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THE map facing this page was issued in 1567 and signed
Jo: Goghe. It has been reduced and reproduced by the
Irish Photo. Engraving Co. It issuch a chart as might have
been compiled last century for military purposes to illustrate
the distribution of tribes in a West African hinterland.
The whole coast from Lough Swilly eastwards and round to
the south-west is known in detail ; the west coast much less
so: and in this, as in all sixteenth-century maps, the west-
ward projection of Connaught is not rendered. W. S. Green,
from special study, held that the Armada was finally destroyed
by such a map, when it came round from the north and laid
a course for Spain that brought it right up against the coast
of North Mayo, where it perished. Lough Erne is also quite
wrongly mapped, Mask and Corrib shown as one lake. The
west was out of Elizabethan knowledge.

Meath is still regarded as a separate region from Leinster.
Six earldoms are shown. Clancarty is printed according
to the Irish pronunciation, without the ¢. Some names may
be difficulty to identify : thus, O Sole uan, in the south-west,
for O’Sullivan, Slegagh for Sligo. ('Donrtell is simply O DO.
O’Byrne near Dublin is O Brin. Killybegs harbour in
Donegal is Calbeg. The three septs of the MacSwineys—
MacSwiney Banaght, MacSwiney Fanad, and MacSwincy Doe
(written here Toeh, that is, Tuatha)—are depicted in gallo-
glass equipment.

The distribution of forest should be specially noted;
woods were the chief obstacle to conquest in Elizabeth’s
day.

It will be noted that scarcely any towns are shown.

CORYRIGHT
PRINTED IN GREAL BRITAIN
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PREFACE

IN compiling this summary outline of Irish history, I have
endeavoured to use the Annals of the Four Masters as an
armature or central support as far.as they reach : that is,
up to the Flight of the Earls. Quotations to which no refer-
ence is attached are from O’Donovan’s edition of them. It
is impossible to recognise fully the rest of my literary in-
debtedness. In my task I avoided consulting other works of
the same character as that on which I was engaged ; indeed,
several of those now available were not then published.
But I made some use of Joyce’s Short History. His Social
History of Ancient Ireland is in quite another category : it
was a source from which I derived much. Mr Orpen’s Ireland
under the Normans and Mr Bagwell’s Ireland under the Tudors
and Ireland under the Stuarts have been of course invaluable
quarries of fact ; and for the period from Cromwell to the
Union Lecky’s great work has guided me. But I desire to
acknowledge with special emphasis the light received from
Mr Philip Wilson’s Beginnings of Modern Ireland and from
Mr Dunlop’s Ireland wnder the Commonwealth. In the later
part of the work nothing has been of so much service for my
purpose as Mr George O’Brien’s three volumes on the
Economic History of Ireland from the seventeenth century
to the great famine. What I owe to Mrs J. R. Green’s
Making of Ireland and other books is less definite, but it has
affected my whole outlook ; and the same is true of Douglas
Hyde’s Literary History of Ireland.

In the earlier part, Professor Bury’s Life of St Patrick
helped me more than anything else to a conception of what
was involved in the Christianisation of Ireland; and Pro-
fessor Lawlor’s book on St Malachy revealed much of Treland’s
state just before the Normans came.

v



vi THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

Finally, without the books of Professor MacNeill, his
Phases of Irish History and his Celtic Ireland 1 s.hould never
have attempted even in this rudimentary fashion f,o t.ra'ce
the history as a whole. Out of the chaotic mass which is in
the Annals he has produced an intelligible fabric.

I bhave ventured to borrow passages of translation from
Archbishop Healy’s Life of St Patrick, believing that one who
showed me much hospitable courtesy while living would not
have disapproved this boldness. Like every other student,
I owe much to his other work, Ireland’s Ancient Schools and
Scholars.

My manusecript was read in part by my brother, Mr E. J.
Gwynn, and by Mr Philip Wilson, from the standpoint of
their special knowledge ; and by my friend Geoffrey Dearmer
from that of complete unfamiliarity with the subject. Mr
George O’Brien read the whole of it. They have my thanks
for their patience and for many criticisms by which I profited ;
but they are responsible only for making the book less faulty
than it would have been without their help.

A small map of contemporary Ireland is prefixed for
general convenience of reference : it will not suffice for detail.
I bave endeavoured to make clear the old divisions of the
country by reference to our modern county boundaries. To
this has been added a reproduction of one of the Elizabethan
maps, which at least help us to see how those who had to
govern the country pictured it to themselves. For guidance
as to those maps, and for countless other courtesies, I am
indebted to the Librarians of the National Library in
Dublin,

There is only this to add. I have studied Irish history
a8 a means to understand my own country, in which I have
lived long and travelled much, about which I have written
much, and for which I have worked ; and in so far as I have
felt able to interpret the past, it has always been in the light
of the present which I knew.

A technically complete index would have been impossibly
cumbrous. One has been compiled with great pains 8o ag
to assist students by bringing together isolated references.
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THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

CHAPTER I

IRELAND IN LEGENDARY TIMES

IrisH history is the story of a people living in an island, which
island again makes part of a closely related island-group.
Both these geographical facts have profoundly affected the
destiny and the character of the Irish race. Yet, however
incomplete would be a history of Ireland written with re-
ference to Ireland only, to write of it simply as part of the
British Isles is much more misleading, because this can be
done with some appearance of giving a full account. History
is concerned with the development of civilisation, and the
civilisation to which Ireland belongs is that of Europe, not of
the British Isles. Ireland should always be viewed as a part
of Europe ; and to-day as part of that greater Europe which
includes the continent of America, as well as Australia, New
Zealand, and South Africa.

Ireland came late into European history, for Europe’s civili-
sation began about the eastern shores of the Mediterranean,
and spread slowly west, and still more slowly northwards.
Visitors to Herculaneum and Pompeii are often surprised to
see that eighteen hundred years ago people in little towns
near Naples had water laid on in their houses, and taps to
turn it on and off. Yet more than eighteen hundred years
earlier dwellings in Crete had the same provision. Italy was
still barbarous while Crete, taught from Egypt, was highly
civilised. Ireland was still barbarous when Italy had reached
almost our modern standard of convenience and luxury. The
Cretan civilisation was blotted out, yet the ideas embodied
in it survived and reappeared. Roman civilisation was almost
destroyed in many countries, especially in France, which was
the natural link between these islands and the early centres of

1 1



2 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

European civilisation ; yet the ideas remained. But in those
days ideas were not easily transmitted. Now, a man can
write down the plan for doing a certain thing, and can easily
send many copies of what he has written to almost any Part
of the world, and they can be understood and carried into
practice. Before writing and the means of multiplying what
is written existed, ideas could only be transported by trans-
porting those who possessed them. Travel was not easy, and
people moved only for something to be got that they could not
get at home. They moved, that is, only for commerce or for
conquest ; but when they moved, they carried their ideas
with them; and so civilisation spread. Unfortunately
history tells us little about the movements for commerce,
which always advanced civilisation ; but much about move-
ments for conquest, which often destroyed it. Yet conquest
also often civilised. The Roman conquerors civilised Trans-
alpine Gaul, which we call France, and through it the conquest
and the ecivilisation spread to Britain. Rome’s progress
stopped short at the Irish Sea, so that Ireland had not within
its borders till several centuries later what came to Britain
shortly after the Christian era—well-built towns and houses,
a system of municipal government which had worked well on
the whole in many lands. The Irish and the Scandinavian
peoples were not reached by the usages of Roman life, and this
delayed the development among them of European civilisation.
In a sense, Irish history begins from the point at which Ireland
was reached by a strong and definite wave of influence from
the Roman world. St Patrick established throughout Ireland
what was then the religion of the Roman Empire ; and by so
doing he brought Ireland into far closer relations than before
with the civilisation from which all European culture descends.
A necessary part of his task was to diffuse the use and know-
ledge of writing ; and so from his time Irish history began to
be written down.

But one of the facts which written history transmits is
that there existed in Ireland before this era an elaborate
and carefully guarded historical tradition. We possess that
tradition, and, though it has certainly been altered in trans-
mission, it contains much historical material. Some attention
must be given to it because the history of the Irish nation can
be traced further back than that of any people in Europe
except the Greeks and Romans. It is our main source of
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information concerning the Celtic races who played so great
a part in shaping the modern world.

Its value has been discredited by the fact that Irish
chroniclers, working after they got the Old Testament and
other chronicles of ancient history, attempted to link up the
history of Ireland as it came down to them with the history
of the world as they read it. Later still, native historians,
while reproducing their traditional accounts, recognised
clearly that they were not trustworthy beyond a point.
They fixed that point about 320 B.c. This is interesting,
because archazology leads us to believe that the Gaelic race
came to Ireland about that time. It is desirable to consider
first what the chroniclers tell us and then to compare it with
the known facts.

According to the chroniclers there were five successive
colonisations ; the first that of the Parthalonians, the second
that of the Nemedians, who were much oppressed by people
called the Fomorians. All this may be dismissed as pure
mythology. The third colony was that of the Firbolg. This
begins to'get in touch with fact; there were real people so
called. The fourth was that of the Tuatha Dé Danann.
These represent quite certainly gods who in the earlier heroie
romances mixed themselves up with the loves and wars of
heroic mortals as did the gods of ancient Greece. The fifth
and last colony was the Milesians. These are simply the
Gaels ; but the name was invented after the Roman Miles
had become famous through the western world. Probably
the Gaelic invaders never heard it.

Now as to what we know. There is no record in history
or tradition of a time when people in Ireland spoke anything
but Gaelic. But the Picts, who, as the Venerable Bede tells
us, kept their own distinet speech in the Britain of his day, the
early part of the eighth century, were in Ireland also; and
up to that same period they were recognised by the Gaels as
a distinct people. Picti is Latin, meaning the Tattooed ;
the Gaels called them Cruithni. The Cruithni were one of
several tribes or groups of those earlier inhabitants whom the
Gaels subjugated. All these were under tribute to the Gaelic
chiefs, even though they still owned their stretch of territory
and had their own chiefs. They were therefore called the
“ Rent-paying Communities.” The Picts were chiefly in
eastern Ulster, but patches of them existed elsewhere.



4 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

Another widely diffused tribe or group were the Fir.bolg.
Firbolg means Men of the Leather Bag,. and. the ch}‘onn?lers
made up a story to account for it which is quite unh?stoncal,
and was plainly invented to connect the legendary history of
Ireland with the legendary history of Greece. But the name
becomes interesting because other rent-paying communities
also had names relating to a trade or craft, such as the Ceard-
righe, Smith folk ; and it is conjectured that a so_rt of ca:ste
system, under which occupations are hereditary in a tribe,
may have existed among these pre-Gaelic pfaop_les. It is even
suggested that the tinker clans who still exist in Ireland may
descend from them. The Firbolgs were doubtless workers in
leather, makers of the common sacks then in use, and, prob-
ably because this was a craft of low grade, the name Firbolg
was often used by the Gaels to describe the whole of these
conquered and subject peoples, who still lived on in very large
numbers among their conquerors, and by intermarriage with
them produced a mixed race.

We do not know whether all these different rent-paying
groups used dialects of the same language or whether they were
of the same stock. It is pretty certain that they were of the
dark-white European type, who prevailed along the Mediter-
ranean basin, and in Europe were subjugated by those northern
peoples, more commonly fair and blue-eyed, of whom the
Celts were one. But we do know from constant Irish
record, passing into written history, the districts in which their
various tribe-groups were living in Ireland within historic
times ; and we know also that they were not really of an
inferior racial type. Some of the tribes appear to have been
by profession fighting men, employed in war by the Gaelic
kings ; and some of the most famous champions in Irish
romance came from these stocks. The reason why the Gaels
were able to conquer them completely was that the Gaelic
invaders belonged to a Celtic group which had the first re-
quisite for conquest—superior military equipment. There is
reason to believe that the Gaels were the first people to bring
iron into Ireland.

Archzology tells us that there is no trace of the Iron Age
in Ireland before about 350 B.0. ; it tells us also that the
Celts were working iron in the Danube basin three or even
four centuries earlier. In Ireland, copper and bronze had
been in use more than a thousand years before this; metal
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work was already highly developed. But the possession of
iron made as much difference as the possession of gunpowder
for conquest, and more for the advance of civilisation. Bronze
could never be plenty ; in very ancient copper workings near
Waterford wooden shovels have been found, showing that
even miners had still to work with wooden tools. Once the
secret of working iron is discovered, it can be in every man’s
hand for a tool or a weapon. Power over matter is greatly
increased in this way, and the Gaels when they came to Ireland
to attack a race not using iron, had themselves used iron as
long as our race has used gunpowder. They were in a much
more advanced state of development.

They certainly brought with them the characteristic Celtic
custom of maintaining professional bards, whose duty it was
to record events in rhythm and to preserve the earlier records ;
to compose and to recite. The Irish historians who placed
the beginnings of true tradition about 820 B.0. were probably
not far wrong ; for probably the Gaels came to Ireland about
the fourth century before Christ, and probably from their
coming onwards events in Ireland began to be much more
systematically recorded.

How or when the Picts and Firbolgs and other rent-paying
peoples got to Ireland we do not in the least know. We know
that Ireland was still under ice at a time when men were
moving about in France and even in southern England. The
earliest traces of man in Ireland show him in the Later Stone
Age, already a tiller of land, possessing pottery, but having
no use of metal. Men of this type constructed the megalo-
lithic monuments—the cromlechs and the sepulchral barrows,
of which the great mounds at Dowth and New Grange are
chief examples. Brugh na Boinne, the Irish name for these
burial-places, comes into all the Irish stories. But the tombs
were not the work of the Gael. They belonged to an older
race, wholly outside our ken, and Gaelic imagination made
them the home of Gods. The chroniclers state that Irish
history begins to be trustworthy from the foundation of
Emain Macha (often called Emania) by a king, Kimbaeth,
whose wife, Macha, gave her name to this, the chief fortress
of ancient Ulster. After her was called also Ardmacha, or
Armagh, the rise of ground a mile or two distant. Here St
Patrick fixed the centre of Irish Christianity. Seven cen-
turies and a half between the foundation of Emania and the
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ecclesiastical foundation of Armagh comprise a tract. of
time during which we know dimly, but with increasing
distinctness as time goes on, the manner of life, the sequence
of events, and the succession of rulers in pre-Christian
Ireland. )

Our best knowledge comes through the earliest cycles of
Irish romances, just as we know most of early Greece throqgh
the Homeric poems. These romances describe a Warl%ke
people whose chiefs lived in duns, or forts, fenced about with
earthen embankments. These can be chiefly traced at
Emania (now called Navan Fort), at Tara, and in many other
places. The Irish of this period built great houses, finely
decorated ; but they did not build with stone. Ireland was
very thickly wooded, and the legendary history again and
again records amongst the achievements of early kings their
clearing of plains for pasture and for tillage. The walls of
the houses were of mud plastered upon wattles—a form of
building common in many parts of the world to-day, for
instance, in the Balkans. The partitions were of wood, and
bronze was used to decorate them. Clothing was highly
elaborate, they could dye many colours. They had gold and
silver for ornaments, they used bronze greatly ; they had iron
for their weapons and their tools. Their chief wealth was in
cattle, but payments of tribute were made also in objects of
metal and woven stuffs. Money was not in use. There were
no shops. What a man needed was made in his own house-
hold or got from the maker of it. ~All this was true of Ireland
for hundreds of years after Christianity, and the unknown
poets who made up their romances described no doubt very
largely what they saw in kingly houses of their own time.
But in some respects there is a marked difference between
the periods. The heroes of the romances whieh centre about
Emania are chariot fighters—like those of Homer. As we
come down to ages nearer clear history the war-chariot dis-
appears. It had disappeared from among the Gauls when
Casar conquered them; but he found the Britons still
u_sing it, about fifty years before Christ — very near the
time when Irish tradition places the chief flourishing of
Emania. Conachar Mac Nessa, under whom Emania
was most famous, is said to have lived during Christ’s
lifetime.

The greatest of these early romances is the T4in Bo
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Cuailgne, or Cattle Raid of Cooley. It describes a war in
which Ulster is attacked by a host from the rest of Ireland,
led by the princes of Connaught. In the story the war is
levied to carry off the famous Brown Bull from Cooley (that
is, the mountainous Carlingford peninsula in County Louth),
just as the siege of Troy is represented as a quest for Helen.
We know that, historically speaking, Troy was besieged and
burnt by the Greeks ; we may doubt whether it was only for
Helen’s beauty. But whether from th: Téin or from the
Iliad we get a good general idea of what war was then. On
both sides the fighters are warriors, not soldiers ; they are
not under a common discipline and command, making part
of a regular army. Cuchulain, the chief Ulster champion, is
no more under the orders of Conachar Mac Nessa than Achilles
was under the orders of Agamemnon ; and the same is true
of warriors in the invading host which is headed by Ailill,
king of Connaught, and his queen Maeve. As in Homer,
battles are represented as encounters between the champions of
either side. Things can never have been quite like this in any
battle ; yet in the Middle Ages, when a knight in armour bore
about the same relation to an ordinary soldier as a tank to a
rifleman, battles did in great measure become a number of
duels between the really armed combatants. Cuchulain and
the rest belonged to the age when metal was scarce, and
probably the rank and file had very poor weapons and no
defensive armour. The Irish did not use the bow in fighting
till very late in their history.

The system of rule, too, was less developed than in the
historic period. Irish chroniclers have transmitted the belief
that there was always in Ireland a High King with rights over
the lesser kingdoms, but there is no trace in the epics of any
central authority. There was a kingdom of Ulster, which
then reached south to the lower Boyne ; a kingdom of Con-
naught ; a kingdom of Munster ; a kingdom of Leinster, which
had its seat at Dinree on the Barrow ; and another of North
Leinster with its seat at Tara. There was,in short, a pentarchy.
This order had ceased to exist before Irish chronicles began
to be written down ; and chroniclers, reading the present of
their day into the past they recorded, assumed that there was
always a High King, ruling from Tara. Yet the true tradition
is preserved in an expression that still lives in ordinary Gaelic
speech and is frequent in the old literature. Cuchulain, for
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instance, after he has unknowingly killed his own son in
combat, is made to say :
«If I and my heart’s Conlaoch
Were playing our kingly feats together,

We could travel from sea to strand
The Five Fifths of Ireland.”

The Five Fifths of Ireland made this pentarchy of five
kingdoms.



CHAPTER II
THE DAWN OF THE HISTORICAL PERIOD

THE rulers of Ireland, whose wars with one another for land
and for booty are described in the romances, were Gaelic by
blood ; but their hosts comprised many of the older popula-
tion. The best body of fighting men in Maeve’s army were
the Galians, a non-Milesian tribe from Leinster. Ferdiad,
Cuchulain’s strongest opponent, was not of Milesian stock ; it
is even probable that Cuchulain himself was a Pict. This is
rendered more likely by the fact that Cuchulain does not come
into any of the genealogical lists by which the Gaelic noble
families traced back their descent to legendary times. The
same fact adds credibility to their pedigrees, for if they had
been work of invention, Cuchulain, chief of heroes, would have
figured largely as an ancestor in them.

The reason why these genealogical lists may be regarded
as historical back to a period before the general use of writing
is that very many persons had a deep interest in their accuracy,
and that a regular organisation existed for preserving them.
Every man’s place in the family group was of such importance
to his whole life that record needed to be clear ; and for the
community leadership was determined by complex questions
of descent. Authority and the privileges accompanying
‘authority were transmitted, not directly from father to son,
by a simple hereditary succession; but the successor was
chosen from a group of persons in a certain degree of
relationship.

The family group rather than the individual or the married
couple was the unit of society. Most property was owned by
families, under a common head. Marriage was early, and a
family group would usually consist of its head, a man who had
married about twenty-five; of his sons, who had married
when he was about fifty ; and of their children. But quite

9
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frequently the head of the family would live to see his great-
grandchildren, and the family group therefore was taken as
consisting of four generations. His br(‘)th.eI'S, 1?1s sons, 1_115
grandsons, his great-grandsons all had their rights in the family
property, determined by custom which had the force of law.
If any member of the family group incurred a fine, all members
were liable for the payment of it, in degrees determined by
custom. A possession which could not be divided passed
from one holder in the family to another, also on principles
decided by custom. In a ruling family, kingship could of
course pass only to one person, but custom decreed that the
nobles of his kingdom should have a right to choose the king.
A king might be succeeded by his son or grandson, but his
uncle, his cousin, nephew, or even grand-nephew was equally
eligible, if of fit age to act as ruler in peace and chief in war.
If one of two brothers became king, the sons of the other and
their sons also might be chosen to succeed him. Unless the
kingship came into their line by this time, that branch of the
family ceased to have its claim to be chosen.

Thus a knowledge of genealogy had to be maintained or
the title to most important rights would be lost ; and in Irish
communities, from the earliest times of which we have any
clear view, there existed a highly organised class whose
business it was to preserve the records of all important
family successions. This class was, in the old sense, a clergy
—a class of clerks, or learned persons ; and they had several
functions which grew naturally out of one another. The first
may well have been that of the bards. In Ireland, as among
the Celts everywhere, warriors delighted after feasting to hear
songs relating warlike deeds, especially those of their own
tribe. Men were found who could remember with excep-
tional fidelity what had been put into metre, and this became
& profession allied to that of composing the songs. Ceesar
tells us that the Gauls of history had trained reciters who
could carry in their mind an incredible number of poems.
When the institution was fully developed among the Irish,
an ollave or chief poet was bound to know by heart two
hundred and fifty of the chief stories and one hundred of the
secondary romances. For this perfection a training of
twelve years was held necessary.

To the same class of trained memorists fell naturally the
duty of transmitting genealogical records and also the memory
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and succession of leading events in the history of the clan.
In the system of professional training, the school itself was a
check on tradition. Each man had to repeat what he had
learnt in the presence of rivals who would be eager to detect
a departure from what had been taught to themselves.

It is not likely that there was any record in writing before
Patrick’s coming. The Ogham script was in use, an invention
of the Irish Gaels, but based upon the Latin alphabet, having,
with only two exceptions, the same vowels and consonants,
though the symbols were quite different. But as a means of
preserving any long composition this script would be very
clumsy ; and probably the early Irish, like the early Greeks,
relied on the memory of their bards, who as a class acquired
a standing next to that of the rulers, owing to the importance
of their functions.

Another cause of their importance was that they trans-
mitted the law—that is to say, the judgments which from time
to time were delivered by the kings. So it became natural
that before a king or ruler gave judgment he should consult
the living record of what had been decided in previous cases ;
and thus the learned in poetry and history became recognised
also as authorities upon law and advisers upon judgment.
With development of culture, specialisation took place ; the
poet was marked off from the chronicler, and both from the
brehon or judge and lawyer.

Almost certainly these different duties of the learned were
connected with the Druid organisation, which probably gave to
Ireland such unity as it possessed in pre-Christian times. The
same ideas of religion and the same principles of law appear
to have been accepted through the whole country. We know
very little of the religion of pagan Ireland, because the Chris-
tian clergy did their utmost to blot out all memory of it.
But it seems clear that Patrick had the wisdom to leave the
framework of this organisation standing, though its use was
limited to literary and historic purposes. In the earlier
romances the Druids figure especially as prophets; we hear
little of poets, though it is taken for granted that each division
of an army has its own bards and musicians who entertain
the warriors after they have eaten and before they sleep.
There is no mention of judges to assist the king, and very little
talk of the king as judge. The will of the king over his
kingdom, the will of the leader over his men, so far as each
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can enforce it, is really the law ; but in this early perioa:l .action
is represented as enormously controlled by the tradition Qf
Qeasa—that is to say, what it is forbidden, or tabu, for a certain
man to do. It is this element which makes the old Irish
romances strange and difficult of comprehension ; yet it is
only another way of attempting to account for what seems
unaccountable in human affairs, and the Greeks attempted the
same by stories of the special malice or ill-will of the gods.
If the Greek inventions seem to us less fantastic, it is because
all modern European culture is under the influence of the
Greek mind. One cannot read the early Irish romances
without feeling that the Gaelic mind as represented by them
was as unlike our own as, for instance, that of Japan. Ireland
was not yet part of the Europe which has been modelled after
the ideas of Greece and Rome.

Nevertheless, the distance which divided Ireland from
their influences lessened rapidly after the Gaelic conquest.
If we assume that Maeve ruled in Cruachan, the capital of
Connaught, and Conachar in Emania about the time of
Christ’s life, it is clear that some knowledge at least of the
Roman world must have reached these rulers. Gaul was by
then subjugated and had adapted itself to Roman civilisation.
The Roman armies had reached Britain, and between Britain
and Ireland there was easy intercourse. Rome knew of
Ireland from Ceesar’s time, but, judging from a reference to
it in A.D. 40, little was known more than its situation. With
the opening up of Gaul and the permanent conquest of Britain
there must have been increased movement of commerce
northward and westwards. Tacitus, writing in 100 A.D., says
that the Irish harbours and the approaches to it were better
known “ through commerce and merchants *’ than those of
Britain.

Some generations after the flourishing of King Conachar
in Emania, there is tradition of a revolution in which the
older rent-paying peoples rose against their Gaelic rulers and
killed out all males of the nobility. But the wife of a king
escaped to Britain with her unborn son. Born in Britain,
he in course of time returned, restored the Gaelic ascendancy
and ruled as Tuathal Teachtmhar. Fourth in succession
from him was Conn of the Hundred Battles, whose date may
be given as about 150 4.p.

Conn’s great opponent in Ireland was Mogh Nuadat, and
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tradition relates that after many battles they decided on a
division of Ireland, following the Esker Riada or line of
gravelly hillocks (still called eskirs) which runs across the
central boggy plain from near Dublin to Maaree on the bight
bGof Galway Bay. From that time onward the northern half of
0/Ire1and, marked off by this natural way, along which ran the
Slighe Mor, chief road from east to west, was called Leath
uinn (Conn’s Half), and the southern Leath Mogha.
<rC To ratify the settlement, Oilill Olom, son of Mogh Nuadat,
married Conn’s daughter. By her he had sons, of whom the
Oelder was Eoghan, the younger Cormac Cas. The tradition is
hat Oilill Olom decreed that the sovereignty of Munster
should pass alternately from the descendants of Eoghan to
those of Cormac Cas.

According to Professor MacNeill, these stories are the work
of later invention. But we come to the verge of clear history
when we reach Cormac Mac Art, grandson of Conn the Hundred

J Fighter. With him really begins the High Kingship.

All these rulers who dominated Leath Cuinn, from Tuathal
Teachtmhar onwards, were kings of Connaught. Ulster had
lost the ascendancy which it appears to have possessed in the
days of the Red Branch, and Connaught was now growing in
power. Tuathal extended its frontier across the Shannon to
the Hill of Usnach, the central point of Ireland, about ten
miles west of Mullingar. This was an encroachment upon the

- kingdom of North Leinster. Other rulers extended it till
.~ Cormac Mac Art actually pushed conquest eastward so far
that he occupied Tara and expelled its king. The Fifth, which
had been North Leinster, ceased to exist ; but very soon the
new territories which Connaught bad acquired east of the
Shannon got the general name of Meath, a new kingdom with
Tara for its seat of government.

Southern Leinster continued to exist as a separate state ;
but Cormac imposed a heavy tribute on all Leinster, north
and south. This claim created a feud in Ireland which lasted
for many centuries. Leinster was always hostile to the
usurping power that now ruled in Tara and put special burdens
on the conquered Leinstermen.

All Irish tradition regards Cormac’s reign as marking an
epoch. ‘It was he that established law rule and direction
for each science,” say the Annals of the Four Masters, < and
for each covenant according to propriety, and it is his laws
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d all that adhered to them to the present time.”
gaz}xgo(z‘;r?rgsrmac was held to have fixed f;he fral?lework of
Irish government as it was known in ea'rly. hISﬁ.OI‘IC t1r.nes.‘ He
was the High King, and to him the provincial klngs.pmd tribute
and rendered service, while' he made to them in return a
payment, by acceptance of which th.ey. ack‘nowledged. h.1s
lordship. In the same way, each provincial king 1.1ad within
his province many petty kingdoms, each of Whl(.}h was a
tuath or territory. For every tuath there was a 4, hfaa,d in
war, chief judge, sole ruler, but bound to rule fa,ccord.mg to
custom. He rendered service to the provincial king and too.k
wages from -him, as was done in the higher degree; and it
would seem that the smaller kingdoms were older than the
provincial, as certainly the provincial kingdoms were before
the High Kingship.

There is no reasonable doubt that Cormac is a historic
figure, but surrounded by a whole cloud of legend. Christian
tradition insists that he turned to worship of the true God,
“ wherefore a devil attacked him at the instigation of the
Druids and gave him a painful death,” choking him with a
salmon bone. But this is only a small offset to the great mass
of pagan legend which centres about Cormac’s rule in Tara,
as legends of the Cuchulain cycle centred round Conachar
Mac Nessa’s rule in Emania. It was in Cormac’s day that the
Fianna flourished, whose commander was Finn Maec Cool ;
their chief heroes, Ossian, son of Finn, Oscar, son of Ossian,
Caoilte, Goll Mac Morna, and the rest, are celebrated in a
hundred romances which still retain their hold on the popular
mind wherever Irish is a living speech. The whole atmosphere
of these romances is charged with fable ; yet behind it lies
the historic fact that these were a fian, signifying, says Pro-
fessor MacNeill, “ a band of fighting men, not merely a band
of men called out upon occasion for military service, but a
permanent fighting force.” They were a military organisa-
tion of a new type, in the hands of kings who were giving a
new sense to the word kingship—of whom Cormac is the chief
figure. Probably it was by means of them that a strong
central power, the High Kingship, established itself ; and
probably too the conception was inspired by knowledge of
the Roman world. Rome was able to conquer Gaul and the
Germans because it brought ajtrained permanent soldiery
against loosely organised warriors ; and the lesson was certain
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to be learnt ; just as in the nineteenth century a Zulu chief,
Cetewayo, modelled a force on what he had learnt of European
drill and rose to extraordinary power.

The Fianna were fighters on foot, all specially trained, and
all trained together ; it was their duty not only to make war
against enemies in Ireland at the king’s will, but also to
defend the shores of Ireland against foreign enemies.

Standing armies have always been a danger to the power
which should control them, and especially so in early phases of
development. The Fianna became a rival power to the throne,
and in the day of Cormac’s son Carbery the issue was fought
out in a desperate battle at Gowra, now the Hill of Skreen, near
Tara, where Carbery fell, but the Fianna were destroyed.

The monarchy, now seated in Tara, was not shaken by this
struggle. But its kings, ruling Connaught as their own
traditional inheritance, and North Leinster by right of con-
quest, and imposing tribute on the surviving kingdom of
South Leinster, had still a rival power in Ulster. Half a
century after Cormac’s death, three princes of the Royal
house, the Collas, undertook conquest in the north. They "
captured Emania and destroyed it, about 330 A.p.; they won
a territory in the centre of Ulster comprising what is now the
counties of Armagh and Monaghan, with part of Tyrone and
Derry. This was termed henceforth the kingdom of Oriel,
that is Oirghialla, “ the eastern subjects,” so called because
the home of this monarchy still lay west in Connaught.
What is now the county of Donegal was left unconquered for
half a century, till the reign of a famous king, Niall of the
Nine Hostages. His three sons—FEoghan, Conall Gulban, and
Enda—conquered this territory and divided it ; the peninsula
between Lough Foyle and Lough Swilly was called Inishowen,
Inis Eoghain; the tract between the River Foyle and the
River Swilly was Tir-enda, Enda’s Land ; the rest of the
country was Tir Conaill. About the same time Niall’s
brother Brian annexed those parts of Cavan and Leitrim
which had belonged to the Fifth of Ulster. The name Ulaidh
(often latinised Ulidia) was now given only to the eastern
corner, including part of Louth, County Down, and most of
Antrim.* Except for it, the kings of Tara now controlled all

1 The names Ulster, Leinster, Munster are of Danish origin. Stadr,
meaning province or district, was affixed : Ulaidhstadr, Mumhanstadr,
Laigheanstadr.
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Leath Cuinn, and south of the dividing line they claimed
tribute from Leinster. But the rest of the country was under
r as strong as their own.

: POIZeMunster gthe dominant people were orig.ir?ally the
Erainn—that is, the people of Eriu, or, in its genitive form,
Eireann, Erin. These were a non-Gaelic people; and the
Gaels, approaching Ireland from the south, adopted for .the
whole island the name of the first large tribe they met with.
For a long time after the Gaels had conquered elsewherg,
the non-Gaelic kings of the Erainn continued to rule. Their
race was still dominant in the time of Maeve and Conachar
Mac Nessa. But at some time before St Patrick came
this dynasty had been replaced by Gaelic conquerors—prob-
ably a new invasion from Gaul. These conquerors fixed
their fortress at Cashel—which is the Latin word castellum
—and may have come from a Gaul already beginning to be
Roemanised.

Before the fourth century the kings of Cashel had got across
the Shannon, Connaught’s original and natural boundary ;
they had annexed what is now County Clare. Cashel was
in no real sense dependent on Tara ; but the predominance
of the High King over all Treland was increasingly admitted.

The power of these Irish rulers now began to make itself
felt outside the confines of their island. Rome was already
shaking under the attacks of many barbarous peoples, and
from 360 to 416 their outlying province, Britain, was being
devastated by the “ Scots and Picts.” Scoti was the name
then given to the people of Ireland ; and, according to Pro-
fessor MacNeill, it is the latinised form of a Gaelic word
meaning The Cutters, or Reavers (just as a great organisation
of the Chinese against the European was called the Boxers),
and this was used as if it were the name of g people. In 404
Niall of the Nine Hostages was killed in the English Channel
on board his own ship. His sucoessor, Dathi, ruled nearly
three years and then died in Gaul, struck by lightning when
on a raiding expedition—according to the chroniclers, ag far
inland as the Alps. It must be remembered that at this time
the Roman rule in Gaul was utterly broken down ; the Scoti
were only a small party in that pillage of civilisation by the
barbarians. Yet through the results of one of these raids

Roman influence was brought into Ireland and changed the
whole of its history.



