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Character of Charles 1. S L. 435

1625. The War with Spain and Charles s Finst
Parliament 436
Home and Foreign Pohc § 436
The French War and Cha.rles s Second Pa.rha.ment 436
1626-1627. The Forced Loan and Darnell’s Case A 437

1628. Charles’s Third Parliament and the Petition of
Right . ; 438
1628. Murder of Buckingham 438
1629. Dissolution of Charles's Third Parliament 439
1629-1640. Charles’s Arbitrary Rule . . 439
Charles’s Expedients for raising Money ! 5 440
1637. Ship Money. Hampden’s Case . 0 .+ 440-441
Charles’s Ecclesiastical Policy 3 5 441
Archbishop Laud and the Puritans . . 441
The Victims of Charles’s Pohcy . . . 442
Thomas Wentworth 3 2 . 442-443
1637. The Scottish Prayer-book . . g 443
1638. The National Covenant o 444
1639. The First Bishops’ War ; 444
1640. The Short Parliament . 445
1640. The Second Bishops’ War . . 445
The Great Council at York 2 « . 445
1640. Meeting of the Long Parliament . : 446
1641. Attainder of Strafford 2 & 446
1640-1641. Remedial Measures of the Long Pa.lha.ment 5 446
1641, The Root and Branch Bill . & 447
1641. The Incident f 447
1641. The Irish Rebelllon . ¢ S B 447
1641. The Grand Remonstrance . . 448
The Division of Parliament into Two Partles 448
1642. The Attack on the Five Members . . 448-449
The Rupture between King and Parha.ment T 449
The Royalist and Parliamentarian Parties 449
1642. The Campaign of Edgelull and Brentford . . 450-451
1643. Royalist Successes . 3 450
First Battle of Newbury . A . 451-452
- Cromwell and the Eastern Association 452

The Cessation, and the Solemn League and I

; Covenant . Y 452
1644. Renewed Fighting. "Battle of Marston Moor .« 453456

The Destruction of Essex’s Army and the Rising
of Montrose 457
1645. The New Model and the Self-Denymg Ordma.nce 457
1645. The Battle of Naseby ) 458
1645. | The Battle of Plnhphe.ugh . 2 459

b2



xXXiv CONTENTS

DATE

1646, Charles surrenders to the Scots . s 5

Presbyterians and Independents . . :
Parliament and the Army .
Charles intrigues with the Army a.nd the Presby-
terians 3
1648, The Second Civil War
1648-1649. The Triumph of the Independents and the Execu-
tion of GEarles Lo 5 . 5

1649-1660. Chapter III. The Commonwealth and

the Protectorate . ; 5
1649. Hstablishment of the Commonwealth A A
Difficulties of th® New Government 5

1649-1650. Cromwell’s Conquest of Ireland
1649-1651. Charles 11., King of Scots :
1650-1651. Baittles of Du.nba.r and Worcester .
1652-1653. The Dutch War o
1653. The Expulsion of the Rump o
The Little Parliament .
The Instrument of Government
1653-1658. Cromwell as Protector

1655. The Major-Generals 5
Cromwell’s Puritan State Church . . 3
Cromwell’s Foreign Policy . 5 o 5

1655. The French Alliance s

1655,1658. Jamaica, and the Battle of the Dunes
1657. The Humble Petition and Advice .
1658-1659. The Protectorate of Richard Cromwell
The Rump Restored
1659. A Presbyterian Revolt Suppressed
1660. Monk declares for a Free Parliament G
1660. The Declaration of Breda and the Restoration of
Charles 11. 5

1660-1685. Chapter IV. Charles II. . 3

1660-1661. Work of the Convention . .

1661. The Restoration Settlement of the Ghurch 3
1661-1665. The Clarendon Code £ 5

The Reaction against Puritanism . :

The Restoration in Scotland 3 o 5

The Restoration in Ireland. 5

The Restoration and Foreign Pohcy 5 .

The Rivalry of England and Holland . .

1665-1667. The Dutch War 3 3

. Growth of the American Colonies .

1663. Carolina 0.0 5
1667. New York and New Jersey

1681. Pennsylvania 5

1667. The Fall of Clarendon s

1667-1673.' The Cabal / . d . .

o e & o & o o
.

PAGE
459
459
460

460-461
461

461

462-472

478
479

481-482



' DATE

1668.
1670.
1672-1673.
1678.

1673-1678.

1678.

1678-1679.

1679.

1679.
1679.
1680.
1681.
16883.
1682-1685.

CONTENTS

The Triple Alliance . . . . .

The Treaty of Dover 5 . . :

The Dutch War

The Declaration of Indulgence the Test Act and
the Hall of the Cabal s 4

The Ministry of Danby ¢ 5 ~

The Treaty of Nijmegen . 5 : x

The Popish Plot .

The Habeas Corpus Act, and the Exclusion B111
‘Whigs and Tories. ngh Church and Low Ohurch
Battle of Bothwell Bridge .

The Lords reject the Exclusion Bill

The Oxford Parliament . y

The Rye House Plot

The Tory Reaction, and the Death of Chatles 1.

1685-1688. Chapter V. James II.

1685.
1635.
1685.

1685.
1688.

1688-1689.
1688.

Character of James II. o

The First Parliament of James 1z,
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1806.
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BOOK I

BRITAIN BEFORE THE NORMAN CONQUEST
(UP TO 1066)

CHAPTER 1
PREHISTORIC AND CELTIC BRITAIN

{

Chief Dates:
2330 B.C. The voyage of Pytheas.

1. THERE are few surviving written records of the doings of man in
the British Islands which are much earlier than the Christian era.
Yet the modern sciences of geology, archaeology, and philology prove
that these islands had been the dwelling-place of human beings for
many centuries previous to that period. The earliest certain evidence
of the existence of man in Britain is derived from

the discovery of large numbers of rudely shaped flint ﬁ?}?igaj\l;eg
implements. Some of these have been found in the

gravels of river drifts, and others in the caves where early man
made his dwelling. A few skulls, discovered along with such primi-
tive tools, show that the dwellers in this remote age were of a low
intellectual type. Yet the survival of a rude but spirited drawing
of a horge on a flat piece of bone indicates that these savages had
the rudiments of an artistic sense. The age in which they lived is
called the palzolithic, or old stone age. There is little proof that
the men of this age had any connection with the later races which
successively inhabited Britain.

2. Many ages passed away, and more abundant evidence is found
of the existence of man in Britain. 'We pass from the paleolithie
to the neolithic, or new stone age, where the roughly
fashioned tools of the primitive race were replaced by ;l;{l:igi‘)g-e
more carefully constructed implements of smooth |
polished stove. Such neolithic tools include arrow-heads, sharp
enough to transfix.an enemy, axe-heads called celts, scxapers, knives,

B



2 PREHISTORIC AND CELTIC BRITAIN

dress-fasteners, and saws. The care of the men of this period for
their dead is indicated by the solidly built barrows of long oval
shape, wherein huge stones, piled up to form a sepulchral chamber
for a whole clan, were then covered in with great mounds of
earth. Numnerous remains of the dead found in these resting-
places suggest thet the men of the new stone age were short in
stature, swarthy in complexion, and had long narrow skulls of the

type called dolichocephalic. To these people has been
T;l:rmn . sometimes given the name of Therians,because they have

been thought akin to the Basques, the original inhabi-
tants of Tberia or Spain, and some philologists have believed that a
few words of their tongue still lurk in some of our most ancient
place-names. However these things may be, there is good reason
to believe that the blood of this ancient race still flows in the veins
of many of those now dwelling in our land:

3. The Iberian inhabitants of Britain were ultimately attacked
by a stronger and more ingenious race called the Celts. This
people belonged to the great Aryan family, whose
language was the origin of nearly all the civilized'
tongues of Europe, and of those of a considerable part of western
Asia. Their physical characteristics were very different from those
of their short and swarthy predecessors. They were tall, fair-
skinned, with red or yellow hair, and their skulls were broader,
shorter, and more highly developed, belonging to the type called
brachycephalic. They came to Britain in two great waves of migra-
tion. The earlier Celtic wave deposited in our islands the races

called Goidelic, or Gaelic, which are now represented
g;?dels. by the Irish, the Scottish Highlanders, and the Manx-

men. The second migration was that of the Brythonic
peoples, who were the ancestors of the Britons, afterwards called

the Welsh, as well as of the Bretons of Brittany and
'll;rxl’gthons. the Cornishmen. In each case the incoming race took

possession of the richer and more fertile southern and
eastern parts of our island, and drove the previous inhabitants into
the mountains of the west and north. The Goidels forced the
Iberians back into these regions, and were then in their turn pushed
westwards and northwards by the incoming Britons. By the time
that our real knowledge begins, the Britons had occupied the whole
of the south and east, and the mass of the Goidels had been driven
over sea to Ireland, and to the barren mountains of the north be-
yond the Forth and the Clyde. There was still, however, a strong'
Goidelio’ element, along rthe. western eoasts rof. southern  Britain,

The Celts,



PREHISTORIC AND CELTIC BRITAIN 3

especially in the south-west peninsula, which now makes Cornwall
and Devonshire, in south Wales, and in the lands round the
Solway.

4. It is to these western and northern lands that we must look
if we would study the older populations of the British islands.
The Goidels, when driven into the west, scem to have become
amalgamated with the Iberians whom they had earlier pushed into
those regions. The result of this was the development The amal-
there of two physical types which have survived to our gamation of
own days. The incoming Celt is still represented Iberians
in Ireland, Wales, and the Scottish Highlands by 2" Cels:
occasional tall, fair men ; but the most usual type in those districts
is that of a short, dark-haired, dark-complexioned race, which is
probably largely derived from the blood of the pre-Celtic inhabi-
tants of our land. But for both types alike, the Celtic language
and the Celtic institutions became universal. There was, and is,
however, a great difference between the Goidelic speech of the
earlier Celtic migration, still spoken by some of the Irish, Manx,
and Scottish Highlanders, and the Brythonic tongue of the later
immigrants, still surviving in Welsh and Breton, and, till the nine-
teenth century, in Cornish.

5. Civilization now steadily progressed, though it is almost im-
possible to say for certain whether the next great steps forward were
the work of the earlier or of the later race. The people’s increasing
care for the dead led them to erect huge circles of great stones,’each
resembling the stone chamber of the barrow, stripped of its mound
of earth, and piled up in magnificent order in mighty
megalithic monuments. Of these, Avebury in northern giﬁi&tg;‘is.
‘Wiltshire, and Stonehenge on Salisbury plain, are the
most famouns examples. After the coming of the Celts the fashion
of burial changed. Instead of the long barrow, destined to receive
the remains of many warriors, short round barrows, each the grave
of a particular chieftain or of his kin, became so usual as to be ex-
tremely numerous. In these were deposited the bodies, or some-
times the burnt ashes, of the dead, and along with them were put
implements of stone and bromze, ornaments of gold, jet, amber,
and glass, and pottery, made by hand, and unglazed, but rudely
ornamented, and polished by hard rubbing.

6. When this stage had been atfained, the stone fche Bronze
age was over, and the period was reached when the andIren
use of metals was known. This marked an enor- 485
mous advance of civilization:  First-cameé the bronze age, which
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was ultimately succeeded by the ron age, which has been going on
ever since. The Goidel came to Britain in the age of bronze,
and at the beginning of the iron age the Britons of the mnewer
Celtic migration had become the masters of the southern part of
our island, to whieh they had given the name of Britain.

7. The Celts were the first inhabitants of our island to attain
a respectable level of civilization. They wore clothes, used metal
weapons, and delighted in gold and glass ornaments.
They tilled the ground, opened up tin and lead mines,
and began to trade with their neighbours. They were
brave, high-spirited, and enterprising ; had a real love of beautiful
things, and delighted in war and battle. They were split up into
different tribes, each of which had its own king, though occasionally
several tribes would join together under a common king, especially
in times of danger. The Celts were fickle and quarrelsome, and
seldom remained permanently under any other ruler than the
chief of their c-vn tribe or clan. The gentry went to battle in war-
chariots, drawn by horses, which they managed with extraordinary
skill. They protected themselves by bronze helmets and body
armour, often beautifully enriched by ornament. Their weapons
were the sword, the buckler, the dart, and the axe. The Celts wor-
shipped many gods, and sought to propitiate them by human sacri-
fices. They held in great honour their priests, who were called
Druids, and who also were the poets, prophets, and judges of the
peoffle. The chief wealth of the nation lay in their flocks and
herds, and the population lived for the most part in scattered home-
steads. They erected, however, as refuges in times of war, great
earthworks called duns. Favourite sites for these fortresses were
the summits of high hills, from which they could overlook the
countryside, The majority of the Britons lived upon the uplands,
as the river valleys were swampy, unhealthy, and hard to cultivate;
but some of them were fishermen or watermen, like the dwellers
in the lake villages discovered near Glastonbury. There was
enough intercourse between tribe and tribe for rough trackways to
be marked out over the downs and hills from one settlement to
another.

8. Though the Druids composed verses, wherein they com-
memorated the deeds of great men, and set forth the laws and
The voyage Wisdom of their ancestors, the Britons had no books,
of Pytheas, so that no account of them from their own point
?B330B.C.  of view has been handed down to us. The earliest
information thatwe have of the Britons comes from the travellers’

Early Celtic
civilization.
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tales of Greek explorers from the Mediterranean. Somewhere
about 330 B.c., some merchants of the Greek colony of Massilia
(now called Marseilles), in the south of Gaul, sent a mathematician
named Pytheas to explore the lands on thé Atlantic coast of
Europe in the hope of opening up a trading connection with them.
Among other countries Pytheas visited Britain, sailing through the
Channel and all up the eastern coast, and setting down his observa-
tions of the country and its people in writings of which, unluckily,
only fragments have come down tous. From the voyage of
Pytheas a trading connection between Britain and the commercial
cities of the Dlediterranean was opened up, which soon became
important. There were also close dealings between the Britons
and their Celtic kinsmen the Gauls, their nearest continental neigh-
bours. Many Gauls settled in southern Britain, and still further
raised its standard of refinement. The tin, lead, amber, and pearls
of the Britons found a ready market in cities like Massilia, and by
this means some vague knowledge of the existence of Britain
became spread among civilized people. So active did commerce
become that the Britons struck coins of gold and tin, which were
rudely fashioned after the models of the Greek monies of the
period. Sointercourse increased and civilization grew until, nearly
three hundred years after the voyage of Pytheas, the advance
of the Roman Empire brought Britain into the fuller light of
history.



CHAPTER 11

ROMAN BRITAIN (55 B.C.—449 A.D.)

Chief Dates :
55-54 B.C. Julius Cesar’s expeditions te Britain.
43 A.D. Claudius begins the Roman conquest of Britain.
78-85. Government of Agricola.
122. Hadrian’s Wall built.
297. Diocletian reorganizes the British provinces.
410. Withdrawal of the Roman legions.

1. Ix the generations preceding the Christian era the Romans
established their dominion over the whole of the lands surrounding

. the Mediterranean, the centre of the civilization of
‘é‘;el:;i,s Fipst, the ancient world. The last step of this conquest
Expedition was the subjugation of Gaul by Gaius Julius Ceesar,
;‘; ll?;r-g,ain. between 58 and 50 B.c. Brought by his triumphant

e progress to the shores of the Channel, Ceesar learnt
that the Britons had afforded refuge to the fugitives from his arms
in Gaul, and believed that their sympathy with their continental
brethren would make it harder for the Romans to keep Gaul
quiet. Accordingly he resolved to teach the Britons the might
of the Roman power, and in 55 B.c. he led a small expedition
over the straits of Dover, and successfully landed it in Xent,
despite the vigorous resistance which the Britons offered to his
disembarkation. Ceesar found, however, that the Britons were
stronger than he thought, and that he had not brought enough
troops to accomplish anything great against them. For the few
weeks that he remained in Britain, he did not venture far from
the coast. Before long he returned to Gaul, convinced that he
must wipe out his failure by conducting a stronger army to England
as soon as he could.

