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PREFACE

ATURE has placed the two islands of Britain and Ire-

land in such close neighbourhood that it was inevitable

that their destinies should be interwoven in various

ways, and the Irish themselves have long spoken of ‘The
Three Kingdoms’ which they formed and which for some
centuries have been in one royal line. Ireland, lying to the
west of the greater island, has by geography and history been
made to feel the impact of it from early times. She contains
some twenty million statute acres and 32,000 square miles
of territory, while England, apart from Wales, has thirty-two
million statute acres, and Scotland nineteen. Ireland is,
however, far more fertile than Scotland, and compares well
with rich England in this regard, for the limestone plain, which
makes up nearly half her soil, forms the best grazing land in
Europe, and everywhere, indeed, good land and poor land lie
gide byside. In Tudor and Stuart times the officials who made
plans for confiscatior and colonization reckoned that out of the
twenty millions of acres some twelve millions were ‘profitable
land’, to be set apart for settlers, English or Scotch. But a
great deal of the island is lake, bogland, and mountain; up to
three centuries ago our country was very untraversable and
greatly severed by natural features. Its abundance of all that
the natural man desires has tempted many invaders, but no
country has resisted invasion more successfully, for it is a
difficult country to hold though easy to overrun, as the
Normans found. The soft air and abundant rain, the extent
and fertility of good soil, the food-producing richness of Ireland
all conspire to make life easy and enable the native race to
recover quickly after the most devastating wars. Hence the
high ‘survival value’ of the Irish people, who have beaten
ihvader after invader, not so much by arms as by the constant
ival of ‘man-power’. It is worth recalling that as late as
out of every three men in the British Isles one was
Irishman, and in view of their military disposition and
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hostility to the Saxon (much of it well deserved) it is not |
be wondered at that militarists in the greater island for lon
regarded Ireland as a danger This explains much of owr
history and the measures frequently taken for the ‘reductior
of Ireland’, when wise kings and statesmen should have taker
other courses to win her people over. It is only one of the
difficulties in writing Irish history that a close political con-
nexion has bound Ireland and Britain together for long
centuries, and the story has to include at once the native race
Anglo-Ireland, and English government in Ireland.

To make a country’s history intelligible, the historiar
naturally seeks for some point of unity, and this has becr
long deferred in Ireland’s history. Of ancient Erin under its
High kings we can only say that, as with England itself at the
time, political union was slow, whatever we may say of a
remarkable cultural unity and the ‘nation-making’ that we
owe to native heroes such as Brian Boru. And even the ol¢
Gaelic State was destroyed by the Norman-French invasion
though its laws, language, and order of life lived on locally
among the Gaelic septs of Ireland till the Tudor conquest
Since this latter event, the political State has seldom (save fo!
a brief spell under the Stuarts) been representative of th(
majority who believed themselves to be the true and histori(
Irish nation. For the establishment of a central governmen:
representing the nation and able to rule justly over all itt
elements, Ireland has had to wait till the present generation.

The Treaty of 1922 and the attainment of true self-govern
ment, with the willing assent of Great Britain, gives meaning
and justification to the long-continued struggle which fills s¢
many of these pages, and permits us to treat dispassionately
a story around which great and enduring passion has beey
woven. But though Ireland is now free to write her future his
tory in brighter pages, the difficulties of writing her past remaix
and are admitied by all who have honestly attempted it. Fo.
centuries almost any point of unity seems lacking, and thoug!
Henry VIII set up the Kingdom of Ireland and Elizabeth*
reign saw the whole island welded into an apparent wh't-)‘ie
the religious and political despotism of the titular MonarcHn
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yfortunately made the general acceptance of it impossible.
pt even as it was, the Kingdom of Ireland, though its
onarchs for nearly three centuries never visited their
cond realm, has had historic greatness and national appeal,
d to restore it as it was in the days of Grattan has been the
m of most of our leaders since the Union of 1800.

Politics and religion take up a disproportionate space in
r history, but these questions, the unfortunate heritage of
e past, have left a deeper mark here than elsewhere in
wrope, and though they have been dissolved in the light of
>dern reasonableness their importance in our history and
the shaping of the national character cannot be minimized.
hen we add to them the Land question and the agrarian
ht, we have a union of passionate forces on which Irish
tionality has been reared.

On the matter of our religious differences, one treads on
rred and dangerous ground, and the historian can only
:at conscientious religious belief with the respect it deserves
d view the Churches of the past in the light of their own
y. The three-fold distinction of ‘Catholic, Protestant, and
esbyterian’ has for Irishmen a clear and historic significance,
d can be used without apology or offence. Minorities,
tial, religious, and political, have played a great part among
, and the former ‘Protestant Ascendancy’ and all that it
s meant in the field of civilization, literature, and political
redom, as well as its faults, are immortalized in the pages of
oude and Lecky. The Protestant Dissenters of the North
ve an honoured place in patriotic history for their democratic
rord and their part in the agrarian fight which has left
zland, in spite of all the confiscations and plantations of
& past, a land owned by 600,000 peasant proprietors. The
storian can only register and regret the fact that the counties
aere the Presbyterians are most dominant are now severed
litically from the rest of Ireland.

The main task, after all, must be to trace the story of the
ajority who have finally achieved nationhood, and who in the
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struggle have always found among the Protestant minority
leaders and heroes, and a constant body of sympathy and
aid. The natural ties between Irishmen are indeed stronger
than their political and religious divisions; strong enough
indeed, if encouraged by our leaders, to effect that true union
of all Ireland which, in spite of many great victories, remains
unachieved. We have traced the course of a remarkable
race-consciousness from far back in Irish history into the
nation-consciousness of to-day, and it is the story of a con-
stant absorption of all later elements into the Irish nation
which emerges from 1603 onwards.

To carry through a history which begins with the Gaelic
Celts and reaches almost to the present time is no light task
of compression and selection. The writer has sought to give
cultural, social, and economic factors their due weight with
the rest, and throughout has selected what seemed to him the
moving forces, the deciding facts, and the men that mattered,
and to present them in a story that has movement and
meaning. Some thirty years’ study and twenty years’ teaching
of Irish history have clarified it for him, and will, he trusts, do
so for his readers.

