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CIVIL AND MILITARY TRANSACTIONS.

GaxaT Sxarn oy Heway III,

CHAPTER 1.
NARRATIVE OF CIVIL AND MILITARY TRANSACTIONS.

Henry I11., suRNAMED oF WINCHESTER.

n as they had
1 John at Wor-
» the Earl of
roke, the Mar-
of England,
hed with the
amtlﬂand Prince
Y, the deceased
s eldest son, to
ity of Gloucester.
1 day after their
1}, being the feast
—~ —oue - Simon and 8t,
Jude, October 28th, 1216, Henry was crowped in
the church of St. Peter, belonging to the Ahbey of
Gloucester, by Gualo, the pope’s lsgate, whose
services in mPPOl’ﬁglg the royal canse were of great
value and efficacy. The ceremony was presipitated ;
no English bishops were present except &0" of
Winchester, Bath, and Worcester ; no lay nobles
save the earls of Chester, Pembroke, and Ferrers,
and four barons. The scanty retinue was gom leted
by a few abbots and priors. The prince took the
usual oaths “ upon the gospels and relics of saints.”
The crown had been lost, with the rest of the
regalia, in the Wash, and, instead of it, Gualo put
a plain ring of gold on his head. = Henry was only
ten years old when he went through these solem-

nities, without understanding them. It required
no great force or persuasion to induce him to con-
gent to do homage to the pope for England and
Ireland, and to swear to pay the thousand marks
a-year which his father had promised. The clergy
ofy Westminster and Canterbury, who considered
their rights invaded by this hurried and informal
coranation, appealed to Rome for redress: Gualo
excommunicated the appellants, who, however,
persevered ; and this matter occasioned considerable
trouble, which did not end till the ceremony was
repeated in 8 more regular manner.

A great council was held at Bristol on the
11th of November following; and there the
Earl of Pembroke was chosen Protector, with the
title of Rector Regis et Regni. His pure cha-
racter and many eminent qualities,—his temper,
prudence, and conciliating manners,—his expe-
rience in public affairs and his military skill, all
seemed to point him out as the most eligible person ;
but some Aea.lousies arose on the part of the great
Earl of Chester, and Pembroke did not assume
the style of ¢ Rector ” till the end of the month of
November. At the same great council of Bristol
Magna Charta was carefully, and, on the whole,
skilfully revised, with the view of satisfying the
demands of the barons who adhered to Louis,
without sacrificing the royal prerogative. These
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measures, however, were not considered conclusive,
for Pembroke prudently left several clauses open
for future discussion, when all the barons of the
kingdom should be reconciled, and should meet
again in one council. As yet the greater number of
the nobles were on the side of Louis, who not only
held London and the rich provinces of the south,
but was powerful both in the north and the west,
where the King of Scotland and the Prince of
Wales supported his cause.*

When Louis learned the death of John he
fancied that all opposition would presently cease.
To take advantage of the consternation which he
fancied must prevail among the royal party, he
again pressed the siege of Dover Castle with great
vigour, and, finding himself still incapable of
taking it by force, he skilfully worked upon the
fears and misgivings of the garrison, representing
to them that they were fighting for a king who no
longer existed, and whose d freed them from
the obligation of their oaths of fealty. He tempted
the governor, the brave Hubert de Burgh, with the
most magnificent offers ; and, when these failed, he
threatened to put Hubert’s brother to death. But
threats were as ineffectual as promises ; and, finding
he was losing precious time, the French prince
finally raised the siege, and returned to London,
where the Tower, which had hitherto held out, was
given up to him on the 6th of November. From
London Louis marched to Hertford, and laid siege
to the castle there, which he took on the 6th of

¢ Rymer.~Carte.—M, Paris.
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December. He then attacked the castle of Berk-
hampstead, which he reduced on the 20th of the
same month. Both these castles made a stout
Tesistance, costing him many men ; and the taking
of that of Berkhampstead was a loss rather thana
ax’in, for it led to a quarrel with Robert Fitz-

alter, to whom he refused the custody of the
castle. But his mistrust of the English was made |
every day more evident. From Berkhampstead
Louis marched to St. Albans, where he threatened
to burn the vast abbey to the ground if the abbot
did not come forth and do him homage as legi-
timate king of England ; but the abbot, it is said,
escaped on paying a fine of eighty marks of silver.
For a long period the carnage of war had been
brought to a pause, by unanimous consent, on the
seasons of our Saviour’s birth and suffering.
Christmas was now at hand, and a truce was
agreed upon which was to last till a formight after
the Epiphany. At the expiration of this truce
Pembroke willingly agreed to another which did
not expire till some days after the festival of Easter.
Each party hoped to gain by this long armistice,
and both were extremely active during its con-
tinuance. Louis, in Lent, went over to' France to
procure supplies of men and money, and Pembroke
recruited in England, and drew off many of the
nobles during the absence of the French prince.
Louis left the government in the hands of Enguer-
rand de Coucy, a nobleman of great quality, but of
very little discretion, under whose misrule the
French became more arrogant than ever, and the
English barons were made to feel that, by securing

Hrxay 111, From his Tomb in Westminster Abbey,
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the throne to a foreign prince, they should impose
upon themselves foreign nobles for masters. At
the same time the death-bed story of the Viscount
de Melun was artfully revived ; and the clergy, in
obedience to the orders of Gualo the legate, read
the sentence of excommunication in the churches
every Sunday and holiday against the partisans of
Lows. Hubert de Burgh, as constable of Dover
Castle and warden of the Cinque Ports, was in
constant communication with the best mariners in
England, and he kept them true to young Henry.
Philip d’Albiney put himself at the head of a
popular party in Suesex, where one William de
Collingham collected a thousand gallant archers,—
rough English yeomen, who would allow of no
truce with the French, and cared pot for the armis-
tice concluded by the Earl of Pembroke. On his
way to the coast Louis came into collision with
these sturdy patriots, who treated him very roughly,
and would Lve made him a prisoner but for the
opportune arrival of the French fleet, in which he
and his attendants embarked in great disorder.
On his return from France with reinforcements,
the mariners of the Cinque Ports cut off several of
his ships at sea, and took them by boarding. On
this Louis landed at Sandwich, and burned that
town to the ground in spite. He then, after making
another unsuccessful attempt on Dover Castle,
marched to London, where everything was falling
into confusion.

On the expiration of the truce the Earl of Pem-
broke recommenced hostilities by laying siege
to the castle of Mount Sorel, in Leicestershire.
Louis sent the Count of Perche with six hundred
knights and twenty thousand armed men to relieve
it. On their march this mixed army of English,
French, Flemings, and all kinds of mercenaries,
committed great havoc, plundering the peaceful
inhabitants, and wantonly burning the churches
and monasteries. They succeeded, however, in
their first object, Pembroke’s forces raising the
siege and retiring before superior numbers. Flushed
with this success, the Count of Perche marched
away to Lincoln : the town received him, but the
castle resisted, and when he laid siege to it, he was
foiled by a woman,—Nichola, the widow of Gerard
de Camville, who held the custody of Lincoln Castle
by hereditary right, and made a brave defence.
While the confederates were wholly occupied with
this siege, Pembroke suddenly collected a force of
four hundred knights, two hundred and fifty cross-
bowmen, many yeomen on horseback, and a consi-
derable body of foot, and appeared before Lincoln
in admirable order. The count for a time would
not believe that the English would venture to attack
him within a walled town ; and though his supe-
riority in cavalry would have given him an advan-
tage in the open country, he rejected the advice of
some English barons who were with him, and
would not march out of the town. He continued
to batter the castle until he found himself engaged
In a fatal street contest. To animate Pembroke’s
force Gualo now excommunicated Prince Louis by
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name, and jpronounced the curse of the church
against all his adherents; dispensing at the same
time full absolution, and promises of eternal life, to
the other party. The regent took advantage in the
most skilful manner of the count’s blunder: he
threw all his crossbows into the castle by means
of a postern. These yeomen made great havoc on
the besiegers by firing from the castle walls; and
seizing a favourablg opportunity they made a
sortie, drove the enemy from the inside of the
northern gate of the city, and enabied Pembroke
to enter with all his host. The French cavalry
could not act in the narrow streets and lanes : they
were wounded and dismounted, and at last were
obliged to surrender in & mass. The victory was
complete: as usual, the foot-soldiers were slaugh-
tered, but the * better sort” were allowed quarter ;
only one knight fell, and that was the commander,
the Count of Perche, who threw away his life in
mere pride and petulance, swearing that he would
not surrender to any English traitor. This battle,
facetiously called by the English * the Fair of
Lincoln,” was fought on Saturday, the 20th of
May, 1217.

Without halting or refreshing himself, the Earl
of Pembroke rode the same night to Stow, to give
his royal pupil an account of his success.* It
was indeed a victory worthy of such a courier,—
its effect was to keep Louis cooped up within the
walls of London, where plots and disturbances soon
forced him to propose terms of accommodation. In
the middle of June a conference was held at a place
between Brentford and Hounslow, but it led to
nothing.  Philip of France had been so scared by
the threats of Rome that he durst not send re-
inforcements in his own name : but he urged that
he could not prevent Blanche of Castile, the wife
of his son Louis, from aiding her own husband in
his extremity ; and under this cover another flect
and army were prepared for England. It was not
till the 23rd of August that this fleet could sail
from Calais: it consisted of eighty great ships
and many smaller vessels, having on board three
hundred choice knights and a large body of infantry.
On the next day, the great festival of St. Bartho-
lomew, as they were attempting to make the estuary
of the Thames, in order to sail up the river to
London, they were met by the hero of Dover
Castle, the gallant De Burgh. Hubert had only
forty vessels great and small, but he gained the
weather gage, and by tilting at the French with
the iron beaks of his galleys, sunk several of the
transports with all on board. He afterwards grap-
pled with the enemy, fastening his ships to theirs
by means of hooks and chains, and in the end he
took or destroyed the whole flect with the exception
of fifteen vessels. Eustace le Moine, or *the
Monk,” who had left his monastery in Flanders to
adopt the more congenial life of a sea-rover, had
his head struck off on his own deck; for he was
not considered a true knight entitled to the honours

¢ Mat. Par.—~Chron. Dunstap.
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of war, and he had previously given great offence
to the English.®

This decisive naval victory gave the death-blow
to the project of Louis. That priuce, however,
acted generously and nobly in the midst of his
difficulties : he would not abandon his friends, but
said, when pressed, that he was ready to agree to
any terms not inconsistent with his honour or the
safety of his English adherents. The prudent
regent was glad enough to promise good terms to
these barons, who, whatever might be their after
errors, had been among the foremost champions of
English liberty, and had assisted in obtaining the
great charter, which he himself loved as much as
any of them. There were also many other nobles,
on the same side, equally averse to proceeding to
extremities against countrymen, former friends,
and relations. 'The final terms were easily settled
in & conference held on the 11th of September
on an islet of the Thames near Kingston. It
was agreed that the English barons who had
continued to adhere to Louis, besides having
their estates restored to them, should enjoy
the customs and liberties of the kingdom, and
all improvements thereof, equally with others.
The privileges of London, as of all other cities
and boroughs, were to be confirmed, and the pri-
soners on both sides taken since Louis’s first land-
ing were to be released without ransom, unless
where previous arrangements had been made be-
tween parties. Louis was to give up all the castles
he possessed ; to order the brothers of Eustace the
monk to evacuate the isles they had made them-
selves masters of ; and to write to Alexander, king
of Scotland, and Llewellyn, prince of Wales, to
induce them to restore all the fortresses and places
they had taken, if they would be included in the
treaty. He also acquitted the English nobles of their
oaths and obligations to him, and promised never
to enter again into any coufederacy with them to
Henry’s prejudice; and the barons made a like
engagement on their own behalf. The French
prince and his adherents swore to observe these
articles, and to stand to the judgment of the church,
upon which they were all absolved by the legate.t
Matthew Paris adds another article, which does
not appear to have been committed to writing,
though it was frequently urged by Henry in after-
times as an existing and sacred engagement.
This article imported that Louis would do all in
his power to persuade his father to restore all the
foreign possessions lost by John; and, failing in
this, that he should fairly restore those provinces
when he himself became king of France. Such a
clauze was utterly useless, for it was one which
could never be considered binding by the French
nation, nor by any other in similar circumstances.
Louis was 80 poor, that he was obliged to borrow
money from the citizens of London to defray the
expenses of his journey home. On the 14th of
September, a safe conduct was granted to him:

® Matt, Par.—Holinshed.—~Southey, Nav, Hist.
+ Rymer.
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he was honourably escorted to the sea-side by the
Earl of Pembroke, and he sailed for France with
his foreign associates. On the 2nd of October, a
few refractory barons, the only remnant of a great
party, went to court, and were exceedingly well
received there. On the fourth day of the same
month, a new charter for the city of London was
promulgated ; and a few days later, the regent, for
the general good of the nation, concluded with
Haquin, or Haco, king of Norway, a treaty of free
commerce between the two countries. Atthe same
time, this excellent regent’s prudence and equity
did more than & written treaty in reconciling con-
flicting parties at home. He was accessible and
courteous to all, taking especial care that no man
should be oppressed for his past politics. His
autharity, however, did not extend to the church,
and Gualo severely chastised many of the English
abbots and monks who had ventured to disregard
his excommunications. This circumstance contri-
buted with others to render the new reign unpo-
pular with a large portion of the English church;
and, during the struggles between the king and the
barons which ensued at a later period, the barons
had generally the monks on their side.

In all these transactions no mention had been
made of Eleanor, the Maid of Brittany, who still
occupied her dungeon or her cell at Bristol, nor
was her name ever breathed during the civil wars
which followed—a proof how little female right
was then regarded ; for, by the rules of succession
as now recognised, she was the undoubted heiress
to the throne. Henry began his reign in leading-
strings, and owing to his weak and defective cha-
racter, he never freed himself from such abeolute
guidance, but passed his whole life in a state of
tutelage and dependence—being now governed by
one powerful noble, or by one foreign favourite,
and now by another. Nothing, however, could
well surpass the wise policy and moral worth of
his first guardian, the great Earl of Pembroke,
who continued to act as protector to the kingdom,
and as a more than father to the boy-king. As for
Eleanor, the selfish queen-mother, she abandoned
her child in the midst of his troubles, and hurried
back to Guienne in search of a new husband. It
conveys a strange notion of the deli of those
times, to find that the Count of La Marche, from
whom John had stolen her, consented to take her
back, and remarried her with great pomp. Eng-
land, and probably her son, too, gained by her
absence, for ske had as little conscience or conduct
as her husband John. Gualo, the pope’s legate,
continued for some time near the young king’s
person. Every duy the peace of the country was
made more sec"i,:re—y-“ the evil will borne to Ki
John seeming to die with him, and to be buried in
the same grave.® But the determination to pre-
serve the liberties which had been wrung from him
was alive and active, and a second confirmation of
Magna Charta was granted by the young king.
Besides that the benefits of the charter, were now

)Speed, Chron.
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extended to Ireland, several alterations were made
in the deed, and a clause was added, ordering the
demolition of every castle built or rebuilt since the
beginning of the war beween John and the barons.
Other clauses were withdrawn, to form a.

charter, called the Charter of Forests. By this in-
strument, which materially contributed to the com-
fort and perity of the nation, all the forests
which hasm‘been enclosed since the reign of
Henry IL., were thrown open; offences in the
forests were declared to be no longer capital ; and
men convicted of the once heinous crime of killing
the king’s venison, were made punishable only by
fine or imprisonment. These famous charters were
now brought nearly to the shape in which they have
ever since stood, the repeated confirmations of them
not being intended to c or modify them, but
to strengthen them by fresh guarmtws, and increase
the revereoce of the people for them.

Meanwhile the spirit of insubordination which
had arisen out of the civil war was gradually
coerced or soothed by the valour and wisdom of
the Earl of Pembroke, who was singularly averse
to the cruelties and bloodshedding which had
formerly disgraced all similar pacifications. But
the excellent protector did not long enjoy the
happy fruit of hie labours; he died in the year
1219, about the middle of May, and was buried
in the church of the Knights Templars at Lon-
don, where his tomb or statue is still to be seen,
with an inscription which scarcely exaggerates his
virtues as a warrior and statesman.  His authority
in the state was now shared between Hubert de
Burgh, the justiciary, the gallant defender of

Dover Castle, and Peter des hes (a Poictevin -

by birth), bishop of Winchester. These ministers
were jealous of each other: De Burgh was the
more popular with the nation; but Des Roches,
who had the custody of the royal person, pos-
sessed the greater influence at court, and among
the many foreigners who, like himself, had ob-
tained settlements and honours in the land. Dis-
seusions soon broke out; but dangerous conse-
quences were prevented by the skill of Pandulph,
who had resumed the legateship on the departure
of Gualo. On the 17th of May, 1220, young
Henry was crowned again by Langton, archbishop
of Canterbury, whom the pope had permitted to
return to the kingdom. In the following year,
Joanna, the eldest sister of Henry, was married at
York, to Alexander, the king of Scotlaud ; and
nearly at the same time, one of the Scottish prin-
cesses who had been delivered to John, and who
had ever since remained in England, was married
to Hubert de Burgh, the justiciary. Pandulph then
returned to Rome, having previously demanded, in
the name of the pope, that no individual should
hold more than two of the royal castles. On his
departure, however, little respect was paid to the
orders from Rome. Many of the barons —chiefly
foreigners imported by John—refused to deliver up
the fortresses which they pretended to hold in trust
till the young king shou{d be of age. While De
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Burgh insisted on their surrender, his rival, Des
Roches favoured the recusant chiefs. Plots and
conspiracies followed ; but in 1223, the justiciary,
with the assent of the pope and the great council of
the nation, declared Henry of age ; and in the course
of the following year he succeeded in getting pos-
session of most of the disputed castles, taking some
of them by siege and assault. Des Roches then
gave up the struggle, under pretence of making a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, many of the foreign
adventurers followed him out of England. Though
not a cruel man, Hubert de Burgh was far more
severe than the Earl of Pembroke ; for at the taking
of Bedford Castle he hanged eighty of the foreign
garrison, knights und others, who had been in the
habit of committing frightful excesses in the
country.

A.0.1225. In the following year, 1225, one of
the main springs of the Euglish constitution, which
checks the abuse of power, by the mode of allot-
ting money, began its salutary movements.. Louis,
the French prince, who had now succeeded his
father, Philip, on the French throne, unmindful of
his promises, not only refused to surrender Nor-
mandy and the other states wrested from King John,
but overran some parts of Guienne and Poictou, and
took the important maritime town of Rochelle. The
young king summoned a pariiament (for that name
was now coming into use) to meet at Westminster ;
and there Hubert de Burgh, having opened the
proceedings by an explanatory speech, asked for
money to enable the king to recover his own. At
first t{ne assembly refused to ‘make any grant, but
it was finally agreed that a fifteenth of all move-
able property should be given, on the express con-
dition, however, that the king should ratify the two
charters. Henry, accordingly, gave a third ratifi-
cation of Magna Charta, together with a ratifica-
tion of the Charter of Forests, and sent fresh orders
to some of his officers, who had hitherto treated
them with little respect, to enforce all their provi-
sions.* In the month of April, Richard, earl of
Cornwall, the king’s brother, was sent to Guieunne,
under the guidance of the Earl of Salisbury, with
an English army. But the French king had taken
the cross against the Albigenses, an unfortunate
people in the south of France, who were called
heretics, and treated more cruelly than Saracens.
A papal legate interfered, threatened the English
with escommunication if they raised obstacles to
Louis in his holy war, and, at last, made both par-
ties agree to a truce for one year. Before the term
expired, the French king died at Paris, after a
brief reign of three years, and was succeeded by
his son Louis IX., who was only in his twelfth year.
A stormy minority ensued ; and Henry, who was
now twentz years of age, might have taken advantage
of it, had his character and his own circumstances
been somewhat different from what they were.
But the English king had little more real manhood
than the child on the French throne; his barons
were by no means anxious for the foreign war,

© Matt. Por.~~Brady.
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and the armistice was subsequently renewed year
after year, the English never recovering Rochelle,
and the French making no further progress of im-
portance.