2. Next year, 54 B.c., Ceesar landed in Britain for the second
time. He then took with him more than twice as many soldiers as

on the previons oceasion. - Having established a, camp on the coast,
2 ,
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he marched boldly into the interior. He was opposed by Cassivel-
launus, king of the tribes dwelling on the north bank of the
Thames. The light-armed Britons shrunk from a

pitched battle with the Romans, and failed to prevent gg}s:i's
them from forcing their passage over the Thames. ggeond Ex-
But their swift war-chariots hung upon the Roman pedition to
line of march, threatened to destroy Ceesar’s camp on 5:’;%'1’
the coast, and prevented him from winning any very

striking triumphs. However, some of the British tribes were jealous
of Cassivellaunus. Conspicuous among these were the Trinovantes,
his eastern neighbours, dwelling in what is now Essex. This tribe
sent envoys to Ceesar, and submitted to him. Alarmed at this
defection, Cassivellaunus also made his peace with the Roman
general, and agreed not to disturb the Trinovantes. Some of the
tribes promised to yield np hostages and to pay tribute to the
Romans. Thereupon Cezesar went back to the continent. He had
not even attempted to conquer Britain, but he had taught the
Britons a lesson, and had prevented them from harming the
Roman power in Gaul. The mostenduring result of Cassar’s visits
is to be found in the description of Britain and the Britons which
he wrote in his famous Commentaries. This is the first full written
account of our island that has come down to us. With it the
continuous history of our land begins.

3. For ninety years after Ceesar’s landing no Roman troops were
seen in Britain. Increased commerce followed upon the greater
knowledge which Romans and Britons now had of RO
each other. The Trinovantes, who remained true to Bpitain,
the Roman connection, profited by it to make them- 54 B.C.—
selves masters of most of south:eastersi Britain. Their '43A-D-
power came to a head under their king Cunobelinus, the Cymbeline
of Shakespeare and romance. He struck coins”which closely
imitated those of the contemporary Romans, made Camulodunum
{Colchester) his capital, and felt himself strong enough to throw off
Roman control. One of his brothers, disgusted at being supplanted,
appealed to the Romans for help, but his valiant son Caractacus
continned his policy after his death. Thus strained relations en-
sued between the Romans and the Trinovantes. The promised
tribute was not paid ; Gaulish rebels were encouraged, and Gaulish
fugitives from Roman rule received once more a welcome.

4. The renewed hostility of the Britons to Rome convinced the
Emperor Claudius that the only way of making Gaul secure was
by conquering Britain. rAccordingly,;in. 43 -A.D., Clandius sent

.
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a strong army to the island, under Aulus Plautius. With his
The Roman landing the systematic Roman conquest of Britain
conquest of began. Plautius soon made such progress that Claudius
Britaln. himself visited the country, and witnessed his soldiers
taking by storm Caractacus’ stronghold of Camulodunum, which
WS soon became a Roman colony—the first in Britain.
Plautius, ‘When Plautius returned to Rome in 47, he had made
48-47A.D-  himself master of the south and midlands as far as
the Humber and the Severn. The next governor, Ostorius Scapula
DL ans {47-52), strove to subdue the Silures and Ordovices,
Scapula, the fierce tribes that dwelt in the hills of southern and
47-52. central Wales, among whom Caractacus found a refuge
after the conquest of his own district. The Roman general defeated
Caractacus in a pitched battle, and forced him to fiee northwards
to the Brigantes of the modern Yorkshire. Surrendered by these
to the Romans, the British king was led in triumph through Rome.
His brave and frank bearing won the favour of Claudius, who per-
mitted him to end his days in honourable retirement. But the
conquest of the Welsh hills was not lasting, and all the Romans
could do was to establish a ring of border garrisons at Deva
(Chester), Viroconium (Wroxeter), and Isca Silurum (Caerleon-on-
Usk), whereby the wild mountaineers were restrained.

5. The Roman conquest of Britain was further advanced by
the governor, Suetonius Paullinus (59-62), who in 61 completed
Suetonius  the subjugation of the hill-tribes of the west by the
Paullinus, reduction of Mona or Anglesey, the last refuge of
5902 the Druids. A sanguinary insurrection of the Iceni,
the clan inhabiting what is now Norfolk and Suffolk, recalled
Paullinus. The Icenian King, Prasutagos, who had ruled under
Roman over-lordship, made the Emperor his co-heir, jointly with
his two daugﬁters. On his death the Romans took possession of
his lands, brutally ill-treated his daughters, and cruelly scourged his
widow, Boudicca (Boadicea), who strove to maintain their rights.
The indignant tribesmen took advantage of the governor's absence
to rise in revolt. Camulodunum was stormed, and all the Romans
within it put to the sword. A like fate befell Verulamium (St.
Albans), the seat of Roman government, and Londinium (London),
the chief commercial centre of Britain. The legion that held the
northern frontier hurried southwards, but was cut to pieces by the
Iceni in the open field. At last Paullinus, fresh from his triumph
at Mona, marched eastward at the head of the strong force which
had held, down, the. disturbed . western frontier. Defeated in a
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pitched battle, Boudicca avoided captivity and shame by drinking
off a bowl of poison. The suppression of the rebellion completed
the reduction of all Britain south of the Humber and east of the
Dee and Usk. But the mountaineers of what is now called Wales
took advantage of Paullinus’ withdrawal to renew their freedom,
and for many years the Roman advance northwards and westwards
was stayed.

6. The next forward movement was under Julius Agricola, a
famous statesman and general, who was governor of Britain from
78 to 85. Agricola’s son-in-law, the famous historian, jyjue
Tacitus, wrote a life of his father-in-law in such detail Agrlcola,
that we learn more of his doings in Britain than of 508
those of any commander since Julius Ceesar. Agricola’s first
military exploit was to complete the subjugation of the hill-tribes
of the west. Thereupon he turned his arms northwards and sub-
dued the fierce Brigantes, establishing a new camp at Eburacum
(York), which soon became the chief centre of the Roman power.
‘Within the next few years he seems to have advanced still farther
northwards, until he found a natural barrier in the narrow isthmus
which separates the Firth of Forth and Clyde, where he erected a
line of forts. Not contented with this, Agricola advanced beyond
this line into the mountains of northern Scotland, whose wild in-
habitants, called then the Caledonians, opposed him vigorously
under their chieftain Galgacus. At last, in 84, Agricola won a
victory over Galgacus at an unknown place called Mons Graupius.
After this he circumnavigated the north coast of Scotland with a
fleet, and even talked of conquering Ireland. Next year, however,
he was recalled, and his successors took up a less enterprising
policy. Even more important than Agricola’s victories were the
efforts he made to civilize the Britons and spread Roman fashions
among them. The sons of the chieftains learned to speak Latin,
adopted the Roman dress, and followed their conquerors’ habits of
life.

7. South Britain remained hard to hold. A revolt annihilated
the legion stationed at York, and about 122 the wise Emperor
Hadrian, abandoning the northern regions, which The two
Agricola had claimed as part of the province, erected Roman
a solid wall of stone, fortified by frequent forts, to Walls.
form a scientific frontier for the region solidly held by the
Romans. The line chosen for this purpose ran from the mouth
of the Solway to the mouth of the Tyne—roughly speaking, from
Carlisle to‘Newcastle—a distance of more than seventy miles.” If
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the still narrower frontier-line from Clyde to Forth were too
remote to be held with safety, the limits thus chosen were the best
that could be found. Affer nearly seventeen centuries the sub-
stantial remains of this great work, stretching across the high hills
that separate the valleys of the Tyne and the Solway, still con-
stitute by far the most majestic memorial of the Roman power
in Britain. , In 143, Lollius Urbicus, the governor of Britain
under the Emperor Antoninus Pius, went back to the limits once
conquered by Agricola, and erected a new boundary wall between
the Forth and the Clyde. Built of sods laid on a basement of stone,
the northern wall of Antoninus was a much less solid structure than
the wall of Hadrian. Tt soon became unimportant, as the Romans
made few attempts to occupy the barren moorlands that take
up most of the region between the two walls. Occasionally the old
aggressive spirit revived, and notably between 208 and 211, when
the able Emperor Septimius Severus spent four years in Britain,
and, like Agricola, waged fresh campaigns against the Caledonians.
On his death, at Eburacum, the Roman energies relapsed, and thus
the wall of Hadrian became the permanent frontier of Roman
Britain.
2 8. Roman rule, thus established by Agricola and Hadrian,
lasted in Britain for more than three hundred years. At first
Berann Roman Britain consisted of a single province, ruled,
divisionsof like all the frontier districts, by a legate of the
Britain, Emperor. Severus divided the country into two
provinces, called Upper and Lower Britain (Bittannia Superior
and Britannia Inferior), whose boundaries are not at all clear.
At last, the famous emperor, Diocletian, the second founder of the
Roman Empire, included Britain, about 297, in his general scheme
for the reorganization of the provinces. The number of British
provinces was increased to four, Britannia Prima, Britannia Se-
cunda, Flavia Casariensis, and Maxima Casariensis. To these a
fifth, Valentia, was afterwards added. 'We are almost entirely in the
dark as to the situation of these provinces. A. special novelty of
Diocletian’s reforms was the bringing together of neighbouring
provinces into larger administrative divisions, called Dioceses and
Pratorian Prafectures. All British provinces were joined together
in the diocese of Britain, ruled by a vicar, while the diocese of
Britain was but a part of the great preetorian praefecture of the
Gauls which extended over the whole of the west. This system
lasted as long as the Roman power. X
9. The Roman o¢cupation of Britain was mainlymilitary. The
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land was strongly held by a garrison of three legions, each con-
sisting of about 5000 regular troops, all Roman citizens.

One legion, the Sixth, had its headquarters at ;::P};:;‘r’f"
EBburacum, while the Second was quartered at Isca

Silurum, and the Twentieth at Deva, in positions which they had
held from the first century onwards. Besides these regular troops,
a large number of irregular auxiliaries garrisoned the wall of
Hadrian and the detached forts of the north. Both legions and
auxiliaries were largely recruited on the continent, and most
Britons who wished to serve the emperor were drafted to fight
upon ,the Rhine or the Danube. Well-constructed roads, paved
with stone, ran straight from garrison to garrison, and also served
as avenues of commerce. The most famous of the
Roman roads of Britain was the Watling Street, which
ran from the coast at Dubre (Dover) to Londinium,
and thence by Verulamium to Viroconium, from which point a
branch went south to Isca, while the main road proceeded to Deva,
where it sent a branch to Segontium (Carnarvon). From Deva,
‘Watling Street was continued eastwards to York, and thence to
the frontier. The Ermine Street, the central part of the road that
connected Eburacum with Lindum (Lincoln), Camulodunum, and
Londinium, was only less famous; while the Watling Street was
crossed diagonally by a third great artery, called the Fosse Way,
which went from Lindum to Isca Dumnoniorum (Exeter). A
fourth road, named Akeman Street, connected Camulodunum and
Verulamium with the watering-place of Aquee Sulis (Bath).

10. Along the chief routes grew up walled towns, which, at
least in the south and east, were not wholly military in character.
Under the strong Roman peace, marshes were drained, p ..
forests cleared, and commerce furthered. Britain be- civilization
came one of the chief granaries of Europe; and its in Britain.
iron, tin, and lead mines were extensively developed. Salt-works
were opened, and pottery and fine glass were made. Many Roman
officials, soldiers, and traders spread the wuse of the Latin tongue,
and, at least in the southern and eastern parts of the province, the
upper classes among the Britons themselves learnt to talk Latin,
and were proud to be considered as Romans. But the Romans
never romanized Britain as they had romanized Gaul. The best
proof of this is the fact that the Celtic tongue continued to be
spoken by the mass of the people, as is shown by its continnance
. in Wales to this day. In Gaul,on the other hand, the use of Latin
became nniversal,and quite displaced the ancient Gaulish language.

Roman
roads.
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11. During the fourth century Christianity became the religion
of the Romans, and Constantine, the first Christian emperor
the Romano. (306-337), first took up the government of the Empire
British at Eburacum, where his father had died. Even before
Church, this there had been Christians in Britain, and during
the last persecution of the Christian Church by the Emperor
Diocletian (284-305), several British martyrs gave up their lives
for the faith. The most famous of these was Alban, slain at
Verulamium, where in after years a church was erected in his
honour that gave the Roman city its modern name of St. Albans.
During the fourth century we know that there were bishops at
Londinium, Lindum, and Eburacum, many churches and monasteries,
and an active and vigorous ecclesiastical life. The British Church
became strong enough to send out missionaries to other lands, of
whom the most famous were St. Patrick, who completed the con-
version of the Irish to the faith, and St. Ninian, who first taught
the Caledonians, or Picts, the Christian religion. Britain even had
a heretic of its own in Pelagius, who denied the doctrine of original
sin, and made himself very famous all over the Roman world as the
foe of St. Augustine, the great African father. From the British
Church is directly descended the Welsh Church, and less directly
the Churches of Ireland and Scotland. By its means civilization was
extended into regions which, though inaccessible to the Roman
arms, were brought by Roman missionaries into the Christian fold.

12. Gradually the Roman Empire decayed, and Britain suffered
much from its growing weakness. Towards the end of the third
Decay of century the legions garrisoning distant provinces grew
the Roman out of hand, and, without regard for the central power
power in in Italy, made and unmade emperors of then- own.
Pritatn, Thus in 287, Carausius, a Roman admiral, allied him-
self with bands of pirates, received the support of the soldiers,
seized the government of Britain, and strove to make himself
master of the whole Roman world. He conquered

gg;?;;é?s' part of northern Gaul, but in 293 was slain by his
:rlnld " own chief minister, Allectus, who ruled over Britain
ectus,

293.-996. until he was slain in 296. It was to put down such

disorders that Diocletian carried out his reforms in
the administration, and Constantine, succeeding after a time to
Diocletian’s power, continued his general policy, though he took up
a different line as regards religion. The reforms of Diocletian and
the recognition of Christianity by Constantine kept the Roman
Empire together for a century longer:
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13. Fresh troubles soon arose, which fell with speeial force on a
remote province like Britain. Despite the frontier wall, bands of
fierce Caledonians, by this time more often called Picts,
ﬁ:’;,’;b;g:l’;“ raided at their will the northern parts of the province.
and the = Swarms of Irishmen, then generally called Scots,
S::‘:}gs to  similarly plundered the western coasts and effected
them off, large settlements in regions so wide apart as Cornwall,
‘Wales, and Galloway. An even worse danger came
from the east, where swarms of pirates and adventurers from North
Germany, called Saxons by Romans and Britons, devastated the
coasts of the North Sea and Channel. To ward off these invaders
the Romans set up a new military organization. A new military
officer was appointed, called Count of the Saxon Shore (Comes litoris
Sawxonici), whose special duty it was to protect the region specially
liable to these invasions. A series of forts, stretching from the
Wash to Sussex, formed the centres of the Roman defence against
the pirates; and the majestic ruins of Rutupiae (Richborough)
in Kent, Anderida (Pevensey)in Sussex, and Gariannonum (Burgh
Castle) in Suffolk, show the solid strength of these last efforts to
uphold the Roman power. At the same time the northern defence
was reorganized, and the troops garrisoning the wall of Hadrian
were put under another high military officer, called the Duke of the
Britains (Dux Britanniarum), while the legionary army in its camps
was commanded by the Count of the Britains (Comes Britanniarum).
All these military changes date from the reign of Diocletian, and
were parts of his great scheme for reinvigorating the empire.
14. Early in the fifth century the Roman Empire upon the con-
tinent was overrun by fierce German tribes, anxious to find new
y homes for themselves. The settlement of the Franks
g:}:‘;‘gf:} in northern Gaul cut off Britain from the heart of the
the Roman empire, and Rome and Italy itself were threatened.
Leig(')ions. ‘With the Germans at the gates of Rome, it became
Y impossible for the emperors to find the men and money
necessary for keeping up their authority in a distant land like
Britain. After 410, the year which saw the sack of Rome by
Alaric the Goth, the Romans ceased to send officials and troops
to Britain. Henceforth the Britons were left to look after them-
selves, and their entreaties to the emperors to help them in their
distress were necessarily disregarded.
15. Roman rule had, however, lasted so long in Britain that
the upper classes at least considered themselves Romans, and
strove 16/ carry on/the government-after the Roman fashion. To
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them it did not seem that Britain had ceased to be Roman:. but
rather that they as Romans had to carry on Roman rule them-
selves, without the help of the emperor or the other

districts of the empire. It was soon found, however, ;Ig}‘z a”{g’;{ﬁ
that the Britons were not romanized enough to be own re-
able to maintain the Roman system. The leaders did i‘;g‘_’g_isg'
not work together, and: gradually the old Celtic tribal 1
spirit revived in a fashion that made united action and organized
government very difficult.