CHAPTER III
SAINT PATRICK’S MISSION

St PATRICK’S mission to Ireland is in many ways the most
important event in Irish history. By a peaceful conquest it
brought Ireland within the circle of that European civilisation
which centred round the Roman state ; and it did so at the
very moment when the whole Roman power was being broken
to pieces. For fifty years the Irish had been one of the bar-
barous people raiding in upon the territories in which Rome
had established orderly and civilised institutions. After their
conversion to Christianity, the Irish “ ceased to be a preda-
tory nation,” says MacNeill. But they did more than merely
abstain from plundering their neighbours. They preserved
Christianity and learning in a time when both were almost
trampled out of existence in great parts of Europe. For
three centuries Ireland was among the most peaceful regions
in the western world. During that period the succession of
its kings, the history of its petty local wars, has very little
importance by comparison with its rapid development in
civilisation. It is necessary, however, to remember certain
events which concern the institution of the central monarchy.

Niall of the Nine Hostages, in whose reign Patrick was
carried off from Britain, founded a dynasty in which the High
Kingship was transmitted for six centuries. Dathi, who suc-
ceeded him, was his brother. After Dathi, Loegaire—that is,
in modern Irish, Laoghaire ; in English, Leary—came to the
throne. As High King he claimed to rule all Ireland through
subordinate kings or chieftains. Among them were his three
sons, Eoghan, Conall Gulban, and Enda, who had conquered
a principality in the north-west and had established their
stronghold at Ailech, the great circular fort of unmortared
stone which still stands on the hills behind Derry, overlooking
Lough Swilly, and which had been built by pre-Gaelic peoples.

17 2
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t was in Leary’s reign that Patrick carried out .h.lS xl/o'rk.
Leaiy was succeedZd as High King by his brother Ailill, King
of Connaught. But Lughaidh (Lewy), son of Leary ,'had Suc-
ceeded his father as King of Meath, and he conspired with
Murtough, King of Ailech. In 483 they dejfeated and slew
Ailill. Lughaidh became High King, but with thg compact
that he should be succeeded by Murtough. The kingdom of
Connaught, which from the time of Cormac Mac Art ha:d been
joined to the central monarchy, was now c‘ut off fr01'n it com-
pletely ; and until the year 1000, in the time of .Br,lan Boru,
the High Kingship was held by the Hy Neill (Niall’s ‘descen-
dants), Kings of Meath or Kings of Ailech. For a time the
monarchy did not pass regularly ; the strongest king of the
moment held it. But gradually a fixed usage grew, and from
A.D. 700 to 1000 the High Kingship was held alternately by
the northern and southern branch, with only one exception
to the regularity.

Within the three peaceful centuries which followed Ire-
land’s conversion to Christianity the claim of the Hy Neill to
sovereignty was never disputed in war, nor did either branch
aftempt to secure a monopoly of the right. Nor did the High
ém.gs seek to convert their supremacy into a really strong
central government.

No kingdom, great or small, which was governed by a
lineal branch of this ruling family paid tribute to the High
King, though it was bound to furnish him s contingent in
war. The other kings owed tribute to the king at Tara,
official seat of the High Kings ; they received also a payment
from him, as evidence that they were in his service. It is not
probable that this system, though laid down in elaborate
detail, was accurately carried out. But the ascendancy of the
Hy Neill was a reality.

The Leinstermen, however, fought hard and long to recover
their territory. The feud between them and the usurping
ruler of Tara was permanent. King Leary refused Christi-
anity because he said that he meant, when he died, to be
buried upright in the ramparts of Tara, with his face towards
the Leinstermen, “ by reason of the hardness with which he
hated them * ; and he was so buried. Fifteen battles between
the Hy Neill and Leinster are recorded within sixty-five years
up to 517, when the Leinstermen finally accepted defeat ; but
they kept their hatred. With this exception, there were from
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Patrick’s time to the Danish invasions no wars in Ireland
having a serious character with a continuous purpose. Among
the Irish, as among all the peoples of Europe outside the
Roman peace, and as in Europe during great part of the
feudal times, war on a small scale was regarded as natural and
usual ; rulers pursued it almost as a sport ; it had no purpose
other than booty, or the enlargement of some ruler’s personal
sway. There were plenty of such bickerings in Ireland, but
they did not disturb the growth of civilisation, nor greatly
affect the tenure of power.

In Ulster, however, the northern Hy Neill kept extending
their boundaries southward into what is now Tyrone, and was
then part of the kingdom known as Oriel. They spread east,
too, across County Derry towards the Bann, and over it;
here they came into collision with the Picts, who still owned
Dalaradia,one of the four sub-kingdoms into which the remain-
ing Ulaidh or Ulidia was broken. Dalaradia was the inland
tract between Lough Neagh and the Antrim mountains. The
seaboard region, which we now call the Glens of Antrim, was
the kingdom of Dal-Riada. This also was conquered by
chieftains of the northern Hy Neill, descendants of Conall
Gulban. Its limits were too small for them, so they crossed
the sea and founded one of the strongest colonies that the
world has known.

In the fifth century nearly all of Alba, which we now call
Scotland, was held by the Picts—who still kept their own
tongue. There was a British region, part of the Roman state,
in the south of the country, about the Clyde, perhaps extend-
ing east to the Firth of Forth. Irish settlers too had swarmed
across the channel and were probably thick along the west
of Argyllshire, where the distance from Ireland is less than
twenty miles. But there was no organised Gaelic state in
Alba till in A.D. 470 Fergus Mac Erc, King of Dalriada, crossed
over and established his kingship on the eastern shore. For
three hundred years his successors ruled on both sides of the
Irish Channel as Kings of Dalriada; then, in the break-up
caused by the Scandinavian invasions, they lost their hold
on the territory in Ireland. But long before this the new
conquest had become the main part of their possessions, and
they ruled from Alba—of which country they finally became
complete masters, defeating Picts and Britons, Angles and
Norsemen.
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The Alban kingdom spoke the Irish language and l?elonged
to the Irish civilisation. But it differed from t.he Irish state
in one way: Fergus and his successors ‘estabhshed a .smgle
monarchy. In Ireland the rulers of quite small territories
had the title and the pretensions of kings : the tuath was
generally equivalent to a modern ba.rony. .Probably th_1s
arose from the fact that the prebistoric Gaelic conquest in
Ireland was carried by separate small groups, each under its
own leaders. It is clear that from the time of Cormac Mac
Art onwards, the ablest rulers in Ireland knew the evils of
this system and tried to centralise power. They never
succeeded ; the tradition of local independence was too strong,
and for a long period the need for unity was not sharply felt.
But Fergus Mac Erc in the fifth century went across the
channel as a conqueror with the ideal of a central power clear
in his mind, and he and his successors carried it out. This
unity of command saved Scotland from many evils to which
Ireland was exposed.

The race which by the close of the fifth century had
spread out of Ireland into Scotland, and had also colonised
the Isle of Man, were known to themselves as the Gaels, but.
to the Latin-speaking world as the Scoti. Yet the original
significance of this name, given when they were Reavers,
breaking up the Roman peace in Gaul and Britain, was by
this time entirely forgotten. The change is mainly due to
the work of one man, the Roman Patrick ; and that work
would never hawe been done had he not been himself a
Reaver’s captive. It is best to tell the story of Saint Patrick
so far as may be in his own words ; since scholars are agreed
that the principal writings attributed to him are genuine.

The Confession, or account of his spiritual life, begins :

“1, Patrick, a sinner, the most rustic, and the least of
all the faithful, and in the estimation of very many deemed
contemptible, had for my father Calpurnius, a deacon, the son
of Potitus, a presbyter, who belonged to the village of Ban-
naventa Bernie ; for close thereto he had a small villa when
I was made a captive. At the time I was barely sixteen
years of age. I knew not the true God; and I was led to
Treland in captivity with many thousand persons according
to our deserts, for we turned away from God and kept not His
commandments, and"we were not obedient to the priests who
used to admonish us about our salvation.”
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Some say that Patrick’s home was at Dumbarton on the
Clyde, some that it was in South Wales : we cannot be certain.
As to the place where he was a captive, he himself does not
inform us. But all the Lives of him written in Ireland agree
that he was sold to Milchu, petty King of Dalaradia ; and that
he was a swineherd on the western slopes of Slemish, his
master’s dun being in the valley of the Braid, which runs
west from Slemish into Lough Neagh. Others think, however,
that he spent three years away in the far west, near Ballina.
He himself is only concerned to tell us the facts of his spiritual
history ; for the first convert that he made was himself.

“ After I came to Ireland, daily I herded flocks and often
during the day I prayed. Love of God and His fear increased
more and more, and my faith grew and my spirit was stirred
up so that in a single day I said as many as a hundred prayers,
and at night likewise, though I abode in the woods and in the
mountains. Before the dawn I used to be aroused to prayer
in snow and frost and rain, nor was there any tepidity in me,
such as I now feel, because then the spirit was fervent in me.

“And there truly one night I heard in my sleep a voice
saying : ‘Thou fastest well, thou art soon to go to thy
fatherland ! ° And again after a little time I heard the divine
voice saying to me: ‘Lo, thy ship is ready,” and it was not
near at hand but distant about two hundred miles. And I
had never been there nor had I knowledge of any person there.
And therefore after a little I betook myself to flight, and left
the man with whom I had been for six years, and I came in
the strength of God who prospered my way for good.”

When he found the promised ship, its heathen captain and
crew after some difficulty agreed to take him. Their voyage
lasted three days, and the cargo which they carried consisted
of dogs—presumably the famous Irish wolfhounds. Three
days’ sail from any part of Ireland to the Continent must have
meant a landing somewhere in France, and we come upon a
single statement which helps us to realise what Europe was
like in those days. Northern Gaul had been Romanised for
five hundred years. It had come to be practically on a level
with Italy in civilisation before the barbarians broke in. But
by this time—about 410 A.p.—such ruin had been made by
the Vandals and Suabians and others -before them that
Patrick tells us that he and his companions for twenty-eight
days journeyed through a desert and food failed them. “ And
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av the ship master said to me: ‘What sayest thou,
%iii&izn 2 ThypGOd is great and almighty, why then can you
not pray for us, for we are in danger of starvation ? Then
Patrick told them to turn their hearts earnestly to God,‘ to
whom nothing is impossible. Sl{ddenly a herd of swine
appeared in the road,” and they killed many of tbem, and
“the dogs also were sated, for many of them had fainted and
were left half-dead by the way.” This enabled the tx:avellers
to reach their destination, and two months later Patm_ck con-
trived to escape from his companions, who were holc.hng him
as their slave. After a certain time he got back to his family
in Britain, “ who earnestly besought me that after so many
tribulations which I had endured, I should never go away
from them.” This means clearly that he had already the
missionary impulse, against which they strove. But his
mission would not let him go; his sleep was haunted. I
saw in a vision of the night a man coming as if from Ireland
with very many letters. And he gave one of them to me, and
I read the beginning of the letter purporting to be the ¢ Voice
of the Irish,” and while I was reading at the beginning of the
letter I thought that at that moment I heard the voices of
them who dwelt beside the wood of Focluth, which is by the
western sea, and this they cried, as if with one mouth : ‘ We
beseech thee, holy youth, to come and walk ohce more amongst
us.” And I was greatly touched in-heart and could read no
more, and so I awoke. Thanks be to God, that after very
many years the Lord granted to them according to their
earnest cry.”

Fourteen of those years were passed by Patrick in training
himself. He went to Auxerre to study, and difficulties met
him. Irish had grown more familiar to him than his native
tongue. “ My speech and style are changed into the tongue
of the stranger,” he says; and he was always, up till old age,
painfully conscious that better educated men scoffed at his
“rusticity ” and rude Latin—which is indeed very clumsy
and ungrammatical. He seems to have known very little but
the Bible and the heart of man.

It must be understood that before Patrick’s day there were
Christians in Ireland, most of them probably in the south,
which lay nearer Christian Europe. A fellow-student of his
at Auxerre, called in Latin Iserninus, was a native of Leinster.
In 431 A.p. Pope Celestine decided to send a bishop to take
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charge of the scattered Christians in that country, and the
deacon Palladius was consecrated bishop and sent there. Of
his work very little is known; he died within the year.
Patrick, who was already preparing to join the mission, was
now consecrated bishop to take charge of it. Thus he came
to Ireland with the full authority of Rome.

It is said that he landed, where Palladius also had landed
and begun his work, at the mouth of the Wicklow River, then
much used as a haven ; but that he moved thence northwards,
touching at the little island of Inishpatrick, off Skerries, and
thence to Strangford Lough. Here Dicuil, owner of the land
where he disembarked, became a convert, and granted to
Patrick the site on which he established his first place of
worship in a wooden barn. Saul (that is Sabhall, the barn)
still keeps the name. He founded other churches here, and
there is a picturesque legend concerning his visit to his old
master at Slemish. But these are small matters compared
with the importance of a step which he took almost at once.
He pushed straight for Tara itself. The king’s Druids, it is
said, had foretold his coming, and wrought magic against
him, but he defeated their magic by miracles of his own. The
essential point is that Patrick won. Leary the king refused
to be converted, but he gave toleration to the new faith ; his
brother Conall was baptised and gave to Patrick his own dun
by the Meath Blackwater as a site for a church. Here was
built the Domnach Mor or Great Church, measured out by
Patrick himself. It was only sixty feet long. Others of
Leary’s kindred were baptised also ; and among the earliest
converts was Duffach, the chief poet of Ireland, who, according
to Irish usage, was a high officer of the High King’s court.

Patrick knew Ireland. He realised the esteem in which
their poets and historians were held by the Irish peaople, and
both he and the Church which he founded determined to get
the learned class on their side. The Druids were bound to be
his antagonists, and he did his best to efface the very memory
of Druidism from Ireland, forbidding as an accursed thing all
the working of magic and invocation of demons. But by
giving as much honour to the learned as they were accustomed
to receive, and by showing a new scope for their talents, he
contrived to win them. This was part of his wisdom. He
utilised whatever good thing he found existing, and made
Christianity adapt itself to all that was not repugnant to its
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principles. In Britain, and still more in Gaul, the Chur.c}:.x as
he had known it was organised about the Roman municipal
system. In Ireland the whole system was tribal, and he seems
to have realised from the first that his mission must be ad-
dressed to the tribe chiefs or petty kings and the greater
kings, to whom these in their turn looked up. _He knew. also
that each separate tribe was very jealous of its own 1nd.e-
pendence. Because he found a profusion of secular rulers in
Ireland, he had to make a profusion of spiritual rulers. He
is said to have ordained three hundred and fifty bishops.
Inconveniences resulted, but it is more than probable that the
work would not have advanced so quickly had not each tribal
grouping been given its own spiritual head. Interference
in apother tribe’s boundaries was strictly forbidden. A
bishop had charge only of those churches which he had
founded or of which he had been put in charge, and his
ministrations were naturally directed to his own people.

This may be called policy ; but Patrick’s conciliation of
the learned men and poets was wisdom. He neither despised
nor distrusted the culture that had come to them from heathen
sources. It is clear that he valued learning ; no man who did
not would have been so sensitive as he shows himself to the
reproach of ignorance. Unlearned as he was, few men have
done so much to forward learning. We read again and again
that at a stage in his missionary journeys ‘he wrote an
alphabet.” This was an elementary religious catechism, in
Latin ; it was left for an instruction in Christianity, in the
Latin language, and in reading or writing. Patrick made
reading and writing common in Ireland ; he made a knowledge
of Latin common, and Latin was then the necessary key to
whatever knowledge western Europe possessed.

Latin learning and written literature were at first the
province of the Church. But the poets preserved (MacNeill
says) ““ the druidical system of education and the privileges of
the druidical order.” They were a second, a non-Christian
but not anti-Christian, clergy.

Tradition indicates that this civilising influence of Patrick’s
work was appreciated. It is told that King Leary, who would
not be a Christian, called in the Christian missionary for help
and counsel in a great work. He decided to bring together in
& written code the laws of Ireland. A body of nine was
appointed, consisting of three kings—Leary himself, the King
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of Munster, and the King of Ulster; three ollave poets who
were also learned in the law, Duffach being one of these ; and
three bishops—Patrick, Benen, and Carnach. Carnach was a
Briton, one of the company who came with Patrick. But
Benen was a young Irishman, the first Irish disciple to whom
Patrick gave ordination and tonsured for the Church.

This code of laws, known as the Senchus Mor, is preserved,
and, though it has no doubt been altered in many respects,
there is little reason to doubt that a code was originally
framed by these nine men in 439.

If this be so, it means that Leary accepted the fact that
Ireland was becoming Christian, and was wise enough to see
that the laws must be brought into conformity with the new
creed ; and also that Patrick, in order to get the authority
of native law and custom on his side, agreed to admit certain
principles that differed from the general law of the Roman
Empire and from the interpretation of most Christian states.
This was especially true of the law which laid down that
killing should be atoned for by a fine, legally fixed—as was
the usage mn Ireland so long as the native law lasted. This
principle has been common to many countries It was followed
through all Scandinavia throughout the Middle Ages; and
although it has been described as barbarous, it is less so
than the excessive use of capital punishment characteristic
of English law, under which even in the nineteenth century
pocket-picking or sheep-stealing was punishable with death.

But undoubtedly Patrick took part in creating a Christian
state different in type from that in which he had been brought
up. He did not attempt to substitute another system for
that to which the Irish were accustomed. He endeavoured
to develop what was best in their own institutions, avoiding
all unnecessary conflict, and recognising that in all codes
there are * judgments of just nature.” He built, in short,
on the fundamental idea of justice, which is common to
humanity, and not solely on special applications of it. The
result was that the Christianity and the civilisation which
developed from the work of this Roman missionary were
absolutely and distinctly Irish.

That is one of the secrets of Patrick’s success. Another
is the prestige of Rome. - The Irish, though they lay outside
the Roman world, were in contact with it, and the first “ Irish
Brigade ”’ that ever existed served in Roman armies. We
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hear in the fourth century of the Scotti .Primi (First Irish
Guards), as also of regiments of the Atecottl', ‘WhO are thought
to be bodies drawn from the non-Gaelic military tml?es. In
Patrick’s life Leary’s predecessor Dathi met death in Gaul
while leading his forces in support of the Roman gene?al
Atius. Leary himself, who appears to have? been a very wise
king, knew that Roman power was receding ; the Roman
armies were withdrawn from Britain twenty years before
Patrick came to Tara. But he knew also that Ron:fe’s
government had exceeded in power and cultivation anything
else in the western world ; and he may have welcomed Roman
culture more readily because Roman arms had ceased to be
a menace.

In the midst of his work Patrick left Ireland to journey
to Rome that he might report to the recognised centre of
Christendom, whence he had his mission ; and he came back
bearing what were the greatest treasures for an ecclesiastic,
relics of great sanctity. It is thought that possibly as a result
of instructions from the Pope, he endeavoured to introduce
unity and discipline by the establishment of a central ecclesi-
astical authority. The High King had refused to be a con-
vert, and Tara was therefore out of the question ; he fixed
the primacy of Ireland at Armagh, which was the seat of that
Ulidian nobility so famous in Irish legend. Land was granted
to him by Daire, King of Oriel, then the largest of the king-
doms into which Ulster had been broken up. Thus by a
curious chance the metropolis of Irish Christianity was neither
in the territory of the Northern or the Southern Hy Neill ; but
it was in Leath Cuinn, the northern half of Ireland, over which
the dynasty ruling at Tara had real power.

Patrick’s work in Ireland lasted twenty-nine years, from
432 to 461, when he died, it is said, at Saul, where his first
church was founded, and was buried, it is said, at Armagh.
What is certain is that Patrick the Briton always thought of
himself as a Roman, expatriated, living and dying among
strangers for the service of Christ. This is plain from his
Oonfession, the account of his life’s work written in old age,
and addressed not to Ireland but to the Roman-British
community from which he had gone.out. It is plain too
from his Epistle to Coroticus, a British king, probably from
the Clyde, whose soldiers had made a raid on the Irish coast,
and, falling on an assembly of Patrick’s converts gathered for
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baptism, had killed many and captured others. He says
in it :—

“1, Patrick, the sinner unlearned, no doubt: I confess
that I have been established a bishop in Ireland. And so
I dwell in the midst of barbarous heathens, a stranger and
exile for the love of God. . . . With mine own hand have I
written and composed these words to be given and sent to
the soldiers of Coroticus—I do not say to my fellow-citizens
or to the fellow-citizens of the holy Romans, but to fellow-
citizens of demons because of their evil works. In hostile
guise they are dead while they live, allies of the Scots and
apostate Picts, as though wishing to gorge themselves with
the blood of innocent Christians whom I in countless numbers
begot to God and confirmed in Christ. On the day following
that on which the newly baptised in white array were anointed
with the chrism—it was still gleaming on their foreheads while
they were cruelly butchered and slaughtered—I sent a letter
with a holy presbyter, whom I taught from his infancy, with
some clerics, to request that they would allow us some of the
booty or of the baptised captives whom they had taken.
They jeered at him. Wherefore let every man that feareth
God know that aliens they are from me and from Christ my
God, for whom I am an Ambassador. . . . Did I come to
Ireland without God or according to the flesh ¢ Who com-
pelled me—I am bound by the spirit—not to see any one of
my kinsfolk ? Is it from me that I show godly compassion
towards that nation who once took me captive and harried
the men-servants and maid-servants of my father’s house 2 I
was free-born according to the flesh. I am born of a father
who was a decurion, but I sold my nobility, I blush not to
state it, nor am sorry for it, for the profit of others.”

These are the passages (taken from Archbishop Healy’s
translation) which best give the living man. Most of the
rest is a fierce denunciation, and the letter ends with an in-
junction that it shall be read ‘‘ in the presence of all the people,
yea, in the presence of Coroticus himself.”” In Ireland, as
everywhere else in the dark ages, priests and bishops
frequently made active representations for redress of injustice
to the ruling power. They were spokesmen for the people,
claiming to speak with authority. Patrick here speaks as
to one of his own people, and of his own faith. Many times
in the following centuries Irish successors, of his spoke on
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similar occasions to Irish kings, and this letter gives us a
picture of the time.

It shows us too that the work in Ireland was no way
complete. Much had to be done and under very different
conditions. Patrick attempted to bring Ireland within
Christendom, which to him meant the organised Christian
society of which the Roman Empire was the framework,
But in the years of Ireland’s conversion, Christendom was
falling to pieces; the Church which Patrick had founded was
cut off from Christendom and left to stand by itself. Patrick’s
mission while he lived was continually reinforced by sup-
porters from Britain and France ; the native Irish Christians
had to carry on their work without support from Christian
Europe ; and at last they had to bring back to Britain and to
continental Europe the religion and the learning which had
been brought to them by the Roman Patrick.



CHAPTER IV
THE IRELAND OF SAINTS AND SCHOLARS

TeE Church which Patrick founded remained the chief civilising
agency in Ireland. Historians distinguished in its early
period three Orders of Saints. The first Order comprises St
Patrick and his companions, most of whom were Gauls or
Britons, and many of whom were bishops. They were entirely
occupied with missionary work, and spent their time moving
about the country founding churches and organising an
ordinary secular clergy. The second Order had few bishops
but many priests, and they lived mostly as monks, not going
abroad in the world—though, as will be seen, their leading
men were powers in the State. These men were the great
founders of centres of learning. The third Order consisted
of men who concentrated their energy on the pursuit of per-
sonal holiness by fasting and scholarly meditation—anchorites,
living in conditions of incredible hardship. But it must be
remembered that during the period of the third Order the
colleges and monastic institutions which the second Order
had founded were still going on zealously and faithfully
with their work.

St Patrick himself appears to have founded what eventu-
ally came to be the chief of all these schools—that of Armagh ;
and his disciple, the young bishop Benen, or Benignus, was
its first head. Saint Brigid, born in 450 A.D., first and chief
of the women saints of Ireland, founded a convent at Kildare,
beside which grew up a monastery for monks ; and here was
also a great centre of religious culture. Yet for the spread of
Christian learning other schools had more importance—
especially those of St Enda in Aran, of St Finnian at Clonard,
of St Kieran at Clonmacnoise, and the group of schools
founded by St Columba.

Saint Enda, born about 450, was son of the King of Oriel.

29
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His elder sister had been converted by Patrick, and became a
nun ; and she advised Enda that he should seek religious
training in a British monastery. Returning consecrated for
his mission, he set an example which influenced all the devout
Irish, by deliberately pushing out into the least civilised region
he could find. From the King of Munster, whose wife was
Enda’s sister, he got a grant of the Aran Islands, off Galway
Bay, and here on Aranmore he established his settlement
and lived to a great age. Nearly all the Irish saints of the
second Order spent part of their novitiate here, living as a
community which provided by its own labours for its own
simple needs, and was directed in its prayers and studies by
Enda himself.

Aran was a centre rather of the religious life than of
learning. St Finnian was the founder of the first ecclesiastical
school that spread knowledge widely. He was a Leinster
noble by birth, and he was brought up under the care of
Fortchern, King Leary of Tara’s grandson, one of the earliest
princely converts. He was trained further in Wales, under
St David and St Gildas; then returning to Ireland founded
various churches before at last he fixed himself permanently
at Clonard on the Boyne. Here he lived the life of a hermit,
practising extraordinary austerities; and the fame of his
sanctity gathered disciples. These he instructed along with
the young, and leaders of other communities flocked to
him. Tt is said that as many as three thousand disciples
were together at his school. Here they lived like soldiers
in a permanent camp. Huts were easily put up, in the
fashion then used, of upright posts planted in a circle, with
wattled osiers or hazel rods laced in between and daubed
with clay, having a conical roofing of the same kind, either
thatched or covered with sods. The little church would be
more solidly built, but of wood ; timber was everywhere to
hand except in such wind-swept treeless places as Aran, where
the building was done with unmortared stone.

Thus the type of Christianity which developed itself in
Ireland, owing to the scattered way of life among the people,
and to something in the Irish character, was monastic, not
secular. Tts work, that is to say, was carried out, not by in-
dividual priests appointed as ministers to a marked-out section
of the countryside, ruled by a bishop having also his defined
territory, but rather by communities planted in some locality,
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from which priests went out to minister, and to which the
faithful came for their devotions. The head of these com-
munities was not a bishop but an abbot. He was called the
Coarb, or successor, of the founder. Only bishops could
give ordination, and there were always bishops within reach of
and often attached to the community. But the Coarb of a
great monastery was far more important than the bishop.
The heads of religious communities, not the heads of dioceses,
played the important part in influencing Irish civilisation.

This assembling of communities introduced a new way of
life into Ireland. It was not municipal, for there were no
families ; women were rigidly excluded. But it was something
more like a city than Ireland had yet known. The old Irish
way of life (which was probably that of all the Aryan people
in these early stages) can probably best be realised by observ-
ing some of the most primitive and Irish-speaking communities
that survive, in such places as the West Donegal and Con-
nemara coast. Here are not villages, not collections of
houses with streets, but roughly built cottages in large
numbers close together—each having some cultivated land
immediately about it. Sometimes there is a larger tract of
ploughland unfenced but divided into many holdings. Beyond
the area on which houses are built is a wide tract of common
land, on which each family has certain rights of pasture.
The people of such districts to-day know one another as men
of the Rosses, men of Iveragh, or the like. In older times
they would have known each other as part of a common
clan or sept. The land was one aspect of the bond among
them, but there was also the tie of blood and of traditional
agsociation. Up to the present day a family acquiring land
in any Irish-speaking district will be regarded as strangers
after fifty years:; not as ordinary natives of the district,
which is also the community. Everybodyin such a community
lives much the same life. There are richer and poorer, but
each household suffices to itself. There will be a few skilled
tradesmen, a smith certainly, perhaps a carpenter, and such
craftsmen were part of the life of pre-Christian Ireland as
described to us. But in the Irish-speaking district of to-day
there is, as there was in early Ireland, very little organised
division of labour such as town life produces.

This new principle of dividing labour, and so specialising
it, began to come into Ireland when tracts of land were granted



32 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

t0 these new communities. It was no new thing to make such
grants for the endowment of learning. Thfe Druids must have
been so provided for; and in Christian times the poets and
learned men who inherited the position of the Druids held such
grants, though their living was supplemented by other pay-
ments. They, however, occupied the land they 1.161(1 like
anyone else ; it belonged to them, or ratl}er to 'the:lr family
group. The new communities occupied it in a different way.
The land, and the fisheries generally attached to their estab-
lishments, were worked in common to provide for all. Tt was
occupation bya community,not by families. Certain members
of the community could be set apart to other work—and one
of the most important was producing the books which are the
learner’s outfit. Writing became a skilled industry, which
developed into an art. Other things had to be made too,
bells, sacred vessels, cases for choice books; the heathen
Irish had attained to great skill in wrought-metal work. This
craft also was an art, and Fortchern, Finnian’s early teacher,
though son of a king’s son, is said to have been a craftsman,
and to have made chalices and patens for the new churches
founded by St Patrick. Anyone coming to a community,
such as that of Clonard, with skill in metal work would
probably be set to work at his special craft, while others did
his share of the field labour. Such men would be welcome
in & community ; they might probably pass all their lives as
monks. Also, if they came into this new association, it
involved moving out of their own tuath or tribal district ;
for these communities drew their members from all over
Ireland. In that sense the collegiate towns were more like
cities than anything Ireland had yet known, for cities are less
tribal than agricultural communities.

Famous among these centres was Clonmacnoise, ten miles
below Athlone, on the bank of the Shannon. St Kieran
founded it in 544. He had studied at Clonard, and in Aran,
and he was extraordinarily beloved. He came to Clon-
macnoise, & tract of firm grass land, with the river in front
and vast expanses of red bog behind cutting it off from all
other places ; and he lived only four months after founding his
institution. But it became the parent of a hundred churches,
and the burying-ground of kings who enriched it with gifts
and lands, because St Kieran’s sanctity was held to give a
special chance of salvation to those who shared his place of
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resurrection ; and it trained scholars who went out all over
Europe.

The most characteristic and important Irish personality
in these early centuries was St Columba, or Columcille—that
is, Church-dove. Of him we know a great deal. He was
born about 529, at Gartan, a wild and beautiful district of
Donegal ; and he was, like so many of these early saints, of
royal blood. His great-grandfather was Conall Gulban, who
conquered the kingdom called after him, Tyrconnell. Col-
umba’s grandmother was daughter to the King of Dalriada,
who ruled both in Scotland and Antrim ; and thus, by two
strains, he had in him the blood of Niall of the Nine Hostages.
His mother was of the royal house of Leinster ; and the High
King of Ireland was his uncle. Columba might himself have
become king of the Northern Hy Neill and even High King.
Both in Ireland and Gaelic Scotland his near relatives were
in supreme power.

He was brought up at Kilmacrenan on the River Lennan,
in the care of an old priest ; but when he came of age to go
further afield, he went to the monastery of Movilla on Strang-
ford Lough, over which was St Finnian (not to be confused
with the Finnian of Clonard). Thence, it is said, he went to
Leinster and joined a bardic school. All tradition represents
Columba as himself a poet and the special protector of poets.
Thence he went to Clonard and other monasteries, perfecting
himself ; till in 545 he founded his first church, that of Derry.
The site was given to him by his cousin, king of the Northern
Hy Neill, whose stronghold at Ailech was only a few miles
distant. In the next fifteen years Columba founded monas-
teries in several places throughout the northern half of Ireland,
of which Kells, near Navan, and Durrow in King’s County are
the most famous. But his great power had made itself felt
in other ways. He had quarrelled with Dermod the High
King, who was of the Southern Hy Neill, and Columba
persuaded his nearest kindred, the Northern Hy Neill, to
make war. The hosts met at Cooldrevny, between Benbulben
and the sea, and the High King was defeated.

Two reasons are given for this quarrel, both of which
illustrate Irish life of that time. The first is that the High
King was holding the Feast of Tara, a great ceremony which
took place on special occasions—once at least in each king’s
reign. It was attended in the High King’s honour3by the
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provincial kings and the ollaves or chief men of the learned
professions, history, law, poetry, and medicine, and also the
ollaves of the skilled crafts. There were sports of all kinds,
and there were also meetings for discussion ; and to preserve
the peace of the Feast, violence was forbidden under pain of
death. But one noble at this Feast, which was the last ever
held in Tara, quarrelled with another and killed him by the
blow of a hurley club. The slayer fled to Columcille, who
took him under his protection, but King Dermod refused to
recognise the protection, and put the offender to death.
That, according to one account, is why Columba mustered
the Hy Neill clans of the north.

The other reason given is that Columba went on a visit
to St Finnian of Movilla, with whom he had first studied ;
and he saw in Finnian’s possession a copy of the Psalter,
borrowed it, and secretly (being a zealous and skilful scribe)
copied it in the night. Finnian found out, and insisted that
he should have the copy; Columba refused, and the matter
was referred to the High King, who gave his decree: ‘ With
every bo (cow) her boneen (little cow, calf), with every leabhar
(book) its leabhareen.” Columba thought the decision unjust,
and made a war about it.

If neither saint comes well out of this account, the story
is not the less life-like. There was much human nature about
the saints, and Columba knew and admitted his frailties. But
the story first of all helps us to understand how rare and
coveted a book was in those days. This particular book was
recovered after the Battle of Cooldrevny by Columba, and
became the chief relic of Columcille in the territory of
Kinel Connell ; it was kept in a case of silver overlaid with
gold, and before the army of Kinel Connell (that is, the people
of Tyrconnell) went into battle it was carried three times
round the host to bring victory ; so that it came to be called
the Cathach or Battler. Secondly, it shows how an Irish
king united in himself many duties now performed by ministers.
He was leader in battle ; he was also judge. But in giving
his award he consulted with his brehons, who told him from
their knowledge of the law what should govern his decision.
It was a settled principle that a calf belonged to the owner of

.the cow; Dermod applied this principle in a new way—
laying down a law of copyright.

Thirdly and chiefly, the story illustrates the power of the
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great churchmen. But it has a sequel which proves that
this power might easily be resented. After the Battle of
Cooldrevny, some say by decree of a synod, some say by
another saint whom he counselled, Columba was bidden to
leave Ireland, in which he had caused so much bloodshed.
In 563 he set out from Derry for Western Scotland, the
country in which his other kinsfolk ruled. The King of
Dalriada granted to him the little island of Iona, lying off
coasts which were still occupied by the heathen Picts, to whom
Columcille became a missionary—the first missionary sent
out from Christian Ireland.

The monastery which he founded there had in the century
after his death to carry out a larger task than conversion of
the Picts. When Britain was overrun by the heathen Saxon,
the Britons were unwilling or powerless to spread Christianity
among these fierce peoples ; and Saint Augustine’s work had
not extended itself beyond the south-east corner. An appeal
was sent to Iona, and the monk Aidan, despatched as an
apostle, founded the monastery of Lindisfarne in Northumbria.
The greatest of modern English divines, Bishop Lightfoot,
has summed up the result : ‘“ Augustine was the apostle of
Kent, but Aidan was the apostle of England.”

