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PREFACE.

THE circumstances leading me to undertake the
present Work are fully explained in the third
chapter of the Introduction. I have therein also
given a summary of the different eras or periods
which my design, as now modified, comprehends.
The text of the fourth Book, or third Volume,
containing the history of the Conqueror’s three
sons,—Robert, Rufus, and Henry,—in Normandy,
in Palestine, and in England, is printed, and I am
making every endeavour to complete the second,
or intervening volume, as speedily as possible.
When 1 commenced, I did not contemplate a
narrative history upon so extensive a scale as
that which now appears; or rather, I proposed
to myself a set of concurrent works (the History
being one), so planned as that they should fit
into each other,—mutually explanatory,—deducing
and illustrating the medieeval history of England,
not only as a Sovereign state, but also as a
member of the Western Commonwealth, and ex-
hibiting men and morals under different aspects,
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varying the treatment according to the subject-
matter; yet all combining into one course of in-
struction with my other works more particularly
devoted to our Constitutional History, or containing
the original muniments or materials for the same.-
The History of England, properly so called, the
recital of English events and affairs, was first com-
posed with the intent that it should continue the
" History of the Anglo-Saxons, in about six volumes
of the same size.—Essays upon Literature, Science,
the influence of the Church, the antagonism of
the World, the Fine Arts, Guilds and Fraternities,
Commerce, Literature, the Crusades, general views
of the French Provinces more peculiarly con-
nected with England, and the like, were sketched
for the purpose of forming another work accom-
panying the History.—Useful information relating
to legal or political institutions, (themes in them-
selves rather arid,) might, I thought, be popularly
introduced through the medium of fictitious nar-
rative.—Lastly, retaining a vivid recollection of
the delight which, when younger, I had received
from Southey’s Chronicle of the Cid, 1 gratified
myself by the supposition that there were pas-
sages in our English annals susceptible of being
presented in a similar style; and I began a
“Chronicle of John Lackland™ accordingly.
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None of these subsidiaries to the narrative his-
tory, however, satisfied me.—In order to mitigate
the inherent dogmatism of disquisitions, I intro-
duced in the Essays many historical anecdotes ;
but by plucking out the interesting characters
and dramatic incidents, the History became im-
poverished for the enrichment of the Essays, and
I therefore found that I could not afford to spend
my means upon them.

Sir Walter Scott having exhausted his plea-
surable stores in his Tales of a Grandfather, thus
ruined his History of Scotland. He anticipated
that both works would be equally read; but it
may be doubted whether one in a hundred of the
innumerable readers who, as children, were enrap-
tured by the fascinating, yet most instructive
passages of history collected for their amuse-
ment in the T'ales, have, according to the author’s
expectation, “ perused with advantage the graver
publication designed for their use, when their
appetite for knowledge should encrease with en-
creasing age.”

In The Merchant and the Friar,1 employ Roger
Bacon as the expounder of Medieval Science,
but the action of the story is conceived for the
purpose of explaining some important passages
of our ancient Constitution. One principal ob-

VOL. I ¢
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ject sought, was to depict the High Court of
Parliament, during the period when service in
the Upper House was deemed onerous, and the
attendance in the Lower, though not altogether
undesirable, was still reckoned a duty which
many would shift off, just as we now endea-
vour to escape being put on juries, or becoming
members of the Parish Vestry. The attributes
of the Medieval Parliament, moreover, require
to be viewed under a different aspect to that
which they now assume, (the Council being an
integral organ thereof,) a Senate, and also a
Supreme Court of Justice, to which the Subject
could apply for actual redress of injuries—the
poor man’s Court, where the Englishman might
sue in form4 pauperis without sustaining the poor
man’s degradation. It was the union of judicial
and political characters in Parliament—the admi-
nistration of remedial justice—which endeared
that unparalleled Assembly to Old England: an
attribute which has been completely ignored by
foreigners, and never sufficiently acknowledged
by ourselves. I therein also have attempted to
correct the astounding misconceptions concerning
trial by jury, and to substitute sober truth for the
romantic fictions which exhibit .a procedure—
according to its present course and principles
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scarcely older than the Tudors—as a judgment
by the Peers of the accused, the inheritance of
Alfred’s wisdom.

An unpublished work of the same class,—three
generations of an imaginary Norfolk family,—
elucidates the relative positions of landlord and
tenant during the transition-period of military and
villain tenures, Wat Tyler winding up the catas-
trophe. But when this tale was completed it
became evident to the manufacturer that he had
spoiled sound materials.—Moral or social discus-
sions, grounded upon past or contemporary his-
tory, rarely, if ever, make any beneficial impres-
sion when clothed in a garb by which existences
and inventions are confounded. Any incontest-
able misery pourtrayed in the Socialist Novel,
which pricks the conscience of the Capitalist, he
refuses as an invention; and any invention which
he can deflect so as to suit his own views, he
adopts as a reality. Historical novels are mortal
enemies to history.— Ivankoe is all of a piece—
language, characters, incidents, manners, thoughts,
are out of time, out of place, out of season, out of
reason, ideal or impossible.—When, on the waters
of the gentle Don, there glided the Swan with &wo
necks ; then Gurth, with the brass collar soldered

round his one, so tight as to be incapable of being
c2
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removed excepting by the use of the file, tended
swine in the woodlands of Rotheram.

King John’s mock black-letter Chronicle finally
convinced me that modern antiques of every kind
dispel all reverend notions of antiquity. The
sensation of the sham is invincible. In the most
perfect resuscitation of Henry the Third’s ¢ Early
English,” the tooling of the well-tempered town-
made chisel inscribes “Victoria and Albert” upon
every stone.

These adjuncts being discarded, I have ab-
sorbed any useful matter or reflections which they
contained or suggested into this present history,
thereby rendering it more diversified. Other con-
siderations contributed to widen the field beyond
the boundary I originally intended to occupy.
Having in the history of the Anglo-Saxons intro-
duced William the Bastard claiming as the heir-
testamentary or expectant of the Confessor, I did
not, according to my primary scheme, intend to
deal with him in his earlier years: but when I
worked upon the reign of William the Conqueror
in England, I found I could not make out a satis-
factory story otherwise than by presenting the
same as a continuation of his previous life and
fortunes. The like observation applied also to
his advisers and companions, very particularly
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to Lanfranc, the great restorer of the Church of
England ; and therefore the necessity of a his-
tory of the Duchy of Normandy became appa-
rent. Such a history has hitherto been a desi-
deratum in the English language; nor has this
subject been sufficiently treated by the French.
I would wish on all occasions to acknowledge the
deep obligations we owe to our French fellow-
labourers: but in Sismondi’s history, Normandy
constitutes but a very small episode; and the
writers of less reputation, who have written
special histories of Normandy, however useful
they may be as pioneers, have not evinced the
merits characterizing the French school.

The richness of our Anglo-Norman history is
8o exuberant that I could not bring myself to
compress the vintage into a juiceless. residuum,
Therefore, renouncing the hope of prosecuting the
work to the Tudor era, I finally determined to
restrict myself to such a portion or portions as
my times would allow :—not stintedly, but upon
a scale commensurate with their value ;—hence
the bulk which the work has acquired.

Amold was blamed for the length of his
volumes. 1 would reply to the like objection,
should it be raised, in Arnold’s words: “I am
“convinced by a tolerably large experience, that
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“ most readers find it almost impossible to impress
-* on their memories a mere abridgment of history .
‘“the number of names and events crowded into
“a small space is overwhelming to them, and
‘“the absence of details in the narrative makes it
‘“impossible to communicate to it much of in-
“terest. Neither characters nor events can be
“‘developed with that particularity which is the
“best help to the memory, because it attracts
‘“and engages us, and impresses images on the
“mind as well as facts.” Not merely are meagre
abridgments devoid of interest, but, under the
existing circumstances of society, they become
snares for the conscience, seducing men to content
themselves with a perfunctory notion of history,
and, when occasion calls, to act upon imperfect
knowledge.

Historical truth never can be elicited save by
comparison. Particularly is this labour of com-
parison incumbent upon every one who, in his
sphere, may be called upon to legislate or influ-
ence the duty of legislation, a duty perhaps in-
volving the most fearful responsibility which can
devolve upon any human being ; for the function
of the Lawgiver is the highest exercised by man.
Human institutions are rarely, perhaps never,
beneficial or mischievous, simply in themselves ;
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they become beneficial or mischievous by their
relation to other institutions; and therefore when
presented to ratiocination without these concurrent
circumstances, they only mislead the judgment,
substituting words and phrases for real know.
ledge. No one book, however excellent, can teach
you singly and alone. History requires no less
study than Law. We cannot dabble in its prac-
tical application. Would you take upon yourself
to pay down your purchase-money for an acre
of land, upen your knowledge of conveyancing
derived from Blackstone’s Commentaries ?

The publication of a work which has occupied
the best part of my life is not unattended by
considerable anxiety. In every stage it has been
spoken : that is to say, written down by dicta-
tion, and transcribed from dictation. Advantages
and disadvantages, counterbalancing each other,
attend this mode of composition. The sound
of his own voice encourages the speaker to ex-
press his mind more fully than when he is
sitting before his desk.—The single amanuensis
represents a whole audience. But a speaker may
also be seduced into many liberties of speech,
and tempted to indulge in digressions and fan-
cies which would not have occurred to him if
penning his silent thoughts in solitude. '
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I therefore appear somewhat in the character
of a lecturer, who prints his lectures as they
have been reported under his direction. He ad-
dresses pupils who belong to him, who interest.
him, whom he exerts himself to teach, trying to
render his lessons intelligible and agreeable, vary-
ing his modes of expression according to the spur
of the moment or the play of thought, and throw-
ing in occasionally a word, when he judges by
the aspect and manner of his hearers that an
explanation, or modification, or an awakening
of attention, is needed.—Hence the composition
has acquired a species of familiar and colloquial
character ; and the Author trusts he shall obtain
the indulgence granted to those whose position
he assumes.—May he not hope to be excused as
an instructor intent upon his duty, however imper-
fectly he may -have succeeded?

Fully am I aware that I may be thought, on
some occasions, to have neglected “the dignity
of history.”—But is any peculiar fashion of dic-
tion required for history? Wordsworth has for
ever dispelled that notion with respect to poetry.
Nor can history, otherwise than according to a
remote analogy, be considered as a work of art,
or subjected to normal rules. The notion of his-
torical dignity may be as safely rejected as the
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doctrine of dramatic unity. The more clearly the
story is told, the better it will be understood ; the
more amusingly, the better it will be recollected.
The more the author has thought upon the sub-
ject, the more will he kindle congenial thoughts
in others. Trite truths are often the most weighty ;
hackneyed incidents the most influential ;—any
manner or device, any mode whereby you can
stamp them with a new form, renews their in-
structive value.—Tone, idiom, language, allusion
or illustration, whatever tends to rouse observa-
tion, to stimulate perception, or aid the memory,
adds to the power of instruction, in which con-
gists the real dignity of history.

Any writer treating the dark or middle ages
has a much more delicate as well as difficult
task to perform than the historian engaged upon
the antecedent periods of classical antiquity.
His materials are more abounding, their compass
and variety greater, therefore the greater danger
of redundancy and confusion. The theme, and
every point connected therewith, has been made
painfully polemic and contentious.—The classical
historian is supported by general prepossessions
on his behalf: he has more than the old Prize-
fighter used to crave, a clear stage and no favour;
be has already got a clear stage and favour be-
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sides. All his readers go with him, so far as the
subject is concerned. There may be great dif-
ferences in historical theories, various estimates of
character, conflicting opinions respecting the ten-
dencies of institutions, or the political lessons to
be derived therefrom : but, in essentials, opinions
are universally consentaneous—all worship in the
Parthenon, and crown the tomb of Leonidas ; all
agree in admiring Greece and Rome, their mytho-
logy, their literature, their poets, their heroes.
The unpleasant groupes of the picture are lightly
touched, depravity euphemized, vice condonated,
nay, rites and objects of worship, images of pollu-
tion which the archaologist dare not describe,
elicit a conciliatory apology as primeval symbols
of the powers of nature.

With respect to the medieval era the case is
exactly reversed. A dead set has been made
against the middle ages, as periods immersed
in darkness, ignorance, and barbarity. But most
of all have these censures been directed against
mediseval Christianity,—* an abject superstition,
“tending only to the depression and debasement
‘“of the human mind.”—According to the repre-
sentations promulgated by a celebrated authority
of the last century, who, in this Empire, has con-
tributed more than any other, to direct public
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opinion upon such subjects—*‘ the barbarous na-
“tions, when converted to Christianity, changed
“the object, not the spirit of their religious wor-
“ghip. They endeavoured to conciliate the favour
“of the true God, by means not unlike to those
“which they had employed in order to appease
“ their false deities. Instead of aspiring to sanc-
“tity and virtue, which alone can render men
“accceptable to the great Author of order and
“of excellence, they imagined that they satisfied
“every obligation of duty by a scrupulous ob-
““gervance of external ceremonies. Religion, ac-
“ cording to their conception of it, comprehended
*“mothing else ; and the rites, by which they per-
“suaded themselves that they should gain the
“favour of Heaven, were of such a nature as
“ might have been expected from the rude ideas
“ of the ages which devised and introduced them.
“They were either so unmeaning as to be alto-
« gether unworthy of the Being to whose honour
“they were consecrated, or so absurd as to be a
« disgrace to reason and humanity. Charlemagne
“in France, and Alfred the Great in England,
“endeavoured to dispel this darkness, and gave
“their subjects a short glimpse of light and know-
“ledge. But the ignorance of the age was too
“ powerful for their efforts and institutions. The
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“ darkness returned, and settled over Europe more
“ thick and heavy than before.”

These calumnies,—which, if excused, are only
excusable by the plea of insuperable ignorance,—
not unfrequently exalted into fanatical hatred, have
been produced by various causes, some so subtle
that they escape us whilst we are recognizing them,
others discrepant amongst themselves, all never-
theless tending to the same conclusions, Sagacious
Fleury warns us that Christian antiquity was first
decried in Italy. He dates the sentiment frown the
era of the revival of letters. The depreciation of
the dark ages originated, according to Fleury’s
indication, from the disgust excited by the bar-
barisms of medieeval latinity :—the Scholar’s en-
thusiasm, and the pedant’s conceit, combining with
intellectual and moral tendencies adverse to reli-
gion. The agents he signalizes are a Politian, a
Valla, a Poggius, a Bembo: men of critical taste,
dubious faith and profligate lives, who cultivated
the elegances of literature amidst the atheism of
Padua, the paganism of Carregi, and the rank
debauchery of the Vatican. But Fleury stops
short in his deduction. In proportion as refine-
ment advanced in modern Europe, so did most
good men participate in the same ethos, swayed
by that engouement for classical literature, which
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rendered every name and thing connected with
the mediseval periods baroque or absurd, whilst to
heathenism, education and intellect yielded the
deepest homage.

La Fable offre & Fesprit mille agrémens divers—

La tous les noms heureux semblent nés pour les vers;

Ulysse, Agamemnon, Oreste, Idomenée,

Heléne, Menelaus, Paris, Hector, Enée.

O le plaisant projet d’'un Poéte ignorant,

Qui de tant de héros va choisir Childebrand !

D’un seul nom quelquefois le son dur ou bizarre

Rend un poéme entier, ou burlesque ou barbare.

