecclesi-
astics, and which Columb Kill himself evangelized at
the time when Montmorency was,—in a dream,—em-
ploying him and his coadjutors at the erection of
the Round Towers,—is it not strange, I say, that this
little isle, the most defenceless, as it is, and forlorn, of all
lands that ever projected above the bosom of the sea,
should yet, in the allotment of monastic artillery, be
left totally destitute of an aérial garrison ?

And yet, notwithstanding the absence of such de-
fences, the monks still continued to make it their
favourite abode ; of which we have but too cogent an
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evidence in the record of the Four Masters, under the
year 985, stating that the abbot and fifteen of his
brethren were slain by the Northmen on Christmas-
day, just as they were preparing to celebrate the
nativity of their Redeemer.

But those monks spread themselves, in shoals, over
England also; and we know that that country was
even more infested than our own with both Northmen
and Danes. Is it not astonishing, therefore, that the
English convents were not protected against the sacri-
lege of those savages by telescopic steeples of Baby-
lonish cement ?

This, it may be said, is applying a steam-engine to
crush a flapwing; yet, as that flapwing has been
somewhat troublesome, and has contrived to blindfold
some searchers after antiquarian fruth, I may be ex-
cused if, to frustrate any efforts at impotent revivals,
I shall continue decapitating the hydra, until he dis-
appears in his own sinuosities.

He tells us, then, with all the ealculation of an en-
gineer, and the gravity of a physician, that a stone
let fall from the top of one of those towers would
crush the ¢ barbarian” to atoms. True, it would,
and the civilian also. A little pebble let fall from an
eagle’s beak, as he cuts his aérial passage through the
cloudy regions, or soars aloft into the empyreal of
interminable space, would have a similar effect ; but
it would puzzle the shrewdest engineer in Christen-
dom to place a ballast-man, with a big stone on his
lap, on either the top or the sloping sides of the
conical “ caubeen” which graces the summit of our
careering cylinders. This, to use the Colonel’s own
words, “ will be admitted to be contrary to all that is
admissible in the rules of architectural proportions.”
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Next, remark that the Colonel keeps those 150
 yolunteers ” at work upon the “ Round Towers,” in
the midst of a raging war;—after he had before
affirmed that they could only be erected in a season
of profound peace—for a complete century. During
this whole time they must, of course, have availed
themselves of the assistance of the inhabitants; and
is it not marvellous that, during that long time, ¢ the
ancient Irishman,”—and ¢ Pat’s nae stupid fellow,”
as the Colonel himself avows,—should not have been
able to pick up a single insight into the arcana of the
masonic art %—but that, soon as ever the dear externs
expired,—who at the period of their arrival must have
been, at least, over twenty years of age, each, and who,
to accomplish Montmorency’s miracle, must have,
every one of them, lived just one hundred years more,
and then died, all in one day !—is it not petrifying, I say,
that soon as ever this appalling catastrophe occurred,
every vestige of those “ fairy ” masons should have
vanished along with them ?—and the country, in a pa-
ralysis, have forgotten to associate them with the
“ Towers,” as if stupified with the incantation of a
wizard or a talisman !

And yet this was not the greatest injustice of which
the poor Ceenobites got reason to complain; but it is
that, when the people had recovered from the deli-
rium of their late trance, and began to look abroad
for some ‘¢ authors ” on whom to father those edifices,
they unanimously, though unaccountably, agreed to
lay them at the door of the “ O'Rorkes” and the
“ Mac Carthy Mores !”

It so happens that the last of the Mac Carthy Mores
was my own maternal grandfather; and he, venerable
and venerated old gentleman, apt as he was, in the
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evening of his faded life, to revert to the mutability
of worldly possessions, never, for a moment, bestowed
a solitary thought upon the alienation of the property
of those columnar masonries. Often used he to men-
tion the castles of Palace and of Blarney : Castlemain
and Glenflesk used still oftener to grace his talk ; but
oftener still, and with more apparent delectation,
would he dilate on the Castle of Macroom and the
Abbey of Mucruss,—all, as the creation of immediate
or collateral branches of his family ; but never, in the
catalogue of his patrimonial spoliations, did he enu-
merate a “ Round Tower,” or lay a shadow of claim
to their construction.

To the point, however.—The great miracle, after all,
is, that after the decease of those ¢ fairy” masters,
no one of their native helpmates could be found able
to join together, with mechanical skill, two pieces of
hewn stone with the intermediate amalgam of adhe-
sive mortar! The thing is so absurd as to make the
Colonel himself, in his honesty, to exclaim, *“Is this
simple process that mighty piece of necromancy
which, according to some authors (forgetting that he
was one of those himself), that hvely people were
unable to comprehend?” It is amusing to see how
encomiastic and commendatory he is of the « Hiber-
nians,” when it answers his views; and how vitu-
perative and condemnatory, when it is equally to his
purpose.

The last assumption of this writer, and which 1
have purposely reserved until now, is an affected
parallel of the Irish Culdees with the Egyptian
Cophtes. “ Their great piety, austerity, and hospi-
tality announce,” he says, ¢ the existence of one kind
of discipline, and of kindred religions, between the
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Cophtes and the Irish Ceenobites.” That is, because
they are both pious, austere, and hospitable, they must
both necessarily correspond in religious opinions and
in Church forms! The Indian Brahmins, say 1, are
also pious, austere, and hospitable ; and why are they
not incorporated in this holy identification? No,
Colonel, it will not do; I see what you are at. You
want to insinuate our obligation to the Greeks for the
blessings of the Gospel. A false zeal for mental
emancipation,—subsequent to the dislodgment of
spiritual encroachment,—has forced into mushroom
existence this spurious abortion.  Aloof from the
thraldom of Roman or other yoke, the Irish, within
themselves, cultivated the principles of the Christian
" verity ; but it is, in the extreme, erroneous to say, that
they derived their faitk in that verity through emissa-
ries of the Grecian church, from whom they differed
as substantially as light does from darkness.

I think it very probable indeed, that the glad tidings
of revelation were first imparted to Ireland by the lips
of St. Paul himself*. We have the names of many
Christians existing amongst us before the arrival of
either Pelagius or Patrick. The very terms of the
commission, which pope Celestine gave to the former,
being addressed ‘ ad Scotos in Christum credentes,”
to the Irish who believe in Christ,—prove the good seed
had been laid in the soil before Ais pontificate. The
nation, however, was yet too much immersed in its

* vwep 7oy Qusavey Tagidbsy ex) vas xadovpsves Borwavinas moovs.
Euseb. in Prep. Ev. 1. 3.
Egyptum et Libyam sortitus est alius Apostolorum, extremas vero
oceani regiones, et Jnsulas Britannicas alius obtinuit,
Nicephor., 1. 2, c. 40.
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old idolatries—and the fascinations of their former
creed had so spell-bound the inhabitants, as a com-
munity—that those who singled themselves out as
converts to the new faith were obliged, from persecu-
tion, to betake themselves to other countries. And
yet this is the moment, when paganism was omnipotent
throughout this island, that Colonel de Montmorency
has the modesty to tell us that the  Round Towers ”
were erected as magazines for the monks !

To the Patrician Apostle, the beloved patriarch of
Ireland, was reserved the glory of maturing the fruit
which his predecessors had planted. His constitu-
tional zeal and absorbing devotion, in the service of
his Creator, were but the secondary qualifications
which pre-eminently marked him out for so hazardous
an enterprise. The primary and grand facility which
this true hero possessed for the attainment of his great
design, was his intimate converse with the manners
and language of the natives,—obtained during his cap-
tivity not long before,—which making way at once to
the kearts of his auditory, was an irresistible passport
to their heads and their understandings.

In the sequel of this volume it will be fully shown,
that when St. Patrick entered upon his preseribed task,
—towards the close of the fifth century,—the monarch
and his court were celebrating their pagan festival, or
preparing for it, on the hill of Tara. Can a nation be
called Christian where the sovereign and court are
Pagan? Or will a few exceptions from the mass of
the population be indulged with fortresses of im-
perishable architecture, while the nation at large took
shelter within wattles and walls of clay?—and that, too,
at a moment when Christianity was considered a name
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of reproach, and its few solitary abettors constrained to
exile or to degradation !

No sooner, however, were the simplicities of Chris-
tianity expounded to the natives through the medium
of their native tongue, than the refined organism of
the Irish constitution, habituated by discipline to sub-
lime pursuits, took fire from the blaze of the sacred
scintilla, and enlisted them as its heralds, not only at
home but throughout Europe.

Precisely at this instant it was that all the ancient
names of places in the island—recorded by Ptolemy
from other foreign geographers,—were changed and
new-modelled—the converts—*“ut in nova deditione,”—
not thinking it sufficient to abandon the forms of
their previous belief, and adopt the more pure one, if
they did not obliterate every vestige of nominal asso-
ciation, which could tend to recall their fancies to the
religion which they relinquished. Accordingly from
the names of Juernis, Macollicon, Rhigia, Nagnata,
Rheba, &c., sprung up the names of Killkenny, Kill-
malloch, and the thousand other names, commencing
with “ Kill,” to be met with in every district and sub-
division throughout the country.

Every corner was now the scene of Christian zeal ;
and every neophyte strove to surpass his neighbour
in evincing devotion to the newly-revealed religion.
« Kills,” or little churches—from the Latin cella, now
for the first time introduced—were built in the vicinity
of every spot which had before been the theatre of
pagan adoration— whether as cromleachs, as mi-
thratic caves, or as Round Towers. These were the
memorials of three distinct species of paganism, and
were, therefore, now singled out as appropriate sites
for the erection of Christian ¢ Kills,” the ruins of
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which are still to be traced, contiguous to each of
those idolatrous reminiscences,—disputing with the
false divinities the very ground of their worship, and
diverting the zeal of the worshippers from the creature
to the Creator.

Nay, to such a pitch did the crusaders, in their
conflict, carry the principle of their enthusiasm, that
many of them adopted the names of their late idols,
and intertwined those again,—now christianly appro-
priated,—with the old favourite denominations of many
of the localities. For instance, St. Shannon assumed
that name from the river Shannon, which was an ob-
ject of deification some time before ; and St. Malloch
adopted this name from the city of Malloch, that is, the
Sun, or Apollo,—the supreme idol of pagan Ireland’s
adoration,—from which again, with the prefix < Kill,”
he made the name Kill-malloch,—the latter alone hav-
ing been the ancient name of the place, converted by
Ptolemy into “ Macollicon ;” which is only giving his
Greek termination, icon, to the Irish word, Malloch, and
transposing, for sound sake, the two middle syllables.

Chaildee was the pious but appropriate epithet by
which those patriarchs of Christianity thought fit to
distinguish themselves. The word means associale of
God. Having obtained the gospel from the see of
Rome, they adhered implicitly,—yet without con-
ceding any superiorily,—to the Roman connexion—
agrecing in all the grand essentials of vital belief,
and differing only as to some minor points of eccle-
siastical discipline.

This variance, however, has afforded handle to some
lovers of controversial doubt, to maintain that Ireland
was never beholden to Rome for the gospel. The
fallacy is disproved by the fact of all our early neo-
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phytes betaking themselves, for perfection in the
mysteries of revelation, to the Roman capital. On
one of which occasions it was that Montmorency
himsclf brought over his hundred and fifty volunteers,
to accompany back one of those converted students,
who had gone there to learn the very minuteness of
the doctrine which the Romans inculcated.

It was not, remember, for- ordinary or secular edu-
cation that they betook themselves to Rome. The
academies of Ireland far surpassed it in splendour.
It was solely and exclusively to learn the particulars
of their faith; and having once obtained this insight,
they continued in spiritual unison with the tenets of
that chureh, as to all fundamental points of doctrine :
never surrendering, however, the independence of their
judgment, nor bowing before the “ ipse dizit” of any
tribunal,—where reason was to be the guide,~—until
forced by the conspiracy of Pope Adrian IV. and his
countryman Henry II.

How contemptible, therefore, is the effort, in the
teeth of this exposure, to identify the Irish Chaildees
with the Egyptian Cophtes! There was no one point
in which they may be compared, except their mutual
poverfy ; which, however, Montmorency overlooks, or
rather contradicts, making them both wealthy, and
have banks even for their riches. As, however, I look
upon Dr. Hurd * as somewhat a better authority, you
shall have what he says upon the subject :—

¢ Among the Ethiopians, there are still to be found
some monks, called Coptics, who first flourished in
Egypt, but, by no difficult sort of gradation, made
their way into Ethiopia. They profess the utmost

* Religious Rites and Ceremonies, published under his name.
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contempt for all worldly things, and look upon them-
selves as a sort of terrestrial angels. They are obliged
to part with all their possessions before they can enter
upon a monastic life.”

Their discrepancy in doctrine is even still more
notorious, agreeing with the Chaildees only in a single
instance also ; namely, in both denying the supre-
macy of the Pope. Here are the Doctor’s words :—
“ They deny the papal supremacy, and, indeed, most
parts of the popish doctrine, particularly transubstan-
tiation, purgatory, auricular confession, celibacy of the
clergy, and extreme unction ;” all which, save the first,
the Irish Chaildees maintained in common with the see
of Rome.

And now, on the point of education, I will content
myself with Montmorency’s own testimony, which is
to this effect, viz. :—* Only on the score of erudition,
it must be acknowledged that the Irisk theologian, as
history asserts, did not only excel the modern Greek
and Egyptian, but his profound acquaintance with the
sciences, arts, and laws of his country, gave him an
unrivalled superiority in the literary and civilized
world.”

‘What, Colonel! are those the ¢ barbarians?” Is
this what you mean by not being conveniently situated
within the enlightened and enlivening influence of
Greek and Roman refinement ? Alas! you knew but
little of the real statement of the case :—whilst the
illustrious Fenelon, himself a descendant of this
boasted Rome, thus more accurately avows,  that,
notwithstanding all the pretended politeness of the
Greeks and Romans, yet, as to moral virtue and reli-
gious obligations, they were no better than the savages
of America.”
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I have been thus hurried on by the train of my
thoughts, without observing much of order or metho-
dical arrangement. As my object is, however, the
elucidation of truth,—mot idle display, or vain-glo-
rious exhibition,—I am sure my readers will scarce
murmur at the course by which I shall have led them
to that end; in a question, moreover, where so many
adventurers have so miserably miscarried.

So much the rather, thou celestial light,

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
Irradiate. There plant eyes ; all mist from thence
Purge and disperse ; that I may see and tell

Of things invisible to mortal sight *.

* Milton.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Havixe thus disposed of the word  Cloic-teach,”
which Dr. Ledwich so relied upon, as determining
the character of these antique remains, I take leave,
evermore, to discard the misnomer, and draw atten-
tion to a name which I have never seen noticed, as
applied to any of those pyramidal edifices. That
which I allude to is ¢ Cathoir ghall,” which means the
< Cathedral or temple of brightness” (“‘and delight * ;)
not, I must premise, from any external daubing, with
which modern Vandalism may have thought proper to
incrust it,—as happened to that at Swords,—but in
evident reference to the solar and lunar light,—the
sources of life and generation,—therein contemplated,
at once, and interchangeably venerated.

The particular Tower to which this epithet had
been assigned—and which it obtained, by way of
eminence, for its colossal superiority—is not now
standing f. It rose about half a mile distant from
the old castle of Bally Carbery, in the barony of
Iveragh, and county of Kerry; a place where one
would hope that the true designation of such phe-
nomena would be preserved most pure, being aloof
from the influence of exotic refinements, and, thus

* This latter 1o be explained hereafter.
+ The ruins, to the height of ten feet, still remain.
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far, free from that maudlin scepticism and laboured
doubt which a ¢ little learning” too frequently super-
induces.

Dear, lovely bowers of innocence and ease,—

. Seats of my youth, when ev'ry sport could please,—

How often have I loiter'd o'er thy green,

‘When humble happiness endear'd each scene !

How often have I paused on every charm,—

The shelter'd cot, the cultivated farm !

While all the village train, from labour free,

Led up their sports beneath the spreading tree *.

No combination of letters could possibly approach
closer, or convey to a discerning mind greater affinity
of meaning to anything, than does the above name to
the description given of them in the 12th century by
Giraldus Cambrensis, who calls them * turres eccle-
siasticas, quz, more patriz, arctz sunt et alte, nec non
et rotundee.” This definition, vague as it may seem,
affords ample illumination, when compared with the
epithet which I have above adduced, to penetrate the
darkness of this literary nebula. The word ““{urres”
points out their constructional symmetry, and “ eccle-
siasticas ” their appropriation to a religious use ; and
what can possibly be in stricter consonance with the
tenour of this idea than ¢ Cathaoir ghall,” or the
Temple of Brightness, which I have instanced above
as the vernacular appellation of one of those sanctu-
aries?

Should it be asked, why did not Cambrensis, at
the time, enter more fully into the minutiee of their
detail ? I shall unhesitatingly answer, it was because
he knew nothing more about them. The Irish had at
that moment most lamentably dwindled into a de-

* Goldsmith.
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generate race. The noble spirit of their heroic an-
cestors, which had called forth those pyramids, for the
twofold and mingled purpose of religion and science,
had already evaporated ; and all the historian could
glean, in prosecuting his inquiries, as to their era and
cause, was, that their antiquity was so remote, that
some of them may be even seen immersed beneath the
waters of Lough Neagh *, which had been occasioned
many ages before by the overflowing of a fountaint.
Let us now turn to the annals of the < Four Mas-
ters,” which record the destruction of Armagh, A.p.
995, by a flash of lightning, and see under what name
they include the “ Round Towers” in the general
catastrophe. Here is the passage at full length, as
given by O’Connor :—  Ardmaeha do losc do tene
satghnein, ettir tighib, 75 Domhuliucc, 7 Cloic teacha,
7 Fiadh-Netmhedh :"—that is, Armagh having been
set on fire by lightning, its houses, its cathedrals, its
belfries, and its Fiadh- Neimhedh, were all destroyed.
The Ulster Annals have registered the same event
in the following words :—* Tene diait do gabail Aird-
macha conafarcaibh Dertach, na Damliacc, na b Erdam,
na Fidh-Nemead ann cen loscadh :"—that is, Lightning
seized upon Armagh, to so violent a degree, as to
leave neither mansion, nor cathedral, nor belfry, nor
Fidh- Nemead, undemolished.
: Here we find Fiadh-Nemeadh to occur in both
accounts, while the belfries are represented in one
place as Cloic teacha, and in the other as Erdam,—and
in both are opposed to, and contradistinguished from,

* Top. Dist. ii. c. 9, p. 720.
+ In the reign of Txiacha Labhruine, A.M. 3177 ; B.C. 827.

1 This mark (7), in the Irish language, is an abbreviation for agus,
ie. and.
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the Fiadh-Nemeadh. Our business now is to investi-
gate what this latter word conveys; and though I do
not mean, for a while, to develop its true interpretation,
—of which I am the sole and exclusive depositary,—
yet must I make it apparent, that by it,—whatever way
it must be rendered,—all before me have understood,
were emphatically designated our Sabian Towers.
Thus Colgan in his “ Acts,” page 297, referring to
these words of the Four Masters, says, “ Anno 995,
Ardmaeha cum Basilicis, Turribus, aliisque omnibus
edificiis, incendio ex fulmine generato, tota vastatur.”

O’Connor also, wishing to wrest its import to his
favourite theory of their having been gnomons, while
ignorant of its proper force, indulges in a conjecture
of the most lunatic ostentation, and translates Fiadk-
Nemeadh by celestial indexes.

But though the word does not [literally signify
either  Towers,”—as Colgan, for want of a better
exposition, has set forth,—or * celestial indexes,”—
as O’Connor, equally at a loss for its proper mean-
ing, has ventured to promulgate,—yet is it indis-
putable that it stood as the representative of those
enigmatical edifices, as well as that both writers had
the same structures in view as comprehended under
the tenor of this mysterious denomination *.

These annals I look upon, in three different lights,
as invaluable documents :—firstly, as they prove the
existence of those edifices at the date above assigned ;
secondly, as they show that they were distinct things
from the belfries—whether cloicteach or erdam—
which shared their disaster; and, thirdly, because
that, even admitting of O’Connor’s mistranslation, it

* The Annals of Inisfallen, also, page 148, call them by the same

name of Fiadh-Nemeadh.
E 2
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gives us an insight into their character more for-
tuitous than he had anticipated. Celestial indexes™ !
Could any one be so silly as for a moment to suppose
that this was a mere allusion to the circumstance of
their height? No; it was no such casual epithet,
or witty effort of hyperbole; but it was, what Sallust
has so truly said of the Syrtes, ““ nomen ex re inditum.”