In leaving the Irish shores, Columba did not cease to be
part of the Irish community. His monastery was recruited
mainly from Ireland ; indeed, as in many cases, succession
to the abbot’s seat was almost hereditary in the kindred of
the first founder. More than this, Columba himself returned
on at least one occasion and took a leading part in Irish public
affairs.

In 574 Conall, the King of Dalriada, who had granted Iona
to Columba, was succeeded by Aidan, to whom at his inaugura-
tion, Columba, although only a priest, was called on to give
the solemn benediction. An assembly of Ireland was called
at Drumkett, near Limavady on the Roe, and to this Columba
came with Aidan. There were two matters for discussion.,
First was the position of Dalriada in Antrim, which, as part
of Ireland, was subject to the sovereignty of the High King,
and as part of the new realm came under an authority over
which the High King had no control. It was decided that
Dalriada should be bound to serve the High King with its
land forces, but that its ships should be under the command
of the king who reigned in Alba. A second question was that



36 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

of the poet-class, who had grown enormously numerous and
were exorbitant in their demands. An ollave poet went
about with a retinue of thirty, the next grade with fifteen, and
so on. They enforced their demands by the threat of com-
posing and repeating wherever they went a satire on the
refuser of what they claimed. The High King proposed to
banish the poets altogether. “ Columcille said to the king
that it was right to set aside many of the poets, as they were
50 numerous. But he advised him to maintain a poet as his
own chief ollave, after the example of the kings who went
before him, and that each provincial king should have an
ollave, and, moreover, that each lord of a cantred or district
in Ireland should have an ollave.” The High King agreed,
“and each of these ollaves had land from his own lord. It
was also ordained that a common estate should be set apart
for the ollaves where they could give public instruction after
the manner of a university such as Rathkenny and Masruidhe
Moy Slecht in Brefny, where they gave free instruction in the
sciences to the men of Ireland, as many as desired to become
learned in seanchus (that is, history and poetry) and in the
other sciences that were in vogue in Ireland at this time.
Each poet, in addition to free land, was to get certain rewards
for his poems and compositions.”” The appointment of
ollaves to each territory was carried out by Dallan Forgaill,
then high ollave of Ireland. Columecille got the credit of the
whole arrangement, and his name was accordingly revered by
the poets.

That is how Keating in the seventeenth century recounted
the episode from a study of the old manuscripts, including
many which have been lost since his day. It shows that the
most typical of Irish ecclesiastics was full of the desire to
maintain the traditional secular literature of his country ;
also that there was a public opinion which could check the
growth of an ancient institution when it became excessive ;
and that a regular organisation of learning could be dictated
by a central authority to the whole country. In other words,
lay learning was regarded and was regulated as a national
institution ; but the regulation and the provision of it were
carried out through the local governments—each government
being a single ruler, who had professional advisers, but must
make the decisions himself.

Owing to this encouragement of learning a great deal of
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writing in the native tongue was going on, and Columba him-
self was among the Irish poets. Poems attributed to him
have come down to us, but philologists consider that they are
in an Irish of later date ; for the Irish language, while remain-
ing the same, has changed as, for instance, Greek has changed,
so that the old Irish or Greek is unintelligible to a speaker of
the modern tongue without special study. But both laymen
and clerics were writing in Irish on such subjects as were
already traditional in Irish literature, and also on new sub-
jects. Religious biography began. A Life of St Patrick was
written in Irish in Columba’s time. We have not got this,
but we have the Life of Columba written in Latin by a suc-
cessor of his at Iona. Some account must be given of the
writer and the book, for both illustrate history.

Saint Adamnan (in modern Irish pronounced Eunan) was,
like Columba, of noble northern blood, descended by both
father and mother from the sons of Niall. But there existed
in Ireland already the institution of ““ poor scholars,” which
lasted up till the latter part of the nineteenth century. Boys
set out from their homes to some centre of instruction, and
for the sake of charity were lodged and fed in some neighbour-
ing household—rendering such service as they could in return.
It seems that noble boys sometimes, as a discipline of humility,
adopted this usage, and the young Adamnan went to Clonard
in Meath as a poor scholar. Finachta the Festive, afterwards
High King, was riding towards Clonard with his retinue when
a boy with a jar of milk on his back, trying to get out of
their way, stumbled, broke the jar, and lamented. * Three
noble students live in one house near the college,” he told
Finachta, ¢ with three of us attendants, who have to collect
provisions by turns for the six; and it was my turn to-
day.” The prince was kind to the boy, and so began a
friendship between the future High King and the future
Abbot of Iona.

Later in life Adamnan made friends with Aldfrid, a prince
of the Northumbrian Saxons, who was a fugitive in Ireland.
Treland in the seventh century was still one of the least dis-
turbed countries in Europe ; butits peace began to be troubled
by inroads from the new conquerors of Britain. Raiding
parties from England plundered Meath and carried off captives.
But when the ruling King of Northumbria was killed in battle,
Aldfrid succeeded him; Adamnan, then Abbot of Iona, was
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asked by his friend Finachta, the King of Ireland, to go on a
mission to his friend the King of Northumbria. He succeeded,
and brought back the captives; and this illustrates once
more the secular power of a great ecclesiastic. But, accord-
ing to tradition, Adamnan, like Columba, was not always
tractable to the High King. Finachta had, as it would seem
very wisely, given up the old claim, always so bitterly resented,
of a special tribute from the Leinstermen. Adamnan, zealous
for the traditional claims of the Hy Neill, denounced Finachta
and quarrelled with him.

Adamnan had much call to move between both countries
at this time, for there was a great controversy in the Irish
Church. Their priesthood had adopted a form of tonsure like
that of old Druids, shaving the head from ear to ear and not,
like the rest of Christian Europe, in a ring on top of the head ;
also it kept Easter at a different date from other Churches.
These divergencies had grown up in the dark ages when con-
tinental Europe was so ravaged by the barbarian inroads that
Ireland was cut off from the rest of Christendom. Now Rome
was resuming contact with Britain and with Ireland, and
Adamnan was of those who was anxious to bring about uni-
formity. Yet his monks in Iona were the last stalwarts
maintaining the old distinctive Gaelic usages; and perhaps
for this reason Adamnan spent the last years of his life in
Ireland itself. In 697 he achieved a great reform. Both
women and clergy were still liable to be called out on ex-
peditions of war. The Irish legend tells how Adamnan’s
mother, travelling with her son, saw a fight, and a woman on
one side having a hook on a pole and the hook fixed in the
breast of a woman on the opposite battalion ; and Adamnan’s
mother sat down and swore she would never move till her
son had promised that he would “ free the women of Ireland
from hostings and slanghter.” At all events, by Adamnan’s
influence a convention was held at Tara which passed
“ Adamnan’s law” exempting women from all military
service, and from being slain in war. The question of the
clergy was not settled for another century ; and we hear more
than once of one monastery going out to make war upon
another. Yet throughout the first three centuries of Irish
Christianity religious persons and centres of religious life
practically enjoyed sanctuary and were unmolested ; and, as
is proved by the history both of St Columba and of Adamnan,
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great men among the clergy played their full part in the life
of the State.

Adamnan wrote the Life of Columba, partly from records
in books, partly from the talk of old monks who had known
the founder, and partly from tradition. It is very largely a
record of miracles, which shows us what a highly educated
. man of that day believed as matter of course. But when all
the miraculous element is set aside, there remains a vivid
picture of Columba’s personality and of the way of life which
Adamnan himself followed ; he lets us see rather than de-
scribes. He tells us of the saint, always cheerful of coun-
tenance, never a moment idle, always discoursing, reading, or
writing, as a rule in a shed which was built for his study and
made of planks, not, like the rest, of wattles and daub. There
is a characteristic story of a thief who used to row across to
an islet frequented by seals which the monks regarded as
their property and, like the poacher, used for food.  Why
do you steal?”’ asked the saint. “When you are in want, come
to us.” And he ordered a sheep to be killed and given, that
the unlucky man might not go home empty-handed. There
is a story too of a storm at sea, when the saint set to work
actively with the rest baling ; but the sailors at last told him
that he would be more use to them by praying, so he prayed,
and the storm went down. Many of the stories tell of
strangers coming from far off, sometimes by sea, sometimes
hailing the island from the shore across the narrow water.
It was a solitude, yet a place of much resort, in Columba’s
day and after. In Iona Adamnan took down hastily on
waxed tablets, and then copied out fairly on parchment, the
experiences of Asculf, a Gaulish bishop, who had lived for nine
months in the Holy Land. So was knowledge preserved for
the community, and we still have this description of Jerusalem
written in the seventh century.

Adamnan’s Life of St Columba is preserved in a copy
made in the Columban monastery of Durrow and possibly
from Adamnan’s own dictation. The book was found in
the monastery of Reichenau, on the Lake of Constance, where
some Irish monk must have carried it as a treasure when the
Danes began to pillage. It is a good example of the special
skill for which Ireland in those ages became famous.

The Irish beyond doubt took greedily to religion and to
civilisation ; but their achievement in both was peculiar.
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Their religion marked itself by its extreme asc.eticism a,nd_ by
its strong missionary impulse ; their civilisation was ma;ml'y
one of letters. It concerned itself greatly with tk-le multi-
plication of books—an immense service to hum:fmmty when
there was no printing press; and as a means to it the craift
of writing was perfected. Decorative instinct was strong in
the Irish ; it showed itself powerfully in their wrought-metal
work ; but it found its supreme expression in adorning written
books. It is supposed that early missionaries brought to
Ireland books written and decorated under the influence of
Eastern Greeks, and that from this source the Irish acquired
the tradition of interlaced scrolls. But in Irish hands this
work became a new thing ; the ingenuity and beauty of the
interlacing in such patterns as decorate the Book of Kells is
only less amazing than the skill of execution. These books
were and are veritable treasures of art, unequalled in their
kind.

Yet of even more importance to civilisation was the Irish
manner of writing. Print is scarcely more regular or legible.
What was written in the France before Charlemagne’s time
is now, and always must have been, very hard to decipher.
Charlemagne, a great educator, insisted that men must learn
to write legibly, and bis chief counsellor, Alcuin, got part of
his education at Clonmacnoise; and the training which he
and all Northumbrian monks received was derived from the
Irish centre established by Aidan at Lindisfarne. Irish
monks came over to many places on the Continent, through
Charlemagne’s empire, partly as missionaries, but not less ag
educators and copyists, probably the best of their age.

In Ireland, as elsewhere throughout Europe, at this time
civilisation was chiefly carried forward by ecclesiastics.
Students from Great Britain came in such numbers that a
division of the city of Armagh was called Trian Sachsan, the
Saxon Third (or as we should say, quarter): and these
schools were kept by churchmen. For the principal nobles,
in Ireland as elsewhere throughout Europe, war and govern-
ment were regarded as the main occupations of life. Yet on
the whole military organisation was less developed than
before the advent of Christianity ; while law seems to have
heen developed to a remarkable degree. No one can judge
from reading a code of laws as to how life is really affected by
them, even in the most modern community ; but it is clear
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that Irish life was minutely regulated by laws which were
preserved in writing and regularly interpreted. The rights
of property, both for man and woman, were clearly defined ;
we find also cases laid down when the public interest must
prevail over that of the individual—for instance, when water
had to be led through a man’s land to work a mill or when a
road had to be made; and methods of compensation were
laid down. The best proof that the Brehon law gave fair
justice is that when it came in competition with the English
law, Irishmen always preferred to abide by it, and the English
gsettlers generally fell in with the same custom.

As compared with Europe of the early feudal period, there
is no doubt that life in Ireland was more regulated by law and
less by violence and threats of violence.

In point of luxury and elegance nobody can suppose that
a people who ornamented their books as we see in the Book
of Durrow or the Book of Kells, did not adorn themselves and
their houses. We krniow that they understood dyeing, and that
the richer classes wore elaborate dress of many colours ; and
that they had many gold ornaments and jewels. Merchants
brought silks and satins, as they also brought wine, from
southern Europe, taking back hides, furs, wool, butter and
other provisions. Irish houses, whether of wood or wattle,
were whitened outside with lime and inside were painted with
designs and adorned with coloured woods ; red yew set with
copper is spoken of. But in point of architecture they were
very far behind other parts of Europe. They built no stone
houses except the rough erections of dry stone ; nor did they
build stone bridges, or make solid and permanent roads.
They had never as a people been in sufficiently close contact
with the material civilisation of Rome.

On the whole, in their centuries of freedom from any grave’
disturbance, their civilisation as individuals progressed
greatly ; but their political organisation did not develop.
The condition of a state with a number of petty monarchs
is low in the grade of civilisation. Advance from it has been
made sometimes along the line of republicanism, as in Greece
and Rome ; but these republies were always based on a city
life. A city must be organised as a community, and an
organised community can resist and defeat a ruler. But
there was no city life in Ireland. Elsewhere, especially in
the Europe of the Middle Ages, progress came through the
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establishment of a strong central monarchy. Ireland had
gone a certain length in that direction ; but in these centuries
the centralisation was lessened. First came the alternation
of sovereignty between the Northern and Southern Hy Neill,
which meant that a king whose kingdom was in the north
might be ruler in Tara. The result was that no king really
ruled in Tara. A legend grew up that Tara was deserted
because of a curse put upon it by St Ruadan. There is no
mention of this in the Annals, and we may be certain that it
is an invention. What really happened was that after the
reign of Dermod, with whom Columcille quarrelled, his
territory, the kingdom of Meath, was divided between two
sons, Colman and Hugh Slane. Colman got the western
portion ; Hugh got Bregia—that is, the present Meath, with
parts of County Dublin and Louth. Of the two lines, Clan
Colman were the stronger and provided most of the High
Kings ; but Tara was in Bregia. Thus the Hy Neill dynasty
was broken up at its original seat of power ; and a High King
from Clan Colman was always likely to have his power
challenged in Tara itself. In the northern branch, a similar
division set in after Columba’s death. The descendants
of Eoghan and the descendants of Conall had arranged the
kingship between them on a friendly footing till 615, when a
King of Kinel Owen attacked the ruling king of Kinel Connell,
who was then High King, defeated him, and became High King
in his stead. From this time the feud and rivalry of the two
branches of the Northern Hy Neill were perpetual. Kinel
Connell, holding all Donegal—except Inishowen, a disputed
territory,—were always at enmity with Kinel Owen, holding
Tyrone and County Derry. Thus there was no real central
rule in the country. So long as Ireland was left to itself, no
great harm resulted. But with Europe in such a state as
then prevailed, no peaceful country could hope to be let alone ;
and Ireland did not escape the common fate, Ireland’s
Golden Age ended with the coming of the Danes.



CHAPTER V
THE COMING OF THE DANES

ONE page in the Annals of the Four Masters records two events
which mark the close of Ireland’s Golden Age and the begin-
ning of her adverse fortune. In 795 died Colgu the Wise, of
Clonmacnoise, who was called ‘‘ chief seribe and master of the
Scots of Ireland.” There is extant a letter to him from the
Northumbrian scholar Alcuin, adviser on educational matters
to Charlemagne. Alcuin had received at Clonmacnoise the
literary training which brought him to Charlemagne’s notice ;
for the great King of the Franks was busily labouring to
restore education and culture in his dominions. Alcuin
complains that for a considerable time he had received no
letter from Colgu; he says that he feels daily need of this
support ; meantime, he sends news of the state of European
politics. Discord between Charlemagne and Offa, King of
Mid Britain, had, he says, stopped commerce and communica-
tion between France and Britain. Evidently there was direct
communication with Ireland, since the letter is accompanied
by a gift of fifty gold pieces from Charlemagne, with as
much more, and a quantity of choice oil for use in ceremonies,
from Alcuin himself.

This letter indicates that in the eighth century Ireland
was fully in touch with the most advanced civilisation of the
West, and rather on the footing of supplying culture than
receiving it. Ireland was then, in short, a leading part of
Europe ; not a great Power, but a country fully abreast of
its age and in some respects leading it, as Switzerland is
to-day.

But on the same page of the Annals is recorded the begin-
ning of those raids which checked Ireland’s peaceful inter-
course with Europe and threw back grievously the pro-
gress of its civilisation. The entry is: ‘“ The burning of
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Reachrainn (Rathlin) by the foreigners ; and its shrines were
broken and plundered.” This was the first coming of the
Norsemen.

These fierce raiders from the Baltic were not in search of
plunder only ; they wanted revenge on Christianity. Charle-
magne, in his conquest of the Saxon peoples in North Germany,
had enforced conversion at the sword’s point. Thousands,
flying from what they regarded as a badge of slavery, settled
in Denmark and along the Scandinavian coast-line, only to
swarm out again in their ships. Lindisfarne, the famous
monastery on the Northumbrian coast, whence Aidan and his
Trish successors had spread Christianity through Northumbria,
was destroyed before the *“ Gentiles " came into the Irish Sea.
They reached Orkney and Shetland, settled there, and then
came down the west coast of Scotland to the Hebrides, which
also they made their own. The first raid on Rathlin was only
a warning to Ireland ; the ‘foreigners ”’ did not return for
twelve years, though they were busy along the Scotch shore,
pillaged Iona, and, still further south, attacked the Isle of
Man. With this chain of posts behind them, they appeared
in 807 on the west of Ireland ; spoiled Inishmurray, landed on
the mainland and attacked Roscommon. Five years later,
still on the west, they raided at several points from Killary
to Dingle Bay, and fought with varying fortune. In 819
they made their appearance on the east coast, about Benn
Edair, which they called Howth, and Loch Garmain, which
they called Wexford. Next year they were on the south, at
Cork. This is all that the annalists tell us ; and it is clear
that for the first twenty years there was no permanent settle-
ment ; also that there was no organised opposition. Resist-
ance was offered, but it was offered by sections of the country.
In Ireland, as everywhere else in Europe, the Scandinavian
pira%s, who soon became invaders seizing tracts of country,
found no nation united against them, no permanent military
force ready to counter their movements. Europe, only
emerging from the break-up of Rome, had nowhere a national
organisation ; and it had no navies. These were the first
people of northern Europe to become a sea-power. The sea
was for them a highway, for the rest of the world a barrier.
Across it theykept their homes, their property ; they descended
on what coast they pleased, offering nothing to strike at but
their own bodies, while they themselves had for a mark all
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that was vulnerable or of value on the land to which they came.
Having always the advantage of surprise, they ran their light
ships aground at the spot they chose, plundered what lay
near ; and often, seizing horses, turned themselves intc.
mounted men and pushed far inland on a foray. What they
did in Ireland they did in Britain, in France, even down to’
the coasts of Morocco, whence they carried away captives,
some of whom were seen in Ireland. They were the most
formidable Power of that time, because they had command
of two elements, sea as well as land.

There was no reason in the nature of things why Irishmen
should not have followed their example and met them by
sea as well as by land. But through all their history the
Irish have never been a seafaring people. Perhaps St
Patrick may have something to answer for, if indeed St
Patrick’s teaching stopped the practice of raiding overseas
which, in the fifty years before his coming, had been followed
so successfully by Irish kings. Plunder is one of the two
earliest inducements to seamanship. The other is trade, and
for this also the Irish have never shown much aptitude.
The Scandinavians always combined raiding and trading,
and it is probable that in their earliest visits to the Irish coast
they touched peacefully at many havens and exchanged or
sold their wares—plundering only when a special chance
presented itself. ”

This may account for the fact that no serious attempt was
at first made to cope with their ravages. These, however, for
a generation were merely scattered descents on outlying parts
of the coast-line, little felt by so loosely organised a community.
Yet Irish civilisation, though threatened, was not at this
time impaired by them. We know that in 808 the scribe
Ferdomnach was busy upon the great collection of waitings
which make up and are called the Book of Armagh, bit are
really a library rather than a book ; for besides the whole of
the New Testament, the volume includes St Patrick’s Con-
fesstion and his Epistle to Coroticus, as well as two early
biographies of the saint, and the Life of St Martin of Tours.
Ferdomnach was only one of the skilful and patient copyists
who enabled the Irish school at Armagh in those years to
supply books free of charge to the “ fleetfuls ” of foreign
students who came to attend surprisingly advanced teaching.
Fergil, Abbot of Aghaboe, went abroad and became known as
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Virgil the Geometer. He taught in Salzburg, as he hafi
taught in Ireland, that the earth was a sphere and that anti-
podes existed—doctrines which centuries later were con-
Cemned as heretical. Another Irishman of this period was
Dicuil the Geographer, who, having previously composed a
treatise on Problems of Grammar, wrote his Geography of
the World (De Mensura Orbis Terrarum).  This tract con-
tained descriptions of the Pyramids, with minutely accurate
measurements, supplied to Dicuil by ‘ certain clerics and
laymen ”’ who went from Ireland as pilgrims to Jerusalem
and sailed far up the Nile, entering the Red Sea by a canal
made in Roman days which was then still open. His geo-
graphy also described Iceland and the nightless summer days
in which a man “ could pick vermin off his shirt ’ at mid-
night. This description Dicuil had from * certain clerics,”
whom he had met. They were in Iceland for six months,
more than half a century before the Scandinavians ¢ dis-
covered ”’ and colonised the northern island.

Moreover, Hugh Ordnee, the High King who in the begin-
ning of the ninth century ruled for twenty-five years, was a
strong monarch, neither lethargic nor uncivilised. King of
the Northern Hy Neill, he undertook a hosting into Leinster
—presumably the customary tribute had been withheld. ““A
full muster of the men of Ireland, except the Leinstermen,
both laity and clergy, was made by him.” Then happened
a notable episode. The Coarb of Armagh, with the clergy of
Leath Cuinn (that is, northern Ireland) came to the High
King and demanded that clergy should be exempt from
military service. Hugh agreed to leave the question to the
decision of a learned clerk and .lawyer (called from this
decision, Fothadh of the Rule), who by his award gave exemp-
tion to all clerics. The same decision was not reached in
England till fifty years later ; and even after this we find
clerics in Ireland, as indeed everywhere else in Europe, not
only fighting, but leading armies. Yet Hugh’s action marks
the stage which Irish civilisation had reached at the opening
of the ninth century, and shows the restraint exercised over
the monarchy by peaceful learning. -

Internal wars at this period were few, and those under-
taken by this monarch were in the interests of order. Thus
in 808 when Conor, one of his predecessor’s sons, in alliance
with Connaughtmen, attacked the central parts of Meath,
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Hugh came to protect the men of Meath, and he drove Conor
and his forces to flight out of it *‘ as if they were goats and
sheep.” Inthenext year he plundered Ulidia—that is, Pictish
Ulster, but it was in revenge for “ profanation of the shrine
of Patrick.” It is notable too that throughout the ninth
century both branches of the Hy Neill showed a dispesition
to support the High King’s power, no matter by which branch
it was held. This may have arisen from a sense of danger
from the ‘‘ Gentiles,” whose raiding grew more frequent and
more serious. But there was an earlier and more direct
threat to the ruling dynasty. Felim, son of Criffan, King of
Cashel, was attaining more power in Ireland than any ruler
of Munster had ever possessed. In 825 a ‘royal meeting ”
took place at Birr between him and Conor of the Southern
Hy Neill, then High King. In 829 Felim pushed with his
forces into Meath itself and threatened Tara.

Meanwhile the Danes were busy, especially in the rich
territories of Leinster ; they sailed up the Waterford estuary
and plundered Taghmon, St Mullins, and Inistioge; up the
Blackwater and looted the great sanctuary of Lismore; up
the Bandon River and sacked Inishannon. Others, entering
Luimnech or Limerick, then only the name of the lower
Shannon, plundered on both shores, but were repulsed at
Shanid. Another party destroyed the stone church from
which Duleek (Daimhliag) gets its name; they plundered
Columba’s monastery at Swords, Kevin’s churches at Glenda-
lough. Having no towns to spoil, they destroyed, as the
Annals say, ‘‘ the greater part of the churches of Erin.” But
they made as yet no permanent settlement in Ireland.

This began about 830, when ‘there came a great royal
fleet into the north of Erinn with Turgeis, who assumed the
sovereignty of the foreigners of Erinn.” Under this Turgesius
(in Norse, Thorgils) Ireland suffered more and was more com-
pletely mastered by the invaders than at any time in the two
centuries of this long strife. He began with Armagh, the
centre of Irish Christianity, the great university town with
its crowds of students. It was plundered thrice in one month
in 830, ‘“ and it had never been plundered by strangers before.”
All south to the limit of Leath Cuinn was overrun from the
east coast.

Next year the High King, Niall Caille, 'son of Hugh
Ordnee, inflicted a defeat on the foreigners at Derry, in his
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own north. But southward the new king was powerless.
Felim, King of Cashel, plundered Clonmacnoise and its
sanctuary lands, as Turgesius had plundered Armagh, and
slew many of the monks; he did the same to the great
monastery of Durrow. A year later the lord of Hy Ma.ny in
Galway also sacked Clonmacnoise and drowned its prior in
the Shannon. Then Felim captured Kildare, where was at
this time the Coarb of Armagh with his retinue, fugitives from
their own place, driven out by war between two other
claimants for it—the King of Oriel backing one, the King of
Ailech the other. In one generation the heathen Norse had
destroyed the respect for peace and Christian civilisation, so
that the Irish rivalled them in violation of sanctuaries.

Felim of Cashel, like many of these southern kings, was a
scribe and bishop ; but this checked neither his violence nor
his ambition. During the thirteen years in which Turgesius
was ravaging northern Ireland, this ruler of the south used
the weakness of Leath Cuinn to push himself, and in 840 he
forced all Connaught to give him hostages, and then marched
into Meath and “rested at Tara.” It may be said that he
became High King. No other ruler of the Eoghanacht, or
Eugenian dynasty of Cashel, claiming descent from Eoghain,
son of Olliol Olom, ever pushed his power so far.

But all reality of power lay with the Norsemen. In 841
Turgesius established himself in Armagh, as if claiming a
religious authority ; and he set his Queen Ota up in Clon-
macnoise, where she gave audience from the high altar of
the principal church. There seems to have been a definite
attempt to restore paganism, and a certain number of the
Irish in parts of the country relapsed to heathen customs and
were known as the Gall-Gael.

The violent ascendancy of this adventurer came to an end
in 845, when Turgesius was captured by Maelseachlain, King
of Meath (it is said by a trick), and was drowned in Lough
Owel, near Mullingar. But the foreign settlement remained.
From 834 dates their occupation of Dublin, known to the
Irish only as a crossing-place of the Liffey, called Ath Cliath,
or the Hurdle Ford, from the bridge of piles and hurdles (at
the point where Bridgefoot Street now ends), across which a
main road, the Slighe Cualann, led from Tara into Wick-
low. There was no town here ; but two miles on the
south at Donnybrook was the Bruidheann, one of the
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great houses of entertainment that served for inns and
posting-stations.

All the shore about the Liffey’s estuary was flat, with
much slob; but at the point where the Dodder falls in, a
firm bank ran down beside the Dubh Linn, or Black Pool,
where the waters joined ; and here the Norsemen made their
landing-place. It seems too that they set up a mark, for the
place was known for centuries as the Steyne, or standing
stone. After their custom, they hauled their long, light, flat-
bottomed vessels up on land and built a stockade round them.
But when they determined on permanent settlement, more
was to be done ; so they built a regulgr fortress on the sea-
ward end of the long ridge which runs from Kilmainham along
the Liffey. This commanded the Hurdle Bridge and the
passage by the road Slighe Cualann ; and from here all the
rich lands of County Dublin and Meath were in reach of their
ravage. So was founded Dublin Castle.

But there was a further reason for the choice of Dublin as
a site. The invaders had now more than twenty years’
experience of Irish wars, and they must have realised that a
state of feud constantly prevailed between Leinster and the
kings who claimed to rule all Ireland. Dublin was at a joint
in the harness, at the junction of Meath and Leinster ; here
they could strike in either direction with some assurance that
Leinster would not help Meath, nor Meath Leinster.

They reckoned too, no doubt, on finding allies among the
Irish themselves. In 845, Felim of Cashel having died, and
the weak High King Niall Caille having met death by drown-
ing, Maelseachlain, the captor of Turgesius, succeeded to the
monarchy. His first recorded act was to make war against
“a great crowd of the sons of death of the Luaighni and
Gaileanga.” These two old non-Gaelic military tribes “ were
plundering at the-instigation of the foreigners.”

This was the beginning of a strong king’s reign; and
Maelseachlain, in his fifteen years of power, made the begin-
ning of a new spirit in Ireland. Successful attacks on the
‘“ Gentiles ** are recorded all over the country. Carroll, Lord
of Ossory, defeated the Dublin Norse; Maelseachlain slew
700 in Meath ; the Kings of Munster and Leinster in alliance
slew 1200 in Kildare ; the King of Munster attacked the
Norse settlement in Cork. In 848 the Lord of Bregia (that
is, eastern Meath) rebelled, and with the foreigners plundered
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it “from the Shannon to the sea ”; but in the next year
Maelseachlain captured and drowned him, as he had drowned
Turgesius.

There was division too among the foreigners. The first
comers had been Norse ; now came fleets of the Danes, whom
the Irish called the Dubh Gall or Black Foreigners, and these
made war upon the Finn Gall or Fair Foreigners, ““so that
Treland was distracted between them.” But in 853 the
situation was profoundly altered by the coming of Olaf the
White, *“ son of the King of Lochlann,” that is, Norway, who
assumed rule over all the foreigners in Ireland.

This was the beginning of the Scandinavian kingdom of
Dublin, which lasted until the coming of Henry II. It was
part of a power which extended northwards by a long chain
of posts, from the Isle of Man to the Hebrides, thence to
Orkney and Shetland, and so even to Iceland. At its height
it held England from Northumbria across to the Irish Sea ;
York, the capital of Northumbria, was ruled either by a
representative or by a kinsman of the King of Dublin. Dublin
was the chief seat of this great maritime power.

It must be borne in mind that Ireland, though it suffered
terribly from the Danes (as these foreigners are generally
called), lost less to them than other countries. In France they
besieged Paris and plundered far beyond it into the heart of
the country ; they made themselves permanently masters of
Normandy. In Britain they became absolute rulers of all
lying north of the Roman road from Chester to London, up
to what we now call Scotland. In Scotland, they succeeded
in wresting from the successors of Fergus Mac Erc their pos-
sessions in Argyllshire and the Isles. Yet Kenneth Mac
Alpine, King of the Scottish Dalriada, though he lost the
coast-line, spread his power inland, and became really the
first King of Scotland. The Irish Annals call him, in token of
his victory, “ King of the Picts.”

Under Olaf the White  rent”—that is, an organised
tribute to prevent plunder—was exacted from the Irish. The
High King was still able to enforce his authority, even over
Munster, for he entered it more than once and took hostages
for its submission and payment of dues. But one strong
prince, Carroll, Lord of Ossory, stood out, and leagued himself
with the heathen, plundering Leinster and even Meath. Yet
in 857 ““ a great meeting of the chieftains of Ireland ”” was col-
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lected by the King Maelseachlain, at Rathhugh in West Meath,
“ to establish peace and concord between the men of Ireland.”
The Abbots of Armagh and of Clonard assisted, and Carroll
agreed to pay whatever penalty these learned men awarded.
The King of Munster, on hearing of Carroll’s submission, also
sent in his allegiance to the High King. But the Danes stoned
him to death for breaking away from their control.

Thus there was now a beginning of organised national
resistance ; yet it did not develop. When Maelseachlain
sought to establish his power as High King over the north,
Hugh Finliath, king of the Northern Hy Neill, made a league
with the foreigners of Dublin against him and plundered
Meath. Then Maelseachlain died, and by the strange rule of
alternating succession, Hugh TFinliath became High King ;
and naturally new wars among the Irish began. Yet Hugh
Finliath was well able to deal with the foreigners in the north.
When they came with a fleet to Lough Foyle and landed he
gave battle, and after it saw a pile of twelve score heads
reckoned before him. In 866 he defeated them again, when
they invaded Ulster from the south, leagued with the King of
Bregia ; and from his day onward the foreigners held no
settlement north of Dublin and the surrounding district,
which was called Fingal.

It is clear that though Maelseachlain did not succeed in
giving unity to Ireland, the power of the Danes was greatly
curbed in his reign, and in that of his successor. *The Wars
of the Gael and the Gall,” an account written within a hundred
and fifty years of this time, tells us that for a period of forty
years, ending about 915, “ there was some rest to the men of
Erin from the ravages of the foreigners.” The main effort of
the Danes was at this time centred upon their conquests in
England, where King Alfred was now developing a strong
resistance. But they never left Ireland ; they remained as
trading and raiding communities dotted along the coast-line,
bringing to Ireland a new element—the life of towns.

Nowhere in Ireland did they replace the original population.
In Orkney, Shetland, and the Hebrides almost all the place-
names are Danish ; they are so in Ireland only on the coast.
Carlingford, Strangford, Waterford, Wexford, all replaced old
Irish names for these loughs or estuaries. Howth (Hoved)
became used instead of the Irish Benn Edair, for it was a
landing-place and a landmark. Arklow and Wicklow keep
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a memory of the beacon marks or lowes which Norse seamen
kept on the coast; their ports were the beginning of these
towns. Outside of Ulster nearly all the city life of Ireland
owes its beginning to the Danes. Dublin, Wexford, Water-
ford, Cork, and Limerick were all of them Danish towns before
they were Irish. This represents an element of great value.
In all probability the reason why the Danes were not driven
completely from Ireland at the end of the ninth century, or
at the end of the tenth, is that Ireland did not wish to drive
them out. The convenience of these trading stations, if their
power could be kept in bounds, must have outweighed any
injury from occasional raids.

Moreover, there was much inter-alliance between the Irish
nobles and the Norse leaders. Carroll of Ossory especially
leagued himself with them, and during a long part of this
peaceful period, after the death of Olaf, and of his successor
Ivar, it seems that Carroll was ruler of Dublin till he died in
885. His sons and daughters also intermarried with the Danes,
and their children were among the first settlers who in this
same period made Iceland part of Scandinavia.

This, however, does not indicate a relapse to paganism
among the Irish, but rather the spread of Christianity among
the foreigners.