All classes responded to these modish sen-
timents. Dom Rivet and Dom Clemencet, Dom
Montfaucon and Dom Mabillon endeavoured to
shew that they were not strangers to good com-
pany; and, in order that they might not lose
caste in the .dcademie des Inscriptions, or the
cercle, spoke occasionally with fastidiousness of
the dark ages.—Fenelon himself could find no
better medium of inculcating the lessons of good
government to the heir of the throne than through
the adaptation of an Homeric fable.

Abstractedly from all the influences which we
have sustained in common with the rest of the
civilized commonwealth, our British disparage-
ment of the middle ages has heen exceedingly
enhanced by our grizzled ecclesiastical or church-
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historians of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies, men who instead of vindicating the Refor-
mation, by the advocacy of reverence for holy
things, obedience, love, charity, sought to esta-
blish righteousness through vengeance, and in all
ways rendering evil for evil. ¢ Hate your ene-
mies” is with them the Law and the Prophets.
These * standard works,” accepted and received
as Canonical Books, have tainted the nobility of
our national mind. An adequate parallel to their
bitterness, their shabbiness, their shirking, their
habitual disregard of honour and veracity, is
hardly afforded even by the so-called  Anti-
Jacobin ” press during the revolutionary and Im-
perial wars. The history of Napoleon, his Ge-
nerals and the French nation, collected from these
exaggerations of selfish loyalty, rabid aversion,
and panic terror, would be the match of our popu-
lar and prevailing ideas concerning Hildebrand,
or Anselm, or Becket, or Innocent III. or me-
diseval Catholicity in general, grounded upon our
ancestorial traditionary *standard ecclesiastical
authorities,” such as Burnet's Reformation, or Fox’s
Book ¢of Martyrs—They are wrong when on the
right side, false, when true.—The Judge drunken
with party-fury, pronouncing the deserved sen-
tence upon the guilty culprit, is equally a mur-
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derer with the criminal whom he condemns:—
cruelty may be reprobated so as to generate
merciless malignity ; idolatry, rebuked in a spirit
of blasphemy ; superstition so derided as to blot
out belief in Omnipotence—never was any lite-
rature more calculated to derogate against the
glory of God and destroy good will towards man.

But the most wide pervading and influential
impulse to these sentiments emanated from phi-
losophical France. The wit, the knowledge, all
the acquired talents and mental gifts bestowed
upon her men of letters, during the era of the
Encyclopédie, were devoted to their sincere voca-
tion, their avowed object, their pride—the sub-
version of Christianity. Every branch of instruc-
tion, themes and subjects in themselves the most
innocent, the most agreeable, the most beneficial,
were thus consistently and unceasingly employed,
and none more successfully than mediseval his-
tory.

The scheme and intent of medimval Catholi-
city was to render Faith the all-actuating and all-
controlling vitality. This high aspiration failed,
such a state of society being absolutely incom-
patible with the Kingdoms of the world. Never-
theless, so far as the system extended, it had
the effect of connecting every social element with
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Christianity. And Christianity being thus wrought -
up into the medisval system, every medieval
institution, character, or mode of thought afforded
the means or vehicle for the vilification of Christi-
anity, Never do these writers, or their School,
whether in France or in Great Britain, Voltaire
or Mably, Hume, Robertson, or Henry, treat the
Clergy or the Church with fairness; not even
with common honesty. If historical notoriety en-
forces the allowance of any merit to a Priest, the
effect of this extorted acknowledgement is des-
troyed by a happy turn, a clever insinuation, or
a coarse inuendo. Consult, for example, Hume
when compelled to notice the Archbishop Hu-
bert’s exertions in procuring the concession of
Magna Charta ; and Henry, narrating the com.
munications which passed between Gregory the
Great and Saint Austin.

By a peculiar ingenuity of disingenuousness,
they convert the efforts made by the mediseval
Church for the repression of vice and immorality
into accusations against her. The woful examples
of profligacy, avarice, worldliness, corruption,
and depravity, abounding during the middle ages
(as they do amongst all men and in all ages),
brought forward so prominently, occurring in a
state of society offering far greater temptations
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than our own, and affording far fewer opportuni-
ties of concealment, are recorded by the Pontiffs,
who warred against the delinquents—by the
Canons of the Councils legislating against the
iniquities, by the good and holy men who de-
plored the scandals and the sins of their times.
Those who adopt a similar plan act as a foreign
traveller might do, were he to gather from the
metropolitan Police reports, and the trials at
the Old Bailey, the peculiar characteristics of
the morals of England.

But about the period when the doctrines of
the French philosophical school were vigorously
propagated with all the charms of novelty in
England, the rekabilitation of the Middle Ages was
preparing by a young Fellow of St John’s, and a
Collector of virty, equally unconscious of each
other’s proceedings, and of the great moral revolu-
tion they were destined to cause. The future
Bishop of Dromore, visiting at the house of a
country friend, saw, lying on the floor beneath
a bureau, an old, ragged, dirty, paper book, of
which the housemaid had torn away half for
the purpose of lighting her fires. Curiosity led
him to rescue the remaining leaves from destruc-
tion: and whilst the gentle antiquary was editing

the treasure of Minstrelsy he had acquired, the
VOL. 1. d
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Connoisseur was fitting up a tiny lath and plaster
toyshop and raree-show in a suburban village :—
Percy published the Reliques: Horace Walpole
opened Strawberry Hill———The term Gothic,
in Addison’s times the most intellectually de-
grading that could be applied, has become the
symbol of admiration. The poetry of the Middle
Ages is studied with delight ; some respect is paid
to Medieval Philosophy, more to Medieval Divi-
nity : Medieval institutions, manners and customs,
are favourite sources of popular literature. The
" overcharged and overwhelming imputations of
gross ignorance have received the most complete
refutation. Yet in the same manner as the
opponents of the Middle Ages have condemned
them for their virtues, so have their defenders
extolled their faults, justified their sins—Chivalry,
not unjustly stigmatized by Arnold as embody-
ing the spirit of Antichrist—the atrocities of the
Crusades,—even that most fatal error, the breach
of the second commandment,—and elevated them
to an ideal excellence which the world never
saw, of universal piety, content, and happiness—
“ merrie old England.”

May 2nd, 1851.
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Page 13, Marginal note, line 8, for Teutonic read historic.
60, line 8 from bottom, for Julia bona read Insula bona.

148, line 12, for Sithin read St Quentin, and dele Saint Quentin line 13.
203, lines 6—9, for Roundhead or Cavalier, Papist or Protestant, &o., read
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244, line 10 from bottom, for temptations read temptings.

406, line 6 from bottom, for Henry the Fowler, son of Otho the Great, read
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INTRODUCTION.

GENERAL RELATIONS OF MEDIZAVAL HISTORY.

CHAPTER I.

THE FOURTH MONARCHY.

§ 1. FEw similes possess such truth as that
most trite dne—the Stream of Time—or rather Thestream
the simile is the abstract idea of Time, presented ot fime.
to our sensuous perceptions, in the only form in-
telligible to the human mind., Every human
being is only-a bubble upon the surface of the
water, conducted onwards, not according to hig
own choice, or in proportion to his own strength,
but unconsciously, irresistibly, obeying the im-
pulse given alike to him and to all others who
have preceded him, even from the first Father
of our race. Every event befalling the indi-
vidual man or human society, every act and
action produced by the instruments, often most
strong when weakest, most subtilely instigative
when most obscure, appointed to influence, direct,
or govern the fortunes of their brethren, is com-
prehended in the eternal scheme, whereby the

VOL. I B
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whole creation, Spiritual and Material, ever was,
is, and will be an unity in course, object and
destiny.

The events appearing to us consecutive,
are essentially consentaneous: indistinct and
transient disclosures of the decree, foredoomed
before all Time, and not to be fulfilled until
Time  shall pass away:—dim glimpses of the
changeless sky, caught between the vaporous
margins of the driving clouds. Eternity is the
perfect union,—utterly baffling to the human un-
derstanding,—of unceasing energy and absolute
repose ; and the impossibility of conceiving this
union compels us to make a deceitful distinction
between efficient causes and final causes. The
intentions we denominate final causes are eter-
nally in operation: the beginning and the end are
simultaneous in the designs of Him who is Alpha
and Omega, the First and the Last.

But our intellect can only receive the idea of
succession: no rest was intended for man: there
can be none, till the power of Death shall be
destroyed, and Heaven and Earth dissolved. No
one generation can be severed from any preceding
generation: we are all partners. Blessings and
Curses are portions of our inheritance. The Fa-
ther’s sins are visited upon the Children; whilst
again, the Children are benefited by graces not
their own: the mercy as marvellous to us as the
judgment.
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History therefore becomes a continuous
drama, wherein each scene conduces to the next,
each act has its peculiar catastrophe, tangled
into each other’s chain, all inseparable. History
is only another aspect of Time; and Time never
stands still. OQur grammar teaches us falsely :
there is no such tense as the present, nor is the
present tense admitted into the most philoso-
phical of all languages; the only speech of man
subsisting uncontaminated by any ideas resulting
from the false worship of material idolatry, or the
intellectual idolatry of false knowledge. To Man, °
all is either past or future : our mortal individu-
ality has no other existence except in our recol-
lections or by our anticipations. Before we think
the thought, the Present, the indivisible moment
has departed for ever, and merges in all pre-
cedent eternity.

But whilst the Stream, so truly depicting
the sequence of mundane events, maintains the
invincible downward course, it is otherwise with
the agencies granted or permitted to Human
Will—the consequences of the actions resulting
from Man’s responsibility. The current does
not work alone: there are other forces which
you must consider, — the forces originating in
man’s disobedience or obedience,—his seeking
evil or good, his rebellion or his submission. You
may reach the springs of the gushing waters,
trace out the rills and rivulets as they swell

B2
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and coalesce and fall into each other, delineate the
feeders, map out the bights and bends, measure the
banks and boundaries ; but you must do still more.

Mark the turning of the tide: a semblance,
though an imperfect one, of the manner in
which the opinions and secret operations of the
human mind become manifest in the stream.
First, a slender and scarcely perceptible thread
ascends, quietly and gently, yet most steadily and
undeviatingly, through the centre, occasioning the
smallest counter-current, discernible merely by the
slightest undulating ripples or the floating weeds.

But this thread speedily opens wider and
wider, expanding, winning upon the main cur-
rent, which narrows more and more, yielding
to the intrusion, until the fluvial course is evi-
dent only in the diminishing currents on either
brink, and these at last disappear, and the tide
is wholly turned; so that an Observer, who had
never previously visited the river, or whose
knowledge was limited to a portion of the banks,
might well mistake the antagonistic counter-cur-
rent for the regular stream.

Moreover, other causes may perplex him:
the level of the stream, altered by the summer’s
drought or the winter’s flood: the brackish or
turbid springs rising from below, embittering or
darkening the purer and clearer element, all
may mislead him in his judgment; yet still the
river will flow on, in perennial strength, nou-
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rished by the descending clouds, branching, eddy-
ing, spreading, dividing, until the waves return to
the ocean, hollowed by the Hand which separated
them from the waters above the firmament.

§ 2. Even if the scheme of history deduced Fhe Four
from the Four temporal Empires, as the pro-
gress of human events has been revealed by
the Prophetic Vision, possessed no other autho-
rity or recommendation than the character of a
technical or artificial system, calculated to assist
the Master in imparting the lesson and the Pupil
in retaining the instruction, none other so useful,
convenient and consistent, could be found.

Say rather, no other historical theory can be Revelation
devised, enabling us to teach or study, however stion of
erringly, the deeds, the institutions, and the un- History.
folding destinies of mankind. Indeed it is not
our knowledge, but our ignorance, which com-
pels us to adopt this philosophy. We have no
choice, save between the light and the dark-
ness; for, with respect to the pristine ages of
the world, we know nothing historically true,
beyond the facts whereunto Holy Scriptures bear
their witness. The same Ineffable Wisdom, speak-
ing in them, has also annihilated every other
authentic record of those remote eras, or covered
the memorials, if any exist, with an obscurity
which no acuteness can dispel. If the Enquirers,
who, within the deserted temples of Misraim,
interrogate the dumb oracles, imagine that an
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answer is returned, it is merely the echo of their
own voice: the reply tells them only what they
have told. If they fancy they see a living form
amongst the monster idols, it is only the reverie
of an opium-dream. The offering they have
placed upon the altar is taken up again by them
as their reward: they go out bearing the sacrifice
they brought in, and nothing more.

No language, and the mystic characters of
Egypt are as a language, has ever been recovered
after the interruption of oral tradition during
one entire generation. Like the electric fire,
transmitted through the living chain, hand grasp-
ing hand, if there be any break, the transmission
ceases: let hand drop from hand, the ethereal
energy is lost. In these latter days, all our con-
versance with ancient speech results mediately or
immediately from living tradition. Each scholar
has been an auditor: the living lips have spoken
to the living ear: each learner has received the
doctrine from a living teacher; and, teacher in
his turn, there has never been a dead silence.
No languages are so truly living as those which
have been consecrated to prayer and praise.
The Hebrew has never died; it is a living lan-
guage: the Greek has never died; it is a living
language : the Latin has never died ; it is a living
language. No hour has ever passed wherein their
voices have not been heard; and, if this enquiry
be pursued philologically, it will be found that
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even when the continuous line of descent appears
to have failed, some other of the cognate dialects,
some other testimony derived from the Tower
of Confusion will still become the interpreter
which we require.

With the exception of those races governed
by a revealed or special providence, marked out
thereby as lessons or as warnings—none more
prominently amongst the uncovenanted, none
more instructively, than that wonderful people,
who, grounding their laws, their judgments, their
usages, their entire policy and entire faith upon
the first Commandment with promise, have been
rewarded by a national longevity unparalleled
in the world; for inasmuch as they amongst
the Gentile Empires alone have collectively de-
served the blessing, by them alone has the bless-
ing been earned ;—all the history we know, all
we really need to know, all we can ever really
know, is inseparably bound in and wound up
with the spheres of Assyria, Persia, Greece and
Rome. In and by their successive developments,
every other power has been, or is preparing to
be, ruled, affected, or involved.

§ 3. Rome’s cruelties, baffling conception by TheFourth
their infinity, her vices, so detestable that no f:‘;{l‘:‘g“i
tongue can risk the pollution of holding them up giam...
to infamy, her absolute hatred against God, re- wealth.
ceived their chastisement; but her dominion was
not extinguished. Races the most adverse, who
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divided her provinces amongst them as a spoil,
who executed vengeance against her temples, who
led her children into captivity, who insulted and
loathed her imbecility and baseness, nevertheless
humbly knelt before their Captive as the dis-
penser of their temporal power. Not of the
blood of Rome, they claimed to be her heirs,
engrafting their heroic ancestors upon the stem
of the Caesars.

Develop- | This devolution of authority from Rome, this

Bomano-  ghgorption of Roman authority by the Barba-

policy.  yians, this political, and more than political,
this moral unity, this confirmation of a dominion
which they seemed to subvert, this acknowledg-
ment of the authority they defied, is the great
truth upon which the whole history of European
society, and more than European society, Euro-
pean civilization, depends.