The identity between this island and the “ Insula
Hyperboreorum” of Hecatwus being to be completely
established in an ensuing chapter,—the bungling of
natives and the claims of externs notwithstanding,—
I shall not hesitate to assume as proved, that ours was
the « island” described.

Allow me then to draw your attention to an extract
from Diodorus’s report thereof :—*“ They affirm also,”
says he, ¢ that the moon is so seen from this island,
that it appears not so distant from the earth, and seems
to present on its disk certain projections like the moun-
tains of our world. Likewise that the God Apollo in
person visits this island once in ninefeen years, in
which the stars complete their revolutions, and return
into their old positions ; and hence this cycle of nine-
teen years is called, by the Greeks, the great year.”

Who is it that collates this description with the
« celestial indexest’ above produced, that is not, at
once, struck with the felicity of the coincidence?
On earth, what could celestial indexes mean but such
as were appropriated to the contemplation of the
heavenly bodies?’—just as the name of ¢ Zoroaster,”
—which, in the Persian language, signifies “ccelorum
observator,” that is star-gazer, or observer of the

* Rer. Hib. Serip. Vet. iii. p. 527.

+ Fidh-Nemeadh certainly admits of this interpretation, but in a very
different sense from what its author had supposed.
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heavens,—was given to Zerdust, the great patriarch
of the Magi, from his eminence and delight in astro-
nomical pursuits.

Now, “the moon being so seen from this island
that it appears not so distant from the earth,” is so
obvious a reference to the study of astronomy that it
would be almost an insult to go about to prove it;
but when it is said that ¢ it presents on its disk cer-
tain projections like the mountains of our world,” it
not only puts that question beyond the possibility of
dispute, but argues furthermore a proficiency in that
department, which it is the fashion now-a-days to
attribute only to modern discoveries.

But have we any evidence of having ever had
amongst us, in those ““ olden times,” men who by
their talents could support this character? Hear
what Strabo says of Abaris, whom ¢ Hecateeus and
others mention” as having been sent by his fraternity
from the “ dsland of the Hyperboreans” to Delos, in
Greece, in the capacity of a sacred ambassador, where
he was equally admired for his knowledge, polite-
ness, justice, and integrity. “ He came,” says Strabo,
“to Athens, not clad in skins like a Scythian, but with
a bow in his hand, a quiver hanging on his shoulders,
a plaid wrapt about his body, a gilded belt encircling
his loins, and trowsers reaching from the waist down
to the soles of his feet. He was easy in his address,
agreeable in his conversation, active in his despatch,
and secret in his management of great affairs; quick
in judging of present occurrences, and ready to take
his part in any sudden emergency ; provident withal
in guarding against futurity ; diligent in the quest of
wisdom ; fond of friendship ; trusting very lttle to
Jortune, yet having the entire confidence of others,
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and trusted with everything for his prudence. He
spake Greek with a fluency, that you would have
thought he had been bred up in the Lyceum, and
conversed all his life with the Academy of Athens *.”

This embassy is ascertained to have taken place
B.C. 600; and from what shall be elsewhere said of
the « island of the Hyperboreans,”—coupled with the
circumstance of the orator Himerius having called
this individual a Scythian, which Strabo would seem
to have insinuated also,—we can be at no loss in
tracing him to his proper home.

“ Far westward lies an isle of ancient fame,
By nature blessed, and Scotia is her name ;
An island rich—exhaustless is her store
Of veiny silver and of golden ore;

Her verdant fields with milk and honey flow,
Her woolly fleeces vie with virgin snow,

Her waving furrows float with verdant corn,
And 4rms and Arts her envied sons adorn.”

Such is the description of Ireland given by Do-
natus, bishop of Etruria, in 802; and I have se-
lected it among a thousand other authorities of simi-
lar import, to show that Scotia or Scythia was one,
and the lust, of the ancient names of this countryf;

* A German writer, contemporary with the Emperor Charles the Great,
says of another Irishman, named Clement, at a much later period, “ That
through his instructions the French might vie with the Romans and the
Athenians. John Erigena, whose sirname denoted his country, (Eri or
Erina being the proper name of Ireland,) became soon (in the ninth cen-
tury) after famous for his learning and good parts, both in England and
France. Thus did most of the lights, which, in those times of thick
darkness, cast their beams over Europe, proceed out of Ireland. The
loss of the manuscripts is much bewailed by the Irish who treat of the
history and antiquities of their country, and which may well be deemed
a misfortune, not only to them, but to the whole learned world.”

-+ Isidore of Seville, in the seventh century, says,— Scotia eadem et
Hibernia,” that is, Scotia and Ireland are one and the same—an identity,
however, of locality, not of signification. And Orosius of Tarracona
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while the name of *“ Hyperborean” was the distinctive
character assigned thereto, not only as descriptive
of its locality towards the north, but as worshipping
the wind Boreas.

Did I not apprehend it might be considered irrele-
vant to the scope of this work, I could easily prove
that the amity, said by Hecateeus to have been ce-
mented on the occasion of the visit above alluded to,
was not that of a mere return of courteous civilities
for a casual intercourse, but one of a far more tender
and familiar nature, viz., the recognition on both sides
of their mutual descent from one common origin; the
same people who had settled in this country, and
imported the mysteries of their magic priesthood,
being akin to the first settlers on the coasts of
Greece, which they impregnated with similar initia-
tion. I am anticipated, of course, to have meant the
Pelasgi, who, under another name, belonged to the
same hive as the Indo-Scythe, or Chaldean Magi, or
Tuath-de-danaan,—as the kead tribe thereof were called
—who, having effected an establishment on tAis happy
isle, aloof from the intrusion of external invasion or
internal butcheries, were allowed to cultivate the
study of their favourite rites, the fame and eminence
of which had obtained for its theatre, of all nations,
the designation of * sacred.” But I fear it would be
encroaching upon the patience of my readers, and

still earlier, in the fifth century, avers, that « In his own time, Ireland
was inhabited by the nations of the Scoti.” And were further evidence
required as to the point, it would be found in the fact of one of our Chris-
tian luminaries, whose name was Shane, i.e. John, being called by the
Latin historians indifferently by the epithels of Johannes Scotus and
Johannes Erigena—the former signifying John the Irishman, and the
latter, John the Scotchman.
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besides anticipating, in point of order, what may by
and by follow.

An inconsistency, however, appears in the details,
which I cannot here well overlook. It is this. Hi-
merius has called this our ambassador a ** Scythian ;”
and Strabo has affirmed, that he was ¢ not clad like
a Scythian.” How, then, shall I cut this knot?
Thus. aris, as his name implies, was one of the
Boreades, or priests of Boreas, belonging to the
Tuath-de-danaan colony in this island, who were sub-
dued, about six hundred years before this event, by
the Scythians, whose dress, as well as manners, dif-
fered in all particulars from those of their religious
and learned predecessors.

But though the Scythians, from state policy; had
suppressed the temple-worship when they deposed
from the throne their antecedent Hyperboreans, they
were but too sensible of their literary value not to
profit by their services in the department of education.
Hence it came to pass, that the Boreades were still
indulged with their favourite costume, while the infe-
rior communities were obliged to conform to the rules
and the fashions of the ascendant dynasty. In a short
time, however, the Scythian Druids superseded the
Danaan Boreades, by the influence of their own in-
struction; and the consequence was, that of that
graceful garb, in the folds of* which our ancient high-
priests officiated at the altar, or exhibited in the senate,
not a single vestige is now to be traced, except in the
word God, Phearagh, whom I shall, anon, intro-
duce, and in the highlands of Scotland, where a rem-
nant of those Hyperborean or Danaan priests took
shelter from the ruthless Picts, resigning to those
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remorseless and intolerant persecutors the ground of
the only two temples which they were able there to
raise, as the last resort of their hopes, and the solace
of their exile*.

Nor is it alone as accounting for the circum-
stance of costume that the above explanation deserves
the reader’s regard. An additional insight is afforded,
by its enabling us to account for that boundless supe-
riority which the Irish Druids possessed over all other
bodies of the same denomination all over the world.
Originally, the Druids were an humble set of men,
without science, without letters, without pretensions
to refinement ; but having succeeded here to the fra-
ternity of the accomplished Danaan Boreades, who,
in the revolution of affairs, were forced to communi-
cate their acquirements to the opposite but prevailing
priesthood, those latter so far profited by the ennobling
opportunity, as to eclipse all other Druids, as well in
Europe as in Africa.

Cesar, in his Commentaries, bears direct testimony
to their astronomical research ; saying, “ Multa
preterea de sideribus atque eorum motu, de mundi
ac terrarum magnitudine, de rerum naturd ac deorum
immortalium vi ac potestate disputant ac juventuti
transdunt.”—De Bel. Gal,, lib. 1-—6. c. xiv. Pom-
ponius Mela, also confirming the fact, says, ¢ Hi
terree mundique magnitudinem ac formam, motus cceli
ac siderum, ac quid Dii velint scire, profitentur.”—De
Situ Orbis, lib. 3. c..ii. These two latter authorities,
I admit, were more immediately directed to the Druids
of Britain ; butas it is agreed on all hands that that

* The Scots first drove them from Ireland to what is now called Scot-
land, and the Picts afterwards chased them from the lowlands to the
highland fastnesses,
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body of religionists had received the seeds of their
instruction from the Irish Magi, who were infinitely
their superiors in all literary accomplishments, I think
we may be warranted in extending the commendation
to Ireland also, as the writers indubitably dncluded it
under the general name of Britain.

But were all external testimonies silent on the
matter, and mercenary vouchers even assert the reverse,
the internal evidence of our language itself—a lan-
guage so truly characterised as “ more than three
thousand years old,” would afford to the ingenuous
and disinterested inquirer the most convincing proof
of the ground which I have assumed. In that lan-
guage,—and the writer of this essay ought to know
something of it,—there is scarcely a single term apper-
taining to time, from la, a day, derived from liladh,
to turn round,—in allusion to the diurnal revolution
—aup to bleain, a year, compounded of Bel, the sun,
and Ain, a circle,—referring to its annual orbit,—
that does mnot, in its formation and construction,
associate the idea with the planetary courses, and
thereby evince not only an astronomical taste, but
that astronomy was the  ruling passion” of those
who spoke it.

“The Irish language,” says Davies, an intelligent
and respectable Welsh writer, “ appears to have
arrived at maturity amongst the Iapetide, while they
were yet in contact with Aramzan families, and formed
a powerful tribe in Asia Minor and in Thrace. It
may, therefore, in particular instances, have more
similitude or analogy to the Asiatic dialects than what
appears in those branches of the Celtic that were
matured in the west of Europe. Those who used this
language consisted partly of Titans, of Celto-Scythians,
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or of those Tapetidee who assisted in building the city
of Babel, and must have been habituated, after the
dispersion, to the dialects of the nations through which
they passed, before they joined the society of their
brethren.” We thank this learned author for the
flattering notice which he has been pleased to take of
us; and though, in his subsequent remarks, he steers
far wide of our true pedigree, yet a concession so
important as that even here adduced, must command
at least our becoming acknowledgments.

The splendid examples which we have had of
primitive preachers of Christianity in this kingdom,
and whom Ledwich himself, reluctant as he was to
afford ordinary justice to Irish merit, is obliged to
praise,—were not more remarkable for the sanctified
zeal and enthusiastic devotion with which they pro-
pagated the Gospel, than they were for the diversified
range of their literary acquirements, and the moral
sublimity of their ideas and conceptions*. Speaking
of a production belonging to one of these worthies,
Ledwich remarks; ¢ In this tract we can discover
Cumman’s acquaintance with the doctrine of time,
and the chronological characters. He is no stranger
to the solar, lunar, and bissextile years, to the epactal
days, and embolismal months, nor to the names of
the Hebrew, Macedonian, and Egyptian months. To
examine the various cyclical systems, and to point out

* Henricus Antisiodrensis, writing to Charles the Bald, says,—* Why
need I mention all Ireland, with her crowd of philosophers?” * The
philosophy and logic,” says Mosheim, a German historian, “ that were
taught in the European schools in the ninth century, scarcely deserved
such honourable titles, and were little better than an empty jargon.
There were, however, to be found in various places, particularly among
the Irish, men of acute parts and extensive knowledge, who were per-
fectly well entitled to the appellation of philosophers.”
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their construction and errors, required no mean abili-
ties: a large portion of Greek and Latin literature
was also necessary *.”

Here I would have it distinctly noticed, that the
above-mentioned individuals who shone in the galaxy
of our early Christian constellations, had been but just
converted from paganism by St. Patrick, and conse-
quently were not indebted for this ¢ learned lore” to
the Romish missionaries, but to the more elevated
genius of their native institutions. This it was that
enabled them to make those astronomical observations
which our annals commemorate; and who can say,
amidst the decay of time, the ravages of persecution,
and the fury of fanaticism, what tomes of such labours
has not the world lost? Some few, however, remain,
of which we shall adduce some by way of specimen.
Solar eclipses of 495—664—810—884—Lunar of
673—717—733—807—877—Solar and Lunar 864—
A comet 911—are recorded in our annals.

Those of the “ Four Masters ” additionally record
certain extraordinary celestial phenomena in 743 :—
“ Visa sunt stelle quasi de ccelo cadere.” Again, in
744, they observe, “ Hoc anno stelle item de ccelo
frequentes deciderunt;” while it cannot be too dili-
gently noted, * that, when the rest of Europe, as
Vallancey so justly remarked, through ignorance or
forgetfulness, had no knowledge of the true figure of
the earth, in the eighth century, the rotundity and
true formation of it should have been taught in the
Irish schools,” which we shall by and by more
pointedly advert to.

It thus appears manifest that the Irish must, at one

* Antiq., p. 108.
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time, have not only possessed, but excelled in, the
science of astronomy. How did they acquire it? is
the next question. ¢ Ad illa mihi pro se quisque
acriter intendat animum.” In that passage of Dio-
dorus, to which I have already referred, we find the
following appropriate characteristic. “ It is affirmed
that Latona was born there, and that, therefore, the
worship of Apollo is preferred to that of any other
God ; and as they daily celebrate this deity with
songs of praise, and worship him with the highest
honours, they are considered as peculiarly the priests
of Apollo, whose sacred grove and singular temple
of round form, endowed with many gifts, are there.”

Now, it is universally known that Apollo, which,
“ according to the learned Pezron, is no other than
Ap-haul, or the son of the Sun,” was understood
by the ancients only essentially to typify that power-
ful planet, “ which animates and imparts fecundity
to the universe, whose divinity has been accordingly
honoured in every quarter by temples and by altars,
and consecrated in the religious strains of all nations”
and all climes.

His being peculiarly worshipped in this island only
shows the intimate knowledge it possessed of the
mysteries of the solar system ; and that near converse
which we have been already told it possessed with the
moon, is confirmation the most positive of this ex-
planation.

Let me here again recall to the reader’s mind
the name of Cathaoir Ghall, or temple of brightness,
which I have before adduced, and when we compare
all with the celestial indexes recorded in our annals, the
conclusion is inevitable, that the Round Towers of Ire-
land were specifically constructed for the twofold purpose
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of worshipping the Sun and Moon,—as the authors of
generation and vegetative heat,—and, from the nearer
converse which their elevation afforded, of studying the
revolutions and properties of the planetary orbs. Let
me, however, before elucidating the era of their actual
erection,—with their Phallic form and their further
use,—revert to the Mosaic hlstory for the groundwork
of my development.
« And chiefly thou, O Spirit! that dost prefer

Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure,

Instruct me, for thou know'st; thou from the first

‘Wast present, and, with mighty wings outspread,

Dove-like sat’st brooding on the vast abyss,

And madst it pregnant. 'What in me is dark,

Illumine ! what is low, raise and support !

That to the height of this great argument

I may assert eternal Providence,
And justify the ways of God to man *.”

* Milton.
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CHAPTER V.

Nimrop, the son of Cush, ¢ the mighty hunter before
the Lord,” was the first person *, according to Vos-
sius t, who introduced the worship of the sun as a
deity. Disgusted with the roving character of his
previous life, and tired of peregrination, he resolves
to build himself a permanent abode, and persuades
his followers to embark in the design,  lest they
be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole
earth .” Mankind had already relapsed into the
follies of their antediluvian ancestors. The awful
lesson of the watery visitation was read to them
in vain, and again they verified what God had before
that memorable epoch with sorrow declared, ¢ that
every imagination of the thoughts of their hearts was
only evil continually §.”

In Babel, the city thus agreed upon to be built—as
the anchor of their stability and the basis of their
renown,—we find a  Tower” mentioned, * whose
top may reach,”—says our version, (but should it not
rather be—point ?)—towards Heaven.

What was the object of this architectural elevation?

* I will show, however, that it was much older.
+ De Orig. et Progress. Idolat., ii. 61.
t Genesis xi. 4. § Genesis vi. 5.
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Not certainly, as some have supposed, as a place of
refuge in apprehension of a second deluge; for in
that case, it is probable, they would have built it
on an eminence, rather than on a plain, whereas the
bible expressly tells us they had selected the latter.

Much less could it be, what the poets have ima-
gined, for the purpose of scaling the celestial abodes,
and disputing with Jehovah the composure of his
sovereignty.

What, then, was it intended for?

Undoubtedly as an acknowledgment, however viti-
ated and depraved, of dependence upon that Being,
whose acts shine forth in universal love, but whose
spiritual adoration was now partially lost sight of, or
merged in the homage thus primarily tendered to the
lucid offspring of his omnipotent fiat.

This Tower, so erected by Nimrod, in opposition
to the established system of religious belief, and
which, therefore,—but from a nobler reason than what
was generally imagined, viz., his researches in astro-
nomy, and the application thereto of instruments—
procured him the appellation of rebel, from nemh,
heaven, and rodh, an assault—was, I hesitate not to
say, a temple constructed to the celestial host, the
sun, moon, and stars, which constituted the substance
of the Sabian idolatry *.

* Onthe top was an observalory, by the bensfit of whick it was that
the Babylonians advanced their skill in asironomy so early; when
Alexander took Babylon, Callisthenes the philosopher, who accompanied
him there, found they had observations for 1903 years backward from
that time, which carries up the account as high as the hundred and
fifteenth year after the flood, 7. e., within fifteen years after the tower of
Babel was built. !



THE ROUND TOWERS. 65

Shinaar, in Mesopotamia, was the theatre of this
dread occurrence—this appalling spectacle at once of
man’s weakness and God’s omnipotence :—Here the
Noachidee had been then fixed; and the name by
which this innovation upon their previous usages is
transmitted, viz., Bu-Bel, corroborates the destination
above assigned *.

The word “ Baal,” in itself an appellative, at first
served to denote the true God amongst those who
adhered to the pure religion ; though, when it became
common amongst the idolatrous nations, and applied
to idols, He rejected it. “ And it shall be in that day
that you shall call me Ishi, and shall call me no more
Baalit.” Another name by which the Godkead was
recognized was Moloch. The latter, indeed, in accu-
racy of speech was the name assigned him by the
Ammonites and Moabites—both terms, however, cor-
responded in sense, “ Moloch” signifying king, and
¢ Baal” Lord, that is, of the heavens; whence trans-
ferring the appellation to the Sun, as the source and
dispenser of all earthly favours, he was also called
Bolati, i. e., ¢ Baal the destower,” as was the moon,
Baaltis, from the same consideration : whilst the direct
object of their internal regard was not, undoubtedly,

* T stop not to inquire whether or not this may have been the same
with that which stood in the midst of the temple of Belus, afterwards
built around it by Nebuchadnezzar. The intent I conceive similar in
all, whether the scriptural Tower, Birs Nimrod, or Mujellibah ; and the
rather, as Captain Mignan tells us of the last, that on its summit there
are still considerable traces of erect building, and that at the western
end is a circular mass of solid brick-work sloping towards the top, and
rising from a confused heap of rubbish; while Niebuhr states that Birs
Nimrod is also surmounted by a turret. My object is to show that the
same emblematic design mingled in all those ancient edifices, though
not identical in its details.

+ Hosea, ch. ii. v. 16.
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that globe of fire which illumines the firmament and
vivifies terrestrials, but, physically considered, nature at
large, the fructifying germ of universal generativeness.

The Sun, it is true, as the source of light and heat,
came in as representative for all this adoration, Thus
viewed, then, it would appear that the origin of the
institution may have been comparatively harmless.
God being invisible, or only appearing to mortals
through the medium of his acts, it was natural that
man, left to the workings of unaided reason, should
look on yon mysterious luminary with mingled senti-
ments of gratitude and awe. We have every reason,
accordingly, to think, that solar worship at first was
only emblematical, recognizing, in the effulgence of the
orb of day, the creative power of Him, the

“ Father of all, in every age,
In every clime adored,
By saint, by savage, and by sage,
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord™—
who sent it forth on its beneficent errand.

