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PREFACE

Tais History of England was planned and has been
written with an especial view to its use in Schools, and
among younger students who read the subject. It
contains, firs#, a connected relation of the main facts
of the political and constitutional history in due chrono-
logical order; secondly, a sketch as thorough as space
would allow, of the course and progress of the /anguage,
literature, and soctal life of the English people, in a
series of chapters at the end of the various periods into
which the history naturally falls.

We have tried to make the book a history not merely
of England or England and Wales, in the narrower
sense, but of the whole British Empire, and have given
as much space as we could command to the history
of Scotland and Ireland, our old and new Colonial
Empires, and the British domination in India.

While we have not shrunk from noticing institutions
and events for the full understanding of which the
beginner may require the teacher’s oral help; and
while we have thought it well to give the most dramatic
and pathetic incidents of the story wherever we could
in the very words of a contemporary authority, we have
nevertheless tried to write in a simple, straightforward
style, and have added a brief glossary of those few
unusual or technical words we have been unable to
avoid, or explain in the text.

Maps, Plans, Tables, and Pedxgrees have been
supplied in sufficient detail to enable the reader to get
a true idea of the relative positions of the persons or
places named in the text.

206464



vi Preface

To the counsels of friends at present engaged in
active school work we have everywhere tried to pay
attention; but no matter how carefully prepared a text-
book may be, the results to be gained from its use must
chiefly depend upon the teacher, and those who have
taught history themselves will know that it is an excep-
tionally hard subject to deal with satisfactorily.

It is neither customary nor needful to give a list of
the books used in preparing such a work as this. It
will be enough, we hope, for us to say that we have
written it from the main original documents upon which
our knowledge of English history must depend, though
we have not, of course, omitted to consult modern
writers. Those of our friends to whom we owe special
gratitude for help or advice should know that we feel
it, though their names are not recorded here.

The Index will give the main references, and the
headings affixed to each section will be found to yield
a running epitome of the contents of the book.

The work was originally written in three parts, each
of which is complete in itself.

The first part, for which Mr. F. York Powell alone
is responsible, ends with the death of Henry VII. The
second and third parts, on the same plan and scale, are
the work of Mr. T. F, Tout. The three parts can also
be procured brought together in a single volume to
form a complete History of England.

The present edition has been revised throughout.

F.Y.P.
"T.F. T.
June 1003.
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BOOK VI

THE TUDOR MONARCHY AND THH
REFORMATION.

1509-1603.
INTRODUCTION.

DURING the last years of the fifteenth century the dying
Middle Ages slowly wore themselves out. Even amidst
the aimless conflicts of the final stages of the Wars of the
Roses, we can discern the beginnings of a brighter state of
things.

The civil wars had destroyed medizeval constitutionalism,
which had fallen into ceaseless faction and the rule of
the nobles and their retainers. Both the Yorkist Edward
IV. and the Lancastrian Henry VII. had agreed in up-
holding a strong monarchy as the best remedy against weak
rule and factious strife. The son of Henry VII. and the
grandson of Edward IV. now carried out their policy to its
uttermost results, and built up the Tudor despotism that
was to culminate in the reign of Elizabeth. If England
lost something in liberty, it gained by the setting up of
peace and order, under which every man was free to work
out his own life. The Tudor despotism was strong because
it was both national and popular. Established on the
ruins of the medizval church and nobility, it had as its
constant allies the mass of the English people. The policy
of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth was the policy of the wisest
Englishmen of the time.

The long series of far-reaching changes that marked the
Tudor period was carried out more easily, when the ship
of State was steered by pilots strong and cunning enough
to weather the storm of revolution. Under the great Tudor
kings, the transition from medizval to modern times was
successfully accomplished.
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The institutions of the Middle Ages were now dis-
appearing on every side. It was the age of the Renascence,
or the new birth of thought and learning. It was the time
of the Reformation and of the break-up of the majestic
unity of the Mediaval Church. It was the time when the
modern European State System grew up on the ruins of
the theoretical unity and real diversities of the political
system of the Middle Ages. Among the great national
states in whose hands lay the future destinies of Europe,
the genius of Henry VIII. and Wolsey secured a place for
England, and the patient skill of Elizabeth won back this
position, after it had been lost for a time under Edward VI.
and Mary. Henry VIII. had striven to set up a national
church, purged from foreign rule and superstition, a church
which would faithfully register the will of the monarch. But
the continuity with previous tradition, on which Henry kept
a tight hold, bade fair to disappear, when the counsellors of
Edward VI. established a revolutionary Protestantism,
under cover of which they could forward their own selfish
interests. Fearing lest ecclesiastical reformation meant
revolution, England under Mary went back not unwillingly
to the unreformed religion. But neither the one nor the other
extreme would permanently satisfy the country, and Eliza-
beth in Church as in State returned to the middle way
of her father.

In the second half of the century the outlook became
more and more troubled. The ancient religion had reformed
itself, and the Coumter-Reformation seemed likely to win
back the Protestant countries to the old way of thinking.
A fierce religious strife broke up the whole of Europe into
two hostile camps, and in the end Protestantism barely
held its own in the Teutonic States of the north. The
skilful policy of Elizabeth saved the English Reformation,
and restored the greatness of the English State. Under
her England became independent and triumphant, both in
Church and State. Ireland was conquered ; the Union
of the English and Scottish crowns was prepared for. Free
and prosperous England had at last the leisure and the
means to enter fully into the larger life of modern times.
Then blossomed the Englisk Renascence, and the new out-
burst of thought and activity, whose greatest product was the
Elizabethan drama. Englishmen were now able to avail
themselves of the great discoveries, both of nature and
man, that had revolutionised Europe nearly a hundred
years before. Englishmen were now able to do and to
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think, as they had never done or thought before.. English-
men now became famous adventurers, navigators, dis-
coverers, colonisers. The many-sided energies of the time
outflowed the limits of our little islands. It was in the
“ spacious times of great Elizabeth ” that modern England
began to live. How full -and rich this life was, we can
see, not only in the statecraft of the great queen, or in the
dramas of Shakespeare and his fellows, or in the verse of
Sfpenser and in the prose of Hooker, or in the adventures
of Drake and Frobisher and Raleigh ; but not least clearly
in the strength and force of the anonymous song-writer, or
half-known dramatist, or in the high quality of the deeds
of many a nameless hero of the Spanish Main or the
religious wars, It was the most heroic time of English
history.

CHAPTER I
Henry VIII. and Wolsey. 1509-1529.

1. Henry VIII. was eighteen years old when he became
king. “Nature,” declared an enthusiastic Venetian ambas-
sador, “could not have done more for him.”

Even as a boy his precocity in intellect and policy of
manners had powerfully impressed the great Heary VIL

scholar Erasmus. As a young man, he was the hand-
somest and ablest of the sovereigns of Christendom. He
was tall and well-proportioned : “his complexion very
fair and bright, with auburn hair, combed straight and
short in the French fashion, and a round face that would
become a pretty woman.” He was “very accomplished ;
a good musician and composer ; a most capital horseman,
and a fine jouster. He speaks good French, Latin, and
Spanish; is very religious, hearing three masses a day when
he hunts and five on other days.” He was “extremely
fond of hunting, never taking his diversion without tiring
eight or ten horses. He was devoted to tennis,” at which
game “it is the prettiest thing in the world to see him play,
his fair skin glowing through a shirt of the finest texture.”
He delighted to set off his stately form in rich attire, glitter-
ing with jewels and gold. No monarch ever knew better
how to play the ceremonial part of kingcraft. His gracious

and
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smile and friendly hearty manner concealed his utter
selfishness, and won the hearts of rich and poor alike ; but
he had a keen sense of his dignity and his anger was
terrible to face. It s¥ea.ks well for his nobler qualities that
he never altogether lost his subjects’ love, even in those
later days, when broken health.and baffled ambitions had
soured his disposition and inflamed his temper. He was a
shrewd judge of character and chose his ministers well, but
he used them as mere instruments, throwing them off
remorselessly when they had fulfilled their purpose or
ventured to cross his wishes. He was a thorough English-
man, and knew what his subjects wanted ; but he took no
pains to persuade or humour them, dragging them by
main force along the course which he himself iad appointed,
and crushing opposition by brute force. Fierce, strong,
masterful, and unscrupulous, he had no touch of mercy or
softness about him. Ever a hard, cruel, remorseless master,
he became in later life a hateful tyrant. Yet he never quite
lost the grandeur and force of purpose that make him one
of the strongest and ablest of English kings. He worked
for himself, but he also worked for England, and though he
wrought much evil in his day, the goog that came from the
main lines of his policy lived on. All our subsequent
history bears the strong impress of his lion-like will and
heroic determination.

In the early years of his reign, Henry seemed to careless
observers absorbed in the round of pleasures and distrac-
tions, into which he had plunged with all the impetuosity of
his character. Buthe loved fame more than he loved tilting
and tennis, and he loved having his own way more than
he loved even glory. He kept a tight control over his
ministers, not only retaining in his own hands all the chief
strings of policy, but busying himself with increasing
delight in all the details of administration. He had been
well educated, and not only understood war and politics,
but had a taste for old-fashioned theology, as well as
sympathies with the newlearning, which made the scholars
indulge in the most sanguine hopes of him. But no vision
of impossible ideals dimmed his practical shrewdness of
purpose. Coming to the throne with an undoubted title,
and inheriting his father’s well-filled coffers as well as
the results of his painful and laborious policy, he felt
that he was strong enough to play a great part in the
world. To stamp out the last relics of opposition, to
subject the last of the old nobles and the most obstinate of
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the great churchmen to his imperious despotism were his
chief objects of policy at home, while abroad he aimed at
reviving the leading position that England had held in the
fourteenth century in the counsels of Europe. With the
new king the new spirit was seated on the throne.

2. In carrying out his schemes, the young king at
first relied mainly on the tried servants of his father.
Henry VII. had been his own chief minister, and had
had under him two kinds of helpers. Of the first sort
were the dignified magnates who held the great offices, like
William Warkam, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Rickard
Fozx, Bishop of Winghester. Of the second were the sub-
ordinate agents of inferior position, mere clever tools to
give effect to the royal will, such as the extortioners
Empson and Dudley. The young king con- mearys
tinued Warham as Chancellor and Fox as misisters.
Keeper of the Privy Seal, but the morose Warham contented
himself with discharging the routine duties of his office,
and the pious Fox, though zealously working in the king’s
service, was anxious to give up diplomacy and devote the
end of his days to the careful administration of his diocese
and to the carrying out of his great educational foundations
at Oxford and elsewhere. The Secretary of State, Bishop
Ruthal of Durham, was a dull, hardworking man ; and
among the secular nobles the most conspicuous was 7%omas
Howard, Earl of Surrey, “a man endowed with great
prudence, gravity, and constancy,” who remained Treasurer.
All these stayed in office for many years, and retired of their
own accord, for all through his reign Henry kept his ministers
in power as long as they remained useful to him. But one
of the king’s first acts was to win a little cheap popularity
by sacrificing to popular hatred the most famous of his
father’s subordinate agents. Empson and gyecetion of
Dudley were sent to the Tower, and speedily Empson and
attainted on absurd charges of treason and Duler.
conspiracy against the new king. In 1510 both were
brought to the block.

3. If Henry’s great schemes were to be carried out, some
abler and more strenuous helper was wanted than the
dignified officials who monopolised the high rhomas Wolsey,
posts of State. The rise of Zhomas Wolsey 1sm-wuso.
gave Henry a minister after his own heart. Wolsey was
the son of a wealthy grazier and wool merchant of Ipswich,
whom his enemy, the satirist Skelton, denounced as a
butcher. He gained distinction at a very early age at
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Magdalen College, Oxford, where he became master of the
grammar school and acquired his first business training as
bursar of the college. The new learning hardly touched
his eminently practical intellect, and he soon left Oxford
to serve as chaplain to Archbishop Deane of Canterbury.
Before long the favour of Bishop Fox gained him a footing
at court, and he proved his ability in several diplomatic
missions, which gave him insight into the crooked and
weak methods of Henry VIL’s statecraft. In 1509 he was
made Dean of Lincoln, and, though holding no higher
office at the young king’s court than that of Almoner, he
rapidly became the most influential of Henry’s younger
counsellors. When in 1513 Henry embarked on war with
France, the clever Almoner’s advice became indispensable.
Henceforth a great official like Bishop Ruthal was content
to “sing treble to Wolsey’s bass.” In 1514 Wolsey became
Bishop of Lincoln, and, before the end of the year Arch-
bishop of York. In 1515 the Pope made him a Cardinal.
In the same year Warham gave up the Chancellorship in
his favour, and henceforth allowed himself to be effaced by
the rising sun. For the next sixteen years Wolsey was
supreme, both in Church and State. Fresh preferment
was heaped upon him, till he disposed of the revenues of
three or four bishoprics and of one of the richest abbeys.
His pomp and ostentation excited the envy of the greatest
nobles. His intimate friendship with the king enabled him
to control Henry’s policy as no other minister of the reign
ever did, and he was shrewd enough never to gainsay the
fierce king’s wishes. ‘“He is the person,” wrote the Vene-
tian ambassador, “ who rules both the king and the king-
dom.” ‘“He is,” says the same authority, “ very handsome,
learned, extremely eloquent, of vast ability, and indefatig-
able. He alone transacts all the business that occupies all
the magistrates, offices, and councils of Venice. He has the
reputation of being extremely just. He favours the people
exceedingly, and especially the poor, hearing their suits
and making the lawyers plead gratis for them.” He had
plenty of enemies, such as the poet Skelton who com-
plained how—
*¢ He is set so high

In his hierarchy

Of frantic phrenesy

And foolish Shamasy.

That in the Chamber of Stars

All matters there he mars:

Clapping his rod on the board :

No man dare speak a word.”
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He was no ascetic, and had little care for the law of the

*In Lent for a repast
He eateth capons stewed,
Pheasant and partridge mewed.”

Many envied him, and the old nobles hated him, but he
was, with all his faults, the ablest statesman of his time,
and without his rare diplomatic and organising skill the
young king’s reign would have been shorn of its greatest
glories.

4. Foreign politics from the beginning attracted Henry
VIII’s main attention. The two chief powers were now
France and Spain. France was the most rporetgn affairs,
compact, best governed, and most patriotic of 1608-1615.
European nations. Spain had, in the last generation,become
united by the marriage of Ferdinand, King of Aragon, with
Isabella, Queen of Castile, after which the Moors, who had
hitherto reigned in the south, had been driven out. It was
now being enriched by the wealth of the mines of America,
which Spain was rapidly appropriating for herself. Far
inferior in importance was Germany, which was split up
into many states, and almost as divided as Italy: but
there was still some faint German national feeling, and
the Roman Emperor, as the king of the Germans still
called himself, had some authority over its little princes,
besides deriving more solid power from his hereditary
dominions in Southern Germany (including Austria and
the neighbouring duchies), and from the rich territories of
the Netherlands, which he held through his marriage with
Mary of Burgundy, daughter and heiress of Charles the
Bold. Since the famous expedition of Charles VIII. to
Italy in 1494 had revealed to northern Europe the wealth
and the weakness of highly civilised, luxurious, and
cultivated Italy, European politics had gradually settled
down into a contest between the great nations, in which
supremacyover the little states beyond the Alps was the
gnze of victory. The French king, Louis XII., had made

imself Duke of Milan. His rival, Ferdinand of Aragon,
had conquered the kingdom of Naples and Sicily. The
Emperor Maximilian strove to establish himself in Italy at
the expense of Venice. Every small Italian state took the
side of one or the other, and so did its best to bring about
the ruin of the country. In Henry VII.’s days England
had generally allied itself to Spain, and Henry VIIIL
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renewed the Spanish alliance, when, immediately after his
accession, he carried out his long-deferred marriage with
Ferdinand’s daughter, Catharine of Aragon, his brother
Arthur’s widow. But Ferdinand had treated England
badly, and, at the time of Henry VIIL’s accession, his
action had completely isolated England from all con-
TheLeagneot  tinental politics. In 1508 France, Spain
Cambral, 1808. and the Emperor had for the moment
buried their disagreements and had united with many of
the Italian powers in the Leagwe of Cambras against Venice,
the wealthy aristocratic republic that all Italy feared and
envied. It seemed as if the great coalition would at once
destroy Venice, but the Venetians were clever diplomatists
and set to work to create dissensions among theirill-assorted
enemies. Before long theysucceeded. Julius I1.,the warlike
Pope, took the alarm lest the destruction of Venice should
lead to the absolute preponderance of the French in the
The Holy Leagus, Peninsula. By 1511 he joined with the Vene-
1611, tians, Ferdinand of Aragon, and the Emperor
Maximilian in a new league, whose object was to drive the
French out of Italy. This league was called the Holy
Lelz_z{uz because the Pope was at the head of it.

enry had been kept out of all opportunity of taking a
side in continental politics by the union of all the powers in
the League of Cambrai. He rejoiced to find that the conti-
nental states had broken “i) into two factions, so that he
had a chance of adopting a line of his own. He joined the
Holy League, hoping to gain glory by renewing the old
policy of the Edwards and Henrys of attacking France,
and was welcomed by the powers whose interests centred
in Italy, since they would have a better chance of driving
Louis XII. out of Milan, if the French had to repel an
English assault on their frontier as well as defend Lom-
bardy. To neutralise the English power, France as usual
stirred up Scotland to attack England, and James IV,
though the husband of Henry’s sister Margaret, eagerly
prepared to cross the Border.

5. In 1512 there was war all over Europe. The Holy l.eague
drove the renchfout of Milan, a.nlclielI;erl;linand invaded Nava.rreb south
of the enees, a king who was but a great

Wars of 1‘:;:1;‘{& Frenchl;{)rbleman, Henyry prepared to take an active
Leagus, part in the war, and Wolsey energetically busied himself
in equipping the English armies. It was agreed between Henry and
Ferdinapd that a simultaneous attack should be made on France from
two points at once. The Marquis of Dorset was sent with a large
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force to te with the Spaniards in an attempt to win back the
English kin;]s old possessions in Guienne, while from the open gate of
Calais a strong English army was to pour into the north
of France. Dorset's ition was a sorry failure.
England had been so long unused to continental
warfare that even Wolsey's energy could not prevent a hopeless col-
lapse of the commissariat. The English troops were raw and un-
trained, and their discipline soon broke down under the privations to
which the unreadiness of their leaders, and the hot sun and drenching
rains of Spain exposed them. ‘‘The greatest lack of victuals,” they
complained to the king, ‘‘is of beer, for {our subjects had liefer for to
drink beer than wine and cider ; for the hot wines do harm them and
the cider doth cast them in sickness and disease.” Moreover, the
cold policy of Ferdinand prevented them ever measuring swords with
the enemy. It suited the Spanish king to use them to complete his
conquest of Navarre, rather than help them to invade Guienne. Before
the end of August mutiny broke out, and the angry and suffering troops
forced their weak generals to take them back to England. It was a
disastrous and disgraceful beginning. Our continental allies began to
distrust us, ** Englishmen have so long abstained from war,"” said the
Emperor's daughter, ‘‘ they lack experience, from disuse; and, if
report be true, eﬂ are sick of it already.”

Henry and Wolsey redoubled their efforts, and the campaign of
1513 was at least no such utter failure as that of the previous year. In
the spring of the year a gallant attack on the French galleys as they
lay in shallow water retrieved the reputation of the English for courage,
though it cost the life of the brave admiral Sir Edward Howard. In
July Henry and his great army started from Calais on
an invasion of Northern France. The moneyless @uinegatte,
Maximilian joined him with some German troops, and Ihércusane, aad
did not think it beneath the dignity of Ceesar Augustus :
to take Henry's pay. The French did not resist very strenuously :
their best troops were in Italy; and when Henry intercepted a large
French force at Guinegatte, on 16th August, the enemy fled so speedilg
that thz used their sgurs more than their swords, and the Englis|
called the fight the Battle of the Spurs. This victory led to the
capture of the two important towns of TAéoxanne and Tournas, of
which latter city Wolsey, who had taken part in the whole campaign,
was now made bishoB;l

On the eve of the Battle of the Spurs, a herald from James IV. had
warned Henry that the Scots intended to invade England, if the Eng-
lish persisted in their invasion of France. But not an Flodden Flald
English troo‘Fet was sent home to meet this new danger. ..o on 4
The Lord Treasurer, Surrey, hurried to the north )
to iut the frontier in a state of defence, and Queen Catharine herself
took the lead in equipping the army destined to fight the Scots. ‘‘ You
are not so busy with war in Thérouanne,” she wrote to Wolsey, *‘ as I
am encumbered with it in England. They are all here very glad to
be busy with the Scots, for they take it for a pastime. My heart is
very good to it, and I am horribly busy with making standards,
banners, and badges.” Early in August James IV, crossed the Tweed
with a ‘“ well-fed and fat army, much ordnance, plenty of victuals,”
including excellent beer. He easily eaptuted and destroyed Norham
and other Border castles, On Surrey's approach James took up a

Dorset in Bpain,
1512,
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strong position on Flodden Edge, ahill a few miles south of the Tweed,
where the little river Till protected one of his flanks and a dee]
morass the other. In the chivalrous fashion of the time Surrey chn.l—

FLODDEN ]
9 Sept. 1513 i, s
English Miles o Lo Dﬁ

O.,,,.
i,
s

English Army marked thus T scottisn Army marked thus | ]
A_Jumes I'V's 1st.Position B.James IV's 3nd.Position C_Position of troops during battle

1 Sir Edmund Howard a Chamlberlain of Scotland

2 The Lord Admirad b Earls of Crawyford and Mantroas

3 The Earl of Surrey tartte © King of Scots

4 Sir E Stanley tooxHis flagk charge during the d Earls of Lennaz, Huntly & Asgylh
©__Scats Reserve

lenged James to battle on the next Friday. The Till separated the
armies, but Surrey by marching northwards towards the Tweed forced
James afterall to fight at a disadvantage. Fearing lest Surrey’s north-
ward march threatened an invasion of Scotland, James left his strong
position on Flodden Edge, and stationed his host on Branxton Hill,
some distance to the north. Meanwhile Surrey, desisting from bis
northward march, crossed the Till at Twizel Bridge and turned south-
wards on the Scots, in order to redeem his challenge. On gth Sep-
tember the battle took place. As the English moved up towards
them the Scots came down from Branxton Hill and fought in the
plain. . The English stood between the Scots and retreat to their own
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country ; and left them no chance but to fight desperately. Each
side was arrayed in four ‘‘ battles” or divisions. Surrey's sons, Thomas
Howard, Admiral of England, and Sir Edmund Howard, commanded
the English right, and first encountered the foe. The ‘‘battle” com-
manded by Surrey himself was over against the Scottish division com-
manded by the ]{ing. In a hard hand-to-hand infantry fight, James
and his nobles atoned by their gallantry for the tactical errors that had
undone their gallant followers. To the last they blundered. Their
reserves never got into action, and the ‘‘battles” were so far apart
that they gave each other little support. The fierce Borderers on the
Scots left, under the Chamberlain of Scotland, carried all before them.
However, Surrey in the centre prevailed over James, while the High-
landers on the Scots right were easily routed by Sir E, Stanley and his
Lancashire archers on the English left, who climbed Branxton Hill
and took those fighting with King James on flank and rear. By this
manceuvre the already half-beaten ranks of the Scots were utterly
broken. Darkness alone allowed a few to escape by circuitous roads
over the Border. James, with the bravest of the northern nobility,
lay dead on the field. As the poet Lindsay wrote—

*“ I never read in tragedy or story
At one journey [day's work‘] so many nobles slain,
For the defence and love of their sovereign.”

The victorious general was made Duke of Norfolk, a title lost to
the Howards when Surrey’s father died fighting on the wrong side at
Bosworth field .

