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Our modern idioms, with all their straining after the abstract,
are but primitive man’s mental tools adapted to the require-
ments of civilized life, and they often retain traces of the

form and shape which the neolithic worker’s chipping and
polishing gave them.



PREFACE

Towarbps the close of the seventies I began to collect
Welsh folklore. 1 did so partly because others had
set the example elsewhere, and partly in order to see
whether Wales could boast of any story-tellers of the
kind that delight the readers of Campbell’'s Popular
Tales of the West Highlands. 1 soon found what
I was not wholly unprepared for, that as a rule I
could not get a single story of any length from the
mouths of any of my fellow countrymen, but a consider-
able number of bits of stories. In some instances these
were so scrappy that it took me years to discover how
to fit them into their proper context; but, speaking
generally, I may say, that, as the materials, such as
they were, accumulated, my initial difficulties dis-
appeared. 1 was, however, always a little afraid of
refreshing my memory with the legends of other lands
lest I should read into those of my own, ideas possibly
foreign to them. While one is busy collecting, it is
safest probably not to be too much engaged in com-
parison : when the work of collecting is done that of
comparing may begin. But after all I have not attempted
to proceed very far in that direction, only just far
enough to find elucidation here and there for the
meaning of items of folklore brought under my notice.
To have gone further would have involved mie in
excursions hopelessly beyond the limits of my under-
taking, for comparative folklore has lately assumed
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such dimensions, that it seems best to leave it to
those who make it their special study.

It is a cause of genuine regret to me that I did not
commence my inquiries earlier, when I had more
opportunities of pursuing them, especially when I was
a village schoolmaster in Anglesey and could have
done the folklore of that island thoroughly; but my
education, such as it was, had been of a nature to
discourage all interest in anything that savoured of
heathen lore and superstition. Nor is that all, for the
schoolmasters of my early days took very little trouble
to teach their pupils to keep their eyes open or take
notice of what they heard around them; so I grew
up without having acquired the habit of observing
anything, except the Sabbath. It is to be hoped that
the younger generation of schoolmasters trained under
more auspicious circumstances, when the baleful
influence of Robert Lowe has given way to a more
enlightened system of public instruction, will do better,
and succeed in fostering in their pupils habits of
observation. At all events there is plenty of work still
left to be done by careful observers and skilful inquirers,
as will be seen from the geographical list showing
approximately the provenance of the more important
contributions to the Kymric folklore in this collection :
the counties will be found to figure very unequally.
Thus the anglicizing districts have helped me very
little, while the more Welsh county of Carnarvon
easily takes the lead; but I am inclined to regard the
anomalous features of that list as in a great measure
due to accident. In other words, some neighbourhoods
have been luckier than others in having produced or
attracted men who paid attention to local folklore;
and if other counties were to be worked equally with
Carnarvonshire, some of them would probably be found



PREFACE ix

not much less rich in their yield. The anglicizing
counties in particular are apt to be disregarded both
from the Welsh and the English points of view, in
folklore just as in some other things; and in this
connexion I cannot help mentioning the premature
death of the Rev. Elias Owen as a loss which Welsh
folklorists will not soon cease to regret.