As such, originally they had no temples dedicated
to the occasion ; they met in the open air, without the
precincts of any earthly shrine : there they poured forth
their vows and their thanksgivings, under the aérial
canopy of the vaulted expanse; nor can it be denied
but that there was something irresistibly impressive in
such an assemblage of pious votaries, paying their
adoration to the throne of light in the natural temple
of his daily splendours *.

The degeneracy of man, however, became manifest
in the sequel, and, from the frequency of the act, the

* St. Stephen, the first martyr who suffered death for Christ, said
before the Jewish Sanhedrim, “ God dwelleth not in temples made with
hands.” Acts vii. 48.
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type was substituted in room of the thing typified.
¢ Solum in ceelis deum putabant solem,” says Philo-
bibliensis, in his interpretation of Sanchoniathon.
Nor did it stop here, but, proceeding in its progress
of melancholy decay, swept before it the barriers of
reason and moral light; and, from the bright monarch
of the stars, who rules the day, the seasons, and the
vear, with perpetual change, yet uniform and iden-
tical, bowed before the grosser element of material
fire, as his symbol or corporeal representative.

But the worst and most lamentable is yet untold.
The sign again occupied the place of the thing signi-
fied, and the human soul was prostrated, and human
life often immolated, to propitiate the favour of earthly
fire, now by transition esteemed a god. They had, it
is true, from a faint knowledge of the sacred writings,
and a perverted exercise of that inspired authority,
something like an excuse for, at least, a decent at-
tention in the ordinary management of that useful
article. In Levit. vi- 13, it is said, “ the fire upon
the altar shall ever be burning, it shall never go out.”
This injunction given by the Lord to Moses, to re-
mind his people of the constant necessity of sacrifice
and prayer, the Gentiles misconstrued into reverence
for the fire itself, and “ quoniam omnes pravi dociles
sumus,” hence the ready admission with which the
doctrine was embraced, and the general spread of that
which was at first but partial and figurative.

Indeed we find that God himself had appeared to
Moses in a “ flame of fire in the midst of a bush,”
Exod. iii. 2, and in presence of the whole Israel-
itish host. Exod. xix. 18. “ The Lord descended
upon Mount Sinai, as the smoke of a furnace ;” while
in Exod. xiii. 21, it is declared that ¢ the Lord went

F 2
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before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, and by
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.” So ac-
cordingly we find Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 24, when
challenging the priests of the false divinities, propose
a decision by fiery ordeal. ¢ Call you on the name
of your gods,” he says, *“ and I will call upon the
name of the Lord, and the God that answereth by fire,
let him be God, and all the people answered, it is well
spoken.”

The infidels, therefore, who could not concede any
superiority to the religion of the Hebrews, and yet
could not deny those manifestations of divine support,
thought they best proved their independence by insti-
tuting a rivalship, and got thereby the more confirmed
in their original idolatry. Their bloody sacrifices
themselves originated, we may suppose, in some simi-
lar way. God must, undoubtedly, have prescribed
that rite to Adam, after his fall in Paradise, else how
account for the ¢ skins” with which Eve and he had
covered themselves? The beasts to which they be-
longed could not have been slain for food; for it was
not till a long time after that they were allowed to eat
the flesh of animals. We may, therefore, safely infer
that it was for a sin-offering they had been immo-
lated ; and the subsequent reproof given to Cain by
the rejection of his oblation, evidently for the non-
observance of the exact mode of sacrifice prescribed,
coupled with the command issued to Abraham, to try
his obedience, by offering up his own son, are unde-
niable proofs of the truth of this inference.

In « Ur” of the Chaldees, a name which literally
signifies “ fire,” the worship of that element first
originated. Thence it travelled in its contaminating
course, until all the regions of the earth got impreg-
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nated therewith. In Persia, a country with which
this island had, of old, the most direct communication,
we also find a city denominated * Ur;” and who does
not know that the Persians, having borrowed the
custom from the Chaldean priests, regarded fire with
the utmost veneration? Numerous as were the
deities which that nation worshipped, “fire,” on every
occasion, in every sacrifice—like the Janus of the
Romans—was invoked the first. Their Pyrea, in
which they not only preserved it ever burning, but
worshipped it as a deity, have been noticed by Bris-
son—but without the necessary adjunct of their being
an innovation.

Even the ordinary fire for culinary or social pur-
poses participated in some measure in this hallowed
regard ; as they durst not, without violating the most
sacred rules, and stifling the scruples of all their
previous education, offer it the least mark of impious
disregard, or pollute its sanctity by profane con-
tact.

It was, however, only as symbolical of the sun, that
they, like the Chaldeans, paid it this extraordinary
reverence—a reverence not limited to mere religious
rules, but which exercised control over, and biassed
the decisions of, their most important secular trans-
actions. Accordingly we learn from Herodotus, lib.
vii., as quoted by Cicero in Verrem, that when Datis,
the prefect of Xerxes’ fleet, flushed with the result of
his victory over Naxos, and the city of Eretria, in
Eubcea, might easily have made himself master of the
island of Delos, he, however, passed it over un-
touched, in honour of that divinity before whom his
country had bowed, having been sacred to Apollo, or
the sun, and reputedly his birth-place.
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But do I mean to say that the ¢ Round Towers ” of
Ireland were intended for the preservation of the
sacred fire? Far, very far, indeed, from it. That some
Jew of them were therewith connected—I say con-
nected, not appropriated—may, I think, be well al-
lowed ; nay, it is my candid belief, so far as belief is
compatible with a matter so unauthenticated. But
having all through maintained that they were not all
intended for one and the same object, I must have
been understood, of course, by the numerous sup-
porters of that fashionable proposition, as including
fire-worship within the compass of my several views.
I put it, however, frankly, to the most ardent sup-
porter of that theory, who for a moment considers the
different bearings and peculiarities of those several
structures, comparing them first with one another, and
then with the description of fire-receptacles which we
read of elsewhere, whether he ecan dispassionately
bring himself to say that all our Round Towers, or
indeed above two of those at present remaining, could
have been even calculated for that purpose?

Where, let me ask, is it they will suppose the fire
to have been placed? In the bottom? No; the in-
tervening floors, of which the GREATER PORTION re-
tain evident traces, would not only endanger the
conflagration of the whole edifice, as it is most pro-
‘bable that they were made of wood, but would also
prevent the egress of the smoke through the four
windows at the top, for which use, they tell you, those
apertures were inserted.

But I am answered that the tower of Ardmore,
which has within it no vestiges of divisional com-
partments, could offer no hinderance to the ascent of
the smoke, or its consequent discharge through the
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four cardinal openings. To which I rejoin, that if
there had ever been a fire lighted within that edifice,
and continued for any length of time, as the sacred
fire is known to have been kept perpetually burning,
it would have been impossible for the inner surface
of that stately structure to preserve the beautiful and
white coating which it still displays, through the
mystic revolutions of so many ages. The same con-
clusion applies to the tower of Devenish, whicl,
though it has no inside coating, yet must its elegant
polish have been certainly deteriorated, if subjected
to the action of a perpetual smoke.

The instance which is adduced of the four temples
described by Hanway, in his ¢« Travels into Persia,”
proves nothing. It certainly corresponds with the
architectural character of some of our Round Towers,
but leaves us as much in the dark as to the era and
use of both, as if he had never made mention of any
such occurrence.

To me it is as obvious as the noon-day sun that
they too, on examination, would be found of a more
comprehensive religious tendency than what could
possibly relate to the preservation of the sacred fire :
for it is well known that when temples were at all
appropriated to this consecrated delusion, it was
within a small crypt or arched vault—over which the
temple was erected—that it was retained. The
Ghebres or Parsees, the direct disciples of Zoroaster,
the reputed author of this improved institution,
“ build their temples,” says Richardson®, « over sub-
terraneous fires.”

Wihenever a deviation from this occurred, it was in
favour of a low stone-built structure, all over-arched,

* Asiatic Researches.
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such as that which Hamway met with at Baku, and
corresponding in every particular with the edifices of
this description to be seen at Smerwick, county
Kerry, and elsewhere throughout Ireland *.

The fire-house which Captain Keppel visited at a
later period at Baku, in 1824, was a small square
building, erected on a platform, with three ascending
steps on each side, having a tall hollow stone column
at every side, through which the flame was seen to
issue, all in the middle of a pentagonal enclosure—com-
prising also a large altar, whereon naphtha was kept
continually burning.

Now could anything possibly correspond more mi-
nutely with Strabo’s description of the Pyratheia,
than does this last account? ¢ They are,” he says,
“ immense enclosures, in the centre of which was
erected an altar, where the Magi used to preserve, as
well a quantity of ashes, as the ever-burning fire it-
self.” And could anything possibly be more opposite
to our ¢ Round Towers ” than all these accounts?

When, therefore, we are told { that at the city of
Zezd, in Persia—which is distinguished by the ap-
pellation of Darub Abadat, or seat of religion—the
Ghebres are permitted to have an Atush Kidi, or fire-
temple, which they assert had the sacred fire in it
since the days of Zoroaster, we must be prepared to
understand it as corresponding in architectural pro-
portion with one or other of the instances just now

* It is most unaccountable how Hanway, after seeing this evidence of
an actual fire-temple, should, notwithstanding, commit the egregious
blunder of calling the Round Towers—which differed from it as much
as a maypole does from a rabbit-hole—fire-temples also. Yet has he
been most religiously followed by Vallancey, Beauford, Dalton, &e., who
could not open their eyes to the mistake.

+ Pottinger’s Belochistan.



THE ROUND TOWERS. U3

detailed ; and in truth, from recent discovery, I have
ascertained—since the above was composed—that it
is nothing more than a sorry hut.

But Pennant’s view of Hindostan is brought for-
ward as at once decisive of the matter. What says
Mr. Pennant, however? ¢ All the people of this
part of India are Hindoos, and retain the old religion,
with all its superstition; this makes the Pagodas
here much more numerous than in any other part of
the peninsula; their form too is different, being
chiefly buildings of a cylindrical or round tower shape,
with their tops either pointed or truncated at the top,
and ornamented with something eccentrical, but fre-
quently with a round ball stuck on a spike: this ball
seems intended to represent the sun, an emblem of the
deity of the place.”

To this ascription of this learned traveller I most
fully, most heartily respond. Pagoda is a name in-
vented by the Portuguese, from the Persian « Peut-
gheda,” meaning a temple of idols, in which they
supposed them to abound, but which in reality were
only so many figures or symbols of the  principle of
truth,” the spirit of wisdom,” the ¢ supreme es-
sence,” and other attributes of the Godhead, which, I
believe, they in a great measure spiritually recog-
nized. Those structures, therefore, as the very word
implies, had no manner of relation to the sacred fire,
but they had to the sun and moon, the supposed
authors of generation and nuirition, of which fire
was only the corrupt emblem, and the different
forms of their constructural terminations, similar to
those elsewhere described by Maundrell, some being
pointed, and some being lruncated, liarmonizes most
aptly with the radial and hemispherical representa-



74 THE ROUND TOWERS.

tions of the two celestial luminaries, as well as with
that organ of human procreation which we shall here-
after more particularly identify. These are the two
Baals dwelt so largely upon in the Scriptures—Baal
masculine, the sun, and Baal feminine, the moon,
from both of which the Hindoos derive their fabulous
origin. Indeed it was from their extreme veneration
for the “ queen of night” that they obtained their
very name; Hindoo meaning, in the Sanserit lan-
guage, the moon; and accordingly we find among
them Hindoo-Buns, that is, children of the moon, as
we do Surage-buns, children of the sun, the other
parent of their fanciful extraction.

Here then, methinks, we have at once a clue to
the character of those Round Towers so frequent
throughout the East, of whose history, however, the
Orientals are as ignorant as we are here of our
¢ rotundities.” Caucasus abounds in those columnar
fanes, and it must not be forgotten that Caucasus has
been claimed as the residence of our ancestors. On
Teric banks, hard by, there is a very beautiful and
lofty one as like as possible to some of ours. The
door is described as twelve feet from the ground, level
and rather oblong in its form. Lord Valentia was
so struck with the extraordinary similitude observable
between some very elegant ones which he noticed in
Hindostan and those in this country, that he could
not avoid at once making the comparison. The in-
habitants, he observes, paid no sort of regard to those
venerable remains, but pilgrims from afar, and chiefly
from Jynagaur, adhering to their old religion, used an-
nually to resort to them as the shrines of their ancient
worship. Yet in the ceremonies there performed we
see no evidence of their appropriation to the sacred
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fire—however tradition may have ascribed them as
once belonging to the Ghebres! Franklin mentions
some he has seen at Nandukan, as do other writers in
other sites. In short, all through the East they are
to be met with, and yet all about them is obscurity,
doubt, and mystery, a proof at once of the antiquity
of their date, and of their not being receptacles for
fire, which, if the fact, could be there no secret.

Yes, I verily believe, and I will as substantially
establish, that they were, what has already been
affirmed, in reference to those in Ireland, viz.,—
temples in honour of the sun and moon, the pro-
creative causes of general fecundity,—comprising in
certain instances, like them, also the additional and
blended purposes of funeral cemeteries and astro-
nomical observatories. The Septuagint interpreters
well understood their nature when rendering the
“ high place of Baal*” by the Greek omyan 7ou
Baan, or Pillar of Baal, that is, the pillar conse-
crated to the sun; while the ancient Irish themselves,
following in the same train, designated those struc-
tures Bail-toir, that is, the tower of Baal, or the sun,
and the priest who attended them, Aoi Bail-toir, or
superintendent of Baal’s tower. Neither am I with-
out apprehension but that the name * Ardmore,”
which signifies ¢ the great high place,” and where a
splendid specimen of those Sabian edifices is still
remaining, was in direct reference to that religious
column ; but this “ en passant.”

In the sepulchral opinion I am not a little fortified
by the circumstance of there being found at Benares
pyramids corresponding in all respects, save that of
size, to those in Egypt, having also subterrancan

* Numbers, chap. xxii., ver. 41,



76 THE ROUND TOWERS.

passages beneath them, which are said to extend even
for miles together. A column also, besides a sphinx’s
head, which has been discovered not long since in
digging amid the ruins of an ancient and unknown
city, on the banks of the Hypanis, bearing an inscrip-
tion which was found to differ on being compared
with Arabic, Persia, Turkish, Chinese, Tartar, Greek,
and Roman letters; but bore “a manifest and close
similarity with the characters observed by Denon on
several of the mummies of Egypt,” gives strength to
the idea of the identity of the Egyptian religion with
that of the Indians, as it does to the identity of desti-
nation of their respective pyramids.
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CHAPTER VL

Now if there be any one point of Irish antiquity
which our historians insist upon more than another,
it is that of our ancestral connexion with the Egyptian
kings. In all their legends Egypt is mixed up—in
all their romances Egypt stands prominent, which
certainly could not have been so universal without
something at least like foundation, and must, therefore,
remove anything like surprise at the affinity our
ancient religion bore, in many respects, to theirs, since
they were both derived from the same common origin.

I have already intimated my decided belief of the
application of the Egyptian pyramids to the com-
bined purposes of religion and science. The depart-
ment of science to which I particularly referred was
astronomy, the cultivation of which was inseparably
involved in all their religious rites; for despite of the
reverence which the Egyptians semed to pay to cro-
codiles, bulls, and others of the brute creation, in
those they only figured forth the several attributes,
all infinite, in the divinity ; as their worship, like that
of the ancient Irish, was purely planetary, or Sabian.

The Indians too have images of the elephant, horse,
and other such animals, chiselled out with the most
studious care, and to all intents and purposes appear
to pay them homage; but if questioned on the sub-
Jject, they will tell you that in the sagacity of the
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former, and the strength and swiftness of the latter,
they only recognise the superior wisdom and might
of the All-good and All-great One, and the rapidity
with which his decrees are executed by his mes-
sengers.

If questioned more closely, they will tell you that
the Brahmin is but reminded by the image of the
inscrutable Original, whose pavilion is clouds and
darkness; to him he offers the secret prayer of the
heart; and if he neglects from inadvertence the ex-
ternal services required, it is because his mind is so
fully occupied with the contemplation of uncreated
excellence, that he overlooks the grosser object by
which his impressions were communicated. Then
with respect to their subterranean temples or Mi-
thratic caves, of which we have so many specimens
throughout this island, they affirm that the mysterious
temple of the caverns is dedicated to services which
soar as much above the worship of the plain and un-
instructed Hindoo, as Brahma the invisible Creator
is above the good and evil genii who inhabit the
region of the sky. The world, whose ideas are base
and grovelling as the dust upon which they tread,
must be led by objects perceptible to the senses to
perform the ceremonial of their worship ; the chosen
offspring of Brahma are destined to nobler and sub-
limer hopes ; their views are bounded alone by the
ages of eternity.

These specimens, though brief, will prove that the
spirit of the religion of ancient India and Egypt was
not that farrago of mental prostration which some
have imagined. No, the stars, as the abode or imme-
diate signal of the Deity, were their primary study,
and even to this day, depressed and humiliated as the
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Indians are, and aliens in their own country, they are
not without some attention to their favourite pursuit,
or something like an observatory to perpetuate its
cultivation. In May, 1777, a letter from Sir Robert
Baker to the President of the Royal Society of Lon-
don, was read before that body, which details a
complete astronomical apparatus found at Benares,
belonging to the Brahmins.

Such is the remnant of that once enlightened
nation, the favourite retreat of civilization and the
arts, which sent forth its professors into the most
distant quarters of the world, and disseminated know-
ledge wherever they had arrived. ¢ With the first
accounts we have of Hindostan,” says Crawford, “ a
mighty empire opens to our view, which in extent,
riches, and the number of its inhabitants, has not yet
been equalled by any one nation on the globe. We
find salutary laws and an ingenious and refined
system of religion established ; sciences and arts
known and practised ; and all of these evidently
brought to perfection by the accumulated experience
of many preceding ages. We see a country abound-
ing in fair and opulent cities; magnificent temples
and palaces; useful and ingenious artists employing
the precious stones and metals in curious workman-
ship ; manufacturers fabricating cloths, which in the
fineness of their texture, and the beauty and duration
of some of their dyes, have even yet been but barely
imitated by other nations.”

“The traveller was enabled to journey through
this immense country with ease and safety; the
public roads were shaded with trees to defend him
from its scorching sun; at convenient distances build-
ings were erected for him to repose in, a friendly
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Brahmin attended to supply his wants ; and Aospitality
and the laws held out assistance and protection to all
alike, without prejudice or partiality.. ... We after-
wards see the empire overrun by a fierce race of men,
who in the beginning of their furious conquests en-
deavoured, with their country, to subdue the minds of
the Hindoos. They massacred the people, tortured
the priests, threw down many of the temples, and,
what was still more afflicting, converted some of them
into places of worship for their prophet, till at length,
tired with the exertion of cruelties which they found
to be without effect, and guided by their interest,
which led them to wish for tranquillity, they were
constrained to let a religion and customs subsist which
they found it impossible to destroy. But during
these scenes of devastation and bloodshed, the sci-
ences, being in the sole possession of the priests, who
had more pressing cares to attend to, were neglected,
and are now almost forgotten.”

I have dwelt thus long upon the article of India,
from my persuasion of the intimate connexion that
existed at one time as to religion, language, customs,
and mode of life between some of its inhabitants and
those of this western island. 1 have had an additional
motive, and that was to show that the same cause
which effected the mystification that overhangs ouwr
antiquities, has operated similarly with respect to
theirs, and this brings me back to the subject of the
¢« Round Towers,” in the history, or rather the mys-
tery, of which, in both countries, this result is most
exemplified.

As to their appropriation, then, to the sacred fire,
though I do not deny that some of them may have
been connected with it, yet unquestionably too much
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importance has been attached to the wvitrified appear-
ance of Drumboe tower as if necessarily enforcing
our acquiescence in the universality of that doctrine.
“ At some former time,” says the surveyor, “ very
strong fires have been burned within this building, and
the inside surface towards the bottom has the appear-
ance of vitrification.”

I do not at all dispute the accident—but while the
vitrified aspect which this tower exhibits is proof
irresistible that no fire ever entered those in which no
such vitrification appears, I cannot but here too ex-
press more than a surmise that it was not the ¢ sacred
fire,” which, when religiously preserved, was not al-
lowed to break forth in those wolcanos insinuated ;
but in a lambent, gentle flame, emblematic of that
emanation of the spirit of the Divinity infused, as
light from light, into the soul of man.

Hail, holy Light! offspring of heaven first-born !
Or of th' Eternal co-eternal beam !