Rome, working in dark unconsciousness, pre-
pared the nutriment for the Kings who were
to arise out of her State. Claudius, by that
harangue which we read deeply graven on brass,
in the great Capital of Celtic Gaul, taught the
soundest lessons of legislation. The ascription
of the ancient Gaulish families into the Sena-
torial rank gave them an interest in their own
country and in the Empire. The universal conces-
sion of Roman citizenship removed the badges of
humiliation, the sources of grudge and jealousy;
yet, as in all human institutions, there was a
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weakness counterbalancing the strength, an error
neutralizing the wisdom. These privileges ex-
cited in the Provinces a tendency to separation,
of which those bold, great, venturous, and often
wise men, whom we too abusively call the Tyrants
of the Lower Empire,—fully availed themselves.
What possible reason have we to perpetuate the
stigma unjustly conveyed by that term? Did
the Empire offer any standard of legitimacy ex-
cept success? Postumus was as legitimate in
his great Empire of the Gauls as Aurelian. Can
we deny that Carausius was the true Ceesar of
Britain *—The provincial Emperors were in fact
national Sovereigns; they founded the Thrones
of Western Christendom.

The Romans had been gradually approximat- e o
ing to the Barbarians: the Barbarians, with even v
more alacrity and power, were wresting the do- 3 of the
minion from the Empire. Were not the ma- Zpece™™
jority of the Emperors barbarians by name, by
race, by lineage, by language, by character?

These purple-clad Barbarians swayed the for-
tunes of the world. Long had this political com-
mixture of races existed. The Romans taught
their Vassals to become their Lords. They edu-
cated Goth and Celt and Teuton and Iberian for
the Imperial throne, when they, the Gens togata,
rejoiced in the submission voluntarily rendered
by barbarian Sovereigns, who sought to encrease
their own magnificence by accepting the Regal
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name and the Regal insignia from the Roman
power. The first real king in Germany, Ario-
vistus, became King by the gratitude or favour
of the first of the Cesars.
Venerstion  'We have all read how the Gaulish Warriors
sdby  were stayed in silent awe before the Senate,
assembled in that Forum which they were about
to destroy. The columns rose in glory, again to
fall; but the same veneration hovered amongst
the ruins, continuing to hallow the cruelties, the
depravities, the feebleness, the decrepitude of
Rome. When the barbarian Sovereigns estab-
lished themselves within the sacred boundaries of
the Empire, when the Ostrogoth held his court at
Verona, and the Frank encamped in Gaul, they
honoured the very Sovereigns over whom they
had usurped. Flushed with victory, the Barba-
rians scarcely dared to own, even to themselves,
that they were rebels against the ancient Mistress
of the World. Her fear was yet upon them.
There are appointed seasons of crisis, when
it pleases Him through whom Kings reign and
Princes decree justice, to withdraw the authority
He has imparted. The commission by which they
rule is cancelled. Then, all sovereignty collapses,
obedience is gone, command utterly lost. Kings
and Princes, crownless though crowned, naked
though invested with the royal robe, shiver,
powerless before the blast. But except during
these periods,—amongst which we reckon not
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the established ascendancy of democracy, a re-
gency the most despotic of all Monarchies, for
Monarchy is irrespective of the number who
may exercise the sovereignty, provided there be
a sufficient coercive unity and singleness of spirit
in the government—but except during these
periods, man inclines far more readily to obe-
dience than to independence. Yielding to the
natural law, the instinct of submission clings
to him. He succumbs pleasurably to the feeling,
or rather the duty, of personal or hereditary
respect—Such is the moral force of historical
traditions, as they have been called by those
politicians and writers who weakly endeavour to
revive them by book antiquarianisms and ssthetic
artificialities. And this duty honours him who
renders the service as much as, nay even more,
than the object to whom the duty is rendered.

Opinions and opportunities, war, policy, pride,
necessity, co-operated in thetransmutations where-
by the Fourth Monarchy was vested in the King-
doms which sprung from Rome; transmutations
effected by simultaneous decomposition and con-
solidation. The Barbarians had healthy minds,
rough, honest, devout. Ancient traditions taught Supposed
the Franks to claim the Romans as their kins- tween the
men. The fair-haired Germans of the Rhine risssand
traced their ancestry to the banks of the Scaman- ™
der and the fugitives of Troy. Our Cymric tribes,
as is familiarly known, asserted the like origin.
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The simple faith, accrediting such traditions, may
have been fully as consonant to historical reason-
ing as the sceptical dogmatism of civilization, by
which they are inexorably denied. An Anglo-
Saxon Monk, deducing Cerdic’s lineage from
Noah through Woden, is, upon his theory, if
you judge him merely by the logic of historical
evidence, wiser than the philosophic historian,
who commences his investigation by scorning at
the common origin of mankind.

Traditional Amongst primitive races, whether flourish-

gles: their ing in past ages, or lingering in our own, history

sathen-  jg pot distinguishable from genealogies. They

E?ég“‘;&l’“ reckon by generations, not by eras: man dealing
doms.  with man, not deceiving himself with abstrac-
tions. It should seem that the literate mind is
incompetent to judge fairly of the mind working
through other instruments of thought. Our em-
ployment of writing, as the sole means of preserv-

ing knowledge, enfeebles the power of memory,

and causes us to forget the powers of memory.
Accustomed only to the cultivated plant, we do not
sufficiently  estimate the vigour of the natural
growth. Could we penetrate into the inward

mind of classes or races appearing to us the most

stolid or degraded, we should know, that, vile as

they are rendered in our sight by the squalor and

stench of savage life, their capacities, perceptions

_and sensibilities, are identical with our own. The

soul is not measured by the facial angle. The
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Autochthon of Tasmania understood his law of real
property and his canons of descent, as clearly as
any English conveyancer; and his appreciation of
his land’s value was no less shrewd than that
entertained by the Settler who cleared him off
by gun, bloodhound, and poison. Genealogies
entrusted to memory, known &y heart,—that
most forcible expression—are written in a living
record, compared to which the Herald’s Roll is
chaff and straw. Flattery cannot interpolate a
link in such pedigrees—not to be confounded
with fabled dynastic lists :—ignorance cannot
corrupt the manuscript: hostility cannot destroy
the testimony, except by the total extirpation of
the witnesses. Writing preserves ampler facts
and transmits more accurate details; yet, in these
instances, without affording greater certainty.

A very singular concurrence enables us to Compe-
estimate the comparative trustworthiness of lite- twe;nﬁ'l;::-
rate tradition, symbolical tradition, and oral proerved
tradition. Three remarkable migrations of the "Y s e
human race in these latter ages, have followed in memory, —
close succession :—the settlement of the Northmen
in Iceland and Greenland, and their occupation
of America, so transient and so mysterious :—the
Aztecs in their mighty march, descending to the
plains of Anahuac;—and the wave of population
which spread to the farthest verge of Australasia.

The Northmen engraved the letters of the
historic song on the Runic stave.—Mexico em-
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—as exem- ployed conventional imagery.—The Maoris, aided

plified a-

mongst ¢ only by the rudest contrivance, the notched stick,

e aonine trusted to memory; and so accurately are these

Nomores-  gentilitial facts recollected, that throughout their
Island, the tribes, separated by distance and dis-
joined by enmity, agree completely in their tale.
Here, however, we appeal to these national tra-
ditions simply as moral persuasives, acting upon
Celts and Teutons, and becoming more peculiarly
efficacious at the period when the Barbarians
were amalgamating themselves with the Ro-
man world. Every Leader of a Barbarian tribe,
every Aspirant to dominion, every Barbarian who
wore the diadem in a province of the Empire,
consecrated his authority and legalized his sove-
reignty by the recognition of the Cesars, and
till he obtained that ratification, whether express
or implied, he hardly relied upon his sword.
These transactions colour the whole history of
the Lower Empire. We quote not the examples
proving the foregoing propositions, having done
so elsewhere; neither can we here moot the
contending arguments.

Barbarian There may have been double-dealing in such
mngn negociations; diplomatic skill, finesse, evasion:

ety always the display of force, and frequently the
direct exercise of force; but the territorial par-
tition amongst the Barbarians had been long com-
mencing. As is the case in all earthly dominions,
the sentence of condemnation, though suspended
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in execution, had been irrevocably passed upon
Rome during her period of resplendant pros-
perity and glory. All conquering, all colonizing
Empires,—colonization being only conquest dis-
guised by a plausible name—increase by the ap-
propriation of new elements, which, ultimately,
separate either by direct and outward impulse,
or through the inward fermentations and corpus-
cular attractions of human society.

The demarcations which the Romans assigned
to the local governments created by them, had
been regulated by the anterior organization of
the Gaulish States and Tribes; and the Tyrants
only obeyed the call of the Provinces, in which
a pew nationality, partly grounded upon race,
was displaying itself. The Provinces sought to
be independent, without ceasing to be Roman,
The Barbarians and Romans had long needed
each other, and had mutually abated their re-
spective claims and pretensions. The Empire was
becoming Romano-Barbaric; each party tried to
profit by the other; neither was sincere. When
the Chieftains, Rome’s mercenaries, Rome’s colo-
nists, Rome’s enemies, sued for the dignity of
Consul or the title of Patrician, the Sacred Ma-
jesty of Byzantium might dread to refuse; but
Byzantium could not do otherwise than grant,
and the Ostrogoth or the Frank knew the worth
of the distinction he craved. He honoured him-
self by the subserviency, protected himself by the
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delegation; and this proud prostration of the
strong before the weak, affords the clearest proof
that the vassal fully understood the advantage
which his obedience conferred.

Contemplate the heroic Chieftains of the Bar-
barian dynasties, each assuming the semblance
of the Ceesars, and wise in that assumption. They
profited by the provincial nationality which had
been growing up during the tyrannic era. Pos-
tumus had been preparing the way for Tetricus,
and Tetricus for Clovis—Clovis the Sicambrian,
hailed as Consul, worshipped as Augustus. Thus
did Leuvigild, the Visigoth, triumph in the Im-
perial policy; and in Britain the same principles
spread over from the Gauls. Our Anglo-Saxons
hastened into the communion of the Empire.—
Ethelbert impressed the Roman wolf upon the
rude Kentish coin—Edwin raised the Roman
Standard—Athelstan is enthroned as the Basileus
of Albion and the surrounding islands.

'In the employment of these titles and symbols,
sound political prudence guided the clear-sighted
Barbarians. Pageantry is a portion of Royalty
which cannot be safely discarded ; and such page-
antry, such adoption of Roman insignia and
imagery became the constant assertion of their
authority; for they thereby declared that they
applied to themselves the doctrines of Imperial
Sovereignty. To estimate the real importance of
these proceedings, we need only advert to the feel-
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ings excited by analogous demonstrations in more
recent times. The Cross-fleury and Martlets of the
Confessor in the Howard bearing, cost the Earl
of Surrey his life. Elizabeth never forgave the
display of the English quarterings by her rival.
France never liked the Lilies in our shield; not
even when she had blotted them out from her
own. Republican France, Consular France, in-
herited the sympathies of the Monarchy. The
abandonment of the Fleurs-de-Lys, though indi-
cating nought beyond the most obsolete of claims,
was received as a message of kindness by the
Great Nation: whilst at home, many politicians
of no mean capacity doubted the prudence of
maiming the Royal title, and discarding the
bonours for which Old England combated at
Cressy and Poitiers.

But in truth any depreciation of these Roman
titles and “trappings” is the expression of
modern prejudice, rather than of antient feeling.
Such regalia and regaline adornments were not
the gays and gauds of a savage, aping civiliza-
tion, but essential characteristics of the Monarch :
the purple robe, transmitted by Anastasius to
Clovis together with the diploma, gave him
seizin of the consular dignity: the diadem, placed
upon the head of the anointed Monarch, through
the gift of the Emperor, conferred upon the
Sicambrian the prerogative of Augustus.

§ 4. Amongst the most instructive lessons we

VOL. I. . *c
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derive from the history of discoveries, is the
tardiness of their revelation, the eye sightless,
the ear without hearing, the nerve without tact,
until the inward perception be roused. This
condition of progress in practical art and physical
science applies to all branches of human know-
ledge. We praise the patient skill which un-
covers the strata of the palimpsest, and admire
the strange enthusiast, who, braving the lethargic
atmosphere of the Academic library, ventures
in, and draws forth the precious Manuscript
from the stagnant pools, whose silent waters
engulph the untouched treasures collected by
Bodley or Laud, Junius or Rawlinson, Gale
or Moor or Parker: yet fully as new and im-
portant is the information obtained from the
trite, well-known, and familiar authorities, which
have only waited for the Interrogator, asking
them to make the disclosure.

Facts pregnant with most signal truths have,
until our own times, continued uninvestigated
and unimproved; though plain and patent, pre-
sented to every reader, fruitlessly forcing them-
selves upon our notice, against which historians
were previously constantly hitting their feet, and
as constantly spurning out of their path.

Such is eminently the case with that due
conception of the Eternal City’s destiny, which
the illustrious historical investigator, now the
honour and the reproach of France, has presented
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with equal modesty and emphasis. Rome never
was permanently conquered—never accepted the
Strangers’ yoke—never became subjected to the
Barbarian. Rome alone continued purely Ro-
man after the Imperial presence departed. Pro-
vince after province was lost: plague, pestilence,
fire desolated the City, the habitations shrunk
away within the walls, a fierce and corrupt aris-
tocracy, a depraved and cowardly populace, com-
posed the community which defiled the Seven
Hills; but the succession was unbroken, and
Rome was Rome, and is Rome still. The glorious Degrads-
laurel-crowned phantasms of her ancient gran- basencss of
deur hovered amongst her ruins. Combining with Bome.
her present degradation, the recollections of the
past imparted inspiration and bitterness to the
most polished Poet of the Anglo-Norman age.
Par tibi Roma nikil, cum sis prope tota ruina :
Quam magni fueris integra, fracta doces.—
Non tamen annorum series, non flamma nec ensis
Ad plenum potuit hoc abolere decus.—
Urls feliz, si vel dominis urby illa careret,
Vel dominis esset turpe carere fide.

Rome’s outward aspect, her form and feature,
vindicated her nationality. The Rome of the
first Gregory—of Honorius, of Saint Leo, of Hil-
debrand, displayed the continuous transmission
of ancient sentiment, living tradition, and proud
and haughty spirit.

The Fine Arts, as such, had perished : the

Sculptor’s skill had been entirely repudiated by
ce
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primitive Faith. No majesty of expression, no
loveliness of form, no magic of conception, no
exquisiteness of taste, no delicacy of execution
could in the firm minds of the early Christians
atone for the impurity of the idols: they were
without excuse.—Scarcely ever has there been
an unmutilated statue of a Heathen deity exca-
vated within the Roman territory. The effigies
are ruined in the ruins. The fourteen fragments
of Parian marble dug up in the baths of Nero,
and now composing the Venus, the glory of the
Medici, testify equally to the uncompromising
zeal inculcated by the apostolic age, and the skill
of the restoring artist, fostered by the patronage
of those who, in the golden age of revival, de-
rided the simplicity of the Apostles.
Nevertheless, the Romans clung to the me-
morials inherited from their forefathers: the
Basilica repeated the forms of the Imperial struc-
tures: their architecture, however rudely, gave
an outward testimony of the national sentiment.
Such buildings declare that they are the pro-
ductions of a people, who, fallen from their
high estate, repelled the intrusion of a stranger.
Medizval Rome might be viewed as the palace of
a decayed but noble family, retaining the tokens
and symbols of ancestry, contrasting with naked
walls and earthen floor. Of all the cities in
Western Christendom, Rome was the only one
in which Gothic architecture never obtained



THE FOURTH MONARCHY. 21

naturalization : that mystic and imaginative cre-
ation, so inseparably allied in popular opinion
with medizeval Catholicism, was excluded from
the Capital of the Christian world.