Throughout all the ninth century, troubled though Ireland
was, and despite all the break-up of seats of learning, Irishmen
adhered with devotion to the studiouslife. The Annals record
again and again the death of some ‘‘ wise man,” or, as we
should say, philosopher, some celebrated physician, some dis-
tinguished craftsman, some famous poet, and scores of
ecclesiastics reputed for learning and sanctity. Towards its
close there is seen one of the most interesting and pathetic
figures in Irish records—Cormac MacCullenan, described as
“a king, a bishop and anchorite, a scribe, and profoundly
learned in the Scotic tongue.” He was a prince of the
Eoghanacht or Eugenian line which ruled in Cashel ; but his
early life was spent in religion and study at the monastery of
Disert Diarmada, now Castle Dermot, in Kildare. Here he
compiled a Glossary of the many words in old Irish poems
and metrical records which had even in his day grown obsolete
and unintelligible—a work still extant and of immense value
to students. Nowhere else in Europe had the idea of such a
glossary been conceived for any language other than Latin
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and Greek ; perhaps because nowhere else in Europe was
there preserved so old a literature. This king in his etymology
refers to Hebrew and Danish and Greek words, as well as to
Latin. To him was attributed also the Psalter of Cashel.
Probably Cormac revised and rewrote some older document.
It contained the Book of Rights, setting out in detail all the
dues, as between king and sub-king, noble and commoner.
The Psalter was extant in the seventeenth century, but is lost
now, though the Book of Rights has been preserved in another
manuscript.

Late in his life this learned scholar and lawyer was called
out of his retirement and chosen King of Munster. It would
seem that he was continuously under the influence of another
Eugenian prince-bishop, Flaherty, Abbot of Inis Cathaigh
(Scattery Island), a cleric of very different nature. Under
Flaherty’s inspiration Cormac undertook an ambitious policy,
raiding far into Leinster and Connaught. Butlater, when he
sought to assert supremacy over southern Ireland by demand-
ing hostages of Leinster, the King of Leinster proposed a truce
for half a year. Cormac was for accepting the truce, but
Flaherty urged him with taunts and, in spite of a wise and
holy man’s intercession, forced him into war. Flann, the High
King, had come to the aid of Leinster, and the Munster forces
knew that Cormac fought unwillingly and foreboded death
on this day at Ballaghmoon ; they had no stomach for the
battle, and fled, some of them crying, “ Leave it between the
clergy themselves, who could not be quiet without coming
to battle.” In the rout Cormac was slain. His head was
brought to Flann, as was the custom of these days, that the
victor on horseback might put it under his thigh ; but it
was not, thanks Flann gave them.” He took the head, kissed
it, and sent it with honour to be buried at Disert Diarmada,
in care of the wise monk who would have prevented the
battle. The date is 908.

The Battle of Ballaghmoon is important, because it broke
the power of the Eugenian kings of Cashel and kept the way
open for the rival Munster line of Cormac Cas to rise. From
them the deliverer was to come, yet not for more than half a
century. J

Early in the tenth century the foreigners returned in
strength to Waterford ; further reinforcements of them led
to new plundering in Munster and Leinster. When Niall
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Blackknee of the Northern Hy Neill became High King
resistance strengthened, but after prolonged fighting the
Norsemen at last won a decisive battle on the Kilkenny shore,
just below the junction of the Nore and Barrow, and hence-
forward they held Waterford unchallenged till the Normans
came.

But Niall pushed his attack against them in their other
stronghold at Dublin. They came out to meet him near
Kilmainham, where he fell with nearly all the princes of
Leath Cuinn. His successor, Donough, was no leader of men.
But in the north Murtough, son of Niall Blackknee, repulsed
several Danish expeditions into Ulster, and retaliated, even
raiding across the sea upon the Norse Settlements in the
Hebrides. Finally, in 939, he earned his name of Leather
Cloaks. In winter, when all other rulers had disbanded their
troops, he took a thousand picked men clothed in cloaks of
hide and “ made a circuit of Ireland, keeping his left hand to
the sea,” till he reached Dublin, whence he carried off a
hostage far the Danish king. Then he went to Leinster and
Munster, and from each carried away the king of the province
a prisoner ; and so he came back through Connaught to
Donegal, bringing to Ailech as hostages all the chief rulers of
Ireland except only the Hy Neill. Then he sent them all to
the High King Donough, ‘ because it was he that was at
Tara, and the sovereignty had come to him.”

Murtough clearly was seeking to magnify the High King’s
office, to which he hoped to succeed. But two years later
he fell in battle against the Danes, so that he never became
High King; and on Donough’s death the sovereignty went,
irregularly, to Conghalach of the Southern, not the Northern,
Hy Neill. Murtough’s action in handing over his hostages to
the High King had been a strong vindication of the old com-
pact for alternating sovereignty ; now Murtough was dead,
and the compact was disregarded. This is a first sign of the
break-up of the traditional Hy Neill rule. Later, in 948,
Rory O’Cannon, King of Ailech, who should naturally have
succeeded to the High Kingship, made war on Conghalach
entered Meath, ‘“ and the dues of the King of Ireland weré
sent him from every quarter.” But he was drawn into battle
with the Norse of Dublin, and though the foreigners were
defeated, Rory fell on the field, and Conghalach’s monarchy
was no longer challenged., ,
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At this period the Anglo-Saxon kings were making war
on the Danes successfully ; and in 937 Olaf Cuaran, then King
of Dublin, made a great effort to recover his hold, but was
routed at Brunanburgh, and fell back on Dublin. In 954 the
Danish rule in Northumbria ended, and as a natural result
the Danes turned their minds to completing the conquest of
Ireland.

It should be remembered that the peoples were no longer
distinet ; Conghalach, the High King, was married to Olaf
Cuaran’s daughter. Much later, Olaf remarried and became
the first husband of Gormlaith, daughter of the King of
Leinster, who was married successively to three kings, of
whom Brian Boru was the third.

Donal, who succeeded Conghalach as High King, ruled long
but with little authority. From Leinster north all Ireland
was distracted with petty wars ; the small States appear to
have had more freedom and licence than in earlier times, when
the High Kingship was more of a reality. By their dissen-
sions the Danish power profited. Yet a strong king was coming
to the front in Meath ; and in 978, the last year of Donal’s
reign, Maelseachlain More (Malachy the Great) broke the
power of the Dublin Danes in a great battle at Tara. He
became High King shortly after.

But ten years earlier, signal defeat had been inflicted on
the foreigners in the south. The interest now shifts to
Munster.



CHAPTER VI
BRIAN BORU

FroM 915 onwards the Danes were established in great
strength at Waterford. About 930 a new fleet fixed its head-
quarters on an island in the Shannon at the top of the tideway,
founding there the city of Limerick. This horde was dread-
fully active, and Munster suffered even worse than the rest
of Ireland. Aeccording to the “ Wars of the Gael and Gall,” -
they levied rent upon every king and chieftain, and in each
territory put a Danish overlord and ““a steward in every
village and a soldier in every house, so that none of the men
of Erinn had power to give even the milk of his cow, nor as
much as the clutch of eggs of one hen, in succour or in kindness
to an aged man or a friend, but must preserve them for the
foreign steward or bailiff or soldier. Although there was but
one cow in a house, it must be killed for the meal of one night,
if supply for the foreigner could not be got otherwise.”
Naturally land went out of cultivation, and in 963 there was
““an intolerable famine, so that the father used to kill his son
and daughter to get food.” -

Then, however, deliverers arose.

Cormac MacCullenan had lost the Battle of Ballaghmoon
and so weakened the Eugenian dynasty, which ruled over
Desmond (Deas-Mumhan, South Munster) ; and its right of
sovereignty was challenged by a rival dynasty, the Dal-
cassian line, They held the smaller and poorer province
.of Thomond (Tuath-Mumhan, North Munster), which was
only County Clare, with part of Limerick and Tipperary ;
but they were a hardy race. Kennedy, their king, was
constantly at war to make good his claim, and he fell in
battle against the King of Cashel. But the Danes were
giving all Munster something more urgent to fight about,

66
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and Kennedy’s son Mahon set up a fierce resistance to the
foreigners.

Mahon moved with all his men and cattle into the fastnesses
of Clare and ““ began to plunder and kill the foreigners.” So
began a war in which “it was woe for either party to meet
the other ”; and Mahon was strongly seconded by his younger
brother Brian. When at last each side was weary of this
guerilla war, Mahon and the Danes made a truce ; but Brian
and the young champions of the Dal Cais went back again
into the forests and wilds of North Munster, for all this part
of Munster was then forest land. The foreigners made their
stronghold at Bunratty, ten miles west of Limerick, on the
Shannon, and from this camp they harried all Clare, chasing
Brian and his men who lived “ in the wild huts of the desert,
on the hard knotty wet roots.” Brian killed off the Danes
“in twos and in threes, and in fives and in scores and in
hundreds ”; but in the constant skirmishing and battle his
own men were reduced to fifteen.

Then Mahon sent for Brian, and the meeting between
them is recorded in a poem :

¢ Alone art thou, Brian of Banba,
Thy warfare was not without valour—
Not numerous hast thou come to our house—
Where hast thou left thy followers 2’
‘I have left them with the foreigners
After being cut down, O Mahon :
In hardship they followed me over every plain,
Not like as thy people.’ ”’

So the dialogue continues, Brian relating his fights, and taunt-
ing his brother with cowardice unworthy of his race. Mahon
answered that he would not like to leave the Dal Cais dead
in following him, as Brian had left his men. Brian retorted
that it was hereditary for the Dal Cais to die, but it was not
natural or hereditary for them to submit to insult or con-
tempt, because their fathers and grandfathers submitted to
it from no one on earth. In the end Mahon agreed to leave
the decision to a meeting of the Dal Cais, and the assembly
voted for war rather than submission ; ¢ and this was the
voice of hundreds, as the voice of one man.”

So Mahon said that it was right for them to go to
Cashel, ““for it was the Ailech of Munster and the Tara of
Leath Mogha,” and to seek for support from the Eoghanacht.
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Munster then mustered round Mahon, and attacked the
outlying posts and settlements of the foreigners. Ivar, King
of the Danes of Limerick, called together the hosting of all
those parts which were under his rule, to exterminate the
Dalcais. Certain of the Munster rulers refused his order, and
were put to death. But Molloy, the King of Desmond, and
Donovan, King of Carbery (that is, East Limerick), willingly
joined the Danes; for in their view Mahon, in setting up
his standard at Cashel, had usurped the right of the elder
Eugenian line.

The upshot was a great battle fought in the open at
Sulcoit, or Sollohed, in the Golden Vale, near where Limerick
Junction now is ; and the fight lasted from sunrise to midday,
when the Danes “ fled to the ditches and the valleys and to
the solitudes of that great sweet flowery plain.” The Dal-
cais followed them hard, chased them till dark, and, marching
through the whole night, entered Limerick by surprise and
sacked the foreign stronghold, which was also a trader’s
magazine. Description of the booty shows what Danish
merchants kept by them: ‘ Their jewels and their best
property, their saddles, beautiful and foreign; their gold
and silver ; their beautifully woven cloth, satins and silks,
both scarlet and green, pleasing and variegated.” Of the
captives, all men fit for war were killed, the rest taken into
slavery.

This great victory was in 968. Mahon now asserted his
rule over all Munster and took hostages from all who had
opposed him. When the Danes of Limerick and of Water-
ford joined forces and pillaged Munster, he routed them and
burnt Limerick. But none the less they came back to their
ports—doubtless, at first, as traders.

Meanwhile Molloy of Desmond and Donovan, chief
princes of the Eoghanacht, were furious at the growth of Dal-
cassian power ; and they entered into a conspiracy through
which Mahon was decoyed to Donovan’s stronghold, and by
him handed over to Molloy, who caused him to be murdered
—eight years after the battle of Sulcoit. But Brian, who
now at the age of thirty became king,  was not a stone in
the place of an egg, and he was not a wisp in place of a club ;
but he was a hero in place of a hero, and he was valour aftex"
valour.” Having defeated and slain Donovan and Molloy
with their Danish allies, he found himself supreme in Munstex,'
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and the Danish menace in the south thoroughly broken. No
expulsion of the foreigners from their towns was attempted
by him ; they were left free tolive there and trade. Marriages
also still took place between them and the Gaels—Leinster
especially tending to league with the Danes of Dublin. This
was not unnatural, because this unfortunate province was
alternately oppressed by the Kings of Cashel and of Tara, for
both claimed authority over Leinster.

These two leading powers were now face to face. What
Mahon and Brian had done at Sulcoit in 968 was done by
Malachy the Great when, in 978, at Tara he defeated the
Danes and Leinstermen in a pitched battle, and followed
up his success by marching on Dublin, which he occupied,
liberated all the prisoners there, and proclaimed the general
liberation of the Gaels from all bondage to the foreigners.

Olaf Cuaran, King of Dublin, ““ went across the sea ”
(being probably deposed) and died a penitent at Iona, which
had been so often pillaged by his people. His wife, Gormlaith,
left him, and married Malachy. But her sons, Ironknee and
Sitric, became in succession Kings of Dublin.

There began now a long struggle for supremacy. Brian’s
first object was to obtain the sovereignty of all Leath Mogha,
and he marched into Ossory to take hostages. Malachy,
seizing the moment, pushed down along the Shannon, entered
Thomond, and for a supreme affront destroyed the tree in
Clare under which the Kings of Thomond used to be in-
augurated ; to which Brian retaliated by raiding Meath
while Malachy was busy punishing the Leinstermen, who had
now leagued themselves with the Danes of Waterford.

Within eight years of his accession Brian was supreme
in Leath Mogha. He now began to spread his. power in
Connaught, and, adopting Danish tactics, he put a-fleet of
boats on the Shannon, using the Danes of Waterford as his
allies. This foray had no complete success, and Malachy,
who had again chastised the Danes of Dublin, was able for
a second time to ravage Thomond and defeat the Dalcais.
Connaught was plundered in turn by both these strong kings.
Finally, however, after the strife between them had lasted
fifteen years, Malachy and Brian agreed to unite their forces
for a crushing blow at the Danes, whose activity constantly
renewed itself. They marched to Dublin and carried off
hostages and plunder; next year, in 998, their joint hosts
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met at Glenmama, near Dunlavin, on the west side of the
Wicklow Hills. Here the Danes, having as usual allies from
Leinster, came out to the encounter and were defeated with
much slaughter. Inthe rout Maelmurrough, King of Leinster,
brother to Brian’s queen Gormlaith, hid in a yew tree, where
he was found and pulled down ignominiously by Murrogh,
Brian’s eldest son, chief champion of the Dalcais. This was
later one of the causes of strife in Brian’s own household.
For before this Brian had married Gormlaith, of whom it was
said that she took three leaps no woman should take—a leap
at Dublin, when she married Olaf; a leap at Tara, when she
married Malachy ; and a leap at Cashel, when she married
Brian. The Icelandic saga says of her that she was the fairest
of all women and did well all things over which she had
no power, but did evilly all the things in which she had any
power. ‘

After the rout at Glenmama, Sitric, King of the Danes,
Gormlaith’s son by Olaf, fled north, seeking asylum from the
Northern Hy Neill. But Brian sent messengers after him,
and he returned and made submission, not to the High King,
but to Brian. His fortress was restored to him, and there
was given him in marriage Brian’s own daughter by his first
wife.

This makes it further plain that Brian’s policy contem-
plated retaining the Danish settlements as an element in Irish
life; and also that he meant to use this new element of
strength against Malachy. Next year this policy was seen in
action. Brian moved on Tara in full force, and the Danes
from Dublin were to meet him. But they marched too early,
and Malachy falling on them, routed them before they could
join Brian, who then fell back into Munster. After this
Malachy and Cathal, King of Connaught, made a causeway
across the Shannon at Athlone to enable each to reinforce
the other quickly. But Brian next year moved on Athlone
and called for submission. Connaught yielded. Malachy
asked for a month’s truce in which to find if the Northern
Hy Neill would support him ; saying, he would give Brian
battle or hostages according to their reply. Brian agreed,
and Malachy sent north his own ollave poet as ambassador.
But the chiefs of Cinel Owen answered with taunts:
“ When we had Tara, we held it for ourselves,” they said.
Then as price of support they demanded that half of Meath
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should be annexed to the kingdom of Ailech. Malachy heard
the answer with resentment, and going straight to Brian with
a small escort made submission in person.

So after six centuries was broken the long succession of
rule by the Hy Neill dynasty. Brian marched north to
Armagh, where he confirmed certain privileges to the see of
St Patrick in its primacy over Ireland ; and an entry was made
recording this in the Book of Armagh, in a blank space in the
parchment, where the words can still be seen written by Brian’s
secretary, ““In conspectu Briani Imperatoris Scotorum.”
The new High King claimed for himself in Ireland imperial
power. He was consciously seeking to establish a unity of
rule, as greater sovereigns were attempting on a grander scale
in Europe. )

Brian’s High Kingship is dated from 1002, when he was
sixty-one years old. It needed more than one expedition
after this, however, before the chiefs of Tyrone and Tyr-
connell resigned themselves to give hostages. During the
twelve years of Brian’s sovereignty Malachy appears to have
supported him loyally, striking back whenever some outlying
chieftain set up a little war. Brian’s ahode and seat of govern-
ment was at Kincora, beside Killaloe, at the ford on the
Shannon below Lough Derg: and he set himself to repair
effectually the ravages of the long wars. ° He restored and
built churches,” says Keating, “ and gave every cleric his own
temple according to his rank and his right to it. He built
and set in order public schools for the teaching of letters and
the sciences in general, and he also gave the price of books
and expenses to each one who could not defray the expenses
and desired to devote himself to learning.” Armagh filled
up again with students; there is noted under 1011 a great
mortality there *“ of the seniors and students.”

Brian built also ““ many bridges, causeways, and highways,”
and built and repaired fortresses all over the country, so that
peace was established and people could travel without fear
of violence. It is noted too that he left the historic rights
to each territory, dispossessing no sept or clan, but enforcing
upon all his over-lordship—which was the price of peace, paid
not merely in submission but in tribute. Most of this came in
cattle and swine—hence hjs name Brian Bo-ramha, the kine-
counting. But Tyrconnell paid five hundred mantles as well
.as five hundred cows; Tyrone sent threescore bars of iron,
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Leinster three hundred, Ossory threescore, as well as their
share of stock for each; while the Danes of Dublin paid
a hundred and fifty barrels of red wine, and the Danes of
Limerick three hundred and fifty—five hundred good reasons
why Brian never made a clean sweep of the Danish ports.

The presence of the Danes, in truth, was always of service,
but always a danger ; and when Brian had been ten years
in sovereignty the danger threatened again. Gormlaith is
said to have been a chief cause of it. Brian after some time
put her away and married another princess; the marriage
laws did not bind kings strongly anywhere at this period, and
Ireland had by this time become a good deal detached from
the Roman discipline. Gormlaith was not likely to submit in
peace. Her son Sitric ruled in Dublin, her brother Mael-
murrough in Leinster ; both had suffered defeat by Brian,
and between them she fomented a conspiracy to call in the
whole Danish power to a thorough conquest of Ireland. '

The plotters sent first to Barl Sigurd of the Orkneys, and
promised him in return for his help the kingdom of Ireland
and the hand of Gormlaith. Sigurd agreed, and the messengers
came back with a tryst for the next spring. But Gormlaith
said this was not enough. There lay off the Isle of Man a
fleet of piratic adventurers under the command of two much
dreaded Vikings, Ospak and Broder. To them also Gormlaith
and Sitric sent tidings, offering the same reward—Ireland and
Gormlaith in marriage. According to the story, Ospak refused
to attack so good a king as Brian ; but Broder, who had been a
“ mass-deacon,” but relapsed to heathendom and become
“ God’s dastard,” was fiercely for the war. Ospak escaped
from him with ten of thirty ships, leagued himself with Brian,
and became a Christian.

The Danish power was trysted to meet in the week before
Easter of the year 1014. We have the story told to us by
both sides ; for the Icelandic Saga of Burnt Nial ends with
its account of this momentous battle. To the Danes, as to the
Irish, it was a vast event. All the Norse rallied. “ Sigurd
came, and with the great Orkney earl a great gathering of
his chiefs and followers, called to the war from every island
on the Scottish main from Uist to Arran, beaten blades who
had followed the descendant of Thorfinn, the skull-splitter, in
many a roving cruise, half-heathen, half-Christian men who
trusted perhaps to the sign of the Cross on land and to Thor’s
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holy hammer on shipboard.” With the host came many
Icelanders of known and noted names to join their kinsmen
from Dublin and Waterford. With the Gall were Gaels also ;
the hosting of Leinster under Gormlaith’s brother Mael-
murrough, and the forces of Offaly under another prince allied
to the Danes. Ireland, from Waterford to Dublin, and inland
to the line of the Barrow, and beyond that even to Clara and
Tullamore, was against Brian in this fight.

On Brian’s side the core of the battle array was the Dal-
cassian army ; but all the forces of Munster were there, and
the troops of South Connaught from territories representing
most of Roscommon and Galway. Malachy had with him
the men of Meath ; but the Northern Hy Neill, the northern
part of Connaught, and the old kingdom of Ulidia held aloof.
There came, however, a body of Scottish Gaels under the high
stewards of Mar and Lennox.

We have no clear description of the battle. Both Sagas—
for at this point the *“ Wars of the Gael and the Gall ”” becomes
poem rather than history—tell of signs and omens. The
Icelander tells how Odin himself was seen on a grey horse
coming to the Danish war council ; while the Irish chronicler
—who is said to have been MacLiag, Brian’s chief ollave-poet,
carried to excess the Gaelic love for wild and distorted images
in his telling of that day. Yet upon one point the record is
clear. We are told that the fight began at dawn on Good
Friday, and before sunset the Danes were driven back upon
their ships, moored off the shore, and were drowned by
hundreds because the tide was at flood. Mathematical
«calculation has shown that the tide in Dublin Bay on the
evening of Good Friday, 23rd April 1014, was full at five
minutes to six.

Apart from this, the account is like that of a battle in
Homer, concerned solely with the deeds of chieftains. Brian,
now in his seventy-fourth year, stood apart and watched it
among a party of his followers. The field was full of banners.
One was that of Earl Sigurd, black, and so shaped that when
unfurled it was like a raven’s wings ; it brought victory to
the host that it led, but death to him who carried it. Man
after man was struck down under it, and at last Sigurd cried
to another to take it. ‘‘ Bear thy own devil thyself,” retorted
the Dane and fled. Sigurd took the ensign and furled it
under his coat, but was slain bearing it.



64 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

But Brian’s concern was with another banner, that of
Murrogh his son, who went into that fight with a sword in
each hand. “ He was the last man in Ireland that had equal
dexterity in striking with right and left.”” Beside him, his
standard drove far through the battalions; and as Brian asked
each time, he was told that in all the carnage Murrogh’s
banner was still standing. “ Then,” said Brian, ‘“all shall
be well with the men of Erin.”

Others watched too. The fight was along the slopes
which fall from Mountjoy Square towards the sea and the
Liffey ; open ground in easy sight of the walls of the Danish
citadel, standing where is now Dublin Castle. Here, on the
walls, was Sitric, and with him his wife, Brian’s daughter.
“ Well do the foreigners reap the field,” said Sitric. ‘It is
at the end of the day it will be seen,” answered Brian’s
daughter. As the sun turned west, the fight spread down from
the slopes to the flat shore where the tram-line runs to Howth—
for all beyond that is reclaimed slob. On the left here,
Murrogh’s son, Turlogh, was in hot pursuit, and after the
fight men found this boy of sixteen in the mouth of the Tolka
River, still in grips with a Dane, both drowned, each grappling
the other by the hair. All along the battle front Danes were
striving to get back to their ships, and Brian’s daughter said :
“It appears to me that the foreigners have gained their in-
heritance.”  Sitric asked what she meant. * They are going
into the sea, where they belong to,” she said. I wonder is it
heat that is on them ; but they do not stay to be milked.”

It was at this time that Brian from his station beyond the
battle asked for the last time for news of the fight. He was
told that the field was like a wood where seven battalions had
been hewing away the underwood and young trees, for only a
few great ones were standing. ‘‘ And the foreigners are now
defeated and Murrogh’s standard has fallen.” “ That is sad
news,” said Brian, “ the honour and valour of Erin fell when
that standard fell.” Then, in the confusion of the rout, a
party of foreigners were seen making their way inland, and
Brian’s people wished him to fly, but he refused. There were
three of the strangers in blue armour, the remnant of a thousand
ironclad men who came with Broder. Broder was of these
three, and one recognised Brian, and Broder turned and cut
down the old king with his axe. The Irish story tells that
Brian dealt a blow by which Broder also died ; the Icelandic
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saga says that Broder was taken and disembowelled alive.
But Iceland and Ireland agree that
““ Brian fell, but kept his kingdom
Ere he lost one drop of blood.”
The battle was over before he fell ; and it decided for ever
the Danish pretensions to mastery in Ireland.

But the day of Clontarf left Ireland masterless; Murrogh,
as well as Brian, was dead. The High Kingship went back by
consent to Malachy, who had not been so deeply engaged in
the battle. The Dalcais had borne the brunt; and after, in
their weakened state, the rival line of Munster saw a chance to
reassert itself. When the bodies of Brian and Murrogh had
been carried off the field on the road to Armagh, where it was
decreed they should be buried, the men of Munster separated
their camp from the Dalcais ; and on their way south Cuan,
son of Molloy, Brian’s old opponent, with another Eoghanacht
prince, sent a message to Donogh, the surviving son of Brian,
claiming hostages from him ; for, they said, the kingship of
Munster must revert to the Eugenian line by alternate right.
Donogh answered that the Dalcais held sovereignty not by
inheritance but by conquest, for the whole of Munster had
been wrested by them from the foreigners when the men of
Desmond were unable to contest it. He then prepared for
battle, which was threatened.

But the two Eoghanacht princes, before giving baittle,
endeavoured to divide the spoil, and they quarrelled, and
each went home his own way, leaving Donogh unfought.

As the Dalcassians marched further south and reached
Athy on the Barrow, the King of Ossory, whose father had
been imprisoned by Brian, lay in wait for the weakened con-
querors, and demanded their submission and hostages.
Donogh returned a fiercer answer than before, and marshalled
his sound men, sending the wounded to the rear. But the
wounded made a party of the others go to a wood, cut stakes,
and fix them in the ground. Then, stuffing their wounds with
moss, each crippled warrior had himself bound to a stake
in the battle-line. When the men of Ossory saw this muster
they “avoided the Dalcais,” and gave them passage. But
they harassed the retreat and cut off many scores of wounded
stragglers.

That was how the vietors from Clontarf came back to

Kincora.
b



CHAPTER VII
ST MALACHY AND THE REFORMATION OF RELIGION

IrRELAND’S victory at Clontarf settled that Ireland should not
come under Danish sovereignty ; but it settled nothing else.
Brian’s whole lifework fell to ruins with his death and
Murrogh’s ; naturally, since he had sought to build up what
was the only alternative then recognised to many petty king-
ships—one great personal monarchy. The ruin was more
complete because in seeking to found his power he had
destroyed what was then one of the oldest surviving institu-
tions in Europe—the High Kingship vested in the Northern
and Southern Hy Neill. Sovereignty in this house had lasted
for six centuries; it had been challenged a hundred years
before Brian’s day by Felim, King of Cashel, yet only for a
brief period. When Mahon, Brian’s predecessor, overthrew
in Munster the monopoly of rule by Eugenian Kings of Cashel,
he bad a traditional justification ; but Brian’s superseding of
Malachy, a High King of the established line, who had, more-
over, proved fitness only second to Brian’s own for supremacy,
must have seemed to Ireland at large an usurpation. By
disturbing tradition, Brian gave full play to the anarchic plea
that sovereignty should go to the strongest ; and after their
losses at Clontarf the Dalcassians were no longer decisively
dominant in Ireland. Malachy resumed the High Kingship,
and held it without opposition till his death in 1022. After
that for a century and a half there was no High King, but
there were always claimants to the High Kingship and wars
for supremacy, which it is needless to follow in detail.

On the whole the Dalcassians were still the strongest
power, but they were weakened by internal dissensions about
succession. Desmond was always hostile to them under its
rulers, the MacCarthys, heirs of the Eugenian line. Connaught
was a growing power under the O’Conors; and what had

66
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formerly been the sub-kingdom of Brefny, comprising roughly
Cavan, Longford, and Leitrim, now came almost into the
first rank ; while Meath had fallen decidedly into the second.
But Leinster had gained greatly by alliance with the Danes
of Dublin. Those settlers had now become Christian: a
bishop of Dublin was consecrated in 1040, and what is now
Christ Church Cathedral was founded by them in the eleventh
century. But the first bishop of the Danish city was an
Irishman, and about the same time they chose Dermod Mac
Maelnambo, King of Leinster, for their king.

At the end of the century Murtough Moér O’Brien, King of
Thomond, asserted his supremacy over all Ireland by an
expedition in which he marched north and took vengeance
for an earlier destruction of Kincora by levelling the fort of
Ailech. His men carried back stones from its walls on a
march which made the circuit of Ireland without opposition ;
and Murtough, it is said, ordered that these stones should be
built into the cathedral of Limerick, then in process of
erection.

Limerick was now the capital of the O’Brien kings ; they
were the first Irish dynasty to have a town for their seat of
government. Cashel, which was to Munster what Tara had
been to central Ireland, now became the subject of a remark-
able decision. At a synod of all Ireland, attended by laity
ag well as clergy, Murtough bestowed Cashel ““upon the
religious of Ireland in general.” At this time there was a
real reformation in progress in the Irish Church, and this was
one of the means by which the strongest ruler in Ireland
marked his interest. Reformation in the Church meant bring-
ing Ireland back into closer touch with Roman civilisation—
whichin the eleventh century, by the conquest of England, had
again advanced its boundaries into the island group of which
Ireland was a part. But Roman civilisation was now repre-
sented in northern Europe by men of the same race who had
ravaged Christian Ireland and Britain.

The Normans were Norsemen Gallicised, which meant
Romanised ; and civilisation added to their power without
sapping their energy. Fifty-two years after Brian drove
back the Norse in slaughter at Clontarf, Normans under
William came to England, and within a few years completed
a lasting conquest. These eonquerors, though of northern
stock, were linked to Rome by all the affinities of their training.
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William was prompted to the conquest of England by the
Pope, and William’s chief statesmen were great Roman
ecclesiastics. The eyes of these men were already on Ireland.
Lanfrane, Archbishop of Canterbury, claimed that his juris-
diction extended over the Irish Church. He addressed this
claim to the Norse King of Dublin, because the Norse of the
seaport towns, though they chose their first bishops from
among native Irish chieftains, caused them to be consecrated
by Anglo-Norman bishops.

Lanfranc, in claiming to extend his control over the
Church in Ireland, claimed to bring it into closer union with
Rome. His successor, Anselm, equally desirous to extend
the Roman influence, held much correspondence with Mur-
tough O’Brien ; the letters are extant. Limerick became a
cathedral city under Murtough’s rule, and its first bishop was
a travelled Irishman, Gilla-easpuig or Gilbert, who had known
Anselm at Rouen and corresponded with him from Ireland.
Probably by Anselm’s influence, Gilbert was named as the
first Papal Legate ever appointed for Ireland. This was
probably a tribute not only to Gilbert, but to Murtough,
whose great gift of Cashel to the religious of Ireland must
have been known and approved at Rome.

Through Gilbert was carried out a reorganisation of the
Irish Church which brought it into closer conformity with
the rest of Christendom. In Ireland of the earlier centuries
the monasteries had been immensely more important than
the secular clergy, and the bishops very numerous and with
little power. A synod held about 1110 reduced the number
of bishopries to twenty-six for the whole country, abolishing
a great number of petty sees, each of which had represented
an ancient tuath or tribal district. Twelve bishops were
allotted to Leath Cuinn, twelve to Leath Mogha, and two to
Meath. By alterations which were made in the course of the
twelfth century, the new bishoprics were adapted to the main
existing divisions of the country. The sees of Armagh
and Cashel were made archbishoprics, Armagh having the
primacy. Thus Ireland was brought to be under the same
type of government as the rest of the Church in Europe.

But this concerned only the organisation of the Church ;
and it is evident that during the eleventh century after Clon-
tarf, if not earlier, grave abuses in its discipline had grown up.
Their reform was zealously taken in hand by one of the most
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remarkable among Irish saints, St Malachy O’Morgair, who
did more than anyone of his time to bring Ireland into touch
with the best of continental civilisation.

Malachy was born at Armagh just before the close of the
eleventh century. His father was a man of high position, a
professor of learning in Armagh. The boy’s reputation for
zeal and learning caused Kellach, Abbot of Armagh, to pick
out this youth for advancement, ordain him, and make him
his vicar. Malachy, we are told, ‘‘ introduced song into his
monastery while as yet none in the city and the whole
bishopric could sing.”” Armagh began to practise chanting
psalms “ after the fashion of the whole world,” says St
Bernard, Malachy’s friend and biographer. He reformed
usages which had grown lax, such as those of confession and
confirmation. Then, desiring to increase further his know-
ledge of ecclesiastical matters, he decided to go to Lismore,
where lived Malchus, Bishop of Waterford, an Irish monk
who had been trained in the monastery of Winchester. At
Lismore Malachy made friends with Cormac MacCarthy, after-
wards King of Desmond. After a period Archbishop Kellach
recalled the young priest, and he was appointed Abbot of
Bangor. This famous monastery had never been rebuilt since
it was destroyed by the Danes, but the lands with which it
was endowed had passed to a layman—Malachy’s uncle. The
young abbot, having secured a small body of monks to join
him, set to rebuilding. Working with their own hands, in
a few days they finished the oratory, ‘“made of smoothed
planks indeed, but closely and strongly fastened together—a
Scotic work, not devoid of beauty.” Then, Malachy’s fame
spreading, he was chosen Bishop of Connor, which at this time
corresponded to the ancient Ulidia, now Antrim and Down.
Concerning the people of this region St Bernard writes :—

“They were Christians in name, in fact they were
pagans. There was no giving of tithes or first-fruits ;
no entry into lawful marriage, no making of confessions ;
nowhere could be found any who would either seek
penance or impose it. Ministers of the altar were
exceeding few.”

This is, no doubt, an exaggerated statement (we know
from St Bernard himself that marriage existed in Armagh,
for instance) ; but it is no doubt generally true that Christi-
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anity had grown lax. Malachy set to Work, like the old
saints, living with great austerity, traversing the cou.ntry on
foot with a band of disciples, preaching and exhorting. If
we take St Bernard again for evidence, the result was
that ° barbarous laws disappear, Roman laws are intro-
duced ” (it will be noted how this French monk, writing
near Arras, uses “ Roman >’ to mean “civilised ). “ Every-
where the ecclesiastical customs are received, their opposites
are rejected.” o

Yet presently the King of Ailech raided into Ulidia, and
destroyed Bangor. Malachy with his monks fled south, and
established a monastery. But Archbishop Kellach was falling
sick, and, being zealous for the good of the Church, gave charge
to the two Kings of Munster, Cormac MacCarthy and Conor
O’Brien, that Malachy should succeed him. Kellach knew
that power would be needed to enforce this.