May I express thee unblamed ? Since God is light,
And never but in unapproached light

Duwelt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee,

Bright effluence of bright essence increate !

Or hear’st thou rather, pure ethereal stream,
‘Whose fountain who shall tell? Before the sun,
Before the heavens, thou wert, and at the voice
Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest

The rising world of waters dark and deep,

‘Won from the void and formless infinite *.

But to prove that they were not appropriated to
the ritual of fire-worship, nay, that their history and
occupation had been altogether forgotten when that
ritual now prevailed, 1 turn to the glossary of Cor-
mac, first bishop of Cashel, who after his conversion

* Milton.
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to Christianity, in the fifth century, by St. Patrick,
thus declares his faith :—
¢ Adhram do righ na duile
Do dagh bhar din ar n* daone

Leis gach dream, leis gach dine
Leis gach ceall, leis gach caoimhe.™

That is,
T worship the King of the Elements,
‘Whose fire from the mountain top ascends,
In whose hands are all mankind,
All punishment and remuneration."

No allusion here to ¢ fowers,” as connected with
that fire so pointedly adverted to. And lest there
should be any doubt as to the identity of this fire
with the religious element so frequently referred to,
we find the same high authority thus critically ex-
plain himself in another place: ¢ dha teinne soin-
mech do gintis na draoithe con tincet laib moraib
foraib, agus do bordis, na ceatra or teamandaib cacha
bliadhna ;”—that is, the Druids used to kindle two im-
mense fires, with great incantation, and towards them
used to drive the cattle, which they forced to pass
between them every year.

Nay, when St. Bridget, who was originally a pagan
vestal, and consequently well versed in all the solem-
nities of the sacred fire, wished, upon her conversion
to Christianity, A.p. 467, to retain this favourite
usage, now sublimated in its nature, and streaming in
a more hallowed current, it was not in a “tower”
that we find she preserved it, but in a cell or low
building “ like a vault,” ¢ which,” says Holinshed,
whose curiosity, excited by Cambrensis’s report *, had
induced him to go and visit the spot, * to this day
they call the fire-house.” It was a stone-roofed edi-

* Top. Dist. ii. c. 34.
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fice about twenty feet square, the ruins of which are
still visible, and recognized by all around as once the
preservative of the sacred element. When Cam-
brensis made mention of this miraculous fire of St.
Bridget, why did he not connect it with the Round
Towers, which he mentions elsewhere? He knew
they had no connexion, and should not be associated.

But, forsooth, the Venerable Bede has distinctly
mentioned in the Life of St. Cuthbert, that there were
numerous fire receptacles, remnants of ancient pagan-
ism, still remaining in this island '—Admitted. But
does it necessarily follow that they were the Round
Towers*? No: here is the enigma solved—they
were those low stone-roofed structures, similar to what
the Persians call the ¢ Atash-gah,” to be met with so
commonly throughout all parts of this country, such
as at Ardmore, Killaloe, Down, Kerry, Kells, &c. &c.
The circumstance of St. Columbe having for a time
taken up his abode in this last-mentioned one, gave
rise to the idea that he must have been its founder:
but the delusion is dispelled by comparing its archi-
tecture with that of the churches which this distin-
guished champion of the early Christian Irish church
had erected in Iona {, whose ruins are still to be seen,
and bear no sort of analogy with those ancient re-
ceptacles. Struck, no doubt, with some apprehensions
like the foregoing, it is manifest that Miss Beaufort

* Had Bede even asserted that the Round Towers were fire receptacles,
it would not obtain my assent, as they were as great an enigma in that
venerable writer's day, as they have been ever since, until now that their
secret is about to be unveiled.

+ The derivation of this word not being generally known, I may be
allowed to subjoin it. It is the Irish for dove, as columba is the Latin,
and was assigned to the above place in honour of St. Columbe, who was
surnamed Kille, from the many churches which he had founded.

G 2
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Lerself, while combating most strenuously for the
Round Towers as fire receptacles, had no small mis-
giving, nay, was evidently divided as to the security
of her position. ¢ From the foregoing statements,”
she observes, ¢“ a well-grounded conclusion may be
drawn that these low fabrics are seldom found but in
connexion with the towers, and were designed for the
preservation of the sacred fire; in some cases the lofty
tower may have served for both purposes*.” The
lofty tower, I emphatically say, was a distinct edifice.

Again when St. Patrick, in person, went round the
different provinces to attend the pagan solemnities
at the respective periods of their celebration, we find
no mention made of any such thing as a ‘“tower”
occupying any part in the ritual of their religious
exercises. When he first presented himself near the
court of Laogaire, not far from the hill of Tara, on
the eve of the vernal equinox, and lit up a fire before
his tent in defiance of the legal prohibition, the appeal
which we are told his druids addressed to the monarch
on that occasion was couched in the following words:
“ This fire which has to-night been kindled in our
presence, before the flame was lit up in your palace,
unless extinguished this very night, shall never be
extinguished at all, but shall triumph over all the
fires of our ancient rites, and the lighter of it shall
scatter your kingdom.” In this notification, as I
translate it from O’Connor's Prolegomena, i. c. 35,
there occur two terms to which I would fain bespeak
the reader’s regard ; one is the word Zindled, which
implies the lighting up of a fire where there was none
before ; the second is the word palace, which is more
applicable to a kingly residence or private abode,

* Trans. Roy. Ir, Acad. vol. xv.
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than to a columnar structure, which would seem to
demand a characteristic denomination.

Another objection more imposing in its character,
and to the local antiquary offering no small difficalty
to surmount, is that those above-mentioned low struc-
tures must have been erected by our first Roman
missionaries, because that they bear the strongest
possible aflinity to the finish and perfection of the
early Roman cloaca or vaults. This difficulty, how-
ever, I thus remove: no one in this enlightened age
can suppose that those stupendous specimens of
massive and costly workmanship, which we read of
as being constructed by the Romans in the very in-
fancy of their state, could have been the erection
of a rude people, unacquainted with the arts. The
story of the wolf, the vestal, and the shepherd is no
longer credited ; Rome was a flourishing and thriving
city long before the son of Rhea was born, and the
only credit that he deserves, as connected with its
history, is that of uniting together under one common
yoke the several neighbouring communities, many of
whom, particalarly the Etrurians, were advanced in
scientific and social civilization, conversant not only
with the researches of letters, and the arcana of
astronomy, but particularly masters of all manual
trades, and with none more profoundly than that of
architecture. ’

But who, let me ask, were those Etrurians? none
others, most undoubtedly, than the Pelasgi or Tyrseni,
another branch of our Tuath-de-danaan ancestors,
who, as Myrsilus informs us, had erected the ancient
wall around the acropolis of Athens, which is there-
fore styled, by Callimachus, as quoted in the Scholia
to the ¢ Birds” of Aristophanes, * the Pelasgic Wall
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of the Tyrseni.” It is now a point well ascertained
by historians that what are termed by ancient writers
Cyclopean walls—as if intimating the work of a race of
giants, while the true exposition of the name is to be
found in the fact of their having been constructed by
a caste of miners, otherwise called arimaspi, whose
lamp, which perhaps they had fastened to their fore-
heads, may be considered as their only eye—were
actually the creation of those ancient Pelasgi, and, as
will shortly appear, should properly be called Irish*.
Mycene, Argos, and Tiryns, in Greece, as well as
Etruria and other places in Italy, the early residences
of this lettered tribe, abound in relics of this ancient
masonry. In all respects, in all points, and in all
particulars it corresponds with that of those above
mentioned low, stone-roofed, fire-receptacles, so com-
mon in this island ; which must satisfactorily and for
ever do away with the doubt as to why such features
of similarity should be observed to exist between
our antiquities and those of ancient Greece and Rome ;
not less perceptible in the circumstance of those edi-
ficial remains than in the collateral evidences of lan-
guage and manners.

The sacred fire, once observed with such religious
awe by every class, and in every quarter of this
island, was imported from Greece into Italy by the
same people who had introduced it here. Let me not
be supposed to insinuate that the people of the latter
country, modernly considered, adopted the usage from
those of the former country, moderns also; no, there
was no intercourse between these parties for many
years after the foundation of the western capital.

* This adjective is not here applied to our western Irin, t.e., Ireland,
Lut to the eastern Iran, z.e., Persia.
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Indeed it was not until the time of Pyrrhus that they
knew anything of their respective existences, whereas
we find that the vestal fire was instituted by Numa,
A. U.c.41. What I meant therefore to say was, that
the same early people, viz., the Pelasgi, who had
introduced it into Greece, had, upon their expulsion
from Thessaly by the Hellenes, betaken themselves to
Latium, afterwards so called, and there disseminated
their doctrines not less prosperously than their do-
minion.

Numa was in his day profoundly skilled in all the
mysteries of those religious philosophers; and his
profiered elevation to the Roman throne was but the
merited recompense of his venerable character. His
whole reign was accordingly one continued scene of
devotion and piety, in which pre-eminently outshone
his regard to Vesta*, in whose sanctuary was pre-
served the Palladium, < the fated pledge of Roman
authority,” and which too, by the way, ever connected
as we see it was with the worship of fire, would seem
to make the belief respecting it also to be of Oriental
origin, This eastern extraction additionally accounts
for that dexterous state contrivance of client and patron
established in the early ages of the Roman govern-
ment, corresponding to our ancient clanship—both
evidently borrowed from the same Indian castes.

I now address myself to another obstacle which has
been advanced by an Irish lady, and of the most de-
served antiquarian repute, whose classic and elaborate
treatise on this identical subject, though somewhat
differently moulded, has already won her the applause
of that society whose discriminating verdict I now

* Virginesque Vesta legit, Alb& oriundum sacerdotium, et genti con-
ditoris haud alienum. Livy, lib. i. eap. xx.
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respectfully await. But as my object is truth, di-
vested as much as possible of worldly considerations,
and unshackled by systems or literary codes, I con-
ceive that object will be more effectually attained by
setting inquiry on foot, than by tamely acquiescing
in dubious asseverations or abiding by verbal am-
biguities.

What elicited this sentiment was Miss Beaufort’s
remark on the enactment at Tara, a.p. 79, for the
erection of a palace in each of the four proportions
subtracted by order of Tuathal Teachmar, from each
of the four provinces to form the present county of
Meath. Her words are as follow : — ¢ Taking the
landing of Julius Ceesar in Britain, in the year 55
before Christ, as a fixed point of time, and counting
back fifty years from that, we shall be brought to
about one hundred years before the Christian era, at
which time the introduction of the improvements and
innovations of Zoroaster, and that also of fire towers,
may, without straining probability, be supposed to
have fully taken place. That it was not much earlier
may be inferred from the before-mentioned ordinance
of the year 79 A.p., to increase the number of towers
in the different provinces.”

With great submission I conceive that the error
here incurred originated on the lady’s part, from mis-
taking as authority the comment in the Statistical
Survey, vol. iii. p. 320, which runs thus:—*“ It is
quite evident from sundry authentic records, that
these round towers were appropriated to the preserva-
tion of the Baal-thinne, or sacred fire of Baal : first at
the solemn convention at Tara, in the year of Christ
79, in the reign of Tuathal Teachmar, it was enacted,
that on the 31st of October annually, the sacred fire
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should be publicly exhibited from the stately tower of
Tlactga, in Munster, from whence all the other repo-
sitories of the Baal-thinne were to be re-kindled, in
case they were by any accident allowed to go out.
It was also enacted, that a particular tower should
be erected for that purpose in each of the other four
provinces, Meath being then a distinct province. For
this purpose the tax called Scraball, of three-pence
per head on all adults, was imposed.”

Well, for this is quoted ¢ Psalter of Tara, by
Comerford,” page 51 ; on referring to which I find the
text as thus: ¢ He (Tuathal) also erected a stately
palace in each of these proportions, viz., in that of
Munster, the palace of Tlactga, where the fire of
Tlactga was ordained to be kindled on the 31st of
October, to summon the priests and augurs to con-
sume the sacrifices offered to their gods; and it was
also ordained that no other fire should be kindled in
the kingdom that night, so that the fire to be used in
the country was to be derived from this fire; for
which privilege the people were to pay a scraball,
which amounts to three-pence every year, as an ac-
Inowledgment to the king of Munster. The second
palace was in that of Connaught, where the inhabitants
assembled once a year, upon the first of May, to
offer sacrifices to the principal deity of the island
under the name of Beul, which was called the con-
vocation of Usneagh ; and on account of this meeting
the king of Connaught had from every lord of a
manor, or chieftain of lands, a horse and arms. The
third was at Tailtean, in the portion of Ulster, where
the inhabitants of the kingdom brought their children
when of age, and treated with one another about their
marriage. From this custom the king of Ulster de-
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manded an ounce of silver from every couple married
here. The fourth was the palace of Teamor or Tara,
which originally belonged to the province of Leinster,
and where the states of the kingdom met in a parlia-
mentary way.” :

I now leave the reader to decide whether the word
¢« palace” can be well used to represent an “ eccle-
siastical tower,” or indeed any tower at all; or
whether it is not rather a royal residence for the
several provincial princes, that is meant to be con-
veyed ; as is evident to the most superficial, from the
closing allusion to the palace of Tara, “ where the
states of the kingdom met in a parliamentary way.”
The impost of the scraball, I must not omit to observe,
has been equally mis-stated in the survey ; for it was
not for the purpose of erecting any structures, but as
an acknowledgment of homage and a medium of
revenue that it was enforced, as will appear most
clearly on reverting to the original, and comparing it
with the other means of revenue, which the other
provincial kings were entitled to exact. But what
gives the complete overthrow to the doctrine which
would identify those palaces with columnar edifices, is
the fact that there are no vestiges to be found of
Round Towers in any, certainly not in all of those four
localities specially notified. Wells and Donaghmore
are the only Round Towers now in the county Meath,
and these are not included among the places above
designated.
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CHAPTER VIII.

To wind up the matter, steadily and unequivocally I
do deny that the *“ Round Towers” of Ireland were
fire receptacles. I go farther, and deny that any of
those eastern round edifices which travellers speak
of, were ever intended for fire receptacles : that they
were all pagan structures—and temples too—conse-
crated to the most solemn and engrossing objects of
human pursuit, however errroneously that pursuit may
have been directed, I unhesitatingly affirm. What
then, I shall be asked, was their design? To this I
beg leave to offer a circumlocutory answer. Squeam-
ishness may be shocked, and invidiousness receive a
pretext, but, the spirit being pure, the well-regulated
mind will always say ¢ Cur nescire pudens prave
quam discere malo *?”

Then be it known that the “ Round Towers” of
Ireland were temples constructed by the early Indian
colonists of the country, in honour of that fructifying
principle of nature, emanating, as was supposed, from
the sun, under the denomination of Sol, Phebus,
Apollo, Abad or Budh, &c. &c.; and from the moon,
under the epithet of Luna, Diana, Juno, Astarte,
Venus, Babia or Butsee, &c. &c. Astronomy was
inseparably interwoven with this planetary religion ;
while the religion itself was characterized by en-
forcing almost as strict a regard to the body after

* Horace.
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death, as the body was expected to pay to a Supreme
Essence before its mortal dissolution. Under this
double sense then of funereal or posthumous regard,
as well as active and living devotion, must I be under-
stood to have used the expression, when previously
declaring that our Sabian rotundities were erected
with the two-fold view of religious culture and the
practice of that science with which it was so amal-
gamated. ;

To be explicit, I must recall to the reader’s mind
the destination which the Brahmins assigned to the
Egyptian pyramids, on hearing Wilford’s description
of them—viz., that they were places appropriated to
the worship of Padma-devi®*. Before I proceed,
however, I must state that I do not intend to make
this the basis of what I shall designate my disclosures.
It would be very foolish of me, if hoping to dislodge
a world of long-established prejudice, to use, as my
lever, a ray shot transversely from a volume which
has been tarnished by forgery. I need no such
aid, as the sequel will show; and yet were it requi-
site, no objection would be valid, as the ““ Pundit”
could have had no motive, either of interest or of
vanity, such as influenced his transcriptions, here to
mislead his victim. It was the mere utterance of a
casual opinion, without reference to any deduction.
Besides it was not the statement of the knave at all, but
that of a number of religious men of letters, who all
agreed in the ascription above laid down. They
spoke, no doubt, from some traditionary acquaintance
with the use of those tall round buildings which so
much baffle antiquarians, not more in Ireland than
they do in Hindostan; but the explanation of this

# Asiatic Researches, Dissert. Up. Egypt and Nile.
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their answer will be a happy inlet—and as such only
do I mean to employ it—to the llustration of what we
have been so long labouring at.

The word Padma-devi * means “ the deity of desire,”
as instrumental in that principle of universal gene-
rativeness diffused throughout all nature. Do I mean
that gross suggestion of carnal concupiscence ?—that
mere propensity of animal appetite which is common
to man with the brute creation? No; it became
redeemed, if not justified, by the religious complexion
with which it was intertwined, derived, mayhap, ori-
ginally from that paradisiacal precept which said,
“increase and multiply ;” while the strain of metaphor
under which it was couched, and the spiritual ten-
dency by which the ceremony was inculeated, pre-
vented offence even to the most refined taste—the most
susceptible fancy—or the most delicate sensibility.

The love of offspring has ever been a powerful
ingredient in man’s composition. The fair portion of
the human species, as every age and experience can
prove, have shown themselves not more exempt from
the control of the same emotions or the influence of
the same impulses. It was so wisely instituted by
the great Regulator of all things, nor is the abuse of
the principle any argument against its general utility
or sanctified intent. Search the records of all early
states, and you will find the legislator and the priest,
instead of opposing a principle so universally domi-
nant, used their influence, on the contrary, to bring it
more into play, and make its exercise subservient
to the increase of our species ; the law lent its aid to
enforce the theme as national, and religion sanctified
it as a moral obligation.

* Literally, «“ the goddess of the lotos.”
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In India this fervor was particularly encouraged :
for “ as the Hindoos depend on their children for per-
forming those ceremonies to their manes, which they
believe tend to mitigate punishment in a future state,
they consider the being deprived of them as a severe
misfortune and the sign of an offended God *.” They
accordingly had recourse to all the stratagems which
ingenuity could devise to recommend this passion to
the inner senses, and dignify its nature by the studied
imagery of metaphor and grace. In conformity with
this sentiment we are favoured by Sir William Jones
with the copy of a hymn, which they were in the
habit of addressing to the above-mentioned ““ Padma-
devi,” or *“ Mollium mater s@va cupidinum,” which
he thus prefaces with her figurative descent :—

It is Camadeva, that is, the god of desire, the oppo-
site sex he speaks of, but the principle is the same.

« Peor, his other name, when he enticed
TIsrael in Sittim, on their march from Nile,
To do him wanton rites, which cost them sore *+.”

¢ According to the Hindu mythology, he was the
son of Maya, or the general attracting power]; that
he was married to Ritty, or Affection; and that his

* Craufurd’'s Sketches, 4 Milton.

1 Maya also signifies ¢/lusion, of which as an operation of the Deity,
the following remark, extracted elsewhere from Sir William, may not be
unseasonable :—* The inextricable difficulties,” says he, « attending the
vulgar notion of material substances, concerning which ¢ we know this
only, that we know nothing,’ induced many of the wisest among the
ancients, and some of the most enlightened among the moderns, to be-
lieve that the whole creation was rather an energy than a work, by which
the Infinite Being who is present at all times and in all places, exhibits
to the minds of his creatures a set of perceptions, like a wonderful
picture or piece of music, always varied, yet always uniform ; so that all
bodies and their qualities exist, indeed, to every wise and useful purpose,
but exist only as far as they are perceived—a theory no less pious than
sublime, and as different from any principle of atheism, as the brightest
sunshine differs from the blackest midnight.”
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bosom friend is Vassant, or the Spring: that he is
represented as a beautiful youth, sometimes convers-
ing with his mother, or consort, in the midst of his
gardens and temples: sometimes riding by moon-
light on a parrot, and attended by dancing girls,
or nymphs, the foremost of whom bears his colours,
which are a fish on a red ground: that his favourite
place of resort is a large tract of country round Agra,
and principally the plain of Mathra, where Kreshen
also, and the nine Gopia usually spend the night
with music and dance : that his bow is of sugar-cane
or flowers, the sting of bees, and his five arrows are
each painted with an Indian blossom of an healing
quality.” Tedious and diffuse as has been the dis-
sertation already, I cannot resist the inclination of
transeribing the hymn also.

“ What potent god, from Agra’s orient bowers,
Floats through the lucid air; whilst living flowers,
With sunny twine, the vocal arbours wreathe,

And gales enamoured heavenly fragrance breathe ?