Though he ruled with a firm hand, Hubert de
Burgh was not always able to cause the govern-
ment to be respected, and to maintain the tran-
quillity of the country. The king’s brother
Richard, earl of Cornwall, who was possessed of
immense estates, repeatedly defied his authority,
and exacted humiliating concessions. As for the
king, he continued a mere puppet, notwithstanding
the flattering assurance of the pope, that his
manly virtues supplied the defects of his unripe

cars. :
A.D.1229. It was at length, however, resolved
to carry war into France. Henry was twenty-two
years old, Louis only fifteen; but Blanche, the
mother of the latter prince, and regent of the king-
dom, had composed all dissensions, and put the
kingdom into a posture of defence. = 'When Henry
went to Portsmouth he found that the shipping
provided was not sufficient to carry over his army,
and after a violent altercation with Hubert de
Burgh, who was accused of being the cause of this

deficiency, the expedition was given up till the fol-’

lowing year. Atlength the English king, elated by
the promises and invitations of the barons of Gui-
enne, Poictou, and even many nobles of Normandy,
set sail for the continent, and landed at St. Malo, in
Brittany, where he was joined by a host of Bretons.
He advanced to Nantes, where, like his father be-
fore him, he wasted his time and his means in
feasts and pageantries, leaving the malcontents in
Normandy and Poictou to curse their folly in
committing their fortunes in the cause of so unwar-
like a prince. In the meantime young Louis,
accompanied by his mother, who shared all the
hardships of a campaign which was prolonged
through the winter months, took several towns
helonging to Henry. In the beginning of October
the English king returned home, covered with dis-
grace; and his ally, the Duke of Brittany, was
obliged to appear at the foot of the throne of Louis
with a rope round his neck.* De Burgh had
accompanied his master on this expedition ; and,
in spite of his known honour, bravery, and ability,
the king, and some favourites with whom he had
surrounded himself, attempted to throw all the blame
of the miserable failure upon Hubert. The people,
however, took a different view of the case, and set
Henry down as a trifler and a coward. When he
applied to parliament for a further grant of money,
and complained of the poverty to which his French
expedition had reduced him, they refused the aid,
and told him that, through his thoughtlessness and
extravagance, his barons were as poor as he was,
A.D. 1232.—Hubert had now been eight years
at the head of affairs. He enjoyed the good
opinion of the people, whom he had never wantonly
oppressed ; but many of the nobles envied him his
power, and hated him for his zeal in resuming the
® Daru, Hist. de Bret,
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castles and other possessions of the crown. But
for his tried fidelity, and his courage in the worst of
times, that crown in all probability would never
have been worn by the helpless Henry. But the
proverbial ingratitude of princes was fostered in the
present case by other circumstances, the most co-
gent of all being, that the minister was rich and
the king wofully in want of money. On a sudden,
Hubert saw his old rival Peter des Roches, the
Poictevin bishop of Winchester, re-appear at
court, and he must have felt from that moment
that his ruin was concerted. In fact, very soon
after Henry threw off his faithful guardian and able
minister, and left him to the persecutions of his |
enemies. The frivolous charges brought against
Hubert almost lead to a conviction that he was
guilty of no breach of trust or abuse of authority,—
of no real public crime whatever. Among other
things, he was accused of winning the affections of
the king by means of magic and enchantment.¢
The fallen minister took refuge in Merton Abbey.
His flight gave unwonted courage to the king, who
vapoured and stormed, and then commanded the
mayor of London to force the asylum, and seize
Hubert dead or alive. The mayor, who seems a
strange officer to employ on such an occasion, set
forth with a multitude of armed men ; but the king
being reminded by the Archbishop of Dublin of
the illegality and eacrilegiousness of such a pro-
cedure, despatched messengers in a great hurry and
recalled the mayor. [In the end, the Archbishop of
Dublin, the only one among the great men who
did not forsake Hubert, obtained for him a delay
of four months, that he might for his
defence, the charges against him being daily in-
creased. For the interval, the king gave him
a safe conduct. Relying on these letters-patent,
De Burgh departed to visit his wife, the Scot-
tish princess, at St. Edmunds-Bury ; but he had
scarcely begun his journey when the king, not-
withstanding his plighted faith, listened to his
enemies and sent a knight—one Sir Godfrey de
Crancumb—with 300 armed men to surprise and
seize him. Hubert was in bed at the little town of
Brentwood, in Essex, when this troop fell upon
him. He contrived to escape, naked as he was, to

 a parish church, where, with a crucifix in one

hand and the host in the other, he stood firmly
near the altar, hoping that his attitude and the
sanctity of the place would procure him respect.
His furious enemies, however, were not deterred |
by any considerations, and, bursting into the church
with drawn swords, they dragged him forth, and
sent for a smith to make shackles for him. The
poor artisan, struck with the sad state of the great
man, and moved with generous feelings, said he
would rather die the worst of deaths than forge
fetters for the brave defender of Dover Castle and
the conqueror of the French at sea. But Sir God-
frey and his “ black band > were not to be moved
by any appeal : they placed the earl on horseback,
naked as he was, and, tying his feet under the
SMatt, Par.
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girths, 8o conveyed him to the Tower of London.
As soon as this violation of sanctuary was known,
an outcry was raised by the bishops ; and the kin

was in consequence obliged to order those who ha

seized him to carry the prisoner back to the parish
church ; but at the same time he commanded the
sheriff of Eesex, on the pain of death, to prevent
the earl’s escape, and to compel him to an uncon-
ditional surrender. The sheriff dug a deep trench
round the sanctuary,—erected palisades,—and
eﬂ‘ectuallgnprevented» all ingress or egress. Thus
cut off from every communication,—unprovided
with fuel and proper clothing (the winter was
setting in),—and at last left without provisions,
Hubert de Burgh came forth, on the fortieth day
of his beleaguerment, and surrendered to the black
band, who again carried him to the Tower of Lon-
don. A few days after, Henry ordered him to be
enlarged, and to appear before the court of his
peers; but it is said that this decent measure was
not adopted until Hubert surrendered all his ready
money, which he had placed for safety in the hands
of the Knights Templars. When Hubert appeared
in court in the midst of his enemies, he geclined
pleading : some were urgent for a sentence of
death, but the king, who said with perfect sin-
cerity that he was not fond of blood, and would
rather be reputed weak and negligent than a cruel
tyrant or & bloody man towards one who had long
served him aund his predecessors, proposed an
award which was finally adopted by all parties.
Hubert forfeited to the crown all such lands as had

been granted him in the time of King John, or
been obtained by him, by purchase or otherwise,
under Henry. He retained for himself and his

heirs the property he had inherited from his family,

er with some estates he held in fief of mesne
lords. Thus clipt and shorn, the brave Hubert
was committed to the castle of Devizes, there to
abide, in * free prison,’’ under the custody of four
koights appointed by four great earls. Within
these walls, which had been built by the famous
Roger, bishop of Sarum, whose adventures in some
respects resembled his own, Hubert remained for
nearly a year, when he was induced to adopt a
desperate mode of escape by learning that the
custody of the castle had just been given to a
dependent of his bitter enemy the Poictevin bishop
of Winchester. In a dark night he climbed over
the battlements, and dropped from the high wall
into the moat, which was probably in part filled
with water. From the moat he made his way to a
country church; but there he was tly sur-
rounded by an armed band, led on by the sheriff.
Circumstances, however, were materially altered :
several of the barons who had before been intent on
the destruction of the minister were now at open
war with the king, and anxious to secure the co-
operation of 80 able a man as De Burgh. A strong
body of horse came down, released him from the
hands of his captors, and carried him off into Wales,
where the insurgent nobles were then assembled.
Some eighteen months later, when peace was
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restored, Hubert received back his estates and
honours : he was even re-admitted into the king’s
council ; but he had the wisdom never again to
aspire to the dangerous post of chief minister or
favourite. At a subsequent period the king again
fell upon him, but, it appears, merely to enrich
himself at his expense, for the quarrel was made
up on Hubert’s presenting Henry with four
castles.®

The Poictevin bishop, who succeeded to power
on the first displacement and captivity of Hubert,
soon rendered himself extremely odious to all
classes of the nation. He encouraged the king’s
growing antipathy to the English barons, and to
Magna Charta; he taught him to rely on the
friendship and fidelity of foreign adventurers rather
than on the inconetant affection of his own subjects ;
and he crowded the court, the offices of govern-
ment, the royal fortresses, with hosts of hungry
Poictevins, éaacons, and other Frenchmen, who
exhausted the revenues of the already impoverished
crown, derided the national charters, invaded the
rights of the peoXle, and provoked the nobles by
their insolence and their grasping at every place or
honour in the state that fell vacant. The business
of politics was as yet in its infancy: the nature of
an opposition, constitutional and legal in all its
operations, was as yet a discovery to be made ; nor
could men in their times and circumstances be
expected to understand euch things. The barons
withdrew from parliament, where they were sur-
rounded by armed foreigners, and took up arms
themselves. When again summoned, they answered
that unless the king dismissed his Poictevins und
the other foreigners, they would drive both them and
him out of the kingdom. Peter des Roches averted
his ruin for the present by sowing dissensions among
the English nobles. Several battles or skirmishes,
which defy anything like a clear narration, were
fought in the heart of England and on the Welsh
borders. Richard, Earl of Pembroke, the son of
the virtuous Protector, to whom King Henry was so
deeply indebted, was treacherously and moet bar-
barously murdered, and, following up his tem-
porary success, the Poictevin bishop confiscated
the estates of several of the English nobles without
uny legal trial, and bestowed them on adventurers
from his own land. The last sting was given to
revenge by the bishop’s declaring, in his place at
court, that the barons of England were inferior in
rank and condition to those of France, and must
not pretend to put themselves on the same footing.
Edmund, the new Archbishop of Canterbury, who
had succeeded Langton, and who was, like that
great churchman, a patriot and a statesman, took
up the national cause, and threatened the king with
excommunication if he did not instantly dismiss
Des Roches and his associates. Henry trembled
and complied: the foreigners were banished, and
the archbishop for & short time governed the land
with great prudence, and according to the charters.
But Henry’s dislike both of his native nobles and
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of the charters increased with his years. The
barons evidently took little pains to remove his
prejudices or conciliate his affections, and he conti-
nued to repose all his confidence in’foreigners.

A.p, 1236. — Henry now married Eleanor,
daughter of the Count of Provence, who came to
England with a numerous retinue, and was soon
followed by a swarm of foreigners. These were
mostly persons of higher rank than their pre-
cursors ; they were Gascons and Provencals in-
stead of Poictevins, but they were equally odious to
the English nobility and people, equally insolent
and quite as grasping. The Bishop of Valence,
the queen’s maternal uncle, was made chief mi-
nister. Boniface, another uncle, was promoted to
the see of Canterbury; and Peter, a third uncle,
was invested with the earldom of Richmond, and
received the profitable wardship of the Earl Wa-
renne. The queen invited over damsels from
Provence, and the king married them to the young
nobles of England of whom he had the wardship.
This was bad enough, but it was not all; the
queen mother, Isabella, whom the nation detested,
had now four sons by the Count of la Marche, and
she sent them over all four, Guy, William, Geof-
frey, and Aymer, to be provided for in England.
The king heaped honours and riches upon these
half-brothers, who were soon followed by new
herds of adventurers from Guienne. Henry had
resumed, with the pope’s ission, nearly all the
grants of estates he had made to his native subjects ;
but even the resources thus obtained were soon
exhausted, and he found himself without money
and without credit. 'When he asked aids from the
parliament, the parliament told him that he must
dismiss the foreigners who devoured the substance
of the land, and they several times voted him small
supplies, on the express condition that he should
60 do, and also redress other grievances; but he
forgot his promises as soon as he got the money.
The barons then bound him by oath, and Henry
took the oathe, broke them, and acted just as before.
The great charter had provided for the banishment
of unjust favourites without any process of law, and
the king was frequently reminded of the clauses
relating to this subject; but the Poictevins and
Gascons, who were in the habit of breaking every
part of that charter, said with effrontery, * What
signify these English laws to us ?”” *

A.D. 1242.—Isabella, the queen mother, added
alike to the odium in which she was held by the
English, and to the embarrassments aud unpopu-
larity of her son, by hurrying him into a war with
France. Other grounds were publicly assigned ;
but it appears that that woman’s offended vanity
was the chief cause of hostilities, which ended in a
manner disgraceful to the English king. Louis
was now in the prime of manhood, and 1mmeasur-
ably superior in all eminent qualities to his rival.
He was loved and respected by his subjects;
whereas Henry was despised by his. When the
Euglish parliament was called upon for a supply
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of men and money, they resolutely refused both,
telling the king that he ought to o the truce
which had been continually renewed with France,
and never broken (so at iyemt they asserted) by
Louis. By means not recorded, but which were
probably not very legal or very honourable, Henry
contrived to fill thirty hogsheads with silver, and,
sailing from Portsmouth with his queen, his brother
Richard, and 800 knights, he made for the river
Garonne. Soon after his landing, he was joined
by nearly 20,000 men, some his own acknowledged
vaseals, some the followers of nobles who had
once been the vassals of his predecessors, and who
were now anxious, not to re-establish the supre-
macy of the English king in the south, but to
render themselves independent of the crown of
France by his means or at his expense.* Louis
met Henry with a superior force on the banks of
the river Charente, in Saintonge, and defeated
him in a pitched battle near the castle of Taille-
bourg. English king, after being saved from
capture by the presence of mind and address of his
brother Richard, retreated down the river to the
town of Saintes, where he was beaten in a second
battle, which was fought on the very next day.
His mother’s husband, the Count of La Marche,
who had led him into this disastrous campaign,
then abandoned him, and made his own terms with
the French king. Henry fled  from Saintes right
across Saintonge, to Blaye, leaving’ his military
chest, the sacred vessels and the ornaments of his
moveable chapel royal, in the hands of the enemy.
A terrible dysentery which broke outin his army,
some scruples of conscience, and the singular mo-
deration of his own views, preveuted Louis from fol-
lowing up his successes, and induced him to agree
to a truce for five years. Although their ardour
for foreign wars and conquests was marvellously
cooled for a season, the pride of the English was
much hurt by these defeats.

A.D. 1244.—When Henry met his parliament
this year, he found it more refractory than it had
ever been. In reply to his demands for money,
they taxed him with extravagance,—with his fre-
quent breaches of the great c : they told him,
in short, that they would no longer trust him, and
that they must have in their own hands the ap-
pointment of the chief justiciary, the chancellor,
and other great officers. The king would con-
tent to nothing more than another ratification
of Magna Charta, and therefore the parliament
would only vote him twenty shillings on each
knight’s fee for the marriage of his eldest daughter
to the Scottish king. After this he looked to a
meeting of parliament as a meeting of his personal
enemies, and to avoid it he raised money by
stretching his prerogative in respect to fines, bene-
volences, purveyances, and the other undefinable
branches of the ancient revenue. He also tor-
mented and ransacked the Jews, acting with regard
to thut unhappy people like a very robber ; and he
begged, besides, from town to town,—from castle
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- to castle,—until he obtained the reputation of being
the sturdiest beggar in all England. But all this
would not suffice, and, in the year 1248, he was
again obliged to meet his barons in parliament.
They now told him that he ought to blush to ask
aid from his people whom he professed to hate, and
whom he shunned for the society of aliens; they
reproached him with disparaging the nobles of
England by forcing them into mean marriages with
foreigners. They enlarged urm the abuse of the
right of purveyance, telling him that the victuals
and wine consumed by himself and his un-English
bousehold,—that the very clothes on their backs
were all taken by force and violence from the
English people, who never received any compensa-
tion ; that foreign merchants, knowing the dangers
to which theli;ngoods were exposed, shunned the
ports of Eng as if they were in possession of
pirates ; that the poor fishermen of the coast, find-
ing they could not escape his hungry purveyors and
courtiers, were frequently obliged to carry their
fish to the other side of the Channel; and they
added other accusations still more minute and
humiliating.* It has generally been conceived that
there entered no small share of spite and exagger-
ation into this remarkable list of grievances; but if
we consider the small sums doled out by parlia-
ment to Henry, who received less money in the
way of grants than any of his immediate pre-
decessors,—if we bear in mind that many sources
of profit were narrowed or altogether by
the provisions of the national ¢ A that the
revenue formerly derived from the continental
dominions of the crown had in great ceased,
it will not appear improbable that this king and
his rapacious ministers, who were retained by no
national :gmpsthy,—-by no sense of shame,—should
bave tried to make up these deficiencies in mean
and irregular ways; and that the peaceful trader,
the mass of the people, who had no arms where-
with to defend themselves, and no towers or castles
wherein to take refuge, should have been sorely
harried and oppressed. Another argument in sup-
port of this supposition may be derived from the
well-known and lasting unpopularity of the kingin
London and the other t trading towns. r
old historians talk vaguely about the insubordina-
tion,—the mutinous spirit,—the proneness to riot-
ing,—of the Londoners; but, judging of those
citizens, not b{' later epochs when were more
civilized, but by their conduct in earlier and still
ruder times, we cannot believe that the excesses
complained of could have arisen under any other
than a vile and oppressive system of government.
In reply to the remonstrance of his barons, Henry
gave nothing but fair promises which could no
longer deceive, and he got nothing save the cutting
reproof to which he had been obliged to listen.

The king now racked his imagination in devising
pretexts on which to obtain what he wanted. At
one time he said he was resolved to reconquer all
the continental dominions of the crown ; but, un-
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fortunately, all men knew that Louis had departed
for the East, and that Henry, who had not shone
in the field, had contracted the most solemn obli-
gations not to make war upon him during his
crusade. He next took the cross himself, pretend-
ing to be anxious to sail for Palestine forthwith ;
but here again it was well known he had no such
intention, and only wanted money to Kay his debts
and satisfy his foreign favourites. At a moment
of ‘'urgent necessity he was advised to sell all his
plate and jewels. “ Who will buy them ?*’ said he ;
his advisers answered,—** The citizens of London,
of course.” He rejoined bitterly,—* By my troth,
if the treasures of Augustus were put up to sale,
the citizens would be the purchasers ! These clowns,
who assume the style of barons, abound in all
things, while we are wanting in common neces-
saries.””® This curious anecdote throws light upon
more than one subject, and it is said that the king
was thenceforth more inimical and rapacious towards
the Londoners than he had been before. To annoy
them and touch them in a sensitive part, he esta-
blished a new fair at Westminster, to last fifteen days,
during which all trading was prohibited in London.
He went to keep his Christmas in the city, and let
loose his purveyors among the inhabitants: he
made them offer new-year’s gifts, and shortly after,
in spite of remonstrances, he compelled them to
})ay him the sum of 2000/. by the most open vio-
ation of law and right.