E.C.

TriNITY COLLEGE
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CHAPTER 1
FROM THE ORIGINS TO A.D. 8co

‘HE traditions of the Irish people are the oldest of any

race in Europe north and west of the Alps, and they

themselves are the longest settled on their own soil.
When they learned to write they recorded the tradition that
they originally came from northern Spain. The ancient Leabar
Gabdla (the Book of Invasions) tells how the three sons of
Mileadh of Spain, namely, Heremon, Heber, and Ir, came to
Erin about the time of Alexander the Great and conquered the
land from the Tuatha Dé Danann. Of the races that were in
possession before them, the Tuatha Dé Danann were a superior
race, semi-divine in their arts of magic and wizardry, the
Firbolg were a race dark, short, and plebejan, the Fomorians
were gloomy giants of the sea. From the three sons of Mileadh
descended all the royal clans of later Ireland. To this day,
wherever Irish is spoken, the story of ‘Meela Spaunya’ is
remembered, and to be of the old Milesian race is an honour-
able distinction.

Modern scholars agree that Ireland was first peopled by
neolithic men, users of flint, and then by dark, small people
from the Mediterranean, users of bronze, who are perhaps the
Firbolg of our traditions. Later, Scotland and Northern
Ireland were peopled by a race called the Picts, in Irish ‘the
Cruithne’, Then about 350 B.c. came Celts from the centre
of Europe, a tall race, red-blond of hair, speaking a language
close to Latin. The Gaelic Celts, coming direct by sea from
south France and perhaps northern Spain, conquered Ireland;
the British Celts, their cousins, coming from France and the
mouth of the Rhine, invaded and conquered Britain. A great
Celtic empire had once covered central Europe, but now
between the Germans on the east and Rome on the south was
at last narrowed down to Gaul and northern Spain. Britain
and Erin were the last conquests of the Celts, and Ireland is
to-day the only Celtic nation State left in the world.

H
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The victory of the Gaelic invaders came from their weapons
of tempered iron, their greater stature, their superiority in
battle to the bronze-using aborigines, and their warlike,
aristocratic, and masterful temper. They were destined to
become the political masters of Ireland, and by the year
A.D. 800, though they were an upper-class minority, they had
completely imposed their empire, language, and law upon
our whole island. To the Romans they were known as the
Scots, to themselves they were the Gaels, and they called their
country Eriu, a name familiar to us as Erin, and to the Latin
world as Hibernia.

Ireland was already a land of ancient cultures. From the
Tuatha Dé Danann and Firbolg the Gaels added to their gods
such deities as Angus Oge, the Dagda, and Déna, the Mother
of the gods. Ireland was full of sacred places of the dead,
groves of deities, and great hill-fortresses, such as Tara,
Emain Macha, and Aileach. The traditional memories, the
music and the art of the older races blended with the arts of the
Gaels. Politically they also took over many things. Monarchy
became a feature of their government, though on the continent
the Celts were republican. Ireland was already divided into
the five ‘Fifths’ or kingdoms, and this division has lasted
until to-day, though Meath no longer is a province. Ulster,
Connacht, Munster, north and south Leinster formed this
pentarchy, and the province-kingdoms were divided again into
petty states called Twatha, of which by A.D. 1000 therc were
about one hundred.

The religion of the Irish was Druidism; this was of Celtic
origin, but blended with much earlier paganism. Celtic, too,
was the earliest form of writing, the Ogam, based on the Latin
alphabet, but serving for little more than funeral inscriptions
on upright stones or short writings on wooden staves. A
remarkable institution of the Irish Celts was their learned
class the ‘Filf’ (poets or seers),! who were greatly venerated
and feared. It was they who preserved the traditions, epics,
laws, pedigrees, and history of the race. When Christianity
came this powerful caste took on a veneer of the new faith,

1 Singular ‘File’, pronounced ‘Filla’; plural 'Filidh’, or 1n modern
spelling ‘Filf’, pronounced ‘Fill-ee’,
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but until the fall of the Gaelic order in 1603 they were
the hereditary keepers of the ancient lore and learning of
Ireland as expressed in the Irish language. When writing
came in with Christianity, Gaelic became a cultivated language
and the sages wrote down in it the epics and records which they
formerly kept orally.

In our earlier history tradition and fact are blended together,
and it is not till St. Patrick’s arrival in 432 that we may regard
ourselves on historical ground. The oldest of our national
epics, the Tdin B Cualgne, takes us back to the time of Christ.
It tells how Maeve, queen of Connacht, made war on Concobar,
king of Ulster, and his famous Red Branch heroes, whose seat
was the hill-fortress of Emain Macha near Armagh, and their
most famous name that of Cd Chulainn. In this we read of
five kingdoms, but there is no supreme king, and Ulster is the
greatest of the five, stretching south to the Boyne and across
to the middle Shannon. Later, Leinster received its name from
the ‘Broad spears’ of two thousand Gauls, with whom its
exiled king Labraid recovered his kingdom. The early records
of Munster also show Gaulish immigration, and this did much
to make a distinction between the south and the Gaelic-
Pictish north.

THE RACE OF CONN

The Gaels were a military and oppressive aristocracy, and
about the year A.D. 100 there was a great revolt of the pre-
Celtic subjects under Cairbre Cinn Cait, ‘the Cat-head’. This
was crushed by a Gaelic prince called Tuathal, and there
followed a great historic event, the formation of a united
kingdom of Meath and Connacht, which provided Ireland for
centuries with a central High kingship. The Firbolgs never
revolted again, and the pride of their Gaelic masters remained
unbroken. Henceforth anybody ‘who was anything’ boasted
a pedigree derived from Heremon, Ir, and Heber.