6. Next year the war languished and died out. Henry
was bitterly disappointed with his allies, and found his
father’s treasures scattered, though France was p,,.q witn
far from being beaten. He was as angry with Prance and
his father-in-law as with the French, and BScotiand, 1614,
gladly accepted the overtures for a treaty made by Louis
XI1.,who, being finally driven out of Italy, was anxious to end
his days in peace. The warlike Julius 1. was dead, rejoic-
ing that the barbarians had been driven over the Alps.
After Flodden, Henry’s sister Margaret ruled over the
Scots in the name of her little son James V., and won over
the country to the English side. Accordingly it was easy
to make peace both with France and Scotland. The new
friendship with France was cemented by the marriage of
Mary, Henry’s younger sister, to the worn-out and broken-
down French king. Earlyin 1515 Louis died, and Mary, who
had married once to please her brother, chose .. rosor
a second husband to please herself. This was andher
her old lover Ckarles Brandon, Duke of busbands.
Suffolk, a robust and handsome but dull young nobleman,
who was a personal friend and boon companion of Henry,
and had won some little distinction in fighting the French.
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7. The six years that followed the treaty with the French
and Scots were years of unbroken peace for England,
Forelgn politics.  though the continental struggle was notended
1515-1031. till 1516. The great feature of the time was
the dying off of the older generation of princes, in whose
places came young, ambitious, and capable rulers, the con-
temporaries of Henry in age, and his rivals in energy and
ambition. In 1515 Francsis I. of France succeeded. his
cousin Louis XII. He was active and warlike, and refused
to acquiesce tamely in the loss of Milan. In the year of
his accession he crossed the Alps and won a great victory
at Marignano, thus forcing his enemies to make peace on
terms that restored to him the Duchy of Milan. In 1516
Ferdinand of Aragon died, and was succeeded by his
grandson Charles of Auslria, the son of Joanna, daughter
and heiress of Ferdinand and Isabella, by the Archduke
Philip of Austria, the son and heir of the Emperor Maxi-
milian and of Mary of Burgundy, the only daughter of
Charles the Bold of Burgundy. The great Burgundian
inheritance in the Netherlands and the Free County of
Burgundy, between the Sadne and the Jura, were now
joined to the inheritance of Ferdinand and Isabella,
Aragon, Castile, Navarre, Naples, and the vast American
dominion that the followers of Columbus were winning for
the Spaniards. In 1519 the old Emperor Maximilian died
also, and Charles succeeded as a matter of course to Austria
and all his hereditary dominions. The dignity of Roman
Emperor was, however, elective, and it was the interest of
the German princes not to have too powerful a ruler at
their head. Accordingly Francis I. entered into com-
petition with Charles for this office, but after a sharp
The contest with Francis, Charles gained the day,
oftherivalryor and was chosen in 1519 as the Emperor
OharlesV.and  Charles V. It was (flam that a long struggle
Francls L for supremacy would soon break out between
Francisand Charles. All the subordinate princes of Europe
ranged themselves on the side of one or the other, and
astute statesmen like the new Pope, Leo X., sought to set
up some sort of balance between them. Which side would
Henry take in the forthcoming war ?

Theforeign policy of the Middle Ages was largely based on
traditions of enmity and friendship. France was the natural
enemy of England; and Spain, Flanders, and the Empire
were England’s traditional allies. But the great changes
in European statecraft that had begun with Charles VIIIL.’s
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invasion of Italy had now led to the setting up of the idea
of the EEuropean political lsysl:e:‘ln and of the balance of
ower. Europe was now looked upon as a 4,

gingle whole g)ensisting of different indepen- r’:'umsym
dent parts, and each of the individual states a8dthe Balance
watched very carefully its neighbours’ doings, er-

lest they should grow so powerful as to upset the European
balance. The establishment of compact national monarchies
on the ruins of feudalism and the Church made the kings
so strong that they were able to look abroad and busy
themselves in foreign affairs. What has been sometimes
called the medizval policy of principles and traditions
was now succeeded by a policy of interests. It was no
longer possible for a state to hold the same foreign policy
from generation to generation. What it now aimed at
was its own immediate interests. What it specially tried
to avoid was any growth of the power of its neighbours
which might prove likely to upset the European balance,
Now that Henry VIII. and Wolsey had again made Eng-
land a state of European importance, it was a critical
matter whether they would be moved by the old or the new
ideas. .

In the wars of the Holy League Henry had clung to
England’s traditional policy, and had fought with his an
cestral allies against his ancestral foes. But gy ana
he had found that all his skill was powerless the Europsan
to win new Crecys or Agincourts, and that his Balauoe.
father-in-law and his other allies had made him their cats-
paw. Accordingly Henry veered round to France, and
the friendship which he had concluded with Louis XII. was
renewed with Francis ., though Francis did his best to
defeat England’s old allies, and had even broken down the
rule of Henry’s sister in Scotland by setting up against her
his puppet the Duke of Albany as regent. For nearly six
years after Francis’ accession England and France re-
mained on friendly terms. But Wolsey’s real object was
to make England the tongue of the balance between France
and Spain. Hedesired to preserve the balance of power
which Charles rather than Francis seemed to threaten,
and he also wished to keep the peace, using England as a
makeweight or mediator between the two allies. He so
won over Francis that he persuaded him to recall Albany
to France, though the misconduct of Margaret made it im-
gvossible for her to regain power over Scotland. In 1518

olsey had succeeded in joining all Europe together in a

2B
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union, the threads of which he held in his own hands. But
the contest for the Empire unsettled everything. The old
traditions were by no means dead. Charles V. not only
represented all the traditional alliances of England. He
was Queen Catharine’s nephew. His power, joined with that
of England, might well give Henry the chance of winning
back Normandy or Guienne from Francis. Moreover
Francis was far from being reallya friend of England. There
were grave difficulties on both sides. Sometimes even the
policy of mediation seemed too cold and profitless, and
more ambitious thoughts haunted Henry and his minister.
Henry in 1519 posed as a candidate for the Empire.
Wolsey more than once was hopeful of being made Pope.
But these were but momentary feelings. Both were shrewd,
practical men and did not give up realities for visions.

In 1520 war between Francis and Charles was on the
verge of breaking out. Both rivals competed eagerly for
England’s support and listened to Wolsey’s

His policy of . . .0
mediation, peace-makingand mediating proposals. Henry
1019-103L. and his minister had personal interviews with

both Francis and Charles. The conference between the
French and English kings took place on the Calais border,
and the two courts displayed such extraordinary pomp and
magnificence that men called the meeting-place the Field of
the Cloth of Gold. But nothing came either of the profuse
waste of money or of the elaborate protestations of friend-
The Fleld orshe ShIp between the two kings. Before long
Olothof@old,  Charles met Henry in a much humbler fashion
1s20. at Gravelines. Wolsey now held a conference
at Calais, in which he professed to mediate between the
two rivals. But it was little more than a pretence. When
in 1521 open war broke out, England had to take a side
or see itself effaced. Despite all the fine talk of a French
alliance, Henry now declared himself a partisan of the
Emperor.

8. The first war between Francis 1. and Charles V, began in 152r.
and went on with one break until 1529. It was almost uniformly dis-
astrous to France, though Henry could not claim that

m‘"‘l":d‘“ English soldiers had done much to contribute to the
mv‘ defeat of his enemy. With all his constant talk of
1821.1529. war, and all the wearisome and insincere negotiations
with which Henry busied himself, his actual interven-

tions in continental warfare were few and not very brilliant. His
campaigns against France in 1522 and 1523 were not more glorious
than his wars against the same enemy in 1512 and 1513. In 1522
Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, son of the victor of Flodden,
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plundered the Breton coast with his ships, and afterwards led an-army
of invasion into Picardy; but he did nothing but devastate the country
round about Boulogne. Next year Surrey was transferred to Scotland,
whither Albany returned on the outbreak of war,

hoping to effect a diversion on bebalf of the French. Campaignsof
But Surrey’s brutal devastation of the Borders was :m and
enough to teach the Scots their lesson. Albany was y599.1523.

a poor soldier, and retreated on Surrey’s appearance.

The English rejoiced over an easy triumph, and Skelton wrote a poem
telling how Albany—

¢t Like a coward knight,
He fled and durst not fight ;
He ran away by night."”

Scotland soon made a truce, and took no further part in the war.
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Suffolk, Henry's brother-in-law, took Surrey’s place in the second
invasion of France that was projected for 1523. But Suffolk proved a
wretched general, and the brave array that he led out of Calais
effected nothing commensurate with the expense of its equipment.
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Meanwhile the real war was being fought out elsewhere. Despite the
i:l(l)nntry of his soldiers, Francis was utterly driven out of Milan, Pope

X. and the Italian princes banding togmetﬂu with the Emperor
against him. His kinsman, the Duke of bon, plotted against
him and deserted to the enemy. On attempting, in 1525, to win back
Battle of Pa his Lombard inheritance, he was utterly defeated and
1025 V%, taken prisoner at the great battle of Pavia, where
: he lost, as he boasted, everything but his honour. He
bought his freedom by a promise to give up Burgundy, but on return-
ing to France broke his word and renewed the war. This time the
Italian princes, with Pope Clement VII., Leo X.’s nephew and succes-
Back of sor, at their head, feared the Emperor so much that they
b Bome,  helped the French. But the imperial troops horrified

: Europe by their bloody sack of Rome. The Po,

became a prisoner, and the Italian league was dissolved. Neither the
perfidy nor the bravery of Francis answered any good end. His troops
were finally expelled from Italy in 1528, and in 1529 he
was forced to sign the Peace of Camdrai on terms that
made Charles V. absolute master of Italy. Hence-
forth Italy was practically an imperial possession, and its petty
princes, with Clement VII. the foremost among them, were the abject
vassals of Charles. Crowned Emperor by the Pope, Charles dreamt
of renewing the old glories of the Medizeval Empire. He was the
strongest prince in Christendom and might well aspire to be ‘‘lord
of the world " in fact as well as name. -

Peace of

9. The foreign policy of England gradually changed as
the Emperor’s successes became more and more brilliant.
England and the 1 1€ campaigns of 1522-1523, though failures,
Fronch Aliance  had exhausted Henry’s resources and again
1526-1689. brought home to him the impossibility of carry-
ing out an ambitious policy. Henceforth he took little part
in the war, though he remained the enemy of France as far
as the name went. After the battle of Pavia, he thought
once more for a moment of profiting by the calamities of
France to win back Normandy from the beaten kingdom
and the captive king. However, on maturer reflection, he
adopted a very different line. Instead of availing himself of
his nephew’s victory to press France hard, he took alarm at
the danger to the balance of power, which the threatened
preponderance of Charles bade fair to bring about. For
the first time in English history the new policy of interests
pointed in a different direction from the old policy of prin-
ciples. Wolsey, ever faithful to his instincts of mediation and
balancing, seized the opportunity. In 1525 he made peace
with France, making as a pretext the Emperor’s refusal to
co-operate in a policy of active invasion. After his release
from his Spanish captivity, Francis was so anxious to renew
the war that he gladly offered very good terms for a closer



-1529.] Henry VIII. and Wolsey 389

alliance with England. There was talk of marrying the Lady
Mary, the only surviving child of Henry and Catharine, to
Francis himself, who was a widower. But the proposal was
suddenly changed by the English into one for wedding
Mary to Francis’ second son, a young boy. The French
were disgusted, but nevertheless the negotiation did not
drop. After the sack of Rome, Wolsey went on a stately
embassy to France to arrange for this alliance. But
Francis was so unsuccessful that the scanty prospect of
English help was no sufficient inducement for Eim to con-
tinue the struggle. When he made peace in 1529, England
had not yet drawn the sword in his favour. Henry and his
minister had succeeded in making England almost the
third power in Europe. But that was very little to show for
years of incessant diplomacy. After all, the weakness of
England’s position as a makeweight was, that her power
weighed so lightly that, even when it was thrown on to the
weaker side, it was as yet too little to turn the scale.
Despite the English change of sides, Charles remained the
master of Europe, and when it came to the point, England
did not even venture to strike a blow. Nevertheless,
with all its futility in results, Wolsey had done no small
service to England. Under Henry VII, England counted for
nothing at all. Under Henry VIII. she was again, thanks
to Wolsey, something to be reckoned with. England
moreover had come out of her isolation and had become
an element, if not a supremely important one, in the
political system of Europe.

10. Though the chief greatness of Wolsey lay in his
astuteness as a diplomatist, yet he made some mark as a
home minister. The grandness of some of his wy, gomesttc
schemes of domestic reformation, however policy of Wolsey,
imperfectly they were carried out, stand in 818-1830.
pleasant contrast to the trickery and lying that defaced
every step of his foreign policy, even when he was striving
after high ends. The first few years of Henry’s reign were
a period of unruffied calm. The king royally spent his
money on pomp and ostentation ; and the chroniclers have
little to tell save of the pageants and revelries at court.
With the outbreak of war, the need for money began to
make itself felt, and it was well for Henry that Wolsey's
influence now became strong enough to check some of the
waste and extravagance of the early days of the reign.
Yet the Parliament of 1512 gave the large grant of
£160,000, which was all that the king asked for, and peace
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was renewed before financial pressure again made itself
felt. Plague and sedition alone disturbed the unbroken
quiet of the next few years. In 1517 and 1528 there were
repeated outbreaks of the sweating sickness, a strange and
deadly epidemic that singled out for its special victims the
gross, well-fed, uncleanly Englishmen of the time. On
EviMayDsy, ZLvil May Day, 1517, riots broke out in
1817, London, when the London apprentices laid
violent hands on the foreigners dwelling in the capital.
The disturbances were thought to be too remissly put down
by the city authorities, who sympathised with the rioters’
hatred of foreigners and foreign ways. A few victims
were hung; and four hundred of the culprits condemned
to die were paraded, with halters round their necks,
before Henry, who, amidst a scene of wild rejoicing,
pardoned them all. But if Henry favoured the people,
like his father he feared the old nobility, and \zolsey,
now at the height of his power, treated them with
Execution of studied insolence. Edward Stafford, Duke of
Buckingham, Buckingham, the son of Richard I11.’s accom-
1631 plice and victim, and a descendant of Edward
I11. through Thomas of Woodstock, was the most im-
portant representative left of the older baronial houses.
He was a foolish man, proud of his exalted rank and silly
enough to listen to lying prophets who poured into his
greedy ears stories of how the king would soon die, and
how he himself would become heir to the crown. He did
not conceal his dislike of the Cardinal, and boasted freely
of the great future revealed to himself. In April 1521, he
was suddenly arrested, and tried as a traitor. There was
little evidence of real treason, but the king held that he was
guilty, and the peers were too timid to go against the king’s
will. In May Buckingham was condemned and executed.
His vast estates were divided among the courtiers. From
that time the proudest nobles of the land were absolutely
cowed.

11. The expenses of the war in 1522 and 1523 again
compelled Henry to summon parliament. The Commons
The Parllamens  Of the period, still afraid of the old days when
of 1623. the nobles ruled as they would, were disposed
to support the king, as their best protection against over-
powerful subjects. But this state of things had now passed
by, and Henry made demands on their purses more exces-
sive than had ever been known. Wolsey as Chancellor
demanded a subsidy of 800,000, a vast sum for those days,
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and five times as much as the grant eleven years before which
had been thought a heavy burden. When the Commons
showed consternation at the request, the Cardinal went
down to the House in state and lectured them on their duty
of supporting the king. The speaker, Sir Thomas More,
the bnlliant man of letters, who here first took a leading
position in public life, did his best to persuade the
Commons to make the grant, and finally a large sum was
voted, though not so much as Wolsey had asked for.
Never a lover of parliaments, this imperfect success led
Wolsey to manage without their help in the future. Two
years later, when the battle of Pavia suggested the wisdom
of again equipping an army and invading France during
the king’s captivity, the money necessary was obtained not
by parliamentary grant, but by what was e Amicadte
called an Amicable Loan. This was a device Loan, 1025,
of Wolsey’s, who sent commissioners to every shire to call
upon all men to pay a sixth part of their substance to sup-
port the king’s project of invading France in person. The
Cardinal himself harangued the lord mayor and corporation
of London to induce their obedience. *The king must go
like a prince,” he said, “ which cannot be without your aid.
Beware, therefore, and resist not, otherwise it may fortune
to cost some their heads.” Later on the citizens said that
an act of Richard II1. had made benevolences illegal. “I
marvel,” he answered, “that you speak of Richard, which
was a usurper and the murderer of his nephews. Of so
evil a man how can the acts begood?” But the Londoners
still resisted, and Wolsey was fain to agree that every man
should “privily grant what he would.” Nor was there less
resistance in the country. A revolt was threatened in the
eastern counties, and Wolsey feared for his life. “The poor
cursed,” wrote a chronicler ; “the rich repugned, the light
wits rallied : but in conclusion all people cursed the
Cardinal and his coadherents as subversers of the laws and
liberties of Enﬁland.” “If men should give their goods by
a commission,” was the cry, “then it would be worse than
the taxes of France, and England should be bond and not
free.” In the end Henry revoked the commissions. Even
the fierce Tudor had to bend before the storm, which resist-
ance to arbitr taxation had excited. Wolsey, already
hated by the nobles, was henceforth hated by the Commons.
12. Beneath the seeming calm of the time, the seeds of
revolution were being sown, and the long peace of the
strong king’s reign opened up England to the new ideas of
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Europe, at the very time when her statesmen were making
her a full member of the European body politic. Even in
2he Remascence  the troubled days of the Wars of the Roses
in Ttaly and’ there had been a few Englishmen inspired
England. by the new learning which had radiated from
Italy all over Europe. The introduction of printing had
opened up to a wide public ideas hitherto limited to a little
circle of scholars. Men had began to ask questions and
criticise authorities. It was no longer enough to say, “It
has always been so,” “It is written thus,” which in earlier
times had been looked upon as sufficient answers to any
curious inquiries. Before long fruits of this new spirit were
to be seen when the great change in men’s minds, which
was called the Renascence, that is the New Birth, became
fully accomplished. This movement took many shapes. To
some it meant the revived study of classical literature, and
especially of Greek, which had been almost unknown in
the Middle Ages, but was now again pursued with rare
devotion and enthusiasm. To others it meant something
wider than this, a new birth of the human spirit, and a fierce
revolt against the Middle Ages, with their subservience
to authority, their dogmatism, their narrowness and their
bigotry. Italy, the first home of the Renascence, became
full of the most active intellectual life. Her scholars, her
artists, her writers made her the admiration of the world,
and in the days before the invasion of Charles VIII.,, Italy
was the most civilised, wealthy and enlightened of European
countries. But the spirit of revolt not seldom became an
indiscriminate casting off of all control. The statesmen of
Italy mocked at morality ; many of her scholars mocked
at both morality and religion. Since Italy had become the
battle ground of Europe, she had undergone a fiery trial,
which was rapidly putting an end to the domination of the
new spirit there, and the few English who went to Italy for
inspiration brought back the sacred impulse to thought
an(f study, rather than the excesses of the degenerate
Italians of the last age of the Renascence.

In the days of Henry VI, the mew /learning in
England had its foremost champions in a little band of
The Oxford Oxford men, whose chief object was to throw
Reformers. off the trammels of the medizval schoolmen,
and set up the study of Greek and of classical thought and
letters in the place of the dry logic and hide-bound
theology of the men of the o/d learning. Foremost among
these were William Grocyn, who first taught Greek in
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Oxford, Thomas Linacre, Prince Arthur’s tutor, famous both
as a physician and as a Awmanis¢ or classical scholar, and
John Colet, who in 1496 first lectured after the modem
fashion on the Greek Testament in Oxford, and, becoming
Dean of St. Paul’s, set up, hard by the Cathedral, St. Paul’s
School, as a seminary of classical learning and sound religion
(1510). Of a somewhat younger generation were Erasmus
of Rotterdam, the most illustrious writer of his time, who
spent many years in England, and T4omas More, a judge’s
son, who, to the great grief of his fellow scholars, gave up
a life of study for the bar and politics, but never lost his
love of scholarship or his zeal for the new learning. All
these men saw in their different ways that the times were
full of evil, and they were zealous to make things better.
But they were moderate men, who wished to permeate the
old forms with the new spirit, rather than build up a violent
revolution from without. Erasmus was a timid student,
who laughed at bigotry and abuses, but shrank from the
rough work of ending them. Colet, a2 man of
" a more sturdy nature, was intensely religious, *** %W
and denounced the blindness, ignorance, and worldliness
of the clergy, and strove to make men more spiritually
minded by studying the Bible in a reasonable and reveren-
tial spirit. Yet he had no quarrel with the doctrines or
system of the Church, but only with the ignorance and
corruption which had overspread its teaching and practice
with countless abuses. More was as devout as Colet, but
ge wasel a laymandver;ed in aflfairs, and his mind turned
om religious and educational problems to
consider the general state of sogety. More B ThomasMore.
saw that many evils were underlying the apparent pro-
sperity of the times, and that England was not far distant
from an economic and social revolution. In his famous
book called Ufopia, published in Latin in 1515, More
sought to stir up men’s discontent with the political and
social system in which they lived by depicting an imagin-
ary ideal commonwealth where everything was ordered by
reason. In Utopia there were no aggressive
wars, no religious persecutions, no indiffer-
ence to things intellectual or spiritual, no violence, no
crime, no idleness, no overwork, no eager striving for
place and power, no glaring contrasts of wealth and
poverty, but all was harmonious, happy and contented.
Nor did More confine himself to dreaming dreams of an
ideal happiness. He drew in the same book a vivid

Utopia 15185.
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picture of the evils that beset England and suggested .
powerful remedies for them. The country was overrun
with disbanded soldiers, cast-off serving-men, and other
“sturdy vagrants,” unwilling to work or for whom no work
could be got. In despair they took to robbery, and, as a
cruel law punished robbery, no less than murder, with death,
they thought it safer to kill their victims as well as to
plunder them, since in any case, if they were found out, the
f)enalty was the same, and dead men told no tales. If the
aw were less “sharp and ungentle” there would be fewer
murders. If the people had more employment there would
be fewer robbers and vagrants. But the rich landowners
had discovered that it was more profitable to breed sheep
than grow corn. In England “sheep are the devourers of
men, and sheep masters the decayers of husbandry.”
Noblemen and gentlemen, for the sake of gain, leave no
ground for tillage but enclose all in pastures. Pasture
lands require fewer labourers than corn lands, so they
“pluck down towns and villages and turn churches into
sheep folds.” In short the social and economical system of
the Middle Ages was decaying, like their politics, their
learning, and their religion. As ever in revolutionary
times, the worst men came to the top. “Men speak of
the commonwealth, but every man pursueth his private
gain.” .

13. HenryVIII. and Wolsei were no theoretic reforme
but they were not untouched by the spirit of the times an
Wolsey's seclead-  WeTe anxious to do something to make things
astical policy.  better, though they never seriously grappled
with the delicate and difficult task of radical reform. More
went into the king’s service and Henry delighted to do
him honour. Wolsey busied himself with plans of educa-
tional reformation, which partake of the grandeur and
nobleness of all his designs. He saw that the Church
wanted reform, and though not stopping to amend his own
life or to to the root of the evils, he nevertheless had
real remedies to offer. In 1518 Henry persuaded Leo X.
to make Wolsey “legate a lafere,” a special deputy sent
directly from the Pope’s side and having in his own hands
the delegated authority of the Papacy. The strange com-
bination of political and ecclesiastical authority which he
now enjoyed gave him a position such as no one had ever
held in England before. He thought that he was now
strong enough to carry out his great ideas. About 1524
he persuaded Pope and king to allow him to dissolve
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some small poverty-stricken and corrupt monasteries, out
of whose revenues he began to establish two great
colleges, One of the two was at Oxford, and he called
it Cardinal College, and endowed it on a scale of hitherto
unknown magnificence. The other he set up at Ipswich,
his native town, to serve as a school to supply his Oxford
foundation with students. In doing this he was but treading
in the steps of earlier reformers, like William of Wykeham
and Henry VI. He saw that there were too many lazy
monks and not enough deep scholars. By his new estab-
lishments he hoped to make the clergy better educated and
more energetic. Without any radical changes of doctrine
or organisation, he aspired to reform the Church from
within. His impulse was a wise and noble one, but it re-
?uired much more care and time than Wolsey could spare
rom his other business to carry out such a policy properly.
When Wolsey fell his work of educational reformation was
only half begun.

14. A few good men were busy with great plans for
mﬁking the worlg betterd and gviser. Buit the king, on
whom everything depended, was bent on satis- -
fying hisr%tvl:n selfish wishes. It was bad :':'m“;!"m
enough, as some thought, to exhaust the re- W'f-;’&.
sources of England in useless wars, and soil "7**
her honour by lying and deceitful diplomacy. But the
worst trickery of Wolsey’s statecraft was respectable beside
the idea that now took full possession of the self-willed
king. We have seen how, after 1525, he broke from the
alliance with his wife’s nephew, Charles V. Besides his
fear of Charles’s power, he had a stronger and more per-
sonal motive for his change of policy. He had grown tired
of his queen, the Emperor’s aunt, and in 1527 he applied
to Clement VII. for a divorce from the lady who had been
his wife for over eighteen years.