Hail, Power unknown ! for at thy beck
Vales and groves their bosoms deck,
And every laughing blossom dresses,
‘With gems of dew, his musky tresses.
1 feel, I feel thy genial flame divine,
And hallow thee, and kiss thy shrine.

Knowest thou not me ?—
Yes, son of Maya, yes, I know
Thy bleomy shafts and cany bow,
Thy scaly standard, thy mysterious arms,
And all thy pains and all thy charms,

Almighty Cama ! or doth Smara bright,

Or proud Aranga, give thee more delight ?
Whate'er thy seat, whate'er thy name,
Seas, earth, and air, thy reign proclaim ;
All to thee their tribute bring,

And hail thee universal king.
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Thy consort mild, Affection, ever true,
Graces thy side, her vest of glowing hue,
And in her train twelve blooming maids advance,
Touch golden strings and knit the mirthful dance.
Thy dreadful implements they bear,
And wave them in the scented air,
Each with pearls her neck adorning,
Brighter than the tears of morning.
Thy crimson ensign which before them flies,
Decks with new stars the sapphire skies.

God of the flowery shafts and flowery bow,

Delight of all above and all below !

Thy loved companion, constant from his birth

In heaven clep'd Vassant, and gay Spring on earth,
Weaves thy green robe, and flaunting bowers,
And from the clouds draws balmy showers,
He with fresh arrows fills thy quiver,
(Sweet the gift, and sweet the giver,)

And bids the various warbling throng

Burst the pent blossoms with their song.

He bends the luscious cane, and twists the string,
‘With bees how sweet! but ah, how keen their sting !
He with fine flowrets tips thy ruthless darts,
‘Which through five senses pierce enraptured hearts.
Strong Champa, rich in od'rons gold,
‘Warm Amer, nursed in heavenly monld,
Dry Nagkezer, in silver smiling,
Hot Kiticum, our sense beguiling,
And last, to kindle fierce the scorching flame,
Loveshaft, which gods bright Bela name.
Can men resist thy power, when Krishen yields,
Krishen, who still in Mathra’s holy fields,
Tunes harps immortal, and to strains divine,
Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine ?
Oh! thou for ages born, yet ever young,
For ages may thy Bramin's lay be sung ;
And when thy Lory spreads his emerald wings,
To waft thee high above the tower of kings,
Whilst o'er thy throne the moon's pale light
Pours her soft radiance through the night,
And to each floating cloud discovers
The haunts of blest or joyless lovers,
Thy milder influence to thy bard impart,
To warm, but not consume his heart.”
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Amongst the fables that are told to account for the
origin of this amorous devotion, Sir William tells
us, is the following, viz.—

“ Certain devotees in a remote time had acquired
great renown and respect; but the purity of the art
was wanting; nor did their motives and secret
thoughts correspond with their professions and ex-
terior conduct. They affected poverty, but were at-
tached to the things of this world, and the princes
and nobles were constantly sending them offerings.
They seemed to sequester themselves from the world ;
they lived retired from the towns; but their dwell-
ings were commodious, and their women numerous
and handsome. But nothing can be hid from the
gods, and Sheevah resolved to expose them to shame,
He desired Prakeety * to accompany him; and as-
sumed the appearance of a Pandaram of a graceful
form. Prakeety appeared as herself, a damsel of
matchless beauty. She went where the devotees
were assembled with their disciples, waiting the rising
sun, to perform their ablutionst and religious cere-
monies. As she advanced, the refreshing breeze
moved her flowing robe, showing the exquisite shape
which it seemed intended to conceal. With eyes cast
down, though sometimes opening with a timid but a
tender look, she approached them, and with a low
enchanting voice desired to be admitted to the sacri-
fice. The devotees gazed on her with astonishment.
The sun appeared, but the purifications were for-
gotten ; the things of the Poojah | lay neglected ; nor

* Nature.
+ The Hindoos never bathe nor perform their ablutions whilst the
sun is below the horizon.
1 Poojah is properly worship.
H
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was any worship thought of but that to her. Quitting
the gravity of their manners, they gathered round her
as flies round the lamp at night, attracted by its
splendour, but consumed by its flame. They asked
from whence she came; whither she was going?
¢ Be not offended with us for approaching thee ; for-
give us for our importunities. But thou art incapable
of anger, thou who art made to convey bliss; to thee,
who mayest kill by indifference ; indignation and re-
sentment are unknown. But whoever thou mayest
be, whatever motive or accident may have brought
thee amongst us, admit us into the number of thy
slaves; let us at least have the comfort to behold
thee.’

“ Here the words faltered on the lip; the soul
seemed ready to take its flight; the vow was for-
gotten, and the policy of years destroyed.

“ Whilst the devotees were lost in their passions,
and absent from their homes, Sheevah entered their
village with a musical instrument in his hand, playing
and singing like some of those who solicit charity.
At the sound of his voice the women immediately
quitted their occupations ; they ran to see from whom
it came. He was beautiful as Krishen on the plains
of Matra*. Some dropped their jewels without
turning to look for them ; others let fall their gar-
ments without perceiving that they discovered those
abodes of pleasure which jealousy as well as decency
has ordered to be concealed. All pressed forward
with their offerings ; all wished to speak; all wished
to be taken notice of ; and bringing flowers and scat-
tering them before him, said— Askest thou alms!

* Krishen of Matra may be called the Apollo of the Hindoos,
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thou who art made to govern hearts! Thou whose
countenance is fresh as the morning! whose voice is
the voice of pleasure; and thy breath like that of
Vassant* in the opening rose! Stay with us and we
will serve thee; nor will we trouble thy repose, but
only be jealous how to please thee.’

¢ The Pandaram continued to play, and sung the
loves of Kamaf, of Krishen, and the Gopia, and
smiling the gentle smiles of fond desire, he led them
to a neighbouring grove that was consecrated to
pleasure and retirement. Sour began to gild the
western mountains, nor were they offended at the
retiring day.

‘ But the desire of repose succeeds the waste of
pleasure. Sleep closed the eyes and lulled the senses.
In the morning the Pandaram was gone. When
they awoke they looked round with astonishment, and
again cast their eyes on the ground. Some directed
their looks to those who had been formerly remarked
for their scrupulous manners, but their faces were
covered with their veils. After sitting awhile in
silence, they arose, and went back to their houses
with slow and troubled steps. The devotees re-
turned about the same time from their wanderings
after Prakeety. The days that followed were days of
embarrassment and shame. If the women had failed
in their modesty, the devotees had broken their vows.
They were vexed at their weakness; they were sorry
for what they had done; yet the tender sigh some-
times broke forth, and the eye often turned to where
the men first saw the maid, the women the Pandaram.

¢« But the people began to perceive that what the

* Vassant, the spring. + Kama, the god of love.
H 2
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devotees foretold came not to pass. Their disciples
in consequence neglected to attend them, and the
offerings from the princes and the nobles became less
frequent than before. They then performed various
penances ; they sought for secret places among the
woods, unfrequented by man; and having at last shut
their eyes from the things of this world, retired
within themselves in deep meditation, that Sheevah
was the author of their misfortunes. Their under-
standing being imperfect, instead of bowing the head
with humility, they were inflamed with anger; in-
stead of contrition for their hypocrisy, they sought
for vengeance. They performed new sacrifices and
incantations, which were only allowed to have effect
in the end, to show the extreme folly of man in not
submitting to the will of heaven.

“Their incantations produced a tiger, whose mouth
was like a cavern, and his voice like thunder among
the mountains. They sent him against Sheevah, who,
with Prakeety, was amusing himself in the vale. He
smiled at their weakness, and killing the tiger at one
blow with his club, he covered himself with his skin.
Seeing themselves frustrated in this attempt, the
devotees had recourse to another, and sent serpents
against him of the most deadly kind; but on ap-
proaching him they became harmless, and he twisted
them round his neck. They then sent their curses
and imprecations against him, but they all recoiled
upon themselves. Not yet disheartened by all these
disappointments, they collected all their prayers, their
penances, their charities, and other good works, the
most acceptable of all sacrifices ; and demanding in
return only vengeance against Sheevah, they sent a
consuming fire to destroy his genital parts. Sheevah,
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incensed at this attempt, turned the fire with in-
dignation against the human race; and mankind
would have been soon destroyed, had not Vishnou,
alarmed at the danger, implored him to suspend his
wrath. At his entreaties Sheevah relented. But it
was ordained that in his temples those parts should
be worshipped which the false devotees had impiously
attempted to destroy *.”

But what was the form under which this deity was
recognized? “ Look on this picture and on that;”
and the answer presents itselff. The eastern vota-
ries, suiting the action to the idea, and that their
vivid imagination might be still more enlivened by
the very form of the temple in which they addressed
their vows, actually constructed its architecture after
the model of the memdrum virile, which, obscenity
apart, is the divinely-formed and indispensable me-
dium selected by God himself for human propaga-
tion and sexual prolificacy.

This was the Phallus, of which we read in
Lucian [, as existing in Syria of such extraordinary
height, and which, not less than the Egyptian Pyra-
mids, has heretofore puzzled antiquaries,—little
dreaming that it was the counterpart of our Round
Towers, and that both were the prototypes of the
two “Pillars” which Hiram wrought before the temple
of Solomon.

Astarte was the divinity with whose worship it
was thus associated, and by that being understood

* Trauslated from the Persic, and read before the Oriental Society in
India.

+ The reason why the Egyptian Pyramids, though comprehending the
same idea, did not exhibit this form, will be assigned hereafter.

$ In his treatise “ De Ded Syrid.”
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the moon *, it was natural to suppose that the study
of the stars would essentially enter into the ceremo-
nial of her worship. Another name by which this
divinity was recognized, was Rimmon, which, signify-
ing as it does pomegranate, was a very happy emblem
of fecundity, as apples are known to be the most pro-
lific species of fruit.

Lingam is the name by which the Indians de-
signated this idol . Those who dedicate themselves
to his service swear to observe inviolable chastity.
¢ They do not, however,” says Craufurd, ¢ like the
priests of Atys, deprive themselves of the means of
breaking their vows; but were it discovered that they
had in any way departed from them, the punishment
is death. They go naked; but being considered as
sanctified persons, the women approach them without
scruple, nor is it thought that their modesty should
be offended by it. Husbands, whose wives are bar-
ren, solicit them to come to their houses, or send
their wives to worship Lingam at the temples; and
it is supposed that the ceremonies on this occasion, if
performed with the proper zeal, are usually productive
of the desired effect}.”

* Astarte, queen of heaven, with crescent horns,
To whose bright image nightly by the moon,
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs.”—MiLTON.

+ Les Indiens ont le Lingam qui ajoute encore quelque chose &
Tinfamie du Phallus des Egyptiens et des Grecs: ils adorent le faux
dieu Isoir sous cette figure monstreuse, et qu'ils exposent en procession
insultant d'une maniére horrible d la pudeur et & la crédulité de_la
populace.—La Croze, p. 431.

1 We can now see how it happened that the Irish word Toradh, i. e.,
“to go through the tower ceremony,” should signify also * to be preg-
nant;" and we can equally unravel the mythos of that elegant little
tale which Sir John Maleolm tells us from Ferdosi, in his History of
Persia. “It is related,” says he, “ that Gal, when taking the amusement
of the chase, came to the foot of a fower, on one of the turrets of which
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Such was the origin and design of the most ancient
Indian pagodas, which had no earthly connexion with
fire or fire-worshippers, as generally imagined.—And
that such, also, was the use and origin of the Irish
pagodas is manifest from the name by which they are
critically and accurately designated, viz., Budh, which,
in the Irish language, signifies not only the Sun, as
the source of generative vegetation, but also the male
organ of procreative generativeness, consecrated, ac-
cording to their foolish ideas, to Baal Phearagh or
Deus-coitionis, by and by to be elucidated. This
thoroughly explains the word ¢ Cathoir-ghall,” or
“temple of delight,” already mentioned as appropriated
to one of those edifices, and is still further confirmed
by the name of «“ Teaumpal na greine,” or « temple of
the sun,” by which another of them is called ; while
the ornament, that has been known to exist on the
top of many of them, represents the crescent of
Sheevah, the matrimonial deity of the Indians, agree-
ably to what the Heetopades states, viz., “ may he
on whose diadem is a crescent cause prosperity to the
people of the earth.”

But you will say that my designating these struc-
tures by the name of Budh is a gratuitous assumption,
for which I have no authority other than what imagi-
nation may afford me; and that, therefore, however
striking may be appearances, you will withhold your
conviction until you hear my proofs. Sir, I advance
nothing that I cannot support by arguments, and
he saw a young damsel of the most exquisite beauty. They mutually
gazed and loved, but there appeared no mode of ascending the battle-
ment. After much embarrassment, an expedient occurred to the fair
maiden. She loosened her dark and beautiful fresses, which fell in
ringlets to the botfom of the fower, and enabled the enamoured prince

to ascend. The lady proved to be Noudabah, the daughter of Merab,
king of Cabul, a prince of the race of Zohauk.”
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3

should not value your adherence were it not earned
by truth. This is too important an investigation to
allow fancy any share therein. It is not the mere
settlement of an antiquarian dispute of ndividual in-
terest or isolaled locality that is involved in its adjust-
ment,—no, its bearings are as comprehensive as its
interest should be universal ; the opintons of wankind
lo a grealer extent than you suppose will be affected by
its determination ; and I should despise myself if, by
any silly effort of ingenuity, I should attempt to lead
your reason captive, or pander to your credulity,
rather than storm your judgment.

This being premised, I shall not condescend, here or
elsewhere, to apologize for the freedom with which I
shall express myself in the prosecution of my ideas.
The spirit that breathes over the face of the work will
protect me from the venom of ungenerous imputation.
Freedom is indispensable to the just development
of the subject. Nor do I dread any bad results can
accrue from such a course, knowing that it is the
vicious alone who can extract poison from my page—
and they could do it as well in a museum or picture
gallery—while the virtuous will peruse it in the
purity of their own conceptions, and if they rise not
improved, they will, at least, not deteriorated.

My authority for assigning to the Round Towers
the above designation is nothing less than those
annals before adduced*. Where is it there? you
reply. Irejoin in Fidh-Nemphed ; which, as it has
heretofore puzzled all the world to develop, I shall
unfold to the reader with an almost miraculous result.
Fidh, then—as the Ulster Annals, or Fiadh, as those
of the Four Masters spell it—is the plural of Budh,

* Chapter IV. p. 48.
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i. c., Lingam; the initial F of the former being only
the aspirate of the initial B of the latter, and com-
mutable with it *; and Nemphed is an adjective, sig-
nifying divine or consecrated, from Nemph, the heavens:
so that Fidh-Nemphed, taken together, will import the
Consecrated Lingams, or the Budhist Consecrations.

Celestial iNDExES, eries O’Connor; following which
term—but with a very different acceptation—the reader
must be aware how that, in the early part of our
journey, I ascribed to this enigma an astronomical
exposition ; but herein I was supported not only by
expediency but by verity, having, all along, not only
connected Solar worship, and its concomitant survey
of the stars—which is Sabianism—with Phallic wor-
ship—beginning with the former in order to prepare
the way for the latter,—but shall proceed in detail
until I establish their identity.

The Egyptian history, then, of the origin of this
deification is what will put this question beyond the
possibility of denial, viz., that ¢ Isis having recovered
the mangled pieces of her husband’s body, the geni-
tals excepted, which the murderers had thrown into
the sea, resolving to render him all the honour which
his humanity had merited, got made as many waxen
statues as there were mangled pieces of his body.
Each statue contained a piece of the flesh of the dead
monarch. And Isis, after she had summoned in her
presence, one by one, the priests of all the different
deities in her dominions, gave them each a statue,

* Syncellus accordingly spells Budh, even in the singular number, with
an F; and Josephus, from the Secriptures, additionally commutes the
final d into £. We shall see more inflections anon.

Povd £ ov Towprodira—Syncellus, p. 47,

Fut was the founder of the nations in Libya (Africa), and the people

were from him called Futi—Josephus, Ant. lib. i. c. 7.
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intimating that, in so doing, she had preferred them to
all the other communities of Egypt; and she bound
them by a solemn oath that they would keep secret
that mark of her favour, and endeavour to prove their
sense of it by establishing a form of worship, and
paying divine honours to their prince. But that part
of the body of Osiris which had nof been discovered,
was treated with more particular attention by Isis, and
she ordered that it should receive honours more solemn,
and at the same time more mysterious, than the other
members *.”

Now as Isis T and Osiris—two deities, by the way,
which comprehended all nature and all the gods of
the ancients—only personated the Sun and Moon, the
sources of nutrition and vegetative heat, it is very
easy to remove the veil of this affectionate mythology,
and see that it means nothing more than the mutual
dependence and attraction of the sexes upon, and to,
each other ; while the fact of the Egyptian ““ Osiris{,”
which in their language signifies the Sun, and the
Irish “ Budh,” which in our language signifies the
same planet, being both represented by the same em-
blematic sign§; and the name of that sign in both
languages signifying as well sign as thing signified,
gives a stamp to my proof which I defy ingenuity to
overthrow.

* Vide Plutarch, de Isi et Osiri.

+ Eas, in Irish, also means the moon.

1 Literally the Son of the Sun, and should properly be written
O'Siris, like any of our Irish names, such as O'Brien—and meaning
sprung from.

§ These are the indexes for which Mr. O'Connor could find no other
use than that of dials !
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CHAPTER IX.

Wuar is it, then, that we see here elucidated ? Just
conceive. For the last three thousand years and
more, the learning of the world has been employed
to ascertain the origin of the doctrine of Budhism.
The savants of France, the indefatigable inquirers of
Germany, the affected pedants of Greece and Rome,
and the pure and profound philosophers of ancient
India and Egypt, have severally and ineffectually
puzzled themselves to dive into the secrets of that
mystic religion *.

“ The conflicting opinions,” says Coleman, * which
have prevailed among the most intelligent oriental
writers, respecting the origin and antiquity of this
and the Jaina sects, and the little historical light that
has yet been afforded to disperse the darkness that
ages have spread over them, leave us, at the end of
many learned disquisitions, involved in almost as
many doubts as when we commenced upon them.”

“ There was, then,” adds Gentil, ““in those parts of
India, and principally on the coast of Choromandel and
Ceylon, a sort of worship the precepts of which we are
quite unacquainted with. The god Baouth, of whom

* Les mystéres de l'antiquité nous sont demeurés presqu’interdiets; les
vestiges de ses monuments manquent le plus souvent de sens pour nous,
parceque, de siécle en siécle, les savants ont voulu leur attribuer un
sens,—DE Sacy.
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at present they know no more in India than the name,
was the object of this worship; but it is now totally
abolished, except that there may possibly yet be
found some families of Indians who have remained
faithful to Baouth, and do not acknowledge the re-
ligion of the Brahmins, and who are on that account
separated from and despised by the other castes. ...
I made various inquiries concerning this singular
figure, and the Zamulians one and all assured me
that this was the god Baouth, who was now no longer
regarded, for that his worship and his festivals had
been abolished ever since the Brahmins had made
themselves masters of the people’s faith.”

“ The worship of Budha,” says Heeren, * concern-
ing the rise and progress of which we at present
know so little, still lourishes in Ceylon.” Again, « All
that we know with certainty of Budha is, that he was
the founder of a sect which must formerly have pre-
vailed over a considerable part of India, but whose
tenets and forms of worship were in direct opposition
to those of the Brahmins, and engendered a deadly
hate between the two parties, which terminated in
the expulsion of the Budhists from the country *.”

* To this declaration of Mr. Heeren, as I cannot now bestow upon
it a separate inquiry, I must be allowed briefly to intimate that if such
be all that he “knows with certainty™ on the topic, he had better not
know it at all, for, with the exception of that part which avows the gene-
ral ignorance concerning its rise and progress, as well as its expulsion”by
the Brahmins from the East, all the rest is inaccurate. In the first place
it does not “ flourish " at present in Ceylon. It has sunk and degene-
rated there into an unmeaning tissue of hideous demonology, if we may
Jjudge by a reference to a large work published here some time ago, by
Mr. Upham, which is as opposite from real Budhism as truth is from
falsehood. In the second place its tenets were nof * in direct opposition
to those of the Brahmins,™ any more than those of the Catholics are from
the tenets of the Protestants ; yet have the latter contrived to oust the Ca-
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« The real time,” say the Asiat. Res., viii. p. 505,
«at which Buddha propagated the doctrines ascribed
to him, is a desideratum which the learned knowledge
and indefatigable research of Sir W. Jones have still
left to be satisfactorily ascertained.”

«“1If the Budhaic religion,” says the Westminster
Review of January, 1830, * really arrived at pre-
dominance in India, its 7ise in the first place, and more
especially its extirpation, are not merely events of stu-
pendous magnitude, but of impenetrable mystery.”