In A.p. 1253, Henry was again obliged to meet
his parliament, and this he did, averring to all men
that he only wanted a proper Christian aid that he
might go and recover the tomb of Christ. If he
thought that this old pretence would gain un-
limited confidence he was deceived. The barons,
who had been duped so often, treated his applica-
tion with coldness and contempt; but they at last
held out the hope of a liberal grant on condition of
his consenting to a fresh and most solemn con-
firmation of their liberties. On the 3rd day of
May, the king went to Westminster Hall, where
the barons, prelates, and abbots were assembled.
The bishops and abbots were apparelled in their
canonical robes, and every one of them held a
burning taper in his hand. A taper was offered to
the king, but he refused it, saying he was no priest.
Then the Archbishop of Canterbury stood up before
the people and denounced sentence of excommuni-
cation against all those who should, either directly
or indirectly, infringe the charters of the kingdom.
Every striking, every terrific part of this ceremony
was performed: the prelates and abbots dashed
their tapers to the ground, and as the lights went
out in smoke, they exclaimed,—* May the soul
of every one who incurs this sentence so stink and
be extinguished in hell!?” The king subjoined,
on his own behalf,—*So help me God! I will
keep these charters inviolate, as I am a man, as I
am a Christian, as I am a knight, and as I am a
king crowned and anointed!” His outward be-
haviour during this awful performance was exem-
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gllary; he held his hand on his heart, and made
is countenance express a devout acquiescence;
but the ceremony was scarcely over when, following
the impulse given him by his foreign favourites, he
returned to his old courses, and thus utterly up-
rh:oteg whatever confidence the nation yet had in

m.

With the money he thus obtained, he went to
Guienne, where Alphonso, the king of Castile,
had set up a claim to the earldom, and induced
many of the fickle nobles to revolt against the
English crown. This expedition was less disho-
nourable than the former ones; indeed it was
successful on the whole, and led to a friendly
alliance between England and Castile—Prince
Edward marrying Eleanor, the daughter of Al-

honso. But no cunning was too mean or low for

enry, who concealed these arrangements for some
time, in order to obtain & fresh grant from the par-
liament, under colour of carrying on the war.
During part of this expedition, in spite of the
mm he had carried with him, he bad not where-
withal to feed his troops; and he despatched the
prior of Newburgh with others into England, to
cause provisions to be sent to him into Gascony ;
“and s0,”” says an old historian, * there was a
great quantity of grain and powdered flesh, taken
up, and sent away, with all convenient speed.”
Henry returned pennyless ; for the partial re-esta-
blishment of his authority in the south of France
seems never to have benefited his exchequer. The
expedients to which he had recourse in England,
rendered him more and more odious and contempt-
ible. When his fortunes were at this low ebb, he
blindly emberked in & project which immeusely
increased his embarrassments. This project was
no other than to raise one of his sons to the throne
of the Two Sicilies. Frederick II., the son of
Constance of Sicily, had died in the year 1250,
after a reign which had been disturbed from its
commencement to its close by the inveterate hosti-
lity of the court of Rome. He left a legitimate
son, Prince Conrad; but Frederick had died in a
state of excommunication, and Pope Innocent IV.
claimed the southern kingdom as forfeited to its
feudal superior, the holy see. Conrad maintained
his rights with an army, and as he was supported
by the Neapolitan and Sicilian people, the pope
had no chance of succeeding, unless he invited
some new foreign host into the heart of Italy. He
offered the kingdom to be held as a fief of the
church to a varit:s of princes in succession, who all
found some good reason for declining his pro-
posals.  After the pope had thus hawked the
Sicilian crown through the continent of Europe, he
turned his eyes towards England, where Richard,
earl of Cornwall, the king’s brother, attracted
attention by his great wealth, which (it was rea-
soned at Rome), would enable him to bribe the
Sicilian barons, and engage mercenaries of all
nations, Accordingly, the crown was offered to
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Richard, but he wise}r saw the difficulties that
stood in his way, and declined the proffered king-
dom, observing, that those who made the offer of
it might just as well say, “ I make you a present
of the moon—step up to the sky and take it down.””
Soon after this, Innocent offered the crown to
Henry himself, for his second son, Prince Ed-
mund ; and the beggared and incapable king joy-
fully closed with the proposal, agreeing to march
presently with a powerful army into the south of
Italy, accepting an advance of money from the
pope to enable him to commence the enterprise,
and proposing also to raise what more it might be
necessary to borrow on the pope’s security. Had the
energy and the means of the English king at all cor-
responded with the activity and cunning policy of the
Roman priest, there is little doubt that the prince
might have obtained a dependent and precarious
throne ; but Henry was placed in circumstances in
which he could do little—and, wavering and timid,
he did nothing at all, except giving his son the empty
title of ¢ King of Sicily.”” The pope ordered the
English clergy to lend money for the expedition,
and even to pawn the property of their church to
obtain it. ’Ig:e clergy of England were not very
obedient; but whatever sums were raised were
dissigated by the king or the Roman legate, and,
in the end, the pope brought a claim of debt
against Henry, to the amount of more than
100,0007., which, it was alleged, had been bor-
rowed on the continent, chiefly from the rich mer-
chants of Venice and Florence. Henry, it appears,
had never been consulted about the borrowing or
spending of this money; but the pope was an im-
perative accountant—a creditor that could enforce
payment by excommunication, interdict, and de-
thronement; and Henry was obliged to promise
that he would pay, and to rack his weak wits in
devising the means. Backed by the , he
levied enormous contributions on the churches of
England and Ireland. The native clergy were
already disaffected, but these proceedings made
them as openly hostile to the king as were the
lay barons. The wholesale spoliation of the
church had also the effect of lessening the clergy’s
reverence for the pope, and of shaking gat
power which had already attained its highest
pitch, and which was thenceforward gradually to
decline. When called upon to take up some of
the pope’s bills, the bishop of Worcester told
Rustan, the legate, that he would rather die than
comply ; and the Bishop of London said, that the
Eope and king were, indeed, more powerful than

e, but if they took his mitre from his head, he
would clap on a warrior’s helmet. The legate
moderated his demands, and withdrew, fully con-
vinced that a storm was approaching, and that the
Sicilian speculation had completed the ruin of the
bankrupt king.* As long as his brother Richard,
the great Earl of Cornwall, remained in England,
and in possession of the treasures he had hoarded,
there was a powerful check upon insurrection; for

® Matt, Pary

-~




Cuar. 1]

though the earl’s abilities in' public affairs seem
hardly to have been equal to his wealth, atill the
influence he possessed in the nation was most ex-
tensive. He hed repeatedly opposed the illegal
courses of the king, and had even been out in
arms with the barons more than once; but he was
averse to extreme measures, and, from his posi-
tion, not likely topermit any invasion of the just
prerogative of the crown. He had rejected one
dazzling temptation, yet washe not proof against a
second. The Germans were setting up their em-
pire for sale, and Richard’s vanity and ambition
induced him to become a purchaser. Having
spent immense sums, he was elected in the begin-
ning of 1256 as * king of the Romans,” which
was considered the sure step to the dignity of em-
peror. But there was a schism among the elec-
tors, part of whom a few weeks later gave their
suffrages to Alphonso, king of Castile. Richard,
however, went over to the continent, was crowned
at Aix-la-Chapelle, and left the crown of England to
be dragged through the mire.

A.D. 1258. A scarcity of provisions di the
people to desperate measures. On the 2nd of May,
Henry called a parliament at Westminster. T
barons, who formed a new confederacy, went
tothe hall in complete armour. As the king entered,
there was a rattling of swords: his eye glanced
timidly along the mailed ranks; and he said, with
a faltering voice, “ What means this? am I a pri-
soner?”  “ Not g0,” replied Roger Bigod, “mt
your fm-ei%n favourites and your own extravagance
have involved this realm in great wretchedness;
wherefore we demand that the powers of govern-
ment be entrusted and made over to a committee
of bishops and barons, that the same may root up
abuses and enact laws.” One of the king’s
foreign half-brothers vapoured and talked loudly,
but ss for himself, he could do nothing else than
give an unconditional assent to the demands of the
barons, who thereupon promised, that if he proved
sincere, they would help him to pay his debts, and

orosecute the claims of his son in Italy. The par-
iament then dissolved, appointing an early day to
meet again at Oxford, where the commitiee of
government should be appointed, and the affairs of
the state finally adjusted.®

The present leader of the barons, and in all
Tespects the most remarkable man among them,
was the Earl of Leicester. It is evident that the
monkish ch:onlxcler- were incapaal‘e of understand-
ing or properly appreciati e extraordi
character of thyis fogggn Sagampion for Englis
liberties ; and those writers have scarcely left ma-
terials to enable us to form an accurate judgment.
Simon de Montfort was the youngest son of the
Count de Montfort in France, who had gained an
unhappy celebrity in the burbarous crusades
against the Albigenses. In right of his mother,
Anmicia, he had succeeded to the earldom of Lei-
cester; but he appears to have been little known
in England until the year 1238, when he came
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over from his native country, and married Eleanor,
the countess dowager of Pembroke, a sister of king
Henry. This match was carried by the royal
favour and authority ; for Richard, earl of Corn-
wall, the king’s brother, and many of the English
barons, tried to prevent it, on the ground that it
was not fitting a princess should be married to a
Joreign subject. But the earl had no sooner secured
his marriage, and made himself lnown in the
country, than he set himself forward as the de-
cided opponent of foreign encroachment and foreign
favourites of all kinds; and such was his ability,
that he caused people to overlook the anomaly of
his position, and to forget that he himself was a
foreigner. He not only captivated the good-will
of the English nobles, but endeared himself in an
extraordinary degree to the English people, whose
worth and 1mportance in the state he certainly
seems to have been one of the first to discoyer and
count upon. His devotional feelings—which upon
no d, that we can discover, have been re-
S:.fx: hypocritical—gained him the favour of

e clergy; his literary acquirements, so unusual
in those times, increased his influence and reputa-
tion. There seems to be no good reason for re-
fusing him the merits of a skilful politician ; and
he was a master of the art of war as it was then
understood and practised.

The favour of the king was soon turned into a
hatred as bitter as Henry’s supine and not cruel
pature was capable of : it seemed monstrous that a
foreigner should be, not a courtier, but the popular
idol—and Leicester was banished the court. He
was afterwards entrusted with the government of
Guienne, where, if he did not achieve the impossi-
bility of giving entire satisfaction to the turbulent

{ and intriguing nobles, he did good service to the

king, his master, and acquitted himself with abilitg
and honour. Henry, however, was weak enoug
to listen to the complaints of some of his southern
vassals, who did not relish the firm rule of the earl.
Leicester was hastily recalled, and his master
called him traitor to his face. Thus insulted by a
man he despised, the earl gave the lie to his sove-
reign, and told him, that, but for his kingly rank,
he would make him t the wrong he had done
him.* This hap in 1252. Leicester with-
drew for a season into Frauce, but Henry was soon
reconciled, in appearance, and the earl returned to
England, vg.lere his popnl::‘i‘t‘y inc‘l:aased in pro-

on to the growing weakness misgovern-
ﬁeft of the king. m%le wes one of the armed
barons that met in Westminster-hall, and ‘now he
was ready to follow up those derhonstrations at
Oxford. It cannot be denied ‘that measures be-
yond the ordinary course of the constitition were
necessary to control so prodigal and injudicious a
sovereign. The legal course of the constitution,
moreover, wasnot yet ascertained and defined—all
was experiment—a groping in the dark, and men,
for the present, saw no impropriety in abridging
the prerogative of a king who -had constantly

® Matt. Par; 4
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abused it, and who had so repeatedly broken his
promises, his most solemn vows, that it would have
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looked like fatuity to place the smallest trust in
him.

Oxrorp CasTiy, as it appeared in the Fifteenth Century.

On the 11th of June the parliament, which the
Royalists called the “Mad Parliament,” met at
Oxford. Having no reliance on the king, the
great barons summoned all who owed them military
service to attend in arms on the occasion. Thus
secured from the attack of the foreigners in the
king’s pay, they proceeded to their object with
great vigour and determination. The committee
of government was appointed without a murmur
on the part of the timid Henry: it consisted of
twenty-four members, twelve of whom were chosen
by the barons and twelve by the king. The king’s
choice fell upon his nephew Henry, the son of
Richard, the titular king of the Romans, upon
Guy and William, his own half-brothers, the
bishops of London and Winchester, the earls of
‘Warwick and Warenne, the abbots of Westminster
and St. Martin’s, London, on John Mansel, a
friar, and Peter of Savoy, a relation of the queen’s.
The members appointed by the barons were the
bishop of Worcester, the earls Simon of Leicester,
Richard of Gloucester, Humphrey of Hereford,
Roger of Norfolk, earl marshal ; the lords Roger
Mortimer, John Fitz - Geoffrey, Hugh Bigod,
Richard de Gray, William Bardolf, Peter de
Montfort, and Hugh Despencer. The Earl of
Leicester was at the head of this supreme council,
to the maintenance of whose ordinances the king,
and afterwards his son Edward, took a solemn
oath. The parliament then proceeded to enact
that four knights should be chosen by the votes
of the freeholders in each county, to lay before the
parliament all breaches of law and justice that
might occur; that a new sheriff should be annually
chosen by the freeholders in each county ; and that

three sessions of parliament should be held regu-
larly every year; the first, eight days after Michael-
mas; the second, the morrow after Candlemass-

. day; and the third, on the first day of June.

The benefits derived from the acts of this par-
liament were prospective rather than immediate,
for the first consequences were seven or eight
years of anarchy and confusion, the fruits of insin-
cerity and discontent on the part of the court, and
of ambition and intrigue on the part of the great
barons. Prince Edward, the heir to the throne,
the Earl of Warenne, and others, took the oaths to
the statutes or provisions of Oxford with uncon-
cealed reluctance and ill-humour. Prince Henry
openly protested that they were of no force till
his absent father, the king of the Romans, should
consent to them. “ Let your father look to him-
self,”” cried Leicester; ‘‘if he refuse to join the
barons of the kingdom in these provisions he
shall not enjoy a foot of ground in England.”
Though their leaders were liberally included
among the twenty-four guardians of the kingdom,
the foreign faction was excessively dissatisfied with
the recent changes, and said openly, and where-
ever they went, that the Acts of Oxford ought to be
set aside as illegal and degrading to the king’s
majesty ; which indeed they would have been had
Henry had any character to degrade, and had it
not been indispensable to adopt extreme pre-
cautions against the sovereign’s well-known faith-
lessness and perfidy, or fatal facility of disposition.
Irritated by their opposition and their sceret
intrigues, Leicester and his party scared the four
half-brothers of the king and a herd of their rela-
tions and retainers sout of  the: kingdom. The
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departure of these foreigners increased the pog:—
larity of the barons with the English people; but
they were seduced hy the temptations of ambition
and an easy triumph over all opposition; they
filled up the posts vacated in the committee of
government with their own adherents, leaving
scarcely & member in it to represent the king;
and they finally lodged the whole authority of
government in the hands of their council of state
and a standing committee of twelve persons.
This great power was abused, as all unlimited
power, whether held by a king or an oligarchy,
ever will be, and the barons soon disugreed among
themselves.”

A.p. 1259.—About six months after the meeting
at Oxford, Richard, king of the Romans, having
spent all his money among the Germane, was
anxious to return to England that he might .get
more. At St. Omer he was met by a messenger
from Leicester, who told him that he must not
set foot in the kingdom unless he swore before-
hand to observe the provisions of Oxford. Richard
finally gave an ungracious and most unwilling
assent: he took the oath, joined his brother, and
immediately commenced organizing an opposition
to the committee of government.t Soon after his
arrival it was seen that the barons disagreed more
than ever. The Earl of Gloucester started up as
arival to Leicester, and a violent quarrel—the first
of many—broke out between these two powerful
lords. Then there was presented a petition from
the knights of shires or counties, complaining that
the barons had held possession of-the sovereign
authority for eighteen months, and had done no
good in the way of reform. A few improvements,
chiefly ing the administration of justice,
were then enacted ; but their slender amount did
Dot satisfy the nation, and most of the barons were
more anxious for the ‘prolongation of their own
powers and profits than for anything else. By
degrees two factions were formed in the commit-
tee : when that of Gloucester obtained the ascen-
dancy, Leicester withdrew into France. Then
Gloucester would have reconciled himself with the
king; but as soon as Prince Edward saw this
he declared for Leicester, who returned. The
manceuvres and intrigues of party now become
almost a8 unintelligible as they are uninteresting—
reconciliations and breaches between the Ieicester
and Gloucester factions, and then between the
barons generally and the court—a changing and a
changing again of sides and principles, pei;!)lex
and disgrace a scene where nothing seems fixed
except Leicester's dislike and distrust of the king,
anda but somewhat vague affection among
the barons of both parties for the provisions of
Magna Charta.

A.D. 1261.—Henry, who had long rejoiced at
the division among the barons, now thought the
moment was come for escaping from their autho-
nty. Hehada dispensation in his pocket
for the oaths he taken at Oxford, and this set

® Rymer~—~Apnal, Bort.—Matt, Wes*. + Rymer,
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his conscience quite at ease. On the 2nd of
February he ventured to tell the committee of
government that, seeing the abuse they had made
of their autlmvx'itg.,l he should henceforwurd govern
without them. e then hastened to the Tower,
which had recently been repaired and strengthened,
and seized all the money in the Mint. From
behind those strong walls he ordered that the gates
of London should be closed, and that all the
citizens should swear fresh fealty to him. At
these unexpected proceedings the barons called out
their vusaﬁe:nd marched upon the capital. Prince
Edward was amusing himself in France at a tour-
nament, and it was agreed by both parties to await
his amval. He came in haste, and, instead of
joining his father in the Tower, joined the barons,
In spite of this junction, or perhaps we ought
rather to say, in consequence of it, many of the
nobles went over and joined the king, who pub-
lished the pope’s bull of dispensation, together
with a munifesto in which he set forth that he had
reigned forty-five years in peace and according to
justice, never committing such deeds of wrong and
violence as the barons had recently committed.
For a time he met with success, and Leicester
returned once more to France, vowing that he would
never trust the faith of a perjured king.*

A.D. 1263.—Another change and shifting of
parts now took place in this troubled drama: the
Earl of Gloucester was dead, and his son, a very
young man, instead of being the rival, became for
a while the bosom friend of Leicester. Prince
Edward, on the other hand, veered round to the
court, and had made himself un&opular by calling
in a foreign guard. In the month of March young
Gloucester called his retainers and confederates
together at Oxford, and the Earl of Leicester
returned to England in the month of April, and
put himself at their head. The great earl at once
raised the banner of war, and after taking several

.royal castles and towns, marched rapidly upon
London, where the mayor and the common people

declared for him. e king was safe in the
Tower; Prince Edward fled to Windsor Castle,
and the queen, his mother, attempted to escape by
water in the same direction; but, when she
proached London-bridge, 2 cry ran among the
populace, who hated her, of “ Drown the witch !”*
and filth and stones were thrown at the barge.
The mayor took Pity on her, and carried her for
to St. Paul’s.+

The king of the Romans, who, though his
hoarded treasures were exhausted, still possessed
considerable influence, contrived to effect a hollow
reconciliation between the barons and his un-
warlike brother, who yielded everything,—only
reserving to himself the usual resource of breaking
his compact as soon as circumstances should seem
favourable. It is true his subjects had repeatedly
exacted too much; but it is equally certain that
he never made the smallest concession to them
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in good faith, and with a determination of re-
specting it. Foreigners were once more banished
tK:c kingdom, and the custody of the royal castles
was again entrusted to Leicester and bhis asso-
ciates. This was done, and peace and amity
were sworn in July, but by the month of October
the king wes in arms against the barons, and
nearly succeeded in taking Leicester a prisoner.
This new crisis was mainly attributable to a con-
dition exacted by that great earl, that the autho-
rity of the committee of government should not
only last for the lifetime of the king, but be pro-
longed during the reign of his successor. Up to
this point Prince Edward had pretended a great
respect for his oath, professing to doubt whether
an absolution from Rome could excuse perjury;
and he had frequently protested that, having sworn
to the provisions of Oxford, he would religiousl
keep that vow ; but this last measure removed
his scruples, and denouncing the barons as rebels,
traitors, and usurpers, he openly declared against
them and all their statutes.