Catharine of Aragon, the youngest child of Ferdinand
and Isabella, had come to England as a girl of sixteen to
wed the Prince Arthur, Within a few months of the mar-
riage the young Prince of Wales lay dead at Ludlow (1502),
and Catharine stayed in England, partly because she
remained a pledge of the Spanish alliance, and partly be-
cause her return home would have been very inconvenient
to her miserly father-in-law, as her rich wedding portion
would have left England with her. Accordingly it was
proposed that she should marry her brother-in-law, the
new Prince of Wales, Henry, who was six years her
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junior. Such a wedding was against the rules of the Church,
but dispensations were got from Rome that satisfied even
the pious scruples of Queen Isabella, her mother. Never-
theless the marriage was not carried out, and the young
widow remained neglected until the Prince of Wales became
Henry VIII. But within two months of his accession,
Henry married her. Despite the disparity of ages .they
lived happily for many years, though Henry was a very
faithless husband and their dispositions were extremely
different. “The king adores her, and her Highness him,”
wrote her confessor, and Catharine threw herself with great
energy into carrying out her husband’s policy, as, for
instance, in fighting the Scots in 1513. She was a light-
haired, plump lady of blond complexion, not handsome, but
of a “lively and gracious disposition.” Though she loved
her needle and her books of devotion better than court
festivities or hunting and hawking, she was well educated,
had a decided will and character, and was devoted to her
husband. As she grew older, her health broke down and
Henry grew tired of her, especially after 1522, when there
first appeared at court Anne Boleyn, the daughter of a
Norfolk gentleman, whose grandfather had made a fortune
as a London merchant, and who was connected with the
great noble houses both through his mother, a lady of
the Irish house of Ormonde, and by his own marriage

to the daughter of the Duke of Norfolk, the hero of

Flodden. “Madame Anne,” wrote an eyewitness, “is
not one of the handsomest women in the world. She is
of middling stature and swarthy complexion, and has
nothing but the king’s great love and her eyes, which are
black and beautiful” She was bright and lively, and had
“ wonderful long hair.” She knew her power over the king,
and kept him at a distance. Before long Henry was madly
in love with her. He now began to pretend to have scruples
about the lawfulness of his marriage with his brother’s
widow. Was it not, he argued, against the law of God, and
could even the Pope authorise the violation of the divine
commandments? All his children by Catharine were dead,
save the Lady Mary, whom he had made in 1525 Princess
of Wales. Henry persuaded himself or others that the
death of Catharine’s other children was a mark of God’s
displeasure; and argued, with more force, that there
was no example of a woman ruling England, and that so
long as he had no son, there was a danger lest the succes-
sion should become uncertain. and civil war break out on
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his death. But the root of the matter was that the selfish,
self-willed king wanted to get rid of Catharine and marry
Anne. His fierce pursuit of his object was to be stopped
by no obstacles, and he worked both perseveringly and
violently in carryingk out his purpose. In vain Wolsey
spent hours on his knees before Henry, begging him to
desist from his intent. The only result was that Henry
began to grow weary of his minister.

According to the law of the Church a valid marriage
could not be broken. A divorce, in the language of the
time, meant declaring a marriage null and void from
the beginning. But side by side with the theoretical
strictness of the marriage law, there was a practical
laxity that could hardly be exceeded; and the greedy
ecclesiastical lawyers in their corrupt church courts
showed extragrdinary cleverness in inventing excuses for
annulling what seemed to be lawful wedlock. Henry’s
sister Margaret had easily got divorced in a scandalous
way from her second husband, Angus, and, a little
earlier, Louis XII. had brutally set aside his first wife
with the Pope’s goodwill. But Henry’s application put
the Pope in peculiar difficulties. Henry was prudent
enough not to raise the question of the power of any
Pope to dispense with the law that prohibited marriage to
a brother's widow. He only asked that Julius Il.’s dis-
pensation should be declared invalid on the ground of
certain irregularities of form, and he did not even press a
proposal he at one time entertained of asking for a new
dispensation to commit bigamy. But since the sack of
Rome, Clement was the Emperor’s creature, and for a time
his prisoner ; and it was impossible for him to go against
Charles, who fiercely upheld his aunt’s cause. Yet it was
hard for Clement to quarrel with Henry, especially as he
was hoping that Henry, in alliance with Francis, would save
Italy from the tyranny of the Emperor. A timid, shuffling,
cunning diplomatist, careful chiefly of his position as an
Italian prince, Clement’s only course was to temporise.
By delaying as long as he could, he hoped that the march

events would relieve the embarrassments of his position.
Wolsey, accepting the inevitable, reluctantly urged upon
Clement to comply with his master’s request. He could not
believe that Henry really meant to marry the giddy, insig-
nificant court lady, but he hoped that, if Henry were free,
he might persuade him to strengthen still further his darling
French alliance by wedding some lady of the royal house
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of France. Anxious to please everybody, Clement at last
yielded to Wolsey’s importunity, and reluctantly agreed
to appoint what was called a Decretal Commission, that is,
a commission to find out whether the form of the dispensa-
tion was as Henry had declared, it being laid down in the
document that, if this were the case, the marriage was
invalid. The Pope appointed two legates to act as his
commissioners. One was Wolsey himself, the other was
Cardinal Campeggio, an Italian who, being the resident
agent of Henry at Rome, held the bishopric of Salisbury.

Henry and Anne were overjoyed, but Wolsey was nervous
and the Pope very much alarmed, now that he had given
away the power of settling the question to others. Clement,
however, resolved that the commission should never take its
course. Campeggio did his best to delay matters. Gout and
other excuses delayed his departure from Rome, and made
his journey to England a very slow one. It was not until 1529
that the legates opened their court at Blackfriars. Catharine,
who had firmly resisted their private advice to quietly
retire to a convent, took up a bold line before them. She
declared in her husband’s presence that she had been his
faithful wife for twenty years, and had done nothing that
made her worthy to be put to public shame. She appealed
to the Pope himself, ang her confessor, Jokn Fisker, Bishop
of Rochester, the best and most learned of the bishops,
appeared before the court, and said that “to avoid the
damnation of his soul” he had come to declare that the
marriage could not be dissolved by any law human or
divine. Public opinion was strongly moved. Campeggio
still forced Wolsey to delay. The court did not open till
the end of May, and Campeggio insisted on adjourning,
after a few weeks, for the long vacation. Before it had re-
assembled, the news came that the Pope had revoked the
commission and all the business had to be gone into over
again at Rome. The Emperor had forced his dependent
to throw over the English King.

15. The baffled king’s anger now fell heavily on Wolsey.
For the last few years Wolsey’s relations to the king had not
Fhe Pall of been so cordial as of old. He repeatedly saw
Wolsey, 1829.  Henry overrule his wishes and then make him
the scapegoat of the ill-success of the policy which he had
unsuccessfully opposed. In the early stages of the divorce
suit Henry had carefully kept Wolsey ignorant of the real
course of events. ‘The nobles and people joined together
in baiting the masterful Chancellor and Henry was not
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averse to getting a fresh spell of popularity by sacrificing
his minister. Anne Boleyn’s grandfather, the old Duke of
Norfolk, had died in 1524, but his son, the new duke, the
Surrey of the French war of 1522, backed up the cause of
his niece, and Anne Boleyn, now established in great
state in the royal palace, looked upon Wolsey as responsible
for the failure of the legatine court. The old nobles
renewed their attacks on their ancient enemy, and now
Henry’s favour was withdrawn. Wolsey was driven from
the chancellorship and his property was seized. The
monstrous charge was brought against him of having broken
the statute of Preemunire by acting as Pope’s legate, though
it was notorious that he had taken the office with the king’s

oodwill. His college at Ipswich was destroyed, and
%ardinal College confiscated by the king, who twice re-
founded it, though on a smaller scale and finally under the
name of Christ Church. The fallen minister made an abject
submission, and was at last allowed to leave his retreat at
Esher and go back to his diocese of York. In Yorkshire
he threw himself with unwonted energy into his work as
archbishop, and succeeded in winning the love of the rude
north countrymen. But he could not remain contented, and
sought to be recalled to the royal favour. He indiscreetly
entered into relations with the French and imperial ambas-
sadors, and this sign of discontent was interpreted as
treason. Henry angrily ordered his arrest, and early in
November Wolsey was slowly moved southward to meet
the fate that attended those who stood across the path of
Henry VIII. His disgrace and ill-health had undermined
his constitution. The hardships of a winter journey brought
on a severe illness, and when he reached Leicester Abbey,
he took to his bed and died (27 November 1530). No
statesman of his rank ever left the scene less lamented.
Save for a few faithful servants, like Cromwell and his
biographer Cavendish, all the world was against him. Yet
he had laboured long and faithfully to promote the welfare
and glory of his country, and with him ended the peaceful
and untroubled days of his master's reign.
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CHAPTER II.

Henry VIII. and the Beginnings of the
Reformation., 1529-1547.

1. One of the many signs of the break-up of the medizeval
system had long been the growing weakness of the Church,
¥he Retorma-  though the Church went on, outwardly as
tion on the strong as ever, and all the attempts of moderate
Goxtinent. reformers had done little to alter its spirit or
destroy the worst abuses. At last in 1517 the long-deferred
crisis came. Martin Luther, a Saxon friar, stirred up a
great agitation in Northern Germany against the system of

. #ndulgences, by which penances for sin were remitted in
return for money payments, and which became in practice
little better than licences purchased with money to commit
sin. Before long Luther was in open revolt against the
P3pacy and the Church system of the Middle Ages. Almost
at the same timé Ulrichk Zwingle was starting a similar
movement among the Swiss at Ziirich. The Papacy was
corrupt and careless, and Pope Leo X. thought more of
upholding the balance of power and patronising scholars
and artists, than of ending abuses or reforming the Church.
Luther denounced the popular notion of good works, and
taught that men were é’gﬂiﬁ‘eg,_or made righteous, by fait
and soon made his doctrine of justification by faith the
centré of a system that cut deep into the traditions of the
Church.  Many German princes. especially Luthers own
lord, the Elector of Saxony, backed up the friar. The
young Emperor strove in vain to restore unity of thought to
Germany, and in a few years all North Germany. fell away
from the Papacy. After 1529 Luther’s followers were called
Protestants, because of the protest which they made against
the old Church system. Even more thorough-going was
the reformation which Zwingle made in Switzerland.
While Luther kept up the pompous ceremonies of the
ancient Church, left each church to settle whether 1t should
be governed by bishops after the traditional fashion or
otherwise, and strongly upheld the doctrine of the Real
Presence in the Eucharist, Zwingle cleared the churches of
ornaments, set up a simple form of praying and preaching,
advocated a popular form of church government that left

\little room for the priest, and taught that the Lord’s
Supper was a simple commemorative feast. A few years
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later the great French thinker, Join Calvin of Noyon,
ushed thger;ew principles to thef{ uttérmost, and estab-
ished a m ed church in the free city of Geneva,
to which he had fled for refuge” whem. expelled from
France "By Francis L~ While North Germany and
candinavia received their reformation from Luther,
(_I?M.p absorbed and made more spiritual the religion

of Zwingle, and becamuwmmzr_ofgm_le
Both Luther and Calvin utterly broke with

Europe.
the oid Church, and set up a new system, which each
thought was more like primitive Christianity than the
Church of the Middle Ages. ~Great violence and disturb-
ances threatened to make the religious revolution a political
and social revolution as well. Moreover, it took a long
while before men’s opinions finally settled down. The spirit
of unrest was almost universal, and it seemed as if_the
Catholic Church were everywheére on the verge of ruin.
Even in Italy the Popes had to fight against the spirit
¢ _Repascence. Onlyin Spain did the faith of the

Middle Ages still live on.

2.”For many years England was but little influenced by
the Reformation movement. But the faiéure' of the men of
the new learning to carry out a moderate gy,
reform of the Church fr:;\y within, soon led =Engisn o
those who disliked abuses to wish well to Frotestantimm.
the Continental Protestants, and young scholars went to
gg:%ny to study the new gospel nn’imm..l.uth_éf.

et the great mass of English opinion was strongly
conservative, and reformers, like Wolsey or More, wer
as active against the audacious heretic as the most old-
fashioned optponents of all change. Henry VIIL, who *
was proud of his orthodoxy and knowledge of theology,
published in 1521 a Latin book in which he defended the
seven sacraments against Luther, who said that there were
only two. Leo X. was so pleased with this that he gave
Henry the title of Defender of the Fa:itk, which all
subsequent English kings and queens have borne. But
before the end of Wolsey’s power, the new doctrines were
slowly ‘creeping into England; and in 1525 William
W printed abroad an English version of the New
y _esttgmmt, which his sympathisers privately circulated
in Epgland. The government burnt at Paul’s Cross all
copies that could be found. More engaged in bitter con-
troversy with the heretic. Tyndale was forced to take up
his quarters in the Netherlands, and before long not only

2¢c
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his books but his followers were burnt in England. Yet
the publication of Tyndale’s Testament marked the be-
ginning of the establishment of a Protestant party in
England, though for many years it was small, humble, and
bitterly persecuted. It became important when, not long
after Tyndale’s book saw the light, Henry, impatient
with the Pope’s unwillingness to give him a djvorce, began
to grow unfriendly to the papal power. But the worse
Henry’s relations were with Rome, the more anxious he
was to prove his orthodoxy by stamping out every vestige
of Lutheran heresy. The fall of Wolsey brought the
heretics no relief, for More, the new Chancellor, was more
intolerant than the Cardinall 7~ ~ ™ """ - -
~3. It had been one of Wolsey’s mistakes to ride rough-
shod over public opinion. Henry VIII. now saw that
fhe Retormation '€ Was_more likely to get his own way if
Parliament and  he made a show of consulting his people.
m‘”" Henceforth he took few steps without tak-
- ing the advice of Parliament, and, in Church
matters, of the two Convocations of Canterbury and York.
But those who have looked upon Henry as simply wishing
to carry out the desires of his subjects have entirely mis-
understood his objects. He took good care to pack his
Parliaments with his servants and dependents, and dictated
rather than interpreted the public opinion, which he boasted
to have on his side. Immediately after the fall of Wolsey
he summoned a Parliament, which met on 3rd November
1529, and which continued to hold sessions until 1536,
though there were few precedents for allowing a Parliament
to last so long without fresh elections. With the help of
the submissive Commons, Henry began the great revolu-
tion which was to cut England adrift from the Middle
Ages.

%Ienry’s first object was to get a divorce from Catharine and
to marry Anne. After the breakdown of the legatine court,
he thought his best way Yo obtain this was to frighten the
Pope by showing that England was unanimous in supporting
the divorce. To terrorise the clergy, who, alarmed at the
spread of heresy, might well hesitate to bring pressure on
the Pope, Henry appealed to the hatred of abuses and of
priestly domination that had already spread widely among
the laity. He allowed the Commons to attack the ecclesi-
astical courts, and to pass acts limiting pluralities and
forbidding, some clerical exactions (1530). In the same
year he strove, in the true spirit of the Middle Ages, to
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collect authoritative opinions adverse to the Pope’s conten-
tion that the Church might lawfully allow a man to marry his
brother's widow. He consulted the universities sme yniversities
of - Christendom as to the validity of his consilted, 1530,
marriage ; but the result helped neither Pope nor king,
and was largely the result of bribery and political pres-
sure. In Germany, Spain, and Italy, where the Emperor
was all-powerful, the lawyers and theologians of the
universities decided that the Pope was nght. In Eng-
land and France, where Henry and his ally Francis had
the upper hand, a declaration was obtained that the Pope
was wrong. Such a lame result had no influence at all on
the course of the controversy.

4. The fourteenth century laws against the Papacy were
still on the statute book, though they had long been a
dead letter. By the Stafute of Premunire no g, oy
foreign power could exercise jurisdiction in acoused of
Englamf and yet Wolsey had, with Henry’s Premunire, 1830.
goodwill, been appointed papal legate, as the easiest way
of reforming the Church. Henry now suddenly charged
the whole clergy of England with having broken the Statute |
of Premunire, by acknowledging the legatine authority of
the fallen chancellor. Technically the charge could not
be gainsaid, but Henry himself and the whole of the laity
were every bit as guilty as the clergy. However, the king
delighted indoing everything in a formally legal way,
and, backed up as he was by Parliament, the clergy were
helpless before him. In their despair the Convocations of
Canterbury :and York offered in 1531 to purchase their
pardon by paying an enormous fine. The sum fixed was
£ 100,000 fo! ({anterbury and £18,000 for York—a propor-
tion which shbpws how little important was the north of
England at thaxtime. Nor was this all. Henry refused to
grant pardon to the clergy until they had acknowledged
him as “Supreme Head of the English Church.” There
was nothing in the proposed title that necessarily excluded
the papal power, or the independent rights of the English
Church, but the clergy were suspicious, and only consented
to recognise Henry’s supremacy “in so far as is permitted
by the law of Christ.” Thus were set up the beginnings of
the Royal Supremacy, which soon became in gubmission ofthe
Henry’s hands the leading principle of the Qersy, 1833.
English Reformation. It was followed up in 1532, when
Henry forced the Convocation of Canterbury to accept a
document called the Suémission of the Clergy, in which the
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Church promised never to meet in convocation or pass any
canons or Church laws without the king’s consent ; and
agreed that all ancient canons, that trenched upon the
royal authority, should be revised. Yet despite this sub-
mission, Parliament, in 1532, continued the reform of
clerical privileges by limiting Benefit of Clergy, in cases of
felony, to clerks who were at least sub-deacons. Before
this law was passed all accused persons who *proved their
clergy” by showing that they could read, were handed over
by the king’s courts for trial by the Church courts, which
could only impose very inadequate penalties. The rights
of the Church had been made an excuse for allowing all
educated people to commit their first crime with com-
parative impunity.

5. Absolutely master of his own subjects, lay and
clerical, Henry now set to work in earnest to force the
Pope to give him his divorce by a systematic series of
attacks on the papal authority. In reviving the ancient
laws he had done much in this direction, but every year
now saw a new branch of the alien power, which England
. had accepted for centuries, hewn away without a scruple.

In 1532, at the instance of the clergy themselves, the
Annates Act was passed, which forbade bishops to pay
Annates Act, henceforth to the Pope the Annates or First-
1533 Fruits, thatis, their nominal first year's income,
which it had been the custom, not only for bishops, but for
all clergymen newly appointed to benefices, to send to
Rome as a sort of thank-oﬁ'ering. This would have cut off
a great source of papal income from England, but, in order
to influence the Pope more effectually, Parliament enacted
that the law was not to come into force until the king was
so minded. Henry let the Act sleep for the present, but
Clement VIL could not be bribed to give him a divorce.
He was still so utterly at the mercy of Charles V. that it
was impossible for him to disoblige the Emperor, even if
he had seen his way to repudiate the action of his pre-
decessor, who had permitted Henry’s marriage.

The obstinacy of the Pope and the fixed determination
of the king were still arrayed against each other, as they
had been five years before. England had gradually drifted
into revolution without any one knowing it : and the out-
look was becoming darker than ever. In 1532 Sir Thomas
More had resigned the Chancellorship in disgust and gone
into private life. Soon after, Archbishop Warham died,
and Henry put in his place Dr. Thomas Cranmer, an
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almost unknown Cambridge scholar, whose chief recom-
mendation was that he would carry out the king’s will.
Meanwhile, Henry’s last hope of foreign support had
disappeared when Francis I., instead of joining him
against the Pope, had been induced by Clement to
enter into a close alliance with the Emperor, which left
England without a friend in Europe. Henry now resolved
that English courts should do what papal courts had
refused to accomplish, and early in 1533 he secretly married
Anne Boleyn. He then hurried through Parliament the
Act in Restraint of Appeals, which declared that the realm
of England was an empire containing within ,,, Appeals
itself both civil and ecclesiastical jurisdiction and aivoros of
sufficient for all causes, and therefore forbade mi‘:n.
all ap to Rome and made the Arch- **™*
bishop’s Court the highest church court in England. The
Annates Act of 1532 was also enforced, and the breach
with Rome was now open. Cranmer held a court at
Dunstable in which he declared Catharine’s marriage
invalid, and his was now the highest tribunal before which
the suit could be brought. Henry now avowed his marriage
with Anne Boleyn, who was solemnly crowned queen
amidst great rejoicings and wonderful pageantry. Before
the end of the year the birth of the Lady Elizabeth,
daughter of Henry and Anne, did something to settle the
vexed question of the succession. In 1534 an Acf of
Swuccession was passed, which settled the throne on the
children of Queen Anne,

6. In 1534, Clement gave judgment in favour of Catha-
rine, and died soon afterwards. Henry now drove through
Parliament an act which cut away the last The abolition
vestiges of papal jurisdiction. A new Annates G powal sowesr
Act was passed, which extended the principle aad the estabiisn-
of the former Act to every sort of benefice, mm
while Zentks, that is the tenth of each year’s ’
income after the first, which till now had also been paid to
the Pope by the beneficed clergy of all ranks, were hence-
forth also kept in the king’s hands. Two other anti-papal
acts followed, One abolished Peter Pence, the last re-
maining revenue drawn by the Pope from England, and
transferred the Pope’s claim to issue dispensations to the
Archbishop of Canterbury. The other again confirmed the
“ Submission of the Clergy,” and made a fresh encroach-
ment on the spiritual power by directing that delegates
appointed by the king should hear appeals from the court
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of the archbishop Later in the year the Ac# of Supremacy
was passed, by which it was made treason to deny to the
king that title of Supreme Head on earth of the Church of
Erfland, which Convocation, in more guarded language,
had already bestowed upon him. ’

Thus was the separation between England and Rome
completed. Henry boasted that he was no innovator, but
was merely carrying out to their logical results the ancient
laws, which had upheld the national independence and the
supremacy of the crown against the claims of a foreign
potentate. His conteation was that the Papal Supremacy
was, in its essence, political, and might be thrown off without
any change in the ecclesiastical or religious policy of Eng-
land. The fiercer Henry grew against the Pope, the more
careful he was to emphasise his orthodoxy by burning the
followers of Luther and Zwingle. In 1531 Zhomas Bilney,
a Cambridge man, who had taught in the eastern counties
justification by faith, without attacking either the Papacy
or the teaching of the Church, was burnt at Norwich,
though the king’s own chaplain, Hugk Latimer, was his
friend, and eulogised “little Bilney” as “a simple, good
soul, not fit for this world.” In 1533, a more outspoken
heretic suffered the same fate. This was Jokn Fritk, a
follower of Zwingle, who denied the doctrine of the Real
Presence. But all Henry’s care to show his hostility to
heresy could not prevent the breach with Rome preparing
the way for religious changes. Though Henry had pre-
cedents for limiting the Pope’s authority, they all came
from times when it was an article of absolute faith, all over
Western Christendom, that the Pope was the inspired Vicar
of Christ, the highest authority on questions of faith and
morals, and even the ultimate source of all ecclesiastical
power. It was a real religious revolution, when Henry thus
broke with a power which was an integral part of the system
of the Medizeval Church. In rejecting the Papacy, Henry
was really doing for England what Luther had done for
Germany, but while Luther repudiated the whole teaching
of the Middle Ages and set up a new faith and a new
church-system, Henry, in a more conservative spirit, sought
to reorganise the English Church on a’purely national basis
without any change in its faith, its organisation, or its
worship. It was a good thing for England that Henry
would Eave nothing of the violent methods of Continental
reformers, and gave to the English Reformation that strong
political tendency which it always retained. While in
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France and Germany the Reformation broke up the
political unity of the nation, the English Reformation
increased the unity and emphasised the national character
of the English -state. The firm hand of four successive
monarchs led Englishmen to pray in accordance with the
royal fashion. The strong revolutionary tendencies, which
the break-up of the old order involved, were controlled by
forces powerful enough to withstand them, though in some
ways religion suffered by the state outstepping its functions,
treating the clergy almost like state officials, and making
the people believe and worship in the ruler's way, as if it
was a part of a subject’s duty to accept the king’s religion.
Despite many temporary fluctuations of policy, King Henry’s
“middle way” at last prevailed, and the English Church
was able to maintain its ancient traditions while reforming
itself to meet the needs of a changed present.