My information has been obtained partly viva voce,
partly by letter. In the case of the stories written
down for me in Welsh, I may mention that in some
instances the language is far from good; but it has not
been thought expedient to alter it in any way, beyond
introducing some consistency into the spelling. In the
case of the longest specimen of the written stories,
Mr. J. C. Hughes’ Curse of Pantannas, it is worthy of
notice in passing, that the rendering of it into English
was followed by a version in blank verse by Sir Lewis
Morris, who published it in his Songs of Britain. With
regard to the work generally, my original intention was
to publish the materials, obtained in the way described,
with such stories already in print as might be deemed
necessary by way of setting for them; and to let any
theories or deductions in which I might be disposed to
indulge follow later. In this way the first six chapters
and portions of some of the others appeared from time
to time in the publications of the Honourable Society of
Cymmrodorion and in those of the Folk-Lore Society.
This would have allowed me to divide the present work
into the two well marked sections of materials and
deductions. But, when the earlier part came to be
edited, I found that I had a good deal of fresh material
at my disposal, so that the chapters in question had
in some instances to be considerably lengthened and in
some others modified in other ways. Then as to the
deductive half of the ‘work, it may be mentioned that
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certain portions of the folklore, though ever apt to repeat
themselves, were found when closely scrutinized to show
serious lacunz, which had to be filled in the course
of the reasoning suggested by the materials in hand.
Thus the idea of the whole consisting of two distinctly
defined sections had to be given up or else allowed to
wait till I should find time to recast it. But I could
no more look forward to any such time than to the
eventual possibility of escaping minor inconsistencies by
quietly stepping through the looking-glass and beginning
my work with the index instead of resting content to
make it in the old-fashioned way at the end. There
was, however, a third course, which is only mentioned to
be rejected, and that was to abstain from all further
publication ; but what reader of books has ever known
any of his authors to adopt that!

To crown these indiscretions I have to confess that
even when most of what I may call the raw material
had been brought together, I had no clear idea what
I was going to do with it; but I had a hazy notion,
that, as in the case of an inveterate talker whose stream
of words is only made the more boisterous by obstruc-
tion, once I sat down to write I should find reasons and
arguments flowing in. It may seem as though I had
been secretly conjuring with Vergil's words wiresque
adgquirtt eundo. Nothing so deliberate: the world in
which I live swarms with busybodies dying to organize
everybody and everything, and my instinctive opposition
to all that order of tyranny makes me inclined to
cherish a somewhat wild sort of free will. Still the
cursory reader would be wrong to take for granted
that there is no method in my madness: should he
take the trouble to look for it, he would find that it has
a certain unity of purpose, which has been worked out
in the later chapters; but to spare him that trouble
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I venture to become my own expositor and to append
the following summary :—

The materials crowded into the earlier chapters mark
out the stories connected with the fairies, whether of
the lakes or of the dry land, as the richest lode to
be exploited in the mine of Celtic folklore. That work
is attempted in the later chapters; and the analysis of
what may briefly be described as the fairy lore given in
the earlier ones carries with it the means of forcing the
conviction, that the complex group of ideas identified
with the little people is of more origins than one; In
other words, that it is drawn partly from history and
fact, and partly from the world of imagination and myth.
The latter element proves on examination to be insepa-
rably connected with certain ancient beliefs in divinities
and demons associated, for instance,with lakes, rivers,and
floods. Accordingly, this aspect of fairy lore has been
dealt with in chapters vi and vii: the former is devoted
largely to the materials themselves, while the latter
brings the argument to a conclusion as to the intimate
connexion of the fairies with the water-world. Then
comes the turn of the other kind of origin to be discussed,
namely, that which postulates the historical existence of
the fairies as a real race on which have been lavishly
superinduced various impossible attributes. This opens
up a considerable vista into the early ethnology of these
islands, and it involves a variety of questions bearing
on the fortunes here of other races. In the series
which suggests itself the fairies come first as the oldest
and lowest people: then comes that which I venture
to call Pictish, possessed of a higher civilization and of
warlike instincts. Next come the earlier Celts of the
Goidelic branch, the traces, linguistic and other, of
whose presence in Wales have demanded repeated
notice ; and last of all come the other Celts, the linguistic
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ancestors of the Welsh and all the other speakers of
Brythonic. The development of these’ theses, as far
as folklore supplies materials, occupies practically the
remaining five chapters. Among the subsidiary ques-
tions raised may be instanced those of magic and
the origin of druidism; not to mention a neglected
aspect of the Arthurian legend, the intimate association
of the Arthur of Welsh folklore and tradition with
Snowdon, and Arthur’s attitude towards the Goidelic
population in his time.