A.D. 1264.—To stop the horrors of a civil
war some of the bishops induced both parties to
refer their differences to the arbitration of the
French king. The conscientious and justice-loving
Louis IX. pronounced his award in the beginning
of February: he insisted on the observance of the

charter ; but otherwise his decision was in

vour of the king, as he set aside the provisions
of Oxford, ordered that the royal castles should
be restored, and that the sovereign should have
full power of choosing his own ministers and
officers, whether from among foreigners or natives.
The barons, who were better acquainted than
Louis with the character of their king, well knew
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that if the securities they had exacted (with too
grasping a hand, perhaps) were all given up, the
s:vinionl of the national charters would be

pised, as they were previously to the parlia-
ment of Oxford, and they therefore resolved not to
be bound by the award, which they insisted had
been obtained through the unfair influence of the
wife of Louis, who was sister-in-law to King Henry.
The civil war was therefore renewed with more fury
than ever. The strength of the royalists lay in the
counties of the north and the extreme west,—that
of the barons in the midland counties, the south-
east, the Cinque Ports, and, above all, in the city
of London and its neighbourhood. At the tolling
of the great bell of St. Paul’s, the citizens of Lon-
don assembled as an armed host, animated by one
daring spirit. In the midst of this excitement
they fell upon the unfortunate Jews, and, after
plundering them, massacred above 500, men, wo-
men, and children, in cold blood. In other parts
of the kingdom the royalists robbed and murdered
the Jews under pretext of their being friends to the
barons, and the barons’ party did the like, alleging
thut they were allied with the king, and that they
kept Greek fire hid in their houses in order to
destroy the friends of liberty.*

The opening of the campaign was in favour ot
the royalists, but their fortunes changed when they
advanced to the southern coast and endeavoured to
win over the erful Cinque Ports. Leicester,
who had remained quietly in London organising

his forces, at length marched from the capital with
the resolution of fighting a decisive battle. He
found the king at Lewes, in Sussex,—a bad posi-

,+—which Henry, relying on his
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superiority of numbers, did not quit on the earl’s
Leicester encamped on the downs about
two miles from Lewes. Whether in war or peace,
he had always been an exact observer of the rites
of religion: he now endeavoured (and, it should
appear, with full success) to impress his followers
with the belief that the cause in which they were
was the cause of Heaven, as well as that
of liberty : the king, he said, was obnoxious to God
by reason of his many perjuries: he ordered his
men to wear & white cross on the breast as if they
were crusaders engaged in a holy war; and his
friend, the Bishop of Chichester, gave a general
absolution to the army, together with assurances
thet all those who fell in battle would be welcomed
in Heaven as martyrs. On the following morning,
the 14th of May, leaving a strong reserve on the
downs, be descended into the hollow. The two
armies soon joined battle : on the king’s side were the
great houses of Bigod and Bohun, all the foreigners
in the kingdom, the Percys with their warlike bor-
derers, and from beyond the borders, John Comyn,
John Baliol, and Robert Bruce,—names that were
soon to appéar in a very different drama. On the
Earl’s side were Gloucester, Derby, Warenne, the
Despencers, Robert de Roos, William Marmion,
Richard Grey, John Fitz-John, Nicholas Seagrave,
Godfrey de Lucy, John de Vescy, and others of noble
lineage and estates. Prince Edward, who was
destined to acquire the rudiments of ﬂ;ar in t_;x;
hter of his own subjects, began the battle
?Eﬁgd y upon a body of Londoners, who
had gladly followed Leicester to the field. This
burgher militia could not stand against the trained
cavalry of the prince, who chased and slew them by
heaps. Eager to take a bloody vengeance for the in-
sults the Londoners had offered his mother, Edward
spurred forward, regardless of the manceuvres of
the other divisions of the royalist army, He wasas
yet a young soldier, and the experienced and skilful
leader of the barons made him pay dearly for his
mistake. Leicester made a concentrated attack on
the king, beat him most completely, and taok him
prisoner, with his brother the of the Romans,
John Comym, and Robert Bruce, before the prince
returned from his h pursuit. When Edward
arrived at the field of battle, he saw it covered with
the slain of his own lputg;.md learned that his
father, with many nobles besides those just men-
tioned, were in Leicester’s hands, and shut up in
the priory of Lewes. Before he could recover him-
self, he was charged by a body of horse, and made
risoner. The Earl Warenne, with the king’s
f-brothers who were again in England, fled to
Pevensey, whence they escaped to the continent.®
The victory of the barons does not seem to have
been disgraced by cruelty, but it is said to have cost
the lives of more than 5000 Englishmen, who fell
on the field. On the following morning, a treaty,
or the “ Mise of Lewes,” as it was called, was
concluded. It was that Edward and his
cousin Henry, the son of the king of the Romane,
® Matt. Par,—Wykes.— West.—Chron. Dunst.
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should remain as hosbs¥es for their fathers, and that
the whole quarrel should be again submitted to a
peaceful arbitration. But Leicester, who had now
the right of the strongest, kept both the king
and his brother prisoners as well as their sons,
and, feeling his own greatness, began to be less
tractable.  Although the poPe excommunicated
him and his party, the e regarded the sen-
tel:f;y wig:) iadiﬁ'erence; and many b?)fh the native
c ,who h longbeend’u:iuowl with poj
and king, praised him in their sermons asp e
reformer of abuses, the protector of the oppressed,
the father of the poor, the saviour of his country,
the avenger of the church. Thus supported, and
indeed carried forward by a boundless popularity,
he soon forced all such barons as held out for the
king to surrender their castles and submit to the
judgment of their peers. These men were con-
demned merely to short periods of exile in Ireland :
not one suffered death, or chains, or forfeiture, and
the age was not so generally improved in humanity
as to have enforced this mildness, had the earl
himself not been averse to cruelty. Every act of
government was still performed in the name of the
king, whose captivity was made so light as to be
scarcely apparent, and who was treated with every
outward demonstration of respect. The queen had
retired to the continent before the battle of Lewes,
and having busied herself in collecting a host of
foreign mercenaries, in which she was greatly
assisted by the active sympathies of foreign princes,
who saw in the proceedings of the English barons
nothing but the degradation of a crowned head, she
now lay at Damme, in Flanders, almost ready to
cross over and renew the civil war. The steps
taken by Leicester show at -once his entire con-
fidence in the good-will of the nation, and his

nal bravery and activity: he summoned the
whole force of the country, from castles and towns,
cities, and boroughs, to meet in arms on Barham
Downs, and, having encamped them there, he
threw himself among the mariuers of England, and,
taking the command of a fleet, cruised Letween the
English and Flemish coasts to meet the invaders at
ses. But the queen’s fleet never ventured out of
port; her land forces disbanded, and that enter-
prise fell to the ground.

The ruin of Leicester was effected by very different
means : confident in his talents and popularity, he
ventured to display too marked a superiority above
his fellows in the same cause: this excited hostile
feelings in several of the barons, whose jealousies
and pretensions were skilfully worked upon by
Prince Edward, who had by this time been removed
from Dover Castle, into which he had been thrown
after the battle of Lewes, and placed with his
father, in the enjoyment of considerable personal
liberty, by the order of a parliament which Lei-
cester had summoned expressly to consider his
case in the beginning of the present year (1265),
and which is memorable in the history of the con-
stitution as the first in which we have certain evi-
dence of the appearance of_ representatives from
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the cities and boroughs. The Earl of Derby
opened a correspondence with the prince, and the
Earl of Gloucester set himself up as a rival to
Montfort, and then, by means of his brother,
Thomas de Clare, who had been placed about the
prince’s person, concerted a plan for releasing
Edward. ‘This plan was successful; and on
Thursday in Whitsun week the prince escaped
on a fleet horse which had been conveyed to him,
and joined the Earl of Gloucester at Ludlow, where
the royal banner was raised. The prince was
made to swear that he would respect the charters,
govern according to law, and expel foreigners;
and it was upon these express counditions that
Gloucester surrendered to him the command of
the troops. This earl was a vain, weak, young
man, but his jealous fury against Leicester could
not blind him to the obvious fact that but few of
the nobility would make any sacrifices for the royal
cause unless their attachment to counstitutional
liberty were gratified by such pledges.

About the same time Earl Warenne, who had
escaped from the battle of Lewes, landed in
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South Wales with one hundred and twenty knights
and a troop of archers; and other royalist chiefs
rose in different parts of the country, according to
a plan which seems to have been suggested by the
military sagacity of Prince Edward. The Earl of
Leicester, keeping good hold of the king, remaiued
at Hereford, while his eldest son, Simon de Mont-
fort, with a part of his army, was in Susser.
The object of the prince was to prevent the junc-
tion of these separated forces, and to keep the
earl on the right bank of the Severn. Edward
destroyed all the bridges and boats on that river,
and secured the fords; but, after some skilful
manceuvres, the earl crossed the Severn, and en-
camped near Worcester, where he expected his
son would join him. But Simon’s conduct in war
was not equal to his father’s, for he allowed himself
to be surprised by night near Kenilworth, where
Edward took his horses and treasure, and most of
his knights, and forced him to take refuge, almost
naked, in the castle there, the principal residence
of the De Montfort family. The earl, still hoping
to meet his on’s forces, advanced to Evesham, on

Evesaan.

the river Avon: on the morning of the 4th of
August, as he looked towards the hills in the
direction of Kenilworth, he saw his own standards
advancing :—his joy, however, was but momentary,
for he discovered, when too late to retreat, that
they were his son’s banners in the hands of his
enemies, and nearly at the same time he saw the
heads of columns showing themselves on either
flank and in his rear. These well-conceived com-
bined movements had been executed with unusual

precision,—the earl was surrounded,—every road
was blocked up. As he observed the skilful way
in which the hostile forces were disposed, he uttered
the complaint so often used by old generals,—
““They have learned from me the art of war,” he
exclaimed ; and then, it is said, he added, *The
Lord have mercy on our souls, for I see our bodies
are Prince Edward’s.”” He did not, however,
neglect the duties of the commander, but marshalled
his men in the best manner, ) He then spent a
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short time in prayer, and took the sacrament, as
was his wont, before going into battle. Having
failed in an attempt to force the road to Kenil-
worth, he formed in a solid circle on the summit
of a hill, and several times repulsed the charges of
bis foes, who gradually closed round him, attacking
at all points. The king being in the earl’s camp
when the royalists appeared, was encased in armour
which concealed his features, and was put upon a
war-horse. In one of the charges the imbecile
old man was dismounted and in danger of beihg
shin, but he cried out, “ Hold your hand, I am
Harry of Winchester ;> and tbe prince, who hap-
to be near, ran to his rescue, and carried
im out of the melée. Leicester's horse was
killed under him, but the earl rose ubhurt from
his fall, and fought bravely on foot: a body of
Welsh were broken and fled, and the number of
his enemies still seemed to increase on all sides.
He then asked the royalists if they gave quarter?
and was told that there was no quarter for traitors :
his gallant son Henry wes killed before his eyes,
the bravest and best of his friends fell in heaps
around him, and at last the great earl himself died
with his sword in his hand.®
The hatred of the royalists was too much
inflamed to admit of the humanities and usages of
chivalry : no prisoners were taken ; the slaughter,
usually confined to the “ meaner sort,” who could
not pay rausom, was extended to the noblest and
wealthiest ; and all the barons and knights of
Leicester’s party, to the number of one huudred
and eighty, were despatched. + The historians
who praise the clemency of the royal party, by
whom “no blood was shed on the scaffold,” seem
to overlook the fact that all their dangerous ene-
mies were butchered at Evesham, and that little
blood was left to be shed by the executioner. Not
even death could save Leicester from their barba-
rous vengeance: they mutilated his body in a
manner too brutal and disgusting to be described,
and so presented it, as an acceptable spectacle, to
8 noble lady, the wife of the Lord Roger Mor-
timer, one of the earl’s deadly enemies. *The
people of England,”” says Holinshed cautiously,
“conceived an opinion that the earl being thus
thin fighting in defence of the liberties of the
realm and performance of his oath, as they took it,
died a martyr ; which, by the bruited holiness of
his past life, and the miracles ascribed to him after
his death, was greatly confirmed in the next age:
but the fear of the king’s displeasure stayed the
people from hastily honouring him as a saint at
this time, where otherwise they were inclined
greatly thereto, reputing him for no less in their con-
science, as in secret talk they did not hesitate to
say.”” This popular reverence was not evanescent ;
for many years after, when men could speak out
without danger, they called the earl “Sir Simon
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the Righteous,” and complained of the church
because it would not canonise him.

. After the decisive victory of Evesham, the king,
resuming the sceptre, went to Warwick, where he
was joined by his brother the king of the Romans,
who, with many other prisoners taken by Leicester
at Lewes, now first recovered his liberty. Early
in the next month, on the * Feast of the Translation
of St. Edward,” a parliament assembled at Win-
chester. Here it was seen that, even in the
moment of success, the king could not venture to
revoke any part of the great charter. His victory
had been achieved by the arms of English barons,
who, generally speaking, had concurred in the
former measures against his faithless government,
and whose opposition to the Earl of Leicester’s
too great power, had in no sense weakened their
love of constitutional safeguards, or their hatred of
an absolute king. Led away, however, by per-
sonal animosities, the parliament of Winchester
passed some severe sentences against the family
and partisans of the late earl, and deprived the
citizens of London of their charter.

A desperate resistance was thus provoked, and
successive insurrections broke out in different parts
of the kingdom. Simon de Montfort and his
associates maintained themselves for a long time in
the isles of Ely and Axholm; the Cinque Ports
refused to submit ; the castle of Kenilworth defied
several royal armies; and Adam Gourdon, a most
warlike baron, maintained himself in the forests of
Hampshire. Prince Edward’s valour and ability
had full occupation for nearly two years, and at
last it was found necessary to relax the severity of
government, and grant easier terms to the van-
quished, in order to obtain the restoration of in-
ternal tranquillity. With this view, a committee
was appointed of twelve bishops and baruns, and
their award, called the “ Dictum de Kenilworth,”
was confirmed Ly the king and parliament. The
Earl of Gloucester, whose personal quarrel with
Leicester had been the chief cause of the overthrow
of the baronial oligarchy, and the restoration of
Henry, quarrelled with the king, and once more
took up arms, alleging, that even the Dictum de
Kenilworth was too harsh, and that the court was
seeking to infringe the provisions of Oxford, and
breaking the promises given on the field of Eves-
ham. The dissatisfied Londoners made common
cause with him, and received him within their
walls, but losing. heart at the approach of the
king's army, Gloucester opened negotiations, and
submitted, on condition of receiving a full pardon
for himself. At the same time, the Londoners
compounded for a fine of 25,000 marks. The
pope most laudably endeavoured to diffuse the
spirit of mercy and moderation : he told the king,
who was not naturally inclined to that, or to any
other strong passions, that revenge was unworthy
of a Christian, and that clemency was the best
support of a throne,  All this, with the determined
aspect of the le, whenever harsh measures
were threatened, produced -a- salutary ‘effect; ‘and
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the gallantry and generosity shown by Prince Ed-
arg:d on one occasion,ltcyiid morebyin subduing
opposition than a hundred executions on the scaf-
fold could have done. In a battle fought in a
wood near Alton, the prince engaged Adam Gour-
don hand to hand, and vanquished that redoubtable
knight in fair single combat. When Adem was
brought to the ground instead of d hing him,
he generously gave him his life: on that ve
night he introduced him to the queen at Guilfcr?;
procured him his pardon, received him into his
own especial favour, and was’ from that time for-
ward most faithfully served by Sir Adam.*

A.p, 1267. On the 18th of November, two

ears and three months after the battle of Eves-
ham, the king, in parliament at Marlborough,
adopted some of the most valuable of the provi-
sions of the Earl of Leicester, and enacted other
good laws. Thus all resistance was disarmed, and
the patriots or the outlaws in the Isle of Ely, who
were the last to submit, threw down their arms,
and accepted the conditions of the Dictum of
Kenilworth, which they saw had been faithfully
observed with respect to others. Assoon as the
country was thoroughly tranquillised, Prince Ed-
ward and his cousin Henry, the son of the king of
the Romane, took the cross; in which they were
followed by nearly one hundred and fifty Eng-
lish lords and knights. Exhortation and example
urged them to this step. Ottoboni, the pope’s
legate, who had been very instrumental in restoring
peace in the land, had earnestly and eloquently
recommended the crusade; and Louis IX., who
was soon to be called ¢ Saint Louis,” had departed
a second time for the East.

Having taken many precautionary measures in
case his father should die during his absence, and
having most wisely obtained the grant of a new
charter, with the restoration of their liberties, to
the citizens of London, and a free pardon to a few
nobles who still lay under the king’s ban, Edward .
departed with his wife Eleanor, his cousin Henry,
and his knights, in the month of July, 1270.
Many of the choicest chivalry of England left their
bones to bleach on the Syrian shore ; but the fate
of Henry d’Almaine, as they called the son of the
king of the Romans, was more tragical as well as
much more unusual. Being despatched back to
England on a secret mission by his cousin Edward,
he took the road through Italy, and loitered in the
city of Viterbo, to witness the election of a new
poie One morning, at an early hour, as he was
at his prayers in a church, he heard a well-known
voice exclaiming, * Thou traitor, Henry '—thou
shalt not escape!” Turning round, he saw his
two cousins, Simon and Guy de Montfort, who,
with their mother, the Countess of Leicester, King
Henry’s own sister, had been driven out of Eng-
land, and who considered the king of the Romans
as the bitterest enemy of their house. They were
in complete armour, and waved their naked swords
over their defenceless victim. He clung to the

® Contin, Matt, Par.
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holy altar before which he was kneeling, and
two priests threw themselves between him and
them. But nothing could save him from the fury
of his cousins: the two priests lost their lives in
their generous endeavours to protect him; and,
pierceg with many wounds, he was out of
the church, when the murderers mutilated his
body in horrid revenge for the treatment of their
father’s corpse at Evesham. They then mounted
their horses and rode away, being it is
said, by Count Aldo ini, whose daughter had
been married to Guy, one of the assassins.® That
vain old man, the king*of th:l R]oma:}s, was re
joicing in the possession or displa s young
German bride he had just mamed):andwnsmll
flattering himself with the hopes of the imperial
crown, which had now deluded his mng:’mncn for
fifteen long years, when the melancholy catas-
trophe of iis son reminded him of the vanity of
human wishes. He did not long survive the shock:
he died in the month of December, 1271; and in
the following winter his brother, the king of Eng-
land, followed him to the grave, expiring at West-
minster, after a long illness and t demonstrs-
tions of piety, on the feast of St. Edmund, the 16th

of November, 1272. He had rebuilt the abbey
church of St. Peter's from the foundation, and he
had removed the bones of Edward the Confessor

into a golden shrine. According to hie wish, they

therefore carried his body to that stately church,

and laid it in the very grave which the remains of
his saintly predecessor had once occupied. Before
his body was lowered to its last resting-place, the
Earl of Gloucester, putting his bare hand upon it,
swore fealty to the absent Edward ; and the rest of
the barons present followed his exmngl;;n Henry
had lived sixty-eight years, and had fifty-six
years a king—at least in name. :

Epwagp I. suRNAMED LoNGsHANKS.,

Frou the Abbey Church of Westminster the
barons, who had attended his father’s funeral,
went to the new Temple and laimed the
absent Edward by the style of * King of England,
Lord of Ireland, and Duke of Aquitaine.”” This

was on Sunday, the 20th of November, four days

after the demise of Henry. A new great seal was
made ; Walter de Merton was appointed chan-
cellor; Walter Gifford, archbishop of York, the
Earl of Cornwall, a survivin% son of Richard,
king of the Romans, and the Earl of Gloucester,
assumed conjointly the office of guardians or
regents of the kingdom, and such wise measures
were taken that the public peace was in no way
disturbed ; and the accession of Edward, though
he was far away, and exposed to the chances of
war and shipwreck, was more tranquil than that
of any preceding king since the Conquest.