From the first it had been common to choose a coarb or
successor to the founder of a monastery from the founder’s
kin ; for instance, nearly all the early coarbs of Iona were of
Columba’s blood. Later, in the decay of the Church, a practice
had crept in by which succession to these great ecclesiastical
offices was kept strictly in one family, but the coarb was not
called upon to take orders. For many generations it had
been so at Armagh. ‘ There had been already eight before
Kellach, married and without orders, albeit men of letters.”
Kellach wished to break this corrupt usage. But when
Malachy was appointed, Kellach’s kinsman, Murtough, drove
him out. On Murtough’s death a fresh attempt was made
to bring in Malachy ; but another kinsman, Niall, succeeded
to Murtough’s claim and held the right for some years till at
last Niall was driven out, but carried off with him the Book
of Armagh—which was then believed to be St Patrick’s own
copy of the Testament—and the Bachal Iosa or crozier, which
was also a main jewel of the coarb in Armagh. Finally, how-
ever, Malachy regained these, but, having established his
authority, resigned it and went back to his first bishopric and
his beloved Bangor. He did more ; for, setting an example of
high wisdom, he divided the diocese into two, so that there
should be a Bishop of Connor corresponding to the kingdom
of Dalaradia, and one of Down serving the kingdom of Ulidia.
He reorganised also the diocese of Clogher, so that it corre-
sponded to the kingdom of Oriel—which could only be done
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by surrendering territory from the see of Armagh, equivalent
to the counties of Monaghan and Louth.

Then, to sanction all that he had done, which indeed
amounted to no less than a reformation, he set out on a
journey to Rome, having for purpose to demand the pallium
for each of the two Irish archbishoprics. These palls, collars
made of lamb’s-wool, were given by the Pope to every arch-
bishop of a metropolitan see as a symbol of his right to exercise
metropolitan functions. On this journey Malachy turned
from his direct route to visit St Bernard at Clairvaux, one
of the first great monasteries of the Cistercian Order. St
Bernard was then the greatest ecclesiastical power in Europe,
and Malachy no doubt sought his support at Rome. But he
saw also and fell in love with the ordering of life in that great
monastery, where already was work of the builder such as
had never been imagined in Ireland. And St Bernard, it
would seem, fell in love with the saintly Irish bishop.

Malachy returned from Rome without the palls, but with
a promise that they should be given if asked for by a general
council of the bishops and clerks and magnates of the land.
More than this, he was appointed Papal Legate to replace
Gilbert of Limerick, now very old. Returning by Clairvaux,
he left four of his companions there to be instructed after the
Cistercian usage. He himself had asked of the Pope that
instead of returning to Ireland he might be permitted to
live out his life at Clairvaux ; but this was refused him, and
he did some years more of work in Ireland. Then after a
synod in 1148, at which the palls were demanded in due
form, Malachy was again deputed to go in person and
demand them. He reached Clairvaux again, but only to
die there, blessing and blessed by the great St Bernard, who
wrote the Life of Malachy, and when his own time for death
came chose to be robed in thé habit which the Irish saint
had worn when dying.

Though Malachy could not go to the Cistercians, he
brought them to Ireland. In 1142 the four companions whom
he had left at Clairvaux came to Ireland with a contingent
of other monks and founded at Mellifont, near Drogheda, the
first monastery belonging to any of the regular orders
recognised throughout Europe. Thus was Ireland linked up
to Europe in matters of religion; and not of religion only,
for with the monks came one Brother Robert, skilled in
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building. The plan of Mellifont was the first introduction
of Gothic architecture in its full beauty to Ireland. Thus
through Malachy Ireland was also brought into touch with
what was finest in the art of the Middle Ages.

It must not be supposed that the Irish had lost their
ancient aptitude for culture. In the eleventh century there
was marked development. Brian Boru had begun to pave
the way for it as soon as he came into power and could deal
with the need for restoring education. He sent *“ professors
and masters to teach wisdom and knowledge,”” says the con-
temporary writer of the Wars of the Gael and the Gall; he
bad to despatch messengers beyond the sea because the Danes
had in their raids ruined * the countless host of the illuminated
books of the men of Erinn.” He “ gave the price of learning
and the price of books” to these scholar envoys. After
Brian’s death the High King Malachy also began * to restore
schools and to build and set in order churches after the
example of Brian,” says Keating. “ We read that he main-
tained three hundred students at his own expense.”” There
was a keen revival of learning, and scribes were busy in making
copies of the old romances and poems. One which survives,
the Leabhar-na-h-Uidhre, or Book of the Dun Cow, is our chief
source for knowledge of this literature. Another aspect of
that revival of learning is found in the work of Flann, pro-
fessor in the monastery at Monasterboice, near Drogheda. His
book of Synchronisms set out in parallel columns the story
of Assyrian, Median, Persian, Greek, and Roman history
alongside of the history of Irish kings—a text-book of world
history as he understood it. It has to be admitted that
Flann and his fellow-workers appear to have invented a
good deal of Irish chromicle to synchronise with the earlier
periods.

Nor was the revival only in literature. Cormac’s Chapel
at Cashel, built by St Malachy’s friend Cormac MacCarthy,
King of Desmond, was finished in 1134, and though small
is a noble piece of that early massive architecture with the
round arch, generally known as Romanesque. The Cross
of Cong, a piece of filigree work on metal, as wonderful in its
intricacy as the illumination of the Book of Kells, was made
to contain a remnant of the true Cross sent by the Pope
to Turlogh O’Conor in 1123. O’Hechan, a monk in County
Roscommon, made it before 1150.
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These pieces of craftsmanship, admirable as they are, have,
however, to be compared with what Europe was producing
elsewhere. York Minster and Notre Dame de Paris were
built before Cormac’s Chapel : the best that Ireland could
devise was still far behind contemporary work. Yet the
craftsmen who built Cormac’s Chapel, or made the Cross of
Cong, could have built or made anything under direction ;
and there is every reason to believe that the seed introduced
by St Malachy and his monks at Mellifont would have spread
and multiplied—for Mellifont was of the same order of work
as the great masterpieces in Gothic.

Possibly through the agency of the Church something
might have been done to advance civilisation in other
directions than that of art or learning, and make progress
towards a more peaceful and united political state. It was
attempted. In 1126 the Annalssay: “ A great storm of war
throughout Ireland in general, so that Kellach, sucecessor of
St Patrick (that is, Primate of Ireland), was obliged to be for
one month and a year absent from Ardmacha establishing
peace among the men of Ireland and good customs in every
district among the laity and clergy.” Yet this year does not
seem to have been much worse than others, and it contains
none of the many instances in which Irishmen robbed and
destroyed Irish churches—as was of frequent occurrence
since the Danish wars began. In 1133 the clergy of Con-
naught and Munster induced Conor O’Brien,! King of Munster,
and Turlough O’Conor, King of Connaught, to come to a
conference and make a year’s peace. But no improvement
followed. In all the chronicle of petty wars which fills the
first half of the twelfth century in Ireland one fact only
stands out—the growing power of the O’Conor dynasty.
They had, it seems, learnt something of military art from
Europe—the need for establishing and holding lines of
communication. There are many mentions of bridge-
building in this period, but not less many of destroying
bridges. The O’Conors realised that bridges must be pro-
tected. In 1124 they built three castles: at Ballinasloe, at
Galway, and at Collooney, each commanding an important

1 The use of surnames began in the period after Brian Boru, some im-
portant person being chosen to give his name to the family. Either Mac,
that is, son of, or ua, that is, descendant of, was prefixed. Thus O’Brien,
descendant of Brian.
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river crossing. In 1129 they built a bridge and a castle
at Athlone.

Yet six years later bridge and castle at Athlone were
destroyed. The forces of destruction were too many for the
forces of construction in the Irish State. St Bernard un-
doubtedly reflects the opinion of Europe when he says that
Malachy was “ born in Ireland of a barbarous people ” ; and
he indicates one mark of what doubtless seemed to him
barbarism : ‘ Ireland is not one kingdom, but is divided into
many.”

All this explains much when we consider the attitude of
the Irish clergy to the coming of the Normans.

Another fact should be borne in mind to illustrate Ireland’s
position in Christendom. The first Crusade began in 1097,
two years after St Malachy’s birth ; the second in 1147, the
year before his death. They were an international effort of
European Christendom, to which recruits flocked from all
countries on the Continent, and from England, now Norman
and continental in its rule; but none came from Ireland.
That stamps Ireland’s remoteness from continental
Christendom. Also, in the period of crusades, the institution
of chivalry took its shape. The profession of arms in so far
as it was identified with knighthood came under the special
protection of the Christian Church. Continental Europe, to
which the Norman conquest had annexed England, was in
truth at this period remarkably homogeneous. The organisa-
tions of the Church, the institutions of feudalism, the rules of
chivalry, were the same in France, Spain, Italy, Germany, or
rather in all the petty States out of which these nations grew.
Literature in all of them had a common character ; but the
Chanson de Roland has no kinship with the story of Cuchulain
or the Ossianic tales; they belong to a different racial tradition.
But the essential feature of the difference lay in all the ideas
connected with knightood. To continental Europe knight-
hood was international, a warrior caste of all Christendom in
which every member of the caste was bound to recognise
obligations in honour, courtesy, and fairplay to another. But
& consequence was that to this caste all outside its ranks
seemed barbarous ; its class-spirit, chivalrous perhaps to its
own order, allowed the knight to treat all below or beyond
his class with scorn and cruelty, and without good faith.
Ireland’s fighters, outside the Crusades, were outside the paie
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of chivalry. It is even to-day difficult to make the statesmen
and soldiers of a civilised power observe the rules of civilisa-
tion in dealing with a power that they count inferior in rank.
It is often difficult also to prevent the Churches from forgetting
to consider the claims of justice where they believe that the
progress of civilisation may be advanced by breaking down a
backward state. In the twelfth century neither kings por
warriors nor Popes had much consideration for the rights of
a weak people.



CHAPTER VIII
THE COMING OF THE NORMANS

At the opening of the twelfth century in Ireland the Kings
of Thomond were predominant. Murtough O’Brien destroyed
Ailech and made his “ circuitous hosting ”” without.opposition
in 1101. Butlater the tide turned : by 1114 Donnell O’Lough-
lin of Ailech secured hostages from all northern Ireland, and
from Meath. Meath had now ceased to count in the first
rank of Irish powers. In Munster, Murtough O’Brien was
old and stricken with a wasting illness. But in Connaught a
new and formidable rival appeared. This was Turlough
O’Conor, for whom the Cross of Cong was made. For the
next forty years this O’Conor was a terror to Ireland. He
began by breaking up the power of Munster, weakened by
the loss of Murtough ; and he divided it again into the two
sovereignties of Desmond and Thomond. Soon the death
of Donnell O’Loughlin took from the North its trusted leader ;
and Turlough pressed his claim to effective headship of Ireland
by all the old means, and by new ones also. In 1126 he
ravaged Leinster, and then set up his son Conor to be King of
Leinster and of Dublin—the two being now always more or
less closely associated. This attempt to supersede hereditary
succession in a provincial kingship by introducing a ruler from
another province had not been seen in Ireland since the days
of Niall of the Hostages and his sons. It failed in Leinster ;
but Turlough held to the idea, and seventeen years later he
renewed the experiment and made Conor king in Meath. But
next year & noble of Meath killed the new king because he
““ considered him as a stranger in sovereignty over the men of
Meath.”

Another innovation was Turlough’s frequent use of the
sea for war. He had in West Connaught the most seafaring
part of the Irish population ; and he sent ships plundering up
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even to Tory on the north of Donegal. Yet the kingdom of
Ailech was unshaken. Conor O’Loughlin, Donnell’s successor,
wass recognised as ruler of all that is now Ulster. The O’Briens
too, though not able to resist Connaught separately, sought
every alliance that might help them to overthrow the O’Conors,
and for this purpose in 1137 Conor O’Brien gave hostages to
the powerful King of Leinster, Dermot MacMurrough—a name
of destiny for Ireland.

This king, whose royal seat was at Ferns, was perhaps
not more brutal in his methods than others of his day in
Ireland or on the Continent. But the annalists record con-
demnation of his treachery when he killed the rulers of two
petty states in the north of Leinster and blinded or killed
seventeen men of their kindred. In 1145 it is noted that
“ all Ireland was a trembling sod ”’ with war. Dermot had
now decided to abandon the O’Briens and league himself with
Turlough O’Conor. In 1151 took place the Battle of Moan-
more, in which Connaught, Leinster, and Meath joined hands
to break the power of Thomond, one of the bloodiest defeats
recorded in the Annals.

In the next year there was a meeting in Meath between
Turlough 0’Conor, Murtough O’Loughlin, King of all Ulster,
and Dermot MacMurrough. These three were the outstand-
ing powers in Ireland. They arranged to divide Meath
between two claimants; just as earlier in the same year
Turlough had once again divided Munster between the
O’Briens of Thomond and the MacCarthys of Desmond.
They made a further territorial arrangement, taking away
what is now County Longford from Tiernan O’Rourke, Prince
of Brefny. On the expedition which enforced this surrender
Dermot MacMurrough carried off with him, to Ferns, Dervor-
guilla, O’Rourke’s wife, a willing captive.

Tt is said that Dermot’s main motive was to put an insult
on O’Rourke. Dervorguilla was at this time forty-four,
Dermot forty-two, and O’Rourke sixty. The lady was
brought back next year to the care of the * men of Meath,”
whose king was her brother, a MacLoughlin. Some say she
entered a convent, some that she went back to O’Rourke.
At all events she was one of the benefactresses of the new
monastery of Mellifont ; and she caused to be built also a
very beautiful chapel in a nunnery which she founded at
Clonmacnoise ; and she was buried there under the privileges
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of St Kieran’s cemetery many years after the Norman Con-
quest—in bringing which to pass her share is not very con-
siderable. There was, however, a bitter feud from this time
between Dermot and Tiernan.

1156 saw the death of Turlough O’Conor, and it is noted as
the ** first year of Murtough O’Loughlin over Ireland > ; but
he was only “king with opposition.” The O’'Briens gave
hostages to the new King of Connaught, Rory O’Conor,
who, with Tiernan O’Rourke for another ally, continued to
challenge the northern power. But by 1161 Murtough was
recognised High King without opposition.

There was, however, no solid fabric of power. The
Ulidians first began to turn on the High King, and in 1166
Murtough had recourse to methods like those of Dermot
MacMurrough. He blinded Dunlevy, King of Ulidia (that is,
the modern Down and Antrim), and he killed the three fore-
most men of Dalaradia in spite of pledges given for their
protection. The guarantors rose against him, and in a battle
at the Fews, or Gap of the North, the High King fell. This
left the way open for Rory O’Conor, who first marched on
Tyrconnell and took hostages ; thence, with the men of Con-
naught and Meath, he proceeded to Dublin, and * was there
inaugurated king as honourably as any king of the Gael was
ever inaugurated.” But no king of the Gael had ever before
been inaugurated at Dublin. This fact marks a change in
Ireland, the growing importance of its greatest town.

It marks also & move in policy. 0’Conor officially stamped
the Danes as his subjects by giving them their stipend, the
payment which each over-king made to his inferiors; but
the payment was huge, 4000 cows. Evidently Rory was
determined to detach Dublin from Leinster ; for he had it
in his mind to deal with MacMurrough. Oriel submitted to
the new High King : he went into Munster with a hosting
and re-established the division between O’Briens and Mac-
Carthys—which henceforth was permanent. Ossory also sub-
mitted to him. But in Leinster he banished Dermot Mac-
Murrough and burnt his castle at Ferns. The army which
carried out this expulsion was led by Tiernan O’Rourke, who
thus had his revenge.

The expulsion of a king was not unprecedented. In 1150,
and again in 1156, a MacLoughlin was banished from his
principality in Meath by the greater kings in Ireland ; and
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in the second case Donough MacLoughlin was excommuni-
cated by the clergy for killing a noble in violation of guaran-
tees given by the clergy and by other kings. Such expulsion
was an action quite different from the commmon wars of con-
quest. Leinster was not plundered by the forces which
expelled Dermot, and his brother (called Murrough of the Irish
to distinguish him from Dermot of the Foreigners) was set up
as King of Leinster. It is not clear on what ground Dermot
was expelled ; but certainly it was not solely, and probably
not chiefly, for the abduction of Dervorguilla.

Dermot, however, did what no other banished Irish ruler
had done : he went to look for help in Britain. Yet all Irish
kings had been for two centuries quite ready to call in to
their aid those foreigners who were settled in Ireland. If
Dermot looked further afield, the reason is probably that he
was more in touch with Britain than any other Irish king.
His territory lay nearest to that part of England which had
most commerce with Ireland ; Bristol was the great trading
port for Ireland, and to Bristol Dermot turned. The Bristol
trade would be necessarily carried on with the three great
trading and shipping centres of Dublin, Wexford, and Water-
ford, all of which had at one time or other acknowledged the
King of Leinster as their overlord. Through them Dermot
must have known more of England and of the possibilities
that lay in England’s power than any other Irish king.

It is true also that he fled to Britain because he had no
one in Ireland to turn to. The last High King at this time
exercised real power. Rory O’Conor began his career of
monarchy with a new spirit. For a century and a half, since
Malachy succeeded to Brian Boru, no High King had come to
power without opposition ; and plainly Ireland was sick of tur-
moil. A great meeting was convened ““ by Rory O’Conor and
the chiefs of Leath Cuinn, both lay and ecclesiastic, and the
chiefs of the foreigners,” at Tlachtga, now the Hill of Ward,
near Athboy. Many thousand horsemen mustered there—
6000 from Connaught, 4000 with O’Rourke of Brefny, 2000
with MacLoughlin, King of Tara, 4000 from Oriel, 2000 from
Offelan, and 1000 with the Danes of Dublin. “ They passed
many good resolutions at this meeting respecting veneration
for churches and clerics and control of tribes and territories,
so that women used to traverse Ireland alone.” They parted
“ in peace and amity, without anyone complaining of another,
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at that meeting, in consequence of the prosperousness of the
king who had assembled these chiefs with their forces.”
Then a hosting was called which marched north and settled
a division of Tir Eoghain into two parts.

That same year Dermot MacMurrough came back, and the
first Norman warrior with him.

Nobody in Ireland appears to have realised the importance
of the new factor which Dermot MacMurrough introduced, or
to have anticipated what seems now to us the inevitable
course of events. The crown of England was then held by
one of the most powerful and ambitious monarchs that ever
ruled in Europe, and all Europe was still possessed with the
idea of empire, a rule uniting diverse peoples and nations and
languages under a common system. Henry II. at one period
of his career came within range of creating an empire : his
dominions from the first were more than a kingdom. He had
at his command, if he did not himself possess, all the state-
craft, the military skill, and the general culture of his time.
In equipment he was incomparably ahead of any Irish ruler ;
south and north of Europe blended in him. But in morals
he was as cruel and unscrupulous as the worst that could
anywhere be found.

From the beginning of his reign he had contemplated the
conquest of Ireland. One must clearly understand that by
the standard of his age a king might not only justifiably but
laudably undertake conquest wherever he found an opening ;
and in many cases he could secure the highest ecclesiastical
sanction. In the case of Ireland, Henry had secured it long
years before he acted. From the Pope Adrian IV., an English-
man, he got the Bull known from its opening word as  Lauda-
biliter,” ““ Laudably and profitably hath your excellence con-
ceived the design.” Henry’s design was represented as that
of “enlarging the borders of the Church, teaching the truth
of the Christian faith to the ignorant and rude ” : in other
words, as that of bringing Ireland into the pale of Christian
civilisation. That Ireland was Christian, the Pope was well
aware ; for in 1152 the Papal Legate, Papiron, had been sent
from Rome bringing the archiepiscopal palls, and bringing
them not for two archbishoprics but four—Tuam and Dublin
being raised to this dignity along with Armagh and Cashel.
In short, the Irish Church had just been fully organised from
Rome. Yet St Bernard, only two or three years before 1152,
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had written of Ireland, on the testimony of an Irish saint, as
a country relapsed into barbarism; and though he had
written also of the success which attended Malachy’s effort to
restore the standard of Christianity, less weight may have been
attached to this part of his utterances.

The plain fact is that Ireland, which up to the ninth
century was fully abreast of northern Europe in point of
civilisation, had now fallen far behind. Probably every
ecclesiastic of that day conceived civilisation as meaning the
same things as Christianity ; and Adrian IV., the Englishman,
knew well that the Norman Conquest had, despite all its
brutality, advanced England enormously in the scale of
civilisation.

Henry II., who neglected nothing, desired to represent the
conquest of Ireland as a laudable work ; and he procured the
most official justification that he could find. Yet he would
certainly not have been deterred from the attempt by lack of
justification ; the reason for his delay in making it is to be
found in preoccupation with his possessions and conquests in
what we now call France—of which he held nearly one-half.
When Dermot, a fugitive, went to ask help from the King of
England, he had to follow Henry almost to the Pyrenees.

Far the best account of the Norman Conquest is given in
a Norman-French poem written probably at Waterford by
one who derived his knowledge from Morice Regan, an Irish-
man, Dermot’s Latimer—that is, secretary employed to put
the Irish king’s correspondence or speech into Latin, which
was then the international language. It tells how Dermot,
finding himself deserted by all his subjects, took ship with
sixty-four followers for Bristol, went to the house of Robert
Harding, a Bristol merchant, and was hospitably received.
Harding had doubtless carried on trade with Dermot’s sub-
jects, and possibly with him direct. Leaving Bristol, the
Irish king went on his wandering after Henry, from Normandy
all down the east of France, till at last far south in Aquitaine
he came up with the king’s camp, and offered to be Henry’s
liegeman in return for help that should restore him. Henry
sent Dermot back to Bristol with an order on Harding to pro-
vide for him, and with letters patent authorising his subjects
in every part of his dominions to assist Dermot in recovering
his kingdom. Dermot then began a quest for knights who
would undertake the adventure. The chief man whom he

6
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found was Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke and Striguil,
nicknamed Strongbow. Strongbow, however, had been in
trouble with Henry, had suffered forfeiture, and now said
that before he acted he must get definite licence. Henry’s
reply, granting him permission to try his fortune in Ireland,
was said to be rather jesting than serious; and the Earl was
slow to act on it. Meanwhile Dermot had gone to St Davids
and seen Rhys, then King of South Wales. Here he got in
touch with a family of true adventurers, half-Welsh, half-
Norman. No less than eighteen sons or grandsons of Rhys’s
daughter Nesta took a leading part in the conquest. These
were the FitzHenrys (sons of her son by Henry I.), the Fitz-
Geralds, the de Barris, and Robert FitzStephen, her son by her
last marriage. Gerald de Barri, the monk and man of letters
(historian of the Conquest), known as Giraldus Cambrensis,
was her grandson. All this kindred came to be known as
the Geraldines. '

There was delay in getting together an expedition ; and
Dermot, having no doubt intelligence that the way was open,
returned to Ireland and re-established himself at Ferns. One
knight, Fitzgodebert, probably of the Flemings who were
established in Pembrokeshire, came with him, bringing a small
force. Rory O’Conor, the High King, hearing of Dermot’s
return, marched against him with contingents from Tiernan
O’Rourke and the Danes of Dublin. There was a small
engagement in which the Leinstermen were defeated ; after
which Rory O’Conor accepted Dermot’s submission and
allowed him to resume possession of the region known as Hy
Kinsella, that part of Leinster which centred round Ferns.
At the same time Dermot made atonement to O’Rourke
for the abduction of Dervorguilla by a payment fixed
on award.

During the year 1168 there was no further movement
among the Normans, who no doubt heard of Dermot’s dis-
comfiture. But the Leinster king did not relinquish his pro-
ject, and sent over Morice Regan, his interpreter, as an envoy
%o renew offers to the adventurers. Strongbow did not stir ;
but Nesta’s descendants made ready. Her son Robert Fitz-
Stephen got together a force in which were three of her grand-
sons. It consisted of thirty knights, sixty other mail-clad
men, and about three hundred archers—a new feature in Irish
war. The whole expedition, numbering about six hundred
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in three ships, landed at Bannow in South Wexford at the
beginning of May 1169. Dermot joined them with about five
hundred men, and together they marched on Wexford. There,
as at Dublin and at Waterford, but nowhere else in Ireland,
walls repelled the attackers, and the first attempt was un-
successful. But the Wexford men, knowing that these
Normans had methods of attack unknown to the Irish, decided
to surrender. Next day they gave hostages, and allowed
their town to be garrisoned and held. This marks a new
departure in Irish campaigns.

Dermot and his ¢ English,”” who, it should be remembered,
were not English but French-speaking Norman Welsh, prob-
ably with an admixture of Flemings and of pure Welsh,
proceeded to Ferns ; and his first project was to subdue the
strong subkingdom of Ossory. He was no longer solely
dependent on his allies ; success had gathered to him a body
of three thousand Irish fighting men. At a pass in the hilly
and densely wooded country between Wexford and Kilkenny,
MacGillapatrick, King of Ossory, made resistance. During
the Middle Ages in many parts of Ireland progress was possible
only along forest tracks, as in the African bush to-day.
Cavalry could not operate, and the Irish understood well how
to fortify these passes by dykes and ditches across the track,
with a palisade or entanglement of branches on top; while
on each flank the woods were °° plashed ”—that is to say,
rendered impassable by felling trees so that their branches
interlocked.

The fight lasted from morning till evening, when ‘“ by the
might of the English the stockade was won >’ and the attackers
broke through and plundered Ossory. But resistance was
not broken, and the little army marching home with its spoil
had to traverse another dangerous pass. The Irish under
Dermot’s son, Donnell Kavanagh, broke and disbanded ;
Dermot himself remained always with the English as his body-
guard. Yet once again trained military skill won ; the
knights got on to open ground where they could charge with
lances on the unarmoured Irish, and Donnell Kavanagh’s
troops, seeing the rout, drew together again and slaughtered
the flying.

Dermot’s prestige now increased, and where he did not
find submission he was able to exact it, subduing the north of
Leinster up to the valley of the Liffey. He attacked Ossory
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again and was again victorious, but failed to capture
MacGillapatrick.

At this point came a break in the successes. Maurice de
Prendergast, with his following of two hundred, went over to
the side of Ossory. In the meantime Rory, the High King,
assembled a great hosting to march on Leinster and break
down the new power. Dermot was forced to withdraw to a
fortress on the wooded slopes of Mount Leinster, a day’s
march from Ferns, where he was unassailable. The High
King parleyed, and finally a compact was arranged by which
Dermot should be acknowledged as King of Leinster, he recog-
nising the supremacy of the High King and giving as a
hostage his son Conor. There was also a secret article which
stipulated that Dermot should bring no more foreigners into
Ireland, and should send back those he had when he had
established his rule in Leinster.

Then the hosting withdrew. Like all such forces of the
High King, it was an irregular body of contingents from many
territories summoned for one occasion, and it had probably
already broken up when news reached Dermot that Maurice
FitzGerald, another son of Nesta, had landed with two hundred
men, a force equal to that which had joined Ossory. Dermot
was able to march north and push MacGillapatrick and
Prendergast back out of Leix. Presently dissension arose
between the men of Ossory and their Normans, which ended
in Prendergast’s withdrawal to Waterford, whence he re-
turned with his party to Wales.

In the spring of 1170 Dermot decided to reassert his
claim to be overlord of Dublin. He had been so recognised,
and the song of Dermot names  MacTorkil,” King of
Dublin, as among the traitors who deserted him when he was
driven out. Marching north, with Maurice FitzGerald in
command of the English, he entered the Daneland, and the
citizens, to save their possessions, gave hostages for sub-
mission. Meantime it is to be noted that FitzStephen re-
mained in Wexford, busying himself with the first of those
operations by which the Normans really conquered Ireland.
At Carrick, on a rock over the Slaney, just above Wexford, he
built the first Norman castle.

Meanwhile Dermot MacMurrough was definitely planning
to secure the High Kingship for himself, and took counsel ‘'with
FitzStephen and FitzGerald, who told him that the thing could
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easily be done if he got more troops from England. He there-
fore renewed his offer to Strongbow, who on his part once
more approached Henry for leave to accept it. Formal
authorisation. was withheld, but Strongbow got as much
encouragement as determined him on the attempt ; and in the
summer of 1170 he sent an advance party under Raymond
FitzGerald, another of Nesta’s grandsons. This party landed
at a place called Dundonnell, identified as Baginbun, a head-
land about fourteen miles from Waterford. Here Raymond
entrenched himself : his whole force, with thirteen knights
and seventy archers, cannot have reached two hundred. They
were attacked in great strength by the citizens of Waterford,
who got allies from Dermot’s enemies ; they were perhaps five
thousand in all. Raymond, most famous of all the Norman
fighting men who made the conquest, sallied, was driven back
into his fort, but then drove out a whole mob of captured
cattle through the gap of his entrenchment. This stampede
broke the attackers, who fled, and Raymond’s party killed
and captured thrice their own number. So many were the
prisoners that it was decided to kill them and throw them over
the cliff. Some time after this preliminary success Strongbow
landed in the Waterford River with two hundred knights :
Raymond brought forty more to join him. They marched
from their landing-place to the gates of the walled town, in
one of whose walls stood the circular Reginald’s Tower that is
still in its place. The first siege in Irish history took place :
Waterford was carried by assault, and in the captured city a
few days later Strongbow was solemnly married to Dermot’s
daughter Eva (Aoife) whose hand brought with it the promise
of succession to Dermot’s kingdom.

This promise, if it were to be fulfilled, meant a complete
change in the government of Ireland. No woman ruled, and
no man could rule by virtue of his marriage to a woman. No
king, moreover, had the right to determine his successor ;
although it is clear that transmission of rule was becoming
more generally from father to son than it had been in earlier
centuries. Dermot himself seems to have become King of
Leinster at the age of seventeen, which would not have
happened in the period before the Danish wars. But above
all, the introduction of a ruler who was alien not only to the
family in which rule had rested, but to the whole population,
was an absolute innovation. It has been seen how Turlough
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O’Conor’s attempt to set up an O’Conor in Meath was
resented and defeated.

Leaving Wexford and Waterford held by Norman garri-
sons, and FitzStephen still busy fortifying Carrick on the
Slaney, Dermot with Strongbow marched on Dublin in
September 1170. Their coming was foreseen, and Hasculf,
ruler of Dublin, appealed to the High King, who drew together
the hostings of Connaught, Meath, Brefny, and Oriel ; Tyrone
and Tyrconnell took no part. In that spring the ruler of
Tyrone, Murtough O’Loughlin’s son, who was regarded as
“royal bheir of Ireland ”—+that is, next to be High King,—
bad been killed by some of his own people at Armagh.

The main Irish force lay at Clondalkin, and detachments
were sent to hold the passes on all the recognised roads,
either on the east or west of the mountain chain which runs
southward from Dublin to Wexford. But under Dermot’s
guidance the army, about eight thousand strong, avoiding the
plashed woods and trenched roads, kept to ‘‘the mountains
and the hard field and the open ground,” and so coming un-
expectedly down, took up its position before the city—between
the Danes and the High King. At once envoys came from
the city to a parley, and the party was headed by Lorcan
O’Toole (St Laurence), the first Archbishop of Dublin. Rory
O0’Conor made no move to attack ; and the parleying outside
Dublin lasted for some considerable time, when suddenly a
party of the Normans under Miles de Cogan, leader of the
vanguard, who were near the walls, made a rush and delivered
an assault without orders. In that way Dublin fell on
21st September 1170, and became the chief fortress of a new
and stronger race of foreigners. Hasculf with many of his
men escaped by ship ; Rory’s host withdrew without a blow
struck. Oriel and East Meath, terrified into submission, sent
in their hostages to Dermot, who, having attacked West Meath
and the territory of his old foe O’Rourke, returned to winter
in his own place at Ferns. Strongbow, leaving de Cogan in
charge of Dublin, went to Waterford where his garrison had
been threatened and harassed by the men of South Munster.

Dermot and Strongbow combined were now plainly the
dominant power in Ireland. Connaught was occupied with
war against Thomond. Tyrconnell and Tyrone had no strong
ruler to unite them, and the King of Ulidia distinguished him-
self in this year only by plunder and expulsion of the monks
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from the monastery founded by St Malachy at Patrick’s first
Church of Saul. Tiernan O’Rourke was still active and
menacing ; but nowhere in Ireland was there evidence of a
power able to cope with this new combination.

So great a success disturbed Strongbow’s suzerain. Henry
II., deeply engaged on the Continent, was now at the climax
of his strife with Thomas & Becket, who returned to England
in December 1170, to be murdered at Canterbury. The
reaction against this deed threatened Henry’s whole position,
and, evidently fearing lest this Irish adventure might slip out
of his control, he issued an order summoning all his subjects
in Ireland to return to England under pain of outlawry and
forfeiture. Strongbow replied that he had come to Ireland
with Henry’s licence to aid Henry’s liegeman Dermot to
recover his territories. This was a recognition of Henry’s
suzerainty over Dermot’s possessions. Strongbow added that
whatever he had won and held in Ireland he would hold at
Henry’s will.

Dermot died at Ferns in May 1171. It became evident
at once that even in Dermot’s own borders men were not
willing to submit to him who claimed to be Dermot’s heir.
Leinster rose in revolt ; and the High King, seeing an occasion,
summoned all Ireland to a hosting against Dublin. A fleet
hired from the Danes of Man and the Western Isles blocked
the Liffey mouth, while the army in different camps lay along
all the roads converging on Dublin. Leinstermen under the
son of Dermot’s brother, “ Murrough of the Irish,” were at
Dalkey, through which led the road southward between the
mountains and the sea ; MacDunlevy, the King of Ulidia, was
at Clontarf with his host : Donnell O’Brien and the forces of
Thomond at Kilmainham. The main body under the High
King lay at Castleknock. Tiernan O’Rourke was there with
Brefny, O’Carroll with Oriel, MacLoughlin with the men of
Meath. Only Desmond from the extreme south, and Tyrone
and Tyrconnell from the extreme north, were absent.