16. Before long southern Britain ‘began to split up into little
tribal states, and this break up of unity made it possible for the
barbarians, who had been withstood with difficulty all . Plets,
through the previous century, to carry everything Scots, and
before them. The Picts crossed the Roman wall, and Saxons.
plundered and raided as they would. The Scots from Ireland
established themselves along the west coast, and besides other
settlements, effected so large a conquest of the western Highlands
and islands outside the northern limits of the old provinces that
a new Scotland grew up on British soil. Even more dangerous
were the incursions of the Saxon invaders in the east. These were
no longer simply plunderers, but, like the Franks and Goths on
the continent, wished to establish new homes for themselves in
Britain. Before their constant incursions the Britons were
gradually forced to give way. Within forty years of the with-
drawal of the last Roman governors, the process of German
conquest had begun.

17. The barbarian conquest went on. gradually for about a
century and a half, and by the end of it nearly every trace of
Roman’ influence was removed. The ruins of Roman | Dy
towns, villas, churches, and public buildings ; the still resuits of
abiding lines of the network of Roman roads; the con- Roman rule
tinuance of the Christian faith among the free Britons; ™ e
a few Roman words still surviving in the language of the Celtic-
speaking Britons, and a few place-names (such as street from strata)
among their Teutonic supplanters, were almost all that there was
to prove the abiding traces of the great eonquering people which
had first brought our island into relation with the main stream of
ancient civilization.



CHAPTER 1III ,

‘THE ENGLISH CONQUEST OF SOUTHERN
BRITAIN (449-607)
Chief Dates :

449. Jutes established in Kent.
516. Battle of Mount Badon,
577. Battle of Deorham.

607. Battle of Chester.

1. Tue Teutonic invaders, who began to set up new homes for
themselves in Britain after the middle of the fifth century, came
The Teutonie Lrom northern Germany. Their original homes were
conquest of along the coasts of the North Sea, the lower courses
Southern of the Elbe and Weser, and the isthmus that connects
Rifeeln the Danish peninsula with Germany. Though all
were very similiar in their langnage and manners, they were divided
into three different tribes—the Jutes, the Sawons, and the Angles.
Of these the Jutes were the least important, though
they were the first to settle in our island. They are
generally said to have come from Jutland, the Danish peninsula,
which used to be explained as meaning the land of the Jutes.
But there are difficulties in the way of accepting this view, and
some people now believe that the Jutes came from the lower
Weser, to the west of the other colonizers of Britain.
The Saxons came from the lower Elbe, and were so
numerous a group of tribes that before long nearly all the peoples
of North Germany were called Saxons. The Angles

:Eglg;? lived to the north of the Saxons, in the region now
called Holstein. So many of them crossed over to

Britain that their name soon disappeared from Germany altogether.
2. Each of the invading tribes included many small states, ruled

by petty kings or by elected magistrates, called aldermen. The new-
comers had no common name and no common interests. Each little
group lived in a village apart from their neighbours, and all of them

were very warlike, fierce, and energetic. . They had dwelt farther
16
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away from the Romans than the other barbarian invaders of the
empire, and were therefore much less influenced by Roman ecivi-
lization than nations like the Franks and the Goths. The institu- .
For that reason they remained heathens, worshipping tions of the
‘Woden, Thor, and the other battle-loving gods of the Invaders.
old Germans. They had little of the respect for the Roman
Empire which made the Teutonic conquerors of Gaul and Ttaly eager
to be recognized by the emperors, and quick to learn many of the
Roman ways. It resulted from this that they made a much cleaner
sweep of Roman institutions than did their brethren on the conti-
nent, and that the more since the Britons fought against them more
vigorously and for a longer time than the Romans of Gaul or Italy
against their invaders. Yet their conquest of Britain is but a part
of that general movement called the Invasion of the Barbarians,
or the Wandering of the Nations, which everywhere broke down the
Roman power in western Europe. In fact, this was done more
completely in Britain than anywhere else.

3. The invaders of Britain had no common name for themselves.
Since the fourth century the Romans and Britons had called them
all Sawons, and to this day the Celtic peoples of the ... e
land, the Welsh, the Irish, and the Highland Scots, nings of
still continne the Roman custom in their own tongues, England.
But when the invaders had settled in Britain, and had begun to find
the need of a common word to deseribe them all, they used the
word Angle as a general name. Angle is only another form of
English, and as this has remained ever since the name of all the
new settlers and their descendants, it is perhaps better for us to
call them English from the first. They are, however, sometimes
styled the Anglo-Sawons—that is, the people formed by the union
of the Angles and Saxons. For convenience’ sake we shall use
the word “ English” in this broader sense, and keep the term
“ Angle ” for the tribes who shared with the Jutes and Saxons in
the conquest of Britain. The parts of Britain in which the new-
comers, whether Angle, Jute, or Saxon, settled, were henceforth
England—that is, land of the English—and they were the fore-
fathers of most modern Englishmen. As time went on, however,
many people of British descent began to speak the English tongue
and regard themselves as English ; and nowadays a great many
Englishmen are in no wise descended from the old English.

5. We know very little of the fashion in which the English
tribes came to Britain. There are famous legends of some aspects
of the conquest, but it is impossible to say whether they are true

c
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or not, as they are first told many bundred years after the event.
There is a well-known story of the first settlement of the new-
comers in Britain. Vortigern, one of the British kings, we are
told, followed the fashion of the Romans of the continent, who
called in German warriors to help them to fight against their
enemies. Attracted by the high pay that he offered, a tribe of
The Jutes Jutes, headed by their dukes, the brothers Hengist
in Kent, 449, and Horsa, came to the aid of Vortigern against
ﬁ?%&;‘g‘;{sw Picts and Scots. Butwhen they had done their work,

*  instead of going home, they resolved to settle in the
land of the Britons. In 449 they chased away the Britons, and
established themselves in Kent, which thus became the first English
settlement in Britain. Before long Kent became a kingdom, and
Hengist and Horsa were its first kings. Some years later another
Jutish settlement was effected in the Isle of Wight and on the south
coast of what is now called Hampshire. These were the only
Jutish conquests, and the very name of Jute was soon forgotten.
Though Kent long remained a separate kingdom, the Jutes of
‘Wight became absorbed in the larger population of Saxon settlers.
who established themselves all around them.

5. The Saxons conquered and settled southern and sonth-eastern
Britain. The first Saxon settlement was made in 477, when a chief-
Taefavon tain named Atlle set up the kingdom of Sussex—that
settlements. 15 South Saxony—in the district that is represented

by the later county of the name. A very famous:
incident of Alle’s conquest was the storming of the old Roman
fortress of Anderida (Pevensey), one of the strongholds set up
in the fourth century to protect the south coast from the
Saxon pirates. At last it was to succumb to the fierce
assaults of their descendants. Before long, ZElle and
his men had set up new homes for themselves in the land of their-
choice. The great and pathless oak forest of the Weald cut them
off from the Jutes, who seftled to the east and west, and from.
other Saxon tribes that later sailed up the Thames and established
the little kingdom of Surrey to their north. A more
important conquest began in 495, when the Saxon
chiefs, Cerdic and his son Cynric, landed at the head of Southampton
water and began the kingdom of Wessex, or 'West Saxony. This

was originally confined to part of what is now Hamp-
Zg?sex, shire, but it gradually extended its limits, absorbing

the Jutish kingdom of Wight and the Saxon kingdom
of Sumrey; and gaining still greater advantages at the expense of’

Sussex, 477.

Surrey.
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the Britons of the upper Thames and lower Severn valleys and of
the regions of downs and hills that stretches from Hampshire west-
wards. Thus, unlike Kent and Sussex, which remained in their
original limits, the history of Wessex is from the beginning a
history of constant expansion.

6. Other Saxon kingdoms were established on the eastern coast
of England. The East Saxons set up the kingdom of Essex, and
the Middle Saxons that of Middlesex, a petty state
that owed its sole importance to containing within ﬁ?égfeg‘gi
its limits the great trading city of London, whose
commercial prosperity was checked rather than destroyed by the
wave of barbarian conquest. Ultimately, however, DMiddlesex
became absorbed in Essex, just as its southern neighbour, Surrey,
was swallowed up in Wessex. Here the Saxon invasion was stayed.

7. The conquest of the east, the midlands, and the north was
the work of the Angles. To the north of Essex, Anglian swarms
peopled the lands between the great fens of the Ouse
valley and the coast of the North Sea. This region gg&égﬁ:ﬂ:
became the kingdom of East Anglia, or East England,
and was divided geographically into a morthern and southern
portion, whose names are preserved in the modern counties of
Norfolk—that is, land of the North folk—and Suffolk,
the land of the South folk. Other Anglian bandsmade E’;Sgﬁm‘
their way up the Trent valley, and gradually set up a
series of small states in Middle England, extending southwards
from the Humber to the northern boundaries of the Saxon settle-
ments in the Thames valley. The history of thess districts is
very 'obscure, and is not presetrved, as in the Saxon lands further
south, by the names and limits of the modern shires. Of the many
Anglian kingdoms of the midlands one only survived, and ulti-
mately absorbed all the others. This was the little weroia and
kingdom of Mercia—that is, the March or boundary the midland
land—set up in the upper Trent valley, and stretching Kingdoms.
over the rough hill-land of Cannock chase towards the middle Severn
valley, where the Britons long held their own. North of the
Humber two well-defined Anglian kingdoms grew up.

These were Deira, or the southern kingdom, which ‘))Il?ix;t’hﬂun;:
roughly corresponds to the modern Yorkshire, and the

more northerly state of Bernicia, which stretched along the east coast
from the Tees to the Firth of Forth, which was founded, it is said.
by Ida in 547. Both these kingdoms had as their western boun-
dary the wild/ uplands -of the' Pennine’ chain’(and its ' northern
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continuation, the Ettrick Forest. This tangle of hills and moors was
difficult for the invaders to traverse, and long protected the freedom
of the Britons of the west coast between the Clyde and the Dee.

8. It took nearly a hundred and fifty years before the English
settlements were completely established. The Britons, who fought
Character- Very stubbornly to protect their liberties, remembered
istics ot the so much of the Roman discipline and organization that
English they remained formidable foes to a series of disorderly
Fomgwesty tribes, each consisting of a small number of warriors
fighting for their own hands. The English brought over with them
their wives and families, and aimed not simply at conquering their
enemies, but sought to establish new homes for themselves. They
bronght with them their Teuntonic speech, the parent of our English
tongue. They preserved the manners, institutions, and religion
which theyhad followed in their original homes in northern Germany.

9. The best and bravest of the Britons withdrew before the
English and joined their brethren, who still remained masters

in the hills of the west. Such as remained in
g‘: éﬁf&;‘;. the east and south, as slaves and dependants of the

conquerors, gradually lost their ancient tongue and
institutions, and becams one with the invaders. It shows how
thorough the conquest was that the Christian religion, professed
by all the Britons, was entirely rooted ont in all the districts where
the English established themselves. Luckily for the English, the
Britons seldom acted together for any long time. The wiser
Britons held fast to the Roman tradition of unity, and set up war-
leaders who might take the place of the sometime Roman governors.
The most. famous of these was the great Celtic hero, King Arthur,
Arthur and  Whose mighty victories stayed for a time the advance
Mount of the English, and perhaps saved the Britons of the
Baglon, 516.  ost from the fate of their brethren. of the east. The
best known of Arthur’s battles was fought at a place called Mons
Badonicus or Mount Badon, in about 516. Its situation is quite
uncertain, but it is most probably to be found somewhere in
the south-west, possibly at Badbury in Dorsetshire. It seems
that Arthur’s triumph was over the West Saxons, whose
advance was stayed for nearly sixty years. But the Britons only
united when compelled to do so to meet the English attacks.
They split up into little tribal states, and, if the English had not
themselves also been disunited, the invaders could have probably
driven their foes into the sea. As it was, many of the more
strenuous Britons scorned to live any longer in the land which

4
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they shared with their Saxon ememies. There was so large an
emigration of Britons to the Gaulish peninsula of Armorica,
that that land obtained the new name of Brittany or e emi-
Britain, and to this day a large part of the inhabitants gration te
of this little Britain beyond the sea continue to reattany.
speak a Celtic tongue, very similar to the Welsh or Cornish, which
their forefathers took with them to Gaul when they fled from the
Saxon conquerors, Their withdrawal made easier the work of the
English, and it speaks well for the toughness of the British
resistance that so much of the island remained in their hands.

10. For about a century fresh swarms of English came to
Britain from beyond sea. After that the migration ceased, but
the stronger of the English kingdoms continued to 1pe ppitons
advance westwards at the expense of the Britons. The become the -
English did not call the Britons by that name, but de. Welsh.
scribed them asthe Welsh—that is, as the foreigners, or the speakers
of a strange tongue. Gradually the Britons, who in the sixth
century were still proud to call themselves Romans, took the
name of the Cymry, or the Comrades, by which the Welsh are still
known in their own language. A Welsh monk named Gildas, who
lived in the sixth century, has written a gloomy picture of the state
of Britain during the period of the English conquest. The heathen
English were cruel and bloodthirsty ; but the Welsh were quarrel-
some and divided, and Gildas regarded their defeat as the just
punishment of their sins.

11. The warfare between Welsh and English still went on, and
at last the Welsh received a rude shock from two English victories,
which cut the British territories into three parts, and 1y, on4 of
destroyed any hopes of future Celtic unity. The the period
‘West Saxons gradually made their way westward from ;’gtfl’;g:ﬁ
their original settlement in Hampshire, and in 577 .
Ceawlin, the West Saxon king, won a great battle over the Welsh
at Deorham (Dyrham), in Gloucestershire, which led to their
conquest of the lower Severn valley, Thirty years after this (607)
the Bernician king, Athelfrith, won a corresponding victory at
Chester, which pushed forward the northern Anglian settlements
to the Irish Channel, and transferred the lands between Ribble and
Mersey from British to English hands. Up to these days the
‘Welsh had ruled over the whole west from the Clyde to the
English Channel. Henceforth they were cut up into three groups.
Of these the northernmost was called Cumbria or Cumberlana—
that is, land)of thes Cymry or ‘Welsh. /This stretched:from the
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Clyde, the northern limit of the Britons, to the Ribble, and was
separated from Bernicia and Deira by the Pennine chain. The
modern county of Cumberland still preserves for a
part of this area its ancient name. Eneclosed within
this region was a colony of Goidelic Picts, in the extreme south-
west of the modern Scotland, which derived from its Goidelic
inhabitants its name of Galloway.

12. The central and chief British group of peoples is repre-
sented by the modern Wales, and by a large stretch of land to the
eastward, including the valley of the middle Severn, which has

since become English by a slow process of conquest
e and absorption. Split up among several rival kings,
this district lost, through its want of unity, some of the im-
portance which it gained by its size and by the inaccessibility of
its mountains. In early days the whole region was described as

North Wales—that is, Wales north of the Bristol
And West  Chanmel. This was to distinguish it from West Wales,

the country still held by the Britons in the south-
west peninsula. ‘Separated from North Wales by the West Saxon
victory of Deorham, West Wales still included the whole of Corn-
wall and Devonshire, and a good deal of Somerset. Both in
North and West Wales there were occasional colonies of Goidelic-
speaking Scots or Irish, who have left memorials of this tongue in
the Irish inscriptions, written in a character called Oghasiz, found
in many parts of Wales and Cornwall.

13. Thus was the old Roman diocese of Britain unequally divided
between the English and the Welsh. The great part of the district
north of the Forth and Clyde was in the hands of the Picfs—a race
doubtless identical with the ancient Caledonians, and apparently
made up of Goidelic tribes with a large Iberian inter.
mixture. But in the north-western parts of the
modern Scotland the Picts had been driven out by immigrant
Scots from Ireland, who had set up an independent kingdom of
the Scots in the western Highlands and islands,
running inland as far as the chain of hills called Drum-
alban, which forms the watershed of the eastern and western
seas. From these the north-west of Britain first got the name
of Scotland, or land of the Scots; but at first this term was

only given to a very small fragment of the modern
gg}llfmba, Scotland. Soon, however, the Scots began to influence
the Picts. Up to the sixth century the Picts, alone
of the Celts, still. remained heathen ; but Columba, the greatest of

Cumbria.

The Picts.