When Edward departed on the crusade he
found that the French king, instead of sailing for

® Rymer.—Wykes.~-Muratorl, Annali,
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Syria or Palestine, had turned aside to attack the
Mussulman king or bey of Tunis. The kings of
Sicily had some old claims to tribute from this
African state, and the Italian crown, after hovering
over the heads of so many princes, had at last
settled on that of Charles of Anjou, who, with
the assistance of the pope, won it from Manfred,
the illegitimate Suabian, at the battle of the
Grandella, fought near Benevento, in the year
1266. This Charles was the ferocious, unworthy

brother of the amisble Louis IX.; and it is
generally, supposed that, for his own selfish
ambition and interests, he craftily induced the
French king to turn his arms against Tunis;
though it is also probable that the exaggerated
accounts of the wealth of that city acted as a
strong temptation with the crusaders in general.
Louis landed on the African shore in the midst of
summier, and took the camp and town of Carthage ;
but the excessive heat of the climate, the want of
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provisions, and even of wholesome water, and
pestilential miasmata from bogs and swamps, soon
caused dreadful maladies among his host. The
king himself was attacked by a fatal dysentery,
and he laid himself down to die among the ruins
and ents of ancient C The super-
stition of this excellent man was the fault of the
age in which he lived; but the better part of his
devotion, his resignation, and magnanimity, will
have a claim to reverence in all ages. As long as
he could act he submitted to every privation, en-
countered - every risk, in order to alleviate the
sufferings of his poorest followers, who died round
him by hundreds. When he could no.longer
move, and when he was himself suffering agonies,
he incessantly occupied his still unclouded intellect
in devising means for mitigating the pains of
others : with his dying breath he endeavoured to
reanimate the courage of his family and of his
officers, who were weeping about his bed. “My
friends,” said he, “I have finished my course,—
grieve not for me. It is natural that I, as your
chief, should march off first. You must all
follow me in time,—keep yourselves ready for the

journey.” ¢
When Prince Edward arrived he found that
Louis was dead, and that more than half of his
army had perished by disease. The survivors had,
however, made advantageous terms with the Bey
of Tunis, and showed little inclination to leave
that country and encounter fresh dangers in Pales-
tine. The English then re-crossed the Mediter-
ranean to Sicily (a short voyage of 150 miles) ;
but Edward would not renounce his project, or
return home. He passed the winter at Trapani,
vowing that, though all his soldiers should desert
him, he would go to Acre attended only by Fowen,
his groom. Early in the following spring he set
sail from Sicily, and he landed at Acre, which was
now almost the only residue of the crusaders’
conquests in the East, with a force which did not
exceed a thousand men. But the fame of Richard
was still bright on those shores; and, while the
Mahomedans trembled, the Christians gathered
round the standard of the successor of Lion-heart,
to whom Edward was scarcely inferior in physical
strength and while he was his superior in
* coolness and policy, and probably also in military
science. Bondocar, the sultan of Babylon, who had
prepared to take that city by assault, immediately
retreated from the vicinity of Acre, and, crossing
the Desert, went into Egypt. Edward advanced,
and obtained temporary possession of Nazareth,
which was tuken by storm. Eighty years had
elapsed since Richard’s massacres of Acre, and
nearly two hundred since the first capture of
Jerusalemn by the Christians of the West ; but the
crusaders had made little progress in humanity,
and the slaughter committed on the Moslems,
under the eye of Edward at Nazareth, was only
less atrocious than the butchery at Jerusalem,
because the scene was more confined, aud the

® Lo Sire de Jolnville,
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place.had fewer Turkish inhabitants. The prince,
and many of the English with him, were soon after
attacked with sickness, and returned to Acre,
where they lingered some fifteen months, doing
little or nothing ; for the first enthusiasm among
the Latin Christians had subsided upon seeing that
Edward had scarcely any money, and received no
reinforcements. He had never been able to
collect more than seven thousand armed men,
and this mixed force could not be kept together

for any length of time. The English chivalry

distinguished itself l;y many feats of arms, and
revived the glory of the national name; but,
after all, the only other solid advantages gained
were the capture of two castles and the surprise
and partial plunder of a caravan. The Mahom-
medans were not strong enough to attack Acre,
which, chiefly by Edward’s means, was so strength-
ened as to be enabled to defy them for twenty years
longer, when the Mamelukes of Egypt took it and
drove the crusaders and their descendants from
every part of the Holy Land. Edward on his side
was always too weak to attempt any extensive
operations. His presence, however, both annoyed
and distressed the Turks, and an attempt was made
to get rid of him by assassination. The emir of
Jafta, under pretence of embracing the Christian
religion, opened a correspondence with the English
prince, and gradually gained his confidence. The
emir sent letters and presents, till his messengers
were allowed to pass and repass without examina-
tion or suspicion. On the Friday of Whitsun
week, about the hour of vespers, as Edward was
reclining on a couch with nothing on him but a
loose robe, the emir’s messenger made his usual
salam at the door of his apartment: he was ad-
mitted ; and as he knelt and presented a letter with
one hand, he drew a concealed dagger with the
other, and aimed a blow at the prince’s heart.
Edward, though wounded, caught the murderer in
his iron grasp, threw him to the ground, and de-
spatched him with his own weapon. The prince’s
wound was not deep, but the dagger had been
smeared with poison: when he learned this fact,
’l}'ehmade his will, and gave himself up as lost.
e English soldiers would have taken a horrid
vengeance upon the poor Turks in their power,
but he restrained their fury, and made them reflect
on what might befal the helpless Christian pil-
grims then at Jerusalem. Fortunately there was
at Acre an English surgeon with skill and nerve
enough to pare away the sides of the wound; and
the grand master of the Templars sent some pre-
cious drugs to stop the progress of the venom.
The piety, the affectionate attentions of his loving
wife Eleanor may have contributed very effectually
to his cure, but there is no good ground for believ-
ing that she sucked the poison from her husband’s
wound.*
Henry had already implored his son to return
® Hemingford.—~Chron. Pepini in Muratori.—Matt. West.—Wykes,
The story of Eleanor's sucking the wound is not meuntioned by any

chronicler living near the time; /It seems to be of Spanish origin,
aud to have been first mentioned a century or two after the time,
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to England, and now Edward gladly listened to
proposals of peace made by the sultan, who was
so much engaged with other wars in the interior as
to have little time to spare for the prosecution of
hostilities on the coast. A truce was therefore con-
cluded for ten years, and then Edward sailed again
for Sicily. Theobald, Archdeacon of Liege, who
had accompanied the prince to Palestine, had been
recalled some months before from Acre to fill the
vacant chair of St.Peter. At Trapani, Edward
received an earnest invitation from his old com-
Eanion and steadfast friend, now Gregory X., to visit

im at Rome. The prince crossed the Faro of
Messina to travel by land through the Italian
peninsula. At a mountain village in Calabria he
met messengers, by whom he was informed, for the
first time, of the death of his father. He had
recently lost an infant son whom Eleanor had borne
him in Syria ; and Charles of Anjou, who had now
returned from Tunis, and had little tenderness for
any one, expressed his surprise that he should
grieve more for the death of his old father than for
that of his own offspring. * The loss of my child,”
said Edward, “is a loss which I may hope to
repair, but the death of a father is a loss irrepar-
able* By the month of February, 12173, he was
at Rume, but his friend the pope being absent, he
staid only two days in the Eternal City, and then
turned aside to Civita Vecchia) where the pope
received him with honour and affection. Edward
demanded justice on the assassins of Henry d’Al-
maine ; but Simon de Montfort, one of them, had
gone to account for his crimes before a higher
tribunal; Aldobrandini was too powerful to be
rigorously examined, and was not a principal in the
murder ; and as Guy de Montfort had absconded,
the king of England was obliged to be satisfied
with a very imperfect vengeance. Leaving the
pontiff, he continued his journey through Italy, and
he was received in triumph at every town. The
admiring Milanese presented him with some fine
horses and purple mantles. His exploits in Pa-
lestine, limited as they had been, had gained him
the reputation of being the Champion of the Cross ;
the dangerous wound he had received (if he had
died of it he would have been enrolled among saints
and martyrs) created an additional sympathy in his
favour, and, as if people knew he would be the last
king to embark in the crusades, he was hailed with
extraordinary enthusiusm. It was the bright, broad
flash of the flame about to sink into the socket. In
a few years the passion for the crusades, which had
animated all Europe for more than two centuries,
was utterly extinct. On crossing the Alps, Edward
was met by a deputation from England. He
travelled on to Paris, where he was courteously
Teceived by his cousin, Philip le Hardi, and did
homage to that king for the lands which he held of
him in France. ’

Notwithstanding the tranquil state of the coun-
try, and the loyal disposition of his subjects, it
must excite some surprise to see, that after so

¢ Walsingham.—Trivet.,
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long an absence, Edward had no anxiety to
reach England.®* Instead of crossing the Channel,
he turmed back from Paris, where he had staid
a fortnight, and went to Guienne. The mo-
tives generally assigned for his protracted stay
on the continent are, his wish to await the deci-
sions of a general council of the church, which
the pope had summoned to meet at Lyons, and
the distracted state of Guienne, which province
seems never to have been tranquil for a year at a
time. Butit is pretty evident that the English
king entertained suspicions of Philip, who was a
far less couscientious sovereign than his father,
Louis IX., who had been severely blamed by the
French, for not taking advantage of the weakness
of Henry to drive the English out of all their con-
tinental possessions. The dark shadows of some
deep and disgraceful intrigues are visible; and it
seems to us, that when the pope warned Edward
against the swords of assassing, he did not appre-
hend danger from the ruined and fugitive Guy de
Montfort, so much as from more prosperous and
more powerful agents. In the month of May,
1274, while the English king was in Guienne, he
received a challenge, couched in all the nice terms
and circumlocutions of chivalry, from the Count of
Chalons, to meet him lance to lance in a tourna-
ment. This fashion was then at its height, and
knights and nobles of high renown and princes
royal were accustomed to defy each other in the
name of God, of the blessed Virgin Mary, and
of their respective saints and mistresses, and to
invite one another out of love and reverence, to
joustings and tiltings, which often terminated in
blood and death or tractured limbs. Edward con-
sidered himself bound in honour as a true knight
to accept the count’s challenge, and, on the ap-
pointed day he entered the lists, as stalwart and
fearless a combatant as ever sat in saddle. He
was attended by a thousand champions; but the
Count of Chalons rode to the spot with nearly two
thousand. Whispers of bad faith on the part of
the count had already been heard, and the sight of
this unfair advantage probably confirmed the worst
suspicions of the English. The image of war was
converted into its stern reality—a sanguinary
battle ensued, in which the foot-soldiers took part
as well as the knights. The English crossbow-
men drove the French infantry from the field, and
then mixing with the English horse, who were far
outnumbered by their opponents, they overthrew
many of the count’s knights by stabbing their
horses or cutting their saddle-girths—two opera-
tions against all rule, and deemed infamous in the
code of chivalry. The count himself, a man re-
nowned for his physical strength, after chargin

Edward several times with his lance, rode in, an

grasping the king round the neck, endeavoured to

® He had witten letters expressing some fear of the Londoners,
and had several times commanded the “ mayor, sheriffs, and com-
mons” most carefully to keep the peace of the city. The measures
adopted in cousequence were more vigorous than All persona
suspected of haviog been partissns of the Earl of Leicester were
huuted down in every ward, and, without form of triul or examinas
tion, thrown into prison till Edward’s return.
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unseat him. Edward sate like a rock, and gave
the proper touch with the spur;—his war-horse
sprang forward, the count was pulled out of his
saddle, and hurled to the ground with a dreadful
shock. He was remounted by some of his knights ;
but, sorely bruised and stupified by his fall, he
cried out for quarter. Edward was so enraged,
that he kept hammering on the iron armour of his
suppliant foe ‘for some time, and at last rejected
his sword, and made him surrender to a common
foot-soldier—an extremity of disgrace which the
count, had he been a true knight, would have
avoided at the cost of life. The English had
the best of the affray, taking many knights, who
were obliged to ransom their persons, their arms,
and their horses (where any were left alive), and
slaying many of the French footmen—* because
they were but rascals, and no great account was
made of them.” The whole affair was so fierce
and sanguinary, that it afterwards went by the
name of the little war of Chalons. *

A.p. 1274. Edward now turned his thoughts
towards England, and sent orders to prepare for
his coronation. If these orders were obeyed, the
coronation-feast must have been a sublime speci-
men of a well-loaded table; for 380 head of cattle,
430 sheep, 450 pigs, 18 wild boars, 278 flitches of
bacon, and 19,660 capons and fowls were ordered
by the king for this solemn occasion.t As he tra-
velled. through France, Edward stopped at the
pleasant town of Montreuil, to settle some differ-
ences which had long existed betwcen the English

* Hemings.~West.—~Trivet.—Ilolinshed. t Rymer,
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and Flemings, and which had curiously committed
the commercial interests of both countries. For
several reigns the counts of Flanders had been
accustomed to let upon hire certain bands or troops
of foot-soldiers to the kings of England. These
contracts ceased altogether during the reign of
Henry I1I.; but, some time before the death of
that sovereign, Margaret, the reigning countess,
claimed payment of a large sum as arrears, and
%ressed her claim so rudely, that she seized all the

nglish wool—then our great article of export—
that could be found in her dominions. Hen:
retaliated, by seizing all the manufactured Flemish
cloths in England, and strictly forbade all trade
between the two countries. He enticed over some
Flemish clothiers, but their number was insuffi-
cient; and it is said, that -as the English were
unskilled in the arts of dyeing cloths, they for
gome time wore their coats of the natural colour of
the fleece. The Flemings stood in still greater
need of our wool, wanting which their looms
remained idle, and their artisans were beggared.
The countess, who lost immensely by this stoppage
of trade, now offered a public apology to Edward,
and entreated that the commercial relations of the
country might be renewed. The king, who, much
to his credit, took the advice of some London
merchants of good repute, immediately made up
the quarrel ; the countess agreed to certain repara-
tions, and the trade was renewed.

On the 2nd of August, 1274, after an absence
of more than four years, Edward landed at Dover,
aud on the 19th of the same month, * after the

(uezzn Erzaxos. From her Tumb in Westminster Abbey.
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feast of the Assumption,” he was crowned, together
with his high-minded wife, in Westminster Abbey.
On their entrance into London they were * received
with all joy that might be devised : the streets were
hurig with rich cloths of silk, arras, and tapestry;
the aldermen and burgesses of the city threw out
of their windows handfulls of gold and silver, to
signify the great gladness which they had con-
ceived of his safe return; the conduits ran plenti-
fully with white wine and red, that each creature
might drink his fill.”’* The nation was proud of
the valour and fame of their king, who was now
in the prime of mature manhood, being in his
thirty-sixth year; and the king had good reason to
be proud of the affection, loyalty, and prosperity of
the nation. '

The government, however, was poor and embar-
rassed, and, in spite of all pretexts, this circum-
stance seems to have been the real whetstone of
the animosity which Edward showed immediately
after his accession to one class of his subjects,—
the unhappy Jews. The rest of the nation were
now tolerably well protected from arbitrary spo-
liation by the great charter and the power of par-
liaments; but the miserable Israelites, considered
unworthy of a participation in the laws and rights
of a Christian people, were left naked to oppres-
sion, no hand or tongue being raised in their
defence, and the mass of the people rejoicing
in their ruin. As a zealous crusader, Edward
detested all unbelievers, and his religious anti-
pathies went hand-in-hand with his rapacity, and
probably justified its excesses in hisown eyes. The
coin had been clipped and adulterated for many
years, and the king chose to cunsider the Jews as
the sole or chief authors of this crime.4 Tobring a
Jew before a Christian tfibunal was almost the same
thing as to sign his desth-warrant, Two hundred
and eighty of both sexes were hanged in London
alone, and many victims also suffered in every
other town where they resided. As it was so com-
mon, clipped money might be found upon every
person in the kingdom ; but once discovered in the
possession of an Israelite, it was taken as an irre-
fragable proof of guilt. The houses and the whole
property of every Jew that suffered went to the
crown, which thus had an interest in multiplying
the number of convictions. Even before these
judicial proceedings, the king prohibited the Jews
from taking interest for money lent, from building
synagogues, and buying lands or any free tene-
ments, He put a capitation or poll-tax upon thera,
similar to the kharatch which the grand-signior
exacts from his Christian subjects : E:nset a dis-
tinctive and odious badge upon their dress, that
they might be known from all others,—another
Turkish custom, which in its time has been the
cuige of infinite suffering. Thirteen years later,
when Edward was engaged in expensive foreign
wars, and the parlinment, in ill humour thereat,
stinted his supplies, he ordered the seizure of every

¢ Holinshed.
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Jew in England; and on an appointed day, men,
women, and children,—every living creature in
whose veins the ancient blood of the tribes was
known or supposed to flow,—were brutally arrested
and cast into loathsome dungeons. There seems
to have been no parity of justice on this occa-
sion, and the Jews purchased their enlargement by
a direct payment of the sum of 12,000/ to the
king. Edward might have continued to make
good use of them from time to time in this manner,
as most of his predecessors had done, but his
fanaticism overcame his avidity for money, or, pro-
bably, he wanted a large sum at once, for he was
now in the midst of his scheme for the subjugation
of Scotland, and had just married two of his
daughters. It was in the year 1290, soon after the
sitting of a parliament at Westminster, that his
proclamation went forth commanding all the Jews,
under the penalty of death, to quit the kingdom for
ever, within the space of two months. Their total
number was considerable, for though long robbed
and persecuted in England, they had, notwithstand-
ing, increased and multiplied, and their condition
in the other countries of Christendom being still
worse than here, the stream of emigration had set
pretty consiently from the opg)osibe side of the
Channel. Sixteen thousand five hundred and
eleven individuals received the king’s pass, with
the gracious J)ermissionto carry with them as much
of their ready money as would pay the immediate
expenses of their voyage. Houses, lands, mer-
chandise, treasures, debts owing to them, with their
bonds, their tallies and obligations, were all seized
by the king. The mariners of London, and the
inhabitants of the Cinque Ports generally, who
were as bigoted as the king, and thought it no
sin to be as rapacious towards the accursed Jews,
robbed many of them of the esmall pittance left
them, and drowned fiot & few during their passage.
To help to keep alive a wholesome abhorrence of
these (f;tesmble cruelties, we will mention one
particular case, a8 recorded by Holinshed on the
credit of a contempotary chronicle :—* Some of the
richest of the Jews being shipped in a mighty tall
ship which they had hited, when the same was
under sail, and had got down the Thames towards
the mouth of the river, the master mariner bethought
him of a wile, and caused his men to cast anchor,
and eo rode at the same, till the ship, by ebbing of
the stream, remnined on the dty sands. The master
then enticed the Jews to walk out with him for
recreation. And at length, when the Jews werc on
the sands, and he understood the tide to be
coming in, he gat him back to the ship, whither he
was drawn by a rope. The Jews made not so
much haste, because they were not aware of the
danger ; but when they perceived how the matter
stood, they cried to the master for help. He, how-
ever, told them that they ought to cry rather upon
Moses, by whose guidance their fathers had passed
through the Red Sea. They cried, indeed, but no
succour appeared, and so they were swallowed up
by the water.” Some few mariners were convicted
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and suffered capital punishment; for the king, to
use the keen sarcasm of Hume, was determined to
be the sole plunderer in his dominions.
Contemporaneously with these shameful proceed-
ings against the Jews, Edward enacted many just
and wise laws for his Christian subjects ; and the
additions and improvements which he made in the
laws and the practices of the courts will be noticed
in their proper place. The nature of his reforms
shows the extent of the evil that had existed: in
1299, all the judges of the land were indicted for
bribery, and only two of the number were ac-
quitted ; the chief justice of the Court of King’s
Bench was convicted of instigating his servants to
commit murder, and of protecting them against the
law after the offence; the chief baron of the Ex-
chequer was imprisoned and heavily fined, and so
was Sir Ralph de Hengham, the grand justiciary.
But perhaps in some of these cases we shall not
greatly err if we deduct from the delinquency of
the accused, and allow something for the arbitrary
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will of the accuser. It is known that the king,
who had just returned from a costly sojourn of
nearly three years in France, was in great want of
money, when, as the consequence of their condem-
nation, he exacted about 80,000 marks from .the
judges. In recovering, or attempting to recover,
such parts of the royal domain as had been en-
croached upon, and in examining the titles by which
some of the great barons held their estates, he
roused a spirit which might have proved fatal to
him had he not prudently stopped in time. When
his commissioners asked Earl Warenne to show his
titles, the Earl drew his sword and said,—* By
this instrument do I hold my lands, and by the
same I intend to defend them! Our ancestors,
coming into this realm with William the Bastard,
acquired their possessions by their good swords.
Williem did not make a conquest alone, or for
himself solely; our ancestors were helpers and
participants with him!” Such title-deeds were
not to be disputed; but there were other cases
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where men wore less powerful swords, and where
written deeds and grants from the crown had been
lost or destroyed during the convulsions of the
country ; and Edward seized some manors and
estates, and made their owners redeem them lz
large sums of money. There was much bad fai
in these ings, but as the king chose his
victims with much prudence, no insurrection was
excited.