The sole idea of the besiegers appears to have been a
reduction of the place by famine, and it was nearly successful.
Strongbow himself was in command, and the situation looked
desperate. Moreover, word came in that Wexford had turned
against the Normans : FitzStephen was beset in Carrick and
could not hold out. It was decided to parley, and under a
flag of truce Archbishop O’Toole and Maurice de Prendergast



88 THE HISTORY OF IRELAND

(who had returned to Ireland in Strongbow’s army) were sent
to offer that Strongbow should acknowledge the High King
and hold Leinster as his subject. Rory answered that the
Normans might keep the cities which had always belonged to
the Danes, but no more. The Earl decided to fight, and a
sally was made immediately. No Irish can have been close
to the walls, for the little force of some six hundred men
crossed the Liffey by its wicker bridge unopposed. Dividing
into three bands, each consisting of knights, bowmen, and
foot-soldiers, they made a sudden swift descent on the main
camp at Castleknock. The attack was wholly unexpected,
and an utter rout followed. Rory’s army was scattered,
immense booty taken, and the citadel amply reprovisioned ;
the forces at Clontarf and Dalkey withdrew, and all was over.
Strongbow instantly pushed south from Wexford to release
FitzStephen, but he had been already taken. Strongbow,
hearing that he was a prisoner on an island in the harbour
and would be killed if the town were attacked, pressed on to
Waterford and set himself to reduce Leinster. ° Murrough
of the Irish,” who had been in command at Dalkey, submitted
and was accepted as Lord of Hy Kinsella. Meanwhile Donnell
O’Brien of Thomond had decided once more to abandon
allegiance to the High King, and allied himself with Strongbow
for the reduction of Ossory. Thus in the south Norman power
prevailed. At Dublin Miles de Cogan, left in command, had
to repel an attack made by that persistent warrior, Tiernan
O’Rourke of Brefny; and later, a separate descent from the
sea. This was undertaken by Hasculf, whom the Normans
had driven out in the previous year. He came now with a
strong fleet, in which was a famous berserker, *“ John the
Wode,” of the royal house of Norway. Mail-clad men on
both sides, they met on the level ground outside the walls of
the fortress, about where Dame Street and College Green now
are ; but the superior skill of the Normans prevailed. A flank
attack by a force of cavalry sent out from the western gate
to make a detour was successful, and the Norse were driven
back to their ships with great slaughter. John the Wode was
killed fighting, Hasculf taken and put to death. From this
time for many centuries the possession of Dublin was not
disputed, and the English never lost it.

While all this was passing, Henry II. had decided that it
was time for him to intervene personally, and he mustered a
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great host on the Welsh border. Marching leisurely through
Wales—where also the royal authority needed to be asserted
—he reached Pembroke. Strongbow had joined him before
this to proffer allegiance. On Oct. 16th, Henry, with a fleet of
four hundred ships, arrived at the Waterford River, and next
day entered Waterford, where Strongbow formally surrendered
the city to the king and did homage for Leinster. Henry
accepted his homage, and granted to him Leinster to hold as
a fief. So began the new order in Ireland. Henry claimed
rights as overlord to what his vassals had conquered, and by
accepting their homage he confirmed to them their right of
conquest and pledged himself to uphold them in it. The
conquest became clearly conquest not by a group of adven-
turers, but by a great European Power.



CHAPTER IX
THE FIRST STAGES OF THE NORMAN CONQUEST

HeNrRY THE SECOND’s visit to Ireland may justly be described
as a triumphal progress. No sword was drawn by him or
against him. His work there was the work of a politician
rather than of a soldier ; it was the display of an organised
power too strong to be challenged. First Waterford saw the
actual conquerors of Waterford and Dublin submit to Henry
as willing subjects. Next came a piece of calculated play-
acting. The Wexford people, who had already approached
Henry with a deputation in Wales, now came bringing their
prisoner Robert FitzStephen and delivered him to his liege
lord to be dealt with. Henry publicly rebuked FitzStephen
for having made a raid upon Ireland, and caused him to be
imprisoned in Reginald’s Tower. The display of anger was
of course unreal; the assertion of authority was no doubt
designed to impress Norman adventurers no less than the
Irish or the Danish. Henry’s anxiety, like that of all the
Angevin kings, was to curb the power of these semi-inde-
pendent vassals. But a further action against FitzStephen
had reality. To him, as chief of the first body of Norman
auxiliaries, Dermot MacMurrough had granted Wexford and
the territory immediately south of it. Henry cancelled this
grant. The very thing that Rory O’Connor was willing to
part with was that which Henry determined to keep in his
own hands, namely, the custody of the seaports facing
Britain.

After the Danes of Wexford came the representative of
one among the great Irish kingdoms, though now much
weakened. MacCarthy, King of Desmond, head of the
Eugenian line which had so long ruled in Cashel, *“ came into
Henry’s house,” swore allegiance to him, gave hostages, and
agreed to pay tribute.

90
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Henry’s next movement showed a new side of his policy.
From Waterford he marched to Lismore, the ecclesiastical
centre of that region, seat of a bishopric. Its bishop was
one of those Irish monks who accompanied St Malachy on
his first journey to the Continent and who were left by him
on his return at Clairvaux to be trained in the Cistercian
discipline. This monk, Christian, pupil first of St Malachy
and then of St Bernard, was sent back from Clairvaux to be
the first Abbot of Mellifont. Later he became Bishop of
Lismore ; and when the Legate Papiron left Ireland after the
synod of 1152, Christian of Lismore was named as Papal
Legate in preference to all the four archbishops whom that
synod had recognised. His training at Clairvaux made him
the natural link between Ireland and the more thoroughly
Romanised Christianity of the Continent.

This representative of the Pope was the first dignitary in
Ireland to whom Henry directed his progress. Henry had
the Papal Bull sanctioning and authorising his work of con-
quest ; he must act in accordance with this pretension. But,
further, he needed to make amends if possible in Ireland for
what had been done in England by the slaying of Becket.

From Lismore, doubtless by the counsel of Christian, he
proceeded to Cashel, seat of the archbishop, and there arranged
for a council of the clergy to be held in the city which Murtough
O’Brien had granted ““ to the religious of Ireland in general.”
Before Henry reached Cashel, Murtough’s successor, Donnell
O’Brien, King of Thomond, came in person to make sub-
mission as his rival MacCarthy had done. The lords of Ossory
and of the Decies, now County Waterford, did the same.
Munster was now subject and, to all appearance, willingly
submissive.

Returning from Cashel to Waterford, Henry arranged for
garrisoning the town, which he left in charge of one of his
own followers; passing over all the original conquerors,
whose position he desired not to magnify. He sent also
representatives of his authority to reside in Cork and Limerick ;
but these cities were still held by their own kings ; for Cork
and Limerick, though Danish foundations, had become Irish
cities. Having arranged all this, Henry marched on Dublin,
where great preparation was made to receive him. There
was built for him, by his own order, near St Andrew’s Church
outside the city walls, a royal palace or pavilion of the Irish
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fashion, a wonderful example of native wattle-work, in which
the patterned interlacing showed through a smooth surface of
clay, lime-washed to dazzling white. Here Tiernan O’Rourke
at last made his submission to the new power, and the
King of Oriel also. Rory 0’Conor stayed beyond the Shannon.
According to some accounts, he gave submission to Henry’s
representative ; according to others, he claimed that all Ire-
land’s submission was due to him as High King. Evidently
there was negotiation, which came to no clear issue. Tyrconnell
and Tyrone away in the north stood out; they were at this
moment two small principalities, mutually hostile.

There can be little doubt that Ireland at large accepted
with willingness the presence of a strong Power which would
enforce peace. Nowhere in Europe was it felt necessary that
overlordship should rest with a ruler of local race. Henry’s
subjects in Normandy, in Anjou, in England, in Wales had
no common tie of blood or tradition, any more than the
patchwork dominions of his contemporary the Emperor
Frederick Barbarossa. The kings of such realms sought,
however, to give unity in two ways ; one was the sharing of
certain commercial privileges. Everywhere the monarchy
found its best support in towns; and Henry immediately
set himself to link the town-life of England with that of Ireland,
which, however, was mainly Danish. He gave to the citizens
of Bristol the right to inhabit Dublin ; and he gave to the
city of Dublin the liberties and free customs which Bristol
possessed ; a later grant added freedom from certain tolls and
duties through all his dominions. For in Europe, as it was then
governed, freedom of movement in our sense did not exist.
Each town had certain rights which protected it against the
often oppressive power of a local ruler. Everywhere restric-
tions existed which to our notions would seem tyrannous.

There is no reason to believe that Henry desired to found in
Dublin an exclusive colony alien in race; but that was
unhappily the effect. Most of the Danish inhabitants appear
to have withdrawn ; very few Irish became burgesses of the
city; and the burgesses, once established, had the power of
limiting their own corporation. Dublin, which had been &
Danish town, became an English one. Gradually in all the
Irish towns the same thing happemed. The absence of a
Gaelic town-life gave & peculiar and unhappy character to the
Norman conquest.
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But the main link on which the greater kings of Europe
relied in this period to unite their dominions was that of
religion. As the great nobles admitted allegiance to the king,
so the kings accepted the Pope as of right their overlord.
It was certainly Henry’s claim that he acted for the Pope in
Ireland ; and the synod which he caused to be convened at
Cashel had for its main purpose to bring the Irish Church into
complete conformity with those parts of Christendom which
were under Henry’s rule. The Irish bishops accepted this
view. They are said to have signed letters recognising the
right of Henry and his heirs to the kingdom and to have
pledged themselves to conform to the usages of the Church in
England—a branch of what they regarded as the universal
Church, but a branch in closer touch than that of Ireland with
the central government of Christian civilisation.

Such Irishmen as Christian of Lismore, St Malachy’s pupil,
who presided at this synod, and St Laurence O’Toole, who was
present at it, must have felt that what Ireland needed most
was peace. The churchmen in Ireland had laboured assidu-
ously, as the Irish Annals show, to bring peace to the country,
and had failed. It was natural that they should welcome any
authority able to establish peace—the more so if that authority
came with a commission from the head of the Church of
Christendom.

Yet peace was not what Henry brought to Ireland ; nor
was he himself at peace with the Church. Becket’s murder
was still unatoned; an interdict was threatened; and in
England rebellion was ready to break out. The king had no
choice but to leave his new possession ; and his last actions
were not of a kind to make for peace.

He assigned the kingdom of Meath to Hugo de Lacy, a
knight who had taken no part in the conquest. Yet the King
of Meath had made submission, and his submission had been
accepted. Thus conflicting claims were at once set up in
the pacified country. Further, to an adventurous warrior,
John de Courcy, Henry gave licence to go into Ulster, which
had not yet submitted, and there acquire and hold what he
could win by the sword.

Briefly, had Henry acted in good faith, his conquest
might have been beneficent. He acted in bad faith, and the
rule which he established was a curse. Contact with a more
developed civilisation brought advantages to a people fitted,
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as were the Irish, to learn all that civilisation could teach
them. But these advantages were nullified by the new and
appalling elements of discord which the conquest brought.

The outstanding fact of the Norman conquest in 1ts early
days is that the kings of England were too much occupied with
their other dominions to attempt seriously the personal govern-
ment of Ireland themselves. No other form than personal
government was then recognised, and the kings were always
jealous of any personal power that was not their own. They
did not want a strong and efficient governor in Ireland lest his
personal power might develop into independent sovereignty.

When Henry II. left Ireland, the cities of Dublin, Wexford,
and Waterford were held by strong garrisons. Strongbow,
the real conqueror, was master of all Leinster, which appears
to have been for the most part solidly united in his hand. He
held it by succession, on a principle not recognised by Irish
law or custom ; yet he held it under an arrangement entered
into with an Irish king and ratified by marriage with that
king’s daughter. The beginning of a fruitful union between
Norman and Irishman was made by Strongbow ; and it is
important to note that the subkingdom of Ossory, often strong
enough to rank as almost the equal of Leinster, accepted the
Norman’s predominance and backed the Norman power.

The second of the Five Fifths of Ireland which had come
into Henry’s hand was Meath—a kingdom broken up and
weakened for fifty years at least before the first Norman landed.
Over this kingdom Henry had set Hugo de Lacy, who held
solely by the English king’s act ; who held a territory far less
important than that of Leinster, and held it with no con-
currence of any Irish ruler to support his right. Of the two,
it was de Lacy with his weaker authority, disputed position,
and lesser fief, whom Henry chose to represent him as what
we should now call Viceroy, but was then called Justiciar.

In the first year after Henry’s departure the difference in
the two regions was marked. Tiernan O’Rourke had sub-
mitted to Henry ; but he did not admit that by so doing he had
forfeited his right to the eastern portions of Meath which he
had acquired before the coming of the Normans. O’Rourke
raided into the country that he claimed ; de Lacy prepared
an expedition against him ; but a parley between the two was
arranged. At it there was treachery, and Tiernan O’Rourke
was slain. It is clear that an intrigue had been set on foot
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between the Norman and a rival claimant in O’Rourke’s own
clan. The murdered man’s head and body were carried to
Dublin, where the head was nailed up in one place and the
body, feet upwards, in another. Such brutalities were not
without example in Irish war, but they were exceptional.
The example spread. Next year Donnell O’Rourke, who had
aided in the death of Tiernan, was killed by another O’Rourke,
who cut off his hand and sent it to the High King. Rory
O’Conor nailed it on the top of the castle of Tuam. This was
a poor result of civilising influence.

Strongbow had no trouble in that part of Leinster which
had now become his ; but, seeking to extend by raiding out
into the difficult boggy territory which is now Queen’s
County, he entered the O’Dempsey’s territory of Clanmaliere,
and O’Dempsey, a hardy chief, fell on the expedition as it
returned with its plunder and killed, amongst others, Strong-
bow’s constable, Robert de Quency.

Next spring Henry called both Strongbow and de Lacy to
Normandy for their aid in his war against France. By the
autumn he ordered the two great Irish lords back to their
territory ; but his military necessities compelled him to with-
draw some of the garrison from the seaports, along with
certain of the best known leaders.

Yet there was no sign of a movement in Ireland against
the foreigners. That began only when the foreigners took
action entirely inconsistent with all the professions made by
the English king. The Norman forces were not only weakened,
they were mutinous. Henry did not send them their pay,
and they threatened desertion unless Raymond were appointed
to command. Under him they felt confident of success, and
of plunder. The concession was made; and plunder was
provided. A raid across the border into the Decies was
planned, and Lismore with all its gathered riches was sacked,
both city and territory. Yet the King of the Decies and his
overking, MacCarthy, had “come into the house” of the
English ruler ; they were under his protection.

As the Normans were returning with their spoil in ships
by the Blackwater to the sea, a fleet from Cork attacked
them ; and ‘MacCarthy marched overland to fall on the re-
mainder of their forces. But both by sea and land the
Normans defeated their assailants. Great booty came into
Waterford.
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Yet, as a natural result, Donnell O’Brien, King of Thomond,
seeing MacCarthy’s dominions attacked without show of right,
thought that his turn would come next, and not waiting to be
attacked, drove out the Norman garrison which Strongbow had
established at Kilkenny. Rory O’Conor too had come to the
same conclusion and formed alliances north and south.
In the spring of 1174 Strongbow marched to make war on
Munster, and drawing his forces to Cashel summoned help
from Dublin. But Donnell O’Brien, supported by a Con-
naught force under Rory’s son, attacked the Dublin reinforce-
ment before it effected its junction and practically annihilated
it. Strongbow had to fall back on Waterford. Even here
there was revolt ; the Danes of the city rose, and Strongbow
had to take refuge in an island on the river. Meanwhile Rory
O’Conor was organising a hosting of all Connaught and Ulster
against the foreigners.

Once more Strongbow was in need of Raymond, who had
left Ireland in anger because he was refused the hand of
Strongbow’s sister Basilia and the constableship of Leinster.
These demands were now granted. Raymond raised in Wales
a force not much less than that of the original invaders, and
landed again at Wexford. He relieved Strongbow, and march-
ing back to Wexford was there married to Basilia. Rory
O’Conor’s hosting was now in Meath, and had driven the garri-
son of Trim from its stronghold and destroyed the castle.
Strongbow marched straight for the scene, fell upon the Irish
host as it was retiring towards the Shannon and scattered it.
The castle at Trim was rebuilt, and the whole of Meath more
strongly held than ever. In Leinster the grip of the invaders
had never seriously weakened.

In the next year Rory O’Conor decided to submit. On
6th October 1175 his envoys, two clerics and one layman,
signed the Treaty of Windsor, by which Rory recognised Henry
as his liege lord, and Henry recognised Rory as King of Con-
naught, which land he should hold * well and peaceably as he
held it before his lord the King of England entered Ireland,
rendering to him tribute.”” In regard to the rest of Ireland,
Rory’s position as High King was also recognised. It was
to be his duty to enforce the payment of tribute to the
King of England from all Ireland, and he was entitled to
support from the king’s army. But Leinster and Meath,
as well as Dublin with the old Daneland, and Waterford
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with its Danish territory reaching to Dungarvan, were
wholy under English jurisdiction ; with them Rory had
no, concern.

Probably as part of the compact Rory O’Conor at this
time got Norman assistance in attacking Donnell O’Brien of
Thomond, with whom he had been allied only two years earlier
to defeat Strongbow. The Connaught forces ravaged
Thomond at large, while Raymond le Gros made a sudden
swoop on Limerick with about a thousand men of all arms.
He was guided across Ireland by MacGillapatrick, King of
Ossory, an old enemy of the O’Briens. The knights succeeded
in fording the narrow branch of river which divides the old
city from the eastern bank, and their armour protected them
from missiles ; the town was captured and garrisoned. Next
spring Donnell blockaded the garrison, and Raymond was
forced to march west again with a new expedition. This time
the Dalcassians met them half way, near Cashel, in a prepared
position ; but once again the Norman cavalry broke through
the barricaded pass.

Negotiations for peace followed. Donnell O’Brien made
peace with the High King and gave him the hostages which,
under the Treaty of Windsor, Rory O’Conor was bound to
hold on behalf of Henry.

Immediately came an illustration that parts of Ireland at
least were willing to welcome the new overlord as a redresser
of ills. MacCarthy, King of Desmond, sent to solicit English
aid against his son who had deposed and imprisoned him.
Raymond accordingly marched on Cork, reinstated MacCarthy,
and doubtless exacted the pay which he had been promised.
Then he returned to Limerick, probably regarding Thomond
as the chief source of danger. Here suddenly and secretly
news reached him from his wife. Strongbow was dead, but
bis death was too dangerous a piece of intelligence to send
openly, and Basilia’s message said : ““ The great jaw tooth
which so troubled me has just dropped out >’ ; therefore he
should return at once.

Raymond, in view of a probable rising, decided to concen-
trate his forces on holding what had been solidly conquered.
He committed the custody of Limerick to Donnell O’Brien,
who gave hostages for its safe keeping, but, as soon as the
Normans were out of it, broke down the bridge and burnt the

town. O’Brien himself did not feel able to use it as a strong-
7
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hold against the Normans: he was determined that thgv
should not use it as a stronghold against Thomond.

The fact illustrates the conscious inferiority of the. Irish in
all that belonged to the military art. The Normans used
against them three advantages of superior scientific equip-
ment. The first was the heavy body armour of the mounted
knights. This was in many ways a doubtful gain, and it is
said that for Irish war the Normans soon learnt to discard all
but lance and shield, so as to be more mobile. The second
was use of the bow and crossbow, both of which were formid-
ably developed in England. As compared with the Irish
sling-stones and javelins, the foreigners’ weapons were like
rifles against shotguns. This superiority contributed im-
mensely to the third and decisive resource of the conqueror,
building castles to hold what they had won.

These were not in the first instance stone buildings, but
simply consisted of an artificial hillock of earth with steep
sides and a flat space on top. In throwing up the hillock a
ditch was formed at its base, and there was generally an outer
enclosure defended by a rampart and ditch. But in any case
the hillock or mote had a palisade round its upper rim, and
within this palisade stood a tall wooden blockhouse, loopholed
for archers. Crosshow or bow would kill at a hundred yards.

There was nothing difficult in the construction of such
defences, but without some shooting weapon they would be in
most cases little better than a trap for the defenders. The
Irish had not developed anty missile war. They relied chiefly
on the light battleaxe which they had adopted from the
Danes : and they were terrific with it. Apart from this, they
excelled chiefly in speed of movement ; on foot in most of the
regions where Irish fighting took place they were more mobile
than cavalry. But when they succeeded they had no organisa-
tion to hold their success.

The Norman superiority of this time was to alarge extent,
moreover, due to Irishmen’s lack of familiarity with their
methods. The early conquerors, Raymond especially, de
Cogan, and Strongbow himself had successes never equalled
in later years. All their exploits too were almost eclipsed by
the deeds of another adventurer, John de Courcy, whose
career only began after that of Strongbow was ended.

Raymond, whose success in the field and prestige with the
troops would have made him Strongbow’s natural successor,
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had by these very qualities earned Henry’s distrust: and
messengers were already in Ireland with instructions to recall
Raymond when the Earl died. New counsel had to be taken,
and Raymond was left in command : but in a few months
Henry appointed a new governor, William FitzAudelin, no
warrior but a politician. In the force which accompanied
FitzAudelin came John de Courcy, a man of huge stature and
strength, the extreme type of the knight adventurer. Henry
had granted him, half in jest, the lordship of Ulster if he could
conquer it; and, without waiting for further orders, de Courcy
set out north with a force of twenty-two knights and about
five hundred others. Marching along the east coast through
Drogheda and Dundalk, he fell suddenly upon the still dis-
tinct kingdom of Ulidia and surprised its chief place, Down.
The king, MacDonlevy, fled, but gathered his forces and gave
battle, ten to one. De Courcy was victorious; Almeric de
St Lawrence, ancestor of the Earls of Howth, and Roger le
Poer, first of the great Norman-Irish family of Powers, helped
him to win. Fighting his way, and building castles where he
won, he made himself lord paramount of MacDonlevy’s king-
dom, which answers to the present counties of Down and
Antrim. For eighteen years he was virtually king of this
territory, organising and settling it to his own mind, granting
minor lordships to barons of his own country in the feudal
fashion. Also, as the Normans did everywhere, he propitiated
the Church by building monasteries and churches, and
strengthened the connection of what he had conquered with
England and with Rome by bringing over offshoots from
English monastic settlements.

De Courcy’s conquest brought the Normans for the first
time into direct collision with what half a century earlier
had been one of the two strongest powers in Ireland. The
northern kingdom of Ailech had survived the southern king-
dom of Tara ; but here also the process of breaking up into
many petty chieftaincies had gone on. In the time of its
strength, the kings of Ailech had been overkings of both
Tyrconnell and Tyrone, exercising lordship also over Oriel
and, less closely, over Ulidia. But when the Normans came
to Ireland, the Kinel Connell of Tyrconnell and Kinel Owen of
Tyrone were deeply divided ; and that division was never
healed, while there was constant war between the Kinel Owen
and their other border state, Ulidia. In this first year of
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de Courcy’s operations, Tyrone joined with MacDonlevy, and
there was a second Battle of Down, to which came all the
clergy of Armagh. But the Irish were defeated, and the Book
of Armagh, as well as other “ noble relics,” was captured by
the Normans. Later MacDonlevy had to fight O’Loughlin
of Tyrone on the west of him, while he was watching John de
Courcy, who lay at Down. Later still in these wars de
Courcy’s power was found allied with Donlevy’s against a
hosting of O’Loughlin’s. The Kinel Connell, remotest of all,
were unreached by the new enemy : but by their constant
wars with Connaught they indirectly gave valuable aid to the
foreigner, weakening the power which Henry by the Treaty
of Windsor had recognised as officially chief among Irish
kingdoms.

Yet in truth the Treaty of Windsor was not observed for
two years—not even in regard to Connaught. In 1177
Murrough, one of the High King’s sons, invited the English
to raid his father’s kingdom, offering to act as their guide.
The pretext was instantly seized, and de Cogan with an
expedition of about the same size as de Courcy’s crossed the
Shannon. But the Connaughtmen took the course of laying
their own country waste before this advance. Unable to
procure booty, the invaders were in great difficulties, and
retired without having gained any advantages.

This expedition is noteworthy as illustrating the attitude
of the Church. Cardinal Vivian, an envoy from the Pope, in
this year convened a synod at Dublin. He confirmed publicly
the Pope’s acceptance of the king’s right to Ireland, and
enjoined obedience to Henry upon all the Irish. Also he
formally gave permission to the English forces when on a
raid to take provisions stored in the churches if they could
not get food elsewhere—provided that the food was paid for.
The Connaughtmen’s answer was to burn their own churches
before the English advance, and to strew crucifixes and
sacred images on the roads which the invaders must travel,
as a protest against their trespass. Evidently the Roman
view of Henry’s title did not prevail among the clergy of
Connaught, whose chief ecclesiastics had been the signatories
of the Treaty of Windsor.

After this expedition Connaught was left unmolested by
the Normans for twenty years; but in another part of
Ireland the Treaty was torn to shreds. Henry’s son John



FIRST STAGES OF THE NORMAN CONQUEST 101

was created Lord of Ireland, Dominus Hibernim. Hugh de
Lacy was appointed his deputy, having the government of
Dublin and of all Crown lands in North Leinster, in addition
to his lordship of Meath. All this was a process of organisa-
tion quite compatible with the Treaty of Windsor. But John
now proceeded to grant away the whole of Munster, though
Henry had accepted the homage of the Munster kings and
undertaken their protection. It was clear from this point that
the desire of the Normans was not to enforce peace, but to
foment war among the Irish, in order that by the help of the
Irish they might conquer Ireland and take to themselves the
lordships of those who had originally made their peace with
Henry.

The whole of Desmond, from Dingle Bay to Youghal
harbour, was granted to Robert FitzStephen and Miles de
Cogan. To get Desmond they had to conquer it; and
"Murrough, son of the King of Thomond, assisted them in the
conquest. It is hardly conceivable that O’Brien should
have known that his kingdom also had been made the sub-
ject of a grant. But when FitzStephen and de Cogan,
having completed their operations in Cork, marched against
Limerick, escorting de Braosa, to whom Thomond had been
granted, they saw a broken bridge and the townsmen setting
fire to their town. For the time they decided to leave
Thomond and Limerick alone; but the region about Cork
was held securely.

In Meath de Lacy carried on the work of covering the
land with a network of castles until a day in 1186 when he
went to inspect the keep which he was building at Durrow.
A young warrior slipped up near him, suddenly drew out an
axe and cut the Norman’s head off so that it tumbled into
the castle ditch.

Except in a military sense, the Normans had as yet
brought no element of progress to Ireland. No principles of
justice, no stable usages of peace, were anywhere estab-
lished by them. Prince John’s visit to the kingdom onmly
weakened the respect which had been earned by the new-
comers as fighting-men—and he added petty insults to the
too abundant instances of bad faith. On his arrival at
Waterford, in 1185, the Irish nobles and princes of the sur-
rounding districts came to offer him their homage, as they had
done to Henry. But the young bloods of John’s court
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plucked the old men by their beards which seemed ridiculous
to the shaven Normans and Angevins. According to
Giraldus, MacCarthy of Desmond, O’Brien of Thomond, and
Rory O’Conor himself had all decided to wait upon John
with their submission ; but news ot this contumely turned
them all back, and they leagued themselves in opposition.
Keating, from Trish sources, had a different story, which may
probably be another version of the same facts. He says
that when the Gaels saw that the Norman intention was to
waste the Gaels ““ between each of their pairs of factions,”
and that they had no mind to reform religion or correct
morals in Ireland—which was the public justification of the
Pope’s support for the conquest,—the Gaels took thought to
rid themselves of the oppression of their people. Accordingly
a body of Gaelic nobles gathered together at the house of
Conor Maenmoy, son of Rory O’Conor, ““and agreed to make
him ruler over them.” These were O’Brien of Limerick,
MacCarthy of Desmond, MacDonlevy, King of Ulidia, Melagh-
lin, King of Meath, and O’Rourke, King of Brefny. But,
“ whatever the counsel they adopted, Conor Maenmoy was
fatefully slain before they put it into execution.” In truth,
the enmity between each of the ‘ pairs of factions > was too
great for Ireland to offer any united resistance.



CHAPTER X
RISE OF THE GERALDINES AND DE BURGHS

Tae Norman conquest of England was swift, decisive, and
thorough ; it was completed within five years. The con-
quered country became the chief concern of the conquering
race, the kernel of their power; they identified themselves
absolutely with what they had won; they made it their
own, they became its own people. Since they were at that
time the strongest and most progressive stock in Europe,
the conquest was entirely beneficent. In Ireland the con-
quest was slow, straggling, and half-hearted ; it was advancing
for nearly a century and a half, yet was never complete ;
for that reason, it was good neither for conquerors nor
conquered.

The reason for this slow and ineffectual development of
what had been begun by the Norman-Welsh adventurers,
lay not in any special strength or obduracy of Ireland’s
resistance. Ireland never at any moment resisted as a whole,
and plainly many of the most powerful Irishmen, both lay
and ecclesiastic, would have accepted willingly a conquering
overlord who gave the country a more stable system of rule
without destroying all native rights, lordships, and institu-
tions. But the ambition of English rulers at this period
was directed to the Continent ; they were not content to be
an island power. They attached little importance to what
they had won or could win in Ireland—mnot more than
England in the nineteenth century attached to her possessions
in Africa. No sense of any other interest than their own
affected them ; political conscience, which may be said to
exist now at least as an ideal, did not then hamper the state-
craft of any layman or churchman. The Norman kings
felt and knew that lreland could wait ; no other power was
likely to attempt the enterprise of attacking it; and their
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own grip on the country was never challenged in its essen-
tials. They held the ports ; and there was no threat to their
sea-communications. They could at any time reinforce those
who were carrying on the work of conquest.

On the other hand, it is more than probable that all
Ireland would have been content to see the coast towns and
ports remaining in Norman hands, as they had been in Danish.
Scrupulous care to maintain the integrity of a country’s
soil and the security of its coast-line marks a stage of develop-
ment more advanced than Ireland had reached in the thir-
teenth century. The only strong resistance to the Norman
occupation of any port was at Limerick, which before the
Normans came was virtually the capital of Thomond ; and
even here resistance was not prolonged. Thomond lasted as
an independent kingdom till the reign of Henry VIII., but
before 1200 Limerick had passed finally into Norman pos-
session, so quietly that we cannot date the event. By 1197
it received a charter and was organised as an English city.

But the English never used their command of the sea to
effect a speedy and complete subjugation of the whole island.
Conquest proceeded mainly, as it had begun, by the private
enterprise of licensed adventurers. Ireland was conquered
by the resources of English subjects rather than by those of
the English State ; and the English kings always feared lest
some one of these great barons might conquer in his own
right. They had good reason to believe that any subject of
theirs who became an effective governor of Ireland for any
considerable period might prefer to set up an independent
sovereignty. Unable or unwilling to undertake in person the
work of extending their power throughout Ireland, they did
not supply their deputies with the resources necessary to
do the work by the best means ; nor did they leave any power-
ful man long enough securely in power to carry out the
organisation of conquest. The fear of a strong and inde-
pendent Ireland became a pernicious principle of English
state-craft.

Henry II., in 1172, and John, in 1209, came to Ireland
with a force on the scale that was used for operations in
France ; and in each case submission was all but universal.
Conquest by such means would have done at least little
material injury; but no such armament was ever at the
disposal of any of the Norman barons. In default of irresist-
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ible military force, they used what methods were available,
without considering, or being ordered to consider, the effect
upon the country which the kings of England now claimed
as part of their realm.

The mainspring of conquest was Irish dissension. Quarrels
among the invaders were the chief cause which delayed it. It
went much faster at first, for Henry 1I. asserted his authority ;
and later, when the barons showed a disposition to act as
independent potentates, John as King came over and re-
pressed this sternly. But after John’s reign control was
more lax, and strife between the new conquerors more
frequent. At the outset Norman policy succeeded so well
that by the year 1200 all the Danish ports—Dublin, Wicklow,
Arklow, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, and Limerick—were
secure bases for the conquering power. North of Dublin,
Drogheda became under the Normans an important town,
and Carrickfergus a strong fortress. John de Courcy’s prin-
cipality of Ulidia was completely subdued and organised.
So were the eastern portions of Leinster and Meath—two of
the seven great kingdoms which existed at the Norman’s
coming. The Kings of Desmond, Thomond, Connaught,
Tyrconnell, and Tyrone still retained their independence,
though Desmond’s territory was greatly curtailed. Tyrone and
Tyrconnell in the remote north were scarcely as yet touched
by Norman power ; but they were constantly at war with each
other, and in each, succession to the kingship was disputed.

Power had just passed to the two families which were to
hold it for the next four centuries. In Tyrone the O’Lough-
lins had ruled for many generations, but in 1196 Murtough
O’Loughlin was killed by his own people, and for the first
time an O’Neill came to the throne. In Tyrconnell, the
O’Muldorys and O’Canannans had furnished the rulers; but
in the year after O’Neill’s accession in Tyrone an O’Donnell
became king in Tyrconnell. Neither of these northern king-
doms was really subdued till the close of Elizabeth’s reign,
and this part of Ireland was the least affected by Norman or
English influence till the Flight of the Earls, under James L.

Connaught was, at the coming of the Normans, the strong-
est power in Ireland, and the Treaty of Windsor recognised
Rory O’Conor as High King. It was not the Normans who
deposed him : Rory found himself pushed off the throne
by a more vigorous successor, his son Conor Maenmoy, who,
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as we have seen, in 1188 was accepted as head of a league
which included the Kings of Thomond, Desmond, and Ulidia,
having for its purpose to resist the English. But next year
Conor Maenmoy was murdered at the instigation of his half-
brother, and at once four claimants for the sovereignty were
in the field—one being the old High King, Rory. The man
who succeeded finally in establishing himself was Rory’s
younger brother, Cathal Crovderg (Red Fist), and under him
the whole of Connaught remained a Gaelic kingdom till his
death in 1224.

But Crovderg was king by the power and influence of the
English. English power indeed was used both for him and
against him. At first he got support from John de Courcy
and Hugo de Lacy, who were acting at this time as inde-
pendent chiefs. But they were beaten by Crovderg’s rival,
who had the support of a man whose descendants ousted the
O’Conors from the lordship of Connaught. William de
Burgh had come to Ireland in the reign of King John and
acquired lands and power in County Limerick about Castle
Connell along the Shannon. Later, the O’Conor whom de
Burgh had set up quarrelled with his English allies, and
Crovderg, having persuaded de Burgh to change sides, was
installed by his aid. The Norman’s intention was probably
to become the power behind the throne; but Connaught
rose against de Burgh’s troops when they were billeted for
winter and killed them off in detail. Shortly after William
de Burgh died, and his heir, Richard, the real conqueror of
Connaught, was still a child.