Lastly, I have the pleasant duty of thanking all
those who have helped me, whether by word of
.mouth or by letter, whether by reference to already
printed materials or by assistance in any other way:
the names of many of them will be found recorded
in their proper places. As a rule my inquiries met
with prompt replies, and I am not aware that any diffi-
culties were purposely thrown in my way. Neverthe-
less I have had difficulties in abundance to encounter,
such as the natural shyness of some of those whom
I wished to examine on the subject of their recollec-
tions, and above all the unavoidable difficulty of cross-
questioning those whose information reached me by
post. For the precise value of any evidence bearing
on Celtic folklore is almost impossible to ascertain,
unless it can be made the subject of cross-examination.
This arises from the fact that we Celts have a knack
of thinking ourselves in complete accord with what we
fancy to be in the inquirer’s mind, so that we are quite
capable of misleading him in perfect good faith. A
most apposite instance, deserving of being placed on
record, came under my notice many years ago. In the
summer of 1868 I spent several months in Paris, where
I met the historian Henri Martin more than once. On
being introduced to him he reminded me that he had
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visited South Wales not long before, and that he
had been delighted to find the peasantry there still
believing in the transmigration of souls. I expressed
my surprise, and remarked that he must be joking.
Nothing of the kind, he assured me, as he had questioned
them himself: the fact admitted of no doubt. I expressed
further surprise, but as I perceived that he was proud
of the result of his friendly encounters with my country-
men I never ventured to return to the subject, though
I always wondered what in the world it could mean.
A few years ago, however, I happened to converse
with one of the most charming and accomplished of
Welsh ladies, when she chanced to mention Henri
Martin’s advent: it turned out that he had visited
Dr. Charles Williams, then the Principal of Jesus
College, and that Dr. Williams introduced him to
his friends in South Wales. So M. Martin arrived
among the hospitable friends of the lady talking to me,
who had in fact to act as his interpreter: I never
understood that he could talk much English or any
Welsh. Now I have no doubt that M. Martin, with
his fixed ideas about the druids and their teaching,
propounded palpably leading questions for the Welsh
people whom he wished to examine. His fascinating
interpreter put them into terse Welsh, and the whole
thing was done. I could almost venture to write out
the dialogue, which gave back to the great French-
man his own exact notions from the lips of simple
peasants in that subtle non-Aryan syntax, which no
Welsh barrister has ever been able to explain to the
satisfaction of a bewildered English judge trying to
administer justice among a people whom he cannot
wholly comprehend.

This will serve to illustrate one of the difficulties
with which the '‘collector- of folklore in Wales has
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to cope. I have done my best to reduce the possible
extent of the error to which it might give rise; and
it is only fair to say that those whom I plagued with
my questionings bore the tedium of it with patience,
and that to them my thanks are due in a special degree.
Neither they, however, nor I, could reasonably complain,
if we found other folklorists examining other witnesses
on points which had already occupied us; for in such
matters one may say with confidence, that 2z the multi-
tude of counsellors there is safety.

JOHN RHYS.

Jesus CoLLEGE, OXFORD,
Christinas, 1900,
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WE are too hasty when we set down our ancestors in the gross for fools,
for the monstrous inconsistencies (as they seem to us) involved in their
creed of witcheraft. In the relations of this visible world we find them to
have been as rational, and shrewd to detect an historic anomaly, as our-
selves. But when once the invisible world was supposed to be opened, and
the lawless agency of bad spirits assumed, what measures of probability, of
decency, of fitness, or proportion—of that which distinguishes the likely
from the palpable absurd—could they have to guide them in the rejection or
admission of any particular testimony ? That maidens pined away, wasting
inwardly as their waxen images consumed before a fire—that corn was
lodged, and cattle lamed—that whirlwinds uptore in diabolic revelry the
oaks of the forest—or that spits and kettles only danced a fearful-innocent
vagary about some rustic’s kitchen when no wind was stirring—were all
equally probable where no law of agency was understood. .. . There is no
law to judge of the lawless, or canon by which a dream may be criticised.

CHARLES LanB’s Essays of Elia.



A GEOGRAPHICAL LIST OF
AUTHORITIES AND SOURCES OF THE
MORE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THEWMELSHE FOLKLAORKE

ANGLESEY.