We must now retrace our steps, to take a regu-
lar view of this king’s great operations in war.
Edward was to the full as ambitious and fond of
conquest as any prince of the Norman or Plan-
tagenet line ; but, instead of expending his power
in foreign wars, he husbanded it for the grand
Elan of reducing the whole of the island of Great

ritain under his immediate and undivided sway.
He employed the claim of feudal superiority—a
right most difficult to define, even if its existence
had been admitted—with final success against
Wales; and though, with regard to Scotland, it
eventually failed, the ruin of his scheme there did
not happen until after his death, and he felt for
a time the proud certainty of having defeated
every opponent. If the acknowledgment of the
paramount authority of the English kings, ex-
tracted from unsuccessful princes, justified a
forcivle seizure of territory against the wishes of
the people, Edward may be acknowledged to have
had that right over Walyes. Setting aside the some-
what doubtful vassalage of the Welsh princi-
palities to our Saxon kings, on which the Nporman
conquerors impudently founded a pretension, as
being the lawful heirs to those kings, we have re-
peated instances of a seeming submission, when
the princes purchased peace by engaging to pay
certain tributes, and to recognise the suzerainty
of the English throne. This feudal superiority,
however, was liable to all sorts of -variation, and
was never really fixed by the written or understood
law of the feudal system, though, in certain cases,
the forms of that law could be a})plied in regard to
it with an appearance of regularity and justice.
When a weak state stood in this relation with a
strong one, the feudal supremacy implied an
almost unlimited right of interference and con-
trol; but when the relation existed between two
states of equal power, it meant little or nothin%be-
{:nn:, 8 mere ceremony. Thus the kings of Eng-
their

as vassals to the sovereigns of France for
territories on the continent, had for a long
time defied the authority of their liege lords, after
making them tremble in Paris, their own capital.
Those other nominal vassals, the great dukes of
Burgundy, al h they had no separate sove-
reig::ﬁ like the Normans and Plantagenets, re-
peatedly followed the ‘same course. The forfeiture
proncunced inst John was generally consi-
dered as an unjustifiable stretch of the rights
of supremacy, but it was well timed—it was
directed against one who had made himself uni-
versally odious, and whose continental subjects,
for the most part, at this crisis, preferred o union
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with France to their old connexion with England.
The nature of Edward’s right is scarcely deserving
of a further examination—had no such claims
existed he would have invented others—for he was
determined on the conquest of the country, and
internal dissensions and other circumstances
favoured the enterprise. The expediency of the
measure, and the advantages that have resulted
from it, ought not to make us indifferent to the
fate of a brave people who were fighting for their
independence. The Anglo-Normans, who had
been gradually encroaching on their territory for
two ]huudred yea;s, a;.:cused the th]:‘toorthWelsh of
cruelty and y—forgetting ey were
thele]Vﬂ thep?xﬁ rgemd had been gfnlty of
treachery the most manifold, and of cruelties the
most atrocious.  Since the beginning of the reign
of Henry II. civilization had advanced in the rich
champaign of England, and had, from the circum-
stances in which the country was placed, retro-
graded in Wales; but there are writers of the
time who trace in that land the most interest-
ing picture of an hospitable and generous race of
men, full of the elements of poetry, and passion-
ately fond of their wild native music. According
to their countryman, Giraldus Cambrensis, no
people could well be more gentle and courteous in
times of peace: notwithstanding the injuries con-
stautly inflicted upon them by their neighbours,
whenever an Anglo-Norman or Englishman visited
them in their mountains without arms, and as a
quiet guest, he was received with the greatest
kindness, and feasted at every house where he
chose to stop. Such as arrived in the morning
hours were entertained till the evening by the
Koung women with the harp and songs. In every
ouse there was a harp; and the company, seated
in a circle round the harper, sang verses alter-
nately—the verses being sometimes improvised.
At times, a challenge to improvisation was sent
from man to man, or from a whole village to ano-
ther village. Though chiefly a pastoral people,
they were not rude or clownish. “ All ‘the
Welsh,” says Giraldus, “ without any exception,
from the highest to the lowest, are ready amf free
in speech, and have great confidence in replying
even to princes and magnates.” The mass oty the
nation, however, notwithstanding this partial refine-
ment, was poor, and but rudely clad, as compared
with their English contemporaries. One day, as
Henry II. rode through part of their coun
attended by his splendid chivalry, he looked wi
a contemptuous eye on the Welsh gentlemen
riding on their rough ponies, and on the poorer sort
who were clad in sheep or goats’ skins. A
mountaineer approached the great king, and said,
le—
but such as they are thou never shalt sul
—that is reserved alone for God in his wrath.”
Ar:!d t:lhough this v:re;t‘l:cenéa hﬁve been manifested,
and their country enry’s great grand=
son, seldom has even 2 raceyof mo!\'xynmgx:eersg;na:de
a8 longer or more gallant stand for liberty, - When

ue them -

il
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the sword of slaughter had passed over them to
smite no more,—when better times and better feel-
ings came, though, as less numerous and far more
exposed, they had been less fortunate than the
Scots, their valour entitled them to the same admi-
ration and sympathy; and perhaps the high
national character of the united kingdom of Great
Britain may be in part owing to the fact, that no
one portion of it fell an easy or degraded conquest
to the other.

At the time of Edward’s aggression, the prin-
cipality of North Wales, called by the Welsh the
principality of Aberfraw, or Snauden, was still
almost untouched by Englieh arms ; but the con-
querors had established themselves in Monmouth-
shire, and held a somewhat uncertain and fre-
quently disturbed possession of a good part of South
Wales. This occupation had been effected very
gradually by the great barons who had made
incursions at their own expense; and with their
own retainers. These lords were rewarded with
the lands they gained from the Welsh, and which
they defended by erecting strong castles.  As they
advanced, they raised chains of fortifications,
building their castles sufficiently near to communi-
cate with, and support each other. Thus, in
Monmouthshire, a regular chain of fortresses was
occupied on the banks of the Monnow, the Wye,
and the Severn: these were Scenfreth, Grosmont,
Monmouth, Trelech, perhaps Tintern, Chepstow,
and Caldecot. A second line stretched diagonally
from Grosmont on the Monnow to the banks of the
Rumney ; these were Whitecastle, Tregaer, Usk,
Langibby, Caerleon, and Newport; this diagonal
line, with the strong castle of Abergavenny to the
north of it, was intended to curb the mountaineers,
who made perpetual incursions on their invaders.®
In addition to these strong fortresses, many smaller
castles were constructed for the purpose of keeping
the natives in awe. The more advanced posts
were often re-taken, and the day when one of these
castles was destroyed was held by the Welsh, who
foresaw the consequences of this gradual advance, as
a day of universal joy, on which the father, who
had just lost his only son, should forget his mis-
fortune. But still the chains were drawn more and
more closely around them by the persevering
invaders ; and, since the conquest of Ireland, extra-
ordinary pains had been taken to secure the whole
of the line through South Wales to Milford Haven,
the usual place of embarkation for the sister island.
In the wilderness of the Tivy, and in many of the
more inaccessible moors, marshes, and mountains,
the invaders were still defied; and, except in
Pembrokeshire, where the Flemish colony had
been settled by Henry I., and in the lower part of
Monmouthshire, the English were scarcely safe
beyond the walls of their castles, o fierce was the
recollection of past wrongs, and so enduring the
hope of the southern Welsh to recover all that they
had lost. But the jealousies of their petty princes,
and the rancorous feuds of the]clans, defeated all
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their greater projects; and, at the critical moment
which was topl:,]al the fate of the whole country,
Rees-up-Meredith, the prince of South Wales, was
induced to join Edward and fight against Llewellyn,
the ruler of the northern principality, and the
representative of a rival family. Llewellyn, more-
over, was opposed by his own brother David, who
also rallied, with his vassals, round the standard of
the English king.

In the wars between Henry ITI. and the barons,
the prince of North Wales had taken with the
latter, and had shown himself the steady friend of
De Montfort. A body of northern Welsh had
fought for that great earl against Edward at the
battle of Evesham; and when De Montfort was
dead, and his family ruined and scattered, Llewellyn
still retained his old affection for the house, and
agreed upon a marriage with Elinor de Montfort,
daughter to the deceased earl. As that young lady
was on her voyage from France to Wales, with
Emeric her youngest brother, she was taken by
four ships of Bristol, and was sent to King Edward’s
court, where both brother and sister were detained
as prisoners. Angry feelings had existed before,
but this seizure of his bride transported Llewellyn
with wrath, and, bitterly complaining of the wrong
and insult which had been done to him in a time of
peace, he prepared for war. According to some
accounts, he began hostilities by falling upon the
English on his borders, killing the people, and
burning their towns ; but this is not quite certain,
and, at all events, Edward had long been employed
in making preparations for conquest, and, what was
equally notorious, and still more irritating to the
unfortunate prince, he had been intriguing with
Llewellyn’s subjects and corrupting the Welsh
chiefs with bribes and promises. As to the ground
of quarrel ehosen by Edward, it was quite true that
Llewellyn had not obeyed the summons to do
homage as one of the great vassals of the crown;
but he had acknowledged the duties of his vassal-
age, and excused his non-attendance, which he
said had solely arisen out of Edward’s violation of
a solemn treaty which had been concluded by the
mediation of the pope.

One of the clauses of this recent treaty had
provided that neither party should harbour the
enemies or revolted subjects of the other; and
Edward, it was well known, had given shelter and
encouragement to all the cnemies of Llewellyn,
and continued to receive the rebellious Welsh as
pereonal friends. Llewellyn said, that under these
circumstances, his life would be in danger if
he ventured to the king of England’s court,
and he demanded a safe conduct, which was
refused.  After the seizure of his bride his de-
mands naturally rose: he asked for hostages
and for the previous liberation of Elinor de
Montfort, and then, he said, he would go to
court. But Edward did not want him there : that
resolute king had now matured his measures for
the subjugation of Wales. He had leyied a fine
army,—his parliament had pronounced the sentence
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of forfeiture against Llewellyn as a rebel,—it had
also voted a large supply,—and the church had ex-
communicated the Welsh prince.®

In &.p. 1277, after the feast of Easter, Edward
departed from Westminster, and with a mighty
force, which increased as he advanced, marched
towards Chester. At Midsummer he crossed the
Dee, and, keeping between the mountains and the
sea, took the two castles of Flint and Rhuddlan.
Cautious in the extreme, he made no further pro-
gress until he bad repaired these fortresses and
strengthened their defences. At the same time
his fleet, which was skilfully managed by the
mariners of the Cinque Ports, co-opetruted lluhg
the devoted coast, blockading every port, an
cutting off the supplies which Lilewellyn had
counted upon receiving from the Isle of Anglesey.
On the land side every outlet was strongly guarded,
and the Welsh prince, driven to the mountaine,
was soon in want of provisions. Edward prue
dently avoided a battle with desperate men, and,
girding in the barren mountains, waited the effects
of a surer and more dreadful destroyer than the
sword. When winter made its approach the con-
dition of Llewellyn was hotrible, and it finally
obliged him to thtow himself on the generosity of
his enemy. On the 10th of November Edward
dictated his harsh terms at Rhuddlan Castle. The
treaty stipulated that Llewellyn should pay fifty
thousand pounds,—that he should cede the whole
of his principality as far as the river Conway,—that
he should do homage, and deliver hostages. He
was to retain the Isle of Anglesey; but even that
remnant was to revert to the English crown in case
of his dying without issue male; and during his
possession he was to pay for it an annual tribute or
rent of one thousand marks.t The English king
afterwards remitted the tremendous- fine, which so
poor a country could never have paid, and resigned
his claim to the rent of Anglesey; but he showed
no great alacrity in making these concessions, and
he let nearly a year elapse before he performed his
promise of releasing Lilewellyn’s bride.

Such treaties as that im on this occasion
upon the Welsh are never kept, and all Edward’s
art could not reconcile either the prince or people
to the sense of degradation. He gratified Llewel-
lyn’s brother David, who had fought for him, b
marrying him to the daughter of an English earl,
and making him an English baron; but, when
David stood among his native mountains, he forﬁot
this and other honours; he cursed his own folly,
which had brought ruin upon his country, and had
excluded him from the hope of succeeding, either
in his own person or in that of his children, to the
principality.; The English cong:xerors were not
sufficiently refined to exercise their power with
moderation ; they derided the national usages, and
insulted the prejudices of a susceptible and brave
people. ‘The invasion of theéir own demesnes, and
the cutting down of the wood on the lands reserved
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to them by treaty, exasperated both Llewellyn and
David; but it is perfectly clear that had these

princes been converted into subservient vassals, or
won by the kindest treatment to be solicitous for
the preservation of the peace, they would still
have been forced into war by the unamimous feeling
of the Welsh people. Superstition allied itself
with patriotism, and, in order to increase the
posular confidence, certain old prophecies of bards
and seers were revived under a happy coincidence
of circumstances which seemed to denote a speedy
accomplishment. One of these mystic predic-
tions imported nothing less than that the ancient
tace should recover its traditional supremacy in
the {sland, and that the Prince of Wales should be
crownied king in London. On the night of Palm
Sutiday, March the 22nd, of the year 1282, David
surprised and took the strong castle of Hawardine,
belonging to Roger Clifford, the justiciary, “a
tight worthy and famous khight,” according to the
English ;—a cruel tyrant, according to the Welsh.
Several men who made resistance were killed, but
the lord, who was caught in his bed, was only
wounded, and then carried off as a prisoner. A
general insurrection ensued : the Welsh rushed in
arms from their mountains, and Llewellyn, joining
his brother, laid siege to the castles of Flint and
Rhuddlan. These strong places held out, but
many of the new castles were taken and destroyed,
and the English intruders were in some places
driven across the marches. Forgetting their own
cruelties and oppressions of all kinds, the English
accused the Welsh of great barbarity in this brief
moment of success. When the news was carried
to Edward, he affected surprise; but it has been
suspected that he was not displeased with the
opportunity, afforded by what had taken place, of
making his conquest final and absolute. He was
in want of money, and had no time to assemble a
parliament ; he therefore had recourse to the very
untonstitutional means of a forced loan, which was
levied, not only on towns and religious establish-
ments, but also on private individuals who were
known to possess money. He then sent out com-
missioners to raise an army, and despatched such
troops as he had in readiness to the relief of Flint
and Rhuddlan. He soon followed in person, and
having assembled nearly all his military tenants
and 1000 pioneers, he advanced into North Wales,
leaving his fleet, which was still more formidable
than in the preceding war, to act upon the coast,
and reduce the Isle of Anglesey. His pioneers cut
down woods, and opened roads into the very fast-
nesses of Snowdon, whither the natives were again
forced to retire. Some entrenched positions were
carried, but not without a great loss; and in one
affair, which appears to have been a regular battle,
Edward was completely checked, if not defeated.
But the means at his disposal made the struggle
too unequal ; reinforcements continually crossed
the Dee, or came up from the coast, and he pro-
cured the services of foreign mercenaries, whowere
particularly well _suited‘for,_mwn;aiu warfare,
v
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These were bands of Basques from the Pyrenecs,
whose method of fighting, and whose general habits
and manners differed little from those of the Welsh
people, whom they were employed to hunt down

TR o
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like blood-hounds. These foreign hordes acted
where the regular troops of the English king could
not ;—accustomed in their own country to moun-
tains far more rugged, they penetrated into every

SuMMIT OF SNXOWDUN,

part of Snowdon, and the last bulwark of Welsh
independence was forced. Edward, chiefly by
means of his fleet (the Welsh seem to have had no
ships to oppose it), occupied Anglesey; but, in
passing from that island to the main, a detachment
of his forces sustained a severe loss. They had
laid down a bridge of boats across the Menai
Strait, at or near to the place where Telford’s
suspension-bridge, hanging in air, now affords a
commodious communication between the opposite
shores; and in the absence of Edward, who was
at Aberconway, a party of English, with some
Gascon lords and a body of Basques, crossed over
before it was finished, making part of their way by
wading through the water when the tide was out.
The Welsh, who had thrown up some intrench-
ments near the spot, permitted them to land, and
even to reconnoitre their works; but when the
tide rolled in, and made deep water between them
and the unfinished bridge of boats, they rushed
down upon them, and drove them into the sea,
where, loaded as they were with armour, many of
them were drowned. Between the sword and the
waves there perished thirteen knights, seventeen
esquires, and several hundred foot-soldiers. When
Edward Jearned this sad disaster, he vowed he
would build a stone bridge at the place ; but such
an undertaking was soon found to be impracti-
cable. This reverse at the Menai Strait hap-
pened on St. Leonard’s day, the 6th of Novem-

ber. In another battle, Edward himself was
worsted, being obliged to fly for protection to one
of his castles, leaving the Lords Audley and Clif-
ford dead on the field. Llewellyn was elated by
these successes, and he fondly hoped that the
severity of winter would force the English to re-
tire ; but Edward had collected a strong force in
Pembrokeshire and Carmarthen, and he now sent
it erders to advance through South Wales, and
attack his enemy in the rear. Leaving his bro-
ther David to carry on the war in North Wales,
his own principality, Llewellyn boldly turned his
steps to the south, to meet the new invaders.
This movement may possibly have been recom-
mended by false friends; and there certainly is an
appearance of treachery in what followed. He
had reached Bualth, in the valley of the Wye,
when the English, under the savage Earl of Mor-
timer, appeared suddenly on the opposite side of
the river. A Welsh force was on the neighbour-
ing heights; but the prince had been left with
only a few followers. The English crossed the
river and surprised him before he had time to put
on his armour; he was murdered, rather than
slain in battle. They cut off his head and sent it
to Edward, who forwarded it to London, there to
be placed on the Tower, with a crown of willow, in
mockery of the prophecy of his coronation.