And Scots.
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the Irish saints, settled down in a monastery in the little island of
Tona, among the British Scots, and devoted the rest of his life,
until his death in 597, to the conversion of the Picts. Two and a
half centuries after the Picts had learnt their faith from the Scots,
\they obtained a Scot for their king. In 844 Kenneth Mac Alpine
(that is, son of Alpine), King of the Scots, succeeded through his
Union of the Mother to the Pictish kingdom beyond Drumalban.
Picts and His successor continued to rule Pictland as well as
e Scotland, and as they were Scots by race, and the
difference between the two peoples was not very great, Picts and
Scots were gradually fused into one people. The result was that
the whole of the population north of Forth and Clyde acquired
the name of Scots, and their country was called Scotland. For
many centuries, however, the Irish continued to be called Scots,
until at last confusion was avoided by the term becoming gradually
restricted to their brethren in northern Britain.

14. By the end of the sixth century the British islands
were settling down into something like their modern divisions.
Seaivnin gs There was an England, much smaller than modern
of England, England, though extending further northwards to the
Wales, Scot- Firth of Forth, and gradually making its way west-
lliglds.’n?d ward at the expense of the Welsh. There was a Wales,

much bigger than the modern Wales, but cut into
three portions by the fights at Chester and Deorham, with the result
that the largest of the three, represented by the modern Wales,
became in a special sense the representative of the ancient Britons.
There was a new Scotland, comprising the lands beyond Forth and
Clyde, and Ireland, though still a land of Scots, became quite
separated from it.

15. In all these districts, Anglian and Saxon, British and
Goidelic, the land was split up into many small states, constantly
Why Eng- at war with each other, and filling the country with
land be- ceaseless confusion. ‘While the Celtic states, owing to
came the the strength of the tribal system, seldom showed any
SEEENet. tendency to be drawn together, the English tribes,
on the contrary, began almost from the beginning to unite with
each other, and so bring about the beginnings of greater unity.
The Celts were Christians, and infinitely more civilized and culti-
vated than their enemies; but they lacked the political capacity and
persistent energy which made the English stronger in building up
a state. The result was that supremacy fell more and more into
English hands. While the struggles of Celtic chieftains resulted
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in nothing at all save bloodshed and confusion, the equally cruel
fighting between the English tribes led to the absorption of the
weaker into the stronger kingdoms, and so prepared the way for
the growth of English unity. This tendency became the more
active when the conversion of the English to Christianity gave
them a common faith and a common Church organization. In the
next chapter we shall see how the early steps towards English unity
were made, and how the English became Christians.



CHAPTER IV

THE EARLY OVERLORDSHIPS AND THE
CONVERSION OF THE ENGLISH TO
CHRISTIANITY (597-821).

<Chief Dates:
597. Death of St. Columba and landing of St. Augustine.
627. Conversion of Edwin.
664. Synod of Whitby.
668. Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury,
685. Death of Ecgfrith.
757. Death of Ethelbald of Mercia.
796. Death of Offa.
821. Death of Cenulf.

1. WE have seen how numerous were the kingdoms set up by the
English who conquered southern Britain. The settlement was,
The first however, hardly completed when a strong tendency
steps to- towards amalgamation set in among them. In all
wards Eng-  cases the union of kingdoms was due to conquest by a
sty Ui stronger and more vigorous king. It was rarely, how-
ever, that such a monarch was able to effect a complete subjection
of his weaker neighbours. In most instances he was content with
forcing his defeated enemy to acknowledge his superiority, and
perhaps to pay him tribute. Thus more frequent than downright
conquests of one kingdom by another was the establish-
E%:;%f,g ment of such overlordships on the part of a more
ships of one vigorous state over feebler kingdoms. Of brief duration
;‘Ifgfhger and indefinite meaning, these overlordships were of
e importance in preparing the way to more complete con-
.quest. By these processes the original kingdoms of the settlers
were by the early part of the seventh century reduced to seven in
number. These were the states long known as the
E;:f;‘é%ged Heptarchy, a word intended to mean a land divided
* into seven kingdoms. In reality, however, the “ Hep-
‘tarchicé” states represent not the first but the second stage of the
2
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history of the English in Britain. They were Northumbria, Mercia,
‘Wessex, East Anglia, Hssex, Kent, and Sussex, and among them
the first three were very much stronger than the last four.

2. Northumbria, or Nerthumberland—that is, the land north
of the Humber—was formed by Althelfrith, king of Bernicia
(593-617), conquering his southern neighbowrs in
Deira, and driving their king into exile. It was the :él:t::vonger
great power gained by Athelfrith after this victory Northumbria
which enabled him to defeat the Welsh at Chester, and under
add the lands between Ribble and Dee to his kingdom. paaazy
But he had so much to do fighting the Welsh and
Scots that he had little leisure to concern himself with the affairs
of his southern neighbours. :

3. In the south, Ceawlin, king of the West Saxons (560-593),
played rather earlier a similar part to that of Atthelfrith in
the north. Wessex had long been extending itself e
beyond its original scanty limits. It absorbed the ypgep
Jutish kingdom of Wight and the Saxon kingdom of Ceawlin,
Swrrey ; but its main advance was at the expense of i
the Welsh. By this time the districts now comprised in Wiltshire,
Berkshire, and Dorsetshire had been added to Cerdic’s original
kingdom. Moreover, for a time, Wessex crossed the middle and
upper Thames, and extended into midland distriets that finally
became Mercian. The victory of Deorham made Gloucestershire
and part of Somerset included within Wessex, so that Ceawlin
is as much the creator of the later Wessex as Aithelfrith is of .
Northumbria.

4. More than a generation after this, a similar process in the
midlands created a third great English state in Mercia. Up to the
days of its king, Penda (626-655), Mercia was only pepeia under
a little Anglian kingdom in the upper Trent valley. Penda,

By a series of successful wars, Penda destroyed the Y
power of nearly all the other Anglian monarchs in middle England.
Moreover, he wrested from the West Saxons some of their conquests
from the Welsh in the lower Severn valley, and took from the Nor-
thumbrians a good deal of what Zthelfrith had won at Chester.
“The result of his work was to create a greater Mercia that included
the whole of middle England. So completely was this conquest
effected that the very names and boundaries of the kingdoms
conquered by Penda became almost forgotten.

5. Northumbria, Mercia, and Wessex became the three great
English states; but;the little kingdoms of/the south-east, East
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Anglia, Essex, Kent, and Sussex, were so well established and
50 clearly marked out by natural boundaries that they long
The king-  continued {o maintain their individuality. Downright
doms of the conquest was here extremely difficult, but the abler
south-2ast.  yinos succeeded in turn in setting up an overlord-
ship over their neighbours. Sussex and Essex were too weak to
accomplish anything, but one vigorous king gave to Kent, and
another procured for East Anglia, a brief period of supremacy.
Profiting by the confusion that fell over Wessex after Ceawlin’s
Ethelbert death, Ethelbert, king of the Kentishmen, defeated
and Red- his West Saxon neighbours and ruled as overlord
wald, 616.  ovor the kingdoms of the south-east. His power is
shown by the fact that he was the first English king who had
any dealings with the continent, choosing as his wife, Bertha, the
daughter of one of the Frankish kings ruling over Gaul. On .
Ethelbert’'s death in 616, his power passed to Redwald, the king
of the East Anglians. To Ceawlin, Ethelbert, and Redwald the
name of Bretwalda, or ruler of the Britons, has sometimes been
given by later writers. It has, of course, no appropriateness
except in the case of the conqueror of the Britons at Deorham, but
it shows the impression left by their power.
6. Though planted for a century and a half in a land once
Christian, the English still remained heathens at the end of the
. sixth century. They scorned to accept the religion
'é:ifcegflc of the conquered Britons, and the Welsh had no wish
to share with their hated supplanters the benefits
of their faith. Yet the Welsh were ardent Christians, and the
‘Welsh Church attained the highest of its power and influence by
this period. It was the great age of the Welsh saints, such as
David, the founder of the bishopric of St. David’s; Daniel, first
bishop of Bangor ; Dyvrig, bishop of Llandaff, and Kentigern, first
bishop of Glasgow, then a British town, and afterwards the founder
of the see called from his disciple and successor, St. Asaph. Even
more flourishing was the state of the Church in Ireland, where
Columba, the missionary of the Picts and the founder of the abbey
of Tona, was the greatest of a long catalogue of Irish saints.
Celtic Britain was, however, so far cut off from the continent that
it developed during these years a type of Christianity of its own,
differing in some respects from the Church of the western world,
which was attaining increased unity and vigour under the supre-
macy of the popes or bishops of Rome. The Celtic Church took
little heed: of ;what the Roman Church was;doing. It celebrated
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the Easter feast according to a different calculation from that which
was accepted on the continent. It was so much influenced by the
monastic movement that the bishops of the Church, especially in
Ireland, became in practice subordinate to the abbots, who, though
simple priests, ruled over the great houses of religion that Celtic
piety had established. Thus Columba, priest and abbot only,
governed all the churches of the Scots of the Highlands and also
over his converts the Picts. His death in 597 is doubly memorable
because in that same year the first effort was made to preach
Christianity to the English.

7. Bertha, the wife of Ethelbert of Kent, was, like all the
Franks, a Christian, and a Christian bishop went over with her to
Kent as her chaplain. For his wife's use Ethelbert
set apart a church, deserted since the English con- gf;g,’:eg{"d
quest, which still remained erect in the old Roman ;
city of Durovernum, from which Ethelbert ruled over the Kentish-
men, and which the English now called Canterbury—that is, the
borough of the Kentishmen. But though tolerant to his wife’s
faith, he showed no disposition to embrace it.

8. The power of Rome still counted for much, and the Roman
Empire, after it had ceased to rule the West, still went on in the
East, though the emperors had abandoned Italy, and gpegory the
now lived at Constantinople. Their withdrawal made Greatand
the pope the greatest man in Rome, and by this time Augustine.
the influence of Rome in the West meant that of the Roman
bishop even more than that of the emperor. It happened that
one of the greatest of all the popes was ruling the Church while
Ethelbert was king of Kent. This was Gregory I., or the Great,
whose high character, strong will, and profound earnestness did
much to extend permanently the influence of the Roman see over
Christendom. Gregory still looked upon Britain as part of the
Roman Empire, and was pained that a once Christian province had
fallen largely into the hands of heathen barbarians. Accordingly
he set Augustine, abbot of a Roman monastery which Gregory
himself had founded, at the head of a band of monks, and in-
structed them to make their way to Britain and preach the gospel
to the English heathens. In 597 Augustine and his companions
landed in Kent, at Ebbsfleet in Thanet, where it was believed that
Hengist and Horsa had landed a century and a half earlier.
Ethelbert welcomed the missionaries, and allowed them to preach
freely to all who chose to listen to them. Meanwhile the monks
lived at Canterbury, hard by the king's court; and before long the
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example of their pious and unselfish lives induced Ethelbert and
The conver- oSt of his subjects o receive baptism. After the
sion of king’s conversion Augustine crossed over to Gaul,
;(:é“%si%z{’ whence he soon came back to England as archbishop

* of the English Church. He built his cathedral at
Canterbury, which, as the capital of the first Christian king among
the English, remained ever after the chief bishopric of the English
Church. Before long another bishopric was set up at Rochester,
which, as its name shows, was also an old Roman city, and before
long the new faith spread beyond Kent to the dependent kingdom
of Essex, over which Ethelbert’s influence was strong. The East
Saxon bishopric was set up at London, the commercial capital of
the land since Roman times.

9. Before long the East Angles began to turn Christians also,
but their king, Redwald, though professing the Christian faith,
Tholeorvers also continued to worship idols. Redwald was astrong
'sion of ruler, and after Ethelbert’s death the overlordship of
fﬁ?i&’e 627, south-eastern Britain passed over to him. He gave
supremacy Shelter to Edwin, son of the king of Deira, whom
of Northum- ZEthelfrith of Bernicia drove out of his home when
e, he united the northern kingdoms with Northumbria.
Athelfrith went to war against Redwald when he refused to yield
up the fugitive, but at a battle on the Xdle, near Retford, Althel-
frith was slain. Thereupon, with Redwald’s help, Edwin made
himself king over all Northumbria. He married the daughter of
Ethelbert of Kent, whose name was Ethelburga. Being a Christian
this lady took with her to her husband’s court at York a
Christian monk, called Paulinus, as her chaplain. Before long the
influence of his wife and Paulinus prevailed over Edwin, and in
627 the Northumbrian king received baptism from Paulinus, who
was soon consecrated archbishop of York. In a short time most of
Beginnings Deira was won over to the new faith. This triumph
of the Nor- Was the more important since the newly converted ruler
thumbrian  soon proved a mighty warrior. When Redwald died,
overlordship. piqwin became the strongest of the kings of the Eng-
lish. Under him a more real overlordship over the lesser kingdoms
was set up than that which had prevailed under any earlier
monarchs. To him and his two successors the title of Bretwalda
was also sometimes given.

10. Augustine was already dead, but Paulinus was one of his
followers, and his conversion of the Deirans was the greatest result
of the mission which his master, had led: from Rome to England.
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To have done so much in so short a time might well seem to be
a great success; but Pope Gregory had formed even more ambi-
tious schemes for Augustine than the good monk was

able to carry out. Gregory expected Augustine to ';L’Qéffs?o?‘e
convert all the English, to make friends with the the Augus-
British Christians, and to set up two archbishops and tx'lnri’;;x:: u
twenty-four bishops, under whom the whole Church of i
Britain was to be governed. But Augustine had only taught Chris-
tianity to the little kingdoms of the south-east, and, though he met
some of the Welsh bishops at a conference, he had been unable to
establish friendly relations with them. They rejected his claims
to be their snperior, and Augustine, denouncing them as schismatics
who stood outside the true Church, prophesied terrible disasters if
they would not join with him in converting the English. The
victory of the heathen Acthelfrith over the Welsh a few years later
at Chester seemed to the Christians of Kent only a fulfilment of
Augustine’s prophecy. Under these circumstances there was no
chance of carrying out Gregory’s scheme for bringing all the
Churches of Britain into one fold.

11. Even in Kent and Essex many fell away from the faith
after Augustine’s death. The English converts found that the
Christian missionaries wished them to give up many penda and
of their old customs, and held up to their admiration the heathen
humble and weak saints whom they despised as Feaction.
useless for fighting. A great heathen reaction arose, and the old
king of the Mercians, Penda, whose victories had made him master
of central England, made himself the champion of the grim gods
of pagan Germany. The power of the Christian king, Edwin, had
grown so great that all his neighbours were afraid of him,and
Penda hated Edwin both asa Christian and as the enemy of Mercia.
Edwin had also won victories over the Welsh, and harried the
‘Welsh king, Cadwallon, so much that he forgot his Christian faith,
and made a league with the heathen Penda against the Northum-
brians. It was the first time that Englishmen and pgytie of
Welshmen had fought on the same side, after nearly Heathfield,
two centuries of bitter hostility. The combination 533
was irresistible. TIn 633 Penda and Cadwallon defeated and slew
Edwin at the battle of Heathfield, in southern Yorkslrire.

12. For a year Welsh and Mercians cruelly devas- ggwald of
tated Northumbria. Christianity was almost blotted Northum-
out, and Paulinus fled to Kent, where he died bishop Pria-
of the little see ‘of Rochester,  In" 635, liowever, a saviour arose
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for the north in Oswald, the son of the mighty Athelfrith, who,
on Edwin’s accession, had been driven into exile among the
Scots of Britain. In a battle at Heavenfield, near the Roman wall,
Oswald overthrew the British king, and henceforth reigned as king
over the Northumbrians. Cadwallon was the last British king who
was able to seriously check the course of the English conquest. After
his death the Welsh of Cumbria were forced to accept Oswald as
their lord. Thus, though Penda was still unsubdued, the son of
Aithelfrith succeeded to most of the power of his rival Edwin.

13. Oswald was as good a Christian as Edwin, and; after his
accession, the new faith was once more preached in Northumbria.
Aidan and  But Oswald had learnt his religion after a different
the Scottish fashion from that in which his predecessor had been
e ions taught. He had been instructed in the faith at
Tona, the great Scottish island monastery where the successor of
Columba still ruled over the Churches of the north ; and when he
became king, Scottish monks from Tona came at his bidding into
Northumbria, and took up the work laid down by the Roman mis-
sionaries. Their chief, Aidan, became bishop of the Northumbrias,
and set up his cathedral in the little island of Lindisfarne, off the
coast of Bernicia. Before long his zeal and piety had won most
of Bernicia to the Christian faith.