The rise of de Burgh was rendered possible by strife
between other Normans. In 1204 de Courcy was treacher-
ously seized by his ally de Lacy. King John, taking de Lacy’s
side, banished de Courcy and transferred his principality
to his captor, and gave with it the title Earl of Ulster. Yet
within a few years John had decided that this vassal was 00
great, and his second expedition to Ireland in 1209 had for
its main purpose to reduce the de Lacys. Hugo had now
transferred his main seat of power to Carrickfergus, making
over Meath to his brother Walter.

The account of John’s progress through Ireland in 1209
enables one to see the position forty years after the first
landing of Norman troops. Thomond was in much the same
position as Connaught. Donnellmore O’Brien, the king whom
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Raymond le Gros encountered, had died in 1194, leaving many
sons and a disputed sovereignty. The third of them, who
ultimately secured it, was Donough Cairbreach, and he, like
Crovderg, owed his success to English support. Like Crovderg,
he stood by the English and they by him till his death ; and
he attended immediately at Waterford to welcome John and
do allegiance for Thomond.

We have to see what Thomond meant at this date. That
part of the O’Brien kingdom which lay between the Shannon
and Cashel, comprising most of the County Tipperary, had
been separated off by the Irish themselves fifty years before
the Norman conquest, and turned into the subkingdom of
Ormonde or East Munster. It was ruled by a separate
branch of the O’Briens. This territory had by 1209 largely
passed into English hands. Further down the left bank of the
Shannon, the present county of Limerick was always debate-
able land between the Kings of Desmond and of Thomond.
The Normans now held it ; it was here that the Geraldines,
most famous of all the Norman-Irish families, made their
first regular establishment. One grandson of Maurice
FitzGerald made his castle at Croom on the Maigue ; another
at Shanid on the hills above Foynes. Crom aboo was the
battle-cry of the house of Kildare, Skanid aboo that of
Desmond, for centuries after the northern branch had their
main seat of power at Kildare and the southern in Desmond.
The native kings of Thomond now held little more than the
present county of Clare. But Donough Cairbreach acquired
by grant from John, on condition of a yearly payment, the
castle of Carrigogunnell, about six miles below Limerick on the
left bank, with the territory adjoining.

From Waterford John moved into Leinster. This had
been Strongbow’s fief, and here alone the conquest could
with some appearance of truth claim consent from the Irish.
But Strongbow had died leaving one child. This daughter of
MacMurrough’s daughter Eva became, according to feudal law,
ward of her father’s overlord, King Henry. Henry gave her
in marriage to William, the Earl Marshal, ablest and best of
his Norman barons. William Marshal was much employed
in England and on the Continent, but for six years, from 1206
to 1213, he was in Ireland and did much good. Just below
where the Nore and Barrow join, he built a wooden bridge
connecting what are now the Kilkenny and Wexford shores ;
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and here he founded the town of New Ross, which grew rapidly
into an important trading centre. King John’s first halt in
his journey through Leinster was at New Ross, which he
probably reached by water. Thence John proceeded to
Kilkenny. Here the Earl Marshal had made the seat of his
lordship, establishing a prosperous town in what had been for
centuries a considerable ecclesiastical centre, and here he had
begun to build the one castle of southern Ireland which was
destined to escape ruin through the centuries. From Kilkenny
John went to Naas, already held by the branch of the
Geraldines who were later to become Earls of Kildare ; and so
to Dublin. So far he had met no trace of opposition : and in
Meath Walter de Lacy separated himself from his brother
and made submission. Here John was joined by Cathal
Crovderg, King of Connaught, and Donough Cairbreach, King
of Thomond, who obeyed the king’s call. The hosting marched
through Kells, Louth, and Dundalk to Carlingford, where a
castle still bears King John’s name ; and there they entered
TUlster. Hugo de Lacy retired before them, devastating the
country as he fell back on his fortress of Carrickfergus. He
did not stay to head the resistance, but took ship; the
garrison showed fight, but the attacking force was too strong.

Thus the Kings of Connaught and Thomond acted as
John’s vassals. From Tyrone, Hugh O’Neill joined John’s
host before Carrickfergus as an ally against de Lacy, who had
often attacked him ; but he refused to give hostages or
recognise the King of England in any way as his overlord.
Tyrconnell, remote in the north-west, was unaffected by John’s
coming or going.

In the south, the king made no visit to Desmond. But the
kingdom of the MacCarthys, which at the coming of the
Normans had extended from the north of Waterford across
to the mouth of the Shannon, was already greatly broken up.
Norman conquest was spreading in it from three bases—
Waterford in the east, Cork in the south, Limerick in the west.
There was, however, as yet no single great Norman holding
in Desmond. Powers, Barrys, Roches, and Condons (origin-
ally Cantetons) secured estates and built castles along the
valleys of the Blackwater and Lee. In West Cork and Kerry
the MacCarthys still ruled over the original clans, among
whom the O’Sullivans and other tribes, driven out by Normans
from the eastern territory, pushed in and settled.
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In Desmond, as in Connaught and Thomond, there were
rival candidates for kingship, and here too the English were
called in to support rival claimants. In 1215 many English
strongholds were built in Kerry and West Cork, especially
along the numerous havens. In this way the Geraldine lords
of Shanid established themselves in the extreme south-west—
coming in as allies of one side in the internal wars and getting
lands for payment.

But in the first ten years of the thirteenth century neither
the northern nor the southern Geraldines were in the first
rank of these semi-independent feudal lords who governed
great territories, appointing their own courts, and exercising
almost every power of absolute monarchy. Nor was there
yet any indication of the importance which would be attained
by the descendants of Theobald Walter, who came to Ireland
with John at John’s first visit to the country. Theobald was
his botelier, or butler, a leading officer of the household, and he
got large grants of land in the region north of the Suir about
Carrick. This was the beginning of the Butler influence,
which was to spread from East Munster into the territory
about Kilkenny, in John’s day occupied by the Earl Marshal.
For Strongbow’s successors, like Strongbow himself, failed to
transmit their possessions to male heirs. William Marshal
had five sons by Strongbow’s daughter, and all grew up to be
men : yet not one of the five left a son to succeed him. There
were many daughters, and consequently the great Leinster
fief was broken up and distributed in many marriage portions ;
some of which came into the possession of the Butlers, who
ultimately acquired a territory as great as that which Dermot
MacMurrough transmitted to Strongbow.

It is necessary to understand one effect of feudal law. As
King of Leinster, MacMurrough was head of a territory that
passed intact to his successor. As Lord of Leinster, vassal to
the King of England, Strongbow owned a dominion liable to
be broken up without any reference to the will of his subjects.
De Courcy and de Lacy, in so far as they replaced the King of
Ulidia and the King of Meath, were in the same position.

The effect of this feudal law was in England to promote
national unity. The sovereign in England was generally
resident in the country, and, as time went on, was so more and
more continuously; the sovereignty became a mnational
institution, and the break-up of the petty principalities
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consolidated the nation. But in Ireland the sovereignty was
alien and external ; the break-up of the larger umits into
which Ireland was divided meant only the creation of many
smaller units, because the central government had onlya
nominal authority over most of Ireland ; it was not strong
enough to bind together. It will be seen later that Norman-
Irish and Irish alike came to resent and resist this
disintegrating operation of the hereditary principle under
feudal rule.

The first of the great families to disappear was that of the
Marshals. At John’s death, the Earl Marshal was the most
powerful man in Ireland, and his son William succeeded him
as Barl, and lived till 1231, holding great power both in
England and Ireland. His brother Richard, succeeding him,
found great opposition at Court, and an attempt was made to
withhold his Irish lands from him. He came over in revolt
and attempted to recover them by the sword, but was treach-
erously slain at a conference summoned to meet at the
Curragh of Kildare, where he maintained the fight single-
handed for hours against a host. His three surviving brothers
succeeded each other in the earldom ; but in 1245 the last
of them died, and there was no male of the name left. So
ended the Marshals.

The de Lacys were the next to go under. They incurred
forfeiture from King John; but were restored to their
possessions in Meath and Ulster. But in 1243 Hugo de
Lacy died without an heir, and his inheritance passed to
the house which in this century made the most surprising
advance—that of the de Burghs, whose history must be
resumed.

When, in 1209, Crovderg O’Conor went to Carrickfergus
in John’s hosting, he established a claim to protection in his
rights. But he was naturally anxious, and in 1215 he secured
a charter which confirmed to him the sovereignty over all
Connaught, except Athlone, which the Normans had recognised
as the most important strategic point in central Ireland. He
may possibly, however, have become aware that John had
in the same year granted to the young Richard de Burgh “ all
the land of Connaught which William his father held of the
king.” However, while Crovderg lived, Richard de Burgh
could not openly attempt to shake his possession. On
Crovderg’s death, in 1224, his eldest son, Hugh, succeeded ;



RISE OF THE GERALDINES AND DE BURGHS 111

but, as before, there were rival claimants, and one of them got
help from O’Neill and was set up, driving out Crovderg’s
son who now appealed to the English for help, in virtue of
his father’s fidelity to them. For a while support was given ;
William Marshal, then Justiciar, was a man of honour. When
he fell from office, the policy changed ; Hugh O’Conor was
ordered to surrender the land which he held by the king’s
grant to his father, on condition of good service. Hugh, very
naturally distrusting the court to which alone he could appeal
against such a forfeiture, went into revolt. English forces
marched into Connaught, and in the upshot twenty-five
cantreds (a.cantred is 100 townlands) were granted to de
Burgh, while the king retained five cantreds along the Shannon,
roughly equivalent to the modern county of Roscommon.
Most of what is now County Galway was mastered and owned
by Richard de Burgh : the seat of his power was at Loughrea,
in the district called after him Clan Rickard; and in 1232
he built a castle at Galway, rebuilt it when destroyed, and
established the town.

The Annalists record in detail how after Hugh O’Conor’s
death, two sons of Rory O’Conor, the last High King, fought
each other while the Norman extended his conquests. In a
brief interval, during which Richard de Burgh fell from
favour, Felim, son of Crovderg, was chosen as the English
candidate for kingship and recognised as king of the whole
province. Ultimately, however, after a campaign in which
de Burgh took the leading part, Felim O’Conor was forced to
accept the title of King of Connaught, but with possession
only of the five cantreds in Roscommon ; and these he held
only at the king’s pleasure.

Richard de Burgh was now lord of far more land in
Connaught than the nominal king of the province governed.
Under the protection of his castle in Galway the city begam to
grow and the port to develop its trade. In the extreme west,
Irish rule lasted ; the O’Flaherties held Connemara, the
O’Malleys the Mayo seaboard and islands. But over the rest
of Connaught de Burgh created subordinate lordships in the
feudal fashion, granting lands to other lords, who frequently
regranted them. Thus he granted virtually the whole of
Sligo to Hugo de Lacy (probably in fulfilment of some
compact for support, since de Lacy had an old claim com-
peting with de Burgh’s). De Lacy regranted half of it to
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Maurice FitzGerald, Baron of Offaly, who had by this time
risen to great power, and was Justiciar from 1232 to 1245.

Whatever Richard de Burgh granted to de Lacy came back
to his own family. Hisson Walter married de Lacy’s daughter,
and after de Lacy’s death was possessed of her inheritance.
Finally, in 1264, Walter became Earl of Ulster, as well as
lord of the greater part of Connaught.

Thus by the middle of the thirteenth century an enormous
proportion of the English power in Ireland had fallen to two
houses, the northern and southern Geraldines, who upon the
whole acted in alliance, and the de Burghs; the strength of
the Geraldines lying in Leinster and Munster, that of the
de Burghs in Connaught. From 1264 on, the de Lacy in-
heritance in eastern Ulster made the de Burghs decisively
predominant.

During this period the Irish kingdoms of Tyrone, Tyr-
connell, and Thomond were still independent ; and in Desmond
the MacCarthys were fighting hard to drive back the Norman
encroachments. But as yet there was no general combina-
tion among the Irish. While Richard de Burgh was con-
quering the southern part of Connaught, the ruler of Tyr-
connell was cutting into the province from the north.
Donnellmore O’Donnell, who died in 1241, is said to have been
Lord of Tyrconnell, Fermanagh, and Lower Connaught as
far as the Curlew mountains, and of Oriel from the plain
northwards. This would have given him a territory covering
Leitrim and part of Monaghan, as well as Donegal and Fer-
managh. As a rule, when O’Donnell was strong, O’Neill was
weak. But Donnellmore’s successor helped Brian O’Neill
to resume the sovereignty of Tyrone, expelling a MacLoughlin
who had for a brief while regained it. Evidently an alliance
between O’Neills and O’Donnells was contemplated.

Yhey had, in truth, a joint interest in resisting the English.
In 1242 Maurice FitzGerald, then Justiciar, using the territory
granted him by de Lacy in Sligo for a base, had pushed across
the Erne into Tyrconnell and compelled O’Donnell to give
him hostages. Five years later FitzGerald led another
expedition which sought not only to cross the Erne but to
hold and fortify the passage ; and O’Donnell in opposing him
was slain. Next year a similar bridgehead across the Bann
was established leading into Tyrone; the old dominions of
the Northern Hy Neill, now the chief stronghold of Gaelic
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power, were threatened both from east and west. For several
years in succession Tyrconnell or Tyrone or both were invaded
with varying fortune by the Normans.

There was now, however, a strong reaction all over Ireland.
In the south, Fineen MacCarthy carried war into all the English
strongholds throughout West Cork. In Connaught, Felim
O’Conor’s son Hugh took the lead and attacked the English
again and again. In Tyrconnell, Godfrey O’Donnell, Brian
O’Neill’s ally, destroyed FitzGerald’s castle at Belleek by the
ford of the Erne and pushed down as far as Sligo, which he
burnt. But he had to fight his way home, and was killed in
the fighting. His death was plainly a blow to the combina-
tion now in progress among the Gaels. In the next year
Teige O’Brien of Thomond, with Hugh O’Conor, made a joint
march with their forces to Caeluisce (Narrow Water) on the
Erne, where Brian O’Neill of Tyrone met them by appoint-
ment. At this assembly all the nobles present ““ gave the
supreme authority to Brian O’Neill.”” But Godfrey O’Donnell’s
successor was not present. Tyrconnell took no part in this
notable attempt to revive the High Kingship in a real form,
when both O’Conor and O’Brien for the common good set
aside their hereditary pretensions to the High Kingship.

Fate continued adverse, and Teige O’Brien died before the
plan matured. There was no contingent from Thomond,
when in 1260 Brian O’Neill marched into County Down, a
centre of English settlement, allied with a Connaught force
under Hugh O’Conor. A battle took place outside the city
of Down, in which Brian fell and with him many nobles of
Ulster and Connaught. There were immediate consequences.
Thomond was attacked by the Geraldines; Connaught by de
Burgh ; and Tyrone by Donnell Oge, the reigning O’Donnell.
The Irish king was much more successful in his onslaught
upon Irish power than either of the great Anglo-Normans.

Yet the spirit of resistance to conquest was unbroken. In
1261 a force of unusual magnitude was led against Fineen
MacCarthy by the Justiciar, supported by all the barons of
Munster, but especially John FitzGerald, Seneschal of Munster,
head of the southern Geraldines. A rival claimant to Fineen
MacCarthy’s principality formed, as usual, part of the invading
army. The forces met at Callann, in the glen of the Roughty
River, which flows out at Kenmare. John FitzGerald was
slain, as well as his son Maurice, with eight barons and twenty-
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five knights. It was a tremendous victory, and the victor
went on to destroy a dozen castles from Macroom to Killorglin.
But in the next year, attacking Ringrone fort on Kinsale
Harbour, Fineen met his death. The conquest of Desmond
was, however, definitely prevented. It only fell to the Earls
of Desmond by sheer inability of the Irish in it to accept only
one of themselves as ruler. When the Geraldines of Desmond
had, by repeated intermarriage and alliance, come to be almost
on the same footing as the other chiefs, their lordship was
accepted by all the Irish of Desmond ; but this country was
never Anglicised.

Thus there was sporadic war over all Ireland, in which the
Irish were by no means always worsted. When Art O’Melagh-
lin, descendant of the line which had furnished so many High
Kings and still ruled a district in the west of Meath, died in
1285, it is recorded of him that he had destroyed twenty-seven
English castles. Combined action of the English ought to
have made this impossible, and combination was far easier
for them than for the Irish, in the state to which Ireland had
been brought after a hundred years of war with the Normans.
Richard de Burgh, the Red Earl, who succeeded to Earl
Walter in 1271, became lord of land that stretched from Gal-
way to Carrickfergus. The Geraldine territory was even
more extensive, though not united in one hand. No Irish
kingdom of that period was equal in extent to either of these ;
and both had the power of England behind them against any
Irish enemy. But the Geraldines were constantly neutralis-
ing the de Burgh force, exactly as Tyrone and Tyrconnell
neutralised each other.

It has to be remembered that Ireland was only a degree
more than the rest of Europe the prey to the curse of private
war and strife between petty principalities. Yet the evolution
toward a unifying central rule must have been slower in Ireland
than in those parts of Europe .which kept some mernory of the
Roman system. Hardly anywhere else was the spirit of local
resistance to any central control so strong ; and the English
conquerors, while distracting Ireland with their own dissen-
sions, found their account in fostering those of the Irish.

It was only too easy a game to play. Tyrconnell and
Tyrone, the freest from English influence, were perpetually
at strife : and the minor states of Ulster grew in importance
as the greater ones weakened each other. The MacMahons of
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Oriel and the Maguires of Fermanagh inflicted defeat more
than once on O’Donnell or O'Neill. In Connaught there
were worse and worse disputes over the succession, with con-
stant killings. Irishmen began to realise that the Norman-
English principles of transmitting power according to a fixed
rule of descent had its advantages; and they invented a
device for preserving to the clan its power of choosing a head
whom the clan thought fit for sovereignty, and yet avoiding
strife on a disputed succession. This was the institution of
tanistry, according to which the ruler’s successor was chosen
from the ruling family while the ruler still lived. One man
thus became the acknowledged heir. Unhappily, it fre-
quently happened that opposition to the chosen tanist was set
up as soon as he sought to assume power.

It is clear that the Irish social order had been too com-
pletely broken up to be restored in the face of any difficulty—
perhaps too far to be restored at all; for the pressure of a
common danger is often the best cement, and this pressure
did not unite Ireland. A complete effective and unifying
conquest would have been as great a gain to Ireland as it was
to England ; for there is no doubt that the Anglo-Normans
were as much superior in civilisation to the Irish as were
the Normans to the English and the Welsh a hundred years
earlier.

Yet what the Normans had done in England the English
wholly failed to do in Ireland; they never identified them-
selves with the country. Geraldines and de Burghs became
Irish in the course of years; but the government remained
alien. It is true that under English rule the growth of towns
was fostered ; much also was spent on church-building and
the foundation of monastic establishments. But it was the
policy to keep the citizenship of towns English so far as was
possible, and to restrict thereby the country’s commerce to
English hands. In the Church, all high dignities were reserved
for the foreigner ; St Laurence O’Toole had no Irish successor
in his archbishopric for centuries. The common religion
actually became a means of disunion. Again, in the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries university life was developing with
great rapidity ; and nowhere more rapidly than in England
under Norman rule: but no counterpart to Oxford and
Cambridge was established in Ireland. Yet Ireland was a
country avid of literary culture.
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Aboveall, and worst of all, whereas in England the Normans
ultimately based their codes of justice on English law, the
English in Ireland repudiated Irish law altogether ; and the
English law which they introduced presented to the Irish its
penalties but not its protection. English policy could not
bring itself to accept the principle that Irishmen and English-
men should have equal rights before a Court. As early as
the reign of John, there were justices holding assize courts in
those towns and districts held directly by the Crown; but
there is no ground for believing that an Irishman could bring
his plea to them. In the territories granted to the great
barons each lord dispensed justice through his own officers ;
there was no settled and uniform system of law imposed by
the Crown. Where Irish rulers still held sway, in the west
of Desmond, in Thomond, in parts of Connaught, in Tyr-
sonnell, in Tyrone, the Brehon law still governed society, and
its principles and practice appear to have been the same and
well recognised in all regions.

In short, the reason why Ireland would not, as England
did, settle down under the rule of invaders, is to be found
in the character which that rule assumed, and not in any
special unwillingness to accept foreign sovereignty, nor in
a dislike to the idea of central monarchy. In 1263, after the
failure to restore the High Kingship, the Irish nobles sent
emissaries to King Hakon of Norway, who was then off the
Hebrides with a fleet. They offered to accept him as their
High King. Hakon was dissuaded from accepting the offer
and from trying to do for the Irish what they could not or
would not do for themselves. Fifty years later, as will be seen,
they made the same appeal to another quarter and were not
refused. But in the latter part of the thirteenth century the
movement towards a national resistance, shown in the recogni-
tion of Brian O’Neill as High King, ceased to make itself felt.
The English power extended itself, and Ireland apparently
acquiesced.



CHAPTER XI
THE BEGINNINGS OF THE IRISH PARLIAMENT

In times of personal rule a strong ruler is nearly always
better than a weak one, and the strong reign of Edward I. was
on the whole beneficent for Ireland. One great object pre-
occupied him—to bring all Great Britain under a single power
and one system of government. Ireland was held for him,
and since he could not reinforce those who held it, he left them
to grow as powerful as they could. Under this policy there
took place a great development in the strength of those
Norman houses whose members were in the true sense colonists,
identifying themselves with the country of their adoption.
Edward I. did not fear great subjects, and under him the
Earldom of Ulster became almost a kingdom : the two
Geraldine houses were only less than the de Burghs in import-
ance : and the Butlers came up into the same class.

All of these great nobles were bent on superseding the
Irish rulers ; but they had no plan of extirpation : they were
content that the Irish chiefs should bear rule under them,
and deliberately as matter of policy they crossed the bloods.
De Burghs and Geraldines intermarried again and again with
the native race. Naturally, the native lords resented, and
resisted their own subjugation ; but there is little evidence
that this feeling was shared by the people who accepted the
new rulers as their own chiefs. Another conquest was
silently proceeding, and Ireland was absorbing and assimilat-
ing to itself this new element of strength.

When, in 1264 Walter de Burgh became Earl of Ulster,
uniting in one hand most of Connaught and a third of Ulster,
the FitzGeralds at once resented this tremendous accession
of power to their old rivals. A conference was held at Athlone,
at which the Lord Justice and Felim O’Conor, King of Con-
naught, were present, and there was an attempt to secure
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peace. But war broke out in spite of the agreement, and the
Earl of Ulster took all the castles that FitzGerald possessed
in Connaught, burned his manors, and plundered his people.
Attempt was made by the native princes to curb this en-
croaching power. The O’Conors combined with forces from
Thomond and inflicted a heavy defeat upon Earl Walter in
1270 at Athanchip, near Carrick-on-Shannon. Next year the
Earl died, and his son Richard, the Red Earl, succeeded. For
forty years he was the chief man in Ireland. Yet the de
Burgh power was continually counterbalanced by that of the
Geraldines. Both houses grew at the expense of the native
dynasties, but grew through alliances with them. Their
intervention decided the fate of Irish kingdoms.

At the time of the Red Earl’s accession, Donnell Oge
O’Donnell was the strongest of the Irish kings. His country
Tyrconnell was always at strife on its borders with Tyrone to
the south and east, Connaught to the south and west. It
suited the de Burghs to see the Irish weakened in Connaught,
and Hugh Boy O’Neill, lord of Tyrone since the death of
Brian at the Battle of Down, was their ally. Donnell
O’Donnell, probably for this reason, left Tyrone untouched
and directed his energies towards Connaught. Hugh O’Conor,
who defeated Earl Walter at Athanchip, died in 1274, and
another period of disputed sovereignty gave O’Donnell his
chance. He pushed south into Connaught, subjugating most
of it and all Brefny; from Brefny he extended his power
eastward, south of Tyrone, till he was master of Oriel also.
But when in 1281 he invaded Tyrone in force with large con-
tingents from Connaught, Hugh Boy O’Neill, assisted by the
*“ English of Ulster,” that is, the Red Earl’s people, defeated
and slew him. Two years later, when Hugh Boy was trying
to win for himself what Donnell O’Donnell had won, the Mac-
Mahons of Oriel routed his force and he perished. Thus there
was no strong king left in either Ulster or Connaught, and in
1286 the Red Earl “led a great army into Connaught and
obtained sway in every place through which he passed, and
took the hostages of all Connaught. He then brought the
Connacians with him and took the hostages of the Kinel
Connell and Kinel Owen.” This complete conquest of
northern Ireland was more than any Norman ruler had yet
achieved.

The true seat of Earl Richard’s power was in Ulidia, where
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he resided, and he left the west to be controlled by his father’s
brother, William Liath (the Grey) de Burgh, asserting his
own supremacy in the traditional Irish fashion by appearing
from time to time at the head of an army and exacting his
dues. Yet his grip on Connaught was not complete. In
1289 and again in 1293 he was stopped in a hosting and
forced to turn back. Those who opposed the de Burghs
could always look for help from the Geraldines.

The Irish kingdom of Thomond became in this period a
cockpit for the strife of these contending Norman-Irish powers,
or rather of the factions in Thomond which they supported.
But a new English power had been established in the country
itself. In 1275 Edward I. once more granted the O’Brien’s
kingdom to an English lord, Richard de Clare. Geraldine
influence was behind this : de Clare’s wife was a sister of
Maurice FitzGerald. The next thing to be done was to raise
an expedition with which to make the grant effective. De
Clare raised one and got with it as far as Cork. Others to
whom Thomond was granted had done the same a hundred
years earlier and afterwards. But de Clare found, as prob-
ably the Geraldines had told him that he would find, a back-
ing in Thomond itself. Brian Roe O’Brien was driven out of
his kingdom in 1276 by a surprise attack in favour of a rival
elaimant Turlough, who had been with the force that defeated
Earl Walter de Burgh in 1270 at Athanchip. But sides are
changed rapidly in such conditions, and the de Burghs in
Clanricarde were now allied to Turlough.

Brian Roe made his way to Cork, met de Clare, and formed
a compact under which de Clare was to have all the land lying
along the Shannon from Limerick to the River Fergus, in
return for his help to put Brian back in power. The com-
bined forces succeeded, and de Clare immediately set to con-
structing a strong castle at Bunratty, six miles west of
Limerick—the first Norman castle in Clare, and one which
figures often in history.

Turlough with his party now appealed to the de Burghs
for assistance and got it. De Clare and Brian were defeated
in a battle in which Lady de Clare’s brother, a Geraldine, lost
his life. Brian returned with the beaten army to Bunratty ;
and here, it is said, at the instigation of the Geraldines, de
Clare, blaming him for the defeat, caused him to be torn in
pieces by horses.
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This was no hopeful beginning for the de Clares; and
though only three years later we find a son of Brian Roe
accepting help from the man who thus massacred his father,
yet the de Clares were not destined to hold their ground in
Thomond, nor the Geraldines to obtain influence in this
country which would have linked up Desmond, the southern
Geraldine principality, to the even more important lordship of
the allied branch which centred about Kildare. They con-
trived, however, for nearly fifty years to keep Thomond weak
by fostering perpetual internecine wars between rival claimants
among the O’Briens.

It was a very important moment in the history of the
Geraldines when Gerald FitzMaurice, fourth Baron of Offaly,
died without issue in 1287. The barony passed by English
law to his father’s first cousin John, known as FitzThomas.
But the huge estates passed mainly to female heirs: the
Geraldine dominion was to be broken up by process of English
law. FitzThomas insisted that it should be kept together as
if it were an independent Irish kingdom, and that all the lands
should pass with the title. He succeeded, either by threats
or by bargains, in inducing the female heirs, his cousins, to
transfer their inheritances to him. This is the first of several
important instances in which the Norman Irish lords and their
armed retainers insisted upon holding together the family
possessions and transferring them from one male ruler to
another ; a departure from the English usage which shows
how separate from England these Irish lords were fast
becoming.

The same was to happen in the de Burgh line: but at
this point the Red Earl was chiefly concerned to check the
Geraldine power, and he fiercely opposed the transfer of the
lands. His claim to do so lay in the fact that he now repre-
sented the de Lacys, who were overlords of the Geraldines,
because much of the Geraldine land had been granted to them
by earlier de Lacys. War arose out of the quarrel, and in
1294 FitzThomas captured the Red Earl and attacked Con-
naught. “Yet though the Geraldines desolated the province
they acquired no power over it,” the Annals say. The de
Burgh hold was too strong ; and Edward 1. retained enough
authority in Ireland to order the Red Earl’s release. He
wanted peace among his subjects in Ireland, for he needed
their help elsewhere, and in 1297 both the Red Earl and Fitz-
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Thomas were in Scotland with his army. Again in 1302 and
1303 the Norman-Irish nobles accompanied Edward in his
northern war. No movement of revolt appeared in Ireland
despite the withdrawal of both leaders and forces, and the
Irish annals show less record of local wars for these years.
The rule which then existed in Ireland was apparently neither
weak nor disliked, and the movement towards a mnational
resistance shown when Brian O’Neill was recognised as High
King had apparently ceased to be felt.

It should be noted also that in the thirteenth century
many Irish students began to resort to Oxford—a beginning
of new ties which reasonable policy should have fostered, but
which after a period was checked.

Perhaps, however, the wisest thing which Edward I. did
was to select a capable man, Sir John Wogan, as Justiciar,
and leave him in power. He wasg appointed in 1295, at the
moment when FitzZThomas had the Red Earl a prisoner, and
he remained in office seventeen years.

The first Irish parliament was held in 1297 under Wogan’s
administration. Brought into being by direct act of the
Crown, and not through an Act of the English Parliament,
it had the same status as that of England : it was not sub-
ordinate to, but co-ordinate with, the Parliament at West-
minster. It was, however, a parliament of the English only—
that is, of those who represented English law ; though certainly
the great Anglo-Irish lords must by this time have been using
Brehon law in dealing with their Irish subjects. An excep-
tion should be made in regard to the bishops, all of whom
were summoned to sit as lords spiritual ; and the bishops of
sees in the unconquered districts were still native Irishmen.
All barons were summoned individually ; and the sheriff of
each county or seneschal of each liberty was ordered to
cause two knights to be elected from his district. In the
next parliament, that of 1300, cities and boroughs were also
represented.

The organisation of Ireland into counties had been begun
by King John, and had proceeded gradually. Kildare, which
had been a ““ liberty,” had only recently been made a county.
But the area of Ireland which was shire-ground under county
administration, and visited by justices holding courts for the
Crown, was not above a half. In the liberties everything was
done in the name of the lord of the liberty ; the seneschal
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was his chief officer. Strongbow’s fief had been broken into
three liberties, Wexford, Carlow, and Kilkenny, of which
the last had passed by purchase to the Butlers. In Meath a
branch of de Lacys still ruled. Roscommon was a separate
county with a royal castle in it ; the rest of Connaught ranked
as one unit, Ulster as another : and throughout this area,
wherever English law ran, it was administered in the Earl of
Ulster’s name ; the courts were his courts. In Desmond the
Geraldine lords exercised the same palatine jurisdiction.

The laws enacted by the parliament of 1297 were mainly
directed to the preservation of the peace and the restriction
of private war. Orders were also issued for the clearing of
roads and restoration of bridges. An enactment forbidding
Englishmen to dress and wear their hair after the Irish
fashion shows how strongly already assimilation had set in
—and how completely it was opposed to English policy, even
under s6 wise a ruler as Edward I. But there was also a law
passed against the attacking any Irishman who was at peace.
This early legislation recognised a state of border war as
permanent ; but it sought to establish decent order within
the borders.

The reign of Edward I. may be held to mark the com-
pletest degree of conquest reached by the English power in
its first and purely feudal stage of development. No region
in Ireland was wholly free : Thomond was dominated by the
de Clares, Tyrone and T'yrconnell by the Earl of Ulster. But
the spirit of resistance was still quite unsubdued.



CHAPTER XII
THE INVASION OF THE BRUCES

Uron Edward I.’s death in 1307 his weak and youthful
successor inherited on the whole a peaceful Ireland ; and it
remained at peace till the justiciar Wogan died in 1312,
Then things changed radically. Edward I1.’s conduct of the
Scottish wars came to final disaster at Bannockburn in June
1314. Next year Edward Bruce invaded Ireland with a
strong army of the best soldiers in the two islands. It is
said that he was invited by the de Lacys. In the absence of
a male heir their fief of Meath was to revert temporarily to
the power of the Crown, and to be disposed of at the Crown’s
discretion with the hand of the female heir. They also, like
the Geraldines, preferred the Irish custom of tanistry, in which
amalesuccessor was at oncechosen ; and they declared against
English law. But the episode is uncertain, as was the attitude
of the de Lacys when Brucelanded. The important invitation
came to Bruce from the Irish kings themselves ; it was sent
by Donnell O’Neill, lord of Tyrone, acting as their leader and
spokesman.

The grounds for this action were set out in a remarkable
document. We now speak of an appeal to the public con-
science of Europe: O’Neill addressed a letter to the Pope,
as the spiritual head of the Church, before which English and
Irish were theoretically equal.

The appeal recognised at once that Pope Adrian had
authorised Henry II. to undertake the conquest of Ireland.
O’Neill explained this by Adrian’s nationality—‘‘ English
prejudice blinding his vision.” But O’Neill’s justification
for Ireland’s revolt was based really on the barbarous character
of the English conquest and the injustice of the rule’set up.

“ By their acts of low false cunning they have so far
prevailed against us that after having violently expelled us,
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without regard to the authority of any superior power, from
our spacious habitations and patrimonial inheritance, they
have compelled us to repair in the hope of saving our lives
to mountains, swamps, bare places, and to the caves of the
rocks . . . asserting that we have no right to any free dwell-
ing place in Ireland, but that the whole country belongs of
right entirely to themselves alone.

“ For want of a fit ruling authority, we look in vain for
the correction and redress of these evils.”

Thus the argument pursued is not that the Pope had no
right to authorise the conquest, but rather that the English
conquerors had not fulfilled the conditions of the Papal Bull.
They had destroyed where they were sent to civilise. They
had curtailed and plundered the Church. * Our bishops are
indiscriminately arrested, yet are so slavishly timid that they
never venture to complain to Your Holiness.” As to the
people, “ they have deprived them of the written laws accord-
ing to which they have been governed for the most part in
the past, and have introduced infamous new laws.” Then
follow detailed grounds of complaint :

1. Every Irishman may be summoned at law, but no
Irishman except a bishop may summon another person before
an English court.