Thus also the palace of Crescentius, inha-
bited generations afterwards by Rienzi, strangely
compacted of ancient fragments, and standing
desolate upon the shores of the Tiber, still dis-
plays the anxiety which the “Brutus of the
revived Republic” felt to shew that he dwelt as
a Roman. His medals tell far more than the
pages of history. Crescentius usurped the state
and insignia of the Empire.—In like manner,
with national, if not religious consistency, the
national feeling overcoming the religious senti-
ment, the ancient ensigns, consecrated almost
as the tutelary deities of the Legions, the Wolf,
the Minotaur, the Dragon, the Eagle, came forth
from the Capitol, and inaugurated the Teutonic
successors of the Casars.

Like the other Italian Republics, mumclpa.l Obscrurity
Rome sustained incessant changes in her com- mgp;l
munal organization; but dull darkness shrouds pedisval
her rude, convulsive, and turbulent destinies.

How fortunate was fair Florence in her Chro-
niclers : their gifts, their talents, their industry,
their knowledge: the tender affection of Males-
pini; the earnest pathos of Dino Compagni; the
graphic inspiration of Villani, and the rich fund
of information which renders him the second in
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order of the great European Historians of the
medizeval period—England gave the first, Matthew
Paris the Monk of Saint Alban’s; and Flanders
in her Froissart, the third—Rome had none like
these amongst her sons. Uncouth diaries, meagre
annalists, scattered and fragmentary muniments
are the failing and imperfect sources of Rome’s
local and peculiar history. Few, indeed, compa-
ratively, of the renowned names which have illus-
trated Italy, imperial Italy, mediwval Italy, or
modern Italy, whether in literature, or poetry, or
science, or arts, or arms, can really be assigned
to that City which has given the intellectual
impulse to the civilized world.

Antiquaries have painfully retrieved some in-
dications of Rome’s mediszeval magistracy. Sena-
tors, Consuls, Patricians, glance and retreat before
us. The authority of the municipal rulers was
continually disturbed by popular dissensions, and
disgraced as well as enfeebled by the baseness,
levity, avarice and venality which rendered the
people—the dregs of the dregs of Romulus—the

Moral pre- very proverb and bye-word of the nations. Never-

eminence

of the City theless, mean and mendicant as Rome had be-
despite of oome, the honour of opinion was continued to

her poverty
and degra-

dation,

her; men bowed before the Community they de-
spised, just as a Tiberius or a Caligula, brutalized
by vice, was still an Emperor. Rome still enjoyed
a preeminence which none could contest. The
brazen Wolf dwelt in the Capitol, and the four
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letters, which, by an almost magic influence,
convey the concrete idea of Rome’s Empire,
decked her monuments. Tattered and sordid and
faded was her Imperial robe, still she triumphed
—the Queen of Cities.

Unworthy of her trust, her trust was con-
tinued to her; and in the highest of her func-
tions Rome retained her authority. Whether
sincere or venal, whether prompted by veneration
or suggested by faction, the Roman Municipality
presented the Pontiff to the Primatial See of
Christendom. That transcendent function, after
many conflicts and contests and changes, became
finally vested in the Cardinal hierarchy of the
Roman Diocese; yet, whilst the popular concur-
rence subsisted, the postulation was the legal right
of the Roman Commonwealth ; nor did the deme-
rits of the Patrons contaminate the Pontiff, unless
he personally participated in them, or any how
detract from his canonical authority as the conse-
crated successor of the Apostle. The foulnesses of
the soil do not infect the fruit of the tree, which
may ripen, sweet and nourishing, out of the im-
pure earth by which the roots are surrounded.

§ 5. In physical Geography, the features of Charle-
each district must be united to the rivers and himry en-
mountain ranges beyond the square of the map. :#:uhh&ory
You must over-pass frontiers and artificial limits, $ropesn
Neither can the history of any particular State
comprehended in the European Commonwealth
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be studied profitably or properly, unless in con-
nexion with the universal history of Western
Christendom. Hence the great difficulty of treat-
ing Modern History. The utmost expansion given
to the history of any particular State or Nation
must necessarily fail to include the general infor-
mation, needful as the complement of the speci-
alty. Perhaps there are few branches of human
knowledge concerning which it may be so truly
said, that the Learner must be his own Teacher:
and many portions of history, apparently the most
familiar, offer the greatest difficulty when you
attempt to grapple with them. Such is the
history of Charlemagne. Every State which
arose within the compass of his direct dominion
has been shaped through his influence, however
diversely, nay contradictorily, that influence may
have been modified; whilst his moral dominion
extended far beyond the geographical bounda-
ries of his Empire. It was not arrested by Eyder
on the North or Ebro on the South, nor even by
the waves of the British Channel. The Anglo-
Saxon Empire ran parallel with the Carlovingian
Empire until the Norman Conquest, that junction
which completely let in all the principles appro-
priated by the Northmen, when they themselves
accepted the doctrines and policy proffered by
the Institutions of Roman France.

It seems Charlemagne’s fate that he should
always be in danger of shading into a mythic
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Monarch—not a man of flesh and blood, but a
personified theory. Turpin’s Carolus Magnus, the
Charlemagne of Roncesvalles; Ariosto’s Sacra
Corona, surrounded by Palatines and Doze-Piers,
are scarcely more unlike the real rough, tough,
shaggy old Monarch, than the conventional por-
traitures by which his real features have been
supplanted.

It is an insuperable source of fallacy in human
observation as well as in human judgment, that
we never can sufficiently disjoin our own indi-
viduality from our estimates of moral nature.
Admiring ourselves in others, we ascribe to those
whom we love or admire the qualities we value
in ourselves. We each see the landscape through
our own stripe of the rainbow. A favourite hero
by long-established prescription, few historical
characters have been more disguised by fond
adornment than Charlemagne. Each generation
or school, has endeavoured to exhibit him as a
normal model of excellence. Courtly Mezeray
invests the son of Pepin with the faste of Louis-
Quatorze ; the polished Abbé Velly bestows upon
the Frankish Emperor the abstract perfection of
a dramatic hero; Boulainvilliers, the champion of
the Noblesse, worships the founder of hereditary
feudality ; Mably discovers in the Capitulars the
maxims of popular liberty; Montesquieu, the
perfect philosophy of legislation. But, gene-
rally speaking, Charlemagne’s historical aspect is
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derived from his patronage of literature. This
notion of his literary character colours his poli-
tical character, so that in the assumption of the
Imperial authority, we are fain to consider him
as a true romanticist—such as in our own days
we have seen upon the Throne—seeking to
appease hungry desires by playing with poetic
fancies, to satisfy hard nature with pleasant words,
to give substance and body to a dream.

The real All these prestiges will vanish if we render to

magne.  Charlemagne his well deserved encomium :—he
was a great Warrior, a great Statesman, fitted
for his own age.—It is a very ambiguous praise
to say that a man is in advance of his age: if so,
he is out of his place: he lives in a foreign
country. Equally so if he lives in the past. No
innovator so bold, so reckless and so crude, as
he who makes the attempt (which never succeeds)
to effect a resurrection of antiquity.

Chasle, We may put by the book, and study Char-

practial  Jemagne’s achievements on the borders of the
Rhine : better than in the book may the Tra-
veller read Charlemagne’s genuine character pic-
tured upon the lovely unfolding landscape :—the
huge Dom-Minsters, the fortresses of Religion :
the yellow sunny rocks studded with the vine:
the mulberry and the peach, ripening in the ruddy
orchards; the succulent pot-herbs and worts
which stock the Bauer’s garden,—these are the
monuments and memorials of Charlemagne’s mind.
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The first health pledged when the flask is opened
at Johannisberg should be the Monarch’s name
who gave the song-inspiring vintage. Charle-
magne’s superiority and ability consisted chiefly
in seeking and seizing the immediate advantages,
whatever they might be, which he could confer
upon others or obtain for himself. He was a
man of forethought, ready contrivance and useful
talent. He would employ every expedient, grasp
every opportunity, and provide for each day as it
was passing by.

The educational movement resulting from
Charlemagne’s genius was practical. Two main
objects had he therein upon his conscience and his
mind. The first, was the support of the Christian
Faith: his Seven liberal Sciences circled round
Theology, the centre of the intellectual system.
No argument was needed as to the obligation of
uniting sacred and secular learning, because the
idea of disuniting them never was entertained.

His other object in patronizing learning and
instruction was the benefit of the State. He
sought to train good men of business: judges
well qualified, ready pen-men in his Chancery;
and this sage desire expanded into a wide in-
structional field. Charlemagne’s exertions for
promoting the study of the Greek language—-
his Greek professorships at Osnaburgh or Saltz-

Charle-

e’s
vation

of the
Greek lan-

ow min-

burgh—have been praised, doubted, discussed, as understood.

something very paradoxical, whereas his motives
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were plain and his machinery simple.—Greek
was to all intents and purposes, the current lan-
guage of an opulent and powerful nation, required
for the transaction of public affairs. A close
parallel, necessitated by the same causes, exists
in the capital of Charlemagne’s successors. The
Oriental Academy at Vienna is constituted to
afford a supply of individuals qualified for the
diplomatic intercourse, arising out of the vicinity
and relations of the Austrian and Ottoman domi-
nions, without any reference to the promotion
of philology—We find the same at home. If
the Persian language be taught at Haileybury, it
is to fit the future Writer for his Indian office.
He may study Ferdusi or Hafiz if he pleases, but
the cultivation of literature is not the intent with
which the learning is bestowed.

Apply equivalent reasonings to the event com-
mon to all Europe, and in which all Europe is
concerned—the gathering-knot in the annals of
modern Europe. It has been said that the resto-
ration of the Empire by Charlemagne was a great
idea; but his elevation to the Imperial dignity
is denaturalized by conventional historical phra-
seology.—The erudite Jurist of Germany gives
you his treatise de fictd translatione Imperii—
a title-page conveying a double misinterpretation
of the truth. No feigned or poetized pageant
was Charlemagne’s Imperial elevation, not a fic-
tion fostered by school-boy sentiment, or artistic
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enthusiasm, or scholastic pedantry, but a reality
of realities. Neither was the transaction a trans-
lation of the Empire, for the seat of the Empire
was still referred to Rome ; nor a restoration of
the Empire, for the Empire had never ceased.
Strange that Historians should have encouraged
each other in the error that the Empire, extin-
guished, as they say, in Augustulus, was now
restored.—Restored '—never had it been sus-
pended, either in principle, maxims, or feelings.
The shattered, pillaged, dilapidated Empire was
still one state, one community: the nations of
Christendom were bound together by one com-
mon Faith : they accepted Religion, according
to the etymology of the term, as the real con-
necting bond, tempted as they might be by the
seductive error that the Church needed the pro-
tection of the Secular arm.

Distracted Christendom fell miserably short in
practice, nevertheless the idea of religious unity
was firmly inherent. This principle then sub- Charle-
sisted like an instinct, upon which men acted un- gx;:ed
consciously, without effort and without thought. i ,,,'u,
But new thoughts were now awakened and new parpose
efforts roused: the usurpation of Irene endan- m:t'l;";?
gered the very existence of the Empire: how oo
could a female wear the Imperial diadem ? More-
over, Christendom had to dread a rival Em-
pire,—the Empire of Islam, under one Chief, one
Caliph uniting temporal and spiritual authority ;
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and was not one Emperor equally needed for
Christendom? Hence Charlemagne’s call:—Ne
Pagani insultarent Christianis si Imperatoris
nomen apud Christianos cessasset— Pope and
Clergy, Bishops and Abbots, Franks and Ro-
mans, advising, as they best might, with the
people and communities of the West, acknow-
ledged the Son of Pepin as the Cesar, and in-
vested him with the Imperial authority, bestowed
by the Church, consecrated by the Church, but
yet antagonistic to the Church of which the
Emperor was the defender.

.Charlemagne failed to perpetuate a dynasty.
There was a deadly worm curling around his
sceptre ; but he fulfilled his vocation by impart-
ing a new energy to the drooping genius of the
Fourth Monarchy. Henceforward the Imperial
principles of government, the doctrines, senti-
ments, jurisprudence and policy of Rome, be-
came still more intimately kneaded into the Teu-
tonism of the Western Commonwealth, causing
the fermenting elements to enter into new com-
binations, and imparting that aspect and idio-
syncrasy which distinguishes the civilized Euro-
pean from the other families of mankind.

§ 6. We, therefore, all live in the Roman
world: the departed generations are not dis-
tinguishable in these reasonings from ourselves;
the “dark ages” and the “middle ages” are
merely bights and bends in the great stream of
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Time, which we contemplate from the bridge by
which the river is arched over. Rome conferred
upon the Sovereigns of Modern Europe their prin-
ciples of prerogative, their attributes of majesty.
The powers of the State were concentrated in the foiey of |

Monarch by the Lex Regia, he the sole Legislator, Lor perpe-
though acting by advice; he the supreme Magis- S .
trate, delegating his powers. The Comites, the ™™™
companions of Augustus, installed their successors

in the palace of Clovis. European aristocracy

is plumed by the stately nomenclature of the
declining Empire. The Romans bestowed upon

us that Institution so directly antagonistic to
Teutonic ethos, nobility created by the Sove-

reign’s grant. Every Duke and Dukedom, every

Count and County, testifies to the Roman in-
fluence, and confesses the Barbarian’s exulting
appropriation of Roman spoils. No King of the
Cherusci or of the old Saxons, no Marcomannic

or Alemannic Sovereign, was ever the fountain

of honour.

The titles, the dignities which adorned the Diguities
Monarchy, participating in the splendour of the lts.
Throne, and adding to that splendour, are Roman
in their origin: the civil hierarchy of Modern
Europe, though quaintly gorgeous in heraldic
glory, was grouped by Roman hands.

Rome penned the oath of fealty, Rome tram- Feudality.
melled her Conquerors by her doctrine of alle-
giance. The policy pursued by Rome towards

»
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her dependents, who sought to avert her hos-
tility or purchase her more dangerous aid, who
sheltered themselves beneath her destructive
power: the reception by Numidian or Parthian of
the Crown, the Sceptre, the purple robe—that
policy, conjoined to the territorial dotations of the
Legions, and assimilating therewith the trusts and
duties of the Leudes and the Vassi, prepared for
medizval Eurcpe the inheritance of feudality.
Moreover, the Roman legislation, leaving un-
disturbed in the provinces all ancient customs of
occupation and cultivation of land, readily enter-
ed into combination with Teutonic usages. The

Villainage. popular stigma of the Middle Ages, Villainage,

was the universal law of the Roman Empire, nor
did the barbarian invaders make much alteration,
though they changed the forms; and, on the
whole, diminished the oppressions and bondage
which the coloni, the husbandmen, the servile
peasantry of the Empire, sustained.

Whatever there be of system or consistency
in medizval feudality, whatever renders feudality
a jurisprudence, chiefly results from the doc-
trines of the Empire. We read the history of

Fendalju- Anglo-Norman England in Cisalpine Gaul. How

mainly Ro-

does the expulsion of the English Thanes sink
into insignificance compared with the feudality
of Sulla '— Veteres migrate Coloni.—One hundred
and fifty thousand land-holders expelled from
their possessions to gratify the murderous Le-
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gions. It is from the Imperial jurists, from
Code and Pandect, that you recover the pristine
maxims and principles of feudality : it is from
the technical nomenclature of the Civilian that
you enucleate the Feud’s very name.