Tuathal’s first capital was Maeve’s fortress of Rath Croghan
in Roscommon. East of the Shannon he built a second capital
on the hill of Uisneach near Mullingar, A hundred years after
him, about A.D. 200, his descendant Conn Céd-cathach (‘of
the hundred fights') formed a central monarchy, of which the
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eastern part was called Midhe or ‘the Middle kingdom’. He
had a rival in the south in Eoghan Mdr, also called ‘Mogh
Nuadat’ (devotee of the god Nuada), who created the kingdom
of Munster, but the two at last came to terms, and divided
their spheres of influence north and south of a line from
Dublin to Galway along a ridge of sandhills called Escir Riada.
Henceforth ‘Mogh’s Half and Conn’s Half' were recognized
divisions of our island.

In Conn, from whom Connacht gets its name, we have the
first of the line of the High kings of Ireland, the D4l Cuinn or
‘Race of Conn’, who lasted till 1022 and gave Ireland a centre
of national unity. The expansion of this victorious race was a
defeat for both Ulster and Leinster. Ulster lost the Boyne
valley, and built ‘The Great Wall of Ulster’, reaching from
Newry to Lough Erme. Leinster fell back from Tara to the
Liffey, and the Connacht-Meath kingdom reached the eastern
sea. Meanwhile the race of Eoghan Mdr, called later the
Eoghanacht, by the year 400 built up a powerful kingdom,
including the present Munster and Clare, and made their
capital on the hill of Cashel.

Of the D4l Cuinn, Cormac, son of Art son of Conn, is the next
great name (A.D. 275~300). In Gaelic tradition he is the first
founder, legislator, and nation-maker, who made Tara’s ancient
and sacred hill the capital of Ireland. On its broad green
summit were the great banqueting place and the timber halls
of kings, princesses, and nobles, and here every third year
as High king (47d R{) he presided over the Feis of Tara, a
great national assembly for law, homaging, music, games, and
literary contests. In such gatherings, which were also held
at Tailten, was the national unity in language, culture, and
government testified and affirmed, right up to the Norman
conquest.

Tradition attributes to Cormac MacArt the five great roads
of Ireland, which ran from Tara north, south, and west, and
the formation of a standing warrior force, the Fianna, whose
chief was Finn MacCumbhaill, which finally grew too strong
for the Ard Rf and was crushed in a battle at Gavra by
Cormac’s grandson, Cairbre. Round the Fianna grew up a
body of dramatic legend which is remembered to this day
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among all Gaelic speakers, and the wise Finn, his son the poet
Oisin, his grandson the valiant Oscar, Diarmaid ‘of the love-
spot’, and all their company have been the first and most
lasting darlings of the folk-lore of the Gael.

THE HIGH KINGSHIP, A.D. 380-I022

In Niall of the Nine Hostages, who ruled at Tara from 380 to
405,"appears the greatest ruler of the race of Conn. Ulster and
Leinster had steadily shrunk before the Connacht expansion.
Leinster could not forgive her defeats and remained an enemy
of the High kings, but Ulster had to surrender her pride of
place. Seeking new lordships of their own, in 332 the ‘Three
Collas’, princes of the race of Conn, marched against the ‘Great
Wall of Ulster’ and slew in battle Fergus, the last king of
Concobar’s race. The defeated Ultonians had to retreat east
of the Bann and Lough Neagh, and there, behind a third defen-
sive wall, now called the ‘Danes’ Cast’, they retained their
independence in the petty kingdom called Ulidia, which
covered Antrim and Down. The three Collas then set up a new
kingdom called Oriel (Oirgialla: ‘Eastern vassals’), which
covered the present Monaghan, Louth, and Armagh. It was
regarded as an offshoot of Connacht, and is part of the expan-
sion of the D4l Cuinn. But Emain Macha became a grass-
grown solitude, as all the great pagan forts, even Tara, were
destined to be after the comimg of the Faith.

The time of Niall is a remarkable one for Irish unity, the
ruin and reshaping of Roman Britain, and the first coming of
the Christian faith to Erin.

Niall was a splendid hero of the Gaelic blood, tall, fair-
haired, and blue-eyed, a great and noble-minded warrior,
‘kind in hall and fierce in fray’. Of his many sons, Laeghaire
succeeded him as Ard Ri, from others descended the High kings
of Ireland, who were known till 1022 as the Ui Néill, or ‘de-
scendants of Niall’. Two of his sons, Eoghan and Conall, about
A.D. 400 marched northwards, conquered north-west Ulster,
and founded a mnew state variously called the kingdom of
Aileach, the Northern Kingdom, or Ulster. Its capital was
Aileach, a great stone-built cashel on a hill north-west of Derry.
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Eoghan, the senior, took for his share Inishowen (Inis Eog-
hain) and Tir Eoghain (the land of Eoghan), and his descen-
dants the O’Neills were lords in central Ulster till 1603, while
Conall, the younger, took as his domain Tir Conaill (Conall’s
land), and from him descended the O’Donnells. In time this
new kingdom subjected both Oriel and Ulidia and by 1000 had
built up a new kingdom of Ulster. About the same time
bands of Gaels began to cross the thirty-mile strait between
Antrim and Argyle and make settlements among the Picts of
‘Alba’ (the Irish name for Caledonia).

The Roman empire in Britain, only sixty miles by sea, could
not fail to cast its influence upon Ireland. Wales was a Roman
province, and all the western coast from Galloway to Corn-
wall contained petty towns and rural villas, where dwelt a
romanized population of Britons, who spoke a kind of Latin,
were already Christian, and prided themselves on their im-
perial speech and citizenship. Not a single Roman legionary
ever set foot on the soil of Ireland but much Roman jnfluence
was bound to radiate upon her. The full light of civilizatior
and the Fait] howeyer,.nof o fall_upen. Ireland till the

ppire itself was destroyed., As it decayed from A.D. 350,
‘the Scots of Ireland and the Picts of Caledonia began
to assail Britain from the north and west, the Roman
legions were finally withdrawn in 407, and then the
savage and pagan Angles and Saxons assailed her from
the east.