7. While Henry VIII. broke the bonds of Rome, he
forged a new set of fetters for the English clergy. A series
of vigorous attacks on the immunities of the pyutance to the
English Church reduced the clergy to abject Supremacy,
dependence on the crown, and forced them
to resign their ancient liberties and be content with
ratifying the will of the despot, whose principle utterly
ignored the old doctrine that the Church, like the State,
was supreme within her own sphere. As early as 1529,
Bishop Fisher of Rochester attributed the action of
Parliament to lack of faith, and declared that to accept
the king’s supreme headship would cause the clergy of
England “to be hissed out of the society of God’s Holy
Catholic Church.” After 1532, he joined with Sir Thomas
More in an attitude of vain protest. The restlessness of
public opinion found an expression in the strange influence
of “the Nun of Kent,” Elizabeth Barfon, a servant girl, who
became a nun at Canterbury, and whose hysterical utter-
ances were popularly regarded as warnings from Heaven
against the new policy of the king. -More, Fisher, and
other great persons thoroughly believed in gzeemtion of the
her sayings, and at last she grew so formid- NunofEent,
able, that in 1534 she was executed as a traitor 193
by Act of Attainder. On the scaffold she admitted that
“being a poor wench without learning” she bad been
taught to make interested prophecies by knavish priests
who got profit to themselves from her revelations. Fisher
and More were implicated in her fall, but Fisher was let
off with a fine, and the king withdrew the charge against
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More. Before long, however, both More and Fisher were
brought before Cranmer at Lambeth and asked to take the
oath which had been drawn up after the Act of Succes-
sion was passed. Both refused to do this, though they
were willing to swear to recognise Anne Boleyn’s children
as heirs to the throne, since Parliament had undoubted
power to alter the succession. But the oath also required
them to declare Anne Henry's lawful wife and renounce
the Pope, which neither of them was prepared to do. Anne
Boleyn spitefully persuaded Henry not to accept the
modified submission, with which Cranmer strove to in-
duced the king to be contented. In April 1534, the bishop
and lawyer were sent to the Tower, and remained there
until their death.

More and Fisher were not alone in their resistance.
Another conspicuous foe of the supremacy was Reginald
Pole, a young churchman, then studl;ing at Padua, who, as
a grandson of George Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward
IV., stood very near the throne, and who now gave up the
certain prospect of high preferment in England, and re-
mained in exile for his faith. In 1536 the Pope made
him a Cardinal, and he lived henceforth in Italy where he
won a great position, and wrote bitterly against Henry’s
policy. Moreover the clergy as a body were getting
restivee. They were so discontented that Cranmer was
forced to forbid any sermons on the question of the succes-
sion, and the spirit of dissatisfaction was particularly rife
among the monasteries, many of which, belonging to orders
whe oservanta  Scattered all over Christendom, strongly dis-
and the London  liked the isolation of the English Church from
Carthusdans.  the rest of the Catholic world. Despite the
corruption of some parts of the order, the Franciscan friars
were still the most pepular and influential religious teachers
of the people, and especially that section called the Friars
Observant, who had been reformed in the fifteenth century
in accordance with the strictest ideals of St. Francis. Many
of the Observants declined to take the anti-papal oath, and
Henry peremptorily suppressed all their houses. The
monks of the London Charterhouse [the name given to
Carthusian monasteries], distinguished for the austerity
and piety of their lives, took up the same course, and
refused as a body to take the oath of succession. A new
Treasons Act was now hurried through, making it high
treason to maliciously deny to the king any of iis titles,
and under this they were condemned to death. Many
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suffered on the scaffold, while others perished even more
horribly of starvation and neglect in the foul prisons of the
time, Meanwhile Fisher had been deprived of his bishopric
and the privileges attached to it. His fate was hastened
by the rash kindness of the new Pope, Paul 111., who made
him a Cardinal. He was now condemned by a jury for
having “openly declared in English that the gxecution ot
king is not Supreme Head on earth of the Fisherand Mors,
Church of England.” On 22nd Juae 1535 he

was beheaded on Tower Hill. More’s turn now came. On
6th July he suffered the same fate, showing on the scaffold
the same serene composure and ready wit that had marked
his whole life. These executions sent a thrill of horror
through Europe. But the relentless policy that spared
neither the most illustrious of the bishops nor the most
famous man of letters of the realm, showed that the king
would, at all costs, be absolute master in his kingdom.
Henceforth opposition feared to make itself heard, while
Henry was encouraged by his triumph again to lay his
heavy hand upon the Church.

8. Thomas Cromwell was now Henry’s most trusted
minister. The son of a substantial fuller at Putney, Crom-
well was by his own confession a “ruffian in e and char-
his young days.” Driven from home by acter of Thomas
some misconduct, he served as a common well.
soldier in the Italian wars, and afterwards settled down
at Antwerp, where he amassed money by trade. He returned
to England a prosperous man, and soon became conspicuous
as a money-lender, and afterwards as a lawyer, in which
capacity he became Wolsey’s legal agent and secretary.
He was one of Wolsey’s instruments in suppressing a
number of small monasteries, from the revenues of which
the cardinal proposed to endow his colleges at Ipswich and
Oxford, and in 1529 sat in the House of Commons where
he courageously pleaded his fallen patron’s cause. But
he soon transferred his services to the king, and rose high
in favour. A strong, resolute, greedy self-seeker, his avowed
principle of conduct was to follow the inclination of his
master. He studied Machiavelli’s famous Prsnce when it
was still in manuscript, and brought to politics all the ability
and all the moral callousness of the new school of Italian
statesmen. His unscrupulous strength and cunning were just
what Henry wanted. Though never becoming, like Wolsey,
the king’s trusted minister, he was used to the uttermost as a
clever tool, who alone could give full effect to the autocrat’s
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imperious wishes.* In 1535 he was appointed the king’s
Vicar-general in matlers ecclesiastical, This post enabled
him to wield all the vast authority that Henry now exercised
as Head of the Church. Between 1535 and 1539, Cromwell
carried out a revolution, compared with which the abolition
of the papal power seemed a small matter, and made Henry
more of a despot than any English king had been since
Magna Carta.

9. The eyes of the king and his vicar were now turned
upon the monasteries, whose wealth excited their greed,
¥he Suppresston  aNd  Whose powerlessness rendered them an
ofthe Emallr  easy prey. The palmy days of the monas-
lomastaries,  teries had long passed away. Since the four-

: teenth century very few new houses of religion
had been founded, and Wolsey and others had abolished
monasteries without a thought of bringing about any great
revolution. The spirit of medieval piety, of which the
monastic life, with its rigid asceticism and spirit of self-
renunciation, was the finest flower, had long been withering,
In some houses gross corruption reigned, in many more a
spirit of deadness and cold formality. While some con-
vents suffered from the evils of excessive wealth, a larger
number were so poor, that they could neither pay their way
nor live according to their rule. Few “regulars” made any
mark in the world of learning, or climbed high up the
ladder of ecclesiastical preferment to the great posts of
the Church, which were now almost monopolised by the
“secular” clergy. Public opinion viewed monks and friars
with indifference, and so few wished to “enter religion”
that the number of monks, even in the richest houses, was
small. But it is quite clear that they were neither hated
nor feared. Despite occasional scandals and much laxity,
the monks of the greater monasteries were easy landlords,
suffering their tenants to live on quietly, paying the custom
ary rent, and farming after the ancient fashion. In the
remoter parts of the country they still played an indispen-
sable part, and everywhere they were the guardians of hal-
lowed shrines that the people still reverenced. The brethren
of the London Charterhouse had shown that English monks
could die nobly for their faith, and the friars were still largely
the teachers of the people. But the monks, in proportion
as they were active and zealous, were pledged to uphold
the ways of the Middle Ages. Their membership of world-
wide orders made them the least national part of the Church,
and the best monasteries were standing papal garrisons,
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who watched with fear and trembling the audacious policy
of the king, though their timidity seldom allowed them to
express their feeling as the noble Carthusians had done.
In throwing off allegiance to the Papacy, Henry almost
pledged himself to the abolition of the monasteries. The
State needed money badly : so many abbeys and priories
were no longer needed ; many abuses wanted reforming. It
was easy to put forward many good reasons to cloak the
greediness that really set the spoilers to work.

In 1535 Cromwcﬁ ordered a royal wisitation of the
monasteries to inquire into their condition, and his brutal
underlings, such as Legh and Layton, went over the
-country to trump up a case that might justify their sup
pression. There was plenty of evidence that could be
used against the monks, but the visitors in their haste did
not concern themselves overmuch with sifting the true from
the false. In 1536 Parliament, on their report, passed an
act abolishing all monasteries possessing a revenue of
less than /200 a year, it being believed that the lesser
monasteries were the more corrupt. The same commis-
sioners again went round to carry out the suppression,
scattering the inmates, devastating their houses, and de-
stroying their churches. Plain men, who knew little about
the Divorce Question or the Royal Supremacy, realised
for the first time that they were in the midst of a religious-
revolution, when the churches in which they had worshipped
were rudely desecrated, their good-humoured landlords sent.
away to beg their bread or live on miserable pensions, while-
greedy courtiers rioted in the ancient abodes of religion,.
raised the rents of their tenants, and stopped the doles and.
alms that had flowed from the monasteries to the poor.

10. Before 1536 was out, two formidable popular revolts
showed that the more remote parts of England bitterly-
resented the suppression of the lesser monas-
teries by the upstarts who were leading King of;rm
Henry into strange new ways. The first rebel-
lion broke out in Lincolnshire, where it was soon suppressed,.
but a much more formidable rising followed immediately
afterwards in Yorkshire, headed by the brave and simple-
minded Robert Aske, a gentleman of good family. The
country people rose in large numbers, took Pontefract Castle,
and marched south to Doncaster. The greatest nobles of
the north, with Sir Thomas Percy, brother and heir of the-
Earl of Northumberland, and Archbishop Lee of York at
their head, joined them, and they resolved “to go to-
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London on pilgrimage to the King’s Highness, and there
to have all the vile blood of his Council put from him,
and all the noble blood set there again, and also the faith
of Christ and His laws to be kept, and full restitution
to the Church of all wrongs done unto it.” For this
reason the revolt was called the Pilgrimage of Grace;
and the rebels bore before them the banner of St. Cuthbert,
the famous northern saint, and also a standard on which
were embroidered a chalice and the mystic Five Wounds
of Christ. Norfolk, sent with a large force to crush the
rising, did not venture to cross the swollen Don or fight a
battle, but he cleverly contrived to persuade the rebels to
go home peaceably, the king promising that a general
pardon should be granted, and that a Parliament should
meet at York to remedy the grievances of the north country.
Many of the leaders, who had been constrained by fear to
join the revolt, welcomed this easy settlement. But in 1537
new disturbances broke out, and Henry took advantage of
these to repudiate his promises. The leaders were sought
out and executed, and many of the lesser folk shared their
fate. Aske and Percy were among those who suffered,
but the archbishop, who had acted under constraint and
soon deserted the rebels, was allowed to continue in his
office. The most permanent result of the rebellion was the
setting up, on the model of the Council of Wales at Ludlow,
(see chapter viii.), a law court at York called the Council
of the North, which, at some loss of liberty, did great
good by sternly suppressing riot and upholding peace and
order in the wild regions beyond the Humber, that had
long known little other law than the hand of the stronger.

11. The spoils of the lesser monasteries stimulated Henry
and Cromwell to lay their hands upon the greater houses.
The Bu This time, however, they went to work in a
of the Greater  different way. Instead of abolishing them all
by a single law, they dealt with them individ-
ually. Strong pressure was brought to bear
on the different communities to make so-called voluntary
surrenders to the king. Fat pensions and high church
preferment were given to complaisant abbots, and charges
were easily trumped up against the unyielding ones, in
order to make a good case for the violent suppression of
their houses. At first very few houses surrendgred ; but,
in 1538, the number mounted up to twenty-four; and, in 1539,
nearly two hundred abandoned the hopeless struggle. In
that year an Act of Parliament was passed confirming the

Monasteries,
1587-1540.
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surrenders, and giving the king power to suppress such
houses as remained, and also to deal in the same way with
colleges and hospitals that were not monastic foundations.
Before the end of 1540 there was not a monastery left in
England, and many “secular” (s.e. non-monastic) colleges
had incurred the same fate. Some of the stronger monas-
teries held out stiffly, but ruthless cruelty completed the
process when cajolery and fraud proved of no effect. The
execution of Abbot Whiting of Glastonbury, an infirm old
man of blameless character, hung on Glastonbury Tor on
such charges as stealing the monastery plate, because he had
sought to hide it from the ken of the commissioners, was
an act well-timed to frighten the boldest. The same scenes
that attended the destruction of the smaller houses were now
witnessed on a larger scale. A good half of the spoils fell
into the hands of courtiers or speculators, and the ring of
new nobles, who had earned their promotion by their sub-
servience to Henry’s caprices, received from the monastic
lands an endowment for their new state. Saffolk, the king’s
brother-in-law, and Cromwell himself, were gy, endowment
among the chief gainers; and to this day of the New
many famous abbeys, like Woburn and Nebility.
Tavistock, remain the homes of the new families, like the
Russells, afterwards Earls of Bedford, who first came into
importance at this period. Only a small portion of the
spoil stuck in the king’s hands ; and before he died Henry
was as poor as ever he had been. Yet nearly half of the
monks’ property went to public purposes, such as furthering
Henry’s wise schemes for reorganising the royal navy,
casting cannon, and defending the coasts with forts. There
was much talk of carrying out a great scheme of church
extension, but the plan that was actually effected was a very
modest one. Six new bishoprics were set up, at Chester,
Gloucester, Bristol, Peterborough, Westminster, and
Oxford; and the great monastery churches at those
towns were utilised as their cathedrals. Most of the old
cathedrals served by monks, such as Canterbury, were
similarly refounded as secular colleges with a dean and
chapter, and became known as the catkedrals of the new
foundation. The abbots lost their places in the House of
Lords. Even before this Henry’s lavish new creations had
given the lay peers a majority for the first time. It was now
still easier to carry reforming measures through Parliament.
12. The suppression of the monasteries brought home to
all that a great religious revolution was in progress. Side
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by side with it went other changes that made this still more
clear. The number of Church holidays was cut down.
omerraligions  Lhe shrines of the English saints were laid
ehanges, low, and the most famous of them all, Saint
1536-1539. Thomas of Canterbury, was declared a traitor,
and degraded from the honour of sanctity, because he
had ventured to oppose a king. Many images and relics
were destroyed, and great pains were taken to show by what
gross frauds the keepers of some of these images had per-
suaded the simple people that they worked miracles.
Though there were not many Protestants in England, there
were plenty of enemies of the priests, who vied with the
Protestants in the violence with which they made mock of
the popular faith ; and Henry, though still professing strict
orthodoxy, now gave bishoprics to men whose opinions
would have brought them to the stake a few years before.
The best of these was Bilney’s staunch old friend, Hugh
Latimer, a Leicestershire yeoman’s son, and the most
carnest and honest preacher of righteousness of the age,
who became bishop of Worcester. Cranmer, the arch-
bishop, married a German lady, whom he kept so much in
the background that it was believed that he carried her
about hidden in a chest perforated with air-holes to let her
breathe. Another sign of the times was in the permission
given, in 1536, to allow the circulation of an English version
of the whole Bible, which Miles Coverdale had finished in
the previous year, basing his translation of the New Testa-
ment on the proscribed rendering of Tyndale. Yet in the
same year, 1536, Tyndale was put to death by the orders
of Charles V., and at the instance of Henry himself. Other
versions of the English Bible appeared, and in 1540 it was
ordered that every parish church should possess a copy of
the Great Bible, a translation issued by Cranmer, that every
man might read it.

13. The king’s attacks on the Church had greatly stimu-
lated the prevalent spirit of unrest, and, despite his
Limits tothe  anxiety not to change doctrines, the clergy
changes. The complained bitterly of the spread of heresy
1% i and ribald opinion. To show that he had no
the Blshops' Book, Sympathy with such novelties, Henry issued,
1087, in 1536, 7em Articles drawn up by Convoca-
tion, in which the ancient doctrines were emphasised.
But even here the spirit of change made itself felt. Of the
seven sacraments that Henry himself had defended against
Luther, only three were explained—Baptism, the Eucharist,
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and Penance. The other four were quietly ignored. The
old faith was not so much simply upheld, as explained or
apologised for. The same tendency towards moderate doc-
trinal reformation appeared in the little treatise called Zke
Institution of a Christian Man, or the Bishops Book, which
was drawn up in 1537 by the bishops as a popular manual
of faith and devotion.

14. Many Englishmen looked askance on Henry’s
changes, while a few lamented that the king still adhered
to so much of what they had rejected. Yet
to be a Papist was to incur the hideous Fhe vistimsof
punishment of a traitor, while open heresy led 1sss-1501
directly to the stake. The Sacramentaries,
who denied the Real Presence, were in particular looked
upon as outside all hope of mercy. Conspicuous among
these was Jokn Lamber?, a Cambridge man, and an old
friend of Bilney, who was condemned in 1538 by Cranmer
for holding Zwinglian ideas about the Eucharist. Lambert,
under the new Act, appealed to the king, who heard the
case in person, and amused himself by showing off his
theological knowledge for five consecutive hours. A few
days later Lambert was burnt at Smithfield. The net for
heretics was now widely spread. In the same year Jokn
Forest, an Observant friar, who had once been Queen
Catharine’s confessor, was burnt as a heretic for denying
the royal supremacy, though the more usual course would
have been to condemn him as a traitor. He was cruelly
tortured by being slung over a fire, the faggots for which
were got by chopping up a wonder-working Welsh image,
which had been brought to London by the king’s orders.
As friends of old ways grew restless under the tyranny,
stern examples were used to put down disaffection. Henry
Courtenay, Marquis of Exeter, the king’s first cousin and
a grandson of Edward IV., was executed in 1539 on a charge
of conspiracy, along with some of the kinsfolk of Cardinal
Pole, who was working hard on the Continent to excite
public opinion against Henry’s ecclesiastical };olicy. In
1541 Pole’s aged mother, Margaret, Countess of Salisbury,
was also put to death, her real crime being that she was a
daughter of George, Duke of Clarence, and the mother of
the audacious cardinal

15. With all his violence, Henry VIII. wis honest in
xrofessing to uphold the ancient faith. He e six Arttcles

ad a keen eye for the signs of the times, and Statute, 1689,
the increasing strength of the opposition perhaps taught him

v
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that there had been changes enough for the present. The
new Parliament that met in 1539, and abolished the Greater
Monasteries, was utterly subservient to his wishes, sur-
rendering in his favour the supreme privilege of Parliament
to make fresh laws, by the statute that gave his pro-
clamations the force of law, provided that they did not
prejudice any person’s inheritance or liberty, or infringe the
existing laws. This Parliament also passed the Six Ar#icles
Statute, which showed clearly that the English Church had
no sympathy with the doctrines of the Reformation.

By this law six important points of mediaeval doctrine were
strongly upheld. These affirmed (1) The Real Presence of the Body
and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, and the Transubstantiation, or
change of substance, of the bread and wine into Christ’s natural Body
and Blood. (a) The sufficiency of communion in one kind. 153() That
the clergy might not marry. (4) That vows of ctmsti%n(l en by
monks and nuns) were binding throughout life. (s) t private
masses ought to be carried on. (6) That auricular iprivate) confes-
sion ought to be retained, The penn.l% of denying the first article
was death by burning as a heretic. ose who spoke against the
other five forfeited their property on the first offence, and for a second
were to be hung as felons. e Protestants called the statute *‘ The
Whip with Six Strings.”

The new law was no dead letter. Cranmer was forced
to put away his wife, and two bishops, one of whom was
Hugh Latimer of Worcester, resigned their sees. Many
were imprisoned, and a few executed under the Act. With
th:i Six Articles the reforming period of Henry’s reign
ends.

16. During the years of religious changes, the private
life of the king had been marked by strange misfortunes.
Theking'sdomes- I iS marriage with Anne Boleyn did not long
8o troubles, remain a happy one. He was bitterly disap-
1583-1045. pointed that her only child was a daughter,
and soon grew weary of her light and giddy ways. Early
in 1536 Catharine of Aragon died, worn out before her
time by her relentless persecutors. Within a few months
her successor was suddenly arrested on charges of im-
morality so monstrous and loathsome 3s hardly to be
believed, even in the corrupt atmosphere of Henry’s court.
However that be, she was condemned by a commission of
peers, her own uncle Norfolk pronouncing the sentence of
death against her. On 17th May the complaisant Cranmer
pronounced her marriage with the king invalid, on grounds
more trumpery than those that had brought her to the
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block. The little Lady Elizabeth, like her elder sister
Mary, was declared illegitimate. Two days later Queen
Anne’s head was cut off on Toge;‘ Grﬁeta. Exsention of
The very next day Henry married his thir Boleyn
wife, jarry;e Seymour, one of her ladies-in- Jiasgeymen
waiting, the daughter of a simple Wiltshire 1s3s.
knight, and described as of “middle stature, no great
beauty, and pale complexion.” Queen Jane died in 1537,
soon after having given birth to a son, the future Edward
VI, the male heir for whom Henry had so long been
yearning. She was the only one of Henry’s wives for
whom he wore mourning, but personally she had but little
influence. Yet her brothers, Edward and Thomas Seymour,
rose through the king’s favour to great positions.

17. For three years Henry remained a widower, though
several fresh matches were projected for him. At last
Cromwell succeeded in persuading the king g, poeneran
to accept his scheme of a politic marriage to aianceand
connect England with the (german Lutherans, Anne of Cleves,
Since the treachery of Francis 1. had abruptly )
broken up the French alliance in 1533, England had been
utterly isolated from continental politics, and, as from time
to time Charles and Francis became friendly, a common
attack on England was seriously threatened. At that
moment the Emperor and King of France were on good
terms, and Cromwell urged strongly that an alliance with
Charles’s enemies, the German Protestants, was the best
way of neutralising the ill-will of the nephew of Catharine
of Aragon. Among the more moderate princes of reform-
ing tendencies, none were more influential than the Duke
of Cleves, the lord of four rich duchies on the lower Rhine
from which he might attack the Emperor’s Netherlandish
dominions. One of his sisters was the wife of the Elector
of Saxony, Luther’s chief patron: another, Anne, was still
unmarried, and on her Cromwell now fixed his eyes. The
famous painter Holbein sent a flattering picture of the lady,
and Henry agreed to marry her and to make a league
with the Lutherans. Despite the Six Articles, it seemed
as if the iron resolution of Cromwell were likely to make
England Lutheran after all.

In the first days of 1540 Henry was married to Anne of
Cleves, but he found to his disgust that she was coarse,
ugly, and illiterate, and disliked her strongly from the very
first. Meanwhile the treaty with the Lutherans broke
down, and Henry found that there was not even a politie

2D



418 Henry VIII. and the [2540-

reason for wearing his chains quietly. In April Cromwell
was apparently in high favour, and made Earl of Essex.
But his enemies, the men of the old learning, were active
against him, and the failure of the marriage gave them
Rlloforomwen, the king's ear. The full force of Henry's
and Henry's wrath then fell on Cromwell, and he struck
parriage with  him down with the suddenness with which a
Howard, 160.  lion pounces on his prey, In May 1540 Crom-
well was charged with treason by his arch-enemy, Norfolk.
Arrested at the council board, he was hurried to the Tower,
and a Bill of Attainder was rapidly passed by the subser-
vient Parliament. The charges of treason were ridiculous,
for he had laboured for Henry only too well. But he
had now served his master’s purpose and was ruthlessly
sacrificed by the tyrant whose purse he had filled. On 28th
July he died on Tower Hill, protesting that he was no
heretic. A few weeks before this, Convocation had de-
clared the king’s marriage with Anne of Cleves invalid, on
the ground that the lady had previously been contracted
to some one else. On the same day that Cromwell died,
Henry married his fifth wife, Catkarine Howard, a poor
niece of the Duke of Norfolk, and daughter of the Lord
Edmund Howard, who had fought at Flodden.

18. The reaction against the religious changes, which
began with the passing of the Six Articles, was further
The Beactionary COnfirmed by the fall of Cromwell. Hence-
Perlod, 1640-1547. forth the “men of the new learning?” lost
influence with the king, and needed all their shrewdness
to keep their heads on their shoulders. Cranmer, Crom-
well’s ally, bent before the storm, sent his wife to Ger-
many, and allowed the “men of the old learning” to
determine the king’s policy. The chief of this party among
the lay lords was Norfolk himself, whose simple faith was
well expressed in his saying, “It was merry in England
before the new learning came up.” His chief allies were
Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, and Edmund
Bonner, Bishop of London. Gardiner was a learned
canon lawyer and a shrewd but cold and hard states-
man. Bonner was a vigorous and good natured but coarse
and brutal man. Both had won their promotion by up-
holding the Royal Supremacy, but were resolutely set
against the tendency towards Protestantism which Crom-
well and Cranmer had latterly favoured.

The religious reaction was shown not so much by un-
doing what had been done already as by an unwillingness
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to make further changes. The fires at Smithfield burnt
more fiercely than ever. Among the first of the victims
was Dr. Robert Barnes, Cromwell’s agent in 1539 for con-
ducting the negotiations with the German princes, who was
attainted and burnt in 1540 for preaching Lutheran doc-
trines. Among the last was Anne Askew, a learned
Lincolnshire lady, burnt in 1546 under the Six Articles
Statute for denying transubstantiation.