14. The work of Oswald and Aidan was soon cut short. In 642
there was a fresh war with the Mercians, and Penda slew Oswald
at the battle ¢ * Maserfield, near Oswestry. Again there
was a period of terrible confusion in Northumbria,
but again a strong king was found in Oswald’s brother
Oswiu, who in 655 defeated and killed Penda at Winwood. On
the Mercian’s death the Northumbrian overlordship, which had
gone on fitfully despite the victories of the heathen king, was
established on a more solid basis than ever. It lasted for the rest
of Oswin’s reign, and also for that of his son and successor,
Ecgfrith. During this period the conversion of the English was
completed, and the Church established on a firm and solid footing.

15. Even during Penda’s lifetime the Christian missionaries
had no need to despair. Though no saint like Oswald, Oswiu was
The final a good friend of the Christians, and even in Mercia
conversion the new religion had made such progress that in his
gigm"h“m' old age Penda.had been compelled to tolerate it.

: Penda’s son and successor was a Christian, and wel-
comed the Scottish and Northumbrian missionaries that Oswiu
sent, to_his people. The most famous, of these was Ceadda, or

Penda and
Oswiu.
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Chad, who became famous as the apostle of Mercia and the patron
saint of the Mercian bishopric at Lichfield. Though an English-
man, Chad had been brought up by Scottish monks, and thus was
friendly to the customs of the Celtic Church.

16. By this time the other English kingdoms had become
Christian also. Some of them were converted by Scottish mis-
sionaries ; others by Roman teachers from Kent or the pio o000,
continent. Thus East Anglia was won over by Felix, conversion
a Burgundian; Wessex by Birinus, 2 Roman ; while of the rest
Cedd, a brother of Chad, had revived the waning Rk e
faith of the East Saxons; and Wilfrid of Ripon, a Northumbrian
monk who was an eager friend of the Roman usages, converted
the South Saxons, the last Englishmen to give up their ancient
gods. But there was no order or method in this piecemeal process
of conversion. KEach state had its own bishop, whether it was a
great state like Mercia, or a little state like Sussex. The
successor of Augustine at Canterbury, though still called arch-
bishop, had small power outside Kent, and was in practice little more
than bishop of the Kentishmen. All over the north and midlands
there were eager champions both of the Roman and of the Scottish
Easter, and it seemed as if the war between Christian and heathen
was only to be succeeded by war between the two rival forms of
Christianity.

17. Oswiu was only a rough warrior, but he saw the need of
stopping the conflict of Scot and Roman, and in 664 summoned
a synod, or Church council, of both parties in the
Church to Streoneshalch, on the coast of Deira, better a}'}’l‘i‘:g;’fset
known by its later Danish name of Whitby. His object
in doing this was that he might hear what was to be said in favour of
their teaching, and so make up his mind as to which form of the faith
he should adopt. The chief point of dispute was the right time of
celebrating Easter. Wilfrid of Ripon upheld the Roman usage;
the Scottish bishop Colman, Aidan’s successor at Lindisfarne,
pleaded for the traditions of Columba, and Chad of Lichfield
sought to mediate between the two. At last Oswin declared in
favour of the Roman Easter, whereupon Colman and the Scots
withdrew to Tona. Oswiu was strong enough to make all England
accept his decision, and this secured that English Christianity
should follow Rome and not Iona. This was a good thing, for
though the Scottish monks were the saintliest of men and the best
of missionaries, their Church had more faith and enthusiasm than
-order or method, 7In" declaring ‘forthe Roman  Easter, Oswiu

’ D
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prevented. the English Church being cut off from the Church of
the world at large. He secured for England the priceless blessings
of order and civilization, which were in those days represented by
Rome. Before long the Roman Easter was accepted even by the
Scots and Britons. Thus all the Churches of the British Islands
were brought into the same system.

18. Four years after the synod of Whithy, a Greek, Theodore
of Tarsus, a native of the city where St. Paul had been born,
The work of Was sent from Rome as archbishop of Canterbury.
Theodore  Lheodore was a much wiser and stronger man than
ggs'f_%gsous- any of the other early bishops of the English. He

3 made friends with Oswiu, and after that king’s death
in 671, became equally intimate with his son Eegfrith. Archbishop
for more than twenty years, Theodore was able, before his death in
690, to organize the English Church in a very satisfactory fashion.
He divided all England into bishopries, and set up several different
bishops in each of the three great kingdoms. He forced every
bishop in England to pay obedience to the archbishop of Canter-
bury, who in those days was the only archbjshop in the land. He
set up schools for the training of the clergy, and took care that
each bishop should have a number of priests and monks to work
under him. It has sometimes been said that Theodore divided
England into parishes, each under its priest; but this was done
very gradually, and not until long after Theodore’s day. Theodore
also provided that the clergy of the English Church should meet
from time to time in national councils. This was very important,
since it bronght Englishmen, subject to different kings, into close
contact with each other. Thus Theodore united England under a
single Church long before she had become united into a single
kingdom. He could not have done his work so effectively but for -
the power of the Northumbrian kings, whose overlordship was a
real step towards political unity.

19. From Theodore’s time onward, the English Church pros-
pered greatly. Xt soon became unnecessary for England to get its
The glories bishops from abroad, and Theodore’s successors were
of the 01d  nearly all Englishmen. During the eighth century
‘éggnsl‘: the Church of England became a pattern to all the

P West. It sent out missionaries who made Germany a
Christian land, the chief of these being Boniface, the first archbishop
of Mainz, who did for the German Church what Theodore did for the
Church of England, Famous monasteries and schools arose in Eng-
land, and especially in Northumbrin, which were filled with learned
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and pious men. In one monastery at Whithy, ruled by a royal
abbess named Hilda, dwelt Caedmon, a poor lay brother, whose
rare gift for song made him the greatest of the old English poets.
In another, Jarrow-on-the-Tyne, lived the monk Bede, the first
English historian, whose Ecclesiastical History of the English People
tells us nearly all that we know of our history up to his own life-
time. Another distinguished Englishman of those days was Egbert,
bishop of York, who won back for his Church the position of an
archbishoprie, which it had held under Paulinus, though for many
centuries the archbishops of York were bound to profess obedience
to the archbishops of Canterbury. Under Egbert the schools of
York became very famous, and one of their disciples, Alcuin, was
so well known for his learning that he was called from York
to Gaul to be the head of the school which Charles the Great,
the famous king of the Franks, set up in his palace. Thus
England, which previously had been barbarous and ignorant,
became, after its conversion, a centre of light and learning to all
western Europe. . !
20. The eighth century was the great age of the Northumbrian
Church, but the Northumbrian political supremacy had utterly
passed away. = Oswin was the last Northumbrian king
to be called Bretwalda, though his son Ecgfrith (671~ ggﬁ%};"
685) was not much less powerful than his father. In and the fall
685, however, Ecgfrith tried to conquer the Picts, but gf’]Northum-
was defeated, and met his death at the battle of supz!émacy.
Nectansmere. None of his successors were strong
enough even to rule his own kingdom.

GENEALOGY OF CHIEF NORTHUMBRIAN KINGS

ZATHELFRITH.

OswaALD. OswIu.

EcGeFRITH.

21. Mercia soon stepped into the place of supremacy left vacant
by the fall of Northumbrian greatness. Ever since the victories
of Penda she had been a great state, though over- the Mercian
shadowed by the superior power of the Northumbrians. overlord-
For the greater part of the eighth century Mercia ship.
was by far the strongest of all the English kingdoms. - During-most
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of this period she was ruled by two great kings, each of whom
Under reigned for an exceptionally long period. The first of
Ethelbald, these, Ethelbald (716-757), became so powerful that
716-757, he was not content to be called king of the Mercians,
but styled himself “king of all the South English.” Under his

NORTHUMBRIA
Sketch Map showing position of Nectansmere.

successor, Offa the Mighty (757-796), the Mercian supremacy

attained its culminating point. Offa drove the
‘;;‘.“.i_ ?&9." Northumbrians out of the lands that now form

southern Lancashire, and incorporated them with his
kingdom. He conquered from the West Saxons all their territories
north of the Thames, which henceforward remained the boundary
of the/ftwo states. He made Shrewsbury an English town, driving
the Welsh from the middle Severn valley, and digging, it is said,
a deep ditch and mound, called Offa’s Dyke, between the mouth of
the Dee and the mouth of the Wye, to separate Mercia and Wales.
He slew the king of the East Angles, and annexed Kent. He
appointed two sons-in-law as dependent kings over Wessex and
Northumbria. In every way he exercised more authority over the
rest of England than any king before his days. He was one
of ;the: few: Old- English kings/ powerful- enough:to-have much
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influence beyond sea. The great Frankish king, Charles the
Great, was his friend, and often corresponded with him. Though
a fierce warrior, like all the great Mercians, Offa was a good friend
of the Church, and built the abbey of St. Alban’s in honour of
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the first British martyr. Offa thought it unworthy of the great-
ness of Mercia that it should be subject to an archbishop who
lived outside Mercia. He therefore persuaded the pope to make
Lichfield, the chief Mercian see, an archbishopric. If this plan
had succeeded, each of the three chief states of England would have
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had an archbishop of its own, for Northumbria had its primate
at York, and Canterbury, cut off from ruling the Midlands, would
soon have become the archbishopric of the West Saxons only.
The result of this would have been to destroy the unity of the
English Church as established by Theodore. ILuckily Offa’s plan
did not last long, for only one archbishop ever sat at Lichfield.

22, Offa’s successor, Cenulf (796-821), was less powerful than
he, and was so much afraid of the persistent hostility of Canterbury
Chrulf, that he gave up the plan of maki.pg Lichfield an arch-
796-821, bishopric. When Cenulf died, Mércia fell into anarchy,
and the fall just as Northumbria had done after the death of
of Mocacs Ecgfrith. Supremacy depended mainly on the character
of the king, and no kingdom had the good luck to have an
uninterrupted succession of kings strong enough to rule their
neighbours. But each fresh overlordship was a fresh step towards
the unity of England, and Offa had done much towards it by
breaking down the power of the lesser kingdoms. The smaller
“ heptarchic” states had by this time ceased to have any real
independence. Only the three great states counted any longer.
Of these Northumbria and Mercia had exhausted themselves, so
that soon after Cenulf’s death supremacy once more passed south-
wards, when the supremacy of Wessex succeeded upon that of the
midland and the northern kingdoms.



CHAPTER V

THE WEST SAXON OVERLORDSHIP AND
THE DANISH INVASIONS (802-899)

Chief Dates:
802. Accession of Egbert.
825. Battle of Ellandune.
858. Death of Ethelwulf.
871. Alfred’s year of battles.
878. Treaty of Chippenham.
886. Alfred and Guthrum’s Peace.
899. Death of Alfred.
911. Normandy established.

1. DuriNe the Northumbrian overlordship Wessex was steadily
making its way westwards at the expense of the West Welsh, and °
eastwards at the cost of the little Saxon and Jutish

kingdoms of the south-east. Its progress was stayed &':S;’L‘c’:'of
for a time when its neighbour, Mercia, replaced
Nerthumbria as the supreme state among the English. During
this period Wessex was forced to surrender to Mercia the West
Saxon lands north of the Thames and its supremacy over Kent
and the little kingdoms of the south-east. On the west, however,
Wessex did not cease its gradual conquests over the West Welsh.
It was during the eighth century that Wessex added to its posses-
sions all that is now Somersetshire and the south-east parts of
Devonshire, including Exeter and Crediton.

2. The worst blow to West Saxon power was when Offa set
up his son-in-law as its king, and drove beyond the seas the Athel-
ing (prince) Egbert, who was forced to live many rpe reign
years as an exile at the court of Charles the Great, of Egbert,
the king of the Franks. When Eghert was still with 802-839.
Charles, the great Frankish king was crowned Roman emperor at
Rome on Christmas Day, 800, by the pope. Two years later, after
his rival’s death, Egbert was called home to be made king of the
West Saxons (802). A skilful statesman and a bold warrior, he
employed the first years of his reign in waging war against, the

' 39



40 THE WEST SAXONS AND THE DANES [823-

‘West Welsh, whose power he broke for ever, conquering all
Devonshire up to the Tamar, and forcing the still unsubdued
Cornishmen to pay him tribute. After Cenulf’s death in 821,
Mercia fell into such confusion that Egbert was tempted to attack
B g In 823 he defeated the Mercians at a great battle
of the West at Ellandune (Ellingdon near Swindon), in Wiltshire.
Saxon supre- The Mercian supremacy collapsed in that single day,
macy, 825.  ,nq henceforth Egbert was overlord, or Bretwalda,
over all the English 'and most of the Welsh. Kent, Sussex,
Essex were reconquered by Wessex; East Anglia, in its hatred
of Mercia, willingly yielded to West Saxon supremacy; the Nor-
thumbrians submitted as soon as a West Saxon army approached
their sonthern frontier; and the Welsh of North Wales were
forced to make humble submission. Thus began that West Saxon
overlordship out of which ultimately grew the united English
monarchy.

3. Despite all his triumphs, Eghert did not die in peace.
Though no foes ventured to stand up against him in Britain, new
R InAngs enemies came from beyond the sea, whose ravages
of the soon threatened to undermine the West Saxon power.
Danishin-  After some centuries of rest, fresh swarms of Teutonic
5 i barbarians began to seek for spoil in the lands which
had once acknowledged Rome as their master. These were the
fierce pirates known in England as Danes, in Germany as Fast-
men, and Gaul as the Northmen. They came from Scandinavia,
both from Norway and from Denmark. These regions were at
this period much in' the same condition as North Germany had
been four centuries before, when it sent the Angles and Saxons to
the shores of Britain. The country was too poor and remote to
satisfy the wants of its inhabitants, who gradually got into the
habit of seeking plunder and adventure at the expense of more fertile
and sunny districts. The road by land southwards to the continent
was blocked by the armies of Charles the Great, so the Norsemen
took to the sea, and sought out the coasts of Britain and Ireland
as places where booty might be won at no great risk to themselves.
Greedy, ferocious, but terribly efficient, they could generally break
down the resistance offered to them. They were still heathens,
and took special delight in plundering Christian churches and
monasteries. Before Offa’s death they had begun to devastate
Northumbria. In the latter years of Eghert they ventured to
attack Wessex itself. The Cornish Welsh were so afraid of Egbert
that they gladly . made . common , cause with' the .new-comers.
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Egbert's last victory was gained at Hengston Dewn, in East Corn-
wall, over a joint force of Danes and Cornishmen.

4. Two years afterwards, in 839, the great king died, leaving to
his pious and gentle son, Ethelwulf (839-858), the task of dealing
with these terrible foes. Ethelwulf was a well-mean- rhe peign of
ing king, but he was not strong enough te uphold Ethelwulf,
‘West Saxon supremacy against such formidable rivals. L
He gained some victories over them, but the pirates soon found that
they had only to persevere in their incursiens to obtain what they
sought. At first they had come in summer-time as plunderers, and
were content to sail home in autumn, with their ships laden with
booty, that they might revel in their own homes all through the dark
and long northern winter. Before long they began to winter in
England, and thereby found that the land was a pleasanter place to
live in than their own country. Thus, like the English before
them, they ceased to be mere plunderers, and began to wish to
make settlements.

5. Great changes in Scandinavia soon increased the desire of the
Danes to win new homes outside their mother-country. Up to this
time Danes and Norsemen had been split up intoa ., .
large number of little states, ruled by petty chieftains, migrations
called jarls. But now some of the chieftains proved of the ninth
themselves stronger than their rivals, fought against gentiEly
them, and conquered them after the same fashion in which some
of the English kingdoms were constantly bringing their weaker
neighbeurs into subjection. Before long there was a single king
governing all Norway, another all Denmark, and another all
Sweden. The most famous of these was Harold Fairhair
(860-872), the first king of all Norway. So sternly did Harold
rule over the cenquered tribes that the freedom-loving Norse-
men bitterly resented his supremacy. As they were unable to
overthrow him in his own land, many of them abandgned their
native valleys, and sought out new abodes for themselves in the
lands which they had already got to know during their plundering
expeditions. Thus the latter part of the ninth century saw a
great Norse migration, which profoundly affected the whole of
western Europe. The first places chosen for these new settlements
were the islands that were nearest to the coasts of Norway. After
this fashion Iceland, hitherto almost uninhabited, became a Norse
island, and ultimately the special home of the bravest, strengest,
and most typical of the Scandinavian race. Some of the Nersemen
made their 'way. beyond Iceland, settled in. Greenland, and sent
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out explorers, who discovered, five centuries before Columbus, the
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continent of North
America. The dis-
tricts at which they
touched, which were
afterwards called New
England, they called
Vinland, the land of
the vine.