ABERFFRAW: E. S. Roberts (after Hugh Francis), 240, 241.
ILanpYFRYDOG: E. S. Roberts (after Robert Roberts), 239, 240.
ILyxn YR WyTtH Eipion: (no particulars), 429.
My~nys v Cnwe: A writer in the Brython for 1859, 457, 458.
Myn~y® Mecuew: Morris Evans (from his grandmother), 203, 204.
Towy~n TREWERN: John Roberts, 36-8.

? : Lewis Morris, in the Guyliedyd, 450-2.

BRECKNOCKSHIRE.

Cwm Tawe: Rd. L. Davies, 256, 257.
B »  (after J. Davies), 251-6.
ILANGORSE Glraldus, in his Itinerarium Kambrie, 72.
? : Walter Mapes, in his book De Nugis, 70-2.
? : The Brython for 1863, 73, 74.
ILyn Cwym ILwcH NEIGHBOURHOOD : Ivor James, 21, 430, 445.
? : Ed. Davies, in his Mythology and Rites, 20, 21.

CARDIGANSHIRE.

AtraRr : John Rhys (from Joseph Powell), 648, 649.
Bronnant: D. IL. Davies, 248, 249.
CapaBowen: J. Gwenogvryn Evans, 603, 604.
ILANWENOG : 648.
ILyx Empwen: J. E. Rooers of Abermeurlg, 578.
Moenin : Howells, in h1s Cambrian Superstitions, 245.

» ¢ D. Silvan Evans, in his Ystén Sioned, 271-3.
PonTERWYD: John Rhys, 294, 338, 378, 391, 392.

% : Mary Lewis (Modryb Mari), 601, 602.

Swys FrynNon: D. IL. Davies, 246, 247, 250.



xxvi AUTHORITIES AND SOURCES

CARDIGANSHIRE (continued).

TREGARON AND NEIGHBOURHOOD : John Rhys (from John Jones and
others), 577-9.
TroED YR AUR ): Benjamin Williams (Gwynionyd), 166-8.
AND : Gwynionyd, in the Brython for 1858 and 1860,
VERWIG ? 151-5, 158-60, 163, 164, 464-6.
YstrAD MEURIG: Isaac Davies, 245.
. p : A farmer, 601.
? : A writer in the Brython for 1861, 6go.

CARMARTHENSHIRE.

CENARTH : B. Davies, in the Brython, 1858, 161, 162.
ILanpeiLo: D. ILeufer Thomas, in Y Geninen for 1896, 469.
»» ¢ Mr. Stepney-Gulston, in the 4rch. Camb. for 1893, 468.
ILaxpyBIE : John Fisher, 379, 380.
5 : Howells, in his Camébrian Superstitions, 381.
P : John Fisher and J. P. Owen, 468.
Mypra1: Wm. Rees of Tonn, in the Physicians of Mydvar, 2-15.
. : The Bishop of St. Asaph, 15, 16.
” : John Rhys, 16.
? : Joseph Joseph of Brecon, 16.
? : Wirt Sikes, in his Britisl Goblins, 17, 18.
MynNys v Banwen : ILywarch Reynolds, 18, 19, 428-30.
? : L. Craigfryn Hughes, 487.

CARNARVONSHIRE.

ABER SocH: Margaret Edwards, 231.
' : A blacksmith in the neighbourhood, 232.

? : Edward ILwyd : see the Brython for 1860, 233, 234.
? : MS. 134 in the Peniarth Collection, 572, 573
ABERDARON : Mrs. Williams and another, 228.
? : Evan Williams of Rhos Hirwaen, 230.

BepGELERT: Wm. Jones, 49, 80, 81, 94-7, 99, 100-5.
o 8 5 in the Brython for 1861-2, 86-9, 98-9.
,, : The Brython for 1861, 470, 473, 474-
BetnEsDA : David Evan Davies (Dewi Glan Firydlas), 60-4, 66.
Berrws v Coep: Edward LLwyd : see the Cambrian Journal for

1859, 130-3.
CRICCIETH NEIGIIBOURHOOD : Edward ILewelyn, 219-21.
? : Edward ILwyd: see the Camb. Journalfor185g,201, 202.