The jurisprudence of Rome had been res- Influence
pected, and partially adopted by the Barbarians, gg‘g’?;:‘:’:
even before they established themselves within 1*™
the Empire. In many provinces the authority of
the Roman law was never intermitted. As time
advanced, the civil law gained even more rapidly
upon the Teutonic legal forms, legal customs,
legal principles; upon “Dooms,” and “ Weiss-
thumer,” upon “Morgen-gesprach” and “Sach-
sen Spiegel;” so as to efface them in many States
and Kingdoms, and to modify them in all. No Munici-
European Lawyer has failed to profit by Rome’s &‘,‘;,::, and
written wisdom. The Roman municipalities and tions-
colleges of operatives and artificers, shooting forth
their offsets, and consecrated by Christianity,
covered Europe with those Guilds, Corporations
and Communities, which fostered her social pros-
perity.

The Atlantic does not divide European so- Great e,
ciety—Rome presented to Europe the platform Parlis
of her great Councils: but for the Imperial
administration of the Empire combining with
the Synods and Councils of the Church, never
would the European Commonwealth have known
her Diets, her States-General, her Cortes, her

VOL. 1. D
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Parliaments, her Congresses, her representative
Assemblies.

When they built the Cloister and raised the
Dungeon Tower, virtue was learned from Rome’s
lessons; her Sages heard as the revered teachers
of temporal wisdom; her Legends inspired the
nation’s fancy; her Warriors were contemplated
as the bright examples of prowess and valour;
her Poets, her Historians, her Mythographers, her
Fabulists furnished the Gothic Minstrel with the
choicest subjects for geste and lay.—Alcides : the
Fleece of Colchis : Alexander : the tale of Troy-
divine. Amidst the ruins of Rome, Frank, and
Goth, and Lombard listened to the awful tales of
magic and enchantment, suggesting the very sub-
stance and character of Romance. In her annals,
the Knight sought his pattern of courage, adven-
ture, and strenuousness; and if there be such a
sentiment as Chivalry, that sentiment in all the
purer and nobler forms was nurtured and dis-
ciplined by Rome.

Roman taste gave the fashion to the gar-
ment ; Roman skill the models for the instruments
of war. We have been told to seek in the
Forests of Germany the origin of the feudal sys-
tem and the conception of the Gothic aisle. We
shall discover neither there. Architecture is the
costume of society, and throughout European
Christendom that costume was patterned from
Rome. Unapt and unskilful pupils, she taught
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the Ostrogothic workman to plan the palace of
Theodoric ; the Frank, to decorate the Hall of
Charlemagne ; the Lombard, to vault the Duomo;
the Norman, to design the Cathedral.

Above all, Rome imparted to our European
civilization her luxury, her grandeur, her rich-
ness, her splendour, her exaltation of human
reason, her spirit of free enquiry, her ready
mutability, her unwearied activity, her expansive
and devouring energy, her hardness of heart, her
intellectual pride, her fierceness, her insatiate
cruelty, that unrelenting cruelty which expels
all other races out of the very pale of humanity :
whilst our direction of thought, our literature,
our languages, concur in uniting the Dominions,
Kingdoms, States, Principalities and Powers,
composing our Civilized Commonwealth in the
Old Continent and the New, with the terrible
People through whom that Civilized Common-
wealth wields the thunderbolts of the dreadful
Monarchy, diverse from all others which preceded
amongst mankind.

D2
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THE ROMAN LANGUAGE.

§ 1. HE who breathed into Man’s nostrils
the breath of life, first opened the lips of Man.

human phi- Adam  first spake when he was solitary. No
osophy.

No new
mode of

since the
confusion
of tongues,

human ear but his own could hear the sound of
the human voice; called into action under the
immediate tuition of the Power from whom the
faculty emanated.

Never since the Lord scattered mankind from
the Plain of Shinar, has any distinct mode of
Language been evolved. Or, if we place the same
consideration under its subjective aspect, each
nation and family, the progeny of the Preacher
of righteousness, received a peculiar speech, the
means and token of their division, but conform-

able to the talents lent to them for their Crea-

tor’s service and glory.

Henceforward, until we pass far below the
commencement of the period which Palztiologists
denominate the historical period,—a period so
well understood in the philosophical sense as to
require no other definition—all enquiries con-
cerning the formation of languages must cease.
Excepting from Revelation, it is a thorough delu-
sion to suppose that by our unassisted reason we
can ascend to any more ancient condition than the
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World now exhibits, or to any past state of the
World, for the purpose of discovering the causes
which produced the present order of things.—If
that knowledge be happiness, there is only One
who can bestow it upon man. The materials
for colligation possessed by Inductive Philosophy
consist only of the facts collected from actual
observation or verified experiment, (the latter
being in truth merely another expression for
observation), and these only admissible upon the
assumption that all laws of nature governing the
premises are taken into the argument,—that the
same laws have acted uniformly during the whole
process of operating causes,—and that all correla-
tions have continued unchanged.—The soul cum-
bered in her veil of flesh, can by her own powers
study nothing in material philosophy but the out-
ward appearances, the phenomena which creation
now presents, and the working of the laws of
nature cognizable through sense, within the sphere
appointed for our sojourn. Her striving to know
more is rebellion. All essences; all modes of
primordial production are completely beyond the
compass of human understanding, and utterly un-
attainable by the researches of human science.
We must not fret at the limit thus assigned to No indue-

scientific enquiry ; Newton did not. Newton was missible in

except

content to abide by it.—Do not call it a miserable grouhiea
n ob-

limit. It is the immovable limit of human intellect :ep,},ﬁo,.
designed by Infinite Wisdom, and to which intel- perience.
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lect must succumb. It is with the mind as with
the body. You cannot add one hair to the finite
number of the hairs of your head. You cannot
increase by one molecule the bulk of your mem-
bers beyond their measure written in the Book
when as yet there was none of them.—We gain
nothing by hypotheses of causation, or by specu-
lations concerning the origins of planetary sys-
tems, or the former structures of our Globe, or
the successive introductions during unnumbered
ages of the Earth’s vegetations or inhabitants,
excepting the exercise and the sport. When we
indulge in the pastime, we become like small
children striving to gather fruit out of their
reach or climb.—We jump and jump, and one of
us may be a little taller than the other, or jump
a little higher; but the height of the leap is pre-
determined for each of us by the length and
strength of our little limbs. To rise above the
mathematical line where the propulsive forces of
nerve and muscle are finally conquered by the
Earth’s attraction is impossible. And clutching
our little fists with nothing in them, down we all
come again empty-handed to the ground.

§ 2. The phznomena of our Globe declare
that the laws. of nature, or the operations of
secondary causes, physical or physiological, have
not been invariably uniform or absolutely similar ;

" some peculiar to the nascent world, all more in-

tense; the collective life of all classes of animated
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beings endued with the vigour and flexibility of
individual youth. Species and their varieties
seem to have been produced by an inward nisus
which decreased with the advancing age of the
world. The like with respect to languages. The
process of linguistic formation did not suddenly
terminate. A certain degree of vitality in lan-
guage, now lost to us, was still subsisting; some-
what also of the genmerative energy of speech,
until about the era when the Canon of Holy
Scripture was closed by the last mysterious Book
of Prophecy.

The miraculous judgment dividing and con-
fusing the human speech into its present alliances
and families, working with continued though di-
minishing cogency, long permitted the diversified
classes and orders to retain so much affinity, that
words and roots, now seemingly most wide apart,
were in their inception so proximate as to enable
us, even now, to determine their cognate origin.
Can any three languages, cursorily examined,
appear more alien to each other than the Cymrie,
the Latin, and the German ?—any three, in which
three speakers could less understand each other?
—any three groups of words which presented
severally, and without interpretation, would look
more unconnected than grmraig, virago, and frau? et
—Yet they are one and the same. Advert to a Lasgusge
slight permutation of letters in the first, a soften- *onel still

. 3 . . pu-
ing in the second, and restore the original ortho- "
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graphy to the third ;—freu was first spelt vrauch,
and their identity flashes on the mind.

No small portion of the pleasure accompanying
Historical investigation, results from the stimulus
afforded by the attempts to expound the dark
riddles of past ages: the more difficult the pro-
blem, the greater the interest attending its solu-
tion. Imperfect are the data upon which the
Etymologist investigates the early history of the
great Teutonic and Celtic families, somewhat
more extensive than the two words which in-
clude the whole pith of the Pictish controversy,
but not very much more: he has to deal with
scattered, scanty, and unsatisfactory materials,
usually a name of town, mountain, or river, mis-
heard by the stranger, mis-read by the author,

Amold's or corrupted by the transcriber. Bodenkos, as

supposition

that Bodey- We are told by Polybius, was the name given

athe . b0 the Po: fundo carens, is Pliny’s interpretation.

tomaybe Metrodorus informs us that it was a Ligurian
word. Is it not Celtic? for there was a town
Bodincomagus—and we are asked whether bo-
denkos can be explained from the Celtic tongues?
Read bodenlos—amend the penman’s error, and
you will have a pure German term.

Gaulish Then we have inscriptions, so curious, so

found be- - tempting as to be susceptible of almost any direc-

High ~ tion which the Philologist may choose. Take, for

Notre-  instance, the votive monuments buried beneath

Dame,
the Eucharistic Altar of Notre-Dame, and brought



THE ROMAN LANGUAGE. 41

to light again as trophies of triumphant Chris-
tianity. These stones, with their rude imagery,
are coeval records of the language, the faith, the
nationality of Paris, when Tiberius ruled the Em-
pire. You see on one the Ship, the symbol of
the Waterman’s Guild, adopted as the armorial
bearing of Lutetia, retained by Paris in her shield
notwithstanding every vicissitude, every change
of people, religion, state, and monarchy, the he-
raldic emblem which has outlasted the banner of
Saint Louis. On another, you observe three birds:
you may count their number—so does the inscrip-
tion, which also tells you their species, trigaranus.
And of what race were the Parisian Gauls? 77 Ambiguity
is what its sound suggests, three in the Teutonic lnguistic
dialects, three in the Celtic, and how far shall theyaford:
we pursue the numeral through every branch of
the Caucasian family?—And the garan is first
cousin if not brother to the crane of the Ger-
man, the crane of the Cymri, the crane of the
Greek, and how many more?—And when we
hear of the Gaulish fane, which, from its iron
portals, was called Zsarnodor, the sounds, so intel-
ligible to the English ear, do not impart any cer-
tain information concerning the nationality of the
tribes to whom they belonged. Efforts

§ 8. Fourteen centuries have elapsed since the madebythe

Romans for

authority of the Roman Emperors ceased in Bri- e purpose

of com-
tain, yet scarcely does the farmer’s ploughshare &S the

ever furrow the soil where a Roman City has flou- fah. ™
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rished, or the stern Roman castramentation con-
trolled the land,—whether the down or heath be
still surrounded by the vallum, or the memory of
the station preserved by the Notitia or the Itine-
rary,—without turning up the medals bearing the
laurelled head, the weeping captive, the trophy, or
the triumphal car, the tokens of Rome’s sove-
reignty.—The husbandman’s toil, the infant’s busy
hand, the excavator’s pickaxe, the crumbling cliff,
the rush of the rain, have constantly disclosed
the Roman hoard during fourteen centuries; and
yet that hoard seems as inexhaustible as if
throughout the whole length and breadth of our

f:‘;"pf;';{,:n Island the coin germinated in the ground. So

Remens Vast are the quantities, that the imaginative An-

ootos par.” tiquary, bafled when he attempted to ascribe

Bemirias. their multitude and dispersion to accident or

chance, suggested the theory of design—the Ro-

mans, as our Archaologist tells us, purposely

sowed and buried their mintage in the glebe, to

the end that future ages might receive continual

manifestations of their almost super-human power.

Fanciful as the theory may be, accept it as an

expression of the effect produced upon the mind

by the irresistible instinct which impelled the

Romans to build in all things for historical
eternity.

Such have been the results of the endeavours

made by the Romans to impose their language

upon the vassal world. The mastery of language
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is the mastery of thought. They strove for that
mastery, gained it, kept it, keep it: they, dead
and gone, that Empire still is theirs. They would
fain compel the subject nations to adopt their
Latian speech; and the conquered obeyed, accept-
ing the enjoined conformity as a high privilege, a
bond of union, the creation of a new nationality.

The general submission of the Provinces is
rendered the more conspicuous by the exceptions.
The Semitic races resisted the Japhetian influ- Thein-
ence: perish they may, but they cannot change. the Latin
Proconsuls and Preaetors of Numidia might pro- m‘%&n
mulgate their decrees in Latin; but though Car- Jeegend
thage was deleted, Thimiliga and Themetra re-
tained their Suffetes, their Judges, who prided
themselves upon their ancient patronymics,
Hanno or Asdrubal, whilst the community re-
tained their primeval tongue. Augustine ac-
quired the Latin as the language of education;
but when the peasantry of Hippo were interro-
gated who they were,—“Canaanites are we—
Canaani-anacknu,”—was the reply—unchanged
from their Punic ancestry.

Beggarly starving Greece, cringing beneath
the yoke, flexible as the reed, complied grudg-
ingly, unwillingly, awkwardly, partially conform-
ing when sustaining the pressure, but casting
away the dialect of her Masters whom she dared
not call Barbarians,—though she thought so in
her heart—as soon as the pressure was removed.
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—Greece testified her deep disgust by the rejec-
tion of Latin literature. Love of knowledge
might tempt a Greek to consult the Latin Histo-
rian. Convenience, duty, interest, or the desire of
advancement, compelled the Graculus to study
the Roman Jurist; but he would have nothing to
do with the language of Rome as the source of
intellectual pleasure. It is more than doubtful
whether any existing Latin manuscripts, except-
ing the magnificent volumes of the Pandects,
exhibit the hand of a Greek Scribe. Stamboul
does not know less or care less of or for Virgil
and Horace, than Constantinople under the Com-
nenian family.

But the partial repulse which the Latin
received from the Hellenic and Semitic pro-
vincials, to whom we must also add the sturdy
Celtiberians and the Celts of Armorica, was
far more than compensated by the success attend-
ing the Roman policy in all other portions of the
Continental Empire. All the primitive dialects
of Tuscany, Liguria, or Umbria, all national
tongues of the Transpadane regions, all the
linguistic memorials of the Boian and Insubrian
were consumed by the dominant language. The
Latin penetrated into the deepest recesses of the
Cottian and Rhetian Alps, became naturalized in
Dacia, firmly implanted amongst the rude Sards,
and covered the Gauls. The Teutonic languages
of the Barbarians who inherited the Imperial
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authority melted away before the language
honoured by the purple—and the term Latinitas Latinitas.
was adopted as the synonym of Western Chris- %;:em:he
tendom. The Ripuarian Franks assimilated Agesto
themselves to the Romans : the Salic judges who Ghristen-
administered the laws of Arbogast and Widogast
attempted to record the Doom of the Mallum,
like the Magistrate disciplined by the forensic
labours of the Roman Colony ; and the “ Malberg
glosses,” so perplexing to the philologist, ren-
dered the national code intelligible to the Bar-
barian, who sustained a new subjection under his
native Sovereign.

Rarely, if ever, did the Barbarian Conqueror General

adoption of

dare, when acting as a Ruler, to speak his native the 2

language : he endangered his Royal caste unless Gommor:
he comported himself like a Roman on the throne: ™™
the very sound of the Latin language implied
supremacy and command. The Latin was the
only recognized vehicle of official business in the
Romano-Barbarian States: the Sovereigns of
Teutonic blood promulgated their Jaws, asserted
their prerogative, bestowed their bounties, or re-
buked their people in the language of the Caesars.
Capitulars, Statutes, Rescripts, Charters, all pub-
lic documents are written in Latin. Until the
collapse of the Anglo-Saxon dynasty, no Chan-
cellor of an Anglo-Saxon King or Basileus,
ever repudiated the precedent derived from the
Scribes and Notaries who had sat behind the .
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gilded barrier at the feet of the Emperor. With
this exception, if it be one—for we may conjec-
ture that the vernacular Charters are authentic
versions of a Latin text, nor are we certain
whether the Latin texts of our Anglo-Saxon laws
may not have been the originals,—the Latin con-
tinued to be the living language of the State, the
instrument of reasoning, the predominating ve-
hicle of thought. When the Norman ruled in
England and the Capetian in France, the Latin
language constituted the educational test and
token distinguishing the plebeian orders from the
aristocracy of rank and talent.