6. More important
for us than the move-
ment westward was
the migration south-
ward, which now
made the Faroe
Islands, Orkney and
Shetland the homes
of Norse settlers. Be-
fore long the hardy
seamen made their
way to the coasts of
Britain. They estab-
lished themselves on
the mainland of the
extreme north, driv-
ing out the Celts from
the northern parts of
the modern Scotland,
and establishing the
Norse tongue and the
Norse people in Cazth-
ness and Sutherland.
This latter district,
the southland, marked
the southern limit of
their settlements on
the mainland, But
along the western sea-
board of Scotland the
Norsemen penetrated
very much further.
They settled in the
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Hebrides, and pushed their way from island to island until they
had conquered the Isle of Man. Ireland, which had learnt little
from the Romans save the Christian faith, and had The Norse
stood outside the range of the English conquest, was settlements
now at last brought into the general current of great In Cdeltlc
European movements by the establishment of Norse -
settlements upon its coasts. However, in Ireland, as in the
Hebrides and southern islands, the invaders did not utterly dis-
place the former inhabitants as the English had done in south-
eastern Britain, and the Norse in Orkney, Shetland, and Caithness.
Side by side with the new Danish states, the old Celtic tribal
states still lived on; and perpetual wars were waged for many
centuries between the new-comers and the older inhabitants.

7. At last South Britain itself was exposed to the Norse
migration. The dependent kingdoms of the north-east of England
were not strong enough to resist it, and before long
Fast Anglia, southern Northumbria, and the northern sogirst
parts of Mercia ‘were conquered by the Danes. Nor in Engiand
were the British islands alone exposed to Danish settle- 2ndthe
ment. Other swarms of Norsemen sought out new y
abodes on the Continent. A Swedish chief, named Rurik, congnered
the Slavs on the east of the Baltic, and laid the foundations of the
modern Russia. In the next generation they set up a Scandi-
navian state npon the north coast of Gaul, which took the name of
Normandy, or land of the Northmen.

8. Wessex was the last English state to feel the impact of the
victorious Scandinavians. Yet even in Ethelwulf’s lifetime Danish
armies had taken up their winter quarters within his
dominions, as, for example, in 855, when the Northmen
settled for the cold season in Sheppey, an island off
the coast of Kent, which had now virtually become a part of the
‘West Saxon realm. During the short reigns of Ethelwulf’s sons
the full force of the Norse migration threatened Wessex with the
fate of East Anglia and Mercia.

9. Ethelwulf died in 858, and was succeeded by his four sons in
succession. After the Frankish fashion, he divided his dominions,
making his eldest son, Ethelbald, king of the West 1he sons of
Saxons, while Ethelbert, the second, became under- Ethelwulf,
king of Kent. But after a short reign of two years 858-899.
Ethelbald died, whereupon Ethelbert became king of Wessex from
860 to 866. He was in turn succeeded by Ethelred, king of Wessex
from 866 to 871. - On Ethelred’s death, Alfred- obtained possession

The attack
on Wessex.
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of the throne, and ruled until 839. During the first three of these
reigns the Danes perpetually troubled Wessex; but it was not
until the last year of Ethelred’s reign that they began the
systematic conquest of that kingdom. Ethelred, a strenuous and
mighty warrior, withstood the invaders with rare spirit and with
partial success, and was ably supported by his younger brother,
Alfred’s the Atheling Alfred. In onememorable year, 871, the
year of ‘West Saxons fought nine pitched battles against the
battles, 871. Danes. The most famous of these was the battle of
Ashdown on the Berkshire downs, where the invaders were so
rudely repulsed that they withdrew for a time to their camp at
Reading. Within a fortnight, however, they resumed the attack,
and, after another fierce fight, Ethelred died, worn out with the
strain and exposure involved in the resistance to them. Alfred, his
fellow-worker, then a young man of twenty-three, at once assumed
the monarchy of the West Saxons. He assailed the Danes so
fiercely that they were glad to make peace and withdraw over the
Thames. For the next few years they left Wessex to itself.
During this period they completed the conquest of Mercia by
dividing its lands amongst their leaders. When this process was
once accomplished, Wessex was once more to feel the weight of
their power.

10. In January, 878, the Danes again invaded Wessex. They
were led by a famous chieftain, Guthrum, and fought under a
Alfred saves banner bearing the sigm of a raven. It was unusual
Wessex, in those days to fight in winter, and Alfred was un-
878, prepared for their sudden onslaught. He was driven
from Chippenham, where he was residing, and forced to withdraw,
while the enemy overran his kingdom. But even in this crisis he
kept up his courage. 'With a little band he made his way by wood
and swamp to Athelney, an island amidst the marches of Mid
Somerset, at the confluence of* the Tone and Parret. There he
built a fort, from which he kept fighting against the foe. Before
long he was able to abandon his refuge and gather an army round
him. In May he defeated Guthrum in a pitched battle at Edington
in Wiltshire. The Danes fled in confusion to Chippenham, where
they had entrenched a camp, and were pursued and besieged by
Alfred. After a fortnight’s siege, Guthrum was willing to make
peace with his enemy. The Danes “ swore mighty oaths that they
would quit Alfred’s realm, and that their king should receive
baptism.” Alfred stood godfather to Guthrum, and entertained
him at Wedmore, in Somerset, for twelve days. For this reason
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the treaty between Alfred and the Danes is often called the treaty
of Wedmore. By it the Danes not only agreed to withdraw from
‘Wessex; they left southern and western Mercia in the hands of
Alfred, and contented themselves with the northern and eastern
districts of Mercia, where they had already made an effective
settlement. But they kept their hold over Essex and London, and
besides this, were rulers over eastern Mercia, East Anglia, and
Northumbria. Thus Alfred saved Wessex from the Danes, and in
saving his own kingdom, he preserved all England from becoming
a merely Danish land.

11. For a season there was peace between Alfred and the
Danes. Seven years later more fighting broke out, and Alfred once
more proved victorious. In 886 Guthrum was once Ajfred and
more forced to make a disadvantageous peace, by Guthrum’s
which he yielded up London and its neighbourhood to Feace, 886.
the West Saxons. By the second treaty, called Alfred and
Guihrum’s Peace, the boundary between Alfred’s kingdom and the
lands of the Danes was fixed as follows: It went up the Thames as
far as the river Lea, then up the Lea to its source, and thence to
Bedford, from which town it continued up the Ouse to Watling
Street. Beyond that it is not known for certain where the dividing-
line ran, but it is often thought that it followed the old Roman
road as far as Chester, which thus became the northern outpost of
Alfred’s kingdom. Thus West Saxon Mercia formed a great
triangle, whose base was the Thames, whose other sides were the
‘Watling Street and the Welsh frontier, and whose apex was the old
Roman city of Chester. Within these limits Alfred ruled as he
pleased. But the tradition of independence was still strong in
Mercia, and Alfred thought it wise to set up a separate government
for that part of the midland kingdom which now belonged to him.
He made Ethelred, a Mercian nobleman, alderman of the Mercians,
and ensured his fidelity by marrying him to his own daughter,
Ethelflaed. Before long the many princes of Wales submitted to
his overlordship, and promised to be as obedient to him as were .
Ethelred and his Mercians. Alfred thus ensured West Saxon
supremacy over all southern Britain that was not governed by the
Danes.

12. North of the boundary line the Danes still remained
masters. They ruled the country after the Danish fashion, divided
the lands among themselves, and forced the English The pane-
to work for them. The Danish districts were called law.
the Danelaw, because ithey were' governed according to the law of
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the Danes. But the Danelaw did not long keep itself distinct from
the rest of England. The Danish conquerors were fow in number,
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and not very different; either in language or in manners, from the
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English among whom they lived. They soon followed Guthrum’s
example, and became Christians. When they had renounced their
old heathen gods, the chief thing that separated them from the
English disappeared. Gradually they abandoned their own tongue
and used the language of the English, which was not very unlike
their own speech. The result was that English and Danes in the
Danelaw were joined together in a single people, differing only
from their West Saxon neighbours in the south because they still
retained something of the fierceness and energy of the Danish
pirates from whom some of them were descended. For many
generations the mixed Danes and English of the north and mid-
lands remained more warlike and vigorous than the sluggish West
Saxons of purer English descent. Finally, however, it only
became possible to distinguish the Danelaw from the rest of the
country by the occurrence qf certain Scandinavian suffixes in place-
names such as “by,” ‘“mness,” *force,” “thwaite,” and the like.
‘Wherever such forms cluster thickly, as in Yorkshire and the
northern midlands, there we know that the Danes had at one time
settled most numerously.

18. Though the men of the Danelaw were better fighters, the
greater civilization of the West Saxons still enabled them to
exercise influence over the ruder north country. More- Alfred’s
over, while Wessex remained under Alfred and his pestopation
successors a single state ruled by a strong king, the of West
Danelaw was broken up into many petty states, each supl?:macy.
governed by its own jarl, or alderman. This division
of the Danish power made it easy for Alfred to restore his overlord-
ship over northern and eastern England, so that before ke died he
held quite as strong a position as ever Egbert had done. Thus the
West Saxon supremacy, threatened with destruction by the Danish
invasion, was restored on a broader basis after a very few years.
The Danes had destroyed the old local lines of kings, whom Mercians
and East Anglians had so long obeyed. This made it easier for the
‘West Saxon kings to exercise authority over the north and east
than had been the case in earlier times. Alfred had, in fact, done
more than revive the overlordship of Egbert. He laid the founda-
tions of that single monarchy of all England which was soon to
become a reality under his son and grandson. “He was,” says
the English Chronicle, “ king over the whole kin of the English,
except that part which was under the sway of the Danes.” But
he still generally called himself “king of the West Saxons,” like
his predecessors.” His' self-restraintiwas wise, for the old English
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local feeling still remained very strong, and the new blood in the
Danelaw did something to strengthen it.

14. Alfred took care to prevent the renewal of Danish invasions
by devising improved ways of marshalling the “fyrd,” or local

Alfred’s militia, in which every free man was bound in those
military days to serve. This force he divided into two parts,
reforms.

¢so that always half were at home and half were on
service.” He also increased the number of fortresses in England.
Moreover, he saw that the best way of keeping the Norsemen out
of his kingdom was by building ships and trying to defeat the
enemy at sea, so as to prevent them landing at all. He caused a new
type of ships to be made, which were bigger and stronger than the
frail craft of the Danes. Yet all his pains could not prevent his
kingdom being assailed once more by a chieftain named Haesten,
His wars who, being driven from the continent in 892, tried to
with effect a regular conquest of Wessex. After a good
ggzes!.en, deal of bloodshed, Haesten withdrew baffled. After

. his failure little is heard of fresh Danish invasions for
the best part of a century. There was plenty of fichting between
English and Danes, but the Danes against whom Englishmen had
to contend were the Danes settled in England. The great period
of Danish settlement was at last over, not only in Britain, but also
Beginnings D the continent. There, in 911, the Norsemen,
of Nor- under the leadgrship of a sea-king named Rolf, made
mandy, 911. t}6ir last and most famous conquest in the lower part
of western France, on both sides of the lower Seine. From them
the land took its name of “ Normandy,” or “land of the Northmen,”
and its people were called Normans, a softened form of Northmen.
But just as the Norsemen in England quickly become English, so
did their kinsfolk in France quickly become French. We shall
see later how important these Normans became in English history.

15. In resisting the Danes, Alfred won great fame as a warrior
But there were many soldiers in that age of hard fighting who
Alfred’s approached Alfred in military reputation. It is his
peaceful peculiar glory that he was as strenuous and successful
reforms. 5 the arts of peace as in the arts of war. He stands
far above the mere soldier-king by his zeal to promote good laws,
sound administration, and the prosperity and civilization of his
people. He found England in a terrible state of desolation after
the Danish invasions. He laboured with great zeal and no small
measure of success to bring back to the land the blessings of peace
and ;prosperity. - He collected .the .old laws by -which the West
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Saxons had long been ruled, and put them together in a convenient
form, long famous as the laws of Alfred. He encouraged trade,
repeopled London, which the Danes had left desolate, and was
a special friend to merchants and seafarers. He encouraged sailors
to explore distant seas and tell him the results of their inquiries.
He corresponded with the pope ana many foreign kings, and sent
gifts to foreign Churches, including the distant Christian Church
of India. Yet his own country was always foremost in his mind.
In England he restored the churches and monasteries that had
been destroyed by the Danes, and strove to fill them with well-
educated priests and monks. In his early years he had been
appalled at the ignorance of his clergy. * There was not one priest
south of the Thames,” said he, “ who could understand the Latin
of the mass-book, and very few in the rest of England.” Tospread
knowledge among those who did not understand Latin, he caused
several books of importance to be translated, among them being
Bede’s FEeclesiastical History and a treatise by Pope Gregory the
Great on Pastoral Care. Moreover, he ordered the compilation of
an English Chronicle, in which was set down all that was then
known of the history of the English people, and which, continued
in various monasteries up to the twelfth century, became from that
time onward the chief source of our knowledge of Old English
history, and the most remarkable of the early histories which any
European people possesses written in its own language. He set up
schools in the royal court, after the example of Charles the Great.
As he found few West Saxons able to co-operate with him in these
learned labours, he welcomed to his coast scholars from foreign
lands, from Mercia, from Wales, and from the continent. The
most famous of these was a Welshman named Asser, who became
bishop of Sherborne, in Dorsetshire, and afterwards wrote Alfred’s
life. Alfred’s work was the more remarkable since he was
constantly troubled by a painful illness, and never succeeded in
winning many efficient fellow-workers among his sluggish fellow-
countrymen. Even more wonderful than what he did was the
spirit in which he worked. His character is among the noblest
and purest in all history. He was truth-telling, temperate,
virtuous, high-minded, pious, liberal, and discreet, the
friend of the poor, and so eager to uphold justice that Rm&%oggg
he often administeyed the law himself, and always (em=0"
kept a watchful eye on the decisions of his judges. He died in
899, amidst the lamentations of his subjects, and has ever since
been known as King Alfred the Gureat.
E



CHAPTER VI

THE SUCCESSORS OF ALFRED AND THE
BEGINNINGS OF THE ENGLISH MON-

ARCHY (899-978)

Chief Dates:
899-924. Reign of Edward the Elder.
024-940. Reign of Athelstan.
940-946. Reign of Edmund the Magnificent.
046-955. Reign of Edred.
055-059. Reign of Edwy. ’
959-975. Reign of Edgar.
975-978. Reign of Edward the Martyr.

1. ArrrED was succeeded by his eldest son, Edward, called
Edward the Elder, who had already been associated in the govern-
Edward the ment during his father’s lifetime. Though carefully
Elder, educated, Edward showed no trace of his father’s love
899-924. for the arts of peace. He was, however, as strenuous
a warrior as ever Alfred had been. He worthily carried on the
great king’s work of bringing together England into a single
state. In this he was much helped by his brother-in-law, Ethelred
of Mercia, and, after his death, by his sister Ethelflaed, whom he
continued in the government of Mercia with the title of the Lady
of the Mercians. Edward and his sister waged constant war
against the Danes. They strengthened their frontier both against
the Danes and the Welsh by building or restoring * boroughs,” or
fortified towns, from which they might attack the enemy in his own
lands. A further step soon followed when the West Saxons and
Mercians overstepped the line drawn by Alfred, and gradumally
conquered the Danelaw after much hard fighting. The most
famous of these contests centred round the district dependent on
the Five Danish Boroughs of Derby, Stamford, Nottingham,
Leicester, and Lincoln. At the moment of their final contest
Ethelflaed died. She had shown as much warlike skill as her
brother, and had loyally worked with him. Edward felt so much
stronger than Alfred that he appointed no successor to his sister,
.50



924.] BEGINNINGS OF THE ENGLISH MONARCHY 51

but took over the government both of Danish and of English Mereia
into his own hands. He next assailed East Anglia, and easily
subdued it. Then came the turn of Northumbria, in which Deira,
or Yorkshire, was ruled by a Danish jarl, while Bernicia, which
had escaped Norse conquest, was governed by an independent
English alderman. Edward prepared for his northern advance by
building a fresh line of fortresses from Chester eastwards along
the line of the Mersey. In 923 he made his first conquest of
Northumbrian territory by taking possession of ‘ Manchester in
Northumbria.”