It will soon appear, that however impenetrable here-
tofore, it is so no longer. Indeed a great deal of the
principle of their faith has been at all times under-
stood, but under different associations. It was that
which Job alluded to when he said, “ If I gazed upon
Orus (the sun) when he was shining, or upon Jirécha
(the moon) when rising in her glory; and my heart
went secretly after them, and my hand kissed my
mouth (in worship), I should have denied the God
that is above.”

So far all have arrived at the discovery of this
creed ; and accordingly, if you look into any encyclo-
pedia or depository of science for a definition of the
word Budhism, you will be told that « it is the doc-
trine of solar worship as taught by Budha.” There
never was such a person as Budha—I mean at the
outset of the religion, when it first shot into life, and
that was almost as early as the creation of man. In
later times, however, several enthusiasts assumed the
name, and personified in themselves the faith they

tholics, their predecessors, as the Brahmins did the still more antecedent
Budhists. And this will be sufficient to neutralize that insinuation
which would imply that Budha was an innrovalor and a sectarian, until
I show by and by that the reverse was the fact.
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represented. But the origin of the religion was an
abstract thought, which while Creuzer allows, yet he
must acknowledge his ignorance of what that thought
was.

The sun and moon were the great objects of re-
ligious veneration to fallen man in the ancient world.
Each country assumed a suitable form to their pro-
pensities and peculiarities ; but all agreed in center-
ing the essence of their zeal upon those resplendent
orbs to whom they were indebted for so many com-
mon benefits. Those mysteries of faith to which the
¢ initiated” alone had access, and which were dis-
guised in the habiliments of symbols and of veils,
were neither more nor less than representative forms
of generation and production. These were the theme
which made the canopy of the firmament to ring with
their songs; and these the spring which gave vigour
and elasticity to those graceful displays which, under
the name of dances, typified the circular and semi-
circular rotations of those bright objects of their re-
gard *.

The Eleusinian } rites themselves were essentially
of this kind; for though the benefits of agriculture
were said to be chiefly there commemorated, this
after all resolves itself into the above: for, as the
process of the earth’s bearing is similar to that of our
own species, and indeed of all creatures that rest

* The Jews themselves, so early as the time of Moses, adopted the
practice as an act of thanksgiving.

« And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, tock a timbrel in
her hand ; and all the women went out after her, with timbrels, and with
dances.

“ And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lorp, for he hath tri-
umphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the
sea.”"—Exod. xv. 20, 21.

+ The origin of this word shall be explained hereafter.
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upon her—no seed bringing forth fruit wuntil, as the
Apostle has affirmed ¥, it first dies—the representa-
tion of this miracle of nature’s vicissitudes led the
mind to the contemplation of general fecundity. And
hence the culture of the ground, and the propagation
of human beings, being both viewed in the same
light, and sometimes even named by the same epithet,
viz., tillage, were inculcated no less as beneficial
exercises than as religious ordinances. Did a doubt
remain as to the accuracy of this connexion between
the worship of the ancients and their sexual cor-
respondence, it would be more than removed by
attending to the import of the terms by which they
mystified those celebrations, and which, with the
sanctity attached to the parts themselves, will come
consecutively under our review. One of them, how-
ever, is too apposite to be omitted here, and that is
the term by which they designated a certain cere-
mony still practised on the coast of Guinea, and which
neither the &landishments of artifice nor the ferrors of
menace could ever prevail upon them to divulge. This
ceremony they call Belli-Paaro. The meaning they
assign to it is regeneration, or the act of reviving from
death to a new state of existence ; and when we see
that the name itself is but an inflection of the Baal-
Peor of the Scriptures, the Baal-Phearagh of our
forefathers, and the Copulative deity of the amative
universe, it will not be hard to dive into its character,
though so shrouded in types.

But the Budhists, not content with this ordinary
veneration, or with paying homage in secret to that

* “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if lt die, it bringeth forth much
fruit."—John xii. 24.
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symbol of production which all other classes of idola-
tors equally, though privately, worshipped—I mean
the Lingam—thought they could never carry their
zeal sufficiently far, unless they erected it into an idol
of more than colossal magnitude—and those idols
were the Round Towers. Hence the name Budhism,
which I thus define, viz., that species of idolatry which
worshipped Budk (i. e., the Lingam) as the emblem
of Budh (i. e., the Sun)—Budh signifying, indiscrimi-
nately, Sun and Lingam.

Such was the whole substance of this philosophical
creed, which was not—as may have been imagined—
a ritual of sensuality, but a manual of devolion, as
simple in its exercise as it was pious in its intent—a
Sabian veneration and a symbolical gratitude. I shall
now give a summary of their moral code, couched in
the following Pentalogue, as presented by Zarado-
beira, chief Rahan at Ava, to a Catholic bishop, who
expressed a wish, some years ago, to be favoured with
a brief outline of their tenets ; it is this :—

1. Thou shalt not kill any animal—from the meanest
insect up to man himself.

2. Thou shalt not steal.

3. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

4. Thou shalt not tell any thing false.

5. Thou shalt not drink any intoxicating liquor.

The extension of this first commandment from the
crime of lLomicide to the deprivation of life of any
breathing existence, arose from their doctrine of the
transmigration of souls, which they believed should
continue ever in action, and, after release from one
tenement of earthly configuration, enter into some
other of a different species and order.

In this incessant alternation—which was to be one of
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ascent or of descent, according to the merits of the body,
which the spirit had last animated, and which was
all considered as a sort of lustral crucible, for the re-
fining of the vital spark against its reunion with the
Godhead, whence it had originally derived —it is
manifest that such tenderness for the entire animal
creation arose from the apprehension of slaying some
relation in that disguise.—Or, did we ascribe it to no
higher motive than a sympathy with fellow-creatures,
which, if not equally responsible, are at all events
susceptible of anguish and of pain, this in itself
should teach us to suppress all ebullitions of irre-
verent sarcasm, and, if we yield not our acquiescence,
to extend to it at least our commiseration.

“ Pain not the ant that drags the grain along the ground,
It has life,and life is sweet and delightful to all to whom it belongs.**

The good works which they were additionally en-
joined to perform were classified under the two héads
of Dana and Bavana. By ‘“Dana” was meant the
giving of alms, and hence the whole fraternity were
called Danaans or Almonerst. By  Bavana™ was

* We aretold,—says Sir John Maleolm—in a Persian work of celebrity,
the Attash Kuddah,—that a person dreamt he saw Ferdosi composing,
and an angel was guiding his pen: he looked near, and discovered
that he had just written the above couplet, in which he so emphatically
pleads for humanity to the smallest insect of the creation.

+ Another Almoner was an epithet they assigned to God, which even
the Brahmins retained after they had seceded from them, as may be
seen in Wilking' translation of a Sanscrit inscription on a pillar near
Buddal, published in the first volume of the * Asiatic Researches.”
This inscription, I must observe, as it escaped that learned orientalist
to pereeive it, as it equally did the acumen of the president, his anno-
tator, is, with the column on which it appears, nothing else than a record
of the triumphs obtained by a hero of the Braminical party in exter-
minating the Budhists, The frequent allusion to the “lustful ele-

I ¥
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understood the thoughtfully pronouncing those three
words, Anuzza, Docha, and Anatte’: of which the
first implies our liability to wvicissitude ; the second
to misfortune, and the third our inability to exempt
ourselves from either *.

The exposition of the terms Twath and de, as pre-
fixes to Danaans, forming with it the compound Tuath-
de-danaan, I shall reserve for a more befitting place.

phants,”—such as “ whose piles of rocks reek with the juice exuding
from the heads of intoxicated elephants,”—and “ Although the prospect
hidden by the dust arising from the multitude of marching force
was rendered clear from the earth being watered by constant and
abundant streams flowing from the heads of lustful elephants of various
breeds,”—and still more that beautiful and pathetic sentiment which
occurs in the original of the preceding paper, omitted by Mr. Wilkins,
but supplied by the president, viz., “ by whom having conquered the
earth as far as the ocean, it was left as being unprofitably seized—so
he declared ; and his elephants weeping saw again in the forests their
kindred whose eyes were full of tears,"—make this a demonstration:
yet would the beauty of the image be lost to some of my readers, were I
not to explain that the Budhists treated with a sort of deified reverence
the tribe of elephants, which now bewailed their extermination as above
described.

* From Bavana was named the village of Banaven, in Scotland,
whither some of the Tuath-de-danaans had repaired after their retreat
from Ireland—a very appropriate commemoration of their recent sub-
version ; and a particular locality within its district, where St. Patrick
was born, was called Nemph-Thur, that is, the holy tower, correspond-
ing to Budh-Nemph, i.e., the holy Lingam, from the circumstance of
there having been erected on it one of those temples which time has
since effaced. Tor-Boilek upon the Indus, which means the Tower of
Baal, is in exact consonance with Nemph-Thur and with Budh-Nemph ;
and there can be no question but that tkere also stood one of those edi-
fices, as the ruins even of a city are perceptible in the neighbourhood.
Mr. Wilford, however, would translate this last name, Tor Boileh, by
Black Beilam : and, to keep this colour in countenance, he invents a new
name for a place called Peleiam, “ which,” he says, “appears to have
been transposed from Ac Beilam, or the white Beilam, sands or shores,
‘and now called ¢ Hazren.'” T am not surprised at the discredit brought
upon etymology.
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Meantime I hasten to redeem my “ pledge” as to the
elucidation of the import of the name Hibernian.

In the wide range of literary disquisition there is no
one topic which has so engrossed the investigation of
studious individuals as the origin of the word Hiber-
nia. The great Bochart, the uncertain Vallancy, the
spiteful Macpherson, the pompous O’Flaherty, and the
“antiquary of antiquaries,” Camden himself,—with a
thousand others unworthy of recognition,—have been
all consecutively shipwrecked upon its unapproachable
sand-banks. But the most miserable failure of all is
that of a namesake of my own, the author of a Dic-
tionary upon the language of his country ; who, in his
mad zeal for an outlandish conceit, foists into his book
a term, with which our language owns no kindred, and
then builds upon that a superstructure which ¢ would
make even the angels weep.”

This gentleman would fain make out * that, because
those islands have been denominated the Cassiterides,
or Tin Reservoirs, therefore Eirin, our own one of them,
must have been so called as an Iron Store! forgetting
that the genius of our vocabulary has never had a term
whereby to express that metal at all—that by which
we now designate it,namely iarun, being only 2 modern
coinage from the English word,—as the general voice
of antiquity speaks trumpet-tongued on the point, and
the fragments of our Brehon laws give it insuperable
confirmation, that iron was the last metal which man-
kind has turned to profit, or even known to exist, while
with us it was an exotic until 2 very recent period.}

* And this, too, after he had admitted that & the name is certainly of
the pure Iberno-Celtic dialect, and must have had some meaning founded
in the nature of things in its original and radical formation.”

+ All our ancient swords were made of brass.

12
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But admitting that Eirin or Erin did signify the Land
of Iron, then its Greek formation Ierne must convey
the same idea, and so must Hibernia, their Latin inflec-
tion ; and it would afford me a considerable portion of
merriment to behold any champion for this iron-cased
knight buckle on his etymological armour, and analyze
these two last terms so as to make them indicate the
land of irom.

Yet pitiable as this appears, for the author of an
Irish Dictionary, its ingenuity, at all events, must
screen it from contempt. But how will the public
estimate the brightness of that man’s intellect, who
would state that Erin is but a metempsychosis of the
word Green? WIill it be believed that such is the
sober utterance of the author,of the “ Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire?” Butlest I should mis-
represent, I shall let him speak for himself: viz. ¢ Ire-
land, from its luxuriant vegetation, obtained the epi-
thet Grreen, and has preserved, with a slight alteration,
the name Erin.”*

So that a country which piques itself on its Irishry,
has remained ever without a cognomen, until the Eng-
lish language has been matured ; and then, in compli-
ment to her sister, Britain,—has borrowed an adjective
from her rainbow, which, however, she had not the
good manners to preserve pure, but allowed to dege-
nerate so far, that the sagacity of a conjurer could
not trace any resemblance between this wvitiation
and the original epithet which pourtrayed her verdure!

Have we not here the solution of that general disbe-
lief which attaches to proofs deduced from etymology ?
It is s0 in all professions, when quacks break into the
fold, and usurp the office of the legitimate practitioner.

* Gibbon, vol.ii. p. 527. 4to. 1781.
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Etymology, in itself, is an exalted science, and an
unerring standard ; but the mountebanks that have
intermeddled with her holy tools, and disjointed the
symmetry of her fair proportions, knowing ne more of
the foundation of languages than they do of the origin
of spirit, have sunk it into a pandemonium of kackling,
mangling and laceration, at which ¢ the satirist,” per-
haps, may laugh, but the philosopher,” who has any
regard for the right thinking of society, and the im-
planting in the tender mind a’'correct idea of words, at
a moment when impressions are so wrought as to be
ineffaceable, will feel differently on the subject ; and, if
he cannot reform, do all that he can to expose it!

How opposite has been the conduct of the learned
Abbé Mac Geoghegan as to the origin of this abstruse
word ! After reviewing, in his able work *, the opi-
nions offered by the several persons who wrote before
him upon the question, and none of them giving him
satisfaction, he freely acknowledges, when unable to
supply the deficiency, that ““the derivation of this
name is unknown.” He was right: but the spell is at
last broken.

As a sequel to this avowal, I must be allowed to
quote at full length the extract from Avienus, which
has been already referred to.

 Ast hine, duobus in Sacram—sic Insulam
Dixere prisci—solibus cursus rati est ;
Hzc inter undas multum cespitem jacit ;
Eamque laté gens Hibernorum colit,
Propinqua rursus insula Albionum patet,”—

that is, two days’ sail will take you thence (from the
Sorlings) to the Sacred Island ; as so denominated by

* Histoire d'Irelande, vol. i. cap. 7.
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the men of old. A rich gleby soil distinguishes this
favourite of the waters; and the race of the Hiber-
nians cultivate it in its wide extent. Close by, again,
is situated the isle of the Albiones.

Without dwelling upon the importance which he
attaches to this ¢ Sacred Island,” while he disposes of
England in one single line, I ask any person, atall con-
versant with letters, whether it was as a vernacular
epithet, or not rather in compliance with his hevame-
ters, and the rules of metrical versification, which
rendered inconvenient the exhibition of the name it-
self, that the poet paraphrased its meaning, and gave
tnsula sacra as its equivalent ?

Is not the country inhabited by the Gauls called
Gallia ; that occupied by the Britons, Britannia ; that
possessed by the Indians, India; that peopled by the
Germans, Germania ; and that tenanted by the Arca-
dians, Arcadia? Consequently, the land inhabited by
the people styled Hibernians must, by universal ana-
logy, be denominated Hibernia. And if this signifies
¢ Sacred Island,” of course ¢ Hibernian” must mean
“ an inhabitant of the Sacred Island.”

Avienus wrote about the three hundredth year of
the Christian era, and cites the authorities, whence he
derived his information, to the following purpose, viz.—

“ Himilco, the Phcenician, has recorded that he
has himself traversed the ocean, and with his own
eyes and senses verified those facts. From the
remote annals of the Pheenicians, I copy the same,
and present them to you as handed down from anti-
quity.”

Himilco, be it remarked, flourished six hundred
years before the name of Christianity was mentioned
in the world; and when his acquaintance with this
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isle, and that of his countrymen in general, is thus
irrefutably premised, we shall be the more ready to do
justice to that observation made by Tacitus, when, in
his * Life of Agricola,” talking of Ireland relatively
to England, he affirmed that ¢ her coasts and harbours
were better known, through commerce and mercantile
negotiation,” than those of the latter country®.

Why do I introduce this notice here? To show that
it was not to the Latins Avienus was indebted for his
insight into that term, which we thus pursue. The
Romans knew nothing even of the situation of the
place that bore it, until their avarice and their rapacity
brought their eagles to Britain ; and, after effecting the
subjugation of that heroic island, it is no small incen-
tive to our vanity, to see their historian constrained to
confess, that the exhibition of a similar project against
the liberties of Ireland was more with a view to over-
awe, than from any hopes of sueceeding *; while the
ignorance which he evinces in another clause of that
very sentence, whence the above extract has been
quoted,—placing Ireland midway between Spain and
England,—is proof incontrovertible of the position
which has been assumed.

But it is to me immaterial whether Avienus was
aware or otherwise that “ Hibernia” and ¢ Sacred
Island ” were convertible and synonimous. It is not
by his authority that I mean to establish the fact ; for
even admitting his cognizance of the identity of these
two terms, he must yet of necessity be unacquainted
with the root whence they both had sprung; and,
accordingly, I have only put him here in the fore-

* Melius (Hibernizo quam Britannim) aditus—portusque per commercia
et negociatores cogniti. Tacit., vit. Agricol. 499.
+ Plus in metum quan in spem.
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ground—as has been the plan all through—* to break
the ice,” as it were, for the exordium of the promised
denouement.

Iran, then, and Irin, or, as more correctly spelled,
Eirean and Eirin, with an e prefixed to each of the
other vowels, as well initial as intermediate, is the
characteristic denomination which all our ancient
manuscripts affix to this country. There is no excep-
tion to this admitted rule. From the romance to the
annal, the observation holds good ; it ‘is an ¢nalienable
landmark, and of inviolable unanimity.

Dionysius of Sicily, who wrote about fifty years
before the Advent, and who cannot be suspected of
much partiality towards our forefathers, calls the land
they inhabited by the name of Irin*. Nor will the cir-
cumstance of his applying to it, in another place, the
variation Iris, detract from this fact; as it is evi-
dent that he only manufactured this latter,} having
occasion to use a nominative case, which he thought
that Irin would not well represent, and so, with the
lubricity of a Greek, ever sacrificing sense to sound ,
he gave birth to a conception which strangled the
original. §

* “wowsg xas woy Bosrraswy sous oixeyras eny ovepadopryny lam.

Diod. Sic. lib. v,

+ In proof of this, I aver that I could go through the whole range of
their language, and prove that in its fabrication, so punctilious was their
regard to euphony, they scrupled not to cancel, or otherwise obnebulate
the essential and significant letters of the primitive words : so that, in a
few generations, their descendants were unable to trace the true roots of
their compounds. Hence that lamentable imperfection which pervades
all our Lexicons and Dictionaries, and which can never be rectified but
by the revisal of the whole system, and that by a thorough adept in the
language of the Irish.

1 1 say strangled, because frin is a compound word, embracing within
its compass two distinct parts, of which Iris could give but the spirit of
one.
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In the « Life of Gildas,” an early and eminent Eng- '
lish ecclesiastic, we find it called Iren, when the bio-
grapher, talking of the proficiency made by his subject
in literary pursuits, says that he betook himself to
Ireland, which he designates as above, in order to
ascertain, by communion with kindred teachers, the
very utmost recesses of theology and philosophy.*

Ordericus Vitalis, in his ¢ Ecclesiastical History f,”
having occasion to mention the Irish, calls them by the
name of Irenses, equivalent to Iranians, that is, inka-
bitants of Iran, Iren, or Irin, whichever of them you
happen to prefer. And as these are now established
as the dasis of our general search, I shall address my-
self, without further digression, to their syllabic ana-
lysis.

To do this the more effectually, and at the same time
to comprise within one dissertation what otherwise
might encroach upon two, it is to be noticed that the
country, known in the present day as Persia, and whi-
ther our labours will be directed at no distant hour,
was by its primitive inhabitants called Iran also, and
spelled as ours, with an initial E. The prefixing of
this letter, in both instances of its occurrence, whether
we regard the Eastern or the Western hemisphere, was
neither the result of chance, nor intended as an opera-
tive in the import of the term. It was a mere dialectal
distinction, appertaining to the court-language of the
dynasty of the times, and, what is astoundingly mira-
culous, retains the same appellation, with literal pre-
cision, unimpaired, unadulterated, in both countries, up
to the moment in which I write.

* Tren perrexit ut et aliorum Doctorum sententias in philosophicis at-
que divinis litteris investigator curiosus exquircret. Vita Gilda, cap. 6.
+ Lib, x, Anno 1098.
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Puolahvi* is the appellation of this courtly dialect in
Persia, and Palakver is the epithet assigned to it in
Ireland ; and such is the softness and mellifluence of
its enchanting tones, and its energy also, that to soothe
care, to excite sensibility, or to stimulate heroism, it
may properly be designated as  the language of the
gods.”