The struggle for liberty did not, however, end
with this unfortunate prince.. ~In spite! of the sub-
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mission of most of the Welsh chiefs, his brother
David still kept his sword in his hand, and for six
months he wandered a free man over his native
wilds. At last he was betrayed by some unpa-
triotic Welshmen, and with his wife and children
carried in chains to the castle of Rhuddlan. In
the month of September following, an English
parliament assembled by Edward at Shrewsbury,
proncunced the doom—not of the last champion of
Welsh independence (for Madoc and others soon
followed)—but of the last sovereign prince of one
of the most ancient ruling families of Europe. He
was sentenced—1st. To be dragged by a horse to
the place of execution, because he was a traitor to
the king, who had made him a knight. 2ndly. To
be hanged, because he had murdered the knights
in Hawardine castle. 3rdly. To have his bowels
burned, because he had done the deed on Palm
Sunday, the season of Christ’s passion. 4thly. To
be quartered, and have his limbs hung up in dif-
ferent places, because he had conspired the death
of his lord the king in various parts. - The sen-
tence was executed to the letter, and it remained for
many ages a revolting precedent in cases of high
treason.®

® Hemingf—Chron. Dunst.—~Rymer,—Carte.
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Edward had far more patience and prudence
than was common to the warriors and conquerors
of his time; and he devised wise means for re
taining possession of what he had gained by force.
He did not move from Wales until more than a
year after the death of Llewellyn, and he spent the
greater part of that time in dividing the country
into shires and hundreds, after the manner of
England, and restoring order and tranquillity.
{mmediately after the affair of Bualth, he pub-
lished a proclamation, offering peace to all the
inhabitants, giving them at the same time assu-
rances that they should continue to enjoy all their
lands, liberties, and properties as they had done
before.  He seems even to have lightened the
taxes they paid to their native princes. Some of
the ancient usages of the country were respected,
but, generally speaking, the laws of England were
introduced and enforced. He gave charters with
great privileges to various trading companies
in Rhuddlan, Caernarvon, Aberystwith, and other
towns, with the view of encouraging trade and
tempting the Welsh from their mountains, and
their wild, free way of living, to a more social
and submissive state. When his wife Eleanor
bore him a son in the castle of Caernarvon,

Caxananvox CasTLE,

he adroitly availed himself of that circum-
stance, by presenting the infant Edward to the
eople as their countryman, and telling them that
ge who was born among them should be their
prince. The Welsh chiefs expected that this
“Prince of Wales” would have the separate
government of their country, for Alphonso, an

elder brother of the infant Edward, was then alive,
and the acknowledged heir to the English crown.
For some time they indulged in this dream of
a restored independence, and professed, and pro-
bably felt, a great attachment to the young Edward ;
but Prince Alphonso died; the illusion was  also
dissipated by other circumatanoe:, anzd, in the
v
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sequel, the Welsh-born prince came to be regarded
by his countrymen with very different feelings from
either pride or affection.

King Edward strongly fortified ‘the two castles
of Caernarvon and Conway, and built some other
fortresses, all which places he supplied with good
garrisons and stores of provisions. To secure his
conquest from the incursions of the people of
Snowdon, he divided most of the lauds at the foot
of that mountain among his great English barons,
and they again subdivided them among their
officers and vassals, who held them in fief, and
built other castles and towers for their defence.
But these tyrannical lords and greedy retainers
could not follow the example of the king’s modera-
tion; and their cruel excesses and their insulting
demeanour towards the Welsh, continually pro-
voked hostilities, and kept alive feelings wlgich
frequently vented themselves in deeds of a savage
enough character, though scarcely more lawless
than the oppressions out of which they arose.

After the subjugation of Wales, Edward’s ambi-
tion rested for about four years—three of which he
passed almost wholly on the continent, where he
was honourably engaged as umpire to settle a fresh
dispute which had arisen between the kings of
France, Arragon, and the house of Anjou, respect-
ing the island of Sicily. His ability and conduct
in this matter gained {xim a great increase of repu-
tation among foreign princes;* but the affairs of
his own kingdom fell into disorder; the English
people complained that he neglected their in-
terests to take charge of what did not concern them ;
and the parliament at last refused him a supply
which he had asked. The king then returned in
haste, and, almost immediately after, he involved
himself in the affairs of Scotland, which, with a
few short intervals, entirely occupied him all the
rest of his reign. "

Before proceeding, however, to this part of the
story of the English king, it will be most conve-
nient to resume our Scottish narrative from the
point to which we brought it down in the lagt
Book.t+

The reign of Alexander I1., who succeeded to
the throne in 1214, will not detain us long. After
the death of John, the king of Scots continued to
co-operate with Prince Louis of France and the
confederated English barons; and he himself, his
whole army, and kingdom were, in consequence,
excommunicated by the legate Gualp; hut the sen-
tence seems to have been very little minded either
by the people or their clergy. It was not even
ﬁublished by the latter till almost a twelvemonth

ad passed. In the mean time Louis made peace
with Henry, without giving himself any concern
about his ally. On this, Alexander, who was an
his march into England, returned home. He soon
after, however, effected his reconciliation both with
the pope and the new king of England. On the

m.nn,fo'ﬂ’"-nm" Hist, Franc,~Glannons, Btoria del Regno
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+ See ante, p, 548,
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1st of December, 1217, he received abeolution
from the delegates of Gualo at Tweedmouth; and
at the same time he surrendered to H the
town of Carlisle, of which, although not of the
castle, he had made himself master, and did
homage for the earldom of Huntingdon and his
other honours and possessions in England. On the
25th of June, 1221, Alexander married the Prin-
cess Joan, Henry’s eldest sister. A long period of
uninterrupted peace and amity between the two
countries was the consequence of these urrange-
ments. Some insurrections or disturbances in the
as yet only half-subdued provinces of Argyle,
Caithness, Moray, and Galloway, all of which were
successively suppressed, are almost the only events
that mark the history of the northern kingdom for
the next twelve or thirteen years. The most
serious of these provincial commotions was the
last, which broke out in Galloway in 1233, upou
the death of Alan, constable of Scotland, the lord
of that district, leaving three daughters, but no
male heir. This Alan of Galloway occupies an
important place in Scottish history, in consequence
of his marriage with Margaret, the eldest of the
three daughters, and eventual heiresses, of David,
Earl of Huntingdon, the brother of William the
Lion ; a connexion through which Dervorguil, his
eldest daughter by that marriage, transmitted, as
we shall presently find, to her descendants the
lineal right of succession to the throne. On the
death o% their lord, the Gallowegians rose in re-
sistance to the partition of their country among his
legitimate heirs ; and, placing at their head Tho-
mas, a bastard son of Alan, who was aided by an
Irish chief named Gilrodh (or Gilderoy), they did
not even wait to be attacked by the Scottish king,
who was mayching against them, but rushed forth
from their mountains with Celtic fury, and pro-
coeded to ravage the adjacent country. They
even contrived to surround Alexander, when he
had got entangled among morasses, and he was in
imminent danger till the Earl of Ross came to his
assistance, and, assaulting the rebgls in the rear,
discomfited them: with great slaughter. This
victory 'l",ll:t anend to the insurrection for the pre-
sent. e following year, however, Thomas and
Gilrodh, who hadgboth escaped to Ireland, re-
turned with 8 fresh force, and renewed the war.
But thiy second attempt was soon checked : the
two leaders were pardaned on their surrender;
their Ivish followers, erowding towards the Clyde,
in the hape of being able to find a passage to their
awn conptry, fell into the hands of a band of the
citizens of Glasgow, who are said to have beheaded
them all, with the exception only of two, whom
they sent to Edinburgh to be hanged and quartered
there.

Notwithstanding the slliance that connected
Alexander and Henry, and the friendship and fre-
quent intercourse in which they lived,—for the
King of Scots made repeated visits to the English
coast,—no final settlement of their claims upon
each other had yet taken place. It was not till
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September, 1237, that at a conference, held at
York, it was agreed that Alexander, who, among
other things, laid claim, by right of inheritance,
to the counties of Northumberland, Cumberland,
and Westmoreland, should receive lands in the
two former of the yearly value of two hundred
pounds in full satisfaction of all his demands.
The following year (4th March, 1238) Queen Joan,
who had been long in a declining state, died at
Canterbury. She had left no issue, and within
little more than a year (15th May, 1239) Alexander
married again : his new queen was Mary, daughter
of Ingelram de Couci, a great lord of Picardy.
The chief bond that had attached the two kings
was thus snapped; and Mary de Couci, whase
family had been distinguished for its opposition to
the English interests, 1s, besides, supposed to have
exercised an unfavourable influence over the mind
of her husband. It was some years, however, be-
fore the old friendship that had subsisted between
him and Henry wholly gave way; even in 1242
we find Henry, when about to set out on his expe-
dition to Frauce, confiding to Alexander the care
of the northern borders. But in this same year
an event occurred which is especially memorable
for the consequences attributed to it. An old feud
had existed between the Bissets, a powerful
family in the north of Scotland, and the House of
Athole. At a tournament held at Haddington,
Patrick, Earl of Athole, a youth distinguished for
his knightly accomplishments, chanced to over-
throw Walter Bisset. Within a day or two after
the Earl of Athale was found murdered in the
house where he lodged, which was also set on fire.
Suspicion immediately fell upon the Bissets: the
nobility, headed by the Earl of March, immediately
niised an armed force, and demanded the life
both of Walter and of his uncle William Bisset,
the chief of the family. It appears pretty certain
that the latter at least was innocent of any partici-
pation in the murder: he urged, what seems to
have been the fact, that he was not within fifty
miles of Haddington when it was committed: he
offered to maintain his innocence by the wager of
battle ; and, still further to clear himself, he had
sentence of excommunication against the murderers
published both in his own chapel and in all the
churches of the kingdom. It seems to have been
against him, nevertheless, that the rage both of the
connexions of Athole and of the people generally
was chiefly turned; the savage notions of the
period could not view what had taken place in
any other light than as a ground for hunting to
death the whole kindred of the supposed criminal ;
and the head of his family, as higher game, was
taturally, ia the spirit of this mode of considering
the matter, pursued even with more eagerness than
himself. The king, however, seems to have felt
the injustice of the popular clamour ; he interposed
for Bisset’s protection ; and even the queen, ac-
cording to Fordun, offered to make oath that he

Do part in devising the crime ; that is to say,

was 80 convinced of his innocence that she
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was willing to come forward 4s one of his compur-
getors, if the case should be submitted to that
mode of trial. The opposite party, however, seem
to have declined submitting the question to decision
either by compurgation or by combat: they insisted
that it should be brought before a jury; so that
this affair is remarkable, in addition to its other
points of interest, as a memorial of all the three
great forms of judicial procedure in criminal cases
which were then in use. Bisset refused the trial
by jury, “on account of the malevolence of the
people, and the implacable resentment of his ene-
mies.” At last, by the exertions of the king, it
was agreed that he should be allowed to escape
with his life on condition of forfeiting his estates
and leaving the country. But bhe was still, not-
withstanding, in the greatest danger from the
secret determination of his enemies to have his
blood ; and it was only by remaining in conceal-

ment under the royal protection for about three

months that he was at last ensbled to make his
escape to England. Whatever may have been
his injuries, he now certainly showed little noble-
ness of character. Stung, possibly, with an
indignant sense of the injustice he had ex-
perienced, he sought to avenge himself on his
enemies at the expense not only of his coun-
try but of its king, to whose zealous and ener-
getic interposition in his favour he owed his life,
It is said that he made his appeal to the king of
England against the judgment that had been passed
on him, on the plea that * Alexander, being the
vassal (“ Henry, had no right to inflict such punish-
ment on his nobles without the permission of his
liege lord ;”* and that, at the same time, he further
endeavoured to excite Henry against the Scottish
king by describing the latter as devoted to the
interests of France, and quoting instances in which,
as he affirmed, English traitors who had escaped
from prison were received and harboured at the
northern court.*

These insidious representations may not im-
probably have had some part, along with other
causes, in fomenting the hostile disposition which
Henry not long after openly showed. At length,
having fully arranged his plans, he proclaimed
war against Alexander in 1244, and assembling a
numerous army at Newcastle, prepared to invade
Scotland. Some troops, which had been sent to
the assistance of Alexander by his brother-in-law,
John de Couci, had been intercepted by Henry,
who had also organised a confederacy of Irish
chiefs to aid him in his enterprise, by making a
descent upon the Scottish coast; but the country,
nevertheless, prepared to make a vigorous resist-
ance. The contemporary English historian, Mat-
thew Paris, has given us a description of the force
with which Alexander marched to oppose the
invasion. * His army,” he says, * was numerous
and brave; he had 1000 horsemen, tolerably
mounted, though not, indeed, on Spanish or Italian
horses; his infantry approached, to,100,000, all

© Hailes, Ann, of Scot, {, 188 . —Tytler, Hist. of Seot, i 4—6,
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unanimous, all animated, by the exhortations of
their clergy, and by confession, courageously to
fight and resolutely to die in the just defence of
their native land.”” The sword, however, was not
drawn, after all ; a negotiation took place between
the two kings, and a peace was concluded at New-
castle (13th August), by which Alexander agreed
always to bear good faith and love to his dear and
liege lord, Henry King of England, and never to
enter into alliance with the enemies of Henry or of
g%:n I:eirs, unless they should unjustly aggrieve

The only event of the reign of Alexander which
remains to be noticed, is 8 contest into which he
entered, in 1248, with Angus, Lord of Argyle,
with the view of compelling that chief to transfer to
the Scottish crown the homage which he had been
wont to render for certain of the western islands to
the king of Norway. The position of Angus was
a very difficult one; he was the vassal of both
sovereigns, for different parts of his possessions;
and if he consented to the demand of Alexander,
he was as sure to draw down upon himself the
vengeance of the Norwegian king as he was to
incur Alexander’s hostility if he refused. In these
circumstances he seems to have considered it the
most expedient, perhaps also the fairest and most
reasonable course, to decline moving from his
existing engagements. Alexander’s first expedition
against him seems to have proved unsuccessful ;
but he renewed the attempt the following year.
He was engaged in this war when he was taken ill,
and died in the island of Ke , near the Sound
of Mull, on the 8th of July, 1249, in the fifty-first
year of his age and thirty-fifth of hisreign. * Alex-
ander,” says Matthew Paris, “ was a devout, up-
right, and courteous person, justly beloved by all
the English nation, no less than by his own sub-
jects.” It seems to have been to this general
regard entertained for him by the English nobility
and people that Henry’s abandonment of his
scheme of invading Scotland a few years before
was in part owing; for it is said that the peace of
Newcastle was brought about by the mediation of
the Earl of Cornwall and other noblemen. Henry’s
barons could feel little pride or interest in support-
ing the projects of their own imbecile sovereign
against the Scottish king ; and some of them also,
no doubt, still remembered their old association of
arms with Alexander against Henry and the tyrant,
his father. Alexander, like most of the other
Scottish kings of those times, stood up throughout
his reign for the independence of the national
church with great spirit. Although a favourer of
the clergy, however, he /does not appear to have
gone into any extravagant expenditure for the
aggrandizement of their order. He founded, in-

~ @ Nisi nos injuste gravent. Dr.Lingard describes this treaty as
* an arrangement by which, though he eluded the express recogni-
tion of feudal dependence, he (. der) seems to have conceded
to Heary the sub of his d d.”" " In fact, “ the express
recoguition of feudal dependence’ was not at all eluded by Alex-
ander; it was made in the most distinct terms, but it was not made
for the kingdom of Scotland, and therefore it was Henry, notAles-
sudes, who conoeded the poins in dispute,
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deed, no fewer than eight monasteries for the
Dominicant or Black Friars; and Boece supposes
that his partiality to these mendicants may have
been occasioned by his having seen their founder,
St. Dominic, in France, about the year 1217.
“ The sight of a living saint,” observes Lord
Hailes, “may have made an impression on his
young mind ; but perhaps he considered the men-
dicant friars as the cheapest ecclesiastics: his
revenues could not supply the costly institution of
Cistertians and canons regular, in which his great-
grandfather, David 1., took delight.”

Alexander was succeeded on the throne by his on}
son, Alexander III., who was born at Roxburg
on the 4th of September, 1241, and was now con-
sequently only in his ninth year. There was reason
to apprehend that the King of England might en-
deavour to take advantage of this occasion to renew
his attempt against the independence of the king-
dom ; and, therefore, by the patriotic advice of
William Comyn, Earl of Menteith, no time was
lost in proceeding to the coronation of the young
king. The ceremony took place at Scone on the
13th of July, the Bishop of St. Andrew’s knighting
the king as well as placing the crown on his head.
Some of the other forms that were observed are
curiously illustrative of the chequered intermixture
of the two opposite colours of nationality now con-
tending with one another in Scotland—the old
Celtic spirit and usages, and the recently imported
Anglo-Norman civilization. After the coronation
oath, for instance, had been administered to the
king both in Latin and in French, the language of
the nobility, he was placed upon the sacred stone
of destiny, which stood before the cross in the
eastern end of the church, and while he there sate,
with the crown on his head and the sceptre in his
hand, a grey-headed Highland bard, stepping forth
from the crowd, addressed to him a long genea-
logical recitation in the Gaelic tongue, in which,
beginning, * Hail Alexander, king of Albion, sonof
Alexander, son of William, son of David,” &c.,
he carried up the royal pedigree through all its
generations to the legendary Gathelus, who married
Scota, the daughter of Pharaoh, and was the con-
temporary of Moses. It may be doubted if Alex-
ander understood a word of this savage peean, but
he is recorded to have expressed his gratification
by liberally rewarding the venerable rhapsodist.

It would serve no useful end to load our pages
with any detail of the intricate, and in great part
very imperfectly intelligible struggles of adverse
factions that make up the history of the kingdom
during this as during every other minority in those
times. It is sufficient to state that at the head of
one of the two great contending parties was the
powerful family of the Comyns, of which name it
18 said there were at this time in Scotland no fewer
than thirty-two knights, several of whom were
barons ; the Baliols, among others, were adherents
of this party: among their most distinguished
opponents were the Earl of March and Dunbar,
the Earl of Strathern; ‘the Earl of 'Carrick, the
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Bruces, the Steward of Scotland, and Alan Dur-
ward, who held the office of Great J usticimz, and
was also one of the most distinguished soldiers of
the age. But many of the nobility were con-
stantly changing sides, according to the course and
spparent chances of the contest. The king of Eng-
land also soon found a fair pretence for interfering
in Scottish affairs by giving his daughter Margaret
in marriage to Alexander, according to an agree-
ment which had been entered into soon after the
births of the prince and the princess. Although
neither party was yet quite eleven years old, the
nuptials were celebrated at York with great mag-
nificence on the 26th of December, 1251. Mat-
thew Paris assures us that six hundred oxen, given
by the Archbishop of York to furnish part of the
marriage feast, were all consumed upon the first
course! Men were heroic eaters in those days,
«rtainly ; but it will probably be admitted that
"~ historian has judget{) prudently in not entering
into further particulars, lest, as he says, his nar-
mative “might become hyperbolical, and produce
irony in the hearts of the absent.”

On this occasion Alexander, according to cus-
tom, did homage to Henry for his English posses-
sions ; but when the latter demanded homage also
for the kingdom of Scotland, the young Scottish
soverzign, with a spirit and firmness remarkable
for his years, said, ‘that he had been in-
vited to York to marry the princess of England,
not to treat of affairs of state; and that he could
not take a step so important without the knowledge
and approbation of his parliament.”” It was agreed,
however, that Henry, in consideration apparently
of his natural interest in the welfare of his son-in-
law, should send a person in whom he placed con-
fidence to Scotland, who might act in concert with
the Scottish guardians of the young king. He
sent, accordingly, Geoffrey of Langley, keeper of
the royal forests, a man who had already acquired
the worst reputation in England by the severity
with which he exercised the powers of his odious
office; but the Scottish barons, finding his inso-
lence intolerable, soon compelled him to leave the
country.