2. No penalty is enforced for killing an Irishman ; rather,
the slayer is rewarded if the slain is noble.

3. An Irishwoman who marries an Englishman, if she
survives him, loses one-third of what she would have in-
herited if she were not Irish.

4. No Irishman’s will is allowed to stand good at English
law.

5. The religious communities who dwell ““in the land of
peace among the English ” are prohibited from receiving any
but Englishmen among them.

6. Many perfidious murders have been committed on
guests. It is generally asserted that to kill an Irishman is
no more than to kill a dog—and even monks have been known
to say this and make it good in arms. The whole English
population in Ireland, acting on these principles, regard it as
allowable to take anything they can from any Irishman.

After what has been thus summarised comes a notable
passage :

“It is these people who by their deceitful scheming have
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alienated us from the monarchs of England, hindering us,
to the great detriment of the king and the realm, from holding
our lands, which are our own by every rightful title, as
voluntary tenants immediately under these princes, between
whom and us they are sowing everlasting discords (especially
between brothers and kinsmen) to get possession of our
lands.”

O’Neill complains that a letter had been addressed to the
king in council praying that the Irish princes should hold their
land directly of him “according to the Bull of Adrian,” or
that he should himself divide the land * according to some
reasonable method ” between them and the English invaders.
No answer had been returned. ¢ We must therefore defend
what the king has totally failed to secure to us.”” As the best
means of defence he told the Pope that they had “ resigned
their right >’ to Edward Bruce—accepting him as their over-
lord.

The Pope forwarded this letter to Edward II., saying that
if the allegations were true (and he said it in such a way as to
imply that he had no doubt) the king should enforce a just and
speedy correction of all the grievances : ‘‘ thus removing all
grounds of just complaint, that so the Irish people may render
you the obedience due to their lord, or, if they be disposed
to persist in foolish rebellion, they may convert their cause
to a matter of open injustice, while you stand excused before
God and man.”

Apparently, then, the Irish did not regard the conquest
as necessarily iniquitous or intolerable; but they insisted
that a conqueror was bound to recognise rights in the con-
quered. It is at all events clear that European opinion
as represented by the Pope regarded the King of England as
rightfully in possession of Ireland, but was ready to admit
that the Irish princes and people might have just cause to
rebel. If their grievances were removed, England’s title to
over-rule held good.

As it was natural that the Irish princes should address
their remonstrances to the Pope, so it was natural that they
should look to Bruce for assistance. He, as lord of a weaker
kingdom, had inflicted crushing defeat on the power of England:
revenge would certainly be attempted, and his interest would
prompt him to weaken England when and where he could.
Moreover, to the Irish he was no stranger : he spoke a Gaelic
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nearer to theirs than his English was to that of London ; he
traced his descent to Fergus MacErc, and through Fergus to
Niall of the Nine Hostages and beyond.

More than this, throughout the thirteenth century Scot-
land had been supplying soldiery for Irish wars. As early
as 1213 the Earl of Athol and the chief of the MacDonnells
came to the north of Ireland, and after plundering Derry they
joined with the English of Ulidia to erect the castle of Coleraine.
But the introduction of Scottish troops on a large scale was
developed by the Irish. In 1247 a MacSorley fell fighting for
O’Donnell against Maurice FitzGerald at the Erne. In 1259,
after the meeting of Caeluisce, when the league under Brian
O’Neill was planned, Hugh O’°Conor of Connaught married
a MacDonnell and brought home with her a band of eight-
score fighting men. These were the first of the Gall-Oglaigh
or foreign soldiers, who were known to the English as Gallo-
glasses. Maintenance of them became a regular institution.
Up till this the Irish had no standing armies, and these body-
guards formed the nucleus of a permanent force.

Thus the Scots, especially in Ulster, were scarcely more
alien than the men of one Irish province to another. Yet
when Bruce landed at Larne, Ireland was in no way ready to
rise in his support. Donnell O’Neill, indeed, joined him at
once : but Felim O’Conor, King of Connaught, marched with
his army to join the Red Earl, who was preparing resistance.
Meanwhile the Scots with O’Neill pushed through County
Antrim to Lough Neagh, and thence moved for the Gap of the
North or Moiry Pass, leading through the mountains to Dun-
dalk. Here they were opposed by two lesser Irish chiefs
who stood by the Earl of Ulster. Bruce forced his way
through, destroyed Dundalk and ravaged the country to
Ardee, where he burnt a church full of huddling refugees.
Between Ardee and the Boyne, the Red Earl and Felim had
joined forces with the king’s army under Sir Edmund Butler,
who was Justiciar. Bruce, by O’'Neill’s advice, decided to
retreat northwards into the friendly county of Tyrone; and
the Red Earl, seeing what he took for a sign of weakness in
the enemy, told the Justiciar that he needed no help in his
own territory. But hefailed to bring Bruce to battle, and the
rival armies moved by different routes to Coleraine, where they
looked at each other across the Bann. Meanwhile, Bruce
conveyed messages to Felim O’Conor, offering him the whole
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kingdom of Connaught if he would abandon the Earl. At
the same time Felim’s rival, Rory O’Conor, came to Bruce
asking for support. Bruce promised it on condition that
Felim should be unmolested. Rory O’Conor went back to
the west and caused himself to be inaugurated king. At
news of this Felim made for his own country; but he was
opposed on the way, and gave up the struggle for the moment.
Thus the Red Earl’s forces were weakened, and Connaught
had broken away from him. Bruce, having contrived to
cross the Bann, followed the Earl, now in retreat before him,
and at Connor, in County Down, defeated him completely.
Sir William Liath de Burgh, the Earl’s representative in
Connaught, was made prisoner. All eastern Ulster was now
at Bruce’s mercy, except Carrickfergus, where the garrison
held out.

In November the invaders marched through Dundalk
into Meath, and at Kells scattered an English army under
Roger de Mortimer. Then, having ravaged westward as far
as Granard on the Shannon, Bruce pushed into Leinster,
plundering and destroying. In January 1316, Butler the
Justiciar, with John FitzThomas the Geraldine lord of Offaly,
and Power, lord of Kilkenny, opposed him at Ardscull, near
Athy ; but their force broke up in disorder. In February
Bruce led his troops back to Ulster, and in the following May
was crowned King of Ireland at Dundalk.

By this time there were risings in all quarters. O’Byrnes
and O’Tooles descended east and west from the Wicklow hills,
O’Mores devastated the English settlements about Leix. The
Red Earl, driven out of Ulster, fell back on Connaught ; but he
was “ without sway and power in Ireland this year.” Mean-
time, in Connaught, O’Conors were fighting one another
until the dispossessed Felim, with support of the English from
County Galway, chief among whom was de Bermingham of
Athenry, defeated and slew Rory. Felim then turned
against his English allies, and attempted to make himself sole
master of the province and shake off English rule. But
William the Grey de Burgh had secured release from captivity,
and now joined de Bermingham to oppose Felim and the
league which he was forming. At Athenry, on 10th August
13186, settlers and natives of Connaught confronted each other,
and the settlers won : the O’Conor ruling stock was almost
wiped out.
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It is remarkable that neither Bruce nor his ally O’Neill
should have been able to push across to support this strong
movement of the west. Probably the explanation lies in the
attitude of Tyrconnell and its king, always a check on O’Neill ;
O’Donnell took no part in this war, except that while the
O’Conors were busy, he raided into northern Connaught and
destroyed Sligo.

In the close of 1316 Robert Bruce in person joined his army,
and in February 1317 the two brothers moved south into
Meath and threatened Dublin. In the panic the citizens of
Dublin threw the Earl of Ulster into prison. The fact that
his daughter was wife to Robert Bruce is sufficient to account
for their action: he had failed completely against Bruce ;
men suspect treachery in every failure when the enemy is at
their gates.

The Scots came as far as Castleknock, and the citizens
fired the suburbs to prevent a lodgment of the attackers in
them, and Bruce withdrew. At this period the reduction of
any walled town was extremely difficult ; masonry was fully
developed, artillery very primitive. Carrickfergus had held
out for a year, and only fell by starvation : it was the one
siege that the Bruces attempted. But the whole country lay
open to them, and they plundered it to Kilkenny, thence to
Cashel and to Nenagh. Limerick and Thomond tempted
them, but Murtough O’Brien stood by the English and they
got no further than Castle Connell. Here news reached them
that the English Government had reinforced its supporters ;
a strong army under Roger Mortimer had landed at Youghal.
Robert Bruce retreated to his own kingdom. TUnder him, as
under his brother, the Scots had gained the name of the worst
pillagers that Ireland had known. Their depredations were
no doubt greatly caused by a fact which made the plunder-
ing all the more cruel : 1316 and 1317 were years almost of
famine in Ireland. In 1318 the season came favourable, and
the coincidence of this with the withdrawal of Robert Bruce
may have helped to turn sentiment to the English side.
Undoubtedly the Scottish invaders had come to be regarded
as a scourge, and the end was welcome to Ireland when it
came. In October 1318 Edward Bruce was once more
advancing south along with considerable Irish forces but no
chief of note or name. At Faughart, on the road between
the Moiry Pass and Dundalk, John de Bermingham at the
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head of an English army, met him. Bruce decided not to
wait for reinforcements which were on their way from Carrick-
fergus, and gave battle—unsuccessfully at last. He was slain
on the field. If the Annalists are right, a cry of relief went
up from the whole country. ° No achievement had been
performed in Ireland for a long time before from which greater
benefit accrued to the country, for during the three and a
half years that this Edward spent in it, a universal famine
prevailed to such a degree that men were wont to devour one
another.”



CHAPTER XIII
THE PALE AND THE POLICY OF EXCLUSION

Bruce’s invasion brought into light two things: the im-
potence of Gaelic Ireland to drive out the Norman-English
settlers, and the impotence of the central English Government
to hold and administer Ireland beyond a comparatively small
strip on the east coast. In the thirteenth century there were
no defined limits to English rule. In the fourteenth it came
to be recognised that there was an English district called the
Pale, administered from Dublin according to English law.
Outside this was a larger area in which England maintained
its hold through certain nobles, who ruled their territories at
their own discretion. The English Government maintained
a control over these semi-independent rulers : it could and did
punish them by process of law. They were its subjects ; but
all in their territory were subject to them. They were the
law, and were held responsible for what happened in the
country under their jurisdiction.

The Pale, or district directly governed, kept on narrowing ;
and even in it the Government had very limited authority.
As early as 1310 a decree was passed that the heads of great
houses should undertake the duty of punishing men of their
own family or name. This was re-enacted in 1329, and
it meant that the central Government abandoned the attempt
to administer law in its own right through its own machinery.
The decree was in fact modelled on Irish custom, and it
contained the idea of recognising an individual English
subject as “ captain of his nation,” to use a phrase much
employed later. The chief of the Powers or Roches, for
instance, was viewed much in the same way as the chief of the
O’Sullivans or O’Donovans under Irish custom. Just as the
O’Sullivan would be answerable to his overking, the ruling
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MacCarthy, so the chief of the Powers would be answerable to
the head of the Butlers.

Practically all of Ireland in which there was English
settlement outside the Pale came in the fourteenth century
to be comprised in one of three great earldoms—Desmond,
Ormonde, and Kildare. Beyond this outer area were wide
territories in which no English authority held sway. Asfaras
English influence prevailed in them, it was through alliances
made between the great earls and Irish kings who were in no
legal sense subject to them, and whom the English Government
regarded not only as aliens but as enemies.

Up to the time of Bruce's invasion, the conquest of
Ireland was steadily spreading. For a hundred years after
that date its limits began to recede. Two causes curtailed
it : first, reconquest by the Irish themselves; secondly, the
going over of Norman conquerors with their conquests to the
Irish side.

One terrible source of confusion and misery was the
piebald distribution of rule resulting from these processes.
Patches of native rule developed in the Pale, while the earl-
doms had offshoots of their power running out into purely
Irish country in Connaught and in Munster.

Except that of Ulster, which, as we shall see, soon dis-
appeared, the earldoms were created after Bruce’s invasion ;
as if in recognition of the increased power which it was
necessary to delegate. In 1316 John FitzZThomas, Baron of
Offaly, was created Earl of Kildare, and Sir Edmund Butler
Earl of Carrick. The Butler title was changed to Earl of
Ormonde in 1329 ; at the same time the head of the southern
Geraldines became FEarl of Desmond. De Bermingham,
vanquisher of Edward Bruce, was rewarded with the Earldom
of Louth, but disaster overtook him and his family never rose
to great power.

The first Irish territory from which the English settlers
were expelled was Thomond. The de Clares had continued
to act even during the Bruce invasion with a single purpose
of maintaining civil strife in the region where they were
settled. When Bruce landed, Murtough O’Brien, then king,
took the side of the English, while his rival, Donough, joined
the other party and fought along with Felim O’Conor at
Athenry. De Clare none the less endeavoured to oust the
existing ruler, and Murtough appealed to Dublin. The
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English Government recognised him as king. But during
Murtough’s absence in Dublin, Donough, with the help of
de Clare, took the field, and a great battle was fought at which,
after much mutual slaughter, Donough fell. His claims
passed to his brother Brian Bawn, who renewed the league
with de Clare and again assailed Thomond. A battle took
place at Dysart O’Dea in which Richard de Clare, with his
son and four other knights, fell. It was one of the few
instances in which a purely Irish force defeated one of Irish
strongly supported by English forces ; and the victory was
decisive. When news of it reached Bunratty, Lady de Clare
fired the castle and fled. Ireland was done with the de
Clares, and the O’Brien power was solidly established in
Thomond.

A vastly more important change followed in Ulster and
Connaught, where the de Burghs held sway. In 1326 the
Red Earl died after forty years of power. Annalists call him
‘ the choicest of the English of Ireland.” He was succeeded
by his grandson William, the Brown Earl, a young man who
had been brought up in England. The Connaught territory
appears to have been controlled by Walter de Burgh, son of
William the Grey, and his brother Edmund, surnamed
Albanach. These were men of an older generation who had
spent their lives in Connaught, and Walter appears to have
taken his own line without regard to the Earl, who finally
ordered him to be imprisoned. He was starved to death in
one of the Earl’s castles in Inishowen ; so far north had the
de Burgh power spread. In 1333 the Brown Earl was
murdered at Belfast by men who were employed to revenge
Walter de Burgh’s death. .

This deed had far-reaching consequences. The Earl left
one child, a daughter, by his wife, the Countess Matilda of
Lancaster. To thisinfant, or rather to the husband whom the
Crown would choose for her, the whole inheritance in Ulster
and Connaught would pass. The chiefs of the de Burgh name
in the west were not prepared to accept this submission to a
stranger’s rule, and they definitely threw off allegiance. To
make this plain, they appeared before the castle of Athlone,
and in sight of the garrison ceremonially discarded their
English dress and put on the Irish garb. Henceforward they
who had been known as de Burghs, or in Irish Burke, were
now MacWilliam. Edmund Albanach took Lower Connaught
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and was known as MacWilliam Jochtar (Lower); from him
descend the Earls of Mayo. His brother Ulick took the
Galway territory as MacWilliam Uachtar; he was ancestor
of the Earls of Clanricarde. Connaught for two hundred
years was nearly as much outside English law as Thomond.

WIeantxme, the withdrawal of the de Burgh power left
English-settled Ulster without a leader ; and a branch of the
O’Neills pushed into this country. They were the descendants
of Hugh Boy O’Neill, and the region which they occupied in
the north of Down and the south of Antrim came to be called
Clann Aedh Buidhe—Clandeboye. Attempts were made to
reconquer it ; first by Ralph d'Ufford, who had married the
Brown Earl’s widow and was sent to Ireland as Justiciar ; and
again, in 1361, by Lionel, Duke of Clarence, the king’s son.
He had married the Brown Earl’s daughter and had been given
the title Earl of Ulster ; but though he came to Ireland as
Lord Lieutenant, bringing his wife with him, heiress of the
de Burghs, he failed completely to regain authority in her
inheritance. When, in 1367, he summoned the famous
Parliament of Kilkenny, there was no mention of Ulster in
the representation : the northern province had gone back
entirely to the Irish. Carrickfergus was still garrisoned ; a
few settlers held on. But the Bissets in Antrim, though
Norman Welsh, now called themselves MacKeown, and were
as Irish as the Burkes; in the south of County Down the
Ards district was largely held by the Savages, an English
family who had, however, adopted the clan system.

Of the three earldoms which controlled most of Leinster
and Munster, that of Kildare was the least independent because
it was nearest to Dublin, and for the same reason had most
weight in the government of the country. The Earls of
Ormonde were of the three the most constant in their allegiance
to the Crown, perhaps from necessity ; lying between the two
Geraldine principalities, they felt the need of all the support
they could get. The Earl of Desmond, most remote of the
three, had the most independence and was least trusted by
the Government. In 1331 Desmond was arrested by the
Justiciar and detained for more than a year in Dublin Castle.’
Attempts were made to shake his title to the lands he held.
None of these magnates had any very clear title in law, and
in 1341 Edward IIIL tried to raise money by a proposal to
resume all previous grants and issue fresh and clear titles for a
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payment. Desmond headed resistance : he called a counter-
parliament in Kilkenny and refused to attend the one to
which he was summoned by the Crown.

Nevertheless, even the Earls of Desmond remained a part
of the English system ; they were connected with the Court
and affected by the rise or fall of competing parties in it.
Though growing more and more Irish, they did not, like the
Burkes, cut themselves off from the connection with England.
But their history, and that of the Earls of Ormonde and
Kildare, is henceforward part of the history of Ireland. They
were a connecting link between the Pale and those whom the
Pale and its Government officially regarded as Irish enemies—
though never wholly surrendering its claim to regard the
territory which these ““ enemies ” occupied as belonging to the
English Crown. Thearea covered by these earldoms was more
extensive and more important than that in purely English
occupation ; and though we have little detailed knowledge
about it, some general ideas may be formed about Ireland in
the fourteenth century.

The three great earls and the lesser barons controlled
territories which were in the main inhabited and laboured by
native Irishmen. In their dealings with these they had to
follow some system of law, and from this period onwards they
adopted increasingly the Brehon code. In their dealings
with other Englishmen, or men of English blood, English law
might be applied. But all inhabitants of Ireland outside the
towns were necessarily in contact with the Irish law and
customs, and there is ample evidence that even the English
often preferred to use the Brehon code in dealings between
themselves.

But the overlapping of these two systems gave much
opening for legal chicane, and the Irish found it of advantage
to encourage students to resort to Oxford and return equipped
with full knowledge of English law. This helped to spread
university culture. An attempt was made in 1320 by the
Archbishop of Dublin to establish a university in Dublin.
“ For lack of funds to maintain the students the university
never flourished,” says Mr Orpen. There were probably
stronger reasons. No student could have been accepted in
Dublin who did not explicitly forswear Irish nationality.

For, during the fifty years which followed Bruce’s invasion,
legislation made it clear that the English Government re-
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garded Ireland not as one kingdom but as a country inhabited
by two permanently hostile powers. Henry II. had claimed
to be king of all Ireland. The statute of Kilkenny, passed
in 1367, which enacts in the fullest form all the measures taken
to prevent fusion and intercourse between the two peoples,
formally recognises an English Pale with a hostile people
outside it. Its decrees had for their object to set up a hard-
and-fast line between the two peoples. One may condemn
this legislation, but it is necessary to understand it. The
policy is not one of exterminating conquest, but of fear;
these are the laws of a weak Government afraid of being
swamped. Recognition of Irish law was forbidden, use of
the Irish language was prohibited, intermarriage with the
Irish was made an act of treason. But these legislators had
seen two provinces lost to English rule by the action of William
the Grey de Burgh’s sons, whose mother was a daughter of
the King of Thomond. They had been brought up in the Irish
fashion, and they finally had broken with England because
they preferred Irish law. If Geraldines and Butlers should
do what the de Burghs had done, what would be left of
English power in Ireland ?

Further, it is the less necessary to dwell on the statute of
Kilkenny and the legislation of which it is the chief example,
because they were never observed. The use of the Irish
language spread in spite of all prohibitions. The great
lords themselves who passed these measures disregarded
them in their own daily lives. Fosterage was forbidden,
which in Ireland created a tie that held more strongly than
the link of blood, and did much to draw the peoples together.
Yet we shall find an Earl of Desmond and an Earl of Kildare
sending their sons to be fostered with Irish families, as &
measure of state policy. Men who wanted to live in the
country found it wise in many respects to conform to Irish
usage, and it was more powerful than British law. But
essentially Ireland and the Irish way of life had from the
first that attraction which they have never lost.

Ireland too in those days had much to offer. England
was then a country without a literature of its own. Ireland
had its old traditional literature, its institution of poets
and of harpers. The harpers, naturally, were the first to
win recognition from the newcomers, since music knows no
language barrier. Giraldus praises their skill with enthusiasm ;
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and one may be sure that the Norman nobles competed with
the Irish to attach these minstrels to their service. In 1328
Bermingham, the vanquisher of Edward Bruce, “ most vigorous,
puissant, and hospitable of the English of Ireland,” was
basely murdered by the Anglo-Irish of Louth, over whom he
had been set as earl to reward his exploit. In that killing
there perished “ the Blind O’Carroll, chief minstrel of Ireland
and Scotland in his time ”—then staying at Bermingham’s
house.

The poets also found a welcome from an early period.
The Annals tell how in 1213 the steward of Donnell More
O’Donnell went to collect O’Donnell’s tribute in Connaught.
He visited the home of Murray O’Daly of Lissadill; and
“being a plebeian representative of a hero, he began to wrangle
with the poet very much,” whereupon O’Daly struck him
with an axe and killed him ; then, to avoid O’Donnell, fled to
Richard de Burgh in Clanricarde. He came with a poem
which told how he was wont to frequent the courts of the
English and drink wine from the hands of kings and knights,
of bishops and abbots ; and he said, he came to one well able
to protect him from O’Donnell, and his fury over a trifle.
“ A herdsman to be abusing me, I to kill the lout : God, is
that a reason for enmity ? > De Burgh took the poet in ; but
O’Donnell followed him there, and to Thomond when he
fled to it, and then to Dublin, till he compelled O’Daly to be
banished to Scotland. But the poet won forgiveness and
return by eloquent panegyrics and pleas for forgiveness.
The story is characteristic of the time. The best proof,
however, of the popularity which Irish poets and minstrels
secured is found in one clause in the statute of 1349. It
was mainly directed against the border clans of O’Tooles and
O’Byrnes, who, living in the Dublin mountains, were to the
Dublin citizens what the O’Flaherties were to Galway,
whose citizens carved on their gates : “ From the ferocious
O’Flaherties, good Lord, deliver us.” This law forbade
absolutely the entrance into the Pale of *“ pipers, story-tellers,
babblers, rimers, or any other Irish agent.” The continual
resort of these popular entertainers was used as a means
of getting information for Irish raids. Throughout Irish
history, the poets and minstrels were naturally, as in Wales,
the main encouragers of resistance to conquest, the chief
supporters of every local and racial pride. But when the



THE PALE AND THE POLICY OF EXCLUSION 137

English became Irish, as did the de Burghs, or even Anglo-
Irish like the Butlers and Geraldines, the poets identified
themselves readily with the glories and traditions of these
houses.

It is noticeable that, from the Bruce invasion onward,
mention of poets and learned men is more frequent in the
Annals. As the Irish power strengthened, the old culture
reasserted itself. Thus there is noted in 1323 the death of
O’Duigenan, “‘ chief historian of Conmaicne,” that is, County
Longford—a small territory, but it kept its own traditional
historian. In 1328 died O’Gibellan, ‘‘ chief Professor of the
New Law, the Old Law, and the Canon, a truly profound
philosopher, a learned poet, and a canon chorister of Tuam,
the official and general Brehon of the Archbishopric.” He
was, that is, a man of letters, skilled to advise alike on civil
law and ecclesiastical, Brehon law and English law. In
1343 Rory Magrath, “ollave of Leath Mogha ” (southern
Ireland) in poetry, is named ; he was the poet and historian
to the O’Briens. In 1362 is noted the death of MacEgan,
““a learned Brehon ’; the MacEgans kept a school for the
training of historians and annalists in Tipperary. In the
same year died Auliffe and John MacFirbis, ‘‘intended
ollaves ” of Tireragh. These were men in training for the
profession of historian, which was hereditary in their family.
The last of their line, Duald MacFirbis, was working in Crom-
wellian days, and compiled from records kept in his own
family much that is of immense value to students to-day.

In short, the whole traditional organisation of learning
began to re-establish according as the Gaelic order returned.
Over and above these arts, the craft of building was a
link between Norman and Gael. Norman barons and Irish
chieftains were erecting churches and monasteries all over
the country. Cathal Crovderg built the Abbey Knockmoy,
near Tuam ; William de Burgh, his opponent, built Athassel,
in Tipperary. At Ennis, Turlough O’Brien erected a beautiful
monastery in 1306 ; and in 1351 was built Ross Errilly, near
Headford, for the Franciscans—places not less beautiful or
finely planned than those in English-settled regions; and
wherever such monasteries grew up, they were schools alike
for Irish and Norman.

Life in the towns was mainly English, but it may be
doubted whether town was any more distinet from country
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in Ireland than in Scotland of the same period. The town
had to trade with the country or starve ; and its walls were
of service to protect the citizens against raiding barons of
the Norman-English or raiding chiefs of the Irish. Galway,
it is evident, feared the Burkes almost as it feared the O’Fla- -
herties. Broadly speaking, the distinction between English-
settled Ireland and the Ireland that was still Gaelic was the
same as between Highland and Lowland in Scotland down to
the eighteenth century. There was difference of tongues, differ-
ence of civilisation ; great lords were perhaps the main links
between both, belonging to the English-speaking rather than
the Gaelic-speaking world, yet with a strong attachment to
the wilder and more primitive way of life. In Connaught .
and in Munster, de Burgh and Geraldine ceased almost to be
townsmen and approached more nearly to the state of an
Irish king, whether of Thomond or Tyrconnell. It may be
assumed too that the O’Neill or O’Donnell or O’Brien did not
willingly allow his house to be less fine than that of Mac-
William or FitzMaurice, with whom he was probably con-
nected either by fosterage or intermarriage.

Wars and private wars were still deplorably common.
But neither England of the fourteenth century, nor any
land of Europe, was the home of settled peace.

There was, however, fixed in the English State the principle
of a strong central monarchy. This principle was in effect
repudiated in Ireland ; and the Irish appear to have acquiesced
in the continued presence of a hostile power in their country,
bolding their chief ports, though they were not willing to
come under that power on any terms that were open to them.
They never had the choice or chance of being subjects of the
English Crown, possessing equal rights with the citizens of
England. Men of English blood could naturalise themselves
in Ireland ; in spite of law, the races fused and blended. But
the system of government in so far as it was administered
from England remained alien and hostile : it refused to
assimilate itself, or become in any degree the government of
Irishmen according to Irish ideas.



CHAPTER XIV
GROWTH OF THE ANGLO-IRISH INTEREST

From the first quarter of the fourteenth century to the last
quarter of the fifteenth, Irish history is very obscure and little
known. Documents exist for writing a history of the Pale,
and that history has to some extent been written. But the
Pale was of comparatively small extent and importance, and
the history of Ireland for this period should be the history of
Ireland outside the Pale. For that the Irish Annals give us
very little but the record of wars, deaths, and occasionally of
important buildings.

For the purely Irish Ireland, and for the English settle-
ment properly so called, this was a period of arrested political
development. The power of the Irish was gaining ground
continually as compared with that of the English Govern-
ment ; but rather through the English Government’s weak-
ness than through its own strength. What really grew in this
period was the power of the great earls—a power neither
wholly English nor Irish, but a connecting link. In it was
the germ of that composite growth which we know as the
Irish nation. Before going into any detail it is well to try
and estimate these three factors.

Before the reign of Edward II. and the Bruce invasion,
whatever princes of the Irish remained independent or
partially independent, even in Ulster, wére compelled to live
in remote fastnesses, continually under the menace of com-
plete subjugation. By 1367, as the statute of Kilkenny
shows, England had avowedly relinquished the claim to con-
trol anything but the narrowed settlement which was officially
shireland, under English organisation and rule; and even
this was reduced to pay blackrent to the border peoples as a
price of peace. In the fifteenth century the limits of the Pale
shrank to a mere belt along the sea-coast from Dalkey to
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Dundalk. But Dundalk was many times raided by the Irish ;
and the northern limit of security on the coast did not go
beyond Drogheda. Inland, probably no settler’s cattle were
safe beyond the old Pale ditch, of which a remnant can be
seen in the grounds of Clongowes Wood College, not twenty
miles from Dublin. Towards the Dublin mountains this
frontier was only a short walk distant ; the dyke ran through
Tallaght and so past the foothills, and it can have afforded no
real security. It might have served against a force raiding
on horseback ; but the O’Toole and O’Byrne mountaineers
had probably little use for horses, and on foot were unlikely
to be checked by any dyke.

It is often said that the Pale finally comprised only half of
four counties, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and Louth. But
Wicklow was then included in Dublin, Leix and Offaly in
Kildare, Westmeath in Meath, and Monaghan in Louth. Each
shire was for administrative purposes divided into the English
“ maghery ”” or lowland, outside which lay the ““ march > or
border district in which the sheriff had only a nominal
authority. Neither the present county of Dublin, Meath,
Kildare, or Louth was secure from border raids.

Within the Pale the lords and gentry and their English
tenants lived under English law. English speech had by the
fourteenth century replaced the Norman-French, of which,
however, some traces survive: ‘‘ gossoon” is ‘ gargon.”
But the legislation prohibiting the use of Irish indicates that
Irish was increasingly used among them. They protected
themselves and their property as best they could, with assist-
ance from the tiny force kept at the'disposal of the Justiciar,
or Lord-Deputy, as the king’s representative in Ireland now
began to be called. Even this force was habitually ill-paid
and provisioned. The English settlement suffered from the
fact that during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries England
was either weakened by a disputed sovereignty or, when under
a strong king like Henry V., was occupied with trying to con-
quer France. Within the limited territory which it claimed
to control in Ireland, “‘ the English executive neither fulfilled
the duty of an executive nor permitted any other to be estab-
lished,” says Professor Richey. The townsfolk of Drogheda
and Dublin were ready and able to furnish out contingents
for resistance or attack against the border Irish. They stood
consistently in support of the English, but they expected the
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English power to maintain their defences, and it did not
maintain them ; their walls gradually fell into decay. The
outlying colonists, especially in Louth, where the threat was
sharpest, were obliged to make treaties on their own account
with the neighbouring chiefs, such as O’Hanlon in South
Armagh, or Magennis in South Down.

Broadly speaking, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
the English sovereigns either could not or would not keep
their colony reinforced, though from time to time, to prevent
their hold from slipping altogether, they asserted their power
by a formidable expedition. The English Pale was a com-
munity always weakly on the defensive, defending itself
rather by bribes than blows. The reason why it was neither
completely swamped or swept away is to be found in the
power of the three great earldoms of Kildare, Desmond, and
Ormonde, any one of which was at any time in this period at
least the equal of the strongest Irish kingdom. These were
the screen which prevented the English power from being
driven completely out of Ireland. They were part of the
English interest. They were affected by the play of English
factions ; and the Wars of the Roses, though they did not
injure Ireland as they injured England, still affected Ireland
disastrously through these great houses, bringing penalties
upon men of the greatest power in Ireland for causes which
did not concern Ireland directly.

The policy of these Anglo-Irish earls was directed to the
aggrandisement of their own houses, rather than to that of
English power. They regarded themselves always as repre-
sentatives of the English power; but they were part of
Ireland, they were Irish rulers, and their policy was to live
with the native rulers, great and small. On the whole, in an
age of constant war, their rule made for peace. Their many
alliances with the native princes were genuine alliances, and
not, as in the thirteenth century, pretexts for conquest and
annexation.

The thirteenth century had left all the Irish principalities
shattered. In the fourteenth century they began to be built
up again, slowly and painfully, and in a somewhat new group-
ing. The Pale was surrounded by a ring of small chiefdoms
which attained an importance that they had never possessed
in pre-Norman days. To the north, the branch of the
O’Neills, which after the break-up of the de Burgh earldom had
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established itself in Clandeboye, was not only a menace to the
English but sometimes a formidable rival to the main house
of O’Neill in Tyrone. In Connaught the MacWilliam Burkeg
were dominant, and held the position which had once belonged
to the O’Conors ; though they rivalled the O’Conors by their
internecine strife. But the O’Conors, like the O’Neills, had
thrown out a strong ofishoot eastward, and the O’Conor Faly,
as the lord of Irish Offaly was called, was perpetually and
successfully at war with the English of Meath and Kildare,
In Leix the O’Mores had become a separate and independent
power. Finally, while the English were distracted by all
their separate enemies, often leagued against them in small
local combinations, the old kingdom in which Norman power
first took root reasserted itself as Irish. For a century and a
half from the time of Strongbow’s accession after the death of
Dermot MacMurrough, there was no Irish King of Leinster ;
but in 1328 Donnell MacMurrough was formally chosen and
proclaimed king of the province.

Yet this kingdom, though it produced the most formidable
opponent which the English met in the period under review,
had an undefined and shadowy existence. The stronghold of
purely Gaelic power still lay in the old sovereignty of the
Northern Hy Neill, Tyrconnell and Tyrone. But the in-
cessant strife between O’Neills and O’Donnells, and the
frequent internal wars between rival claimants in each of
these territories, prevented either of these powers from
seriously threatening the real defenders of English sovereignty.
The earls too had their wars with one another, but at long
intervals ; and earl succeeded to earl in these lordships with
little friction.

It was the usage of English statesmen and writers to speak
of those English and Anglo-Normans who adopted Irish
usages as ““ degenerate.” The term has to be applied to each
Kildare, and to each Desmond, if to any ; and the Ormondes
would hardly escape it. All those houses intermarried, as
matter of policy, both with O’Donnells and O’Neills, and also
with the strongest native power of Munster, the O’Briens.
More significant still, they sent their sons to be fostered—.
that is, brought up—in the princely Irish houses. A notable
instance united Thomond and Desmond.

In 1369 Brian O’Brien forced himself into the lordship of
Thomond. Garrett, Earl of Desmond, took up the cause of
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Turlough, whom Brian had ejected, and marched on Thomond
in 1369. Brian met him at Monasternenagh on the Maigue,
defeated his army, captured the Earl and held him to ransom.
From this exploit he is called Brian of the Battle of Aonach.
He took Limerick and put 