In1 )5143 a curious law was passed that none but gentle-
men should be allowed to read the Bibles that still lay
open in every church, and Gardiner strove hard, though to
no purpose, to get rid of the English Bibles altogether. In
the same year the Biskops’ Book was re-edited by the king
himself, and made to agree much more closely with the
traditional teaching of the Middle Ages. In its new form
it was called the Nzce:.mrz Erudition for any Christian
Man, or the King’s Book. These measures mark the
extent of the reaction. .

19. The spirit of reaction extended from home to foreign politics,
where the old system of traditional alliances, that had prevailed during
the king’s youth, was restored by the men who had - P
stayed the reformation of the Church. Even in the m olitics,
wild days of Cromwell's changes Henry had had a :
great deal of trouble from his nephew, James V. of Scotland, who, as
he grew up, became jealous of his uncle's power, and between 1532
and 1534 waged war against him, After peace had been patched up,
James continued to be a troublesome neighbour, though his plans for
breaking down the influence of the all-powerful Scots nobles, with
the help of clergy and people, diverted his mind for the time from
English affairs. e easily won over the people to his side, and his
popular manners and real friendship for the poor gave him the nick-
name of ' King of the Commons.” He could, however, only get the
support of the clergy and their leader, David Beaton, Archbishop
of St. Andrews and dinal, at the price of severely putting down
the reformers, who were beginning to make headway in Scotland.
Moreover Beaton, who was more of a statesman than an ecclesiastic,
was a strong advocate of the French alliance. Hisigfluence prevailed
in both directions. James definitely made himself the champion of
the old faith against Hen?'. receiving in 1537 a consecrated cap and
sword from the Pope. In 1537 he married King Francis' eldest
daughter, and was henceforth heart and soul on the side of the French.
‘Though his first wife soon died, he found another French consort
in Mary of Guise, sister of Francis, Duke of Guise, a member of a
younger branch of the ducal house of Lorraine, and an ardent Catholic,
who won a great reputation as a soldier in the service of France.
Scotland and England were soon once more at war. 8ol
In 1542 Henry retaliated for a severe border raid by joo*7 Mo,
sending Norfolk to waste the Lothians. The Scot- )
tish nobles, indignant at James’s policy, refused to fight, but the



420 Henry VIII. and the [1543-

king resolved that, even without their help, he would answer invasion
by invasion. November was already far advanced when his favourite,
Oyh'wr Sinclair, entered Cumberland with ten thousand men, while
the king, sick in body and weak in mind, waited at Border castles te
hear the result. But the nobles hated and despised the favourite,
and fought with so little heart that the expedition was disgracefully
defeated at Solway Moss. James took to his bed, overpowered by
melancholy and misfortune. On 8th December Mary of Guise gave
birth to a daughter, but the news brought him no consolation, but
rather a foreboding of the extinction of the house of Stewart. * It
will end as it began,” he murmured. *‘‘ It came with a lass and will
go with a lass.” Six days afterwards he died, and his little daughter
became Mary, Queen of Scots.

The Earl of Arran acted as regent for the baby queen, and renewed
the negotiations with England. In 1543 it was agreed that Edward,
Prince of Wales, should be married to the Queen of Scots. Cardinal
Beaton soon succeeded in breaking up the understanding with Eng-
land. He won over the weak Arran to his side, and cruelly persecuted
the reformers, who were the best friends of the English alliance, The
old treaties with France were renewed, and Henry, who was now at
war with France, had to face an attack from Scotland after the ancient
fashion. But the Scots were too much divided to be able to fight with
success, and in 1544 Henry’s brother-in-law, Edward Seymour, now
Earl of Hertford, cruelly devastated south-eastern Scotland and burnt
Edinburgh.

20, About the time of the renewal of war between James V. and
England, Francis of France and the Emperor Charles, after several
War with Prance years of friendship, in went to war against each
and Scotland, other, England and France were on very bad terms
1043-1646. already, and Henry bitterly resented Francis’ treachery
since 1533, and was no less irritated at his close friendship with the
Scots.  Accordingly he very willingly accepted the advances of
Charles, who, now that his aunt was dead and forgotten, was
very anxious to have England on his side again. In 1543 things
went back to the state in which they had been over twenty years
before, and Henry, in alliance with Charles, was again waging war
against the French. In 1544 a joint expedition was planned that was
to march from Calais and the German frontier to Paris. The English
fought well, and took Bouloggne after a long siege. But a few days
later they heard that Charles, despairing of reaching Paris, had sud-
denly concluded the ¢reaty of Crépy with Francis, thus leaving England
to fight French and Scots single-handed. In 1545 the French sought
to avenge the loss of Boulogne by launching a great fleet and army
against the south coast of England. The invasion proved an utter
failure, and in 1546 the French were glad to make peace, leaving
Henry in possession of Boulogne.

Scotland was included in the treaty. Since the destruction of Edin-
burgh in 1544, she had experienced nothing but misfortune. In 1545
the Scots endured another ruthless foray led bEHertford, and in 1546,
Cardinal Beaton, the soul of the resistance to England, was murdered
by the Scots reformers, with Henry’s good-will. The murderers held
the castle of St. Andrews, which thus became an open gate by which
Henry could penetrate into Scotland. Under such circumstances the
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Scots gladllg made peace. But the violence and brutality of the
method of Henry's Scottish policy had defeated the wise end which he
bad in view. It was useless to profess to wish to join the English and
Scottish crowns by marriage, when cruelly plundering and burnin,
Scottish territory and conniving at the murder of the chief Scottis
statesman. 'We shall see later that Henry had more success in carry-
ing )out a similar policy of union in Wales and Ireland. (See chapter
viii.

21. Despite the successes won abroad, the last years of
Henry’s reign were filled with darkness and gloom. In
1542 Catharine Howard incurred the fate of grocntion of
Anne Boleyn, being executed for misconduct Catharine Howard,
which was clearly brought home to her. %43
The shameful death of a second royal niece of Norfolk
did something to sap his power, especially as his harsh-
ness and bad temper made him no very popular leader of
a party. In 1543 the king married his sixth wife, Catka-
rine Pary, the lively young widow of Lord Latimer, who
did not concern herself overmuch with politics, though she
leant to the reforming side. She had the good luck to out-
live her husband.

The wave of reaction was now gradually stayed, and
signs were soon apparent that the reforming party was
gradually winning back power. Even in the g 000 04
most reactionary days, a committee had been new wave of Re-
appointed to draw up an English form of ;m
Divine Service, in which Cranmer at last found :

a more congenial work than politics, which gave full sco
for his wonderful skill in turning the time-hallowed Latin
rayers into pure and expressive English. In 1544 he
issued an Englisk Lifany, translated from the early Latin
Litanies, and along with it was published a Primer, or
book of private devotions, also in English; while it was
ordered that some parts of public worship, including the
Creed, Commandments, and Lord’s Prayer, should be
recited in the vulgar tongue. A strong motive for inducing
the greedy king to support fresh measures for the reforma-
tion of the Church was to be found in the need for money
that resulted from the expensive wars of the end of the
reign. Even a gross debasement of the coinage, though it
upset the course of trade, could not restore the king’s
finances. An easier way of making both ends meet was

-a new attack on Church property. In 1545 an Act of

Parliament was passed giving the king power to dissolve
colleges, chantries, and free chapels at his pleasure. Even
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before the Act many nobles had laid their hands on such
establishments, and now the king seized the booty that
otherwise might have escaped his clutches. Fresh scenes
of spoliation were witnessed ; and the ckantries, the founda-
tions where private masses for the repose of the founders’
souls were said, were ruthlessly rooted out, though the
unrepealed Six Articles still upheld private masses.

22, Two soldiers, who had won glory in the last wars,
now directed the party of the new learning. These were
the king’s brother-in-law, Edward Seymour, since 1537
Earl of Hertford, and JoAn Dudley, since 1542 Lord Lisle,
the son of Henry VII.'s extortioner, while behind them
stood Cranmer, now drifting more and more towards the
reforming cause, though not daring to express his opinions.
Meanwhile the old king’s health was breaking up. He
rhe sruggle ot COUId neither walk nor stand, and at last got
the Beymours and SO weak that to save him the fatigue of writing
Howards, 1686.  his name,a stamp had to be used to repre-
sent the royal signet. The contest between parties in the
Council became the fiercer now that the personal influence
of the king grew less, and the prize of victory was the
future direction of his young son’s government. The great
fight was between the Howards and the Seymours. The
Howards despised Hertford as an upstart and a heretic,
and, thinking power was within their grasp, gave an oppor-
tunity to their watchful enemies. Norfolk’s son, Henmry
Howard Earl of Surrey, the famous poet, challenged the
king’s anger by quartering the so-called arms of Edward
the Confessor with his own, and was promptly accused
of aiming at the Crown. He was quickly convicted of
treason, and was executed on 27th January 1547. Norfolk,
who had shared his son’s arrest, pleaded guilty, in the vain
hope of obtaining mercy. But an Act of Attainder was
Death ot Henry passed against him on the day of Surrey’s
VIIL., 1547, execution. Next day, 28th January, Henry
himself died, before he could give the royal assent to the
legislative condemnation of his last victim. .

23, Henry VIII. was one of the strongest of English
kings, and with all his unbridled self-will had done a great
work for England, though he had done it in an utterly
brutal, reckless, and violent way. Would his work last

vm,  after his death? Anxious that the govern-
plan for the ment should be still carried on in his own.
Bucsearion. fashion, and wishful to provide for the con-
tinuance of his house, Henry had got from his subservient
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Parliament permission to_regulate the succession by will,
and before his death had drawn up, somewhat irregularly, a
scheme for the future settlement of the crown. In the first
lace, he provided for the succession of Edward, Prince of
ales, the undoubted heir, and, in case Edward should
become king before he grew up to manhood, Henry
devised a council of regency, in which the two parties of the
old and the new learning were so balanced that neither
could crush the other. e real difficulty was what ‘to do
if Edward died without children, since both the Lady Mary
and the Lady Elizabeth had been declared illegitimate and
cut off from the succession. With sound common sense
Henry broke through the legal tangle of his own making, and
declared that both should succeed to the throne in order of
birth. But there was still a further difficulty if Mary and
Elizabeth died, like Edward, without issue, since by strict
law, the little Queen of Scots, the grand-daughter of Henry’s
elder sister, would become queen. Henry saw that English
feeling would not yet tolerate a Scottish ruler, and, sweep-.
ing away the right of the elder line, he declared that the
descendants of his younger sister Mary, Duchess of Suffolk,
should immediately follow his own children, as inheritors
of the throne. But the power of the strongest king dies
with him, and Henry’s will was never altogether carried
out. Yet the succession of his three children in the order
which he had appointed showed that the old despot in-
terpreted English feeling in his death as in his life.

CHAPTER IIL.

Edward VI. and the Establishment of
Protestantism. 1547-1553.

1. Edward VI. was not ten years old when he became
king. He was a sickly boy, with a consumptive taint, short
for his age, with fair skin, high forehead, weak cnaracter of
eyes, and some tendency to deafness. He Edwara VL
was grave and precocious, and his schooling was forced
on so early that he cared little for his play, and delighted
to hide away in some remote chamber with his books, in
which he showed a wonderful proficiency when still a
mere baby. He had few friends, and lived a solitary
and melancholy life, busying himself from the beginning
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with high problems of theology and politics, and show-
ing little natural affection for his kinsfolk. He was very
religious. No study delighted him more than that of the
Scriptures, of which he read ten chapters daily; and he
took pleasure in listening to sermons, and in taking notes
of them. He specially loved the shrewd honest preaching
of Hugh Latimer, who exercised an excellent influence over
him. Edward early became an ardent reformer, and
keenly sympathised with the religious policy of those who
ruled England for him. When still a boy he eagerly fol-
lowed the course of politics, noting down in the journal,
which he kept from his accession, the chief occurrences of
the time. The “godly disposition” of the “ English Josiah”
was extravagantly lauded by the reforming party ; but as he
grew up he showed traces of his father’s self-confidence,
harshness, and want of feeling, as well as of his firm will
and splendid dignity of bearing. But everything was
against him, and his faults should not be too harshly
remembered.

2. The triumph of Hertford over Norfolk and Surrey,
while the old kingﬂ:ay dying, sect}reii1 for the tEeforzrlxli.nig1
tectors party the possession of the power for whic
m«..t, o ot they had been striving so long. Henry VIIL’s
1647-1649. plan for a carefully balanced council of regency
was put aside,and Hertford was made Lord Protector with
something of royal authority, having power to act with or

without the Council, and “to do anything which a governor -

of the king’s person and protector of the realm ought to do.”
He assumed the title of Duke of Somerset, and scattered
peerages among his friends, his brother Thomas_becoming
Lord Seymour of Sudeley and Lord High Admiral, and
Lisle being made Earl of Warwick. Gardiner and the
other leaders of the old learning were excluded from the
Council.

Somerset was an ardent reformer, who really believed in
his principles, and who now strove to do everything in a
hurry to make up for the weary years of waiting while his
brother-in-law had lived. He was more honest than most
of the statesmen of the time, though he was greedy beyond
measure in appropriating Church property for himself. His
soft words and gracious manner, his real sympathy for the
poor and the suffering, and his bravery and skill as a soldier,
combined to give him popularity, but he soon showed
obstinacy where pliancy was needed, and weaknéss where
he should have manifested stréngth. He had little practical
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wisdom, no_power-of compromise, and small insight into

iblic opinion. He failed in his foreigh golxcy,"w'ﬁen he
sought to carry out the deas of Henry VIII., but he was
equally unsuccessful at home when he strove to repudiate
all that Henry had strivenfor. After less than three years
he fell utterly from power.

3. England was at peace with France and Scotland when the new
reign began, and a prudent ruler would have steered clear of foreign
complications during the troubles of a minority. But 2
Somerset, though his hands were full with the reform- W
ing of the English Church, was unpractical enough to
think the moment come when he could carry out Henry VIIL's old
Elan of uniting England and Scotland by the marriage of the little

ing and queen. Religion also moved him in the same direction, for
he hoped for the support of the Scﬁs_%fg;mas__uh%s_tmnghnld_at
St. Andrews had recentlhbeen ca%ture by the French auxiliaries of
ots government. ough there was an opening for prudence
and diplomacy, the means taken by Somerset to unite the kingdoms
made union impossible for another two generations. He talked of
reviving Edward L's claims of overlordship over Scotland, and on
4th September 1547 crossed the Borders at the head of a great army,
a large proportion of which was cavalry, to ¢ out his policy by
sheer superiority of strength. All Scotland united to oppose foreign
invasion, and a numerous Scots army took up a strong position on
the left bank of the Esk, over against Musselburgh, hoping to protect
Edinburgh, which had previously suffered so severely from Somerset's
hands. On 8th September Somerset occupied the heights on the right
bank of the river, while the English fleet, anchored close ashore in the
Forth, threatened the left flank of the Scots. For
two days the armies watched each other, but, early on Battle of Pinkie
the roth, the Scots in their eagerness to attack go;i ' re
Somerset, abandoned their strong position, crossed :
the Esk over Musselburgh bridge, and marched against the English
m)sted on the high ground beyond. This led to the decisive battle of
usselburgh or Pinkie Cleugh. The English moved down to meet
the enemy, and the Scots pikemen, standing in dense array, after the
ancient fashion, valiantly withstood the shock of Lord Grey's cavalry,
which charged them downhill. The English horse broke and fled,
but the pikemen were powerless to pursue them uphill, and halted in
a dangerous position, where their columns were soon broken up by the
merciless fire of the English from their higher quarters. The military
skill of Warwick, who led the middle portion of the English army,
now changed the fortunes of the day. He poured fresh masses of
English cavalry down the hill, and this time the pikemen were at their
mercy. The ts army fled in disorder, and the English, with in-
significant losses to themselves, utterly dcstroged it. Leith was burned,
and Scotland again ruthlessly plundered. But the military triumph
of the Protector was more than outbalanced by his political failure.
Indignant at the armed wooing of the English king, the Scots
renewed their treaty with France, where Henry fl. had just succeeded
BiS Tather, Francis 1. as king. In 1548 the little queen was sent
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beyond sea to be educated as a Frenchwoman and a Catholic, and
the destined bride of the future French king, Henry's son Francis.
Her mother, Mary of Guise, henceforth ruled Scotland in the French
and Catholic interest, and for more than ten years the cause of the
Reformation seemed utterly ecli . French troops were sent to
Scotland, and effectually prevented a renewal of the policy of invasion.
In revenge for the attack on Scotland, the French assailed Boulogne,
and after a long struggle won it back. After Somerset's fall peace
was made with both countries on conditions that reversed all the
successes of Henry VIIL (x550).

Battle of PINKIE
10 Sept. 1547
English Miles
) bl I

English Army marked thus._ [ Scottisn Army marked thus_[IR

A__English position beforethe battle B Scotish position heforethe battle
©.__English pudition at beginning of buttle D..__Scottish position at beginning of battle
1-...Gray's Cavdlry a....Angus
2__Warwick b... Arran
3...Somerset ©.___Huntly

--------------- March of the Scots that brought about the dattle

4. Somerset threw himself heartily into the work of
reforming the Church, and giving up Henry’s idea of a
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middle way, strove to make England Protestant after
the German fashion. Cranmer entirely agreed with him,
having long been secretly influenced by the 5, pesormatien
German Lutherans, though he soon went under Somerset,
beyond their teaching. The archbishop was a 1847-1045:
wretched politician, his weakness of character and deference
.to the great making him the tool of all factions in succes-
sion, but he was a man of some learning and much refine-
ment of feeling, possessing a singular power of writing
good English, a power he was now able to employ to the
great advantage of the Church. His delicate scholarship
and timidity combined to make him a lover of ancient
forms, even when he was fast departing from their spirit,
and did something to prevent him from utterly deserting the
ways of Henry VIII. Too weak to withstand the greedy
courtiers, who soon outvied Somerset in their pretended
zeal for reformation, he was still able to go on working
quietly to establish the new system on sound lines. It is
largely due to the influence of Cranmer that, amidst the
fierce passions and fiercer self-seeking of the reign of
Edward V1., some solid results remained, that permanently
affected for good the course of religion in England.
Immediately after the young king’s accession, the bishops
were compelled to take out new appointments by letters
patent, in order to emphasise the fact that they were mere
officials of state, witg no independent power or divine
right. Then a general royal visitation of the whole country
was held to enforce the Royal Supremacy, and remove
images and other *superstitious” emblems from the
churches. The bishops of the old school, headed by Gar-
diner and Bonner, struggled in vain against the visitors.
A book of English Homilies was next set up, as a sort of
authorised sermons, which the clergy were to read to
their flocks. Parliament ordered that the Holy Communion
should be administered in both kinds, repealed the Six
Articles, and the other Acts of Henry creating new
treasons and heresies. A new Act was passed granting to
the king such colleges, chantries, and fgee chapels as had
escaped confiscation under Henry VIII., and the council-
lors made haste to make themselves rich with the spoils.
A mere fraction of the proceeds was kept for national
purposes. Some schools and hospitals which the ancient
ecclesiastical colleges had maintained, were “ refounded,”
and perhaps a few new ones set up. These measures
have given Edward V1. a very undeserved reputation as a
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founder of grammar schools and patron of learning. This
credit is not much better merited than the cheap fame won
in the same way by Henry VIII. In other ways the Church
was impoverished. Somerset himself pulled down
churches and bishops’ houses, to build himself a palace in
the Strand. Cranmer was little more than a reed in his
hands, and powerless to protect the Church. The clergy
obtained a grudging permission to marry, and had their
tithes secured to them. But they shared in the growing
demoralisation, and many sought to make a little harvest
on their own account. A few strenuous preachers of the new
faith strove to kindle the sluggish zeal of a people who had
grown careless of the old order, without any real enthusiasm
for the new. Conspicuous among these was Hugh Latimer,
who, refusing another bishopric, preferred to work as.a
simple Preacher. He lamented that things were worse than
in the “old days of Popery,” and in plain homely language
sought to make men ashamed of their greed and selfishness

5. The most important change now brought about was
the abolition of the Latin services, and the setting up of a .
e Pirst Prayer €W English Prayer Book. Some steps in

Book of this direction had been already taken under
Taward V1, Henry VIII., and, since 1543, Cranmer’s com-

mittee had been hard at work. In 1547, when
Communion in both kinds was ordered, an English form
of receiving that Sacrament was drawn up. At last, in
1549, the Act of Uniformity was passed, enjoining the
reading in all English churches rf the form of service
known as the First Prayer Book of Edward VI. It was
a-very carefiul and -reverent translation of the_medizval
Latiservices into the vulgar tongue, with a few omissions
and additions, and the putting together of the numerous
short forms of service ofp the ancient Church into the order
for Morning and Evening Prayer, but with great care
shown not to wound the feelings of lovers of old ways.
This was especially seen in the Communion Service, which
taught the Real Presence and the Eucharistic Sacrifice,
and carefully kept most of the ancient ceremonies. Such
a little way did it go that the ardent reformers were dis-
satisfied with it, and those who hated the changes, like
Bonner, could still try to carry on the new services in the
old spirit, and with the old ceremonies. Accordingly,
another royal visitation was held to enforce the new service
book. Bonner was deprived of his bishopric, and imprisoned
for the rest of the reign.
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6. Besides the religious revolution, the social and
economic changes that had caused so much misery under
Henry VIII. were still far from having run their course.
The only remedy that Council and Parliament could find
for poverty was a severe law that any “vagabond” might
be seized and kept as a slave for two years, being forced to-
work on bread and water and liable to be beaten at his
tr_nasl?f:x’s pleasure, while if he escaped, he became a slave
or life.

Somerset had let loose powers that he was not strong
enough to control, and til:: quarrels of the councillors
further distracted the realm and weakened the government.
Pirates plundered the coasts, and the government could
only pay its way by coining bad money, and forcing people
to receive it as good. Somerset’s brother, Lord Seymour of
Sudeley, “a man of much wit and very little judgment,”
strove to rise into power as the mouthpiece of the prevailing
discontent. He married Henry VII1.’s widow, and on her
death sought to marry the Lady Elizabeth. He used his
position as Admiral to make friends with the pirates whom
he was sent to put down, and supplied himself with funds
by obtaining the control of the Bristol mint. gyecution of
But he was too headstrong and rash to play tzord eymour
his part properly. In March 1549 he was of8udeley, 1045,
executed as a traitor, being condemned by Act of Attainder,
But his brother'’s death gave Somerset only a short respite.

7. Disgust at the Prayer Book led to a new Pilgrimage
of Grace in the south-west, where the first reading of the
English service on Whitsunday 1549 was fol- ue risings ot
lowed by a riot that soon grew into a wide- 1049
spread popular insurrection of the conservative westerm
counties. The rebels denounced the new Prayer Book as
“like a Christmas game,” and demanded the restoration of
tl?el Mass and the Six Articles, and the recall of Cardinal

ole.

While the Devonshire men rose to uphold the ancient
order, bad government and social grievances led the men
of Norfolk, where the reforming spirit was strongest, to
take up arms against the Protectorate. The eastern
counties had suffered terribly from the enclosure of
commons, which had deprived the poor man of his rights of
pasture, and by the turning of plough-lands into sheep-walks,
against which More had long ago lifted up his voice.
While the poor found it harder to get work, a few rich
men made unhallowed gains at their expense. The new
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landlords, who had succeeded the monks, looked upon land-
holding as a business, and rackrented their tenants to get
a high interest from their investments. The atrocious law
against vagabonds shows how bad the feeling between
class and class had become. A local dispute now set
the countryside ablaze. Rober? Ket, lord of the manor
of Wymondham, had a quarrel with a neighbouring
landlord, and put himself at the head of a mob which
was pulling down fences and denouncing enclosures.
Before long a great army had collected on Mousehold
Hill, outside Norwich, where Ket held a sort of court
under an oak-tree, which he called the Zree of Reforma-
tion. Very moderate demands were sent up to the
Council, praying that enclosures should be restrained
and that “all bondmen may be made free, since God
made all free with His precious blood-shedding.” Getting
no answer, Ket captured Norwich and defeated the royal
troops.

Somerset sympathised with the eastern rebels, but was
too weak to remedy their grievances. The revolts had to
The ead of the D€ Put down, and he was pushed aside by
Protectorats,  stronger men. As Englishmen declined to
1049. fight against their brethren, foreign mercen-
aries were employed who had no scruples. In August_Jok»n
Russell, soon afterwards made Earl of Bedford, put down
the western revolt, while Warwick defeated the Norfolk-
men with terrible slaughter at Dussendale. The Council
now sought to get rid of Somerset altogether. In despair
he strove to rally the people on his side. Early in
October he was degraded from the Protectorate and
confined to the Tower. With unwonted leniency, he was
soon released from prison, and even restored to the Council.
But his power was at an end. Henceforth the Council
resolved to keep the government in its own hands.