In the fifth century was founded a new Britain, The Anglo-
saxons finally Teutonized most of what is now England and
the south-east corner of Scotland, while the Celtic Britons
held out in Cornwall, Wales, and Strathclyde and colonized
Brittany. In Ireland the Picts succumbed to Milesian rule,
in Scotland they went under before the Angles and Scots. In
Britain the Roman speech or men like Patrick vanished and the
Latin tradition and language survived only in the Church.
The Irish now seemed about to become masters of both Wales
and Scotland. The High kings of Tara, such as Niall, directed
constant attacks upon Roman Britain, and a large part of its
western coast was for a time Gaelicized. A later Irish book
records that in the fifth and sixth centuries ‘great was the
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power of the Gaels over the Britons, and they divided the isle
of Britain between them, and not more numerous were the
Gaels at home than those who dwelt in Britain’.

The Gaelic conquest of Wales, however, was not to be per-
manent, for in the sixth century a British prince, Cunedda,
marched from North Britain and mastered all Wales, which
received its name of Cambria from his followers the Cymry
(‘Companions’). Thus the western front of Britain remained
with the British Celts, who preserved for centuries an intimate
alliance with Ireland in art, law, education, and Christianity,
though their Celtic dialects were too far apart to serve as a
common link. But in northern Britain the Gaels made a
lasting conquest and gave Scotland (Alba) a stamp she has
never lost. Up to this time it had been (north of the Roman
wall) a Pictish kingdom, divided in two by Drum Alban.
The Scots of Ireland were destined to become masters of the
northern and western parts and to give Scotland their name.
In 470 Fergus Mac Erc, prince of Dalriada in north Antrim,
and his three brothers crossed over and founded the kingdom
of Argyle (‘the eastern Gael’), or Scottish Dalriada, and so
began the long history of Gaelic Scotland.

ST. PATRICK, 390461

In the spiritual history of Ireland the first great name is that
of Patrick, ‘the Apostle of Ireland’. He gave to this pagan
island the priceless gift of the Christian faith and the moral
order of the Christian Church. He opened it up to Latin
civilization and the culture of Rome, which, though the Empire
died, survived in the Church. He turned a land that had no
written literature into a land where scholars and poets culti-
vated both the Latin, or learned speech, and the Gaelic, the
dearly loved native speech. He turned the Irish from a race
of cruel conquerors, whose galleys were dreaded on all the
coasts of Britain and Gaul, into a race whose enthusiasm was
for missionary labour, Latin learning, and the contemplative
life. To the fifth century no name sounded more barbarous
and brutal than that of the plundering Scots, but to later
centuries no names were sweeter or nobler than that of
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Columba, Aidan, and Adamnan, or more famous in learning or
religion than John Scotus or Columbanus.

The Ireland to which Patrick was to give a new direction,
though barbarous and isolated, had a remarkable culture and
unity of her own. The High king of Tara was only a sort of
president over the several kings of Erin, but his was a high
name to evoke, and his safeguard was essential to any stranger
landing at an Irish port. He could call out the national host
to repulse or invade foreign enemies, and it was his prerogative
to settle the disputes of under-kings and preside over the great
periodic Aonach or all-Ireland gatherings at Tara or Tailten.
If he lacked the prestige of medieval Christian kings he was on
the other hand surrounded with pagan taboos and privileges,
for the High king of Tara was by ancient tradition a priest-
king. As such, a king like Niall was the head and centre of a
powerful and greatly feared pagan religion and culture.

The Druidic priests were numerous, highly respected, and
greatly feared among the Irish Celts. Socially they were the
equals of the kings and warriors; they were the augurs and
interpreters of the calendar, and magical gifts for spells of
enchantment against enemies or for surrounding a battle-field
with a ‘Druid mist’, and so on, were attributed to them. The
‘brehons’ or jurists of later times inherited their law-giving
office. Of the best as well as the worst side of the Druid
religion unfortunately we know little, but much of the pagan
lore has survived, and the ‘Shee’ or fairy people of peasant lore
to-day are the dwindled-down survivors of the gods of two
thousand years ago.

The ‘Fili’ or learned class were the hereditary custodians
of the national memory and of the oral literature, in which
they spent long years of training. It was believed of the ‘File’
that he had supernatural gifts and could by his satires inflict
blemish or evil upon the subject of his dispraise. His know-
ledge of pedigree and history enabled him in return for hand-
some gifts to feed the pride of the Gaelic aristocracy cr by
poetic exhortation to bring victory to a patron. With the
coming of Christianity the priestly caste died out, but the
learned class survived, and until 1603 were the main support
and champions of the old Gaelic order.
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The life of our national apostle may be said to cover the
yeafs 390-461. Patrick was born a Roman citizen, speaking
a kind of Latin, in a small town called Bannavem Taberniae,
the site of which is disputed but at least was at some point
of western Britain where the land was fertile and a considerable
Romano-British population dwelt. The raids of Niall of the
Nine Hostages were constant up the Severn and the Solway,
and it seems as if fate brought together in the high light of his-
tory the great warrior-king and the humble Christian boy who
was destined to end the pagan monarchy. In one of these raids,
about A.D. 405, among the horde of slaves that were brought
back to Ireland was Patrick or ‘Patricius’, son of Calpurnius,
then a youth in his sixteenth year. The Roman empire had
not yet fallen in Britain, and the Catholic church had long
flourished there. The two proud boasts of Patrick in his
writings were Roman civilization and the Christian church,
and he urged the Irish to be at once Christians and Romans.
As a slave under a pagan master, tending sheep on Slemish
in Antrim, the serious boy meditated on his fate and pitied the
pagan people to whom the Light had not come. Six years
afterwards he escaped, got away to Britain, and thence to
Gaul, where he spent long years at Auxerre, learning the Bible
and the grounds of the faith, and later received priestly orders.
Everything now worked for his return to the land of his cap-
tivity, from which, in a vivid dream, he heard the ‘voices of
the Irish’ calling on him to come and walk once more among
them. The Church of Gaul was the greatest organized branch
of the western Church and had a special care to keep Christian
‘the Roman island (Britain) and the pagan island (Ireland)’.
At its request, Pope Celestine sent one Palladius to convert
Ireland in 431, but a sudden death removed him, and Patrick
seemed the appointed man. The Church of Gaul consecrated
him bishop and sent him in 432 on the mission which was to
fill the rest of his life.