§ 4. Hitherto we have principally adverted
to the effects produced by Sovereignty; but
Rome was to be aided by auxiliaries more
mighty than her wisdom. The Roman language
was destined to conquer an intellectual Empire,
through the medium and by the co-operation
of the Peasant, the Colonus, the Freed-man, the
Stranger, the Slave, the Jew, the Christian, the
Bishop, the Priest, the Deacon, the Faithful,
the Catechumen, the Confessor, the Martyr, in-
vested moreover with varied forms, altered influ-
ences,—powers unpremeditated, unforeseen, unat-
tainable by any device which human wit could
have framed.

Whilst the Urbane Latin, the Lingua Nobilis
of Quintilian, the Latin flourishing in the Au-
gustan Age, was employed by all the cultivated
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classes, there existed by her side a sister, a
rival, and yet a friend, constantly making in-
roads upon the classical territory. This was
the Language known as the Sermo pedestris, the
Sermo simplez, the Lingua Rustica, or Ruralis,
severed into various cognate dialects, plainer
in construction, not accentuated as in the tri-
bune; some sounds elided, others exaggerated,
divested of many inflections now found in the
Latin language, as the latter became modelled
by processes to us unknown, and fixed by the
rules which the Grammarians laid down. A
remarkable characteristic of the Latin language
in the earlier age was its mutability. The hymns
of the Salian priests became, after an interval of
five hundred years, utterly unintelligible to the
Romans; and, though in an opposite direction, ten
times more distant from Cicero’s language than
the Norman dialect of Master Wace’s Roman du
Rou is from Cicero.

Some remains of the Lingua Rustica are ex- lde o ofthe
tant in sepulchral inscriptions, which, however, Rust
exhibit this common parlance rather according by tbein

scriptions,
to an amended or artificial form : that is to say, ;;‘,‘f:‘f"
they shew an attempt to write Latin, but a Latin Roman ¢
yielding to the pronunciation and idiom of the " "™
Volgare of the land. Not less remarkable is
the existence of a Roman dialect in the parts
of Dacia now constituting the modern Wallachia,

where the language seems to have been perpe-
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tuated from Trajan’s Legions, settled as feud-
atories in the Kingdom of Decebalus. Strangely
disguised by Greek, Turkish and Sclavonian in-
termixtures, the Romanian or Daco-Roman,
nevertheless, still displays a close affinity to the
South-Appenine dialects of Modern Italy. When
cleared from these additions, the Daco-Roman
language approximates to the Roman wolgare
spoken by Rienzi, soft and euphonic, though un-
congenial to Dante’s taste and dissonant to his
ears. Anyhow, the before-mentioned specimens
and fragments afford some notion of the Romana
Rustica during the Imperial Age. Dante reck-
oned fourteen principal dialects of the Volgare,
whilst, as he says, those of inferior consequence
were countless. The Bolognesi of the Strada
Maggiore spoke otherwise than those of the
Borgo Saw Felice. Italy was unquestionably
circumstanced under the Roman domination
nearly as she is now: a variety of dialects flou-
rishing in each locality, concurrent with one
predominating language, which, consecrated to
literature, afforded throughout the Peninsula the
means of commen intercourse.

Inflienceot  § 0. Whilst the Romans triumphed in all

the servile . . .

nd pro- the merciless insolence of baneful prosperity, an-

popalation other nation writhed in ceaseless anguish amongst

gusge. and beneath them, the vast nation of slaves, the
crime, the cancer, and ultimately the punishment
of Rome, constantly recruited by fresh captives,
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hundreds, and thousands, and myriads, and chi-
liads, and millions.— The delicate matron and
tender damsel of Corinth, the grey-haired Senator
of Epirus, the athletic Goth, the blue-eyed Teuton,
the supple Sarmatian, the accomplished Lydian,
the Greek emparadised by luxury and intellect,
the Barbarian who had ranged in the free delights
of mountain and steppe, forest and wave, swept
away from every country which had been lace-
rated by the fangs of the Roman wolf, or torn
by the beak of the Roman eagle, fit symbols of
Roman power.

Each miserable importation, circumstanced like
the Africans in European settlements, could only
obtain an imperfect knowledge of the language
of their tyrants. Filling every employment, from
the lowest to the highest, swarming in every
villa, congregating in every atrium, chained to
every rich man’s door, their modes of speech
accustomed every ear to their locution and in-
fected the vernacular tongue. This servile talk
would readily combine with the vulgarisms of the
mob, the proletarian populace of the great cities,
but most especially of that foul Capital: the
vicious pronunciations, the clipt vocables, the sole-
cisms and blunders, the slang and cant, the obsce-
nity and ruffianism, the corruptions of language
corresponding to the debasement of the mind.

In the midst of this dinning tumult of tongues,
the Classical Latin, the Latin of the standard au-

VOL. L. E
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thors, the Latin of literature, the Grammar Latin,
retreating amongst the higher orders of society,
struggled for existence. So actively pervading
were the deteriorated dialects at Rome, that con-
stant exertions were required to preserve the
children of good families from the vernacular
which constituted the language of the masses.
Latin did not come by nature at Rome, any
more than Greek. Both were languages of edu-
cation ; both required to be bought and taught.—
To this effect are the instructions given by Saint
Jerome, in his most curious letter to Leeta, con-
taining a complete system of education: his
precautions for securing the infant against the
colloquial language of the nurse, being scarcely
less stringent than those which might be con-
sidered needful for Calcutta at the present day.
Saint Jerome was any thing rather than a pre-
cisian in style, but he was anxious that Leta’s
daughter should speak honestly, as fitted her
station, a Christian gentlewoman.

§ 6. A third powerful agency of mutation
resulted from the employment of barbarian aux-
iliaries, half taught, well trained, very useful,
though dangerous members of the Empire’s
military strength. The broken Greek of the
Scythian Bow-bearer at Athens, was probably
scarcely worse than the Latin mangled by the
Illyrian or Tungrian Legionary. The promotion
of their Chieftains to station and consequence did
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not necessitate any increase in liberal cultiva-
tion. Merobaudes, the Frank, who held so high
a command in the Imperial army, inscribing his
despatches upon his waxen tablets, (supposing he
could write), would produce a Latin, rivalling
in purity the French of Marshal Saxe. A mili-
tary dialect must thus have been formed in and
about the camps and stations of the Empire;
the more readily, from the circumstance that the
Romana Rustica prevailed amongst the armies.
Though in regular Latin,—or at least corrected in-
to Latin by the Historian,—the camp-song chant-
ed by Aurelian’s soldiery sounds exceedingly like
the burden of a Medizval popular ballad.
Nor are we without examples of similar The Ordoo

abaun of
medleys in more recent times. From the com- Bindostan

mixture of the Mahometan invaders with the ;J’!?ﬁ“?ik
Hindoos, arose the language which we call Hin- Faler-
doostanee, a name conveying no distinct idea; % Grende
whereas its native denomination, Ordoo Zabaun,

the speech of the Camp, the tongue of the Horde,
commemorates its origin. In like manner, a mili-

tary lariguage, resulting from a rude and clumsy
eclecticism, appeared in the Grande Armée; to

which they gave the name of Parler-soldat. Its

basis was the vernacular French of the Capital,

but exceedingly deteriorated and amply vocabu-

larized from the other languages of the mixed

hosts whom Napoleon had assembled: this jargon
became the medium of mutual communication

E2
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between Polish Lancer and Lombard Carabi-
neer, Swabian Boor and Parisian Garde.

§ 7. All the before-mentioned agencies and
impulses were, however, subordinate to the pri-
mum mobile, the orb in which they were uni-
versally involved. The subject of language, the
instrument, but also the restraint of thought,
is endless. The history of language, the mouth
speaking from the fulness of the heart, is the
history of human action, faith, art, policy, go-
vernment, virtue, and crime. When society pro-
gresses, the language of the people necessarily
runs even with the line of society. You cannot
unite past and present; still less can you bring
back the past: moreover, the law of progress is
the law of storms; it is impossible to inscribe
an immutable statute of language on the peri-
phery of a vortex, whirling as it advances. Every
political development induces a concurrent alter-
ation or expansion in conversation and compo-
sition. New principles are generated, new au-
thorities introduced; new terms for the purpose
of explaining or concealing the conduct of public
men must be created: new responsibilities arise.
The evolution of new ideas renders the change
as easy as it is irresistible, being a natural change
indeed, like our own voice under varying emo-
tions, or in different periods of life: the boy
cannot speak like the baby, nor the man like the
boy: the wooer speaks otherwise than the hus-
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band; and every alteration in circumstances—
fortune or misfortune, health or sickness, pros-

perity or adversity, produces some corresponding .
change of speech or inflexion of tone.

In French, the language of the Ancien Re- Evglish *
gime has been revolutionized with the State. tonal h"-
Bossuet or Fenelon, Montesquieu, Helvetius, um:l{,;'?
and the Patriarch of Ferney all together, could ™
not have supplied incivisme or tricolor. Our
English Parliamentary or Constitutional lan-
guage dates from the Commonwealth, since
which period our political vocabulary has con-
tinued enriching itself by every alternation of
party, or fluctuation of national feeling. We
have gained so much upon the old Heroes of
our language, that their panoply would be insuf-
ficient in the day of battle. Did we determine to
employ in. political discussion no other words or
expressions than those warranted by judicious
Hooker or sagacious Verulam, we should be
utterly at fault. We might as well attempt to
make observations upon Jupiter's Satellites with
a Gorhambury astrolabe. The sonorous periods
of old Whitehall would so stiffen and starch a
despatch, that the subject-matter could never be
opened. Nay, were Burke to re-appear in the
House, and be restricted to the phraseology con-
secrated by his own oratory, he would feel him-
self no less ill at ease than if attired in his silk
coat, silk stockings, hair-bag, buckles, and sword.
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Acquisitions of knowledge, improvements in
science, commerce, manufactures, and arts, are
still more creative : you must invent new words
and phrases in sequence of every new invention.
Let the Teachers who, with the best possible in-
tentions advise us to draw exclusively from the
well of English undefiled, try to follow their own
counsel, and they will find the water utterly
inadequate to supply the consumption of a single
steam-engine boiler. No European people may
seem better able to depend upon their own re-
sources than the Germans, possessing in their
language such treasures of words, and retaining
the most unfettered powers of combination; yet
so delicate are the shades of ideas, that in order
to express the productions of English ingenuity
and the fruits of English partizanship, they are
driven to borrow from our own poor and com-
paratively unphilosophical compound :—Zocomo-
tive, Conservative and Radical, are all taken in
bodily, and printed in German type as testimo-
nies, that from us, the things, the ideas, and the
words have been derived.

Since the time of Royal Rome, Republican
Rome had been seething with social and political
revolutions. It is a mystery how the Latin
settled into its present form between the dates
of Numa and of Ennius. The grammatical cul-
tivation of the language could not stop the
utilitarian march of neology.—Old and successful
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practitioners always dislike new modes of treat-
ment.—Cicero could not abide these innovations. i
He complains how rarely good Latin could be iceroand

heard, especially amongst the Roman Ladies : 2on, e
‘ » . corruptions

not half a dozen, he says, of whom his wife’s o5ne
mother Lzlia was one, spake correctly. In like "™
manner the corruptions of colloquial language,
even in the tribune, excite Quintilian’s com-
plaints: and truly, if Cicero believed that the
standard of language was to be found in any
past era, he must have sorrowed at contributing
himself to the formation of a new tongue. It
would have been impossible for Rome to keep
out from her own territory, the influence of the
foreign nations with whom she was connected
by war or by peace; who resorted to the Capital
for the purpose of profiting by her traffic, her
splendour, her contamination. Had the Ager
Romanus been surrounded by a wall of brass,
each generation would have been compelled in old
age to learn a new language unknown to youth.
All around was in mutation: the Roman Mutations

the

machinery of government and administration had E-Eg:g the
been in continued development. The whole Lower Em-
frame and organization of the Empire was con-
structed and reconstructed. No one could or
would mind Quintilian in common life: the
physician, the rhetor, the jurisconsult, the artist,
the trader, were constantly inviting new words

into Roman citizenship. The stanch conservative
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Patriot might object and protest against this
influx—but the people, having heard him in
respectful silence, admitted, without discussion,
the strangers to the civic freedom. Hence arose
the eight or nine thousand words now banished
en masse by the Lexicographer beyond the end
of his alphabet, stigmatized and disgraced as
barbarous, and against which the Student is
warned, This so called barbarous nomenclature
is, however, completely different in character
from the matter which forms the staple of me-
dizval glossaries. Very few of the words are
derived from Teutonic roots, being principally
adaptations from the Greek, technological terms,
names of plants and other natural objects, and
Latin words applied in unclassical senses, and
inflected or expanded in unclassical but useful
and significant forms. But whoever considers
this Vocabulary without reference to classical
authority, will acknowledge that it contains a
most valuable addition to the old store, evidently
created by the alterations which Roman Society
sustained.

§ 8. And this leads us to the result, that,
supposing the Roman Empire had continued to
subsist in unbroken succession, untouched by
Barbarian power, Rome still purely and pros-
perously Roman, the Casars still Casars, no
otherwise altered by effluxion of time than the
London of Queen Victoria is altered from the
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London of Queen Anne, yet the introduction of
Christianity would have given a new language
to the Roman World. Faint as the national
Faith of the Romans had become, yet it neverthe-
less was a constituent element of their language
and literature. When the oracles were silenced,
the intellectual power of Paganism was van-
quished—her intellectual genius prepared to de-
part :—Heathen art, science, and literature, were
smitten with slow but irremediable atrophy. Now Toackersof
began the diffusion of the Gospel, preached at hostile to
Rome by the poor to the poor. Of the teachers, lesming.
many were Orientals, to whom the Latin was in
all respects a strange language, a disagreeable
language : alien to their customs, opinions, and
habits of thought. They were scarcely acquainted
with Latin Grammar, certainly ignorant of its ele-
gancies. The Christian Church turned away from
all the liberal learning of the Heathen; it was
included in their sphere of unmitigated anti-
pathies. For Heathen learning was permeated
by that Idolatry which they hated with a perfect
hatred, a feeling unallayed so long as primitive
purity and fervour prevailed. .

The application of this historical fact to the Booksof

the Gen-
dealings of the dark and middle ages with re- fefrot
spect to Science and Literature and Art, must be 25se
reserved. We now advert to these sentiments “™™*
merely with reference to their operation upon

language. The Apostolical Constitutions prohi-
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bited all books of the Gentiles, and the works
of the Classical Writers were generally neglected
by the Christian Church during the decline of the
Roman Empire, even when not absolutely con-
demned.