Thus we see that Ireland and Persia were both called
Iran ; that both equally admitted of the change of
this name to Eiran; and that the style of this variation
was similarly characterised in both. How, then, will
the empyrics of etymology recover their confusion :
they who would persuade us that Ireland was so de-
nominated from Iar, the West—unless, indeed, they
can substitute East for West, and show that Persia was
denominated from Iar also.f Entangled in this di-
lemma, the amiable old General Vallancy, without in-
timating, however, that ¢ was what extorted his
remark—after rigidly maintaining, through a series of
volumes, that the word had its origin in the above ex-
ploded Western Will o’ the Wisp—exclaims, in a sen-
timent of unconscious self-conviction, that ¢ nothing
more can be said of this derivation than that the name
was common to that part of the globe whence they
(who imported it) originally came.}”

Arrived, then, at length, at the fountain-kead of our
inquiry, how shall we account for it in * that part of
the globe whence we originally came?” I have seen
but two efforts to develop the word, as applied to that

* Modern writers upon Persia, who would refine upon the matter, have
perverted this word to Peklive; but look you into the early numbers of
the “ Asiatic Researches,” and there you will find it spelled as above.

+ Besides, to speak accurately, this is not a western country at all, or
only so relatively to Britain, Gaul, and that particular line.

3 Collect, de Reb, Hib, vol.iv, F
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quarter: one by Professor Heeren, of the Gottingen
University ; the other by “a learned priest of the
Parsees,” as recorded by Sir John Malcolm, the late
lamented author of a history of the place itself. And
as the former of these is rather Aumorous, and as the
latter contains in it a small ingredient of truth, it is
worth while to parade them in the fail of our in-
spection.

« Anciently,” says the professor, “they were called
by the Orientals themselves by the common term of
Iran, and the inhabitants, inasmuch as they possessed
fired habitations and laws, were styled Iranians, in
opposition to the Turanians, or wandering hordes of
central Asia*.”

I wonder did the German #historian take his cue
from the conjecture of the Irish lewicographer? It is
literally marvellous if he did not; for, by a most unac-
countable coincidence, while tracing the foundation of
2 name, descriptive of two localities at opposite points
of this mundane ball, one boldly asserts, and the other
more than insinuates, that its root is to be found in
one and the same English word!—and this, too, when
those countries were blazing in glory, before three
words of the English language were broken into train !

A difference, however, breaks out amongst those
partners, which seems to sever the prospects of their
metallic union. It is, that though each would make
iron to be the substratum of their respective hobbies,
yet would my namesake have his so called as abounding
therein ; whereas the professor, who betrays a re-
spectable insight into geology, and fearing that the
womb of Persia could not conceive so hard an ore,
wishes us, at once, to believe that it acquired its

* Antiq. Research. Pers. vol.i, p. 137.
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ancient epithet from the firedness of that metal; and
thus would one ex abundantid, and the other exr simi-
litudine, have the common name of Iran for Ireland
and for Persia be derived from an Englisk word, which
was not concocted for many centuries after the decay
of those two regions, when the very metal it repre-
sented first grew into use *!

« Moullah Feroze, an excellent Palahvi scholar, tells
me,” says Sir John Malcolm, ¢ that Iran is the plural of
Eir, and means the country of belicvers.” And again,
when he had occasion to consult his oracle, he states
the answer as follows :(—

“] gave this inscriptiont to Moullah Feroze, a
learned priest of the Parsees, at Bombay, and he
assured me that the translation of De Sacy was cor-
rect. Ferose explained the word An-Iran to mean
unbeltevers. Eer, he informed me was a Pehlivi
word, which signified believer ; Eeran was its plural :
in Pehlivi, the a or an prefixed, is a privative, as in
Greek or Sanscrit ; and consequently, An-Eeran meant
unbelievers. The king of Eeran and An-Eeran he in-

* If I have taken a wrong view of the Professor’s phraseology, I shall
feel most happy to be set right ; but I submit to the critic whether I am
not justified in understanding him as I do.

+ To be met with at a place called Tauk-e-Bostan. Silvestre de
Sacy, a member of the Institute at Paris, had made the following
translation of it, which is divided into two parts. g

The first :—< This figure is that of a worshipper of Hormuzd, or God ;
the excellent Shahpoor ; king of kings; of Iran and An-Iran ; a celestial
germ of a heavenly race; the son of the adorer of God; the excellent
Hormuzd ; a king of kings; of fran and dn-Iran; a celestial germ of
a heavenly race; grandson of the excellent Narses ; king of kings.”

The second :—* This figure is that of a worshipper of Hormuzd, or
God ; the excellent Varaham ; king of kings ; king of /ran and 4n-Iran ;
a celestial germ of a heavenly race ; son of the adorer of God ; the excel-
lent Shapoor ; king of kings; of frar and An-Iran; a celestial germ of
a heavenly race ; grandson of the excellent Hormuzd ; king of kings.”
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terpreted to mean king of believers and unbelievers ; of
Persia and other nations. It was, he said, a title
like king of the world. This, however,” adds Sir
John, of himself, «“ is like all conjectures founded on
etymology, very uncertain,” '

It was natural enough that Sir John should ex-
press himself slightingly as to a mode of proof, the
principle of which he must have seen violated in so
many instances ; and, independently of this, it is an
infirmity in human nature to affect disregard for any
knowledge which we do not ourselves understand. I
do not mean, however, to vindicate Feroze’s interpre-
tation; on the contrary, I purpose to show that it is
not only imperfect, but incorrect ; yet while doing so,
I am bound to acknowledge, that, if he has not hit
off the whole truth, he has a part of it; and even this
is such a treat, in the wilderness through which we
have been groping for some time back, that I welcome
it as an oasts, and offer him my thanks thus before-
hand.

To prove, however, that he is in error, I need but
confine myself to the unravelling of his own words.
At first he affirms that Eeran is the plural of Eer, and
means the couniry of believers ; if so, the singular
must mean the country of a believer ; but he tells us
afterwards, that Eer signifies a believer alone, conse-
quently Eeran must believers alone, without any con-
sideration of the word country. And the same in-
consistency, which manifests itself here, applies with
equal strictness to An-Eiran also.

Should these papers ever reach the observance of
this distinguished foreigner, whom I appreciate even
for his approxzimation to the precincts of the thought,
they will, I doubt not, readily disabuse him of a radical
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misconception.  Eeran is not a plural at all, but a
compound word : its constituents being Eer and An*,
of which the former signifies Sacred and the latter a
Territory. So that the united import will be the
Sacred Territory ; and An-Eeran, of course, is but its
negative.

This exposition I gain from the Irish language,
which I take to be the primitive Iranian or Persic
language. By it I am furthermore enabled to inform
the German * professor” that Twran, though now in-
habited by “Nomad tribes,” obtained not its name from
that circumstance, but from a widely different one.
Tur t means prolific, whether as regards population or
rural produce ; and An, as before, a territory—the
whole betokening a prolific territory f. And he should
remember, what he is not at all unconscious of, that
eastern denominations are not varied by recent occu-
pants, but continue in uninterrupted succession, from
age to age, as imposed at the outset.

* This 4n, the original name for country, was modified afterwards,
according to clime and dialect, into fam, as in Aqui-Zan-ia, Brit-fan-ia,
Mauri-fan-ia, &e.; and into sfan, as in Curdi-stan, Fardi-star, Hindu-
stan, &e.

t From this was formed the English word fower, the very idea re-
maining unchanged.—As was also the English word bud, meaning the
Sirst shoot of a plant, a germ, from the Irish budh, i. e., the organr of
male energy.

1 The present bleak and sterile aspect of this region militates nothing
against this view, when we consider the thousand alterations which it
has undergone, under the thousand different tribes that have consecu-
tively possessed it.



CHAPTER X.

Tuus far have Ireland and Persia kept company
together, both equally rejoicing in the common name
of Iran. But now, when we descend to particulars,
this harmony separates. Ireland being an island, sur-
rounded on all sides by water—which Persia is not—
it was necessary it should obtain a denomination
expressive of this accident: or, at all events, when
the alteration was so easily formed as by the change
of the final an into in—an meaning land, and n
island—the transition was so natural as at once to
recommend its propriety.

Hence it is that though we occasionally meet witlr
Iran, as applied to this country, yet do we more fre-
quently find Irin as its distinctive term; whereas the
latter is never, by any chance, assigned to Persia, the
former alone being its universal name. And this is
all conformable to the closest logical argumentation,
which teaches that every species is contained in its
genus, but that no genus is contained in its species;
Irin, therefore, which is the specific term, may also
be called Iran the generic, while Iran—except as in
our instance, where the extension of both is identical,
could never be called Irin: and so it happens that
Ireland is indifferently called by the names of Iran
or Irin, the latter alone marking its ¢nsular character-
istic; whereas Persia, not being so circumstanced, is
mentioned only by the general form of Iran.
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To simplify this reasoning I must repeat that Iran *
signifies the Sacred Land, and Irint, the SacredIsland ;
now every island is a land, but every land is not an
island : Persia, therefore, which is not an island, could
not be called Irin, whereas Ireland, whick ¢s, may as
well be called one as the other . “

Irin, then, is the true, appropriate, characteristic and
specific denomination belonging to this island :—and
the words Ire, Eri, Ere], and Erin, applied also
thereto, are but vicious or dialectal modifications of
this grand, original, and ramifying root.

The import of this appellative having spread itself
over the globe before Rome was ever known, under
that name, as a city, and when Greece was but just
beginning to peep into the light, the Pelasgi—who
were partly Budhists, allied somewhat to them in
religion, and still more akin in birth and endowments
—conveyed, in conjunction with the Pheenician mer-
chants, to the early Greek inhabitants§; and they,
by a very easy process, commuted Irin to Iérne, which
is but a translation of the word—iegss, signifying
sacred, and vyog an island.

Of this Greek form, Ierne, there were again various
inflections and depraved assimilations, such as Iernis,
Tuernia, Quvernia, Vernia, &c. And from one| of
those, the Latins, without, perhaps, exactly knowing

* From Ir or Eer, sacred, and an a land.

+ From Ir or Eer, sacred, and % an island,

1 Iran or Irin, i. e., Eeran or Eerin.

1 Each of these three preceding words means religion or revelation.
And from them Era,denoting a period of time—which with the ancients
was a sacred reckoning—has been so denominated ; as well as Erve, which,
in law phraseology, indicates a certain penalty attachable to certain
crimes, and equivalent to Deodand, or a religious restitution—all Irish.

§ T mean the “ Greci vetustissime,” not the “ Greeculi esurientes.”

i Namely, Ivernia :—u, v, and b are commutable,



THE ROUND TOWERS. 129

what it meant, conjured up Hibernia, but which, how-
ever, with soul-stirring triumph, retains uninjured our
original root—the initial H being nothing more than
the aspirate of the Greek ispog, sacred ; vyog, island,
remaining unaltered ; and the letter & only interposed
for sound-sake *

So that, whether we ‘consider it as Irin, Ierne, or
Hibernia, or under the multiplied variations which di-
verge, almost interminably, from those three originals,
in the several languages which they respectively re-
present, they will be found, each and all, to resolve
themselves into this one, great, incontrovertible position
of the  Sacred Island.”

Thus, under heaven, have I been made the humble
instrument of redeeming my country from the asper-
sions of calumniators. I have shown to demonstration
the real origin of its sanclified renown. I have traced
from the Irish, through all the variations of Greek
and Latin capricios, its delineatory name; and have
proved, beyond the possibility of rational contradic-
tion, that in all those different changes regard was
still held to the original epithet.

Where, then, are the sneers—of ¢ hallucination,”
—of ¢ lunacy,”—and of ‘ etymological moonshine?”
These are very cheap and convenient terms for gen-
tlemen to adopt, as cloaks to their ignorance of the
purport of denominations imposed at a time when
every word was a history. In the early ages of
the world whimsicality never mingled with the cir-

* Should you hesitate as to this mode of accounting for the letter 5,
I can show you that the Greeks spelled Albion indifferently with or with-
outa b; asthey indifferently used & or v in one of the above names for
Ireland ; for instance—
'A: Bosrandss sios dvo vnoos Ovsgm: xeei Adovioy, nros Begvie x 24 AXPiay.
Eustath. ad Dion. Perieg.

K
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cumstantial designation of either person or locality.
Every name was the sober consequence of deliberate
circumspection; and was intended to transmit the
memory of events, in the truest colours, as well as in
the most comprehensive form, to the latest generation.
Will this be considered the vapouring of conceit?
Is it the spouting of self-sufficient inanity? Let
the heartless wtilitarian, unable to appreciate the
motives which first enlisted me in this inquiry, and
which still fascinate my zeal, at an age when,—did not
my love for truth and the rectification of my country’s
history rise superior to the mortification of alienated
honour,—I should have flung from me letters and lite-
rature in disgust, and betaken myself, an adventurer
for distinction as a soldier—let such, I say conceal
within himself his despicable worldly-mindedness, and
leave me unmolested, if unrewarded, to posterity.

¢ Come, thou, my friend, my genius, come along,
Thou master of the poet and the song,
And while the muse now stoops, or now ascends,
To man’s low passions, or his glorious ends,
Teach me, like thee, in various nature wise,
To fall with dignity—with temper rise;
Formed by thy converse happily to steer
From grave to gay, from lively to severe;
Correct with spirit, eloquent with ease;
Intent to reason, or polite to please.”

The origin of the term ““ Sacred Island,” being now
for ever adjudicated, the reader will at once see that
it belonged to an era long anterior to Christianity. In
assigning to it this date *, I pretend not to be unique ;
and, as I should not wish to deprive any brow of the

* Tt is only the date, however, that I will share with any one. The
derivation of the word, and its Zrue exposition, are exclusively my own.
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laurels which it has earned—more especially, where
an undisputed enjoyment has amounted to prescrip-
tion,—I shall register, in express words, my prede-
cessor’'s own exposé, which is, that ¢ the isle must
have been so named decause of ils nurturing no ve-
nomous reptile* >’ 11! Who will not smile?

No, sir, the imposers of this name were too sensible
of its value, and too jealous of its use, to expose it to
ambiguity. It pourtrayed the sanctity of the occu-
pying proprietors; and lest there should be any mis-
conception as to the species of worship whence that
¢ sanctity ” had emanated, they gave this scene of its
exercise three other names, viz. Fuodhla, Fudh Inis,
and Inis-na-Bhfiodhbhadh t—which at once associate
the ““ worship” with the profession of the worshippers :
for f, or ph, being only the aspirate of 4, and com-
mutable with it, Fuodhla—which is compounded of
Fuodh and ila, this latter signifying land—becomes
Buodhla—that is, Budhland . Fudh Inis, by the
same rule, is reducible to Budh Inis, of which the
latter means ¢sland, that is, Budh-island §; while Inis-
na- Bhfiodhbhadh requires no transposition, being clear
and obvious in itself, as the Island of Budhism.

Now, “to make assurance doubly sure,” go to
“ Keating’s History of Ireland,” p. 49, and you will
there find ¢ the female deities,”—an incorrect expres-
sion for the deities worshipped by the females—of

* « Quod nomen ob beati solum ingenium, in quo nullum animul ve-
nenosum vitale, facile assentior attributum.” Ogyg. parti. c. 21. So
gratifying, however, has this been to the obsequious wisdom of subse-
quent kistorians (%), as to be echoed from one to the other with the most
commendable fidelity. “ O imitatores, seroum pecus!”

+ Pronounced Fiodhvadh—copied /terally from the old manuscripts.

% This corresponds to /r-an, the Sacred Land.

§ This answers to Jr-in, the Sacred Island.

X 2
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the Tuath-de-danaans, to have been Badhha, Macha,
and Moriagan.* Of these the first needs no exposition ;
the second I shall reserve for another place, but the
third I will here develope. He was the military deity
of this “sacred” colony, and a personification of
Budh, under the designation of Farraght, i. e. Copu-
lation ; and, accordingly, the Scythians, who incor-
porated with them, after first dethroning them, adopted
this term as their exhilarating war-shout, while under
the veil of the epithet was really meant the sun,
whose aid they invoked to give strength to their loins
and vigour to their arms §.

And yet this is the name which Spenser would
derive from that of Fergus king of Scotland ! Fifteen
hundred years and more before Fergus was born,
which, by the way, was not until the sixth century
of the Christian era, the Irish basked in the sun-
shine of their resplendent war-god, who, under an-
other and equivalent denomination—namely Buodh,
abbreviated into Boo§, and thus with the prefix
a, implying to, or under the auspices of — assumed
by the different septs as their distinctive watch-
words, branched out into the national and spirit-

[ * The reader will see that, in quoting Dr. Keating, I do so from no
respect for his discrimination or sagacity. Whenever he has attempted
to exert either, in the way of comment or deduction, he has invariably
erred : fortunately he has offered none in this instance. Yet is his book
a most valuable compilation; and 7 now cull out of it those three names,
as one would a casket of jewels from a lumber-room.

+ This Farragh, otherwise Phearragh, is the Peor of the Scriptures,
and the Priapus of the Greeks.

1 Priapus, si physice consideretur idem est ac so/; ejusque lux primo-
- genia unde vis omnis seminatriz.” Diod. Sic. lib.i. Seealso Numb. xxv.
ver. 4., where you will see that “ Peor™ remotely meant the sun.

§ ¥ shall not trouble myself in reciting the absurd atfempts that have
been heretofore made to expound this word: it is enough to say that
they were all wrong.
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stirring  acclamations of O'Brien a-Boo*! O’Neil
a-Boo ! &e. &c.; which the early English settlers, who
would fain become Hibernis ipsis Hiberniores, after-
wards imitated: such as Butler a-Boo; Shanet-a-
Boo; Grasagh a-Boo; Crom a-Boo, &c.; the last
having been that adopted by Fitzgerald, duke of Lein-
ster, and still retained as the motto of his armorial
escutcheon.

It is worth while to listen to Spenser’s gratulation,
while chackling himself with the idea of his fancied
discovery: “ This observation of yours,” he says to
himself, ¢ is very good and delighiful, far beyond the
blind conceits of some, who upon the same word Far-
ragh have made a very blunt conjecture.” Ok patria!
Ok mores ! how little is known of Ireland! But Iam
not surprised at foreigners, when the very natives, the
descendants of the actors in those glorious scenes, are
ignorant of its history !

Take up any document, purporting to give an
account of this country, and you will find it to be com-
posed, either of absurd and nauseous exaggerations on
the one hand, or of gross and calumnious detractions on
the other. But though the wildness of the former
cannot fail to generate, in the intellectual amongst all
readers, an unfavourable tmpression ; and in those of a
different nation, already prejudiced, or mayhap inca-
pable of separating the gold from the baser metal, in-
credulity and contempt ; yet the true Irish searcher,
versed in the antiquities, not only of his own dear
« father-land,” but of the kindred East, which main-
tained in the old world a religious and incessant com-

* The motio, also, of this family, viz. Lamh laider a-Boo; i.e.“ The
strong arm from Boo,” now changed to Vigueur du dessus, is in keeping
with the same idea.
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munication with this ¢ Sacred Isle,” will gleaa in the
distortion of those maniac effusions, the glimmerings
of that truth whence they originally emanated—wwhile
the injustice of the calumniators must, of itself, bring
dismay, with the whole train of confusion and dis-
honour, upon the mercenary instruments of those foul
abuses, as well as upon the heartless abettors who
could have enlisted their vassalage!

Truth, notwithstanding, obliges me to say that the
blame should not altogether be laid upon the his-
torians. They did as much as, under the circum-
stances, could be expected at their hands. Two suc-
cessive invasions having passed over, and swept away,
in the whirlwind of their desolating fury, all those
monuments of learning to which the world had bowed
just before—one from innate antipathy to the thing
itself; the other from apprehension that the contents
of those memorials, acting upon the sensibilities of a
high-hearted and proud race, should stimulate their
ardour to the recovery of their lost rights, and the
consequent ejectment of the party who had usurped
them*—the patriot had little more to guide him in
supplying the deficiencies thus created, than the rude
imaginings of his own brain, or the oral traditions of
the village schoolmaster and genealogist.

The rigour, however, of penal observances began, in
time, gradually to relax ; and the people ventured to
confess that they had still in their possession such
things as manuscripts, illustrative of their lineage and
ancestral elevation. This was the signal to some liberal

* This is the mere utterance of an historical transaction, without refer-
ence to sect, creed, party, or politics. No feelings of bitterness mingle
therein. The author disclaims all such, as much as he would deprecate
them in others.
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individuals to prosecute an inquiry for additional me-
morials; and the result was, that they rose from the
pursuit, if not with a connected aggregate of demonstra-
tional evidence, at least with a conviction on their minds,
that those treasured visions of primeval lustre, here-
ditary and inborn within the breast of every Irishman,
and impossible to be eradicated, were not yet, late as
was the hour, without something like a basis to rest
upon.