8. It was hard for a weak man like Somerset to wield
the authority of Henry VIII. It was impossible for a little
memurueof Knot of greedy and quarrelsome councillors
Warwick and the even to affect to carry on the strong rule,
Oounadl, 1049-1883. which alone could save Tudor England from
anarchy. The councillors scrambled eagerly for wealth
and place, and Warwick, the strongest of them, was a
coarse, self-seeking soldier, who hid his ambition under
a popular and magnificent manner. Without religious
feeling himself, he now professed a great zeal for purifying
the Church, since each fresh step of religious reformation
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meant a fresh confiscation of Church property. Circum-
stances favoured his policy. It was a dark time for Pro-
testantism on the Continent. Luther was dead, and
Charles V., freed from his long rivalry with Francis,
was resolutely bent on stamping out the Reformation
in Germany. A swarm of Protestant exiles now sought
refuge in England. Among them were Martin Bucer, the
learned and judicious Strassburg reformer, and Pefer
Martyr, an Italian, who were made professors of theo-
logy at Cambridge and Oxford. Disciples of the foreign
schools gradually made their way to the front, conspicu-
ous among them being the accomplished and courteous
Nickolas Ridley, Cranmer’s old chaplain, who became
Bishop of London on Bonners deprivation, and was
conspicuous for his zeal in breaking down ,. ... oree
altars, and for his influence on the mind Reformation,
of the archbishop. A less temperate en- 1549-1583.
thusiast was Join Hooper who, on being made bishop of
Gloucester in 1551, refused to wear the “popish vest-
ments” necessary for his consecration, and only yielded
after a long imprisonment. Both of these were disciples
of the Zwinglian school, and Cranmer himself was now
drifting in their direction, having abandoned the doctrine
of the Real Presence. Most of the bishops of the old
school were deposed, Gardiner losing Winchester in
1551, and being, like Bonner, imprisoned for the rest of
the reign. The Council strove to prevent the Lady Mary,
who hated the religious changes, from continuing to have
the Latin Mass celebrated before her. Aftera long struggle
they were forced to yield before the steadfastness of Mary
and the threat of the Emperor to go to war if they per-
sisted. With all their violence, the Reformers were less
sanguinary than Henry VIII. The only victims were a few
upholders of extreme opinions, of whom the chief was the
brave Anabaptist fanatic, Joan Bocker, burnt in 1550 for
denying the Incarnation. Even Zwinglians held that such
heresy as hers must be punished.

The scramble for Church property went on, and the
government grew worse and worse. Bishops were forced
to surrender their lands and received back a merely nominal
equivalent. Statesmen appointed themselves to high
ecclesiastical dignities, pocketed the revenues and neglected
the duties that they were, as laymen, not qualified to per-
form. Bishoprics were suppressed, including several of
Henry's new sees. Westminster was absorbed in London,
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and Gloucester, Hooper’'s diocese, was again united to
Worcester. The wealthy see of Durham was similarly
suppressed. It was plain that little Church property would
soon be left. The revenues of the universities and their
colleges were threatened, and scholars almost ceased to
attend them, or proper candidates to offer themselves for
the ministry. There was much discontent, but few dared
to give it tongue. In 1550 Hugh Latimer, who had spoken
too plainly to please the Council, was ordered to preach
no more before the king. In their despair people looked
to the discredited Somerset as a possigle deliverer from
the misrule of the Council But the king coldly upheld
Warwick against his uncle, and Somerset was arrested,
convicted of felony, and beheaded on 22nd January 1552,
amidst the hearty sorrow of the people, who still looked on
him as their friend. Warwick, now fully triumphant, was
made Duke of Northumberland. He had the ear of the
young king, and could carry everything as he would.

The forms of the earlier years of Edward’s reign seemed
to the disciples of the Swiss reformers, who now directed the
e Prayer Book  policy of the Church, to be wanting in primi-
of 1552. tive simplicity. Accordingly the Prayer Book
of 1549 was recast, and superseded by the Second Prayer
Book of Edward VI, enjoined by the Act of Uniformity of
1552, This compilation marked a very great advance of
the Zwinglian spirit. The changes in the Communion
Service bring this out plainly. The words used in dis-
tributing the Bread in 1549 had clearly suggested the Real
Presence. In 1552 new words were brought in which
seemed to point in the direction of the Zwinglian doctrine
that the Eucharist was nothing but a memorial Supper.
But even these changes did not go far enough for many.
Some objected to elaborate forms of prayer at all ; many
complained of the obligation of the communicants to
receive the Sacrament on their knees. To satisfy them a
rubric, called the Black Rubric by the foes of the
advanced reformers, was added explaining that nothing
idolatrous was implied in the custom. But great as were
the changes in spirit, the real sympathy that Cranmer still
showed for the ancient forms, and his rare command of
dignified and appropriate language raised the Prayer Book
of 1552 above the fierce passions of the hour, and made it
one of the most permanent and precious results of the
reign. Substantially it is the same as the present Prayer
Book of the English Church.
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A new form of doctrine was now drafted in the Forzy-
Two Articles of 1553, largely based on the Lutheran
confession of faith, and the basis of Elizabeth’s Thirty-
Nine Articles, Even more than the Prayer Book, they
show how completely the English Churéh had abandoned
the doctrines of Henry VIII. and adopted those of the
Reformers. A code of Protestant ecclesiastical law, called
the Reformatio Legum Ecclesiasticarum, was also drawn
ap, but there was no time to have it made law.

9. Change succeeded change, until the misrule of the
ruling faction produced murmurs even from the subservient
Commons, who, in passing a new 77£aS0fS wortnumberland’s
Act, insisted on adding a clause that no one plan for the
should be convicted of treason except by the Buccession, 1853.
evidence of two witnesses dt least. Nevertheless Northum-
berland, secure of the support both of the courtiers and
the advanced reformers, seemed firmly established in power.
Unluckily for him the king’s health began to break up, and
it was soon clear that the sickly and overwrought boy had
not long to live. By Henry VIIL’s will, the Lady Mary was
the next heir, and she was an uncompromising friend of the
Mass. The dying king was much concerned at the light
of the Gospel being put out by his death, and Northumber-
land easily made him the instrument of an audacious plan
to change the succession. He persuaded Edward that he
had the same power to determine who should be the next
sovereign as Henry VIII. had exercised, though Henry
had an Act of Parliament at his back, and Edward had not.
‘He further induced the king to exclude from the succession
not only Mary, but Elizabeth, who was not unfriendly to
the new system, In their stead Edward bequeathed the
throne to the Lady Jane Grey, the eldest child of Frances,
Duchess of Suffolk, the daughter of Mary, Henry VIIL’s
sister, by her second husband, Charles Brandon, Duke
of Suffolk. The innocent victim of Northumberland’s
ambition was a young girl of sixteen, of sweet temper,
strong will, and great devotion to the reformed doctrines.
She was so fond of her books that she stayed at home to
read Plato, when all her family went out hunting. She
was now married against her will to Northumberland’s son
Lord Guildford Dudley. Thus Northumberland hoped to
reign through his daughter-in-law.

]g_gward loved Lady Jane, and gladly fell in with
Northumberland’s advice. There was more difficulty in
forcing the scheme on the Council, but, like Northumber-

2E
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land, the councillors were afraid of Mary, and were too
deeply pledged to draw back. Cranmer was loath to agree,
but finally yielded with characteristic weakness. On 6th
July 1553 Edward died.

10. For two days the king’s death was kept secret, and
QuesnJameaza When further delay was impossible, Jane was
Queen Mary, proclaimed queen in London on roth July,
10-19 July 1888. amidst a significant silence. Ridley preached
in her favour to little purpose, and outside the capital no
one thought of obeying her. Mary fled to the eastern
counties, where the gentry of the most Protestant part of
England flocked to her with every sign of enthusiasm.
Northumberland hurried against her, but he had only
reached Cambridge, when his, troops mutinied, and he
gave up the struggle. On 19th July, Suffolk told his
daughter that her reign was over, and himself proclaimed
Mary at the Tower gates, and the news was welcomed
amid “bell ringing, blazes, and shouts of applause.” The
conspirators and their victims were cast into prison. On
3rd August the new queen made her solemn entry into
London. The Protestant misrule was over, and the
daughter of Henry VIII. had come to restore her father’s
house against the self-seeking duke, who had played for
high stakes and lost.

CHAPTER IV.
Mary and the Romanist Reaction (1553-1558).

1. Though only thirty-seven, the new queen was prema-
turely aged by weak health, and soured by her miserable
Character of girlhood. She was of low stature, thin, and
QuesnMary.  delicate, with grave and sedate looks, and
plain features, though her piercing eye commanded respect,
and her deep-toned masculine voice could speak eloquently
and strongly. She had good abilities, and had been well
educated, knowing three languages, and delighting in music.
Her kindness and charity made her beloved by her servants
and intimates. Though the fierce Tudor will and temper
flamed up from time to time, she had learnt by adversity to
keep them under strict control. Friendless as she had
been, she had ever remained true to her mother’s memory,
and was proud of her Spanish descent and kinship to the
Emperor, no less than of her unblemished orthodoxy and
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ardent devotion to the ancient faith. She was known to be
utterly opposed to the policy of her brother'’s ministers, and
in welcoming her as queen, Englishmen hoped to get rid of
thel self-seekers and innovators, who had brought the realm
so low.

2, The first acts of Mary gave general satisfaction. The

prisons were opened, and old Norfolk, Gardiner, Bonner,
and the other victims of Protestant policy were oy, pocoration
restored to their dignities. A new Council of the System of
was set up which contained few of Edward’s Hewryvi,
advisers, and Gardiner was made Chancellor.
A very few victims atoned for the attempt to uphold Jane
Dudley. Though Lady Jane and her husband were con-
demned to death, there was no thought of carrying out the
sentence. Her fathier, Suffolk, was released, through
Mary’s affection for her mother; and only Northumberland,
with two of his subordinate agents, was put to death. On
the scaffold, Northumberland avowed himself a Catholic,
and set down all the misfortunes of England to the breach
with Rome. The Protestant bishops were deprived, impri-
soned, or driven beyond sea, and foreign Protestants were
ordered out of the realm. Parliament soon met, declared
Mary Henry’s lawful daughter, repealed Edward VI.’s
Acts concerning religion, and brought back the Six Articles,
the Mass, and the unmarried clergy, leaving the Church as
it had been at the death of Henry VIII. For more than
a year, no further religious changes were effected. Mary
even assumed her father’s title of Supreme Head of the
Church. Most Englishmen were well content with the
queen’s restoration of Henry VIII.’s middle way, but Mary
was by no means satisfied with it. The daughter of
Catharine of Aragon as little loved the system of her
father, built up, as it was, on her mother’s shame, as she
loved the innovations of her brother. Her ardent wish
was to have things as they had been before her mother’s
marriage was questioned. Politically she was anxious
to restore the imperial alliance. Ecclesiastically, she was
eager to have back the Pope and the monks. Both her
desires met with strong opposition, but ultimately her
fierce persistency almost realised her objects.

3. Parliament strongly urged the queen to marry
an English nobleman, but there was no one g, gpanyn
who seemed suitable, and Charles V., who Marriage Treaty,
had always befriended his cousin in her days Jaucary 1564
of trouble, offered her as a husband his son, Pislip,
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Prince of Spain, who was eleven years her junior, and a
widower. To many of the Council, including Gardiner, the
proposal seemed a dangerous one. The pair were person-
ally ill matched, and as Charles V.’s health was already
broken, Philip was likely soon to inherit most of his
dominions. Though he had a son by his former marriage,
English patriotism, remembering that lucky marriages had
built up the dominions of Charles V., revolted at the possi-
bility, if the little Don Carlos were to die, of England
being absorbed in the Spanish Empire. Even an alliance
with Spain was no longer looked upon with much favour,
despite the ancient ties that bound the two countries.
Moreover Philip was already famous for his uncom-
promising zeal for Catholicism, and a union with him
could hardly be effected on terms that left Henry VIIL's
legislation standing. All these reasons only made Mary
the more anxious to complete a match, which would at one
stroke realise all her ambitions. She answered Parliament
that it had no right to limit her choice of a husband, and
at once began negotiations for her marriage with Philip.
In January 1554 the marriage treaty was drawn up, Hus-
band and wife were to assume each other’s titles, but
careful provision was made that England should be
separate and independent from Spain, that none but
Englishmen should hold office in England, and that
England should not be dragged into the war, which Charles
had been waging against France since 1552.

4. Three popular revolts followed the announcement of
the treaty and showed how much the marriage was hated.
The Wyats Suffolk, forgetful of what he owed to Mary’s
Rebsllion, mercy, strove to raise the Midlands, while
Jan-Feb,and  Gir Peter Carew stirred up his native Devon-
Marrisge, 262 shire, and Sir Thomas Wyalt, a gallant young
July, 1604, Kentish gentleman, son of Wyatt the poet,
started an insurrection in Kent and Sussex. Suffolk
was easily defeated and taken prisoner; Carew fled to
France without accomplishing anything, and Wyatt’s
rebellion alone proved formidable. Fifteen thousand
turbulent Kentishmen followed him on his march to
London, and occupied Southwark. There was a panic in
the City, but the queen went down to the Guildhall and
filled the Londoners with courage by her timely and
courageous eloquence. Meanwhile Wyatt, abandoning
Southwark, crossed the Thames at Kingston and hurried
to London from the west. As soon as he got among the
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houses, he was overpowered and captured. The queen
dealt with this second rising more sternly than with the
first. Not only were Suffolk and Wyatt and other actual
rebels executed, but Lady Jane and Lord Guildford were
also put to death under the old sentence. Gardiner urged
that the Lady Elizabeth, whose claims the rebels had been
thought to favour, should incur the same fate. She was
imprisoned in the Tower, but Mary could not bring herself
to lay hands upon her sister, and Wyatt with his dying
breath declared that she had had no knowledge of the
conspiracy. A little later Parliament gave a grudging
approval of the marriage treaty, though it was not until
July that the sluggish Philip came to England and was
married to Mary by Bishop Gardiner in Winchester
Cathedral. Philip prudently kept aloof from English
politics, following the shrewd advice of Renard, his father's
ambassador. He persuaded his wife to set free her sister
Elizabeth, who was now again received into the queen’s
favour. With great wisdom Elizabeth henceforth kept
on fair terms with her sister, zealously attending Mass,
and scrupulously keeping herself free from suspicion of
disloyalty.

5. Mary had now accomplished half her purpose, and
immediately set about carrying out the reconciliation
with Rome. She had to contend against the 5, p.concitia-
active hostility of some and the indifference tion with Rome,
of most of her councillors. Gardiner, her ¥ov. 154
chief adviser, had won his reputation by defending the
Royal Supremacy, but the experience of Edward’s reign led
him to think that Henry VII11.’s middle way was impossible,
and that there was no choice save between the Pope and
the extreme Protestants. As he had always fought against
the latter, he had now no scruple in going back to his
allegiance to the former. Love of money, not religious
principle,long delayed the papal restoration. The lay nobles,
who had been enriched with the spoils of the Church, were
hard to win over, especially as it was known that the queen
was as anxious to restore Church property to its ancient
owners as she was to bring back the Pope. Even the
Emperor and the Pope were reluctant to hurry the English
into an unwilling restoration of the Papacy; and few shared
Mary’s impatience at the long delay except her cousin,
Cardinal Pole, who had for nearly twenty years represented
uncompromising hostility to the Anglican Reformation at
the Roman court, and had since her accession been vainly
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trying to effect an entrance into the country as papal
legate. At last it was seen that the Pope could be re-
stored only if the monasteries were frankly abandoned to
their lay owners. The Pope promised not to insist upon
the restitution of Church lands, and all difficulties were re-
moved. In November 1554 Parliament met at Westminster.,
The sheriffs had been exhorted to return members of “a
wise, grave, and Catholic sort,” and the result showed that
the art of managing elections was already well understood.
Parliament repealed Henry VIIIL’s legislation against
Rome, revived the ancient laws against heresy, and de-
clared unlawful the title of Supreme Head of the Church,
which Mary had borne for nearly two years. One of its
first acts was to reverse the Act of Attainder, which in
Henry’s time had been passed against Cardinal Pole. The
legate now arrived in London, and was rowed up to West-
minster in a barge of state, at whose prow glittered a great
silver cross, the emblem of his office. Mary welcomed
him with the utmost warmth. “The day I ascended the
throne,” she declared, “I did not feel such joy.” A few
days later, Pole solemnly absolved England from the guilt
of schism and pronounced its restoration to Catholic unity.
After eighteen months of hard struggle, Mary had undone
the work of her father, almost as completely as she had
upset that of her brother. Public opinion, if not enthu-
siastic, did not oppose the change. There had been revolts
against the Spanish marriage. There were none against
the reconciliation with the Papacy.

6. Now that the ancient Church had been fully restored,
there still remained the question of how to deal with those
The Marian Perse- Who obstinately refused to accept the Marian
cutlon, 1865-1088. reaction. These were comparatively few in
number. The rule of Somerset and Northumberland had
in no wise made the English nation Protestant; but
there were many zealous reforming clergy, and in the
southern and eastern parts of the country they had a
considerable following. It was against all the traditions
of the time that these should be allowed to worship
after their own way. Everybody agreed that to tolerate
error was both a sin and a mistake, and it was looked
upon as something like rebellion for a subject to pre-
sumptuously reject the religion of the state. Henry VIII,
had burnt Protestants and hung Papists. Edward VI,
had burnt Anabaptists and shut up Romanists in prison.
Calvin was equally intolerant, and Charles V. was busily
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engaged in stamping out heresy in the Netherlands. It
was Inevitable then that those who refused to accept
Mary’s changes should be persecuted, and it is unfair to
regard Mary and her ministers as specially blameworthy
for doing, a little more energetically than usual, what all
parties agreed that it was right to do. Early in 1555 Pole
set up a commission to try heretics, and on 2nd February
John Rogers, a prebendary of St Paul's, who had taken a
prominent part in translating the Bible into English, was
the first martyr. Others rapidly followed. of
Bishop Hooper of Gloucester and Worcester, Hooper, 9th Feb.
had opposed the rash attempt to set aside 1085

Mary, but had, early in the new reign, been thrown into
prison, and had been used “worse and more vilely than
the veriest slave.” He was now deprived of his bishopric,
and condemned as a heretic. To make a more public
example, he was sent down to Gloucester, and burnt on gth
February, in the very town where he had upheld extreme
Protestantism. A less prominent bishop suffered in March
in Bishop Ferrar of St David’s, who, for similar reasons,
was burnt at Carmarthen, the chief town of his diocese.
Before the end of the year nearly one hundred Protestants
had been horribly slaughtered.

Among the chief of the victims were Latimer, Ridley,
and Cranmer. Latimer was now an old and “sore bruised
man,” and he had carefully kept free from the Martyrdom of
snares of Northumberland, living now in the ziiey and
country, but still rising at two in the morning Latimer, 16th
to study, and preaching twice every Sunday. 1685
He was summoned to London, but every chance was given
him to escape, as many others had escaped, to the
Continent. The old hero scorned to flee, and cheerfully
went up to London for his doom. Ridley and Cranmer
were in a worse plight, being both deeply implicated in the
Northumberlantf7 conspiracy. But it was thought better
to wait and try them as heretics, than to hurry them to a
swifter doom as traitors. In March 1554, Latimer, Rigley,
and Cranmer were all sent to Oxford, to dispute with
Catholic divines on the doctrine of the Mass. Latimer
declared that he was “no better able to discuss theolo
than to be Captain of Calais, but that he had read over the
New Testament many times without finding the Mass in
it, nor yet the marrow-bones and sinews thereof.” After a
stormy discussion, they were all adjudged heretics; but
long delays now followed, and it was not till September



440 Mary and the Romanist Reaction [1588-

1555 that a commission of bishops went to Oxford to
deal finally with them. After more disputations, Ridley
and Latimer were sentenced on 1st October, and on 16th
October were taken out to die on the north side of the
town, “in the ditch over against Balliol College.” Both
refused to recant, and were fastened to the stake by an
iron chain, while Ridley’s brother was mercifully allowed
to hang bags of gunpowder round their necks to shorten
their sufferings. As the faggots were lighting, old Latimer
cried, “ Be of good comfort, Master Ridley; we shall this
day light such a candle, by God’s grace, in England as I
trust shall never be put out.” He died with little pain, but
Ridley suffered terrible torments.

Cranmer still remained. There were legal difficulties in
dealing with him, as he had been consecrated before the
Martyrdomog  SChism began, and had duly received his
Oranmer, 21t pallium from the Pope. He was therefore

1586, summoned to answer for heresy at Rome,
but the Pope appointed a commissioner to try him in
England. his involved long delays. It was months

after he had witnessed from his prison Ridley and Latimer
going to their doom, before his turn came for judgment.
However, he was condemned at Rome, and, after his
deprivation, the Pope appointed Pole Archbishop of
Canterbury by papal provision. On 12th February 1556
Cranmer was solemnly degraded from his orders, and
after his priestly garb had been torn from him, he was
clad in a poor yeoman’s gown, and handed over to the
secular arm. He was now plied with arguments and
entreaties to recant. He was nearly seventy, and “sore
broken in studies.” He had never been a man of strong
character, and his views had shifted so often, that he
might well have been still perplexed with doubts. More-
over he had firmly believed in the Royal Supremacy, and
now the Supreme Head of the Church had chosen to
acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Pope. At last he was
persuaded to recant. His cruel enemies made him drink
the cup of humiliation to the dregs. He was forced to
sign no less than seven forms of abjuration, in one of
which he abjectly compared himself to the penitent thief
on the cross. But his weakness could not save his life,
for there was no mercy for the man who had divorced
Catharine of Aragon and bastardised her daughter.
Despite his recantations, on 21st March he was doomed
to die. Before the execution a sermon was preached over
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him in the University Church, and at the end he was
called upon to read his abjurations. But he had won
back his courage in the presence of death. After a
few indifferent remarks, he addressed himself to the
purpose. “I come,” he said, “to the great thing which
so much troubleth my conscience. I renounce and refuse
all such bills and papers as I have written or signed
with my band since my degradation, wherein I have
written many things untrue. And as my hand offended,
my hand therefore shall first be punished, and shall be
first burnt.” Amidst general astonishment he was hurried
from the church to the stake. When the wood was
kindled, he plunged his right hand into the flame, exclaim-
ing, “ This hand hath offended.” His courageous end did
much to redeem the weakness of his life.

Gardiner died in1555,but Pole and Bonner kept up the (fer-
secution, Before Mary’s death there had been two hundred
and eighty-six victims in less than four years. The martyrs
were either clergymen or poor and humble folk, and prac-
tically all came from a small corner of the country. In the
North, in Wales, and in the South-west there were no Pro-
testants to burn. Four dioceses contributed nearly all the
sufferers. From Bonner’s diocese of London (Middlesex,
Essex, Herts) came nearly half. Next in the order of
victims was Pole’s diocese of Canterbury, including most
of Kent. Norwich (Norfolk and part of Suffolk), and
Chichester (Sussex) were the only other dioceses where
victims were numerous, though 1n fourteen other sees
there were a small number of deaths, ranging from seven
to one. The limitation of the persecution to so short
9 time and so small an area, made it the more severe;
and callous as was the Englishman of tht sixteenth
century, sympathy with the martyrs did more to set up a
Protestant party in England, than all the preaching of
Ridley or the laws of Somerset and Northumberland. As
usual persecution overshot the mark.

7, Already, perhaps, conscious that the persecution was
a failure, Mary feverishly strove to win back for her Church
its old place in her subjects’ hearts. She per- Mary's
suaded her reluctant Parliament to restore Misfortanss,
First Fruits to the Pope, and strove in vain to rekindle the
old love of the monastic life. Despite her crippled finances,
she reopened several religious houses, including the royal
foundation of St. Peter’s, Westminster, where the shrine of
St. Edward was again pieced together and brought back to
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its proud place behind the high altar. Few of her subjects
followed her example, and her zeal only excited suspicion
and mistrust. The home government of Mary was little
more efficient than that of her brother, and the House of
Commons turned restive for the first time since the Tudors
became sovereigns. There were several threatened risings.
The most formidable was that of Zhomas Stafford, a grand-
son of Buckingham, who seized Scarborough Castle, with
French help, and declared himself Protector of England,
but was taken and executed. Protestant refugees of the
bolder sort got ships from France and turned to piracy,
plundering the English coasts, Moreover, Mary’s health
was giving way, and her domestic life was very unhappy.
Save Pole, she had no real friend ; and Philip, her husband,
had left her in the autumn of 1555, and neglected her
utterly for nearly two years. In 1557 he came back to
England, and again pretended affection, in the hope of

rsuading her to break the marriage treaty, by helping

im in his wars against France.