Divorwic : E. Lloyd Jones, 234-7.
DorenmaEn: W. Evans Jones, 107-9.
DoLwyYDELAN : see BEPGELERT.

. : see GWYBRNANT.



GEOGRAPHICAL LIST xxvii

Drws v CoEn: S.R.Williams (from M.Williams and another),38-40.
? : 89, 0.
EDErRN: John Wllhams (Alaw ILeyn), 275-9.
Four Crosses: Lewis Jones, 222-5.
GrasFrYK Ucnar: John Jones (Myrdin Fard), 367, 368.
" » ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Williams-Ellis, 368-72.
Gry~LiroN : Wm. Thomas Solomon, 208-14.
GwyBrNanT : Ellis Pierce (Elis o’'r Nant), 476-9.
ILavAELHAEARN : R. Hughes of Uwchlaw'r Ffynnon, 214, 215, 217-9.
ILanBERIS: Mrs. Rhys and her relatives, 31-6, 604.
,, : M. and O. Rhys, 229.
D : A correspondent in the Liverpool Mercury, 366, 367.
?  : Howell Thomas (from G. B. Gattie), 125-30.
?  : Pennant, in his Tours i Wales, 125.
ILaxpEGcAar: H. Derfel Hughes, 52- -60, 68.
- : e in his 4Antiquities, 471, 472.
3 18: Owen in the Powysland Club's Collections, 237, 238.
ILA\'DWROG Hugh Evans and others, 207.
ILaxragran : T. E Morris (from Mrs Roberts), 362, 363.
ILANGYBI: John Jones (Myrdin Fard), 366.
- : Mrs. Williams-Ellis, 366, 471.
ILaniesTIN : Evan Williams, 228, 229, 584.
ILanecHID : Owen Davies (Eos ILechid), 41-6, 50-2.
NEeryN : Lowri Hughes and another woman, 226, 227.
» : John Williams (Alaw ILeyn), 228.
5 ¢ A writer in the Brython for 1860, 164.
Pexmacuno : Gethin Jones, 204-6.
Ruyp Pu: Mrs. Rhys, 604.
TrEFrRIW : Morris Hughes and J. D. Maclaren, 198-201.
5 ¢ Pierce Williams, 30.
TreEmMaDOC: Jane Williams, 221, 222,
=~ : R. 1. Jones (from his mother and Ellis Owen), 105-7.
. : Ellis Owen (cited by Wm. Jones), 95.
WaEN Fawr : Owen Davies, 41.
? Glasynys, in Cymru Fu, 91-3, 110-23.
? . in the Brython for 1863, 40, 41.
? A London Eistedfod (1887) competitor, 361, 362.
? : John Jones (Myrdin Fard), 361, 362, 364-8.
? : Owen Jones (quoted in the Bry#hon for 1861), 414, 415.
YSPYTTY Iran?: A Liverpool Eistedfod (1900) competitor, 692.

DENBIGHSHIRE.

Bry~necLwys: E. S. Roberts (from Mrs. Davies), 241, 242.
Ecrwysee: E. S. Roberts (after Thomas Morris), 238.
Frynnon Emian: Mrs. Silvan Evans, 357.

. ,, & Isaac Foulkes, in his Enwogion Cymru, 396.



xxvii AUTHORITIES AND SOURCES

DENBIGHSHIRE (continuted).

Frynnon EiLian : Lewis, in his Topographical Dictionary, 395, 396.
R 5, : P. Roberts, in his Camb. Popular Antiquities, 396.
5, A writer in Y Nofelyd, 396.
ILAI\GOILEN Hywe] (Wm. Davies), 148.
PeENTRE VoELas: Elias Owen, in his Welsh Folk-Lore, 222.

FLINTSHIRE.
Nil.

GLAMORGANSHIRE.

Bripgenp : J. H. Davies, D. Brynmor-Jones, J. Rhys, 354, 355.
CryMLYN : Cadrawd, in the South Wales Daily News, 405, 406.