Patrick’s mission finally centred itself in north-east Ulster,
where after twelve years a local prince presented him with
the site of a church at Armagh, which was destined to be the
metropolis of Irish Christianity., Helpers came to him from
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Gaul or Britain, such as Auxilius, Iserninus, Secundinus and
Benignus. He appointed the first of these bishop in northern
Leinster, the second in southern Leinster, the third in Meath;
while Benignus succeeded him in Armagh. When Patrick
died in old age about 461 he had laid the foundations of the
Church in Ireland, but the house itself was long to build.
Wherever we find the word ‘domnach’, now ‘donagh’ (from
‘dominicum’), in place-names we see the hand of Patrick.

We may be sure that the democratic Christian faith was
gladly accepted by the under-races and oppressed peoples, but
that it was resisted by the High king and the Gaelic aristoc-
racy, as well as by the Druids and the Filf, is equally certain.
Patrick’s famous meeting with the High King Laeghaire
may be a legend; this son of Niall indeed died a pagan, but
at least offered no active opposition to the new faith. It is
not till 490 that the first Christian king of Cashel, Oengus,
appears. But the opposition was not a fierce one and the
Church did not need to be founded in the blood of martyrs.

Under 440 the annals say, ‘Leo was ordained bishop of
Rome and Patrick was approved in the Catholic Faith’,
Further proof of a papal commission we have not; it is enough
that Patrick was a bishop ordained by the Church of Gaul and
obeyed the call of Christ ‘to go forth and teach all nations in
my name’. From his Confession and what we know of the
Church of his time, we cannot doubt that Patrick was a typical
western Christian of his age, holding by the Latin Eucharist,
the invocation of saints, the sacraments and the doctrine of
the Catholic faith as held generally in his time. Above all he
must have regarded the Bishop of Rome as in spiritual matters
the final authority.

Patrick intended to found in Ireland a branch of the Church
in which, as in Gaul or Britain, bishops with large dioceses
would rule the Church, and parish clergy and regular monks
would exist side by side. Ireland, however, was a country of
many tribal states, without great roads, towns, proper com-
munication, or a strong central authority. Instead of the
episcopal church he had planned, there developed from the
work of others a monastic church with a strong national spirit,
well suited to the conditions of the country, and this remained
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the dominant character of the Church till the twelfth century.
As a result not only the work but the memory of St. Patrick
was for long obscured, and other names than his were claimed
as founders of our Church. The pagan structure of Ireland
itself made his mission for a century difficult. In the poets or
‘Filf’ Ireland had a rampart of native culture which was hard to
dislodge. The race of Conn, whose kingdom was rooted in the
Gaelic past, did not yield easily. Laeghaire died like a pagan
fighting against Leinster in 463, and by his own orders was
buried upright in his armour facing the hereditary foe. It was
not till the High king Diarmait died in 565 that the old pagan
order as enthroned in Tara ended and the ancient hill became
the abandoned fortress that we see now. Kings, however,
were for centuries to count less than monks in Ireland.

THE IRISH CHURCH, 500-Q00

In the sixth century the Church began to take a charac-
teristic form which we call Celtic, a word applied also to the
sister churches of Scotland, Wales, and Brittany. The Anglo-
saxon conquest of Britain and the Frankish conquest of Gaul
cut them off for a century or more from the Continental Church
and its head, the Pope. This intercepted the communications,
with the result that later the Celtic churches were found to
have tenets and rites older than those of the existing Roman
Church. In isolation also they developed that monastic
character and body of native customs to which the term
‘Celtic particularism’ is applied. ' But all these, though they
caused great controversy later, never amounted to indepen-
dence of the papal authority or the rejection of Catholic
unity.

The division of Ireland into province-kingdoms and petty
‘tuatha’ led to the bishops being numerous and each .of them
ruling a ‘tuath’ or two with spiritual functions only. On the
other hand, numerous monasteries were founded by gifts of
land from some local chief to some prominent saint. The
abbot became more important than the bishop, and the bishop
generally resided modestly in some monastery. In the endow-
ment of an abbey the first abbot’s kin were generally given
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the succession in the office, and his successors or ‘Coarbs’
were for centuries members of his family. So much did the
monastic system triumph that soon after 500 Patrick’s own
see became a monastic community and soon there was both
an abbot and a bishop at Armagh. It was to the great abbots
that in later times the Pope had to address hxmself as the heads
of the national church.

The Latin tongue and the study of the Blble and Catholc
theology now entered the country. First among those to
whom we owe this stands St. Finnian, abbot-bishop of Clonard
in Meath. Under the influence of British monasticism at St.
David’s, Finnian about 540 organized Clonard as a centre of
Latin studies and education. From thence Latin letters spread
and the ‘Filf’ began to use the Latin alphabet to write their
own Gaelic.

By 600 Clonard was followed by other great foundations
such as Clonmacnois, Clonfert, Lismore, Derry, Kildare, and
others, the work of Ciaran, Brendan, Carthach, Columba, and
Brigid. These made a new world in Ireland. In the abbeys
and their many daughter houses not only was the peaceful life
possible but religion, learning, and education flourished, and
the Irish monasteries were at once the schools, the libraries,
and the universities of the land. Because of their sanctity and
security they became also the capitals, the markets, the art
and craft centres of Ireland, and such monastic ‘cities’ as
Glendalough were till the Norse period the nearest thing to
towns that Ireland had.

In the midst of this renaissance a youth came to manhood,
whose name was destined to excel the founders of Irish Chris-
tianity, including even Patrick himself, in the hearts of the
Gaelic race. In 521 was born at Gartan in Tyrconnell a boy of
the race of Niall of the Nine Hostages, whose devotion to the
Chutch soon won him the name of Columba or Colum Cille,
‘the Dove of the Church’. Ordained priest at Cloonfad, he did
the round of the schools of his time, and studied for a time in
Leinster with a Christian ‘file’ called Gemman. From him the
saint was strengthened in his natural attachment to the poetry
and lore of the past, which he combined with a passion for the
nbw fgith. About 546 he founded a church at Derry on
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Lough Foyle; he was its first abbot, and thence founded other
houses, such as Durrow in Meath. For them he drew up the
Columban rule, just as Ciaran, Brendan, and others drew up
rules for their foundations, Not for five centuries did any
continental religious Order enter Ireland.