I would be unjust did I not furthermore avow, that
it was not their enemies alone that waged this unge-
nerous warfare with the literature of the Irish. St.
Patrick himself was the individual who, in pursuance,
as he conceived, of his apostolic charge, may be said
to have perpetrated the greatest outrage upon our an-
tiquities ; having set fire, in a paroxysm of pious zeal,
to no less than one hundred and eighty volumes, which
he selected from the great mass of the records of the
nation, as embodying the tenets of Budhism and As-
trology. The rest, relating to the notification of
national or personal achievements, he left untouched
and secure.

Yet, will it be believed that this was the severest
infliction, so far as letters are concerned, which we
have sustained, after all? For as the religion of the
ancient Irish was intermingled with their Aistory, and
as the wide diffusion of their celebrity arose from the
eminence of their religious creed, the flames of that
conflagration have inflicted a loss upon the antiquarian
which fiffeen centuries of study have not been able to
repair !

Despite, however, the united inroads of suspicion
and mistaken piety, the Irish have still materials,
ample and authentic, for the completion of a history,
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not only of ¢nsular, but, if properly handled, of almeost
umiversal elucidation *: and of this Toland himself
was, in some measure, aware, when he said that * not-
withstanding the long state of barbarity in which that
nation hath lain, and after all the rebellions and wars
with which the kingdom has been harassed, they (the
Irish) have imcomparably more ancient materials of
that kind for their history, to which even their mytho-
logy is not unserviceable, than either the English, or
the French, or any other European nation with whose
ancient manuscripts I have any acquaintance.”

But though resources most unquestionable thus
notoriously still abounded, yet has it not been the for-
tune of Ireland, hitherto, to meet with any historian
gifted with the widely comprehensive, philosophical

* In the Library of Trinity College, Dublin are several such, collected
in the beginning of last century, by Lhuyd, author of the ‘ Archz-
ologia,” and restored by Sir John Seabright, at the instigation of
Edmund Burke. I am credibly informed also, that there have been
lately discovered in the Library at Copenhagen certain documents re-
lating to our antiquities, taken away by the Danes, after their memor-
able defeat at Clontarf, by King Brian, A.D. 1014. Lombard has
already asserted the same; and that the King of Denmark entreated
Queen Elizabeth tosend him some Irishman, who could transeribe them ;
that Donatus O'Daly, a learncd antiquarian, was selected for the pur-
pose, but that his appointment was afterwards countermanded, for poli-
tical reasons.

There are, besides, in mostly all the public libraries of Europe—with-
out adverting to those which are detained in the Tower of London—
divers Irish manuscripts, presented by the various emigrants, who from
time to time have been obliged to fly their country, to seek among
strangers that shelter which they were denied at home ; taking with them,
as religious heirlooms, those hereditary relics of their pedigree and race.

One of the most beautiful and pathetic pieces of Irish poetry remaining,
written by Macleog, private secretary to Brian, after the demise of that
monarch, and beginning with this expression of his sorrow: “ Oh! Cen-
coradh (the name of his patron's favourite palace), where is Brian ?” was
picked up in the Netherlands, in 1650, by Fergar O'Gara, an Augustinian
friar, who fled from Ireland in the iron days of Cromwell.
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views and suitable education calculated to do her jus-
tice: so that, by the untoward hand of fate, and the
iniquitous operation of the old political stroke, the
knowledge of the character in which those papers are
couched has become already so almost extinct, that
they lie on the shelves, to all intents and purposes a
dead letter*.

I now beg leave to introduce this identical war-god,
in his military costume and hyperborean philebeg,
in which, as before observed, the Scythians never in-
vested themselves; and hope the reader will enjoy a
hearty laugh at the expense of those blunderers, who,
in their preposterous, 1 had almost said repentant, de-
votion to monastic refinements, would rob the Pagans
of this long-cherished idol, and convert his godship
into a Christian nonentity !

You will find him—name and all corresponding—
described fully in the « Rites and Ceremonies of all
Nations,” as similarly officiating and worshipped in the
East. ¢ There is,” says the author, “ in the province
of Matambo, an ¢dol whose priests are sorcerers or ma-
gicians ; and this image stands upright, directly over
against the temple dedicated to his peculiar service, in
a basket made in the form of a bee-hivet.”

* T rejoice to state, that the present Administration, under the benign
direction of our patriot King, have resolved, so far as in them lies, to
atone for former depredators. There is now a vigorous revisal of those
documents going on, with a view, as I understand, to their immediate
publication.

+ The antiquarian luminaries of the Royal Irish Academy would fain
make out that this was a Christian warrior. Their high priest has
lately proclaimed the fact, in their “ collective wisdom.” It is astonishing
how fond they have suddenly become for the memory of the monks; they
would now father every thing like culture in the country upon them. It
used not to have beenso!
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“To this deity in particular they apply themselves
for success when they go out a Aunting or fishing, and
for the relief of all such as are indisposed* ! Miraméba

* This image was found under the root of a tree dug up in Roscom-
mon. It is about the size of the drawing; is made of brass, once gilt,

the gilding, however, now almost worn off ; and may be seen in the Museumn
of Trinity College, Dublin.
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always marches at the head of their armies ; and he is
presented with the first delicious morsel, and the first
glass of wine that is served up at the governor’s or
king of Matambo’s table.”

But a living traveller, in a very interesting work just
launched from the press, and without expecting therein
to become my auxiliary, decides this ascription without
further pains. ¢ This village,” says our author (near
Rampore, on the Himalaya range), “ instanced the care
which the sacerdotal orders in the East take for their
comfort and good. It was a neat, clean, and substan-
tial place, in all acceptations of the word. These
Brahmin villagers pay no rent of any kind to the state :
they live on the granted lands, but are obliged to keep
the temples in repair, to furnish all the implements,
and to take care of the godships within it—these are
small brass images, with nether garments in the shape
of petticoats. They are carried in procession, on cer-
tain occasions, and the ceremonies "belonging to them
are performed twice a-day. Mahadeo is the great god
of the mountains *.”

But if the advocates of modernism have cause to be
annoyed at my depriving them of this specimen of
<« the Fine Arts in Ireland,” which they thought they
had appropriated to the prejudice of truth, how much
greater must not be their chagrin at my wrenching
from their grasp another ¢ exceedingly curious” and
“ richly-ornamented” “ ecclesiastic 1?7 Ecclesiastic,
indeed! Yes; but reverenced and revered, by many a
beating heart, as the head of all ecclesiastics, for cen-
turies upon centuries, before the name of monachism,
as connected with Christianity, was ever articulated !

* Major Archer’s Travels in Upper India, vol. i. pp. 383, 384. Lond. 1833.
F So the « collective wisdom,” in the true spirit of Christian resti-
tution and penitential contrition, have lately pronounced him! It is
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delightful to see this solicitous zeal with which, when it suits a private
purpose, they cherish the memory of the monks, being 7o longer in the
way of their secular perquisites: but if the poor monks could speak,
or send a voice from the tomb, it would be to say that they did not
choose to be encumbered with such meretricious flattery; and that,
having laid no claim to those relics, or to the fowers which they decorated,
during their lifetime, they now in death must repudiate the ascription.
** Timeo Danaas et dona ferentes,”” would be their answer.
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This, Sir, is no less a personage than Mr. Budha him-
self, or rather the personified abstract, in the possession
of one of the last queens of the Tuath-de-danaans, at
the moment of the inundation of the Scythian dynasty.
I hope that, after so long an obscuration, and the un-
courtly treatment he has received during the humi-
liating interval of revolving centuries, you will—now
that he chooses to reveal his proper character, avow
his delegation, and acknowledge the supremacy of
that power by which his empire had been overthrown,
—treat him as an Irishman, with generous cordiality,
and impute not to him a crime which belonged only
to his followers.

But his dress is like a Christian. So much the
better, man : we ought to like him the more for that.
But to be serious,—although, as my friend Horace for-
merly told me, “what hinders one laughing from
speaking truth 7”—all our ecclesiastical ritual, as well
of ceremony as of costume, has been borrowed from the
Jewish, and that again from the Pagans, with such
alterations only as the allwise Jehovah thought neces-
sary to recommend. DBesides, we have the authority
of Dr. Buchanan for stating that ¢ Samona is a title
bestowed on the priests of Godama (Budha), and is
likewise applied to the émages of the divinity, when re-
presented, as he commonly s, in the priestly habit*.”,

* Asiatic Researches, vol. vi.; where it will be observed that the

Doctor was not writing for me. He did not "even suspect the existence
of this figure. It is, like the preceding one, of bronze.
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CHAPTER XI.

PraRr40H*, the titular appellation of the monarchs of
Egypt, being but the local modification of this our
Irish Phearagh, the mind is instinctively directed to-
wards that great storehouse of bygone consequence.
And as the best authority that we can command in
gaining any insight into its reverses is through the
medium of its own historians, let us hear what Ma-
netho, a priest of the country, thus transmits :—

¢« We had formerly,” says he, ““a king named Ti-
meus, in whose reign, I know not why, but it pleased
God to visit us with a blast of his displeasure; when,
on a sudden, there came upon this country a large
body of obscure people from the East, and with great
boldness invaded the land, and took it without oppo-
sition. Their behaviour to the natives was very bar-
barous ; for they slaughtered the men, and made slaves
of their wives and children. The whole body of
this pcople were called Huksos, or Uksos ; that is,
Royal Shepherds: for the first syllable, in the sacred

* The Egyptian sovereign assumed this #itle, as the highest that lan-
guage and imagination could bestow. It signifies literally the act of
copulation, of which it would represent him as presiding genius—the
source whence all pleasure and happiness can flow—and is but faintly re-
echoed in the Macedo-Syriac regal epithet of Evipysrns,  Benefactor,”
or even that by which we designate our king as the fountain of goodness.
There being no such letter as pk in the ancientalphabets, all those words
—viz. Pheor, Pharaok, and Pharagh—should properly be spelled Feor,
Faraoh, and Faragh.
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dialect, signifies a ¢ king,’ as the latter, in the popular
language, signifies ‘ a shepherd.” These two com-
pounded together constitute the word Huksos. These
people are said to have been Arabians.”

The Vedas, or Sanscrit records of Hindustan, fur-
thermore state that these invaders were the < Pali,”
or shepherds, a powerful, warlike, and enterprising
Indian tribe.  While the deadly aversion which
existed in the minds of the Egyptians against the
name and office of a shepherd in Joseph’s day, is a
lasting memorial of their visit and their severity *.

They did not go, however, without leaving behind
them other signs. The pages of Herodotus afford
ample evidence of the resemblance between the Egyp-
tian customs and those of the more remote East. By
his description of the rites and ceremonies, the mode
of life, &c., of the priests of Egypt, they are at once
identified with the Brahmins of India. China still
celebrates that festival of lamps which was formerly
universal throughout the extent of Egypt t; and ¢ we
have the most indubitable authority for stating that
the sepoys in the British overland army from India,
when they beheld in Egypt the ruins of Dendera, pro-
strated themselves before the remains of the ancient
temples, and offered up adoration to them; declaring,
upon being asked the reason of this strange conduct,

* Gen. xlvi. 34.

+ * On the fifteenth day of the first month every year. Every person
is obliged, on the evening of that day, to set out a lantern before his
door, and these are of various sizes and prices, according to the different
circumstances of those to whom they belong. During this festival, they
have all sorts of entertainments, such as plays, balls, assemblies, music,
dancing, and the lanferns are filled with a vast number of wax candles,
and surrounded with bonfires.”
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that they saw sculptured before them the Gods of their
country *.”

But the most stupendous and appalling memento of
their dominion and science was the three great pyra-
mids of Geeza, the erection of which, Herodotus
assures us, (B. ii. § 128), though the priests would
attribute to Cheops, Cephrenes, and Mycerinus, three
Egyptian kings, ¢ yet the people ascribed them to a
shepherd named Philitis, who at that time fed his cattle
in those places;” so consonant with the invasion above
authenticated. This is additionally confirmed by the
Sanscrit records already referred to, informing us of
three mountains, Rucm-adri, ¢ the Mount of Gold,”
Rajat-adri, « the Mount of Silver,” and Retu-adri,
« the Mount of Gems;” having been raised by that
Indian colony who had conquered Egypt; which is
only a figurative denotation of those fuctitious heights,
those astounding monuments of religion and ostenta-
tion, which were originally cased with yellow, white,
and spotted marbles, brought from the quarries of
Arabia, until stripped by the rapacity of succeeding
colonies.

Belzoni’s testimony is decisive on this point, as his
drawing of the second pyramid represents the upper
part of its casing remaining still entire, about a third
of the distance from the summit to the base down-
wards. We meet with other pyramids, it is true,
chiefly dispersed about the Libyan deserts, but they
are much inferior to the fore-mentioned three, except
one near the mummies, whose dimensions and struc-
ture are very nearly the same with the largest Gezite

* Barker.—The same is mentioned by Captain Burr, in reference to
the Indian followers who had attended him to the temple of Isis.
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one. This latter, according to Greaves, is 693 feet
square at the base ; its perpendicular height 499 feet ;
that is, 62 feet higher than St. Peter’s at Rome, and
155 feet higher than St. Paul’s in London ; while the
inclining height is 693 feet, exactly equal to the
breadth of the base; so that the angles and base make
an equilateral triangle *, Belzoni measures them all
differently, and gives to the second even greater
dimensions than are wsually assigned to the first or
largest ; viz., base, 684 ; perpendicular height, 456 ;
central line down front, from apex to base, 568 ; coat-
ing, from top to where it ends, 140.

The variation arises from the circumstance of the
latter gentleman’s measurement having been taken
after the base had been cleared away of all sand and
rubbish ; while those of his predecessors applied only
as taken from the level of the surrounding heap. The
small ones above noticed are some quadrilateral, some
round, terminating like a sugar-loaf, some rising with
a greater and some with a lesser inclination. All
commence immediately south of Cairo, but on the
opposite side of the Nile, and extend, in an unin-
terrupted range, for many miles in a southerly direc-
tion, parallel with the banks of the river.

After what has been said above, I need scarcely
allude to the ridiculous supposition of those having
been built by Joseph as granaries for his corn! Their
form and construction, ill adapted to such an occasion,
refutes that absurdity, as it does the derivation upon
which it has been founded ; viz., the Greek words

* Mr. Greaves's diagonal, in proportion to his base of 694 feet, is 991
feet nearly ; the half of which is 495} feet, for the height of the Pyramid ;
for as the radius is to the tangent of 45 so is half the diameter to half
the diagonal, or as 7 to 10,0r 706 to 1000. Say, 7 : 10 :: 694 : 221 =495},

—Dissertation upon the Pyramids.
L
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wupog, wheat, and apaw, I gather; as if, forsooth, an
Egyptian structure, erected before the Greek language
was ever known to exist, should wait for a designation
until Greece should be pleased to christen it. Still
more disposed must one be to discard with contempt
the usual derivation given them, of wug, fire; as this
not only labours under the weakness of the former,
but betrays an ignorance of the correct idea of the
Greek word zugyos, of which =zup, fire, is the true
derivation, “ quia flamme instar in acutum tendit * ;”
intimating its continually tapering until it ends in a
point; whereas the top of the Egyptian pyramids
never does so end ; that of the largest above described
ending in a flat of nine stones, besides two wanting at
the angles, each side of this platform being about
sixteen feet; so that a considerable number of people
may stand on it, and have, as from most of ours, one
of the most beautiful prospects imaginable.

Wilkins’s derivation from pouro, a king, and misi,
a race, would seem plausible enough, being a purely
Coptic or Egyptian analysis; but when we consider
the general ascription of them by the people to the
shepherd Philitis, whether as one of the Pali,—that is,
shepherds—or Uksi, which meant the same,—king-
shepherds above adduced; or as emphatically the
shepherd, the son of Israel f, it argues a disposition
on the part of the people to assign the honour—if
taken in the latter light—to the workmen employed ;
if in the former, to a prince of a different dynasty from
those whom the Egyptian priests would fain associate
with them. This derivation, therefore, will not stand ;
and we have only to betake ourselves to the ingenious

* Schindl. 4 Gen. xlvii.
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conjecture of Lacroze ¥, which, perhaps, may give
more satisfaction respecting the etymology of the word
pyramid. Lacroze derives it from the Sanscrit term
Biroumas, and traces an analogy between Brahma,
Birma, (which the Indians of Malabar pronounce
Biroumas,) and the word Piromis, which means the
same thing, namely, a virtuous and upright character
—Piromia meaning, according to him, in the language
of Ceylon, man in general.

Herodotus states 1, that the priests of Egypt kept
in a spacious building large images of wood, repre-
senting all their preceding high priests, arranged in
genealogical order, every high priest placing his image
there during his life. They mentioned to Hecateus,
the historian, when they were showing this edifice to
him, that each of the images he saw represented a
Piromis, begotten by another Piromis, which word,
says Herodotus, signifies, in their language, a virtuous
and konest man. A passage from Synesius, the cele-
brated bishop of Cyrene, in his treatise ¢ on Provi-
dence,” at once coincides with, and is illustrative of,
this anecdote. * The father of Osiris and Typhon,”
says he, ““ was at the same time a king, a priest, and
a philosopher. The Egyptian histories also rank him
among the gods; for the Egyptians are disposed to
believe that many divinities reigned in their country
in succession before it was governed by men, and be-
fore their kings were reckoned in a genealogical order
by Peirom after Peirom.”

The Japanese celebrate an annual festival in honour
of one Peirun, who, they say, was many ages ago
king of Formosa, and who, being disgusted with the

* Hist. Christ. des Indes, p. 429.
4 Lib. ii. p. 4.
ok 2
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abandoned morals of his subjects—wealthy traders
—consigned himself solely to the worship of the
gods. Forewarned in a dream, he took flight from
the impending visitation, and had scarcely sailed ere
the island, with its inhabitants, sunk to the bottom of
the sea. As for the good king, he arrived safe in
China, whence he went over to Japan, where he has
been ever since honoured by the above commemora-
tion.

The true Coptic name for those edifices, is Pire
monc—which signifies a sunbeam *—not so much in
allusion to their form, as to their appropriation, which
we shall make the subject of a separate inquiry.

It has, I trust, satisfactorily been proved that the
erection and nomination of those wondrous edifices
were not of native growth. It has, I trust, additionally
appeared that both were essentially Indian. It may
not now be * ungermane to the matter,” if we would
for a moment digress, to consider the era of their
probable date, as introductory to the character of
their probable destination.

Josephus expressly informs us, that the Israelites
were employed in the construction of the pyramids. Is
there any reason why we should doubt so respectable
an authority? Oh! yes, it is said the Seriptures are
against it,—the task of the Israelites during their
bondage being exclusively confined to the making of
brick. I deny that the Secriptures either allege or
insinuate any such thing. On the contrary, we may
fairly infer, from Exod. ix. 8, 10, that they were en-
gaged in other servile offices; as also from Psalm
Ixxxi. 6, where it is said, “I removed his shoulder

* wvp, generally rendered fire, is not so, however, in the true import of
the word, but the Sun; fire is only a sccondary sense of it.
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from the durden, and his hands were delivered from
the mortar-boxz,”—not pots, as our translation has it;
and such rendering is supported by the Septuagint,
Vulgate, Symmachus, and others *,

This ascription receives further countenance from a
passage in Diodorus, i. 2, where, referring to those
immense piles, and the ideas of the Egyptians them-
selves respecting them, he adds,  they say the first
was erected by Armeeus, the second by Amosis, the
third by Inaron.” Who is it that pronounces the last
two names, if only spelled, aMosis and inAron, and
recollects, at the same time, what the Scriptures tell
us of Moses and Aaron, that is not at once struck with
the similarity of the sound ? And as to Armeeus, why
it bears so evident an affinity with Aramseeus or Ara-
mean, that one cannot avoid connecting it with the
“ Aramite ready to perish,” the very name given to
Jacob, Deut. xxvi. 5f. Nothing, then, prevents, so
far as I can see, our concluding one of those structures
at least—I say one at least, to conciliate the brick-
party ; and I think, besides, I have read somewhere,
that one of the pyramids, the smaller ones no doubt,
was built of such material—to have been the work of
the sons of Israel. And the rather as it was consonant
with the uniform practice of the ancient Oriental na-
tions to employ captive foreigners on servile and labo-
rious works.

The usual time, too, assigned to the slavery of the
Israelites corresponds very nearly with that generally
allotted to the erection of those masses. The stay of
the sons of Israel in the land of Egypt is generally
understood to have been two hundred and fifteen
years—of these Joseph ruled seventy—forty is a fair

* Barker. + Ibid.
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average for the generation that succeeded—which,
added to his seventy, leaves one hundred and five
years to the Exodus. No