Individuals might not all be equally uncom-
promising. Some, inclining to the ways of the
world, viewed Classical Literature with greater
toleration; but on one point, Christendom was
compelled to act uniformly and consistently.
Urbane Latin, Classical Latin, was not conve-
nient for ecclesiastical ministrations. The forms
of speech prevailing amongst the early Christian
congregations are partially evidenced by the Ca-
tacomb inscriptions—a frequent intermixture of
bastardized Greek, exhibiting also the adoption
of the Greek character for Latin words. For
all composition in the higher sense, the Epistle,
the Apology, the Commentary, the vocabulary
of Pagan Rome was inadequate. Neither the
doctrines nor the ceremonies nor the mysteries
of Christianity could be taught, celebrated, or
performed otherwise than through a complete
modification of the Classical language. Christi-
anity, for her own high duties, created her own
language, breathing a new spirit into the tongue
employed in Liturgical compositions, Prayer or
Collect, Hymn or Psalm.

The rules of grammar were therefore relaxed,
syntax disregarded, popular idioms introduced
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whenever custom or sense required them.—*It saint Au-
is our business,” says Saint Augustine, “to be ﬁ'ﬁse?riﬂ:_’
intelligible. What care I for the ferula of the ginm:-
Schoolmaster ? I despise him.”—Saint Augustine

was quite right. Few folks have occasioned more

injury to literature than the martinets of lan-
guage: those who think correctly must often

speak incorrectly. A noun, never before intro-
duced into genteel company, will shine a gem

if you are bold enough to set it in the Dictionary.

The mind supplies the want of grammatical
coherence : the language of feeling cannot follow
injunctions or seek for precedents: an unau-
thorized phrase embodies your sentiments and
becomes the vehicle of your meaning, with a
strength and a logical precision which the code
imposed by an Academy quenches and destroys.
Whenever the era arrives in which artificial rules

for style or language are accurately laid down

and painfully obeyed, then literature is approach-

ing her climacteric; the Doctor’s prescriptions
accelerate the Patient’s decrepitude. Quintilian

aided the decline of Latin genius, the Cruscant:
condemned Tuscany to hopeless ineptitude.

§ 9. Classical Latin was peculiarly inap- Traush-
plicable to the most important literary labours ol Scrie-
of the Western Church during her earlier ages— ivetee
the versions of the Holy Scriptures. As an ex- &>
emplification, compare any passage of the Vul-

gate with the modern texts in which purity or
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classical correctness has been attempted, Castellio
or Beza—the Ten Commandments travestied in

eed f
g.'}’?ﬁ},:;”' the style of the Twelve Tables. These transla-
Scriptares tions exercised a most lively influence, not only

‘Western
Church.

Transla-

tion, an in

tellectual
labour.

upon the dogma, but the intellect of the Latins,
and assisted in evolving many of the essential
differences between them and the Orientals. To
the Eastern Churches, Hellenic, Semitic, or mixed,
the Holy Scriptures were readily accessible. They
possessed the Septuagint, and also the ancient
Aramean translations of the Old Testament;
together with the original text of the New
Testament, in the language of the majority.
It was otherwise in the Latin Church: Greek
was only understood by the educated minority,
Hebrew and Chaldee hardly at all. Many trans-
lations of the Greek Scriptures were therefore
made and circulated, but those of the Hebrew
were innumerable. These productions, though
prompted by sincere zeal, were inaccurate or
imperfect; and the deficiencies of the current
versions stimulated the Ezra of the Western
Church to undertake his vast labour of love.
For obvious reasons, we here discuss the
" Vulgate merely as a literary monument. Trans-
lation, under any circumstances, is an intellec-
tual process of considerable complexity. Trade
hackwork is of course out of the question;
but whenever the interpreter feels the obliga-
tion of throwing mind into mind, he must be

.
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able to give a true copy, though employing
different pigments. Every language has its own
mode of colouring thoughts, which cannot be
transferred to another canvas, except by the
substitution of equivalents; and this requires
a peculiar talent, scarcely less rare than the
endowments which qualify for original compo-
sition of a high order. Saint Jerome prepared Saint

Jerome ac-

himself for the task of interpretation, by his guires the
prayerful life-long application to Holy Writ. preses
Without discarding the helps he could derive *eto™
from his predecessors, he determined to work

for himself and think for himself, making his
Version honestly, substantially and completely

from the originals. Hard and fast had Saint
Jerome to labour. There were no Hebrew Dic-
tionaries in those days, no Grammars, no The-

sauri, none of the Desk and Closet-helps for
philological study. No easy “Ladders to Learn-

ing,” leaning against the library shelves. No
well-stored cribs out of which you may pull

the provender, all ready cut and dried for you,

when you wish to cram and be filled. No whole-

sale warehouses where you can fit yourself out

with erudition ready-made or second-hand. Saint
Jerome had no means of acquiring the needful
knowledge otherwise than by settling in Pales-

tine, where, obtaining oral instruction, he learn-

ed the Hebrew, Arabic and Syrian or Chaldee

- tongues.



tl)‘f&:he au]-

te, its
nfluence
upon me-
doval Ti-
terature,

62 GENERAL RELATIONS OF MEDIZEVAL HISTORY.

In the whole compass of literary history,
there is not a Chapter more interesting than
that which could be made out of Jerome’s corre-
spondence concerning the Vulgate;—the criti-
cisms which the Author sustained, disturbed even
a Saint’s temper. “If I had taken,” says he, “to
the making of mats or baskets, no one would have
found fault with me.” He had many troubles in
journeys, in exertions for obtaining good manu-
scripts, and the like, but -all such contrarieties
weighed very little upon his mind, compared with
the philological or literary difficulties he found
in rendering the Word of God accessible to the
multitude. He had to convey the truth, strength
and simplicity of the Holy Scriptures, into a
language, which, representing the original, would
be so far conformable to the taste of the educated
classes as not to offend by homeliness; but he
could not help creating a new dialect: even the
attention he paid to the collocation of words cut
new channels for the Latin language.

Our translations of the Holy Scriptures effected
a great change in the English language after the
Reformation. The Vulgate acted upon the Clas-
sical and urbane Latin in the same sort, but far
more energetically. Not only did it become the
main standard for ecclesiastical Latin, but for
the general Latin of literature, inasmuch as the
Holy Scriptures constituted the basis of all study.
Scriptural Knowledge was transfused into the
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“ humanities” as the renovating life-blood. In
the Catalogues of medizval Libraries, the Books
of the Holy Scriptures usually constitute the
greater number of the volumes; and in their
compositions the words and phrases of the Vul-
gate are so constantly interwoven as to shew
that Saint Jerome’s Latin was the language in
which the writers thought.

§ 10. All the foregoing causes in their vari-
ous stages, capacities, and developements, co-
operated in diffusing the Roman dialects through-
out the Empire. From the Latin, mediately or
immediately, all the principal modern languages
of the European Commonwealth, Cis-atlantic or
Transatlantic,—excepting those of direct Sclavo-
nian or Teutonic origin—are derived. All bore Fordun's

i
the Roman or Latin name : they never renounced on of the

Latin
their ancestry; never were considered otherwise “'t*:
than as subsidiary dialects. Four are the lan-
guages included in the Latin, said the Canon of
St. Andrew’s, “Church Latin, Italian, French, and
Spanish.”—In lingua Latina continentur Ecclesi-
astica, Italica, Gallica et Hispanica—or, if we
adopt the slightly-differing classification which
Dante has made, the grammar or school Latin,
the « Lingua del si,” the “ Lingua doc,” and the
“ Lingua doil,” which last three denominations
may fairly be assumed to represent the three
great divisions of the Romance tongue.

We avoid the controversy of absolute pri-
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ority : that is to say, which of these dialects first
assumed a regular form. Were there no other
reason, the absence of evidence must ever render
the discussion, eminent as those writers are who
have engaged in it, utterly unprofitable. Even
the accessible materials have scarcely received a
sufficient degree of philological care. As matters
now stand, we actually want an edition of the
Divina Commedia, representing the text accord-
ing to the grammar and orthography which the
Poet himself employed. It is sufficient for our
purpose to know that almost all the Barbarians,
—Visigoth, Frank, Burgundian, Masogoth, Lom-
bard, who settled in the Italian and Iberian
peninsulas and the Gauls, forgot or disused their
original dialects about the conclusion of the
ninth Century.

The Visigoths were probably amongst the
earliest who abandoned their ancestral language.
Pelayo, in the cavern of Covadonga spake the
Romance of Toledo, which was, as it still is,
amongst the least altered of the daughters of
Rome. The Franks rushed into the adoption of
the Roman language. The Merovingian Sove-
reigns were shamed out of Teutonic barbarity.
German was the mother-tongue of Charlemagne
and Louis le Debonnaire, but Latin was equally
familiar to them. The Court of the Carlovin-
gians afforded small protection to Teutonic feel-

fmﬁi.'}ﬁ,p ing when the Sovereign held his state upon
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Gaulish or Belgic soil. The encreasing import- i presch

ance of the Romance language is indicated by a Rigicsor
memorable Canon passed in the Council convened
by Charlemagne at Tours, equally representing
Eastern France and Western France, Austrasia
and Neustria, Germany and the Gauls. The
Bishops throughout the Transalpine Empire were
enjoined to be diligent in preaching, and to take
care that their discourses should be rendered
either into Romana Rustica, or into Theotisc or
Deutsch, to the end that all might understand.
If there be any doubt as to the circumstances which
suggested this regulation, they are soon removed.
A singular combination of events and persons
connected with a great European era, enables us
to ascertain precisely the period when the chief
body of the Frankish races, inhabiting the ter-
ritory which afterwards became the kingdom of
France, had in great measure, if not completely,
abandoned their native Teutonic, so that the
Lingua Romana ruled as their preponderating
national language.

After the dreadful battle of Fontenmai in ;3.
Burgundy, Fontenai near Vezelay, the field of Battleof
hatred where Charles-le-Chauve and Louis-le- biween,
Germanique, combining against their brother Chejre

and Louis-
Lothar and their nephew, the adventurous, un- 3:,.‘,?3',,;
happy Pepin of Aquitaine, gained a victory more Loum and
destructive to themselves than to the vanquished, Aqnitnne
they held a Congress at'Strasburg for the corro-

VOL. I. F
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KR boration of the alliance. The proceedings were
Conven- Solemn : each monarch addressed his soldiery in
tion of . . .
gg:-g- his and their own tongue; that is to say, Charles

Roman in the Lingua Romana, Louis in the Lingua

langusge
employed - Toydigca, or Deutsch. The compact was then

in the di-
Procses. confirmed by mutual oaths; but in this stage of
"% the transaction, the whole negociations being
conducted with the most guarded diplomatic cau-
tion, the contracting sovereigns counterchanged.
Charles swore in Deutsch, Louis in Roman.
Lastly, when the armies concurred in the obliga-
tion, then the two nations severally made their
declarations in their vernacular language, the
army of Louis in Deutsch, the army of Charles in
Import-  Roman. We know their very words, and we may

ance of

theee docu- equally discern in these pure and authentic spe-

n!enb, ex- . . . .« e .
hibiting the cimens, respectively, the most intelligible High

}:‘j,‘,‘“;;‘,',. German, and the decided characteristics of the

Pl Roman language as exhibited in the translation
of the Conqueror’s Laws, which, though certainly
not coeval, belongs to an early era of the Anglo-
Norman dynasty.

Fontenai and Strasburg thus furnish one of
the most important passages in Modern History :
Germany and France arrayed against each other
as severed states, distinct nations, the documents
exemplifying each language fully formed, and
transmitted to us, not casually or incorrectly,
but by the best informed and most competent
witness, nay, actor. The Chronicler who has pre-
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served these precious evidences textually,—and

so accurately, that, despite of the corruptions

of transcribers which usually deform all similar
fragments, scarcely a syllable is doubtful,—being
Nithardus, grandson of Charlemagne through Nithardus
Bertha, his fair daughter, who contracted amﬁﬁm‘;
clandestine marriage with Angelbert, the lay-er sundson
abbot of St. Riquier, Count of Maritime France magve—
or Ponthieu, also a Chronicler. Nithardus, who }igrica
succeeded to his father's dignities, was engaged

in all the transactions and battles which he nar-

rates. The history from which we transcribe is
dedicated by him to King Charles, his cousin.

Fresh dissensions arose: Nithardus vainly endea-

voured to reconcile his kinsmen ; and, unable to
succeed, he quitted the Court in sorrow, and re-

tired to his command, where a violent death—

he was slain by the Northmen—prevented the
completion of his most valuable annals. They ss.

end abruptly, and therefore without any colo- Otmonra:

phon; but he notices an obscuration of the Sun S::N.‘:&.‘:‘,:d
(called by him an Eclipse) which happened whilst du! e 4o -
he was writing at Saint Cloud on the Loire— P‘m‘{ he
dum hewc super Ligerim juxta Sanctum Chlo- fe ™
doaldum consistens scriberem—on Sunday the
fifteenth of the Kalends of November, whereby

the date of the composition is fixed at about

four years after the battle of Fontenai; this

being the only concurrence of the same days be-

tween the battle and his death, so that he bears
F2
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witness to the events whilst they were quite fresh
in his memory. Moreover, there is every reason
to suppose that the addresses, oaths, and declara-
tions, were prepared by Nithardus when fruitlessly
endeavouring to tranqulllue the fatal discord.
Modifica- § 11. The propagatlon of language has been
the moms? not unaptly pourtrayed by the Indian fig-tree:
Pentintion, the branches dropping to the ground and taking
root, the parent trunk surrounded by the pro-
geny. The progress of the Romanesque lan-
guages was not entirely unobstructed; in some
few spots the branches did not strike or vegetate,
though we are unable to define the peculiarly
uncongenial quality of the soil. How it happened
that the Sedici Communi and the Tredici Com-
muni, the neighbours of Verona and Vicenza,
contrived to retain their Lombard-German, as
they do to this very day—why they never would
learn to talk Romance—no Philologist can tell;
and this difficulty equally applies to some less
noted Communities of the same blood, settled
on the Italian side of the Monte Rosa. More-
over, many anomalies and unaccountabilities
accompanied the growth, the flowering, and the
fructification of the branches which flourished
in the Empire. We can scarcely guess at the
mental process leading to the general formation
of the Romance vocabulary, rather from the
_oblique cases than the nominative: nor under-
stand wherefore the Spaniard abbreviated Do-
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minus into Dow’, whilst Domina was decapitated
into ’Na, by the Provencal.

Physical differences of organization contributed Mutations

largely to these changes; the susceptibility of the Bover of
ear, the action of the tongue, agencies so obvious **™
and yet so perplexing, not merely on account of
their uniformity, but of their mutations—powers
gained, altered, lost. Asusual, ratiocination fails,
Ask the Physiologist to explain why the modern
Greek cannot follow his letter Alphka by a Beta;
or why our Anglo-Saxon letter 7Thorn, once
common to all the Teutonic nations, should now
be rejected by all except the Icelanders and our-
selves; nay, why the Dane, who could enunciate
the letter Thorn or Theta before the Sceptre
passed to the House of Oldenburg, should have
lost the faculty with the new dynasty.