An event in which Columba saw the hand of God sent him
upon the true mission of his life. While staying with Finnen,
abbot of Moville, he secretly copied out a portion of a Bible
which modern scholars think was perhaps the earliest copy in
Ireland of St. Jerome’s Latin Vulgate. Appealed to by the
angry host who wished to keep the precious book to himself,
the High king Diarmait gave the famous decision, ‘To every
cow her calf, to every book its copy’. Columba inangerrejected
the decision, and others both of Church and State joined in the
dispute, which led to a great battle in 561 at Culdremna in
Sligo between the High king and Columba’s royal kinsmen in
the North. For this the saints of Ireland united to condemn
Columba. His own noble nature soon repined at the slaughter
of thousands in a quarrel due to himself, and he decided to
redeem his soul by winning in a foreign land as many souls for
Christ as perished at Culdremna.

Fergus Mac Erc had already founded the petty kingdom of
Argyle, but among his people and among the Picts lay a land
of pagan barbarism. Thither in 563 Columba sailed with a few
monks and received the island of Iona from the king as the seat
of his mission. For nearly three centuries this little island was
to be the most famous seat of learning and piety in all the
Celtic lands, ‘a soil,’ says Dr. Johnson, ‘made sacred by wis-
dom, valour, and virtue’. Before his death in 597 Columba,
‘abbot-bishop of the isles’, had evangelized Alba, and is the
apostle of Scotland as Patrick is of Ireland.

His name indeed became the greatest in the Irish Church,
and Ireland in 575 needed his wisdom and authority on several
great matters. At the convention of Drumceat (in county
Derry) the High king Aed presided over a national council of
kings and abbots, and Columba spoke both as a prince and a
churchman. The relations of Scottish Dalriada and Ireland
were in dispute, and on his advice it was settled that this little
kingdom, whose capital was still northern Antrim, should give
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its military service to the High king and its naval service to
the king of Argyle. Ireland and Scotland were still one empire
and remained so till the Norse raids cut them politically
asunder. A cultural dispute had also to be settled. The poets
(‘Filf’) had accepted the faith with their lips but in their
hearts retained the pagan lore and the pride of their caste.
Numerous and great were the rewards they demanded for their
compositions and encomiums, so that their exactions became
a national nuisance and a proposal was made to exile or
outlaw them. But Columba, who had been trained under a
Christian ‘file’ in youth, was their saviour; a prince of the
ancient race, his ardent Gaelic soul was on their side. His
casting vote saved the Filf and turmed them from a race
of wandering visitants into a privileged caste of letters and
learning. He advised that every province king and every lord
of a ‘tuath’ should have a supreme poet or ‘ollamh’, and in
the course of the centuries the Fili became the ancestors
of the professional, endowed, and hereditary poets, bards, and
chroniclers whose order survived till 1603.

To their deliverer the poets paid the greatest tribute they
could render, and there were attributed to him in later times
many lyrics personal in note and tender with the love of Nature
and of Ireland. Colum Cille was a poet in Latin and left one or
two hymns of lofty quality, but whether he was a poet in his
own tongue we know not; at least it is eloquent of his well-
known love of Ireland and the native tradition that wandering
bards and unknown monks fathered on his name their most
inspired verse.

Columba died in Iona in 597, and in the same year the
Roman missionary Augustine, sent by Pope Gregory to convert
the pagan English, landed in Kent. Columba had founded a
spiritual empire in the North, and from Iona not only Scotland
but much of England was christianized, while Wales and
Cornwall looked towards Ireland as their culture centre. In
633 Edwin, king of Northumbria, fell in battle, and two
brothers of the rival dynasty, Oswald and Oswy, returned
from the exile into which he had driven them. Both had
been taught among the monks of Iona, had learned Irish, and
favoured the generous and simple faith of Columba’s monks.
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Oswald in 633 brought into his kingdom the monk Aidan with
a band of monks from Iona and the rocky isle of Lindisfarne
became their home. So began what Bede called the ‘thirty
years’ episcopate of the Scots’. In 625 the Roman Paulinus
had been sent to Northumbria, but his mission failed in the
north with the rise of the heathen Penda of Mercia and
receded to Kent. In its place the Iona mission reached as far
as the Thames, and Irish bishops and monks were all over
Mercia and East Anglia and as far west as Glastonbury.
Northumbria was their great conquest and its kings for a
hundred years spoke Irish.

In 642 Penda slew the saintly Oswald at the battle of Maser-
field, but after dreadful ravages in central England Oswy in
655 at last slew the heathen monarch in battle at Winwaed.
The triumph of the Irish mission, however, was checked by the
Northumbrian Wilfrid, abbot of Ripon, a man of vigour and
genius, who was determined to link the English Church on to
that of the Continent rather than remain with the Church of
Armagh and Iona, and finally the differences between the Irish
and Roman forms came to a head at the Synod of Whitby held
under King Oswy in 664.

These differences had already evoked correspondence be-
tween the Roman headquarters and Ireland. The Irish monks
wore a tonsure of their own, in which the front of the head was

-shaved, leaving long locks behind. Other small differences
existed, but what was serious was the Easter question. Under
papal authority the Paschal date had been fixed for the
Church by Victorius in 457, but the Celtic churches adhered to
the Paschal term as fixed by Anatolius in the third century.
As a practical result the Irish were found keeping Easter from
the fourteenth to the twentieth of the lunar month and the
Continental church between the sixteenth and the twenty-
second. On this matter of controversy many letters had passed
between the Irish leaders and Rome. Popes Honorius and
John IV had urged the Irish to conform and had been answered
by Cummian and by Columbanus. The latter, writing to
Gregory the Great, boldly maintained the Irish position over
Easter, but conceded to the Holy See a primacy of honour and
a measure of supreme authority, adding, ‘it is known to all
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that our Saviour gave Saint Peter the keys of the kingdom of
?eaven, and that Rome is the principal seat of the orthodox
aith’.