8. Between 1552 and 1559 another great struggle was
fought between France and the Empire, in which Henry II.

War with joined the German Protestants in defeating
France, Charles V.’s policy in Germany, and combined
1007-1008. with Pope Paul IV. to overturn his domina-

tion in Italy. Both parties looked for the help of England,
and so early as 1553 the French had wished well to Lady
Jane Grey because the Emperor supported Queen Mary.
Charles V., crippled with gout and weary at the failure of
his schemes, now made up his mind to abdicate. He had
lost all hope of upholding the unity of his dominions, and
was forced to yield up his German possessions with the
prospect of the imperial succession to his brother Ferdinand,
King of Hungary and Bohemia, and the founder of the
junior or Austrian branch of the house of Hapsburg. In
1556 Charles surrendered all his other dominions to Philip,
who thus became King of Spain and the Indies, King of
Naples, Duke of Milan, Lord of the Seventeen Provinces
of the Netherlands and of the Free County of Burgundy.
Despite the loss of the Empire Philip II. was still the chief
prince of Europe, and he resolved to make a great effort to
end the languishing war.

In 1557 Mary was persuaded to declare war against
France, but the English took little part in the struggle,
which Philip was able to bring to a triumphant close with-
out them. In 1557 the great victory of Sz Quentin laid
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France at his feet, while his generals fought Pope Paul IV.,
who, at the head of an Italian alliance, was seeking to restore
the French power in Italy. England was made the scapegoat
of Philip’s successes. In the dead of winter Francis, Duke
of Guise, the best French general, suddenly swooped on
Calais, whose tottering walls and scanty garrison were quite
unprepared to resist a siege. On 6th January goss of Galass,
1558, Calais was stormed, and a few days later 168
the fall of Guisnes completed the loss of the last lands
held in France by the English crown, the last survival of
the glories of the Hundred Years’ War, MeanwhilePaul IV.
and the Italian princes were utterly beaten, and Philip
became master of Italy as much as his father had ever
been. The furious old Pope revenged his defeat at the
hands of Spain by turning savagely on Cardinal Pole, and
depriving him of his position as papal legate, on the ground
of his having once geld views about justification by faith
not unlike those of Luther. By a strange irony, the man
who had devoted his life to the papal cause ended it under
the frown of the Pope.

9. Mary keenly felt the failure of her policy at home and

" abroad. She had lost Calais ; she had made herself hated

by her subjects ; she had burnt the Protestants, and yet she
was on bad terms with the Pope. She was racked by a
mortal malady. More than all she felt her husband’s cold-
ness and cruelty. Yet sad as was her plight, she never
lost her courage. “The queen,” wrote Philip’s p o or sary
ambassddor, “does all she can; her will is and Pole, 170
good, and her heart is stout, but everything sndisth Nov.
else is wrong.” In the autumn of 1558 she

was dying of dropsy. She made her will, leaving what
money she had to the monks and friars, and magnanimously
devoting herlast moments to securing the succession of her
sister. On 17th November she died and was buried, notin
her robes of state, but in the garb of a nun. “ When I am
dead,” she said to one of her ladies, “you shall find Calais
lying upon my heart.” Next day Cardinal Pole followed
her to the grave. Both were pious and well-meaning
enthusiasts, and both died conscious that their life’s work
had been a failure.
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CHAPTERYV.

The Reformation Settlement in England and
Scotland.

1. The daughter of Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn was
Just over five-and-twenty when the death of her sister
haracter of called her to the English throne, in accord-
Queen Ellabeth. ance with her father's will. She was above
the middle height, with strong features, a broad brow, a
great hooked nose, hazel eyes, fair complexion and masses
of light auburn hair. She had a magnificent constitution,
and seemed almost incapable of fatigue, working nearly
as hard as her father at the business of ruling her kingdom,
yet always finding time for the endless frivolities of her
court. She delighted in hunting, was proud of her skill in
dancing, and was never weary of watching plays, masques,
and shows. Nothing pleased her better than going on pro-
gress, visiting the houses of the nobles and gentry, and
making herself popular with all classes. She was as care-
ful as her father in upholding the ceremonial side of her
office, and, like him, she was hearty, kindly, and affable
when she was pleased, but terrible in her anger. With
her father's kingly qualities came also a good deal of his
coarseness and 1nsensibility, She had few scruples, was
utterly regardless of the truth, and sometimes a touch of
ferocity showed that she was Henry’s true daughter. Even
in smaller matters there was little that was womanly about
her. She spoke freely, swore good round oaths, ate and
drank heartily, kissed her friends if she were pleased, and
beat them when she was angry. She was as self-centred
as Henry himself, and if she did her best for her country,
it was only because, with fine Tudor instinct, she could not
separate Its interests from her own. She had, like all
Henry’s children, been carefully educated. Her school-
master, Roger Ascham, tells us that she spoke French and
Italian as well as she talked English, that she was fluent
in Latin, and had a fair knowledge of Greek. She wrote
an exquisite hand, and was a good musician. But she had
more information than culture; and her somewhat practical
education did little to supply her lack of softness, imagina-
tion, and sympathy. She preferred action to reading, and
was almost as much outside the wonderful literary move-
ment that marked the end of her reign, as she was unaffected
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by the deeper religious emotions of her age. She was
at bottom a cold, clear-headed, far-seeing politician, with-
out sentiment or deep feeling, but strong, courageous, and
persistent, and well able by her regal bearing to inspire
enthusiasm to which she herself was a stranger. Yet there
was a lighter and more frivolous side to her nature, which
showed that there was something that she had inherited-
from her mother. Her vanity was colossal, and no flattery
was too gross to be unacceptable to her. As she grew old,
she concealed the ravages of time by paint, false hair, and
gorgeous millinery, setting herself off with many-coloured
dresses of barbaric design, and delighting in wearing
monstrous farthingales, and towering ruffs, “supposing
haply that the eyes of her people (being dazzled by the
glittering aspect of those her outward adornments) would
not so easily discover the marks of age and the decay of
natural beanty.” She was very undecided, especially in
little matters, and in writing and speaking she affected an
obscure style “that she might not write in such phrases as
were commonly used.” But however hard it seemed for her
to make up her mind, she showed rare constancy of purpose
in pursuing for nearly forty-five years the policy that she had
marked out for herself at the beginning of her reign. She
had no near kinsfolk and few real friends, and was too
greedy of power to share it with any one, even with a
husband, so that, though few queens were more faithfully
served, she grew terribly lonely in her old age. She was
excessively mean and parsimonious, knowing that she
could only keep herself independent of her Parliaments by
carefully husbanding her resources. She was shrewd
enough to use her little vanities to conceal the strength of
her purpose and the force of her will. But those have
mucg misread her character who have made Elizabeth a
weak queen, aimlessly swayed by conflicting impulses, and
only kept to high resolves by the unflinching self-sacrifice
of her advisers.

2. Elizabeth had a great admiration for her father, and
her real ambition was to follow as closely as possible in his
footsteps. Like her father, she kept her gyppetns
ministers as long as they were useful, and, as statexmen and
she never changed her policy as Henry did, or cwrter
sent off the exponents of a former phase of feeling to the
block, her statesmen grew grey and died in her service.
Though she was niggardly in assigning rewards or honours
to her most trusted helpers, and utterly unscrupulous
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in making them the scapegoats of her risky or unpopular
acts, she clave to them with strange fidelity. Sir William
willam cectt,  Ceczl/, who had already done good service to
1620-1698. both Edward and Mary, was her Secretary of
State from her accession to 1572, from which date to his
death, in 1598, he acted as Lord Treasurer of England.
He is the typical statesman of her reign, shrewd, cautious,
methodical, and wise, with nothing heroic about him,
but prudently ruling both his own household and the
realm of England, always quietly striving to screw up the
hesitating queen to take up a more defiant and Protestant
policy, but ever faithful to the state and uncorrupted by
gifts, steering the crooked and devious policy of his mis-
tress with admirable dexterity, simplicity, and cheerful-
ness, and receiving no higher reward than the barony of
Burghley, which made him “the poorest lord in England.”
Sir Nicholas His brother-in-law, Si» Nickolas Bacon, “a
Bacon, 1609- {){lain man, direct and constant,” was Lord
1670, eeper of the Great Seal from 1558 to his death
in 1579, without so much as receiving the higher dignity
of the Chancellorship as the reward of his faithful service.
8ir Robert Oeclt, Office went almost by heredity, Sir Robdert
1863-1613. Cectl, Burghley’s second son, becoming Secre-
tary before his father’s death, and taking as prominent a

osition in the queen’s declining years as William Cecil
gad done in an earlier generation. Another chief helper
of Elizabeth was Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary from
Sir Prancls 1573 to his death in 1590, the most reserved yet
Walsingham, dexterous and insinuating of politicians, whose
1836-1090. spies wormed out the secrets of England’s
enemies, and who, for all his unswerving and unscrupulous
devotion, died so poor that he left hardly enough to pay
for his funeral.

Beyond the small circle of plain and unostentatious
workers, stood the great ring of courtiers who amused
Elizabeth’s leisure and glorified her beauty and wisdom.
To this motley crew she showed a liberality never manifested
towards her responsible advisers. Many were mere pleasure-

seekers ; others intrigued against the ministers and upheld -

the King of Spain or hardly concealed their sympathy with
the Catholics, while others, like Zord Robert Dudley, were
Robert Dudley,  OStentatious patrons of extreme Protestantism,
Earlof Leicester, though there was little that was Puritan in
1633-1088. their life or manners. Robert Dudley, younger
son of the wretched Duke of Northumberland, was con-
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sgicuous for his goodly person, showy dress, and skill in
the tactics of a courtier. He was about Elizabeth’s own
age and her greatest friend. She called him her “sweet
Robin,® made him Earl of Leicester, and would have
married him, had she not resolved to live and rule alone.
Though not without ability, he was a worthless fellow, glut-
tonous, cruel, overbearing, and vain, and believed, on sug-
gestive but insufficient evidence, to have murdered his first
wife, Amy Robsart, that he might be free to marry the queen.
Down to his death in 1588, the queen never altogether
lost her affection for him, and marred at least one of her
boldest enterprises by entrusting it to his incompetent hands.

3. The utter failure of the reigns of her brother and sister
could not but convince Elizabeth of the excellence of the
middle way which Henry VIII. had so reso- gy pein ana
utely pursued. Her first great care was to the Via Media
apply it to the settlement of religion. Though Assticana.
she had cheerfully attended Mass uader Mary, she was
known to be disaffected to her sister’s policy, and a swarm
of Protestant exiles, driven away by Mary’s persecution, had
now hurried back to England clamouring for a reformation
more thoroughgoing and complete than even that of Edward
VI. At the same time the ministers and bishops of Mary
were still in power, and any sudden change must at once
excite their hostility. Elizabeth thus stood in a very diffi-
cult position, but she was shrewd enough to steer her way
round the many quicksands and reefs that beset her. She
had no decided personal feelings to warp her judgment.
She had very little religious sentiment, and cared nothing
for the theology of the rival churches, though she loved a
stately worship and reverenced ancient forms. Candles
gleamed and a silver crucifix glittered on her chapel altar,
and until Parliament altered the law, she upheld the Mass
as the legal service of the realm. But she had a strong
English feeling, and strove to rise above the sectional
golicy of the last two reigns, and re-establish religion on a

road national basis, reforming so far as would give some
satisfaction to the reformers, but retaining so much of the
old as would encourage the lovers of old ways.

4. If Elizabeth had been left to herself, she would pro-
bably have brought things back to the state they were in in
1547, or in the first year of Mary’s reign. But The Pacitament ot
a national church with the Mass and the Six 8% .
Articles, but without the Pope, was not at the moment prac-
ticable, - Christendom was hopelessly divided between the
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Roman and anti-Roman camps; and though most plain
Englishmen would have preferred King Henry’s policy,
Elizabeth saw that the papal party could only be fought
with the help of the Protestants, and that their support
was only to be obtained by going back largely to the
system of Edward VI. Finding Convocation opposed to
all change, Elizabeth at once had recourse to the Commons.
In January 1559, her first Parliament met, and despite the
unanimous opposition of the bishops, passed new Acts of
Supremacy and Uniformity.

The Act of Supremacy of 1559 was styled an ‘‘ act restoring to the
Crown the ancient jurisdiction over the state, ecclesiastical and
spiritual, and abolishing all foreign power repugnant
The Act of Bup- o the same.” It renounced the paFal jurisdiction as
remacy 1689. emphatically as the Act of Henry VIII., but it dropped
the title of Supreme Head of the Church, which had proved so
offensive to ecclesiastical sentiment, and described the queen as the
“‘only Supreme Governor of this Realm, as well in all spiritual or
ecclesiastical things or causes as temporal.” The Oathk of Supremacy
imposed by the act was to be taken by all ecclesiastics, all temporal
officers and by all graduates of the universities, and the penalty for
upholding foreign jurisdiction was, on the third offence, the death of
a traitor. A royal proclamation further admonished ‘‘simple men,”
that the queen only claimed such authority ‘‘as anciently belonged to
the crown,” and did not ‘‘challenge power of ministry of divine
service,” i.e. distinctly clerical power.

By the Act of Uniformity of 1559, the Second Prayer Book of

Edward VI. was in substance restored, as the only lawful form of
church service, Several significant alterations were
:;nl‘t;' :ﬁ?’ however made, calculated to disarm resistance, like
'™ the modifications in the Act of Supremacy. The most
important change was the one that ordered that both the forms
employed in the two Prayer Books of Edward VI. in the administra-
tion of the Communion should be amalgamated so that both the
Zwinglian and the traditional views of the Eucharist might seem to be
allowed. An offensive petition in the Litany, praying for deliverance
from the **Bishop of Rome and all his detestable enormities’’ was also
omitted : while the famous Ormaments Rubric was added, enjoinin,
that ‘‘ all ornaments of the Church and of the ministers thereof shal
be retained as were in the Church of Enfland by authority of Parlia-
ment in the second year of Edward VI., until other order shall be
taken by the Queen’s Majesty.”

By other acts of the same Parliaments, the queen'’s title to the crown
was recognised, First Fruits and Tenths restored to the Crown, and
the monascteries, restored by Mary, suppressed. It is significant that no
proposals were at once made to bring back a Protestant system of
doctrine by reviving Edward VI.’s Forty-Two Articles, or that draft code
of Protestant Canon Law, the Reformatio Legum Beclesiasticarum.

5. By these broad measures Elizabeth restored Pro-
testantism in England. But the Elizabethan Settlement,
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though clothed for the most part in the forms of Edward
V1., was inspired by the spirit of Henry VIII., rather than
that of Somerset or Northumberland. Under g, 1 charact
Edward there had been constant changes, of the Risabethan
but no finality. No one knew what would relisions Settls-
go next, and everything seemed unsettled. ™*
Elizabeth now took Edward’s system, and, making
important modifications in it, set up what had been but a
temporary halting-stage, in a time of unending change,
as a final and permanent constitution for the English
Church. Henceforth the queen’s policy was simple. She
had fixed the form of the Church, and had now to enforce
obedience toit. With all its Protestant trappings, it was
the Via Media of Henry VIIL. over again, with a stately
Liturgy, the traditional form of episcopal government, and
the aspiration after continuity with earlier times. But it
was the settlement of a statesman, not of a churchman.
The most religious people in the country were either
Romanists or Calvinists, and disliked it. Such a politic
compromise could inspire little enthusiasm. Neverthe-
less Elizabeth upheld her policy with admirable courage
and consistency. Though not wholly pleasing to her most
active subjects, it interpreted pretty faithfully the wishes of
the inert and easy-going majority, who were well content with
her position. Before Elizabeth died, she had the gratifica-
tion of knowing that her settlement was accepted by the -
great mass of her people, and that the Elizabethan Via
Media had power to excite religious zeal and spiritual
emotion, as real and effective as the extremes which at
one time seemed to attract all enthusiasts to them. And
after her death her spirit lived on, so that the Elizabethan
Settlement, which even the armed Puritanism of the seven-
teenth century could not finally overcome, remained, and
remains, under many changes of government, and many
fluctuations of religious feeling, the ordered form of the
Church of England.

8. The settlement had been steadily opposed by the
clergy, headed by the bishops. It was with difficulty that
Elizabeth had found a prelate willing to crown The cld and the
her, and all the bishops, with one exception, 2w bishops.
refused the Oath of Supremacy, and were deprived of their
sees. In most cases they spent the end of their lives in
prison, like Bishop Bonner, though some escaped to the
Continent, while others were released by the clemency of
the new government. Elizabeth’s course had been made

2F
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easier by the death of Cardinal Pole leaving the see of
Canterbury vacant. In September 1559, she chose as
Archbishop Parker, hiS successor Maltthew Parker, a learned
1059-1575. Cambridge scholar, who had been Dean of
Lincoln under Edward VI., and, when deprived as a
married man under Mary, had preferred to live quietly in
England to escaping to the Continent with the advanced
reformers. He was a grave, wise, and sober man, a great
student of the Fathers, and a lover of the Middle Ages,
a bountiful patron of scholars, and aliberal benefactor of his
university, delighting in collecting old manuscripts, editing
chronicles and writing on the ecclesiastical antiquities of
Britain. Parker, like Elizabeth, looked on things from a
purely English stand-point, and, after the queen, he was at
first almost the only prominent upholder of the middle way.
Down te his death in 1575, he laboured with great energy
and tact in seeing that the Elizabethan Settlement was made
a reality. The queen showed more confidence in him than
in her other prelates, though all his exertions could not pre-
vent her appropriating ecclesiastical property, bullying the
bishops, and generally ruling the Church with almost as
The High Commts- high a hand as Henry himself. In 1559,
slon Gourt, 1859.  Eljzabeth set up a permanent Cowr¢ of Ecclesi-
astical Commission, or High Commission Court, which was
empowered to exercise on her behalf her supremacy over
the Church. Parker was first on the commission, and the
new court gave him and his mistress the means of enforc-
ing the law.

7. At first Parker found l#tle difficulty in dealing with
the avowed friends of the Pope. They were few in number
Parker and the  and destitute of leaders. The main difficulties
Roman Ostholics. he had to face were with the disloyal and
careless who inclined to the old school, and with the
hasty and zealous champions of a more thorough reforma-
tion than Elizabeth had permitted. A mere handful of
Queen Mary’s clergy had followed the example of the
bishops, and given up their livings. The great majority
remained on, reading the Prayer Book instead of the Mass,
but showing in their sluggish fashion no love for new ways,
and a great horror of Protestant heresy. Among the laity,
even avowed Catholics largely conformed and attended the
English services. Parker did what he could to impress his
opinions upon this inert mass. Here time was his greatest
friend, for it replaced the lukewarm by better-educated and
more active friends of the New Faith., The real problem
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was that while the old-fashioned clergy were only passively
hostile, the ardent Protestants were fiercely opposed to
the policy of Elizabeth. ’

8. The chief trouble was with the returned exiles from Germany
and Switzerland. When driven abroad for their devotion to their
faith, they had found but a cold welcome from the stiff
. and pedantic Lutherans, but had been warmly received The Marian
by the great French Protestant, John Calvin, who up aﬁ‘m
to his death in 1564 reigned like a despot over both
Church and State in the free city of Geneva. He had there set up a
model church with clearly-defined and rigid doctrines, that taught tgat
God was a stern just task-master as inexorable as nature, and dealing
out salvation and reprobation in accordance with His predestined
decrees. Side by side with this dogmatic system, which was called
Calvinism, he had .established a system of church-organisation and
discipline as rigid and inexorable as the gospel which he expounded.
Rejecting the office of bishops, he made presbyters all of one order,
though some, the ministers, were set apart to teach and preach, and
others, the elders, simply to bear rule. Individual congregations were
joined together into larger aggregations, and, over each of these, coun-
cils, called synods and presbyteries, held authority. This system was
called Presdyterianism. Calvin's churches worshipped God with the
utmost simplicity, rejecting all forms and ordinances they did not find
in the New Testament. The Church dominated the State as strictly
as the church of Hildebrand or Becket had ruled the kingdoms of
the Middle Ages, and enforced a strict moral discipline over the whole
community, From their profession of purity in life, doctrine, and
worship the English followers of this school were called Puritans.

9. The influence of Calvin convinced the English exiles
that even the system they had accepted under Edward V1.
was far removed from apostolic purity. In wme Troublesof
some of their churches they scrupled to read Fraokturt,1055.
Edward VIL.’s Prayer Book, and the famous dispute known
as the Zroubles of Frankfurt broke their little band into
hostile camps, of which the larger and more energetic was
opposed to the use of the English Liturgy. On their
return Elizabeth gave bishoprics to the leaders of the more
moderate party, such as Join Jewel, made wme puritan
Bishop of Salisbury, and Edmund Grindal, Bishops.
who succeeded Bonner at London. Even these moderate
men were Calvinist in doctrine, and had little love for the
forms and ceremonies that delighted Elizabeth and Parker.
The more extreme section of the exiles re- gugapotn ana
garded the Elizabethan church as little better the Puritans,
than the Roman, and merely gave an unwilling allegiance
to it because they hoped that, as in Edward’s days, fresh



452 The Reformation Settlement [1589-

changes would quickly follow, until the English Church
became just like the Church of Geneva.

It was only from this energetic, high-minded, but narrow
and intolerant band that the English Church could derive
sufficient active teachers and preachers to wage war against
Rome. But they were very unfit agents for carrying out
Elizabeth’s ideas. Their very activity led to incessant
religious controversy. Their scruples made them refuse to .
wear surplices or conform to the ceremonies enjoined by
the Prayer Book. Instead of thinking and teaching as
Elizabeth ordered them, they obstinately insisted on think-
ing for themselves. It was in vain that the queen and her
archbishop tried to reduce their unruly spirits to order.

In the sixteenth century everybody believed that the true
Church must be one, and that all men must be forced to
belong to it. Elizabeth prided herself on her liberality
when she allowed people what she called “liberty of con-
science,” which meant that she permitted them to think as
they liked, as long as they went to church every Sunday
and did not attack the established system. Moreover, no
party would have been content with toleration, each one
wished to dominate. If a few Roman Catholics withdrew
from Elizabeth’s church and held services of their own,
the Puritans did not as yet aspire to follow their example,
being warned by Calvin himself that though the Common
Prayer *“contained much that was antiquated and foolish,”
yet they were bound to accept it and hope for better times.