? : Wirt Sikes, in his British Goblins, 191, 192, 405.
Kenric: Iolo Morganwg, in the Jolo MSS., 403, 404.

? : David Davies, 402.
ILanragoN : 1. Craigfryn Hughes, 257-268.
ILanwynNo : Glanffrwd, in his Plwyf Llanwyno, 26.
MerTHYR TypriL: ILywarch Reynolds (from his mother), 269.
Quakers’ Yarp: L. Craigfryn Hughes, 173-91.
Ruonpa Fecuan: ILewellyn Williams, 24, 25.

5 . : J. Probert Evans, 25, 27.

2 : IL. Reynolds (from D. Evans and others), 27-9.

RHO‘\H-)A Varitey: D. J. _]ones, 356.

? : Dafyd Morganwg, in his [Hanes Morganwg, 356.

? : Waring, in his Recollections of Edward Williams, 458-61.

MERIONETHSHIRE.

ABERDOVEY : J. Pughe, in the Arch. Camb. for 1853, 142-6, 428.
" : Mrs. Prosser Powell, 416.
? : M. B,,in the Monthly Packet for 1859, 416, 417.
Arpupwy: Hywel (Wm. Davies), 147, 148.
Bara : David Jones of Trefriw : see Cyfaittyr Aelwyd, 376, 377

» ¢ Wm. Davies and Owen M. Edwards, 378.

? : Humphreys' ILyfr Guwybodaeth Gyffredinol, 408-10.

? : J. H. Roberts, in Edwards’ Cymru for 1897, 148-51.
Dorcerey : Lucy Griffith (from a Dolgeltey man), 243, 244.
ILaxprio: E. S. Roberts (from A. Evans and Mrs. Edwards),

138-41.
ILaNEGRYN : Mr. Williams and Mr. Rowlands, 243.
= : A ILanegryn man (after Wm. Pritchard), 242.
g : Another ILanegryn man, 242, 243.



GEOGRAPHICAL LIST XXix

ILanvwcHLYN : Owen M. Edwards, 147.
? : J. H. Roberts, in Edwards’ Cymru for 1897, 215-7, 457.

? : Glasynys, in the Brython for 1862, 137.
? g - in the Zaliesin for 1859-60, 215, 216, 456, 457.
MONMOUTHSHIRE.

ABERYSTRUTH : Edm. Jones, in his Parish of Aberystruth, 195, 196.
ILanpErLo Cressenny: Elizabeth Williams, 192, 193.
ILanover : Wm. Williams and other gardeners there, 193, 194.
y : Mrs. Gardner of Ty Uchaf ILanover, 194, 195.
™ : Professor Sayce, 602.
Risca ?: 1. Craigfryn Hughes (from hearsay in the district between
ILanfabon and Caerleon), 462-4, 487, 593-6.

MONTGOMERYSHIRE.
ILaNipLOES : Elias Owen, in his Welsh Folk-Lore, 275.

PEMBROKESHIRE.

Fisucuarp : E. Perkins of Penysgwarne, 172, 173.
) : Ferrar Fenton, in the Pemnbroke County Guardian, 160.
ILaNDEILO ILwyDARTH : The Melchior family, 398.
: Benjamin Gibby, 399, 400.
NEVERN J. Th omas of Bancau Bryn Berian, 689.
TREVINE ¢ * Ancient Mariner,’ in the Pembroke County Guardian, 171.
?  : Ferrar Fenton, in the Pentbroke County Guardian, 171.
?  : Ab Nadol, in the Brython for 1861, 165.
?  : Southey, in his Madoc, 170.

RADNORSHIRE.
Nil,



70 ALL SORTS AND CONDITIONS
OF MEN

Tur aunthor would be glad fo hear of unvecorded Welsh
stories, or bits of Welsh stories not comprised i1z this volume.
He would also be grateful for the names of more localities
i which the stovies here given, or variants of them, are still
remembered. It will be his endeavour fo place on record all
such further tnformation, except stories about spooks and
ghosts of the ordinary type.
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