By the middle of the seventh century southern Ireland had
accepted the Victorian Easter and only northern Ireland and
Tona, strong in the name and memory of Columba, stood out.
At the Synod of Whitby, Colman, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
spoke for the Irish side, but was no match for the arrogant
‘Wilfrid, who said of the Scots, Picts, and Britons who opposed
the rest of the world, ‘though your Fathers were holy, do you
think that their small number in a corner of the remotest
island is to be preferred before the universal Church of Christ?
Would you put your Columba before the Prince of the Apostles
to whom was said “Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will
build my Church”?’ This was final. Colman might plead
that his side held the same Easter as Saint John, and that
Columba was their master, but no Catholic at that time could
stand against the argument that Christ had made Peter the
head of the Church and that the Pope (now against them on the
Easter question) was his successor. Colman did not deny this,
and when Oswy, as president of the synod, decided that he
preferred to be with Saint Peter and the Church of Rome the
conference decided against the Irish monks. We may note
that they made no claim for their Church to be independent
of papal authority and they did not even mention Patrick, a
proof of how nationalistic their Church had become and how
the great name of Columba had overshadowed the name of the
first apostle.

Thus defeated, the Irish withdrew to Iona and left England
to the orthodox side, but on the Easter question even Iona
conformed in 716 and soon after so did northern Ireland.
‘Wilfrid as bishop of Ripon brought Northumbria over, and
five years after Whitby Archbishop Theodore of Canterbury
began the career in which he organized the Anglo-Saxon
church solidly in bishoprics and parishes. Such an established
Church threw into prominence the monastic character and
isolated customs which the Celts still retained, though con-
verted on the Easter and tonsure questions, and in spite of the
piety, learning, and enthusiasm of the Irish, the more organized
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Churches of England and the continent continued to accuse
them of unorthodoxy in practices, though not in faith.

Checked in England, the missionary genius of the Scots
found a greater field in Europe, where the wide empire of the
Franks enabled them to penetrate far, Whether as organizers
of local churches, teachers in Palace schools, wandering scholars
and scribes or solitary preachers, they won for ever the
unspoiled glory of pioneers and restorers of the Church and
the tradition of Latin culture in the seventh to the ninth
centuries, the Golden Age of the Irish Church. Many of those
whose aim was solitude sailed away to lonely islands of the
western sea, and got as far as Iceland and the Farces. Others
have left their names in the loneliest mountain glens of
Switzerland. Others, educated in Latin at home, wandered
from abbey to abbey in Europe and earned their bread as
scribes and won fame for their beautiful handwriting. The
books Scottice scripti were highly prized. To such scribes is due
the preservation of much classical literature which otherwise
would have perished in the Dark Ages. Some of the superior
members of this class wrote poetry or prose in Latin worthy of
the best standards of the time, some such as John the Scot and
Sedulius were appointed chief professors in the Palace schools
of Charlemagne and his successors, and won fame in philosophy
and the science of the time.

Columbanus is the first great name among our missionaries
abroad. An alumnus of Bangor, in 590 he left Ireland with a
few companions and arrived in Burgundy. Before his death in
615 he converted or restored to the faith large parts of Lom-
bardy and Burgundy and founded two monasteries, Luxeuil
and Bobbio, while his disciple Gall carried on his work in
Switzerland. The map of Europe before the year goo shows
the footprints of many such men; among the great names are
Cataldus of Taranto, Killian of Franconia, Colman of Lower
Austria. In the Low countries and north-east France Irish
monks and scholars were particularly in evidence, and at
Peronne on the Marne about 670 they founded a monastery
which was their first on the continent and which was followed
in later centuries by other houses in Cologne, Ratisbon,
Vienna, and other places which formed a chain of ‘Monasteria
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Scotorum’, keeping alive the name and fame of Ireland on the
Continent and strengthening the Church at home. Unfor-
tunately after the Norman conquest of Ireland these houses
fell into the hands of others.

In general the Irish monks and teachers were in doctrine
orthodox, though unorthodox in many of their practices, in
their preaching evangelical, and in their organization weak.
But in John Scotus ‘Eriugena’ Ireland produced a man of in-
dependent and unorthodox genius. After learning all that the
Irish schools could teach, John came about 845 to France and
became chief professor at the Palace school of the Emperor
Charles the Bald at Laon, where he remained for twenty-five
years. John has been called ‘the greatest intellect given by
Ireland to Europe in that age’, and one of the most brilliant
of all those scholars whom the Renai e of Charl 's
time produced. A skilful writer in Latin, he stood alone in his
knowledge of Greek; a daring speculator and a Neo-Platonist
he won universal attention by his teachings on Free will and
Original sin, on which men were free to speculate but in which
the orthodox regarded him as near to heresy.

By the year 800 the Irish Church at home attained an
ordered form which she kept little changed till the year Ix00.
The Easter and the tonsure questions had been settled, and no
controversy of importance brought Armagh into conflict with
Rome. The unity age succeeded to the missionary age. The
name and true importance of Patrick were revived again at
Armagh, where about 800 the scribe Ferdomnach in the Book
of Armagh wrote down various traditional lives of Patrick.
From henceforth the supremacy of Armagh over the whole of
Church of Ireland was affirmed. This was a return to that
Roman unity which Patrick had desired and it was natural
that an admission of Papal authority should go with it. An
ancient canon in the Book of Armagh says that ‘whensoever any
cause that is very difficult and unknown to all the judges of the
Scottic nation shall arise, it should rightly be referred to
the See of the archbishop of the Irish, to wit Patrick, and the
examination of the prelate thereof. But if by him and
his wise men such a cause cannot be determined, we have
decreed that it shall be sent to the Apostolic see, that is, to
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the Chair of the Apostle Peter which has the authority of
tne city of Rome.”