2. By this time the rulers of Britain perceived that there wasno
use in fighting against the great West Saxon king. Immediately on
the conquest of Mercia the kings of the Welsh and all p, 0 0 o
their people sought Edward as their lord. At their first king
head was Howel the Good, the famous law-giver, and of the
the most distinguished of the Welsh princes for many Baglisha o0 s
generations. “And in 924, says the Chronicle, *“ then chose him
for father and lord the king of the Scots and the whole nation of
the Scots, and all those who dwell' in Northumbria, whether
English or Danes, and also the king of the Strathclyde Welsh and
all the Strathclyde Welsh.” This was the culminating act of
Edward’s reign. He died before the end of 924, when still a young
man. Conscious of his increasing power, he was not content to
call himself king of the West Saxons as Alfred had done. He
preferred to describe himself as king of the English, or king of
the Anglo-Saxons—that is, of the two races of Angles and Saxons
which we collectively call the English. From his day onward the
monarchy of England, though often threatened, became a perma-
nent thing. Thus the West Saxon overlordship grew into the
kingdom over all the English.

3. Three sons of Edward the Elder now ruled successively over
the English. Of these, Athelstan, the eldest, was as vigorous a
warrior as bis father. He put an end to the dymasty of
Danish princes that had hitherto reigned in Deira,and 55, oo™
added that district to the dominions directly governed .
by him. He ruled, we are told, over all the kings that were in
Britain. So firmly did his power seem established that foreign
princes sought his alliance, and the greatest rulers of the age were
glad to marry themselves or their kinsfolk to Athelstan’s sisters.
The empire of Charles the Great had now broken up, and separate
kingdoms had arisen for the East and the West Franks, out of
which the later kingdoms of Germany and France were soon to
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arise. Henry the Fowler, king of the East Franks, or Germans,
married his son Otto to Athelstan’s sister Edith. This was the
Otto who afterwards became the Emperor Otto the Great, the
reviver of the Roman Empire and the founder of the great German
monarchy, which annexed, so to say, the title of Roman emperors
for itself. Other sisters of Athelstan were married to Charles the
Simple, king of the West Franks, or French, and to Hugh, duke
of the French, whose son, called Hugh Capet, finally put an end to
the rule of the Carolings, or descendants of Charles the Great,
and begun the Capetian dynasty which ruled over France as long
as France retained the government of kings. The vesult of all
these alliances was that no Old English king was so well known on
the continent as Athelstan.

4. In 937 jealousy of their West Saxon overlord drew the
dependent rulers of Britain into a strong coalition against him.
The battle  Lhe leaders of this were Constantine, king of Scots,
of Brunan- the Danish kings of Dublin, and some of the Welsh
Rt princes. But Athelstan met the confederate army and
crushed it at Brunanburh, a place probably situated in the north-west
of England, though its exact site is unknown. This fight is com-
memorated in a magnificent war-song given in the English Chronicle.
It ensured peace for the rest of Athelstan’s lifetime. Three years
later he died, in 940. Men called him Glorious Athelstan. He
made many good laws, and was a great friend of the Church.

5. Athelstan’s younger brother, Edmund, who had shared in
the glory of Brunanburh, then became king. He was soon con-
Edmund the fronted by revolts of the Danes of northern Mercia
Magnificent, and Deira. But he easily reconquered both the Five
B 948 Danish Boroughs and Danish Yorkshire. He then
took Cumberland from its Welsh princes and gave it to Malcolm,
king of Scots, “on the condition that he should be his fellow-
worker as well by sea as by land.” For these exploits he was
called the Magnificent, or the Deed-Doer. His career was cut
short in 946 through his murder by an outlaw.

6. Edmund left two sons, named Edwy and Edgar, but they
were young children, and no one thought of making either of them

king. The nobles turned rather to their uncle Edred,
gggfgg 5. the youngest of Edward the Elder’s sons, who was at
once chosen king. Unlike his two brothers, Edred
was weak in health and unable to play the warrior’s part. But he
was prudent enough to put the management of his affairs into the
hands ‘of the(wisest man in all England: [ This was Dunstan, abbot
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of Glastonbury, who was already famous for having reformed the
lax state of the monks under his charge, and who now showed that
he was a shrewd statesman as well as a zealous ecclesiastic. Under
his guidance the West Saxon monarchy continued in its career
of victory under its sickly king, though, as a rule, in those days
a weak ruler meant an unlucky reign. Once more Northumbria
was conquered from the Danes in 954, and with this event the
unity of England seemed accomplished. Proud of his great power
Edred was no longer content to call himself king of the English.
He sometimes styled himself emperor, king, and Casar of Britain,
as if to the English monarchy he had added the dominion over all
the island. These titles must not be taken too seriously, yet they
show that the aim now before the West Saxon house was nothing
less than supremacy over all the British isles. Thus under Edred
the work began by Alfred was completed. It was rendered the
easier by the fact that Danes and English of the Danelaw had by
this time become blended into a single people. Dunstan was wise
enough to allow the men of the north country to retain their own
laws and be ruled by their own earls. Tt was the best way to make
them obedient to their West Saxon king. But the great difference
of temper between north and south still remained, and there soon
arose an opportunity for it to assert itself.

7. Edred died in 955, and his nephew Edwy, though hardly yet
a man, was chosen king as the oldest member of the royal house
available. Under him troubles soon began. The young
king quarrelled with Dunstan, and drove him into ggggss
banishment. The abbot was popular among the
Northumbrians and Mercians, though he had many enemies among
the West Saxon nobles who swayed the mind of the young king.
It is very likely that after Dunstan’s exile the rule of Edwy over
the Northumbrians and Mercians became more severe than the
mild government of Edred. Anyhow, Mercia and Northumbria
rose in revolt, and declared that they would no longer have Edwy
to reign over them. They then chose as their king the Aitheling
Edgar, Edwy’s younger brother. England was now so far united
that even those who wished to divide it could only find a king in
the sacred royal house of Wessex.

8. Edgar easily became king of the north and midlands. He
at once recalled Dunstan from exile, and made him gygar the
bishop, first of Worcester, and afterwards of London Peaceful,
as well. For the rest of his life Edwy reigned 959975
over Wessex :alone.  His early death in: 959, resulted, however, in
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the reunion of England. Thereupon the West Saxons chose Edgar
as their king. From that day till his death Edgar ruled over all
England, and, alone of the great West Saxon kings, ruled without
the need of fighting for his throne. For that reason men called him
Edgar the Peaceful. Again, as under Edred, Dunstan became the
king’s chief adviser. He was made archbishop of Canterbury, and
the crown became powerful and the country prosperous under his
strong but conciliatory government. A great proof of Dunstan’s
willingness to make sacrifices to keep the peace was to be seen in
the dealings between England and Scotland. In the weak days
of division the Scots had taken possession of the border fortress
of Edinburgh, hitherto the northernmost Northumbrian town.
To avoid war and obtain the goodwill of the Scots, Edgar yielded
up to their king the Northumbrian district called Lothian. Up
to now the Scots had been Highland Celts, but since Edmund’s
cession of Cumbria the Scottish kings had had Welsh subjects.
Now they had English subjects also. And before long the English
element grew, until the modern Scottish Lowlands became English-
speaking and very like England, and only the Highlands retained
the Celtic tongue and manners of the old Scots.

9. The kings and chieftains of Britain gladly acknowledged the
overlordship of a monarch so just and strong as Edgar. It is said
Edgar as that on one occasion he went to Chester, where he met
emperor of six under-kings, who all took oaths to be faithful to
Britain. him ; and that the six kings rowed their overlord in a
boat up the Dee to the Church of St. John’s, outside the walls. The
six were the king of Scots, his vassal the king of Cumberland, the
Danish king of Man, and three Welsh kings. Even the Danish
kings who ruled over the coast towns of Ireland submitted them-
selves to his dominion. It was no wonder that Edgar, like Edwy,
. took upon himself high-sounding titles. He called himself emperor,
Augustus, and Basileus of Britain. Under him the process that
begins with Alfred attains its culminating point. Hdgar was the
most mighty of English kings before the Norman conquest.

10. At home Edgar ruled sternly, but so justly, that the only
fault that his subjects could find with him was that he loved
Do tan foreigners too much. The chief event of this time was
and the a religious revival, which Dunstan did much to foster.
Benedictine PDespite Alfred’s strenuous efforts at reform, the Church
R remained corrupt and sluggish. In particular, the
monasteries were in a very lax state. Dunstan was first famous
as the reformer of his own abbey of Glastonbury. He became
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more eager for reform after his exile. When abroad he had seen
the good results which had happened from a monastic revival that
had already been brought about on the continent. Brought back
to power, he strove with all his might to revive in England the
spirit of the austere Benedictine rule which derived its name from
St. Benedict of Nursia, the father of all later monasticism, who
lived in the sixth century, and whose system St. Angustine had
first introduced into this country. Dunstan was anxious to make
the easy-going monks of England live the same strict life of
poverty, chastity, and obedience which St. Benedict had enjoined,
and which he had seen in operation during his banishment. More-
over, he felt sure that the career of the monk was higher and nobler
than that of the secular clerk, who' held property, married, and
generally lived a self-indulgent and easy-going life. By this time
many of the monasteries of earlier days had been changed into
what were called churches of secular canons—that is to say, they
were served by clergymen who did not take the monastic vows,
but lived in the world side by side with laymen. Dunstan was
disgusted at the lax ways of the secular canons, and did his best
to drive them out of their churches, and put Benedictine monks in
their place. But the canons were often men of high birth, and
had powerful friends among the nobles, who disliked Dunstan’s
policy even in matters of state. Hence the attempt to supersede
canons by monks met with much opposition, and Dunstan, who
was a very prudent man, took care mot to go too far in upholding
the monks. Yet he managed to establish monks in his own
cathedral of Christ Church, Canterbury, which henceforth remained
a Benedictine. monastery until the Reformation. Some of his
fellow-workers were less cautious than Dunstan, and the struggle
of monk and canon led to almost as much fighting as the contest
between the West Saxons and the Mercians. As long as Edgar
lived, however, Dunstan managed to keep the two parties from
-open hostilities.

11. Edgar died in 975, and with him ended the greatness of the
‘West Saxon house. He left two sons by different mothers. Their
names were Edward and Ethelred. North and south, ggward the
friends of monks and friends of canons, quarrelled as to Martyr,
which of the two boys should become king. For the 975978
moment the influence of Dunstan secured the throne for Edward,
the elder son. For four years the great archbishop went on ruling
the kingdom as in the days of Edgar. But his task was much
harder now that he was virtually single-handed: ; In 978 the young
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king was stabbed in the back, it was believed, at the instigation of
his step-mother, who wished her own son, Ethelred, to mount the
throne. This cruel death gave Edward the name of Edward the
Martyr. His half-brother, Ethelred 11, succeeded to the throne
prepared for him by his mother’s crime.

12. Dunstan’s last important public act was to crown the new
monarch. Soon afterwards the great archbishop withdrew from
political affairs, and devoted what life was still left to
him to the government of the Church and the carrying
on of the monastic revival. He lived long enough to
see the peace, which Edgar and he had upheld, utterly banished
from the land, and to witness the ruin of the religious reforma-
tion amidst the tumults of a dreary period of civil strife and
renewed invasion. He was the first great English statesman
who was not a king and a warrior. In after days monks, who
wrote his life, glorified him as the friend of monks with such exces-
sive zeal that the wise statesman, who did so much to bring about
the unity of England, was hidden underneath the monastic zealot
and the strenuous saint. Yet, both as a prelate and as a politician,
Dunstan did a great work for his country. In him the impulse to
union and ecivilization, which began with Alfred, attained its highest
point. He closes the great century which begins with the treaty of
Chippenham, and ends with the murder of Edward the Martyr.

The work of
Dunstan.



CHAPTER VII

THE DECLINE OF THE ENGLISH KINGDOM
AND THE DANISH CONQUEST (978-1042)

Chief Dates:
978-1016. Reign of Lthelred the Unready.
1002. Massacre of St. Brice's Day.
1013. Swegen’s conquest of England.
1016, Rivalry of Edmund Ironside and Cnut.
1017-1035. Reign of Cnut.
1035-1037. Regency of Harold Harefoot.
1037-1040. Reign of Harold Harefoot.
1040-1042. Reign of Harthacnut.

1. THE long reign of Ethelred 1. (978-1016) was a period of
ever-deepening confusion. At first the king was a boy, and the
nobles managed things as they wished. But after pineiped the
Ethelred became a man things grew steadily worse. Unready,
The son of Edgar had none of the great gualities of R GE
his race. Quarrelsome, jealous, and suspicious, he was always
irritating his nobles by trying to win greater power for himself.
Yet he was too weak and foolish to know what to do with the
authority which he inherited. In scorn men called him Ethelred
the Unready—that is, the Redeless, the man without rede, or good
counsel. Under his nerveless sway the unity of the kingdom began
to break up. Local jealousies and personal feuds set the great men
by the ears, and the guiding hand of a wise monarch was no longer
to be expected.

2. To make matters worse the Danish invasions soon began
again. Now that the Danes in England had become Englishmen,
their kinsfolk beyond sea, learning the helplessness of pepnewal of
the land, again began to send plundering expeditions the Danish
to its shores. Ethelred was too cowardly and lazy to 'BVasions.
meet the pirate hordes with an adequate force of armed men. He
persuaded his nobles to impose a tax on land, whereby a large sum
of money was coilected to buy them off. The Danes took the bribe
and departed,,but; naturally, they came again’ and)wanted more.
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Before long Danegeld, so this tax was called, was regularly lovied,
but every year the horrors of Danish invasion became
worse and worse. As another means of conciliating the
Danes, Ethelred married Emma of Normandy, the daughter of the
duke of the Normans, who was himself a Norseman by descent,
and the ally of the Danish kings.

3. In the same year as his marriage, Ethelred, with equal folly
and treachery, ordered all the Danes that happened to be living in
England to be put to death. The day chosen for this evil deed
Massacre of Was St. Brice’s Day, November 13, 1002. Tidings of
St. Brice’s  the massacre only served to infuriate the Danes in
Day, 1002.  Denmark ; and Swegen, their king, resolved to revenge
his slaughtered countrymen by undertaking a regular conquest of
Ethelred’s kingdom. The state of the Scandinavian north was
different from what it had been in the days of Alfred. There was
now a strong king ruling all Denmark, and another ruling all
Norway. In earlier days the Danes came in comparatively small
and detached bands, whose greatest hope was to conquer and colonize
some one district of England. It was now possible for the king
of all Denmark to invade England with an army big enough
to tax all the resources of the country. In 1003 Swegen carried
out his threat. He came to England with a large fleet and
army, and set to work to conquer it. Ethelred made few

attempts to organize resistance to him, and, though
ng’:gs';aol:l':' some districts fought bravely and checked the Danish

advance, there was no central force drawn from the
whole country capable of withstanding the foe. For the next ten
years England suffered unspeakable misery. One famous incident
of the struggle was the cruel death of the archbishop of Canter-
bury, Alfheah, or Alphege, whom the Danes, after a drunken
revel, pelted to death with bones because he would not con-
sent to impoverish the poor husbandmen who farmed his lands
by raising from them the heavy ransom demanded by the in-

vaders. Alphege was declared a saint, and his memory long held
in honour.

4. At last Englishmen began to see it was no use resisting
Swegen, or in upholding so wretched a king as Ethelred. In 1013
The ruleof  the Danish king again appeared in England and easily
Swegen, conquered the greater part of the country. There-
1013-1014.  ynon Ethelred fled to Normandy, the country of his
wife. His withdrawal left Swegen the real ruler of England. Had
he been a_ Christian, the English might well have chosen him as

Danegeld.
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their king. As it was, some districts still resisted when Swegen
died in 1014.

5. The Danish soldiers chose Swegen’s son Cnut as their king.
Cnut was as good a soldier as his father. Moreover, he was &
Christian and a wise and prudent man. But the g or.0qc
English still regretted their old king, and some of peturn,
them foolishly asked Ethelred to come back from Nor- 312;.:1’1 a;’0d1 -
mandy and take up his kingship again. Ethelred re- . g
turned, and war went on between him and Cnut until 1016, when
Ethelred died.