In 1255, we find the English king despatching
a new mission to Scotland, under pretence of in-
quiring into certain grievances complained of by the
queen, his daughter. At this time Robert de Ros
and John de Baliol, two noblemen of the Comyn
party, appear to have been at the head of the
government under the name of Regents. Queen
Margaret complained that she was confined in the
custle of Edinburgh,—a sad and solitary place,—
without verdure, and, by reason of its vicinity to
the sea, unwholesome ; that she was not permitted
to make excursions through the kingdom, nor to
choose her female attendants; and that, although
both she and her husband had by this time com-
pleted their fourteenth year, they were still excluded
from each other’s society. By a scheme concerted
between Henry and the party opposed to the
Comyns, the Earl of March, Durward, and other
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Jeaders of that party soon after this contrived to
surprise the castlg. of Edinburgh, and to get pos-
gession of the king and queen. They were im-
mediately conveyed to the north of England, where
Henry was with an army; and at last, in & meet~
ing of the two kings at Roxburgh (20th Septem-
ber, 1255), a new plan of government was settled,
to subsist for seven years, that is, till Alexander
should have attained the age of twenty-one, by
which all the Comyns were deprived of office, and
the Earls of Fife, Dunbar, Strathern, and Carrick,
Alexander the Steward of Scotland, Robert de
Bruce, Alan Durward, and other principal persons
of the same faction, were appointed regents of the
kingdom and guardians of the king and queen.

This settlemnent appears to have been maintained
for about two years ; but, in 1257, a counter-revo-
lution was effected through the junction with the
Comyns of Mary de Couci, Alexander’s mother,
who had married John de Brienne, son of the
titular king of Jerusalem, and had lately returned
from abroad, animated with all her old heredi
hatred of the English influence, and strengthened
both by her new alliance and by the favour and
countenance of the pope. The lately expelled
faction now suddenly rose in arms, seized the king
and queen at Kinross, and so completely carried
every thing before them that the principal adherents
of the English interest all found it necessary to
save themselves by instant flight. There can be
no doubt that, with whatever justice or by whatever
means, the Comyns contrived to make theirs appear
to be the patriotic cause, and to gain, at least for
the moment, the popular voice. They probably
made use of the old cry of independence, and
worked upon the sensitive national jealousy of
England with good effect. Even the king, now
that he was in their hands, was of course com-
pelled to act along with them, and to submit to be
their instrument. They put him at the head of
their forces, and marched towards the English
border, where it would appear that the adherents
of the late government had rallied and collected
their strength. No contest of arms, however, took
place ; the dispute was eventually settled by nego-
ciation ; and it was agreed that while the chief
power should remain in the hands of the Comyns
and the queen-dowager, to six regents of this party
should be added four of the members of the late
government. Mary de Couci and her husband
were placed at the head of this new regency.

The coalition thus formed seems to have sub-
stantially subsisted till the king came of age, and
took the management of affairs into his own hands
although, shortly after the new government was esta-
blished, the Comyns lost their great leader, Walter,
Earl of Menteith, poisoned, as was suspected, by his
countess : the unhaﬁpy woman was believed to have
been instigated to the commission of this crime by
a passion she had formed for one John Russell, an
Englishman of obscure, birth according to Boece,
whom she soon afterwards married. In 1260, on

the Queen of Scots becoming pregnant, she and her
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husband were permitted to go to her father in Lon-
don, Henry engaging that neither the king nor his
attendants should be required to treat of stute affairs
durinyg their visit, and also making oath that he
would uot detain either the queen or her child if
her delivery should take place in England. In the
event of the death of Xlexander, certain of the
Scottish bishops and nobles were appointed to
receive the child from the hands of Henry, and to
convey it to Scotland; and in the list of these
appear the names of the principal persons of both
the great national parties. In February, 1261,
the Queen of Scots was delivered at Windsor of a
daughter, who was named Margaret, and through
whom, as she was her father’s first-born, his
short line was destined to have its latest prolon-
tion.

The year 1263 is the most memorable in the
reign of Alexander. The Earl of Ross and other
northern chiefs had, at the instigation of the
Scottish king, invaded the Hebrides, or Western
Islands, which were under the dominion of Norway,
and had signalised their descent, according to the
Norwegian chroniclers, by the most frightful ex-
cesses of savage warfare. Haco, the Norwegian
king, immediately prepared for vengeance. Having
collected a great fleet, he sailed from Herlover in
the beginning of July. The Orkney Islands,
which although formerly belonging to Norway, had
been lately compelled to acknowledge the sove-
reignty of Scotland, were his first destination.
Anchoring in the bay of Ronaldsvoe (now Ronald-
say), the formidable armament remained there for
some weeks, during which the inhabitants both of the
islandsand of the opposite main-land were compelled
to supply it with provisions end to pay tribute. It
is recurdyed in the Norse chronicle of the expede-
dition, that while the fleet lay at Ronaldsvoe “a
great darkness drew over the sun, so that only a
little ring was bright round his orb;” and it is
found that the remarkable phenomenon of an
annular eclipse must have been seen at Ronaldsvoe
this year on the 5th of August. Such confirma-
tions seem to revivify the long-buried past, and
make its history read like a narrative of events of
our own day. Haco now sailed for the south, and
being joined us he proceeded by his allies, Magnus,
the Lord of Man, and various Hebridean chiefs,
he found himself at the head of a fleet of above
a hundred sail, most of them vessels of consider-
able size. Dividing his force, he sent one power-
ful squadron to ravage the Mull of Cantyre;
another, to make a descent on the Isle of Bute.
The latter soon compelled the Scottish garrison of
the castle of Rothsay, in that island, to surrender.
In the mean time Haco himself entered the Frith
of Clyde, and anchored in the Sound of Kilbran-
nan, between the main-land and the Isle of Arran,
Additional accessions had by this time increased
his fleet to a hundred and sixty sail. The Scottish
government now attemghed to avert the danger by
negotiation : the abandonment of all claim to the
Hgbrides was offered by Alexander; but to these
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terms Haco would not listen. Some time however
was thus gained, which was in various ways advan-
tageous to the Scots and detrimental to their inve-
ders. It allowed the former to improve their pre-
pearations for defence ; it embarrassed the latter by
a growing difficulty in obtaining provisions, and it
exposed their fleet, upon a strange coast, to the
hazards of the stormy season of the year that was
fast approaching. Many of the inhabitants of the
neighbouring country meanwhile had retreated for
safety to the islets in Loch-Lomond. There, how-
ever, they were soon attacked by a division of the
invading force under the command of the King of
Man, who, first sailing to the head of Loch-Long,
and plundering the shores as they passed, then
dragged their boats across the neck of land that
divides the two lakes. “The persevering shielded
warriors of the thrower of the whizzing spear,”
sings a Norwegian celebrator of the exploit,
*“drew their boats across the broad isthmus. Our
fearless troops, the exactors of contril:ution, with
flaming brands, wasted the populous islands in the
lake and the mansions around its winding bays.”
A devastating expedition into Stirlingshire followed
under another chief. But now the heavens began
to fight against them. One gale destroyed ten of
their ships that lay in Loch-Long; and soon after,
on Monday, the 1st of October, a tempest of tremen-
dous violence from the south-west attacked the main
squadron lying under the command of Haco in the
Clyde, and tearing nearly every ship from its
moorings, after casting several of them on shore,
drove the rest, mostly dismasted or otherwise
disabled, up the channel. The Scottish forces
collected in the neighbourhood immediately fell
upon the crews of the vessels that were stranded ;
but the Norwegians defended themselves with
great valour; and assistance having been sent to
them by Haco, when the wind had somewhat
abated, they succeeded in driving off their assail-
ants. As soon as daylight appeared, Haco, who
had collected his shattered ships off the village of
Largs, landed at the head of a strong force for the
protection of two transports that had been among
the vessels cast ashore the preceding afternoon, and
which the Scots had attempted to plunder during
the night. This movement may be said to have
commenced what is called the battle of Largs. The
Scottish army, led by Alexander, the Steward of
Scotland, now came down from the surrounding
high grounds ; it consisted of a numerous body of
foot, together with a troop of 1500 cavalry, who
are described as being armed from head to heel,
and as mounted on Spanish horses, which were
also clothed in complete armour. The handful of
Norwegians, drawn up in three divisions, one of
which occupied a small hill, while the other two
were stationed on the shore, were greatly out-
numbered by this force; and Haco, as the engage-
ment was about to commence, was, although with
much difficulty, prevailed upon by his officers to
row back to the agips for further aid, But he had
scarcely got on board when' another, furious storm
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came on, and rendered the landing of more men
for the present impossible. In the mean time, the
Scots had attacked the most advanced body of the
Norwegians, who were soon obliged to fly in con-
fusion. The rout immediately became general;
numbers of the Norwegians threw themselves into
their boats and attempted to regain their ships;
the rest were driven along the shore amid showers
of arrows from their pursuing enemy. Still they
repeatedly rallied, , turning round upon their
pursuers, made an obstinate stand at every point
where the ground favoured ‘them. In this way,
although still galled by the Scots hovering on their
rear, they seem to have at length converted their
flight into a slow and comparatively orderly retreat.
Towards night, a re-enforcement from the ships
having, notwithstanding the storm, which still con-
tinued, effected a landing by extraordinary efforts,
the foreigners, if we may trust to their own ac-
count, even made a general attack upon the Scot-
tish army, and, after a short resistance, succeeded
in driving them back. They then re-embarked in
their boats and regained the ships. But on the
water the elements had been doing their destructive
work even with more effect than human rage on
land. Haco’s magnificent navy was now reduced
to a few shattered vessels ; most of those which
the wrath of the former tempests had spared, that
of this disastrous day had dashed to pieces, and
their fragments covered the beach. The Nor-
wegian king sailed away to the island of Arran,
and from thence through a course of stormy wee-
ther to Orkney, which he did not reach till the
29th of October. He proceeded no farther on his
homeward voyage. An illness seized upon him,
brought on probably by mental agony as much as
by bodily exposure and fatigue, unger which he
lingered for some weeks, and at last expired on the
15th of December.*

The battle of Largs is the great event of the
reign of Alexander. The Scottish historians make
24,000 Norwegians to have fallen in the slaughter
of that day; and although there can be no doubt
that this is an enormous exaggeration, still the
overthrow sustained by the foreigners was complete,
and the victory was among the most important the
Scots ever won. It was their last conflict with the
pirate kings. After negotiations which lasted for
nearly three years, a peace was concluded with
Norway, by which both the Hebrides and the Isle
of Man, and all other islands in the western and
southern seas of which that power mijght have
hitherto held or claimed the dominion, were made
over in full sovereignty to Scotland. The Western
Islands were never afterwards withdrawn from the
Scottish rule.

There is little more to relate under the reign of
Alexander. In some transactions relating to eccle-

® See “ The Norwegian Accoant of Haco's Expedition against

Scotland,” in Islandic and English, with notes; Ly the Rev. James
Jobastone, A.M.; 19mo,, l’};f: and *“ Observations on the Nor-
wegian Kxpedits inst Scotland, in the year 1963, and on some

; events which gave occasion to that War,” by John Dillon,
.in s of the Society of the Antiquaries of Scotland,”
vol. ii., 4t0, Edin. 1813, pp. 350407,
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siastical affairs in his later years, he maintained
the independence of the national church with great
firmness, and at the same time, with equal spirit
and prudence, kept in check the en ing
ambition of the clergy. He was present with his
queen and many of his nobility at the coronation of
Edward I., in 1274, and on that occasion did
homage, according to custora, for his English pos-
sessions. In 1278, he performed this ceremony
a second time, declaring, according to the record
preserved in the Close Rolls, that he became the
liegeman of his lord, King Edward of England,
against all le. This was substantially the
same acknowledgment that Alexander II. had
made to Henry I1I. in 1244. Tt was no admis-
sion of Edward’s claim of feudal superiority over
Scotland, as is conclusively proved, if there could
be any doubt on the subject, by the sequel of the
recon{ which expressly states that Edward “re-
ceived it, saving his right and claim to homage for
the kingdom of Scotland, when it shall please him
to bring it forward.”

The slight notice taken by history of the course
of events in Scotland for twenty years after the
battle of Largs, is the best evidence of the tran-
quillity and happiness of the country. We can
collect little more than the general fact that the
government of Alexander, after he took the ma-
nagement of affairs into his own hands, made him
universally beloved by his people, and that peace
and plenty blessed the land in his time. No foreign
enemy assailed or threatened it ; and the turbulence
of its domestic factions seems also to have given
way under the firm and judicious rule of the king.
The friendly relations, too, that were maintained
with England, and the intercourse that subsisted
between the two countries, must have been highly
favourable both to the increase of wealth and the
general improvement of the useful arts and the habits
of social life in Scotland. But clouds and storms
were soon to succeed this sunshine.

Alexander had lost his queen, Margaret of Eng-
land, in 12775 ; but, besides the daughter already
mentioned, she had left him a son, named Alex-
ander, born at Jedburgh on the 21st of January,
1264: David, a younger son, had died in his
boyhood. In 1281 the Princess Margaret was
married to Eric, king of Norway ; and the follow-
ing year the Prince of Scotland, now a youth of
eighteen, was united to Margaret, daughter of
Guy, Earl of Flanders. At this time 5\9, king
himself, as yet only in his forty-first year, might
reasonably have counted on a much longer reign ;
the alliances which he had formed for his children
promised to enable him to transmit his "sceptre to
a line of descendants; and the people seemed
entitled to look forward to the continuance of the
present peace and prosperity of the country for
many years. By a singular succession of cala-
mities all these fair hopes were, one after the other,
rapidly extinguished. First, in the latter part of
the year 1283, died the Queen of Norway, lcaving

Lonly an infant daughter.:-The "death’ of’ Queen
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tinctly announced that he proposed to regulate the
succession to the throne of Scotland as superior and
lord paramount of that kingdom, and insisted upon
their recoguition of his title as such before any
other business should be proceeded with. Little
doubt can be entertained that many of the persons
present were perfectly prepared for all this; but it
took a part of the assembly by surprise; and
at length one voice ventured to respond, that no
answer could be made to the demand that had been
addressed to them while the throne was vacant.
. “ By holy Edward ! cried the English king, *“ By
holy Edward ! whose crown I wear, T will vin-
" dicate my just rights or perish in the attempt!”
At last the meeting was adjourned till the morrow,
and from that day, on the Scots requesting a longer
delay, it was further adjourned to the 2nd of June.
Edward had already issued writs to his barons and
other military tenants in the northern counties,
commanding them to assemble at Norham on the
31d of the same month with horses, arms, and #ll
their powers.

The meeting of the 2nd of June took place on a.

green plain culled Holywell Haugh, near Upsett-
lington, on the north bank of the Tweed, opposite
to Norham Castle, and within the territory of Scot-
land. Among those present were no fewer than
eight persons who, under various titles, laid claim
to the crown. One of these was Robert Bruce,
Lord of Annandale. Turning first to him, Robert
Burnel, Bishop of Bath and Chancellor of England,
demanded  Whether he acknowledged Edward as
Lord Paramount of Scotland ? and whether he was
willing to ask and receive judgment from him in
that character ?”’ Bruce, says the official record of
the proceedings, definitively, expressly, publicly,
and openly, declared his assent. The other seven
competitors afterwards did the same. Next day,
John Baliol and another competitor, making ten in
all, appeared, and followed their example. * The
whole form of this business,’” as Lord Hailes re-
marks, “a to have been preconcerted.”
There were'probably few of the assembled nobility
and clergy that were not the sworn adherents of
one or other of the competitors ; they were divided
into the Bruce party and the ;Baliol ; and
they were of course severally ready to follow in
;v;m}tlever direction thei:he chiefs might lla?:nd them%
ith regard, again, to the two great claimants o
the crown themg:lves, if either consented to sub-
mit to the arbitration of Edward, it is obvious that
his rival bad no alternative but to acquiesce in the
same mode of deciding the question, unless he were
repared to resign all hope and chance of success.
e true explanation, however, of Baliol’s absence
on the first day of the meeting probably is, that he
sought by this piece of management, perhaps in
concert with Edward, to throw upon his opponent
the odium of taking the first step in the unpopular
course of thus surrendering the national indepen-
dence. There is reason to believe that, whether
swayed by his view of the justice of the case or by
other considerations, Edward had, from the first,
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determined that Baliol should have the crown, and
that all the anxious and protracted deliberation he
affected to give to the subject was merely so much
hollow and hypocritical formality. Of the other
claimants who ; presented themselves along with
Baliol and Bruce, most seem to have been brought
forward only to throw a greater air of lexi
over the case, and to give some chance of dividing
any opposition that might eventually be made to
the successful candidate, or even, it may be, with
the object of leuving the question of the succession
to the Scottish crown still open, if any casualty
should remove either of the two principal com-
petitors before Edward’s designs for the complete
subjection of the,country should be matured ; for
Edward’s ultimate aim certainly went far beyond
the assertion and maintenance of a mere feudal
superiority over Scotland. The whole course of
his conduct leaves no room to doubt that he in-
tended to treat Scotland as he had treated Wales,
that is to say, to make it, to all intents and purposes,
a part of the dominions of the English crown.
This union of the whole island under one sceptre
was evidently the grand scheme upon which he
had set his heart, and which inspired and directed
his whole policy. At first he hoped to accomplish
his object, in so far as Scotland was concerned, by
the marriage of his eldest son with the queen of
that country; when the death of Margaret de-
feated this arrangement, he could not for the
Eresent proceed to the attainment of his end by so

irect a path ; but that end was still the same, and
was never lost sight of for a moment. Atthis very
meeting at Norham, the English chancellor pro-
tested, in the name and 'in the presence of the
king his master, * that, although he now asserted
his right of superiority with the view of giving
judgment to the competitors, yet that he meant not
to relinquish his right of ' property in the kingdom
of Scotland, acclaimable hereafterin fit manner and
time convenient.”** And the manner in which he
treated Baliol after he had set him upon the throne
as clearly indicates the same purpose, and indeed is
only intelligible on that supposition. All this has
been ve? strangely overlooked by some of the
writers of this part of our history.

The proceedings at Norham, on the 3rd of June,
were terminated by an unanimous agreement that a
body of 104 commissioners should be appointed to
examine the cause and re to Edward; forty
being named by Baliol, the same number by Bruce,
and the remainder by Edward himself, who was,
moreover, empowered to add to the commission as
many more persons as he chose. On the 11th of
the same month, the regents of Scotland made a
solemn surrender of the kingdom into the hands of
the English king, and the keepers of castles made
a like surrender of their trusts; in both
however, on the condition that Edward should
make full restitution in two months from the date
of his award in the cause of the succession.

Gilbert de Umfraville, Earl of Angus, alone
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refused to deliver the castles of Dundee and Forfar,
which he held, without an obligation to indemnify
him from Edward and all the competitors. It was
found expedient to comply with the terms thus
insisted upon by ““the only Scotsman,” observes
Lord Hailes, *who acted with integrity and spirit
on this trial of national integrity and spirit.> “On
the 15th of the same month Bruce and his son,
Baliol, and many of the principal Scottish barons,
swore fealty to Edward. One churchman only, the
Bishop of Sodor, presented himself to perform the
disgraceful ceremony. The peace of the King of
Englapd, as Lord Paramount of Scotland, was tien
proclaimed, and the assembly finally adjourned to
the 2nd of August.* Edward himself, in the
mean time, made a progress through Scotland, in
the course of which he visited Edinburgh, Dun-
fermline, St. Andrew’s, Kinghorn, Linlithgow, and
Stirling ; wherever he a ed, calling upon per-
sons of all ranks, from bishops and earls to bur-
® Halles, i, 343252, U

s, to sign the rolls of homage as his vassals.

Isewhere officers were appointed to receive the

oaths ; whoever refused to take the