With respect to the manner in which this Examples
cause operated, a familiar exposition may be aterations
afforded by the names of places. The Frank by the
thickened the Confluentes of Rhine and Moselle punes f
into Coblentz, whilst perhaps before that Frank
arrived on the borders of the Seine, Julia bona
ran into Lillebonne.—The inhabitant of the Alpine
valley elided Augusta into Aosta ;—the Celtic
Gaul condensed Augustodunum into Autun ;—
the Iberian amalgamated Cesarea-Augusta into
Saragossa. And thus the preference for one
sound, the dislike of another, the rapidity or
slovenliness of pronunciation, the slowness or
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liveliness of the speaker, helped to model each
dialect of the Romance into its peculiar form.
Yet never were the Latin words swamped by
Teutonisms, or so altered or mutilated as to be
undistinguishable. It is an easy tour-de-force,
even now, to compose an Italian Sonnet or a
Spanish Ode, in which every word should be
purely Latin. All the languages thus developed
continued true to their source. Some yet exist
with scarcely any variation from their earliest
age, such as the common dialect of the Sardinian
peasantry. Others, more favoured, have expanded
into richness, harmony, power. Science, art, and
literature have only brought them nearer to their
original parentage : the building has been en-
larged with materials from the native quarry,
and each addition has strengthened the pristine
character.

The mutations distinguishing the Neo-Romane
dialects from the ancient speech of Latium have
been gradual and unintermitted, never conceal-
ing their identity. They have allied themselves
to Rome’s recollections, her poets, her historians,
her laws. Vast as was the dominion of the Im-

_perial Mother, they have exceeded that domi-

nion. No longer bounded by the Ocean, they
spread over the globe; and in Europe, Asia, and
the New World an hundred million of those who
profess the Christian faith, speak the languages
derived from Rome.
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§ 12. The first amongst these dialects which Preponds-
became the language of literature, obtained an Suencs o;nd
intellectual authority still retained by her, ap- it
proaching to an cecumenical Empire. It is the besirof the
language, concerning us most and nearest, &S jpage.
Anglo-Saxons, Anglo-Normans, or Englishmen,
the language of our ancient jurisprudence and
laws, the Romance, which, somewhat mistakenly
called by the name of Norman, produced the
French of the present age. Long before the Con- garly cul-
queror landed at Hastings, his language, thea-:r‘f-:nﬁ
language of his fathers, the language of Roman R,Ef’
Normandy, had prevailed in the Anglo-Saxon 8axons.
Court; so early that when Louis d’Outremer
returned from England to ascend the Carlo-
vingian throne, he could speak none other than
that idiom furnishing the epithet indicating his
fortunes. And the constant intercourse between
Anglo-Saxon England and Normandy fostered
the strange speech; the language of fashion, the
language conciliating affections, introducing ideas,
and clearing the way for the new dynasty.

Greeks and Romans marvelled at the strange The charm
and uncouth symbolical representation of the gﬁ}:ﬁm'
Gaulish Hercules, the Hercules Ogmius, the god
of Eloquence, a decrepit old man, conquering
without bodily strength, and leading the multi-
tude by the chains of gold and silver fastened
to their ears. The French have realized that
symbol :—without exertion, without effort, but
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simply by the witchery. of persuasion, the
Langue dOil became pre-eminent over all her
compeers, she won the love of the world, she well
deserved it.—The German Ritterschaft of Otho
the Great raised the war-cry in French, and the

Emithe historians add, that they knew the language well.

—*Son,” is the address of the Norwegian Sage,

L200-1300, who unfolds in his Speculum Regale the whole
cn]ttvmd course of education and learning fitting the Mer-

"chant for his trade, the Priest for his ministry,
the King for his duties; “learn Latin, learn
French, for that is the widest speech of all.”

The Zesoro of Brunetto Latini, almost iden-
- tical with the Speculum Regale in design, and
e' not very dissimilar in matter, was the wonder
of the author’s contemporaries, and his chiefest
pride. Amidst the torments of the scorching
plain, Dante hears the plaintive voice of his
teacher still yearning after his earthly vanity :

‘ Sieti racommandato il mio Tesoro

Nel quale 1o vivo ancora—e pid non chieggio.”

But it was not in his own sweet wvolgare that
Brunetto wrote the book of which the re-
collection touched his disembodied spirit—the
ruling passion stronger than death—but in the
dialect of the Trouveur, the most pleasureful to
the reader, and affording the greatest means of
circulation through its popularity. The brisk,
active, industrious habits of the French aided this
diffusion.—Amongst the Tartar hordes and in the
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encampment of Kublai Khan, the traveller was gif::ion
surprized by the artificer or the trader gredting L
him in the language of the Capetian capital. The T““"’n
Crusades spread the Langue d’Oil throughout the Sy
East; and Athens conversed with the fluency of
Paris.

The poetic literature of medizval Europe Infinencs
received its most forcible and dlstlngulshmg(I;»(l)l =
impress from the Langue d’Oil, the language of the postic
Heraldry, the language of the Tournament, the ;Qgeg-u
language of the Geste, the language of Chivalry. P
The ancient and barbarous songs which de-
lighted Charlemagne are forgotten: the tradi-
tions of Arthur might, in their pristine speech
have still floated amongst the Cymric lineages;
but without the aid of the Trouveur, never would
the British lays have acquired their fascination:
it was not until they became Romance that
they were invested with their power. Teuton
and Scandinavian yielded to the charms of
France and the French tongue. Never, but for
the model given by the Trouveurs of the Lan-
gue & Oil, would the Germans have gained their
national Epic. The title 4denteuer, prefixed to
each song of the Niebelungen Lied, reveals the
school in which ‘the Suabian Minstrel was
formed. Increasing

Great as the merits of the Teutonic forms f;:";:eggh
of speech may be, and admirable as the talents "
they have employed, yet the languages of

en-

tlon
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Shakespeare arid Milton and Schiller and Goethe,
hav® failed to win the wreath belonging to the
French tongue. National pride or national feel-
ing must not be allowed to conceal this truth
from us. The French language is our universal
interpreter throughout the European Common;
wealth. Justly may the French assert that their
intellectual heroes constitute the advanced-guard
of European progress. Their wit, their whim,
their verve, their erudition, equally sparkling and
profound, their grace, readiness, talent, their
philosophy, their perfect trust in human reason,
their complete emancipation from positive faith,
all combine to give them that commanding sta-
tion; and their language bestows the weapons
wherewith they gain the victory. France created
the emphatic name of civilization ; and that lan-
guage is amongst the most powerful of the effi-
cient causes which promise or threaten to extend
the Empire of civilization throughout the world.

§ 13. Such has been the progress, the tri-
umphant career of the Neo-Latin or Romance
languages; yet the Classical Latin yielded slowly.
There appear to have been peculiar localities, the
opposite counterparts of the Sedici and Tredici
Communi, in which the Latin subsisted with a
certain degree of purity: a volgare, in the strict
sense of the term. Race, habit, fancy, thus pre-
served the spirit in particular places and amongst
peculiar classes, when it was yielding to the
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Lingua Rustica elsewhere. Some few fragments
of this familiar Latin are remarkable in philo-
logical history. The Latin seems to have been
peculiarly affected by the military: the joyous
song of Clothaire’s triumphant soldiers arose in
the strains of Latin popular verse; and the nightly
hymn of the sentinels of Modena, pacing round
their ramparts, resounded with a touching melody
never known to classical Rome. We can there-
fore scarcely discern the boundary-line, or mark
the exact era when the Urbane Latin ceased to
be the vernacular tongue. The Church nevér
employed any other. Whatever might be the
origin of the Priest, whatever his race or blood,
he lived sub lege Romand alone. Whenever
Western Christendom came together in her re-
presentative form, no language but that of Rome
was heard, no Council ever debated, no Canon
was promulgated in any peculiar or vulgar
tongue. In the State, the Latin retained the Latin, the
same pre-eminence: Latin still continued to be of 53’?’:"
the language of all official communications, the
language of respect, the language of courtesy,
and, till the conclusion of the Hildebrandine era,
or longer, the educational language of Knight
and Baron, Count and Marquis, Duke and Prince,
and Queen and King.

From the plainness of language and simpli- Infinence

. N . of the Vul-
city of construction, the Bible presented to the §%yron

New

people in Latin would read very readily into jaur
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Romanesque : certainly St. Jerome’s pen and
mind contributed materially to the formation of
the Romance dialects. As amongst us in the
times of the Commonwealth, Scripture language
melted into the language of common life. The
relative pronoun cke or gque has probably been
introduced into the various Neo-Latin languages,
mainly from the peculiar application of guia in
the Vulgate. And for the etymology of the
word of words, parola, paraula, palobra, we
can scarcely find any source except the texts,
in which the noun parabola, and the corre-
sponding verb pambolare, are so emphatically
employed.

Under these circumstances the Latin long
continued intelligible amongst the common peo-
ple, though they were unable to speak it cor-
rectly. An exact parallel to their condition in
this respect may be found amongst the Italian or
Provengal commonalty, by whom the discourse
from the pulpit is fully understood, although the
peasant who comprehends the preacher cannot
speak a phrase in the language of the sermon.
The era when Grammar-Latin became rather less
accessible to the multitude can be ascertained
with tolerable accuracy by the before-quoted
decrees of the Gallican Councils, which direct
the Bishop to homilize in the Vulgar tongue.

§ 14. Subsequently to the Hildebrandine era
the Romance languages swerved away more and
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more from their mother, growing up, full formed,
and handsomer, becoming better dressed, obtain-
ing more regularity, more consistency, acquiring
characteristics more pronounced, and at length
a grammar of their own, systematic and well
defined. They were now, to no inconsiderable
extent, the languages of literature. Yet the Ec-
clesiastical or Grammar-Latin still commanded
large provinces in the republic of letters and in
the kingdoms of intellect : the decorous language
of history and science, completely the language
of philosophy; and, as employed by the school-
men, the vigour of these profound thinkers in-
vested the homely cloister and refectory Latin
with admirable conciseness and precision. But
it is in the ecclesiastical Liturgies, the most de-
votional of uninspired compositions, that the
Western Church speaks with unrivalled pathos,
simplicity, and grandeur.

The revival of Letters rather checked than

enlarged the dominion of the Latin language. Langu oy

the preci-
sion result-
ing from the
revival of

Classical correctness and the ethos of modern
society are incompatible elements. The elegan-
cies of Latin are destructive of its practical
utility : there was no surer mode of stinting the
capacities of thought than the pedantry which
restricted that thought to Ciceronian phrase. A
building in which the plan, the elevation, the

ableextent,
notwith-
standing
the cultiva-
tion of the
Romance

dialects.

Dominion
of the Latin

chancel, the tower, every portion, every column,

all the mullions, all the capitals, all the pinna-
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cles, have been correctly copied from an ancient
original, has assuredly earned the worst possible
praise: convenience, applicability and truth all
neglected and sacrificed. Nevertheless, even at
the present moment, the Latin, despite the de-
bilitating influences of Bembo and Valla, still
flourishes amongst the Hierarchy of the Roman
Church, composing a multitude which if assembled

_in one city would at least equal the population of
Rome, when the Labarum shone on the Imperial
Standard.

Upon the languages of Teutonic origin the
Latin has exercised great influence, but most
energetically upon our own. The very early
admixture of the Langue &'0Oil, the never in-
terrupted employment of the French as the
language of education, and the nomenclature
created by the scientific and literary cultivation
of advancing and civilized society, have Roman-
ized our speech; the warp may be Anglo-Saxon,
but the woof is Roman as well as the embroidery,
and these foreign materials have so entered into
the texture, that were they plucked out the
web would be torn to rags, unravelled and
destroyed.—July and August are monuments of
Roman domination which will endure when the

Thorough 188t Vestiges of Roman splendour shall have
e, perished from the face of the earth. They are

Roman ele- « o

ment in the inscribed upon the signs of the Zodiac, and will
ﬂm. perpetuate the memory of the founders of the
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Roman Empire in the regions now covered
with the forests of the far West, and in the
Plains of Australia, until the European or civi-
lized Commonwealth, the great Fourth Empire,
the Kingdom strong as iron, shall have fulfilled
her appointed course, and be dissolved into the

miry clay.
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SCOPE AND OBJECT OF THE PRESENT HISTORY.

§ 1. TEE work now presented to the pub-
lic results from labours spread over many years
of my life, labours commenced neither arbitrarily
nor unwillingly, but whereto I was conducted
as a duty. I mention this circumstance as an
apology for undertaking a task already treated
so often and repeatedly by writers who have
acquired traditional and popular respect, that any
further investigation of an apparently exhausted
theme might seem superfluous. Imperfectly as
my designs have been carried out, whether in skill,
scheme or execution, such utility as my histori-
cal productions may possess will consist chiefly
in their being considered as forming a course of
instruction, which, begun more than a quarter of a
century ago, I can now scarcely expect to com-
plete; comprehending, according to my original
conception, the whole medizval history of the
Anglo-Saxon, Anglo-Norman, Cymric and English
races and nations, to the accession of the Tudor
dynasty.

These designs originated out of an employ-
ment compelling me to concentrate my attention
upon English history. Our English archives are
unparalleled—none are equally ample, varied,
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and continuous; none have descended from remote
times in equal preservation and regularity, not
even the archives of the Vatican. In France, the
most ancient consecutive records are the Olim
registers, as they are called, commencing some-
what scantily under Saint Louis, whereas ours
date from the Norman Conquest. The French
never possessed any of greater antiquity, for the
notion that the French records were captured
or destroyed by the English is a mere fable. The
proceedings of the Etats-générauxr cannot, of
course, begin sooner than the first Convocations
of this imperfectly federal assembly under the
House of Valois: the earliest and rather meagre
registers of Royal Ordinances were not compiled
till the reign of Jean-le-Bor ; and although the
conventions of the Provinces were held from an
anterior date, yet none of their records preceding
the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries exist with
any degree of completeness.

The very circumstances which have protected Preserva-
and produced the title-deeds and evidences of English
the English constitution, are features of English pe: partly
history. The material conservation of our En- 33?::"&'3
glish Records results in the first instance from unt
the signal mercy shown to our country, so sin- by
gularly exempted, if we compare ourselves with
other nations, from hostile devastation, whether
occasioned by foreign foes or domestic dissen-
sions. Never since the Conquest has London

VOL. L G
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heard the trumpet of a besieging army: never
has an invader’s standard floated upon that
White Tower wherein our Records are con-
tained. '

Thus spared from the calamities which might
have consumed or destroyed our public muni-
ments, their preservation equally exemplifies
other prerogative characteristics of our history.
Such is the early incorporation of the States and
territories anciently composing the Anglo-Saxon
realm into one solid government, the Sovereign
possessing the same substantive rights throughout
his dominions,—notwithstanding some slight ano-
malies rather apparent than real,—and those
dominions obeying the supremacy of one common
legislature ; a process effected far more com-
pletely in England than in France, the kingdom
whose circumstances, taken on the whole, were
most analogous to our own.

Furthermore and in addition to this Imperial
unity, are we distinguished amongst nations by
the recognition of the principle that the na-
tional will should be ruled by the national law.
Our high Court of Parliament was, from the
beginning a remedial Court, a permanent tri-
bunal, and not an accidental political assembly.
Our Constitution is not theoretically founded

.4 c¢ither upon Royal prerogative or upon popular

liberty, but upon justice, a reasonable submission
to the authority of the past. This principle of
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justice necessitated a constant recurrence to
precedent : stare super vias antiquas, the dead
governing the living. What have our ancestors
done ?—our predecessors in the like case, or
under the like emergency? In all our revolu-
tionary conflicts, the main arguments employed
by all contending parties were painfully and care-
fully adduced from the muniments of the Realm,
—XKing or Clergy, Peers or Commons, Ministers
or Parliaments appealing to the Roll, the Mem-
brane, the Letter of the Law, upon which all their
reasonings were to be grounded.

During the periods exhibiting the greatest
turbulence, we therefore find an uniform system
of interpellation, preferred in good faith to Re-
cord and to Charter. Widely as the inter-
preters of the texts may have differed, the 