6. Ethelred’s successor was a man of very different stamp.
Edmund, his son before his marriage with Emma, was a strenuous
warrior, so valiant and persistent that men called him . rivaley
Edmund Ironside. In him Cnut found a worthy foe, of Edmund
and a mighty struggle ensued between the two rivals, Ironsideand
which made the year 1016 as memorable in military Lot A g
history as the “ year of battles” in the midst of which Alfred
mounted the throne. Six pitched battles were fought, the most
famous of which was one at Assandun (now Ashington), in Essex,
in which Cnut won the day. In the long run neither side obtained
a complete triumph over the other, and before the end of the year
the two kings met at Olney, an island in the Severn, near
Gloucester, where they agreed to divide England between them.
By the treaty of Olney, Cnut took Northumbria and Mercia, and
Edmund, Wessex. A little later Edmund died, and in 1017 the
nobles of Wessex, weary of fighting, chose Cnut as their ruler.

7. Cnut thus became king, first of part and then of the whole
of England, very much as Edgar had done. Though his real
claim to the throne was not the choice of the people,
but his right as a congquerer, he soon proved himself (1:3;";11035
an excellent king. TUnder him the prosperity of ;
Edgar’s days was renewed. He sent home most of his Danish
troops, chose English advisers, and married Emma, Ethelred’s
widow, 80 as to connect himself as closely as possible with the
‘West Saxon royal house. He promised Danes and English in
England to rule according to King Edgar’s law. But Cnut was
king of Denmark as well as of England, and a few years later
became king of Norway also. Visions of a great northern empire
rivalling the realm of the German emperors, who still called them-
selves emperors of Rome, may well have floated before his mind.
But he was wise enough to make England, not Denmark, the centre
of his power. Rough as England then was, Scandinavia was still
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ruder. It was still largely heathen ; and the only way in which the
power of Cnut could be kept together there was for him to use
English bishops and monks to help him in civilizing and teaching
the faith to his born subjects in the north. But though English-
men thus found new careers in the service of their conqueror, the
cares of his great empire compelled Cnut to absent himself from
England for long periods. Besides necessary journeys to his
northern kingdoms, he made a pilgrimage to Rome, whence he
wrote a touching letter to his subjects, declaring that he had
“vowed to live a right life in all things, to rule justly and piously,
and to administer just judgment to all.” He steadily lived up to
the high ideal thus set out before him, and in every way proved
himself to be one of the best of our kings. He was enabled to
rule his realm strongly, as he kept up a sort of standing army in a
force of two or three thousand House carles, or palace guards, whom
he paid well and kept under discipline. It was dangerous to rebel
against a monarch with such a force always ready at his disposal.

8. Early in his reign Cnut divided England into four parts.
One of " these, Wessex, he kept for himself, but the other
three, Mercia, Northumberland, and East Anglia, he
handed over to be governed by great earls, or, as they
had been called in earlier days, aldermen. Before his
death he seems also to have assigned Wessex to an earl. For this
important post he chose a wealthy, eloquent, and shrewd English-
man named Godwin, whom he married to a lady of the Danish
royal stock, and to whom he showed many other signs of favour.
As long as Cnut lived thege great earls remained faithful to him,
but their establishment was a dangerous experiment. They were
necessarily entrusted with a great deal of power. 'When they had be-
come well established in their jurisdictions they made themselves the
centres of the old local traditions that still remained strong, despite
a century and a half of centralization. Things grew worse when
son succeeded father in the earldoms as in the ancient sub-king-
doms that had preceded them. Finally, the great earldoms revived
in fact, if not in name, the separatist feelings of Mercia, North-
umbria, and Wessex. The next half-century showed the realm of
Edgar gradually splitting np into its ancient threefold division.

9., Cnut died in 1035. He left two sons, Harold, the firstborn,
and Harthacnut, his son by Emma of Normandy. A meeting of
the wise men took place at Oxford to decide how the succession
was to be settled. Party feeling ran high, and Leofric, earl of
Mercia, -stood in - fierce antagonism to,Godwin, ear] of Wessex.

The great
earldoms.
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Godwin and the West Saxons wished to make Harthacnut king,
but he was away in Denmark, and this fact played into the hands
of Leofric, who was supported by north and midlands Harold Hare-
in his efforts to uphold the cause of Harold. Finally, foot and

as a compromise, it was agreed to make Harold regent of i"gg’;t‘fgz;t-
all England, on behalf of himself and his absent brother. .
This suggests that a division of the kingdom was contemplated,
but for more than a year England had no king at all: Hewever,
Harthacnut abode obstinately in Denmark, and neither Godwin
nor Emma could long maintain the rights of an absentee claimant.
In 1037 Harold was definitely chosen king. He drove Emma out
of the country, and reigned until his death in 1040. Harthacnut
was then at Bruges, in Flanders, where his mother lived, and was
waiting with an army in the hope of invading England. He was at
once sent for, and elected king of all England. He showed great
sternness to his enemies, casting his dead brother’s body into a
sewer, and levying heavy taxes on those who had resisted his
authority., He was much under Emma his mother’s influence, and
to please her called home from Normandy her son by King Ethelred,
whose name jyas Edward. However, Harthacnut proved a bad
ruler, and, says the Chronicle, ¢ did nothing like a king during his
whole reign.” In 1042 he died suddenly at the wedding-feast of
one of his nobles. With him expired ignominiously the Danish
line of kings which had begun so well with his father. The
influence of Emma and Godwin secured the succession for his
half-brother Edward, and Englishmen rejoiced that the son of
Ethelred had obtained his true natural right to the throne of his
ancestors.

GENEALOGY OF THE DANISH KINGS

Swegen.

CNU'T, m. (2) Eu(12n)m of Normandy.
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CHAPTER VIII

THE REIGNS OF EDWARD THE CONFESSOR
AND HAROLD (1042-1066)

Chief Dates:

1042. Accession of Edward the Confessor.

1052. Godwin's return from exile, and death.

1064. Harold’s Welsh war.

1066. Jan. 5, Death of Edward the Confessor. Jan. 6, Accession of
Harold, son of Godwin. Sept. 25, Battle of Stamford Bridge.
Oct. 14, Battle of Hastings. Dec. 25, Coronation of William
the Conqueror.

1. EpwarD, the new king, was nearly forty years old when he was
_called to the throne of his ancestors. Driven from . England as a
Character  mere child, he had been brought up in his mother’s
and rule of land of Normandy, and was Norman rather than
ggl‘:g:go;he English in speech, manners, and tastes. A pious,

*  affectionate, gentle, well-educated man, his outlook on
life was that of the cultivated Norman cleric rather than that
of the hard-fighting English warrior-king. His austerity and
religious zeal gave him such a reputation for sanctity that he was
canonized after his death, and became famous among royal saints as
Edward the Confessor. But he was of weak health, feeble character,
and somewhat childish disposition. He was too old and sluggish
to learn anything fresh, and too wanting in self-confidence to be
able to live without favourites and dependants. Under such a
weakling the government of the country passed largely into the
hands of the great earls, such as Siward of Northumbria, Leofric
of Mercia, and, above all, Godwin of Wessex. It was Godwin who
had secured Edward his throne, and for long the king leant upox
his strong and resolute counsel. Godwin’s chief helpers were his
vigorous young sons, chief among whom were Harold and Tostig,
who held dependent earldoms under their father. Godwin’s
daughter Edith became King Edward’s wife, and for a time all
seemed to go well. But Edward had little sympathy with his wife’s

strenuous. kinsfolk, and gradually gave: his chief confidence to
62
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Norman clerks, soldiers, and adventurers, who crossed over to
England, hoping to win a career in a country whose monarch was
so devoted to Normans and Norman ways. Thus it happened
that England, which had withstood successfully all foreign influence
when ruled by her Danish sovereigns, was threatened with some-
thing like foreign domination as the result of the restoration of the
old line of kings.

2. The Normans had many great qualities that explain Edward’s
devotion to the land of his mother’s kinsfolk. Though little more
than a hundred years had passed since Rolf and his Normandy
followers had established themselves in their new and the
homes in northern France, tho Norman duchy had Normans.
already won a notable place for itself in western Europe. The same
ready sympathy for the people among whom their lot was cast,
which had rapidly made Englishmen of the Northmen of the
Danelaw, had made Frenchmen of the Northmen on the banks
of the Seine. They had dropped their old tongue and spoke French.
They had adopted French customs and manners. But like the
Anglo-Danes of England, the Normans retained much of the
energy and fierceness of their pirate ancestors. They were more
active, enterprising, and vigorous than most Frenchmen. They
took up with every new movement, were great champions of the
growing authority of the Church, and were learning the newest
fashions of fighting, ruling, and holding land. Their duke, though
a subject of the French king, was quite as powerful as his master,
and was generally strong enough to restrain his turbulent, unruly
subjects. The duke of the Normans at that time was Edward’s
consin William. William had come to the throne as a child with
a disputed title. But he had from earliest manhood shown so
muth activity and skill that he had put down the revolts of his
fierce nobles, and made himself almost a despot. The gentle
English king always looked up gréatly to his stern cousin, and
gladly took his advice.

3. From the beginning of the reign many Normans were raised
by royal favour to eminent positions in Church and State in Eng-
land. They were not always the best of their class, for
Edward had very little discrimination in his friend- g‘%ggf;ﬂﬁns
ships. One Norman friend of Edward’s was a bishop, ¥
“who,” said the English chronicler, ¢ did nought bishop-like;®
and a Norman raised by Edward to an English earldom became
infamous in his new home as the “timid earl.” Highest in rank
among Edward's Norman favonrites was Robert, abbet of Jumitges,
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who, to the disgust of Englishmen, was made archbishop of Canter-
bury. After ten years the Normans had won so many places and
estates that a loud outery was raised against them. Godwin and
his sons, who gradually lost all influence over the king, made them-
selves the spokesmen of the national hatred of the foreigners. In
1051 they gathered together an army and prepared to drive the
Normans from court. But the old jealousy of Wessex and
its earl was still strong in the north and midlands. Siward of
Northumbria and Leofric of Mercia took sides with Edward and
his Normans against the house of Godwin. Godwin could not at
the moment resist such odds. His army melted away ;

And the
exile of he and his sons were banished, and his daughter was
?gg;vin, sent by her husband into a nunnery. Soon after, as

if to complete the Norman triumph, William, duke
of Normandy, came to England with a great company of French-
men, and was royally received by his cousin. Edward, who had
no children and no near relations, seems to have promised William
to make him his successor to the throne. Thus the permanence of -
Norman influence seemed assured.

4. Godwin and Harold did not remain long in exile. In 1052
they gathered together a fleet and an army, sailed up the Thames,
The return 20 beset London. Edward and his Normans collected
and death  another army to withstand them ; but the English
‘;gggd“’m’ people were so strongly on Godwin’s side that even

v Edward’s soldiers were loath to fight for him. They
said to each other that they ought not to fight against their own
countrymen, and insisted upon negotiating with the invaders.
Edward was powerless in their hands, as there were not enough
Normans to make a good show in a battle. The result was that
Godwin and Harold were restored to their earldoms, * as fully and
freely as they had possessed them before.” ¢ And then,” writes the
English chronicler, “they outlawed all the Frenchmen who had
judged unjust judgments and had given ill counsel, save only such
as they agreed upon whom the king liked to have with him and
were true to his people.”  Archbishop Robert and two other
Norman bishops escaped with difficulty beyond sea; and English-
men were appointed as their successors, the new archbishop’s name
being Stigand. Edith came back from her cloister to her husband's
court. The threatened tide of Norman invasion was driven back
for the rest of Edward’s lifetime.

5. Godwin died soon after his restoration, and Harold then
pecame. ear; of the West, Saxons. . He was a. braye warrior and a
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shrewd and self-seeking statesman, strong enough to dominate the
will of his weak brother-in-law and control his policy. When
Earl Siward died Harold made his brother Tostig Hapold, earl
earl of Northumbria in his place, while his younger of the West
brothers, Gurth and Leofwine, were made earls of East e TS
Anglia and Kent. Two-thirds of England was now directly ruled
by the house of Godwin. After this Leofric of Mercia was the only
great earl who was independent of Harold. He soon died, but his
son Alfgar secured the succession to Mercia, and tried to strengthen
himself by making an alliance with his Welsh neighbours. The
Welsh were excellent soldiers, but as a rule they were too much .
divided under the rule of rival kings, and too jealous of each
other to be able to make headway against the English. It
happened, however, at this time that a very powerful Welsh prince,
Griffith ap Llewelyn—that is, “son of Llewelyn,” had defeated
all his rivals, and had made himself king over all Wales. Griffith
married Earl Alfgar’s daughter, Ealdgyth, and became his close
friend ; but Alfgar soon died, and the Mercian alliance profited
him very little. At last, in 1064, Harold led an army into Wales,
and overran the country. The Welsh suffered so cruelly that
they abandoned their own king, and made their submission to
Harold. Soon Griffith was murdered by some of his own subjects,
and Harold divided his dominions among Bleddyn and Rhiwallon,
two representatives of a rival family. For the first time since the
days of Offa, the English boundary was pushed westwards at the
expense of the Welsh as far as the Clwyd, the Radnor moors, and
the Usk. Harold himself married Griffith’s widow, the daughter of
the Mercian earl. Her brother Edwin, now earl of Mercia, was not
strong enough to give Harold any trouble.

THE HOUSE OF GODWIN
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6. The only foes Harold now feared were those of his own house-
hold. His brother Tostig ruled so badly over the Northumbrians
Bk that they rose in revolt against him, and forced Edward
Edward the to banish him. They chose as his successor Morcar,
Confessor,  the brother of Edwin of Mercia. It was the greatest
4DSs blow that Harold’s power had received, and was the
more formidable since the king’s health was now breaking up.
Since the expulsion of the Normans, Edward had withdrawn him-
self more and more from politics. His chief interest now was in
building a new monastery dedicated to St. Peter on a marsh hard
by the river Thames, some distance to the west of London, in a
region which took from the king’s foundation its later name of
‘Westminster. He just lived long enough to witness the com-
pletion of the magnificent church which Norman craftsmen had
erected for him in honour of his favourite saint. On Innocents’
Day, December 28, the abbey' church was dedicated, but Edward
was too ill to be present. He died on January 5, 1066, and the very
next day was buried behind the high altar of St. Peter’s Church.
Miracles, it was believed, were worked by his remains as attestation
of his claims to sanctity.

7. The same day that Edward was buried, Harold was chosen
king, and crowned in the new abbey. For many years he had been
Thereign  Xing in all but name, and it seemed the easiest course
of Harold, to give him the office which his ambition had doubt-
1068 less long coveted. But though the old English throne
was in a sense elective, the choice of Harold constituted a real
revolution. Save in the case of the Danish kings, the Witenagemot,
or Council of the Nobles, had never gone outside the sacred house
of Cerdic in their choice of the ruler. All that election had really
meant hitherto was some liberty of deciding which member of the
royal house should mount the throne, and this freedom of choice
was limited in substance to preferring a brother of the late king
who was old enough to govern, to his children who were still under
age. KHEven the election of Cnut was no real exception, since it
was simply the recognition of the power of a foreign conqueror.
But Harold was in possession of power, and it is hardly likely that
the Witenagemot had much really to say in the matter. The
nearest heir to the dead king was his great-nephew, Edgar the
‘ZAtheling, a grandson of Edmund Ironside, a mere boy, and very
little known. Practically the same course was pursued as in France,
where in 987 Hugh Capet, the greatest of the French nobles, was
made king in- preference to the heir of the house of Charles the
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Great. French history showed that Hugh, though the strongest of
dukes, was the weakest of kings. It was the same with Harold.
He had not the mysterious dignity which came from membership
of the sacred royal house. His brother earls were jealous of him,

England at the death
of Edward the Confessor.
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and thought themselves as good as he was. Thus the election of
Harold proved a failure; and with all his energy and strenuousness
he was not able to hold his newly won throne for a year.

8. William of Normandy had-not forgotten the promises made
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him by Edward in 1051. Two or three years before his accession
Harold had been shipwrecked in France. The lord of the dis-

trict where the wreck had taken place threw him
ﬁgﬁﬁg’s into prison. William procured his release, and enter-
prepara- tained him with great kindness at his court. However,
tions for before he allowed Harold to go home, William had
qyaton. forced him to take an oath that he would help him to
become king of England after Edward’s death. The Norman duke
now claimed the crown as King Edward’s heir, and denounced
Harold as a perjurer for breaking his oath. He began at once
making preparations for invading England, and many adventurers
from all parts of France joined with his Norman subjects in
an expedition which held out great prospects.of glory, pay, and
booty. DMoreover, the pope gave his support to