For the first few years of Elizabeth’s reign the Puritans
had it all their own way. The ceremonies which they hated
The Thirty-ntne  Were seldom enforced, and they so far pre-
Articles, 1568.  vailed in Convocation that that body pressed
for the restoration of King Edward’s Articles. In 1563 these
Aprticles were reduced to thirty-nine in number and care-
fully revised with a view to making them less offensive to
friends of the old faith. Elizabeth did her best to prevent
their acceptance by Parliament, and it was not till 1571
that she allowed the bill which forced the clergy to sub-
scribe to them. Before this period the steady repression of
Puritanism had begun. In 1565 Parker issued a series of
Parker's directions to the clergy called Parker’s Adver-
Adv 1) s, which ordered that the minister in
all parish churches should wear “a comely surplice with
sleeves,” and insisted on a stricter observance of the forms
enjoined by the Act of Uniformity. The Advertisements
did not change but rather relaxed the existing law, and
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Elizabeth with characteristic caution never gave a formal
assent to them. Nevertheless, they were received with a
storm of protest from the Puritan clergy. However, the
ceremonies were rigidly enforced, and in 1566 about thirty
London clergymen were deprived of their benefices for
their obstinate refusal to wear the prescribed vestments.
Persecution embittered the struggle, and before long the
ardent Puritans shifted the ground of their attack. Instead
of simply rejecting vestments and ceremonies, they con-
demned the whole episcopal system and demanded that the
Church of England should be made Presbyterian like the
Church of Geneva. In 1572 Thomas Cartwright, who had
been expelled for his Puritan views from his professorship
of divinity at Cambridge, gave voice to this opinion. He
took up and defended a book called A7 Ad- 4, aamonition
montlion to Parliament, written by two of his' to the Pariia-
friends, and supplemented it by a Second wment, 1073
Admonition, in which he denounced the Prayer Book as
‘“an unperfect book, picked out of that popish dung-hill the
Mass Book,” and declared that the episcopal system was
¢ Anti-Christian and devilish and contraryto the Scriptures.”
10. Parker died in 1575, and Edmund Grindal his suc-
cessor was friendly to the moderate Puritans. He soon
came into conflict with the queen by refusing , enpsnop
to put down clerical meetings for the dis- arindal,
cussion of the Scriptures called Progiesyings, 1676-108.
The Puritans approved of these assemblies as “a notable
spur unto all the ministers to apply to their books, which
otherwise would give themselves to hawking, hunting,
cards, tippling at the ale-house, and other such-like
vanities.” Elizabeth, however, hated these e prophesy-
discussions as leading to divisions and dis- ings suppressea.
orders, and peremptorily ordered the archbishop to stop
them. On Grindal’s refusing, he was suspended from his
functions, and died in 1583 in disgrace.
- 11. Elizabeth chose as her next archbishop Jokn Whit-
£gift, an old rival of Cartwright’s at Cambridge, who, though
a zealous Calvinist, strenuously upheld the . punep
ceremonies, and through the High Commis- wnitgis,
sion Court dealt with the Puritans with great 1083-1604.
severity. He defeated the attempt of Cartwright to super-
impose the Genevan system on the English ., yartin
Church, and was fiercely attacked by the Marprelate
Puritans in what are called the Martin Mar- Tracts 1088
prelate Tracts,in which the episcopal system was denounced
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with extraordinary violence. In 1593 Jokn Penry, a fana-
tical Welshman, who was convicted of having a large share
Death of Penry, iD Writing these tracts, was executed for libel
1098. and forinciting rebellion. Penry was an honest
enthusiast who made a noble end. A popular rime
showed the bitterness of the conservative North against
his teaching :
*The Welshman is hanged
‘Who at our kirk flanged,
And at her state banged ;
And burnt are his books ;
And though he be hanged,
Yet he is not wranged ;
The deil has him fanged [taken]
In his crooked clooks.” [claws]

12, Despite persecution, the mass of the Puritans re-
mained discontented conformists, or became what were
called Nonconformists, that is, they found devices for
remaining in the Church without conforming to the cere-
monies, still believing that Presbyterianism

The Brownl™  was the better way. A few of the bolder
of  spirits broke from the Church altogether,
Protestant and learnt from their leader, Robert Brown,

diasent. a distant kinsman of the Cecils, that the

“kingdom of God was not to be begun by whole parishes,
but rather by the worthiest, be they never so few,” and
that “the people of every parish ought to choose their
bishop, and that the precise who refuse the ceremonies and
yet preach in the Church strain at a gnat and swallow a
camel, and are hypocrites like Master Cartwright” They
set up particular congregations of their own and maintained
that each of these was a separate self-governing Christian
church. They denounced all national organisation of re-
ligion, and said that the magistrates ought to have no
concern with the Church. They were the first Profestant
Dissenters, and gradually got the name of [ndependents,
because of their theory that each congregation should form
a church by itself. They were also called Browmists
from their first leader, and Secfaries or Separatists, because
they formed distinct sects, which openly separated from
the communion of the Church. But they were very few
and were bitterly persecuted. Even harder was the lot of
the Anabaptists, mainly fugitives from the Continent, who
took their name from their belief that those christened as
infants ought to be baptized over again as adults. These
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were the Protestant extremists, and were disliked, not only
for their religious, but also for their civil and social
doctrines which led to Socialism. Several Anabaptists
were burnt as heretics during this reign. Parliament,
though sympathising with the moderate Puritans, emphati-
cally showed its dislike of the Separatists by passing, in

1593, an act which punished with banishment and death -

“frequenters of conventicles and seditious sectaries.”

13. The faint beginnings of Independency and the con-
tinued discontent of the Puritans within the Church showed
that a united Protestantism was an impos- peginnings of
sible dream. Before the end of Elizabeth’s Anglican theology.
reign, a new school of divines had grown up, whose teach-
ing tended to draw a deeper line between Hooker's Eoclesias-
Churchmen and Puritans. The greatest of tieal Polity, 1683.
these was Risckard Hooker, Master of the Temple, who
published in 1593 his famous book on the Laws of
Ecclesiastical Polily, in which, in stately and noble prose,
he deféended the Church-system against the Puritans, by
showing that practices sanctioned by long use, and beauti-
ful and seemly in themselves, were not to be rejected
because they were not directly enjoined in the Scriptures,
since the law of God was to be sought, not only in the pre-
cepts of the Bible, but also in the natural laws of heaven and
earth. Before long, some went further than Hooker, and
taught that a church without bishops was no church at
all. The policy of Elizabeth had triumphed, though at
great cost. The great mass of the population was heartily
attached to her Church. Yet, with all their narrowness,
the Puritans, whom she persecuted, were among the
staunchest and most upright of her subjects, and their ex-
pulsion deprived the Church of much that was strong and
high-minded. However, the strife between Elizabeth and the
Puritans was no mere contest about names and forms, but
involved the whole question of the future of the Church.
It was only through the strenuous and often violent war-
fare, which Elizabeth and her bishops waged against the
Puritans, that the Church of England remained different
from the Church of Geneva. '

14. While Elizabeth thus successfully combated
Genevan ideals in England, the violent outbreak of the
long-deferred Reformation of Scotland testi- g,.uuings of the
fied to the full force of Calvin’s influence. Reformation in
Since the little Queen Mary had been sent to Beotland.
France for her education, her mother, Mary of Guise, the

A;_‘J
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sister of the conqueror of Calais, Duke Francis of Guise,
had striven to uphold a French and Catholic policy in
Scotland, where the inordinate wealth of the bishops and
abbots powerfully attracted the cupidity of a poor and
unscrupulous nobility, while the Church, with its care-
lessness and corruption, had utterly lost hold over the
" people. Mary of Guise kept back the reforming tide for
many years, but the only result of her careful policy was
to make the inevitable flood more overwhelming and
destructive. In the evil days that followed the capture
of St. Andrews, and the battle of Pinkie, the first
leaders of Scottish Protestantisn;l had sought refuge ;3
Characte England. Among them was a priest nam

hlhryo;;::n.m’ Jokn Knoz, the son of a poor burgher of
Enox, 1600-1872.  Haddington, who, when more than forty years
of age, had thrown in his lot with the reformers, and
joined the murderers of Beaton at St. Andrews, glorifying
their “godly act,” though he had had no part in it. In
his fervid sermons he taught the defenders of the castle,
that “the Pope was Anti-Christ, the Mass an abominable
idolatry, and that there was no Purgatory.” When the
French took the castle, he was sent as a galley-slave to
France, whénce he escaped to England in 1549. There he
became a popular preacher of extreme Protestantism, and
one of King Edward’s chaplains, refusing a bishopric, and
drawing up, as was believed, the Black Rubric of Edward’s
Second Prayer Book, which explains that kneeling at
the Communion involves no adoration of the elements.
On Edward’s death he fled to Geneva, where he became
an ardent disciple of Calvin, and thence went to Frank-
furt as minister of the English exiles in that city. His
refusal to read Edward’s Prayer Book led to the troubles
that split in twain the exiled congregation. Indignant at
the persecution which the two Marys were dealing out to
the Protestants of England and Scotland, he wrote a wild
denunciation of all female rule, in his Blas? of the Trumpet
against the Monstyous Regiment of Women. On Mary’s
death he sought to return to England, but Elizabeth
stopped the way, and Knox lamented that his * Blast
hath blown from me all my friends in England.” In 1559
he boldly returned to Scotland, where Rome was still
ascendant. From that moment, until his death in 1572, he
devoted all his masterful energy and unconquerable will
to the establishment of a Genevan reformation in Scotland.
Stern, hard and rigid, a cruel bigot, and a fierce reckless
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partisan, he redeemed his narrower qualities by his high-
souled unselfishness, his absolute straightforwardness, and
his utter fearlessness. He was the only great man among
all the reformers that spoke the English tongue. He stamped
the deep impress of his character on all future history of
the Scottish people, who rightly admire him as the chief
creator of Modern Scotland, He brought with him the
last and the greatest fruit of the close connection between
Scotland and France, when he set up in his native land the
complete and logical structure of French Protestantism.
But he was the first Scot to see that the Reformation had
ended the old alliance of Scotland and France, and the
first Scot.to welcome a close union with the English, as the
only means of securing the reforming cause in his own
country. His policy triumphed when, at Elizabeth’s death,
the union of the English and Scottish crowns, which Henry
VIIIL had thought impossible, was peacefully accomplished,
and it triumphed even more signally, when in the next
century the Puritans of England, with Scottish help, almost
succeeded in destroying Elizabeth’s Reformation Settlement
and in uniting the two churches, as well as the two states.

15. About the time of Knox’s return, the Scots nobles
.bad formed a league against the bishops. Under the
leadership of the Lords of the Congregation— gy, yords of the
this was the name given to them—the Scots congregation and
people exhausted their pent-up fury against Maryof Guis,
the old Church. The Mass was put down;
churches and monasteries were burnt to the ground, and
the lands of the Church appropriated by the victorious
nobles. Mary of Guise, though broken in health and
spirits, struggled hard against the rebels, and, obtaining
help from France, she soon made such a brave show, that
the Lords of the Congregation were forced to appeal to
Elizabeth for assistance.

The English queen was in-a difficulty. She hated rebels,
and believed that any ruler had the right to make his
subjects worship in his own way. Moreover, Eiizabsth helps the
she detested the author of the Blast against Boots, 1660,
the Regiment of Women, and feared lest the establishment
of Calvinism m Scotland might unduly encourage her
English Puritans. But there was an obvious political
advantage in detaching the Scots from France and the
Papacy, and her ministers, stronger Protestants than
she was herself, did not fail to press this on her.
At last her interests got the better of her principles, and
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early in 1560 she sent a fleet to Scotland, though she still
professed to look with disfavour on the Scots rebels. The
English joined hands with the Lords of the Congregation,
shut up the French in Leith, and straitly besieged it.
The death of Mary 111 June the heroic regent died ; and with her
of Guise, and the  perished the best hopes of the French and
oty cfBdia- - Catholic cause in Scotland. Next month the

defenders of Leith signed the Zreaty of Edin-
burgh, by which both the English and the French troops
were to quit Scotland.

16. The Scottish Protestants profited by the absence
of settled government to complete the work of reformation.
In August 1560, the Scottish Parliament met, and at once
Establishment of abolished the power of the Pope, and im-
Presbyterianism in posed the penalty of death on all who for a
Bootland, 1560 third time celebrated or attended “ the idolatry
of the Mass.” It accepted a body of Calvinistic doc-
trine whfch Knox had rapidly drawn up, and empowered
him to draw up a scheme for discipkine and Church organ-
isation. The result was Knox’s First Book of Discipline,
which set up the Presbyterian system with its parity of all
ministers, and its rigid system of councils and synods, cul-
minating in the General Assembly of the whole church in a
single representative ecclesiastical Parliament, which soon
reduced all Scotland to dependence on the Kirk. He
also brought in the bare and austere worship of Geneva.
The nobles rejected Knox’s further scheme for devoting all
the ancient ecclesiastical revenues to the maintenance of
the new ministers, the relief of the poor, and the setting up
a system of parish schools, that the whole population
might be taught God’s Word. The Protestant lords kept
a tight hold of the monastery lands which they had seized,
and even insisted on keeping up nominal bishops, who
might continue as the formal possessors of those Church
lands which they were not strong enough to seize outright.
They let Knox do what he liked in regard to doctrine and
discipline ; but he found it hard to secure for his new
clergy a bare subsistence from Zezmds or tithes. All his
other proposals were carried out. Though the absent Queen
Mary vouchsafed no assent either to the Treaty of Edin-
burgh or to the acts of the reforming Parliament, no heed
was paid to her action. Scotland had become for all
practical purposes a Calvinistic Republic.

17. Thus was the Scottish Reformation accomplished in
these very years in which the English Reformation assumed
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its final form. Never were two movements more strongl

contrasted. The greediness of hthe nobles for Churc

lands is almost the only feature that is com- g, ...

mon to them. In England the Reformation tne mu:.n“n:nn
had been carried out by a despotic sovereign, Beottish

and was political, hesitating, compromising,
half-hearted, and imposed on a reluctant and indifferent
nation by royal authority. But, being the work of the
state, it became a national movement, so moderately and
judiciously conducted as to keep the reformed church
in touch with the best traditions of the ancient ecclesi-
astical system. Like most English revolutions, it was
carried out piecemeal and slowly, with the result that
the old and the new ran so imperceptibly into each other
that it was hard to say where began the break of con-
tinuity, if there were a break at all. In Scotland the
Reformation came as a revolution imposed on a reluctant
sovereign by rebel nobles and fiery ministers. The
Reformers prided themselves on digging a deep trench
of separation between their own perfect system and “the
blind old days of Papistry.,” Every vestige of the past was
swept away. The fate of the ruined abbeys of England
was meted out to nearly every great church in Scotland,
and every wave of religious enthusiasm was marked by the
destruction of some ancient shrine by ‘“the rascal multi-
tude,” which thought thus to carry out the teaching of Knox
himpself. The Scots Reformation was systematic, logical,
thoroughgoing, and destructive. In time it became a
movement even more intensely national than its English
parallel. But the modern Scots nation was itself the
creation of the Reformation, while the English nation
shaped the course of the English movement to its own
likeness. Yet different as were the two events, common
Protestantism soon brought the two nations together, and
the Great Britain of modern times must honour Knox and
his companions, as well as Henry VIII. and his great
daughter, among its founders.

18. While Knox and the Congregation were utterly
destroying the ancient Scotland, its young queen grew up
to womanhood as a Catholic and a French-
woman. She had been carefully brought up, Sany sistors et
among the royal children of France, and MaryQueenot
knew Latin, Greek and Italian, though she Scgts 1843-
was studiously kept from any knowledge of
the English tongue either in its northern or southern form.

Reformation.
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She was well instructed in poetry and literature, and sang
well, accompanying herself on the lute. Her famous
beauty consisted, not so much in any exceptional regularity
of features, as in the extraordinary brilliancy of her colour
and the exquisite grace and charm of her manner.
She was tall and well made, was as strong as a man and
enjoyed perfect health. Her brow was broad and ample,
her chin sci:lare and fully developed ; her eyelids were
heavy, and her lips were commonly closely compressed ;
her hair was of that shade of brown which ripples like gold in
the sun, and her hazel eyes were clear and bright. Though
brought up amid the luxury and corruption of the Valois
Court, her personal habits were of the simplest. She
delighted in hunting, hawking, and in open-air life ; and
wished that she was a man “to know what life it was to lie
all night in the field, or to walk on the causeway with a
buckler and broadsword.” Yet at times she would lounge
idly in bed all day, only rising at night for a ball or a revel.
Naturally hot-tempered and outspoken, she learnt to dis-
cipline her emotions to obey her strong will, so that, save
in the one supreme crisis of her life, she hardly allowed
herself to be dominated by her passions. “She seemeth,”
wrote an observant opponent, “to regard no ceremonious
honour besides the acknowledgment of her estate royal.
She showeth a disposition to speak much, to be bold, to be
pleasant, to be very familiar. She showeth a great desire
to be revenged on her enemies, and readiness to expose
herself to all perils in hope of victory. She desireth much
to hear of hardiness and valiancy, commending by name
all approved hardy men, although they be her enemies.
The thing she most thirsteth after is victory, so that for
victory’s sake pain and fperil seem pleasant to her. Surely
she is a rare woman ; for as no flattery can lightly abuse
her, so no plain speech seemeth to offend her.” It is
the fashion to contrast the graceful, beautiful, passionate
Queen of Scots with the astute, cold, cruel Elizabeth.
But, in truth, there were more points of comparison
than contrast between their real dispositions. Mary
was as hard, as unscrupulous, and as cruel as her great
rival. As with Elizabeth, ambition and love of power were
her great motive forces. Both allowed caprice and wilful-
ness to impair the results of their wonted tact and caution,
though in this respect the deeper, more womanly nature of
Mary, brought up in a more tropical and unhealthy atmo-
sphere and exposed to worse difficulties and more real
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temptations, was less controlled by the dictates of her policy,
and she never worked so hard, or showed such persistent
tact, as Elizabeth. Neither did she ever identify herself
with her people as did the English queen. Like Elizabeth,
Mary was born the leader of a religious party, and yet
few women of the time, except Elizabeth, had less real
religious feeling. But Mary, though driven, more than
once, to open dissembling, was unswervingly faithful to
the Catholic cause, upholding the traditional faith as
a good soldier maintains against the enemy a strong
position entrusted to his charge. As a mere girl, she
struggled hard to obtain ascendency over her wretched
husband, Francis 11.,that through him she and her mother’s
kinsfolk might rule France. Driven from her early home
by his death, she heroically strove to undo the work of the
Reformation in Scotland, and sacrificed her domestic hap-
piness to the prospect of leading the Romanists of England.
In her efforts to carry out these impossible tasks, she knew
how to win loyal and enthusiastic support, and incurred
many bitter and unscrupulous enmities. The real Mary
Stuart is neither the suffering saint of her worshippers, nor
the graceful tigress of her foes, but a strong, vigorous,
hard-hearted though very human figure, well capable of
exciting admiration, though undeserving of the deep affec-
tion and sympathy she was able, like others of her self-
willed, ill-fated race, to inspire. With her return to Scotland
in 1561 began the personal contest between her and
Elizabeth, that was only finally determined by her death
twenty-six years later.

CHAPTER VLI

The Counter-Reformation and the Rivalry of
Elizabeth and Mary Stewart. 1559-1587.

1. The general war was already languishing when Eliza-
beth came to the throne, and in April 15 59 peace was made
at Le Cateau Cambresis, near Cambrai, by  mearyorze
which Spain obtained the absolute mastery osteau Cam-
in Italy and vouchsafed some compensation  bresis,10ss.
to the beaten French by leaving Calais in their hands, so
that England had to pay the price of the Spanish victorics.
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The conclusion of the treaty of Le Cateau is one of the
great turning points in European history. It marks-the
end of the long struggle for Italy, which had begun in 1494.
Henceforth Italy remained a submissive dependency of
Spain and ceased to have a history of its own. It alsoended
the long rivalry between Charles V. and France by secur-
ing the triumph of Charles’s son, without much regard for
its bearing on the European balance of power. The epoch-
making character of the period was increased by the strange
series of fatalities that beset the leading actors in the
European drama, and left their places to be filled by a
newer and younger generation. Soon after the death of
Mary of England, Charles V. died in retirement in Spain.
Henry II. of France was accidentally slain at a tourna-
ment given to celebrate the peace, and the fiery Paul
IV. also perished before the end of the year. Philip /1.,
freed from his father’s control, became absolute master of
Spain, the Indies, the Netherlands, and Italy, while the
South German possessions of the house of Austria, along
with the newly won thrones of Hungary and Bohemia, con-
stituted the hereditary possessions of his uncle, who now
became the Emperor Ferdinand I. Despite the division
of Charles’s inheritance into two, Philip still remained by
far the strongest monarch of Europe, and the senior and
junior branches of the Hapsburg house remained on friendly
terms, through fear of the French. France, however, was
in a state of rapid decline. After Henry I1.’s death his
three sons, Franc:s 17, (1559-1560), Charles 1X. (1560-1574),
and Henry 117, (1574-1589), successively became its kings,
but they were feeble and worthless, and quite unable to
continue the strong policy of their father and grandfather,
either at home or abroad.

2. The Treaty of Le Cateau is even more important in
the history of religion than in the history of politics.
During the course of the war, the relations between
Lutherans and Catholics in Germany had been settled by
the Religious Peace of 1555, and Luthcranism had ceased
to be active. But through all these years, Protestantism,
in its Calvinistic form, had been spreading so rapidly
in Middle Europe, that the frightened Spanish and
French Courts made the necessity of the Catholic powers
State of Proteat- Uniting to put down heresy a main motive
satimin1659.  for concluding peace. Philip II. was proud
of his position as the great champion of the Catholic
cause, but he saw with dismay that the Netherlands
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were honeycombed with Calvinism, and set to work
with brutal thoroughness to root out the plague. In
France, the nobles of the south, whose feuda? ambitions
had been severely checked by Francis I., were now again
aiming at a revival of their disorderly freedom, and made
common cause with the Calvinists, even when they did not
become Protestants themselves. An organised Calvin-
istic party, balf-religious, half-political, strove to make
itself supreme in France, much as the Congregation and
Knox had successfully striven to break down Rome
and the Monarchy in Scotland. It was no time for the
Catholic powers to fight out their ancient quarrels, when
the unity of their dominions, no less than the supremacy
of bteheir faith, was threatened by determined and fanatical
rebels. .

Side by side with the growth of Calvinism, the forces of
Catl:nolicisn:1 t!'evi“/ied. CThe {irst ptl'aaching of Luther and
Zwingle had found the Catholic world corrupt, ginnings
lax, indifferent, and divided. A few years m::m-xu::-
later, a great religious revival broke out in mstien.

Spain and Italy, which enabled the Catholics of the south
to answer the zeal of the Protestants of the north with
a zeal as great as theirown. The enthusiasm for medizval
religion, that had remained a living force in Spain, was
stirred up to greater heights, and spread to Italy, where
it stifled the spirit of the Renascence, already worn out
and corrupt. Within a generation a wondrous change
came over the Papacy, and the Roman Catholic Church;
and by the time of the treaty of Le Cateau, the Cousnier-
Reformation, or the Catholic Reaction, was in full career.
The Papacy had reformed itself. Instead of the political
or artistic or merely self-seeking Popes of the days of
the Renascence, the Popes of the Counter-Reformation
were as austere, as religious, and as enthusiastic as Calvin
himself. With no further chance of playing a great part
in politics, they resumed their ancient ambition ofr directing
the faith of the West, and strove with all their might to
win back the world from Protestantism. New religious
orders were set up to preach Catholicism to the heathen,
the heretic or the indifferent. The most important of these
was the Order of Jesus, established in 1540 by Ignatius
Loyola, an enthusiastic Spanish gentleman, Establishment of
who, being cut off from the career of arms by the Jesits, 104.
a wound that he received when fighting the French, threw
his chivalrous ardour into the service of the faith, and
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founded a new type of religious order, in which the most
intense religious zeal was to be turned, by an iron system
of military discipline, to winning souls to the Church. The
Jesuits took the threefold monastic vow, along with a
special vow of obedience to the Pope. They rejected the
seclusion from the world, and the nigid routine of external
observances that had absorbed the older orders, and set
themselves to converting the-world by living in it, and in-
fluencing it as profoundly as they could. Their influence
soon spread like wildfire from their first homes in Spain
and Italy. They became the most successful of mission-
aries in America, in China, and the Indies. They started
a new system of education, by which they sought to win
back the younger generation from Protestantism to the
Church. They became preachers to the people and con-
fessors to the kings. Wherever they went, their devotion,
their disciplined zeal, their self-sacrifice, their pliancy, and
their hard work gained them ardent followers. They were
the most effective instruments of the Counter-Reformation.
But for those whom no argument would reach, there still
Revival of the  remained the revived and reorganised Jngussi-
Inquisition, tion, which sought out and tried heretics, and
delivered them over to the state to be burnt. The worst
practical abuses of the Church were put an end to by the
The Gouncit of  Council of Trent, which held its final sessions
Trent, 1045-1863. i 1563 ; and which defined and explained
the doctrine, and improved the discipline of the Church,
while drawing a deep dividing line that separated it defini-
tively from all forms of Protestantism. Its work completed
the reorganisation of the Roman Church, which the preach-
ing of Loyola had begun. Its effect was to divide Europe
into two hostile religious camps, well prepared for combat.
When the treaty of 1559 ended political warfare, religious
warfare took its place.

From the treaty of Le Cateau to nearly the end of the
sixteenth century, the ancient struggles for the balance of
power seemed almost suspended in favour of

The struggle of . r. . .
Jesuit and the fierce conflict of Jesuitism and Calvinism
Oalvinist, in every country in Middle Europe. Philip

of Spain was soon waging religious war against the
revolted Netherlanders : and in France the Calvinists rose
in constant rebellion. National feeling seemed for the time
extinct, and all over Europe Catholics looked to Philip as
their natural leader in the war against heresy, and never
found his help denjed. Protestants had no similar leader,
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and it was a constant source of embarrassment to Elizabeth
that they called upon her to act as their champion. So
strong was the force of circumstances, that, however
unwillingly, and however much she might protest, she
drifted into the position of the leader of European Pro-
testantism, But there was a still further difficulty that
beset her path. The old national animosities were too
strong to die down altogether, and, despite their desire to
make common cause against heresy, Frenchman and
Spaniard still watched each other with suspicion. This
was so far the salvation of England, that it made impro-
bable the combination of the Catholic powers against her,
but it necessitated a careful attention to the political as
well as to the religious balance of Europe. Before all
these embarrassments, Elizabeth found refuge in a policy
of hesitation and mediation, that was seldom heroic, and
never straightforward. But it kept England as free as
ossible from the intrigues of the Continent: it preserved
ﬁer from invasion, and, after many dangers, ended by
securing the 