THE ‘GOLDEN AGE’ OF IRELAND

By A.D. 800 Ireland had become a unity of civilization and
law, and no languages save the Gaelic of the ruling classes and
the Latin of the Church were spoken. The Gaels had subjected
or absorbed the former peoples and created a race-conscious-
ness which has never been lost. For all that there was little
centralized authority. The High king Laeghaire, son of Niall,
was slain in 463 while at war with Leinster. He was succeeded
by Ailill, king of united Connacht and Meath, son of Dathi the
son of Niall's brother Fiachra. In 483 Ailill's two cousins,
Murchertach ‘Mac Erca’, grandson of Eoghan, son of Niall and
head of the northern ‘D4l Cuinn’, and Luguid (Lewy), son of
Laeghaire, son of Niall, united and in the battle of Ocha
defeated and slew Ailill. He was then succeeded as High king
by Luguid, and he again, according to their compact, by
Murchertach in 509. The royal succession was thus recovered
for Niall’s line, and Diarmait, great-grandson of Niall, is the
first High king who can be called a christian (544-565). But
meanwhile Connacht had found a king of its own in the line of
Brion, another brother of Niall. In short, the connexion of the
Connacht-Meath kingdom was severed finally by the battle of
Ocha. It was established that the High kingship henceforth
went alternately between the Ui Néill of the North and of the
South, or Meath. From Murchertach Mac Erca descended
the local kings of the Ui Néill of the North. The High king
Diarmait, head of the southern Ui Néill, had two sons, Colman
and Aed Sliine. From the first of these came the later kings
of Meath, who had rivals for centuries in the descendants of
Aed. The succession in the High kingship was uncertain up
to the year 734, then up to 1022 it ran alternately between
the Ui Néill of the north and the Ui Néill, that is, the Clan
Colman, of the south.

Such a succession-rule alone was sufficient to prevent con-
tinuity and therefore strength in the High monarchy. The
south also paid little obedience, and the Ard Rf remained
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merely the president of a union of Irish states, which was now
a heptarchy of Connacht, Meath, Leinster, Munster, Aileacn,
Oriel, and Ulidia. The real genius and interest of Ireland lay
in her art and culture. The world-famous books of Kells and
Durrow are of this age and attest the Irish genius for illumina-
tion and Latin calligraphy. The great monasteries had their
libraries and schools, which trained the scholars who won the
respect of Europe. Side by side with the enthusiasm for Latin
and theology went a passion for the native language, which
was now a written speech. The higher clergy with their Latin
tradition despised the old language, charged as it was with
pagan tradition, and the abbot Adamnan of Iona, writing the
life of Columba in Latin, though himself an Irishman, speaks
scornfully of the lingua Scottica vilis. But the Filf remained
a powerful body attached to their ancient law and language.
With them and many nameless wandering monks began the
writing of Irish poetry in metres based on the Latin hymns.
Others compiled the old laws of the ‘Féni’ or free Gaels, now
called the Brehon laws, and the writing of Irish history begins
about 600. The marginal jottings and glosses of Irish mission-
aries, familiar with Latin and Gaelic, on the continent, upon
copies of the Gospels, have enabled scholars to reconstruct the
Scottic language in what is called the early Irish stage, which
ends about goo, and is then replaced by Middle Irish, which
goes on till 1500. Apart from the more accurate records, the
abundant fancy and imagination of Irish writers and poets
expressed itself in charming lyrics, prose romances, historical
tales, and the reconstruction of the great pagan epics such as
the Tdin Bd Cualnge.

The Irish mind was now fresh and vivid and seemed likely
to achieve great things in poetry, prose, and drama. Along
with that, it must be added, went a strong pedantic and anti-
quarian strain. It is tragic that not only did the Scandinavian
and then the Norman invasions dislocate and partly destroy
Irish learning, but they also did much to cripple the natural
inspiration of the Irish mind. Of the Golden Age the greater
part of the manuscripts have perished and can only be partly
deduced from the reconstructions made after the Norse
period. The pedantic spirit of the professional literary man
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unfortunatelygot the better of the inspired but anonymous poet.
It is, however, a real glory for Ireland that she was the first
nation north of the Alps to produce a whole body of literature
in her own speech, to be followed in this by Anglo-Saxons,
Norsemen, and Welshmen.

The structural unity of Ireland had now remained intact for
four centuries in language, law, religion, and culture. Scholars
and poets could freely pass, be understood, and entertain all
listeners throughout the whole island. The national unity was
visible in the High king, in occasional ‘Rig-D4i1l’ or national
gatherings, and in the general assemblies held by the High
king at Tailten and such centres. Unfortunately the political
weakness of Ireland was to be now put to a cruel test by the
Scandinavian onslaught.



CHAPTER 1I
THE NORSE TYRANNY, 8oo-1o14

BOUT the year 8oo the Scandinavians, moved by an
Auncontrollable impulse, took to the sea. Led by their
‘jarls’ and free warriors, in galleys superior to anything
yet invented, which could at once face the Atlantic seas and
sail far up any navigable river, they soon became the constant
terror of civilized lands. Ireland is rich in navigable streams
and great inland lakes, and is nowhere more than fifty miles
from the sea. She was thus from the Norse point of view an
ideal land to attack, with her broad pastures, abundant cattle,
unorganized people, and rich and numerous monasteries.

Of the two Scandinavian races which took to the Atlantic,
the Norwegians sailed boldly out westward to Iceland, where
they founded a republic in 870, and south-west to the Scottish
isles. Here they colonized first Orkney and Shetland, then the
Hebrides (‘Sudreyas’ or ‘southern isles’) and Man, then various
points in Galloway, the Solway Firth, and as far south as
Pembroke. This took a century or more, and the Hebrides
soon witnessed a blending of the Gaelic inhabitants and the
Norsemen, which, speaking Gaelic but keeping many Norse
traces, remains to this day in the Scottish isles. The kings of
Norway from the time of Harold Fairhair (circa goo) did not
easily abandon these roving subjects of theirs, and for cen-
turies claimed the Norse colonies as their ‘Tribute-lands’.

The Danes, on the other hand, kept nearer in and attacked
England and Normandy. The differences between these two
races were slight, but the Irish, who had a strong sense of
colour, called the Norseman a ‘Finn-gall’ or ‘fair foreigner’ and
the Dane a ‘Dubh-gall’ or ‘dark foreigner’. The land of the
vikings they called ‘Lochlann’, and they hated 